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Tel: 0151 733 3655 info@hattons.co.uk
17 Montague Road, Widnes, WA8 8FZ

Phones: Mon - Sat 7:30am to 6pm Sun 9am to 5pm
Shop: Mon - Sun 9am to 5pm

Est. 1946
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* MODEL RAILWAYS -

26,000+ items available on

00 Gauge (1:76 Scale)

Bachmann Branchline - Steam locos

31-127 Class 30xx 2-8-0 ROD 3023 BR black ear\y emblem

(RRP £129.95). . RGAIN £69

32-227DS Class 3F Jlnty 0-6-0T 7365 in LMS black DCC
sound fitted

32-850A Class 9F 2-10-0 92220 "Evening Star" in BR
reen late crest. . .. 6
2-353 Standard Class 4M

Preserved) (RRP £134.95)

Diesel locos

32-790 Class 37/0 37049 "Imperial"

" in Railfreight Coal
Sector triple gre £135.9

32-789 Class 37/0 37099 "Merl Evans 1947-2016" in Colas
Rail Freight NEW

32-377A Class 37/4 37401 "Mary Queen Of Scots" BR large logo blue. £1 17.26
32-818 Class 47/0 47245 in West Coast Railway Company maroon . £135.96

DMUs

30-425 Class 251 Midland Pullman train pack in Pullman
nanking blue - Collectors Edition £490
Wagons

38-900 BR Mk1 carflat wagon in BR bauxite NEW
Dapol - Steam locos
45018002 LSWR Class B4 0-4-0T 90 "Caen" Southampton Docks brown £93.50

4D-009-HATO7 Class 121 single car DMU 'Bubblecar' 55022 in orrgrnal
Network South East - Hatton's limited edition.
Hattons - Steam locos
H4-AB14-004 Andrew Barclay 0-4-0ST 14” 1863 Caledonian Railway
£99

H4-AB16-002 Andrew Barclay 0-4-0ST 1 2043 'No 6'in NCB green £99
H4-P-001 SECR P Class 0-6-0T 178 in SE&CR full lined green (with brass) £99

H4-P-015 SECR P Iass 0-6-0T 27 in SE&CR full lined
green (with polished brass) £99
H4-P-016 SECR P Class 0-6-0T 31556 in BR black early emblem. . . £

H4-P-012 SECR P Class 0-6-0T 323 “Bluebell” in Bluebell
Railway lined blue (20105) .£99
H4-P-004 SECR P Class 0-6-0

lettering

25 SR lined Maunsell green M
. £99
Wagons

H4- WW DOGA Warwell wagon 50t diamond frame bogies M360337 BR

grey N £3.

H4-WW-001A Warwell wagon 50t diamond frame bogies
MS.3 in WD (GWR) NE'
H4-WW-002A Warwell wagon 50t d
(LMS) NEW
H4-WW-020 Warwell wagon
MOD 2000s olive - weathered

Heljan - Steam locos
4780 Class 47xx 2-8-0 "Night Owl" 4704 in GWR green shirtbutton emblem£154

4781 Class 47xx 2-8-0 'Night Owl' 4705 in GWR green NEW
£154

Great Western letterin,

371-398 Class 66/7 66779 “Evening Star” in BR green
£114.71

. GBRF branding NEW

009 Narrow Gauge
Bachmann Branchline - Steam locos

391-028 Baldwin Class 10-12-D 4-6-0T "Hummy" in
L £1

4| Ashover Railway black - weathered .

3920 Class 02/4 Tango 2-8-0 3962 in LNER black flush
tender (RRP £184.95) BAR
3922 Class 02/4 Tango 2-8-0 63975 in BR black late crest flush tender
(RRP £184.9! BARGAIN £89
3923 Class O: Tango 2-8-0 63982 in BR black late crest ﬂush tender
(RRP £184.9 BARGA £89
Diesel locos
2930 Class 07 shunter 07001 in Harry Needle Railroad Company -
Exclusive to Hattons Model Railways £
Electric locos
7601 Class 76 EM1 Woodhead electric E26051 in BR green haIl ye\low
panels - Ltd Ed for Olivias Trains 1RHP £160)
9007 Metropolitan Bo-Bo electric 11 “George
Transport maroon (RRP £139.95) .
9009 Metropolitan Bo-Bo electric 1 ‘n Londo
Metropolitan (1990s preserved condmon) (RRP £139.95)BARGAIN . .£74
9008 Metropolitan Bo-Bo electric 12 "Sarah Siddons" in Metropoman (As
currently preserved) (RRP £139.95). . BARG £74
Man-made scenic structure - rarlway

related

89121 27.4 metre (90ft) Motorised turntable - ready for installation. For
HO/OO scales. DCC ready. £199

Hornby - Steam locos

R3612 80th Anniversary of World Steam Record pack gold-plated
Class A4 4468 "Mallard" and commemorative box set 84

R3619 Cla 4073 'Castle' 4-6-0 5013 "Abergavenny
Castle" in BR green late crest

6
R3313 Class 4F 0-6-0 4323 in LMS Black (RRP £99.99)BARGAIN . . .£58

R3618 Class 7P6F Rebuilt Battle of Britain 4-6-2 340
"Royal Observer Corps" in BR green late crest .

R3630 Class A4 4-6-2 4493 "Woodcock” in LNER apple green .

R3676 Class A4 4468 "Mallard" in LNER garter blue - as preserved 2152

R3550 Class W4 Peckett 0-4-0ST 883 in Lilleshall Co .

3 | R3419 Drummond Class 700

(RRP £124.99). .
Diesel locos

R3392TTS Class 40 40164 in BR blue - TTS sound lmed Har\road
Range (RRP £99.99 ARGA

R3606 5-BEL Pullman Brighton Belle EMU end vehicles in
Pullman umber and cream small yellow panels NEW £160
R3341 Class 2-HAL 2 Car EMU 2677 in BR biue (RRP £130.25)BARG

R4871 Pack of three centre coaches for 5-BEL Brighton
..£144

124 | Belle in Pullman umber and cream NEW .

Train sets - digital

ort/ | 1126 Mixed Freight DCC digital train set Class 08 0-6-0 BR drese\
£17

electric loco, steam loco & 4 wagons (RRP £264.99)BARGAL!

- BARGAIN -

R1125 Somerset Belle train set Class 3F 0-6-0 S&DJR 0-6-0 steam
DCC control (RRP £210.99) .BARGAIN..... £130

Coaches

R4873 LMS Stanier Period Ill coaches in LMS Coronation
Scot crimson lake - pack of three NEW £

391-026 Baldwin Class 10-1
Highland Railway black . ..

O Gauge (1:43 Scale)

Dapol - Steam locos

75-026-004U Class 3F Jinty' 0-6-0T BR black late crest - unnumbered £191.25
75-007-004S Class 57xx 0-6-OPT pannier L94 in London Transport
maroon - DCC sound fitted NEW £36:

Heljan - Steam locos

D 4-6-0T 590 in Welsh
£123.2

6101 Class 61xx 'Large Prairie' 2-6-2T 6106 in GWR green
GWR lettering - as preserved NEW. .

6100 Class 61xx ‘Large Prairie' 2-6-2T 6110 in GWR green
Great Western lettering NEW £500

6104 Class 61xx 'Large Prairie' 2-6-2T 6132 in BR lined
green late crest NEW £5

6102 Class 61xx 'Large Prairie' 2-6-2T 6144 in BR black
early emblem NEW £500

R4860 Pullman J Type 'Devon Belle' observation car
No.13 in Pullman umber and cream NEW

Oxford Diecast - Commercial vehicles
76TPU001 Ford Transit Dropside - Stobart Rail
Farming & Constructron
76JCX001 JCB 3CX - 1980s . . e

N Gauge

Graham Farish - Diesel locos
371-470 Class 37/0 37068 “Grainflow” in BR Railfreight triple grey
distribution sector NEW

R3658 Class 50 50033 "Glorious" in revised Network NEW
£136

SouthEast NEW.

ARGAIN. . . .£340

5289 Class 52 D1067 "Western Druid" in BR blue -
weathered NEW £480

All items in stock when advert created

£2 P&P for single diecast items , , !
Prices valid until 01/11/18 . Errors excepted

£7 P&P Next Day (Orders before 2pm)

UK P&P £4



OPINION

This is one of the mostimportant photographs in the history of railway preservation, which has hit dizzy new heights with the restoration of the grounded body of
pioneer NER petrol-electricrailcar No. 3170, builtin 1903 and which last ran 88 years ago, to full working order, complete with the newest diesel engine type to be
built in Britain. As highlighted in issue 244, this ground-breaking vehicle, which also has a trailer, is the definitive missing link between the steam age (in the form of
railmotors) and modern traction, as represented by diesel and electric railcars and DMUs and EMUs, which form the backbone of passenger trains on today’s network.
Seen undergoing breaking tests on the Embsay & Bolton Abbey Railway on September 5, the culmination of this project is a monument to the vision of acclaimed
vintage carriage restorer Stephen Middleton and the sterling efforts of the NER 1903 Electric Autocar Trust. This historically-priceless vehicle is set to enter service on
theline in late October. ALAN CHANDLER/NER 1903 ELECTRIC AUTOCAR TRUST.
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Safety and security
must come first

conflicts between the requirements of rails and

the ambitions of cyclepath promoters have
often been vexed issues, the latest manifestation
being the controversy over the use of the footbridge
that links Totnes to the South Devon Railway’s Totnes
(Riverside) terminus and the town’s magnificent rare
breeds farm next door that, as an animal lover, is the
finest of its type | have ever seen.

So far the railway has refused to allow the
footbridge to become part of a long-distance
cyclepath stretching across southern England from
the Kent coast to south Cornwall,
and it has come under a barrage of
criticism from local politicians at all
levels for taking this stance.

There are two factors at play
here. Firstly, the footbridge would
need to be open 24 hours a day. So
who would be funding the cost of
additional security at the station
and the farm park?

Two years ago, | presented the Heritage Railway
Association’s Interpretation Award, which this
magazine sponsors, to this railway for the creation
of this station, using buildings saved from closed
GWR stations across the former Swindon empire.
Uninformed visitors would never guess in a million
years that while everything they see there is genuine,
nothing is new, but rebuilt on what was once an
empty muddy greenfield site.

Sadly, our magazine regularly carries stories about
vandalism of heritage railway buildings and rolling
stock, which in far too many cases ends without
the culprits being caught or given meaningful
punishment as a deterrent to others. I'm all in favour

DURING my two decades in railway journalism,

“If it works, why
fix it — or why
throw a spanner
in the works?”

of green transport, but it should never be at the cost
of our heritage. At the moment the sites accessed by
that bridge are secured at night, and must remain so.

Secondly, according to the recommended
measurements in what else but a document by
cyclepath organisation Sustrans, the current bridge
is far too narrow to be shared by both cyclists and
pedestrians. What happens in the event of a cyclist
hitting walkers and causing injury? Who is liable for
compensation? Who will meet bridge owner the
railway’s insurance costs and liabilities? Don't all rush
atonce.

I have extensively read the local
media’s coverage of this issue.

The railway is being painted in a
negative light, and has even been
accused of ‘dividing the community;
i.e.Totnes and the village of
Littlehempston to the north. Erm,
er... I have always assumed that
these communities were or are
already ‘divided’ by the River Dart, which passes
between them.

The other and sensible alternative here is to build
a second river crossing for the cycleway at a cost
of £500,000, which, of course, austerity-hit local
authorities cannot afford at present and are whinging
about it. Yet, if the cyclepath is to bring the major
benefits to Totnes that its proponents claim, surely
this should be seen as a justifiable investment?

The railway and the farm park are doing very nicely
without an unnecessary burden being imposed on
them, and they are both treasured gems of the local
tourist economy. If it works, why fix it — or why throw a
spanner in the works?

Robin Jones Editor
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East Somerset’s 68
friendly line

Steve Roberts enjoys a warm
welcome at the East Somerset Railway
and finds a line which is going from
strength to strength, with rising
passenger numbers and an excellent
reputation for steam locomotive and
rolling stock restoration.

North Bay’s Edgar

Mark Smithers welcomes a distinctive

addition to the ranks of

Britain’s narrow gauge new-

| build steam locomotives
—and also learns about
M the latest developments
| at North Bay Engineering
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- Help Mission To

- Steam Singapore

. Gareth Evans learns about Rocks

. by Rail-based Hawthorn Leslie

i 0-4-0ST Singapore - a registered

. war memorial that saw active duty
© in the Far East in the Second World
. War — which the Rutland museum
. is hoping to return to steam if an

i appeal for £35,000 is successful.

s T T P ——

~ NeneValley on September 2 during the line’s
- . Green gala.BEN SCOTT -
COVER: LMS Princess Coronation PacificNo. 6223
~ Duchess of Sutherland fresh from overhaul and all set
- totake the main line by storm again, is unveiled in its

. new crimson lake livery outside its West Shed home at
| Swanwick Junction at the Midland Railway-Butterley on

| September 9. ROBIN JONES

- The sunshine train! 86
: Following his recent visit to Australia,
. Rodney Towers reports on a unique

. heritage railway project in Byron

i Bay, New South Wales, which claims

. to have developed the world’s first
solar-powered train, a classic DMU

. which now runs on sunlight and has
i azero fuel bill.

Heritage Railway readers are being

. invited to own a stunning new book

. showcasing some of the finest lineside
i photography of the past four decades
. —while helping an international

. charity which cares for homeless

. children found living on and around

i stations and their platforms.
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Vintage Trains gets TO

By CedricJohns

VINTAGE Trains, the Tyseley Locomotive
Works-based railtour promoter, has been
granted Train Operating Company status.

On September 5, a spokesman for
the Office of Rail & Road confirmed
that the operating licence had been
granted, enabling the company to run
a passenger service of express steam
trains with Pullman dining on the
national network.

The status has come, after months of
discussions, meetings and fundraising
via a share issue, as a tremendous boost
to Vintage Trains'chairman Michael
Whitehouse, whose aspirations have
been not only to see railtours departing
from Warwick Road once again, but to be
able to plan and run Vintage Trains'main
line operations in its own right.

AVintageTrains statement said:
“Gaining TOC status is the start of an
exciting journey to develop Tyseley into

a centre of excellence in the running and
ongoing preservation of steam on the
main line for future generations to enjoy
and in turn, maintain the heritage skills
required to do so.

“The story also includes significant
engagement with the local community
in Birmingham and the West Midlands
and investment in the Tyseley
Locomotive Works infrastructure”’

The last Vintage Trains'excursion,

‘The Christmas White Rose; a trip from
Tyseley’s Warwick Road platform to York
via Tamworth, Burton-on-Trent and
Chesterfield, was worked by Castle class
4-6-0 No. 5043 Earl of Mount Edgcumbe
on Saturday, December 16.

That trip nine months ago marked the
end of Vintage Trains'association with
train operator West Coast Railways, which
had withdrawn its operating services
because of crew shortages! It also marked
the end of Vintage Trains'railtour business
prior to getting the TOC licence.

The situation fired the company’s
determination to return to the main
line and control its own destiny, leading
to the formation of the Vintage Trains
Community Benefit Society &Train
Operating Company set up to finance
the re-emergence of steam hauled
trains on the main line, the development
of supporting management teams,
atraffic department and enhanced
engineering capabilities.

Atarget of raising £800,000 in
shareholdings was set —in minimums
of £500 £1 shares —~which was required
by May 31 to ensure the success of
the promotion.

Since then, additional shares have been
on offer over the following six--month
period ending November 30.

Michael described it as“the first public
share offer in a new British main line
railway company for over 100 years.’

A major priority will be the task of
organising and implementing main

C status

line certification for Tyseley’s flagship
WR4-6-0 No. 7029 Clun Castle, which
was due to be in steam at the new TOC'’s
media launch on September 18.

With another two Castles and Hall on
Tyseley’s books, the future for Vintage
Trains looks bright plus of course,
the agreement reached with the 8P
Locomotive Trust that the unique
three-cylinder 4-6-2 No. 71000 Duke of
Gloucester will become available when its
current overhaul at Tyseley is completed.

Vintage Trains has also confirmed
that highly respected steam driver
Ray Churchill, who retired from West
Coast Railway in April 2016 after a railway
career spanning 59 years beginning at
Bescot shed in 1957, has come out of
retirement to join Vintage Trains Limited
as a steam driver.

The company said:“He will also be
instrumental in the instruction of the next
generation of drivers.’Ray lives locally,
near the Severn Valley Railway.

Earl of Mount Edgcumbe
farewell at open day

TYSELEY'S 50th anniversary open
weekend of September 29-30 will see
Castle 4-6-0 No. 5043 Earl of Mount
Edgcumbe steaming in public for the last
time before its 10-year overhaul.

Itis able to steam on the occasion
after some repairs were undertaken in
the workshops.

As reported last month, the high-profile
event will see a unique line-up of four
Castles — the others being No. 7029 Clun
Castle, No. 5080 Defiant and the to-be-
restored No. 7027 Thornbury Castle.

It will also see the return to steam of
Keighley & Worth Valley Railway-based
LMS Jubilee 4-6-0 No. 45596 Bahamas,
following its overhaul in the Tyseley
workshops, and an appearance by two
items of traction from the former Sutton
Miniature Railway, 4-4-2 No.2 Sutton Flyer
and the line's GWR railcar.In action on a
15in gauge line will be former Fairbourne
Railway flagship 4-4-2 Count Louis and
there will also be a 10%4in gauge linein

The gallopers from the opening
sequence of ITV’s Vanity Fair will
be working at the Tyseley 50th
anniversary open weekend. VT

operation and a display of 74in gauge
locomotives from the Great Cockrow
Railway, which is also celebrating its 50th
anniversary, as featured in issue 244.
AWest Midlands Trains Class 172 unit
will be displayed, as will be two steam
road rollers together with showman's
engine Repulse and an organ, in addition
to steam gallopers that feature in the
title sequence of the new TV period
dramatisation of Vanity Fair.

A UNIQUE loan visit - that of a Swiss rack railway steam locomotive to the
Snowdon Mountain Railway - was taking place throughout September. The
Brienz Rothorn Bahn’s No.2, which was built in the same workshops as the
Snowdon steam fleet more than 125 years ago, was giving passengers four
free trips a day from Llanberis to Waterfall Halt after making the 900-mile
journey from its home in the Alps. The visit, which as previously reported
has been in the planning stage for several months, was organised with

the help of the Switzerland Travel Centre. No.2 is seen at Llanberis next to

Snowdon’s ‘sister’ No.3 Wyddfa. SMR

‘Number 9’ set to steam for

THE planned static display retirement

of John Cameron’s LNER A4 Pacific

No. 60009 Union of South Africa looks set
to be postponed for at least 12 months
following reports that the planning
application for his proposed railway
museum and visitor centre on his sheep
farm near Kilconquhar has been rejected
by Fife Council.

John had hoped that the building
would have been completed in time for
the A4's retirement from the main line
next July, thus allowing the A4 to go on
display alongside his other locomotive,

6 Heritagerailway.co.uk

K4 2-6-0 No. 61994 The Great Marquess
and support coach BSK No. 35486.

New home at the Moors?

It is understood that one of the issues

that Fife Council has is that there

is already the Museum of Scottish

Railways located at Bo'ness, making

it difficult to justify giving planning

permission for a similar museum.
With work yet to start at John's

Balbathie Farm, it is now impossible for

any such museum to be completed

by next summer, forcing alternative

another year as plan fails

arrangements to be made for
both locomotives.

Sources close to the A4 have said that
negotiations with the North Yorkshire
Moors Railway are under way with a
view to No. 60009 being based there for
atleast 12 months, commencing from
next July. The K4 is currently on display at
Bo'ness and this arrangement is expected
to be extended by a similar period.

John's decision to base both
locomotives at his farm has divided the
enthusiast community, with many saying
that, although they are disappointed at

the decision, they respect his right to do
as he wishes with his property.

Split opinions

Others, however, have been rather more
vocal in their disapproval, claiming that
it would be better if the locomotives
were sold to someone who would return
them to the main line. However, John
has said on numerous occasions that it
is not a question of money, but a desire
to commemorate his achievements in
both farming and railways by way of a
museum and visitor centre.

n Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway



It could be a typical
shed scene from 60
years or more ago:
inside the Didcot
Railway Centre shed,
repatriated GWR 4-6-0
No. 4079 Pendennis
Castle stands on
August 29, seemingly
being prepared
fora‘Cheltenham
SpaExpress’. The
locomotive, which was
bought from the late
Sir William McAlpine
by Australian mining
company Hamersley
Ironin 1977, was
repatriated in 2000
and handed over to
the Great Western
Society. Its restoration
to main line condition
is continuing.
JACKBOSKETT

PRINCESS Coronation 4-6-2 No. 6233
Duchess of Sutherland is back in steam —
and also in its original LMS crimson lake
livery to mark its 80th birthday.
Following the completion of a major
overhaul, a special roll out day’was held
on Sunday, September 9 at the iconic
1938-built locomotive’s base — the West
Shed at the Midland Railway-Butterley.
Over the last nine months, the former
Butlin's Heads of Ayr holiday camp and
Bressingham Museum locomotive has
received a full boiler overhaul, with
the major work being the retubing
of 129 small tubes and replacing the
40 large flue tubes, at a total cost of
around £150,000. The vast majority of
the work has been carried out in-house
by the Princess Royal Class Locomotive
Trust’s four full-time engineers with the
assistance of volunteers.
The new livery has been hand painted
and includes real gold leaf for the lining.
The locomotive was painted in

crimson lake when it was first restored
by the trustin 2001. Since then, it has
also carried Ivatt black livery and most
recently BR green, following a vote by
trust members.

No. 6233 is set to return to the main
line with its first outing being at the

Severn Valley Railway’s September 20-23

autumn steam gala.

Pre-Christmas main line trips
After also appearing at the Swanage
Railway’s October 12-14 autumn gala,
the Duchess is set to work several main
line trips prior to Christmas. Afterwards,
it will return to the West Shed in early
2019 to undergo pre-planned winter
maintenance, including the necessary
replacement of the tyres. As this task
needs to be carried out by a specialist
contractor, it was not possible to do
it during the recent overhaul due to
timing issues.

The approximate cost to re-tyre the

Unveiled in steam: LMS Princess Coronation 4-6-2 No. 6233 Duchess of Sutherland in its
new crimson lake livery outside its West Shed home on September 9. ROBIN JONES

locomotive is around £50,000, and the
trust is launching a fundraising appeal to
help towards this cost.

=» Donations can be made to The
Princess Royal Class Locomotive Trust

at www.prclt.co.uk/donations-and-
sponsorship.html or by post to The
Princess Royal Class Locomotive Trust,
The West Shed, PO Box 6233, Ripley,
DES5 4AD.

Betton Grange boiler complete: hopes for steaming in spring 2019

By Paul Appleton

WORK on the restoration of the

boiler from former‘Barry 10'No. 7927

Willington Hall, which is to be used in
the re-creation of a Collett Grange,

is almost complete at Tyseley
Locomotive Works, around three
months behind schedule.

The delay has been due to the
requirement for a new front taper
section, which had not originally
been envisaged, along with the

delivery of the tooling to allow it to be
correctly aligned with and fixed to the

remainder of the original boiler.
Itis planned to display the finished

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ.

boiler in the frames of new-build
4-6-0 No. 6880 Betton Grange at
Tyseley’s September 29/30 open
weekend. Although Betton Grange
has previously been displayed with
the cosmetically restored boiler from
No. 5952 Cogan Hall, whichis also in
the group’s ownership, this will be the
first time No. 6880 has appeared in
public with the boiler it is intended to
operate with.

Push to raise final £70k
Originally, it was hoped to have the
completed boiler delivered to its
Llangollen Railway base in late May,
but a change of plan saw the chassis

barrel section was unforeseen, as can
happen when restoring steam-age
equipment. We need to make sure
everything works properly before we
start thinking of lighting it up for the
first time.”

=» Meanwhile, the society’s Final
Push appeal to raise the remaining
£70,000 to finish the locomotive
stands at £30,000, with £40,000 left
to raise before it can be steamed,
with several parts available for
sponsorship. Visit www.6880.co.uk
for details of parts available for
sponsorship and how to become

a member, or to support the Final
Push appeal.

delivered to Tyseley in late June so
that the boiler could be test-fitted
there and any snags sorted before
moving it back to North Wales.
Following news of the delay, it was
then planned to move the partially
reassembled locomotive back to
Llangollen in November. It is now
possible that further work will be
undertaken at Tyseley before the
locomotive returns to its home base
in spring 2019, ready for its first
steaming there.

A spokesman for the owning group
said: “The delay is unfortunate as we
had hoped to steam No. 6880 by the
end of this year, but the new boiler

Heritagerailway.co.uk 7



=» THE West Somerset Railway

not only increased passenger
numbers by 2% this year, but had
two record-breaking Wednesdays
during August with more than
1600 visitors. General manager
Paul Conibeare attributed the
success partly to the introduction
of the West Somerset Railway
annual pass, of which more than
200 have been sold since it was
launched at the end of June.

=» MIKE Little's GWR 14XX No.1450
and matching auto-coach No. 178 will
visit the South Devon Railway for its
50th anniversary gala on April 6-14,
joining pannier tank No. 6430 from
the Llangollen Railway.

=> A DERELICT tramcar was
restored to its original 1898
condition for the Manx Electric
Railway’s 125th anniversary
celebrations. Tram No. 14 went

out of use in the 1970s, but was
restored over three-and-a-half
years by volunteers in time for the
early September event.

=» THE Saltburn-by-the-Sea dliff lift
broke down on August 25, leaving
passengers unable to alight at the top
for a short time. Following extensive
refurbishment of the funicular railway,
it had reopened only nine days before.
=» BR Mk.1 coach No. 4962 has
become the first South Devon
Railway vehicle to come out of
Buckfastleigh works and re-enter
service fitted with new pressed
steel ends, which have been
developed in the heritage line’s
workshops. The ends are on offer
to all heritage railways whose Mk.1
stock has also suffered ‘end rot.

=>» A JAPANESE steam locomotive
which was derailed and sunk in the
Mae Klong River at Chulalongkorn in
the urban area of Ratchaburi, about
60 km southwest of Bangkok, is to

be recovered, it was announced in
early September.

Great Central pays tribute
to ‘legend’ MD Bill Ford

By Robin Jones

THE Great Central Railway has paid
tribute to its former managing director
Bill Ford, who died at the age of 81 on
Sunday, September 2, after losing a
long battle against illness.

Under the banner headline of
‘Leader and legend 1937-2018, the
GCR's website and Rail Mail bulletin
said:“The very sad news of Bill Ford's
passing on Sunday has no doubt
already reached so many of our friends
and supporters.

“Bill was instrumental in the railway’s
development from the earliest days of
preservation. His involvement began in
1975, culminating the following year in
the formation of Great Central Railway
plc to buy the track — otherwise British
Railways were adamant that it be lifted
at the start of the following week.

Incredible energy

“Bill's financial support, business
acumen and personal reputation at
that time were crucial in the survival of
the embryonic preservation scheme.

“In later years of course, Bill took to
active management of the railway, after
returning in 2003 following the death
of David Clarke, our benefactor for the
previous quarter-century.

“Especially in the first few years after
2003, the railway was in a‘delicate’ state
to say the least and the fact that GCR is
now in the premier league of heritage
railways is testimony to Bill's incredible
energy and leadership.

“He will be greatly missed by the
whole GCR family. Our thoughts are
very much with Bill's family at this
difficult time!’

Bill, who was born in Leicester,
worked in the Seventies as Unilever’s
head of automotive industries, leading
a workforce of 11,000 while still finding
the time to set up the GCR.

In September 2016 he cited health

On February 2,2016, Loughborough
MP Nicky Morgan and Bill Ford cut
the first sod of the project to build a
new railway bridge over the Midland
Main Line to link the Great Central
Railway and the GCR (Nottingham).
She wrote the foreword to his recent
autobiography, A Life on Fire.

ROBIN JONES

reasons for his decision to stand down
from the railway. At the time, he said:
“lam proud to have been at the GCR
for so many years, during which time
we have seen the GCR grow into one of
the finest heritage railways in the UK.
The re-erection of the bridge over the
main line has been an ambition for over
20 years and | am delighted that it has
finally been secured and the money
raised on my watch!”

His successor as chief executive, Andy
Munro, resigned for family reasons after
less than a year in the job.

Several months before his death, Bill
saw his autobiography, A Life on Fire:
Bill Ford's Story, published by A Life on
Fire Limited in Loughborough.

Parliamentarian praise
The foreword was written by local
Conservative MP Nicky Morgan, the
former Secretary of State for Education
and Minister for Women and Equalities.

She wrote:“Itis too easy to dismiss
GCR employees, volunteers and
supporters as amateur heritage railway
enthusiasts and miss the fact that they
are now running a thriving business
and tourist attraction whose success
is vitally important to the economic
story of our corner of Leicestershire.
The fact that transformation happened
is due, in large part, to the enormous
contribution made to the GCR’s history
by Bill Ford.”

As we closed for press, no details
of funeral arrangements had
been announced.

Middleton wins
top floral award

THE Middleton Railway was given a Gold
Award in the ‘Tourist Attraction’ category
of the RHS Yorkshire in Bloom awards

at the Knavesmire, York Racecourse, on
September 11.

The judge said that the floral displays
on Moor Road station platform“gave a
wow! factor” with the entire site looking
clean and tidy and also having a strong
environmental strategy about it.

The judge was also impressed that the
railway continued with the competition,
despite a disastrous fire in adjacent
premises, which damaged the Moor
Road site.

Railway chairman Charles Milner
said:“The award is a great credit to
volunteer Mick Jackson, who did much
of the work”
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New-build P2 boiler: two-thirds there!

THE project to build new Gresley P2
2-8-2 No. 2007 Prince of Wales has raised
more than two-thirds of the money
needed to build the boiler.

BuilderThe A1 Steam Locomotive
Trust’s The Boiler Club, which was
launched in October 2014, now has
more than 160 members who have each
donated or pledged £2000.

The trust issued an invitation to tender
to manufacture Prince of Wales'boiler to
more than 10 organisations in the UK
and overseas and has received several

proposals and expressions of interest.
The trust will review the proposals

received with the intention of selecting

a preferred supplier by December

and placing the order in June 2019 for

delivery in January 2021.

Debt-free completion goal

P2 Project Director trustee Mark Allatt
said:“Reaching the two-thirds point in
the funding of No. 2007 Prince of Wales
boiler through The Boiler Club marks

a significant milestone in the project

to build Britain's most powerful steam
locomotive. It is our desire if possible to
complete No. 2007 debt-free.

“No one can now doubt that we really
mean business. The next few months
will see further major announcements
as the construction of the locomotive
gathers pace”
=» For details of how to join the world’s
fastest-growing standard gauge steam
new-build project, visit www.p2steam.
com or email enquiries@p2steam.com
orcall 01325 460163.

Peak Rail out of diesel traction

SINCE September 4, Peak Rail has had
torely on Vulcan Austerity 0-6-0ST
No. 72 (5309) as its sole traction,
following the failure of Class 44 D8
Penyghent a few days earlier.

This failure has resulted in services
being able to operate only as far as
Matlock Riverside, due to there being

no run-round facilities at the main
Matlock station. Usually the steam
locomotive top and tails with the
Class 44.

Sources at Peak Rail say that
“something went bang in the electrical
cubicle”of D8 and this is currently being
investigated, but the hope is that“itis

not too serious”’

Itis understood that customer-
facing staff are telling passengers that
Riverside station is being used due to
the resignalling work taking place in the
Derby area and that attempts to hire
adiesel locomotive from the Heritage
Shunters Trust proved unsuccessful.

n Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway



July 14 was a special day for Bernard Davies of

Cwmbran, South Wales, as he finally caught up with his dad’s old steam

locomotive. Bernard’s dad worked at Whitehead Wireworks in Cwmbran and drove the firm’s Peckett 0-4-0ST No. 1163

of 1908 Whitehead until the closure of its rail facilities in 1966. Whitehead would shunt the wagons loaded with coiled
steel wire between the works and the BR exchange sidings and also take wagons of coal from the wireworks to the firm’s
brickworks in Cwmbran. However, on January 24, 1966, Whitehead was loaded on to a low-loader and taken away, never
to be seen again by Bernard, until now. In the Eighties, he began searching for Whitehead after finding a cutting from a
newspaper among his late mother’s effects which showed Whitehead arriving on the English side of the then-new Severn
Bridge. The locomotive went through a succession of owners in preservation, before ending up at the Midland Railway-
Butterley, where it was finally reunited with Bernard and his family. MRB

Severn Valley in mourning for Bernard

FORMER Severn Valley Railway chief
traction inspector Bernard Rainbow has
died following a long fight with cancer.

Bernard began his railway career in
1949 at Tyseley carriage and wagon
department, before moving to the loco
department the following year.

He recalled on one occasion when he
was a fireman on a GWR King, towards
the end of their BR service, his wife
joined him on the footplate forarun
into Birmingham Snow Hill. Around
Warwick, the driver beckoned to her to
take hold of the regulator,which she did

with relish. She later explained that she
didn’t want to work her way up through
the links but wanted to“start at the top!”

Royal recognition

In 1967 he moved to Saltley depot,
where SVR diesel driver Bob Dunn
worked with him. Bernard’s last turn

on the regulator at the Severn Valley
Railway was in July 2009, when he was
rostered to drive his personal favourite
GWR 4-6-0 No. 7802 Bradley Manor for
the day, marking his retirement as chief
traction inspector.

Earlier that year, he had been
awarded the MBE in respect of his
voluntary services on the railway. To
Bernard's amazement, Prince Charles
remembered him from the previous
year when he joined Bernard on the
footplate of GWR 4-6-0 No. 6024 King
Edward I, when it hauled the Royal Train
along the SVR, the royal visit celebrating
the completion of flood damage repairs.

On September 5, several locomotives
on the line carried wreaths out of
respect for Bernard. Picture — News,
page 43.

Ex-Barry scrapyard GWR 2-8-0 has left the North Yorkshire Moors Railway after 32 years. A long-time resident of Grosmont
shed yard, on September 11, the unrestored locomotive was towed by Class 37 No. 37264 to New Bridge to be picked up and
taken on a low loader to the Llangollen Railway for its long-awaited restoration. The 1940-built locomotive was withdrawn
in December 1964 and arrived at Dai Woodham's scrapyard two months later. LUKE TAYLOR

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ.

Students running First | 4
World War train at Elsecar
STUDENTS of University Campus
Barnsley are to run special trains
to mark the ‘journey home' of
millions of men and women from
the Western Front at the end of the
First World War.

The trains will comprise Severn
Valley Railway-based GWR/PTR
0-6-0ST No. 813 hauling the trailer
from Stephen Middleton’s newly
restored NER petrol-electric railcar,
on the Elsecar Railway.

On board will be local people
telling the real life stories of
villagers from Elsecar, Wentworth
and Hoyland who served in, or
supported the war effort.

Each Home from the Front trip
lasts 25 minutes and will run
on October 31 and November
3,4,10and 11, at 11am, 12pm,
1pm, 2pm and 3pm. Details
of the project can be found at
www.homefromthefront.co.uk
and to buy tickets visit www.
elsecarrailway.co.uk

New ‘North Briton’

trips for Tornado

THE A1 Steam Locomotive Trust
has announced a new series

of trips over the Settle and
Carlisle line for 2019 headed by
No. 60163 Tornado.

The trips, under the banner of
‘The North Briton, will be run on
February 9 and 16, June 8, July 20,
and August 17 and 24.

Tornado has been under repair in
the Nene Valley Railway’s Wansford
workshops since failing on the
90mph ‘Ebor Flyer’on April 14.
However, on September 11, the
locomotive had afire lit in it ahead
of testing and running in, prior to a
loaded main line test run.

The NVR has pencilled in a
‘Tornado 10'anniversary event for
September 22-23.

Channel 5 documentary
benefits to NYMR extended
IT is becoming increasingly clear
how valuable this year’s Channel
5 documentary series about the
North Yorkshire Moors Railway
was in raising general awareness
of the line.

Pullman dining services are
now running more or less at full
capacity, with occupancy at 94%
or greater and 23 weddings have
been booked for 2018, and a
further 11 already booked for
next year.

In addition, filming revenue is up
1294%, with income rising from a
budgeted £4000 to £55,000!

A further series of seven
episodes is now being filmed,
including a Christmas special,
which it is hoped will give a further
lift to the railway in 2019.
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Bluebell trains
attacked by
youngsters

VANDALS responsible for a series of
attacks on Bluebell Railway trains over
the August Bank Holiday period were as
young as 12, staff believe.

The attacks, launched by up to three
individuals, began on August 25 when
ballast was hurled at three passing
passenger trains just north of Dean’s
Crossing, between Horsted Keynes
and Kingscote.

The following day, another incident
at the same location saw a carriage
window shattered."It is pure fortune that
amother and her three-year-old child
did not sustain personal injury;’said a
railway spokesman.

Police were informed, but on the
Monday, two railway volunteers who
agreed to locate themselves in the
vicinity to act as a deterrent to further
action, and also to be look-outs for
passing trains, came under personal
verbal and physical attack from missiles
being hurled from two individuals, who
were wearing hoodies.

One of the volunteers had a stick
thrown at him and sustained a facial
injury that led him to be treated at East
Surrey Hospital's A&E department.

One of the youths, who was thought
tobearound 12 years old, was also
carrying a knife. The volunteer was later
discharged from hospital with no lasting
damage to his eye.

Bluebell Railway plc chairman Dick
Fearn added:“Any act of mindless
vandalism is a matter of real concern.The
safety of our passengers and our staff and
volunteers takes the highest priority in all
that we do. In this instance the physical
attack and threat takes matters to the
highest level of both concern and dismay,
and from perpetrators so young”

The railway has since implemented
protective measures to prevent any
repeat incidents.

Double boost for
Mid-Norfolk Railway

By Robin Jones

THE Mid-Norfolk Railway has been given
a£96,000 grant by the European Union
towards the construction of a train shed
at Dereham.

Another unexpected fillip for East
Anglia’s longest heritage line is that it has
film producers lining up to use Dereham
station for location filming, after landing
astarring role in the new BBC drama
series Bodyguard.

After 18 months of preparation and
hard work, MNR vice chairman Barry
Woodgett signed the EU Leader Fund
grant agreement form on Thursday,
August 22.

The form covers 80% of the costs of
construction of the new three-track
maintenance building. The rest of the
costs will be covered by donations from
members and visitors.

All associated rail infrastructure works
and interior equipment will be installed
and financed by the railway. If all goes
to plan, the shed could be in place
by Christmas.

The building will accommodate nine
vehicles - the railway has always had to

carry out maintenance and restoration
works outdoors and at the mercy of
the weather.

The provision of undercover
maintenance facilities provides a safe and
dry environment, allowing for work to be
carried out all year round, safeguarding
the future of the railway’s fleet of historic
vehicles.

The provision of such facilities will also
make the MNR more attractive to the
owners of iconic locomotives.

Prime film location

The EU Leader Fund'’s Wensum and
Coast Local Area Group’s main aimis to
boost levels of tourism and associated
jobs for local people, away from the
regular tourist’hotspots'such as

the coast.

The National Railway Museum joined
local MPs and councils in writing letters
of support to the EU for the project.

Meanwhile, Jed Mercurio’s new drama
Bodyguard premiered on August 26,
with an audience of nearly seven million
viewers, said to be the highest viewing
figures for a new BBC drama in the
multi-channel era

The series is set around the fictional
character of Police Sergeant David Budd,
(played by Richard Madden) a heroic
war veteran now working as a specialist
protection officer for the Royalty and
Specialist Protection Branch of the
Metropolitan Police. He is assigned to
protect the ambitious Home Secretary
Julia Montague, whose politics stand for
everything he despises.

One of the first scenes saw war veteran
David Budd preventing a terror attack
on atrain to London. The station where
all the action took place was Dereham.

It had initially been intended to film the
scenes at Waterloo, but an alternative
had to be found after permission

was revoked.

Other TV shows are also lining up
to film at Dereham. MNR operations
manager George Saville said:“Plenty of
the railway was shown at the start, which
is great because you can never be too
sure how much will be included.

“We're now finding we are getting
approached more and more. A German
beer company spent the week with us
last month and the station was turned
into a German railway station.”

&= Former Fairbourne Raiwa 15in-gauge '
B stalwart 2-4-2s Katie and Sian double [§
heading at the Kirklees Light Railway’s gala §&

Tender secured
for9F 92134

AN AGREEMENT is reported to
have been reached between the
Nene Valley Railway for the hire of
the tender from under-overhaul
BR Standard 5MT No. 73050 City
of Peterborough for use behind
BR Standard 9F 2-10-0 No. 92134,
which is in the final stages of
reassembly at Grosmont.

No. 92134 currently lacks a
tender of its own, so the hire of
No. 73050’s will allow it to enter
service on the North Yorkshire
Moors Railway sooner than would
otherwise be possible. In the
longer term, a new tender will be
built for No. 92134 using parts
already collected and in store.
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GC detective series set to be filmed on GC!

AN ATTEMPT to turn Stephen Done’s
popular Inspector Vignoles railway
detective novels into a TV drama series
has begun with location hunting on the
Great Central Railway.

A short film will be shot in the autumn
as a taster for television commissioning
editors and production companies in
an effort to prompt interest in creating a
full-length network drama series.

The stories are set in the post-war East
Midlands and centre around the life
and crimes facing Detective Inspector
Charles Vignoles and his railway
detective department, in a period still
deeply embedded in the steam train era

The project to bring Inspector
Vignoles and his railway world to the

small screen has been several years
in planning by the author, along with
producers Philip and Robert Ettinger,
and pubilicist Peter Elson.

Writer David Griffiths, brought
onboard by the Ettinger brothers, has
written the initial 10-minute screenplay
using Done’s characters, based on the
short story One Way Ticket, from the
collection The Mountsorrel Mystery &
Other Stories, published in 2017.

The novels are set on the former Great
Central Railway trunk route, which was
finally axed in 1969.The modern-day
GCR, with its re-created 1940-60s period
ambience, is seen as the perfect location
for filming this adaptation.

Stephen Done said:“We had a really

productive initial visit. | was delighted,
but not surprised, by the helpfulness of
the GCR chairman Richard Patching and
everyone else we met at the railway.

“It really is the most welcoming place
and just about everyone | spoke to has
read all the books!

“This lovely railway is literally a film set
just waiting for the cameras to roll and
animate Vignoles.”

Richard Patching said:“Having
travelled over the Great Central to
Leicester before it was closed in 1969
and being a train spotter at Nottingham
Victoria back in the sixties, there’s little
doubt in my mind that Stephen has
exactly the right ingredients here for
television success”’

n Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway
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The Llangollen Railway’s new Corwen Central terminus is rapidly taking shape, as seen from this aerial view. The drone
view of the site from east to west shows the area around the water tank, which is the challenge for the autumn. There, the
railway will install the signalbox - the top base is off to the right — and has to lay out the points for the loop and siding in the
foreground. The points will dictate the alignment of the track for the end of the loop and the position for the locomotive

to take water from the tank. The track will determine the final stretch of the platform footings, with around 70ft to be
excavated and concreted. In the background, the length of the island platform can be seen as infilling progresses relative

to building the platform 1 wall. To the left, the pump house hut requires a roof, which will be added once the electrical
installation has been fitted inside. DEWI DAVIES

Ray fulfils her childhood train driver
dream at the South Tynedale Railway

RAY Bell has become the first female
driver on the South Tynedale Railway
(STR) for a decade.

A railway enthusiast since her
childhood, Ray has just fulfilled a 40-year
dream to pass out as a driver.

She has joined the volunteer crew at
the 2ft-gauge heritage line and is now
driving diesel-hauled trains over the
newly extended line to Slaggyford in
Northumberland.

She passed out as a diesel driver in July
after just seven weeks of practice runs
with an experienced driver, and now she
wants to qualify as a steam driver, too.

Ray said:“As a four year old visiting a

railway at Christmas, | fell in love with the
noise of the engines and that distinct
railway smell.

“I'm now infatuated with this exquisite
line and taking passengers through the
beautiful North Pennines countryside is
an absolute joy’

STR volunteer liaison officer Alan
Farrar said:“If you have a desire to drive,
afervour for firing, an appetite for admin
or a voracity for volunteering in general,
then we would love to hear from you!”

Ray Bell in the cab of 1952-built
Hudswell Clarke 0-6-0DM No. 4
Naworth. STR

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
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Gordon Hooper
—true gentleman

By DonBenn

NINE Elms engineman Gordon
Hooper, well known for his

many great exploits with Bulleid
Pacifics in the last few years of
Southern Steam, died from a brain
haemorrhage on September 1,
aged 87.

He will be greatly missed by
his colleagues and by the steam
enthusiasts with whom he kept
in touch by visiting the annual
Nine Elms reunion at the Bluebell
Railway and his monthly visits to
the Woking Railwaymen's Club,
which he continued right up until
July this year.

Born on Boxing Day 1930, he
joined Exmouth Junction shed as
acdleaner and worked through the
usual progression to driver, before
he realised the Southern shed
would soon close.

He had the choice of staying with
the Western Region with diesels
or moving to a shed of his choice.
He chose Nine Elms, which at that
time was a‘closed shed; but kept
his seniority in the move, and so
worked in No. 3 linkand No. 2 link.

He first learned the road
to Salisbury and then to
Bournemouth, and it was on the
Up‘Bournemouth Belle’on April 4,
1965, where he produced one
of the finest runs behind steam,
which | was privileged to be on.

After the end of steam, he
worked WR Warship diesel
hydraulics between Waterloo and
Salisbury and electric services to
Bournemouth. He then moved to
Weymouth and on to Salisbury,
both as a train crew supervisor. His
final move was back to Exeter from
where he retired in 1995.

He was a great driver and true
gentleman and will be greatly
missed by all who knew him.

District Line 150
features steam

LONDON Transport Museum has firmed
up plans to run public steam trips over
the District Line on March 16-17,2019.

The trips will be headed by
Metropolitan Railway E class 0-4-4T No.1
and Metropolitan Railway Bo-Bo No.12
electric Sarah Siddons, which has just
been overhauled at Eastleigh.

They will run from Ealing Broadway to
the South Kensington, and will mark the
150th anniversary of the District Line.

London Underground’s 4TC set,
Metropolitan RailwayJubile€’ carriage
No, 353, and restored District Railway
coach No. 100, from the Kent & East
Sussex Railway, will form the train.
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Al Trust launches new V4
subsidiary for new-build

By Robin Jones

TORNADO builder The A1 Steam
Locomotive Trust has launched a new
subsidiary to build a Gresley V4 2-6-2 ata
cost of around £3 million.

The trust has acquired more than 500
original class V4 drawings from Malcolm
Barlow, a Doncaster scrap dealer who
launched the now-defunct Gresley V4
Society in 1994 to build a new example of
the extinct class.

The new V4 Steam Locomotive
Company Limited will undertake
the building of the trust’s third new
steam locomotive — V4 No. 3403 - after
No.60163 and No. 2007 Prince of Wales.

The V4 was Sir Nigel Gresley’s last
design for the LNER before he died in
1941.

The class V4s had similarities in their
appearance and mechanical layout to
the class V2s, of which pioneer No.4771
Green Arrow is preserved as a part of the
National Collection. Introduced in 1936,
the V2s had limited route availability, but
V4 was a lightweight alternative, suitable
for use over the whole of the LNER
network.

Two locomotives were built at the
LNER's Doncaster Works in 1941.

Thefirst, No. 3401 Bantam Cock, had
a scaled-down version of the Gresley
Pacific boiler with a grate area of
27> sq ft. Its tractive effort of 27,000lbs
was produced by boiler pressure of 250
psi and three cylinders of 15in diameter.

The second locomotive - No. 3402 -
incorporated a fully welded steel firebox
and a single thermic syphon for water
circulation. It was not named, but was

An impression of what the new V4 will look like, based on a picture of No. 3401
Bantam Cock at Doncaster in February 1941. A1SLT

known unofficially as Bantam Hen.

The class was tried on the Great
Eastern section of the LNER, and was
well received, with more power than the
Gresley class B17 4-6-0s and better riding
qualities. It was anticipated many more
would be produced, but after the sudden
death of Gresley in April 1941 and his
succession by Edward Thompson, no
more were built.

Pre-launch phase

Instead, the simpler two-cylinder
Thompson class B1 4-6-0 was adopted
as the LNER's standard mixed-traffic
locomotive and 410 were built between
1942 and 1952.

The two V4s were sent to Scotland for
use on the West Highland Line, although
their wheel arrangement was not
particularly suitable for the line's steep
gradients. The V4s were renumbered
Nos. 1700/1 in 1946 and later became
British Railways Nos. 61700/1. Both
locomotives were scrapped in 1957
when their boilers became due for
renewal.

Atits silver jubilee convention in
October 2015, The A1 Steam Locomotive

Trust announced it would follow its
Peppercorn class A14-6-2 No.60163
Tornado and Gresley class P2 2-8-2

No. 2007 Prince of Wales with the
construction of further extinct LNER
steam locomotives —a V4 2-6-2, a Gresley
V3 2-6-2T and a Gresley K3 2-6-0.

At its annual convention in September
2017, the trust confirmed it has started
work identifying and scanning the
original drawings for the V4 at the
National Railway Museum in York in
order that the design book for a new
locomotive could be created within 3D
computer-aided design.

In January, the trust revealed it
had acquired and taken delivery of a
complete set of fully certified tyres for
the new V4's pony, Cartazzi and 5ft 8in
driving wheels. They were bought from
David Buck — owner of Thompson B1
4-6-0 No. 61306 Mayflower and Steam
Dreams —along with a chimney, two
Class 08 shunter speedometer drive
generators and two two-stage single
spindle air pumps of Finnish origin,
including lubricator pumps and check
valves, for use on No. 2007.

The tyres were originally manufactured

in South Africa in the late 1990s for
Malcolm Barlow. David acquired the
parts sixmonths ago in a job lot of items
Malcolm had salvaged from Doncaster
Works on its closure, including several
B1 components.

Trustee Mark Allatt said:“We are now
in the pre-launch phase of the project
to build our third new main line steam
locomotive. We want to be ready to start
assembling our new Gresley class V4 as
soon as our new class P2 is completed. If
we're in our new and much larger base
atWhessoe Road by then —and there’sa
good chance we will be — we could even
start work on No. 3403 before No. 2007
Prince of Wales steams in 2021

Regional main line tours

He added:“We anticipate the project
costing around £3 million and taking
around five years, subject to the pace of
fundraising. Our new Gresley class V4 is
an ideal locomotive for regional main
line tours, repeat main line itineraries
and the longer, main line-connected
heritage railways.

“Unlike the class P2, where we have
had to do a considerable amount of
development work to complete the
job that Sir Nigel Gresley started in
1934, there will be very little redesign
work needed as there were no known
problems with the Gresley class V4s.

“Although there is no specific appeal
open for No. 3403 yet, any donations
made towards it will be ring-fenced for
the project. The next steps will be to
launch a website for the project and
The Founder’s Club to fund the early
stages of the project”’

East Lancashire Railway-based Class 42 ‘Warship’ D832 Onslaught arrives at

Quorn & Woodhouse with a local stopping service during the Great Central
Railway’s September 7-9 diesel gala. ROBIN JONES
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KOYLI Group switches to Tulyar

THE volunteer group which has been
stopped from maintaining Class 55 Deltic
No. 55002 King’s Own Yorkshire Light
Infantry (KOYLY') at the National Railway
Museum has now switched its attention
to sister locomotive No. 55015 Tulyar.
The group has been told by NRM
officials to cease work on'KOYLI'for the
time being, and members have now
offered their expertise to the Deltic
Preservation Society (DPS), which
has been making big progress on the
restoration of Tulyar at Barrow Hill.
Tulyar’s overhauled bogies are nearing
completion and two power units —each
generator having been professionally
overhauled - have been earmarked for
installing and the locomotive, which last
ranin 1998, is soon to be rewheeled.
Society chairman Murray Brown said:
“This is a really much appreciated gesture.
Many of the KOYLI group members
are already known to the DPS, having
worked on the society’s locomotives
previously. Their help will certainly bring

forward the day when Tulyar erupts into
life once more!”

ANRM spokesman said:“The National
Railway Museum is undertaking a review
of the group’s collection to provide a
greater understanding of the items we
care for. New insights will be published
online, with the review also identifying
priorities for future collecting and
programming in our five museums.

“Our aim is that the collection
continues to engage and challenge
audiences. With 7.3 million items now
in our care, the review provides the
opportunity to ensure the collection is
sustainable and can be enjoyed by future
generations.

