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Justice for heritage
around the corner?
A

T last – adistinctivebreathof freshair!No, I’m

notemerging fromthedepthsof a1950s

steamshed,but talkingabouta legal system

which, rightlyorwrongly, has for so longseemed to

bebalanced in favourof theperpetrator rather than

thevictim.

Aswe report inourNews section this issue, the

SentencingCouncil of EnglandandWales–which

publishesguidelines to judgesandmagistrates as to

the typeandseverityof sentenceswhich theycan

impose for variousoffences–has suggested raising the

maximumsentences for vandalism tohistoricproperty

from18months’imprisonment to four years.

This is exactlywhat I and thismagazinehavebeen

calling forovermanyyears, onbehalf of thearmyof

volunteerswhoslave for yearsonend to restorehistoric

locomotives, rolling stockandbuildingsand then turn

up to find that JohnnyBacktofrontbaseballcapand

hispaint aerosol assortmenthaveundone thousands

ofmanhours’work inminutes forhis ownpersonal

satisfactionandnoothergain.

In thepast year,wehave seenvandal attackson

historic coacheson theNorthYorkshireMoors and

theSevernValleyRailway.Nowthe latest victimof this

senselessbehaviour is theChurnetValleyRailway.

Also in theNews section,we reporton the restoration

of a classicBowesRailwaywagon thathasbeen

broughtback to life –at considerableexpense–

followinganarsonattack.

Suchmindless incidents arenotonly attackson the

railways themselves, buton society as awhole, for

heritage is there for everyoneand inessencebelongs

tousall.

Yetwehavebecomesomewhatblaséaboutgraffiti

damage in recent times, hailing theproductsof the

Heritagerailway.co.uk 3

OPINION

likesofBanksyas significantworksof art –which

indeed theymaywell be, butwhat sort ofmessage

does that sendout to the lessgiftedboth in termsof

artistic capability andbrain cells?

Last year, Iwalked throughapark inmynative

Solihull,whichhadbeendeveloped fromfarmland

which I used toexploreas aboy.Atonepoint, a

surfaced footpathpassesbelowa roadbridge.A

‘graffiti artist’wasbusyatworkon thewalls of the

subwayat around3pm, inbroaddaylightona sunny

day, and thosewalkingpastdidnotevengivenhima

secondglance, as if hewere just aneverydaypartof the

street scene.

Echoingvoices fromeveryheritage railway in the

country, theSentencingCouncil is nowsaying that

enough is enough.Yes,we shouldnotopt for a system

of‘revengepunishment’of suchoffenders, butgive

exemplary sentencesprimarily as anunmistakeable

loudandclearunpalatabledeterrent toothers, and

no, Iwouldnotgive themfree legal aid, ordefence

solicitors and socialworkerspaid foroutofour taxes.

In thisdayofCCTVsystemsandsecurity cameras

whichcanbebought cheaplyover the internet, it is

noweasier thaneverbefore to trace theculprits and

arrest them.

Iwould, however, go further than theSentencing

Council suggests.

Thosewhodamagehistoricbuildingsandartefacts

should forfeit all the toolsused– includingmotor

vehicles –and the full costof rectifyingdamageshould

alsobe financedby seizureof their ownproperty,

deductions fromstate futurebenefits or added to

their long-termtax liabilities, that is, if theyever

decided tocommitwhat in their book is a real crime,

andget a job.
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la Geltru.
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New P2 donations
pass £2 million
ByRobinJones

DONATIONS towards the world’s

fastest-moving new-build main line

steam project – Gresley P2 2-8-2

No. 2007PrinceofWales– have now

passed the £2 million mark.

The A1 Steam LocomotiveTrust’s £5

million project is now 40% funded just

four years after being launched and it is

on target to meet the completion date

of 2021.

Furthermore, pledges towards

building the locomotive are rapidly

approaching £3 million.

The frames for Britain’s most powerful

steam locomotive were rolled at British

Steel’s Scunthorpe works exactly four

years ago on St George’s Day 2014.

The P2 2-8-2 Mikados were the most

powerful passenger steam locomotives

to operate in the UK, designed to haul

600-tonne trains on the Edinburgh

to Aberdeen route. Sadly, Gresley’s

successor EdwardThompson ordered

the six P2s to be rebuilt in 1943/44 and

BR scrapped them in 1961.

Seventhmember

The project to create the seventh

member of this class will demonstrate

how the design can be fully realised

through use of modern computer

design techniques, enabling the new

locomotive to deliver its full potential in

hauling passenger trains at high speed

across today’s national network.

The trust has for long been widely

praised for the organisation and

success of its fundraising. A total of

860 people have already signed up to

the‘P2 for the price of a pint of beer

per week’(£10 per month or more)

covenant scheme since its launch in

March 2014.

Funds have been also raised through 

the project’s dedicated modules,

the Founders Club (more than 360

members donated £1000 each plus

Gift Aid – target 100 people) – now

closed having raised over £450,000; the

Mikado Club (launched in March 2016

with an initial target of 160 members

to wheel the engine and extended

in May 2017 to 200 members to also

wheel the tender) now just requires six

members to be fully subscribed with

200 supporters pledging £1000 each

plus Gift Aid and therefore potentially

raising £250,000; the Cylinder Club

(launched in October 2017) now fully

subscribed with 100 people having

already pledged £1000 each plus Gift

Aid and therefore potentially raising

£125,000; the Boiler Club (154 people

have pledged £2000 each to fund

the boiler – a target of 300 people –

meaning well over half of the £600,000

target is now pledged) and Dedicated

Donations (over £225,000 from

existing supporters sponsoring a

variety of components).

The Gresley SocietyTrust has also

sponsored the distinctive front end.

In early April, the trust launched the

Motion Club to fund the manufacture

of the heavy motion for No. 2007,

setting the challenge of raising

£210,000 from 175 supporters, each

donating £1000 plus Gift Aid – and in

just 10 days the trust had signed up 24

members, potentially worth £30,000

including Gift Aid.

Progress in building Britain’s most

powerful steam locomotive continues

at Darlington LocomotiveWorks.This

includes the frame plates for engine

and tender rolled and profiled; the

engine’s frames erected at Darlington

LocomotiveWorks; all major engine

frame stays, brackets, horn blocks, axle

boxes and buffers cast (44 in total);

more than 1000 fitted and driven bolts

ordered and delivered, approximately

800 now fitted to the frames.

All wheels cast

All 20 wheels for the engine and tender

have been cast and proof machined;

roller bearings for all engine and tender

wheelsets and engine axles (including

crank axle), tyres and crank pins

delivered, tender axles, tyres ordered

and irst wheelset complete.

Preliminary discussions have been

held with boiler manufacturers

and forged foundation ring corners

manufactured and machined; a start

has been made on boiler fittings

with castings for combined injector

steam and delivery valves.The cab is

erected and cab side window frames

are fitted, while the engine footplating

and splasher kits have been delivered

and permanently fitted to frames.The

smokebox door pressed details are

made, the door completed, doorframe

manufactured, the smokebox delivered

and erected and the chimney has been

cast and fitted.

P2 project director and trustee Mark

Allatt said:“We are delighted with

the level of support the project to

build Britain’s most powerful steam

locomotive has received since its

launch, with over £1.6 million spent so

far on construction and over £2 million

donated by our supporters.

“We are now confident that we will

have completed the rolling chassis for

No. 2007PrinceofWales in summer

2018. However, to maintain this rate of

progress we need to raise more than

£700,000 per year, which becomes

more challenging as each year passes.

“We encourage all our supporters

who haven’t yet contributed to this

exciting project to help us to meet

these deadlines by becoming a

monthly‘P2 for the price of a pint of

beer a week’covenantor, joining the

Boiler Club, becoming a member of the

Motion Club or taking out a Dedicated

Donation. It’s time to get on board!”

➜ For details of how to help

visit www.p2steam.com, email

enquiries@p2steam.com or call

01325 460163.

Mudslide makes for damp start to
NorthYorkshire Moors season
In common with many other

heritage railways, the North

Yorkshire Moors Railway’s takings

over the Easter holiday period were

hit by atrocious weather with much

heavy rain and trains blocked by

a mudslide.

However, there is cause for

optimism as the season progresses

with online bookings showing a

significant increase on previous

years, thought to be due to

the“TV effect”of the recent

documentary series.

The heavy rain in NorthYorkshire

provided one of the first real tests of

YorkshireWater’s Slowing the Flow

flood prevention scheme at Hunting

Gate, just north of New Bridge.

This, in effect, holds back the flood

water for a while, allowing more

to drain away before the bulk of

the water arrives at Pickering town

centre.Thus, although the station

car park was flooded for a while, the

water receded the same day and the

flooding effect was minimal.

A blocked drain near Darnholme

caused a mudslide depositing mud

3-4ft deep in places in the cess and

against the retaining wall, causing

delays to some trains.

The problem was bad enough to

warrant having a member of the

permanent way staff always on

site to monitor it while trains were

running, although the staff member

has subsequently been replaced by a

remote camera.

This location has given trouble on

a regular basis, in extreme wet

and/or snow conditions since 1969.

The boiler cladding for the new P2 Prince of Wales at Darlington Locomotive Works 

on March 4. MANDY GRANT/A1SLT

THE Isle of Man’s Douglas Bay

horse tramway made a loss of more 

than £483,000 last year, igures 

have shown.

The Manx government took over 

the horse trams two years ago after 

Douglas Council said it would no 

longer support the losses, which 

were £263,000 in 2016.

A spokesman said that the losses 

in 2017 were down to the purchase

of assets, fixtures and fittings 

from Douglas Council and horse 

tram refurbishment, plus revenue 

expenditure, the purchase of horses 

and other equipment.

The tramway earned £142,703 

in 2017, with a 6% increase in 

passengers to 73,954 – but the 

running costs were £626,002.

Steam shed  to go back in time at Didcot
DURING the three days of the May 

5-7 bank holiday weekend, Didcot 

Railway Centre is to recreate the 

atmosphere and sights of a working 

steam shed with most of the 

locomotives pulled out of the shed, 

and displayed on numerous roads, 

as they would have been between 

the Thirties and the Fifties, rather 

than in a formal line-up. 

With smoke machines, most will 

look to be in steam, while others 

will be genuinely working. Staff will 

help to recreate the period scene.

6 Heritagerailway.co.uk Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway
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Samson returns – and the world watches online!
THE Romney, Hythe & Dymchurch

Railway has claimed a world first with

the relaunch of 4-8-2 No. 6 Samson on

Saturday, March 21.

The Mountain class locomotive’s

comeback happened five years after it

last hauled a passenger train.

The action was streamed around

the world on Facebook and Twitter

with an internet-connected camera on

the front of Samson, giving a unique

driver’s eye view. Viewers would

have seen Samson engage in parallel

running over part of the route.

TV presenter and rail historian Tim

Dunn joined the crew for the occasion.

Samson had just undergone a major

overhaul in the line’s workshops.

Unusually for a 15in-gauge line,

Samson was designed by Henry

Greenly and built by Davey Paxman in

1927 as a mixed traffic locomotive to 

haul shingle trains from the coast at 

Dungeness (often described as  

‘Britain’s only desert’because of the 

fauna that survives there) to Hythe,  

as a money-making aggregate  

scheme that failed to last.

A4 misses ‘Great Britain XI’
ByCedric Johns

WITHIN days of John Cameron’s

A4 No. 60009 Union of South Africa

taking its place in the Railway Touring

Company’s‘Great Britain XI’tour, the

4-6-2 was failed when inspected

prior to preparation at Riley &

Son Engineering.

According to sources close to the

engine, an old back plate repair had

opened and needed attention.

Because of the time required to

effect remedial action, the decision

was taken to withdraw the A4 from its

first rostered duty, working‘GB XI’from

Edinburgh to Inverness in a double

header with B1 4-6-0 No. 1264.

After further consideration the

decision to hurry the repair and

then send the 4-6-2 down to Bristol

to head the penultimate leg-to

Yeovil and then onto Weymouth and

Swanage with U class 2-6-0 No. 31806

before working the final leg back

to London the next April 27, was

also abandoned.

As we closed for press, it was

understood that‘Black Five’No. 45212

would head the tour from Crewe to

Cardiff as scheduled, and then work the

Bristol-Yeovil-Swanage section before

taking the train home from Swanage

the following day.

➜ ’Great Britain XI’– news feature by

Brian Sharpe, pages 48-53.

BR Standard 5MT 4-6-0 No. 73156 was successfully rewheeled by the team at the 

Great Central Railway’s Loughborough shed on April 18 after receiving attention 

to the wheelsets. The recently-restored locomotive failed on the second day of 

the October 5-8 autumn steam gala and was withdrawn from traffic. Subject to 

testing, it was hoped that it would be available for the May 12-13 Goods Galore

gala, at which it is planned to see six engines in steam. LES McWATT

No. 6 Samson and No. 8 Hurricane
‘race’ each other on the Romney, Hythe
& Dymchurch Railway’s double track
section on March 21, to celebrate the
former’s relaunch into traffic following
a five-year absence. STEVE TOWN/RHDR

Beet Ivatt goes to Lakeside
CHRISTOPHER Beet’s Ivatt 2MT 2-6-0 

No. 46441 has been moved to the 

Lakeside & Haverthwaite Railway on 

a “restore and run” after several years 

on static display at the Ribble Steam 

Railway museum in Preston.

His father, the late Morecambe 

GP Dr Peter Beet, who saved several

‘Black Fives’ at the end of steam 50 

years ago, bought No. 46441 for 

his wife Betty and painted it in LMS 

maroon. He was also instrumental in 

saving part of the Lakeside branch 

for preservation, so with No. 46441’s 

arrival in mid-April, the steel wheels 

have turned full circle.

S15 parts stolen in night raid
AN appeal has been launched to 

relocate brass and copper parts from 

S15 4-6-0 No. 828 Harry A. Frith that were 

stolen from Ropley Works on the Mid 

Hants Railway overnight on April 17.

The parts are: two 11mm Gresham 

and craven injectors, two clack valves, 

two 4in Ross pop safety valves, a drivers 

brake valve, four Marine big end shells 

halves, six coupling rod bushes, five slide 

bar oil pots, a stuffing box valve and

quantity of pipework.

Heritage railways that may be offered 

the parts have been urged to be on their 

guard. Anyone with information is asked 

to telephone 01962 733810, email info@

watercressline.co.uk or call the police.

The Eastleigh Railway Preservation 

Society, which owns the parts, has 

launched a crowdfunding appeal to 

raise money to replace them. 

Donations can be made at  

www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/

erps828

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. Heritagerailway.co.uk 7 



THE Keighley &WorthValley

Railway’s June 24-July 1 50th

anniversary galawill welcome

back two old stalwarts.

BulleidWest Country light

Pacific No. 34092City ofWells – for

which its current home, the East

Lancashire Railway has a £340,920

appeal to buy it from its three

current owners, and LMS‘Black

Five’No. 45212, based at Southall

on duties forWest Coast Railways,

will return for the event.

Already, Ivatt 2-6-2TNo. 41241

has returned fromoverhaul, and

repainted in the samenon-

authenticmaroon livery that it

carriedwhen it pulled the line’s

opening train on June 29, 1968. It

will be officially relaunched into

traffic on Sunday, June 24.#

Happy
homecoming
forKWVR50

Left:Tornado’s

speedas recorded

onamobile

telephoneapp

minutesbefore

the failure.ROBIN

JONES

Right: Thedamaged front

valveheadas seenon

April 14.A1SLT

Right:

Components

whichbecame

detached from

Tornadoduring

the run.A1SLT

Below: Theupper endof

the combination lever as

seenonApril 15.A1SLT

‘Lubrication not speed’ caused
90mph Tornado’s failure
ByRobinJones

ANexaminationofPeppercornA1

PacificNo.60163Tornado following

itsApril 14 failureminutesafterhitting

90mphontheEastCoastMainLine,

indicatedthat theproblemwas

causedbya lackof lubricationrather

thanspeed.

The locomotivewasheadingTheA1

SteamLocomotiveTrust’s‘TheEborFlyer’

fromKing’sCross toYork– its firstpublic

90mphtrip–andhadhit91mphatEast

Road level crossingnorthofArlesley.

Itheld90mphforamile through

Biggleswade,before thetraingroundto

ahaltatSandy,43milesoutofLondon.

At first itwas thought thatTornado

hadstrucka largeobjectonthetrack,

but itwassoonrealisedthat the

problemwasmechanical.

Trustofficials summonedassistance

andTornadoand its trainwerehauledat

around20mphtoPeterboroughby

GBRailfreightClass66No.66744

Crossrail.TheA1was immediately taken

tothenearbyNeneValleyRailwayand

ontotheheritage line’sWansfordshed.

Becauseof thebreakdown, the

triphadtaken4½hours toget from

LondontoPeterborough,whereas

theconsistpulled into theplatform,

passengersglimpsedGWR0-6-2T

No.5619steamingwell in theNVR’s

PeterboroughstationbelowtheECML.

Somepassengers tooktheoptionof

alightingatPeterboroughandwere

given free travelback toLondonby

VirginTrains,while thesell-out‘TheEbor

Flyer’thencontinued its journeytoYork.

TheRailAccident InvestigationBranch

andtheOfficeofRoad&Railwere

notifiedof thebreakdown,andthe

trustapologisednotonly to‘EborFlyer’

passengersbut to thoseonnormal

ECMLservice trains.

OnSunday,April 15, in thepresence

ofoneof trainoperatorDBCargo’s

appointed independentsteam

locomotiveexaminers, a thorough

pit inspectionandstripdownof the

immediatelyaffectedcomponents

wasundertaken.

Itwas foundthat the frontvalveonthe

middlevalvespindleseized in thevalve

liner.A trust statementsaid that this

seizurecausedsignificant stresses to the

combination leverwhich failed, causing

the lossof the lowerpartof it, allowing

itandtheunion link to flailwhich in turn

causedthe lowerpartof thedrop link to

separate fromthecrosshead.

Thestatementsaid:“This isalmost

certainlyduetoa lubrication failure in

thatarea, althoughtheexactcauseof

sucha failure isnotknownat thepresent

timeand investigationscontinue

in thisarea.Wearealsoexamining

all componentsandreviewingall

relevant recordsanddesignand

installationdrawings.

“Thenatureof the failuresuggests

thatevenat75mphthe incidentwould

haveoccurred.Alldamagethereafter

is consequential andwould readily

explainhowpartsof the insidevalve

gearbecamedetached in themanner

theydid.”

While thetrustandDBCargowere

continuingwith theirown investigations

asweclosed forpress, FirstClass

Partnershipshasbeencalled inby

trustofficials toprovideanoverview

and independentopiniononboth

Fawley Hill celebrates life of Sir WilliamMcAlpine
AMEMORIAL service for the late

preservation powerhouse SirWilliam

McAlpine is to beheld at his FawleyHill

homeon Sunday,May 13.

Anyonewishing to attendmust first

obtain an invitationby emailing office@

fawleyhill.com

Acollectionwill bemade for Sir

William’s Flying ScotsmanCharitable

Trustwhichwas set up to help to

fund young engineers and to restore

engines and carriages.Money raised

will also begiven to the SepsisTrust. His

widowLady JudyMcAlpine said:“Had

we knownabout sepsis, wemight have

savedhim.”

No changes at Fawley Hill
She added that therewill be no

changes at FawleyHill, where the

railway laid by SirWilliam in the Sixties

had theworld’s steepest standard

gauge adhesion-worked incline

at 1-in-13.4. She also said that she

would continuewith his railway

projects and support the

organisations that he supported.

SirWilliam,who returned Flying

Scotsman fromCalifornia after it

became stranded there in 1972,

lost his battle against sepsis in

Reading’s Royal BerkshireHospital

onMay 4.

Hewas buried in the grounds of

FawleyHill following a service at the

parish church of StMary theVirgin on

March 24, andwas carried to his final

restingplace by a steam train over his

private line.

NYMR autumn gala takes shape with Talyllyn visit
THENorthYorkshireMoorsRailway’s

September28-30autumnsteamgala is

taking shapewith threevisitingengines

expected tobeattending to joina

potential ninehome-based locomotives.

It is the100thanniversaryof the

constructionofQ6No. 63395and it

is planned to repaint it inNER livery

for a yearor so tocommemorate

thismilestone.

Theothers in steamfromthehome

fleetwill beLambton tankNo. 29,

BRStandard4MT2-6-4TNo. 80136,

Standard4MTNo. 76079, B1No. 1264,

J27No. 65894,‘BlackFive’No. 5428,

SchoolsNo. 926ReptonandS15No. 825,

subject to completionofoverhauls

whereappropriate.

To further bolster the 100th

anniversary theme, visiting engines

will includeGWR2-8-0No. 2857 from

the SevernValley Railway and the

Tallylyn’s Barclay 0-4-0TDouglas,

both ofwhich are celebrating their

own centenaries this year.

Thereare, however, noplans to laya

2ft 3ingauge line through theGrosmont

pedestrian tunnel on thisoccasion.

Douglaswill insteadbedisplayedas

a loadononeof thewagons in the

demonstrationgoods train.

Thegala line-up is tobecompleted

byNeneValleyRailway-basedBulleid

BattleofBritain lightPacificNo. 34081

92Squadronwhich is returning to the

lineafter last visiting in2003.
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However, its partner on that day,

USA 0-6-0TNo. 30072, nowowned

byAndy Booth, will not be present

because its overhaul at the Ribble

SteamRailway is ongoing.

Star guestswill includeNo. 46100

Royal Scot (June 25-27) andClass 55

Deltic No. 55019 RoyalHighland

Fusilier (June 30-July 1).

June 28will be a tank engine day

with visitors fromother lines.

The big celebrationswill take place

on the 50th anniversary day, Friday

June 29,when the opening trainwill

be rerunwithNo. 41241 at its head.

Saturday, June 30,will be amixed

traffic day, while Sunday, July 1,

will have an emphasis on diesels,

remembering the line’s firstmodern

traction event in 1988.

StrickenTornado is examinedatWansford shedonApril 15.BEN SCOTT/A1SLT

AdiagramofTornado’s insidevalvegear.A1SLT

Two firsts togetheragain: Ivatt 2-6-2TNo. 41241,which jointlyhauled theKWVR’sofficial opening trainon June29, 1968, andMidland4F0-6-0No. 43924, the first

locomotive tobe saved fromDaiWoodham’sBarry scrapyard, onMarch31.ANDREWDENNISION

the immediatecausesandeffect

of the failureandthewider impact

onthe futuremain line runningof

No.60163Tornado.

TheA1’svalve linerneeds tobe

honedorbored,andanewvalvehead

andrings fitted.Anewcombination

lever,union linkandcrossheadare

alsoneeded.

Other itemswill require inspection

andpossible repair,buta full listhasn’t

yetbeenproducedandagreed.

JeremyHosking’sRoyalScot

LocomotiveandGeneralTrustofferedto

lendthetrust thecombination leverand

the insideunion link fromPeppercorn

A2No.60532BluePeteras theseare

likely tobethe longest leadtime items

tomake.

Thestatementcontinued:“Wewould

like to thankthemandalso theother

suppliersandcontractorswhohave

contactedus toofferhelp. It is tooearly

toquantify the total costbut thatof the

replacementof theknowndamaged

parts isaround£20,000.

“Tornado is insured,butnotall items

willbecovered–wewill knowmore

in thecomingdays.However,our

understandingof the information

available todate is that thebreakdown

wasnotspeedrelatedandcouldhave

occurredatanytime.

“Thetrust ishumbledtohavereceived

messagesof support fromacross the

country, internationallyandfromsenior

rail industrypartners. Suchmessagesare

veryencouraging.

“Becausewedidnotdeliver the

dayoutwehopedto forpassengers

travellingon‘TheEborFlyer’,wehave

giveneachpassengeravoucherwith

discountoffa futureTornado-hauled

railtour. Furthermore,weare lookingat

theoptionof rerunningthetrain in the

futurewitha repairedTornadoandwill

ensureallpassengerson‘TheEborFlyer’

get the first chancetobooktickets.”

Thetripwas runalmostayearafter

Tornado reached101mphduring

a90mphprovingrunat3.42amon

Wednesday,April 12,whenundertaking

testsat theheadofanine-coachtrain

betweenDoncasterandNewcastle in

viewof raising itspermittedmaximum

speedtogivemore flexibility to future

charterplanning,with rail industry

engineersandcertificationbodies

monitoringthetrial.

In thewakeof the failure, the trust

postponedTornado’sApril 21visit to the

MidlandRailway-Butterley, theCrewe

toHolyhead‘YnysMônExpress’touron

April 28nowrescheduledtoSaturday,

September29–andtheNeneValley’s

Tornado10eventonMay5-7, from

whichLNERB1No.61306Mayflower

hadalreadypulledout.However,with

Tornadobychanceonsite, theNVRwill

still goaheadwith itsPaddingtonday

onSunday,May6,givingyoungsters the

chancetoseeTornadoandstandonthe

footplate,aswell asmeetingPaddington

Bear.Tornado isoneof thestarsof the

recentPaddingtonBearmovie.

TheTornadoTeamdaythatwasdue

tobeat theNeneValleyRailwayon

Saturday,May12 is toberescheduledto

a laterdate.

➜Wanttohelp?Youcansupport the

workofTheA1SteamLocomotive

Trustbybecomingacovenantor,

donatingfrom£10permonth

towardsTornado.Around1200people

alreadyregularlydonate towards the

maintenanceandupkeepof theA1.

Formoredetails call 01325460163or

emailenquiries@a1steam.com

➜DonBenn:WithFullRegulator–

pages62-64.
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Passenger numbers double since Broadway opening

BritanniaPacificNo. 70045 LordRowallanatCheltenhamMalvernRoadstation

onSeptember4, 1965. In thebackground is the formerMalvernRoadshed,which

wenton tobecomea timber store forbuilders’merchants TravisPerkins, and

whichwasdemolished last year.DAVIDALDRED/GWR

LordRichardFaulkner

ofWorcester (right)

vice-chairmanof the

all-partyparliamentary

rail heritagegroup,

commemorates the

start of train services

fromBroadway to

Cheltenhamafter agap

ofover58yearswith

driver JohnCruxon

(left), firemanChris

Smithand railway

plc chairmanRichard

Johnson, in frontof

No. 7903Foremarke

Hall. IAN CROWDER

OnadampandmistyGoodFridaymorning,WR4-6-0

No. 7820DinmoreManorbrings the first public train from

CheltenhamRacecourse intoBroadway. ROBIN JONES

Oliver Cromwell to star at 

HR-backed Cotswold festival
By Robin Jones

SPONSORED by Heritage Railway 

publisher Mortons, the Gloucestershire 

Warwickshire Railway’s Cotswold Festival 

of Steam is set to be the biggest and best 

ever – with BR Britannia Pacific No. 70013 

Oliver Cromwell joining the action.

As reported last month, the Great 

Central Railway-based ‘Brit’ has been 

given an extension to its boiler ticket 

so it can run on heritage lines until 

December 31.

At the May 26-28 Spring Bank Holiday 

festival, which has the theme Give My 

Regards to Broadway, following the 

line’s hugely-successful recently-opened 

extension into the Cotswold tourist 

honeypot, Oliver Cromwell will be joined 

by three other star guests – blue-liveried 

GWR 4-6-0 No. 6023 King Edward II from 

Didcot Railway Centre, USATC S160 

2-8-0 No. 5197 from the Churnet Valley 

Railway and GWR 0-6-0PT No. 6430 

from the Llangollen Railway. For the first 

time, the railway will be able to run four 

passenger sets (including the DMU) plus 

a freight set.

The last Britannia to run over the GWR 

Stratford-upon-Avon to Cheltenham 

route was also the penultimate steam-

hauled train on the line, on September 4,  

1965. No. 70045 Lord Rowallan hauled 

the 10.05am Kingswear-Wolverhampton 

service which  stopped at Cheltenham 

Malvern Road around 2.45pm before 

proceeding via Toddington and 

Broadway to Wolverhampton. The 

next and final train was the 12.30pm 

Penzance-Wolverhampton, headed by 

the last surviving Castle in BR ownership, 

No. 7029 Clun Castle, which was specially 

requested for the occasion.

The peak period of express 

services over the line was the daily 

Wolverhampton-Penzance ‘The 

Cornishman’ – the only named express 

ever to traverse the route. Introduced in 

1952, ‘The Cornishman’ was diverted to 

the Midland main line on September 7, 

1962. These heavy expresses were 

usually in the charge of Castle 4-6-0s but 

the demise of Western Region steam 

found some of the final Britannias in 

service working the last vestiges of these 

once-frequent trains.

Also, No. 70000 Britannia was towed 

dead over the northern part of the line 

via Honeybourne and Stratford to the 

Severn Valley Railway from Redhill during 

the early Seventies.

USATC S160s worked over the line 

during the Second World War. One of 

the class was involved in a tragic event 

south of Honeybourne when it suffered a 

firebox crown collapse due to the gauge 

glass giving a false reading, because of 

the odd way that the valves were opened 

and closed, and the fireman died.

The Churnet Valley Railway has offered 

the engine free of steaming fees because 

last year, sister No. 6046 was due to 

attend the festival but, at the last minute 

it suffered a failure and did not make it.

No.  6430 will be coupled to the DMU 

unit as the fourth passenger set running 

during the festival. The combination will 

give travellers a unique perspective of the 

engine through the leading windows of 

the set. The engine comes courtesy of the 

Llangollen Railway.

It will be the first time that a King 

has been on the line as the class never 

ventured over the route in Great Western 

or BR days. The timetable may include 

double heading with the King and there 

will be the usual evening train on the 

Saturday and Sunday.

In service from the home fleet will 

be WR 4-6-0 No. 7820 Dinmore Manor, 

Foremarke Hall, Bulleid Merchant Navy 

4-6-2 No. 35006 Peninsular & Oriental SN 

Co, GWR 2-8-0T No. 4270 and GWR 2-8-0 

No. 2807.

Brakevan rides on the freight train 

will be offered at £10 each. Footplate 

rides will also be available – bookable in 

advance on www.gwsr.com 

The 2ft gauge North Gloucestershire 

Narrow Gauge Railway will also be 

running, with at least two locomotives 

in steam. Updates to the event can be 

found at www.gwsr.com/enthusiasts/

major_events.html 

Visitors should park at Toddington, as 

there is currently no car park at Broadway. 

Wychavon District Council is to build one 

later this year.

AFTER the Gloucestershire 

Warwickshire Railway opened its 

eagerly-awaited northern extension 

into the tourist honeypot of Broadway 

on Good Friday, passenger numbers 

have doubled at a stroke.

Commercial director Colin Fewell 

revealed that nearly 6300 fare-paying 

passengers travelled on the extended 

15-mile line over the Easter weekend 

and also the following week – 

compared with just over 3100 during 

Easter 2017.

The line opened its brand-new 

Broadway station on March 30 with 

the 9.40am departure for Cheltenham 

being the first public train from the 

village since March 6, 1960, when the 

station was closed by BR.

To mark the occasion, Lord Richard 

Faulkner of Worcester, chairman of 

the Heritage Railway Association and 

a patron of the line, unveiled a plaque 

to commemorate the occasion before 

accompanying driver John Cruxon and 

fireman Chris Smith on the footplate of 

WR 4-6-0 No. 7903 Foremarke Hall for 

that first departure.

Colin said: “Despite the cold and 

wet, as was Easter last year, our trains 

have been filled with happy people 

enjoying the novelty of being among 
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Turbo train to Quainton Road

Vintage Trains and Office of Rail and Road in talks
By Cedric Johns

TYSELEY Locomotive Works is steaming 

ahead with plans to launch its own Train 

Operating Company, and its share issue 

for the purpose was nearing its £800,00 

target as we closed for press.

Adrian Shooter, the chairman of 

Tyseley’s negotiating team, said: “We 

are discussing various detail issues with 

members of the Office of Rail and Road 

regarding our application for a train 

operating licence. We expect to have our 

licence by summer. It could be sooner.”

Meanwhile, commercial manager Ben 

Mason reported that the public steaming 

of Clun Castle on Saturday, April 14 at 

Tyseley, turned out to be a successful and 

enjoyable day.

He said: “We are incredibly close to 

reaching our £800,000 minimum target 

required to launch our Train Operating 

Company. We have been in constant 

touch with the ORR and Network Rail 

regarding a safety certificate, passenger 

licence and track access agreement and 

are making encouraging progress.”

He said that Vintage Trains hopes to 

operate Shakespeare trips to Stratford-

on-Avon towards the latter part of the 

season, possibly August. “There is still a lot 

of work to be done and until we are 100% 

certain which trains we can offer we are 

not taking bookings,” he said.

He said that once the £800,000 target 

has been reached, Vintage Trains will 

commence trading as a TOC. However, 

he added: “That sum is not enough to do 

everything we set out to do including 

the refurbishment of the passenger 

rolling stock.

“We will continue to sell shares in 

Vintage Trains until we reach our 

maximum of £3 million required to 

overhaul the train.”

Everyone who has purchased shares to 

date is automatically enrolled in Vintage 

Trains’ Founders Club and have been 

allotted seats requested on Founders 

Club trains. Some seats remain and 

enthusiasts are urged to buy shares now 

to ensure a place on one of the trains. 

Two L&B new builds to meet
THE two replica Lynton & Barnstaple 

Railway locomotives, the Ffestiniog 

Railway’s 2-6-2T Lyd and Woody 

Bay-based Baldwin 2-4-2T Lyn, are 

to meet for the irst time at the 

line’s September 29/30 autumn 

steam gala.

Before then, Lyn will be the 

star attraction at the May 12/13 

spring gala.

Meanwhile, Lyn has not yet joined 

the regular locomotive roster 

despite trackwork being carried 

out to accommodate it. Pointwork 

at Killington Lane was recently 

changed with the two turnouts 

having been changed for new larger 

radius ones. The radius was too tight 

for Lyn to traverse them easily.

Since then, however, some 

marking of the railhead around the 

nose area of the point has been 

noticed. The Porta wheel profile 

that Lyn uses results in a reduced-

width wheel tread, affecting the 

geometry of the tread surface to the 

pointwork as it crosses over the nose 

of the point.

Several solutions are under 

review, including modifying the 

pointwork, and removing the Porta 

detail and the most appropriate 

modifications will be made, said the 

762 Club.

GWR 4-6-0 Nos. 7029 Clun Castle, 5043 Earl of Mount Edgcumbe and 5080 Defiant at Tyseley Locomotive Works during a night shoot on April 13. No. 7029 also headed 

the last BR steam-hauled passenger train through Broadway in 1965. ROBERT FALCONER

THE Royal British Legion will be running 

its own railtour to the Buckinghamshire 

Railway Centre on Sunday, June 10.

A Chiltern Railways Class 165 Turbo 

unit will run from Aylesbury to Quainton 

Road, Calvert, Claydon Junction and 

Bicester Village. A donation of the 

entrance fee to the railway will be given 

to the Legion’s Quainton branch.

Railtour tickets can be bought on the 

day. For more information contact Mike 

York on 07775 014420

Say it with 

steam: with the 

near-replica of 

Shirley signalbox 

to the left, WR 

4-6-0 No. 7903 

Foremarke Hall 

sets off with 

the first public 

heritage era train 

from Broadway 

on March 30. 

ROBIN JONES

,the first people this century to travel 

on a public train service to or from 

Broadway. We have enormously 

expanded the scope of our railway.”

Lord Faulkner said: “Two successful 

share offers raised over £2 million to 

help fund the last stages of the project, 

which included repairing bridges, 

embankments and drainage, buying 

and laying the track with thousands 

of tons of ballast as well as completing 

the new station.  It is a remarkable 

testament to the determination 

and vision of volunteer effort – from 

those who first conceived the idea of 

restoring the railway back in the early 

1980s to those witnessing this historic 

occasion today.”

Outstanding work on the station 

includes the completion of signalling, 

the footbridge and a building on the 

second platform. Elsewhere on the line, 

new staff facilities are needed for the 

locomotive department and a building 

to house the fleet of 60-year-old 

carriages. Several of the century-old 

steel bridges on the line also need 

remedial work.

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. Heritagerailway.co.uk 11 



WestCoast‘Jacobite’deiespoorEasterweather
By Cedric Johns

WESTCoastRailways, by far the

busiest operatorof steam-hauled

charter trains in the country, is set

to continue itsdominance in the

marketwithexcursion trainsof its

own inaddition toassisting the likes

of theRailwayTouringCompany

andSteamDreamswith crews

and locomotives.

Despite the inclementweather

over Easter,WestCoast reported

that its FortWilliam-Mallaig‘Jacobite’

serviceswerewell patronised to full

throughout theweek.

The‘Jacobite’seasonopened

onMonday,April 9 and runsdaily

Mondays-FridaysuntilOctober26.

SaturdayandSunday trains runon

weekends startingSaturday, June2

through toSunday, September30.

FromMonday,May14until Friday,

September14, extra afternoon

trains are scheduledduring the

week, the servicebeingextended

toSaturdayandSunday runningas

fromSaturday, June16 toSunday,

September2.

In termsofmotivepower,West

Coastusuallyhires‘BlackFives’from

IanRiley’s stable, supplemented

by theK12-6-0ownedby the

NorthEasternLocomotive

PreservationGroup.

Scarborough Spa
FromearlyApril,WestCoast’s

‘ScarboroughSpaExpress’takes to

the railswith trainsoperating toYork

andScarboroughwitha choiceof

passengerpick-uppoints.

FromCarnforth trains are routed

viaSkiptonandLeedsor viaPreston

andWakefield.

Travellingby the former route,

‘Express’departures aredated for

May31, June14and28, July 12and

26,August 19and23and, finally,

September6.‘Express’trains from

Prestonaredated to runon June7

and21, July5and19,August 2, 16

and30, finishingonSeptember13.

WestCoast’s‘Dalesman’trains

offer trips fromYork toCarlisleor

fromChester toCarlisle. Inboth

cases the trips are routedvia the

Settle andCarlisle linewith steamon

fromHellifield.

Starting fromYork, the‘Dalesman’

runsonMay8and22, June4and5,

July2and3, 30and31,August 27

and28andOctober30.

Trains fromChesterdepart onMay

15, June19, July17,August 14and

September4.

Full details of these trains canbe

foundonwww.westcoastrailways.

co.uk

IsraelNewton&Sonshas completed

machining the capuchonof the cast

chimney cap fornew-build LNWR

George theFifth4-4-0No. 2013Prince

Georgeand fitting it to thebaseand

tubeassembly. The chimney isnowon

itsway tobegrit-blastedandpainted.

LNWRGEORGE THE FIFTH STEAM

LOCOMOTIVE TRUST

BRStandard9FNo. 92134on itsway toGrosmontonApril 23. 92134

‘Spaceship’ lands again at 
the Moors!
By Roger Melton

A ‘SPACESHIP’ – the now-unique  

single-chimneyed BR Standard 9F 

2-10-0 No. 92134 – is to be based on the 

North Yorkshire Moors Railway for at 

least its 10-year boiler ticket.  

Class members were so nicknamed 

by some enthusiasts for the amount 

of daylight visible under their boilers, 

which was a rare phenomenon in 

British-designed locomotives.  

The ex-Barry scrapyard locomotive  

has moved from the East Lancashire 

Railway to the NYMR for its final 

assembly after which it will join the 

Moorsline’s hire fleet. The 9F does 

not currently have a tender but 

arrangements are understood to have 

been made to hire one from a currently  

out-of-ticket locomotive until a new one 

is constructed. 

The 9F’s move brings its preservation 

life so far in a full circle. The NYMR 

became its first home in preservation, 

in December 1980, and it subsequently 

moved in early 1984 to the premises of 

Steam & Sail at Brightlingsea in Essex for 

a proposed fast-track restoration that 

never happened.  

Also about this time changes in the 

structure of the owning group left 

many of its members, mostly NYMR 

supporters, disenfranchised. They will 

therefore be pleased to see No. 92134 

return to the line it was originally 

intended to be based on. 

