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The Great Central’s
greatest day?
IT IS alwaysaprivilege towitness those legendarypinnaclesofpreservation. Sadly, Iwasnotpresent to

witness theFfestiniogRailwayworkingon its
LlynYstradaudeviation, nor the rebuildingof a
part-sectionedNo. 71000DukeofGloucester to a
conditionwherein it ranbetter than inBRdays, nor the
openingof theNational RailwayMuseumatYork.
However, Iwas there for thedocksideunloadingof

the twoexiledA4Pacifics at Liverpool for theMallard
75celebrations, and thecompletion, launchand first
main line runofnew-buildA1PacificTornado,andwas
onboard for its 101mph runearlier this year.
OnSeptember3, I addedanothergreatmoment to

my list, even though like thoseother spectatorson the
NottinghamRoadbridge inLoughborough, I shivered
throughoutonacold, late-summerevening.
Still, itwaswortheverymoment tosee the realisation

ofadreamwhichspanned fourdecadesandnowspans
theMidlandMainLine: the installationof thebeams
of thebridgewhichwill oneday link theGreatCentral
Railway to theGreatCentralRailway (Nottingham).
Notonlywill thebridgecreatean18-mile steam

highway fromtheoutskirts ofNottinghamto those
of Leicester, butwill allowmain line charters to run to
and fromLoughboroughCentral andLeicesterNorth
for the first time, andaccess themajornewnational
standardmuseumtobebuilt at the latter.
Formanyyears, therehasbeen the incessant“will it

everhappenorwon’t it”debateabout thebridge, yet it
took less than twohours to lift thebeams intoplace.
Yes, it is onlyonecomponentof the linkproject –a

huge sectionof embankmentnowhas tobe rebuilt
northof LoughboroughCentral for a start –but it is
hugely symbolic andwill undoubtedlyprovide the
impetus for the raisingandprovisionof the funds
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OPINION

essential to complete the showpieceproject, just as
anew-build locomotiveprojectboosts its credibility
tenfoldwhen theboiler is built.
Thecompletionof theBridge to theFutureproject

will giveanunprecedentedboostnotonly to theGCR
and theEastMidlands tourist economy,but to the
nationwideheritage sector as awhole.
Itwill demonstrate that‘missions impossible’canbe

madepossible, andwill highlight themajorbenefits
offeredbyheritage railways to local authorities across
thecountry: itwill offerpractical hope thatother
obstacles canbeovercomegiven thewill, suchas the
missingA6bridge,whichcould takePeakRail into
Bakewell andhopefullybeyond.
The installationof theLoughboroughbridgemay

well heraldanewgoldenage in the sector,withother
railwaysnowforgingahead toachievemajorgoals.
Already this year,wehave seen timetabledSwanage

Railway trains run toWareham, andnext springwewill
beable to rideon theGloucestershireWarwickshire
Railway intoBroadway.
TheLlangollenRailway ismaking steadyprogress

on itsnewtowncentre station inCorwen, andeven
themuchsmallerMid-Suffolk LightRailway isnow
expandingoutof its long-timeconfines topastures
new.
It isnownearly20years since Ientered railway

journalismto the jibesof thosewho labelledenthusiasts
andvolunteersas‘anoraks’, yet thesepeoplehave
showntimeandtimeagain thata farmoreaccurate
description is“achievers”, for yetagain,despite theyears
ofnational austerity, railwaypreservationhasproudly
shown itself tobe theartof thepossible.
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WestCoastRailways’ ‘TheScenicCarlisle Express II’ railtour fromBedford toCarlisleonSeptember6mayhavebeen the
first train comprisingheritage stock, in this case theCarnforthoperator’smaroonMk1 rake, topassbeneath thenewGreat
Central bridge. This legof the charterwashauledbyWestCoast-liveriedClass 57No. 57315, representativeof a class
re-engineered fromClass47sat thenearbyBrushworks in Loughborough.ROBIN JONES

The first of the twinbeamsarriveson site earlyon
September3.ANDREWMORLEY

Thegiant cranehoists the first beam into theair.
ANDREWMORLEY

The first beam lifted intoplaceon theabutments.
ANDREWMORLEY

ByRobinJones

SHORTLYbeforemidnightonSaturday,
September2,acrowdofaround60
spectatorsandonlookersgathered
ontheslimfootpathontheA60
NottinghamRoadbridgeover the
MidlandMainLine inLoughborough, in
anticipationofamajor spectacle.
ThepassingofFlyingScotsman,

TornadoorDuchessofSutherlandbelow?
Maybeahigh-profiledieselcharter?
Asurprise returntosteamofMallard?
Noneof these.Tearingupthe‘rule

book' in termsofwhatmighthavebeen
expected, theonlookershadassembled
towatchastaticandsizeablepieceof
railway infrastructurebeing installed.
Andwhatapieceof infrastructure!

Itwasno less thanthe firstmajor
componentsof thebridgewhichwould
removewhathas longbeenregarded
as thebiggestobstacle in theheritage
railwayportfolio,andconnect the
GreatCentralRailwayto itsnorthern
counterpart, theGreatCentralRailway
(Nottingham).Thenet result: thecreation
ofaunique18-mile inter-city railway,and
theGCR’s firstmain lineconnection,over
which incomingcharterswillbeable to
runtotheplannedmajornewmuseum
atLeicesterNorth.
Thishugelysymbolic first sectionof

theGCR’sBridgingtheGapprojectcost
£2.5millionandhas takenseveralyears
ofplanningandfundraising.
Aswellasdonations fromGCRand

GCR(N)membersandsupporters, itwas
fundedbya£1mgrant fromtheLeicester
andLeicestershireEnterprisePartnership
and£250,000worthofsharesboughtby
LeicestershireCountyCouncil.
ContractorsMPBStructuresLtdof

CorbyhavebeenonsitesinceFebruary,
constructingtheabutmentsand
preparingthesite for thesingle-track
bridge installation.Thebridgeabutments
wereconstructedofpre-castconcrete
units, filledwithconcretearoundasteel
frame insidetogiveextrastrength.
Theabutmentshadtobeat least15ft

Great Central’s Bridge to the
Future ‘dream’ now a reality

THE HERITAGE SECTOR’S BIGGEST OBSTACLE OVERCOME

awayfromthenearestNetworkRail track
–hencethe finalbridgedesignofone
singlespanrather thantwospanswitha
centralpieraspreviouslyplanned.
Theabutmentsareclosetoariverbed,

with thegroundhaving layersofmainly
gravelandalluvial soil.Despiteearly
ground investigations, includingthe
sinkingofboreholes,duringthe initial
pilingworks itwas foundthat therewas
athicker layerof softground.Accordingly,
abiggerpilingmachinehadtobe
brought in tosinkdeeperholes for the
abutments,addingextracost to the
project,whichwasmetbybothGCR
supportersand itsDavidClarkeRailway
Trustcharity.

Gapbridged inside twohours
Thebridge-installationoperationbegan
onAugust25,whena1722-toncrane
wasbrought in fromBaldwins.Within

sixdays ithadbeenassembledandwas
dominatingtheLoughboroughskyline.
After11pmonSaturday,September2,

thecrowdgathered innear-freezing
temperaturesontheNottinghamRoad
bridgenext tothetown’sNetworkRail
station, for theirgrandstandviewof the
historicbridge lift.
Possessionof theMMLwasgranted

byNetworkRail as soonas the final train
hadrunpastaftermidnight,with the
jobhavingtobecompletedby7amthe
followingdaywhenthe line reopened
totraffic.
Therewere reports that the lift could

startat12.30amontheSunday,butword
camethat thetwin44-ton,122ft-long
bridgesectionsweredelayed inarriving
by lowloaders fromPeterborough
manufacturerMooreSteel.
Thesteelwork for theboxgirder

bridgearrivedonsiteat1.30am,after

the first lorry’sorangewarning lights
couldbeglimpsed inthedistanceas it
approachedthetown.
Withmuchcarefulmanoeuvring, the

first sectionwasdeliveredtotheGCR(N)
sideof theconstructionside,wherethe
cranehadbeenpositionedandwas
readyandwaiting.
Thefirst liftbeganat2.20am.Using

steel ropes, thegargantuancrane
liftedthesteelwork intotheairas its
operatormoved it intopositionover the
preparedabutment.
Fifteenminutes later, the first section

was inposition.
At2.40am, thealignmentof thebeam

wascarefullycheckedbycontractorson
theground.
Fiveminutes later, the firstbeam

was lowered intoposition,with the
abutments takingthestrain rather than
thecrane.Ontopof theabutments,
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BRStandard5MT4-6-0No. 73010 crosses theoriginal
GreatCentral bridgeacross theMidlandMainLineat
Loughborough in the summerof1963. Thebridgewas
dismantledbyBritishRail in1980. TGHEPBURN/GCR

The secondbeam liftedon theabutments.ANDREW
MORLEY

The first twobeamsof thenewbridge firmly
inplace, as seen fromthe southern sideof the
MidlandMainLineonSeptember6. ROBIN JONES

The crane swings the secondbeam intoplace.
ANDREWMORLEY

EastMidlandsTrainsClass 222DMUNo.222007heads southbeneath thenew
greenbridgeonSeptember6, after leavingLoughboroughstation. ROBIN JONES

pre-cast40-tonconcretecillunitswere
readytoaccept thebridgebeams.
At3.50am, thesecondbeamwas

liftedand itspositionalsocheckedby
groundstaff.
At4am, thesecondbeamwas lowered

intoplace–andtheMidlandMainLine
wasbridgedagainat thispointafter
anabsenceof37years.Steelgirders
fastenedthetwobeamsectionstogether
tokeepthemaligned.

Thedreamthat stayedafterdawn
SunriseonSunday,September3, revealed
thatadreamspanningfourdecadeswas
nowwellonthewaytobecomingreality.
Inthecomingweeks,asetof

strengthening20-tonsteeldeckpanels
werescheduledtobeloweredintoplace,
oncefurthernight-timepossessionsof
theMMLhadbeenarranged.
Whencompleted, thebridgewillweigh

98tons.Theconcreteabutmentswill
befinishedoffwithabluebrick fascia
toreplicatetheoriginalGCRbridge
brickcolours.
However, thecompletionofthebridge

itself isonlythestartof theprojecttounite
thetwoheritage lines.
Embankmentseithersideneedtobe

constructed,andafurtherbutmuch
smallerbridgetobelifted intocross
RailwayTerraceonthesouthside.

Rebuildingtheshortsectionof
embankmentbetweentheGCR(N)
andthebridgeonthenorthside is the
comparativelyeasytask.
However, replacing themissing

sectionofembankmentbetween
RailwayTerraceandthebridgeover the
GrandUnionCanalon theapproach
toLoughboroughCentral station
remainsby far thebiggest jobofall,with
complexnegotiationswith thestatutory
authorities set to takeplacebeforea
shovelfulofearthcanbedepositedon
thesite.
Inall, 1640ftof this sectionof the

GCR’sLondonExtension, including the
bridgesandembankments,will needto
be rebuilt.
A farmorepressing issue is theneed

formoremoney, andagain theGCR
will turn to its supporters,whowill have
beenbuoyedby theappearanceof the
bridge,whichsceptics said foryears
wouldneverhappen.
GCRchiefexecutiveofficerRichard

Patchingsaid: "Forover40years,our
supportersand friendshavedreamt
ofworkstartingonthe reunificationof
the line.
"Wehopetocontinue raising funds to

complete theprojectand finally join the
tworailways."
GCR(N)directorPhil Stanwaysaid:

"Whatwasoncedeemednothingmore
thanadreammovesonestepcloser.
"Thebridge installation is testimony to

allwhohavecontributedso far."
RobMcIntosh, routedirectorof

NetworkRail, said:“Wearedelighted to
besupportingGCRwith thisexcitingand
ambitiousprojectwhichwillprovidea
realboost to tourismfor the region.”
NickPulley, chairmanof theLeicester

andLeicestershireEnterprisePartnership,
said:“Weare reallyexcitedby thisunique
projectwhichsupports thecreation
ofan18-milemain line railway from
Leicester (LeicesterNorth) toRuddington
(NottinghamSouth).
“TheGCRprojectwill openup

significantcommercial andtourism
opportunities to increasevisitorsby
60,000peryear. In fact, this is the
biggest investment inaheritage railway
in theUK.”
The liftingof thebridgesections

intoplacealmost coincidedwith the
50thanniversaryof the finalpublic
service train fromNottinghamVictoria
onSeptember4, 1967, afterwhich
ArkwrightStreet stationwasused for
another20months,while theDMU
service toRugbyclungon.
➜ TheGCR is inviting further
donations to theBridge to theFuture
project.Detailsmaybeobtainedat
www.gcrailway.co.uk/unify.

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. Heritagerailway.co.uk 7

006 Headline News_233.indd 7 11/09/2017 09:55:22



Hero steam train driver’s £60k medal
bought by NRM for public display

Railwaymemories: Current and retired railwaymenwereamong thosewho
attended the rededicationof theWallyOakes’memorial plaqueatCreweon
August21. From left: Stuart Finch,GlennHindson,AlanTebay (rear),David
Harrison (front),GeorgeHill (rear),MauriceHarvey (rear), Paul Fowles (front), and
Neil Cadman. PAUL BROOKSBANK

Proud relative: JeanHoskinswithherhusbandRoband
theGeorgeCross that sold for £60,000at aGreatCentral
Railwayanaauction inStoneleighonSeptember2. The
medalwasawardedposthumously to Jean’s second
cousin, steamtraindriverWallaceOakes,whodied saving
hispassengers fromapotentialmajor accident.
GEOFF COURTNEY

ByGeoffCourtney

AGEORGECrossawardedtoherosteam
expressdriverWallace‘Wally’Oakes,who
52yearsagosacrificedhis lifesavinghis
passengers fromapotential catastrophic
accident,wasbought for£60,000bythe
NationalRailwayMuseumatanauction
inWarwickshireonSeptember2.
Thepriceequalledtheworld record

railwayanarealisation, set inSheffield in
2004bynameplateGoldenFleece from
A4PacificNo.60030.
Oakeswasawardedthemedalafter

an incidentonthe footplateofBritannia
No.70051FirthofForthontheWestCoast
MainLineatWinsford, sevenmilesnorth
ofCrewe,onJune5,1965.
Aged just33andarailwaymanfor18

years,hewasdrivingtheStandardPacific
onthe10.42amEuston-Carlisleexpress,
whichheandhis firemanGwilymRoberts
hadtakenoveratCrewe,whenthe fire
blewback fromthesmokeboxas it
passedWinsfordstationat55mph.
Thecabwasquicklyengulfed insmoke

andflamesandRobertsmanagedto
climboutof thecabandclingontothe
locomotive,butdespite thehorrific
conditions,Oakes remainedat the
controlsandbrought thetrain toahalt,
anactofbravery thatpreventedthe
possibilityofamajoraccident.
OncehehadstoppedthetrainOakes

felloff the footplate,andRoberts found
himontheembankmentwithhis
clothesburnedoffandsuffering80%
burns,butstill alive.Despitebeingbadly
burnedhimself, the firemanmanaged
totelephoneasignalmanandthe
southbound‘RoyalScot’wasstoppedto
pickupthetwobadly injuredmen.Sadly,
Oakesdiedaweek later.
Hisheroismwasrecognised four

months laterwhenhewasposthumously
awardedtheGeorgeCross, thesecond
highestaward inthehonourssystem

behindtheVictoriaCross,with the
citationsaying“MrOakes’gallantaction
showedthathis first thoughtwasthe
safetyofhispassengers,andhethereby
sacrificedhis life, forhediedaweek
later.Hesetanoutstandingexampleof
devotiontodutyandofpublic service.”

Star item
WithaCarnegieHeroTrustmedalalso
posthumouslyawardedtoOakes, the
GeorgeCrosswasthestar iteminaGreat
CentralRailwayanasaleatStoneleigh
Park,andoneof those in thecrowded
hall towatchauctioneerMikeSodenput
itunder thehammerwasJeanHoskins,
whoashis secondcousin is thehero
driver’sclosest survivingrelative.
Mikestartedthebiddingat£20,000,

andwiththeaudiencewatching in
completesilence, iteventuallycame
downtoabattlebetweentwobidders,
one intheroomandanotheronthe
telephone.
Theformer,a representativeof the

NRM,wontheday,andwhenthe
hammerwentdownat£60,000the
collectors in theroombrokeout into
spontaneousapplause.
As thehall reflectedontheworld

record-equallingrailwayanaprice
achievedbythemedal, Jean,whowas
at theauctionwithherhusbandRob
and18-year-olddaughterGemma–and
Montythedog–said:“Weare really
pleased. Itwasour first-everauctionand
itwasaneye-opener.
“It is fantastic that ithasbeenbought

bytheNRM,as I really feel thatwillhelp
keepWallace’smemoryalive.Wewere
quite touchedandhavebeenblown
awayby itall.”
AndrewMcLean, theNRM’sassistant

directorandheadcurator, toldHeritage
Railway:“Wallacestayedonthe footplate
ofaburning locomotive tobringhis
passenger train toastop–anactof

outstandingbraverywhichundoubtedly
savedmany lives.Weplantoput the
medalondisplay torecognisehis
heroismandtosharehis story,which
deserves tobemorewidelyknownby
thepublic.
“Duringtheageofsteam,workingon

therailwayswasadangerousprofession
andaccidentswereunfortunatelya
commonoccurrence, so it is fittingthat
aswellascommemoratingWallace’s
incrediblebravery,werecogniseand
rememberall thosewhowerekilledor
injuredworkingontherailways.”
Andrewsaid theFriendsof the

NationalRailwayMuseumhadprovided
£30,000towards thepurchaseof the
medal, adding:“Iwould like tothank
themforhelpingtobringthis rare
andsignificant itemtothenational
collection.”
FriendschairmanPhilipBenhamsaid:

“ThegallantryofWallaceOakes,atgreat
personalcost, isacourageousexample
of thededicationsooftendisplayedby
railwaymenandwomen,and it is fitting
thathisactionswererecognisedwith the
GeorgeCrossandCarnegiemedals.
“Theworkof theFriendsof the

NationalRailwayMuseummakes
acquisitionssuchas thispossible,and
Iwould like tothankall thosewhose
donationsandsupporthelpkeepsuch
importanthistorical items intheUKand
ondisplay tothepublic.”