“As part of this review, we are seeking
to determine the best future for each of
our electric and diesel vehicles and we
have temporarily halted all engineering
work on these vehicles while the review
takes place. We remain committed to
our volunteers, who last year gave a
combined 41,090 hours of their time”

n Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway



Second Standard Class 2MT back in KWVR action

THE Keighley & Worth Valley Railway’s Ivatt 2-6-2T No.41241. popular locomotive, later withdrawn of No. 75078.
(KWVR) locomotive department has Built at Darlington Works in 1954, for a 10-year overhaul at the end of The boiler was lifted out of the frames
outshopped its second closely related No. 78022 was withdrawn from Lostock 2000, and was moved to Oxenhope for  in March 2015 and the wheels removed
Class 2 locomotive, with BR Standard Hall in Preston, where it was removed display inside the exhibition shed there.  the following year. Nos. 78022 and
2-6-0 No. 78022 undergoing its initial from British Rail service in February In May 2014, it was moved back 41241 are likely to be the mainstay of
steam tests and running in during 1967.No. 78022 was bought from Barry  to Haworth for preparations for KWVR traffic for the next few years.
early September, following closely scrapyard in 1975, and was returned an overhaul, which started in Work has now started on the
behind its half cousin, red-liveried to service in 1993. It proved to be a early 2015 following the completion overhaul of WD 2-8-0 No. 90778.
BLUEBELL FOR SALE
RAILWAY

The Railway has the following vacancy:

Pullman Car Restoration Fitter

This is a rare opportunity to work as part of the team
involved in the restoration to working order of the historic
Pullman Carriage “Car 54" focussing on the overhaul and
manufacture of mechanical parts & brake gear,
pipework and fittings.

The applicant will ideally have either completed an
engineering apprenticeship, although on-the-job training
will be provided to otherwise suitable applicants. Skills
advantageous for this post include machining and fitting
mechanical parts, welding and fabricating, pipework,
and electrical systems.

This is a full-time post for a two year fixed period.

All applicants should be self-motivated and self-managing
but also team players, and happy to work with both paid and
volunteer staff alike.

The Carriage and Wagon Works operates 7 days per week,
and some weekend working may be required.

Contact Lisa Boyle on lisa.boyle@bluebell-railway.co.uk
or 01825 724884 for an application form.

The closing date for receipt of applications is 30th September 2018.

W B Bagnall ”SFG%;:
locomotlve “Empress"

Built 1954. Works No. 3061
0-6-0 with 16” x 24" cylinders.
Boiler overhauled & hydraulic tested 201 3.
Currently can be viewed at the Lavender Line

£80,000

Contact Richard Moore 07774165628

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. Heritagerailway.co.uk 13



Superb enters Llanfair Caereinion as the first train of Friday morning returns from Welshpool. The locom
up to its name at the head of the three replica original carriages.

Crowds drawn to

Kerr Stuart 0-6-2T Joan
awaits departure from Castle
Caereinion with a train of
original W&L good stock.

Welshpool’s gala & :

Words & pictures by Gareth Evans

VISITORS were not in short supply at
the annual Welshpool & Llanfair Railway
gala, held between Friday, August 31 and
Sunday, September 2.

One of the highlights of the narrow
gauge scene’s calendar, as is tradition,
the Mid Wales 2ft 6in gauge line
operated its most intensive timetable
of the year — but with some welcome
different twists and extras. A prime
example was the ability for the public
to experience a pump trolley in the bay
platform at Welshpool. Visiting from the
Sittingbourne & Kemsley Light Railway, it
provided interest between trains, as well
as augmenting the small model show in
Welshpool's exhibition shed.

Another welcome attraction was
Bagnall 0-6-2T Superb from the SKLR,
making its second visit to the W&L -
and this year it was allowed to haul
trains unassisted.

As last year, Superb partnered up with
WA&L resident Kerr Stuart Joan, an earlier
incarnation of the 0-6-2T design. Rescued
from Antigua in 1971, Joan made a
fine sight at the head of both original
WLLR freight stock and the Sierra Leone
Railway carriages.

As would perhaps be expected,
the W&Ls original locomotives, Beyer
Peacock-built sisters The Earl and
Countess proved to be attractions in their
ownright.

Attractions

While they were not scheduled to
operate any diagrams, two of the line’s
four-strong diesel fleet were on display
—No.7 Chattenden at Llanfair and Diema
No. 17 at Welshpool.

The workshop was open at Llanfair,
with several components on show for
0-8-0T Sir Drefaldwyn - including old
and new parts of the motion, plus the
wheels, while the boiler was outside. As

—

Normally on public display inside the exhibition shed at Welshpool, Bagnall
0-4-4-0T Monarch was available to photograph outside in the sun with its
smokebox door open.
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reported in our last issue, the powerful
locomotive is now undergoing a
more thorough rebuild than originally
anticipated, which it is hoped will
maximise future uptime.

Other attractions at Llanfair included
amodel engineering display in the
Colinette yarns buildings; a display
of vintage road vehicles; real ale from
Porthmadog-based brewery Purple
Moose; and a stand and information
boards from Friends of the Sierra Leone
National Railway Museum at Llanfair
(see separate story, page18).The
separate Llanfair Garden Railway Show
was also held at the village high school
over the weekend.

Right: Heritage Railway deputy

editor Gareth Evans could not resist
ago on the pump trolley experience
which was on offer in Welshpool bay
platform. He is pictured here with W&L
volunteer David Gauntlett.

Beyer Peacock-built 0-6-0T The Earl dep
original carriages.

“ Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway
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The gala provided a rare opportunity to travel in the W&L's pair of Sierra One of the highlights of W&L galas is the operation intensive

Leone Railway carriages - each restored to their original third and first class timetable of the year. A mixed train of original W&L rolling stock hauled by The
configuration respectively. Hauled by Joan, the train is about to set off from Earl crosses sister locomotive Countess at Cyfronydd, which was at the head of

Cyfronydd, the guard having given the right away. the line’s Austrian and Hungarian coaching stock on the Friday.

Left:
Superb
leads Joan
asthe
0-6-2T duo
prepare
to couple
to their
carriages
toworka
double-
headed
trainto
Welshpool
and back
onthe
Friday
0-6-2T design evolution: Kerr Stuart Joan, dating from 1927 is seen with S ¥ afternoon.
1940-built Superb at Llanfair Caereinion. . mm :

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. Heritagerailway.co.uk 15




Wanted: memories
of the Sittingbourne
& Kemsley line

THE Sittingbourne & Kemsley Light
Railway is appealing to Heritage Railway
readers for their memories of visiting or
working on the Kent 2ft 6in gauge line.

The railway has three 50th
anniversaries approaching: October
2019 - the anniversary of the handover
of the Bowaters Light Railway to the
Locomotive Club of Great Britain; March
2020 - the anniversary of the first public
trains; and 2022 - the anniversary of the
creation of the SKLR for the operation
and maintenance of the railway.

SKLR trustee Paul Best said:“We are
looking for your memories of visiting or
working at the railway. We are currently
considering options for using your
memories over the next few years. If you
are donating physical objects or digital
files, please describe them and we will
getback toyou!”

Readers are invited to submit their
memories via a dedicated webpage at
www.sklrnet/50th

By Robin Jones

THE Great Central Railway’s nationwide
appeal for funds to repair a Victorian
cast iron bridge over the Grand Union
Canal as part of its plans to create an
18-mile inter-city heritage line has
raised more than £250,000.

An essential part of the project to
link the GCR to its northern sister, the
Great Central Railway (Nottingham),
restoration work on the bridge just
north of Loughborough shed will go
ahead over the coming months.

GCR managing director Michael
Gough said:“We are grateful to
everyone who continues to respond
to our appeal. During our national

campaign we attracted many new
donors from across the UK, but it is
extremely humbling to still be receiving
donations from the railway’s friends in
the community”

Winter start
The work on the bridge needs to take
place in the winter months to avoid
major disruption to pleasure boat
traffic on the canal. However, no date
has yet been set for the work to begin,
while arrangements with contractors
are concluded.

The appeal has a target of £475,000,
after which funds will then need to
be raised for the design work and
preparation of a planning application

Appeal for GCR’s canal
bridge reaches §250K

for the remainder of the reunification
scheme, which will include a new
embankment to link the GCR to the
bridge that has been installed over the
Midland Main Line.

One of the largest projects ever
undertaken by a UK heritage railway, it
invites comparisons with the Ffestiniog
Railway’s Llyn Ystradau deviation.

Michael added:“The reunification
project is a long-term aim, but we
believe when complete it will be a
benefit to the East Midlands economy
and a significant national attraction.

“The canal bridge is the next part of
the jigsaw. The support of everyone,
including our stakeholders, is so
encouraging. Meanwhile, as we plan

The Blue Circle on the market

AVELING & Porter 2-2-OWT ‘traction
engine on rails'No. 9449 of 1926 The
Blue Circle has been placed for sale.
Its current owner, Mick Smith, said:
“I've had the locomotive for 30 years
now and it's time for someone else
to enjoy it. It's got eight years left on
the ticket, so it's immediately
available for someone else to
derive some good usage.
“It's had a new front
tubeplate and the firebox
has been built up again and
it's in great order. It's time for
it to go to a good home”
The standard gauge

locomotive, donated to the Bluebell
Railway by Associated Portland
Cement in 1964 following withdrawal
from Snodland Cement Works, is
currently based at Rushden station
in Northamptonshire, although

in Mick’s ownership it has been
based at Quainton Road,
the Chinnor & Princes
Risborough Railway and the
Battlefield Line.

Expressions of interest
should be made to Mick
Smith, telephone 07593
389924 or email mick.
smith53@yahoo.co.uk

Aveling & Porter No 9449 The Blue Circle carried passengers at the August 23-27
Great Dorset Steam Fair on a length of track specially laid by the Swanage Railway,
raising funds for the Shillingstone station project. The Great Dorset Steam Fair
boasts that it is the world’s largest heritage and cultural event showcasing Britain’s
national industrial, agricultural and leisure history. COLIN TYSON
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Recalling 50 years since the end of steam, the traditional railway display at this year’s

Great Dorset Steam Fair 50th anniversary eventincluded ‘scrapyard’ scenes. WR
4-6-0 No. 7027 Thornbury Castle, still very much in ex-Barry condition and owned
by Jonathan Jones Pratt, called into the fair at Tarrant Hinton en route to Tyseley
Locomotive Works, where the next stages of its restoration will be carried out.

Local man Robert Coles created a scrapyard setting for it. In attendance too was BR
Standard 4MT No. 73096, also pictured on August 27, which is waiting its turn in the
Mid Hants Railway restoration queue, and 2ft gauge Kerr Stuart 0-4-0ST No. 3114 of
1918 that stood next to the Vale of Rheidol Railway publicity stand. PHIL BARNES

n Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway
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Restoration work can now start on the canal bridge in Loughborough. GCR

the expansion, vital work is also
continuing on our existing facilities
and infrastructure to ensure the railway
is something we can all be proud of”
=»To find out more about the

canal bridge appeal, the reunification
project and to make a donation
online, head to www.gcrailway.co.uk/

unify

Donations to the appeal
through the post can be made
with a cheque (payable to
‘David Clarke Railway Trust’
with Crossing the Canal written on
the rear) and sent to: DCRT,

Lovatt House, 3 Wharncliffe Road,
Loughborough, Leicestershire
LE11 1SL.

Railway blocks cyclepath plan
over safety and security fears

THE South Devon Railway is blocking
a scheme to complete a national cycle
network running across southern
England from Dover to St Austell -

by refusing Devon County Council
permission to allow cyclists to use its
footbridge over the River Dart around
the clock.

Taking National Cyclepath Network
Route 2 into Totnes via Littlehempston
would complete the missing link
between Newton Abbot and Totnes, but
it relies on permission being granted
by the South Devon Railway for cyclists
to use the Bulliver Bridge that connects
Totnes (Riverside) station to the town.

Promoters and local councillors claim
that they have been stonewalled by
the railway in their bid to obtain its
permission to include the 15-year-old
footbridge in the cyclepath — and they
may now have to build another for
cyclists at a cost of £500,000.

However, it is not only the railway that
has objected to the use of the bridge as
part of the cycleway, but the adjacent
award-winning Totnes Rare Breeds
Farm too.

“The railway’s concerns of the hazards
that could be posed to the 25,000
passengers and a similar number of
visitors to the Rare Breeds Farm that
use the bridge annually can be fully
appreciated, particularly in view of
the fact that a number of highway
authorities'legal departments across
the country are now refusing to adopt
such features where the three-metre
minimum width cannot be provided,’
he said.

Forgotten costs?

“There is also the risk of the security of
its station site, which has been lovingly
constructed from scratch over the years,
and is now regarded as something of a
GWR style gem. The use of the private
footbridge as a public right of way for
cycles and pedestrians would require it
to be open 24 hours a day, every day of
the year, and the railway feels that this
could encourage antisocial behaviour
and vandalism of its property, as has
been experienced at a number of
other lines”

The county council is arguing that the
£165,000 bridge was funded by public
money, but the railway is now the sole
owner and is responsible for its upkeep.

Dick added:“The option to use the
existing bridge, rather than building
anew one to the required standard, is
likely to be around £500,000 cheaper for
the council, but the costs of providing
an increased maintenance regime for
the structure, together with improved
security for the railway and the other
landowners affected by the new cycle
route, will almost certainly exceed
this figure”

Below recommended width
Railway spokesman Dick Wood said that
the use of the footbridge by cyclists at
all hours of the day and night would
affect the safety of passengers and
station security.

He said that the bridge is more than
30% narrower than the three-metre
minimum recommended width
for shared use paths, as outlined in
documents published by Highways
England - and none other than
cyclepath promoter Sustrans.

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ.

A beautiful NEW Limited Edition
print and our 2019 ‘Footplate’
calendar from paintings by

PHILIP D. HAWKINS FGRA
—

‘Night Scot at New Street’
The unique ‘Royal Scot’ N0.46170 ‘British Legion’ waits patiently at Birmingham
New Street station, platform 6, with the unofficially titled ‘Night Scot’ sleeper train
to Glasgow in 1962. The loco’ had been serviced at Aston engine sheds and then
collected the empty stock from Vauxhall carriage sidings. The Aston crew would
work the train as far as Crewe.
This is a limited edition fine art print consisting of 500 numbered prints and 50
artist’s proofs, each signed and numbered by the artist.
A Limited Edition of 500 prints, £85 inc p&p.
50 Artist’s Proofs £105 inc p&p.
Print size 25in x 17.5in, image size 23in x 15in.

‘The White Rose’
The shape of things to come as the
prototype ‘Deltic;, overtakes A4 Pacific
No.60003 Andrew K. McCosh’ heading ‘The
White Rose’ express for Leeds & Bradford.
This is a very special limited edition fine art
print consisting of 500 numbered prints and
50 artist’s proofs, each signed and numbered
by the artist. In addition each print is signed
by Peter Townend, and Richard Hardy.
Price £85 inc p&p.

Artist’s Proofs £105 inc p&p.

‘Summer Saturday at Snow Hill’
This painting beautifully portrays
the station during the 1950’s when
Brummies would travel in their thousands
by train to enjoy their annual holidays by
the seaside.

A Limited Edition of 850 prints and
50 Artist’s Proofs each signed and
numbered by the artist.

Price £85 inc p&p.

Artist's Proofs SOLD OUT.

To learn more about the artist, his paintings, books and how to go about
commissioning work visit www.philipdhawkins.co.uk

2019 ‘Footplate’ Calendar

A
‘Waiting At Oxford’ ‘Roaring Through Retford’
Another fabulous collection from the original paintings by Philip D. Hawkins
FGRA. Titles included are:- ‘Southern Pacifics, ‘Flying Fox-Flying,‘Sunshine &
Steam, ‘Carlisle Citadel,‘Waiting At Oxford’ and ‘Roaring Through Retford’.
Overall size 19.5in x 13.5in. Image size 15in x 10.5in. Price £20 inc p&p

Visit us online @ www.quicksilverpublishing.co.uk
for our full catalogue and more.

Send your order to: Quicksilver Publishing,
‘The Sidings’, 52 Teignmouth Road, Teignmouth TQ14 8UT.
Tel: 01626 773288

Please allow 14 days for delivery and make cheques and postal orders

payable to QUICKSILVER PUBLISHING.
-] iz

Please add £6 for overseas orders.
Heritagerailway.co.uk 17



From London to Rio de Janeiro
— by underground railway

By Geoff Courtney

ONE OF the most successful railway
restoration projects of recent times has
completed 9000 journeys and covered
10,000km — more than 6000 miles —
since it opened a year ago. The distance,
achieved by the Mail Rail underground
railway in central London, is further than
an air journey to Tokyo or Rio de Janeiro.

Mail Rail, in Clerkenwell, near King's
Cross station, was opened by the Postal
Museum on September 4 last year.

It is a restored stretch of the former
2ft-gauge Post Office Underground
Railway that opened in 1927 and ran
70ft beneath the capital’s streets for 672
miles from west to east London, carrying
millions of letters and parcels a day on
driverless electric trains.

Popularity

The line closed in 2003, beaten by the
relentless march of lorries and vans,
but instead of being sealed up was
mothballed and a small maintenance
team retained. In 2013 a £26 million
project was unveiled that comprised
anew postal museum and also the
restoration of part of the underground
railway, based at Royal Mail’'s Mount
Pleasant centre.

It was originally planned to open the
railway next year, but such was the pace
of fundraising, which included a £4Y>
million Heritage Lottery Fund grant, that
this was able to be brought forward to
last September.

An indication that the line was to be

awinner was evident soon after the
railway’s launch, when figures released
exclusively to Heritage Railway showed
no fewer than 55,000 passengers

were carried in the first four months,
while the total for the full first year

to the beginning of September was
nearly 165,000, making it one of the
most popular heritage railways in the
country, behind only such giants as the
Swanage Railway.

The Severn Lamb-built battery-
powered trains are boarded in the
railway’s former maintenance and
repair depot beneath the Mount
Pleasant site, which has been converted
into an exhibition, hospitality and
passenger centre.

Passengers are taken on aride
of nearly three-quarters of a mile,
accompanied by a recorded
commentary from Ray Middlesworth,
along-time Royal Mail employee, who
in 2003 signalled the end of the railway’s
letter-carrying existence by turning off
the power for the last time.

Momentous year

The 20-minute subterranean journey
includes two audio-visual displays
and passage through both platforms
of Mount Pleasant station, one of the
line’s original eight stations that in the
line's operational days were served by
London’s major sorting offices.

Laura Wright, chief executive officer
of The Postal Museum, of which Mail
Rail is a part, said:“It has truly been a
momentous first year for us. Since we

The train now approaching: In its first year of operating public trains, Mail Rail in
central London has completed 9000 journeys, travelled more than 6000 miles,
carried nearly 165,000 passengers - making it one of the country’s leading
heritage railways — and earned its operator The Postal Museum a coveted
Transport Trust red wheel plaque. THE POSTAL MUSEUM

opened in full (the museum and Mail
Rail), we have worked tirelessly to find
new and engaging ways to deliver the
incredible history of human connection
through the eyes of the British post.
“We were finalists for the Art Fund
Museum of the Year award and were

awarded a Transport Trust red wheel
plaque in recognition of the unique
heritage value of Mail Rail. These are
fantastic accolades, which show how
far we have come in one year, and we
areimmensely proud of what we have
achieved. Itis a huge success.”

=» Butterley ‘Jinty’ on way back
WORK on the boiler of Jinty’ No. 47445

is progressing well at the North Norfolk

Railway’s Weybourne boiler shop.

The barrel has been aligned to the
firebox and fully riveted back together.
The new rear corner pieces have now
been fully welded in position.

Owned by Derby City Museums
and Art Gallery, the 1927-built
0-6-0T is on long-term lease to the
Midland Railway Trust at Butterley.
The LMS 3F is currently undergoing
restoration in the heavy repair shed at
Swanwick Junction.

=» Sybil’s new boiler makes
progress
A MAJOR step forward has been made

with the restoration of former Dinorwic

Quarry Bagnall 0-4-0ST Sybil at the
West Lancashire Light Railway.

After detailed fitting work, the inner
firebox has been temporarily fitted
into the outer firebox. After fitting, the
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firebox was checked for alignment,
with positive results.

This progress forms another major
step towards the completion of the
locomotive’s new boiler. Owned by the
Sybil Locomotive Trust, the boiler work
is being carried out ‘in-house’at the
line’s Hesketh Bank headquarters.

=» SierraLeone museum
becomes charity

THE Friends of the Sierra Leone National
Railway Museum has been awarded
registered charity status by the Charities
Commission. It means the group is
recognised by the British Government
as working in the public interest.

Itis hoped it will help in profile
building and fundraising for the
museum in Freetown. The museum is
home to a collection of 2ft 6in-gauge
rolling stock, including 4-8-2+2-8-4
Garratt No. 73, Hunslet 2-6-2T No. 81,
which is a sister to Welshpool & Llanfair
Railway-based No. 85 — and two diesels.

A 1901-built NER wooden carriage that was used as a family home for 60 years

has returned to service on the Tanfield Railway (TR). In the 1930s it was moved to
Wiggenhall Saint Germans in Norfolk and converted into a bungalow, becoming
a home for two generations of the Clarke family, who moved out in 1994. Saved
for preservation in 2013, restoration was carried out at Stanegate Restorations

in Haltwhistle. In the meantime, TR volunteers prepared a bogie chassis. Sisters
Linda and Sally, part of the Clarke family, were invited to ride in it on the day of its
launch at the heritage line on August 18. Sally said: “It’s a bit weird seeing it asitis
now, because we just remember it as being our house.” TR

n Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway



Single-minded: LMS-designed, BR-built Class 2MT No. 46432 waits at Threlkeld
station, the fireman having been given the single line token to allow the train to
proceed westwards towards Keswick, over the stretch of line that was converted
into a popular railway path, but is currently closed after being ravaged by storms
in 2015. The date of the photograph is unrecorded, but the 2-6-0 carries a 12C
shedplate, indicating a date of between 1955 and 1958, when the engine’s home
shed of Workington was allocated that code. The 18-lever signalbox which towers
over the locomotive closed in 1967, and on the right is the goods yard crane,

constructed of timber, but with two heavy braces, perhaps to enable it to lift heavy

stone blocks from nearby quarries. CUMBRIAN RAILWAYS ASSOCIATION/MAY038

Fundraisers celebrate as
railway path reopening
moves step closer

By Geoff Courtney

MEMBERS of the Lake District
Foundation are celebrating the success
of a campaign to raise funds towards

the reopening of part of the former
Cockermouth Keswick & Penrith Railway,
a popular path until being devastated by
floods nearly three years ago.

The three miles of trackbed between
Keswick and Threlkeld had become a
popular attraction to walkers, tourists and
cyclists since its opening as a trail in 1985,
butin December 2015 Storm Desmond
struck the area with devastating resullts,
and none more so than on this stretch of
former railway.

Two original railway bridges crossing
the River Greta and 220 yards of
embankment were washed away, a third
bridge was damaged, and a section of
raised boardwalk destabilised.

The damage was estimated at
nearly £5%2 million, and last December
Highways England provided a grant of
£2Y> million from a fund for paths that
were suitable for off-road cycling, and
so reduced the need for cyclists to use
busy roads.

Community support

In addition, the Lake District National
Park Authority announced a fundraising
partnership with the Lake District

Foundation, which finances conservation,

environmental and cultural heritage
projects, and this has now passed the
six-figure mark — a landmark described
by foundation director Sarah Swindley as
“atestament to the amazing community
spiritin Keswick'.

Praising the energy and enthusiasm
of residents and visitors, who she said

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ.

greatly missed the path and had helped
to raise more than £102,000 to date,
Sarah said the campaign was supported
by 72 local businesses, while a number of
organisations also got involved, including
a school and Keswick Athletic Club, which
held a national fell running event.The
foundation also hosted a charity auction
that raised £8600.

The next step

Mark Eccles, head of park management
at the Lake District National Park
Authority, said: “A huge thank you to
everyone who contributed towards
the terrific fundraising effort, and to

the foundation for co-ordinating the
campaign. Everyone who took part
should be proud”

He said the authority was now
waiting to learn of the results to a
number of major funding bids.“We are
highly optimistic that we will secure
the amount needed to be able to to
begin construction, subject to planning
permission, later this year”

The workis expected to take two years,
indicating a reopening in 2020.

The reconstruction work will include
replacing the damaged boardwalk by
reopening‘Big Tunnel;an original
92-yard railway tunnel on the line beneath
the A66 near Keswick that because of cost
was not incorporated into the path when
it was opened 33 years ago.

The 31%2-mile Cockermouth Keswick &
Penrith Railway was opened in January
1865, and closed by BRin two stages
—the Cockermouth to Keswick section
in April 1966 and the stretch between
Keswick and Penrith, part of which is now
the Keswick-Threlkeld path, in March
1972.
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Farewell to steam owner

extraordinare Dennis!

DENNIS BRYNLEY HOWELLS MBE

A tribute from Phil Marsh

DENNIS Howells'name will be familiar
to all Heritage Railway readers. This is the
mark of the man, who is possibly best
known today for his go-anywhere WR
Hawksworth-design 0-6-OPT No. 9466,
which he owned for 41 years, restoring
it from a Barry scrapyard to concourse
condition, operating across swathes of
the national and preserved rail network.
He was diagnosed with cancer at
the start of this year and suggested we
record his railway history for the record.
Having known each other for more
than 30 years, with Dennis and his team
being responsible for introducing me to
railway preservation, this came as a huge
honour and privilege. The following is a
brief record and appreciation of his many
railway achievements.

A schoolboy’s dream fulfilled
Dennis joined British Railways in 1955,
initially looking to join the footplate
grades, something his family and careers
master were against, possibly because
this was the year of the BR Modernisation
Plan, forecasting the end of steam.

His family suggested he became a
skilled toolmaker, and subsequently had
interviews with De Haviland,

Handley Page and
Napier, before joining
the railways.
School holidays

were spent with his uncle Bill in Swansea,
and in his own words he“split his time
between the beach and riding with
uncle Bill, a Swansea Paxton Street
driver, on the footplate” One such trip
shaped his 55-year railway career when
they stopped at a signalbox and saw a
telegraph linesman at work.“It was love
atfirst sight,’ Dennis said.

Later that year,aged 15, he became an
apprentice in the technical department
atWatford and retired in 2010, aged
71, as the lead signal engineer with the
Network Rail enhancement group.

He remained on the West Coast Main
Line until 1992, also working Euston and
Willesden until appointed signalling and
telegraph engineer general southern,
based in Croydon. He was also testing
and commissioning engineer, Railtrack
Major Projects Division Southern, and
later worked on Railtrack’s Anglia Zone as
lead design and construction engineer.

Dennis said he had never had a job
he didn't enjoy and the most‘getting-
used-to'post was divisional signalling
engineer (general) Southern, with
the remit of achieving signalling and
testing staff's independence after the
Clapham disaster.

Dennis'career spanned the
most recent two WCML upgrades,
electrification in the 1960s, and 40 years
later, Passenger Upgrade 2 for the
tilting Virgin Class 390 Pendolinos.
When asked if he had any regrets,

Dennis Howells and brother John stand by a Fowler tank
in Swanseain 1948.

Dennis said:“Yes: when four aspect
signalling was commissioned in 1965,

I wanted to let a Camden Duchess loose
to see how fast it could go”

He was called to the Ladbroke Grove
disaster inquiry as a signal sighting expert
witness, and was the holder of the first
Institution of Railway Signal Engineers'
senior engineer licence and also a Fellow
of the Permanent Way Institute and IRSE.

Awarded an MBE

Dennis was awarded an MBE ‘for
services to the Railway Industry’in the
2002 Queen'’s Birthday Honours list. The
award was presented by HM Queen,
and he was certain he had turned his
back on her, but the video showed to
his relief he had met all protocols. His
preservation career was not cited in
the award.

Despite this, 99% of readers may only
be familiar with his preservation career,
which started with GWR King No. 6024
King Edward |, when in 1973, he became
afounder member and then leader of
the owning group at Quainton Road.

He worked on No. 6024 until May 1977
when he bought No. 9466, which he
estimated “might have seen £500,000
lavished on it in 40 years” He also owned
a GWR Toad brakevan, a Hawksworth
brake carriage and Fruit D Van.

Restoration at Quainton started
immediately with his parents’and
Graham Tyler’s assistance, first steaming

Left: Dennis Howells at Dereham on the Mid-Norfolk
Railway on May 29, 2014. PHIL MARSH

NOVEMBER 20, 1939 - AUGUST 18, 2018

in 1985 sporting a GWR green livery.
The engine was stripped to its frames,
shotblasted, and restoration carried
out to what was to become Dennis’
trademark immaculate standards.

When he bought No. 9466, it was
already at Quainton, butin Barry
condition, with many missing parts,
including a gauge frame.

As with other stages of the restoration,
colleagues made out scrap firewood
sales invoices to Dennis covering many
components. For example, when Derby
Works was converting a Polmadie steam
crane to diesel power, a pair of gauge
frames taken from them were bought
and carried to London on a High Speed
Train and then via the underground to
his home in Rayners Lane.

A chance call led to him buying cab
windows made available from the 15XX
class panniers near Coventry being
withdrawn, which fitted No. 9466.

While A Jewel in The Crown was being
filmed at Quainton in August 1982,

No. 9466 received an eviction notice
from the film company as it was in the
way of filming, but he managed to
charge the film company to move the
engine out of sight!

The pannier’s boiler received its main
line accreditation at Bridgnorth on
August 23, 1984, and the engine first
steamed six months later, carrying a
GWR green livery. It was then due to
take part in the Swindon 150 cavalcade

Above: Graham Tyler, Bruce Murray,
Dennis Howells and Roger Paddison
on No. 9466 at Steam on the Met on
May 9, 1996. PHIL MARSH

Left: The National Railway Museum
Swindon’s records project team of
Dennis Howells, Tim Proctor and Ivor
Lewis. PHIL MARSH

n Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway



Right: Dennis Howells’ Hawksworth
0-6-0 pannier tank No. 9466 at
Norwich on June 23, 2012. Built by
Robert Stephenson and Hawthorns in
1951 to a GWR design, it entered traffic
in February 1952 at Worcester (85A).
PHIL MARSH

Below right: Dennis Howells with
No. 9466 during its overhaul at the
Buckinghamshire Railway Centre on
April 3,2014. PHIL MARSH

from Didcot, but its tyres were %in
below the required thickness so it
missed the trip.

Chesham centenary star turn
He returned to Didcot Railway Centre
in July 1989 and met Roger Paddison
and the Steam on The Met team, and
No. 9466 was booked as the reserve
locomotive for that year’s Chesham
centenary steam event.

Metropolitan Railway E class 0-4-4T
No. 1 failed, but No. 9466 proved an
admirable substitute and became a
regular on these services. Dennis, who
was a member of the Steam on the Met
steering group, became their footplate
inspector recommending crews and
managing their competencies, as well as
carrying out fitness-to-run exams, which
he also carried out for all the main line
steam operators.

The links were so close with London
Underground that No. 9466 received its
subsequent 10-yearly overhauls in 1995
at Ruislip and 2005 at Neasden depots,
with running in carried out within depot
boundaries.

No. 9466 is one of only two 9400 class
survivors — National Collection-owned
No. 9400 is displayed at Swindon.The
sole operational survivor of its class has
run on the national network in Cornwall
on the Looe branch, steaming light
engine over the Royal Albert Bridge
on the subsequent positioning move,
Dennis'most memorable trip.

The engine has also visited Stratford-
upon-Avon, Ironbridge, Cardiff and
Sheringham on main line work, as
well as visiting most of the major
league preserved railways. Dennis
fondly recalled the November 2016
trip ascending the Lickey Incline when
No. 9466's brick arch took 36 hours to
cool down afterwards!

The Welsh excursion took place in 1992
when No. 9466 celebrated the Taff Vale
150 celebrations by operating a rake of
20-ton coke hoppers from Radyr around
the Cardiff and Cathays area. Four years
later, it operated a maintenance train on
the Metropolitan Line in Hertfordshire.

In addition to working on the
restoration of No. 6024, Dennis also led
the restoration (apart from the boiler)
of the Didcot-based No. 6023 King
Edward Il, where he was also locomotive
manager and footplate inspector.

As if this was not enough, Dennis was
the engineer who oversaw Didcot’s
GWR steam railmotor No. 93's motor
bogie project.

It has been widely documented
No. 6023 needed one set of new driving
wheels, and Dennis was the first person
to get a British-made steam wheelset

approved for main line working, and
supervised 13 other similar wheelsets.

Wearing two hats and more

In addition to this, he found time

to be the Mid-Norfolk Railway

steam superintendent and the
Buckinghamshire Railway Centre's
locomotive inspector, which explains
why Nos. 9466 and 6023 both worked at
Dereham.

He was a member of the Acton-based
Western Model Railway Society, being a
keen modeller, scratch-building a large
collection of O-gauge rolling stock.

From 2010, Dennis spent a lot of time
at the National Railway Museum in York
cataloguing its Swindon glass plates,
blueprints, drawings and photographs
of locomotives, carriages and wagons
and road vehicles. He reckoned the team
could do 70 a day and estimated that as
there were 36,000 to identify, he would

never complete the task.

One surprising set of plans uncovered
were fora GWR 4-8-4 bogie tender
engine named Uranus on the blueprint.

His only regret is one of Camden’s
Duchesses did not run under the newly
installed four-aspect signalling installed
for the WCML electrification in 1965 to
see just how fast one could go!

He also had a dream of running his
Hawksworth third-class brake carriage
No. 2242 as a support coach to No. 9466,
which now seems unlikely to happen.

However, he did not expect his
activities to be cut so short. Dennis
Howells MBE has left a legacy for others
to enjoy and remember him by for
generations. He succumbed to cancer,
aged 78, on August 18, not able to enjoy
one last main line run with No. 9466.

Dennis enjoyed his final driving turn
on No. 9466 at the Mid-Norfolk Railway
onJuly 15.

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ.

The author, in conjunction with West
Coast Railways, Network Rail, London
Transport Museum, Mid-Norfolk Railway
and the Chinnor & Princes Risborough
Railway, was arranging one last main line
outing for Dennis and No. 9466.

Itis hoped his train will operate on
Saturday, October 20 as a memorial
train from Castle Bar Park to Princes
Risborough and return, with No. 9466
being serviced at Chinnor.
=» News and tickets will be available
via the Mid-Norfolk Railway’s website
www.mnr.org.uk and any profits will
be donated to St Luke’s Hospice, where
Dennis passed away. The link for readers’
donations is: www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/dennis-brynley-howells-
mbe

Steam on the Underground in March
2019 will also be commemorating
Dennis, with tickets available in the usual
way via the London Transport Museum.

Heritagerailway.co.uk 23



Tender progress on Bo'ness SF

By Gareth Evans

THE restoration of the Scottish Railway
Preservation Society’s Stanier 8F has
reached another stage.

The tender tank on Bo'ness-based
TCCD No.45170 (WD No. 554) has been
lifted off the tender chassis. The tank
has already been cleaned out and the
coal hole has been repaired and painted.
The wheelsets are now due to be sent
for retyring after being cleaned.

The journals and horn guides will also
be inspected and repaired as necessary
- and the frames will be stripped back
prior to painting.

The tender axles have been
ultrasonically tested for cracks with all
found to be sound. The front buffer plate
will need to be replaced due to cracks
and historical damage. Although in
sound condition, the drag box will need
its locating rivets renewed as at some
time in its past, it has had a heavy shunt
with damage to the rivets evident. The
general condition of all the frames is
remarkable, with no corrosion evident
atall.

4MT progress

Built by the North British Locomotive
Company in Glasgow in 1942, the 2-8-0
was loaned by the Ministry of Supply
to the LMS, before being converted to
right-hand drive and shipped to Turkey
in 1943. After returning to the UKin
2011, it was on display at Shildon.

The SRPS is aiming to overhaul the
powerful locomotive to main line
standards. Donations to help return the
locomotive to traffic would be welcome.

The overhaul of Caledonian Railway No. 419 is fast approaching completion. SRPS

Details can be found at: https://
mydonate.bt.com/events/stanier8f/
The overhaul of the SRPS'BR Standard
4MT 2-6-4T No. 80105 continues.
The pony truck and bogie have been
assembled and placed in position ready
for the lift to refit the driving wheels.
Work is almost complete on the huge
task of making and fitting of firebox
stay nuts. The next job after the lift
will be repairs to the smokebox and a
new door.
The overhauls of two other popular

members of the SRPS steam fleet are
approaching the finish line.

D49 & Caley

Repairs to the boiler of LNER D49
No.246 Morayshire are all but complete,
with tubing now in progress. Work on
the frames and tender are complete
and ready for the boiler to be fitted.
The overhaulis being carried out by
the Llangollen Railway Engineering Co
in Denbighshire. The 4-4-0is due to be
finished in LNER apple green livery.

The overhaul of Caledonian Railway
No.419is mechanically complete. Gloss
painting and lining is progressing well
and nearing completion. The 1907-built
0-4-4T is getting very close to a steam
test. Work on this locomotive is now
the main priority of the SRPS steam
department’s efforts in the running shed.

No.419is to star in the Bo'ness &
Kinneil Railway’s Caledonian Reunion
gala on November 2-4. With 0-6-0
No. 828 visiting from Strathspey, two CR
blue liveried locos will be be fine sight.

AVR coaches in
runaway

AN inquiry is under way into
an incident in which a pair of
unbraked coaches rolled 131ft
into closed level crossing gates
at Bitton station on the Avon
Valley Railway.

Nobody was hurtin the
incident, which happened at
around 5.15pm on July 25 during
shunting operations. Neither of
the coaches was damaged.

Following a preliminary
examination into the
circumstances, a statement from
the Rail Accident Investigations
Branch said:“The collision caused
minor damage to the gates
and track.

“Having assessed the evidence
which has been gathered to date,
we have decided to publish a
safety digest. The safety digest
will be made available on our
website in the next few weeks.”

24 Heritagerailway.co.uk

Hinton Manor comes home after 10-year exile

By Paul Appleton

ONE of the Severn Valley Railway’s best-
loved locomotives, GWR 4-6-0 No. 7819
Hinton Manor, has returned to the railway
after more than 10 years on display ina
shopping centre in Swindon.

The Designer Outlet Village is setin
part of the former Swindon Locomotive
Works, where No. 7819 was built almost
80 years ago at a cost of £4914.

The operation to remove the 68-ton
locomotive included the removal of
alarge glass wall inside the shopping
centre before it could move out of the
building and be loaded on to the waiting
low-loader for transport to Kidderminster,
where it was unloaded in time for display
in one of the bays there over the bank
holiday weekend.

Itis planned to clean up the
locomotive, which last steamed in 1994,
ready for display in the Engine House
at Highley, where it will become the
railway’s‘wedding engine’- the visitor
centre having a licence to marry happy
couples at the SVR-run venue. There
are noimmediate plans to restore the

Back on Severn Valley metals: 1939-built GWR 4-6-0 No. 7819 Hinton Manor

stands at Bridgnorth station opposite GWR 2-8-0 No. 2857, which is carrying
aheadboard in memory of the SVR’s former locomotive superintendent Ray
Tranter, who played a major role in the original restoration of Hinton Manor. A
Friends of Hinton Manor group was set up in his memory. KENNY FELSTEAD

locomotive to working order.

The move at Swindon was part
of awider plan that sees two other
locomotives appearing on display in new
locations; the space vacated by Hinton
Manor has been taken by No. 7821
Ditcheat Manor, which moved the short

distance from STEAM — Museum of the
Great Western Railway, which in turn
was able to receive No. 2818, part of the
National Collection, which has been
deaccessioned by the National Railway
Museum and was latterly on display at
the NRM's Shildon outstation.

n Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway
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Now available to everybody online.
www.GWRsouvenirs.co.uk
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The beautiful interior returns again!
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www.brightonbelle.com
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Above: Rare Couillet-
built Chuquitanta
crosses the pond
with a train for
Richmond.

Right: Motor Rail
Simplex No. 7403
heads a short goods
towards New Barn
Halt.

Richmond Light Railway’s

FENRHYN QUARREES

steam spectacular

Words & pictures by Kenny Felstead

NOT too far away from the Kent and East
Sussex Railway is a little gem of a railway
situated in a back garden. The Richmond
Light Railway in Headcorn is a privately-
owned railway that comes across as a big
garden railway with its model railway-
like perfectly kept grass and ballast.

0&K 0-4-0W
26 Heritagerailway.co.uk

Having seen photos of the set-up,
I was intrigued to see what it was
like myself so when a friend of mine
asked me if | wanted to join him in
attending the Vintage Fair on August
18, 1 jumped at the chance. | knew very
little about the railway, so | was going
in with an open mind and boy, | wasn't
disappointed.

The story to date

The whole story for Richmond began
in 2007 when Richmond Farm,
previously used as a pig farm, was
purchased. After renovation work to
the house, plans were drawn up for a
railway to show off the collection of
locomotives and rolling stock acquired
from across the world.

After demolishing a couple of the
outbuildings on site, the engine shed
was built in December 2010, with the
firstitems of rolling stock arriving in
April 2011. By the end of 2012 the
mainline had been completed, with the
addition of the passing loop in 2013, the
main Richmond Station area, ash pit and
water tower finished in 2014 and the

Passing trains at Richmond: As Jenny waits to depart for New Barn Halt, Cloister

heads aloaded passenger train

n Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway




southern extension to New Barn Halt
in 2015.

On arrival, we went through to
the loco sheds and prep area where
four little locomotives were raising
steam ready for a rather busy day of
entertaining the many visitors. The
line-up from the railway's ‘toybox’ was
rather interesting. From the steam side
of things, there was Arn-Jung Jenny
(No.3175 of 1921), Orenstein & Koppel
Susan (No. 3136 of 1908) and the rather
rare Couillet Chuquitanta (No. 810 of
1885), discovered in a restaurant on the
site of the old Sugar Cane Factory in
Peru, where it worked.

Also operational were the line’s
Baguley-Drewry diesel No.1 and Motor
Rail Simplex No. 7403. Also appearing
courtesy of the Hampshire Narrow
Gauge Railway Trust was Quarry Hunslet
0-4-0ST Cloister, which looked right at
home on this garden railway set-up.

Photo opportunities
It wasn't all about the railway either —
plodding around the house grounds
were a small selection of traction
engines and vintage vehicles. These
included the railway’s own John Fowler
4nhp Compound Traction Engine, built
by Colleen in 1927 - and at the other
end of the scale, a Ford Model T.You
could even enjoy a ride on some of the
traction engines if you asked nicely.
Inside the boiler shop was a small
model railway and locomotive display

Sy

Chuquitanta, Cloister, Susan and Jenny pose on th

alongside a photographic display of the
construction of the railway.

The line is approximately three-
quarters of a mile long, with a short
branch line coming off of the main loop
line. There are two stations — Richmond
by the traction engine field and yard
and New Barn Halt, where visitors join
from the car park.

The line offered a wealth of
photographic opportunities, with a
near complete free for all access to all

i o &
@

N

areas across the site. There was a lovely
steel girder bridge over a pond on the
New Barn Branch, where you could
photograph trains heading to and from
New Barn from three different angles.

Popularity

Then there was the passing shot

at Richmond, with a train sat in the
platform waiting to head off to New
Barn being passed by another service
that was doing the circuit from

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ.

e girder bridge at the end of the day.

New Barn.There are also plenty of
opportunities to line up the locos with
the traction engines or cars.

The event seemed to be well
attended for somewhere that has
popped up in the last six years. Let's
hope the popularity continues. You
could almost say it’s like a mini Statfold
Barn in that you don't know what to
expect until you get there — and there
maybe something new each time you
visit.
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Double delight as railway
art go on show

works of

By Geoff Courtney

TWO exhibitions of paintings by
some of the country’s leading railway
artists are currently delighting
visitors to Locomotion in Shildon and
Kidderminster Railway Museum.

The exhibition at Locomotion, which
comprises 28 works by Christine
Pulham, is a‘first'for both the museum
and the artist, with the County Durham
museum staging a display by just one
artist, and it is also Chris'solo debut.

It opened to the public on August 19,
and among those who attended the
launch were representatives of the
National Railway Museum and the
prestigious Guild of Railway Artists, of
which Chris is a full member.

Some of the paintings on display are
available for sale, and the first purchase
came within hours of the opening.

This work was titled The last autumn
1927, and depicted a Wisbech & Upwell
Tramway locomotive in the final
months of the passenger service on this
idiosyncratic East Anglian line.

Locomotives

Chris’exhibition came about after she
and her husband Rob, who is publicity
officer for the artists’guild, visited
Locomotion last year.“Chris thought
how she might like an exhibition of
her work there, so | contacted one of
the duty managers, who was really
enthusiastic,’said Rob, while Chris
described the occasion as“surreal, as if
it's all happening to some else”.

Among the locomotives featured in
the exhibition are A4 Nos. 4499 Pochard
and 60007 Sir Nigel Gresley, No. 4073
Caerphilly Castle, Britannia No. 70001
Lord Hurcomb, B1 No. 61240 Harry
Hinchliffe, and diesels Deltic and Class 52
D1015 Western Champion.

Meanwhile, over in GWR territory in

Right: Main line - and
branch line: One of the
displays at Railart 2018 is
this trio of paintings by
three Fellows of the Guild
of Railway Artists. On the
leftis Hurricane through
Kidderminster, by guild
president John Austin,
showing GWR Castle class
4-6-0 No. 5072 Hurricane;
SR Merchant Navy Pacific
No. 35004 Cunard White Star
(middle) is a work by Philip
D Hawkins titled Making Up
Time; and Malcolm Root’s
painting In the Bleak mid-
Winter (right) depicts LNER
F5 class 2-4-2T No. 67200
on an Ongar train at Epping
station. ROGER BASTIN
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Work of art: A happy Chris Pulham among the paintings in her solo exhibition at

Kidderminster, railway artistry has also
been on display at the Guild of Railway
Artists'annual Railart exhibition. The
show was opened on August 25 by
television personality and keen railway
enthusiast Chris Hughes at the town’s
railway museum, and within two hours,
15 of the exhibition’s 53 paintings had
been reserved.

The guild’s exhibition officer Anna
Bastin said of this instant success: “These
sales were a gratifying indication of the
reputation of the guild's artists, and the

Right: Platform for success: One of the artists exhibiting at Railart 2018 is Emma
Safe, whose distinctive style in charcoal on paper has intrigued many since she
appeared on the railway painting scene. A Liverpool Art School graduate, she

is particularly interested in station scenes, as is illustrated by this drawing of
passengers at Newcastle, one of three works by Emma selected for inclusion in the
exhibition.

continuing interest in railway art at its
very best”

Compliments

The paintings on display are
watercolours, oils, acrylics, charcoal and
other media in a wide range of styles
and sizes.

Anna said:“There have been many
compliments from visitors about the
works on display, including from Chris
at the opening, who provided an
entertaining and heartfelt address

Locomotion Museum on opening day,
August 19. On display to the left is a late-1940s scene from York North shed titled Shed bunking, depicting two trainspotters
at the doorway summoning up courage to enter as they admire the A1 and A4 Pacifics and a V2 inside. The painting on the
right is Lion - the pride of Beamish, featuring Beamish colliery draught horse Lion pulling a coal wagon through the pit
yard, a scene which Chris says in her exhibition notes would long ago have been an everyday event in the Durham coalfields.
Behind the artist is Class 7F ‘Super D’ 0-8-0 No. 9395 (BR No. 49395), built at the LNWR Crewe works in June 1921 as No. 485,
withdrawn in November 1959, and preserved as part of the National Collection. ROB PULHAM

Chris, a former railwayman, a regular
on BBCTV's Eggheads quiz programme,
and a supporter of the LMS-Patriot
project, which is building No. 5551 The
Unknown Warrior, appropriately wore
a greasetop driver’s hat for his opening
speech, much to the delight of the 100
guests.

Railways on Canvas by Christine
Pulham at Locomotion and Railart 2018
at Kidderminster Railway Museum each
run until September 30.

Entry to both is free.

n Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway
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The Bluebell Railway's SECR H 0-4-4T No. 263 passes Hazelden with the 10am from Sheffield Park on August 17. NICK GILLIAM

Talyllyn launches §20,000 Corris coach rebuild appeal

By Gareth Evans

THETALYLLYN Railway has launched
an appeal to restore the only coach still
operational from fellow 2ft 3in gauge
line, the original Corris Railway (CR).

While the full extent of the work
required will not be known until the
panelling is removed, it is expected to
cost in the region of £20,000, including
labour. Once funding is in place, it is
estimated the task will take around
six months.

The 22-seater was built in 1898 by the
by Metropolitan Carriage and Wagon
Co in Birmingham and was one of the
last two coaches built for the CR. It was
made redundant when passenger
services were withdrawn by the GWR,
which had acquired the CRin 1930.

The carriage, No. 8 and sister No. 7
were sold to a GWR official and moved
to his home in Gobowen, near Oswestry,
Shropshire. No. 7 was turned into a
chicken coop and No. 8 became a
summerhouse/greenhouse.

Preservation

In 1958, the coaches were located by
the TR. No. 8 was bought and moved
toTywyn in 1959, where the bodywork
was restored. A new chassis and running
gear were made in the TR's Pendre
Works. The restored coach was painted
in brown CR livery with ornate gold leaf
grecian lining and with original CR crests
surrounding the TR running number 17.

To mark the launch of the coach rebuild project on August 20 it was displayed
at Tywyn Wharf station along with Corris van No. 6, before being moved to
the railway’s Pendre Works in preparation for the restoration work to begin.

BARBARA FULLER

The coach entered service in 1961 and
with its all-round windows immediately
became popular.

On November 25, 1982 it carried
the Princess of Wales from Pendre
to Rhydyronen, with Prince Charles
travelling on the footplate of Fletcher
Jennings 0-4-OWT Dolgoch.

In 2008, No. 17 received a minor
overhaul and repaint, when the former
Pullman transfers used in 1961 were
replaced with Dutch Bronze transfers.
The vermilion lining was also altered to
reflect a surviving panel still extant on
the CR.

Nearly 60 years of use on the TR—
almost twice its time in service on the
CR - has taken its toll and the bodywork

now requires some major repairs
and rebuilding.

While the full extent of the work
required will only become clear when
panelling is removed and the ravages
of time are investigated, it is known the
east-end corner pillars are rotten and
panelling requires replacement.

Roughly half of the £20,000 estimate
is for materials and half for labour. It
is intended to do the work in Tywyn,
which will require the employment of a
skilled coach builder. It is hoped to retain
as much surviving original material
as possible, as there is still some 1898
material soldiering on in the carriage.

The carriage also requires a full
mechanical overhaul, including
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A close-up of one of the east-end
corner pillars, both of which need to be
replaced. TOM CURTIS/ TR

alignment checks on the bogies and
suspension modifications.

The other survivor

No. 7, the sister carriage to No. 8,
survives at the CR museum in Corris.
Half the vehicle has been restored, the
remainder left to give an idea of the
condition it was found in. No. 7 was
recovered 10 years after No. 8.

=» Donations can be made via
https://www.facebook.com/
corriscoach17rebuild/ or by post to:
Corris Coach Rebuilding Fund, c/o
Tywyn Wharf Station, Neptune Road,
Tywyn, Gwynedd, LL36 9EY.

Please make cheques payable to
Talyllyn Holdings Ltd.
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Eleven Class 50s at
Severn Valley 50th
anniversary gala

By Paul Appleton

FANS of the English Electric Class 50
‘Hoovers'are set for a treat when the
Severn Valley Railway stages its tribute
to the class over three days from
Thursday to Saturday, October 4-6.

Celebrating 50 years of the class, the
Class 50 Golden Jubilee event will see
as many as 11 members of the type in
operation. Six of the surviving examples
are in the care of the SVR-based Class 50
Alliance, with five others visiting from
other lines and private individuals.

Scheduled to appear are Nos. 50007/
8/15/17/26/31/33/35/44/49/50.

However, the participation of
No. 50033 Glorious is subject to
completion of its overhaul in time.

As well as full line services, a special
timetable will include local‘extras’
between Kidderminster and Bewdley,
giving an intensive service of Class 50

operation along the 16-mile line.

This should be the largest gathering of
asingle main line type, either steam or
diesel, with just 10 required in operation
to achieve that objective.

Kidderminster Diesel Depot will
be open to visitors on the Friday and
Saturday, while another feature will see
Class 50-hauled ballast trains in action.

Supporting stands with models, trade,
memorabilia and societies will also be in
attendance.

Visit www.svr.co.uk for further details.

Steam heat
Elsewhere, the SVR has agreed a
12-month hire agreement with the East
Lancashire Railway Diesel Group for one
of its operational Class 40s to be based
ontheline,

The loan period will include the
steam-heat period between October
and May, when a steam-boiler-fitted

In a year in which the heritage railway sector has been marking the 50th

anniversary of the end of British Railways main line steam, the Severn Valley
Railway is set to hold a record-breaking landmark gala to mark the
half-centenary of one of the best-loved diesel types that superseded steam - the
English Electric Class 50s. No.50031 (D431) Hood, in BR Intercity Swallow livery
with yellow front ends, is seen at Bewdley repositioning empty coaching stock
for the shuttle service to Kidderminster on May 18, 2017, during the spring diesel
gala. HUGH LLEWELLYN/CREATIVE COMMONS

diesel locomotive is required to cover
timetabled diesel turns on the line’s
Timetable A service.

