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Dereham perseverance pays off

I
T is truly heartening in a yearwhenweare

commemoratinghalf a century since theendofBR

main line steamhaulage, to see thatmodeof traction

inching forward to reclaimyetmore lost territory.

I first visited theMid-Norfolk Railway21years ago,

andwhile at that stage it ranover a comparatively

short lengthandhadonlydiesels onoffer, thehuge

potentialwas clear.

Itwas typical ofwhatwedubbedaNewGeneration

Line, abreedofheritage railwayoperationwhich took

off basically becausea redundant linewas available

and reasonably intact. Unlikeother lines in theheritage

sectorportfolio, such revival schemesdidnothave

thebenefit of beingable tobuy steam locomotives

straightoutof BR service, or even fromtheby-then-

closedBarry scrapyard, and sowould struggle tohave

instantmass tourist appeal, relyingon second-hand

diesel traction.

However, despitegrowingup in the shadowof far

longer-established lines, theMid-Norfolk slowlybut

surelybattledon to reopenall theway fromDereham

to themain line link atWymondham, andhas in recent

years regularly seen steameither visit or behired in.

It is now turning its attention to its northern reaches,

for long thedomainofworks trains or anoccasional

excursion.Historywasmadewith the first steam

passenger train toWorthingCrossing, 3.8miles from

Dereham, a length longenough tobeaheritage line

by itself, and somewhat reminiscent of the4.75mile

Keighley&WorthValley Railway,which alsomarks its

own50th anniversary this year.Thewill is certainly

there, and fromwhat I have seen, theMNRhas all the

potential to take its place among theother bigplayers.

Disappointing, however, hasbeen thedecisionof the

HeritageLottery Fund to turndownagrant application

for aNational RailwayMuseumscheme for the second

time in sixmonths.

Over thepast twodecades, the Lotteryhasbeen

oneof thebiggestbenefactors to the sector, its

strategically-placedgrantsmaking countlesshitherto

impossibleprojectspossible.
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Now,however, it has seen fit to refuse£9.5million

funding towards theNRM-backed scheme tobuild

anewnational-standardmuseumat LeicesterNorth

on theGreatCentral Railway, and todecline a£13.4

milliongrant towards theplanned£50million

expansionof theYorkmuseum itself.

The50th anniversary of the endof steamwould

havebeen the ideal opportunity to launchboth

theseprojectswithmajor grant aid funding.The

Leicester schemewouldhaveprovideda home for

manyNational Collection artefacts at the endof a

uniquedouble-trackedheritage railway, in a central

locationwell servedby the roadnetwork andhugely

accessible.

Expanding theYorkmuseum, adefinitivehub

of the sector,wouldhaveallowed it togobeyond

showcasing itsworld-beating collectionofhistoric

locomotives and rolling stock, andhaveallowed

thousandsofdocuments and relics in its archives togo

ondisplay for thebenefit andeducationof thepublic.

I recently visited theNRM’smarvellous SearchEngine

facility, now in its 10th year, andwithinminuteswas

able toholdadrawing (seepage23) of oneofRichard

Trevithick’s first locomotives,whichof course kickedoff

the steamage.Howmanyotherworld-classmuseums

canoffer such facilities?

Theexpansionprogrammewouldhaveallowed

manymoreartefacts like this tohavebeenexhibited.

Notone trickbut two seems tohavebeenmissedhere

by theLottery, and I sincerelyhope that inboth cases

alternative fundingcanbe found, orwewill all be the

losers.

In themeantime, Imust thankLady JudyMcAlpine

for themagnificent and touchingmemorial service

at FawleyHill for her latehusband, railwaymega-

benefactor SirWilliamMcAlpine,with themany

heartfelt speeches and readings fromkey sector

members.Once-in-a-lifetimeheroesof steamheritage

likehimare irreplaceable.
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Worth its weight in gold!
On June 29, 1968, the Keighley

&Worth Valley Railway started

public services, in doing so giving

an unprecedented boost to the

revivalist sector, in a summer in

which one door closed and another

opened, writes Robin Jones.
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Katie debuts at Ravenglass
Fifteen inches was considered the

minimum practical gauge for a

full-size, as opposed to a miniature,

steam locomotive. Mark Smithers

recounts the story of a pioneering

engine of this gauge that barely

survived but has returned to steam.

Museum on themove
An unusual claim for any museum:

The origins, its collection and

the achievements of the Vintage

Carriages Trust over the last 50 years

are explored by Rodney Towers on a

visit to Ingrow,West Yorkshire.



WRHawksworth0-6-0PTNo.9466
approachesHoecrossingbetween
WorthingandDerehamonSaturday,
May19witha special to celebrate the
opening toWorthing. STEVE TWEED/MNR

CharlieRobinson, chairmanof theMNR,welcomesguestsback toDereham

stationafter the special run toWorthing crossingonMay19.

GEORGE SAVILLE/MNR

Right:Here

at last! The

crewofClass

04 shunter

D2334 stand

atWorthing

crossingafter

makinghistory

with theMay

18VIP special

reopening

train from

Dereham.

JAMES

GARTHWAITE/

MNR

Steam reclaims
more territory 
in Mid-Norfolk
By Robin Jones

IN the year when the nation is 

commemorating the 50th anniversary 

of the end of BR standard gauge steam 

haulage, the Mid-Norfolk Railway has 

opened the latest length of its new 

northern extension.

On Friday, May 18, Dennis Howell’s WR 

0-6-0PT No. 9466, which in recent years 

has made the surviving section of the 

GER Wells-next-the-Sea branch a second 

home, top and tailed a special inaugural 

train of invited guests from Dereham 

station to the level crossing at Worthing, 

which lies north of the previous limit of 

special train operations at Hoe.

The outbound train was hauled to 

Worthing by Class 04 D2334 and headed 

back to Dereham by steam.

Further trains were run over the 

extension during the following weekend. 

On some of them, the 04 was paired with 

a DMU trailer car and No. 9466 was back 

in action on others.

The railway does not plan at this 

stage to extend its regular timetabled 

services on the 11½-mile Dereham to 

Wymondham section to Worthing, but 

will run passenger trains there on gala 

days and other special occasions. The 

distance from Dereham to Worthing is 

3.8 miles – longer than many of the UK’s 

smaller standard gauge heritage lines.

The big goal here is North Elmham, 

which the railway hopes to be able to run 

to in 2020, the 25th anniversary of the 

formation of the heritage line. Already 

works trains have reached the level 

crossing gates on the far side of the road 

from North Elmham station.

Passenger services over the route from 

Wymondham to Wells-next-the-Sea 

ended in 1964. Part of the northernmost 

section of the route is occupied by 

the 10¼in gauge Wells & Walsingham 

Light Railway.

The Mid-Norfolk Railway Preservation 

Trust formed in 1995 through the 

merger of the campaign groups and 

organisations that had been trying to 

restore passenger services over the route 

since 1974. For most of its early years, 

the MNR was a diesel-only operation, 

and still does not have a resident steam 

locomotive of its own, but in more recent 

times it has seen high-profile visits from 

main line engines and has hired-in others 

for its high season.

The MNR has said in the past that one 

day it hopes to extend into Fakenham, 

but officially its ultimate current goal is a 

restored County School station, which it 

currently runs. First, however, it must lay a 

missing mile of track to get there.

The separate Norfolk Orbital Railway 

scheme has the objective of extending 

both the north Norfolk Railway and MNR 

so that they link up at Fakenham, thereby 

forming a circular rail route through 

the county.

The MNR is appealing for volunteers 

to act as guards, crossing keepers and 

station staff. 

Anyone interested is invited to visit 

www.mnr.org.uk/volunteering

6 Heritagerailway.co.uk Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway
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Locomotiveowner JohnSavery (right) andengineerGeoff Phelpswith thenew

boiler at theFlourMill.BILL PARKER

Tornado: July date set for 
swift return to service
ByCedric Johns

FOLLOWING Peppercorn A1 Pacific

No. 60163Tornado’s failure while

hauling the 90mph‘Ebor Flyer’on April

14, investigations have continued and

are now drawing to a close in readiness

for the locomotive’s swift return to the

main line.

Its builder and owner,The A1 Steam

LocomotiveTrust, said that it will publish

an update on key findings.

Although the investigation is

being treated as a priority, repairs are

proceeding, the trust said, adding that

it is grateful to suppliers who have

responded quickly by manufacturing

new components for the locomotive,

and to Locomotive Services Limited –

and its supremo Jeremy Hosking – for

the loan of components obtained from

the overhaul of A2 No. 60532BluePeter

to help speed repairs.Thanks were also

given to DB Cargo for its support in

carrying out the investigation.

It is anticipated that repairs will be

completed in June to enable running-in

activities to begin and a main line test

run arranged. Assuming that all goes

well, the engine will pick up its diary in

July, beginning with the RAF100 trip

from Lincoln to London on July 10.

Operations director Graeme

Bunker-James said:“We are pleased to

say that progress is positive in returning

Tornado to traffic.We apologise to those

who have had their plans disrupted

and hope that they will be able to travel 

behind the 4-6-2 very soon.”

Following the RAF100 trip the A1

heads the London-Durham-Newcastle 

‘Talisman’on Saturday, July 21, the

return journey being hauled by Class

55 Deltic D9009Alycidon.This train is

sold out.

On Sunday, July 29, the locomotive’s 

10th anniversary circulars offer a

lunchtime and evening trip from

Darlington aroundYorkshire.

Wednesday, August 1, sees another

10th anniversary train,‘The Mad Hatter’

departing Darlington forYork,Wakefield

and Chester.

‘The Bard of Avon’starts from

Manchester Piccadilly via Stockport,

Wilmslow and Crewe for Stratford-upon-

Avon, on Saturday, August 18.

On August Bank Holiday Monday,

August 27, the postponed‘Canterbury

Tale’gets away from Peterborough

calling at St Neots, Stevenage, Potters

Bar and Finsbury Park bound for

Canterbury and the Dover coastline.

Looking further ahead‘The Devonian’

departs Birmingham, calling at

Stourbridge Junction,Worcester and

Bristol before heading for Plymouth

via Dawlish.

On Saturday, September 29, the

postponed‘Ynys Mon’starts from East

Midlands and North Staffordshire

stations to the NorthWales coast.

‘The Auld Reekie’travels fromYorkshire

to Edinburgh on Sunday, October 7,

withAlycidonworking the return trip.

On December 1,‘The Christmas Border

Raider’departs from theWest Midlands

to the Carlisle Christmas market

travelling via the Settle and Carlisle line.

All profits raised by these trains will

go towards keeping No. 60163 on the 

main line.

Lottery grant to extend First World
War ield railway at Apedale Valley
THE Moseley RailwayTrust has

received £10,000 from the Heritage

Lottery Fund to extend itsWestern 

Front ield railway.

The third of the trust’s

award-winningTracks to the

Trenches events, which recreate the

Western Front in Staffordshire using

steam trains of the period, military

vehicles and re-enactors, will be held

at its ApedaleValley Light Railway

home on July 13-15, when the

extension will be completed.

The grant will also allow a visit to

Tracks to theTrenches by a draught

horse team and a field gun and

limber, and finally it will support a

visiting steam locomotive of a type

used on trench railways during the

FirstWorldWar.

There is also a sub-project to

recreate a wagon used for the

transportation of heavy artillery

pieces on 2ft gauge tracks. During 

the war the mud meant absolutely

everything was moved by rail –

including the largest guns.

Vanessa Harbar, head of HLFWest

Midlands, said: “The impact of the

FirstWorldWar was far reaching,

touching and shaping every corner

of the UK and beyond. HLF has

already invested more than £94

million to more than 1900 projects

– large and small – that are marking

this global centenary.With our small

grants programme, we are enabling

even more communities like those

involved inTracks to theTrenches

to explore the continuing legacy of

this conflict and help local young

people in particular to broaden their

understanding of how it has shaped 

our modern world.”

Details of theTracks to the

Trenches 2018 event are available

at www.ww1-event.org

Advance tickets are now on sale.

Award for tram museum 
to highlight engineer
THE NationalTramway Museum has

been awarded £74,500 from AIM Biffa

Award for a new permanent exhibition

‘Holroyd Smith – Electrifying the Future’.

The History Makers scheme funds

museums to create new exhibitions

that will inspire the public through the

lives and achievements of extraordinary

historical figures. It is managed by the

Association of Independent Museums

and Biffa Award, a multi-million pound

fund that helps to build communities

and transform lives through

awarding grants to communities and

environmental projects.

The exhibition will explore the life,

inspiration and inventions of Michael

Holroyd Smith, pioneer in electric

traction and versatile electrical and

mechanical inventor. Smith is little

known, except for his invention of the

first electric street tramway in 1885, but

the Crich museum’s archives show that

Holroyd Smith should be recognised for

much more than this. Smith influenced

many other pioneers in the scientific

and engineering worlds. His inventions 

included a very early automobile and he

was experimenting with flight as early 

as 1879.

The exhibition will also look

at practical problem solving in

engineering, with displays and

interactive activities aimed at families

and school groups, as well as exploring 

career pathways in the modern

engineering world.

The Derbyshire museum’s Holroyd

Smith Collection contains over 1000

items that are currently only available

to researchers.The project will allow the

museum to make more of this collection

accessible to the public through the

exhibition in the Great Exhibition Hall, 

alongside‘Century ofTrams’.

Curator LauraWaters said:“The

collection we have gives a fascinating

look into the mind of Michael Holroyd

Smith, his inventions and engineering

skills to solve problems.

“As our pioneer of electric tramways in

this country, we know his story well, and

now we’re looking forward to sharing 

that with many more people.”

T3 dismantling under way
THE Flour Mill workshops at Bream

in the Forest of Dean have begun the

exploratory dismantling of the Swanage

Railway’s LSWRT3 4-4-0 No. 563 to see

if the former National Collection engine

can be returned to steam.

Staff at the market-leading expert

in the restoration ofVictorian steam

locomotives have begun removing the

boiler cladding and unbolting pipework 

so the boiler can be lifted in June.

The 1893-built locomotive was 

controversially gifted to the Purbeck line

by the National Railway Museum, with

the strict condition that if the railway ever

finds it does not want it any longer, it has

to be offered back.

Meanwhile, the Flour Mill is building

what is believed to be the first big

standard gauge boiler built in the UK for

many years. It has been contracted to

build the boiler by John Savery, owner

of NeneValley Railway-based Polish Tkp 

0-8-0T No. 5485.

A‘PACER’DMU could be displayed at

the National Railway Museum when

the British Rail-era type is phased out in

2020, said director Judith McNicol.

The classes 140, 141, 142, 143 and

144 railbuses, a hybrid with a bus

body fitted on to a rail chassis, were

built between 1980-87 with a life 

expectancy of 20 years, but despite

constant derision from passengers,

who knew them as‘rattlers’, they are still

in regular use. They will be phased out

of main line service from this Christmas

and it is suspected that some might

find their way to heritage lines, while

others will be scrapped.

A ‘rattler’ for display in the NRM?

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. Heritagerailway.co.uk 7 



New-build Baldwin 2-4-2T Lyn sets off from Killington Lane on
Sunday, the second day of the Lynton & Barnstaple Railway’s spring
gala, with the four rebuilt original carriages. TONY NICHOLSON/LBR

ABOVE: The last train on the line, on 

September 29, 1935, headed by Lew 

and Yeo crossing the bridge over Dean 

Lane on to the section of trackbed just 

acquired by the Lynton & Barnstaple 

Railway Trust. RL KNIGHT/LBR

SVR ‘Black Five’ to star in 
special end of steam event
By Paul Appleton

STANIER ‘Black Five’ No. 45110, one of 

the stars of the end of steam ‘Fifteen 

Guinea Special’ on August 11, 1968, is 

to make a rare outdoor appearance 

as it takes part in the Severn Valley 

Railway’s ‘Last Days of Steam’ event on 

August 4, when it will be displayed at 

Kidderminster station.

The 1935-built former LMS machine is 

normally to be found on display inside 

the Engine House at Highley, where it 

has been on display since October 2013. 

It last steamed in 2008, on a six-month 

boiler ‘ticket’ extension, which allowed it 

to participate in the 40th End of Steam 

anniversary commemorative events, 

after which it went on display at Barrow

Hill roundhouse, before returning home 

to the SVR.

At one stage it was proposed that the 

celebrity ‘Black Five’ be overhauled in 

readiness for this year’s 50th anniversary 

of the end of BR main line steam, but with 

a long queue ahead of it in Bridgnorth 

works, and plenty of other ‘Black Fives’ 

currently in ticket, it has remained a 

static exhibit, although it is planned to 

start work on the Vulcan Foundry-built 

machine during the next few years.

Footplate crew gathering
Instead, its role in the SVR’s ‘Last Days 

of Steam’ event will be taken by sister 

locomotive, No. 45231 The Sherwood 

Forester, built by Armstrong Whitworth 

in 1936. It too lasted until the end of BR

steam, although it wasn’t in action on 

August 11, 1968. It was sold by BR straight 

into preservation at Carnforth and has 

recently joined Jeremy Hosking’s stable of 

locomotives at Crewe.

Main line-registered No. 45231 will 

be joining the SVR’s working stud of 

locomotives for the summer season and 

is expected to arrive in mid-July and be 

available to work trains through to late 

September, meaning it will also start 

in the railway’s big September 20-23 

autumn steam gala.

The SVR’s 1968 tribute event will also 

feature Ivatt 4MT 2-6-0 No. 43106 on 

service trains, marking 40 years almost to 

the day since it moved to the SVR under 

its own power, straight out of BR service 

at Lostock Hall shed, on August 2, 1968.

The event on August 4 will also feature 

a gathering of footplate crews from the 

same day in 1968, and a re-creation of the 

‘Master Neverers Association’ cleaning 

No. 45110.

Iconic images
Kidderminster Railway Museum will be 

staging a large photographic display 

featuring images from the end of steam, 

while on the Saturday evening, the SVR 

will be running its own re-creation of 

the ‘Fifteen Guinea Special’ (additional 

charge applies). Other events will include 

trade and memorabilia stands, the Coal 

Yard Railway running with a suitable 

1960s-built locomotive and other 

attractions still to be announced.

➜ Visit www.svr.co.uk for more details.

By Robin Jones

THE Lynton & Barnstaple Railway Trust 

has bought another half-mile of original 

trackbed near Lynton.

The latest stretch is at Barbrook on the 

approach to the resort.

The purchase reinforces the trust’s 

commitment to rebuilding the line 

from Woody Bay to Lynton after 

restoring services from Killington Lane 

to Blackmoor and Wistlandpound 

which has just received planning 

permission from the Exmoor National 

Park Authority.

Furthermore, in May the trust bought 

the half-mile of the route that lies 

between Blackmoor and Wistlandpound 

from its trackbed-purchasing sister 

company Exmoor Associates.

The Lynton & Barnstaple Railway 

Community Interest Company, which 

operates the railway, exchanged 

shares it holds in Exmoor Associates 

for the third of a mile of the route it 

owned between Killington Lane and 

Parracombe Lane Head.

Negotiations to buy the remaining 

sections of trackbed that the trust 

needs (about a quarter of the route 

from Killington Lane to Wistlandpound) 

are continuing.

Meanwhile, the railway is making 

one big final push with its £1.75 million 

share issue to buy the Old Station House 

Inn, the former Blackmoor station, an 

adjacent six-bedroom house and eight 

acres of land. It is the intention to run 

the inn as a business with the railway 

running alongside and dividends 

will be paid when the business is 

sufficiently profitable.

The share offer is only open until July 

and cannot be extended any further.

More trackbed bought for 
Lynton & Barnstaple

➜ More details are available from 

www.lynton-rail.co.uk/story/old-

station-house-inn-update or by 

writing to: L&B Blackmoor Company 

Secretary, Barton House, Bishops 

Nympton, South Molton, EX36 4PJ.

HEADLINE NEWS



DameShirleyBasseyOBEwith the coachnewly-namedafterher. SMR

SINGER Shirley Bassey flew in from

Monaco so she could visit the

Snowdon Mountain Railway for a very

special ceremony on May 17.

The 81-year-old star, who was born

in Bute Street in Cardiff’s Tiger Bay, was

said to have held back tears when she

unveiled a carriage named after her at

the line’s waterfall halt.

She is the fourth person to have a

carriage named after them, following

cycling supremo Sir David Brailsford,

bass-baritone Sir Bryn Terfel CBE and

classical crossover singer Katherine

Jenkins OBE.

Before the unveiling, Dame

Shirley was given a bronze

commemorative medal by the

railway’s commercial manager

Vince Hughes.

She said:“I’m proud of my Welsh

roots and this honour keeps me

forever connected to Wales and one of

its most iconic locations.”

J27 leads North Yorkshire Moors 
Railway steam engines comeback
By Roger Melton

NELPG’S veteran J27 0-6-0 was due 

to be released into traic on the 

North Yorkshire Moors Railway on 

May 22, after a relatively short spell 

of problem free running in, both 

light engine up to Goathland and 

through to Pickering top and tailing 

with other locomotives. 

A major overhaul, mostly carried 

out by NELPG volunteers at 

Hopetown Works in Darlington, but 

completed at Grosmont, has seen 

major work undertaken, including 

the casting and fitting of a new 

inside cylinder block. No. 65894 is 

expected to run for most of the low 

season with a slightly-shortened 

Gresley teak train.

NELPG will now turn its efforts 

to completing Q6 0-8-0 No. 63395, 

which is progressing more slowly.  It 

has been the aim to have it ready for 

the peak season but it appears as 

though that target may slip.

The day that No. 65894 had its 

in-steam inspection by the insurance 

company was a busy one for the 

NYMR boilersmiths as ‘Black Five’ 

No. 5428 Eric Treacy’s boiler was also 

in steam for an out-of-frames steam 

test for the insurance company 

boiler inspector. This test had been 

delayed because at a late stage in the 

overhaul some cracking was found 

in the copper firebox which needed 

welding repairs, and it was necessary 

to wait a while for the specialist 

copper welder to become available. 

It too successfully passed its test, 

and was expected to be craned 

back into the frames for the start of 

reassembly by the end of May.  

An in-steam examination by the 

boiler inspector has been booked 

for early July with the expectation 

that the 4-6-0 will be ready to start 

running in almost immediately 

after, with the intention of having it 

ready for traffic by the peak season, 

although probably not Whitby 

registered until the autumn.

Southern S15 4-6-0 No. 825’s boiler 

has been delivered to Grosmont 

but has been receiving some 

finishing touches prior to hydraulic 

and steam tests. These are 

expected to take place in June 

with reassembly following and 

the S15 hopefully entering traffic 

during the peak season. In the 

meantime, work continues on the 

mechanical overhaul but this too is 

approaching completion.

Work has also picked up on 

Lambton 0-6-2T No. 29. A new 

cylinder block has been cast after 

errors were found in the first new 

casting, and the second casting has 

been sent to Teesside for machining.  

The bunker and cab rear have been 

repaired, repainted and lifted back 

onto the frames, but a setback has 

arisen with the discovery of cracks 

in two of the crankpins. These will 

have to be replaced, which will mean 

removing the affected wheelsets 

using the Grosmont wheeldrop, 

sending them away for the defective 

pins to be pressed out, and new pins 

made and pressed in.

Work has already begun on new 

arrival Standard 9F No. 92134, 

with the cylinders and valve chests 

opened up and measured so that 

new piston and valve rings can be 

made and fitted. In addition, the 

injectors have been bolted in place 

and the pipework is being fitted.

Date set for US ‘Big Boy’ 
marathon tour in 2019
UNION Pacific has announced that a ‘Big 

Boy’ 4-8-8-4 will run in 2019, for the first 

time in 60 years. 

It was confirmed that No. 4014 will 

steam from its restoration base in 

Cheyenne, the capital city of Wyoming, to 

Ogden in Utah next May, for celebrations 

to mark the 150th anniversary of the first 

transcontinental railroad.

It will be accompanied by the never-

retired UP 4-8-4 No. 844 and the pair 

will re-enact the scene made famous by 

the two locomotives, the Central Pacific 

Jupiter and UP No. 119 on May 10, 1869 

at Promontory Summit. Ogden is the 

closest UP point to Promontory, where 

the railroad was abandoned during the 

Second World War.

UP steam manager Ed Dickens said

No. 4014 will be seen in other locations

all over the system next year as it enters 

regular excursion service, billed as 

“the world’s largest operational steam 

locomotive,” displacing UP’s 4-6-6-4 

Challenger No. 3985.

Of the 25 Big Boy locomotives built in 

the 1940s, only eight survive. On 

July 23, 2013, UP announced that it had 

reacquired No. 4014 from the Southern 

California chapter of the Railway and 

Locomotive Historical Society, with the 

aim of restoring it to service.

Since dismantling it, the UP Steam 

Team has cleaned, inspected and 

repaired nearly every part of the 4014 

down to its smallest component. Part of 

the restoration has included converting 

the locomotive’s engine into an oil 

burner.The process of reassembling the

locomotive has begun.

Furness 0-4-0 saddle tank
No. 25 goes ‘home’ to trust
FURNESS Railway 0-4-0ST No. 25 has 

been donated to the Furness Railway 

Trust. No. 25 is an unrestored sister 

locomotive to the trust’s A5 class 0-4-0 

tender engine No. 20.

When the type became obsolete on 

the Furness Railway, they were sent back 

to maker Sharp Stewart and converted 

into industrial saddle tanks for use at the 

Barrow Haematite Steel Co. at Barrow, 

then the biggest iron and steelworks in 

the world. Rendered redundant in the 

early Sixties, they were donated by the 

firm to local schools and plinthed for 

static display.

No. 20 was acquired by the trust and

back-converted into its original form

as a tender engine with the aid of a 

£97,000 Lottery grant, and was formally 

relaunched into service by Lady Grania 

Cavendish at a ceremony on the Lakeside 

& Haverthwaite Railway on April 20, 1999.

No. 25 ended up spending years at 

the former Steamtown museum in 

Carnforth, until it was acquired by the 

late Bert Hitchen, who intended to 

restore it to steam in its latter-day saddle 

tank format, to provide a contrast with 

No. 20.

No. 25 has now been donated to 

the trust by Bert’s estate. Subject to a 

conservation inspection, the FRT intends 

to follow Bert’s vision and restore the

new acquisition in its steelworks guise.

The hills are alive... with the 
sound of Shirley Bassey!
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‘Lost’Brunel reservoir found inDevon
ByRobinJones

JUSTwhenwethought,with the

openingofamajornew Isambard

KingdomBrunelmuseuminBristol,we

knewallofhismajorworksoffbyheart

–anotherhasbeendiscovered.

AddedtoBoxTunnel, theRoyal

AlbertBridge,MaidenheadBridge,

BristolTempleMeads, SonningCutting

andtheSSGreatBritain canbeadded

another–ahugeunderground

reservoir atStarcross inDevon.

Two105ft longand10ftwide

cavernswithaspectaculardisplayof

stalactites formedbydrippingwater

fromthe roof, and linkedby120

arches,werediscoveredpurelyby

chance inApril asworkmencarried

outa flooddefencescheme in the

seasidevillage.

TheEnvironmentAgencybegan

workonthe£4million tidaldefence

schemeforStarcrossandCockwood

in January. It aims to reduce the risk

of tidal flooding tomore than650

residential andcommercialproperties.

TheworkatStarcross includes the

installationofnewtidal floodgatesat

Generals Laneslipwayandthe tidal

inlet at thenorthofStarcross.

Theprojectalso includes raising

thecrest levelof theslipwayat the

StarcrossFishingandCruisingClub

and itwasdeemednecessary to

reprofile theclub’s carpark.

During thiswork, theEnvironment

Agency’s contractorsdiscovered thata

manhole led to the largeunderground

chamberbeneath theexistingcar

park,believed tobeanunderground

reservoir associatedwithBrunel’s

atmospheric railway.

National significance
Becauseof thenational significance

of thesurprisediscovery,workona

DevonCountyCouncil roadwidening

schemeabove thechamberhasbeen

stopped,and isunlikely to resume.

Highwaysexpertswill have togo

back to thedrawingboardbecauseof

the find.

Archaeologyspecialists and

engineersarecarryingsurveysof the

chamberandthesurroundingarea.

TheEnvironmentAgency is continuing

workonotherpartsof thescheme

while thechamber is surveyed.The

chamber is a confinedspaceand

potentiallyunstable, and therefore the

entrance to thechamber isblockedoff

and thearea fenced.

Brunelbuilt theatmospheric railway

toovercomethehigh terrain southof

NewtonAbbot.TheBristol&Exeter

Railway incollaborationwith the

GWRhadreachedExeter in1844and

wanted togoontoPlymouth,but

feared that steamlocomotiveswould

struggleover the foothillsofDartmoor.

WithBrunel as itsengineer, theSouth

DevonRailwayCompanyobtained its

enablingActofParliamentonJuly4,

1844.

Brunelhadvisited Ireland’sDalkey

AtmosphericRailway,built on the

principlesofa systemdevisedby

shipbuildersandengineers Jacob

andJosephSamuda inpartnership

withgasengineerSamuelClegg, and

hadbeen impressed. Itwasagreed to

adopt inon theSouthDevonRailway.

Theschemeconsistedofavacuum

pipe laidbetweenthe rails,with the

vacuumcreatedbystationsteam

engines in largepumpinghouses

along the route. It isbelieved that

the reservoirwasbuilt to serve the

pumpinghouseatStarcross,now

Grade1 listed, andusedas the

headquartersof the fishingand

cruisingclub, afteranearlier scheme

to turn it intoanatmospheric railway

museumfailed in theNineties.

OnSeptember13,1847,passenger

trains ran fromExeter toTeignmouth,

andwereextended toNewtonAbbot

byMarch2 the followingyear.The

highest speed recordedwasan

impressiveaverageof64mphover

fourmiles.

"Rats ate the flap"
However,duringthewinterof1847–48

the leather flapvalvethatsealedthe

tractionpipeslotbegantocause

problems,allowingair intothepipeand

diminishingthevacuum.Theleather

frozehard infrostaftersaturation in

rain,andinhotanddryweather, the

valvedriedout,withthesameoutcome.

Brunelhadthe leathertreatedwith

whaleoil inanattempttomaintain

flexibility,butto littleavail.Apopular

story is thatratsatetheflap.

Bruneladmitteddefeat,andaSDR

shareholders’meetingonAugust

29,1848, theyweretoldthathe

hadadvisedabandonmentofthe

atmosphericsystem.TheGWRwas

askedtoprovidesteamengines,and

theatmosphericsystemwasduly

abandoned,amoveimplemented

Going underground!
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AGrade2-listedVictorian landmarkon

theWestCoastMainLinenearRugby is

beingpreserved fordecades tocomeby

NetworkRail.

Repair andmaintenanceworkhas

beencarriedout inside theGreat

NorthernShaftwhichwasbuilt to

provide light andventilation inside

the1½-mile-longKilsbyTunnel

inNorthamptonshire.

Ahugescaffolding structurehasbeen

installedaround the insideof the shaft,

directly above the railway, so thework

canbecarriedoutwhilenearly 400

trains continue to traveldaily at 110mph

on linebelow.Aprotectiondeck, around

26ft above the track, has allowed

workmen tocompletebrickwork repairs

whileworkingabove25,000voverhead

linesononeof Europe’sbusiestmixed

use stretchesof railway.

The£3.5million refurbishment

project, part ofNetworkRail’s Railway

UpgradePlan, has takenninemonths

andhas includedsoot removal,

brickwork repointingand repairs.

HasanShah, schemeprojectmanager

atNetworkRail ,said:“We’ve carefully

planned the repairs toallow trains to run

whilewecompleted this essentialwork.

“Not impactingpassengers and

freightwasvital and thehuge, complex

scaffolding structurehasallowedus

todo thiswitharound400 trains aday

travellingup to40metresbelowus.The

resultwill beaVictorian local landmark

preserved fordecades tocome.”

The tunnelwasbuilt in the1830s

usinganestimated30millionbricks. It

has two‘Great Shafts’and12ventilation

shafts

Aroundonemillionbrickswereused

tobuild theGreatNorthernShaftwhich

weighsover4000 tons

Bright future for classicmain line
tunnel as ventilation shaft is restored

THE two-mileRhonddaTunnelon

theRhondda&SwanseaBayRailway

is set tobe revivedas the longest

undergroundcyclepath inEurope.

The railwayopened from

Treherbert through the tunnelunder

insurmountable terrain toPortTalbot

andAberavon in1890, and fiveyears

laterwasextended toSwansea. It later

becamepartof theGWRempire.

In itsheyday, the tunnel conveyed

coal trains 1000ftbelowthemountain

tops, but thegradualdeclineof thecoal

industry sawmostof the lineclosed.

The tunnelwas closeddue toapartial

collapseonFebruary26, 1968,but the

linehadalreadybeenearmarked for

closureunder theBeechingAxe.The

passenger servicewasmaintained

bybusesuntilDecember14, 1970,

when the linewas consideredas

permanently closed.

TheRhonddaTunnel Societywas

formed in the summerof 2014with the

initial aim to site the long-lost tunnel

portal stone ina suitable locationas

near aspossible to theentranceof the

disusedandburiedRhonddaTunnel

atBlaencwm.However, interest in

the tunnelmushroomed to thepoint

where it hasbeenpenciled inaspart

of a cyclepath, aproposalwhichhas

gatheredwidespread support, including

backing fromWelshactorMichael

Sheen, anda£90,000communitygrant.

In January, surveyors said they

were confident that the tunnel could

be restored.

Aconcrete sealwas removed from

oneof the tunnel’s ventilation shaft in

April, andonMay5,workmenbroke

throughan8ft-thick concretewall

after aweekofdrilling togainaccess,

so that adetailedexaminationof the

tunnel fabric canbemadebycontractor

BalfourBeatty.

Tunnel ownerHighwaysEnglandhas

said that it is prepared toallow it tobe

developed intoacyclepath.

thatSeptember and confirmedat an

extraordinarygeneralmeetingof the

company January 6, 1849.

While considered ageniuswithhis

othermajorworks, on this occasion

Brunel had failed.

EnvironmentAgencyproject

manager RobButler said:“There is a

note on the listing for the structure that

talks about underground chambers,

butwewere under the impression that

theywere actually underneath the

structure of the nearby pumphouse.“

Laser scanninghas been carried

out to establish the size and shapeof

the caverns.

The atmospheric systemapart,

Brunel’s nature-defying choice of a

route for the railway hugging thebase

of the cliffs betweenDawlishWarren

andTeignmouth has remained a

subject of perennial controversy, not

least of all on the night of February 4,

2014,when amidst highwinds and

extremely rough seas, part of the sea

wall at Dawlishwas breachedwashing

away around 130ft and theballast

under the railway immediately behind.

The linewas closed, andNetwork Rail

launched amassive round-the-clock

repair programme,while businesses

in Plymouth andbeyondwere said to

have lostmillions as a result.

The line reopenedonApril 4, 2014,

amidst calls to reopen the Southern

Railwaymain line between Exeter,

Okehampton andPlymouth, part of

which is now theDartmoor Railway,

as a diversionary route in times of

badweather.

Crack team

In recentweeks, Network Rail has

assembled a crack teamof engineers to

secure the future of the line between

Exeter andNewtonAbbot.

So far, theDepartment forTransport

hasprovideda total of £46million to

support repairwork, andNetwork

Rail is nowundertakingadetailed

geological andmarine study tohelp

it to safeguard the futureof the line.

Transport Secretary Chris Grayling said

the governmentwas determined to

safeguard the line throughDawlish and

Teignmouth.

Apreferred option is to build a 13ft

causeway 30 yards out to sea between

Holcombe andTeignmouth, away

fromcrumbling cliffs, while installing

‘avalanche shelters’ elsewhere to

protect the tracks from falling rocks.

Above:A contemporarypaintingof the short-livedSouthDevonAtmospheric

Railwayat Starcross.

Below: Brunel’s Grade1 listed Italianate-style buildingat Starcrosswhich

housedoneof the pumps for his ill-fated SouthDevonAtmospheric Railway.

Themassive tower,with a chimneywithin, is now50ft shorter thenwhenbuilt.

It is believed that theunderground reservoir just discoveredbyEnvironment

Agency contractorswho lifted amanhole coverwasused to supply its stationary

steamengine.

The scaffoldingerected inside the

GreatNorthernShaft toallowrepairs

to takeplace.G BICKERDIKE/NETWORK

RAIL

The topofKilsbyTunnel’sGrade2

listedGreatNorthernShaft seen

after the repair projectbegan.G

BICKERDIKE/NETWORK RAIL

The insideof theRhonddaTunnel as

pictured for the first time inaround

half a century.RHONDDA TUNNEL

SOCIETY

Two-mile longWelshvalleys tunnel
couldbe reopenedasa cycleway

Left: The forgotten cavernbeneathStarcrosswhich isbelieved tohavebeen

built for IsambardBrunel’s atmospheric railwaypumping stationabove.

ENVIRONMENT AGENCY
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Bodmin & Wenford steam crane inds new home in Scotland

STEAM VETERAN: Former LBSCR A1X ‘Terrier’ No. 32678 is

pictured with a KESR mixed train at Robertsbridge in the

early 1950s. The 0-6-0T was built at Brighton in July 1880,

worked the line’s last regular passenger train in January

1954, and was withdrawn from Brighton (75A) in October

1963 with more than 1.4 million miles on the clock. Saved

for preservation, it arrived at the revived Kent & East Sussex

Railway in 1988 and is now a much-loved member of the

railway’s steam locomotive fleet. Within a few years the

little locomotive may once again take passengers from

Robertsbridge to Tenterden, thanks to current plans which

aim to restore the link between the KESR and the Rother

Valley Railway. The formation of the train behind the A1X

leads to questions as to how passengers accessed the 

coach – the ‘Terrier’ does not appear to be departing, and

even if it is, there is not enough room at the rear of the train

for the carriage to have been beside the platform. Brian

Janes, curator of the Colonel Stephens Railway Museum

at Tenterden, said: “It is a little bit of a puzzle. Perhaps

immediately prior to departure there was a shunting

movement to pick up the brake van after collecting the

wagons from the yard or loop. The passengers would thus

have had a trip round the yards before departure. Such

procedures would have been necessary, particularly with

the morning departure, which is recorded as customarily

having more than nine wagons, and so too long to assemble 

in the platform before departure.” COLONEL STEPHENS 

MUSEUM COLLECTION

The redundant steam crane is seen at Bodmin General on May 9, being 

loaded for its 640-mile journey to Scotland. JIMMY JAMES

Go-ahead for RVR-KESR link

now in hands of Government
ByGeoffCourtney

THE completion of a project that has

been eight years in the making marks

another step forward by enthusiasts who

have set their sights on the creation of a

14-mile heritage line straddling the Kent-

East Sussex border.

Robertsbridge-based RotherValley

Railway has set its sights on linking up

with the neighbouring Kent & East Sussex

Railway, and one of the strands that is

central to making that dream become

reality is Government approval to build

the two-mile link.

Such approval is considered by the

Department forTransport in the form of

aTransport andWorks Act order, and in

April the RVR submitted its application for

such an order toTransport Secretary Chris

Grayling after eight years’preparation

and research. A total of 13 reports

and schedules required for the order

application covering nearly 1000 pages 

were finalised and submitted. 

Final hurdle
Private funding to build the link is

already available, so with the application

approved, both the RotherValley and

Kent & East Sussex railways face what

would be a final, albeit major, hurdle – the

impasse between them and two farming

families who are currently refusing to

sell part of their land over which the new

stretch would be constructed.

Negotiations between the RVR, whose

benefactors are providing the finance for

the scheme, and the farmers have been

ongoing for a considerable while, and are

continuing.The two-mile gap, between

the western end of the KESR at Austen’s

Bridge and the eastern extremity of the

RVR at Northbridge Street, is across fields

the two families own.

Bridging the gap is central to a major

£4½ million project by the RVR that is

well advanced and is transforming the

railway’s base at Robertsbridge, beside 

THE Ferryhill Railway Heritage

Trust in Aberdeen has saved

Taylor Hubbard 10-ton six-wheel

steam crane DRT 80169 which was

declared surplus to requirements at

the Bodmin & Wenford Railway.

Built at Leicester in 1947, it spent

most of its working life on the

Western Region, before moving to

Bodmin in 1981. It has now made

the 640-mile journey to its new

home by low-loader.

The trust, which hopes to start

steam operations on its site, has 

installed its refurbished turntable,

which was removed from the site

in September 2016 and has been

under repair at eBlast and RIM

Fabrication in Kintore.

An inspection revealed that

parts of the turntable had

suffered corrosion damage and

about one-third of both ends

had to be replaced during the

£86,000 refurbishment.

Trust chairman Jon Tyler, said:“The

installation of the turntable opens 

up all sorts of opportunities.”

the Charing Cross-Hastings main line

to which it is connected, into a steam

railway complex with station, five-coach

platform, engine and carriage sheds, and

other facilities.

The KESR currently runs trains for 10½

miles betweenTenterden and Bodiam,

although the track extends beyond

there for nearly a mile to Junction

Road and the trackbed a further short

distance to Austen’s Bridge, and the RVR

runs for ½ mile from Robertsbridge to 

Northbridge Street.

Benefit to the economy
Details of an independent report

recently released by the RVR showed

that, if the gap was bridged and a

14-mile line between Robertsbridge

andTenterden created, the annual

benefit to the local economy would

be more than £4 million, up to 75 jobs

would be created, and train operator

Southeastern, which provides services

to Robertsbridge main line station,

would accrue additional yearly revenues

of £600,000.

The original line opened in 1900

between Robertsbridge and Rolvenden, 

nearTenterden, was extended into

Tenterden in 1903 and to Headcorn

in 1905, and was for much of its life

part of the Colonel Stephens’light

railway empire.

It was closed to passengers by BR in

January 1954 and to freight in 1961, and

in 1974 KESR preservationists reopened

theTenterden-Rolvenden stretch, and

reached the current terminus of Bodiam 

in 2000. 
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Isle of Man County
Donegal railcars may 
return to Ireland
ByHughDougherty

COUNTY Donegal Railways’railcars

Nos. 19 and 20 could be leaving the Isle

of Man to return to Donegal if an offer

by Isle of Man Railways to lend the diesel

duo to the Fintown Railway is accepted.

This move represents a U-turn by

IOMR which has turned down previous

requests for a return of the cars to

Donegal. It has said several times in the

past that the railcars represent part of

Manx heritage, having been longer on

the Island than they ran in Donegal, and 

refusing to let them go.

Bought at auction
The cars were built byWalker Bros of

Wigan and the Great Northern Railway

of Ireland and went into service in

Donegal in 1950 and 1951, running up

371,096 and 348,951 miles respectively

on the CDR until the line closed at the

end of 1959.

They were bought at auction in 1961

by the Isle of Man Railways and sailed

from Derry to Douglas in May of that year.

The IOMR overhauled and repainted

the railcars which were run back-to-

back, on the Peel and Ramsay lines, also

reaching Port Erin on winter trains, but

they were out of regular service by the

1970s and relegated to permanent way

and fire train work.

By the 1990s, they were in very poor

condition and were withdrawn from

service in 1998 for full restoration.Their

bodies were dismantled for rebuilding

and their Gardner 6LW engines and

power bogies were overhauled in the

Isle of Man Steam Packet Company

workshops at Douglas.

However, in 2000, with the railcars

partly restored, work was stopped

on the grounds of cost and, despite a

feasibility study by the Isle of Man Railway

Supporters’Association in 2007 which

looked at completing the restoration

and running the restored cars, perhaps in

multiple unit fashion with new, Cummins

engines on commuter services, nothing

further was done.

Two subsequent requests, one from

the South Donegal Railway Society

in 1991, which was then hoping to

restore a section of the CDR through the

Barnesmore Gap, and a subsequent one

from the Fintown Railway in 1998, were

curtly refused. ”I was left in no doubt that

the cars were not leaving the Isle of Man,”

said Oliver MacDevitt, past chairman of

ComhlachtTraenach na Gaeltachta Lair,

which runs the Fintown Railway.

Now, however, the IOMR seems to

have changed its mind. Mike Szender, the

IOMR traction and rolling stock manager,

in response to a media enquiry about

the possibility of the cars having their

restoration completed, either to mark

the 60th anniversary of the closure of the

CDR in 2019, or the 60th anniversary of

their purchase by the IOMR in 2021, said

on April 13:“The County Donegal railcars

are not a priority restoration project for

ourselves whilst we put our efforts into

other projects across the railways.We

always remain willing to discuss with

partners both on the Island and further

afield, the restoration of the vehicles to

visible usage, but, currently, no such firm 

plans are in place.”

Fundamental policy change
A few days earlier however, the Fintown

Railway office had received an email

from IOMR asking if the railway would

be interested in the railcars coming to

Donegal, bearing out Mike Szender’s

comment that the IOMR is willing to

discuss the restoration of the railcars

with‘partners further afield’, which

shows evidence of a fundamental

policy change.