Sad postcript
Asadpostscript toOakes’sheroism
is thathisgrave inStMatthew’s
Churchyard,Haslington,Cheshire, close
towherehe lived, isunmarked,having
noheadstoneoranyreferencetohow
hedied,astateofaffairsMikeSoden
describedas“tragic”inhis introductory
talkbeforeputtingthemedalunder the
hammer.
HeritageRailwayhas launchedan

appeal to raise funds foraheadstone,
andpartof thisappeal involvedtracing

theclosest survivingrelativeofOakes,
whohadnochildren, forpermission
toerectaheadstone.This ledthe
magazineto51-year-oldJean,who is
enthusiastically supportingtheappeal.
Oakes’widowDorothyemigrated

toAustraliaafterhisdeathanddied in
1982at theageof54,andJeanandher
husbandRob,ofRochester,Kent,had
triedwithoutsuccess totrackdownthe
whereaboutsof themedal18yearsago,
althoughtheydidestablish itwasback
in theUK inaprivatecollection,having
beenboughtatauction inthemid-1990s.
AfterWally’sdeath, colleaguesatCrewe

shedmadeacollection foramemorial
plaquepraisinghis“devotiontoduty,”
andthiswasplaced intheentrance
lobbyof thetraincrews’depotat the
station,butsubsequentlymovedtothe
freightdepot.
Itwasmovedagain recently tothe

loungeforLondonMidlandtrain
crews,close to itsoriginal location,
andonAugust21wasrededicatedby
theRevRichardCook, thenorth-west
regionrailwaychaplain,whohada
26-year railwaycareerasaporter, and
subsequentlyaguard,prior totakingon
hiscurrent role.
Inadditiontoseveraldozenactive

andretiredtraindrivers,otherswho
attendedtheceremony includedLaura
Smith,MPforCreweandNantwich;
PaulBrooksbank,LondonMidland’s
leaddrivermanager;AlanTebay,Glenn
Hindson,andDavidHarrison.
Alan,GlennandDavidaremembersof

CreweHelpingHandCommitteewho,
withothers, renovatedtheplaqueand
financed its refurbishment.
Alan is retiredheadofoperations for

Freightliner,whileGlenn, thecommittee’s
secretary,andDavidarebothretired
operationsandtraincrewmanagers.
➜ A full reportof theauctionon
September2will appear inGeoff
Courtney’s railwayanacolumn innext
month’s issue.

TheGeorgeCross
medalpresented to
WallyOakes.NRM
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Outshopped inSouthernRailwaygreen, thenew Lyn is picturedatAlanKeef’s
Ross-on-WyeworksonSeptember7. Fourdays later, itwas taken toWoodyBay
ready for its official launch. PETE BEST

AGWRKingbackatPaddington! TheGreatWesternSociety’s blueKingNo. 6023KingEdward IImadeabrief appearance there onAugust 31whilebeing towedby
BritanniaPacificNo. 70013OliverCromwell to theSeptember2OldOakCommon farewell openday.No. 6023 isbeingprepared formain line running, and talks arenow
underwayabout it undergoingblastpipeand loading tests on theSevernValleyRailway.A featureon theopenday canbe foundonpages86-89. FRANKDUMBLETON

SEPTEMBER30will seethe£650,000
replicaBaldwin2-4-2TLynofficially
launchedat thestartofLynton
&BarnstapleRailway’s two-day
autumngala.
Lyn isanew-build replacementof

theoriginal locomotivebuilt in1898to
operatetherailway. Itpassedasteam
testatAlanKeef’sRoss-on-Wyeworkson
September7.
ThefirstLynwasbuiltbyBaldwin’sof

Philadelphiaandshippedasakitofparts
tobeassembledat theL&B’sPiltonWorks.
Sadly, itwasscrapped in1935whenthe
railwayclosed.
Now,after sevenyears,7000drawings

andmorethan25,000components,a
locomotivethat looksverymuch like the
originalLyn,but ismorepowerfuland
economic torun,hasbeenconstructed
andwillmake its formalpublic launchat

WoodyBay.ThenewLynhasbeenbuilt
bythe762Club,whichtakes itsname
fromthe locomotive’snumberduring
SouthernRailwayownership.
The ideaofanewLynwasfirstput

forward in2006,butseriousworkdid
notbeginuntil2011whenanorder for
theboilerwasplaced.Theconstruction
hasbeenfinancedthroughanactive
membershipeachbuyingasharecosting
£762,orbysponsoringacomponent.
ManyDevonfirmshavemadeahuge

contributionbymakingparts freeof
chargeoratvery favourable rates.
Around£25,000 is still neededtocover

painting, lining, transportandsome
cosmeticcomponents.
Clubmembershipcosts£762but

paymentscanbephasedover30
months.Visitwww.762club.comfor
furtherdetails.

The ‘Yankee tank’ is
coming to North Devon

Tyseley schemegets Lottery cash
VINTAGETrains (VT)hasbeengiven
a£90,000voteofconfidenceby
theHeritageLotteryFund(HLF) for
itsTyseley-basedEngineeringthe
Futureproject.
Theproject focusesonthe

developmentofnewvolunteering
opportunitiesandexpanding its
fundraisingcapacity toenable the
organisationtoachievea long-term
visionof“Expresssteamtrains
engineeringa future foreveryone.”
VintageTrains’futureaimis to

developaheritagerailwaycompany
runningexpresssteamtrainson
thenational railwaynetworkand
toenableeveryonetoparticipate,
engaginga largerandmorediverse
audience ineveryareaofactivity.
Theaimis todevelop itsTyseley

depot to improvethecommunity,
link itbysteamtrain tothecity
centreviaMoorStreetstation,and
provideaprogrammeofdisplays,
activitiesandtraining,making ita
significant touristattractionaswell
asanexcellentworkplace.
VTclaimtheLotterygrantwill

enable thecreationofanew
volunteeringandadministrative

development infrastructureand
deliveragreaterunderstandingof
audienceneeds. Itwill create the
foundationsonwhich longer-term
objectiveswillbebased-strong
governanceandsuccession
planning, improvedvolunteer
management, robustaudience
research,andextensive fundraising
development.
Thegrantwillprovidetwonew

full-timepostsandawhole rangeof
newopportunities tovolunteer.
VTchairmanMichaelWhitehouse

said:“Wearedelightedtohave
receivedsupport fromHLF.Thanks
toNationalLotteryplayerswewill
beable tocreatenewopportunities
forparticipationatall levelsand
teachyoungpeoplenewheritage
andengineeringskills, enabling
ustocontinuetoprovideexpress
steamtrainsonthenational railway
network formanyyears tocome.”
VanessaHarbar,headofHLF

WestMidlands, said:“OurResilient
Heritagegrantshelptostrengthen
organisationsandput them,and
theheritagetheyprotect, inabetter
position for the future.”
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Remembering Nottingham Victoria
APLAQUEhasbeenunveiledon
thesideof the formerNottingham
Victoriastation’sclocktower,marking
halfacenturysince itsclosureon
September4,1967.
Theplaquewasunveiledtoacrowd

ofpeopleontheexactanniversaryby
87-yearoldGordonCripps,whoworked
at thestationwhenhewas14yearsold,

deliveringmail to thestaff.
Followingdemolitionof theGreat

CentralRailwaystation,only the
clock towerwas left standing,which
was incorporated intotheVictoria
shoppingcentre.
JanineTanner fromNottingham’s

RailwaysRememberedgaveaspeech
before thecuttingof theribbon.
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WR4-6-0No. 7029ClunCastleatBristol BarrowRoadonNovember27, 1964.KDHARCHIVE

The first TeesValley
mayor, BenHouchen (left),
discusses theprogressof
buildingnewGresleyP2
No. 2007PrinceofWales
withprojectdirectorMark
Allatt insideDarlington
LocomotiveWorks.A1SLT

Clun Castle: Vintage Trains
announces ‘icon’s’ first tours
ByRobinJones

VINTAGETrainshasannouncedthe first
main linetours for its iconic flagship–
WR4-6-0No.7029ClunCastle.
Ahigh-profile recommissioning

ceremonyofClunCastlewill takeplace
atTyseleyLocomotiveWorksonSunday,
October29,andfollowing its seven-year
restoration,willundergofurther tests
beforeembarkingonaseriesofmain line
test runs inearly2018.
It ispencilled in forapublicVintage

Trains’trip toChesteronMarch31,
andanother toOxfordviaGloucester,
SappertonBankandDidcotonApril21.
Thesewillbethe iconic locomotive's first
main linetours for30years.
OnOctober29, itwill appear insteam

ontheTyseley turntablealongside
other locomotives, includingsister
double-chimneyedCastleNo.5043Earl
ofMountEdgcumbe.

Vision for the future
Therecommissioningceremonywill take
placeat11am,andat2.30pmVintage
Trains’chairman,MichaelWhitehouse,
willbehostingaVision for theFuture
presentation followedbyaquestionand
answersession intheLondonMidland
RailwayClubAssociationclubnextdoor
totheworks.
Michael,who isalsochairmanof7029

ClunCastleLimited, said:‘“I amthrilled
thatClunCastlewillbeback insteamin
October.Weknowverymanypeople
are lookingforwardtosee ithauling
ourexpresssteamtrains,andallofusat
Tyseleyareabsolutelydelightedthat the
locomotive,which foundedourcharity,

Mayoral visit fornewP2project
NEWTeesValleymayor, Ben
Houchen,hasvisitedDarlington
LocomotiveWorks to see theprogress
onbuildingworkofnewGresleyP2
2-8-2No. 2007PrinceofWales.
During thevisit themayorwas

givenabriefingonTheA1Steam
LocomotiveTrust’s progress and its
ambitiousplans for expansion.
Themayorheard first-hand

the trust’s plans for a largerbase
inDarlingtonwhere itwould
buildandmaintain itsgrowing
fleetof locomotives, including
A1PeppercornPacificNo. 60163
Tornado, and rolling stock.
Aspreviously reported inHeritage

Railway, the trust alsohas ambitions
to createa state-of-the-art charter
train, fromasetof locomotive-
hauledMk.3 carriages,whichwill
beextensively refurbishedand

overhauled for its newrole.
CounHouchen, leaderof the

ConservativeGrouponStockton
Council, said:“This is awonderful
project takingplaceat thehomeof
themodernpassenger railwayand
weshouldbegettingbehind it.
“Itwasexciting tohear the trust is

looking toexpand intoa larger and
better facility. Itwill bea fantastic
thing tobeable to take thisproject
forward to thenext level, even
beyondcompletionof thePrince
ofWales,which is anachievement
in itself.”
The trusthasmore than2500

supporterswho raised the£3million
needed to completeTornadoand
arenowraising£5mtobuildPrince
ofWales.
It alsohas thebackingof leading

Britishbusinesses, includingWilliam

CookCastProducts, ClevelandBridge
andVirginTrains EastCoast.
P2projectdirectorMarkAllatt said:

“Oneof the remarkable thingsabout
thisproject is theamountofmoney
we’reputtingback into local industry:
around70%of the£5millionwe’re
spendingonPrinceofWales is going
tobe spentwithbusinesses in the
local area.We’vebriefed themayor
onour excitingplans for the future
andhe is fully supportiveofwhatwe
are trying toachieve.”

Themayoral role is anewly created
post,withMrHouchenchairing
theTeesValley combinedauthority
andworkingalongside the five
TeesValley councils to improve the
economyof thearea, bring innew
investmentandcreate jobs.
Themayorhas responsibilityover

several areas including transport,
homesandcommunities, culture
and tourism, skills andeducation,
businessgrowthaswell as
investmentanddevolution.

will soonbebackonthemain linewhere
itbelongs.Weare takingbookingsnow
for its first trains too!
“AllofusatVintageTrains look forward

towelcomingeveryonetoTyseley
LocomotiveWorksonSunday,October
29.Wewillbeable toshowyoutwo
double-chimneyCastles insteam
together for the first time inmanyyears.”
ClunCastlewasbuiltatSwindon in

1950aspartof the lastbatchofCastles
orderedbyBR.OnMay9,1964,Clun
Castlebroketherecord forasteam
locomotiveover theSouthDevonbanks
fromPlymouthtoBristol; the recordwas
held for50yearsuntilbeatenbyEarlof
MountEdgcumbe.

ClunCastle touredthroughoutEngland
tomarktheendofsteam,and in1967
wasbought fromBRbyagroup led
byMichael’s father,andpreservation
pioneer, the latePatrickWhitehouse for
thescrapvalueof£3600.

Last steam fromPaddington
The locomotivewasplaced intrustand
subsequentlymovedtotheformersteam
depotatTyseley,whichbecameitshome
for thenexthalf century.There, itbecame
thefoundationof the7029ClunCastle
Limitedcharitable trust.
ClunCastlehauledthe last steamtrain

fromPaddington, the final through
trainontheGWRroutenorth from

BirminghamtoBirkenhead,andthe
last train fromBirminghamMoorStreet
stationbefore itsclosure.ClunCastle
wasseenthroughoutEngland inthe
1970sand80shaulingrailtours,and
tooka leadingrole in the1985GWR
150celebrations, runningdaily shuttles
betweenGloucesterandSwindon. Itwas
last seenonthemain line in1988.
Thedate for therecommissioning

waswronglygivenasOctober28 in
our last issue.Tyseleywillnotbeopen
onthatday.
➜More informationabout the
recommissioningeventandtourscan
beobtainedatwww.VintageTrains.
co.ukorbytelephoning01217084960.
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BulleidBattleofBritainPacificNo. 34072257SquadronatNorden stationon theSwanageRailwayonAugust 21afterbeingdelivered fromthe line’sHerstonWorks
following the completionof its overhaul.ANDREWPMWRIGHT

TWOBulleidBattleofBritain lightPacifics
are set to join theSwanageRailway's
operational fleet.
Fifteenyearsafter it last steamed,

BattleofBritainNo.34072257Squadron
willbemaking its comeback imminently.
Following thecompletionof its

overhaul atHerstonWorks, the
locomotivewas takenby low loader
back to theheritage line’smetals at
NordenonAugust21.OwnerSouthern

LocomotivesLtdwashoping tohave
No.34072steamagain for itsAGMon
September30.However, SLL’sSimon
Troysaid theboiler inspectorhasasked
fora fewadjustments,whichcouldmean
257Squadrondoesnothaulpublic trains
untilOctober.
257Squadronwasoutshopped from

BrightonWorks inApril 1948, and
workedheavycontinental expresses
fromDover toLondon.Following

electrification, itwas reallocated to
ExmouthJunction in1958, andoften
hauled the Ilfracombesectionof the
‘AtlanticCoastExpress.’
In July1964,257Squadronwas

transferred toEastleigh, its final shed,
fromwhere itwaswithdrawn that
October.However, thatwasnot the
endof its BRcareer as itwas resteamed
again twomonths later tohaul an
enthusiasts special fromFarehamto

Southamptondocks.257Squadron
reachedDaiWoodham’s scrapyardat
Barry inMarch1965, and stayed there
until itwasbought forpreservation
inNovember1984. It last steamedat
Swanage in2002.
Another SLLex-Barry locomotive,

sisterNo. 34053SirKeithPark,will be
moved toSwanage inearly 2018after
workingon theSevernValleyRailway for
the first five yearsof itsboiler ticket.

Bulleid Battle of Britain pair join Swanage roster

THELeightonBuzzardRailway is to
hold its 50thanniversarygalaover
theweekendof September30and
October1,withup to10 locomotives
in steam.
Theeventwill celebrate50

years since the initial formal
meetingheld inOctober1967
that led to the formationof the
preservation society.
A special train servicewill be

inoperationeachdaywithnine
departures fromPage’s Park to
StonehengeWorks.
Visiting locomotives include

PatrickKeef’s 1924Bagnall 0-4-0ST
Woto, PhilMason’sKerr Stuart
0-4-0TDianabuilt in1909andNick
Williams’AndrewBarclay0-4-0T
Jackbuilt in 1925.Theywill run
alongside thehome fleet ofDe
Winton0-4-0VBTChalonerbuilt in
1877, Baguley0-4-0TRishrabuilt in
1921,Orenstein &Koppel 0-4-0WT
PCAllenof1913,O&K0-6-0WTElfof
1936,O&K0-6-0WTPedemouraof
1924, Baldwin4-6-0TWDLRNo. 778

of1917andAndrewBarclay0-6-0T
Dollof1919.
It is anticipated that thegala

will be the last opportunity to see
Elf in steambefore itswithdrawal
foroverhaul.
Alsovisiting fromtheFroissy-

DompierreRailway inFrancewill
be the replicaUSArmyGreatWar
‘Speeder’. In addition topassenger
trains therewill bedemonstration
freight trains.Theseare likely to
include theLBR’s log-carrying
wagons, FirstWorldWar rolling stock
anda trainof LBR sand-carrying skip
wagons typical of those thatwere
operatedby the2ftgauge lineas
built .The sand trainwill behauled
by twoof the railway’soriginal
Simplexdiesels.
Some freight trainswill run the

whole lengthof the line,whileothers
will runon towardsMundaysHill on
apartof the linenotnormallyused.
Thesewill be the first scheduled

serviceson thispart of the line for
more than40years. This extension

of the railway is currentlypart
of anappeal to replace the track
and restore it topassenger train
operational standards.
Around5pmonSaturday,

September30, it is planned to
stageaparadeofworking steam
anddiesel locomotives atPage’s
Park station,witha commentaryby
veteranmemberAlf Fisher.