This duty is currently being covered by
green-liveried No. 40106, which was due
to see operation during September, but
is set to be replaced by fellow Class 40
No. 40135 for the remainder of
the contract.

No. 40106 was built in 1960 at
Robert, Stephenson & Hawthorn Ltd
and entered traffic with the pre-TOPS
number 306. In August 1984, it was

named Atlantic Conveyor in honour

of those who lost their lives when the
Cunard cargo ship of that name was
sunk during the Falkland Islands conflict
in 1982.

Whistler swap

Split-headcode variant No. 40135 will
change places with No. 40106 once itis
ready to move to Kidderminster. Itis a
Vulcan Foundry-built example, entering
service in 1961 as D335. It was recently
repainted into BR blue.

By Gareth Evans

THE Ffestiniog & Welsh Highland
Railways has confirmed it intends to
repeat its series of heritage tours of the
Welsh Highland Railway in 2019.

Marketed as Journey into the Past,
and sponsored by the Welsh Highland
Heritage Group, the special trains were
trialled on Sundays in August.

Starting at Dinas, with a connection
for the first train from Caernarfon,
participants were greeted by their
host for the day, before boarding
their special train. Hauled by England
0-4-0STT No.2 Prince, the three
heritage carriages departed along the
original North Wales Narrow Gauge
Railway trackbed.

Different experiences
The first stop was at Tryfan Junction,
where the station building has been
lovingly restored by WHHG volunteers.

Participants could see inside and
learn more about the once-busy little
quarry line, the Bryngwyn branch.
Helped by a mug of station master’s tea
or coffee, participants could also make
use of some unusual photographic
opportunities, including a run-past at
Tryfan Junction.

After crossing the Caernarfon-
bound service train at Waunfawr and
continuing on to Rhyd Ddu, participants
could stop and see other former
stations and buildings, which often go
un-noticed from regular passing trains.

While the locomotive ran around and
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Ffestiniog Railway George England
0-4-0STT No.2 Princeis seen at the head
of a Journey into the Past special train,
which ran on Sundays in August and will &
be repeated next year. CHRIS PARRY/ F&WHR

took on water at Rhyd Ddu, participants
were served a packed lunch, with the
chance to stretch their legs before the
return to Dinas.

Those heading back to Caernarfon
could enjoy observing the shunting in
the hour’s connection back at Dinas.

F&WHR commercial manager Clare

Britton said:“The trial has been a
success — the concept has gone down
very well. We thought the trains would
only be popular with enthusiasts,

but we've actually found they have
attracted a surprising number of first
time visitors, who've wanted to do
something different. We intend to

operate them again in 2019.

“The nice thing about it is that Tryfan
Junction was done up by volunteers,
yet hardly anyone had seen inside what
is a wonderfully restored building.

“Running these trains has led to a
significant increase in footfall at the
station.’

“ Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway




New LMS Patriot: next stop Crewe

By Gareth Evans

THE construction of new-build LMS
Patriot No. 45551 The Unknown Warrior
continues ata number of locations — and
an exciting stage is set to be reached in
November when the public will be able
to inspect the locomotive.

Parts continue to be delivered to
Llangollen for fitting to the chassis
ahead of its planned move to
Crewe Heritage Centre in the week
commencing October 29 for trial fitting
the boiler in the frames.

Recent progress on the cab has
included the application of the first coat
of the correct red below waist height
inside. Volunteer David Hughes is now
experimenting on how to obtain the
correct scrumbled (wood grain) effect
for the cream section above. The seat
bases and pivots for the driver and

fireman's side have been delivered and
painted too.

David Bradshaw, chairman of The
LMS-Patriot Project, said:“The boiler is
going to be test fitted in the frames by
the end of October or early November -
it's a necessary stage to get it lined up.

“Meetings have taken place with
three possible contractors to complete
the locomotive - Llangollen Railway
Engineering, Riley and Son (E) Ltd and
Tyseley Locomotive Works.

First vision on public display
“We are hoping to be able to announce
the successful bidder at our annual
general meeting at Crewe Heritage
Centre on November 10.

“The locomotive with the boiler
still installed will be on display on
November 11, hopefully with the new
crest attached.

“This will be the first vision of a
complete locomotive.

“We have contracted completion of
the lubrication system to Nigel Day, a
highly respected steam engineer who
has recently overseen the complete
rebuilding of River Esk at the Ravenglass
& Eskdale Railway. The locomotive was
extensively damaged in a major fire in
the railway’s workshop in which only a
few original parts survived for re-use”

The Patriot’s boiler supplier, Heritage
Boiler Steam Services, has now secured
its own premises, situated in Huyton,
near Liverpool. The move from Butterley
will enable HBSS to expand its business
and it now has capacity to fulfil more
requirements and take on additional
contracts. The boilers of No. 45551
and Foxfield-based Bagnall 0-4-0ST
Hawarden moved to the new facility in
early September.

Cromuwell bows out of Poppy Line gala

BRITANNIA Pacific No. 70013 Oliver
Cromwell is no longer attending the
North Norfolk Railway’s autumn steam
gala due to a diary clash.

The NNR said in a statement:“While
it had been agreed with both the
National Railway Museum and the
locomotive’s custodians that No. 70013
would be visiting the NNR on October
12-14, it has now emerged that due
to prior bookings at its home, the
Great Central Railway, the transport
logistics will make it impossible for
the locomotive to appear at this
year’s event.

Next overhaul?
“We will still be operating an intensive
timetable over the three-day weekend
and will be fielding seven steam locos
from our home fleet, including our
long-term guests. We apologise for
any inconvenience!”

The NRM said: “Oliver Cromwell

will not be attending the rearranged
NNR autumn steam gala following a
scheduling clash. There are also plans
for the locomotive to visit Locomotion
in Shildon on September 22-23 and
to attend events at the GCR, including
the autumn steam gala (October 4-7)
and the Last Hurrah of the Season
(November 17-18). Attendance at
all events is subject to last-minute
changes and availability

With the boiler certificate for
No. 70013 due to expire on December
31, asked if there was any news as to
what would happen to the locomotive
after that, an NRM spokesman replied:
“We're currently in discussions with
the GCR and the 5305 Locomotive
Association regarding the future
operation of Oliver Cromwell. We are
awaiting detailed proposals, and a
decision will be made based on the
merits of these plans”

The GCR said that No. 70013 may yet

appear on some Santa specials after
the aforementioned events.

The GCR’s autumn gala will mark
70 years since the 1948 Locomotive
Exchange trials.

GCR gala line-up
The star guests will be unrebuilt Bulleid
Light Pacific No. 34092 City of Wells
in early BR livery and Thompson B1
No. 1264, and specially renumbered
as No. 1251 Oliver Bury, which ran
in the 1948 trials. They will join the
line’s Modified Hall 4-6-0 No. 6990
Witherslack Hall, which ran during
the trials on the section of the GCR's
London Extension that later became
the heritage line.

They will join BR Standard 9F 92214,
Stanier 8F No. 48624, Ivatt 2MT
No. 46521, BR Standard 2MT No. 78018
and Fowler 3F Jinty’No. 47406 from the
home fleet. Black Five’No. 45305 will
appear if repairs are complete.

NYMR upgrade
appeal
progresses

AT its recent annual general
meeting, the North Yorkshire
Moors Railway announced solid
progress with its £9.6 million
Yorkshire's Magnificent Journey
line upgrade and refurbishment
project, with around 70% of the
funding potentially secured.

The largest element, around
£4.6million, is due to come
from the Heritage Lottery Fund,
assuming that the railway
is successful in progressing
through the Stage 2 process.

The final application is due to
be submitted imminently, with
a decision expected around
February. Work is expected to
start around next Easter if the
application is successful and take
around five years to complete.

Recent high-profile failures
by the Great Central Railway
(Leicester North museum) and
National Railway Museum (York
expansion) to pass the Stage
2 process, despite successfully
passing Stage 1, provide cause
for concern over the likelihood of
approval, but the circumstances
are somewhat different in that
renewal of the Goathland bridges
is key to the line’s survival.

To date, just over £7 million
has potentially been secured,
including £1.7 million from
the EU with the help of the
Department for the Environment,
Food and Rural Affairs. A further
£700,000 from membership
donations, bequests and other
smaller grants leaves around £2.5
million to be raised. A generous
donation from a member has
allowed professional fundraisers
to be employed.

Teak survivor to be unveiled

at NYMR wartime weekend

VISITORS to the North Yorkshire Moors
Railway’s October 12-14 wartime
weekend will be able to see inside a
Victorian restaurant car that has not
carried passengers for 91 years.

An audio-visual presentation — From
Steam, Speed and Sumptuous Dining
toTracks into the Trenches — will tell the
story of East Coast Joint Stock third class
dining car No. 189, which last carried
passengers in 1927, after which the
carriage body was sold to a Holme-on-
Spalding-Moor pig farmer.

There it languished for some 60 years,
before a preservationist secured it in the
1980s, mounting it on an old underframe
recovered from a burned-out carriage.

Since 2010, the LNER Coach Association
has owned it and it has been undergoing
an extensive restoration, which is

now complete.

The exhibition will not only tell the
history of No. 189, but, set in a First World
War context, it will merge the factual
story with the fictional tale of Sam‘Nipper’
Perkins, former pantry boy, steward and
latterly soldier, together with true stories
from the NER battalion.

Visitors will don headsets containing
Sam's narration of the ECJS No. 189 story,
woven with his own WW1 story which
will take them on a journey through the
coach. The Restaurant Car will be divided
into sections containing a mock-up of

carriage designer David Bain'’s office, the
pantry, the actual ‘bare bones'framework
undergoing restoration,a WW?1 scenario
and a mock-up of dining tables set fora
sumptuous meal. Projected images or

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ.

Prior toiits
restoration by
the LNER Coach
Association
after an earlier
one was found
to have leftit
with defects,
East Coast Joint
Stock third
class dining car
No. 189 is seen
back on therails
after 60 years
on a pig farm.
LNERCA

large photos will help bring the story to
life and create an immersive experience.
When fully restored, No. 189 will be the
only extant ECJS carriage in which the
public will be able to travel.
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Home fleet to
centre-stage at
Churnet gala

THE Churnet Valley Railway’s
(CVR) North Staffordshire Railway
Company 40th anniversary gala
on October 19-21 will now feature
only home-based locomotives.

Planned guests GWR prairie
No. 4555’s overhaul at the
Dartmouth Steam Railway will
not be completed in time, while
Somerset & Dorset 7F 2-8-0
No. 53808 is no longer available
asitis required for service on the
West Somerset Railway.

With a shortage of guests, the
CVR hasiitself postponed the
visit of the Bahamas Locomotive
Society’s LNWR Webb coal tank
No. 1054 from the Keighley &
Worth Valley Railway.

Instead, the event will see
Class 08 No. 08633 and Class 33
No. 33021 launched in as yet
unknown new liveries.

Steam will feature in the form
of USATC S160 2-8-0 No. 5197
and Polish Tkh 0-6-0T No. 2944
Hotspur.Class 33 No. 33102
Sophie will also run.

2018 Carriage
Convention

THE 2018 Carriage Convention
is to be held at the Isle of Wight
Steam Railway on October 6-7.
The railway will exhibit the
coach featured in Channel 4's
Great Rail Restorations with
Peter Snow. Former NRM head
Steve Davies will present an
overview of the project.To
register, contact Gary Walker
at 2018carriageconvention@
iwsteamrailway.co.uk

‘First sod’ cut on Mid
Suffolk line extension

By Gareth Evans

THE extension of the Mid-Suffolk Light
Railway has started in traditional style,
with the cutting of thefirst sod"

A small ceremony was held on August
25 with the'Middy's' president Tony
Alston and Rob Patten from contractors
TES 2000 Ltd, which is helping with
advice and equipment.

Atrain of well-wishers witnessed
Tony, the project manager for the
extension, turning over the first turf with
asilver spade in the familiar manner
for beginning the work of laying a new
railway line.

TES 2000 and its associates Colas
Rail are both major railway contractors
working with Network Rail and will take
on the Middy project as part of their
apprentice training schemes.

Itis hoped that a start on the
preparation of the trackbed can be made
during October and November after the

Middy's steaming season and before the
Santa specials in December.

Middy volunteers have already made
a start on clearing the formation and
sorting the rail and sleepers the railway
has been stockpiling for several years.

When finished, the line will be a little
over double the existing length and total
approximately 0.6 miles.

There will be a small halt-style station
atthe end of the line to be called
Aspall, which will provide visitors with a
destination for their trip on the Middly.

Skills on track
Rob said the project will provide a prime
training ground for railway personnel:
“This is a great opportunity for TES, as
we will use our track apprentices on this
project, which will be a great learning
curve for them,” he said.

“This is a very exciting project to
be a part of and | am looking forward
to getting the machines in to kick

Cutting the ‘first sod’ are Middy vice chairman lan Meigh, Rob Patten of TES,
Middy president Tony Alston and Middy marketing manager John Reeve. MSLR

the works off. Once complete, | hope
that the extension of this historical
part of Mid Suffolk can be enjoyed
long into the future. It's fantastic to be
able to be giving something back to
the community”’

Original estimates for completion
of the project were up to three years,
but with the very welcome help from
TES 2000 and Colas Rail, progress to
completion could be much sooner.

In a separate development, a memorial
was unveiled on August 27 to honour
the five MSLR employees who were killed
in active service during the First World
War.The memoirial, located near the
restoration shed at Brockford station, will
also serve to commemorate volunteers of
the revived railway who have passed on.

The service was conducted by the
vicar of Wetheringsett, the Rev Julia Lall.
Proceedings were introduced to railway
visitors and Wetheringsett villagers by
the Middy vice-chairman, lan Meigh.

Middy vice chairman lan Meigh with
the Rev Julia Lall, who unveiled the
First World War memorial at Brockford
station. GERALDINE SMITH/MSLR

Corris new-build steam locomotive No. 10 approaches rolling chassis

The pony truck for the new Corris
locomotive being machined. CR
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CONSTRUCTION of the Corris Railway
new-build 0-4-2ST No. 10 Falcon has
taken another step forward, with the
machining of the pony truck wheels
and the manufacture of the axle.

The 12in diameter solid wheels have
cost £350 each, the axle £540 and four
bearings £52 each. The pony truck
has already been manufactured in the
workshops of two CR volunteers, but
the main construction work is being
carried out by Alan Keef Ltd.

Itis hoped that No. 10 will be
operational alongside the Kerr Stuart
Tattoo-style No. 7 by 2021, dependent
on fundraising.

No. 10 is approaching the rolling
chassis stage, with cylinders cast

and ready to be fitted. The boiler

and other components have been
manufactured and are ready to fit
once the connecting rods, valves and
motion parts are manufactured and
in place.

First train seat auction
As part of an effort to raise funds, the
CRis auctioning a seat to travel on
No. 10’s first passenger train. Sealed
bids should be made by October
22 and sent to: Corris Railway, 42
Bluebell Close, Taunton, Somerset,
TA1 3XQ.

A minimum bid of £50 is required.
The second and third-highest bidders
will be invited to No. 10 first day in

service, but may not be guaranteed
seats on the inaugural passenger train.
In a separate development, the first
stage of developing the Corris station
area has been taken, with the moving
of the village school wall.
This will be followed by moving
the boundary of the station site as
a prelude to creating a run-round
facility, which due to the limitations of
the station site area, will incorporate a
traverser. This will allow locomotives
to head all trains, rather than
propelling in one direction as is
the current practice. The use of the
traverser is necessary because the
station site is shared with the village
car park.

n Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway
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- y Light Pacific No. 34092 City of s
Wells and No. 60103 Flying Scotsman at Ramsbottom =
on August 25 during the A3 Pacific’s recent visit to

the East Lancashire Railway. DAVID DIPPIE

Four guests booked for major Minehead gala

THE West Somerset Railway will have the Swanage Railway. but will not be ready in time totake part ~ demonstrations will be held at Washford

three visiting steam locomotives for its
September 27-30 autumn gala.

BR Standard 5MT 4-6-0 No. 73082
Camelot, from the Bluebell Railway;
Bulleid Pacific No. 34052 Lord Dowding
(34046 Braunton), from Locomotive
Services at Crewe; Ivatt 2MT 2-6-2T
No. 41312, from the Mid-Hants Railway;
and BR Standard 4MT No. 80104, from

These will be joined by longer-term
visitors Nos. 7820 Dinmore Manor,
7822 Foxcote Manor and USATC S160
2-8-0 No. 6046, along with home fleet
locomotives Somerset & Dorset 7F
No. 53808 and GWR 4-6-0 No. 6960
Raveningham Hall.

WR 4-6-0 No. 7828 Odney Manor may
head shed,

in this gala.

Itis planned to use the Ivatt on some
short local services in between the
full-line trains and on some shuttles
down to the platform and triangle at
Norton Fitzwarren.

A goods train formation will also be
run at the beginning and during the

using Ryan Pope’s saddle tank No. 1219.

Museums and workshops will also be
open to the public to view progress on
overhauls and restorations at various
times through the weekend.

The popular‘Quantock Belle’dining
train will be serving all-day breakfasts
and lunches on the Friday, Saturday

be on display outside Mi middle part of each day. Shunting
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Edwardian survivor: Former New South Wales Government Railways’ C30T class No. 3016 heads a train of end-platform carriages on a railtour in Molonglo Gorge near

Queanbeyan, NSW, in September 2014. The 4-6-0, built by Beyer Peacock in Manchester in 1903, is one of two steam locomotives that are part of the rolling stock at
Canberra Railway Museum which has been saved by a heritage railway company after being shut down nearly two years ago. HOWARD MOFFAT

Top railway museum to reopen
after rescue by new owners

By Geoff Courtney

ONE OF Australia’s leading railway
museums, which was for many years
home to a number of British-built steam
locomotives including one of the world's
largest operational preserved engines,
has been saved nearly two years after its
dramatic and unexpected closure.

Canberra Railway Museum closed in
November 2016 following the financial
collapse of the ACT division of the
Australian Railway Historical Society,
which ran the museum. As volunteers,
preservationists and enthusiasts reeled
from the sudden closure, two of the
society’s prized Beyer Peacock-built
assets, Garratt 4-8-4+4-8-4 No. 6029 and
4-6-0 No. 3016, were hurriedly relocated
by officials to another railway museum
150 miles away.

Amid reports that it had debts of
at least £425,000, the society was
placed in provisional liquidation and
global accountancy firm Deloitte was
appointed administrator to oversee
affairs, with its first move being the
transfer of the two engines. In August
last year the firm held a controversial
auction on site, despite attempts by
enthusiasts to halt proceedings, and
nearly £250,000 after costs was raised
to be used to help settle creditor claims
and other liabilities.

Among the assets sold were 4-6-4T
No.3013 and 4-6-0 No. 3102, built for
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New South Wales Government Railways
by Beyer Peacock of Manchester in
1903 and 1912 respectively, an 1800hp
Co-Codiesel, a 35 ton steam crane
built by Ransomes & Rapier of Ipswich
in 1915, and a variety of rolling stock
including carriages.

The museum’s coveted Garratt
No. 6029, which emerged from Beyer
Peacock’s works in 1953, was not put
under the hammer as Deloitte said
it was not for sale, but within weeks
of the auction the accountancy firm
performed a U-turn and put it on
the market.

This caused further angst among the
Australian preservation movement,
as it was feared the 254 ton giant may
end up overseas - a scenario which had
echoes of many people’s concerns when
our own Flying Scotsman was put up for
sale in 2004. However, as with the LNER
Pacific, those fears proved unfounded
when it was bought last November by
enthusiast Phil Davis and businessman
David Sommerville.

Desperation turns to joy

With the museum’s assets being sold
and its site in Canberra becoming
overgrown and a magnet for thieves
and graffiti artists, former volunteers
despaired that it would never be saved,
but their desperation turned to joy in
early August when it was revealed that
the museum had new owners who

planned to reopen it early next year.

The owner is Capital Region Heritage
Rail, a newly-registered charity that
has been founded to run the museum
and operate heritage trains, while
additionally a separate holding
company, ACT Heritage Rail Holdings,
has been established to take over
ownership of the museum’s railway
assets, ensuring that if the revived
museum was to fail, the assets would
not be at risk.

‘A bit of work to do’

Work on clearing the run-down
museum site has already started,

but John Cheeseman, a retired bank
manager and long-time museum
volunteer who is chairman of Capital
Region Heritage Rail, cautioned: “Given
the fact that the site has been closed for
more than 18 months, we've got a bit
of work to do before we reopen early
next year.

Another problem is that much of the
rolling stock that was sold by Deloitte
atthe auction ayear agoiis still on the
museum site, and it is understood this
includes locomotives and carriages.

“If the new owners of this stock don’t
collect they will be charged rent;’
said John.

“We are not going to be the big multi-
million organisation it was, but we're
certainly not going to run up debts
either. We've got a proper company

board in place, so that we've got the
governance right”

The museum’s reduced fleet under
Capital Region Heritage Rail includes a
couple of rail motors, 20 carriages and
two steam locomotives — No. 3016, one
of the two hurriedly moved away days
after the museum closed, and another
Beyer Peacock product, No. 1210.

This 4-4-0 was builtin Manchester in
1878 for New South Wales Government
Railways and in May 1914 worked
the first train into Canberra. It had
remained in the abandoned museum
after the closure nearly two years ago,
and last December had priceless parts
stolen, including original cab brass and
copper fittings.

The museum was handed over to its
new owners on September 1, and
another landmark event that weekend
was Garratt No. 6029 returning to
Canberra for the first time since it was
moved when the museum closed.

Now based at the NSW Rail Museum
in Thirlmere, south-west of Sydney,
the mammoth engine was in town
to operate a series of shuttles from
Canberra station to Queanbeyan, 7'2
miles away, and Bungendore, a journey
of 18 miles.”NSW Rail Museum did
this in partnership with us, and they
used our facilities to service the train;’
explained John, who added that he
expected further cooperation between
the two museums in the future.

n Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway



Dalbeattie museum
celebrates 25 years

By Hugh Dougherty

AN INDEPENDENT museum in
Dalbeattie, which has played its part
in keeping the town’s railway heritage
alive, is celebrating its silver jubilee.

Volunteer-run Dalbeattie Museum
Trust opened in 1993, and put on show
items salvaged from Dalbeattie station
on the Dumfries to Stranraer line, which
were rescued after the railway closed
in 1965.

Exhibits on show include the last
stationmaster’s hat,a model of an
LMS 2P 4-4-0, a train staff, pictures
and tickets, and the builder’s plate
salvaged from the now-demolished Urr
Viaduct outside the town - beautifully
restored and dating from the bridge’s
reconstruction in 1886.

Non-railway exhibits include domestic
appliances, agricultural machinery
and a display on RMS Titanic, as first
officer William Murdoch was born
and educated in Dalbeattie, while the

museum hosts an archive of steam
traction engines.

Founder and museum trust chairman
Tommy Henderson said:“We're
delighted to have achieved 25 years
preserving the heritage of Dalbeattie. |
remember the station when it was open
very well myself, and we're pleased to be
able to have saved several railway items
which are now on display.

“We're also very keen to receive
donations of railway artefacts for display.
The latest one we received is an original
gas lamp from Dalbeattie station. It was
presented to us by former resident John
Berry who, as a teenager, had liberated’
the lamp in 1966 from the closed station
and converted it to electric light. He
came all the way from his Oxfordshire
home to present it to us and we are very
grateful to him?

Anyone who might like to donate or
lend railway artefacts to the museum
can contact Tommy Henderson at
info@dalbeattiemseum.co.uk
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Railway provides volunteers with home from home

By Geoff Courtney

IT MAY not be the Ritz or have been
awarded any stars, but to the volunteers
of the Kent & East Sussex Railway, it's
top-class accommodation that provides
welcome comforts after a hard shift.

In what Shaun Dewey, the railway’s
general manager, describes as the
“biggest step change in volunteer
facilities for many years,"two blocks
of single-bedroom units have been
opened at the railway’s Tenterden base
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Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ.

for the use of anyone working on the
railway, especially volunteers who live a
distance away.

The two blocks comprise six single
bedrooms - complete with double-
glazing and blackout curtains - showers
and toilets, and kitchens with cooking
facilities. The charge to stay is £5
per night to fund heating, cleaning
and maintenance, while the normal
maximum stay is seven nights.

“A great deal of effort and resources
have been put into providing this

facility, and I must thank all those
concerned for bringing the project

to fruition,’ said Shaun.“Many of the
installation team gave up their holidays
to work on site in some of the hottest
temperatures for years”’

Part of the heavy work was carried
out by the railway’s Ransomes &
Rapier 36 ton steam crane No. 815,
which was built for the Southern
Railway in 1926."This fascinating
machine could be viewed close-up by
our passengers and caused a great

[ | g |

deal of interest,” said Shaun.

The first volunteer to use the facility
was Steve West from Lincolnshire, while
KESR chairman lan Legg, who lives in
Suffolk, was another early ‘guest.He
said: A massive amount of hard work
went into achieving the project in a very
short space of time”’

The railway is also celebrating the
return of BR Mk.1 coach E4355, which
has been overhauled in crimson and
cream - a livery not seen on the line for
many years. Built by the Birmingham
Railway Carriage & Wagon Co in 1956,
it saw service at York, and towards the
end of its career was used as a special
instruction coach for SAS training, based
at Morton-on-Lugg in Herefordshire.

Numbered 68 in the KESR fleet, it
arrived on the line in 1999 and was
used as a static buffet at Bodiam
station, before entering service after
restoration in 2010. Its latest overhaul
was completed in time for it to be used
for this year’s summer season.

Smile please: The KESR footplate crew
of former Norwegian State Railways’
21Cclass No. 376 smile for the camera
as they wait for departure from
Tenterden with the 11.45am to Bodiam
on August 17. The venerable coaches
behind the 1919-built 2-6-0 are, from
nearest the camera, a South Eastern &
Chatham Railway ‘birdcage’ built in
1910, a SECR 3rd class of 1901, a SECR
coach dating from 1888, Metropolitan
Railway ‘Jubilee’ steam stock No. 353
of 1892 on loan from London Transport
Museum, and a GER six-wheeler of 1887.
The combined age of the five coaches
is 612 years. ANDREW FREEMAN
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L&B restarts new-build
Manning Wardle scheme

By Robin Jones

THE Lynton & Barnstaple Railway has
revived its mothballed plan to build
anew Manning Wardle 2-6-2T - and

intends to build a second one at the same

time, ata cost of £1.1 million.

The Lynton &Barnstaple Railway
Trust will be launching a project to build
the pair at the line’s September 29-30
autumn gala. The gala will see the two
existing L&B new-builds, the Ffestiniog
&Welsh Highland Railways'updated
version of Lew which was built by
Manning Wardle & Co for the L&B in 1925,
and the recently completed Baldwin
2-4-2T Lyn running together.

AtWoody Bay, it will be possible to
see -and hear - two L&B engines in action
together for the first time since 1935, and
on home ground too.

When the heritage line is extended
from its present mile to 52 miles
following the Exmoor National Park
Authority’s decision to grant planning
permission in March, more locomotives
and rolling stock will be needed.

Design improvements

As the L&BR Trust is dedicated to
rebuilding the line as close to the
original as possible, a new Yeo and a
new Exe will be built to join the new
Lyn. Like the new Lyn, the new Manning
Wardles will be identical externally to
the originals (with the modified cabs
introduced just before World War One)
but incorporate subsequent design
improvements internally to make
them both more powerful and more

economical. They will therefore be new
engines, not simple replicas.

The three Manning Wardle locos for
which the L&B is famous were all named
after three-letter Devon rivers (Yeo, Exe
and Taw) and were all delivered to the
railway in November 1897, six months
before the line opened on May 11, 1898.

The new Yeo will be built at the
workshop in Derbyshire where
volunteers have just finished restoring
War Office Hunslet 4-6-0T No. 303,
while the new Exe will be constructed at
the Ffestiniog’s Boston Lodge. Neither
workshop has the capacity to build
both locomotives at the same time, but
they will be built from the same plans
(the Manning Wardle original) using
standardised parts, many of which will be
made elsewhere anyway.

As the L&BR Trust now owns the

Manning Wardle name, the two new
engines will therefore be genuine
Manning Wardle machines.The
combined cost has been projected as
£1.1 million. Construction will start soon,
once the CAD drawings are prepared,
and funds begin to add up. Full drawings
and pattern equipment have been
made available thanks to James Evans
and the Ffestiniog, and the name and SR
numberplates will be delivered shortly.

Lessons learned

The original chimney from Yeo has been
donated to the project - raising the
philosophical question whether the new
locomotive will be a new build, or an
exceptionally heavy general overhaul.
The railway also has an original Manning
Wardle pressure gauge restored and
ready for use.

Two decades ago, the L&B began work
on building a new Yeo. However, the
project was placed on hold while the
Ffestiniog built Lyd, to see if lessons could
be learned from its construction.

A set of frames was constructed by
Winson Engineering in Daventry, which
closed down shortly afterwards. The
frames were retrieved from Winson and
have been in storage ever since, but they
would have to be rigorously tested before
being used. Furthermore, the intention is
to standardise parts as much as possible
for ease of maintenance and economy in
holding spares, so it seems unlikely that
the Winson parts will be used in the new
project. When the two new Manning
Wardles are built, taking Lyd into account,
there will be the same number of original
L&B locomotives in service today as there
was on the pre-1935 line!

Ballater’s royal phoenix station rises from the ashes

SCOTLAND'S Old Royal Station in
Ballater has been reopened to the
public more than three years after being
gutted in afire.

As reported in issue 203, the blaze tore
through the B-listed building early on
May 12,2015 destroying around 90% of
the museum and associated restaurant.
Fire crews however, managed to save
a £450,000 replica of a royal carriage,
used by Queen Victoria for her trips over
the Deeside branch to nearby Balmoral
Castle, which was installed at the
museum in 2008 and has proved hugely
popular with visitors. Further damage
was later caused by Storm Frank in late
December 2015.

Ballater was the nearest station to
Balmoral Castle, Victoria's Scottish
holiday home. The showpiece station
was the largest wooden building ever
built by the Deeside Railway, and many
of Europe’s aristocrats passed through
the station in the 19th century.

The Deeside branch closed in 1966,
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but the station building was later
reopened as a visitor centre highlighting
the Royal Family’s connection to

the area.

Part of the branch at Milton of
Crathes has been revived as the Royal
Deeside Railway.

The gutted station has since been
rebuilt by owner Aberdeenshire Council
with input from Historic Environment
Scotland and the Cairngorms National
Park Authority and was officially
reopened to visitors by Aberdeenshire
Lord Provost Bill Howatson, who cut
a ribbon to mark the completion of
the rebuild on August 20. Again, it
houses a tourist information centre,
restaurant and tearoom run by The
Prince’s Foundation, a public library and
the restored royal waiting room and
the carriage.

A new space extends along the old
platform and over the tracks where the
carriage sits, taking the form of railway
sheds, mixing Royal heritage with local
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Better than new - the Old Royal Station at Ballater. ABERDEENSHIRE COUNCIL

history. The waiting room interior

has been painstakingly repaired by
specialists to ensure the quality is
equal to that lost in the fire. As part

of the repair and conservation work
as much of the original fabric is being

retained as far as possible.

Robert Lovie of The Prince’s
Foundation said:“It's just incredible to
see it all open again, giving the people
of Royal Deeside back what has been
such a special part of their lives up here!

n Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway



Passengers are invited to join new build steam locomotive Tornado on ‘The Aberdonian’ and ‘The North Briton
for a nostalgic experience of steam hauled travel in 2019.

auloH Apuy
uosuiqoy piaoQg

‘The Aberdonian’ ‘The North Briton’

Picking up at Edinburgh and Haymarket stations, join us as we travel over ~ With four departures from London and East Coast stations, and two
the Forth Bridge and along the stunning Scottish Coast as we travel to the  further departures from the East Midlands*, travel with Tornado over the
historic coastal city of Aberdeen. world famous Settle and Carlisle Railway.

@ Saturday 31 August 2019 ® Saturday 16* February 2019 @ Saturday 9* February 2019*
® Saturday 8" June 2019 ® Saturday 24 August 2019*
@ Saturday 20* July 2019

@ Saturday 7% August 2019

® Thursday 14 March 2019
® Thursday [I** August 2019 ® Saturday 7 September 2019
® Thursday 8% August 2019

TICKET PRICES (STARTING FROM) To make a booking visit
First Class Dining £235.00 alsteam.com/railtours or call
First Class Non-Dining £159.00 01438 715050 60163 TORNADO

New Steam for the Main Line

Standard Class £99.00 Full T&C's are available on the booking site.

The LMS-Patriot Project

CREATING THE NEW NATIONAL MEMORIAL ENGINE

BECOME A MEMBER OF
THE LMS-PATRIOT PROJECT AND HELP
COMPLETE THE UNKNOWN WARRIOR

The LMS-Patriot Project was formed to build an entirely new ‘Patriot’ steam
locomotive as all 52 of the class were scrapped by British Railways in the early
1960s. Named The Unknown Warrior it will be the new national memorial
engine, dedicated to keeping the memory alive of those who have made
the ultimate sacrifice in two World Wars and more recent conflicts.

It will be a lasting, moving memorial for the British public to see and cherish.

You can help the Project complete the build by becoming
a member and consider making a regular or one-off donation.

To join download a form visit www.Ims-patriot.org.uk/membership,
call the office on 01785 244156 or email info@lms-patriot.org.uk

Registered Company No. 6502248 - Registered Charity No. 1123521

Contains over 100 superb
monochrome and colour photos,
many previously unpublished,
of this much missed class of
locomotive. All profits from the
book will go directly
towards the
completion of

£18-95 No. 5551

U TAY  The Unknown
Warrior.

OUT NOW!

THE PATRIOTS
A PICTORIAL RECORD
VOLUME ONE

Nos. 45500-45525

T eE
PATRIOTS

Order your copy at wwwIms-patriot.org.uk/shop
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Fresh hopes boost
for Don Valley revival

By Robin Jones

A LONG-STANDING bid to reopen the
eastern end of the formerWoodhead line
to passenger trains has been boosted by a
local property investor.

The Don Valley Railway (DVR) was set up
in 2003 to reintroduce regular commuter
services between Stocksbridge and
Sheffield Victoria.

The group commissioned a report
in 2010 which said that the currently
freight-only line could see a twice-hourly
11-minute shuttle service run between
Deepcar near Stocksbridge and the closed
Sheffield Victoria station, at a cost of just
£4.3 million. The study also pencilled in
anew heritage station nearthe A616
at South Wortley in Barnsley, on a new
spur line, which would accommodate
steam locomotives.

In 2000, the possibility to extend the
Sheffield Supertram to Stocksbridge was
considered but later rejected. At present
the line is used for traffic to and from
Liberty Speciality Steels in Stocksbridge.

However, a new South Yorkshire
(Woodhead) Heritage Railway group was
launched in July by Stocksbridge-based
property investor David Breen, and it
already has around 130 members.

David has said he is prepared to use
some of his own money for the project,
and is already in negotiations to buy two

sections of land north of the old Deepcar
station, for a heritage line with steam,
while working with the DVR. A share issue
is another possibility that he is considering.

He said:"The existing transport from
Stocksbridge into Sheffield city centre is
appalling. It takes about an hour, which
don't thinkis acceptable, especially when
you have a perfectly usable railway line
sitting there. Parts of the Woodhead line
are stunning and we need to be selling
Sheffield as a beautiful place”’

The DVR aims to open stations serving
Stocksbridge, Deepcar, Oughtibridge,
Wadsley Bridge (for North Sheffield/
Hillsborough) and Sheffield Victoria.

David's group has just applied to
purchase two parcels of land on the South
Wortley Spur between Deepcar and
the A616. He has received notification
from Network Rail that a surveyor has
been instructed.

The line was built by the Sheffield,
Ashton-under-Lyne and Manchester
Railway and opened in 1845, later
becoming part of the Great Central
Railway. Electrification of the Woodhead
was first suggested by the GCR owing
to the difficulties of operating heavy
steam-hauled coal trains on the
Penistone-Wath section. Definitive plans
were drawn up by the LNER in 1936 and
many gantries for the electric wires were
erected before the Second World War,

which brought a halt to the scheme.

After the war, the project was restarted
with the boring of a third Woodhead
Tunnel to supersede the twin single-
bore Victorian tunnels which had been
damaged by years of smoke from
steam locomotives. The first section was
energised on February 2, 1952, and the
whole project was finally completed in
1955. It was the only main line in the UK
with 1.5kV DC electrification.

Despite the fact that axeman Dr Richard
Beeching did not recommend the
electrified Woodhead Route for closure,
passenger services between Sheffield
Victoria and Manchester ended in 1970
and were diverted on to the longer Hope
Valley route. In 1981, the Woodhead line
was closed as a through route between
Sheffield and Manchester. The closure was
prompted by afall in freight trains using
the line between the Yorkshire coalfields
and power stations in the North West.
The line was shut between Penistone and
Hadfield. A single line was leftin place
until 1986.

Three years earlier, the last remaining
scheduled passenger services using the
line between Sheffield and Penistone
(and on to Huddersfield) were replaced
by an alternative service via Barnsley. That
left the section between Deepcar and
Penistone closed completely, with only
steelworks traffic remaining.

Tour new P2’s workshop in virtual reality

THE £5 million project to build new
Gresley P2 2-8-2 No. 2007 Prince of Wales
has launched a virtual reality 3D internet
tour of its Darlington Locomotive

Works headquarters.

The tour has been created by C3Sixty,

a North East-based company which
scans and captures various buildings
and projects.

The virtual tour allows visitors to the
project’s website from across the world to
see Prince of Wales under construction. It
can be accessed at www.p2steam.com

It allows supporters to click through the
workshop, look at various videos relating
to components and find out more about
No. 2007 and its six predecessors. For
those with 3D headsets/glasses, the
tour can be accessed via the View in VR
icon in the bottom right-hand while
viewing the tour and following the
simple instructions.

Adam Pomeroy, director of C3Sixty,
approached The A1 Steam Locomotive
Trust, following a family visit to the works.
He said:“This is such an exciting local
project and we are delighted that we are
able to help promote how excellent it
really is!

“We are looking forward to working
together withThe A1 Steam Locomotive
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The interface of the new Darlington Locomotive Works 3D internet tour. A1SLT

Trust to create further 3D virtual
tours as the build progresses and a
360-degree video of a footplate ride on
No.60163 Tornado.”
P2 project director Mark Allatt said:“We
are pleased that C3Sixty approached
us with this idea as it enables us to give
our supporters a feel for what goes on in
Darlington Locomotive Works, no matter
where in the world they are. We are
extremely grateful for their sponsorship
of the 3D tour of No. 2007 Prince of Wales.
“We are delighted with the level of
support that the project to build Britain's
most powerful steam locomotive has
received since construction started

only three years ago. Thanks to our
supporters'continued generosity, almost
£2m has been spent on construction,
over £24 million donated and over £3
million pledged”’

Gresley’s P2 2-8-2s were the most
powerful passenger steam locomotives
to operate in the UK, designed to haul
600 ton trains on the arduous Edinburgh
to Aberdeen route. Sadly, the design
was never fully developed and they were
rebuilt in 1943/44 and scrapped by 1961.
=» For details of how to help the P2
project, visit www.p2steam.com or
email enquiries@p2steam.com or
telephone 01325 460163.

East
Yorkshire’s
idyllic
railway
backwater

Words and pictures
by Stuart Chapman

WHERE in the UK can you find a
standard gauge railway inspired

by the light railways of Colonel
Holman F Stephens? While the

Kent & East Sussex Railway, Rother
Valley Railway or even the East Kent
Railway may spring to mind, there

is a small standard gauge railway
tucked away in the quiet countryside
of the East Riding of Yorkshire, not far
from the small historic market town
of Howden.

In a remote and tranquil location
you'll find an attractive little station, a
short running line, a locomotive and
stock where a small but dedicated
group of friends meet most weeks to
work on the railway.

The East Wressle & Brind Railway
was the dream of the late Colin Shutt
who sadly passed away in 2016. It
all started back in 2004 when Colin
decided to build a replica Ford
railbus to enter into a competition.

Colonel Stephens introduced two
Ford railbuses into service on the
KESR in 1923.The vehicle interiors
were very much the same asa
standard rural bus and could carry
around 20 seated passengers. After
afew minor teething problems,
they proved relatively successful
and were introduced to other
lines, including one on the nearby
Derwent Valley Light Railway
near York.

Replica railbus

With the help and support of the
Colonel Stephens Society, Colin
built his replica railbus using some
original components at his Yorkshire
home, winning a commendation for
his work.

The railbus obviously needed
to run and that was the start of
the East Wressle & Brind Railway.
Having gone to great lengths to
build the railbus, the attention paid
to the railway was no less detailed,
with a beautiful small station and
supporting infrastructure.

In July 2013 the Derwent Valley
Railway celebrated its 100th
anniversary with a special gala event
and the replica railbus was one of the
star attractions, giving rides to the
many members of the public who
attended the event.

Just before he died, Colin gifted the

n Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway



The East Wressle & Brind Railwaysstat nwith |
i its sole motive power present. ¥
'i‘ Inset: The interior of the station waiting ro
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The late Colin Shutt’s replica
Ford railbus in action on the
Derwent Valley Railway.

So Colonel Stephens in style - a gated
crossing on the East Wressle & Brind
Railway.

A ‘freight’ working using the line’s
onlyvan.

Ford railbus to the Colonel Stephens waiting room and ticket office. East Wressle & Brind Railway. A total The infrastructure is now largely

Society, and it was moved to the Inside, there is a wealth of Colonel of 204 were built up to 1967 and they complete and the railway is unlikely to

Colonel Stephens Railway Museum Stephens memorabilia on display were exported all over the world. The extend beyond its current limit. Work

in Tenterden, Kent on June 5,2017 including tickets, timetables, news railway’s example was delivered new is therefore now being undertaken

for display in a specially built shelter articles and pictures.Onahookonone  to Frederick Parker Ltd in Leicester in on the restoration of an open wagon

alongside. This was far fromtheend of ~ wall hangs the station master’s cap, 1954 and worked for 15 years hauling which when finished will display a

the railway though, and with support while on another a clock keeps time. aggregates, before being withdrawn.In  ‘Wressle Brickyard'logo.

of Elizabeth, Colin’s widow, and a small 1972 it was purchased by the Quorn &

group of volunteers, the East Wressle Motive power Woodhouse Action Groupandwasone  Hidden gem

and Brind railway continues to flourish. A single semaphore signal stands atthe  of the first locomotives to work on the Also stored in one of the workshops
The main running line consists of end of the platform guarding a level embryonic Great Central Railway. around the back is Wickham

about 300ft of track running from the crossing. The whole area is decorated The locomotive then moved to No. 7516, which is in the collection

station alongside a field to a small with flowers in pots and hanging Ruddington on the Great Central of the Rail Trolley Trust and awaits

wooded area. A single point just baskets reminiscent of a time when Railway (Nottingham), before coming long-term restoration.

beyond the station leads back to the staff took such pride in their stations. to the East Wressle & Brind Railway It's all soidyllic, a real hidden gem,

locomotive shed. Motive power is provided by Ruston four years ago. The Ruston sees regular ~ where out of the limelight a small
Modelled very much on a light Hornsby 48DS 4wDM No. 371971. use, either moving stock around or group of friends just enjoy working

railway and set amongst open These locomotives were introduced giving visitors rides in the cab.Theonly  together and keeping the legacy of

farmland, the station is a beautiful in 1941 to replace steam in small other item of operational rolling stock light railways alive in this little corner of

wayside halt, with a short platform locations and were easily operated currently is a mess van converted from Yorkshire. Visits to the private railway

with a single building consisting of a by one man, making it ideal for the a GC non-vent van built at Dukinfield. can be organised by arrangement.

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. Heritagerailway.co.uk 39



No ‘Black Five’ but

Crewe sends two
locos to SVR gala

By Paul Appleton

THE disappointment caused by the
non-availability of Stanier‘Black Five'
No.45231 The Sherwood Forester, which
was to join the Severn Valley Railway
fleet for the busy summer season before
starring at its showcase autumn steam
gala, has been more than made up for by
Crewe promising two other members of
its main line fleet instead.

With No. 45231 undergoing extended
maintenance and therefore grounded
for all of the summer season, the Royal
Scot Locomotive and General Trust is
now sending both its namesake LMS
7P No.46100 Royal Scot and Crewe
shedmate, BR Standard No. 70000
Britannia, to help create a remarkable
11-locomotive line-up for the September
20-23 event.

Britannia arrived at Kidderminster by
road on Tuesday, September 4 prior to
testing on the Kidderminster-Bewdley
section over the following three days.
TheBrit'was withdrawn from service
in 2015 after excessive vibration was
noticed while in use on main line tours.
Since then work has taken place at
LNWR Heritage, Crewe, to rectify the
problem, and it is hoped that following
recommissioning tests at the SVR,
followed by a starring role at the gala, it
can return to the main line at the head of
trains operated by newly-created Saphos
Railtours, which entered the market with
a series of 'bargain fare'trains earlier this
year.The Riddles Pacific made its last
appearance at the SVR during the line’s
2015 autumn steam gala.

Powerful line-up

Royal Scot came to the SVR in September
2015 for mileage accumulation and high
speed testing, prior to its return to the
main line following completion of its
long-running overhaul at Locomotive
Services in Crewe. It also saw action
during that year’s SVR autumn steam
gala, alongside Britannia.

This time it will operate alongside
former fellow Bressingham Steam
Museum resident No. 6233 Duchess of
Sutherland. The Pacific was unveiled
atWest Shed on the Midland Railway-
Butterley on September 9, sporting
its freshly-applied LMS crimson lake
paintwork, having last runin BR lined
green prior to its latest boiler overhaul
by owners, the Princess Royal Class
Locomotive Trust. The Stanier 4-6-2
last visited the SVR for its 2013 autumn
steam gala.

At the SVR gala, the opportunity will be
taken to match the LMS Pacific with the
SVR's full set of matching LMS coaches.

It will be one of a trio of Pacifics in
action, alongside Britannia and resident
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Bulleid Light Pacific No. 34027 Taw
Valley.The fourth guest locomotive is
North Eastern Locomotive Preservation
Group's recently-overhauled NER Q6
0-8-0 No. 63395, visiting from the North
Yorkshire Moors Railway, which will
operate alongside fellow centenarian,
Churchward 2-8-0 No. 2857, which
enjoyed its own special goods gala to
mark the milestone in June this year.
The Q6, one of the last pre-Grouping
survivors to be withdrawn by BR, is
making its first-ever visit to the SVRand is
currently in BR black livery.

Although it was hoped that the
railway’s own BR standard 4MT 4-6-0
No. 75069 would be making its gala
debut following a lengthy overhaul, it is
now likely to be on static display, albeit
not yet complete, but the railway is still
able tofield a line-up of 11 locomotives,
with seven of its own alongside the four
guest engines.

‘Auto sandwich’

As well as Nos. 34027 and 2857, these
will include No. 7802 Bradley Manor and
‘Flying Pig'No. 43106 on the overnight
trains on Friday and Saturday, while
smaller engines will be used on‘local’
trains, with PTR/GWR 0-6-0ST No. 813
and Collett 0-6-OPT No. 7714 featuring
on the line’s GWR ‘Toplight’ coaches,
and auto-fitted GWR 0-4-2T No. 1450
working on single and double coach
autotrains —in the latter case as a
‘sandwich a feature not seen on the SVR
for some years.

On each of the main gala days there
will be at least eight of the 11 locos
mentioned above used on trains,
including all four guest locomotives,
while on the Thursday there will be six
locomotives in action, including all of the
guests apart from No. 46100.

Other attractions will include walk-on
breakfast trains (no need to book),
Eardington station open (trains do not
stop), dining train on Sunday, Paddock
Railway (Hampton Loade) and Coalyard
Railway (Kidderminster) in action, and
at Highley, the first gala opening of
the Engine House, with its new line-up
of eight locomotives, including GWR
small‘Prairie’No. 4566 and ‘pannier tank’
No. 5764. Stanier duo 8F No.48773 and
‘Black Five'No. 45110, which recently
starred in the railway’s End of Steam
event on August 4, as reported in issue
245, are now in stock at Kidderminster.

Chris Vine, author of the Peter’s Railway
books, will be at the Engine House
from Friday to Sunday to sign copies
of his books and chat to young railway
enthusiasts. For full details of the event,
including advance ticket information,
plus any updates to the information
given above, visit www.svr.co.uk

Repairs to the front of Swanage Railway-based Bulleid Battle of Britain Light

Pacific No. 34070 Manston at Tyseley Locomotive Works are well underway. The
buffer damage it sustained in a low-speed non-injury collision - during shunting
operations - between Manston and BR Standard 4MT 2-6-4T No. 80104 in an area
not open to the public between the signalbox and the engine shed at Swanage
station just after 9am on Monday, July 24, 2017. ROBIN JONES

Holy War set to
restart in 2019

THE Bala Lake Railway is aiming to

have Quarry Hunslet 0-4-0ST No. 779 of
1902 Holy War back in trafficin spring
next year. The locomotive, a resident

at the heritage line for 43 years, was
withdrawn from service after its 10-year
boiler ticket expired at the end of the
August bank holiday weekend. A swift
overhaul is planned.

Prince George to go
on display at Crewe

THE LNWR George The Fifth Steam
Locomotive Trust, builder of new
George the Fifth express passenger
4-4-0 No. 2013 Prince George, is to
mount a permanent display of the
project at Crewe Heritage Centre.
The trust has been sharing ideas
with the LNWR Society at the centre.

Recently-rebuilt Davey Paxman 2-8-2 River Esk runs round its Ravenglass &
Eskdale Railway train at Eskdale Green on August 19. MATT DITCH

“ Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway



Make magical memories aboard our special train

The Chester Chuffer

Saturday, |5 December

Pick-up stations:

Salisbury, Westbury, Bath Spa ,
Bristol Parkway, Cam & Dursley,
Cheltenham Spa,Worcester Shrub Hill,
Kidderminster, Stourbridge Junction

A Steam-hauled Festive Day Out to To book call
Historic Chester 01453 834477/835414
Enjoy a seasonal day to Chester, with its many ..
attractions including the Cathedral, city walls, or Visit
historic buildings,roman amphitheatre and museums. www.pathﬁ ndertou rs.co.u I(

Visit the Christmas Market in the centre of the
town with over 70 traditional wooden chalets all
set out around a sparkling Christmas Tree.The train
will be decorated for Christmas and will feature a
festive menu for Premier Diners. The day will start
and finish diesel hauled. The steam locomotive will @
take over at Bescot Yard and leave at Worcester.

YOUR CHOICE OF RESERVED SEATING

Standard Class Adult £115 Junior £58 Tables for four aligned with picture windows

First Class Adult £159 Junior £129 Comfy seats at tables for 2* (with guaranteed window seats) or
4 aligned with picture windows *£30 supplement

First Class Plus Adult £179 Junior £149 As First Class with light refreshments served through the day

Premier Dining Adult £259 Junior £229 As First Class with silver service, full English breakfast, elevenses,
4-course festive evening dinner and 1/4 bottle of wine followed

by chocolate and tea or coffee
Discount of £20 for parties of four booking at the same time. Licensed Buffet open all day

~\

We are proud to have been organising rail excursions since 1973 pATHFINDER TOURS

b

~All bookings subject to terms and conditions ~ Booking Office open Mon to Fri 09:15-16:45 ~
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Appeal seeks §10,000 to

machine new County frames

By Robin Jones

THE main frame plates for new-build
GWR County 4-4-0 No. 3840 County of
Montgomery have been ordered —and
anew £10,000 appeal to pay for the
machining has just been launched.

The Churchward County Trust has
placed the order for the plates with Tata
Steel of Wednesfield, as per Swindon
drawing No. 43495, just six months after
the launch of the £1.5million project.

The trust aims to re-create one of
Churchward’s’'Rough Riders'using a
combination of new and original
GWR components.

The order represents the first new
metal to be ordered by the trust and
has been funded by the donations from
members of the project’s Founders’
Club, but more is need to cover
the machining.

Parent material

Delivery of the parent material to
Wednesfield from the rolling mill was
expected during September, with the
frames expected be cut within 10-12
days following its receipt.

Project leader Gary Boyd-Hope said:
“The frames are generally considered
to be the heart of a locomotive, upon
which everything sits, or fits beneath
or between. By placing this order we

have effectively breathed life into
County of Montgomery, 106 years after
the last County frames were laid at
Swindon Works.

“The order represents our most
significant statement of intent to date
and shows how serious and committed
we are to seeing No. 3840 take to
the rails!

To meet the machining costs, the
trust’s new 100 Hundreds Appeal is
seeking to recruit 100 individuals to
each donate £100. Each donor will
receive an A4-sized mounted print
of County of Montgomery by the
artist Jonathan Clay, together with a
year's complimentary membership of
the trust.

