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“If it works, why
fix it – or why

throw a spanner
in the works?”

This is oneof themost importantphotographs in thehistoryof railwaypreservation,whichhashit dizzynewheightswith the restorationof thegroundedbodyof

pioneerNERpetrol-electric railcarNo. 3170,built in1903andwhich last ran88years ago, to fullworkingorder, completewith thenewestdiesel engine type tobe

built inBritain.Ashighlighted in issue244, this ground-breakingvehicle,whichalsohasa trailer, is thedefinitivemissing linkbetween the steamage (in the formof

railmotors) andmodern traction, as representedbydiesel andelectric railcars andDMUsandEMUs,which formthebackboneofpassenger trainson today’snetwork.

Seenundergoingbreaking testson theEmbsay&BoltonAbbeyRailwayonSeptember5, the culminationof thisproject is amonument to thevisionof acclaimed

vintage carriage restorer StephenMiddletonand the sterlingeffortsof theNER1903ElectricAutocar Trust. This historically-priceless vehicle is set toenter serviceon

the line in lateOctober.ALAN CHANDLER/NER 1903 ELECTRIC AUTOCAR TRUST.
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Safety and security
must come first
D

URINGmy twodecades in railway journalism,

conflicts between the requirements of rails and

the ambitions of cyclepath promoters have

oftenbeen vexed issues, the latestmanifestation

being the controversy over the use of the footbridge

that linksTotnes to the SouthDevonRailway’sTotnes

(Riverside) terminus and the town’smagnificent rare

breeds farmnext door that, as an animal lover, is the

finest of its type I have ever seen.

So far the railway has refused to allow the

footbridge tobecomepart of a long-distance

cyclepath stretching across southern England from

the Kent coast to southCornwall,

and it has comeunder a barrage of

criticism from local politicians at all

levels for taking this stance.

There are two factors at play

here. Firstly, the footbridgewould

need tobeopen24hours a day. So

whowouldbe funding the cost of

additional security at the station

and the farmpark?

Two years ago, I presented theHeritage Railway

Association’s InterpretationAward,which this

magazine sponsors, to this railway for the creation

of this station, usingbuildings saved fromclosed

GWR stations across the former Swindon empire.

Uninformed visitorswould never guess in amillion

years thatwhile everything they see there is genuine,

nothing is new, but rebuilt onwhatwas once an

emptymuddygreenfield site.

Sadly, ourmagazine regularly carries stories about

vandalismof heritage railwaybuildings and rolling

stock,which in far toomany cases endswithout

the culprits being caught or givenmeaningful

punishment as a deterrent to others. I’m all in favour
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of green transport, but it should never be at the cost

of our heritage. At themoment the sites accessedby

that bridge are secured at night, andmust remain so.

Secondly, according to the recommended

measurements inwhat else but a document by

cyclepath organisation Sustrans, the current bridge

is far toonarrow tobe sharedbyboth cyclists and

pedestrians.What happens in the event of a cyclist

hittingwalkers and causing injury?Who is liable for

compensation?Whowillmeet bridgeowner the

railway’s insurance costs and liabilities?Don’t all rush

at once.

I have extensively read the local

media’s coverage of this issue.

The railway is beingpainted in a

negative light, andhas evenbeen

accusedof‘dividing the community’,

i.e.Totnes and the village of

Littlehempston to the north. Erm,

er… I have always assumed that

these communitieswere or are

already‘divided’by the RiverDart, which passes

between them.

Theother and sensible alternative here is to build

a second river crossing for the cycleway at a cost

of £500,000,which, of course, austerity-hit local

authorities cannot afford at present and arewhinging

about it.Yet, if the cyclepath is to bring themajor

benefits toTotnes that its proponents claim, surely

this should be seen as a justifiable investment?

The railway and the farmpark are doing very nicely

without an unnecessary burdenbeing imposedon

them, and they are both treasuredgemsof the local

tourist economy. If it works,why fix it – orwhy throwa

spanner in theworks?
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A UNIQUE loan visit – that of a Swiss rack railway steam locomotive to the

SnowdonMountain Railway – was taking place throughout September. The

Brienz Rothorn Bahn’s No.2, which was built in the same workshops as the

Snowdon steam fleet more than 125 years ago, was giving passengers four

free trips a day from Llanberis to Waterfall Halt after making the 900-mile

journey from its home in the Alps. The visit, which as previously reported

has been in the planning stage for several months, was organised with

the help of the Switzerland Travel Centre. No.2 is seen at Llanberis next to

Snowdon’s ‘sister’ No.3Wyddfa. SMR

Thegallopers fromtheopening

sequenceof ITV’sVanity Fairwill

beworkingat theTyseley50th

anniversaryopenweekend.VT

Vintage Trains gets TOC status
ByCedricJohns

VINTAGETrains, theTyseleyLocomotive

Works-basedrailtourpromoter,hasbeen

grantedTrainOperatingCompanystatus.

OnSeptember5,aspokesmanfor

theOfficeofRail&Roadconfirmed

that theoperating licencehadbeen

granted,enablingthecompanytorun

apassengerserviceofexpresssteam

trainswithPullmandiningonthe

nationalnetwork.

Thestatushascome,aftermonthsof

discussions,meetingsandfundraising

viaashare issue,asa tremendousboost

toVintageTrains’chairmanMichael

Whitehouse,whoseaspirationshave

beennotonly toseerailtoursdeparting

fromWarwickRoadonceagain,but tobe

able toplanandrunVintageTrains’main

lineoperations in itsownright.

AVintageTrainsstatementsaid:

“GainingTOCstatus is thestartofan

exciting journeytodevelopTyseley into

acentreofexcellence intherunningand

ongoingpreservationofsteamonthe

main line for futuregenerations toenjoy

and inturn,maintain theheritageskills

requiredtodoso.

“Thestoryalso includessignificant

engagementwiththe localcommunity

inBirminghamandtheWestMidlands

and investment in theTyseley

LocomotiveWorks infrastructure.”

The lastVintageTrains’excursion,

‘TheChristmasWhiteRose’, a trip from

Tyseley’sWarwickRoadplatformtoYork

viaTamworth,Burton-on-Trentand

Chesterfield,wasworkedbyCastleclass

4-6-0No.5043EarlofMountEdgcumbe

onSaturday,December16.

That tripninemonthsagomarkedthe

endofVintageTrains’associationwith

trainoperatorWestCoastRailways,which

hadwithdrawnitsoperatingservices

becauseof‘crewshortages.’It alsomarked

theendofVintageTrains’railtourbusiness

prior togettingtheTOClicence.

Thesituation firedthecompany’s

determinationtoreturntothemain

lineandcontrol itsowndestiny, leading

tothe formationof theVintageTrains

CommunityBenefitSociety&Train

OperatingCompanysetupto finance

there-emergenceofsteamhauled

trainsonthemain line, thedevelopment

ofsupportingmanagement teams,

a trafficdepartmentandenhanced

engineeringcapabilities.

Atargetof raising£800,000 in

shareholdingswasset– inminimums

of£500£1shares–whichwasrequired

byMay31toensurethesuccessof

thepromotion.

Sincethen,additional shareshavebeen

onofferover the followingsix-month

periodendingNovember30.

Michaeldescribed itas“the firstpublic

shareoffer inanewBritishmain line

railwaycompanyforover100years.”

Amajorprioritywillbethetaskof

organisingand implementingmain

linecertification forTyseley’s flagship

WR4-6-0No.7029ClunCastle,which

wasduetobe insteamat thenewTOC’s

media launchonSeptember18.

Withanother twoCastlesandHallon

Tyseley’sbooks, the future forVintage

Trains looksbrightplusofcourse,

theagreementreachedwiththe8P

LocomotiveTrust that theunique

three-cylinder4-6-2No.71000Dukeof

Gloucesterwillbecomeavailablewhen its

currentoverhaulatTyseley iscompleted.

VintageTrainshasalsoconfirmed

thathighly respectedsteamdriver

RayChurchill,whoretired fromWest

CoastRailway inApril2016aftera railway

careerspanning59yearsbeginningat

Bescotshed in1957,hascomeoutof

retirement to joinVintageTrainsLimited

asasteamdriver.

Thecompanysaid:“Hewill alsobe

instrumental in the instructionof thenext

generationofdrivers.”Ray lives locally,

near theSevernValleyRailway.

Earl of Mount Edgcumbe
farewell at open day
TYSELEY’S50thanniversaryopen

weekendofSeptember29-30will see

Castle4-6-0No.5043EarlofMount

Edgcumbesteaming inpublic for the last

timebefore its10-yearoverhaul.

It isable tosteamontheoccasion

after somerepairswereundertaken in

theworkshops.

As reported lastmonth, thehigh-profile

eventwill seeaunique line-upof four

Castles– theothersbeingNo.7029Clun

Castle,No.5080Defiantandtheto-be-

restoredNo.7027ThornburyCastle.

Itwill alsoseethereturntosteamof

Keighley&WorthValleyRailway-based

LMSJubilee4-6-0No.45596Bahamas,

following itsoverhaul in theTyseley

workshops,andanappearancebytwo

itemsof traction fromtheformerSutton

MiniatureRailway,4-4-2No.2SuttonFlyer

andthe line’sGWRrailcar. Inactionona

15ingauge linewillbe formerFairbourne

Railway flagship4-4-2CountLouisand

therewill alsobea10¼ingauge line in

operationandadisplayof7¼ingauge

locomotives fromtheGreatCockrow

Railway,which isalsocelebrating its50th

anniversary,as featured in issue244.

AWestMidlandsTrainsClass172unit

willbedisplayed,aswillbetwosteam

roadrollers togetherwithshowman’s

engineRepulseandanorgan, inaddition

tosteamgallopers that feature in the

titlesequenceof thenewITVperiod

dramatisationofVanityFair.

‘Number 9’ set to steam for another year as plan fails
THEplannedstaticdisplay retirement

of JohnCameron’sLNERA4Pacific

No.60009UnionofSouthAfrica looksset

tobepostponedforat least12months

followingreports that theplanning

application forhisproposedrailway

museumandvisitorcentreonhis sheep

farmnearKilconquharhasbeenrejected

byFifeCouncil.

Johnhadhopedthat thebuilding

wouldhavebeencompleted intimefor

theA4’s retirement fromthemain line

next July, thusallowingtheA4togoon

displayalongsidehisother locomotive,

K42-6-0No.61994TheGreatMarquess

andsupportcoachBSKNo.35486.

New home at theMoors?
It is understood thatoneof the issues

that FifeCouncil has is that there

is already theMuseumofScottish

Railways locatedatBo’ness,making

it difficult to justifygivingplanning

permission for a similarmuseum.

Withworkyet tostartat John’s

BalbathieFarm, it isnowimpossible for

anysuchmuseumtobecompleted

bynextsummer, forcingalternative

arrangements tobemadefor

both locomotives.

SourcesclosetotheA4havesaidthat

negotiationswiththeNorthYorkshire

MoorsRailwayareunderwaywitha

viewtoNo.60009beingbasedthere for

at least12months, commencingfrom

next July.TheK4 iscurrentlyondisplayat

Bo’nessandthisarrangement isexpected

tobeextendedbyasimilarperiod.

John’sdecisiontobaseboth

locomotivesathis farmhasdividedthe

enthusiastcommunity,withmanysaying

that,althoughtheyaredisappointedat

thedecision, theyrespecthis right todo

ashewisheswithhisproperty.

Split opinions
Others,however,havebeenrathermore

vocal in theirdisapproval, claimingthat

itwouldbebetter if the locomotives

weresoldtosomeonewhowouldreturn

themtothemain line.However, John

hassaidonnumerousoccasions that it

isnotaquestionofmoney,butadesire

tocommemoratehisachievements in

both farmingandrailwaysbywayofa

museumandvisitorcentre.
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It couldbea typical

shed scene from60

yearsormoreago:

inside theDidcot

RailwayCentre shed,

repatriatedGWR4-6-0

No. 4079Pendennis

Castle standson

August29, seemingly

beingprepared

for a ‘Cheltenham

SpaExpress’. The

locomotive,whichwas

bought fromthe late

SirWilliamMcAlpine

byAustralianmining

companyHamersley

Iron in1977,was

repatriated in2000

andhandedover to

theGreatWestern

Society. Its restoration

tomain line condition

is continuing.

JACK BOSKETT

Unveiled in steam: LMSPrincessCoronation4-6-2No. 6233DuchessofSutherland in its

newcrimson lake liveryoutside itsWest ShedhomeonSeptember9.ROBIN JONES

BettonGrangeboiler complete: hopes for steaming in spring2019
ByPaulAppleton

WORKontherestorationof the

boiler fromformer‘Barry10’No.7927

WillingtonHall,which is tobeused in

there-creationofaCollettGrange,

isalmostcompleteatTyseley

LocomotiveWorks,aroundthree

monthsbehindschedule.

Thedelayhasbeenduetothe

requirement foranewfront taper

section,whichhadnotoriginally

beenenvisaged,alongwiththe

deliveryof thetoolingtoallowit tobe

correctlyalignedwithandfixedtothe

remainderof theoriginalboiler.

It isplannedtodisplay thefinished

boiler in the framesofnew-build

4-6-0No.6880BettonGrangeat

Tyseley’sSeptember29/30open

weekend.AlthoughBettonGrange

haspreviouslybeendisplayedwith

thecosmetically restoredboiler from

No.5952CoganHall,which isalso in

thegroup’sownership, thiswillbethe

first timeNo.6880hasappeared in

publicwiththeboiler it is intendedto

operatewith.

Push to raise final £70k
Originally, itwashoped tohave the

completedboilerdelivered to its

LlangollenRailwaybase in lateMay,

but a changeofplan sawthe chassis

delivered toTyseley in late June so

that theboiler couldbe test-fitted

thereandany snags sortedbefore

moving it back toNorthWales.

Followingnewsof thedelay, itwas

thenplanned tomove thepartially

reassembled locomotiveback to

Llangollen inNovember. It is now

possible that furtherworkwill be

undertakenatTyseleybefore the

locomotive returns to its homebase

in spring2019, ready for its first

steaming there.

A spokesman for theowninggroup

said:“Thedelay is unfortunateaswe

hadhoped to steamNo.6880by the

endof this year, but thenewboiler

barrel sectionwasunforeseen, as can

happenwhen restoring steam-age

equipment.Weneed tomake sure

everythingworksproperlybeforewe

start thinkingof lighting it up for the

first time.”

➜Meanwhile, the society’s Final

Pushappeal to raise the remaining

£70,000 tofinish the locomotive

standsat £30,000,with£40,000 left

to raisebefore it canbe steamed,

with several parts available for

sponsorship.Visitwww.6880.co.uk

fordetails ofparts available for

sponsorshipandhowtobecome

amember, or to support theFinal

Pushappeal.

PRINCESSCoronation4-6-2No. 6233

DuchessofSutherland is back in steam–

andalso in its original LMScrimson lake

livery tomark its 80thbirthday.

Following thecompletionof amajor

overhaul, a special‘roll outday’washeld

onSunday, September9at the iconic

1938-built locomotive’sbase– theWest

Shedat theMidlandRailway-Butterley.

Over the last ninemonths, the former

Butlin’sHeadsofAyrholiday campand

BressinghamMuseumlocomotivehas

receiveda full boiler overhaul,with

themajorworkbeing the retubing

of 129 small tubesand replacing the

40 large flue tubes, at a total costof

around£150,000.Thevastmajorityof

theworkhasbeencarriedout in-house

by thePrincessRoyalClass Locomotive

Trust’s four full-timeengineerswith the

assistanceof volunteers.

Thenew liveryhasbeenhandpainted

and includes real gold leaf for the lining.

The locomotivewaspainted in

crimson lakewhen itwas first restored

by the trust in2001. Since then, it has

also carried Ivattblack livery andmost

recentlyBRgreen, followingavoteby

trustmembers.

No. 6233 is set to return to themain

linewith its first outingbeingat the

SevernValleyRailway’s September20-23

autumnsteamgala.

Pre-Christmasmain line trips
After alsoappearingat theSwanage

Railway’sOctober12-14autumngala,

theDuchess is set towork severalmain

line tripsprior toChristmas.Afterwards,

itwill return to theWest Shed inearly

2019 toundergopre-plannedwinter

maintenance, including thenecessary

replacementof the tyres.As this task

needs tobecarriedoutbya specialist

contractor, itwasnotpossible todo

it during the recentoverhauldue to

timing issues.

Theapproximatecost to re-tyre the

locomotive is around£50,000, and the

trust is launchinga fundraisingappeal to

help towards this cost.

➜Donations canbemade toThe

PrincessRoyal Class LocomotiveTrust

atwww.prclt.co.uk/donations-and-

sponsorship.htmlorbypost toThe

PrincessRoyalClass LocomotiveTrust,

TheWest Shed, POBox6233, Ripley,

DE54AD.

Duchess of Sutherland is back in its birthday suit!

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. Heritagerailway.co.uk 7



Great Central pays tribute
to ‘legend’ MD Bill Ford
ByRobin Jones

THEGreat Central Railway has paid

tribute to its formermanagingdirector

Bill Ford,whodied at the ageof 81 on

Sunday, September 2, after losing a

longbattle against illness.

Under the banner headline of

‘Leader and legend1937-2018,’the

GCR’swebsite andRailMail bulletin

said:“The very sadnewsof Bill Ford’s

passing on Sunday has nodoubt

already reached somanyof our friends

and supporters.

“Bill was instrumental in the railway’s

development from the earliest days of

preservation. His involvement began in

1975, culminating the following year in

the formation ofGreat Central Railway

plc to buy the track – otherwise British

Railwayswere adamant that it be lifted

at the start of the followingweek.

Incredible energy
“Bill’s financial support, business

acumen andpersonal reputation at

that timewere crucial in the survival of

the embryonic preservation scheme.

“In later years of course, Bill took to

activemanagement of the railway, after

returning in 2003 following the death

ofDavid Clarke, our benefactor for the

previous quarter-century.

“Especially in the first few years after

2003, the railwaywas in a‘delicate’state

to say the least and the fact that GCR is

now in thepremier league of heritage

railways is testimony to Bill’s incredible

energy and leadership.

“Hewill be greatlymissedby the

wholeGCR family. Our thoughts are

verymuchwith Bill’s family at this

difficult time.”

Bill, whowas born in Leicester,

worked in the Seventies asUnilever’s

headof automotive industries, leading

aworkforce of 11,000while still finding

the time to set up theGCR.

In September 2016he cited health

reasons for his decision to standdown

from the railway. At the time, he said:

“I amproud to havebeen at theGCR

for somany years, duringwhich time

wehave seen theGCRgrow into oneof

the finest heritage railways in theUK.

The re-erection of the bridgeover the

main line has been an ambition for over

20 years and I amdelighted that it has

finally been secured and themoney

raised onmywatch.”

His successor as chief executive, Andy

Munro, resigned for family reasons after

less than a year in the job.

Severalmonths before his death, Bill

sawhis autobiography, A Life on Fire:

Bill Ford’s Story, publishedbyA Life on

Fire Limited in Loughborough.

Parliamentarian praise
The forewordwaswritten by local

ConservativeMPNickyMorgan, the

former Secretary of State for Education

andMinister forWomenand Equalities.

Shewrote:“It is too easy to dismiss

GCR employees, volunteers and

supporters as amateur heritage railway

enthusiasts andmiss the fact that they

are now running a thrivingbusiness

and tourist attractionwhose success

is vitally important to the economic

story of our corner of Leicestershire.

The fact that transformationhappened

is due, in large part, to the enormous

contributionmade to theGCR’s history

by Bill Ford.”

Aswe closed for press, nodetails

of funeral arrangements had

been announced.

New-build P2 boiler: two-thirds there!
THEproject tobuildnewGresleyP2

2-8-2No. 2007PrinceofWaleshas raised

more than two-thirdsof themoney

needed tobuild theboiler.

BuilderTheA1SteamLocomotive

Trust’sTheBoilerClub,whichwas

launched inOctober2014,nowhas

morethan160memberswhohaveeach

donatedorpledged£2000.

Thetrust issuedan invitationtotender

tomanufacturePrinceofWales’boiler to

morethan10organisations in theUK

andoverseasandhas receivedseveral

proposalsandexpressionsof interest.

Thetrustwill reviewtheproposals

receivedwiththe intentionofselecting

apreferredsupplierbyDecember

andplacingtheorder inJune2019for

delivery inJanuary2021.

Debt-free completion goal
P2ProjectDirector trusteeMarkAllatt

said:“Reaching the two-thirdspoint in

the fundingofNo. 2007PrinceofWales’

boiler throughTheBoilerClubmarks

a significantmilestone in theproject

tobuildBritain’smostpowerful steam

locomotive. It is ourdesire if possible to

completeNo. 2007debt-free.

“Noonecannowdoubt thatwereally

meanbusiness.Thenext fewmonths

will see furthermajorannouncements

as theconstructionof the locomotive

gatherspace.”

➜Fordetailsofhowto join theworld’s

fastest-growingstandardgaugesteam

new-buildproject, visitwww.p2steam.

comoremailenquiries@p2steam.com

orcall01325460163.

PeakRail outofdiesel traction
SINCESeptember4,PeakRailhashad

torelyonVulcanAusterity0-6-0ST

No.72 (5309)as its sole traction,

followingthe failureofClass44D8

Penyghenta fewdaysearlier.

This failurehas resulted inservices

beingable tooperateonlyas faras

MatlockRiverside,duetotherebeing

norun-roundfacilitiesat themain

Matlockstation.Usually thesteam

locomotivetopandtailswith the

Class44.

SourcesatPeakRail say that

“somethingwentbang intheelectrical

cubicle”ofD8andthis iscurrentlybeing

investigated,but thehope is that“it is

not tooserious.”

It isunderstoodthatcustomer-

facingstaffare tellingpassengers that

Riversidestation isbeinguseddueto

theresignallingworktakingplace inthe

Derbyareaandthatattempts tohire

adiesel locomotive fromtheHeritage

ShuntersTrustprovedunsuccessful.

OnFebruary2, 2016, Loughborough

MPNickyMorganandBill Ford cut

the first sodof theproject tobuilda

newrailwaybridgeover theMidland

MainLine to link theGreatCentral

Railwayand theGCR (Nottingham).

Shewrote the foreword tohis recent

autobiography,ALifeonFire.

ROBIN JONES

Middleton wins
top floral award

THEMiddletonRailwaywasgivenaGold

Award in the‘TouristAttraction’category

of theRHSYorkshire inBloomawards

at theKnavesmire,YorkRacecourse, on

September11.

The judge said that the floral displays

onMoorRoadstationplatform“gavea

wow! factor”with theentire site looking

cleanand tidyandalsohavinga strong

environmental strategyabout it.

The judgewasalso impressed that the

railwaycontinuedwith thecompetition,

despite adisastrous fire in adjacent

premises,whichdamaged theMoor

Roadsite.

RailwaychairmanCharlesMilner

said:“Theaward is agreat credit to

volunteerMick Jackson,whodidmuch

of thework.”
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IN BRIEF
➜THEWest Somerset Railway

not only increased passenger

numbers by 2% this year, but had

two record-breakingWednesdays

duringAugustwithmore than

1600 visitors. Generalmanager

Paul Conibeare attributed the

success partly to the introduction

of theWest Somerset Railway

annual pass, ofwhichmore than

200 havebeen sold since itwas

launched at the endof June.

➜MIKE Little’s GWR 14XXNo.1450

andmatching auto-coach No. 178will

visit the South Devon Railway for its

50th anniversary gala on April 6-14,

joining pannier tank No. 6430 from

the Llangollen Railway.

➜ADERELICT tramcarwas

restored to its original 1898

condition for theManx Electric

Railway’s 125th anniversary

celebrations. TramNo. 14went

out of use in the 1970s, butwas

restored over three-and-a-half

years by volunteers in time for the

early September event.

➜ THE Saltburn-by-the-Sea cliff lift

broke down on August 25, leaving

passengers unable to alight at the top

for a short time. Following extensive

refurbishment of the funicular railway,

it had reopened only nine days before.

➜BRMk.1 coachNo. 4962has

become the first SouthDevon

Railway vehicle to comeout of

Buckfastleigh works and re-enter

service fittedwith newpressed

steel ends,which have been

developed in the heritage line’s

workshops.The ends are on offer

to all heritage railwayswhoseMk.1

stock has also suffered‘end rot.’

➜A JAPANESE steam locomotive

whichwas derailed and sunk in the

Mae Klong River at Chulalongkorn in

the urban area of Ratchaburi, about

60 km southwest of Bangkok, is to

be recovered, it was announced in

early September.



Ex-Barry scrapyardGWR2-8-0has left theNorthYorkshireMoorsRailwayafter 32years. A long-time residentofGrosmont

shedyard, onSeptember11, theunrestored locomotivewas towedbyClass 37No. 37264 toNewBridge tobepickedupand

takenona low loader to theLlangollenRailway for its long-awaited restoration. The1940-built locomotivewaswithdrawn

inDecember1964andarrivedatDaiWoodham’s scrapyard twomonths later. LUKE TAYLOR

July14wasa special day forBernardDaviesofCwmbran, SouthWales, ashe finally caughtupwithhisdad’s old steam

locomotive.Bernard’sdadworkedatWhiteheadWireworks inCwmbrananddrove the firm’sPeckett 0-4-0STNo. 1163

of1908Whiteheaduntil the closureof its rail facilities in1966.Whiteheadwould shunt thewagons loadedwith coiled

steelwirebetween theworksand theBRexchange sidingsandalso takewagonsof coal fromthewireworks to the firm’s

brickworks inCwmbran.However, on January24, 1966,Whiteheadwas loadedon toa low-loader and takenaway,never

tobe seenagainbyBernard, until now. In theEighties, hebegansearching forWhiteheadafter findinga cutting froma

newspaperamonghis latemother’s effectswhich showedWhiteheadarrivingon theEnglish sideof the then-newSevern

Bridge. The locomotivewent througha successionofowners inpreservation, beforeendingupat theMidlandRailway-

Butterley,where itwas finally reunitedwithBernardandhis family.MRB
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IN BRIEF
Students running First
WorldWar train at Elsecar
STUDENTS of University Campus

Barnsley are to run special trains

tomark the‘journey home’of

millions ofmen andwomen from

theWestern Front at the end of the

FirstWorldWar.

The trains will comprise Severn

Valley Railway-based GWR/PTR

0-6-0ST No. 813 hauling the trailer

from StephenMiddleton’s newly

restored NER petrol-electric railcar,

on the Elsecar Railway.

On boardwill be local people

telling the real life stories of

villagers from Elsecar,Wentworth

andHoylandwho served in, or

supported thewar effort.

Each Home from the Front trip

lasts 25minutes andwill run

onOctober 31 andNovember

3, 4, 10 and 11, at 11am, 12pm,

1pm, 2pm and 3pm. Details

of the project can be found at

www.homefromthefront.co.uk

and to buy tickets visit www.

elsecarrailway.co.uk

New ‘North Briton’
trips for Tornado
THE A1 Steam LocomotiveTrust

has announced a new series

of trips over the Settle and

Carlisle line for 2019 headed by

No. 60163 Tornado.

The trips, under the banner of

‘The North Briton’, will be run on

February 9 and 16, June 8, July 20,

and August 17 and 24.

Tornadohas been under repair in

the NeneValley Railway’sWansford

workshops since failing on the

90mph‘Ebor Flyer’on April 14.

However, on September 11, the

locomotive had a fire lit in it ahead

of testing and running in, prior to a

loadedmain line test run.

The NVR has pencilled in a

‘Tornado 10’anniversary event for

September 22-23.

Channel 5 documentary
benefits to NYMR extended
IT is becoming increasingly clear

how valuable this year’s Channel

5 documentary series about the

NorthYorkshireMoors Railway

was in raising general awareness

of the line.

Pullman dining services are

now runningmore or less at full

capacity, with occupancy at 94%

or greater and 23weddings have

been booked for 2018, and a

further 11 already booked for

next year.

In addition, filming revenue is up

1294%, with income rising from a

budgeted £4000 to £55,000!

A further series of seven

episodes is nowbeing filmed,

including a Christmas special,

which it is hopedwill give a further

lift to the railway in 2019.

Severn Valley in mourning for Bernard
FORMERSevernValleyRailwaychief

traction inspectorBernardRainbowhas

died followinga long fightwith cancer.

Bernardbeganhis railwaycareer in

1949atTyseley carriageandwagon

department, beforemoving to the loco

department the followingyear.

He recalledononeoccasionwhenhe

wasa firemanonaGWRKing, towards

theendof their BR service, hiswife

joinedhimon the footplate for a run

intoBirminghamSnowHill. Around

Warwick, thedriverbeckoned toher to

takeholdof the regulator,which shedid

with relish. She later explained that she

didn’twant toworkherwayup through

the linksbutwanted to“start at the top!”

Royal recognition
In 1967hemoved toSaltleydepot,

whereSVRdiesel driverBobDunn

workedwithhim.Bernard’s last turn

on the regulator at theSevernValley

Railwaywas in July2009,whenhewas

rostered todrivehispersonal favourite

GWR4-6-0No. 7802BradleyManor for

theday,markinghis retirement as chief

traction inspector.

Earlier that year, hehadbeen

awarded theMBE in respectofhis

voluntary serviceson the railway.To

Bernard’s amazement, PrinceCharles

rememberedhim fromtheprevious

yearwhenhe joinedBernardon the

footplateofGWR4-6-0No. 6024King

Edward I,when it hauled theRoyalTrain

along theSVR, the royal visit celebrating

thecompletionof flooddamage repairs.

OnSeptember5, several locomotives

on the line carriedwreathsoutof

respect forBernard. Picture–News,

page43.



ANATTEMPT to turnStephenDone’s

popular InspectorVignoles railway

detectivenovels intoaTVdramaseries

hasbegunwith locationhuntingon the

GreatCentral Railway.

A short filmwill be shot in theautumn

asa taster for televisioncommissioning

editors andproductioncompanies in

aneffort toprompt interest in creatinga

full-lengthnetworkdramaseries.

The stories are set in thepost-war East

Midlandsandcentre around the life

andcrimes facingDetective Inspector

CharlesVignoles andhis railway

detectivedepartment, in aperiod still

deeply embedded in the steamtrainera

Theproject tobring Inspector

Vignoles andhis railwayworld to the

small screenhasbeen several years

inplanningby theauthor, alongwith

producersPhilip andRobert Ettinger,

andpublicist Peter Elson.

WriterDavidGriffiths, brought

onboardby theEttingerbrothers, has

written the initial 10-minute screenplay

usingDone’s characters, basedon the

short storyOneWayTicket, fromthe

collectionTheMountsorrelMystery&

Other Stories, published in2017.

Thenovels are seton the formerGreat

Central Railway trunk route,whichwas

finally axed in1969.Themodern-day

GCR,with its re-created1940-60speriod

ambience, is seenas theperfect location

for filming this adaptation.

StephenDonesaid:“Wehada really

productive initial visit. Iwasdelighted,

butnot surprised,by thehelpfulnessof

theGCRchairmanRichardPatchingand

everyoneelsewemetat the railway.

“It really is themostwelcomingplace

and just about everyone I spoke tohas

readall thebooks!

“This lovely railway is literally a filmset

justwaiting for the cameras to roll and

animateVignoles.”

RichardPatching said:“Having

travelledover theGreatCentral to

Leicesterbefore itwas closed in1969

andbeinga train spotter atNottingham

Victoriaback in the sixties, there’s little

doubt inmymind that Stephenhas

exactly the right ingredientshere for

television success.”

GC detective series set to be filmed on GC!
ANAGREEMENT is reportedto

havebeenreachedbetweenthe

NeneValleyRailway for thehireof

thetender fromunder-overhaul

BRStandard5MTNo.73050City

ofPeterborough forusebehind

BRStandard9F2-10-0No.92134,

which is in thefinal stagesof

reassemblyatGrosmont.

No.92134currently lacksa

tenderof itsown,sothehireof

No.73050’swill allowit toenter

serviceontheNorthYorkshire

MoorsRailwaysooner thanwould

otherwisebepossible. In the

longer term,anewtenderwillbe

built forNo.92134usingparts

alreadycollectedand instore.

Tender secured
for 9F92134

FormerFairbourneRailway15in-gauge
stalwart 2-4-2sKatieandSiandouble
headingat theKirklees LightRailway’sgala
onSeptember10.MARK SMITHERS

Double boost for
Mid-Norfolk Railway
ByRobinJones

THEMid-NorfolkRailwayhasbeengiven

a£96,000grantbytheEuropeanUnion

towards theconstructionofa trainshed

atDereham.

Anotherunexpectedfillip forEast

Anglia’s longestheritage line is that ithas

filmproducers lininguptouseDereham

station for location filming,after landing

astarringrole in thenewBBCdrama

seriesBodyguard.

After18monthsofpreparationand

hardwork,MNRvicechairmanBarry

Woodgett signedtheEULeaderFund

grantagreement formonThursday,

August22.

Theformcovers80%of thecostsof

constructionof thenewthree-track

maintenancebuilding.Therestof the

costswillbecoveredbydonations from

membersandvisitors.

All associatedrail infrastructureworks

and interiorequipmentwillbe installed

andfinancedbytherailway. If allgoes

toplan, theshedcouldbe inplace

byChristmas.

Thebuildingwill accommodatenine

vehicles– therailwayhasalwayshadto

carryoutmaintenanceandrestoration

worksoutdoorsandat themercyof

theweather.

Theprovisionofundercover

maintenance facilitiesprovidesasafeand

dryenvironment,allowingforworktobe

carriedoutall year round, safeguarding

the futureof therailway’s fleetofhistoric

vehicles.

Theprovisionofsuchfacilitieswill also

maketheMNRmoreattractive tothe

ownersof iconic locomotives.

Prime film location
TheEULeaderFund’sWensumand

Coast LocalAreaGroup’smainaim is to

boost levelsof tourismandassociated

jobs for localpeople, away fromthe

regular tourist‘hotspots’suchas

thecoast.

TheNationalRailwayMuseumjoined

localMPsandcouncils inwriting letters

of support to theEU for theproject.

Meanwhile, JedMercurio’snewdrama

BodyguardpremieredonAugust26,

withanaudienceofnearly sevenmillion

viewers, said tobe thehighest viewing

figures for anewBBCdrama in the

multi-channel era

Theseries is set around the fictional

characterofPoliceSergeantDavidBudd,

(playedbyRichardMadden)aheroic

warveterannowworkingasa specialist

protectionofficer for theRoyalty and

Specialist ProtectionBranchof the

MetropolitanPolice.He is assigned to

protect theambitiousHomeSecretary

JuliaMontague,whosepolitics stand for

everythinghedespises.

Oneof the first scenes sawwarveteran

DavidBuddpreventinga terror attack

ona train toLondon.Thestationwhere

all theaction tookplacewasDereham.

It had initiallybeen intended to filmthe

scenesatWaterloo,butanalternative

had tobe foundafterpermission

was revoked.

OtherTVshowsarealso liningup

to filmatDereham.MNRoperations

managerGeorgeSaville said:“Plentyof

the railwaywasshownat thestart,which

isgreatbecauseyoucanneverbe too

surehowmuchwill be included.

“We’renowfindingwearegetting

approachedmoreandmore. AGerman

beer company spent theweekwithus

lastmonth and the stationwas turned

into aGerman railway station.”

Bluebell trains
attacked by
youngsters
VANDALS responsible foraseriesof

attacksonBluebellRailwaytrainsover

theAugustBankHolidayperiodwereas

youngas12, staffbelieve.

Theattacks, launchedbyuptothree

individuals,beganonAugust25when

ballastwashurledat threepassing

passenger trains justnorthofDean’s

Crossing,betweenHorstedKeynes

andKingscote.

Thefollowingday,another incident

at thesamelocationsawacarriage

windowshattered.“It ispure fortunethat

amotherandher three-year-oldchild

didnotsustainpersonal injury,”saida

railwayspokesman.

Policewere informed,butonthe

Monday, tworailwayvolunteerswho

agreedto locate themselves in the

vicinity toactasadeterrent to further

action,andalsotobe look-outs for

passingtrains, cameunderpersonal

verbalandphysicalattack frommissiles

beinghurled fromtwoindividuals,who

werewearinghoodies.

Oneof thevolunteershadastick

thrownathimandsustainedafacial

injury that ledhimtobetreatedatEast

SurreyHospital’sA&Edepartment.

Oneof theyouths,whowasthought

tobearound12yearsold,wasalso

carryingaknife.Thevolunteerwas later

dischargedfromhospitalwithno lasting

damagetohiseye.

BluebellRailwayplcchairmanDick

Fearnadded:“Anyactofmindless

vandalismisamatterof realconcern.The

safetyofourpassengersandourstaffand

volunteers takes thehighestpriority inall

thatwedo. In this instancethephysical

attackandthreat takesmatters tothe

highest levelofbothconcernanddismay,

andfromperpetratorssoyoung.”

Therailwayhassince implemented

protectivemeasures topreventany

repeat incidents.
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District Line 150
features steam

TheLlangollenRailway’snewCorwenCentral terminus is rapidly taking shape, as seen fromthis aerial view. Thedrone

viewof the site fromeast towest shows theareaaround thewater tank,which is the challenge for theautumn.There, the

railwaywill install the signalbox– the topbase is off to the right –andhas to layout thepoints for the loopandsiding in the

foreground. Thepointswill dictate thealignmentof the track for theendof the loopand theposition for the locomotive

to takewater fromthe tank. The trackwill determine the final stretchof theplatformfootings,witharound70ft tobe

excavatedandconcreted. In thebackground, the lengthof the islandplatformcanbe seenas infillingprogresses relative

tobuilding theplatform1wall. To the left, thepumphousehut requires a roof,whichwill beaddedonce theelectrical

installationhasbeen fitted inside.DEWI DAVIES

RAYBell hasbecomethe first female

driveron theSouthTynedaleRailway

(STR) for adecade.

A railwayenthusiast sinceher

childhood, Rayhas just fulfilleda40-year

dreamtopassout as adriver.

Shehas joined thevolunteer crewat

the2ft-gaugeheritage lineand isnow

drivingdiesel-hauled trainsover the

newlyextended line toSlaggyford in

Northumberland.

Shepassedoutas adieseldriver in July

after just sevenweeksofpractice runs

withanexperienceddriver, andnowshe

wants toqualify as a steamdriver, too.

Ray said:“As a four yearoldvisitinga

railwayatChristmas, I fell in lovewith the

noiseof theenginesand thatdistinct

railway smell.

“I’mnow infatuatedwith this exquisite

lineand takingpassengers through the

beautifulNorthPennines countryside is

anabsolute joy.”

STRvolunteer liaisonofficerAlan

Farrar said:“If youhaveadesire todrive,

a fervour for firing, anappetite for admin

or avoracity for volunteering ingeneral,

thenwewould love tohear fromyou.”

Ray fulfils her childhood train driver
dream at the South Tynedale Railway

RayBell in the cabof1952-built

Hudswell Clarke0-6-0DMNo.4

Naworth. STR

ByDonBenn

NINEElmsenginemanGordon

Hooper,wellknownforhis

manygreatexploitswithBulleid

Pacifics inthelastfewyearsof

SouthernSteam,diedfromabrain

haemorrhageonSeptember1,

aged87.

Hewillbegreatlymissedby

hiscolleaguesandbythesteam

enthusiastswithwhomhekept

intouchbyvisitingtheannual

NineElmsreunionattheBluebell

Railwayandhismonthlyvisitsto

theWokingRailwaymen’sClub,

whichhecontinuedrightupuntil

Julythisyear.

BornonBoxingDay1930,he

joinedExmouthJunctionshedas

acleanerandworkedthroughthe

usualprogressiontodriver,before

herealisedtheSouthernshed

wouldsoonclose.

Hehadthechoiceofstayingwith

theWesternRegionwithdiesels

ormovingtoashedofhischoice.

HechoseNineElms,whichatthat

timewasa‘closedshed’,butkept

hisseniority inthemove,andso

workedinNo.3linkandNo.2link.

Hefirst learnedtheroad

toSalisburyandthento

Bournemouth,anditwasonthe

Up‘BournemouthBelle’onApril4,

1965,whereheproducedone

ofthefinestrunsbehindsteam,

whichIwasprivilegedtobeon.

Aftertheendofsteam,he

workedWRWarshipdiesel

hydraulicsbetweenWaterlooand

Salisburyandelectricservicesto

Bournemouth.Hethenmovedto

WeymouthandontoSalisbury,

bothasatraincrewsupervisor.His

finalmovewasbacktoExeterfrom

whereheretiredin1995.

Hewasagreatdriverandtrue

gentlemanandwillbegreatly

missedbyallwhoknewhim.

LONDONTransportMuseumhas firmed

upplans to runpublic steamtripsover

theDistrict LineonMarch16-17, 2019.

The tripswill beheadedby

MetropolitanRailwayEclass 0-4-4TNo.1

andMetropolitanRailwayBo-BoNo.12

electricSarahSiddons,whichhas just

beenoverhauledat Eastleigh.

Theywill run fromEalingBroadway to

theSouthKensington, andwillmark the

150thanniversaryof theDistrict Line.

LondonUnderground’s 4TCset,

MetropolitanRailway‘Jubilee’carriage

No, 353, and restoredDistrict Railway

coachNo. 100, fromtheKent&East

SussexRailway,will formthe train.

GordonHooper
–truegentleman
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A1 Trust launches new V4
subsidiary for new-build
ByRobinJones

TORNADObuilderTheA1Steam

LocomotiveTrusthas launchedanew

subsidiary tobuildaGresleyV42-6-2ata

costofaround£3million.

Thetrusthasacquiredmorethan500

originalclassV4drawings fromMalcolm

Barlow,aDoncaster scrapdealerwho

launchedthenow-defunctGresleyV4

Society in1994tobuildanewexampleof

theextinctclass.

ThenewV4SteamLocomotive

CompanyLimitedwillundertake

thebuildingof thetrust’s thirdnew

steamlocomotive–V4No.3403–after

No.60163andNo.2007PrinceofWales.

TheV4wasSirNigelGresley’s last

designfor theLNERbeforehedied in

1941.

TheclassV4shadsimilarities in their

appearanceandmechanical layout to

theclassV2s,ofwhichpioneerNo.4771

GreenArrow ispreservedasapartof the

NationalCollection. Introduced in1936,

theV2shad limitedrouteavailability,but

V4wasa lightweightalternative, suitable

foruseover thewholeof theLNER

network.

Twolocomotiveswerebuiltat the

LNER’sDoncasterWorks in1941.

The first,No.3401BantamCock, had

ascaled-downversionof theGresley

Pacificboilerwithagrateareaof

27½sqft. Its tractiveeffortof27,000lbs

wasproducedbyboilerpressureof250

psiandthreecylindersof15indiameter.

Thesecond locomotive–No.3402–

incorporatedafullyweldedsteel firebox

andasingle thermicsyphonforwater

circulation. Itwasnotnamed,butwas

knownunofficiallyasBantamHen.

TheclasswastriedontheGreat

Easternsectionof theLNER,andwas

well received,withmorepower thanthe

GresleyclassB174-6-0sandbetter riding

qualities. Itwasanticipatedmanymore

wouldbeproduced,butafter thesudden

deathofGresley inApril1941andhis

successionbyEdwardThompson,no

morewerebuilt.

Pre-launch phase
Instead, the simpler two-cylinder

ThompsonclassB14-6-0wasadopted

as theLNER’s standardmixed-traffic

locomotiveand410werebuilt between

1942and1952.

ThetwoV4sweresent toScotlandfor

useontheWestHighlandLine,although

theirwheelarrangementwasnot

particularlysuitable for the line’s steep

gradients.TheV4swererenumbered

Nos.1700/1 in1946and laterbecame

BritishRailwaysNos.61700/1.Both

locomotiveswerescrapped in1957

whentheirboilersbecameduefor

renewal.

At its silver jubileeconvention in

October2015,TheA1SteamLocomotive

Trustannounced itwould followits

PeppercornclassA14-6-2No.60163

TornadoandGresleyclassP22-8-2

No.2007PrinceofWaleswiththe

constructionof furtherextinctLNER

steamlocomotives–aV42-6-2,aGresley

V32-6-2TandaGresleyK32-6-0.

At itsannualconvention inSeptember

2017, thetrustconfirmed ithasstarted

work identifyingandscanningthe

originaldrawings for theV4at the

NationalRailwayMuseuminYork in

order that thedesignbook foranew

locomotivecouldbecreatedwithin3D

computer-aideddesign.

InJanuary, thetrust revealed it

hadacquiredandtakendeliveryofa

completesetof fullycertifiedtyres for

thenewV4’spony,Cartazziand5ft8in

drivingwheels.Theywerebought from

DavidBuck–ownerofThompsonB1

4-6-0No.61306MayflowerandSteam

Dreams–alongwithachimney, two

Class08shunterspeedometerdrive

generatorsandtwotwo-stagesingle

spindleairpumpsofFinnishorigin,

including lubricatorpumpsandcheck

valves, foruseonNo.2007.

Thetyreswereoriginallymanufactured

inSouthAfrica in the late1990s for

MalcolmBarlow.Davidacquiredthe

parts sixmonthsago ina job lotof items

MalcolmhadsalvagedfromDoncaster

Workson itsclosure, includingseveral

B1components.

TrusteeMarkAllatt said:“Wearenow

inthepre-launchphaseof theproject

tobuildour thirdnewmain linesteam

locomotive.Wewant tobereadytostart

assemblingournewGresleyclassV4as

soonasournewclassP2 iscompleted. If

we’re inournewandmuch largerbase

atWhessoeRoadbythen–andthere’sa

goodchancewewillbe–wecouldeven

startworkonNo.3403beforeNo.2007

PrinceofWales steams in2021.”

Regional main line tours
Headded:“Weanticipate theproject

costingaround£3millionand taking

around fiveyears, subject to thepaceof

fundraising.OurnewGresley classV4 is

an ideal locomotive for regionalmain

line tours, repeatmain line itineraries

and the longer,main line-connected

heritage railways.

“Unlike theclassP2,wherewehave

hadtodoaconsiderableamountof

developmentworktocomplete the

jobthatSirNigelGresleystarted in

1934, therewillbevery little redesign

workneededas therewerenoknown

problemswith theGresleyclassV4s.

“Althoughthere isnospecificappeal

openforNo.3403yet,anydonations

madetowards itwillbering-fencedfor

theproject.Thenextstepswillbeto

launchawebsite for theprojectand

TheFounder’sClubto fundtheearly

stagesof theproject.”

East LancashireRailway-basedClass42 ‘Warship’D832Onslaughtarrives at

Quorn&Woodhousewitha local stopping serviceduring theGreatCentral

Railway’s September7-9diesel gala. ROBIN JONES

An impressionofwhat thenewV4will look like, basedonapictureofNo. 3401

BantamCockatDoncaster in February1941.A1SLT

THEvolunteergroupwhichhasbeen

stoppedfrommaintainingClass55Deltic

No.55002King’sOwnYorkshireLight

Infantry (‘KOYLI’) at theNationalRailway

Museumhasnowswitched itsattention

tosister locomotiveNo.55015Tulyar.

ThegrouphasbeentoldbyNRM

officials toceaseworkon‘KOYLI’for the

timebeing,andmembershavenow

offeredtheirexpertise totheDeltic

PreservationSociety (DPS),which

hasbeenmakingbigprogressonthe

restorationofTulyaratBarrowHill.