10 to steamasLeightonBuzzard
marksheritage-erahalf century

Orenstein&Koppel 0-6-0WTElfwill bemaking its last appearanceat the
LeightonBuzzardRailway50thanniversarygalabefore its overhaul. LBR

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. Heritagerailway.co.uk 11

010 News_233.indd 11 13/09/2017 10:17:25



Right: Ruston&Hornsby
0-4-0 shunterWensley
is oneof two industrial
diesels currentlyon lengths
of track laidatAysgarth.
ROBIN JONES

Above:Aysgarth station
cannowbesold tohelp
theWensleydaleRailway’s
financial position.
ROBIN JONES

Wensleydale station
sale plan approved
ByRobinJones

WENSLEYDALERailwayshareholders
havebackedacontroversialplan to sell
off itswesternmost station inorder to
cleardebts.
At thecompany’s annualgeneral

meetingheld inLeyburnMethodist
churchhall onSaturday, September9,
shareholdersvoted in favourof selling
off thecurrently isolatedAysgarth
station,which is yet tobeconnected to
theoperationalheritage railway.
The revivalists,whose long-termaim is

to restore theentire trans-Pennine route
toGarsdale, linking theEast andWest
CoastMainLinesagain,havealways
seenAysgarthasamajormedium-term
goal, as it served thebeauty spotof
AysgarthFalls.
Although ithasnotyetbeen

connected to the railway’s current
western terminusofRedmire, track
hasbeen laidatAysgarth,where
two industrial diesels andaMk.1
coacharekept.

Railway heritage site
The railwaywasapproachedbya
still-unnamedsupporter –described
only as a“wealthy railway focused
individual”–whowants tobuy the
station for £400,000 (near thevaluation
figure) anddevelop it as a railway
heritage site, eventually linking it
toRedmire.
However, former railwaychairman

RuthAnnisonsaid shehad received
more than100 lettersexpressing
concernsabout thesaleof the station,
andwhether itwouldonedaybe
brought into railwayuse. Shesaid she
still had reservationsabout thesale.
Before themeeting, aSaveAysgarth

Stationwasdisplayed, andshareholder
BruceYarboroughcalled for itnot tobe
soldoff toaprivate individual, accusing
theboardofa lackof communication
withWensleydaleRailwayAssociation
membersover the issue.

HeclaimedagroupofWRAmembers
wereaiming to raise sufficient capital to
buy thestation themselves.
However, railwayboarddirectorSteve

Davies, the formerheadof theNational
RailwayMuseum, told themeeting
saleofAysgarth stationwouldcreate
capital to invest in infrastructureand
significantly reducemortgageand
utilitiesbills.
The railwaypaysa£195,000mortgage

onAysgarth station,which if sold, could
be invested in theoperational railway.
Stevedenied thesalewouldplace the

railway’s long-termaspirationsat risk.
“Firstly, itwill releasecapital to invest

in steaminfrastructure,which iswhat
thepublicwants, andsecondly thenew
owner isgoing to lay track,”he said.
Currently, the railway’sboard is looking

to improve its finances,by introducing
moresteamservicesandextra catering,
tomake itmoreappealing tovisitors.

Shift of emphasis
Adevelopmentplanwith theaimof
assisting thenewowner to connect
Aysgarth station to the linewasoutlined.
Also, aproposal tomakean improved
Leyburn station theeasternendof a
tourist shuttle toCastleBolton–which
couldbe servedbyanewstation–and
Aysgarthwasalsooutlined.
Theemphasison theWensleydale

revivalwould shift fromarailway
runningpublic trains toaheritage line.
Itwas said theprospectivebuyerof the

station intends todevelop it asa“hobby
railway”open to thepublic severaldays
ayear.

The Great Marquess leaves the Moors
JOHNCameron’sGresleyK42-6-0
No.61994TheGreatMarquesswasdue
tobemovedfromtheNorthYorkshire
MoorsRailway’sGrosmontshedtoNew
BridgeYard,Pickering, for loadingonto
roadtransport inmid-September.
Thismovementwillbethefirststageof

its trip intoretirementatanewmuseum

inFifebeingbuiltbyJohn,where it
isplannedtohaveit joinedonstatic
displaybyA4No.60009UnionofSouth
Africawhenthat locomotive’smain line
ticketexpires.
No.61994hasbeeninstoreat

Grosmonteversince itsworkinglifecame
toanendwhenitswasfailedwithboiler

problemsin2015whilevisitingtheNYMR.
Latterly, ithasbeenrestingonan

isolatedlengthoftrackthathadtobe
slewedandreconnectedtoallowit tobe
extracted. Itsplacewillbetakenby
Class24dieselD5061,which isawaitinga
majoroverhaulthat is likelytobeginwhen
itssisterClass24D5032iscompleted.

Newtrolley
trustmoves to
Chasewater
AGROUPwhich is dedicated
to thepreservationof rail
trolleyswill bebasedat the
Chasewater Railway.
TheRailTrolleyTrustwas

formedas a companyalmost
twoyears ago toprovide
a formal structure for the
collectionof trolleys that had
beenbuilt upover theprevious
eight years.
The companyhas always

wanted tohave the collection
onpublic display and inuse, and
hasnowbeenpublicly launched.
It is seeking volunteers,

andwill alsobe lookingat
fundraising andgrants. It plans
to register for charitable status
within thenext year.
Thegroupwill build its first

base inpart of the sidings area
of ChasewaterHeaths station
yard.The initial focuswill be
on carryingout thenecessary
groundworks to a 40ft container
tobemovedon to the site.
Once the container is in place,
the trustwillmove vehicles to
ChasewaterHeaths.
Awebsite hasbeen launched

atwww.railtrolleytrust.co.uk

Middleton’s
Cockerill
tramsold?
PRIVATELYownedCockerill
0-4-0VB tramNo. 1625, currently
basedat theMiddletonRailway,
has reportedlybeen sold.
Itwasbuilt in1890 foruseat a

steelworks inSeraing, near Liege,
inBelgium, andhasbeenon the
MiddletonRailway since1995.
Itwaswithdrawn fromservice
in2000.
The identityof thebuyerhas

not yetbeen revealed,butword
on theNorthYorkshireMoors
Railway suggests it hasbeen
boughtbyamemberwithaview
tousing it occasionally as the
Pickering stationpilot at special
events, aswell asproviding
steamheating forwinter
services, replacing theuseof
hired-in static steam-generating
plants.
Withdrivingwheels just 2ft

indiameter itwill be limited in
scope,but sister locomotives
havebeenshowntopossess
agood turnof speed, and it is
thoughtbrakevan specials to
Levishammightbeanother
possibleuse for it.

12 Heritagerailway.co.uk Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway

NEWS

SUBSCRIBE TODAY! £20
SEE

P31 FOR
DETAILS

FROM
ONLY

012 News_233.indd 12 13/09/2017 14:48:45



BRStandard5MT4-6-0No. 73156standsat Loughboroughstationwitha test runonSeptember8.ANDREWMORLEY

BR Standard to make gala debut as scrapped sister
ByRobinJones

THE latestBarryscrapyard locomotive
tobereturnedtosteamwill run in the
identityofa long-gonesisterwhen
making itsgaladebut
BRStandard5MT4-6-0No.73156, the

rebuildofwhichhasbeencompleted
at theGreatCentralRailway’s
Loughboroughshed,will takethe
identityofNo.73084Tintagel.
TheGCR’sOctober5-8autumnsteam

galawillbethemedtomark50years
sincetheendofsteamontheSouthern
Region,andwill seethegaladebutof
No.73156,whichhasalreadymade light
enginetest runs.

Its twoguestswillbeBulleidBattleof
Britain lightPacificNo.3408192Squadron
fromtheNeneValleyRailwayandrebuilt
sisterNo.34053SirKeithPark fromthe
SevernValleyRailway.

'Standard Arthurs'
No.73084wasaNineElmsshedengine,
oneof20classmembers thatworkedon
theSouthernRegion.Theyweregiven
thenamesof formerS15KingArthur
4-6-0sbetweenMay1959andMay1961,
becomingknownas‘StandardArthurs’.
WhenNo.73156wasbasedatNeasden

shed itwasaveteranof‘MasterCutler’
workingsoverGreatCentralmetals from
MarylebonetoSheffield,andwas later

basedatLeicesterandWoodfordHalse
prior to itswithdrawal inNovember1967.
It is thereforehistoricallyappropriate for
theheritage line.
BoltonSteamLocomotiveCompany

LtdownsNo.73156andreached
agreementwiththeLoughborough
StandardLocomotivesGroupLtd for its
restorationatLoughborough inreturn
fora10-year runningagreementonthe
modern-dayGCR.
Thegalawill seeuptonine locomotives

insteam,witheight-coachexpress
trainsbeingrun.
Other locomotives rosteredfromthe

homefleetwillbeBRStandard9F2-10-0
No.92214,currentlynamedLeicester

City,WR4-6-0No.6990Witherslack
Hall, Stanier8F2-8-0No.48624, Ivatt
2MT2-6-0No.46521,BRStandard2MT
No.78018,andFowler3F‘Jinty’0-6-0T
No.47406.

Photographic charter
Therewill alsobeapassinggoods
working,TravellingPostOffice trains,
andaphotographicdisplayof 1960s
BRSouthernRegion steam in the
LoughboroughMuseumroom.
No.73156,whichreturnedtosteam

inAugust,hasalsobeenbooked
foraTimeLineEventsphotographic
charterat theGCRonOctober10, still
masqueradingasTintagel.

THENorthYorkshireMoors Railway
(NYMR) turneda loss of around
£168,000 in 2015 into a surplus of
more than£950,000 in 2016, ona
turnover of around£7.2million, despite
the line facing adifficult start to the
operating season,with just two steam
lococomotives available andahigh
level of diesel substitutions.
Muchof the improvementwas

becauseof a reduction in costs of
around£675,000, although incomealso
roseby around£445,000.
Theearly part of the 2016 season

saw thehighly successful visit of Flying
Scotsman, whichbrought in around
£327,000 thatwasused for debt
reduction, a trend thatwas followed to
a lesser extent in 2017with the visit of
No. 46100Royal Scot andwill continue
in 2018with a latewinter visit of A1
PeppercornPacificNo. 60163 Tornado.

Thesehigh-profile locomotive visits
services areparticularly aimedat tour
operators, being run at a timewhen
other attractions arenot open.
Theproceedsof these services are

notbookedas regular revenue, but
godirectly into reducing the railway’s
debts andhave resulted in a reduction
ofmore than£400,000over the course
of thepast two such twoevents.

Purchase of property
Capital expenditure for the year
was almost £1.2mand included the
purchaseof anewproperty, in the
formof theMulberries restaurant in
BridgeStreet, at the endof Pickering
Stationplatform.Theupper floors of
this arenow inuse as offices,with the
catering facilities belowopenedon
special occasions.
Advance tickets for the visit of

new-build PeppercornA1Pacific
No. 60163 Tornado to theNYMRare
nowon sale.TheA1will beworking
on the line fromMarch3-March11. It
is hoped that thepublicity generated
byNo. 60163’s recent 101mphexploit
willmake for a successful eventdespite
the fact the enginehaspreviously
visited the line.
NYMRgeneralmanagerChris

Price said:“Over the yearswe’vehad
manyguest locomotives visit us and
weexpect Tornado tobeoneof the
best yet.With its searing speedand
fantastic recent history, it’s sure tobe a
head turner!”
GraemeBunker-Jamesof theA1

SteamLocomotiveTrust said:‘’It has
been several years since Tornado visited
theNorthYorkshireMoors andweare
verymuch looking forward to returning
the locomotive to this scenic line.’’

Scotsman helps North Yorkshire Moors
Railway turn loss into £1 million profit

BUILDERSofthenewLNWRGeorge
theFifth4-4-0expresslocomotive
No.2013PrinceGeorgehave
orderedseveralkeycomponents.
TheLNWRGeorgetheFifth

SteamLocomotiveTrusthas
orderedfivetonsofhigh-grade
steeltocovertheproductionof
couplingandconnectingrodsand
high-stresspartsofthemotion.
Anorderhasbeenplacedwith

SomersForgeforthetwocoupling
rods.
WestfieldPatterns,of

Peterborough,willbemakingthe
patternforthetopsectionofthe
originalLNWRchimney.
EastCoastCastingsofWratton,

Norfolk,hasreceivedanorderfor
theproductionofthecastingfor
thechimney.

PrinceGeorge
takesmore steps
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North Norfolk success despite
Worth Valley WD obstacle
ByBrianSharpe

INITIAL indicationsare that theNorth
NorfolkRailway’sautumnsteamgala
wasthebest supportedsincethevisitof
Tornadoback in2013.
MarketingmanagerTrevorEadysaid:

“Passengernumbersover theweekend
ofSeptember1-3weregoodandapart
fromashortdelay toservices lateon
Fridaytheweekendwentwithalmost
perfect timing.
“Locomotives featured included

visitingS&D7F2-8-0No.53809,courtesy

of itsownerJohnMoorhouseandthe
WestSomersetRailway.”
HoweverWD2-8-0No.90733,dueto

attendfromtheKeighley&WorthValley
Railway,wasunable toappearandthe
plannedblackWDdoubleheadercould
not takeplace.
All thearrangements for the

appearanceof the locomotivehad
beenmadewhich includedtherailway’s
haulagecontractorsubmittinga
MovementOrder toWestYorkshirePolice
within the laid-downtimescale.Based
onthedetail contained intheMovement

Order, thePolicedeterminewhether
apoliceescort is requiredwhich itwas
in thiscaseas the loadweighedmore
than80tonnesandwascarriedona
transportercombinationofmorethan
sevenaxles.
AtthispointtheWestYorkshirePolice

informedthehaulagecontractorthatdue
toothercommitmentsincludingtheLeeds
Festivaloverthebankholidayweekend,
therewerenoofficersavailabletoprovide
suchanescortuntilSeptember12at
theearliest.Boththehaulagecontractor
andrailwayescalatedthiswithinthe

policeorganisationbuttonoavail.
Therequirement forapoliceescort

throughWestYorkshire ismandatory for
loadsof this size,whereaselsewherethe
haulagecontractorsarepermittedto
providetheirownescort team.
Therailwayarrangedareplacement

visiting locomotive in theshapeofGWR
0-6-0PTNo.7714 fromtheSevernValley
Railway,whichwasobtainedfromthe
NationalCoalBoard’sPenalltaColliery
in1973andaftera lengthyrestoration,
steamedfor the first timeat theSVR
in1992.

GNRN20-6-2TNo. 1744passesGWR0-6-0PTNo. 7714atHolt.

GNRN20-6-2TNo. 1744andLNERB124-6-0No. 8572 climb towardsKellingHeath..
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GWR0-6-0PTNo. 7714pilots SDJR7F2-8-0
No. 53809 towardsWeybourneonSeptember2.

GWR0-6-0PTNo. 7714headsa shortgoods trainpast thegolfers just outside
Sheringham. SDJR7F2-8-0No. 53809andWD2-10-0No. 90775arriveatWeybourne.
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Visiting theKirklees
LightRailway for
its September
9-10 steamgala
wasapair of early
Bassett-LowkeHenry
Greenly ‘LittleGiant’
Atlantics. Caledonian
blue-liveriedPrince
EdwardofWaleswas
built inNorthampton
in1909andbecame
the first locomotive
at thenewlyopened
RhylMiniature
Railway. Thedark
blueSynoldawas
constructed in1912
for theSandHutton
RailwaynearYork
butnormally resides
in theRavenglass
&EskdaleRailway
museum.DAVE
RODGERS

‘U-turn’ denial as UK-built
Garratt offered for sale
ByGeoffCourtney

AUSTRALIANpreservationists and
enthusiastswhoare reeling fromthe
shock closureofoneof thecountry’s
leading railwaymuseumsand the
controversial auction inAugustof
twoof its locomotives, andother
rolling stock, have receivedanother
majorblowwith thedecisionby
themuseum’s liquidator to sell the
museum’smost-prized asset, UK-built
Garratt No. 6029.
Thedecision to sell the restored

standard gauge 4-8-4+4-8-4was
madeby Eddie Senatore, of global
accountancy firmDeloitte. Hewas
appointed liquidator to oversee
affairs after themuseum’s closure last
November and the collapse of the
ACTdivision of theAustralian Railway
Historical Society, which ran the
museumandowned anumber of its
assets, includingNo. 6029.
ADeloitte spokesman toldHeritage

Railway in June thatNo. 6029was
not for sale, but onAugust 28 the
company announced that offerswere
being invited bywayof expressions
of interest.
The sale is being handled onbehalf

of Deloitte by Slattery Auctions of
NewSouthWales,which also held
an auction of someof themuseum’s
assets onAugust 2 that raised
$400,000 (£241,000)whichwill go
towards settling someof the debts
of the society andmuseum that total
about $700,000 (£425,000).
Explaining the‘expressions of

interest’(EOI) sale process, Slattery
Auctions’operationsmanager

GlendonBurton said:“This is similar
to a tender process, where interested
parties submit offers before the
closure date, and these are required
to be accompaniedby adeposit to
ensure they are genuine.The highest
offer is then consideredby the vendor.
“This EOI is a little different, as the

liquidator has requested that, to
ensure the locowill bewell looked
after, each offer be accompaniedby a
proposal detailing the intendeduse of
the loco,where itwill be stored, and
how itwill bemanaged. Considering
the nature of 6029, the liquidator has
considered itshandlingpost-sale tobe
important.”