Gary added:“Ideally we would like to
get the frame plates delivered direct
to the machining specialist, as this will
avoid extra movements of the plates
in the long run and allow them to be
prepared and painted once complete.
However, we can only accomplish this
with financial support”

The Churchward Counties were the
last new GWR 4-4-0 design and by far
the most modern, with inside frames
and outside cylinders. They were built
for express passenger work on lines over
which Churchward's Saint 4-6-0s were
prohibited, the Shrewsbury to Bristol
line (the north to west route), which

was shared with the LNWR north of
Hereford, and the Midland Railway line
between Standish Junction and Yate,
over which the GWR had running rights.
Churchward used standard components
to produce a four-coupled version of

his Saints.

Last survivor
The first of the class, No. 3473 County
of Middlesex, emerged from Swindon
Works in May 1904. A total of 40 were
built. No. 3833 County of Dorset was
the first to be withdrawn, in February
1930, and the last survivor was No. 3834
County of Somerset, withdrawn in
November 1933.

The trust, which is affiliated to the
Great Western Society, aims to construct
anew example to the pattern of the

A drawing of the new County
4-4-0 main frames. CCT

10 erected at Swindon in 1911/12 with
curved drop-ends to the running plate
and screw reverse, utilising the Standard
No. 4 boiler from unrestored 2-8-0T

No. 5227, together with patterns made
for the construction of the society’s
Churchward Saint 4-6-0 No. 2999 Lady
of Legend, including that for the 6ft 8/4in
driving wheels.

A large number of components have
also been obtained, including the bogie
wheels, axleboxes, horns and a suitable
Churchward 3500-gallon tender chassis.
=» Anyone who wishes to support
the 100 Hundreds Appeal is invited
to send a cheque payable to the
Churchward County Trust with
a covering note to: Churchward
County Trust, PO Box 10633, Leicester
LE9 ODU.

Signalling a special success: Swindon Panel now working at Didcot centre

Words and pictures
by Frank Dumbleton

DIDCOT Railway Centre’s new signalling

centre exhibition is already proving a
big hit with visitors since it opened on
June 23.

The exhibition examines the history
of train control centres from the railway
policeman to the recently opened
Thames Valley Signalling Centre, and
features the 1930s illuminated panel
from Bristol East signalbox and the
Swindon Panel from the 1960s as
major exhibits, in a project having
been undertaken in conjunction

The Swindon Panel now
forms part of a major
exhibition at Didcot.
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with the Swindon Panel Society.

1970s/80s style
The firstimage (bottom left) shows
Swindon Panel, which was installed
in its building alongside Swindon
station in 1968, and was finally taken
out of service in 2016. It was sold by
Network Rail to the Swindon Panel
Society for £1. The society moved it
to the new building at Didcot in April
2016.The Swindon Room is decorated
in 1970s/1980s railway office style with
carpet tiles, white walls and suspended
ceiling with concealed strip lighting.
The panel is about 30ft long and

controlled a large portion of the original
GWR London to Bristol main line. At the
left-hand end it extends east beyond
Uffington. At Swindon, the line to
Gloucester diverges, and the panel
controls this route as far as Kemble.

West of Wootton Bassett junction, the
panel extends beyond Chippenham on
the route to Bristol via Bath, and nearly
to Bristol on the South Wales route.

The panel was originally located
above a large relay room which
controlled the points and signals.

Since arriving at Didcot, it has been
reconfigured to work via a computer
programme which sends the trains and

sets up the routes. The computer has a
delay built into it to simulate the time it
took for the relays to work mechanically
and drive the point motors.

The screens on the back of the panel
show the four-digit headcodes of the
trains. These have to be decoded by
referring to timetable summary sheets
and the routes set up by turning the
black knobs and pushing red and yellow
buttons. The lights on the section of
route are lit up white when itis set, and
turn red when the train is occupying the
track circuits.

Interactive experience
The second image (left) shows the
Swindon station area of the panel.
The working surface is formed of
dominoes 40mm square, each with
a small section of the layout on it,
such as one signal or a set of points.
Many hundreds of these dominoes
are formed into a mosaic to build up
the required panel diagram. Each
domino can be changed to take
account of alterations to track layout.
The third photograph (above right)
shows the panel in use on August 19.

n Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway



Ivatt 2-6-0 No. 43106 approachlng Miners’ Crossmg, near nghley, on the Severn
Valley Railway (SVR) on September 5 with the 10.40am Bridgnorth-Kidderminster
service. It is usually impossible to take photos at Miners’ Crossing at this time

of the year because of encroaching vegetation. However, it seems to have been
cutback to enable these shots to be taken. The wreath on the smokebox was in
memory of SVR driver Bernard Rainbow, who died recently. JOHN OATES
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Youngsters enjoy the challenge of an old fashioned computer game'
F‘Wﬂ

It is gratifying that children are
fascinated by the challenge of reading
the train headcodes on the screens
atthe back of the panel, working out
from the timetable summary on the
clipboards the route it takes through
the panel’s area, and setting the route
for it to take without causing delays.

For the younger generation, the
intellectual challenge is like a computer
game played on a gigantic keyboard!

The Swindon Panel Society team's

next operating days for the panel are
September 22-23 and 29-30.

Vintage panel

The 1935-vintage panel from Bristol
East follows the progress of train
movements to the east of Temple
Meads station using red lamps
controlled by track circuits. It also has
exhibits from lever frame signal boxes,
including a pair of levers that control
working semaphore signals.

New man
in charge of
Mid-Hants

SEVERN Valley Railway volunteer Jason
Houlders has been appointed as the
new general manager of the Mid-Hants
Railway.

He takes over from long-serving
managing director Colin Chambers,
who is now working as the line’s
part-time finance director until his
planned retirement.

Jason has more than 30 years'
of experience working in project
management and customer service
positions. He said:“l am delighted to
have joined the Watercress Line.The
staff and volunteers have been very
supportive of me and the new role, and
| look forward to working with them
to make sure the railway can continue
to succeed for many generations in
the future.

“For as long as | can remember, | have
always been interested in heritage
railways. | was born just a few miles
from one of the early railways and
preservation groups, and | remember
as a child just wanting to go to the
crossings and watch the trains as they
came through. It's been in my blood for
alongtime.

“I have been a volunteer on a steam
railway in the Midlands for the last
35 years, where I've worked on the
locomotives and on the boards.

“I was deputy chairman for a short time
and | also organised some of the bigger
events up there”

Friendly staff

Jason added:“The Mid-Hants Railway is
a bit of a hidden gem. I'd been here ona
couple of occasions because we'd hired
our locomotives from the Severn Valley
Railway down to here, and | was really
impressed with the staff, the stations and
the way everything is set up.

“The Mid-Hants Railway operatesin a
very professional way for a heritage line.

“It has some really good standards
which are being maintained, the staff
are very friendly and the stations are well
presented — and that really puts the line
in a strong place for the future.

“In terms of events, Day out with
Thomas is just fantastic, War on the Line
in 2019 will be the 75th anniversary of
D-Day, so a big event”

Jason Houlders, who has just taken
over as general manager at the
Watercress Line. MHR

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ.
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BEECHING
55 YEARS OF
THE AXEMAN

Described as the most hated civil servant
in Britain, it was half a century ago that
Dr Richard Beeching was appointed as
chairman of British Railways with one key
directive - to cut the soaring losses.

The 1950s had seen the start of a mass
shift from public to private transport, as
lorries, cars, buses and motorbikes replaced
trains as Britain's most popular means of
travel.

So often pilloried by the press and public
for closing numerous picturesque and
romantic country branch lines, leaving
even many large towns cut off from the
railway network, Beeching might also be
seen as merely streamlining a process that
was already underway.

Against the dynamic background of
the greatest decade of change of the
20th century, Heritage Railway editor
Robin Jones looks back at the forces that
were shaping the railway’s fortunes, the
Beeching Axe, its critics, aftermath and its
repercussions today.

classicmagazines.co.uk/thebookshelf

Call: 01507 529529

Also on sale in major UK l lassic
magazmesl

newsagents, plus other stores

Cometh the hour,
cometh the
Xeman
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Sir Archibald'’s
boiler is back
at Bluebell

THE boiler for SR Battle of Britain
Pacific No. 34059 Sir Archibald
Sinclair has returned to the
Bluebell Railway after being
away for five years.

During its time away it has
had new sides to the outer
wrapper of the firebox and a
completely new inner firebox
and foundation channel. This
work has been financed by the
Keep Up the Pressure Fund,
the Bluebell Trust, and the
Bluebell Railway Battle of Britain
Locomotive Group.

It has now been moved into
the workshop in readiness for
work to commence on re-staying
and the fitting of smoke and
flue tubes. A return to steam
for the Bluebell Railway-owned
locomotive is hoped for within
the next one to two years.

Blackmoor needs £199k
Meanwhile, fundraising
continues for the overhaul of
Bulleid Society-owned West
Country light Pacific No.21C123
Blackmoor Vale.

To return the locomotive to
traffic will require a new inner
firebox costing £199,900. With
this in mind, the Bulleid Society
has purchased the major items
necessary to fabricate a new one.

The group has purchased
two new thermic syphons
costing £15,000; the foundation
channel sections costing £7110
(necessary to construct a new
foundation ring to connect
the outer and inner firebox
wrappers); the firebox tubeplate
at the cost of £8720 and the
firedoor inner backhead for
£17,000 have been purchased.

Normandy back on show
The total cost of fabricating

the new inner firebox using
the items already purchased,
removing the old firebox from
the boiler, fitting the new inner
firebox to the outer wrapper and
fitting all the water space stays
and undertaking the necessary
hydraulic and steam tests is
£199,900.

Donations may be sent to:
Vernon Blackburn, Bluebell
Railway Trust, Sheffield Park
station, Sheffield Park, Uckfield,
Sussex TN22 3QL.

Another of the group’s
locomotives, LSWR B4 0-4-0T
Normandy has returned to
Sheffield Park shed to take its
place in the new SteamWorks!
exhibition.
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Tyseley’s GWR Collett 0-6-OPT No. L94 (7752) departs Goodrington Sands and digs deep to haul its seven-coach load up the

stiff grade to Churston with the 2.15pm Paignton to Kingswear service on August 30. This locomotive hauled the last London
Underground steam train on June 6, 1971. STEPHEN GINN

Wimblebury steps in to
help Middleton 50 gala

By Robin Jones

THE Foxfield Railway has come to the

aid of fellow premier industrial heritage
line the Middleton Railway toloan a
locomotive for its showpiece Last Coals to
Leeds event on September 29-30.

Hunslet 0-6-0ST No. 3839 of 1955
Wimblebury was supplied new to the NCB
Cannock Wood Colliery near Hednesford
and worked there until the early 1970s
when it was withdrawn from service.

The colliery closed in 1973 and
Wimblebury was bought privately for
preservation and moved to the Foxfield
Railway in September that year, as spares
for another engine.

However, after being fitted with
vacuum brakes, Wimblebury was used
regularly at Foxfield in the late Seventies.
After another 10-yearly overhaul, it
returned to steam in July 2017, but was
taken out of service and lifted early this
year for axlebox repairs but returned to
service by summer.

Memories rekindled
For the galas, Wimblebury will replace
Hunslet 0-6-0ST No. 3686 of 1948
No. 60, a former NCB locomotive that
was booked as an ideal visitor for this
particular event. However, it is no longer
available, as the Aln Valley Railway also
has a gala the same weekend.
Wimblebury will star alongside the
Slough &Windsor Railway Society’s
Hudswell Clarke 0-6-0ST Slough Estates
No. 3, which will be vinyled as Blenkinsop
1954, the last steam locomotive ordered
by and used at Broom Colliery and either
1903-built Manning Wardle 0-6-0ST
Matthew Murray or 1941-built Hunslet
0-6-0T Brookes No. 1.

It was planned to repaint Matthew
Murray green and rename it Forward,
taking the identity of a locomotive that

worked for the NCB South Yorkshire Area.

Resident Fowler 0-4-0DH Harry will
also be used on the day to represent the
prototype Fowler diesel No.423001 of
1957 that followed the line’s bicentenary
trainin 1958.That train sparked the
preservation of the railway and so the
Fowler s a link back to that day.

Two of the railway’s wagons have been
repainted. The line’s five-plank Middleton
Colliery wagon has been repaired and
repainted into its Middleton Colliery
livery, and Dodfish ballast wagon, which
was damaged by the fire at Moor Road
inJuly, is to be repainted in NCB black
livery and lettered as a Middleton Broom
Colliery internal user.

Last Coals to Leeds will commemorate
the 50th anniversary of the closure of
Middleton Broom Colliery in 1968 and

Wimblebury in action at the Foxfield Railway gala on July

B g
22.1AN SMITH

is sponsored by Leeds City Council
under its'Love where you live’ project,
which is intended to bring communities
closer together.

Community engagement

The heritage line has produced a
children’s history of the colliery, Broom
Pit — Canaries and Ponies, which will
be distributed free of charge to every
primary school child in Middleton
Ward, which is where the colliery was
located. Each child will also receive

a bookmark, which incorporates a
detachable ticket for them to ride on
the railway.

There will also be an‘adult’version of
this book, giving details of the colliery
and those who worked there and also its
legacy, which includes the railway.

An event book has also been
produced for the weekend, along with
commemorative T-shirts.

“ Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway
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LVIRLVANENEY By GEOFF COURTNEY

$100k success as heavyweights

battle it out at Stoneleigh

AS an example of mathematical
symmetry, it was nigh-on perfect.
Each of the top five nameplates sold
at Great Central's September 1 auction
at Stoneleigh recorded five-figure
realisations — and their combined
hammer prices totalled exactly
£100,000.

The quintet was headed at £30,000 by
603 Squadron with matching squadron
badge, from SR Battle of Britain Pacific
No. 34077, followed by The Prince of
Wales’s Volunteers South Lancashire from
LMS Royal Scot No. 46137 (£26,500), and
Knight of the Thistle from GWR Star class
No.4012 (£19,000).

Fourth was Loch Arkaig from LNER K2
No. 61764, whose £14,500 price resulted
in more symmetry, in that the top
selling quartet came from each of the
‘Big Four'railway companies. It was then
the turn of the diesels, for the final
member of the five-figure
union at precisely
£10,000 was Carmania,
carried by Class 40
D218/40028 from
1962 until 1973.

BR made it onto
the scoreboard
thanks to Venus
from Britannia
No. 70023 (£9600),
after which it was
from majestic Pacific |
to humble tank
engine, for next
up at £9000 was
anameplate from
Isle of Wight
02 class
0-4-4T
W31
Chale. A close-

knit selection ensued, led by Dick Turpin
from LNER A3 No. 60080 and Princess
Beatrice from GWR Star No. 4052, each
at £8000, and Madoqua from LNER B1
No. 61027 (£7700).
Two GWR Hall class 4-6-0s feature
at this point, with Heveningham Hall
from No. 7909 selling for £6800 and
Wootton Hall (No.4979) going under
Mike Soden’s hammer for £3500.
The meat in this sandwich of 4-6-0s
was Shamrock from LNWR Precursor
4-4-0 No. 1309/LMS 5302 (£5800).
A replacement
nameplate wasn't
far off No. 4979's
realisation,
when Shanklin,
from another
lowW Class 02,
W20, fetched
£3200.This
loco’s original
nameplate
was brass,
but when
removed
prior to the
end of steam
ontheisland
in December
1966, the
steel version
that was sold
at Stoneleigh replaced

it on the 0-4-4T.

A selection of station totem signs
spread across three regions mixed it
with the lower-priced nameplates, led
by BR(M) Keswick at £4600 — more than
four times the middle estimate —and
ably supported by BR(S) Crowborough
and Jarvis Brook (£4300) and BR(W)
Builth Wells (£4200). The Southern
Railway target sign leader was Parkstone
(£1250), closely followed by London
Underground’s Bond Street at £1150.

Cabside numberplates are usually
the domain of the GWR, but the top
seller, at £4000, was a Crewe works 1917
example from LNWR Claughton class
4-6-0 No. 2426, which became LMS
No. 5959 and was withdrawn in 1932.
The GWR did get a look-in, thanks to
6979 from Helperly Hall, although its
£2000 realisation was half that of the
LNWR class winner.

Electrics and diesels also shone in
this category, with E3040 from a
1960-built Class 84 selling for £2800, and
D1049 from Class 52 Western Monarch
for £2000.

The top worksplate was a Brighton
1879 offering from an unidentified
LBSCR engine (£3500), leading
shedplate at £2400 was 64G
(Hawick), and heading the smokebox
numberplates was 34077 from 603
Squadron, which went for £2000
immediately after its nameplate,

albeit not to the
same bidder.

Other sales
worthy of mention
include a Malcolm
Root painting
of A4 No. 60024
Kingfisher at
Gleneagles (£3200),
a headboard from
‘The Royal Scot’
(£3100), a platform
ticket machine
dispensing 2d tickets
(£2200),
and aTyer’s key token
instrument (£1950).
Prices exclude buyer’s
premium of 15%
(+VAT).

Auctioneer Mike
Soden said: "l
thought that it was
brilliant overall.
Totems were strong,
and have really
comeoninthe
last year or so.

There were some
good cabside prices
too, although this
category can be

up and down, as
can smokebox
numberplates!”

TO BE
‘GIVEN UP
ON LEAVING
e PLATFORM |
. °

GWRA to launch new
lower-value auction

A NEW auction of lower-value general
railwayana is to be launched next year as
ajoint venture between GW Railwayana
and long-time collector Julian Hanwell.

To be marketed as‘GWRA buy and go,
it will follow the style of Great Central’s
bi-annual sales at Bloxham, with no
commission or telephone bids nor
accompanying stalls, and neither will
there be internet bidding, unlike GWRA's
flagship live sales.

GWRA's Simon Turner said a feature
of Buy and Go would be a website
catalogue and thumbnail photographs
of every lot, while the catalogue
would be available in PDF format for
downloading. The auctions, comprising
up to 1000 lots, will be held twice-yearly
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in May and October at GWRA's usual
Pershore High School venue, with the
first being next May.

“Julian has a wealth of experience
in the railwayana field and has been
collecting since the 1970s, with a
particular interest in signalling and
railway lamps,” said Simon.“We are both
looking forward to this new venture”

Great Central launched its Bloxham
auctions 10 years ago as an outlet for
the sale of the sort of lower value items
referred to by Simon, but interestingly
it went slightly upmarket at its latest
auction — held on August 4, as reported
in this column - by including, for the first
time, cabside numberplates and station
totem signs.

Totems and cabsides make their
mark at Bloxham general sale

ATOTEM sign from the
Cambridgeshire station of Meldreth
on the King’s Cross-Cambridge
line was the top seller in a Great
Central general railwayana sale
at Bloxham on August 4, realising
£820, with the category runner-up
at £500 being Pontefract Baghill,
one of three stations in the West
Yorkshire town.

Cabside numberplates from
GWR 0-6-OPT Nos. 4607 and 9768
fetched £600 and £480 respectively,
and a flamecut from Class 46
diesel No. 46026 Leicestershire
and Derbyshire Yeomanry went for
£560. This 1Co-Co1, which emerged

from Derby in April 1962 as D163
and was taken out of service in
November 1984, was the only
named member of its class.

On the London Underground
front, a frieze from Embankment
station achieved £500.

For those of us who like a little
bit of historical minutia with an
unusual twist, this station is the
last on the network at which
one of the earliest‘Mind the gap’
announcements that were recorded
by the actor Oswald Laurence can
be heard.

Prices exclude buyer’s premium of
15% (+ VAT).

n Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway



A SINGLE collection of railwayana
ranging from mainstream to esoteric will
be at the heart of Great Northern's sale on
October 6.

Included in the former is a group
of totems from the south west of
England to Scotland via north
Wales, including Redruth,
Elderslie, and Abergelie
& Pensarn, with a
Southern Railway target
sign from Elephant &
Castle thrown in for
good measure.

Headboards

Another wide geographical
spread is found in the
headboard and carriageboard section,
which includes a tartan ‘Royal Scot’of
each and also‘The Aberdonian;and a
‘Cornishman’headboard.

There are also Penychain and
Southern Electric running-in boards,
a Giggleswick signalbox nameboard,
and a BR'Irish Mail’ poster by F H
Glazebrook commemorating the

‘Irish Mail’ centenary in 1948. Among

the esoteric is a Britannia Bridge brass

bell stamped LNW and a Euston lantern
bearing the LNWR crest. Great Northern's
Dave Robinson said the function and
precise location of the bell was unclear,
although it was believed it may
& have been rung whenevera
train was approaching the
bridge, which crosses the
Menai Strait between
mainland Wales and
Anglesey. It was found
by divers after the fire
in 1970 which caused
considerable damage.
The location of the Euston
lantern is also unknown, but Dave
said one theory was that it had been
located at a royal entrance to the station,
which was often used by the royal family
travelling to Ballater, the nearest station
toBalmoral.
The collection, the second part of which

will be auctioned by Great Northern
on April 6 next year, is being sold by
long-time enthusiast Chris Halsall and

BY GEOFF COURTNEY Bi#:VIAYLY

Single collection at heart of Great Northern sale

was known as the Brookside Miniature
Railway collection.

Away from the collection, four
nameplates in the auction are Cory Hall
from GWR No. 5968, Defence and City of
St. Albans from LMS Jubilee No. 45722
and Princess Coronation No. 46253, and
Sansovino from LNER A3 No. 60053.
The GWR 4-6-0 was built in 1937 and
withdrawn from Gloucester Horton Road
(85B) in September 1962, the Jubilee in
1936 and withdrawn from Rugby (2A)
in December 1962, and the Princess
Coronation in 1946 and withdrawn from
Crewe North (5A) in January 1963.

The A3 was the oldest of the quartet
but the last to be withdrawn, having
been built at Doncaster in 1924 and
taken out of service in May 1963 when
shedded at Heaton (52B). It was named
after the winner of the 1924 Derby.

Trespass signs

Cast-iron trespass signs include examples
from Oldham Ashton & Guide Bridge,
Rhondda & Swansea Bay, Sheffield &
Midland and Barry Dock railways, and
the locomotive items'selection offers a
1927 Beyer Peacock worksplate from one
of the earliest LMS 2-6-0+0-6-2 Garratts,
the chimney from GWR No. 7027
Thornbury Castle, and a badge from

Class 45 D56/45137 The Bedfordshire and
Hertfordshire Regiment (TA.).

A Bristol & Exeter Railway office chair
may provide comfort when its new
owner returns home, and maybe they'll
enjoy a drink brewed inan LNERKing's
Cross tea urn, which is also going under
the hammer.The auction, at Poynton
Leisure Centre, starts at 10.30am.

-
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GER in pursuit as LMS
shines at model auction

THE LMS outshone all others at a Lacy
Scott & Knight railwayana and model
trains auction in Bury St Edmunds on
August 18, with pride of place going to
a 7vain live steam model of Class 4MT
2-6-4T No. 2237, which sold for £12,500,
more than the double top estimate.

The engine on which the model was
based emerged from Derby in August
1946 and was withdrawn by BR from the
Leicestershire shed of Coalville (15D) as
No. 42237 in December 1962.

Behind came two further 7%4in gauge
live steam models, of GERT26 class
2-4-0 No. 494 (£7500) and Class Y14
0-6-0 No. 904 (£7200), and a third GER
representative, 5in gauge live steam S46
‘Claud Hamilton'class 4-4-0 No. 1896
(£5400). No. 494 was reclassified E4 by
the LNER and numbered 62787 by BR,
while No. 904 was reclassified J15 and

numbered 65400 after Nationalisation.
No. 1896 became a Class D15 loco under
the LNER, given the number 62507 by
BR, and was withdrawn from King’s Lynn
(31Q) in April 1952.

The more modern era was
represented by Class 9F No. 92008 in 5in
gauge live steam that went under the
hammer for £4600. The 2-10-0 was built
at Crewe in March 1954 and withdrawn
from Warrington Dallam (8B) in October
1967, the month in which the shed
closed to steam.

A further four-figure realisation was
achieved by a 1938 Hornby O-gauge
LMS Princess Royal No. 6201 Princess
Elizabeth, its £1000 being almost
identical to a similar model sold at a
Vectis auction the day before, as also
reported in this column. Prices exclude
buyer’s premium of 20% (+ VAT).

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ.

Franco-Swiss alliance wins the day

FRANCE and Switzerland joined
forces to win top honours at a Vectis
model train sale at Thornaby on
August 17, when O-gauge models
of French state railway SNCF
locomotives made by Fulgurex of
Switzerland achieved the highest
two realisations.

The leader was a limited
production Class 2D2 overhead
electric loco No. 5516 that achieved
£1300, followed at £1200 by
another limited edition, of Class
241P 4-8-2 No. 25. Philotrain of
Holland stepped onto the podium
in third place with an O-gauge

Nederlandse Spoorwegen diesel
railcar (£1100), this too being a
limited production - just 30 models.
It was back to the Fulgurex-SNCF
combo for fourth place with yet
another O-gauge limited edition,
of Class 242AT 4-8-4T No. 6 (£1000),
a price matched by a Kiss Models
of Germany O-gauge SNCF Class
141R 2-8-2 No. 1172. Just below
four figures was the first model of
a British main line steam engine,
aHornby O-gauge LMS Princess
Royal Pacific No. 6201 Princess
Elizabeth (£900). Prices exclude
buyer’s premium of 25% (inc VAT).

W A 1920 North British Railway 1d
platform ticket for Edinburgh Waverley
was the top realisation in a 5000-lot
Great Central online and postal railway
ticket auction that ended on August 14,

selling for £220. In second place at £160
was another platform ticket, issued by
Cheshire Lines Committee for Liverpool
Central. Prices exclude buyer’s premium
of 10% (+ VAT).

SEF
- P20 Fop
DETAILS
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RETROSPECTIVE

CONFESSIONS OF A

RAILWAY JOURNALIST

After years in the finance industry, and in a complete change of career direction,

Brian Sharpe became assistant editor of Heritage Railway in 2002. This summer he
stepped down to take a well-earned retirement, and over the following pages he recalls
some of the preservation highlights he has witnessed and reported on over those 16 years.

been an avid trainspotter; in my case,

my local line was the East Coast route
where I managed to ‘cop’ many LNER Pacifics,
including all of the A4s.

The King’s Cross engines such as Mallard,
Sir Nigel Gresley and Flying Scotsman were
an everyday sight but one afternoon in 1963
an apparition came into view at one of my
favoured spots, Walton level crossing north
of Peterborough. It was an immaculate but
unfamiliar-looking steam engine heading
south light engine on the slow line.

As it passed, I naturally noted down its
number - 4472, but the four-figure number
was unfamiliar, as was shade of green and
the initials LNER on the tender. However, 1
recognised the name on the red plate over the
middle splasher - Flying Scotsman. It was not
the No. 60103 I had been familiar with though
— and this was my first encounter with railway

l ike many teenagers in the 1960s I had

In hybr

preservation. I later discovered that the engine
had been purchased by Alan Pegler, overhauled
at Doncaster and was heading for London to
work its first railtour in private ownership.
Sadly it was another couple of years before I
acquired my first camera, by which time the
LNER Pacifics had retreated much further
north, so I never photographed any in BR
service. I did not even really notice them
disappear as I think I was more interested in
the shiny new diesels; ‘copping’ the Deltics in
numerical order as they entered ECML service.

Maroon mogul

By the time BR steam ended completely in
1968, I was travelling more widely across the
country. I saw more apparitions on my travels
such as a maroon Ivatt mogul, No. 6441
among the rusty ‘Black Fives’ at Carnforth,
then witnessed the arrival of No. 70013
Oliver Cromwell at Bressingham in August

LNER/BR condltlon, LNER A3 Pacific No. 4472 g
Flying Scotsman departs from York on May 31, 2005 with
the ‘Scarborough Spa Express’, its first train after being B=8

and a month later, a rusty Standard 5SMT
4-6-0 No. 73050 appeared at my local shed at
New England.

Once steam had ended, steam preservation
was becoming established; there was still
industrial steam to be savoured, and of
course steam had many years’ service left in
various overseas countries. Fast forward to
2002 though and the railway preservation
movement had achieved more than anyone
could ever have predicted 35 years earlier and
now I was sitting in an office in Lincolnshire
tasked with writing about the subject.

Heritage Railway had been set up by
publisher Paul Appleton three years earlier
with Robin Jones as editor and issue 37 was the
first to carry my name as assistant editor. Of
course by 2002, most of the heritage railways
we know today were well-established but there
were new-generation lines which had still
to run their first public services, such as the




LMS 8F 2-8-0 No. 48151 crosses the river at Invershin
on the Far North line with the Railway Touring
Company'’s ‘Great Britain’ on April 12, 2007.

Ecclesbourne Valley Railway, while even the
Mid-Norfolk Railway at that time had yet to
run any meaningful steam services.

There were a couple of classic narrow gauge
railways which had lain dormant since the
1930s, with tangible steps towards their
revival now evident. Woody Bay station on the
Lynton & Barnstaple Railway was once again
seeing signs of life and in Wales, on the Welsh
Highland Railway, track-laying had reached
Rhyd Ddu.

Among the big news stories in the first
few issues I worked on was the proposal by
Bressingham to return LMS 4-6-0 No. 6100
Royal Scot to the main line, while at the same
time, classmate No. 6115 Scots Guardsman was
languishing at Tyseley, not having steamed
since 1980. I was soon off to Bressingham to
witness Royal Scot’s boiler being removed by
Roland Kennington.

Another surprise announcement for the
steaming of an historic locomotive was the
news that the National Railway Museum
intended to return its Beattie well tank to
steam. The NRM also announced plans to
build a state-of-the-art outstation at Shildon.

In 2002, Flying Scotsman in LNER apple
green as No. 4472 but now with its double
chimney, was earning its keep in Dr
Marchington’s ownership, mostly on Pullman
duties on the Southern Region. Meanwhile,
the new Al Pacific Tornado was looking like a
complete locomotive at Darlington.

Steam on the Royal Train

The first real excitement in the new job was

the rumour that a preserved steam engine was

going to haul the Royal Train on the main line.
LMS Princess Coronation Pacific No. 6233

Duchess of Sutherland had effectively taken the

place of the popular NRM-owned No. 46229
Duchess of Hamilton on the main line from
2001. It never really seemed to equal Hamilton’s
legendary performances at first, but on

June 11, 2002 it upstaged its sister and achieved
immortality by being chosen to head the

Royal Train.

The event was shrouded in secrecy, but the
grapevine quickly established that No. 6233
would haul the train from Holyhead to
Crewe, with stops at Llanfair PG, Bangor and
Llandudno Junction. The Queen and the Duke
of Edinburgh had a series of royal engagements
in North Wales and would use the train for
parts of the journey during the day. It was by
no means the first steam-hauled Royal Train
in the preservation era, but it was the first to be
hauled by steam on the main line.

The weather co-operated and although no
one would officially divulge any timings, it =~ ©

“The first real excitement in the new job was
the rumour that a preserved steam engine was
going to haul the Royal Train on the main line.”

Left: LMS Princess Coronation Pacific No. 6233 Duchess of Sutherland departs from
Holyhead with the ‘top-secret’ Royal Train conveying HM The Queen along the
North Wales Coast line on June 11, 2002.

Below: LMS Royal Scot 4-6-0 No. 46115 Scots Guardsman and BR Standard Britannia
Pacific No. 70013 Oliver Cromwell at the West Coast Railways’ open weekend at

Carnforth in July 2008.

Heritagerailway.co.uk 49




In works grey livery, LNER A1 Pacific No. 60163 heads
its first train past Kinchley Lane on the Great Central
Railway in September 2008.

“It was one of life’s more
unusual experiences to be
travelling on the footplate

on one of Ireland’s long-lost
classic narrow gauge railways.”

Onone of its last duties before retiring to be

a static exhibit, LNER V2 2-6-2 No. 4771 Green
Arrow departs from Grosmont on the North
Yorkshire Moors Railway with a train of Gresley
teak coaches on March 14, 2008.

was impossible to keep The Queen’s schedule
secret, so it was not difficult to work out what
the train was going to do and when.

‘Great Britain’

The idea of a steam tour of the whole of Britain,
taking in London, Penzance and Thurso

had been around for a long time but in 2007,
the Railway Touring Company announced
that it was going to happen. The first nine-
day multi-engine ‘Great Britain’ tour was
scheduled for April and it seemed well worth
following it throughout, with the intention of
photographing it at as many classic railway
locations as possible en route.

What could not have been predicted was the
near-perfect weather throughout, with the
unfortunate exception of the trip on the Kyle
of Lochalsh line but even that was dry. There
were virtually no operational problems, again
apart from the run on the Far North line where
pathing problems caused by a late departure
from Inverness caused a six-hour late arrival
into Thurso.

It was the best nine continuous days of
steam photography I have experienced in this
country; normally this kind of trip is only
possible overseas. With Penzance, the Royal
Albert Bridge, the climb to Shap, the climbs to
Drumochter and Slochd both ways and several
locations on the Far North line all recorded in
sunshine, it was all too good to be true. Against
all the odds, RTC and West Coast Railways

have combined to run something similar
nearly every year since and for many it has
become the steam highlight of the year. Overall
the first one can probably still be considered to
have been the best.

Oliver Cromwell

A matter of regret for many enthusiasts was
the fact that BR Standard Britannia Pacific
No. 70013 Oliver Cromwell remained at
Bressingham for so many years after hauling
BR’s ‘Fifteen Guinea Special” in August 1968.
I first saw the engine at March shed in 1963

in decrepit condition, then again at a Derby
works open day in 1967 and securely wrapped
under a tarpaulin at Carnforth in February
1968. I finally managed to photograph it on
Lostock Hall shed in July 1967 and three weeks
later witnessed its arrival at Bressingham on

a low-loader, but I never saw it move under its
own steam.

The news that it had finally been permitted
to leave Bressingham in 2004, to be overhauled
at Loughborough, was received with almost
universal enthusiasm. The target was to have
the engine finished by August 2008 in time
for the 40th anniversary rerun of 1T57 of
August 11, 1968.

Naturally it was a close-run thing but the
overhauled No. 70013 was taken by road in
July 2008 to its 1968 home shed of Carnforth
for West Coast Railways to give it a main
line proving run. Better still, The Railway




Magazine, which had become a sister title of
Heritage Railway following its purchase by
Mortons, had persuaded West Coast Railways
to open its doors to the public for a strictly
one-off weekend and Oliver Cromwell’s visit
coincided with the event.

Carnforth had been the centre of the steam
enthusiast’s world, not only in 1968, but right
through to the early 1990s and it seemed
surreal to be crossing the footbridge from
the station to the shed once again for the first
time in nearly 20 years. Outside the shed, the
gleaming Pacific stood next to West Coast’s
superby-restored LMS Royal Scot 4-6-0
No. 46115 Scots Guardsman which only six
years earlier was lying derelict at Tyseley.

Over the course of the next week I had
the pleasure of finally photographing not
only Oliver Cromwell hauling a main line
train for the first time in 40 years, but also
Scots Guardsman.

Tornado
Despite having been brought up with LNER
Pacifics and regretting the fact that no Al was
preserved, I have to confess I had little interest
in the Tornado project until it started to look
like an engine. It was the arrival of the boiler
from Meiningen that finally persuaded me that
it was now getting interesting and would be
worth a trip to Darlington.

Naturally, I had to be there for its first
public steaming on August 1, 2008 and then
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Bagnall 0-6-2T Triumph heads towards Sittingbourne on what could have
been the last day of services on the Sittingbourne & Kemsley Light Railway on

December 26, 2008.

By 2008 the route of the reinstated Welsh Highland Railway through Porthmadog
was becoming clearer and the first section of track is about to be laid across the
Britannia Bridge on the approach to Harbour station.

at the Great Central Railway to see it haul its
inaugural train in September. Its first main
line runs were in poor weather conditions but
highlights since then have been the Top Gear
special, the trip on the Far North line and a
couple of Royal Trains to name but a few.

Narrow gauge

I always enjoy visiting places I remember

from real steam days. In 1969, in the lean
period after the end of BR steam but before
steam preservation had really taken off, T had
visited the Bowaters’ narrow gauge system

at Sittingbourne. The line closed shortly
afterwards but was quickly reincarnated as a
heritage line by the Locomotive Club of Great
Britain. It was 40 years before I returned and
shortly after that visit came the news that the
railway was likely to have to close. The last
trains were to be the Santa specials which
uniquely ran on Boxing Day 2008. With a good
forecast, it seemed worth the trip and so it was.

Fortunately, it did not prove to be the end of
the line for the SKLR and after a short period,
the train service resumed.

Irish railways hold a unique attraction and
although I'still hold out hope of seeing steam
on the Tralee & Dingle or better still the
County Donegal one day, there has at least
been the unprecedented revival of a small piece
of the West Clare Railway. The 0-6-2T only
hauls one coach and passengers appear to be
in short supply, but it was one of life’s more
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Te first paseger-aryl n sem train through the Aberglaslyn ass onthe
Welsh Highland Railway since 1936 was amembers’ special on May 21, 2009,

unusual experiences to be travelling on the
footplate on one of Ireland’s long-lost classic
narrow gauge railways.

In the first issue of Heritage Railway, we
reported on then Deputy Prime Minister John
Prescott’s commendable decision to allow the
original Welsh Highland Railway to be rebuilt
in its entirety by sister line the Ffestiniog.

In between photographing Sutherland on
its Royal Train duties in June 2002, there was
time for my first visit to the Welsh Highland
Railway where the South African Garratts were
by then already working between Caernarfon
and Waunfawr, with track-laying progressing
through the more scenic area to the south.

On further visits I was able to photograph the
pioneer Beyer-Garratt K1 on a photo charter
goods train which ran as far as Rhyd Ddu and
take a look at the building works in progress.

Perhaps more interesting was seeing the parts
of the route where work had yet to commemce
and marvel at the optimism of those who
were planning to reinstate the railway in
places where it then appeared impossible. The
Aberglaslyn pass section was clearly going to
be impressive when it opened, but how was
the line ever going to get through the streets
of Porthmadog?

I was subsequently able not only to see
the work continuing to progress, but also to
witness several first trains on certain sections
of the route, including in 2009 the first
passenger train through Aberglaslyn since O]

hauled by George England 0-4-0STT Prince.

0-6-2T Slieve Callan departs from Moyasta Junction on the short revived section

of the West Clare Railway on August 1,2009.
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LNER A4 Pacifics Nos. 60007 Sir Nigel Gresley, 60009 Union

of South Africa and 60019 Bittern in steam at Grosmont

shed on the North Yorkshire Moors Railway in March 2009.

1936, followed in due course by the first public
passenger train through the pass and the first
timetabled passenger train into Porthmadog in
January 2011.

A4 Pacifics

The railway preservation world thrives

on rumour and the job of the press is to
distinguish rumour from fact. T heard a
rumour that the Brighton “Terrier’ 0-6-0T
No. 54 Waddon was going to be repatriated
from Canada. However, further enquiries
rather surprisingly revealed that it was not, but
someone somewhere let it slip that although
the “Terrier’ was not coming home, two A4
Pacifics were. I was disappointed as Waddon
is the only preserved British main line steam
locomotive I have never seen.

The story of the temporary repatriation of the
two A4 Pacifics from North America became
along-running saga and filled many magazine
pages from when the news first broke until
they departed from these shores a couple of
years later.

The period when the NYMR was awash with

Above: Work is progressing well on reinstating the
missing link and level crossing at Sheringhamin
February 2010.

Right: BR Standard Britannia Pacific No. 70013 Oliver
Cromwell brings up the rear of RTC's ‘Broadsman’
returning to King's Cross over the reinstated
connection between the North Norfolk Railway and
Network Rail on March 11, 2010.
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LNER engines was one of the highlights of the
past 16 years. While the A4s were the stars in
most people’s eyes, for many it is the memories
of an apple green V2 No. 4771 Green Arrow
hauling teak stock across the moors which are
far more poignant. It was known that the V2
was on its last legs and when it failed before the
end of its programme and we became aware
that this had ended its career, probably forever,
it dawned on us how lucky we were to have
seen such a fitting finale for such a fine engine.

North Norfolk

In the 1950s, trains on the one-time Midland &
Great Northern Joint Railway were visible from
our front room, although I have only vague
memories of seeing them. Nevertheless, the old
M&GN system holds a particular fascination
and the preserved part of the system, the North
Norfolk Railway, is a particular favourite.

In many ways, the reinstatement of the level
crossing at Sheringham and the connecting of
the NNR with the Network Rail system should
have been one of the easiest projects in railway
preservation. For many years the problems

were more political than practical or financial.
Having played a minor part in laying and
maintaining track on the Nene Valley Railway
for many years, I am always interested in
watching the progress of track-laying on other
railways and paid visits to Sheringham on an
almost weekly basis in early 2010 to see one
of the shortest but most significant missing
links in preservation being constructed by a
substantial gang of contractors and volunteers.
The atmosphere at Sheringham when Oliver
Cromwell steamed across the road into the
NNR station on March 11, 2010 with ‘The
Broadsman’ from King’s Cross, witnessed
by an estimated 8000 people, was something
special. It was the first train to cross the road
since 1969 and although I don’t remember it, I
did travel across the road by train in the early
1950s en route to a holiday in Cromer.

Legendary performances
Although I have travelled on many main line
routes behind many classic preserved steam
engines, I have not been fortunate enough

to have experienced the peaks of locomotive




performance in recent years. One that stands
out was No. 6233 beating the performance
record set by LMS No. 6234 Duchess of
Abercorn on Shap in 1939.

I did see the same engine descend Stoke
bank one evening in 2005 dead on time on
what appeared to be an impossible schedule
for Darlington to King’s Cross with steam.

It was still on time at Huntingdon, making
good progress on the fast line as darkness fell
and succeeded in running the 76 miles from
Peterborough to King’s Cross in the scheduled
time of 68 minutes.

Another storming performance was
produced by Tyseley’s Castle No. 5043 Earl
of Mount Edgcumbe on ‘“The Bristolian’ of
April 17, 2010, which made a memorable
sight on the bank out of Bristol in the evening
sunshine and went on to reach Paddington
nonstop in lhr 50mins, almost matching the
nonstop schedule from the 1950s. These were
three trains I would certainly have enjoyed
travelling on. Such performances are a tribute
to the people who restore and maintain
these engines to such high standards and
the enginemen who get such performances
out of now very-elderly steam engines
in circumstances so different to the days
of steam.

I did take the opportunity to sample
90mph A4 haulage on the ECML; on the
third such run between York and King’s Cross
by No. 4464 Bittern, running as No. 4492
Dominion of New Zealand in November 2013.
The highlights of the journey were not the
90mph plus sections but running through
Retford at 75mph and thinking how slow it
seemed, and passing Peterborough nonstop,
again at only 75mph, but a novel experience in
view of the fact that even A4s were restricted

Left: LNER A4 Pacific
No. 4464 Bittern
running as No. 4492
Dominion of New
Zealand speeds
through Sandy
at88mphon

June 29, 2013.

Right: Metropolitan
Railway 0-4-4T

No. 1 approaches
Vine Streeton the
District Line with
Metropolitan Railway
stock from the
Bluebell Railway, on
August 2, 2014.

to 20mph through Peterborough North
station as I remembered it from steam days.

Steam on the Met

Steam preservation has often succeeded in
achieving the apparently impossible. What
could be more impossible than running a train
of Victorian wooden coaches through the
tunnels of the London Underground headed by
a 19th century 0-4-4T? Yet in 2014 it actually
happened. Photographing it in the tunnels

was difficult of course because once a service
train departs, the next one arrives in a matter
of seconds and the steam train needs to pass
during those few seconds. Nevertheless, it was
a rewarding spectacle to experience from Circle
and District Line platforms I have been very
familiar with over the years.

Flying Scotsman

Even during its 10 years of inactivity, Flying
Scotsman was rarely out of the news for long.
Shortly after its purchase by the National
Railway Museum, I had the privilege of
interviewing Alan Pegler who had bought it
from BR in 1963. During the long-running
overhaul there were occasional press calls at
either the NRM at York or later at Riley’s in
Bury to see the progress. Towards the end of
the process, a copy of a contract was made
public which contained the footnote “and
paint the locomotive in BR green.” This was
probably the best news I'd read in 16 years of
railway journalism.

Not only was Flying Scotsman getting close
to a return to the main line, but it would be
in authentic condition as No. 60103. I saw it
chuffing up and down the East Lancashire
Railway in January 2016 and on its main line
test run while in black livery and duly joined

2

ik

the crowds at the lineside for the King’s Cross
to York run on February 25. I made a complete
mess of photographing it; the light is wrong
just about everywhere between King’s Cross
and Doncaster for northbound ECML trains.
However, it was a sight I had never expected
to see. This was an A3 as I remembered
them from the early 1960s, not the apple
green apparition I had first witnessed back
in 1963 but never really got used to. And it
was running on the line it was built for. The
engine’s popularity was a mixed blessing of
course, but fortunately the excesses of the
general public’s behaviour have now subsided.
Of all the engine’s adventures in this latest
phase of its career, perhaps the run over the
Waverley route has been the highlight so far
and made a good news story as it nearly didn’t
happen. I was heading for the Royal Border
Bridge at Berwick-upon-Tweed, oblivious
to the fact that the train had been cancelled
because of last-minute gauging issues and only
reinstated after intervention at the highest level
of Network Rail.
However, I have now handed over the
role of assistant editor to Gareth Evans.
The developments in the heritage railway
sector over the past 16 years have been quite
amazing and all the indications are that
the next few years will see a similar rate of
progress. There is never a shortage of news to
report on. All this has been achieved by the
devoted band of workers, many on a voluntary
basis, who restore the engines and stock,
operate the trains and build not only new
railways but even brand-new engines.
The railway press hopefully plays its part
in recognising these fantastic achievements
and publicising what the heritage railway
movement has to offer. GI3

“Of all the engine’s adventures
in this latest phase of its
career, perhaps the run over
the Waverley route has been
the highlight so far and made
a good news story as it nearly
didn't happen. “

Left: In authentic condition as remembered by many
of today’s enthusiasts, LNER A3 Pacific No. 60103
Flying Scotsman heads Steam Dreams’ ‘Cathedrals
Express’ past Borthwick on the recently-reinstated
Waverley route between Edinburgh and Tweedbank
on May 15, 2016.
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BR 7P Pacific No. 7000 Britannia heads towards
Foley Park Tunnel with aloaded test train on
the Severn Valley Railway on Wednesday,
September 12. The locomotive was booked for
the line’s September 20-23 autumn steam gala.
JOHNTITLOW




Flying Scotsman’s
‘first’ to Penzance

Eleventh hour
Mayflower — and
2020 vision

WILL Mayflower make it? That was the
question asked in early September
when the B1’s lengthy overhaul was
reaching its penultimate stage at West
Coast Railways'Carnforth works.

The 4-6-0is booked to join Flying
Scotsman for Steam Dreams’double-
header from Taunton to Plymouth on
October 4, and was not quite ready for its
main line proving runs on September 6.

Having been steamed, the Thompson
5P was subject to making short runs
inside Carnforth’s yard and the inevitable
adjustments required to fine tune
the engine.

When ready, the 4-6-0 is down to be
painted, but it appears, understandably,
proving runs around the West Coast
circuit would be given priority before the
LNER's apple green livery is applied.

Unless the unforeseen happens, the
B1 may make an 11th-hour light engine
dash down south from Carnforth to
West Somerset metals to meet its
commitments with Flying Scotsman.

The B1's owner, David Buck, said:
“Mayflower’s appearance on these (West
Country) tours is no coincidence as plans
are already in hand for my engine — which
has never been to Plymouth —to be part
of the 2020 400th anniversary celebration
of the sailing of the ship from Plymouth,
Devon, to Plymouth, Massachusetts.

“Full details are yet to be confirmed,
but we hope to take Mayflower
to all parts of the UK that have an
association with the early colonisation of
North America.

“The plan is to culminate this tour
with a trip to Plymouth coinciding with
the Mayflower celebrations that will
commemorate the 400th anniversary.’

By Cedric Johns

SUCH has been the interest shown by
West Country enthusiasts anticipating
the visit of A3 4-6-2 Flying Scotsman to
Devon and Cornwall that the headline
trip — from Plymouth to Penzance -
departing at 9am on Saturday, October 6,
sold out several weeks ago.

This trip, the A3's first appearance
in Cornwall, has double the appeal
as the train will be worked in
harness with Thompson B1 4-6-0
No. 61306 Mayflower.

To provide the public with extra
opportunities to share the experience
of north-eastern steam west of
Plymouth, Steam Dreams has arranged
an additional early evening (5pm)
departure from North Road to Par
following the trip to Penzance.

In both instances, returning trains
will be diesel hauled, with the two
locomotives attached to the rear.

As programmed, three days of
intensive activity begins on Thursday,
October 4 when Flying Scotsman makes
an early-morning departure from
Southall and runs via Sonning, Reading
and Reading West to its first passenger
pick up and watering point, at Theale
(8.30am).

Newbury is the train’s next stop, which
then proceeds down the Berks & Hants
Line to Taunton. Passengers travelling
on this leg will be returned by diesel
power, while the empty stock from
Theale will be returned to Taunton, where
the train, now with the A3 and B1 atiits

head, is readied for its 4.30pm departure
to Plymouth via Exeter and the South
Devon banks. On arrival at North Road,
passengers travel back to Taunton with
diesel haulage. On the Saturday, the
two locomotives work the train from
Plymouth to Penzance and later, Par.
Following a 24-hour break, Flying
Scotsman and Mayflower are prepped for
the second phase of the weekend, which
sees the two locomotives heading the
train from Plymouth (9am) to Exeter.

“We are working with
the British Transport
Police and station staff
to ensure that while
we really want people
to see the locomotive,
we want them to do so
safely and lawfully.”

Later that day, (3.30pm) the A3 and B1
work the final leg from Exeter St David's
to Bristol Temple Meads.

As before, passengers travelling on
these trains will be returned to their
starting stations by diesel haulage.

Having brought north-eastern steam
to the West Country, the 4-6-2 and
4-6-0 depart Bristol travelling light back
to Southall.

Steam Dreams'founder Marcus

Robertson said he was delighted to
be giving enthusiasts in Devon the |
opportunity to enjoy Flying Scotsman |
first hand. |
“We've had lots of experience in the last |
two years of running special Scotsman |
trips,’he said."For this venture we have |
teamed up with the National Railway
Museum and the A3’s custodian Riley |
Engineering to take the locomotive to as
many people as is possible.
“Our trip to Penzance has been
deliberately timed for a Saturday to open
the experience to children and adults
alike, including those who could not
otherwise be able to get there during
the week”
Steam Dreams’new owner David
Buck said:“We are bringing‘Scotsman’
to Cornwall for the first time ever.
Itis a privilege to be part of this
historic occasion.
“We are working with the British
Transport Police and station staff to
ensure that while we really want people
to see the locomotive, we want them to
do so safely and lawfully”’
According to the current Steam
Dreams’programme, Mayflower’s next
outing will be a trip to Oxford and
Worcester on Saturday, October 27.
This takes the B1 to the Bluebell
Railway, where it is booked to work a
‘Cathedrals Express'out of Sheffield
Park, calling at East Grinstead, before
heading off cross country via Guildford,
Wokingham and Reading. At the time of
writing, a few seats remained available for
those wishing to join the train.

Class 33 in ‘Thunderbird’ action

REACTING to an urgent telephone call
for assistance, Swanage Railway-based
71A Locomotive Group's Class 33 D6515
ran light engine from Wareham to
Weymouth to replace a failed West Coast
Class 47 on passenger duty on Thursday,
August 23.

The incident arose when West Coast
Class 47 diesel No. 47580 was declared a
failure prior to working the return leg of
Railway Touring Company’s‘Dorset Coast
Express'back to London. Earlier that day
the Class 47 had tailed the Down train,
which was in the capable hands of A4
No. 60009 Union of South Africa.

According to the Swanage Railway’s
locomotive, carriage and wagon
superintendent James Cox, it was
thought the 47's problem, an electrical
fault, could be resolved on the spot, but
this proved not to be the case hence the
call for the main line-ticketed 33.

Booked to depart Weymouth at
4.05pm, the ‘Express’'was seriously
delayed to the point many passengers
opted to take advantage of South
Western Railway’s offer of seats in its third
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rail service trains heading for the capital.
D6515 arrived, was coupled on, and
departing at 7.36pm, towed the ‘Express’

plus the A4, acting as banker, out of
Weymouth on the 1-in 52/50 climb up
through Bincombe Tunnel and later, the
1-in 60 Parkestone bank.

‘Crompton’ on SWML

After passing Bournemouth, the

Class 33 was given its head, making for
Southampton, where on arrival, the A4
and support coach were uncoupled,
leaving the train and D6515 free to
carry on to London via Winchester,
Basingstoke and Woking.

By rerouting the ‘Express’direct —
instead of the normal practice of being
steam hauled from Southampton on the
back road via the Laverstock loop and
Andover —people on the line sides were
treated to a rare experience of seeing
a Class 33 speeding passengers up the
South Western Main Line.

