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Finest fruits of the season

V
ISITENGLAND–asthenational touristboardis

called–takenote.Thisyearwehavewitnessedthe

finestcollectionofautumngalasonourheritage

linesthat Icanremember, inall shapesandsizes.

FiftyyearssincetheendofBritishRailwaysmain line

steam, thepublicappetite for railwayheritageshowsno

signofabating,andsoaringattendancefiguresat these

galas reflects that.

WeBritsarespoiled forchoice.The lastweekend in

Septemberalonesawfourmagnificentevents: the first

double-headingofnew-build replicasLynandLewat

WoodyBay,astunningsteamdisplay

at theWestSomersetRailway, the

MiddletonRailway’s localheritage-

inspiredLastCoals toLeedsevent

andTyseleyLocomotiveWorks’

50thanniversaryof its firstopenday.

I attendedthe latterandwascertainly

notdisappointed, largelyduetothe

sheervarietyofexhibitsondisplay,but

howIwouldhave lovedtohavevisited

at leastoneof theotherevents that

weekend.

Wehavebeen inundatedwith

countlessmagnificentpictures from

autumngalasacross thecountry.

Althoughwehave increasedour

size to116pages for this specialedition,wewould

haveneededupwardsof200pages toevenbeginto

accommodatetherestof thebest.Here Imust thank

eachandevery linesiderwhosubmittedpictures tous,

andGarethand I found itanawesomeanddauntingtask

tonarrowthemdowntoafinal selection!Theoneswe

hadto leaveoutwerenotbadpicturesbyanystretchof

the imagination, I canassureyou.

What Iamleftasking iswhythetouristpowers-that-be

donotdomuch,muchmoretopromoteourautumn

galaseason,notonlyhereathomebutalsoabroad?

Earlyautumnisanexcellent timetoexplore theUK,

avoidingthecrowdsof themainsummerholidayseason

while relishingtheglorioussceneryasgreen leaves

“I remain convinced
that attendances
could be even

bigger if a national
promotion was

staged by the likes
of VisitEngland –
leading to a

win-win situation
for everyone.”
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OPINION

magically turntoyellow,brown,orangeandpurple.

Weshouldtakea leaf (pun intended)outof thebook

ofourUScounterpartheritage lines.Special‘fall’tours

forpeoplewishingtoexperiencethestunningbeauty

of thechangeofseasonsarebigbusinessnowadays

ontheothersideof theAtlantic, andcouldsoeasilybe

evenmoresohere.Couldwenotsimilarlyattract large

numbersofoverseasvisitors if apackagewasproperly

prepared,perhaps in theshapeofa runabout ticket

coveringseveralheritagevenues?

Ourautumngalasarearichclimaxtotheendof the

mainsteamseason,beforeSanta

trainsbecometheorderof theday.

Theirpresenceaddsmoredays to

shopkeepersandhoteliers in those

places luckyenoughtohaveaheritage

railwaythathasmoreoftenthannot

becomeanessentialplankof their local

touristeconomy. I remainconvinced

thatattendancescouldbeevenbigger

if anationalpromotionwasstagedby

the likesofVisitEngland– leadingtoa

win-winsituation foreveryone.

Thisyear’seventshaveheldout

muchpromise for the future.The

SevernValleyRailway’sautumnsteam

galasawthereturnofDuchessof

SutherlandandBritanniaonpassenger trains,while that

above-mentionedL&Bpair showedeveryone justhow

bigthatcurrentlymodestly-sizedattractionwillbeonce

itsexpansionprogrammegetsunderway.

Finally, Iwasdelightedtowitness therelaunchof

Jubilee4-6-0No.45596Bahamasback intotraffic. Ihave

neverseenthat locomotivesteam–its last ticket ranout

21yearsago, justwhen Imadethemomentousdecision

tomove intorailway journalism.

There’snoreasontodoubt thatTyseley’sworkshops

hasdoneamagnificent jobon itand I’msure itwill

soonbecomeamuch-lovedandphotographedmain

linestaragain.
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Massive Cornish welcome for
Flying Scotsman ‘first’ visit
ByCedricJohns

DESPITE indifferentmorningweather

whenFlyingScotsmandeparted

PlymouthNorthRoadtobegintheA3’s

first-evervisit intoCornwall, thousands

linedthe78milesof thetestingroute

across theDuchytoPenzanceon

Saturday,October6.

Theextendedweekofaction

beganonThursday,October4,when

FlyingScotsman supportedby‘Black

Five’No.44871andemptystockran

westwards fromSouthall toThealeand

Newbury,wherepassengers joined

thetrain fora trip toTaunton, returning

diesel-hauled.

Later thatday,passengersboardedfor

the journey fromTauntontoPlymouth

viaExeter,NewtonAbbotandtheSouth

Devonbanks.

However, thebestwasyet tocome.

OnSaturday,October6,FlyingScotsman

enteredCornwall,workingthetrain to

Penzance, returningdiesel-hauled.

Early into its journeythetrain,a

SteamDreams‘CathedralsExpress’,was

watchedbycrowdsontheA38road

bridgerunningparallel to Isambard

KingdomBrunel’sRoyalAlbertBridge

spanningtheTamar.

Muchtothedelightofpassengers

and linesidespectators , theA3ran

unassistedbecauseNo.44871–a

replacement forB14-6-0No.1306

Mayflower (seeMainLineNews,page61)

–wasnotgaugedafterPar forwhatwas

thetopeventofanextendedweekend.

A3 in Penzance
Tackling the switchbackgradientson its

journey, the4-6-2hauling12completely

full coaches, thesupport coachand

aClass47,madegoodtime,arriving

minutesearly intoPenzance.

Asanunexpectedbonus, theskies

clearedandthesunshoneonthe

biggreenengineas it rolled into its

destinationwatchedbyhugecrowds.

Suchwas thenumberofpeoplekeen

tosee the train that thestationbarriers

were locked tokeeptheplatformsclear.

This in turnachievedasecondbonus

forpassengerswhowere free tostroll

alongtheplatformtoviewthe4-6-2,

chat to thecrew, stepuponto the

footplateandtakephotographsduring

a two-hour stopover.

So, anA3atPenzance–whocould

have imaginedsucha thing in those

daysofkings, castlesandcounties!

Return leg
Operationaldifficultiesandpathing

made it impossible toallowtime for

Scotsman to turnatStBlazey, the train

returning toPlymouthwithWestCoast

Class47No.47766doing thework.

Nevertheless, the linesidecrowds

remainedhours later,watchingand

wavingas the trainpassed through

landmarks likeStErth,Camborne,

Chacewater,TruroStAustell, Par,

LiskeardandSaltash.

However, thedaywasnotover.After

arrivingbackatPlymouth the two

locomotiveswereprepped foradouble-

headedrun toPar, the traindeparting

NorthRoadat5pm.

Thedeparture,with the‘BlackFive’

leading,drewmore largecrowds

overlooking theRoyalAlbertBridge

as thecavalcade followedthecurve

towardsSaltash.

PlatformsatParwerecrammedwith

youngandoldeager toseeScotsman.

Due topathing timings, the train’s

staywas limited to less than10minutes,

theClass47hauling the trainand

locomotivesback toPlymouth.

Onarrival, theA3and‘BlackFive’

FlyingScotsmanand ‘BlackFive’No. 44871withWestCoastRailways’ Class 47No. 47760on the rearof the return
‘Cathedrals Express’ passing throughDawlishonOctober8. THOMASMILLS

FlyingScotsmanand ‘BlackFive’No. 44871head throughWhiteball on theoutward leg fromTheale toPlymouthon
Thursday,October4. PETER HOLLANDS

6 Heritagerailway.co.uk Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway
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£50k order placed for new
P2 boiler design work
DBMeiningen–theGermanfirm

whichbuilt theboiler for101mphA1

PeppercornPacificNo.60163Tornado

–hasbeencontractedtodesignonefor

newP22-8-2No.2007PrinceofWales.

TheA1SteamLocomotiveTrusthas

placeda£50,000order for thedesign

workontheboiler, tobedesignated

diagram118B,and incorporatinga list

ofchangesbasedonobservationsof

operatingTornadoover thepast10years.

Thetrust issuedan invitationtotender

tomanufacturePrinceofWales’boiler

toover10organisations in theUK

andoverseasandhas receivedseveral

proposalsandexpressionsof interest.

Thetrustwillnowreviewtheproposals

receivedwiththe intentionofselecting

apreferredsupplierbyDecember

andplacingtheorder inJune2019for

delivery inJanuary2021.The250psi

ofNo.60163’sboilerwillberetained

to improveeconomyandincrease

maximumpower.

P2projectdirectorMarkAllatt said:

“Placingtheorder for the improvements

toNo.2007PrinceofWales’boilermarks

asignificantmilestone intheproject

tobuildBritain’smostpowerful steam

locomotive.WeaimtocompleteNo.2007

debt-freeandsowelaunchedTheBoiler

Club inOctober2014toraise£600,000to

fundtheboilerandwearealreadytwo-

thirdsof thewaythere.With this latest

announcement,noonecannowdoubt

thatwereallymeanbusiness.”

➜NewP2nowfullwheeled–News,

page38.

Patriot to leaveLlangollen

ByGarethEvans

THELlangollenRailwayhas

announced that itwill notbe

completing further stagesof

the constructionofnew-build

LMSPatriotNo. 45551 The

UnknownWarriorbeyond that

alreadyunderway.

Membersof theengineering team

at theLRhavebeenworkingon

the constructionofTheUnknown

Warrior for theLMS-PatriotCoLtd

since2008. Following intensive

discussionswith the teambehind

No. 45551, a railway spokesman

said:“Wehave taken thedecision

not to tender for any furtherwork

in regards to theLMSPatriot

Company. LRhasa full orderbook

and is thereforeunable tomeet

with thevery tight timescale

requirementsof theproject.

“OnOctober29, thePatriot

locomotive,No. 45551,will be

leavingLlangollen for the last time

andwill travel toCreweHeritage

Centre tohave itsboiler trial fitted.

TheLRwishes theLMSPatriot

Companywell in the completionof

TheUnknownWarrior.”

Responding,DavidBradshaw,

chairmanof theLMSPatriot Project

said:“Discussionsareunderway

withTyseleyLocomotiveWorksand

Riley&Son (E) Ltd.Weare looking

forward toagreeing thenew

contractor as soonaspossible.”

Meanwhile, progress isbeing

madewith the intricate and

complex jobof installing the

lubricationpipeworkon the chassis

at Llangollen.

The locomotivewill bedisplayed

atCreweHeritageCentreon

November10/11. It is expected the

boilerwill havebeen trial fitted in

the frames–whichwill be the first

visionof a complete locomotive.

Mid-Norfolk reopens another station
THEMid-NorfolkRailwayhas reopened

Hardinghamstation50yearsaftera

passenger train lastcalledthere.

OnSeptember12,at11am,atrain

stoppedat thestation for thevery first

timesinceSeptember9,1968.

Track renewalwascarriedoutat the

stationaspartof therailway’spartnership

withmain linetrainoperatingcompany

GreaterAnglia tosupplystorageand

commissioningfacilities fora fleetofnew

StadlerFlirt trains.

uncoupledandmovedtoLairadepot

for stabling throughSundayprior to

working thenext train, toExeteron

Monday,October8.

Meanwhile, theemptystockwas

taken toNewtonAbbot for servicing

by the47where itwasprepared for the

Mondaymorning.

Toaddto theoccasion, today’sGreat

WesternRailwayallowedthepublic

intoLairadepot tosee the4-6-2and

the4-6-0during theSunday.

OnMonday, the two locomotives

andthecoaches returned fromNewton

Abbot,departedPlymouth forExeter

whereonarrival, steamcameoff and

the train returnedwith itspassengers

toNorthRoad,diesel-hauled.

Whentheemptystockwasworked

back toExeter, SteamDreams’

operationsdirectorSteveNewall

reported thatWestCoasthadsent

a‘Thunderbird’in theshapeofa

Class37diesel just incase, and itwas

this locomotivewhichbrought the

stockback toStDavid’s, theClass47

followingat the rear.

Ina finalmove,Scotsmanand

No.44871 took the train toBristol

TempleMeads,where the two

locomotiveswereuncoupledand

proceeded lightengine toSouthall.

Passengers returned toExeterbehind

dieselNo.47766.

“Wecarriedover two-and-a-half

thousandsmilingpassengers in three

days,”commentedahappySteam

Dreams founderdirectorMarcus

Robertson.Asked tosumupFlying

Scotsman’svisit toCornwall, he said:

“Iwas takenabackby theexceptional

receptionwereceived.Whenwe

took theA3toScotland in2016and

crossed theForthBridge, itwasquite

something.However, the reception

we’vehad inCornwall is thebestwe’ve

everhad in theUKafterScotland.”

Talking to themediaatPenzance,

Marcus said:“This isnotanysteam

train– this is an iconic train, itbelongs

to thenation.The fact thateverything

went toplan is in largepartdown

toFlyingScotsman’sminderClive

Goult, amemberof the IanRiley

Engineering team.”

What did passengers think?
Interviewedby localmedia,Martinand

SaraChanningcelebrated their 30th

anniversaryby travellingonthe train.

“This train represents thegoldenage

ofBritishengineeringwhenBritain

madethings,”Martin said.“It is acredit

toBritishworkmanship. It’s apage

ofhistory.”

JenniferPerriamandAndyDurban

travelled fromExeter to travelbehind

Scotsman.Andysaid:“Ithasbeenan

amazingexperience toseehowwell

the trainhasbeen received.Therehave

beenpeople in fieldswaiting forhours

just tocatchaglimpse.”

FarmerMorris, aSt Just-in-Penwith

towncouncillor, travelled toPlymouth

tobeonboard the train. Itwashis first

train rideever!Hesaid:“I’veneverhad

to takea trainbefore inmy life. St Just

andPendeenhavegoteverything

anyoneneeds in life.”

An interesting tailpiece: apparently

theClass47hauling the trainplus two

locomotivesback fromPar lost its feet

onthe1-in64approachingSaltash.Asa

resultScotsman’s regulatorwasopened

acrack, the4-6-2actingasbanker.

FlyingScotsman’snextdutywas

toheadSteamDreams’‘AlanPegler

Farewell’fromKing’sCross toYork,on

Saturday,October13,whendaughter

Pennywas toplaceher father’s ashes

into theA3’s fireboxonStokeBank.

➜TheEastLancashireRailwaysaid

thataround5000people rodebehind

FlyingScotsmanduring its visit in

September. SeealsoNews,pages

18-19.

Above:FlyingScotsman

and ‘BlackFive’No. 44871
power throughBodmin
Parkwaywith the
‘CathedralsExpress’bound
forPar andPenzanceon
October6.
NICHOLASWOOD

Right: Endof the road:
FlyingScotsman stands
atPenzance stationon
Saturday,October6.
ASHLEY BANFIELD

THENeneValleyRailwayhasannounced

thatGWR0-6-0PTNo. 6430will be

visiting fromtheLlangollenRailway

betweenApril andOctober2019.

No. 6430will sharedutiesduring the

seasonwith residentBulleidBattleof

BritainPacificNo. 3408192Squadron.

More immediately,Thomashas

madeawelcome return to the line’s

operationalpool.Hudswell Clarke0-6-0T

No. 1800of 1947hasbeenoutof traffic

for severalmonths for extensivebottom

endwork.

Meanwhile, theoverhaul of the line’s

Danish0-6-0TNo. 656 is continuing.

Thewheelshavebeen reprofiledand

newcrankpins fittedbyRiley&Son

LocomotiveEngineers inHeywood.

Nene Valley hires pannier for 2019

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. Heritagerailway.co.uk 7



Britain’s newest TOC runs
its first trains
ByRobinJonesandCedric Johns

BRITAIN’S newestTrainOperating

Company,VintageTrains Limited, has

run its first official train–and itwasn’t

steamorheritage stock.

Justninedaysafter theTOC’spublic

launch, onThursday, September27,VTL

provided thecrewandpaths formileage

accumulationon thenewVivarail Class

230DEMU, running fromBedford to

Bletchleyon theMarstonVale line.

TheClass230s are converted from

LondonUndergroundD78stock,

originallymanufacturedduring1980by

MetroCammell.Theconversion reuses

theD78’s aluminiumbodyshellswith

refurbished interiors, the tractionmotors

andbogies, and replaces the third-rail

traction-current systemwithdiesel

generatorsorbatterypacks.

Vintage Trains testing
VTLhasbeenworkingcloselywith

Vivarail inplanninganoperation that

is testinganumberof systemsand

processes andgainingvaluabledata

before the trainenters serviceon the

linewithWestMidlandsTrains running

under theLondonNorthwestern

Railwaybrand.

VTLoperations andsafetydirector

IanLake said:“The teamwasveryproud

tobeginoperations ina small andyet

importantway forourpartnerVivarail so

soonafterourofficial launchasaTOC.

Weare forgingaheadwith theplanning

ofour steam-hauled servicesbutwhat

betterway to start ourbusiness than

runningoneof theUK’snewest trains

built to serve local communities and

support thewider railway industry?”

VeterandriverRayChurchill drove thenewTOC’s first trainaspart ofhis assessment
to return to themain line,whenhe tookGWR4-6-0No. 4965RoodAshtonHallon
two return trips fromTyseley toStratford, out via theNorthWarwickshire routeand
returnviaDorridge, onOctober9. JoiningRay,who retired inApril 2016, on the
footplatewasDBCargo inspector JimSmith, carryingout theassessment, and
AlastairMeanley,whopassedoutasa firemanon the same trip.AnecstaticVintage
Trains LtdmanagingdirectorCathBellamy, said: “Hooray,we’ve runour first train,”
beforegivingRayabighugonStratford’splatform.Ashewasabout todepart, a
wasp landedonRay’s greasetophat, promptingRay, completewithhis famous red
neckerchief, to joke: “He’s okay, he cancomealong for the ride.” JONATHANWEBB

NRM prepares to close TheWorks
as part of museum revamp
THENationalRailwayMuseumhas

confirmedthat theworkshopatYork is to

close inorder tocreatebothmoregallery

spaceandmorespace fordisplaying

rollingstock.

TitledTheWorks, theHeritageLottery

Fundgrant-aidedfacilityopened in1999,

and itenablesvisitors to lookdown

fromabalconyon locomotivesbeing

overhauled, themostcurrenthighlight

beingLNERA4PacificNo.60007Sir

NigelGresley,which isnearingtheendof

itsoverhaul.

Insiderssaythat this isoneof the

mainreasonsbehindthedecisionby

NRMmanagementtocall ahaltonthe

restorationofClass55DelticNo.55002

TheKing’sOwnYorkshireLight Infantry, as

museumofficialswant togetstartedon

convertingthearea intoadisplayspace

assoonaspossibleso itcanachieve its

statedaimofcompletingtheconversion,

TheoverhaulofA4No. 60007SirNigelGresleyproceeding inTheWorks.
ROBIN JONES

which formspartofa larger revamp

project,by2021. It isbelievedthatwork

will commence inearnestoncethe

A4departs.

Whenaskedabout theplantoclose

theworkshop,NRMspokesmanSimon

Baylisscommented:“Weareconsidering

arangeofoptions.Theworkshop

occupiesa larger spacethanweneedfor

ourcurrent levelofactivityand itcould

beaprimevisitor space.

“Havingtomaintainaccess tothe

workshopvia thetrianglearea limitswhat

wecando insignificantpartsof theGreat

Hall.Wearereviewinghowrelocation

ofworkshopfacilities toourSouthYard

anduseofour facilitiesatLocomotion

canenableus tocontinuetosupport

maintenance,operationandconservation

ofourcollection,whilecreatingmore

opportunities toprovidegalleryspace

andtodisplayourcollection.

“Ourcurrentplanswill seethecreation

ofanew,morepubliclyaccessibleprep

bay forvisiting locomotives touse,which

willenable light repairsandmaintenance

tobecarriedout tosupportmainline

operationalvehicles.”

Theworkshopwasset tobeusedfor

theoverhaulofFlyingScotsman,which

arrivedthere inJanuary2006,but the

NRMsoondiscoveredthat itwasnot

equippedforsuchanextensiveand

complexrepairandeventuallygavethe

contract toEastLancashire-basedRiley&

Son(E)Ltd.

VTL, Britain’s first charitably controlled

andpubliclyownedTOC, isplanning to

run steam-hauled serviceson themain

linebefore theendof2018.

Its first steamoutingas aTOCcameon

Tuesday,October9,witha test run for

GWR4-6-0No. 4965RoodAshtonHall to

Stratford-upon-Avonandback. Itwas

No. 4965’s first outingon themain line

this year.

AtTyseley,VTL is launchingayouth

board toensure that thevital skills

required tooperateandmaintain

steam-hauledpassenger trains across

thenational network ispreserved for

generations to comebyengaging

youngpeople in railwayheritage.The

youthboardwill represent all areasof

VTLactivity, reporting to theboard

of trustees.

CathBellamy,managingdirectorof

VTL, said:“VintageTrains intends to lead

the field indevelopingapipelineofnew

andyounger steamdrivers, footplate

crewandengineers, supporting training

andapprenticeships.Theyouthboard is

vital in ensuring thatour youngpeople

gain thewide rangeof relevant skills to

ensure that steamtravel has a future for

manyyears to come.”

Three roles areactivelybeing sought,

thoseof chairman, secretary and

treasurer. Candidatesmustbebetween

theagesof 18and30, andable to

demonstrategoodorganisational

and leadership skills andcomputer

literacy. Experience involunteeringor

ofworking in thevoluntary sector is

anadvantage,while an interest in, or

knowledgeof, thegreaterBirmingham

regionand railwayoperatingwouldbe

abenefit.

Further information is available from

helen.ashby23@sky.com

Bo’ness hybrid trips
Oneof thenewClass230swas

scheduled togivepeople thechanceof

being the first to ride inoneof thenew

battery-poweredunits for freeduring

threedaysof trails on theBo’ness&

Kinneil Railway fromOctober10-12.

It is oneof the first such trains in

Scotland since the short-lived‘Sputnik’

railcar seton theDeeside line60years

ago.Onepurposeof the trial, again

under theauspicesofVTL,was to show

thepotential ofbatterypower toavoid

thehighcostof electrification.The

batteries take fourminutes to recharge,

and theunits can run for 40miles atup

to60mph.Theycould replacediesel

overgaps in theelectricnetwork.

Bill Reeve, directorof rail for

Transport Scotland, said:“TheScottish

Government’sprogramme for2017-18

includedacommitment to trial hybrid

self-powered trains.Transport Scotland

welcomes this chance to supportVivarail

indemonstrating thisparticularuseof

zero-emission technologyon rail.”

➜Advert –page13;MainLineNews–

pages62-63;Tyseley’s 50thanniversary

of first openday–pages74-77.
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LSL uses Severn Valley to train its drivers on steam
ByJonathanWebb

LOCOMOTIVE Services Limitedhas

commencedsteamcrewtrainingon the

SevernValleyRailway.

TheTOCcurrentlymakesgreatuseof

drivers fromotheroperators, suchasDB

Cargo,whicharehired in todrive their

steamcharters, as it has very fewsteam

qualifieddriversof its own.

The training,which involvesdrivers

that arealreadypassedoutondiesels,

comprisesof two round trips from

Kidderminster toBridgnorthusinga

rakeof carriages.

Oneach trip thereareat least three

LSLdriversundergoing tuition, hence

theuseof a larger steam locomotive,

suchasBulleidWestCountry light

PacificNo. 34027TawValley,with their

bigger cabs.

DBCargohasalso recently stepped

up its steamcrewtraining,with

managementasking fordiesel

drivers tovolunteer for a traction

conversioncourse.

According toa seniorDBCsteam

driver, the companywasoverwhelmed

by the response,withapproximately

60applications received for just

ninepositions.

However, not all applications came

fromqualifieddrivers,with somebeing

received fromothergrades, suchas

shunting staff orother jobs thatdidn’t

fit the criteria.This ledonedriver to joke

thathewas surprised that therewasn’t

anapplication fromtheTotondepot

lavatory cleaner!

Further LSL steamcrewtraining took

placeat theSVRonOctober15and16,

with theTOCsaying that it expects a

full complementof steamcrews tobe

passedoutover thenext12months.

BulleidWestCountry lightPacificNo. 34027
TawValleydeparts fromKidderminsterwith
the3pmtraining special toBridgnorthon
September26. JONATHANWEBB

Flooddefences toboostBala town
extensionas track is tobe laidon top
PLANS to take theBala Lake

Railway intoBala towncentrehave

beengivenamajorboostbyanew

flooddefence scheme.

Natural ResourcesWaleshas

drawnupplans to improve the

town’s flooddefencesat the

northern foreshore, and the railway

hasbeen in talks about laying track

over them.

It is intended thatNRWwill carry

out all the civil engineeringworks

that are required for the railway to

then lay track.

The flooddefence scheme

involves a thirdof the2ft gauge

railway’s extension.

The railwayneeds to find

£150,000 to cover thispart of the

extensionproject and thenext

landpurchase.

Two funded landpurchases

arealreadygoing through the

legalprocess.

To raisemoney for the latestpart

of theproject, a fundraising road

show is touringevents and there is

alsoadedicated incentive scheme

atwww.balalakerailwaytrust.org.uk

Bala LakeRailwayTrust chairman

JulianBirley said:“Wewouldurge

everyone to joinusandbepartof

this excitingproject.

“There isunprecedented support

for the railway. Businesses can really

see the immense futurebenefit,”

he said.

After 18years, Julianhas stood

downasadirectorof theNorth

NorfolkRailwayplc, ofwhich

hehasbeenchairman in recent

years, to concentrateon theBala

extension scheme.

However, Julian,whowasnamed

theTransportTrust Preservationist

of theYear in2002andalso

awarded theBritishEmpireMedal

in the2015Queen’sBirthday

Honours forhis services to railway

heritage, hasbeennamedas the

newpresidentof theMidland

&GreatNorthern JointRailway

Society, succeeding the lateSir

WilliamMcAlpineandDickHardy.

First components made
for replica Gowrie project
THE first partshavebeenmade for

replicaNorthWalesNarrowGauge

RailwaysSingle Fairlie 0-6-4TGowrie.

While thegroupbehind theproject

awaits trust status, a start hasbeen

madeonengineering someof the

smaller components for theHunslet,

theoriginal ofwhich isbelieved tohave

beenscrapped inor around1928.

Thevery first part is a smokeboxdoor

boss createdby JohnTaylor. Alongside

this, other components thathavebeen

completed so far includecouplingparts

and thebogiepivotpins.Thepinshave

beenmade toa slightly largerdiameter

than theoriginalsdue to the increase in

boilerweight.

The locomotive,whichaspreviously

reportedwill bedual-braked, is

beingconstructedat the sameNorth

Derbyshireworkshop that isbuilding

Yeo, oneof two replicaManning

Wardle2-6-2Ts for theLynton&

BarnstapleRailway.

South Devon and Dartmouth
exchange main line diesels
THE SouthDevonRailway has agreed

to exchange its Class 37D6975 for

theDartmouth SteamRailway’s Class

25D7535.

TheDartmouth line requires a

morepowerful locomotive inorder to

maintain its timetable.

Thedeal is also of benefit to the

SDR, as the railway is already home

to twoother Class 25s,making the

procurement of spares easier by having

amore uniform fleet.

The SDR says that in addition to

the swap, therewas another part of

the deal that involved cash changing

hands to compensate for the difference

in value of the two locomotives and the

provision of a quantity of spares.
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B1No. 1251OliverBury (1264)passesKinchleyLanewith the2pmLoughborough-SwithlandSidingsdemonstration freight
of ‘windcutter’mineralwagonsonOctober7. PAUL BIGGS

BRStandard9FNo. 92214 LeicesterCityheadsaTravelling
PostOffice trainpast theQuorn&Woodhousemail drop.
SCOTTMATLOCK/GCR

With the trees
showing signs
of autumn,
BRStandard
9FNo. 92214
LeicesterCity

passesKinchley
Lanewith
the11.50am
Loughborough-
Rothley
demonstration
van freighton
October7.
PAUL BIGGS

The locomotive that theyused
to call ‘TheVolcano’when it ran
on themain line:BRBulleidPacific
No. 34092CityofWells leaves
Loughboroughwith the11.15am
toLeicesterNorthonOctober7.
NICK GILLIAM

ByRobinJones

IT isnow70years sincenewly-created

BritishRailwaysstagedthe1948

LocomotiveExchanges that saw

classicdesigns fromthe‘BigFour’

companies transferredto trialsonother

successor regions.

Officially, theaimwas toanalyse the

bestaspectsofeachsotheycouldbe

incorporated in theproposednewBR

Standarddesigns.

However,while schoolboy

trainspotterswouldhavebeendelighted

bythesightof interlopers suddenly

appearing for the first time in their

locality, the trialshavebeencriticised

for their lackof scientific thoroughness.

Instead, thenewly-appointedBR

Memberof theRailwayExecutive for

MechanicalandElectricalEngineering,

RobertRiddles, anLMSman,drewlargely

onthatcompany’spracticewhenthe

plans for the12Standardclasseswere

drawnup.

So, foramajoranniversarygala, itwas

only fitting that it should takeplaceon

Britain’s famousdouble-trackheritage

trunk line, theGreatCentralRailway.

TheLocomotiveExchangeswere the

Exchanging trains!

ThompsonB1No.1251OliverBury (1264)passesRabbit
Bridgewith the12pmfromLoughboroughonOctober7.
NICK GILLIAM

themeof the line’sOctober4-7autumn

steamgala.

Theevent featured10 locomotives in

steam, includingspecialguestsBulleid

WestCountry lightPacificNo.34092City

ofWells fromtheEastLancashireRailway

andB14-6-0No.1264masqueradingas

long-scrappedsisterNo.1251OliverBury.

No.1251OliverBury tookpart in the

Exchange,alongwithGCRresident

ModifiedHallWRNo.6990Witherslack

Hall.Asoneof the lastengines in the

class toemerge fromSwindonWorks

immediatelyafternationalisation,

No.6990waschosentotakepart in

thetrials.However,duetoclearance

problems, theonlynon-GreatWestern

Railway routeoverwhichtheengine

could runwas theGreatCentral from

MarylebonetoManchester,partof

which,of course, is themodern-dayGCR.

Itwasalsoused in thetrialsbetween

BristolandPlymouth.

ThegalaalsosawBRStandardPacific

No.70013OliverCromwellmakeone

of its finalappearancesbefore its

ticketexpired.

Also inaction fromthehomefleet

wereStanier8FNo.48624,BRStandard

5MT4-6-0No.73156,BRStandard
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Authentic LocomotiveExchanges1948GCR routeveteranWRNo.6990WitherslackHallpassesWoodthorpewithan
October7passenger service. ROBERT FALCONER

2MT2-6-0No.78018,BRStandard9F

2-1-0-0No.92214LeicesterCity, Ivatt

2MT2-6-0No.46521andLMS3F‘Jinty’

0-6-0TNo.47406.Aswell as theunusual

intensive timetable, thegala featured

freight trains, includingtherecently

restoredboxvanrake, twoTravellingPost

Office traindemonstrationsperdayand

onenon-stoppassengerexpresseach

day.Overall, thereweremorethan40

movementsperday.

AGCRspokesmansaid thegalahad

been“excellent”with takingsonapar

with thesameevent lastyear, although

theweatherontheSaturdayhadbeen

poor.Therehadbeenaminorproblem

with the Ivatt,whichwas fixedpromptly.

Talkswithowner theNationalRailway

Museumabout thenextoverhaulof

OliverCromwellwereongoingaswe

closed forpress.

As it stands, its finalpublicappearance

willbeatTheLastHurrahofNovember

17/18.Thateventwill feature five

steamlocomotivesandonediesel in

action,withamixtureofpassengerand

freight trains.

However,don’tmiss theBonfireNight

spectacularatQuorn&Woodhouseon

November5before then!
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Gala trains to call at Eardington?
ByPaulAppleton

THE small teamofvolunteersbehind

theproject to refurbish theplatformat

theSevernValleyRailway’s forgotten

station–EardingtonHalt –were in

buoyantmoodduring theSeptember

20-23autumnsteamgala, afterhearing

that theplanningcommitteeaims to

stop trainsat the formerhaltduring the

2019springsteamevent–providedall

goes toplan.

SpeakingontheSundayof thegala,

stationmasterSteveDownssaid that

sufficient teaandhome-madecakes

hadbeensold fromthestation’s tiny

refreshment roomtocomplete the

fundinggap for theedgingslabsneeded

tocomplete the restoredplatformface.

Fiftynewslabsarebeingmadeso that

the full lengthof theoriginalplatform

canbe reopened.Aquantityof these

arealreadyonsiteatEardingtonandthe

remainderwill bemadeover thecoming

weeks,withaviewto finishing thework

during thewinter shutdown in January

andearlyFebruary.

Local gala trains
Steve said:“Weneeded to raise another

£8000 toget theedging slabsmadeand

weare just about there, thanks to some

generousdonationsand the saleof

refreshmentsduring stationopendays,

which seemtobeverypopular, despite

trains notbeing able to stophere.”

Themetre long slabs arebeing

produced specially for theproject using

a speciallymademould.

“Making them is a slowprocess but

the remaining slabs shouldbedelivered

soon,weather permitting, although the

temperatureneeds tobe favourable

so they canproperly set beforebeing

handled,”addedSteve.

SVRevents co-ordinator Lewis

Maddox said:“If all goes toplan,we

should see a limitednumber of trains

stopat thehalt once thework is

complete.Our spring steamgala from

March15-17will have aGreatWestern

branch line flavour, sowe’rehoping

to stopa train at EardingtonHalt as

part of the festivities.Wehaveour

fingers crossed!”

The ideawouldbe for oneof the‘local’

trains tobeplannedto runbetween

BridgnorthandHamptonLoade, calling

atEardington ineachdirection,but there

arenoplans for trains tostop there in the

normal timetable.The ruling1-in-100

gradientmeans that starting fully-

ladeneight-coach trainsat the footof

EardingtonBankwouldpotentially cause

operationalproblems,plus increase

runningcosts in fuel consumption,

alongwithanunwelcomeadjustment to

the timetable.

However, if all goes toplan, trains

callingatEardingtoncouldbecome

aregulargala feature, realising the

dreamheldbymembersof the

FriendsofEardingtonStationwho

haveworkedhardovermanyyears to

bring this forgottenstationbackupto

operationaluse.

Further enhancements
Completionof theplatformwill not

be theendof the story. Steveandhis

teamhaveplans to further enhance the

attractions at the station, including the

re-erectionof anoriginal groundframe

hutwhichonce stoodat Eardingtonand

hasbeenacquired fromtheWelshpool

&Llanfair LightRailway,where itwas

usedasa stationbuildingatCastle

Caereinion. It is planned to turn the

building intoa small artefactsmuseum

thatwouldopenduring special events.

➜Fundsare still neededtocontinue

theworkatEardington.

Donations in supportof this can

bemadebycheque,payable to

‘EardingtonStation (SVR)Fund’and

sent toEardingtonStationPlatform

Appeal, 3LowerForge, Eardington,

Bridgnorth, ShropshireWV165LQ.

Freshoutof thebox: Thework required to complete theplatformedgecanclearlybe seenasnewly-overhauledvisitor
LMSPrincessCoronationPacificNo. 6233DuchessofSutherlandapproachesonSunday, September23, the final dayof the
autumnsteamgala, as featuredonpages48-53. PAUL APPLETON

The first deliveryof
newedging slabsat
Eardington station
await theopportunity
for themtobe installed,
and lead tooneof
theheritage sector’s
forgotten stops tobe
broughtback intouse.
PAUL APPLETON

A1Tornado set forNovember3main line comebackas repairs areon track
ByCedricJohns

HAVINGcompletedrepairs to its

Peppercorn4-6-2No.60163Tornado,

ownerTheA1SteamLocomotiveTrust

remainsconfidentthat the locomotive

willbefit formain linework, starting

with itscommitment totheScottish

RailwayPreservationSocietyon

Saturday,November3.

This isanewventure for theSRPS,

thetraindepartingLinlithgowforYork

viaEdinburgh,CarlisleandSettle.

Meanwhile,Tornadohasclockedup

morethan500milesof running-inon

theNeneValleyRailway (seeNews,

pages18and19)and it isplanned

toaddanother250milesbefore the

enginegoesmain line foraproving

runtowards theendofOctober.

TheA1’sproblemsstembacktothe

failureon its90mphtrip inApril. Ina

statement, thetrust said:“Duetothe

needtoensurethat the locomotive

is fully run-in,andtocompleteall the

necessary rectificationprocesses, it

hasbeennecessary topostpone‘The

YnysMonExpress’onSeptember29

and‘TheAuldReekie’tourOctober7.

Thetrustwouldagain like tothank

everyonefor their continuedsupport.”

Tornadowasalsounavailable for the

SRPS‘ForthCircle’onOctober13.

Assumingallgoeswellon

November3,Tornado finishes theyear

with just twomoremain linetrips–

the firstbeingSaturday,December

1’s‘ChristmasBorderRaider’.Hauled

byTornado throughout, theUK

Railtours-managedtripwill runfrom

TameBridgetoCarlisle,viaCreweand

Settle, returningoverShap.

OnSaturday,December15, the

4-6-2 isbookedtoworkPathfinder’s

‘ChesterChuffer’.Diesel-hauledfrom

Salisbury, theA1will takeoverat

Bescot,workingover theCannock

Chase line, thenalongthefastWCML

throughStaffordandCreweto

Chester.Tornadowillhaul thereturn

toWorcesterviaWrexham,witha

diesel completingthefinal leg.

Anewseriesof‘NorthBriton’trips

startsonFebruary9,withbookings

beingmanagedbyUKRailtours.

Thesecircular toursare routedover

theSettleandCarlisle line.The first

tourdepartsLeicester,withTornado

haulingthetrain fromDoncasteras

farasTyneYard.Theremainderof the

toursdepartKing’sCross, the firstof

whichrunsonFebruary16,with the

A1workingbetweenTyneYardand

Doncaster,viaCarlisleandSettle.

Further trains runonJune8, July20,

August17and24.

➜New‘Aberdonian’day trips:Main

LineNews, pages61-66.
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Sweet deal
as WLLR
loco heads
to Taiwan
ByGarethEvans

THEWelshpool&Llanfair Railwayhas

loaned itsdiminutiveAndrewBarclay

0-4-0TNo. 2207of1946Dougal to the

TaiwanSugarCorporation (Taisugar) for

sixmonths–and the locomotivemay

return toaction, subject to the results of

adetailed inspection.

The initiative is the result of a twinning

arrangement thathasbeenagreed

between theW&LandTaisugar. Similar

toanagreement signed in2017

between theWelsh lineand theAlishan

Railway, anothermajor line inTaiwan,

the twinningpromotes long-term

mutual co-operationandexchange

between the two railways.

TheTaiwanSugarCorporationonce

ownedmore than40mills around the

country, but as sugarproductionhas

declined it hasdiversified intoother

areas, andTaisugarnowoperates five

shortheritage railwaysat formermills

that it owns.

Part of theagreementwill see theW&L

providing thebenefits of experience

gained inmore than50yearsof

tourist railwayoperation toTaisugar,

while the returnbenefitswill include

technical assistance, particularly in the

maintenanceof1979-builtDiemadiesel

No. 17,which theW&Lpurchased from

Taisugar in2004.Cross-level tourist

promotionwill alsobeundertakenat

a timewhen theUK isbecomingan

increasingly attractivedestination for

travellers fromtheFar East.

TheW&Lboardhasalsoagreed to

Taisugar’s request to sendDougal to

Taiwanona six-month loan, inorder

for the loco toappear at theannual

Sugar Festival inDecember– themajor

celebrationof the sugar industry’s

year.The themeof this year’s Festival

is tobe‘TaiwanandBritishRailway

CultureExchange.’

Whilebasically inworkingorder,

Dougalhasnot runon theW&Lsince

2013,whensignificant andexpensive

boilerworkwasdeemednecessary.As

the locomotive’s small sizeprevents it

beingused fornormalpassenger traffic,

it has remainedoutofuse since,with the

railway’s limited resourcesnecessarily

focusedon the front-line fleet.

Amemberof theW&L’s engineering

teamwill travel toTaiwan tooversee the

locomotive’s unloadinganda technical

inspectionbyTaisugar.The sugar

companyhas indicated thatdepending

on the results of this inspection, an

offermaybemade tocarryoutwork

onDougal tobring it up tooperating

condition.Noworkwill commence

until theW&Lbeen fully consultedand

agreed towhatextent, if any, restoration

shouldbeundertaken.

All costsofDougal’svisit toTaiwan

arebeing fullymetbyTaisugar, and

therewill benocall upon the resources

of theW&Lat a timewhen the railway

is fully committed tobothcurrent

maintenanceand futuredevelopment

of the line.

Built forProvanGasworks inGlasgow,
AndrewBarclay0-4-0TDougal is
normallyonpublic display in
theexhibition shedatWelshpool.
It departed theWelshpool&Llanfair
RailwayonSeptember28.GARETH EVANS
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Uniquebut flawed: Inaphotograph that emphasises itsbulk,No. 111TheGreatBear is seen inOldOakCommonshed,west London, onMay21, 1921, less than three
yearsbefore the landmarkGWRPacificwasdismantledandsomeof itspartsused tobuildaCastle class locomotive that carried the samenumberbutwasnamed
ViscountChurchill.The identityof the immaculatebowler-hattedgentlemanposingwithawalking cane isnot recorded,butwhoeverhe is, his attire anddemeanour
providea sharp contrast to those commonlyencountered inavastworking steam locomotivedepot.Oneof the cabsidenumberplates fromtheuniquePacific is togo
under thehammerat aGWRailwayanaauctiononNovember17.NORMAN PREEDY ARCHIVE

Unique GWR numberplate
in auction spotlight
ByGeoffCourtney

ONEof thebrasscabsidenumberplates

fromauniqueGWRexpress locomotive

thatwasdescribedbya leadingrailway

engineerand journalistasoneof the few

failures toemerge fromSwindonand

wasevenallegedly regardedasa‘white

elephant’by itsdesigner, is togounder

thehammeronNovember17.

The locomotivewasTheGreatBear,

theonlyPacificeverbuiltbytheGWR

andalsothe first4-6-2 tobebuilt in

Britain.Designedbychiefmechanical

engineerGeorgeJacksonChurchward, it

emergedfromSwindon inFebruary1908

asNo.111,andwasthecentreofwhat

todaywouldbedescribedas‘PRspin’due

to itpublicityvaluetotheGWR.

However, itsaxle loadingofmorethan

20tonsmeant its routeavailabilitywas

limitedtothePaddingtontoBristolmain

line,and itsperformanceprovednot to

beasignificant improvementonsuch

Churchward-designed4-6-0classesas

theStarandSaint.

Despitemodifications, including

tothesuperheating,No.111failedto

excel,andits fatewasdoubtlesssealed

whenthemorepowerfulCastleclass

was introducedin1923tothedesign

ofCharlesCollett,whohadsucceeded

Churchwardafterhis retirementthe

previousyear.

One-off Pacific
OnJanuary7,1924, thePacificentered

Swindonworksforheavyboiler repairs,

andthedecisionwasmadetodismantle

thelocomotive,whichhadjustover

525,000milesontheclock,andusesome

oftheparts–whichoneobserversaid

wassolelypartof its frames–toconstruct

aCastle.

This‘new’locomotiveenteredservice in

SeptemberofthatyearnamedViscount

Churchillbutratherstrangely, inviewof

thedubious legacyofTheGreatBear,

carryingitsNo.111ratherthanthenext

number inthebuildsequenceofthe

Castleclass.Thisengineprovedmore

durablethanthelocomotivewhose

number itbore,giving29years’service

beforebeingwithdrawnfromPlymouth

Laira (83D) inJuly1953.

Therewasmuchdebateafter the

Pacific’sdemiseastowhytheGWRhad

builtsuchalocomotive inthefirstplace.

Someput itdowntoitspublicityvalue,

butrespectedrailwayauthorOSNock

said itwasprimarilyanexercise inboiler

designbyChurchward,whowasplanning

forthetimewhenhisStarclasswould

beunabletohandleheavier loads.He

alsosaidthatChurchwardhadadeep

affectionfortheenginebutcameto

regard itasa“whiteelephantratherthan

agreatbear.”

Whateverthereasonforthisone-off

Pacific, theauthoritativerailwayengineer

andtechnical journalistCecil JAllen

describedtheengineasoneofthevery

fewlocomotivetypesproducedby

Swindon,andinparticularamongthe

Churchwarddesigns,“towhichtheword

‘failure’couldbeapplied.”

SimonTurner, theauctioneerofGW

Railwayanawhowillbeputtingthe

plateunderthehammeratPershore

HighSchoolonNovember17,said:“Our

researchshowsthatthisnumberplate

isoneofthetwoplatescarriedfirstly

byTheGreatBearandsubsequentlyby

ViscountChurchill.

Authenticity
“It iscertainly fromtheCastle,as itwas

purchasedbythevendor’suncledirectly

fromBRafter the locowaswithdrawnin

1953,andit iswellknownthattheCastle

inheritedtheplates fromtheoriginal

No.111.Comingfromsuchalandmark

andhistoric locomotive, it isprobablythe

mostexcitingcabsidenumberplatewe

haveeverhad.”

Simon,whohimself livesdeepin

GWRterritory inEvesham,saidthe

numberplatefromtheothersideof the

Pacificwas inaprivatecollectionwith

oneoftheViscountChurchillnameplates,

whiletheotherViscountChurchill

nameplate isalso inaprivatecollection

andoneofTheGreatBearnameplates is in

London’sScienceMuseum.
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AnunidentifiedGERsix-wheel coachbody inuseas the station tearoomseatingareaatWells stationon theWells&
WalsinghamLightRailway.