Tight timetable
Acatalogueof the sale releasedby
Slattery said thatofferswouldhave to
be receivedbySeptember15and the
Garratt removedbySeptember29, a
tight timetable that somewithin the
Australianpreservationmovement
regardasvirtually impossible tomeet,
as the254-ton locomotive is stored
150miles fromCanberra atTrainworks
RailwayMuseum inThirlmere, south-
westof Sydney.
At thebeginningof September,

GlendonBurton saidnoguideprice
hadbeenquoted forNo. 6029,but
reports indicatedaprobableprice
rangeof$300,000-$400,000.
Reports emerging fromAustralia

in recentmonths suggested the
National RailwayMuseumatYorkwas
consideringmakingabid forNo. 6029
–at that time theGarrattwasnot even
for sale –but theseweredismissedby
themuseum.

In the lightof the loconowbeing
on themarket,HeritageRailway
againapproached theNRM, and the
responsewas the same,withPR&
communicationsmanager SimonBaylis
saying:“Nothinghas changedsinceour
original comment–wehavenoplans
toacquire6029.”
EddieSenatoreofDeloittedenied

that thedecision to sellNo. 6029
representedaU-turn.“Therehasbeen
nochangeofheart,”he said.“Steam
locomotive6029 is an important asset.”
Anumberof conditionswere

attached to the sale, he said, and
through theexpressionsof interest
processhewasattempting to
determinehowbest topreserve the
locomotivewhileworking towardsa
restructuringof the society’s affairs.
Hedeclined to saywhat valuehe

wasputtingon theGarratt, saying
that themarketwoulddecide, and
claiming therehadbeen“intense
interest”in all the society’s assets,
including steam locomotives.Healso
declined toconfirmwhether therehad
beencontactwith theNRMover the
locomotive’s sale, citingcommercial
confidentiality.
Of themuseum’s future, he said:“It

will reopenshould sufficient fundsbe
received fromthe sale (of assets) and if a
restructuring takesplace.”

Devastated
HowardMoffat, anAustralian railway
enthusiast andphotographerwho
hasbeen involvedwithNo. 6029
from the first day of its restoration a
decade ago, toldHeritageRailwayhe
was‘devastated’by thenewsof its

impending sale.
“I cannot tell youhowdisappointed

I am–more than seven years ofwork
throughhot summers and freezing
Canberrawinters have comedown to
this.We achievedwhatmanypeople
thoughtwas impossible, to restore a
Garratt to runningorder. Somany told
usweweredreaming, butwedid it.
I never conceived the idea then that
within a fewyears ofwatching it run
again, I wouldbewitnessing this. I am
really devastated.”
Of its future, he said hebelieved

therewere fundswithin theAustralian
preservationmovement to keep it
in the country, but added:“I fear that
a big overseas’offermight see it go,
but hopefully heritageprovisions
would stop that.The sale has struck
anervewithin theAustralian railway
enthusiastmovement, and thebattle
will be an interestingone.
“As a 15-year-old enthusiast I

campedbeside the linewith a camera
andwitnessed thesemagnificent
locomotives operatingondouble-
headed coal trains, and Iwill never
forget the spectacle.”
Howard cautioned about the

condition imposedby the liquidator
thatNo. 6029,whichwasnamedCity
ofCanberra after its restoration, be
removed from its current location
by September 29 in the event of a
successful sale.“It cannot bemoved
anygreat distancewithout being in
light steam tooperate the lubricators,
and although I amnot surewhat is
exactly required, the locomotive needs
tubeplate and linkage repairs. Itwill
not bemoved in a rush.”
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Giantof the trackat rest: ThemassiveproportionsofNo. 6029are illustrated
by this viewof theUK-builtGarratt atCanberraRailwayMuseumonFebruary
25, 2015when,having returned fromrestoration, itwasnamedCityof
Canberra.Thegloryandexcitementof thatdaynowseemfardistant as the
4-8-4+4-8-4 facesanuncertain future following the collapseof its owner, the
ACTdivisionof theAustralianRailwayHistorical Society, and the closureof the
museum,where itwasbased.HOWARDMOFFAT

DuringAugust, two replica running-inboardswereplaced inpositionat the
formerSpetisbury station inDorset. These timberboardshavebeen funded
thanks toagrant fromSpetisburyParishCouncil, andhavebeenconstructed
andpaintedbymembersof theSpetisburyStationProject. Spetisbury station
openedwith theDorsetCentral RailwayonNovember1, 1860, laterbecoming
partof theSomerset&Dorsetmain line. It closed in1956, 10yearsbefore the
endofpassenger services, havingbeenanunstaffedhalt since1934.Demolition
followedsoonafterwards, althoughbothplatforms survive intact. SSP

He said theGarratt’s true valuewas
as aworking engine, andnot as one
needing repairs.“Itwouldbewrong to
depreciate its value on thebasis that it
needs repairs. Every steam locodoes.”
Howard also lamented about the

future of Canberra RailwayMuseum.
“Wehaveonly two locos left, and I fear
that our oncegreat littlemuseum,
whichwasbuilt upwithmany
thousands of hours’work over 50
years, is history.”LikeNo. 6029, the two
engines towhichHoward referred are
bothBeyer Peacockproducts, 4-4-0
No. 1210built in 1878 andNo. 3016, a
4-6-0 built in 1903.

Further investment
A source said that a groupwas hoping
to raise $50,000 (£30,000) towards
buying the engine andwas seeking
further investment – one enthusiast
approached allegedly replied that
“I have already putmoney into 6029
over the years andgot very little
return”–while a secondgroup, like
the first said to beCanberra-based,

was also looking into the possibility of
putting in an expression of interest.
Built at the Beyer Peacockworks in

Manchester in 1953 forNewSouth
WalesGovernment Railways, No. 6029
is one of theworld’s largest preserved
locomotives and at 63,016lb ft tractive
effort amember of themost powerful
class ever to run inAustralia. It was
withdrawn in September 1972 after
a 620,000-mile career hauling heavy
freight trains ofmainly coal, and
was bought for preservationby the
NationalMuseumofAustralia.
Taken off railtour duty in 1981 and

stored in Canberra RailwayMuseum’s
yard, it lay dormant until 2007when,
by thenownedby the nowcollapsed
ACTdivision of theAustralian Railway
Historical Society, amajor seven-year
overhaul started.
On its return to steam in 2014,

AlanGardner, who led the overhaul,
described theGarratt as“one of
England’s best exports andoneof
the best examples of British railway
engineering.”
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Six brake failures on mountain
trams – Manx government

ByRobinJones

SIXbrake failureshaveoccurredonthe
SnaefellMountainRailway in thepast
fiveyears, the IsleofMangovernment
hasadmitted.
The figureswere released followingthe

latest incident,whenCarNo.2suffered
abrake failureafter it left theSummit
terminus,as reported inour last issue.
TheManxDirectorofPublicTransport

IanLongworthsaid that the tramhad
sustaineda lossof rheostaticbraking
duetoan interruption in theoverhead
electricity supplywhichoccurredwhen
thebowcurrentcollectedmomentarily
lostcontactwith theoverheadwire.
Thecrewattemptedtoapply the

emergencymanualFellbrakebutwere
initiallyhampered in theirattemptsbya
gap in theFell rail ata roadcrossingnear
Bungalowstation.Theywereeventually
able tostopthevehicleafter the
recommencementof theFell rail section.
However,passengersclaimedthat the

ministerhaddownplayedthe incident,
and insistedthetramhadbeenoutof
control formuch longer,before the fell
rail stoppedat theBungalowcrossing.
Followingthe incident, thespeed limit

onthe1-in-12 five-mile linewas reduced
from12mphto8mph.
However,onAugust10, theHealth

&SafetyatWork Inspectoratebanned
trams fromoperating followingreports
that tramswerenotadheringto thenew
speed limit.
Thesix incidentsweredisclosedafter

a reporter for the island’scommercial
radiostation3FMsubmittedaFreedom
of Informationrequest, askinghowmany
incidents involvinga lossofcontrolor
brake failureonanyrollingstockonthe
island’selectric railwayshadoccurred.

Totally destroyed
Thereplyshowedthat therewere three
incidentsontheSnaefellMountain
Railway in2013,none in2014and2015,
two in2016andonethisyear.
OnMarch30, 2016, theunoccupied

CarNo.3 suffereda runaway from
theSummit andderailed justnorth
ofBungalowstation.Nobodywas
injured,but the121-year-old tramcar
was totallydestroyed in the incident.
Thirty passengerswere left strandedat
Summit station.
OntheManxElectricRailway, therewas

one incident in2013andtwo in2014.
In theSeventies, theelectro

mechanical (rheostatic)brakingsystem
was installedonallof themountain
tramsafter itwasboughtsecond-hand
fromAachen.Thisbrakingsystemrelies
uponthegenerationbythemotorsof

electriccurrent frompowerdelivered
fromthewheels.
However, for technical reasons this

systemcanfail andsothetramsretain
theoriginalmechanical1895Fellbraking
systemasaback-up.
Aspokesmanfor theManxElectric

RailwaySocietysaid:“So farasweare
aware theneedtoemploythe1895
brakehas increased in recentyears.
“Inadditionto thetwoserious

incidents in the last18months there
havebeenanumberofoccasionswhen
theFellbrakehashadtobeemployed
inanemergency (whichwould indicate
aproblemwith theelectro-mechanical
brake rendering it inoperable).
“Itwas the1895Fellbrakewhichsaved

the livesof thoseonCarNo.2onFriday,
August4,when, followingapparent
failureof theelectromechanicalAachen
brake, thecrewof the tramstruggled
manfully toapply theFellbrake in
circumstances inwhichwitnesses
suggest theycouldeasilyhavebeen
thrownfromtheplatformsbythe
joltingof thetramthunderingdownthe
mountainat speed.
“Before theyappliedthemselves to

theFellbrake therewouldhavebeen
aperiod inwhichthemotormanwas
tryingtoget theelectro-mechanical
brake toworkand in itself thiswillhave

producedatimepenalty inwhichthe
caracceleratedandtheapplicationof
theFellbrakebecameamuchmore
difficult task.
“TheMERScongratulates thecrewand

salutes theirheroism.TheMERSdoesnot,
however, congratulate theDepartment
of Infrastructure forallowingastateof
affairs toarise inwhichonepriceless
and irreplaceablevintagetramhasbeen
utterlydestroyedandanotherverynearly
wreckedwithallhands in thespaceof
18months.

Police investigation
“Webelieve that thereshouldbenothing
inherentlywrongwith the functionality
of thebrakingsystemsonthese trams.
“Insteadof those inchargesimply

congratulatingthemselves fora‘near
miss’,wecall forapolice investigation
ofwhathashappened in the recent
incident.Hada loaded‘bussuffereda
catastrophicbrake failurecausing it to
hurtledownMinorcaHill therewould
havebeenapolice investigation.
“Hadthis tramleft the railsandtragedy

occurredtherewouldhavebeenapolice
manslaughter investigation.This tram
crossedthemountain roadat speed,at
rightangles to thetraffic (weknowfrom
survivorsaccounts therewas trafficon
theroad).”

RISINGcostshave forced theKeighley
&WorthValleyRailway toabandon
plans tobuild anewcafebuildingat
Oxenhope station.
Oxenhopeparish councillors said they

weredisappointed that the scheme
wouldnotbegoingany further.
However, railwaychairmanDrMatt

Stroh said that the linewouldcontinue

toexplorealternativewaysof enhancing
its catering facilities. Atpresent, it
operates a cafehoused inabuffet
carriageat the station.
A£250,000budgethadbeenset aside

for thenewcafé, but latest estimates
placed it at £900,000.Matt said:“We
wouldnever recover the capital amount
required for thedevelopment.”

Worth Valley’s Oxenhope café
must remain on rails for now

Left: The1895Fell
brakeonCarNo. 2
whichbrought it
toahalf after the
electric braking
systemfailedon
August4. The
picturewas taken
byapassenger.
MERS

Right: Snaefell
MountainRailway
CarNo. 2onApril
15, 2013.BRIAN
MORTIMER/
CREATIVE
COMMONS

CommunityhelpsoutBarry line
VANDALISMat theBarryTourist
Railway’s exhibition shedhasbeen
repaired, afterbig-hearted local
peopleoffered tohelpout aspart
of a communitydayonMonday,
August 28.
The shed,whichhadbeen set

toopenasamuseum,wasbadly
vandalised in June this yearwhen

intruders causedmore than£6000
indamage.
Theopenday saw12people

volunteer tohelp rectify thedamage,
withmanymorevisitors attending for
abarbecue.
Managingdirector JohnBuxton

said:“Anevent like this revives your
faith in thehuman race.”

018 News_233.indd 18 13/09/2017 10:31:36



Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. Heritagerailway.co.uk 19

ByGeoffCourtney

THE country’s leading railwayartists
were celebratingat their annual
exhibitionatKidderminsterRailway
MuseumonAugust 26whennine
paintings soldwithinhoursof
its opening.
Theexhibition, Railart 2017,putonby

theGuildofRailwayArtists, featured61
worksby28artists – fromoil oncanvas
andwatercolour to charcoal onpaper,
pencil andacrylic – andall but fivewere
available for sale atprices to suit all
pockets, frombelow£100 to£5750.
Althoughessentially anexhibition to

givevisitors an insight into the talentsof
someof theworld’s top railwayartists,
the fact thatmostof thepaintingson
displaymaybebought addsa special
attraction to the five-weekevent.
Sellingnineof theworkswithin the

first twohourswasa testimony to the
public’s affection for railway scenesas
depictedby theartistswhich ranged
fromthe traditional to the idiosyncratic,
withmuchbetween.All thepaintings

are titled, and theseprovidea feel for
what is on show.
Thus there isMemoriesof Lichfield

TrentValley andArrivingat SnowHill,
vying for thevisitors’attentionwith
BirdWatcher andEverlastingLove, or
WildSwanatWoodGreenandDundee
DeparturewithSkelewheels and
DeepPeace.
Oneof thehighlightsof theopening

ceremonywasapresentationbyguild
president JohnAustin toBarryCox,who
acceptedacertificateofhonoraryguild
membershiponbehalf ofTrevor Savage,
until recently editorofWheelandPalette,
theguildnewsletter,whohashad to
retire though ill health.
Theexhibition,which isbeingheld

at theSevernValleyRailway-based
museumfor the13th time, runsuntil
October1, andadmission is free.To
manyof today’s railwayenthusiasts and
preservationists, it is a‘must-see’event.
Theguildwas founded in1979and

itsmembershipofboth full andpart-
timeartists includesa strongoverseas
contingent fromfour continents.

Quickfire start as Railart
2017 opens its doors

Fellowship: It’s smiles all roundat theopeningof theGuild of RailwayArtists’
Railart 2017exhibition at Kidderminster RailwayMuseumonAugust 26.
From left: PhilipHawkins andMalcolmRoot,whoareboth fellowsof theguild,
Geoff Courtney, senior contributingwriter forHeritageRailwaywhoofficially
opened theexhibition, and JohnAustin, another guild fellowandalso its
president. ROB PULHAM

Brush strokes: Part of theGuildofRailwayArtists’ annualRailart exhibition
whichopenedatKidderminsterRailwayMuseumonAugust26and runsuntil
October1.ROB PULHAM
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Science Museum ‘takeover’
of Locomotion planned
ByRobinJones

AMAJORshake-upofthemanagement
systemattheLocomotionmuseumin
Shildonissettotakeplace.
Areviewofmanagementstructures

andgovernanceprocessesundertaken
atthemuseumlastyearrecommendeda
numberofpotentialchangestoeradicate
“confusion”and“operationaldifficulties.”
Thevenue,thefulltitleofwhichis

Locomotion:TheNationalRailwayMuseum
atShildon,attractsaround200,000visitorsa
year, isjointlymanagedbyDurhamCounty
CouncilandtheScienceMuseumGroup,of
whichtheNRMispart.
OnSeptember13,thecountycouncil’s

cabinetmemberswerescheduledto
discussaseriesofnewmanagement
arrangementswiththeaimofenabling
themuseumtodevelopandattract
morevisitors.

LastDecember,theSMG’sboardof
trusteesandthecouncil’scorporate
managementteamagreedinprinciplethat
thebestwaytodothiswouldbetomore
fullyintegrateLocomotionintotheSMG.
Sincethen,thetwobodieshaveworked
closelytogethertothisend.
Atpresent,someofthemuseum’sstaff

areemployedbythecouncilwhilethe
restareemployedbytheSMG.Underthe
proposals,thecouncilemployeeswould
transferacrosstotheSMG.Ifthemove
isagreed,thecouncilwillbeginformal
consultationwithallthoseaffectedandthe
tradeunionslaterthisyear.
Theproposedchangeswouldalso

seethetransferofall land,buildingsand
structurestotheSMG,whichwouldtake
overresponsibilityforthefullmaintenanceof
thesite.Bothorganisationswouldcontinue
tosubsidiseoperationalcosts.Thecouncil
wouldundertakeessentialsafetyworks

totheGrade1listedcoaldrops,which
arecurrentlyinastateofdisrepair,before
transferringthemtoSMG.
ItisalsoplannedthataSMGtrusteewill

takeontheroleofchairmanandoneof
theboard’sthreecouncilrepresentatives
becomingvice-chairman.
Thecouncilwouldalsoenterintoa25-year

fundingagreementwithSMG,whichwould
bereviewedeveryfiveyears.
Durham’scabinetmemberfortourism,

culture,leisureandruralissues,CounOssie
Johnson,said:“NotonlyisLocomotionof
nationalsignificanceasarailwaymuseum,
italsoplaysanimportantroleinthelocal
community,countyandregion.
Assuch,it isakeyassetwithinthecouncil’s

culturalportfolioandweremaincommitted
toitslong-termdevelopment.
“Locomotioncurrentlyattractsaround

200,000visitorseachyearandoverthe
past13yearshasexceededallourinitial

expectations.However, it isnowclearthat
ifthemuseumistocontinuetogrowand
expanditsaudience,somechangesare
neededtothewayinwhichitoperates.
“Thenewarrangementsweare

proposingwillenablethistohappen
whilealsoensuringthatweareableto
continueourdirectinvolvementinthe
strategicmanagementandgovernance
ofthemuseum.”
Followinganofficialopeningbythen

PrimeMinisterandlocalMPTonyBlair,
Locomotionopenedtothepublicin
September2004.
Itwasdevelopedasapartnership

betweenSedgefieldBoroughCouncil
andtheScienceMuseum.
TheformerTimothyHackworth

Museumwasexpandedintoalarger
sitethatcouldalsohouseandshowcase
itemsfromtheNationalRailway
Museum’scollection.