Having enjoyed the assistance of
control and a good run, the ‘Express’

A4 Pacific
No.60009
Union of
South Africa
powers

away from
Southampton
onJuly 28.
JAMES
CORBEN

arrived at Clapham, where it terminated
at 11.05pm, just an hour late after
departing Weymouth more than three
hours down.

When clear of passengers, the
‘Crompton’worked the empty stock to
Southall, where the diesel remained
until the following Tuesday.

Onits return, D6515 departed Southall
with Class 37 No. 37668 in tow and ran
directly to Weymouth. Having delivered
the 37, the 33 returned to Swanage via
Wareham job done, leaving the 37 to
haul the failed Class 47 No. 47580 back
to west London.

James Cox, the 71A Group's
engineering director, said he had

accompanied ‘his'33 on its travels acting
as'riding fitter'for West Coast Railways.

A4 servicing
Having parted from the ‘Express’at
Southampton, the A4 and support
coach headed off in the opposite
direction, taking the train'’s original route
to London via the Laverstoke Loop and
Andover, rejoining the South West Main
Line at Basingstoke.

On arrival at Southall, the A4 was given
24 hours 'rest’ before being prepped
for its next turn, the Railway Touring
Company’s‘Cotswold Venturer;, booked
to depart Paddington for Worcester on
Saturday, August 25.

n Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway



Bulleid 4-6-2 No. 34052 Lord Dowding (34046 Braunton) heads through Teignmouth on Monday, September 3, hauling its

support coach en route from Laira to Taunton. It had ran out of coal on the previous day’s ‘Royal Duchy.’ STEPHEN GINN

Prompt action saves the ‘Duchy’

IN A prime example of old-time railway
working, prompt action on the ground
by those responsible saved passengers
on the Railway Touring Company’s
‘Royal Duchy’a much-delayed journey
home from Par to Bristol, on Sunday,
September 2.

Running behind Bulleid 4-6-2
No. 34052 Lord Dowding (34046
Braunton) from Bristol Temple Meads
to Plymouth and Par via Taunton and
Exeter, the train made its final destination
ontime.

After dropping the passengers, the
4-6-2 proceeded to St Blazey for turning
and servicing. However, for whatever

reason, the expected fresh supply of coal

was not available, causing a situation

which posed an operational problem.
Without a tender top-up, the engine

would not be able to work the train

back to Bristol because of a lack of

sufficient fuel.

‘Tractor’ to the rescue
Thinking on their collective feet, those
responsible for the train quickly decided
alternative motive power was required to
save the situation.

Following an exchange of telephone
calls, a plan was put into action which
saw Lord Dowding work the train back

from Par to Plymouth North Road.

Uncoupled, the 4-6-2 ran light to Laira
for coaling and was replaced by a West
Coast Railways Class 37 diesel, which
reached North Road from Taunton to
head the'Royal Duchy’back to Bristol.

Not only were passengers unaware of
the possibilities their day out might have
been spoiled by a late arrival home, the
37 did them proud, arriving at Temple
Meads 20 minutes early.

Lord Dowding was stabled inside Laira
over the weekend, before being moved
toTaunton and West Somerset Railway’s
metals, where it underwent a washout
prior to running in the latter’s gala.

Britannia main
line test run
after gala visit

LOCOMOTIVE Services BR 7P

4-6-2 No. 70000 Britannia is set to
return to the main line following

its appearance at the Severn Valley
Railway’s September 20-23 autumn
steam gala.

It will use its visit to the gala
(News, page 40) to check that the
vibration problem which has kept
the engine off the main line for two
years has been resolved, and it can
take its place in the railway’s end of
September gala.

In early October, it will return to
Crewe under its own steam, using
the movement as a test run, after
which, it will hopefully be ready for
main line work.

No. 46100 Royal Scot - in action
on Saturday, September 8, working
Saphos Trains‘William Shakespeare’
from Crewe to Stratford-upon-Avon,

BR 7P Pacific No. 7000 Britannia heads to Bewdley on a test

run on the Severn

Valley Railway on September 5. KENNY FELSTEAD

- is also appearing in the gala, the
engine going under its own steam
to Kidderminster.

On returning to Crewe, the 4-6-0 is
to be stopped for new tyres.

‘Black Five’4-6-0 No. 45231
The Sherwood Forester remains
at Southall, where its annual
overhaul continues to drag on. Itis
understood there are still plenty of

‘nags’to be dealt with, the engine
remaining stopped for repairs.

It will miss its booked trip
with Pathfinder’s Birmingham
to Carmarthen‘Sugar Loaf
Mountaineer’ on Sunday, September
23. At the time of writing, no
replacement engine had been
posted for this train, which had
already been postponed once.
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A complete up-to-date list of locomotives
- Where to find preserved steam and
main line diesel locomotives in Britain

Britain’s heritage railways now have
an almost infinite variety of locomotives
and the list is constantly changing.

This book aims to list and illustrate the
variety of locomotives which can be
seen, with an indication of their current
status. Britain’s heritage railways are
divided into standard gauge and narrow
gauge. The latter are listed separately
and lines which run only petrol or diesel
locomotives, often steam-outline, are not
generally included, although a few are
illustrated.

The locations are arranged
alphabetically, by area but broken down
into standard gauge and narrow gauge,
with major lines and centres first plus
a list of sites with individual engines on
display.

Industrial diesel locomotives are not
listed in this in view of the large numbers
of them. Railcars, diesel and electric
multiple units are also excluded, although
some industrial diesels and multiple-units
are mentioned or illustrated.
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UK Railtours marks Clan
Line’s 70th with special train

By Cedric Johns

UK RAILTOURS (UKRT) has along
association with the Merchant Navy
Locomotive Preservation Society, owner
of what many enthusiasts consider to be
the Southern's flagship, Merchant Navy
Pacific No. 35028 Clan Line.

Such is the regard held by the
Welwyn-based tour promoter for this
particular engine it has been booked to
head a special Christmas train marking
the 4-6-2's 70th year in December.

Announcing this event, a UKRT
spokesperson said:“On December 20 we
say a big thank you to Clan Line and the
hard working members of the Merchant
Navy Locomotive Preservation Society
for giving us many years of pleasure.

“Appropriately, we travel down the
South West Main Line and the Exeter
road to Sherborne to celebrate a very

traditional carol service in the town’s
ancient abbey.

“Who would have believed when
the 4-6-2 began its main line career in
December 1948 that seven decades
later it would become a leader in
the then unknown world of railway
preservation, today a regular locomotive
hauling the prestigious‘Belmond
British Pullman’That is not forgetting
UKRT's‘Southern train of the Year, the
‘Bournemouth Belle're-run!’

Joint metals

Prior to that, Clan Line is down to work

UKRT's‘Chilterns & Downs'luncheon

train on Saturday, November 24.
Departing Paddington at a civilised

11.20am, the 4-6-2 takes the former

Great Western joint line through

Greenford and Ruislip, heading

on for High Wycombe and Princes

Risborough to a water stop at Oxford.
Returning via Reading, the train runs
onto former Southern metals, passing
Wokingham and Guildford for its
second water stop at Shalford. From
there, Clan Line follows the‘Surrey Hills'
route heading for Victoria by way of
Redhill and Croydon.

On Saturday, November 10, the eve
of Remembrance Day, UKRT'sVictory
Javelin’departs from St Pancras to
commemorate the final year of the
First World War. Although not steam
hauled, the train is considered to be
the highlight of the promoter’s railtour
season. There have been four trips
since the first, on November 15, 2014,
and this latest run, like those before it,
will raise funds for the British Legion's
Poppy Appeal.

The trips use one of Southeastern’s
Class 395 12-car trains, with each having

carried special livery adornments,
including a large poppy and an
illustrated Victory Cross for 12 months.

Legion tour

The November 10 trip is the final train
in the series, marking the year 1918,
and will be accompanied by a turn-out
of representatives of the British Legion,
who will be‘on parade’ complete with
medals, regalia and banners.

During its tour, starting with a fast
run along High Speed 1 to Ashford
International, the'Victory Javelin’will
visit Hove, Chichester, Portsmouth and
Southampton, among other places,
returning via Pulborough, Three Bridges,
Redhill and Ashford.

This is a standard class-only trip, with
tickets priced £39.50, plus an optional £2
British Legion donation. Refreshments
will be available on board.

Andania heads for the
English & Welsh hills

SAPHOS Trains has been putting D213 Andania to good use — with

further tours to follow in the coming weeks. As reported in our last
issue, the Class 40 recently returned to the main line.

On August 27, the locomotive operated the‘Cumbrian Mountain
Whistler, which ran from Crewe to Carlisle and return via the Settle and

Carlisle line.

It will haul the*Yorkshire Coast Merrymaker'to Scarborough on
Saturday, October 6. Starting at Crewe, after picking up at Warrington
Bank Quay, it will head to Scarborough via Miles Platting bank and the
seven-mile climb to Diggle, with its 1-in-135 gradient and the
three-mile tunnel at the summit. The tour will return via Hebden

Bridge, Burnley and Wigan.

The English Electric will head along the North Wales main line on
Saturday, October 13, when it hauls'The North Wales Coast Forty’
from Crewe to Holyhead. The tour includes an out and back run on
the Conwy Valley branch, returning after a 20-minute turnaround
at Blaenau Ffestiniog. The train then crosses the Menai to Anglesey,

where it continues to Holyhead.

Class 40 D213 Andania worked the ‘Cumbrian Mountain Whistler’ on August 27. The train is
pictured on Lunds Viaduct on the Settle to Carlisle line, carrying the headboard Trevor Dean
1950-2011. The locomotive undoubtedly looks the part at the head of a rake of carmine & cream

carriages. CHRIS GEE

Sunday steam success for Scottish Railway Preservation Society

THE Scottish Railway Preservation
Society’s second venture into
running trains from Linlithgow to
Tweedbank on the four Sundays in
August proved to be popular with the
public, according to train manager
Jim Paterson.

As he anticipated, loadings were
good - three trains carried more than
300 passengers, the fourth and last
departure requiring an extra coach
to cope with more than 400 people
wishing to travel over the Borders
route to Galashiels and Tweedbank.

Operated as planned, the
programme hit one problem: the trip
on Sunday, August 19 was delayed
2"2 hours when Network Rail’s newly
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laid pointwork connecting Linlithgow
to the main line at Menuel Junction
failed to work.

That incident apart, the month'’s
operations were completed
successfully, suggesting the society
may well repeat the itinerary again for
the third consecutive time in 2019.

Locomotive line-up
Motive power was provided
by lan Riley’s two‘Black Five’
4-6-0s, No. 44871 working the
first three trains, and No. 45407
running as No. 45157, heading the
final departure.

There will be more steam next
month when A1 4-6-2 No. 60163

Tornado, subject to it passing its main
line tests following repairs carried
out at Wansford on the Nene Valley
Railway, makes an appearance to
work two of the society’s regular
‘Forth Circle'trips, on Saturday,
October 13.

A morning train departs
Linlinthgow for its run around the
well-travelled circuit, then returns to
its starting point, before an afternoon
train leaves Inverkeithing to complete
asimilar itinerary.

Following these trips, the A1 will
be stabled on the Bo'ness & Kinneil
Railway until November 3, during
which time it is possible the engine
will be in steam and run locally.

On November 3, the A1 is booked to
head a society railtour to York via the
Settle and Carlisle line. The return leg
will be diesel hauled down the East
Coast Main Line.

No Lincoln Christmas trip
Over the weekend of November
3-5, the Bo'ness line will be staging
a three-day steam gala featuring
Caledonian tank No. 419 (News, page
24) along with visiting Caledonian
0-6-0 No. 828. The society is hopeful
D49 Morayshire will also be back in
traffic.

The SRPS' usual diesel hauled
pre-Christmas December trip to
Lincoln will not run this year.

n Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway



West Coast Railways-operated Jubilee No. 45699 Galatea passes Ais Gill on the Settle & Carlisle line on September 4 with ‘The Dalesman’. The 4-6-0’s train had operated

between Chester and Carlisle, with steam in charge between Hellifield, Settle, Carlisle and return. BRIAN SHARPE

Steam set to turn at Aberdeen

ABERDEEN'S Ferryhill Railway
Heritage Trust's original 70ft
Caledonian Railway turntable has
been refurbished and reinstalled.

The Ferryhill turntable is vital to
the trust’s plans to attract steam-
hauled railtours to the Granite City.
Currently, rail tour promoters are
able to include Aberdeen in tour
itineraries, but cannot use the city
as a destination because of a lack of
turning facilities.

The installation of the Ransomes
&Rapier turntable, built in Ipswich
in 1905, and associated locomotive
servicing points will change all that.

Positive impact

Trust spokesman Gordon Simpson
said: “Itis something we have been
working towards for years.

“I'think it could be the start of a
bright new future and one which has
asignificant impact on the whole of
the North East.

“When one thinks of all the cruise
ships that are going to be arriving in
the new Aberdeen harbour, it makes
sense to have new tourist attractions
- like our plans to create a working
heritage railway centre, complete
with museum at Ferryhill.

“The turntable is back where
it should be, and although we
are currently locked from the
nearby running lines, we expect

the situation to change in the
near future.’

The turntable has yet to
pass its loading test and areas
of the surrounding track
require upgrading.

Nevertheless, the project, which
has the backing of Network Rail,
is expected to be up and running
next year.

Support

Coun Ross Grant, Aberdeen City
Council’s transport spokesman,
said:“The prospect of steam
engines returning once again on
the Ferryhill line is very exciting.”

The plan has also been welcomed
by business groups and politicians,
including Russell Borthwick,
chief executive of Aberdeen and
Grampian Chamber of Commerce.

He said:“The recently unveiled
tourism strategy for the region
highlights the importance of
year-round visitor attractions that
make the most of our stunning
landscape and unique heritage!”

A Network Rail spokesman added:
“We are supportive of the plans to
rejoin the turntable at Ferryhill to
Network Rail infrastructure and for it
to be used by steam trains.

“Steam charters are an important
part of our heritage and they provide
significant contribution to tourism.”

Two Kings in waiting

DIDCOT'S blue Great Western 4-6-0

No. 6023 King Edward Il is due back from
the Dartmouth Steam Railway in a few
weeks'time, and has, by all accounts,
performed well this summer.

The King's visit to Devon was its
third outing following appearances
on the Severn Valley Railway and the
Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway.

Didcot’s main concern in agreeing
to hire out the 4-6-0 was to test the
efficiency of the King's revised blast
pipe arrangements.

Reports say even when pulling 10
coaches on gradients, sounds coming
from the single chimney are sharp
and clear.

Anxious to see their engine out on
the main line, the people involved at
Didcot, led by Richard Preston, are faced
with the problem of gauging to meet
Network Rail's specifications.

As is well known, the King has had its
chimney, safety valve cover and cab roof
reduced in height, but the main worry
concerns the width of the two outside
cylinder blocks.

The King is a wide engine and this
adds to the worry of the swing of the
front end when travelling at speed over
point work within platform lengths. If
substantial, it could result in the 4-6-0
making contact with platform edging.

However, it seems that’s all for the
future. With two years left on its ticket,
the latest views are the engine might
well be considered for further hiring out
to other heritage lines while decisions

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ.

are taken about the engine’s ultimate
future regarding main line or not. If it is
decided to cast new, narrowed outside
cylinders, the cost factor will play a
major role in the decision making.

Meanwhile, at various locations
around the country, steady progress is
being made with the heavy overhaul of
sister engine No. 6024 King Edward |
at Minehead, reports the green King's
spokesman, Dave Fuszard.

He said:“All four piston valves are now
in place and will be connected when
valve timing is checked, all cross heads
are fitted after white metalling, work has
started fitting the four new pistons and
rings, vacuum brake pipework is now
being fitted, and this will be followed by
the air brake pipework.

“Work on the boiler at Riley
Engineering in Heywood, Lancashire
continues at a satisfactory pace, with a
copper firebox back plate fire hole being
formed to the new three-and-a-quarter
inch steel back head plate, which has
been already fitted.

“The tender is progressing well at
Highbridge, with the air brake system
completed and pressure tested. The axle
boxes are to be fitted shortly and the
wheels, springs and so on, refitted.

“Now ready, the tank will be fitted after
the electronics are completed.

“The locomotive's BSK support
coach is undergoing a comprehensive
overhaul at Eastleigh!”

All this raises the thought — which King
will be main line certified the soonest?
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The heritage sector’s first
production HST set on way?

By Robin Jones

LOCOMOTIVE Services has indicated

its intention to acquire a full production
InterCity 125 High Speed Train set for use
on railtours.

The HSTs are widely considered to
be one of, if not the most, successful
train types in British Rail history, having
operated for more than 40 years.

Locomotive Services is also bidding for
two Class 90 electric locomotives.

A statement from the company
said:“Locomotive Services Limited are
pleased to announce that we have
recently entered into an agreement that
will see our operational fleet expand
from 2019.

“The inclusion of a High Speed Train,
Mk.3 coaching stock and Class 90
locomotives in our fleet will enable the

continued expansion of our operation,
while protecting our heritage assets
from excessive use. We will be providing
further details in due course”’

Durability

A heritage future for one or more HSTs
has been a matter of speculation for
along time. Enthusiasts have been
mindful of the fate of the iconic Blue
Pullman sets, withdrawn en masse

in May 1973 with the imminent
introduction of the InterCity 125.

The last Blue Pullman was scrapped in
the mid-Seventies, despite a reported
effort to preserve 10 cars in 1975,
leaving a massive hole in the heritage
modern traction fleet.

The HSTs were built by British Rail
Engineering Limited from 1975-82. At
present, InterCity 125s remain in service

with CrossCountry, East Midlands Trains,
Great Western Railway, London North
Eastern Railway, Abellio ScotRail and
Network Rail.

Most sets operating with GWR and
LNER will be replaced by Class 800 and
801s by December 2019, freeing them
up for private buyers

The class is not only famous for its
durability, but for its speed records. On
June 12, 1973 the Prototype HST set
travelled at a speed of 143.2 mph around
Northallerton, setting a world speed
record for diesel traction.

The type has already made its mark
in the heritage sector.In 2011, the 125
Group, under the Project Miller banner,
became custodians of prototype power
carNo.41001 on along term-loan
from the National Railway Museum,
with the view of returning it to

operational condition.

In September 2013, No.41001 moved
to Great Central Railway (Nottingham)
for the completion of its restoration and
commissioning into service.

Blue & grey?
On Saturday, November 15, No.41001
operated its first passenger-carrying
train in preservation, The Screaming
Valenta’ Operated by East Midlands
Trains, it saw a shortened EMT HST
set running to Ruddington, where
No.41001 was placed on the other end
of the set for a run down the GCR(N).
A Locomotive Services HST might
well be returned to its original BR blue
and grey livery if it follows the example
of other diesels in the Jeremy Hosking
empire, which have been returned to
BRliveries.

Duke: new
plugs for old!

THE custodians of No. 71000 Duke of
Gloucester are offering the public the
chance to sponsor a new wash-out plug,
having sold all of its time-expired ones to
enthusiasts keen to collect a part souvenir
from BR's sole example of a three cylinder
4-6-2 express passenger engine.

Priced at £50 each, every sponsor of
the brand new plugs will be supplied
with a diagram indicating where it will be
fitted and positioned inside the Duke's
boiler. Of the 50 plugs available, 20 had
already been taken up as we closed for
press.

The appeal for funds for the Duke’s
support coach —which is being rebuilt
in three internal sections — has been
boosted with 10 one-foot sections of the
coach having been bought.

Support coach & copper appeal
As reported previously, the trust is selling
one-foot sections of the 65ft Mk.2 coach
at £500 each, which can either be paid in
full or by 10 monthly payments of £50.

Names of those buying sections of the
coach will have their names included
on aspecial scroll mounted inside the
coach.The money will be used on items
such as a newly fitted copper firebox
backplate, which will cost £10,000 for the
copperalone.

The Duke’s display stand at Tyseley’s
50th anniversary weekend gala on
September 29/30 will include a working
demonstration cambox to show visitors
how it performs when in steam.

Members of the BR Class 8 Steam
Locomotive Trust are able to buy a seat on
the Duke’s first test run for just £10.

For membership details and more
information, visit www.theduke.uk.com
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A4 No. 60009 Union of South Africa is seen charging up Savernake bank at Crofton, Wiltshire with a Steam Dreams

‘Cathedrals Express’ from London Victoria to Minehead and back on August 21. The spot alongside the Kennet & Avon Canal
is also home to the Crofton Pumping Station. JAMES CORBEN

Steam into the autumn with the RTC

By Cedric Johns

THE Railway Touring Company slips into
autumn on Sunday, October 7 with a
trip to Matlock — having wrapped up

its summer programme with trains to
Plymouth and Par on September 2 and
Swanage on September 13.

‘The Peak Forester’starts from Norwich
with‘Black Five’No. 45305 at its head,
and calls at Wymondham, Attleborough,
Thetford, Brandon and Peterborough.
The 4-6-0 then joins the East Coast Main
Line to Grantham and Lincolnshire and
theTrent Valley.

On arrival at Matlock, passengers
have the option of travelling on through
Darley Dale to Rowsley via Peak Rail.

On Saturday, October 20,

‘The Yorkshireman'departs Ealing
Broadway and makes stops at St Albans,
Luton, Bedford, Kettering and Melton
Mowbray, before A4 No. 60009 Union
of South Africa takes the former Midland

Line through Corby then, crossing

the Harringworth viaduct, heads

onto Oakham, Melton Mowbray and
eventually Doncaster for the East Coast
Main Line to York.

More A4 &'Black Five’ haulage
With only two trains booked to run
in October, the action is reignited in
November when ‘The York Yuletide
Express'leaves London Victoria with
4-6-2 No. 60009 Union of South Africa
heading the train out of the city,
picking up at St Albans, Luton, Bedford,
Kettering, and finally, Melton Mowbray.
A week later (Saturday, November
24) the A4 is back in steam, working
‘The Bath Christmas Market'trip from
Paddington, making calls at Slough,
Reading and Newbury. It then goes
down the Berks & Hants Line to
Westbury where, taking the chord
at Hawkeridge, the train bypasses
the station and heads to Bath via

Trowbridge and the Avon Valley.

A'Black Five! either No. 45305 or
No.45212, is the likely provider of steam
on Tuesday, November 27, when one
of the 4-6-Os will take the ‘Christmas
Sussex Belle’' out of London Victoria for
a trip down the Brighton Line. Leaving
the main line at Keymer Junction, the
‘Belle’then heads for Lewes and the East
Coastway Line to Eastbourne.

Passengers have the choice of
spending time in the resort or travelling
onwards, along the Sussex coast, diesel
hauled to Hastings.

In contrast to October, a busy month
of November closes on Thursday
the 29th with a trip to Winchester or
Salisbury. Departing London Victoria,
the pre-Christmas shopper picks up at
Staines, Woking and Basingstoke for
Winchester, the train continuing via
Southampton and Romsey to Salisbury.
Not surprisingly, the train is booked for
haulage by No. 60009.

“ Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway




Retro Railtours operated its 10th anniversary tour on Saturday, August 25 using D9009 Alycidon. ‘The Deltic Retro Scot llI'

ran from Huddersfield to Edinburgh, via the West Coast Main Line on the outward leg and returned via the East Coast Main
Line. The Delticis seen at York, from where a Class 67 hauled the onward leg. CHRIS GEE

Prime Minister Theresa May sees ‘great
benefits’ in full Waverley Route restoration

By Robin Jones

PRIME Minister Theresa May has
acknowledged the“great benefits” of
extending the Borders Railway to Carlisle.
Responding to a question by
Berwickshire, Roxburgh and Selkirk
MP John Lamont about the possibility
of restoring the whole of the Waverley
Route, which closed in 1969, she said:
“lunderstand the importance to partners
across the region of the campaign and
the proposal that he has referred to.|am
sure he understands this is a devolved
transportissue.
“I would certainly encourage all parties
that are involved to come to a workable

solution and to ensure the best outcome
for the entire region because this can
bring great benefits”

She was speaking as new figures
showed more than four million journeys
have been made on the Borders Railway,
the northernmost section of the old
route, since it opened to passengers
three years ago.

Border union

The railway was officially opened by HM
Queen on September 9,2015.The Queen
and Duke of Edinburgh, along with
Scottish First Minister Nicola Sturgeon,
travelled on the opening special, hauled
by A4 No. 60009 Union of South Africa, in

the presence of its owner, John Cameron.

Scottish Transport Secretary Michael
Matheson said the railway had proved to
be a“phenomenal success”.

Afull reinstatement of the Waverley
route would mean an end to one
of Britain’s newest standard gauge
heritage lines.

The Border Union Railway is the
operational section of demonstration
track in the middle of the old Waverley
Route, which heads both north and
south from Whitrope Heritage Centre.

The first section of track was laid in
2005 and its first trains ran on the 150th
anniversary of the original opening of the
Waverley Route, on July 1,2012.

Fresh fears for future of G&SWR Ayr Station Hotel

By Hugh Dougherty

DEMOLITION-threatened Ayr Station
Hotel looks set for destruction after
South Ayrshire Council extended an
exclusion zone around the building
on August 27.

Campaigners fighting to save the
hotel say they are now more worried
than ever for the future of the
historic hotel.

The move follows the discovery
of crumbling roofing and masonry
by structural engineers Mott
Macdonald.

The company was hired by
Network Rail to survey the former
Glasgow & South Western Railway
hotel, which is owned by a Malasyian
businessman, and which has lain
derelict since 2012.

Ayr station’s platforms 3 and 4,
which are overhung by the hotel,

have been roped off, and all ScotRail
services to Girvan and Stranraer
suspended as a result.

Services north to and from
Glasgow and Edinburgh have
also been affected as Townhead
maintenance depot, situated past
the station on the Stranraer line, has
not been accessible.

ScotRail expected the disruption to
last until the end of August.

Local & railway heritage
South Ayrshire Council chief
executive Eileen Howat said:“We
have taken the decision to extend
the exclusion zone round the station
hotel because of safety issues. We
are working with Network Rail and
ScotRail to minimise the impact
on passengers.”

Esther Clark, leader of the
community action group formed to

save the 1885-built hotel, said: “This
is exactly what we predicted would
happen as the building's condition
has been allowed to worsen.

“We have already been alarmed by
the recent sight of the contractors
cutting decorative ironwork from
the roof area and dumping it in the
car park beside the hotel.

“Our fear has always been that the
survey, carried out by a company
which is non-expert in conservation,
would lead to demolition of the
hotel which, we still maintain, has a
viable future by being restored and
put to new uses, rather than being
demolished.

“Itis a significant piece of local
and railway heritage and we have
put forward viable schemes for its
retention and development. It would
be a tragedy to lose it because of
years of neglect by all involved.”

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ.
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THUR 4: ‘The Cathedrals Express’
Theale, Newbury, Taunton & return.
Steam-hauled: Theale, Taunton.

Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman. SD
THUR 4: ‘The Cathedrals Express’
Taunton, Plymouth & return.
Steam-hauled: Taunton, Plymouth.
Locos: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman and
No. 61306 Mayflower. SD

SAT 6: ‘The Cathedrals Express’
Plymouth, Par & return.

Steam-hauled: Plymouth, Par.

Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman and
No. 61306 Mayflower. SD

SUN 7:‘The Auld Reekie’

Doncaster, Wakefield, Leeds, Edinburgh

Tour promoters
BEL  Belmond Pullman
0845 077 2222
CAR  Carnforth Station Heritage
Centre
01524 735165
PT Pathfinder Tours
01453 835414

RTC  Railway Touring Company
01553 661500

SD Steam Dreams
01483 209888
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&return.

Steam-hauled: Doncaster, Edinburgh.
Loco: No. 60163 Tornado and D9009
Alycidon. RTC

MON 8: ‘The Cathedrals Express’
Plymouth, Exeter & return.
Steam-hauled: Plymouth, Exeter.
Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman and
No. 61306 Mayflower. SD

MON 8: ‘The Cathedrals Express’
Exeter, Taunton, Bristol & return.
Steam-hauled: Exeter, Bristol.

Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman and
No. 61306 Mayflower. SD

Wed 10: ‘The Pendle Dalesman’
Bedford, Carlisle & return.
Steam-hauled: Carnforth-Carlisle-
Hellifield-Farington Jn.

ST Saphos Trains

0800038 5320

SMT  Statesman Trains
0845 3102458

SRPS  Scottish Railway Preservation
Society

0131202 1033
TEL  Torbay Express Ltd

01453 834477

UKRT UKRailtours
01438 715050

WCR  West Coast Railways
01524 737751

Loco: No. 35018 British India Line,

No. 45690 Leander, No. 48151 or

No. 45699 Galatea. WCR

SAT 13: ‘The Cumbrian Mountain
Express’

London Euston, Carlisle & return.
Steam-hauled: Hellifield, Carlisle & return.
Loco: No. 35018 British India Line,

No. 45690 Leander, No. 48151 or

No. 45699 Galatea. RTC

SAT 13: ‘Farewell to Alan Pegler’
London Kings Cross, York & return.
Steam-hauled: London Kings Cross, York.
Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman. SD
SUN 14: ‘The Forth Circle’

Linlithgow, Stirling.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. SRPS

Wed 17: ‘The Pendle Dalesman’
Bangor, Carlisle & return.

Steam-hauled: Hellifield, Carlisle & return
Loco: No. 35018 British India Line,

No. 45690 Leander, No. 48151 or

No. 45699 Galatea. WCR

SAT 20: ‘Belmond British Pullman’
London Victoria, Staines, Guildford,
Shalford, Redhill, Victoria.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 35028 Clan Line. BEL

SAT 20: ‘The Yorkshireman’

Ealing Broadway, Cricklewood, Melton
Mowbray, York.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 60009 Union of South Africa. RTC

SAT 27: ‘The Cathedrals Express’
Sheffield Park (Bluebell Railway),
Worcester & return.

Steam-hauled: Sheffield Park, Worcester.
Loco: No. 61306 Mayflower. SD

SAT 27: ‘The Pendle Dalesman’
Doncaster, Carlisle & return.
Steam-hauled: Hellifield, Carlisle
&return.

Loco: No. 35018 British India Line,

No. 45690 Leander, No. 48151 or

No. 45699 Galatea. WCR

SAT 27: ‘Aviemore & Inverness’
Linlithgow, Kirkcaldy, Perth, Aviemore.
Diesel-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 37 025 Inverness TMD. SRPS

Regular Steam

MON-FRIUNTIL OCT 26: ‘Jacobite’

Fort William, Mallaig & return.
Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 44871, 62005 or No. 45407. WCR
OCT 30: ‘Dalesman’

York, Carlisle & return.

Steam-hauled: Hellifield, Carlisle & return.
Loco: No. 35018 British India Line,

No. 45690 Leander, No. 48151. WCR

The information in this list was correct at the
time of going to press.

We strongly advise you confirm details of a
particular trip with the promoter concerned.

n Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway



The York Yuletide Express

Christmas Day Trips 2018

Saturday 17th November 2018

Join us for a main line steam run from
London Victoria to York and an opportunity
to experience the Festive Season’s activities.
We travel north via the Midland Main Line
stopping at stations to pick up further
passengers. Our train will be hauled between
London and York by Princess Coronation
Class steam locomotive No. 46233 Duchess of
Sutherland and from York to London on the
return by A4 Class Pacific No. 60009 Union of
South Africa.

Approx. Timings Outward Return
London Victoria 06:30 23:10
St. Albans 08:01 21:50
Luton 08:17 21:39
Bedford 08:48 21:10
Kettering 09:47 20:37
Melton Mowbray 10:47 19:50
York 13:51 17:25
Fares Adult  Junior Family
Premier £259  £175 £780
First £169  £112 £506

Standard £109  £76 £332

with The Railway Touring Company

The Bath Christmas Market
Saturday 24th November 2018

Departs London Paddington, Slough and Reading. Arrives Bath.

The Christmas Sussex Belle
Tuesday 27th November 2018

Departs London Victoria. Arrives Eastbourne.

The Winchester and Salisbury
Christmas Markets
Thursday 29th November 2018

Departs London Victoria, Staines, Woking, Basingstoke
and Winchester. Arrives Winchester or Salisbury.

The Plymouth Christmas Market
Saturday 1st December 2018

Departs Bristol Temple Meads, Yatton, Taunton
and Exeter. Arrives Plymouth.

The York Yuletide Express

Thursday 6th December 2018
Depart Norwich, Wymondham, Attleborough, Thetford,
Brandon, March and Peterborough. Arrives York.

The Edinburgh Christmas Market
Saturday 8th December 2018

Departs York, Durham and Newcastle. Arrives Edinburgh.

The Lindum Fayre
Saturday 8th December 2018

Departs London’s King’s Cross, Potters Bar,
Stevenage and Peterborough. Arrives Lincoln.

The Sherborne Christmas Carol
Tuesday 11th December 2018

Departs London Victoria, Staines, Woking, Basingstoke
and Sherborne. Arrives Sherborne or Yeovil Junction.

The Christmas White Rose

Saturday 15th December and
Departs London King’s Cross, Stevenage,
Huntingdon and Peterborough. Arrives York.

The Christmas White Rose

Thursday 20th December 2018
Departs Cambridge, Ely, March and Peterborough.
Arrives York.

The Railway Touring Company, 14a Tuesday Market Place, King‘s Lynn, Norfolk, PE30 1JN
Visit www.railwaytouring.net for more details or phone us on 01553 661 500.

Organised by The Railway Touring Company. The Railway Touring Company’s Standard Conditions of Booking and Travel apply — see website or brochure for details.
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A travel-stained A4 No. 60009 Union of South Africa pauses at the Frome water stop on August 18, 2018. DON BENN

EWBURY TO WESTBURY

Date Saturday, August 18,2018
Train 0815 Paddington-Minehead
Engine (lass A4 4-6-2 No. 60009 Union of South Africa
Load 11 coaches 4107 tons tare 40 tons gross
Driver Pete Roberts
Fireman (raig Stinchcombe
Recorder DB
Position 3rd coach of 11
Weather Cloudy

miles sched mins secs  speed
Newbury 0.00 000 00 00
Enborne Jct 117 03 39 32%
Hamstead LC 3.02 06 37 4
Kintbury 542 09 34 53%/56%
MP 60 6.92 1M 15  54%h
Hungerford 8.46 1 5 56%
MP 64 10.92 15 25 6l
Little Bedwyn ~ 12.20 16 35 64'
Bedwyn 1335 1600 17 39 64
(rofton LC 14.97 19 1B 62V
MP 69 15.92 20 10 58%
MP 69 16.42 20 4 56%
Savernake 17.04 210 55
Wootton Rivers ~ 19.42 23 4 68"
Pewsey 22.26 % 27 37* tsr
Woodborough ~ 25.82 2900 30 4 67%
Patney 28.01 2 3 65
MP 85 31.92 36 00 74
LavingtonGF~ 35.00 3900 38 29 70
Edington 38.26 a3 60
Heywood Rd Jct  41.49 4700 45 38 25%
Westbury 42.44 500 49 13

net time 47% minutes
* brakes or speed restriction
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By Don Benn

THIS time | am covering the recent performances of
A4 Pacific No. 60009 Union of South Africa, plus some
from the twilight years of Scottish steam in 1964/65.
I have had precious few runs behind this engine in
preservation, though | reported on the running of the
Jubilee Requiem'in issue 196.John Cameron, the owner
of No. 60009, has announced it is his intention to retire
the engine from the main line in 2019, so | took the
chance for a run behind‘No. 9'on the Railway Touring
Company's trip to Minehead on Saturday, August 18.
The long hot days of June and July had seen Network
Rail impose a requirement for diesel power on all
trains with a steam locomotive present, to protect the
linesides and adjoining properties from the risk of fire.
I suppose this is inevitable in these risk-averse times,
though lineside fires in the days of steam were accepted
as part of everyday life. By mid-August, there had been
sufficient rain in most areas to hope the ban would
be lifted — and word was the Western Region would
allow the trip to Minehead to run diesel free. However,
when | telephoned the RTC office to book my place
they were unsure of the situation, but | booked anyway
as my information had come from a very good source
inside West Coast Railways, as reported on the National
Preservation website.

West Somerset Steam Express
So it was we found ourselves at Reading waiting with
some trepidation for the train to arrive from Paddington,
which it did a few minutes late, diesel free and with the
familiar figure of driver Pete Roberts in the cab of No. 9.
The load proved to be a substantial one of 11
coaches, of mainly heavy stock weighing 410" tons
tare, and as the train wasn't full, about 440 tons full. This
would have been 12 coaches of traditional stock in the
days of steam.

Eagle-eyed readers will have noticed that in the
last issue all the ‘tons’ had somehow become ‘tonnes,
otherwise known as short tons. This happened
somewhere in the production process, but readers
can be assured that the weights were actually in tons.
Hopefully this will not happen again. As the train wasn't
full, we abandoned our booked seats to find milepost
side positions in the third coach from the front, sitting
with an old friend from the days of steam. Pete Roberts
had Craig Stinchcombe on the shovel and we got away
from Reading just over five minutes late for the short
hop to the Theale loop to take water and let service
trains past.

On to Newbury, some time was lost because of a
two-minute stop for signals soon after the restart.
Our last pick up point was Newbury and we left there
four and a half minutes late for the 42.50 miles section
to Westbury, easily timed in 56 minutes, but full of
interest. | have known Pete Roberts since he was
fireman to Jim Robinson (senior) at Nine ElIms MPD in
the 1960s, and he inherited his driving skills, knowing
just how to handle a steam locomotive to get the best
out of it, keeping or gaining time where appropriate,
and without ever needing to thrash an engine. He is
one of the few drivers who knows how to handle the
temperamental Tangmere properly, one of the others
being the now retired Ray Churchill.

Good over Savernake
From Newbury, the line climbs most of the way for the
17 miles to a summit at Savernake following the Kennet
and Avon canal, mostly on fairly easy gradients but
steepening over the final three miles or so after Bedwyn.
This section is always a good test of how well an engine
is steaming and the crew did well with Union of South
Africa.

By Kintbury, speed was into the mid-50s and then
rose steadily to reach 64V- at Little Bedwyn. The final

n Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway



TABLE TWO: WILLITON TO CROWCOMBE HEATHFIELD TABLE THREE: TAUNTON TO FROME/SIGNAL W415

Date Saturday, August 18,2018 Date Saturday, August 18,2018 Tuesday, August 21,2018
Train 1615 Minehead-London Paddington Train 1615 Minehead-London Paddington 1630 Minehead-London Victoria
Engine S&D 7F class 2-8-0 No. 53808 Engine (lass A4 4-6-2 No. 60009 Union of South Africa (lass A4 4-6-2 No. 60009 Union of South Africa
Load 10 coaches , 373Y2 tons tare 400 tons gross Load 11 coaches 4107 tons tare 440 tons gross 10 coaches, 342 tons tare 365 tons gross
Driver lan Cook WSRly Driver Bob Baines Bob Baines
Recorder DB Fireman Fraser Birrell Fraser Birrell
Position 9th coach of 10 Pilotman Bill Monteith Bill Monteith
Weather Cloudy Recorder DB Alan Rawlings
Position 10th coach of 11 10th coach of 10
miles mins  secs speed gradient Weather Cloudy Fineand dry
Williton 0.00 00 00 1272 154k
TeddyBearsLC ~ 0.46 02 09 18 99R miles sched mins secs speed sched mins secs speed
Castle Hill 0.87 03 121920 99R Taunton 0.00 0.00 00 00 0.00 00 00 0/%7 sigs
MP177 1.20 03 50 19%  13R Taunton E Jct 0.69 03 35 31% 3.00 04 28 20
Woolston Manor  1.37 04 45 A3 126RIL Creech St Mchael 292 06 37 52 08 26 48
MP 176 220 06 36 22%/21 100R (ogload Jct 477 6.00 08 37 55% 8.00 10 17 55
MP 175 320 09 19 3% IR Athelney LC 792 9.00 1 55 62V 11.00 13 46 65
Stogumber 345 09 53 23/22%: 176/68R MP133 9.92 13 52 63% 15 35 64/70
MP 174 420 n 53 2B% 100R Curry Rivel 11.92 15 ] 66 17 3 68
LeighWood LC  4.50 12 52 % 100R Langport East 12.89 16 38 63 18 17 67
MP173 520 14 5 B 100R MP 129 13.92 17 36 62V 19 10 65
Roebuck Farm LC 5.38 14 51 22%  100R Somerton Tunnel W [15.58 19 15 60 20 8B 60
MP172 5.70 15 43 20 116k Somerton Tunnel E 16.18 19 52 59 21 19 59
(rowcombe 6.11 17 30 127 L Somerton GF 16.78 18.00 20 29 61 20.00 21 56 62
Engine eased at Roebuck Farm LC Somerton Viaduct 17.70 N 18 67% 22 47 68
MP 124 18.92 2 3 697 23 51 70
Charlton Mackrell 20.46 23 44 65 25 12 67
. es Keinton Mandeville  [22.71 25 45 13/15% 27 07 73/75
Alford 25.46 28 02 64/61 29 24 71/66
Castle Cary 27.58 29.00 30 08 62/ 31.00 31 16 68/69
MP 128 29.13 31 35 66 32 40 67
Bruton 31.02 33 2 61% 34 21 65
MP 125 3213 34 26 60 35 23 63
MP 124 33.13 35 38 30% sigs 36 21 62
MP123 3413 38 " 19* sigs 37 20 58
Brewham Summit 34.48 39 01 30 37 44 56
E Somerset Jct 36.27 38.00 4 30 58% 40.00 39 36 70
Blatchbridge Jct 40.48 44.00 46 55 25%/30% 45.00 83 03 70
Frome 41.59 47.00 49 48
(link Road Jct 24 48.00 44 4 64
Standerwick 4438 46 24 75
Fairwood Jct 45.72 53.00 47 34 72
Signal W415 48.00 51 30
x - - net time 47 minutes nettime 49 minutes
Driver Pete Roberts on No. 60009 on August 18, 2018. *brakes or speed restriction * brakes or speed restriction

DON BENN

2.07 miles from Crofton to Savernake summit, where
the gradients steepen from 1-in-175 to a final short
1-in-106 at the top brought speed back to a minimum
of 55mph, good work with this 440-ton load.

After reaching 68>amph downbhill past Wootton
Rivers, we suffered a temporary speed restriction
to 37mph at Pewsey, but then ran easily away up to
74mph down the 1-in-222 after Patney, where the
engine was eased and we ran past Heywood Road
Junction well inside schedule to stop at Westbury two
and a quarter minutes early, in 49 minutes 13 seconds
for the 42.50 miles from Newbury, a gain of more than
seven minutes. | calculate the net time to have been
47"> minutes, representing a good competent effort.

Table One shows the full detail. From Westbury the
train called at Frome for water and was then booked 47
minutes for the 41.69 miles to Taunton. Leaving slightly
early, No. 60009 set about the next and shorter but
steeper climb to Brewham summit, which we topped
at 49Y2 after reaching 51mph after East Somerset
Junction (Witham) — good going on the final 1-in-
112/107.Then came the usual dash downhill to beyond
Bruton, where speed reached the full 75mph allowed.

There now seems to be a 60mph speed restriction
for steam through Castle Cary and once through
here, speed rose to just under 70mph after Charlton
Mackrell, before falling to a minimum of 577 at
Somerton tunnel. The timing point at Somerton
Ground Frame was passed in 28 minutes 32 seconds, as
opposed to the 28-minute schedule.

As we had left Frome nearly two minutes early, Pete
Roberts let the engine drift down to Athelney with — . :
nothing higher that 68mph, before we caught a late No. 60009 prepares to take water at Perth while working the 1.30pm Aberdeen-Glasgow on October 30, 1965.
running Great Western service at Cogload Junction ~ © DON BENN
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and this lost three and a half minutes on the booking
toTaunton, reached nearly three minutes late, but with
nothing booked against the engine and crew.

Onto the West Somerset Railway
We then transferred to the West Somerset Railway,
reaching Bishops Lydeard slightly late, where Union
of South Africa was replaced by S&D 7F class 2-8-0
No. 53808, and with the load reduced by the 37 tons of
the support coach, driver lan Cook still had 373 tons
tare or 400 tons gross to take over the fierce gradients
to Minehead. Unfortunately, the WSR had suffered an
engine failure and services were somewhat disrupted,
causing a loss of time to Minehead, reached nearly five
minutes late in 99 minutes 37 seconds from Bishops
Lydeard for the 19.67 miles, which included three stops.
The Minehead steam trips are really great days out, but

TABLE FOUR: ABERDEEN T0 PERTH

Date Friday, October 30, 1964

Train 0710 Aberdeen-Glasgow

Engine (lass A4 4-6-2 No. 60009 Union of South Africa
Load 6 coaches, 208 tons tare 225 tons gross

Driver John Thompson, Ferryhill MPD
Recorder DB
Position 2nd coach of 6
Weather Cloudy

miles sched mins secs  speed
Aberdeen 0.00 000 00 00
Ferryhill Jct 0.65 03 03 39
Cove Bay 4.80 09 54  49/52
MP 234 7.10 12 2 51
Portleven 8.15 B 2 72
Newtonhill 10.40 15 14 77114%
Muchalls 11.55 16 08 79%
MP 227% 13.60 7 M8 124[75%
Stonehaven 16.15 2100 20 2

0.00 000 00 00
Dunottar SB 2.70 05 19 44
MP 220% 470 07 39 5%
Carmont SB 5.45 08 34 60
Drumlithie 7.20 0 15 66%2
Fordoun 11.10 B3 3 78
Laurencekirk 14.40 1600 16 11 75
MP 209 15.95 7 72%[76
Marykirk 17.60 18 47 73*/19%
(raigo 19.75 20 3 66*
Kinnaber Jct 21.85 2800 2 4 58*
Dubton Jct 23.05 3 8 65/66"
Bridgeof Dun ~ 25.70 2700 26 14 64/70%
Farnell Road 28.85 29 04 67
MP193% 3170 31 52 51
Glasterlaw 3215 2 N8 57170
Guthrie SB 33.95 3410 56%
AuldbarRoad  36.15 %6 24 64
Clocksbriggs 38.80 38 45 70
Forfar .15 B0 41 7B

0.00 000 00 00
Forfar South Box  0.70 02 10 40
KiriemuirBox ~ 2.85 04 32 67%
Glamis 5.65 06 55 75
Eassie 7.85 08 35 80/82»
Alyth Junction ~ 11.90 120 11 37 79/82
Ardler Box 13.15 2 30 7%
Ardler 14.20 13 25 75
CouparAngus  16.65 15 2 78/81
Burrelton 18.85 17 07 75
Cargill 21.20 18 56 84
Ballathie 23.05 20 2 7577
Stanley Junction  25.30 20 2 1B 74
Strathord 27.35 23 4 79%
Luncarty 2830 %437 i
Almond Valley Jct 30.85 26 4 %
Perth 32.50 3200 29 38

* brakes or speed restriction
Forfar to Perth start to stop
average 65.8 mph
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need more time than the one hour 25 minutes we were
allowed, which is barely enough for a leisurely lunch, let
alone time to look around the railway. The return run
started at 4.15pm and this time we had a better path
getting to Bishops Lydeard in 73 minutes 58 seconds
with just one stop at Blue Anchor. The engine seemed
to be worked harder than the earlier and the long

climb from Williton to Crowcombe Heathfield over the
Quantock Hills was so good | have tabulated the detail
inTable Two.

Even from nine coaches back we could hear the engine
clearly as it slogged up the mainly 1-in-100 climb.To
maintain 23-24mph with such a load was excellent work
over my favourite stretch of line on a preserved railway.
Back at Taunton, with No. 9 now on its 11 coaches for 440
tons, driver Bob Baines and fireman Fraser Birrell were
now in charge, and they had a 47-minute booking to the
water stop at Frome.

Climbing to Brewham

We were due away from Taunton at 6.40pm, seven
minutes behind the Paignton to Paddington HST
service, which should have been more than enough,
but as it turned out wasn't!

From Taunton, the line runs across the Somerset
levels with easy gradients as far as Curry Rivel, where a
climb, mainly at 1-in-264, follows to Somerton tunnel.
We ran nicely up to 66mph, before speed fell to a
minimum of 59 at the east end of the tunnel and then
rose to 75% down to beyond Keinton Mandeville.
Speed fell to 61 for the restriction through Castle Cary
and then No. 9 was obviously opened up to some
effect for the nearly seven-mile climb to Brewham
summit. We were up to 66mph on the short stretch of
level track at milepost 128 following the 1-in-143 after
Castle Cary, and we were still doing 61%2 at Bruton on
the 1-in-98 and 60mph at milepost 124.

Then unbelievably, the brakes came on and the
rest of our climb was ruined. Yes, we had caught the
HST in front which itself had been stopped by an
empty stone train being crossed over at East Somerset

Junction.What a great shame that the best piece

of work that day by Union of South Africa had been
spoiled by yet another piece of poor train regulating,
which is all too common on the Western Region of NR
in my experience. Table Three shows full details and
alongside my run is the one timed by Alan Rawlings on
the Steam Dreams charter to Minehead a few days later
on August 21.

Alan comments:“Although we were on time joining
the main line from the WSR, we were held at Taunton
and released towards London in parallel with the
delayed Newquay to Paddington HST service that we
were to follow. Consequently, we had to crawl along
until gaining the up line at Taunton East Junction.
Thereafter the running was swift and effortless from
the A4 as we breezed up to Somerton Tunnel. The
seven miles from Castle Cary up to Brewham involved
a little more effort, but there was no real sense that
this Gresley racehorse was being stretched given the
manageable load.

“Unfortunately, the HST somehow managed to get
tangled up with its Westbury stop and after spinning
along in the seventies, we ground to a halt on the
avoiding line as it made its even later progress ahead of
us across Heywood Road Junction. Our net time to this
point was close to even time. However, despite the best
efforts of the GWR service, we managed to arrive at our
booked water stop close to right time”’

It's interesting to see how similar the running was
but with vastly different loads, suggesting Bob Baines
adjusted the regulator and/or the cut off to run at the
speeds needed to keep time. Note also how both trains
were delayed by a late running HST.

The three-hour trains in Scotland
No tribute to No. 60009 would be complete without
reference to the three-hour expresses in the twilight of
its life in the service of BRin the mid 1960s.

I made eight visits to Scotland in 1964-66 to sample
these trains and though the loads were light, the train
running performance was a joy to time, even aftera

No. 53808 prepares to take the train forward to Minehead from Bishops Lydeard
while No. 60009 rests in the other platform on August 18,2018. DON BENN
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The engine crew prepare to remove No. 60009 from
its train at Bishops Lydeard on the West Somerset
Railway on August 18,2018. DON BENN

“The 85mph gallop down to
Perth was both exhilarating and
a challenge to time in the dark.”

sleepless night's journey north on the 7.30pm Aberdonian
from Kings Cross. This train made the 33-minute connection
at Aberdeen into the 7.10am class A4-hauled express on every
occasion bar one, a level of good timekeeping which seems to
be impossible on today’s railway.

Table Four shows a typical run with John Thompson in
charge. We just failed to get an even time run from Stonehaven
to Forfar because of the slow start though the climb to
Carmont was good. Then came the usual dash across the plain
to Perth, completed in 29 minutes 38 seconds for the 32.50
miles, an average of 65.8mph.

Table Five was on a stormy day in February 1965 and the train
left Perth 12 minutes late because of delays earlier caused by
gales blowing down telegraph poles and wires. This was one
of my better runs over this section and the 72mph at Dunning
and 49%> minimum after Gleneagles were both good going.
Unchecked, we may just have scraped even time.

TABLE FIVE: PERTH TO STIRLING

Right: No. 60009 is seen at Stirling on October 31, 1964 on
the 7.10am Aberdeen-Glasgow. DON BENN

Finally Table Six shows the return run of No. 9 on the same
day on the 5.30pm from Glasgow to Aberdeen. This was a
Saturday, so the train was worked by Perth men who tended
not to operate the A4s as hard as the St Rollox drivers, such as
Quinn, who worked the train during the week. Recovery from
the signal check at Bridge of Allen was quite steady, though the
train was seven coaches for 251/270 tons, rather than the more
common six coaches on the three-hour trains.

The 85mph gallop down to Perth was both exhilarating and a
challenge to time in the dark. Remember that Scotland had an
overall 75mph speed limit at that time, though this was widely
ignored with steam.