Fintown Railway sources say that the

line is very interested in the offer and has

made a positive response to the IOMR,

but that details of the completion of the

restoration and funding for transporting

the railcars to Donegal would all have to 

be hammered out.

The railway is actively exploring

funding options and says that railcars

Nos. 19 and 20 would be very welcome

at Fintown where they would run

back-to-back and take the pressure off

resident railcar No. 18 which is currently

undergoing an engine overhaul.The

railway also says their return would be an

ideal way to mark the 60th anniversary of 

the CDR closure.

Fintown station buildings gifted to railway
FINTOWN station building has been

gifted to Comhlacht Traenach na

Gaeltachta Lair, operator of the Fintown 

Railway, by owner Donegal County

Council, to help boost the narrow

gauge line.

Fintown station was built in 1895 to

a standard design for the Stranorlar

to Glenties railway. It was in use until

the last passenger trains ran in 1947

and was closed completely in 1952,

when the last goods trains ran on the

line. Since then, it has been used for

various community purposes, including 

serving as a rural health clinic, but

has now been declared surplus to

council requirements.

CTGL, which has used the platform

since it began running trains in 1995,

but has not had access to the station

building, is now looking for funding

to restore and return it to railway

use as a ticket and administrative

office, small museum and cafe. The

railway has had to make do with

temporary buildings and its ticket

office, for a period in the 1990s, was half

of County Donegal Railways 

coach No. 58, now reunited with

its other half, and on display at the

Donegal Railway Heritage Centre in

Donegal Town.

CTGL chairman, Seamus McElwee,

said:“We are very grateful to Donegal 

County Council for donating the

station building to us and we are

now looking at sources of funding 

to allow us to restore it and bring it

back into railway use.”

CTGL has also spent €8000 on a

top-end overhaul of railcar No. 18’s

Gardner 6LW engine for the 2018

season. The work has been carried

out by Clarke Engineering of

Clonmany, which specialises in diesel 

engine restoration.

Railcar No. 20’s cab paired with No. 19’s coach body at Douglas, showing the

extent of restoration on November 5, 2017. DAVID BOOTH, ISLE OF MAN STEAM 

RAILWAY SUPPORTERS’ ASSOCIATION.

Railcar No. 18 arrives at Fintown
station. The building on the right is
now in railway ownership once again.
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Trawsfynydd
second chance
TRAWSFYNYDD branch

revivalists have held talks with

owner Network Rail about

launching a fresh bid to revive the

mothballed line.

Last year, Network Rail revoked

the licence of theTrawsfynydd

Railway Company to clear the

seven-mile line between Blaenau 

Ffestiniog andTrawsfynydd

after a bridge was damaged,

claiming that there were serious

breaches of health and safety and 

environmental laws.

The Blaenau Ffestiniog and

Trawsfynydd Railway Society,

which had linked with the

company, has now held a fresh

round of talks with Network

Rail about restarting the

stalled revival.

Secretary Rob Bradley said:

“With a new steering committee

established, the society expects

soon to be able to ask its

members to approve a new

management committee.Then

we can start the huge task of

getting all the legal agreements

and safety and environmental 

systems in place.”



Our newman on the front line!
LIFELONG enthusiast and locomotive

owner Gareth Evans has just landed his

dream job – as the new assistant editor of

HeritageRailway.

As a teenager, Gareth wrote the

YoungerView column for us in our

early years and it led him to a career in

journalism, editing Coach & BusWeek

magazine for 11 years before coming

“home”to us.

Along with his parents, Gareth is the

proud joint owner of Ruston 0-4-0 165DE

No. 458641 of 1963AlunEvans,named

in memory of his brother, who passed

away in tragic circumstances in 2009.The

locomotive is used on passenger trains

at Cambrian Heritage Railways’Llynclys 

operation.

He began volunteering on the

Welshpool & Llanfair Light Railway at the

age of seven with his parents, and a year

later began writing the‘Junior Column’

in the line’s railway’s in-house journal. He 

later ran its young members’ group.

Press officer
A volunteer and supporter of the

Ffestiniog &Welsh Highland Railways

since he was 18, he is also press officer for

the Cambrian line and a member of the

NeneValley Railway.

Gareth also holds a PCV driving licence

and has driven coaches and buses for

TanatValley Coaches in MidWales, for

who he also wrote press releases, and

TravelWest Midlands in Birmingham.

He said:“Railways and buses have

always worked together in my life.The

opportunity to beHR’sassistant editor

was too good to lose.

He will replace Brian Sharpe, a mainstay

ofHeritageRailway since 2002, who will 

retire in June.

SECR H class 0-4-4T
No. 263 and O1 0-6-0

No. 65 double-head on
the Bluebell Railway

during the branch line
gala on May 19.

PETER HOLLANDS

Gareth Evans,

who has returned 

toHeritage

Railwayas

assistant editor.

BRIAN SHARPE

Volunteers strike at Poole
Park – management quits
ByRobinJones

DORSET’S 10¼in gauge Poole Park

miniature railway has been closed

following a derailment in April – and a

reported“strike”by 40 volunteers and 

resignations of its management.

It was understood that several

youngsters were riding on the train when

it came off the tracks, although no further

details of the incident were available.

On May 22, several national

newspapers ran stories claiming that the

volunteer train drivers, guards, engineers 

and ticket office clerks who run the

line for recently-appointed operator

the Friends of Poole Park had walked

out on April 25, after a dispute with its

management. On May 5, the Friends

group had posted on its Facebook

page:“We are recruiting for volunteer

drivers, guards, ticket office clerks,

maintenance crew.”

A statement from owner the Borough

of Poole Council, issued on May 23,

said:“The safe operation of the Poole

Park Miniature Railway is Borough

of Poole’s prime concern. Following

recent derailments the operation of the

miniature railway has been suspended.

In addition we have been notified of

resignations at director, management 

and operational levels of the operating

group the Friends of Poole Park and its

wholly-owned operational subsidiary,

Poole Park Railway Community Interest

Company.

“Officers from Borough of Poole have

met with the directors of the CIC and the 

chair of the Friends of Poole Park.”

Requested reassurance
The council’s recreation and community

manager Anthony Rogers said:“We have

requested reassurance by mid-June

that the operators have the structure,

governance and processes in place

to safely manage this attraction.We

have also asked for an action plan that

includes proposals for the repair and

maintenance of the track and related

operating procedures, to guarantee safe

operation and enable the reopening of

the service in a timely manner. Evidence

that a financial plan is in place to fulfil

these proposals and those within the

original tender has also been requested.”

A council spokesman added that it

had been informed of the walk-out

by volunteers.

It was reported that several senior

volunteers were having talks with the

council in a bid to resolve the issues.

The railway was somewhat 

controversially taken over by the Friends

group last year.

Laid in 1949 by Southern Miniature

Railways Ltd, which also operated lines in

Stokes Bay, Bognor Regis and Southsea,

it was taken over by local businessman

Chris Bullen in June 2005, who became 

the third operator in its history.

The council ended its tenancy

agreement with him in 2017 and

ordered that the track and rolling

stock be removed before tenders for

a replacement operator would be

issued on March 1 last year. After a

public backlash including a petition, the

council agreed to let the track remain

in place until the tendering process

was complete.

The Friends group was awarded

a 30-year concession to run the line

which reopened on July 22 last year.

BerylVimpany, 91, the widow of George

Vimpany, the man who built the line in

1949, helped officially reopen the railway

with Poole mayor LindsayWilson.

Nobody from the Friends group was

available for comment, but an April 26

post on its Facebook page said:“The sun

is out and we are taking this opportunity

to undertake track maintenance.The

railway will therefore not be open for a 

few days.”

FLYINGScotsmanwill return to the

National Railway Museum for three

weeks in the autumn – and to mark

the occasion an exclusive corporate

dinner package, complete with a drinks

reception and Scottish-inspired cuisine,

has been unveiled.

For £98.50 plusVAT per person per

ticket, guests will be invited to sip

prosecco next to FlyingScotsman

located in the museum’s Learning

Platform.The attendees will also be able

to talk with the engine’s driver about

its illustrious career and will receive a

signed copy ofThe Flying Scotsman:

Speed, Style, Service by NRM assistant

director Andrew McLean.This will

be followed by an authentic Scottish

banquet in Station Hall.

NRM event sales manager north Helen

Beresford-Boyse said:“We are incredibly

excited to welcome back Flying

Scotsman this autumn and introduce

this unique package to our corporate

event bookers.”

The NRM is now taking bookings for

up to 450 people from October 20 to 

November 4.

Diesel back
on the ‘Middy’
after 66 years!
THE Mid-Suffolk Light Railway has taken

delivery of the only diesel to run on the

original line.

When it closed in 1952, Ruston 48

class No. 294266 was used as part of the

tracklifting operation.

It was bought by enthusiast Lawrie

Rose from the collection of SirWilliam

McAlpine before he died, and returned 

to the railway where it will help in

tracklaying towards Aspall Halt.
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IN BRIEF
➜ EXTENSIVE roof repairs have

been completed at the Corris

Railway’s Corris station, a Victorian

Structure which once housed

stables for seven horses, the road

coach house, harness room and

parcels office, and now houses the

ticket office, light refreshments,

museum and shop.

➜ THE 2ft gauge Hampton &

Kempton Waterworks Railway

recently held a plaque unveiling

to commemorate the granting of

funds from Heathrow Community 

Fund for solar equipment to

power its ticket office and its

environs. The design of electrical 

systems and installation of

solar panels was carried out 

by volunteers.

Luxury dining
alongside Flying 
Scotsman



VISITING Port Talbot 

Railway/GWR 0-6-0ST 

No. 813 heads vintage 

stock through 

Imberhorne cutting 

during the Bluebell 

Railway’s branch line 

gala. No. 813 is to visit 

the Elsecar Railway on 

October 31, November 

3/4 and 10/11 to take 

part in a major First 

World War living history 

project. Stephen 

Middleton’s Great North 

of Scotland Railway six-

wheel carriage No. 34, 

is also to visit from the 

Embsay & Bolton Abbey 

Steam Railway.

JAMES KINDRED

Resident Warship D821 Greyhound and visiting D829 Onslaught join forces on a southbound working on the descent of 

Eardington bank, during the Severn Valley Railway’s May 17-19 spring diesel gala, in which a total of 22 locomotives took

part. The Warships double-headed on all three days. FRED KERR

Dean Forest appeals for £60k carriage boost
AN appeal by the Dean Forest Railway 

to raise £60,000 for the purchase of a 

pair of BR Mk.2 carriages raised 

£10,000 in its first two weeks.

The heritage line has described 

as unmissable the opportunity to 

strengthen its fleet of serviceable 

coaching stock – a lack of available 

carriages being one of the biggest 

constraints facing any growing railway. 

The acquisition also will help the 

future growth of the DFR as it expands 

to Speech House Road, 2½ miles 

beyond Parkend, bringing the line up to 

6¾ miles.

Good running order
According to the DFR, the coaches – 

Mk.2s W5341 and M5292 – are in good 

running order, having recently seen 

main line charter service. The total cost 

of the vehicles, including transport and 

vacuum brake modification, is £60,000.

As this issue went to press, the fund 

stood at £22,331. If the acquisition is 

successful, donors will be invited to an 

exclusive launch event in the coaches 

and a roll of honour will be published in 

the line’s members’ journal.

Donations can be made online at 

www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/

dfr-mk2-coaches or by cheque made 

payable to the Dean Forest Railway 

Society sent to DFRS Coach Appeal, 

Dean Forest Railway, Forest Road, 

Lydney, Glos, GL15 4ET.

Steam rescues Sheringham ‘diesel’ gala!
THE North Norfolk Railway has turned 

its June 15-17 spring diesel gala into 

a mixed traffic event because of a 

shortage of locomotives.

Its class Class 03, 31 and 37 

locomotives are still undergoing 

major overhauls.

However, its special guest will be 

the Bury Hydraulic Group’s 1961-built 

Warship D832 Onslaught.

Long-term visitor Class 20 No. 20227 

will also be in action, and DRS is to send 

a guest.

After six years out of traffic, Class 08 

D3935 will be officially relaunched 

into service with a special daily round 

trip from Weybourne to Holt and 

back. The inaugural journey on the 

Friday will be a special celebratory run, 

with a glass of prosecco included for 

each special ticket holder, for a £5 per 

person supplement.

Class 11 No. 12131 will be available for 

hauling at selected times throughout 

the weekend within station limits. The 

line’s Class 101 DMU in its hybrid blue/

green liveries will also run.

BR Standard 9F No. 92203 Black Prince 

and Standard 4MT 4-6-0 No. 76084 will 

be operating a mixture of passenger and 

non-passenger trains, including a new 

parcels service. Guided tours around the 

Weybourne Works will be offer.
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Hudswell Clarke 0-6-0ST No. 31 with its packed train of memorial service attendees, climbs the record 1-in-13.4 gradient of the standard gauge Fawley Hill Railway as it 

passes Bill Parker’s rapidly-restored traction engine Mr Bill. 

Sir William McAlpine’s widow Judy

told service attendees that she

intends to carry on her late husband’s

heritage work both at Fawley Hill and

elsewhere.

Former Radio 1 DJ Mike Read formed

a duo with Fifties skiffle star Chas

McDevitt to perform his 1957 smash

hit Freight Train.

Richard, Lord Faulkner of Worcester,

announced plans for a special Flying

Scotsman autumn train in honour of

Sir William McAlpine.

Pipers Robbie and Ben Gibbons at the

start of the May 13 memorial service.

Sunshine farewell to ‘Mr Bill’
Words and pictures by Robin Jones

A SPECIAL train headed by Flying 

Scotsman is being planned for the 

autumn as a tribute to Sir William 

McAlpine, who rescued it from the USA 

and owned it for 23 years.

The A3’s owner the National Railway 

Museum is in talks with Sir William’s 

widow Lady Judy McAlpine about the 

historic memorial run, for which no firm 

date has yet been fixed.

The plans for the train were 

announced by Heritage Railway 

Association president Lord Faulkner of 

Worcester at a special memorial service 

held to celebrate the life and many 

achievements of Sir William, inside the 

railway museum at his family’s Fawley 

Hill residence near Henley-on-Thames 

on Sunday, May 13.

Around 1300 people turned up for 

the service, opened by Fawley parish 

vicar the Rev Stephen Southgate. They 

included many senior figures from the 

world of railway preservation, in which 

Sir William was a pivotal figure for the 

best part of half a century.

Sir William McAlpine Bt, FRSE, FCILT 

died at the age of 82 in the Royal 

Berkshire Hospital at Reading on 

March 4 after losing a three-month 

battle against sepsis. Several staff 

members who treated him were 

among those who attended the 

memorial service.

As reported in issue 240, his 

funeral was held on March 24, when 

Hudswell Clarke 0-6-0ST No. 31 hauled 

a train carrying his coffin along his 

legendary private Fawley Hill Railway 

to his final resting place in woods on 

his estate.

At the memorial service, pipers 

Robbie and Ben Gibbon led in the 

McAlpine family along with the 

Prince of Wales’ representative, Sir 

Henry Aubrey Fletcher, the Lord 

Lieutenant of Buckinghamshire.

Lady McAlpine appeared to hold 

back tears as she gave a speech entitled 

A Very Special Man, highlighting her 

late husband’s membership of virtually 

every heritage railway or trust, for 

which she received rapturous applause. 

Several of the younger members of the 

McAlpine family also spoke.

Sir William’s favourite piece of music, 

Moon River, was performed by Tom 

Mole, accompanied by Tom Wakeley.

A surprise pairing who formed part of 

the service was former Radio 1 DJ Mike 

Read, 71, and leading 1950s skiffle star 

Chas McDevitt, 83.

While his group disbanded around 

1959, Chas remains active in charitable 

work, much of it through showbusiness 

charity the Grand Order of Water Rats.

For the memorial service, he and 

Mike played acoustic guitars and 

delivered a bespoke ‘Bill McAlpine’ 

version of Freight Train to the delight of 

the crowd.

A succession of industry speakers 

paid tribute to Sir William, including 

former Heritage Railway Association 

chairman David Morgan; Andy Savage, 

executive director of the Railway 

Heritage Trust, which Sir William 

founded in 1985 and chaired until 

his death, and Anthony Coulls, senior 

curator of rail transport and technology 

at the National Railway Museum. He 

also represented the National Traction 

Engine Trust, reflecting Sir William’s 

passion for all things steam.

The general theme of the speeches 

was praise for a man who became the 

glue holding much of the heritage 

sector together for so many years, 

and while he was perhaps best 

known for his repatriation of Flying 
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One of Sir William’s last railway additions to his Fawley Hill estate was Ironhenge,

a Stonehenge-like circle of 42 white columns from St Pancras station, removed 

during its renovation as a Eurostar terminus.

Balloons festooned the railway footbridge.

Scotsman in 1972, many of his other

achievements went unrecognised by

the general public.

The hymns sung during the service

included Sir William’s favourite, the

Battle Hymn of the Republic, Jerusalem

and Lord of the Dance, while jazz trio

Annie & The Doughboys performed

The Old Rugged Cross.

Another surprise guest at the event

was a traction engine, which was

overhauled in just four weeks after

being out of action for more than

a decade.

Six-ton flywheel-driven Aveling &

Porter‘B’type convertible, maker’s

number 11728, built in Rochester,

Kent, and supplied to Barking Urban

District Council in 1927, was bought by

brothers Bill and Dick Parker in 1987.

Around 1990, after chartered

surveyor Bill had set up a heritage

steam locomotive restoration business

in part of the closed Swindon Works,

the traction engine came to the notice

of none other than Princess Diana.

Brunel’s great works were being used

to house several classic locomotives

from the National Collection during a

major refurbishment of the National

Railway Museum at York, in what was

billed as‘The NRM on Tour.’

Bill was introduced to Diana, who

said that her sons William and Harry

were“mad on trains,”and an invitation

to Bill’s works followed. On the day, the

brothers rode on the traction engine

to inspect several of the engines on

display, including GWR 4-4-0 No. 3440 

City of Truro – indeed, the Aveling

& Porter formed an impromptu

royal train.

Bill later moved his business to the

Flour Mill Colliery workshop at Bream

in the Forest of Dean, and since then

acquired a market-leading reputation

for the restoration to working order of

Victorian steam locomotives, and Bill

became a close friend of Sir William

and Judy.

While the out-of-ticket Aveling &

Porter laid there in pieces for many

years, some boiler work had been

done, including a new barrel, inner

firebox and front tubeplate.

Following Sir William’s death,

the traction engine was fast-track

overhauled at the Flour Mill workshop

over four weeks in April and May in

time for his memorial service – and

it was named Mr Bill in his honour.

Flour Mill driver Geoff Phelps, a

familiar face on the Steam on the

Underground trips in recent years, led 

the restoration work.

Mr Bill passed its boiler test on

May 10, although some cosmetic work

remains to be done.

After the memorial service, attendees

were given the chance to ride on the

estate’s standard gauge railway behind

No. 31, while Mr Bill, resplendent in

new green livery, ran up the dirt track

alongside the train.

The railway station footbridge and

adjacent museum were adorned

with red balloons, loved by Sir William

since he was a child, when he used

to release them to“decorate the

trees”, knowing it was naughty. After

grandson Archie McAlpine sounded

the last post, guests at the memorial

service were urged to do likewise and

the azure sky above Fawley Hill in the

glorious afternoon sunshine was soon 

littered with them.
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Stockton & Darlington scheme 
gets £700K heritage grant
ByRobinJones

A SCHEME to preserve the history and

heritage of the route of the Stockton

& Darlington Railway – the world’s first

public steam-operated line – and turn it

into a world-class visitor attraction has

been given a £700,000 boost.

Historic England has awarded the

grant through its Heritage Action Zone

programme. It will see work carried

on features along the 26-mile route of

the original line in advance of its 2025

bicentenary.

Sites for repair and restoration will

be identified, while other projects will

focus on the development of skills

and training.

Friends of the Stockton and Darlington

Railway chairmanTrish Pemberton said:

“We have been working to raise the

profile of the railway for many years, and

save its important heritage.

“We are so pleased that this will

help us achieve this, and more

importantly, make sure that the

economic regeneration it can stimulate

is maximised, and that new generations 

know about it and value it.”

TeesValley mayor Ben Houchen

said:“Celebrating the birthplace of

the modern railway is a critical part of

theTeesValley’s and County Durham’s

heritage and we see developing

and interpreting this internationally

significant asset as a critical element of

our economic development strategy.”

The Stockton and Darlington Railway

was officially opened on September 27,

1825, linking coal mines near Shildon

with Darlington and Stockton-on-Tees.

Its first main line ran 25 miles from

Phoenix Pit at Old Etherley Collier to

Cottage Row in Stockton, with half-mile

branches to the depot at Darlington and

Hagger Leases and a three-quarters of a

mile branch toYarm.

The line was soon extended to a

new port and town at Middlesbrough,

and later expanded intoWeardale and

Redcar.

While coal waggons were hauled by

steam locomotives from the outset,

passengers were carried in coaches

drawn by horses until carriages hauled

by steam locomotives were introduced 

in 1833.

The company was taken over by

the North Eastern Railway in 1863,

transferring 200 route miles of line and

about 160 locomotives, but continued 

to operate independently as the

Darlington Section until 1876.

The railway route is one of eight

sites to be declared a Heritage Action 

Zone, joining 10 which have already

been established.The other new

zones include the Grimsby Kasbah,

the centre of the port’s once bustling

fishing industry, the bottle kilns in

Longton near Stoke-on-Trent which

helped give the region its name the

Potteries, Rochdale’s Drake Street area,

a once-bustling shopping destination

with strong connections to the co-

operative movement Bishop Auckland,

Dewsbury, Lowestoft andWalworth in 

south London.

The funding follows a report

published by the All-Party Parliamentary

Group on Industrial Heritage which

emphasised the importance of

preserving Britain’s working class

heritage alongside the mansions and

country houses built by the rich, many of

which were paid for from the proceeds

of industrialisation.The report explores

how England’s industrial heritage can

be protected so that future generations

can explore how the country became an 

economic powerhouse.

Group chairman NickThomas-

Symonds MP said:“Heritage is about

much more than stately homes: large

numbers were funded through industry.

The aristocracy have left their mark

on our country. But, equally, so have

working people.

“That is why industrial heritage is

so important: not only because of its

current economic potential but because

understanding it is key to our national

identity. Let’s do all we can to preserve it

and utilise it for our generation, and all 

those who will follow us.”

Nineteenth-century Darlington artist John Dobbin’s best-known work is the Opening of the Stockton to Darlington Railway, 

depicting the first train running over the Skerne Viaduct.

Newly delivered to North Weald

station is 1959 tube stock driving 

motor vehicle No. 1031. EOR

A 1959 tube stock driving motor

vehicle, donated by London

Underground to the Epping Ongar

Railway, has been delivered to North

Weald station.

The carriage, No. 1031 previously in

the Northern Line depot at Morden,

had to be moved as part of a major

upgrade project and was donated to

the heritage line by the Underground.

Brought by low-loader from Morden,

it was unloaded in a complicated

procedure using two cranes.

It will be placed on permanent

display at NorthWeald as an added

attraction for visitors and will become

a small museum showing the history

of the line and displaying London 

Transport memorabilia.

The Chipping Ongar branch was

opened by the GER in 1865, mainly

to take agricultural produce from the

nearby farms into central London.

London Underground services took

over the operation of the line from

BR on September 29, 1949, and

electrified in November 1957, when

tube trains replaced steam.

The line was under the threat of

closure for many years, as services

were reduced through lack of

patronage, and it finally closed on

September 30, 1994.

EOR business development

manager DeanWalton said:“I am

delighted that we have been able 

to add this attractive carriage to our

collection of vehicles.We have no

plans to bring it in passenger service

but the interior is in great shape and

I know that following some work by

our volunteers our passengers will

love it.“

No. 1031 is an example of the type

that used to work on the Northern

and Piccadilly lines before withdrawal 

in early 2000.

It was the last tube train to be

crewed with a motorman and a guard.

It was retained at Morden depot

and converted for use as at various

times as a training venue and office,

and was repainted into the 1920s

Underground livery to demonstrate 

the paint facility at the depot.

The other driving car of the unit is

currently at the Mangapps Museum,

along with one of its passenger cars.

A tube train appears back on the Epping-Ongar Railway!
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FORMER staff volunteers of the South 

Devon Railway are being invited to a 

reunion event next April to mark the 

50th anniversary of the opening of the 

heritage line.

The first passenger trains ran on the 

Dart Valley Railway on April 5, 1969, 

hauled by GWR 0-6-0PT No. 6412. The 

official opening, undertaken by former 

BR chairman and axeman Dr Richard 

Beeching, followed on May 21 that year.

The railway is inviting anyone who 

worked as a volunteer or employee 

of any of the South Devon Railway 

companies or associated groups and 

the line’s former owners, the Dart Valley 

Railway, BR or the GWR – to an event on 

April 13 at Buckfastleigh station.

The reunion is being held during the 

Golden Anniversary Steam Gala which 

will highlight both visiting engines 

and home-based ones from the half 

cententary of the line.

Railway spokesman Dick Wood said: 

“It’s a grand reunion for everyone 

who has ever worked on the former 

Ashburton branch from Totnes at any 

point in its history.

“People from the past can catch up 

with former friends and colleagues and 

see how the branch has developed and 

progressed in preservation.”

Attendees can ride the reunion train 

for free, as a thank you for all their help 

in the operation of the branch over 

the years.

To register for the event email trains@

southdevonrailway.org or telephone 

01364 644 370 or message the railway 

on its Facebook page.

Reunion to mark South Devon’s 50th anniversary

BR Standard 5MT 4-6-0 No. 73156 

is back in action on the Great 

Central Railway. Problems with the 

crank pins on the wheelsets led 

to the recently-restored engine 

being withdrawn from traffic to 

undergo repair work in late 2017. 

The three coupled wheelsets 

were sent to South Devon Railway 

Engineering at Buckfastleigh for 

repairs in early January. April 17 

saw the locomotive back on its 

coupled wheels at Loughborough, 

and on April 30 a fire was lit to 

bring its  boiler to pressure. It 

returned to action at the line’s 

May 12-13 Goods Galore event. 

It is seen hauling the line’s 

‘Windcutter’ rake of mineral 

wagons between Woodhouses 

and Quorn & Woodhouse on  

May 13. RICHARD WARREN
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Lottery rejects NRM
bid for £13.4 million
By Robin Jones

THE National Railway Museum is 

exploring other avenues of major 

funding after the Heritage Lottery Fund’s 

shock refusal to back its planned  

£50 million redevelopment scheme as a 

part of the city’s York Central rejuvenation.

In April, dismayed officials of the York 

venue heard that their application for 

£13.4 million from the Lottery had been 

turned down.

Director Judith McNicol said: “We 

will now take some time to review the 

phasing for the projects that form our 

vision and how these best fit with the 

exciting plans for York Central.

“Whilst we are disappointed to receive 

the news that our Stage One bid to the 

HLF for £13.4 million to redevelop the 

Great Hall and create a new Open Store 

and Wonderlab was not successful, 

we remain completely committed to 

our vision.

“Alongside telling epic stories, we have 

a vital role to play in engaging the next 

generation of engineers and helping 

to plug the skills gap through inspiring 

young minds.”

She said it was hoped that funding 

could also come from central and local 

THE overhaul and re-engining of 

the North Yorkshire Moors Railway’s 

Class 04 diesel shunter is approaching 

completion. 

The work on 1953-built D2207 has 

been largely a training project for 

apprentices, carried out after a generous 

donor purchased a replacement 

Gardner 8L3 engine that came from a 

fishing boat.

It required some modifications in 

order to fit the locomotive, but luckily 

they were relatively minor and consisted

mainly of replacing the marine sump

with the one that came from the old 

fishing boat engine. 

The locomotive has been started up 

and moved and now some of the last 

jobs are being completed, notably fitting 

new side rod bushes. 

A previous restoration had seen the 

bronze bushes replaced with ones 

from engineering plastic, but these 

were unsuccessful and new bronze 

replacements are being made.

Another unusual activity going on at 

the moment is the preparation of two

traction motors destined to be fitted

to Class 37 No. 37264 that suffered a 

flashover in 2017. 

The two replacement motors have 

been recovered from a spare bogie and 

are being checked over prior to fitting.

Traction motor changes have rarely 

been carried out on heritage railways 

to date, perhaps because of the 

complexities of lifting locomotives. 

The class 37 body is just a ton or so 

over the safe working load of the NYMR’s 

carriage jacks and a set of jacks will most 

probably have to be hired in to allow the

bogies to be extracted for repair.

Fishing for a new engine for shunter

government, foundations and other 

funding streams, and added: “We are 

very fortunate that there are a lot of 

people who are very keen on the railways 

and engineering. They are very keen to 

support us, which is fantastic. I am very 

optimistic about the opportunities for 

other funding given the enthusiasm that 

has been shown for our vision.”

It is the second time in six months that 

the Lottery has turned down a bid for 

funding for a major railway museum. Late 

last year, it refused to award £9.5 million 

to an £18 million plan for a museum 

at Leicester North on the Great Central 

Railway, a scheme being developed by 

the heritage line in conjunction with the 

NRM and Leicester City Council.

The latest disappointment came 

as the NRM unveiled Britain’s first 

prototype Hyperloop pod, which is being 

developed at the University of Edinburgh, 

as a sign of the organisation’s focus on 

the future. Hyperloop technology could 

one day see passengers travelling in 

pods at speeds of up to 650mph inside 

near-vacuum tubes.

Judith said the museum’s ambition is 

to become “more relevant” and inspire 

the engineers of the future. “The new 

Hyperloop pod is about the possibilities 

of travel in the future,” she said.

“It is testing out what is possible, the 

same way Stephenson’s Rocket did in 

its day. The possibilities for the future of 

travel are exciting.”

Colonel Stephens, the man behind the light railway empire that once included the Kent & East Sussex Railway, was born on October 18, 1868. To commemorate the 

150th anniversary of his birth, the KESR staged a special weekend in May featuring a rare appearance of its only serviceable LBSCR A1X ‘Terrier’ 0-6-0T No. 32678. The 

‘Terrier’, which has now spent 78 of its 138 years on the line, starts the climb out of Rolvenden with vintage four-wheeled stock on May 13. GEOFF SILCOCK

Will the 

Hyperloop 

pod ever make 

long-distance 

rail travel 

redundant? A 

prototype pod 

is displayed in 

front of Flying 

Scotsman at 

the NRM. JODY 

FOSTER/NRM
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IN BRIEF
➜ THE North Yorkshire Moors 

Railway has dipped a toe back 

into the water of contract work 

by successfully tendering for the 

contract to replace the firebox of 

the Fairbourne Railway’s 2-6-4T 

Russell. The work is fully funded 

by an anonymous donor and will 

be carried out next winter, with 

Russell being stripped down for 

removal of its boiler for dispatch to 

Grosmont once the peak season is 

over and it will be back in service 

at Fairbourne in 2019.

➜ THE Fairbourne Railway’s half-size 

Darjeeling B class 0-4-0SWT Sherpa 

is to pay its second visit to the 

Littlehampton Miniature Railway for 

that line’s 70th anniversary on June 

23/24. Back in 2012 it spent a short 

spell on hire to the south coast line, 

which currently does not have a 

steam locomotive.  

➜ THE reopening of Saltburn-by-

the-Sea’s cliff tramway is likely 

to be delayed until after the 

summer after further inspections 

revealed that more extensive 

repairs are needed. The revamp 

includes restoring the original 

Victorian features.

➜ HERITAGE Painting has completed 

the repainting of BR Standard 4MT 

4-6-0 No. 75027, in preparation for 

static display in the Bluebell Railway’s 

new Sheffield Park museum.

➜ THE Great Central Railway’s WR 

4-6-0 No. 6990 Witherslack Hall is 

making a second visit to the East 

Lancashire Railway this summer, 

while Llangollen Railway-based 

GWR 2-6-2T No. 5199 will be 

spending the summer there too. 

➜ FALKIRK East MP Martyn Day 

officially opened a new museum 

at the Bon’ess & Kinneil Railway’s 

Bo’ness museum. The ‘From Scotland 

to the Somme’ museum details the 

role that Scotland’s railways played 

during World War One and also the 

stories of some of the railwaymen 

who fought at the front and never 

came home. The exhibition runs 

until November 11, the centenary of 

the Armistice.





Somerset&Dorset Trust-ownedKilmersdon is seen
on test approachingTruthallHalt haulingaMk.1
suburbancoach.OLLIE RIDGE/HELSTON RAILWAY

Steam stars again in
Trevithick country
ByRobinJones

PRUSSIANblue-liveriedPeckett

saddletankKilmersdonmayhave

oftenbeenviewedasa‘sideshow’at its

homeatWashford stationon theWest

SomersetRailway, giving shunting

demonstrationsat special events.

However, inCornwall,whatwas

the last steam locomotive towork

atKilmersdonColliery andwithin

theSomerset coalfieldhasacquired

immediate superstar status, as the first

tohaul timetabledpassenger trainson

theHelstonRailway.

Themile-long linehashad steam

visitorsbefore, butnonehadup tonow

hauledpassenger trains.

After concludingadealwithowner

theWashford-basedSomerset&Dorset

RailwayTrust tohireKilmersdonuntil

early 2019, the0-4-0ST,No. 1788of

1928, began its journey to the farwest

onApril 27.

Its first passengerworkingwas

scheduled for Sunday,May27, the

10.30amdeparture fromProspidnick

Halt, aspart of its Return to the1940s

event.

Before then,however,Kilmersdon

playeda starring role inanannual

parade tocelebrate the life andwork

of themanwho inventednotonly the

effective self-propelledvehiclebut also

the railway locomotive–Cornishmining

engineerRichardTrevithick.

Thedayafter it leftWashford,

Kilmersdon, carriedon its low loader,

tookpart in theTrevithickDayparade

through the streetsofCamborneon

Saturday,April 28, theonly railway

engineamongst aprocessionof all

things steam– tractionenginesbig

andsmall, steamrollers, showmen’s

engines,Trevithick vehicle replicas and

evena steam-poweredcar – through

the streetsof themining townas

thousandsofonlookerswatched

fromthepavements.Atone stage,

localMPGeorgeEusticeboarded

Kilmersdon’s footplate.

TrevithickDay, a community led street

festival ofdiverse freeentertainment,

hasbeenheld since1984.Highlights are

theprocessionalmorningdancewith

almost 300children from local schools

dressedasbalmaidens (womenwho

workedat the tin andcoppermines

hammering theextractedore from

the rock) andminers, theafternoon

Trevithick’sDance for adultswho live

orwork in the town–someofwhom

dress inCornish tartan for theoccasion

– street entertainers, covered stages

withvariousbandsplaying, andof

course, the centrepiece steamroad

locomotiveprocession.

Immersed inmining
RichardTrevithick (1771-1833), the son

of aminingcaptain,was immersed

inmining fromanearly age.Hedid

not impress at school, but inhis adult

life excelled in thedevelopmentof

steamtechnology.Hismost significant

contributionwas thedevelopmentof

the first high-pressure steamengine–

something thathis contemporaries said

couldneverbe safelydone.

Trevithickbuilt a full-size steamroad

locomotive in1801, ona sitenear the

present-dayForeStreet inCamborne.

Trevithicknamedhis carriagePuffing

DevilandonChristmasEve that year,

demonstrated it by successfully carrying

sixpassengersupForeStreet and

thencontinuingonupCamborneHill,

fromCamborneCross, to thevillage

ofBeacon.His cousinAndrewVivian

steered themachine.This iswidely

recognisedas the first demonstrationof

effective steam-powered transportation

poweredby steam.

Theconceptwasbynomeansoriginal,

for in1770, FrenchArmycaptainNicolas-

JosephCugnotbuilt a self-propelled

steamcarriage, said tohave reached

speedsof 2.25mph,butwhichproved

unstable andhis short-livedexperiment

failed tomeet theArmy’s specified

performance level.

InventorWilliamMurdochhad

developedanddemonstratedamodel

steamcarriage, initially in1784, and

demonstrated it toTrevithick adecade

later.Trevithick livednextdoor to

Murdoch inRedruth in1797-98.

Onemajor reasonwhyTrevithick

sawthe local need for steam-powered

vehicleswas for thepurposeof

haulingheavypiecesof equipment for

stationary steamengines fromnearby

ports to themineswhere theywould

beused.At the start of the19thcentury,

Cornwallwas still fairly isolatedandwas

best accessedby ship.However,most

of thecountry’s roadsweremuddy,

potholedaffairswhichcouldnot carry

theweightof a steam locomotive, so

Trevithick turned to the railwayconcept

as ameans to support them.

Hebuilt his first railway locomotive

atCoalbrookdale inShropshire in1802,

and itwasonFebruary21, 1804, that

oneofhis steam locomotiveshauleda

train along thePenydarren Ironworks

tramway inMerthyrTydfil. Usinghigh-

pressure steam, theCornishmanhad

shown theworld that self-propelled

vehicleswerea reality, not apipedream.

Therewasnomad rush toembracehis

self-propelledvehicle technology, as the

horse remainedkind.However,when

Britain suffered fromanational, shortage

ofhorsesduring theNapoleonicWars

in thenextdecade, northernmine

ownersdusteddownTrevithick’s

ideas andcreatedademand for steam

locomotives to runon their lines.The

ageof the likesof theStephensons and

Hackworthwasborn, and theworld

wouldbechanged forever, thanks toan

ideawhichoriginated inCornwall.

FortuneeludedTrevithick andhedied

inpoverty inDartford, Kent, in1833, a

yearbefore theBodmin&Wadebridge

Railwaybecamehisnativeduchy’s first

public steam-hauled railway.

Two firsts
Here, however, is a caseof two‘firsts’

coming together – the first heritage

era steampassenger trainon the

Helstonbranch, anda celebrationof

themanwho invented the first steam

railwayengine.

After thebigparade, themorningof

Sunday, April 29, sawKilmersdon lit up

at dawnbefore test runsbegan, firstly

light engine and thenhauling aMk.1

suburban coachwhich is on long-term

lease from theSouthDevonRailway.

The arrival ofKilmersdonmayyet

see theHelstonRailway able to run

two locomotives in steam. In 2016,

the railway tookPeckett 0-4-0ST

No. 2100of 1949on loan from

PortsmouthCityCouncil. Appropriately,

it is namedWilliamMurdoch, after

the fellow inventorwhonodoubt

inspiredTrevithickwithhismodel

steamcarriage.

The locomotive is currently

undergoing its 10-year boiler

examination and refurbishment.The

railway is planning aWinter Steam

Upevent onSaturday, January 5,

featuringboth locomotives in steam,

subject toWilliamMurdoch’soverhaul

being completed.
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Kilmersdonundergoing test straight after its arrival on theHelstonRailway. It is hoped to run steamservices everySunday in

August,while the line’s Santa specials inDecemberwill beall steam.OLLIE RIDGE/HELSTON RAILWAY

Left: This replicaof Trevithick’sPuffingDevilwas launchedby theTrevithick

Society in2001 tomark itsbicentenary. ROBIN JONES

Kilmersdon in theTrevithickDayparade through the streetsofCamborneon

Saturday,April 28.ROBIN JONES

ThisModelBSurreySteamCar in the

TrevithickDayparadewasbuilt in

1902by theWhiteSewingMachine

Company inCleveland,Ohio. From

1900-11Whiteproduced steam-

poweredcarsbefore switching to

petrol. ROBIN JONES

AdrawingofoneofRichardTrevithick’s first locomotivesheld in theNational

RailwayMuseum’sYorkarchives. It is oneofmanyworld-changingdocuments

which can, freeof charge, beaccessedbymembersof thepublic byarrangement

with themuseum’s SearchEngine facility,which is celebrating its 10thbirthday

this year.ROBIN JONES

MagnificentBurrell showman’s engineNo. 3949of1922PrincessMarywasoneof

the showstealersonTrevithickDay.ROBIN JONES
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Vintage Tube stock to be
withdrawn from Island Line
ByPhilMarsh

AT AN Isle ofWight Council meeting

on May 3, it was confirmed that the

UK’s only offshore franchised main

line railway will see its 80-year-old

trains replaced.

The news became public knowledge 

when representatives from South

Western Railway, the Island Line

franchise operators, presented an

outline of its proposals concerning

the future of the 8½ mile line running

between Ryde Pierhead and Shanklin

to councillors.

When SWR was awarded the franchise,

it committed to providing a‘costed

option’to the Department forTransport

on how to make the line more financially

sustainable by May 31.

Commercial details remain under

wraps but SWR confirmed its intention

to replace the UK’s oldest franchised

trains with“refurbished rolling stock of a

larger profile”enabling guards to move

between carriages and offering a more

comfortable passenger ride.Trains will

offer wi-fi, charging points and real time 

passenger running information.

SWR will carry out heavy track

repairs (it responsibility under the 

franchise agreement) and to work with

the council with the Ryde Gateway

scheme which will transform the

underwhelming Ryde Esplanade station.

The half-mile long Ryde Pier, however,

is Network Rail’s responsibility and has

only had routine maintenance work

carried out on it in the last 50 years. Its

deteriorating condition now demands

attention and the owners have carried

out a structural survey.While the

supporting steelwork is sound, the

decking and track have to be replaced

and discussions are ongoing between

SWR, Network Rail and the DfT about

carrying out this work.

An island delegation visitedViva Rail

at Long Marston to be shown the 1978

tube stock being converted to main

line use byTyseley LocomotiveWorks

chairman Adrian Shooter.When SWR

replace the 1938 stock, and if any of

the six two-car sets will be offered to

preserved railways, are other unknowns.

It is understood that the line

will remain as now with third-rail

electrification and should it be ever be

extended to Newport orVentnor, the

1978 stock can be fitted with either

battery or diesel powered engines.

The SWR costed option is expected to 

include a new passing loop at Brading,

enabling a regular 30-minute interval

service to operate on the line.The island

platform at Brading is not equipped with

disabled access so the public footpath

at the end of the Shanklin end of the

platform could be the cheapest option 

to meet accessibility legislation.

Because of the commercial

confidentiality involved, it is not known

if the costed option includes the

extension to Newport via Havenstreet

which would allow steam services to

reach Ryde St Johns.

However, given the modular nature

of the 1978 stock created byViva Rail,

engineering work could be carried out

at Havenstreet ensuring a main line

connection to an iconic heritage railway. 

Another preservation first!

Enjoy Yourself Tito... star
rides on SVR footplate
JACKSON 5 star Tito Jackson took a ride

on the Severn Valley Railway before

jumping on the footplate on GWR 4-6-0

No. 7802BradleyManor.

The singer-songwriter who confessed

to a love of trains boarded a first-

class carriage at Bridgnorth and

jumped on the footplate on arrival at

Kidderminster.

He shovelled coal in the firebox,

donned the driver’s hat and then

visited the station’s refreshment rooms

before heading back to Bridgnorth

with a cup of coffee.

Tito said:“The Severn Valley is

beautiful. I’ll be visiting again for sure.”

A SVR spokesman said:“It’s not every

day you have a member of The Jackson

5 taking a ride on a steam train – we 

want you back!”

THOUGHTLESS and dangerous action

by inconsiderate level crossing users

has delayed the reopening of the

Chinnor & Princes Risborough Railway.

On Monday, May 14, the railway

closed the byway at Little Horsenden

level crossing, half a mile from Princes

Risborough.The level crossing track was

life expired having last been relaid by

BR over 60 years ago. As the byway is a

public right of way, the C&PRR obtained

the legally required temporary traffic

restriction order from Buckinghamshire

County Council, and diversions for both

pedestrians and other traffic was signed

throughout its route.

A team of volunteers had taken

a week’s holiday to carry out the

repairs avoiding weekends when the

crossing is most frequently used. But

throughout the week, work had to stop

as a few members of the public chose

to ignore the road closed signs and

trespassed onto the worksite, forcing

volunteers to suspend use of heavy

plant and machinery construction

equipment.

These intrusions delayed the carefully

planned engineering project and

has cost the CPRR hard earned cash

by extending hire periods for the

machinery used to move 20 metre rails

and heavy concrete sleepers.

Volunteers were repeatedly forced

to suspend operations to ensure the

safety of people who climbed over

fences and gates to trespass on the site.

The trespass was so bad that police

had to be called several times to ensure

safety of volunteers from threats made

by intruders against volunteers and

putting themselves at serious risk of

injury. The railway has a duty to ensure

that the public are not placed at risk,

even if they act foolishly and illegally.

Because of these actions of a few,

delays have been incurred and final

work outstanding saw the level crossing

remain closed until May 23 despite the

railway tracks being renewed, because

the rails and sleepers presented an

unacceptable tripping hazard.

Meanwhile, the line’s trains will not

be going to Princes Risborough in June

and July, so as to enable the track and

station team to get Platform 4, the new

interchange platform, up and running 

for the summer holidays.

Chinnor volunteers are 
‘threatened’ while
renewing crossing

Taking a turn on the footplate at Kidderminster Town: Tamla Motown star Tito 

Jackson. SVR

Brading station with London Underground 38 stock No. 6 on the foot crossing on

a Shanklin-bound train on May 16. Will it now be preserved or face the scrapyard? 