GER six-wheel and four-wheel coachbodies atWells. The
four-wheelerhasbeen identifiedasGERNo. 1560.

AnotherGER four-wheel coachbody is tobe restoredas
holidayaccommodation.

Four Great Eastern carriages at Wells
WordsandpicturesbyBrianSharpe

NORFOLKhas alwaysbeen knownas

fertile ground for discoveringgrounded

pre-Groupingwoodencoachbodies,

withmanyexamples still survivingon

farms and in a variety of other locations.

Further coaches are regularly being

discovered, but a surprising twist is that

no less than fourGER coachbodies

have arrivedat oneof the county’s

heritage railways.

All hadbeenusedas living

accommodation, possibly formany

years, although little is knownof their

history andonly oneof the four has

beenpositively identified.

TheWells &WalsinghamLight

Railway is a 10¼ingauge linebuilt on

the trackbedof thenorthern endof

theGERbranch fromWymondhamto

Wells-next-the-Sea; the southern endof

thebranchnowbeing theMid-Norfolk

Railway. Claiming tobe theworld’s

smallest public railway, theWWLR

doesnot use theoriginalWells station

but terminates southof theA149

coast road.

Identities
Twoof the coachbodies areGER four-

wheel five-compartment third class

vehicles.Onehasbeen identified asGER

No. 1560; theotherwaswithdrawnby

the LNER in 1925.

At one time they formedpart of a

homecalledRailwayVillas, although the

locationof this residence is unknown.

Inmore recent years, theywere stored

in awoodyardnearNorwichbut arrived

at theWWLR’sWells station in February

2017,where theunidentified coach

body is being considered for restoration

as aholidayhome.

Theother twovehicles areone-time

GER six-wheel six-compartment third

class coaches, againunidentified.The

twobodieswereused side-by-side as

a residential property in Estover Road

inMarchbutunusually thewholeof

the twocoacheswere surroundedby

abrickwall, butwithholes so that the

coachwindowswere visible.

Demolitionof theproperty once

again revealed the rest of the coaches

and the twoweremoved toWells in

June2017.Oneof thebodies hasbeen

converted for use as the station tea

roomseating areapendingamore

extensive restoration.

THEclosed10¼ingaugePoole

ParkRailway is tobe takenover

by its local authority landlords

atacostof£350,000–andwill

reopennext summer.

Thecontract for running

the linewashandedto the

FriendsofPooleParkcharityas

acommunity interest company

in July last year.However, safety

concerns led to theBorough

ofPooleCouncil cancelling

thecontract inMay following

derailmentsand thedepartureof

several volunteers.

Acouncil scrutinycommittee

approvedthe investment in the

railwaywhichwill extendthe

useofvolunteer labourwhile

keeping the lineunderpublic

control.Theplan includedmajor

work to replace the trackon the

69-year-oldattraction.

Acouncil spokesmansaid:“We

havebeencareful toconsider

awide rangeofoptionsand

feel thisapproachwill delivera

reliableandsustainableminiature

railway in the future, keeping

thismuch-lovedattraction in

PoolePark.”

THE contract to overhaul the boiler

of GWR2-8-2TNo. 7200 has been

awarded toHeritage Boiler Steam

Services Ltd,which recentlymoved

from theWest Shed at theMidland

Railway-Butterley toHuyton,

Merseyside.

Based at the Buckinghamshire

RailwayCentre, the locomotive is

amember of a classwhich is yet to

operate in preservation.The other

survivors, Nos. 7202 atDidcot and 7229

at the East Lancashire Railway, are also

under restoration.

As soon asHBSS has settled in to its

new site andmembers of the 7200

Trust have completed restoring all the

internal parts required for the boiler,

it will be sent alongwith the two

newbarrel sections and tubeplate

toHuyton.

The‘heavy freight’is set tomove

out of its shed in the comingweeks to

enable the removal of the tanks and

the trial fitting of the new smokebox.

The rolling chassis is virtually

complete,with the insidemotion,

brake gear, sidebars, crossheads and

connecting rods fitted.The chimney

andblower ring andmanyother parts

have beenmadenew,while the bunker

is virtually new.Thenew tankswill also

go toHuyton for adjustment.

➜Donations towards the project

canbemade atmydonate.bt.com/

charities/7200trust

SouthDevon to
restage lastBR
trainonbranch
THESouthDevonRailwaywill be

running trains throughout the

nightat its50thanniversarygala

onApril 6/7.

Steamtrainsbetween

BuckfastleighandTotnes

(Riverside)will operate

continuously from10amon

theSaturdayuntil 6pmon

theSunday.

Supervisedgroupsof

photographerswill have the

opportunity tophotographthe

shedsandtheengineswithin

Buckfastleighyard.

Before then, the railwaywill

alsobe runningaspecial steam

train tocommemorate the

60thanniversaryof the last

BRpassenger trainbetween

AshburtonandTotneson the first

Saturday inNovember1958.

Thespecialwill run

onNovember3, leaving

Buckfastleighat7.58pmand

returning fromTotnesat thesame

time itdid60yearsago,bringing

passengersbackat9.21pm.

Ticketsareonsalenowatwww.

southdevonrailway.co.ukat the

usual return fareof£15.

Council plans
to takeover
seaside line

HBSS awarded 7200 boiler contract
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Bahamas is back in action!
ByRobinJones

WAS it really fiveyearsagothata forlorn-

lookingBahamasappearedona low

loader in thecarparkofHeritageRailway

publisherMortonsatHorncastle,enroute

fromIngrowontheKeighley&Worth

ValleyRailwaytoTyseleyLocomotive

Works inBirminghamfor its long-awaited

overhaul tobegin?

OnFriday,September28,when

BahamasLocomotiveSocietypatron

LadyJudyMcAlpinepulledbackthe

flags tounveil thenameplateof the

immaculatelyoutshoppedJubilee

No.45596outsidetheTyseleyworkshops,

after thebiggestandmostextensive

overhaulBahamashashadforwellover

halfacentury, that landmarkvisit toour

headquarters seemedaworldaway.

Crowdpuller
Thatday,Emmerdale‘womaniser’Rodney

Blackstock,playedbyactorPatrick

Mower, joinedasizeablecontingentof

townsfolkwhoturnedout towitness

thereturnofasteamlocomotivetothe

Lincolnshire town.

Fiveyearson,and21yearsafter

Bahamas last steamed,No.45596

wasagainadmiredbycrowds, this

timevisitors tothehugelysuccessful

Tyseleygalaeventheldtomark the

50thanniversaryof its firstopenday in

September1968, justa fewweeksafter

theendofBRmain linesteam(seespecial

feature,pages76-79).

Bahamaswasbuilt for theLMSin

December1934bytheNorthBritish

LocomotiveWorks inGlasgow. Itentered

traffic inJanuary1935atCreweand

wasnamedBahamas in June1936.

Amemberof the191-strongclass,

itoperatedfromshedsatPreston,

Camden,Willesden,KentishTown,Derby,

Grimesthorpe,Millhouses,Bristol,Crewe

andEdgeHillbeforemovingtoStockport

Edgeley fromCarlisle inJuly1962.

Unique Jubilee
Bahamaswasbought forpreservation

inAugust1967byagroupofStockport-

basedenthusiasts followinganappeal

in theManchesterEveningNews inApril

1967.A localbusinessman,Geoffrey

Potter, loanedthegroupthe£3000

neededtobuythe locomotive, the firstof

four Jubilees tobesaved.

Uniquely, itwas fittedwithadouble-

chimneyatCrewe inMay1961and

blastpipe,making itarguably themost

powerfulof the four.Historiansviewitas

the finalattemptbyBRto improvethe

efficiencyof its steamfleetasall such

experimentswerestoppedafterwards

in the faceofa tidalwaveofdieselisation

andelectrification.

Bahamas receiveda‘light’repairat

Hunslet inLeedsbefore returningto

Stockport inMarch1968 inLMScrimson

lake liveryandcarrying itsLMSnumber

5596.AsStockportEdgeleyclosed inMay

1968, theenginemoved inNovember

1968tothe long-closedDintingRailway

CentrenearGlossopafterashortperiod

atBury. In1990, thesocietymoved its

WatchedbyBahamasLocomotiveSociety chairmanKeithWhitmore, societypatronLady JudyMcAlpineunveiled thenameplateofnewlyoverhauled Jubilee
No. 45596Bahamas, resplendentagain inBRgreen, at TyseleyonSeptember28.ROBIN JONES

Proudly steamingagainafter 21years:Bahamas takesa runwithin theTyseleyLocomotiveWorks limitsonSeptember28.
ROBIN JONES
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baseto IngrowontheKeighley&Worth

ValleyRailway.

Bahamashauled its firstheritageera

train inOctober1972,and its final trainon

themain line inSeptember1994.After

that, it ranonheritage lines fora further

threeyears.

Its latestoverhaulhascostnearly

£1million–comparedtotheprevious

repairscarriedoutbysocietyvolunteers

for just£15,000.Thecostof theoverhaul

hasbeenbackedbya£776,000Heritage

LotteryFundgrant,whichalso financed

thedevelopmentof thesociety’s

acclaimedLearningCoacheducationand

exhibition facilityat Ingrowstation.

Following itsoverhaulunder the

auspicesofchiefengineerBobMeanley,

and its firstpublic reappearance in

steamatTyseley50,Bahamaswillnow

undergoaseriesofmain linetest runs,

therequiredelectricalapparatusalready

fitted.Thesocietyhasplacedanorder

withWestCoastRailways toundertake

lightengineandsupportcoachtest

runsontheTyseley-Bordesley-Stratford-

upon-Avonroute,a loadedtest run

fromTyseley toLeicesterandbackand

its returnto IngrowviaCarnforth–allof

which,hopefully,willbecompletedby

mid-November.Thetrainwill consist, it is

anticipated,ofBahamas, thesociety’sand

Tyseley’s supportcoaches,Tyseley’swater

carrierandaClass47diesel.

Ingrowallocation
SocietychairmanKeithWhitmoresaid

thatBahamaswillbebasedat Ingrow

rather than“sheddedout”toanoutside

operator’sbase.However,hesaid that

becauseofa30%increase in traffic

on theAiredale line, therewouldbe

fewerpathsavailable to take tours from

theKWVR.

HeaddedthatBahamaswould

probablybeusedmoreonhighdaysand

holidayson theKWVRthan in regular

service there, andwasmore likely tosee

frequentuseonthemain line,with the

SettleandCarlisle routeon itsdoorstep,

andwouldbemadeavailable forhire.

➜Suchhasbeenthe interest in

No.45596since its relaunchand

appearanceat theTyseley50

openweekendthat theBahamas

LocomotiveSocietyhasdecided to

extend its specialmembershipoffer

untilDecember31.Under theoffer,

fullmembership is available for just

£15.75.Downloadthe formfromwww.

bahamas45596.co.uk,write1T57on

the formandreturn itbyDecember31.

Bahamas linesupalongsideTyseley-basedout-of-ticket sisterNo. 5593Kolhapur
outside theworkshoponSeptember28. ROBIN JONES

Several formerEdgeley (9B) shed railwaymenwhoworkedonBahamas in itsBR
daysattended the relaunchatTyseleyonSeptember28. Left to right are John
Nixon (aged72),whostartedat9B inMarch1963, EdwinBowlas (86)whostarted
in1947, EddieRowbotham(91)who started in July1943andAlanBudge (71),
whostartedat9B inApril 1962andwas the first to cleanBahamaswhen itwas
reallocated toEdgeley fromCarlisle. PhilipHoltwasalso inattendancebuthad to
leavebefore the shotwas taken.BLS
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LNERA3PacificNo. 60103Flying
Scotsmanarrives atWansford

withaprivate charter for coach
touroperatorsonSeptember28,

passingA1PacificNo. 60163
Tornado,waiting todepart light
engine forPeterboroughNene

Valley.BRIAN SHARPE

Scotsman and Tornado
storm the Nene Valley!
ByBrianSharpe

BAD luck forBritain’s twobest-known

steamenginesonEastCoastMainLine

railtourshas resulted inanunexpected

bonus for theNeneValleyRailway,

withbothengines findingthemselves

togetheronthe lineat theend

ofSeptember.

LNERA3PacificNo.60103Flying

Scotsmancametogriefwithan

overheateddrivingwheelaxleboxafter

a runfromYorktoPeterboroughon

October18 lastyear.

Theenginewasable tomoveslowly

roundtotheNVRwhererepairswere

carriedoutbyRiley&SonEngineering

workingat the line’sWansfordbase.Asa

thank-youtotherailway for theuseof its

facilities, theNationalRailwayMuseum

madetheengineavailable forasell-out

programmeof runsontheNVRon

September30-October2.

Meanwhile,PeppercornA1Pacific

No.60163Tornado suffered lubrication

problemsnearBiggleswadeduringa

high-profile90mphpublic runfrom

King’sCross toYorkonApril14.Adiesel

towedthestrickenA1and its train to

Peterborough,whereagaintheengine

was fit inSeptember tocommence

running inontheNVRtoaccumulate

mileagebefore returningtomain line

service.

Aweekendofpublic runningon

September23-24hadbeenarranged

andtheA1 justmadethisdeadline

fora returntoservice.Theenginealso

spentseveraldaysmaking lightengine

runsbetweenWansford,YarwellMill

andPeterboroughNeneValleywith

the intentionofcovering750miles to

thoroughly run-in therepairedmotion.

FlyingScotsmanarrivedatWansford

fromCrewewith its supportcoachon

Monday,September24andWansford

shedplayedhost toA1andA3Pacifics in

steamside-by-side.TheA3hadadditional

trainsbookedforprivatecoachpartieson

ThursdayandFridaythatweekandmade

threereturntripseachday,whileTornado

ran its lightenginetrips inbetweentrains.

FlyingScotsmandepartedfrom

Wansfordwith its supportcoachearly

onTuesday,October3 forSouthall to

bepreparedfor its trip toCornwall later

in theweek,whilearrangementswere

beingmadeforTornado tomakeamain

linetest run,expectedtotakeplace

atnight.

➜Tornado is to visit theWensleydale

Railwayat theendofMayand

beginningof Junenext year, it has

beenannounced.

A1PacificNo. 60163Tornadoheadsoneof its first passenger trains since
completionof its repairs, past Longueville Junctionon theNeneValleyRailway
onSeptember27.BRIAN SHARPE

To theutter surpriseandsheerdelightof agroupofmainly local peoplewho
gatheredaround theUffington signalbox level crossingon theStamford to
Peterborough linearoundmiddayonMonday, September24,FlyingScotsman

–hauling its support coachen route to theNeneValleyRailway–drewtoadead
stop in frontof thegates. It stood there for severalminuteswhile thedriver spoke
to the signalman. ROBIN JONES
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DeanForestRailwayMk2acarriage
appeal crosseshalfwaymark
THEDeanForest RailwaySociety

has raisedmore thanhalf the

required£60,000 topurchase,

transport andprepare for service

twoMk.2a carriages.

Aspreviously reported inHeritage

Railway, the society launched the

appeal inMay.

Withmore than£32,000 raised,

the linehas securedcoach

No.W5341,whichhasmoved to

Rampart EngineeringatBarrow

Hill for theadditionof vacuum

brakingand toensure that the

steamheating system is functional

prior towinter service.Thevehicle

is expected toarriveat theDFR in

lateNovember.

Society vice chairman James

Grahamsaid:“Wearegrateful toall

whohavedonated toour appeal so

far.Wewould love to crackonand

acquire thenext carriagebefore the

Santa specials start.

“Thepurchaseof these two

coacheswill allowus to take some

ofour existingMk1carriagesout

of serviceandgive themamuch

neededoverhaul, includingour

buffet carNo. 1803. Bydonating to

theDFRSCoachingStockAppeal,

youwill behelpingus tokeep

runningheritage trains in theForest

ofDean formanyyears to come.”

➜Donations canbemadeonline

at: https://www.justgiving.com/

crowdfunding/dfr-mk2-coaches

orbypost toDFRSCoachAppeal,

DeanForest Railway, ForestRoad,

Lydney,Glos,GL154ET,making

chequespayable to‘DeanForest

RailwaySociety.’

Anger over goods wagon
removal from Clare park
LOCALresidentsare furious thatahistoric

goodswagonhasbeenremovedfrom

Essex’sClareCountryPark.

Ownershipofall the landandbuildings

at thepark, includingthe formerGER

stationthatservedClareontheStour

Valley line fromShelfordtoSudbury,was

transferred fromSuffolkCountyCouncil

toClareTownCouncil inMarch2015.

Theparkhasbeenawarded£1.5million

ofHeritageLotteryFundinggrantaid

andoneof theprojects includes the

refurbishmentof theClareParkCentre,

the formergoodsshedwhichhousedthe

wagon,whichhasnowbeenremoved.

Thebuilding is tobeconverted intoa

multi-purposespace forexhibitionsand

educationalpurposes.

TowncouncillorBobVergusonsaid:

“People inClareare incensedandvery

upsetas it’spartof thetown’sheritage.”

ParkmanagerGeoffreyBray,who is

thechairmanof trusteesatClareCountry

ParkTrust, said itwasnotpractical tokeep

thewagon,andaconsultationabout the

planshadbeenundertaken.Hesaidthat

thewagon isgoingtoanewhomeat the

ColneValleyRailway.

NewGlenfinnancar andcoachpark
withPotter appeal ready for easter?
ANEWcarpark close to the

WestHighlandExtension’s

Glenfinnanviaductwith special

appeal forHarryPotter fanshas

beenapproved.

The locationalsoattracts

hundredsof tourists and railway

enthusiasts, but itspopularityhas

led to traffic congestionon the

A830,withvisitorsparkingon the

vergesof thebusy roadbecause

only50 spaces areavailablenear

to theviaduct, part of the route

ofWestCoastRailways’‘Jacobite’

summer steamserviceswhichhave

longbeenanessential plankof the

local tourist economy.

HighlandCouncil hasnowgiven

thegreen light to theplanby

GlenfinnanEstate to create103

spaces for cars and10 for coaches

on landnear aNationalTrust For

Scotlandvisitor centre.

GlenfinnanCommunityCouncil

has sought funding for the carpark,

which it hopeswill beavailable

byeaster.

Several of theHarryPotter films

featured the‘Hogwarts Express’

crossing theviaduct.
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Footplatepersonality: Railway
enthusiast ChrisHughes, a regular
on theBBCTVquizprogramme
Eggheads, on the footplateofBarry
survivorNo. 2857afterhehadopened
theGuildofRailwayArtists’ Railart
2018exhibitionatKidderminsteron
August25. TheGWR2-8-0wasbuilt
inApril 1918,withdrawnbyBR from
Neath (87A) exactly 45years later, in
April 1963and, saved forpreservation,
arrived inAugust1975at theSevern
ValleyRailway,where it hasbeen
basedever since. PHILIP D HAWKINS

Pacific at night is public’s favourite
painting at railway artists’ show
ByGeoffCourtney

ADRAMATICsceneofLMSPrincess

CoronationPacificNo.46235Cityof

Birmingham stormingthroughthenight

undera leadenskywasthepublic’s

overwhelmingfavouriteat theGuildof

RailwayArtists’annualRailartexhibition,

whichclosedonSeptember30.

Theoilpainting,byguildpresident

JohnAustin,wontheexhibition’sPicture

of theYearaward,which isvotedon

byvisitors. Johnalsoscoopedsecond

placewithhisworkofGWRCastle4-6-0

No.5072Hurricaneonanexpressat

Kidderminster, andthirdplacewent

toMalcolmRoot’sdepictionofLNER

F5class2-4-2TNo.67200onanOngar

trainatEpping.The leadingwatercolour

in thepollwasofaClass37dieselat

GrangemouthbyJamesGreen.

Theexhibitionwasheldat

KidderminsterRailwayMuseum,and is

anopportunityeveryyear forenthusiasts

andthegeneralpublicalike toenjoy

theworkofsomeof themost talented

railwayartists in theworld.

Therewere52paintingsonshow, in

watercolour,oil, acrylic, charcoaland

othermedia,withmanyof thembeing

onsale. It ran for fiveweeks,andwas

openedbyChrisHughes,a regularon

BBCTV’sEggheadsquizprogramme

andakeensupporterof theLMS-Patriot

projectwhich isbuildingNo.5551The

UnknownWarrior.

AnnaBastin,whoas theguild’s

exhibitionofficerorganisedtheshow,

said.“Weattractedseasonedattendees

aswellasnewvisitorsofall ages,and

receivedsomeverypositive feedback,

includinganumberofcomments that

itwashardtochoose justoneworkto

vote forbecausetheywereall sogood.”

Sheaddedthatwellovera thirdof the

paintingsondisplayweresold.

Theguild,whichhasaworldwide

membership,was founded in1979

andwill thusbecelebrating its ruby

anniversarynextyear,anoccasionfor

whichAnnasays therearespecialplans.

Meanwhile,200milesaway inCounty

Durham,another railwayartexhibition

wasclosing itsdoors.Thevenuewas

Locomotion inShildon, theNRM’ssecond

location,andfeatured28worksby

ChristinePulham,a fullmemberof the

GuildofRailwayArtistsandthewifeof

guildpublicityofficerRob.

Theexhibitioncreatedtwo‘firsts’– it

was the firstexhibitionatLocomotion

ofworksby justoneartist, andwasalso

Chris’sdebutsoloexhibition.

As the lastvisitors leftonSeptember

30,Chris said:“Ithasbeenatremendous

success.Wehadpeople fromOxford,

BournemouthandGlasgowwho

attendedspecifically toviewthe

exhibition,andtherewasevenacouple

wholived inBritishColumbia in

westernCanada.

“The localpeoplehavebeenreally

supportivewithmanyof themreturning

several times. Ithasbeenanexperience

wewillnever forget,andweowe

muchthanks tothewonderful teamat

Locomotion,withoutwhoseongoing

support itwouldn’thavebeenpossible.”

PamPorter,dutyofficereventsat

Locomotion, said:“Chris’spaintingsgave

visitorsa fantasticopportunity toshare

theirownmemoriesandexperiences

of thepowerofsteam,and ignite their

curiosity to learnmore.

“Inparticular, thepaintingsof

locomotiveswhicharealsoondisplay

at themuseumofferedourvisitors the

chancetoexploreadifferentviewof

thesespectacularvehicles.Wewere

delightedtohavetheopportunity to

shareChris’sworkwithourvisitors.”

Night-timeexpress: JohnAustin’s paintingof LMSPrincessCoronationPacificNo. 46235CityofBirminghamwonthePictureof theYearawardatRailart 2018,heldat
KidderminsterRailwayMuseumthroughoutSeptember.

Help fundnewMountsorrelmuseumextension
ANappeal to fundanextensionto

theMountsorrelRailway’smuseum

hasbeen launched.

Planningpermission fora£50,000

extensiontothemuseum, located

at theRothley&Mountsorrel

CommunityHeritageCentre,has

beenobtained–but£36,000 is

neededto fund it.

Theextensionwill addathirdbay

onthewestsideof thebuilding

and includeathirdsiding,plus two

roomsat therear. Itwill increasethe

floorspace from300squaremetres

toaround510squaremetres.

Theexistingwesternwall remains

sothat thecurrentmuseumarea

is separatedfromthenewsection,

providingadedicatedspace for

restorationprojectswhile the

existingmuseumspacewillbesolely

forexhibitsandkeptdust-free.

Thetotalprojectcost is£50,000,of

which£36,000 is still tobefound.

Therailwayhasaguaranteed

offer tomatchalldonationsmade

thisyearupto£18,000,pound

forpound.WithGiftAid,every£1

donatedwillbecome£2.50under

thematchedfundingoffer.

➜Anyonewhowould like to

contribute isaskedtovisitdonate@

heritage-centre.co.ukorcomplete

adonationformandsendacheque

payable to“DCRT”(TheDavidClarke

RailwayTrust), 240SwithlandLane,

Rothley,Leicestershire.LE77UE,and

write‘MuseumBuildingExtension’

onthereverse.

Return of the Saint
DIDCOTRailwayCentre is togivevisitors the

opportunity toseenew-buildGWR4-6-0

SaintNo.2999LadyofLegendposedoutside

themainshed,prior to itsofficial launch

nextspring.

TheNovember17–18eventwill see

No.2999carryanameplate fromNo.2908

LadyofQualityononeside (platesofwhich

are in thepossessionof theGreatWestern

Trust)andNo.2983Gauntletontheother.

DuringthisweekendNo.2999will

appear inBRblack,butwillnotbe insteam,

before returningtothepaintshoptobe

outshopped inEdwardian linedgreen, in

timefor the formal launch.
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Bulleidassistantwhohelpedheritage locomotiveprojectsdiesat91
FORMEROliverBulleidassistantRon

Pocklington–thechiefmechanical

engineer forProject62–diedaged91

onOctober2.

Ronhadbeenworkingfor the

groupwhich is restoringYugoslavia-

builtUSA0-6-0T‘pirate’copiesof

Nos.30075and30076.

Hestartedhis locomotive

engineeringcareer in the late1940s,

firstlyundertakinganapprenticeship

at theVulcanWorksatNewton-le-

Willowsandthensecuredaposition

at theRugbyLocomotiveTesting

Station.Amonghis responsibilities,

Ronwas inchargeof theFarnborough

Indicator, adevicewhichmeasures

theeffectivenessofpower transfer

ofexpandingsteamwithinpower

cylinders.

Roncametoparticularlyadmire

Bulleid’sSouthernPacifics testedat

RugbyandmetOVSBulleid through

hisworkat thetestingstation.

CIE development
Having left theSouthern in1949,

BulleidwasappointedasCMEof

IrishRailways (CIE) at Inchicore in

1949. In addition toBulleid’s general

works tomoderniseCIE’s rolling stock

and locomotivefleet, hewas tasked

withproducingaprototype steam

locomotive for researching theuse

of‘turf’orpeat as a fuel source that

was cheapand inplentiful supply in

Ireland.

Bulleidhadbeenso impressed

withRon’sworkatRugbythathe

specifically requestedthathe,along

withJohnClick (anotherRugby

engineer),besecondedfromBRto

CIEasassistantsontheproject. The

prototype‘turfburner’,basedonmuch

ofBulleid’searlier thinkingwith the

‘Leader’projectdesignedfor the

Southern,wasdeemedgenerally

successful.However,by1958,CIEhad

takenthepolicydecisiontomove

awayfromsteamtraction.

Ron joinedDerbyWorks,where

hespecialised inresearch into the

interactionofwheelswithrails.

By the late1970s/early1980s this

workbecameparticularly relevant

to thedevelopmentat theDerby

ResearchDivisionof theprototype

AdvancedPassengerTrain,aproject

laterabandoned.

Followingretirement,he

volunteeredat theNeneValley

Railway,mainlyworkingonBulleid

BattleofBritainPacificNo.3408192

Squadron,beforemovingtoSwanage

in theearly1990s.Hevolunteered

intheSwanageRailway locomotive

worksandsupervisedthemid-term

overhaulofProject62’sNo.30075,

including fullyoverhaulingthe

motion,aswellascarryingout further

modifications to it tobetter represent

theSouthamptonUSAdocktank

seriesNo.30061-74.

Advisory role
RonwashonoraryCME toProject

62 rightup tohisdeath, although

in recent yearshehadmoreof an

advisory capacity rather thanan

activehands-on role.

His funeral servicewasduetotake

placeatStMary’schurch inSwanage

onOctober18at1pm.He is survived

byhiswife,Alison.

Dartmouth Railway transforms
into giant linear Christmas tree
ByRobinJones

THEDartmouthSteamRailway is to light

upChristmas... andoffera festivesteam

special likenoother.

Itwill runaseriesofAmerican-style

Christmastrains,with locomotivesand

carriages litupwith inexcessof100,000

lightsplusmilesofcabling.

Theformulahas foryearsproved

immenselypopularwiththeoperations

across theAtlantic suchas thediesel-

operatedCanadianPacificHolidayTrain,

andthereseemsevery reasonwhy it

couldbeat leastassuccessful inBritain.

NowtheDSR isaimingtomake its

ChristmasTrainofLightsaworld firstby

combiningbothon-boardand lineside

illuminations.

ManagingdirectorAndrewPooleyhas

teamedupwitha localeventscompany

tostagethis spectacular illuminated

display.The journeywill takepassengers

throughanancientoak forestwhich is

completely transformedintoamagical

nocturnalextravaganza.Theentire

route fromChurstonstationthoughto

Dartmouthandbackwillbe lit.

Illuminating experience
Aswell as lighting the stations, the

forests andscenery inablazeof

Christmas-themed light, therewill also

bemanymagical illuminated surprises

along the route.

Together, the teamhasbeenplotting

theTrainof Lights sinceFebruary,

alongside the line’s othermajor

Christmasevent, theSantaExpress, a

‘standard’Santa special.NoSantawill be

onboard theTrainof Lights.

Apromotionalvideofor theChristmas

TrainofLightswasshoton locationwith

ateamof techniciansandfilmcrewin

Marchwithonly the locomotiveand

threecoachesdressedandataster

linesidedisplay.Theactualexperience

includesupto10coachesandthousands

of lights illuminatingthe forest. Ironically

theteamhadtowait for lastwinter’s

snowtomeltbefore itcould film

theattraction.

Theprojectdrewits inspiration from

theChristmasCocaCola truckandother

illuminatedestatesandgardens– for

exampleKewGardens.

The journeystartsatPaigntonQueen’s

Parkstation,wherethetrainwithvintage

carriages isdecoratedwith literally

thousandsof lights.Fifteenminutes

later, thetrainarrivesatChurstonstation

wherethedazzlingshowbegins.

Greenway Tunnel
After leavingChurston, passengerswill

bepropelled through the500-yard

technicolourGreenwayTunnel that

leadsonto theenchanted forestwhich

is transformedbyamultitudeof lights

and featuredisplays. After aquick

turnaroundat Kingswear everyone

will beon theirwayback toPaignton

to experience the spectacle froma

different direction.

Customers canupgrade tooneof

the limitednumber of special seats in

theDevonBelle observation carriage.

Theexperience takes 90minutes and

onboard refreshmentswill be available.

➜Tickets for theTrainof Lights

must bepre-booked.Moredetails

and tickets are available from

www.dsrrbchristmas.co.ukor by

telephoning01803555872.

Under coverofdarkness lastMarch,BRStandard4MTNo.75014Braveheartheadsa trial Trainof Lightspast an illuminated
enchanted forest.DSR
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THELNERCoachAssociation

hascompletedtheHeritage

LotteryFund-backedportion

of therestorationofEastCoast

JointStockthirdclassdining

carNo.189andvisitors to the

NorthYorkshireMoorsRailway’s

October12-14wartimeweekend

wereable toto look insidea

genuineVictorianrestaurantcar

andpartake inanaudio-visual

presentation–FromSteam,

SpeedandSumptuousDiningto

Tracks into theTrenches.

Theexhibitiongaveaglimpse

ofhowtherestorationwillbring

thecoachalive inall itsVictorian/

Edwardianglory.Set inaFirst

WorldWarcontext, itwillmerge

the factual storywiththe fictional

taleofSam‘Nipper’Perkins,

formerpantryboy, stewardand

latterly soldier,withNERtales.

Risingnumbers
provepositive
forTalyllyn
NUMBERSare improvingat the

TalyllynRailway,membersof the

line’spreservationsocietywere

toldat itsAGMonSeptember29.

Accounts for2017showeda

significantly improvedfinancial

performance,withrevenues

increasingbynearly10%across

theyearandtherailway’s

operatingdeficitbeingreduced

byovera third fromthat in2016.

Therewasevenbetternews

fromtheresultsuptothedateof

themeetingfor2018.Thisshowed

thatpublicpassengernumbers

for theyearso farwereupbyover

10%,while thetotal revenuehad

increasedby13%,with improved

performances fromboththe

railway’scateringandretail

activities.Therewasevidenceto

suggest that theoperatingdeficit

couldbereducedsignificantlyby

theendof theyear.

Lookingforward, the line’s

generalmanagerStuartWilliams,

alongwiththeengineering

managerChrisSmith,outlined

someof thethinkingbehindthe

investigationtakingplace fora

newworksona‘greenfield’siteon

an industrialestateeastofTywyn.

Stuartalsospokeabout the

possibleenlargementof the

facilitiesatAbergynolwynstation

toprovideaheritagedisplay,an

enlargedcaféandterrace,aswell

asground levelaccess fromthe

carpark.

Diningcar’s
glimpse into
wartimepast

The formerBristol (BathRoad)
turntablehasbeen released fromthe
undergrowthat Eardington station
andbeengivena superficial coatof
freshpaint to tidy it up. It is planned
tooverhaul the turntableand install
it intoanewly-constructedpit in the
shedyardatBridgnorth.
PAUL APPLETON

Bridgnorth development moving on to
Phase Two as new cafeteria set to open
ByPaulAppleton

THEprotractedconstructionphaseof the

SevernValleyRailway’snewrefreshment

roomandtoilet facilityonPlatform

1atBridgnorthhasalmost reached

itsconclusion,withexternalwork

completedandworkonfinal fittingoutof

the interiorunderwayasHeritageRailway

went topress.

It ishopedthat thebuildingcan

becommissionedbefore theendof

theseasonsothatcateringstaff can

vacate theportablebuilding inthecar

park,whichwassetupasa‘temporary’

cateringbuildingmorethan30yearsago!

Thecompletionof thenewbuilding,

Phase1of theBridgnorthDevelopment

Plan,has takenaround10months longer

tocomplete thanoriginallyenvisaged,

due innosmallpart to thedetermination

toget thedetails rightandproducean

authenticGWR-stylebuildingthatmeets

21stcenturyhealthyandsafetydemands.

Material detail
DavidPostleandBobMarrowshave

givenhundredsofhours totheproject

and intheprocesshavesourcedmany

original fittingsorhadexact replicas

produced.Atonepoint, thedeliveryof

roofslateswasdelayed,duetoashortage

of therightkindofslate,buteventhen

oncedelivered inMarch, somewere

rejectedfornotbeingtrue incolour

tothoseusedacross theoriginalGWR

network.Hundredsofblueengineering

bricksalsohadtobecut lengthways,

eachonebyhand, inorder topreserve

Newly-restoredNERQ60-8-0No. 63395headed theLNERCoachAssociation’s annualmembers’ trainover theNorth
YorkshireMoorsRailway, at 4pmonSaturday,October6,when thedipping sun showedoff the changingautumncolours.
MAURICE BURNS

the interiordimensionsof thebuilding

–anobviousclashbetween Imperial

measurementsusedbytheGWRand

modernmetricequivalents.

SVRgeneralmanagerNickRallshas

announcedthatnofurtherdevelopment

workwillnowtakeplaceonthestation

buildinguntil theendof2019,dueto

whatsomehavedescribedas‘volunteer

fatigue’.

Hesaid itwould“giveBridgnorth

stationaperiodof timeduringwhich

itcanbereturnedtoatranquil country

townstation.Workingmembers,

particularlyatBridgnorth,havehadto

endurecontinualdisruptionsincethe

beginningof thiscontract.Directors

would like tothankthemfor their

patienceandunderstanding.”

ThisPhaseTwoincludes the

conservationandrenovationof the

original1860sbuildingandextensionof

theRailwayman’sArmspubonPlatform1.

Theworkwill see thebookinghall

expandedto itsoriginal sizeandgift shop

relocated,allowingthepubtoexpand

intowhat iscurrently theshop’s stock

roomandoffice.TheRailwayman’sArms,

whichhas tradedcontinuouslysince

1861,hasstartedto looka little‘tired’over

thepast twoyears,but isbeingspruced

upforanotherseason.

Turntable installation
Phase2aofdevelopmentwork is

however,alreadyunderway.Workhas

startedonthenewaccess roadwhich

willprovideanexit route fromthenewly-

expandedandresurfacedcarpark.

Thereroutingof theexit roadwill

allowPhase2btotakeplacealso,which

includesconstructionof theturntable

pitand installationof the formerBristol

(BathRoad) turntable, currently instoreat

Eardingtonstation.

Nicksaid:“Thepit locationhasbeen

revisedand iscurrently subject toanew

planningapplication, costsarealsobeing

assessedfor remodellingthe locoyard

atBridgnorthtoaccommodatedirect

access totheturntableandprovidespace

foraPlatform2extension.

“Therenovationof theturntablewill

beundertaken inconjunctionwiththe

owners, theTurntableFund.Acontract

for theturntablepithasnotbeen

awardedbecauseof thecurrentplanning

issueandunknowncosts.”
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Bluebell launches Phase Two
of carriage shed fund appeal

Schoolboy founder stepsdown fromfootplate at 73
GREATWesternSociety founder

member JonBarlowhas retired from

footplateduties atDidcotRailway

Centreat theageof73.

Jonwasoneof aquartetof

16-year-old schoolboys in1961

whowrotea letter toour sister title

TheRailwayMagazineproposing

preservationofaGreatWestern

Railway14XX0-4-2T.

Itwas Jonwhoactually volunteered

towrite the first letter, ashewas the

onlyonewithaccess toa typewriter!

Thecostof launching the

organisation,whichnowrunsDidcot

RailwayCentreandhasassets

worth severalmillionpounds,wasa

threepenny stamp!

GWS founding letter
Jon’s letterwaspublished in the

August1961editionofTheRailway

Magazine,anddonations started

toflow in, enablingNo.1466 tobe

purchased in1964.

Thedecision to adopt the name

GreatWestern by the society, at

a timewhenBritish Railwayswas

intent ondestroying all evidence

of this potent brand, enabled

the schoolboys’initiative to grow

and flourish.While Jonwill be

steppingdown fromthe footplate,

hewaselectedamemberof the

society’sboardof trusteesat its

annualgeneralmeetingearlier in

September.Hewill behelping to look

after financialmatters.

RIGHT: Thenewcarriage shedatHorstedKeynes, showing themade-upground to the right to
provideanaccess road,nowawaiting thepointwork toprovide the last two roads into the shed.BRT

ABOVE:Anartist’s impressionof the completedbuilding,with thenewtwo-storeyHeritageSkills
Centreon the right.MATTHEWCOUSINS

The first two roads in the new shed are tramway laidmaintenance roads
for bogie overhauls and the like –workwhichwas previously undertaken
outdoors. COLIN TYSON

Preservationpioneer JonBarlow is
seenduringhis lastdriving turnon
GWRprairieNo. 4144onSunday,
September23,withhisbilly canof tea
keepinghoton the shelf above the
fireholedoor. FRANKDUMBLETON

ByColinTyson

THEBluebellRailwayTrusthas

announced its secondfundraisingappeal

in relationtothenewcarriageshedat

HorstedKeynes.

The‘Wall-to-Wall’appeal ispartof

a largerprojectentitled‘Operation

Undercover’–with theaimofgettingthe

Sussexrailway’suniqueandrenowned

collectionofheritagerollingstock

undercoverandno longer left to the

elements invarioussidings.

Thenewextensiontotherailway’s

carriageandwagonworksatHorsted

Keynessawits firstphaseof fundraising

providesupportsandaroofover the

previouslyopen-airmaintenanceroad,

siteclearanceandgroundwork for four

newrollingstockstorageroads–twoof

whichare inplace–groundwork, steel

frameandaroofover thenewstorage

roadsand latterly, thesteel frameandroof

for thenewHeritageSkillsCentre.

Thecentrestructure,whencompleted,

willhouseworkshops for trimming

(seatingupholstery), varnishingand

training inbasic skills. Itwill alsoprovide

storage forvaluabledrawingsandoffices

forcarriageandwagonmanagement

whicharebothcurrently located in

temporaryportablecabins.

Theproposedtrimshopperpetuates

thecarriageupholsteryskillspassed

downfromthe legacyof twoformer

retiredLancingWorks trimmers, the late

BernardSnuggsandJimHarris,whowere

Bluebell volunteers thatpassedtheir skills

ontoothers,whoarenowdoing likewise.

Priceless collection
Twelve carriages fromthecollection

ofheritage rolling stockarenow

undercover andwork isongoing to

complete theother twostorage roads

andassociatedpointwork topermit

more carriages tobemoved inside, to

amaximumof25vehicles.Valuable

vehiclesbrought inside so far include

theuniqueLBSCRdirectors’saloon, SER

PullmankitchencarConstanceandpre-

Groupingvehicles fromtheLSWRand

LBSCR, alongsidevariousSRcarriages.

Theautumnappealaimstoraise

£250,000.Thefirst£180,000 is required

tobuild thewallsand installwindows

anddoorsaroundthreesidesof the

maintenance/storageroadsandthe

foursidesof theHeritageSkillsCentre.

If a further£70,000canberaised, the

floors,plusexternalaccess rampsand

steps,willbe installed intheskills centre.

Thiswillpermitaphasedfit-outas funds

becomeavailable.

Spring start if funds raised
Abenefactor isprovidingmatching

funding for the first £100,000donated to

theappeal, butonly if thedonations are

madebymidnightonNovember30, so

theappeal is a‘DoubleDonationsDash’

whichwill rununtilNovember30.

Therefore, thetrustonlyneeds to

raise£150,000frompublicdonations to

addtothematchedfunding. If thiscan

beachievedbytheendofNovember,

workshouldstart in thespringof2019.

Overachievingtheappealwillmean

fundscanbeput towardsstartingwork

onthefitting-outof thecentre.

UntilNovember30,2018,every£10

donateduptoatotalof£100,000,and

eligible forGiftAid, is thusworth£22.50

totheproject.

Youcangiveusingthe leafletenclosed

with this issueofHeritageRailway, or

onlineathttps://mydonate.bt.com/

charities/bluebellrailwaytrust
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Above: Far from itsMidWaleshome, theTalyllynRailway’sBarclay0-4-0Douglas,
inRAFblue, helpedcelebrate the100thanniversaryof theRAF.DAVID TROUT

Left: B1No. 1264 temporarily exchanged identities toappear in theguiseof
classmateNo. 1251OliverBury,which represented theLNER in theLocomotive
Exchangesof1948.Here the fireman takesabreather, hisworkdone for the
climb toGoathlandSummit, as the4-6-0hurriespastMoorgateswith the4pm
Grosmont - PickeringonSeptember30.GRAHAMNUTTAL

ByRogerMelton

THENorthYorkshireMoors Railway’s

September 28-30 annual autumn

steamgala celebrated the centenary of

the line’s NERQ6No. 63395 alongwith

the 100th anniversary of the RAF.

The 0-8-0was newly returned

to service, having had its overhaul

completed just in time for it to run at

the SevernValley Railway’s autumn

gala aweek earlier.

With a combination of the home fleet

andguest locomotives, therewere

10engineson show.This includeda

quartet fromthe‘BigFour,’in the formof

LNERB14-6-0No. 1264masquerading

as classmateNo. 1251OliverBury for

theoccasion; LMS‘BlackFive’No. 5428

EricTreacy;SRSchools 4-4-0No. 926

Repton inprewar livery, andwithout

its smokedeflectorson theFridayand

Saturday; andBattleofBritain Light

PacificNo. 3408192Squadron fromthe

NeneValleyRailway inpostwarSR/BR

transitionalmalachitegreen.

Theywere supportedby twoother

locomotiveswhichhavebecome

centenarians in2018–visiting

Churchward2-8-0No. 2857 fromthe

SevernValleyRailway, and theTalyllyn

Railway’s Barclay0-4-0WTNo. 6Douglas,

anex-RAF locomotivepainted inRAF

plantblue tomark thecentenaryof the

youngestbranchof thearmed forces.

Also runningover theweekendwas

J270-6-0No. 65894,making its first

NYMRgala appearance formanyyears

andproudlywearing its‘SilksworthBlue

Star’on several trains, plusBRStandard

Bumper crowds turn out as
Moorsline marks Q6 100th

NEWS



NELPG-ownedQ6No. 63395
and J27No. 65894make light
workas theypass through the

EskValleywith theGresley teak
carriagesonSeptember29.

MICHAEL ANDERSON

Right:Visiting fromtheNeneValley
Railway,Bulleid ‘BattleofBritain’
ClassPacificNo. 3408192Squadron
workshard through theEskValleyon
September29.MICHAEL ANDERSON

GWRChurchward2800Class 2-8-0
No2857visited fromtheSevern
Valley. It is seenat Levishamon
September28.CHRIS GEE

Maunsell ‘Schools’ Class 4-4-0No. 926Repton
took chargeof thegoods trainSeptember29
minus its smokedeflectors. It is seenpassing
GreenEnd.MICHAEL ANDERSON

4MTsNos. 76079and80136.

Anumberofdouble-headed

combinationswere run,with thepairing

of theQ6 and J27beingparticularly

popular.The railway’s freight train,

newly extended to 16wagons,

including a Lowmac carryingDouglas

was hauledby several different locos

over the course of the event.More than

3800passengers travelled over the

heritage line during the three days.

Generalmanager Chris Price

said:“The event resulted in 20%

extra income compared to last

year’s event, which is vital to the

railway’s sustainability.”

Fears that an inability to run trains

betweenGrosmont andBattersby

Junction, due to changes in the

Northern Rail timetable,might impact

upon the attendance at the galawere

clearly unfounded.

Thebeer festival held at Goathland

over the course of theweekendwas

perhaps the largest to date.

➜See also centre spread,

pages 58-59.
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Above: Somerset
&Dorset 7F
No. 53808and
Camelotat
Watersmeeton
September29.
DON BISHOP

On loan fromtheBluebell
Railway, andhaving travelled to
thegalaover themain linebehind
adiesel (picture–MainLine
News,page63), BRStandard5MT
4-6-0No. 73082Camelot leaves
Mineheadwith the11.55amto
BishopsLydeardonSeptember27.
NICK GILLIAM

‘Great achievement’
as Llangollen steps in
to help Minehead gala
ByRobinJones

THELlangollenRailwayand its

workshopscameuptrumpswhena

guest locomotivewaspulledoutof

theWestSomersetRailway’sSeptember

27-30 ‘CrossCountryTrains in theDays

ofSteam’autumnsteamgalawithonlya

fewdays togountil theevent.