Just as I finish writing this column, | received the very sad
news that Gordon Hooper, one of the finest drivers from the
days of Southern steam, has died. Pete Roberts, who features
in Table One, fired to Gordon for a short time in Nine Elms No. 3
link. A tribute appears in News, page 11.G13

TABLE SIX: STIRLING T0 PERTH

Date Saturday, February 13, 1985 Date Saturday, February 13, 1965
Train 0710 Aberdeen-Glasgow Train 530 pm Glasgow-Aberdeen
Engine (lass A4 4-6-2 No. 60009 Union of South Africa Engine (lass A4 4-6-2 No. 60009 Union of South Africa
Load 6 coaches, 219% tons tare 235 tons gross Load 7 coaches, 251 tons tare 270 tons gross
Driver Not recorded Crew Perth MPD
Recorder DB Recorder DB
Position 2nd coach of 6 Position 2nd coach of 7
Weather (Gale from south west, but dry Weather Strong SW wind

miles sched mins secs speed gradient miles sched mins secs speed
Perth 000 000 00 00 L/176R Stirling 000 000 00 00
Hilton Jct 210 400 04 17 49 LAT3F Cornton SB 1.90 03 33 5%
Forgandenny ~ 4.00 06 16 62 L Bridge of Allen ~ 2.85 05 22 23*sigs
Forteviot 6.90 08 54 662 280/221R Dunblane 490 700 09 21 35
Dunning 9.65 n 21 7 BKR MP 124 575 0 35 37
MP 141 1030 n 58 67 121R MP 125 6.75 2 09 40
MP 140 1130 2 53 64 121R Kinbuck 7.55 B B8 8
MP 139 1230 B 5 60 98R Greenloaning  10.75 17 38 60
MP 138 1330 14 58 56 100R Carsebreck ~ 12.75 19 36 64
Auchterarder  14.80 15 2 5% 100R Blackford 15.00 21 48 60/64
MP137 1430 16 05 53 100R MP 135 16.75 B 4 6%
MP 136 1530 7 15 50% %R Gleneagles  17.20 2000 24 04  65%
Gleneagles 1585 1900 17 40 51 108R Auchterarder  19.25 25 5 0%
MP 135 1630 18 29 49% 101R MP139 20.75 7 0 75
Blackford 18.05 20 13 67 375F MP 140 2175 27 53 80
Carsebreck 2030 2 8 76 163F Dunning 2340 29 13 8%
Greenloaning  22.30 23 40 7% 9NF Forteviot 26.15 31 17 8385
Kinbuck 25.50 26 28 67 L Forgandenny ~ 29.05 3 U 8
MP 124 2130 2755 76 88F Hilton Jct 3095 3200 35 32 18%tsr
Dunblane 2815 3100 28 34 81 212/88F Friarton Sidings 32.05 3 28 4
Bridge of Allen  30.20 31 15 32*sigs 100F Perth 3305 3600 40 27
Cornton SB 3105 33 11 27*%tsr LB73R * brakes or speed restriction
Stirling 3305 3600 36 24 L et time 34% minutes

* brakes or speed restriction
net time 33% minutes
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TRAIN
FORMATIONS
HANDBOOK

THIS new publication brings
together a collection of detailed and
informative articles from the pages
of Rail Express magazine. Over the
years, the magazine’s dedicated
modelling section, Rail Express
Modeller, has published dozens of
superb pieces on the formation of
trains in the diesel and electric era,
and how they can be re-created in
model form.

Each the result of years of research,
these articles have become highly
valued by historians and modellers
alike. In response to public demand,
what follows is a compilation of
some of the most interesting and
useful train formations articles from
REM over the last 15 years.

Even if you’re not a modeller, there’s
a great deal of information to enjoy
over the next 130 pages, as well as
dozens of superb photographs that
will bring back happy memories of
the last four decades.

classicmag: co.uk/thebookshelf

Call: 01507 529529

Also on sale in major UK
newsagents, plus other stores
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RAILWAY PROFILE

EAST SOMERSET'S

FRIENDLY LINE

Steve Roberts enjoys a warm welcome at the East Somerset Railway and finds a
line which is going from strength to strength, with rising passenger numbers and an
excellent reputation for steam locomotive and rolling stock restoration.

some difficult times a few years ago, but

it is now buoyant. Passenger numbers are
on the up and attractions are being added. At
2% miles, the line may sound on the short side
on the face of it, but the ESR offers more than
a ‘mere’ train ride - it has grasped the benefits
of offering added experiences, such as different
types of footplate visits and cream teas.

Yatton was once a busy junction with lines
spreading north (Clevedon) and south (a
branch to Blagdon and the Cheddar Valley
Line through Cheddar, Wells, Shepton Mallet
and on to Frome). All these lines have now
gone, yet Yatton remains as a stop on the GWR
line between Bristol and Taunton.

For this feature I'm interested in the Cheddar
Valley Line, which headed out of Yatton to
Congresbury, which was the junction for the

THE East Somerset Railway came through

Blagdon branch, then continued in a vaguely
south-easterly direction, before reaching
today’s GWR mainline (the Paddington-
Penzance line) at Witham, where it continued
north-east to Frome.

Part of the Cheddar Valley Line is today
utilised by the ESR, which operates between
Mendip Vale and Cranmore. Running through
the Mendips, this railway offers a 40-minute
round trip of five miles over a 1-in-56 rising
gradient which tests the capability of the locos.

History

The ESR opened as a broad gauge line between
Witham, on the Westbury to Weymouth

line, and Shepton Mallet, in November 1858.
Isambard Kingdom Brunel himself had met
the surveyors at the proposed Cranmore
station three years earlier, in 1855. The line was

then extended on to Wells by March 1862, but
was never a commercial success and was sold
to the GWR in 1874 at the time of the costly
gauge conversion. The line would continue
under the GWR and then BR until September
1963, when passenger services were withdrawn.
Freight was also reduced and the line cut back,
although the eastern end of the branch would
be used quite intensively from 1970 when
Foster Yeoman developed the Merehead stone
quarry. In fact, stone trains still use the branch
as far as the quarry. Bitumen trains also
continued to Cranmore until 1985.

My 1970 rail atlas shows the branch as a
Western Region freight only, with its junction
about half way between Frome (north) and
Bruton (south) on the section of line between
Westbury and Castle Cary. Cranmore and
Merehead are both shown. The line between

N 2MT 2-6-0 No. 46447, which is pictured
here running around at Mendip Vale.

-




NUMBER CRUNCHING

2%2 miles
The length of the East Somerset Railway.

25%
The growth in passenger numbers between 2015
and 2017.

1974

The year the East Somerset Railway opened to
the public.

Witham (the junction) and Cranmore is
still in situ for those stone trains heading to
and from Merehead. The heritage line then
heads west from Cranmore in the direction
of Shepton Mallet, which it is currently just
short of.

The original line

The junction station at the eastern end of

the line at Witham is closed, although the
line between Westbury and Castle Cary still
operates through here. Witham had a separate
branch platform and the line climbed after
leaving here. The first intermediate station
was Wanstrow (January 1860), which the
ESR couldn’t afford, so was paid for by the
locals. There was a small stone shelter on

a short platform that was later extended. It
was unstaffed until April 1909 when the first
stationmaster, who had a timber office built
for him, was appointed. A goods loop for 10
wagons (coal, cattle feed and livestock) was
added in January 1927. Another junction

was then reached, with the freight branch to
Merehead (north) and the continuation of the
passenger line (west) into Cranmore, and on
to Shepton.

Today’s Merehead Quarry Siding was
originally in use from March 1948 to April
1970, being used by rail tank wagons carrying
bitumen to a factory that pulverised stone to
make tiles. From September 1973 this site was
re-used, the branch leaving the main line and
climbing up to the siding, where there was
the new Merehead Quarry and a maintenance
shed for Foster Yeoman locomotives.

Cranmore originally had one platform and a
limestone office building, but a second (down)
platform was added in 1880. Today’s ESR
has added a new station building. Between
1926 and 1946 there were four long sidings
handling around 100 wagons of stone daily,
until Waterlip Quarry closed. There was
also a long tradition of bitumen traffic and

Marcroft Wagons Limited once had a repair
depot on the site of the present reproduction
GWR engine shed.

Next came Doulting Siding, which served
a stone quarry between 1868 and 1938 -
Doulting stone was used to build the original
platform at Cranmore. The line descends
through a steep cutting before arriving at
Mendip Vale, the current ESR station, which
marks the western end of today’s journey. The
station has no road access.

Kilver Street level crossing marked the
approach to Shepton, which began as a single
platform with a stone building. A second
platform with brick shelter was added in
1895. Shepton was the branch’s terminus for
a while, so had an engine shed, which became
redundant when the line was extended west to
Wells, so was converted to a goods shed. The
station dealt with general freight, but with
an agricultural bias (unsurprisingly), plus
beer and road stone. At Shepton the branch
crossed the Somerset & Dorset Railway, which
was making its way south from Radstock to
Evercreech Junction.

Three miles beyond Shepton were Dulcote
Quarry Sidings, which were in use from
1880 to 1969. The ESR station at Wells had a
glass awning, but this closed in January 1878
when the GWR centralised traffic on Wells’
Tucker Street Station, the former ESR station
plodding on for goods until July 1964. The
ESR yard had a two-road engine shed (1874)
with two engines allocated in 1947, before it

Above: Construction of the
Heritage Lottery Fund-sponsored
second platform is currently
underway at Cranmore. The
foundations for the education
and interpretation centre can just
be seen on theright.

Left: GWR 2-8-0 No. 5239 Goliath
is currently under overhaul on
behalf of Dartmouth Steam
Railway. This photo was taken
from the viewing gallery at
Cranmore West.

closed in November 1963. At this end of the
line, the former trackbed is now home to the
Wells Relief Road (East Somerset Way).

Rebirth beginnings

In 1967, artist and conservationist David
Shepherd bought two locomotives — a BR
Standard Class 9F No. 92203, which he named
Black Prince and a Standard Class 4MT

No. 75029 The Green Knight. Today, the latter
is at the North Yorkshire Moors Railway and
the former at the North Norfolk Railway.

David needed somewhere to keep them and
apparently arrived at Cranmore on a rainy day
in 1971. The site may have been derelict and
wet, but he saw its potential. He duly bought
the site and the ESR was effectively born. The
site was cleared, a new engine shed and sidings
built, and by the end of 1973 the ESR was back
on the map, 10 years or so after passenger
services had been withdrawn from the branch.

Cranmore was still used for bitumen traffic
at the time, so a small platform was built
next to the engine shed for the ESR - today’s
Cranmore West.

The public re-opening was in August 1974,
with the official opening following in May
1975, with Prince Bernhard of the Netherlands
the guest of honour. With the end of that
bitumen traffic, the ESR was able to return to
the original Cranmore station in 1985. The
line has subsequently been extended west
towards Shepton, with the new platform built
at Mendip Vale.

“The railway’s friendliness and happiness to help was
exemplified at the café, where staff member Vanessa
made my wife a jam sandwich - it was not on the menu,
but what she fancied. Someone in the queue must have
heard: apparently, we ‘started a trend"”

Heritagerailway.co.uk 69



Veteran South Wales coal tank, GWR 56xx 0-6-2T No. 5637 is the line’s other regular steam performer.

Cranmore HQ

Cranmore, a lovely village around three miles
east of Shepton, is the headquarters of a railway
that seeks to portray a country branch line.
You are guaranteed a warm personal welcome
here from ‘The Friendly Steam Railway’ as it
has dubbed itself - correctly in my opinion.
Railwaymen used to call Cranmore ‘Siberia’
though: it can get chilly up here.

There’s everything you'd expect of a decent
day out on a heritage railway. There’s a small
museum, a signal box and the Whistlestop
Café, which serves so many home-made meals
each day that the railway is steaming and
has inside seating and patio benches. If the
full-size railway is not enough for you, there’s
also a 7%in gauge miniature railway, which
runs to Cranmore West and back. There are
grass picnic areas, a children’s play area and
there’s plenty of free car parking. The railway’s
friendliness and happiness to help was
exemplified at the café, where staff member
Vanessa made my wife a jam sandwich - it
was not on the menu, but what she fancied.
Someone in the queue must have heard:
apparently, we ‘started a trend’.

Arriving at the station’s car park, the main
station building is ahead and left, with
sidings (1904) away to the right, the car park
occupying the triangle of land in between.

On the left, just before the station, is ‘East
Somerset Models’ where you can obtain your
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Hornby 00 and so on. There’s also a water tank
to the east. The main station building is one

I could linger about: the café and toilets are

on the ground floor. A flight of steps at the

far end takes you up to the platform, where
you'll find the booking office and shop. The
building was opened in 1991 using materials
from the old Somerset & Dorset Joint Railway
goods shed in Wells, plus the GWR Lodge Hill
station building (Westbury-sub-Mendip on the
Cheddar Valley line). The K4 telephone box

to one side dates to 1926 and was originally in
Bristol city centre.

There is plenty to take in along the current
single platform. Double-track is in place
through the station as the steam locomotive
needs to run around here. Beyond the eastern
end of the platform is one end of the run
around and the limit of scheduled operation
in this direction. Walking west along the
platform, you come to the modern station
house, which was built only in the early-
1970s, a bookstall (originally a WH Smith
kiosk at Salisbury station), then the museum
(with the date of ‘1858’ inscribed), which is
in the original station building, which still
incorporates its waiting room, booking office
and ticket window.

At the western end of the station, beyond the
platform, is a passenger crossing, which takes
you across the tracks to the 1904 signal box,
which closed in 1968 and is currently being

Cranmore station. The GWR signalbox was open
to visitors on the day of the author’s visit.

refitted. While I was there, the signal box was
opened and an interested gaggle of visitors
headed inside. In the sidings, away behind the
station, I spotted a Class 108 DMU comprising
cars M51909 and M56271, along with assorted
wagons and carriages.

Today'’s operation

The journey is from Cranmore to Mendip
Vale, via Cranmore West and Merryfield Lane.
Passengers can ride as many times as they

like on each visit, with groups and schools

also catered for, including with the popular
‘Evacuee Experience’. Passenger trains are
steam-hauled, supplemented on selected days
by the DMU.

Trains run between March (four steam trains
a day) and October, mostly at weekends, with
a steam gala held over a weekend towards the
end of March. Trains also run on Wednesdays
between June and October, and Thursdays
in August. December sees weekend Santa
Specials, plus, in 2018, a Christmas Eve service,
which is a Monday, which is sure to be a
busy day.

We chose to travel on the 12.30pm service
from Cranmore, the second departure of
the day.

The train stopped at Cranmore West — where
you can alight for the rolling stock - passed
Bronze Age barrows on the right, then
stopped at Merryfield Lane, before arriving



at the end of the line at Mendip Vale, where
our locomotive, Standard Class 2MT 2-6-0
No. 46447 ran around, so that it could return
to Cranmore tender-first. This was apt and
redolent of the 1950s when these engines
replaced the GWR stock on the line. Mendip
Vale became the end of the line in 1985.

Later, I also caught the 3.30pm train, with
the intention of alighting at Merryfield Lane,
which had become the end of the line in April
1980, prior to the opening of the extension
to Mendip Vale. The compassionate guard
checked that I was ‘up for this’ as this halt is
somewhat devoid of facilities and a passenger
alighting here is a rarity these days. There
is a shelter, but no bench and the short
platform looks across at a siding, occupied by
a collection of wagons. Sidings here were once
used for Doulting Quarry, while the bridge
visible towards Mendip Vale is a tramway
bridge, recalling the feeder line used for
transporting quarried stone to the railway.

I surmised that there was once pedestrian
egress at the halt’s western end, where there
was an overgrown path up a slope with fence
posts discernible among the nettles. I settled
for a quiet time on the platform with only
white butterflies and birds for company. I
had to wait longer than usual for my return
train as the 3.30pm is the cream tea service, so
dilly-dallies a bit more. Cream teas and Sunday
lunches are sold out months ahead, which

ENGINEERING EXTRA

Commercial rolling stock overhauls

CRANMORE Traincare & Maintenance Service (CTMS) is a
commercial carriage restoration team, based at Cranmore
in the 1988 carriage shed. CTMS was established in
July 1995 as a trading division of the Cranmore Railway
Company Ltd, which is a commercial arm of the ESR (which
itself is a registered charity) and today employs four or five
people full-time.

The expertise of the CTMS is available to both heritage
railways and mainline charter operators, but the ESR’s

own carriages are maintained by the volunteers. CTMS
carries out quality carriage overhauls and has customers
across the UK. Its specialisation is body overhauls of Mk1
and Mk2 coaches, with work also being done on Mk3
coaches, wagons and locos, both steam and diesel.

Profits are transferred to the ESR for the preservation
of rail heritage. By 2015, CTMS had been responsible for
the overhaul or repainting of more than 100 vehicles in its
20-plus years of operation.

An unusual carriage is S1000, built by BR at Eastleigh in 1962 on the §
underframe of a coach which was wrecked at the infamous Lewisham §
: crash in 1957. The body is an experimental GRP construction.

= Itis seen here outside the CTMS premi
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shows that visitors to the railway want more
than just a steam ride these days.

Motive power

There are two principal steam engines: GWR
56XX 0-6-2T No. 5637, built in 1924 for service
in the South Wales coalfields — and Ivatt 2MT
2-6-0 No. 46447. The tender locomotive was
built at Crewe in 1950, spending its working
life in a somewhat nomadic fashion, being
allocated to Crewe North, Workington,

Wigan Springs Branch, Llandudno Junction,
Nuneaton and Derby.

Purchased from Woodham’s Barry scrapyard
by the Ivatt Locomotive Trust, No. 46447
moved to the Buckinghamshire Railway
Centre in 1972. Joining fellow ILT stablemates
Nos. 41313 and 41298 at the Isle of Wight
Steam Railway (IoWSR) in 2008, it was
displayed at Haven Street, pending restoration.
Four years later, in a deal that also saw the
IoWSR acquire London, Brighton & South
Coast Railway E1 0-6-0T No.110 from an
ESR-based private owner, No. 46447 was to be
moved to Cranmore, with an agreement that
it would be restored to running order. Now
on long-term loan, the locomotive has been a
regular performer on the ESR since it returned
to action in October 2014.

A smaller steam locomotive is 1920-built
Andrew Barclay 0-4-0ST, No. 1719, Lady Nan,
which returned to action in 2017.

The line’s five diesels comprise the collection
in the care of the Sentinel Diesel Preservation
Group. These include 0-6-0 Port of Bristol
Authority No. 39; 0-4-0CD (chain drive)

No. 10199 Cattewater; 0-4-0 PBA No. 42 Eric;
0-4-0 No. DH16; and Joan, an 0-4-0 side rod.

Carriages & wagons

The ESR is home to the familiar mix of
carriages and wagons associated with a
heritage line, including numerous BR Mk 1
coaches, and 25 assorted wagons, mostly of
LMS and SR origin.

An unusual carriage is S1000, built by BR at
Eastleigh in 1962 on the underframe of a coach
which was wrecked at the infamous Lewisham
crash in 1957. The body is an experimental
GRP (Glass-Reinforced Plastic) construction
and the only one of its type in the country. It is
anon-corridor compartment coach and gives
visitors a taste of busy suburban travel in the
1950s and ’60s.

There’s also one of the three oldest
breakdown cranes to survive in the UK
(Ransomes & Rapier Ltd, of Ipswich, 1908).
GWR No. 2 Breakdown Crane spent its entire
working life at Swindon Works (1908-75)
and attended notable accidents on the GWR
including that at Norton Fitzwarren (1940). It
arrived at Cranmore in 1995.

Progress & expansion
In March, it was announced the ESR had been
awarded £46,500 from the Heritage Lottery
Fund (HLF) to reinstate the demolished
former down platform and its characterful
waiting room. The latter will be developed
as an education and interpretation centre
showing the history of the railway and
its effect on local businesses, people and
industry, especially the quarrying sector.
This in turn will enable visitors and school
parties to better understand the importance
of the railways in the historical development
of the local economy in East Somerset. It
is hoped that the education centre will be
opened at the end of the year.
Dick Masters, the ESR chairman, took up
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The charming GWR Cranmore signal box, which is at
one end of the new platform that’s being built.

the story: “We’re currently constructing a
second platform at Cranmore, the original
having been removed by British Railways in
the 1960s. We're only building a short length
for now, so it will get longer in the future. The
foundations for the waiting room are in place.

“Although the platform is to be built in
stages — and the matter of passenger access
will only be addressed in the final stage - we
are fortunate enough to have received HLF
funding, which is a great help.

“While it’s early days with the new
platform, just the fact that work is underway
is generating a great deal of interest and
bringing in extra visitors. People want to
see the progress we’re making. Passenger
numbers are up dramatically actually: 25%
over a two-year period (2015 to 2017).”

Plans to extend the line towards Shepton
Mallet, with a station at Cannards Grave,
were announced as long ago as 2007. It’s a step
which would take the railway to somewhere,
whereas the current end of the line, Mendip
Vale, has no road access, and is therefore
merely for running around the loco to prepare
for the journey back to Cranmore. However,
any extension plans are problematical, as Dick
explained: “Although we are interested in any
possibilities, this remains on the back burner as
it does not have the support of the land owner -
plus the costs of running a longer line outweigh
the potential increase in income, so there is
no realistic prospect of this happening for the
foreseeable future.”

Restorations & overhauls

The ESR has built a reputation as a place for

restorations and overhauls at Cranmore West.
Currently in the works is GWR 5205

class 2-8-0 No. 5239 Goliath, which arrived

| FONDLY remember my dear wife once arranging a
surprise footplate experience for me (not on the ESR).

I spent a portion of my birthday performing fireman
duties, shovelling coal 10 to the dozen as we laboured
up a gradient. It seemed an ‘interesting’ way to spend
one’s irthday. Now, you can follow in my footsteps

on the East Somerset Railway, for it has its ‘Footplate
Experience’ and ‘Steam Experience’. One notable to have
enjoyed the Footplate Experience is Michael Eavis (think
Glastonbury). There's also a ‘Driver Taster Session’ — and
yes, | did get my go at driving too. For those who'd
rather not get grubby, there’s the sparkling afternoon
tea service in the Mendip Belle dining carriages and also
cream teas and Sunday lunch.

from the Dartmouth Steam Railway for an
overhaul, which began in October 2017.

Karl Collier, one of the team of volunteers
working on the project, explained: “The
restoration probably has around another year
to run, but it is going well. It will be returning
to Dartmouth upon completion.”

The ESR is also one of the few heritage
railways where it is possible to visit the
depot (engine shed and workshop) with ease.
We stood in the workshop overlooking the
component parts of Goliath, including the
boiler. I could only admire the skill of those
who can take a beast like this apart, overhaul
it and then put it all back together again.

On a lighter note, Karl told me that his
nickname is ‘Magnet’ as he has an uncanny
ability to attract coal dust. When I spoke to
him, he resembled a man who’d just emerged
from a shift underground - Mr Collier is
well-named. He’d ‘merely’ been cleaning out
the points in the yard. All members of the
team working in the shed and workshop are
volunteers, incidentally. The skilled team will
rise to any challenge - it was responsible for
the new engine shed roof, finished in 2007,
for example.

The railway is fortunate to boast a two-road
diesel shed, built in 2014 for the maintenance
of the Sentinel Diesel Preservation Group.

Having thoroughly explored the shed,
workshop and yard, I headed over to
Cranmore West station, which can be
accessed via a passenger operated crossing.
There’s a gate either side of the running track,
leading into the platform. Both must be closed
for the signal to allow the train to approach.
Cranmore West was originally called Ilton
Halt, the platform having been rescued from
the closed Taunton-Chard line. GI3
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° North Bay Engineering

Builders of Narrow Gauge Bespoke Locomotives,
Traction Engines, Steam Plant and Boilers.

We can manufacture from a nut to the full locomotive and all welded boilers up to 1.5 metres diameter.
Restorations also undertaken.
Let NBR Engineering deliver you dream project

Contact David Humphreys 07831381333 or email david@nbr.org.uk
www.nbres.co.uk

NES SPRINGST

Jones Springs have been supplying UK heritage rail operators With a general engineering shop based locally

for over 50 years giving us a reputation for being reliable and in the Midlands we can offer a range of services
trustworthy as well as allowing us to develop a range of skills such as the manufacturing and repair of springs,
and techniques which we have been able to apply to our work our facilities also allow us to carry out load tests to
in the manufacturing of springs. make sure that your products are fit for purpose

and use. We can also provide full certification for
All our work on railways and locomotives is produced to British any test we carry out for you at our site.
Rail standard 166 and British Rail standard 148a ensuring that
all products we manufacture are created and tested to the For assistance please call us on: 0121 568 7575
levels of quality and precision required by British Rail. Email: sales@jones-springs.co.uk

JONES SPRINGS (ENGINEERING) LTD.

Gladstone Street, Darlaston West Midlands WS10 8BE

T:0121 568 7575 F:0121568 7692 E: sales@jones-springs.co.uk
wWww.jones-springs.co.uk

Reg. in England - Company No. 00520744

Heritagerailway.co.uk 73



=  irde " N
Car Y =y «  Er .
ey Y > .
NEW-BUILD FOCUS o, N Ui
. SR N - ’

NORTHBAY'S [t

: 4 - 4 we
t . N / LR \ :‘\ v
- R ! ’ ) ’ > v y
: 4 ) . o - 4 < ' .‘;- ——
f e " n’ " " L X : J S e e
-~ ! " L

Mark Smithers welcomes a distinctive \ 1
addition to the ranks of Britain’s E 1,
narrow gauge new-build steam
locomotives — and also learns about
the latest developments at North Bay
Engineering Services.

ey

|
n issue 230 of Heritage Railway in 2017, I referred to work ) l
Ithen in progress at the workshops of North Bay Railway 4,
Engineering Services Ltd (NBES) on a 2ft gauge replica VS
Decauville “Type 1’ 0-4-0T. At this time, the company’s .
workshops were located at two premises in Scarborough. The  —

smaller of the buildings - located close to the town’s North Bay
Railway - served as a machine shop, whilst the larger - located
in an adjacent village — fulfilled the function of an erecting shop.
No doubt, the history of NBES will be familiar to many readers,
especially those whose main interest is the narrow gauge sphere, il f 3
but for those unfamiliar with the company it will be helpful to f B ‘

give a brief outline here. ; k" ’

'S EEY LR

Origin F
The decision to set up the company, a subsidiary of

Scarborough’s North Bay Railway, was taken in the spring of
2014 in connection with the Heritage Skills Initiative, then
running in the North East and Yorkshire. Two apprentices
were initially trained and then taken on by the company during
2014/5, whilst engineer Mark Ashton joined in October 2014.
During more recent times the limitations of the Scarborough
area as a location for the company’s activities became apparent
and a move was made to Darlington.

The rationale for this measure was explained by David
Humphreys: “Mark and Steve Watson, another NBES
employee, live in Middlesbrough - 50 miles from Scarborough
and were travelling daily. We could not get staff and parts
for manufacturing and remaking things were coming from
Teesside. Darlington is the centre of the new-build and
restoration scene, with the A1 and G5 at Shildon as new-build,
along with Darlington Railway Preservation Society and the
North Eastern Locomotive Preservation Group. At Stockton,
nine miles away is Northern Boiler, with whom we work
closely. Darlington is a convenient site as it is only 15 miles
from Middlesbrough.”

As has previously been detailed in Heritage Railway 215,
the first full-size narrow gauge locomotive built by NBES
was the 20-inch gauge Bagnall Sipat-pattern 0-4-0ST
Georgina completed for the North Bay Railway in 2016.
Although construction commenced on another Sipat-pattern
locomotive, this time of 2ft gauge, work on this locomotive has
currently stalled. - .

N > . . . gt < B g

Whilst Georgina’s completion was a major achievement st gt "t‘h‘: Vo ‘
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in itself, it is self-evident to most readers that in order for —t
any enterprise in the field of new-build steam locomotive

construction to appeal to more than a very narrow customer

base, the ‘jump’ in design sophistication from the cylindrical

firebox to a true locomotive-pattern boiler must be made. The

natural progression from Georgina’s basic specification to a

locomotive of similar size, but with such a boiler, coupled with

the need to choose a relatively distinctive design - at least on the

domestic scene - led to the choice of the 3.5 tonne Decauville
“Type 1’ as the next major NBES project.



il normally accessible to the public.
§l In the cab are Beamish Museum’s
Sl Paul Jarman and Gemma Reed. i
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Evolution of the design

The evolution of the Decauville “Type 1’ goes
back to the late 1870s when Paul Decauville had
laid out his well known portable railway system
in three specified gauges: 400mm, 500mm

and 600mm. Track of the former gauge was
used to move exhibits at the Paris Exhibition
of 1878. It appears that the first locomotive
produced to run on such a system — Lilliput —
was built shortly afterwards to 500mm gauge
as John Fowler & Co (who adopted and then
adapted the Decauville system) built the earlier
of its first two ‘portable railway’ locomotives,
Hercules, to this gauge around the same time.

The one known photograph to have been
taken of Lilliput shows it to have been a
Belgian Couillet product — Decauville initially
outsourced its locomotive production - with
its characteristic pattern of round-bottomed
water tanks and ornate chimney. Inside
mainframes were fitted, along with outside
valve chests and motion, but details of the
motion are sketchy.

The surviving engravings taken from the
photograph suggest that the valve spindles
acted in a parallel direction to the pistons,
implying the use of Walschaerts’ motion
which would have been a relatively early
use of this arrangement. Nonetheless it
should be observed that another of the
Belgian manufacturers, Tubize, was the first
adopter of this motion for locomotive use
in 1873. The reason why this is significant
is that four early Couillet 0-4-0Ts of similar
pattern — dating from 1880-2 and fitted with
Walschaerts’ motion - survive in Spain. These
are constructed to a ‘compromise’ gauge of
550mm (presumably to gain a little extra
width for the firebox) and are of considerable
historic interest in the narrow gauge story.

The limitations imposed on the firebox
width by the use of inside frames eventually
proved intolerable and a change was made to
outside frames in the early 1880s. This was
reflected in the fact that whilst an engraving
derived from the original Lilliput photograph
in La Nature for 1880-1 shows the original
inside frames, a ‘doctored engraving in an
1890 Decauville catalogue taken from the
same photograph shows outside frames.

The classic early ‘3.25 tonne’ Decauville
0-4-0T is therefore represented in domestic
preservation by 600mm gauge Chuquitanta,
which has a similar pattern of styling above
mainframe level as the Spanish survivors, but
is fitted with outside frames and a canopy.

This locomotive was sold new in 1885 to
the Rodriguez Sugar plantation in Peru as
Decauville No. 36, but is in reality Couillet
No. 810.

Study of surviving locomotives in New
Caledonia suggests that Decauville appears
to have ‘cut the cord” with the Couillet

Left: A view of
the backhead
taken from the
left-hand side.
The handbrake
column can be
seen on theleft,
and reversing
leveris to the
right. As an aid
to comfort for
the driver, Edgar
haswooden
flooring on the
cab footplate.
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A leading right-hand view of the chassis. The reach rod from the reverser is located on this side of the
locomotive, along with the mechanical lubricator.

This is a view of the
leading left-hand
portion of Edgar’s
chassis showing the
Walschaerts’ valve gear
(with trailing drop-link
to theradiusrod);
pipework for the steam
operated cylinder
drain cocks; and
dummy displacement
lubricator for the
cylinder.

“We can build/restore locomotives up to the small standard gauge size.
Whilst working for a previous company, Mark built the NER replica G5
boiler along with the frames. More realistically, a large narrow gauge
locomotive could be built here, up to six metres long. New boilers can
be made up to a metre in diameter too.”

lineage to create the true “Type I’ (3.5
tonne) in 1898. By this stage, production
had moved in-house. Gone were the round
bottomed tanks - replaced by a simple
box-like configuration, the ornate chimney
and the original steam chest arrangement.
Apart from slight lengthening of the
mainframes at each end - as represented
by Bathala, the class had thus assumed its
classic mature form, although one ‘retro’
specimen of Couillet pattern, Works

No. 1785 of 1906, survives in Uruguay.
Today examples survive in Angola, South
Africa, Peru, New Caledonia and France.

Edgar’s construction
The construction of Edgar however, creates a
locomotive which is unique to the domestic
narrow gauge scene and is therefore very
much a worthwhile exercise. Since January
2017, when most of the illustrations for my last
report in HR230 were taken, work on Edgar
proceeded steadily, with the boiler, cylinders

Edgarhasa
facsimile of the
classic Decauville
works plate.

Edgar is fitted with a Foster
mechanical lubricator.

and tanks being fitted by the early part of 2018.

On May 30, 2018, I was able to pay a visit
to NBES’ Darlington premises where a
compressed air test was carried out in the
presence of the locomotive’s purchaser,
bookshop owner John Sutton. This was
accomplished by means of connecting the air
supply to the left-hand injector steam feed take-
off on the steam manifold. This test having
proved successful, the next stages were boiler
inspector’s visit and running tests in steam.

In order to undertake these, it was decided to
move the locomotive temporarily to Beamish
Museum’s 2ft gauge line, where the necessary
tests were completed during the final week of
June. Following their completion, Edgar received
a public ‘mini-launch’ on Sunday, July 1, posing
for photographs with Beamish-built geared
locomotive Samson, before an afternoon spell on
the more rural section of the Beamish line.

Following its spell at Beamish, Edgar moved
on to what is intended to be its permanent base
at Apedale in time for the 2018 “Tracks to the

Trenches’ event (HR244). It is hoped that at
some stage it may meet up with Chuquitanta
in order to illustrate the lineage of

its design.

North Bay’s next step
With Edgar completed, thoughts
now turn to other suitable projects
for the company. One question that
immediately sprung to mind was how
much of the company’s production is
in the railway sphere and how much
is taken up with other work. David
explained: “80% is railway. The rest is
traction engine and new-build boilers and
steam plant for boats.”
Asked what he felt the limitations of the



Edgaris now owned by bookshop proprietor John Sutton who poses proudly with his new acquisition in the
workshop at Darlington.

company’s production capacity were, David
replied: “Currently, we can build/restore
locomotives up to the small standard gauge
size. Whilst working for a previous company,
Mark built the NER replica G5 boiler along
with the frames. More realistically, a large
narrow gauge locomotive could be built here,
up to six metres long. New boilers can be
made up to a metre in diameter too.”

The successful sale of Edgar contrasts with
the lack of early success in finding a customer
for the unfinished ‘Bullhead’ Bagnall Wendy
and this highlights an important problem in
relation to the production of narrow gauge
new-builds in recent years. Whilst it can
only be hoped that Wendy might ultimately
find accommodation in one of its natural
homes, namely the Groudle Glen Railway,
the Amerton Railway or Amberley Chalk Pits
Museum, it may be observed that there has
been an apparent policy of ‘stick with what we
know’ in this field.

Put quite simply, whatever the individual
merits of the designs, the preservation world
does not need more Ffestiniog Fairlies; Kerr
Stuart ‘New Type Wrens’ or ‘Brazils’ of
either type; post-1879 Quarry Hunslets or
‘Bullhead Bagnalls’ of any description — with
the possible exception of the proposed inside
cylinder design for the Great Laxey Railway.

When asked about what he would consider
to be his favourite replica, David appears to
concede this point: “The real personal interest
is a replica of Quarry Hunslet Britomart for
myself to be called Gethin, after my dad.
However, I cannot disagree with you that
another Quarry Hunslet would not command
the interest such as a Cranmore class Peckett or
a Black Hawthorn 4% inch’ 0-4-0ST of the type
later adapted by Hawthorn Leslie as Little Nut.”

The next project to be undertaken is a
narrow gauge steam locomotive significantly
larger than Edgar — namely completion of the
replica 3ft gauge Sharp Stewart 2-4-0T Blyth
for the Southwold Railway Trust.

As regards future desirable replicas that
could be built by NBES, one can look no
further than some of the sentiments that were
being expressed by some patrons of the recent
‘Hunslet 125 event on the Ffestiniog and Welsh
Highland Railways, when the 12%in gauge
Fairbourne locomotive Beddgelert was taken to
its namesake station on a flat wagon in a mixed
train hauled by replica Lynton & Barnstaple
Railway Manning Wardle 2-6-2T Lyd.

Opinions were expressed in favour of
replicating Hunslet 0-6-4ST Beddgelert in full-
size form and this would clearly be justified in
preference to the recently launched project to
construct a new-build version of Hunslet 0-6-4T
Gowrie. Whereas the latter was a flawed design
oflittle historical significance, save for the fact
that it was the last full-size domestically built
‘Fairlie’ of the pre-Preservation era, Beddgelert
represents the point at which the ‘Leeds
mainstream’ line of narrow gauge locomotive
evolution broke away from the limitations of the
simple four-coupled and Fell/Quasi Fell long
wheelbase six-coupled chassis arrangement.

In short, Beddgelert made locomotives such
as Russell and Lyd possible. Subject to the
necessary support from a preservation body
and the public, a new-build Beddgelert would
make an ideal future project for NBES.

A question it seemed pertinent to put to David
was whether the company was prepared to
engage in any export work. He replied: “Yes — we
have a boiler awaiting funding from Sweden to
build. We have also had narrow gauge enquiries
from Germany, France and Australia.”

Inside the smokebox, the tube arrangement can
be seen, along with the steam pipes and header
(with lubricator feed pipe) and blastpipe. The basic
U-shaped configuration of the blower pipe is also
very much in evidence.

Theleft hand injector, a No. 5 Buffalo - note its
position, mounted on top of the tank. Also note

the top-feed for the delivery pipe into the barrel
behind the dome and the waste pipe returning water
directly to the tank. The rear section of the blower
pipe and its associated manifold connection are also
visible in this view.

Thisis a close-up of the steam manifold showing the
feed to the pressure gauge (bottom); the blower pipe
(centre left foreground); and behind, the steam feed to
the drain cock mechanism. The disconnected take-off
is the steam feed to the injector, temporarily in use as
the compressed air intake for testing purposes.

Visible here are the leading portion of the blower
pipe, the upper surface of the left-hand side tank,
part of the dome and the sandbox. Note theriveting
and the tankfiller.
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VOLUNTEERS

The Llanelli & Mynydd Mawr Railway
is a new standard gauge heritage railway located near
Llanelli, South Wales which opened to the public in 2017.
2019 sees the opening of a new line extension.

As an up and coming railway we seek new members and volunteers in
all roles to take us forward, including:

- Operational staff (Current or Trainee Drivers, Guards, Shunters, Crossing Keepers)
- Administrative staff (Booking office assistants, secretarial roles)
- Event day preparation volunteers & stewards, buffet car staff
- Site maintenance staff (Site improvements/upkeep, train and track repairs)
Skilled/Interested in restoration?
Come help restore our 1958 built Class 122 DMU no. 55019 to operational status!
Urgently needed for the public to enjoy by 2020
Get in touch with us :

GZanOl Stecm NOVIQOtlon Web: www.llanellirailway.co.uk Email: llanellirailway@gmail.com Call: 01554 759255

locomotive restoration society

We need your help to restore 35011 to her
pre-rebuild condition with the air
smoothed casing and the Bulleid chain
operated valve gear.

MERCHANT X [NAVY CLASS)

Neyv volunteers a i
£ e have roles aval able ac ks

You can help by joining our society for just £10 a year
You will receive our members magazine 'The Packet' 3 times a year
with progress reports on GSN and be able to purchase shares in the
GSN company to fund the restoration

Help us keep Swmdon s Ra|IWay
Hentage allve

www.35011gsn.co.uk :
Come & see us in our annlversary year.
Trains run regularly from March to December.

Details at www.swindon-cricklade-railway.org

Access 120 years’ worth of history from the nation’s

RAILWAY | 120 1300 110.000

Magazlne years i issues i pages
* FULLY SEARCHABLE CONTENTS
D I G ITA L A R B H I V E * KEEP SCRAPBOOKS OF YOUR FAVOURITE ARTICLES
* BONUS PREVIOUSLY UNPUBLISHED CONTENT
* MULTI-PLATFORM ACCESS

- Activate your aceess
today from as litde as £6
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Get your hands dirty!

By Gareth Evans

VOLUNTEERS are the lifeblood of our
heritage railways. Without an army of
supporters, the railways and museums we
all enjoy visiting and travelling on would be
forced to close.

As in the world of paid work, organisations
of different sizes offer a range of
opportunities. However, what they can all
provide is hours of enjoyment, the chance
to make new friends and to gain skills and
experiences, which may prove valuable in

furthering your career. To help maintain our
health and well-being, we all need to be
able to switch off from our daily trudge —
volunteering on a heritage line allows that to
be done with constructive, satisfying results.
I have been a railway volunteer since
the tender age of seven.The wealth of
experiences |'ve gained have helped shape
me as a person —and assisted in me now
beingin a job | love at Heritage Railway.
Outside work, I've recently started learning
to drive diesels at Cambrian Heritage
Railways — more in a future issue perhaps.

VOLUNTEERS

Friendships
are akey
part of
volunteering
on aheritage
line. David
Morris and
Phil Bradley
are members
of the team
at Cambrian
Heritage
Railways in
Shropshire.
GARETH
EVANS

Tea/Coffee

We are recruiting volunteers to assist with the maintenance
of the railway line. Skills or experience are not required as
full training will be given. To find out more please contact
volunteering@telfordsteamrailway.co.uk

*(Free Tea & Coffee Provided to all working volunteers!)

Sittingbourne's
Steam Railway
Work Weekends

Autumn Work Weekends will be held on
the following dates:

13/14 & 27/28 October and 10/11 & 24/25 November
A Works Train will depart Sittingbourne Viaduct at 10am,
returning at around 4pm
Visit www.sklr.net for more information
Tools & training provided (and often lunch too!)

Santa Specials booking now!
VISIt www.skir.net for more mformatlon

Annual Membershlp £20 for adults (18+) £5 for juniors (14-17)
£39 for family (1 or 2 adults and any children aged 16)

www.skir.net info@sklr.net 01795 424899
www.facebook.com/SandKLR Twitter: @SandKLR
Sat. Nav. use: ME10 2XD Reg. Charity No. 1057079

MIDASUFFOLK LIGHT RAI WAY

Inside pur new Lottery-funded Restoratl

L R T}

= = e
.and everywhere else, we need more volunteers
To find out more about volunteering opportunities at
the Middy from platform and general staff to engineers,
email: volunteering@msir.org.uk or visit www.mslr.org.uk
Brockford Station, Wetheringsett, Suffolk, IP14 5PW. Tel: 01449 766899

THE FRIENDLY FOREST LINE

Join the team at the
Friendly Forest Line
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LOCOMOTIVE FOCUS

HELP MISSION TO STEAM

A
L s o)

Gareth Evans learns about Rocks by Rail-based Hawthorn
Leslie 0-4-0ST Singapore — a registered war memorial that
saw active duty in the Far East in the Second World War -
which the Rutland museum is hoping to return to steam if
an appeal for £35,000 is successful.

1943 - the Japanese Imperial Army

completed construction of a 250-mile
long metre gauge railway to link Thailand
with Burma in support of its advancing
troops. The railway ran through thick,
inhospitable jungle and was built in a little
over a year by 60,000 Allied prisoners of war
captured in the fall of Singapore and over
200,000 Asian workers.

More than 150 million cubic feet of
earth was moved by hand to construct
embankments and cuttings and over nine
miles of bridges were built - including the
infamous Bridge on the River Kwai, which
was the subject of the 1957 epic feature film of
the same name.

To commemorate the 75th anniversary of
the completion of the railway and in memory
of those who suffered greatly but survived
and those who lost their lives, Rocks by Rail
(RBR) museum near Cottesmore in Rutland
is to place its FEPOW (Far East Prisoners of
War) memorial steam locomotive Singapore
on external display during the last open
day for this year at the museum on Sunday,
October 14.

RBR, the living ironstone museum, is
appealing for £35,000 to return to action its
saddle tank steam locomotive, which has been
a registered war memorial for the Far Eastern
Prisoners of War since 1998.

Currently displayed in the museum’s
exhibition shed, the aim is to steam Hawthorn
Leslie 0-4-0ST Singapore by the end of 2020.

SEVENTY—five years ago — October 17,

Operational history

In the early 1930s, to counter growing
tensions in the Far East with Japan, the UK
government embarked on a major expansion
of the naval dockyard in Singapore to become
what was termed ‘a Gibraltar of the East’. As
part of the expansion, a dockside railway was

“One veteran has recounted a story that despite their captivity,
opportunities were taken to sabotage or delay work. A small group of
prisoners were badly beaten up one day by the Japanese guards after
being caught removing dog spikes (steel fixings which secure the rails
to gauge) from the dockside track in an effort to derail the locomotive.”
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built and in 1935, the Navy ordered a small
steam shunting locomotive of the ‘Munition’
class from Newcastle-upon-Tyne-based
Hawthorn Leslie.

Completed in 1936 as Works No. 3865,
lettered No.1 Yard No. 102, the 0-4-0ST
was dispatched as deck cargo to Singapore,
an island lying off the Malayan coast in a
strategic location to monitor and control sea
traffic in the region.

No.1 shunted wagonloads of supplies
between the ships and naval base storage
facilities and engineering workshops. The
system’s track mileage totalled 13 miles.

Locomotives, wagons and cranes were used
in the same way that today forklift trucks
would be used to move equipment around.

Tensions rose further in the autumn of 1941,
culminating in December with the almost
simultaneous Japanese surprise attack on
Pearl Harbour and invasion of the Malayan
coast. The defence plan for Singapore and
its naval base relied on the availability of a
modern air force and significant naval forces.
However, the Japanese quickly established
air supremacy, while the early loss of the
battleships Prince of Wales and Repulse to
Japanese air attack, left Singapore dangerously
exposed. The large coastal defence guns
at Singapore island guarding the ocean
approaches proved of little use in trying to
repel the Japanese attack from the mainland.
Despite valiant efforts to stop the Japanese
on the mainland, British forces fell back
to the island fortress of Singapore. During
the regular air attacks on the dockyard, the
locomotive sustained bullet and shrapnel
damage, which can still be seen to this day
(see separate section).

The situation deteriorated following a
Japanese assault on the island and on Sunday;,
February 15, 1942 the garrison commander
ordered a cessation of hostilities.

Singaporeis seeninallits gloryin
the open air at Rocks by Rail o
October 16, 2016. ALISTAIR GRIEVE §




LOCOMOTIVE FACT FILE

Name: Singapore

Manufacturer: Hawthorn Leslie

Works No.: 3865

Year of manufacture: 1936

Type: 0-4-0ST

Weight: 21 tons

Length: 19ft 6in

Cylinder diameter and stroke: 12 x 18in

Wheel diameter: 3ft

Water tank capacity: 500 gallons

Max working steam pressure: 160Ib/sq in

Fuel: Coal

Hauling capacity: 783 tons on the level

Special non-standard design feature:

Double ventilated metal and wood-skinned roof to cab
to try and keep the footplate cool in tropical climate.

Right: Singapore in steam on the dockside
at Chatham Naval Dockyard circa 1961.
The driver has just returned from the coal -
5 store and, judging by the amount on the -
locomotive, he wasn’t planning to return
= thereanytime soon. A SWAIN/RBR




A close-up of the locomotive’s nameplate and the plaques denoting its status as an official war memorial,
with orchids, the Far East flower of remembrance, as red poppies do not grow there. GARETH EVANS

VETERANS’ RECOLLECTIONS OF THE LOCOMOTIVE

ACCOUNTS from former prisoners confirm that Singapore
was put to work by the Japanese, often working alongside
parties of prisoners from a local camp.

One veteran has recounted a story that despite their
captivity, opportunities were taken to sabotage or delay
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locomotive along the dockside to save himself part of
the long march back to camp. This was expressly against
regulations and he was put in a military cell for a day.

In July 1953, the locomotive was loaded into the hold
of HMS Skua for the journey home, whic ook nearly six

Nearly 80,000 British and Australian
servicemen, in company with the dockyard
locomotive, became prisoners of war of the
Japanese. This was a military defeat of great
significance. Quick to take advantage of a
large new workforce, Allied prisoners were
put to work on menial jobs such as filling
potholes and sweeping the streets in order to
humiliate the once great colonial power.

In spring 1942, 60,000 prisoners were taken
to Siam to construct a 250-mile railway
through the jungle. Built in a little over one
year, the Japanese had little regard for the
welfare of the prisoners and worked them
at a ferocious pace. Tropical disease was rife
and with little medicine available, coupled
with poor diet and unrelenting hard labour
in all weathers, more than 12,000 Allied
prisoners of war and an estimated 100,000
native workers died. The railway project
become known as the ‘Death Railway’ and it
has been said that every railway sleeper laid
represented a life lost.

Following completion of the railway, the
prisoners were returned to Singapore where
many of them were housed in Changi Gaol in
dreadful conditions. Only the dropping of the
atomic bomb and the Japanese surrender was
to curtail their suffering.

While Allied prisoners returned home in
autumn 1945, the dockyard locomotive was
worked on in Singapore, before returning
to Britain in July 1953. Eventually, the ship
docked in Portsmouth in late December. The
locomotive was then taken to the Royal Navy
Dockyard at Chatham to resume its dockside
shunting duties.

A claim to fame is that the locomotive has
done more miles on a boat than on rails.

At Chatham, the loco received the name
Singapore in recognition of its service in the
Far East. The locomotive was used together
with others of the same design within the
extensive dockyard railway system to shunt
wagonloads of stores between the ships and
military storage buildings and engineering
workshops and to collect wagons from the
mainline railway at interchange sidings.

It was eventually retired from Royal Navy
service into preservation in 1972, with the
dieselisation of the dockyards. Part of the
Chatham site is today open to the public as
The Historic Dockyard Chatham, complete
with surviving standard gauge railway.

Battle scars

The locomotive did not escape unscathed
during the regular air attacks on the
dockyards. There are two areas of war damage
that are easily visible to this day.

On the underside of the driver’s side outside
cylinder casing, separate bullet entry and
exit holes can be seen. The bullet struck
the cylinder casing from above at an angle,
probably caused by an aircraft strafing the
docks. The round pierced the outer thin
metal casing and ricocheted off the main
cylinder casting, causing an exit hole through
the thin metal cover, bending it outwards
and backwards.

The second scar can be found about half
way along the length of the boiler barrel
underneath the saddle tank, where there is
a hole torn in the thin boiler cladding sheet
by shrapnel from a bomb, which had been
dropped and exploded nearby.

Neither of these events rendered the
locomotive unfit for use however, and it was
used by the Japanese during the occupation
on the dockside railway.



Singapore is seen while stored out of use at Chatham
in 1970. It was sold for preservation in 1972. RBR

On February 15, 2002, the 60th anniversary of the fall
of Singapore was marked with a special steaming of
the locomotive. The whistle was sounded at 6.10pm
-the moment the surrender document was signed.
By 8.30pm, all fighting had ceased and 80,000 Allied
servicemen became prisoners of the Japanese. RBR

Preservation

The locomotive was initially preserved at the
South Eastern Steam Centre in the old steam
sheds at Ashford, Kent. However, when that
scheme did not succeed, the locomotive was
purchased by two founder members of what
is RBR today. In October 1978, Singapore
became the first working steam locomotive
in the collection after it moved to the group’s
then home in Market Overton. It was
subsequently relocated the short distance

to its now established home at Cottesmore,
Rutland in 1980.

In January 1992, Singapore was displayed
at the Imperial War Museum, Duxford,
where it was steamed on a short length of
track to mark the 50th anniversary of the fall
of Singapore.

The following year, at a museum airshow
day in October 1993, the locomotive
was specially steamed to mark the 50th
anniversary of the completion of the
Burma-Siam railway in the presence
of a group of veterans of the infamous
project. Veterans recounted stories of their
experiences and even took up some track tools
to commemorate their year of hard labour
and suffering.

The locomotive returned to the museum
on August 20, 1995 making a slight detour to
take part in a V] FEPOW memorial service at
Bassingbourn Barracks.

Donations from visitors during the
locomotive’s 3% years of display at the
Imperial War Museum Duxford enabled RBR
to complete the purchase of Singapore from a
museum member.

Faced with the daunting cost of a major
overhaul in 1994, originally estimated at
approximately £50,000, the RBR prepared a
restoration scheme and submitted a bid for
Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) support in May
1995. The project’s aim was to restore the

RUTLAND RLWY MUS

APORE REBUILD

Vational Lotery g,

. ery through the
eritage Lottery Flfll':d
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The £66,000 project was completed in 1998. RBR

locomotive to working order as a working
memorial to the courage, comradeship and
sacrifice of former prisoners of war of the
Japanese. Using an amended version of the
veteran association’s own motto, the objective
was: “To keep going the spirit that kept

them going.”

In 1995, RBR therefore became the first
volunteer-run museum to receive HLF
support for the restoration of a steam
locomotive to working order. The £66,000
project was successfully completed in 1998.

Next overhaul

The project to overhaul Singapore suffered a
major setback in March this year when parts
were stolen during a burglary at RBR.

“During an audit, it was discovered that
3% eccentric straps and eccentric rods from
Singapore had been taken,” explained David
Atkinson, an RBR trustee.

“The eccentric straps and rods had earlier
been removed from the loco to undertake
repairs, following damage to a part of
one eccentric strap. The loss of these vital
components has put the potential future of
this historic exhibit as a working memorial
at serious risk. Trying to manufacture new
parts to replace those stolen items and carry
out other repairs to return it to operational
condition will prove very expensive for this
small volunteer-run museum.

“Volunteers are devastated and at a loss
to know why these particular items were
attractive to the thieves.”