ByHughDougherty

AYRStationHotel, built as an integral
part of the town’station in1885 toa
FrenchRenaissancedesign, is under
threatofdemolition.
Thehotel, oneof threebuilt and

ownedby theGlasgow&SouthWestern
Railway, andoperatedafter 1923by
theLMS,wasanearly sell-off by the
BritishTransportCommission in1951,
andhaspassed through thehandsof
several owners since then.Currently
ownedbyMalaysianbusinessmanEng
HuatUng,whobought the structure in
2010 for £750,000, theCategoryB listed
building,whichcarries theGSWRarms
on its stonework, hasbeenunusedsince
then, andhasnowbeenplacedon the
ScottishBuildingsatRisk register.
Theconditionof thehistoric railway

hotel is nowsodangerous, thatNetwork
Rail hashad to takeemergency safety
action, erecting scaffoldingandsecuring
partsof thebuilding toallow trains to
operateandpassengers andstaff to

walk safelybelowthe structure,which
includes the stationentrance, and faces
directly twoof the station’splatforms.
Local peoplehavebacked repairing

and retaining the structure,with69%
who responded toa recent surveyby
anAyrshirenewspaperon thebuilding’s
future, supporting full restorationof the
building,which, they say, is a vital part of
local railwayheritage.
SouthAyrshireCouncil has estimated

that £10millionwouldneed tobe spent
urgently, just tomake thebuilding safe,
millionsmorebeingnecessary to then
fit it out forotherpurposes suchas town
centreoffices.
Deputy council leader, CounBrian

McGinley,who is responsible forAyr
towncentre regeneration, said:“This is
a complex issue.Whateverwedoneeds
tobeapartnershiparrangement, and
must fit in toourplans for towncentre
redevelopment.”
MikeNewall, the council’s headof

neighbourhoodservices, said:“The
Ayr StationHotel is privatelyowned.

Historic Glasgow & SouthWestern hotel under threat
However, thecouncil is awareof the
issues andweareworking tokeep
in touchwith the relevantparties
involved.”
TheGSWRoperatedAyrStationHotel

as aprestigeestablishment, offering
guestsgolf, LandofBurns tours and
seasideholidays.Thehotel playeda
significant role in thedevelopmentof
Ayr as aholiday resort andwasoperated

by theGSWR’shotelsdepartment.
Itwasalso responsible for St Enoch
StationHotel inGlasgowandTurnberry
Hotel, servedby theMaidens&Dunure
LightRailway, on theAyrshire coast. St
EnochHotelwas closed in1968and
demolishedalongwithSt Enochstation,
andonlyTurnberry, nowownedbyUS
presidentDonaldTrump, remains as a
functioninghotel built by theGSWR.

NetworkRail
has installed
temporary
scaffolding
to safeguard
passengers,
staff and
trainsbelow
AyrStation
Hotel.HUGH
DOUGHERTY

Onashort visit to the
Mid-NorfolkRailway,
GWRsteamrailmotor
No. 93 standsat
WymondhamAbbey
onSeptember9.
MATT HULL
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No.60103 seenarrivingatCrowcombeHeathfieldwithaneveningdining service
onSeptember9. STEPHEN LEEK

Scotsman Somerset visit
a soaraway success
ByCedric JohnsandRobinJones

FLYINGScotsman’seagerly-anticipated
visit to theWest SomersetRailway
hasbeendescribedasoneof the
most successful events in theheritage
line’s history.
No less than10,700 ticketswere sold

for theBishopsLydeard-Minehead-
BishopsLydeard trains running twice
eachday fromTuesday through to the
followingTuesday, September5-12,
Fridayexcepted.
The4-6-2waseven rostered to

work‘Fish&ChipSpecials’. Booked
tohead three‘salt andvinegar trains’
fromBishopsLydeard toBlueAnchor
on theeveningsof Friday,Saturday
andSunday,September8,9and10,
Scotsman’smagneticappeal resulted ina
completesell-out.
DepartingYorkonThursday,August

24,Scotsman reachedDidcotRailway
CentreviaSouthallhavingtravelledalong
theEastCoastMainLinetoCamden
CentralRoadJunction,GospelOakand
ActonMain forSouthall.No.60103then
appearedat theGreatWesternSociety’s
AugustBankHolidayevent (seepages
76-77)alongwithA4No.60009Unionof
SouthAfrica, beforesettingoff forBishops
LydeardontheWednesday.Routed
viaSwindon,BristolandTaunton, the
enginearrivedatBishopsLydeardthree
minutesearly.

ByPaulAppleton

FOLLOWINGon fromtheearlier
announcement thatHoldenB124-6-0
No. 8572 is toheadline theSevernValley
Railway’sMarch16-18 spring steam
gala, the linehas taken theunusual step
ofhiring-in a locomotivewith industrial
pedigreeandone that, by then,will be
144yearsold.
HaydockFoundry-built0-6-0WT

Bellerophon,whichdates from1874,
is tomake itsSVRgaladebutandwill
becomeoneof theoldestoperational
locomotives tovisit the line.
OwnedbytheVintageCarriagesTrust

at IngrowontheKeighley&WorthValley
Railway, the locomotivehasbeenbased
at theFoxfieldRailway inrecentyears.
ItwasdesignedbyJosiahEvans, the

sonofRichardEvans,whoownedthe
HaydockCollieryandEngineering
businesses inLancashire.Early
locomotivesusedbythecompanywere
bought fromoutsidecontractors,but
by1868theengineeringarmof the
businesswas inapositiontodesign
andbuild itsownlocomotives,and
Bellerophon is thesolesurvivorof those it
produced in-house.
The locomotive’s limitedpulling

powerandwatercapacitymean ithas
toberestrictedtoshortpassenger turns
between intermediatestations,and
ondemonstrationgoodstrains,but it
isboundtoprovean interestingand
popularadditiontothegala line-up,
whichwill includetwofurthervisiting
locomotives tobeannounced later.
Theeventwill alsoseethe firstgala

appearanceofnewly-overhauledBR
Standard4MT4-6-0No.75069,whichwill
be finished in linedBRblackwithanearly
‘cycling lion’emblemonthetendersides.
When it lastoperated in1994, it carried

BR linedgreen liveryandthe laterBR
logo.Thedouble-chimneyengine is
alsocoupledtooneof the largerBR1B
tenders,a legacy fromitsdaysoperating
ontheSouthernRegion,wherea lack
ofwater troughsnecessitateda larger
capacityof4250gallons.

Veteran well tank
Bellerophon joins
SVR gala line-up

ScotsmanarrivedonWednesday,
August30and,havingbeendeclared
‘gauged’,wasgivenatest runoverWest
Somersetmetals tosatisfy thecivil
engineer's loadingcriteria.
Aprivate firmofsecuritywasbooked

forcrowdcontrolateachstation.
However, thevisitwasdoggedby

wetweather,and inone instance, the
A3wasreportedashavingstalledon
Crowcombebankbecauseofslippery

rails.Accordingly, therailwaydrafted in
GWR4-6-0No.6960RaveninghamHall to
actasbanker.
GeneralmanagerPaulConibearesaid:

“FlyingScotsman’svisitwasoneof the
mostsuccessfuleventseverheldon
the line.Wehaveneverhadpassenger
figures like this–withmorethan10,000
insevendays.”
Aftercompleting its loan

commitments,No.60103departedfrom

THEGreatCentral Railwayplchas
appointedMichaelGoughasadirector
and interimgeneralmanager.
Michael,59,hasawealthofexperience

atboard level,havingbeenagroup
commercialandmanagingdirectorat
severalengineering-basedcompanies.
Hewill report tothe line’schief

executiveofficerRichardPatching.
AGCRstatementsaid:“Withhis

background,hewillbeable totake
forwardanumberofmajorprojectsat
therailwayandassist inachievingthe
commercialexcellencethatweneedto
securea long-termprofitable future for
therailway.”

New top man on
board at GCR
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FlyingScotsmanapproachesBlueAnchoronSeptember12.DON BISHOP

A3No. 60103atMineheadonSeptember11,withSomerset&Dorset 7F2-8-0
No. 53808andGWR4-6-0No. 7828OdneyManor in the shedyard. TIM EDMONDS

Workproceedingon the firebox
backhead forNo. 6880atTyseleyon
September8. Theoldonehasbeencut
awaywithanewonealready formed
to replace it.CHRISMOORE

Class 35HymekD7017, visiting fromtheWest SomersetRailway, headspast
Swithland sidings signalboxduring theGreatCentral Railway’s September
9-10diesel gala. ED JONES

Left: LNERA3PacificNo. 60103
FlyingScotsmanpassesKentsford
FarmCrossingnearWatcheton
September6. LEE ROBBINS

THE6880BettonGrangeSociety’s‘Adopt
aGrange’fundraising initiativehasseen
63of the80Collett4-6-0s‘adopted’at
£1000atime, leaving just17 left toadopt.
Oncetheyhavebeen‘claimed’, the

moneyraisedwouldseetheoverhaulof
theboiler forNo.6880completed.
Thefundtooverhaul theboilerof

the‘Barry10’Hawksworth‘Modified-
Hall’No.7927WillingtonHall–which
usedthesameSwindonNo.1boiler
as theGranges–was launched in
HeritageRailway inspring2015,with
thismagazinebecomingthe first225
BoilerClubmember,aschemedesigned
toraise£225,000topay for thework.
Coincidentally,225lbs is theworking
pressureof theGranges–a£1000per lb
ofboilerpressure!
Withworkontheboilernotdue

tostartuntil thehalfwaypointof the
fundingtargetwasmet, themilestone
wasachieved lastNovemberand
theboiler immediatelymovedto
TyseleyLocomotiveWorks forworkto
getunderway.
So far,muchprogresshasbeenmade

ontheboiler,which is ingenerally sound
condition,havingseen littleuse inBR
days,althoughsomewastage inthe front
sectionof theboilerbarreldoesneedto
bereplaced.The fireboxbackplatehas
beenremovedand is inbettercondition
thananticipatedandanewbackhead

The remainingGranges left tobe
adoptedare:
6804BrockingtonGrange
6811CranbourneGrange
6819HighnamGrange
6823OakleyGrange
6824AshleyGrange
6832BrocktonGrange
6837ForthamptonGrange
6838GoodmoorGrange
6840HazeleyGrange
6842NunholdGrange
6844PenhyddGrange
6845PavilandGrange
6846RuckleyGrange
6850CleeveGrange
6852HeadbourneGrange
6864DymockGrange
6865HoptonGrange

Only 17 GWR
Granges to go!

platehasalreadybeenmanufactured,
alongwithanewfront tubeplate.
Thetarget is tocomplete theboiler

restorationbynextspringanddeliver
thecompletedunit to the locomotive’s
LlangollenbasebyApril/May,provided
the fundingshortfall canberaised inthat
time,otherwiseworkwill stall.
Anyonewhowishes tobringtheday

closerwhenaGWRGrangewill steam
again–targetdate2018–byadopting
‘Granges’canpaytheir£1000 inone
go,or spreadthecostoveraperiodof
time.Alldonors receivea framedpicture
of theiradoptedGrange,aspecial
certificateofappreciation, inclusion
onthe6880rollofhonour,amounted
JonathanClayprintofNo.6880Betton
Grange, theirnameincludedona
plaquefittedtoNo.6880, invitationtoa
specialdaywith6880 insteam,priority
bookingopportunities for travelonthe
locomotive’s firstmain linetrain,and
regularprogress reportsbyemail.
Donorsarealsoautomaticallyenrolled

asmembersof the225BoilerClub.
➜ If you are interested in joining this
scheme,write to appeal co-ordinator
LynnMoore either by post to: 6880
Boiler Appeal, 224 Staining Road,
Blackpool, Lancashire FY3 0DL, or by
email to lynn.moore52@live.co.uk
You can also ring for an application
form, Tel: 01253 884218/07593
245103 or visit www.6880.co.uk

theWSR,doubleheadingwithNo.46100
RoyalScot fromBishopsLydeardon
September13.
Twodays later,FlyingScotsmanheaded

SteamDreams’ ‘Moors&DalesExpress’,
whichdepartedLondonVictoria for

York, travellingvia theHarringworth
Viaduct fora four-day‘holiday’trip
duringwhichpassengershadthechoice
ofspendingthreedaysexploringthe
DalesorcontinuingontotheNorth
YorkshireMoorsRailwayandthreenights
inWhitby.
Thereturn journey fromScarborough

toKing’sCrosswasbookedforhaulage
byDuchessofSutherland.
After that,No.60103travelledto

Shildonandbecamethestarattraction
at theLocomotionmuseum’sSeptember
16-17autumnsteamgala,withBR
Standard2MT2-6-0No.78018 from
theGreatCentralRailwaytheother
guest, andFurnessRailway0-4-0No.20
givingrides.
Attentionnowswitches toEastAnglia

when,onOctober18, theA3works
a‘CathedralsExpress’fromYork to
Peterborough followedbyanEly to
Norwich trip in theevening.
OnOctober21, theA3works the‘East

AnglianMorningFlyer’before running
toLondon fromNorwich.
➜TheSevernValleyRailway’sGWR
0-6-0PTNo. 7714 is a late addition to
theWest SomersetRailway’sOctober
5-8autumnsteamgala, joiningother
guestsBRStandard5MTNo. 73082
Camelot, BulleidWestCountry light
PacificNo. 34046Braunton (which
mayappear asNo. 34052 Lord
Dowding) andWRManor4-6-0s
Nos. 7820DinmoreManorand7822
FoxcoteManor.
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THEfirst of amixedfleetof five
SealionandSeacowballast
hoppershasnowentered
serviceon theNorthYorkshire
MoorsRailway.
FormerlyBR’sDB982667, it

has receivedextensiveattention
to its steel bodywork,which
featuredmanydoors thatwere
distortedand jammed.
Thesehaveall been freedoff,

removedand repairedbefore
refitting, and thecompleted
wagonpainted inengineers’
olive livery.
Itmade itsdebuton

September7, droppingballast
ready for a tampingoperation.

Hopperwagon
debuts at
NorthYorks

Class20No. 20205and4TCset atRickmansworthwith the3.27pmAmershamto
RuislipduringLondonUnderground’s Steamon theMeteventonSeptember9.
JAMIE SQUIBBS

Metropolitan0-4-4TNo. 1,WR0-6-0PTNo. 9466andClass 20No. 20142with the12.22Harrow-on-the-Hill toAmershamat
ChorleywoodonSeptember9. JAMIE SQUIBBS

TheLondon
Underground
teamwhich
made the
summer
steamtrips
toAmersham
possible are
pictured in
Ruislipdepot.
ANDY BARR

THEdrivingwheels fromQ60-8-0
No.63395havebeenreturnedto
Grosmont fromtheSouthDevon
Railway,wheretheyhavebeen
re-tyred,andarebeingprepared
for refitting.
Meanwhile, the locomotive’s

tubeplateshavebeenrethreaded
inpreparationfor the fittingof
newsuperheater flues,which
will complete theworkneeded
toextendthe locomotive’sboiler
ticket to2024.
It ishopedtohaveNo.63395

back insteamintimetohaul the
annualNorthEasternLocomotive
PreservationGroupmembers’
specialonOctober28.
InScotland,NELPG’sK1

2-6-0No.62005has runmore
than5000milesonWestCoast
Railways’ ‘Jacobite’servicesover
theWestHighlandextension from
FortWilliamtoMallaig.
On its returnsouthNo.63395

will require itsboiler tobe lifted in
order tocarryout repairs tosome
fireboxstays,andtheopportunity
maybetakentocarryoutsome
otherworkwhile theboiler isout
of the frames.
NELPG’s J720-6-0TNo.69023

Joemhasbeenbookedtopay
ashortworkingvisit to the
Keighley&WorthValleyRailway’s
high-profile50thanniversary
celebrations,whichwill runfrom
June18toJuly2,2018.
TheKWVRis the linewhere

No.69023began its life in
preservation,havingbeen
bought fromBritishRailwaysby
RonaldAinsworth.