With just fivedays togo, theSwanage

Railwayannouncedthat it couldno

longerspareBRStandard4MT2-6-4T for

thegala. LSWRT94-4-0No.30120had

failed, leavingthePurbeck lineshortof

engines.That left theWestSomerset’s

galaplanningteamscramblingaround

fora replacement inorder tomaintain

theplanned intensivetimetable.

PlanningteamchairmanDonBishop

wasonholidayonthe IsleofManwhen

heheardthebadnews,butwashelpless

todoanythinguntilhe returnedhometo

Somerset twodays later.

GregWilson’svisitingUSATCS160

No.6046fromtheChurnetValleyRailway

hadalreadybeenwithdrawnfromthe

galaover reliability issues,withadiesel

allocatedtosomeof itsduties.

Donsaid:“Whenpresentedwith

just threedays toagree thehireof an

alternative locoandget it transported

to theWSR, I feltmy taskwasadifficult

if notnear impossibleone. I looked

throughmylistanddecidedtocallour

friendsat theLlangollenRailwaytosee

ifNo.80072couldbemadeavailableat

suchnoticeasa like-for-like replacement.

“I foundthat the locowasunder repair

inLlangollenshedand Iwastoldthat

as thingsstood itwasunlikely tobe

available. I explainedthesituationwe

were inandasked if therewasanyway

theycouldhelp.

4MT to the rescue
“Our colleaguesat Llangollenhada

lookat the locoanda thinkabout the

situationandwhatmightbepossible...

thencalledmeback toadvise that

theywould try toget theengine

back together and fit to runandbe

despatched toSomerset.

“Later thatafternoon Ihadacall tosay

theenginewasreadyandwouldbesent

outonatest runthe followingmorning.

“In themeantime I rangReid’sHeavy

Haulage,as thenearesthaulier to

Llangollen,andasked if theymightbe

able tomovethe locodowntoSomerset

forusat suchshortnotice.

“BytheTuesday lunchtime, Ihada

call fromGrahamElwoodatLlangollen

tosaythe locohadpassedtherunning

testscarriedoutandcouldcomedown

toSomerset,but thatasmall listofminor

faultsdidexistandthe locowasnot

particularlyclean,havingbeenoutof

service recently.

“Idecidedtorunwith thisandthe

listof faultswasemailedover tomeon

Wednesdaymorningtobediscussed

withmycolleaguesonMinehead loco

shedandourgeneralmanagerPaul

Conibeare.

“Oncewehadagreedthe listofminor

issuesonthe locowerenothingthat

wouldprevent its safeandreliable

working,wesignedahireagreement

andgot thisbacktoLlangollen intimefor

the locotobepickeduponWednesday

afternoon.Afteranovernightstop, the

locoarrivedatBishopsLydeardaround

lunchtimeonThursday, the firstdayof

theactualgala.”

No.80072missed its firstbooked

workingontheThursdaymorning,

whichwascoveredbyBRStandard

5MT4-6-0No.73082Camelot fromthe

BluebellRailway.

Afterbeingexaminedbyaqualified

andavailable fitter,RayLeefromthe

SouthDevonRailway–asallWSR

qualifiedstaffwereoutdrivingtrains

–No.80072waspreparedtohaul the

4.45pmexBishopsLydeardservice to

Minehead,bunker firstas therehadnot

Left: ‘Battleof
Britain’ Pacific
No. 34052Lord
Dowding (aka
34046Braunton)
runspast
CastleHill.
DON BISHOP

beentimetoturn itonNortonFitzwarren

triangle. Itworkedallweekendwithout

problems,despitebeingnear totheend

of itscurrent10-yearcertificate.

Donadded:“Agreatachievementbyall

concernedfrombeingoutofserviceand

under repairatLlangollenonMonday

morningtoworkingatrainalongthe

WSRtoMinehead just72hours later.

Ourverygrateful thanks toour friendsat

Llangollen for theirhelp.”

Success
Thegalaprovedahuge success. It saw

an increase inpassengernumbersover

previous years to4105and revenue

exceeding£70,000, includingcatering

and retail.

Thestarattractionprovedtobe

Camelot,making its first tripawayfromits

homelinesince leavingBarryscrapyard

in the1979. Joining itandNo.80072was

Ivatt2MT2-6-2TNo.41312fromtheMid-

HantsRailway,whichspent theweekend

haulingathree-coach‘local’train,and

No.34046Braunton, in itscurrentguiseof

No.34052LordDowding, andwhichhad

spent the latesummerhaulingtrainson

theWSR.Also inservicewereNo.6960

RaveninghamHall,S&D7FNo.53808and

ManorsNos.7820DinmoreManorand

7822FoxcoteManor.
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Ivatt 2MT2-6-2TNo. 41312 roundsRoebuck curveonSeptember29.DONBISHOP

ResidentS&D7F2-8-0No. 53808works the8.20amMinehead toBishops
Lydeard/NortonFitzwarrengoods trainonThursday, September27, the first
departureof the2018autumngala. STEPHENGINN

THEWest SomersetRailway is

already lookingahead to2019by

publishing its list of special events.

■The spring steamgalawill run

fromMarch21-24, ona theme

toannounced.

■ June6-8will feature theVintage

Diesels to theSeaside II gala.

■Sunday, June9,willmark the

40thanniversaryof theheritage

railwayopening through toBishops

Lydeard,withamixed steamand

diesel runningday.

■Next year’s autumnsteamgala

will takeplaceonOctober3-6,with

the themestill tobefinalised.

■December29-30will feature the

winter steamgala.

Next year’s galadates

The locomotive that saved theday:BRStandard4MT2-6-4TNo. 80072passes
CastleHill onSeptember29.DON BISHOP
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Built in 1927 for a sugar cane company in Antigua, West Indies,
Kerr Stuart 0-6-2T Joan is pictured running round at Castle
Caereinion during the Welshpool & Llanfair Railway’s gala
weekend on Friday, August 31. GARETH EVANS
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Power in reserve:British-builtGarrattNo. 6029maybeusing just a fractionof its 63,016ft-lbof tractiveeffort, but it stillmakesan impressive sight as it crosses theMolonglo
RiverbetweenBungendoreandQueanbeyan,NSW,onSeptember2witha shuttle fromCanberra. ThegiantBeyerPeacock4-8-4+4-8-4wasvisiting theAustralian capital
from itsNSWRailMuseumhometomark thehandingoverofCanberraRailwayMuseum’skeys to the charityCapital RegionHeritageRail. JOHN ST JULIAN

Joy for steam enthusiasts
who feared the worst
ByGeoffCourtney

STEAMenthusiasts inAustralia are

celebrating twoevents they feared

wouldnever happen– theunveilingof

aplan to reopenoneof the country’s

major railwaymuseums, and the

appearance in their capital city of

the southernhemisphere’s flagship

operational preserved locomotive.

Itwas the latter event, involving

British-built GarrattNo. 6029, that

particularly raised the spirits of

preservationists andheritage railway

operators downunder after adifficult

twoyears that has seendisappointment

anddespair in abundance.

Brighter future
Theproblems started inNovember

2016whenCanberraRailwayMuseum

wasunexpectedly closedand the

ACTdivisionof theAustralianRailway

Historical Society that ran itwas

placed into liquidationwithdebtsof at

least £425,000.Twoof themuseum’s

prized locomotives,No. 6029and

4-6-0No. 3016,weremovedwithin

days toanother railwaymuseum150

miles away, andglobal accountancy

firmDeloittewasappointed to sort

mattersout.

InAugust last yearDeloitte held a

controversial auction to sell off some

of themuseum’s assets, amovewhich

angeredmanypreservationists and

was seenby themas anadir in adark

scenario, but a rayof light pierced

their gloom

lastNovember

whenNo. 6029,

whichwasbuilt

inManchester by

Beyer Peacock

in 1953 forNew

SouthWales

Government

Railways,was

boughtby

enthusiast

Phil Davis and

businessman

David

Sommerville.

And that rayof light turned into

brilliant sunshinewhen, onSeptember

1, the keys toCanberra Railway

Museumwerehandedover toCapital

RegionHeritageRail, a newcharity that

hasbeen founded to run the site and

operateheritage trains.

For thepreservationists and

enthusiastswhoayear previously had

almost abandonedhopeof apositive

solution, itwas joyousnews that they

doubtless thought couldn’t get any

better. But get better it did, thanks

toNo. 6029’s newowners bringing

theGarratt over toCanberra from its

NSWRailMuseumbase south-west of

Sydney to runa series

of local shuttles out

of the city’s station

onSeptember 1-2

tomark the change

in themuseum’s

ownership.

As crowds

watched the254-ton

4-8-4+4-8-4 inawe-

inspiringaction, one

enthusiast said:“It has

beenadifficult two

years, andat timeswe

thought therewasno

hope for themuseum,and indeedsome

also feared theGarrattwouldbe sold

abroad.Weareall delighted that, touse

anappropriatephrase, there isnow light

at theendof the tunnel.”

Restoration
Havingbeen closed andabandoned

nearly two years ago, the Canberra

RailwayMuseumneeds a considerable

amount ofwork done to it, both inside

andout, before it can reopen. Its fleet,

which ismuch reduced from its pre-

closure days, nowcomprisesmainly

just twoBeyer Peacock locomotives

– 4-4-0No. 1210 of 1878 and1903-built

No. 3016 – a couple of railmotors, and

20 carriages.

Clearancework of the overgrown

site has started,while other restoration

workwill include the removal of

graffiti and repairs to the structure,

in readiness for a reopeningplanned

for early next year. JohnCheeseman,

chairmanof Capital RegionHeritage

Rail, said:“We are not going tobe the

bigmulti-million organisation itwas,

butwe’re certainly not going to runup

debts either.”

➜An Indian Railwaysworkshop at

Kharagpur has restored a 1929-built

articulatedBeyerGarratt locomotive

and carried out test running over

a 15-mile stretch of South-Eastern

Railways line betweenKharagpur

andMidnapore,

It is expected that the railwaywill

use theGarratt as part of a regular

heritage run and also bid for a place

in theGuinness BookofWorld

Records under the category of largest

andmost powerful locomotive being

operated onamain line.

“We are not going
to be the big
multi-million

organisation it was,
but we’re certainly
not going to run up

debts either.”

NEWS



Bluebell’s ‘Dukedog’
proves to be a popular
attraction at Goodwood
ByGeoffCourtney

THEtensof thousandsofvisitors

that flockedtotheRevivaleventat

Goodwoodcircuit inWestSussexover

theSeptember7-9weekendwere

eagerlyanticipatingthesightand

soundofclassic roadandracingcars

fromabygoneera.Few,however,were

expectingthe formof transport that

greetedthemat themainentrance–the

unmistakableshapeofGWRNo.9017

EarlofBerkeley, insteamandseemingly

ready for the‘rightaway.’

Ataweightof89 tonsanda length

of56ft, the‘Dukedog’4-4-0and itsBR-

liveriedtenderprovidedan incongruous

sightamongthesmall andfleet-footed

cars thatweretobefoundatallpartsof

the famouscircuit.Yet itwas thestark

contrastbetween locoandcars that

madeforanalmostsurrealvisualeffect,

andbroughtanewtwist toanevent that

wascelebrating its20thanniversary.

GWR impact
JamesCharman,ofGoodwood

Motorsportdivision, said the ideato

bringthe locomotivetothe festival

cameupatacommitteemeetingduring

discussionsaboutatrackparade in

celebrationofall thingsBritish transport,

marking70yearssincethe formationof

‘Forgotten’ 50 restarted
at Kidderminster depot
ByJonathanWebb

AFTERyearsofopenair storage, and

havingnotbeenstartedsince2009,

formerNationalRailwayMuseum

Class50No.50033Gloriouserupted

into lifeat theSevernValleyRailway’s

Kidderminsterdieseldepoton

September15.

The‘Hoover’hashadachequered life

sincewithdrawal inMarch1994. Itwas

firstbeingclaimedby theNRMafter

beinggivena repaintbyLairadepot staff,

before themuseumdecided in2003

that ithadnoplace for it in theNational

Collectionafterall.

Itsnext custodianwasVintageTrains

atTyseley,where it spent themajorityof

timestoredoutside, althoughtheengine

wasmanuallybarredoverona regular

basis toensure itdidnot seize.Thisbasic

actalonesavedmuchworkandmoney

beingneededtoget itgoingagain.

Loan
Withnorequirement for it –VThas its

ownworkingClass47– inFebruary this

yearanagreementwasmadewhere

No.50033wouldbe loanedto theFifty

Fund foran initial three-yearperiodand

VTwouldprovidesomeof themoney

to restore it toworkingorder.Although

grateful forany funding, itwasclear that

themoneyprovidedbyVintageTrains

wouldbenowherenearenoughto

complete the task, soahuge fundraising

campaigncommencedtoensure that

the50wouldbeable toappearat

theSVR’sGoldenJubilee50eventon

October4-6.

During thestart-up,No.50033

overhaul teamleaderand formerOld

OakCommondriverAnthonyMiddleton

immediately recognised that theoil

pumpwasmakingastrangemetallic

noiseandordered theengine tobe

shutdown.Thisproblemrequired the

removalof thepumpfor investigation

and,being locatedat the freeendof

thepowerunit andhiddenbehind

variousoil andwaterpipes, thismade it

particularlydifficult,withAnthony joking

thathehadtogethisbody intopositions

that theKamaSutrawouldhavebeen

impressedwith!

Upon investigation, itwasdiscovered

that theproblemlaywith thebevelled

gear, so thiswas replacedwithone from

asparepump.Dueto timeconstraints,

Anthonyhadalreadyusedupallhis

annual leave toworkonNo.50033,but

itwasnotpossible tohave the50 in top

coat for thegala.

Two-pack paint job
With thepressure removed, itwas

decided to raisemoney towardsa two-

packspraypaint job, asopposed toa

handpaint jobatKidderminsterdepot.

Todothis£10,000 is required,with

aroundhalf alreadybeing raisedat the

timeofwriting,whichwill seeNo.50033

eithergo toLoramatDerbyorEastleigh

Works for the job tobedone. Included in

thedonors isGreatWesternmanaging

directorMarkHopwood,awell-known

Class50 fanandwhoevenhad

Nos.50007Hercules, 50035ArkRoyal and

50049Defianceappearathiswedding,

heldatQuaintonRoadearlier this year.

The50currently carriesgreenprimer,

whichAnthonyexplained“is toprotect

thebaremetal surfaceandtosee the

bodysidesmoreclearlywhen it comes

toapplying thebodyside filler to the

hundredsofdentsandroughsurfaces

on thebody itself.”

➜Seealsogala feature,pages52-53.

BritishRailwaysandthe introductionof

the iconicAustinFX3taxi.

“Thecommitteedrewonthe

experienceofpreviouslyhavingafishing

trawleratRevival, so theyknewthat

logistically itwouldbepossible tohavea

steamlocoondisplay,”hesaid.“No.9017

wasselectedafteravisit to theBluebell

Railway,asvisually itwouldhavethe

most impact.

“Itwasapopularchoice for thegeneral

publicaswell as railwayenthusiasts, and

personally Iwasparticularlyhappyto

haveatRevival somethingas impressive

asa‘Dukedog’as the first full-size

standardgaugesteamlocoondisplayat

thecircuit.”

The‘Dukedogs’–ormoreofficially the

3200Earl class–comprised30engines

whichwererebuilt atSwindonusing

DukeclassboilersandcabsandBulldog

class frames, theboilerandcabfor

No.9017comingfromDukeNo.3258

and its frames fromBulldogNo.3425.

Itwasoriginally tobenamedEarlof

Berkeley, but thiswasnevercarried in

serviceassomeof theearlswhowere

tobesohonouredbytheclassopposed

suchamove,preferringtohavetheir

namesbestowedonthemoremodern

andprestigiousCastleclassengines,

which inthecaseofEarlofBerkeleywas

No.5060.

Onemergingfromtheworks in

March1938asNo.3217theDukedog

wasallocatedtoAberystwyth,was

renumbered9017 in1946,andended its

BRdays inOctober1960whenaresident

ofMachynlleth (89C).

Railway themes
The4-4-0arrivedat theBluebellRailway

inFebruary1962andhasbeenthereever

since. InSeptember1963 itwas fitted

withtheEarlofBerkeleynameplates from

thethen-recentlywithdrawnNo.5060,

socompletinga jobtheGWRtactfully

decidednot tocarryout,and iscurrently

awaitingoverhaul.

Other railwaythemesat thisyear’s

Revivalwerereproductionrailwayposters

liningapedestrianunderpassbeneath

thetrack,a railway-style timetableboard

listingtheraces in thethree-daymeeting,

andashort10¼ingauge lineoffering

ridesbehind0-4-2TAlice.

TherideswereputonbyaWestSussex

groupcalling itself thePeripateticLight

Railway,andAlice,modelledonaBagnall

locomotive,wasbuiltbymember

GilesFavell in2001andnamedafter

hismother.

GoodwoodRevival,oneof theworld’s

mostpopularhistoricmotor racing

festivals, regularlyattractscrowdsof

upto150,000over its threedays,many

ofwhomdress inperiodclothes. It

celebrateswhat tomanywerethegolden

daysofmotorsport in the1950sand

early1960s,andracingcars fromthat

period, someworth literallymillionsof

pounds, race flat-out inchesapart.

Inaddition, roadcars, commercial

vehiclesandbuses fromthesameera

areondisplay,andthere isconstant

musicalentertainment rangingfrom

jazz torock‘n’roll, andnumerousstands

sellingauthenticperiodclothingand

otherartefacts.

Classic transport:GWRNo.9017EarlofBerkeleyovershadowsabraceof Triumph
Heralds anda Jaguarat theGoodwoodRevivalMeetingover theweekendof
September7-9.GEOFF COURTNEY

No.50033Gloriouserupts into life atKidderminsterdepotonSeptember15.
JONATHANDUNSTER
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Super-detailed3D imagesofRocketarenowfreely availableon the internet. SCIENCEMUSEUM

Web technology revealing
hidden secrets of Rocket!

ByRobinJones

MODERN technology isunlocking the

deepest secretsof Stephenson’sRocket

to aworldwideaudience for the first time

–andyoucanbuild yourownmodel

witha3Dprinter!

TheScienceMuseumGrouphas

publishedonlineahigh-resolution3D

modelof the1829-built RainhillTrials

winner, enablingaudiences across the

globe toexamine it inunprecedented

detail.Rocket secured itsplace in

history afterwinning the1829 trials for

theLiverpool&ManchesterRailway,

reachinga top speedof30mph.

Manufacturedearlier that yearbyRobert

Stephenson&Company inForthStreet,

Newcastle,Rocketbrought together

several efficiencyandperformance

innovations, all ofwhicharehighlighted

on the3Dmodel.

They included themulti-tubularboiler

designandblastpipe, theuseof a single

pair ofdrivingwheels,witha small

carryingaxlebehind,makingRocket the

first 0-2-2, andcylinders closer to the

horizontal, all ofwhichhelpedmake

it the fastest locomotiveof its time. Its

ground-breakingdesignbecame the

basis for subsequent steam locomotive

developmentover thenext150years.

The3DmodelofRockethasbeen

publishedon theScienceMuseum

GroupCollectionwebsite (www.

collection.sciencemuseum.org.uk).

Audiences canmove the3.3-ton

locomotivearoundwitheaseonscreen,

inspectunderneathandalsoexploreall

its innovations. Themodel canalsobe

downloaded fromtheworld’s largest 3D

contentplatform, Sketchfab (sketchfab.

com/models) under aCreative

Commonsnon-commercial licence,

enablingusers to3D-print their own

scalemodelofRocket.

Measuringover 13ft in length,Rocket

is themost complexand largest item

fromtheScienceMuseumGroup

Collectionever tobe3Dscanned. It

was createdusing22high resolution

LIDARscans andmore than2500

detailedphotographs.

WorkingwithScienceMuseumGroup

colleagues, a teamfromScanLABspent

11hours recordingeveryangleofRocket

to create the3Dmodelusingmore than

200kgof camera, lightingandscanning

equipment. Scanningandphotography

wasparticularly challengingdue to

Rocket’s colour, glossy textureand

34 Heritagerailway.co.uk Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway
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“It’s been hugely
popular. It’s been one
of the star attractions
of Great Exhibition
of the North.”

P2 group seeks
£20k to finish
mainframe
THE‘second’groupaimingtobuilda

newGresleyP22-8-2has launcheda

crowdfundingpage inabidtoattract

donationsof£20,000.

TheDoncaster P2LocomotiveTrust

is buildinga replicaofP2No.2001Cock

o’ theNorthandthemoneyraisedwill

beusedtocarryout furtherworkonthe

mainframe, the firstpartsofwhichhave

beencutanddeliveredtothetrust.More

partsandmachiningworkareneeded.

Anyonewhowishes todonate is

invitedtovisitwww.justgiving.com/

crowdfunding/alan-archer-3

Rocketondisplay inside theMuseum
ofScience& Industry inManchester.
NRM

The1829notebookof steamengineer
JohnRastrick, oneof the judgesof the
Rainhill Trials, detailingRocket. On loan
fromtheNationalRailwayMuseum,
it is displayedalongsideRocket in the
Manchestermuseum.NRM

Ahistorically-pricelessdocument

fromthedawnofpublic steam-

operatedrailwayswasrediscovered

byNetworkRail inApril thisyearafter

morethanhalfacentury.

Itwasnothing less thanGeorge

Stephenson’snotebook from1822,

detailinghis redesignofGeorge

Overton’soriginal 1821 route for

whatwas tobecome theStockton

andDarlingtonRailway, and the

suggestedamendments to it.The

notebookwasalsoablueprint for

railways that followed.

Recordsassistant JohnPagefound

the12inby12innotebook inthe

deedsroominNetworkRail’sarchive

inYork. Ithadnotbeenseensincethe

Fifties.Bound in itsoriginal formand

written in inkwithpencilannotations,

GStephensonsigned itatKillingworth

CollieryonJanuary18,1822.

It containedmajorchanges tothe

Overtondesign.Hisplanhadsharp

inclines, steepcurvesandtunnels,

whereasStephensonfavoured

gradual inclinesandeasedcurves.

Stephensonalsoproposedtheuse

ofspoilexcavatedfromthecuttings

tobuild theembankments,avoiding

theneedfora tunnel thatOverton

hadrecommended.This, in itself,

wouldhavecutshort theDarlington

branchbythreemiles.

Overton’s routereliedheavilyon

horsesandwagons, justaswithhis

colliery lines inSouthWales,where

goodswouldbebroughtbycanal

partwayandthentransferredonto

wagons,whichwerethenhauledby

horseson irontramways.

Bycontrast,Stephensonsawthe

advantageofusingsteam-powered

locomotivesandenginesafter

successful trialsonhiscolliery lines

inKillingworth, sohere-plannedthe

StocktonandDarlingtonroutetouse

themtotheirbestadvantage.

Network Rail archive
Stephenson’s estimatedcost for

building the linewas justover

£60,000, as compared toOverton’s

estimateofmore than£77,000.

Johnsaid:“Because it isahistorical

document, itwouldneverhavebeen

loanedoutor requested,as itdidn’t

impactontherunningof therailway,

sosincethe1950s ithassatonashelf

unnoticedamongsthundredsof

otherpackets.

“Iwas lookingforadeedforoneof

our internal colleaguesandpurely

outofcuriosity Idecidedto look

throughthepackets,andthere itwas,

andwhata thrill itwas to find.”

OnSeptember27,2018, the

notebookwasunveiledondisplay

at theNationalRailwayMuseumin

York,markingthe193rdanniversary

of theopeningof theStocktonand

Darlingtonroute.

GeorgeStephensonwas illiterate

untilhewas18andafterwardshe

still struggledsomewhatwith

hisEnglish.

Johnsaid:“It is said thathe

dictatedprettymuchallofhis

writingtoasecretary. I thinkthis is

whathappened inthis case– itwas

dictated live,andthencorrected

inpencil, andthensignedby

Stephensonhimself.

“Inpencil youcanseean

editorhas triedto‘tidy-up’his

Northumbriandialect.”

Ablueprint that changed theworld:GeorgeStephenson’s 1822 redesignofGeorgeOverton’s original Stocktonand
Darlington route,whichwouldhave relied farmoreonhorse tractionandcostmuchmore tobuild.NR

Blueprint fromthepast

complex shape, saida spokesman for

thegroup.

After sixweeksofprocessing the

LIDARdataand220gigabytesof

photography, ahighlydetailedpoint

cloudwasproduced, containing spatial

coordinates, colour and intensity values

for a staggering750millionpoints.

A further twoweeksofprocessingwas

needed toproduce several 3Dmodelsof

Rocket, oneofwhich– featuring84,000

vertices –waspublishedasRocket

wentonpublicdisplayat theScience&

IndustryMuseum inManchester,which

includes theLiverpoolRoadstation

that the locomotive servednearly two

centuries ago.

Rocket,whichhadbeendisplayed in

theScienceMuseumsince1862,was

loaned toTyneside’sDiscoveryMuseum

between June22andSeptember9, as a

keyexhibit in theGreat Exhibitionof the

North.During the80days thatRocket

wasondisplay there, itwas seenby

more than176,000visitors.

DiscoveryMuseumandarchives

managerCarolynBall said:“It’s been

hugelypopular. It’s beenoneof the

star attractionsofGreat Exhibitionof

theNorth.”

OnSeptember20,Rocketwas

removedand takenby lorry to

Manchester,where itwill beondisplay

until April 28.

After that, itwill becomeapermanent

exhibit in theNational RailwayMuseum

from laternext year.

TheopeningpageofGeorge
Stephenson’s 1822notebook.NR

Watercress Line secures
three guests for gala
THREEguest locomotiveshavebeen

confirmed for theMid-HantsRailway’s

October19-21autumnsteamgala.

TheyareGWR4-6-0No. 7822Foxcote

Manor fromtheWest SomersetRailway,

GWRLargePrairie 2-6-2TNo. 5199

fromtheLlangollenRailwayandBR

Standard4MT2-6-4TNo. 80078, owned

byStewartRobinson.TheWatercress

Line’shome fleet inaction includes

BRStandard9F2-10-0No. 92212, BR

Standard4MT4-6-0No. 76017, LMS Ivatt

Class 2MT2-6-2TNo. 41312SRSchools

4-4-0No. 925Cheltenham.

Therewill bebehind-the-scenes tours

of theRopleyworkshopandyard,

givingvisitors thechance to see the

Watercress Line’s locomotivesunder

restoration.

TheQueenMarybrakevanwill be

available for rideson thegoods train,

andanexhibition showcasinggoods

handlingon the railway,‘Delivering the

Goods’,will beopen.

Hampshire-basedauthorNigel

Welbournwill beat thegala signing

copiesof the latest title inhispopular

Lost Lines series, RailwayTreasures.
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Sixteenyears since it last hauleda train, SouthernLocomotives Ltd’sBattleofBritainPacificNo. 34072257Squadronhas
hauled its first passenger serviceafteroverhaul.OnSeptember26, it joinedBRStandard4MT2-6-4No. 80104on the2pm
departure fromSwanage, andso joined the roster for theOctober12-14autumnsteamgala. It is picturedat Swanage
station threedays later for a signingbyauthorNigelKendall of hisnewAmberleyPublishingbookBulleidPacifics.
ANDREWPMWRIGHT

Manchester, Sheffield&LincolnshireRailway coachNo. 946atRuddingtonon theGreat
Central Railway (Nottingham).GCR ROLLING STOCK TRUST

TheGCR insignia carriedby
coachNo. 946, dedicating it to
GCRemployeeswho lost their
liveson theWesternFront.
GCR ROLLING STOCK TRUST

GCR coach for Edinburgh and
Sheffield Armistice ceremonies
ByRobinJones

GREATCentral Railway-based

restoredManchester, Sheffield&

Lincolnshire Railwaywooden-bodied

carriageNo. 946 is to feature in a

commemoration in Edinburgh tomark

the endof the FirstWorldWar.

The50-seat coach is beingprepared

for the600-mile journeyona60ft

DuncanMilnerHaulage low loader

from its homeat theNunckleyHill

Museumon theMountsorrel branch

to Leith,where a solemnassembly

honouring the former Royal Scots

Regiment in theheart of its home

community is to takeplace in front of

theMalmaisonHotel and the Scottish

MerchantNavyMemorial on Saturday,

November 10. Itwill also appear outside

SheffieldVictoria stationonSunday,

November 11.

The1888-built carriage is not only

oneof the last of the type in existence,

but it has special significance in that it

is similar to those involved inBritain’s

worst-ever rail disaster, atQuintinshill

onMay15, 1915,when435 troops

andpassengerswere killed, burnedor

maimed in a five-train collision. Just 50

officers andmenof the7thbattalion

of Royal Scots survivedoutof the 500

who set out fromLarbert to continue a

delayed journey to Liverpool docks to

embark for theGallipoli campaign.

Mainlywooden-bodiedonamostly

timber frame,with tanksbeneath the

floors to supply thegas lighting, the

coacheswere considered tobeabig

fire risk, andby theFirstWorldWar

mosthadbeen removed fromGCR

passenger service, but somewere

nonetheless calledup forwar serviceby

theGovernment’s RailwayOperating

Division.The fire risk fears came true

atQuintinshill.

InNovember2015, the carriage

was formallydedicated to theRoyal

Scots at a ceremony in thepresence

of theDeputyLordLieutenantof

Nottinghamshire and theRoyal Scots

ledbyColBriande laHayeOBE. It

nowcarries specially-castplaques

rememberingQuintinshill.

Examplesof this typeof vehicle

survived into the serviceas camping

coachesandengineerswagons.No.946

remained inBRownershipat London’s

StratfordWorksuntil theendof steam in

the lateSixties.

Itwill be the first time inmore than100

years that it hasbeenback toSheffield

Victoria,where there is amonument

to fallenemployeesof theGCRoutside

the station.

TonyKeeble, trusteeanddeputy

chairmanofowningcharity theGCR

RollingStockTrust, said:“Wearegrateful

anddeeplyhonoured tobe invited to take

ourgemofa carriage toSheffield and

takepart in suchavital commemoration,

organisedbyour friendsof theGreat

Central RailwaySociety.

Meanwhile, theGCRwill be staging its

ownArmisticeeventbasedatQuorn&

WoodhousestationonNovember10/11.

Its centrepiecewill be theNational

Collection’s GCRRobinson 8K (LNER 04)

2-8-0No. 63601, representing adesign

thatwas adoptedby the Railway

OperatingDivision for large scale

production during thewar. For the

occasion itwill carry the appropriate

ROD lettering.

Talks about a secondoverhaul of the

locomotive,whichwas returned to

steam in 2000 and last ran in 2012, have

beenheld by theGCRwith custodian

theNational RailwayMuseum.

TheGCRhas beenworkingwith the

Quorn Local HistoryGroup to set up

an‘Armistice centenary trail’ inQuorn

village.The heritage line’s contribution,

titledGreatWar, Great Central, will

highlight the story of the railway’s

involvement during the FirstWorldWar

and recite the stories of GC railwaymen

who lost their lives in battle.

At the station, LNER signsandsymbols

will be temporarily coveredup and

replacedby‘GCR’initials.The line’s

residentWarflatwagonWGF8217will

be restored andoutshopped intoWar

Department livery – and carry a tank.

Further railway vehicleswill be

announced and therewill be displays,

talks,music, re-enactors and a vintage

bus intoQuorn village to tie inwith

local activities. Entrancewill be freewith

standard train travel prices applicable.
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➜ CLASS 40No. 40012Aureol has
beenwithdrawn from service due
to the failure of its B2 turbo. All
four turbos are badly in need of an
overhaul and ownerThe Class 40
Appeal is looking to raise £8000 to
carry out thework.
➜ VIEWERS from around the world

will soon be able to see the Mid-

Norfolk Railway’s Dereham station

feature in the popular BBC TV drama

Bodyguard, with Netflix acquiring

the rights to broadcast the series to

viewers outside the UK and Ireland.

The station featured heavily in the

first episode of the series.

➜AN LMSbrake van targeted
by arsonists at the Caledonian
Railway in Brechin has been
restored after volunteers spent
more than a year rectifying the
damage. A ceremonywas held to
name the van Phoenix.





PSMaidof theLoch,whichwasordered in1950by
theBritishTransportCommission, ownerof the
newlynationalised railwaynetwork. It is likely to
remainmooredatBallochPier for severalmore
years after theHeritageLottery Fundsnub.

Above:Measurementsbeing takenof
thenewP2usinga3D laser tracking
systemonSeptember11.A1SLT

NewP2PrinceofWales cannowrightly
claim it is a2-8-2Mikado following the
fittingof itspony truckwheelset.A1SLT

New P2 now has all its wheels!
ByRobinJones

NEW£5millionGresleyP2No. 2007

PrinceofWales is nowa fully fledged

Mikado–afterhaving the last of its

wheels fitted.

InSeptember, thepony truck

wheelsetwasadded to the locomotive

– following the fittingof the rearCartazzi

wheelset early this year and theeight

6ft 2indrivingwheels in July.

Thecompletionof thewheeling

means that amain lineMikado is in

existence inGreatBritain for the first

time since1945.

TheWhytenotation for classifying

steam locomotivesbywheel

arrangementwasdevisedbyFrederick

MethvanWhyte in theearly 20th

century. In thenotation, a locomotive

withone leadingaxle (twowheels)

in front, then fourdrivingaxles (eight

wheels) and thenone trailingaxle

(twowheels) is classifiedas2-8-2 and

commonly referred toasaMikado.

ThenameMikadooriginated from

agroupof Japanese type97002-8-2

locomotives thatwerebuilt byBaldwin

for the3ft 6ingaugeNipponRailwayof

Japan in1897.

In the19thcentury, theEmperor

of Japanwasoften referred toas‘the

Mikado’in Englishand theGilbert

andSullivanoperaTheMikadohad

premiered in1885andachievedgreat

popularity inbothBritain and theUS.

On target for 2021
Despite it being themostnumerous

wheel arrangementglobally, only eight

standardgaugeMikadosoperated in

GreatBritain, twoGresleyP1 freight

locomotives (introduced in1925and

both scrapped in1945) and the six

P2s (introduced in1934andall rebuilt

by1944).

TheP2swere themostpowerful

expresspassenger locomotives to

operate in theUK.Theyweredesigned

bySirNigelGresley in the1930s tohaul

600-ton trainsonthearduousEdinburgh

toAberdeenroute,but theywere rebuilt

byhis successorEdwardThompson into

ungainlyA2/2Pacifics in1943/4, andall

scrappedby1961.

ThewheelingofNo. 2007was funded

by200membersofTheMikadoClub

ofTheA1SteamLocomotiveTrust,

whoeachdonated£1000plusGift

Aid towards theproject.The total

costof thewheeling, includingall

components, is estimatedat around

£400,000.A selectionofwheeling-

relatedparts – includinga6ft 2indriving

wheel at £12,000–are still available for

sponsorshipunder the trust’sDedicated

Donations scheme.

P2Projectdirector and trusteeMark

Allatt explained:“The fittingof all of

thewheels to theengineand therefore

creating the first standardgauge

Mikado inGreatBritain since1945

marks a significantmilestone in the

constructionofNo. 2007PrinceofWales.

Thanks to thededicationandgenerosity

ofour supporters,we remain confident

thatweareon track for completion

in2021.”

Meanwhile, theShildon-basedBignall

Group, in collaborationwithHexagon

MetrologyLimitedofTelford, has

sponsored thecriticalmeasurementof

the locomotiveusinga state-of-the-art

3D laser tracker system.

Alignment
Thesemeasurementswill allow the

engineers frombuilderTheA1Steam

LocomotiveTrustworkingonNo. 2007

toprecisely alignall fourwheelsets

within theengine’s frames. Bignall

GroupLtddirector JohnBignall said:

“Wearedelighted to support the

project tobuildBritain’smostpowerful

steam locomotiveas they shareour

engineeringvalues.”

Also, another fundraising initiative,The

MotionClub,whichwas launchedonly

inApril, tomanufacture theP2motion,

has raisedover£100,000of its £210,000

objective through175 supporters each

donating£1000 (plusGiftAid), reaching

nearlyhalf of itsmember target.

➜ If youwould like to join theworld’s

fastest-developing standardgauge

new-build steamproject, email

enquiries@p2steam.com, call 01325

460163or visitwww.p2steam.com

Maidof theLochcast adrift byHLFgrantblow
ByHughDougherty

HOPES that theUnitedKingdom’s last railway-

built paddle steamerwould sail againnext year

havebeendashedafter theHeritageLottery Fund

rejectedabidby theLochLomondSteamship

Company for £3.7million to restoreMaidof the

Loch.Companychairman JohnBeveridge

said that everyone involvedwas“absolutely

devastated”by thenews, especially asHLFhad

encouraged thecharity to lodge thebidwith the

grant-fundingbody.

“It is going to take some time toabsorb this

newsand the reasonsbehind it,”said John.“Itwas

theHLF that encouragedus toapply.TheWest

Dunbartonshire areawasa toppriority for them

andwe really felt thatweput forwarda strong

case for the funding.Unfortunately, thisdecision

jeopardises thewholeproject andourvision for

refurbishing the shipnowhangs in thebalance.

“Our teamofdedicatedvolunteers, tourguides,

maintenance, andmanymorehard-working

individuals, haveworked incrediblyhardover

the last 22years toprotect andpreserveour

much-lovedpaddle steamer.Tohave toexplain

to themthatwewon’tbe sailingnext year, after

all, is extremely tough. It is a very sadday indeed

anddoesnot augurwell for the futureofour

industrial heritage.”

If theHLFgranthadbeenmade, as expected, it

wouldhavebeenadded to£2.3millionalready

raisedby supportersof theproject, including

thousandsof individuals andenthusiasts, aswell

as theScottishGovernment,WestDunbartonshire

Council and thePaddleSteamerPreservation

Society, tomakeup the£6mneeded to return the

ship to serviceonLochLomond.

TheHLF’s Scottish chief LucyCasot said:“We

understand thiswill beverydisappointingnews

for themanydedicatedvolunteers involvedwith

Maidof theLoch. Returning thepaddle steamer to

full operation is a complexand specialisedproject

withmanychallengesand risks.HLFhasahigh

level of competition forgrants at every stageof the

applicationsprocess andweareunable to support

all theapplicationswe receive.Unfortunately, in

this competitive situation, theboard felt thatother

applications for fundingwere stronger, and they

wereunable to support thisproject.”

Followingaboardmeeting,TheLochLomond

SteamshipCompanyvowed to fighton.“We

believe somuch in theproject andwhat it cando

for thearea, thatwewill not let this get inourway.

It’s a setback, butwewill have to comeupwitha

different route,”said John.

The setback follows the refusal of theHLF toback

plans toexpand theNational RailwayMuseum in

Yorkand todevelopanewmuseumatLeicester

Northon theGreatCentral Railway.

38 Heritagerailway.co.uk Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway

NEWS



Work inprogresson the refurbishmentofoneof theMillersDaleviaducts.
BRIAN SHARPE

Hunslet ‘Austerity’ 0-6-0ST
Wimblebury, visiting from
theFoxfieldRailway, is seen
on theBalmRoadBranch.
MARK SMITHERS

Middleton colliery remembered at gala
THEanniversaryof theclosureof

MiddletonBroomPit 50years agowas

markedwith theLastCoals toLeedsgala

over theweekendof September29-30

at thecity’sMiddletonRailway.

Apopular attractionwasHunslet

Austerity 0-6-0STNo. 3839of 1956

Wimblebury,visitingWestYorkshire from

the FoxfieldRailway.

Wimblebury is the latestAusterity

toworkat theheritage lineduring

thepreservationera– fellowFoxfield

residentWhistonhavingvisited in

2004andQuainton-basedNCBNo. 66

(No. 3890of1964) andNo. 19 (No. 3818

of1954) fromtheBo’ness&Kinneil

during theHunslet 150event in2015.

ResidentHudswell Clarke0-6-0ST

No. 1544of1924 SloughEstatesNo.3

lost its SloughTradingEstate identity

beneathvinyl transfers tobecome

sister engineNo. 3NineteenFiftyFour

(1872/1954), the last steam locomotive

ordered, and indeedused,

at BroomColliery.

The line’sManning,Wardle L class

0-6-0ST1601of1903MatthewMurray

was repaintedgreenand renamed

ForwardafterNCBYorkshireMain

classmateNo. 1690.

Appropriatewagonswerenot

forgotteneither.They includeda

five-plankopen inpre-NCBMiddleton

Colliery livery, nownumbered50

tomark this event; a flatwagon in

MiddletonColliery livery; aDogfish

hopperwagon,now inNCB livery; and

a13-tonopenwagon inbauxite livery,

asused in the1958 special train tomark

200yearsof the line.

A limitededition runof50model

wagonsnumbered‘50’tomatch the

newlyoverhauledwagonareonsale in

railway’s shop for£16.50.

ByBrianSharpe

WORKcommencedonAugust 19 to

refurbishoneof the twosteel viaducts

atMillersDaleon theMidlandRailway

routebetweenBuxtonandMatlock.

Thework isbeingcarriedoutbyAmco

onbehalf ofHistoric Rail EstatesofYork

and includesgrit blasting,painting

and replacementof steel components

throughout the structure.

Thework is expected to take19weeks,

with tree roots andother vegetation

alsohavingbeen removed fromthe

stone sectionnear the former station.

The two parallel viaducts remain in

place on the route, whichwas closed

by BR in June 1968. The route is now

a popular footpath and cycleway

between Blackwell Mill and Haddon,

although Peak Rail, which operates the

section fromMatlock to Rowsley, still

holds long-term plans to reinstate the

railway between Rowsley and Buxton.

Millers Dale viaduct
refurbishment under way
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GWR4-6-0No. 6023KingEdward IIheadsabove the landmarkGoodringtonSandsbeachhutsback toPaigntonduring its
blastpipeanddraughting trials onSeptember29.GWS

TheUK’s firstHyperlooppod (pictured), a170mphtrain catapult andanElizabeth
Line test stationareamong thehighlightsof anewexhibitionopeningat
theNationalRailwayMuseuminYork. CalledTesting, the freeexhibition is
runninguntil April 28and it explores innovationandengineering in the rail
industry, bringingpeople face to facewith technology frommajorprojects
suchasCrossrail andHS2. Theexhibition invitespeople togobehind the scenes
and to step inside the laboratories and test stationswherenew ideasand rail
technologies areput through their paces.NRM

Bo’ness Stanier 8F to be given
name Sir William McAlpine
ByRobinJones

REPATRIATEDWarDepartmentand

TurkishStateRailwaysStanier 8F2-8-0

No. 45170 is tobenamed SirWilliam

McAlpine inhonourofoneof the

greatestpreservationists of all time.

SirWilliam,whodied inhospital from

sepsis onMarch4,waspresidentof

locomotiveowner theScottishRailway

PreservationSociety.

NewSRPSchairmanSteveHumphreys

said:“Wewereveryproud tohave

SirWilliamasourpresident.Hewas

a steadfast supporterofour society,

quite apart fromhis considerable

support to theheritage railway

movementgenerally.

“LadyMcAlpinewaselectedasan

honorary vice-presidentof the society at

our recent annualgeneralmeeting.We

areverygrateful toLadyMcAlpine for

agreeing thatwemayname8F45170

after SirWilliam. Itwill bea tangible

reminder forus all of agreatmananda

great friend.”

Plansarebeingdeveloped tohold

anofficial namingceremony for the

under-restorationNo. 45170at its

Bo’ness&Kinneil Railwayhome inMarch

orApril 2019.

TheSRPS8Fappeal hasbeenoneof

itsmost successful campaigns, but far

moreneeds tobe raisedbefore it can

steamagain.

Project LeaderMarkAshmole said:

“The locomotive’s tenderhas already

beenstrippedandbrought into the

running shed foroverhaul. Investigation

works todate indicate that the tender

is in amuchbetter condition than

originally anticipated.Anewsmokebox

door isdue toarrive imminently and

it is hoped that the tenderwheelswill

bedispatched in thecomingweeks to

be retyred.”

Lady JudyMcAlpine said:“SirWilliam

wasproudofhis involvement in the

SRPSandwasquiteproprietorial about

it!Wealwaysenjoyedour visits, though

in recent years theywere less frequent

thanhewouldhave liked. Iwasvery

honoured tobeasked tokeep the

McAlpine flag flyingwith theSRPSand

will dowhat I can tohelp. I am inawe

of theway they raise fundsandget the

workdoneand I am looking forward to

seeingSirWilliamMcAlpine in steam!”

➜Anyonewhowould like todonate

to the restoration is invited tovisit

www.srpssteam.com/8f-45170/8f-

appeal/ ormakedonationsonline

tohttps://mydonate.bt.com/events/

stanier8f/190986

‘Blue King’
passes blastpipe
and draughting
tests by the sea
GWR4-6-0No. 6023 KingEdward II

has successfully passed tests on its

newblastpipe andmodified

draughtingduring its extended

summer loanperiod to theDartmouth

SteamRailway.

GreatWestern Society engineers

carried out the tests over theweekend

of September 29-30.

The‘Blue King’successfully handled

a 420-ton load comprising 11 coaches

plus a‘dead’Class 25diesel out of

Kingswear and alsomanaged a

pull-away fromGreenwayHalt froma

standing startwithout difficulty.

Originally No. 6023was planned to

operatemainly during the shoulder

season in September and at two

special occasions.