Anybody with any information regarding
the whereabouts of the red-painted circular
metal eccentric straps with 4ft-long eccentric
rods attached and stamped with locomotive
number 3865 is asked to contact either David
Atkinson on 07717 946535, Leicestershire
Constabulary on 101 or Crimestoppers on
0800 555 111, quoting crime ref 18000118895.

Left: Battle scars: Bullet hole damage in the
cylinder cladding sheet. This photo shows both
entry and exit, it having hit the main cylinder
casting underneath a glancing blow. RBR

Right: A bomb shrapnel splinter hole in the
boiler barrel cladding sheet, which can be seen
on the locomotive to this day. RBR

abedf

In 1996, Singapore became the first steam locomotive overhaul to be supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund.

Asked about what the overhaul will involve,
David replied: “In terms of boiler repairs,
we anticipate a full boiler retube to include
steam collector pipes in the dome, which feed
the blower and brake valve, together with
the small internal pipes that take the steam
brake release and the blower to unions on the
front tubeplate.

“There may also be some work to the
firebox seam rivets and mudhole door
openings and attention to the blowdown
valve, as well as replacement of the fusible
plug. A new set of firebars and miscellaneous
piping will be required too - plus the
replacement of some small steam valves and
parts which were stolen.

“The scope of repairs will obviously need to
meet the requirements of our boiler insurance
inspector so there may be some additional
items to add following a detailed survey
after dismantling.

“Other work would encompass the
manufacture of stolen valve gear, checking
valve chests and valve setting, platework
repairs to the saddletank and a set of new
brakeshoes, followed by a fresh coat of paint.”

Appealing for support for the project,
David added: “Any assistance offered which
would lead to the recovery of the missing
items would be most welcome. Similarly,
if owners of other surviving 12in cylinder
‘Munition’ Class locomotives can assist with
drawings, measurements, photographs or
temporary loan of parts for pattern making/
copying, such support would also be broadly
welcomed. Please contact the museum by
email on curator@rocks-by-rail.org

Donations by way of cheques should be
made out to Rutland Railway Museum and
handed in at the museum or alternatively
sent to: RRM Treasurer, FEPOW Memorial
Locomotive Appeal, 4 Main Street, Stanford
on Soar, Nottinghamshire, LE12 5PY. GI3

=» The volunteer-run museum is open for public viewing on Tuesdays, Thursdays and most Sundays (11am - 4pm), with special open days as

advertised and admission charges apply. Visit www.rocks-by-rail.org or call 07974 171068.
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Thanks to everyone

STUART MODELS "

us at the Great
Dorset
Founpep 1898

Steam

AKHAIM
TREASWURES

For the MODEL ENGINEER
SETS OF CASTINGS

We offer Sets of Castings suitable
for both those starting out in model

engineering as well as those looking |§
for a new and challenging project.

Historic Stores « Farm Museum - Acorns Café

VISIT A TRULY
HISTORIC
EXPERIENCE!

Where the past comes to life
Step back in time with a fun-packed trip to
Oakham Treasures.

Whether you’re 8 or 80, you'll be fascinated by this
unique collection of memorabilia from days gone by.

PRE-MACHINED KITS

Many of our engines are
as Pre-Machined Kits allowing you
to finish the model with a set of
spanners and simple hand tools.

There really is something for everyone, from the
thousands of items in the Historic Stores, to the
impressive display of historic tractors and farm
equipment.

Discover fully stocked and equipped stores from the
past, transported into the present day.

Marvel at the countless original items on display —
not just the packaging but the contents too, still fully

READY TO RUN MODELS

intact.

Immerse yourself in a fabulous and unique trip

down memory lane.

And if you've worked up an appetite by the end, you

can visit our fabulous Acorns Café.

Oakham Farm

Portbury Lane, Portbury, Bristol BS20 7SP

Tel: 01275 375 236

For more information visit
www.oakhamtreasures.co.uk

Open Tuesday to Saturday 10am - 5pm.

ol fast

@

Just off the M5 at Portbury, Bristol.

BOOKWORLD

www.hookworltlws.

National
Railway
Museum Desk
Diary 2019

Celebrate the

golden age

of the British

railway with this

illustrated desk diary featuring the
stylish, iconic travel posters of the
1920s to 1960s. This week-to-view
diary with a ribbon marker features
a selection of the popular vintage
travel posters used by the railway
companies of the past to promote
travel to all corners of the British
Isles and abroad. £13.99

Stanier
Black Five
Locomotives

This informative
book includes
numerous
images of the
class at work, many of which

are published for the first time.

A total of 18 Stanier ‘Black

Five’ locomotives survived into
preservation, with the majority

of those having been returned to
steam. Hardback,282 pages, very
well lllustrated. £40.00

STANIER

BLACK FIVE LD

Email: info
co.uk

National
Railway
Museum Pocket
Diary 2019

Celebrate the

golden age

of the British

railway with this

illustrated pocket diary featuring
the stylish, iconic travel posters of
the 1920s to 1960s. This week-to-
view diary with a ribbon marker
features a selection of the popular
vintage travel posters used by the
railway companies of the past to
promote travel to all corners of the
British Isles and abroad. £7.99

ABC British
Railways
Locomotives
Winter 1962/63

This combined

volume covers all

the locomotives on

the books of British

Railways in the winter of 1962/3.
The balance of motive power on the
network was shifting irrevocably at
this time and though there were still
large numbers of steam locomotives
in service, diesel and electric traction
was making significant inroads on
their numbers. £13.50

HAITISH RAILWAYS| =)
LO VES

BOOKWORLD \www.hookworldws.co.uk

4
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Tel: +44 (0)1299 823330

Fax: +44 (0)1229 829970
ookworldws.co.uk
WWW. hnukwurldws co.uk

The perfect choice for anyone who
has an interest in steam. These

models are assembled, painted and
thoroughly tested in our workshop.

80 PAGE FULL COLOUR

Please send £6 for our eighty
page comprehensive full colour
catalogue which covers our entire

range of models and accessories.

StuArRT MODELS

GRrove WoRrks, WEesT Roap, BrRiDPoRT, DorseT, DT6 5JT

«TeL 01308 456859 « Fax 01308 458295 « www.stuartmodels.com «

Remembering
Steam.

With over
200 never-
before-seen
photographs,

paired with fond and often amusing
captions, this evocative book

takes a look back at those days
and years that led up to the end of
steam on Britain’s railways.

£25.00

Hereford
Locomotive
Shed

Hereford

Locomotive Shed is

the firstin a series |

of in-depth studies

to look closely at

the changing engine allocations and
operational responsibilities of motive
power depots during the latter days of
steam. In Herefords case this was a
varied mixture of main line passenger,
freight trip working, branch line
passenger, station pilot duties and yard
shunting. £25.00

HEREFORD

LOCOMOTIVE SHED

ABC British
Railways
Locomotives
combined
volume
Summer
1960.

In addition to the ‘Summer 1960
Combined Volume’, this reprint
also includes the ‘Summer 1960
Locoshed Book’. The Locoshed
books were also highly sought
after by enthusiasts.Hardback,360
pages,over 50 illustrations.

£13.50

LMS
Locomotive
Design and
Development

Tom Coleman = i
was an intensely EEESCETETT——
private and

modest man who never sought
recognition or commendation. His
need for privacy may be one reason
why his life has remained shrouded
in mystery for so long, but finally
his story has been slowly pieced
together from a wide variety of
sources. Hardback, 291 pages.
£40.00

s

LOCOMOTIVE DESIG
& DEVELOFME

Postage (UK) 1 Book £2.50 - 2 Books or more £4.75

Major credit cards accepted & cheques payable to: Bookworld Wholesale Ltd
Bookworld Wholesale Ltd. Unit 10 Hodfar Road. Sandy Lane
Industrial Estate. Stourport-On-Severn, Worcestershire DY13 9['.IB

British
Railways
Steam 1968.

This is an elegy

for a lost era

and a railway

network which

has changed

radically in the 50 years smce the
events it recalls. Hardback with
256 pages and over 150 photos.

£25.00

Britis
Railways

Steam

Barry, Railway |
and Port

The Barry story is
far more than the
location of a once-
famous scrapyard
which, by the end
of the 1960s, held
over 200 condemned locomotives. This
book covers the history of the railway
and docks at this fascinating town, from
the construction and opening of the Barry
Railway and Dock in 1888/9, through to
the demise of its principal traffic, coal,

in the early 1970s, and on to the present
day. Hardback, 200 pages £30.00

BARRY |

RAILWAY & PORT




% L Y Corporate members of

RAILS OF SHEFFIELD) railsofsheffield.com National
N

Railway
Museum
7

WANTED

CASH OR EXCHANGE

WE WANT ANYTHING MODEL RAILWAY RELATED,
ANY AGE, ANY GAUGE, FROM A SINGLE ITEM TO A
LIFETIME COLLECTION. DISTANCE NO OBJECT.
PLEASE TELEPHONE, OR EMAIL YOUR LISTS TO
SECONDHAND@RAILSOFSHEFFIELD.COM

BUY -SELL - EXCHANGE - ANY GAUGE - ANY AGE

RAILS OF SHEFFIELD VALUE YOUR SECOND HAND COLLECTION VERY HIGHLY

LOCOS - COACHES - WAGONS - TRACK-WORK - CONTROLLERS - ACCESSORIES
DIE-CAST - LORRIES - BUSES - PLANES - SOLDIERS - RAILWAYANA - AND MORE

FULL COLLECTIONS PURCHASED / UK & WORLDWIDE COLLECTION AVAILABLE

,,,,IQBM We urgently require collections of any size, FAMiLY
CUARANTE®® ) featuri ducts from the followi f . [
/P’;)’AC, SS eaturing products from the following manufacturers: p—

(vilrains) mﬁ’rklln FLEISCHMAHNE :Rivarossi _ - M ‘ ._ ELEKTRONIK GMH
leahuaf-w)mum (

) M_KAMIQ M . Eledl&&en [FALLER IIP"(O

Telephone our Second Hand team on: (0714) 255 1436 or email: secondhand@railsofsheffield.com

21-29 Chesterfield Road - Sheffield - South Yorkshire - S8 ORL - UK - Tel: (0114) 255 1436 - Fax: (0114) 255 5982

Email: info@railsofsheffield.com  Web: railsofsheffield.com @ railsofsheffield f railsofsheffield Y railssheffield railsofsheffield




INNOVATION

THE SUNSHINE TRAIN!

Following a visit to Australia Rodney Towers reports on a heritage railway project
which claims to have developed the world’s first solar-powered train, a classic DMU

with a zero fuel bill!

yron Bay in New South Wales is the most
easterly point in Australia, well known

for its wonderful surfing beaches, less
well known as the home of the director and
producer of the Crocodile Dundee movies, but
completely off the map with regard to any kind
of railway engineering.

That was until the Byron Bay Railroad
Company (BBRC) was formed to reopen a two-
mile section of main line track which had not
been used since 2004 following an NSW State
decision to suspend all rail services between
Casino and Murwillumbah.

The BBRC’s original plan was to operate a
DMU unit between Byron Bay town and North
Beach precinct which includes the Byron
Arts Estate, the Sunrise Beach residential
community and a modern resort complex.

A suitable DMU unit had been identified.
This was a two-coach train originally built at
Chullora Workshops in 1949 but withdrawn
from service in the mid-1990s.

This diesel unit had been purchased soon
after by the Lithgow State Mine Heritage
Park & Railway, but fully restored by Lithgow
Railway Workshop only in 2015. Since then the
train has been operating excursion trips in the
Lithgow City area of NSW.

During the approval procedures, Lithgow
Railway Workshop was invited to investigate
the idea of converting the train to solar power.
It concluded that this could be done, but it

would delay the opening of the BBRC project
for at least a year.

Project Outline

Lithgow Railway Workshop was tasked with
developing the basic design for the conversion
and various operational aspects of the project.

For the conversion work, it chose to partner
with Nickel Energy of Byron Bay for the supply
of all solar panels, chargers and associated
systems, and specialist electro motive force
engineers ELMOFO of Newcastle, NSW to
design and supply the new traction motors,
inverters, control system and batteries.

Overseeing the whole conversion was
Tim Elderton, director of Lithgow Railway
Workshop. Tim, who describes himself as a
‘steam and diesel man’ was previously a works
engineer with the State Rail Authority at its
Chullora Locomotive Workshops in NSW,
but more recently, he worked as a marine
engineer and consulting mechanical engineer
to RailCorp, prior to relocating to Lithgow six
years ago.

With the conversion underway, the BBRC
moved ahead to establish the infrastructure.
This work consisted of three primary items:
clearing, upgrading and reinstating the two
miles of disused track, the construction of two
new single platform stations at Byron Bay and
North Beach and building a new purpose-
designed shed at North Beach to safely house
and maintain the DMYU.

A special feature of the new shed was
the installation of a bank of solar
panels on the roof with a solar
generating capacity

of 30kw, enough to
power the solar train

for the planned five return trips a day.

All this work was completed to schedule and
ahead of the solar conversion of the train itself.

The principal features of the DMU
conversion may be summarised as follows:

M Removal of one diesel engine and redesign
of the space to house the two new traction
motors, reduction gearbox, the batteries
bank and inverters;

M Installation of flexible thin film solar panels
to the roof of both coaches in conjunction
with the fitting of solar controllers within
the coach interior structure for feeding solar
power from the coach roofs to the batteries
bank; and

M Modification of the driver controls at
both ends.

Critical factors influencing the overall time
to complete the conversion work was the time
needed to supply certain parts from overseas
sources in China, the United States and Italy.
Other points of note are that the solar panels
on the coach roofs are designed to generate
6.5kw, which, along with regenerative braking,
assists in extending the period between
recharging cycles, allowing for four return
trips before the battery level reaches 75% and a
30-minute recharge from the train shed solar
panels is required. There is a recharge point
inside the train shed and on the adjacent North
Beach platform. One of the DMU’s diesel
engines has been retained in situ in case the
solar system should fail in any way.

Commencementof
solar power train service
During commissioning trials carried out

by the Byron Bay Railway and Lithgow
Railway Workshop, the newly-converted solar
powered unit easily reached the
designed speed of 37mph,
although operating



The interior of the converted DMU.

speeds on the BBRC service would be
generally 25mph.

This slower operational speed is more
governed by the number of passengers on
board and the practical issue of how quickly
the ticket snapper can check all the tickets
in the short distance between the two
existing stations.

The solar train was delivered to BBRC
in its original heritage livery in early
November last year. Local trials were carried
out to prove up all operational systems and
what BBRC claim to be the world’s first
solar-powered train commenced commercial
service on December 16.

Solar power has been used to power coach
lights and ventilation fans to a limited extent
on the Indian railway system, but the BBRC
train is the first instance where the traction
motors and all other on board systems are
powered by solar energy alone.

As T happened to be visiting my brother in
Byron Bay at the time, I was able to make the
four-mile round trip during the first week
of operation.

Impressive features were the very quiet and
smooth acceleration without any gear change
noises typically associated with DMUs,
because with these infinitely variable
controlled electric traction motors,
there is no stepped diesel throttle
and transmission direct
drive transition.

Tim Elderton explained
further that with the
consumption of 220kw of
solar power, the traction

p———

A solar panel on a coach roof.

motors develop the same torque and same
300hp as the original diesel design on one
engine, which is ample power for running on
level track.

Future commercial
possibilities?

In Tim’s opinion, the principal economic
benefits are lower running costs arising
from the fact that all power generated comes
from a sustainable and free source, the cost
of fuel is nil and there are no diesel engine
maintenance costs.

In addition, Tim pointed out that the solar
panel installation on the new train shed roof
was already generating surplus power to the
operational requirements which was being
fed back into the state grid and so generating
additional revenue for the business. During
my visit, I was taken into the new train shed
where a meter showing 27kw being fed to the
grid was clear confirmation.

This solar power train has certainly
aroused interest in railway engineering
circles and the Byron Bay Railroad/Lithgow
Railway Workshop partnership has already
received enquiries with regard to other
railway projects, which has to be very

encouraging for the future.

: In my opinion, there have to
be other railway opportunities
for this new environmentally
positive technology.
In conclusion therefore
| it seems to be very
much a case of watch

RAILROAD
COMPANY LTD

| this space! GID

Above: Solar train
engineer Tim
Elderton with

the converted
heritage DMU.

Right: Solar
charging point
from solar roof
panelsinthe
DMU'’s shed.

Below: Engineer
Tim Elderton at
the controls of the
solar train.
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Stephen Crook, who was the Rail Camera Club secretary until his untimely passing in November 2011, took this fine shot on

August 6, 1962, which features unrebuilt Patriot 4-6-0 No. 45550 storming towards Shap Summit with a southbound empty
stock train. Many years before the Master Neverers Association’s legendary clandestine cleaning exploits, Stephen had
risen early to clean the locomotive but ran out of time as the dome is partially clean and the tender has not been started!
Thanks are due to John Cooper-Smith for digitally removing a tree that was in the original picture.

STEPHEN CROOK/THE ARMSTRONG TRUST

Heritage Railway readers are being invited to own a stunning new book
showcasing some of the finest lineside photography of the past four
decades — while helping an international charity which cares for homeless
children found living on and around stations and their platforms.

arely have two seemingly
R disparate hobbies -

railway enthusiasm and
photography - been for so long
inextricably linked.

Sadly, no photographs exist from
the dawn of the steam locomotive,
but there are plenty from mid-
Victorian times onwards, as
cameras with faster lenses and
shutters made photographing
trains more attractive and
indeed possible.

A landmark came with
the founding of the Railway
Photographic Society in 1922 by
acclaimed lineside photographer
Maurice Earley, who retained the
post of secretary until 1976!

The society retired with him,
but Carlisle-based photographer
Stephen Crook resurrected it
as the Rail Camera Club later
that same year, and the first
folio of images from the group
was circulated.

Back in those days, indeed until
fairly recent times, photography
was regarded as a hobby only for
the well-off. Most mere mortals
only had a snapshot camera and

maybe two or three rolls of black
and white film for holidays.

By contrast, digital rules the
roost today, and it is possible to
buy a cheap compact for around
£30 and download pictures
on to your computer free of
charge. For those who take their
hobby more seriously, picture
manipulation and adjustment
is carried out on a computer
screen, maybe with Photoshop
or alternative programmes that
come as freeware for the purpose
— as opposed to the traditional
red safety light-lit home loft
darkrooms of yesteryear with
their chemical baths.

Embracing digital
Yes, of course club members today
embrace digital photography,
but also produce ‘real’ prints for
fellow members to criticise, in
folio boxes containing their work
which are circulated around the
membership. The old skills are
still there!

In the autumn of 2016, club
secretary David Gibson suggested
that the 100th folio box, due by the

end of 2017, should be celebrated

- and the result was a landmark
exhibition of photographs at the
Locomotion museum in Shildon
earlier this year, part sponsored
by our sister title The Railway
Magazine. Not only did it include
images from all club members, but
several early ones from the NRM’s
own collection.

An accompanying hard-
backed 128-page book The
Photographic Artistry of Rail
Cameramen, produced by Silver
Link Publishing, showcases the
images selected to illustrate each
photographer’s work.

A donation of £5 will be
given to the Railway Children
charity for each book sold via
the reader’s offer opposite, and
includes a special bookplate
signed by the charity’s founder
David Maidment, book editor
John Hillier, publisher Peter
Townsend, The Railway Magazine
editor Chris Milner, Heritage
Railway editor Robin Jones and
the publisher of The Railway
Magazine and Heritage Railway,
Tim Hartley.

=> To order a copy - price £25 including free postage - call our customer services department

on 01507 529529 quoting TRM140 or visit www.classicmagazines.co.uk/trm140
This is a limited offer. The final day for orders is October 31. Early sales so far have already benefited the Railway Children charity by

several hundred pounds. These pages feature a selection of images from the book.

John Cooper-Smith was on hand
at Ribblehead in February 2014 as
darkness fell to record a unique
image of a southbound passage
of a special train hauled by Jubilee
4-6-0 No. 45699 Galatea.

JOHN COOPER-SMITH

John Cooper-Smith and John
Clemmens during the book signing at
the Locomotion museum in Shildon
on January 23 when 23 out of the 26
current Rail Camera Club members
were present.

Theinside of a steam shed was always
afascinating place for a photographer
and never more so than when smoke
and steam were swirling around on
aday when strong beams of sunlight
were penetrating the atmosphere.
Here Class 8 No. 48122 is seenin
perfect conditions at Croes Newydd on
March 27,1966. JOHN HILLIER
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Thefine latticework at Edinburgh’s Waverley station is seen at its best as rebuilt

it

Royal Scot 4-6-0 No. 46100 Royal Scot heads east around the city’s suburban lines

on August 29, 2016. JOHN CLEMMENS
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THE PHOTOGRAPHIC ARTISTRY OF

RaiL CAMERAMEN

Support the Railway Children
with this limited reader offer

HERITAGE RAILWAY magazine, in association with our sister title The
Railway Magazine and the Nostalgia Collection, is offering readers

copies of the new book The Photographic Artistry of Rail Cameramen
— featured here — for just £25, a saving of £5 on the published price.

Not only do you save, but for each

book sold a £5 donation will be made
to The Railway Children charity, an
international organisation working with
vulnerable street children in India, East
Africa and the UK.

In addition, each book will contain a
special bookplate signed by book editor
John Hillier, Railway Children charity
founder David Maidment, Nostalgia
Collection’s publisher Peter Townsend,
editor of The Railway Magazine
Chris Milner, Heritage Railway editor
Robin Jones and publisher of

The Railway Magazine and Heritage
Railway, Tim Hartley.

To order a copy call our customer
services department on 01507 529529
quoting TRM140 or visit
www.classicmagazines.co.uk/trm140

This is a limited offer. The final day for
orders is October 31.

children

Fighting for street children
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JUNCTIONRAILWAYANA

& COLLECTIBLES

Specialist supplier of all signalling instruments and items
« Supplier of lamps, cast iron signs, name and worksplates
« Full restoration service for all Railwayana items
« Complete collections of Railwayana items purchased
« Fast, prompt UK collection
Debit and credit card payments accepted Fox. (@2)

New Showroom 500+ items of Railwayana
Viewing by appointment only

Tel: 07794 399335 « joe@junctionrailwayana.com
www.junctionrailwayana.com
Sea View, 29 Beach Road, Severn Beach, Bristol BS35 4PF

FOR BARNS, STABLES,
OUTBUILDINGS, SHEDS
AND FENCING

THE SAFE ALTERNATIVE TO TAR VARNISH, BITUMEN AND CREOSOTE

90 Heritagerailway.co.uk

DIGITAL IMAGE SERVICE

for both prints and digital downloads

Please visit our site for lists and order details

www.transporttreasury.com

www.transporttreasury.co.uk
TEL 01494 708939

BEDEC

THE PAINT COMPANY

BEDEC ACRYLIC WATERBASED BARN PAINT
is a revolutionary product, ideally suited to the
workshops, protection of exterior wooden, metal and plastic
sheds, garages ) ;jadded buildings.
etc. Ulle can . Easy to app|y
does it all! o Excellent colour retention
e Multi-surface application
¢ Use on: wood, galvanised steel, plastic,
concrete, brick and cladding

Ideal for

For excellent resistance against:
e Cracking, blistering & flaking
* Rain and severe weather
¢ Rot and algal build-up
* Long lasting finish

ULTIMATE PROTECTION WITH THE ULTIMATE
SURFACE COATING SYSTEM!

Available nationwide through Travis Perkins,
Ridgeons, Brewer & Sons, Bromborough

Paints, Dulux Decorator Centres and Ernest
Doe & Sons Ltd.

Call 01279 876 657
Fax 01279 876 008
Email: sales@bedec.co.uk
www.bedec.co.uk




STUNNING LIMITED OFFER

FREE
/AN T

CLASSIC BINDER SET!

Normal price

KS22BLA KS22BLU KS22BRO KS22WIN KS22GRN

Black Blue Brown Wine Green £23~95

Album Size: 338mm H x 285mm W x 64mm D. Capacity: up to 70 clear Refill Pages per album

1 PACK (10 SLEEVES) FROM ONLY £4.95 /FREE
CHOOSE YOUR ARROWFILE CRYSTAL CLEAR POCKET REFILL SLEEVES FROM BELOW

Refills also available in White and Black plus Refill Caption Inserts, see website for details

ORDER ANY REFILL SHEETS FOR £25 OR MORE
& CLAIM A CLASSIC BINDER SET (WORTH
£23.95)

Please quote: HR1018 and add FREE items to your basket online
DON'T RISK YOUR PHOTOS ON DIGITAL STORAGE! ~

Holds Four

Holds Four
7x5" o

. . . Holds - Holds Eight 846 q ol Hoids T
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in its right . ther it t r r n creation .

s right place €iner Ir's photos, cards, your own creations, RAB115C RA3243C RA8360C RA8340C  RA1520C (£5.50) RA1410C RA7589C

CD/DVDs, Documents, Certificates, Tickets, Postcards, Collectables, |
Memorabilia, Negatives and Slides or any other item you wish to |2
organise. We can help you store them safely and securely into a simple |2
and adaptable storage solution to make your own memorable album.

Negatives Slides

: =)

0

Our Binder Album System allows you to break away from the

0
T . . R " Holds Two Sl Holds Two Holds 18 o | 10Rowsof 4 Holds Twenty
limitations of ordinary albums. Used by museums, its flexibility enables Magretc Peel 49x8.8" g“ 10:8” _'_I_I_IT/M'/:" 3| 3smmNegs || [§] 35w sides

! |

Pack of 20 Also aval

you to place ACID-FREE loose leaf refill pages with varying sized

U] . RA6001 (£6.95) RAMM2A (£4.99) RA2118C (£5.50) RA9790C (£5.50) RA9090C (£5.50) RA435H (£5.50) RA926M (£5.50)
slip-in pockets into ONE SINGLE album.

Terms & Conditions: *Please note normal P&P applies £5.95 | Offer limited to one album per household | For overseas orders and non-mainland UK delivery please ring +44(0)1904 202150

Call Order Hotline 0844 855 2060 E % Order Online - WWW.ARROWFILE.COM/CLASSIC25
For Special Offer quote code: HR1018 guau and ADD HR1018 in the promotion code box in your basket

PROTECT, ORGANISE AND DISPLAY Y.arrowfile

FLEXIBLE ARCHIVAL STORAGE AND PRESENTATION SOLUTIONS The Collectahle Storage Specialists

Suppliers to photographers, photographic and family history societies, schools, medical establishments, museums, businesses, as well as collectors, hobbyists and musicians.

Landscape and Portrait Binder Portfolios Ring Binders, Presenters, Archival Storage Boxes, Binder Digital Photo Slip-In Albums Traditional Photoboard and
Albums with slipcases - A3 to A5 - Cases & Archival Refill Sleeves Files PLUS Indexing and Dividers - 6x4", 6x4.5", 7x5", 8x6" & more - Wedding Themed Albums

Over 350 Acid-Free Refill Sleeves Stamp and Coin Storage - Postcard Binder Albums, Pockets

Docs, Postcards, Photos, Stamps Binders, Sheets, Cases, Drawers Sleeves and Storage Boxes Display Presentation

Cabinets and Cases

GEOL9G L 'ON B34 dHZ 9aM AOM Buliig 9SNOY [IY21NYD) /7| B|mOLY /L PH] 0404 YsD4

Amazing Pop-up Greeting Cards

Visit Our Online shop and CLAIM 10% se Code: HR18DIS

+ Cannot be used he above album offer



=» Remembering 1757 40th
anniversary trip
ITRAVELLED on the 40th

anniversary train commemorating
1757, the Fifteen Guinea Special, on
August 10,2008, and there were a
couple of extra details which should
perhaps be recorded alongside
your article in issue 244.

Like the original, the train started
at Liverpool Lime Street, but was
hauled by 8F No. 48151, instead of
‘Black Five’'No.45110, as it was first
time round.

Manchester Victoria had changed
enormously since Oliver Cromwell
had last waited to couple up.
Indeed, there was speculation that
it might not appear at all, so tight
was the timescale for getting it back
into main line condition.

There it was however, contrasting
with the concrete, and with one
little period touch.

Where nameplates had been
removed - officially or otherwise —
enthusiasts painted in new ones,
as an act of defiance. And so it
was that, for this recreation of such
an iconic event, Oliver bore the
1968 painted version on its
smoke deflectors.

Any concerns about its condition
were quickly dispelled on the hills
of Lancashire and beyond.

The return from Carlisle over the
Settle & Carlisle was hauled by a
pair of ‘Black Fives; Nos. 45407 &
45231, so that part of the line-up
was authentic also.

No. 45407 came off at Blackburn,

A sentiment expressed during
casual conversation in different

loco messrooms over the years has
been “..air brakes are stronger than
vacuum brakes..”Well, I'd like to bust
that myth. Any brake, whether air,
vacuum or hydraulic for that matter,
will only be as strong as the originating
design engineer wanted it to be. Any
tinkering with brake mechanism will
only run the risk of locked wheels
(wheelflats) or reduced braking.

So | ask myself, if not brake strength
then what advantage is there in taking
boiler pressure, passing it through
complicated mechanical apparatus
only to convert it into just another
kind of (air) pressure? And that’s before
consideration of the considerable cost.

| am told that air reaction time
is shorter, a few seconds or so.
Okay, that's probably important to
the owners of Tornado, who will
be expecting to spend a greater

1 WY N L) ) B READERS LETTERS AT THE HEART OF THE HERITAGE RAILWAY SCENE

TAR LETTER

Brakes: am I missing
something here?

proportion of any journey above
70mph. It's a bit rich for the authorities
to insist on the fitting of racing brakes’
to main line steam locomotives at
the same time as slapping speed
restriction on them - easy spending
other people’s money, | suppose.

Please, someone out there, just
what is the technical justification for
air brakes on steam? BR never felt
the need.

Nigel Barnes, Cheshire.

The beautifully restored Asho

ver Light Railway coach No.4

VT -

[y

at the Midland Railway-Butterley. DAVID R SMITH

Be grateful for what we have already achieved

AS A brief follow-up to Derrick Martin's
letter concerning his desire to see more
vintage trains recreated, can | say how
very fortunate | feel in the fact that I've
just ridden on an excellently restored
Midland Railway train at Butterley (albeit
pulled by a J94) and also in the Ashover
Light Railway coach on its Golden Valley
Light Railway too.

Inrecent months I've also beenon a
Lancashire & Yorkshire, a Metropolitan

leaving No. 45231 to negotiate the
weekend works programme, back
to a rather late Lime Street.
A memorable day!
Mervyn Leah, email

and a Southern Railway train at the
Keighley & Worth Valley Railway, GWR,
LMS and LNER trains at the Severn Valley,
aMidland & Great Northern train at
Sheringham and the Knotty train

at Foxfield.

I'm well aware that many more railways
are also doing a great job at restoring pre-
Grouping and Big Four coaches. | don't
understand why Derrick feels‘sad’about
Manchester, Sheffield & Lincolnshire

Railway coaches being restored in Great
Central livery given that the D7 project
intends to complete its new locomotive
in GCR livery, and bearing in mind that it
is likely to be at least 10 years before this
projectis completed.

In the meantime, let’s all be very
grateful for the effort of the volunteers,
and congratulate them and what is
being achieved.

=» Was this the last steam
departure from a BR shed?
| RECALL correspondence with
the late Alan Castle of Preston,
circa 2008.

We were trying to ascertain
all of the ‘lasts’in August 1968.
| forget the source but it was
discovered that BR Standard 5MT
No. 73050 had been towed to 9D
Newton Heath for repairs ready for
its journey.

It then departed from there
for Peterborough, meaning that
Newton Heath was the last shed
from which a steam locomotive left
in steam.

Unless anyone knows different...

After all these years, there are
still unsolved mysteries. The
Trevor Gregg article in issue 244

David R Smith, email

READER Ramon Williams
has sent this view of
Stourbridge shedson a
quiet Sunday afternoon
around 1963/4.

“lwas a passed driver at
that time and we were
waiting to stable the
engines off engineering
works, then a quiet
time till home time.
Stourbridge shed was
a24-road roundhouse
shed, with some

L _A—

has answered one minor niggling passenger work, but
question though. Did the three mostly freight, and
Carlisle locos turn at Kingmoor or when we came under the
Upperby turntables? Neither, it was London Midland Region,

we became 2C. Brilliant
magazine - | look forward
to it coming.”

Upperby triangle.
Steve Dymond, email

92 Heritagerailway.co.uk n Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway
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HERE is a railway book that in so
many ways is unlike anything that
has gone before.

Itis now nearly 70 years since the
Westerham branch in West Kent
closed, and enthusiasts banded
together to try to save it, firstly asa
commuter line using GWR railcars
and then as an out-and-out heritage
railway with classic steam.

The closure of the branch in October
1961 happened at a seminal moment
in the histories of both the UK network
and the preservation movement. Yes,
there had already been many such
branch closures since the UK network
had been nationalised on January
1,1948, many against the wishes
of local residents, but here regular
users staged a real fight to keep what
should have been acommuter line for
London open in the face of mounting
losses and criticism of British Railways
that steps were not being taken to
help make the line pay.

Along came an army of enthusiasts
and local people alike in the form
of the Westerham Valley Railway
Association, who aimed to save the
line in one shape or another, but
found themselves groping in the dark
against a wall of official bureaucracy
and downright opposition in the
corridors of power.

Yes, at the time the Talyllyn and
Ffestiniog railways revivals had shown
that volunteers could run moribund
lines, but neither had been part of
the BR portfolio. A couple of years

The decline and fall of

the Westerham Railway:
A Prelude to Beeching

By Ron Strutt (hardback, Crecy, 208pp, £24.95, ISBN 978 1

before, the Bluebell Railway had
begun operations over what seems
now to be a very modest section of
the East Grinstead to Lewes route,
but its example could not then offera
definitive pattern as to how ordinary
people could run a whole branch line.

In the press of the day, pictures
of local volunteers clearing weeds
from the platforms of the Westerham
branch gave cause for optimism, but
it proved a false dawn, for officialdom
did not want to know.

Worse than that, it was feared by
Southern Region managers and
civil servants alike that a volunteer
takeover of the branch could prove
that ordinary people could runa
branch line more economically and
effectively than BR. If that indeed was
the outcome, it was not one than was
wanted at a time when the knives
were being sharpened for wholesale
closures to cut losses, as was to
happen under the black clouds of the
Beeching era, which was then looming
on the horizon.

It has long been said that the
Westerham branch was closed
because roadbuilders wanted the
formation on which to lay a section of
the M25.That did happen - but the
author proves that was not the reason
for the closure. Instead of repeating
this urban myth, he painstakingly
went through a collection of hitherto
unseen official documents relating
to the closure, and finds out that BR
had started work on electrifying the

9 | s e

A Prelude to Beeching

Ran Strutt

EDITOR’S CHOICE

branch, and just how close the regular
users of the line came to keeping it
open. It was down to the man who
later rubber-stamped Beeching’s
closure recommendations, Transport
Minister Ernest Marples, to sanction
the final closure here.

History records that when the
Westerham revivalists then joined
forces with those who saved the
Kent & East Sussex Railway, which
was closed by BR, most of the
locomotives and stock that had been
earmarked for Westerham instead
went to Tenterden.

It may have been a short branch line,
but what happened at Westerham
had deep ramifications for the
heritage railway movement, as the
web of intrigue unravelled by the
author explains step by step, with a
superb collection of archive colour
and black and white pictures.

Sadly, Ron Strutt died shortly before
his masterpiece was published, and
so he never saw the final fruits of his
labours, which have raised the bar in
the field of branch line histories.

It should be essential reading for
anyone whoiis interested in the
railway history of theimmediate
pre-Beeching era.

A STANDOUT CLASSIC

ONLY £6.99

CONCORDE

A wonder of innovation and a
20th century icon - Concorde
pushed the boundaries of speed,
technology and luxury. It made
its first flight 50 years ago next
year, in 1969.

The magnificent white bird,
travelling at twice the speed of
sound between London, Paris
and New York, represented
the pinnacle of commercial air
travel.

Concorde’s passengers were
heads of state, royalty, pop stars,
millionaires and those so caught
up in the dream of supersonic
flight that they were willing to
part with the enormous cost of
a ticket for the greatest airliner
ever made.

Concorde: Supersonic
Speedbird - The Full Story gives
a complete account of this

Cornish Traction

By Stephen Heginbotham and
David Letcher (softback, Amberley
Publishing, 96pp, £14.99, ISBN 978 1
44567829 0)
THIS interesting
all-colour volume
written by two
Bodmin & Wenford
Railway volunteers
covers the BR

Blue period of
1972-90, along

the Cornish main line between
Plymouth and Penzance, a time

before privatisation when the duchy
remained in something of a time warp
of semaphore signalling and cascaded
rolling stock.

Many classes of diesels featured on
express trains to destinations other than
Paddington, while freight and parcel
traffic was plentiful, along with other
trains, such as Motorail and the Postal.
One oddity was the summer
Saturdays-only Milton Keynes to

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ.

Penzance service, usually Class
47-hauled and complete with a DVT at
one end of the stock.

Steve is the BWR signalling inspector
and a former career railwayman, and
Dave is a signalman with a long history
in Cornish transport preservation.

Their intimate knowledge of
trackside locations gives some
splendid and original images of diesels
in the duchy during a transitional
phase on the railway, not just in the
busy summer but, also in less benign
winter conditions.

CORNISH RAILWAY HISTORY MUST

Atlas of Railway Station
Closures

(hardback, Crecy, 160pp, £25, ISBN
978086093 677 0).
IT is always a cause for jubilation when
a new definitive reference volume
appears in our office.

This splendid A4-size volume does
exactly what it says on the cover, and

incredible aircraft.
does it very well

indeed. classicmagazines.co.uk/thebookshelf
It's an atlas of

the UK network Call: 01507 52952

that has each ot o X tores icl

line coloured to

represent the

decade in which

it closed. Needless to say so many are
coloured bright red, representing
the Sixties, which included the age
of Beeching.

Every station is likewise marked and
coloured according to its closure date.
Anindex at the rear lists each closed
station and the exact closure date.

A sizeable portion of the second half
of the volume contains black and white
pictures of closed stations in their final
days, many of them from the archive of
Andrew Muckley.

For those who find rail system maps
fascinating, or who wish to research
railway history in depth, here is an
excellent ready reference volume.
ESSENTIAL REFERENCE WORK

When it all

went wrong

R ——
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Llangollen Railway-based GWR 0-6-OPT No. 6430 vi

starred in the line’s 2018 Bank Holiday branch line weekend. KENNY FELSTEAD

GARETH EVANS' FULL LISTING OF OPERATIONAL LINES AND MUSEUM VENUES

SOUTHEA

Amberley Museum &
Heritage Centre

2ft gauge, ¥4 mile.

Arundel, West Sussex.

Tel: 01798 831370.

Running: Wed-Sun + Oct 22,23.
Bluebell Railway

Standard gauge, 11 miles, footplate
experience, wine and dine.

Sheffield Park, East Sussex TN22 2QL.
Tel: 01825 720800.

Running: W/Es, Tues-Thur + Oct 12, 22,
26, 29.

Bredgar & Wormshill Light
Railway

2ft gauge, %2 mile.

Bredgar, Sittingbourne, Kent.

Tel: 01622 884254.

Running: Oct 7.

Bursledon Light Railway

2ft gauge, % mile. Bursledon
Brickworks Museum Swanwick Lane,
Swanwick, Hants. SO31 7HB.

Running: Oct 21.

East Kent Railway

Standard gauge, two miles,
Shepherdswell, Dover.

Tel: 01304 832042.

Running: Oct 7, 27, 28.

Eastleigh Lakeside Railway
10%in & 7%in gauge, 1% miles,
footplate experience.

Running: W/Es + sch hols.
Hastings Miniature Railway
10%in gauge, 600 yards,

Rock-a-Nore Road, Hastings, East Sussex.
Running: W/Es + sch hols.

Hayling Seaside Railway

2ft gauge, one mile.

Hayling Island, Hants.

Running: W/Es, Weds + sch hols
Hollycombe Steam in the
Country

2ft gauge, ¥4 mile. Iron Hill, Liphook,
Hampshire, GU30 7LP. Tel: 01428 724900.
Running: October 7, 14.
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Isle of Wight Steam Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.
Havenstreet, Isle of Wight.

Tel: 01983 882204.

Running: Suns, Weds, Thurs + Oct 13, 22,
23,26, 27.

Kempton Steam Railway
2ft gauge, %2 mile, Hanworth.

Tel: 01932 765328.

Running: Suns.

Kent & East Sussex Railway
Standard gauge, 10%2 miles,
footplate experience, wine and dine.
Tenterden, Kent. Tel: 01580 765155.
Running: W/Es + Oct 22-26.
Lavender Line

Standard gauge, one mile, footplate
experience, wine and dine. Isfield,
East Sussex. Tel: 01825 750515.
Running: Sundays.

Mid Hants Railway

Standard gauge, 10 miles, footplate
experience, wine and dine.
Alresford, Hants SO24 9)G.

Tel: 01962 733810.

Running: W/Es + Oct 19-26.
Romney, Hythe &
Dymchurch Railway

1ft 3in gauge, 13%2 miles, footplate
experience. New Romney, Kent.

Tel: 01797 362353.

Running: Daily.

Royal Victoria Railway
10%in gauge, one mile.

Netley, Southampton.

Tel: 02380 456246.

Running: W/Es + sch hols.
Sittingbourne & Kemsley
Railway

2ft 6in gauge, 13 miles.
Sittingbourne, Kent.

Tel: 01795 424899.

Running: Dec 1, 2, 8,9, 15, 16, 22, 23.
Spa Valley Railway

Standard gauge, five miles,

isited the Northampton & Lamport Railway for two weekends of operation until September 2. The locomotive

footplate experience.
Tunbridge Wells, Kent.

Tel: 01892 537715.

Running: W/Es + Oct 19, 23-25.

SOUTH WEST

Avon Valley Railway
Standard gauge, three miles,
footplate experience, wine and dine.
Bitton, Bristol.

Tel: 0117 932 7296.

Running: Suns + Oct 13, 27, 30, 31.
Beer Heights Light Railway
7"4in gauge. Off A3052, Beer, Devon.
Tel: 01297 21542

Running: Daily.

Bodmin & Wenford Railway
Standard gauge, 6%> miles, footplate
experience, wine and dine.

Bodmin, Cornwall.

Tel: 01208 73666.

Running: W/Es + Tues-Wed, Oct 4, 11, 22,
25,26.

Dartmoor Railway

Standard gauge, seven miles.
Okehampton, Devon.

Tel: 01837 55164.

Running: W/Es.

Dartmouth Steam Railway
Standard gauge, seven miles,

wine and dine. Paignton, Devon.

Tel: 01803 555872.

Running: Daily.

Devon Railway Centre

2ft gauge, Y2 mile. Bickleigh, Devon.
Tel: 01884 855671.

Running: W/Es + Oct 22-26.

East Somerset Railway
Standard gauge, two miles. Cranmore,
Somerset. Tel: 01749 880417.

Running: W/Es + Weds.

Gartell Light Railway

2ft gauge, 2 mile. Common Lane,
Yenston, Templecombe, Somerset

BA8 ONB. Tel. 01963 370752

Running: Sept 30, Oct 28.

Helston Railway

Standard gauge. Helston, Cornwall.
Tel: 07875 481380.

Running: Suns, Thur + Oct 24
Launceston Steam Railway
2ft gauge, 2 miles. Launceston, Cornwall.
Tel: 01566 775665.

Running: Oct 21-26.

Lynton & Barnstaple Railway
2ft gauge, one mile. Woody Bay,

north Devon. Tel: 01598 763487.
Running: W/Es, Tue-Thur + Oct 22, 26.
Moors Valley Railway

7"4in gauge, one mile. Ringwood, Hants.
Tel: 01425 471415.

Running: W/Es + Oct 22-26.

Plym Valley Railway

Standard gauge, 1% miles.

Marsh Mills, Plymouth.

Running: Suns + Oct 27.

Seaton Tramway

3ft gauge, three miles. Harbour Road,
Seaton, Devon. Tel: 01297 20375.
Running: Daily.

Somerset & Dorset Railway
Standard gauge, %2 mile,

Midsomer Norton station,

Silver Street BA3 2EY.

Tel: 01761 411221

Open Sun, Mon.

Running: Oct 27-28.

South Devon Railway
Standard gauge, seven miles,
footplate experience, wine and dine.
Buckfastleigh, Devon.

Tel: 01364 644370.

Running: Daily.

I The information in this list was correct at the time of going to press. We strongly advise that you confirm

details with the railway concerned.

n Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway



NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE RAILWAY COMPANY
40TH ANNIVERSARY STEAM GALA
19 - 21 OCTOBER 2018

Operational locomotives

USATC S160 No. 5197 * Locomotive workshops * Frequent service along
TKH Polish Tank No. 2944 open to view restoration the Churnet Valley Line
progress on 8F no. 48173 between Froghall Station

Class 33 No. 33102 and Leekbrook Junction

“Sophie”

Class 33 No. 33021
in new livery to be
unveiled at the event

* Selection of Trains along
the steeply graded Leekbrook Junction Station
Cauldon Lowe branch open for first public trains

to Ipstones Loop Froghall & Cheddleton

Tea Room serving
Class 08 No. 08633 hot & cold food

in new BR Green livery

All locomotives and services are subject to availability ~Photos courtesy of David Gibson

FOR BEST PRICES 01538 750755 .
sook oNLINE ¢ churnetvalleyrailway.co.uk

Churnet Valley Railway, Near Leek, Staffordshire Moorlands




UP & RUNNING

Swanage Railway

Standard gauge, six miles, footplate
experience, wine and dine.

Swanage, Dorset.

Tel: 01929 425800.

Running: Daily - except Oct 29.
Swindon & Cricklade Railway
Standard gauge, three miles,

footplate experience.

Blunsdon, Wiltshire.

Tel: 01793 771615.

Running: Oct 26-27.

West Somerset Railway
Standard gauge, 20 miles,

footplate experience, wine and dine.
Minehead, Somerset TA24 5BG.

Tel: 01643 704996.

Running: W/Es, Tues-Thur + Oct 1, 5, 29.

Bressingham Steam Museum
Narrow gauge, one mile.

Diss, Norfolk.

Tel: 01379 686900.

Running: Daily until Oct 28.

Bure Valley Railway

1ft 3in gauge, nine miles,

footplate experience.

Aylsham, Norfolk.

Tel: 01263 733858.

Running: Daily until Oct 28.

Colne Valley Railway
Standard gauge, one mile,

footplate experience, wine and dine.
Castle Hedingham, Essex.

Tel: 01787 461174.

Running: W/Es + Oct 23-25.

East Anglian Railway Museum
Standard gauge, ¥ mile. Wakes Colne,
Essex. Tel: 01206 242524.

Open: Daily.

Mangapps Railway

Standard gauge, one mile.

near Burnham-on-Crouch, Essex.

Tel: 01621 784898.

Running: W/Es until Oct 28.
Mid-Norfolk Railway
Standard gauge, 11%2 miles, footplate
experience. Dereham, Norfolk.

Tel: 01362 690633.

Running: Oct 6, 7, 13, 14.
Mid-Suffolk Light Railway
Standard gauge, 2 mile.

Brockford, Suffolk. Tel: 01449 766899.
Running:Dec 2, 8,9, 15, 16.

Nene Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 772 miles,

footplate experience. Wansford,
Peterborough, Cambs.

Tel: 01780 784444.

Running: W/Es, Weds + Oct 25.
North Norfolk Railway
Standard gauge, 5% miles,

footplate experience.

Sheringham, Norfolk

NR26 8RA.

Tel: 01263 820800.

Running: Sun-Thur + Oct 19-21, 26-28.
Wells & Walsingham Railway
10%in gauge, four miles.
Wells-next-the-Sea, Norfolk.

Tel: 01328 711630.

Running: Daily until Oct 28.
Whitwell & Reepham Railway
Standard gauge, % mile.

Reepham, Norfolk.

Tel: 01603 871694.

Running: Steam first Sun of month.
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In atimeless scene, Metro-Cammell three-car Class 101 DMU, comprising vehicles E51427, E59575 and M50321, passes under

Woodthorpe footpath bridge while working the 11.10am service from Loughborough to Rothley on August 11, 2018. CHRIS GEE

OME CO IES

Buckinghamshire
Railway Centre

Standard gauge, 4 mile,
footplate experience.
Quainton Road, Bucks.

Tel: 01296 655720

Open: Sun-Wed.

Running: Suns + Oct 24.
Chinnor & Princes
Risborough Railway
Standard gauge, 3%2 miles.
Chinnor, Oxon.

Tel: 01844 353535.

Running: Suns + Oct 25, 27.
Cholsey & Wallingford
Railway

Standard gauge, 22 miles.
Wallingford, Oxon.

Tel: 01491 835067.

Running: Oct 6, 7, 27, 28.
Didcot Railway Centre
Standard gauge,

footplate experience.

Didcot, Oxon.

Tel: 01235 817200.

Open: Daily.

Running: W/Es.

Epping Ongar Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.
Ongar, Essex.

Tel: 01277 365200.

Running: W/Es + Oct 8, 12, 15, 19, 24.
Leighton Buzzard Railway
2ft gauge, 2% miles.

Leighton Buzzard, Beds.

Tel: 01525 373888.

Running: Oct 7, 14, 21, 23, 24, 28.

Amerton Railway

2ft gauge, one mile.
Stowe-by-Chartley, Staffs.

Tel: 01785 850965.

Running: W/Es + sch hols.
Apedale Valley Railway

2ft gauge, 2 mile.

Apedale, Newcastle-under-Lyme,
Staffs.

Tel: 0845 094 1953.

Running: Oct 6, 7, 13, 14, , 20, 27, 28.
Barrow Hill Roundhouse
Standard gauge, ¥ mile. Chesterfield,
Derbyshire. Tel: 01246 472450.

Open: W/Es.

Battlefield Line Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.
Shackerstone, Leics.

Tel: 01827 880754.

Running: W/Es + Weds.
Cambrian Heritage Railways
Standard gauge, 3% mile (Llynclys),
2 mile (Oswestry), footplate experience,
Llynclys station & Oswestry station
(museum open Tues-Sun).

Tel: 01691 728131.

Running: Dec 9 (Llynclys).

Nov 11 (Oswestry).
Chasewater Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.
Walsall, West Midlands.

Tel: 01543 452623.

Running: Suns + Oct 6, 20, 26, 27.
Churnet Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 5% miles,
footplate experience,

wine and dine.

Cheddleton, Staffs.

Tel: 01538 750755.

Running: Oct 7, 14, 19-21, 31.
Dean Forest Railway
Standard gauge, 4% miles,
footplate experience.

Norchard, Lydney, Glos.

Tel: 01594 845840.

Running: W/Es, Weds.
Ecclesbourne Valley Railway
Standard gauge, eight miles.
Wirksworth, Derbyshire.

Tel: 01629 823076.

Running: W/Es, Tues + Oct 25, 26.
Evesham Vale Railway

1ft 3in gauge, 1% miles.

A46 north of Evesham, Worcs.

Tel: 01386 422282.

Running: W/Es + Oct 29-31.
Foxfield Railway

Standard gauge, 5% miles.

Blythe Bridge, Staffs.

Running: Oct 7, 14, 21, 24, 26. 27.
Gloucestershire
Warwickshire Railway
Standard gauge, 14 miles,
footplate experience.

Toddington, Glos.

Tel: 01242 621405.

Running: W/Es + Tues, Wed + Oct 25.
Great Central Railway
Standard gauge, eight miles.
Loughborough, Leics LE11 1RW.
Tel: 01509 632323.

Running: W/Es + Oct 4, 5, 17, 24, 31.

Great Central Railway
Nottingham

Standard gauge, four miles.
Ruddington, Notts.

Tel: 0115 940 570.

Running: W/Es + Oct 4, 5, 17, 24, 31.
Midland Railway - Butterley
Standard gauge, 3%2 miles,
footplate experience,

wine and dine.

Ripley, Derbyshire.

Tel: 01773 570140.

Running: W/Es + school holidays.
Northampton &

Lamport Railway

Standard gauge, two miles.
Pitsford, Northants.

Tel: 01604 820327.

Running: Suns.

Peak Rail

Standard gauge, four miles.
Matlock, Derbyshire.

Tel: 01629 580381.

Running: W/Es + Oct 30-31.
Perrygrove Railway

1ft 3in gauge. B4228, Coleford,
Gloucestershire.

Tel: 01594 834991.

Running: W/Es, Tues, Thur + Oct 22, 26.
Rocks by Rail

Standard gauge, % mile.
Cottesmore, Rutland.

Open: Sun, Tues, Thur.

Running: Oct 14.

Rudyard Lake Railway
10%in gauge, 172 miles. Leek, Staffs.
Tel: 01995 672280.

Running: W/Es + Oct 29-31.
Rushden Transport Museum
Standard gauge, ¥ mile.

Open: W/Es.