At that time No. 92134 effectively 

became the property of Steam and Sail 

but little restoration work seems to have 

been done at Brightlingsea. Steam & Sail 

went out of business and No. 92134 was 

left marooned at Brightlingsea, until it 

was bought by Churnet Valley Railway 

director Howard Self and his wife 

Heather and moved, via short stays at 

both the Churnet Valley Railway, Crewe 

Heritage Centre and, latterly, the East 

Lancashire Railway.

By early 2017 the bottom half of the 

locomotive had been restored. The 

boiler passed its steam tests at LNWR 

Heritage in Crewe on November 23, 51 

years since the boiler last held pressure, 

before the locomotive, which last ran 

in December 1966, was sent to Dai 

Woodham’s scrapyard.

With the boiler steamed, the clock is 

ticking on the boiler certificate, hence 

the desire to get the engine assembled 

and running as quickly as possible. 

Much of this work will entail the making 

and fitting of new boiler cladding, 

pipework and so on.

The owning group decided to relocate 

after being told by the ELR in December 

that it could not start work on the 9F 

until spring 2019, with mid-2020 as the 

earliest completion date.

The arrangement between the NYMR 

and the owner is that the Grosmont 

shed staff will complete the reassembly 

and construction of a new tender, after 

which the railway will then get free 

mileage to the value of the work carried 

out, then the locomotive will be on a 

normal hire agreement under which 

the NYMR will pay mileage fees until it 

reaches the end of its boiler ticket.  

No. 92134 is the third 9F to have 

run on the NYMR, following on from 

No. 92220 Evening Star and more 

recently No. 92214, which was based 

on the line before moving to the Great 

Central Railway.

It is unlikely that a derogation will be 

applied for allow No. 91234 to operate to 

Whitby and Battersby Junction despite 

the absence of any pointwork with 

raised checkrails, which is the reason 

for 9Fs being barred from running on 

the national network. Apart from the 

cost of the electronics needed to do so, 

and while the curves on the NYMR have 

been eased, there remain some very 

sharp examples just outside Whitby.  

No. 92134 will prove itself very useful 

on the railway’s heaviest trains, notably 

the Pullman dining services.

Built at Crewe, No. 92134 entered 

traffic on May 24, 1957 and was first 

allocated to Saltley, from where it 

worked heavy freight to Gloucester, 

Nuneaton and Derby, and on the Water 

Orton-Glasgow Class C freight, which 

it worked as far as Carlisle via Sheffield 

and Skipton.

However, it spent most of its working 

life at Wellingborough, to which it 

was transferred in December 1957. 

There, along with other 9Fs, it was 

used on Toton to Brent coal trains and 

also headed the weekday service to 

Rotherwood near Sheffield. 

No. 92134 also worked general traffic 

over the Midland Main Line, including 

long-distance work from Carlisle to 

St Pancras.

It was allocated to Leicester Midland 

in February 1964 and in September that 

year it went to Eastleigh Works for its 

last major overhaul. Back at Leicester, 

it headed goods workings all over the 

Midlands and to South Yorkshire and 

Birkenhead in April 1965, from where it 

was withdrawn.

A total of 251 9F 2-10-0s were 

built and nine have survived into 

preservation. No. 92134 is also the oldest 

surviving class member. 
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Locomotiongiftedpioneerhigh-speed freightwagon
AGROUND-BREAKING‘modern’

freight vehiclehasbeendonated to

theLocomotionmuseum.

Thenationally significant

High-SpeedFreightVehicle 1

(HSFV1)hasbeengiven to the

Shildonvenueby theAPT-E-Support

Group following theenforced

closureof theElectric Railway

MuseumatCoventry.

TheHSFV1made international

high-speed travel and freight

carryingpossible. Itwasdeveloped

by theRailwayTechnical Centre

inDerby in the late1960sunder

ProfessorAlanWickens.The

outcomewas thedevelopmentof

newtrains to runconsistently athigh

speedsacross theexistingnetwork.

Thegroupbought thevehicle in

2010andanewhomewas found

with thehelpof ShaneWiltonand

GraemeGleaves fromtheElectric

RailwayMuseum.Senior curator

of rail transport& technologyat

LocomotionAnthonyCoulls said:

“We thank theAPT-ESupport

Group for their kinddonationof this

seminal vehicle.The researchwas

partof thedevelopmentofmodern

rolling stockandwe look forward to

placing it ondisplayat Locomotion

alongside theAPT-E, twoof the

most significant vehiclesof late

20th-century railwaydevelopment.”

Kit SpackmanandPaul Leadley,

of theAPT-ESupportGroup, said:

“HSFV1 is as important tomodern

high-speed rail travelworldwide

asStephenson’s Rocketwas to

railway travel originally. It’s very

pleasing that at long last it’s been

givenaproper recognitionanda

showcase in theNational Railway

Museum’s collection.”

Locomotionwill alsobecome

thenewhome toClass 306

EMUNo. 306107 later this year.

Introduced in 1949andusedon

the electrified suburban lines

betweenShenfield andLondon

Liverpool Street, it hasbeenon

loan to the EastAnglianRailway

Museum.Theunitwill return to

Locomotion for conservation and

for public display.

Meanwhile, the recentwetweather

haddelayed the removalof exhibits

fromtheCoventrymuseum,which

held its final opendayonOctober8.

THEKeighley&WorthValleyRailway

has said farewell toHudswell Clarke

0-6-0TNo. 1704of 1938Nunlowas its

10-year boiler ticket expired.

The line ran a packed four-coach

special, ‘NunlowsNightcap’on

Saturday, April 14 to celebrate 10

years of operation of the locomotive,

whichwas supplied as new to the

G&T Earle CementManufacturers’

works at Hope inDerbyshire, and

whichwas bought by the Bahamas

Locomotive Society in 1969.The

society held a small event at its base

at IngrowonApril 15,Nunlow’s last

steamingday.The firewas then

droppeduntil it can be restored

onceagain.

No German
soldiers at
Levisham event
GERMANsoldiershavebeenbarred

fromtheNorthYorkshireMoorsRailway’s

October12-14Railway inWartimeevent

for fearof falling foulofnewlegislation.

Thehugelypopularevent,which is

nowin its26thyear,haspreviouslyseen

Levishamstationtransformed intothe

German-occupiedFrenchvillageof‘Le

Visham’.However, thatpartof theevent

willnowbediscarded, reportedly tothe

disappointmentofmanyre-enactors.

ANYMRspokesmansaid:“Expectations

currently reflected intherecentEqualities

Actmeanthat thecharitymustavoid

causingoffencetoanysectionof

thepublic.”

In thepast,heritagerailwayshave

bannedthewearingofSSuniformsat

1940sevents, for fearofupsettingtargets

ofNazipersecution.WhenJews,gypsies

andotherethnicgroupsweresent tothe

deathcamps, the last thingtheywould

haveseenas theywerebeingforcedon

andoffdeportationtrainswereguards in

SSuniforms.

However, several lineshavecontinued

todepict‘ordinary’Germantroopsnot

associatedwiththeHolocaust.

The sun setsonNunlow fornow, as it hauls its lastpassenger trainprior tooverhaul.NEIL TERRY PHOTOGRAPHY

Nunlow says farewell for now

ThepioneeringHigh-SpeedFreightVehicle1newlyarrivedat Locomotion.NRM
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IN BRIEF
➜ ESSEX’S Frinton andWalton

HeritageTrust’s railwaymuseum

has been renamed theTrevor

Bright RailwayMuseumafter its

co-founder, the lateTrevor Bright.

Several of Trevor’s relatives and

friends gathered at themuseum

for a ribbon-cutting ceremony

carried out by his widow Jackie. It

is open everyTuesday from10am

to noon until October.

➜ FORMER Stewarts and Lloyds iron

and steel works, Corby, Hawthorn

Leslie 0-6-0ST No. 3837 of 1934

arrived on the Epping Ongar Railway

on April 19. It will be restored to

working order as a long-term project.

➜GWR4-6-0 No. 4920Dumbleton

Hall –waiting in the restoration

queue at the SouthDevon Railway

– has had its isolated siding at

Buckfastleigh reconnected to the

rest of the line after nine years.

➜ THE Furness Railway Trust’s 0-4-0

No. 20 will be running for the last

time at the LocomotionMuseum

in Shildon before it leaves, during

aWonders of Steam Power family

festival onMay 5-7. The event

will also see Robert Stephenson

& Hawthorns1942-built 0-4-0ST

No. 7063 Eustace Forth running.

➜ CLASS 73No. 73210 Selhurst

has arrived at the Ecclesbourne

Valley Railway for restoration and

future use there. Previously on

theMid-Norfolk Railway, it is the

only Gatwick Express Class 73 to

be preserved.

READ THESE AND HUNDREDSMORE EDITIONS

IN THE RAILWAYMAGAZINE ARCHIVE
classicmagazines.co.uk/rmarchive



No. 419 heads the rake of Caledonian Railway
carriages at Bo’ness.BRIAN SHARPE

No. 828 at Boat of Garten on the
Strathspey Railway.BRIAN SHARPE

No. 419 in the latter stage of overhaul at Bo’ness. IAN LOTHIAN

Bo’ness to host 
‘Caley Reunion’

By Robin Jones

THE ‘dream pairing’ of blue-liveried 

Caledonian Railway survivors 812 class 

0-6-0 No. 828 and 493 class 0-4-4T 

No. 419 will be the highlight of the 

Bo’ness & Kinneil Railway’s November 

2-4 autumn gala.

Dubbed the ‘Caley Reunion’, the ‘must 

see’ event will see 1899-built No. 828 

brought from the Strathspey Railway to 

run alongside No. 419, which is nearing 

the end of its overhaul with a return to 

steam pencilled in for June, after being 

out of action for eight years.

Built at St Rollox Works in 1907, No. 419 

is the flagship of the Scottish Railway 

Preservation Society, and was the first 

inhabitant of the society’s Falkirk shed in 

April 1965.

In April, the cab front and rear 

spectacle plates and the cab roof were 

refitted. The mechanicals are complete 

and the boiler cladding installed, the 

water tanks and backhead fittings were 

to be fitted after we closed for press.

When No. 419 re-enters traffic, it 

will be sporting the lighter shade of 

Caledonian blue livery – known as Perth 

blue – which will be a marked change 
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Former City of Birmingham Electric Company Peckett 0-4-0ST No. 1438 of

1916 made its penultimate runs on April 7 at the Appleby Frodingham Railway

Preservation Society’s base at Scunthorpe Steelworks, before being withdrawn

for major overhaul at the end of the month. Sharing duties on the day for the

private charter was Avonside No. 1919Cranford. NamedNechellsNo.1 in 1970, it

moved to Northampton Power Station before being withdrawn in 1975. Initially

preserved at the East Anglian Railway Museum it moved to Scunthorpe in the

early 1990s and was restored there. STUART CHAPMAN

Birkhill station during
the filming of Ordeal by

Innocence in February. BKR

‘Last’ pub railway
under threat again
ByRobinJones

BRITAIN’S‘last’pub railway – which

survived a fire three years ago – may

be forced to close because of a lack

of volunteers.

The 7¼in gauge Fancott Miniature

Railway at the Fancott Arms pub

nearToddington in Bedfordshire

was badly damaged when fire

tore through parts of the premises

on March 3, 2015. Locomotive,

carriages, the engine shed and other

infrastructure were destroyed.

However, it reopened on June 30

that year after well-wishers donated

thousands of pounds and the pub

paid for a new locomotive.

The 1000-yard railway dates back to

1975 when the original 10¼ in gauge

Fancott Light Railway was opened.

It closed in 1986, but 10 years later, a

new 7¼in line was opened by the son

of the pub’s owner.

Operator Ron Stanbridge, 65,

from the Fancott Miniature Railway

Society, has launched an SOS for fresh

volunteers as many of the existing

ones have reached retirement age.

“If we don’t get people in to help,

we will have to close,”he said.

“Anyone can come down and help

who is over the age of 16, as that is

how old you must be to drive a train

on the miniature railway.”

For more information about

volunteering, visit fancottrailway.

co.uk

Elsewhere, a Scottish miniature

railway has found itself in a similar

predicament.The 7 ¼ in gauge

0.8-mile Ness Islands Railway, the

UK’s most northerly public miniature

railway, situated inWhin Park in

Inverness, may be forced to close if no

one can be found to run it.

Founder IanYoung, 75, a former

AirTraining Corps officer and

professional railwayman who has

run it for 35 years, is trying to sell the

railway because of ill health.

He said:“I’ve recently received

a diagnosis which means it will

be impossible for me to continue.

I’m looking for somebody else to

preserve the tradition.”

More details are available at

nessislandsrailway.co.uk

Travel over new
Corris extension
at spring gala
THE Corris Railway will hold its third

spring gala day on Sunday, May 27 – and

will offer the chance to ride over the first

part of the line’s new southern extension.

Passenger and van train services will be

handled by new-build Kerr StuartTattoo

class 0-4-2ST No. 7, and Ruston Hornsby

diesel No. 6, following winter work which

included tyre reprofiling and journals

being trued at theVale of Rheidol, and

Orenstein & Koppel diesel No. 11.

The first locomotive to work during

the revival of the Corris, Simplex

No. 5AlanMeadenwill head some

demonstration works trains and Clayton

battery electric No. 9Aberllefenniwill

perform its usual role of carriage shed

shunter at Maespoeth Junction.

Visitors will be able see components

for steam locomotive No. 10 (currently

under construction at the workshops

of Alan Keef as fund raising permits) at

Maespoeth Junction.

Beyond Maespoeth Junction, the

extended section of track, the first step

on the southern extension of the line,

will be in use giving passengers chances

to ride on this‘new’part of the heritage

era Corris.

There will also be demonstration

gravity trains.

STEAM 
buys Brunel 
instruments
A SET of Isambard Kingdom Brunel’s 

technical drawing instruments has 

been bought at auction by STEAM 

at Swindon.

The instruments, bought with the 

aid of a sizeable contribution from the 

Friends of Swindon Railway Museum 

plus visitor donations, are now on 

display in the Building the Railway 

exhibition area inside an oak case inlaid 

with a brass plate inscribed I K BRUNEL.

Lined with purple velvet, the case

contains individual compartments for

each instrument.

STEAM curator FrancesYeo, said:

“The size of the set suggests these may

have been instruments he took with

him when he travelled across the GWR

railway network.

“These instruments have an excellent

provenance, having been given to the

seller’s grandfather by Brunel’s son

Henry Marc Brunel in 1902.

“These drawing instruments were

the tools of Brunel’s trade.We have a

number of signed Brunel engineering

drawings within the STEAM collections,

which may have been drawn using

these very same instruments.”

The Brunel acquisition coincides with

the opening of two new exhibitions

at the museum:‘The Art of Publicity’

and‘The GWR Publicity Machine’,

celebrating the world-famous GWR

advertising campaigns.

A MAIN road which crosses the

SeatonTramway was blocked after

the catenary wires were brought

down by a digger strapped to the

back of a truck.

It was said that the electric cables

landed on top of another road

vehicle during the incident on the

A3052 Swan Hill Road in Colyford

on April 12.The road was blocked

in both directions for half an hour

and services on the tramway the

following day were cancelled.

A statement from the tramway

said that the incident was caused

by“an over-height HGV loaded

with a digger,”adding that nobody

was injured.

from the darker Caledonian blue that 

it previously carried.

No. 828 last returned to traffic 

after heavy repairs in March 2017. 

Earlier this year, Bachmann Europe 

announced the release of Branchline 

OO scale models of No. 828 for Rails 

of Sheffield, following an agreement 

being reached with the Caledonian 

Railway 828 Trust. It is available in five 

liveries – Caledonian Railway blue (as 

preserved); Caledonian Railway blue 

livery (as originally built), as No. 17566 

in LMS black livery, as No. 57565 

in BR black, early emblem livery 

(weathered) and as No. 57566 in BR 

black with the late crest.

LNER Gresley D49 4-4-0 No. 246 

Morayshire, which is undergoing an 

overhaul at the Llangollen Railway, 

may be back in time for the gala. The 

Darlington, 1928-built locomotive 

will make its first gala outing in LNER 

apple green.

All operational members of the 

home steam fleet are planned to be 

in operation as well.

There will be a mix of both 

passenger and freight workings 

throughout the weekend, along with 

evening and Beerex specials.

Meanwhile, the BKR had another 

TV starring role in the BBC’s Easter 

blockbuster Agatha Christie mystery 

Ordeal by Innocence.

The drama, which was shown over 

three April weekends, was filmed at 

Bo’ness earlier this year. 

Two stations, Bo’ness and Birkhill, 

were used and appeared in episodes 

2 and 3 of the series. The BR Mk.1 red 

and cream-liveried carriages used in 

the scenes made the perfect setting 

for the 1950s period drama. 

The line’s business development 

director Amanda Kilburn said: “We 

never tire of seeing how the directors 

of the many film and TV shows which 

have been filmed here use our railway 

on screen. 

“We’re delighted to be centre stage 

once again in Ordeal By Innocence. 

We’re located just a 40-minute drive 

from Glasgow and Edinburgh and 

hope that seeing our trains and 

stations on the nation’s TV screens will 

encourage more visitors to step back 

in time and come along to experience 

the joys of vintage train travel.”
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An impressionof thenewCentralGallery,whichwill highlight themodern railway

industry.WILKINSON EYRE

Thenewfamily-friendlyopenspaceplanned for theNationalRailwayMuseum’s

SouthYard.WILKINSON EYRE

THE2ft-gauge lineof the

RacecourseColliery at the

BlackCountryMuseum in

Dudleyhadbeenoutof

use for some time,but the

recent refurbishmentof the

collieryhas seen the track

overhauledandbrought

back intouse. Thehorse

anddramare takenalong

the rear armround theback

of theheadstocks,where

thedram isuncoupled

and thehorsewalkedover

to theoutwardarm.The

dram is transferredvia

thewagon turntable, the

horse coupledupand the

wholeensemble returns

towhere it came, this

timewalking in frontof

theheadstocks. Pit pony

Charlie anddramare seen

in frontof theheadstocks,

and the loadeddramon the

wagon turntableonMarch

29.Hopefully thiswill now

becomea regular featureat

themuseum.

ALISTAIR GRIEVE

BR Standard 5MT 4-6-0 No.7 3082

Camelot has been withdrawn from

Bluebell Railway traffic after it failed

while hauling a passenger train out of

Kingscote station on April 17.

The train reversed back into the

station and No. 73082 was kept there

overnight.The next morning, after the

connecting rod was taken off, Class 09

D4106 towed it back to Sheffield Park.

Back in the shed, an examination

revealed that both the left-hand and

right-hand front cylinder covers were

cracked and the left-hand piston head

was broken.

A further examination was underway

to check the condition of the cylinders.

As we closed for press, it appeared that

new covers and a piston head would be

needed.The unique cylinder covers will

require a pattern to be manufactured.

It was hoped that Camelot would be

back in traffic in two to three months.

NRM details plans for £50m facelift
By Robin Jones

THE National Railway Museum has 

released more details of its £50 million 

masterplan to remodel itself and boost 

visitor numbers.

The £12 million first stage of the 

plan will see a complete redisplay 

and reinterpretation of the 8000 sq m 

Great Hall that has remained largely 

unchanged since the NRM opened in 

1975, the creation of a new Open Store 

to display up to 11,000 railway objects 

and an interactive ‘Wonderlab’ gallery  

to help young people to develop 

engineering skills. 

The Science Museum Group wants to 

appoint a full-service exhibition design 

team to remodel the hall, with the aim 

of telling the stories of how railways 

changed the world, with a strong focus 

on the Science, Technology, Engineering 

and Maths (STEM) curriculum. 

The group’s tender seeks responses 

from exhibition design firms that can 

create a dramatic, coherent permanent 

exhibition that does justice to stars 

of the museum’s collection, such as 

Stephenson’s Rocket, world steam 

railway record-holder Mallard and the 

sole Shinkansen Bullet Train outside 

Japan. Long-hidden treasures from the 

museum stores will also be brought 

on display.

Better interpretation
Museum director Judith McNicol said: 

“The Great Hall is one of the largest 

museum exhibition spaces in the UK. The 

current treatment of both the historic 

structure and the exhibition space needs 

updating to be more accessible, with 

better interpretation to bring the many 

railway stories to life for our visitors. 

“This is a challenging, dramatic and 

high-profile project, which will be seen 

and enjoyed by millions of visitors from 

around the world. 

“We are seeking ambitious and 

capable designers that can combine 

a sensitive approach to displaying our 

much-loved railway history with bold 

and imaginative ideas that can help 

redefine what a 21st-century museum 

should look like.”

Once successful firms are in place, 

work is scheduled to start this summer 

with the Great Hall targeted to open to 

the public in late 2021. The Great Hall 

design tender is one of four that will be 

published in the coming weeks, with 

further packages of work covering 

graphic design, catering and retail design 

and exhibition design for Wonderlab.

The results of the wider masterplan  

are scheduled to be ready by 2025 to 

mark the historic 200th anniversary 

of the opening of the Stockton & 

Darlington Railway, the world’s first 

public steam-operated line. 

A new Central Gallery will showcase 

the latest technology and innovations 

from the modern rail industry, while the 

South Yard will be enhanced to provide 

more green space for visitors.

Museum Square, a vibrant new public 

space for the city, will be created, with 

the historic coal drops at its heart. 

To free up space for the development, 

Leeman Road, which currently divides 

the two ‘halves’ of the museum, will  

be diverted on to the new access  

road for the proposed York Central 

development, while traffic will also be 

removed from the Salisbury Terrace area.

More details of the masterplan were 

unveiled on Thursday, April 26, when a 

unique line-up of exhibits highlighting 

the past, present and future of rail travel 

was staged at the York museum.

Futuristic technology
Inside the museum’s Great Hall, 

No. 60103 Flying Scotsman, fresh from  

its recent ‘Great Britain XI’ exploits,  

lined up alongside the Class 88  

electro-diesel Prometheus and Britain’s 

first Hyperloop pod prototype, which 

has been developed at the University  

of Edinburgh. 

The futuristic Hyperloop technology 

could see passenger pods travelling 

inside near-vacuum tubes at speeds of 

up to 650mph and could, on paper at 

least, cut the York to London journey 

times to just 20 minutes. 

The university team has competed 

in several international Hyperloop 

competitions and won a number of 

prestigious awards. The prototype will be 

going on public display at the museum 

later in the year.  

Camelot fails 

on Bluebell 

service train
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HUNSLET Austerity 0-6-0ST No. 3883 Lord Phil is to spend the season on loan at the Epping Ongar Railway and may stay on beyond. Built in 1944 for the War 

Department as Hunslet No. 2868, it was rebuilt as No. 3883 in 1963 as a trial for the Hunslet underfeed stoker and gas producer combustion system. It was also used for 

dynamometer car trials in 1963. It is pictured alongside Metropolitan Railway E class 0-4-4T No. 1 at North Weald on April 8. ANDREW SMITH

North Yorkshire Moors acquires another tamper
THE North Yorkshire Moors Railway’s 

permanent way department has 

acquired a third Plasser & Theurer tamper.

While No. 73307 is similar in 

appearance to the NYMR’s existing 

plain line example No. 73250, No. 73307 

is a switch and crossing tamper and 

is believed to be the only one in 

preservation, the other examples being 

operated by Network Rail contractors.  

The main differences are that No. 73307 

is much more powerful, as it needs to 

be able to lift heavy pointwork to tamp 

beneath it, and it has an extra cab in 

the middle for operators to observe the 

tamping heads in action. It also has half 

as many tamping heads as the plain line 

machine, so although it is capable of 

doing plain line work, it is much slower 

on this type of duty.

An advantage of having both types 

of machine is that when renewal work 

involves tamping plain line right up to 

pointwork, great care has to be taken 

to ‘ramp out’ the plain line machine to 

ensure all slews and lifts are gone, else 

it could leave large voids under the 

sleepers or poor horizontal alignment 

just in front of the pointwork.  

Another advantage of the additional 

machine is that it will provide added 

coverage for when renewals need to be 

completed to a deadline. This proved to 

be the case earlier this year when bad 

weather and some mechanical problems 

meant that some newly-laid track had to 

be tamped 24 hours or fewer before the 

first of the Tornado trips ran.

No. 73307 is the NYMR’s third Plasser 

& Theurer tamper, the first being 

No. 07214, which did see some use 

but was scrapped when No. 73250 

was acquired. It was used to provide 

spares for No. 73250, which is a more 

sophisticated machine. The NYMR also 

has a smaller machine, a Unimog-based 

tamper that has yet to see service on the 

heritage line.
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To theManorborn:No. 7814FringfordManordeparts fromWhitland
with theDown ‘PembrokeCoast Express’ fromLondonPaddington

on the last legof its 205-mile journey toPembrokeDockon July8, 1963.
Anameplate fromthe4-6-0,whichwasbuilt at Swindon in1939

andwithdrawn in1965,will begoingunder thehammerat a
GWRailwayanaauctionon July14.NORMAN PREEDY ARCHIVE

ByGeoffCourtney

ACOLLECTIONofmore than100mainly

GWRsteam locomotivenameplates,

cabsideandsmokeboxnumberplates,

shedandworksplates,models,

signallingequipment, andother

memorabilia, is togounder thehammer

at twoGWRailwayanaauctions in July

andNovember.

Thecollectionwasamassedby former

railwaymanandGWRenthusiastGerald

Payne,whodiedearlier this year aged

69, and isdescribedbyGWRailwayana’s

SimonTurner as“oneof themost

significantwehaveeverbeenasked

to sell in termsof variety, quality

andquantity.”

Simon,whohimself livesdeep in

formerGWRterritory inWorcestershire,

saidGerald, awidower, had the items

ondisplay throughouthishome in

Tilehurst, Reading.“It is great forus to

beasked to sell the collection, quite

a scoop.”

The first tranche tobe sold in July

includes fivenameplates, comprising

CountyofOxford fromNo. 1023,

St.MawesCastle (No. 5018),Fringford

Manor (No. 7814),RunterHall (No. 7919),

and,bywayof adiversion fromtheGWR

theme,CharlesDickens fromStandard

BritanniaPacificNo. 70033.

The fourGWRrepresentativeswere

built at Swindonvariouslybetween

1932and1950andwithdrawnbetween

1963-65 from, respectively, Shrewsbury

(89A), Reading (81D),Gloucester

HortonRoad (85B), andOxford (81F),

while theplate fromNo.5018will be

making its first appearanceat auction.

No. 70033emerged fromCreweworks

inDecember1952andwas takenout

of service in July1967whensheddedat

CarlisleKingmoor (12A).

Among the10GWRcabside

numberplates is 1023,whichwill be sold

separately from itsmatchingnameplate,

theothersbeing frommainly avarietyof

0-6-0PTsbut alsoa2-8-0T, two2-6-2Ts,

anda2-6-0.

The six smokeboxnumberplates set

togounderSimonTurner’s hammerare

fromthreeGWR0-6-0PTs, aGWR 2-6-2T,

and two interlopers –SRKingArthur

No. 30448SirTristramandWD8F2-8-0

No. 90708.

AnotherWDclass locomotivealso

features in themodels section in the

formof5ingauge live steam2-10-0

No. 90774whichSimondescribedas

“stunning”.Other live steammodels in

the samegaugeareNo. 7817Garsington

Manor, twoGWRtanks, andLNERClass

D16‘ClaudHamilton’4-4-0No. 8787 (BR

No. 62618).

Thereare threeSwindonworksplates

dated1951/52/54, andmiscellaneous

items includeapair ofGWRwhistles, an

LMSStanierhooterwhistle, aGWRdual

lineblock instrumentandcowbell block

bell,WesternRegionposterboards, and

thenameboard fromHampsteadNorris

signalbox, a stationon theGWRDidcot-

Newbury line thatopened in1882and

closed in1962.

“What is sodelightful about the

collection is that, althoughGerald

wasaGWRdevotee, healso collected

railwayana fromotherBigFour

companies andBR regions, andeven

modern imagesigns,”saidSimon.

The first auctionof thecollection

is at PershoreHighSchoolon July14

andstarts at 10am, and the second,

whichwill include three further

GWRnameplates, 12 cabsideandsix

smokeboxnumberplates, plus shedand

worksplates,will beonNovember17.

➜A full previewofGWRailwayana’s

July14auctionwill bepublished in

nextmonth’s railwayanacolumn.

THESnaefellMountainRailway resumed

servicesonMarch29 followinga seven-

month suspensiononsafetygrounds.

Thetramwaywasclosedfollowinga

HealthandSafetyatWork Inspectorate

investigation intoarunawaytramon

August4 lastyear.

Abrake failedonthetram’sdownwards

journeyand it spedacrossMountain

RoadatTheBungalowbeforethecrew

finallymanagedtostop itusingthe

traditionalhand-operatedFellbrake.

Nobodywas injured,but the incident led

tothe linebeingclosedforsafety reasons.

Astatement fromtheManx

Departmentof Infrastructuresaid

changes tothe independentbraking

systemsonthetramshavebeen

completedandthetestdata reviewed

bytheHealthandSafetyatWork

Inspectorateandabrakespecialist.

HealthandSafetyatworkhead

BernardWaldensaid thatadditional

controlmeasuresare inplaceto improve

thesafetyof therailwayandthesewill

beenhanced,assoonaspossible,by

the installationofmoremodernfailsafe

brakingandcontrol systems.

Snaefell Mountain Railway trams run again after brake work

Major Great Western Railway
collection set for July auction
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WatfordMarri
back on track

Uphill task: FormerSRUSAclassNo. 30070nears the topofTenterdenbankon the

Kent&East SussexRailwaywithaSantaSpecial onDecember9 last year,wearing

the liveryof LongmoorMilitaryRailwayNo.300, inwhichguise it hadappeared

onlydaysbefore followingamajoroverhaul. The1942-built 0-6-0T is tobeoneof

the stars at a1940sgalaonMay19-20 thatwill includeaSpitfire air displayand

other attractions recalling theyearsduringandafter thewar.GEOFF COURTNEY

ByGeoffCourtney

THEdistinctivesoundofaRolls-Royce

Merlin-enginedSpitfireaircraft,

Churchillianspeeches,militaryvehicles,

andsteam-hauledpassenger trains,

will reverberatearoundthetownof

TenterdenontheweekendofMay19-20,

as theKent&EastSussexRailwayholdsa

1940sgala thatwillbringbackmemories

to localsandvisitorsofacertainage.

Trainswill runevery45minutes

betweenTenterdenandBodiam,with

twoof therostered locomotives,0-6-0T

No.300FrankSRossand0-6-0STNo.25

Northiam, bothappropriatelyhaving

strongmilitary links.

The formerwasbuiltbyVulcan Iron

WorksofPennsylvania in1942for the

UnitedStatesArmyCorpsofEngineers

andshippedacross theAtlantic to

operate in theUKasWarDepartment

No.1960until theendof theSecond

WorldWar. Itwas thensoldtothe

SouthernRailwaytobecomeamember

of theUSAclassasNo.70,became

No.30070afterNationalisation,and in

1963wastransferredtodepartmental

stock, tobefinallywithdrawnin1967and

purchasedbythethenembryonicKent&

EastSussexRailway.

LastDecember it returnedtotraffic

afteroverhaul in theguise–andblue

livery–ofLongmoorMilitaryRailway

No.300,anothermemberof theclass

that remained intheUKafter thewar

and inthe1950soperatedonthe line

inHampshire.

No.25wasacomparative latecomer

tothesteamscene,havingbeenbuilt

in1953byHunsletEngineCoofLeeds

(worksNo.3797) for theWarDepartment.

ItworkedatvariousArmy locations,

includingtheLongmoorMilitaryRailway

in1957,andarrivedat theKESR in

1977fromtheCommandOrdnance

DepotatBicester,where ithadbeen

namedSapper.

Otherhighlightsof the1940seventwill

includeSpitfire flyingdisplaysonboth

days–weatherpermitting–aWinston

Churchill actorand, incontrast,Viv the

spivwithhiswartimeblackmarket

goods,andatTenterdentherewill alsobe

1940sgroupsanddancers,vintagestalls

sellingauthenticclothingandaccessories

of theperiod,andair raidprecaution

teamsprovidingan insight into lifeonthe

homefront.

Vintagemilitaryandcivilianvehicles

willbeondisplayatbothTenterden

andBodiam,andthe latter stationwill

additionally feature interactiveLand

Armydisplaysandactivities, aDesert

Rats’encampmentdisplaywithweapons

andJeeps,popular1940s tunes,plusa

vintagepop-uptearoom.

Passengerswillbegiventheirown

identitycardswhichallowunlimited

travelalldayat£18foradultsand£12for

children,while family ticketsarepriced

at£38.

Spitfire above, steam
trains below – KESR’s
set to step back in time

MID-HANTSRailway-basedBR Ivatt

2MT2-6-2TNo.41312willbemaking its

firstvisit to theDeanForestRailway for

theJune15-17gala. It is the first timethat

anymemberof theclasshas runthere.

No.41312wasbuiltatCrewe inMay

1952andspent itsentireworkingcareer

ontheSouthernRegion.Classmembers

werenicknamedMickeyMousetanks

duetotheplacingof route indicatordiscs

either sideof thesmokeboxthat then

looked likeears.

Mickey Mouse
for Forest gala

STEAM locomotiveMarrihas returned

to theWatfordMiniatureRailway in

CassioburyParkafterbeing restored to

workingorder after 15years.

BasedonBaldwinprototypes, it

has‘WildWest’features suchasa

cowcatcher andbell.

Built byWillis Light Engineeringof

Perth in1993, itwas flown to theUK in

theholdof a jumbo jet, and ran for the

first timeatWatford theday it landed

atHeathrow.
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Trial fitting of the doorplate and 

backhead of the inverted boiler for 

No. 6880 at Tyseley Locomotive Works 

in early March. CHRIS MOORE

Work taking place on the right-hand 

cylinder cladding on No. 6880 Betton 

Grange at Llangollen in early March. 

LYNN MOORE

The tender earmarked for GWR 2-8-0 No. 3814 in the latter stages of overhaul inside the workshops at Llangollen. 

Agreement has been reached for it to run with No. 6880 Betton Grange while its owner’s locomotive is still undergoing 

restoration. Little is known about this vehicle, other than it is a genuine GWR Collett 4000 gallon vehicle, with a six ton coal 

capacity – its number and its operating history remain a mystery. What is known is that it was bought from BR departmental 

use, possibly by the owners of West Country No. 34007, before being sold to its present owner, who also owns a Churchward 

3500 gallon tender in unrestored condition. QUENTIN MCGUINNESS

Grange team agrees tender hire
By Robin Jones

THE builder of the 81st Grange, the 

Betton Grange Society, has secured a 

hire agreement that will see a genuine 

GWR tender paired with its locomotive 

for use on heritage railways from 2019.

No. 6880 Betton Grange, which 

incorporates the boiler from former 

Barry 10 Modified Hall No. 7972 

Willington Hall, and components from 

other GWR locomotives – including 

4-6-0 No. 5952 Cogan Hall, which is 

also owned by the group – should be 

steamed for the first time by the end of 

this year.

When the time comes, the tender 

earmarked for use with GWR 2-8-0 

No. 3814, which is undergoing 

restoration at the North Yorkshire Moors 

Railway, will be available to work with 

the Grange as completion of No. 3814 is 

still some years away.

Owner Peter Robinson moved the 

Collett 4000 gallon tender to Llangollen 

in order that its own restoration could 

be completed there. With some work 

still remaining to be done on behalf 

of the owner by contractor Llangollen 

Railway Engineering, volunteers from 

the Betton Grange Society will paint the 

completed tender in the matching lined 

BR green livery it has been decided to 

run No. 6880 in for the initial part of its 

first 10-year ‘ticket’.  The arrangement 

will see a hire fee paid to Peter each 

time that Betton Grange is steamed, 

earning much-needed funds towards 

the completion of No. 3814, which 

itself is due to move to Llangollen for its 

restoration to be progressed, while the 

society will get to operate its locomotive 

without having to complete the 

construction of its own tender first. 

Around £120,000 will be needed to 

complete a new tender and overhaul 

the chassis of the genuine GWR item it 

already owns.

Advanced stage
Restoration of the boiler for No. 6880 is 

almost finished at Tyseley Locomotive 

Works with work on the firebox at an 

advanced stage. The unexpected cost of 

a new front section of the boiler barrel 

has been offset by the news that around 

80% of the original firebox stays are 

suitable for further use. 

A delay in the delivery to Tyseley of 

a piece of tooling which will facilitate 

the attachment to the rest of the boiler 

means delivery of the boiler has been 

similarly delayed. However, a generous 

offer from haulier Andrew Goodman 

of Moveright International will now 

see the locomotive’s chassis taken to 

Tyseley, rather than the boiler first going 

to Llangollen, where the engineering 

team will better be able to ensure that 

the boiler is a true fit for the newly 

constructed frames.

This in turn should see the locomotive 

returned to Llangollen with the boiler 

installed in the frames and ready for 

final plumbing and completion of cab 

fittings. A new smokebox, ashpan and 

grate are also on order and expected to 

be delivered shortly.

The society’s 225 Boiler Club appeal, 

to which Heritage Railway magazine 

was the first contributor when it 

was launched three years ago at 

Llangollen’s Steel, Steam and Stars IV, 

has reached its £225,000 target and the 

funding of the boiler is now therefore 

complete, although money is still 

required for a full set of superheater 

elements, which weren’t included in the 

original estimate.

Meanwhile, No. 6880 Betton Grange 

has been invited to join the provisional 

pool of locomotives for Vintage Trains’ 

‘Shakespeare Express’ programme 

between Birmingham and Stratford-

upon-Avon. The Tyseley-based 

organisation has recently applied 

for a Train Operating Company 

licence, and has launched a major 

share issue to help set it up. At the 

moment an ‘agreement in principle’ 

has been reached between the two 

organisations, as No. 6880 will first 

need to operate successfully at the 

Llangollen Railway and other preserved 

lines, before it can apply for main line 

certification. 

Always an aspiration
Spokesman Paul Appleton told Heritage 

Railway: “It will be at least a couple of 

years before we can even consider 

going main line, but this has always 

been an aspiration since fundraising 

first started. We hope to be running at 

Llangollen next year, then who knows? 

“We still need to build a tender to 

main line standards, and then there 

is the small matter of all the electrical 

gizmos we need to fit, and that is going 

to be very expensive. No doubt we 

will have to make a separate appeal 

for funds in order to do that. For now 

though, let’s just focus on getting the 

locomotive finished.”

Although it is planned to light a fire in 

No. 6880’s firebox before the year end, 

it is not anticipated that the locomotive 

will be ready to pull trains until spring 

2019 at the earliest. Funds are still 

needed to finish work on the bottom 

end, with two new main steam pipes 

also needing to be funded. 

➜ Anyone interested in inding out 

more about the project, or who can 

help close the remaining funding gap, 

is invited to go to www.6880.co.uk
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A CAMPAIGN has been launched

to raise £350,000 to buy a pub

with close links to the dawn of

steam railways.

Great Aycliffe independent

town councillor Paul Symons

wants to reopen the Grade II listed

Locomotion No 1, which stands

opposite the platform of unmanned

Heighington station on the Tees

Valley line.

The station was part of the

Stockton & Darlington Railway and

was where its first steam engine,

George and Robert Stephenson’s

LocomotionNo.1,was placed on the

tracks in 1825.

It hauled the first train on what

was the world’s first public

steam-operated railway on

September 27 that year.

Since it closed, the pub, which was

named in honour of the locomotive,

has been badly vandalised both

inside and out.

Coun Symons has approached

businesses on the nearby Aycliffe

Business Park for support and

has met with the Friends of the

Stockton and Darlington Railway.

He said:“I just want to get it back

to having meals, entertainment and

events for the community and save

and help a historic building for the

area and for the railway.”