PHIL MARSH
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New P2 pledges now top £3m
PLEDGES of money to build Britain’s

most powerful steam locomotive – the

seventh Gresley P2 2-8-2 No. 2007Prince

ofWales– have broken through the

£3 million barrier.

The figure accounts for 60% of the £5

million needed to build the locomotive.

This new apex inThe A1 Steam

LocomotiveTrust’s project coincides

with the 200th member signing up for

The Mikado Club which was launched

in March 2016 to raise £200,000 from

160 members to wheel the engine.This

particular scheme was extended in May

2017 to 200 members and £250,000 to

also wheel the tender.

As we revealed on our last issue, actual

donations to what is the world’s fastest-

growing standard gauge new-build

project have topped £2 million.

More than 860 people have already

signed up to the‘P2 for the price of a pint

of beer per week’covenant scheme since

its launch in March 2014.

In addition to this core scheme, funds

have been raised throughThe Founders

Club (over 360 members donated £1000

each plus Gift Aid – target 100 people),

now closed and raised over £450,000;The

Mikado Club (launched in March 2016

with an initial target of 160 members to

wheel the engine and extended in May

2017 to 200 members to also wheel

the tender) is now fully subscribed with

200 supporters pledging £1000 each

plus Gift Aid and therefore potentially

raising £250,000;The Cylinder Club

(launched in October 2017) is now also

fully subscribed with 100 people having

already pledged £,000 each plus Gift

Aid and therefore potentially raising

£125,000;The Boiler Club (156 people

have pledged £2000 each to fund the

boiler – target of 300 people – meaning

well over half of the £600,000 target now

pledged); and Dedicated Donations

(over £225,000 from existing supporters

sponsoring a variety of components).

Last month the trust launchedThe

Motion Club to finance the manufacture

of the heavy motion for No. 2007, setting

the challenge of raising £210,000 from

175 supporters each donating £1000

plus Gift Aid. In just three weeks the trust

had already signed up 36 members for

this scheme, potentially worth £45,000

including Gift Aid.

Attention is now focused on wheeling

the new P2.The trust is confident that

the rolling chassis will be completed this

summer and has recently ordered all the

coupling and connecting rods.

P2 project director and trustee Mark

Allatt said:“We are delighted with the

level of support that the project to build

Britain’s most powerful steam locomotive 

has received since its launch.

“However, to maintain this rate of

progress we need to raise more than

£700,000 per year.We would encourage

all our supporters to help us to meet 

these deadlines.”

Palmerstonirst visit to Bala

The LSWR’s last chief mechanical engineer, Robert

Urie’s, retirement citation and silver cup.CHALCOTTS

Urie house clearance

‘treasure trove’ for auction
ByRobinJones

A HAND painted retirement citation of the LSWR’s

last chief mechanical engineer and other related

documents discovered during a house clearance in

Lyme Regis are set to be sold at auction.

The citation marks the retirement at the Grouping of

1923 of RobertWallace Urie who, following the death

of Dugald Drummond in 1912, became CME until

his retirement.

Born in Ardeer in Scotland in 1854, Urie undertook

an apprenticeship before being employed as a

draughtsman by various locomotive builders. He

joined the Caledonian Railway and was appointed

chief draughtsman in 1890 at the St Rollox locomotive

works in Glasgow.Transferring to the LSWR in 1897,

Urie later relocated with the locomotive works to

Eastleigh in Hampshire.

He was responsible for the building of 26 engine

designs in 12 years, commissioned to improve on the

existing inadequate and unreliable older locomotives

and was so influential that these are known as the

‘Urie class’of engines, a 4-6-0 tender engine sub-group

of the King Arthur class. His H15, N15 and S15 4-6-0s

continued to be built by the Southern Railway under

Richard Maunsell’s direction.

The retirement citation, drawn byWaterlow & Sons

of LondonWall, is topped with an image of the first of

the King Arthur class,Excalibur, which was turned out 

in 1918.

Urie also invented the Eastleigh Superheater.

Among the documents is a legal application to patent

the specification of the superheater, with technical

drawings and Urie’s handwritten notes to the solicitor –

including his indignant response to what appears to be

a question about the originality of the design.

His son David Chalmers Urie became a locomotive

engineer with the Highland Railway and later the LMS.

The paperwork, which was found in a black tin

trunk, is said to paint a full picture of Urie’s life and the

activities of the LSWR. It includes Urie’s notebooks,

his hand-jotted technical drawings and locomotive

costings, a blueprint and other details.

In addition to the citation and ephemera there is a

large engraved silver cup, personally presented to Urie

by his colleagues,‘The Supervisors and Running Staffs

at Exeter, Salisbury, Bournemouth and Dorchester

Districts.’

Several letters from various railway workers reveal

the high esteem in which they held him.

The collection will be sold in three lots (the citation

and documents, the silver cup and a silver salver) at

Chilcotts Fine Art, Antiques and Collectors Items sale in

Honiton on June 2, at Chilcotts Silver Street sale room

close to Honiton Community College.

Viewing is onThursday, May 31, 9.30am to 5pm,

Friday, June 1, 9.30am to 7pm and on sale day from

8.30am.

The sale starts at 10.30am.Viewing and live online

bidding will also be available via the-saleroom.com

THE Bala Lake Railway has brought

forward its annual steam gala to

avoid a clash with the Ffestiniog

Railway’s June 22-24 Hunslet

125 event.

The theme of this year’s gala is

the Penrhyn Quarry Railway, and

with several quarry Hunslets visiting

NorthWales the opportunity has

been taken to reunite Bala resident

Winifred,repatriated in 2012 after

50 years in exile in the USA, with

Bressingham-basedGwynedd,which

was recently restored to service.

The June 16-18 event will be the

first time that the two locomotives

will have been reunited since they

left Penrhyn Quarry in the Sixties

and it’s believed it’ll be the first time

that two Penrhyn Port Class Hunslets

have been together in preservation.

There were only three in the class, the

third being Launceston’sLilian.

The NationalTrust’sHughNapier,

which visited last year as a last

minute replacement following the

failure ofGeorgeB,will be returning 

for this year’s gala.

The railway was hoping to

announce a third visiting Penrhyn

Quarry locomotive for the event.

The railway has a total of four

original or replica Penrhyn Quarry

Railway quarrymen’s coaches on

site; the two that are operational

will feature in a busy timetable of

passengeranddemonstrationfreight

trains, that will also include a variety 

of PQR wagons.

With the Bala Lake Railway’s

resident fleet departing over the

hills during the following week to

take part in the Hunslet 125 event,

the line’s service trains will be

hauled by visiting engines for the

remainder of the week.Gwynedd

is scheduled to be in charge on

June 19-20, while the Ffestiniog

Railway’s George England 0-4-0STT

Palmerstonwill be making its first

visit to the line to haul trains on June

21 and 23-24. It will also be the first

time that a tender engine will have

been in charge of trains through

Bala since Beeching closed the GWR

cross-country route in the 1960s.
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UK’s last railway nursery marks 30th anniversary
ByStuart Chapman

POPPLETONCommunity Railway

Nursery is celebrating the 30th

anniversary of its internal narrow

gauge railway.

What is Britain’s last surviving railway

nursery, located at Poppletonnear

York, dates back to the SecondWorld

War,when the station goods yardwas

usedby the LNER togrow food for the

company’s hotels and staff canteens.

The 2ft gauge railway dates back 30

years to 1988when itwas introduced

to transportmaterials andproduce

around thenursery.

Muchof the trackwas reclaimed from

BR andother railway sites.The railway

was formally openedbyTVgardener

Geoffrey Smith in 1988.

Sadly, the nursery and the railway fell

into disrepair followingprivatisation

andmost of the infrastructure and

equipmentwas disposedof. However,

in 2006, following abandonment of the

site by Jarvis, interest grew in retaining

the last railway nursery left in the

country.

In 2009 PoppletonCommunity

RailwayNurserywas granted a tenancy

of the site fromNetwork Rail, and

beganoperating the site as a not-for-

profit charitable group.

Today the nursery provides an

important roleworking in partnership

with theNHS toprovide horticultural

skills training to adults recovering from

mental health crises.

The narrowgauge railway is now

firmly back in operation andhas been

extended.

Main traction is providedby Loweco,

a 1942-built Lister (works number

20449) and there is also amotorised

wagon.The 30th anniversary on July 5

is even to have a visiting engine.This

ticketed event is likely to be followed

by anopenday on the following

weekendwhichwill be open to the

general public.

Right: Romney, Hythe & 

Dymchurch Railway Mountain-

type 4-8-2 twins No. 5 Hercules 

and No. 6 Samson prepare to 

run the ‘Mountain Explorer’ 

at the May 12-13 annual gala. 

STEVE TOWN/RHDR

Above: Visiting from the 

Ravenglass & Eskdale Railway, 

2-8-2 River Mite leads a triple-

header featuring No. 5 Hercules 

and No. 6 Samson as the 

climax to the Romney, Hythe & 

Dymchurch Railway’s annual 

steam and diesel gala on May 

12-13. STEVE TOWN/RHDR

Above: The 2ft gauge line serves the everyday needs of the 

Poppleton nursery. STUART CHAPMAN

Right: Lister Loweco is the motive power on one of Britain’s most 

unusual heritage lines. STUART CHAPMAN
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Mail Rail ‘RedWheel’
plaque royal unveiling
MAIL Rail has become the 100th

location in the UK to receive a‘Red

Wheel’plaque.

The plaque was unveiled by Prince

Michael of Kent in his capacity as patron

of theTransportTrust, which runs the

RedWheel scheme, at a ceremony on

May 14.

The plaque, fixed to the facade of

the building, formerly the Mail Rail

engineering depot, has been awarded

in recognition of its legacy in the

development of transport, and of its

unique features.

The prince has previously unveiled

RedWheel plaques at the world’s first

purpose-built motor racing circuit,

Brooklands, and at the Camden

Roundhouse, now a live music venue.

ChrisTaft, head of collections atThe

Postal Museum said:“We’re absolutely

thrilled to be receiving this accolade,

and delighted that the Mail Rail

remains so relevant today as part ofThe

Postal Museum.

Trust chairman StuartWilkinson said:

“This RedWheel plaque is a testament

to the work that went in to building the

ground-breaking Mail Rail almost 100

years ago, and to the pioneering spirit

which continues to go in to conserving

and promoting it today.”

Newtrain, newCEO:AMail Rail trainoperatesonLondon’snewest railwayattraction (mainpicture), and inset, LauraWright,

whohasbeenappointed chief executiveof ThePostalMuseum,ofwhich the railway is apart. THE POSTALMUSEUM

PrinceMichael ofKentunveils theRedWheelplaqueatMail Rail onMay14.

THE POSTALMUSEUM

Art gallery chief takes a 
ride to London’s Mail Rail
By Geoff Courtney

MAIL Rail, the new trailblazing visitor 

attraction in London that is attracting 

passengers in their tens of thousands, has 

appointed a new chief executive officer. 

She is Laura Wright, currently in a 

senior position at the Tate network of art 

galleries, and she will take up her new 

role on June 25.

Laura will succeed Simon Opie, who 

since the beginning of this year has 

been interim chief  executive of The 

Postal Museum, which incorporates Mail 

Rail and has recently opened a multi-

million pound museum on its Mount 

Pleasant site in Clerkenwell, near King’s 

Cross station.

Her background is in retailing, and 

she is currently chief executive of Tate 

Enterprises and a member of the Tate 

Directors’ Group and management teams 

of London’s Tate Britain and Tate Modern.

Unique opportunity
Rick Wills, chairman of The Postal 

Museum, said: “Leading our new 

museum and Mail Rail, a one-of-a-kind 

underground rail ride, is a unique 

opportunity. We are confident Laura’s 

expertise will enable us to continue 

to compete with other major national 

players, not only in the museum sector 

but also the crowded attractions 

marketplace. 

“Laura impressed us with her strategic, 

commercial and customer focus, and 

we are confident she will bring a style 

of leadership that complements our 

strengths and will see us flourish over 

the coming years.” 

Laura added: “I am really thrilled at the 

appointment, and am looking forward 

to working with everyone to establish 

the attraction following its hugely 

successful recent opening.”

Simon was made interim chief 

executive after the departure of 

Adrian Steel, who had overseen the 

construction of the new museum and 

the opening of Mail Rail, which, as 

revealed exclusively in Heritage Railway 

issue 238, carried more than 55,000 

passengers in its first four months 

following its opening last September.

The railway, part of a £26 million project 

that also included the new museum, 

is a restored stretch of the former Post 

Office Underground Railway that opened 

in 1927 to carry millions of letters and 

parcels a day between Paddington in the 

west of London and Liverpool Street and 

Whitechapel Road in the east. 

The 2ft gauge 6½-mile line, the world’s 

first driverless electric railway, ran 70ft 

beneath the capital’s streets until 2003, 

when it was closed and mothballed, 

with a small maintenance team being 

retained. Work on creating Mail Rail 

started in 2013, and involved not only 

the restoration of nearly a mile of track, 

but also the conversion of the railway’s 

former maintenance and repair depot 

beneath the Mount Pleasant site into 

an exhibition and hospitality centre and 

the boarding point for passengers, who 

in the line’s operational days had never 

been allowed on the trains.

Rare glimpse
Travellers are taken on a 20-minute 

ride, accompanied by a recorded 

commentary and audio-visual 

displays, through tunnels that weren’t 

designed for passenger-carrying trains, 

thus providing a rare glimpse of an 

underground commercial railway in 

operation. At the time of revealing the 

success of Mail Rail’s first four months, 

Simon Opie said: “The response has 

been amazing.”

Meanwhile, the museum is one of 

five shortlisted for the 2018 Art Fund 

Museum of the Year award, the prize for 

which is £100,000, the largest museum 

prize in the world. Ironically, one of those 

that The Postal Museum and Mail Rail 

will be in competition with is Tate St 

Ives, which is within the Tate Enterprises’ 

portfolio of which Laura is currently 

chief executive.

Of the nomination, Opie said: “It is quite 

surreal in a way. To be so new and fresh 

and to be shortlisted is a very welcome 

and unexpected surprise. Opening up 

Mail Rail to the public is the thing that has 

really captured the imagination of all our 

visitors, but they also enjoy everything 

else we have to offer.” 

The winner will be announced on 

July 5.
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ON July 1 last year the Gwili Railway

opened its long-awaited southern

extension to Abergwili and began

running public trains there the

following day.

However, the message appears not

to have reached all the locals – many

of whom apparently believe the line is

still closed.

Incidents of people walking and

even teenagers riding bicycles on the

1¾-mile extension seems to have

become a daily occurrence, with

emergency brakes being slammed on

as trains encounter people on the line

oblivious to the fact that it is now“live.”

In the latest such incident, a man

was seen walking the line near the

Gwili waterfall. The locomotive made

an emergency stop, as passengers

enjoyed an afternoon tea on board.

Two places seem to be hot spots, the

first being the road crossing south of

the gates at Bronwydd Arms – areas

where vehicles have to pass are a

concern with vehicles not stopping

as the train approaches. The footplate

crew policy is always to blow the

whistle at this area to warn vehicles of a

train approaching.

Vehicles not following highway

rules when approaching railway lines

can be reported to the police with a

summons issued.

The second area for trespass is along

the‘red zone’down to the waterfall.

This area does not have safe access

because there is no safe area to wait at

the side of the track. The only access 

across is by the fishing rights walkway,

which is a private fishing area.

Railway spokesman Scott Artus said:

“Children and teenagers, as well as

adults, have been caught walking or

riding bikes along the line, assuming 

that it is not used.

“Footplate crews are finding it

distressing to perform an emergency

braking procedure.

“The line is clearly signposted and

trespass notices warn the public of the

dangers,”he said.

Writer of The GNR
Steam Train dies
ByHughDougherty

COUNTRY and western singer,‘Big

Tom’, who made the Irish hit,The

GNR SteamTrain famous with his

aptly-named Mainliners showband,

has died aged 81.

Tom McBride who wrote and

performed several songs about

Irish railways was born beside

the Great Northern Railway of

Ireland’s Dundalk-Enniskillen

line at Castleblaney in 1936 and

had relatives who worked on

the railway.

He wrote theThe GNR Steam

Train as a tribute to the railway after

the line lost its passenger trains in

1957, being finally closed to goods 

between Dundalk and Clones

in 1958.

BigTom, who was known for

his love of the GNR (I) and sadness

at the closures, tells in the song

of seeing his first steam train at

Castleblaney station as a boy,

before it set off to Enniskillen and on

to Donegal.

The song also recalls the

Bundoran Express, taking pilgrims

to Lough Derg, and special trains

transporting crowds of Gaelic

football fans to big games at Clones,

while it also features the railway

taking emigrants away to find work.

The song ends by recalling the

closure of the railway, which, say

the lyrics, caused many grown men

to shed tears‘which fell like rain.’

The song was always a favourite

Trespassers causing danger on Gwili Railway extension

number performed by BigTom in

halls across Ireland and in Irish clubs

in Britain, before he gave up touring 

in 2017, and it helped keep the

memory of the GNR (I) alive.

LNER A3 Pacific No. 60103FlyingScotsmanapproaches Ais Gill summit with Steam Dreams’ four-day ‘Cathedrals Express’ tour returning from Edinburgh to London, 

with the A3 working the train as far as Preston on May 22. BRIAN SHARPE

Above: Big Tom, writer and

performer of The GNR Steam

Train. HIGHLAND RADIO

Right: The GNR Steam Train

lives on: 4-4-0 compoundMerlin

No. 85 was thoroughly approved

of by Big Tom. HUGH DOUGHERTY
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Imported Krauss Pacific Whillan Beck
arrives at Dalegarth on the Ravenglass
& Eskdale Railway piloting 2-8-2 River
Mite on May 6. BRIAN SHARPE



By Brian Sharpe

THE original Ravenglass and Eskdale 

Railway was a seven-mile 3ft gauge 

line opened in May 1875 to transport 

hematite iron ore from mines around 

Boot to the Furness Railway standard 

gauge line at Ravenglass.

Passengers were carried until 

November 1908, making it the first 

public narrow gauge railway in England, 

but the line closed in April 1913. 

Between 1915 and 1917, the line was 

converted to 15in gauge with services 

operated initially by Bassett-Lowke-

built, 4-4-2 Sans Pareil. An assortment of 

other larger locomotives followed.

The line struggled on until 1960 

when it was sold at auction. Local 

people and railway enthusiasts had 

formed the Ravenglass and Eskdale 

Railway Preservation Society to save 

the line, with financial backing by Sir 

Wavell Wakefield, MP for Marylebone 

and owner of the Ullswater Steamers. 

The railway was owned and operated 

by a private company, with the 

backing of the preservation society, an 

arrangement that is still in place.

Since preservation the line has gone 

from strength to strength and further 

engines were required; with 2-8-2 River 

Mite entering service in 1967, followed 

by 2-6-2 Northern Rock, constructed by 

the company itself. Diesel locomotives 

have also been constructed.

Ravenglass now has an impressive 

museum dedicated to the history of 

the line, with a collection of 15in gauge 

locomotives on display, some of which 

are steamable and are used during 

occasional special events.

The early spring bank holiday 

weekend saw services in the hands 

of River Mite and Northern Rock, plus 

the ‘Train from Spain’ the Krauss-built 

Pacific imported from Barcelona in 

2017, which was named Whillan Beck 

on May 5.

A special train ran on the Sunday 

headed by the museum’s Bassett-

Lowke Atlantic Synolda, and visiting 

sister engine Count Louis, twins to 

the railway’s original 15in gauge Sans 

Pareil. Also in steam and giving short 

rides was the newly-commissioned 

Heywood 0-4-0T Katie, which worked 

on the line briefly in 1916-1919 but was 

scrapped by the Fairbourne Railway in 

1926. The few remaining parts of the 

original frames plus the whistle, have 

been incorporated into the new engine.

Back to the future 
at Ravenglass!

32 Heritagerailway.co.uk ind us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway

NEWS



Main above:  The ‘Train from Spain’; 

the Krauss-built Pacific imported from 

Barcelona in 2017, now carrying its 

Whillan Beck nameplates, pilots River 

Mite into Irton Road on May 6.

Left: The newly-commissioned replica 

of Sir Arthur Heywood’s 0-4-0T Katie, 

incorporating the  few remaining parts 

of the original, giving short rides in 

front of the new workshop building at 

Ravenglass on May 6.

Top right: Bassett-Lowke Atlantic 

Count Louis, named after Count Louis 

Zborowski, the business partner of 

Captain Howey who built the Romney 

Hythe & Dymchurch Railway, stands at 

Ravenglass as Clarkson-built 2-8-2 River 

Mite arrives from Dalegarth on May 6. 

Centre right: RER-built 2-6-2 Northern 

Rock waits at Dalegarth as Bassett-

Lowke Atlantics Synolda and Count Louis 

arrive with a special from Ravenglass.

Right: Bassett-Lowke Atlantic Synolda, 

and visiting sister engine Count Louis, 

twins to the railway’s original 15in 

gauge Sans Pareil, approach The Green 

station on May 7.
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VisitingWRClass35Hymekdiesel hydraulicD7017arrives atHarman’sCross

during theSwanageRailwaydiesel galaonMay10.MARK PIKE

Playtimeonceagain:MrThermback inSeatonParkafter its cosmetic restoration.

TREVOR GREGG

South Devon Railway fined
£40K after boy falls through
toilet floor on moving train
ByRobinJones

THESouthDevonRailwayhas

implementednewsafetymeasures

over andaboveofficial requirements

after a three-year-oldboy fell througha

missingcarriage toilet floor – leading to

the line’s trustbeing fined£40,000.

OnMay14, theSouthDevonRailway

Trustwas fined£40,000byNewton

Abbotmagistrates afterpleadingguilty

toplacingpassengers at riskby failing to

adequatelybar entry to the toilet cubicle

whichwasmissing its floor, under

Section3(1) of theHealthandSafety at

WorkAct1974.

Missing floor
As their trainwas travellingat 20mph

betweenStavertonandBuckfastleigh,

OtteryStMarymotherAnnaPatch

snatchedher son JayLloyd to safety

whenhe fell through themissing floor in

coachW4805, his feet endingupwithin

inchesof the rotatingwheelbelow,with

hisheadonly10 inchesabove the floor

levelduring their tripon the railwayon

June22 last year, the courtheard.

For theORR,ChloeBarton told the

bench: “Before shecould tell her son

that the toiletwasnot inusehehad

opened thedoor andgone in.

“Hismothermanaged topull her son

up.Hewascovered inoilymarksbut

mercifullyuninjured,The risk couldhave

resulted in serious injuryordeath.”

A subsequentOfficeof Rail andRoad

investigation found that theentire toilet

cubicle floorhadbeenmissing since

April 2 and that an‘outofuse’signhad

beenpinned to thedoor andanattempt

made to secure thedoorwith two

screwswhen thecarriagewasputback

into service sometimearound

April 14.However, therewereno

ongoingchecks toensure that thedoor

remainedsecureandstaffworking

on the trainwerenot informedof the

missing floor, the courtwas told.

Thecarriage required structural repair

and theORRargued that it remained in

serviceonce this issuewasdiscovered

onlybecause thebusyEasterperiod

wasnearing,when thecompanywould

normally runnine round trips aday.

ORR investigators found that at some

pointbetweenApril 5 and June22, the

screwsbrokealongwith thedoorpost,

meaning that thedoor couldeasily

beopened.Thecoach remained in

serviceuntil June25, threedaysafter

the incident.

TheORRalso found that the

companyhadan inadequateSafety

ManagementSystem inplacewhich

wasapproximately10yearsoutof

dateandnot fit forpurpose.TheORR

servedan ImprovementNotice in

July 2017 requiring thecompany to

put inplaceanestablishedSafety

ManagementSystem.

For the trust, barrister IanDixey, said

thatbecauseof the shortageof rolling

stock thecarriagehadbeenallowed

back in serviceafter the toilet floorhad

been removed.

“Thedecisionwasmade that as long

as the toiletwas isolated itwasperfectly

safe to continue touse thecarriage,”

he said, adding that the railwayhad

ablamelesshealth andsafety record

since1974.

“This is adecent company runby

somesincerelydecent andcommitted

peopleanddoesa lotofgood

educational charitywork,”headded.

Victim surcharge
The trustwasalsoordered topay

£13,205 in court costs anda£170

victimsurcharge.Magistratesordered

the trust topay£15,000of the fine

within amonthand the rest in thenext

four years.

IanProsser,HMChief Inspectorof

Railways, said:“SouthDevonRailway

Trust tookanexceptionally casual

approach toensuring the safetyof its

passengers andcreatedagenuineand

unacceptable risk to thepublic. In this

instance it is onlybygood fortuneand

the swift actionof theboy’smother that

this incidentwasnot a fatality.

“The fine issued today sendsout

apowerfulmessage to theheritage

sector that the safetyofpassengers

is absolutelyparamount, and that

thorough risk assessmentand

monitoringmustbecarriedout.”

A statement fromthe trust said:

“Wehaveonceagainofferedour sincere

apologies toAnnaPatch, her son

and family.

“Despite theSDR’sgoodhealthand

safety record,weaccept thatwedidnot

meethealth andsafety standards in this

case, andputour customers at risk.

“TheSDR takes the safetyof its

customers andstaff very seriously,

andhasputeveryeffort intomaking

improvements to its systems, including

anewSafetyManagementSystem,

toensure that this incident couldnot

happenagain.

“This includes complyingwith the

requestsof theORR, andgoing further

toput inplacenew infrastructure to

moderniseour approach tocarriage

maintenance.

“Whilst the finewe received today is

a significantone,wehavebeenmaking

contingencyplans for it andalsohavea

helpfulperiodof time inwhich topay.As

a result, theSDRwill continue tooperate

ourpopularheritage steamtrains and

services asnormal.”

Gasworks engine returns to
Granite City playground
FORMERAberdeenGasworks Barclay

0-4-0STNo. 2239of 1947MrTherm

has returned to its home in theGranite

City’s SeatonParkplayground.

Themove follows cosmetic

renovationbyDavidOgilvie

Engineeringof Kilmarnock.

The colourful‘Pug’arrivedback

inpieces onFebruary 15, andwas

reassembled in situ over thenext

threedays.

It has received repairs to corroded

platework anda full repaint,while

ensuring that it remains a safe exhibit

for children toplayon. Representative

connecting rods andmotionhave

been fitted togetherwith a‘fire’visible

through the fireboxdoor.

For purposesof display,MrTherm

is nowaccompaniedbya‘train’of

children’s play equipmentbuilt on

the remains of three formergasworks

wagons andanLMSbrakevan. Little of

theoriginalwagons survive, however,

having receivednewchassis to replace

theoriginalwoodenones.
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WR 4-6-0 No. 7820 Dinmore
Manor crosses the bridge
as it approaches Broadway
station, a view taken from
long straight Evesham Road
looking towards the village
 and highlighting plenty of
visibility of the low bridge
sign. IAN CROWDER

The lorry’s load lies in Station Road after the May 1 bridge strike. The incident

caused only minor damage but it was spectacular in that the ill-secured load was

swept straight off the truck. G/WR

Broadway bridge struck 14 times in 
four years
By Robin Jones

THE Gloucestershire Warwickshire 

Railway is to spend £90,000 on measures 

to protect its accident-prone Broadway 

bridge from collisions, amidst fears that it 

is only a matter of time before someone 

is killed.

An old saying runs that lightning never 

strikes twice. Sadly, that is not true for 

lorries and the bridge which carried 

the line’s new northern extension into 

Broadway station.

A collision with the B4632 Station 

Road/Evesham Road bridge on May 1 

was the 14th since it was overhauled in 

2014 – an average of one every three 

months, with a total cost of £72,000 for 

bridge repairs.

The 115-year-old bridge with its 14ft 

3in-high span was substantially repaired 

at a cost of nearly £250,000 in 2014 in 

advance of tracks being laid again over it.

In the latest incident on May 1, a 

flatbed truck carrying machinery struck 

the bridge at speed, leading to the load 

falling off the truck. The road was closed 

for several hours to recover the severely 

damaged equipment from the road.

The driver admitted to railway 

officials and the police that he did not 

know the height of his load, said a 

railway spokesman.

G/WR bridge engineer, John 

Balderstone said: “These bridge strikes 

pose a serious threat not only to the 

railway, but to other road users.

“Every time there is a collision, it 

necessitates a close inspection of the 

bridge, delaying train services, to ensure 

that it is safe for trains to cross.

“In this case there was limited damage 

to the bridge, but it will need repair. 

However the equipment on the lorry 

appears to have been destroyed as it 

was swept off the truck and struck the 

road, damaging the road surface and 

scattering debris over a wide area.

“I hate to think of the consequences 

had a car or bus been following 

that vehicle.

“It is so utterly frustrating, time-

consuming and infuriating that there can 

be so many lorries being driven around 

with high loads and yet the drivers don’t 

bother to take note of the height.

“We have now spent over £24,000, 

fortunately paid for by truck drivers’ 

insurers, repairing a newly restored and 

attractive structure, and despite large 

‘low bridge’ signs and several advance 

warnings, drivers seem to be oblivious 

to the danger ahead of them until it’s 

too late.”

Last year, Network Rail launched a 

campaign to raise awareness of the high 

economic cost of bridge strikes. During 

12 months ending October 2017, the 

national network suffered an average 

of five bridge strikes per day: 2,000 over 

the year costing around £23 million 

and that excludes heritage railway and 

non-rail bridges. A survey of truck drivers 

astonishingly revealed that 43% of drivers 

did not know the height of their load, as 

they are legally obliged to do, while 52% 

did not take into account low bridges 

when planning their route.

The G/WR intends to seek the 

prosecution of offending drivers as well 

as repair costs from vehicle operators. 

However, to provide long-term 

protection it is now planning to install 

substantial concrete-filled hollow steel 

impact beams over the road on either 

side of the bridge at an estimated cost 

of around £90,000 before the end of 

the year.

John added: “Police often don’t 

pursue a prosecution so, if they don’t, 

we will.  At a minimum surely a careless 

or dangerous driving offence should 

be imposed given the potential for 

disaster. This is becoming an increasingly 

serious problem not just for us but for 

the national railway network and other 

heritage railways.  I would welcome more 

severe penalties not just for drivers but for 

the operating companies as well.

“The seriousness of this issue must be 

driven home before someone gets killed.”
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➜ THE Bluebell Railway’s annual 

fundraising track trek has been 

moved from November to the 

evening of Saturday, June 30, 

with all money raised from the 

five-mile walk from Horsted 

Keynes going towards the 

purchase of more replacement 

track panels. 

Details of how to take part 

can be found at www.bluebell-

railway.co.uk/bluebell/funding

➜ THE Weardale Railway has 

completed its project to extend 

Witton-le-Wear station.

Volunteers from the Weardale 

Railway Trust carried out the work 

and the extension was used at the 

April 21/22 Class 31 gala weekend. 

The additional platform length now 

also allows the line’s Class 108 unit 

to use the station.

➜ CARLISLE’S Grade 2-listed 

Waverley Viaduct which once 

carried the Carlisle to Edinburgh 

railway over the River Eden, may 

be reopened as a river crossing 

for walkers, cyclists, runners 

and tourists.

The Railway Heritage Trust 

has offered funding of up to 

£100,000. The Waverley closed 

in 1969.

➜ GLASGOW’S Riverside 

Museum has opened Looking 

at Locomotives, a new display 

exploring over two centuries of 

the city’s train building heritage, to 

mark 50 years since the end of main 

line steam. On show are 11 models 

of Glasgow-built locomotives.

➜ THE Vale of Rheidol Railway 

is offering regular ‘Driver for a 

Fiver’ sessions on Quarry Hunslet 

0-4-0ST No. 605 Margaret at 

Devil’s Bridge station from July 

16-August 30 on yellow and 

green timetabled days. 



Tarka Valley Railway 
moves forward at last
ByRobinJones

THETarkaValley Railway has been granted a lease

by Devon County Council to occupy the first quarter

mile of the former Southern Railway trackbed from

Torrington towards Bideford.

The lease, signed after many years of talks, is for an

initial 12 years and is seen as a significant development

in the railway’s goal to establish a working heritage

railway atTorrington.

Built by the North Devon Railway, the town’s station

opened on July 18, 1872, and trains operated by the

LSWR ran to Bideford, Barnstaple and Exeter. In 1880,

the line linked up with the narrow gauge freight-only

Torrington & Marland Railway to the south. In 1925 the

narrow gauge railway was rebuilt as a standard gauge

line and opened through to Halwill Junction as the

North Devon & Cornwall Junction Light Railway.

The station was closed for regular passenger services

in 1965 under the Beeching Axe, but freight trains

and the occasional passenger special used the line

until 1982.

After full closure, the station building was converted

to a public house, the Puffing Billy.

The first phase of the project began on April 16

and involves widening theTarkaTrail cyclepath and

installing a fence between the trail and the railway.Trail

users will be able to continue their enjoyment as before.

County councillor Andrew Saywell cut the first sod

accompanied by the chairman and other members

of the railway. Afterwards, contractors moved on to

the site and began the task of‘moving’the trail over to

accommodate both it and the new line of railway.

The existing trail will be widened on the Down

(eastern) side and the trail effectively moved sideways

but maintaining its original width.The railway will take

up the western Up side of the old trail on the route of

the original trackbed.

Coun Saywell was on hand again to wave off the

contractor’s plant to begin the work, the initial task

being to effect some improvements to the current

drainage system.These completed, the ground was

then cleared, base layers of stone compacted, and an

initial layer ofTarmac rolled in.The job was completed

by a final layer of‘A’road qualityTarmac on April 27

and as funds permit, a pedestrian level crossing will

be installed at the end of the platform as the first two

panels of track are laid.

➜An appeal for volunteers and donations has been

made. Donations may be sent to:TheTreasurer,

TarkaValley Railway,Torrington Station, Station Hill,

Torrington EX38 8JD.The railway may be contacted

by email at www.tarkavalleyrailway.co.uk

Roger Hibbert’s Great Central Railway-based Hudswell Clarke Austerity 0-6-0ST No. 1752 of 1943

disguised as J94 No. 68067, currently on loan to the Midland Railway – Butterley, carrying the wreath

in memory of Sapper Alfred Amos, who died in France a century ago. MRB

Work on the creation of a new trackbed for the 

heritage railway at Torrington alongside the existing 

Tarka Trail long-distance cyclepath which was laid on 

the formation of the original line. TVR

WENSLEYDALE Railway 

volunteer fundraiser 

Ken Monkman has set 

about a challenge to 

celebrate 15 years of 

his work on the line 

by raising funds to 

restore and install a 

footbridge at Leyburn 

station by collecting 

1,000,000 pennies. 

The second part of the 

challenge is to build a 

coin pyramid with the 

donated pennies at the 

station over the August 

bank holiday weekend. 

WENSLEYDALE RAILWAY 

ASSOCIATION

THE project to return the railway 

to Fakenham has again been hit 

by vandals.

Damage has been caused to a 

metal bridge for the second time in 

less than a year.

Bridge No. 1715 carries the route 

of the GER from Wells-next-the-Sea 

to Wymondham, part of which is 

now the Mid-Norfolk Railway, across 

the Midland & Great Northern 

Railway Line, from Fakenham to 

Melton Constable. In April, its top 

bar was dislodged and thrown into 

trees below.

The Norfolk Orbital Railway, 

which owns the stretch of trackbed, 

estimates the cost of rectifying the 

damage to be about £500, over and 

above last year’s damage, where two 

bars were removed, costing £800 

to reinstate.

Last April the group was awarded 

nearly £60,000 from the Heritage 

Lottery Fund to help repair the 

bridges as well as to provide an 

education resource, equipment for 

the Fakenham Area Conservation 

Team and to create a place for people 

to enjoy. 

Vandals target Fakenham bridge 
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Family reunited at First World War commemoration
DISTANT cousins met for the first time on Butterley station 

platform on May 12 when the Midland Railway – Butterley held a 

special ceremony to mark the 100th anniversary of the death of 

Sapper Alfred Amos on the Western Front.

Descended from two of Alfred’s brothers, 15 members 

of the Amos family had travelled from Devon, Somerset, 

Buckinghamshire and Nottinghamshire to attend 

the commemoration.

In a short ceremony Maureen and Simon, representing the 

two branches of the family, unveiled a small memorial to Sapper 

Amos in the Butterley station booking hall.  

The family was then joined on the station platform by other 

visitors, staff and volunteers from the railway for a two-minute 

silence marked by locomotive whistles.  The locomotive carried a 

wreath of poppies throughout the day.

The significance for the Midland Railway–Butterley is that 

Alfred Amos was a Midland Railway employee based at Butterley 

station before he joined the 109th Railway Company, Royal 

Engineers. Of the 2833 Midland Railway Company men to give 

their lives in the conflict, Alfred was the only one from Butterley.

Event organiser Anne Deeth said: “Our trains continue to run 

on the tracks that Alfred Amos once worked on and so it is fitting 

that our commemoration of the First World War should focus 

on him. In honouring him we recognise the enormous sacrifice 

made by so many.”
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THE Fife Heritage Railway has begun the

restoration of one of the last locomotives

to steam in British industry.

Barclay 0-4-0ST No. 2292 of 1951 No. 17

was supplied new to the National Coal

Board’s Frances Colliery in Dysart.

At the pit, it acquired the nickname“the

Dubbie Pug”. It remained in colliery use

until 1983, and was initially preserved at

the Lochty Private Railway but is now at

the Fife Heritage Railway.

The locomotive has minor differences

to the standard Barclay design of a

locomotive this size. It has 16in cylinders

and a longer wheelbase than similar

Barclay engines.

The locomotive needs a major boiler

overhaul, pushing the cost of the project

to around £150,000. Many of its fittings

were stolen in the venue’s earlier days.

The boiler has since been lifted from

the frames with the tanks and cab

also removed.The frames will soon be

moved into the workshop to begin their

long-term overhaul, all while funds are

collected for the boiler overhaul.

➜Anyonewishingtodonate to

helptherestoration is invitedtovisit

https://mydonate.bt.com/events/

dubbiepug/456512

‘Dubbie Pug’ on
long road back

The firstworkingof visitingAndyBooth’s Lancashire&YorkshireRailwayAclass 0-6-0No. 52322on theSpaValleyRailway

sawtheBury-based locomotivehaul the10.10amTunbridgeWellsWest toEridge serviceonMay5. It is seennearPokehill.

It is the first time since its construction in1896 that the locomotivehasoperated this far south in the country. Itwill feature

heavily in the line’s summer festival onSaturday, June30andSunday, July1.DAVID STAINES

Right:Opening time:AnLNWRClass

2F ‘Cauliflower’ 0-6-0headsanUp

cattle trainon theKeswick-Threlkeld

sectionof theCockermouthKeswick

&PenrithRailway inabout1935.

This stretch isnowapopular railway

path thatwas closed in2015after

beingdevastatedbyStormDesmond

and is set to reopen if sufficient

fundsare raised for repairs that

will include the replacementof two

originalbridges thatwerewashed

awayby floodwater. TheUpdistant

signal on the rightwaspresumably

located so far fromthe railwaydue to

sightingproblems fromthe line itself.

CUMBRIAN RAILWAYS ASSOCIATION/

PATTINSON COLLECTION

£300k challenge as fundraisers 
bid to reopen railway path
By Geoff Courtney

CAMPAIGNERS who are central to 

the bid to have part of the former 

Cockermouth, Keswick & Penrith 

Railway reopened to walkers after it 

was ravaged by floods more than two 

years ago, have until the end of June 

to raise £300,000 in order to unlock 

significant additional funding that 

could see their hopes come to fruition.

The trackbed between Keswick 

and Threlkeld in Cumbria, now a 

trail popular with walkers, tourists 

and cyclists, was closed after Storm 

Desmond struck with devastating 

effect in December 2015. Two original 

railway bridges crossing the River 

Greta were washed away, as was 220 

yards of embankment, a third bridge 

was damaged, and a section of raised 

boardwalk destabilised.

Raise the shortfall
The damage caused was estimated 

at £5.4 million, and last December 

Highways England started the financial 

ball rolling with a grant of £2½ million, 

while the Lake District National Park 

Authority announced a fundraising 

partnership with the Lake District 

Foundation to raise the shortfall of 

nearly £3 million.

The foundation funds conservation, 

environmental and cultural heritage 

projects, and its fundraiser Heather 

Askew said the organisation was 

looking to raise at least £300,000 

towards the shortfall by the end 

of June, which if achieved would 

release other funding. She said the 

LDNPA expected phase one of the 

path reinstatement regarding design, 

environmental and planning consents 

to be completed by July, with phase 

two, the reconstruction, starting in the 

summer subject to the required funds 

being raised.

Since the storm damage an 

alternative route between Keswick 

and Threlkeld has been opened, but 

Heather said this was far from ideal as 

it lacked the gentle gradients of the 

original route and so was not suitable 

for people with limited mobility and 

not recommended for bikes. “The 

LDNPA intends to largely reinstate the 

original route, including replacing the 

two missing bridges and repairing the 

third,” she said.

‘Big tunnel’
A bonus – for railway enthusiasts at 

least – will be replacing the raised 

boardwalk section by reopening 

an original 92 yard tunnel beneath 

the A66 near Keswick, known as ‘Big 

Tunnel’, which due to cost was not 

incorporated into the path when it was 

opened in 1985.

Heather said that the reason for the 

Highways England grant was that the 

organisation had a fund for paths such 

as the Keswick-Threlkeld route that 

were suitable for off-road cycling, so 
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Right: Bridge of sighs: LMS designed/

BR-built 2-6-0 No. 46491 is depicted 

crossing the River Greta at the foot 

of of Blencathra as it approaches 

Threlkeld station with a train from 

Keswick in the early 1960s. The 

painting, by Malcolm Root, shows 

the 2MT, a long-time Workington-

based engine, on Rowsome Bridge, 

an inverted bowstring bridge that 

was strengthened in 1925 due to the 

increasingly heavy locomotives used 

by the NER on the line. The Keswick-

Threlkeld section, part of the railway 

from Cockermouth to Penrith, was 

converted into a railway path after its 

closure in 1972 and is currently closed 

following extensive damage caused by 

Storm Desmond in December 2015. 

Over the sea to –

Lerwick: Great Central

Railwayana’s Phil

Rogers (left) and Martin

Quartermain on

April 23 at Lerwick on

the Shetland Islands

after their marathon

road and sea journey

to collect railwayana

from the home of Victor

Goudie. Each of them is

holding a station totem

sign that will be among

the hundreds of items

to be put under the

hammer in August and

September.

reducing the need for cyclists to use 

busy roads. 

As part of its fundraising, the 

foundation is holding an auction at 

Lodore Falls Hotel in Borrowdale on 

June 8 at which exclusive ‘money-can’t-

buy’ prizes and experiences will go 

under the hammer. 

“The prizes on offer will provide 

unique experiences and magical 

moments you never thought possible, 

and the most important part of the 

event is that all the funds raised will 

go towards the railway path appeal,” 

said Caroline Hoppé, the foundation’s 

campaign and event manager.

A keen supporter of the fundraising 

is Peter Rooke, who runs the West 

Cumberland Railway Museum in  

St Bees. “What a mistake it was to close 

the Cockermouth Keswick & Penrith 

Railway route back in 1972, but at least 

the section from Keswick to Threlkeld 

was made into one of the most scenic 

footpaths I know,” he said.

Opportunity for funding
“Following the damage caused by 

Storm Desmond in 2015, we now  

have an opportunity to release funding 

to allow this superb footpath to be 

reinstated, and we can’t afford to  

miss out.”  

Another admirer of the path is 

Malcolm Root, a Fellow of the Guild of 

Railway Artists, who was so taken by it 

that he painted a scene of an Ivatt 2-6-0 

crossing a bridge over the River Greta 

– fortunately not one of those washed 

away or damaged – close to Threlkeld 

station. “I have walked the Keswick to 

Threlkeld path many times – it must 

have been a superb line,” he enthused.

The 31½ mile Cockermouth Keswick 

& Penrith Railway was opened in 

January 1865, with passenger and 

goods trains being operated by the 

LNWR and mineral traffic by the NER. 

It was closed by BR in two stages – the 

Cockermouth to Keswick section in 

April 1966 and the stretch between 

Keswick and Penrith, part of which 

is now the Keswick-Threlkeld trail, in 

March 1972. 

➜ Appeal details are at https://

lakedistrictfoundation.org/keswick-

to-threlkeld/ 

Sea journey nets railwayana collection of a ‘real character’
By Geoff Courtney

VICTOR Goudie was one of the 

railwayana movement’s real characters, 

a collector who embraced what has 

been described as an “alternative 

lifestyle”. He was unmarried, didn’t work, 

lived with his mother until her death in 

1990, owned a 1920s Rolls-Royce, and 

once walked from Inverness to Wick 

along the 78 mile railway line, sleeping 

en route in lampmen’s huts.