However, due to the failure of one

of theDartmouth SteamRailway

locomotives, No. 6023 has ended

upoperating just under 60 days and

continuously since early Augustwith

the exception of twodays. It has

covered around3300miles.

GWS chairmanRichardCroucher

said:“Wewould like to thank the

Dartmouth SteamRailway for giving us

the opportunity towork the King to its

full potential –wemaynot havebeen

able to climbHemerdonorDainton

this time, butGreenwaybankwas a

good substitute.”

Irish Halloween and Santa
theme specials on the way
ByCedricJohns

THERailwayPreservationSociety

of Irelandbegins itsbuild-uptothe

festiveseasonwithHalloween-themed

steamspecialsoperating fromBelfast

andDublin.

OnOctober28, the‘Broomstick

Belle’departsBelfastCentralandruns

alongsidetheshoresofBelfastLough

headingforWhiteheadand its railway

museum.Passengersare invitedtowear

Halloweencostumesandenter intothe

spiritof theoccasion,withspookygoody

bags forchildren.

Not tobeoutdone,‘TheHaunted

Express’leavesDublinConnollyon

Monday,October29, fora trip to

Maynoothandreturn.

Twotrainsarebookedtodepart

fromBelfastandDublinonbothdays.

Perhaps frustratingly,motivepower for

thesetrains is rarelygiven,but it is likely

that theexcursions fromBelfastwillbe

eitherworkedbyGreatNorthernRailway

(Ireland)V4-4-0No.85Merlin, or the

recently-outshoppedGNR(I)Q4-4-0

No.131.Thetrains fromDublinmaybe

hauledbyConnolly-basedNorthern

CountiesW2-6-4TNo.4orGreat

Southern2-6-0No.461.

Santaspecials fromDublinhavebeen

postedtorunonSaturdaysandSundays

ontheweekendsofDecember1/2,8/9

and15/16.

TheSantaspecialswill run fromDublin

toMaynoothandreturn.

Tickets includeselectionboxes for

children,musicandsinging,mincepies

andabarservice.
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ByGeoffCourtney

INANera inwhena£50,000annual

basic salary iscommonplace for train

drivers– thoseatVirginTrainsarepaid

upto£63,000,ormorethan£1200a

week– it is fascinatingtoseethewages

ofdriversand lower-rankedemployees

ontheminor railwaysofearly20th

centuryBritain.

ResearchrevealedbyDaveRogerson

intheSeptember issueof theWelsh

HighlandRailwayHeritageGroup’s

quarterlymagazinehasuneartheda

paysheet listingtheearningsof the

NorthWalesNarrowGaugeRailways’20

employees inMay1922, shortlybefore

the1ft11½ingaugerailway,which

ranforninemiles fromDinasJunction

toRhydDduwithashortbranchto

Bryngwyn,ceasedoperationsprior to

being incorporated intotheWHR.

1922 paysheet
TheNWNGRpaysheetunearthedby

Dave is for the fortnight endingMay24,

1922, bywhich timepassenger services

hadceased, leaving just limited freight

operations,mainlyon thebranch from

Tryfan Junction toBryngwyn for slate

quarry traffic, although therewasalsoa

service toRhydDduat the southernend

of the line.

Thepaysheetshowsatotalwagesbill

of£877s10d (plus£24s4dcompany

insurancecontributions),withthe

largestamountof£810s for thetwo

weeksgoingtoDanielOwenJones, the

traffic superintendent, followedbyyard

foremanThomasRichardThomasat£7

2s.Thesetwoweretheonlystaffwho

workedthe full12workingdays in that

fortnight,with16of theothersworking

forninedaysandanother two,Tom

MorrisandWLJones,a loader,notatall,

andthus receivingnopay.

TomMorriswasoriginallyaguard,

but in theabsenceofpassenger trains,

whichhadceased in1916,his role

wasdescribed inthe1922paysheetas

“general”but thisdidnotsavehimfrom

havingnoworkatall in the fortnight.

Thetopdailypayratewasthe14s2d

(71p)earnedbytraffic superintendent

Daniel Jones,a rate that, rather

surprisingly,wasalsopaidto fitterAlbert

Bailey,whileotherdaily rates ranged

from11s10d(59p)downtoamere4s4d

(21½p), this last ratebeingpaid to

WThomas,assistant totheblacksmith,a

wagethat resulted inhimbeingpaid just

£119s forhisninedays.

Other roles thatare listed include

bookingclerk, six loaders, twodrivers–

butnofiremen–fitter,ganger,platelayer,

carpenterandblacksmith,while

additionallyDafyddLloydHughes is

listedatBryngwyn,whereheorganised

theslate traffic, andMyfanwyWilliams,

almostcertainly theonly female

employee,at‘Snowdon’, analternative

nameforRhydDdu.

Davespeculates that,with twodrivers,

WillieHughWilliamsandJohnWilliams,

onthepayrollbutnofireman, thispair

operatedoneengine insteamtogether.

Theratesofpayareobviouslyaworld

awayfromtoday’s railwaymen,but they

representahuge leapfromthatpaidto

someof thesameemployees13years

before.Further researchbyDavehas

shownthat in1909,daily rates ranged

fromapeakof4s4ddownto2s6d

(12½p), this latter ratebeingpaidto

platelayerSamuelWilliams.

Davesaid:“The1922paylist represents

theNWNGRreducedto itsbarebonesas

itwasapproaching itsendandoperating

a freight-onlyservice. Itmightalso

represent the lastperiodofoperation

before the linewasrefurbishedand it

becametheWelshHighlandRailway.The

refurbishmentwasdueto finishbyMay

21,butpassengerserviceswouldnotbe

resumeduntil July31.”

Railway staff lives
Hesaid thathe first recognisedthe

existenceof therailway inabout1952,

whenhesawthe imprintof sleeperson

theoldtrackbedof theclosedWHRwhen

walkingwithhismother fromWaunfawr

totheirholidaydestinationatPlasyNant.

Hesaid thatmemorystayedwithhim

until the startof the restorationof the

railway, andhevisitedanumberof times

toassistwith thework,which lead to the

railway reopeningasaheritage line in

the late20thcentury.Hesubsequently

beganonlinecensus research tocreate

a family tree, andon joining theWelsh

HighlandRailwayHeritageGroup,he

realisedhowlittlewasknownabout

the livesof the railwaymenwhohad

operated the line.

“Idecided to findout, formyself really,

and there seemedsomuchtosay Ihave

continued,”he toldHeritageRailway.

“Withcensusesavailable fromonly

1841 to1911, theyearsof theNWNGR

fromtheopening in1877are, tome,

interesting.”

FromtheUS toWales via theFirstWorldWarwestern front:DanielOwenJoneson the footplateofBaldwin4-6-0TNo. 590atDinas Junction in1923. Joneswas traffic
superintendent for theNorthWalesNarrowGaugeRailways leadingup to it ending services in1922,butwhen thisphotographwas takenayear laterhewas stationmaster
for theWelshHighlandRailwayatDinas Junction.No. 590wasbuilt byBaldwinLocomotiveWorks inPhiladelphia inMarch1917 for theUKWarDepartmentandoperated
behind thewestern front.After theendof the conflict itwasoverhauledbyWGBagnall of Staffordandboughtby theWHR for£240, arriving there in July1923andbeing
scrapped in1942.Behind is LittleGiant, an0-4-0STTbuilt byGeorgeEngland&Coof south-east London in1867.WHRHGCOLLECTION

Donor locomotive:Oneof theNorthWalesNarrowGaugeRailways’ fleetwas
SnowdonRanger, seenhereatDinas Junction in1909.Built byVulcanFoundry in
1875, the single Fairlie 0-6-4T,whichhad receivedanewboiler and firebox in1902
andnewframes in1908,was scrapped inabout1913andsomeof its components
wereused in repairs to its stablemate,Vulcan single FairlieMoelTryfan.
WHRHG COLLECTION/K NUNN

Unearthed: the era when a top
railwayman earned 71p a day
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WSR ‘troubleshooter’ role for
loco owner and businessman
ByRobinJones

LOCOMOTIVEownerandtransport

businessmanJonathanJonesPratthas

beenappointedasactingchairmanof

theWestSomersetRailway (WSR)plc for

threemonths inorder to tacklecurrent

financialproblems.

Theappointment, approved

unanimouslyby theplcboard,wasmade

only12daysafterhewasappointed

adirector, in thewakeof long-serving

popularvolunteerandauthor IanColeby

beingasked tostanddownaschairman,

but remainingontheboard.

Jonathanowns twoGWR4-6-0s:

No.4936KinletHallandNo.7027

ThornburyCastle (picturedonpage

76),bothofwhicharecurrentlyunder

overhaulatTyseleyLocomotiveWorks.

His companyJJPHoldingsoperates

anumberof commercial transport

activities innorthSomersetandother

areasof thecounty.

Jonathanwasappointedafteraplc

boarddemandthat the railway’s current

lossesare tackledandcosts,whichhave

threatenedto lead to redundancies, are

cut.This followsamajordownturn in

business.

AWSRplc statement said:“Thekey

appointmentwasmadeby theplcboard

inorder toprovideaperiodof stability for

the restof this yearwhilst alsoproviding

aclear leadership focus foranagreed

business recoveryplanwhich is required

toboth reducecostsandseek to improve

visitornumbers.”

Jonathansaid:“I ambothpleased

andhonoured toaccept thisposition

asWSRplcactingchairmanandwill

readilyembrace the roleandtheevident

challengeswhich the railway faces.

“I aimtoprovidestability to thewider

WSR familyandalso seek toensure

thatwecreateabestpracticeculture

fromhereon.Myultimateaim is tonot

onlyprotect theWSR,butalso takeour

teamtogetherona journeyof recovery

tobetter timesandsuccessaftera

downturn inourbusiness recently ina

turbulentmarketplace.

“I amunderno illusions that there

aremanychallenges tobeovercome,

buteveryeffortwill bemadewithmy

personal commitment toensure success

andcreatea joined-upvision for the

futureof theentire railway.

“It’s important that I andtheplcboard

also thankour twoprincipal support

organisations, theWestSomersetRailway

AssociationandtheWestSomerset

SteamRailwayTrust.

“Both theWSRAandWSSRThave

providedtheir full andpublic support to

our recent initiatives inmoving forward,

andwe look forward toworking together

inorder todrive thisgreat railway

forward for the restof2018, into2019

andbeyond.”

WSRgeneralmanagerPaulConibeare

said:“I haveknownJon foranumberof

yearson the railwaywhereheservesasa

volunteerengineman,and look forward

toworkingwithhimover theweeksand

monthsaheadonmany issues, including

ourvisitby theOfficeofRail&Road.

“Hisappointment iswelcome

news, andhewill notonlybringa

fresh injectionofyouthful energyand

enthusiasmtoourboard,butalsohas

solidbusiness skills toowhichwill assist

us indealingwith thecomplex issuesand

variouschallengeswe face.

“Jonathan’sexpectedmain focuswill

be tohelpdrive forwardabusiness

recoveryplan for theplc indeveloping

more revenueandreducingcosts from

hereon, so thatour superb railwaycan

beenjoyed to the full byourvisitors,

volunteersandstaff into the future.”

Theplcboardalsodiscussed theneed

tomakea long-termappointmentas

chairman, andsowill advertise fora

suitableandpermanentcandidate.

Theplcboardstatementcontinued:

“In recognising that theWSR is facing

anumberof issuesover thenext few

months, theboardwill be initiatingstaff

consultationmeetings inearlyNovember

inorder topush forwardan improved

cultureofwider communicationwith

WSRpersonnel, andsoworkcollectively

indealingwithbusiness challenges.

“The resignationofBill Knell asa

director forpersonal reasonswasalso

acceptedby theboardwith regretand

hewas thanked forhisprofessionalhelp

andadvice inassistingwithanumberof

HR issuescurrently facing theWSRwider

railway family.”

Despiteconcernsabout the line’s

current financial situation, visitor

numbersareupthis year, including those

fromthehugely successful autumn

steamgala (seepages28and29).

Paul added:“TheWSR isup4.3%

onpassengernumbers to theendof

Septemberat151,529afteramixed

season.Thehighsummerheatdrove

people to thebeaches,but traffic

eventuallypickedupaftera lotofhard

work, alsoaidedby theverypopular

first-ever1940sgalaandtheweather

coolingdownsomewhatandtheonset

ofautumn.”

AWSRspokesmanadded:“Jon

JonesPratt’s recentappointmenthas

beenwarmlywelcomedbymany

WSRvolunteersandpubliclybyboth

theWSRAandWSSRT.Theplcboard

currently comprises sevenmembers

in JonJonesPratt, PaulConibeare, Ian

Coleby,RichardMaw,RicAuger, Frank

CourtneyandRodneyGreenway.

“As theWSRplc’snewactingchairman,

Mr JonesPratt isunderstandably

reviewing theoverallposition facing

the railwayandestablishingall of the

relevant facts.

“Asa result, hedoesnotwish to

comment furtheron recenteventsat this

time,butwill behappytodosoonce the

fullposition isunderstood.”

Mid-HantsRailway-basedBR Ivatt 2MT2-6-2TNo. 41312arrivedon theSouthDevonRailway (SDR)onOctober2 following its appearanceat the successful September
27-30West SomersetRailwayautumnsteamgala. The loco is at theSDR toprovide steamcover forGWRpannierNo. 6412,which is at theBattlefield LineonOctober
12/13, andbecause fellow0-6-0PTNo. 5786/L92 is awaiting completionof re-tubing. Itwasexpected the Ivattwill stayon the lineuntilOctober16.No. 41312 is seen
at theRoyalMileworking the11.30amservice fromTotnesRiverside toBuckfastleighonOctober3.ASDRspokesmansaid: “Many thanks toall our friendsat theMid-
Hants and theWest Somerset formaking thispossible.”COLINWALLACE
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New fundraising club aims to
boost ‘Sandringham’ project
AGROUPbiddingtobuildanew

LNERGresleyB174-6-0hasappealed

forsupporters to join its latest

fundraising initiative.

TheB17SteamLocomotiveTrustwas

establishedwiththeaimofconstructing

No.61673SpiritofSandringham.

Withinashortwhile, thedesignonthe

static framehadstartedand inJunea

significantmilestonewasachievedwhen

thestaticmainframewasassembled,and

isnowatLlangollen.

Aspokesmansaid:“Forus in thetrust

this represents tangibleproof thatwe

haveareal locomotiveonourhands!”

Thetrust,whichaimstoruntheB17

intheEastAnglianheartlandof the

class,hasnowlaunchedthe61673

ConstructorsClub–whichcanbe joined

fora total costof£616.73perunit,

payable inmonthly instalmentsover

threeyearsorasasinglesum. It isopento

bothtrustmembersandnon-members

alike.

Onfullpaymentof the firstunit,

contributors totheclubwill receive

recognitionandprivileges, including

atransferrable invitationtobuyaseat

reservationononeof the inaugural

runs,a61673ConstructorsClubbadge,

apersonal61673ConstructorsClub

certificate,a replicamakersplate,

yournameonthe‘rollofhonour’

(subject toconsent), regularupdates

onmanufacturingprogress,anda

photographofyourchosenB17.

Thefirstofaclassof73appeared in

1928andthe lastwaswithdrawnin1960.

➜Visitwww.b17steamloco.com,email

b17slt@googlegroups.com,call07527

670436orwrite tothetrust, c/o171

CliftonRoad,Shefford,BedsSG175AG.

Big food festival set for Toddington
THEGloucestershireWarwickshire

Railway’sOctober20-21thirdCotswolds

FoodandDrinkFayreatToddingtonand

Winchcombestations is set tobethe

biggestyet.

The linewill runanenhancedGreen

timetablewithsteamanddiesel railcar

services (seewww.gwsr.com),with

the firstdeparture fromCheltenham

Racecourseat9.45am.Ashuttleservice

will linkToddingtonandWinchcombe

aboutevery30minutes.

AtBroadway,aRoutemasterbuswill

link thevillagewith thestation,which

openedonGoodFriday.

Theevent featuresmorethan50food

anddrinkexhibitorsandruns from10am

to4pmoneachday.

TaffValeRailway02class0-6-2TNo. 85 returned to theSouthWales valleys for the
first time in91yearswhen it visited thePontypool&BlaenavonRailway (PBR) for
theSeptember14-16annual steamgala. Built byNeilsonReid&Co. in1899,No. 85
passed intoGWRownershipat theGroupingof1923andwaswithdrawnaspart
of standardisation four years later. Itwas sold to theLambton,Hetton&Joicey
CollieryCo inCountyDurham,whichwasabsorbed into theNationalCoalBoard
in1947, andworkeduntil 1968. Preservedat theKeighley&WorthValleyRailway,
its last overhaulwas completed inFebruary2016. It is seenona30742Charters
photoexcursionat thePBRonSeptember17.ALISTAIR GRIEVE

Buckfastleigh marks Armistice with
£11.11 locomotive driving ticket
THESouthDevonRailway’s‘Driver

for aTenner’event inaidof theBritish

Legion’s annual PoppyAppealwill

be runningagainonSaturday,

November10, at Buckfastleigh station.

However,with thecentenaryof the

FirstWorldWarArmistice takingplace

the followingday,a revised increased

chargeof£11.11hasbeen introducedto

suitablymarkthedateofandtimeof the

ArmisticesigningatCompiegne,France

in1918.

It isplannedtherewillbeanumberof

associatedeventsontheday, including

militaryvehiclesandRBLpersonnelon

site.

Ticketsarenowonsaleathttps://

southdevonrailway.digitickets.co.uk/

Wirksworth mourns
engineer GrahamWalker
THEEcclesbourneValleyRailway is in

mourning following thedeathof the

line’s chiefmechanical andelectrical

engineerGrahamWalker, onOctober5,

followinga short illness.

GrahamWalkerwasborn in1945

andbegananapprenticeshipat

DerbyLocoWorksTrainingSchool in

1959.Hehadmany jobs inhis career,

ranging fromfitter, to chargehand,

rolling stock inspector andshift

maintenance foremanatToton,Derby

andNottingham.He finishedhis career

atDerbyEtchesParkas shift production

managerworking for IntercityMidland

MainLine.

Graham joined theEVRas the railway

began tobuildup its fleetofDMUs,

rolling stockand locomotives ashe saw

the railwayas aworthwhileproject to

restorea servicebetweenWirksworth

andDuffield.Managingdriver training

on locomotives,Grahamwas thego-to

person for traction-related issues, buthis

greatest strengthwashispersonality.

EVR spokesmanNeil Ferguson-Lee

said:“Grahamwasagentleman.Quietly

spokenandalways smiling, hispatience

andwillingness to shareknowledge

wasofbenefit to the railway’s young

volunteers,who joinedas raw recruits

but thenbenefited fromGraham’s

quiet adviceandconsiderable reserves

of knowledge. Several of the railway’s

younger volunteershavenowbegun

careers in the railway industry thanks to

Graham’squietguidance.”

Grahamhad theprivilegeofdriving

theEVR’sown royal train in2015when

PrinceCharles travelled thewholeof the

line fromWirksworth toDuffield.

Justdaysbeforehispassing, theEVR

namedClass08No. 08605G.R.Walker in

Graham’shonourandalthoughhewas

unable toattend,his sonsRoger and

Andy representedhim.

Gwili gala marks 40th anniversary
THEGwili SteamRailwaycelebrated its

40thanniversary instyleonOctober6–

withagalaandacommemoration for

oneof the line’s foundingfathers.All

availablesteamanddiesel locomotives

operatedturnsontheWestWales line

duringtheevent.

Thegalaalsosawthe lastever steam

drivingturn fromtheGR’s founding

memberandformerchairmanAlan

Mayhew,whohas retiredat theageof

80. In recognitionofhispivotal role in

the line’shistory,hewaspresentedwith

aselectionofphotographicprintsofhis

adventuresonthe footplate.

Nextyear’sgalawillbeheldonJune

22/23andHudswellClarke0-6-0TJennifer

will visit fromLlangollen.

Bristol’s Ashton Court Miniature
Railway under threat of closure
BRISTOL’SpopularAshtonCourt

MiniatureRailway isunder threatof

closureas landownerBristolCityCouncil

said that itmaynotberenewingthe lease

past theendof2018because itdoesnot

makeenoughmoney.

Theattraction inthegroundsof the

AshtonCourtEstatehasbeenrunbythe

BristolSocietyofModel&Experimental

Engineerssince1972andhas5inand

7¼ingaugetracks,eachathirdofamile

long.TheLabour-controlledcitycouncil

said that itwants tomakemoremoney

fromthesite,butduringadebateat

CityHallonTuesday,September11,

oppositioncouncillorsaccused itof

‘bullying’thecharitywhichruns it.

Acampaigntosavetherailwayhas

nowattractedthousandsofsupporters

andenthusiastshave launchedapetition.

GrahamWalkermeets thePrinceof
Wales atWirksworth inOctober2015.
EVR

Acomparisonof very
different locomotivesas
thedeWintonvertical-
boileredChalonerof1877
leads1912-builtOrenstein&
Koppel 0-4-0WTP.C.Allen
over ShenleyHill Roadon
September15, during the
LeightonBuzzardRailway’s
steamgala. JAMES KINDRED
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LNER tops the bill at Pershore,
but GWR makes its presence felt
WHILEtheLNERwillheadthecast listat

GWRailwayana’sNovember17saleat

Pershore, theGWRwillmakeitspresence

feltwith10nameplates,backedupbya

RoyalScot flyingtheLMSflag.

AsreportedinHeritageRailway

issue244,nameplates fromA3Pacific

No.60103FlyingScotsmanandB2/B17

‘Footballer’4-6-0No.2871ManchesterCity

willbegoingunderthehammer,butthe

GWRcontingentwillbedoingitsbestto

ensuretheLNERdoesn’tgeteverything

itsownway.

Innumericalorder, thisnameplate

contingentwillcomefromNos.359Hilda,

1003CountyofWilts, 2921SaintDunstan,

3391DominionofCanada, 4903Astley

Hall,4904BinnegarHall,5054EarlofDucie,

5954FaendreHall, 6020KingHenryIVand

6809BurghclereGrange,whilethecabside

numberplates fromNos.359,1003,4903

and6020willalsobeonoffer, ineachcase

separately fromitsnameplate.

Startingwiththesmallest,No.359

wasan0-6-0STbuiltbyHudswellClarke

inJune1917fortheLlanelli&Mynydd

MawrRailway,whichwasabsorbedinto

theGWRin1923. It retaineditsoriginal

numberandnamethroughout its

post-GroupingandBRcareer,andwas

withdrawnfromSwansea’sDanygraig

shed(87C) inFebruary1954.

No.1003wasbuilt inOctober1945

andwithdrawnfromPlymouthLaira

(83D) inOctober1962,No.2921entered

traffic inSeptember1907andwas

takenoutofservice inDecember1946,

POWERcame to the foreatDreweatts’

Transport Sale inNewburyon

September19,whena5ingauge live

steammodelof aBRStandardClass 9F

sold for £19,000.Theexhibitionquality

model,which took30years tobuild,was

ofNo. 92184, a January1958Swindon

product thatwaswithdrawn from

Immingham(40B) inFebruary1965after

anall-too-brief lifeof sevenyears.

Behind the2-10-0at £15,000was

another5ingauge live steamexample,

ofGWRCastle classNo. 7017G.J.

Churchwardbuilt bygoldmedalwinner

GrahamHawkinsofBristol, closely

pursuedby7¼ingaugeLMS‘Black5’

No. 5041 (£14,000).

TheGWRalso camehome in fourth

andsixthplaceswitha5ingauge

No. 6000KingGeorgeV (£6500) anda

3½ingaugeClass 38004-4-0No. 3834

CountyofSomerset (£4500), thispair

sandwichinga5ingaugeGNR4-2-2

Stirling single finished inpolishedbrass

andsteel (£6000). Pricesexcludebuyer’s

premiumof24%(+VAT).

Main line adds its weight
to London transport sale

BulldogNo.3391started lifeasNo.3453

inJanuary1904andwaswithdrawn

inMay1948,andNos.4903and4904

–twooftheearliest intheclass–both

emergedfromSwindoninDecember

1928andwerewithdrawnrespectively

fromWorcester (85A) inOctober

1964andTaunton(83B) in

December1963.

No.5054wasaJune

1936productthat

endeditsdays in

October1964when

allocatedtoGloucester

HortonRoad(85B),

No.5954wasbuilt inDecember

1935andwithdrawnfrom

StPhilip’sMarsh,Bristol (82B) inDecember

1963,No.6020wasoneof10 intheclass

built in1930, inMayofthatyear,and

withdrawnfromWolverhamptonStafford

Road(84A) inthesummerof1962,and

No.6809started its revenue-earninglife

inSeptember1936andendedit inJuly

1963asaresidentofSouthall (81C).

Finally, representingtheLMSisThe

Lancer fromHenryFowler-designed

RoyalScotNo.46155,builtatDerby in

July1930andwithdrawnfromCarlisle

Kingmoor(12A) inDecember1964.

Inadditiontothecabside

numberplates fromNos.

359,1003,4903and

6020,otherexamples

include5037from

MonmouthCastle,and,

asreportedonpage14

ofthis issue,111fromThe

GreatBear,whichwasbuiltas the

GWR’soneandonlyPacific locomotive

in1908but16years later rebuiltas

CastleclassViscountChurchillwiththe

samenumber.

There isalsoatrioofcabsidescarrying

theGWRinitials–69,399and3011–and

smokeboxnumberplates include4925

fromEynshamHall, 5042fromWinchester

Castleand45353fromanLMS‘Black

5’thatwaswithdrawnfromPreston’s

LostockHalldepot (10D)onJuly31,1968,

withindaysof theendofBRsteam.

Thetotemselectionfeatures

Wadebridgemakingits railwayana

auctiondebut,andamongthesigns

isa‘Bewareof thetrains’fromtheBass

breweryrailwaysysteminBurtonand

aSouthernRailwaydirectionsignfor

theSouthamptonstationofWoolston,

openedbytheLSWRin1866which isstill

openandnowaGradeII-listedbuilding.

Twofurther itemsareaguard’spocket

watchfromtheValeofClwydRailway in

NorthWalesthatopenedinOctober1858

andwasabsorbedbytheLNWRinJuly

1867,makingthis timepieceabout160

yearsold,anda1907GWR3500-gallon

Swindontenderplate.Theauction,at

PershoreHighSchool, startsat10am.

Live steam Class 9F leads the
pack ahead of Castle and ‘Black 5’

MAINlinerailwayanaisplayingan

increasingroleinthethrice-yearlysales

heldbyTransportAuctionsofLondon,and

this is illustratedbysomeofthelotsthat

willbegoingunderthehammeratthe

auctionhouse’sOctober27sale.

Therewillbetotemandtargetstation

signs,earlyGWRmaps,anoriginal1840

Bradshaw’sguide,signalboxtrainregisters,

carriageprints,aLondonTilbury&

Southendlinecarriagediagramdesigned

byGeorgeDowthatwasissuedbythe

LMSin1935,anda1930sLNERhorseshoe

lamptabletfromBuckhurstHillstationin

Essex,whichbecamepartoftheCentral

Linein1948.

Amongtheposters isalate1940s/early

1950sBREasternRegion‘London–see

Englandbyrail’examplebytheScottish

artistFrederickDonaldBlake(1908-97),

whileLondonUndergrounditemswill

includeplatformenamelsigns,earlyTube

mapsandpostermaps.Thesaleisat

CroydonParkHotelandstartsat11am.

RAILWAYANA BY GEOFF COURTNEY



Royal locomotive is a model
winner

Journeys fromthepast for

single-mindedpassengers
TICKETS fromtworailwaycompanies thatbeganoperations

within16monthsofeachother in themid-Victorianerawillbe

amongthehighlightsofPaddingtonTicketAuctions’October

27sale.Thefirst isaNorthampton&BanburyJunctionRailway

third-classsingle fromBanbury toBlisworth,andthesecond

another third-classsingle, issuedbytheMawddwyRailway for

a journey fromDinas, thenorthernterminusof the6½-mile

branch line, toAberangell.

TheBanbury-Blisworthticket isdatedFebruary1914and

carries theNBJR initials,despite the line,whichopened inMay

1866,havingbeentakenoverbytheStratford-upon-Avon

&MidlandJunctionRailwaynearly fouryearsearlier, in July

1910–anexampleofa railwaycompanyusingupoldstock.The

MawddwyRailway, located inmid-Wales,opened inSeptember

1867andwasabsorbed intotheGWRin1922.

Aticket fromtheever-popularLynton&BarnstapleRailway

will alsobeinggoingunder thehammer, thishavingbeen

issued inAugust1922foryetanother third-classsingle journey,

fromParracombeHalt toBlackmoor.Theauction,atTheRoyal

NationalHotel incentralLondon, startsat11am.

ALTHOUGHsixNorthEasternRegionstationtotemsignswent

wellatThirskRailwayanaAuctions’September22sale, itwas the

lightblueofScotlandthatwontheday,whenaBoatofGarten

examplewent for£3900.Thisquiet stationboastedanengine

sub-shedwhichwasat thecentreofa railwaymystery in the

1950/60s involvingHighlandRailwayCclassNo.54398BenAlder.

This1898-built4-4-0 languishedatBoatofGartenformany

yearsafterbeingwithdrawnbyBR inMarch1953,apparently

destinedforofficialpreservation,but thatwasnot tobe, for in

May1966,morethan13yearsafter ithadbeentakenoutof

service, itwascutup,muchtothebewildermentof thenascent

preservationmovementof thetime.

BehindBoatofGartencamesixNorthEasternRegiontotems

–Ripon(£2400),Harrogate (£2200), LeedsCity (£2050),Starbeck

(£1800),Thirsk (£1700),andPannal (£1650).Aheadof these,

however,was thesmokeboxnumberplate fromLNER

A4PacificNo.60031GoldenPlover,whichrealised£2900.

Pricesexcludebuyer’spremiumof10%(+VAT).

Scottish totem inpole

positionatThirsk
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IT IS heartening tobeable towelcome

thearrival of newregular railwayana

events after a year thathas seen the

permanent lossof twopopular auctions

due to theuntimelydeathsof Solent

Railwayana’sNigelMaddockandCrewe’s

DavidLewis, and thecancellationofone

auctionbyTalismanRailwayanadue to

RogerPhipps’illness.

Oneof thenewcomers, abiannual

saleof lower-pricedgeneral railwayana

which, as revealed in lastmonth’s

column,hasbeen launchedbyGW

Railwayanaandcollector Julian

Hanwell, hasnowbeen followedby

announcementsof a regular live ticket

sale in central Londonanda railwayana

and transport fair at thevenuenear

Southamptonused for anumberof

yearsbyNigel.

Thecentral Londonsalewill bea

ticket auctionheldbyGreatCentral

Railwayana,whosedirectorDave Jones

hasbeen interested in this formof

collecting formanyyears.The first, at

theCharingCrossHotel onNovember

18,willmainly comprise a small

proportionof themassive collection

of the lateRaymondButt, although it

will also include itemsbeing soldby

other vendors.

“I haveheldabout12 suchauctions

onanoccasionalbasis since1986,but

amnowplanning themtobemore

regular, twoayear, probably inMay

andNovember,”saidDave.“The railway

ticketmarket is currentlyprettybuoyant,

and these live sales,whichat this stage

will beof railway ticketsonly,will be in

addition toour four railway, tramand

bus ticketpostal auctionsayear.”

The sale,which starts at 11am, is

expected tobeof about500 lots, and

GreatCentral’sMartinQuartermainwill

wield thehammer.

The transport fair is beingorganised

byTonyCoomes, a53-year-old former

LondonTransport conductor and

inspector, andhiswifeDebbie,who

livenearChichester. It is beingheld

onNovember10andwill comprise

about25 railwayana, busandLondon

Undergroundstalls,withTony reporting

strong interest fromrailwayanadealers.

Half of each£3entry feewill be

donated to theBritishHeart Foundation

inmemoryofNigelMaddock,who

Tonymetanumberof times.“Since the

demiseof SolentRailwayana’s auctions

therehasbeenagap in themarket in

ourpartof the country, and I thought it

wouldbegood touse the samevenue

for similar events,”saidTony.

“I collectmostly LondonTransport

items,butwanted toholda railway

andbusevent to cater forboth types

of collector, so cameupwith the idea

of a transport fair.”The fair,whichTony

andDebbiehopewill beheld twice-

yearly, is onNovember10atWickham

CommunityCentrenear Fareham, and

opensat 10am.

Welcome to three newcomers after a difficult and
poignant period for railwayana auctions

A105-year-oldgaugeone

modelof formerSouthEastern&

ChathamRailwayroyal trainengine

No.516sold for£1600ataHansons’

railwayanaandmodel trains

auctionatEtwall,nearDerby,on

September3.

Themodel,whichwassoldwith

fivecarriages,wasmadebyBing

ofGermany in1913 forBassett-

Lowke,andwasbasedonaSECR

ClassE4-4-0built atAshford inApril

1908.Asanewlocomotive, itwas

exhibitedat thesix-monthFranco-

BritishExhibitionwhichopened in

Maythatyear inLondon,andwas

subsequentlyusedonroyal trains.

Itwasnumbered31516byBRand

withdrawnfromAshford (74A) in

September1951.

Thesale’s leading railwayana

realisationwas£340 foraMidland

Railwayposterpromoting the

OrientLine toAustraliaviaSt

Pancras fordirect trains toTilbury.

Itwas theworkofElijahAlbertCox

(1876-1955), ahighly respected

artistwhoalsoproducedposters

forLondonUndergroundandwas

aregularexhibitorat theRoyal

Academy.Pricesexcludebuyer’spremiumof20%

(+VAT).

Coincidentally, a similarBinggaugeonemodel

of thesameSECRNo.516as thatsoldatHansons’

auctionwentunder thehammerataVectis

model trainsale inThornabyonSeptember21,

realising£950.Topprice in theauctionwas£1400

forSNCF2-8-2No.141R1106made inO-gauge

byFulgurexofSwitzerland.Pricesexcludebuyer’s

premiumof25%(incVAT).

BY GEOFF COURTNEY RAILWAYANA
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TAKES OVER SEVERN VALLEY
SUPER POWER
WEST COAST
No.46100RoyalScot is seenatDowlesonSeptember21duringa luckyburst of sun ina rain storm.ANDREWBELL

J
ust one of the special guests
at the Severn Valley Railway’s
autumn steam gala booked for

this year’s showpiece event would
have been a big crowd puller
in itself.
However, the gala featured

two iconic locomotives making
their comebacks after overhaul
and repairs – LMS Princess
Coronation Pacific No. 6233
Duchess of Sutherland and BR
Standard Pacific No. 70000
Britannia. Add those to LMS
Princess Royal 4-6-0 No. 46100
Royal Scot, and you had three
generations of West Coast Main
Line super power!
Not only that, but the high-

profile gala also had a sub plot,
with two centenarians showing

their worth in the year of their
100th birthdays – NER Q6
0-8-0 No. 63395 from the North
Yorkshire Moors Railway, which
had never been this far south
before – and home-based GWR
2-8-0 No. 2857.

Numbers 20%up
Despite some patchy weather, the
eagerly-awaited steam gala drew
more than 6300 visitors – 20% up
on the corresponding event last
year – with visitors from all over
Britain travelling to the line to see
railway heritage at its finest.
Over and above the intensive

daytime timetable, Friday and
Saturday night’s all-night running
gave passengers the chance to
experience the sights and sounds

of the Severn Valley after dark.
Trains ran continuously from
the Friday morning until the
Sunday evening.
Christopher Vine, author of the

Peter’s Railway series, carried out
book signings at the Engine House
Visitor Centre over the weekend
and talked to young enthusiasts.
Britannia was once a resident

on the Severn Valley. It returned
to steam there and was based on
the line until 1981. Back then, it
never made it into Kidderminster
Town station, as the line was not
extended there until 1984.
Royal Scotmade its first visit to

the SVR in 2015, when it guested
at the Golden Jubilee Autumn
Steam Gala, hauling its first
passenger trains following an

extensive overhaul. SVR events
co-ordinator Lewis Maddox
said: “Despite the rain over
the duration of the gala, our
platforms and trains were busy
with passengers who had braved
the weather to come and enjoy
this really special celebration
of steam.
“A very popular and photogenic

visiting line-up certainly helped
to draw the crowds, and we’re
sure that passengers were able to
capture some great shots of these
striking engines in action.”

Main line test run
The gala guest appearance
doubled up as a running-in session
for Britannia. After the gala, the
Pacific stayed on to haul service
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GALA SPECIAL

This year’s Severn Valley Railway’s September 20-23 autumn steam
gala has been described as the event of the year, featuring no less
than three express passenger locomotives in Royal Scot, Duchess of
Sutherland and Britannia.A fortnight later, the GWR cross-county
route played host to a fourth generation of rawWest Coast Main
Line super power, with the October 4-6 diesel gala marking the
50th anniversary of the Class 50s, reports Robin Jones.



CentenarianGWRheavy freight2-8-0No. 2857passesTenburyWall northof
BewdleyonSeptember23. JOHN TITLOW

PrincessCoronationPacific
No. 6233DuchessofSutherland

worksunderBewdleySouth
bracket signal onSeptember23.

JED BENNETT
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No.70000Britannia catches the sunlightas it passes through thewoodsat
TrimpleyonSeptember23.KENNY FELSTEAD



GWR0-6-0PTNo. 7714 crosses FallingSandsViaductonSeptember21.As reported inHR issue240, a£275,000appeal
to fundessential repairsneeded to save the141-year-old landmark red-brick132-yardviaductwhich spans the
Staffordshire&WorcestershireCanal half amile fromKidderminster is beingbackedbyHeritageRailwayandour sister
titleTheRailwayMagazine. JOHN TITLOW

No.70000BritanniadepartsHamptonLoadewith the ‘RedDragon’ on
September21. JOHN TITLOW

This stunningnight scene
ofPort TalbotRailway/
GWR0-6-0STNo. 813with
a rakeofGWRcarriages
atArley stationwas
capturedonSeptember23.
DAVID STUBBINGS

Visiting fromtheNorthYorkshireMoorsRailway,Q6No. 63395 leavesBewdley
Tunnelwitha service forBridgnorthonSeptember21. IAN DIXON

“Despite some patchy weather, the eagerly-awaited steam gala
drewmore than 6300 visitors – 20% up on the corresponding
event last year – with visitors from all over Britain travelling to the
line to see railway heritage at its finest.”

Undera leaden sky, PrincessCoronationPacificNo. 6233DuchessofSutherland
approachesFoleyParkTunnel onSeptember21. KARL HEATH

GWR Collett 0-4-2T No. 1450 andmatching auto-coach No. 178 passes Rifle
Rangewith a local shuttle on September 23. JOHN TITLOW
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No.46100RoyalScotprepares todepartBewdleywithanevening serviceon
September22.KENNY FELSTEAD

BulleidWestCountry lightPacificNo. 34027TawValleywaits for the road to clear
on the11pmlight enginepath toBridgnorthonSeptember21. JED BENNETT

trains, clocking up its mileage in
order to quality for its eagerly-
awaited return to the main line.
A spokesman for owner the

Royal Scot Locomotive & General
Trust said: “We are pleased to
announce that following the
successful testing and running-in
on the SVR throughout September,
Britanniawill once again return
to the main line on October 18 by
undertaking a light locomotive test
run fromKidderminster to Crewe.
Upon the satisfactory completion
of this, its first loaded test run will
then take place on October 19.
“All being well, Britannia is then

scheduled to feature on our Saphos
Trains trips in December where
it will be hauling its first main
line passenger tours for a number
of years. This will be confirmed
nearer the time of the first trip.
“This is all subject to the

fitness-to-run exams being
passed successfully and that if any
unforeseen issues or problems
are found by our engineers with
the test runs or back at our base
in Crewe these plans could be
subject to change.”
According to previous reports,

the 4-6-2 still needs a loaded main
line proving run in order that its
running qualities can be assessed
in terms of vibration levels
hopefully dampened by the fitting
of new axle bearings.
Until Britannia is cleared for

passenger traffic, Locomotive
Services are reduced to a pair of
steam engines, Royal Scot and

No. 34052 Lord Dowding (34046
Braunton) to work the remaining
Saphos Trains excursions this
year. The remaining trips
rostered for steam are the Welsh
Borders Christmas Express’,
December 2 and the ‘Pennine
Moors Christmas Express’ on
December 8.
Now that the ‘Brit’ is out of the

works, attention is being focused
on A2 4-6-2 No. 60532 Blue Peter
as a matter of priority, leaving
GWR 4-6-0 No. 5029 Nunney
Castle on the back burner.
Meanwhile work on ‘Black Five’

No. 45231 continues at Southall.
The next assignment for

Duchess of Sutherland, now
repainted in its original LMS
crimson lake livery following a
major £130,000 overhaul by its
owner, the Princess Royal Class
Locomotive Trust, was a first-ever
visit to the Swanage Railway’s
October 12-14 autumn steam gala.

‘Hoover’ power
The Severn Valley steam gala
was followed a fortnight later by
an event supported by our sister
titles, The Railway Magazine and
Rail Express – a three-day Class
50 Golden Jubilee celebration,
marking the next phase in West
Coast Main Line traction.
Built by English Electric at the

Vulcan Foundry in Newton-le-
Willows between 1967-8, the BR
Class 50 was a class of 50 diesel
locomotives designed to haul
passenger trains at 100mph.
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At first, they were engaged on
express passenger trains on the
then non-electrified section of
the WCML between Crewe and
Scotland. Initially, numbered
D400-449 and known as
English Electric Type 4s, they
became Class 50 in the TOPS
renumbering of 1973. They
were nicknamed ‘Hoovers’ by
rail enthusiasts because of the
distinctive sound made by the
dynamic braking resistor cooling
fan arrangement.
Once the electrification from

Crewe to Glasgow was completed,
the locomotives were moved
to the South West to allow the
retirement of the remaining
Western Region diesel-hydraulic
locomotives then in use.
At first, the class was taken

on a 10-year lease from English
Electric, but all of them were
subsequently bought outright
by BR.
As trains in the region moved

to Class 125 InterCity High
Speed Train operation from 1976,
the Class 50s were switched to
hauling trains between Waterloo
and Exeter St Davids, and also
trains from to Hereford and
Worcester via Oxford. Class
members were steadily retired
from service in the late Eighties
and early Nineties as their
services moved to operation by
second-generation DMUs.

Settinganew
heritageera record?
Out of 50 Class 50s built, a total
of 18 – 36% of the entire class –
were saved from the scrapyard,
bought by preservation groups or
other private owners.
And the Class 50 Jubilee

gala showcased no less than
11 of them. That is a strong
contender for the biggest number
of locomotives from a single
class to gather together at a
heritage event.

In attendance were Nos. 50007
Hercules, 50008 Thunderer,
50015 Valiant, 50017 Royal Oak,
50026 Indomitable, 50031 Hood,
50033 Glorious, 50035 Ark Royal,
50044 Exeter, 50049 Defiance
and 50050 Fearless.
All of them ran apart from

No. 50026 Indomitable, which
suffered problems with its power
unit in the preceding week,
which could not be resolved in
time for the gala.
However, there was a plus

side to this, as No. 500026 was
used as a static exhibit with a

difference. Guided by volunteers
from both the 50026 group and
various other diesel groups at
the SVR, visitors were able to
take tours of the locomotive – a
rare opportunity.
Of the 50s in attendance,

Nos. 50007, 50031, 50035, 50044
and 50049 are based on the
SVR in the care of the Class
50 Alliance.
The railway was delighted

with the public response to the
diesel gala, which exceeded
all expectations, despite poor
weather on the Saturday.

The total of 3574 visitors was
described by an SVR spokesman
as “truly impressive” bearing
in mind the target based on
previous experience, was 2500.
A hugely successful Class 50

Alliance fundraising idea
involving No. 50033 Glorious,
which is still awaiting its new
£10,000 paintwork, was to invite
visitors to ‘tag’ it with marker
pens for £5 a time.
A test run to Highley and back

saw £195 collected from people
taking pictures of No. 50033 to
tag it. A photographers’ night

AnOctober3eveningphotographic eventatKidderminster sees
Nos. 50049Defiance, 50015Valiant, theunpainted50033Glorious,
50050Fearless, 50035ArkRoyaland50031Hood. STEVE DONALD

After the steamgala,Britannia remainedon theSVR for running in, hauling regular timetabled trains, prior to itsmain line
test run.OnSeptember29, the sunhaddippedbelowthehorizon creatingawonderful afterglowasNo. 70000passesRifle
Range. JOHN TITLOW

Making its first passenger runs since2004,No. 50033
Glorious, carryinggraffiti fromall theenthusiasts
who tagged it for a fiver to raisemoney for its
repaint, approachesBewdleywitha local from
KidderminsteronOctober4.KENNY FELSTEAD

HansonRail’sNo. 50008ThundererapproachesBewdleywitha
demonstration freightonOctober4. KENNY FELSTEAD
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shoot on Kidderminster diesel
depot on the Wednesday before
the gala saw another £340
collected from tagging.
On the first morning of the

gala, another £440 was raised
at Kidderminster by tagging
Glorious. As the day went on, the
sum rose as more people loved
the idea of putting their names
on the 50 and also remembering
their friends and lost family
members. The idea was popular
with children too.
The side windows of the

locomotive were removed and a

letterbox-type hole was installed
for people to donate.
It may have looked tatty, but

during the gala period, £3460
was raised through the tagging
of the locomotive.
During the winter, the

bodysides will be further
prepared to allow No. 50033 to be
painted off site at a professional
paint shop. The body needs to be
free of any rust, heavy corrosion,
or old body filler which prevent
the new paint from adhering.
➜ Additional reporting:
Cedric Johns.