➜An appeal for money to restore

and reopen the pub has been

set up at crowdfunder.co.uk/

refurbishment-of-a-historical-train-

station

Landslip closes Lynton cliff line
A COMBINATION of the recent very wet

conditions and freezing easterly winds

is thought to be the cause of a landslip

which closed the Lynton & Lynmouth

Cliff Railway on April 3.

Operator the Lynmouth and Lynton

Lift Co. said there were no injuries to

passengers, visitors or staff, and no

damage to the carriages.

The company brought in rope

access specialists and contractors to

work alongside the line’s engineers to

remove the debris and restabilise the

offending section of bank. The railway

reopened in mid-April following the

remedial works.

By Phil Marsh

FRIDAY the 13th proved to be a lucky 

day for Chinnor & Princes Risborough 

Railway when it ran its first train into the 

new platform at Princes Risborough 

in April.

Following the major track lift and 

relocation overnight on March 10/11, 

as highlighted last month, the CPRR 

infrastructure team bolted together the 

track panels and reconnected the new 

platform 4 line to the sidings south of 

Princes Risborough station.

This move made it possible for trains 

to access the new platform running 

via the existing line used for passenger 

services and then reversing from 

the sidings.

Ready for first train
The track was connected on Friday, 

April 6, the last panels connected on 

Monday, April 9 and declared ready 

for its first train. The track had been 

aligned to the platform with sleeper 

ends ballasted for stability, ready for 

the first train movement, a three-

wagon ballast train running from 

Chinnor behind Class 08 No. 08825 

arriving just before noon on April 13.

The locomotive was detached from 

the wagons and run along the new line 

at caution as a gauging run, running 

to just north of the new platform to a 

temporary stop board.

It then set back into the sidings to 

retrieve the wagons which proceeded 

to drop ballast on the line. There is still 

much work to be done before the first 

passenger train is able to operate.

The main work is the track slew from 

the temporary stop board, including 

installing a point to the existing 

running line.

No date has been set for the opening, 

but a spokesman for the CPRR 

said: “Barring unforeseen events or 

equipment failure, the summer holidays 

could see the start of services into 

what will then be the nearest main line 

connected heritage railway interchange 

with the national rail network 

to London.”

It also will bring an operational steam 

railway – in the conventional sense as 

opposed to a working museum – to 

Buckinghamshire for the first time, given 

that Princes Risborough is in that county.

The Watlington branch, of which the 

CPRR covers part, closed to passengers 

on July 1, 1957, and the route to Thame 

(and Oxford), which used the same 

platform at Princes Risborough, closed 

on January 7, 1963.

Largest surviving
Built in 1904, Princes Risborough 

North signalbox, at the northern 

end of platform 3, is the largest 

surviving GWR box. It closed in 1991 

but became a Grade II listed building 

after a successful public campaign to 

save it from demolition.

The Chinnor & Princes Risborough 

Railway Association agreed with 

Network Rail, allowing them to maintain 

the box and undertake restoration work 

after a period of neglect left it damaged 

by weather and vandals. 

Facelift continues on 
County Donegal Meenglas
WORK is now well underway on 

the cosmetic restoration of County 

Donegal Railways 2-6-4T No. 4 

Meenglas, in the award-winning Railway 

Preservation Society of Ireland’s 

Whitehead workshops.

Metalwork on the tanks is being 

replaced, with the cab and bunker 

stripped down to remedy extensive 

corrosion, while work is also being done 

to the boiler and footplate.

The £45,000 restoration is being 

carried out by Heritage Engineering 

Ireland on behalf of Destined, the charity 

which works with and for disabled 

people, and which has taken over 

Londonderry’s Foyle Valley Railway 

Museum on a long lease from Derry & 

Strabane District Council.

When the restoration is complete, 

Meenglas, which had been on static 

display outdoors since 1989, will be 

plinthed at a new, more prominent 

location beside the Letterkenny Road 

outside the museum building, to help 

promote the museum itself.

The project has also included work 

on the locomotive’s history with local 

schools and a publication on the life and 

times of Meenglas is planned as a result.

County Donegal Railways 2-6-4T No.4 Meenglas in the Railway Preservation 

Society of Ireland’s Whitehead workshops. HUGH DOUGHERTY

Help save Locomotion No.1 – the pub!

Ballast being dropped on the day that the first train ran into the Chinnor & Princes 

Risborough Railway’s new platform at Princes Risborough. ANDREW ROYLE

It’s lucky Friday the 13th for 
Princes Risborough extension!

22 Heritagerailway.co.uk Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway

NEWS



THE East Somerset Railway is looking

to appoint an education officer as work

starts on creating a learning centre.

The railway, founded by the late

international wildlife artist David

Shepherd, won a £46,500 grant from

the Heritage Lottery Fund, which will

also be used to restore the former GWR

station at Cranmore, with the Down

platform, demolished by BR in the 1950s,

being rebuilt.

Project manager Gary Amos said:“An

important part of the project is making

the wonderful heritage that we have here

more accessible to the public.

“We are therefore looking for someone

to help us devise the best ways of

presenting what we have to schools and

groups, as well as the public in general.”

Anybody interested in the position

is invited to email their CV to

info@eastsomersetrailway.com

Cranmore seeks an education officer

Stephen Lewin 0-4-0ST No. 18 of 1863 in action at the Great North Steam Fair at Beamish Museum on April 8, between Head Wrightson 0-4-0VBT ‘Coffee Pot’ of 1871 

and South Durham Steel & Iron Co 0-4-0ST Malleable No. 5 of 1890 awaiting restoration. CHRIS GEE

Pete Waterman (third 

from left) launches 

Tracking Our Heritage 

with (from left) the 

project’s Catherine 

Croney, Mick Bond 

of the Peak Rail 

Association, project 

manager Richard 

Godley, plus Roy 

Mckinley and David 

Lathrope of the 

Derwent & Wye Valley 

Railway Trust.

NIGEL CORLETT

Lottery grant boosts 
Peak line history project
A NEW project is seeking help from 

local communities as it compiles a new 

history of the Midland Railway main line 

between Derby and Manchester.

The first phase of the Derwent & Wye 

Valley Railway Trust project has just 

received £10,000 from the Heritage 

Lottery Fund for the Tracking Our 

Heritage project.

The money will allow dedicated 

research to explore and record the oral 

histories of former employees of the 

section of the railway that ran between 

Matlock and Rowsley, former commuters 

as well as volunteers who have worked 

on the route since it was relaunched 

as Peak Rail four decades ago, with the 

intention of rebuilding it from Buxton 

to Matlock.

Peak Rail president Pete Waterman 

unveiled the project in mid April. He 

said: “It’s important we don’t lose our 

history. The spoken word is the best way 

to record events. People’s memories 

are fantastic and you find out stuff they 

would have never written down.”

Project manager Richard Godley said: 

“Tracking Our Heritage will engage the 

local communities of Matlock, Darley 

Dale and Rowsley in uncovering local 

heritage based around the section of 

the former mainline railway by working 

with people of many ages so they 

can enjoy learning together through 

intergenerational events.

“Young people, schools, and volunteers 

will produce a ‘timeline’ history of the 

heritage railway operation and the 

former mainline railway using a variety 

of media. The project will hold ‘show and 

tell’ events where people can bring along 

memorabilia, share stories and exchange 

memories, which will all be recorded.”

People are being encouraged to share 

their memories at two free ‘show and 

tell’ events which are being held from 

11am-3pm on April 28 at Peak Rail’s 

Darley Dale station museum and from 

11am-3pm on June 9 at the Matlock 

Town Council offices.

The first section of the line between 

Derby and Ambergate opened in 1840. 

When the entire route was completed, 

it included major examples of Victorian 

engineering like the viaducts of Miller’s 

Dale and Monsal Dale. It was closed 

in 1968.

The Derwent Valley & Wye Railway 

Trust aims to obtain, restore, preserve 

and operate a representative collection 

of heritage railway buildings, structures, 

rolling stock and artefacts for use by 

exhibitions and for the education of the 

public in the infrastructure, management 

and the operation of railways between 

Ambergate and Buxton.
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Appeal for help to 
bring BR shunter 
back from Italy

Left: Visiting from the South Devon 

Railway, London Transport 0-6-0PT 

L94 works past Waterside Caravan 

Park, Goodrington on the Dartmouth 

Steam Railway on April 18. |
JAMIE SQUIBBS

One of the new cylinder blocks for

No. 3850. SHAKESPEARE CASTINGS

Class 04 shunter D2289 in its red Lonato steelworks livery in Italy.HST

By Robin Jones

THE Heritage Shunters Trust has 

launched a £15,000 appeal to bring back 

a Class 04 shunter from Italy.

A supporter has already agreed 

to fund the purchase price of the 

locomotive, D2289, but extra money is 

now needed for transport costs.

Isle of Sheppey company 

Shipbreaking (Queenborough) 

exported around 15 redundant Class 

03, 04, 06 and 07 shunters to industrial 

buyers in Italy in the early seventies, 

including D2289, when went to the 

continent in April 1972. 

It was bought by the Acciaierie di 

Lonato SpA, Lonato steel works in 

Brescia, and was still being used as 

recently as October 2009.

The steelworks has since become a 

sugar warehouse and although D2289 

was stored there, it was no longer 

in use.

The buyer of D2289 – the last existing 

Drewry 04 that made it into Rail blue 

livery – has said that he wants to base 

it at Rowsley on Peak Rail, where the 

Heritage Shunters Trust collection is 

based. 

If it cannot be found a plce there, 

the trust ill find a home for it on 

another railway.

It was understood that he bought the 

locomotive for in excess of £20,000.

Meanwhile, the trust’s Dawn of the 

Summer Shunter Hunter gala on May 

12-13 will see the return of its Class 14 

D9525 and its unique Class 06 as D2420 

in its new BR green livery. It will be the 

first time in over 30 years an 06 has been 

seen in green!

➜ Anyone who is willing to help  

meet the transport costs of  

bringing D2289 back to  

Britain is invited to call 

0114 242 4405 or 07868706156, 

email syr_03099@yahoo.co.uk  

or write to 22 Newman Road, 

Wincobank, Sheffield, S9 1LP.

Does Minehead need bigger engines?
THE West Somerset Railway has asked 

its stakeholders if funds should be sought 

to develop the heritage line so that it can 

regularly accommodate large engines.

The question has been asked in the 

plc company’s draft Corporate Plan for 

2018-2023.

The railway has asked stakeholders as 

to what extent timetabled trains should 

be cancelled to accommodate incoming 

charter trains which bring in more money.

WSR vice chairman Frank Courtney said: 

“The board decided it was time to review 

the way the railway developed and is 

consulting on a new Corporate Plan.  

A key element of this is the recruitment of 

more volunteers.

“At the same time as retaining its 

heritage role WSR needs to move 

with the times and follow modern 

business practices.

“The railway needs to look ahead and 

ensure that the business continues to 

grow over the next several years.

“Given the present uncertain economic 

situation this is no easy task, but given 

that one way or another, the railway 

has survived for the well over 100 years, 

the directors are confident that the 

West Somerset Railway has a bright and 

exciting future.”

Alex de Mendoza of the Minehead Rail 

Link Group, which has been pressing for 

regular services on and off the main lnie 

to the resort, said: “I was pleased to see the 

stakeholder consultation. We have had 

productive meetings with Great Western 

Railway and the WSR and we are starting 

to speak the same language.”

The railway is now a £3 million business 

and is the largest employer in West 

Somerset. 

➜ Anyone interested in volunteering 

is invited call the WSR office 01643 

704996.

New cylinder 
blocks for 2884 
class
DINMORE Manor Locomotive 

Ltd have had the irst of the new 

cylinder blocks cast for Collett 

2-8-0 No. 3850.  

This is believed to be the first 

time that a cylinder has been cast 

for a 2884 class locomotive since 

the end of production at Swindon 

in 1942. 

The casting took place at 

Shakespeare Castings using 

a pattern created by Premier 

Patterns.  The boiler to be used 

on No. 3850 (previously on 

sister No. 3845) is now being 

refurbished by Ian Riley & Son 

whilst work continues on the 

bottom end at Toddington on 

the Gloucestershire Warwickshire 

Railway, with parts being 

machined where necessary at 

DMLL’s private location.
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Venerable power: Former Lancashire & Yorkshire Railway Class 27 No. 1300 sports its final BR guise of No. 52322 as it heads a demonstration freight train at Burrs 

Country Park near Bury on the East Lancashire Railway in October 1995. The 0-6-0 was built at Horwich in 1896 and withdrawn in 1960 after 64 years’ service with the 

LYR, LMS and BR. BRIAN SHARPE

Summer holiday in Kent for 
northern steam locomotive
By Geoff Courtney

WHEN the fire of Lancashire & Yorkshire 

Railway Class 27 No. 1300 was lit for the 

very first time 122 years ago, Queen 

Victoria still had five years of her long 

reign remaining, the Prime Minister 

was the Marquess of Salisbury and 

the world’s first mass production car, 

the Ford Model T, was more than a 

decade away.

The 0-6-0, designed by L&Y chief 

mechanical engineer John Aspinall 

for freight operations and one of a 

class of nearly 500 locomotives, was 

built at Horwich and entered traffic in 

January 1896, becoming LMS No. 12322 

after Grouping in 1923 and No. 52322 

following Nationalisation in 1948.

Like so many examples of Victorian 

engineering, it was built to last and it 

gave 64 years of service before being 

withdrawn by BR from the Oldham shed 

of Lees (26E) in August 1960. Rather 

than having an appointment with the 

cutter’s torch however, it was saved 

for preservation by a Lancashire civil 

engineering company and now enjoys 

life on the East Lancashire Railway in the 

ownership of Andy Booth.

That life is to take a temporary new 

turn, for the venerable locomotive 

is travelling the furthest south it has 

ever been to spend the summer on 

the Spa Valley Railway in Kent, where 

the novelty of a thoroughly northern 

engine in south-eastern surroundings 

will doubtless delight visitors and local 

enthusiasts alike. Once it has arrived in 

Tunbridge Wells it will get straight down 

to work, hauling its first trains on May 5. 

Spa Valley general manager Jonnie 

Wesson has outlined a busy schedule for 

the 0-6-0, including a star appearance 

at the railway’s summer festival on the 

weekend of June 30/July 1.

“No. 52322 is the only remaining 

member of a once 484-strong class 

and it will be the furthest south it has 

ever operated since its construction,” he 

said. “In addition to featuring heavily at 

the festival, it is planned to operate the 

majority of our standard timetabled 

services between May and August.”

The railway is based at Tunbridge Wells 

West station, home to a four-road depot 

that was opened in 1891 and is the only 

former LBSCR shed (75F in BR days) still 

in use. The five-mile line runs via High 

Rocks and Groombridge stations to 

Eridge, where it has a direct link with the 

national network to London Bridge.

Its steam fleet includes three former 

BR locomotives – A1X ‘Terrier’ 0-6-0T 

No. 32650 Sutton, LMS ‘Jinty’ 0-6-0T 

No. 47493 and LNER J94 class 0-6-0ST 

No. 68077. 

The A1X was built at Brighton in 

1876, making it 20 years older than its 

northern-based summer guest, meaning 

it and the Class 27 have a combined age 

of no fewer than 264 years.

The Spa Valley diesel fleet includes 

shunters D3489 and 15224, and Class 33 

Nos. 33063 (D6583), 33065 (D6585) and 

33201 (D6586).

New top engineer for Llangollen Railway
THE Llangollen Railway has appointed Tim 

Pulford as its chief civil and mechanical 

engineer following on from the reorganisation 

of the line’s senior management structure of 

the railway. 

The CCME post is new and follows the 

appointment earlier this year of Liz McGuinness 

as business manager to head the railway’s 

commercial division.  

Tim has a strong engineering background 

– a graduate of Brunel University, much of his 

experience has been gained in the automotive 

industry, most recently as a chief engineer for 

a global automotive consultancy, managing 

and delivering a wide range of design,

test and development projects for vehicle 

manufacturers worldwide. He is an Associate of 

the Institute of Mechanical Engineers.

Llangollen Railway plc director Robert 

Bettley-Smith said: “Tim’s appointment, from 

outside the heritage railway sector, will bring 

additional expertise to the railway and add 

another dimension to the railway’s existing, and 

excellent, skill base.”

Tim said: “I am highly impressed with their 

can do attitude and, for example, last Thursday 

I visited the site of the new Corwen station, 

which is being built by a team of volunteers, 

and their achievements are best described  

as ‘impressive’.”

London tram saviour 

honoured at Seaton

A SEATON Tramway tram has been dedicated to the 

memory of the local man who rescued it from a farmyard.

Gordon Langford, a music composer, arranger 

and pianist of international renown, who died last 

year, salvaged the 1904-built double decker London 

Metropolitan tram body, being used as a chicken coop 

on a farm just outside London, in the late 1950s.

Its renovation involved taking off the top deck and 

reducing the width of the tram so it could run on the 

narrower gauge track. It became Tram No. 14 and was 

nicknamed ‘Gordon’s Tram’.

In April commemorative plaques were placed on it 

in recognition of Gordon’s achievements and unveiled 

in the presence of his son Philip and daughter Joanna.

Gordon had lived in Seaton since 1970.
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The Statfold Barn Railway’s overhaul of Bagnall 0-4-2T Gelert has been completed and the 1953-built locomotive is back in traffic on its Welsh Highland Heritage Railway 

home. Meanwhile, the WHHR has taken a leaf out of the Vale of Rheidol’s history book, from the time the line was run by British Rail and the locomotives and coaches were 

painted in blue with double arrow logo. The WHHR has now painted its guard’s van in the BR livery of the period, complete with the logo. JOHNHUGHES/WHHR

THE Somerset & Dorset Railway Trust’s Prussian 

blue-liveried Peckett 0-4-0ST Kilmersdon will be 

based on the Helston Railway until early 2019 and 

will be the first steam locomotive to haul a train over 

part of the GWR branch in 55 years.

Built in 1929, what was the last steam locomotive 

to work the Somerset coalfield and which is based 

at Washford station on the West Somerset Railway, 

will make its Cornish debut at the line’s 1940s event 

on May 27-28. 

The locomotive spent its working life at 

Kilmersdon Colliery in North Somerset and now 

gives shunting demonstrations during WSR 

gala events.

With the restoration to working order of 

Portsmouth City Museum’s 1949-built Peckett 

0-4-0ST No. 2100 William Murdoch likely to be 

completed within months, there is now the 

prospect of the normally diesel-operated Helston 

Railway having two locomotives in steam later this 

year, with a special event being held.

Meanwhile, BR Mk.1 Suburban coach E31147 has 

arrived at the Helston Railway on long-term loan 

from the South Devon Railway. 

Helston Railway marketing director Ben 

Harding said: “This is a major milestone reached 

in the railway’s development towards the goal of 

establishing a regular passenger service on the line.”

Second engine to return to steam  
on Cornwall’s Helston Railway

ORIGINAL parts from Saltburn-by-the-Sea’s 1884-built 

funicular railway have been discovered during its 

ongoing refurbishment. 

Due to the age of Britain’s oldest water-balanced 

tramway, numerous items have had to be repaired or 

replaced following detailed investigations.

However, some components from the time it was 

first built have been found and restored when possible, 

including original cast-iron fittings.

Saltburn clif railway work 
uncovers original parts
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‘Irrational’WolvertonWorks demolition for HighCourt hearing
By Phil Marsh

THEcontroversialdemolitionof

WolvertonWorks is tobechallenged

intheHighCourt.

OnApril4,HistoricEngland

announcedthat itsapplicationfora

JudicialReviewchallengingMilton

KeynesCouncil’sdecisiontogrant

planningpermissiontoproperty

developerandownerStModwenhad

beengranted.Thehearing isset for

May23.

Thecouncilapprovedthe

firm’splanningapplication in

November2017.

Leave to proceed
Astatement fromHistoricEngland

said:“Wearepleasedtoreport thatwe

havebeengiven leavetoproceedwith

ourJudicialReviewactionagainst

MiltonKeynesCouncil.

“Thatmeansthatwewillbeable

tomakeourcasetoaHighCourt

judgethat thecouncil’sdecisionwas

irrational,giventhepurposeof the

ConservationAreadesignation in

2001andaffirmation in2009.

“Thehearingdatehasbeenset for

May23andshouldMiltonKeynes

Council choosenot toopposethe

action, itmayneverget tocourt.”

Inanother twist in the long-running

planningsaga,PhillipWebb,a local

objector tothedemolitionplans

askedSimonPeart, thecouncil’s

conservationandarchaeology

managerabouthowthecouncil

wouldenforceplanningrules in the

WolvertonConservationAreaonce

theworkswasdemolished.

Theresponsewas:“Yes, this isa

questionthatwehavediscussed

withintheteam.Wewillwait tosee

theoutcomeoftheJudicialReview

andreviewoncethere isa firm

timescale for theworks’demolition.

“Wewillhavetoreviewwhether,

giventhescaleof thedemolition

totheworkspermitted,Wolverton

shouldstillbeaconservationarea.As

yourightlypointout, theworks is the

principal reasonfor theWolverton

conservationarea.”

This reply implies that theworks’

buildings formthekeypartof the

conservationareaandshould

thereforeremain intactbutnot

necessarily in railwayuse,aswas

decided inthe localplanning

referendumandenshrined in local

planningpolicyguidelines.

MiltonKeynesCouncildeclined

tocommentontheupcoming

JudicialReview.

Thefirstauthoriseddemolitiontook

place inFebruary,withasectionof the

famous135-year-oldWolvertonWall

beingremovedtocreateanentrance

toanewshoplocatedonahectareof

formerworks’land.Thisactbrought

hometo locals that theworld’s longest

continuously-openmajor railway

worksmightbeabouttovanishfrom

theworld’s first railwaytown.

Home of the Royal Train
Theworkswasestablishedbythe

London&BirminghamRailway in

1838at themidpointof the112-mile

route fromLondontoBirmingham,

developedbyRobertStephenson.

TheVictoriannewtownsof

WolvertonandNewBradwellwere

built tohousetheworkersandservice

theworks.Theworkshasbeenthe

homeof theRoyalTrainsince1842.

StModwen’sannualgeneral

meetingonMarch28saw

shareholdersaskquestionsabout

inconsistencies,errorsandomissions

concerningWolverton inthe

company’sannual report.

Adiscrepancybetweentheannual

report inwhich itwassuggestedthat

325dwellingswouldbebuilt there

while theplanningapplicationstated

375dwellingswashighlighted.

Also,aquestionaboutStModwen’s

intransigenceover theworks’planned

FirstWorldWarmemorial,whichhas

beenreadyforerectionfor18months,

remainedunanswered.

Oneof theChurnetValley coacheswhichwas sprayedwithgraffiti in earlyApril.

CVR

Demolitionof the135-year-oldWolvertonWall began inFebruary.However,

the Judicial Reviewmayyet throwa lifeline for thehistoricworks. PHILMARSH

Harsher prison terms for heritage 
vandals under new guidelines
By Robin Jones

VANDALS who attack historic sites like 

heritage railways could face prison 

sentences of up to four year under 

tough new sentencing guidelines for 

judges and magistrates.

For the first time the Sentencing 

Council for England and Wales has 

specifically said “arson or criminal 

damage to national heritage assets” 

should be seen as an aggravating 

factor in advice for courts weighing up 

prison terms.

With Category 1 criminal damage 

cases, pre-meditated or revenge 

attacks, this could extend an 18-month 

sentence to a four-year term, if the 

recommendations are adopted.

Greater consistency
The Sentencing Council promotes 

greater consistency in sentencing 

of offenders, while maintaining the 

independence of the judiciary. It 

produces guidelines on sentencing 

for the judiciary and criminal justice 

professionals and aims to increase 

public understanding of sentencing.

The new tougher sentences proposal 

has been published in the wake of a 

spate of vandalism at heritage lines. In 

the past year, historic coaches on the 

North Yorkshire Moors and Severn Valley 

railways have been damaged.

In the latest incident, at the Churnet 

Valley Railway, overnight between 

Saturday, April 7, and Sunday, April 8, 

graffiti was sprayed on several carriages.

Once the damage was discovered, 

volunteers rallied round to rectify what 

they could in order to prevent a special 

Paw Patrol family event on the Sunday 

being cancelled.

Staffordshire Police has appealed for 

witnesses to get in touch on 101 and 

quote incident 185 of April, 2018.

The proposed new sentencing 

guidelines cover damage to listed 

buildings or a major emergency 

response which require large numbers 

of police and fire crews, leading to fewer 

resources being available for other 

incidents at the time. They cover arson, 

criminal damage or arson with intent 

to endanger life, criminal damage, 

threats to destroy or damage property, 

and racially or religiously aggravated 

criminal damage.

Also, under the new guidelines, cases 

where there are fatalities are likely 

to result in murder or manslaughter 

charges rather than arson or 

criminal damage.

Sentencing Council member Judge 

Sarah Munro QC said: “The guidelines 

we are proposing will help ensure 

consistency in the sentencing of these 

extremely varied offences.

Appropriate sentences
“They can range from very minor 

damage to property up to an intent 

to endanger lives, and the guidelines 

set out an approach to sentencing 

that will help ensure appropriate 

sentences according to the 

seriousness of each offence.”

A consultation document outlining 

the proposals said: “Even damage to 

items that have little financial value can 

cause great distress to victims, as the 

items may be of great sentimental value, 

and may be irreplaceable.”

A consultation on the draft guidelines 

is running until June 28.
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Lottery gives Ffestiniog Railway
£454,000 for heritage skills training
THEFfestiniog&WelshHighland

Railwayshas scooped£454,500 fromthe

HeritageLotteryFundtokeeptraditional

skills alive for futuregenerations.

Partof theLottery’s Skills for the

Future scheme, themoneywill fundan

ambitiousprogrammewhich isnow

seeking to recruit20 traineesovera

two-yearperiod.

Under thescheme, the railwayaims

toattract trainees inorder toshare the

heritageskillsof its existingworkforce

and inencouragecareers in thesector.

Skills areascoveredby thescheme

includehorticulture,heritage joinery,

heritagemechanical engineering,

dry stonewalling,permanentway

engineeringandheritage interpretation;

theschemewillwork incollaboration

with localpartnersandcolleges.

FormerheadmistressKarenSpring

hasbeenappointedasprojectmanager

and isnowpreparing for the first round

of traineeswhowill join theprogramme

inSeptember.

Peoplewith necessary skills
F&WHRdirectorandgeneralmanager

Paul Lewinsaid:“Forournational

heritage tohaveabright futureweneed

toensure that therearepeoplewith the

skillsnecessary toconserve,workwith

and interpretourheritageassets.

“It isof vital importance thatpeople

fromallbackgroundsareattracted tobe

involved inourheritageatall levels.

“Alsoas traditionalheritageskills

diverge fromthe requirementsof

mainstreamindustry, it is evermore

important thatweconcentrateon

developing thoseskills.Thisprogram,

madepossibleby theHLF, allowsus to

focusonthesechallenges inaway that

wesimplycouldnototherwisehope

todo.”

First launched in July2009, Skills

for theFuture is agrantsprogramme

supportingorganisationsacross the

UKtodevelopvocational learning

programmes, andwhichhas so far

awardednearly£60million to finance

high-quality,work-based trainingand

thedevelopmentofnewqualifications

andheritagecareerpathways.

➜Anyone interested in joining the

trainingscheme is invited toemail

hlfs4f@fwhr.com

March boost for Great Central Railway canal bridge appeal
THEGreatCentral Railway’s £475,000

appeal for funds to repair aVictorian

bridgeover theGrandUnionCanal

in Loughborough, haspassed the

£110,000mark.

The rapid climb fromtheprevious

total followeda successful‘Money

Match’promotionduringMarch2018.

TheCrossing theCanal appeal is the

latest fundraisingdrive in theproject

to link theGCR to its northern‘twin’, the

GreatCentral Railway (Nottingham) to

create an18-mile steamhighwayacross

theEastMidlands. Anewbridgeover

theMidlandMain Line, for decades seen

as thebig stumblingblock touniting

the twoheritage lines, is already is place.

Themoneywill pay forbridgeworks

to allowheritage trains to cross the

GrandUnioncanal in Loughborough.

GCRmanagingdirectorMichael

Gough said:“The response to the

MoneyMatchMarchpromotionwas

staggering.A fundof £25,000was

madeavailable tomatchdonations

pound-for-pound inMarchup toa total

of £25,000.

“Ultimately thatwas clearedby

someway,withhundredsofdonations

arrivingonline and through thepost,

takingusup toour latest running total

of £110,000.”

➜Tomakeadonationonline, visit

www.gcrailway.co.uk/unify

Cheques canalsobeposted (made

payable to‘DavidClarkeRailwayTrust’

andwith‘Crossing theCanal’written

on the reverse) to:DCRT, LovattHouse,

3WharnclifeRoad, Loughborough,

Leicestershire LE111SL.

Ffestiniog & Welsh Highland Railways 

general manager Paul Lewin and 

newly-appointed project manager 

Karen Spring at Porthmadog Harbour 

station. CHRIS PARRY

With snow-covered Snowdon in the background, South African Railways NGG16 2-8-2+2-8-2 Garratt No. 138 approaches 

Rhyd Ddu on the Welsh Highland Railway on April 5. PHIL WATERFIELD
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Russian narrow gauge enthusiasts Dmitrii

Kalinovskii (left) and Sergei Dorozhkov with

former Amberley Museum 1913-built 3ft gauge

Peckett Scaldwell at the Southwold Railway Trust

base in the Suffolk resort on April 9.

JOHN BENNETT

Narrowgauge specialist SergeiDorozhkov

experiencesoneofBressinghamSteamMuseum’s

attractionsonApril 8duringhisUKvisit fromRussia.

DMITRII KALINOVSKII

Monday,March26, sawtheBodmin&WenfordRailway’s long-servingDerby

lightweightDMUsplit so it coulddepartby low loaders to itsnewhomeat the

WeardaleRailway inCountyDurham. It hasbeen replacedby formerChiltern

RailwaysClass 121 ‘bubblecar’No. 121020.CHRIS HATTON/BWR

Russian enthusiast urges 
increased railway links 
after ‘exciting’ UK visit
By Geoff Courtney

ONE of Russia’s leading narrow gauge railway specialists 

has urged even closer cooperation between enthusiasts 

in his country and Britain after a fact-finding visit to the 

UK which he described as “exciting and helpful.”

During his visit in early April, Sergei Dorozhkov visited 

Bressingham Steam Museum, Southwold Railway 

Trust and the London Museum of Water and Steam in 

Brentford, and also gave a talk on Russia’s narrow gauge 

scene at the annual meeting of the New Europe Railway 

Heritage Trust in London. 

Sergei, who is director of the Pereslavl Narrow 

Gauge Railway Museum north-east of Moscow was 

accompanied on his trip by museum colleague Dmitrii 

Kalinovskii. Sergei told Heritage Railway at the end 

of his visit: “We regarded it as most exciting, and are 

very grateful to NERHT for hosting us and making all 

the arrangements.

“The opportunity to see several different sites at 

different stages of development and with various themes 

was very helpful. It is so much more worthwhile exploring 

things for ourselves than solely reading about them.

“Railway preservation in Britain started 50 years before 

that in Russia, and it is really helpful to learn from you and 

have the benefit of your experience. Conditions in our 

country are quite different, and one can hardly expect 

things to be done exactly as in the UK, and the more we 

explore, so we see wider horizons.”

Sergei said that railway preservation in his home 

country was developing rapidly, with work being carried 

out on new broad and narrow gauge projects as well as 

the extension of old schemes. “International cooperation 

is most useful for the evolution of such projects, from the 

techniques of preservation and restoration to attracting 

visitors and communicating with the public and 

official organisations.

“We hope that, following our visit, cooperation 

continues at an even more advanced pace, and we are 

starting to work on several joint technical and tourist 

projects. We would like to thank our British friends, and 

invite enthusiasts to visit Russia and see our railway 

museums for themselves.”

Stephen Wiggs, chairman of the UK-based New 

Europe Railway Heritage Trust, which supports and 

helps railway preservation in the former Soviet Union 

and other central and eastern European ex-communist 

countries, said: “Many UK enthusiasts have little idea 

of how important narrow gauge was in Russia, so it 

was great to hear Sergei’s talk on this subject at our 

annual meeting.

“Sergei and Dmitrii had time to visit only a few narrow 

gauge sites in the south-east, but they said that what 

they saw will help their work on new projects now going 

ahead back home. I agree with Sergei that our aim must 

be to develop even more British-Russian links in the field 

of narrow gauge preservation.”

The importance of the Russian narrow gauge network 

mentioned by Stephen is illustrated by the fact that in 

the late 1960s the country had an estimated operational 

60,000 miles of mainly 750mm (2ft 6in) gauge track, and 

even in 1981 more than 20,000 miles.

Pereslavl Narrow Gauge Railway Museum at which 

Sergei is director was founded in 1990 by a group of 

enthusiasts, and was for a number of years Russia’s only 

public narrow gauge museum. One of its attractions is 

a 750mm gauge line of nearly two miles, which may be 

extended by four miles if current plans come to fruition.

IN just two months Weardale Railway 

supporters raised £54,000 to buy a DMU 

from the Bodmin & Wenford Railway.

The Derby, 1960-built Class 108 unit 

will allow the heritage line to carry twice 

as many passengers, as it extends back 

into Bishop Auckland after an absence 

of several years.

The DMU can accommodate 120 

people, double the capacity of the 

Class 122 railcar currently in service 

on the line. The unit was conveyed 

by road from Cornwall to Weardale in 

late March.

Weardale Railway Trust financial 

director Peter Baker said: “We decided 

that we would like to own our own train 

so that we can run our heritage services 

with reliability and perhaps expand in 

the future as well.

“We were very lucky that our 

members responded to our request for 

funds to buy this.”

The trust is a charity run by volunteers 

to support Weardale Railway CIC, the 

company which owns the line. The 

charity owns a minority share in the 

company, with British American Rail 

Services owning 75% and Durham 

County Council the rest. The railway 

has announced that it will extend its 

services from Stanhope beyond their 

current limit at Witton-le-Wear into 

Bishop Auckland following repairs to 

the track.

The track is being lifted at Broken 

Banks, half a mile from Bishop Auckland, 

where the line had been sinking.

The first journey from Stanhope 

to Bishop Auckland was made on

Bodmin DMU sold to 
Weardale Railway

Saturday, April 21, at the start of a gala 

weekend celebrating the line’s Class 31 

diesels No. 31106 and 31190, with 

Network Rail-liveried No. 31285 also in

action. It was the first passenger train 

through Broken Banks for six years.

It is intended to run regular heritage 

services into Bishop Auckland from July.
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The East Lancashire Railway diesel gala saw all the preserved Class 40 diesels apart from No. 40118 assembled in one place for the first time to mark the 60th 

anniversary of the class. D200, D213 Andania, No. 40106 Atlantic Conveyor, No. 40012, No. 40135 and No. 40145 line up for a photographic night shoot at Buckley Wells 

shed the Saturday before the 40s at 60 gala on May 13-15. TERRY EYRES

The boiler of Hagley Hall prior to its departure from the Severn

Valley Railway on April 10. SVR

VINTAGE diesels to the seaside will

be the theme of theWest Somerset

Railway’s June 8-10 modern

traction gala.

GBRailfreight will be amassing

locomotives from around the country

at Kidderminster on the SevernValley

Railway for a single move to Bishops

Lydeard.

Guests will be Class 20s Nos. 20189

and 20205 (Michael Owen) hauling

Class 45 No. 45041 Royal Tank Regiment

(Peak Locomotive Company), Class 50

No. 50035 Ark Royal (Class 50 Alliance)

and Class 55 No. 55019 Royal Highland

Fusilier (Deltic Preservation Society).

All these visitors are in BR blue livery,

so could this be one of the longest train

formations of blue diesels in many years?

These visitors will be joined by

the home-based Diesel & Electric

Preservation Group’s fleet of Class 14

D9526, making its return to traffic after

a heavy overhaul, Class 33s D6566 and

D6575, with the former also reentering

service after overhaul, Class 35 Hymeks

D7017 and D7018, the latter making

its first public runs since a catastrophic

engine failure in August 1995 and a full

rebuild and Class 52 D1010 Western

Campaigner. Class 09 shunter D4107 will

haul shuttles between Bishops Lydeard

and Norton Fitzwarren, backed up by

the Class 14.

The gala will also be complemented

by a beer festival to run over the

weekend at the Somerset & Dorset

RailwayTrust site atWashford

A £1.5 million project to demolish

and rebuild the Strathallan

horse tram depot in Douglas

has been lodged with the

Manx Government.

If the green light is given, work

my start in the summer.

The proposed new building

will include space for temporary

storage of Manx Electric Railway

tramcars, a ticket sales area, first-

floor offices and staff facilities.

Based on the design of the

original depot that was built

on Strathallan Crescent in 1902,

it will replace the current run-

down premises, and is intended

to enhance the Douglas

Promenades Conservation Area.

The new sheds will

accommodate 13 horse tramcars,

while in the east wing, there will

be an indoor ticket sales area and

washrooms for passengers.

First-floor offices will be used by

16 engineering staff members.

The facade of the building will

be based on the original building

with 12 doors, parapet and

mouldings. The current tracks and

traverser in the forecourt will stay

in place.

Separate planning permission

is being sought for temporary

stables for the tram horses on the

Summerland site.

Blue diesels for big
Somerset seaside gala

Douglas Strathallan horse tram 
depot may be rebuilt

THE boiler of one-time Severn Valley Railway 

flagship GWR 4-6-0 No. 4930 Hagley Hall has left 

the line for overhaul.

The SVR finalised a contract with Northern 

Steam Engineering Ltd of Stockton-on-Tees for 

the overhaul which has begun immediately with, 

an expected completion date of summer 2019.

Paul Hobson of The Friends of Locomotive 

4930 Hagley Hall, said: “We would like to 

acknowledge the financial support we have 

received both from the Heritage Lottery Fund 

(£95,000 award), and also from our loyal group 

of 4930 supporters. Many of these people 

have been regularly contributing funds to the 

restoration appeal in recent years, in anticipation 

of a return to active service of the SVR’s former 

flagship locomotive.”

The Severn Valley Railway Charitable Trust 

director Shelagh Paterson added: “Alongside this 

development, we are delighted that the new 

cylinders for 4930 are about to be cast. These two 

schemes are clear evidence that Hagley Hall’s 

return to front line duties on the Severn Valley 

Railway is well under way.”

SVR engineering services manager Neil Taylor 

said: “This is a strategic decision to accelerate 

the rebuild of 4930 which will mean that we can 

increase our fleet of Class 4 and Class 5 

locomotives.

Further donations are needed to complete 

the locomotive’s restoration. Donations can be 

made online at svrtrust.org.uk, telephone 01562 

757940 or using a mobile telephone to text 

“HALL29” with your amount to 70070. 

Hagley Hall boiler now being overhauled in Stockton
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Freezing rain sawenthusiastswrapupwarmatBelfastGreatVictoria Street station toappreciateNo. 131, completewith

commemorativeheadboard,before it left forWhitehead. In the steamera,No. 131wouldhave stoodat this spotmany times

in thepastbefore leaving forDerry, ClonesorDublin.HUGHDOUGHERTY

Backing steam:NIRailwaysmanaging

directorRichardKnoxhighlights the

steampages in the company’s 50th

anniversarybooklet, asheenjoyshis

steamtrain ride toWhitehead.

HUGHDOUGHERTY

Steam marks Northern Ireland
Railways golden jubilee year
ByHughDougherty

NORTHERN IrelandRailwayschoseto

celebrate its50thanniversary instyle

withsteam.

Theaward-winningRailway

PreservationSocietyof Ireland’s recently-

restoredGreatNorthernRailwayof

Ireland4-4-0QclassNo.131pulleda

special train,packedwithmembersof

thepublicandformerand long-service

NIRemployees, fromBelfastGreat

VictoriaStreetstationtothesociety’s

museumandworkshopsatWhitehead,

onWednesday,April4, tomarkthe

company’sgolden jubilee.