NELPGQ6
wheels return
toGrosmont

Underground summer
steam trips sell out
ByRobin Jones

THIS year’s steamtrips onLondon
Undergroundmetalswere a total sell
out –with awaiting list drawnup to fill
seats for‘no shows’.
Thehugely successful summer

steam tripswereorganisedby London
TransportMuseumandLondon
Undergroundand saw four trips aday
run toAmersham.
The first trip of eachdayover the

weekendof September 9-10 sawa
triple-headed service run fromHarrow-
on-the-Hill toAmershamandback.
LeadingwereMetropolitanRailway

E class 0-4-4TNo. 1, backedbyDennis
Howell’sWR0-6-0PTNo. 9466.
Behind themwas LondonTransport-

liveriedClass 20No. 20142, acting as
extrapowerwhereneeded, andmore
importantly as‘translater’for the
air-braked4TC set of coaches,
Blue-liveriedClass 20No. 20205

wason thebackof the train, giving
assistance if required.The second
and third trips of theday ran from

Amersham toHarrowandback.
The fourth and last trip ran from

Amersham, reversed atHarrowwithout
stopping for passengers to alight,
and then randown thebranch to
Ruislip, rarely usedon recent heritage
steam trips.
The4TC setwasbroughtback from

theSwanageRailwaywhere it had
beenon loan for the first series of public
services intoWareham,operatedby
West Coast Railways.

Themuseum’s restoredMetropolitan
Railway Jubilee coachof 1892 –
No. 353 – star of past Steamon theMet
events, was not available to add to the
set, as it is on loan to the Kent & East
Sussex Railway.
It is also restricted to 25mph,whereas

the steam trains on theAmersham
route have to keep to 45mph to
avoid causingdelays to Chiltern
Railways services.
At Amersham station, therewas a

pop-upmuseumshop and tea room–
Mrs JonesTea.
On Sunday, therewere free heritage

bus trips fromAmershamstation to
AmershamOldTown,where the town’s
annual heritage daywas takingplace,
with live bands andperformances,
market stalls, and a children’s area and
fairground.
Themuseum’s headof heritage

operations Andy Barr said:“The event
was terrific. Every seatwas sold,
andwehad awaiting list of people
wanting to fill up the seats for those
whohadbookedbut did not showup
on theday.”
Next year, it is planned to runpublic

steam trips fromEaling Broadway to
High Street Kensingtonon theDistrict
andCircle lines. However, nodates
have yet been announced.
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Darlington looks to
railway heritage to
boost economy
DARLINGTON’S economycouldbe
boostedby£26million each year if it
makes themost of its landmark railway
history, according to anewstrategyby
theboroughcouncil.
The‘DarlingtonExperience’strategy,

aims tomake the townmore attractive
to visitors in thenine years before
celebrations tomark thebicentenary
of the Stockton&DarlingtonRailway,
the first in theworld touse steam
traction, in2025.
Part of the strategy includes the

regenerationof theNorthRoad
area–homeof theHeadof Steam
museum-asaheritagequarter,with
anewvisitor experienceoutlining the
storyof theworld’s first steam-hauled
passenger railway.
It is alsohoped that anycelebrations

whichwill attract international visitors
will reinforce thebidby theTeesValley
CombinedAuthority forCapital of
Culture status in2025.
TeesValleyMayorBenHouchen said

hehoped that full advantagewas taken
of thearea’s unique railwayheritage.
Theboroughcouncil, alongwith

StocktonBoroughandDurhamCounty
councils and theTVCAhave submitteda
joint application toHistoric England for
a railway-themedheritageaction zone
whichcouldunlock fundingandgrants
for regenerationprojects along the
original Stockton&Darlington trackbed.
Abid for Lottery fundingmaybemade.
Also, a Rail Heritage2025Steering

Group, involving theTVCA,Historic
England,Darlington-based Tornado
builderTheA1SteamLocomotive
Trust, NorthernRail, Arriva and the
local councils hasbeenestablished
to implement someof the
proposedprojects.
JohnAnderson,DarlingtonCouncil’s

assistant director for economic
initiatives, said:“The combined
authority has recognised that
Darlington’s railwayheritage is oneof
the few things in theTeesValley that has
global appeal.”
Apublic consultation exercise found

that 85%ofpeoplebelieved that
railwayheritagewoulddrawmore
visitors, and75% felt itwasnotbeing
sufficiently promoted.

LORDMontaguofBeaulieuwas
scheduledtocarryout theofficial
openingof theMidHantsRailway’s
Victorian-eragoodsstoremuseum
atMedstead&FourMarks, following
atwo-year restoration.
Asweclosedforpress, theofficial

openingwasset to takeplaceat
11.30amonSunday,September
17,duringthe line’sOpen
weekendevent.
Thestore,whichwasbuiltaround

1880,hasbeentotally renovated
after theMidHantsRailway
PreservationSociety received
grant fundingfromtheHeritage
LotteryFund.
Thegoodsstorewasoriginally

usedasatraders’store for
thecollectionanddeliveryof
goodstoandfromlocal traders,
SimilarbuildingsatRopleyand
Alresfordstations thathavesince
beendemolished.
It will openwith an exhibition

calledDelivering theGoods and

will feature displaysdescribing
theroleofastationgoodsclerk
indespatchingandreceiving
goods, theroleofagoodsguard
ongoodstrainsandthehistoryof
someof thewagons inthesociety’s
demonstrationgoodstrain.
Thesociety’sbuildingdepartment

has replacedthe floor, refurbished
thewoodensleepers that form
thewalls, linedout the interior
andrepainted it inSouthern
Railwaycolours.
MHRmanagingdirectorColin

Chamberssaid:“We’redelightedto
haverefurbishedthis importantpart
of therailway’sheritage,andtobe
openingupevenmorehistory for
ouryoungervisitorswhowon’tbe
awareof therole itplayed inthepast.
Theexhibitionwillgivepassengers
a real insight into theusesofgoods
stores,andas further fundsare
available touswewillbeable to
produceevenmore interactive
displays forvisitorsofall ages.”
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Artist impressionsof the remodelledRawtenstall station, forwhichplanningpermissionhasnowbeenapplied. ELR

Could twoGreatWestern routes reopen topassenger trains?
FEASIBILITYstudies forplans to
restorepassengerservicesontwo
GWRroutesareset tobecarriedout.
Astudy intoreopeningtheGWR

AberystwythtoCarmarthen line
railwaywillbegin imminentlyafter
theprojectwasawarded£300,000of
WelshGovernmentmoneyfollowing
asuccessful campaignbyTraws
LinkCymru.
Engineeringconsultancy firmMott

Macdonald,whichreviewedthe
potential for reopeningthenorthern
sectionof theWaverleyRouteas the
BordersRailway,hasbeenpicked
byTransport forWales toundertake
thestudy.
Ascopingstudywaspublished in

December2015andconcludedmore
than97%of the former trackbedwas
freeofdevelopmentandtherewere
nomajorobstacles in reinstatingthe
line,which lost itspassengerservice
morethanhalfacenturyago.
Twosectionsof therouteare

occupiedbyheritage lines, the
recentlyextendedGwiliRailwayand
theshort section intoAberystwyth
station,whichsinceclosurehasbeen
usedbytheValeofRheidolRailway.

Finally going ahead
TrawsLinkCymruchairmanAdrian
Kendonsaid:“Weareabsolutely
delighted that the full feasibility
study is finallygoingahead.Youonly
have to lookat the successof the
BordersRailway inScotland to see
that reinstated linesbreathenew
life intoareas, bringing investment
and tourism,whichboosts the
local economy.”
Thecostof reinstatingthewhole

routehasbeenestimatedatbetween
£500millionand£750million.
Theequivalent journeytakes

around90minutesbycar,but if you
wantedtotravelbytrain,viaCardiff
andShrewsbury, itwouldtake
sixhours.

A feasibility study intowhether
aplantoreopenthemothballed
survivingsectionof theTeignValley
linebetweenNewtonAbbot to
Heathfield topassengerswillbe
carriedoutbyNewtonAbbot to
HeathfieldRailwayRevivalGroup.
The linewas lastusedbypassengers

in1959andbecamethesubjectof the
first railwaypreservationschemein
SouthDevon in1960.
TheSouthDevonRailwaySociety

– formedbytheRectorofTeigngrace
CanonOMJonesandTorquay
enthusiastEGParrott– launcheda
campaignfor thereintroductionof
trains toMoretonhampstead,and
onJune6,1960thePaigntonto
Moretonhampsteadspecial‘TheHeart
ofDevonRambler’was run.
Thesociety leasedTeigngraceHalt

as itsheadquarters,but itwasnot
allowedtoacquire the line,aspartof it
wasstill neededfor freight traffic.
InDecember2011, thesectionof

the linetoHeathfield fromNewton
Abbotwasreopenedfor timber
traffic fromHeathfield toChirkby
ColasRail, andasidingwasopenedat
Teigngracetoallowthetimber tobe
loadedontowagons.

Consideredmothballed
Thereare still veryoccasional freight
trains, but the line is consideredby
NetworkRail asbeingmothballed.
GroupchairmanMichaelCooke

said:“Wewant tosavethe line,which
is still ingoodcondition,andhave
it reopenedandconnectedfrom
Heathfield toNewtonAbbot.
“It couldbenotonlyusedtoserve

workers inHeathfieldandNewton
Abbot,butwouldbe ideal for the
tourist industry,aswithDartmoor
nearby,aswell as thecampsite
atStover, itwouldbeperfect to
taketourists.”
Thegrouphopestobuyor leasethe

line fromNetworkRail.

ByRobin Jones

THE East Lancashire Railway (ELR) has
unveiled its blueprint for the £600,000
redevelopmentof its northern terminus
of Rawtenstall station.
Anapplication for planning

permission for the scheme,which
will alsoprovide community facilities,
hasbeen submitted toRossendale
BoroughCouncil.
Theplans include the erectionof

an L-shapedcanopy spanning the
entire length andwidthof the station
buildings, and the constructionof a
37-metre fully accessible building,
accommodating a cafe, kitchen,
activity/community room, tourist
information centre, and toilet andbaby

changing facilities. Under the scheme,
being ledbyBury-basedEquilibrium
Architects, therewill alsobe alterations
to the stationbuilding, including the
expansionof Buffer Stopsbar and the
relocationof the current toilet facilities.
Anewstation forecourtwill be

createdby remodellingof outside
space, including landscaping, and the
provisionof sheltered cycle stands and
picnic areas.
ELR chairmanMikeKelly said:“This

is a very exciting time for ushere at
the ELRwith record levels of growth
in visitors andhosting awide rangeof
diverse events.
“Working inpartnershipwith

Rossendale BoroughCouncil and
LancashireCountyCouncil, the

redevelopmentof Rawtenstall station
is oneof our toppriorities for the
future,whichwill see adoublingof
thenumberof jobs and thousandsof
additional visitors using the facilities at
the station andhopefully travellingon
the railway.
“Wehave spent the last fewmonths

workingwith the teamat Equilibrium
Architects to comeupwith adesign
that is both in keepingwith the station’s
traditional appearance, yet boasting
modern, high-quality facilities.
“The ELRhasbeenat theheart of

Rawtenstall for thepast 170 years
and it is hoped thatwith thenew
developmentwewill becomeaneven
greater part of the townandakey
destination, for not only our passengers,

but for our local community, too.”
EquilbriumArchitects director Richard

Shuttleworth said:“Weare verypleased
andproud tobeworkingwith the
ELRon suchanexcitingbut locally
important project.Wehave appreciated
from theELRbrief the importanceof
preserving theheritage look and feel of
the station.
“With theseproposals Rawtenstall

will have, formany years to come, apart
of its proud railwayheritagepreserved
for futuregenerations to appreciate
andenjoy.”
If planningpermission is successful,

further details on theproposed
development, including timescales,will
bemadeavailable anda fundraising
campaignwill be launched.

East Lancs announces £600K
Rawtenstall redevelopment
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VisitingBulleidWestCountry lightPacificNo. 34092CityofWells crosses thenew
Norden level crossing, akey component in theaward-winningProjectWareham
scheme,onApril 1.ANDREWPMWRIGHT

Wareham project wins
civil engineering award

Volunteers
carrying
out the
Furzebrook
embankment
upgrade in
2015. The
three-mile
extension’s
restoration
andupgrade
work
between
Motalaand
nearWorgret
Junctionwas
completed
inApril 2016,
with train
speeds raised
to25mph.
ANDREWPM
WRIGHT

THESwindon&CrickladeRailway
is inmourning following thedeath
ofGarfield, theHayesKnoll ginger
stationcat.
Garfieldhadbeenabandonedbyhis

mother soonafterbirthandwas found
inside theHayesKnoll engine shedbya
groupof volunteers.
Garfield soongrewandmoreoften

thannot appearedon theplatform
whena trainwasdueand loveall the
attention thatwasgiven tohimby the
passengers andstaff alike.
However, becausehe lived in the

engine shed itwas impossible togetpet
insuranceas it didnothaveapostcode.
Garfieldwas theonlymemberof the

railway tobe salaried staff andevenhad
hisownbankaccount to coverhis food

andvetsbills.“Beingbroughtuparound
the trainsGarfield knewno fear and
would regularlybe seenclimbing inand
outof the trains, inspecting thework
thatwas takingplace,”saida railway
spokesman.
However,more recently, it became

apparent thatGarfieldwasn’t feeling
well.Therewasa lumpdevelopingon
hisheadandhewas taken to thevets
for tests.
TheFriendsof theSwindon&

CrickladeRailwayFacebookpage
decided to raise theprofileofGarfield
in thehopeof raisingmoney to try to
cover theupcomingvetsbills.
It raisedmore than£1000 indonations

towards thebills.
Garfieldhadnumerousvisits to

thevetshoping to findoutwhatwas
causinghisdiscomfort, butduring the
most recentprocedureundergeneral
anaestheticGarfielddied.
Thereareplans forGarfield to receive

aprivate cremation through thevets
andhis asheswill thenbe scattered
along the linesidebyoneof the railway’s
steam locomotives afterbeingplaced
inside the firebox.
The spokesmanadded:“Weare

eternallygrateful for thegenerosityof
peoplewhodonated toour fund in the
hopeofus findingacure forGarfield.
Asmembersof the railwayandhaving
memberswho raisedGarfield froman
abandonedkittenwehaveall beenhit
hardbyhispassing.
“Garfieldwill begreatlymissedat the

Hayes Knoll mourns Garfield the station cat

railwaybyyoungandoldalike”.
Earlier this year, Alfie thepopular

Rushdenginger stationcat,whohad
aglobal internet following forhis
Facebookpage,died.

Garfield carryingout track inspection
at theSwindon&CrickladeRailway.
SCR

SWANAGERailwayvolunteers are
celebratingafterwinningamajor civil
engineeringaward for the restoration
andupgradeof a three-mile section
of railwayenablinga trial passenger
train service to run fromSwanage to
Warehamfor the first time in45years.
ThePurbeck linehaswon theannual

InstitutionofCivil Engineers’SouthWest
EngineeringAward2017 in theprojects
costing less than£1million category.
The£950,000work ispart of the

SwanageRailway’s ProjectWareham
and tookplaceover twoyearsbetween
Nordenstationandhalf amile shortof
Worgret Junction, on themainLondon
toWeymouth linewestofWareham,
from2014.
The transformation sawthreemiles

of littleused formerNetworkRail
line restored toapassenger-carrying
standard, overgrownembankments
anddrains cleared, aquarter-mile long
embankmentupgraded,whilehalf a
mileofnewtrackwasalso laid.

Theproject also involved the
installationof a state-of-the-art level
crossing, aimedatprotectingPerenco’s
WytchFarmoilfield access roadnear
Norden station, and thecreationof
anearby road-rail interchange for
locomotives andcarriages.

Quarter-mile long embankment
The interchangeconstruction involved
theexcavationof2500cubicmetres
of earth thatwasrecycledandusedto
extendaquarter-mile longembankment
nearFurzebrook.Adiesel-hauled,
two-year trial trainservice toWareham
was launchedonJune13,operatedby
WestCoastRailways.,
The£950,000required for theProject

Warehamcivil engineeringwork
cameviaa£450,000grant fromthe
Government’sCoastalCommunities
Fundanda£500,000‘legacy’donation
fromformerWytchFarmoilfield
operatorBP.
PurbeckDistrictCouncil andDorset

CountyCouncil jointlyagreedto
commit£3.2million for resignalling
improvementsandotherworkbetween
Warehamstation,Worgret Junctionand
theheritage line’s signallingsystemat
CorfeCastle, theworktakingplaceduring
2013aspartofNetworkRail’sPoole to
Wool resignallingscheme.
SwanageRailwayTrustchairmanGavin

Johnssaid:“I amdelightedbythisaward
andfeelveryproudof theexcellent team
effort thathasseenourproject team,
ledbyFrankRoberts,ourcivil engineers
GBCard&Partners,SwanageRailway
departmental staff, consultantsand
ourcontractors,AndrewsofWareham

andSchweizerofSwitzerland,working
togethersoeffectively.
“Thisprestigiousawardrecognises

theirhardworkanddedication– it’s a
real feather in their capsbecause the
InstitutionofCivil EngineersAwards
is thebenchmark for recognising
excellence in civil engineering in the
UnitedKingdom,”headded.