Tulyar’soverhauledbogiesarenearing

completionandtwopowerunits–each

generatorhavingbeenprofessionally

overhauled–havebeenearmarkedfor

installingandthe locomotive,which last

ran in1998, is soontoberewheeled.

SocietychairmanMurrayBrownsaid:

“This isa reallymuchappreciatedgesture.

Manyof theKOYLIgroupmembers

arealreadyknowntotheDPS,having

workedonthesociety’s locomotives

previously.Theirhelpwill certainlybring

forwardthedaywhenTulyarerupts into

lifeoncemore.”

ANRMspokesmansaid:“TheNational

RailwayMuseumisundertakingareview

of thegroup’scollectiontoprovidea

greaterunderstandingof the itemswe

care for.Newinsightswillbepublished

online,withthereviewalso identifying

priorities for futurecollectingand

programming inour fivemuseums.

“Ouraimis that thecollection

continues toengageandchallenge

audiences.With7.3million itemsnow

inourcare, thereviewprovides the

opportunity toensure thecollection is

sustainableandcanbeenjoyedbyfuture

generations.

“Aspartof this review,weareseeking

todeterminethebest future foreachof

ourelectricanddieselvehiclesandwe

havetemporarilyhaltedallengineering

workonthesevehicleswhile thereview

takesplace.Weremaincommittedto

ourvolunteers,who lastyeargavea

combined41,090hoursof their time.”

KOYLI Group switches to Tulyar
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BRStandard2MTNo.78022 leavingKeighleyon
a loaded test runonSeptember7.RICHARD BECKETT

Second Standard Class 2MT back in KWVR action
THEKeighley&WorthValley Railway’s

(KWVR) locomotivedepartmenthas

outshopped its second closely related

Class 2 locomotive,withBRStandard

2-6-0No. 78022undergoing its initial

steam tests and running induring

early September, following closely

behind its half cousin, red-liveried

Ivatt 2-6-2TNo. 41241.

Built atDarlingtonWorks in 1954,

No. 78022waswithdrawn fromLostock

Hall in Preston,where itwas removed

fromBritish Rail service in February

1967. No. 78022was bought fromBarry

scrapyard in 1975, andwas returned

to service in 1993. It proved tobe a

popular locomotive, laterwithdrawn

for a 10-year overhaul at the endof

2000, andwasmoved toOxenhope for

display inside the exhibition shed there.

InMay 2014, it wasmoved back

to Haworth for preparations for

an overhaul, which started in

early 2015 following the completion

of No. 75078.

Theboilerwas lifted out of the frames

inMarch 2015 and thewheels removed

the following year. Nos. 78022 and

41241 are likely to be themainstay of

KWVR traffic for the next fewyears.

Work has now started on the

overhaul ofWD2-8-0No. 90778.
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Words&picturesbyGarethEvans

VISITORSwerenot inshort supplyat

theannualWelshpool&LlanfairRailway

gala,heldbetweenFriday,August31and

Sunday,September2.

Oneof thehighlightsof thenarrow

gaugescene’scalendar,as is tradition,

theMidWales2ft6ingauge line

operated itsmost intensivetimetable

of theyear–butwithsomewelcome

different twistsandextras.Aprime

examplewastheability for thepublic

toexperienceapumptrolley in thebay

platformatWelshpool.Visiting fromthe

Sittingbourne&KemsleyLightRailway, it

provided interestbetweentrains, aswell

asaugmentingthesmallmodel showin

Welshpool’sexhibitionshed.

Anotherwelcomeattractionwas

Bagnall0-6-2TSuperb fromtheSKLR,

making its secondvisit to theW&L–

andthisyear itwasallowedtohaul

trainsunassisted.

As lastyear,Superbpartneredupwith

W&LresidentKerrStuart Joan, anearlier

incarnationof the0-6-2Tdesign.Rescued

fromAntigua in1971, Joanmadea

finesightat theheadofbothoriginal

WLLRfreightstockandtheSierraLeone

Railwaycarriages.

Aswouldperhapsbeexpected,

theW&L’soriginal locomotives,Beyer

Peacock-built sistersTheEarland

Countessprovedtobeattractions in their

ownright.

Attractions
While theywerenot scheduled to

operateanydiagrams, twoof the line’s

four-strongdiesel fleetwereondisplay

–No.7Chattendenat Llanfair andDiema

No. 17atWelshpool.

Theworkshopwasopenat Llanfair,

with several componentson showfor

0-8-0T SirDrefaldwyn– includingold

andnewpartsof themotion, plus the

wheels,while theboilerwasoutside.As

reported inour last issue, thepowerful

locomotive isnowundergoinga

more thorough rebuild thanoriginally

anticipated,which it is hopedwill

maximise futureuptime.

Other attractions at Llanfair included

amodel engineeringdisplay in the

Colinette yarnsbuildings; adisplay

of vintage roadvehicles; real ale from

Porthmadog-basedbreweryPurple

Moose; anda standand information

boards fromFriendsof theSierra Leone

National RailwayMuseumatLlanfair

(see separate story, page18).The

separateLlanfairGardenRailwayShow

wasalsoheldat thevillagehighschool

over theweekend.

Crowds drawn to

Normallyonpublic display inside theexhibition shedatWelshpool, Bagnall

0-4-4-0TMonarchwasavailable tophotographoutside in the sunwith its

smokeboxdooropen.

Right: HeritageRailwaydeputy

editorGarethEvans couldnot resist

agoon thepumptrolleyexperience

whichwasonoffer inWelshpoolbay

platform.He ispicturedherewithW&L

volunteerDavidGauntlett.

Kerr Stuart 0-6-2T Joan
awaitsdeparture fromCastle
Caereinionwitha trainof
originalW&Lgoodstock.

Superbenters Llanfair Caereinionas the first trainof Fridaymorning returns fromWelshpool. The locomotivedid indeed live

up to itsnameat theheadof the three replicaoriginal carriages.

BeyerPeacock-built 0-6-0TTheEarldepartsWelshpoolwitha trainof replica

original carriages.

Welshpool’s gala
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Oneof thehighlightsofW&Lgalas is theoperationof the line’smost intensive

timetableof theyear.Amixed trainoforiginalW&L rolling stockhauledbyThe

Earlcrosses sister locomotiveCountessatCyfronydd,whichwasat theheadof

the line’sAustrianandHungarian coaching stockon theFriday.

0-6-2Tdesignevolution:Kerr Stuart Joan, dating from1927 is seenwith

1940-built Superbat Llanfair Caereinion.

Left:

Superb

leads Joan

as the

0-6-2Tduo

prepare

to couple

to their

carriages

toworka

double-

headed

train to

Welshpool

andback

on the

Friday

afternoon.

Thegalaprovideda rareopportunity to travel in theW&L’spair of Sierra

LeoneRailway carriages –each restored to their original thirdand first class

configuration respectively.Hauledby Joan, the train is about to setoff from

Cyfronydd, theguardhavinggiven the right away.
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Aveling&PorterNo9449TheBlueCircle carriedpassengers at theAugust23-27

GreatDorset SteamFair ona lengthof track specially laidby theSwanageRailway,

raising funds for theShillingstone stationproject. TheGreatDorset SteamFair

boasts that it is theworld’s largestheritageandcultural event showcasingBritain’s

national industrial, agricultural and leisurehistory.COLIN TYSON

THESittingbourne&KemsleyLight

Railway isappealingtoHeritageRailway

readers for theirmemoriesofvisitingor

workingontheKent2ft6ingauge line.

Therailwayhas three50th

anniversariesapproaching:October

2019–theanniversaryof thehandover

of theBowatersLightRailwaytothe

LocomotiveClubofGreatBritain;March

2020–theanniversaryof the firstpublic

trains;and2022–theanniversaryof the

creationof theSKLRfor theoperation

andmaintenanceof therailway.

SKLRtrusteePaulBest said:“Weare

lookingforyourmemoriesofvisitingor

workingat therailway.Wearecurrently

consideringoptions forusingyour

memoriesover thenext fewyears. If you

aredonatingphysicalobjectsordigital

files,pleasedescribethemandwewill

getbacktoyou.”

Readersare invitedtosubmit their

memoriesviaadedicatedwebpageat

www.sklr.net/50th

Wanted: memories
of the Sittingbourne
& Kemsley line

Recalling50years since theendof steam, the traditional railwaydisplayat this year’s

GreatDorset SteamFair 50thanniversaryevent included ‘scrapyard’ scenes.WR

4-6-0No. 7027ThornburyCastle, still verymuch inex-Barry conditionandowned

by Jonathan JonesPratt, called into the fair at TarrantHintonen route toTyseley

LocomotiveWorks,where thenext stagesof its restorationwill be carriedout.

LocalmanRobertColes createda scrapyard setting for it. In attendance toowasBR

Standard4MTNo.73096, alsopicturedonAugust27,which iswaiting its turn in the

MidHantsRailway restorationqueue, and2ftgaugeKerr Stuart 0-4-0STNo. 3114of

1918 that stoodnext to theValeofRheidolRailwaypublicity stand.PHIL BARNES

Appeal for GCR’s canal
bridge reaches £250K
ByRobinJones

THEGreatCentral Railway’snationwide

appeal for funds to repair aVictorian

cast ironbridgeover theGrandUnion

Canal aspart of its plans to createan

18-mile inter-cityheritage linehas

raisedmore than£250,000.

Anessential part of theproject to

link theGCR to itsnorthern sister, the

GreatCentral Railway (Nottingham),

restorationworkon thebridge just

northof Loughboroughshedwill go

aheadover thecomingmonths.

GCRmanagingdirectorMichael

Goughsaid:“Wearegrateful to

everyonewhocontinues to respond

toourappeal.Duringournational

campaignweattractedmanynew

donors fromacross theUK,but it is

extremelyhumbling to still be receiving

donations fromthe railway’s friends in

thecommunity.”

Winter start
Theworkon thebridgeneeds to take

place in thewintermonths toavoid

majordisruption topleasureboat

traffic on thecanal.However, nodate

has yetbeenset for thework tobegin,

while arrangementswith contractors

are concluded.

Theappealhas a targetof £475,000,

afterwhich fundswill thenneed to

be raised for thedesignworkand

preparationof aplanningapplication

for the remainderof the reunification

scheme,whichwill includeanew

embankment to link theGCR to the

bridge thathasbeen installedover the

MidlandMainLine.

Oneof the largestprojects ever

undertakenbyaUKheritage railway, it

invites comparisonswith theFfestiniog

Railway’s LlynYstradaudeviation.

Michael added:“The reunification

project is a long-termaim,butwe

believewhencomplete itwill bea

benefit to theEastMidlandseconomy

anda significantnational attraction.

“Thecanalbridge is thenextpartof

the jigsaw.The supportof everyone,

includingour stakeholders, is so

encouraging.Meanwhile, asweplan
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The Blue Circle on the market

AVELING & Porter 2-2-0WT‘traction

engine on rails’No. 9449 of 1926 The

BlueCircle has been placed for sale.

Its current owner, Mick Smith, said:

“I’ve had the locomotive for 30 years

now and it’s time for someone else

to enjoy it. It’s got eight years left on

the ticket, so it’s immediately

available for someone else to

derive somegood usage.

“It’s had a new front

tubeplate and the firebox

has been built up again and

it’s in great order. It’s time for

it to go to a good home.”

The standard gauge

locomotive, donated to the Bluebell

Railway by Associated Portland

Cement in 1964 followingwithdrawal

fromSnodland CementWorks, is

currently based at Rushden station

in Northamptonshire, although

inMick’s ownership it has been

based at Quainton Road,

the Chinnor & Princes

Risborough Railway and the

Battlefield Line.

Expressions of interest

should bemade toMick

Smith, telephone 07593

389924 or emailmick.

smith53@yahoo.co.uk



Railway blocks cyclepath plan
over safety and security fears
THESouthDevonRailway isblocking

a scheme tocompleteanational cycle

network runningacross southern

England fromDover toStAustell –

by refusingDevonCountyCouncil

permission toallowcyclists touse its

footbridgeover theRiverDart around

theclock.

TakingNationalCyclepathNetwork

Route2 intoTotnes via Littlehempston

wouldcomplete themissing link

betweenNewtonAbbotandTotnes, but

it reliesonpermissionbeinggranted

by theSouthDevonRailway for cyclists

touse theBulliverBridge that connects

Totnes (Riverside) station to the town.

Promoters and local councillors claim

that theyhavebeenstonewalledby

the railway in their bid toobtain its

permission to include the15-year-old

footbridge in thecyclepath–and they

maynowhave tobuild another for

cyclists at a costof £500,000.

However, it is notonly the railway that

hasobjected to theuseof thebridgeas

partof the cycleway,but theadjacent

award-winningTotnesRareBreeds

Farmtoo.

Below recommendedwidth
Railway spokesmanDickWoodsaid that

theuseof the footbridgebycyclists at

all hoursof thedayandnightwould

affect the safetyofpassengers and

station security.

He said that thebridge ismore than

30%narrower than the three-metre

minimumrecommendedwidth

for sharedusepaths, asoutlined in

documentspublishedbyHighways

England–andnoneother than

cyclepathpromoter Sustrans.

“The railway’s concernsof thehazards

that couldbeposed to the25,000

passengers anda similarnumberof

visitors to theRareBreedsFarmthat

use thebridgeannually canbe fully

appreciated, particularly in viewof

the fact that anumberofhighway

authorities’legal departments across

thecountry arenowrefusing toadopt

such featureswhere the three-metre

minimumwidthcannotbeprovided,”

he said.

Forgotten costs?
“There is also the riskof the securityof

its station site,whichhasbeen lovingly

constructed fromscratchover theyears,

and isnowregardedas somethingof a

GWRstylegem.Theuseof theprivate

footbridgeasapublic rightofway for

cycles andpedestrianswould require it

tobeopen24hours aday, everydayof

theyear, and the railway feels that this

couldencourageantisocial behaviour

andvandalismof itsproperty, ashas

beenexperiencedat anumberof

other lines.”

Thecounty council is arguing that the

£165,000bridgewas fundedbypublic

money,but the railway isnowthe sole

owner and is responsible for its upkeep.

Dickadded:“Theoption touse the

existingbridge, rather thanbuilding

anewone to the required standard, is

likely tobearound£500,000cheaper for

the council, but thecostsofproviding

an increasedmaintenance regime for

the structure, togetherwith improved

security for the railwayand theother

landowners affectedby thenewcycle

route,will almost certainly exceed

this figure.”

theexpansion, vitalwork is also

continuingonourexisting facilities

and infrastructure toensure the railway

is somethingwecanall beproudof.”

➜Tofindoutmoreabout the

canalbridgeappeal, the reunification

project and tomakeadonation

online, head towww.gcrailway.co.uk/

unify

Donations to the appeal

through the post can bemade

with a cheque (payable to

‘David Clarke RailwayTrust’

with Crossing the Canal written on

the rear) and sent to: DCRT,

Lovatt House, 3Wharncliffe Road,

Loughborough, Leicestershire

LE11 1SL.

Restorationwork cannowstart on the canalbridge inLoughborough.GCR

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. Heritagerailway.co.uk 17



From London to Rio de Janeiro
– by underground railway
ByGeoffCourtney

ONEOF themost successful railway

restorationprojectsof recent timeshas

completed9000 journeysandcovered

10,000km–more than6000miles –

since it openedayear ago.Thedistance,

achievedby theMail Rail underground

railway in central London, is further than

anair journey toTokyoorRiode Janeiro.

Mail Rail, inClerkenwell, nearKing’s

Cross station,wasopenedby thePostal

MuseumonSeptember4 last year.

It is a restored stretchof the former

2ft-gaugePostOfficeUnderground

Railway thatopened in1927and ran

70ftbeneath thecapital’s streets for 6½

miles fromwest toeast London, carrying

millionsof letters andparcels adayon

driverless electric trains.

Popularity
The line closed in2003,beatenby the

relentlessmarchof lorries andvans,

but insteadofbeing sealedupwas

mothballedanda smallmaintenance

teamretained. In2013a£26million

projectwasunveiled that comprised

anewpostalmuseumandalso the

restorationofpartof theunderground

railway, basedatRoyalMail’sMount

Pleasant centre.

Itwasoriginallyplanned toopen the

railwaynext year, but suchwas thepace

of fundraising,which includeda£4½

millionHeritageLottery Fundgrant, that

thiswasable tobebrought forward to

last September.

An indication that the linewas tobe

awinnerwasevident soonafter the

railway’s launch,when figures released

exclusively toHeritageRailway showed

no fewer than55,000passengers

were carried in the first fourmonths,

while the total for the full first year

to thebeginningof Septemberwas

nearly 165,000,making it oneof the

mostpopularheritage railways in the

country, behindonly suchgiants as the

SwanageRailway.

TheSevernLamb-built battery-

powered trains areboarded in the

railway’s formermaintenanceand

repair depotbeneath theMount

Pleasant site,whichhasbeenconverted

intoanexhibition, hospitality and

passenger centre.

Passengers are takenona ride

ofnearly three-quartersof amile,

accompaniedbya recorded

commentary fromRayMiddlesworth,

a long-timeRoyalMail employee,who

in2003 signalled theendof the railway’s

letter-carryingexistenceby turningoff

thepower for the last time.

Momentous year
The20-minute subterranean journey

includes twoaudio-visual displays

andpassage throughbothplatforms

ofMountPleasant station, oneof the

line’s original eight stations that in the

line’s operational dayswere servedby

London’smajor sortingoffices.

LauraWright, chief executiveofficer

ofThePostalMuseum,ofwhichMail

Rail is apart, said:“It has trulybeena

momentous first year forus. Sincewe

opened in full (themuseumandMail

Rail),wehaveworked tirelessly to find

newandengagingways todeliver the

incrediblehistoryofhumanconnection

through theeyesof theBritishpost.

“Wewere finalists for theArt Fund

Museumof theYear awardandwere

awardedaTransportTrust redwheel

plaque in recognitionof theunique

heritagevalueofMail Rail.Theseare

fantastic accolades,which showhow

farwehavecome inoneyear, andwe

are immenselyproudofwhatwehave

achieved. It is ahuge success.”

The trainnowapproaching: In its first yearof operatingpublic trains,Mail Rail in

central Londonhas completed9000 journeys, travelledmore than6000miles,

carriednearly165,000passengers –making it oneof the country’s leading

heritage railways–andearned itsoperator ThePostalMuseumacoveted

Transport Trust redwheelplaque. THE POSTALMUSEUM

A1901-builtNERwoodencarriage thatwasusedasa familyhome for60years

has returned to serviceon theTanfieldRailway (TR). In the1930s itwasmoved to

Wiggenhall SaintGermans inNorfolkandconverted intoabungalow,becoming

ahome for twogenerationsof theClarke family,whomovedout in1994. Saved

forpreservation in2013, restorationwas carriedoutat StanegateRestorations

inHaltwhistle. In themeantime, TRvolunteerspreparedabogie chassis. Sisters

LindaandSally, part of theClarke family,were invited to ride in it on thedayof its

launchat theheritage lineonAugust 18. Sally said: “It’s abitweird seeing it as it is

now,becausewe just remember it asbeingourhouse.” TR
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IN BRIEF
➜Butterley ‘Jinty’onwayback
WORK on the boiler of ‘Jinty’No. 47445

is progressing well at the North Norfolk

Railway’sWeybourne boiler shop.

The barrel has been aligned to the

firebox and fully riveted back together.

The new rear corner pieces have now

been fully welded in position.

Owned by Derby City Museums

and Art Gallery, the 1927-built

0-6-0T is on long-term lease to the

Midland Railway Trust at Butterley.

The LMS 3F is currently undergoing

restoration in the heavy repair shed at

Swanwick Junction.

➜Sybil’snewboilermakes
progress
AMAJOR step forward has beenmade

with the restoration of former Dinorwic

Quarry Bagnall 0-4-0ST Sybil at the

West Lancashire Light Railway.

After detailed fitting work, the inner

firebox has been temporarily fitted

into the outer firebox. After fitting, the

firebox was checked for alignment,

with positive results.

This progress forms another major

step towards the completion of the

locomotive’s new boiler. Owned by the

Sybil Locomotive Trust, the boiler work

is being carried out ‘in-house’at the

line’s Hesketh Bank headquarters.

➜SierraLeonemuseum
becomescharity
THE Friends of the Sierra LeoneNational

RailwayMuseumhas been awarded

registered charity status by the Charities

Commission. Itmeans the group is

recognised by the British Government

asworking in the public interest.

It is hoped it will help in profile

building and fundraising for the

museum in Freetown.Themuseum is

home to a collection of 2ft 6in-gauge

rolling stock, including 4-8-2+2-8-4

Garratt No. 73, Hunslet 2-6-2T No. 81,

which is a sister toWelshpool & Llanfair

Railway-basedNo. 85 – and two diesels.



Fundraisers celebrate as
railway path reopening
moves step closer
ByGeoffCourtney

MEMBERSof theLakeDistrict

Foundationarecelebratingthesuccess

ofacampaigntoraise fundstowards

thereopeningofpartof the former

CockermouthKeswick&PenrithRailway,

apopularpathuntilbeingdevastatedby

floodsnearly threeyearsago.

Thethreemilesof trackbedbetween

KeswickandThrelkeldhadbecomea

popularattractiontowalkers, touristsand

cyclists since itsopeningasatrail in1985,

but inDecember2015StormDesmond

strucktheareawithdevastatingresults,

andnonemoresothanonthis stretchof

former railway.

Twooriginal railwaybridgescrossing

theRiverGretaand220yardsof

embankmentwerewashedaway,a third

bridgewasdamaged,andasectionof

raisedboardwalkdestabilised.

Thedamagewasestimatedat

nearly£5½million,and lastDecember

HighwaysEnglandprovidedagrantof

£2½million fromafundforpaths that

weresuitable foroff-roadcycling,and

soreducedtheneedforcyclists touse

busy roads.

Community support
Inaddition, theLakeDistrictNational

ParkAuthorityannouncedafundraising

partnershipwiththeLakeDistrict

Foundation,whichfinancesconservation,

environmentalandculturalheritage

projects, andthishasnowpassedthe

six-figuremark–a landmarkdescribed

byfoundationdirectorSarahSwindleyas

“a testament totheamazingcommunity

spirit inKeswick”.

Praisingtheenergyandenthusiasm

of residentsandvisitors,whoshesaid

greatlymissedthepathandhadhelped

toraisemorethan£102,000todate,

Sarahsaidthecampaignwassupported

by72 localbusinesses,whileanumberof

organisationsalsogot involved, including

aschoolandKeswickAthleticClub,which

heldanational fell runningevent.The

foundationalsohostedacharityauction

that raised£8600.

The next step
MarkEccles,headofparkmanagement

at theLakeDistrictNationalPark

Authority, said: “Ahugethankyouto

everyonewhocontributedtowards

theterrific fundraisingeffort, andto

the foundation forco-ordinatingthe

campaign.Everyonewhotookpart

shouldbeproud.”

Hesaid theauthoritywasnow

waitingto learnof theresults toa

numberofmajor fundingbids.“Weare

highlyoptimistic thatwewill secure

theamountneededtobeable toto

beginconstruction, subject toplanning

permission, later thisyear.”

Thework isexpectedtotaketwoyears,

indicatingareopeningin2020.

Thereconstructionworkwill include

replacingthedamagedboardwalkby

reopening‘BigTunnel,’anoriginal

92-yardrailwaytunnelonthelinebeneath

theA66nearKeswickthatbecauseofcost

wasnot incorporatedintothepathwhen

itwasopened33yearsago.

The31½-mileCockermouthKeswick&

PenrithRailwaywasopened inJanuary

1865,andclosedbyBR intwostages

–theCockermouthtoKeswicksection

inApril1966andthestretchbetween

KeswickandPenrith,partofwhich isnow

theKeswick-Threlkeldpath, inMarch

1972.

Single-minded: LMS-designed,BR-builtClass2MTNo.46432waitsatThrelkeld

station, the firemanhavingbeengiventhesingle line tokentoallowthe train to

proceedwestwards towardsKeswick,over thestretchof line thatwasconverted

intoapopular railwaypath,but is currently closedafterbeing ravagedbystorms

in2015.Thedateof thephotograph isunrecorded,but the2-6-0carriesa12C

shedplate, indicatingadateofbetween1955and1958,whentheengine’shome

shedofWorkingtonwasallocated that code.The18-lever signalboxwhich towers

over the locomotiveclosed in1967,andonthe right is thegoodsyardcrane,

constructedof timber,butwith twoheavybraces,perhaps toenable it to liftheavy

stoneblocks fromnearbyquarries.CUMBRIAN RAILWAYSASSOCIATION/MAY038
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Left:DennisHowells atDerehamon theMid-Norfolk

RailwayonMay29, 2014. PHILMARSH

DennisHowells andbrother JohnstandbyaFowler tank

inSwansea in1948.

Above:GrahamTyler, BruceMurray,

DennisHowells andRogerPaddison

onNo. 9466at Steamon theMeton

May9, 1996. PHILMARSH

Left: TheNationalRailwayMuseum

Swindon’s recordsproject teamof

DennisHowells, TimProctor and Ivor

Lewis. PHILMARSH

AtributefromPhilMarsh

DENNISHowells’namewillbe familiar

toallHeritageRailway readers.This is the

markof theman,whoispossiblybest

knowntoday forhisgo-anywhereWR

Hawksworth-design0-6-0PTNo.9466,

whichheownedfor41years, restoring

it fromaBarryscrapyardtoconcourse

condition,operatingacrossswathesof

thenationalandpreservedrailnetwork.

Hewasdiagnosedwithcancerat

thestartof thisyearandsuggestedwe

recordhis railwayhistory for therecord.

Havingknowneachother formore

than30years,withDennisandhis team

beingresponsible for introducingmeto

railwaypreservation, thiscameasahuge

honourandprivilege.Thefollowing isa

brief recordandappreciationofhismany

railwayachievements.

A schoolboy’s dream fulfilled
Dennis joinedBritishRailways in1955,

initially lookingto join the footplate

grades, somethinghis familyandcareers

masterwereagainst,possiblybecause

thiswastheyearof theBRModernisation

Plan, forecastingtheendofsteam.

His familysuggestedhebecamea

skilledtoolmaker,andsubsequentlyhad

interviewswithDeHaviland,

HandleyPageand

Napier,before joining

therailways.

Schoolholidays

Farewell to steam owner
extraordinare Dennis!
DENNIS BRYNLEY HOWELLS MBE NOVEMBER 20, 1939 – AUGUST 18, 2018

werespentwithhisuncleBill inSwansea,

and inhisownwordshe“splithis time

betweenthebeachandridingwith

uncleBill, aSwanseaPaxtonStreet

driver,onthe footplate”.Onesuchtrip

shapedhis55-year railwaycareerwhen

theystoppedatasignalboxandsawa

telegraph linesmanatwork.“Itwas love

at first sight,”Dennis said.

Later thatyear,aged15,hebecamean

apprentice in thetechnicaldepartment

atWatfordandretired in2010,aged

71,as the leadsignalengineerwiththe

NetworkRailenhancementgroup.

HeremainedontheWestCoastMain

Lineuntil1992,alsoworkingEustonand

Willesdenuntil appointedsignallingand

telegraphengineergeneral southern,

based inCroydon.Hewasalsotesting

andcommissioningengineer,Railtrack

MajorProjectsDivisionSouthern,and

laterworkedonRailtrack’sAngliaZoneas

leaddesignandconstructionengineer.

Dennis saidhehadneverhada job

hedidn’tenjoyandthemost‘getting-

used-to’postwasdivisional signalling

engineer (general)Southern,with

theremitofachievingsignallingand

testingstaff’s independenceafter the

Claphamdisaster.

Dennis’careerspannedthe

most recent twoWCMLupgrades,

electrification in the1960s,and40years

later,PassengerUpgrade2for the

tiltingVirginClass390Pendolinos.

Whenasked ifhehadanyregrets,

Dennis said:“Yes:whenfouraspect

signallingwascommissioned in1965,

Iwantedto letaCamdenDuchess loose

toseehowfast it couldgo.”

HewascalledtotheLadbrokeGrove

disaster inquiryasasignal sightingexpert

witness,andwastheholderof the first

InstitutionofRailwaySignalEngineers'

seniorengineer licenceandalsoaFellow

of thePermanentWay Instituteand IRSE.

Awarded anMBE
DenniswasawardedanMBE‘for

services to theRailway Industry’in the

2002Queen’sBirthdayHonours list.The

awardwaspresentedbyHMQueen,

andhewas certainhehad turnedhis

backonher, but thevideo showed to

his relief hehadmetall protocols.His

preservationcareerwasnot cited in

theaward.

Despite this, 99%of readersmayonly

be familiarwithhispreservationcareer,

which startedwithGWRKingNo. 6024

KingEdward I,when in1973, hebecame

a foundermemberand then leaderof

theowninggroupatQuaintonRoad.

HeworkedonNo. 6024untilMay1977

whenheboughtNo. 9466,whichhe

estimated“mighthave seen£500,000

lavishedon it in40years”.Healsoowned

aGWRToadbrakevan, aHawksworth

brakecarriageandFruitDVan.

RestorationatQuainton started

immediatelywithhisparents’and

GrahamTyler’s assistance, first steaming

in1985 sportingaGWRgreen livery.

Theenginewas stripped to its frames,

shotblasted, and restorationcarried

out towhatwas tobecomeDennis’

trademark immaculate standards.

WhenheboughtNo. 9466, itwas

alreadyatQuainton,but inBarry

condition,withmanymissingparts,

includingagauge frame.

Aswithother stagesof the restoration,

colleaguesmadeout scrap firewood

sales invoices toDennis coveringmany

components. For example,whenDerby

Workswas convertingaPolmadie steam

crane todiesel power, apair ofgauge

frames taken fromthemwerebought

andcarried toLondononaHighSpeed

Trainand thenvia theunderground to

hishome inRayners Lane.

Achancecall led tohimbuyingcab

windowsmadeavailable fromthe15XX

classpanniersnearCoventrybeing

withdrawn,which fittedNo. 9466.

WhileA Jewel inTheCrownwasbeing

filmedatQuainton inAugust 1982,

No. 9466 receivedanevictionnotice

fromthe filmcompanyas itwas in the

wayof filming,buthemanaged to

charge the filmcompany tomove the

engineoutof sight!

Thepannier’s boiler received itsmain

lineaccreditationatBridgnorthon

August 23, 1984, and theengine first

steamedsixmonths later, carryinga

GWRgreen livery. Itwas thendue to

takepart in theSwindon150cavalcade
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Right:DennisHowells’Hawksworth

0-6-0pannier tankNo.9466at

NorwichonJune23,2012.Builtby

RobertStephensonandHawthorns in

1951toaGWRdesign, it entered traffic

inFebruary1952atWorcester (85A).

PHILMARSH

Below right:DennisHowellswith

No. 9466during its overhaul at the

BuckinghamshireRailwayCentreon

April 3, 2014. PHILMARSH

fromDidcot, but its tyreswere 1⁄32in

belowthe required thickness so it

missed the trip.

Chesham centenary star turn
HereturnedtoDidcotRailwayCentre

inJuly1989andmetRogerPaddison

andtheSteamonTheMetteam,and

No.9466wasbookedas the reserve

locomotive for thatyear’sChesham

centenary steamevent.

MetropolitanRailwayEclass0-4-4T

No.1 failed,butNo.9466provedan

admirable substituteandbecamea

regularon theseservices.Dennis,who

wasamemberof theSteamontheMet

steeringgroup,becametheir footplate

inspector recommendingcrewsand

managing their competencies, aswell as

carryingout fitness-to-runexams,which

healsocarriedout forall themain line

steamoperators.

The linkswere soclosewithLondon

UndergroundthatNo.9466 received its

subsequent10-yearlyoverhauls in1995

atRuislipand2005atNeasdendepots,

with running incarriedoutwithindepot

boundaries.

No.9466 isoneofonly two9400class

survivors–NationalCollection-owned

No.9400 isdisplayedatSwindon.The

soleoperational survivorof its classhas

runonthenationalnetwork inCornwall

on theLooebranch, steaming light

engineover theRoyalAlbertBridge

onthesubsequentpositioningmove,

Dennis’mostmemorable trip.

TheenginehasalsovisitedStratford-

upon-Avon, Ironbridge,Cardiff and

Sheringhamonmain linework, as

well asvisitingmostof themajor

leaguepreserved railways.Dennis

fondly recalled theNovember2016

tripascending theLickey Inclinewhen

No.9466’sbrickarch took36hours to

cooldownafterwards!

TheWelshexcursion tookplace in1992

whenNo.9466celebrated theTaffVale

150celebrationsbyoperatinga rakeof

20-toncokehoppers fromRadyraround

theCardiff andCathaysarea. Fouryears

later, it operatedamaintenance trainon

theMetropolitanLine inHertfordshire.

Inaddition toworkingonthe

restorationofNo.6024,Dennisalso led

the restoration (apart fromtheboiler)

of theDidcot-basedNo.6023King

Edward II,wherehewasalso locomotive

managerand footplate inspector.

As if thiswasnotenough,Denniswas

theengineerwhooversawDidcot’s

GWRsteamrailmotorNo.93’smotor

bogieproject.

Ithasbeenwidelydocumented

No.6023neededonesetofnewdriving

wheels, andDenniswasthe firstperson

togetaBritish-madesteamwheelset

approvedformain lineworking,and

supervised13othersimilarwheelsets.

Wearingtwohatsandmore
Inadditiontothis,he foundtime

tobetheMid-NorfolkRailway

steamsuperintendentandthe

BuckinghamshireRailwayCentre’s

locomotive inspector,whichexplains

whyNos.9466and6023bothworkedat

Dereham.

Hewasamemberof theActon-based

WesternModelRailwaySociety,beinga

keenmodeller, scratch-buildinga large

collectionofO-gaugerollingstock.

From2010,Dennis spenta lotof time

at theNationalRailwayMuseuminYork

cataloguing itsSwindonglassplates,

blueprints,drawingsandphotographs

of locomotives, carriagesandwagons

androadvehicles.Hereckonedtheteam

coulddo70adayandestimatedthatas

therewere36,000to identify,hewould

nevercomplete thetask.

Onesurprisingsetofplansuncovered

were foraGWR4-8-4bogie tender

enginenamedUranusontheblueprint.

Hisonly regret isoneofCamden’s

Duchessesdidnot rununder thenewly

installed four-aspectsignalling installed

for theWCMLelectrification in1965to

see justhowfastonecouldgo!

Healsohadadreamof runninghis

Hawksworththird-classbrakecarriage

No.2242asasupportcoachtoNo.9466,

whichnowseemsunlikely tohappen.

However,hedidnotexpecthis

activities tobecutsoshort.Dennis

HowellsMBEhas lefta legacy forothers

toenjoyandrememberhimbyfor

generations.Hesuccumbedtocancer,

aged78,onAugust18,notable toenjoy

one lastmain linerunwithNo.9466.

Dennisenjoyedhis finaldrivingturn

onNo.9466at theMid-NorfolkRailway

onJuly15.

Theauthor, inconjunctionwithWest

CoastRailways,NetworkRail, London

TransportMuseum,Mid-NorfolkRailway

andtheChinnor&PrincesRisborough

Railway,wasarrangingone lastmain line

outing forDennisandNo.9466.

It ishopedhis trainwilloperateon

Saturday,October20asamemorial

train fromCastleBarPark toPrinces

Risboroughandreturn,withNo.9466

beingservicedatChinnor.

➜Newsandticketswillbeavailable

via theMid-NorfolkRailway’swebsite

www.mnr.org.ukandanyprofitswill

bedonatedtoStLuke’sHospice,where

Dennispassedaway.The link for readers’

donations is:www.justgiving.com/

fundraising/dennis-brynley-howells-

mbe

SteamontheUnderground inMarch

2019will alsobecommemorating

Dennis,with ticketsavailable in theusual

wayvia theLondonTransportMuseum.
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Tender progress on Bo’ness 8F

Hinton Manor comes home after 10-year exile
ByPaulAppleton

ONEof theSevernValleyRailway’sbest-

loved locomotives,GWR4-6-0No.7819

HintonManor, has returnedtotherailway

aftermorethan10yearsondisplay ina

shoppingcentre inSwindon.

TheDesignerOutletVillage is set in

partof the formerSwindonLocomotive

Works,whereNo.7819wasbuilt almost

80yearsagoatacostof£4914.

Theoperationtoremovethe68-ton

locomotive includedtheremovalof

a largeglasswall insidetheshopping

centrebefore it couldmoveoutof the

buildingandbe loadedontothewaiting

low-loader for transport toKidderminster,

where itwasunloaded intimefordisplay

inoneof thebays thereover thebank

holidayweekend.

It isplannedtocleanupthe

locomotive,which last steamedin1994,

ready fordisplay in theEngineHouse

atHighley,where itwillbecomethe

railway’s‘weddingengine’– thevisitor

centrehavinga licencetomarryhappy

couplesat theSVR-runvenue.There

areno immediateplans torestore the

ByGarethEvans

THE restorationof theScottishRailway

PreservationSociety’s Stanier 8Fhas

reachedanother stage.

The tender tankonBo’ness-based

TCCDNo. 45170 (WDNo. 554)hasbeen

liftedoff the tender chassis.The tank

hasalreadybeencleanedoutand the

coal holehasbeen repairedandpainted.

Thewheelsets arenowdue tobe sent

for retyringafterbeingcleaned.

The journals andhornguideswill also

be inspectedand repairedasnecessary

–and the frameswill be strippedback

prior topainting.

The tender axleshavebeen

ultrasonically tested for crackswithall

found tobe sound.The frontbufferplate

will need tobe replaceddue tocracks

andhistorical damage.Although in

soundcondition, thedragboxwill need

its locating rivets renewedasat some

time in itspast, it hashadaheavy shunt

withdamage to the rivets evident.The

general conditionof all the frames is

remarkable,withnocorrosionevident

at all.

4MT progress
Built by theNorthBritish Locomotive

Company inGlasgow in1942, the2-8-0

was loanedby theMinistryof Supply

to theLMS,beforebeingconverted to

right-handdriveandshipped toTurkey

in1943.After returning to theUK in

2011, itwasondisplayat Shildon.

TheSRPS is aiming tooverhaul the

powerful locomotive tomain line

standards.Donations tohelp return the

locomotive to trafficwouldbewelcome.

Details canbe foundat: https://

mydonate.bt.com/events/stanier8f/

Theoverhaulof theSRPS’BRStandard

4MT2-6-4TNo. 80105continues.

Thepony truckandbogiehavebeen

assembledandplaced inposition ready

for the lift to refit thedrivingwheels.

Work is almost completeon thehuge

taskofmakingand fittingof firebox

staynuts.Thenext jobafter the lift

will be repairs to the smokeboxanda

newdoor.

Theoverhaulsof twootherpopular

TheoverhaulofCaledonianRailway

No.419 ismechanicallycomplete.Gloss

paintingand lining isprogressingwell

andnearingcompletion.The1907-built

0-4-4T isgettingveryclosetoasteam

test.Workonthis locomotive isnow

themainpriorityof theSRPSsteam

department’sefforts in therunningshed.

No.419 is to star in theBo’ness&

Kinneil Railway’sCaledonianReunion

galaonNovember2-4.With0-6-0

No. 828visiting fromStrathspey, twoCR

blue liveried locoswill bebe fine sight.

membersof theSRPS steamfleet are

approaching the finish line.

D49 & Caley
Repairs to theboiler of LNERD49

No.246Morayshireareallbutcomplete,

withtubingnowinprogress.Workon

the framesandtenderarecomplete

andready for theboiler tobefitted.

Theoverhaul isbeingcarriedoutby

theLlangollenRailwayEngineeringCo

inDenbighshire.The4-4-0 isduetobe

finished inLNERapplegreen livery.

locomotivetoworkingorder.

ThemoveatSwindonwaspart

ofawiderplanthatsees twoother

locomotivesappearingondisplay innew

locations; thespacevacatedbyHinton

ManorhasbeentakenbyNo.7821

DitcheatManor,whichmovedtheshort

distance fromSTEAM–Museumof the

GreatWesternRailway,which in turn

wasable toreceiveNo.2818,partof the

NationalCollection,whichhasbeen

deaccessionedbytheNationalRailway

Museumandwas latterlyondisplayat

theNRM’sShildonoutstation.

ANinquiry isunderway into

an incident inwhichapairof

unbrakedcoaches rolled131ft

intoclosed levelcrossinggates

atBittonstationontheAvon

ValleyRailway.

Nobodywashurt in the

incident,whichhappenedat

around5.15pmonJuly25during

shuntingoperations.Neitherof

thecoacheswasdamaged.

Followingapreliminary

examination intothe

circumstances,astatement from

theRailAccident Investigations

Branchsaid:“Thecollisioncaused

minordamagetothegates

andtrack.

“Havingassessedtheevidence

whichhasbeengatheredtodate,

wehavedecidedtopublisha

safetydigest.Thesafetydigest

willbemadeavailableonour

website in thenext fewweeks.”

Theoverhaul ofCaledonianRailwayNo. 419 is fast approaching completion. SRPS

BackonSevernValleymetals: 1939-builtGWR4-6-0No. 7819HintonManor

standsatBridgnorth stationoppositeGWR2-8-0No. 2857,which is carrying

aheadboard inmemoryof theSVR’s former locomotive superintendentRay

Tranter,whoplayedamajor role in theoriginal restorationofHintonManor. A

FriendsofHintonManorgroupwas setup inhismemory.KENNY FELSTEAD
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Right:MotorRail

SimplexNo. 7403

headsa shortgoods

towardsNewBarn

Halt.

Richmond Light Railway’s

Words&picturesbyKennyFelstead

NOT too far away fromtheKentandEast

SussexRailway is a littlegemofa railway

situated inabackgarden.TheRichmond

LightRailway inHeadcorn is aprivately-

ownedrailway that comesacrossasabig

garden railwaywith itsmodel railway-

likeperfectly keptgrassandballast.

Having seenphotosof the set-up,

Iwas intrigued to seewhat itwas

likemyself sowhena friendofmine

askedme if Iwanted to joinhim in

attending theVintageFair onAugust

18, I jumpedat thechance. I knewvery

little about the railway, so Iwasgoing

inwithanopenmindandboy, Iwasn’t

disappointed.

The story to date
Thewhole story for Richmondbegan

in 2007whenRichmondFarm,

previously usedas apig farm,was

purchased. After renovationwork to

thehouse, plansweredrawnup for a

railway to showoff the collectionof

locomotives and rolling stock acquired

fromacross theworld.

Afterdemolishingacoupleof the

outbuildingson site, theengine shed

wasbuilt inDecember2010,with the

first itemsof rolling stockarriving in

April 2011. By theendof2012 the

mainlinehadbeencompleted,with the

additionof thepassing loop in2013, the

mainRichmondStationarea, ashpit and

water tower finished in2014and the

O&K0-4-0WTSusanheadsa shortgoodsaway fromNewBarnHalt

Passing trains atRichmond:As Jennywaits todepart forNewBarnHalt,Cloister

headsa loadedpassenger train

Above:RareCouillet-

builtChuquitanta

crosses thepond

witha train for

Richmond.

steam spectacular
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southernextension toNewBarnHalt

in2015.

Onarrival,wewent through to

the loco shedsandprepareawhere

four little locomotiveswere raising

steamready for a ratherbusydayof

entertaining themanyvisitors.The

line-up fromthe railway’s‘toybox’was

rather interesting. Fromthe steamside

of things, therewasArn-Jung Jenny

(No. 3175of1921),Orenstein&Koppel

Susan (No. 3136of1908) and the rather

rareCouilletChuquitanta (No. 810of

1885), discovered ina restauranton the

siteof theoldSugarCaneFactory in

Peru,where itworked.

Alsooperationalwere the line’s

Baguley-DrewrydieselNo.1 andMotor

Rail SimplexNo. 7403.Alsoappearing

courtesyof theHampshireNarrow

GaugeRailwayTrustwasQuarryHunslet

0-4-0STCloister,which looked right at

homeon thisgarden railway set-up.

Photo opportunities
Itwasn’t all about the railway either –

ploddingaround thehousegrounds

were a small selectionof traction

engines andvintage vehicles.These

included the railway’s own JohnFowler

4nhpCompoundTraction Engine, built

byColleen in 1927– andat theother

endof the scale, a FordModelT.You

could evenenjoy a rideon someof the

traction engines if youaskednicely.

Inside theboiler shopwas a small

model railway and locomotivedisplay

Arn Jung0-4-0WT Jennyheads for
NewBarnHalt passing theFordModel T.

Chuquitanta,Cloister, Susanand Jennyposeon thegirderbridgeat theendof theday.

alongside aphotographic displayof the

constructionof the railway.

The line is approximately three-

quarters of amile long,with a short

branch line comingoff of themain loop

line.There are two stations –Richmond

by the traction engine field andyard

andNewBarnHalt,where visitors join

from the car park.

The lineoffered awealthof

photographic opportunities,with a

near complete free for all access to all

areas across the site.Therewas a lovely

steel girder bridgeover apondon the

NewBarnBranch,where you could

photograph trains heading to and from

NewBarn from threedifferent angles.

Popularity
Then therewas thepassing shot

at Richmond,with a train sat in the

platformwaiting toheadoff toNew

Barnbeingpassedby another service

thatwasdoing the circuit from

NewBarn.There are alsoplentyof

opportunities to lineup the locoswith

the tractionenginesor cars.

Theevent seemed tobewell

attended for somewhere that has

poppedup in the last six years. Let’s

hope thepopularity continues.You

could almost say it’s like amini Statfold

Barn in that youdon’t knowwhat to

expect until youget there – and there

maybe somethingneweach timeyou

visit.
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Double delight as railway
works of art go on show
ByGeoffCourtney

TWOexhibitionsofpaintingsby

someof thecountry’s leading railway

artists are currentlydelighting

visitors toLocomotion inShildonand

Kidderminster RailwayMuseum.

Theexhibitionat Locomotion,which

comprises28worksbyChristine

Pulham, is a‘first’forboth themuseum

and theartist,with theCountyDurham

museumstagingadisplayby justone

artist, and it is alsoChris’solodebut.

It opened to thepubliconAugust 19,

andamong thosewhoattended the

launchwere representativesof the

National RailwayMuseumand the

prestigiousGuildofRailwayArtists, of

whichChris is a fullmember.

Someof thepaintingsondisplayare

available for sale, and the first purchase

camewithinhoursof theopening.

Thisworkwas titledThe last autumn

1927, anddepictedaWisbech&Upwell

Tramway locomotive in the final

monthsof thepassenger serviceon this

idiosyncratic EastAnglian line.

Locomotives
Chris’exhibitioncameabout after she

andherhusbandRob,who ispublicity

officer for theartists’guild, visited

Locomotion last year.“Chris thought

howshemight like anexhibitionof

herwork there, so I contactedoneof

thedutymanagers,whowas really

enthusiastic,”saidRob,whileChris

described theoccasionas“surreal, as if

it’s all happening to someelse”.

Among the locomotives featured in

theexhibitionareA4Nos. 4499Pochard

and60007 SirNigelGresley, No. 4073

CaerphillyCastle, BritanniaNo. 70001

LordHurcomb, B1No. 61240Harry

Hinchliffe,anddieselsDelticandClass 52

D1015WesternChampion.