TravellingonthetrainwasNIRailways

managingdirectorRichardKnox.Proudly

holdingacopyofa jubileesouvenir

brochure,which includespicturesof

thesteamlocomotivesoperatedbythe

then-newcompany in1968,Richardtold

HeritageRailway:“Weareveryproud

ofoursteamheritageand,although

weareanall-dieseloperator today,we

simplyhadtorunsteamtomarkour50th

anniversary.

“Steamreallycatches the imagination

of thepublicespecially thatof

children,whoareour railpassengers

of tomorrow,andbyrunningsteam,

today,weareraisingawarenessofall

railways themselves.That’s thanks tothe

RailwayPreservationSocietyof Ireland

withwhomwehaveaverycloseand

mutually-beneficialworkingrelationship.

“I amveryconsciousof therailway

heritagethatwepossessand,at this

importantdate inthehistoryofour

railways, ithasbeenwonderful tobe

able tocreatea living linkwiththepast

havingaGreatNorthernRailwayof

Ireland locomotiveat theheadof this

special train.”

Thespecialduty forNo.131was its

first revenueservice triponthemain line

after rebuilding.Crowdsand localmedia

assembledatGreatVictoriaStreet tosee

it returntoastationthat theengineoften

visited inGNRdaysontrains toDerry,

ClonesandDublin.Withthetrainasell-

out,at special celebratory faresof just

£6.40 foradultsand£3.20 for

children,outbysteamand

backbyservice

train, therewere

largenumbersof

families travelling,

keepingthetrain

crewofNIRand

RPSI staffandvolunteers

busy,andunderling

RichardKnox’sviewof the

importanceofsteamto

therailway.

Therewasa latedeparture fromGreat

VictoriaStreetatnoon, rather that the

scheduledtimeof10.55am,owingto

crewingdifficultieswithNIRGeneral

MotorsdieselNo.112NorthernCounties

whichbrought theRPSIcoaches into

theplatformtoallowNo.131tohead

thetrain.

But,onceon itsway,despite torrential

rainandagreasy railhead,No.131

showeditsmettleasaGNR(I)

thoroughbred,andthe locomotive’s

117yearswerenobarrier to thetrain

whippingalongsideBelfastLough inthe

mannerofa formerLarneboatexpress.

ArrivalatWhiteheadat12.45pmsaw

No.131and its traindrawintotheRPSI

platformwhereagain, the locomotive

wasthe focusofattention,asNIRofficials

congratulateddriverNoelPlayfairon

superbrunning.

Alsoonthe footplatewasNIRtrainee

steamdriverDavidHaire,whowas

learningbyobservingwhatwastaking

placeontherun.David,who isa regular

dieseldriverwith thecompany,has

beenselectedto learnsteam

operation,andheowesboth

thatandhisdiesel

driving jobtohis

timeasateenage

volunteer

railcardriver

ontheFoyle

ValleyRailway.

“Iqualifiedtodrivethe

CountyDonegal railcarson

theFVRwhenitwasstill

runningand Ialso trained

driversontheFintownRailwaywhen

railcar18movedthere.Thatexperience

stoodmeinverygoodsteadwhen I

appliedtobecomeadriveronNorthern

IrelandRailways.Now, I’m looking

forward immensely tokeepingsteam

aliveonthemainlinebytrainingto

becomeaqualifiedsteamdriver. I

learnedagreatdealonthe footplate

today,”hesaid.

Itwasaproudday, too, forDavid’sdad

George,whoalsodroverailcarsonthe

FoyleValleyRailwayandwhoadvises

onrailcarmaintenanceandoperations

ontheFintownRailwaytoday.George,

whohasclearmemoriesofenginesof

No.131’sclasshaulingtrains through

hisnativeStrabane, said:“It’swonderful

toseeNo.131 inactiontodayandeven

better thatDavidwasonthe footplate

onsuchahistoricoccasion. I’mvery

proudofhimand look forwardtobeing

onasteamtraindrivenbyhimafterhe

qualifies.His railwayvolunteeringhas

stoodhiminverygoodstead indeed.”

Northern IrelandRailways tookover

210milesof railwayonApril1,1968

andranamixtureofsteamanddiesel

serviceshaving inheritedWT2-6-4Tsand

oneformerSligo&LeitrimandNorthern

CountiesRailway0-6-4T,LoughErne, from

theUlsterTransportAuthority. Company-

runsteamwaseliminatedby1971but,

throughout the50yearsof thecompany,

RPSI steamtrainshavebeenaregularand

highly-valuedfeatureofoperations.

Northern IrelandRailways ispartof

thestate-ownedTranslinkGroup,which

includesUlsterbusandMetro,Belfast

citybusoperators.Therailwaycarrieda

record14millionpassengers in2017and

newstationsandtrainsareplannedto

accommodate increasingcapacity,with

thepossibilityof reopening linesclosed

duringthe1960s,beingexamined inco-

operationwithcommunitygroups.

Continuingsteamtrainoperation is

firmlypartof thecompany’splans,and

RichardKnoxsays that, asan integrated

trackandtrainsoperator, thecompany is

inastrongpositiontodothisbyworking

closelywith theRPSI.
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Plaque unveiling sets seal on
railway’s silver anniversary
By Geoff Courtney

RAILWAY preservationists are well 

rehearsed in celebrating anniversaries, 

which provide an ideal opportunity to 

remember the past, celebrate the present 

and look forward to the future, while at 

the same time putting on a good show 

for visitors.

The Derwent Valley Light Railway, 

whose stretch of standard gauge track at 

Murton Park is almost literally within the 

shadows of York Minster and the National 

Railway Museum, may be small and a 

comparative newcomer when compared 

with some higher-profile lines such 

as the North Yorkshire Moors Railway 

25 miles up the road, but on March 25 

that was no deterrent to having a party 

befitting a member of the heritage 

railway movement.

The occasion was the silver jubilee of 

the line’s launch of its regular passenger 

services, and for railway enthusiasts 

there were two ex-BR 0-6-0 diesels in 

operation – 03 class No. 03079 (D2079) 

and 04 D2245 – and a 4wDM with strong 

links to York, 1960 Ruston & Hornsby ex-

Rowntree factory No. 3, now carrying the 

name Ken Cooke.

There were also five items of former BR 

rolling stock earning their keep either on 

passenger work or demonstration freight 

trains, all built between 1951 and 1957 

– including a Mk.1 coach constructed at 

nearby York – and for pure goods traffic 

nostalgia, a general purpose van built 

by the GWR at Swindon in 1915 that 

was modified by BR in the 1950s to carry 

bananas, complete with steam heating 

to help ripen its cargo between port 

and market.

Another historical item that fascinated 

visitors was a newly-restored platelayers’ 

pump trolley that was brought from 

the original DVLR in 1970 for £10 and 

became part of the heritage railway’s 

stable in 2012. Of rather more modern 

vintage was an observation coach 

built in 2003 by B&W engineering of 

Elvington, near York, comprising a 

new body on a wagon underframe 

and described by DVLR trustee and 

spokesman Allan Briggs as “unique and 

a gem.” 

The event attracted 750 visitors, and 

such was the demand for rides that two 

extra services had to be laid on. 

Before the gala, Allan had promised 

it would be of interest to families as 

well as railway enthusiasts, and this 

manifested itself, among other activities, 

in a 28-piece brass band, fairground 

rides, model railway and vintage tractor 

exhibitions, and rides on a 5in gauge live 

steam railway run by York City & District 

Society of Model Engineers.

Coun Barbara Boyce, the Lord Mayor 

of York, accompanied by the Lady 

Mayoress, Valerie Clark, were among 

the visitors, and after riding the train, 

Coun Boyce unveiled a 25th anniversary 

commemorative plaque at the railway’s 

Murton Park station.

The original Derwent Valley Light 

Railway ran for 15 miles from York 

Layerthorpe to Cliffe Common near 

Selby, and opened in 1912 to convey 

mainly agricultural produce, although 

passenger trains ran until 1926. 

It remained in private hands 

throughout the Grouping and BR eras, 

but despite this independence, motive 

power was provided by the LNER and 

subsequently BR and included J21, 24 

and 25 class 0-6-0s. 

Latterly, the line was worked by two 

Class 04 diesels bought from BR, one 

of which was the now returned D2245. 

Closure came in September 1981, and 

in 1990 preservationists took over the 

half-mile stretch within Murton Park that 

is now their home and where the original 

track was still in place.

Above: Mayoral 

recognition: Lord 

Mayor of York Coun 

Barbara Boyce unveils 

a 25th anniversary 

plaque at Derwent 

Valley Light Railway’s 

Murton Park station 

on March 25. 

JONATHAN 

STOCKWELL

Diesel’s return: Former BR Class 04 D2245 that worked the original Derwent Valley Light Railway between 1969-78, heads a demonstration freight train on the now 

revived line at Murton Park on March 25. JONATHAN STOCKWELL

Right: Pumped up: 

Derwent Valley Light 

Railway volunteers 

Jo Waddington 

(left) and Stuart 

Stockwell prepare to 

demonstrate a newly-

restored platelayers’ 

pump trolley at 

the railway’s 25th 

anniversary gala 

at Murton Park on 

March 25.  

JONATHAN 

STOCKWELL 
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Help save historic DEMU that
survived the Troubles
ByRobinJones

ACAMPAIGNtosavethe lastNorthern

IrelandRailways80Class‘Thumper’

DEMU–usedduringtheTroubles for the

PeaceTrains toDublinandback–has

beenlaunchedbytheDownpatrick&

CountyDownRailway,andforevery

poundyoudonate,aDCDRvolunteerwill

match itpoundforpoundupto£4000.

Nineof theClass80setswereordered

fromBritishRailEngineeringLimitedand

were inservicebetween1974and2016.

Structurally, theywerebasedontheBR

Mk.2bbodyshell, althoughnoBRversion

of the80Classwaseverproduced,

leaving ituniquetoNorthern Ireland.

In1965,hugeswathesof lineswere

axedinWarrenpoint,Dungannon,

OmaghandtheWestandit lookedlike

therestof thenetworkwouldfollowsuit.

Therailwaywasstill largelyanEdwardian

relic,withmechanical signallingand

jointedtrack,andindeed, retainedsteam

until1971.

However,NIRgavethesurvivingsystem

anewleaseof lifewiththearrivalof the

80Classsets.

Despitebombsandhijackings, these

setsbecameregardedasthetrainthat

wouldgetthroughtheTroubles, reliable

andstrongenoughtokeepthepeople

ofNorthern Irelandmoving.Therewere

afewwithdrawalsduetocontinuing

terrorismbutthemajorityof thefleet

keptongoing.

In the1990stheywerealsousedfor the

famousPeaceTrainmovement,operating

betweenBelfastandDublin,withoneof

thesurvivingunits,No.69operatingthe

lastPeaceTraintoDublin.

Themajorityof80swerewithdrawn

in2004-6withthearrivalof the23CAF

3000sets,but increasingtrafficmeant

additional rollingstockwasneeded.The

short-termsolutionwastopickthe12

best80classcarsandrefurbishthemas

four-carsetswithcentraldoor locking.

Therefurbishedsetswereusedonthe

Larne line from2009to2011.Afarewell

tourwasheldonSeptember25,2011by

theModernRailwaySocietyof Ireland

andthefinalpassengerworkingoccurred

thefollowingday.

In2006NIRstartedoperatingasandite

train fromSeptembertoDecemberand

several80classcarsweremodifiedfor

thepurpose,but theywerereplacedbya

newpurpose-builtvehicle in2017.

RailwaychairmanRobertGardiner

said:“The80Classmaynotbeasteam

train,but theyarestill fondly lovedby

railwayworkersandthepublicalike.

They’reuniquetoNorthern Ireland,

there’snothingelse liketheminthe

worldandtheydefinedNorthern Irish

rail travel for fourdecades.Thisveteran

of therails isalsotestimonytoNorthern

Ireland’s resilience.

“Sadly, the lastof the80Class,usedby

Translinkas leaf-bustingtrainsduring

theautumnuntil lastyear,hasnowbeen

withdrawnfromserviceandwithout

yourhelptheir laststopcouldbethe

breaker’syard, leavingnotraceof their

important legacy.But itdoesn’tneedto

endthisway!

“Onarecentvisit toourheritage

railway,a10-year-oldchildcameupto

meexcitedlyandasked ifweweresaving

an80Class.Whilesurprisedthatheknew

whattheywere, I thoughthowcouldwe

disappointhim?

“Wewanttoturnbacktheclock for

thesetrains toallowourchildrenand

grandchildrentofall in lovewiththeir

uniquespirit.Thatdistinctivethump-

thumpnoisewhichgavethemthe

nickname‘thumpers’in recentyears,

alongwiththeclickety-clackof them

goingover therailsandthemerry tunes

thatusedtobeplayedontheirwarning

hornsbytheirhappydrivers,got intoyour

soul justas itdidwithmeasachildgoing

toholidays inPortrush,kick-startingmy

ownpassionforour railwayheritage.

“Withan80Class inour fleetwecan

expandourtimetableto includedays

andtimesthatwenormallycouldn’t

operate,andprovideextracapacityat

peakevents. Itwillmakeschool trips

easierandcheaper torun,andwhen

ourBallyduganextensionopens, the80

Classwillbeusedtoprovideaconnecting

servicebetweentheLoopPlatformand

InchAbbey,providinga longertrip for

passengers,aswellasgivingpassengers

achancetoexperiencedifferent forms

of rail transportandtheexperienceof

changingtrains.

“Tohelpreturnthe80Class trains

totheir formerglory,wehaveagreed

withTranslinktorepaint thetrains to

theiroriginalmaroonandblue livery

withthe largewhitediamondonthe

frontyoumightremember,but thisand

thetransport toDownpatrickdoesn’t

comecheap.

“Ifyoudonate£50youwillget free

travelonanydaythe80Class is running.

£100willgetyouaninvite totheofficial

openingaswell.£250willgetyoubothof

theseplusacabride.

“£500willearnyouthisandexclusive

linesideaccess,whilstdonationsof£1000

orabovewillgetyouallof that for life,

plusthechancetoactually learntodrive

thevehiclewithanexclusive footplate

experiencecourse.

“Weknowyoucandoit,butwedon’t

have longtomakethishappen.”

➜To make a donation log on to www.

downrail.co.uk/80class or send a

cheque to Downpatrick & County

Down Railway (80 Class Appeal),

Market Street, Downpatrick, BT30 6LZ

Surviving 80 Class DEMU No. 69 near Carrickfergus in May 1984. The railcar is to

be named after the RPSI’s late chairman Michael Collins. SAM SOMERVILLE

The Isle of Wight 

Steam Railway’s 

second LMS 

Ivatt 2MT 2-6-2T, 

No. 41313, which 

was contracted to 

the East Somerset 

Railway for 

overhaul, is now 

back on the island 

where it rejoined 

sister No. 41298. It 

is seen at Deacons 

with the 1.21pm 

Smallbrook 

Junction to 

Wootton on 

April 5. The IoSWR 

is to hold a special 

Ivatt gala on May 

26-28, and its 

Ivatt 2MT 2-6-0 

No. 46447, on loan 

to the ESR, will visit 

for the event. 

DON BENN
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Railwaygrouping:Volunteers and local enthusiastsoutside the former

Billingshurst signalboxat its official openingatAmberleyMuseumonMarch25.

PETE EDGELER

Right: Joy rider:AnenthusiasticNicholasOwen rideson standardgauge

Simplex shunterBurt toopen the locomotive’s newengine shedatAmberley

MuseumonMarch25.GRAHAM LINDSAY

ByGeoffCourtney

AMBERLEYMuseumhasmarked the

launchof its 40th seasonwith the

official openingsby televisionand

radiopersonalityNicholasOwenof a

landmark formermain line signalbox

anda standardgauge locomotive shed.

Nicholas, a railwayenthusiastwho

supports theWest Sussexvisitor

attraction, performed thedualopening

onMarch25.The signalboxwasbuilt

bySaxby&Farmer inabout1868and

after eight years at another locationwas

moved toBillingshurst on theLondon

Victoria toBognorRegis line,where it

remained inoperation for 138years.

Itwas closed in2014, bywhich

time it hadattracted theattentionof

railwayenthusiasts, particularly those

TV star opens historic
former main line signalbox

Snap Flying Scotsman
and wildlife at Chinnor
TWOmorephotographicdayson the

Chinnor&PrincesRisboroughRailway

will takeplaceduring the lastweek in

May.Thesedaysare runbyHeritage

Railway correspondentandChinnor

volunteerPhilMarsh inhis sixthdecade

of railwayphotography,withproceeds

going towards thenewtrackand

platformatPrincesRisborough.

OnSaturday,May26, the theme is

railwaysandwildlife and incudesa

rear cab ride inaClass 121‘bubblecar’

offeringapanoramic viewof the

Chilterns’redkites andusuallydeer

along the line.Thedayhas two theory

sessions interspersedwithpractical

sessions toput the theory intopractice.

Circular tour
SteamDreams isbringingLNERA3

No. 60103FlyingScotsman toPrinces

RisboroughonThursday,May31

for a lunchtimecircular tour and the

100-leverPrincesRisboroughNorth

Signalboxwill be the location for ahalf

dayphotographic sessiondevoted to

the famousengine.

The largestGWRsignalbox in

existenceoffersunparalleledand

uninterruptedelevatedviewsof the

Chilternmain lineand thecharter as

it departs PrincesRisborough.There is

a theory session followedbyanhour

practicing fromthe signalboxgetting

ready for the steamspecial’s arrival and

departure.

Bothdays aredesigned toenhance

understandingofhowtoget thebest

fromyour camera (irrespectiveof your

budget andability), howtoprepare

toget that‘lucky shot’anda lookat

photographic artistic techniques

tounderstandhowtocreatea

unique image.

The railwaysandwildlifedaycosts

£95, theFlyingScotsmanhalf day costs

£49.95andbothcanbebookedby

contactingPhilMarshoncleekrail@

btinternet.comor calling07810556252.

Full details canbe foundat:

www.chinnorrailway.co.uk.

The railwaywaskeptbusy in the

nominally-closedwinter season,hosting

twosetsof filming–one forAmazon’s

TheGrandTourwhich involveda stunt

car and the removalofWainhill level

crossinggates and theotherwas for the

BBCTopGear show.

ThenonMarch8,policeofficers

fromThamesValley, Surrey, Sussex

andHampshire forcesenjoyedaday’s

tactical firearms trainingatChinnor

usingaMk.1 set andaChilternRailways

Class 165unit, a follow-upday to the

seriesof four similardaysheld last

Novemberaspreviously reported in

HeritageRailway.

Role-playing villains
Again, theday involvedboarding

the trains andneutralisingvarious

role-playingvillainswhowerearmed

variouslywithgunsandsamurai

swordsor justbehaving ina suspicious

way.Chinnor volunteers andChiltern

Railways’staffwereusedashostages

and rescuedseveral times!

Deeron theChinnor&Princes

RisboroughRailway. PHILMARSH

Newwheels for
oldonNYMR
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THENorthYorkshireMoors

Railway carriageandwagon

staf, aidedby themotivepower

depot, have completedwheelset

exchangesonsix carriagesover

thewinter,withMPDworking

on themore straightforward

BR1bogies and the carriageand

wagon teamtackling themore

complexCommonwealth type.

Theseare just the first fruits

of aprogrammethat should

giveamuch improved ride to

theoccupantsof the coaches

concerned,but is just the first

stageof a rollingprogramme

to tacklewheelsetsonmost

of the railway’s 40-plus

operational coaches.

READ THESE AND HUNDREDS

MORE EDITIONS IN THE

RAILWAYMAGAZINE ARCHIVE
classicmagazines.co.uk/rmarchive



In the frame: Railway enthusiast 

and TV broadcaster Nicholas Owen 

operates the restored former 

Billingshurst signalbox after he 

had opened the new attraction at 

Amberley Museum on March 25.  

PETE EDGELER

MP John Hayes (centre, beige coat) joins local civic dignitaries at the cutting of the 

first sod on the new site for the relocated Deeping St James signalbox.  

RUTLAND AND STAMFORD MERCURY

Campaigners see Deeping 
signalbox begin to rise
WORK has begun on rebuilding historic 

Lincolnshire’s historic Deeping St 

James signalbox following a campaign 

by villagers.

The 1876-built signalbox was 

demolished in 2014 to make way for 

new electric crossing gates as part of 

a £280 million modernisation of the 

Great Northern & Great Eastern joint line 

between Doncaster and Peterborough

However, many villagers were 

determined that it should be saved and 

launched an appeal for funds, backed by 

Heritage Railway.

On March 10, South Holland and the 

Deepings Conservative MP John Hayes

cut the first sod on the site for the re-

erected box in front of a sizeable crowd.

The remnants to the structure were 

saved by Network Rail and are now 

stored in containers on a nearby farmer’s 

field. The major work on the project will 

start in September. Much of the work will 

be carried out by New College Stamford 

construction students.

The signalbox is considered of 

immense local historical importance as it 

carried the original name of the village.

Mr Hayes was instrumental is obtaining 

a government grant to allow a new 

site for the box to be built near the 

stationmaster’s house in Station Road.

When rebuilt, the 'box will be used as a

heritage centre.

Oswestry South opens up...
RAILWAY signalmen of the past, 

present and future are being invited 

to Oswestry station on Saturday, 

May 12 for the reopening ceremony 

of Cambrian Heritage Railways’ 

historic signalbox – which will 

coincide with an open day a the line.

Built in 1892, Oswestry South 

box was operational until 1970. 

Unlike much of the town’s railway 

infrastructure, it escaped demolition 

in the late 1960s and early 70s, but 

was stripped of its contents. The box 

regained a lever frame recovered 

from Wellington (Shropshire) when 

it was restored in 2005/6.

As part of the structure’s recent 

refurbishment, CHR volunteers have 

sourced and installed additional 

appropriate equipment. Although 

there is still much to do, it is now in 

a position whereby the public will 

be able to  see just how mechanical 

signal boxes – once common across 

the country – operated.

Part of the work was funded by 

a grant from the local Triple Niners 

charity from funds raised at the 

town’s annual bonfire.

CHR chairman Rob Williams said: 

“We are delighted that ITV Central 

News’transport correspondent

Keith Wilkinson has agreed to 

undertake the formal opening 

for us and we will also have a 

signalling expert on hand to explain 

to members of the public how 

everything works. 

“We hope that former or current 

signalmen, whether local or from 

the wider system, will join us too.”

As well as the signalbox, the 

whole of the railway will be 

open, with trains running at both 

Oswestry and Llynclys stations. 

There will also be a community 

railway event at Gobowen station 

outlining plans for the future and 

Tanat Valley Coaches’ 1961-built 

Leyland Tiger Cub heritage bus will 

link all three sites.

Rob said: “These are exciting 

times for our railway with members 

working hard to extend our track to 

Weston Wharf by 2019. 

“We rely entirely on volunteers 

and the more we can recruit, the 

quicker we can achieve our aims. We 

need help in all departments from 

laying track to running the museum 

and from operating the cafe to 

driving the locomotives. Visitors 

will be able to find details of all roles 

available – including signalling.”

with an interest in signalling, due to it 

being the country’s oldest operational 

box and the last surviving working 

representative of its design.

To the delight of those aficionados, a 

new home was found for the 19 lever 

Grade II listed box just 11 miles down 

the line at Amberley, where it was 

erected near the museum’s working 2ft 

gauge line and restored by volunteers.

After Nicholas had formally opened 

the museum in front of a large 

crowd, Amberley marketing and 

communications manager Rebecca 

Main said: “The box was built for the 

LBSCR and is a welcome addition to our 

railway collection, and complements 

our former Hove station ticket office.” 

During his visit the TV newsreader 

also opened an engine shed that has 

been built to house diesel locomotive 

Burt and two historical wagons that 

represent the type used when the 

museum site was a working chalk pit 

and connected to the nearby LBSCR 

main line.

Burt, a 56bhp 4wDM Simplex shunter 

built by Motor Rail in the early 1950s for 

Kent timber merchant Burt, Boulton & 

Haywood, operates on the museum’s 

short stretch of demonstration 

standard gauge track. It has been 

restored by a volunteer team led by 

Tony Johnson, and he accompanied 

Nicholas when the locomotive was 

driven into the new shed to mark 

its opening.

Based in a 36 acre former chalk pit 

near Arundel that was worked from 

early Victorian times until 1969, the 

museum’s public railway is a 2ft gauge 

half-mile line with three stations. Other 

attractions to railway enthusiasts 

include a collection of more than 30 

steam, diesel, petrol and battery-driven 

locos that represent a variety of gauges 

from 1ft 10in to 5ft 3in.

One of its resident engines, Peter, 

will be the centre of attention at a 

gala on July 14-15, when it celebrates 

its 100th birthday. A former Ministry 

of Munitions and quarry locomotive 

built by W G Bagnall of Stafford (works 

No. 2067), this 0-4-0ST arrived at 

Amberley in 1983, and has become 

a popular stalwart of the museum’s 

operational fleet.

In addition to its strong railway 

theme, the museum is home to 

traditional craftspeople such as 

woodturners and a blacksmith, and its 

40 exhibit buildings portray transport 

and industrial history. In this, its 40th 

season, there will be more than 50 

events, from children’s activity days to 

classic vehicle shows and including a 

petrol locos day on August 19 and an 

industrials rail gala on September 21.
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Prince Richard, Duke of Gloucester, unveils the Helston Railway seal at Truthall 

Halt on April 5. HR

The Duke of Gloucester climbs aboard Ruston & Hornsby diesel No. 27974. This 

is a fake BR number and in its working life the locomotive never carried Rail Blue 

livery or even worked for BR. It was built in 1954 and was delivered new to the 

British Sugar Corporation at Bardney in Lincolnshire then in 1982 transferred 

to the BSC works at King’s Lynn. In 1997, Great Eastern Traction preserved it for 

use at Hardingham station on the Mid-Norfolk Railway. It later moved to the 

Northampton Ironstone Railway before being bought by three members of the 

Helston Diesel Group in 2007. BARBARA BARNES

The original Truthall Halt in September 1961. HR The recreated Truthall Halt today. BARBARA BARNES

Royal opening for replica 
Helston halt
BRITAIN’S most southerly station – the 

new Truthall Halt on the Helston Railway 

– has received a royal booster.

The Queen’s cousin HRH Prince 

Richard The Duke of Gloucester KG, 

GCVO officially opened the rebuilt halt 

on Thursday, April 5, more than 55 years 

after the GWR Helston branch was 

closed by BR.

The duke, who is also a patron of 

the Severn Valley Railway, and 24th in 

line of succession to the throne, was 

accompanied by the Lord Lieutanant 

Edward Bolitho and Mrs Alexandra 

Bolitho, and was received at the halt by 

Philip Martin, chairman of Sithney Parish 

Council.  He was then introduced to 

Chris Heaps, the chairman of the Helston 

Railway Preservation Society charity, 

and to James Packman, the chairman of 

the Helston Railway Preservation Co. Ltd 

which operates the trains on the mile-

long heritage line.

Eventually opened
Chris said: “Fifty years after the opening 

of the Liverpool & Manchester Railway 

in 1830, the inhabitants of Helston were 

frustrated that their ancient borough 

was still not connected with the national 

railway network. There had been a 

number of abortive attempts to build 

a line, but it was not until 1880 that 

The Helston Railway Act received Royal 

Assent.  Supported and funded by 

local residents, the first sod was cut in 

1882, and the line eventually opened in 

May 1887.

“Sixty five years later, in November 

1962, the last passenger train left 

Helston for Gwinear Road, and two 

years later the residual goods service 

was withdrawn. The track was ripped 

up, the trackbed reverted to nature 

and the stations, including Truthall Halt, 

were demolished.

“At the beginning of the 21st century, 

a few railway enthusiasts contemplated 

the possibility of reopening part of the 

line as a tourist attraction, and by 2007 

volunteers had laid the first section of 

track at the site of a completely new 

station later to be built at Trevarno. 

“Since then, over a mile of track 

has been laid and trains now operate 

between another new station at 

Prospidnick  and Truthall Halt. None 

of this could have happened without 

the extraordinary contribution of 

the volunteers and the generosity 

of donors.”

Railway of the Year
The Helston Railway won the Ian Allan 

Heritage Railway of the Year title at the 

prestigious National Railway Heritage 

Awards in 2010.

The halt is a faithful reproduction 

of the original Great Western Railway 

pagoda and platform and has been 

constructed entirely by voluntary labour.

At the opening, Helston Town Band 

played Handel’s See the Conquering 

Hero Comes, which had greeted the 

arrival of the first train into Helston 

station in 1887.

After being introduced to the train 

crew, the duke rode in the cab of the 

diesel hauling his train to Prospidnick 

Halt, where James Packman introduced 

him to many of the volunteers who 

had contributed to the success of the 

reopening of part of the line.

Before he left, he duke was presented 

with a copy of a book about the history 

of the Helston Railway, written by Chris.
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Newly-overhauledGWR2-8-0No. 3802approachesBerwynon theLlangollenRailwaywhichhas cleared the lineof trees

alongside theA5, openingupanewphotographic location.DAVE HUNT

Council thumbs-up 
for Leek extension
By Robin Jones

THE Churnet Valley Railway has been 

given the green light to extend into 

Leek, giving it a town centre presence 

for the first time.

The Staffordshire line now aims 

to follow in the footsteps of the 

Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway, 

whose passenger numbers doubled 

after the opening of its extension 

to Broadway on March 30, and the 

Llangollen Railway, which is now 

completing its permanent station 

serving Corwen.

Staffordshire Moorlands District 

Council voted to grant planning 

permission for the extension of the 

heritage railway in to Leek at its 

planning committee meeting on 

April 12. The local authority had itself 

sponsored the planning application.

 The permission is for 1000 metres of 

single track from the existing railhead 

at Leekbrook Junction over the former 

double track formation terminating 

at an eight-coach run-round loop in 

the Cornfield West development area, 

around 450 yards south of the former 

Leek station.

The site of the new station is an 

integral part of the proposed Cornfield 

West development which received 

outline planning permission in 2015. A 

separate detailed planning application 

for the new station will follow in 

due course.

The go-ahead marks the end of 

several months of joint effort between 

the council and Churnet Valley Railway 

(1992) plc. The application process 

started after the council voted in June 

2017 to allocate funds to compile and 

submit a planning application for the 

reinstatement of the railway. 

The heritage line forms part of the 

Churnet Valley Masterplan which was 

adopted in 2014. The council funding 

covered all the necessary environmental 

surveys as well as the cost of the 

application, while the railway provided 

the technical support for the application 

and drew upon estimates that had been 

produced in November 2015.

Behind the scenes, several moves 

are now underway to address such 

items as agreeing the lease of the 

council owned trackbed, developing 

funding requirements, developing the 

implementation programme, starting 

outline design and compiling health 

and safety files.

As part of the extension works, 

remodelling of the track layout will 

be undertaken on the railway’s land 

at Leekbrook Junction. Part of these 

remodelling works is for the installation 

of the former north east chord line to 

reinstate the triangle which will allow for 

services to run from Leek to the Cauldon 

Lowe line as well as giving the facility to 

turn locomotives. 

The signalbox at Leekbrook Junction 

will be brought back in to full working 

order as part of the resignalling scheme 

for the new track layout.

Supporting infrastructure works will 

be undertaken at Cheddleton to fully 

reconnect the Down platform line. 

This involves completing the riverbank 

slip repair works, installing a new set 

of points and resignalling to create a 

passing loop.

The original Leek station was 

opened by the North Staffordshire 

Railway in 1849. Competition from 

road transport led to the withdrawal 

of services to Stoke-on-Trent in 1956 

and the remaining passenger services 

to Uttoxeter in 1965. Complete closure 

followed in 1970.

The site of the original station is now 

occupied by a supermarket.

Class 60 joins 
big SVR 
diesel bash
A COLAS Railfreight Class 60 

is the latest locomotive to join 

the line-up for the Severn Valley 

Railway’s May 17-19 spring 

diesel festival.

The guest list so far is: Class 20 

No. 20007 (Michael Owen);  

Class 20 No. 20142 (Michael 

Owen); Class 20 No. 20189 

(Michael Owen); Class 37 

No. 37688 (D05 Preservation 

Limited); Class 42 ‘Warship’ 

D832 Onslaught (Bury Hydraulic 

Group); Class 47 No. 47292 (Great 

Central Railway (Nottingham); 

Class 55 No. 55019 Royal Highland 

Fusilier (Deltic Preservation 

Society); Class 56 No. 56097 (Great 

Central Railway (Nottingham); 

Class 60 (Colas Railfreight); Class 

66 (GBRf); Class 73/1 (GBRf) and 

Class 88 (Direct Rail Services).

The Pioneer Diesel Group’s 

Barrow Hill-based Class 45 Peak 

No. 45060 Sherwood Forester 

will no longer be attending 

the event due to the failure of 

the main generator which will 

require removal for repair.

These will run alongside 

the home fleet of Class 14 

No. D9551, Class 33 No. 33108, 

Class 42 D821 Greyhound, 

Class 50s No. 50031 Hood, 

No. 50035 Ark Royal, No. 50049 

Defiance and Class 52 D1015 

Western Champion.

Kidderminster Diesel Depot 

will be open for visits on the 

Saturday and Sunday only.

THE Severn Valley Railway is 

aiming to assemble the largest 

grouping of a single type of 

locomotive in the history of 

preservation when it celebrates 

the 50th anniversary of the Class 

50s at a special golden jubilee 

gala on October 4-6.

Alongside the ‘Hoovers’ 

based on the line, there will be 

visiting locomotives.

It is hoped that 10 Class 50s 

will be in action working an 

intensive timetable.

Built by English Electric at 

Vulcan Foundry in Newton-

le-Willows between 1967-68, 

the Class 50s were initially on 

a 10-year lease from English 

Electric Leasing, and were used for 

express passenger trains on the 

then non-electrified section of the 

West Coast Main Line between 

Crewe and Scotland.

‘Hoover’ gala 
may set record
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Lord Smith adds weight to 
Maid’s appeal final push
THE Loch Lomond Steamship Company 

has marked the 65th anniversary of the 

launch of the last paddle steamer to be 

built for a British railway company, by 

announcing the appointment of Lord 

Robert Smith of Kelvin KT CH as patron 

of the appeal to raise the last 

£1 million needed to get Maid of the 

Loch steaming again.

Highly-respected Lord Smith, who sits 

on several industrial boards in Scotland, 

is no stranger to transport heritage. He 

headed the successful Riverside Museum 

Appeal to raise an extra £5 million for

Glasgow’s new transport museum before

it opened.

He also played a key role in bringing

South African Railways 15F 4-8-2 No. 3007

home to Glasgow where it was built by

the North British Locomotive Company,

for display in the new museum.

Lord Smith said:“I am delighted with

my latest role as patron of Maid of the

Loch.The Loch Lomond Steamship

Company has worked hard to raise funds

and just needs a final push to raise the

last £1m to get the ship fully refurbished

and sailing again.”

LLSC chairman John Beveridge said:

“We are absolutely thrilled to have Lord

Smith on board. He shares our passion

for paddle steamers and can see the

commercial viability of Maid of the Loch,

once restoration is complete.”

Meanwhile, all hands have been on

deck throughout the winter to prepare

the Paddle Steamer Preservation

Society’s LNER-built PS Waverley for the

2018 season, when it marks the 70th

anniversary of being nationalised in 1948,

as part of the then new British Railways

Caledonian Steam Packet Company fleet.

Newly-appointed director of marine

and technical operations Alasdair

Macmillan has been in charge of full-time

staff and volunteers working on key

tasks which have included surveying 

the world’s last seagoing paddler’s triple 

expansion engine’s main bearings, which, 

like Waverley, date from 1947.

 “The bearings were found to be in 

excellent condition,” said Alisdair, and we 

also surveyed the main engine reversing 

engine and manoeuvring valves, port 

diesel generator, steam fire pump, relief 

valves, oily water separator and sea and 

fresh water tanks. A new, emergency, red 

light has been fitted beside the engine 

room telegraphs to ensure that there are 

no further failures to reverse the engine,

as happened during last season’s slipway

incident at Rothesay.We are determined

to ensure that the failures in service last

season are not repeated.”

Work has also started on future-

proofing the railway-built steamer.

Chief executive Kathleen O’Neill said:

“We realised that the ship will be 100

years old in 2047 and we want to ensure

that it’s still sailing by then.The last

complete overhaul took place in 1997,

and components fitted then are now

becoming life-expired, so we’re working

hard to identify what will need to be

done, as we head towards 2047.

“We are all determined to ensure that

the legacy that is will be still sailing when

it reaches 100.The job to future-proof

Waverleystarts now as does work

towards identifying costs and likely

sources of funding, including launching a

platinum appeal.”

Waverley’s season starts on Friday,

May 25, with a cruise from Glasgow

to Loch Long and finishes, after the

traditional visits to the Bristol Channel, the

south coast of England and theThames,

on Sunday, October 14, on the Clyde.

Full details of timetables, and how to

contribute to the platinum appeal, to

raise funds to future-proof the ship, are at

www.waverleyexcursions.co.uk

LNER-built steamer 
PS Waverley, seen from
the Erskine Bridge
spanning the Clyde at
Erskine, should be
sailing at 100, if funding
can be found. PSPS

Welcome 

home Katie: 

the 1896-built 

0-4-0T is seen 

with (left to right) 

volunteers Jackie 

Pharaoh, John 

Manners, Bob 

Tebb, museum 

curator Peter 

van Zeller and 

museum project 

manager David 

Rounce. RER

Lord Smith is no stranger to railway and steamer heritage. He welcomed the SAR 

15F 4-8-2 home to Glasgow in 2007, and promises to use his skills to spearhead 

the £1m cash drive to get Maid of the Loch sailing again. HUGH DOUGHERTY

Katie comes home to Cumbria after a century away
FROM May 6, the Ravenglass & Eskdale 

Railway will be celebrating the return 

after nearly a century of a 122-year-

old steam locomotive following the 

completion of an extensive restoration 

programme. 

Katie, an 0-4-0T built in 1896 by the 

engineer Sir Arthur Heywood for use 

on the Duke of Westminster’s private 

railway at his Eaton Hall estate in 

Cheshire, worked hard hauling coal and 

materials around the estate, as well as 

giving rides to local schoolchildren and 

even members of the Royal Family.

In 1916, Katie was sold to the 

Ravenglass & Eskdale Railway, then 

newly converted from 3ft to 15in gauge.

However, by then Katie was badly 

worn and its small boiler meant it 

struggled to raise enough steam 

to make the journey up the line. 

Sometimes passengers used to pick 

flowers or play cards while Katie stopped 

for a ‘blow up’.

In 1919, Katie found a new home 

at the Llewellyn Miniature Railway 

in Southport, before moving to the 

Fairbourne Railway in Wales in 1923 

where it was eventually dismantled.

 The remains were given to the Narrow 

Gauge Railway Museum in Tywyn 

before finally returning to Ravenglass 

in 1982 where restoration was begun 

by the Ravenglass Railway Museum 

Heritage Group. 

Four years ago, Katie was moved to 

Station Road Steam in Metheringham, 

Lincolnshire, for the completion of its 

restoration funded by the Ravenglass 

& Eskdale Railway Preservation Society 

Trust. 

The finished locomotive arrived back 

in Ravenglass in June 2017 ready for the 

opening of the new Heritage Lottery 

Fund-backed Ravenglass Railway 

Museum, which earned the line the 

Heritage Railway Association’s Annual 

Award (Large Groups) for 2017.

Museum project manager David 

Rounce, said: “We are proud and excited 

to be welcoming Katie back into steam 

and look forward to May 6 when it 

will be available for all to enjoy and 

appreciate once more.”

Katie will enter traffic the day after 

the line’s ‘Train From Spain.’  Krauss 

Pacific No. 8457, is to be formally named 

Whillan Beck in a ceremony.