Runningas scrappedsisterNo. 50006Neptune, No. 50007HerculesdepartsHighley forKidderminster. KENNY FELSTEAD
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This low-downangle showsoff the twoof the line’s iconic locomotives
–GarrattsNos. 138and143–at theheadof anine-car trainatDinas,
completewithabogie tankwagon, onSeptember15.GARETH EVANS

RAILWAY UPDATE



The anniversary of the start of Ffestiniog
&Welsh Highland Railway (F&WHR)
services between Caernarfon and Dinas was
celebrated at the Super-Power 2018 gala over
the weekend of September 14-16.
The star attraction was undoubtedly

2-4-2T Lyn, the replica Lynton & Barnstaple
Railway Baldwin.
Top-and-tailed with Single Fairlie

I
t’s staggering to think 21 years have
elapsed since the rebirth of the Welsh
Highland Railway from the Caernarfon

end. For some of us, the attraction and
excitement remains as strong as ever for
this beautifully scenic 2ft-gauge line, which
runs through the heart of Snowdonia, with
its powerful Garratt steam locomotives and
comfortable bogie carriages.

Taliesin, Lyn operated shuttle trains with
three heritage F&WHR carriages.
Feedback from crews was positive, with

some looking forward to the locomotive’s
return in due course.
Other locomotives in traffic included

Double Fairlies David Lloyd George and
Myrddin Emrys, as well as Garratts Nos. 87,
138 and 143.

WELSH HIGHLAND AT
Gareth Evans reports on the

Super-Power 2018 gala, which celebrated
the start of Welsh Highland trains

between Dinas and Caernarfon in 1997 –
and he also gains a look inside the line’s

impressive new northern terminus
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Visitors could sample a ride in a ‘bugbox’
carriage behind Quarry Hunslet 0-4-0ST
Lilla at Dinas, while a footplate ride could
be enjoyed on another Quarry Hunslet,
Hugh Napier.
A model show at Dinas included the

impressive 009 Bron Hebog layout, based on
the WHR, as well as a display of live steam
articulated locomotives.
Members of the public were given their

first look inside the striking new £2.3million
station building at Caernarfon. Visitors were
invited to judge a shortlist of paintings which
will be used for the railway’s posters. The
art work was displayed inside the exhibition
area of the new building, which will allow
passengers to wait in the dry in due course.

‘Green’ terminal
Since services began in October 1997, WHR
trains have run from temporary facilities
in Caernarfon. Construction of the new
terminal started in February 2017 – and it is
now hoped the building will be completed in
time for the Santa trains in December.
“We’re a tourist attraction first and

foremost – every pound we earn keeps the
railway healthy and successful,” explained
Paul Lewin, F&WHR general manager, as
he gave Heritage Railway a tour of the new
facilities.
“We’ve got to be up to modern tourist

standards, but that doesn’t necessarily mean
we lose our character – and that’s important.
We’re still a railway, we’re still something
different. We’re not ‘just’ another tourist
attraction – we’ve got to do both things.
“People coming here expect quality loos and

a decent cafe and to get out on the railway.
This station has to cope with 300 people at
a time easily. That means lots of loos and
plenty of covered space. We know the weather
here in Snowdonia can be wet at times and
people don’t want to be shoehorned into
a small space. Therefore, we’ve designed
this with a big open space to look after
our customers.”

Paul added: “The space is limited by the
site – it never was a big footprint. We couldn’t
buy any more land and we’re just outside
the flood zone, which extends up to the
pavement. We’ve made the most of what we
have. When the architects came here, we were
stood in what was a car park and I said we
want this view – the castle.”
That view can be soaked up from the shop

and cafe, which will offer additional seating
upstairs.
The coffee shop pays homage to the

engineering firm once based across the
road from the station which supplied the
slate industry with machinery, including
locomotives,. It will be called bi-lingually
(English/Welsh) Café De Winton/Caffi
De Winton.
“I think this will be the best view from any

railway cafe – or even any coffee shop in
Caernarfon,” Paul enthused.
At the heart of the structure is a rotunda,

with a big glass roof above it, which will let
in a wealth of light into what will be the main
entrance hall to the building. It is hoped to
put a locomotive in there, something Paul
described as “work in progress”.
Why the modern design?
Paul explained: “This building has to meet

the BREEAM, the environmental standard
which states you have to have certain
insulation, be energy efficient, be accessible
for all and so on, so it’s to the very highest of
standards. It’s one of the reasons why it’s very
difficult to build an old style building while
meeting the required standards.
“The event space is an unheated area.

Instead of having a platform with a canopy,
we decided to enclose the space. It’s like
King’s Cross, Euston and Paddington. The
shops and cafe are heated but the remainder
is not. It’s a way of being energy efficient and
large, empty spaces don’t need to be heated.
“Vertical strips of cast glass have a blue-

green tinge, which we wanted to give a bit of
colour to the interior. We have glass sections
with an insulator down the middle, so it lets

The strikingmoderndesignof thenewCaernarfon
stationbuilding. Theneed tokeep the stationheight
belowa level soasnot to impacton theview from
the cottagesabove is apparent in this view, takenon
September30. The coachbay is locatedoutof shot to
the right. PAUL LEWIN

Will thisbe the finest view froma railway cafe in
theBritish Isles?Visitorswill beable to take in
thedistinctive shapeofCaernarfonCastlewhile
enjoying their refreshments.GARETH EVANS

Roomhasbeen left between thebuildingandwall to
allow future reinstatementof the track through the
tunnel. The locationof a sewermeans track canbe
laid, but abuilding cannotbe constructedon topof
the formation.GARETH EVANS

InsideCaernarfon station: Looking fromwhatwill
bea shopandbookingoffice towards themain
entrance. The red tileson the rightdecorate the
rotunda.GARETH EVANS

Replica Lynton&BarnstapleRailway Lynwaits in theplatformatDinaswitha shuttle forWaunfawrasDouble
FairlieDavidLloydGeorgearriveswitha train forCaernarfon.GARETH EVANS
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the light through but manages the heat well.
Therefore, it doesn’t become a greenhouse
in summer and an ice box in winter. The
building has a passive ventilation system.
“For a chunk of the year, artificial light will

not be required. White blocks hang vertically
from the ceiling, giving it a contemporary
feel. The shop fittings will be all-glass,
allowing the light to come in unhindered.
“The building has been designed to enable

it to be scaled up or down, depending on
the season, as a facility of this size has the
potential to be resource-hungry.”
There is space between the building and

the retaining wall on the landward side of
the structure.
Paul added: “The town’s sewer runs

underneath. We’re not allowed to put a
building over it, so we moved the sewer
against the wall. We can lay track on top of it,
however.
“If people ask whether we’re going to relay

the railway through the tunnel, this is the
least of their worries. Yes, you can get into
the tunnel – it’s out the other side and beyond
that’s the problem, where there are lots
of obstructions.”
With accessibility being a key issue, the

building will boast what is termed
‘a changing places loo’. This allows a range of
needs to be met.

The room includes a bed, a height-
adjustable sink and a hoist which can be used
as an aid for a carer or by an individual to
help maintain their independence. Outside
medical and leisure facilities, this is the first
one in North Wales.
Another nice touch are the staff facilities,

which are located in the end ‘nose’ of
the building, just outside the entrance to
the platform.
Not to be forgotten is the coach pick-up

and drop-off bay on the road immediately
outside, providing convenient access for
group visitors.

Left:Waunfawr is thenext
major infrastructureproject
on theF&WHR.Anew
stationbuildingwill bebuilt
on the foundations,which
were laidwhen the line
reopened. In this view taken
fromthe footbridge, Fairlie
DavidLloydGeorgeawaits
departurewitha train
forCaernarfonon
September15.
GARETH EVANS

Lynattracts attention fromenthusiasts atWaunfawr
while at theheadof thevintage train. TheNorth
American-designed locomotive looksperfectly at
home inSnowdonia.GARETH EVANS

QuarryHunslet 0-4-0STexperiencesat
Dinas: Lillawasoperatinga shuttlewith

theheritage four-wheeled ‘bugbox’
carriages,while footplate rides could
beenjoyedup to the carriage shedon

HughNapier.GARETH EVANS

HOTOFFTHEPRESS:BOOKSLAUNCHED

COPIES of two newly published books relating to the
F&WHR were on sale at the event.
Hot off the press were copies of the latest work by

respected author Peter Johnson. Published by Pen &
Sword, titled Rebuilding The Welsh Highland Railway
– Britain’s Longest Heritage Line, the book charts the
railway’s complicated history. It describes the events,
including a court hearing, three public inquiries and a
great deal of controversy, leading to the start of services
between Caernarfon and Porthmadog. A postscript
describes post-completion developments.
Gordon Rushton was also present at Super-Power

signing copies of his newly published book, Ffestiniog
Finery – The F&WHR Stockbook – Everything that
Moves on the F&WHR. A former Ffestiniog Railway
general manager, the author draws on his knowledge
with this well-illustrated 336-page book, which as the
title suggests, is effectively an encyclopaedia of the
locomotive and rolling stock fleet.

It includes historical explanations which many readers
may be unaware of, as well as a clue as to how things
work, how they are used and a glimpse into the policy
that is applied to them.
Drawings and maps help to explain things.
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NorthEasternLocomotivePreservationGroup-ownedJ270-6-0No. 65894 looksathome
at theNorthYorkshireMoorsRailway in this attractive landscape scene, completewith
cattle amid the spectacular sceneryatGoathlandonSeptember29. Capturedduring the
NYMR’s autumnsteamqala, the train comprises an interestingvarietyof restoredvehicles,
includingboxvans, a cattlewagon, amilk tanker, a Lowmac carryingvisiting2ft 3ingauge
TalyllynRailwayNo.6Douglas, coal hoppers anda16Tmineralwagon.CHRIS GEE
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Faults and paintwork
leave SteamDreams short
ByCedricJohns

RECENTweekshave seendisruption

toSteamDreams’operationsbecause

of thenon-availabilityof selected

steampowerbooked for‘Cathedrals

Express’trips, including theplanned

WestCountrydouble-headerwith

FlyingScotsman.

Twenty-fourhoursbefore its scheduled

Sunday,September23,working,A4

No.60009UnionofSouthAfrica failed its

fitness-to-runexamatSouthall, resulting

in theKing’sCross-Cambridge-Norwich

‘CathedralsExpress’runningdiesel-

hauledthroughout its trip.

By lateSeptember, itwasobvious that

due tooverrunningoverhaulworkat

Carnforth, B1No. 61306Mayflowerwas

unavailable to takepart asplanned in

the sell-outPlymouth-Penzance trip,

double-headingwith FlyingScotsman

onOctober6, LMS‘BlackFive’No. 44871

substituting forDavidBuck’s engine

(HeadlineNewspages6and7).The

Bluebell Railwaywasalso forced to

withdrawMayflower fromthe roster for

itsOctober12-14Giantsof Steamevent,

where itwasbooked to joinNo. 60009.

While thetwo-yearoverhaulof the

B1wascompleted inmid-September,a

visit to thepaintshopforacoatofLNER

applegreenreportedlyended inmore

frustration–as thepaint failedtoprovide

astable finish.Sothenewly-appliedpaint

was‘gunned’off,back tobaremetaland

the jobrestarted inearlyOctober.David

wasnotavailable forcomment.

However,SteamDreams’‘AlanPegler

Farewell’special fromKing’sCross toYork

behindFlyingScotsmanonSaturday,

October13, isanothersel-outout.

Assuming it isback, theB1willwork

a‘CathedralsExpress’off theBluebell

RailwaytoOxfordandWorcesteron

Saturday,October27.Thetrainpicks

upatSheffieldParkandEastGrinstead,

beforesettingoffviaGuildford,

WokinghamandReading.

SteamDreams’operationsdirector

SteveNewall, travellingontheTheale-

Taunton legofScotsman’s rundownthe

Hants&Berks linetoTaunton, saidhe

was lookingforapossible replacement

engineshouldtheB1notbeready in

time. Oneproblemwas findingan

enginegaugedfor theapproaches to

EastGrinstead,possiblya‘BlackFive.’

TheChristmasseasonbeginswitha

trip fromWestBromptontoGloucester’s

VictorianChristmasmarket,onTuesday,

November20.HauledbytheB1, the

traincallsatClaphamJunction,Redhill,

Reigate,ShalfordandGuildford,while

Cardiff is thedestinationonThursday,

November22,behindNo.60009.Starting

fromPaddington, the‘Express’stopsat

Slough,ReadingandSwindon.

Atrip, toBathand itsChristmasmarket

isbookedtodepartLondonVictoriaon

Tuesday,December4, routedviapick-up

pointsatStaines,Chertsey,Wokingand

Salisburywhereplannedtrainengine

Mayflowerwill takeonwater.OnSunday,

December9, theB1headsan‘Express’

leavingKing’sCross forLincoln,picking

upatHertfordNorthandStevenage.

SteamDreams’pre-Christmas

programmehastheB1rosteredtowork

no less thanseventrains, the firstof these

toanewdestination,BlenheimPalace,

onWednesday,December12.Picking

upatHounslow,Staines,Bracknell and

Reading,passengersarriveviaacoach

transferat thepalace followingaspecial

stopatHanborough, thetraincontinuing

onwardtoCheltenham andWorcester.

TheMid-HantsRailwayprovidesakey

point for threetrips.OnFriday,December

14,a‘CathedralsExpress’departsAshford

International forAlresfordandacarol

service in thetown’sparishchurch.

ThetrainstopsatCharing,Maidstone

East,BoroughGreen,BromleySouthand

KensingtonOlympia.

Atrip toSherborneAbbeydeparts

AlresfordonMonday,December17,

callingatAlton,Farnham,Aldershot,

Guildford,Petersfield,Havantandan

alternativesetdownatSalisbury.Having

depositedpassengersatSherborne, the

trainwill runonforengineturningand

servicingat theYeovilRailwayCentre.

Finally, theannual‘WhiteCliffs’

luncheontraindepartsLondonVictoria

andBromleySouth fora runaroundKent,

includingskirtingtheseabetweenDover

andFolkestone.

The2019seasonopensonThursday,

March7withatrip fromLondontoBath

andBristol, callingatEgham,Woking,

BasingstokeandSalisbury,andonMarch

14,a‘CathedralsExpress’departsKing’s

Cross toLincolnandYork.Passenger

stops for thisunusualdoubledestination

arebookedforPottersBar,Stevenage,

PeterboroughandLincoln.

Inanother‘first’a train fromSouthend

isscheduledtovisit theBluebell

RailwayonSaturday,March23,picking

upatUpminsterandBarking.On

Thursday,March28,aB1-headed

‘CathedralsExpress’startsoutofWest

Brompton,callingatClaphamJunction,

Cheam,Leatherhead,DorkingMain,

Horsham,PulboroughandChichester,

destinationSalisbury.

March30seesatrip fromEustontothe

SevernValleyRailwayand/orWorcester.

OnSaturday, September29,WestCoastRailwaysoperated theannual charter for theLuneRivers Trustona coast-to-coast itinerary fromCarnforth toScarboroughand
return.HauledbyStanier 8F2-8-0No. 48151, the trainwas routedvia the ‘LittleNorthWestern’ line toHellifieldand fromtherevia theMidlandmainlineandSkipton
toLeeds.ApproachingLeeds, the train took theavoiding line fromWhitehall Junction toEngineShed Junction to join theMidland line toLondon,before joiningNER
metals andbeing routed throughCastleford toChurchFentonandYork.After awater stopatChurchFenton, the special is seenheadingalong the four-trackmain line
towardsYorkandcrossing theRiverWharfeatUlleskelf.DAVID RODGERS

ByCedricJohns

WELLKNOWNforhismain line

‘Thunderbird’exploits, and in

particularprovidingmotive

power forFortWilliam-Mallaig

‘Jacobite’servicesandrecognised

official custodianofA3No.60103

FlyingScotsman, IanRiley is set to

join thepressurisedbusinessof

runningorganisedrailtours.

Operatingunder thetitle Ian

Riley&Son(Railways)Limited,

threetrainsarecurrently listed.

Thefirst,‘TheCitadel’runs

fromManchesterPiccadillyon

Thursday,November8heading

forCarlisleviaShap, returning

over theSettleandCarlisle line.

Theseconddepartureof‘The

Citadel’starts fromManchester

onSaturday,November10,

running inthereversedirection

of theprevious train.Subject

toconfirmation,bothtrains

willbeworkedbyapairof Ian’s

‘BlackFives’.

Thethird train, the‘Flying

ScotsmanChristmasFellsman’

featuringtheA3followsasimilar

path fromManchester toCarlisle

viaShap.

Enquiriesandticketsales

arebeinghandledbyWest

CoastRailways,aswellas the

operationalaspectsofeachtrip.
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Vintage Trains reveals its big plans
for the future as it becomes TOC
ByJonathanWebb

NINEmonths since it ran its last train,

GWRCastle4-6-0No. 5043Earlof

MountEdgcumbeon the‘Christmas

WhiteRose’fromTyseley toYorkon

December16,Tyseley-basedVintage

Trainshasbeengrantedanoperating

licenceby theOfficeofRail andRoad, as

reported inHeadlineNews last issue.

The longdelay in completing the

processhasmeant thatVThasnot

beenable to launch thenewTOCon its

trademark‘ShakespeareExpress’service

asoriginally envisaged.

Although this hiatuswas frustrating,

andhadanundoubted impactoncash

flow, thecompany isplacing that all

behind itself and looking to the future

withahostof excitingproposals that

will encompassnotonly steam,but

heritagediesels andotherTOCs.

Commercial directorBenMason

explained that forquite awhileprior

to thedecisionbyWestCoastRailways

to stopcrewingVT’s charters,Vintage

Trainshadbeen“quietly looking”at

other companies to supply crews.

Therefore, it seems likely thatWest

Coastwouldhave seena sharp

reduction indemand fromVT in the

near futureanyway.This exploringof

optionshadbeen, Benemphasised,

underwayquite awhilebefore the

WoottonBassett SPADonMarch7,

2015,whenaWestCoastdriverpassed

a red signalprotecting the junction

shortly after aGreatWesternHSThad

passed through.

Themaindrivebehind looking for

alternative supplierswasa reportby

VT trustees that identified thebiggest

weakness in thebusiness casewas

anover-relianceonone supplier.

Surprisingly, due to its lackof vacuum

brake locomotives,DBCargo said

that it hadnoobjection inprinciple

tooperatingchartersonbehalf of

VT, butwas concerned regarding

whatwouldhappen in the rare case

of a failureoccurringand the train

needing rescuingbyavacuum-braked

locomotive.With the relatively local

‘ShakespeareExpress’thiswouldbe

amuch lesserproblem, asVTwould

justneed toconduct a fitness-to-run

examinationonClass 47No. 47773

(formerlyNo. 47541TheQueenMother)

andmake it ready, so that all thatwas

requiredwas for adriver to“push the

button”and run to the stricken train.

ThepossibilityofusingRail

OperationsGroupwasalso lookedat,

even though it hasnovacuum-braked

stock, but in the finality itwasdecided

that thebest courseof actionwas forVT

to form itsownTOC.Benwasadamant

thatVThasnodesire tobeasbigas

WestCoast.

Themove to formaTOC led toa

share issuebeingopened,withan

aimof reaching£850,000by theend

ofMay this year. In fact, byMay31 the

total raised stoodat£857,000,which

althoughverywelcome,Benexplained

“wasnotenough tobring the rolling

stockup to the samestandardas the

steam locomotivepulling them.”

With this inmind, the share issue

wasextended,withanendobjective

of raising£3million.Themoneywill

notonlybe spenton refurbishing

rolling stock, but to construct a

storageandmaintenance shednear

Tyseley’s signalbox.Thiswill bea

multi-purposebuilding for the storage

andmaintenanceof locomotives and

carriages.Theeventual aim is tohave

enoughserviceable carriages toenable

twoVTcharters to runon the same

day, something that is not currently

possible, and todisposeof someMk.2s.

Clun Castleon test
VT flagship locomotiveNo. 7029Clun

Castle is expected tocommence test

running in thenear future.The test

will initially consist of runningupand

downthe shortdemonstration line

within theVT site, beforeundertaking

a light enginemove toWhitlocks

End, followedbya loaded test run to

Stratford-upon-Avon,beforeamore

demanding loaded test runon the

Tyseley toLeicester circuit.

Ashighlightedonpages78-81,

EarlofMountEdgcumbemade its last

in-steamappearanceat theTyseley

50thanniversaryopenweekend

onSeptember29-30,with itsboiler

ticket expiringonOctober6. Staff said

that a10-month turnaround time is

more thanpossible, due to the strict

maintenance regimeemployedby

VT,meaning that relatively littlework

is requiredwhena locomotive is

withdrawn foroverhaul.

Tyseley’s thirdCastle,No. 5080

Defiant, is still someway fromsteaming

againand fundraisingcontinues

towards this aim.

Other locomotiveson thehorizon

areGWR4-6-0No. 4936KinletHall,

althoughnothinghasbeen formally

signed,handshakeshavebeen

exchanged, anduniqueBRPacific

No. 71000DukeofGloucester,which

is currentlyunderoverhaul atTyseley.

There is anagreement inplace, once

theoverhaul is completed, to run

No. 71000 for 10years.

VT chairmanMichaelWhitehouse

said:“TheDukegrouppayus to

maintain the locomotiveandwepay

themtohire it, so themoneygoes

around inacircle”.

Whenaskedabout thepossibility

ofotherhigh-profile locomotives,

namelyA3No. 60103 FlyingScotsman

andA1No. 60163TornadohaulingVT

LNERA4PacificNo. 60009UnionofSouthAfricaheadsUKRailtours’ ‘TheTalisman’past Stukeley, northofHuntingdon,onSeptember15. TheA4worked the train from
King’s Cross toNewcastle, substituting forA1PacificNo. 60163Tornado. The returnworkingwas in thehandsofDelticD9009Alycidon. BRIAN SHARPE
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ByBrianSharpe

ONEof themoreunusual railtoursofmodern

timeswill seeaone-coach train covering

asmuchof theextensivenetworkof track

inWestCoastRailways’Carnforthbase

aspossible.

TheBranchLineSociety runsan increasing

numberofunusual tourscoveringparts

ofBritain’s railwaysystemthatother

operatorsoverlook.

The‘CarnforthCharityCharterCracker’will

runonSaturday,December8usingaWest

CoastTSOcoach toppedandtailedbyClass

03No.03196andClass08No.08485.

Twotrainswill runonthatdate, at10.30am

and12pm,andthe tourswill last anhour

each, coveringasmuchtrackwithin the

depotboundariesas ispractical andsafeon

theday.CarnforthclosedasaBRsteamshed

at theendofBRsteaminAugust1968,but

was leased fromBR initiallybywhatwas to

becometheLakeside&HaverthwaiteRailway

andsteamopendays started tobeheld,with

thevenueacquiring thenameSteamtown.

Itwasdevelopedasamajor steamcentre

withpreservedsteamengines returning to

main lineoperationafter1972.Although

Steamtownbecamethepremiermain line

steamoperatingbase inBritain, theupkeep

of theextensivesite toastandardsuitable

forpublicaccessproved impossible.After

closure to thepublic, thewhole sitewas

takenoverbyDavidSmith’sWestCoast

RailwayCompany,whichhasoperated

steamanddiesel excursionsacross the

country sincePrivatisationof theBRsystem.

It is anextensive sitewitha largeamount

of coachingstock, aswell as steamand

diesel locomotives. It shouldbepossible

for the tours tocovermuchof thedepot’s

railwaysystem,as threesetsof coaches

will beoutonmain line tours thatday, two

beingRailwayTouringCompanyChristmas

steamexcursions fromKing’sCrossand

York respectively.

While theBranchLineSocietyaims to

cover rare track, thePreservedLocomotive

Enthusiasts’Groupaims toobtainhaulage

by the rarermotivepower in the railway

preservationmovement. Limited toa

maximumof64participants, these two

toursareopenonly tomembersof the

twoorganisations.

The fare is £50andboth trainsare full.The

toursarebeingoperated to raisemoney

for theBrookeHospital forAnimals and

Compassion inWorldFarming.

Photographywithin the sitewill be

permitted,but imagesmaynotbeshared

onsocialmediaorpublished in the

railwaypress.

One-coach railtour around Carnforth

charters, Benwasguarded, sayingonly

thatbothwere“apossibility”shouldan

approachbemade toVTand itmade

commercial sense.

Benwasasked ifVThadanyambition

toexpand into theheritagediesel

chartermarket.He said:“Wecould sell

onedouble-headedClass 37 tour ayear,

but is thereenoughdemand todo it on

a regularbasis?”

He said thatVT is in advanced talks

with theSevernValleyRailway-based

Fifty Fundover theuseofNos. 50007

Herculesand50049Defianceon the

main line.

Oneof thebiggesthurdles that any

newTOC faces is oneof attracting

footplate crews.VT currentlyhas six

steamdrivers and threediesel drivers.

Its firemen includewell-known faces

suchasAlastairMeanley, sonof chief

engineerBobMeanley, andDean

Morris, both regularson the shovel

whenVTcharterswere crewedbyWest

Coastdrivers.

Ray back on board
In the fullnessof timeAlastairandDean

willpassoutasmain linesteamdrivers.

However,VT iskeentoattractmore

peopleontothe footplateandhas

already launchedanational recruitment

campaign.Trainingthedriverswill

bewell-respectedmain linedriver

RayChurchill.

Nowasprightly76,Ray,aswereported

lastmonth,hascomeoutof retirement to

takeontherole,with renownedfootplate

inspectorGarethJones recruitedtopass

themout.WhenVTruns its first charter,

hopefully thisautumn,passengerscan

expect toseeRayontheregulator,with

Alastair firing.

ManagingdirectorCathBellamy

explainedthatVT isvery flexible

regardingthehoursofferedtopotential

footplatestaff,withoptionsof full-time

orpart-timeworkavailable, including

weekendsonly.

Itwasalsoemphasisedthat theTOC

waswillingtotakeon, forexample,an

18-year-oldandmentorhim/her through

thevarious links, suchascleaner,yard

shunterandfireman, inorder for themto

qualifyasadriver.MichaelWhitehouse

said that therewasnoset timetogo

fromacleaner toadriver, as itwouldall

dependontheaptitudeandattitudeof

the individual.

Inamovethatcouldbringmuch

hopetovolunteersonheritagerailways,

Michael said thatVTwill alsoconsider

recruiting footplatestaffwhoseonly

experience isonapreserved line.The

thinkingbehindthis is that theywill

alreadyunderstanda lotof thebasics,

even if theyhaveonlyeverdrivenor fired

a locomotiveat25mph.

Ifall thisbecomesreality,CaththinksVT

willhavetheyoungestmain linesteam

crews inthecountry.Benwasatpains to

pointout that thecurrentvolunteerswill

continuetoplayan integralpart in the

business,actingasstewardsetc.

AlthoughVTsees itscorebusinessas

runningsteamcharters, ithasaspirations

inotherdirections, suchasmileage

accumulationwork.Bensaid:“There is

enoughworkout there tokeepoperators

busy for thenext threeto fouryears.”Cath

outlinedplans forVTtocreateadriving

school for therail industryatTyseley.

Bendeclinedtobedrawnonwhenand

wheretothe firstcharterwill run,beyond

saying“sometimethisautumn,”buthe

praisedNetworkRail for itshelpandsaid

that initially theroutes thatVTplans to

operateoverare theCotswold,Leicester

andChestercircuits, alongwithnext

year’s‘ShakespeareExpress’.

A jubilantCathtookdelight insaying

that it isherdreamforVTto“leadfrom

thefrontandprotectmain linesteam”,

somethingthat it clearlyhas theability

andthemotivationtodo.

WestCoastRailwaysClass37No. 37668 is seen towingBRStandard
5MT4-6-0No. 73082Camelot in light steamapproachingReading
with the5Z820842EastGrinsteadSidings toBishopsLydeardmove
onSeptember18. Itwas the first timeNo. 73082hasbeenon themain
line since itwaswithdrawnbyBR in1966andalso the first time it has
ventured fromtheBluebell Railway toanyotherheritage line, in this
case theWest SomersetRailway for its autumnsteamgala.MARK V PIKE

VintageTrains’ flagshipGWR4-6-0
No. 7029ClunCastlewill soonbe
undertakingmain line test runs.VT
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ByCedricJohns

WORKINGthe lastofRailwayTouring

Company’s southcoast summertrains,

‘TheSwanageBelle’,A44-6-2No.60009

UnionofSouthAfrica’spathwashit

byoperationalproblemsthatatone

stagethreatenedthetrain’sarrivalat its

destinationonThursday,September13.

ThedaybeganwithSouthWestern

Railwaycancelling itseastbound

Weymouth-Waterlootrainsbecauseofa

signal failure in theWeymoutharea.

WithNetworkRailonthesite, the line

betweenWeymouthandBournemouth

wasclosedandpassengerswereadvised

thatserviceswouldberesumedin

mid-morning, thetimewhenthe‘Belle’

hadalreadydepartedfromLondon

Victoria for theDorsetcoast.

Mid-morningarrivedandwith it

anannouncementthatwestbound

Waterloo-Weymouthtrainswouldbe

terminatedatBournemouth.

Bynowthe‘Belle’waswellon its

wayandwith theclockticking, the

questionofwhether thespecial train

wouldreachSwanageaddedtothe

troubledproceedings.

FromRTC’spointofview,Bournemouth

wouldbeanacceptableandconvenient

alternativeand inanycasesome

passengershadbookedthroughto

thecosmopolitanresort.Asabonus,

themorningsunshonefrombright

blueskies.

ThencamethenewsthatNetworkRail

engineershadcompletedrepairsand

lineswere reopened inbothdirections.

Eastboundtrainsbeganrunningtoa

hastily-amendedtimetable,but itwas

adifferentstorywithtrainsheading

forWeymouth.

Halfanhourbehindschedule, the

‘Belle’wascaughtup–andpassed–by

late-runningservicesasSouthWestern

Railwaycontrolattemptedtobeing

matters tosomesortofnormality.

HavingstoppedatBeaulieuRoadfor

water, threetrains ranaheadof the‘Belle’

as it restarted.Thefirstwasanempty

coachingstockworking–nodoubta

stockpositioningrun–thesecondwas

adelayeddeparture fromWaterloo,and

thethirdwasadelayedstopper‘dueto

staff shortages’.

Newsofabrokendowntrainat

Waterlooaddedtotheconfusion,but

nevertheless,UnionofSouthAfrica

and its trainkeptmoving inamongst

disorganisedSouthWesternandCross

Countryservices,albeit coastingat

around50mphinthe faceof‘yellows’.

The‘Belle’reachedBournemouth

21min lateandhavingbeenclearedto

runontoSwanageviaBranksome,Poole

andWareham, it finallyarrivedacredible

15mindown.

Itwasa longdayfor thecrews involved,

theA4 leavingSouthall at5.38amonthe

Thursdayandarrivingback fordisposalat

43minpastmidnight the followingday.

A4No. 60009UnionofSouthAfricaworked theRailwayTouringCompany’s ‘TheSwanageBelle’ touronSeptember13. It is seenpassing throughEastleighwith the
LondonVictoria toSwanage charter.MARK V PIKE

A4battles delays to reach Swanage

‘Pinza’ to return to theWaverley

Route50years after its closure

West Coast runs four Santa specials
THEonlymain line tourpromoterbrave

enough to runSanta specials on the

main line,WestCoastRailways, has set

upa seriesof four festive trips, complete

with the‘man in red’onboard.

CommencingSunday,November25,

the specials start fromLancaster and,

afterpickingupatCarnforth, continue

onacircular tour, taking in theLune

Valley,Wennington, Bentham,Clapham,

Giggleswick, Settle Junction,Clitheroe

andBlackburn.

During the trip adultswill be served

ahotpot, followedbymulledwineand

mincepies, andchildrenwill receivea

packed lunch, fruit andacolddrink.

In addition toSantavisitingeach

childwithagift, the trainwill also

havea travellingmagicianproviding

entertainment toadd to theoccasion.

Following theNovemberdeparture,

the specials are set to runonSundays

December2, 9 and16– the latterhaving

already soldout.

Althoughnotofficially confirmed,

motivepower is expected tobe

providedbyCarnforth’s 8F2-8-0

No. 48151.

More immediately, the last‘Jacobite’

train isdue to run fromFortWilliam to

Mallaigduring theweekofOctober

22-26witheither‘BlackFive’No. 45212

orNo. 45407.

Then, onOctober27,WC’s‘Pendle

Dalesman’is set to run fromDoncaster

toCarlisle.

OnOctober30,‘TheDalesman’is due

toworka trip fromYork toCarlisle.The

motivepower for the trains is likely tobe

providedby JubileesNo. 45690 Leander

orNo. 45699Galatea.

Due tooperational reasons,WCwill

notbe running festive trains fromFort

WilliamthisDecember.

ByBrianSharpe

PATHFINDERTourshasannounced

detailsofthefirstDeltic-hauled

railtourof2019,whichwillsee

D9009Alycidon runningasscrapped

sisterD9007Pinzaon‘TheWaverley

Reunion’tourtoTweedbank,marking

the50thanniversaryoftheclosureof

theWaverleyRoute.

OnJanuary5,1969,thefinal

weekendofpublicservices,Pinza

hauledthepenultimatepassenger

trainovertheformerNorthBritish

RailwayWaverleyroutebetween

EdinburghandCarlisle,aRailway

CorrespondenceandTravelSociety

special fromLeeds.

StartingfromBirminghamNew

Street, thetourwillmakefurther

pick-upsasfarasCarlislebefore

continuingviaBeattocktoEdinburgh

totakethesectionoftheWaverley

routeasfarasTweedbank,reopened

in2015astheBordersRailway.

Anotherdiesel locomotivewill

returnthetraintoEdinburghvia

theSuburbanLineforatwo-hour

break,beforereturningviaCarstairs.

Asanalternative,passengerscan

alightatCarlisleontheoutwardrun

andjoinapre-bookedcoachtour

toTweedbankrunningascloseas

practicabletotheoriginaltrackbedof

theWaverleyRoutewithstopsandan

informativecommentary.
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RTC announces its tours for early 2019

Railway Touring Company to run eight
trips to Christmas markets and events
ByCedric Johns

THERailwayTouringCompanyhaseight

carolor shoppingtripsplannedtorun

inDecember.

December1seesanewtrip,‘The

PlymouthChristmasMarket’, fromBristol

TempleMeadstoPlymouth.

HauledbyA44-6-2No.60009Unionof

SouthAfrica, thetrainoffersa four-hour

break inPlymouth.

OnThursday,December6, the‘York

YuletideExpress’leavesNorwich for

YorkwiththeA4tothe fore, stopping

forpassengersatWymondham,

Attleborough,Thetford,Brandon,March

andPeterborough,beforeheadingup

theEastCoastMainLinetoYork.

Thereturn journeyseesStanier4-6-2

No.46233DuchessofSutherlandheading

thetrainbackas farasPeterborough,

whereadieselwill takeover for therun

backtoNorwich.

Lincoln is thedestination forRTC’s

nextouting,‘TheLindumFayre’,which

isbookedforhaulagebytheDuchess

throughouton Saturday,December8.

Settingout fromKing’sCross, the

excursioncallsatPottersBar,Stevenage

andPeterborough,and is routedvia

SpaldingandSleaford forLincoln,where

onarrivalpassengershavearoundfive

hours tobrowsearound280marketstalls.

ReturningviaNewark, the4-6-2will

headupthemain line toLondonbyway

ofGranthamandStokeBank, setting

downasappropriate.

Varied haulage
OnTuesday,December11,‘The

SherborneChristmasCarol’tripgetsaway

fromLondonVictoriabehinda‘BlackFive’

4-6-0,probablyNo.45212,boundfor

the fringesofSomerset,Sherborneand

itsabbey.

CallingatStaines,Wokingand

Basingstoke,astopforwater isalso

includedatSalisburyandasan

alternativedestination.

AtWiltonSouththeLMS4-6-0 faces

asteady14-mileclimbupthough

TisburytoSemley,beforedropping

downthroughGillingham, threading

BuckthornWestontunneland

passingTemplecombe.

After theSherbornestop, the4-6-0 runs

onfor turningandservicing in theYeovil

RailwayCentre’syard.

King’sCross toYorkonSaturday,

December15, sees thepopularA4

leading‘TheChristmasWhiteRose’

downtheEastCoastMainLine,making

callsatStevenage,Huntingdonand

Peterborough.Followingfourhoursof

leisure time inYork, thetrain returns to

King’sCrosswithDuchessofSutherland

leadingtheway.

Thursday,December20,bringsRTC’s

pre-Christmasprogrammetoaclose

with the‘ChristmasWhiteRose’departing

Cambridge forYork, stoppingatEly,

MarchandPeterboroughontheway.

Passengersareagaingivenfourhours

in thecity,before the‘WhiteRose’departs

on itshomeward journey.Steamisagain

providedbyUnionofSouthAfrica in the

morningandDuchessofSutherland in

theevening.

ByBrianSharpe

THERailwayTouringCompanyhas

announceddetailsof its tours for the

earlypartof2019.

Followinga similarprogrammeto

the last fewyears, the first trainwill bea

‘WinterCumbrianMountainExpress’on

January26, running fromManchester

Victoria via Shap toCarlisle and

returningvia theSettle andCarlisle line.

Motivepower is expected tobeoneof

theCarnforth Jubilee4-6-0s,No. 45690

LeanderorNo. 45699Galatea.

FurtherLondon-based‘WCMEs’will

runonFebruary2,23andMarch9.Class

86electricNo.86259LesRosswillhandle

thetrain fromEustontoCarnforth,where

steamtakesover for therunoverShap,

returningvia theS&CandBlackburnas

farasFaringtonJunction.Motivepower

willbeeitheraJubileeofSRMerchant

NavyPacificNo.35018BritishIndiaLine.

Saturday,February16will seeLNER

A4PacificNo.60009UnionofSouth

Africaheadingthe‘CotswoldVenturer’

fromPaddingtontoWorcester,outvia

EveshamandreturningviaSapperton

bankandSwindon.

OnMarch2therewillbearepeatof

thisyear’s‘HighPeakExplorer’running

fromCarnforthtoBuxton, thenover the

remainsof theLNWRAshbourne lineas

farasHindlow, toppedandtailedbytwo

steamlocomotives.

Onthesamedate,UnionofSouthAfrica

willbe inchargeof‘TheYorkshireman’,

steam-hauledonewayfromEaling

BroadwaytoYork,viaHarringworthand

theErewashValley line.

OnMarch16,oneofCarnforth’s

Jubileeswill takethe‘CumbrianCoast

Express’south fromCarlisle roundthe

coastviaWorkington,Ravenglassand

Grange-over-Sands.Thetrainstarts from

Eustonbut timingconstraintsmake it

impracticable for thenorthboundsection

overShaptoalsobesteam-hauled.

UnionofSouthAfricawillbeback in

hometerritoryonSaturday,March23

fora run fromYork toEdinburghand

return,departing fromYorkearly in the

morning.Thiswill beoneof theA4’s

lastopportunities toshowitspaceson

theEastCoastMainLine– the route it

wasbuilt for–before itsmain line ticket

runsout.

DelticD9009 (55009)Alycidon leavesGarsdale in theeveningwithPathfinderTours’ ‘DelticDeviator' fromYork toCarlisle
andbackonSeptember29. STUART BROWN
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ByCedricJohns

THEA1SteamLocomotiveTrust’splans

toruntrains featuringPeppercorn4-6-2

No.60163Tornado fromEdinburghto

Aberdeennextyearhave ledtoaScottish

politicianwantingtoknowwhythe

excursions,marketedas‘TheAberdonian’,

willonly runfromtheScottishcapital to

theGraniteCityandnotviceversa.

OnSeptember26,MSPLewis

Macdonald (Labour,NorthEast), askedat

Holyrood:“Whatanalysishasbeencarried

outof thepotential fordevelopingsteam

train tourismontheeastcoast?”

FionaHyslop(SNP,Linlithgow), the

cabinetsecretary forculture, tourism

andexternalaffairs, replied:“Atrain

journeyaroundScotlandcanbeoneof

thebestwaysofadmiringourstunning

landscapes.Therearealreadyanumber

ofsteamtrain routesacrossScotland,

includingtheBorderssteamcharters,

whicharenowoperatedbytheScottish

RailwayPreservationSociety.As recently

as thismonth, theA1SteamLocomotive

Trustannounced‘TheAberdonian’,

which isabrandnewprogrammeof five

steam-hauledtrainsbetweenEdinburgh

andAberdeen,whichwill launch in

March2019.TheScottishGovernment

encourages requests fromsteam

operators tovisitScotland.”

Agreeingthat the launchof‘The

Aberdonian’wastobewelcomed,

Lewisenquired:“Doyouagreethat it

wouldbeevenbetter ifpassengers

wereable toboardatAberdeen,aswell

as inEdinburgh, sothatpeople from

bothendsof thecountrycantake full

advantageof this fantastic initiative?”

Theminister replied:“Myremit iswide,

butunfortunately itdoesnotextend

totheoperationof railwaytimetables.

However, themembermakesa

reasonablepointand Iwilldrawit to the

attentionof thosewhoareoperating

theservice.”

StuartMcMillan (SNP,Greenockand

Inverclyde)asked:“Wouldthecabinet

secretarysupport the ideaofaspecial

one-dayJamesWatt service involving

Inverclydeandpotentially theeastcoast

tocelebrate thebicentenaryof thedeath

of JamesWatt inAugust2019?”

Thecabinetsecretary replied:“That

isan interestingsuggestion. Iwould

stronglyencouragepotentialoperators

tohaveearlyengagementwithNetwork

Rail, as the industrynormallyusesa

planninghorizonofat leastninemonths.

“Iwouldbe interestedtohearofany

proposals to recognise that important

bicentenaryof thedeathof JamesWatt.”

Prior to this, thetrust’soperations

director,GraemeBunker-James,had

toldthe localpress:“It isanEdinburghto

Aberdeenservice. It isalwaysachallenge

that there just isn’t themarketatpresent

toruntheotherway.”

PickingupatEdinburghWaverleyand

Haymarketstations,‘TheAberdonian’is

bookedtorunonMarch14,August1,8,

31andSeptember7.

Thekeypartof theplantoruntrains to

Aberdeenaretheeffortsof theFerryhill

RailwayTrust.Trustchairman,DrJonTyler,

explained:“Therefurbished70ft turntable

willbeoperatingwhenTornadomakes its

firstappearanceatFerryhillonMarch14.

“Wewillbeoffering full servicing

facilities incompletingthe firstphaseof

ourplans tocreateavisitorcentrebased

ontheengineshed.”

Tornado ‘first’ at Ferryhill

Awonderful sight in theScottishHighlands: K12-6-0No. 62005waits to cross ‘BlackFive’No. 45157atGlenfinnan
stationonSeptember12.DAVE COLLIER

Left: For the last runof this year’s afternoon ‘Jacobite’ trips, IanRiley’s ‘BlackFive’ ranminus its headboard.
Instead, chalkedon the frontwas ‘2Y68 - TheLastOne’.DAVE COLLIER

GraemestepsdownasA1operationsdirector –butwill remaina trustee
ByRobinJones

GRAEMEBunker-James, thepopular

operationsdirectorofTheA1Steam

LocomotiveTrust, hasquit the

post –buthewill still remainvery

much involved.

Graemesaid:“After almost20

yearsof involvement, and10years

ofhands-onoperatingofTornado, I

wanted to stepbackearlier thannow

but itwasn’t appropriate after the

failure inApril (seeNews,page18).

“I haveenjoyedmy time, and

achievedall there is andmore. It

is, however, a commitmentwhich

totallydominates your life and there

areother things Iwish toachieve

insideandoutside the railway.

“I shall continue to serveasa

trustee, andhelpguide thenext

generation, aswell as takinga full

role in the current and futureprojects

the trusthas inhand, suchas the

P2and theV4, ourown trainand

expandedbase inDarlington.

“I havealsoagreed to serveon the

SevernValleyRailway (Holdings)

plcboardasadirector, aswell as

beingvice-chairmanof theGresley

Society,which isnot compatiblewith

leading theoperationof amain line

locomotive full-time.”

A trust statement said:“AsTheA1

SteamLocomotiveTrust continues

togrow, it is becoming increasingly

important that the trustees areable

to spendmoreof their available

voluntary time in their oversight role.

“As such, therewill beanumber

of changes to theboard in the

comingmonthsas the rolesofour

existing trusteesevolveandwe

seek tobring somenewpeople

on-board, particularly expanding

our capabilities inbothengineering

andoperations.

“Graeme’s serviceasoperations

directorduringTornado’s first 10

years in traffic hasbeen invaluable

andwearedelightedhewill continue

asa trustee, especially inputting to

our long-termdevelopmentplans.”

“The trust isworkingup its future

plans for theoperationofTornado

–andsoonPrinceofWales–and

all trustees are trying toensurea

smooth transitionaswecontinue to

growandenhanceand improveour

newworkingpractices.”
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November
SAT 3: Excursion

Linlithgow, York.

Steam-hauled: Linlithgow, York, via

Beattock Summit.

Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. SRPS

SAT 10: ‘The Citadel’

Manchester Victoria, Carlisle & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: Nos. 45212, 44871 or 45175 The

GlasgowHighlander. IRT/WCR

SAT 17: ‘The York Yuletide Express’

London Ealing Broadway, York & return.

BEL Belmond Pullman

0845 077 2222

CAR Carnforth Station Heritage

Centre

01524 735165

IRT/WCR West Coast Railways

01524 737751

PT Pathfinder Tours

01453 835414

RTC Railway Touring Company

01553 661500

The information in this listwas correct
at the timeofgoing topress.
Westrongly advise youconfirm
details of aparticular tripwith the
promoter concerned.