Meanwhile, over inGWRterritory in

Kidderminster, railwayartistryhas also

beenondisplayat theGuildofRailway

Artists’annual Railart exhibition.The

showwasopenedonAugust 25by

televisionpersonality andkeen railway

enthusiastChrisHughesat the town’s

railwaymuseum, andwithin twohours,

15of theexhibition’s 53paintingshad

been reserved.

Theguild’s exhibitionofficerAnna

Bastin saidof this instant success:“These

saleswereagratifying indicationof the

reputationof theguild’s artists, and the

continuing interest in railwayart at its

verybest.”

Compliments
Thepaintingsondisplayare

watercolours, oils, acrylics, charcoal and

othermedia inawide rangeof styles

andsizes.

Anna said:“Therehavebeenmany

compliments fromvisitors about the

worksondisplay, including fromChris

at theopening,whoprovidedan

entertainingandheartfelt address.”

Chris, a former railwayman, a regular

onBBCTV’s Eggheadsquizprogramme,

anda supporterof theLMS-Patriot

project,which isbuildingNo. 5551The

UnknownWarrior, appropriatelywore

agreasetopdriver’s hat forhis opening

speech,much to thedelightof the100

guests.

RailwaysonCanvasbyChristine

PulhamatLocomotionandRailart 2018

atKidderminster RailwayMuseumeach

rununtil September30.

Entry toboth is free.

Workof art: AhappyChrisPulhamamong thepaintings inher soloexhibitionat LocomotionMuseumonopeningday,

August 19.Ondisplay to the left is a late-1940s scene fromYorkNorth shed titledShedbunking,depicting two trainspotters

at thedoorway summoningupcourage toenter as theyadmire theA1andA4Pacifics andaV2 inside. Thepaintingon the

right is Lion– theprideofBeamish, featuringBeamish collierydraughthorseLionpullinga coalwagon through thepit

yard, a scenewhichChris says inher exhibitionnoteswould longagohavebeenaneverydayevent in theDurhamcoalfields.

Behind theartist is Class 7F ‘SuperD’ 0-8-0No. 9395 (BRNo. 49395), built at theLNWRCreweworks in June1921asNo. 485,

withdrawn inNovember1959, andpreservedaspart of theNational Collection.ROB PULHAM

Right: Platformfor success:Oneof theartists exhibitingatRailart 2018 is Emma

Safe,whosedistinctive style in charcoal onpaperhas intriguedmany since she

appearedon the railwaypainting scene.ALiverpoolArt Schoolgraduate, she

isparticularly interested in station scenes, as is illustratedby thisdrawingof

passengers atNewcastle, oneof threeworksbyEmmaselected for inclusion in the

exhibition.

Right:Main line–and

branch line:Oneof the

displaysatRailart 2018 is

this trioofpaintingsby

threeFellowsof theGuild

ofRailwayArtists.On the

left isHurricane through

Kidderminster, byguild

president JohnAustin,

showingGWRCastle class

4-6-0No. 5072Hurricane;

SRMerchantNavyPacific

No. 35004CunardWhiteStar

(middle) is aworkbyPhilip

DHawkins titledMakingUp

Time; andMalcolmRoot’s

painting In theBleakmid-

Winter (right) depicts LNER

F5class 2-4-2TNo. 67200

onanOngar trainat Epping

station. ROGER BASTIN
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Aclose-upofoneof theeast-end

cornerpillars, bothofwhichneed tobe

replaced. TOMCURTIS/ TR

Tomark the launchof the coach rebuildproject onAugust 20 itwasdisplayed

atTywynWharf stationalongwithCorris vanNo. 6, beforebeingmoved to

the railway’s PendreWorks inpreparation for the restorationwork tobegin.

BARBARA FULLER

Talyllyn launches £20,000 Corris coach rebuild appeal
ByGarethEvans

THETALYLLYNRailwayhas launched

anappeal to restore theonly coach still

operational fromfellow2ft 3ingauge

line, theoriginal Corris Railway (CR).

While the full extentof thework

requiredwill notbeknownuntil the

panelling is removed, it is expected to

cost in the regionof£20,000, including

labour.Once funding is inplace, it is

estimated the taskwill takearound

sixmonths.

The22-seaterwasbuilt in1898by the

byMetropolitanCarriageandWagon

Co inBirminghamandwasoneof the

last twocoachesbuilt for theCR. Itwas

made redundantwhenpassenger

serviceswerewithdrawnby theGWR,

whichhadacquired theCR in1930.

Thecarriage,No. 8andsisterNo. 7

were sold toaGWRofficial andmoved

tohishome inGobowen,nearOswestry,

Shropshire.No. 7was turned intoa

chickencoopandNo. 8becamea

summerhouse/greenhouse.

Preservation
In 1958, thecoacheswere locatedby

theTR.No. 8wasboughtandmoved

toTywyn in1959,where thebodywork

was restored.Anewchassis and running

gearweremade in theTR’s Pendre

Works.The restoredcoachwaspainted

inbrownCR liverywithornategold leaf

grecian liningandwithoriginalCRcrests

surrounding theTR runningnumber17.

Thecoachentered service in1961and

with its all-roundwindows immediately

becamepopular.

OnNovember25, 1982 it carried

thePrincessofWales fromPendre

toRhydyronen,withPrinceCharles

travellingon the footplateof Fletcher

Jennings0-4-0WTDolgoch.

In 2008,No. 17 receivedaminor

overhaul and repaint,when the former

Pullman transfersused in1961were

replacedwithDutchBronze transfers.

Thevermilion liningwasalsoaltered to

reflect a survivingpanel still extanton

theCR.

Nearly 60yearsofuseon theTR–

almost twice its time in serviceon the

CR–has taken its toll and thebodywork

nowrequires somemajor repairs

and rebuilding.

While the full extentof thework

requiredwill onlybecomeclearwhen

panelling is removedand the ravages

of timeare investigated, it is knownthe

east-endcornerpillars are rottenand

panelling requires replacement.

Roughlyhalf of the£20,000estimate

is formaterials andhalf for labour. It

is intended todo thework inTywyn,

whichwill require theemploymentof a

skilled coachbuilder. It is hoped to retain

asmuchsurvivingoriginalmaterial

aspossible, as there is still some1898

material soldieringon in thecarriage.

Thecarriagealso requires a full

mechanical overhaul, including

TheBluebell Railway's SECRH0-4-4TNo. 263passesHazeldenwith the10amfromSheffieldParkonAugust 17.NICK GILLIAM

alignment checkson thebogies and

suspensionmodifications.

The other survivor
No. 7, the sister carriage toNo. 8,

survives at theCRmuseum inCorris.

Half thevehiclehasbeen restored, the

remainder left togivean ideaof the

condition itwas found in.No. 7was

recovered10years afterNo. 8.

➜Donations canbemadevia

https://www.facebook.com/

corriscoach17rebuild/ orbypost to:

Corris CoachRebuildingFund, c/o

TywynWharf Station,NeptuneRoad,

Tywyn,Gwynedd, LL369EY.

Pleasemakechequespayable to

TalyllynHoldingsLtd.
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Eleven Class 50s at
Severn Valley 50th
anniversary gala
ByPaulAppleton

FANSof theEnglishElectricClass 50

‘Hoovers’are set for a treatwhen the

SevernValleyRailway stages its tribute

to theclassover threedays from

Thursday toSaturday,October4-6.

Celebrating50yearsof the class, the

Class 50Golden Jubileeeventwill see

asmanyas11membersof the type in

operation. Sixof the survivingexamples

are in thecareof theSVR-basedClass 50

Alliance,with fiveothers visiting from

other lines andprivate individuals.

Scheduled toappear areNos. 50007/

8/15/17/26/31/33/35/44/49/50.

However, theparticipationof

No. 50033Glorious is subject to

completionof its overhaul in time.

Aswell as full line services, a special

timetablewill include local‘extras’

betweenKidderminster andBewdley,

givingan intensive serviceofClass 50

operationalong the16-mile line.

This shouldbe the largestgatheringof

a singlemain line type, either steamor

diesel,with just 10 required inoperation

toachieve thatobjective.

KidderminsterDieselDepotwill

beopen tovisitorson theFridayand

Saturday,while another featurewill see

Class 50-hauledballast trains in action.

Supporting standswithmodels, trade,

memorabilia and societieswill alsobe in

attendance.

Visitwww.svr.co.uk for furtherdetails.

Steam heat
Elsewhere, theSVRhasagreeda

12-monthhire agreementwith theEast

LancashireRailwayDieselGroup forone

of its operationalClass 40s tobebased

on the line,

The loanperiodwill include the

steam-heatperiodbetweenOctober

andMay,whena steam-boiler-fitted

Welsh Highland Railway tours will be repeated in 2019
ByGarethEvans

THEFfestiniog&WelshHighland

Railwayshas confirmed it intends to

repeat its series of heritage tours of the

WelshHighlandRailway in 2019.

Marketed as Journey into thePast,

and sponsoredby theWelshHighland

HeritageGroup, the special trainswere

trialledonSundays inAugust.

Starting atDinas,with a connection

for the first train fromCaernarfon,

participantsweregreetedby their

host for theday, beforeboarding

their special train. HauledbyEngland

0-4-0STTNo.2Prince, the three

heritage carriagesdeparted along the

originalNorthWalesNarrowGauge

Railway trackbed.

Different experiences
The first stopwas atTryfan Junction,

where the stationbuildinghasbeen

lovingly restoredbyWHHGvolunteers.

Participants could see inside and

learnmore about theonce-busy little

quarry line, theBryngwynbranch.

Helpedby amugof stationmaster’s tea

or coffee, participants could alsomake

useof someunusual photographic

opportunities, including a run-past at

Tryfan Junction.

After crossing theCaernarfon-

bound service train atWaunfawr and

continuingon toRhydDdu, participants

could stopand seeother former

stations andbuildings,whichoftengo

un-noticed from regular passing trains.

While the locomotive ran aroundand

tookonwater at RhydDdu, participants

were servedapacked lunch,with the

chance to stretch their legsbefore the

return toDinas.

Thoseheadingback toCaernarfon

could enjoyobserving the shunting in

thehour’s connectionback atDinas.

F&WHRcommercialmanagerClare

Britton said:“The trial hasbeena

success – the concepthas gonedown

verywell.We thought the trainswould

only bepopularwith enthusiasts,

butwe’ve actually found theyhave

attracteda surprisingnumberof first

timevisitors,who’vewanted todo

somethingdifferent.We intend to

operate themagain in 2019.

“Thenice thing about it is thatTryfan

Junctionwasdoneupbyvolunteers,

yet hardly anyonehad seen insidewhat

is awonderfully restoredbuilding.

“Running these trains has led to a

significant increase in footfall at the

station.”

diesel locomotive is required tocover

timetableddiesel turnson the line’s

TimetableAservice.

Thisduty is currentlybeingcoveredby

green-liveriedNo. 40106,whichwasdue

to seeoperationduringSeptember, but

is set tobe replacedby fellowClass40

No. 40135 for the remainderof

the contract.

No. 40106wasbuilt in1960at

Robert, Stephenson&HawthornLtd

andentered trafficwith thepre-TOPS

number306. InAugust 1984, itwas

namedAtlanticConveyor inhonour

of thosewho lost their liveswhen the

Cunardcargo shipof thatnamewas

sunkduring theFalkland Islands conflict

in1982.

Whistler swap
Split-headcodevariantNo. 40135will

changeplaceswithNo. 40106once it is

ready tomove toKidderminster. It is a

VulcanFoundry-built example, entering

service in1961asD335. Itwas recently

repainted intoBRblue.

In ayear inwhich theheritage railway sectorhasbeenmarking the50th

anniversaryof theendofBritishRailwaysmain line steam, theSevernValley

Railway is set toholda record-breaking landmarkgala tomark the

half-centenaryofoneof thebest-loveddiesel types that supersededsteam– the

EnglishElectric Class50s.No.50031 (D431)Hood, inBR Intercity Swallow livery

withyellow front ends, is seenatBewdley repositioningempty coaching stock

for the shuttle service toKidderminsteronMay18, 2017,during the springdiesel

gala.HUGH LLEWELLYN/CREATIVE COMMONS

FfestiniogRailwayGeorgeEngland
0-4-0STTNo.2Prince is seenat thehead
ofa Journey into thePast special train,
which ranonSundays inAugust andwill
be repeatednext year.CHRIS PARRY/ F&WHR
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Prior to its

restorationby

theLNERCoach

Association

after anearlier

onewas found

tohave left it

withdefects,

EastCoast Joint

Stock third

classdining car

No. 189 is seen

backon the rails

after 60years

onapig farm.

LNERCA

New LMS Patriot: next stop Crewe
ByGarethEvans

THE constructionofnew-build LMS

PatriotNo. 45551TheUnknownWarrior

continuesat anumberof locations–and

anexciting stage is set tobe reached in

Novemberwhen thepublicwill beable

to inspect the locomotive.

Parts continue tobedelivered to

Llangollen for fitting to thechassis

aheadof itsplannedmove to

CreweHeritageCentre in theweek

commencingOctober29 for trial fitting

theboiler in the frames.

Recentprogresson thecabhas

included theapplicationof the first coat

of the correct redbelowwaist height

inside.VolunteerDavidHughes isnow

experimentingonhowtoobtain the

correct scrumbled (woodgrain) effect

for thecreamsectionabove.The seat

bases andpivots for thedriver and

fireman’s sidehavebeendeliveredand

painted too.

DavidBradshaw, chairmanofThe

LMS-Patriot Project, said:“Theboiler is

going tobe test fitted in the framesby

theendofOctoberor earlyNovember–

it’s anecessary stage toget it linedup.

“Meetingshave takenplacewith

threepossible contractors to complete

the locomotive–LlangollenRailway

Engineering, Riley andSon (E) Ltdand

Tyseley LocomotiveWorks.

First vision on public display
“Wearehoping tobeable toannounce

the successful bidder atour annual

generalmeetingatCreweHeritage

CentreonNovember10.

“The locomotivewith theboiler

still installedwill beondisplayon

November11, hopefullywith thenew

crest attached.

“Thiswill be the first visionof a

complete locomotive.

“Wehavecontractedcompletionof

the lubrication systemtoNigelDay, a

highly respected steamengineerwho

has recentlyoverseen thecomplete

rebuildingofRiverEskat theRavenglass

&EskdaleRailway.The locomotivewas

extensivelydamaged inamajor fire in

the railway’sworkshop inwhichonly a

feworiginal parts survived for re-use.”

ThePatriot’s boiler supplier,Heritage

Boiler SteamServices, hasnowsecured

its ownpremises, situated inHuyton,

near Liverpool.Themove fromButterley

will enableHBSS toexpand itsbusiness

and it nowhas capacity to fulfilmore

requirements and takeonadditional

contracts.TheboilersofNo. 45551

andFoxfield-basedBagnall 0-4-0ST

Hawardenmoved to thenew facility in

early September.

Cromwell bows out of Poppy Line gala
BRITANNIA Pacific No. 70013Oliver

Cromwell is no longer attending the

NorthNorfolk Railway’s autumn steam

gala due to a diary clash.

TheNNR said in a statement:“While

it hadbeen agreedwith both the

National RailwayMuseumand the

locomotive’s custodians thatNo. 70013

wouldbe visiting theNNRonOctober

12-14, it has nowemerged that due

to prior bookings at its home, the

Great Central Railway, the transport

logisticswillmake it impossible for

the locomotive to appear at this

year’s event.

Next overhaul?
“Wewill still be operating an intensive

timetable over the three-dayweekend

andwill be fielding seven steam locos

fromour home fleet, including our

long-termguests.We apologise for

any inconvenience.”

TheNRMsaid:“Oliver Cromwell

will not be attending the rearranged

NNRautumn steamgala following a

scheduling clash.There are also plans

for the locomotive to visit Locomotion

in Shildonon September 22-23 and

to attend events at theGCR, including

the autumn steamgala (October 4-7)

and the Last Hurrah of the Season

(November 17-18). Attendance at

all events is subject to last-minute

changes and availability.”

With the boiler certificate for

No. 70013due to expire onDecember

31, asked if therewas any news as to

whatwould happen to the locomotive

after that, anNRMspokesman replied:

“We’re currently in discussionswith

theGCR and the 5305 Locomotive

Association regarding the future

operation ofOliver Cromwell.We are

awaiting detailed proposals, and a

decisionwill bemadebasedon the

merits of these plans.”

TheGCR said thatNo. 70013may yet

appear on someSanta specials after

the aforementioned events.

TheGCR’s autumngalawillmark

70 years since the 1948 Locomotive

Exchange trials.

GCR gala line-up
The star guestswill be unrebuilt Bulleid

Light Pacific No. 34092City ofWells

in early BR livery andThompsonB1

No. 1264, and specially renumbered

asNo. 1251Oliver Bury,which ran

in the 1948 trials.Theywill join the

line’sModifiedHall 4-6-0No. 6990

WitherslackHall, which randuring

the trials on the section of theGCR’s

London Extension that later became

the heritage line.

Theywill join BR Standard 9F 92214,

Stanier 8FNo. 48624, Ivatt 2MT

No. 46521, BR Standard 2MTNo. 78018

and Fowler 3F‘Jinty’No. 47406 from the

home fleet.‘Black Five’No. 45305will

appear if repairs are complete.

Teak survivor to be unveiled
at NYMR wartime weekend
VISITORS totheNorthYorkshireMoors

Railway’sOctober12-14wartime

weekendwillbeable tosee insidea

Victorianrestaurantcar thathasnot

carriedpassengers for91years.

Anaudio-visualpresentation–From

Steam,SpeedandSumptuousDining

toTracks intotheTrenches–will tell the

storyofEastCoast JointStockthirdclass

diningcarNo.189,which lastcarried

passengers in1927,afterwhichthe

carriagebodywassoldtoaHolme-on-

Spalding-Moorpig farmer.

There it languishedforsome60years,

beforeapreservationist secured it in the

1980s,mounting itonanoldunderframe

recoveredfromaburned-outcarriage.

Since2010, theLNERCoachAssociation

hasowned itand ithasbeenundergoing

anextensive restoration,which is

nowcomplete.

Theexhibitionwillnotonly tell the

historyofNo.189,but, set inaFirstWorld

Warcontext, itwillmergethe factual

storywiththefictional taleofSam‘Nipper’

Perkins, formerpantryboy, stewardand

latterly soldier, togetherwithtruestories

fromtheNERbattalion.

Visitorswilldonheadsetscontaining

Sam’snarrationof theECJSNo.189story,

wovenwithhisownWW1storywhich

will takethemona journeythroughthe

coach.TheRestaurantCarwillbedivided

intosectionscontainingamock-upof

carriagedesignerDavidBain’soffice, the

pantry, theactual ’barebones’framework

undergoingrestoration,aWW1scenario

andamock-upofdiningtablesset fora

sumptuousmeal.Projected imagesor

largephotoswillhelpbringthestory to

lifeandcreatean immersiveexperience.

Whenfully restored,No.189willbethe

onlyextantECJScarriage inwhichthe

publicwillbeable totravel.
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NYMRupgrade
appeal
progresses
AT its recent annual general

meeting, theNorthYorkshire

MoorsRailwayannouncedsolid

progresswith its £9.6million

Yorkshire’sMagnificent Journey

lineupgradeand refurbishment

project,witharound70%of the

fundingpotentially secured.

The largest element, around

£4.6million, is due to come

fromtheHeritageLottery Fund,

assuming that the railway

is successful inprogressing

through theStage2process.

The final application isdue to

be submitted imminently,with

adecisionexpectedaround

February.Work is expected to

start aroundnext Easter if the

application is successful and take

around fiveyears to complete.

Recenthigh-profile failures

by theGreatCentral Railway

(LeicesterNorthmuseum)and

National RailwayMuseum(York

expansion) topass theStage

2process, despite successfully

passingStage1,provide cause

for concernover the likelihoodof

approval, but the circumstances

are somewhatdifferent in that

renewalof theGoathlandbridges

is key to the line’s survival.

Todate, just over£7million

haspotentiallybeen secured,

including£1.7million from

theEUwith thehelpof the

Department for theEnvironment,

FoodandRuralAffairs. A further

£700,000 frommembership

donations, bequests andother

smaller grants leavesaround£2.5

million tobe raised.Agenerous

donation fromamemberhas

allowedprofessional fundraisers

tobeemployed.



THEChurnetValleyRailway’s

(CVR)NorthStaffordshireRailway

Company40thanniversarygala

onOctober19-21willnowfeature

onlyhome-based locomotives.

PlannedguestsGWRprairie

No.4555’soverhaulat the

DartmouthSteamRailwaywill

notbecompleted intime,while

Somerset&Dorset7F2-8-0

No.53808 isno longeravailable

as it is requiredforserviceonthe

WestSomersetRailway.

Withashortageofguests, the

CVRhas itselfpostponedthe

visitof theBahamasLocomotive

Society’sLNWRWebbcoal tank

No.1054fromtheKeighley&

WorthValleyRailway.

Instead, theeventwill see

Class08No.08633andClass33

No.33021 launched inasyet

unknownnewliveries.

Steamwill feature in the form

ofUSATCS1602-8-0No.5197

andPolishTkh0-6-0TNo.2944

Hotspur. Class33No.33102

Sophiewill also run.

THE2018CarriageConvention

is tobeheldat the IsleofWight

SteamRailwayonOctober6-7.

Therailwaywill exhibit the

coachfeatured inChannel4’s

GreatRailRestorationswith

PeterSnow.FormerNRMhead

SteveDavieswillpresentan

overviewof theproject.To

register, contactGaryWalker

at2018carriageconvention@

iwsteamrailway.co.uk

Corris new-build steam locomotiveNo. 10approaches rolling chassis
CONSTRUCTIONof theCorrisRailway

new-build0-4-2STNo.10Falconhas

takenanother step forward,with the

machiningof thepony truckwheels

andthemanufactureof theaxle.

The12indiameter solidwheelshave

cost£350each, theaxle£540andfour

bearings£52each.Theponytruck

hasalreadybeenmanufactured in the

workshopsof twoCRvolunteers,but

themainconstructionwork isbeing

carriedoutbyAlanKeefLtd.

It ishopedthatNo.10willbe

operationalalongside theKerrStuart

Tattoo-styleNo.7by2021,dependent

on fundraising.

No. 10 is approaching the rolling

chassis stage,with cylinders cast

and ready tobe fitted.Theboiler

andother componentshavebeen

manufacturedandare ready to fit

once the connecting rods, valves and

motionparts aremanufacturedand

inplace.

First train seat auction
Aspartof aneffort to raise funds, the

CR is auctioninga seat to travel on

No. 10’s first passenger train. Sealed

bids shouldbemadebyOctober

22andsent to: Corris Railway, 42

Bluebell Close,Taunton, Somerset,

TA13XQ.

Aminimumbidof£50 is required.

Thesecondandthird-highestbidders

willbe invited toNo.10’s firstday in

service,butmaynotbeguaranteed

seatsonthe inauguralpassenger train.

Inaseparatedevelopment, the first

stageofdeveloping theCorris station

areahasbeentaken,with themoving

of thevillageschoolwall.

Thiswill be followedbymoving

theboundaryof the station site as

aprelude to creatinga run-round

facility,whichdue to the limitationsof

the station site area,will incorporate a

traverser.Thiswill allow locomotives

toheadall trains, rather than

propelling inonedirectionas is

the currentpractice.Theuseof the

traverser is necessarybecause the

station site is sharedwith thevillage

carpark.

Cutting the ‘first sod’ areMiddyvice chairman IanMeigh,RobPattenof TES,

MiddypresidentTonyAlstonandMiddymarketingmanager JohnReeve.MSLR

Middyvice chairman IanMeighwith

theRev Julia Lall,whounveiled the

FirstWorldWarmemorial atBrockford

station.GERALDINE SMITH/MSLR

Thepony truck for thenewCorris

locomotivebeingmachined. CR

Homefleet to
centre-stageat
Churnetgala

2018Carriage
Convention

‘First sod’ cut on Mid
Suffolk line extension
ByGarethEvans

THEextensionof theMid-SuffolkLight

Railwayhasstarted in traditional style,

withthecuttingof the‘first sod’.

Asmall ceremonywasheldonAugust

25with the‘Middy’s’presidentTony

AlstonandRobPattenfromcontractors

TES2000Ltd,which ishelpingwith

adviceandequipment.

Atrainofwell-wisherswitnessed

Tony, theprojectmanager for the

extension, turningover the first turfwith

asilver spade inthe familiarmanner

forbeginningtheworkof layinganew

railway line.

TES2000and itsassociatesColas

Rail arebothmajor railwaycontractors

workingwithNetworkRail andwill take

ontheMiddyprojectaspartof their

apprentice trainingschemes.

It ishopedthatastartonthe

preparationof thetrackbedcanbemade

duringOctoberandNovemberafter the

Middy’s steamingseasonandbefore the

Santaspecials inDecember.

Middyvolunteershavealreadymade

astartonclearingthe formationand

sortingtherail andsleepers therailway

hasbeenstockpiling forseveralyears.

Whenfinished, the linewillbea little

overdouble theexisting lengthandtotal

approximately0.6miles.

Therewillbeasmallhalt-stylestation

at theendof the linetobecalled

Aspall,whichwillprovidevisitorswitha

destinationfor their tripontheMiddy.

Skills on track
Robsaid theprojectwill provideaprime

trainingground for railwaypersonnel:

“This is agreatopportunity forTES, as

wewill useour trackapprenticeson this

project,whichwill beagreat learning

curve for them,”hesaid.

“This is averyexcitingproject to

beapartofand Iamlooking forward

togetting themachines in tokick

theworksoff.Oncecomplete, I hope

that theextensionof thishistorical

partofMidSuffolk canbeenjoyed

long into the future. It’s fantastic tobe

able tobegivingsomethingback to

thecommunity.”

Original estimates for completion

of theprojectwereupto threeyears,

butwith theverywelcomehelp from

TES2000andColasRail, progress to

completioncouldbemuchsooner.

Inaseparatedevelopment,amemorial

wasunveiledonAugust27tohonour

the fiveMSLRemployeeswhowerekilled

inactiveserviceduringtheFirstWorld

War.Thememorial, locatednear the

restorationshedatBrockfordstation,will

alsoservetocommemoratevolunteersof

therevivedrailwaywhohavepassedon.

Theservicewasconductedby the

vicarofWetheringsett, theRevJulia Lall.

Proceedingswere introducedto railway

visitorsandWetheringsett villagersby

theMiddyvice-chairman, IanMeigh.

32 Heritagerailway.co.uk Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway

NEWS



THEWest SomersetRailwaywill have

threevisiting steam locomotives for its

September27-30autumngala.

BRStandard5MT4-6-0No. 73082

Camelot, fromtheBluebell Railway;

BulleidPacificNo. 34052 LordDowding

(34046Braunton), fromLocomotive

Services atCrewe; Ivatt 2MT2-6-2T

No. 41312, fromtheMid-HantsRailway;

andBRStandard4MTNo. 80104, from

theSwanageRailway.

Thesewill be joinedby longer-term

visitorsNos. 7820DinmoreManor,

7822FoxcoteManor andUSATCS160

2-8-0No. 6046, alongwithhome fleet

locomotivesSomerset&Dorset 7F

No. 53808andGWR4-6-0No. 6960

RaveninghamHall.

WR4-6-0No. 7828OdneyManormay

beondisplayoutsideMinehead shed,

butwill notbe ready in time to takepart

in thisgala.

It is planned touse the Ivatt on some

short local services inbetween the

full-line trains andonsomeshuttles

downto theplatformand triangle at

NortonFitzwarren.

Agoods train formationwill alsobe

runat thebeginningandduring the

middlepartof eachday. Shunting

demonstrationswill beheldatWashford

usingRyanPope’s saddle tankNo. 1219.

Museumsandworkshopswill alsobe

open to thepublic toviewprogresson

overhauls and restorationsat various

times through theweekend.

Thepopular‘QuantockBelle’dining

trainwill be servingall-daybreakfasts

and luncheson theFriday, Saturday

andSunday.

BulleidWestCountry LightPacificNo. 34092Cityof
WellsandNo. 60103FlyingScotsmanatRamsbottom
onAugust25during theA3Pacific’s recent visit to

theEast LancashireRailway.DAVID DIPPIE

Four guests booked for major Minehead gala
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Edwardian survivor: FormerNewSouthWalesGovernmentRailways’ C30T classNo. 3016headsa trainof end-platformcarriagesona railtour inMolongloGorgenear

Queanbeyan,NSW, inSeptember2014. The4-6-0, built byBeyerPeacock inManchester in1903, is oneof twosteam locomotives that arepart of the rolling stockat

CanberraRailwayMuseumwhichhasbeen savedbyaheritage railway companyafterbeing shutdownnearly twoyears ago.HOWARDMOFFAT

Top railway museum to reopen
after rescue by new owners
ByGeoffCourtney

ONEOFAustralia’s leading railway

museums,whichwas formanyyears

home toanumberofBritish-built steam

locomotives includingoneof theworld’s

largestoperationalpreservedengines,

hasbeen savednearly twoyears after its

dramatic andunexpectedclosure.

CanberraRailwayMuseumclosed in

November2016 following the financial

collapseof theACTdivisionof the

AustralianRailwayHistorical Society,

which ran themuseum.Asvolunteers,

preservationists andenthusiasts reeled

fromthe suddenclosure, twoof the

society’sprizedBeyerPeacock-built

assets,Garratt 4-8-4+4-8-4No. 6029and

4-6-0No. 3016,werehurriedly relocated

byofficials toanother railwaymuseum

150miles away.

Amid reports that it haddebtsof

at least £425,000, the societywas

placed inprovisional liquidationand

global accountancy firmDeloittewas

appointedadministrator tooversee

affairs,with its firstmovebeing the

transferof the twoengines. InAugust

last year the firmheldacontroversial

auctiononsite, despite attemptsby

enthusiasts tohaltproceedings, and

nearly £250,000after costswas raised

tobeused tohelp settle creditor claims

andother liabilities.

Among theassets soldwere4-6-4T

No. 3013and4-6-0No. 3102, built for

NewSouthWalesGovernmentRailways

byBeyerPeacockofManchester in

1903and1912 respectively, an1800hp

Co-Codiesel, a 35 ton steamcrane

built byRansomes&Rapier of Ipswich

in1915, andavarietyof rolling stock

includingcarriages.

Themuseum’s covetedGarratt

No. 6029,whichemerged fromBeyer

Peacock’sworks in1953,wasnotput

under thehammerasDeloitte said

itwasnot for sale, butwithinweeks

of theauction theaccountancy firm

performedaU-turnandput it on

themarket.

This caused further angst among the

Australianpreservationmovement,

as itwas feared the254 tongiantmay

endupoverseas–a scenariowhichhad

echoesofmanypeople’s concernswhen

ourownFlyingScotsmanwasputup for

sale in2004.However, aswith theLNER

Pacific, those fearsprovedunfounded

when itwasbought lastNovemberby

enthusiast PhilDavis andbusinessman

DavidSommerville.

Desperation turns to joy
With themuseum’s assetsbeing sold

and its site inCanberrabecoming

overgrownandamagnet for thieves

andgraffiti artists, formervolunteers

despaired that itwouldneverbe saved,

but their desperation turned to joy in

earlyAugustwhen itwas revealed that

themuseumhadnewownerswho

planned to reopen it earlynext year.

Theowner isCapital RegionHeritage

Rail, a newly-registeredcharity that

hasbeen founded to run themuseum

andoperateheritage trains,while

additionally a separateholding

company,ACTHeritageRailHoldings,

hasbeenestablished to takeover

ownershipof themuseum’s railway

assets, ensuring that if the revived

museumwas to fail, theassetswould

notbeat risk.

‘A bit of work to do’
Workonclearing the run-down

museumsitehasalready started,

but JohnCheeseman, a retiredbank

manager and long-timemuseum

volunteerwho is chairmanofCapital

RegionHeritageRail, cautioned:“Given

the fact that the sitehasbeenclosed for

more than18months,we’vegot abit

ofwork todobeforewe reopenearly

next year.”

Anotherproblem is thatmuchof the

rolling stock thatwas soldbyDeloitte

at theauctionayear ago is still on the

museumsite, and it is understood this

includes locomotives andcarriages.

“If thenewownersof this stockdon’t

collect theywill be charged rent,”

said John.

“Wearenotgoing tobe thebigmulti-

millionorganisation itwas, butwe’re

certainlynotgoing to runupdebts

either.We’vegot aproper company

board inplace, so thatwe’vegot the

governance right.”

Themuseum’s reduced fleetunder

Capital RegionHeritageRail includesa

coupleof railmotors, 20carriages and

twosteam locomotives –No. 3016, one

of the twohurriedlymovedawaydays

after themuseumclosed, andanother

Beyer Peacockproduct, No. 1210.

This 4-4-0wasbuilt inManchester in

1878 forNewSouthWalesGovernment

Railways and inMay1914worked

the first train intoCanberra. It had

remained in the abandonedmuseum

after the closurenearly twoyears ago,

and lastDecemberhadpriceless parts

stolen, includingoriginal cabbrass and

copper fittings.

Themuseumwashandedover to its

newowners onSeptember 1, and

another landmark event thatweekend

wasGarrattNo. 6029 returning to

Canberra for the first time since itwas

movedwhen themuseumclosed.

Nowbasedat theNSWRailMuseum

inThirlmere, south-west of Sydney,

themammothenginewas in town

tooperate a series of shuttles from

Canberra station toQueanbeyan, 7½

miles away, andBungendore, a journey

of 18miles.“NSWRailMuseumdid

this inpartnershipwithus, and they

usedour facilities to service the train,”

explained John,whoadded that he

expected further cooperationbetween

the twomuseums in the future.
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Left: The

builder’s

panel fromthe

UrrViaduct

andstation

nameboard

atDalbeattie

Museum.

HUGH

DOUGHERTY

Smileplease: TheKESR footplate crew

of formerNorwegianStateRailways’

21C classNo. 376 smile for the camera

as theywait fordeparture from

Tenterdenwith the11.45amtoBodiam

onAugust17. Thevenerable coaches

behind the1919-built 2-6-0are, from

nearest the camera, aSouthEastern&

ChathamRailway ‘birdcage’ built in

1910, aSECR3rd classof 1901, aSECR

coachdating from1888,Metropolitan

Railway ‘Jubilee’ steamstockNo. 353

of1892on loan fromLondonTransport

Museum,andaGERsix-wheelerof1887.

The combinedageof the five coaches

is 612years.ANDREW FREEMAN

Above:

Amodelof an

LMS2Pandan

enginewhistle

on show.

HUGH

DOUGHERTY

Dalbeattie museum
celebrates 25 years
ByHughDougherty

AN INDEPENDENTmuseum in

Dalbeattie,whichhasplayed itspart

in keeping the town’s railwayheritage

alive, is celebrating its silver jubilee.

Volunteer-runDalbeattieMuseum

Trustopened in1993, andputon show

items salvaged fromDalbeattie station

on theDumfries toStranraer line,which

were rescuedafter the railwayclosed

in1965.

Exhibits on show include the last

stationmaster’s hat, amodelof an

LMS2P4-4-0, a train staff, pictures

and tickets, and thebuilder’splate

salvaged fromthenow-demolishedUrr

Viaductoutside the town–beautifully

restoredanddating fromthebridge’s

reconstruction in1886.

Non-railwayexhibits includedomestic

appliances, agriculturalmachinery

andadisplayonRMSTitanic, as first

officerWilliamMurdochwasborn

andeducated inDalbeattie,while the

museumhosts anarchiveof steam

tractionengines.

Founder andmuseumtrust chairman

TommyHenderson said:“We’re

delighted tohaveachieved25years

preserving theheritageofDalbeattie. I

remember the stationwhen itwasopen

verywellmyself, andwe’repleased tobe

able tohave savedseveral railway items

whicharenowondisplay.

“We’re alsovery keen to receive

donationsof railwayartefacts fordisplay.

The latestonewe received is anoriginal

gas lamp fromDalbeattie station. Itwas

presented tousby former resident John

Berrywho, as a teenager, had‘liberated’

the lamp in1966 fromtheclosed station

andconverted it toelectric light.He

cameall theway fromhisOxfordshire

home topresent it tousandwearevery

grateful tohim.”

Anyonewhomight like todonateor

lend railwayartefacts to themuseum

cancontactTommyHendersonat

info@dalbeattiemseum.co.uk

Railway provides volunteers with home from home
ByGeoffCourtney

ITMAYnotbe theRitz orhavebeen

awardedany stars, but to thevolunteers

of theKent&East SussexRailway, it’s

top-class accommodation thatprovides

welcomecomforts after ahard shift.

Inwhat ShaunDewey, the railway’s

generalmanager, describes as the

“biggest step change in volunteer

facilities formanyyears,”twoblocks

of single-bedroomunits havebeen

openedat the railway’sTenterdenbase

for theuseof anyoneworkingon the

railway, especially volunteerswho live a

distanceaway.

The twoblocks comprise six single

bedrooms–completewithdouble-

glazingandblackout curtains – showers

and toilets, andkitchenswith cooking

facilities.The charge to stay is £5

pernight to fundheating, cleaning

andmaintenance,while thenormal

maximumstay is sevennights.

“Agreatdeal of effort and resources

havebeenput intoproviding this

facility, and Imust thankall those

concerned forbringing theproject

to fruition,”said Shaun.“Manyof the

installation teamgaveup their holidays

toworkon site in someof thehottest

temperatures for years.”

Part of the heavyworkwas carried

out by the railway’s Ransomes&

Rapier 36 ton steamcraneNo. 81S,

whichwas built for the Southern

Railway in 1926.“This fascinating

machine could be viewed close-upby

our passengers and caused agreat

deal of interest,”said Shaun.

The first volunteer touse the facility

was SteveWest fromLincolnshire,while

KESRchairman IanLegg,who lives in

Suffolk,was another early‘guest.’He

said:“Amassive amountof hardwork

went into achieving theproject in a very

short spaceof time.”

The railway is also celebrating the

returnof BRMk.1 coachE4355,which

hasbeenoverhauled in crimsonand

cream–a liverynot seenon the line for

manyyears. Built by theBirmingham

RailwayCarriage&WagonCo in1956,

it sawservice atYork, and towards the

endof its careerwasusedas a special

instruction coach for SAS training, based

atMorton-on-Lugg inHerefordshire.

Numbered68 in theKESR fleet, it

arrivedon the line in1999andwas

usedas a static buffet at Bodiam

station, before entering service after

restoration in2010. Its latest overhaul

was completed in time for it tobeused

for this year’s summer season.
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SCOTLAND’SOldRoyal Station in

Ballaterhasbeen reopened to the

publicmore than threeyears afterbeing

gutted ina fire.

As reported in issue203, theblaze tore

through theB-listedbuildingearlyon

May12, 2015destroyingaround90%of

themuseumandassociated restaurant.

Fire crewshowever,managed to save

a£450,000 replicaof a royal carriage,

usedbyQueenVictoria forher tripsover

theDeesidebranch tonearbyBalmoral

Castle,whichwas installedat the

museum in2008andhasprovedhugely

popularwithvisitors. Furtherdamage

was later causedbyStormFrank in late

December2015.

Ballaterwas thenearest station to

BalmoralCastle,Victoria’s Scottish

holidayhome.The showpiece station

was the largestwoodenbuildingever

built by theDeesideRailway, andmany

of Europe’s aristocratspassed through

the station in the19thcentury.

TheDeesidebranchclosed in1966,

but the stationbuildingwas later

reopenedasavisitor centrehighlighting

theRoyal Family’s connection to

thearea.

Part of thebranchatMiltonof

Cratheshasbeen revivedas theRoyal

DeesideRailway.

Thegutted stationhas sincebeen

rebuilt byownerAberdeenshireCouncil

with input fromHistoric Environment

Scotlandand theCairngormsNational

ParkAuthority andwasofficially

reopened tovisitorsbyAberdeenshire

LordProvostBill Howatson,whocut

a ribbon tomark thecompletionof

the rebuildonAugust 20.Again, it

houses a tourist informationcentre,

restaurant and tearoomrunbyThe

Prince’s Foundation, apublic library and

the restored royalwaiting roomand

thecarriage.

Anewspaceextendsalong theold

platformandover the trackswhere the

carriage sits, taking the formof railway

sheds,mixingRoyalheritagewith local

history.Thewaiting room interior

has been painstakingly repaired by

specialists to ensure the quality is

equal to that lost in the fire. As part

of the repair and conservationwork

asmuch of the original fabric is being

Better thannew– theOldRoyal StationatBallater.ABERDEENSHIRE COUNCIL

Ballater’s royal phoenix station rises from the ashes

L&B restarts new-build
Manning Wardle scheme
ByRobinJones

THELynton&BarnstapleRailwayhas

revived itsmothballedplantobuild

anewManningWardle2-6-2T–and

intendstobuildasecondoneat thesame

time,atacostof£1.1million.

TheLynton&BarnstapleRailway

Trustwillbe launchingaproject tobuild

thepairat the line’sSeptember29-30

autumngala.Thegalawill see thetwo

existingL&Bnew-builds, theFfestiniog

&WelshHighlandRailways’updated

versionofLewwhichwasbuiltby

ManningWardle&Cofor theL&B in1925,

andtherecentlycompletedBaldwin

2-4-2TLyn runningtogether.

AtWoodyBay, itwillbepossible to

see-andhear - twoL&Bengines inaction

together for the first timesince1935,and

onhomegroundtoo.

Whentheheritage line isextended

fromitspresentmile to5½miles

followingtheExmoorNationalPark

Authority’sdecisiontograntplanning

permission inMarch,more locomotives

androllingstockwillbeneeded.

Design improvements
As theL&BRTrust is dedicated to

rebuilding the lineas close to the

original aspossible, anewYeo anda

newExewill bebuilt to join thenew

Lyn. Like thenew Lyn, thenewManning

Wardleswill be identical externally to

theoriginals (with themodifiedcabs

introduced justbeforeWorldWarOne)

but incorporate subsequentdesign

improvements internally tomake

thembothmorepowerful andmore

economical.Theywill thereforebenew

engines, not simple replicas.

ThethreeManningWardle locos for

whichtheL&B is famouswereallnamed

after three-letterDevonrivers (Yeo,Exe

andTaw) andwerealldeliveredtothe

railway inNovember1897, sixmonths

before the lineopenedonMay11,1898.

ThenewYeowillbebuiltat the

workshop inDerbyshirewhere

volunteershave just finishedrestoring

WarOfficeHunslet4-6-0TNo.303,

while thenewExewillbeconstructedat

theFfestiniog’sBostonLodge.Neither

workshophas thecapacity tobuild

both locomotivesat thesametime,but

theywillbebuilt fromthesameplans

(theManningWardleoriginal)using

standardisedparts,manyofwhichwillbe

madeelsewhereanyway.

As theL&BRTrustnowownsthe

ManningWardlename, thetwonew

engineswill thereforebegenuine

ManningWardlemachines.The

combinedcosthasbeenprojectedas

£1.1million.Constructionwill start soon,

oncetheCADdrawingsareprepared,

andfundsbegintoaddup.Fulldrawings

andpatternequipmenthavebeen

madeavailable thanks toJamesEvans

andtheFfestiniog,andthenameandSR

numberplateswillbedeliveredshortly.

Lessons learned
Theoriginal chimney fromYeohasbeen

donated to theproject - raising the

philosophicalquestionwhether thenew

locomotivewill beanewbuild, or an

exceptionallyheavygeneral overhaul.

The railwayalsohas anoriginalManning

Wardlepressuregauge restoredand

ready foruse.

retained as far as possible.

Robert LovieofThePrince’s

Foundation said:“It’s just incredible to

see it all openagain, giving thepeople

ofRoyalDeesidebackwhathasbeen

sucha special partof their livesuphere.”

Twodecadesago, theL&Bbeganwork

onbuildinganewYeo.However, the

projectwasplacedonholdwhile the

FfestiniogbuiltLyd, tosee if lessonscould

be learnedfromitsconstruction.

Asetof frameswasconstructedby

WinsonEngineering inDaventry,which

closeddownshortlyafterwards.The

frameswereretrievedfromWinsonand

havebeen instorageeversince,but they

wouldhavetoberigorously testedbefore

beingused.Furthermore, the intention is

tostandardisepartsasmuchaspossible

foreaseofmaintenanceandeconomyin

holdingspares, so it seemsunlikely that

theWinsonpartswillbeused inthenew

project.WhenthetwonewManning

Wardlesarebuilt, takingLyd intoaccount,

therewillbethesamenumberoforiginal

L&B locomotives inservice todayas there

wasonthepre-1935 line!

TheoriginalYeoandExeat
BarnstapleTown in the1930s. LBR
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Fresh hopes boost
for Don Valley revival
ByRobinJones

ALONG-STANDINGbidtoreopenthe

easternendoftheformerWoodheadline

topassengertrainshasbeenboostedbya

localproperty investor.

TheDonValleyRailway(DVR)wassetup

in2003toreintroduceregularcommuter

servicesbetweenStocksbridgeand

SheffieldVictoria.

Thegroupcommissionedareport

in2010whichsaidthatthecurrently

freight-only linecouldseeatwice-hourly

11-minuteshuttleservicerunbetween

DeepcarnearStocksbridgeandtheclosed

SheffieldVictoriastation,atacostof just

£4.3million.Thestudyalsopencilledin

anewheritagestationneartheA616

atSouthWortley inBarnsley,onanew

spur line,whichwouldaccommodate

steamlocomotives.

In2000,thepossibilitytoextendthe

SheffieldSupertramtoStocksbridgewas

consideredbut laterrejected.Atpresent

thelineisusedfortraffictoandfrom

LibertySpecialitySteels inStocksbridge.

However,anewSouthYorkshire

(Woodhead)HeritageRailwaygroupwas

launchedinJulybyStocksbridge-based

property investorDavidBreen,andit

alreadyhasaround130members.

Davidhassaidheispreparedtouse

someofhisownmoneyfortheproject,

andisalreadyinnegotiationstobuytwo

sectionsof landnorthoftheoldDeepcar

station, foraheritagelinewithsteam,

whileworkingwiththeDVR.Ashareissue

isanotherpossibilitythatheisconsidering.

Hesaid:“Theexistingtransport from

StocksbridgeintoSheffieldcitycentre is

appalling. It takesaboutanhour,whichI

don’tthinkisacceptable,especiallywhen

youhaveaperfectlyusablerailwayline

sittingthere.PartsoftheWoodheadline

arestunningandweneedtobeselling

Sheffieldasabeautifulplace.”

TheDVRaimstoopenstationsserving

Stocksbridge,Deepcar,Oughtibridge,

WadsleyBridge(forNorthSheffield/

Hillsborough)andSheffieldVictoria.

David’sgrouphasjustappliedto

purchasetwoparcelsof landontheSouth

WortleySpurbetweenDeepcarand

theA616.Hehasreceivednotification

fromNetworkRail thatasurveyorhas

beeninstructed.

The linewasbuilt by theSheffield,

Ashton-under-LyneandManchester

Railwayandopened in1845, later

becomingpartof theGreatCentral

Railway. Electrificationof theWoodhead

was first suggestedby theGCRowing

to thedifficultiesofoperatingheavy

steam-hauledcoal trainson the

Penistone-Wath section.Definitiveplans

weredrawnupby theLNER in1936and

manygantries for theelectricwireswere

erectedbefore theSecondWorldWar,

whichbroughtahalt to the scheme.