Largest engineering hurdle
SwanageRailwayCompanychairman
TrevorParsons said:“TheSwanage
Railway’s largest singleengineering
hurdle since sevenmilesof trackwas
demolishedbyBritishRail in1972was
overcome through theeffort ofmany
people– specialising inawidevarietyof
fields–whovolunteered their support.”
District andCountyCllr BillTrite,

chairmanof thePurbeckCommunity
Rail Partnership andchairmanof the
SwanageRailwayTrust from1991 to
2008, said:“The recent start of the trial
passenger servicewouldnothavebeen
possiblewithout thevolunteers’hard
work, commitmentanddetermination,
stretchingback to1972. For that,weare
all extremelygrateful.”
DrGeoffreyCard,managingdirector

ofGBCardandPartners –which
supervisedProjectWareham’s civil
engineeringdesignandconstruction
work– said:“The ICEaward shows
that theSwanageRailwaycan leadby
exampleanddemonstrateswhat can
beachievedusing largely volunteers to
createa significant infrastructureproject
thathas a lasting, positive impacton the
community.”
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Thenewendof the line:Volunteers celebrate the completionof theheadshuntat
thenewCorwenCentral station.GEORGE JONES

Anartist’s impressionof thenewSeatonTramway terminus. SEATON TRAMWAY

Volunteers defy weather to
build new Corwen station
ByRobinJones

MORE than£300,000hasnowbeen
raised for theLlangollenRailway’s
eagerly awaitedextension intoCorwen
towncentre.
Promotionof shares in Llangollen

Railwayplc to support theBigPush
forCorwenhasnowseen the total
allocationpass the£92,000mark,with
newshareholdersmakingapplications
by theday.
However, thereare still £277,000of

shares still available forpurchase.
The80%funding fromtheWelsh

Government Eurogrant aidhas finally
begun to flowwhen the first claim for
£23,000was settled.This cashflownow
allows for thepurchaseofmaterials
and resources tobegin thebuildingof
platform1.Adate for theexcavation
of the footingshas yet tobedecided
and theautumnalweathermaybea
factor in this.
Augustwasamostlywetmonthand

impactedadverselywithaspectsof the
Corwenproject involvinggroundwork,
slowingprogress.
Work resumedonbuilding the

retainingwall for theheadshunton
theendof theembankmentatGreen
Lane.Thewetweatherdelayed the
compactingof the infill and the laying
ofballast for the trackextensiononly
tookplaceat theendofAugustwith
the re-sitedstopblockplaced insituon
September2.
Layingof sleepers for theheadshunt

proceededwith the rails to finishoff the
westernendof the track formation.The
60ftpanel andabit fromthepoints for
the looparenowconnectedupto the
buffer stop.The first rail vehicle to reach

theendof the linewas, asalways, the
Musclemantrackalignmentmachine
doingan initial lift tocorrect thecurve.
Thisworkends theeffort at the

westernendof thesiteandattention
nowturns to theeasternendwith infill
and levellingof thearea to formthebasis
of thepointwork for the loopandsiding.
Theanticipatedpouringof concrete

for thesignalboxbasewasalsodelayed
by theweatherbut finallyhappened
onAugust24.Thesignalboxbasehas
nowhaddampproofingapplied,but
the ’boxwill notbeoperational in time
for theopeningof thestation for traffic
and, initially, the loopwill beoperated
byground frames, aswas thesituationat
Carrogwhen it firstopened.
Renovationof the formerWestonRhyn

signalbox tobemountedonthebase is
subject toa lotterygrantapplication.
In themeantime,volunteershave

been laying theedging flagsonthe
platform2wallusingmaterial recovered
fromvarious former stationsites toadd
theheritageelement to thenew-build
construction. Theywerehalfwayalong
the510ftwall asweclosed forpress.
Acontracthasbeen let for thecasting

of thesteps in thesubwayentrance.
Workhas startedwithvolunteers taking
onthechallengeofgrading infill to
createaslopeprofile toaccommodate
theshuttering for theconcrete steps,
withcontractorsexpected tostartwork
on it inmid-September.
Innovative ideas for thehandling

ofpassengers inwheelchairs via the
subwayarebeingdiscussedasan
alternative to theoriginalplan for
disabled rampaccessoff theplatform
end.Anemergencyexitwill still need to
beprovidedasalternative safe toaccess
GreenLane.

Building of thewall for platform1
will create the islandplatformarea for
infilling,whichwill be amajor task, to
be followedby flaggingof the surface,
with provision of pipework for services
anddrainage.
Railway spokesmanGeorge Jones

said:“This revision comes at additional
cost of course andwe are looking to
see if any grant aid is available towards
providingwhat is an expensive option.
While there appears to be a lot of
advice onhow toprovidewhat the
legislation requires, the question of
help topay for it is not so obvious
and the experience of otherswith
similar newbuild circumstanceswould
bewelcome.”
A former corrugated lamphut,

recovered fromDeesideHalt, is being
renovated andmodified to serve as
the cover for the borehole pumping
installation,whichwill supplywater for
locomotives.
With the onset of autumnand

anotherwinter, there is stillmuch todo
before rails canbe connectedwith the
rail head atDwyrain Corwen East, and
success in 2018 remains dependent
upon resources, financial,material
andmanpower.
➜DonationswithGift Aid canbe
given to the Llangollen RailwayTrust,
shares bought in Llangollen Railway
plc through theBig Pushpromotional
brochure are available on 01978
860979,www.llangollen-railway
co.uk or email info@llangollenrailway.
co.uk and, in smaller amounts, to the
fundraising pots ofTenner for aTonne
(for platform infill) or theWaterTower
Appeal c/o Paul Bailey, Dolwen, Bryn
Eglwys, Corwen LL21 9LY.

SeatonTramwaygetsnewterminus
WORKonbuildinganew£2million
towncentre terminus for theSeaton
TramwaybeganonSeptember18.
Thenewstationwill providea

modern, all-year round facility for
visitors, offeringa small cafe andgift
shop.Withamodern, inspiringand
engagingexperience, visitorswill be
able to immerse themselves in the
fascination surrounding thehistory
andoperationsof the tramway.
The terminuswill replace the

Edwardian-style ticketoffice
built in 1996, andwill seeanew
contemporarydesign focusingon
theheritageof the tramway.
While construction takes

place, daily tramserviceswill
continue to run to timetable, from
RiversideDepot.

Analternative shuttle service
will beprovidedbetween theold
Seaton terminusandRiversideDepot
betweenSeptember18andOctober
29and from late-December to the
grandopeningof thenewstationon
March30next year.
The shuttles also include the

Halloween trameventsoperating
onselecteddaysbetweenOctober
23-31.
For thepast 47years, the tramway

hasbeen running fromthemain car
park inSeaton for threemiles inland
throughColyford toColyton,muchof
it along theLSWRSeaton toSeaton
Junctionbranch.
Theoriginal LSWRSeaton station

wasdemolishedafter closure.
The tramwayhasarrangeda

seriesofbehind-the-scenes visits at
thedepot.
For a limited timeonly, this

exclusive tourwill provide insights
into thedailyworkingsof thedepot,
a closer lookat theplans for thenew
station, anddevelopmentof the

newHeritageLottery Fund-backed
project,Travels throughHeritageand
TheAxeValley.
ThePolar ExpressTramRide

Experiencewill be returning
onselecteddates throughout
December.
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IN BRIEF

Thepointwork inplace for the
headshuntnorthofBroadway station.
G/WR

Above: Sheringham’splatformswere
packed for thenamingofRiddles
WD2-10-0No. 90775.
LEIGH CALDWELL/NNR

Right: Theunveilingof thenew
nameplate forNo. 90775.
LEIGH CALDWELL/NNR

Where the honeypot attracts amoneypot...
ByRobinJones

TRAINS are set to return to the tourist
honeypotofBroadwayonMarch30
next year –after theGloucestershire
WarwickshireRailway’s £1.25million
share issue to fund itsnorthern
extensionwent£800,000over its target.
Broadwaynowfeatures in the2018

timetable,which is currentlybeing
prepared forpublication.
The town’s station saw its last

passenger trains inApril 1960,with the
buildingsbeingdemolished later.
The tracksof theextensionare

nowclose to the town. Stabilisation
of theembankment just southof
Broadway stationhasbeencompleted:
a techniquecalled‘soil nailing’has
beenusedwhichwill ensure the
embankmentwill remain solid for
generations to come.
The trackdoesnot yet cross the

embankment, but it has reached
Childswickham.Thepermanentway
ganghas switched its attention to
Broadway, andhasbeenconcentrating
on laying theheadshunts and

Military honours for North Norfolk WD
HUNDREDSofpeople turnedout to
seeNorthNorfolkRailway-basedWD
Austerity 2-10-0No. 90775named
TheRoyalNorfolkRegiment, inhonourof
a local army regiment.
Saturday, September9, saw

onlookers crowdeveryvantagepoint
at Sheringhamstation to see the
locomotivehaul a special train carrying
170 invitedguests toHolt, following the
namingceremony.
No. 90775wasnamed byBrigadier

JamesWoodham,with fullmilitary
honours available to theRoyalAnglians,
the successor regiment.
BrigadierWoodham, former

commandingofficerof theRoyal
Anglians, grewup inNorfolk
andattendedPastonSchool in
NorthWalsham.
Old soldiers fromthe regiment

attended, alongwith representatives
fromtheHellenicRailwayAssociation,
honouring the serviceofNo. 90775 in
Greeceduring theSecondWorldWar
and from1945-84.
ThePeterborough-basedBandof the

RoyalAnglianRegimentprovidedmusic
on theplatform.

‘Strong connection’
Neil Sharpe, chairmanof the
locomotive’s owner theMidland&
GreatNorthern JointRailwaySociety,
said:“Thenaminghonoursgenerations
of local soldierswhoserved in the
regimentover almost 400years and
socements auniquely strong local
connectionbetween the locomotive,
theNNRandour county.”
No. 90775was the thirdof the first

batchof 100 fromtheNorthBritish

associatedpointworknorthof the
newstation to the railway’s current
boundary.
Northofhere, the trackbed is

ownedbycyclingcharity Sustrans, but
discussionsareongoingabout the long-
term futureof the route to themain
lineatHoneybourne station.Here, the
disused trackbed is said tobe inavery
poor condition.
AlsoatBroadway,work isbeing

concentratedon the station roof.
The steelwork, following theoriginal
GWRdesign, is inplaceandpainted,

and thecorrugated iron roof (again
as theoriginal stationbuilding) is
being installed. Theoriginal station
buildingwashandsomely adorned
by fine chimneys, andwhile theseare
not strictlynecessary in themodern,
centrallyheatedworld, theyhavebeen
built – andwill beused!
The railway is enjoyinganother

bumper seasonandpassengernumbers
areaheadof last year, auguringwell for
another six-figure recordyear.
At times, particularlyduring special

events,manyof the railway’s services are
full andallowancehasbeenmade for
future services to compriseeightMk.1
carriages– currently the trains are seven
coaches long.
Thenumberofpassengersusing

thenewhalt atHaylesAbbey ismuch
higher thanwasexpected,manypeople
breaking their journey towalk to the
nearbyCistercianAbbey.
AtWinchcombe, thenewvisitor

centre– constructed to reflect the
architectureof the stationbuilding
whichcame fromMonmouthTroy– is
rapidly taking shape.

Locomotive company’sHydePark
Works, Springburn,Glasgow in
December1943.
It has just completedaneight-year

overhaul atWeybourne, havingbeen
takenoutof PoppyLine service in2009.
Following its repatriation fromGreece

in1984, and restoration toworking
order, initiallyon theMid-HantsRailway,
itwasgivenonenumberhigher than
the last BRengineof theclass, andhas
also carried thenameSturdee.

➜ THE Bodmin &Wenford
Railway is offering a steam crane
and a GW Siphon G van for sale.
The Taylor Hubbard 10-ton

six-wheel crane - No. DRT
80169, built in Leicester in
1947, and fully operational – is
surplus to requirements, as is
Syphon G No. 1498, which is not
serviceable.Would-be buyers are
invited to email railway chairman
Phil Hawke, at phil.hawke@
bodminrailway.co.uk
➜ THE Talyllyn Railway has taken
delivery of three defibrillators,
which will be installed atWharf,
Pendre and Dolgoch stations.
The railway has been working in
partnership with Achub Calon Y
Dyffryn, which aims to increase the
number of defibrillators available in
the NorthWales area, and has been
raising money to buy the lifesaving
equipment to be installed at various
stations along the line.
➜ POLICE are hunting vandals
who damaged a bridge at
Pudding Norton on the trackbed
of the East Dereham to Fakenham
line. It was bought by Norfolk
charity TheMelton Constable
Trust two years ago to safeguard
the route of a future extension
of theMid-Norfolk Railway. Two
safety rails were broken away
from their supports and there was
also damage to paintwork.
➜ THE world’s oldest operational
steam locomotive – Kitson
Thompson & Hewitson-built 2-2-2T
EIR 21 – made a heritage run from
Egmore to Kodambakkam stations in
Chennai on India’s Southern Railway
on September 10. Huge crowds
watched it haul a single coach on
only its sixth run since 2010.
➜ LMS ‘Black Five’No. 45212 has
returned to the North Yorkshire
Moors Railway (NYMR) on a
short-term visit expected to last
until early October. It is taking
the place of No. 5428, which is
unlikely to be finished in time for
the line’s September 29-October 1
autumn steam gala. No. 45212
spent its last 10-year ticket at
the NYMR, and has been used
this summer working ‘Jacobite’
services. It is now operated by Ian
Riley. Other gala guests include
panniers Nos. 1501 and 7714 from
the Severn Valley Railway and
GWR 2-6-2T No. 5199 from the
Llangollen Railway.
➜ THELondonModel Engineering
Exhibitionwill takeplaceatAlexandra
Palace fromJanuary19-21andwill
include5in-gauge steamrides in the
GreatHall.Theeventwill again feature
traditionalmodel engineeringand
tractionengines through tomore
moderngadgets, including trucks,
boats, aeroplanes, helicopters and
robots.More than50clubsandsocieties
will bepresent.
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Severn Valley faces temporary motive power shortage
ByPaulAppleton

ADECISIONnot to renew the long-
termhire agreement for BulleidWest
Country light PacificNo. 34053 Sir Keith
Parkhas contributed to a shortageof
motivepower on the SevernValley
Railway –whichwill nowhire in
additional locomotives.
Aswell as losingNo. 34053–

affectionately knownas‘Skip’on the
SVR– the linewill alsobid farewell to
the ErlestokeManor Fund’sGWR4-6-0
No. 7812 ErlestokeManor,whichwill
bewithdrawnat the endof the year

and sent toTyseley LocomotiveWorks
for a fast-trackoverhaul. It is hoped
the locomotivewill return to the SVR
in time for the 2020 season. As a result,
No. 7812will not be riskedon the
SVR’s busyprogrammeofChristmas
trains,which alongwith the scheduled
withdrawal of Churchward2-8-0
No. 2857during September,means
the railwaywill behiring in aClass 4+
locomotive tohelp cover its festive
programmeof trains. No. 2857 is to
receive valve andpiston attention,work
that should see the locomotive ready
for its centenarynext year.

AlthoughBRStandard4-6-0
No. 75069 is set to emerge from
theSVR’sworkshops in time for the
Christmasprogramme, itwill require
running in and load testingbefore it
canbe let looseon the line’s heaviest
andmost intensive services of the year
and, should it be ready in time, ismore
likely tobeusedon less-demanding
duties suchasdining trains andother
festive season specials,mirroring the
introductionof newlyoverhauledGWR
pannierNo. 7714 last year.
The SVR is also in talkswith various

owners aboutbringing another engine

to the railway for themain 2018 season
inorder to strengthen the fleet until the
next locomotivedueout of theworks is
ready for traffic, StaniermogulNo. 2968,
which should emerge towards theback
endof 2018, returning thehome-based
operational fleet to full strength.
Allowing for boilerwashouts and

routinemaintenance, the SVR requires
six Class 4 tender locomotives to
maintain its busy summer timetable
andwithout hiring-in, thiswouldbe
down to just five: Nos. 34027, 2857,
75069, plusNos. 7802BradleyManor
and Ivatt 4MT2-6-0No. 43106.