SUN25: ‘Santa Special’

Lancaster, Hellifield, Blackburn, Lancaster.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 48151.WCR

TUE 27: ‘Christmas Sussex Belle’

London Victoria, Eastbourne, Hastings,

Victoria.

Steam-hauled: Victoria, Eastbourne and

Hastings, Victoria.

Locos: No. 45212 or 45305. RTC

THUR29: ‘TheWinchester & Salisbury

ChristmasMarkets’

London Victoria, Winchester, Salisbury &

return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 60009Union of South Africa.

RTC

Steam-hauled throughout.

Locos: No. 46233Duchess of Sutherland

and 60009Union of South Africa. RTC

TUE 20: ‘The Cathedrals Express’

West Brompton, Gloucester & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 61306Mayflower. SD

THUR22: ‘The Cathedrals Express’

London Paddington, Cardiff & return.

Steam-hauled: London Paddington,

Newport.

Loco: No. 60009Union of South Africa. SD

SAT 24: ‘The Chilterns andDowns’

London Paddington, Bicester, Oxford,

Guildford, Reigate, Victoria.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 35028Clan Line.UKRT

SAT 24: ‘Bath ChristmasMarket’

London Paddington, Bath & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 60009Union of South Africa.

RTC

K1No. 62005 passes Beasdale PermanentWay hut, the ground aroundwhich has recently been cleared. The 2-6-0 is picturedworkingWest Coast’s ‘Jacobite’ on
September 12, 2018 on the picturesqueWest Highland Line between FortWilliam andMallaig. DAVE COLLIER
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Tour promoters SD Steam Dreams

01483 209888

ST Saphos Trains

0800 038 5320

SMT Statesman Trains

0845 3102458

SRPS Scottish Railway

Preservation Society

0131 202 1033

TEL Torbay Express Ltd

01453 834477

UKRT UK Railtours

01438 715050





WITH FULL REGULATOR
LOCOMOTIVE PERFORMANCE THEN AND NOW

OVER thepast yearormore I have

received fromDavidBradburya lotof

verydetailed train running logs covering

theworkof various steam locomotives

on theSettle andCarlisle line. I don’t

get tovisit this lineasmuchas Iwould

like aswhatever combinationof trains

I use toget to theRailwayTouring

Company’s‘CumbrianMountainExpress’

orWestCoastRailways’‘TheDalesman’,

it involves avery longday. Indeed,

thehomewardconnections fromthe

retimed‘TheDalesman’arenowsuch

that the chancesofnotmaking it home

the samedayare fairlyhigh!Therefore,

this time I amusing someofDavid’s logs.

TableOnecontainsdetail of four runs

fromtheAppleby restart topassingAis

Gillwith threedifferent locomotives, all

demonstratingverygoodhighpower

performances.The1942-built LMS8F

No. 48151hadchargeof‘TheDalesman’

formuchof theearlypartof 2017and

mostof 2018.This reliableengine is

ideally suited to the fiercegradientsof

theS&Cand its 50mphmaximum

speed isn’t unduly constraining in

viewof the line’s overall 60mph limit.

Nordo13-coach500 ton trainshold

any terrors, as the loco, thoughonly

weighing72 tons, has anominal tractive

effort of 32,440 lb.Therefore, I suppose

it shouldnotbea surprise to see that

itwas the fastest of the four runsaway

fromtheAppleby start anddownthe

1-in-176 tocross the river Edenover the

viaduct atOrmside.The43½mphon

theeasier stretchafterCrosbyGarrett

alsodemonstrated thatNo. 48151could

continue toproduceagoodpower

output, evenabove theoptimum

speed range forheavy freight engines.

Theperformance tailedoff slightlyon

the secondhalf of theclimb,but itwas

nevertheless a splendideffortbySteve

ChipperfieldandBobBullock.

Scots Guardsman excels
The seconddetail inTableOneshowsa

fantastic effortbyLMSclass 7No. 46115

ScotsGuardsman,oneof threevery fine

runs it produced inAugust 2017 just

prior towithdrawal foroverhaul.Mick

Kellymade the fastest start of the three

‘Scot’runs, allwith13on for around500

tons, but theneased theengine soon

afterOrmsidewhich resulted in speed

falling to31mph,before theexhaust

noise increasedaroundCrosbyGarrett

and fromthenon itwasmore than14

minutesof total thrash.Thisproduced

the fastest time toAisGill of the three

‘Scot’runsandby far the fastest in

TableOne,of 26minutes44 seconds,

the schedulebeing30minutes.The

poweroutputon the final 1-in-100

fromMilepost 262 to the topwas in

the regionof1850edbh, a veryhigh

figure for a class 7 locomotive. Scots

Guardsman’s final runwasonAugust 15,

2017andwithRonSmithdriving it

producedanother fine climbbutnot

quiteup to the standardofAugust 7.

TocompleteTableOne, I have

included two runswithLMSclass 5XP

No.45699Galatea,bothwith11coaches

for 425/430 tons full andwith the same

footplate crewofSteveChipperfield and

ChrisHolmes. I haveaveryhigh regard

for this superbengine,which the team

atCarnforthhasnowturned intoa top

classperformer. I havecommented

beforeabout theneed to fireNo. 45699

thecorrectway toproduce thecopious

quantities of steamneeded for the

sortof veryhighquality runs shown

inTableOne.DavidBradburyhasalso

mentioned this inhisnotes saying that

SteveChipperfield andChrisHolmes

seemtobe the‘A’teamof the Jubilee

worldand thatChrisHolmes is the right

one to fire themcorrectly.Hehas the

ability toovercome their tendency to

be temperamental as indeedall narrow

fireboxengines canbeat times.The run

of February24was soundenough,but

put into the shadeby the recentone

onSeptember4,which I suspectwas

promptedbyaneightminute late start

fromCarlisle, though thiswasall but

recoveredbya splendid43minute6

seconds time toAppleby, gaining seven

minuteson the50minute schedule.

Daviddescribes this as‘wall towall

solidblast’, Jubilees sound like this if

workedat all hard.Theextraordinary run

which followed toAisGillwasprobably

because theengineandcrewwereall in

the rightmood tocontinue in the same

way! Estimatededbh fromMilepost 262

to260wasaround1,300.

Nonstop withGalatea and
Hardy
TableTwoshowsanonstop run from

Hellifield toCarlislewithNo. 45699also

timedbyDavidBradbury. Class37diesel

No. 37669 failedwhilstworking‘The

Dalesman’fromYorkandso theHellifield

departurewas66minutes late.After a

goodclimb toRibblehead, thereafter

itwasmainly aquestionof keeping to

the speed limits.Twentyminuteswere

savedbyomitting theAppleby stopand

Steam-hauled journeys over the fabled Settle and Carlisle line, behind a variety of
locomotives, are the main focus of this month’s column by Don Benn.

Date July 3, 2017 August 7, 2017 February 24, 2018 September 4, 2018

Train ‘The Dalesman’ ‘The Dalesman’ 1425 Carlisle to Euston Dalesman

Loco LM 8F 2-8-0 No. 48151 M class 7 4-6-0 No. 46115 LM Class 5XP 4-6-0 No. 45699 LM Class 5XP 4-6-0 No. 45699

Scots Guardsman Galatea Galatea

Load 13 for 474½ /500 tons 13 for 471 / 505 tons 11 for 405 / 430 tons 11 for 403½ /425 tons

Driver S Chipperfield Mick Kelly S Chipperfield S Chipperfield

Fireman Bob Bullock R Russell C Holmes C Holmes

Recorder David Bradbury David Bradbury David Bradbury David Brabury

Position 2nd coach of 13 2nd coach of 13 2nd coach of 11 2nd coach of 11

miles gradient mins secs speed mins secs speed mins secs speed mins secs speed

Appleby 0.00 440R 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00

MP 276 1.27 176F 03 39 39 03 50 39 04 27 37½ 03 46 39½

MP 275 2.27 Level 04 52 52½ 05 02 54 05 40 53 04 57 55

MP 274 3.27 100R 06 05 47 06 14 47 06 51 49 06 07 49½

MP 273 4.27 100R 07 31 40 07 41 41 08 11 43½ 07 27 43

MP 272 5.27 100R 09 14 32½ 09 27 31 09 43 36½ 09 00 36

MP 271 6.27 166R 10 59 35½ 11 18 34½ 11 17 39½ 10 39 37

Crosby Garrett 7.52 200R 12 59 39 13 13 43 13 05 44 12 35 40½

Tunnel In 8.17 Level 13 56 43/43½ 14 04 48/51½ 13 55 47/50½ 13 30 43/47

MP 268 9.27 100R 15 30 39 15 23 48½ 15 16 47 14 57 44

MP 267 10.27 100R 17 16 31½ 16 41 44½ 16 4 38 16 23 38½

Kirkby Stephen 10.71 100R 18 05 31 17 16 43 17 26 34 17 07 37/36

MP 266 11.27 165R 19 11 32½ 18 03 45 18 28 34½ 18 04 37½

MP 265 12.27 100R 21 06 30 19 26 42½ 20 19 30½ 19 43 35

Birkett Tunnel 12.75 100R 22 05 29 20 07 40½ 21 18 28½ 20 32 34

MP 264 13.27 100R 23 13 28 20 55 40 22 26 28 21 30 32½

Mallerstang 14.02 330R 25 33 36½ 22 00 43 23 54 33½ 22 47 37½

MP 263 14.27 330R 25 09 35/36½ 22 20 45½/47½ 24 18 36/38 23 09 40/41½

MP 262 15.27 100R 26 52 32½ 23 36 46 25 57 34½ 24 38 39

MP 261 16.27 100R 28 54 28½ 24 58 43½ 27 53 30 26 16 36

MP 260 17.27 100R 31 13 24½ 26 22 41½ 29 57 28 28 00 33½

Ais Gill 17.52 Level 31 49 26 44 42 30 29 28½ 28 27 34

TABLE ONE  APPLEBY TO AIS GILL
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“As John
Cameron
plans to
retire his
A4 when its
ticket expires
in spring
2019, this
trip may well
be 60009’s
last working
from King’s
Cross
through to
Newcastle...”

BobHarton the footplateofNo. 60009atKingsCross
prior todepartureof the7.55amtoNewcastleon
September15, 2018. SANDY SMEATON

A4No. 60009UnionofSouthAfrica is seenatKing’s Crosswith the7.55amto
NewcastleonSeptember15, 2018. SANDY SMEATON

alsomentioned this inhisnotes saying that Steve

Chipperfield andChrisHolmes seemtobe the‘A’

teamof the Jubileeworldand thatChrisHolmes is

the rightone to fire themcorrectly.Hehas theability

toovercome their tendency tobe temperamental as

indeedall narrow fireboxengines canbeat times.The

runof February24was soundenough,butput into

the shadeby the recentoneon September4,which

I suspectwaspromptedbyaneightminute late start

fromCarlisle though thiswasall but recoveredbya

splendid43minute6 seconds time toApplebygaining

sevenminuteson the50minute schedule.David

describes this as“wall towall solidblast.”Jubilees sound

like this ifworkedat all hard.Theextraordinary run

which followed toAisGillwasprobablybecause the

engineandcrewwereall in the rightmood tocontinue

in the sameway! Estimatededbh fromMilepost 262 to

260wasaround1,300.

Nonstop withGalatea and City ofWells
TableTwoshowsanonstop run fromHellifield to

CarlislewithNo. 45699also timedbyDavidBradbury.

DieselNo. 37669 failedwhilstworking‘TheDalesman’

fromYorkandso theHellifielddeparturewas66

minutes late.After agoodclimb toRibblehead,

thereafter itwasmainly aquestionof keeping to the

speed limits. 20minuteswere savedbyomitting the

Appleby stop, so theCarlisle arrivalwas just 22minutes

late inanoverall timeof53 secondsunder100minutes

unchecked.ThedriverMickRawlingcommented that

so theCarlisle arrivalwas just 22minutes

late inanoverall timeof53 seconds

under100minutesunchecked.The

driverMickRawlingcommented that

“hehad really enjoyed the run today.”

Is this the fastest time since theendof

steam in1967?The10.17amLeeds to

CarlislehadanAppleby stopbut the

9.05pm/9.20pmStPancras toGlasgow

wasbookednonstop fromSkiptonand

Ihave setoutmy runbehindNo. 45675

Hardy inAugust 1966alongside the

runwithNo. 45699.With just eight

coaches,No. 45675made lotsofnoise

on theclimbbutwas inpoor condition

anddidn’t exceed70mph throughout,

beingoutclassedbyGalateawith three

coachesmore.

While thevastmajorityof runsover

theS&CarewithexLMSengines,

Carnforth’s latestprotégé, Rebuilt

MerchantNavyClassPacificNo.

35018British IndiaLineworked the

southboundCMEonMay12, 2018and

the run fromCarlisle toHellifield timed

bymycorrespondent, alsononstop

isdetailed inTableThree. Carlisle

departurewas20minutes lateand

MickKellypiledon thepower reaching

a splendid50on theclimb toMilepost

300¼.Theclass 8 locomotivealso shows

its strengthona superbclimb toAis

Gill, surmountedat aminimumof52½

mph–shadesofNo. 46229 in1983but

withamuch lighter load. Finallyon the

S&C ismy runbehindNo. 34092City

ofWells fromFebruary6, 1982.On this

grimandcoldday therewas single line

working fromHorton-in-Ribblesdale,

wherewecollectedapilotman toBlea

Moor signalboxwherehewasdropped

without stopping!The train running

requires little comment, but the run is

worth includingasa reminderof the

early steamdaysover theS&Cwhen

someof thecharterswereelectric loco-

hauledEuston toCarnforth, then steam-

hauled toHellifield andbyanother

steam loco toCarlisle andelectric loco-

hauledback toEuston.Theday started

at7.35amandendedat9.16pm,which

wasquite civilised. Food for thought

for the futuremaybe, though I forone

wouldnotwant tomiss Shap.

‘The Talisman’
Although this timemy theme is theS&C,

I couldnot resist including inTableFive

details of a fineeven time runbehind

No. 60009UnionofSouthAfrica,selected

fromthe logof the full run fromKing’s

Cross toNewcastle sent tomebySandy

Smeatonwhosecommentary follows:

“‘TheTalisman’wasoriginally tobe

workedbyNo.60163Tornadoon July26,

but the latter’s failureonApril 14

resulted in the tour’spostponement

withNo. 60009UnionofSouthAfrica

replacing theA1.As JohnCameron

plans to retirehisA4when its ticket

expires in spring2019, this tripmay

well be60009’s lastworking from

Date Tuesday, August 28, 2018 Saturday, August 20,1966

Train ‘The Dalesman’ 9.20pm St Pancras to Glasgow

Loco Class 5XP 4-6-0 No. 45699 Galatea Class 5XP 4-6-0 No. 45675 Hardy

Load 11 coaches, 403½ tons tare 430 tons gross 8 coaches, 248 tons tare, 265 tons gross

Crew Mick Rawling and Bob Bullock Not recorded

Recorder David Bradbury Don Benn

Position 2nd coach of 11 2 of 8

Weather Damp and cool

miles mins secs speed mins secs speed

Hellifield 0.00 00 00 00 00 50

Long Preston 1.23 03 35 38 01 24 54½

Settle Junction 3.25 05 58 60½ 03 32 60½

Settle 5.21 09 10 48 05 46 48

Milepost 239 7.72 12 01 32 09 10 38

Helwith Bridge 9.22 14 59 30 11 54 35

Milepost 241½ 9.97 16 45 38 13 21 40

Horton-in-Ribblesdale 11.26 18 27 35½ 15 00 35½

Milepost 244 12.72 20 56 36 17 39 33

Selside 13.52 22 26 32 19 10 30

Milepost 246 14.72 24 41 30½ 21 32 31½

Ribblehead 15.92 27 10 31 23 48 30

Blea Moor 17.21 29 52 26* 26 10 33

Blea Moor Tunnel 18.04 31 49 25½/43 27 45 30

Dent 22.12 38 39 30* 33 28 51½/48

Garsdale 25.40 42 54 55/52 37 21 56

Ais Gill 28.47 46 16 54/62½ 41 05 45½

Milepost 262 30.72 48 35 56½/63 43 47 58

Mallerstang 31.97 49 49 61/64 45 02 63/60

Kirkby Stephen 35.30 53 11 59/64 48 13 66½/62½

Smardale Viaduct 37.40 55 11 61 50 13 67

Crosby Garrett 38.47 56 14 60 51 18 60

Griseburn 40.64 58 25 64/62 53 27 62½

Ormside 43.52 61 01 66 56 03 68/70½

Appleby 46.00 63 26 57½/56/63 58 44 51

Long Marton 48.93 66 21 59/53½ 61 58 58/50

Culgaith 53.44 71 13 62 67 13 63

Langwathby 57.00 74 53 55½ 70 45 60

Little Salkeld 58.43 76 22 61 72 06 68

Lazonby 61.33 79 18 56 74 47 62

Milepost 295 63.72 82 02 44½/57 77 14 53

Armathwaite 66.86 85 31 51/56 80 16 64/66½

Low House Crossing 68.42 87 17 51/48 81 45 57½

Cotehill 69.82 89 03 57/64 83 16 60

Cumwhinton 72.88 92 00 58 86 10 63

Scotby 74.08 93 10 64 87 30 59

sigs stop *0

Petteril Bridge Jct. 75.88 95 46 93 40 22

Carlisle 76.78 99 07 97 32

*brakes or speed restriction Times from passing Hellifield at 50 mph
some location passing times have been estimated *brakes or speed restriction
from times at mileposts net time 95 minutes

TABLE TWO  HELLIFIELD TO CARLISLE
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No.34092performsa runpast atApplebywith the ‘CumbrianMountainPullman’ February6, 1982.DON BENN

LMSJubileeClassNo. 45699Galatea is seenear
Scotbywith the southbound ‘CumbrianMountain
Express’ onFebruary24, 2018. SANDY SMEATON

King’sCross through toNewcastle, if notquite its last

departure fromKing’sCross.

“Class 66dieselNo. 66150brought theempty stock

withNo. 60009at thecountryend intoPlatform1and

uncoupled.TheA4’s loadwas11coaches, 400 tons tare

andabout440gross (full fromPeterborough).TheDBS

crewing, asusual a teameffort, is given in the table.

“Iwas seated in the last coachon theupside facing

the rear, so theenginewas rarely audible.The start out

of theCrosswas aminute late andwewere routed

initially on thedown fast toHolloway Jct and then

via the rather tortuousDownGoods linepassing the

RouteSection Driver Fireman Traction Inspector

KX-Peterborough PaulMajor WayneThompson BobHart

P’b’o-Carlton loop “ SteveHanczar JimSmith

Carlton loop-York SteveHanczar PaulMajor “

York-Newcastle “ Tony Jones “

Date Saturday, May 12, 2018

Train 1425 Carlisle to Euston

Loco Rblt MN class 4-6-2 No. 35018 British

India Line

Load 11 coaches, 405½ tons tare 425 tons gross

Crew Mick Kelly and Mike Middleton

Recorder 45581

Position 9th coach of 11

miles mins secs speed

Carlisle 0.00 00 00

Petteril Bridge Jct. 0.90 04 40

Scotby 2.70 08 04 35½/40½

Cumwhinton 3.90 10 11 40

Cotehill 6.96 13 49 50/48

Low House Crossing 8.36 15 38 51½/59

Armathwaite 9.92 17 16 53/58

Milepost 295 13.06 20 54 51½

Milepost 293½ 14.56 22 23 65

Lazonby 15.45 23 14 61

Little Salkeld 18.35 26 14 56

Langwathby 19.78 27 53 52/59

Culgaith 23.34 31 36 57/59

Long Marton 27.85 36 20 58

Milepost 278 30.06 38 55 47

Appleby 30.78 39 47 53

Milepost 275 33.06 42 08 61

Ormside 33.26 42 20 60

Helm Tunnel 34.57 43 46 52

Milepost 272 36.06 45 31 48½

Crosby Garrett 38.31 48 07 55/61

Milepost 268 40.06 49 53 59

Milepost 267 41.06 50 58 54

Kirkby Stephen 41.48 51 26 53

Milepost 266 42.06 52 05 54

Milepost 265 43.06 53 12 53

Birkett Tunnel 43.53 53 44 53

Milepost 264 44.06 54 21 52

Milepost 263 45.06 56 27 57/57½

Milepost 262 46.06 56 31 56

Milepost 261 47.06 57 37 54

Milepost 260 48.06 58 44 53½

Ais Gill 48.31 59 01 52½/59½

Garsdale 51.38 62 16 55

Dent 54.66 66 53 32*

Blea Moor Tunnel 58.74 70 04 56/16½*

Ribblehead 60.86 77 57 26

Horton-in-Ribblesdale 65.52 83 48 55/43*

Settle 71.57 91 09 46*

Settle Junction 73.53 93 27 55½/*

Hellifield 76.78 100 25
*brakes or speed restriction
some location passing times have been estimated
from times at mileposts

TABLE THREE  CARLISLE TO HELLIFIELD



west side of Finsbury Park, theDownSlow2andeventually

to theDownSlow just beforeAlexandra Palace. Leaving

CopenhagenTunnel at 15mph speed fell to eight atHolloway

Jct,which I assumewasdue to the junction speed restriction

andnot slipping, as no rugwas felt. It tookus 16½minutes to

passAlexandra Palace insteadof theoptimistic nine allowed

andwe consequently left the first pick-up at Potters Bar 7½

late.Meanwhile the 8am to Edinburgh, 8.03am to Leeds and

8.06am to Sunderlandhadall overtakenusbefore Potters Bar.

The 22minutes to thenext pick-up at Stevenagewas kept

almost exactly. After the restart, 4½minutes late, reaching

78½mph just afterHitchin and runningmoreor less at the 75

mph limitwas enough topass both Sandy andHuntingdon a

minute early, despite a checkbefore the latter, presumably for

the 8.16amKX–Peterborough.Theminimumon the short

climb to Leyswas 55½ frompassingHuntingdonat 58½.The

maximumbefore braking for thewater stop at Connington

(Holme in the schedule)was 72mph.

“The restart from thewater stopwaspunctual, but the tight

10minutes allowed for the 8.5miles to Peterboroughwere

exceededby 1½minutes.The climb to Stoke is hamperedby

the junction restriction from thedownStamford to thedown

slowatHelpston Jct, passed at 26. No. 60009 accelerated

to 62½atMP91 after Essendine, falling to 56 atMP59.This

represented anestimated1,300 edbhp, hardly energetic for

anA4, but enough tomakeus early at Stoke Jct,wherewe

just avoided adead stand to let the 9.48amKX-Hull, running

two late, pass.TheHull train stoppedatGranthamandcaused

us another check to 47 just before the station. Nothinghigher

than74½was reachedbefore theCarlton loopwater stop.

Even time to York
“The loopwas left three late and the tight 14minutes

allowed for the 12.5miles to Retford, including the climb

toMarkham, passed at 58,was exceededby 2¾minutes.

Thepower output on the 1-in-200 toMarkham, including

amarginal acceleration,was about 1,220 edbhp.Down the

other side, 78½was reached atGroveRoad LC.Theminimum

at PipersWoodwas 61, followedby amaximumof 75½after

Rossington and then aneasing to 66 approachingDoncaster.

Along the virtual level toYork, themaximumwas 78 at Balne.

At Colton Jctwewere checked to 43, before negotiating the

ladder junction to thedownLeeds line, stopping inYork’s

Platform11, having taken62m7s for the 62.29miles from

Carlton loop, an averageof 60.18mph.

“Afterwatering,Yorkwas left 10 late following the 5.25am

Plymouth-Newcastle anddespite runningon the slow to

Northallerton, speed reached71½before Sessay.The running

on themain afterNorthallertonwith speed rising to the low

70s at Cowton required about 1,300 edbhp. Fourminutes had

beengainedon the schedule byDarlington, butwehad to

make anunscheduled stopbefore Ferryhill to fix an air brake

problem, standing at a clear signal for fourminutes.This

madeus 1½minutes late atDurham, left 12down. By virtue

of being scheduled to take the slow line at Birtley Jct but

actually continuingon themain, reaching amaximumof 78

before Lamesley, arrival at Newcastlewas twoearly.

“No. 60009hadbeen aweebit grimy at King’s Cross andby

the time it arrived atNewcastlewas slightly darker after its

efforts. Given the current limitedpathingnowpossible on the

ECML, thiswas a competent runby all concerned, even if

No. 60009wasnot required towork very hard. It canbe

nothingbut amassive loss to the steammovementwhen

No. 9 is eventually retirednext year.’’

With grateful thanks toDavid Bradbury andSandy Smeaton

for providing the train running logsandcomments.

Date Saturday, February 6,1982

Train Cumbrian Mountain Pullman

Loco WC class 4-6-2 No. 34092 City of Wells

Load 10 coaches, 380½ tons tare 405 tons full

Crew Not recorded

Recorder Don Benn

Position Not recorded

Weather Rain

miles sched mins secs speed

Hellifield 0.00 0.00 00 00

Long Preston 1.23 03 05 48½

Settle Junction 3.25 7.00 05 25 60

Settle 5.21 07 48 43

Stainforth 6.97 10 53 30½

Milepost 239 7.72 12 43 24

Milepost 240 8.72 15 18 23½

Helwith Bridge 9.22 16 33 29

Milepost 242 10.72 19 08 36

Milepost 242½ 11.12 20 40
0*

11.12 21 46

Horton-in-Ribblesdale 11.26 22.00 23 31 16

Milepost 243 11.72 25 14 22

Milepost 244 12.72 27 34 28

Selside 13.52 29 46 18* tsr

Milepost 247 15.72 35 48 25½

Ribblehead 15.92 36 20 24½

Milepost 248 16.72 38 10 24

Blea Moor 17.21 32.00 39 58 10*

Dent 22.12 56.00 49 22 49/42

Milepost 255 23.72 51 28 45/47½

Garsdale 25.40 67.00 54 56

*brakes or speed restriction

Date Saturday, September 15, 2018

Train 0755 King’s Cross to Newcastle

Loco A4 class 4-6-2 No. 60009Union of South Africa

Load 11 coaches , 400 tons tare 440 tons gross

Crew Steve Hanczar and Paul Major

Recorder Sandy Smeaton

Position 11th coach of 11

Weather Sunny, becoming cloudy. Dry.

miles sched mins secs speed

Carlton Loop 0.00 0.00 00 00

Milepost 128 1.91 05 30 38

Milepost 130 3.91 08 18 47

Milepost 131 4.10 09 34 47½

Milepost 132 5.91 10 49 51½

Milepost 133 6.91 11 54 57½

Markham Summit 7.63 12 39 58

AskhamTunnel S 8.38 13 24 64

Eaton Road 10.46 15 11 76

Grove Road 11.38 15 52 78½

Retford 12.53 14.00 16 47 75½

Botany Bay LC 14.58 18 25 75/76

Sutton LC 15.61 19 15 73½

Ranskill LC 17.89 21 10 71

Scrooby Crossing 19.75 22 42 74

Bawtry 21.56 24 12 69½

PipersWood 23.26 25 44 61

Rossington LC 25.28 27 31 74½/75½

Milepost 154 27.91 29 44 66½

Doncaster 29.90 30.00 31 28 70

Arksey LC 31.94 33 08 77

Shaftholme Jct 34.20 36.00 34 55 77

Milepost 162 35.91 36 15 76½

Moss LC 36.94 37 03 76½/76

Milepost 165 38.91 38 37 76½

Balne LC 39.84 39 20 78

Heck 41.10 40 18 77½

Goole Rly UB 42.23 41 12 74½

Temple Hirst Jct 43.06 45.00 41 52 76

Milepost 171 44.91 43 21 75

Milepost 173 46.91 44 58 72½/74½

Hambleton N Jct 48.85 46 33 74

Milepost 177 50.91 48 13 73½

Milepost 179 52.91 49 52 74

Milepost 181 54.91 51 42 43* sigs

Colton Jct 56.90 55.00 54 18 52

Copmanthorpe 58.70 56 17 56½

Milepost 187 60.91 58 47 45½

Holgate Jct 62.04 60 53 22½*

York 62.29 60.00 62 07
start to stop average 60.17 mph
net time 60 minutes
*brakes or speed restriction

TABLE FOUR  HELLIFIELD TO GARSDALE TABLE FIVE  CARLTON TO YORK
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P
reservation history was certainly made
on the last weekend of September. It
was then that two new locomotives

representing half of the original Lynton &
Barnstaple Railway fleet ran in tandem on the
modern-day heritage line.
Of course, as Gareth Evans relates on pages

54-57, both appeared in the Ffestiniog &
Welsh Highland Railway’s September 14-16
Super-PowerWeekend, but by agreement they
did not meet.
That occasion was reserved for the L&B’s

autumn steam gala, and the exclusivity of
the meeting drew bumper crowds toWoody
Bay, in the same days that several other
landmark galas were taking place throughout
the country.
Despite the fact that at present the L&B is a

tad short of a mile, running betweenWoody
Bay and Killington Lane, the legendary status
of the 2ft-gauge North Devon line is such that
its crowd-pulling power often exceeds its size.

Add to that two outlines so familiar to readers
of books on L&B history that for many, the gala
was unmissable.
Around 1200 people were carried on the

Saturday and more than 1000 on the Sunday.
Even when the train was down the line, which
would normally leave the platforms deserted,
Woody Bay station was still crowded.

Afineweekend
The weather on the Saturday was glorious – a
balmy autumn day bathed in a beautifully
clear light. The Sunday was mostly overcast
but still dry and so it also attracted a good
number of visitors.
The event was followed on the Monday by

a 30742 Charters photoshoot organised by
Martin Creese.
The building of Lyn itself has made yet more

heritage era history. Miniature lines apart, it
is the only US steam locomotive in the UK to
have been built from new. In that respect, the

modern-day somewhat mirrors the original on
which it was based, for it was built from a kit of
parts shipped across the pond.
Between July 1897 and January 1898,

employees of many British engineering
companies were striking in an attempt to win
the right to an eight-hour working day, leaving
UK locomotive builders with large backlogs
of unfulfilled orders and railways without
enough engines.
Needing a fourth locomotive for the opening

of the line, the L&B directors hired the US
manufacturer Baldwin to build it.
It was duly built in Philadelphia, dismantled,

sent by ship to Barnstaple, and reassembled in
the L&B’s PiltonWorks.
Like all the locomotives on the L&B, the

‘Yankee’ was named after a local river with a
three-letter name, the River Lyn.
After the L&B became part of the Southern

Railway, Lyn was taken to EastleighWorks
for major overhaul in 1928, returning the

HISTORY MADE AS DUO
RUN TOGETHER AT LAST
AND ISN’T LYN ABSOLUTELY MAGNIFICENT PAIREDWITH LYD?
The term ‘special relationship’ – often used to describe Britain’s historic friendship with
the US – took on a new dimension at the eagerly-awaited Lynton & Barnstaple Railway’s
September 29-30 autumn steam gala. For it was then that new-builds Baldwin 2-4-2T
Lyn and Manning Wardle 2-6-2T Lyd ran together for the first time, writes Robin Jones.
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Lydand LyndepartingKillingtonLane
during the30742Charters eventon
Monday,October1.MARTIN CREESE

PeterHeaton-JonesMP launching theManningWardleProject atWoodyBayon
September29. TONYNICHOLSON

Lynand Lydwaiting todepart fromWoodyBayonSeptember29.
TONYNICHOLSON.

Betweenpassenger servicesonSeptember30, theLynton&BarnstapleRailwayTrust’sKerr Stuart Joffre0-6-0TAxe,built during theFirstWorldWar for serviceon the
WesternFront, headedademonstrationgoods train tailedby thediminutive0-4-0TFaith, constructedby theL&B’s engineer JohnUphill. TONYNICHOLSON
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Lynand Lydascending theone-in-50 fromKillingtonLane through
theglorious Exmoor landscapeonSeptember29. TONYNICHOLSON

following year in Southern green livery and
carrying the number E762 on the side tanks,
as well as the original nameplates on the
cab sides.
Lyn was scrapped in 1935, after the line

closed. Three of the ManningWardles, Taw,
Exe and Yeo, were also sold for scrap, with the
fourth, Lew, built in 1925, exported to South
America and never heard of again, despite
repeated attempts by enthusiasts to establish
its fate.
Lyd, a near-replica of Lew, was completed

at Boston Lodge on the Ffestiniog andWelsh
Highland Railways in August 2010, and made
its debut on the L&B at the line’s autumn gala a
month later, as reported in issue 143.
However, L&B supporters wanted an

‘original’ locomotive of their own, having set
out from the start to restore the railway ‘as
it was’.

Replica launch
After early moves to build a Manning Wardle
2-6-2T, which progressed little further than
completing a set of frames, in January 2009
the Lynton & Barnstaple Railway Trust
announced a project to build an advanced
modern replica of Lyn.
CAD and modern engineering techniques

were employed to ensure that, while the
finished locomotive remains true to the
original in appearance, it will performmuch
more efficiently and be easier to maintain and
operate. Final assembly was carried out by
Alan Keef Ltd at Ross-on-Wye.
First steamed on July 8, 2017, Lyn is finished

in the colours and configuration of the original

Lyn after it returned from overhaul in 1929.
The locomotive had its public debut at the
L&B’s September 2017 gala.
Of course, Lyd is based on the Ffestiniog

andWelsh Highland Railways, whose general
manager Paul Lewin has shown himself to be
a big L&B supporter, and once Lyn was built,
calls for a ManningWardle permanently based
at Woody Bay resumed. Such demands are far
more than nostalgia, for once the line breaks
out of its Killington Lane straitjacket and is
extended through Parracombe to Blackmoor
Gate and beyond toWistlandpound Reservoir
– as the next phase of total restoration between
the two towns in its title – more motive power
will be essential.
On the Saturday of the gala – one of the

most successful in the revived line’s history –

North DevonMP Peter Heaton-Jones formally
launched the project, described in our last
edition, to build two newManningWardles,
representing the original Yeo and Exe.
At Woody Bay, the MPmade a powerful

speech emphasising the L&B’s burgeoning
contribution to the local economy and to the
restoration of North Devon’s heritage.
Sadly, down the road at Minehead on the

same weekend there was no similar fairytale
ending for on-loan USATC S160 2-8-0
No. 6046, which was withdrawn from the
West Somerset Railway’s gala roster due to
reliability issues.
➜ Anyone who wants to know more about the
ManningWardles project or offer their support
is asked to contact Jon Pain at Woody Bay
station or email jonpain@waitrose.com

Lynand Lyddouble-headapassenger service intoWoodyBayonSeptember29. JAMESWEBBER



No.762 LynandNo. 190 Lydboth
standatWoodyBay stationon
September29.Lyd (left) is again
recreatingapopularpieceof
L&B folklorewith thewreath
on its smokeboxdoor, nowa
regular customduring its visits
toWoodyBay.OnMonday,
September30, 1935, theday
after theL&Bclosed, awreath
ofbronze chrysanthemumswas
laidon theBarnstapleTown
Station stopblock. Sentby
WoodyBay residentPaymaster
CaptainThomasAlfredWoolf,
R.N. (Retired), it borea card
onwhichwaswritten: “To
Barnstaple&LyntonRailway,
with regret andsorrow from
aconstantuser andadmirer.
Perchance it is notdeadbut
sleepeth.” JAMESWEBBER

Lynpiloting Lydwhile climbing the
one-in-50on the last straight toWoody
BayonOctober1.MARTIN CREESE

During the
photo charter
onOctober1,
passenger trains
passedatWoody
Bay for the first
timesince the
1930s,with Lyd
on theDown
trainon the right
and Lynheading
theUp trainon
the left.
MARTIN CREESE
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Theunveilingof theplaqueon
the frontof theworkswas carried
outby theTransport Trust’s new
president, Lady JudyMcAlpine,who
has succeededher latehusbandSir
WilliamMcAlpine in the role. She
said: “It is really inspiring to see
theway the sitehasnotonlybeen
preservedbuthow it is still busy
with theactivities forwhichwas
built.” VT

TYSELEY
HERE’S TOTHENEXT50... ANDMORE!
The weekend of September 29-30 saw Tyseley Locomotive Works
celebrate in style the 50th anniversary of its first open day back in
1968. Robin Jones encountered a fresh atmosphere of euphoria and
positivIty around the GWR depot as Vintage Trains embarks on its
next great adventure in its new role as a Train Operating Company.

A
Tyseley Locomotive
Works open day never
disappoints. The steam

depot in the heart of one of
Birmingham’s inner-city
industrial suburbs, which has
taken over the mantle of Swindon
in keeping regular classic GWR
steam live on the main line, is now
poised for its biggest heritage era
venture yet, as Britain’s newest
Train Operating Company – as
outlined in Main Line News,
pages 62-63.
As I wrote in issue 244, Tyseley

has been part and parcel of our
family history since my earliest
childhood. When our dad took us
to his place of work, the Midland
Electrical Manufacturing Co Ltd
in nearby Reddings Lane, where
he was head of printing, our test
would be a walk down toWarwick
Road to see if a GWRmasterpiece
was parked outside for us to

admire through the fence.
I did not attend the first Tyseley

open day in 1968, but was there
with my Kodak Instamatic
two years later. In those far-off
steam-starved times, when most
of today’s heritage railways were
still little more than ideas and
ambitions, and the BR steam ban
was yet to be lifted, a Tyseley open
day was a haven for hordes of

like-minded people, a delightful
assortment of exhibits big and
small and society stalls where you
could buy books and souvenirs
available nowhere else.
This year’s open weekend, which

celebrated a half century of such
events, was a veritable circus of
steam interest and fascination
which could not fail but to keep
the visitor immersed for the day.

Indeed, the 1893-built steam
carousel outside the entrance,
which currently has a starring role
with Monty Python star Michael
Palin in the opening credits of the
big-budget ITV dramatisation of
Vanity Fair, set the scene for what
lay inside.
Three miniature railways, 7¼in,

10¼in and 15in gauge, had much
to offer, not least of all a display
of locomotives from Surrey’s
Great Cockrow Railway, which
was, as reported in issue 244, also
celebrating its 50th anniversary.
A day earlier (see News, page

16) the latest Tyseley overhaul
contract had ended when LMS
Jubilee 4-6-0 No. 45596 Bahamas
was relaunched into traffic, all
set to take a place in the ensuing
weekend’s big event.
The open weekend also saw

the last runs of Castle No. 5043
Earl of Mount Edgcumbe before
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First ladyof steam: Lady JudyMcAlpineon the footplateof
ClunCastlewithTyseley’s chief engineerBobMeanley.VT
First lad of st

Lady JudyMcAlpine commissions thenewly-restored
PullmanFirst Class carNo. 311Eagle, featuredonChannel
4’sGreatRail Restorations.Eaglewasbuilt in1960by
Metropolitan-Cammell andsupplied to theEastern
Region. It arrivedat Tyseley in January2011.Once fully
restored, itwill join theVintageTrains fleet. It is estimated
£100,000 isneeded tobring it tomain line standard.
ROBIN JONES

Ahighlightwas the first runbyaSuttonMiniatureRailway train inBirminghamin56years. The15ingauge lineoperated in
SuttonParkuntil 1962, and the collection latermoved to theCleethorpesCoast LightRailway.ROBIN JONES

Eachafternoon, a cavalcadewas
heldof the locomotives currently

in steam, ledbyGWR4-6-0
No. 5043EarlofMountEdgcumbe,

marking its final public duties
beforeoverhaul. Behind itwas

No. 7029ClunCastle,No.4965Rood
AshtonHallandLMSJubilee4-6-0

No. 45596Bahamas, fresh from
Tyseley’sworkshops.VT

Thegalahad threeminiature railways inoperation, andone featured0-4-2TTinkerbell,which
ranat the first Tyseleyopenday in1968. ROBIN JONES

“We are very

pleased to

receive the Red

Wheel from

The Transport

Trust. To have

the unveiling

on this special

weekend as

we celebrate

50 years of

open days, to

the very day

of the first, is

particularly

gratifying.”
MICHAELWHITEHOUSE
Vintage Trains Charitable
Trust chairman

its withdrawal for overhaul,
and a unique line-up of four
class members, plus a Hall for
good measure.
The Transport Trust has

recognised Tyseley’s pre-eminent
status in maintaining and
operating steam locomotives
since 1908, including 50 years in
the heritage era, by awarding and
unveiling a RedWheel plaque.
Tyseley LocomotiveWorks

began life as part of a major
GWRmodernisation scheme of
the early 1900s specialising in
express passenger locomotives.
Most of the other sites built as
part of that programme (such as
Old Oak Common) have been
demolished or changed beyond
recognition: indeed, Tyseley depot
is the only one of the 50 biggest
railway sheds built in the 19th
and 20th centuries serving its
original purpose.
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Headinga seriesof shuttle trainswasTyseley’s LondonTransportmaroon-
liveriedGWRpannierNo. L94 (7752). BR-liveried sister locomotiveNo. 9600made
its final runson the shuttlesprior towithdrawal foroverhaul.ROBIN JONES

FourGWRCastles andaHall comprised thisunique line-uparound theTyseley turntable.
From left areNo. 4965RoodAshtonHall,No.7029ClunCastle,No.5043EarlofMount
Edgcumbe,No.5080Defiant, and No.7027ThornburyCastle.ROBIN JONES

It was the hub of the GWR’s
south Birmingham expansion
programme of 1906, and served
the southern suburban lines,
including the NorthWarwickshire
Line to Stratford-upon-Avon and
the cross-country route beyond to
Cheltenham and the SouthWest.
By the Fifties, it accommodated

more than 100 steam locomotives.
The depot closed onNovember 7,

1966, and most of the buildings
were demolished.
However, at least half the Tyseley

site has been saved and it has
developed a reputation as the
home of Vintage Trains Limited, a
venue for high-quality locomotive
and carriage restoration.
The salvation of the works,

including its large turntable, is
largely down to the late Patrick
Whitehouse, a renowned railway
photographer and historian, who
secured the site in 1966 through a
trust fund 7029 Clun Castle Ltd.
His son, Vintage Trains

Charitable Trust chairman
Michael Whitehouse, said: “We
are very pleased to receive the
RedWheel from The Transport
Trust. To have the unveiling
on this special weekend as we
celebrate 50 years of open days,
to the very day of the first, is
particularly gratifying.”

The trust’s RedWheel plaques
signify sites of transport heritage
significance in England, Wales
and Scotland; the Tyseley plaque
is No. 103.
In the superb early autumn

sunshine beneath an azure
cloudless sky on the Saturday, I
mingled with both general visitors
and officials. Everyone there
seemed to sense a background
note of optimism that Tyseley is
once again ‘going places’, and that
people were coming out of the
woodwork because they wanted
to get involved again. Just like
1968 again!
No car parking was available

on site for the event – the space
normally reserved for it was taken
up by the aforementioned carousel
and other vintage fairground
rides, steam road vehicles and the
fascinating array of miniature
lines, which allowed visitors to see
a SuttonMiniature Railway train
running back in Birmingham
after an absence of nearly
six decades!
So I parked where else but

Reddings Lane and walked down
to the depot. I was shocked to
see the MEM factory where my
dad worked, and where he got me
summer holiday jobs as an A-level
student, was no more. Completely



Visitorswereable toviewprogresson thenew-buildGWRGrange4-6-0,No. 6880
BettonGrange, typical of a classwhich ranpast Tyseley in theearly Sixties. The
boiler is just about complete, butwill stayat Tyseleyuntil April, so jobson the
bottomhalf canbe finished. It should then steamwithin weeksof returning to
Llangollen. The6880BettonGrange (Society) estimates it needs£40,000 to finish
the locomotive. ROBIN JONES

Bynomeans forgotten is the schemetobuildaLNWR ‘Bloomer’ 2-2-2,which
began in the late1980swhen three tenderunderframeswerediscovered, and
agrantobtained from Birminghamcouncil. Anall-welded steel boilerwas
completed in1987and the six steelwheels cast. Sadly, theearly impetuswas lost
as Tyseleyunderstandablydeveloped its corebusiness.However, the teamhopes
tohavewhat couldbea flagship locomotive for the city running in time for the
openingofHS2 fromLondon toBirmingham. ROBIN JONES

Left: AClunCastle cake
wasbaked tomark
the50thanniversary
of Tyseley’s first open
day. Pictured from
left are: CathBellamy,
managingdirector
ofVintageTrains
Ltd, LouiseBates,
whosedad is aTyseley
engineer andLady
JudyMcAlpine.VT

Below:Anexile returns
toBirmingham: former
SuttonMiniature
Railway4-4-2No. 2
SuttonFlyerondisplay.
ROBIN JONES

flattened, some attractive modern
houses had sprung up on land
next door.
Is this part of a new regeneration

programme for a long-time
Cinderella suburb? If so, nothing
could help it on its way to the
same extent as the development
of this heritage railway centre
of engineering excellence and
operations in its midst, one that
makes people want to visit the
locality and become involved
in it. Tyseley Locomotive
Works and Vintage Trains CBS
could do much, much more for
Birmingham given the chance –
the powers-that-be take note!
Through thick and thin,

Tyseley’s steam depot has served
the city well for a century, and
there is no reason why it should
not continue to do so for another
one or more.