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. Heritagerailway.co.uk 43 



Left: Translink’s impressionof

refurbishedWaterside railway station

as centreof theNorthWest Transport

Hub. TRANSLINK

Right: The castingon

WhiteheadRailway

Museum’s station

canopyusinga

Watersidemonogram

asamaster.

HUGHDOUGHERTY

The train shed inuse in1980, justbefore closure,witha

Northern IrelandRailwaysClass 80DEMU loadingbefore

departure forBelfast. TRANSLINK

The façadeof the station in itsheyday, as aVictorian

horsepowerhub. TRANSLINK

Derry station redevelopment
given green light despite protests
ByHughDoughertyandRobinJones

CONTROVERSIALEU-funded£27million

plans toredevelopNorthern Ireland’s

only remainingVictorian-erastation

havebeengiventhego-aheaddespite

publicopposition.

Translink’sproposalwill seethe

redevelopmentofLondonderry’sGradeB

listedWatersidestation–despitenearly

50 lettersofoppositionandapetition

organisedbyrail lobbygroup IntoThe

Westandsignedbythousandsofpeople.

Localcampaignerssaid that the

plans,whichwillnotseetrains run into

thecomplete former trainshed,but

terminateatplatformsoutsidethe

building,aresellingthehistoriccityshort

by failingtoprovideahistoricgatewayfor

boththecityandnorthwest region.The

UlsterArchitecturalSocietyalsobacked

pleas toredrawtheplans tomakefulluse

of the1877-built station’s trainshed,by

bringingtrains insideonceagain.

Translink, theoperatorofNorthern

IrelandRailways,proposes torefurbish

thetrainshed,but touse itasapassenger

facility spacewith roomsforbusiness

andcommunityuse,withdisplaysonthe

heritageof thestationandof theDerry-

Coleraine-Belfast railway line.

However,onApril11,DerryCityand

StrabaneCouncil approvedthescheme

despite theprotests, to thedismay

ofcampaigners.

JimMcBrideof IntoTheWest, said:“We

welcometheplans foramulti-modal

transporthubandallparties involved

agreeonthat.Whatwedon’tagreewith

is thecurrentplanswhichwill fail to

highlightandpositivelyusetherailway

heritage featuresof thestationand

provideDerry,whichoncehadthree

terminal stations,withaworthygateway

tothecityandtheNorthWestby fully

restoring its last, remainingone.

“Wehave lookedatexamples, such

asBirminghamMoorStreetand

WemyssBay,wheresensitive restoration

has restoredthe formercharacterof

thestationsandrevealedtheir rich

architecturalandrailwayheritage.We

want thesameforWaterside.Derry

presents itselfasahistoriccityandour

refurbishedstationneedstoreflect that

too,byusing its trainshedfor trains.”

Watersidestationwasdesignedby

JohnLanyonandbuilt in Italianatestyle

for theBelfast&NorthernCounties

Railway. ItpassedtotheMidlandRailway

NorthernCountiesCommittee in1903, to

theLondonMidland&ScottishRailway in

1923,andbriefly totheBritishTransport

Commission in1948,beforebeingtaken

overbytheUlsterTransportAuthority

in1949.

Northern IrelandRailways tookover

thestationalongwiththeremaining

railways inNorthern Ireland in1968and

closedtheoriginalbuildingandtrain

shed in1980, replacing itwithatwo-

platform,architecturally-brutalist station,

andsellingoff theoriginalbuildings

andtrainshedtocommercial interests.

Translinkhasbought theoldGrade2

listedstationback into itsbuildingstock

and is seekingplanningpermission

fromDerry&StrabaneDistrictCouncil to

implement theplans.

Translinkhasbeensupportedfrom

LondonderryChamberofCommerce

andthenewtrackplans includea

run-round looptoallowheritagesteam

trainsandtheBelmondHibernian luxury,

tourist train tooperate intoDerry.Thishas

satisfiedtheRailwayPreservationSociety

of Irelandoperationally, andaturntable is

availableatColeraine.

IntotheWestbelieves thatWaterside

stationalsohasspecial significanceas it

is the last, intact,originalworkingrailway

terminal station left inNorthern Ireland.

Belfast&NorthernCountiesRailways

monogramsonthestation’s stonework

wereusedaspatterns tocast theB&NCR

monogramsonthereplica railwaystation

canopyatWhiteheadRailwayMuseum.

However, JohnGlass,Translink’sheadof

projects, said that theplannedhub“sets

anewstandard insustainable transport”

andthathehopedworkcouldstartas

soonaspossible.

“Thisdecisionmarks thebeginning

ofasignificant transformation inthe

waypeople travel in thenorth-west

region.Asan importantgateway itwill

encouragemodal shift fromcar topublic

transportandothersustainablemodes

byproviding integratedandconvenient

services toenhanceconnectivityand

encouragemoreactive travel fora

healthier region.

“Inaddition, itoffers socialand

economicbenefitswith thepotential

tobeacatalyst for further investment

and tourism,making the local areamore

attractive tobusiness and investors,

creating jobsandenhancing the

economywhileprotecting thebuilt

heritageof the iconicGradeB listed

Waterside train station.”

MarkLusby from IntoTheWest said

that councillors voted for the“less

thanperfect”over the“potentially

extraordinary”forDerry’s riverfront and

railwayheritage,while JohnAnderson

fromUlsterArchitecturalHeritage

vowedcampaignerswerenotgivingup.

“This is notover,”he said.“We

havedeferred it to theDepartment

for Infrastructure.

“Weare supportiveandhave

beensupportive since2011of a

transporthub.

“It’s notwhat theyaredoing, it’s the

way that theyaredoing it.TheDerry

councillors accepted secondbest.”But

SinnFein’sChristopher Jackson said

thathewas“absolutelydelighted”and

pleasedby thecouncil’s decision.
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Double centenary for
Talyllyn RAF engine
By Robin Jones

A SPECIAL celebration is to be held on 

the Talyllyn Railway to mark the 100th 

birthdays of Barclay 0-4-0WT No. 1431 of 

1918 No. 6 Douglas and also that of the 

Royal Air Force which once owned it.

On June 1-3, Douglas – which has 

already been repainted in RAF Traffic Blue 

– is to be lined up alongside a full-size 

Spitfire in an event titled Leave on the Line. 

Douglas spent most of its working life at 

RAF Calshot near Southampton, and was 

later bought by engineering company 

Abelson’s. In the early days of its volunteer 

operation, the railway had contacted 

firms asking for redundant equipment. 

Abelson’s offered the locomotive to 

the Talyllyn, and in return it named it 

after the donor, Douglas Abelson. After 

presentation in 1953 the locomotive was 

retubed and converted from 2ft to 2ft 3in 

gauge at Griffin Foundry, Oldbury before 

being taken by road to Towyn.

Leave on the Line will recall the 

locomotive’s days of active service during 

the two world wars, in particular the time 

it spent at RAF Calshot, while capturing 

the wartime atmosphere in West Wales 

during the Second World War.

During the war the Tywyn area was 

used as a base for training for anti-aircraft 

battery personnel, while the beaches 

were used to practice amphibious 

landings, including for D-Day itself. 

However, people still took holidays 

during the war, and the area was also 

where people came to take a break from 

the dangers of the big cities and nightly 

bombing. Here service personnel could 

also relax and unwind when on leave. 

It was also the place where many 

railway enthusiasts first discovered the 

then very rundown Talyllyn Railway, 

leading to its eventual preservation.

On the Friday there will be a significant 

RAF presence including, hopefully, 

a flypast of current RAF aircraft. The 

Saturday and Sunday will include a 

recreation of the ‘Calshot Express’ which 

carried personnel along Calshot Spit 

connecting the military encampment 

with the RAF’s primary seaplane base. 

It is also planned to have a floodlit 

photo session featuring No. 6 and 

the Spitfire. The Spitfire itself has an 

RAF Calshot connection being based 

on designer R J Mitchell’s successful 

Schneider Trophy winning seaplanes in 

the races held at Calshot before the war. 

On Easter Sunday, April 1, the actual 

100th anniversary of the RAF’s formation, 

the railway had a special guest for the 

occasion in Squadron Leader Lee Turner. 

He not only has local Welsh connections, 

but also has been chosen to bear the 

Queen’s Colours at the special RAF 

Centenary service which will take place 

in Westminster Abbey in July. He was 

also treated to a trip up the line including 

riding on No. 6’s footplate for part of 

the journey.

Squadron Leader Turner said: “To be 

invited to the railway on the birthday of 

Douglas the engine and the RAF is a real 

honour. My wife has lived in Tywyn all of 

her life and little did I know that when 

I married her, I was marrying an entire 

language, culture and rural community. 

“The RAF has survived these first 100 

years standing for integrity, service 

and working for the community. These 

are traits that are shared by all the staff 

and volunteers at the Talylllyn Railway, 

without whom this area would not have 

such a special jewel to be proud of.”

Douglas will visit the RAF Cosford Air 

Show on Sunday, June 10.

After that, it will also star in a special 

Anything Goes event on the Talyllyn on 

Saturday, June 16 to celebrate the return 

to service of locomotive No. 3 Sir Haydn 

after overhaul at the Vale of Rheidol 

Railway’s workshops in Aberystwyth. 

It will also mark the last weekend of 

working for No. 1 Talyllyn before its 10-

year overhaul. 

Double heading will be the theme for 

the day for all passenger trains. Original 

Talyllyn locomotives Nos. 1 and 2 Dolgoch 

will be in charge of the railway’s vintage 

carriage set. Ex-Corris Railway No. 3  

Sir Haydn will be partnered by its ex-

Corris sister No. 4 Edward Thomas two 

return trips up and down the line, while 

No. 6 will be matched with No.7 Tom Rolt. 

Diesels No. 5 Midlander and No. 9  

Alf will be in action with their own 

engineering workings, while the newest 

additions to the fleet, Baguley diesels 

No. 11 Trecwn and No. 12 Sir Cadvan, 

will also be double heading a special 

passenger service, the former having just 

re-entered service after the fitting of air-

brakes and also repainting into a variation 

on the standard Talyllyn green livery.  

As a finale there will be a gathering of 

every self-powered vehicle on the railway 

at Tywyn Wharf, before a cavalcade of all 

six steam locomotives between Tywyn 

Wharf and Tywyn Pendre stations. 

General manager Stuart Williams said: 

“With the extension of No. 1’s boiler 

certificate and also the potential return of 

locomotive No. 3 it was realised we had 

the opportunity to do something special 

with all six locomotives in steam. 

“We hope it will prove a lot of fun.”

Above: Recently 

repainted in RAF blue 

livery, Barclay 0-4-0WT 

Douglas crosses 

Dolgoch viaduct. TR

Left: Squadron Leader 

Lee Turner poses with 

No.6 Douglas in its RAF 

Centenary livery at 

Tywyn Wharf station 

on Easter Sunday. 

BARBARA FULLER
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EaslofMerioneth, theheritage sector’s first full-sizenew-build locomotive, bowedoutof FfestiniogRailway serviceon

April 8. It is picturedheading its final train.A future restorationhasnotentirelybeen ruledout. ROGER DIMMICK / F&WHR

Apoliceman takesdetails as the car standswedged

alongsideNo. 823Countess. JOHN TITLOW

Theclearly-visiblewarningsignsat thecrossing

telling roadusers togiveway to trains. JOHN TITLOW

Earl of Merioneth bows out 
after 39 years’ fine service
By Robin Jones

THE Ffestiniog Railway’s ground-

breaking new-build double Fairlie Earl 

of Merioneth has been withdrawn from 

service to make way for a replacement 

locomotive. 

‘The Earl’,  affectionately known as The 

Square due to its angular appearance, 

has reached the end of its 10-year 

certificate and needs a new boiler, a new 

boiler cradle, smokeboxes, chimneys 

and water tanks. 

Only its power bogies, built in 1986, 

are serviceable and they are in need 

of heavy overhaul and new tyres. The 

decision was therefor made that building 

a brand new locomotive was the best 

approach rather than patching up one 

that is life-expired.

Earl of Merioneth hauled its final 

revenue-earning trains on Sunday, 

April 8 as the rostered locomotive on 

the 10.05am and 1.35am return trips to 

Blaenau Ffestiniog. 

Later that day it made its final run 

to Blaenau with an evening ‘staff only’ 

special, returning to Boston Lodge for 

the last time at around 9.30pm.  

Earl of Merioneth was built in 1979 

and can claim a unique place in railway 

preservation history as the first full-size 

all-new-build steam locomotive on any 

heritage line in the UK – and now also

the first to be withdrawn.

However, the Ravenglass & Eskdale

Railway (RER), a 15in gauge line which

runs locomotives based on reduced

versions of main line types, took delivery

of new-build LNER Gresley P1 2-8-2-style

River Mite from builder Clarkson ofYork in

1966.The RER then built a new 2-6-2 by

itself in the railway’s own workshops at

Ravenglass. Named Northern Rock after

the building society which sponsored it,

Welshpool & LlanfairCountess in collision with car at Cyfronydd

the locomotive entered traffic in 1976.

Some observers will say that they were 

preservation’s first new-builds, but others 

will express the view that they are nearer 

in concept to miniature railway steam 

locomotives, while Earl of Merioneth was 

a full-size project.

Earl of Merioneth will be placed in dry 

storage on its original 1979 bogies so as 

not to preclude restoration at a later date.

It will be replaced by a replica of double 

Fairlie No. 8 James Spooner, which was 

built by Avonside in 1872 and withdrawn 

in 1928. Several parts of the original 

survive to the present day, the wheels 

being under Livingston Thompson at the 

National Railway Museum in York.

The new James Spooner will have a 

traditional appearance, and it is hoped 

that some original components and 

design details will be incorporated into 

the new locomotive.

It is planned that the new James 

Spooner will enter traffic in 2020, in time 

for the 150th anniversary of the Little 

Wonder trials in 1870, when the world’s 

first successful double engine hauled a 

train of 111 slate wagons, six carriages, 

60 passengers and 12 goods wagons 

1350ft long.

46 Heritagerailway.co.uk Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway

NEWS

AN INVESTIGATION into a level crossing collision 

on the Welshpool & Llanfair Light Railway involving 

original Beyer Peacock 0-6-0T No. 823 Countess and 

a car is underway.

The collision occurred 11.50am on Thursday,  

April 5, on the level crossing at Cyfronydd station.

The driver of the red Chevrolet Spark – a local 

man in his sixties, the 77 passengers on board 

and the train crew were unhurt. The car was 

badly damaged and there was also damage to 

the locomotive.

Dyfed-Powys Police were called and train services 

were cancelled for the rest of the day, while the 

stock in the incident was returned to Llanfair 

Caereinion. The road near the station was closed for 

three hours.

The railway started its own investigation after 

informing the Rail Accident Investigation Branch. 

The railway has declined to make any further 

comment while the investigation is underway.

Cyfronydd is a halt where trains pass each other 

when a two train service is operating. Passengers are 

able to alight and photograph the other locomotive.

Former Conservative Party leader and 

Foreign Secretary William Hague lives in nearby 

Cyfronydd Hall.
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NEWS FOCUS SPECIAL

E
very year looks like being 
the last one but the following 
year it is advertised again 

by the Railway Touring Company 
and the 11th ‘Great Britain’ 
railtour duly appeared in the 
2018 tour brochure and set off 
from King’s Cross on Thursday, 
April 19 in the capable hands 
of LNER A3 Pacific No. 60103 
Flying Scotsman.

What has become predictable  
for the ‘GB’ series is that the  
train will not run with the  
originally advertised motive 
power. This tends to be for a 
variety of unforeseen reasons 
and not entirely as a result of 
locomotives being unavailable.

Even Flying Scotsman was 
advertised as provisional, as the 
National Railway Museum had 
not finalised a new operating 
agreement for the A3 at the 
time that ‘GBIX’ was originally 
advertised. However, once the new 
agreement had been agreed for 
Ian Riley to continue to run the 
engine, a firm booking was made.

Flying Scotsman hauled the leg 
from King’s Cross to Scarborough 
on day one, taking a roundabout 
route via Hertford, Cambridge, 

TRIUMPHS
‘GREAT BRITAIN XI’

OVER ADVERSITY
With steam running throughout from King’s Cross to Victoria  
via Scarborough, Ais Gill, Kyle of Lochalsh, Llandrindod Wells  
and Swanage, using seven different steam engines, this year’s  
‘Great Britain’ tour was as ambitious as its predecessors.  
As Brian Sharpe reports, the 11th trip in the series was again  
a great success, if not quite as originally expected.

LNER A3 Pacific No. 60103 Flying Scotsman waits to depart from King’s Cross with the ‘Great Britain 

XI’. JAMES HAMILTON



On day two, SR Merchant Navy Pacific No. 35018
British India Line heads the York-Carlisle leg of

the tour past Sheriff Brow. DAVE HUNT

LNER A3 Pacific No. 60103 Flying Scotsman departs from Lincoln with the King’s 

Cross to Scarborough leg. BRIAN SHARPE

On the first day of the ‘Great Britain XI’, LNER A3 Pacific No. 60103 Flying Scotsman 

climbs Harringay bank shortly after departing from King’s Cross. JOHN TITLOW

  Heritagerailway.co.uk 49 

Peterborough and Lincoln. To save 
unnecessary light engine mileage, 
Scotsman took the train back 
from Scarborough to York on day 
two where it handed over to the 
recently-overhauled SR Merchant 
Navy Pacific No. 35018 British 
India Line, which is now a  
fully-fledged member of the West 
Coast Railways’ main line fleet.

The Merchant Navy took the 

train on to Carlisle, making its 
debut on the Settle & Carlisle line 
in the process. The engine made 
an apparently effortless climb of 
the ‘long drag’ in glorious weather 
and with no sign of the steam leak 
that had plagued the engine on its 
earlier runs.

Double-headed Jubilees
At Carlisle, two more of West 

Coast’s fleet took over for the 
run over Beattock to Edinburgh 
in the shape of LMS Jubilee 
4-6-0s No. 45690 Leander and 
45699 Galatea, finally bringing 
the sight and sound of double-
headed Jubilees back to Britain’s 
main lines. In 2017, ‘GBX’ had 
been booked for haulage from 
York through to Inverness by 
John Cameron’s LNER A4 Pacific 

No. 60009 Union of South Africa 
but the engine had failed en route 
from Carnforth to York. This year, 
the plan was for No. 60009 to head 
the Edinburgh to Inverness leg on 
day three, running via Aberdeen.

Further complications
Pathing problems necessitated 

the route being changed to the 
more direct line via Perth, with 



SR Merchant Navy Pacific No. 35018 British India Line passes through Dent station on its first run over the Settle & Carlisle

line. ALAN WEAVER

50 Heritagerailway.co.uk 

assistance from LNER B1 4-6-0 
No. 1264 over the Highland 
main line.

Further complications started to 
appear as the B1’s availability for 
the trip became doubtful. Winter 
maintenance work at Grosmont 
had overrun but the engine made 
its return to the main line after 
several years, with RTC’s ‘Whitby 
Flyer’ trips in early April and the 
engine was pronounced fit to 
tackle Drumochter and Slochd. 

But then at the last minute the 
A4 was pronounced out of gauge 
for the Highland main line and, 
worse still, Network Rail advised 
that it had not had time to gauge 
the B1 for the ECML north of 
Darlington and arrangements had 
to be made to transport it by road 
from the NYMR to Bo’ness to take 
up its duties.

Firebox repairs
Fortunately, with two Jubilees 
in Edinburgh after day two, 
although the Scottish Railway 
Preservation Society had taken 
advantage of the situation by 
hiring Leander for a couple of 
‘Forth Circle’ trips on the day 
in question, Galatea remained 
available. The solution was 
therefore to use the A4 as far 
as Perth, where it would hand 
over to the double-headed 
combination of No. 1264 and 
Galatea, certainly making a rare 
sight in the Highlands.

But it went from bad to worse as 
with Scotsman already heading 
north with the train, ‘Number 

LNER A3 Pacific No. 60103 Flying Scotsman departs from York for Scarborough. DAVE RODGERS

The first LMS Jubilee double-header on the main line in preservation, No. 45690 Leander and No. 45699 Galatea, storm up 

Beattock with the Carlisle-Edinburgh leg of ‘GBXI’ on April 20. NEVILLE WELLINGS



LMS Jubilee 4-6-0s Nos. 45690 Leanderand 45699Galateadepart from Beattock loop on April 20. PETER AINSWORTH

The first LMS Jubilee double-header on the main line in preservation, No. 45690
Leander and No. 45699 Galatea, cross Metal Bridge approaching the Scottish

border with the Carlisle-York leg of ‘GBXI’ on April 20. KARL HEATH
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LNER B1 4-6-0 No. 1264 and LMS Jubilee 4-6-0 No. 45699 Galatea head north over the Highland main line past Carrbridge 

towards Slochd summit on day three of the tour. PHIL WATERFIELD
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Nine’ was pronounced unfit to 
travel to Scotland. At first it was 
thought that the engine might 
join the tour at Cardiff for the last 
two days, but the firebox repairs 
needed were more extensive than 
first thought and it has been 
withdrawn from service (see 
Headline News).

B1 in sole charge
Instead, No. 1264 took the train 
from Edinburgh to Perth, where 
it teamed up with Galatea to 
double-head onwards to Inverness 
as planned, although a diesel 
was attached to the rear of the 
train throughout.

The B1 was in sole charge of 
Sunday’s run from Inverness to 
Kyle of Lochalsh and return – the 
first appearance of such an engine 
on the line that is a severe test of 
any steam locomotive. No. 1264 
made the customary slip on the 
flange lubricator at Fodderty 
Junction but recovered well and 
coped admirably with its task.

It was originally planned 
that the train would run from 
Inverness right through to 
Grange-over-Sands via the 
Cumbrian Coast on day five, 
with the A4 hauling the train 
throughout, assisted by the B1 
as far as Perth. This proved to be 
over-ambitious and the route was 
changed to Oxenholme via Shap. 

In view of the A4 not being 
permitted north of Perth, the B1 
and Galatea were in charge as far 
as Perth, where No. 60009 had 
been booked to take over from the 
B1 to give a red Jubilee plus green 
A4 combination. Instead the two 
Jubilees were again in charge.

Perhaps fortunately, day six had 
been planned as a free day for the 
passengers in the Lake District 
and this gave a bit more time to 
get engines into position for the 
southern part of the tour.

Although originally scheduled 
for the double-headed Jubilee 
combination, in a surprise  
last-minute change of plan, 
a diesel took the train out of 
Grange-over-Sands on day six, 
but then handed over to British 

India Line at Carnforth for the 
run to Crewe. 

Another change of plan saw 
LMS 8F 2-8-0 No. 48151 being 
replaced by ‘Black Five’ No. 45212 
for the Crewe to Cardiff via the 
Central Wales line, after the 8F 
was declared out of gauge for 
the route.

Headed for Swanage
‘GBIX’ had already travelled on 
rather different sections of line 
from its predecessors but the last 
two days of the tour saw a major 
departure in that the train did 
not head for Cornwall, as has 
usually been the case. Instead, it 
was due to head for Swanage, with 
booked motive power of Southern 
pedigree. However, West Country 

Pacific No. 34046 Braunton had 
been ruled out of the equation 
and instead No. 60009 had been 
booked to continue south from 
Carnforth light engine for further 
duties on the train.

The A4 was therefore due to set 
off from Cardiff on day seven, 
running via Bristol to Yeovil 
Junction, where it would meet up 
with Swanage-based SR U class 
2-6-0 No. 31806. 

In view of the A4 being 
unavailable due to its firebox 
problems, the logical answer was 
for No. 45212 to substitute for it 
on the last two days. 

To tackle Upwey bank
The ‘Black Five’ would be turned 
on the turntable at Yeovil Junction 
and then the two locomotives 
would top and tail back to Yeovil 
Town, then continue south with 
the mogul leading, to Weymouth. 
From Weymouth, with the 5MT 
leading and the mogul tender-first 
banking, the train was to tackle 
Upwey bank, continuing up the 
South Western main line as far as 
Wareham, where it would reverse 
to take the Swanage branch to  
the seaside. 

Finally, on Friday, April 27, 
No. 45212 would again be in 
sole charge for the last leg of the 
tour, running from Swanage to 
Victoria via Netley, Havant and 
the Portsmouth direct line to 
Guildford.  

The latest ‘Great Britain’ 
tour certainly proved to be one 
of the biggest tests yet of the 
resourcefulness of operator West 
Coast Railways, the Railway 
Touring Company, Network Rail 
and the locomotive owners and 
support crews.



LNER B1 4-6-0 No. 1264 runs alongside
Loch Carron near Stromeferry 

with Sunday’s trip from Inverness
to Kyle of Lochalsh. TREVOR GREGG

LMS Jubilee No. 45699Galateaand LNER B1 4-6-0 No. 1264 climb away from Dunkeld on April 23 heading for Perth. KARL HEATH
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LMS 4-6-0 No. 46100 Royal Scot passes Conwy 

Castle with Saphos Trains’ first steam railtour, 

the ‘North Wales Coast Express’ from Crewe to 

Holyhead on April 14. ROBERT FALCONER



Swanagemogul goesmain line
By Cedric Johns

FRIDAY, April 13 – considered unlucky for 

some – turned out to be a red letter day 

for those planning future developments 

of the Swanage Railway, when Maunsell 

2-6-0 No. 31806 successfully ran to 

Weymouth and Yeovil with a loaded test 

train to gain its main line ticket.

“It was a highly enjoyable day,” 

said James Cox the Purbeck Line’s 

locomotive, carriage and wagon 

superintendent. “The engine performed 

just as we had hoped.”

Formed with five Mk.I coaches plus 

Swanage-based Crompton D6515 

Lt Jenny Lewis RN, some 230 tons in all, 

the test train ran to Wareham with the 

mogul leading, whereupon joining 

the Bournemouth-Weymouth line the 

formation reversed direction, the diesel 

taking the lead.

The 2-6-0’s first real test was to head 

the train back out of Weymouth towards 

the Yeovil Railway Centre’s yard at 

Yeovil Junction.

Virtually working against the collar 

for 20 miles from the start, the line 

out of Weymouth steepens, passing 

Upwey to finish with 1-in-50/52 

through Bincombe Tunnel, the engine 

achieving a creditable 24mph over 

the summit.

The gradients ease through 

Dorchester West and Maiden Newton 

but then No.31806 faced the testing 

climb up to Evershot, the final 1-in-95 

section encouraging the 2-6-0 to reveal 

its presence by exhaustively blasting its 

way up over the final yards.

From there it was all downhill to 

Yeovil Pen Mill where the train reversed, 

the Crompton taking rolling stock 

and engine the short distance to 

Yeovil Junction.

Having arrived in the railway centre’s 

yard, the mogul was moved onto the pit 

to take water, have the fire cleaned and 

for a general look around the engine.

It was not turned because when ready 

it was attached tender first to the rear of 

the train which was diesel-hauled from

Pen Mill back toWeymouth.

Following one hour and 20 minutes

in Jersey sidings (pathing), given the

nod, the 2-6-0 led the way, climbing

up through Bincombe for the second

time and having cleared Dorchester

maintained 60mph across Hardy

country towardsWareham.

The final leg was worked by the

Crompton which towed rolling stock

and the mogul back to Swanage via

Corfe Castle.

Owner John Bunch and close

colleague Barry Eden travelled as guests

on the train, which covered 134 miles

during the day and was crewed byWest

Coast driver Dave Hewson, fireman Chris

Birmingham and traction inspector

AndyTaylor.

As for No. 31806, Friday, April 13 was

the first time that the engine had turned

a wheel in steam on a main line since it

was withdrawn from Guildford shed by

BR in 1964.

Rebuilt as 2-6-0 from a K (River) class

2-6-4T in 1928 and numbered A806,

No. 31806 is thought to be one of the

oldest main line engines in service

this year.

The 2-6-0 was due to play a part in

the penultimate stage of RTC’s‘Great

Britain XI’tour, which is scheduled to

head fromYeovil Pen Mill toWeymouth,

then act as banker on Upwey bank and

lead the train once more fromWareham

to Swanage.

Thought to be the first SR U class 2-6-0 to steam in to Yeovil since June 1964, on 

its first main line outing and loaded test run, the Swanage Railway’s No. 31806 

arrives at Yeovil Pen Mill from Swanage beneath the superb semaphores top and 

tailed with Class 33 D6515 on April 13. MARK PIKE

LNER B1 4-6-0 No. 1264 passes Middlesbrough with the Railway Touring Company’s ‘Whitby Flyer’ from to York on April

14. MAURICE BURNS

Duke attracts 

more attention
SINCE the announcement was made 

that Duke of Gloucester would be 

joining Tyseley’s locomotive line-up, 

Vintage Trains has reported that its 

website has registered over 400 hits 

from enthusiasts wanting to learn more 

about BR’s unique three cylinder 8P 

express 4-6-2.

“It’s quite remarkable,” commented 

the locomotive’s managing trust 

chairman, Trevor Tuckley. “When we 

announced that we had signed a 

10-year agreement to base the Duke 

at Tyseley we didn’t realise that the 

news would raise even more interest in 

the engine.”

“We already have viable, positive 

membership but, if say 10% of those 

showing interest joined our ‘family’, it 

would put this year’s new members 

target well on track.”

Talking of members, the trust has 

circulated the membership with a 

special, exclusive offer inviting them 

to ride behind the Duke when it makes 

its first loaded, main line test run after 

overhaul next year.

Priced at just £10, tickets will be 

ofered on a irst come, irst served basis 

when details of the trip are inalised. 

Members will be advised when tickets 

(one per member) are made available.
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LNER A3 Pacific No. 60103 Flying Scotsman arrives at Crewe working from 

Castleton to Acton Lane on April 17, to work the Railway Touring Company’s 

‘Great Britain XI’ charter. Rebuilt SR West Country Pacific No. 34046 Braunton, still 

masquerading as Battle of Britain No. 34052 Lord Dowding, stands alongside on a 

Locomotive Services Ltd crew training run to Chester. SIMON POOLE

LMS ‘Black Five’ 4-6-0 No. 45212 tops Hurstbourne Bank at Wyke Bridge with Steam

Dreams’ ‘Cathedrals Express’ from Ipswich to Salisbury on April 5. ALAN HOLDING

WITH its ‘GB XI’ nine-day tour 

completed for another year, the 

Railway Touring Company’s tour 

programme of days out returns on 

Saturday, May 12, with a summer 

version of the ever-popular 

‘Cumbrian Mountain Express’.

The first of a short series of three, 

these popular trains follow RTC’s 

standard format by departing 

Euston with electric traction in the 

shape of class 86 No. 86259 Les 

Ross, routed down the West Coast 

Main Line as far as Carnforth, where 

steam takes over for the run over 

Shap to Carlisle, returning via the 

Settle and Carlisle. The other two 

runs are Saturdays, July 14 and 

October 13.

On May 19, RTC’s ‘Coast to Coast 

Express’ runs from Liverpool Lime 

Street to Scarborough.

Routed by way of Rainhill, the 

train picks up at Manchester 

Piccadilly and Sheffield, arriving at 

the latter station after threading 

the three-and-a-half mile long 

Totley Tunnel.

A week later, on Saturday, 

May 26, ‘The Hadrian’ departs 

Norwich for Carlisle, calling at 

virtually every station between 

Wymondham and Peterborough.

Diesel hauled as far as Hellifield, 

steam comes on in the shape of one 

of the by-now ubiquitous 4-6-0s for 

the Settle and Carlisle leg of the trip.

Two trains are scheduled to run 

on Saturday, June 9, both running 

to holiday resorts Paignton and 

Kingswear to the south west and 

Scarborough to the north east.

Diesel-hauled from an unusual 

starting point of Woking, the 

‘Express’ picks up at Guildford, 

Reading, Newbury and Westbury, 

steam coupling on at Bristol to 

run via Yatton, Taunton, Exeter 

and Newton Abbot, setting down 

at Paignton, terminating 

at Kingswear.

To the north, the ‘East 

Yorkshireman’ sets out from 

Manchester Piccadilly stopping at 

Romiley, Hathersage and Sheffield 

before travelling eastwards 

through Doncaster, Goole, 

Driffield and Bridlington picking 

up the York-Scarborough line at 

Seamer Junction.

Union of South Africa is in 

action on Saturday, June 16, with 

the ’Cotswold Venturer’ which, 

departing Paddington, heads 

for Worcester calling at Slough, 

Reading and Didcot thence by way 

of the Cotswold Line, Charlbury, 

Kingham, Moreton-in-Marsh 

and Evesham.

This train and itinerary is repeated 

on Saturday, August 25.

On Saturday, June 23, the 

‘Scarborough Flyer’ heads out of 

Scarborough behind A3 Flying 

Scotsman, destined for London 

Ealing Broadway.

Travelling via York, Doncaster and 

Lincoln and Spalding, the ‘Flyer’ 

rejoins the East Coast Main Line 

at Peterborough.

Leaving the main line 

approaching King’s Cross, the train 

is routed through Acton Wells 

to Ealing.

‘The Yorkshireman’ is booked to 

leave Ealing Broadway on Saturday, 

June 30, to return the A3 to York 

via Kettering and Melton Mowbray, 

diesel traction working the 

return journey.

RTC après ‘Great Britain XI’

‘Fellsman’ summer 
season opens
THE ever-popular ‘Fellsman’ summer 

season opens on Tuesday, May 29, when 

the first of this year’s tourist trains departs 

Lancaster for some 270 miles of steam 

hauled excursions which climax with 

journeys over the Settle and Carlisle line.

As in previous years the trains operate 

on selective Tuesdays between May and 

August using motive power supplied 

by West Coast’s Carnforth-based fleet. In 

reality steam on the day can be anything 

from an 8F 2-8-0 to one of the Train 

Operating Company’s Jubilee 4-6-0s. 

That said, depending on locomotives 

available, there could be an outside 

chance that Carnforth’s latest,  

Merchant Navy class 4-6-2 No. 35018 

British India Line might make an 

occasional, unannounced appearance 

at the head of a train.

Starting from Lancaster, ‘Fellsman’ 

trains call at Preston, Blackburn, Clitheroe 

and long Preston (near Settle) travelling 

through the Yorkshire Dales en route 

to Carlisle via the S&C. As an alternative 

passenger break in Carlisle, tourists can 

alight at Appleby for a tour of the Lake 

District on board a vintage coach.

‘Fellsman’ operating dates – all 

Tuesdays – begin on May 29 and run as 

follows: June 12 and 26, July 10 and 24, 

August 7 and 21.

As is general practice with these 

trains, no definite locomotive has been 

allocated for the departure on May 29. 

From experience, decisions on motive 

power are made a few days before a train 

leaves Lancaster.

HAVING completed five successful trips 

last year, Hastings Diesels Limited is up 

and running and has already completed 

the first tour with its former Southern 

Region DEMU narrow bodied set.

Starting from Hastings on Saturday, 

April 21, the ‘West Norfolk Wanderer’ 

travelled to King’s Lynn visiting the 

Middleton Towers branch. The trip 

included crossing the new flyover 

at Hitchin, then travelling on via 

Cambridge and Ely.

Next up, the ‘South Devon Coaster’ 

departs Hastings on Saturday, June 

16, for Exeter, Dawlish, Teignmouth 

and Paignton.

After Hastings, the six-coach unit calls 

‘at all the usual stations’ to Tonbridge – 

including St Leonards Warrior Square, 

Battle, Etchingham and Tunbridge Wells.

From Tonbridge, the ‘Coaster’ picks up 

at Redhill, Guildford and Reading before

heading down the Hants & Berks line to

Taunton thence over Whiteball to Exeter 

St Davids.

Restarting, the unit makes for 

Newton Abbot  setting down at 

Dawlish, Teignmouth and its final 

destination Paignton.

Other trips on the drawing board are a 

visit to the Gloucester area on 

August 8, Stourbridge, Kidderminster 

and the Severn Valley Railway on 

September 8 and a Christmas outing 

from Hastings to Charing Cross and 

other points in the London area as 

yet undated.

Surprisingly perhaps, the unit 

incorporates a buffet service throughout 

the day and for passengers travelling 

club class, refreshments which include 

an evening meal with wine served at 

table on the return journey.

Club class enables passengers to travel 

either in the trailer coach (£91 return) or

the motor coach £96.

Hastings Diesels are go...
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LMS 4-6-0 No. 46100 Royal Scot digs

into the climb away from Holyhead

with Saphos Trains’ inaugural ‘North

Wales Coast Express’ returning to

Crewe on April 14. ANDREW BELL

LMS 4-6-0 No. 46100 Royal Scot passes the derelict LNWR signalbox at Rhyl station with Saphos Trains’ inaugural ‘North

Wales Coast Express’ on April 14. BRIAN DOBBS

LMS 4-6-0 No. 46100 Royal Scot 
approaches Penmaenmawr with 
Saphos Trains’ inaugural ‘North 
Wales Coast Express’ from Crewe 
on April 14. KARL HEATH

Saphos in business!
By Cedric Johns and Brian Sharpe

SATURDAY, April 14, was a big day in the 

history of main line steam preservation, 

as Saphos Trains’ first steam railtour, the 

‘North Wales Coast Express’ made its 

historic journey from Crewe to Holyhead 

hauled by LMS 4-6-0 No. 46100 

Royal Scot.

This was the first time for many years 

that a new Train Operating Company 

had run a steam-hauled passenger train 

on the main line, an achievement that 

should not be underestimated. 

When British Railways was privatised 

in 1994, main line steam operations 

were exclusively handled by EWS 

(English Welsh & Scottish Railways) 

and this monopoly was only broken 

by David Smith’s Carnforth-based West 

Coast Railways which made a successful 

bid to become a TOC which specialised 

in steam.

Many TOCs have come and gone 

but West Coast has tended to be the 

dominant force in main line steam 

while the successor to EWS, DB Cargo, 

continues to handle the remaining part 

of the steam market. 

Jeremy Hosking has become one 

of the movement’s most prolific 

locomotive owners and preservationists 

and has assembled an impressive 

fleet of main line-registered steam 

locomotives, based and maintained at 

an impressive depot at Crewe under the 

banner of Icons of Steam.

With a set of coaches and a number 

of main line diesels also in the stock of 

Locomotive Services Ltd, the company 

set out to become a TOC, able to operate 

its own trains using its own locomotives, 

coaches and crews. Locomotive Services 

(TOC) Ltd was set up to handle the 

applications for the necessary safety 

certificate, passenger licence and 

track access agreement and in due 

course, having successfully obtained 

the certification, received approval to 

commence operations.

Marketed by its subsidiary company, 

Saphos Trains, the first steam-hauled 

public passenger train to be operated by 

the new TOC made a successful sell-out 

run from Crewe to Holyhead in glorious 

sunshine to usher in a new era of main 

line steam operations. 

58 Heritagerailway.co.uk Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway

MAIN LINE NEWS



LMS 4-6-0 No. 46100 Royal Scot departs from 
Llandudno Junction with Saphos Trains’ inaugural 
‘North Wales Coast Express’ on April 14. DAVE HUNT
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EXCLUSIVE

ByCedric Johns

STEAMDreamshasannounced that

its annual‘Cathedrals Express’nine-day

tour is tobe revivedon theUK’s shores

for the first time since2014,when Flying

Scotsmanheadlines its‘Highlands&

IslandsExplorer’inMaynext year.

After threeyearsof running in Ireland,

the last trip including the IsleofMan

and thismonth’s (April) tourofGermany,

next year’s‘Explorer’will beextra special

with involvementof the‘world’smost

famousengine’.

SteamDreams’founderMarcus

Robertson sayshe is excitedat the

prospectof renewingacquaintancewith

Highlands& Islands.

“For all of us at SteamDreams

theHighlands& Islandshasalways

been themostwonderful tourwith

unbeatable scenery.

“Theopportunity to takeFlying

Scotsmannorth to Inverness and

to renew its 1970doubleheading

action, this timewithDavidBuck’s B1

Mayflower, isagreatopportunity for the

Class 54-6-0 to show itspaceson fast

main linesbesidesdigging inon the

gradientsof theScottishbranches.