Afterthewar, theprojectwasrestarted

withtheboringofathirdWoodhead

Tunneltosupersedethetwinsingle-

boreVictoriantunnelswhichhadbeen

damagedbyyearsofsmokefrom

steamlocomotives.Thefirstsectionwas

energisedonFebruary2,1952,andthe

wholeprojectwasfinallycompletedin

1955. ItwastheonlymainlineintheUK

with1.5kVDCelectrification.

DespitethefactthataxemanDrRichard

Beechingdidnotrecommendthe

electrifiedWoodheadRouteforclosure,

passengerservicesbetweenSheffield

VictoriaandManchesterendedin1970

andweredivertedontothelongerHope

Valleyroute. In1981,theWoodheadline

wasclosedasathroughroutebetween

SheffieldandManchester.Theclosurewas

promptedbyafall infreighttrainsusing

thelinebetweentheYorkshirecoalfields

andpowerstationsintheNorthWest.

ThelinewasshutbetweenPenistoneand

Hadfield.Asingle linewasleft inplace

until1986.

Threeyearsearlier, thelastremaining

scheduledpassengerservicesusingthe

linebetweenSheffieldandPenistone

(andontoHuddersfield)werereplaced

byanalternativeserviceviaBarnsley.That

left thesectionbetweenDeepcarand

Penistoneclosedcompletely,withonly

steelworkstrafficremaining.

East
Yorkshire’s
idyllic
railway
backwater
Wordsandpictures

byStuart Chapman

WHERE in theUK can you find a

standard gauge railway inspired

by the light railways of Colonel

Holman F Stephens?While the

Kent & East Sussex Railway, Rother

Valley Railway or even the East Kent

Railwaymay spring tomind, there

is a small standard gauge railway

tucked away in thequiet countryside

of the East RidingofYorkshire, not far

from the small historicmarket town

ofHowden.

In a remote and tranquil location

you’ll find an attractive little station, a

short running line, a locomotive and

stockwhere a small but dedicated

groupof friendsmeetmostweeks to

work on the railway.

The EastWressle &Brind Railway

was the dreamof the late Colin Shutt

who sadly passed away in 2016. It

all startedback in 2004whenColin

decided tobuild a replica Ford

railbus to enter into a competition.

Colonel Stephens introduced two

Ford railbuses into service on the

KESR in 1923.The vehicle interiors

were verymuch the sameas a

standard rural bus and could carry

around 20 seatedpassengers. After

a fewminor teethingproblems,

they proved relatively successful

andwere introduced to other

lines, including one on the nearby

DerwentValley Light Railway

nearYork.

Replica railbus
With thehelp and support of the

Colonel Stephens Society, Colin

built his replica railbususing some

original components at hisYorkshire

home,winning a commendation for

hiswork.

The railbus obviously needed

to runand thatwas the start of

the EastWressle&BrindRailway.

Havinggone togreat lengths to

build the railbus, the attentionpaid

to the railwaywasno less detailed,

with abeautiful small station and

supporting infrastructure.

In July 2013 theDerwentValley

Railway celebrated its 100th

anniversarywith a special gala event

and the replica railbuswasoneof the

star attractions, giving rides to the

manymembers of thepublicwho

attended theevent.

Just beforehedied, Colin gifted the

Tour new P2’s workshop in virtual reality
THE£5millionproject tobuildnew

GresleyP22-8-2No. 2007PrinceofWales

has launchedavirtual reality 3D internet

tourof itsDarlingtonLocomotive

Worksheadquarters.

ThetourhasbeencreatedbyC3Sixty,

aNorthEast-basedcompanywhich

scansandcapturesvariousbuildings

andprojects.

Thevirtual tourallowsvisitors tothe

project’swebsite fromacross theworld to

seePrinceofWalesunderconstruction. It

canbeaccessedatwww.p2steam.com

Itallowssupporters toclick throughthe

workshop, lookatvariousvideos relating

tocomponentsandfindoutmoreabout

No.2007and its sixpredecessors.For

thosewith3Dheadsets/glasses, the

tourcanbeaccessedvia theViewinVR

icon inthebottomright-handwhile

viewingthetourandfollowingthe

simple instructions.

AdamPomeroy,directorofC3Sixty,

approachedTheA1SteamLocomotive

Trust, followingafamilyvisit to theworks.

Hesaid:“This is suchanexciting local

projectandwearedelightedthatweare

able tohelppromotehowexcellent it

really is!

“Weare lookingforwardtoworking

togetherwithTheA1SteamLocomotive

Trust tocreate further3Dvirtual

toursas thebuildprogressesanda

360-degreevideoofa footplate rideon

No.60163Tornado.”

P2projectdirectorMarkAllatt said:“We

arepleasedthatC3Sixtyapproached

uswith this ideaas itenablesus togive

oursupportersa feel forwhatgoeson in

DarlingtonLocomotiveWorks,nomatter

where intheworld theyare.Weare

extremelygrateful for their sponsorship

of the3DtourofNo.2007PrinceofWales.

“Wearedelightedwiththe levelof

support that theproject tobuildBritain’s

mostpowerful steamlocomotivehas

receivedsinceconstructionstarted

only threeyearsago.Thanks toour

supporters’continuedgenerosity, almost

£2mhasbeenspentonconstruction,

over£2.4milliondonatedandover£3

millionpledged.”

Gresley’sP22-8-2swerethemost

powerfulpassengersteamlocomotives

tooperate in theUK,designedtohaul

600tontrainsonthearduousEdinburgh

toAberdeenroute. Sadly, thedesign

wasnever fullydevelopedandtheywere

rebuilt in1943/44andscrappedby1961.

➜Fordetails ofhowtohelp theP2

project, visitwww.p2steam.comor

email enquiries@p2steam.comor

telephone01325460163.

The interfaceof thenewDarlingtonLocomotiveWorks3D internet tour.A1SLT

38 Heritagerailway.co.uk Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway

NEWS



Ford railbus to theColonel Stephens

Society, and itwasmoved to the

Colonel StephensRailwayMuseum

inTenterden, Kent on June5, 2017

for display in a specially built shelter

alongside.Thiswas far from theendof

the railway though, andwith support

of Elizabeth, Colin’swidow, anda small

groupof volunteers, the EastWressle

andBrind railway continues to flourish.

Themain running line consists of

about 300ft of track running from the

station alongside a field to a small

woodedarea. A singlepoint just

beyond the station leadsback to the

locomotive shed.

Modelled verymuchona light

railway and set amongst open

farmland, the station is abeautiful

waysidehalt,with a short platform

with a singlebuilding consistingof a

waiting roomand ticket office.

Inside, there is awealthof Colonel

Stephensmemorabilia ondisplay

including tickets, timetables, news

articles andpictures.Onahookonone

wall hangs the stationmaster’s cap,

while onanother a clock keeps time.

Motive power
Asingle semaphore signal stands at the

endof theplatformguarding a level

crossing.Thewhole area is decorated

with flowers inpots andhanging

baskets reminiscent of a timewhen

staff took suchpride in their stations.

Motivepower is providedbyRuston

Hornsby48DS4wDMNo. 371971.

These locomotiveswere introduced

in 1941 to replace steam in small

locations andwere easily operated

byoneman,making it ideal for the

EastWressle&BrindRailway. A total

of 204werebuilt up to1967 and they

were exported all over theworld.The

railway’s examplewasdeliverednew

toFrederick Parker Ltd in Leicester in

1954 andworked for 15 years hauling

aggregates, beforebeingwithdrawn. In

1972 itwaspurchasedby theQuorn&

WoodhouseActionGroupandwasone

of the first locomotives toworkon the

embryonicGreat Central Railway.

The locomotive thenmoved to

Ruddingtonon theGreat Central

Railway (Nottingham), before coming

to theEastWressle&BrindRailway

four years ago.TheRuston sees regular

use, eithermoving stock aroundor

giving visitors rides in the cab.Theonly

other itemof operational rolling stock

currently is amess van converted from

aGCnon-vent vanbuilt atDukinfield.

The infrastructure is now largely

complete and the railway is unlikely to

extendbeyond its current limit.Work

is thereforenowbeingundertaken

on the restorationof anopenwagon

whichwhen finishedwill display a

‘Wressle Brickyard’logo.

Hidden gem
Also stored inoneof theworkshops

around theback isWickham

No. 7516,which is in the collection

of theRailTrolleyTrust andawaits

long-term restoration.

It’s all so idyllic, a real hiddengem,

whereoutof the limelight a small

groupof friends just enjoyworking

together andkeeping the legacyof

light railways alive in this little cornerof

Yorkshire.Visits to theprivate railway

canbeorganisedbyarrangement.

TheEastWressle&BrindRailway’s stationwith
its solemotivepowerpresent.

Inset: The interior of the stationwaiting room.

A ‘freight’workingusing the line’s

onlyvan.

SoColonel Stephens in style –agated

crossingon theEastWressle&Brind

Railway.

The lateColinShutt’s replica
Ford railbus inactionon the

DerwentValleyRailway.
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Recently-rebuiltDaveyPaxman2-8-2RiverEsk runs round itsRavenglass&

EskdaleRailway trainat EskdaleGreenonAugust 19.MATT DITCH

Repairs to the frontof SwanageRailway-basedBulleidBattleofBritain Light

PacificNo. 34070Manstonat TyseleyLocomotiveWorksarewell underway. The

bufferdamage it sustained ina low-speednon-injury collision–during shunting

operations–betweenManstonandBRStandard4MT2-6-4TNo. 80104 inanarea

notopen to thepublic between the signalboxand theengine shedat Swanage

station just after 9amonMonday, July24, 2017.ROBIN JONES

THELNWRGeorgeTheFifthSteam

LocomotiveTrust, builderofnew

George theFifthexpresspassenger

4-4-0No. 2013PrinceGeorge, is to

mount apermanentdisplayof the

project atCreweHeritageCentre.

The trusthasbeen sharing ideas

with theLNWRSociety at thecentre.

Holy War set to
restart in 2019
THEBala LakeRailway is aiming to

haveQuarryHunslet 0-4-0STNo. 779of

1902HolyWarback in traffic in spring

next year.The locomotive, a resident

at theheritage line for 43years,was

withdrawn fromserviceafter its 10-year

boiler ticket expiredat theendof the

Augustbankholidayweekend.A swift

overhaul isplanned.

PrinceGeorge togo
ondisplayatCrewe

No ‘Black Five’ but
Crewe sends two
locos to SVR gala
ByPaulAppleton

THEdisappointmentcausedby the

non-availabilityofStanier‘BlackFive’

No.45231TheSherwoodForester,which

was to join theSevernValleyRailway

fleet for thebusy summerseasonbefore

starringat its showcaseautumnsteam

gala,hasbeenmore thanmadeup forby

Crewepromising twoothermembersof

itsmain line fleet instead.

WithNo.45231undergoingextended

maintenanceandthereforegrounded

forall of thesummerseason, theRoyal

ScotLocomotiveandGeneralTrust is

nowsendingboth itsnamesakeLMS

7PNo.46100RoyalScotandCrewe

shedmate,BRStandardNo.70000

Britannia, tohelpcreatea remarkable

11-locomotive line-up for theSeptember

20-23event.

BritanniaarrivedatKidderminsterby

roadonTuesday, September4prior to

testingontheKidderminster-Bewdley

sectionover the following threedays.

The‘Brit’waswithdrawnfromservice

in2015afterexcessivevibrationwas

noticedwhile inuseonmain line tours.

Since thenworkhas takenplaceat

LNWRHeritage,Crewe, to rectify the

problem,and it ishopedthat following

recommissioning testsat theSVR,

followedbyastarring roleat thegala, it

can return to themain lineat theheadof

trainsoperatedbynewly-createdSaphos

Railtours,whichentered themarketwith

aseriesof‘bargain fare’trainsearlier this

year.TheRiddlesPacificmade its last

appearanceat theSVRduring the line’s

2015autumnsteamgala.

Powerful line-up
RoyalScotcameto theSVR inSeptember

2015 formileageaccumulationandhigh

speedtesting,prior to its return to the

main line followingcompletionof its

long-runningoverhaulatLocomotive

Services inCrewe. It also sawaction

during thatyear’s SVRautumnsteam

gala, alongsideBritannia.

This time itwill operatealongside

former fellowBressinghamSteam

MuseumresidentNo.6233Duchessof

Sutherland.ThePacificwasunveiled

atWestShedontheMidlandRailway-

ButterleyonSeptember9, sporting

its freshly-appliedLMScrimson lake

paintwork,having last run inBR lined

greenprior to its latestboileroverhaul

byowners, thePrincessRoyalClass

LocomotiveTrust.TheStanier4-6-2

last visited theSVR for its2013autumn

steamgala.

At theSVRgala, theopportunitywill be

taken tomatch theLMSPacificwith the

SVR’s full setofmatchingLMScoaches.

Itwill beoneofa trioofPacifics in

action, alongsideBritanniaandresident

BulleidLightPacificNo.34027Taw

Valley.The fourthguest locomotive is

NorthEasternLocomotivePreservation

Group’s recently-overhauledNERQ6

0-8-0No.63395, visiting fromtheNorth

YorkshireMoorsRailway,whichwill

operatealongside fellowcentenarian,

Churchward2-8-0No.2857,which

enjoyed itsownspecialgoodsgala to

mark themilestone in June this year.

TheQ6,oneof the lastpre-Grouping

survivors tobewithdrawnbyBR, is

making its first-evervisit to theSVRand is

currently inBRblack livery.

Although itwashopedthat the

railway’sownBRstandard4MT4-6-0

No.75069wouldbemaking itsgala

debut followinga lengthyoverhaul, it is

now likely tobeonstaticdisplay, albeit

notyet complete,but the railway is still

able to fielda line-upof11 locomotives,

with sevenof itsownalongside the four

guestengines.

‘Auto sandwich’
Aswell asNos. 34027and2857, these

will includeNo. 7802BradleyManor and

‘FlyingPig’No. 43106on theovernight

trainsonFridayandSaturday,while

smaller engineswill beusedon‘local’

trains,withPTR/GWR0-6-0STNo. 813

andCollett 0-6-0PTNo. 7714 featuring

on the line’sGWR‘Toplight’coaches,

andauto-fittedGWR0-4-2TNo. 1450

workingonsingleanddouble coach

autotrains – in the latter caseas a

‘sandwich’, a featurenot seenon theSVR

for someyears.

Oneachof themaingaladays there

will beat leasteightof the11 locos

mentionedaboveusedontrains,

includingall fourguest locomotives,

whileon theThursday therewill besix

locomotives inaction, includingall of the

guestsapart fromNo.46100.

Otherattractionswill includewalk-on

breakfast trains (noneedtobook),

Eardingtonstationopen (trainsdonot

stop),dining trainonSunday,Paddock

Railway (HamptonLoade)andCoalyard

Railway (Kidderminster) inaction, and

atHighley, the firstgalaopeningof

theEngineHouse,with itsnew line-up

ofeight locomotives, includingGWR

small‘Prairie’No.4566and‘pannier tank’

No.5764. Stanierduo8FNo.48773and

‘BlackFive’No.45110,which recently

starred in the railway’sEndofSteam

eventonAugust4, as reported in issue

245, arenowinstockatKidderminster.

ChrisVine, authorof thePeter’sRailway

books,will beat theEngineHouse

fromFriday toSunday tosigncopies

ofhisbooksandchat toyoungrailway

enthusiasts. For fulldetailsof theevent,

includingadvance ticket information,

plusanyupdates to the information

givenabove, visitwww.svr.co.uk
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Appeal seeks £10,000 to
machine new County frames
ByRobinJones

THEmain frameplates fornew-build

GWRCounty4-4-0No. 3840Countyof

Montgomeryhavebeenordered–and

anew£10,000appeal topay for the

machininghas justbeen launched.

TheChurchwardCountyTrusthas

placed theorder for theplateswithTata

Steel ofWednesfield, asper Swindon

drawingNo. 43495, just sixmonthsafter

the launchof the£1.5millionproject.

The trust aims to re-createoneof

Churchward’s‘RoughRiders’usinga

combinationofnewandoriginal

GWRcomponents.

Theorder represents the first new

metal tobeorderedby the trust and

hasbeen fundedby thedonations from

membersof theproject’s Founders’

Club,butmore isneed tocover

themachining.

Parentmaterial
Deliveryof theparentmaterial to

Wednesfield fromthe rollingmillwas

expectedduringSeptember,with the

framesexpectedbecutwithin10-12

days following its receipt.

Project leaderGaryBoyd-Hope said:

“The framesaregenerally considered

tobe theheartof a locomotive, upon

whicheverything sits, or fits beneath

orbetween. Byplacing thisorderwe

Signallinga special success: SwindonPanel nowworkingatDidcot centre
Wordsandpictures

byFrankDumbleton

DIDCOTRailwayCentre’snewsignalling

centreexhibition isalreadyprovinga

bighitwithvisitors since itopenedon

June23.

Theexhibitionexamines thehistory

of traincontrol centres fromtherailway

policemantotherecentlyopened

ThamesValleySignallingCentre,and

features the1930s illuminatedpanel

fromBristolEast signalboxandthe

SwindonPanel fromthe1960sas

majorexhibits, inaprojecthaving

beenundertaken inconjunction

with theSwindonPanelSociety.

1970s/80s style
Thefirst image (bottomleft) shows

SwindonPanel,whichwas installed

in itsbuildingalongsideSwindon

station in1968,andwasfinally taken

outof service in2016. Itwassoldby

NetworkRail to theSwindonPanel

Society for£1.Thesocietymoved it

to thenewbuildingatDidcot inApril

2016.TheSwindonRoomisdecorated

in1970s/1980s railwayofficestylewith

carpet tiles,whitewallsandsuspended

ceilingwithconcealedstrip lighting.

Thepanel isabout30ft longand

controlleda largeportionof theoriginal

GWRLondontoBristolmain line.At the

left-handend itextendseastbeyond

Uffington.AtSwindon, the line to

Gloucesterdiverges,andthepanel

controls this routeas farasKemble.

WestofWoottonBassett junction, the

panelextendsbeyondChippenhamon

theroutetoBristolviaBath,andnearly

toBristolontheSouthWales route.

Thepanelwasoriginally located

abovea largerelay roomwhich

controlledthepointsandsignals.

SincearrivingatDidcot, ithasbeen

reconfiguredtoworkviaacomputer

programmewhichsendsthetrainsand

setsuptheroutes.Thecomputerhasa

delaybuilt into it tosimulate thetime it

tookfor therelays toworkmechanically

anddrivethepointmotors.

Thescreensonthebackof thepanel

showthe four-digitheadcodesof the

trains.Thesehavetobedecodedby

referringtotimetablesummarysheets

andtheroutessetupbyturningthe

blackknobsandpushingredandyellow

buttons.The lightsonthesectionof

routeare litupwhitewhen it is set, and

turnredwhenthetrain isoccupyingthe

trackcircuits.

Interactive experience
The second image (left) shows the

Swindon station area of the panel.

Theworking surface is formed of

dominoes 40mm square, eachwith

a small section of the layout on it,

such as one signal or a set of points.

Many hundreds of these dominoes

are formed into amosaic to build up

the required panel diagram. Each

domino can be changed to take

account of alterations to track layout.

Thethirdphotograph(aboveright)

showsthepanel inuseonAugust19.

haveeffectivelybreathed life into

CountyofMontgomery, 106years after

the lastCounty frameswere laidat

SwindonWorks.

“Theorder representsourmost

significant statementof intent todate

andshowshowserious andcommitted

weare to seeingNo. 3840 take to

the rails.”

Tomeet themachiningcosts, the

trust’s new100HundredsAppeal is

seeking to recruit 100 individuals to

eachdonate£100. Eachdonorwill

receiveanA4-sizedmountedprint

ofCountyofMontgomeryby the

artist JonathanClay, togetherwitha

year’s complimentarymembershipof

the trust.

Garyadded:“Ideallywewould like to

get the frameplatesdelivereddirect

to themachining specialist, as thiswill

avoidextramovementsof theplates

in the long runandallow themtobe

preparedandpaintedoncecomplete.

However,wecanonly accomplish this

with financial support.”

TheChurchwardCountieswere the

last newGWR4-4-0designandby far

themostmodern,with inside frames

andoutside cylinders.Theywerebuilt

for expresspassengerworkon linesover

whichChurchward’s Saint 4-6-0swere

prohibited, theShrewsbury toBristol

line (thenorth towest route),which

was sharedwith theLNWRnorthof

Hereford, and theMidlandRailway line

betweenStandish JunctionandYate,

overwhich theGWRhad running rights.

Churchwardusedstandardcomponents

toproducea four-coupledversionof

his Saints.

Last survivor
The first of the class,No. 3473County

ofMIddlesex,emerged fromSwindon

Works inMay1904.A total of 40were

built.No. 3833CountyofDorsetwas

the first tobewithdrawn, in February

1930, and the last survivorwasNo. 3834

CountyofSomerset,withdrawn in

November1933.

The trust,which is affiliated to the

GreatWesternSociety, aims toconstruct

anewexample to thepatternof the

10erectedat Swindon in1911/12with

curveddrop-ends to the runningplate

andscrew reverse, utilising theStandard

No. 4boiler fromunrestored2-8-0T

No. 5227, togetherwithpatternsmade

for theconstructionof the society’s

ChurchwardSaint 4-6-0No. 2999Lady

ofLegend, including that for the6ft 8½in

drivingwheels.

A largenumberof componentshave

alsobeenobtained, including thebogie

wheels, axleboxes, horns anda suitable

Churchward3500-gallon tender chassis.

➜Anyonewhowishes to support

the100HundredsAppeal is invited

to sendachequepayable to the

ChurchwardCountyTrustwith

a coveringnote to: Churchward

CountyTrust, POBox10633, Leicester

LE90DU.

TheSwindonPanelnow
formspart of amajor
exhibitionatDidcot.

TheSwindonstationareaof thepanel.

Adrawingof thenewCounty

4-4-0main frames. CCT
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Newman
in charge of
Mid-Hants
SEVERNValleyRailwayvolunteer Jason

Houldershasbeenappointedas the

newgeneralmanagerof theMid-Hants

Railway.

He takesover fromlong-serving

managingdirectorColinChambers,

who isnowworkingas the line’s

part-time financedirectoruntil his

plannedretirement.

Jasonhasmore than30years’

ofexperienceworking inproject

managementandcustomer service

positions.Hesaid:“I amdelighted to

have joined theWatercressLine.The

staff andvolunteershavebeenvery

supportiveofmeandthenewrole, and

I look forward toworkingwith them

tomakesure the railwaycancontinue

tosucceed formanygenerations in

the future.

“Foras longas I can remember, I have

alwaysbeen interested inheritage

railways. Iwasborn justa fewmiles

fromoneof theearly railwaysand

preservationgroups, and I remember

asachild justwanting togoto the

crossingsandwatch the trainsas they

camethrough. It’sbeen inmyblood for

a long time.

“Ihavebeenavolunteeronasteam

railway in theMidlands for the last

35years,where I’veworkedonthe

locomotivesandontheboards.

“Iwasdeputychairman fora short time

and Ialsoorganisedsomeof thebigger

eventsupthere.”

Friendly staff
Jasonadded:“TheMid-HantsRailway is

abitof ahiddengem. I’dbeenhereona

coupleofoccasionsbecausewe’dhired

our locomotives fromtheSevernValley

Railwaydowntohere, and Iwas really

impressedwith thestaff, thestationsand

thewayeverything is setup.

“TheMid-HantsRailwayoperates ina

veryprofessionalway foraheritage line.

“Ithas somereallygoodstandards

whicharebeingmaintained, thestaff

arevery friendlyandthestationsarewell

presented–andthat reallyputs the line

inastrongplace for the future.

“In termsofevents,Dayoutwith

Thomas is just fantastic,Waron theLine

in2019will be the75thanniversaryof

D-Day, soabigevent.”

It isgratifyingthatchildrenare

fascinatedbythechallengeof reading

thetrainheadcodesonthescreens

at thebackof thepanel,workingout

fromthetimetablesummaryonthe

clipboards theroute it takes through

thepanel’sarea,andsettingtheroute

for it to takewithoutcausingdelays.

For theyoungergeneration, the

intellectual challenge is likeacomputer

gameplayedonagigantickeyboard!

TheSwindonPanelSociety team’s

nextoperatingdays for thepanelare

September22-23and29-30.

Vintage panel
The1935-vintagepanel fromBristol

East followstheprogressof train

movements to theeastofTemple

Meadsstationusingred lamps

controlledbytrackcircuits. Italsohas

exhibits fromlever framesignalboxes,

includingapairof levers thatcontrol

workingsemaphoresignals.

Youngsters enjoy the challengeof anold-fashionedcomputergame!

Ivatt 2-6-0No. 43106approachingMiners’ Crossing,nearHighley, on theSevern

ValleyRailway (SVR)onSeptember5with the10.40amBridgnorth-Kidderminster

service. It is usually impossible to takephotosatMiners’ Crossingat this time

of theyearbecauseof encroachingvegetation.However, it seems tohavebeen

cutback toenable these shots tobe taken. Thewreathon the smokeboxwas in

memoryof SVRdriverBernardRainbow,whodied recently. JOHNOATES

JasonHoulders,whohas just taken

over asgeneralmanagerat the

Watercress Line.MHR
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Tyseley’sGWRCollett 0-6-0PTNo. L94 (7752)departsGoodringtonSandsanddigsdeep tohaul its seven-coach loadup the

stiff grade toChurstonwith the2.15pmPaignton toKingswear serviceonAugust 30. This locomotivehauled the last London

Undergroundsteamtrainon June6, 1971. STEPHENGINN

Wimblebury in actionat theFoxfieldRailwaygalaon July22. IAN SMITH

Wimblebury steps in to
help Middleton 50 gala
ByRobinJones

THEFoxfieldRailwayhascometothe

aidof fellowpremier industrialheritage

linetheMiddletonRailwayto loana

locomotive for its showpieceLastCoals to

LeedseventonSeptember29-30.

Hunslet0-6-0STNo.3839of1955

WimbleburywassuppliednewtotheNCB

CannockWoodCollierynearHednesford

andworkedthereuntil theearly1970s

when itwaswithdrawnfromservice.

Thecollieryclosed in1973and

Wimbleburywasboughtprivately for

preservationandmovedtotheFoxfield

Railway inSeptember thatyear,asspares

foranotherengine.

However,afterbeingfittedwith

vacuumbrakes,Wimbleburywasused

regularlyatFoxfield in the lateSeventies.

Afteranother10-yearlyoverhaul, it

returnedtosteaminJuly2017,butwas

takenoutof serviceand liftedearly this

year foraxleboxrepairsbut returnedto

servicebysummer.

Memories rekindled
For thegalas,Wimbleburywill replace

Hunslet 0-6-0STNo. 3686of 1948

No. 60, a formerNCB locomotive that

wasbookedasan ideal visitor for this

particular event.However, it is no longer

available, as theAlnValleyRailwayalso

hasagala the sameweekend.

Wimbleburywill staralongsidethe

Slough&WindsorRailwaySociety’s

HudswellClarke0-6-0STSloughEstates

No.3,whichwillbevinyledasBlenkinsop

1954, the last steamlocomotiveordered

byandusedatBroomCollieryandeither

1903-builtManningWardle0-6-0ST

MatthewMurrayor1941-builtHunslet

0-6-0TBrookesNo.1.

ItwasplannedtorepaintMatthew

MurraygreenandrenameitForward,

takingthe identityofa locomotivethat

workedfor theNCBSouthYorkshireArea.

ResidentFowler0-4-0DHHarrywill

alsobeusedonthedaytorepresent the

prototypeFowlerdieselNo.423001of

1957that followedthe line’sbicentenary

train in1958.That trainsparkedthe

preservationof therailwayandsothe

Fowler isa linkbacktothatday.

Twoof therailway’swagonshavebeen

repainted.The line’s five-plankMiddleton

Collierywagonhasbeenrepairedand

repainted into itsMiddletonColliery

livery,andDogfishballastwagon,which

wasdamagedbythe fireatMoorRoad

inJuly, is toberepainted inNCBblack

liveryand letteredasaMiddletonBroom

Colliery internaluser.

LastCoals toLeedswill commemorate

the50thanniversaryof theclosureof

MiddletonBroomColliery in1968and

issponsoredbyLeedsCityCouncil

under its‘Lovewhereyou live’project,

which is intendedtobringcommunities

closer together.

Community engagement
Theheritage linehasproduceda

children’shistoryof thecolliery, Broom

Pit –Canaries andPonies,whichwill

bedistributed freeof charge toevery

primary school child inMiddleton

Ward,which iswhere thecollierywas

located. Eachchildwill also receive

abookmark,which incorporates a

detachable ticket for themto rideon

the railway.

Therewill alsobean‘adult’versionof

thisbook,givingdetailsof thecolliery

andthosewhoworkedthereandalso its

legacy,which includes therailway.

Aneventbookhasalsobeen

producedfor theweekend,alongwith

commemorativeT-shirts.

SirArchibald’s
boiler is back
atBluebell
THEboiler for SRBattleofBritain

PacificNo. 34059 SirArchibald

Sinclairhas returned to the

Bluebell Railwayafterbeing

away forfiveyears.

During its timeaway it has

hadnewsides to theouter

wrapperof the fireboxanda

completelynew inner firebox

and foundation channel.This

workhasbeen financedby the

KeepUp thePressureFund,

theBluebellTrust, and the

Bluebell RailwayBattleofBritain

LocomotiveGroup.

It hasnowbeenmoved into

theworkshop in readiness for

work to commenceon re-staying

and the fittingof smokeand

flue tubes.A return to steam

for theBluebell Railway-owned

locomotive is hoped forwithin

thenextone to twoyears.

Blackmoor needs £199k
Meanwhile, fundraising

continues for theoverhaul of

BulleidSociety-ownedWest

Country lightPacificNo. 21C123

BlackmoorVale.

To return the locomotive to

trafficwill require anew inner

fireboxcosting£199,900.With

this inmind, theBulleidSociety

haspurchased themajor items

necessary to fabricate anewone.

Thegrouphaspurchased

twonewthermic syphons

costing£15,000; the foundation

channel sections costing£7110

(necessary to construct anew

foundation ring to connect

theouter and inner firebox

wrappers); the firebox tubeplate

at the costof £8720and the

firedoor innerbackhead for

£17,000havebeenpurchased.

Normandy back on show
The total costof fabricating

thenew innerfireboxusing

the itemsalreadypurchased,

removing theoldfirebox from

theboiler, fitting thenew inner

firebox to theouterwrapper and

fittingall thewater space stays

andundertaking thenecessary

hydraulic andsteamtests is

£199,900.

Donationsmaybe sent to:

VernonBlackburn, Bluebell

RailwayTrust, SheffieldPark

station, SheffieldPark,Uckfield,

SussexTN223QL.

Anotherof thegroup’s

locomotives, LSWRB40-4-0T

Normandyhas returned to

SheffieldPark shed to take its

place in thenewSteamWorks!

exhibition.
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GWRA to launch new
lower-value auction
ANEWauctionof lower-valuegeneral

railwayana is tobe launchednext year as

a joint venturebetweenGWRailwayana

and long-timecollector JulianHanwell.

Tobemarketedas‘GWRAbuyandgo,’

itwill follow the styleofGreatCentral’s

bi-annual sales atBloxham,withno

commissionor telephonebidsnor

accompanying stalls, andneitherwill

therebe internetbidding, unlikeGWRA’s

flagship live sales.

GWRA’s SimonTurner saida feature

ofBuyandGowouldbeawebsite

catalogueand thumbnail photographs

of every lot,while thecatalogue

wouldbeavailable inPDF format for

downloading.Theauctions, comprising

up to1000 lots,will beheld twice-yearly

inMayandOctober atGWRA’susual

PershoreHighSchool venue,with the

first beingnextMay.

“Julianhas awealthof experience

in the railwayana fieldandhasbeen

collecting since the1970s,witha

particular interest in signallingand

railway lamps,”saidSimon.“Weareboth

looking forward to thisnewventure.”

GreatCentral launched its Bloxham

auctions10years agoasanoutlet for

the saleof the sort of lower value items

referred tobySimon,but interestingly

itwent slightlyupmarket at its latest

auction–heldonAugust 4, as reported

in this column–by including, for the first

time, cabsidenumberplates andstation

totemsigns.
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£100k success as heavyweights
battle it out at Stoneleigh
ASanexampleofmathematical

symmetry, itwasnigh-onperfect.

Eachof the top fivenameplates sold

atGreatCentral’s September1auction

at Stoneleigh recorded five-figure

realisations–and their combined

hammerprices totalledexactly

£100,000.

Thequintetwasheadedat£30,000by

603Squadronwithmatching squadron

badge, fromSRBattleofBritainPacific

No. 34077, followedbyThePrinceof

Wales’sVolunteersSouthLancashire from

LMSRoyal ScotNo. 46137 (£26,500), and

Knightof theThistle fromGWRStar class

No. 4012 (£19,000).

Fourthwas LochArkaig fromLNERK2

No. 61764,whose£14,500price resulted

inmore symmetry, in that the top

sellingquartet came fromeachof the

‘Big Four’railwaycompanies. Itwas then

the turnof thediesels, for the final

memberof the five-figure

unionatprecisely

£10,000wasCarmania,

carriedbyClass 40

D218/40028 from

1962until 1973.

BRmade it onto

the scoreboard

thanks toVenus

fromBritannia

No. 70023 (£9600),

afterwhich itwas

frommajestic Pacific

tohumble tank

engine, fornext

upat£9000was

anameplate from

IsleofWight

O2class

0-4-4T

W31

Chale.Aclose-

Totemsandcabsidesmake their

markatBloxhamgeneral sale
ATOTEMsign fromthe

Cambridgeshire stationofMeldreth

on theKing’sCross-Cambridge

linewas the top seller in aGreat

Central general railwayana sale

atBloxhamonAugust4, realising

£820,with the category runner-up

at £500beingPontefractBaghill,

oneof three stations in theWest

Yorkshire town.

Cabsidenumberplates from

GWR0-6-0PTNos. 4607and9768

fetched£600and£480 respectively,

anda flamecut fromClass46

dieselNo. 46026 Leicestershire

andDerbyshireYeomanrywent for

£560.This 1Co-Co1,whichemerged

fromDerby inApril 1962asD163

andwas takenoutof service in

November1984,was theonly

namedmemberof its class.

On theLondonUnderground

front, a frieze fromEmbankment

stationachieved£500.

For thoseofuswho likea little

bit of historicalminutiawithan

unusual twist, this station is the

last on thenetworkatwhich

oneof theearliest‘Mind thegap’

announcements thatwere recorded

by theactorOswaldLaurence can

beheard.

Prices excludebuyer’s premiumof

15%(+VAT).

knit selectionensued, ledbyDickTurpin

fromLNERA3No. 60080andPrincess

Beatrice fromGWRStarNo. 4052, each

at£8000, andMadoqua fromLNERB1

No. 61027 (£7700).

TwoGWRHall class 4-6-0s feature

at this point, withHeveninghamHall

fromNo. 7909 selling for £6800 and

WoottonHall (No. 4979) goingunder

Mike Soden’s hammer for £3500.

Themeat in this sandwich of 4-6-0s

was Shamrock fromLNWRPrecursor

4-4-0No. 1309/LMS5302 (£5800).

A replacement

nameplatewasn’t

far off No. 4979’s

realisation,

whenShanklin,

fromanother

IoWClassO2,

W20, fetched

£3200.This

loco’s original

nameplate

was brass,

butwhen

removed

prior to the

endof steam

on the island

inDecember

1966, the

steel version

thatwas sold

at Stoneleigh replaced

it on the 0-4-4T.

A selectionof station totemsigns

spreadacross three regionsmixed it

with the lower-pricednameplates, led

byBR(M)Keswickat £4600–more than

four times themiddleestimate–and

ably supportedbyBR(S)Crowborough

andJarvis Brook (£4300) andBR(W)

BuilthWells (£4200).TheSouthern

Railway target sign leaderwasParkstone

(£1250), closely followedbyLondon

Underground’sBondStreet at £1150.

Cabsidenumberplates areusually

thedomainof theGWR,but the top

seller, at £4000,wasaCreweworks1917

example fromLNWRClaughtonclass

4-6-0No. 2426,whichbecameLMS

No. 5959andwaswithdrawn in1932.

TheGWRdidget a look-in, thanks to

6979 fromHelperlyHall, although its

£2000 realisationwashalf thatof the

LNWRclasswinner.

Electrics anddiesels also shone in

this category,withE3040 froma

1960-built Class 84 selling for £2800, and

D1049 fromClass 52WesternMonarch

for £2000.

The topworksplatewasaBrighton

1879offering fromanunidentified

LBSCRengine (£3500), leading

shedplateat£2400was64G

(Hawick), andheading the smokebox

numberplateswas34077 from603

Squadron,whichwent for £2000

immediately after its nameplate,

albeit not to the

samebidder.

Other sales

worthyofmention

includeaMalcolm

Rootpainting

ofA4No. 60024

Kingfisherat

Gleneagles (£3200),

aheadboard from

‘TheRoyal Scot’

(£3100), aplatform

ticketmachine

dispensing2d tickets

(£2200),

andaTyer’s key token

instrument (£1950).

Prices excludebuyer’s

premiumof15%

(+VAT).

AuctioneerMike

Sodensaid:“I

thought that itwas

brilliantoverall.

Totemswere strong,

andhave really

comeon in the

last yearor so.

Therewere some

goodcabsideprices

too, although this

category canbe

upanddown, as

can smokebox

numberplates.”
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GER in pursuit as LMS
shines at model auction
THELMSoutshoneall others at a Lacy

Scott&Knight railwayanaandmodel

trains auction inBurySt Edmundson

August 18,withprideofplacegoing to

a7¼in live steammodelofClass 4MT

2-6-4TNo. 2237,which sold for £12,500,

more than thedouble topestimate.

Theengineonwhich themodelwas

basedemerged fromDerby inAugust

1946andwaswithdrawnbyBR fromthe

Leicestershire shedofCoalville (15D) as

No. 42237 inDecember1962.

Behindcame two further 7¼ingauge

live steammodels, ofGERT26class

2-4-0No. 494 (£7500) andClassY14

0-6-0No. 904 (£7200), anda thirdGER

representative, 5ingauge live steamS46

‘ClaudHamilton’class 4-4-0No. 1896

(£5400).No. 494was reclassifiedE4by

theLNERandnumbered62787byBR,

whileNo. 904was reclassified J15and

numbered65400afterNationalisation.

No. 1896becameaClassD15 locounder

theLNER,given thenumber62507by

BR, andwaswithdrawn fromKing’s Lynn

(31C) inApril 1952.

Themoremodernerawas

representedbyClass 9FNo. 92008 in5in

gauge live steamthatwentunder the

hammer for £4600.The2-10-0wasbuilt

atCrewe inMarch1954andwithdrawn

fromWarringtonDallam (8B) inOctober

1967, themonth inwhich the shed

closed to steam.

A further four-figure realisationwas

achievedbya1938HornbyO-gauge

LMSPrincessRoyalNo. 6201Princess

Elizabeth, its £1000beingalmost

identical to a similarmodel soldat a

Vectis auction thedaybefore, as also

reported in this column.Prices exclude

buyer’spremiumof20%(+VAT).

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. Heritagerailway.co.uk 47

Single collection at heart of Great Northern sale
ASINGLEcollectionof railwayana

rangingfrommainstreamtoesotericwill

beat theheartofGreatNorthern’s saleon

October6.

Included in the former is agroup

of totems fromthe southwestof

England toScotlandvianorth

Wales, includingRedruth,

Elderslie, andAbergelie

&Pensarn,witha

SouthernRailway target

sign fromElephant&

Castle thrown in for

goodmeasure.

Headboards
Anotherwidegeographical

spread is found in the

headboardandcarriageboard section,

which includesa tartan‘Royal Scot’of

eachandalso‘TheAberdonian’, anda

‘Cornishman’headboard.

There are also Penychain and

Southern Electric running-in boards,

a Giggleswick signalbox nameboard,

and a BR‘IrishMail’poster by FH

Glazebrook commemorating the

Franco-Swiss alliancewins theday
FRANCEandSwitzerland joined

forces towin tophonours at aVectis

model train sale atThornabyon

August 17,whenO-gaugemodels

of French state railwaySNCF

locomotivesmadebyFulgurexof

Switzerlandachieved thehighest

two realisations.

The leaderwasa limited

productionClass 2D2overhead

electric locoNo. 5516 that achieved

£1300, followedat£1200by

another limitededition, ofClass

241P4-8-2No. 25. Philotrainof

Holland steppedonto thepodium

in thirdplacewithanO-gauge

NederlandseSpoorwegendiesel

railcar (£1100), this toobeinga

limitedproduction– just 30models.

Itwasback to theFulgurex-SNCF

combo for fourthplacewithyet

anotherO-gauge limitededition,

ofClass 242AT4-8-4TNo. 6 (£1000),

apricematchedbyaKissModels

ofGermanyO-gaugeSNCFClass

141R2-8-2No. 1172. Justbelow

four figureswas the firstmodel of

aBritishmain line steamengine,

aHornbyO-gaugeLMSPrincess

Royal PacificNo. 6201Princess

Elizabeth (£900). Prices exclude

buyer’s premiumof25%(incVAT).

■A1920NorthBritishRailway1d

platformticket for EdinburghWaverley

was the top realisation ina5000-lot

GreatCentral onlineandpostal railway

ticket auction that endedonAugust14,

selling for £220. In secondplaceat £160

wasanotherplatformticket, issuedby

Cheshire LinesCommittee for Liverpool

Central. Prices excludebuyer’spremium

of10% (+VAT).

‘IrishMail’centenary in 1948. Among

theesoteric isaBritanniaBridgebrass

bell stampedLNWandaEustonlantern

bearingtheLNWRcrest.GreatNorthern’s

DaveRobinsonsaidthefunctionand

precise locationofthebellwasunclear,

althoughitwasbelieveditmay

havebeenrungwhenevera

trainwasapproachingthe

bridge,whichcrossesthe

MenaiStraitbetween

mainlandWalesand

Anglesey. Itwasfound

bydiversafter thefire

in1970whichcaused

considerabledamage.

ThelocationoftheEuston

lantern isalsounknown,butDave

saidonetheorywasthat ithadbeen

locatedataroyalentrancetothestation,

whichwasoftenusedbytheroyal family

travellingtoBallater, theneareststation

toBalmoral.

Thecollection, thesecondpartofwhich

willbeauctionedbyGreatNorthern

onApril6nextyear, isbeingsoldby

long-timeenthusiastChrisHalsalland

wasknownastheBrooksideMiniature

Railwaycollection.

Away fromthecollection, four

nameplates in theauctionareCoryHall

fromGWRNo.5968,DefenceandCityof

St.Albans fromLMSJubileeNo.45722

andPrincessCoronationNo.46253, and

Sansovino fromLNERA3No.60053.

TheGWR4-6-0wasbuilt in1937and

withdrawnfromGloucesterHortonRoad

(85B) inSeptember1962, the Jubilee in

1936andwithdrawnfromRugby (2A)

inDecember1962, and thePrincess

Coronation in1946andwithdrawnfrom

CreweNorth (5A) in January1963.

TheA3was theoldestof thequartet

but the last tobewithdrawn,having

beenbuilt atDoncaster in1924and

takenoutof service inMay1963when

sheddedatHeaton (52B). Itwasnamed

after thewinnerof the1924Derby.

Trespass signs
Cast-iron trespass signs includeexamples

fromOldhamAshton&GuideBridge,

Rhondda&SwanseaBay, Sheffield&

MidlandandBarryDock railways, and

the locomotive items’selectionoffersa

1927BeyerPeacockworksplate fromone

of theearliest LMS2-6-0+0-6-2Garratts,

thechimney fromGWRNo.7027

ThornburyCastle, andabadge from

Class45D56/45137TheBedfordshireand

HertfordshireRegiment (T.A.).

ABristol&ExeterRailwayofficechair

mayprovidecomfortwhen itsnew

owner returnshome,andmaybe they’ll

enjoyadrinkbrewed inanLNERKing’s

Cross teaurn,which isalsogoingunder

thehammer.Theauction, atPoynton

LeisureCentre, starts at10.30am.
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Inhybrid LNER/BRcondition, LNERA3PacificNo. 4472
FlyingScotsmandeparts fromYorkonMay31, 2005with
the ‘ScarboroughSpaExpress’, its first trainafterbeing
purchasedby theNationalRailwayMuseum.

After years in the finance industry, and in a complete change of career direction,
Brian Sharpe became assistant editor ofHeritage Railway in 2002. This summer he
stepped down to take awell-earned retirement, and over the following pages he recalls
some of the preservation highlights he has witnessed and reported on over those 16 years.

CONFESSIONS OF A

RAILWAY JOURNALIST

L
ike many teenagers in the 1960s I had
been an avid trainspotter; in my case,
my local line was the East Coast route

where I managed to ‘cop’ many LNER Pacifics,
including all of the A4s.
The King’s Cross engines such asMallard,

Sir Nigel Gresley and Flying Scotsman were
an everyday sight but one afternoon in 1963
an apparition came into view at one of my
favoured spots, Walton level crossing north
of Peterborough. It was an immaculate but
unfamiliar-looking steam engine heading
south light engine on the slow line.
As it passed, I naturally noted down its

number – 4472, but the four-figure number
was unfamiliar, as was shade of green and
the initials LNER on the tender. However, I
recognised the name on the red plate over the
middle splasher – Flying Scotsman. It was not
the No. 60103 I had been familiar with though
– and this was my first encounter with railway

preservation. I later discovered that the engine
had been purchased by Alan Pegler, overhauled
at Doncaster and was heading for London to
work its first railtour in private ownership.
Sadly it was another couple of years before I

acquired my first camera, by which time the
LNER Pacifics had retreated much further
north, so I never photographed any in BR
service. I did not even really notice them
disappear as I think I was more interested in
the shiny new diesels; ‘copping’ the Deltics in
numerical order as they entered ECML service.

Maroonmogul
By the time BR steam ended completely in
1968, I was travelling more widely across the
country. I saw more apparitions on my travels
such as a maroon Ivatt mogul, No. 6441
among the rusty ‘Black Fives’ at Carnforth,
then witnessed the arrival of No. 70013
Oliver Cromwell at Bressingham in August

and a month later, a rusty Standard 5MT
4-6-0 No. 73050 appeared at my local shed at
New England.
Once steam had ended, steam preservation

was becoming established; there was still
industrial steam to be savoured, and of
course steam had many years’ service left in
various overseas countries. Fast forward to
2002 though and the railway preservation
movement had achieved more than anyone
could ever have predicted 35 years earlier and
now I was sitting in an office in Lincolnshire
tasked with writing about the subject.
Heritage Railway had been set up by

publisher Paul Appleton three years earlier
with Robin Jones as editor and issue 37 was the
first to carry my name as assistant editor. Of
course by 2002, most of the heritage railways
we know today were well-established but there
were new-generation lines which had still
to run their first public services, such as the

RETROSPECTIVE



“The first real excitement in the new job was

the rumour that a preserved steam engine was

going to haul the Royal Train on the main line.”

Left: LMSPrincessCoronationPacificNo. 6233DuchessofSutherlanddeparts from

Holyheadwith the ‘top-secret’ Royal Train conveyingHMTheQueenalong the

NorthWalesCoast lineon June11, 2002.