Time togetonboard
As Vintage Trains exceeded its
May 31 target of £850,000 of
shares which was essential to set
up the Train Operating
Company, it was able to keep the
offer open until December 31
– and hopes to raise £3 million
from the public.
Much of the money raised will

be used to develop and enhance

to new regulatory standards its
operational main line carriage
rake, including the likes of
Pullman car Eagle (see picture on
page 79), to run behind Tyseley’s
Castles.
Also, it is planned to build a

new engine shed to house the
steam fleet – the roundhouse
which once covered the turntable
was demolished in the Sixties,
upgrading the works engineering
facilities still further and provide
essential skills training and
apprentice programmes.
The minimum share

subscription per person is 500
£1 shares and the maximum per
person is 100,000 £1 shares.
In addition to becoming

involved as owners of a TOC,
members will be entitled to a
string of benefits, including tickets
on the Shakespeare Express or
tickets on one of the first Vintage
Trains-operated railtours hauled
by Clun Castle, unique BR Pacific
No. 71000Duke of Gloucester
or GWR 4-6-0 No. 4936 Kinlet
Hall (also both at Tyseley for
overhauls), depending on the
amount subscribed.
Vintage Trains CBS is a

community benefit society
registered under the Co-operative
and Community Benefit Societies
Act with the Financial Conduct
Authority. It is a community-
owned social enterprise and by
subscribing for shares issued by
the society, the buyer will become
a member of the society.
It has exclusively charitable

objectives and a charitable asset
lock, preventing members from
making a capital gain by selling
or closing the business for a
profit. Therefore, the society
will never be able to become
privately owned and taken out of
community ownership.
All members are entitled to one

vote – regardless of how many
shares they hold.
The trading subsidiary, Vintage

Trains Limited, is expected to
achieve a break-even position in
the third year of operation, 2020,
and move into positive net worth
in 2023. It is proposed to offer
members non-compounding
interest from 2024, at 2%.
Vintage Trains CBS chairman

Michael Whitehouse said: “The
successful share issue that
has enabled our TOC status
is the start of a very exciting
journey to develop Tyseley into
a global centre of excellence
in the running and ongoing
preservation of steam on the
main line and in turn, maintain
the heritage skills required
to do so.”

➜ For details of how to
subscribe, visit www.
VintageTrains.co.uk/offerinfo
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T
he beginnings of the steam age were
100 years earlier than the first railway
locomotives – in 1712, when Thomas

Newcomen invented the atmospheric engine,
the first practical device that used steam power
to performmechanical work.
The Newcomen engine was a stationary

machine that was used mainly for pumping
water out of mines. It operated in the opposite
way to the accepted manner of the steam
locomotives that were eventually developed
from it, by condensing steam drawn into the
cylinder and creating a partial vacuum that
allowed the atmospheric pressure to push
the piston into the cylinder. Hundreds of
Newcomen engines were constructed during
the 18th century for use throughout Britain
and Europe.
Attempts were made to drive machinery

by Newcomen engines by converting the
vertical motion into rotary motion, but these

Following a summer
in which we have
commemorated 50 years
since the end of British
Railways main line steam,
Brian Sharpe looks back
to the beginnings of steam
traction. In the first of a
new series, he investigates
the background to how the
position of chief mechanical
engineer came about in the
early days of steam power –
leading to the evolution of
steam locomotive design.

HOW THE
STEAM

AGE
BEGAN
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The standardgaugePockerleyWaggonwayat
Beamishoozes theatmosphereof early railways.

Themuseum’s replicaSteamElephant is seen
outsidewhat is knownas the ‘Great Shed’ –

thebuildingbeingmuchmore than facadeand
containinganarrayofperiod features,

includingadriver’s room.GARETH EVANS



were unsuccessful, as the single power stroke
produced a very jerky motion.
JamesWatt later improved on Newcomen’s

design and roughly doubled its fuel efficiency.
He made the condenser separate and reduced
heat loss, while at the same time making the
cylinder double-acting. Many atmospheric
engines were then converted to theWatt
design and he usually gets the credit for having
designed the steam engine.
Richard Trevithick, born in Cornwall in

1771, was heavily involved in mining and
engineering from an early age. His most
significant contribution was the development
of the first ‘high-pressure’ steam engine.
He was not the first to think of using steam

at a pressure of about 30psi. WilliamMurdoch
had developed and demonstrated a model
steam carriage as early as in 1784 and he
demonstrated it to Trevithick in 1794.
As his experience grew, Trevithick realised

that improvements in boiler technology
permitted the safe production of high-pressure
steam that could move a piston in a steam
engine on its own account, instead of using
pressure only just above atmospheric in a
condensing engine.
Not only would a high-pressure steam engine

eliminate the condenser, but it would allow
the use of a smaller cylinder, saving space and
weight. He even thought that his engine could
now be so much lighter and more compact
that it could be small enough to move its own
weight, even with a carriage attached.
Trevithick started building his first models

of ‘high-pressure’ steam engines – initially a
stationary one and subsequently one attached
to a road carriage. He used a double-acting
cylinder, with steam distribution by means of
a four-way valve. Used steam was exhausted
straight into the atmosphere, avoiding a
condenser. The linear motion was directly
converted into circular motion via a crank
instead of using a more cumbersome beam.
Although Trevithick is credited with

building the first steam locomotive, it was not
a railway locomotive. Colliery waggonways
had been in existence for many years but
Trevithick designed his first locomotive to run
on roads.
He built a full-size steam road locomotive in

1801 in Camborne, named Puffing Devil and
on Christmas Eve that year, he demonstrated it
by successfully carrying six passengers up Fore
Street and then continuing on up Camborne
Hill to the village of Beacon. This is generally

recognised as the first demonstration of
transportation powered by steam.
The Puffing Devil was unable to maintain

sufficient steam pressure for long periods, and
was of little practical use. The machinery did
not take kindly to the poor roads of the time.

Coalbrookdale&Pen-y-Darren
In 1802, Trevithick took out a patent for
his high-pressure steam engine. To prove
his ideas, he built a stationary engine at
the Coalbrookdale Company’s works in
Shropshire. In the same year the company
built a steam locomotive for him, designed to
run on 3ft-gauge plateway rails, but little is
known about it, including whether or not it
actually ran. The design incorporated a single
horizontal cylinder enclosed in a return-flue
boiler. A flywheel drove the wheels on one
side through spur gears, and the axles were
mounted directly on the boiler, with no frame.
In 1802, Trevithick built one of his

high-pressure steam engines to drive a hammer
at the Pen-y-Darren Ironworks in Merthyr
Tydfil. With the assistance of the ironworks, he
mounted the engine on wheels and turned it
into a locomotive. The ironworks’ owner, Sam
Homfray, was so impressed with Trevithick’s

The replicaofRichardTrevithick’s steam locomotiveof1802 that ranatCoalbrookdale ironworks. The replicaengineatBlistsHill VictorianTownrunsona3ft-gauge
plateway. Thedesign incorporateda singlehorizontal cylinder enclosed ina return-flueboiler. A flywheeldrove thewheelsonone side throughspurgears and the
axlesweremounteddirectlyon theboilerwithno frame. JAMES HAMILTON



locomotive that he made a 500 guinea bet with
another ironmaster, that Trevithick’s steam
locomotive could haul 10 tons of iron for nearly
10 miles along the Merthyr Tydfil Tramroad.
On February 21, 1804 it successfully hauled
10 tons of iron, five wagons and 70 men the
full distance in four hours and five minutes,
an average speed of approximately 2.4mph,
creating great public interest.
The design of the Pen-y-Darren engine

differed from the Coalbrookdale engine in
several important respects. The cylinder was
moved to the other end of the boiler so the fire
door was out of the way of the moving parts,
which also involved putting the crankshaft at
the chimney end. The boiler had a single return
flue and was mounted on a four-wheel frame.
At one end, a single cylinder with very long
stroke was mounted partly in the boiler, and a
piston rod crosshead ran out along a slidebar,
an arrangement that looked like a giant
trombone. As there was only one cylinder,
this was coupled to a large flywheel mounted
on one side. The inertia of the flywheel would
even out the movement that was transmitted to
a central cogwheel that was, in turn, connected
to the driving wheels. It used a high-pressure
cylinder without a condenser and the exhaust
steam was sent up the chimney assisting the
draught through the fire, increasing efficiency
even more.
The bet was won. Despite many people’s

doubts, it had been shown that on relatively
level track it was possible for a steam
locomotive to successfully haul heavy vehicles
along a smooth iron road. Trevithick’s was
probably the first to do so. However, some of
the short cast iron plates of the tramroad broke
under the locomotive as they were intended
only to support the lighter axle load of
horse-drawn wagons and so the tramroad
returned to horse power after the initial test.
Homfray was pleased he won his bet, but the

engine was placed on blocks and returned to its
original stationary job of driving hammers.
A full-scale working reconstruction of the

Pen-y-Darren locomotive was commissioned
in 1981. It is operated several times a year on
a short length of track outside the National
Waterfront Museum in Swansea.
Christopher Blackett, proprietor of the

Wylam Colliery, near Newcastle, heard of the
success of the steam engine in SouthWales
and wrote to Trevithick asking for locomotive
designs. These were sent to JohnWhitfield at
Gateshead, Trevithick’s agent who, in 1804,
built what was probably the first locomotive
to have flanged wheels. Blackett was using
wooden rails for his tramway and, once again,
Trevithick’s machine was to prove too heavy
for its track.

CatchMeWhoCan
In 1808, Trevithick publicised his steam
railway locomotive expertise by demonstrating
his fourth locomotive Catch MeWho Can,
built for him by John Hazledine and John
Urpeth Rastrick at Bridgnorth. The design
differed from the previous locomotives in that
the cylinder was mounted vertically and drove
a pair of wheels directly with the connecting
rods, without flywheel or gearing. He ran it on
a circular track just south of the present-day
Euston Square tube station in London.
This venture also suffered from weak track

and public interest was surprisingly limited.
Trevithick was disappointed by the response
and designed no more railway locomotives.
He had proved it could be done, but steam

railway locomotives did not yet appear to be
commercially viable. Trevithick is credited
with designing the first practical steam
locomotive as early as in 1802 and although
the engine built on Tyneside was not totally
successful, it did inspire local men to have a go
at designing steam locomotives.
However, the first successful railway

locomotive did not enter service on Tyneside.
In 1812, twin-cylinder steam locomotives, built
by MatthewMurray in Holbeck, successfully
started replacing horses for hauling coal
wagons on the edge-railed, rack-and-pinion
Middleton Railway fromMiddleton Colliery
to Leeds.
MatthewMurray, born in Newcastle in

1765, was a steam engine and machine tool
manufacturer. He was an innovative designer
in many fields, including steam engines and
machinery for the textile industry. In 1795,
Murray had gone into partnership with David
Wood and set up a factory at Holbeck. There
were several mills in the vicinity and the firm
supplied them with machinery.
Murray began to consider how the design of

steam engines could be improved. He wanted
to make them simpler, lighter and more
compact. He also wanted the steam engine to
be a self-contained unit that could easily be
assembled on site. Many steam engines at the
time suffered from poor workmanship, which
could prove difficult to correct.
In 1799, Murdoch, by now working for the

firm of Boulton andWatt, invented a new type
of steam valve, called the D slide valve. This, in
effect, slid backwards and forwards admitting
steam to one end of the cylinder and then the
other. Murray improved the working of these
valves by driving them with an eccentric gear
attached to the rotating shaft of the engine.
The double cylinder was Murray’s invention

and he paid Trevithick a royalty for the use
of his patented high-pressure steam system,
improving on it by using two cylinders rather
than one to give a smoother drive.
In 1812 the firm supplied John Blenkinsop,

manager of Brandling’s Middleton Colliery,

near Leeds, with the first twin-cylinder
steam locomotive, called Salamanca. This
was the first commercially successful steam
locomotive.
Because only a lightweight locomotive could

work on cast iron rails without breaking them,
the total load they were capable of hauling was
very limited. In 1811, Blenkinsop patented
a toothed wheel and rack rail system. The
toothed wheel was driven by connecting rods,
and meshed with a toothed rail at one side of
the track. This was the first rack railway, and it
had a gauge of 4ft 1½in.
Once a system had been devised for making

malleable iron rails in around 1819, the rack
and pinion motion became unnecessary,
apart from later use on mountain railways.
However, until that time it enabled a small and
lightweight locomotive to haul loads totalling
at least 20 times its own weight. The third
locomotive intended for Middleton was sent,
at Blenkinsop’s request, to the Kenton and
Coxlodge Colliery waggonway near Newcastle
upon Tyne, where it appears to have been
known asWillington.
Timothy Hackworth was born inWylam in

1786, the eldest son of John Hackworth, who
was foreman blacksmith at Wylam Colliery
until 1804. At the end of his apprenticeship in
1807, Timothy took over his father’s position.
The mine owner wanted to work the short
tramroad with steam traction.
A new ‘dilly’ (all the locomotives at Wylam

were called dilly) was set to work in the
autumn of 1812. However, even Blackett’s new
cast iron plateway was found inadequate to
sustain the weight of a dilly and a later one,
built in 1813, was carried on two four-wheeled
‘power bogies’ and it is understood that the
first one was similarly rebuilt.
On the relaying of theWylam line with

wrought iron edge rails in around 1830, the
two locomotives reverted to the four-wheel
arrangement and continued to work until the
closing of the line in 1862. What is considered
to be the earlier of the two engines, now known
as Puffing Billy, is preserved at the Science

The replicaofRichardTrevithick’s 1804-built 0-4-0 forPen-y-Darren ironworks, seenat Tyseley.Originally a
stationaryengine, itwas temporarily converted to runon rails. The single cylinder is nowat theother endof
theboiler and the crankshaft is at the chimneyend. Theboilerhasa single return flueandwasmountedona
four-wheel frame. The cylinderhasavery long strokeandapiston rod crosshead runsoutalonga slidebar,
resemblingagiant trombone.A large flywheel ismountedonone side toevenout themotion.BRIAN SHARPE

“Despite many people’s doubts, it had been shown that, on
relatively level track, it was possible for a steam locomotive
to successfully haul heavy vehicles along a smooth iron
road. Trevithick’s was probably the first to do so.”
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The replicaofWilliamHedley’s 1812-builtPuffingBilly in actionon thePockerleyWaggonwayat theBeamishMuseum.Thedriver and firemanareatopposite endsof
theboiler. The twovertical cylindersdriveoneof the twopairs ofwheels. BRIAN SHARPE

GeorgeStephenson’s 1816-builtBilly,made for
KillingworthColliery, ondisplay in theStephenson
RailwayMuseum.BRIAN SHARPE

Museum in London; the second,Wylam
Dilly is in the National Museum of Scotland
in Edinburgh. Although the design of these
locomotives is generally credited toWilliam
Hedley, Blackett was the driving force, but with
Hackworth playing an important engineering
role and it was Hackworth who maintained the
locomotives in running order and improved
their performance.

George Stephenson
Another engineer in the north-east was
George Stephenson, whose father Robert was
the fireman for theWylam Colliery pumping
engine. At 17 George Stephenson became an
engineman at Water Row Pit in Newburn.
In 1804 the family moved to Dial Cottage at

West Moor near Killingworth, where George
worked as a brakesman at Killingworth
Pit. In 1811 the pumping engine at High
Pit, Killingworth was not working properly
and George offered to improve it. He did so
with such success that he was promoted to
enginewright for the collieries at Killingworth,
responsible for maintaining and repairing all
the colliery engines. He became an expert in
steam-driven machinery.
George designed his first steam locomotive

in 1814, for hauling coal on the Killingworth
waggonway. Named Blücher, it was based on
MatthewMurray’s locomotiveWillington,
which George studied at Kenton and Coxlodge
Colliery, and was constructed in the colliery
workshop behind Stephenson’s home. The
locomotive could haul 30 tons of coal up a
hill at 4mph and was the first successful
flanged-wheel adhesion locomotive.
Stephenson is said to have produced 16

locomotives at Killingworth, for use there or
for the Hetton Colliery railway. He was hired
to build the eight-mile Hetton Colliery railway
in 1820. When it opened in 1822, it was the first
railway that did not use animal power.

Stephenson used a combination of gravity on
downward inclines and locomotives for level
and uphill stretches. This line used a gauge of
4ft 8in, which Stephenson had used before at
the Killingworth waggonway.
The new engines were too heavy to run on

wooden rails or plateway, and iron edge rails
were in their infancy, but Stephenson
improved the design of cast-iron edge rails to
reduce breakage.
He also experimented with a steam spring

on the locomotive frame, but soon followed
the practice of distributing weight by using a
number of wheels or bogies.
One of Stephenson’s Killingworth

locomotives survives. Billy ran until 1881, when
it was presented to the city of Newcastle upon
Tyne. It is now on display in the Stephenson
Railway Museum on Tyneside. Recent research
suggests that this engine is older than first
thought, dating from 1814, making it the
third-oldest surviving steam engine in the
world. One of four locomotives Stephenson

built for Hetton apparently worked until 1912,
although by then it had been heavily rebuilt.
It found its way into preservation, but in this
case recent research suggests that it is much
younger than had been previously thought and
was in fact built as late as 1852, to Stephenson’s
basic design.
Steam Elephant was a six-wheeled locomotive

of Stephenson gauge. It was built for the
WallsendWaggonway, an edge railway
now known to have been of 4ft 8in gauge.
Its existence is only known through an old
oil painting.
As in Stephenson’s Killingworth locomotives

of the year before, it had a centre-flue boiler
with two vertical cylinders of about nine by
24in set into its top centreline. The cylinders
drove slide bar mounted beams, which
turned crankshafts driving the axles through
reduction gears between the frames. It had a
tall, tapering chimney, the lower part being
surrounded by a feedwater heater.
It is now considered to have been designed

by John Buddle andWilliam Chapman in 1815
and appears originally not to have been very
successful at Wallsend, probably due to lack
of adhesion on the wooden rails there, nor on
trial at Washington.
Following the introduction of iron rails at

Wallsend, it worked until at least the mid-1820s
and there is evidence that it was then rebuilt for
use at the Hetton collieries, possibly working
there for a further decade.
Steam Elephant was recreated by Beamish

Museum in 1998 to work on its Pockerley
Waggonway.
By the 1820s, George Stephenson was

established as the leading designer and
builder of steam locomotives for colliery
waggonways, but the stage was now set for
something far more ambitious that would
change the world.
■ Part 2 continues in issue 248.
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Beamish’s replicaofSteamElephant,an0-6-0built
in1815byBuddle&Chapman inWallsend, is seen

beingprepared for aday’sworkhaulingpassenger
trainson thePockerleyWaggonway.GARETH EVANS



Get the second DVD in the excellent Ages of Steam set
(GoldenAge was a covermount on issue 246)

Using footage from the last quarter of a century, this programme looks at the
way this final form was refined by some of the most famous engineers of their
time, right up to the last steam locomotives built for main line service in the
country.This isThe Austerity Age, examining the last private locomotives.

AGES OF STEAM DVD SERIES

Ages of Steam
The Austerity AgeFREE*

These are the Ages of Steam.
We look at the Victorian and Edwardian
locomotives of The GoldenAge – from
the early works of the Victorian engineers,
who were artists as much as engineers, to
the first decade of the 20th century, when
locomotive size would double, and the
railways would reach their zenith.

The Jazz Age covers the locomotives of
the 1920s, when, following the FirstWorld
War, the railways of Britain had to renew
war damage and then re-group, forming four
large companies – the ‘Big 4’. We follow the
progress of locomotive design as each of the
‘Big 4’ developed its own style.

The years of the Great Depression
are examined in The Streamline Age,
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measuring the impact of the financial crisis
of the 1930s on Britain’s railways. The urgent
need for fleet renewal ensured there were
major changes, despite the Depression, with
many emerging locomotives proving to be
the final designs of their types.

The last private locomotives are the
subjects of TheAusterity Age, when steam
locomotive development almost came to
a halt in Britain.We look at the companies
which chased simpler and cheaper designs,
as well as the most complicated and
expensive steam locomotives produced by
Oliver Bulleid.

The last programme in the series features
The Standard Age, when the railways and
the steam fleet were worn out and run

down. There was no money for investment
in electric or diesel technology to produce
the Labour Government’s nationalised
railway system, so steam continued with the
Standard locomotives.

Code Description
AOS18 Exclusive triple DVD set of Jazz,

Streamline and Standard Ages of
Steam

7080 Ages of Steam five DVD Set
(includes copies of Golden and
Austerity Age DVDs)

Individual copies of each title can also be
ordered (see coupon below or online at
www.DukeVideo.com/HRAGES)
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VOLUNTEER’S BLOG

HeritageRailway’sdeputyeditorGarethEvanshas started learning todrive the
diesel locomotivewhichheownswithhisparents.ANN EVANS

Ruston0-4-0165DEAlunEvans
is seenduringaphotoshoot
after thenamingceremonyon
August 16, 2014.GARETH EVANS

GETTING MY HANDS

In the first of a new feature series focusing
on volunteering, Gareth Evans shares his
experience of his first day learning to drive
a diesel locomotive at Cambrian Heritage
Railways and also reflects on his 28 years
of supporting heritage lines in a practical
sense as a volunteer.

DIRTY
V

olunteers are becoming thin on the
ground at heritage lines across the
British Isles. Even railways which have

historically been shining examples of best
practice in terms of recruiting and retaining
staff have been reporting shortages this year.
What’s changed? Nobody appears to know
for certain. Anecdotal evidence suggests
students, who now have to pay approximately
£9000 per annum in fees, have to spend
their holidays in paid employment, rather
than enjoying themselves, which may have
historically included volunteering on their

favourite heritage line(s). At the opposite end
of the age spectrum, the other group which has
traditionally provided a core railway volunteer
workforce – retirees – have been impacted by
the need for people to work longer, retiring
later in life. Put another way, the ‘golden age’ of
stepping back from their working lives in their
fifties is now the stuff of dreams for many.
For those of us ‘in the middle’ of the age

spectrum, there is the unwelcome threat of
fuel prices beginning to creep back up again,
impacting on the cost of travelling to our
chosen heritage line(s), combined with the

pressures of modern life, such as the need to
commit even more hours to our employment
on top of the paid ‘core hours’, adding to the
tiredness and stresses of work.
Of course, volunteering can be a valuable

aid to balance out the stresses of life, being
therapeutic by providing a positive focus and
a social environment essential for our physical
and mental well-being.
As a magazine at the heart of the sector each

of us loves, we atHeritage
Railway want to do our bit.
Therefore, we’re starting this
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The tranquillity ofPenYGarregHalt is seen togoodeffect –
the station servesasagoodspot toenjoya circularwalkback
toLlynclys via thenearbyMontgomeryCanal.GARETH EVANS

Volunteer’s Blog column and welcome your
input to write one for us – and we also want
you to share your thoughts with us more
generally – see panels (left).
Believing in practising what I preach, I

thought it was time to share my experiences in
the hope of inspiring others to get their hands
dirty and perhaps to put fingers to keyboard.

Background
I started volunteering in 1990 at the tender
age of seven on the Welshpool & Llanfair
Light Railway in my native Mid Wales.
Accompanied by my parents and late

brother, I was never bored in my school
holidays – I had the railway to keep
me occupied.
After my parents formed what was known

as the Junior Group in 1993, having been
inspired by Eileen Clayton’s tremendous
work at the Ffestiniog, I subsequently took
over its leadership, renaming it as the Young
Members’ Group.
The experiences I gained were many, but

included vegetation clearance, track work,
mechanical engineering in the workshop,
plus restoring and coach painting wagons –
and I also began training as a fireman and a
guard. Then there were the more ‘soft skills’
like being confident at interacting with
international visitors and giving talks with
dad to social groups, such as the WI, as well
as stints in the tea room.
It was at the W&L that my writing career

began. Encouraged by my father and railway
author Ralph Cartwright, aged eight I began
writing the Junior Column in the Llanfair
Railway Journal. I went on to assist the
press officer and began submitting stories
and photos to The Railway Magazine and
Heritage Railway. Robin Jones gave me my
‘big break’ in my teens when I started writing
The Younger View column in HR about the
activities of young volunteers.
I am forever indebted to the experiences I

gained at the WLLR and have fond memories
of the line.
At the age of 18, my family and I began

volunteering at the Ffestiniog Railway.

Having a summer Monday-Friday ‘shirt
and tie’ job in the bus and coach industry,
immersing myself in oil and diesel at Boston
Lodge Works, combined with the FR’s vibrant
social scene, with no shortage of young blood,
at the weekend was hugely enjoyable.
I worked on the slate wagons and also with

Team X in the carriage works. I enjoyed
volunteering as a buffet car steward too. I
always felt the latter was like coach driving
without the stress in that you could meet
some lovely people, but also had to know
how to handle the odd one who would swear
their glass was half empty. At the same time
however, you had to help give customers an
enjoyable day out and frankly, people tend to
buy from a ‘nice person’.
I also spent a few occasions at the Lynton

& Barnstaple Railway’s Woody Bay station,
with my family, clearing vegetation during its
embryonic phase.
In 2001, my family joined the Cambrian

Railways Society, which became Cambrian
Heritage Railways in 2009. In addition to
vegetation clearance and track work, I helped
progress the overhaul of Peckett 0-4-0ST
Oliver Veltom until it was paused, pending
fundraising. I took on the mantle of press
officer too.

Diesel L-plates
In 2007, I moved the 150 miles from
Montgomeryshire to Peterborough for work
and continued my railway volunteering.
I rose through the ranks in my previous
job to become editor of a bus and coach
industry weekly trade magazine in 2011. The
demanding role meant I could devote far
less time to railway volunteering than had
previously been the case.
The magazine became ‘my baby’ and I

was fortunate to gain a host of experiences,
which I got a real buzz out of. It’s surprising
how much crossover between the road and
rail passenger transport sectors there are –
especially in terms of people.
I left the editor’s chair on May 18 this year

and three days later, I started in my present
role at Heritage Railway.

Volunteering:whatareyour
experiences?

Fancywritingaboutyour
experiences?

PLEASE tell us about your experiences of volunteering
and volunteers – we’d like to consider them for
publication on our Platform page or perhaps as a
springboard for a follow-up feature.
■ Do you volunteer at a railway venue? If so, why do you
volunteer?
■ If you’re a volunteer, what steps are the railway(s) you
volunteer at taking to recruit?
■ If you’re not a volunteer, what would attract you to
become one?
■ Are you involved in recruiting volunteers? If so, do
you have ideas which may be of interest to the wider
movement that you’d be happy to share with us at
Heritage Railway?
■ Do you have ideas from voluntary groups in other
sectors which might be applied to heritage railways?
■ Do you have any suggestions to address the shortage
affecting the movement? What do you think could or
should be done to address it? Are travel costs an issue?
Is volunteer accommodation a factor? What about the
social scene?
➜ Send your thoughts to gevans@mortons.co.uk or
via www.facebook.com/HeritageRailway/ .
Tweet us @heritagerailwaymag

WOULD you like to write a Volunteer’s Blog column
piece on a one-off basis? If so, tell us: How and why
you became involved in your railway organisation(s);
what you’re currently doing; why you do it; your
highlight(s) of your volunteering time to date; whether
your volunteering experience assisted you in the
development of your professional life; any advice
you would offer others considering following in your
footsteps; what, if any ambitions you have for your
railway volunteering career; and anything else you
consider relevant.
Write approximately 1800 words. Please also ensure

you have high-resolution photographs, preferably
landscape.
➜ Feel to discuss the idea with Gareth Evans on
07587 038040 (work mobile) or by email on
gevans@mortons.co.uk .



Heritagerailway.co.uk 93

“Explaining to one couple how they could choose
between the comfort of the Mk.1 carriage or enjoy a
ride in the ‘Shark’ brake van, I said: ‘It’s equipped with
environmentally-friendly air-conditioning.’ Impressed, the
female half of the couple enquired enthusiastically: ‘Oh?’
I replied: ‘Yes – you can stand out on the balcony with
Jonathan the guard!’ We all laughed.”

Perhaps the smileonGareth’s face says it all abouthowhisday learning todrive thedieselwasgoing.He ispictured in frontof the ‘Shark’ brakevanwithguard
JonathanRoberts (centre) anddiesel driverRichardBoughton (right).GARETH EVANS COLLECTION

With an infinitely better work-life balance,
it’s time to do some of the things I want to do
– one of which is learning to drive the diesel
locomotive which is named in memory of my
brother (see panel on page 94) at Cambrian
Heritage Railways.
On Sunday, September 2, I duly signed in at

10am in the book in the office. My day began
with a taste of how it would continue – with
a brew, good-natured friendly chatter and a
healthy number of laughs.
Volunteers at the CHR pay once for their

hot drinks and are then entitled to unlimited
refills, something that’s appreciated by this
self-confessed caffeine addict.
My fellow customer-facing volunteers that

day included duty operations manager Martin
Boland, guard Jonathan Roberts, diesel
driver Richard Boughton and his wife Joan in
the buffet.
Having read our recently acquired manual,

I was not entirely unfamiliar with preparing
the locomotive. Oil points were checked,
along with the fuel level, and lubrication
applied as necessary.
The starting routine is a far from

straightforward affair – air start means
that in layman’s terms, air is used to begin
the movement of the pistons in the engine,
thereby getting it going. A donkey engine
(reminiscent of small pumping machines you
see demonstrated at vintage vehicle shows) is
used to generate air in the first instance.
The preparation process rekindled

memories of driving buses and coaches
at Tanat Valley Coaches and Travel West
Midlands in Birmingham – carrying out
what’s called a ‘walkround check’ in that
industry. I must admit I longed for an electric
start on our Ruston, as can be found on a
typical bus or coach – flick the masterswitch

on, fire it up either by turning a key or
pressing a button and away you go once you
have sufficient air to release the brakes. If
only this diesel was that simple…
Richard is an old hand, a veteran of English

Electric’s Newton-le-Willows plant, who has
served as a CHR volunteer at Llynclys for
many years. Together with Martin, Richard
is a leading light in the line’s mechanical
engineering team.
Richard drove the first trip, explaining what

he was doing. Under his guidance, I took the
controls on the second departure.
Jonathan blew his whistle and gave the

green flag, which I acknowledged. After a toot
of the horn, I released the brakes and applied
some power, keeping an eye on the platform
and the road ahead as we moved away.
The speedometer is currently non-

operational. Like a bus on a regular route
however, you can drive it without looking at
the speedo as you soon know how fast you
should be passing a particular spot and you
get a feel for it.
Getting going was easy, stopping smoothly

in the correct place using the vacuum brake
was challenging. I was too cautious initially,

stopping just short of the normal spot at the
other end of the line at Pen Y Garreg Halt.
Richard was not wrong when he observed:

“It’s better than hitting the stop block…”
Vacuum brakes require a different driving

technique to air. There is a slight delay with
vacuum, which takes a bit of getting used
to, but that’s down to ‘knowing the road’ –
i.e. exactly where and how much to apply
the brake when approaching a platform for
example. If you panic and make too harsh
an application, you can throw passengers
around, which is unacceptable of course.
Air (as would be used if this locomotive was
working light engine or on an unfitted train)
is more instantaneous – it’s akin to pressing
the foot brake in a car. I do however, like the
smoothness of vacuum brakes.
Stepping off the locomotive, my eyes were

drawn to the plaque on the platform bench
being in memory of ‘Alun the Spray’ – a
reference to my brother’s nickname for his
vegetation management activities. Nine
years since his untimely passing, it was
poignant for me, but I kept it inside – and if
anything, I told myself I was learning to
drive ‘his loco’ for him as much as I was for
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the railway, my parents and work.
Propelling back to Llynclys, I sampled

sitting on the driver’s tip-up seat but found I
preferred to stand.
Approaching Llynclys, I gave a toot of the

horn, applying a gentle amount of power to
get into the platform road.
On the third trip, Richard said he would

not say anything as he wanted me to become
confident – and I really got into it. After all, it
is said practice makes perfect.
It’s a half-hourly service at Llynclys – up

and down, so there is no sitting around with
lengthy periods of inactivity. There was
more good-natured banter over the half-hour
lunch break.
In the afternoon for the final trip of the

day, mum rode on the cushions inside the
carriage on the outward leg. At PYG, Richard
suggested she should join us in the cab. She
was delighted and immediately made herself
at home on top of the seat/ box beneath the
back window. She identified the need for us
to repaint the cab interior – that is perhaps
another story…

Public engagement
One of the attractions of CHR for me is its
intimate feel as it’s a smaller organisation,
with short trains – for the time being at least.
This allows staff to be better able to give the
public time than can sometimes be the case in
a more pressured environment.
For example, Richard, Jonathan and I

helped passengers load buggies on the
train together – it wasn’t ‘solely’ a task for
the guard.
Explaining to one couple how they

could choose between the comfort of the
Mk.1 carriage or enjoy a ride in the Shark
brake van, I said: “It’s equipped with
environmentally-friendly air-conditioning.”
Impressed, the female half of the couple
enquired enthusiastically: “Oh?” I replied:

“Yes – you can stand out on the balcony with
Jonathan the guard!” We all laughed.
When I greeted a couple with their son,

they proudly said he was a CHR member
and that they’d come to enjoy a train ride
as well as to see Lenny. Owned by a friendly
neighbour, the adventures of Llynclys’ station
cat are quite literally a tale in their own right.
It’s enough to say here that he ‘books on’ at
weekends and is popular among volunteers
and visitors alike.
Having observed that the blinds were down

inside the windows of the brake area in the
BSK No. 35334 (the carriage currently used
on passenger trains), another visitor asked
whether it was volunteer accommodation.
Richard looked round to check if there were
any younger ears present, before quietly
saying: “It’s S****’s grotto.”
The visitor enthused: “He’ll be coming out

of hibernation in the coming weeks.”
“Nah, he should be here within the hour. In

fact, he comes here every Sunday afternoon,”
explained Richard.
Responding to the visitor’s decidedly

bemused face, Richard looked at me, adding
in his polite but blunt Lancastrian manner:
“Our S**** is Gareth’s dad!”
We all laughed – and the visitor’s better

half was in hysterics. The couple, who hailed
from Coventry, had attended a wedding in the
nearby Tanat Valley and vowed to return. They
thanked us for the warm welcome at CHR.
On another trip, upon arrival at PYG, two

boys and their respective fathers disembarked
from the carriage with excitement and came
to inspect the locomotive.
Richard and I looked at each other, smiled

in agreement, before he asked the visitors:
“Who would like to go inside the cab first?”
Their faces lit up with joy.
One of the fathers was struggling to take a

selfie photo with his son on his iPhone, so I
offered to snap one of them together.
The other dad, who hailed fromWelshpool,

took up our invitation for his son to sit in
the driving seat. When he handed his Canon
SLR to me somewhat hesitantly, I said: “I take
photos for a living – well, it’s part of what I
do.” He replied: “Oh right?”
I explained: “I’m deputy editor of Heritage

Railwaymagazine.”
He said: “Oh wow, yes I know it – I buy it in

WH Smith. Nice to meet you.”

Conclusion
I signed out at 4.20pm. I thoroughly enjoyed
myself as second man/ trainee on Alun the
engine. In fact, I was in my element! I even
managed to stop the train using the vacuum
in the correct place at PYG by the end.
Supported by Martin and Richard, I’m now
eager to progress – they’ve said I will enjoy
the Class 101 DMUs too in due course. I’m
aiming to commit to one weekend per month,
work duties permitting. I want to do my bit
for CHR in a practical sense.
As Richard said at the end of the day: “Aside

from stopping and starting safely of course,
putting smiles on people’s faces is what it’s all
about – and you’re a natural!”
Reflecting on a great weekend, I returned

home to Peterborough firmly on a high.

By theendof thedayGarethgot thehangof stopping in the correct
spot atPenYGarregHalt, using thevacuumbrake.GARETH EVANS

AboutGareth’s family’sdiesel

Gareth and his parents own Ruston 0-4-0 165DE
No. 11517 (No. 458641 of 1963) Alun Evans,which is
used on passenger turns at Cambrian Heritage Railways’
Llynclys operation, four miles south of Oswestry.
The locomotive was named in memory of Gareth’s

brother, who passed away in tragic circumstances in
2009. It was purchased by the Evans family from a CHR
volunteer in 2017.
➜ If you have any photos or information of its history,
particularly during its working life in industry, Gareth
would be delighted to hear from you.



Heritagerailway.co.uk 95



OFF THE SHELF

96 Heritagerailway.co.uk

WHENitcomestoalbumsofquality

railwayphotography, itdoesnotand

cannotgetanybetter thanthis.

TheWestHighlandExtension from

FortWilliamtoMallaig isoneof those

selectNetworkRail routeswhichare

‘heritagerailwaysvia thebackdoor.’

In thiscase, therouteofWestCoast

Railways’‘TheJacobite’,whichhas

becomeakeyplankof theregion’s

local touristeconomy,helpedtosome

extentby its inclusion intheHarry

Pottermoviesas therouteof the

‘HogwartsExpress’.

FromtheearlyBRspecialsonthe

line tothepresentday, thisvolume

brings together the finestworkof35

ofBritain’s toprailwayphotographers

incapturingportraitsof steamin

actionamidthis stunningscenery inall

seasons.

The large formatshowcases their

work tomaximumimpact, to the

pointwhereonmanypagesyou

thinkyouare lookingoutofawindow

overlookingthe line,andfor those

photographerswhohavenevervisited

the line, it isa treasuretroveof ideas.

Thevolumeis jointlyauthorised

byWestCoast’s JamesShuttleworth,

who in1995wasappointedasproject

manager for theCarnforthcompany’s

relaunchof the‘Jacobite’alongthe line.

Mostof thepicturesare in full

colour,beginningwiththeScottish

LocomotivePreservationFund’s

‘Jacobite’railtourof June1,1963,using

NorthBritishD344-4-0No.256Glen

Douglasandseveral J370-6-0s.

Theroots to today’s servicedateback

toameeting inNovember1983,which

soughttoreintroducesteamonthe line

for touristpurposes,andwhich ledto

ScotRail’s‘WestHighlander’startingup

the followingyear, laterevolvingtothe

‘Lochaber’,under theauspicesofBR’s

Inter-CitySpecialTrainssection,prior to

PrivatisationandthecomingofWest

CoastRailways.

Youwillhavetohavevisitedthe

routetoknowhowcommonplace

are itsbreathtakingpanoramas. It

seemseverysteamlocomotivethat

hasworkedalongtheroute inmodern

times is featured, fromK4TheGreat

Marquess toaplethoraof‘BlackFives’,

andthere isnotonepagethatcanbe

describedas less than inspirational.

Regularvisitorswillwant thisvolume

–asnearaperfect recordof theroute

inall itsuplandgloryasyoucouldhope

toexpect. Itallowsyoutoexperience

andmarvelat the‘Jacobite’fromthe

comfortofyourarmchairatall times

of theyear,butbewarned– itwill

leaveyouwantingmore,whichcan

beachievedonlybytakingyourown

camerauptoFortWilliam!

Thebookmightseemexpensive,

but in termsofquality it is cheapat the

price.

STUPENDOUSLANDSCAPE

PHOTOGRAPHY

TheLegendaryLynton&
BarnstapleRailway:The
HumanStory

ByTonyNicholson(softback,Lynton&

BarnstapleRailwayTrust,60pp,£9.95

plus£3postagefrom

www.lynton-rail.co.ukorfromWoody

Baystation).

INTEREST in the

L&B isbooming

again,especially

as therailway

cannowoffera

completeoriginal

train, just like the

market-leading

Welshnarrow

gauge lines,as

highlighted inour featureonpages

74-77.

Over theyears,manybookshave

servedtopromotethe legendthat is

theL&B,andthisonewas firstpublished

in2010. Itdiffers frommanyof therest

in that itdoesnotsetout tobeanother

straightversionof theoriginal line’s

history,but looksat the livesofpeople

whowere involvedby it.

Sowehavecharacters likebenefactor

publisherGeorgeNewnes, thepivotal

figure in the foundationof the line;

BenjaminGreeneLake,whoprovidedthe

landforWoodyBaystation;driverHarry

Fennell,whomadenationalheadlines in

1921by‘forgetting’his trainatChelfham

andcarryingontoBarnstaple; theman

whojumpedoff thetrainaboveBarbrook

rather thansurrenderhis ticket, the first

tobe issuedwhenthe lineopenedon

May16,1898,atLyntonsohecouldkeep

itasasouvenir; andmanymore, tales

ofwhichgivetheoft-toldL&Bstorya

sharpenednew3Dperspective.

TheA4-sizedbook isbulgingwithsuch

Likeour
world-beating

Facebookpage–or
missoutbig time!

k

On the Iron Road to the Isles:
The story of the ‘Jacobite’ steam service
on the West Highland Line

storiesandanecdotes.

Thisneweditionhasbeengreatly

expandedandenhancedbythe inclusion

ofmanyarchivepicturesnot tobeseen

anywhere,andnearlyadecadeof further

exhaustive research.Fromthesplendid

EricLesliewatercoloursonthe frontand

backcovers tothereproductionofa

colourGreatCentralposteradvertising

LyntonandLynmouthasaresort, itdoes

notdisappoint in theslightest.

NEWWINDOWONOLDFAVOURITE

FemaleRailwayWorkers in
WorldWarII

BySusanMajor(hardback,Pen

&Sword,194pp,£19.99, ISBN

1526703084).

AKEYpartofUKrailwayhistory is thevital

roleplayedby

womeninboth

worldwars, filling

in formenwho

wereawayon

activeservice.

Drawingon

theNational

ArchiveofRailway

OralHistory,a

collectionof

interviewswith former railwayworkers

createdbytheFriendsof theNational

RailwayMuseumin2000-3, thebook

relates first-handaccounts fromanage

inwhichwomengoingout toworkwas

largely frownedupon,andhowwomen

copedwiththedemandsofkeepingthe

country’s railnetwork running inthe face

ofadversity, inanaliensectorwhichhad

evolvedasanexclusivemen’sworld.

Raremonochromaticpicturesopena

windowintoaworld largely forgotten

bythegeneralpublic.Weseeagang

of femaleplatelayersat theGWR’s

BristolWestdepot in1943, the first

womentakingoversignaldutieson

Britain’smainline railways in1941, the

firstwomenrailwayguards takingover

dutiesatLondonVictoria in1943,a

GWRpolicewomaninBristol, a female

lampsmanstandingonthehome

signalbracketplatformatEvercreech

Junctionaround1945,andawoman

porter loadinggrainsacksaboardaLNER

wagon in1945.

Air raids, theAmericansandCanadians,

encounterswith ItalianPoWS, lifeas

portersandguards, takingmaintenance

andworkshop jobs,workingalongside

career railwaymen–everypagecontains

fascinatingreminiscencesofwhat lifewas

like fornearlysixyears.

GRIPPINGWW2INSIGHT

Grantham–ALincolnshire
RailwayCentre

ByA.JLudlam(softback,Lincolnshire

WoldsRailwaySociety,52pp,£7.95,

orderonlineatwww.lwrs.uk(plus

£1.50p&p), ISBN9780995461024).

THE lateAlf

Ludlamwas

amanof

manytalents,

notwithstanding

his involvement

withwhat is

nowknownas

theLincolnshire

WoldsRailway

fromtheoutset

35yearsago,butalsohismeticulous

capacity for railwayhistory research.

There isoftenthe feelingthatwith

therailwaysector, therearevery few

historical stones left tobeunturnedby

writers.That iscertainlynot thecase in

Lincolnshire,acountyoncecriss-crossed

bya labyrinthinenetworkof linesof

variedcompanies, includingtheGNR,

GreatCentralandtheGreatNorthern&

GreatEasternJointRailway.

Closures tookplacebefore,duringand

afterBeeching, leavingmanycountry

townsdisenfranchisedfromthenetwork.

Despite its size,Lincolnshire isa

countythathasbeenbyand large

bypassed inmanyrespects, andhas too

oftenescapedtheattentionof railway

historians.

Alfmovedmountains torectify that

withno less than12bookspublishedfor

theLWR.

This finalvolumetells thestoryof

howGranthamdeveloped intooneof

thecounty’smost important railway

centres,andbeingontheEastCoastMain

Line,becameanythingbuta transport

backwater,withStirling8ftSingles,

Ivatt largeAtlantics,GresleyPacificsand

PeppercornA1sthunderingthrough.

ComparedtotherestofLincolnshire,

Granthamhasbeenrelativelyunaffected

bythesortof lineclosuresoutlined in

Alf’sotherbooks,andtodayremainsan

important railhub.

Profits fromthebookgototheLWR.

LOCALHISTORYWITHATTITUDE

ASweclosed forpress, thenumber

of followersonour facebook.

com/heritagerailwaypagewas

approaching the329,000mark.

Letusseeyourpictures,hearyour

newsandtell theworldaboutyour

upcomingevents. Likeus today!

ByJohnHuntandJamesShuttleworth (hardback,TheNostalgiaCollection,TheTrundle,
RingsteadRoad,GreatAddington,Kettering,NorthantsNN144BW, tel: 01536330588,
208pp,£45, ISBN9781857945362).

EDITOR’S CHOICE
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GreatWesternRailway
Architecture inColour
Volume1:Buildingsfrom
Brunel toBeeching
ByAmyasCrump(hardback,Crecy,

176pp,£25, ISBN9781909328662).

GREATWestern

Societymember

AmyasCrumphas

producedthe first

of a two-volume

surveyof the

much-varied

yetdistinctive

architectureof theGWR.

Making full useof thebenefits the

coffee table formathas tooffer tobring

out thebest inclassic colourviews,

many fromhalf acenturyormoreago,

he looksat theevolutionof, and the

changes in, thedesignof stations,halts,

enginesheds,goodssheds, signalboxes

andother infrastructureacross the

Swindonempire.

Stationsbigandsmall are represented:

weseea64XXcallingatMarshMills

on thePlymouth toTavistockand

Launceston line,NeenSollarson the

Bewdley toTenburyWells line,Culmstock

ontheCulmValleyLightRailway, and

alsoseveral classic structures that

are still verymuch inuse today, such

asTeignmouth,NewtonAbbotand

LeamingtonSpastations.