After he passed away in February 

at the age of 71, the hundreds of 

items Victor had amassed over many 

years, ranging from a nameplate to 

paperwork, were placed in the hands 

of Great Central Railwayana to be put 

under the hammer. 

Straightforward enough, one may 

think, but it presented something of 

a logistical challenge to the auction 

house’s Phil Rogers and Martin 

Quartermain, who had to pick up the 

collection. For Victor’s home was in 

Lerwick, the capital of the Shetland 

Islands and Britain’s most northerly 

town. 

That challenge was met by the pair of 

travellers, but only after a land and sea 

journey that took longer than a flight 

to Australia. First came a near-500 mile 

drive to Aberdeen, then a 269 mile sea 

journey of 14½ hours by NorthLink 

Ferries to Lerwick, and finally a further 

drive to Victor’s home. 

“Shetland was interesting, and it was 

the furthest we have ever travelled to 

pick up a collection,” said Phil on arrival 

back at base in Northamptonshire 

after his and Martin’s five-day trip. “It 

was certainly remote and a little bit 

different from the Home Counties!” 

The pair made the journey in a people 

carrier, which was crammed from floor 

to roof with Victor’s collection for the 

return journey.

Victor‘s mother Sheila married a Polish 

airman in 1943, and he was born in 

1946. His father died in 1959, after which 

he lived with his mother in Blairgowrie, 

Perthshire. Following her death in 1990 

he moved to Shetland, his ancestral 

home, and pursued his interest in 

railwayana, especially Scottish items.

Great Central director Dave Jones first 

met him at an auction in Glasgow in 

the 1980s, and got to know him well. 

“He was a real character, and lived what 

could be described as an ‘alternative 

lifestyle.’ He had been collecting since 

the early 1960s, and was particularly 

interested in paperwork and railway 

history, and was also into signalling 

and tickets.”

Dave said that Phil and Martin 

removed Victor’s entire collection from 

his home. 

“It was a long haul for them, and 

indeed in the time it took them to drive 

to Aberdeen and take a ferry to Lerwick, 

they could have flown to Sydney.” 

The collection will be sold by Great 

Central in two auctions, at Bloxham near 

Banbury on August 4 and Stoneleigh 

Park, Warwickshire, on September 1, 

with one of the highlights at Stoneleigh 

being diesel nameplate Carmania. 

This was carried by Class 40 

D218/40018, built by English Electric in 

July 1959 and withdrawn in September 

1981. Other items at either of the two 

venues will include Victorian working 

timetables, Scottish station totem signs, 

signalling equipment, and a Leuchars 

Junction seatback.
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LNERA3PacificNo. 60103FlyingScotsman
passesTownsendFoldon theEast
LancashireRailwayonMay13. KARL HEATH

Court sentences NYMR

teak train vandals
ByRogerMelton

NORTHYorkshireMoorsRailway

membershaveexpressed

disappointmentat‘lenient’sentences

handedout toeight teenagerswho

trashedcarriagesonahistoric trainand

caused£27,000damage.

Thegroupbroke intocarriagesonone

of the railway’s 1930sGresley teak set

trains stationedatPickeringstationon

July23 last year. Every light fittingwas

smashed,mirrorswerebroken, furniture

rippedandwoodenpanelsdamaged.

Foodandwinestolen fromthe trainwas

alsoeatenanddrunkby thegroupand

thrownover thecarriages.

Thedamagewasdiscoveredbya

memberof rail staff. BritishTransport

Policebeganan investigationand

CCTV footage froma level crossing

nearbycaptured thegroup in thearea

at the timeof the incident.Theywere

spoken toandchargedwith theft and

criminaldamage.All eight teenagers

pleadedguilty.

Youth offending contract
OnMarch13atScarborough

Magistrates’Court, a17-year-oldboy

fromPickering,whocannotbenamed

becauseofhis age,wasordered topay

compensationof£530andwill have to

completea12-monthyouthoffending

panel contract.

The sameday, two17-year-oldboys

fromPickeringwere sentenced toa

youthoffendingpanel contract for six

monthsandwill have topay finesand

costs totalling£135each.

OnMarch27,magistrates at the same

courtordereda17-year-oldgirl from

Pickeringanda17-year-oldboy from

Ampleforth,whocannotbenamed, to

paycompensationof£535– theywill

have tocompletea12-monthyouth

offendingpanel contract.OnApril 10,

a17-year-oldmale fromMaltonwas

ordered topaycompensationof£535

andwill alsohave tocompletea

12-monthyouthoffending

panel contract.

OnApril 26,magistrates at thecourt

gaveMollieDawson, 18,ofKeldHead

Orchard inKirbymoorside, a12-month

conditionaldischarge. Shewasordered

topay finesandcostsof£635, including

compensationof£530.On the sameday,

BenjaminTerry, aged19,of JuteRoad in

York,wasgivena12-monthconditional

dischargeandordered topay fines

andcosts totalling£135, including£30

incompensation.

NYMRgeneralmanagerChris Price

at the timeestimated thecostof the

criminaldamageat£27, 656.

Terryhadpreviouslypleadednot

guilty tochargesof theftof foodand

drink to thevalueof£247andof causing

criminaldamage toproperty.When

appearingatScarboroughMagistrates’

Court, however, hechangedhisplea

toguilty for the theft.Theother charge

wasdismissed.

Dawsonpleadedguilty toboth

chargesat ahearing inMarch.

ForTerry, LiamHassansaid:“There

isnothingsinister atworkhere.What

you’redealingwith is agroupof young

peoplewhowere fuelledbydrinkand

youthful stupidity.”

ForDawson,RobertViningsaid

his clienthadbeen17on thenight

inquestion, and that althoughshe

admittedbreakinga lightbulb, she

“wasn’t the instigator”of thedamage.He

said she’dbeen intoxicatedandbelieved

thecarriagewasabandoned.

Sentencing thepair,magistrate

DuncanWebster said:“This courseof

offendinghascaused local community

outrage. Itwasnodoubt stupid–

youthfulorotherwise. Itwaswanton.

“TheNYMR is acharitywhich

bringsconsiderablebenefits to the

local community.”

Headded:“Youwere indrinkand

therewasagangof you. It’speople

likeyouwhogiveyoungpeopleabad

reputationandquite frankly youshould

beashamedofyourselves.”

Conditional discharge
Bothweregivena12-monthconditional

discharge,butTerry, of JuteRoad inYork,

wasordered topay£30.88 to theNYMR

for the theft, aswell as£85costs anda

£20surcharge.

SergeantNigelAshworthofBritish

TransportPolice, said:“TheNYMR is a

charitable trustwhich relies solelyupon

donationsandhardworkbyvolunteers.

“Sevencarriages weredamagedby

theatrociousbehaviourof thisgroup,

every light fittingwas smashed, furniture

rippedandwindowsbroken.The repair

bill totalledover£27,000. Inaddition to

the financial outlay, itmusthavealso

beenheartbreaking for all thosewho

had investedaconsiderableamountof

timeandhardwork to see itdestroyed

in thiswayby thesemindlessvandals.

Eachcarriagehad takenaminimumof

twoyears to restorebyvolunteers; one

carriage inparticular tookover22years.”

Membersof theNYMRhaveexpressed

disappointmentat the sentences,

particularly the levelof compensation

tobepaid,which totals less than10%of

thedamagecaused in the incident, but

recognised that thecourtswerebound

bynational sentencingguidelines.

THEMidHantsRailwaywill see

theirst-everappearanceofa

Class26onthe lineduring the

June1-3annualdieselgala.

D5343 (26043),builtby the

BirminghamRailwayand

CarriageWorks inSmethwick,

enteredservice inOctober1959,

numberedD5343andpainted

inall overBRgreen liverywith

whitewaist level stripeandwhite

windowsurrounds.

Initially itwasallocated to

Haymarketdepotandspent

periodsatDundeeandEastfield,

but formostof itsworking life it

wasallocatedto Invernessdepot,

operatingpassengerand freight

servicesover the farnorth lines to

Wick,ThursoandKyleofLochalsh.

DuringJanuary1993,while

allocated tosnowclearance

dutiesbetweenPerthand

BlairAtholl,No.26043suffered

apowerearth fault.Repairs

werenotauthorisedand itwas

withdrawnonJanuary19,1993.

Initially storedatPerth, itwas

thenmovedtoMCMetals in

Glasgowforasbestos insulation

removal,whichentailedmajor

dismantlingof thecab interiors.

The locomotivewas then

purchasedby theCotswold

MainlineDieselGroupand it

arrivedat its currenthomeof

Toddington,ontheGloucester

&WarwickshireRailway, in

April 1994.

TwoClass20swill alsomake

guestappearanceat theevent–

D8001 (20001)andD8059.

Theywill runalongside the

homefleetofNos.03197,08377,

33202DennisG.Robinson,47579

JamesNightallGC (operating

its firstpassenger trainsonthe

railwayover theweekend), and

50027Lion.

Springdiesel
extravaganza
forMidHants
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Mixed reception: Class 24 No. 3627 simmers at George station in South Africa’s

Western Cape with a mixed passenger and freight train in February 1990, two

years before the line to Knysna became a heritage railway. The 100-strong class of

2-8-4s was built for South African Railways by North British Locomotive Company

in 1949-50, and one, No. 3675, was the 2000th locomotive built by the Glasgow

manufacturer for SAR. Another member of the class, No. 3668, was a regular on

the Knysna-George line and is now on display at a Transport Museum in George. 

KEN LIVERMORE

Smoke signal: No. 3627 hauls a Knysna-bound freight train at Goukamma on

July 23, 1990. The 2-8-4, built by the North British Locomotive Company in

Glasgow, was one of the Class 24s that dominated operations on the line in the 

1980s and early 1990s.BRIAN SHARPE

Protest angers officials and throws 
spotlight on closed heritage line
ByGeoffCourtney

AN enthusiast’s novel protest that

involved him running a home-made

steam-powered trolley on a world-

famous heritage line has reignited a

fierce debate about the future of the

route, which was operated by British-

built steam locomotives for much of

its service and subsequent heritage life

until its closure nearly a decade ago.

Andries Keyser drove his contraption

over a stretch of the Knysna to George

line in South Africa’sWestern Cape, to

the delight of locals who want to see the

world-famous route reopened, but to

the anger of officials who stepped in to 

stop his actions.

The 42-mile railway, named the

Outeniqua Choo-Tjoe after nearby

mountains, was popular with tourists

after it became a heritage line in 1992, at

which time it carried 40,000 passengers

a year. A decade later this had risen to

115,000, many of them British visitors

who loved the steam and the stunning

scenery, but in August 2006 it was

severely damaged by heavy flooding,

leaving sections of the track covered by

landslides and other parts suspended

mid-air due to the ground beneath

being washed away.

The line’s owner and operator, state-

ownedTransnet Freight Rail, who faced

a repair bill of about £10 million, closed

the line and switched its trains onto

another route, from George to Mossel

Bay, a distance of 32 miles. However, the

following yearTransnet announced that

the heritage train was not part of its core

business and launched a tender process

to dispose of it to a new operator.

That failed, and in August 2010,

following the withdrawal of trains

between George and Mossel Bay,

Transnet formally announced the

cessation of the line, and politicians

became involved due to the loss of this 

major tourist attraction. AlanWinde,

minister of economic opportunities for

theWestern Cape Government, spoke

during a visit to Knysna of his resolve

to revive the service to George, but this

was countered by Brian Molefe, then the

chief executive officer ofTranset, who

said funds were not available for repairs.

Press reports have been highly critical

of the inactivity, with one journalist

writing of the“distress of the tourist

industry”which had played host to

travellers from around the world

wanting to ride on the line, while a

blogger from Sedgefield, whose station

was served by the line between Knysna

and George, wrote:“Despite rumours

and rumblings, the line has been left to

deteriorate and the costs to repair it rise

by millions each year that passes where

nothing is done.

“It is hoped by all that live along the

route, and many ardent lovers of steam

trains, that this magnificent part of the

world will witness the resurrection of

this illustrious train journey. However,

we are all well aware that the longer

it takes to restore the line, the more

prohibitively expensive it becomes,

and the less the likelihood we’ll see 

it happen.”

Delighted crowd
Andries Keyser became so frustrated

at the situation that he hit upon his

recent protest that involved him driving

his trolley on a short stretch of the

track between Brenton-on-Lake and

Knysna station, where he was met by a

delighted crowd.

His plan was to return to Brenton, but

according to a local press report he was

stopped by a representative of a nearby

nature reserve with connections to a

tourism group, who instructed him to

remove his trolley from the track due

to problems with liability.The press

report said that Keyser had spent six 

months trying without success to obtain

permission to ride the tracks, and the

nature reserve representative told him:

“If the rail regulator has not given you

permission, they will not just remove

you from the tracks, they will lock

you up.”

Following this development, said

the newspaper report, Alan McVitty,

chief executive officer of Classic Rail, a

Knysna-based private consortium that

hopes to reopen the line, emailed Keyser

telling him:“We are in the final stages

of concluding all our agreements with

TFR (Transnet Freight Rail), so this type

of attitude and incident is unacceptable.

Please remove your equipment

immediately, and I will be in Knysna

tomorrow afternoon to make sure

you comply.”

Keyser emailed an apology,

explaining he had been unable to

obtain permission from anybody, and

McVitty responded:“When we are in

charge of the line we will gladly invite

you and your brilliant steam trolley

to participate in our planned steam

train activities.”

Subsequent to these exchanges,

Classic Rail issued a statement quoting

McVitty, who said the company was

aware that people wanted to see steam

trains running again as soon as possible.

Claiming that the revival project was

on track, he said:“Transnet Freight Rail

accepted our revised business plan

during January 2018, and they are now

attending to the matter as quickly as

they can.

“The processes of awarding the

20-year concession requires support

and approval from the various levels of

Transnet’s governance structure before

it goes up to the minister of public

enterprises for final approval.You can

be sure that we’ll invite everyone to a

huge celebration when we do finally 

have the concession in hand.”  

As long ago as June 2016, a local

online newspaper carried a report that

said Transnet Freight Rail had appointed

Classic Rail its preferred concessionaire

for the line for a period of 20 years, that

Classic Rail had received beneficial

occupation of the line on February 16,

2016, that contractors had moved in

to repair the line, and said that McVitty

hoped to have a dinner train running

between Knysna and Keytersnek,

a distance of about five miles, by 

December that year.

At variance
That report is at variance with a

statement issued toHeritageRailwayby

Transnet Freight Rail, whose corporate

affairs senior manager Mike Asefovitz

said that Transnet Freight Rail had

received a proposal from Classic Rail.

“This is currently being evaluated and

considered, in terms of the corporate

government policy and procedures of

Transnet SOC (state owned company)

Ltd. And so, in short, no concession has

yet been awarded.”Pressed for further

information, Mike said:“There is no

more I can say.”

Martin Hatchuel, spokesman for

Classic Rail, also confirmed that no

concession had yet been announced, 

adding:“We hope it’ll be soon.”

Colin Jenkins, chairman of the

Friends of the Choo-Tjoe, said that the

organisation fully supported Classic

Rail’s bid to reopen the line, and that

they were confident it would happen

in the near future. The Friends was

formed in August 2010 to promote

the repair of the line and the return of

steam operations.

After Keyser’s trolley ride, one blogger

asked:“DoesTransnet actually have

a plan of action to ever open this line

again? I remember as a child I rode on

that train, and would love for my children

to also ride on that train before they are 
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Bridging thegap:NorthBritish Loco-

built 24 class 2-8-4Nos. 3684 (leading)

and3633head forKnysnawitha train

fromGeorgeon July22, 1990,when

theWesternCape linewasusedby

both revenue-earning freight and

heritage trains.BRIAN SHARPE

adults. The public is crying out for the 

line to run again. Millions of tourists are 

yearning to ride the train again. Please 

tell me when I can take my father to also 

realise one of his wishes – to ride the 

train one more time before he dies.”

Built to the 3ft 6in Cape gauge, the 

original line from Knysna to George 

was opened by South African Railways 

in 1928, and due to the terrain – which 

included forests, river gorges, wetlands 

and lagoons – was said at the time to be 

one of the most expensive railways ever 

constructed. 

In the 1980s it was worked almost 

exclusively by 24 class 2-8-4s built by 

the North British Loco Co in Glasgow 

in 1949-50, while Class 19D 4-8-2s, also 

built by NBL at the end of the 1940s, 

were added to the fleet after the line 

was declared a heritage railway in 1992.

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. Heritagerailway.co.uk 43 



Hunslet Austerity 0-6-0ST No. 3686 of 1948 No. 60 entered public service at the Aln Valley Railway over the May 5-7 Branch End 50 steam gala. No. 60 worked Aln Valley

services topping-and-tailing with Hudswell Clarke 0-6-0TRichboro. HENRY ELLIOTT

Colliery engine steams again 
in North East 42 years on
By Robin Jones

THE Aln Valley Railway (AVR) now has 

two operational steam locomotives for 

the first time.

Hunslet Austerity 0-6-0ST No. 3686 of 

1948 entered public service on the line 

over the bank holiday weekend of  

May 5-7 during a Branch End 50 steam 

gala, marking 50 years since the closure 

of the NER Alnmouth to Alnwick branch 

in 1968.

The locomotive was delivered new 

to the Lambton locomotive shed at 

Philadelphia in County Durham in 

January 1949 after the creation of the 

National Coal Board. 

It was one of only a handful of new 

locomotives specially modified to work 

trains along the main line to Sunderland 

and through a tight tunnel to the River 

Wear for shipping. 

The modifications included a 

distinctive rounded cab, which makes 

former Lambton locomotives instantly 

recognisable. 

It last worked in 1976 at Dawdon 

Colliery south of Seaham, where it had 

arrived in July 1965.

The engine was then bought by 

Stephen Wood and operated on the 

Strathspey Railway, where he was a 

director, as No. 60, but after 20 years out 

of service it was moved to Ian Storey’s 

Hepscott works near Morpeth, in 

Northumberland, for a full overhaul.

In the past, galas have involved 

one steam locomotive plus a diesel 

locomotive, but this was the first gala at 

which double-headed passenger trains 

have operated and at which trains were 

operated by two steam locomotives – 

No. 60 and privately owned Hudswell 

Clarke 0-6-0T No. 1243 of 1917 Richboro, 

another former NCB locomotive.

The Branch End 50 exhibition in the 

museum proved to be popular, and so 

will stay on display until the end of June.

The railway has also taken delivery 

of a second Hunslet Austerity 0-6-0ST 

owned by Stephen Wood, No. 2864 of 

1943, NCB No. 48. It has never run in 

preservation and had been stored at 

Boat of Garten out of use. It will now be 

restored at Lionheart.

Its arrival brings the number of steam 

locomotives at the AVR to four, the other 

being Hawthorn Leslie 0-4-0ST No. 3799 

of 1935 Penicuik, which is owned by 

a member, but is yet to steam in the 

heritage era.

Having wowed the AVR, No. 60 is 

now set to do the same at the Tanfield 

Railway during its visit to the line’s June 

16-17 gala.

As well as heading passenger trains, 

it will be reunited with a typical County 

Durham coal train for the first time, 

including a rare brakevan that No. 60 

worked alongside in both Sunderland 

and Seaham. 

Up to five other steam locomotives are 

expected to feature in the gala. 

Tanfield director David Watchman 

said: “No. 60 is a rare machine, with an 

instantly recognisable profile. 

“It was built for power and ease of 

maintenance at a time when the North 

East coal industry was vital to the future 

of the whole country. 

“It is a powerful reminder of the days 

when coal, heavy industry and the 

railways that served them, dominated 

the region. 

“Bringing No. 60 back to County 

Durham is a great way for us to celebrate 

that heritage and educate generations 

who didn’t experience it first-hand.”
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IN BRIEF
➜ LEEMING Bar Community Hub, 

formerly the local residents’ 

association, has been converting a 

DMU carriage on the Wensleydale 

Railway into a mobile educational 

centre, meeting place, conference 

centre, village hall, small cinema/

theatre, cafe and cooking 

instruction centre, and a party and 

reception venue.

➜ SCRAP thieves are believed to have 

stolen a section of original Belfast & 

County Down Railway track from the 

site of Neill’s Hill station, which had 

lain there for a century. The theft was 

stolen on April 23 and reported by the 

Friends of Neill’s Hill Railway Station 

group which preserves the remains of 

the station.

➜ DIDCOT Railway Centre will 

officially opening its new signalling 

centre at noon on June 23. The event 

will  include the ceremonial opening 

of Swindon Panel. The ceremony 

will be officiated by Francis How, 

chief executive of the Institution of 

Railway Signal Engineers.

➜  THE Class 504 Preservation Society 

has appealed for more volunteers 

to help continue the restoration 

of its Class 504 DMU on the East 

Lancashire Railway. Anyone interested 

is invited to email projectmanager@

class504preservationsociety.co.uk

➜ THE Mid Hants Railway has raised 

£4000 for a new cab roof for BR 

Standard 4MT 2-6-4T No. 80150 

through supporter donations over 

just 10 weeks.

➜ THE Bluebell Railway will hold a 

new music festival at Horsted Keynes 

station on June 16. TrackFest will 

be headlined by 1980s chart band 

Modern Romance.



Following a lengthy heavy overhaul, GWR 2-8-0 No. 2857 re-entered service on 

the Severn Valley Railway on July 25, 2011, its first public use since December 

1994. On July 26, 2011, it is seen at Dowles on the 1pm Kidderminster-Bridgnorth 

service. BOB SWEET/SVR

Welcome home:SirHaydnback in action on the Talyllyn Railway. TR

Blue-liveried former RAF locomotive No. 6Douglaswelcomes the RAF Centenary

Baton. TR

‘Last’ loose-coupled freight 
engine has centenary  
at big Severn Valley gala
TWO significant centenaries and a 

railway birthday will be at the centre 

of the Severn Valley Railway’s June 2-3 

goods gala.

The event will see up to two goods 

trains in operation alongside passenger 

services each day, showcasing the 

changing face of freight traffic from the 

20th century through to the modern day.

Visitors will be able to compare and 

contrast a GWR heritage goods train 

hauled by No. 2857, a Class 66 modern 

freight, parcel loading and unloading at 

Arley and displays of vintage commercial 

road vehicles on display along the line. 

Bewdley yard will be open for visits 

and, to mark its 150th birthday, the 

SVR’s Eardington Halt will be open to 

the public on both days, with various 

special attractions, although trains do not 

stop there.

The showpiece event will also herald 

the arrival of the Cavell Van, which will be 

on display at Arley.  The van is part of the 

commemorations to mark the centenary 

of the end of the First World War, and 

a key feature of this year’s Step Back to 

the 1940s Weekends at the Seven Valley 

Railway in June and July. 

In 1919, it was used to bring back the 

body of nurse Edith Cavell from Belgium, 

where she had helped 200 prisoners of 

war escape from the Germans before she 

was caught and executed.  

The following year, the same wagon 

transported the body of the ‘Unknown 

Warrior’ prior to a funeral at Westminster 

Abbey, representing the many who died 

without being identified. 

The van is based on the Kent & East 

Sussex Railway, where it was restored 

in 2010.

100th Anniversary
Furthermore, long-standing SVR resident 

GWR 2-8-0 No. 2857, which was built in 

Swindon in 1918, and was first allocated 

to Salisbury shed, will celebrate its 

100th birthday at the gala, hauling a 

GWR goods train featuring some of 

the railway’s 100-plus goods wagons 

dating from the 1880s to the 1980s, and 

TALYLLYN Railway 0-4-2ST No. 3 Sir 

Haydn returned to passenger service on 

May 14, the 67th anniversary of the line 

becoming the world’s first preserved line.

No. 3 was built at Henry Hughes’ 

Locomotive & Tramway Engine Works at 

Loughborough in 1878 and has been out 

of service since 2012, and from 2015 has 

been undergoing an overhaul at the Vale 

of Rheidol’s workshops in Aberystwyth.

The former Corris Railway locomotive, 

which at the end of April this year 

celebrates its 140th birthday, has been 

going through a period of testing and 

running in. 

The first heritage-era Talyllyn train 

was run from Tywyn Wharf station 

to Rhydyronen on May 14, 1951. An 

annual event, known as Founders’ Day, 

includes a re-enactment of the cutting 

of the tape originally performed by the 

first chairman of the Talyllyn Railway 

Preservation Society Bill Trinder. 

Sir Haydn did not participate in that 

first day, but had arrived at Tywyn by 

that time.

For this year’s celebration, No. 3 hauled 

a special train for some of the railway’s 

regular donors who are members of 

the Heart of Gold club, which provides 

additional financial support to the line.

Society chairman Ian Drummond 

said: “Founders’ Day is an occasion that 

enables us to remember all those who 

have given of their time and talents to 

keep this railway running through the 

years. This year it was made particularly 

special by the return to service of 

Sir Haydn.”

Eight days earlier, on Sunday, May 6,  

the RAF Centenary Baton came to Tywyn 

Wharf station to meet with ex-RAF 

locomotive No. 6 Douglas. 

The baton is on a nationwide tour 

that started on April 1, and will finish in 

London at the official RAF100 celebration 

on July 10. It arrived at Wharf station, 

having been carried from the RAF 

Museum at Cosford by members of the 

RAF Cosford Motorcycle Club.

At Wharf station it was greeted by 

members of the local RAF Association. 

Following its time at the station the 

baton was then taken to the former 

military camp at Morfa, site of a 

wartime RAF airfield, before the it was 

carried by bicycle by members of the 

RAF Cycling Association to the foot of 

Mount Snowdon.

Marking its own centenary year, 

Douglas will appear on static display 

at the RAF Cosford Air Show on 

Sunday, June 10, and will also visit the 

North Yorkshire Moors Railway for its 

September 28-30 autumn steam gala 

and October 12-14 for the RAF-themed 

Railway in Wartime weekend, on both 

occasions travelling the line on a flat 

wagon. It will be reunited with former 

Talyllyn general manager Chris Price, 

himself an ex-RAF serviceman, who is 

now the NYMR’s general manager.

including examples from all four  

post-Grouping railways as well as many 

pre-Grouping, private owner and 

BR wagons.

With 1,276,713 miles on the clock, 

No. 2857 was withdrawn and sent to Dai 

Woodham’s scrapyard in Barry in April 

1963. It was bought for the railway in 

1974, and a year later moved to Bewdley. 

It first raised steam in September 1979, 

but much more work needed to be done. 

It was August 18, 1985 before it was 

steamed again, in time for the GWR 

150th celebrations. A momentous return 

to service during a freight exhibition 

at Newport saw No. 2857 run with 

historic wagons loose-coupled. In doing 

so, it worked the last steam-hauled 

loose-coupled goods train on Britain’s 

railway network.

Highest mileage
Its boiler certificate expired in 1995, and 

following a 16-year overhaul, was back 

in traffic in 2011. Between 2013-16, it 

ran the highest mileage of any steam 

locomotive on the SVR. 

Simon Marshall of the 2857 Society 

said: “We started this preservation saga 

struggling to save a humble goods 

engine, with no particular claim to fame, 

but looking back on it all, it dawned on us 

that 2857 did indeed achieve something 

pretty momentous after all!”

Sir Haydn back in service again after six years
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END OF BR STEAM

SEEKING OUT

The big anniversary this summer is the 50th anniversary of the end of British Rail main
line steam culminating in the legendary ‘Fifteen Guinea Special’ of August 11, 1968.
Trevor Gregg recalls in words and pictures his trips to North West England to
capture on film some of the steam specials that ran during those last few
months of BR standard gauge steam operations, after the rest of the UK
had switched over to diesel and electric traction.

STEAM’S LAST
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Anarmyof linesidephotographers travelled to the
NorthWest in the finalmonthsofBRmain line steam
tocaptureasmuchof it in cameraas they couldbefore
itwasall gone. LMS ‘BlackFives’wereat the fore in
those twilightmonths.Here, LMS ‘BlackFive’ 4-6-0
No. 44809 standsatManchesterVictoriaon June15,
1968, just twomonthsaway fromtheofficial endof
steamon thenational network. T OWEN/COLOUR RAIL

T
he closure of Carlisle Kingmoor (12A)
at the end of 1967 marked a big change
in my ability to see and photograph BR

steam workings. Carlisle was relatively easy to
reach frommy home in Blyth – a short bus trip
to Newcastle and then a train journey along the
Tyne Valley.
By then, steam haulage had vanished from

the Eastern, Western and Southern regions.
At the beginning of 1968 steam workings were
essentially confined to the Lancashire area
bounded by Carnforth to the north, Liverpool
to the south, Manchester to the east and
Blackpool to the west.
Day trips to Manchester were possible but

anything further west or south required an
overnight stay. I had just finished school and
as I was now a student my time and funds were
somewhat limited.
I knew that steam operations would cease

on August 4 and I had already decided that for
the last week I would take a holiday based in
Preston to see and experience the end of steam.
For the months leading up to this holiday my
plan was to try to see some of the numerous
specials organised to mark the end of BR
steam operations.
The year started off very slowly without any

steam photographic activities. At the end of
January I was photographing the last days of
passenger services on the Aln Valley branch
in Northumberland. This trip was followed by
my first visit to Keighley onMarch 23 to see
the progress on the reopening of theWorth
Valley branch as the Keighley &Worth Valley
Railway. The visit was also to see the arrival
at Keighley of LNER A3 Pacific No. 4472
Flying Scotsman that, in its fifth year of private
ownership, was working ‘The Bronte’ railtour.
It was the weekend of April 20 before my first

1968 foray after main line steam, when there
were two specials working on the Saturday.

Last remaining Britannia
The first special was the Railway
Correspondence and Travel Society
‘Lancastrian No. 2 Rail Tour’ that featured
Liverpool Edge Hill’s (8A) LMS ‘Black Five’
No. 45156 Ayrshire Yeomanry, the last survivor
of just four ‘Black Fives’ that were given
names. The engine was working on the section
between Liverpool toWigan and then onwards
to Fleetwood.
The last remaining Britannia Pacific,

No. 70013Oliver Cromwell that, after the
closure of Kingmoor, was now a Carnforth
(10A) engine, was then to work the train from
Fleetwood toWindermere and back.
The second tour that was to run on the

Saturday was a joint venture between the
Manchester Rail Travel Society and the Seven
Valley Railway Society and this was the ‘North
West Steam Tour’. This tour was to feature
double-headed ‘Black Fives’ on the section
from Stockport to Chinley, Romiley and
Stalybridge. At Stalybridge two BR Standard
5MTs were then to take over for the journey
to Bolton, where a Stanier 8F would replace
them for the journey back to Stockport. I had
decided that with some careful planning I
should be able to see and photograph these
tours at a number of locations.
Early on Friday, April 19, together with

a fellow steam enthusiast, I set off by bus
from Blyth for the journey to Newcastle.
We had booked some bed and breakfast

STANDS



No.70013OliverCromwell standsover theashpits at LostockHall on

April 19, 1968.

Right: Stanier 8FNo. 48773makesa spectaculardeparture

fromBoltonwith the ‘LancastrianRail Tour’ onApril 20,

1968.Built byNorthBritish in1940, the followingyear it

was requisitionedby theWarDepartmentandsent to the

IranianStateRailways,where itwas involved ina collision

witha camel.After service inEgypt, itwas repatriated

toand initiallyusedon theLongmoorMilitaryRailway,

beforeenteringBRstock in1957.During its last fewyears

of service,No. 48773hadadiagonal yellowstripepainted

on its cab-side to indicate itwasunable tooperate southof

Crewe, as its top feedwasdeemed tobeoutofgaugeunder

thenew25kvACoverheadelectrification. It hauled its last

BR trainonAugust 4, 1968andwas subsequentlybought

by theSevernValleyRailway. Currentlyoutof ticket, it is

on static display in theEngineHousemuseumandvisitor

centreatHighley.

Withdrawn locomotivesawaiting their fateat LostockHall

onApril 19, 1968.

accommodation at Preston, as it would not be
possible to see both of these specials and get
back to Blyth in one day.
At Newcastle we joined a train for Liverpool,

which got us into Manchester Victoria just
before lunchtime. I had found frommy
previous visits to Manchester that at Victoria
station it was normal to find at least two steam
locomotives, which were there for shunting
and banking duties. Banking assistance was
required for heavy trains climbing up the
1-in-59 gradient out of Victoria station up to
Miles Platting.
On this occasion there was only one

locomotive to be seen, it was ‘Black Five’

No. 44818, so I assumed the other one had set
off on its banking duties. We had just over an
hour in Manchester before our train to Preston,
so we decided on a very swift look into Newton
Heath sheds (9D). The sheds were quiet,
certainly not as busy as on some of my previous
visits. Two ‘Black Fives’ were in the shed mouth
and a further three were in the yard outside.

Hauling amail train
We took some photographs including one
of ‘Black Five’ No. 44884, which came past
the sheds hauling a mail train. We were then
hurrying back to Victoria station to catch our
train to Preston.

Getting off the train at Preston we found
‘Black Five’ No. 45025 (now preserved on the
Strathspey Railway) shunting a parcels train.
We took a few photographs before we boarded
a train for Liverpool Exchange for the short
eight-minute journey to Lostock Hall station.
Lostock Hall sheds were our objective and we
were soon wandering around taking numbers
and photographs. In the sidings adjacent to
the main sheds there were lines of withdrawn
locomotives – a common sight at steam sheds.
Just after 3pm there was the familiar sound

of a Britannia whistle and No. 70013Oliver
Cromwell arrived, presumably travelling light
engine from its home shed of Carnforth, in

BritanniaPacificNo. 70013OliverCromwellcrosses EntwistleViaductwithBritishRail’s (ScottishRegion) ‘GrandRail TourNo. 5’ on

June1, 1968. This locomotive ranup to theendofBRsteamhaulageon themain line, takingpart in the ‘FifteenGuineaSpecial’ 10

weeks later.
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readiness for the railtour duties the following
day. Standing outside the sheds was a very
run-down-looking 9F minus a numberplate.
This was Speke Junction’s (8C) No. 92069,
which had only two weeks left before being
withdrawn. The 9F then set off from the sheds
and came back through Lostock Hall station
two hours later hauling an oil train.
The next two hours were spent near Lostock

Hall station taking photos of steam-hauled
freights that passed by. They included another
Speke Junction 9F, No. 92054, also minus
numberplate on a mixed freight. There was a
‘Black Five’-hauled freight train, with Lostock
Hall’s No. 44971 and then two freight trains

hauled by 8Fs, Rose Grove’s (10F) No. 48323
and Speke Junction’s No. 48421.

Photographing evening steam
It was 8pm when we eventually got back to
Preston station and headed off to find our
accommodation for the night, which we found
was very conveniently situated, being only a
short walk away. We checked in and left our
very limited luggage and then found a nearby
‘chippy’ for some fish and chips. We were then
back to Preston station to try to photograph
some evening steam. Carnforth’s ‘Black Five’
No. 44709 arrived on the evening parcels
from Barrow, a regular steam working that I

had seen during my camping coach holidays
at Grange-over-Sands in 1966 and 1967. This
working, 1P92, was booked for a Carnforth
engine and continued right up to end of steam.
Then, just after 10pm, Lostock Hall’s ‘Black

Five’ No. 45025 arrived on the 1P02, the
8.55pmManchester Victoria to Heysham, ‘The
Belfast Boat Express’, although sadly without
a headboard. We were quite lucky, as only two
weeks later No. 45025 hauled the final steam
working of this train. With a couple of brief
time exposure photographs taken, it was back
to our B&B for some sleep.
The next morning we had a hearty breakfast

(as we did not know when we would be eating

Bankingengines ‘BlackFives’Nos. 45310and44910 standatManchesterVictoria

onApril 20, 1968.

LMS ‘BlackFive’ 4-6-0No.45156AyrshireYeomanry leavesWiganwith the

‘LancastrianRail Tour’ onApril 20, 1968.
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No.70013OliverCromwellarrives at LostockHall onApril 19, 1968.

BRStandard9F2-10-0No. 92054at LostockHall stationwithamixed freightonApril 19, 1968.

Enthusiasts surroundBRStandard5MT4-6-0s
Nos. 73134and73069atBoltonwith the
‘LancastrianRail Tour’ onApril 19, 1968.

next), before we set off back to the station to
find No. 44878 undertaking some shunting
duties. We joined a train heading south on the
main line to take us on the journey toWigan
NorthWestern station. Leaving the station,
we walked a short distance north, looking for
somewhere to take a photograph. We found a
location near some playing fields that gave us
a reasonable view of trains on an embankment
heading north out of the station.
We did not have long to wait, as at 9.45am

an immaculate No. 45156 Ayrshire Yeomanry
appeared heading the ‘Lancastrian No. 2’ tour.
It was a beautiful sunny morning and the
superbly turned-out ‘Black Five’ looked great.
It was then a brisk walk toWiganWallgate
station to take a train to Bolton and on to
Manchester. At Manchester we headed for
Piccadilly station to join a train that would take
us on a 20-minute journey to Romiley, where
we hoped to see the MRTS/SVRS ‘NorthWest
Steam Tour’ on the section between Stockport
and Stalybridge.
Arriving at these locations for the first time

and with very little time to spare it was always
very difficult to find a good photographic
location. The one we found on this occasion
was not great, but it still gave us a reasonable
view of the train. It arrived just after noonBRStandard5MTNos. 73134and73069arrivingatBoltonwith the ‘LancastrianRail Tour’ onApril 20, 1968.
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with Bolton’s (9K) No. 45110 leading Heaton
Mersey’s (9F) No. 44949.

Dash across to Victoria
It was then back to Piccadilly and a dash across
to Victoria, where we found No. 44890 in the
station. Another photograph was taken and we
were back on a train to Bolton. There we were
hoping to see the ‘NorthWest Steam Tour’
again and the changeover of locomotives.
Just outside of Bolton Trinity Street station

we found a footbridge that gave us a good view
of trains coming into Bolton from Blackburn.
At 3.55pm the tour arrived and it was with
two of Manchester Patricroft’s Standard 5MTs
on the front, Caprotti No. 73134 leading sister
engine No. 73069. A photo was taken from the
bridge and then we rushed back towards the
station to see the changeover of locomotives.
We had already seen Bolton’s 8F No. 48773

standing outside the sheds and as it was in a
very clean condition we assumed this was to be
the locomotive to replace the two Standards.
We found some sidings alongside the station
that gave us some good views of the locomotive
changeovers. However, with so many
enthusiasts wandering around, it proved to be
quite difficult to get some photographs.
It was a very quick turnaround and as we

Almost at theendof its shortworking life, Speke Junction shed’sBRStandard9F2-10-0No. 92069 is seenat

LostockHall onApril 19, 1968.



BRStandard5MT4-6-0No. 73069banking the1T85

‘TwoCities Limited’ up toMilesPlattingon June23,

1968. This tourwas runby theLocomotiveClubof

GreatBritain’sNorthWestbranch.

UnidentifiedLMS ‘BlackFive’ 4-6-0s at
NewtonHeath shedsonApril 19, 1968.

had guessed it was No. 48773 that was now
going onto the front. The tour was already
running late and at 4.05pmNo. 48773 made
a spectacular departure with superb sound
effects, slipping wheels and huge plumes of
smoke. It was then back to the station and onto
a train to take us back to Manchester Victoria
where we found ‘Black Fives’ Nos. 45310
and 44910 standing together waiting for any
required banking duties. ‘Black Five’ No. 44980
then arrived on a parcels train and our final
photograph of the day was taken from our
6pm train to Newcastle of another Patricroft
Standard 5MT, No. 73157. It was nearly
midnight when we arrived back into Blyth. We
were both very weary and tired but very happy
with our weekend trip.
My next steam outing was very near home,

onMay 25 to see Flying Scotsman just north of
Morpeth working the ‘Forth Bridge Flyer’.

In search of steam
On June 1, my friend and I set off on our next
trip to Manchester in the search of steam.
This time it was a day trip to see a BR Scottish
Region tour, the ‘Grand Rail Tour No. 5’.
The tour was to start at EdinburghWaverley
and travel via Carlisle to Carnforth, where
Oliver Cromwell would take the train south to
Preston, Bolton, Manchester Victoria and then
to Guide Bridge.
At Guide Bridge one of the overhead electric

locomotives was to take the train over the
Woodhead route to Sheffield and back. 70013
would then take over to take the train back
to Bolton and then on to Blackburn and
Hellifield. With a diesel on the front, the tour
would make its way back to Scotland via the
Settle and Carlisle route and on to Edinburgh
via Dumfries, Kilmarnock, Stirling and Alloa.
Our plan for the day was to photograph

Oliver Cromwell climbing the 1-in-59 bank
out of Manchester Victoria to Miles Platting.
We would then travel to Bolton, change onto a
Blackburn train and then get off at Entwistle
to get another photograph of No. 70013 on the
climb up to Darwen.
We had decided not to have a crack of dawn

start from Blyth and our train from Newcastle
did not get us into Manchester Victoria until
just before noon.

There were two ‘Black Fives’ in the station
Newton Heath’s No. 45206 and No. 45156
Ayrshire Yeomanry, now a Patricroft engine
following the closure of Edge Hill sheds.
We set off from Victoria station with the

aim of getting up towards the top of the
bank to Miles Platting and to look for a good
vantage point from which we could take some
photographs.
Unfortunately, we had not got the correct

times for the tour, as we suddenly heard the
sound of a Britannia whistle and the crisp
exhaust note ofOliver Cromwell setting off out
of Victoria. It was a mad dash to try to find a
vantage point from which to take a photograph
but all around us were high walls!
I did manage a photograph but not a very

good one and it was certainly not what I had
planned, particularly when it was such a
beautiful sunny day. No. 70013 came past and
then we could see it was ‘Black Five’ No. 44884
at the rear giving banking assistance. For
future reference we then continued to walk
towards Miles Platting.
We found a good location for future

photographs and I took a photograph
of a DMU coming up the bank – what a
disappointment! Very dejected, we headed back
to the station to find No. 44884 had returned
from its brief banking duty and was standing
together with sister engine No. 45206.
It was then onto a train for Bolton,

a change onto a train for Blackburn
and we arrived at Entwistle just after
3pm. I was immediately impressed

with the scenery – it was certainly a beautiful
area, looking at its best in the warm afternoon
sunshine. The gradient through the station
was 1-in-77, so even through it was warm there
was a good chance of some exhaust from the
locomotive.

An impressive viaduct
There were four tracks, two going either side of
the island platform and two fast tracks. A very
pretty gantry-mounted signalbox spanned the
two fast tracks, although it appeared these were
all now out of use. The four-track formation
continued for some distance further north
towards Sough Tunnel.
To the south of the station the four-track

formation changed to two, which then went
over an impressive viaduct spanning the
connection between theWayoh and Turton
reservoirs. From a farm track overbridge just
south of the station I took a photograph of what
I thought was a DMU parcels set coming up
the bank, then Rose Grove’s (10F) 8F No. 48257
appeared on a parcels train heading down the
bank to Bolton.
We decided the photograph to take would be

of the special crossing the viaduct and just after
4pm,Oliver Cromwell arrived. This time we
managed to get quite a good photograph and
there was some exhaust from the locomotive.
We then retraced our journey back to
Manchester Victoria just in time to catch our
6pm train back to Newcastle.
It had certainly been a day of mixed fortunes

but we decided that we must have another go
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‘BlackFive’No. 45156AyrshireYeomanryatManchesterVictoriaon June1,

1968.Built byArmstrongWhitworth in1935, itwasoneofonly four examplesof

the842-strongclass to carry aname in service. It lasteduntil theendof steam

operations inAugust1968andwas cutupby scrapmerchantWards, Beighton in

December that year.

The future ishere,much to thedismayof thearmiesof lineside spotters and

photographersof theday–aDMUparcels unit approachesEntwistle fromBolton

on June1, 1968.

at photographing a steam locomotive climbing
the bank to Miles Platting.
We did not have to wait very long, as three

weeks later we were back for another attempt.
This was Sunday, June 23 to see the Locomotive
Club of Great Britain (NorthWest Branch)
tour ‘The Two Cities Limited’.
It was a circular tour from Liverpool to

Manchester and involved a run both down
from and up to Miles Platting. The tour was
booked to be hauled by a 9F throughout and
the prospect of seeing a class member working
up the bank, possibly unaided, was very
appealing. However, I was later to discover that
the last surviving 9Fs had just been withdrawn
at Carnforth.
The Sunday service from Newcastle to

Manchester was not that good, but in essence

this was a trip for one photograph, to remedy
the one that got away.
We arrived into Manchester Victoria just

after 1pm to find Carnforth’s ‘Black Five’
No. 45394 standing at the front of a parcels
train. We took a photograph before we set off
on our walk towards Miles Platting and to the
very location we had found two weeks earlier.