LMS8F2-8-0No. 48151crosses the river at Invershin
on theFarNorth linewith theRailwayTouring
Company’s ‘GreatBritain’ onApril 12, 2007.

Below: LMSRoyal Scot4-6-0No. 46115ScotsGuardsmanandBRStandardBritannia

PacificNo. 70013OliverCromwellat theWestCoastRailways’ openweekendat

Carnforth in July2008.

Ecclesbourne Valley Railway, while even the
Mid-Norfolk Railway at that time had yet to
run any meaningful steam services.
There were a couple of classic narrow gauge

railways which had lain dormant since the
1930s, with tangible steps towards their
revival now evident. Woody Bay station on the
Lynton & Barnstaple Railway was once again
seeing signs of life and inWales, on theWelsh
Highland Railway, track-laying had reached
Rhyd Ddu.
Among the big news stories in the first

few issues I worked on was the proposal by
Bressingham to return LMS 4-6-0 No. 6100
Royal Scot to the main line, while at the same
time, classmate No. 6115 Scots Guardsman was
languishing at Tyseley, not having steamed
since 1980. I was soon off to Bressingham to
witness Royal Scot’s boiler being removed by
Roland Kennington.

Another surprise announcement for the
steaming of an historic locomotive was the
news that the National Railway Museum
intended to return its Beattie well tank to
steam. The NRM also announced plans to
build a state-of-the-art outstation at Shildon.
In 2002, Flying Scotsman in LNER apple

green as No. 4472 but now with its double
chimney, was earning its keep in Dr
Marchington’s ownership, mostly on Pullman
duties on the Southern Region. Meanwhile,
the new A1 Pacific Tornado was looking like a
complete locomotive at Darlington.

Steamon the Royal Train
The first real excitement in the new job was
the rumour that a preserved steam engine was
going to haul the Royal Train on the main line.
LMS Princess Coronation Pacific No. 6233

Duchess of Sutherland had effectively taken the

place of the popular NRM-owned No. 46229
Duchess of Hamilton on the main line from
2001. It never really seemed to equalHamilton’s
legendary performances at first, but on
June 11, 2002 it upstaged its sister and achieved
immortality by being chosen to head the
Royal Train.
The event was shrouded in secrecy, but the

grapevine quickly established that No. 6233
would haul the train fromHolyhead to
Crewe, with stops at Llanfair PG, Bangor and
Llandudno Junction. The Queen and the Duke
of Edinburgh had a series of royal engagements
in NorthWales and would use the train for
parts of the journey during the day. It was by
no means the first steam-hauled Royal Train
in the preservation era, but it was the first to be
hauled by steam on the main line.
The weather co-operated and although no

one would officially divulge any timings, it
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Ononeof its lastdutiesbefore retiring tobe
a static exhibit, LNERV22-6-2No. 4771Green
Arrowdeparts fromGrosmonton theNorth
YorkshireMoorsRailwaywitha trainofGresley
teak coachesonMarch14, 2008.

was impossible to keep The Queen’s schedule
secret, so it was not difficult to work out what
the train was going to do and when.

‘Great Britain’
The idea of a steam tour of the whole of Britain,
taking in London, Penzance and Thurso
had been around for a long time but in 2007,
the Railway Touring Company announced
that it was going to happen. The first nine-
day multi-engine ‘Great Britain’ tour was
scheduled for April and it seemed well worth
following it throughout, with the intention of
photographing it at as many classic railway
locations as possible en route.
What could not have been predicted was the

near-perfect weather throughout, with the
unfortunate exception of the trip on the Kyle
of Lochalsh line but even that was dry. There
were virtually no operational problems, again
apart from the run on the Far North line where
pathing problems caused by a late departure
from Inverness caused a six-hour late arrival
into Thurso.
It was the best nine continuous days of

steam photography I have experienced in this
country; normally this kind of trip is only
possible overseas. With Penzance, the Royal
Albert Bridge, the climb to Shap, the climbs to
Drumochter and Slochd both ways and several
locations on the Far North line all recorded in
sunshine, it was all too good to be true. Against
all the odds, RTC andWest Coast Railways

have combined to run something similar
nearly every year since and for many it has
become the steam highlight of the year. Overall
the first one can probably still be considered to
have been the best.

Oliver Cromwell
Amatter of regret for many enthusiasts was
the fact that BR Standard Britannia Pacific
No. 70013Oliver Cromwell remained at
Bressingham for so many years after hauling
BR’s ‘Fifteen Guinea Special’ in August 1968.
I first saw the engine at March shed in 1963
in decrepit condition, then again at a Derby
works open day in 1967 and securely wrapped
under a tarpaulin at Carnforth in February
1968. I finally managed to photograph it on
Lostock Hall shed in July 1967 and three weeks
later witnessed its arrival at Bressingham on
a low-loader, but I never saw it move under its
own steam.
The news that it had finally been permitted

to leave Bressingham in 2004, to be overhauled
at Loughborough, was received with almost
universal enthusiasm. The target was to have
the engine finished by August 2008 in time
for the 40th anniversary rerun of 1T57 of
August 11, 1968.
Naturally it was a close-run thing but the

overhauled No. 70013 was taken by road in
July 2008 to its 1968 home shed of Carnforth
for West Coast Railways to give it a main
line proving run. Better still, The Railway

Inworksgrey livery, LNERA1PacificNo. 60163heads

its first trainpastKinchleyLaneon theGreatCentral

Railway inSeptember2008.

“It was one of life’s more

unusual experiences to be

travelling on the footplate

on one of Ireland’s long-lost

classic narrow gauge railways.”



0-6-2TSlieveCallandeparts fromMoyasta Junctionon the short revived section

of theWestClareRailwayonAugust1, 2009.

By2008 the routeof the reinstatedWelshHighlandRailway throughPorthmadog

wasbecomingclearer and the first sectionof track is about tobe laidacross the

BritanniaBridgeon theapproach toHarbour station.

The first passenger-carrying steamtrain through theAberglaslynPasson the

WelshHighlandRailway since1936wasamembers’ special onMay21, 2009,

hauledbyGeorgeEngland0-4-0STTPrince.

Bagnall 0-6-2TTriumphheads towardsSittingbourneonwhat couldhave

been the lastdayof serviceson theSittingbourne&KemsleyLightRailwayon

December26, 2008.

Magazine, which had become a sister title of
Heritage Railway following its purchase by
Mortons, had persuadedWest Coast Railways
to open its doors to the public for a strictly
one-off weekend andOliver Cromwell’s visit
coincided with the event.
Carnforth had been the centre of the steam

enthusiast’s world, not only in 1968, but right
through to the early 1990s and it seemed
surreal to be crossing the footbridge from
the station to the shed once again for the first
time in nearly 20 years. Outside the shed, the
gleaming Pacific stood next toWest Coast’s
superby-restored LMS Royal Scot 4-6-0
No. 46115 Scots Guardsman which only six
years earlier was lying derelict at Tyseley.
Over the course of the next week I had

the pleasure of finally photographing not
onlyOliver Cromwell hauling a main line
train for the first time in 40 years, but also
Scots Guardsman.

Tornado
Despite having been brought up with LNER
Pacifics and regretting the fact that no A1 was
preserved, I have to confess I had little interest
in the Tornado project until it started to look
like an engine. It was the arrival of the boiler
fromMeiningen that finally persuaded me that
it was now getting interesting and would be
worth a trip to Darlington.
Naturally, I had to be there for its first

public steaming on August 1, 2008 and then

at the Great Central Railway to see it haul its
inaugural train in September. Its first main
line runs were in poor weather conditions but
highlights since then have been the Top Gear
special, the trip on the Far North line and a
couple of Royal Trains to name but a few.

Narrowgauge
I always enjoy visiting places I remember
from real steam days. In 1969, in the lean
period after the end of BR steam but before
steam preservation had really taken off, I had
visited the Bowaters’ narrow gauge system
at Sittingbourne. The line closed shortly
afterwards but was quickly reincarnated as a
heritage line by the Locomotive Club of Great
Britain. It was 40 years before I returned and
shortly after that visit came the news that the
railway was likely to have to close. The last
trains were to be the Santa specials which
uniquely ran on Boxing Day 2008. With a good
forecast, it seemed worth the trip and so it was.
Fortunately, it did not prove to be the end of

the line for the SKLR and after a short period,
the train service resumed.
Irish railways hold a unique attraction and

although I still hold out hope of seeing steam
on the Tralee & Dingle or better still the
County Donegal one day, there has at least
been the unprecedented revival of a small piece
of theWest Clare Railway. The 0-6-2T only
hauls one coach and passengers appear to be
in short supply, but it was one of life’s more

unusual experiences to be travelling on the
footplate on one of Ireland’s long-lost classic
narrow gauge railways.
In the first issue ofHeritage Railway, we

reported on then Deputy PrimeMinister John
Prescott’s commendable decision to allow the
original Welsh Highland Railway to be rebuilt
in its entirety by sister line the Ffestiniog.
In between photographing Sutherland on

its Royal Train duties in June 2002, there was
time for my first visit to theWelsh Highland
Railway where the South African Garratts were
by then already working between Caernarfon
andWaunfawr, with track-laying progressing
through the more scenic area to the south.
On further visits I was able to photograph the
pioneer Beyer-Garratt K1 on a photo charter
goods train which ran as far as Rhyd Ddu and
take a look at the building works in progress.
Perhaps more interesting was seeing the parts

of the route where work had yet to commemce
and marvel at the optimism of those who
were planning to reinstate the railway in
places where it then appeared impossible. The
Aberglaslyn pass section was clearly going to
be impressive when it opened, but how was
the line ever going to get through the streets
of Porthmadog?
I was subsequently able not only to see

the work continuing to progress, but also to
witness several first trains on certain sections
of the route, including in 2009 the first
passenger train through Aberglaslyn since
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LNERA4PacificsNos. 60007SirNigelGresley,60009Union
ofSouthAfricaand60019Bittern in steamatGrosmont
shedon theNorthYorkshireMoorsRailway inMarch2009.

1936, followed in due course by the first public
passenger train through the pass and the first
timetabled passenger train into Porthmadog in
January 2011.

A4Pacifics
The railway preservation world thrives
on rumour and the job of the press is to
distinguish rumour from fact. I heard a
rumour that the Brighton ‘Terrier’ 0-6-0T
No. 54Waddon was going to be repatriated
from Canada. However, further enquiries
rather surprisingly revealed that it was not, but
someone somewhere let it slip that although
the ‘Terrier’ was not coming home, two A4
Pacifics were. I was disappointed asWaddon
is the only preserved British main line steam
locomotive I have never seen.
The story of the temporary repatriation of the

two A4 Pacifics from North America became
a long-running saga and filled many magazine
pages from when the news first broke until
they departed from these shores a couple of
years later.
The period when the NYMR was awash with

LNER engines was one of the highlights of the
past 16 years. While the A4s were the stars in
most people’s eyes, for many it is the memories
of an apple green V2 No. 4771 Green Arrow
hauling teak stock across the moors which are
far more poignant. It was known that the V2
was on its last legs and when it failed before the
end of its programme and we became aware
that this had ended its career, probably forever,
it dawned on us how lucky we were to have
seen such a fitting finale for such a fine engine.

NorthNorfolk
In the 1950s, trains on the one-timeMidland &
Great Northern Joint Railway were visible from
our front room, although I have only vague
memories of seeing them. Nevertheless, the old
M&GN system holds a particular fascination
and the preserved part of the system, the North
Norfolk Railway, is a particular favourite.
In many ways, the reinstatement of the level
crossing at Sheringham and the connecting of
the NNR with the Network Rail system should
have been one of the easiest projects in railway
preservation. For many years the problems

were more political than practical or financial.
Having played a minor part in laying and

maintaining track on the Nene Valley Railway
for many years, I am always interested in
watching the progress of track-laying on other
railways and paid visits to Sheringham on an
almost weekly basis in early 2010 to see one
of the shortest but most significant missing
links in preservation being constructed by a
substantial gang of contractors and volunteers.
The atmosphere at Sheringham whenOliver

Cromwell steamed across the road into the
NNR station onMarch 11, 2010 with ‘The
Broadsman’ from King’s Cross, witnessed
by an estimated 8000 people, was something
special. It was the first train to cross the road
since 1969 and although I don’t remember it, I
did travel across the road by train in the early
1950s en route to a holiday in Cromer.

Legendary performances
Although I have travelled on many main line
routes behind many classic preserved steam
engines, I have not been fortunate enough
to have experienced the peaks of locomotive

Right: BRStandardBritanniaPacificNo. 70013Oliver

Cromwellbringsup the rearofRTC’s ‘Broadsman’

returning toKing’s Crossover the reinstated

connectionbetween theNorthNorfolkRailwayand

NetworkRail onMarch11, 2010.

Above:Work isprogressingwell on reinstating the

missing linkand level crossingat Sheringham in

February2010.
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“Of all the engine’s adventures

in this latest phase of its

career, perhaps the run over

theWaverley route has been

the highlight so far andmade

a good news story as it nearly

didn’t happen. “

performance in recent years. One that stands
out was No. 6233 beating the performance
record set by LMS No. 6234 Duchess of
Abercorn on Shap in 1939.
I did see the same engine descend Stoke

bank one evening in 2005 dead on time on
what appeared to be an impossible schedule
for Darlington to King’s Cross with steam.
It was still on time at Huntingdon, making
good progress on the fast line as darkness fell
and succeeded in running the 76 miles from
Peterborough to King’s Cross in the scheduled
time of 68 minutes.
Another storming performance was

produced by Tyseley’s Castle No. 5043 Earl
of Mount Edgcumbe on ‘The Bristolian’ of
April 17, 2010, which made a memorable
sight on the bank out of Bristol in the evening
sunshine and went on to reach Paddington
nonstop in 1hr 50mins, almost matching the
nonstop schedule from the 1950s. These were
three trains I would certainly have enjoyed
travelling on. Such performances are a tribute
to the people who restore and maintain
these engines to such high standards and
the enginemen who get such performances
out of now very-elderly steam engines
in circumstances so different to the days
of steam.
I did take the opportunity to sample

90mph A4 haulage on the ECML; on the
third such run between York and King’s Cross
by No. 4464 Bittern, running as No. 4492
Dominion of New Zealand in November 2013.
The highlights of the journey were not the
90mph plus sections but running through
Retford at 75mph and thinking how slow it
seemed, and passing Peterborough nonstop,
again at only 75mph, but a novel experience in
view of the fact that even A4s were restricted

to 20mph through Peterborough North
station as I remembered it from steam days.

Steamon theMet
Steam preservation has often succeeded in
achieving the apparently impossible. What
could be more impossible than running a train
of Victorian wooden coaches through the
tunnels of the London Underground headed by
a 19th century 0-4-4T? Yet in 2014 it actually
happened. Photographing it in the tunnels
was difficult of course because once a service
train departs, the next one arrives in a matter
of seconds and the steam train needs to pass
during those few seconds. Nevertheless, it was
a rewarding spectacle to experience from Circle
and District Line platforms I have been very
familiar with over the years.

Flying Scotsman
Even during its 10 years of inactivity, Flying
Scotsman was rarely out of the news for long.
Shortly after its purchase by the National
Railway Museum, I had the privilege of
interviewing Alan Pegler who had bought it
from BR in 1963. During the long-running
overhaul there were occasional press calls at
either the NRM at York or later at Riley’s in
Bury to see the progress. Towards the end of
the process, a copy of a contract was made
public which contained the footnote “and
paint the locomotive in BR green.” This was
probably the best news I’d read in 16 years of
railway journalism.
Not only was Flying Scotsman getting close

to a return to the main line, but it would be
in authentic condition as No. 60103. I saw it
chuffing up and down the East Lancashire
Railway in January 2016 and on its main line
test run while in black livery and duly joined

the crowds at the lineside for the King’s Cross
to York run on February 25. I made a complete
mess of photographing it; the light is wrong
just about everywhere between King’s Cross
and Doncaster for northbound ECML trains.
However, it was a sight I had never expected

to see. This was an A3 as I remembered
them from the early 1960s, not the apple
green apparition I had first witnessed back
in 1963 but never really got used to. And it
was running on the line it was built for. The
engine’s popularity was a mixed blessing of
course, but fortunately the excesses of the
general public’s behaviour have now subsided.
Of all the engine’s adventures in this latest

phase of its career, perhaps the run over the
Waverley route has been the highlight so far
and made a good news story as it nearly didn’t
happen. I was heading for the Royal Border
Bridge at Berwick-upon-Tweed, oblivious
to the fact that the train had been cancelled
because of last-minute gauging issues and only
reinstated after intervention at the highest level
of Network Rail.
However, I have now handed over the

role of assistant editor to Gareth Evans.
The developments in the heritage railway
sector over the past 16 years have been quite
amazing and all the indications are that
the next few years will see a similar rate of
progress. There is never a shortage of news to
report on. All this has been achieved by the
devoted band of workers, many on a voluntary
basis, who restore the engines and stock,
operate the trains and build not only new
railways but even brand-new engines.
The railway press hopefully plays its part

in recognising these fantastic achievements
and publicising what the heritage railway
movement has to offer.

Left: LNERA4Pacific

No. 4464Bittern

runningasNo. 4492

DominionofNew

Zealand speeds

throughSandy

at88mphon

June29, 2013.

Right:Metropolitan

Railway0-4-4T

No. 1approaches

VineStreeton the

District Linewith

MetropolitanRailway

stock fromthe

Bluebell Railway, on

August 2, 2014.

Left: In authentic conditionas rememberedbymany

of today’s enthusiasts, LNERA3PacificNo. 60103

FlyingScotsmanheadsSteamDreams’ ‘Cathedrals

Express’ pastBorthwickon the recently-reinstated

Waverley routebetweenEdinburghandTweedbank

onMay15, 2016.
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BR7PPacificNo. 7000Britanniaheads towards

FoleyParkTunnelwitha loaded test trainon

theSevernValleyRailwayonWednesday,

September12. The locomotivewasbooked for

the line’s September20-23autumnsteamgala.

JOHN TITLOW



Flying Scotsman’s
‘first’ to Penzance
ByCedric Johns

SUCHhasbeen the interest shownby

WestCountryenthusiastsanticipating

thevisitofA34-6-2FlyingScotsman to

DevonandCornwall that theheadline

trip– fromPlymouthtoPenzance–

departingat9amonSaturday,October6,

soldoutseveralweeksago.

This trip, theA3’s firstappearance

inCornwall,hasdouble theappeal

as thetrainwillbeworked in

harnesswithThompsonB14-6-0

No.61306Mayflower.

Toprovidethepublicwithextra

opportunities toshare theexperience

ofnorth-easternsteamwestof

Plymouth,SteamDreamshasarranged

anadditionalearlyevening(5pm)

departure fromNorthRoadtoPar

followingthetrip toPenzance.

Inboth instances, returningtrains

willbedieselhauled,with thetwo

locomotivesattachedtotherear.

Asprogrammed, threedaysof

intensiveactivitybeginsonThursday,

October4whenFlyingScotsmanmakes

anearly-morningdeparture from

Southall andrunsviaSonning,Reading

andReadingWest to its firstpassenger

pickupandwateringpoint, atTheale

(8.30am).

Newbury is thetrain’snextstop,which

thenproceedsdowntheBerks&Hants

LinetoTaunton.Passengers travelling

onthis legwillbe returnedbydiesel

power,while theemptystock from

ThealewillbereturnedtoTaunton,where

thetrain,nowwiththeA3andB1at its

head, is readied for its4.30pmdeparture

toPlymouthviaExeterandtheSouth

Devonbanks.OnarrivalatNorthRoad,

passengers travelback toTauntonwith

dieselhaulage. OntheSaturday, the

twolocomotivesworkthetrain from

PlymouthtoPenzanceand later,Par.

Followinga24-hourbreak,Flying

ScotsmanandMayflowerarepreppedfor

thesecondphaseof theweekend,which

sees thetwolocomotivesheadingthe

train fromPlymouth (9am)toExeter.

Later thatday, (3.30pm)theA3andB1

workthe final leg fromExeterStDavid’s

toBristolTempleMeads.

Asbefore,passengers travellingon

thesetrainswillbe returnedtotheir

startingstationsbydieselhaulage.

Havingbroughtnorth-easternsteam

totheWestCountry, the4-6-2and

4-6-0departBristol travelling lightback

toSouthall.

SteamDreams’founderMarcus

Robertsonsaidhewasdelightedto

begivingenthusiasts inDevonthe

opportunity toenjoyFlyingScotsman

firsthand.

“We’vehad lotsofexperience in the last

twoyearsof runningspecialScotsman

trips,”hesaid.“For thisventurewehave

teamedupwiththeNationalRailway

MuseumandtheA3’scustodianRiley

Engineeringtotakethe locomotivetoas

manypeopleas ispossible.

“Our trip toPenzancehasbeen

deliberately timedforaSaturdaytoopen

theexperiencetochildrenandadults

alike, includingthosewhocouldnot

otherwisebeable toget thereduring

theweek.”

SteamDreams’newownerDavid

Bucksaid:“Wearebringing‘Scotsman’

toCornwall for the first timeever.

It isaprivilegetobepartof this

historicoccasion.

“WeareworkingwiththeBritish

TransportPoliceandstationstaff to

ensure thatwhilewereallywantpeople

toseethe locomotive,wewant themto

dososafelyand lawfully.”

AccordingtothecurrentSteam

Dreams’programme,Mayflower’snext

outingwillbeatrip toOxfordand

WorcesteronSaturday,October27.

This takes theB1totheBluebell

Railway,where it isbookedtoworka

‘CathedralsExpress’outofSheffield

Park, callingatEastGrinstead,before

headingoffcrosscountryviaGuildford,

WokinghamandReading.At thetimeof

writing,a fewseats remainedavailable for

thosewishingto join thetrain.

Eleventh hour
Mayflower – and
2020 vision
WILLMayflowermake it?Thatwas the

questionasked inearly September

when theB1’s lengthyoverhaulwas

reaching itspenultimate stageatWest

CoastRailways’Carnforthworks.

The4-6-0 isbookedto joinFlying

Scotsman forSteamDreams’double-

header fromTauntontoPlymouthon

October4,andwasnotquite ready for its

main lineprovingrunsonSeptember6.

Havingbeensteamed, theThompson

5Pwassubject tomakingshort runs

insideCarnforth’syardandthe inevitable

adjustments requiredto finetune

theengine.

Whenready, the4-6-0 isdowntobe

painted,but itappears,understandably,

provingrunsaroundtheWestCoast

circuitwouldbegivenprioritybefore the

LNER’sapplegreen livery isapplied.

Unless theunforeseenhappens, the

B1maymakean11th-hour lightengine

dashdownsouth fromCarnforthto

WestSomersetmetals tomeet its

commitmentswithFlyingScotsman.

TheB1’sowner,DavidBuck, said:

“Mayflower’sappearanceonthese (West

Country) tours isnocoincidenceasplans

arealready inhandformyengine–which

hasneverbeentoPlymouth–tobepart

of the2020400thanniversarycelebration

of thesailingof theship fromPlymouth,

Devon, toPlymouth,Massachusetts.

“Fulldetails areyet tobeconfirmed,

butwehopeto takeMayflower

toallpartsof theUKthathavean

associationwith theearly colonisationof

NorthAmerica.

“Theplan is toculminate this tour

witha trip toPlymouthcoincidingwith

theMayflowercelebrations thatwill

commemorate the400thanniversary.”

REACTINGtoanurgent telephonecall

forassistance, SwanageRailway-based

71ALocomotiveGroup’sClass33D6515

ran lightengine fromWarehamto

Weymouth to replacea failedWestCoast

Class47onpassengerdutyonThursday,

August23.

The incidentarosewhenWestCoast

Class47dieselNo.47580wasdeclareda

failureprior toworking the return legof

RailwayTouringCompany’s‘DorsetCoast

Express’back toLondon.Earlier thatday

theClass47hadtailed theDowntrain,

whichwas in thecapablehandsofA4

No.60009UnionofSouthAfrica.

According to theSwanageRailway’s

locomotive, carriageandwagon

superintendent JamesCox, itwas

thought the47’sproblem,anelectrical

fault, couldbe resolvedonthespot,but

thisprovednot tobe thecasehence the

call for themain line-ticketed33.

Booked todepartWeymouthat

4.05pm, the‘Express’was seriously

delayedto thepointmanypassengers

opted to takeadvantageofSouth

WesternRailway’sofferof seats in its third

Class 33 in ‘Thunderbird’ action A4Pacific

No. 60009

Unionof

SouthAfrica

powers

away from

Southampton

on July28.

JAMES

CORBEN

rail service trainsheading for thecapital.

D6515arrived,was coupledon, and

departingat7.36pm, towed the‘Express’

,

plus theA4, actingasbanker, outof

Weymouthon the1-in52/50climbup

throughBincombeTunnel and later, the

1-in60Parkestonebank.

‘Crompton’on SWML
AfterpassingBournemouth, the

Class33wasgiven itshead,making for

Southampton,whereonarrival, theA4

andsupport coachwereuncoupled,

leaving the trainandD6515 free to

carryon toLondonviaWinchester,

BasingstokeandWoking.

By rerouting the‘Express’direct –

insteadof thenormalpracticeofbeing

steamhauled fromSouthamptonon the

back roadvia theLaverstock loopand

Andover–peopleon the line sideswere

treated toa rareexperienceof seeing

aClass33 speedingpassengersup the

SouthWesternMainLine.

Havingenjoyed theassistanceof

control andagood run, the‘Express’

arrivedatClapham,where it terminated

at11.05pm, just anhour late after

departingWeymouthmore than three

hoursdown.

Whenclearofpassengers, the

‘Crompton’worked theempty stock to

Southall,where thediesel remained

until the followingTuesday.

On its return,D6515departedSouthall

withClass37No. 37668 in towand ran

directly toWeymouth.Havingdelivered

the37, the33 returned toSwanagevia

Wareham jobdone, leaving the37 to

haul the failedClass 47No. 47580back

towest London.

JamesCox, the71AGroup’s

engineeringdirector, saidhehad

accompanied‘his’33on its travels acting

as‘riding fitter’forWestCoastRailways.

A4 servicing
Havingparted fromthe‘Express’at

Southampton, theA4andsupport

coachheadedoff in theopposite

direction, taking the train’s original route

toLondonvia theLaverstokeLoopand

Andover, rejoining theSouthWestMain

LineatBasingstoke.

Onarrival at Southall, theA4wasgiven

24hours‘rest’beforebeingprepped

for its next turn, theRailwayTouring

Company’s‘CotswoldVenturer’, booked

todepart Paddington forWorcesteron

Saturday,August 25.

“We are working with
the British Transport
Police and station staff
to ensure that while
we really want people
to see the locomotive,
we want them to do so
safely and lawfully.”

56 Heritagerailway.co.uk Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway

MAIN LINE NEWS



INAprimeexampleofold-timerailway

working,promptactionontheground

bythoseresponsiblesavedpassengers

ontheRailwayTouringCompany’s

‘RoyalDuchy’amuch-delayed journey

homefromPar toBristol,onSunday,

September2.

RunningbehindBulleid4-6-2

No.34052LordDowding (34046

Braunton) fromBristolTempleMeads

toPlymouthandParviaTauntonand

Exeter, thetrainmade its finaldestination

ontime.

Afterdroppingthepassengers, the

4-6-2proceededtoStBlazey for turning

andservicing.However, forwhatever

reason, theexpectedfreshsupplyofcoal

wasnotavailable, causingasituation

whichposedanoperationalproblem.

Withoutatender top-up, theengine

wouldnotbeable toworkthetrain

backtoBristolbecauseofa lackof

sufficient fuel.

‘Tractor’ to the rescue
Thinkingontheir collective feet, those

responsible for thetrainquicklydecided

alternativemotivepowerwasrequiredto

savethesituation.

Followinganexchangeof telephone

calls, aplanwasput intoactionwhich

sawLordDowdingworkthetrainback

fromPar toPlymouthNorthRoad.

Uncoupled, the4-6-2 ran light toLaira

forcoalingandwasreplacedbyaWest

CoastRailwaysClass37diesel,which

reachedNorthRoadfromTauntonto

headthe‘RoyalDuchy’back toBristol.

Notonlywerepassengersunawareof

thepossibilities theirdayoutmighthave

beenspoiledbya latearrivalhome, the

37didthemproud,arrivingatTemple

Meads20minutesearly.

LordDowdingwasstabled insideLaira

over theweekend,beforebeingmoved

toTauntonandWestSomersetRailway’s

metals,where itunderwentawashout

prior torunning inthe latter’sgala.

Bulleid4-6-2No. 34052LordDowding (34046Braunton) heads throughTeignmouthonMonday, September3, hauling its

support coachen route fromLaira toTaunton. It had ranoutof coal on thepreviousday’s ‘RoyalDuchy.’ STEPHENGINN

Prompt action saves the ‘Duchy’

Britanniamain

line test run

aftergala visit

LOCOMOTIVEServicesBR7P

4-6-2No. 70000Britannia is set to

return to themain line following

its appearanceat theSevernValley

Railway’s September20-23autumn

steamgala.

Itwill use its visit to thegala

(News, page40) to check that the

vibrationproblemwhichhas kept

theengineoff themain line for two

yearshasbeen resolved, and it can

take itsplace in the railway’s endof

Septembergala.

In earlyOctober, itwill return to

Creweunder its ownsteam,using

themovementasa test run, after

which, itwill hopefullybe ready for

main linework.

No. 46100RoyalScot– in action

onSaturday, September8,working

SaphosTrains’‘WilliamShakespeare’

fromCrewe toStratford-upon-Avon,

– is alsoappearing in thegala, the

enginegoingunder its ownsteam

toKidderminster.

On returning toCrewe, the4-6-0 is

tobe stopped fornewtyres.

‘BlackFive’4-6-0No. 45231

TheSherwoodForester remains

at Southall,where its annual

overhaul continues todragon. It is

understood thereare still plentyof

‘nags’tobedealtwith, theengine

remaining stopped for repairs.

Itwillmiss itsbooked trip

withPathfinder’s Birmingham

toCarmarthen‘Sugar Loaf

Mountaineer’onSunday, September

23.At the timeofwriting, no

replacementenginehadbeen

posted for this train,whichhad

alreadybeenpostponedonce.

BR7PPacificNo. 7000Britanniaheads toBewdleyona test runon theSevern

ValleyRailwayonSeptember5.KENNY FELSTEAD

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. Heritagerailway.co.uk 57

SUBSCRIBE TODAY! £20
SEE

P20 FOR
DETAILS

FROM
ONLY



UKRailtoursmarksClan
Line’s 70thwith special train
ByCedric Johns

UKRAILTOURS (UKRT)has a long

associationwith theMerchantNavy

LocomotivePreservationSociety, owner

ofwhatmanyenthusiasts consider tobe

theSouthern’s flagship,MerchantNavy

PacificNo. 35028ClanLine.

Such is the regardheldby the

Welwyn-based tourpromoter for this

particular engine it hasbeenbooked to

heada special Christmas trainmarking

the4-6-2’s 70thyear inDecember.

Announcing this event, aUKRT

spokespersonsaid:“OnDecember20we

sayabig thankyou toClanLineand the

hardworkingmembersof theMerchant

NavyLocomotivePreservationSociety

forgivingusmanyyearsofpleasure.

“Appropriately,we traveldown the

SouthWestMainLineand theExeter

road toSherborne tocelebrateavery

traditional carol service in the town’s

ancient abbey.

“Whowouldhavebelievedwhen

the4-6-2began itsmain line career in

December1948 that sevendecades

later itwouldbecomea leader in

the thenunknownworldof railway

preservation, todaya regular locomotive

hauling theprestigious‘Belmond

BritishPullman’.That is not forgetting

UKRT’s‘Southern trainof theYear,’the

‘BournemouthBelle’re-run.”

Joint metals
Prior to that,ClanLine is down towork

UKRT’s‘Chilterns&Downs’luncheon

trainonSaturday,November24.

Departing Paddington at a civilised

11.20am, the 4-6-2 takes the former

GreatWestern joint line through

Greenford andRuislip, heading

on for HighWycombe andPrinces

Risborough to awater stop atOxford.

Returning via Reading, the train runs

onto former Southernmetals, passing

WokinghamandGuildford for its

secondwater stop at Shalford. From

there,ClanLine follows the‘SurreyHills’

route heading forVictoria bywayof

Redhill andCroydon.

OnSaturday,November10, theeve

ofRemembranceDay,UKRT’s‘Victory

Javelin’departs fromStPancras to

commemorate the final yearof the

FirstWorldWar.Althoughnot steam

hauled, the train is considered tobe

thehighlightof thepromoter’s railtour

season.Therehavebeen four trips

since the first, onNovember15, 2014,

and this latest run, like thosebefore it,

will raise funds for theBritish Legion’s

PoppyAppeal.

The tripsuseoneof Southeastern’s

Class 39512-car trains,witheachhaving

carried special livery adornments,

includinga largepoppyandan

illustratedVictoryCross for 12months.

Legion tour
TheNovember10 trip is the final train

in the series,marking theyear 1918,

andwill beaccompaniedbya turn-out

of representativesof theBritish Legion,

whowill be‘onparade’completewith

medals, regalia andbanners.

During its tour, startingwitha fast

runalongHighSpeed1 toAshford

International, the‘Victory Javelin’will

visitHove,Chichester, Portsmouthand

Southampton, amongotherplaces,

returningviaPulborough,ThreeBridges,

Redhill andAshford.

This is a standardclass-only trip,with

ticketspriced£39.50, plus anoptional £2

British Legiondonation. Refreshments

will beavailableonboard.

SAPHOSTrainshasbeenputtingD213Andania togooduse–with

further tours to followinthecomingweeks.As reported inour last

issue, theClass40recently returnedtothemain line.

OnAugust27, the locomotiveoperatedthe‘CumbrianMountain

Whistler’,whichranfromCrewetoCarlisleandreturnvia theSettleand

Carlisle line.

Itwillhaul the‘YorkshireCoastMerrymaker’toScarboroughon

Saturday,October6.StartingatCrewe,afterpickingupatWarrington

BankQuay, itwillheadtoScarboroughviaMilesPlattingbankandthe

seven-mileclimbtoDiggle,with its1-in-135gradientandthe

three-mile tunnelat thesummit.Thetourwill returnviaHebden

Bridge,BurnleyandWigan.

TheEnglishElectricwillheadalongtheNorthWalesmain lineon

Saturday,October13,when ithauls‘TheNorthWalesCoastForty’

fromCrewetoHolyhead.Thetour includesanoutandbackrunon

theConwyValleybranch, returningaftera20-minuteturnaround

atBlaenauFfestiniog.Thetrain thencrosses theMenai toAnglesey,

where itcontinues toHolyhead.

Andania heads for the
English &Welsh hills

Class 40D213Andaniaworked the ‘CumbrianMountainWhistler’ onAugust 27. The train is

picturedonLundsViaducton theSettle toCarlisle line, carrying theheadboardTrevorDean

1950-2011. The locomotiveundoubtedly looks thepart at theheadofa rakeof carmine&cream

carriages.CHRIS GEE

THEScottishRailwayPreservation

Society’s secondventure into

runningtrains fromLinlithgowto

Tweedbankonthe fourSundays in

Augustprovedtobepopularwiththe

public, accordingtotrainmanager

JimPaterson.

Asheanticipated, loadingswere

good–threetrainscarriedmorethan

300passengers, the fourthand last

departure requiringanextracoach

tocopewithmorethan400people

wishingtotravelover theBorders

routetoGalashielsandTweedbank.

Operatedasplanned, the

programmehitoneproblem: thetrip

onSunday,August19wasdelayed

2½hourswhenNetworkRail’snewly

laidpointworkconnecting Linlithgow

tothemain lineatMenuel Junction

failedtowork.

That incidentapart, themonth’s

operationswerecompleted

successfully, suggestingthesociety

maywell repeat the itineraryagain for

thethirdconsecutive time in2019.

Locomotive line-up
Motivepowerwasprovided

by IanRiley’s two‘BlackFive’

4-6-0s,No. 44871working the

first three trains, andNo. 45407

runningasNo. 45157, heading the

finaldeparture.

Therewillbemoresteamnext

monthwhenA14-6-2No.60163

Tornado, subject to itpassing itsmain

linetests followingrepairscarried

outatWansfordontheNeneValley

Railway,makesanappearanceto

worktwoof thesociety’s regular

‘ForthCircle’trips,onSaturday,

October13.

Amorningtraindeparts

Linlinthgowfor its runaroundthe

well-travelledcircuit, thenreturns to

its startingpoint,beforeanafternoon

train leaves Inverkeithingtocomplete

asimilar itinerary.

Followingthesetrips, theA1will

bestabledontheBo’ness&Kinneil

RailwayuntilNovember3,during

whichtime it ispossible theengine

willbe insteamandrun locally.

OnNovember3, theA1 isbookedto

headasociety railtour toYorkvia the

SettleandCarlisle line.Thereturn leg

willbedieselhauleddowntheEast

CoastMainLine.

No Lincoln Christmas trip
Over theweekendofNovember

3-5, theBo’ness linewill be staging

a three-day steamgala featuring

Caledonian tankNo. 419 (News,page

24) alongwithvisitingCaledonian

0-6-0No. 828.The society is hopeful

D49Morayshirewill alsobeback in

traffic.

TheSRPS’usualdieselhauled

pre-ChristmasDecember trip to

Lincolnwillnot runthisyear.
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WestCoastRailways-operated JubileeNo. 45699GalateapassesAisGill on theSettle&Carlisle lineonSeptember4with ‘TheDalesman’. The4-6-0’s trainhadoperated

betweenChester andCarlisle,with steam in chargebetweenHellifield, Settle, Carlisle and return.BRIAN SHARPE

Two Kings in waiting
DIDCOT’SblueGreatWestern4-6-0

No. 6023KingEdward II is dueback from

theDartmouthSteamRailway ina few

weeks’time, and has, byall accounts,

performedwell this summer.

TheKing’s visit toDevonwas its

thirdouting followingappearances

on theSevernValleyRailwayand the

GloucestershireWarwickshireRailway.

Didcot’smain concern inagreeing

tohireout the4-6-0was to test the

efficiencyof theKing’s revisedblast

pipearrangements.

Reports sayevenwhenpulling10

coachesongradients, sounds coming

fromthe single chimneyare sharp

andclear.

Anxious to see their engineouton

themain line, thepeople involvedat

Didcot, ledbyRichardPreston, are faced

with theproblemofgauging tomeet

NetworkRail’s specifications.

As iswell known, theKinghashad its

chimney, safety valve cover andcab roof

reduced inheight, but themainworry

concerns thewidthof the twooutside

cylinderblocks.

TheKing is awideengineand this

adds to theworryof the swingof the

frontendwhen travellingat speedover

pointworkwithinplatform lengths. If

substantial, it could result in the4-6-0

makingcontactwithplatformedging.

However, it seems that’s all for the

future.With twoyears left on its ticket,

the latest viewsare theenginemight

well be considered for furtherhiringout

tootherheritage lineswhiledecisions

are takenabout theengine’sultimate

future regardingmain lineornot. If it is

decided tocastnew,narrowedoutside

cylinders, the cost factorwill playa

major role in thedecisionmaking.

Meanwhile, at various locations

around thecountry, steadyprogress is

beingmadewith theheavyoverhaulof

sister engineNo. 6024KingEdward I

atMinehead, reports thegreenKing’s

spokesman,DaveFuszard.

He said:“All fourpistonvalves arenow

inplaceandwill be connectedwhen

valve timing is checked, all crossheads

are fittedafterwhitemetalling,workhas

started fitting the fournewpistonsand

rings, vacuumbrakepipework isnow

being fitted, and thiswill be followedby

theair brakepipework.

“Workon theboiler at Riley

Engineering inHeywood, Lancashire

continuesat a satisfactorypace,witha

copper fireboxbackplate fireholebeing

formed to thenewthree-and-a-quarter

inch steelbackheadplate,whichhas

beenalready fitted.

“The tender isprogressingwell at

Highbridge,with theair brake system

completedandpressure tested.Theaxle

boxesare tobe fitted shortly and the

wheels, springs andsoon, refitted.

“Nowready, the tankwill be fittedafter

theelectronics are completed.

“The locomotive's BSK support

coach isundergoingacomprehensive

overhaul at Eastleigh.”

All this raises the thought–whichKing

will bemain line certified the soonest?

ABERDEEN’SFerryhillRailway

HeritageTrust'soriginal70ft

CaledonianRailwayturntablehas

beenrefurbishedandreinstalled.

TheFerryhill turntable isvital to

thetrust’splans toattract steam-

hauledrailtours to theGraniteCity.

Currently, rail tourpromotersare

able to includeAberdeen intour

itineraries,butcannotusethecity

asadestinationbecauseofa lackof

turningfacilities.

The installationof theRansomes

&Rapier turntable,built in Ipswich

in1905,andassociated locomotive

servicingpointswill changeall that.

Positive impact
Trust spokesmanGordonSimpson

said:“It is somethingwehavebeen

working towards for years.

“I think it couldbethestartofa

brightnewfutureandonewhichhas

asignificant impactonthewholeof

theNorthEast.

“Whenonethinksofall thecruise

ships thataregoingtobearriving in

thenewAberdeenharbour, itmakes

sensetohavenewtouristattractions

– likeourplans tocreateaworking

heritagerailwaycentre, complete

withmuseumatFerryhill.

“Theturntable isbackwhere

it shouldbe,andalthoughwe

arecurrently lockedfromthe

nearbyrunning lines,weexpect

thesituationtochange inthe

near future.”

Theturntablehasyet to

pass its loadingtestandareas

of thesurroundingtrack

requireupgrading.

Nevertheless, theproject,which

has thebackingofNetworkRail,

isexpectedtobeupandrunning

nextyear.

Support
CounRossGrant,AberdeenCity

Council’s transport spokesman,

said:“Theprospectof steam

engines returningonceagainon

theFerryhill line is veryexciting.”

Theplanhasalsobeenwelcomed

bybusinessgroupsandpoliticians,

includingRussellBorthwick,

chiefexecutiveofAberdeenand

GrampianChamberofCommerce.

Hesaid:“Therecentlyunveiled

tourismstrategy for theregion

highlights the importanceof

year-roundvisitorattractions that

makethemostofourstunning

landscapeanduniqueheritage.”

ANetworkRail spokesmanadded:

“Wearesupportiveof theplans to

rejoin theturntableatFerryhill to

NetworkRail infrastructureandfor it

tobeusedbysteamtrains.

“Steamchartersarean important

partofourheritageandtheyprovide

significantcontributiontotourism.”

Steamset to turnatAberdeen
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The heritage sector’s first
productionHST set onway?
ByRobinJones

LOCOMOTIVEServiceshas indicated

its intention toacquirea full production

InterCity125HighSpeedTrain set foruse

onrailtours.

TheHSTsarewidelyconsidered to

beoneof, if not themost, successful

train types inBritishRail history,having

operated formore than40years.

LocomotiveServices is alsobidding for

twoClass90electric locomotives.

Astatement fromthecompany

said:“LocomotiveServicesLimitedare

pleased toannounce thatwehave

recentlyentered intoanagreement that

will seeouroperational fleetexpand

from2019.

“The inclusionofaHighSpeedTrain,

Mk.3coachingstockandClass90

locomotives inour fleetwill enable the

continuedexpansionofouroperation,

whileprotectingourheritageassets

fromexcessiveuse.Wewill beproviding

furtherdetails induecourse.”

Durability
Aheritage future foroneormoreHSTs

hasbeenamatterof speculation for

a long time. Enthusiastshavebeen

mindful of the fateof the iconicBlue

Pullmansets,withdrawnenmasse

inMay1973with the imminent

introductionof the InterCity125.

The last BluePullmanwas scrapped in

themid-Seventies, despite a reported

effort topreserve10cars in1975,

leavingamassivehole in theheritage

modern traction fleet.

TheHSTswerebuiltbyBritishRail

EngineeringLimited from1975-82.At

present, InterCity125s remain in service

withCrossCountry, EastMidlandsTrains,

GreatWesternRailway, LondonNorth

EasternRailway,AbellioScotRail and

NetworkRail.

Most setsoperatingwithGWRand

LNERwill be replacedbyClass800and

801sbyDecember2019, freeing them

upforprivatebuyers

Theclass isnotonly famous for its

durability,but for its speed records.On

June12,1973 thePrototypeHSTset

travelledata speedof143.2mpharound

Northallerton, settingaworldspeed

record fordiesel traction.

The typehasalreadymade itsmark

in theheritagesector. In2011, the125

Group,under theProjectMillerbanner,

becamecustodiansofprototypepower

carNo.41001ona longterm-loan

fromtheNationalRailwayMuseum,

with theviewof returning it to

operational condition.

InSeptember2013,No.41001moved

toGreatCentralRailway (Nottingham)

for thecompletionof its restorationand

commissioning intoservice .

Blue & grey?
OnSaturday,November15,No. 41001

operated its first passenger-carrying

train inpreservation,‘TheScreaming

Valenta’.OperatedbyEastMidlands

Trains, it sawashortenedEMTHST

set running toRuddington,where

No. 41001wasplacedon theother end

of the set for a rundowntheGCR(N).

ALocomotiveServicesHSTmight

wellbe returned to itsoriginalBRblue

andgrey livery if it follows theexample

ofotherdiesels in theJeremyHosking

empire,whichhavebeen returned to

BR liveries.

Duke: new
plugs for old!
THEcustodiansofNo.71000Dukeof

Gloucesterareofferingthepublic the

chancetosponsoranewwash-outplug,

havingsoldallof its time-expiredonesto

enthusiastskeentocollectapartsouvenir

fromBR’ssoleexampleofathreecylinder

4-6-2expresspassengerengine.

Pricedat£50each,everysponsorof

thebrandnewplugswillbesupplied

withadiagramindicatingwhere itwillbe

fittedandpositioned inside theDuke’s

boiler.Of the50plugsavailable,20had

alreadybeentakenupasweclosedfor

press.

Theappeal for funds for theDuke’s

supportcoach–which isbeingrebuilt

in three internal sections–hasbeen

boostedwith10one-footsectionsof the

coachhavingbeenbought.

Support coach& copper appeal
Asreportedpreviously, thetrust isselling

one-footsectionsofthe65ftMk.2coach

at£500each,whichcaneitherbepaid in

fullorby10monthlypaymentsof£50.

Namesofthosebuyingsectionsof the

coachwillhavetheirnamesincluded

onaspecialscrollmountedinsidethe

coach.Themoneywillbeusedonitems

suchasanewlyfittedcopperfirebox

backplate,whichwillcost£10,000forthe

copperalone.

TheDuke’sdisplaystandatTyseley’s

50thanniversaryweekendgalaon

September29/30will includeaworking

demonstrationcamboxtoshowvisitors

howitperformswheninsteam.

MembersoftheBRClass8Steam

LocomotiveTrustareabletobuyaseaton

theDuke’s first test runfor just£10.

Formembershipdetailsandmore

information,visitwww.theduke.uk.com

ByCedric Johns

THERailwayTouringCompany slips into

autumnonSunday,October7witha

trip toMatlock–havingwrappedup

its summerprogrammewith trains to

PlymouthandParonSeptember2and

SwanageonSeptember13.

‘ThePeakForester’starts fromNorwich

with‘BlackFive’No. 45305at its head,

andcalls atWymondham,Attleborough,

Thetford, BrandonandPeterborough.

The4-6-0 then joins theEastCoastMain

Line toGranthamandLincolnshire and

theTrentValley.