Severn Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 16 miles,

footplate experience.
Kidderminster,

Worcs DY10 1QR.

Tel: 01562 757900.

Running: W/Es + Oct 4, 5, 29-31.
Sherwood Forest Railway
1ft 3in gauge, % mile.

Edwinstowe, Nottinghamshire.
Running: Daily.

Steeple Grange Light Railway
1ft 6in gauge, V2> mile,

footplate experience.

Wirksworth, Derbyshire.

Running: Dec 15-16.

n Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway



TF‘LD AT WAR

1940's WARTIME WEEKEND

e See replica STUG
III assault guns
and other military
vehicles.

* See battle
skirmishes
between Allied
and Axis troops

e Live wartime music
throughout the day

e Licensed bar and catering
throughout the day

e Trade stands selling a wide

FOR ALL THE
variety of items

e FREE Train Rides
CONTACTS: LIVING HISTORY DISPLAYS:
IAN KIRKHAM - 07884 973499
TRADERS: MIKE JOl\]ES - 07880 223088

WEEKEND

BUY TICKETS ONLINE NOW AND SAVE ON THE GATE PRICE.

SrtaTrorb| statfoldbarnrailway.co.uk
Statfold Narrow Gauge Trust, Ashby Road, Tamworth,
Staffordshire B79 OBU Tel. 01827 830389

REGISTERED CHARITY NUMBER 1176862

NARROW GAUGE TRUST

12% 13" & 14"’ OCTOBER 2018

. Featuring BR Ivatt ZMT No. 46521 (courtesy of Great Central Railway)
Plus another very special Guest Locomotive - TBC

- Intensive timetable over all three days
Full line and local services to-ing and fro-ing
» Interactive activities for all the family
» Demonstration goods and parcel loading
« Dedicated displays and cameos along the line

Download the FREE Advance Gala Information Pack from our website,
for all the latest news and updates on this event.

LLANGOLLEN RAILWAY
The Station, Abbey Road,
Llangollen, North Wales
LL20 BSN

Tel: 01978 860 979 or see
www llangollen-railway.co.uk for more information

EVENTS

Models &
miniatures

e
[L‘T.

p\sTLE\GH STAVERTON o -
T/v N
X

29™-30™ SEPTEMBER 2018

A celebration of model and miniature trains, boats,
planes and road vehicles.

South Devon Railway, The Station, Buckfastleigh, Devon TQ11 ODZ
www.southdevonrailway.co.uk

VINTAGE WEEKEND
'HISTORY BROUGHT TO LIFE'

October October

Come and enjoy a truly unique
weekend, as the Ffestiniog Railway
gets all of its 'toys’ out of the box

- featuring our magnificent collection of beautifully restored
original locomotives and carriages, with a supporting cast of
costumed characters adding to the convivial atmosphere.

* Victorian Railway Extravaganza °

(More details will be added to our website as plans are finalised.)

RHEILFFORDD FFESTINIOG « FFESTINIOG RAILWAY
01766 516024

www.festrail.co.uk facebook.com/festrail

Heritagerailway.co.uk 97




'UP & RUNNING

Telford Steam Railway
Standard gauge, one mile,

footplate experience.

Telford, Shropshire.

Email: sec@telfordsteamrailway.co.uk
Tel: 01952 503880.

Running: 2019.

NORTH WEST

East Lancashire Railway
Standard gauge, 12 miles, footplate
experience. Bury, Lancs.

Tel: 01617 647790.

Running: W/Es + Oct 19, 24, 25, 26.
Eden Valley Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.
Warcop, off A66,

Cumbria CA16 6PR

01768 342309.

Running: Suns.

Heaton Park Tramway
Standard gauge, %2 mile.
Manchester.

Running: Suns pm.

Isle of Man Steam Railway
3ft 6in gauge, 15%2 miles.

Douglas, Isle of Man.

Tel: 01624 662525.

Running: Daily.

Lakeside & Haverthwaite
Railway

Standard gauge, 32 miles.

near Ulverston, Cumbria.

Tel: 01539 531594.

Running: Daily until Oct 28.
Ravenglass &

Eskdale Railway

1ft 3in gauge, seven miles.
Ravenglass, Cumbria.

Tel: 01229 717171.

Running: Daily.

Ribble Steam Railway
Standard gauge, one mile.

Preston, Lancs. Tel: 01772 728800.
Running: Oct 6, 7, 27, 28.
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Stainmore Railway
Standard gauge, 2 mile.
Kirkby Stephen East Station,
Kirkby Stephen,

Cumbria CA17 4LA.

Open: W/Es.

Running: Dec 8.

West Lancashire Light
Railway

2ft gauge. Hesketh Bank, Lancs.
Tel: 01772 815881.

Running: Suns until Oct 28.

NORTH EAST

Aln Valley Railway

Standard gauge, 2 mile.

Lionheart station, Alnwick,
Northumberland.

Running: Oct 27, 28.

Appleby Frodingham
Railway Preservation Society
Standard gauge, 15 miles.

British Steel Steelworks, Scunthorpe.
Tel: 01652 657053.

Running: 2019.

Bowes Railway

Standard gauge, one mile.
Springwell, Tyne & Wear.

Tel: 01914 161847.

Open: Thur-Sat.

Cleethorpes Coast

Light Railway

1ft 3in gauge, two miles.
Cleethorpes, North East Lincolnshire.
Tel: 01472 604657.

Running: Daily.

Derwent Valley Railway
Standard gauge, %2 mile. Murton Park,
Layerthorpe, York. Tel: 01904 489966.
Running: 2019.

Elsecar Railway

Standard gauge, one mile. Footplate
experience. Elsecar, South Yorks.

Tel: 01226 746746. Open: Daily.
Running: Suns.

Koppel 0-4-OWT

o=t Utrillas is seen at the head of a passenger &

Embsay & Bolton Abbey
Steam Railway

Standard gauge, five miles.
Embsay, North Yorks.

Running: W/Es + Tues.
Keighley & Worth Valley
Railway

Standard gauge, five miles,
footplate experience,

wine and dine.

Keighley, West Yorks BD22 8NJ.
Tel: 01535 645214.

Running: W/Es, Weds +

Oct 23, 25, 30.

Kirklees Light Railway
1ft 3in gauge, four miles.
Huddersfield, West Yorks.

Tel: 01484 865727.

Running: W/Es + Oct 29-31.
Lincolnshire Coast
Light Railway

2ft gauge, 2 mile.

Water Leisure Park, Walls Lane,
Skegness, Lincolnshire.
Running: 2019.
Lincolnshire Wolds Railway
Standard gauge, 172 miles.
Ludborough, Lincolnshire.

Tel: 01507 363881.

Running: Sept 30, Oct 14, 28.
Middleton Railway
Standard gauge, 12 miles.
Hunslet, Leeds.

Tel: 0113 271 0320.

Running: W/Es + Oct 31.
North Tyneside Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.
North Shields. Tel: 0191 200 7106
Running: Suns.

North Yorkshire Moors
Railway

Standard gauge, 18 miles,

wine and dine.

Grosmont, North Yorks.

Tel: 01751 472508.

Running: Daily.

Y train at the 2ft gauge West Lancashire
Railway on August 5, 2018. SANDY DAVIES

South Tynedale Railway
2ft gauge, 5 miles. Alston, Cumbria.
Tel: 01434 382828/381696.
Running: W/Es, Tues, Thur +

Oct 22, 24, 29, 31.

Tanfield Railway

Standard gauge, three miles.

near Gateshead, Tyne and Wear.
Tel: 01913 887545.

Running: Suns + Oct 13, 27.
Weardale Railway
Standard gauge, 11 miles.
Stanhope, Bishop Auckland,

Co Durham.

Tel: 01388 526203.

Running: W/Es + Oct 24.
Wensleydale Railway
Standard gauge, 22 miles.
Leeming Bar, North Yorkshire.
Tel: 0845 450 5474.

Running: W/Es + Oct 2, 9, 16.
Yorkshire Wolds Railway
Standard gauge, 300ft.

Fimber, East Yorkshire YO25 3HG.
Tel: 01377 338053.

Running: Suns.

Bala Lake Railway

2ft gauge, 472 miles. Llanuwchllyn,
Gwynedd. Tel: 01678 540666.

Running: Thurs + Oct 21, 23, 24, 27-31.
Barry Tourist Railway

Standard gauge, two miles. Barry Island,
Glamorgan. Tel: 01446 748816.

Running: Nov 5 (evening).

Brecon Mountain Railway

2ft gauge, 3% miles.

Merthyr Tydfil, Glamorgan.

Tel: 01685 722988.

Running: W/Es, Tues-Thur.

Corris Railway

2ft 3in gauge, % mile. Corris, Machynlleth.
Tel: 01654 761303.

Running: Oct 20.

n Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway



EVENTS

SWANAGE il ’@:ﬂfﬁ&&#
MELWAY IT"I & .. " Guest Locomotives

A4 60009 ‘Union of South

LOCOMOTIVE : ' Africa’*
Catch her while you can! One
EXC HAN G ES I 948 of the last chances to see this
i I . .
AUTUMN STEAM GALA T o her withdrawal.
_— ' B1 61306 ‘Mayflower’*

12 - 14 OCTOBER 2018 T g Fresh from a recent overhaul.

Supported by locomotives from
the Bluebell Railway’s fleet.

*With thanks to John Cameron and David Buck respectively

Special timetable each day

Giants of Steam
| 2th - | 3th- | 4th October 2018

Up to 5 locomotives in steam - frequent departures
Special dining service hauled by 60009 ‘Union of South Africa’
Brake Van Rides - Full breakfast available at Sheffield Park Station each day
Buffets at Horsted Keynes and East Grinstead Stations open early

Advance tickets available online at www.bluebell-railway.com

FIRST VISIT OF LMS PRINCESS CORONATION
CLASS 6233 DUCHESS OF SUTHERLAND

01825 720800 info@bluebell-railway.co.uk
The Bluebell Railway Sheffield Park Station East Sussex TN22 3QL

Autumn Steam SCENIC
Gala e RAILCAR o
19 - 21 October 2018 WEEKEND

Home fleet and special guest locos 3 - 4 Novem ber 201 8
including; GWR 4270, GWR 2857,

6233 “Duchess of Sutherland”, L &
Y A Class 52322, 80080, 34092
and 32 “Gothenburg”.

Enjoy an intensive all steam
timetable all weekend!

Award winning real ale venues at
Bury and Rawtenstall Stations

Pay tribute to the
at this special theme event
0333 320 2830

Bolton Street,
Bury BL? OEY

timetable running

0333 32
Bolton
www.eastlancsrai

www.eastlancsrailway.org.uk
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UP & RUNNING

Fairbourne Railway

12'%in gauge, two miles. Fairbourne,
Gwynedd. Tel: 01341 250362.
Running: W/Es + Tues-Thur.
Ffestiniog Railway

2ft gauge, 13%2 miles, Porthmadog,
Gwynedd. Tel: 01766 516000.
Running: Daily.

Gwili Railway

Standard gauge, 4 miles.
Bronwydd Arms, Carmarthenshire.
Tel: 01267 238213.

Running: W/Es, Weds, Thur.
Llanberis Lake Railway
2ft gauge, three miles. Llanberis,
Gwynedd. Tel: 01286 870549.
Running: Sun-Thur.
Llangollen Railway
Standard gauge, 10 miles, footplate
experience, wine and dine.
Llangollen, Denbighshire.

Tel: 01978 860979.

Running: Daily.

Pontypool & Blaenavon
Railway

Standard gauge, two miles.
Blaenavon, Torfaen.

Tel: 01495 792263.

Running: Oct 27, 28, 30, 31.
Rhiw Valley Railway

1ft 3in gauge, % mile, footplate
experience.

Manafon, nr Welshpool, Powys.
Running: October 6, 7.

Rhyl Miniature Railway
1ft 3in gauge. Rhyl, North Wales.
Running: 2019.

Snowdon Mountain Railway
800mm gauge, 4%2 miles.
Llanberis, Gwynedd.

Tel: 01286 870223.

Running: Daily.

Talyllyn Railway

2ft 3in gauge, 72 miles, footplate
experience. Tywyn, Gwynedd.

Tel: 01654 710472.

Running: Daily.

Teifi Valley Railway

2ft gauge, 2 mile. Henllan, Ceredigion
SA44 5TD. Tel: 01559 371077.
Running: Suns, Weds.

Vale of Rheidol Railway
2ft gauge, 113 miles.
Aberystwyth, Ceredigion.

Tel: 01970 625819.

Running: Daily.

Railway Museums

The Shed47 Railway Restoration Group, based at the Scottish Vintage Bus Museum, is now marketing itself as the

Lathalmond Railway Museum. Rides can be enjoyed on the collection of restored standard and 2ft gauge rolling stock.

SHED47

Welsh Highland

Heritage Railway

2ft gauge, one mile.

Porthmadog, Gwynedd.

Tel: 01766 513402.

Running: W/Es, Tues, Weds, Thur +
Oct5, 26.

Welsh Highland Railway
2ft gauge, 26 miles.

Caernarfon, Gwynedd.

Tel: 01766 516000.

Running: W/Es, Tues-Thur +

Oct 22, 26, 29.

Welshpool & Llanfair
Light Railway

2ft 6in gauge, eight miles, footplate
experience.

Llanfair Caereinion, Powys.

Tel: 01938 810441.

Running: W/Es + Oct 29-31.

Almond Valley Railway
2ft 6in gauge, ¥ mile. Livingston,
West Lothian. Tel: 01506 414957.
Running: W/Es.

Bo’ness & Kinneil Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.
Bo'ness, West Lothian.

Tel: 01506 822298. Open: Daily.
Running: W/Es, Tues.
Caledonian Railway
Standard gauge, four miles.
Brechin, Angus. Tel: 01356 622992.
Running: Dec9, 15, 16, 22, 23.

Invergarry & Fort Augustus
Railway

Standard gauge, % mile. Invergarry
station, South Laggan PH34 4EA.
Running: 2019.

Keith & Dufftown Railway
Standard gauge, 11 miles.
Dufftown, Banffshire.

Running: 2019.

Leadhills &

Wanlockhead Railway

2ft gauge, one mile.

Leadhills, South Lanarkshire.

Tel: 0141 556 1061.

Running: Dec 2, 3.

Royal Deeside Railway
Standard gauge, one mile.

Milton of Crathes,

Kincardineshire.

Running: Oct 6, 7, 13, 14.
Scottish Industrial
Railway Centre

Standard gauge, %2 mile.

Dunaskin, Dalmellington Road (A713),
Waterside, Ayrshire.

Running: 2019.

Lothalmond Railway Museum
Standard gauge, %2 mile.

Scottish Vintage Bus Museum,
Lothalmond, nr Dunfermline.
Running: Oct 28.

Strathspey Railway
Standard gauge, 10 miles. Aviemore,
Inverness-shire.

Tel: 01479 810725.

Running: W/Es, Weds, Thur.

Cavan & Leitrim Railway
3ft gauge, /2 mile.

Dromod, County Leitrim.
Tel: 00353 71 9638599.
Open: Sat-Mon.
Downpatrick &
County Down Railway
Standard gauge, four miles,
footplate experience.
Downpatrick, County Down.
Tel: 028 4461 5779

Running: Oct 27, 28, 31.
Giant’s Causeway &
Bushmills Railway
3ft gauge, two miles.
Bushmills, County Antrim.
Tel: 0282 073 2844.
Running: W/Es.
Stradbally Woodland
Railway

3ft gauge, 2 mile.
Stradbally, County Laois.
Running: 2019.
Waterford &

Suir Valley Railway
3ft gauge, six miles.
Kilmeadan,

County Waterford.

Tel: 00353 384058.

Running: Oct 27.

West Clare Railway
3ft gauge. Moyasta Junction,
Co Clare.

Open: Daily.

I The information in this list was correct at the time of going to press. We strongly advise that you confirm

details with the railway concerned.

Beamish

County Durham. The Living Museum of
the North. Open: Daily.

Col Stephens Railway Museum
Tenterden Station, Kent. Open: W/Es.
Tel: 01580 765155.

Conwy Valley Railway Museum
Betws-y-Coed, Conwy. Open: Daily.
Tel: 01690 710568.

Crewe Heritage Centre

Vernon Way, Crewe. Open: W/Es + B/H.
Tel: 01270 212130.

Head of Steam

North Road Station, Darlington.

Open: Tues-Sun. Tel: 01325 460532.
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Museum Of Scottish Railways
Bo’ness. Open: Daily.

Tel: 01506 825855.

Irchester Narrow Gauge
Railway Museum

Near Wellingborough, Northants.
Open: Suns. Tel: 01604 675368.

Kidderminster Railway Museum
Kidderminster, Worcs. Open: SVR
operating days. Tel: 01562 825316.
Locomotion: The National
Railway Museum, Shildon
Co Durham. Open: Daily.

Tel: 01388 777999.

London Transport Museum
Covent Garden Piazza.

Open: Daily.

Tel: 0207 379 6344.

Manchester Museum of
Science & Industry
Castlefield, Manchester.

Open: Daily.

Tel: 0161 832 2244.

National Railway Museum
Leeman Road, York. Open: Daily.
Tel: 01904 621261.

Penrhyn Castle Industrial
Railway Museum

Bangor, Gwynedd. Open: Daily.
Rail Story

Ingrow, West Yorks. Open: Daily.
Tel: 01535 680425.
Shillingstone Station
Shillingstone, Dorset.

Open: Sat, Sun and Wed.

Tel: 01258 860696.

Somerset & Dorset Railway Trust
Washford, Somerset. Open: Weekends.
Tel: 01984 640869.

STEAM - Museum of the GWR
Swindon, Wilts. Open: Daily.

Tel: 01793 466646.

St Albans South Signalbox &
Museum

St Albans City station. Tel: 01727 863131.
Ulster Folk & Transport Museum
Cultra, Co Down. Open: Tues-Sun.

West Cumberland

Railway Museum

St Bees, Cumbria. Open: Monthly,

dates as per Facebook entry or email
petergrooke@btinternet.com

Yeovil Railway Centre

Yeovil Junction, Somerset.

n Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway
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HOME FLEET PLUS OUR GUEST STARRING
7822 FOXCOTE MANOR

BOOK TICKETS AT
WATERCRESSLINE.CO.UK

SOUTHERN SUBURBAN VETERANS
THE CENTENARY OF WW!

END OF SEASON GALA

10 & 11 NOVEMBER

TWO VISITING LOCOMOTIVES!

2-4-O0WT LSWR BEATTIE
30587

0-6-0T LB&SCRAIX CLASS
TERRIER 32678

Another first for Bitton as a Beattie has
never run on our metals. We extend our
thanks to our friends at the Bodmin &
Wenford Railway and the National Railway
Museum for making this visit possible.

This is the first time the Avon Valley
Railway has hosted a Terrier and the
first Southern Region engine to visit in
the last 20 years. Could it be the first
time a Terrier has come to Bristol?

Some of our home fleet will also be in
operation and enjoy Brake Van rides too.

With thanks to our friends at the Kent
& East Sussex Railway and the Terrier
Trust for making this visit possible.

0117 932 5538

www.avonvalleyrailway.org
Find us off the A431| halfway between Bristol and Bath: BS30 6HD

EVENTS

828 is owned by the CR828 Trust and operated by the Strathspey Railway Company

Photo Glynn Bates All locomotive are subject to availability and the SRPS, operators of the
Bo’ness & Kinneil Railway, reserve the right to change subject to operational requirements.

We'll keep your Isle of Man Railway
Adventure on Just the mght track!

vintage way to
discover the
Island’s wonderful
sights from just
£198pp

DATES TO WATCH
OUT FOR

MANX HERITAGE
TRANSPORT
FESTIVAL
25th - 29th July

ISLAND AT WAR
18th - 19th August

125TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE MANX
ELECTRIC RAILWAY
1st - 8th September

Plus loads of
amazing themed
dining trains running
throughout 2018

Victorian Steam - Electric Railways -
Horse Drawn Trams.

At Isle of Man Events, we’ll arrange all your
travel and accommodation - keeping the
brakes firmly on the price!

3 night stays in top quality accommodation from

ger duration trips available
s include Bed & Breakfast Accommodation
Return sea travel + 3/5/7 day Island Explorer ticket
Optional upgrades for access to numerous
historical sites
Unrivalled friendly, personal service at the end of a
phone
Prefer to Fly? Then our Breaks can be tailored
to include flights from a choice of UK airports.
For an unforgettable Isle of Man
Railways Holiday or Short Break
— it's time to climb aboard!

© 01624 664460
@ info@iomevents.com 'gc www.iomevents.com n

ISLE OF MAN

{EVENT SERVICES

LIMITED
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STAY A WHILE

S

Why not come and stay at Railway
Retreats in one of our converted
railway carriages located on the
beautiful Kent and East Sussex Border?

BR Mk.1 built (1962)

The Mk.1 carriage sleeps up to six people with

two double bedrooms, en suite, bunk room,
family bathroom with over bath shower, open plan
lounge/dining area and a kitchen with everything
you need. The carriage also offers you the best view
of the station, surrounding countryside and golden
sunsets from the elevated glass balcony.

NEW FOR 2018!

GWRTOAD Brake Van (Sleeps 2)
Fitted kitchen/dining area, double bedroom,

—— ||nn|&..i'j'_ gl

. B AIl our carriages are situated You don't even need to leave
Free SatTV, en suite shower room/WC, fully on the beautiful Kent and East the carriage to get the full
|nsulateq, double glazed and hea.te.d ~the fully . : =" B T Sussex border within Northiam  railway experience as the
glazed kitchen and balcony providing panoramic & : A Steam Railway Station, a steam trains will pull up at the
views of the station platform and Rother Valley. ey 4 working station. station just 20ft away!

Ammunition Wagon (Sleeps 2+2) Ty <% ' Station Road, Northiam, East Sussex, TN31 6QT

Double bedroom, sofa bed, shower room/WC, oA o
microwave, fridge, barbecue, individual garden, l . www.rallwayretreats.co.uk
fully insulated, double glazed and heated with great ”

views of the station platform. 07494 520867 / 01797 253850

HER‘ ’1 AGE

T'riE nrman TER STEAM NEWS MAGAZINE

DIGITAL
IS HEREL!...

# Download on the

¢ App Store

W HOW TO BECOME A GUARD ON THE SEVERN VA

W STANDARD 4 IN MAIN LINE CHARTER DEBUT ANDROID APP ON

» Coogle play

a Available on
kindle

www.mortons.co.uk/hr
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THE WELBECK HOTEL
HM-APW-RWW

No. 1
on Trip
Advisor

To advertise call
Andrew Bruce on
01507 529310 or Craig
Amess on
01507 529537

THE OLD LUGGAGE VAN
With a cosy woodburmer and a double bed,
the Old Luggage Van has all the
home comforts for a perfect winter retreat.

01503 230783 - Railholiday.co.uk

winter.break on the Settlé - Carlisle Line

One of the World’s
greatest railway journeys!

‘.‘4 écc_omr’vwﬁ'a'ﬁbn

Station Master’s House
at Ribblehead
Sleeps 4 (+2)
1
Kirkby Stephen Station
Two holiday lets, each sleeps 4
Great views of trains and fells @ Open all year e Full weeks o Long weekends e Mid-week breaks

For rates and availability call Rachel 01768 800 208 or visit
www.sandctrust.org.uk/stayatastation/

HEREFORDSHIRE SHROPSHIRE

The Station building [
sleeps 4 and the
Parcel Office sleeps 2
(6 people in total)

= Rowden Mill Station is near
Bromyard, in Herefordshire's
countryside

Views over the Wall Hills  Open all year Full weeks Long weekends Mld week breaks
For rates and availability, call 01885 482101 or visit:
www.rowdenmillstation.uk

NORTH YORK MOORS WORTH VALLEY

STAY A WHILE
CORNWALL ISLE OF MAN KENT & EAST SUSSEX

07434 520867 ( RAILWAY RETREATS

01797 253850

bookings@
ranlwayretreats co.uk

Recently converted, featuring fully
functional kitchen, two double
bedrooms, en-suite shower room,
family bathroom, bunk room, open
plan lounge and dining, central
heating, breath-taking balcony for
watching the train stop at the station
platform just 20ft away.

INEW/RORP20/18]

Fitted kitchen and c.iining.area,.doubl.e bedroom; Ffeesa{ TV, en-suite shower room/
WG, fully insulated, double glazed and heated. The fully glazed kitchen/diner area and
balcony gives a panoramic view of the station platform and surrounding Rother Valley.

Each wagon has double bedroom,
en-suite shower room/WC, microwave,
kettle, individual private gardens, fully

insulated, double glazed and heated for
those chilly winter months!

www.railwayretreats.co.uk

Ship Inn Lane, Highley Nr. Bridgnorth,
Shropshire WV16 6NU

RIVER
TEAM

In the heart of the Severn Valley, a selection of
six lodges and cottages sleeping 2-8+ people.

All our properties are just below the railway
line offering some excellent views of the trains.

Located between Highley Severn Valley Steam
Railway Station and the River Severn, you can
fish, walk or train spot to your heart’s desire.

07710000071 - 01562 777563
www.riversteamholidays.co.uk

WEST SOMERSET

RAILWAY COTTAGE and THE RAILWAY CARRIAGE

Comfortable lounges and restaurant.
Double rooms from £80,
Singles from £40, En-suite available.

Tel: 01535 644112

email brontehotel@btconnect.com www.bronte-hotel.co.uk

Quiet village location, a short walk from
Goathland station on the NYMR.
4 well appointed en-suite guest rooms,
inc ground floor room.
www.halmergrange.com
lo@halmergrange.com Tel: 01947 896176

Halmer Grange Bronte Hotel | &
Guest touse rarge | |Haworth YTB % * %
Goathland Guest-Hovse Short walk to K&WVR line, ample free parking.

views of West Somerset Railway
* THE RAILWAY COTTAGE - 3 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms, sleeping 6 in comfort
* Wood burning stove * 1 mile from great pub
* THE RAILWAY CARRIAGE - 2 bedrooms,
1 bathroom, sleeping 4 in comfort
BOTH HAVE: * Hot tubs * Wi-fi
*Plasma TVs etc * Allow well behaved dogs
* Enclosed gardens with views of the
Quantock Hills and Exmoor.

LAVENDER HILL HOLIDAYS
Tel: 01984 656622 * kate@lavenderhillholidays.co.uk
*www.lavenderhillholidays.co.uk
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EXPRESS GOODS

Contact Andrew Bruce on 01507 529310 - abruce@mortons.co.uk

BOOKS

NICK TOZER

RAILWAY BOOKS

RAILWAY BOOKS

BOUGHT AND SOLD
Free Railway Booksearch Service
155 Church Street, Paddock, Huddersfield, West Yorkshire HD1 4U]J

Shop open: Tue & Wed 11:00-17:00 + Thu 14:00-20:00
Tel: 01484 518159 (answer machine)
web: www.railwaybook.com email: nick@railwaybook.com

Telephone: 016

BILL HUDSON

TRANSPORT BOOKS

ww billhudsontranspartbooks.co.uk

Family run business stocking new and second hand railway books
You can browse our website or visit our shop, which is situated at Matlock Railway
Station in Derbyshire, where the Peak Rail steam train operates.

Station Yard, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3NA

Alan Cliff’s
RAILWAY BOOKS FOR
CHILDREN & ADULTS

Children - Reading Age 6 - 9yrs
Jack the Station Cat Takes a Holiday (all colour)
Jack the Station Cat and the Vanishing Lady (all colour)
Jack the Station Cat and the August Day (all colour)
Jack the Station Cat and the Snail Trail (all colour)
Jack the Station Cat Takes Charge (all colour)
Jack the Station Cat and the Midnight Mice (all colour)
Jack goes to School (all colour) -
Jack and the Lost Kittens (all colour) 7 Fach
Jack and the Great Little Trains Robbery (SR
Jackin a Signal Box 0?"9 itosliee‘s
Jack and the Tail's End Tickets £2850
Teens/Adults -
“Holy War” - The story of the last narrow-gauge
steam quarry engine to work in Wales £3.00
All above books post free - Books signed
Cheques payable to: Jack the Station Cat Ltd

38 Clifton Park Road, Rhyl LL18 4AW. Tel 01745 344963

www.jackthestationcat.co.uk
Trade Enquiries Welcome

RAILWAY BOOKS

RAILWAYANA

@ Middleton Press

EVOLVING THE ULTIMATE RAIL ENCYCLOPEDIA

Rare and out of print
5,000+ to view at

www.nigelbirdbooks.co.uk
01974 821281

BATTERDALE

BOOKS

We buy and sell British & overseas
railway books. Also bus, tram,
steam traction & canal books.
Thousands of titles are always

available on our web site.
Field House, 9A School Lane,
Heslington, York YO10 5EE.
Web: www.batterdalebooks.co.uk
Tel: 01904 870 869

Railway & Transport Books

As one of the UK’s leading dealers in quality
secondhand & antiquarian transport and related
books, we are always interested in buying good

quality collections — books, timetables, ephemera,
photos, slides, negatives, posters etc., relating to
Railways/Trams/Buses/Lorries/Shipping/Aviation.

UK, Irish & Overseas

UBLISHED! 2

MANSFIELD T0
DONCASTER

via Shirebook and Shireoaks

- Recently Published -
DISS TO NORWICH
CHESTERFIELD TO LINCOLN
PEEBLES LOOP
Albums £18.95 FREE P&P (UK) MAIL ORDER

SUPERB QUALITY REPRODUCTION
TOTEMS, (FULL OR HALF FLANGED)
TARGETS, DOOR PLATES & PLATFORM SIGNS
VITREOUS ENAMEL FINISH
Any name - any region, supplied to order
Suitable for indoor or outdoor locations.
Wide range of vinyl coach and loco signs
including BR crests and other logos.
Full details and mail order on our website
www.tracksideltd.co.uk

middlet
Easebourne Lane, Midhurst. GU29 9AZ
T: 01730 813169 E: sales@middletonpress.co.uk

STEEL BUILDINGS

HEAVY DUTY STEEL

BUILDINGS

¢ Extremely cost effective

¢ Workshops/Garaging/Storage

¢ Widths from 20ft to 70ft

¢ Unlimited Lengths

4 Buildings to BS 5950

4 Finance available

L.uuulm nllllnuu

’||| l\l\l“

Tel:
01709 578333

BLUELINE BUILDINGS LIMITED

e: sales@bluelinebuildings.co.uk * www.bluelinebuildings.co.uk

J.u-m‘.-

enson <&

Lubricants Limited. |1 Bistributer

www.kensonlubricants.com/product- category/rallway 0|Is/

(including foreign language titles).

We pay the top prices for quality material, will
collect UK wide, and no collection is too big for us!

We have around 15,000 transport books in
stock, many of which can be seen at our shop in
Felixstowe (along with 30,000 other books).

61 Cobbold Road, Felixstowe IP11 7BH

www.bottbooks.com
e: bottsbooks@btinternet.com t: 01394 270717
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EVENTS FOR SALE

BUS/RAIL
COLLECTORS FAIR

Pudsey Civic Hall, Leeds
Saturday 27th Oct 2018
Over 100 STALLS

10am to 3pm - Admission £2
Free vintage bus service

Enquiries to Barry Rennison
0113 2363695
Email: rennison @cc-email.co.uk
Website: www.samuelledgardsociety.org.uk

MANUFACTURERS OF
HIGH QUALITY

RAILWAY
REPRODUCTIONS

IN BRASS AND ALUMINIUM
THE RANGE INCLUDES:-
Steam Locomotives

nameplates, train headboards, builders plates, shed

plates, smoke box number plates and many more.
For catalogue and price list please send 2 1st class

stamps to:- PROCAST (DEPT HR), Netherfield

Mills, Bradford Road, Cleckheaton BD19 3JP
Tel: 01274 871111
Email: procastco@aol.com

* PROCAST

Website: www.procast.co.uk




I WANTED

RECALLING THE ARCHIVE
GREAT DAYS OF STEAM VIDEOS FOR
STEAM THE ENTHUSIAST

Vol.218 1960’s Iberian Railway Holidays No.1
With the steam declining rapidly in the UK, Jim Clemens decided that summer family holidays should be taken in Iberia. This volume
covers the rail scene in Spain and Portugal between 1965 and 1969.
The first holiday was at Sitges, south of Barcelona. In addition to modern traction, a Hungarian-built Ganz diesel railcar from 1936 is
seen on an Inter-City working. Working steam included 4-6-0s, 2-8-0s, and even 4-6-2 Garratts on shed. We travel along the Reus to
Salou road-side tramway in coaches made at Loughborough! Barcelona and its tram system are also visited.
The summer of 1966 found the family on the Costa Blanca. The ESA narrow-gauge system is covered along the coast through
Benidorm to Denia. The British-built Alcoy and Gandia narrow gauge line is visited and included Isle-of-Man looking 2-6-2Ts. We see
the Alicante tram system that closed in 1969 and visit Alicante broad-gauge engine shed, while the now-closed Benalua terminus
included an 1880'w 0-6-0 as station pilot. More Garratts are seen at La Encina and Jativa.
Northern Portugal was the destination in both 1967 and 1968 (1968 only in this volume). The broad-gauge includes Viana do Castello
and the Douro Valley line. The extensive narrow gauge system still operated much steam and we include rush hour at Oporto
Trindade, Boa Vista (including trams) and Sernada do Vouga. We see 2-6-0Ts from the 1880s, impressive 2-8-2Ts from the 1930s, 0-4-4-
0 Mallets, and even the asymetric 2-4-6-0 Mallets.
The base in 1969 was Tarragona. By this time the Garratts had been concentrated here; watch them on freight workings to Reus and
Lerida. The Madrid passenger service at Lerida was still steam worked and we see 2-8-2s, 4-8-0s, plus the giant 4-8-2s. More steam is
seen at Mora La Neuva, even the 4,000hp Spanish version of a‘Warship' The Reus to Salou line is again visited and we see some of
the Tarragona to Reus trolleybuses.
Filmed in colour, a commentary plus sound track complement this look at the railways of Iberian between 1965 an 1969.

Running time: 85 minutes DVD £19.75 (Post Free)
B&R VIDEO PRODUCTIONS (HR)
THE OLD SMITHY, UFFINGTON, Nr SHREWSBURY, SHROPSHIRE SY4 4SN VisA
TEL: 01743 709680 Free catalogue available. Trade enquiries welcome. | — |

www.bandrvideos.co.uk

/& ;. Supergears

part of Swallownest

130 High

Engineering Ltd. Street
¢ Gear Cutting of all types Redcai’
¢ Conventional and CNC Milling up '
to 7 tonnes Cleveland

Gear Grinding
Slotting, Sawing, Drilling and

Stottin Redcar Models
B o R 1 & Hobbies

metres swing over saddle and

maximum turning length of StOCking a wide range
4 metres between centres Of :00: railways

Unit 6 * Nine Trees Trading Estate

e g by Bachmann, Hornby,

Tele o 8 Tataaa 12 Peco and Gaugemaster

email info@swallownestgroup.com A/ P .
'so Model Kits and Diecasts and
www.swallownestgroup.com . ‘
group all other modelling accessories

RAILWAY BENCHES FREF PARKING FOR THE FIRST HOUR

GWR T: 01642 494 912
E: andrewnpaton@ntlworld.com
BENCHES Ltd

info@gwrbenches.co.uk 01608 674650
www.gwrbenches.co.uk

| MADE INENGLAND |

{ " Order now for GUARANTEED |
Christmas delivery
Railway Benches available in U:Itte ? 4" hg:rtt'ﬂgs’t’
4ft, 6ft and 8ft. Melton Mowbray, Leics. LE13 TNL
Suitable for the Garden or 01664 569457

Heritage Railway Stations.

RAILWAYANA

BARRY JONES

Wanted Railway Publicity,

info@atenlighting.co.uk
www.atenlighting.co.uk

HAWKINS INSPECTION
b/w photographs, timetables, SERVICES LTD

posters, maps and other

official items. W Boiler inspections carried out
Model railway items always sought. to current regulations

28 Marine Crescent, Worthing BN12 4JF i :
Tel: 01903 244655 Mobile: 07947 100711 W AnnualifSREetions
Email: barryjones28@virginmedia.com B Repairs assessed & overseen

B AIBI Member

W Specialist in heritage plant,
rivetted boilers, loco type
boilers, air receivers
workshop & loco

B Modern plant also catered for

T: 01243 554623 M: 07872 903401
www.boiler-inspector.co.uk

office@boiler-inspector.co.uk

Have You Any

GREAT WESTERN RAILWAYANA

THAT You WisH To SELL
CAB SIDES AND NAMEPLATES

ESPECIALLY WOULD BE WONDERFUL

Please call GUY COLLISTER
(in confidence)

on 07926 360544 or 01285 861378

| ENGINEERING MODELS

PADDINGTON TICKET AUCTIONS

CHRIS DICKERSON & BRIAN MOAKES
3 MALLARD CLOSE PICKERING NORTH YORKSHIRE YO 18 8TF
The market leaders in the auction of old railway tickets, bus and tram

tickets, luggage labels and railway letter and parcel stamps.
OUR NEXT AUCTION IS ON

SATURDAY 21 JULY 2018
at The Royal National Hotel, Russell Square London WC1H 0JX
at 11:00 (viewing from 08:00)

Including tram and bus tickets from the collections of the late Graham Page, Peter Mitchell
and others also significant railway tickets from the late Gordon Fairchild collection
We are now accepting items in all categories for this and subsequent events. Contact
us now for a speedy valuation and advice on how to enter your collection for auction.
A colour illustrated catalogue of at least 500 lots will be published on our website at
www.paddingtonticketauctions.co.uk at least two weeks before the auction.
If you require a printed copy please send your name and address to
padtickets@aol.com or speak to uson 01751 474155 or 07703 350045

(RRITVTAYATICKETS

The older the better
British & overseas, travel & platform
Established collector purchases
interesting collections
lan Gardner, Little Tile House,

Nightingales La’ne., Chal.font St Giles, 01 507 5293 1 0

To advertise call

Andrew Bruce on

KBucks HP8 4SL Tel: 01494 762952

Newton Replicas

Britain’s Leading Nameplate Manufacturer

Tel 0115 958 8219 » Mobile 07857 701612

Unit 1, Millview Court, Newark Street, Nottingham, NG2 4PS
E: sales@newtonreplicas.com ¢ W: www.newtonreplicas.com

A. Wright & Son Ltd "

MADE IN SHEFFIELD
LAND

A. Wright & Son Limited, -
158 Charles Street, Sheffield S1 2NE
Tel: 0114 272 2677 Fax: 0114 278 7157

www.penknives-and-scissors.co.uk

Railways
Buses

DEREK’S TRANSPORT BOOKS

All Transport Subjects Covered
www.derekstransportbooks.com
Over 8000 Books in Stock on-line

A Based in the New Forest
Shipping Est. 1995
Commercial

Original Specifications
Repairs & Bespoke Design
New bUlld or rerrbS efg Mldlﬂnd

GWR or any new lamp from phoros
Brackets and columns etc.

01484 456 456
email: 456@metroheritage.com

For Railway ﬂ
Surplus Clothing,
F il OutdooTs Hats and Accessories
38 Comberton Hill, Kidderminster, Worcestershire DY10 1QN
See our website or pay us a visit (closed Wednesday & Sunday)

01562 863464 sales@surplusandoutdoors.com
www.surplusandoutdoors.com Quote RAIL10 to receive 10% discount
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THE MONTH AHEAD

The autumn gala season is here

By Gareth Evans

EVENTS aimed at enthusiasts are not in
short supply in October and Friday to
Sunday, October 12-14 would appear to
be‘the'weekend when it's all happening,
with galas at the Bluebell, Llangollen,
North Norfolk and Swanage railways.
Celebrating 70 years since the 1948
Locomotive Exchange Trials, the autumn
steam gala on the Swanage Railway will
bring together classes of locomotive
that were involved in British Railways’

experiment to examine steam from
across the country on a variety of work.
In addition to its home fleet, the SR will
be operating visiting locomotives that
ran on the Southern Region during
1948, and those that were subsequently
inspired by these tests. Visiting LMS
Princess Coronation Class No. 6233
Duchess of Sutherland will certainly
make a fine sight on the Purbeck line.
Bluebell's three-day Giants of Steam
weekend will also offer popular
locomotives, with visiting Gresley A4

Pacific No. 60009 Union of South Africa
and LNER Thompson Class B1
No. 61306 Mayflower.

Dubbed‘Along Cambrian Lines 2, the
theme for Llangollen’s autumn steam
gala will be rekindling memories of Mid
& North Wales standard gauge railways.
Two appropriate visitors are Severn
Valley-based pannier No. 7714 and Great
Central-based 2MT 2-6-0 No. 46521.

The North Norfolk Railway’s annual
Steam Gala is now also taking place that
weekend, having been postponed in

National
Collection

owned No. 60103
Flying Scotsman
continues to draw
inthe crowds on
its travels. The

A3 completed
two operating
stints at the East
Lancs Railway
over the August
Bank Holiday

and September
5-8.The popular
locomotive is seen
passing Townsend
Fold on August 25.
It’s next heritage
line appearance
willbe at the
Nene Valley
Railway between
September 29 and
October 1, tickets
for which have
sold out.

ANDREW

@ DENNISON

early September due to the fire risk from
the summer’s dry conditions.

Modern traction is not forgotten
- a highlight being the Nene Valley’s
diesel weekend. In addition to visiting
locomotives, attractions with a
difference include the use of the Kof
shunter on passenger trains and what is
believed to be a unique opportunity to
travel on the TASC track machine.

Heritage Railway will be covering
these and other events over the
coming month.

October
1: Nene Valley Railway: Flying
Scotsman

4-7: Great Central Railway: Autumn
Steam Gala

5-7: Ffestiniog Railway: Victorian
Weekend H

Soak up the nostalgia and sample travelling
in the immaculately restored period carriages,
hauled by fine locomotives. Passenger, mixed
and freight trains will be in operation.

Issue 247 is out on
October 19, 2018.

Catch up with the latest
news, views and great
features every four weeks.
106 Heritagerailway.co.uk

6: Gwili Railway: End of Season Gala ll
An intensive timetable to culminate the

line’s 40th anniversary celebrations. All the
operational home fleet is due to see action,
plus a demonstration freight train.

6, 7: Apedale Valley Railway: Diesel
Delights l

6, 7: Cholsey & Wallingford Railway:
Wartime Weekend

6, 7: Lavender Line: Miniature Steam
Traction Engine & Classic Car Rally

6, 7: Statfold Barn Railway:

Statfold AtWar ll

The home fleet will be joined by appropriate
ex-War Department Light Railways 4-6-0Ts -
Baldwin No. 778 from Leighton Buzzard and
Hunslet No. 303 from Apedale.

7:West Lancashire Light Railway:
Working Engines Gala

12-14: North Norfolk Railway Annual
Steam Gala

12-14: Bluebell Railway: Giants of
Steam Gala ll

Starring Gresley A4 No. 60009 Union of South
Africaand Thompson B1 No. 61306 Mayflower.

KEY B Major or featured galas

12-14: Llangollen Railway: Autumn
Steam Galall

Memories of Mid & North Wales standard

gauge railways will be rekindled in‘Along

Cambrian Lines 2!

12-14: North Yorkshire Moors Railway:
Railways in Wartime

12-14: North Norfolk Railway Autumn
Steam Gala

12-14: Nene Valley Railway: Autumn
Diesel Gala ll l

Visiting locomotives confirmed are

Nos. 31162, 20059 and 50008 Garcia Hanson.

12-14: Swanage Railway: Autumn
Steam Gala ll

LMS Princess Coronation Class No. 6233
Duchess of Sutherland will visit as part of the
theme of celebrating 70 years since the 1948
Locomotive Exchange Trials.

13, 14: Royal Deeside Railway: End of
Season Gala

19-21: East Lancashire Railway:
Autumn Steam Galall

The all-steam home fleet locomotives will be
supplemented by what the ELR promises to
be’special guests’hauling passenger services.

M Diesel and/or electric galas

19-21: Mid Hants Railway: Autumn
Steam Galall

First guest locomotive confirmed is No. 7822
Foxcote Manor, with more expected to follow.

21: Amberley Museum: Autumn
Industrial Trains ll

Steam, diesel, petrol and battery locos in
operation — plus demonstration runs with the
Road Machines contractors'monorail.

27,28: Romney Hythe & Dymchurch
Railway: End of Season Parade

29 - Nov 3: Crich Tramway Village:
Starlight Spectacular ll

The week when CTV is illuminated and the
trams run into the early evening.

RAILWAYANA

October
6: Great Northern Railwayana Auctions,
Poynton

7:Bristol Railwayana Auctions, Stoke
Gifford

27: Paddington Ticket Auctions, central
London

27:Transport Auctions of London, Croydon

B Thomas or family event

n Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway



GREAT CENTRAL AUCTIONS

Central location with ample
parking, on-site hotel,
catering and bar.
Email:enquiries@gcrauctions.co.uk

Telephone: 01327 263633
01327 262193

AN AUCTION AT THE

ROYAL SHOWGROUND
STONELEIGH PARK
WARWICKSHIRE

1sT DECEMBER 2018
& 2ND MARCH 2019

Sold £9,000
WE NOW INVITE ENTRIES FOR THE ABOVE SALE -6 fessi
Following our highly successful sale in September, we now welcome entries for our ! ull-time Professional

Sold £10.000 future sales to be held on 1st December 2018 and 2nd March 2019. With over 3,000 Staff with over 20
0 ‘ (it collectors on our mailing list, we can guarantee maximum exposure for items entered in Years’ Experience
Collection Service our auctions.
Available We provide comprehensive advertising in this and other specialist magazines and on the

web. In dealing with specialist railwayana auctioneers you will benefit from the highest
prices, avoid the uncertainty of selling privately or on line and know that your property .
is being handled by experts with an intimate knowledge of this specialist field. In certain  PosT OFFICE
cases we can arrange collection of auction entries.
Our sales are held in a spacious, modern venue with free parking, bar and catering and M’B\-
railwayana sales stands. Catalogues are available a fortnight before each sale, free on " .‘
application. These sales contain a wide cross-section of material reflecting every aspect
Sold §,2,400 of railway operations.
We offer everything from main line nameplates, works and number plates to stations Sold &520
Class 50 h ; . . . : . ()
signs, lamps and signalling equipment. We aim to include a variety of rare and unusual
material, not merely based on value but on interest and rarity. You will find railwayana to
RODWELL suit all budgets and pockets.
FOR ENTRY DETAILS PHONE FOR AN INFORMAL CHAT OR WRITE TO THE ADDRESS BELOW
Sold £80
Steam and Diesel Locomotive Nameplates, Worksplates, Builder’s Plates, Smokebox Number Plates, Sold £2,800
GWR Cabside Numberplates, Totem Station Signs, Station Direction Signs, Signal Line Tablets, Extensive and
Wagonplates, Loco Whistles, Station Lamps (wall or post mounted), Signalbox Instruments (blocks, bells, P ; t Monthl
repeaters, train describers token/tablet instruments, others), Signalbox Diagrams (framed/unframed) O PRVRLXEY . _on Y
Signal Lever Description Plates (naming locations or with unusual wordings) Advertlsmg
Description Plates from block shelves Signal Post Finials
or instruments with locations Platfo?'n S?:?qtssw'th Clognitany)Name B LAl
Inc. quirrel Fattern
Staffs (brass, steel, wooden) Foreign Builder's/Worksplates NETHERFIELD

- - E - v
TISBURY

Platform Ticket Machines
.SOId £1,050 Clocks and Watches Handlamps AND COLWICK
Highest Catalogue Carriage Prints (landscapes & Armbands (enamel or brass)
Circulation 3000+ advertising) Badges (inc. BR totem/fishtail)
Railway Office Equipment Door Plates (cast iron/enamel inc. BR) Sold £1,250

(inc. brass handstamps, Posters, Silverware

paperweights)
Signalbox Nameboards (cast iron/
wood/enamel)
Loco Headboards from Named Trains
and Carriageboards

Listing of Entries in this
Key Tokens (brass or alloy) .
Seat Back Names (cast/enamel) and many other magazines
Shedcode Plates
Bridge Number Plates
Target Signs (SR/LMS/LT)
Industrial Name/ Worksplates

Solé£1,050 | L « ms S.UADRON

= Sold £30,000
BROCKHOLES DIESEL AND ELECTRIC NAMEPLATES
y We are always keen to include Nameplates from modern traction and offer a specialist
selection of such items in each auction. There is an ever growing interest in Nameplates,
Sold £620 Works Plates and Depot Plaques, not only from 1960s Locomotives but also more modern
100% of Entries cast aluminium / reflective Nameplates. We are keen to include all types of modern traction
Illustrated in Full Colour plates and are particularly seeking examples from English Electric Class 40s, Peaks,

D600/D800 Class Warships, Westerns, Class 47s, Class 50s and Deltics.
J--'-"'"-_'_._______-_'—“"'--.._

Sold £2,000
Professionally managed
website promoting your

entries

Sold £2,000

Sold £19,000 =

WE WELCOME SIMILAh ITEMS FOR
ENTRY IN OUR NEXT SALE. CATALOGUES ARE
AVAILABLE A FORTNIGHT BEFORE EACH SALE, SEND
OR PHONE FOR YOUR FREE COMPLIMENTARY CATALOGUE NOW!
Valuations for insurance and probate, impartial advice on selling or buying railwayana.
GREAT CENTRAL RAILWAYANA LTD

INCORPORATING SHEFFIELD RAILWAYANA AUCTIONS & RAILWAYANA NET

Sold £3,500 14, SCHOOL STREET, WOODFORD HALSE, DAVENTRY, NORTHANTS, NN11 3RL
TEL: 01327 263633 _(MONDAY TO FRIDAY 10.00 - 5.00)

Pz =" =S
BUILTH WELLS REDCAR CENTRAL KESWICK
B oao e

Sold £4,200 Sold £1,800 Sold £4,600

BOND STREET

DUNDEE

SOId £1 200
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The Antipodean ~
Departs 9 February 2019 - 23 Days from £6,300pp

Journey across Australia and New Zealand through awe inspiring landscapes on
some of the world’s most famous and iconic trains. Discover the charm of the
cities, the beauty of the scenery and the vibrancy of two modern Asian destinations,
Singapore and Hong Kong. This is a journey that will fulfil ‘holiday of a lifetime’
aspirations.

+ Guided sightseeing tours in Singapore and Hong Kong

* The Legendary Ghan in Gold Class

* Puffing Billy Steam Railway

* Waitomo Glow Worm Caves

* The Northern Explorer from Hamilton to Wellington

* Interislander Ferry

* A return trip on the TranzAlpine

* Time to explore in Darwin, Adelaide, Sydney, Auckland & Christchurch

>
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Japan - Trains, Trams & Cherry Blossom ~
Departs 19 March 2019 - 19 Days from 4,995pp

A comprehensive tour taking in some new railways, tram networks and destinations
which Ffestiniog Travel has not visited before. This holiday coincides with Japan’s
famous Cherry Blossom season which is certainly worth seeing. From the buzz of
Tokyo to the historic town of Chichibu and scenic Amanohashidate we journey by
vintage tram, steam engine and bullet train.

%+ Sightseeing in Tokyo, Nikko, Kanazawa, Osaka and Okinawa

* Scenic rail journey along the popular Shonan Coast

*» Travel by steam on the Tobu Railway

* Explore the tram routes of Tokyo, Toyama, Takaoka, Fukui and Osaka
* Nikko - UNESCO World Heritage Site

* Osaka Castle and Park during Cherry Blossom season

* Amanohashidate — one of Japan’s three greatest views

* Sub tropical island of Okinawa

>
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Planning a Rail Holiday of a Lifetime in 20192 ~ Book Now!

Indian Hill Railways ~
Departs 17 February 2019 - 21 Days from £5,150pp

Another opportunity to join our successful annual tour to India and ride the three
magnificent railways that served the former British Hill Stations. New to this tour is
a visit to the wonderful Mudamalai Wildlife Reserve to see its famous elephants.

2

¢ Private Heritage carriage on Kalka Shimla Railway

* Private steam charter - Shimla to Shoghi

* Taj Mahal & Red Fort

*» 2 Private steam charters on DHR

* Journey on the ‘Joy Train’

* Delhi Railway Museum & DHR Museum

* Workshop visits on Kalka Shimla & DHR

» Amritsar, Shimla, Delhi, Darjeeling & Ooty

* Atari-Wagah Frontier, Golden Temple, India Gate, & Mudamalai Wildlife
Sanctuary

>
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Book Online at www.ffestiniogtravel.com

Call 01766 512400; Email info@ffestiniogtravel.co.uk
Award winning Rail Tour Operator

_/\- Ffestiniog Travel

ALWVER
BRITISH
TRAVEL

AWARD! ,
RUNNER UP )

BEST RAIL
HOLIDAYS COMPANY
* SMALL %

Ffestiniog Travel is owned by a charitable trust and profits go to support the world famous Ffestiniog and Welsh Highland Railways
~ every booking helps preserve the railways ~