Nice surprise
The tour was due at 3pm but it was not until
4.30pm that we saw signs of steam as the tour
departed from Victoria station.
We then got a nice surprise, as it was not a

9F that we found but an 8F with a banking
engine at the rear instead. As it came closer
we found that it was Patricroft’s No. 48033,
almost at the end of its working life, as it was

withdrawn a week later when Patricroft sheds
were closed.
It made a nice sight and sound and as the

banking engine came into view we were
surprised that it was not the normal ‘Black
Five’ but instead another Patricroft engine, this
time BR Standard 5MT No. 73069. With the
photographs taken we set off back to Victoria
and to take our train back to Newcastle.
Although we had only been in Manchester

for a few hours it was quite noticeable the
reduction in the numbers of steam locomotives
that could be seen when compared to our
earlier visits.
The end of steam was rapidly approaching

but we would be back on July 27 to witness the
final week of BR steam operations, which were
to come to a close on August 4.





LMS ‘BlackFive’ 4-6-0No. 45212departs from

Bathwith theCardiff-Yeovil legof theRailway

TouringCompany’s ‘GreatBritainXI’ onApril

26. PETER FOSTER



Maunsell mogul’s inaugural 
main line passenger trip
By Cedric Johns

THE penultimate leg of RTC’s ‘Great

Britain XI’nine day tour was notable for

the fact that the train was joined by SR U

class 2-6-0 No. 31806 making its main line

debut in a passenger hauling capacity.

The Swanage based engine, which

had gained its main line ticket a couple

of weeks before joining‘GB XI’, had

travelled light fromWareham toYeovil via

Weymouth to work in top and tail fashion

with LMS‘Black Five’4-6-0 No. 45212.

On the day concerned, April 26, the

mogul travelled without a support

coach because as James Cox, Swanage

Railway’s locomotive, carriage and

wagon superintendent said, the engine

was in easy reach by road should the

unexpected happen.

So, having reachedWeymouth the

engine returned via BincombeTunnel

en route forYeovil Pen Mill passing

DorchesterWest and Maiden Newton

thence the climb up to Evershot summit.

Having arrived at Pen Mill the 2-6-0 

reversed for the short journey toYeovil

Junction where it was stabled in the

Yeovil Railway Centre’s yard loop

alongside the shed.

Worked by‘Black Five’4-6-0 No. 45212,

RTC’s tour arrived roughly an hour later

pulling intoYeovil Junction station’s

platform three.When passengers had

alighted the stock was pushed back 

for stabling.

Turned on the turntable
Detached, the 4-6-0 and support coach

ran back into platform four where

having uncoupled the coach, the‘Black

Five’was turned onYeovil’s turntable in

readiness to join what was to be the rear

end of the train.

Meanwhile a third engine entered into

the manoeuvring of stock, the railway

centre’s resident 0-4-0STLordFisher

shunting the support coach to rejoin the

4-6-0.

No. 31806 came out of the yard to head

‘GB XI’toWeymouth from Pen Mill, the

‘Black Five’ now at the rear – heading 

the ensemble back to the former Great

Western station prior to departure for the

Dorset coast.

So, having reassembled the train, the

2-6-0 made its passenger-hauling debut

taking the tour fromYeovil toWeymouth

viaYetminster and the even steeper

approach 1-in-51 to Evershot with

perhaps a little assistance from No. 45212.

In the final act, the‘Black Five’worked

the train fromWeymouth via Dorchester

South toWareham with the mogul acting

as banker up through Bincombe, the

engine working tender first at the rear.

Tender first?This was probably the

first time that an engine had made a

main line debut – or at least part of

it – working tender first at the rear of a

passenger train.

That said the mogul had the last laugh

as when having arrived atWareham the

2-6-0 – now at the front end – hauled

the train plus the 4-6-0 back through

Worgret Junction to Swanage via

Corfe Castle.

Following a night stop, ‘GB XI’ departed

behind the 4-6-0 on its final leg back to

LondonVictoria travelling by way of

Poole, Bournemouth, Southampton,

Netley, Fareham and the Portsmouth

direct line to Guildford andWoking.

Delight of passengers
Apart from A4 No. 60009UnionofSouth

Africanot being available during the

tour, RTC had successfully pulled off

another nine-day trip around the UK

much to the delight of passengers and

lineside photographers alike.

Since the tour, James Cox has said

that No. 31806 is available for hire to

railtour promoters and indeed, it has

been whispered that RTC may use the

2-6-0 to work some of its Dorset coast

summer trains.

By coincidence both the 2-6-0

No. 31806 and the‘Black Five’ No. 45212

were fitted with the latest version of

ArrowVale OTM-R which includes

additional features when compared

with earlier systems fitted to the

majority of main line locomotives.

Glasgow Queen Street
roof arch on view again
ByHughDougherty

THE historic southern aspect of

Glasgow’s Queen Street station roof

arch is on view again for the first time

in over 50 years, as demolition of

Consort House, once the headquarters

of Strathclyde Passenger Transport,

goes on as part of the station’s £100

million makeover.

The cast-iron roof was designed by

the North British Railway’s civil engineer

James Carsewell and was built in 1880

by P & W MacLellan, whose Glasgow-

made ironwork, including station roofs,

canopy columns and lattice footbridges,

is still to be seen across the British and

Irish railway networks, and worldwide,

especially in former British colonies.

Passers-by have been stopping to

watch the tricky demolition and to

admire the emerging, 138-year-old,

glazed arch which sits alongside the

former North British Railway Hotel,

now the Millennium Hotel on George

Square.

However, despite pressure from

heritage and conservation groups,

the arch’s southern aspect will

disappear again behind new buildings

when the station renewal is complete

in 2019.

The scale and grace of the Victorian

engineering of Queen Street station

roof can also be appreciated inside the

station which recalls the opening of

the original station on the site by the

Edinburgh & Glasgow Railway in 1842.

The Glasgow Queen Street station arch on view again. HUGH DOUGHERTY

SINCE the word has spread – helped

by a mention on these pages – that

DukeofGloucester’smembers are

being o�ered a seat on the 4-6-2’s

loaded test run next year for just

£10, interest in the unique three

cylinder 8P locomotive has surged.

Yet some non-member

enthusiasts claim that it is

unfair that they cannot be

considered for what will be a

headline-grabbing trip.

The 8P Trust’s chairman, Trevor

Tuckley described the reaction of

non-members as‘unbelievable’.

“It makes you wonder if these

people can read,”he said.“Surely

we made it clear that the offer

is made as an appreciation of

our membership’s support in

helping to fund the cost of the

Duke’s overhaul.”

He might have added that in the

West Midlands, a group of members

is not only supporting the overhaul

financially, but they also turn up 

on a regular basis to play an active

role as part of a team carrying out

work assisting Tyseley’s engineers

progressing the 4-6-2’s return to the

main line and its future long term

involvement with Vintage Trains.

In summary the message from

the 8P Trust to those non-members

keen to get their hands on a

ticket for £10 is sign up, become

a member and enjoy the various

benefits that membership will

provide when the Duke returns

to steam.

In the meantime the locomotive’s

wheelsets roller bearings are being

closely scrutinised for‘square

corners’before the frames become 

a rolling chassis.

Looking ahead, the trust will

be attending Tyseley’s open

weekend June 30-July 1when

the Duke’s boiler will be carrying

a special headboard to mark the

locomotive’s future association with 

Vintage Trains.

£10 ticket ? Then it pays to join us

50 years of Tyseley open weekends
TYSELEY LocomotiveWorks is to hold an

open weekend of September 29/30 to

celebrate 50 years of the venue’s open

days, to the exact weekend.

In 1968, when British Railways finished

with steam main line steam haulage

and running over the national network

was not allowed,Tyseley instituted the

first in a series of bi-annual open days

with steam shuttles running on the

goods loop.

A larger event than usual is being

arranged with visiting locomotives and 

additional family attractions.
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‘Torbay Express’ changes
AS IS thenatureof the railtourbusiness,

changesof necessity havebeenmade

to the line-upof‘Torbay Express’Bristol-

Kingswearholiday tripswhichbegin

thismonth, Sunday, June3.

Asnotedearlier this year, Bulleid 4-6-2

No. 35028ClanLinegets the season

startedbydepartingTempleMeads

calling at Bath,Trowbridge,Westbury,

TauntonandExeter StDavid’s en route

toPaigntonandKingswear.

The first changeaffects the‘Express’

whichwasdated for Sunday, June17,

routedoutof Bristol viaWeston-super-

Mare andTaunton.

This in effect hasbeencancelled

and replacedwith the‘Cornishman’

which, hauledbyClanLine, is planned

to run fromBristol to Par viaDainton

andRattery.

This, as previously noted,will be the

first occasion that aMerchantNavy

will have crossed theRiverTamar

intoCornwall.

After leavingTempleMeads this train

picksupatWeston-super-Mare,Yatton,

TauntonandExeter StDavid’s giving

passengers the choiceof alightingat

Plymouth, Liskeard, BodminParkway

andor Par.

TheBulleid4-6-2 isback inTorbay

actiononSunday, July15when the

‘Express’is onceagain routedout

ofTempleMeads stoppingatBath,

Trowbridge,Westbury,Tauntonand

Exeter StDavid’s.

Originally booked for haulagebyA1

4-6-2No. 60163 Tornado, the remainder

of the ‘Torbay Express’programmewill

nowbe in thehandsofA4No. 60009

UnionofSouthAfrica, the engine

probably coveringnewgroundduring

its turnsheading trains south-west.

First up for theA4 is aBristol

departure Sunday, July 29, the‘Express’

taking theoldBristol & Exeter line

calling atWeston-super-Mate,Yatton

andTaunton.

This train is followedby the4-6-2

taking the same route toPaigntonand

Kingswear, Sunday, September 2.

The final departure fromTemple

Meads, onSunday, September 16, sees

theA4 routedviaBath,Trowbridge,

Westbury,TauntonandExeter St

David’s.

Storm in a Settle & Carlisle water column
ByCedric Johns

NEWS thatWestCoasthasbeenusing

MerchantNavy4-6-2No. 35018British

IndiaLineover theSettle&Carlisle

route toavoid takingwater atAppleby

appears tobe somethingof a storm in–

orover –awater column.

Thecolumn,originally funded locally,

is nowbeing leasedby theMain

LineSteamLocomotiveOperators’

Associationwhich is charginga

‘commercial’rate for every topup.

Facedwith theprospectofhaving

topayevery timeoneof its engines

stopped for a water‘splash’Carnforth’s

management refused tocomply,

calculating that the‘Merchants’5000

gallon tender tankwouldcopewitha

topupatHellifield.

Steam section

Tomakeapoint,WestCoastbooked

No. 35018 towork the steamsectionof

its‘Dalesman’trip fromYork toCarlisle,

May8, andRTC’s‘CumbrianMountain

Express’over theCarnforth-Shap-

Carlisle-Settle-Farington Junction

sectiononMay12.

Since thewater column issuewas

raised,WestCoasthasassessedmileages

involvedand reckons thatmost if not all

its enginesbasedatCarnforth canget

by, using theHellifield facility.

Indeed, onTuesday,May15LMS8F

2-8-0No. 48151handled the‘Dalesman’

trainwhichhad rundiesel hauled from

Chester toCarlisle thenover theSettle

andCarlisle linewith the2-8-0.

As is thenormWestCoasthadnot

revealedwhichenginewouldbeused

for the‘Dalesman’onMay22aswe

closed forpressnoron theLancaster-

Carlisle‘Fellsman’onMay29.However,

‘Jubilee’4-6-0No. 45699Galateawas

named forRTC’s‘Hadrian’, theengine

joining the trainatHellifield forCarlisle

and return.

Most importantlyperhaps isnews

thatBritish IndiaLine is reported to

be in fine fettle.With front endsteam

escaping issues sorted the4-6-2has

putupsomesparklingperformances

during theBulleid’smore frequentmain

lineappearances.

Homemetals

Hopefully, theenginewill be released

tomovesouth toheadexcursionson

itshomemetals in thenot toodistant

future. Imagine the‘Merchant’following

thewell-worn routeof the‘AtlanticCoast

Express’tacklingHonitonon itsway to

Exeter andwhoknowswhere.

On its first run over Shap since restoration, SR Merchant
Navy Pacific No. 35018 British India Line passes Hardrigg on
the climb to Grayrigg with the Railway Touring Company’s
‘Cumbrian Mountain Express’ on May 12. DAVE HUNT

Blue King ‘blasts’ successfully
GREAT Western 4-6-0 No. 6023 

King Edward II‘s recent visit to the 

Severn Valley Railway proved not 

only to be an attraction for visiting 

enthusiasts but more importantly 

it provided a useful opportunity 

for testing the 4-6-0’s improved 

blastpipe arrangements.

According to Great Western 

Society chairman Richard Croucher, 

the engine – and the redesigned 

blastpipe – performed well under 

loaded test.

With something like 385 tons 

behind the drawbar – similar to 

Great Western loadings out of 

Exeter to Plymouth via Dainton 

and Rattery – the King managed 

sure footed restarts on the valley’s 

steepest gradients.

Now visiting the Gloucestershire 

Warwickshire Railway, the 4-6-0 

will afterwards spend the summer 

working on the Dartmouth 

Steam Railway.

By mid-June, probably around 

June 15, the 4-6-0 will be loaded 

for a journey direct by road to the 

railway’s Churston shed.

Once in service, the line’s 1-in-

60/66 gradients should provide 

the finishing touch to the King’s 

new blastpipe design during the 

4-6-0’s stay which will last until 

early September.

Will No. 6023 eventually go main 

line? 

There are two answers to 

the question. The first is that 

discussions are taking place 

with Network Rail with a view to 

establishing (limited) routes over 

which the engine will be able to 

operate in its present form.

If that avenue proves to be 

closed, consideration will be given 

to the task of  reducing the width 

of the King’s two outside cylinders 

when its boiler ticket expires in two 

years’ time.

“Yes”, said Richard, “our aim is to 

take the King onto the main line 

in the future. It’s simply a question 

of time.”
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Capital success for Swanage 33
ByRobin Jones

THE SwanageRailway’s Class 33D6515

Lt JennyLewisRNhasmadehistory

twiceover in London.

OnSunday, April 29, it became

the first classmember tohaul a

passenger train over part of the London

Underground system, andonFriday,

May11, it hauled the special four-coach

‘Purbeck Explorer’SwanageRailway

charter train fromLondon’s Ealing

Broadway station to Swanage.

TheApril 29 tripwasorganised jointly

by LondonTransportMuseum, London

Underground,GBRailfreight, Chiltern

Railways and theBuckinghamshire

RailwayCentre atQuaintonRoad.The

special train (reportingnumber 746

onLondonTransport and1Z33 / 1Z20

/ 5Z20onNetworkRail) comprised

D6515, Class 20sNos. 20142 Sir John

Benjamin andNos. 20227, plus London

TransportMuseum’s go-anywhere

SouthernRegion4TCcarriage set.

This setwas converted inYork

during1966 for theBournemouth to

Weymouth line from theendof steam

traction in 1967 to theelectrificationof

the line in 1988, and later restoredby

theCoventGardenmuseum.

Metropolitan Line
TheClass 33wasused for the tour in

order tohelppowerupETHon the

train. In order for it tobe allowed to run

over theMetropolitan Line, it had to

be fittedwith trip cocks. Gauging tests

were carriedout atWatford in case the

trainwasdiverted.

Starting fromNeasdendepot at

9.41am, the special ran empty to

WembleyParkplatform1, arriving

eightminutes later for thepassengers

toboard. It then ran toAmershamvia

Harrow-on-the-Hill. At Amersham,

the LondonUndergroundcrewwas

replacedby aGBRailfreight one, for the

part of the journeyoverNetworkRail

metals in the formof theGreat Central &

MetropolitanRailway Joint Line.

The special arrived atAylesbury at

11.11am, and then ranviaQuainton

Road toClaydon Junction,where the

train reversed.

On the return journey, it stopped

atQuaintonRoad,wherepassengers

alighted for a special ceremony.

NetworkRail chairmanSir PeterHendy

officially namedNo. 20227 Sherlock

Holmes, andgave it thenumber 8,

remembering theMetropolitanRailway

electric locomotiveswhich carried the

sanenameandnumber.Watchedby

GuyMarriott, president of the Sherlock

Holmes Society, the locomotivewas

given abespoke shedplate 221B, the

fictional detective’s housenumber in

Baker Street!

The special departed fromQuainton

Roadat 3.01pm, ran throughAylesbury

toAmersham–where the crewswere

changedagain – and reachedHarrow-

on-the-Hill at 4.24pm.There, it ranon to

theChilternmain line intoMarylebone’s

Wall siding at 5.01pm,whichhasno

platform. It departedat 5.17pm for

West Ruislip,where thepassengers

disembarkedat 5.33pm, and returned

toRuislip depot at 5.45pm.

Diesel gala
TheSwanageRailway’sMay11-13

annual diesel gala andbeer festival

sawmoremain linehistorymade.

Not onlydid 1960-built D6515haul

its first London toSwanage train since

the summerof 1966, but twoClass 73

electro-diesels –No. 73107 courtesyof

GBRailfreight andNo. 73133 courtesy

ofTransmartTrains – top-and-tailed

the4TC set betweenWarehamand

Left: Class 33 D6515 Lt JennyLewisRN

at Wareham with the return ‘Purbeck

Explorer’ trip to London on May 13.

ANDREW PM WRIGHT

For the first time since 1968, Class
73 electro-diesels hauled a 4TC set
between Swanage and Wareham.
Nos. 73133 and 73136 are seen
passing Corfe Castle on May 13.
ANDREW PM WRIGHT

Class 33 D6515 heads a London train at Swanage in the summer of 1966. ANDREW PM WRIGHT COLLECTION
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Swanage for the first time since 1968,

providingeight trains aday so that

visitors could travel to thepopular

annual event at CorfeCastle by train

from themain line atWareham.During

1967 and1968, Class 73s and4TC sets

formed through trains fromLondon

toSwanage.

SwanageRailwayCompany chairman

Trevor Parsons, a volunteer signalman

and trainguard, said:“The‘Purbeck

Explorer’revived the excitement and

expectationof travelling from the

Capital to the coast in a 4TC carriage set

hauledby a SouthernRegionClass 33

diesel locomotive. Itwasgreat to see

the twoClass 73electro-diesels haul

– andpropel – a 4TC carriage set to

CorfeCastle andSwanage for the first

time since 1968, a year beforeBritish

Rail stoppeddirect trains fromLondon

down toCorfeCastle andSwanage.

Theother guest locomotivesduring

theeventwereClass 20sNos. 20007

and20142 Sir JohnBetjeman,Class 35

‘Hymek’No.D7017, Class 45No. 45041

Royal TankRegiment,Class 50sNos.

50049Defiance and50031Hoodas

well as Class 66No. 66783‘The Flying

Dustman’courtesyofGBRailfreight.

Push-pull fitted
D6515andpush-pull fittedClass 33

No. 33111whichhauled the last British

Rail 4TC carriage set to Swanageonan

enthusiasts’railtour in September, 1971,

just threemonthsbefore thePurbeck

branch closed, also tookpart.

The special train returned to London

on the afternoonofMay13.D6515

and the4TC setwere later taken to the

SevenValley Railway

Nowownedby theClass 71AGroup,

D6515madea sadpieceofDorset

railwayhistory inMay, 1977,when it

was the last locomotive to run from

Poole toWimborne after the line closed

to freight.

What’s this – a stranger in our midst? Class 33 D6515 Lt Jenny Lewis RN climbs out the dip at London 

Underground’s Wembley Park depot, with Metropolitan and Jubilee Line trains adjacent. ANDY BARR

At Quainton Road station on April 29, watched by 

Sherlock Holmes Society president Guy Marriott (right), 

Class 20 No. 20227 is named Sherlock Holmes by Network 

Rail chairman Sir Peter Hendy. ANDY BARR
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ByCedricJohns

CURRENTLY under firebox repair after

pulling out of its involvement with

‘Great Britain XI’, A4 4-6-2 No. 60009

UnionofSouthAfricawill, says owner

John Cameron, be ready to travel south 

to head a Steam Dreams’redated

‘Cathedrals Express’to Cardiff on

Thursday, June 14.

Departing Paddington the‘Express’ is

booked to call at Slough, Reading and

Swindon, the train either routed via

Chippenham and Bath or the Badminton

line to Bristol.

Prior to that,‘Black Five’No. 45212

is down to work another Paddington

departure on Sunday, June 10, with an

‘Express’destined for Exeter, Paignton

and Kingswear.

This will be an interesting trip in terms

of a mix of motive power, the 4-6-0

most likely joining the train atTaunton

on the down journey or working it back

to Paddington at the end of the trip.

Whichever, a diesel will come into play at 

one stage.

Passenger stops are given as Slough,

Twyford, Reading, Hungerford and after

covering the whole of the Berks & Hants

line,Taunton and Exeter St David’s.

FlyingScotsmancomes into play on

Monday, June18, heading Steam Dreams’

‘Lakes Express’, a three day trip to the 

Lake District.

Long-awaited reappearance
DepartingVictoria, the A3 takes the

train to Preston – or possibly Carnforth

– where passengers are taken to their

respective hotels by road.

If all goes to plan, the return journey on

Thursday, June 21,will see David Buck’s

B1 4-6-0 No. 61306Mayflowermake its

long-awaited reappearance on the main 

line following a lengthy overhaul.

OnThursday, June 18, Clapham

Junction is the departure point for a

‘Cathedrals Express’travelling to Oxford

andWorcester unusually via the Surrey

Hills route.This may be a job for number 

nine, yet to be confirmed as we go

to press.

From Clapham the‘Express’picks up

at Redhill, Dorking Deepdene, Shalford,

Guildford, Farnborough North, Reading

and Oxford.

Passengers travelling to or from Oxford

are offered reduced fares.

It’sbacktoPaddingtononSunday,July1,

foradayouttoWarwickorStratford-on-

Avon.TheA4isbookedforthistripwhich 

onlystopsatBeaconsfieldenroute.

The followingThursday, July 5, an

‘Express’departs King’s Cross forYork

diesel hauled. Steam – possibly in the

shape of Bulleid 4-6-2 No. 35018British

IndiaLine– comes on the train for

the remainder of the outing taking in

Durham and Newcastle.

Passenger stops are booked for

Stevenage and Peterborough although

doubtless enthusiasts wanting to join the

train atYork can do so.

Mayflower returns to the Steam Dreams’

programme onThursday, July 12, heading

an excursion to Salisbury and Bath.

This is another Clapham Junction

departure but taking an indirect route

to the Roman City by travelling via stops

at Leatherhead, Effingham Junction,

Guildford, and Haslemere.

Continuing along the Portsmouth line

the train will probably travel on through 

Eastleigh, Romsey to Salisbury.

It’s bucket and spade time for the

next three departures, all heading for

the seaside. First up,Mayflowerheads

east into Kent dropping passengers at

Canterbury, Margate,Whitstable and 

Faversham onThursday, July 19.

Down themain line
On Saturday, July 21, Bournemouth

and Poole from Southend is the order

of the day. Diesel hauled and picking

up atWickford, Shenfield and Stratford

(London), steam – number nine – joins

the train in west London.

The third train, leaving Paddington

on Sunday, July 29, with either the A4 or

‘Black Five’No. 45212 at the sharp end,

stops at Slough and Reading before

turning left for ReadingWest and a

Basingstoke pick up.

From there the train heads down the

main line passingWinchester, Eastleigh

and Southampton for Bournemouth.

Number nine comes south

Hosking’s company moves in with Hornby
IN A brief statement, newly-formed

company Locomotive Storage Limited

has announced the acquisition of the

former Hornby plc facilities in Margate,

east Kent.

The statement continued by saying:

"The Hornby Visitor Centre is the only

current tenant and we are pleased that

they will be remaining on the site."

Locomotive Storage intends to

embark on a rolling refurbishment

of the facilities and to engage in

discussions with interested parties

regarding potential uses. Jeremy

Hosking, a director of Locomotive

Storage Limited said:“We are delighted

to have reached this agreement

with Hornby plc after extended but

friendly negotiations.

“Our group has a greatly expanded 

its asset base in recent years and 

this site will greatly enhance our

current facilities.”

Full implications of this move

have yet to be revealed although

unconfirmed reports say one of the

recently acquired Deltics and A4

No. 4464 Bittern are being transferred

from Crewe to Margate.

Meanwhile on the train operating

front, Saphos Trains continue to pull in

the crowds anxious to travel behind

steam at discounted ticket prices.

The‘North Wales Coast Express’

departing Crewe for Holyhead on

Saturday, June 2, is fully booked as is

the‘Welsh Borders Explorer’on June

10 making a four hour trip from Crewe

via Chester, Wrexham, Shrewsbury,

joining the West Coast Main Line for

the homeward run via Stafford.

Following that, three more trains 

are sold out – the‘English Riviera

Express’starting from Bristol calling

at Bath, Bradford-on-Avon, Westbury,

Frome and Taunton for Kingwear on

Saturdays June 24 and July 1, and the

‘William Shakespeare’which starts

from Preston stopping at Wigan

North Western, Warrington Bank

Quay, Hartford, Crewe and Stafford for

Stratford-on-Avon on July 21.

Motive power is currently provided

by either 4-6-0 No. 46100 Royal Scot or

Bullied 4-6-2 No. 34052 LordDowding

which it is understood will retain its

links with the RAF marking the Royal

Air Force centenary.

The‘Brit’? All wheelsets have now

been delivered to Crewe by the South

Devon Railway’s engineering works

and the engine will be rewheeled as 

soon as possible.

STEADY progress is being made on

repairs to LMS 4-6-2 No. 6201Princess

Elizabethsince being moved from

Butterley to Carnforth, with the aim

of getting it back into traffic later

this summer.

Updating Locomotive 6201 Princess

Elizabeth Society members, chairman

Clive Mojonnier circulated a whole

shopping list of repairs completed or in

the final stages, backed by encouraging

news that a boiler lift was not necessary as

first thought.

Dipping into the‘shopping list’reveals

that washout plug holes insert has been

made and inserted, new big end bushes

machined and motion assembly has

been started.

Other jobs include copper welding

to the door plate lap, blast pipe casting

and repairs to the blast pipe flange in

the smokebox and the delivery of 125

new small tubes is further indication

that work on the 4-6-2 is making

satisfactory progress.

In one major step, a cold exam of

the boiler has been completed by the

Vehicle Acceptance Board inspector

and as a result all recommendations

and requirements are being adhered to

as required.

There is no definitive date set for the

engine’s return to main line work but

the owning group is anxious that the

4-6-2 will be earning passenger hauling 

revenue as soon as possible.

Clive said that the society will

welcome new members – ‘armchair’or

active – to assist with the immediate

and future welfare of the LMS express 

passenger engine.

For more details contact: 

www.6201.co.uk

Four diesels for the price of one!
IT IS not often that this column

provides details of railtours powered

by commercially-employed diesel

locomotives, but an unusual trip

organised by the Scottish Railway

Preservation Society is worthy

of comment.

On Saturday, June 9, the‘Plockton

& Kyle of Lochalsh’special will depart

Paisley Gilmour Street for Inverness

and Kyle of Lochalsh, with not one

diesel working the train, but four

GBRf class 73 locomotives.

Yes, four locomotives – two

leading, two tailing. What is more,

these will be the first 73s ever to run 

over the route.

Having departed Gilmore Street,

the train calls at Maxwell Park,

Hamilton Central, Motherwell,

Larbert and Stirling en route to a

choice of destinations –Plockton

on the shores of Loch Carron or by

staying on the train, Kyle of Lochalsh.

Fares: Standard class £75, children

£58. First class £115 return.

In addition to the all-day buffet

service, passengers can, in advance,

book a hot full breakfast, £11;

midday, a three course salad, £14

and or a three course evening meal

£16. Meals are served at tables and 

include tea or coffee to choice.

Later on in the summer, the

Society has planned to run‘Forth

Bridge & Borders’excursions every

Sunday in August.

Starting from Linlithgow the

trains run to Edinburgh Waverley 

then take the Borders line

to Tweedmouth.

Last year‘Black Five’4-6-0s

provided steam throughout the

trips which were virtually sold out

each Sunday.

For full details and tickets call 

0131 202 1033 or visit  

SRPSrailtours.com

‘Lizzie’ latest
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SR Bulleid West Country Pacific No. 34046 running
as No. 34052 Lord Dowding near Whitchurch with
Saphos Trains’ ‘Welsh Marches Express’ from
Crewe to Cardiff on May 12. NEVILLE WELLINGS
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Vintage Trains ‘confident’ 
of hitting share target

GNR(I) compound 4-4-0 No. 85 Merlin departs from its base at Whitehead on the first day of the Railway Preservation Society 

of Ireland’s annual three-day railtour, heading for Dublin. DAVE COLLIER

Sherwood Forester makes LSL railtour debut
LMS ‘Black Five’ 4-6-0 No. 45231 The 

Sherwood Forester is booked to make its 

main line passenger hauling debut under 

new ownership by heading ‘The Sugar 

Loaf Mountaineer’ over the Central Wales 

line on Saturday, July 7.

The engine, returned to main line 

running order by the late Bert Hitchen, 

is part of the Locomotive Services fleet 

and until now been inactive apart for a 

month’svisit totheMidHantsRailway

backinFebruary.

Originating from Birmingham New 

Street, the ‘Mountaineer’ is diesel 

hauled to Shrewsbury calling at 

Smethwick (Galton Bridge Low Level), 

Wolverhampton and Telford.

With steam coming on at Shrewsbury, 

the ‘Black Five’ travels on over the Central 

Wales line celebrating 150 years since the 

route was opened. 

Promoted by Arriva Trains to mark the 

occasion, ticketing is being handled by

PathfinderTours.

In another Pathfinder first, the return 

of Class 52 Western D1015 Western 

Champion is booked to head the much-

delayed ‘Western Glory’ trip marking the 

withdrawal of the Westerns in 1977, on 

August 25.

Picking up at Swindon, Reading 

and Paddington and finishing the 

run at Westbury, the train is routed to 

Cardiff, Plymouth, Taunton and back to 

PaddingtonviatheBerks&Hants line.

IntotalD1015willcover530miles.

By Cedric Johns

VINTAGE Trains’ chairman Michael 

Whitehouse remained confident that 

Tysdeley’s Community Benefit Society 

share offer would reach the minimum 

£800,000 by May 31.

“This will enable the share offer to be 

extended until the end of the year and for 

the proposed Train Operating Company 

to proceed,” he said.

“Discussions are ongoing with the 

Office of Rail and Road for the passenger 

charter train operating licence which has 

been applied for in the name of Vintage 

Trains Limited, a wholly owned subsidiary 

of the Community Benefit Society.

“Currently some minor points on the 

safety certificate are being resolved 

and then the ORR will progress the 

licence application itself having already 

expressed its satisfaction as to insurance 

and the train operating company 

management team”.

“Cath Bellamy will be the managing 

director of Vintage Trains Limited, 

bringing her experience of performing 

the same role at both Chiltern Railways 

and Hull Trains.

“Ian Lake has already been appointed 

operations director and is fully engaged 

with ORR process and planning 

future operations.

“Once the ORR grants Vintage Trains 

Limited an operating licence the 

recruitment of staff – including drivers – 

will begin with the expectation of diesel 

trains operating quite quickly, and steam-

hauled trains during the ‘Shakespeare 

Express’ summer season.”

As an indication of Tyseley’s 

determination to build a viable 

business centre, Vintage Trains has 

announced the appointment of its 

newest team member, Lidia Koziel-

Siudut as development manager, a 

post funded by a 12 month grant from 

the Heritage Lottery Fund resilient 

heritage programme.

Lidia was selected from more than 

125 initial applicants and went through 

a three-stage recruitment process 

before commencing work at the end 

of February.

The role of development manager 

requires Lidia to focus on the 

development of fundraising activities 

and to develop relationships with 

regional and national stakeholders.

As a first step Lidia has drawn together 

all existing strategies and plans to 

produce a master development strategy 

action plan. Reviewed at a recent 

meeting of the Vintage Trains’ trustee 

board, Michael described the plan as 

“brilliant, providing a clear roadmap for 

future Vintage Trains’ fundraising and 

organisational development activities”.

Lidia said: “I am delighted to have 

been given this opportunity and 

hope to deliver significant benefits for 

Vintage Trains”.

The announcement concluded: “Since 

joining the team at Tyseley, Lidia has 

shown dedication and commitment to 

her new role and we all welcome her 

on board”.

Tyseley will be holding an open 

weekend on June 30/July 1. Clun Castle, 

Earl of Mount Edgcumbe, Rood Ashton 

Hall and pannier No. 9600 will be in 

steam. There will be passenger shuttle 

rides and the popular 4-6-0 cavalcade 

will be run each day. There will also be 

photographic opportunities for two 

Castles together and a chance to see the 

workshop from the gallery and steps. 

Visitors will be able discuss the CBS and 

TOC plans and CBS shareholders have 

free admission.
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SR U class 2-6-0 No. 31806 climbs towards Melbury Bubb between Yeovil and Dorchester with ‘GBXI’ on April 26. JACK HAYNES 

WITH FULL REGULATOR
LOCOMOTIVE PERFORMANCE THEN AND NOW

By  Don Benn 

ONCE again the Railway Touring Company ran its Great 

Britain tour this year, the eleventh so far. It was very 

successful as steam haulage was paramount throughout 

and fortunately all covered in depth by two of my 

correspondents, Sandy Smeaton and Alan Rawlings. My 

own participation was limited to linesiding on the last 

two days of the epic.

The tour started on Friday, April 19, with No. 60103 

Flying Scotsman taking the train from King’s Cross to 

Scarborough. On day two the A3 continued by running 

from Scarborough to York, where No. 35018 British 

India Line took over right through to Carlisle. Table One 

shows the detail of the run northbound over the Settle & 

Carlisle from Hellifield to Appleby.

Ten coaches for 395 tons full is no mean load for 

any locomotive over the S&C but the newly-restored 

Merchant Navy Pacific coped easily using about 25% cut-

off and Sandy told me that he got the impression that 

the engine was handled with kid gloves by Mick Rawling.  

Even so, to sustain speed in the 40s on the 1-in-100 up to 

the Ribblehead restriction was good going indeed.

At Carlisle both of 10A’s LMS Jubilee 5XP 4-6-0s 

backed onto the train to take it forward to 

Edinburgh and what followed as far as Carstairs is 

shown in Table Two. Despite the two temporary 

speed restrictions at Floriston and over the Clyde 

Viaduct at Lamington, it was a highly enjoyable 

romp with two accomplished locos in the hands 

of Mick Kelly and Steve Chipperfield. I had nothing 

like it in the days of steam, my exploits being 

limited to a northbound run behind a struggling 

Scots Guardsman right at the end of its life and a 

couple of southbound runs with ‘Black Fives’ on 

the 2pm Glasgow to Liverpool. Back on ‘GBXI’, the 

two 4-6-0s after Carstairs stormed the long climb 

to Gobbinshaw summit at a minimum of 62mph 

which may be a record with steam. Edinburgh was 

reached just a few minutes late after a wonderful 

day of pure steam. Has it ever been bettered for 

variety and loco performance?

Tortuous route
 On Saturday, April 21, LNER B1 4-6-0 No. 1264 took the 

train to Perth where it was joined by No. 45699 Galatea 

as train engine on to Inverness over the Highland main 

line assisted throughout by a diesel on the rear of the 

train. On Sunday 22nd the B1 took six coaches of ‘GBXI’ 

from Inverness to Kyle of Lochalsh and I have shown 

Sandy’s log of the running from Dingwall in some detail 

over this tortuous and heavily speed restricted route. It 

is very rare to see steam on this line and the first time it 

has been featured in this column.

The gradients are fearsome but the crew of B Duncan 

and P James did well with the B1 on 235 tons. From 

milepost 2½ to Raven's Rock summit the ruling gradient 

is 1-in-50 and after reaching 35mph at the foot of the 

climb, speed fell to 18½mph before Achterneed where 

there is a very short section of 1-in-350 before the 1-in-50 

resumes. Speed then settled down to steady slog at 

14mph up to the top. The Garve stop was reached over 

four minutes inside the schedule though this included 

some recovery time. From there the B1 was faced 

immediately by another 1-in-50 climb right off the 

platform this time and speed reached 14mph by the 

time the gradient eased to 1-in-60, then 1-in-75 to the 

next summit at Corriemollie, where speed was 21½ mph. 

After a precipitous drop down to Lochluichart, 

climbing resumes all the way to the stop at Achnasheen, 

again reached inside schedule. Once again the start 

is uphill at 1-in-55 in places but well broken with less 

severe sections to Luib summit but is then mainly 

downhill to Kyle but with a short section of 1-in- 60 up 

to Achnashellach, topped at 20½mph. I hold this run in 

just as much regard as the Jubilees storming along at 

75mph as it required a huge amount of hard work and 

concentration from the enginemen.

Alan Rawlings now takes up the story of ‘GBXI’ from 

day seven: ‘’As I was only able to join part of this year’s 

GB tour, the fact that the Railway Touring Company was 

able to accommodate me was a bonus, made doubly 

so by a suggestion in the paperwork that day seven 

might see a second appearance of ‘Merchant 18’, British 

India Line or ‘BIL’ . Word had already reached me of how 

she had sauntered over the Settle and Carlisle line on 

day two, so it was a real bonus to learn that she would 

indeed join the train at Carnforth.

“This is a locomotive that I had last seen more years 

ago than I would care to admit to on the 1830 ex-

Waterloo, only a short while before she was withdrawn. 

The decision to substitute a Class 8 for a 5XP was to my 

mind an eminently sensible one as the late unavailability 

of No. 60009 required us to take a diesel down to Wales 

to assist the Stanier 5MT over the Heart of Wales line. 

So the full load behind No. 35018 was 11 coaches 
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plus a Class 37 diesel that totalled 525 tons gross.

This is no more thanClanLine takes regularly on the

British Pullman around Surrey but perhaps we should

recognise that‘BIL’is not long out of works and this is the

West Coast Main Line where speed is of the essence.

“I am told that the diesel was a sleeping partner for

this run, apart from a gentle nudge to keep the pace up

on the final three miles of the climb from Balshaw Lane

to Coppull. Otherwise everything felt quiet at the back

and the running with Mick Rawling at the regulator was

consistent with what you might expect from a Class 8.

The descent from Coppull was taken at full tilt and, as

usual,Wigan was the preferred location to witness the

Merchant Navy at speed.

‘’We now move on to day eight that had the promise of

an itinerary you could only dream of with the inclusion of

the Southern U class mogul on the main line and not just

up toWareham.This was an inspired idea that also got

over the multiple loco movements that are necessary in

Wessex to visit bothWeymouth and Swanage without a

diesel in sight.The journey from Bristol was pure steam,

with the diesel making its own way to Swanage to assist

with the progress of the tour on day nine.

“AndyTaylor made the‘Black Five’work hard on the

climb up to Brewham and we gained time hand over

fist by skipping pathing stops although we had to

wait at Castle Cary for‘right time’so as to slot into the

single line section down toYeovil.The Steam Centre

played host to the tour and there were plenty of good 

photo opportunities.”

Spectacleandperformance
And so to the main focus of day eight from the point of

view of spectacle and loco performance – the assault

of Evershot Bank and the return fromWeymouth up

to BincombeTunnel.The balance between the work

of the lead loco and the banking loco was about right

on both hills.Table Four shows the run fromYeovil to

Weymouth. Evershot southbound has a cruel mile-and-

a-half of 1-in-51 at the top and although the outcome

was never in doubt, the U had to work hard with its

train dropping to a minimum of 17mph into the tunnel.

The climb out ofWeymouth shown inTable Five poses

a similar challenge but has a slightly easier approach

and with the‘Five’leading we only dropped to 27mph

minimum at Bincombe summit.

“The run down to Swanage was somewhat of an

anticlimax after these hills but both locos still had to

work at it to get us down to the terminus at the end of a 

thrilling day,”explained Alan.

LMS ‘Black Five’ 4-6-0 No. 45212 and SR U class 2-6-0 No. 31806 at the Yeovil Steam Centre on April 26.  

ALAN RAWLINGS

Date riday, April 20, 2018

Train reat Britain XI

Pilot Loco MS class 5XP 4-6-0 No. 45690 Leander

Train Loco MS class 5XP 4-6-0 No. 45699 Galatea

Load 1 coaches, 404 tons tare 435 tons full

Crew on 45690 M Kelly and C Holmes

Crew on 45699 S Chipperfield and B Bullock

Recorder Smeaton with GPS

Position rd coach of 11

Weather ry and mild, little wind

iles Sched mins secs speed

Carlisle 0.00 0.00 00 00

Kingmoor 2.06 04 23 49

MP 3½ 3.49 05 57 60½

Overbidge 15 4.93 08 01 18½* tsr

Floriston 6.08 11 02 23½

Gretna Jct 8.74 14.00 15 17 48½

Quintinshill 10.24 17 03 53½

MP 11 10.99 17 52 55½

MP 12 11.99 18 56 58

Kirkpatrick 12.99 19.00 19 56 59½

MP 14 13.99 20 56 60½

MP 14½ 14.49 21 26 61

MP 16 15.99 22 47 72/71½

Kirtlebridge 16.74 23 25 73½/74½

Ecclefechan 20.20 26 16 70½

MP 21 20.99 26 57 69½

MP 22 21.99 27 49 68

Lockerbie 25.83 37.00 30 52 78/78½

MP 27 26.99 31 45 78

Netherclough 28.68 33 03 79

MP 30 29.99 34 03 77

Dinwoodie 31.74 35 26 75

MP 33½ 33.49 36 52 74

Wamphray 34.49 37 39 78½

MP 37½ 37.49 40 18 44* sigs

MP 38 37.99 40 58 46½

Beattock 39.74 44.00 43 03 55/55½

MP 41 40.99 44 26 52½

MP 42 41.99 45 36 50½

MP 43 42.99 46 49 48½

MP 44 43.99 48 04 47½

Greskine 44.99 49 21 46

MP 46 45.99 50 40 45½

Harthope 46.99 51 59 45½

MP 47½ 47.49 52 39 45

MP 48 47.99 53 21 40½

Beattock Loop 49.74 62.00 58 05

0.00 0.00 00 00

Elvanfoot 2.86 04 54 68½

Crawford 5.35 06 59 77

MP 57 7.25 08 29 74½

Abington 8.11 11.00 09 11 75

MP 61 11.25 11 38 77½

MP 63 13.25 13 36 53* tsr

Lamington 13.50 13 53 54½

MP 65 15.25 15 42 59½

Symington 16.86 17 17 65½

Thankerton 18.75 18 53 77½/78

Leggatfoot 20.25 20 09 65½

MP 71 21.25 21 03 68

Carstairs S Jct 23.40 31.00 24 57 12½*

Carstairs 23.66 36.00 29 11 

*brakes or speed restriction

Date riday, April 20, 2018

Train reat Britain XI

Loco ebuilt Merchant Navy class 4-6-2

o. 35018 British India Line

Load 0 coaches, 368 tons tare 395 tons full

Crew Rawling and F Chippendale

Recorder Smeaton with GPS

Position th coach of 10

Weather arm and dry, little wind

iles Sched mins secs speed

Hellifield 0.00 0.00 00 00

Down Loop sigs stop

0.40 02 33 0*

05 57

Long Preston 1.16 08 21 34

Settle Junction 3.16 7.00 10 49 60

MP 235½ 4.16 11 52 54

Settle 5.16 13 02 50½

MP 237½ 6.16 14 16 46½

Stainforth Siding 6.91 15 14 44

Milepost 239 7.66 16 18 42/41½

Helwith Bridge 9.16 18 27 42½/47½

MP 241½ 10.16 19 47 47

Horton 11.16 18.00 21 05 45

MP 243 11.66 21 46 44½/46

MP 244 12.66 23 05 45½

Selside 13.41 24 05 44

MP 245½ 14.16 25 07 43½

MP 246 14.66 25 48 43½

Ribblehead 15.91 27.00 27 44 34½*

MP 248 16.66 29 13 28

Blea Moor SB 17.16 30.00 30 17 28/29

Blea Moor Tunnel 17.91 31 52 28½

MP 251½ 20.16 35 12 53

Dent 22.06 37 51 33½*

MP 255½ 24.16 40 38 55/16* sigs

Garsdale 25.35 43.00 43 16 25

Ais Gill 28.41 47 33 53½

MP 260½ 29.16 48 20 60½/57½

Mallerstang 31.66 50 51 61/16* sigs

Kirkby Stephen 35.25 53.00 56 09 25/62½/49

Crosby Garrett 38.41 59 57 56½

Griseburn 40.66 62 29 63½

Ormside 43.66 65 29 57½/64½

Appleby 45.88 67.00 69 15 

*brakes or speed restriction

TABLE TWO: CARLISLE TO CARSTAIRS

TABLE ONE: HELLIFIELD TO APPLEBY

“The descent from Coppull
was taken at full tilt and,
as usual, Wigan was the
preferred location to witness
the Merchant Navy at speed.”
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For comparison of the climb out ofWeymouth I have

included a run from 1965 when No. 34034Honitonhad

charge of six coaches for 215 tons on a filthy wet Sunday

evening.The rebuilt Pacific made the faster start but was

then overtaken by No. 45212 banked by No. 31806 at

the entrance to Bincombe tunnel on the 1-in-50 where

No. 34034 was holding 23mph. A faster run down to

Dorchester Junction recovered the difference though.