Onarrival atMatlock, passengers

have theoptionof travellingon through

DarleyDale toRowsleyviaPeakRail.

OnSaturday,October20,

‘TheYorkshireman’departs Ealing

Broadwayandmakes stopsat StAlbans,

Luton, Bedford, KetteringandMelton

Mowbray,beforeA4No. 60009 Union

ofSouthAfrica takes the formerMidland

Line throughCorby then, crossing

theHarringworthviaduct, heads

ontoOakham,MeltonMowbrayand

eventuallyDoncaster for theEastCoast

MainLine toYork.

More A4 &‘Black Five’haulage
Withonly two trainsbooked to run

inOctober, theaction is reignited in

Novemberwhen‘TheYorkYuletide

Express’leaves LondonVictoriawith

4-6-2No. 60009UnionofSouthAfrica

heading the trainoutof the city,

pickingupat StAlbans, Luton, Bedford,

Kettering, and finally,MeltonMowbray.

Aweek later (Saturday,November

24) theA4 isback in steam,working

‘TheBathChristmasMarket’trip from

Paddington,makingcalls at Slough,

ReadingandNewbury. It thengoes

downtheBerks&Hants Line to

Westburywhere, taking thechord

atHawkeridge, the trainbypasses

the stationandheads toBathvia

Trowbridgeand theAvonValley.

A‘Black Five’, eitherNo. 45305or

No. 45212, is the likely provider of steam

onTuesday,November 27,whenone

of the 4-6-0swill take the‘Christmas

SussexBelle’out of LondonVictoria for

a tripdown theBrightonLine. Leaving

themain line at Keymer Junction, the

‘Belle’thenheads for Lewes and theEast

Coastway Line to Eastbourne.

Passengers have the choiceof

spending time in the resort or travelling

onwards, along theSussex coast, diesel

hauled toHastings.

In contrast toOctober, a busymonth

ofNovember closes onThursday

the29thwith a trip toWinchester or

Salisbury.Departing LondonVictoria,

thepre-Christmas shopperpicks upat

Staines,Woking andBasingstoke for

Winchester, the train continuingvia

SouthamptonandRomsey to Salisbury.

Not surprisingly, the train is booked for

haulagebyNo. 60009.

A4No. 60009UnionofSouthAfrica is seen chargingupSavernakebankatCrofton,WiltshirewithaSteamDreams

‘Cathedrals Express’ fromLondonVictoria toMineheadandbackonAugust 21. The spotalongside theKennet&AvonCanal

is alsohometo theCroftonPumpingStation. JAMES CORBEN

Steam into the autumn with the RTC
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RetroRailtoursoperated its 10thanniversary touronSaturday,August 25usingD9009Alycidon. ‘TheDeltic RetroScot III’

ran fromHuddersfield toEdinburgh, via theWestCoastMainLineon theoutward legand returnedvia theEastCoastMain

Line. TheDeltic is seenatYork, fromwhereaClass 67hauled theonward leg.CHRIS GEE

ByRobinJones

PRIMEMinisterTheresaMayhas

acknowledgedthe“greatbenefits”of

extendingtheBordersRailwaytoCarlisle.

Respondingtoaquestionby

Berwickshire,RoxburghandSelkirk

MPJohnLamontabout thepossibility

of restoringthewholeof theWaverley

Route,whichclosed in1969, shesaid:

“Iunderstandthe importancetopartners

across theregionof thecampaignand

theproposal thathehas referredto. I am

sureheunderstands this isadevolved

transport issue.

“Iwouldcertainlyencourageallparties

thatare involvedtocometoaworkable

solutionandtoensurethebestoutcome

for theentire regionbecausethiscan

bringgreatbenefits.”

Shewasspeakingasnewfigures

showedmorethanfourmillion journeys

havebeenmadeontheBordersRailway,

thenorthernmostsectionof theold

route, since itopenedtopassengers

threeyearsago.

Border union
TherailwaywasofficiallyopenedbyHM

QueenonSeptember9,2015.TheQueen

andDukeofEdinburgh,alongwith

ScottishFirstMinisterNicolaSturgeon,

travelledontheopeningspecial,hauled

byA4No.60009UnionofSouthAfrica, in

thepresenceof itsowner, JohnCameron.

ScottishTransportSecretaryMichael

Mathesonsaidtherailwayhadprovedto

bea“phenomenal success”.

A full reinstatementof theWaverley

routewouldmeananendtoone

ofBritain’sneweststandardgauge

heritage lines.

TheBorderUnionRailway is the

operational sectionofdemonstration

track in themiddleof theoldWaverley

Route,whichheadsbothnorthand

south fromWhitropeHeritageCentre.

The first sectionof trackwas laid in

2005and its first trains ranonthe150th

anniversaryof theoriginalopeningof the

WaverleyRoute,onJuly1,2012.

Prime Minister Theresa May sees ‘great
benefits’ in full Waverley Route restoration

Fresh fears for futureofG&SWRAyrStationHotel
ByHughDougherty

DEMOLITION-threatenedAyrStation

Hotel looks set fordestructionafter

SouthAyrshireCouncil extendedan

exclusion zonearound thebuilding

onAugust 27.

Campaigners fighting to save the

hotel say theyarenowmoreworried

thanever for the futureof the

historic hotel.

Themove follows thediscovery

of crumbling roofingandmasonry

by structural engineersMott

Macdonald.

Thecompanywashiredby

NetworkRail to survey the former

Glasgow&SouthWesternRailway

hotel,which is ownedbyaMalasyian

businessman, andwhichhas lain

derelict since2012.

Ayr station’splatforms3and4,

whichareoverhungby thehotel,

havebeen ropedoff, andall ScotRail

services toGirvanandStranraer

suspendedasa result.

Servicesnorth toand from

GlasgowandEdinburghhave

alsobeenaffectedasTownhead

maintenancedepot, situatedpast

the stationon theStranraer line, has

notbeenaccessible.

ScotRail expected thedisruption to

last until theendofAugust.

Local & railway heritage
SouthAyrshireCouncil chief

executiveEileenHowat said:“We

have taken thedecision toextend

theexclusion zone round the station

hotel becauseof safety issues.We

areworkingwithNetworkRail and

ScotRail tominimise the impact

onpassengers.”

Esther Clark, leader of the

community actiongroup formed to

save the1885-built hotel, said:“This

is exactlywhatwepredictedwould

happenas thebuilding's condition

hasbeenallowed toworsen.

“Wehavealreadybeenalarmedby

the recent sight of the contractors

cuttingdecorative ironwork from

the roof area anddumping it in the

car parkbeside thehotel.

“Our fear has alwaysbeen that the

survey, carriedoutby a company

which is non-expert in conservation,

would lead todemolitionof the

hotelwhich,we stillmaintain, has a

viable futurebybeing restoredand

put tonewuses, rather thanbeing

demolished.

“It is a significantpieceof local

and railwayheritageandwehave

put forwardviable schemes for its

retentionanddevelopment. Itwould

bea tragedy to lose it becauseof

yearsof neglectbyall involved.”
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October
THUR4: ‘The Cathedrals Express’

Theale, Newbury, Taunton & return.

Steam-hauled: Theale, Taunton.

Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman. SD

THUR4: ‘The Cathedrals Express’

Taunton, Plymouth & return.

Steam-hauled: Taunton, Plymouth.

Locos: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman and

No. 61306Mayflower. SD

SAT 6: ‘The Cathedrals Express’

Plymouth, Par & return.

Steam-hauled: Plymouth, Par.

Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman and

No. 61306Mayflower. SD

SUN7: ‘TheAuld Reekie’

Doncaster, Wakefield, Leeds, Edinburgh

& return.

Steam-hauled: Doncaster, Edinburgh.

Loco: No. 60163 Tornado and D9009

Alycidon. RTC

MON8: ‘The Cathedrals Express’

Plymouth, Exeter & return.

Steam-hauled: Plymouth, Exeter.

Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman and

No. 61306Mayflower. SD

MON8: ‘The Cathedrals Express’

Exeter, Taunton, Bristol & return.

Steam-hauled: Exeter, Bristol.

Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman and

No. 61306Mayflower. SD

Wed10: ‘The PendleDalesman’

Bedford, Carlisle & return.

Steam-hauled: Carnforth-Carlisle-

Hellifield-Farington Jn.

BEL Belmond Pullman

0845 077 2222

CAR Carnforth Station Heritage

Centre

01524 735165

PT Pathfinder Tours

01453 835414

RTC Railway Touring Company

01553 661500

SD Steam Dreams

01483 209888

The information in this listwas correct at the
timeofgoing topress.
Westrongly advise youconfirmdetails of a
particular tripwith thepromoter concerned.

SAT 27: ‘The Cathedrals Express’

Sheffield Park (Bluebell Railway),

Worcester & return.

Steam-hauled: Sheffield Park, Worcester.

Loco: No. 61306Mayflower. SD

SAT 27: ‘The PendleDalesman’

Doncaster, Carlisle & return.

Steam-hauled: Hellifield, Carlisle

& return.

Loco: No. 35018 British India Line,

No. 45690 Leander, No. 48151 or

No. 45699Galatea.WCR

SAT 27: ‘Aviemore& Inverness’

Linlithgow, Kirkcaldy, Perth, Aviemore.

Diesel-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 37 025 Inverness TMD. SRPS

Regular Steam
MON-FRIUNTILOCT26: ‘Jacobite’

Fort William,Mallaig & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 44871, 62005 or No. 45407.WCR

OCT30: ‘Dalesman’

York, Carlisle & return.

Steam-hauled: Hellifield, Carlisle & return.

Loco: No. 35018 British India Line,

No. 45690 Leander, No. 48151.WCR

Loco: No. 35018 British India Line,

No. 45690 Leander, No. 48151 or

No. 45699Galatea.WCR

SAT 13: ‘The CumbrianMountain

Express’

London Euston, Carlisle & return.

Steam-hauled: Hellifield, Carlisle & return.

Loco: No. 35018 British India Line,

No. 45690 Leander, No. 48151 or

No. 45699Galatea. RTC

SAT 13: ‘Farewell to Alan Pegler’

London Kings Cross, York & return.

Steam-hauled: London Kings Cross, York.

Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman. SD

SUN14: ‘The Forth Circle’

Linlithgow, Stirling.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. SRPS

Wed17: ‘The PendleDalesman’

Bangor, Carlisle & return.

Steam-hauled: Hellifield, Carlisle & return

Loco: No. 35018 British India Line,

No. 45690 Leander, No. 48151 or

No. 45699Galatea.WCR

SAT 20: ‘BelmondBritish Pullman’

London Victoria, Staines, Guildford,

Shalford, Redhill, Victoria.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 35028Clan Line. BEL

SAT 20: ‘The Yorkshireman’

Ealing Broadway, Cricklewood, Melton

Mowbray, York.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 60009Union of South Africa. RTC

LMS Jubilee 4-6-0 No. 45699Galatea emerges fromBleaMoor tunnel withWest Coast Railways’ ‘Dalesman’ on September 4. BRIAN SHARPE
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Tour promoters ST Saphos Trains

0800 038 5320

SMT Statesman Trains

0845 3102458

SRPS Scottish Railway Preservation

Society

0131 202 1033

TEL Torbay Express Ltd

01453 834477

UKRT UK Railtours

01438 715050

WCR West Coast Railways

01524 737751





WITH FULL REGULATOR
LOCOMOTIVE PERFORMANCE THEN AND NOW

ByDonBenn

THIS time Iamcoveringtherecentperformancesof

A4PacificNo.60009UnionofSouthAfrica,plussome

fromthetwilightyearsofScottishsteamin1964/65.

Ihavehadprecious fewrunsbehindthisengine in

preservation, though I reportedontherunningof the

'JubileeRequiem' in issue196. JohnCameron, theowner

ofNo.60009,hasannounced it ishis intentiontoretire

theengine fromthemain line in2019, so I tookthe

chancefora runbehind‘No.9’ontheRailwayTouring

Company's trip toMineheadonSaturday,August18.

The longhotdaysof JuneandJulyhadseenNetwork

Rail imposearequirement fordieselpoweronall

trainswithasteamlocomotivepresent, toprotect the

linesidesandadjoiningproperties fromtheriskof fire.

I supposethis is inevitable in theserisk-averse times,

though lineside fires in thedaysofsteamwereaccepted

aspartofeveryday life.Bymid-August, therehadbeen

sufficient rain inmostareas tohopethebanwould

be lifted–andwordwastheWesternRegionwould

allowthetrip toMineheadtorundiesel free.However,

when I telephonedtheRTCoffice tobookmyplace

theywereunsureof thesituation,but Ibookedanyway

asmy informationhadcomefromaverygoodsource

insideWestCoastRailways,as reportedontheNational

Preservationwebsite.

WestSomersetSteamExpress
So itwaswefoundourselvesatReadingwaitingwith

sometrepidationfor thetrain toarrive fromPaddington,

which itdida fewminutes late,diesel freeandwiththe

familiar figureofdriverPeteRoberts in thecabofNo.9.

The loadproved tobea substantial oneof11

coaches, ofmainlyheavy stockweighing410½tons

tare, andas the trainwasn’t full, about440 tons full.This

wouldhavebeen12coachesof traditional stock in the

daysof steam.

Eagle-eyed readerswill havenoticed that in the

last issueall the‘tons’had somehowbecome‘tonnes’,

otherwise knownas short tons.Thishappened

somewhere in theproductionprocess, but readers

canbeassured that theweightswereactually in tons.

Hopefully thiswill nothappenagain.As the trainwasn’t

full,weabandonedourbookedseats to findmilepost

sidepositions in the third coach fromthe front, sitting

withanold friend fromthedaysof steam.PeteRoberts

hadCraigStinchcombeon the shovel andwegot away

fromReading justover fiveminutes late for the short

hop to theTheale loop to takewater and let service

trainspast.

On toNewbury, some timewas lostbecauseof a

two-minute stop for signals soonafter the restart.

Our lastpickuppointwasNewburyandwe left there

four andahalfminutes late for the42.50miles section

toWestbury, easily timed in56minutes, but full of

interest. I haveknownPeteRoberts sincehewas

fireman to JimRobinson (senior) atNineElmsMPD in

the1960s, andhe inheritedhisdriving skills, knowing

justhowtohandle a steam locomotive toget thebest

outof it, keepingorgaining timewhereappropriate,

andwithout everneeding to thrashanengine.He is

oneof the fewdriverswhoknowshowtohandle the

temperamentalTangmereproperly, oneof theothers

being thenowretiredRayChurchill.

GoodoverSavernake
FromNewbury, the lineclimbsmostof thewayfor the

17miles toasummitatSavernake followingtheKennet

andAvoncanal,mostlyonfairlyeasygradientsbut

steepeningover the final threemilesorsoafterBedwyn.

This section isalwaysagoodtestofhowwellanengine

is steamingandthecrewdidwellwithUnionofSouth

Africa.

ByKintbury, speedwas into themid-50sand then

rose steadily to reach64½at LittleBedwyn.The final

Atravel-stainedA4No. 60009UnionofSouthAfricapausesat theFromewater stoponAugust 18, 2018.DON BENN

Date Saturday, August 18, 2018

Train 0815 Paddington-Minehead

Engine Class A4 4-6-2 No. 60009 Union of South Africa

Load 11 coaches 410½ tons tare 440 tons gross

Driver Pete Roberts

Fireman Craig Stinchcombe

Recorder DB

Position 3rd coach of 11

Weather Cloudy

miles sched mins secs speed

Newbury 0.00 0.00 00 00

Enborne Jct 1.17 03 39 32½

Hamstead LC 3.02 06 37 44

Kintbury 5.42 09 34 53½/56½

MP 60 6.92 11 15 54½

Hungerford 8.46 12 51 56½

MP 64 10.92 15 25 61

Little Bedwyn 12.20 16 35 64½

Bedwyn 13.35 16.00 17 39 64

Crofton LC 14.97 19 13 62½

MP 69 15.92 20 10 58½

MP 69½ 16.42 20 41 56½

Savernake 17.04 21 20 55

Wootton Rivers 19.42 23 40 68½

Pewsey 22.26 26 27 37* tsr

Woodborough 25.82 29.00 30 44 67½

Patney 28.01 32 31 65

MP 85 31.92 36 00 74

Lavington GF 35.00 39.00 38 29 70

Edington 38.26 41 33 60

Heywood Rd Jct 41.49 47.00 45 38 25*

Westbury 42.44 56.00 49 13

net time 47½minutes

* brakes or speed restriction

TABLE ONE: NEWBURY TO WESTBURY
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2.07miles fromCrofton toSavernake summit,where

thegradients steepen from1-in-175 toa final short

1-in-106at the topbrought speedback toaminimum

of55mph,goodworkwith this 440-ton load.

After reaching68½mphdownhill pastWootton

Rivers,we suffereda temporary speed restriction

to37mphatPewsey, but then raneasily awayup to

74mphdownthe1-in-222after Patney,where the

enginewaseasedandwe ranpastHeywoodRoad

Junctionwell inside schedule to stopatWestbury two

andaquarterminutesearly, in49minutes13 seconds

for the42.50miles fromNewbury, againofmore than

sevenminutes. I calculate thenet time tohavebeen

47½minutes, representingagoodcompetenteffort.

TableOneshows the full detail. FromWestbury the

train calledat Frome forwater andwas thenbooked47

minutes for the41.69miles toTaunton. Leaving slightly

early,No. 60009 set about thenext andshorterbut

steeper climb toBrewhamsummit,whichwe topped

at49½after reaching51mphafter East Somerset

Junction (Witham)–goodgoingon the final 1-in-

112/107.Thencame theusualdashdownhill tobeyond

Bruton,where speed reached the full 75mphallowed.

Therenowseems tobea60mphspeed restriction

for steamthroughCastleCary andonce through

here, speed rose to justunder70mphafterCharlton

Mackrell, before falling toaminimumof57½at

Somerton tunnel.The timingpoint at Somerton

GroundFramewaspassed in28minutes32 seconds, as

opposed to the28-minute schedule.

Aswehad left Fromenearly twominutesearly, Pete

Roberts let theenginedrift down toAthelneywith

nothinghigher that 68mph,beforewecaughta late

runningGreatWestern serviceatCogload Junction

DriverPeteRobertsonNo. 60009onAugust 18, 2018.

DON BENN

No.60009prepares to takewater atPerthwhileworking the1.30pmAberdeen-GlasgowonOctober30, 1965.

DON BENN

Date Saturday, August 18, 2018

Train 1615 Minehead-London Paddington

Engine S&D 7F class 2-8-0 No. 53808

Load 10 coaches , 373½ tons tare 400 tons gross

Driver Ian CookWSRly

Recorder DB

Position 9th coach of 10

Weather Cloudy

miles mins secs speed gradient

Williton 0.00 00 00 12½ 154R

Teddy Bears LC 0.46 02 09 18 99R

Castle Hill 0.87 03 12 19/20 99R

MP 177 1.20 03 50 19½ 123R

Woolston Manor 1.37 04 45 21½/23½ 126R/L

MP 176 2.20 06 36 22½/21 100R

MP 175 3.20 09 19 23½ 92R

Stogumber 3.45 09 53 23/22½ 176/68R

MP 174 4.20 11 53 23½ 100R

LeighWood LC 4.50 12 52 24 100R

MP 173 5.20 14 25 23 100R

Roebuck Farm LC 5.38 14 51 22½ 100R

MP 172 5.70 15 43 20 116R

Crowcombe 6.11 17 30 12* L

Engine eased at Roebuck Farm LC

Date Saturday, August 18, 2018 Tuesday, August 21, 2018

Train 1615 Minehead-London Paddington 1630 Minehead-LondonVictoria

Engine Class A4 4-6-2 No. 60009 Union of South Africa Class A4 4-6-2 No. 60009 Union of South Africa

Load 11 coaches 410½ tons tare 440 tons gross 10 coaches, 342 tons tare 365 tons gross

Driver Bob Baines Bob Baines

Fireman Fraser Birrell Fraser Birrell

Pilotman Bill Monteith Bill Monteith

Recorder DB Alan Rawlings

Position 10th coach of 11 10th coach of 10

Weather Cloudy Fine and dry

miles sched mins secs speed sched mins secs speed

Taunton 0.00 0.00 00 00 0.00 00 00 0/*7 sigs

Taunton E Jct 0.69 03 35 31½ 3.00 04 28 20

Creech St Mchael 2.92 06 37 52 08 26 48

Cogload Jct 4.77 6.00 08 37 55½ 8.00 10 17 55

Athelney LC 7.92 9.00 11 55 62½ 11.00 13 46 65

MP 133 9.92 13 52 63½ 15 35 64/70

Curry Rivel 11.92 15 42 66 17 23 68

Langport East 12.89 16 38 63 18 17 67

MP 129 13.92 17 36 62½ 19 10 65

Somerton TunnelW 15.58 19 15 60 20 43 60

Somerton Tunnel E 16.18 19 52 59 21 19 59

Somerton GF 16.78 18.00 20 29 61 20.00 21 56 62

Somerton Viaduct 17.70 21 18 67½ 22 47 68

MP 124 18.92 22 23 69½ 23 51 70

Charlton Mackrell 20.46 23 44 65 25 12 67

Keinton Mandeville 22.71 25 45 73/75½ 27 07 73/75

Alford 25.46 28 02 64/61 29 24 71/66

Castle Cary 27.58 29.00 30 08 62½ 31.00 31 16 68/69

MP 128 29.13 31 35 66 32 40 67

Bruton 31.02 33 22 61½ 34 21 65

MP 125 32.13 34 26 60 35 23 63

MP 124 33.13 35 38 30* sigs 36 21 62

MP 123 34.13 38 11 19* sigs 37 20 58

Brewham Summit 34.48 39 01 30 37 44 56

E Somerset Jct 36.27 38.00 41 30 58½ 40.00 39 36 70

Blatchbridge Jct 40.48 44.00 46 55 25*/30½ 45.00 43 03 70

Frome 41.59 47.00 49 48

Clink Road Jct 42.42 48.00 44 42 64

Standerwick 44.38 46 24 75

Fairwood Jct 45.72 53.00 47 34 72

SignalW415 48.00 51 30

net time 47 minutes net time 49 minutes
* brakes or speed restriction * brakes or speed restriction

TABLE TWO: WILLITON TO CROWCOMBE HEATHFIELD TABLE THREE: TAUNTON TO FROME/SIGNAL W415
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and this lost threeandahalfminuteson thebooking

toTaunton, reachednearly threeminutes late, butwith

nothingbookedagainst theengineandcrew.

OntotheWestSomersetRailway
WethentransferredtotheWestSomersetRailway,

reachingBishopsLydeardslightly late,whereUnion

ofSouthAfricawasreplacedbyS&D7Fclass2-8-0

No.53808,andwiththe loadreducedbythe37tonsof

thesupportcoach,driver IanCookstillhad373½tons

tareor400tonsgross totakeover the fiercegradients

toMinehead.Unfortunately, theWSRhadsufferedan

engine failureandservicesweresomewhatdisrupted,

causinga lossof timetoMinehead, reachednearly five

minutes late in99minutes37seconds fromBishops

Lydeard for the19.67miles,which includedthreestops.

TheMineheadsteamtripsare reallygreatdaysout,but

needmoretimethantheonehour25minuteswewere

allowed,which isbarelyenoughfora leisurely lunch, let

alonetimeto lookaroundtherailway.Thereturnrun

startedat4.15pmandthis timewehadabetterpath

gettingtoBishopsLydeard in73minutes58seconds

with justonestopatBlueAnchor. Theengineseemed

tobeworkedharder thantheearlierandthe long

climbfromWillitontoCrowcombeHeathfieldover the

QuantockHillswassogoodIhavetabulatedthedetail

inTableTwo.

Evenfromninecoachesbackwecouldhear theengine

clearlyas it sloggedupthemainly1-in-100climb.To

maintain23-24mphwithsucha loadwasexcellentwork

overmyfavouritestretchof lineonapreservedrailway.

BackatTaunton,withNo.9nowonits11coaches for440

tons,driverBobBainesandfiremanFraserBirrellwere

nowincharge,andtheyhada47-minutebookingtothe

waterstopatFrome.

ClimbingtoBrewham
Weweredueaway fromTauntonat6.40pm, seven

minutesbehind thePaignton toPaddingtonHST

service,which shouldhavebeenmore thanenough,

but as it turnedoutwasn’t!

FromTaunton, the line runsacross theSomerset

levelswitheasygradients as far asCurryRivel,wherea

climb,mainly at 1-in-264, follows toSomerton tunnel.

We rannicelyup to66mph,before speed fell to a

minimumof59at theeast endof the tunnel and then

rose to75½downtobeyondKeintonMandeville.

Speed fell to61 for the restriction throughCastleCary

and thenNo. 9wasobviouslyopenedup to some

effect for thenearly seven-mile climb toBrewham

summit.Wewereup to66mphon the short stretchof

level trackatmilepost 128 following the1-in-143after

CastleCary, andwewere still doing61½atBrutonon

the1-in-98and60mphatmilepost 124.

Thenunbelievably, thebrakes cameonand the

restofour climbwas ruined.Yes,wehadcaught the

HST in frontwhich itself hadbeenstoppedbyan

empty stone trainbeingcrossedover at East Somerset

Junction.What agreat shame that thebestpiece

ofwork thatdaybyUnionofSouthAfricahadbeen

spoiledbyyet anotherpieceofpoor train regulating,

which is all toocommonon theWesternRegionofNR

inmyexperience.TableThree shows full details and

alongsidemy run is theone timedbyAlanRawlingson

theSteamDreamscharter toMineheada fewdays later

onAugust 21.

Alancomments:‘‘Althoughwewereon time joining

themain line fromtheWSR,wewereheldatTaunton

and released towardsLondon inparallelwith the

delayedNewquay toPaddingtonHST service thatwe

were to follow.Consequently,wehad tocrawl along

until gaining theup lineatTauntonEast Junction.

Thereafter the runningwas swift andeffortless from

theA4aswebreezedup toSomertonTunnel.The

sevenmiles fromCastleCaryup toBrewham involved

a littlemoreeffort, but therewasno real sense that

thisGresley racehorsewasbeing stretchedgiven the

manageable load.

‘‘Unfortunately, theHST somehowmanaged toget

tangledupwith itsWestbury stopandafter spinning

along in the seventies,weground toahalt on the

avoiding lineas itmade its even laterprogress aheadof

usacrossHeywoodRoad Junction.Ournet time to this

pointwas close toeven time.However, despite thebest

effortsof theGWRservice,wemanaged toarrive atour

bookedwater stopclose to right time.’’

It’s interestingtoseehowsimilar therunningwas

butwithvastlydifferent loads, suggestingBobBaines

adjustedtheregulatorand/or thecutoff to runat the

speedsneededtokeeptime.Notealsohowbothtrains

weredelayedbya late runningHST.

Thethree-hourtrainsinScotland
NotributetoNo.60009wouldbecompletewithout

referencetothethree-hourexpresses in thetwilightof

its life in theserviceofBR inthemid1960s.

Imadeeightvisits toScotland in1964-66tosample

thesetrainsandthoughthe loadswere light, thetrain

runningperformancewasa joytotime,evenaftera

No.53808prepares to take the train forward toMinehead fromBishopsLydeard

whileNo. 60009 rests in theotherplatformonAugust18, 2018.DON BENN

Date Friday, October 30, 1964

Train 0710 Aberdeen-Glasgow

Engine Class A4 4-6-2 No. 60009 Union of South Africa

Load 6 coaches, 208 tons tare 225 tons gross

Driver John Thompson, Ferryhill MPD

Recorder DB

Position 2nd coach of 6

Weather Cloudy

miles sched mins secs speed

Aberdeen 0.00 0.00 00 00

Ferryhill Jct 0.65 03 03 39

Cove Bay 4.80 09 54 49/52

MP 234 7.10 12 26 51

Portleven 8.15 13 22 72

Newtonhill 10.40 15 14 77/74½

Muchalls 11.55 16 08 79½

MP 227½ 13.60 17 48 72½/75½

Stonehaven 16.15 21.00 20 21

0.00 0.00 00 00

Dunottar SB 2.70 05 19 44

MP 220¼ 4.70 07 39 52½

Carmont SB 5.45 08 34 60

Drumlithie 7.20 10 15 66½

Fordoun 11.10 13 32 78

Laurencekirk 14.40 16.00 16 11 75

MP 209 15.95 17 27 72½/76

Marykirk 17.60 18 47 73*/79½

Craigo 19.75 20 33 66*

Kinnaber Jct 21.85 23.00 22 40 58*

Dubton Jct 23.05 23 48 65/66½

Bridge of Dun 25.70 27.00 26 14 64/70½

Farnell Road 28.85 29 04 67

MP 193¼ 31.70 31 52 51

Glasterlaw 32.15 32 28 57/70

Guthrie SB 33.95 34 10 56*

Auldbar Road 36.15 36 24 64

Clocksbriggs 38.80 38 45 70

Forfar 41.15 43.00 41 23

0.00 0.00 00 00

Forfar South Box 0.70 02 10 40

Kirriemuir Box 2.85 04 32 67½

Glamis 5.65 06 55 75

Eassie 7.85 08 35 80/82½

Alyth Junction 11.90 12.00 11 37 79/82

Ardler Box 13.15 12 30 77½

Ardler 14.20 13 25 75

Coupar Angus 16.65 15 20 78/81

Burrelton 18.85 17 07 75

Cargill 21.20 18 56 84

Ballathie 23.05 20 21 75/77

Stanley Junction 25.30 23.00 22 13 74

Strathord 27.35 23 46 79½

Luncarty 28.30 24 37 77

AlmondValley Jct 30.85 26 44 72½

Perth 32.50 32.00 29 38

* brakes or speed restriction

Forfar to Perth start to stop

average 65.8 mph

TABLE FOUR: ABERDEEN TO PERTH
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sleeplessnight's journeynorthonthe7.30pmAberdonian

fromKingsCross.This trainmadethe33-minuteconnection

atAberdeen intothe7.10amclassA4-hauledexpressonevery

occasionbarone,a levelofgoodtimekeepingwhichseemsto

be impossibleontoday’s railway.

TableFourshowsatypical runwithJohnThompson in

charge.Wejust failedtogetaneventimerunfromStonehaven

toForfarbecauseof theslowstart thoughtheclimbto

Carmontwasgood.Thencametheusualdashacross theplain

toPerth, completed in29minutes38seconds for the32.50

miles,anaverageof65.8mph.

TableFivewasonastormyday inFebruary1965andthetrain

leftPerth12minutes latebecauseofdelaysearliercausedby

galesblowingdowntelegraphpolesandwires.Thiswasone

ofmybetter runsover this sectionandthe72mphatDunning

and49½minimumafterGleneagleswerebothgoodgoing.

Unchecked,wemay justhavescrapedeventime.

FinallyTableSixshowsthereturnrunofNo.9onthesame

dayonthe5.30pmfromGlasgowtoAberdeen.Thiswasa

Saturday, so thetrainwasworkedbyPerthmenwhotended

not tooperate theA4sashardas theStRolloxdrivers, suchas

Quinn,whoworkedthetrainduringtheweek.Recovery from

thesignalcheckatBridgeofAllenwasquitesteady, thoughthe

trainwassevencoaches for251/270tons, rather thanthemore

commonsixcoachesonthethree-hour trains.

The85mphgallopdowntoPerthwasbothexhilaratinganda

challengetotime inthedark.Remember thatScotlandhadan

overall75mphspeed limitat that time, thoughthiswaswidely

ignoredwithsteam.

Justas I finishwritingthiscolumn, I receivedtheverysad

newsthatGordonHooper,oneof the finestdrivers fromthe

daysofSouthernsteam,hasdied.PeteRoberts,whofeatures

inTableOne, firedtoGordonforashort time inNineElmsNo.3

link.Atributeappears inNews,page11.

Theengine crewprepare to removeNo. 60009 from

its trainatBishopsLydeardon theWest Somerset

RailwayonAugust18, 2018.DON BENN

Right:No. 60009 is seenat StirlingonOctober31, 1964on

the7.10amAberdeen-Glasgow.DON BENN

“The 85mph gallop down to
Perth was both exhilarating and
a challenge to time in the dark.”

Date Saturday, February 13, 1985

Train 0710 Aberdeen-Glasgow

Engine Class A4 4-6-2 No. 60009 Union of South Africa

Load 6 coaches, 219½ tons tare 235 tons gross

Driver Not recorded

Recorder DB

Position 2nd coach of 6

Weather Gale from south west, but dry

miles sched mins secs speed gradient

Perth 0.00 0.00 00 00 L/176R

Hilton Jct 2.10 4.00 04 17 49 L/173F

Forgandenny 4.00 06 16 62 L

Forteviot 6.90 08 54 66½ 280/221R

Dunning 9.65 11 21 72 434R

MP 141 10.30 11 58 67½ 121R

MP 140 11.30 12 53 64 121R

MP 139 12.30 13 53 60 98R

MP 138 13.30 14 58 56 100R

Auchterarder 14.80 15 22 55 100R

MP 137 14.30 16 05 53 100R

MP 136 15.30 17 15 50½ 96R

Gleneagles 15.85 19.00 17 40 51 108R

MP 135 16.30 18 29 49½ 101R

Blackford 18.05 20 13 67 375F

Carsebreck 20.30 22 8 76 163F

Greenloaning 22.30 23 40 72½ 912F

Kinbuck 25.50 26 28 67 L

MP 124 27.30 27 55 76 88F

Dunblane 28.15 31.00 28 34 81 212/88F

Bridge of Allen 30.20 31 15 32* sigs 100F

Cornton SB 31.15 33 11 27* tsr L/373R

Stirling 33.05 36.00 36 24 L

* brakes or speed restriction

net time 33½minutes

Date Saturday, February 13, 1965

Train 530 pm Glasgow-Aberdeen

Engine Class A4 4-6-2 No. 60009 Union of South Africa

Load 7 coaches, 251 tons tare 270 tons gross

Crew Perth MPD

Recorder DB

Position 2nd coach of 7

Weather Strong SWwind

miles sched mins secs speed

Stirling 0.00 0.00 00 00

Cornton SB 1.90 03 33 52½

Bridge of Allen 2.85 05 22 23* sigs

Dunblane 4.90 7.00 09 21 35

MP 124 5.75 10 35 37

MP 125 6.75 12 09 40

Kinbuck 7.55 13 43 43

Greenloaning 10.75 17 38 60

Carsebreck 12.75 19 36 64

Blackford 15.00 21 48 60/64

MP 135 16.75 23 40 62½

Gleneagles 17.20 20.00 24 04 65½

Auchterarder 19.25 25 52 70½

MP 139 20.75 27 07 75

MP 140 21.75 27 53 80

Dunning 23.40 29 13 82½

Forteviot 26.15 31 17 83/85

Forgandenny 29.05 33 24 82

Hilton Jct 30.95 32.00 35 32 18* tsr

Friarton Sidings 32.05 38 28 45

Perth 33.05 36.00 40 27

* brakes or speed restriction

net time 34½minutes

TABLE FIVE: PERTH TO STIRLING TABLE SIX: STIRLING TO PERTH
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FRIENDLY LINE

Oneof two regular steamperformers is
2MT2-6-0No. 46447,which ispictured
here runningaroundatMendipVale.

RAILWAY PROFILE

EAST SOMERSET’S

Steve Roberts enjoys a warm welcome at the East Somerset Railway and finds a
line which is going from strength to strength, with rising passenger numbers and an
excellent reputation for steam locomotive and rolling stock restoration.

T
HE East Somerset Railway came through
some difficult times a few years ago, but
it is now buoyant. Passenger numbers are

on the up and attractions are being added. At
2½miles, the line may sound on the short side
on the face of it, but the ESR offers more than
a ‘mere’ train ride – it has grasped the benefits
of offering added experiences, such as different
types of footplate visits and cream teas.
Yatton was once a busy junction with lines

spreading north (Clevedon) and south (a
branch to Blagdon and the Cheddar Valley
Line through Cheddar, Wells, SheptonMallet
and on to Frome). All these lines have now
gone, yet Yatton remains as a stop on the GWR
line between Bristol and Taunton.
For this feature I’m interested in the Cheddar

Valley Line, which headed out of Yatton to
Congresbury, which was the junction for the

Blagdon branch, then continued in a vaguely
south-easterly direction, before reaching
today’s GWRmainline (the Paddington-
Penzance line) at Witham, where it continued
north-east to Frome.
Part of the Cheddar Valley Line is today

utilised by the ESR, which operates between
Mendip Vale and Cranmore. Running through
the Mendips, this railway offers a 40-minute
round trip of five miles over a 1-in-56 rising
gradient which tests the capability of the locos.

History
The ESR opened as a broad gauge line between
Witham, on theWestbury toWeymouth
line, and SheptonMallet, in November 1858.
Isambard Kingdom Brunel himself had met
the surveyors at the proposed Cranmore
station three years earlier, in 1855. The line was

then extended on toWells by March 1862, but
was never a commercial success and was sold
to the GWR in 1874 at the time of the costly
gauge conversion. The line would continue
under the GWR and then BR until September
1963, when passenger services were withdrawn.
Freight was also reduced and the line cut back,
although the eastern end of the branch would
be used quite intensively from 1970 when
Foster Yeoman developed the Merehead stone
quarry. In fact, stone trains still use the branch
as far as the quarry. Bitumen trains also
continued to Cranmore until 1985.
My 1970 rail atlas shows the branch as a

Western Region freight only, with its junction
about half way between Frome (north) and
Bruton (south) on the section of line between
Westbury and Castle Cary. Cranmore and
Merehead are both shown. The line between



Left:GWR2-8-0No. 5239Goliath

is currentlyunderoverhaul on

behalf ofDartmouthSteam

Railway. Thisphotowas taken

fromtheviewinggallery at

CranmoreWest.

Above: Constructionof the

HeritageLotteryFund-sponsored

secondplatform is currently

underwayatCranmore. The

foundations for theeducation

and interpretation centre can just

be seenon the right.
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Witham (the junction) and Cranmore is
still in situ for those stone trains heading to
and fromMerehead. The heritage line then
heads west from Cranmore in the direction
of Shepton Mallet, which it is currently just
short of.

The original line
The junction station at the eastern end of
the line at Witham is closed, although the
line between Westbury and Castle Cary still
operates through here. Witham had a separate
branch platform and the line climbed after
leaving here. The first intermediate station
was Wanstrow (January 1860), which the
ESR couldn’t afford, so was paid for by the
locals. There was a small stone shelter on
a short platform that was later extended. It
was unstaffed until April 1909 when the first
stationmaster, who had a timber office built
for him, was appointed. A goods loop for 10
wagons (coal, cattle feed and livestock) was
added in January 1927. Another junction
was then reached, with the freight branch to
Merehead (north) and the continuation of the
passenger line (west) into Cranmore, and on
to Shepton.
Today’s Merehead Quarry Siding was

originally in use fromMarch 1948 to April
1970, being used by rail tank wagons carrying
bitumen to a factory that pulverised stone to
make tiles. From September 1973 this site was
re-used, the branch leaving the main line and
climbing up to the siding, where there was
the new Merehead Quarry and a maintenance
shed for Foster Yeoman locomotives.
Cranmore originally had one platform and a

limestone office building, but a second (down)
platform was added in 1880. Today’s ESR
has added a new station building. Between
1926 and 1946 there were four long sidings
handling around 100 wagons of stone daily,
until Waterlip Quarry closed. There was
also a long tradition of bitumen traffic and

Marcroft Wagons Limited once had a repair
depot on the site of the present reproduction
GWR engine shed.
Next came Doulting Siding, which served

a stone quarry between 1868 and 1938 –
Doulting stone was used to build the original
platform at Cranmore. The line descends
through a steep cutting before arriving at
Mendip Vale, the current ESR station, which
marks the western end of today’s journey. The
station has no road access.
Kilver Street level crossing marked the

approach to Shepton, which began as a single
platform with a stone building. A second
platform with brick shelter was added in
1895. Shepton was the branch’s terminus for
a while, so had an engine shed, which became
redundant when the line was extended west to
Wells, so was converted to a goods shed. The
station dealt with general freight, but with
an agricultural bias (unsurprisingly), plus
beer and road stone. At Shepton the branch
crossed the Somerset & Dorset Railway, which
was making its way south from Radstock to
Evercreech Junction.
Three miles beyond Shepton were Dulcote

Quarry Sidings, which were in use from
1880 to 1969. The ESR station at Wells had a
glass awning, but this closed in January 1878
when the GWR centralised traffic on Wells’
Tucker Street Station, the former ESR station
plodding on for goods until July 1964. The
ESR yard had a two-road engine shed (1874)
with two engines allocated in 1947, before it

closed in November 1963. At this end of the
line, the former trackbed is now home to the
Wells Relief Road (East Somerset Way).

Rebirth beginnings
In 1967, artist and conservationist David
Shepherd bought two locomotives – a BR
Standard Class 9F No. 92203, which he named
Black Prince and a Standard Class 4MT
No. 75029 The Green Knight. Today, the latter
is at the North Yorkshire Moors Railway and
the former at the North Norfolk Railway.
David needed somewhere to keep them and

apparently arrived at Cranmore on a rainy day
in 1971. The site may have been derelict and
wet, but he saw its potential. He duly bought
the site and the ESR was effectively born. The
site was cleared, a new engine shed and sidings
built, and by the end of 1973 the ESR was back
on the map, 10 years or so after passenger
services had been withdrawn from the branch.
Cranmore was still used for bitumen traffic

at the time, so a small platform was built
next to the engine shed for the ESR – today’s
CranmoreWest.
The public re-opening was in August 1974,

with the official opening following in May
1975, with Prince Bernhard of the Netherlands
the guest of honour. With the end of that
bitumen traffic, the ESR was able to return to
the original Cranmore station in 1985. The
line has subsequently been extended west
towards Shepton, with the new platform built
at Mendip Vale.

2½miles
The length of the East Somerset Railway.

25%
The growth in passenger numbers between 2015
and 2017.

1974
The year the East Somerset Railway opened to
the public.

NUMBERCRUNCHING

“The railway’s friendliness and happiness to help was
exemplified at the café, where staff member Vanessa
made my wife a jam sandwich – it was not on the menu,
but what she fancied. Someone in the queue must have
heard: apparently, we ‘started a trend’.”



Ivatt 2MT2-6-0No. 46447awaitsdeparture from
Cranmore station. TheGWRsignalboxwasopen
tovisitorson thedayof theauthor’s visit.

Barclay0-4-0ST LadyNan is seen insideCranmoreWest shed.

VeteranSouthWales coal tank,GWR56xx0-6-2TNo. 5637 is the line’s other regular steamperformer.
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CranmoreHQ
Cranmore, a lovely village around three miles
east of Shepton, is the headquarters of a railway
that seeks to portray a country branch line.
You are guaranteed a warm personal welcome
here from ‘The Friendly Steam Railway’ as it
has dubbed itself – correctly in my opinion.
Railwaymen used to call Cranmore ‘Siberia’
though: it can get chilly up here.
There’s everything you’d expect of a decent

day out on a heritage railway. There’s a small
museum, a signal box and theWhistlestop
Café, which serves so many home-made meals
each day that the railway is steaming and
has inside seating and patio benches. If the
full-size railway is not enough for you, there’s
also a 7¼in gauge miniature railway, which
runs to CranmoreWest and back. There are
grass picnic areas, a children’s play area and
there’s plenty of free car parking. The railway’s
friendliness and happiness to help was
exemplified at the café, where staff member
Vanessa made my wife a jam sandwich – it
was not on the menu, but what she fancied.
Someone in the queue must have heard:
apparently, we ‘started a trend’.
Arriving at the station’s car park, the main

station building is ahead and left, with
sidings (1904) away to the right, the car park
occupying the triangle of land in between.
On the left, just before the station, is ‘East
Somerset Models’ where you can obtain your

Hornby 00 and so on. There’s also a water tank
to the east. The main station building is one
I could linger about: the café and toilets are
on the ground floor. A flight of steps at the
far end takes you up to the platform, where
you’ll find the booking office and shop. The
building was opened in 1991 using materials
from the old Somerset & Dorset Joint Railway
goods shed inWells, plus the GWR Lodge Hill
station building (Westbury-sub-Mendip on the
Cheddar Valley line). The K4 telephone box
to one side dates to 1926 and was originally in
Bristol city centre.
There is plenty to take in along the current

single platform. Double-track is in place
through the station as the steam locomotive
needs to run around here. Beyond the eastern
end of the platform is one end of the run
around and the limit of scheduled operation
in this direction. Walking west along the
platform, you come to the modern station
house, which was built only in the early-
1970s, a bookstall (originally a WH Smith
kiosk at Salisbury station), then the museum
(with the date of ‘1858’ inscribed), which is
in the original station building, which still
incorporates its waiting room, booking office
and ticket window.
At the western end of the station, beyond the

platform, is a passenger crossing, which takes
you across the tracks to the 1904 signal box,
which closed in 1968 and is currently being

refitted. While I was there, the signal box was
opened and an interested gaggle of visitors
headed inside. In the sidings, away behind the
station, I spotted a Class 108 DMU comprising
cars M51909 andM56271, along with assorted
wagons and carriages.

Today’s operation
The journey is from Cranmore to Mendip
Vale, via CranmoreWest andMerryfield Lane.
Passengers can ride as many times as they
like on each visit, with groups and schools
also catered for, including with the popular
‘Evacuee Experience’. Passenger trains are
steam-hauled, supplemented on selected days
by the DMU.
Trains run betweenMarch (four steam trains

a day) and October, mostly at weekends, with
a steam gala held over a weekend towards the
end of March. Trains also run onWednesdays
between June and October, and Thursdays
in August. December sees weekend Santa
Specials, plus, in 2018, a Christmas Eve service,
which is a Monday, which is sure to be a
busy day.
We chose to travel on the 12.30pm service

from Cranmore, the second departure of
the day.
The train stopped at CranmoreWest – where

you can alight for the rolling stock – passed
Bronze Age barrows on the right, then
stopped at Merryfield Lane, before arriving



Anunusual carriage is S1000,built byBRat Eastleigh in1962on the
underframeofa coachwhichwaswreckedat the infamousLewisham

crash in1957. Thebody is anexperimentalGRPconstruction.
It is seenhereoutside theCTMSpremises.
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at the end of the line at Mendip Vale, where
our locomotive, Standard Class 2MT 2-6-0
No. 46447 ran around, so that it could return
to Cranmore tender-first. This was apt and
redolent of the 1950s when these engines
replaced the GWR stock on the line. Mendip
Vale became the end of the line in 1985.
Later, I also caught the 3.30pm train, with

the intention of alighting at Merryfield Lane,
which had become the end of the line in April
1980, prior to the opening of the extension
to Mendip Vale. The compassionate guard
checked that I was ‘up for this’ as this halt is
somewhat devoid of facilities and a passenger
alighting here is a rarity these days. There
is a shelter, but no bench and the short
platform looks across at a siding, occupied by
a collection of wagons. Sidings here were once
used for Doulting Quarry, while the bridge
visible towards Mendip Vale is a tramway
bridge, recalling the feeder line used for
transporting quarried stone to the railway.
I surmised that there was once pedestrian

egress at the halt’s western end, where there
was an overgrown path up a slope with fence
posts discernible among the nettles. I settled
for a quiet time on the platform with only
white butterflies and birds for company. I
had to wait longer than usual for my return
train as the 3.30pm is the cream tea service, so
dilly-dallies a bit more. Cream teas and Sunday
lunches are sold out months ahead, which

ENGINEERINGEXTRA

Commercial rolling stockoverhauls
CRANMORE Traincare & Maintenance Service (CTMS) is a
commercial carriage restoration team, based at Cranmore
in the 1988 carriage shed. CTMS was established in
July 1995 as a trading division of the Cranmore Railway
Company Ltd, which is a commercial arm of the ESR (which
itself is a registered charity) and today employs four or five
people full-time.
The expertise of the CTMS is available to both heritage

railways and mainline charter operators, but the ESR’s

own carriages are maintained by the volunteers. CTMS
carries out quality carriage overhauls and has customers
across the UK. Its specialisation is body overhauls of Mk1
and Mk2 coaches, with work also being done on Mk3
coaches, wagons and locos, both steam and diesel.
Profits are transferred to the ESR for the preservation

of rail heritage. By 2015, CTMS had been responsible for
the overhaul or repainting of more than 100 vehicles in its
20-plus years of operation.