Thisvolumehas immensevalue

forGWRenthusiasts,historians

andmodellers alike, if only for the

comparisonsbetweenstructuresat

different locations it invites tobemade.

Thevolumecomprises threemain

sections, eachcoveringaspecificperiod:

earlydays to1860 (theBrunel years);

1860-99and1900upto the1960s.

Its success is that it throws fresh light

onamajoraspectofGWRhistory that is

sooftenoverlookedor taken forgranted.

ALBUMOFARCHITECTURAL

TREASURES

EasternMainLine:Diss
toNorwich including
BressinghamSteam
Museum
ByRichardAdderson&Graham

Kenworthy(hardback,Middleton

Press,96pp, ISBN9781910356227).

WHENBRStandardPacificNo.70013

OliverCromwellmade

its fabled lightengine

move fromtheNorth

West–where ithad

beentheonlynamed

engineonthe‘Fifteen

Guineaspecial’of

August11,1968, to

Norfolk, itbrought

downthe final curtainonBRmain line

steamhaulage–but inmanyways it

openedanewone.

HorticulturalistAlanBloomgave

OliverCromwellasafeboltholeathis

BressinghamSteamMuseum,back then

averitableoasis forall things steamina

world thathadchanged forever todiesel

andelectric.

This latestvolume in theMiddleton

Press (MP) surveyof thenetworkopens

withachapteronBressingham, focusing

ontheearlyyears,withAlanbringing

such iconsasRoyalScotandDuchessof

Sutherland toNorfolkwhentheywereno

longerwantedatButlinsholidaycamps

–yes, today’smain linesteamsectorhas

muchto thankAlan for,but sadlyhe isno

longerwithus tosee it.

Thebulkof thevolumefollows the

usualMPformatof lookingatevery

station,halt, industrial sidingandother

pointof interestalongaspecific route–

in this case thenow-electrifiednorthern

endof the route fromLiverpoolStreet to

Norwichandthe forgottenForncett to

Wymondhambranch.

ESSENTIALLOCALHISTORY

APassionforSteamonthe
Settle&CarlisleLine

ByMauriceBurns (softback,The

NostalgiaCollection,160pp,£30, ISBN

9781857945348, limitededition

hardback,192pp,£34, fromthethree

S&CstationshopsandtheFriendsof

theSettle-Carlisle lineatwww.foscl.

org.uk/shop/catalog/books)

ASTUNNINGnewbook fromHeritage

Railway regular contributorMaurice

Burns, dealingwith thewonderful

spectacleof steamon theSettle and

Carlisle line, is

copiously illustrated

withbothcolour

andblackandwhite

illustrations, the

latter recording

theauthor’smany

adventures across to

the fells onhisbike fromhishome in the

NorthEast, commencing in1960.

These first chapters are truly

fascinating reading,with the text

behind thewonderfulphotographs

reallybringing thestory to life. It is an

era thatmanyofuswill be tooyoung

to remember.

Howfortunate itwas forus that the

authorventuredoutonsomemarathon

bike rides inorder to record these

evocative scenes.

Asmanywill know, theauthorhas

beenamajordriving force inNELPG,

and there is a chapterdevoted to the

restorationofA2PacificNo.60532Blue

Peterand its subsequent runsover the

line, andhisuniqueopportunities to

record steamfromsuchdiverse locations

as the footplateandahelicopter.

Thechapter regarding the lastdayof

steamonAugust11, 1968 isparticularly

poignant, comingas itdoeson this50th

anniversaryyear (therearepicturesof

theeventsonAugust11 this year to

bring thestoryup todate).

Thecolour imagesare someof the

finest youwill see inprint.

SETTLEANDCARLISLECLASSIC

781909328662).
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TRACK TALK STAR LETTER

GWRmemories in a garage in the 1950s
THEarticlebyGeoffCourtney in issue244

ofnameplateKnightoftheThistle from

GWRStarclassNo.4012comingupfor

auctionremindedmethat thiswasoneof

severalnameplateshangingforyearson

agarage insidewall justalongtheroad

fromme.TwootherswereTrePolandPen

fromDukedogNo.9065,whichmyfather,

whowasaGWRrailwayman,hadfired

on,andKingArthur.

Thesenameplatesare just theones

Ibringtomind–therewereplenty

more,aswell ascabsidenumberplates.

TheywereownedbyanotherGWR

railwaymanwhowasnicknamed‘Chuffer’,

andhewaspayingbetween£10and£20

for them. Iam82now,and Iamtalking

about theearly-1950s.

DickStarr,Chapmanslade,Wiltshire

➜GeoffCourtneywrites:TheKing

Arthurnameplate towhichDick refers

wouldhavecome fromaGWR4-4-0 that

wasbuilt inAugust 1895asDukeclass

No. 3258.This enginewas renumbered

3257 in1912, had itsKingArthur

name removed inMay1927, andwas

withdrawn inMay1937when itsboiler

wasused in thebuildof Earl‘Dukedog’

classNo. 3213.

Therewasof courseanotherKing

Arthur, SRNo. 30453,but thiswasn’t

withdrawnuntil July1961.

Cornishname:GWRNo.3265TrePolandPenonanunknowndateand location, althoughNormanPreedy, fromwhose
archives thephotographcomes, believes itmaybeBirminghamSnowHill.HeritageRailway readerDickStarr recalls that
oneof thenameplates fromthe loco,whichwasbuilt in July1896asDukeclassNo. 3271,washangingon thewall of agarage
nearhishome in theearly-1950s. The4-4-0was renumbered3265 in1912andwaswithdrawn inDecember1929,when its
boiler andcabwereused tobuild the firstmemberof theEarl ‘Dukedog’ class, carrying the samenameandnumber. Final
withdrawalwas inDecember1949,bywhich time itwasnumbered9065. ThenameTrePolandPen is aphrasedescribing
Cornishpeopleorplaces–anexamplebeing thepioneer railwayengineerRichardTrevithick.NORMAN PREEDY ARCHIVE

➜WhyBritish steammust
learn fromoverseas
IT IS now ironic that in thehistoryof

British steam locomotives, because

of theoft-cursedBritishweather, it

wasnotnecessary todesignand fit

effective spark-arrestingequipment.

Andso itwas left tooverseas

systems includingmy‘home’railway,

theNewZealandRailways, to

evolveequipment so thatdespite

theconditions, coal-burning steam

locomotivesdidnot cause trackside

fires. Somearrangementswere

better thanothers.

Climate changewill now force

British steam locomotiveoperators

to learnandapplywhatoverseas

railwayswere forced to findout

manyyears ago.

The requirements are simply

stated: first of all that chimneys

shouldnotomit cinders that carry

enoughheat to light fires and

secondly, that air inlets toashpans,

whichactually cause theworst fires,

shouldnot allowanyburningash

falling through thegaps in thegate

to find itswayouton to the track

andbeyond.

It is unlikely thatpushing steam

locomotives aroundbydieselswill

solve theproblemor it doesnot

guarantee to stopcinder andash

emissions.

Unless a locomotive is suitably

equipped towork safely in all

conditions, it shouldnotbeused.

David Berry, Wellington,

New Zealand

➜What couldwedo tohelp
theSouthwold revival?
WITH theSouthwoldRailwaynow

commissioninganew-build2-4-0T

Blyth, the local grouphas taken

onamajor task tobringback the

SouthwoldRailway.

Is this EastAnglia’s versionof the

Lynton&BarnstapleRailwaywith

even the locomotivenamedafter

the local river?

This is anenormousproject for the

fledgling railway tobringSuffolk its

second railway. It reallydeserves all

theassistancepossible.

If only all theother EastAnglian

preserved railwayswould throw

theirweightbehind this scheme

tomove it forward tobe ready

to steamthe locomotiveon its

own tracks.Although, in reality,

is it possible?Theyaregeared to

standardgaugeandnot the3ft

gaugeof theSouthwold.

Whatnext?Maybe it’s time to

search thecountrysideand farms for

some3ft-gauge six-wheeledchicken

coupsorgardensheds.Theycould

well exist, aswhen the railwayclosed

in1929,muchof the stockwas left to

rot atHalesworthand this couldbe

thearea to start the search.

DerrickMartin,

Hornchurch,Essex

A Jubilee in the bank!
I READwith interest the letter in issue

243 fromColinStanaway, concerning

the forgottenheritage railwaybank

branchat Longsight inManchester.

Colin said thathe thoughthis letter

wasnot thewhole story about the

formerWilliamDeaconBank.

Indeed, there ismore to tell. George

Davies, oneofmypredecessors

asBahamasLocomotiveSociety

chairmanwas thebankmanager at

what laterbecameanRBSbankand

closed inAugust.

On theopposite cornerof thebank,

on theA6at thecornerof Stockport

RoadandDickensonRoad,was

theBarclaysbankand thebranch

manager therewasRogerNicholas,

whowasalso the treasurerof the

society.

Somuchof the society’sbusiness

wasdone inLongsight, just a stone’s

throw fromtheLongsight railway

sheds, nowtheAlstomdepot for

theWestCoastMainLine,which

celebrated175yearsofbeingbuilt

last year. Bothwere instrumental in

the foundingof theDintingRailway

CentreandGeorgewasoneof the

pioneers in lobbyingandachieving

both thebank sponsored railtours

and the return to steamon themain

line some threeyears after the‘Fifteen

GuineaSpecial’.

WithBahamasnowon theverge

of its return to themain line,many

will remember theearly 1970sWelsh

Marches railtour, involvingboth

BahamasandKingGeorgeV.Many

senior early railwaypreservation

figureswereknowntocatchupwith

George,both inLongsight andat

Dinting, until he left thebank to take

upa full-timepositionwithDavid

Shepherd in settingup theEast

SomersetRailwayas themanaging

director. Indeed,Colinmoved there

aswell ashis father Jack,whowas

persuadedbyGeorge toalsomove

south tobecome thecaretaker at

Cranmore.

In thosedaysofDinting,Colinwasa

good friendofmineandshortly after

moving toCranmore, I remember

going to spendsometime in the

first summer there, stayingwith the

Stanaways in thebungalowwhichhad

beenbuilt there. Itwill bewell over 40

years since Iwas lastwithColin and it

wouldbegood to touchbaseagain,

perhapsbehindBahamaswithamain

lineexcursion.

WhenGeorge left, ourownsociety

accountwasmovedmore thanamile

downtheA6 to theRBSHeatonMoor

branch,whichhasalso closedat the

same timeas theLongsightone. In

fact, there is nowonlyoneRBSBank in

thewholeofManchester, in thecentre.

KeithWhitmore, chairman,Bahamas

LocomotiveSociety
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GARETH EVANS’ FULL LISTING OF OPERATIONAL LINES AND MUSEUMVENUES

SOUTH EAST
AmberleyMuseum&Heritage
Centre
2ft gauge, ¼mile.

Arundel, West Sussex.

Tel: 01798 831370.

Running: Dec 1, 2, 8, 9, 15, 16.

Bluebell Railway
Standard gauge, 11miles, footplate

experience, wine and dine.

Sheffield Park, East Sussex TN22 2QL.

Tel: 01825 720800.

Running: Dec 1, 2, 8, 9, 15, 16, 22, 23 +

26-31.

Bredgar&Wormshill Light
Railway
2ft gauge, ½mile.

Bredgar, Sittingbourne, Kent.

Tel: 01622 884254.

Running: 2019.

Bursledon Light Railway
2ft gauge, ¼mile. Bursledon

Brickworks Museum Swanwick Lane,

Swanwick, Hants. SO31 7HB.

Running: Nov 25.

East Kent Railway
Standard gauge, twomiles,

Shepherdswell, Dover.

Tel: 01304 832042.

Running: Dec 1, 2, 8, 9, 15, 16, 22-24.

Eastleigh Lakeside Railway
10¼in & 7¼in gauge, 1¼miles,

footplate experience.

Running:W/Es + sch hols.

HastingsMiniature Railway
10¼in gauge, 600 yards,

Rock-a-Nore Road, Hastings, East Sussex.

Running:W/Es + sch hols.

Hayling Seaside Railway
2ft gauge, onemile.

Hayling Island, Hants.

Running:W/Es, Weds + sch hols

Hollycombe Steam in the
Country
2ft gauge, ¼mile. Iron Hill, Liphook,

Hampshire, GU30 7LP. Tel: 01428 724900.

Running: 2019.

Isle ofWight SteamRailway
Standard gauge, five miles.

Havenstreet, Isle of Wight.

Tel: 01983 882204.

Running: Dec 1, 2, 8, 9, 15, 16, 21-24 + 26.

Kempton SteamRailway
2ft gauge, ½mile, Hanworth.

Tel: 01932 765328.

Running: Nov 17, 18.

Kent& East Sussex Railway
Standard gauge, 10½miles,

footplate experience, wine and dine.

Tenterden, Kent. Tel: 01580 765155.

Running: Dec 1, 2, 8, 9 5, 16, 21-24

+ 30, 31.

Lavender Line
Standard gauge, onemile, footplate

experience, wine and dine. Isfield,

East Sussex. Tel: 01825 750515.

Running: Sundays.

MidHants Railway
Standard gauge, 10miles, footplate

experience, wine and dine.

Alresford, Hants SO24 9JG.

Tel: 01962 733810.

Running: Nov 10.

Romney, Hythe&
Dymchurch Railway
1ft 3in gauge, 13½miles, footplate

experience. New Romney, Kent.

Tel: 01797 362353.

Running: W/Es.

Royal Victoria Railway
10¼in gauge, onemile.

Netley, Southampton.

Tel: 02380 456246.

Running: W/Es + sch hols.

Sittingbourne&Kemsley
Railway
2ft 6in gauge, 1¾miles.

Sittingbourne, Kent.

Tel: 01795 424899.

Running: Dec 1, 2, 8, 9, 15, 16, 22, 23.

SpaValley Railway
Standard gauge, five miles,

footplate experience.

TunbridgeWells, Kent.

Tel: 01892 537715.

Running: DecW/Es + 20-24, 29-31.

SOUTHWEST
AvonValley Railway
Standard gauge, threemiles,

footplate experience, wine and dine.

Bitton, Bristol.

Tel: 0117 932 7296.

Running: Nov 1, 3, 4, 25.

BeerHeights Light Railway
7¼in gauge. Off A3052, Beer, Devon.

Tel: 01297 21542

Running: 2019.

Bodmin&Wenford Railway
Standard gauge, 6½miles, footplate

experience, wine and dine.

Bodmin, Cornwall.

Tel: 01208 73666.

Running: Nov 3.

Dartmoor Railway
Standard gauge, sevenmiles.

Okehampton, Devon.

Tel: 01837 55164.

Running: Nov 30.

Dartmouth SteamRailway
Standard gauge, sevenmiles,

wine and dine. Paignton, Devon.

Tel: 01803 555872.

Running: Tue, Sat + Nov 1, 2, 8.

DevonRailway Centre
2ft gauge, ½mile. Bickleigh, Devon.

Tel: 01884 855671.

Running: 2019.

East Somerset Railway
Standard gauge, twomiles. Cranmore,

Somerset. Tel: 01749 880417.

Running: Dec 1, 2, 8, 9, 15, 16, 22-24.

The information in this list was correct at the timeof going to press.We strongly advise that you confirm
detailswith the railway concerned.

Gartell Light Railway
2ft gauge, ½mile. Common Lane,

Yenston, Templecombe, Somerset

BA8 0NB. Tel. 01963 370752

Running: 2019.

Helston Railway
Standard gauge. Helston, Cornwall.

Tel: 07875 481380.

Running: Nov 1, 4.

Launceston SteamRailway
2ft gauge, 2 miles. Launceston, Cornwall.

Tel: 01566 775665.

Running: 2019.

Lynton&Barnstaple Railway
2ft gauge, onemile. Woody Bay,

north Devon. Tel: 01598 763487.

Running: Tue + Nov 11.

Moors Valley Railway
7¼in gauge, onemile. Ringwood, Hants.

Tel: 01425 471415.

Running:W/Es.

PlymValley Railway
Standard gauge, 1½miles.

MarshMills, Plymouth.

Running: Nov 4, 11, 18.

Seaton Tramway
3ft gauge, threemiles. Harbour Road,

Seaton, Devon. Tel: 01297 20375.

Running: Nov 30.

Somerset &Dorset Railway
Standard gauge, ½mile,

Midsomer Norton station,

Silver Street BA3 2EY.

Tel: 01761 411221

Open Sun, Mon.

Running: Nov 18.

SouthDevonRailway
Standard gauge, sevenmiles,

footplate experience, wine and dine.

Buckfastleigh, Devon.

Tel: 01364 644370.

Running: Nov 1-4.

UP & RUNNING

Visiting fromtheGreatCentral Railway,Hudswell Clarke-built 0-6-0STNo. 68067awaitsdeparture fromtheMidlandRailway-Butterley’s Swanwick Junction stationon
August 25witha rakeof restoredvintage carriages. TheSeasideSpecial headboard is a reminderof the ‘Trains to theSeaside’ trainswhichoperated throughout this
year’s school summerholiday–which includedabeachat Swanwick Junction, providinganadditional attraction for families.ALANWEAVER
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SwanageRailway
Standard gauge, six miles, footplate

experience, wine and dine.

Swanage, Dorset.

Tel: 01929 425800.

Running:W/Es + Nov 1.

Swindon&Cricklade Railway
Standard gauge, threemiles,

footplate experience.

Blunsdon, Wiltshire.

Tel: 01793 771615.

Running: Sun.

West Somerset Railway
Standard gauge, 20miles,

footplate experience, wine and dine.

Minehead, Somerset TA24 5BG.

Tel: 01643 704996.

Running: Nov 1-4.

EAST ANGLIA
BressinghamSteamMuseum
Narrow gauge, onemile.

Diss, Norfolk.

Tel: 01379 686900.

Running: Dec 1, 2, 8, 9, 15, 16, 21-24.

BureValley Railway
1ft 3in gauge, ninemiles,

footplate experience.

Aylsham, Norfolk.

Tel: 01263 733858.

Running: Sat + Nov 4, 11, 18.

ColneValley Railway
Standard gauge, onemile,

footplate experience, wine and dine.

Castle Hedingham, Essex.

Tel: 01787 461174.

Running: Dec 8, 9, 15, 16 21-23.

East Anglian RailwayMuseum
Standard gauge, ¼mile. Wakes Colne,

Essex. Tel: 01206 242524.

Open: Daily.

Mangapps Railway
Standard gauge, onemile.

near Burnham-on-Crouch, Essex.

Tel: 01621 784898.

Running: 2019.

Mid-Norfolk Railway
Standard gauge, 11½miles, footplate

experience. Dereham, Norfolk.

Tel: 01362 690633.

Running: Nov 23 - Dec 30 (Polar Express).

Mid-Suffolk Light Railway
Standard gauge, ½mile.

Brockford, Suffolk. Tel: 01449 766899.

Running: Dec 2, 8, 9, 15, 16.

NeneValley Railway
Standard gauge, 7½miles,

footplate experience. Wansford,

Peterborough, Cambs.

Tel: 01780 784444.

Running: Nov 10, 11, 17, 18.

NorthNorfolk Railway
Standard gauge, 5½miles,

footplate experience.

Sheringham, Norfolk

NR26 8RA.

Tel: 01263 820800.

Running:W/Es.

Wells &WalsinghamRailway
10¼in gauge, four miles.

Wells-next-the-Sea, Norfolk.

Tel: 01328 711630.

Running: Dec 8, 9, 15, 16, 21, 22.

Whitwell & ReephamRailway
Standard gauge, ¼mile.

Reepham, Norfolk.

Tel: 01603 871694.

Running: Steam first Sun ofmonth.

Carrying theGreatWestern livery itwasdelivered in, theValeofRheidolRailway’s 1923-built 2-6-2TNo. 8makesa fine sight
coupled to its trainof restoredGWRcarriages in thebeautiful Ceredigion scenery.VOR

HOME COUNTIES
Buckinghamshire
Railway Centre
Standard gauge, ¼mile,

footplate experience.

Quainton Road, Bucks.

Tel: 01296 655720

Open: Nov 4.

Running: 2019.

Chinnor&Princes
RisboroughRailway
Standard gauge, 3½miles.

Chinnor, Oxon.

Tel: 01844 353535.

Running: Dec 1, 2, 8, 9, 15, 16, 20, 22, 23,

29-31.

Cholsey&Wallingford
Railway
Standard gauge, 2½miles.

Wallingford, Oxon.

Tel: 01491 835067.

Running: Dec 8, 9, 15, 16, 22, 23.

Didcot Railway Centre
Standard gauge,

footplate experience.

Didcot, Oxon.

Tel: 01235 817200.

Open: W/Es.

Running: Dec 1, 2, 8, 9, 15, 16, 22, 23.

EppingOngar Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.

Ongar, Essex.

Tel: 01277 365200.

Running: Dec 1, 2, 8, 9, 15, 16, 21, 22, 23,

24, 27-30.

LeightonBuzzard Railway
2ft gauge, 2¾miles.

Leighton Buzzard, Beds.

Tel: 01525 373888.

Running: Nov 11.

MIDLANDS
Amerton Railway
2ft gauge, onemile.

Stowe-by-Chartley, Staffs.

Tel: 01785 850965.

Running: W/Es + sch hols.

Apedale Valley Railway
2ft gauge, ½mile.

Apedale, Newcastle-under-Lyme,

Staffs.

Tel: 0845 094 1953.

Running: Nov 10, 11.

BarrowHill Roundhouse
Standard gauge, ¼mile. Chesterfield,

Derbyshire. Tel: 01246 472450.

Open:W/Es.

Battlefield Line Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.

Shackerstone, Leics.

Tel: 01827 880754.

Running: Nov 3, 4, 11.

CambrianHeritage Railways
Standard gauge, ¾mile (Llynclys),

½mile (Oswestry), footplate experience,

Llynclys station & Oswestry station

(museum open Tues-Fri + running days).

Tel: 01691 728131.

Running: Dec 9 (Llynclys).

Nov 11 (Oswestry).

Chasewater Railway
Standard gauge, twomiles.

Walsall, West Midlands.

Tel: 01543 452623.

Running: Nov 4, 11.

Churnet Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 5¼miles,

footplate experience,

wine and dine.

Cheddleton, Staffs.

Tel: 01538 750755.

Running: Dec 1, 2, 5, 8, 9, 12, 15, 16, 19-23,

27, 30, 31.

Dean Forest Railway
Standard gauge, 4¼miles,

footplate experience.

Norchard, Lydney, Glos.

Tel: 01594 845840.

Running: Nov 4, 7, 11.

EcclesbourneValley Railway
Standard gauge, eight miles.

Wirksworth, Derbyshire.

Tel: 01629 823076.

Running: W/Es.

EveshamVale Railway
1ft 3in gauge, 1¼miles.

A46 north of Evesham,Worcs.

Tel: 01386 422282.

Running: W/Es + Nov 1, 2.

Foxfield Railway
Standard gauge, 5½miles.

Blythe Bridge, Staffs.

Running: Dec 1, 2, 8, 9, 15, 22, 23.

GloucestershireWarwickshire
Railway
Standard gauge, 14miles,

footplate experience.

Toddington, Glos.

Tel: 01242 621405.

Running: Dec 1, 2, 8, 9, 15, 16, 20-24,

26-31.

Great Central Railway
Standard gauge, eight miles.

Loughborough, Leics LE11 1RW.

Tel: 01509 632323.

Running:W/Es + Nov 5.

Great Central Railway
Nottingham
Standard gauge, 10miles.

Ruddington, Notts.

Tel: 0115 940 570.

Running: Nov 3.

MidlandRailway – Butterley
Standard gauge, 3½miles,

footplate experience,

wine and dine.

Ripley, Derbyshire.

Tel: 01773 570140.

Running: Sun +Nov 1-3, 10, 24.

Northampton&
Lamport Railway
Standard gauge, twomiles.

Pitsford, Northants.

Tel: 01604 820327.

Running: Nov 25.

Peak Rail
Standard gauge, four miles.

Matlock, Derbyshire.

Tel: 01629 580381.

Running: Nov 3, 4 10, 11.

Perrygrove Railway
1ft 3in gauge. B4228, Coleford,

Gloucestershire.

Tel: 01594 834991.

Running:W/Es, Tues, Thur.

Rocks by Rail
Standard gauge, ¼mile.

Cottesmore, Rutland.

Open: Sun, Tues, Thur.

Running: 2019.

Rudyard Lake Railway
10¼in gauge, 1½miles. Leek, Staffs.

Tel: 01995 672280.

Running: Nov 1-4.

Rushden TransportMuseum
Standard gauge, ¼mile.

Open:W/Es.

SevernValley Railway
Standard gauge, 16miles,

footplate experience.

Kidderminster,

Worcs DY10 1QR.

Tel: 01562 757900.

Running:W/Es + Nov 1, 2.

Sherwood Forest Railway
1ft 3in gauge, ¼mile.

Edwinstowe, Nottinghamshire.

Running: Daily.

UP & RUNNING
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TheDownpatrick&CountyDownRailway’s former
IrishSugarCompany (CómhluchtSiúicreÉireann)
Orenstein&Koppel 0-4-0T+WTNo. 1 is seen rounding
the curve from InchAbbeyStationona summer steam
service toDownpatrick.MORGAN YOUNG/DCDR

UP & RUNNING

Steeple Grange Light Railway
1ft 6in gauge, ½mile,

footplate experience.

Wirksworth, Derbyshire.

Running: Dec 15-16.

Telford SteamRailway
Standard gauge, onemile,

footplate experience.

Telford, Shropshire.

Email: sec@telfordsteamrailway.co.uk

Tel: 01952 503880.

Running: 2019.

NORTHWEST
East Lancashire Railway
Standard gauge, 12miles, footplate

experience. Bury, Lancs.

Tel: 01617 647790.

Running:W/Es.

EdenValley Railway
Standard gauge, twomiles.

Warcop, off A66,

Cumbria CA16 6PR

01768 342309.

Running: 2019.

Heaton Park Tramway
Standard gauge, ½mile.

Manchester.

Running: Suns pm.

Isle ofMan SteamRailway
3ft 6in gauge, 15½miles.

Douglas, Isle of Man.

Tel: 01624 662525.

Running: Nov 1-5.

Lakeside&Haverthwaite
Railway
Standard gauge, 3½miles.

near Ulverston, Cumbria.

Tel: 01539 531594.

Running: Dec 1, 2, 8, 9, 15, 16.

Ravenglass &
Eskdale Railway
1ft 3in gauge, sevenmiles.

Ravenglass, Cumbria.

Tel: 01229 717171.

Running: Nov 24, 25.

Ribble SteamRailway
Standard gauge, onemile.

Preston, Lancs. Tel: 01772 728800.

Running: Dec 1, 2, 8, 9, 15, 16, 22, 23.

Stainmore Railway
Standard gauge, ½mile.

Kirkby Stephen East Station,

Kirkby Stephen,

Cumbria CA17 4LA.

Open: W/Es.

Running: Dec 8.

West Lancashire Light Railway
2ft gauge. Hesketh Bank, Lancs.

Tel: 01772 815881.

Running: Dec 9, 15, 16, 22, 23.

NORTH EAST
AlnValley Railway
Standard gauge, ½mile.

Lionheart station, Alnwick,

Northumberland.

Running: Dec 8, 9, 12, 28-30.

Appleby Frodingham
Railway Preservation Society
Standard gauge, 15miles.

British Steel Steelworks, Scunthorpe.

Tel: 01652 657053.

Running: 2019.

Bowes Railway
Standard gauge, onemile.

Springwell, Tyne &Wear.

Tel: 01914 161847.

Open: Thur-Sat.

Cleethorpes Coast
Light Railway
1ft 3in gauge, twomiles.

Cleethorpes, North East Lincolnshire.

Tel: 01472 604657.

Running: Nov 3, 4, 10, 11, 17, 18.

Derwent Valley Railway
Standard gauge, ½mile. Murton Park,

Layerthorpe, York. Tel: 01904 489966.

Running: Dec 1, 2, 8, 9, 15, 16, 22, 23.

Elsecar Railway
Standard gauge, onemile. Footplate

experience. Elsecar, South Yorks.

Tel: 01226 746746. Open: Daily.

Running: Dec 8, 9, 15, 16, 27, 30.

Embsay&BoltonAbbey
SteamRailway
Standard gauge, five miles.

Embsay, North Yorks.

Running: Sun + Nov 10.

Keighley&WorthValley
Railway
Standard gauge, five miles,

footplate experience,

wine and dine.

Keighley, West Yorks BD22 8NJ.

Tel: 01535 645214.

Running: W/Es + Nov 1, 23.

Kirklees Light Railway
1ft 3in gauge, four miles.

Huddersfield, West Yorks.

Tel: 01484 865727.

Running: W/Es + Nov 1, 2.

Lincolnshire Coast
Light Railway
2ft gauge, ½mile.

Water Leisure Park, Walls Lane,

Skegness, Lincolnshire.

Running: 2019.

LincolnshireWolds Railway
Standard gauge, 1½miles.

Ludborough, Lincolnshire.

Tel: 01507 363881.

Open: Nov 18.

Running: Dec 8, 9, 15, 16.

Middleton Railway
Standard gauge, 1½miles.

Hunslet, Leeds.

Tel: 0113 271 0320.

Running: Dec 1, 2, 8, 9, 15, 16, 22-24.

North Tyneside Railway
Standard gauge, twomiles.

North Shields. Tel: 0191 200 7106

Running: Nov 1, 4.

North YorkshireMoors
Railway
Standard gauge, 18miles,

wine and dine.

Grosmont, North Yorks.

Tel: 01751 472508.

Running: Nov 1-4.

South Tynedale Railway
2ft gauge, 5 miles. Alston, Cumbria.

Tel: 01434 382828/381696.

Running: Dec 1, 2, 8, 9, 15, 16.

Tanfield Railway
Standard gauge, threemiles.

near Gateshead, Tyne andWear.

Tel: 01913 887545.

Running: Suns + Nov 24.

Weardale Railway
Standard gauge, 18miles.

Stanhope, Bishop Auckland,

Co Durham.

Tel: 01388 526203.

Running: 2019.

Wensleydale Railway
Standard gauge, 22miles.

Leeming Bar, North Yorkshire.

Tel: 0845 450 5474.

Running: Dec 20, 21.

YorkshireWolds Railway
Standard gauge, 300ft.

Fimber, East Yorkshire YO25 3HG.

Tel: 01377 338053.

Running: 2019.

WALES
Bala Lake Railway
2ft gauge, 4½miles. Llanuwchllyn,

Gwynedd. Tel: 01678 540666.

Running: Nov 1, 3.

Barry Tourist Railway
Standard gauge, twomiles. Barry Island,

Glamorgan. Tel: 01446 748816.

Running: Nov 5 (evening).

BreconMountain Railway
2ft gauge, 3½miles.

Merthyr Tydfil, Glamorgan.

Tel: 01685 722988.

Running: Nov 1, 3, 4.

Corris Railway
2ft 3in gauge, ¾mile. Corris, Machynlleth.

Tel: 01654 761303.

Running: Dec 8, 9.

Fairbourne Railway
12¼in gauge, twomiles. Fairbourne,

Gwynedd. Tel: 01341 250362.

Running: Nov 1-4.

Ffestiniog Railway
2ft gauge, 13½miles, Porthmadog,

Gwynedd. Tel: 01766 516000.

Running: Sat + Nov 1, 2, 4, 7, 8, 14, 15,

21, 22.

Gwili Railway
Standard gauge, 4 miles.

Bronwydd Arms, Carmarthenshire.

Tel: 01267 238213.
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Beamish

County Durham. The Living Museum of

the North. Open: Daily.

Col Stephens RailwayMuseum

Tenterden Station, Kent. Open: W/Es.

Tel: 01580 765155.

Conwy Valley RailwayMuseum

Betws-y-Coed, Conwy. Open: Daily.

Tel: 01690 710568.

Crewe Heritage Centre

Vernon Way, Crewe. Open: W/Es + B/H.

Tel: 01270 212130.

Head of Steam

North Road Station, Darlington.

Open: Tues-Sun. Tel: 01325 460532.

MuseumOf Scottish Railways
Bo’ness. Open: Daily.

Tel: 01506 825855.

Irchester NarrowGauge
RailwayMuseum
Near Wellingborough, Northants.

Open: Suns. Tel: 01604 675368.

Kidderminster RailwayMuseum
Kidderminster, Worcs. Open: SVR

operating days. Tel: 01562 825316.

Locomotion: The National
RailwayMuseum, Shildon
Co Durham. Open: Daily.

Tel: 01388 777999.

London Transport Museum
Covent Garden Piazza.

Open: Daily.

Tel: 0207 379 6344.

Manchester Museum of
Science & Industry
Castlefield, Manchester.

Open: Daily.

Tel: 0161 832 2244.

National RailwayMuseum
Leeman Road, York. Open: Daily.

Tel: 01904 621261.

Penrhyn Castle Industrial
RailwayMuseum
Bangor, Gwynedd. Open: Daily.

Rail Story
Ingrow, West Yorks. Open: Daily.

Tel: 01535 680425.

Shillingstone Station
Shillingstone, Dorset.

Open: Sat, Sun and Wed.

Tel: 01258 860696.

Somerset & Dorset Railway Trust
Washford, Somerset. Open: Weekends.

Tel: 01984 640869.

STEAM –Museum of the GWR
Swindon, Wilts. Open: Daily.

Tel: 01793 466646.

St Albans South Signalbox &
Museum
St Albans City station. Tel: 01727 863131.

Ulster Folk & Transport Museum
Cultra, Co Down. Open: Tues-Sun.

West Cumberland
RailwayMuseum
St Bees, Cumbria. Open: Monthly,

dates as per Facebook entry or email

petergrooke@btinternet.com

Yeovil Railway Centre
Yeovil Junction, Somerset.

RailwayMuseums

Running: Nov 1-4.

Llanberis Lake Railway
2ft gauge, threemiles. Llanberis,

Gwynedd. Tel: 01286 870549.

Running: Tue, Wed, Thur + Nov 1-3.

Llangollen Railway
Standard gauge, 10miles, footplate

experience, wine and dine.

Llangollen, Denbighshire.

Tel: 01978 860979.

Running: Nov 3, 4.

Pontypool &Blaenavon
Railway
Standard gauge, twomiles.

Blaenavon, Torfaen.

Tel: 01495 792263.

Running: Dec 1, 2, 8, 9, 15, 16, 22, 23.

RhiwValley Railway
1ft 3in gauge, ¾mile, footplate

experience.

Manafon, nr Welshpool, Powys.

Running: 2019.

RhylMiniature Railway
1ft 3in gauge. Rhyl, NorthWales.

Running: 2019.

SnowdonMountain Railway
800mmgauge, 4½miles.

Llanberis, Gwynedd.

Tel: 01286 870223.

Running: May 2019.

Talyllyn Railway
2ft 3in gauge, 7½miles, footplate

experience. Tywyn, Gwynedd.

Tel: 01654 710472.

Open: Daily.

Running: Nov 1-3.

Teifi Valley Railway
2ft gauge, ½mile. Henllan, Ceredigion

SA44 5TD. Tel: 01559 371077.

Running: 2019.

Vale of Rheidol Railway
2ft gauge, 11¾miles.

Aberystwyth, Ceredigion.

Tel: 01970 625819.

Running: Nov 1, 2, 4.

WelshHighland
Heritage Railway
2ft gauge, onemile.

Porthmadog, Gwynedd.

Tel: 01766 513402.

Running: Nov 1-3.

WelshHighlandRailway
2ft gauge, 26miles.

Caernarfon, Gwynedd.

Tel: 01766 516000.

UP & RUNNING

Running: 2019.

Leadhills &
WanlockheadRailway
2ft gauge, onemile.

Leadhills, South Lanarkshire.

Tel: 0141 556 1061.

Running: Dec 2, 3.

Royal Deeside Railway
Standard gauge, onemile.

Milton of Crathes,

Kincardineshire.

Running: Nov 24, 25.

Scottish Industrial
Railway Centre
Standard gauge, ½mile.

Dunaskin, Dalmellington Road (A713),

Waterside, Ayrshire.

Running: 2019.

LothalmondRailwayMuseum
Standard gauge, ½mile.

Scottish Vintage Bus Museum,

Lothalmond, nr Dunfermline.

Running: 2019.

Strathspey Railway
Standard gauge, 10miles. Aviemore,

Inverness-shire.

Tel: 01479 810725.

Running: Nov 24, 25.

IRELAND
Cavan& LeitrimRailway
3ft gauge, ½mile.

Dromod, County Leitrim.

Tel: 00353 71 9638599.

Open: Sat-Mon.

Downpatrick&
CountyDownRailway
Standard gauge,

four miles,

footplate experience.

Downpatrick, County Down.

Tel: 028 4461 5779

Running: DecW/Es - except 30.

Giant’s Causeway&
Bushmills Railway
3ft gauge, twomiles.

Bushmills, County Antrim.

Tel: 0282 073 2844.

Running: 2019.

StradballyWoodland
Railway
3ft gauge, ½mile.

Stradbally, County Laois.

Running: 2019.

Waterford&
Suir Valley Railway
3ft gauge, six miles.

Kilmeadan,

CountyWaterford.

Tel: 00353 384058.

Running: Dec 1, 2, 8, 9, 12, 15, 16, 21-23.

West Clare Railway
3ft gauge. Moyasta Junction,

Co Clare.

Open: 2019.

Running: Sats + Nov 1, 2, 4, 7, 8, 14, 15,

21, 22.

Welshpool & Llanfair
Light Railway
2ft 6in gauge, eight miles, footplate

experience.

Llanfair Caereinion, Powys.

Tel: 01938 810441.

Running: Nov 1-4.

SCOTLAND
AlmondValley Railway
2ft 6in gauge, ¼mile. Livingston,

West Lothian. Tel: 01506 414957.

Running: W/Es.

Bo’ness &Kinneil Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.

Bo’ness, West Lothian.

Tel: 01506 822298. Open: Nov 10, 11.

Running: Nov 3, 4.

Caledonian Railway
Standard gauge, four miles.

Brechin, Angus. Tel: 01356 622992.

Running: Dec 9, 15, 16, 22, 23.

Invergarry& Fort Augustus
Railway
Standard gauge, ¼mile. Invergarry station,

South Laggan PH34 4EA.

Running: 2019.

Keith&DufftownRailway
Standard gauge, 11miles.

Dufftown, Banffshire.

The information in this list was correct at the timeof going to press.We strongly advise that you confirm
detailswith the railway concerned.

Theattractiveblue liveryofGERY140-6-0No. 564 is seen togoodeffect as it approachesWeybourneat thebottomofDead
Man’sHill on theNorthNorfolkRailwayon June26, 2018with12.10pmSheringhamtoHolt service. PAUL BIGGS
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STAY A WHILE

FOR SALE

WEST SOMERSET

HEREFORDSHIRE

WORTH VALLEY

CUMBRIA

CORNWALL FFESTINIOG/WHR

NORTH YORK MOORS

KENT & EAST SUSSEX
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Rowden Mill Station, Bredenbury, Herefordshire, HR7 4TG www.rowdenmillstation.uk 01885 482101

Rowden Mill Station
Rowden Mill Station is set in the wonderful rolling countryside of North Herefordshire.

WHETHERyouwantaquiet retreat in

a setting fromyesteryearor abase for

your visits to the surrounding townsand

countryside, RowdenMill Station is a

great choice.

Meticulously renovated, the station

buildingsareoutwardly exactly as

originallybuilt,while the interiorof the

buildingsare converted toanexacting

standard forpracticalmodern living.

Sleeping four in theStationbuilding

anda further twoguests in theParcel

Office, the canopyover theplatform

providesgreat alfrescodiningand

relaxingviewsover theWallHills.

Thehistoricmarket townofBromyard

isonly a five-minutedriveawayoffering

supermarket, delicatessen,butchers and

bakeriespluspubs, cinema, theatre, post

office andbanks.

The station is excellentlypositioned to

explore theMalvernHills and theWye

River valley, aswell as thehistoric town

ofHerefordand the‘BlackandWhite’

villagesaroundLeominster.

For thosewhowould like to sample

the fine foodanddrinkofHerefordshire,

this is an ideal place todiscover thecider

andperrymaking trails.

RowdenMill Station iswithin35

minutesof Ludlowandonlyhalf-an-

hour away fromWorcester and theM5.

TheSevernValleyRailway, the

Gloucestershire-Warwickshire and the

DeanForestHeritageRailway lines are

allwithinonehour’sdrive.

A WHILESTAY A
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for the next issue
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November 1



KEY■Major or featured galas ■ Diesel and/or electric galas ■ Thomas or family event

TOCOMPLEMENTthewritten

word,we’readdingvideofootage

toourwebsite.Towatchtheclips,

scantheQRcode(below)withyour

smartdeviceorgoto: https://www.

heritagerailway.co.uk/category/

video/

Recentlyaddedclips include:

■BAHAMASATTYSELEY

Takea lookat themoment

No.45596Bahamas returnedto

steamafter itsoverhaul.

■GARRATTMAKINGTHEGRADE

Enjoyanexhilaratingridebehind

Ffestiniog&WelshHighland

RailwaysGarrattNo.87onthe

climbupfrom

Caernarfonto

Dinas inanopen

carriage, shot

duringthe line’s

Super-Power

gala (seep54).

FILMEXTRA?

Recallinga charmingbygoneera, 4FNo. 44392headsa trainof threeBRSuburban carriagesaround the curveatMytholmeson theKeighley&WorthValleyRailwayon
September23. Theberrieson the treeon the rightprovidea reminder the season is about to change.ANDREWDENNISON

November’s varied line-up
THEmonthofNovemberbrings

a smallernumberof events, but

nevertheless there is a surprising

amountof variety for steamanddiesel

aficionadosalike.

Kickingoffwithwhatpromises tobe

awonderful sightof twoCaledonian

Railway locomotives together,with their

charmingappearanceandcolourful

blue liveries, theBo’ness&Kinneil

Railway'sgalawouldappear tobea

‘must attend’event for steamfans.

Threeweeks later, theGreatCentral’s

LastHurrahof theSeasongala is sure to

beapopulardraw, althoughdetails of

the line-up remained tobeconfirmedas

this issuewent topress.

DMUswill be in the spotlight at the

East Lancs’ScenicRailcarWeekend,with

an intensive timetableofferingplenty

ofopportunities to sample thedifferent

units andstopoff along the friendly line.

TheweekendofNovember2-4brings

a sortof‘two inone’event at theSouth

DevonRailway,when it hosts itsDiesel

Gala, aswell as commemorating the last

BR (W)passenger train to runon the

scenicbranch.

Tomark this 60thanniversary, the

SDR is runninga special steam-hauled

serviceonSaturday,November3,

leavingBuckfastleighat7.58pmand

returning fromTotnesat the same time

as the last traindid60years ago. It’ll

arrive inBuckfastleighat9.21pm.

Among thehome fleet expected to

beperforming for thediesel event are

BRSulzerType2 (Class 25)D7612, BRCW

Type3‘Crompton’(Class 33)D6501,

0-6-0DEshunter (Class 09)D3721and

‘Bubblecar’single railcarW55000.

West SomersetRailway-basedBR

diesel hydraulicType1 (Class 14)D9526

will be joinedby theDartmouthSteam

Railway’s BRSulzerType2 (Class 25)

D7535,which last visited theSDR in

2014.

Thecentenaryof theFirstWorldWar

Armistice is alsobeing rememberedat

theApedaleValleyRailway, theGreat

Central Railwayand theLynton&

BarnstapleRailway.

10,11:KirkleesLightRailway:DaysOut
withThomas■

10,11:GreatWarGreatCentral■
TeamingupwithQuornLocalHistoryGroup,

theGCRwill display04No. 63601anda

WarflatwagoncarryingaFirstWorldWar

tank.Other attraction include talks, displays,

re-enactors andavintage shuttlebus to the

village.

17,18:GreatCentralRailway: Last
Hurrahof theSeason■
The final chanceof theyear toenjoyaGCR

Galabefore the festive season.

24,25:NationalExhibitionCentre:
WarleyModelRailwayExhibition

RAILWAYANA

November
17: LacyScott&Knight,BurySt
Edmunds

17:GWRailwayana,Pershore

18:GreatCentral Railwayana tickets,

central London

SPECIAL EVENTS

November
2-4:Bo’ness&Kinneil Railway:
CaldedonianReunionGala■
TwoCaledonianRailway-liveried locomotives

will bea finea sight,withvisitingNo. 828 from

Strathspey joiningnewlyoverhauled resident

0-4-4TNo. 419.

2-4: SouthDevonRailway:DieselGala
■■

Thehome fleetwill be joinedbyaClass14

D9526 fromWest SomersetRailwayandClass

25D7535 fromtheDartmouthSteamRailway.

3,4: East LancsRailway:ScenicRailcar
Weekend■■

An intensiveall-DMUtimetable, helpingyou

to rideandphotograph theunits.

3,4: LappaValleyRailway: Steam
Extravaganza■
Aspecial intensive timetable, runninguntil

midnighton theSaturday. 15in-, 10¼in- and

7¼in-gauge lines inoperation–plus full-size

andminiature tractionengines in steam.

4:WestLancashireLightRailway:
Children inNeed■

11: Lynton&BarnstapleRailway:
RemembranceSunday■
The railwayhonours the sacrificesof the fallen

ofpastwarswitha serviceof remembrance,

includinga two-minute silenceat 11am.

10,11:ApedaleValleyRailway:World
WarOneArmisticeCentenary■
Thosewhosacrificed somuch foruswill be

honouredat theStaffordshire2ft-gauge line,

whichhasa fine collectionof FirstWorldWar

rolling stock.

Catch up with the latest

news, views and great

features every four weeks.

Issue 248 is out on

November 16, 2018.
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THE MONTH AHEAD