While the‘GBXI’special ran on toWareham at very

restrained speeds, the Bulleid romped away reaching

82mph down Moreton bank before being stopped

by signals inWool station, just outside even time

from Dorchester.

Alan continues :‘’And talking of anticlimaxes, the final

day was sadly just that as our substitute‘5’might have

handled the day on its own but Parkstone Bank would

have been too much of a risk. So we took our Class 37

back with us. Inevitably the journey was accompanied

by a familiar growl from the back, although it has to be

said that away from Network Rail, an attempt was made

to lift 525 tons unassisted out of Swanage.We were

down to 10mph with only half a mile to go up the 1-in-

76 to Harman’s Cross when help was called for. 45212

may be a powerful Class 5, with its slightly larger cylinder

bore, but there are times when you think of the loco

rather than attempting a trial of strength.’’

So all in all an excellent‘GBXI’and let’s hope there is

another next year.

On April 29, the newly formed Saphos wing of LSL

(Icons of Steam) ran its‘Welsh Borders Explorer’trip from

Crewe via Shrewsbury and once again I am indebted to

Alan Rawlings for his commentary on this trip.

‘’This trip was my first sampling of the new offer from 

SaphosTrains – a short circular tour from Crewe to

Shrewsbury via Chester, returning to Crewe viaTelford

and the rarely-used Oxley to Bushbury link. It was also an

opportunity to ride in its newly-refurbished train that at

present is a mix of Mk.1 and 2 coaches. As this is a piece

about locomotive performance, I’ll restrict my comments

about the stock to simply say that it sets a new standard

for appearance and quality in steam charters – although 

sealed Mk. 2 units offer little for the enthusiast who

might hope to hear the locomotive up front.

“As if to add insult to injury, the rostered locomotive

was the softly-spoken Bulleid Pacific No. 34052/46

rather than the noisierRoyalScotbut that said, this was

no hardship for a Southern enthusiast. Any concern

about whether the attached diesel might feature in the

performance was dispelled when it became apparent

that a DBC crew was in charge.Table Six covers the first

part of the journey to the pathing stop at Shrewsbury.

“This involved a gently-falling gradient to Chester,

before the train then turned south to take on the

challenge of the climb past the old Gresford Colliery;

starting at Rossett and finishing atWrexham.We then

dropped down to the DeeViaduct at Cefn, before

climbing again to Gobowen followed by a further

descent into Shrewsbury.This was a varied and

demanding route, especially for a Class 7 with the

equivalent of 12+ on the drawbar. Running was good

throughout with both driver Pete Sheridan and fireman

Tony Jones the master of their respective tasks.

“Sections of the line are restricted to 60mph so this

was not about speed so much as how to handle the

terrain. In the past I have been on a charter that has

stalled on Gresford bank with an A4 and a lighter load.

(But see issue 237 for details of a Bulleid light Pacific on

a very heavy load). So these four miles of 1-in-82 are by

no means easy and the following commentary by Pete 

Sheridan explains why:

Routeknowledge
“Having worked a lot of freight trains up Gresford over

the years, you get to know the sticking points where

trains have slipped to a stand and this, like a lot of

information, makes up part of one’s route knowledge.

So my approach to Gresford on this trip started before

leaving home by me looking at other train services over

the single line section around our booked time to try and

avoid starting from cold at Chester/Saltney Junction.

“AtCrewetheveryfirst jobistogiveTonyanoutlineof

therouteashehadnotfiredover itbefore.Thenextbit

wasensuringthatwearriveatSaltneyJunction‘righttime’.

Youwouldn’twanttohavetorestart fromRossett,sowe

approachatabout60mph(thelinespeed),with30%cut

offandalmostfull regulator.Afteraboutonemile intothe

climb, Iopenthecutofftoaround35%. BeyondGresford

oldstationthelinegoesthroughaseriesofcurves,which

becauseofthelinespeed,hasasignificantcant.Socareis

neededandwiththis inmind, I liketosettlethelocososhe

canfindherownway.Onpassingtheoldstationthecut

off isnowat45%,withboilerpressure230psiandspeed

40mph. Iamkeepingahandontheregulator,being

preparedtocontrolaslipasspeedstartstofalloffandyou

feeltheweightofthetraindragging.

“Once you come out of the trees and on to the bridge

over the A483, the line is now straight with speed

holding at 35mph and you feel you’ve got it in the bag.

However, after passing the site ofWrexham colliery

sidings, the last half a mile seems to ease, but as you pass

Wrexham’s distant signal, the line curves again sharply

to the left in a cutting under the A483. Speed drops off

to 30mph and again, beware, it might slip here. Once

more you feel the train’s weight. On emerging from the

cutting you see the line come in from Bidston, the grade

levels out and now you can relax and look at the state of

the boiler. In this case, it is at 220 psi with three quarters

of a glass of water.Thank you,Tony. Speed builds and the

fireman can fill all the holes I’ve just put in his fire. Fun on

a dry day; interesting in the wet!”

“My thanks to Pete for providing this commentary.

The remainder of the circuit was uneventful and having

joined the main line out of Birmingham at Bushbury

TABLE FOUR: YEOVIL TO WEYMOUTH

Date unday, April 22, 2018

Train reat Britain XI

Loco 1 class 4-6-0 No. 1264

Load coaches, 219 tons tare 235 tons full

Crew Duncan and P James

Recorder Smeaton with GPS

Position nd coach of 6

Weather howers and cold

iles Sched mins secs speed

Dingwall 0.00 0.00 00 00

Dingwall Jct 0.27 01 21 18/16½*

MP 1 1.01 03 48 18½

MP 2 2.01 06 13 30½

MP 2½ 2.51 07 09 35

MP 2¾ 2.76 07 36 31

MP 3 3.01 08 08 26½

MP 3½ 3.51 09 22 23½

MP 4 4.01 10 49 18½

Achterneed 4.70 13 10 21/22½

MP 5 5.01 14 02 18½

MP 5½ 5.51 15 40 14½

MP 6 6.01 17 43 14

MP 6¼ 6.26 18 44 14

Ravens Rock 6.51 19 45 17

MP 7 7.01 20 53 35½/29

Black Water 9.38 25 23 42½ 

Viaduct

Garve 11.81 37.00 32 46

0.00 0.00 00 00

MP 12 0.20 01 13 11½

MP 12½ 0.70 03 30 12

MP 13 1.20 05 41 14

MP 13½ 1.70 07 31 18½

Corriemollie 2.20 09 07 21½

Underbridge 3.15 11 03 31/24½

Lochluichart 5.35 15 25 25

MP 18¼ 6.45 17 44 22/36

Achanalt Viaduct 8.45 21 51 15*/25

Achanalt 9.63 25 20 17*/34½

MP 23 11.20 28 40 33½/29½/32½

MP 25 13.20 32 26 30

Achnasheen 16.10 43.00 40 08

0.00 0.00 00 00

MP 28¼ 0.35 02 53 14½

MP 28½ 0.60 03 44 21½

MP 29 1.10 04 50 35

MP 30 2.10 06 10 29

MP 31 3.10 08 54 23½

Luib Smt 3.60 10 11 25½/39½

MP 34 6.10 14 37 33½/37½/31

Glencarron 8.35 18 38 30/36½

Craig Xng 10.10 21 52 29/31/27½

Achnashellach 12.53 27 19 20½/32/22*

Balnacra Xng 14.25 31 35 24

MP 43 15.10 33 16 37½/41/16*

Blackwood Xng 16.85 36 59 24/34

Strathcarron 18.00 34.00 40 20

0.00 0.00 00 00

Underbridge 107 1.16 02 57 34

Attadale 2.35 05 06 31½/34½

Rockfall Shelter 3.48 07 50 18*/27½

Strome Ferry 7.35 17 15 24½

Fernaig 9.03 20 57 32½/33

Duncraig 11.21 25 50 29

Plockton 12.35 28 36 18/33/17½*

Duirinish 13.85 32 46 28/33

Erbusaig 15.89 36 55 27½/30

Kyle of Lochalsh 17.85 42.00 42 23

*brakes or speed restriction

TABLE THREE: DINGWALL TO KYLE OF LOCHALSH

“Sections of the line are
restricted to 60mph so this
was not about speed so much
as how to handle the terrain.”
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Date hursday, April 26, 2018

Train reat Britain XI

Front Loco aunsell U class 2-6-0 No. 31806

Rear Loco tanier class 5 4-6-0 No. 45212

Load 1 coaches, 405 tons tare 425 tons gross

Crew - front loco Andy Taylor and Fraser Birrell

Crew - rear loco Dave Hewson and Chris Birmingham

Recorder lan Rawlings with GPS

Weather unny spells, strong west wind

iles Sched mins secs speed

Yeovil Pen Mill 0.00 0.00 00 00

Pen Mill Jct 0.09 02 04 8

Bradford Viaduct 1.96 06 44 32/35

Thornford 3.08 09 04 22*

Yetminster 4.24 11 24 38

Winterhays LC 5.05 12 41 40

Chetnole 6.28 14 39 32

MP 148 6.65 15 24 29

MP 149 7.65 17 46 23

Evershot Tunnel In 8.27 19 36 17

Evershot Tunnel Out 8.44 20 13 17

Evershot Summit 8.52 20 29 18

Hunters LC 10.35 24 01 32

Cattistock 11.92 27 12 23

Maiden Newton 12.75 29 35 0*

12.75 33 45

Single Line Jct 12.99 23.00 35 46 0*

2.99 37.00 37 35

Grimstone Tunnel 15.53 43 52 45

Stratton LC 16.92 45 28 36

Bradford Peverell 17.55 46 30 39

Poundbury Tunnel 19.69 50 04 22*

Dorchester West 20.42 52.00 53 31 0*

0.42 59.00 58 42

Dorchester Jct 20.83 61.00 61 05 20

Monkton & Came 21.77 62 57 32/24* tsr

Bincombe Summit 23.08 65 44 24

Upwey Wishing Well 23.92 67 56 20* sigs/41

Upwey 25.03 69 56 38/43

Radipole 26.35 72 06 31

Weymouth 27.37 72.00 75 31 

*brakes or speed restriction



Below: Pete Sheridan and Tony Jones on the 

footplate of SR Bulleid Pacific No. 34052 Lord 

Dowding at Telford on April 29. ALAN RAWLINGS

Left: LMS ‘Black Five’ 4-6-0 No. 45212 storms the 

1-in-74 out of Weymouth at Upwey with the 

Weymouth to Swanage leg of ‘GBXI’ on April 26. 

DON BENN

Junction, theBulleid stretched its legs into the low70s

beforebeingheldatStafford toslot into theslow line

servicesbackuptoCrewe,”concludedAlan.

Soaninterestinglittle jauntfromSaphosandIwasquite

keentosampleoneof itstripsuntil I sawreportsabout

the‘WelshMarches’triponMay12whenthedieselonthe

backpushedstronglyontheclimbofLlanvihangelbank.

Thismeansthat Iamunlikelytotrustthemtoofferapure

steamtripinfuture,whichisashameastheypromisedso

much.Dieselassistanceisalsocontrarytothestatements

madebyLSLinitsFAQsectionandIquote:

‘’Wedonotplan foranyofour journeys to feature

diesel assistance.Whereadvertised,diesel locomotives

will beused for feeder services,prior toasteam

locomotivebeingattachedto the train.Weplan forall

ofour services to featureamanneddiesel at the rearof

the train.Thiswill provideanelectricity supply to the

train, aswell asassistancewith shuntingmanoeuvres.

Additionally,wewant toact responsiblyasamain line

operator, so incaseof failurewewant toensurean

assisting loco isonhand if required.Our trainswill not

beassistedbydiesel traction fromthe rearof the train

unlessauthorised todosoaspartofanoutof course

situation,orasabankingengineat specific locations

asauthorisedbyNetworkRail.Noneofour tripsare

plannedto requireabankingengine, thereforeyou

will enjoy theexperienceofa steam-hauled journey

withoutanydiesel assistance.’’

Presumably thenabanking locowasauthorisedor

insistedonbyNRandof thiswasthecasewhyweren’t

participantsadvisedbeforehand? Whywasn’t the load

keptwithin thecapabilities forclass7 locosover the

route?Ontheothersideof thecoin Iamverypleased

toseethatSteamDreams isnowrunningasmanyof its

trainsaspossiblewithoutadieselonthebackandthis

isnowits statedaim.This isverywelcomeandIhope

tobereportingononeof its tripssoon,a first formefor

manyyears.

Withgrateful thanks toAlanRawlingsandSandy

Smeaton for their invaluablecontributions tomy

column.Futurearticleswill cover theoutstanding

performanceofNo.35018onthe‘CumbrianMountain

Express’onMay12andheavy loadhaulageathomeand

inEurope.

Date hursday, April 26, 2018 unday, January 24, 1965

Train reat Britain XI   .50 pm Weymouth to Waterloo

Front Loco tanier class 5 4-6-0 No. 45212   Rebuilt WC class 4-6-2 No. 34034 Honiton

Rear Loco aunsell U class 2-6-0 No. 31806

Load 1 coaches, 405 tons tare 425 tons gross  coaches, 201 tons tare 215 tons gross

Crew - front loco Dave Hewson and Chris Birmingham

Crew - rear loco ndy Taylor and Fraser Birrell

Recorder lan Rawlings with GPS   B with stop watch

Weather Sunny spells, strong west wind   Heavy rain

iles Sched mins secs speed Sched mins secs speed

Weymouth   0.00   0.00 00 00  0.00 00 00 

Radipole   1.01  03 04 35  02 36 36/37½

Upwey   2.34  05 18 37  04 49 35

MP 166   2.71  05 57 34    

MP 165½   3.21  06 53 30    

Upwey Wishing Well   3.45  07 22 29  07 17 26

Bincombe Tunnel In   3.69  07 51 29  07 55 23

Bincombe Tunnel Out   4.16  08 48 27  09 06 22

Bincombe Summit   4.29  09 07 28/50  09 27 25

Monkton & Came   5.60  11 10 40  11 25 54½

Dorchester Jct   6.49 14.00 12 46 15* 12.00 12 44 *

Dorchester South   6.85 15.00 14 15 12* 15.00 15 32 **

*brakes or speed restriction *brakes or speed restriction ** stop and reverse into station

Date unday, April 29, 2018

Train he Welsh Border Explorer

Loco ebuilt West Country class 4-6-2 No. 34046 Braunton

unning as No. 34052 Lord Dowding

Load coaches plus class 47, 420 tons tare 445 tons gross

Crew ete Sheridan and Tony Jones

Recorder lan Rawlings with GPS

iles Sched mins secs speed

Crewe 0.00 0.00 00 00

Crewe Steel Works 1.50 04 23 41

Worleston 3.72 07 05 55

Wardle 5.71 09 11 58

Calveley 8.10 11 37 61

Beeston Castle 10.71 17.00 14 08 64

Brassey 12.46 15 42 59

Tattenhall Road 14.41 17 45 57/62

Waverton 17.83 21 17 59

Christleton Tunnel 19.61 23 10 50/18* sigs

Chester 21.08 30.00 26 47 22*

Saltney Jct 22.96 33.00 30 00 48

Balderton 25.23 32 25 60

Pulford 26.92 34 09 58

Broad Oak LC 27.61 34 51 59

Rossett 28.47 39.00 35 49 56

Gresford 30.12  37 42 43

Rhosrobin 31.74  40 18 33

MP 203 32.07  41 10 29

Wrexham 33.27 44.00 42 43 50

Johnstown 36.62  46 52 46

Ruabon 38.04  48 40 46*

Cefn Viaduct 40.27  51 15 61

Whitehurst Goods 41.01  52 10 57

Chirk 42.38  53 31 53

Weston Rhyn 43.58  54 55 50

Gobowen 45.42 57.00 57 02 58/56

Whitington 47.26  58 57 61

Rednal 50.24  62 00 58

Haughton 51.88  63 42 64

Stanwardine 54.59  66 27 54

Baschurch 55.88  67 46 61/62

Old Woods 58.12  70 03 53

Leaton 59.63  71 37 63

Coton Hill South 63.09  76 19 27*

Shrewsbury 65.46 86.00 77 57 

*brakes or speed restriction

TABLE FIVE: WEYMOUTH TO DORCHESTER

TABLE SIX: CREWE TO SHREWSBURY 
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June

SAT 2: ‘North Wales Coast Express’

Crewe, Holyhead and return.

Steam hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 46100 Royal Scot or No. 34052

Lord Dowding. ST

SAT 2: ‘Cathedrals Express’

Victoria, Portsmouthand return.

Steam hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 45212. SD

SUN 3: ‘Torbay Express’

Bristol, Westbury, Kingswear and return.

Steam hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 35028 Clan Line. TEL

TUES 5: ‘Cathedrals Express’

Paddington, Bicester, Oxford, Victoria.

Steam hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman. SD

TUES 5: ‘Cathedrals Express’

Victoria, Guildford, Redhill, Victoria

(evening).

Steam hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman. SD

SAT 9: ‘East Yorkshireman’

Manchester, Sheffield, Beverley,

Scarborough and return via York.

Steam hauled: Manchester, Scarborough,

Milford.

Loco: No. 45690 Leander. RTC

SAT 9: ‘Dartmouth Express’

Woking, Bristol, Kingswear and return.

Steam hauled: Bristol, Kingswear and

return.

Loco: No. 60009 Union of South Africa.

RTC

SUN 10: ‘Cathedrals Express’

Paddington, Taunton, Kingswear

and return.

Steam hauled: Taunton, Kingswear

and return.

Loco: No. 45212. SD

SUN 10: ‘Welsh Borders Explorer’

Crewe, Chester, Oxley and return

via Stafford.

Steam hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 46100 Royal Scot or No. 34052

Lord Dowding. ST

THUR 14: ‘Cathedrals Express’

Paddington, Cardiff and return.

Steam hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 60009 Union of South Africa. SD

SAT 16: ‘Cotswold Venturer’

Paddington, Evesham, Worcester and

return via Swindon.

Steam hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 60009 Union of South Africa. RTC

BEL Belmond Pullman
0845 077 2222

PT Pathfinder Tours
01453 835414

RTC Railway Touring Company
01553 661500

SD Steam Dreams
01483 209888

ST Saphos Trains
0800 038 5320

The information in this list was correct at the
time of going to press.
We strongly advise you conirm details of a
particular trip with the promoter concerned.

Steam hauled: Scarborough, Ealing.

Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman. RTC

SUN 24: ‘English Riviera Express’

Bristol, Westbury, Kingswear and return.

Steam hauled throughout.

Loco: No. No. 34052 Lord Dowding. ST

THUR 28: ‘Cathedrals Express’

Victoria, Redhill, Guildford, Worcester and

return.

Steam hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 60009 Union of South Africa. SD

Regular Steam
DAILY:  ‘Jacobite’

Fort William, Mallaig and return.

Steam hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 44871, 62005 or No. 45407. WCR

JUN 4, 5:  ‘Dalesman’

Chester, Hellifield, Carlisle and return.

Steam hauled: Hellifield, Carlisle and 

return.

Loco: No. 35018 British India Line,  

No. 45690 Leander or No. 45699 Galatea. 

WCR

TUES JUN 12, 26:  ‘Fellsman’

Lancaster, Hellifield, Carlisle and return.

Steam hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 45690 Leander or No. 45699 

Galatea. SMN

THURS TO SEP 13:  ‘Scarborough Spa 

Express’

Carnforth, York, Scarborough and return.

Steam hauled: York, Scarborough and 

return.

Loco: No. 48151 or No. 45699 Galatea. 

WCR

SAT 16:  ‘Surrey Hills Luncheon’

Victoria, Guildford, Redhill, Victoria.

Steam hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 35028 Clan Line. BEL

SAT 16:  ‘Welsh Marches Express’

Crewe, Shrewsbury, Hereford, Cardiff and 

return.

Steam hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 46100 Royal Scot or No. 34052 

Lord Dowding. ST

SAT 16:  ‘Albert Gilmour Memorial’

Linlithgow, Newcastle, King's Cross and 

return.

Loco: D9009 Alycidon (from Newcastle). 

52AR

SUN 17:  ‘Cornishman’

Bristol, Par and return.

Steam hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 35028 Clan Line. PT

MON 18:  ‘Lakes Express’ (day one)

Victoria, Carnforth.

Steam hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman. SD

TUES 19:  ‘Dalesman’

York, Hellifield, Carlisle and return.

Steam hauled: Hellifield, Carlisle and return.

Loco: No. 35018 British India Line,  

No. 45690 Leander or No. 45699 Galatea. 

WCR

THUR 21:  ‘Lakes Express’ (day four)

Carnforth, Victoria.

Steam hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman. SD

SAT 23:  ‘Cumbrian Mountain  

Express'

Euston, Shap, Carlisle and return 

via Settle. Steam hauled: Carnforth, Carlisle, 

Farington Junction.

Loco: No. 35018 British India Line, No. 45690  

Leander or No. 45699 Galatea. RTC

SAT 23:  ‘Cathedrals Express’

Scarborough. Lincoln, Ealing Broadway 

and return.

SR Merchant Navy Pacific No. 35018 British India Line passes Lazonby with the Railway Touring Company's 'Great Britain XI' on April 20. DAVID PRICE
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S
TEAM haulage on the UK
main line should not have
ended in August 1968. It most

definitely could and should have
gone years before.
The modernisation of Britain’s

railways with hindsight can
be seen as a haphazard and
mish-mash affair, littered with
fragmented planning, a lack of
joined-up thinking and very
costly mistakes.
It is understandable why a

country left with the enormous
burden of wartime debt would
not, indeed could not, follow
the United States head first into
eliminating steam haulage in
favour of diesel and electric
traction as soon as possible after
the formation of British Railways.
The technology was there – the
LMS outshopped its first main line
diesel in 1947 – but there would
not only be the colossal expense
of building a new national fleet of
locomotives but also the essential
infrastructure to serve them.
The 1955Modernisation Plan,

which was published at the end
of 1954, called for the eradication
of steam asap. Yet what followed
was to a somewhat large extent
an almightly stab in the dark –

outside manufacturers turning out
diesel types which were barely fit
for purpose, some of which – like
the Class 28 Metrovick Co-Bos
lasted only weeks after the end
of BR steam, diesels ordered for
branch line freight when those
self-same branch lines were being
closed and ripped up, regions
doing their own thing – the
Western Region opting for diesel
hydraulics while everyone else
chose diesel electric… in each
case, public money sooner or later
went down the pan.

Cost cutting
The GWR successfully introduced
diesel railcars in the Thirties. Had
BR in its early years expanded the
fleet, howmany branch lines could
have been saved by cutting the cost
of running steam?
As it was, British Railways ended

up making soaring losses, and
then the government appointed
an axeman to curb them. Too
little too late, at least for the rural
communities which ended up
being disenfranchised.
Had a more centralised and

informed approach been taken by
the nationalised railway, steam
would all but certainly have been

phased out much sooner than
it was. That is not to say that a
steamless railway network could
have done more to combat the
rapid rise in car ownership and
the use of cheaper and more
convenient road transport…
On one hand, it seems somewhat

negative to mark the 50th
anniversary of the August 1968
passing of a much-loved form
of traction, largely for nostalgic
and romantic reasons. On the
other hand, the heritage sector
gained much from the ‘belated’
withdrawal of steam.
By 1968, the preservation

movement had garnered
sufficient strength to save selected
locomotives from ending up at a
scrapyard, although numerous
classes had been rendered extinct
by withdrawals in the immediately
preceding years, and talk about
buying closed lines on which
to run them. Had steam been
eradicated, say, in 1963, we in
the sector would all be infinitely
poorer for it, so yes, the fact it
lasted until 1968 is indeed a
cause for great celebration in
our quarter.
However, there is an even greater

cause for jubilation when looking

back at 1968. For on the day of a
national rail strike, June 29, 1968,
the only locomotives running on
(what was still officially) part of
the network were on the Keighley
&Worth Valley Railway, which
ran its legendary reopening special
that day.

Blazing trails
The KWVRwas not the first
heritage railway run by volunteers
– as we know, that accolade went
to the Talyllyn Railway 17 years
before. Neither was it the first
standard gauge heritage line – the
Middleton and Bluebell railways
which both started running
services roughly around the same
time in 1960 compete for that
honour.
However, it was the third

standard gauge heritage line to
open. Not only that, the KWVR
succeeded where so many of our
other heritage lines failed – in that
a local community set-to in order
to save its branch line following
closure by BR and not only
eventually bought and reopened
every inch of it, but actually
extended it (if only by a few feet,
beyond the Oxenhope buffer
stops, to create a longer run-round

While many events will be held this summer to mark the 50th anniversary of the end of
steam, another date might well be considered far more important – for it was six weeks
earlier on June 29, 1968, that the Keighley & Worth Valley Railway launched its first
public services, in doing so giving an unprecedented boost to the revivalist sector, in a
summer in which one door closed and another opened, writes Robin Jones.
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Keighley mayor Alderman James

Waterworth cutting the ribbon prior

to the departure of the reopening

special from the town’s station to 

Oxenhope. KWVR

The first engine to arrive, via a Pickfords low loader, at Haworth 

for the revival of the moribund branch was diminutive

Lancashire & Yorkshire Railway ‘Pug’ 0-4-0ST No. 51218 on

January 7, 1965. Along with sister No. 11243, it had been bought

directly from British Rail in 1964 by the Lancashire & Yorkshire

Railway Saddle Tanks Fund (now the Lancashire & Yorkshire

Railway Trust) and were looked after by the revivalist society’s

Rochdale Group. In those nascent days of the heritage line,

the method of watering was a hosepipe. The mid-1990s saw

it first major overhaul of No. 51218 since 1963, taking place

at Haworth and the East Lancashire Railway, with a return to

steam in late 1997 as BR No. 51218 complete with a replacement

saddle tank. The boiler tubes lasted well beyond the expected 

five years but were eventually condemned in early 2006.

The boiler of No. 51218 needs a 10-year overhaul, which is

scheduled to begin as soon as the rebuild of LYR Class 23

0-6-0ST No. 752 is complete. On static display inside the

exhibition shed at Oxenhope, it is being cosmetically restored

in time for the 50th anniversary event. JAMES HORRELL/KWVR

Left: The Keighley & Worth Valley

Railway reopening special at busy

Oakworth station on June 29, 1968. 

ARTHUR R WILSON

LMS ‘Black Five’ No. 45212 was bought by the KWVR

straight out of BR service, where it headed the last

revenue-earning steam train on August 4, 1968. It

arrived on the line October 1968 and in recent times has

run on the main line, often used by West coast Railways

for its summer ‘Jacobite’ service. However, it will be

back home for the 50th anniversary gala. FRED KERR

loop for bigger locomotives). How
many other heritage lines can
boast that they own every inch of
the original branch that they took
over, and all of it is operational?

At 4¾ miles, the KWVR is by
comparison with much longer
lines such as the Welsh Highland,
West Somerset, North Yorkshire
Moors and Wensleydale railways
very much small beer. Yet it was
saved in its entirely because back
in the early Sixties, locals believed 
it was ‘do-able’.

Compare and contrast that
with the would-be saviours of the
entire Midland & Great Northern
Railway system which closed in
1959. Commendable ambitions,
certainly, but hard reality meant
a vicious editing of dreams and in
the end only the ‘best bit’ in terms
of scenery and commercial tourist
potential was saved, in the form
of the North Norfolk Railway. So
many of our superb heritage lines
today started out with similar
lofty aims, but soon cut them
back to manageable proportions.
How many ever did restore public
services, but settled for a very
different animal indeed, a railway
running at weekends, high days
and holidays for the tourist and
enthusiast fraternity? Virtually all
of them!

The Worth Valley branch closed
to passengers, after years of trying
by BR, on December 30, 1961,
and freight the following June. In
November 1961, the late university
graduate Ralph Povey wrote to
the Bradford Telegraph and Argus
calling for a preservation society
to be formed to save the branch.

The KWVR Preservation Society

was formed as a result of a meeting
in Keighley Temperance Hall on
March 1 called by future MP the
late Bob Cryer. On June 23, 1962,
it organised its first train, a special
from Bradford Forester Square
to Oxenhope and back hauled
by Midland 3F 0-6-0 No. 43586,
which had hauled freight over
the branch.

Backed by much local support,
the would-be revivalists danced
through hoops of fire (and of
course steam) to achieve their aim,
and a full history is outlined in our
new publication Bronte Steam (see
page 73),

At the same time, the revivalists
were laying down a blueprint
for others to follow, not least of
all with respect to the lease and
eventual purchase of the line 
from BR.

The newdawn
The opening day was barely a
month after the British Railways
Board (Keighley and Worth
Valley) Light Railway (Transfer)
Order 1968 had come into force on
May 27, and the volunteers were 
raring to go.

Both ITN and BBC News
turned up for the opening
ceremony, which gained extensive
coverage in the local and
national press.

The rain of the preceding week
had let up, flags and bunting
fluttered, ladies wore their bright
summer outfits and crowds
were everywhere. Smoke, steam, 
loudspeakers, a multitude
of cameras, tape recorders,
policemen, civic dignitaries
and leading society officers, 

unrecognisable in their suits,
white shirts, ties and polished
shoes completed the scene.

By then, steam had become
restricted to the north-west of
England, a rarity in a world
dominated by diesels and electrics,
and while it brought nostalgia
flooding back for many, for the
very young in attendance it was an
exciting novelty.

At the head of the six-coach train
were Ivatt 2-6-2T No. 41241 and
USA 0-6-0T No. 72, both carrying
garish fictitious liveries, looking
every bit as if the pre-Grouping era
had never ended.

At Keighley, speeches were
made, the tape cut, two whistles
blew, and just before 2.35pm, the
two regulators were carefully
opened.

Carving history on every inch
of the way, with every turn of the
steel wheels, the train proceeded
around the curve and tackled the
gradient out of Keighley on its
non-stop run to Oxenhope.

Crowds were seen to be
gathering on every vantage point 
out of the town.

With belching exhaust, the
train passed Great Northern
Junction and then accelerated.
The platforms at Ingrow were
packed with well-wishers waving,
exuberant that while the final
curtain was ready to fall on the
steam era, here was indeed a
jubilant encore.

The special entered the tunnel,
emerging at the far end to run
past the mills and over the river
and allotments into more open
country. Little Damems was 
passed in a flash.

Rounding the curve into
Oakworth, the whistle was
sounded to alert the crowds that
had amassed on the platform. The
train proceeded over the crossing,
past the mill pond, through the
woods and over the viaduct.

The high ground surrounding
Mytholmes Tunnel was also
covered to capacity with
onlookers. The train sped the
tunnel and into the outskirts of
Haworth. It thundered through
the station like an express train,
past the workshops, the yard,
beneath the overbridge and back
out. Beyond the packhorse bridge,
the train slowed for a gentle entry
into similarly crowded Oxenhope
station, where a silver band
struck up with Cliff Richard’s
hit Congratulations, a number 1 
record earlier that year. 

Success!

Children led theway
International fame then awaited
both the KWVR and the concept
of steam railway revivals.

In February 1968, the BBC asked
the KWVR if it could film a new
production of Edith A Nesbit’s
classic The Railway Children on
the as-yet unopened line. ‘Bit their
hands off ’ doesn’t even describe
it. Location filming began on
March 25, and the first episode
was screened on Sunday, May 12, 
at 5.25pm.

The BBC’S 1968 adaption
was placed 96th in the BFI’s
100 Greatest British Television
Programmes poll of 2000.

Its nationwide screening brought
swathes of publicity for the branch,
and when it reopened on June 29,
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The three children on the footplate at the KWVR for the BBC’s 1968 production of 

The Railway Children. BBC

Great Western 5700 0-6-0PT No. 5775 in fictitious Great Northern & Southern 

Railway livery during location filming of the EMI big screen version of The Railway 

Children. The GNoSR lettering also appeared on the side of the line’s locomotives 

in the BBC’s 1968 production. HOWARD MALHAM 

The KWVR’s ‘Big Jim’ USATC S160 2-8-0 No. 5820 at Keighley on May 7. The gala 

week will feature engines from all decades of the line’s history. ALAN WEAVER

no doubt played a significant part 
in drawing the crowds.

Also watching was English 
character actor and screenwriter 
Lionel Jefferies, who was so 
impressed with the BBC series that 
his daughter persuaded him to buy 
the film rights and make his debut 
as a director.

Both the Worth Valley and the 
world of railway preservation 
would never be the same again.

Lionel Jeffries wrote a script for 
the movie version of The Railway 
Children and submitted it to 
Elstree Studios. In the autumn of 
1969, Lionel and producer Bob 
Lynn came to Bronte country to 
inspect the line. 

Again, it was chosen because at 
that time it was the only heritage 
railway that could offer a sizeable 
collection of locomotives and 
rolling stock. Not only that, there 
were a large number that fitted the 
Victorian and Edwardian period.

Filming began in April 6, 1970 
and lasted until June 12. There 
were 15 days of filming at Elstree 
and 39 on location, most of which 

were in the Worth Valley. Jenny 
Agutter reprised her role as 
Roberta (Bobbie) from the 1968 
BBC production, and remains the 
most famous cast member.

The movie was released by EMI 
to British audiences on December 
21, 1970, with a premiere in 
London. Soon afterwards, it was 
screened at the former Ritz cinema 
in Keighley.

The railway was quick to cash in 
on the film’s overnight soaraway 
success. It printed leaflets to be 
given to cinemagoers, outlining all 
of the locations in the film.

The movie was the ninth most 
popular film at the British box 
office in 1971, and recouped its 
cost in this country alone. 

Highly positive critical acclaim 
was widespread and remains so 
to this day. The movie effectively 
‘made’ the KWVR. Visitors 
flocked to the valley to see the 
places in the film for themselves, 
and to lose themselves in its magic. 
Even today, the movie, which is 
regularly repeated on TV, is held to 
account for a significant portion of 

the line’s annual visitor numbers.
All over the country, there were 

enthusiasts and local people alike 
who saw the huge success of the 
Worth Valley revivalists on the big 
screen and who were wondering 
if their closed branch line could 
be revived, and it is impossible to 
calculate how much inspiration 
was drawn from the pioneering 
KWVR through the awesome 
popularity of the film. 

Indeed, its release was a 
landmark moment in the history 
of Britain’s railway heritage: had 
the film never have been made, the 
sector would definitely have been 
so much the poorer. It showed 
everyone what they had lost – as 
Joni Mitchell sang, you don’t know 
what you’ve lost ’til its gone.

Therefore, the whole sector, 
not just the KWVR, has much 
to celebrate at the line’s 50th 
anniversary gala from June 24 to 
July 1 this year. Arguably it is a far 
more worthwhile anniversary to 
commemorate than the end of BR 
main line steam, for it is charged 
with positivity, over every inch of 
that 4¾-mile branch.

Eight-day celebration
Sunday, June 24, has been labelled 
the Members’ Gala Day, when 
all current members of the 
Keighley & Worth Valley Railway 
Preservation Society will get 
free travel on all regular trains 
throughout the day.

It is also the day when the line’s 
icon No. 41241 will be officially 
relaunched into traffic, having 
been out of action for six years 
since its boiler ticket expired. 
Its running-in tests recently 
completed, it will again carry the 
fictitious KWVR maroon livery 
in which it appeared in the 1968 

reopening special. It will be on 
display at Oxenhope station in the 
morning, and in the afternoon will 
haul a train including the line’s 
Pullman cars.

Monday, June 25, until the 
following Wednesday, will see the 
high-profile visit of LMS 4-6-0 
No. 46100 Royal Scot which will 
haul public trains through the 
days. No. 41241 will run on the 
back of the trains in top-and-tail 
mode, with Royal Scot facing the 
Oxenhope end.

Tickets for the Royal Scot trips 
must be booked in advance on 
01535 645214 and will be valid 
for one round trip only. However, 
these advance tickets will also 
allow unlimited travel on our 
other steam train running on the 
same date.

Other public services will be 
hauled by other locomotives 
including long-time resident 
Bulleid West Country light Pacific 
No. 34092 City of Wells, returning 
to the line for the gala from the 
East Lancashire Railway, where it 
is the subject of a public appeal to 
buy it.

Thursday, June 28, is Little 
Engines and Vintage Trains Day, 
reflecting the huge contribution 
made by tank engines to the 
success of the KWVR over the 
past half century. In the early 
days of the heritage line, before 
much bigger locomotives visited 
or took up permanent residents, 
little engines were the mainstay of 
the railway. While GWR 0-6-0PT 
No. 5775 which shot to worldwide 
fame in non-authentic ochre livery 
for the big-screen version of The 
Railway Children is currently non-
operational, the place of the type 
will be taken by sister No. 7714, 
on loan from the Severn Valley 
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Although built in the Crewe workshops of the LMS to H G lvatt’s

design, No. 41241 was one of 100 class members constructed by

British Railways, after the Nationalisation of the railways in 1948

and went new to Bath (Green Park). It subsequently served at

Bristol Barrow Road, Wellington in Shropshire, Leamington Spa,

Bangor, Croes Newydd and Llandudno Junction, before finally

ending its BR days at Skipton.

The engine was purchased by KWVR Preservation Society

members W Hubert Foster and Ron A Worth directly from British

Railways shortly before the closure of Skipton shed. It arrived on

the Worth Valley in March 1967, ownership passing to the railway

early in the Seventies. No. 41241 possibly represents the most

typical branch line engine of all KWVR stock, making it ideal

motive power for the branch.

When the engine arrived on the heritage line it was painted

maroon, reflecting the colour of the company for which the type

was originally designed.

As well as double-heading the reopening special on June 29,

1968, it also represented the KWVR at the 150th anniversary of

the opening of the Stockton and Darlington Railway in Shildon

in 1975. Eventually No. 41241 was repainted in authentic BR lined

black, being the only livery the engine carried while in everyday

service with British Railways.

It was withdrawn from traffic when its 10-year boiler certificate

expired in 1988, and was placed on display in the exhibition shed

at Oxenhope.

An appeal was launched to have it overhauled in time for the

50th anniversary celebrations, and in late 2017, the contract

overhaul of the boiler was completed at the Severn Valley 

Railway.

Railway. It will be seen hauling the
line’s three Metropolitan Railway
coaches which also played a big
part in those early days.

LNER saloon No. 21661, more 
famously known as the Old
Gentleman’s Saloon in The
Railway Children film, will also
be making a rare appearance in
service, as will many of the classic
vehicles owned and restored by
the Vintage Carriages Trust (see
special feature, pages 84-88)
and the Lancashire & Yorkshire
Railway Trust, which is also based
on the line.

Pivotal role
Midland 4F 0-6-0 No. 43924
will also appear. This locomotive
played a pivotal part not only in
the history of the KWVR but that
of the heritage sector in general,
because 50 years ago, it became the
first of 213 steam locomotives to
be saved for preservation from Dai
Woodham’s scrapyard at Barry.

A group of enthusiasts under
the banner of the 4F Society
buying it for £2000 seems
nowadays a straightforward
transaction, but back in those
twilight years of BR steam, there
was a clause which prevented Dai
from reselling any of his scrap
locomotives for other than scrap 
metal.

Captain Peter Manisty, a
leading light in the formation
of the Bluebell Railway, made
an approach on behalf of
the Association of Railway
Preservation Societies (now the
Heritage Railway Association)
to the British Railways Board,
and persuaded it to allow engines
to be resold from scrapyards.
That was indeed a landmark
agreement, and helped ensure 

that steam did not end in 1968.
Towed by a diesel from Barry,
No. 43924 arrived at Keighley on
September 11 that year.

Friday, June 29, will be the big
celebration day, the exact 50th
anniversary of the Reopening
Special. Needless to say, No. 41241
will be at the head of a five-coach
train restaging the great event at
2.35pm and assembled as closely
as possible to the original. Sadly,
USA tank No. 72, which double
headed that train in 1968, has
since been bought by Andy Booth
and is still undergoing its overhaul
at the Ribble Steam Railway, and
will not be available.

Other locomotives from the
line’s history will be in service,
including USATC S160 2-8-0
No. 5820, which arrived in 1977.
There will be a rare visit of a
GBRailfreight Class 66, which will
haul an afternoon passenger train.

Saturday, June 30, will be a
mixed traffic day, reflecting the
fact the KWVR has never been an
exclusive steam-only line. In the
late 1950s even before the railway
was closed, Class 108 DMU were
often seen on the branch. The
railway is also proud to host many
ex shunting locomotives, as well
as prototype D226 and Class 20,
25 and 37 diesels alongside an
impressive collection of steam
locomotives. There will be an
early start with steam running
in the morning and diesels from
late afternoon.

Guest diesels will include the
Deltic Preservation Society’s Class
55 No. 55019 Royal Highland
Fusilier and Class 50 No. 50035 
Ark Royal from the Severn
Valley Railway.

Sunday July 1, will reflect the
main line era after the ‘Fifteen 

Guinea special’ of August 11, 1968,
when modern traction ruled.
Indeed, the KWVR was one of
the first heritage railways to host
a ‘modern traction’ event – which 
then became ‘diesel galas’.

In 1988 the first-ever event
featured Deltics and a WR Class 35

Hymek and Class 52 Western. The
aim of the day is to run types of
locomotives that ran in 1988. The
Deltic will appear again, as will a
Direct Rail Services Class 37 and
a GBRailfreight Class 73. Smaller
shunters such as D226 will haul 
Keighley-Ingrow shuttles.
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TRACK TALK STAR LETTER

Appeal for informationabout

Bedford line in theFifties
AFTER doingmybasic National

ServiceArmy training at Aldershot

Iwas posted to KempstonBarracks,

Bedford, the thenDepot of the

Bedfordshire andHertfordshire

Regiment.Thiswould have

been fromNovember 1953 to

September 1955.

After awhile, I obtained a

permanent passwhichmeant

that I could travel tomyhome in

Twickenham,Middlesexwithout

toomuch fuss. I seem to remember

a Forces ticket cost 10/- return but

whether thatwas to St Pancras or

right back toTwickenham, I am

not sure.

The trainswere semi-fast

stopping at St Albans, Luton (with

the Skefco ball-bearingplant

beingbrightly lit up) andBedford

MidlandRoad, taking about an

hour or so for the journey although

I am sure that once or twice the

trains fromBedford ran nonstop to

St Pancras.

Now Iwasn’tmuch interested in

the locomotives themselves at the

timebut I amnow.

Sowhat engineswould they have

been at that time andhowmany

carriageswould they have hauled?

Andgoing northwherewould

their then terminus havebeen?

KeithHanman,

Whitton,Middlesex.

I HAVE recently returned froma long

holiday, so have just got round to

readingHeritageRailway issue 240. Is

the letter fromChris du Feu for real? I

thought itmight havebeen anApril

Fool’s gag!

For heaven’s sakeChris, get a grip,

surely there aremore important things

toworry about than a locohaving an

incorrect tender on aChristmas card

and jigsawpuzzle (as depicted in

issue 238).

Does it reallymatter if the very

nice Christmas cardwith everything

Christmassy (apart from thebaby

Jesus) is slightlywrong? I knowmany

steam fanswhowould like to receive

this card at Christmas, and also a few

peoplewhowould like to do the jigsaw

puzzle.Who cares about thebogie

or drivingwheels? It’s a very pretty

country stationChristmas card.

Ian Sangster,

Bishopthorpe, York.

Where accuracy
shouldn’t matter

➜Anyonewhocanhelpwith this inquiry is invited to respond to the

HeritageRailwayeditorial addressopposite.

Class306EMU last survivorNo. 306017 returned to service inoriginal green

livery tooperateaSevenKings-Shenfield shuttle serviceaspart of aNetwork

Day sponsoredby IanAllan tomark the launchdayofNetworkSouthEast. This

viewalso shows the carriagewhichwasnotmodifiedwhen the trainswere

converted fromtheDC toACpower supply system.

➜Let’s restoremore
classic coaches
MANY times I have visited Barcelona

not knowing such a gem lay just

45km away. The RailwayMuseum at

Vilanova i la Geltru has such a line-up

of magnificent locomotives. John

Titlow’s report really sums it up.

It is incredible that they have a new

built replica of one of their earliest

locos,Mataro, a 2-2-2, alongwith

three replica coaches from the same

period, the 1850s, this complete

train being steamed and displayed

everymonth during the summer

months.

Nearer to home the Bluebell

Railway recovered three original

Cravens coaches from the same

period plus a luggage van. Once

restored, they would form the oldest

vintage train, but why is it taking so

long?

Heritage Railway highlights many

appeals to fund new build locos from

the 1920-30s period but never any

to restore historic coaches or early

engines which would certainly be

a great attraction. Beamish have

shown it to be popular in the north of

England but the south seems to lag

behind.

DerrickMartin,

Hornchurch, Essex.