The charmingGWRCranmore signalbox,which is at

oneendof thenewplatformthat’s beingbuilt.

FormerPort of
BristolAuthority
Sentinel 0-6-0
No. 39 is seen

betweenduties
atCranmoreWest.
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shows that visitors to the railway want more
than just a steam ride these days.

Motive power
There are two principal steam engines: GWR
56XX 0-6-2T No. 5637, built in 1924 for service
in the SouthWales coalfields – and Ivatt 2MT
2-6-0 No. 46447. The tender locomotive was
built at Crewe in 1950, spending its working
life in a somewhat nomadic fashion, being
allocated to Crewe North, Workington,
Wigan Springs Branch, Llandudno Junction,
Nuneaton and Derby.
Purchased fromWoodham’s Barry scrapyard

by the Ivatt Locomotive Trust, No. 46447
moved to the Buckinghamshire Railway
Centre in 1972. Joining fellow ILT stablemates
Nos. 41313 and 41298 at the Isle of Wight
Steam Railway (IoWSR) in 2008, it was
displayed at Haven Street, pending restoration.
Four years later, in a deal that also saw the
IoWSR acquire London, Brighton & South
Coast Railway E1 0-6-0T No.110 from an
ESR-based private owner, No. 46447 was to be
moved to Cranmore, with an agreement that
it would be restored to running order. Now
on long-term loan, the locomotive has been a
regular performer on the ESR since it returned
to action in October 2014.
A smaller steam locomotive is 1920-built

Andrew Barclay 0-4-0ST, No. 1719, Lady Nan,
which returned to action in 2017.
The line’s five diesels comprise the collection

in the care of the Sentinel Diesel Preservation
Group. These include 0-6-0 Port of Bristol
Authority No. 39; 0-4-0CD (chain drive)
No. 10199 Cattewater; 0-4-0 PBA No. 42 Eric;
0-4-0 No. DH16; and Joan, an 0-4-0 side rod.

Carriages&wagons
The ESR is home to the familiar mix of
carriages and wagons associated with a
heritage line, including numerous BRMk 1
coaches, and 25 assorted wagons, mostly of
LMS and SR origin.
An unusual carriage is S1000, built by BR at

Eastleigh in 1962 on the underframe of a coach
which was wrecked at the infamous Lewisham
crash in 1957. The body is an experimental
GRP (Glass-Reinforced Plastic) construction
and the only one of its type in the country. It is
a non-corridor compartment coach and gives
visitors a taste of busy suburban travel in the
1950s and ’60s.
There’s also one of the three oldest

breakdown cranes to survive in the UK
(Ransomes & Rapier Ltd, of Ipswich, 1908).
GWRNo. 2 Breakdown Crane spent its entire
working life at SwindonWorks (1908-75)
and attended notable accidents on the GWR
including that at Norton Fitzwarren (1940). It
arrived at Cranmore in 1995.

Progress & expansion
In March, it was announced the ESR had been
awarded £46,500 from the Heritage Lottery
Fund (HLF) to reinstate the demolished
former down platform and its characterful
waiting room. The latter will be developed
as an education and interpretation centre
showing the history of the railway and
its effect on local businesses, people and
industry, especially the quarrying sector.
This in turn will enable visitors and school

parties to better understand the importance
of the railways in the historical development
of the local economy in East Somerset. It
is hoped that the education centre will be
opened at the end of the year.
Dick Masters, the ESR chairman, took up

the story: “We’re currently constructing a
second platform at Cranmore, the original
having been removed by British Railways in
the 1960s. We’re only building a short length
for now, so it will get longer in the future. The
foundations for the waiting room are in place.
“Although the platform is to be built in

stages – and the matter of passenger access
will only be addressed in the final stage – we
are fortunate enough to have received HLF
funding, which is a great help.
“While it’s early days with the new

platform, just the fact that work is underway
is generating a great deal of interest and
bringing in extra visitors. People want to
see the progress we’re making. Passenger
numbers are up dramatically actually: 25%
over a two-year period (2015 to 2017).”
Plans to extend the line towards Shepton

Mallet, with a station at Cannards Grave,
were announced as long ago as 2007. It’s a step
which would take the railway to somewhere,
whereas the current end of the line, Mendip
Vale, has no road access, and is therefore
merely for running around the loco to prepare
for the journey back to Cranmore. However,
any extension plans are problematical, as Dick
explained: “Although we are interested in any
possibilities, this remains on the back burner as
it does not have the support of the land owner –
plus the costs of running a longer line outweigh
the potential increase in income, so there is
no realistic prospect of this happening for the
foreseeable future.”

Restorations&overhauls
The ESR has built a reputation as a place for
restorations and overhauls at Cranmore West.
Currently in the works is GWR 5205

class 2-8-0 No. 5239 Goliath, which arrived

from the Dartmouth Steam Railway for an
overhaul, which began in October 2017.
Karl Collier, one of the team of volunteers

working on the project, explained: “The
restoration probably has around another year
to run, but it is going well. It will be returning
to Dartmouth upon completion.”
The ESR is also one of the few heritage

railways where it is possible to visit the
depot (engine shed and workshop) with ease.
We stood in the workshop overlooking the
component parts of Goliath, including the
boiler. I could only admire the skill of those
who can take a beast like this apart, overhaul
it and then put it all back together again.
On a lighter note, Karl told me that his

nickname is ‘Magnet’ as he has an uncanny
ability to attract coal dust. When I spoke to
him, he resembled a man who’d just emerged
from a shift underground – Mr Collier is
well-named. He’d ‘merely’ been cleaning out
the points in the yard. All members of the
team working in the shed and workshop are
volunteers, incidentally. The skilled team will
rise to any challenge – it was responsible for
the new engine shed roof, finished in 2007,
for example.
The railway is fortunate to boast a two-road

diesel shed, built in 2014 for the maintenance
of the Sentinel Diesel Preservation Group.
Having thoroughly explored the shed,

workshop and yard, I headed over to
Cranmore West station, which can be
accessed via a passenger operated crossing.
There’s a gate either side of the running track,
leading into the platform. Both must be closed
for the signal to allow the train to approach.
Cranmore West was originally called Ilton
Halt, the platform having been rescued from
the closed Taunton-Chard line.

I FONDLY remember my dear wife once arranging a
surprise footplate experience for me (not on the ESR).
I spent a portion of my birthday performing fireman
duties, shovelling coal 10 to the dozen as we laboured
up a gradient. It seemed an ‘interesting’ way to spend
one’s birthday. Now, you can follow in my footsteps
on the East Somerset Railway, for it has its ‘Footplate
Experience’ and ‘Steam Experience’. One notable to have
enjoyed the Footplate Experience is Michael Eavis (think
Glastonbury). There’s also a ‘Driver Taster Session’ – and
yes, I did get my go at driving too. For those who’d
rather not get grubby, there’s the sparkling afternoon
tea service in the Mendip Belle dining carriages and also
cream teas and Sunday lunch.

EXPERIENCES
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Mark Smitherswelcomes a distinctive
addition to the ranks of Britain’s
narrow gauge new-build steam
locomotives – and also learns about
the latest developments at North Bay
Engineering Services.

I
n issue 230 of Heritage Railway in 2017, I referred to work
then in progress at the workshops of North Bay Railway
Engineering Services Ltd (NBES) on a 2ft gauge replica

Decauville ‘Type 1’ 0-4-0T. At this time, the company’s
workshops were located at two premises in Scarborough. The
smaller of the buildings – located close to the town’s North Bay
Railway – served as a machine shop, whilst the larger – located
in an adjacent village – fulfilled the function of an erecting shop.
No doubt, the history of NBES will be familiar to many readers,
especially those whose main interest is the narrow gauge sphere,
but for those unfamiliar with the company it will be helpful to
give a brief outline here.

Origin
The decision to set up the company, a subsidiary of
Scarborough’s North Bay Railway, was taken in the spring of
2014 in connection with the Heritage Skills Initiative, then
running in the North East and Yorkshire. Two apprentices
were initially trained and then taken on by the company during
2014/5, whilst engineer Mark Ashton joined in October 2014.
During more recent times the limitations of the Scarborough
area as a location for the company’s activities became apparent
and a move was made to Darlington.
The rationale for this measure was explained by David

Humphreys: “Mark and Steve Watson, another NBES
employee, live in Middlesbrough – 50 miles from Scarborough
and were travelling daily. We could not get staff and parts
for manufacturing and remaking things were coming from
Teesside. Darlington is the centre of the new-build and
restoration scene, with the A1 and G5 at Shildon as new-build,
along with Darlington Railway Preservation Society and the
North Eastern Locomotive Preservation Group. At Stockton,
nine miles away is Northern Boiler, with whom we work
closely. Darlington is a convenient site as it is only 15 miles
fromMiddlesbrough.”
As has previously been detailed in Heritage Railway 215,

the first full-size narrow gauge locomotive built by NBES
was the 20-inch gauge Bagnall Sipat-pattern 0-4-0ST
Georgina completed for the North Bay Railway in 2016.
Although construction commenced on another Sipat-pattern
locomotive, this time of 2ft gauge, work on this locomotive has
currently stalled.
Whilst Georgina’s completion was a major achievement

in itself, it is self-evident to most readers that in order for
any enterprise in the field of new-build steam locomotive
construction to appeal to more than a very narrow customer
base, the ‘jump’ in design sophistication from the cylindrical
firebox to a true locomotive-pattern boiler must be made. The
natural progression from Georgina’s basic specification to a
locomotive of similar size, but with such a boiler, coupled with
the need to choose a relatively distinctive design – at least on the
domestic scene – led to the choice of the 3.5 tonne Decauville
‘Type 1’ as the next major NBES project.

NORTH BAY’S

EDGAR

NEW-BUILD FOCUS



Edgar is seenona sectionof tracknot
normally accessible to thepublic.
In the cabareBeamishMuseum’s
Paul JarmanandGemmaReed.



Evolution of the design
The evolution of the Decauville ‘Type 1’ goes
back to the late 1870s when Paul Decauville had
laid out his well known portable railway system
in three specified gauges: 400mm, 500mm
and 600mm. Track of the former gauge was
used to move exhibits at the Paris Exhibition
of 1878. It appears that the first locomotive
produced to run on such a system – Lilliput –
was built shortly afterwards to 500mm gauge
as John Fowler & Co (who adopted and then
adapted the Decauville system) built the earlier
of its first two ‘portable railway’ locomotives,
Hercules, to this gauge around the same time.
The one known photograph to have been

taken of Lilliput shows it to have been a
Belgian Couillet product – Decauville initially
outsourced its locomotive production – with
its characteristic pattern of round-bottomed
water tanks and ornate chimney. Inside
mainframes were fitted, along with outside
valve chests and motion, but details of the
motion are sketchy.
The surviving engravings taken from the

photograph suggest that the valve spindles
acted in a parallel direction to the pistons,
implying the use of Walschaerts’ motion
which would have been a relatively early
use of this arrangement. Nonetheless it
should be observed that another of the
Belgian manufacturers, Tubize, was the first
adopter of this motion for locomotive use
in 1873. The reason why this is significant
is that four early Couillet 0-4-0Ts of similar
pattern – dating from 1880-2 and fitted with
Walschaerts’ motion – survive in Spain. These
are constructed to a ‘compromise’ gauge of
550mm (presumably to gain a little extra
width for the firebox) and are of considerable
historic interest in the narrow gauge story.
The limitations imposed on the firebox

width by the use of inside frames eventually
proved intolerable and a change was made to
outside frames in the early 1880s. This was
reflected in the fact that whilst an engraving
derived from the original Lilliput photograph
in La Nature for 1880-1 shows the original
inside frames, a ‘doctored engraving in an
1890 Decauville catalogue taken from the
same photograph shows outside frames.
The classic early ‘3.25 tonne’ Decauville
0-4-0T is therefore represented in domestic
preservation by 600mm gauge Chuquitanta,
which has a similar pattern of styling above
mainframe level as the Spanish survivors, but
is fitted with outside frames and a canopy.
This locomotive was sold new in 1885 to

the Rodriguez Sugar plantation in Peru as
Decauville No. 36, but is in reality Couillet
No. 810.
Study of surviving locomotives in New

Caledonia suggests that Decauville appears
to have ‘cut the cord’ with the Couillet

lineage to create the true ‘Type 1’ (3.5
tonne) in 1898. By this stage, production
had moved in-house. Gone were the round
bottomed tanks – replaced by a simple
box-like configuration, the ornate chimney
and the original steam chest arrangement.
Apart from slight lengthening of the
mainframes at each end – as represented
by Bathala, the class had thus assumed its
classic mature form, although one ‘retro’
specimen of Couillet pattern, Works
No. 1785 of 1906, survives in Uruguay.
Today examples survive in Angola, South
Africa, Peru, New Caledonia and France.

Edgar’s construction
The construction of Edgar however, creates a
locomotive which is unique to the domestic
narrow gauge scene and is therefore very
much a worthwhile exercise. Since January
2017, when most of the illustrations for my last
report inHR230 were taken, work on Edgar
proceeded steadily, with the boiler, cylinders

and tanks being fitted by the early part of 2018.
OnMay 30, 2018, I was able to pay a visit

to NBES’ Darlington premises where a
compressed air test was carried out in the
presence of the locomotive’s purchaser,
bookshop owner John Sutton. This was
accomplished by means of connecting the air
supply to the left-hand injector steam feed take-
off on the steammanifold. This test having
proved successful, the next stages were boiler
inspector’s visit and running tests in steam.
In order to undertake these, it was decided to

move the locomotive temporarily to Beamish
Museum’s 2ft gauge line, where the necessary
tests were completed during the final week of
June. Following their completion, Edgar received
a public ‘mini-launch’ on Sunday, July 1, posing
for photographs with Beamish-built geared
locomotive Samson, before an afternoon spell on
themore rural section of the Beamish line.
Following its spell at Beamish, Edgarmoved

on to what is intended to be its permanent base
at Apedale in time for the 2018 ‘Tracks to the
Trenches’ event (HR244). It is hoped that at
some stage it may meet up with Chuquitanta

in order to illustrate the lineage of
its design.

North Bay’s next step
With Edgar completed, thoughts
now turn to other suitable projects
for the company. One question that
immediately sprung to mind was how
much of the company’s production is
in the railway sphere and how much
is taken up with other work. David

explained: “80% is railway. The rest is
traction engine and new-build boilers and
steam plant for boats.”
Asked what he felt the limitations of the

A leading right-handviewof the chassis. The reach rod fromthe reverser is locatedon this sideof the
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“We can build/restore locomotives up to the small standard gauge size.
Whilst working for a previous company, Mark built the NER replica G5
boiler along with the frames. More realistically, a large narrow gauge
locomotive could be built here, up to six metres long. New boilers can
be made up to a metre in diameter too.”
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company’s production capacity were, David
replied: “Currently, we can build/restore
locomotives up to the small standard gauge
size. Whilst working for a previous company,
Mark built the NER replica G5 boiler along
with the frames. More realistically, a large
narrow gauge locomotive could be built here,
up to six metres long. New boilers can be
made up to a metre in diameter too.”
The successful sale of Edgar contrasts with

the lack of early success in finding a customer
for the unfinished ‘Bullhead’ BagnallWendy
and this highlights an important problem in
relation to the production of narrow gauge
new-builds in recent years. Whilst it can
only be hoped thatWendymight ultimately
find accommodation in one of its natural
homes, namely the Groudle Glen Railway,
the Amerton Railway or Amberley Chalk Pits
Museum, it may be observed that there has
been an apparent policy of ‘stick with what we
know’ in this field.
Put quite simply, whatever the individual

merits of the designs, the preservation world
does not need more Ffestiniog Fairlies; Kerr
Stuart ‘New Type Wrens’ or ‘Brazils’ of
either type; post-1879 Quarry Hunslets or
‘Bullhead Bagnalls’ of any description – with
the possible exception of the proposed inside
cylinder design for the Great Laxey Railway.
When asked about what he would consider

to be his favourite replica, David appears to
concede this point: “The real personal interest
is a replica of Quarry Hunslet Britomart for
myself to be calledGethin, after my dad.
However, I cannot disagree with you that
another Quarry Hunslet would not command
the interest such as a Cranmore class Peckett or
a Black Hawthorn ‘4½ inch’ 0-4-0ST of the type
later adapted by Hawthorn Leslie as Little Nut.”

The next project to be undertaken is a
narrow gauge steam locomotive significantly
larger than Edgar – namely completion of the
replica 3ft gauge Sharp Stewart 2-4-0T Blyth
for the Southwold Railway Trust.
As regards future desirable replicas that

could be built by NBES, one can look no
further than some of the sentiments that were
being expressed by some patrons of the recent
‘Hunslet 125’ event on the Ffestiniog andWelsh
Highland Railways, when the 12¼in gauge
Fairbourne locomotive Beddgelert was taken to
its namesake station on a flat wagon in a mixed
train hauled by replica Lynton & Barnstaple
Railway ManningWardle 2-6-2T Lyd.
Opinions were expressed in favour of

replicatingHunslet 0-6-4ST Beddgelert in full-
size form and this would clearly be justified in
preference to the recently launched project to
construct a new-build version of Hunslet 0-6-4T
Gowrie.Whereas the latter was a flawed design
of little historical significance, save for the fact
that it was the last full-size domestically built
‘Fairlie’ of the pre-Preservation era, Beddgelert
represents the point at which the ‘Leeds
mainstream’ line of narrow gauge locomotive
evolution broke away from the limitations of the
simple four-coupled and Fell/Quasi Fell long
wheelbase six-coupled chassis arrangement.
In short, Beddgelertmade locomotives such

as Russell and Lyd possible. Subject to the
necessary support from a preservation body
and the public, a new-build Beddgelert would
make an ideal future project for NBES.
A question it seemed pertinent to put to David

was whether the company was prepared to
engage in any export work. He replied: “Yes – we
have a boiler awaiting funding from Sweden to
build.We have also had narrow gauge enquiries
fromGermany, France and Australia.”

The left hand injector, aNo. 5Buffalo–note its

position,mountedon topof the tank.Alsonote

the top-feed for thedeliverypipe into thebarrel

behind thedomeand thewastepipe returningwater

directly to the tank. The rear sectionof theblower

pipeand its associatedmanifold connectionarealso

visible in this view.

This is a close-upof the steammanifold showing the

feed to thepressuregauge (bottom); theblowerpipe

(centre left foreground); andbehind, the steamfeed to

thedrain cockmechanism.Thedisconnected take-off

is the steamfeed to the injector, temporarily inuseas

the compressedair intake for testingpurposes.

Visiblehereare the leadingportionof theblower

pipe, theupper surfaceof the left-hand side tank,

part of thedomeand the sandbox.Note the riveting

and the tank filler.

Inside the smokebox, the tubearrangement can

be seen, alongwith the steampipesandheader

(with lubricator feedpipe) andblastpipe. Thebasic

U-shapedconfigurationof theblowerpipe is also

verymuch inevidence.

Edgar is nowownedbybookshopproprietor JohnSuttonwhoposesproudlywithhisnewacquisition in the

workshopatDarlington.
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VOLUNTEERS

ByGarethEvans

VOLUNTEERS are the lifebloodofour

heritage railways.Without anarmyof

supporters, the railways andmuseumswe

all enjoyvisitingand travellingonwouldbe

forced toclose.

As in theworldofpaidwork, organisations

ofdifferent sizesoffer a rangeof

opportunities.However,what theycanall

provide ishoursof enjoyment, the chance

tomakenew friendsand togain skills and

experiences,whichmayprovevaluable in

furtheringyour career.Tohelpmaintainour

healthandwell-being,weall need tobe

able to switchoff fromourdaily trudge–

volunteeringonaheritage lineallows that to

bedonewith constructive, satisfying results.

I havebeena railwayvolunteer since

the tender ageof seven.Thewealthof

experiences I’vegainedhavehelped shape

measaperson–andassisted inmenow

being ina job I loveatHeritageRailway.

Outsidework, I’ve recently started learning

todrivediesels atCambrianHeritage

Railways–more ina future issueperhaps.

Friendships

areakey

part of

volunteering

onaheritage

line.David

Morris and

Phil Bradley

aremembers

of the team

atCambrian

Heritage

Railways in

Shropshire.

GARETH

EVANS

Get your hands dirty!



Singapore is seen inall its glory in
theopenair atRocksbyRail on
October16, 2016.ALISTAIR GRIEVE
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LOCOMOTIVE FOCUS

Gareth Evans learns about Rocks by Rail-based Hawthorn
Leslie 0-4-0ST Singapore – a registered war memorial that
saw active duty in the Far East in the Second World War –
which the Rutland museum is hoping to return to steam if
an appeal for £35,000 is successful.

S
EVENTY-five years ago – October 17,
1943 – the Japanese Imperial Army
completed construction of a 250-mile

long metre gauge railway to link Thailand
with Burma in support of its advancing
troops. The railway ran through thick,
inhospitable jungle and was built in a little
over a year by 60,000 Allied prisoners of war
captured in the fall of Singapore and over
200,000 Asian workers.
More than 150 million cubic feet of

earth was moved by hand to construct
embankments and cuttings and over nine
miles of bridges were built – including the
infamous Bridge on the River Kwai, which
was the subject of the 1957 epic feature film of
the same name.
To commemorate the 75th anniversary of

the completion of the railway and in memory
of those who suffered greatly but survived
and those who lost their lives, Rocks by Rail
(RBR) museum near Cottesmore in Rutland
is to place its FEPOW (Far East Prisoners of
War) memorial steam locomotive Singapore
on external display during the last open
day for this year at the museum on Sunday,
October 14.
RBR, the living ironstone museum, is

appealing for £35,000 to return to action its
saddle tank steam locomotive, which has been
a registered war memorial for the Far Eastern
Prisoners of War since 1998.
Currently displayed in the museum’s

exhibition shed, the aim is to steam Hawthorn
Leslie 0-4-0ST Singapore by the end of 2020.

Operationalhistory
In the early 1930s, to counter growing
tensions in the Far East with Japan, the UK
government embarked on a major expansion
of the naval dockyard in Singapore to become
what was termed ‘a Gibraltar of the East’. As
part of the expansion, a dockside railway was

built and in 1935, the Navy ordered a small
steam shunting locomotive of the ‘Munition’
class from Newcastle-upon-Tyne-based
Hawthorn Leslie.
Completed in 1936 as Works No. 3865,

lettered No.1 Yard No. 102, the 0-4-0ST
was dispatched as deck cargo to Singapore,
an island lying off the Malayan coast in a
strategic location to monitor and control sea
traffic in the region.
No.1 shunted wagonloads of supplies

between the ships and naval base storage
facilities and engineering workshops. The
system’s track mileage totalled 13 miles.
Locomotives, wagons and cranes were used

in the same way that today forklift trucks
would be used to move equipment around.
Tensions rose further in the autumn of 1941,

culminating in December with the almost
simultaneous Japanese surprise attack on
Pearl Harbour and invasion of the Malayan
coast. The defence plan for Singapore and
its naval base relied on the availability of a
modern air force and significant naval forces.
However, the Japanese quickly established
air supremacy, while the early loss of the
battleships Prince of Wales and Repulse to
Japanese air attack, left Singapore dangerously
exposed. The large coastal defence guns
at Singapore island guarding the ocean
approaches proved of little use in trying to
repel the Japanese attack from the mainland.
Despite valiant efforts to stop the Japanese
on the mainland, British forces fell back
to the island fortress of Singapore. During
the regular air attacks on the dockyard, the
locomotive sustained bullet and shrapnel
damage, which can still be seen to this day
(see separate section).
The situation deteriorated following a

Japanese assault on the island and on Sunday,
February 15, 1942 the garrison commander
ordered a cessation of hostilities.

HELP MISSION TO STEAM

SINGAPORE

“One veteran has recounted a story that despite their captivity,
opportunities were taken to sabotage or delay work. A small group of
prisoners were badly beaten up one day by the Japanese guards after
being caught removing dog spikes (steel fixings which secure the rails
to gauge) from the dockside track in an effort to derail the locomotive.”



Right:Singapore in steamon thedockside
atChathamNavalDockyard circa1961.

Thedriverhas just returned fromthe coal
storeand, judgingby theamounton the
locomotive, hewasn’t planning to return

thereanytimesoon.A SWAIN/RBR

Name: Singapore
Manufacturer: Hawthorn Leslie
Works No.: 3865
Year of manufacture: 1936
Type: 0-4-0ST
Weight: 21 tons
Length: 19ft 6in
Cylinder diameter and stroke: 12 x 18in
Wheel diameter: 3ft
Water tank capacity: 500 gallons
Maxworking steam pressure: 160lb/sq in
Fuel: Coal
Hauling capacity: 783 tons on the level
Special non-standard design feature:
Double ventilated metal and wood-skinned roof to cab
to try and keep the footplate cool in tropical climate.

LOCOMOTIVE FACT FILE



Onthe50thanniversaryof the completionof the ‘DeathRailway’ formerprisonersonceagain takeup

track tools at ImperialWarMuseum,Duxford.Singaporedisplays thenumberC5631of the Japanese

metregauge2-6-0 steam locomotive thatwaspresent at theopening ceremony in1943.RBR

Aclose-upof the locomotive’s nameplateand theplaquesdenoting its statusasanofficialwarmemorial,

withorchids, theFar East flowerof remembrance, as redpoppiesdonotgrowthere.GARETH EVANS
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ACCOUNTS from former prisoners confirm that Singapore
was put to work by the Japanese, often working alongside
parties of prisoners from a local camp.
One veteran has recounted a story that despite their

captivity, opportunities were taken to sabotage or delay
the work. A small group of prisoners were badly beaten
up one day by the Japanese guards after being caught
removing dog spikes (steel fixings that secure the rails
to gauge) from the dockside track in an effort to derail
the locomotive.
Another veteran was caught hitching a lift on the

locomotive along the dockside to save himself part of
the long march back to camp. This was expressly against
regulations and he was put in a military cell for a day.
In July 1953, the locomotive was loaded into the hold

of HMS Skua for the journey home, which took nearly six
months due to engine problems forcing a three-month
repair in Colombo.
A former crew-member recounted that the boredom of

the enforced layover was often relieved by a visit to the
ship’s hold, where the sailors stood on the loco footplate
making ‘choo-choo’ noises and whistling.

VETERANS’RECOLLECTIONSOFTHELOCOMOTIVE

Nearly 80,000 British and Australian
servicemen, in company with the dockyard
locomotive, became prisoners of war of the
Japanese. This was a military defeat of great
significance. Quick to take advantage of a
large new workforce, Allied prisoners were
put to work on menial jobs such as filling
potholes and sweeping the streets in order to
humiliate the once great colonial power.
In spring 1942, 60,000 prisoners were taken

to Siam to construct a 250-mile railway
through the jungle. Built in a little over one
year, the Japanese had little regard for the
welfare of the prisoners and worked them
at a ferocious pace. Tropical disease was rife
and with little medicine available, coupled
with poor diet and unrelenting hard labour
in all weathers, more than 12,000 Allied
prisoners of war and an estimated 100,000
native workers died. The railway project
become known as the ‘Death Railway’ and it
has been said that every railway sleeper laid
represented a life lost.
Following completion of the railway, the

prisoners were returned to Singapore where
many of them were housed in Changi Gaol in
dreadful conditions. Only the dropping of the
atomic bomb and the Japanese surrender was
to curtail their suffering.
While Allied prisoners returned home in

autumn 1945, the dockyard locomotive was
worked on in Singapore, before returning
to Britain in July 1953. Eventually, the ship
docked in Portsmouth in late December. The
locomotive was then taken to the Royal Navy
Dockyard at Chatham to resume its dockside
shunting duties.
A claim to fame is that the locomotive has

done more miles on a boat than on rails.
At Chatham, the loco received the name

Singapore in recognition of its service in the
Far East. The locomotive was used together
with others of the same design within the
extensive dockyard railway system to shunt
wagonloads of stores between the ships and
military storage buildings and engineering
workshops and to collect wagons from the
mainline railway at interchange sidings.
It was eventually retired from Royal Navy

service into preservation in 1972, with the
dieselisation of the dockyards. Part of the
Chatham site is today open to the public as
The Historic Dockyard Chatham, complete
with surviving standard gauge railway.

Battle scars
The locomotive did not escape unscathed
during the regular air attacks on the
dockyards. There are two areas of war damage
that are easily visible to this day.
On the underside of the driver’s side outside

cylinder casing, separate bullet entry and
exit holes can be seen. The bullet struck
the cylinder casing from above at an angle,
probably caused by an aircraft strafing the
docks. The round pierced the outer thin
metal casing and ricocheted off the main
cylinder casting, causing an exit hole through
the thin metal cover, bending it outwards
and backwards.
The second scar can be found about half

way along the length of the boiler barrel
underneath the saddle tank, where there is
a hole torn in the thin boiler cladding sheet
by shrapnel from a bomb, which had been
dropped and exploded nearby.
Neither of these events rendered the

locomotive unfit for use however, and it was
used by the Japanese during the occupation
on the dockside railway.



➜ The volunteer-run museum is open for public viewing on Tuesdays, Thursdays andmost Sundays (11am – 4pm), with special open days as
advertised and admission charges apply. Visit www.rocks-by-rail.org or call 07974 171068.

Singapore is seenwhile storedoutofuseatChatham

in1970. Itwas sold forpreservation in1972.RBR

In1996,Singaporebecame the first steam locomotiveoverhaul tobe supportedby theHeritageLottery Fund.

The£66,000projectwas completed in1998.RBR

Right:Abombshrapnel splinterhole in the

boilerbarrel cladding sheet,which canbe seen

on the locomotive to thisday.RBR

Left: Battle scars: Bullet holedamage in the

cylinder cladding sheet. Thisphoto showsboth

entryandexit, it havinghit themain cylinder

castingunderneathaglancingblow.RBR
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Preservation
The locomotive was initially preserved at the
South Eastern Steam Centre in the old steam
sheds at Ashford, Kent. However, when that
scheme did not succeed, the locomotive was
purchased by two founder members of what
is RBR today. In October 1978, Singapore
became the first working steam locomotive
in the collection after it moved to the group’s
then home in Market Overton. It was
subsequently relocated the short distance
to its now established home at Cottesmore,
Rutland in 1980.
In January 1992, Singapore was displayed

at the Imperial War Museum, Duxford,
where it was steamed on a short length of
track to mark the 50th anniversary of the fall
of Singapore.
The following year, at a museum airshow

day in October 1993, the locomotive
was specially steamed to mark the 50th
anniversary of the completion of the
Burma-Siam railway in the presence
of a group of veterans of the infamous
project. Veterans recounted stories of their
experiences and even took up some track tools
to commemorate their year of hard labour
and suffering.
The locomotive returned to the museum

on August 20, 1995 making a slight detour to
take part in a VJ FEPOWmemorial service at
Bassingbourn Barracks.
Donations from visitors during the

locomotive’s 3½ years of display at the
Imperial War Museum Duxford enabled RBR
to complete the purchase of Singapore from a
museum member.
Faced with the daunting cost of a major

overhaul in 1994, originally estimated at
approximately £50,000, the RBR prepared a
restoration scheme and submitted a bid for
Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) support in May
1995. The project’s aim was to restore the

locomotive to working order as a working
memorial to the courage, comradeship and
sacrifice of former prisoners of war of the
Japanese. Using an amended version of the
veteran association’s own motto, the objective
was: “To keep going the spirit that kept
them going.”
In 1995, RBR therefore became the first

volunteer-run museum to receive HLF
support for the restoration of a steam
locomotive to working order. The £66,000
project was successfully completed in 1998.

Nextoverhaul
The project to overhaul Singapore suffered a
major setback in March this year when parts
were stolen during a burglary at RBR.
“During an audit, it was discovered that

3½ eccentric straps and eccentric rods from
Singapore had been taken,” explained David
Atkinson, an RBR trustee.
“The eccentric straps and rods had earlier

been removed from the loco to undertake
repairs, following damage to a part of
one eccentric strap. The loss of these vital
components has put the potential future of
this historic exhibit as a working memorial
at serious risk. Trying to manufacture new
parts to replace those stolen items and carry
out other repairs to return it to operational
condition will prove very expensive for this
small volunteer-run museum.
“Volunteers are devastated and at a loss

to know why these particular items were
attractive to the thieves.”
Anybody with any information regarding

the whereabouts of the red-painted circular
metal eccentric straps with 4ft-long eccentric
rods attached and stamped with locomotive
number 3865 is asked to contact either David
Atkinson on 07717 946535, Leicestershire
Constabulary on 101 or Crimestoppers on
0800 555 111, quoting crime ref 18000118895.

OnFebruary15, 2002, the60thanniversaryof the fall

of Singaporewasmarkedwitha special steamingof

the locomotive. Thewhistlewas soundedat6.10pm

–themoment the surrenderdocumentwas signed.

By8.30pm,all fightinghadceasedand80,000Allied

servicemenbecameprisonersof the Japanese.RBR

Asked about what the overhaul will involve,
David replied: “In terms of boiler repairs,
we anticipate a full boiler retube to include
steam collector pipes in the dome, which feed
the blower and brake valve, together with
the small internal pipes that take the steam
brake release and the blower to unions on the
front tubeplate.
“There may also be some work to the

firebox seam rivets and mudhole door
openings and attention to the blowdown
valve, as well as replacement of the fusible
plug. A new set of firebars and miscellaneous
piping will be required too – plus the
replacement of some small steam valves and
parts which were stolen.
“The scope of repairs will obviously need to

meet the requirements of our boiler insurance
inspector so there may be some additional
items to add following a detailed survey
after dismantling.
“Other work would encompass the

manufacture of stolen valve gear, checking
valve chests and valve setting, platework
repairs to the saddletank and a set of new
brakeshoes, followed by a fresh coat of paint.”
Appealing for support for the project,

David added: “Any assistance offered which
would lead to the recovery of the missing
items would be most welcome. Similarly,
if owners of other surviving 12in cylinder
‘Munition’ Class locomotives can assist with
drawings, measurements, photographs or
temporary loan of parts for pattern making/
copying, such support would also be broadly
welcomed. Please contact the museum by
email on curator@rocks-by-rail.org
Donations by way of cheques should be

made out to Rutland Railway Museum and
handed in at the museum or alternatively
sent to: RRM Treasurer, FEPOWMemorial
Locomotive Appeal, 4 Main Street, Stanford
on Soar, Nottinghamshire, LE12 5PY.
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The solar trainatNorthBeach station.

THE SUNSHINE TRAIN!
Following a visit to Australia Rodney Towers reports on a heritage railway project
which claims to have developed the world’s first solar-powered train, a classic DMU
with a zero fuel bill!

B
yron Bay in New SouthWales is the most
easterly point in Australia, well known
for its wonderful surfing beaches, less

well known as the home of the director and
producer of the Crocodile Dundee movies, but
completely off the map with regard to any kind
of railway engineering.
That was until the Byron Bay Railroad

Company (BBRC) was formed to reopen a two-
mile section of main line track which had not
been used since 2004 following an NSW State
decision to suspend all rail services between
Casino andMurwillumbah.
The BBRC’s original plan was to operate a

DMU unit between Byron Bay town and North
Beach precinct which includes the Byron
Arts Estate, the Sunrise Beach residential
community and a modern resort complex.
A suitable DMU unit had been identified.

This was a two-coach train originally built at
ChulloraWorkshops in 1949 but withdrawn
from service in the mid-1990s.
This diesel unit had been purchased soon

after by the Lithgow State Mine Heritage
Park & Railway, but fully restored by Lithgow
RailwayWorkshop only in 2015. Since then the
train has been operating excursion trips in the
Lithgow City area of NSW.
During the approval procedures, Lithgow

RailwayWorkshop was invited to investigate
the idea of converting the train to solar power.
It concluded that this could be done, but it

would delay the opening of the BBRC project
for at least a year.

Project Outline
Lithgow Railway Workshop was tasked with
developing the basic design for the conversion
and various operational aspects of the project.
For the conversion work, it chose to partner

with Nickel Energy of Byron Bay for the supply
of all solar panels, chargers and associated
systems, and specialist electro motive force
engineers ELMOFO of Newcastle, NSW to
design and supply the new traction motors,
inverters, control system and batteries.
Overseeing the whole conversion was

Tim Elderton, director of Lithgow Railway
Workshop. Tim, who describes himself as a
‘steam and diesel man’ was previously a works
engineer with the State Rail Authority at its
Chullora LocomotiveWorkshops in NSW,
but more recently, he worked as a marine
engineer and consulting mechanical engineer
to RailCorp, prior to relocating to Lithgow six
years ago.
With the conversion underway, the BBRC

moved ahead to establish the infrastructure.
This work consisted of three primary items:
clearing, upgrading and reinstating the two
miles of disused track, the construction of two
new single platform stations at Byron Bay and
North Beach and building a new purpose-
designed shed at North Beach to safely house
and maintain the DMYU.

A special feature of the new shed was
the installation of a bank of solar

panels on the roof with a solar
generating capacity
of 30kw, enough to
power the solar train

for the planned five return trips a day.
All this work was completed to schedule and

ahead of the solar conversion of the train itself.
The principal features of the DMU

conversion may be summarised as follows:
■Removal of one diesel engine and redesign
of the space to house the two new traction
motors, reduction gearbox, the batteries
bank and inverters;

■ Installation of flexible thin film solar panels
to the roof of both coaches in conjunction
with the fitting of solar controllers within
the coach interior structure for feeding solar
power from the coach roofs to the batteries
bank; and

■Modification of the driver controls at
both ends.
Critical factors influencing the overall time

to complete the conversion work was the time
needed to supply certain parts from overseas
sources in China, the United States and Italy.
Other points of note are that the solar panels
on the coach roofs are designed to generate
6.5kw, which, along with regenerative braking,
assists in extending the period between
recharging cycles, allowing for four return
trips before the battery level reaches 75% and a
30-minute recharge from the train shed solar
panels is required. There is a recharge point
inside the train shed and on the adjacent North
Beach platform. One of the DMU’s diesel
engines has been retained in situ in case the
solar system should fail in any way.

Commencement of
solar power train service
During commissioning trials carried out
by the Byron Bay Railway and Lithgow
Railway Workshop, the newly-converted solar

powered unit easily reached the
designed speed of 37mph,

although operating

INNOVATION



The solar train crossingBelongil Creek.

Right: Solar

chargingpoint

fromsolar roof

panels in the

DMU’s shed.

Above: Solar train

engineerTim

Eldertonwith

the converted

heritageDMU.

The interiorof the convertedDMU.

Below: Engineer

TimEldertonat

the controls of the

solar train.

speeds on the BBRC service would be
generally 25mph.
This slower operational speed is more

governed by the number of passengers on
board and the practical issue of how quickly
the ticket snapper can check all the tickets
in the short distance between the two
existing stations.
The solar train was delivered to BBRC

in its original heritage livery in early
November last year. Local trials were carried
out to prove up all operational systems and
what BBRC claim to be the world’s first
solar-powered train commenced commercial
service on December 16.
Solar power has been used to power coach

lights and ventilation fans to a limited extent
on the Indian railway system, but the BBRC
train is the first instance where the traction
motors and all other on board systems are
powered by solar energy alone.
As I happened to be visiting my brother in

Byron Bay at the time, I was able to make the
four-mile round trip during the first week
of operation.
Impressive features were the very quiet and

smooth acceleration without any gear change
noises typically associated with DMUs,
because with these infinitely variable
controlled electric traction motors,
there is no stepped diesel throttle
and transmission direct
drive transition.
Tim Elderton explained

further that with the
consumption of 220kw of
solar power, the traction

motors develop the same torque and same
300hp as the original diesel design on one
engine, which is ample power for running on
level track.

Future commercial
possibilities?
In Tim’s opinion, the principal economic
benefits are lower running costs arising
from the fact that all power generated comes
from a sustainable and free source, the cost
of fuel is nil and there are no diesel engine
maintenance costs.
In addition, Tim pointed out that the solar

panel installation on the new train shed roof
was already generating surplus power to the
operational requirements which was being
fed back into the state grid and so generating
additional revenue for the business. During
my visit, I was taken into the new train shed
where a meter showing 27kw being fed to the
grid was clear confirmation.
This solar power train has certainly

aroused interest in railway engineering
circles and the Byron Bay Railroad/Lithgow
Railway Workshop partnership has already
received enquiries with regard to other
railway projects, which has to be very

encouraging for the future.
In my opinion, there have to
be other railway opportunities
for this new environmentally
positive technology.
In conclusion therefore
it seems to be very
much a case of watch
this space!

Asolarpanel ona coach roof.
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JohnCooper-Smithand John

Clemmensduring thebook signingat

theLocomotionmuseum inShildon

on January23when23outof the26

currentRail CameraClubmembers

werepresent.

The insideof a steamshedwasalways

a fascinatingplace for aphotographer

andnevermore so thanwhensmoke

andsteamwere swirlingaroundon

adaywhenstrongbeamsof sunlight

werepenetrating theatmosphere.

HereClass8No. 48122 is seen in

perfect conditionsatCroesNewyddon

March27, 1966. JOHNHILLIER

JohnCooper-Smithwasonhand
atRibblehead inFebruary2014as
darkness fell to recordaunique
imageof a southboundpassage
of a special trainhauledby Jubilee
4-6-0No. 45699Galatea.
JOHN COOPERSMITH

StephenCrook,whowas theRail CameraClub secretaryuntil his untimelypassing inNovember2011, took this fine shoton

August6, 1962,which featuresunrebuilt Patriot 4-6-0No. 45550 storming towardsShapSummitwitha southboundempty

stock train.Manyyearsbefore theMasterNeverersAssociation’s legendary clandestine cleaningexploits, Stephenhad

risenearly to clean the locomotivebut ranoutof timeas thedome ispartially cleanand the tenderhasnotbeen started!

Thanksaredue to JohnCooper-Smith fordigitally removinga tree thatwas in theoriginal picture.

STEPHEN CROOK/THE ARMSTRONG TRUST

SIMPLY THE BEST!
HeritageRailway readers are being invited to own a stunning newbook
showcasing some of the finest lineside photography of the past four
decades –while helping an international charitywhich cares for homeless
children found living on and around stations and their platforms.

R
arely have two seemingly
disparate hobbies –
railway enthusiasm and

photography – been for so long
inextricably linked.
Sadly, no photographs exist from

the dawn of the steam locomotive,
but there are plenty frommid-
Victorian times onwards, as
cameras with faster lenses and
shutters made photographing
trains more attractive and
indeed possible.
A landmark came with

the founding of the Railway
Photographic Society in 1922 by
acclaimed lineside photographer
Maurice Earley, who retained the
post of secretary until 1976!
The society retired with him,

but Carlisle-based photographer
Stephen Crook resurrected it
as the Rail Camera Club later
that same year, and the first
folio of images from the group
was circulated.
Back in those days, indeed until

fairly recent times, photography
was regarded as a hobby only for
the well-off. Most mere mortals
only had a snapshot camera and

maybe two or three rolls of black
and white film for holidays.
By contrast, digital rules the

roost today, and it is possible to
buy a cheap compact for around
£30 and download pictures
on to your computer free of
charge. For those who take their
hobby more seriously, picture
manipulation and adjustment
is carried out on a computer
screen, maybe with Photoshop
or alternative programmes that
come as freeware for the purpose
– as opposed to the traditional
red safety light-lit home loft
darkrooms of yesteryear with
their chemical baths.

Embracing digital
Yes, of course club members today
embrace digital photography,
but also produce ‘real’ prints for
fellow members to criticise, in
folio boxes containing their work
which are circulated around the
membership. The old skills are
still there!
In the autumn of 2016, club

secretary David Gibson suggested
that the 100th folio box, due by the

end of 2017, should be celebrated
– and the result was a landmark
exhibition of photographs at the
Locomotion museum in Shildon
earlier this year, part sponsored
by our sister title The Railway
Magazine. Not only did it include
images from all club members, but
several early ones from the NRM’s
own collection.
An accompanying hard-

backed 128-page book The
Photographic Artistry of Rail
Cameramen, produced by Silver
Link Publishing, showcases the
images selected to illustrate each
photographer’s work.
A donation of £5 will be

given to the Railway Children
charity for each book sold via
the reader’s offer opposite, and
includes a special bookplate
signed by the charity’s founder
David Maidment, book editor
John Hillier, publisher Peter
Townsend, The Railway Magazine
editor Chris Milner,Heritage
Railway editor Robin Jones and
the publisher of The Railway
Magazine andHeritage Railway,
TimHartley.

➜ To order a copy – price £25 including free postage – call our customer services department
on 01507 529529 quoting TRM140 or visit www.classicmagazines.co.uk/trm140
This is a limited offer. The final day for orders is October 31. Early sales so far have already benefited the Railway Children charity by

several hundred pounds. These pages feature a selection of images from the book.

READER OFFER



The fine latticeworkat Edinburgh’sWaverley station is seenat itsbest as rebuilt

Royal Scot4-6-0No. 46100RoyalScotheadseast around the city’s suburban lines

onAugust 29, 2016. JOHN CLEMMENS

Not only do you save, but for each

book sold a £5 donation will be made

to The Railway Children charity, an

international organisation working with

vulnerable street children in India, East

Africa and the UK.

In addition, each book will contain a

special bookplate signed by book editor

John Hillier, Railway Children charity

founder David Maidment, Nostalgia

Collection’s publisher Peter Townsend,

editor of The RailwayMagazine

Chris Milner, Heritage Railway editor

Robin Jones and publisher of

The RailwayMagazine and Heritage

Railway, Tim Hartley.

To order a copy call our customer

services department on 01507 529529

quoting TRM140 or visit

www.classicmagazines.co.uk/trm140

This is a limited offer. The final day for

orders is October 31.

Support the Railway Children
with this limited reader offer
HERITAGE RAILWAYmagazine, in association with our sister title The
RailwayMagazine and the Nostalgia Collection, is offering readers
copies of the new book The Photographic Artistry of Rail Cameramen
– featured here – for just £25, a saving of £5 on the published price.
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TRACK TALK STAR LETTER

READERRamonWilliams

has sent this viewof

Stourbridge shedsona

quiet Sundayafternoon

around1963/4.

“Iwasapasseddriver at

that timeandwewere

waiting to stable the

enginesoff engineering

works, thenaquiet

time till home time.

Stourbridge shedwas

a24-road roundhouse

shed,with some

passengerwork, but

mostly freight, and

whenwecameunder the

LondonMidlandRegion,

webecame2C.Brilliant

magazine– I look forward

to it coming.”