“There isnodoubt thatday five (of

next year’s tour)will bemarqueeday

for steamenthusiasts.Whenwedid this

in2014 itwasprobably thebestday

workingwithaWestCoast combination

partneredwithoneof IanRiley’s

‘Black Fives’”

“Itwasquite a longdaydeparting

Inverness at 7amandarrivingFort

Williamat9pm–butonly11of

those travellingwithusopted for a

direct coach transferof twohours

from Inverness!”

Breaking new ground
LookingaheadwithanticipationMarcus

said that the tourdeparts King’sCross

onThursday,May9, forYorkand itwill

be theonly leg tousemodern traction.

FlyingScotsman then takes the‘Explorer’

over theborder toEdinburgh.

It is thenext daywhen Flying

Scotsmanbreaksnewground in the

21st centurywith its scheduled run to

theHighland capital.Thehope is that

onFriday,May10, theA3will cross the

ForthBridge via the coastal route anda

layover inAberdeen.

“If nopath canbe found then

themore traditional routeover the

Highlandmain linewill beused,”

saidMarcus.

DayThree sees anew locomotive

enter the fray – LNERB14-6-0No. 61306

Mayflower,ownedof coursebynewly

appointedSteamDreams chairman,

DavidBuck.

The4-6-0will headnorth toWick and

Thurso taking the‘Explorer’as far as a

three-hourbreak atDunrobinCastle,

ancestral homeof the Earls of Caithness,

perchedhighabove the seawith its

own station at the endof thedrive.

The followingday,Mayflower is back

in chargeworkingover oneof the

world’smost scenic railways, running

from Inverness toKyle of Lochalsh, the

route takinga straight line fromeast to

west across northern Scotlandgiving

memorable viewsofmountains, lochs

and the sea.

For enthusiasts some real effortwill

be expectedof theB1on theheavily

graded line.

Passengerswhowant to spendmore

timeon theHebrides leave the train for

twonights onBonnie PrinceCharlie’s

hideawaybefore rejoining the tour on

day six atMallaig,whenpassengers

will have theopportunity to sample

the‘Jacobite’train or visitMull and

Iona.Thosewhohavebeenenjoying

twodaysonSkyewill rejoin the tour

by ridingon the‘Jacobite’back to

FortWilliam.

Harkingback today five,Marcus said:

“Thedaycreates twothings. It is a repeat

of thehighly successful eventsof2014

when IanRiley’s‘BlackFives’double-

headedall theway fromInverness to the

lowlandsandthenuptheother sideof

thecountry toFortWilliam”.

“Next year oneof the‘Black Fives’

will be involvedbut thedaywill begin

with theA3andB1. Itwill be exactly

the combination that 42 years ago

headeda16-coach train round the

CumbrianCoast.

Scotsman leaves the tour in the

lowlands anda‘Black Five’will double-

headwith theB1on theWestHighland

main line viaCrianlarich andacross

RannochMoor.

Onday seven the tour headsback

southwith two4-6-0sworking in

harnessbut at apoint yet tobeagreed,

the‘Black Five’will returnnorth to Fort

William for‘Jacobite’duties,Mayflower

taking the tour on toPenrith for two

passengernights in theNorthernLakes.

While at theLakes, optional visits

will beorganised to theOldRatty

(Ravenglass&EskdaleRailway) and the

Lakeside&HaverthwaiteRailway.

And finally...
Finally, daynine– theendof the tour

– theB1heads the‘Explorer’down the

WestCoastMainLine toLondon.

Summingup,MarcusRobertson

commented:“Obviously someof the

schedulewill havechangedbynext

MayandWestCoasthas said the tour

might take longerbuteven if this is

the case, I suspectmostpeoplewill

opt toexperienceaonce ina lifetime

mixtureofdouble-heading, scenery

and thecamaraderiewhich iswhat the

Highlands is all about!”

SteamDreams launches nine-
dayHighlands& Islands tour

LMS ‘Black Five’ 4-6-0 No. 45157 climbs towards Glenfinnan with West Coast Railway’s ‘Jacobite’ from Fort William to Mallaig on April 1. BEN COLLIER
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LOCOMOTIVE PERFORMANCE THEN AND NOW

WITH FULL

REGULATOR
By Don Benn

THIS time I am covering ‘The Ebor Flyer’ which ran on 

April 14 after many months’ planning. This was to be 

the first official 90mph public run with LNER A1 Pacific 

No. 60163 Tornado following its successful high speed 

test in April 2017, almost exactly a year earlier. Then it ran 

up to 91mph after Tursdale, north of Darlington on its 

northbound run with a load of 405 tons which included 

nine coaches and a non-working class 67 diesel. On the 

return run 100mph was reached near Alne between 

Darlington and York 

As this test was successful, the A1 Trust with its 

operating partners set about planning a trip where

in replanning the stock workings and crew duties that

this entailed but despite the moanings mainly by the

keyboard warriors on National Preservation there is no

doubt that this was the correct decision and welcomed

by the majority as the alternative would have been

cancellation.

Graham Bunker summed the situation up well when

he said to me that they were are all miffed and that it

would have been much easier to cancel or go to play on

the S&C. But they didn’t. He also told me at that stage

that the load would be 12 including a generator coach,

so the air conditioned Mk.2 stock would be okay. I then

began to worry about some of the 90mph sections,

especially the one after Stevenage which contained two

75mph restrictions at key points, but as it turned out my

concerns were unfounded.

And so came the day at last and after a very early

start I found myself on platform 6 at King’s Cross in the

company of many old friends in the timing fraternity,

most of whom were in the front passenger coach.The

consist was support coach, eight Mk.2 coaches, Mk.1

kitchen car, a Mk.1 BSK and the generator coach, a total

of 419 tons tare or about 445 tons full, a good load for

any steam loco to reach 90mph with anywhere really.

Our driver was Paul Major with Dave Proctor on the

shovel andTI Don Clarke.We got away a minute late and

ran well out to the only pick-up station of Potters Bar

running at 55-56 mph up the 1-in-200 from Oakleigh

Park to HadleyWood.Table One shows the details of this

and the restart on the next section.We duly sat just short

of milepost 21 at Digswell where we were passed by

the planned service trains before setting off with some

vigour on the way toYork, or so we thought!

There was a temporary speed restriction (TSR) to 59

at Knebworth and we had just got into the70s after

Stevenage when the brakes came on for another check

to 49mph atWymondley, cause unknown. Recovery

through Hitchin was also circumspect and I was just

beginning to wonder if there was a problem when

acceleration down the 1-in-200/264 toThree Counties

at 83mph was very rapid.The next few minutes were

indeed very exciting as speed continued to rise to

87.4mph at Arlesley, falling only to 86.3 at the top of the

90mph could be used in pathing plus of course the 

capability of Tornado to run for longer stretches between 

stops for water than most other main line-certified 

engines due to its 5,000 gallon capacity tender. This fitted 

with the objectives of keeping trains hauled by Tornado 

on ever busier main lines without excessively long end 

to end journey times. In 2009, King’s Cross to York had 

been possible in two minutes over four hours within the 

75mph limit but there really wasn’t anything to spare as 

the train running in Table Four shows.

 I had booked on ‘The Ebor Flyer’ as far back as 

September last year and so I eagerly awaited the details 

of times for the trip. These were very late coming but 

when they appeared I was astonished to see that the

train was only given three hours 18 minutes toYork and

three hours 40 minutes on its return. Clearly there was

going to be some very fast start to stop sections and

although nothing appeared on RealTimeTrains until just

before the departure date I was able to work out from

the 11.25am arrival inYork that the water stop would be

at Grantham and that we would follow the 9am King’s

Cross to Edinburgh from there but precede the 9.08 to

York.This would give a time of about 70 minutes for the

83 miles, compared to 73 minutes in 2009.

When the official times were released it was clear that

some very hard work had gone into the scheduling as

we had been fitted very cleverly between the flights

of fast trains. Graham Bunker of the A1Trust told me

that it was not all plain sailing but that they had got the

timings they wanted. After calling at Potters Bar we were

to wait at Digswell for the 8.30am to Edinburgh and 8.33

to Leeds to pass and then run fast line all the way to the

Grantham water stop arriving at 10.01, just four minutes

in front of the 9am King’s Cross to Edinburgh, a planned

start to stop average of over 71 mph.

From there, as I had predicted we would then run

fast toYork following the Edinburgh train and the 9.03

King’s Cross to Leeds in 70 minutes for the 83 miles, also

at 71mph start to stop. In the return direction‘The Ebor

Flyer’was planned to run non-stop over the 112 miles

fromYork to Peterborough in 102 minutes and then after

Tornadohad taken water, another even time section to

Potters Bar running fast line to Digswell.

Lowerspeedlimits
The sections where 90mph was to be allowed were

Stevenage to Offord, Connington South Junction to

Fletton Junction, Lolham to Stoke tunnel, Claypole to

Bawtry and Shaftholme Junction to Colton Junction.

There were though some lower speed limits within

those sections, mainly to 75mph and notably just

beyond Hitchin, between Sandy and St Neots, at

the Carlton loop entrance points, between Carlton

and Retford atTuxford and over theWorksop to

Gainsborough line at Retford.Working from the coach

numbers for seat allocations the load was expected to

be nine coaches plus the support coach, 10 in all, so

even with the 75mph sections I thought that 90mph

would still be possible in a number of places.

On April 12, just two days before the trip, came the

news bombshell that the ORR had discovered that steam

hauled Mk.1 stock was limited to 75mph (despite the

run with Bittern in December 2013).To the great credit of

the A1Trust and all concerned it was decided that Mk.2

stock would be found and that the tour would continue

as planned. One can only imagine the frantic hard work

Date aturday, April 14, 2018

Train he Ebor Flyer-0807 King’s Cross to York

Loco 1 Class 4-6-2 No. 60163 Tornado

Load 2 coaches, 419 tons tare 445 tons gross

Driver aul Major

Fireman ave Proctor

Inspector on Clarke

Weather unny spells, light south east wind

Recorder B 4th coach of 12

iles sched mins secs speed

King’s Cross 0.00 0.00 00 00

Gasworks Tunnel 0.19 01 16 9

Copenhagen Jct 0.71 03 19 20

Holloway 1.24 04 28 29

Finsbury Park 2.43 6.30 06 46 33½

Harringay 3.33 08 08 45

Hornsey 4.00 08 58 52½

Alexandra Palace 4.91 09 57 56½

New Southgate 6.38 11 37 53

Oakleigh Park 8.26 13 46 56

New Barnet 9.09 14 34 56½

HadleyWood 10.46 16 02 55½

Potters Bar 12.65 19.00 19 32

0.00 0.00 00 00

Brookmans Park 1.75 03 17 49½

Welham Green 2.84 04 25 63½

Hatfield 4.96 06 15 70½

Welwyn GC 7.59 12.00 08 42 54*

Digswell 8.32 14.00 10 33 0*

8.32 21.00 20 17

Welwyn North 9.21 23 08 46½

Woolmer Green 11.08 26.00 25 09 56/59½

Knebworth 12.30 26 29 59* tsr

Langley Jct 13.84 28 06 66½

Stevenage 14.86 29.30 28 54 67½/66½

Wymondley 17.26 31 07 72½/49*

Hitchin 19.21 33.00 32 59 63½

Cadwell 20.58 34 13 75½

Three Counties 22.91 35 57 83

Arlesley 24.26 36 54 87½/86½

East Road LC 26.29 38 33 91

Holme Green LC 27.34 38 59 89

Biggleswade 28.45 39 45 80*

PSRM Sign 30.42 44.00 42 03

44 minutes is the schedule to pass Sandy

* brakes or speed restriction

Pathing stop at Digswell

TABLE ONE: KING’S CROSS TO SANDY
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LNERA1PacificNo. 60163Tornadoaccelerates away
fromapathing stopoverDigswell viaductwith
‘TheEborFlyer’ onApril 14.ANDREWPLUMMER

Tornadowith ‘TheEborFlyer’ headboard.DONBENN

No.60163waits to leaveKing’s Crosswith ‘TheEborFlyer’.DONBENN

threequartersofamileof1-in-264toMilepost38and

thennear toMilepost39onthe1-in-264downreaching

thecoveted90mph,peakingat91mphatEastRoad level

crossingwherethegradienteases to1-in-400down.

At thispoint it seemsthat theenginewasalsoeased

slightlyas thespeedat thenextcrossing,HolmeGreen

haddroppedbelow90. I tookavideoclipof thewhole

sectionthroughtobeyondBiggleswadeandthis

togetherwithmyGPSreadingsconfirmthat90mphor

slightlymorewasheld foraboutonemile.Fulldetailsare

inTableTwo.

Whenconsideringtheaveragespeedsshownitmust

beborne inmindthatadifferenceofonesecondcan

makeabigdifferencetotheaveragesatsuchhigh

speeds.AswepassedBiggleswadethebrakescameon

andwestopped justover twominutes laterat43miles

andsixchains fromKing’sCross,or22.10miles from

Digswell. Sonotonlyhadwetouched90mphbutwe

hadachievedaneventimestart tostoprunoveravery

shortdistanceandthatwithabig load.

Sustaineddamage
Speculationwas rife as to thecauseof theproblem, the

most likelybeing that the trainhadhit somethingbut it

wasvery clear afterquite a short time thatTornadohad

sustaineddamageandcouldnot continueunaided.

It has sincebeenconfirmed that a combination lever

faileddue to thepistonvalveoverheatingandbinding

in thevalve chest. At the timeofwriting the root cause

isnot yet fully clearbut is likely tohavebeen insufficient

lubrication. So it seems that itwasn’t due to thehigh

speedandwouldhavehappenedat somestageon the

trip anywaywhatever the speed.

Ithadthoughbeenaremarkable fewminutesand

onenoteasily forgotten. Ididn’tparticularly like theMk.2

stock foranumberof reasons;youcan’thearanything

outside,notably the locomotiveandalso thewindows

aresmallerandtherefore it ismoredifficult tosee

mileposts. It is certainlybetter thannothingthough.

Beforemovingontocomparethis runwithaheavy

load90mphrunfrom1967 I thought itwouldbeagood

ideato includeaperspective fromAlanRawlings.

‘’Therewassomethingsurrealabout this tripeven

Date aturday, April 14, 2018

Train he Ebor Flyer-0807 King’s Cross to York

Loco 1 Class 4-6-2 No. 60163 Tornado

Load 2 coaches, 420½ tons tare 445 tons gross

Driver aul Major

Fireman ave Proctor

Inspector on Clarke

Weather unny spells, light south east wind

Recorder B 4th coach of 12

iles sched mins secs speed average

Digswell 0.00 0.00 00 00

Welwyn North 0.89 02 51 46½

Woolmer Green 2.76 5.00 04 52 56/59½

Knebworth 3.98 06 12 59* tsr

Langley Jct 5.52 07 49 66½

Stevenage 6.54 8.30 08 37 67½/66½

MP 29 7.94 10 00 71

Wymondley 8.94 10 50 72½/49*

Hitchin 10.89 12.00 12 41 63½

Cadwell 12.26 13 56 75½ 65.8

MP 35 13.94 15 13 81 78.5

Three Counties 14.59 15 40 83 86.6

Arlesley 15.94 16 37 87½ 85.3

MP 38 16.94 17 19 86½ 85.8

MP 39 17.94 17 59 90 90.0

East Road LC 18.37 18 16 91 91.1

Holme Green LC 19.02 18 42 89 90.6

Bridge 110B 19.58 19 05 88½ 87.7

Biggleswade 20.13 19 28 80* 86.2

PSRM Sign 22.10 23.00 21 46

23 minutes is the schedule to pass Sandy
start to stop average: 60.92 mph
* brakes or speed restriction

TABLE TWO: DETAIL DIGSWELL TO EMERGENCY STOP
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The rescueengineGBRfClass 66No. 66744withNo. 60163atPeterborough.DONBENN

before the failure.  I had a seat at the front of the first 

coach behind the support coach. Even with Tornado’s 

soft Kylchap exhaust you would normally expect 

to hear the locomotive from where I was but things 

were fairly subdued inside our air-conditioned and 

sound-deadened cocoon.

“ The run out to Potters Bar was businesslike and 

roughly to the booked time. We then hurried to Hatfield, 

touching 71mph before waiting at Digswell for our path 

over Welwyn Viaduct. Away on time, we had a bridge 

restriction to contend with at Knebworth and a TSR 

approaching Hitchin that was passed at 65. Looking 

out of the window, it seemed just like any other run on 

the ECML. The countryside started to flash by silently at 

an ever increasing speed as we took advantage of the 

falling grades towards Arlesey. It felt like a service train 

(and even looked a bit like one inside with the Mk.2 stock)

but the wisps of smoke said otherwise as in virtually

no time at all Tornado whisked us up to 83 byThree

Counties.The favourable grade then helped sweep us on

to a maximum of 91mph at East Road Crossing having

covered about a mile at 90mph. It was effortless.

“When the brakes came on a minute later and we

stopped in the middle of nowhere in less than even time

from Digswell, my first thought turned to trespassers

ahead as there was no other logical reason for a signal

check. But as time passed it became clear that there

was a more serious reason for the stop although the

expression on Graeme Bunker’s face as he passed

through to the support coach revealed nothing. On

the footplate, it would appear that the first warning of

a problem came when the reversing gear started to

vibrate violently and that prompted the swift action of

the driver to bring the locomotive quickly and safely to

a halt.’’

51years
To find a comparison with Tornado’s heavy load short

distance even time run with a maximum of 90mph I

have had to go back 51 years.With brother Bryan’s help

it’s back to the last week of steam on the Southern in

June 1967. TableThree shows a run over the 23.46 miles

from Basingstoke toWoking in 21 minutes 35 seconds

start to stop with a Bulleid rebuilt light Pacific with 12

on for 430 tons, almost the same load as Tornado’s 445

tons but with a class 7 rather than a class 8 engine.

After the initial section to Hook, gradients are similar

but perhaps rather more favourable to Tornado.The

Bulleid was doing 75½mph by Hook and over the next 

5.68 miles to Fleet on gradients of level, 1-in-337 down 

and level. On ‘The Ebor Flyer’ from the point where we 

reached 75½mph to when we touched 90mph took 

5.68 miles, incredibly exactly the same distance!! The A1 

Pacific was just three seconds faster. The Class 7 Bulleid 

reached 90mph after two miles of 1-in-337 down and 

then continued to accelerate on level track to reach 90 at 

Fleet and then touch 91 in the short 1-in-655 down after. 

Comparisons can be odious so I have left the reader to 

decide which was the better loco performance but the 

run with Tornado has brought out of the shadows one of 

the great short distance heavy load performances from 

close to the end of Southern steam from an engine a few 

days from withdrawal.

Finally to show just what Tornado can do I have recalled 

that great run of September 19, 2009 inTable Four and

hope that this can be replicated and indeed bettered in 

the not too distant future when ‘The Ebor Flyer ‘is rerun 

with a fully-repaired 90mph Tornado. With thanks to 

Graham Bunker, Alan Rawlings, Sandy Smeaton and 

Bryan (Wedgie) Benn for their help and input to this 

article and sincere thanks to all at the A1 Trust, Network 

Rail and everybody else who worked so hard to set up the 

trip in the first place and to retrieve the situation so well. 

Follow-up book
For the timing community my follow-up book to Twilight 

of Southern Steam published by Pen & Sword last year, is 

now available self-published from Amazon and entitled 

Southern Steam Twilight-Supplement. It contains about 

450 performance tables plus a new set of photos and not 

much text so it won’t be everybody’s cup of tea. I promised 

manypeoplethat Iwoulddoitandsoit’sdone.

Date aturday, September 19, 2009

Train 918 King’s Cross to York

Loco 1 Class 4-6-2 No. 60163 Tornado

Load 3 coaches, 465 tons tare, 510 tons gross

Driver on Clarke

Fireman hris Bayliss

Recorder on Benn

Position 2 of 13

Weather unny, warm and calm

iles sched mins secs speed

Grantham DGL 0.00 0.00 00 00

Peascliffe 2.38 05 34 52

Tunnel South

Barkstone 4.24 07 18 63½

South Jct

Hougham 6.23 09 01 75

MP 113 7.56 10 11 75½

Claypole 9.90 10.00 12 04 73/71½

Barnby 13.60 15 04 73

NewarkNorth Gate 14.71 14.00 15 56 74/72½

Bathley Lane Xing 18.04 18 19 76

Carlton Xing 20.88 20 55 76½

Dukeries Jct 25.85 25 11 67½

Lincoln Road 27.56 26 37 72

Markham Summit 28.29 27 15 70½

Gamston 30.06 28 39 75½

Grove Road 32.03 30 10 76½

Retford 33.18 29.00 31 03 72

Botany Bay Xing 35.23 32 47 77

Ranskill 38.54 35 27 73

MP 146 40.56 37 07 74

Bawtry 42.21 38 29 70

PipersWood 44.06 40 08 65

Rossington Xing 45.93 41 37 76½

Loversall Carr Jct 46.56 42 08 77½

Doncaster 50.55 44.00 45 24 68

Arksey 52.59 47 10 72½

Shaftholme Jct 54.85 48.00 49 02 75½

MP 162 56.56 50 24 74½

Moss Xing 57.59 51 12 75

MP 165 59.56 52 49 76

Balne 60.49 53 32 75

Heck 61.75 54 29 74

Templehirst Jct 63.81 55.00 56 07 76½

Hambleton 69.50 59.00 60 43 78½

North Jct

StokerWood 72.56 63 02 74

MP 181 75.56 65 26 72

sigs 46*

Colton Jct 77.55 65.00 68 39 52½

Copmanthorpe 79.35 69 37 61

ChalonersWhin 81.15 71 29 63

sigs 12*

York 83.03 73.00 75 59

*brakes or speed restriction

average speed over the 68 miles fromMilepost 113 to 181 = 73.85 mph

start to stop aveage 65.56 mph

net time 74 minutes

TABLE FOUR: GRANTHAM TO YORK

Date hursday, June 29, 1967

Train pmWeymouth Quay toWaterloo

Loco ebuilt Battle of Britain class 4-6-2 No. 34087

145 Squadron

Load 1 coaches and 1 van, 403 tons tare 430 tons gross

Crew hepherd, Eastleigh MPD

Recorder ryan (Wedgie) Benn

iles sched mins secs speed

Basingstoke 0.00 0.00 00 00

MP 45 2.75 04 31 63

Newnham Siding 4.05 05 45 69

MP 43 4.75 06 17 70

Hook 5.59 06 56 75½

MP 41 6.75 07 53 78½

Winchfield 7.92 08 45 82½

MP 38 9.75 10 01 89

Fleet 11.27 11 02 90/91

MP 35 12.75 12 01 90

Farnborough 14.55 13 18 79*

Sturt Lane Jct 15.60 14 07 61* tsr

MP 31 16.75 15 16 62

Pirbright Jct 18.26 16 28 71½

Brookwood 19.76 17 47 75

Woking Jct 23.00 20 34

Woking 23.46 26.00 21 35

start to stop average : 65.22 mph

TABLE THREE: BASINGSTOKE TO WOKING
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May
THUR 10: ‘Cathedrals Express’

Peterborough, Winchester and return.

Steam hauled: Peterborough, Winchester,

Willesden.

Loco: No. 45212. SD

SAT 12: ‘Cumbrian Mountain

Express'

Euston, Shap, Carlisle and return

via Settle.

Steam hauled: Carnforth, Carlisle,

Farington Junction.

Loco: No. 45690 Leander or No. 45699

Galatea. RTC

SAT 12: ‘Welsh Marches Express’

Crewe, Shrewsbury, Hereford, Cardiff and

return.

Steam hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 34046 Braunton. ST

TUES 15: ‘Cathedrals Express’

Victoria, Ascot, Worcester and return.

Steam hauled: Victoria, Worcester,

Willesden.

Loco: No. 45212. SD

WED 16: ‘Surrey Hills Luncheon’

Victoria, Guildford, Redhill, Victoria.

Steam hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 35028 Clan Line. BEL

SAT 19: ‘Canterbury Tale’

Peterborough, Canterbury and return via

Dover.

Steam hauled: Peterborough, Canterbury,

Willesden.

Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. UKRT

SAT 19: ‘Cathedrals Express’ (day one)

King’s Cross, York, Edinburgh.

Steam hauled: York, Edinburgh.

Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman. SD

SAT 19: ‘Coast to Coast’

Liverpool, Sheffield, Scarborough and

return.

BEL Belmond Pullman

0845 077 2222

RTC Railway Touring Company

01553 661500

SD Steam Dreams

01483 209888

ST Saphos Trains

0800 038 5320

The information in this list was correct at the
time of going to press.
We strongly advise you conirm details of a
particular trip with the promoter concerned.

June
SAT 2: ‘Yorkshire Pullman’

King's Cross, York, Scarborough and return.

Steam hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. UKRT

SAT 2: ‘North Wales Coast Express’

Crewe, Holyhead and return.

Steam hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 46100 Royal Scot. ST

Regular Steam
MON - FRI:  ‘Jacobite’

Fort William, Mallaig and return.

Steam hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 44871, 62005 or No. 45407. WCR

TUES MAY 1, 8, 15, 22:  ‘Dalesman’

Chester, Hellifield, Carlisle and return.

Steam hauled: Hellifield, Carlisle and 

return.

Loco: No. 45690 Leander or No. 45699 

Galatea. WCR

THURS MAY 31 - SEP 13:  ‘Scarborough 

Spa Express’

Carnforth, York, Scarborough and return.

Steam hauled: York, Scarborough and 

return.

Loco: No. 48151 or No. 45699 Galatea. 

WCR

Steam hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 45690 Leander. RTC

SUN 20:  ‘Cathedrals Express’ (day two)

Edinburgh, Kirkcaldy and return x3.

Steam hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman. SD

TUES 22:  ‘Cathedrals Express’ (day 

four)

Edinburgh, Carlisle, York, King's Cross.

Steam hauled: Edinburgh, York.

Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman. SD

SAT 26:  ‘Quantock Intruder’

Paddington, Newbury, Minehead and 

return.

Steam hauled: Paddington, Minehead, 

Bishops Lydeard.

Loco: No. 35028 Clan Line. UKRT

SAT 26:  ‘The Hadrian’

Norwich, Hellifield, Carlisle and return.

Steam hauled: Hellifield, Carlisle and return.

Loco: No. 45699 Galatea. RTC

TUES 29:  ‘The Fellsman’

Lancaster, Hellifield, Carlisle and return.

Steam hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 45699 Galatea. SMN

THUR 31:  ‘Cathedrals Express’

Paddington Oxford, Victoria.

Steam hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman. SD

THUR 31:  ‘Cathedrals Express’

Victoria, Guildford, Redhill, Victoria 

(evening).

Steam hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman. SD

LMS ‘Black Five’ 4-6-0s Nos. 44871and 45157 head a West Coast Railways’ empty stock train for the ‘Jacobite’ season, from Carnforth to Fort William past 

Kirkton Farm, near Tyndrum on March 28. SANDY SMEATON
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Poetic justice as ‘Brit’ secures narrow win against the LNER
AHEAD-to-headbattlebetweenBRand

the LNERended in anarrowvictory for

the former atGreatNorthern’s

April 7 auction at Poynton,with

nameplateWilliamWordsworth from

BritanniaNo. 70030 claiminganarrow

victory at £12,500, closely pursued

by LochLomond fromK2class 2-6-0

No. 61790 (£12,000).

DuchessofKent fromLMSPrincess

RoyalNo. 46212didn’t sell on

theday, and so tooanother LMS

representative,Leinster fromNo. 45741,

thepenultimate Jubilee tobebuilt, but

flamecut EllenDouglas fromEastfield

Glasgow (65A) stalwartNo. 62688went

for £850.However,DuchessofKentdid

go to anewhome in thedays after the

sale, for £16,000.

The standoutnon-nameplate

realisationwas£3200 for a cabside

numberplate fromGWRNo. 6877

LlanfairGrange, somewayaheadof

thenext best in the category, from

anotherGWR4-6-0, the linguistically-

challengingNo. 5942DoldowlodHall

(£1550).

Leading smokeboxnumberplates

were68516 froma J670-6-0 and

92220 fromaStandard9F Evening

Star (£1650 and£1300 respectively),

and the topworksplateswere a1928

LNERDarlingtonexample fromD49

No. 62723Nottinghamshire (£1250)

andan1894Kitson&Co fromCardiff

Railway0-6-2TNo. 1which featured in

lastmonth’sHeritageRailway (£1000).

Also at £1000was the top totem,

ClaphamJunction, and closebehindan

O-gaugemodel of LMSClass 2P4-4-0

No. 40700 (£980), andapair of clocks

from theCambrian andGreatNorthern

railways, each at £900.

It is alsoworthdwellingona large

selectionof original IanAllanABC

CombinedVolumesdating from the

1940s, 50s and60s, thatwentunder

thehammer for prices up to£320, the

most expensivebeing the1953 version.

Oh, suchmemories, and

suchpain to recall

that, once they

had served their

purpose tous

trainspotters

of the era, into

thedustbin

theywent. Prices

excludebuyer’s premiumof 10%.

“Veryhappy–pricesweregood, and

ourbest-ever attendance,”was the

verdict ofGreatNorthernbossDave

Robinson.“Wedidwell, and I’mmore

thanpleased.”
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1946 – a good year for top-link
steam locomotives
THEnameplates fromtwotop link

locomotives thatsharedtheyearof their

birthandtheyear theymet theirend

willplay leadingroles inGreatCentral’s

June2auctionatStoneleighPark.They

areDevizesCastle fromGWRNo.7002

andCityofHereford fromLMSPrincess

CoronationNo.46255.

TheGWRrepresentativewasbuiltat

Swindon inJune1946andwithdrawn

fromWorcester (85A) inMarch1964,

andafeatureof theplate is that itwas

originallycarriedby1938-builtNo.5075

until that locowasrenamedWellington in

October1940.TheLMSPacificwasbuilt

atCrewe inOctober1946andpensioned

off inSeptember1964

fromCarlisleKingmoor

(12A), sogivingthese

twofineenginesa

service lifeof justunder

18years.

Nameplates from

threeBR-builtengines

will alsobe lookingfor

newhomes–Wyke

Hall (GWRNo7929),Byron fromBritannia

PacificNo.70031,andLinette froma

secondStandard,Class5No.73087.The

HallwasbuiltatSwindon inNovember

1950, the lastmemberof theclass tobe

constructed,andwithdrawnin1965from

Tyseley (2A),while the‘Brit’emergedfrom

CreweinNovember1952andwastaken

outof service fromCarlisleKingmoor

exactly15years later.

No.73087wasaDerbyproduct,

enteringtraffic inAugust1955andretired

fromGuildford (70C) inOctober1966. It

wasnamedin1959,oneof20Southern

Regionmembersof theclass tobegiven

thenames,butnot theactualplates,of

withdrawnSouthernRailwayKingArthur

4-6-0s, in this instance fromNo.30752.

Stillwith theSR,Sir Ironside from

1926Eastleigh-built, 1961-withdrawn,

No.30799willbegoingunderMike

Soden’shammer,andareturntothe

GWRgivesusNanhoranHall from

No.4947,whichbegan itscareer in

August1929andended it inSeptember

1962whenaresidentofStPhilip’sMarsh,

Bristol (82B).

AsecondLMScontender isEire, from

1934-built Jubilee

No.45572,whichcarried

thename IrishFreeState

until July1938.This

4-6-0waswithdrawn

fromWillesden(1A) in

January1964.TwoLNER

offeringsareMinoru

(A3PacificNo.60062,

builtatDoncaster in

May1925andwithdrawninDecember

1964from34ENewEnglandafteramain

line lifeof just shyof fourdecades), and

CastleHedingham fromB2No.61614,

anOctober1930Darlingtonproduct

thatended itsdays inJune1959when

allocatedtoCambridge (31A).

Finallycomethreepre-Grouping

examples,PrinceAlbert,Oberonand

Cudworth.ThefirstwascarriedbyGWR

Star4-6-0No.4042,whichemerged

fromSwindon inMay1913andwas

withdrawnfromBristolBathRoad(82A)

inNovember1951,andthesecondfrom

LNWRNo.2164,aPrecursorclass4-4-0

thatwasbuiltatCreweinMay1904and

withdrawnfromLlandudnoJunction

asLMSNo.25277 inAugust1946. In

additiontotheusualdetails, theplate is

stamped‘Superheated1/13.’

Cudworthcomes fromLBSCR

RemembranceclassNo.32330,which

wasbuiltatBrighton inDecember1921

asa4-6-4Tandrebuiltasa4-6-0 tender

locomotive inSeptember1935.Named

after JamesCudworth, locomotive

superintendentof theSouthEastern

Railway from1845-76, itwaswithdrawn

fromBasingstoke (70D) inAugust1955.

Cabsidenumberplates fromNos.7002

and7929willbe in theauction,both

beingsoldseparately fromtheir

matchingnameplates,andsotoothe

smokeboxnumberplate fromtheCastle

andalsothat fromNo.73087.Other

smokeboxnumberplateswill include

7921(GWREdstoneHall), 30917and

34055(SRSchoolsclassArdinglyand

BBPacificFighterPilot), and70012(BR

StandardBritannia JohnofGaunt).

Thenameboard fromKinnaber

Junctionsignalbox38milessouthof

Aberdeen,which isgoingunder the

hammerat theauction,willmean

muchtomanyenthusiasts, as itwas the

location inMontrosethat featured inthe

London-Aberdeen‘Racetothenorth’that

culminated ina fiercebattlebetweenthe

NorthBritishandCaledonianrailways in

August1895. Itwasat that junctionthat

theNBRandCRmain linesconverged,

andfirst toarrive theretookthe lead into

theGraniteCity.

Otherhighlightsof thesale include

atrespasscast-ironsignfromtheWye

ValleyRailwaythat ran from1876until

absorption intotheGWRin1905, station

totemsigns fromWetherby,Musselburgh

andChesterfieldMidland,andapairof

cabspectaclewindowsfromanIsleof

WightO2class0-4-4T.Theauctionstarts

at10am.
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Last laugh for theworkhorseswhich

failed toexcite trainspotters
THELNERB14-6-0smayhavebeen

regardedasmereworkhorsesbyus

ungrateful trainspotterswhowere

dazzledbythePaciic thoroughbreds

of theEastCoastMainLine,but

theseunpretentious4-6-0sare

havingthe last laugh.Forallofa

sudden, theirequallyunpretentious

nameplatesaremakingamarkonthe

railwayanastagebycatchingtheeyes

ofcollectors.

LookatTalisman’sMarch24auction

atNewark,whereLordRutherfordof

Nelsonwouldhavebeenfavourite to

headthecharts.This two-liner from

LMSJubileeNo.45665failedto find

anewhomeontheday,whereas

Topi fromB1No.61013wentunder

thehammer for£5800, this success

coming just twoweeksafterReitbok

fromNo.61021sold for£5600at

aGreatCentral sale.TheJubilee

nameplatedidsell subsequently, for

£12,000.

TotemsignWatfordHighStreet

wasacategorywinnerwitha£3100

realisation–secondat£1400was

BradfordExchange–whileother

class leaders includedaworks

numberplate fromLNERK2class2-6-0

No.61788LochRannoch (£2700), and

anameboardfromRobinHoodsBay

signalbox (£2100).

If thereareanyregular readersof

mycolumnout there, theymayrecall

therecentcorrespondencedebating

apostrophesonSRtargetstationsigns.

Well,here Igoagain–onarecentvisit

to theNRMIspottedaRobinHood’s

Bay (i.e.withapostrophe)platform

seatbackondisplay,whereas the

signalboxnameboardfromthesame

stationthatsoldatNewarkdidn’thave

one.Grammaticalaccuracyseemsto

havebeenaselusive tosomepeople

backthenas it is tosomanytoday.

Anyway, Iwill letmyhobbyhorse

rideoff into thesunsetandreturnto

Talisman’sauction, inwhichaGreat

CentralRailwayhandlampplated

Sutton-in-Ashfieldwasanother four-

figuresale (£1800), andsotooa

‘WhiteRose’headboard (£1500)anda

signalboxblock instrument (£1100).

Pricesexcludebuyer’spremiumof

10%(+VAT).

Talisman’sRogerPhippssaid:“The

auctionwaswellattended,and

thereweretheusual surprisesalong

theway,notably theLochRannoch

worksplate, theWatfordHighStreet

totem,andthesignalling instrument,

whichturnedout tobeavery

rarepatent.”

➜MODEL trains fromeither sideof

theAtlantic filled the top twospots in a

Vectis sale atThornabyonMarch16. In

first placeat £800wasHornbyO-gauge

SouthernRailwayNo. 1759, amember

of a classof 4-4-0s thatwasaRichard

Maunsell post-Groupingdevelopment

ofHarryWainwright’s SECRLclass.

In secondplacewithahammer

priceof £750wasagaugeonemodel

byUSATrainsofAtchisonTopeka&

SantaFeRailroad3460class 4-6-4

No. 3462.This classof sixwasbuilt in

1937byBaldwinLocomotiveWorksof

Pennsylvania, fordecades theworld’s

largest locomanufacturerwhichbuilt

more than70,500 locomotivesbefore

closing in1972, nearly 150years after

being foundedbyMatthiasBaldwin.

Prices excludebuyer’spremiumof25%

(incVAT).

➜AMETROPOLITAN&GreatCentral

JointCommittee ticket for a third

class journey fromVerney Junction to

Waddesdon realised thehighestprice

of £220at aGreatCentral Railwayana

4500-lot ticketpostal auction inMarch.

The train journeymayhavebeen fewer

than10miles, but –as the ticket states

– it requiredachangeatQuainton

Roadstation.

The7½dticket,whichdates fromthe

veryearly 1900s, also carries the initials

O&ATafter thenameofWaddesdon

station,which stand forOxford&

AylesburyTramroad (akaBrillTramway),

onwhichWaddesdonstationwas

located.Thepriceexcludesbuyer’s

premiumof15%(+VAT).

WestCountry
class setbids
for top spot
ASETcomprisingnameplate,

coat-of-armsandWestCountry

Classscroll fromSRNo.34040

Crewkernewillbe thecentre

of interestataRailwayana.net

internetauctionbeingheld from

May15-20.ThePaciicwasbuilt in

September1946,emergingfrom

Brightonworksas21C140,and

withdrawnfromBournemouth

(70F) inJuly1967,making itone

of the lastof theclass tobetaken

outofservice.

Other items in thesaleareSR

targetsBournemouthCentral,

ChardJunctionandPlymouth

Friary, totemsBarnstapleTown

andDevonportKingsRoad,a

‘BournemouthBelle’headboard,

andapairofLSWRsuburban

stockcarriagegates.

Locomotiverailwayana includes

chromeLNERlettersoffanA4

tender,andnameplateMount

Loolmalasin fromEastAfrican

Railways59class4-8-2+2-8-4

GarrattNo.5908,builtbyBeyer

Peacock inManchester in1955.

Withatractiveeffortof83,350lbft,

the34membersof theclasswere

themostpowerfulmetre-gauge

steamengineseverbuilt.

Midland totem
pipspannier
tankatBristol
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ABRMidlandRegion totemsign

fromRochdale stationwas the

highest realisation in aBristol

RailwayanaauctiononApril 8,

selling for £710, followedbya

cabsidenumberplate fromGWR

No. 9431 (£625).

This 0-6-0PTwasbuilt in

theBRera inNovember 1950

byRobert Stephenson&

Hawthorns atDarlingtonand

allocated to thePortTalbot shed

ofDuffrynYard (87B), ending its

days inApril 1964 a fewmiles up

the line at Swansea EastDock

(87D).

Only the first 10 in the class

of 210werebuilt at Swindon,

thesebeing the last steam

locomotivesbuilt by theGWR.

The remaining200were

constructedby theoutside

contractors RSH,WGBagnall

andYorkshire EngineCo.