➜Forgetabout rebuilding
OkehamptontoTavistock
I must take issue with Gerald Creed’s

letter in issue 241 regarding his desire

to see the Okehampton to Plymouth

line reopened.

We are crying out for more doctors,

nurses, policemen etc and here we are

discussing spendingmany hundreds

of millions on a vanity project.

In this long period of austerity

we need to get our priorities right

and spendwhat money we have on

services that benefit us all, not just a

few. You also have to consider those

people whose lives would be blighted

along the route, including the owners

of the properties built on the trackbed

next to Tavistock station whowould

see their houses demolished.

A short delay“once in abluemoon”

due to exceptionalweather conditions

on theDawlish route cannot justify such

amassive investment of publicmoney.

Fullmarks to SarahWoolastonMP.

RichardMeredith,

Stroud, Gloucestershire

Restore the last 306
to working order
REFERENCE thearticle in issue241

onpage13aboutClass 306s: firstly

theunit number should readNo. 017

not107.

Originally theywereonlyusedas far

asGideaPark,wheremany services

turnedback toLiverpool Streetbefore

extending toShenfield.

A total of 92 three-carunitswere

built, all exceptunitNo. 30 lasteduntil

withdrawal.

No. 30 cameback fromoverhaul at

Wolvertonbutbeingwired thewrong

way roundbymistake, it caught fire

on testpassingSevenKingsandwas

never rebuilt.

Sometimebefore theendof steam

on theGreat Eastern theywere

converted from1500voltsDC to25KV

duringa three-weekperiod.

Thiswasgreat for teenage

enthusiasts as all the local services to

Shenfield reverted to steamhauled

withantiquatedcoaches.

Eventually theydid strayas far

asColchesteronoddoccasions. I

travelledon theseunits formostof

the1960s fromForestGate to theCity

andonward to theWest Endwhere I

worked.

Weoften travelled in theguardsvan

as the trainswere so full, theyworked

in three, six andnine-car formations.

No. 306017was savedbyFirstGreat

Easternand refurbished toaveryhigh

standardandoperatedoncertain

Saturdays in summerwhenFirst held

the franchise.

I haveaphotograph takenat Ilford

before I, alongwithanumberof

friendsup for theday fromSomerset,

hada ride toRomford. I alsohavea

mug that theywere selling for £5.

I read inanearlier editionofHeritage

Railway that this unit hadbeen

abandonedby thenextTOC tohold

theGreat Eastern franchise andgiven

toEastAnglianRailwayMuseum

where it hasbeen languishing for the

past fewyears.

Ownedby theNational Railway

Museum, this is auniqueone-off

unit thatdeservesbeing returned to

runningorder for enthusiasts toenjoy

whenpossibleon specials etc.

I amcertain itwill not cost anywhere

near£4million thathas recentlybeen

spentonacertain steam locomotive

or take10years to complete–wehave

manygreat steam locomotivesbut

onlyoneClass 306.

Iwaitwith interestnow it isbeing

lookedafterundercover in thedry,

where it shouldhavebeenall the time.

Phil Emond,

email
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TRACK TALK

LMS Coronation Pacific No. 46235 City of Birmingham incarcerated in the city’s 

Thinktank Museum, where it has been on display since it was moved from the 

former Birmingham Museum of Science and Industry in 1997. Over the years, its 

custodians have turned down requests for it to be returned to steam. ROBIN JONES

Why can’t City of Birmingham be returned 
to steam?
OVER the many years you have done 

some excellent interviews with the 

management of the National Railway 

Museum but I can never remember an 

interview with the custodians of the 

Duchess No. 46235 City Of Birmingham 

(which is in public ownership), asking 

them why it has to be literally stuffed and 

mounted for ever.

I do remember in your magazine a 

statement being made a few years ago 

that the reason it could not be moved 

was because of asbestos. Okay, if that 

is the case, how come two A4s can be 

moved half way round the planet full of 

asbestos and no one even blinks?

As a child, I travelled behind a Duchess 

to Euston before they were banned and 

it left a lasting impression on a young 

mind. To look at one of these locos 

waiting for the off you have to say it’s a 

beast, exuding power and waiting to 

do what it was designed to, that is haul 

heavy loads at speed up a winding and 

hilly permanent way, on the difficult West 

Coast line – Scotsman no contest. We will 

never know that if a Duchess or Princess 

had been given its head on Stoke Bank 

then history may have told a different 

story.

There seem to be some sort of apathy 

towards some locos. Princess Margaret 

Rose seems to have totally disappeared 

into the never-to-be-heard of again 

category and then there’s the sad saga 

of Princess Elizabeth. These deserve the 

Heritage Railway appeal treatment.

There is a clear and present danger 

that if not this generation, the next 

generation of the guardians of heritage 

rail may come to think that the only 

heritage railway company worth interest 

is the LNER, with Flying Scotsman and 

a locomotive named after a duck. That 

so-called most-famous engine in the 

world had done a lot of good in raising 

the profile of heritage rail but it has come 

at the cost of others just as worthy if not 

more-so – it’s a dangerous obsession 

that not only the public has but also the 

railway press too it seems.

P J Lawrence, email

Bid to preserve main line 
water tower
I was delighted to see the pictures of 

Royal Scot in issue 241, particularly 

the shot on the bottom of page 58 as 

it leaves Holyhead.

For many years, Royal Scot was on 

the Holyhead shed and hauled the 

Holyhead-Euston ‘Irish Mail’. But the 

photo has even more significance; it is 

passing a water tower used to provide 

the head of water to replenish the 

steam trains (having taken water from 

a lake some three miles further along 

the track). I believe that this structure 

should be preserved and am looking 

at getting it listed.

Finally, can I take this opportunity 

to say how much I enjoy the 

magazine and its arrival through the 

letterbox is a real highlight.

Stewart Hayter, email
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Therewasanopportunity for the invitedguests to ride
onKatie’s footplateupanddownashort stretchof track.
This viewshowsMarkSmithers (authorof SirArthur
Heywoodand theFifteen InchGaugeRailway)nearest
the camerawithPeterVanZeller on suchanoccasion.

Fifteen incheswasconsidered tobe theminimumpracticalgauge fora full-sizeasopposed
toaminiature steam locomotive.MarkSmithers recounts the storyof apioneeringengine

of this gauge that barely survived but has now returned to steam.

DEBUTS AT RAVENGLASS
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Aview looking forwardsat theundersideof the left-handofKatie’s chassis.

The ‘bigend’, showing the cylindrical split enclosed

bearingand the counterbalanced flycrank, both

refinements introducedbyHeywoodonMuriel in

1894.

Katie’s rear left-handbrakeblock, rearbrakehangers

andclasp rods.

The left-hand leadingpull-rodof the locomotive’s

brake linkage.

Katie carries two

additionalplateson

the rear inside face

of the left-hand tank

valance. Theuppermost

identifies its owner,

while the lowermost

commemorates thepart

playedbyStationRoad

Steam in theengine’s

reconstruction.

Prior to the return trip toDalegarth,Katie simmers in

the stationatRavenglass.

Katienearing completion in theworkshopsof StationRoadSteamLtdat

MetheringhamonAugust6, 2016.

I
n the 19th century, Sir Arthur Percival
Heywood attempted to gain commercial
acceptance for his functional rather than

miniature 15in gauge railway system by means
of his Duffield Bank Railway in Derbyshire.
By 1875 he had completed his first 15in

gauge locomotive, Effie, an 0-4-0 well tank
with outside cylinders, inside frames, equal
leading and trailing overhangs and a boiler
incorporating a cylindrical firebox (inspired by
18in gauge ‘CreweWorks’ practice). Six years
later he produced his pamphlet, Minimum
Gauge Railways, which accompanied the
appearance of his second locomotive, Ella.

Field railwaysystem
This locomotive continued the ‘equal
overhang’ and cylindrical firebox principles
found on Effie but added further refinements,
substituting side tanks for well tanks (there
was no room for the latter anyway), steam
for hand braking, a valve gear derived from
Brown and Hackworth principles, a
six-coupled outside-framed chassis for the
four-coupled arrangement and a sleeved axle
flexible wheelbase clearly derived from James
Cleminson’s system for carriages and wagons.
By 1881, Heywood had become very

interested in promoting his system to the Royal

Engineers for use as a field railway system
and he would continue to make efforts in this
direction until at least 1903. By 1885, however,
the Royal Engineers had accumulated a varied
collection of 18in-gauge locomotives ranging
from the little ManningWardle 0-4-0ST
Burgoyne (No. 448 of 1873) to 14 0-4-2Ts of five
designs by four manufacturers at its Chatham
sites and Heywood’s efforts in this context
were doomed to failure.
Nonetheless, further modifications were

made to Ella during the years immediately
following its completion, including combined
hand and steam braking (the consequence of a
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Katie’s left-handcrosshead.Note thepiston tail rod,

single slidebar andadjustmentprovision in the

valve rod for settingpurposes.

Thebulkof the rear left-handvalvemotion,

including the swinging link; anchor anddie

block rods; dieblockandslide (JohnWesley

Hackworth-pattern) and the rearof thevalve rod.



The front tubeplatebefore theblastpipewas fitted.

Note the securing rivets.

The internal lockingarrangement forKatie’s

smokeboxdoor consists of the rod-and-bellcrank

mechanism.Unlike the internal hingenowfitted

(which containsan intermediate link), it is likely that

theoriginalwasa slip-hinge.

Katie’sboilerbackhead. Thewatergauge safety

glasses areamodern refinement.

When thedecisionwas first taken to resurrectKatie

inoperational form, aworking steambrakewasnot

envisaged. This resulted in the lackofprovisionof

anunderhungsteamtake-off (‘blow-off flange’) on

the locomotive’sboiler. Itwaseventuallydecided

to fit a steambrake, butunlikeoriginalHeywood

practice, its control valve chestdoesnot incorporate

a steamfeedmanifold for the injectors.Whatappear

tobe ‘clack’ valvesat first sight are thereforea clever

pieceofdeception– theyare in fact theexit points

of the injector steamfeeds fromtheboiler,with the

true ‘clack’ valves locatedoutof sight towards the

smokeboxendof thebarrel. The controlwheels for

the steamfeedsare thegiveaway.

Katie’s left-hand tank top is seenhere.Aswith

theoriginal (andunlike the replicaofUrsula) it is

double-skinned, i.e. it consists of the tankproper

andanexternal valence. The rectangular filler

(inspiredby the surviving fittingonMuriel’s tank)

andboilerwashoutplug (notpresenton theoriginal

locomotiveandnotvisible to the casual observeron

the reconstruction) arealso showntoadvantage.

Left: Thedetails of

the combined screw

and lever reverse

mechanism,with

thehalf-nut catch in

the centre.

Below: The classic

Heywoodspectacle

platewas taking

shapeby the time

thisphotograph

was taken.
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steam tramway accident caused by the failure
of a steam brake); steam sanding (dispensed
with owing to sand fouling the moving parts),
and by 1889, the fitting of what became the
standard Heywood pattern of boiler with
barrel and firebox diameters of 2ft 1in and
1ft 4in respectively, and 57 tubes of 1⅜in
diameter.
In 1894, a third Heywood 15in-gauge

locomotive made its debut,Muriel. This was
eight-coupled and possessed many of the
features found on the improved Ella, but
certain design modifications were made,
including the use of cast iron headstock and
sandbox assemblies, Geoghegan-pattern ‘split
cup’ coupling rod bearings and a redesigned
brake linkage system designed to cope with
the wider lateral movement ofMuriel’s second
and third wheelsets when compared with the
middle wheelset on Ella.
During the late 1870s, Heywood had

had some success in persuading the Leeds
firm of John Fowler & Co, well-known for
its agricultural products for use at home
and overseas, to adopt his constructional
principles and, at the Royal Agricultural
Society’s 1879 Kilburn Show, two Fowler
50cm-gauge locomotives clearly influenced by
Effie were demonstrated.
Heywood approved of their general

constructional principles (including their
cylindrical fireboxes) but not of the fact that
these locomotives had carrying axles, being
of the 2-4-0ST and 0-4-2T configurations.
Nonetheless, he continued with the ‘estate’
route for the promotion of his railway system,

allowing Fowler to build the boiler forMuriel
in 1893 (No. 7006).
Two years later, Heywood was approached

by the Hon Cecil Parker, the agent of the
Duke of Westminster, in connection with
a proposal for a railway linking the latter’s
family seat, Eaton Hall in Cheshire, with
exchange sidings three miles distant on the
GWR’s Chester-Wrexham line. The main
raison d’etre of this railway was to provide
a means of transportation for coal and
building materials necessary in the running
of the estate.

‘Bad press’
The Eaton Railway was opened in 1896 and
consisted of 4½ miles of track including a
¾-mile branch to the estate works. In order
to work the system, a single locomotive was
completed at Heywood’s Duffield Bank
works. It incorporated most of the normal
features associated withMuriel, including a
‘fully adhesive’ wheel arrangement but,
being a simple 0-4-0T, sleeved axles and a
brake linkage adapted to cater for them were
not necessary.
The new locomotive was named Katie after

Katherine, the second wife of the first Duke
of Westminster. The locomotive’s cylinders
measured 4⅝in by 7in, the wheels were 1ft 3in
in diameter, the wheelbase was 3ft, the length
over headstocks was 8ft, the overall width 3ft
10in and the weight in working order 3¼ tons.
Shortly after completion, a series of tests

was undertaken with Katie on the three-mile
‘main line’ between Eaton and Balderton in

which it was proved that the locomotive could
manage a gross load of 14 tonnes at an average
speed of 12mph, and 22.65 tonnes over the
same stretch at an average speed of 8½mph.
By 1898, however, the beginnings of the

‘bad press’ that was to dog Katie throughout
the locomotive’s operational career were in
evidence. In the third edition of Minimum
Gauge Railways, Heywood recorded that
he had retracted his earlier opinion that a
simple four-wheeled locomotive could be
recommended for most minimum gauge
applications and stated that he would not
recommend such a locomotive again, except
for very low speeds and short distances.
Nothing, he thought, but the experiences

that he had had with Katie, could have
impressed on him so forcibly the advantages
of the sleeved axle flexible wheelbase in the
negotiation of curves without flange squeal.
When one considers the successful operation
of the 18in-gauge Manning Wardles of
Woolwich and Chatham, and the mainstream
Quarry Hunslets of North Wales, both with a
wheelbase only 3in greater than that of Katie,
it would appear that the ash ballast in use at
Eaton Hall probably played a major part in the
difficulties that Heywood highlighted.
Nonetheless, Katie’s solo starring role on

the Eaton Railway was to be shortlived – in
1900-2 the engine was returned to Duffield
Bank for repairs, owing to an unspecified
mechanical problem.
During this period,Muriel deputised, no

doubt being used to promote the sleeved axle
system in the process.



Katieposes for admirers in
frontof thenewworkshopat
RavenglassonApril 28, 2018.
Inset:OneofKatie’s
worksplates, suitablyprofiled
tomatch theboiler cladding.
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In 1904 a new locomotive, Shelagh, built on
the six-coupled, sleeved-axle principle, arrived
from Duffield Bank works. This locomotive
incorporated a design modification later
applied to Ella andMuriel (during rebuilds
completed in 1900 and 1911 respectively),
namely the substitution of a linear linkage for
the Hackworth-pattern straight slide and die
block arrangement used in the locomotive’s
valve gear. There was never sufficient space
to incorporate this modification into Katie,
which appears to have been relegated to spare
engine during the 1904-14 period.

In sole charge
In July 1914, two new boilers were ordered
from Abbott of Newark, one for Shelagh and
the other for a second locomotive of the same
design, which had been stored unfinished
at Duffield Bank since at least 1903 and
had probably been originally intended for
use by Heywood at his family seat of Dove
Leys, Staffordshire. With Shelagh’s return to
Duffield Bank, Katie was once again in sole
charge until the arrival of the final Heywood
15in gauge locomotive, Ursula, in the year of
Heywood’s death – 1916.
During that year Katie was sold to the

newly-regauged Ravenglass and Eskdale
Railway, replaced by the rebuilt Shelagh, which
(owing to Westminster family circumstances)
took the locomotive’s name at Eaton Hall.
On the Ravenglass and Eskdale Railway,

the original Katie acquired a reputation for
poor steaming, having to ‘stop and blow up’
at relatively short intervals. One difficulty
may have been inherent in the fact that the
locomotive, unlike Ella, Muriel, and Shelagh/
Katie 2, had never received a rebuild at
Duffield Bank (although cylinders were
reputedly cast for this purpose in 1914).
There was even a proposal at one stage to fit

a conventional locomotive-pattern boiler,
which, if it had been put into effect, would
have required considerable additional
modifications to the locomotive.
In the event, the matter was not proceeded

with and, instead, Katie was sold in 1919 to
Llewelyn’s Miniature Railway, Southport. The
locomotive’s spell on this line did not prove
a success, with its overall width in particular
proving to be a problem. Katie’s sale was
envisaged as early as January 22, 1921 and the
engine was eventually sold in the early weeks
of 1923 to the Barmouth Motor Boat and Ferry
Company for use on the Fairbourne Railway.
After a two-year period of service, during

which the locomotive survived the failure of
a safety valve spring and demolishing a wall
of the locomotive shed at Fairbourne, Katie
was finally withdrawn from service in 1925,
following the arrival on the line of the new
Bassett-Lowke Atlantic No. 32 (later Count
Louis), and dismantled in May 1926, with
the mainframes and wheelsets (latterly at
least without crankpins and webs) adapted
as a wagon-cum-makeshift carriage and the
remainder was scrapped.
This vehicle remained in use, it is thought,

for the balance of the inter-war period after
which the mainframes (by now devoid of
wheelsets) were stored in the open until
they were transferred to the Narrow Gauge
Railway Museum at Tywyn in 1974, passing
to the Eskdale (Cumbria) Trust at Ravenglass
in 1981.
During the 1990s there was something of a

revival of interest in the work of Sir Arthur
Heywood and thoughts turned to recreating
a complete example of at least one of his
locomotive designs. By the spring of 1991, four
rolling chasses of basic Katie-pattern but all-
welded construction, had been completed by
FMB Engineering Ltd in Hampshire.

Four years later, a new locomotive had been
completed utilising one of these chassis and
a boiler that, though of similar pattern to
the original, is somewhat larger in diameter,
having apparently originally been intended
for a replica of one of the Horwich Works
18in-gauge locomotives. Although bearing the
authentic name, this replica also incorporated
other differences from the original, including
a dropped footplate between mainframes, a
re-positioned handbrake column and the lack
of a steam brake.

Heritage group
Having moved to Cheshire in 2004, it now
accompanies the surviving Eaton Railway
four-wheel brakevan and open bogie carriage
(modified by the RHDR) on a reinstated line
at Eaton Hall.
In 1992, a heritage group was formed

at Ravenglass with the initial objective of
recreating Katie as a static museum exhibit
and, by the time of the celebration ofMuriel’s
centenary in 1994, a rolling chassis, without
cylinders and fitted with a mock-up body had
been constructed.
The following year saw two events that

were to be crucial to the Katie project: the
appearance of a new book on the subject,
Sir Arthur Heywood and the Fifteen Inch
Gauge Railway, and the commencement of
construction by James Waterfield of a replica
of Katie’s larger Eaton-based sister Ursula (the
original of which, along with Katie 2, had been
cut up at Balderton in September 1942).
By 1996, the year in which the embryonic

Ursula appeared at the Eaton Railway
Centenary Exhibition in Chester, thoughts
had turned to recreating a working Katie at
Ravenglass, although with major sources of
funding not available, the Heritage Group (by
then a ‘friends’ organisation for the museum)



By way of comparison withKatie, James Waterfield’s

replica ofUrsula (first steamed in May 1999) was also

present at Metheringham on August 6, 2016.Ursula 

is now based on a private line in Lincolnshire.

Katie’s cast firebox backhead, with the firehole door 

(upper) and damper (lower).

The leading headstock assembly.

Unlike the original arrangement, 

functioning sandboxes have

not been adopted on the 

reconstruction.

Two replica Heywood items from James Waterfield’s

collection, his four-wheeled brakevan (of mixed

Duffield Bank and Eaton Railway inspiration) and

companion carriage forEffiewere also on display. Sue Whitehouse unveilsKatie’snameplate.
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resorted to innovative methods of fundraising,
including a sponsored push of the rolling
chassis and selling replica gunmetal Katie
nameplates courtesy of the NRM, which
loaned an original from Katie 2.

The necessary certification for construction
being obtained, it was decided to order a new
boiler (to be built alongside Ursula’s) from
Sam Ward of Sheffield and both boilers were
completed in 1998. Unlike the original, both
have 52 tubes of 1¼in diameter, have a single
(as opposed to two) ring construction, and
have welded rather than ‘opened-out’ integral 
rear flanges for the barrel and firebox.

Four longitudinal stays from backhead
to front tubeplate were added, in addition
to stays cross-linking the upper part of the
rear tubeplate to the rear of the dome (to
counteract the differential expansion of the
upper and lower parts of the rear tubeplate).
Ursula made its public debut in steam on

the Bure Valley Railway in late May 1999,
but Katie’s revival was to be rather more
protracted. By the summer of 2005, the Ward
boiler had been fitted to the mainframes and
later, a set of cylinders was cast using wooden
patterns manufactured by James Waterfield
(sadly these were later to be destroyed in the
fire at Ravenglass in 2013, thereby precluding
their use in any future project to recreate Ella,
for which they would otherwise have been
very useful).

Following the fire, it was decided to have
Katie completed by Station Road Steam Ltd
of Metheringham, Lincolnshire, and the
locomotive featured, at its relevant states
of completion, during the open days at 

Metheringham on August 9, 2014 and August 
6, 2016, along with a working Ursula and
replica Eaton Railway bogie brakevan.

Work on the locomotive at Metheringham 
was completed by February 7, 2017 and
on June 14 a completed Katie returned
to Ravenglass to take its place in the new
museum, where it was normally to be
displayed. Its operational debut on the RER
had to wait, however, until tests could be
completed and the reconstructed locomotive
first moved under its own steam at Ravenglass
on February 6, 2018.

During the best part of the succeeding
three months, Katie underwent further
testing, including running to the remote end
of the line at Dalegarth, amassing 60 miles 
of running.

Emotional occasion
On April 28, the reconstructed Katie made
its debut in front of an invited audience
of people who had, in one way or another,
sponsored the project, on what proved to be a
very emotional occasion. Despite the fact that
some compromises have been made in the
reconstruction, largely for operational reasons,
the locomotive proved to be an instant hit with
those present.

After a few hours in which it posed in
front of the new workshop at Ravenglass
and in which many of those present had the
opportunity to take some of the engine’s
controls during runs on a short section
of track, a rededication ceremony was
undertaken, incorporating an opening speech
by Peter Van Zeller and a nameplate unveiling

by Sue Whitehouse, daughter of the late
Graham Vincent, whose photographs of Katie
2 and Ursula during scrapping were to prove
so crucial to the success of at least two of the
Heywood replica projects.

Following the ceremony, Katie and two
open carriages, loaded with some of the
day’s visitors, made the return journey from
Ravenglass to Dalegarth, sadly in atrocious
weather conditions, but it was an important
and historic occasion, nonetheless.

It is anticipated that in the future, Katie will
spend most of its time in the museum, but
the engine will see some use out on the track,
particularly in connection with forthcoming
‘Driver for a Fiver’ sessions.

The resurrection of much of Heywood’s
equipment has been one of railway
preservation’s ‘new build’ and ‘extensive
restoration’ successes and in consequence, we
now have replicas of Effie (the latest completed
by James Waterfield during the recent winter), 
Katie and Ursula, along with restored and
replicated rolling stock such as four-wheel
tool, general purpose, dynamometer and brake
vans, a bogie brakevan and bogie closed and
dining carriages, in addition to the equipment
at Eaton Hall.
Ella and Muriel remain the main outstanding

items and utilisation of any surviving usable
components (mostly to be found incorporated
into the RER’s Shelagh of Eskdale and River Irt
respectively) would raise serious ethical issues.

Nevertheless, if replication of these units
from scratch proved to be the only feasible
solution, then past achievements show it to be 
eminently feasible. 

Katie’s classic

Roscoe-pattern

displacement

lubricator.

Katiewith replica Heywood stock at rest outside the 

workshop following the ceremony.



Most of Katie’s right-hand valve motion, emphasising 

the proximity of the reversing rod to the die block 

slide. The reversing rod has to be ‘cranked’ to avoid 

fouling the latter item when running in a forward 

direction. Unlike the four other ‘mature’ Heywood 

locomotives, Katie could never have had its die 

block slide replaced by a linear linkage, as there was 

insufficient space for this to be effected.

Unlike the other four ‘mature’ Heywood locomotives, 

Katie’s steam brake cylinder is attached to the rear 

face of the central stretcher. Its primary piston 

rod makes a trailing connection with a crosshead 

attached to two secondary piston rods (shown here),

which pass forwards through the central stretcher

to connect with the pull-rods. This arrangement

achieves an optimum lateral ‘spread’ of the braking

loads.

Despite the terrible weather conditions, a photographic run-past was staged at Miteside Loop on the outward 

journey. Once Katie and its train of two open carriages reached Dalegarth, many of the passengers switched to 

covered accommodation (hauled by Whillan Beck) for the return trip.
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Targets and totems: you thought itwas all over
IFYOU thought the recent

debate about the curious tale of

hyphenated andnon-

hyphenated Southern

Railway target andBR

Southern Region totem

station signs had run its

course in this column,

turn awaynow. For it hasn’t.

When I started thedebate a

fewmonths back, concerning the

signs atGreatstone-on-Sea in Kent

following the sale for £2400of

one such sign, I hadno ideawhat

was to follow. It proved tobe a

fascinating tale, withTimClarke,

one of the country’s leading experts

on the subject, joining inwith some

amusing facts and illustrations

of the inconsistent style usedby

the SR andBR.To sum it up, he said:

“Hyphens on targets – the answer is

a lemon I’mafraid.”

NowTimhas been in touchwith

a further example. It centres on

thenorth-east Kent station of

Westgate-on-Sea, on the London

Victoria toMargate linewhich

opened inApril 1871 and is still

open today.

In itswisdom, using all the

experience it hadgainedwith

its seemingly carefree attitude

to geographical correctness, the

Southern Railway

decided the target

signs at the station

would be simply

Westgate. Enter BR

after 1948, and totems

were the correctWestgate-on-Sea.

So far so good.

But astonishingly, at least one

totemhas emerged thus:Westgate

on-Sea.“I don’t knowhowmany

of each therewere,”saidTim.“It is

possible that the odd variantwith

a single hyphenwas just a one-off.

Very unusual.”

So that’s put this debate to bed.

Or has it?
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It’s Great Western to the
fore, but Essex gets a look-in
AMAJORGWRcollectionmaybe set to

take centre stage atGWRailwayana’s

July 14 auction, as reported in last

month’sHeritageRailway, but other

companies and locationswill alsobe

adding theirweight.

Theheadline items from the

collection arenameplatesCounty

ofOxford, StMawesCastle, Fringford

Manor andRunterHall (Nos. 1023,

5018, 7814 and7919 respectively),

withCharlesDickens fromBritannia

No. 70033 flying theStandard flag.

A sixthnameplate – theonlymain

line steamplatenot from the collection

– isQuentinDurward, fromGWR

Saint classNo. 2979 thatwasbuilt at

Swindon inApril 1905 as a 4-4-2named

Magnet, renamedafter the1823Sir

Walter Scott novel inMarch1907, and

rebuilt as a 4-6-0 inAugust 1912. Itwas

withdrawnbyBR fromNewport Ebbw

Junction (86A) in January 1951 after an

operational life of 46 years.

Another nameplate in the auction

is Sir RalphVerney from1922-built

MetropolitanRailwayBo-Boelectric

No. 3, this beingoneof the

alloyplates that replaced theoriginal

brass versions in 1953,while there is

also the smokeboxnumberplate from

GWRNo. 1013CountyofDorset.

Unknown survivor
Thoughts then turn to the fair county

of Essex, fromwhere three itemswill be

goingunder SimonTurner’s hammer,

ledby a totemsign fromWestcliff on

Sea.Thegranddaughter of a station

employeewhoobtained the sign in the

mid-1950shasplaced it in the auction,

and the totem is apreviously unknown

survivor from this LondonTilbury&

Southend line station.

Twomiles fromWestcliff is Leigh-on-

Sea station, and thiswas the locationof

ahigh-profile ceremonyon January 4,

1934, that is recordedon theother

twoEssex items.Theoccasionwas the

openingof the town’s newstation

half amile to thewest of theoriginal

built in 1855. AmongVIPswho

attendedwere LMSchairmanSir Josiah

StampandCounHerbert Frith,mayor

of Southend.

The first item is a large

inscribed silver key –presumably

representing a key to the

station– thatwaspresented

to themayorby Sir Josiah, and

the seconda ticketmounted

in a silver frame thatwas also

presented to themayor.This

ticketwasnumbered001,

andallowedCounFrith and

his party to travel first class

from thenewstation to

Southend, presumably after

the ceremony.

On the subject of free travel, four

passes issuedbyColonelHolman

Stephens to LondonElectric Railway

senior officerWEMandelickwill beon

offer. All numbered21, they cover four

of Stephens’light railways –Weston

Clevedon&Portishead, Shropshire&

Montgomeryshire, Kent&East Sussex,

andEast Kent.

Quite howoftenMrMwouldhave

wanted to travel on anyof these four

railwaysone canonly guess, but

maybe thegoodColonel

reckoned that his

generositywouldbe

reciprocatedbyan

extremely useful

pass for the London

Underground.And

still in the landof

freebies, there is a BR

goldpass andLondonTransport

silver pass both issued to JDGalletly,

chief surgeonof theBRboard.

Charity donation
Thedistantpastwill be recalledby a

LondonChatham&Dover Railway

handlamp thatGWRailwayana’s

SimonTurner estimatesdates from the

mid-19th century (the companywas

founded in 1859), aGWRWidows’

andOrphans’Benevolent Fundcharity

box andaMidlandandGreatNorthern

Joint Railway clockwith the location

‘SuttonBridge Junctionbox’legible

on thedial.TheM&GNJRwas theonly

railway company to identify their actual

locationon its clocks.

Leaping forward tomore recent

times, a 1952Creweworksplate from

BritanniaNo. 70034 ThomasHardy

will feature, this Pacific havingentered

traffic inDecember that year, being

withdrawn fromCarlisle Kingmoor

(12A) inMay1967.The auction, at

PershoreHighSchool, starts at 10am.

Click here

for internet

slide show
UKandEuropean railwayscenesboth

ancientandmodernwere thedominant

force ina telephoneand internet

railwayanaandphotographsauction

heldbyJustaclickago inearlyMay.

All six top realisationswereachieved

byslidecollections, andwere ledat£850

notby locomotivesbutacollectionof

380mainly signallingand linesidesigns

fromthe1950sonwards, followedat

£750 for175slidesof1970s’European

steamand£690 fora selectionof

modernUKtraction.

Nextupatat£650came1000slides

ofEuropeanmodern traction, aprice

equalled for88viewsof circa1969UK

industrial steam,while265slidesof

mostlyBRandLondonTransport steam

in themid-1960swent for£550.Prices

excludebuyer’spremiumof15%.
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ANearlyUndergroundsign

andanEdwardianposter

are set tobeamongthe

front runnersataTransport

AuctionsofLondonsale in

CroydononJuly1.The former

directspassengerswitha

pointing finger typicalof the

era to theEastLondonand

UndergroundRailways, and is

believedtohavebeen located

atWhitechapel station,possibly

from1884whentheDistrict

Railwaystationopenedthere.

Theposterdates from

1904andwasproducedby

ThomasCooktopromote

thecompany’suniformed

interpreters thatwereavailable

tomeetSouthEastern&

ChathamRailwaypassengersat

DoverandFolkestone.

The400-lotauctionwill

includeotherLondon

Underground,main line railway,

andbusandtramitems, such

asenamel signsandmaps. It is

beingheldat theCroydonPark

Hotel andstarts at11am.

IT MAYhavebeen the irst steam

locomotive to have recorded

100mph, itmay not have been, but

therewas absolutely nodoubt that

GWRNo. 3440City of Trurowas

the star of aDreweatts’sale of live

steammodels and railwayana at

Donnington Priory, Newbury, on

April 25.

A 7¼in gaugemodel of the

famed4-4-0went under the

hammer for £40,000, a tad

over double that of its nearest

competitor, a 10¼in gauge

No. 6100Royal Scot thatwent

for £19,000.TheGWRmodel

was built byDavidAitken and

was formerly part of the Pete

Waterman collection,while the

LMS runner-upwas built from

Bassett-Lowke castings.

Twoother five-figure realisations

were £15,000 for a 7¼in gauge

LNWR4-4-0No. 2663George

the Fifthbuilt in 1912 also from

Bassett-Lowke castings and rebuilt

30 years agobyMr R Fenwick, and

£11,000 for Stephenson’sRocket,

built byGWick& SonofOxford

also in 7¼in gauge.

Running thismodel closewas

5in gaugeGWRBulldog 4-4-0

No. 3433 (£9000), followedby two

further 5in gaugemodels, of GWR

4-4-0No. 7Armstrong (£7000) and

Metropolitan Railway 4-4-0TNo. 27

(£6500). Prices excludebuyer’s

premiumof 24% (+VAT).

Nodoubting the success of
City of Truro this time round

Victorian survivors head the
ticket queue in central London
ARAILWAYticket issuedinthefirsthalfof

QueenVictoria’s reignrealised£1150ata

PaddingtonTicketAuctions’sale incentral

LondononApril21. Theticket, featured

inHeritageRailway issue240,was issued

bytheHampsteadJunctionRailway inthe

early1860sforasecondclasssinglefrom

KensalGreentoActon.

Stayinginthecapital,aNorthLondon

Railway2ndclasssinglefromBowto

VictoriaPark, issuedinApril1867,went

for£640.

TheIsleofWightcamenext inthe

realisationstakes,withfivepre-Grouping

tickets fromavarietyof the island’s

railwayssellingasasingle lot for£620,

andanIoWRailway1dplatformticket for

RydeStJohn’sRoadissuedinApril1919

for£580.

Another1dplatformticket, issuedby

theColneValleyRailwayinMarch1921for

HalsteadstationinEssex, fetched£540.

Pricesexcludebuyer’spremiumof12%.

PaddingtonTicketAuctions’Chris

Dickersonsaid:“Thesalewasan

outstandingsuccess,oneofthebestsince

westarted27yearsago.Priceswerehigh,

andwecontinuetobuildonoursuccess.”

Sign of the times points
the way to Croydon

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. eritagerailway.co.uk 83

AGAUGEoneelectricmodelofUnion

PacificBigBoyclassNo.4005will

dominate ineverysenseaVectismodel

trainsaleonJune15.Oneofa limited

productionof fourmadebySamhongsa

ofSouthKorea for theAmerican

retailerRow&Co, themodelof the

articulated4-8-8-4 is4ft1in longand

describedbyMikeDelaneyofVectisas

“mightily impressive.”

The25membersof theBigBoyclass

werebuilt forUnionPacificat theAlco

works inSchenectady,NewYorkstate,

in twostages in1941and1944.They

weighed558tons,hadatractiveeffort

of135,375lb ft, andwerecapableof

pulling8000-tonfreight trainsatupto

60mph, their regularworkingsbeing

over theWasatchMountainsbetween

WyomingandUtahwhichrise tonearly

12,000ft.TheywereallwithdrawnbyJuly

1959,andeightarepreserved, including

Big model of a big
loco set to make
a big impression

No.4005atForneyTransportation

Museum,Denver,Colorado.

Anothergaugeonemodel in the

auction isofGNRStirlingsingle4-2-2

No.1,madeasa livesteamlimited

editionbyAsterof Japan,whileanother

livesteamlimitededition,a3ingauge

No.70000

Britanniaproduced

bySilverCrestofBraunston,

Northants,will alsobegoingunder

thehammer.Thesale,at theVectis

saleroominThornaby,Stockton-on-Tees,

startsat10.30am.

Meanwhile,HornbyO-gaugeswept

theboard inaVectismodel trainsaleat

ThornabyonApril20byachievingall

four four-figure realisations,headedby

£3800foranArgentineexportmodelof

SRSchoolsclassNo.900Eton.

This4-4-0was followedbyatrioof

non-locomotivemodels, ledbyasignal

gantrycomprising foursignals that

went for£2100,morethanfour times its

middleestimate.Nextupwasaboxof

countrysideaccessories includingfences,

gatesandtrees (£1100), andaSouthern

Railwayrefrigeratorvan (£1000).

TheHornbyO-gauge/SRcombination

continuedbelowthe£1kmark,whenan

electricmodelofL1class4-4-0No.1759

went for£750.Pricesexcludebuyer’s

premiumof25%(incVAT).

BY GEOFF COURTNEY RAILWAYANA

ASweclosed forpress, the

numberof followersonour

facebook.com/heritagerailwaypage

hadpassed the330,500mark.

That’s farmore thananyother

railwayenthusiast site thatweknow

about, anywhere in theworld–and

thenumber increases rapidlyby the

day!Over recentweeks,wehaveadded

more likes toourpages than someof

our competitorshaveovermanyyears.

Letusseeyourpictures,hearyour

newsandtell theworldaboutyour

upcomingevents. Likeus today!



L&Y0-6-0No. 957headsa trainof threeVCTcarriagesout
ofKeighley; twoMetropolitanRailway ‘Dreadnoughts’
and theSR ‘Matchboard’BrakeThird.BRIAN SHARPE

that owns and operates a rather
special museum at Ingrow in the

Worth Valley near Keighley. Its collection
currently comprises 13 items of rolling stock;
nine carriages, three small industrial steam
locomotives and one railbus. As a museum, it
claims to have one outstanding and possibly
unique feature in that all the vehicles have
wheels and can roll on standard gauge track.
There are no static exhibits in the collection.
Two locomotives and one carriage are off site
on long-term loan arrangements with other
heritage railways and, as VCT chairman
Trevor England says, “in this way they can be
seen by a greater number of people, it helps to
keep the vehicles maintained and at the same
time it promotes the name and purposes of
the VCT”.

Origins
The founding spirits of the trust based in
Yorkshire came, perversely enough, from
Lancashire. Back in the early 1960s, Tony
Cox purchased the only remaining survivor,
No. 957, of a batch of 50 steam locomotives
built in 1887 by Manchester engineers Beyer
Peacock for the Lancashire & Yorkshire
Railway. At about the same time he also
acquired a carriage of wooden construction
built in 1876 for the Manchester, Sheffield &
Lincolnshire Railway.
By the middle of 1962, BR had given

notice of its intention to close the Worth
Valley branch. This stimulated a group of
enthusiasts to form the Keighley & Worth

at
year. Tony Cox was elected its secretary,
and the society lost no time in commencing
negotiations with BR to purchase the line.
Then began five years of exhaustive legal
wrangling, at the end of which it became the
first successful party to complete a purchase
of a former BR line.
With the end of steam in sight and the

Beeching ‘axe’ slashing the national network,
it became obvious to preservationists that a
lot of history was destined for the scrapyards.
In particular, there were some people who
perceptively identified that this would be a
last opportunity to save some of the surviving
carriages of wooden construction from that
fate, and that a place was needed where such
vehicles could be both stored and restored.
Then, in 1965, Robin Higgins became

another of those purposeful people who
took the initiative to save two ageing
six-wheeled carriages from BR. These were
an 1886-built Midland Railway Composite
and an 1888-built GNR Brake Third. Robin,
already a member of the Lancashire &
Yorkshire Railway Trust, took both vehicles
to Haworth, where the L&Y Trust had earlier
established an operational base. Such a
choice was perhaps not surprising because
Haworth was also the place where the Worth
Valley Carriage & Wagon and Locomotive
departments were located.
With these preservation initiatives

going on, meetings between like-minded
enthusiasts were frequent. Haworth was a
natural forum for the exchange of opinions,

plans and new ideas. It was one of these ideas
which, in 1965, led to the formation of the
Vintage Carriages Trust. The first chairman
would be Tony Cox and the trust would begin
life at Haworth. The initial objective was
to specialise in the restoration of wooden
and composite carriages so that they could
run again on the railway to which they had
ready access. A few years later, in about 1970,
they then relocated to Oxenhope, the line’s
southern terminus.

Move to Ingrow
By 1989 the VCT had been able to negotiate
a move to a much superior site at Ingrow.
This was on land with existing access to
the KWVR – an excellent site in itself but
with space enough to build a museum. The
trustees sought and successfully obtained
funding for its construction. The building
was completed two years later and the
trustees decided to call this The Museum
of Rail Travel. So with the VCT having its
entire collection on wheels whether in the
museum, on loan or on the railway, the
inspirational intentions of the first trustees to
create a museum on the move, have been both
achieved and sustained.

Newworkshop
In 1995 they embarked on the next phase, the
construction of a restoration workshop as an
extension to the museum structure. The new
workshop would be built as an extension to
the museum but internally partitioned from it
while retaining access to the railway.

The collection and the
achievements of the Vintage
Carriages Trust are explored
by Rodney Towers on a visit to
Ingrow as host the Keighley &
Worth Valley Railway celebrates
its 50th anniversary in style.

Museumon the
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Secondclass – leather seating for children,butler

andnannies.

Tri-composite carriage restoredasGCRNo. 176 inGCR livery.

Third class –wooden seating for cooks,maidsand

otherhouseholdmembers.

MRNo.358asa stores vanprior to joining theVCT

collection. KWVR

First class – luxurious formill owner,wife andpets.

Inset right:Oil potlampsuspended fromroof chimney.

Arrival conditionatHaworth1965as LNERstores

van.VCT ARCHIVES

RobinHiggins, pastVCTchairman,workingon the

carriagebody.

VICTORIANCARRIAGES
FOURVEHICLES

1 Manchester,Sheffield&Lincolnshire
RailwayNo.103; fourwheeledTri-composite
Carriage

This has to be the jewel in the crown of
the present collection. This four-wheeled
Victorian carriage was built in 1876 for the
Manchester, Sheffield & Lincolnshire Railway
as No.103 but ended its days 85 years later as
an undignified stores van at Retford. It was
Tony Cox who stepped in and purchased
the vehicle from BR in 1961. It was brought
to the VCT base at Haworth in 1965 and
became the first vehicle entrusted to its care
and collection.
In 1897 the MSLR became part of the Great

Central Railway and it was a VCT decision
to restore the vehicle to that of its time as
GCR No. 176. Sufficient funding for external
restoration was made available from the VCT
and this work was completed by 1980, with
internal restoration completed during 1985.
This carriage can now be used for filming

and will participate in occasional events on
the railway. However, as it is the oldest vehicle
in the collection, it is normally on display in
the museum.
Its most recent run in preservation was

in March 2015 to commemorate the 50th
anniversary of its arrival on the KWVR. On
that occasion, it formed part of a two-carriage
train, together with the Chatham carriage and
hauled by the 1890-built Manning Wardle

0-4-0ST Sir Berkeley, both of which were also
taken into the collection in 1965.
Three noteworthy features of this carriage

are the five-compartment design, the interior
lighting and the livery. The carriage has five
compartments, one first class, one second
class, two third class and a separate one
for the luggage. The whole design concept
speaks pointedly to us today about social class
distinctions of the time. The mill owner
would have been able to hire the whole
vehicle for the exclusive use of his family and
household retinue.
While peering into these compartments do

look up at the carriage ceilings. This was the
time when oil potlamps were lit at dusk and
dropped into roof chimneys by a lamp boy
who had to climb and walk on the carriage
roofs. The brass bases are all stampedM S & L
although only one original fitting survives.
The external structure carries the superbly

distinguished livery of dark chocolate and
cream with gold letters and linings that the
GCR adopted during the Edwardian period.
While such a livery looks magnificent when
clean, one has to conclude that it was probably
a nightmare to maintain in the sooty railway
environment of the time.

2 MidlandRailwayNo.358six-wheeled
Composite
This carriage was built in Derby in 1886
and survived for 82 years until 1968 when it
was withdrawn as a stores van in Liverpool.
Purchased from BR for a nominal amount,
the vehicle was moved to Haworth and taken

THE VCT COLLECTION

into the VCT collection. This type of carriage
would have almost certainly been operating
on the Worth Valley Railway after the line
was absorbed into the Midland Railway.
With limitations in VCT funding and

workshop space, restoration plans have been
on hold for a long time. However, in 2016
the trust was finally in a position to start the
restoration of MR No. 358, the second-oldest
carriage in its collection. Work is in progress
but it remains in its early stages.
The restoration of MR No. 358 is one of two

major projects now in progress at Ingrow and
there is an ambitious target to complete this
work by 2020. However, funding remains
an issue as ever. A recent estimate for the
interior upholstery work alone was in excess
of £25,000, the kind of sum which, if it should
arrive as a legacy payment, would be hugely
welcomed, well-directed and usefully-gifted.
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Left: GNR double-headed ‘Flying Scotsman’. OS NOCK

GNR No. 2856’s teak exterior restoration. VCT ARCHIVES

GNR No. 2856 at Ingrow. VCT ARCHIVES

Top inset: GNR No. 589, acquired 1966. VCT ARCHIVES

Rebuilding GNR No. 2856. VCT ARCHIVES

Above: Guard’s ducket.