Be grateful for what we have already achieved
ASAbrief follow-uptoDerrickMartin’s

letterconcerninghisdesire toseemore

vintagetrains recreated,can I sayhow

very fortunate I feel in the fact that I’ve

just riddenonanexcellently restored

MidlandRailwaytrainatButterley (albeit

pulledbyaJ94)andalso in theAshover

LightRailwaycoachon itsGoldenValley

LightRailwaytoo.

In recentmonths I’vealsobeenona

Lancashire&Yorkshire,aMetropolitan

andaSouthernRailwaytrainat the

Keighley&WorthValleyRailway,GWR,

LMSandLNERtrainsat theSevernValley,

aMidland&GreatNortherntrainat

SheringhamandtheKnotty train

atFoxfield.

I’mwellawarethatmanymorerailways

arealsodoingagreat jobat restoringpre-

GroupingandBigFourcoaches. Idon’t

understandwhyDerrick feels‘sad’about

Manchester,Sheffield&Lincolnshire

Railwaycoachesbeingrestored inGreat

Central liverygiventhat theD7project

intendstocomplete itsnewlocomotive

inGCR livery,andbearing inmindthat it

is likely tobeat least10yearsbefore this

project iscompleted.

In themeantime, let’sallbevery

grateful for theeffortof thevolunteers,

andcongratulate themandwhat is

beingachieved.

DavidRSmith,email

Thebeautifully restoredAshover LightRailway coachNo.4at theMidlandRailway-Butterley.DAVID R SMITH

➜Remembering1T5740th
anniversary trip
ITRAVELLEDon the 40th

anniversary train commemorating

1T57, the‘FifteenGuinea Special’, on

August 10, 2008, and therewere a

couple of extra detailswhich should

perhaps be recorded alongside

your article in issue 244.

Like the original, the train started

at Liverpool Lime Street, butwas

hauledby 8FNo. 48151, instead of

‘Black Five’No. 45110, as itwas first

time round.

ManchesterVictoria had changed

enormously sinceOliver Cromwell

had lastwaited to couple up.

Indeed, therewas speculation that

itmight not appear at all, so tight

was the timescale for getting it back

intomain line condition.

There itwas however, contrasting

with the concrete, andwith one

little period touch.

Where nameplates hadbeen

removed –officially or otherwise –

enthusiasts painted in newones,

as an act of defiance. And so it

was that, for this recreation of such

an iconic event,Oliverbore the

1968painted version on its

smokedeflectors.

Any concerns about its condition

were quickly dispelled on the hills

of Lancashire andbeyond.

The return fromCarlisle over the

Settle &Carlislewas hauledby a

pair of‘Black Fives’, Nos. 45407&

45231, so that part of the line-up

was authentic also.

No. 45407 cameoff at Blackburn,

leavingNo. 45231 to negotiate the

weekendworks programme, back

to a rather late LimeStreet.

Amemorableday!

MervynLeah,email

➜Was this the last steam
departure fromaBRshed?
I RECALL correspondencewith

the lateAlanCastleof Preston,

circa2008.

Wewere trying toascertain

all of the ‘lasts’inAugust 1968.

I forget the sourcebut itwas

discovered thatBRStandard5MT

No. 73050hadbeen towed to9D

NewtonHeath for repairs ready for

its journey.

It thendeparted fromthere

forPeterborough,meaning that

NewtonHeathwas the last shed

fromwhicha steam locomotive left

in steam.

Unless anyoneknowsdifferent...

After all theseyears, thereare

still unsolvedmysteries.The

TrevorGreggarticle in issue244

hasansweredoneminorniggling

question though.Did the three

Carlisle locos turnatKingmooror

Upperby turntables?Neither, itwas

Upperby triangle.

SteveDymond,email

Brakes: am I missing
something here?
Asentimentexpressedduring

casual conversation indifferent

locomessroomsover theyearshas

been “....air brakesare stronger than

vacuumbrakes...”Well, I’d like tobust

thatmyth.Anybrake,whether air,

vacuumorhydraulic for thatmatter,

will onlybeas strongas theoriginating

designengineerwanted it tobe.Any

tinkeringwithbrakemechanismwill

only run the riskof lockedwheels

(wheelflats) or reducedbraking.

So I askmyself, if notbrake strength

thenwhat advantage is there in taking

boilerpressure, passing it through

complicatedmechanical apparatus

only to convert it into just another

kindof (air) pressure?And that’s before

considerationof the considerable cost.

I amtold that air reaction time

is shorter, a fewsecondsor so.

Okay, that’sprobably important to

theownersofTornado,whowill

beexpecting to spendagreater

proportionof any journeyabove

70mph. It’s abit rich for theauthorities

to insist on the fittingof‘racingbrakes’

tomain line steam locomotives at

the same timeas slapping speed

restrictionon them–easy spending

otherpeople’smoney, I suppose.

Please, someoneout there, just

what is the technical justification for

air brakesonsteam?BRnever felt

theneed.

NigelBarnes,Cheshire.
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OFF THE SHELF

ByRonStrutt (hardback,Crecy, 208pp,£24.95, ISBN9781
909328471).
HERE isa railwaybookthat inso

manyways isunlikeanythingthat

hasgonebefore.

It isnownearly70yearssincethe

Westerhambranch inWestKent

closed,andenthusiastsbanded

together to try tosave it, firstlyasa

commuter lineusingGWRrailcars

andthenasanout-and-outheritage

railwaywithclassic steam.

Theclosureof thebranch inOctober

1961happenedataseminalmoment

in thehistoriesofboththeUKnetwork

andthepreservationmovement.Yes,

therehadalreadybeenmanysuch

branchclosuressincetheUKnetwork

hadbeennationalisedonJanuary

1,1948,manyagainst thewishes

of local residents,buthere regular

usersstagedareal fight tokeepwhat

shouldhavebeenacommuter line for

Londonopen inthe faceofmounting

lossesandcriticismofBritishRailways

thatstepswerenotbeingtakento

helpmakethe linepay.

Alongcameanarmyofenthusiasts

and localpeoplealike in the form

of theWesterhamValleyRailway

Association,whoaimedtosavethe

line inoneshapeoranother,but

foundthemselvesgroping inthedark

againstawallofofficialbureaucracy

anddownrightopposition in the

corridorsofpower.

Yes,at thetimetheTalyllynand

Ffestiniograilways revivalshadshown

thatvolunteerscouldrunmoribund

lines,butneitherhadbeenpartof

theBRportfolio.Acoupleofyears

before, theBluebellRailwayhad

begunoperationsoverwhatseems

nowtobeaverymodestsectionof

theEastGrinsteadtoLewesroute,

but itsexamplecouldnot thenoffera

definitivepatternas tohowordinary

peoplecouldrunawholebranch line.

In thepressof theday,pictures

of localvolunteersclearingweeds

fromtheplatformsof theWesterham

branchgavecause foroptimism,but

itprovedafalsedawn, forofficialdom

didnotwant toknow.

Worsethanthat, itwas fearedby

SouthernRegionmanagersand

civil servantsalike thatavolunteer

takeoverof thebranchcouldprove

thatordinarypeoplecouldruna

branch linemoreeconomicallyand

effectively thanBR. If that indeedwas

theoutcome, itwasnotonethanwas

wantedata timewhentheknives

werebeingsharpenedforwholesale

closures tocut losses,aswasto

happenunder theblackcloudsof the

Beechingera,whichwasthen looming

onthehorizon.

Ithas longbeensaid that the

Westerhambranchwasclosed

becauseroadbuilderswantedthe

formationonwhichto layasectionof

theM25.Thatdidhappen–but the

authorproves thatwasnot thereason

for theclosure. Insteadof repeating

thisurbanmyth,hepainstakingly

went throughacollectionofhitherto

unseenofficialdocuments relating

totheclosure,andfindsout thatBR

hadstartedworkonelectrifyingthe

branch,and justhowclose theregular

usersof the linecametokeeping it

open. Itwasdowntothemanwho

later rubber-stampedBeeching’s

closure recommendations,Transport

MinisterErnestMarples, tosanction

the finalclosurehere.

History records thatwhenthe

Westerhamrevivalists then joined

forceswiththosewhosavedthe

Kent&EastSussexRailway,which

wasclosedbyBR,mostof the

locomotivesandstockthathadbeen

earmarkedforWesterhaminstead

went toTenterden.

Itmayhavebeenashortbranch line,

butwhathappenedatWesterham

haddeepramifications for the

heritagerailwaymovement,as the

webof intrigueunravelledbythe

authorexplainsstepbystep,witha

superbcollectionofarchivecolour

andblackandwhitepictures.

Sadly,RonStruttdiedshortlybefore

hismasterpiecewaspublished,and

soheneversawthefinal fruitsofhis

labours,whichhaveraisedthebar in

the fieldofbranch linehistories.

It shouldbeessential readingfor

anyonewhois interested inthe

railwayhistoryof the immediate

pre-Beechingera.

ASTANDOUTCLASSIC

CornishTraction
ByStephenHeginbothamand

DavidLetcher (softback,Amberley

Publishing,96pp,£14.99, ISBN9781

445678290)

THIS interesting

all-colourvolume

writtenby two

Bodmin&Wenford

Railwayvolunteers

covers theBR

Blueperiodof

1972-90, along

theCornishmain linebetween

PlymouthandPenzance, a time

beforeprivatisationwhentheduchy

remained in somethingofa timewarp

of semaphore signallingandcascaded

rollingstock.

Manyclassesofdiesels featuredon

express trains todestinationsother than

Paddington,while freightandparcel

trafficwasplentiful, alongwithother

trains, suchasMotorail and thePostal.

Oneodditywas thesummer

Saturdays-onlyMiltonKeynes to

Penzanceservice, usuallyClass

47-hauledandcompletewithaDVTat

oneendof thestock.

Steve is theBWRsignalling inspector

anda formercareer railwayman, and

Dave is a signalmanwitha longhistory

inCornish transportpreservation.

Their intimateknowledgeof

trackside locationsgives some

splendidandoriginal imagesofdiesels

in theduchyduringa transitional

phaseon the railway,not just in the

busy summerbut, also in lessbenign

winter conditions.

CORNISHRAILWAYHISTORYMUST

AtlasofRailwayStation
Closures

(hardback,Crecy,160pp,£25, ISBN

9780860936770).

IT is alwaysacause for jubilationwhen

anewdefinitive referencevolume

appears inouroffice.

This splendidA4-sizevolumedoes

exactlywhat it sayson thecover, and

does it verywell

indeed.

It’s anatlasof

theUKnetwork

thathaseach

linecoloured to

represent the

decade inwhich

it closed.Needless to say somanyare

colouredbright red, representing

theSixties,which included theage

ofBeeching.

Every station is likewisemarkedand

colouredaccording to its closuredate.

An indexat the rear lists eachclosed

stationand theexact closuredate.

A sizeableportionof the secondhalf

of thevolumecontainsblackandwhite

picturesof closedstations in their final

days,manyof themfromthearchiveof

AndrewMuckley.

For thosewho find rail systemmaps

fascinating,orwhowish to research

railwayhistory indepth,here is an

excellent ready referencevolume.

ESSENTIALREFERENCEWORK
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GARETH EVANS’ FULL LISTING OF OPERATIONAL LINES AND MUSEUMVENUES

SOUTH EAST
AmberleyMuseum&
Heritage Centre
2ft gauge, ¼mile.

Arundel, West Sussex.

Tel: 01798 831370.

Running:Wed-Sun +Oct 22,23.

Bluebell Railway
Standard gauge, 11miles, footplate

experience, wine and dine.

Sheffield Park, East Sussex TN22 2QL.

Tel: 01825 720800.

Running:W/Es, Tues-Thur + Oct 12, 22,

26, 29.

Bredgar&Wormshill Light
Railway
2ft gauge, ½mile.

Bredgar, Sittingbourne, Kent.

Tel: 01622 884254.

Running: Oct 7.

Bursledon Light Railway
2ft gauge, ¼mile. Bursledon

Brickworks Museum Swanwick Lane,

Swanwick, Hants. SO31 7HB.

Running: Oct 21.

East Kent Railway
Standard gauge, twomiles,

Shepherdswell, Dover.

Tel: 01304 832042.

Running: Oct 7, 27, 28.

Eastleigh Lakeside Railway
10¼in & 7¼in gauge, 1¼miles,

footplate experience.

Running:W/Es + sch hols.

HastingsMiniature Railway
10¼in gauge, 600 yards,

Rock-a-Nore Road, Hastings, East Sussex.

Running:W/Es + sch hols.

Hayling Seaside Railway
2ft gauge, onemile.

Hayling Island, Hants.

Running:W/Es, Weds + sch hols

Hollycombe Steam in the
Country
2ft gauge, ¼mile. Iron Hill, Liphook,

Hampshire, GU30 7LP. Tel: 01428 724900.

Running: October 7, 14.

Isle ofWight SteamRailway
Standard gauge, five miles.

Havenstreet, Isle of Wight.

Tel: 01983 882204.

Running: Suns, Weds, Thurs + Oct 13, 22,

23, 26, 27.

Kempton SteamRailway
2ft gauge, ½mile, Hanworth.

Tel: 01932 765328.

Running: Suns.

Kent& East Sussex Railway
Standard gauge, 10½miles,

footplate experience, wine and dine.

Tenterden, Kent. Tel: 01580 765155.

Running: W/Es + Oct 22-26.

Lavender Line
Standard gauge, onemile, footplate

experience, wine and dine. Isfield,

East Sussex. Tel: 01825 750515.

Running: Sundays.

MidHants Railway
Standard gauge, 10miles, footplate

experience, wine and dine.

Alresford, Hants SO24 9JG.

Tel: 01962 733810.

Running: W/Es + Oct 19-26.

Romney, Hythe&
Dymchurch Railway
1ft 3in gauge, 13½miles, footplate

experience. New Romney, Kent.

Tel: 01797 362353.

Running: Daily.

Royal Victoria Railway
10¼in gauge, onemile.

Netley, Southampton.

Tel: 02380 456246.

Running: W/Es + sch hols.

Sittingbourne&Kemsley
Railway
2ft 6in gauge, 1¾miles.

Sittingbourne, Kent.

Tel: 01795 424899.

Running: Dec 1, 2, 8, 9, 15, 16, 22, 23.

SpaValley Railway
Standard gauge, five miles,

footplate experience.

TunbridgeWells, Kent.

Tel: 01892 537715.

Running:W/Es + Oct 19, 23-25.

SOUTHWEST
AvonValley Railway
Standard gauge, threemiles,

footplate experience, wine and dine.

Bitton, Bristol.

Tel: 0117 932 7296.

Running: Suns +Oct 13, 27, 30, 31.

BeerHeights Light Railway
7¼in gauge. Off A3052, Beer, Devon.

Tel: 01297 21542

Running: Daily.

Bodmin&Wenford Railway
Standard gauge, 6½miles, footplate

experience, wine and dine.

Bodmin, Cornwall.

Tel: 01208 73666.

Running: W/Es + Tues-Wed, Oct 4, 11, 22,

25, 26.

Dartmoor Railway
Standard gauge, sevenmiles.

Okehampton, Devon.

Tel: 01837 55164.

Running: W/Es.

Dartmouth SteamRailway
Standard gauge, sevenmiles,

wine and dine. Paignton, Devon.

Tel: 01803 555872.

Running: Daily.

DevonRailway Centre
2ft gauge, ½mile. Bickleigh, Devon.

Tel: 01884 855671.

Running: W/Es + Oct 22-26.

East Somerset Railway
Standard gauge, twomiles. Cranmore,

Somerset. Tel: 01749 880417.

Running: W/Es +Weds.

The information in this list was correct at the timeof going to press.We strongly advise that you confirm
detailswith the railway concerned.

Gartell Light Railway
2ft gauge, ½mile. Common Lane,

Yenston, Templecombe, Somerset

BA8 0NB. Tel. 01963 370752

Running: Sept 30, Oct 28.

Helston Railway
Standard gauge. Helston, Cornwall.

Tel: 07875 481380.

Running: Suns, Thur + Oct 24

Launceston SteamRailway
2ft gauge, 2 miles. Launceston, Cornwall.

Tel: 01566 775665.

Running: Oct 21-26.

Lynton&Barnstaple Railway
2ft gauge, onemile. Woody Bay,

north Devon. Tel: 01598 763487.

Running:W/Es, Tue-Thur + Oct 22, 26.

Moors Valley Railway
7¼in gauge, onemile. Ringwood, Hants.

Tel: 01425 471415.

Running:W/Es + Oct 22-26.

PlymValley Railway
Standard gauge, 1½miles.

MarshMills, Plymouth.

Running: Suns + Oct 27.

Seaton Tramway
3ft gauge, three miles. Harbour Road,

Seaton, Devon. Tel: 01297 20375.

Running: Daily.

Somerset & Dorset Railway
Standard gauge, ½ mile,

Midsomer Norton station,

Silver Street BA3 2EY.

Tel: 01761 411221

Open Sun, Mon.

Running: Oct 27-28.

South Devon Railway
Standard gauge, seven miles,

footplate experience, wine and dine.

Buckfastleigh, Devon.

Tel: 01364 644370.

Running: Daily.

UP & RUNNING

LlangollenRailway-basedGWR0-6-0PTNo. 6430visited theNorthampton&LamportRailway for twoweekendsofoperationuntil September2. The locomotive

starred in the line’s 2018BankHolidaybranch lineweekend.KENNY FELSTEAD
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Swanage Railway
Standard gauge, six miles, footplate

experience, wine and dine.

Swanage, Dorset.

Tel: 01929 425800.

Running: Daily – except Oct 29.

Swindon & Cricklade Railway
Standard gauge, three miles,

footplate experience.

Blunsdon, Wiltshire.

Tel: 01793 771615.

Running: Oct 26-27.

West Somerset Railway
Standard gauge, 20 miles,

footplate experience, wine and dine.

Minehead, Somerset TA24 5BG.

Tel: 01643 704996.

Running: W/Es, Tues-Thur + Oct 1, 5, 29.

EAST ANGLIA
Bressingham SteamMuseum
Narrow gauge, one mile.

Diss, Norfolk.

Tel: 01379 686900.

Running: Daily until Oct 28.

Bure Valley Railway
1ft 3in gauge, nine miles,

footplate experience.

Aylsham, Norfolk.

Tel: 01263 733858.

Running: Daily until Oct 28.

Colne Valley Railway
Standard gauge, one mile,

footplate experience, wine and dine.

Castle Hedingham, Essex.

Tel: 01787 461174.

Running: W/Es + Oct 23-25.

East Anglian RailwayMuseum
Standard gauge, ¼ mile. Wakes Colne,

Essex. Tel: 01206 242524.

Open: Daily.

Mangapps Railway
Standard gauge, one mile.

near Burnham-on-Crouch, Essex.

Tel: 01621 784898.

Running: W/Es until Oct 28.

Mid-Norfolk Railway
Standard gauge, 11½miles, footplate

experience. Dereham, Norfolk.

Tel: 01362 690633.

Running: Oct 6, 7, 13, 14.

Mid-Suffolk Light Railway
Standard gauge, ½ mile.

Brockford, Suffolk. Tel: 01449 766899.

Running: Dec 2, 8, 9, 15, 16.

Nene Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 7½miles,

footplate experience. Wansford,

Peterborough, Cambs.

Tel: 01780 784444.

Running: W/Es, Weds + Oct 25.

North Norfolk Railway
Standard gauge, 5½miles,

footplate experience.

Sheringham, Norfolk

NR26 8RA.

Tel: 01263 820800.

Running: Sun-Thur + Oct 19-21, 26-28.

Wells &WalsinghamRailway
10¼in gauge, four miles.

Wells-next-the-Sea, Norfolk.

Tel: 01328 711630.

Running: Daily until Oct 28.

Whitwell & ReephamRailway
Standard gauge, ¼ mile.

Reepham, Norfolk.

Tel: 01603 871694.

Running: Steam first Sun of month.

In a timeless scene,Metro-Cammell three-carClass 101DMU, comprisingvehicles E51427, E59575andM50321,passesunder

Woodthorpe footpathbridgewhileworking the11.10amservice fromLoughborough toRothleyonAugust11, 2018. CHRIS GEE

HOME COUNTIES
Buckinghamshire
Railway Centre
Standard gauge, ¼ mile,

footplate experience.

Quainton Road, Bucks.

Tel: 01296 655720

Open: Sun-Wed.

Running: Suns + Oct 24.

Chinnor & Princes
Risborough Railway
Standard gauge, 3½miles.

Chinnor, Oxon.

Tel: 01844 353535.

Running: Suns + Oct 25, 27.

Cholsey &Wallingford
Railway
Standard gauge, 2½miles.

Wallingford, Oxon.

Tel: 01491 835067.

Running: Oct 6, 7, 27, 28.

Didcot Railway Centre
Standard gauge,

footplate experience.

Didcot, Oxon.

Tel: 01235 817200.

Open: Daily.

Running: W/Es.

Epping Ongar Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.

Ongar, Essex.

Tel: 01277 365200.

Running: W/Es + Oct 8, 12, 15, 19, 24.

Leighton Buzzard Railway
2ft gauge, 2¾miles.

Leighton Buzzard, Beds.

Tel: 01525 373888.

Running: Oct 7, 14, 21, 23, 24, 28.

MIDLANDS
Amerton Railway
2ft gauge, one mile.

Stowe-by-Chartley, Staffs.

Tel: 01785 850965.

Running: W/Es + sch hols.

Apedale Valley Railway
2ft gauge, ½ mile.

Apedale, Newcastle-under-Lyme,

Staffs.

Tel: 0845 094 1953.

Running: Oct 6, 7, 13, 14, , 20, 27, 28.

BarrowHill Roundhouse
Standard gauge, ¼ mile. Chesterfield,

Derbyshire. Tel: 01246 472450.

Open: W/Es.

Battlefield Line Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.

Shackerstone, Leics.

Tel: 01827 880754.

Running: W/Es +Weds.

CambrianHeritage Railways
Standard gauge, ¾ mile (Llynclys),

½ mile (Oswestry), footplate experience,

Llynclys station & Oswestry station

(museum open Tues-Sun).

Tel: 01691 728131.

Running: Dec 9 (Llynclys).

Nov 11 (Oswestry).

Chasewater Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.

Walsall, West Midlands.

Tel: 01543 452623.

Running: Suns + Oct 6, 20, 26, 27.

Churnet Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 5¼miles,

footplate experience,

wine and dine.

Cheddleton, Staffs.

Tel: 01538 750755.

Running: Oct 7, 14, 19-21, 31.

Dean Forest Railway
Standard gauge, 4¼miles,

footplate experience.

Norchard, Lydney, Glos.

Tel: 01594 845840.

Running: W/Es, Weds.

Ecclesbourne Valley Railway
Standard gauge, eight miles.

Wirksworth, Derbyshire.

Tel: 01629 823076.

Running: W/Es, Tues + Oct 25, 26.

EveshamVale Railway
1ft 3in gauge, 1¼miles.

A46 north of Evesham, Worcs.

Tel: 01386 422282.

Running: W/Es + Oct 29-31.

Foxfield Railway
Standard gauge, 5½miles.

Blythe Bridge, Staffs.

Running: Oct 7, 14, 21, 24, 26. 27.

Gloucestershire
Warwickshire Railway
Standard gauge, 14 miles,

footplate experience.

Toddington, Glos.

Tel: 01242 621405.

Running: W/Es + Tues, Wed + Oct 25.

Great Central Railway
Standard gauge, eight miles.

Loughborough, Leics LE11 1RW.

Tel: 01509 632323.

Running: W/Es + Oct 4, 5, 17, 24, 31.

Great Central Railway
Nottingham
Standard gauge, four miles.

Ruddington, Notts.

Tel: 0115 940 570.

Running: W/Es + Oct 4, 5, 17, 24, 31.

Midland Railway – Butterley
Standard gauge, 3½miles,

footplate experience,

wine and dine.

Ripley, Derbyshire.

Tel: 01773 570140.

Running: W/Es + school holidays.

Northampton &
Lamport Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.

Pitsford, Northants.

Tel: 01604 820327.

Running: Suns.

Peak Rail
Standard gauge, four miles.

Matlock, Derbyshire.

Tel: 01629 580381.

Running: W/Es + Oct 30-31.

Perrygrove Railway
1ft 3in gauge. B4228, Coleford,

Gloucestershire.

Tel: 01594 834991.

Running: W/Es, Tues, Thur + Oct 22, 26.

Rocks by Rail
Standard gauge, ¼ mile.

Cottesmore, Rutland.

Open: Sun, Tues, Thur.

Running: Oct 14.

Rudyard Lake Railway
10¼in gauge, 1½miles. Leek, Staffs.

Tel: 01995 672280.

Running: W/Es + Oct 29-31.

Rushden Transport Museum
Standard gauge, ¼ mile.

Open: W/Es.

Severn Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 16 miles,

footplate experience.

Kidderminster,

Worcs DY10 1QR.

Tel: 01562 757900.

Running: W/Es + Oct 4, 5, 29-31.

Sherwood Forest Railway
1ft 3in gauge, ¼ mile.

Edwinstowe, Nottinghamshire.

Running: Daily.

Steeple Grange Light Railway
1ft 6in gauge, ½ mile,

footplate experience.

Wirksworth, Derbyshire.

Running: Dec 15-16.

UP & RUNNING
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1907-builtOrenstein&Koppel 0-4-0WT
Utrillas is seenat theheadof apassenger

trainat the2ft gaugeWest Lancashire
RailwayonAugust5, 2018. SANDYDAVIES

UP & RUNNING

Telford Steam Railway
Standard gauge, one mile,

footplate experience.

Telford, Shropshire.

Email: sec@telfordsteamrailway.co.uk

Tel: 01952 503880.

Running: 2019.

NORTHWEST
East Lancashire Railway
Standard gauge, 12 miles, footplate

experience. Bury, Lancs.

Tel: 01617 647790.

Running: W/Es + Oct 19, 24, 25, 26.

Eden Valley Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.

Warcop, off A66,

Cumbria CA16 6PR

01768 342309.

Running: Suns.

Heaton Park Tramway
Standard gauge, ½ mile.

Manchester.

Running: Suns pm.

Isle of Man Steam Railway
3ft 6in gauge, 15½miles.

Douglas, Isle of Man.

Tel: 01624 662525.

Running: Daily.

Lakeside &Haverthwaite
Railway
Standard gauge, 3½miles.

near Ulverston, Cumbria.

Tel: 01539 531594.

Running: Daily until Oct 28.

Ravenglass &
Eskdale Railway
1ft 3in gauge, seven miles.

Ravenglass, Cumbria.

Tel: 01229 717171.

Running: Daily.

Ribble Steam Railway
Standard gauge, one mile.

Preston, Lancs. Tel: 01772 728800.

Running: Oct 6, 7, 27, 28.

Stainmore Railway
Standard gauge, ½ mile.

Kirkby Stephen East Station,

Kirkby Stephen,

Cumbria CA17 4LA.

Open: W/Es.

Running: Dec 8.

West Lancashire Light
Railway
2ft gauge. Hesketh Bank, Lancs.

Tel: 01772 815881.

Running: Suns until Oct 28.

NORTH EAST
Aln Valley Railway
Standard gauge, ½ mile.

Lionheart station, Alnwick,

Northumberland.

Running: Oct 27, 28.

Appleby Frodingham
Railway Preservation Society
Standard gauge, 15 miles.

British Steel Steelworks, Scunthorpe.

Tel: 01652 657053.

Running: 2019.

Bowes Railway
Standard gauge, one mile.

Springwell, Tyne & Wear.

Tel: 01914 161847.

Open: Thur-Sat.

Cleethorpes Coast
Light Railway
1ft 3in gauge, two miles.

Cleethorpes, North East Lincolnshire.

Tel: 01472 604657.

Running: Daily.

Derwent Valley Railway
Standard gauge, ½ mile. Murton Park,

Layerthorpe, York. Tel: 01904 489966.

Running: 2019.

Elsecar Railway
Standard gauge, one mile. Footplate

experience. Elsecar, South Yorks.

Tel: 01226 746746. Open: Daily.

Running: Suns.

Embsay & Bolton Abbey
Steam Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.

Embsay, North Yorks.

Running: W/Es + Tues.

Keighley &Worth Valley
Railway
Standard gauge, five miles,

footplate experience,

wine and dine.

Keighley, West Yorks BD22 8NJ.

Tel: 01535 645214.

Running: W/Es, Weds +

Oct 23, 25, 30.

Kirklees Light Railway
1ft 3in gauge, four miles.

Huddersfield, West Yorks.

Tel: 01484 865727.

Running: W/Es + Oct 29-31.

Lincolnshire Coast
Light Railway
2ft gauge, ½ mile.

Water Leisure Park, Walls Lane,

Skegness, Lincolnshire.

Running: 2019.

LincolnshireWolds Railway
Standard gauge, 1½miles.

Ludborough, Lincolnshire.

Tel: 01507 363881.

Running: Sept 30, Oct 14, 28.

Middleton Railway
Standard gauge, 1½miles.

Hunslet, Leeds.

Tel: 0113 271 0320.

Running: W/Es + Oct 31.

North Tyneside Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.

North Shields. Tel: 0191 200 7106

Running: Suns.

North YorkshireMoors
Railway
Standard gauge, 18 miles,

wine and dine.

Grosmont, North Yorks.

Tel: 01751 472508.

Running: Daily.

South Tynedale Railway
2ft gauge, 5 miles. Alston, Cumbria.

Tel: 01434 382828/381696.

Running: W/Es, Tues, Thur +

Oct 22, 24, 29, 31.

Tanfield Railway
Standard gauge, three miles.

near Gateshead, Tyne and Wear.

Tel: 01913 887545.

Running: Suns + Oct 13, 27.

Weardale Railway
Standard gauge, 11 miles.

Stanhope, Bishop Auckland,

Co Durham.

Tel: 01388 526203.

Running: W/Es + Oct 24.

Wensleydale Railway
Standard gauge, 22 miles.

Leeming Bar, North Yorkshire.

Tel: 0845 450 5474.

Running: W/Es + Oct 2, 9, 16.

YorkshireWolds Railway
Standard gauge, 300ft.

Fimber, East Yorkshire YO25 3HG.

Tel: 01377 338053.

Running: Suns.

WALES
Bala Lake Railway
2ft gauge, 4½miles. Llanuwchllyn,

Gwynedd. Tel: 01678 540666.

Running: Thurs + Oct 21, 23, 24, 27-31.

Barry Tourist Railway
Standard gauge, two miles. Barry Island,

Glamorgan. Tel: 01446 748816.

Running: Nov 5 (evening).

BreconMountain Railway
2ft gauge, 3½miles.

Merthyr Tydfil, Glamorgan.

Tel: 01685 722988.

Running: W/Es, Tues-Thur.

Corris Railway
2ft 3in gauge, ¾ mile. Corris, Machynlleth.

Tel: 01654 761303.

Running: Oct 20.
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01825 720800 info@bluebell-railway.co.uk

The Bluebell Railway | Sheffield Park Station | East Sussex TN22 3QL

Advance tickets available online at www.bluebell-railway.com

Up to 5 locomotives in steam - frequent departures
Special dining service hauled by 60009 ‘Union of South Africa’

Brake Van Rides - Full breakfast available at Sheffield Park Station each day
Buffets at Horsted Keynes and East Grinstead Stations open early

Guest Locomotives

A4 60009 ‘Union of South
Africa’*

Catch her while you can! One
of the last chances to see this
magnificent locomotive prior

to her withdrawal.

B1 61306 ‘Mayflower’*
Fresh from a recent overhaul.
Supported by locomotives from
the Bluebell Railway’s fleet.

*With thanks to John Cameron and David Buck respectively

Special timetable each day

Giants of Steam
12th - 13th- 14th October 2018
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Beamish

County Durham. The Living Museum of

the North. Open: Daily.

Col Stephens RailwayMuseum

Tenterden Station, Kent. Open: W/Es.

Tel: 01580 765155.

Conwy Valley RailwayMuseum

Betws-y-Coed, Conwy. Open: Daily.

Tel: 01690 710568.

Crewe Heritage Centre

Vernon Way, Crewe. Open: W/Es + B/H.

Tel: 01270 212130.

Head of Steam

North Road Station, Darlington.

Open: Tues-Sun. Tel: 01325 460532.

MuseumOf Scottish Railways
Bo’ness. Open: Daily.

Tel: 01506 825855.

Irchester NarrowGauge
RailwayMuseum
Near Wellingborough, Northants.

Open: Suns. Tel: 01604 675368.

Kidderminster RailwayMuseum
Kidderminster, Worcs. Open: SVR

operating days. Tel: 01562 825316.

Locomotion: The National
RailwayMuseum, Shildon
Co Durham. Open: Daily.

Tel: 01388 777999.

London Transport Museum
Covent Garden Piazza.

Open: Daily.

Tel: 0207 379 6344.

Manchester Museum of
Science & Industry
Castlefield, Manchester.

Open: Daily.

Tel: 0161 832 2244.

National RailwayMuseum
Leeman Road, York. Open: Daily.

Tel: 01904 621261.

Penrhyn Castle Industrial
RailwayMuseum
Bangor, Gwynedd. Open: Daily.

Rail Story
Ingrow, West Yorks. Open: Daily.

Tel: 01535 680425.

Shillingstone Station
Shillingstone, Dorset.

Open: Sat, Sun and Wed.

Tel: 01258 860696.

Somerset & Dorset Railway Trust
Washford, Somerset. Open: Weekends.

Tel: 01984 640869.

STEAM –Museum of the GWR
Swindon, Wilts. Open: Daily.

Tel: 01793 466646.

St Albans South Signalbox &
Museum
St Albans City station. Tel: 01727 863131.

Ulster Folk & Transport Museum
Cultra, Co Down. Open: Tues-Sun.

West Cumberland
RailwayMuseum
St Bees, Cumbria. Open: Monthly,

dates as per Facebook entry or email

petergrooke@btinternet.com

Yeovil Railway Centre
Yeovil Junction, Somerset.

RailwayMuseums

Fairbourne Railway
12¼in gauge, two miles. Fairbourne,

Gwynedd. Tel: 01341 250362.

Running: W/Es + Tues-Thur.

Ffestiniog Railway
2ft gauge, 13½miles, Porthmadog,

Gwynedd. Tel: 01766 516000.

Running: Daily.

Gwili Railway
Standard gauge, 4 miles.

Bronwydd Arms, Carmarthenshire.

Tel: 01267 238213.

Running: W/Es, Weds, Thur.

Llanberis Lake Railway
2ft gauge, three miles. Llanberis,

Gwynedd. Tel: 01286 870549.

Running: Sun-Thur.

Llangollen Railway
Standard gauge, 10 miles, footplate

experience, wine and dine.

Llangollen, Denbighshire.

Tel: 01978 860979.

Running: Daily.

Pontypool & Blaenavon
Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.

Blaenavon, Torfaen.

Tel: 01495 792263.

Running: Oct 27, 28, 30, 31.

Rhiw Valley Railway
1ft 3in gauge, ¾ mile, footplate

experience.

Manafon, nr Welshpool, Powys.

Running: October 6, 7.

Rhyl Miniature Railway
1ft 3in gauge. Rhyl, North Wales.

Running: 2019.

SnowdonMountain Railway
800mm gauge, 4½miles.

Llanberis, Gwynedd.

Tel: 01286 870223.

Running: Daily.

Talyllyn Railway
2ft 3in gauge, 7½miles, footplate

experience. Tywyn, Gwynedd.

Tel: 01654 710472.

Running: Daily.

Teifi Valley Railway
2ft gauge, ½ mile. Henllan, Ceredigion

SA44 5TD. Tel: 01559 371077.

Running: Suns, Weds.

Vale of Rheidol Railway
2ft gauge, 11¾miles.

Aberystwyth, Ceredigion.

Tel: 01970 625819.

Running: Daily.

UP & RUNNING

Invergarry & Fort Augustus
Railway
Standard gauge, ¼ mile. Invergarry

station, South Laggan PH34 4EA.

Running: 2019.

Keith & Dufftown Railway
Standard gauge, 11 miles.

Dufftown, Banffshire.

Running: 2019.

Leadhills &
Wanlockhead Railway
2ft gauge, one mile.

Leadhills, South Lanarkshire.

Tel: 0141 556 1061.

Running: Dec 2, 3.

Royal Deeside Railway
Standard gauge, one mile.

Milton of Crathes,

Kincardineshire.

Running: Oct 6, 7, 13, 14.

Scottish Industrial
Railway Centre
Standard gauge, ½ mile.

Dunaskin, Dalmellington Road (A713),

Waterside, Ayrshire.

Running: 2019.

Lothalmond RailwayMuseum
Standard gauge, ½ mile.

Scottish Vintage Bus Museum,

Lothalmond, nr Dunfermline.

Running: Oct 28.

Strathspey Railway
Standard gauge, 10 miles. Aviemore,

Inverness-shire.

Tel: 01479 810725.

Running: W/Es, Weds, Thur.

IRELAND
Cavan & Leitrim Railway
3ft gauge, ½ mile.

Dromod, County Leitrim.

Tel: 00353 71 9638599.

Open: Sat-Mon.

Downpatrick &
County Down Railway
Standard gauge, four miles,

footplate experience.

Downpatrick, County Down.

Tel: 028 4461 5779

Running: Oct 27, 28, 31.

Giant’s Causeway &
Bushmills Railway
3ft gauge, two miles.

Bushmills, County Antrim.

Tel: 0282 073 2844.

Running: W/Es.

StradballyWoodland
Railway
3ft gauge, ½ mile.

Stradbally, County Laois.

Running: 2019.

Waterford &
Suir Valley Railway
3ft gauge, six miles.

Kilmeadan,

County Waterford.

Tel: 00353 384058.

Running: Oct 27.

West Clare Railway
3ft gauge. Moyasta Junction,

Co Clare.

Open: Daily.

Welsh Highland
Heritage Railway
2ft gauge, one mile.

Porthmadog, Gwynedd.

Tel: 01766 513402.

Running: W/Es, Tues, Weds, Thur +

Oct 5, 26.

Welsh Highland Railway
2ft gauge, 26 miles.

Caernarfon, Gwynedd.

Tel: 01766 516000.

Running: W/Es, Tues-Thur +

Oct 22, 26, 29.

Welshpool & Llanfair
Light Railway
2ft 6in gauge, eight miles, footplate

experience.

Llanfair Caereinion, Powys.

Tel: 01938 810441.

Running: W/Es + Oct 29-31.

SCOTLAND
Almond Valley Railway
2ft 6in gauge, ¼ mile. Livingston,

West Lothian. Tel: 01506 414957.

Running: W/Es.

Bo’ness & Kinneil Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.

Bo’ness, West Lothian.

Tel: 01506 822298. Open: Daily.

Running: W/Es, Tues.

Caledonian Railway
Standard gauge, four miles.

Brechin, Angus. Tel: 01356 622992.

Running: Dec 9, 15, 16, 22, 23.

The information in this list was correct at the timeof going to press.We strongly advise that you confirm
detailswith the railway concerned.

TheShed47RailwayRestorationGroup,basedat theScottishVintageBusMuseum, isnowmarketing itself as the

LathalmondRailwayMuseum.Rides canbeenjoyedon the collectionof restored standardand2ftgauge rolling stock.

SHED47
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STAY A WHILE

BRMk.1built (1962)

TheMk.1 carriage sleeps up to six peoplewith

twodouble bedrooms, en suite, bunk room,

family bathroomwith over bath shower, openplan

lounge/dining area and a kitchenwith everything

youneed.The carriage also offers you thebest view

of the station, surrounding countryside andgolden

sunsets from the elevatedglass balcony.

NEW FOR 2018!

GWRTOADBrakeVan (Sleeps2)

Fitted kitchen/dining area, double bedroom,

Free SatTV, en suite shower room/WC, fully

insulated, double glazed andheated – the fully

glazed kitchen andbalconyprovidingpanoramic

views of the stationplatformandRotherValley.

AmmunitionWagon (Sleeps2+2)

Double bedroom, sofa bed, shower room/WC,

microwave, fridge, barbecue, individual garden,

fully insulated, double glazed andheatedwith great

views of the stationplatform.

WhynotcomeandstayatRailway

Retreats inoneofour converted

railwaycarriages locatedonthe

beautifulKentandEastSussexBorder?

StationRoad,Northiam,EastSussex,TN316QT

www.railwayretreats.co.uk

07494520867 /01797253850

■All our carriages are situated

on thebeautiful Kent and East

Sussex borderwithinNorthiam

SteamRailway Station, a

working station.

Youdon’t evenneed to leave

the carriage to get the full

railway experience as the

steam trainswill pull up at the

station just 20ft away!
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STAY A WHILE

Rowden Mill Station, a wonderful self-catering experience

Views over the Wall Hills • Open all year • Full weeks • Long weekends • Mid-week breaks

The Station building
sleeps 4 and the

Parcel Office sleeps 2
(6 people in total)

For rates and availability, call 01885 482101 or visit:
www.rowdenmillstation.uk

Rowden Mill Station is near
Bromyard, in Herefordshire’s
countryside

HEREFORDSHIRE

WEST SOMERSETWORTH VALLEYNORTH YORK MOORS

SHROPSHIRE

KENT & EAST SUSSEX

CUMBRIA

ISLE OF MANCORNWALL

To advertise call
Andrew Bruce on

01507 529310 or Craig
Amess on

01507 529537
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EXPRESS GOODS
Contact Andrew Bruce on 01507 529310 • abruce@mortons.co.ukCLASSIFIED

BOOKS

EVENTS FOR SALE

BUILDINGS

ENGINEERING

RAILWAYANA
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To advertise call

Andrew Bruce on

01507 529310



KEY■Major or featured galas ■ Diesel and/or electric galas ■ Thomas or family event

National

Collection

ownedNo. 60103

FlyingScotsman

continues todraw

in the crowdson

its travels. The

A3completed

twooperating

stints at theEast

LancsRailway

over theAugust

BankHoliday

andSeptember

5-8. Thepopular

locomotive is seen

passingTownsend

FoldonAugust 25.

It’s nextheritage

lineappearance

will beat the

NeneValley

Railwaybetween

September29and

October1, tickets

forwhichhave

soldout.

ANDREW

DENNISON

The autumn gala season is here
ByGarethEvans

EVENTSaimedatenthusiasts arenot in

short supply inOctober andFriday to

Sunday,October12-14wouldappear to

be‘the’weekendwhen it’s all happening,

withgalas at theBluebell, Llangollen,

NorthNorfolk andSwanage railways.

Celebrating70years since the1948

LocomotiveExchangeTrials, theautumn

steamgalaon theSwanageRailwaywill

bring together classesof locomotive

thatwere involved inBritishRailways’

experiment toexamine steamfrom

across thecountryonavarietyofwork.

In addition to itshome fleet, theSRwill

beoperatingvisiting locomotives that

ranon theSouthernRegionduring

1948, and those thatwere subsequently

inspiredby these tests.VisitingLMS

PrincessCoronationClassNo. 6233

DuchessofSutherlandwill certainly

makea fine sighton thePurbeck line.

Bluebell’s three-dayGiantsof Steam

weekendwill alsoofferpopular

locomotives,withvisitingGresleyA4

PacificNo. 60009UnionofSouthAfrica

andLNERThompsonClassB1

No. 61306Mayflower.

Dubbed‘AlongCambrianLines2,’the

theme for Llangollen’s autumnsteam

galawill be rekindlingmemoriesofMid

&NorthWales standardgauge railways.

Twoappropriate visitors areSevern

Valley-basedpannierNo. 7714andGreat

Central-based2MT2-6-0No. 46521.

TheNorthNorfolkRailway’s annual

SteamGala is nowalso takingplace that

weekend,havingbeenpostponed in

early Septemberdue to the fire risk from

the summer’sdry conditions.

Modern traction isnot forgotten

–ahighlightbeing theNeneValley’s

dieselweekend. In addition tovisiting

locomotives, attractionswitha

difference include theuseof theKof

shunteronpassenger trains andwhat is

believed tobeauniqueopportunity to

travel on theTASC trackmachine.

HeritageRailwaywill be covering

theseandother eventsover the

comingmonth.

12-14: LlangollenRailway:Autumn
SteamGala■
MemoriesofMid&NorthWales standard

gauge railwayswill be rekindled in‘Along

CambrianLines2.’

12-14:NorthYorkshireMoorsRailway:
Railways inWartime

12-14:NorthNorfolkRailwayAutumn
SteamGala

12-14:NeneValleyRailway:Autumn
DieselGala■■

Visiting locomotives confirmedare

Nos. 31162, 20059and50008GarciaHanson.

12-14: SwanageRailway:Autumn
SteamGala■
LMSPrincessCoronationClassNo. 6233

DuchessofSutherlandwill visit aspartof the

themeof celebrating70years since the1948

LocomotiveExchangeTrials.

13,14:RoyalDeesideRailway: Endof
SeasonGala

19-21: East LancashireRailway:
AutumnSteamGala■
Theall-steamhome fleet locomotiveswill be

supplementedbywhat theELRpromises to

be‘special guests’haulingpassenger services.

SPECIAL EVENTS

October
1:NeneValleyRailway:Flying

Scotsman

4-7:GreatCentralRailway:Autumn

SteamGala

5-7: FfestiniogRailway:Victorian

Weekend■

Soakup thenostalgia andsample travelling

in the immaculately restoredperiodcarriages,

hauledby fine locomotives. Passenger,mixed

and freight trainswill be inoperation.

6:Gwili Railway: EndofSeasonGala■

An intensive timetable to culminate the

line’s 40thanniversary celebrations.All the

operationalhome fleet isdue to seeaction,

plus ademonstration freight train.

6,7:ApedaleValleyRailway:Diesel

Delights■

6,7:Cholsey&WallingfordRailway:

WartimeWeekend

6,7: LavenderLine:MiniatureSteam

TractionEngine&ClassicCarRally

6, 7: StatfoldBarnRailway:

StatfoldAtWar■

Thehome fleetwill be joinedbyappropriate

ex-WarDepartmentLightRailways4-6-0Ts–

BaldwinNo. 778 fromLeightonBuzzardand

HunsletNo. 303 fromApedale.

7:WestLancashireLightRailway:

WorkingEnginesGala

12-14:NorthNorfolkRailwayAnnual

SteamGala

12-14:Bluebell Railway:Giantsof

SteamGala■

StarringGresleyA4No. 60009UnionofSouth

AfricaandThompsonB1No. 61306Mayflower.

Catch up with the latest

news, views and great

features every four weeks.

Issue 247 is out on

October 19, 2018.
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19-21:MidHantsRailway:Autumn
SteamGala■
First guest locomotive confirmed isNo. 7822

FoxcoteManor,withmoreexpected to follow.

21:AmberleyMuseum:Autumn
IndustrialTrains■
Steam,diesel, petrol andbattery locos in

operation–plusdemonstration runswith the

RoadMachines contractors’monorail.

27,28:RomneyHythe&Dymchurch
Railway: EndofSeasonParade

29–Nov3:CrichTramwayVillage:
StarlightSpectacular■
TheweekwhenCTV is illuminatedand the

trams run into theearly evening.

RAILWAYANA

October
6:GreatNorthernRailwayanaAuctions,
Poynton

7:BristolRailwayanaAuctions, Stoke
Gifford

27:PaddingtonTicketAuctions, central
London

27:TransportAuctionsofLondon,Croydon

THE MONTH AHEAD