SDJR memories at heart of Templecombe auction
MEMORIESof themuch-loved–and

missed–Somerset&Dorset Joint

Railwaywill appropriatelypervade

Talisman’sauctionatTemplecombe

onMay12,with thesmokebox

numberplate fromSRWestCountry

PacificNo.34044Woolacombe, a regular

on the line,beingat thecentreof things.

Other items fromtheSDJR include

aWells stationcarparkdirectionsign,

aBathGreenPark running-inboard,

bridgeplates, cast-ironsigns,handlamps

andsingle line tablets.Handlamps from

othercompanies includeexamples from

theCambrianandCardiff railways.

Twonameplates in thesaleare

PlowdenHall fromGWRNo.4956,built

atSwindon inSeptember1929and

withdrawnfromWestbury (82D) in

July1963– its cabsidenumberplate

will alsobegoingunder thehammer

–and Implacable fromClass50diesel

D439/50039builtbyEnglishElectric in

October1968.

There’s aLondon&BrightonRailway

policeman’s truncheondating from1837

andaBristolWagon&CarriageWorksCo

maker’splate fromaLynton&Barnstaple

Railwaycarriage,whileposters include

GWR,SECRandLBSCR, andclocksGWR,

SER, LSWR,andSDJR.

For thosewhoareattracted to left-field

items, there isalsoaGWRsuper saloon

copper samovar. Likeme,youmayhave

to turn to thedictionary for thatone.

Eightof theseCharlesCollett-designed

super saloons, all namedaftermembers

of the royal family,werebuilt atSwindon

in1931 forLondon-Plymouthboat trains,

and fivehavesurvived intopreservation.

Theauction, at theGartell LightRailway,

starts at10am.

BY GEOFF COURTNEY RAILWAYANA
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The last few years of BR steam were a fascinating time for
young steam enthusiasts. John Bailey recalls holidays in
the 1960s involving shed visits in various parts of Britain.

W
hile I had spent my junior schooldays
with pencil and notebook at the
nearbyMidlandmain line in

Leicester, my interest was not rekindled until
1964 when it became apparent that steam was
on borrowed time. Equipped with my Ian
Allan Combined Volume andmy Brownie 44a
camera, at 13 I was ready to record the demise
of steam in Britain. The first in my family to
own a camera, scraping my birthday money
together, I had paid 37s-6d for it. With a fixed
focus, a shutter speed of 1/40th and choice of
F11 & F16 apertures, it took 12 pictures on 127
roll film.While one could forget about shots
inside sheds, moving trains or grey locos on

dull days, the relatively large format allowed
remarkably good pictures, when conditions
matched the camera’s settings.
My father indulged my railway interests

and successive annual holidays to Sidmouth
in 1964, Crieff 1965 and Swanage 1966 were
by train; a large trunk of clothes having been
sent ahead to the hotel. In addition to spotting
on the journeys, my father also sent off for BR
shed passes.
In early September 1964 we set off from

Leicester Midland station for Sidmouth. In
those days there was still plenty of steam on
freight, BR Standard 9F 2-10-0 No. 92153 passed
through and there was even the rare treat of

SR rebuiltMerchantNavyPacificNo. 35024East
AsiaticCompanywaits to leaveExeterCentral
withanUpexpress inearly September1964.

REAL STEAM DAYS

SHED BASHING!
LMS Jubilee 4-6-0 No. 45721 Impregnable,
amongst the Stanier 8Fs and 5MTs.
In those days my notebooks record a journey

as just a continuous list of numbers, with
occasional lines marking off unrecorded
locations en route. I have been reduced in some
cases to ‘navigation by shunter’, whereby if
several adjacent diesel shunters are all allocated
to the same depot in the appropriate shedbook,
I assume I am at that point on that journey. I
need no such aide memoir to recall that GWR
0-4-2T No. 1474 was bustling backwards and
forwards with its single coach at Gloucester,
where the shed was bursting with GWR tanks
and names such as Nos. 6833 Calcot Grange,



GWR2-8-0No. 2822 insideTaunton shed inearly September1964.

SRNclass2-6-0No. 31845onExmouth Junction shed inearly September1964.

Nowpreservedon theSevernValleyRailway,GWR0-4-2TNo. 1450onTaunton

shed inearly September1964.

SRBulleidBattleofBritainPacificNo. 34084253SquadrononExmouth Junction

shed inearly September1964.

ThreeGWR0-6-0PTs includingNo.9729atWestbury shed inearlySeptember1964.

5026 Criccieth Castle, 5961 Toynbee Hall and
MR/LMS ‘Duck Sixes’ Nos. 43924, 44123 &
44466, the first two of which were lucky enough
to have been sent to Barry dump. Lots of
Hymeks around andWarships D845 Sprightly
and D869 Zest.
Between Taunton and Exeter we had various

pannier tanks and Halls and 2-6-0 No. 7303,
but muchmore exciting were the long-
withdrawn pre-Grouping SECR-designed
N class 2-6-0s Nos. 31821 & 31841, which were
unlike anything I had ever seen before, and
gave very much the same thrill I imagine as if a
dinosaur had suddenly crossed the road in front
of me! As LMS Ivatt 2MT 2-6-2T No. 41295 is

the last record of the day I suspect that it hauled
us along the delightful, twisting and soon to
close, branch line to Sidmouth. Indeed our
summer holidays seemed to spell the end of
the line for any destination chosen, Minehead
following in post-Southern steam days.

PackedwithBulleids
We had shed passes for Yeovil, Templecombe,
Westbury and Taunton, but not Exmouth
Junction, which we must have bunked.
Exmouth Junction was not only packed
with Bulleids, but 2-6-0 Nos. 31406, 31812,
31845, 31856, 31859 and GWR 0-6-0s
Nos. 3205 and 2214, at which point there is

notebook fatigue with loose and missing pages!
We only managed to get to Taunton and

Westbury depots. Taunton had a large roofless
roundhouse (handy for Kodak 44a users!)
containing GWR 0-4-2T No. 1450, 2-8-0
No. 2822 and 2-6-0 No. 7303, also on site
were some Halls, pannier tanks and 2-6-0s
Nos. 6345, 7337 and 5336. At Taunton we were
given free blue Taunton Down platform tickets.
Westbury hadmostly pannier tanks but

also No. 4079 Pendennis Castle and six Halls.
There was plenty of time for spotting on Exeter
Central station, where there were still plenty
of Bulleids on passenger trains. Exeter St
Davids was less interesting for spotting, but the
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site of Exeter shed was marked by No. 31849
and an LMS 2-6-2T. The return journey to
Leicester started with BR Standard 3MT 2-6-2T
No. 82042 which took us to Exeter. Plenty of
GWR steam was seen, highlights being 5000
Launceston Castle, 7011 Banbury Castle, and
0-6-0PTs Nos. 1639 and 8104. A total of 92
locomotives, 57 steam of which 22 were GWR
and four SR.
On July 6, 1965, we set off on the long

journey to Crieff by train, with still plenty
of steam at Leicester, but also Type 4 diesels
D1884-D1887, presumably fresh from the Brush
works in Loughborough.We saw LMS 2-6-0
No. 42974 on the way to Nuneaton, and on
to theWCML approaching Crewe we saw BR
standard Britannia Pacific No. 70033 Charles
Dickens, and the then ubiquitous station pilot
LMS 3F Jinty 0-6-0Ts Nos. 47680 and 47325.
Passing Crewe works we saw the dedicated
works shunters Nos. 47677,44450,47592,47330
and 4F No. 44525. It bodes ill that they were
all together, so perhaps withdrawn and
awaiting scrap. Carlisle produced Britannias
Nos. 70048 The Territorial Army 1908-1958
and 70006 Robert Burns, Royal Scot No. 46128
The Lovat Scouts, 72008 ClanMacleod –
the first namers since Crewe, plus No. 47326,
although steam was being rapidly

relegated to freight working here.
At Beattock we saw LMS 4MT 2-6-4Ts

Nos. 42694, 42274 and 42133, and ‘Black Five’
4-6-0s Nos 45029 and 45090. Further North
we sawMetro-Vick Co-Bo diesel D5700, a
welcome cop and further north, the first class
17 Clayton diesels – D8510, D8548, D8501,
D8549, D8509, allocated to Polmadie and all
cops. I always regarded these, the Class 14s
and theWestern hydraulics as the acceptable
face of dieselisation, and recorded themwith
satisfaction. B1 4-6-0 No. 61307 of St Margarets
was the only LNER loco on the outward
journey. I recorded 178 locos in total, 114
steam, 58 diesel and six electrics. There were
also six of the once-ubiquitousWDAusterity
2-8-0s, whatever happened to them? One
minute they were everywhere, the next minute
they were extinct, without me ever having
photographed one.

Impressive abandonedbuilding
Arriving at our hotel in Crieff by bus from
Gleneagles, I was quick to appropriate the two
out of date blue Scottish railway timetables
from the hotel lounge. Passenger services
may have halted, but Crieff retained a very
impressive abandoned station building to

lore, with floors liberally covered with
llectable railway paperwork; it was also still
pen to freight, operated by 5MT 4-6-0s.
The shed pass that I still have is dated
ly 8, 1965 and is for the Glasgow division.
ooking back this is a bit strange, as we
dn’t visit a single Glasgow division shed, so
ther there is a long-lost Edinburgh region
ss, or it was collected in at some point.
heWAlexander & Sons coach took us
rectly to Perth railway station, where we
ft mymother to do whatever it is mothers
o when the male members of the family go
f trainspotting.
We wasted no timemaking for the
djacent Perth depot, which contained
ostly 5MTs with Eastern promise limited
a B1, A4 Pacific No. 60031 withGolden
over nameplates and one of the last few A2

Pacifics, No. 60512 Steady Aim, devoid of plates
andmotion, ready for its final journey. Some of
the locos have T next to them, which I assume
meant tablet collector, something I’d never seen
before on a loco cabside. Almost every loco
was a cop, but where was all the pre-Grouping
Eastern stock?
At Perth station, 11/- purchased a blue Day

Rover ticket, permitting travel within the area
bounded by Edinburgh, Callander, Comrie,
Perth, Dundee, Tayport and St Andrews.
Taking the now long-closed direct line to
Edinburgh we got off at Dunfermline, which
was graced by Upper and Lower stations.
What Dunfermline depot (62C) lacked in size
it more than made up for in quality, home to
only 11 steam locomotives and three diesels,
there were three powerful-looking J38 0-6-0s
and joy of joys, my first sight of my favourite
class of locos, NBR J36 0-6-0 No. 65288,
which was the stationary boiler. Not just a
high Victorian design and one of the oldest
locomotives remaining in service, some even
had inexplicable-sounding names such as Mons
and Haig painted on their splashers.
Maude to me was just a rather old-fashioned

girl’s name, little did I realise then that these
names had been earned by service in the grim
battlefields of France during the First World
War. On returning to the station J37 0-6-0
No. 64571 completed the trio of Scottish
0-6-0 classes.
Next stop was Thornton Junction, which

hadmuch the same feel as Trent station, large,
windswept and in the middle of nowhere! It
was very handy for Thornton shed (62A), and I
suspect we were the only passengers to actually
get off the station. Of the 28 steam locos, all
but a ‘Black Five’, a standard 5MT and four
Austerities, had numbers beginning with that
magic number ‘6’. Two J36s, eight J37s, six J38s
and six B1s. J36 No. 65345 was the stationary
boiler, parked fortunately outside the shed.
Back to Thornton Junction and we caught a

train west on the more southern route through
Inverkeithing and Alloa to Stirling. At Stirling
we saw A4 No. 60034 Lord Faringdon hauling

LNERA2PacificNo. 60530SayajiraoonDundee shedon July9, 1965.

NBRJ360-6-0No. 65345atThornton Junction shed in July1965.

WithdrawnLNERA2/3PacificNo.60512SteadyAimatPerth shedonJuly8,1965.

LNERA4PacificNo. 60031GoldenPloveronPerth shedon July8, 1965.
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the ‘St Mungo’. Over the next few days we
visited depots at Dundee (Nos. 60528 Tudor
Minstrel, 60532 Blue Peter and 65319), St
Margarets (Nos. 65234, 60041 Salmon Trout one
of the last A3s and A4 No. 60027Merlin), the
note TC next to No. 60027 stands for tender-
cabbed – as I had ventured down the dark
claustrophobic corridor through the tender.

Architecture andgrandeur
We also managed Leith Central, Dalry Road,
and Bathgate depots. Perth station had all the
bustle and excitement of one of the London
termini but with trains arriving and departing
from both directions, while BR Standard
4MT 2-6-4Ts Nos. 80028, 80093 and 80126
scurried about moving carriages and vans. Seen
on a recent visit to my grandchildren, while
the station still retains its architecture and
grandeur, it had the feeling of a mausoleum,
with its echoing platforms and lack of activity.
Highlight of the day were the southbound

and northbound arrivals of ‘The Grampian’,
rostered to Aberdeen’s fleet of A4s. On the
afternoon of the 9th andmorning of the 10th,
No. 60007 Sir Nigel Gresleywas hauling it,
then to our understandable disgust ‘Black
Five’ No. 44704 was on the afternoon train!
There was plenty of diversity, Clan No. 72006
ClanMackenzie on freight being the best cop,
although a dirty loco on a gloomy platform
was beyond the Brownie –even on its wider
aperture! A4s, Britannias, V2s, B1s, 5MTs,
Standard 5s and a single Scot No. 46115 Scots
Guardsmanwere seen, although there was an
insidious presence of Class 25, 26 and 27 diesels
which probably explained the absence of the
LNER 0-6-0s.
We caught an evening train back to Leicester,

and at stops I would hop off onto draughty gas-
lit platforms to ask station staff if they had any
unwanted tickets. How I cursed as we passed
through Leeds, when the blind on the corridor
door jammed at just the minute we passed
a depot!
On Saturday, July 16, 1966, we took the

1.23pm York-Bournemouth train from the

empty echoing platforms of Leicester Central
hauled by ‘Black Five’ No. 45426, heading for
Swanage. Travelling south on the GC added
only a 5MT and a Class 47 diesel. Things
livened up after Banbury with some 9F 2-10-0s,
an Austerity, 5MT and an 8F. There were
various Standards around Oxford, plus Class
33s and Hymek diesels. I felt rather smug at
Basingstoke andWinchester, as photographers
scrambled to take pictures of our run-of-the-
mill 5MT, little considering the rarity of this
type down south and the fact the service had
only weeks to run.
At Eastleigh we saw the first Southern

locos, Bulleid Pacifics Nos. 34040 Crewkerne,
34005 Bude and 34097Holsworthy and
more surprisingly Bo-Bo electric E5012. My
notebooks require a degree of decryption for
the varying symbols, suffice to say I think
it was No. 35012United States Line from
Bournemouth toWareham fromwhere 4MT
2-6-4T No. 80146 took us into Swanage, where
I was impressed, by what even then was a
most picturesque survival, the turntable and
engine shed.
The turntable was still used to turn the 76xxx

2-6-0s which shared the branch with the
Standard 2-6-4 tanks, but my photo from the
train window was not really of printable quality.
The hotel was close to the station, so we could
hear shunting and whistling in our rooms.
Next day we caught 3MT 2-6-0 No. 76014 and
travelled on toWeymouth, where my father,
brother and I bunked the shed. I recorded
16 steam locos, mostly Bulleids, with three
Standard 5MTs and 2-6-2T No. 41320. On the
21st we were pulled by No. 41230 on our trip
to the Isle ofWight, quite a good haul of steam
on the way, including SR departmental USA
0-6-0T DS233 at Redbridge.
At Ryde Pier we caught the train to Ryde St

John’s Road where we looked round the loco
shed and works. On a day trip there was no
time for further travel round the island but I
managed to see 14 of the delightful LSWRO2
0-4-4Ts with their strange wheezing air pumps,
the only 0-4-4s still running in Britain.We

LNERA4PacificNo. 60034 LordFaringdon takeswater at Stirlingwith theAberdeen-Glasgow ‘StMungo’ in July19

NBRJ370-6-0No. 64571atDunfermline station in

July1965.

965.
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were hauled back by No. 24 Calbourne and
noted No. 29Alverstonewas being cut up.
On these trips I would always buy platform

tickets where available, or child singles to the
next station on the line. I would also ask if
they had any pre-Nationalisation tickets in
stock, and on July 20, for the princely sum
of 1s-6d I bought a SR ticket entitling me to
reverse a charabanc in the station approach to
Corfe Castle.
Returning to Leicester we took a more

conventional route changing at Poole,
highlights being 2-6-0s Nos. 31791 and 31405
at Eastleigh. At some point we were hauled
by No. 73155, taking a route through Feltham
and VirginiaWater. To quote the shed pass
wording – our visits had beenmost ‘instructive
and enjoyable’, and I am extremely grateful to
my late father for providing such happy and
memorable experiences.

LSWR 02 0-4-4T No. 27 Merstone in Ryde works on 

July 21, 1966.

LSWR 02 0-4-4T No. 16 Ventnor at Ryde shed on the 

Isle of Wight on July 21, 1966.

SR rebuilt West Country Pacific No. 34001 Exeter on 

banking duties at Poole in July 1966.

BR Standard 4MT 2-6-0 No. 76014 at Swanage shed in July 1966. The shed area is little changed today.

76 Heritagerailway.co.uk 





W
ith two BR Standards in its
operational fleet plus a Riddles-
designed WD Austerity 2-10-0, the

North Norfolk Railway’s spring steam gala
which took place somewhat later than usual
on April 20-22, was to have a BR Standard
theme. Two visitors were booked in the shape
of 2MT 2-6-0 No. 78018 from the Great
Central Railway and 4MT 2-6-4T No. 80136
from the North Yorkshire Moors Railway.
Unfortunately the NYMR was unable to

spare the 4MT tank and a replacement was

found in No. 80104 from Swanage but it too
could not be spared by its home railway.
Fortunately it was third time lucky when
another 2-6-4T was secured in the shape of
No. 80072 from Llangollen.

Parcels train
The visitors joined resident 4MT 2-6-0
No. 76084, 9F 2-10-0 No. 92203 Black Prince
and WD 2-10-0 No. 90775 Royal Norfolk
Regiment for an intensive timetable of varied
stock formations including for the first time, a

parcels train. The event also saw the Midland
& Great Northern Joint Railway Society
engines GER Y14 0-6-0 No. 564 and LNER
B12 4-6-0 No. 8572 in action.
The event went well apart from the fact

that No. 90775 failed on Saturday morning
and did not work any services, although the
problem was rectified enabling the engine to
work again on the Sunday. There were also
several lineside fires on the very hot Saturday
which resulted in delays and the need for fire
engines.

THIRD TIME
It is not often that a railway books
a visiting engine for a gala which
turns out to be unavailable and
even rarer for its replacement to be
unavailable as well. The third choice
engine turned up though and
Brian Sharpe reports on another
successful event on the North
Norfolk Railway.

ResidentBRStandard9F2-10-0No. 92203Black
Princepasses2MTNo.78018 in theheadshunt
as it approachesWeybourne. JAMES KINDRED

Delivering theparcels: BRStandard4MT2-6-4TNo. 80072heads thevan train

acrossKellingHeath towardsHolt. JAMES KINDRED

Resident LNERB124-6-0No. 8572headsagoods trainalongWeybourne straight.

JAMES KINDRED

LUCKY!



Right:Double-headed2-10-0s asBRStandard9F

No. 92203andWDAusterityNo. 90775work the12.04pm

SheringhamtoHolt towardsWeybourneon

April 22. JAMIE SQUIBBS

Below:BRStandard4MT2-6-0No. 76084and2-6-4TNo.

80072approachbridge303nearWeybourne.

JAMES KINDRED

Above:GERY140-6-0No. 564 leads LNERB124-6-0

No. 8572on the1.54pmSheringhamtoHoltpast

Sheringhamgolf courseonApril 22. JAMIE SQUIBBS
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RAILWAY MUSEUMS

Whereelse is therea sight like this? The first threenumbersdenotenumberof axles. Fromthe
left areMallet 060-4013, 230-2085, 240D2135, 240-2074, 241F2108, 151-3101, 240F2591and
240F2705. The first threeareGerman-built, thenone fromBelgiumand the rest Spanish.

Imagine a steam shed that
closed,with the doors shut and
locked, leaving behind a large
variety of locomotives sitting over
the pits and in the roundhouse?
John Titlow reports on how10
years later, with a small amount
ofmaintenance, it opened as a
museum–Museu del Ferrocarril
de Catalunya, Vilanova i la Geltru.

VILANOVA, SPAIN S
pain has been a very popular holiday
destination for the British for many years,
especially since the death of Franco and

our joining the EEC. Many Brits have made
it their home, especially on retirement and
the most popular place in the north must be
Catalonia on the Mediterranean coast, how
this will change after Brexit nobody knows.
Located at the eastern end of the Pyrenees it
covers the areas of Girona, Lleida, Tarragona
and Barcelona but perhaps it is more famous
for the renowned Costa Brava.
If you Google ‘Spanish Railway Museum’,

www.museodelferrocarril.org amongst others
will appear, but not so obvious unless you
delve considerably deeper is the real hidden
gem at museudelferrocarril.org/es/ (English
web site is presently under construction) the
Catalonia Railway Museum in Vilanova i
la Geltru, located immediately outside the

Catalonia
RailwayMuseum

station. Forty-five kilometres to the south of
Barcelona on the Mediterranean coast, in this
unassuming town, is one of Europe’s largest
collections of steam locomotives that is not
widely known about, and if you like your
locomotives painted black then this is the
place for you.

Offshoot of mainmuseum
Unusual for a national railway museum, the
main Spanish one is in the capital Madrid
inside the former Delicias station, where
under the huge overall roof, locomotives and
stock are wedged into rows. Like Shildon,
Vilanova is an offshoot of the main museum
but has more steam engines and space.
From 1992 both museums have been

managed by the Fundacion de los
Ferrocarriles Espanoles (Spanish Railways
Foundation) a cultural organisation made



Theentrance to themuseum,with its Talgo train. Talgo trains are

slightlyunconventionalbecause thewheels arenot joinedbyanaxlebut

mounted inpairswith thebogies sharedbetweencoaches, they canbe

fitted toenablea changeofgauge fromSpanish5ft 6in to4ft 8½inwhich

enabled the first through train to run fromMadrid toParis in1969.

up from the national railway companies who
“work hard to preserve and publicise the
importance of industrial and rail heritage”.
Vilanova is also part of the Catalan Science
and technology museum system.
What also makes Vilanova more poignant

is its proximity to Spain’s first railway
that opened on October 28, 1848 between
Barcelona and Mataro. Vilanova itself had to
wait until 1881 for its first train to arrive. Just
to confuse, the gauge chosen was 1,674mm,
around six Spanish feet (5ft 6in); this is the
second widest gauge still in regular use in
the world. The original reason given was that
it enabled larger locomotives to operate in
Spain’s difficult terrain, but various searches
revealed that a possible influence was to
hinder the French should they invade.
Vilanova was originally the central hub

of the Compania del Ferrocarril de Valls á

Vilanova y Barcelona (VVB) formed in 1878.
It only had a running line of around 60 miles
but in 1887 built its splendid headquarters and
roundhouse that the museum now occupies.

Part of depot still used
The depot’s importance continued under
MZA (Madrid-Zaragoza-Alicante Railway)
being the centre of its network in Catalunya.
To give an idea of how large the depot was
during the 20th century, it employed 250 in
the loco department and nearly 400 repairing
other vehicles. Part of the depot is still used by
RENFE employing around 150 workers.
RENFE (Red Nacional de los Ferrocarriles

Espanoles), Spanish Railways, came to being
in 1941 when the railways were nationalised
and the old steam depot of Vilanova closed as

a working shed in 1967 because the turntable
was too small for the locomotives at the time,
though steam continued until 1975.
A discussion took place in 1972 at the 19th

European Model Railway Congress by Friends
of the Barcelona Railway who wanted to form
a collection of different steam locomotives
that were disappearing; Vilanova with its
vacant shed, turntable and water tank was
the perfect choice. During this time most of
the locomotives arrived but the site was left
abandoned until 1981.
Restoration of the main shed and the

three water towers was completed in 1985
by Generalitat de Catalunya (Regional
Government of Catalunya) with RENFE

No.2304001; a4-6-0built byHannoverscheMaschinenbauAG,Germany in1901.

ALL PHOTOGRAPHS BY THE AUTHOR.
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restoring the engines. Spain has done very well 
in preserving its railway heritage.

The museum opened in 1990 by a collective 
effort between RENFE, Vilanova city council 
and Generalitat de Catalunya and has been 
meticulously restored to a high standard; this 
must be one of the most important collections 
of broad gauge locomotives anywhere in the 
world.

An incredible 25 steam, 12 modern traction 
locomotives and one ‘draisine’ are on display; 
all are broad gauge apart from two standard 
gauge diesels. Most of the engines are nicely 
displayed around the turntable on the 33 
tracks; the steam locos are predominately 
black with a little variety added by some 
green-liveried earlier exhibits.

The UK is represented by six locomotives 
from four builders, Wilson and Co, Beyer 
Peacock, North British and three by Sharp 
Stewart. Tucked away inside the shed are 
Spain’s two oldest locomotives, both English. 
No. 168 Martorell, a 2-4-0 built by Sharp 
Stewart of Manchester in 1853 for the 

Barcelona Martorell Railway Co and No. 246 
Mamut (Mammoth) an 0-6-0 built by EB 
Wilson & Co of Leeds in 1857 for the MZA. 
Two Sharp Stewarts were built in 1879 and 
1884 respectively; the Beyer Peacock in 1891 
and the North British postwar in 1952.

The earliest surviving Spanish built 
locomotive is No. 030 0233 Caldas, an 0-6-0T 
built nearby by MTM, Barcelona in 1888. It 
had a long working life and was eventually 
used on shunting duties before being 
withdrawn in the 1960s from Poble Nou shed 
Barcelona.

Worked as pilot
One of the smallest locomotives is called Clot 1, 
an 0-4-0VBT built by Cockerill, Belgium 
in 1885; the name conjures up something 
different for us but comes from the district 
El Clot in Barcelona where it worked as a pilot.

The heaviest engine is No. 151F 3101 that 
had the largest tractive effort of any steam 
locomotive in Western Europe and then there 
is the semi-streamlined No. 241F-2108 that 

resembles an upturned bathtub. This class 
had the unflattering nickname of ‘Tubo’, the 
pipe! By each locomotive there is a photo of 
it working and its history with good details 
in three languages, Catalan, Spanish and 
English. As is usual with continental practice, 
axles are counted rather than wheels therefore 
a 030 is a 0-6-0.

 A replica of one of the first steam engines 
in Spain is Mataro, a 2-2-2 built in Barcelona 
in 1948 for the centenary of Spain’s first 
train, which steams on the first Sunday of 
every month during the holiday season, 
hauling three replica coaches from the period. 
According to history, the original Mataro 
suffered a catastrophe in 1877 when it fell 
from an exhibition stand in Barcelona leading 
to its ‘withdrawal’, but a discovery has recently 
changed that. Facts are now emerging that 
after its fall from grace, the engine spent its 
last years as a stationary heating boiler at 
Barcelona’s Franca station.

As you would expect to find in any good 
railway museum, there is the usual collection 

Three tall chimneys belonging to replica 2-2-2 Mataro built for the 100th 

anniversary of Spanish Railways, surely becoming historic in its own right; MZA 

168 a Sharp Stewart 2-4-0T of 1853 and EB Wilson MZA 246 from 1857.

Two English-built locomotives: No. 168 Martorell , Sharp Stewart of 1853 and 

No. 246 Mamut, EB Wilson of 1857.
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of railway artefacts, signals and gantries,
trackwork, uniforms, lamps, signs, plans and
documents. There is also a small library.
The museum has a dedicated staff of 11 but

its hands are tied financially. The museum
is crying out for investment but there are
too many problems between the Madrid and
Catalan Governments and the ownership of
the locomotives. The Catalan Government
will not put money in unless the locomotives
are given to Catalonia – stalemate. Many
Catalans want independence so how this
affects the museum in the future is uncertain.
Unlike the UK the Spanish Lottery cannot
help for some obscure reason.

Opening times vary
Entrance is very reasonable at €6 for adults,
€4.50 for children aged 6 to 17 years, under 6s
free and €2.50 over 60s. Opening times vary;
it is closed Mondays except for bank holidays,
the rest of the week 10am to 2.30pm, with an
extra afternoon opening on Saturday 4pm to
7.30pm, 6.30 in the autumn and winter.

Mallets tend to be very attractive locomotives and to see one working is even better, 060-4013 built by 

Esslingen, Germany in 1906 is no exception.

Beyer Peacock 4-4-0 No. 220-2023 of 1891.

The line-up continues to the left of the previous
page inside the roundhouse. Directly in line with
the turntable is Spanish-built replica Mataro

continuing right, English-built MZA168, MZA246
and 040-2019 then German 220-2005, Belgian
020-0236, Spanish 030-0233, English 030-2369,
Draisine railcar 1F 1 Ou (Catalan for Egg), English
030-2369 then outside German Mallet 060-4013,
230-2085 and 240D2135.

0-8-0 No. 040 2019, built by Sharp Stewart in 1879, was allocated to Villanova 

until its withdrawal.

No. 030 2369, a 
Sharp Stewart 0-6-0 of 1884.
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July 17 to 3 September 3 daily 10am to 2.30pm
and 5pm to 8pm, times vary slightly so it’s best
to check the website. There is a small shop
but more could be done to raise much needed
funds, but again it’s all down to investment.
There is an excellent catalogue in Spanish,

Catalan and English giving good details of
the exhibits, one interesting addition on the
pages describing the locos is the inclusion
of technical, historical and social events
that took place around the period when the
locomotive was built.
The best time to visit is in the winter and

the morning for photography. Staff are helpful
and friendly and some speak a little English,
but how many of our museum staff speak
Spanish?
Its location is to the right of the main exit

of Villanova station on the Plaza Eduard
Maristany. Once found it is impossible to miss
as the cab of a Talgo 111 diesel is sticking out

No.6Caldas, theearliest Spanish-
built locomotive in themuseum.

A ratherhandsome4-4-0No. 220-2005built
byHartmann,Germany in1881. Inset: The

builder’s plate fromNo.220-2005.

Replica coachesbuilt for
the1948 centenary train.

A collectionofmodern tractionexhibits.



Right:  Three different styles 

of water towers at the rear 

of the roundhouse and 

0-4-0VBT Clot 1, built in 

1885 by Cockerill, Belgium.

Above: Three powerhouses 

starting with 4-8-0 No. 240-

2074 from Tubize, Belgium 

in 1927. Semi-streamlined 

4-8-2 241F2108 from MTM 

Spain in 1939. Resembling 

an upturned bathtub, the 

class had the unflattering 

nickname of ‘Tubo’, the 

pipe! Then the heaviest is 

2-8-2 No. 151-3101 that had 

the largest tractive effort 

of any steam locomotive in 

Western Europe.

through the entrance wall. This important 
museum is not signposted by road with 
nothing on the nearby motorway or through 
the town, parking is in the station forecourt 
and a parking permit is given on entrance.

This is a no frills genuine railway museum 
for the enthusiast, worthy of a visit to soak up 
the atmosphere of an old working steam shed. 
In particular the display of locomotives laid 
out around the turntable is surely unmatched 
in Europe. This railway museum must be one 
of Europe’s best kept secrets.

Help in producing this article came from 
staff at the museum especially Ana Grande 
Jiménez. The guide book in English translated 
from Catalan gives a good insight into the 
museum and covers most of the exhibits and 
the LCGB publication Preserved Locomotives, 
Railcars and Trams of Iberia by Brian Garvin 
lists the location of all locomotives and their
builders. 
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STAR LETTER

HogwartsCastle ingreen20years ago!WestCoastRailwayswill celebrate

the20thanniversaryof its operationof trainson themain line later this

year.However, twoof theCarnforthoperator’s steamfleetunderwent their

main line test runsoperatedbyRail Express Systemson theeveningof

May13, 1998, justbefore the companywas launched. The test runs ran

betweenCarnforthandCarlisle viaShapand featuredGWRHall 4-6-0

No. 5972OltonHall in agreen liveryandLMS8F2-8-0No. 48151GaugeO

Guild.Anewera in thepreserved steamwasabout to start! PHILMARSH

Highlighting success in
the heritage sector
IWAS immenselygratifiedandenthused

bythesuccessstories in issue240.

Amongthemany, thewindfall for the

NorthYorkshireMoorsRailway inthe

slipstreamfromtheTVprogrammeswas

aparticularly salutary lesson inthevalue

ofpublicity.

While I seldomrejoice in thedownfall

ofothers, Imustconfess toatouchof

‘schadenfreude’at theprosecutionof

threeof themorons responsible for the

recentvandalismatPickering.

The identitiesof theother threebeing

knownwillnodoubthaveacautionary

effectonthebehaviourof thosewith

similar intentions.

Iwasmorethanpleasedtoseethe

extensiontoNo.70013OliverCromwell’s

boiler ticketgranted: thiswillmeanan

enormousamount totheGreatCentral

Railway in therundowntothebackend

of theyearandthechanceof remedial

work.

It’snotoftenthat I feel theurgeto

praiseanadvertisementbut“Mydears

–suchapleasure”(page21) ispossiblya

first. Sixof the items listedareprobably

amongthemost importantonthe

developmentofsteamtechnology

(thoughKoopmans’conclusionsare

perhaps ratherdilettante).

Iwonder if the“BoilerandEngineering

TrainingTrust”is sufficientlyappreciated

bymostpeople?Thenear-£600,000

Lotteryaward is indicativebut the

implicationsare far-reaching. It should

meanBritainwillonceagainbeself-

sufficient in this importantarea (drumroll

andfanfareplease!).

Not leastamongthesebonmots is

theassurance fromMarcusRobertson

(SteamDreams) thathewilldohisbest to

avoiddieselback-upas faraspossible.

Thestipulations re‘draggingabuzz-

box’seemtobefollowedbymany

operatorsasamatterof rote rather than

reason.MrRobertsonhasdecided

thathis trust in IanRiley’s standardsof

preparation is reasonenough forhis

progressive stance.

MartynMcGinty,

Frome,Somerset.

MP should get real over
Devon coast avoiding line
MARTINMcGintymakes thepoint

(issue240) thatSarahWoolastonMP

lacksunderstandingofDevonand

Cornwall’sneedforasecondrailway

lineusingtheOkehampton/Plymouth

route.

Hesuggests thatsheneedstowake

up. Ihavetoagree.

I spenda lotofmytime intheSouth

Hamswhich is inherconstituencyand

it isnosurprise tomethatshedoesn’t

understandtheneedsof theareashe

represents.

In thesameissuewereadagainthe

depressingnewsthatabridgestrikehas

causeddisruptionontherailnetwork.

This isanalmostdailyoccurrenceand it

happens foranumberof reasons.

IhaveheldaHGVandPSV

entitlement formanyyearsand I

understandhoweasilyadrivercanbe

distracted,usuallyonaroutehe(or

she) isnot familiarwith,witharesultant

bridgestrike.

However, thecostcanbemitigated

bytheverysimpleuseof‘goalposts’.

Thiswouldcosta fractionof theamount

spentonrepairsandrail replacement.

Inmost locationsasetof steel‘goal

posts’couldbeerectedabout50metres

before thebridgesothatanyvehicle

toohighwillhit this insteadof the

bridge.

Therearemoresophisticatedoptions

whichavoidseriousdamagetothebus

or lorrybut thesearemoreexpensive.

They includesensorsandflashing lights

andaudiblewarningalarms.

In reality if thevehicle isgoingto

hit theverysolidsteelorconcrete

bridge itwill suffera lotofdamageand

farbetter that this isonthegoalposts

thanonthebridge itself.

‘Goalposts’havebeenusedforyears

onconstructionsites toprotect lorries

anddiggers fromhittingoverhead

power linesandhundredsof liveshave

undoubtedlybeensavedasaresult.

I simplydon’tunderstandwhy

NetworkRailhasn’t installedtheseposts

upuntilnow. InBristol, forexample,

therearebridgeswhichhavesuffered

repeatedstrikesandstill there isnothing

tostopmore lorriesandbuseshitting

them.ThoseatGypsyPatchLaneand

WhitbyRoadcomeinstantly tomind.

CansomeonefromNetworkRail

explain their reluctancetousethis

cheapandobviousprotectionmethod?

GeraldCreed,Clutton,Bristol
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Overnight damage by Storm Emma on March 1/2 saw water on the tracks between 

the platforms. Wooden panels and handrails were washed onto the track and a 

small section of the platform damaged. NETWORK RAIL

My two meetings with the 

‘amazing’ railwayman
I WAS lucky to meet Richard Hardy 

twice, once when we chatted briely 

whilst he was riding on the footplate 

of No. 71000 Duke of Gloucester at 

a stop at Leamington Spa, on a trip 

from Didcot to She�eld in 1990 and 

then again eight years later at the 

Great Central Railway.

On the first occasion I 

complimented him on his book 

(Beeching – Champion of the 

Railway?) which I had just read and 

we spoke about the changes in the 

NHS which were taking place to 

make it more businesslike, rather 

like BR 25 years or so earlier.

Spotted on the footplate
He told me that his son was a 

doctor, like me, which I did not 

know previously.

Our second meeting was when 

the B12 and Sir Lamiel were running 

together at the GCR and I spotted 

him on the footplate once more. I 

said that it must be like Stewarts 

Lane and Stratford rolled into one, 

and he laughed and agreed!

I telephoned him in 1996 to ask 

about a story I wished to write up 

for our village magazine, concerning 

the visit to Oundle by him in 1967, 

when he invited John Betjeman 

to join him, as related in his book 

Railways in the Blood.

I had discovered that his 

photograph collection had been 

entrusted to the Transport Treasury, 

and on ordering the photographs 

of the trip from their online 

catalogue, realised that there was 

a photograph of John Betjeman 

at Elton station, although then 

mislabelled as being at Oundle. 

Amazing memory
Richard was able to ill in some 

details from his amazing memory, 

and I sent him a copy of the inished 

village magazine to read the article.  

He took the trouble to write a thank 

you letter in his wonderful way, 

and in turquoise ink, which I still 

treasure.

He clearly set an excellent example 

to all the people he met and 

managed throughout his long life, 

and I’m sure there are thousands of 

people whose lives were enriched 

by him in some way.

Michael Lumb, email

Isambard Kingdom Brunel’s nature-defying Dawlish sea wall route on the 

morning of March 2. The line between Dawlish and Dawlish Warren sustained 

damage as a result of Storm Emma. However, there was no structural damage 

to the sea wall, and the integrity of the railway itself was not damaged – 

testimony to the quality of the strengthening works Network Rail delivered 

in 2014. However, around 18 yards of fencing and associated coping stones 

were damaged, some of which ended up on the railway. A substantial amount 

of ballast was washed across the track along a 180-yard length of railway. The 

exposure of the line to the weather has led to repeated calls for the Southern 

Railway main line between Exeter, Okehampton and Plymouth (including the 

Dartmoor Railway) to be reopened. NETWORK RAIL

I AGREE with everyone who 

says Richard Hardy was a true 

gentleman. Back in the Seventies I 

was a founder member of the Nord 

Loco Preservation Group. When 

we were based at Ashford Steam 

Centre, (along with Clan Line plus 

the H class and the 01, both of 

which are now based at the Bluebell 

Railway) we invited Mr Hardy and 

the wonderful George Barlow who, 

at that time was with the Romney, 

Hythe & Dymchurch Railway, to 

come down and check out our 

locomotive, De Glenn Compound 

SNCF No. 230D116.

They spent the whole day with us 

and drove the engine up and down 

the yard pretty well nonstop, all

the while entertaining us and the 

public with so many railway stories...

wonderful!

Come the evening I took Richard 

to Ashford station for him to return 

to London. On the way he signed 

my copy of his book Steam in the 

Blood which has pride of place on 

my bookshelf!