3 Great Northern Railway No. 589
six-wheeled Brake Third
This six-wheeled carriage was built in
Doncaster 1888 for the Great Northern
Railway; the lone survivor of a batch of
12 built at Doncaster to this design. It was
condemned while at York for repair in 1966.
Robin Higgins saved the vehicle by acquiring
it. BR followed up by delivering the carriage to
Keighley by service trains.

This carriage comprised four full-width
third class compartments and a guard’s
compartment at one end with the innovation
of duckets fitted either side so the guard could
view both signals and the length of the train.

It is interesting to record that the original
number of the carriage was only discovered
after various fittings had been removed
during its restoration.

Pictures from 1895 show GNR Stirling
express locomotives hauling GNR six-wheeled

carriages of similar design to No. 589. During
both the 1888 and 1895 Races to the North, the
East Coast trains were reportedly made up of
between five and nine six-wheeled carriages.
This poses the question of whether No. 589 was
in either of these pictures and, furthermore,
could it have taken part in any of the Races to
the North?

4  Great Northern Railway No. 2856 Brake 
Composite Lavatory
Built in a batch of 36 at Doncaster in 1898, 
this design incorporated older technical 
features such as a composite steel and wood 
underframe of greater length carried on 
two four-wheel bogies and Mansell wheels 
with teak block centres to reduce noise. 
Gas lighting was retained in this vehicle, 
in contrast to other railways, which were 
switching to electricity by this time. Newer 
features were the on-board lavatory with 

access from both first class compartments; 
improved, upholstered seating in third class 
and exterior teak panelling to a new style. 
This carriage remained in passenger service 
for 50 years before its conversion to a riding 
van to travel from Parsons, Heaton with 
out-of-gauge fabrications. The conversion 
was savage, with access cut through all 
compartments and seating set along the 
carriage-side. After 21 years it was withdrawn 
on Tyneside for scrapping. By good fortune, 
the Newcastle Coach Group made a successful 
intervention, acquired the vehicle and it 
arranged open storage for it at Heaton. 

After two years it was moved to the North 
Yorkshire Moors Railway, where it remained 
in deteriorating condition until 1995, when 
the VCT negotiated to bring it into its 
collection for worthy restoration. Having been 
saved from extinction once, the same fate 
nearly overtook it again at Ingrow when the 
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GNRNo.2856 fully restoredondisplay in themuseum. Inset above: Hand-paintedGNR insignia.

GNRNo.2856 first class.

RecoveredGNRmap.

GNRNo.2856’s fully rebuilt guard’s compartment.GNRNo.2856Mansellwheelwith teakblock centre.

MetropolitanRailwayBrakeThirdNo. 427.

vehicle suffered an arson attack just before
a planned move into the new restoration
workshop in 1996.
The fire destroyed the guard’s compartment

and a lot of original fittings but, after a
post-arson damage assessment, and despite
the additional work and cost that would
be involved, the VCT decided to meet the
challenge and launch into the rebuild. This
was the first major project undertaken
to benefit from the new workshop. One
unexpected and positive discovery was that
while the fire had burned the top surface of
interior panelling, the front of the first class
lavatory door revealed several layers of GNR
network maps. Conservationists were then
able to recover an early edition, of which no
other copies remained.
Full restoration to its present condition has

taken place in two phases over 10 years and
at a cost of some £100,000. In addition to the
appeal fund itself, major contributions of
£20,000 were received from the PRISM* Fund
to finish the exterior structure and £20,000
from the Heritage Lottery Fund to complete
the interior.
In 2004 this carriage emerged on to the

railway looking as good as it probably ever
had done in GNR service. It was an occasion
of great pride when the VCT was nominated
winner of the 2004 Heritage Railway Carriage
&Wagon Award.
Indeed it was a wonderful outcome for the

many volunteers who had participated and
particularly for the vision, determination and
perseverance of the trustees.

5 TheMetropolitanRailway
‘Dreadnoughts’:No.427BrakeThird
(built 1910),No.465Third (built 1919) and
No.509First (built 1923).
When the Metropolitan and the Great
Central railways agreed to link up using
Marylebone as their London terminus,
the Metropolitan was shamed into
doing something about its carriage stock
which it realised were far inferior to the
GCR carriages.
Hence it launched into a new design it

called ‘Dreadnought’ after the fashion of
the day. A total of 100 of these suburban
carriages was built between 1910 and 1923.
New features included distinctive eyebrows
over the doors, the installation of gas lighting
and communication cords.

The three preserved vehicles were initially
loaned to the KWVR by David Kitton. After
several successful years of running on the
line, the VCT went on to negotiate their
purchase in 1974.
The carriages, which are representative of

the whole ‘Dreadnought’ building period,
have formed an important part of the
collection ever since.
Since their acquisition by VCT, these

vehicles have often been used on the KWVR
as ‘the vintage train’, able to carry several
hundred passengers on special occasions.
They have also been used in many films,

perhaps the best known being The Railway
Children, in which, painted red and
primrose, they formed one of the trains being
waved at by the children.
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1958 German-built Railbus E79962.

Other items
There is one other wooden-bodied carriage 
in the collection, a Southern Railway 
‘Matchboard’ Brake Third, built in 1924 
and one of only two surviving. It came into 
the VCT collection in 1973, from the same 
source and at the same time as the three 
Metropolitan ‘Dreadnoughts’. Its distinctive 
vertical wood panelling below the waistrail 
ensures its place in the history of railway 
carriage construction, and it featured in 
the Granada TV Sherlock Holmes series, as 
well as some 18 other productions. Another 
Southern Region carriage, Bulleid No. 1469, 
with timber roof, is a 1950s example of steel 
cladding over timber frames and will be out 
on loan to the nearby Embsay Railway for the 
2018 season. 

Also off site are Haydock Foundry 0-6-0WT 
Bellerophon, built in 1874, on loan to the 
Foxfield Railway in Staffordshire and Manning 
Wardle 0-4-0ST Sir Berkeley, built in 1890, to 
the Middleton Railway, Leeds. The smallest 
steam locomotive, Hudswell Clarke 0-4-0ST 
Lord Mayor, is usually on display at the 
museum entrance.

6. Major Projects
There have been numerous major projects 
successfully undertaken since the VCT was 
established in 1965, and not surprisingly it  
has two in progress currently. One is MR 
No. 358, the Victorian six-wheeler mentioned 
earlier and the other is the German-built  
four-wheeled railbus E79962, which was 
originally purchased by KWVR from BR in 
1966 for £180. Interestingly, this railbus still 
retains its original Buessing diesel engine. 

However, by 2014 the railbus had been out of 
action for 25 years, which led VCT chairman 
Trevor England to publicly announce: “We 
are delighted to have been able to conclude 
negotiations to acquire 79962 and overhaul 
it to original condition. It will provide an 
interesting comparison with 79964, which has 
had a number of modifications in both BR and 
KWVR service and we look forward to the 
day when both vehicles will be able to operate 
together.” It is hoped that this project will be 
completed within the next few years.    

The volunteers
All charitable organisations depend on 
volunteers who, while they give their time 
freely and enthusiastically, do so because 
they enjoy the work, they can further hobby 
interests and share a sense of togetherness 
with like-minded people. The VCT has a 
core of 40 working volunteers, plus another 
15 who have special workshop skills such as 
general engineering, mechanical experience, 
electrical knowledge, pipework, woodwork, 
and painting. Trevor England explains 
further: “Of course some of us are self-taught, 
and learn skills in the workshop but one of the 
things we like to do is to train each other so 
that we can back each other up and this helps 
to sustain the future also.”   

7. Sources of revenue
Filming
By far the most glamorous sources of income 
comes from the use of the VCT’s period 
carriages. The Victorian vehicles do often 
feature but it is the three Metropolitan 
‘Deadnoughts’ that are most frequently in 
demand by film producers. Reasons for 
this are that these carriages make up an 
excellent three-coach train and realistically 
bridge the Edwardian and First World War 

periods when rail was still the normal mode 
of distance travel. However, it has been 
two film productions in particular that 
have highlighted both the suitability of the 
collection and the practicality of the location 
for film production. These films were The 
Railway Children (1970) and, more recently, 
Swallows and Amazons (2015). The carriages 
in the VCT collection have featured in more 
than 80 different film and TV productions. 

Membership, donations and grants
Despite the glamour and publicity it creates, 
income from filming is irregular, spasmodic 
and although welcome when it happens, 
has only represented a small contribution to 
revenues over the years. 

It is membership subscriptions and 
donations that have proved by far the biggest, 
most consistent and important element of 
trust income. Other important contributions 
come from museum admission charges, shop 
sales and grants. In respect of grants, as the 
achievements of the VCT, through the work 
of its members, have grown in recognition 
over its 50-year existence, so too has the 
interest and support from national and 
regional authorities and organisations, which 
have included:

■ Museums and Galleries Commission
■ PRISM* Fund
■ Heritage Lottery Fund
■ English Tourist Board
■ Yorkshire Museum Council
■ Keighley Single Regeneration Budget
* Preservation and Restoration of Industrial and Scientific 

Materials

  
Donations
For any readers who feel inspired to make 
a donation in respect and recognition of 
the amazing restoration work achieved by 
the Vintage Carriages Trust during the last 
50 years, details can be found through the 
link http://www.vintagecarriagestrust.org/
Donations.htm
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BRIAN SHARPE’S FULL LISTING OF OPERATIONAL LINES AND MUSEUMVENUES

SOUTH EAST
Amberley Museum & 
Heritage Centre
2ft gauge, ¼ mile.  

Arundel, West Sussex.

Tel: 01798 831370.

Running: Thur-Sun.

Bluebell Railway
Standard gauge, 11 miles, footplate 

experience, wine and dine. 

Sheffield Park, East Sussex TN22 2QL.

Tel: 01825 720800.

Engines: 263, 178, 323, 592, 65, 847, 30541, 

73082.

Running: Daily

Bursledon Light Railway
2ft gauge, ¼ mile.  

Bursledon Brickworks Museum

Swanwick Lane, Swanwick, Hants.

SO31 7HB.

Running: Jun 24.

East Kent Railway
Standard gauge, two miles, 

Shepherdswell, Dover.

Tel: 01304 832042.

Running: Suns.

Eastleigh Lakeside Railway
10¼in gauge, 1¼ miles,

footplate experience.

Running: W/Es + sch hols.

Hastings Miniature Railway
10¼in gauge, 600 yards,

Rock-a-Nore Road, Hastings, East Sussex.

Running: W/Es + sch hols.

Hayling Seaside Railway
2ft gauge, one mile.

Hayling Island, Hants.

Running: W/Es, Weds + sch hols

Hollycombe Steam in the 
Country
2ft gauge, ¼ mile.

Iron Hill, Liphook, Hampshire, GU30 7LP.

Tel: 01428 724900

Running: Suns.

Isle of Wight Steam Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.

Havenstreet, Isle of Wight.

Tel: 01983 882204.

Engines: 8, 11, 24, 41298, 41313.

Running: Sun-Thurs + Jun 30.

Kempton Steam Railway
2ft gauge, ½ mile, Hanworth.

Tel: 01932 765328.

Running: Suns.

Kent & East Sussex Railway
Standard gauge, 10½ miles,

footplate experience, wine and dine.

Tenterden, Kent. Tel: 01580 765155.

Engines: 32670, WD300, 1638.

Running: W/Es, Tues-Thurs.

Lavender Line
Standard gauge, one mile, footplate

experience, wine and dine. Isfield,

East Sussex. Tel: 01825 750515.

Running: Suns.

Mid Hants Railway
Standard gauge, 10 miles, footplate

experience, wine and dine.

Alresford, Hants SO24 9JG.

Tel: 01962 733810.

Engines: 45379, 92212, 41312, 76017, 925.

Running: W/Es, Tues-Thurs.

Romney, Hythe & Dymchurch
Railway
1ft 3in gauge, 13½ miles, footplate

experience. New Romney, Kent.

Tel: 01797 362353.

Running: Daily.

Royal Victoria Railway
10¼in gauge, one mile.

Netley, Southampton.

Tel: 02380 456246.

Running: W/Es + sch hols.

Sittingbourne & Kemsley
Railway
2ft 6in gauge, 1¾ miles.

Sittingbourne, Kent.

Tel: 01795 424899.

Running: Suns.

Spa Valley Railway
Standard gauge, five miles, footplate

experience. Tunbridge Wells, Kent.

Tel: 01892 537715. Engine: 52322.

Running: W/Es + Thurs.

SOUTH WEST
Avon Valley Railway
Standard gauge, three miles, footplate

experience, wine and dine.

Bitton, Bristol.

Tel: 0117 932 7296.

Running: W/Es + Weds.

Beer Heights Light Railway
7¼in gauge. Off A3052, Beer, Devon.

Tel . 01297 21542

Running: Daily.

Bodmin & Wenford Railway
Standard gauge, 6½ miles, footplate

experience, wine and dine.

Bodmin, Cornwall.

Tel: 01208 73666.

Engines: 4612, 6435, 4247, 30587.

Running: Daily.

Dartmoor Railway
Standard gauge, seven miles.

Okehampton, Devon.

Tel: 01837 55164.

Running: W/Es.

Dartmouth Steam Railway
Standard gauge, seven miles,

wine and dine. Paignton, Devon.

Tel: 01803 555872.

Engines: 7827, 75014, 4277.

Running: Daily.

Devon Railway Centre
2ft gauge, ½ mile. Bickleigh, Devon.

Tel: 01884 855671.

Running: Tues - Sun.

East Somerset Railway
Standard gauge, two miles. Cranmore,

Somerset. Tel: 01749 880417.

Engine: 46447.

Running: W/Es + Weds.

The information in this list was correct at the time of going to press. We strongly advise that you confirm 
details with the railway concerned.

Gartell Light Railway
2ft gauge, ½mile. Common Lane, Yenston, 

Templecombe, Somerset 

BA8 0NB. Tel. 01963 370752  

www.newglr.weebly.com

Running: Jun 24.

Helston Railway
Standard gauge. Helston, Cornwall.

Tel: 07875 481380.

Running: Thurs, Suns.

Launceston Steam Railway
2ft gauge, 2 miles. Launceston, Cornwall.

Tel: 01566 775665.

Running: Sun - Tues.

Lynton & Barnstaple Railway
2ft gauge, one mile. Woody Bay,  

north Devon. Tel: 01598 763487.  

Engine: 762.

Running: Daily.

Moors Valley Railway
7¼in gauge, one mile.  

Ringwood, Hants.

Tel: 01425 471415.

Running: W/Es + sch hols.

Plym Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 1½ miles.  

Marsh Mills, Plymouth.

Running: Suns.

Seaton Tramway
3ft gauge, three miles. Harbour Road, 

Seaton, Devon. Tel: 01297 20375.

Running: Daily.

Somerset & Dorset Railway
Standard gauge, ½mile,  

Midsomer Norton station, Silver Street 

BA3 2EY.

Tel: 01761 411221 (Sun, Mon).

Open Sun, Mon.

Running: Jun 16, 17.

South Devon Railway
Standard gauge, seven miles, footplate 

experience, wine and dine. Buckfastleigh, 

Devon. Tel: 01364 644370.  

Engines: 6412, 5542, L92.

Running: Daily.

UP & RUNNING

GWR 2-6-2T No. 5526 has been hired by the Chinnor & Princes Risborough Railway from the South Devon Railway for the 2018 season. It passes Bledlow with a photo 

charter on April 21. ROBERT FALCONER
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Swanage Railway
Standard gauge, six miles, footplate

experience, wine and dine.

Swanage, Dorset. Tel: 01929 425800.

Engines: 30120, 31806, 34053, 34072, 

80104.

Running: Daily.

Swindon & Cricklade Railway
Standard gauge, three miles,  

footplate experience.

Blunsdon, Wiltshire.

Tel: 01793 771615.

Running: W/Es.

West Somerset Railway
Standard gauge, 20 miles,

footplate experience, wine and dine. 

Minehead, Somerset TA24 5BG.

Tel: 01643 704996.

Engines: 7822, 44422, 53808, 6960.  

Running: Daily.

EAST ANGLIA
Bressingham SteamMuseum
Narrow gauge, one mile. Diss, Norfolk.

Tel: 01379 686900. Engine: 662.

Running: Daily. Steam Wed-Sun.

Bure Valley Railway
1ft 3in gauge, nine miles, footplate

experience.

Aylsham, Norfolk. Tel: 01263 733858.

Running: Daily.

Colne Valley Railway
Standard gauge, one mile,

footplate experience, wine and dine.

Castle Hedingham, Essex.

Tel: 01787 461174.

Running: W/Es.

East Anglian Railway
Museum
Standard gauge, ¼ mile. Wakes Colne, 

Essex. Tel: 01206 242524.

Open: Daily. Running: Jun 17.

Mangapps Railway
Standard gauge, one mile.

near Burnham-on-Crouch, Essex.

Tel: 01621 784898.

Running: W/Es.

Mid-Norfolk Railway
Standard gauge, 11½ miles, footplate 

experience. Dereham, Norfolk.

Tel: 01362 690633. Engine: 9466.

Running: W/Es, Weds + Jun 15, 22.

Mid-Suffolk Light Railway
Standard gauge, ½ mile.

Brockford, Suffolk. Tel: 01449 766899.

Running: Suns + Jun 9.

Nene Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 7½ miles,

footplate experience. Wansford,

Peterborough, Cambs.

Tel: 01780 784444. Engines: 5619, 34081.

Running: W/Es + Weds.

North Norfolk Railway
Standard gauge, 5½ miles, footplate 

experience.

Sheringham, Norfolk

NR26 8RA. Tel: 01263 820800.

Engines: 564, 8572, 92203, 76084.

Running: Daily.

Wells &Walsingham Railway
7¼in gauge, four miles.

Wells-next-the-Sea, Norfolk.

Tel: 01328 711630. Running: Daily.

Whitwell & ReephamRailway
Standard gauge, ¼ mile.

Reepham, Norfolk. Tel: 01603 871694.

Running: W/Es, steam first Sun.

Re-creating the changeover years of steam and diesel in colleries across the country during the 1970s and 80s, Class 14

diesel-hydraulic 0-6-0 D9531Ernest,masquerading as 2100/253, an ex -NCB engine in this livery, and Hunslet Austerity  

0-6-0STWimblebury stand in the colliery at Foxfield during an EMRPS photo charter on May 14.MARTYN TATTAM

HOME COUNTIES
Buckinghamshire Railway
Centre
Standard gauge, ¼ mile, footplate

experience. Quainton Road, Bucks.

Tel: 01296 655720.

Engine: 30585.

Open: Sun - Wed.

Running: Suns + Jun 2, 30.

Chinnor & Princes
Risborough Railway
Standard gauge, 3½ miles.

Chinnor, Oxon.

Tel: 01844 353535. Engine: 5526.

Running: Suns.

Cholsey &Wallingford
Railway
Standard gauge, 2½ miles.  

Wallingford, Oxon.

Tel: 01491 835067.

Running: Jun 17.

Didcot Railway Centre
Standard gauge, footplate experience. 

Didcot, Oxon.

Tel: 01235 817200.

Engines: 93, 4144.

Open: Daily.

Running: W/Es.

Epping Ongar Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.

Ongar, Essex.

Tel: 01277 365200. Engine: Met 1.

Running: W/Es + Jun 1, 8.

Leighton Buzzard Railway
2ft gauge, 2¾ miles.

Leighton Buzzard, Beds.

Tel: 01525 373888.

Running: W/Es + Jun 13.

MIDLANDS
Amerton Railway
2ft gauge, one mile.

Stowe-by-Chartley, Staffs.

Tel: 01785 850965.

Running: W/Es + sch hols.

Apedale Valley Railway
2ft gauge, ½ mile. Apedale,

Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs.

Tel: 0845 094 1953.

Running: W/Es.

BarrowHill Roundhouse
Standard gauge, ¼ mile. Chesterfield, 

Derbyshire. Tel: 01246 472450.

Open: W/Es.

Battlefield Line Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.

Shackerstone, Leics.

Tel: 01827 880754

Running: W/Es.

Chasewater Railway
Standard gauge, two miles. Walsall,

West Midlands. Tel: 01543 452623.

Running: W/Es except Jun 9, 10.

Churnet Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 5¼ miles, footplate 

experience, wine and dine.

Cheddleton, Staffs.

Tel: 01538 750755. Engine: 6046.

Running: W/Es + Weds.

Dean Forest Railway
Standard gauge, 4¼ miles, footplate 

experience, wine and dine.

Norchard, Lydney, Glos.

Tel: 01594 845840. Engines: 5541, 41312.

Running: W/Es, Weds + Jun 15.

Ecclesbourne Valley Railway
Standard gauge, eight miles.

Wirksworth, Derbyshire.

Tel: 01629 823076.

Running: W/Es, Tues, Thurs.

EveshamVale Railway
1ft 3in gauge, 1¼ miles.

A46 north of Evesham, Worcs.

Tel: 01386 422282.

Running: W/Es.

Foxfield Railway
Standard gauge, 5½ miles.

Blythe Bridge, Staffs.

Running: Suns.

Gloucestershire
Warwickshire Railway
Standard gauge, 15 miles, footplate 

experience. Toddington, Glos.

Tel: 01242 621405.

Engines: 2807, 4270, 35006, 7903.

Running: W/Es + Tues-Thurs.

Great Central Railway
Standard gauge, eight miles.

Loughborough, Leics LE11 1RW.

Tel: 01509 632323. Engines: 48624, 46521, 

92214, 78018, 47406, 70013, 73156.

Running: W/Es, Weds + Jun 15.

Great Central Railway
Nottingham
Standard gauge, four miles.

Ruddington, Notts.

Tel: 0115 940 570. Engine: 8274.

Running: W/Es.

Midland Railway – Butterley
Standard gauge, 3½ miles,

footplate experience, wine and dine.

Ripley, Derbyshire.

Tel: 01773 570140.

Engine: 68067.

Running: W/Es.

Northampton &
Lamport Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.

Pitsford, Northants.

Tel: 01604 820327.

Running: Suns.

Peak Rail
Standard gauge, four miles.

Matlock, Derbyshire.

Tel: 01629 580381.

Running: W/Es, Tues, Weds.

Perrygrove Railway
1ft 3in gauge. B4228, Coleford,  

Gloucestershire.

Tel: 01594 834991.

Running: W/Es, Tues, Thurs.

Rocks by Rail
Standard gauge, ¼ mile.

Cottesmore, Rutland.

Open: Sun, Tues, Thurs.

Running: Jun 17, 24.

Rudyard Lake Railway
10¼in gauge, 1½ miles. 

Leek, Staffs.

Tel: 01995 672280.

Running: Fri - Sun.

Rushden Transport Museum
Standard gauge, ¼ mile.

Open: W/Es. Running: Jun 17, 23.

Severn Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 16 miles,

footplate experience.

Kidderminster, Worcs DY10 1QR.

Tel: 01562 757900.

Engines: 1501, 2857, 43106, 1450, 34027, 

7802, 813, 7714.

Running: Daily.

Sherwood Forest Railway
1ft 3in gauge, ¼ mile.

Edwinstowe, Nottinghamshire.

Running: Daily.

UP & RUNNING
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Class 04 0-6-0 diesel shunters D2205 and D2294, together with Class 03 No. 03113, work brakevan shuttles past Class 01 and 02 0-4-0 diesels D2854 and D2953 outside 

the Heritage Shunters Trust depot at Rowsley North on May 12. BRIAN SHARPE

UP & RUNNING

Steeple Grange Light Railway
1ft 6in gauge, ½ mile,

footplate experience.

Wirksworth, Derbyshire.

Running: Suns.

Telford Steam Railway
Standard gauge, one mile, footplate

experience. Telford, Shropshire.

Email: sec@telfordsteamrailway.co.uk

Tel: 01952 503880.

Running: Suns.

NORTH WEST
East Lancashire Railway
Standard gauge, 12 miles, footplate 

experience. Bury, Lancs.

Tel: 01617 647790.

Engine: 34092, 6990, 5199.

Running: Wed - Sun.

Eden Valley Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.

Warcop, off A66, Cumbria CA16 6PR

01768 342309.

www.evr-cumbria.org.uk

Running: Suns.

Heaton Park Tramway
Standard gauge, ½ mile. Manchester.

Running: Suns pm.

Isle of Man Steam Railway
3ft 6in gauge, 15½ miles.

Douglas, Isle of Man.

Tel: 01624 662525.

Running: Daily.

Lakeside & Haverthwaite 
Railway
Standard gauge, 3½ miles.

near Ulverston, Cumbria.

Tel: 01539 531594. Engine: 42073.

Running: Daily.

Ravenglass & Eskdale Railway
1ft 3in gauge, seven miles.

Ravenglass, Cumbria.  

Tel: 01229 717171.

Running: Daily.

Ribble Steam Railway
Standard gauge, one mile.

Preston, Lancs. Tel: 01772 728800.

Running: W/Es.

Stainmore Railway
Standard gauge, ½ mile.

Kirkby Stephen East Station,

Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria CA17 4LA.  

Open: W/Es.

Running: Jun 16, 17.

West Lancashire Light
Railway
2ft gauge. Hesketh Bank, Lancs.

Tel: 01772 815881.

Running: Suns.

NORTH EAST
Aln Valley Railway
Standard gauge, ½ mile.

Lionheart station, Alnwick, 

Northumberland.

Running: Suns.

Appleby Frodingham Railway
Preservation Society
Standard gauge, 15 miles.

British Steel Steelworks, Scunthorpe.

Tel: 01652 657053.

Running: Jun 2, 9, 16, 30.

Bowes Railway
Standard gauge, one mile.

Springwell, Tyne & Wear.

Tel: 01914 161847. Open: Thur-Sat. 

Running: Jun 3.

Cleethorpes Coast
Light Railway
1ft 3in gauge, two miles.

Cleethorpes, North East Lincolnshire.

Tel: 01472 604657.

Running: Daily.

Derwent Valley Railway
Standard gauge, ½ mile. Murton Park, 

Layerthorpe, York.

Tel: 01904 489966.

Running: Suns.

Elsecar Railway
Standard gauge, one mile.  

Footplate experience.

Elsecar, South Yorks.

Tel: 01226 746746. Open: Daily.

Running: Jun 17, 24.

Embsay & Bolton Abbey 
Steam Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.

Embsay, North Yorks.

Engine: 5643. Running: W/Es + Tues.

Keighley & Worth Valley
Railway
Standard gauge, five miles, footplate 

experience, wine and dine.

Keighley, West Yorks BD22 8NJ.

Tel: 01535 645214.

Engines: 43924, 1054, 5820, 75078, 85, 

46100, 41241, 7714, 34092.

Running: Daily.

Kirklees Light Railway
1ft 3in gauge, four miles. Huddersfield, 

West Yorks.

Tel: 01484 865727.

Running: W/Es.

Lincolnshire Coast  
Light Railway
2ft gauge, ½ mile.

Water Leisure Park, Walls Lane, Skegness, 

Lincolnshire.

Running: Jun 9.

Lincolnshire Wolds Railway
Standard gauge, 1½ miles.

Ludborough, Lincolnshire.

Tel: 01507 363881.

Running: Jun 17, 24.

Middleton Railway
Standard gauge, 1½ miles.  

Hunslet, Leeds.

Tel: 0113 271 0320.

Engine: 1310.

Running: W/Es.

North Tyneside Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.  

North Shields. 

Tel: 0191 200 7106

Running: Suns.

North Yorkshire Moors
Railway
Standard gauge, 18 miles, wine and dine. 

Grosmont, North Yorks.

Tel: 01751 472508.

Engines: 76079, 80136, 1264, 926, 5428.

Running: Daily.

South Tynedale Railway
2ft gauge, 3½ miles. Alston, Cumbria.

Tel: 01434 382828/381696.

Running: W/Es, Tues, Thurs.

Tanfield Railway
Standard gauge, three miles.

near Gateshead, Tyne and Wear.

Tel: 01913 887545.

Running: Suns + Jun 16.

Weardale Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.

Stanhope, Bishop Auckland, Co Durham.

Tel: 01388 526203.

Running: W/Es.

Wensleydale Railway
Standard gauge, 22 miles.

Leeming Bar, North Yorkshire.

Tel: 0845 450 5474.

Running: W/Es, Tues, Weds.

WALES
Bala Lake Railway
2ft gauge, 4½ miles.

Llanuwchllyn, Gwynedd.

Tel: 01678 540666.

Running: W/Es, Tues-Thurs + Jun 18.

Barry Tourist Railway
Standard gauge, two miles. Barry Island, 

Glamorgan. Tel: 01446 748816.

Running: Jun 9, 10.

Brecon Mountain Railway
2ft gauge, 3½ miles.

Merthyr Tydfil, Glamorgan.  

Tel: 01685 722988.

Running: Sat - Thur.
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Beamish

County Durham. The Living Museum of 

the North. Open: Daily.

Col Stephens Railway Museum

Tenterden Station, Kent. Open: W/Es. 

Tel: 01580 765155.

Conwy Valley Railway Museum

Betws-y-Coed, Conwy. Open: Daily. 

Tel: 01690 710568.

Crewe Heritage Centre

Vernon Way, Crewe. Open: W/Es + B/H. 

Tel: 01270 212130.

Head of Steam

North Road Station, Darlington.

Open: Tues-Sun. Tel: 01325 460532.

Museum Of Scottish Railways
Bo’ness. Open: Daily from Mar 24.

Tel: 01506 825855.

Irchester Narrow Gauge
Railway Museum
Near Wellingborough, Northants.

Open: Suns. Tel: 01604 675368.

Kidderminster Railway Museum
Kidderminster, Worcs. Open: SVR

operating days. Tel: 01562 825316.

Locomotion: The National
Railway Museum, Shildon
Co Durham. Open: Daily.

Tel: 01388 777999.

London Transport Museum
Covent Garden Piazza.

Open: Daily.

Tel: 0207 379 6344.

Manchester Museum of Science 
& Industry
Castlefield, Manchester.

Open: Daily. Tel: 0161 832 2244.

National Railway Museum
Leeman Road, York. Open: Daily.

Tel: 01904 621261.

Penrhyn Castle Industrial
Railway Museum
Bangor, Gwynedd. Open: Daily.

Rail Story
Ingrow, West Yorks. Open: Daily.  

Tel: 01535 680425.

Shillingstone Station
Shillingstone, Dorset. Open: Sat, Sun and

Wed. Tel: 01258 860696.

Somerset & Dorset Railway Trust
Washford, Somerset. Open: Weekends.

Tel: 01984 640869.

STEAM – Museum of the GWR

Swindon, Wilts. Open: Daily.

Tel: 01793 466646.

St Albans South Signalbox &
Museum

St Albans City station. Tel: 01727 863131.

Ulster Folk & Transport Museum

Cultra, Co Down. Open: Tues-Sun.

West Cumberland Railway
Museum

St Bees, Cumbria. Open: Monthly,

dates as per Facebook entry or email 

petergrooke@btinternet.com

Yeovil Railway Centre

Yeovil Junction, Somerset. 

Railway Museums

A new locomotive shed has been built at Leeming Bar on the Wensleydale Railway. On hire for the summer is Hudswell, 

Clarke 0-6-0T Samuel Fox & Co No. 20 (1731 of 1942).MAURICE BURNS

Cambrian Heritage Railways
Standard gauge, ¾ mile.

Llynclys station & Oswestry station 

(museum open Tues-Sun).

Tel: 01691 728131.

Running: W/Es (Lynclys). Suns 

(Oswestry).

Corris Railway
2ft 3in gauge, ¾ mile.

Corris, Machynlleth.

Tel: 01654 761303.

Running: Suns + Jun 2, 30.

Fairbourne Railway
12¼in gauge, two miles. Fairbourne, 

Gwynedd. Tel: 01341 250362.

Running: W/Es, Tues-Thurs.

Ffestiniog Railway
2ft gauge, 15 miles, Porthmadog, 

Gwynedd. Tel: 01766 516000.

Running: Daily.

Gwili Railway
Standard gauge, 2½ miles.

Bronwydd Arms, Carmarthenshire.

Tel: 01267 238213.

Running: Wed, Fri - Sun.

Llanberis Lake Railway
2ft gauge, three miles. Llanberis,

Gwynedd. Tel: 01286 870549.

Running: Daily.

Llangollen Railway
Standard gauge, 10 miles, footplate 

experience, wine and dine.

Llangollen, Denbighshire.

Tel: 01978 860979.

Engines: 6430, 80072, 45337, 3802.

Running: Daily.

Pontypool & Blaenavon 
Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.

Blaenavon, Torfaen.

Tel: 01495 792263.

Running: W/Es.

Rhyl Miniature Railway
1ft 3in gauge. Rhyl, North Wales.

Running: Fri - Sun.

Snowdon Mountain Railway
800mm gauge, 4½ miles.  

Llanberis, Gwynedd.

Tel: 01286 870223.

Running: Daily.

Talyllyn Railway
2ft 3in gauge, 7½ miles, footplate

experience. Tywyn, Gwynedd.

Tel: 01654 710472.

Running: Daily.

UP & RUNNING

Bo’ness & Kinneil Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.  

Bo’ness, West Lothian.

Engine: 5643

Tel: 01506 822298.

Running: W/Es, Tues + Jun 22.

Caledonian Railway
Standard gauge, four miles.

Brechin, Angus.

Tel: 01356 622992.

Running: Suns.

Invergarry & Fort Augustus
Railway
Standard gauge, ¼ mile. Invergarry 

station,

South Laggan PH34 4EA.

Running: June 3.

Keith & Dufftown Railway
Standard gauge, 11 miles.

Dufftown, Banffshire.

Running: Fri - Sun.

Leadhills & Wanlockhead 
Railway
2ft gauge, one mile.

Leadhills, South Lanarkshire.

Tel: 0141 556 1061.

Running: W/Es.

Royal Deeside Railway
Standard gauge, one mile.

Milton of Crathes, Kincardineshire.

Running: W/Es.

Ayrshire Railway Centre
Standard gauge, ½mile.

Dunaskin, Dalmellington Road (A713), 

Waterside, Ayrshire.

Running: Suns from Jun 24.

Strathspey Railway
Standard gauge, 10 miles. Aviemore, 

Inverness-shire.

Tel: 01479 810725.

Engines: 828, 46512.

Running: Wed - Sun.

IRELAND
Cavan & Leitrim Railway
Narrow gauge, ½ mile. Dromod, County 

Leitrim. Tel: 00353 71 9638599.

Open: Sat-Mon.

Downpatrick & County Down 
Railway
Standard gauge, four miles.

Downpatrick, County Down.

Running: Jun 16, 17.

Giant’s Causeway & Bushmills 
Railway
Narrow gauge, two miles.

Bushmills, County Antrim.

Tel: 0282 073 2844.

Running: TBA.

Waterford & Suir Valley 
Railway
Narrow gauge, two miles.

Kilmeadan, County Waterford.

Running: Daily.

West Clare Railway
Narrow gauge. Moyasta Junction,  

Co Clare. Open: Daily.

Teifi Valley Railway
2ft gauge, ½ mile. Henllan, Ceredigion 

SA44 5TD.

Tel: 01559 371077. Running: TBA.

Vale of Rheidol Railway
2ft gauge, 11¾ miles.

Aberystwyth, Ceredigion.

Tel: 01970 625819. Engines, 8, 9.

Running: Daily.

Welsh Highland Heritage 
Railway
2ft gauge, one mile.

Porthmadog, Gwynedd.

Tel: 01766 513402.

Running: W/Es, Tues - Thurs.

Welsh Highland Railway
2ft gauge, 26 miles.

Caernarfon, Gwynedd.

Tel: 01766 516000.

Running: Daily except Jun 8, 15, 22.

Welshpool & Llanfair Light 
Railway
2ft 6in gauge, eight miles.

Llanfair Caereinion, Mid-Wales.

Tel: 01938 810441. Engines: 822, 823.

Running: W/Es + Tues -Thurs.

SCOTLAND
Almond Valley Railway
2ft 6in gauge, ¼ mile. Livingston,

West Lothian.

Tel: 01506 414957.

Running: W/Es + sch hols.

The information in this list was correct at the time of going to press. We strongly advise that you confirm 
details with the railway concerned.
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STAY A WHILE

ALLERSTON is situated on the edge 

of the North York Moors National Park 

and Dalby Forest, just 12 miles from 

the coast with the attractive market 

town of Pickering, home of the North 

Yorkshire Moors Railway, just five 

miles away.

The carriages, all ex BR Mk.2 First 

Class Corridor stock, were built 

in Derby during 1968-9. Having 

undergone a comprehensive 

conversion, they are exceptionally well 

equipped for your self catering holiday.

Each carriage has central heating, 

oven, hob, microwave and fridge, 

(freezer available in ‘Staff Tool 

Van’); TV, DVD and radio; bath with 

shower attachment.

The carriages stand in train formation 

but are not interconnected.

You are able to book a self-contained 

carriage providing kitchen/diner, 

lounge, two or three bedrooms and 

bathroom/wc.

All bed linen and towels are provided. 

Clothes washing and drying facilities 

are available in the ‘Staff Tool Van’. Cots 

and high chairs can be provided on 

request, at no extra charge.

There are two acres of grounds 

providing space for children to play 

and each carriage has a picnic table 

and barbecues are available.

If advice or information is required, 

the proprietors are on hand in the 

station house.

The 16-mile Forge Valley Line was 

opened by the North Eastern Railway 

Co on May 1, 1882. The last passenger 

train on the line ran on June 3, 1950.

The Old Station
This unique accommodation provides an excellent base from which 

to explore North Yorkshire’s countryside, coast and attractions.

The Old Station, Allerston, Pickering, North Yorkshire, YO18 7PG                    01723 859024 www.theoldstationallerston.co.uk

CUMBRIA ISLE OF WIGHT

MID SUFFOLK

FFESTINIOG/WHR

CORNWALL KENT & EAST SUSSEX
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STAY A WHILE

NORTHUMBERLAND

WEST SOMERSET

WEST SOMERSET

SCOTLAND

WORTH VALLEY

NORTH YORK MOORSNORTH NORFOLK

To advertise please contact 
Andrew on 01507 529310



104 Heritagerailway.co.uk 

EXPRESS GOODS
Contact Andrew Bruce on 01507 529310 • abruce@mortons.co.ukCLASSIFIED

GIFTS

ACCOMMODATION

BOOKS

BOOKS

BUILDINGS

DVD
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KEY■ Major or featured galas ■ Diesel and/or electric galas ■ Thomas or family event

LMS Ivatt 2MT2-6-2TNo. 41241 speedsdownhill towardsHaworthduring running-in trals on therKeighley&worthValleyRailwayonMay14.BEN COLLIER

Summertime and some big galas
THERE is plenty to interest the

enthusiast in the early part of the

summer season. The Epping Ongar

Railway will be staging its steam gala

starring visiting USATC S160 2-8-0

No. 5197 and the Statfold Barn Railway

will be holding one of its occasional

open days which will be the traditional

multi-engine narrow gauge spectacular.

The Tanfield Railway’s Legends of 

Industry Gala will see an intensive

service of passenger and goods trains,

featuring Hunslet Austerity No. 60

which has just entered service on the 

Aln Valley Railway after overhaul.

June 23/24 will see Tyseley

Locomotive Works holding its summer

open weekend with Clun Castle, Earl of

Mount Edgcumbe, Rood Ashton Hall and

No. 9600 in steam.

A big event will be the Ffestiniog

Railway’s Hunslet 125 anniversary

where long-serving Hunslet 2-4-0TT,

Linda and Blanche; 125 years old this

year, will be joined by many more

Hunslet-built locomotives for a four-

day spectacular

Even bigger though will be the

Keighley & Worth Valley Railway’s week-

long 50th anniversary celebration of 

its reopening at the end of June with

newly-overhauled Ivatt 2MT 2-6-2T

No. 41241 in maroon, joined by LMS

4-6-0 No. 46100 Royal Scot, SR West

Country Pacific No. 34092 City of Wells, 

GWR 0-6-0PT No. 7714 and Deltic

No. 55019 Royal Highland Fusilier.

Heritage Railway will be covering

these and other events over the 

coming month.

16-18: Bala Lake Railway: Steam Gala

16-18: Mid Hants Railway:War on the 
Line

17: Isle ofWight Steam Railway:
Workshops Open Day

22-25: Ffestiniog Railway: Hunslet
125■
The railway’s long-serving Hunslet ladies,

Linda and Blanche, are 125 years old in 2018

and the anniversary is being celebrated in

style.

Confirmed visiting locomotives are 4-6-0TWD

1215 fresh from overhaul, Trangkil No. 4 and

Chakas Kraal No. 6 from Statfold, plus Quarry

Hunslets Cloister, Gwynedd, Irish Mail, George B,

Winifred, Maid Marian, Holy War, Alice, Statfold

and Jerry M.

Linda and Blanche will be running to both

Caernarfon and Blaenau Ffestiniog.There

will be slate trains, a gravity train, parallel

photo shoots and many engines in steam and

shunting at Minfford yard.

23, 24: Didcot Railway Centre –
Opening of the Signalling Centre

23, 24: Epping Ongar Railway: London
TransportWeekend

23, 24: GloucestershireWarwickshire
Railway: Days Out withThomas■

23, 24: Romney Hythe & Dymchurch
Railway: PaddingtonVisit■

23, 24:Tyseley LocomotiveWorks:
Summer OpenWeekend■

The Birmingham steam depot’s annual‘at

home’steaming with a chance to see the

workshop from the gallery and steps. Clun 

SPECIAL EVENTS

1-3: Mid Hants Railway: Diesel Gala■

2, 3: Dean Forest Railway: 40sWeekend

2, 3: SevernValley Railway: GoodsTrain
Gala

8-10: Epping Ongar Railway: Steam
Gala■

This event will see an intensive service over

all three days, with all trains running in

conjunction with the fleet of heritage buses,

which will be operating between Ongar,

NorthWeald, Epping Underground and

Shenfield stations.

The motive power fleet will star USATC S160

2-8-0 No. 5197 and Metropolitan 0-4-4T No. 1

together with newly-arrived Hunslet Austerity

0-6-0ST Lord Phil and newly-overhauled

Hawthorn-Leslie 0-6-0ST Isabel back in

maroon livery.

8-10:West Somerset Railway: Diesel 
Gala■

9: Ffestiniog Railway:The Snowdonian

Limited

9: Statfold Barn Railway: Open Day■

The traditional multi-engine narrow gauge

spectacular in theWest Midlands. Intending

visitors please note that tickets must be 

purchased in advance.

9, 10: Gwili 40 –The Party

9, 10: Stapleford Miniature Railway:

OpenWeekend

10: GCR Nottingham: Summer Diesel

Extravaganza■

10: South Devon Railway:Trains &

Triumph

10, 11: Rudyard Lake Railway: Diesel

Gala■

15-17: Dean Forest Railway: Steam

Gala

15-17: North Norfolk Railway: Diesel

Gala■

15-17: South Devon Railway: 60s

Weekend

16: Eastleigh Lakeside Railway: HCS

Bullock Locos

16, 17: Downpatrick & County Down

Railway: Down to the Races

16, 17:Tanfield Railway: Legends of

Industry Gala■
With an intensive service of passenger

and goods trains, the star guest will be ex-

Philadelphia Hunslet Austerity No. 60 which

has just entered service on the Aln Valley 

Railway after overhaul.

Catch up with the latest

news, views and great

features every four weeks.

Issue 243 is out on 

June 29, 2018.
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Castle, Earl of Mount Edgcumbe, Rood Ashton

Hall and No. 9600 will be in steam, giving

passenger shuttle rides.There will be the

popular 4-6-0 cavalcade each day and photo

opportunities for two Castles.

23, 24:Welshpool & Llanfair Railway:

WelshpoolTransport Festival

24: Great Central Railway: Swapmeet

24 – Jul 1: Keighley &WorthValley

Railway: 50th Anniversary■

The big event of the month is the 50th

anniversary of the reopening of Britain’s

second preserved steam railway giving

timetabled passenger services.

The anniversary is a week-long celebration

showcasing all the railway has done over the

last 50 years.

LMS 4-6-0 No. 46100 Royal Scot will be

hauling passenger trains on June 25–27, while

Thursday 28 will showcase smaller engines, 

including visiting GWR 0-6-0PT

No. 7714.

The big celebration day will be Friday,

June 29, the exact anniversary.There will be

a rerun of the original reopening special with

newly-overhauled Ivatt 2MT 2-6-2T No. 41241

in maroon livery just as in 1968.

The weekend of June 30 / July 1 will see

some services diesel-hauled.Visiting will be

Deltic No. 55019 Royal Highland Fusilier. 

RAILWAYANA

June
2: Great Central Railwayana, Stoneleigh Park

THE MONTH AHEAD