Now, I don’t know what he 

showed the ticket inspector but that 

fellow all but snapped to attention 

and called him sir!

Despite that, Richard thanked me 

for the lift so graciously; proving 

beyond doubt that he was the true 

gentleman that everyone who met 

him says he was.

Roger Siggery, email

Dick Hardy the true gentleman

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. Heritagerailway.co.uk 93 
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BRIAN SHARPE’S FULL LISTING OF OPERATIONAL LINES AND MUSEUMVENUES

SOUTH EAST
Amberley Museum & 
Heritage Centre
2ft gauge, ¼ mile.  

Arundel, West Sussex.

Tel: 01798 831370.

Running: Thur-Sun + May 28, 29.

Bluebell Railway
Standard gauge, 11 miles, footplate 

experience, wine and dine. 

Sheffield Park, East Sussex TN22 2QL.

Tel: 01825 720800.

Engines: 263, 178, 323, 592, 65, 847, 30541, 

73082, 813.

Running: Daily

Bursledon Light Railway
2ft gauge, ¼ mile.  

Bursledon Brickworks Museum

Swanwick Lane, Swanwick, Hants.

SO31 7HB.

Running: May 27.

East Kent Railway
Standard gauge, two miles, 

Shepherdswell, Dover.

Tel: 01304 832042.

Running: Suns + May 7, 28.

Eastleigh Lakeside Railway
10¼in gauge, 1¼ miles,

footplate experience.

Running: W/Es + sch hols.

Hastings Miniature Railway
10¼in gauge, 600 yards,

Rock-a-Nore Road, Hastings, East Sussex.

Running: W/Es + sch hols.

Hayling Seaside Railway
2ft gauge, one mile.

Hayling Island, Hants.

Running: W/Es, Weds + sch hols

Hollycombe Steam in the 
Country
2ft gauge, ¼ mile.

Iron Hill, Liphook, Hampshire, GU30 7LP.

Tel: 01428 724900

Running: Suns + B/H

Isle of Wight Steam Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.

Havenstreet, Isle of Wight.

Tel: 01983 882204.

Engines: 8, 11, 24, 41298, 41313.

Running: Sun, Tues-Thurs +

May 5, 7, 26, 28.

Kempton Steam Railway
2ft gauge, ½ mile, Hanworth.

Tel: 01932 765328.

Running: Suns.

Kent & East Sussex Railway
Standard gauge, 10½ miles,

footplate experience, wine and dine.

Tenterden, Kent. Tel: 01580 765155.

Engines: 32670, WD300, 1638.

Running: W/Es, Tues-Thurs + May 7, 28,

not 22.

Lavender Line
Standard gauge, one mile, footplate

experience, wine and dine. Isfield,

East Sussex. Tel: 01825 750515.

Running: Suns.

Mid Hants Railway
Standard gauge, 10 miles, footplate

experience, wine and dine.

Alresford, Hants SO24 9JG.

Tel: 01962 733810.

Engines: 45379, 92212, 41312, 76017, 925.

Running: W/Es, Tues-Thurs + May 2, 28.

Romney, Hythe & Dymchurch
Railway
1ft 3in gauge, 13½ miles, footplate

experience. New Romney, Kent.

Tel: 01797 362353.

Running: Daily.

Royal Victoria Railway
10¼in gauge, one mile.

Netley, Southampton.

Tel: 02380 456246.

Running: W/Es + sch hols.

Sittingbourne & Kemsley
Railway
2ft 6in gauge, 1¾ miles.

Sittingbourne, Kent.

Tel: 01795 424899.

Running: Suns + May 7, 28, 30.

Spa Valley Railway
Standard gauge, five miles, footplate

experience. Tunbridge Wells, Kent.

Tel: 01892 537715. Engine: 52322.

Running: W/Es + May 4, 7, 28-31.

SOUTH WEST
Avon Valley Railway
Standard gauge, three miles, footplate

experience, wine and dine.

Bitton, Bristol.

Tel: 0117 932 7296.

Running: W/Es + May 7, 16, 28-31.

Beer Heights Light Railway
7¼in gauge. Off A3052, Beer, Devon.

Tel . 01297 21542

Running: Daily.

Bodmin & Wenford Railway
Standard gauge, 6½ miles, footplate

experience, wine and dine.

Bodmin, Cornwall.

Tel: 01208 73666.

Engines: 4612, 6435, 4247, 30587.

Running: Daily except May 11.

Dartmoor Railway
Standard gauge, seven miles.

Okehampton, Devon.

Tel: 01837 55164.

Running: W/Es + B/H.

Dartmouth Steam Railway
Standard gauge, seven miles,

wine and dine. Paignton, Devon.

Tel: 01803 555872.

Engines: 7827, 75014, 5197, L92.

Running: Daily.

Devon Railway Centre
2ft gauge, ½ mile. Bickleigh, Devon.

Tel: 01884 855671.

Running: Wed - Sun + May 7, 28, 29.

East Somerset Railway
Standard gauge, two miles. Cranmore,

Somerset. Tel: 01749 880417.

Engines: 46447.

Running: W/Es + May 7, 28, 30.

The information in this list was correct at the time of going to press. We strongly advise that you confirm 
details with the railway concerned.

Gartell Light Railway
2ft gauge, ½mile. Common Lane, Yenston, 

Templecombe, Somerset 

BA8 0NB. Tel. 01963 370752  

www.newglr.weebly.com

Running: May 7.

Helston Railway
Standard gauge. Helston, Cornwall.

Tel: 07875 481380.

Running: Thurs, Suns.

Launceston Steam Railway
2ft gauge, 2 miles. Launceston, Cornwall.

Tel: 01566 775665.

Running: May 20-25, 27 - Jun 1.

Lynton & Barnstaple Railway
2ft gauge, one mile. Woody Bay,  

north Devon. Tel: 01598 763487.  

Engine: 762.

Running: W/Es, B/H + Tues-Thurs. Daily 

from May 26.

Moors Valley Railway
7¼in gauge, one mile.  

Ringwood, Hants.

Tel: 01425 471415.

Running: W/Es + sch hols.

Plym Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 1½ miles.  

Marsh Mills, Plymouth.

Running: Suns + May 26.

Seaton Tramway
3ft gauge, three miles. Harbour Road, 

Seaton, Devon. Tel: 01297 20375.

Running: Daily.

Somerset & Dorset Railway
Standard gauge, ½mile, Midsomer Norton 

station, Silver Street BA3 2EY.

Tel: 01761 411221 (Sun, Mon).

Open Sun, Mon.

Running: May 6, 7.

South Devon Railway
Standard gauge, seven miles, footplate 

experience, wine and dine. Buckfastleigh, 

Devon. Tel: 01364 644370.  

Engines: 6412, 5542, L92.

Running: Daily.

UP & RUNNING

Talyllyn Railway’s 0-4-0WT No. 2 Dolgoch and 0-4-2ST No. 1 Talyllyn reflect the rays of the setting sun at Brynglas during a photo charter on March 20. ROBERT FALCONER
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Swanage Railway
Standard gauge, six miles, footplate 

experience, wine and dine.  

Swanage, Dorset. Tel: 01929 425800.

Engines: 30120, 31806, 34053, 34072, 

80104.

Running: Daily.

Swindon & Cricklade Railway
Standard gauge, three miles,  

footplate experience.  

Blunsdon, Wiltshire.

Tel: 01793 771615.

Running: W/Es + May 7, 28.

West Somerset Railway
Standard gauge, 20 miles,

footplate experience, wine and dine. 

Minehead, Somerset TA24 5BG.

Tel: 01643 704996.

Engines: 7822, 44422, 53808, 6960.  

Running: Daily except May 11.

EAST ANGLIA
Bressingham Steam Museum
Narrow gauge, one mile. Diss, Norfolk.

Tel: 01379 686900. Engine: 662. 

Running: Daily. Steam Wed-Sun + May 

28, 29.

Bure Valley Railway
1ft 3in gauge, nine miles, footplate 

experience.   

Aylsham, Norfolk. Tel: 01263 733858.

Running: Daily.

Colne Valley Railway
Standard gauge, one mile,

footplate experience, wine and dine.

Castle Hedingham, Essex.

Tel: 01787 461174.

Running: W/Es + May 7, 28, 30.

East Anglian Railway 
Museum
Standard gauge, ¼ mile. Wakes Colne, 

Essex. Tel: 01206 242524.

Open: Daily. Running: May 6, 7.

Mangapps Railway
Standard gauge, one mile.

near Burnham-on-Crouch, Essex.

Tel: 01621 784898. 

Running: W/Es + B/H.

Mid-Norfolk Railway
Standard gauge, 11½ miles, footplate 

experience. Dereham, Norfolk.

Tel: 01362 690633. Engine: 9466.

Running: W/Es, Weds + May 28, not 26.

Mid-Suffolk Light Railway
Standard gauge, ½ mile.

Brockford, Suffolk.

Running: May 6, 7, 27, 28.

Nene Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 7½ miles,  

footplate experience. Wansford, 

Peterborough, Cambs.

Tel: 01780 784444. Engines: 5619, 34081.

Running: W/Es, Weds + May 7, 28, 31.

North Norfolk Railway
Standard gauge, 5½ miles, footplate 

experience. Sheringham, Norfolk

NR26 8RA. Tel: 01263 820800.

Engines: 564, 8572, 92203, 76084, 1744.

Running: Daily.

Wells & Walsingham Railway
7¼in gauge, four miles.

Wells-next-the-Sea, Norfolk.

Tel: 01328 711630. Running: Daily.

Whitwell & Reepham Railway
Standard gauge, ¼ mile.  

Reepham, Norfolk. Tel: 01603 871694.

Running: W/Es, steam first Sun.

LNER A1 Pacific No. 60163 crosses the Roche Viaduct near Heap Bridge on the East Lancashire Railway on March 29.  

ALANWEAVER

HOME COUNTIES
Buckinghamshire Railway
Centre
Standard gauge, ¼ mile, footplate

experience. Quainton Road, Bucks.

Tel: 01296 655720.

Engine: 30585.

Open: Sun - Wed.

Running: Suns + May 7, 28, 30.

Chinnor & Princes
Risborough Railway
Standard gauge, 3½ miles.

Chinnor, Oxon.

Tel: 01844 353535. Engine: 5526.

Running: Suns + May 5, 7, 26, 28.

Cholsey & Wallingford
Railway
Standard gauge, 2½ miles.

Wallingford, Oxon.

Tel: 01491 835067.

Running: May 6, 7, 12.

Didcot Railway Centre
Standard gauge, footplate experience.

Didcot, Oxon.

Tel: 01235 817200.

Engines: 93, 4144.

Open: Daily.

Running: W/Es + May 7, 28.

Epping Ongar Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.

Ongar, Essex.

Tel: 01277 365200. Engine: Met 1.

Running: W/Es + May 7, 28.

Leighton Buzzard Railway
2ft gauge, 2¾ miles.

Leighton Buzzard, Beds.

Tel: 01525 373888.

Running: Suns + May 5, 7, 26, 28-30.

MIDLANDS
Amerton Railway
2ft gauge, one mile.

Stowe-by-Chartley, Staffs.

Tel: 01785 850965.

Running: W/Es + sch hols.

Apedale Valley Railway
2ft gauge, ½ mile. Apedale,  

Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs.

Tel: 0845 094 1953.

Running: W/Es + B/H.

Barrow Hill Roundhouse
Standard gauge, ¼ mile. Chesterfield, 

Derbyshire. Tel: 01246 472450.

Open: W/Es.

Battlefield Line Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.

Shackerstone, Leics.

Tel: 01827 880754

Running: W/Es + B/H + May 29, 30.

Chasewater Railway
Standard gauge, two miles. Walsall,

West Midlands. Tel: 01543 452623.

Running: W/Es, B/H + May 31.

Churnet Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 5¼ miles, footplate 

experience, wine and dine. Cheddleton, 

Staffs.

Tel: 01538 750755. Engine:  6046.

Running: W/Es, B/H + May 30.

Dean Forest Railway
Standard gauge, 4¼ miles, footplate 

experience, wine and dine.  

Norchard, Lydney, Glos.

Tel: 01594 845840. Engines: 5541, 41312.

Running: W/Es, Weds + B/H.

Ecclesbourne Valley Railway
Standard gauge, eight miles.

Wirksworth, Derbyshire.  

Tel: 01629 823076. 

Running: W/Es, Tues, B/H  + May 31.

Evesham Vale Railway
1ft 3in gauge, 1¼ miles.

A46 north of Evesham, Worcs.

Tel: 01386 422282.

Running: W/Es + May 7, 28 - Jun 3.

Foxfield Railway
Standard gauge, 5½ miles.

Blythe Bridge, Staffs.

Running: Suns + May 5, 19, 26, 30.

Gloucestershire 
Warwickshire Railway
Standard gauge, 15 miles, footplate 

experience. Toddington, Glos.

Tel: 01242 621405.

Engines: 2807, 4270, 35006, 7903, 6023, 

70013.

Running: W/Es, B/H + Tues-Thurs.

Great Central Railway
Standard gauge, eight miles. 

Loughborough, Leics LE11 1RW.

Tel: 01509 632323. Engines: 48624, 46521, 

92214, 6990, 78018, 47406, 70013.

Running: W/Es, B/H + May 29, 30.

Great Central Railway 
Nottingham
Standard gauge, four miles.

Ruddington, Notts.

Tel: 0115 940 570. Engine: 8274.

Running: W/Es + B/H.

Midland Railway – Butterley
Standard gauge, 3½ miles,

footplate experience, wine and dine.

Ripley, Derbyshire. Tel: 01773 570140. 

Engine: 68067.

Running: W/Es, B/H + May 29 - Jun 3.

Northampton &  
Lamport Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.

Pitsford, Northants.

Tel: 01604 820327.

Running: Suns + BH Mon.

Peak Rail
Standard gauge, four miles.

Matlock, Derbyshire.

 Tel: 01629 580381.

Running: W/Es, B/H. Tues, Weds + May 

29, 30.

Perrygrove Railway
1ft 3in gauge. B4228, Coleford, Glos.

Tel: 01594 834991.

Running: W/Es, B/H, Tues, Thurs + 

May 30, Jun 1.

Rocks by Rail
Standard gauge, ¼ mile.

Cottesmore, Rutland.

Open: Sun, Tues, Thurs.

Running: May 6, 7, 20, 27, 28.

Rudyard Lake Railway
10¼in gauge, 1½ miles. 

Leek, Staffs. 

Tel: 01995 672280.

Running:  Fri - Sun + May 7, 28-31

Rushden Transport Museum
Standard gauge, ¼ mile.

Open: W/Es. Running: May 5-7.

Severn Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 16 miles,  

footplate experience.

Kidderminster, Worcs DY10 1QR.

Tel: 01562 757900.

Engines: 1501, 2857, 43106, 1450, 34027, 

7802, 813, 7714, 6023.

Running: Daily.

Sherwood Forest Railway
1ft 3in gauge, ¼ mile. 

Edwinstowe, Nottinghamshire.

Running: Daily.

UP & RUNNING
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SR S15 4-6-0 No. 847 departs from
Horsted Keynes with a photo

charter goods train on March 26.
ROBERT FALCONER

UP & RUNNING

Steeple Grange Light Railway
1ft 6in gauge, ½ mile,

footplate experience.

Wirksworth, Derbyshire.

Running: Suns + B/H.

Telford Steam Railway
Standard gauge, one mile, footplate

experience. Telford, Shropshire.

Email: sec@telfordsteamrailway.co.uk

Tel: 01952 503880.

Running: Suns + B/H Mon.

NORTH WEST
East Lancashire Railway
Standard gauge, 12 miles, footplate 

experience. Bury, Lancs.

Tel: 01617 647790.

Engines: 13065, 34092, 60103.

Running: Wed - Sun + B/H.

Eden Valley Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.  

Warcop, off A66, Cumbria CA16 6PR

01768 342309.  

www.evr-cumbria.org.uk

Running: Suns + B/H Mon.

Heaton Park Tramway
Standard gauge, ½ mile. Manchester.

Running: Suns pm.

Isle of Man Steam Railway
3ft 6in gauge, 15½ miles.

Douglas, Isle of Man. 

Tel: 01624 662525.

Running: Daily.

Lakeside & Haverthwaite 
Railway
Standard gauge, 3½ miles.

near Ulverston, Cumbria.

Tel: 01539 531594. Engine: 42073.

Running: Daily.

Ravenglass & Eskdale Railway
1ft 3in gauge, seven miles. 

Ravenglass, Cumbria.  

Tel: 01229 717171.

Running: Daily.

Ribble Steam Railway
Standard gauge, one mile.

Preston, Lancs. Tel: 01772 728800.

Running: W/Es + B/H.

Stainmore Railway
Standard gauge, ½ mile.

Kirkby Stephen East Station,

Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria CA17 4LA.

Open: W/Es.

Running: May 6, 27.

West Lancashire Light
Railway
2ft gauge. Hesketh Bank, Lancs.

Tel: 01772 815881.

Running: Suns + B/H.

NORTH EAST
Aln Valley Railway
Standard gauge, ½ mile.

Lionheart station, Alnwick, 

Northumberland.

Running: Suns + B/H.

Appleby Frodingham Railway 
Preservation Society
Standard gauge, 15 miles.

British Steel Steelworks, Scunthorpe.

Tel: 01652 657053.

Running: May 19, Jun 2.

Bowes Railway
Standard gauge, one mile.  

Springwell, Tyne & Wear.

Tel: 01914 161847. Open: Thur-Sat. 

Running: May 5-7.

Cleethorpes Coast  
Light Railway
1ft 3in gauge, two miles.

Cleethorpes, North East Lincolnshire.

Tel: 01472 604657.

Running: Daily except May 14.

Derwent Valley Railway
Standard gauge, ½ mile. Murton Park, 

Layerthorpe, York.  

Tel: 01904 489966.

Running: Suns + B/H Mon.

Elsecar Railway
Standard gauge, one mile.  

Footplate experience.

Elsecar, South Yorks.

Tel: 01226 746746. Open: Daily.

Running: May 4, 20, 27.

Embsay & Bolton Abbey 
Steam Railway
Standard gauge, five miles. 

Embsay, North Yorks.

Engine: 5643. Running: W/Es, Tues + B/H.

Keighley & Worth Valley 
Railway
Standard gauge, five miles, footplate 

experience, wine and dine.  

Keighley, West Yorks BD22 8NJ.

Tel: 01535 645214.

Engines: 43924, 1054, 5820,  75078, 85. 

Running: W/Es + May 7, 9, 16. Daily 

from 26.

Kirklees Light Railway
1ft 3in gauge, four miles. Huddersfield, 

West Yorks. 

Tel: 01484 865727.

Running: W/Es + B/H.

Lincolnshire Coast  
Light Railway
2ft gauge, ½ mile.

Water Leisure Park, Walls Lane, Skegness, 

Lincolnshire.

Running: May 27.

Lincolnshire Wolds Railway
Standard gauge, 1½ miles.

Ludborough, Lincolnshire.

Tel: 01507 363881. 

Running: May 6, 7, 13, 26-28.

Middleton Railway
Standard gauge, 1½ miles.  

Hunslet, Leeds.

Tel: 0113 271 0320.

Engine: 1310.  

Running: W/Es + B/H.

North Tyneside Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.  

North Shields. 

Tel: 0191 200 7106

Running: Suns + B/H Mon.

North Yorkshire Moors 
Railway
Standard gauge, 18 miles, wine and dine. 

Grosmont, North Yorks.

Tel: 01751 472508.

Engines: 76079, 80136, 1264, 926, 5428.

Running: Daily.

South Tynedale Railway
2ft gauge, 3½ miles. Alston, Cumbria.

Tel: 01434 382828/381696.

Running: W/Es, Tues, Thurs + sch hols.

Tanfield Railway
Standard gauge, three miles.

near Gateshead, Tyne and Wear.

Tel: 01913 887545.

Running: Suns + B/H.

Weardale Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.  

Stanhope, Bishop Auckland, Co Durham.

Tel: 01388 526203.

Running: W/Es + B/H.

Wensleydale Railway
Standard gauge, 22 miles.  

Leeming Bar, North Yorkshire.  

Tel: 0845 450 5474.

Running: TBA.

WALES
Bala Lake Railway
2ft gauge, 4½ miles.  

Llanuwchllyn, Gwynedd. 

Tel: 01678 540666.

Running: W/Es, Tues-Thurs + B/H. 

Barry Tourist Railway
Standard gauge,  two miles. Barry Island, 

Glamorgan. Tel: 01446 748816.

Running: May 5-7, 26-28.

Brecon Mountain Railway
2ft gauge, 3½ miles.  

Merthyr Tydfil, Glamorgan.  

Tel: 01685 722988.

Running: W/Es, B/H + Tues-Thur .
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Beamish

County Durham. The Living Museum of 

the North. Open: Daily.

Col Stephens Railway Museum

Tenterden Station, Kent. Open: W/Es. 

Tel: 01580 765155.

Conwy Valley Railway Museum

Betws-y-Coed, Conwy. Open: Daily. 

Tel: 01690 710568.

Crewe Heritage Centre

Vernon Way, Crewe. Open: W/Es + B/H. 

Tel: 01270 212130.

Head of Steam

North Road Station, Darlington.

Open: Tues-Sun. Tel: 01325 460532.

Museum Of Scottish Railways
Bo’ness. Open: Daily from Mar 24.  

Tel: 01506 825855. 

Irchester Narrow Gauge  
Railway Museum
Near Wellingborough, Northants.

Open: Suns. Tel: 01604 675368.

Kidderminster Railway Museum
Kidderminster, Worcs. Open: SVR 

operating days. Tel: 01562 825316.

Locomotion: The National 
Railway Museum, Shildon
Co Durham. Open: Daily.  

Tel: 01388 777999.

London Transport Museum
Covent Garden Piazza.

Open: Daily.  

Tel: 0207 379 6344.

Manchester Museum of Science
& Industry
Castlefield, Manchester.

Open: Daily. Tel: 0161 832 2244.

National Railway Museum
Leeman Road, York. Open: Daily.  

Tel: 01904 621261.

Penrhyn Castle Industrial 
Railway Museum
Bangor, Gwynedd. Open: Daily.

Rail Story
Ingrow, West Yorks. Open: Daily.  

Tel: 01535 680425.

Shillingstone Station
Shillingstone, Dorset. Open: Sat, Sun and 

Wed. Tel: 01258 860696.

Somerset & Dorset Railway Trust
Washford, Somerset. Open: Weekends.

Tel: 01984 640869.

STEAM – Museum of the GWR

Swindon, Wilts. Open: Daily.  

Tel: 01793 466646.

St Albans South Signalbox & 
Museum

St Albans City station. Tel: 01727 863131.

Ulster Folk & Transport Museum

Cultra, Co Down. Open: Tues-Sun.

West Cumberland Railway 
Museum

St Bees, Cumbria. Open: Monthly, 

dates as per Facebook entry or email 

petergrooke@btinternet.com

Yeovil Railway Centre

Yeovil Junction, Somerset. 

Railway Museums

Nowon loan toButterley,Hudswell Clarke0-6-0STNo. 1752 runningasBR

No. 68067on theGreatCentral Railway'sMountsorrel branchonMarch25.

Cambrian Heritage Railways
Standard gauge, ¾ mile.

Llynclys station & Oswestry station

(museum open Tues-Sun).

Tel: 01691 728131.

Running: W/Es + B/H (Lynclys). May 6, 7,

12, 27, 28, 30 (Oswestry).

Corris Railway
2ft 3in gauge, ¾ mile.

Corris, Machynlleth.

Tel: 01654 761303.

Running: Suns + B/H.

Fairbourne Railway
12¼in gauge, two miles. Fairbourne,

Gwynedd. Tel: 01341 250362.

Running: W/Es, Tues-Thurs + B/H.

Ffestiniog Railway
2ft gauge, 15 miles, Porthmadog,

Gwynedd. Tel: 01766 516000.

Running: Daily.

Gwili Railway
Standard gauge, 2½ miles.

Bronwydd Arms, Carmarthenshire.

Tel: 01267 238213.

Running: May 9, 12, 13, 16, 23, 26, 27,

29, 30.

Llanberis Lake Railway
2ft gauge, three miles. Llanberis,

Gwynedd. Tel: 01286 870549.

Running: Daily except May 12, 19.

Llangollen Railway
Standard gauge, 10 miles, footplate

experience, wine and dine.

Llangollen, Denbighshire.

Tel: 01978 860979.

Engines: 6430, 5199, 80072, 45337, 3802.

Running: Daily.

Pontypool & Blaenavon
Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.

Blaenavon, Torfaen.

Tel: 01495 792263.

Running: W/Es + B/H.

Rhyl Miniature Railway
1ft 3in gauge. Rhyl, North Wales.

Running: W/Es + May 7, 28-Jun 3.

Snowdon Mountain Railway
800mm gauge, 4½ miles.

Llanberis, Gwynedd.

Tel: 01286 870223.

Running: Daily.

Talyllyn Railway
2ft 3in gauge, 7½ miles, footplate

experience. Tywyn, Gwynedd.

Tel: 01654 710472.

Running: Daily.

UP & RUNNING

Keith & Dufftown Railway
Standard gauge, 11 miles.

Dufftown, Banffshire.

Running: W/Es.

Leadhills & Wanlockhead
Railway
2ft gauge, one mile.

Leadhills, South Lanarkshire.

Tel: 0141 556 1061.

Running: W/Es.

Royal Deeside Railway
Standard gauge, one mile.

Milton of Crathes, Kincardineshire.

Running: W/Es.

Ayrshire Railway Centre
Standard gauge, ½mile.

Dunaskin, Dalmellington Road (A713),

Waterside, Ayrshire.

Running: May 6, 27, 28.

Strathspey Railway
Standard gauge, 10 miles. Aviemore,

Inverness-shire.

Tel: 01479 810725.

Engines: 828, 46512.

Running: W/Es, B/H + Wed, Thur.

IRELAND
Cavan & Leitrim Railway
Narrow gauge, ½ mile. Dromod, County 

Leitrim. Tel: 00353 71 9638599.

Open: Sat-Mon.

Downpatrick & County Down 
Railway
Standard gauge, four miles.

Downpatrick, County Down.

Running: May 7, 28.

Giant’s Causeway & Bushmills 
Railway
Narrow gauge, two miles.

Bushmills, County Antrim.

Tel: 0282 073 2844.

Running: TBA.

Waterford & Suir Valley 
Railway
Narrow gauge, two miles.

Kilmeadan, County Waterford.

Running: Daily.

West Clare Railway
Narrow gauge.  Moyasta Junction,  

Co Clare. Open: Daily.

Teifi Valley Railway
2ft gauge, ½ mile. Henllan, Ceredigion 

SA44 5TD.

Tel: 01559 371077. Running: TBA.

Vale of Rheidol Railway
2ft gauge, 11¾ miles.

Aberystwyth, Ceredigion.

Tel: 01970 625819. Engines, 8, 9.

Running: Daily.

Welsh Highland Heritage 
Railway
2ft gauge, one mile.

Porthmadog, Gwynedd.

Tel: 01766 513402.

Running: Daily except May 8, 14.

Welsh Highland Railway
2ft gauge, 26 miles.

Caernarfon, Gwynedd.

Tel: 01766 516000. 

Running: Daily except May 4, 11, 14. 

Welshpool & Llanfair Light 
Railway
2ft 6in gauge, eight miles.

Llanfair Caereinion, Mid-Wales.

Tel: 01938 810441. Engines: 822, 823.

Running: W/Es + B/H. Tues -Thurs from 

May 15.

SCOTLAND
Almond Valley Railway
2ft 6in gauge, ¼ mile. Livingston,

West Lothian. 

Tel: 01506 414957.

Running: W/Es + sch hols.

Bo’ness & Kinneil Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.  

Bo’ness, West Lothian. 

Engine: 5643

Tel: 01506 822298.

Running: W/Es, Tues + May 7. 

Caledonian Railway
Standard gauge, four miles.

Brechin, Angus.

Tel: 01356 622992.

Running: Suns from June 3.

Invergarry & Fort Augustus 
Railway
Standard gauge, ¼ mile. Invergarry 

station,

South Laggan PH34 4EA. 

Running: June 3.

The information in this list was correct at the time of going to press. We strongly advise that you confirm 
details with the railway concerned.
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STAY A WHILE

THEwaiting rooms, StationMaster’s office and

BookingHall havebeen tastefully converted

into two, two-bedroomcottages.Theviews

fromtheplatformare spectacular looking

west, overlooking theWhitwell valley, the

villageandStenburydowns in thedistance.A

recent addition to theaccommodationwas the

conversionon thebuildingcalled theengine

shed intoadetached three-bedroomcottage

namedWhistlestop.Thecottagesareall 4 StarAA

approved.The station is set innearly twoacres

ofgardenandboasts its ownhobbyvineyardon

theembankment.

The station isgatedandvery family friendlyand in

anexcellent location toexplore the leafy lanesof the

IsleofWight.

Whitwell Station
Today,Whitwell Stationhasbeenbeautifully converted into

a residentialpropertyandtheStationMaster’shousewith

accompanyingholidayhomes, yetat thesametime, thecurrent

ownershave faithfullykept thehistorical themeof theproperty.

NettlecombeLane,Whitwell, IsleofWight,PO382QA whitwellstation.co.uk 01983730667/07769944433

To advertise call

Andrew on

01507 529310

History
Whitwell Stationwasopened

in1898andwaspartof the

VentnorWestLine. Itwas the

only stationonthe line tohave

apassing loopandtwoplatforms.

Themainstationbuildingsareontheupplatformwithasmallwaitingshelteron

thedownplatform.Therewasasmallgoodsyardand loadingdockonthedown

side.TheNG&SLRwas takenoverby the IWCR in1913butdespiteall efforts to

attractpassengers, the route toVentnorby the IsleofWightRailwaywasalways

moredirectandmorepopular.After theSouthernRailway takeover in1923,

economiesweremadeand,with thesmallamountof traffic, thepassing loop

couldno longerbe justified,andthiswas takenoutofuse in1926andthesignal

boxwasclosed.Thestationwasdowngradedto ‘partiallyunstaffed’ (summer

seasononly)on16/03/1928andfurtherdowngradedtoanunstaffedhaltand

goodsdepoton01/7/1941.TheVentnorWestLinewas finally closed in1952.

Abovearesome images thatwillhopefullygive the look, feelandambienceof

whatWhitwell Stationhasalwaysbeenabout…IsleofWight steam.
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STAY A WHILE

NOT only will you be staying in a

charming railway carriage but the village

of Northiamprovides awonderful base

for you to explore the local countryside

and coast, with attractions

and activities to

suit everyone.

The carriage

is situatedwithin

Northiam SteamRailway

Station, a working station on the Kent

and East Sussex Steam Railway line.You

don’t even need to leave the carriage

to get the full railway experience as the

steam trains will pull up at the station

just 20ft away!

The carriage sleeps up to six people

with two double bedrooms, themaster

with an en suite, a bunk room,

a family bathroom

with over the bath

shower, an open plan

lounge/dining area and

a kitchenwith everything you

need. The carriage also offers you the

best view of the station, surrounding

countryside and golden sunsets from the

elevated glass balcony.

Railway Retreats
Whynot comeandstayatRailway

Retreats inour convertedMK.1 railway

carriage locatedonthebeautifulKentand

EastSussexborder inNorthiam?

StationRoad,Northiam,EastSussex,TN316QT

www.railwayretreats.co.uk 07494520867 /01797253850

Deadline for advertising in issue 242 is

Thursday May 17

On Sale Friday June 1

ALSOAVAILABLEOURNEWWAGONS
THAT AREAVAILABLE TOBOOKNOW.

AMMUNITIONWAGONANDTOADBRAKEVAN
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EXPRESS GOODS
CLASSIFIED Contact Andrew Bruce on 01507 529310 • abruce@mortons.co.uk

To advertise call 

Andrew on  

01507 529310



WEB WATCH

Deadline for advertising 

in the next issue is  

Thursday May 17  

On sale Friday June 1



KEY■ Major or featured galas ■ Diesel and/or electric galas ■ Thomas or family event

Now booked to attend the Cotswold Festival of Steam on the Gloucestershire 

Warwickshire Railway, BR Standard Britannia Pacific No. 70013 Oliver Cromwell 

passes Kinchley Lane on the Great Central Railway on March 25.PAUL BIGGS

Late spring steam 
action large and small
AFTER a fairly quiet April, May sees a 

variety of steam events for enthusiasts 

of different gauges.

The 15 inch gauge railways have 

a growing following and both the 

major lines of this gauge have events 

during the month. The Ravenglass & 

Eskdale Railway launches its ‘Train from 

Spain’ with an impressive supporting 

cast of engines and at the other end 

of the country, the Romney Hythe & 

Dymchurch Railway can always be 

relied on to stage a gala event with a

difference.

Moving up to 2ft gauge, the Lynton

& Barnstaple Railway will be steaming

all of its engines, including recently-

completed 2-4-2T Lyn for its

gala weekend in May.

The Bluebell Railway returns to its 

roots with an event showcasing its 

smaller engines plus visiting Port 

Talbot Railway 0-6-0ST No. 813 

and the Isle of Wight will see the 

remarkable spectacle of three LMS 

Ivatt 2MTs in action, including the 

first tender engine to work on the 

island.

Traditionally the biggest event of the 

late spring season, the Gloucestershire 

Warwickshire Railway’s Cotswold

Festival of Steam will star Oliver

Cromwell and King Edward II with

services running through to Broadway

for the first time.

The star LNER Pacifics will be in

18, 19: Bluebell Railway: Branch Line
Weekend■
A busy timetable plans to re-create the

branch line feel of the line in its heyday by

concentrating on the use of the railway’s

smaller locomotives. SECR P class 0-6-0T No.

323 Bluebell, H class 0-4-4T No. 263 and O1

No. 65 plus SR Q class 0-6-0 No. 30541 will

be joined by a visitor, the PortTalbot Railway

0-6-0ST GWR No. 813 from the SevernValley

Railway.

On Friday there will be an increased

frequency timetable between East Grinstead

and Sheffield Park and on both Saturday and

Sunday, it will be case of“all change at Horsted

Keynes”with a packed timetable of trains

between there and both Sheffield Park and

East Grinstead and with frequent changes of

locomotives.

19, 20: Foxfield Railway:WarWheels
2018

19, 20: Kent & East Sussex Railway:
1940sWeekend

19, 20: Swindon & Cricklade Railway:
Diesel Gala■

20: Darlington RPS:Vintage Open Day

20: NeneValley Railway:Thomas Big
Adventure■

20: SevernValley Railway: MixedTraffic
Day

25-29: Bluebell Railway:Tornado■
The Bluebell Railway has announced that

LNER A1 Pacific No. 60163 Tornado will be

making a visit to Sussex in May.

The star of Paddington 2, the movie, will be

visiting for five days and Paddington will be on

board at times on 28th and 29th.

On Saturday & Sunday, Tornado will be

hauling the dining trains.

25-29: South Devon Railway: Spring
Beer Festival

26-28: BureValley Railway: Everything
Goes

26-28: Dean Forest Railway: Days Out
withThomas■

26-28: GloucestershireWarwickshire
Railway: Cotswold Festival of Steam■

BR Standard Britannia Pacific No. 70013 Oliver

Cromwelland GWR 4-6-0 No. 6023King Edward

II will be the star guests for the traditional

SPECIAL EVENTS

May
5, 6: Foxfield Railway: Diesel Gala■

5-7: AlnValley Railway: Steam Gala

5-7: Bressingham Steam Museum:

Heritage Steam Gala

5-7: Great Central Railway: Meet Peppa

& George■

5-7: Midland Railway – Butterley:

VictorianTrainWeekend

5-7: North Norfolk Railway: Days Out

withThomas■

5-7: NorthYorkshire Moors Railway:

Behind the Scenes

5-7: Ravenglass & Eskdale Railway:

WelcomeWhillanBeck■

There will be various activities over the

weekend including an inaugural return trip by

the railway’s newly-restored Pacific the‘Train

From Spain’.

Built in 1929 by Krauss of Munich for the

Ibero-American Exposition, Seville, the

locomotive had not steamed since 1932.

Bought and restored by R&ER Preservation

Society, Whillan Beck will be hauling services

during 2018.

5-7: Ribble Steam Railway: Friendly

Engines■

5-7 Rushden Station: Cavalcade of

HistoricalTransport

6: NeneValley Railway: Paddington■

6, 7: Buckinghamshire Railway Centre:

Steam Gala

6, 7: Mid-Suffolk Light Railway: Middy

in theWarYears

10-13: Swanage Railway: Diesel Gala■

11, 12: Statfold Barn Railway: Giant

MiniaturesWeekend

12, 13: East Lancashire Railway:Flying

Scotsman

12, 13: Epping Ongar Railway: LT

Weekend

12-13: Devon Railway Centre: 20th

Anniversary Special

12, 13: Great Central Railway: Goods

Galore

12, 13: Peak Rail: Heritage Shunters

Trust Gala■

12, 13: Kent & East Sussex Railway:

Colonel Stephens 150

12, 13: Kirklees Light Railway: Days Out

withThomas■

12, 13: Llangollen Railway: 1940s

Weekend

12, 13: Lynton & Barnstaple Railway:

Spring Gala■

All the resident engines will be in steam for

the weekend.

12, 13: Romney Hythe & Dymchurch

Railway: Steam and Diesel Gala■

A full weekend of the RH&DR showcasing

all available steam and diesel locomotives

including our rarely seen‘yard’machines such

as the Simplex and Scooter.

The gala will feature several special runs

such a Mountain class double-header with

Hercules and newly-relaunched Samson and

non-stops including the chance to ride non-

stop behind Samson.

To add to the spectacular, 2-8-2 River Mite

will be visiting from the Ravenglass and

Eskdale Railway.

The timetable will provide plenty of exciting

photographic opportunities and the engine

shed will be open Saturday evening for

exclusive photo opportunities.

17-19: SevernValley Railway: Spring

Diesel Festival■

Catch up with the latest 

news, views and great  

features every four weeks.

Issue 242 is out on 

June 1, 2018.

heritage line action with Tornado 

visiting the Nene Valley and Bluebell 

railways and Flying Scotsman making a 

weekend appearance on the 

East Lancashire Railway.

Heritage Railway will be covering 

these and other events over the 

coming month.
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Spring bank holiday gala with an expected 

eight locomotives in steam.

The theme this year is ‘Give My Regards to 

Broadway’ and it will celebrate the reopening 

of Broadway station, which now gives a 

15-mile run from Cheltenham Race Course to 

Broadway.

With an intensive service of passenger 

and goods trains, Saturday evening will see a 

16-coach special.   There will be opportunities 

to take a brake van ride with the goods train 

and there will even be limited opportunities 

to take a ride on the footplate between 

Toddington and Cheltenham for an additional 

charge.

26-28: Isle of Wight Steam Railway: Ivatt 
Gala ■
The railway’s three LMS Ivatt locomotives will 

be in steam together on the Isle of Wight for the 

first time, with 2-6-2Ts Nos. 41298 and 41313 

plus 2-6-0 No. 46447, the first tender engine to 

operate on the island.

26-28: Lincolnshire Wolds Railway: 
Steam Punk

26, 27: South Downs Light Railway: 
Visiting Locos Gala

27: Corris Railway: Special Gala Day

27, 28: Cholsey & Wallingford Railway: 
Guinness Weekend ■ 

27: Eastleigh Lakeside Railway: Days 
Out with Thomas ■

27, 28: Epping Ongar Railway: Peppa 
Pig & George ■

June 
1-3: Mid Hants Railway: Diesel Gala ■

2, 3: Dean Forest Railway: 40s Weekend

2, 3: Severn Valley Railway: Goods Train 
Gala

RAILWAYANA

May
12: Talisman Railwayana, Templecombe

19: Lacy Scott & Knight, Bury St 
Edmunds

June
2: Great Central Railwayana, Stoneleigh 
Park

THE MONTH AHEAD