TheRibbleSteamRailway’s
autumnsteamgala sawthe
returnofHunslet 0-6-0No. 2890,
seendouble-headingwith
Bagnall 0-6-0STNo. 2680
CourageousonSeptember9.
No. 2890wasbuilt in1943as
aWarDepartmentAusterity
0-6-0STand later sawserviceon
theLongmoorMilitaryRailway
and theNational CoalBoard’s
Maestegwashery. Itwasbought
privately forpreservation in
1976andwas later converted to
a tender locomotiveminus its
saddle tanks, foruseasNo. 10
Douglas in Thomas theTank
Engineevents. EMMA SEDDON

Sentinel 0-4-0DHNo.10222Peter JGriffithsgivesbrakevan ridesalong the
restored sectionof theLlanelli &MynyddMawrRailwayonSeptember3. It is
currentlyusedas the site’s yardpilot. LMMR

‘Oldest’ line holds first open day
ByRobinJones

ONEofBritain’s smallest standardgauge
heritage lines–whichkeepsalive the
heritageofwhat is thought tobethe
world’soldestpublic railway–hasheld its
firstopenday.
Despitepoorweather, theLlanelli&

MynyddMawrRailwayattracted250
visitors to theSunday,September3
eventat thesiteof the formerCynheidre
CollierynearLlanelli.
Theeventwas formallyopenedby

shadowsecretaryof state fordefence
andLlaneliMPNiaGriffith,whorodeon
the firstpassenger train totraverse the
restoredrailway.
Theday featuredtrain ridesusingthe

railway’sbrakevanandSentinel0-4-0DH
shunterNo.10222PeterJGriffiths.An
exhibitionwasmountedwithin the
site’snewheritagecentre,withmanyof
theoriginalartefacts fromthecolliery
displayed,describingthehistoryof
therouteof therailway,whichdates
backto1802.
Thedayalso featuredstaticdisplays

ofother itemsof rollingstockthat
arecurrentlyundergoingrestoration
at thesite.
The first sectionof theoriginal4ft

gaugeLlanelly&MynyddMawr line,
thenknownastheCarmarthenshire
Railway,wasopened inMay1803,and

ranbetweenCarmarthenDocksand
Cwmdydyche (Furnace),beingextended
northwardsby1806.
TheSurrey IronRailway ispopularly

heldtobetheworld’soldestpublic
railway.However,while theActof
Parliamentsanctioning itsconstruction
waspassed in1801,ayearbefore thatof
theCarmarthenshire tramroad, the latter
wasrunningtrains twomonthsbefore
trafficontheSurrey linebegan.
Thetopendof theCarmathenshire line

hadfallen intodisuseby1816andthe
wholeoperationhadcloseddownby
1827.Several schemestorevive itwere
mooted,but itwasnotuntil1875that it
was rebuiltasa13-milestandardgauge
linebytheLlanelly&MynyddMawr
RailwayCompanyandopened in1883.
Thesectionofpreservedtrackbedat
Cynheidre isnotpartof the1803section
of theCarmathenshireRailway,but lies
ona laternorthernextension.
The infrastructure fromthecolliery,

whichclosed in1989,hasbeen
completely removedandthemineral
railwaythatserved it takenoverby
Sustrans foruseasacycleway.
However, therevivalistshave

anagreementwithSustransand
CarmarthenshireCountyCouncil, setting
out the framework for theeventual
reinstatementof therailway.
Thecurrent revivalprojectdatesback

tothe incorporationof thecharity in
1999andthanks tomanyhoursofwork
fromdedicatedvolunteers todaywasa
landmarkoccasion.
Thecompanytookmorethan£800

throughout thecourseof thedayvia
entrance fees,acharity raffleandbuffet
car refreshments.
Projectdirector,DesThomas, said:

‘’Wehavebeentrulyoverwhelmedwith
the fantastic supportwereceivedfor
the event,despite thewetweather. It
hasprovedtous justwhatavaluable
assetourproject is toCynheidreandthe

surroundingareaandwewillnowbe
lookingatwaysthatwecanmakethe
nexteventanevenbiggersuccess’’.
Theheritagerailwaynowaimsto

extendtherunning line,holdmore
opendaysandopenthebuffeton
amoreregularbasis forcyclepath
users. Ithas issuedanappeal formore
volunteers.
➜Anyonewhowould like tohelp
themodern-dayLlanelli&Mynydd
MawrRailway is invitedtoget in touch
withDesThomason01554759255or
email info@llanellirailway.co.uk
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HistoricButeRoadstationhasbeenderelict for twodecades, since railway
revivalistsmovedout toBarry Island, after it failed tobecomeanational rail
museumforWales.VICTORIAN SOCIETY

Anartist’s impressionof theplannedextension to the restoredButeRoadstation
building. TONY KING ARCHITECTS LTD

“The station
was used
by the first

steam-powered
passenger
train service
in Wales”

Wales’ ‘oldest’ station to become
office block despite protests
ByRobinJones

CONTROVERSIALplans toconverta
Grade II* listedstationbuildingand
former railwaypreservationbase in
Cardiff intoofficespaceandshop
unitshavebeengiventhegoahead,
despiteobjections fromhistorians
andconservationists.
CardiffCouncilplannershavegiven

ABAHoldingsLtd listedbuilding
consentandfullplanningpermission to
refurbish theButeStreet stationbuilding
inCardiffBay–believedtohavebeen
designedby IsambardKingdomBrunel
–andaddaconnected four-storey
buildingtoprovide retail spaceand
officesalongside.
Thecouncilwaivedasideobjections

fromorganisations includingtheAncient
MonumentsSocietyandtheVictorian
Society,which listedthederelict structure
asoneof the10mostendangered
buildings inEnglandandWales.
TheVictorianSocietypointedout that

thestationwasusedbythe first steam-
poweredpassenger trainservice inWales
andthereforeplayedavital role in the
developmentofmodern-dayCardiff. It
was fromnear thesite that the first train
ran inOctober1840,whentheTaffVale
Railwayopenedthe line toAbercynon,
extendingtoMerthyrTydfil – thenthe
largest town inSouthWales– inApril
1841.TheTVRsetup itsheadquartersat
Bute road in1870.
Thestation’s listedstatuswasconferred

on itbecause it is regardedasan
exceptionallyearly survivingexample
ofpurpose-built railwayarchitecture
inWales.
“Thestation’sdereliction isall the

moreshockinggiven its location justa
stone’s throwfromthecentreofWelsh
politicalpowerat theWelshAssembly
andtheregenerationofTigerBay,”saida
statement fromthesociety.

Ina report tocouncillors, thesociety
said:“Weobject to theapplication,which
wouldcauseahighdegreeofharmto
thebuildingand its setting, andbecause
thequalityof theapplication fallswell
shortofwhat is requiredgiven the
station’s listingandthepotential impact
of theproposals.

10most endangered buildings
“TheButeRoadstation isoneof the
oldest andmost significant railway
structures inWales. It isonethesociety
has longbeenconcernedaboutandonly
lastyearwas includedonour listof the10
mostendangeredbuildings inEngland
andWales.
“Weobject tothe

proposedextensionon
anumberofgrounds.
Firstly, it is tootall.
Weobjectalso to its
architectural treatment,
which isaesthetically
jarring,disappointingly
banalandfails to
conveyanysenseof
responsivenessor
sensitivity to the listed
buildingand its setting.
“What isproposed

is littlemorethanarelativelymundane
commercialblockcrudely tacked
ontooneofWales’most important
historic railwaystructures. Inpurely
technical termstheapplication is
unacceptablypoor.”
TheAncientMonumentsSociety

describedtheplannedextensionas
“rathergeneric”andsaid that it looked
“incongruousandoutofplace”in
the location.
At theplanningcommitteemeeting,

citycouncillorSeanDriscoll said the
plannedextension looked likeamulti-
storey“carwash”.
However,aplanningofficer told the

committeethat there isnothingof
historicvalue left insidethestructure,
inwhich floorshavecollapsed,andthe
buildinghadbeenusedbysquatters.
Thebuilding,whichhasbeen

empty formorethan20years,was the
headquartersof theButetownHistoric
RailwaySocietywhichwas formedin
1977.Societymembers refurbished
thebuildingand landscapedthe
surroundingareatoestablish its railway
centre,withthe intentionofoperating
steamtrainsalongtheButeRoadbranch
andontotouristattractionsontheSouth
Walesnetwork.
In1988,10of the last locomotives

fromDaiWoodham’s
Barryscrapyardarrived
onthesite.Theywere
intendedas thecentre-
piecesofaWalesSteam
HeritageCentrewhich
wouldbeestablished
atButeRoad.However,
thatschemewas
atoddswiththe
aimsof theCardiff
BayDevelopment
Corporationwhich
hadbeenset
uptotransform

thederelict formerdocklandarea
intoavibranthousing, leisureand
light-industrial complex.
Thesocietysawthat itneededto

relocate,andreachedagreementwith
theValeofGlamorganBoroughCouncil
tomovetoBarry Islandtoestablish
anewrailwayheritagecentre.The
societychanged itsnametotheValeof
GlamorganRailwayCompany in1994,
andwhileworkontheheritagecentre
wasunderway,continuedoperationsat
ButeRoad,offeringvisitorsa220yardtrip
alongtheplatformfaceof thestation ina
Class108DMUtrailer.
Allof the locomotiveandrollingstock

weremovedtoBarry Island inFebruary
1997,andthegroupbeganrunningtrips
fromBarry IslandtoBarry,alongsidewith
thenationalnetworkbranchtotheresort.
However, thecouncildecidednot to

renewthecompany’s leaseonthesite in
December2007,andoffereda long-term
leasebytender.Thewinningbidwas
CambrianTransport,whichhadoperated
therailwaysinceDecember2009and
rebranded it as theBarry IslandRailway.
TheVoGRnegotiatedanewhomeon

theGarwValleyRailwaynearBridgend,
where revivalistshavespent two
decades trying to reopena five-mile
branch toPontycymmer.

One platform in use
Meanwhile, ButeRoadstation, now
namedCardiffBay, continues toserve
as thesouthernterminusof themile-
longButetownbranch,withservices
runbyArrivaTrainsWales.Onlyone
platformremains inuse,opposite the
boarded-upstation.
Theplannedextensionwillprovide

retail space,10workunits,with19office
roomsandareceptionroom.
Thecouncildecisionmarksamajor

about-turn fromplansannounced
lastautumntoturnthebuilding intoa
newhomefor theMuseumofMilitary
Medicine,with£2millionofpublicgrant
aid, relocating it fromKeoghBarracks
nearAldershot.
Themuseumcover thehistory

anddevelopmentof theRoyalArmy
MedicalCorps, theQueenAlexandra’s
RoyalArmyNursingCorps, theRoyal
ArmyDentalCorpsandtheRoyalArmy
VeterinaryCorps.
However, thatmuseum’s trust found

earlier thisyear that it couldnotacquire
thestationbuilding,andsodecidedto
buildanewblockdirectlyopposite.The
new£10millionmuseumisexpectedto
open in2020.
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Onthe firstweekendof its twoweek
stayas starof theSpaValleyRailway’s
20thanniversarygala, BRStandard4MT
2-6-4TNo. 80078passes Lealandsnear
Groombridgewith the10.30amEridge-
unbridgeWellsWest serviceonAugust 26.
Long-scrappedsisterNo. 80018 is seenat
the samespot inSeptember1963!
DAVIDSTAINES

Membersof theTorringtonCavaliers
English civilwar re-enactmentgroup
cross swordsnext to thediesel shunter
thathad justbeennamedafter the
group. PHIL TARRY/TVR

New diesel for Torrington revival named
ALARGEcrowdgatheredatNorth
Devon’sTorringtonstation (akaThe
PuffingBillypubandrestaurantcomplex)
onSaturday,August19, toseetheTarka
ValleyRailway’snewlocomotiveofficially
namedTorringtonCavalier.
After an introductionby railway

chairmanMark Smith, the unveiling
of the nameplatewas carried out by
Mark Keeley, chairmanof re-enactment
group theTorringtonCavaliers, after
which abottle of champagnewas
brokenon the runningplate of the

Ruston&Hornsby locomotive.
Manyof theCavalierswerepresent

in full regaliaandtheoccasionwas
supportedbythemayorofTorrington,
severalpastmayors, local,district
andcountycouncillors,officials from
Rotary, theBalsdonTrustandother
localdignitaries.Afterwards, the invited
guestsadjournedtothePuffingBilly fora
buffet lunch.
Thesix-cylinder192hpdiesel shunter

wasthe lastof its typetobebuilt, in
February1969.

ItwassuppliednewtotheNevils
Dock&Railwaycompany inLlanelli and
workedthereuntil 1990.
Itwaspreservedat theChasewater

Railway fromwhere itwasacquiredby
therevivalistsof theLSWRTorrington line.
Mark said:“Iwasmightily impressed

by thegoodwill andenthusiasm
for theproject, notonly fromthe
railwayenthusiastspresent, but
thewiderTorringtoncommunity,
and thecouncillors fromall three
local authorities.”

Welsh Highland key to
Caernarfon upgrade
THEopeningof thenew£2.3million
Ffestiniog&WelshHighlandRailways
station inCaernarfonwill beakey
factor inmaking the town’swaterfront a
‘must see’destination for visitors, it has
beenclaimed.
TheHeritageLottery Fundhas

earmarked£3.5mfor theCei Llechi (Slate
Quay)projectwhichwill transformthe
waterfront area intoahub for craftsmen.
Also, a secondcinemascreenatThe

Galeri, costing£3.5million,will be
anothermajor component in the£15
million regenerationof thewaterfront,
which includes improvements to the
castle andupgrading road links,.
The town’smayor andGwynedd

Council cabinetmember for economic
development IoanThomas said:
“Caernarfon’swaterfront is steeped

inhistory andwewant toensure that
it can look forward toavibrant and
sustainable future.
“ThenewFfestiniog&WelshHighland

Railways station terminuswill create
anatural link fromthe railway to the
townandcreatea convenient route to
theMaes.
“Thenewrailwaywill encourage

visitors to stay in the town longer, and
will provide thegateway formany to
experience the significanthistoric and
cultural assetsCaernarfonhas tooffer.”
Ffestiniog&WelshHighlandRailways

chief Paul Lewin said:“Weareproud
tobe investing inCaernarfon.The
newstationwill offermuch improved
facilities for visitors arrivingby roador
by rail and isbringing£2millionwork to
the local area in thenext12months.”

THEMid-SuffolkLightRailway is
joining the likesof its Llangollen
andGloucestershireWarwickshire
counterparts inaiming tobea
line that runs from“somewhere
tosomewhere.”
Earlier this year the‘Middy’

–which isbasedatBrockford
&Wetheringsett stationnear
Stowmarketandruns foralmost
aquarterofamile toDovebrook
– receivedplanningpermission to
double its length.
Itplans tobuildanewstation,

AspallHalt, half amile fromits
headquarters, andhas launched
asleeper sponsor schemeto raise
thenecessary£125,000 tobuild
theextension.
The line toAspallwill be laidon

whathas since theclosureof the

original railwaybecomea fieldand
whichhasalreadybeen largely
clearedbyvolunteers.
Theplanning consentwas

grantedoncondition thatworkon
theextension shouldbeginwithin
threeyears.
However,officialsofwhat isone

ofBritain’s shortest standardgauge
linesbelieve itwill takemuch longer
tocomplete it.
A scheme inwhich theyare

appealing to thepublic to sponsor
787sleepersat£15a time is set to
be launched.
TheMiddyalso recently featured

onBBC2’sGreatBritishRailway
JourneyspresentedbyMichael
Portillo,boosting itsprofileas the
only standardgaugeheritage
railway inSuffolk.

Suffolk’s‘Middy’is set togoplaces
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No.60163TornadoatHungerford
hauling theBelmondBritishPullman
onMay11, 2016. TONY BARTLETT/A1SLT

PaddingtonBear, the
lostbear thatbecame
oneof theworld’s best-
loved children’s story
characters.A1SLT

TWOredplaquesare tobe
installed to commemorate the
Stockton&DarlingtonRailway,
theworld’s firstpublic steam line.
Onewill beunveiledby the

LordLieutenantofCounty
Durham,SueSnowdon, at
Darlington’s SkerneRailway
Bridge, oneof theearliest railway
bridgesbuilt, at 10.30amon
Wednesday, September27.
The secondwill beunveiled

byher atHeighington station
nearNewtonAycliffe atnoon the
sameday.
It is the samedateaswhen

LocomotionNo.1wasplacedon
the tracks in1825.

Redplaques
markfirst
steam
landmarks

ByRobinJones

NEW-BUILDA1PeppercornPacific
No.60163Tornadohas landedastarring
role inPaddington.
Tornadowillbeappearingat the

legendaryGWRterminus in thenew
Paddington2movie, about the famous
abandonedbearwhichwas leftat
thestation.
The film,duetobereleasedon

November10,will see theA1paired
with theBelmondBritishPullman luxury
vintagetrain.
Paddington2 isaBritish-French family

comedyfilmdirectedbyPaulKing,
co-writtenbyKingandSimonFarnaby,
andproducedbyDavidHeyman.
The filmstarsBenWhishaw(as the

voiceofPaddington),HughGrant
(asPhoenixBuchanan,a fadedand
narcissisticactor),BrendanGleeson
(asKnucklesMcGinty, a safecracker),
HughBonneville (asHenryBrown),
SallyHawkins (asMaryBrown), Julie
Walters (asMrsBird), JimBroadbent (as
SamuelGruber), PeterCapaldi (asMr
Curry),MadeleineHarris (as JudyBrown),
Samuel Joslin (as JonathanBrown),
ImeldaStaunton (as thevoiceofLucy,
Paddington’saunt)andTornadoas itself.
No.60163tookpart in filmingat

PaddingtonstationandatLeavesden
Studios lastDecemberand inJanuary.
Themuch-anticipatedsequel to the

worldwidehit family filmfinds theone-
time lostbearPaddingtonhappily settled
with theBrownfamily inLondon,where
hehasbecomeapopularmemberof
the local community, spreading joyand

Tornado’s starring role
in new Paddington movie

Eleventh-hour
bid to list
CatesbyTunnel
ARAILWAYauthor andbook
publisher is to try toget listed
buildingprotection for theGreat
Central Railway’sCatesby tunnel.
JohnHealy,52, fromChesham,

saidhewouldapply toEnglish
Heritagetoget thethe1.7mile
tunnelontheLondonExtension
listed–onlydaysafter the
Governmentawardeddevelopers
£4.2milliontoconvert it intoan
aerodynamic testing facility.
As reported in issue232,

thegrant fromtheSouthEast
MidlandsEnterprisePartnership
willpay for the installationofa
smoothasphalt roadway, lighting
andendclosures,afterwhichthe
double-tracktunnelwillbecome
partofasciencepark tobe
developedbyBrackley firmAero
ResearchPartners,andwillbe
operationalasa testbed in2019.
However, Johnobjects to the

coveringof the insideof the
tunnel, lastusedbytrains in1966,
withsheetmetalandthetrackbed
withasphalt. Instead,hebelieves
thetunnel shouldbeopentothe
publicondayswhen it isnot in
useasatestbed,becauseof its
heritagevalue.
“It’saheritagesiteand it’snot

beingtreatedwith respectby
thedevelopersandDaventry
DistrictCouncil,”hesaid,adding
that itwouldbepossible touse
atransparentmaterial to linethe
tunnel interior, so thebrickwork
and inletscanbeseen.
John’sbook,Echoesof theGreat

Central,waspublished in1996.

marmaladewhereverhegoes.
While searching for theperfectpresent

forhisbelovedAuntLucy’s100th
birthday,Paddingtonseesaunique
pop-upbook inMrGruber’s shop,and
embarksuponaseriesofodd jobs to
buy it.However,whenthebook is stolen,
it’suptoPaddingtonandtheBrownsto
unmask thethief,whoappears tobea
masterofdisguise.
Tocoincidewith thereleaseof the

movie,Tornadohasbeenbookedtohaul
twoPaddingtonAfternoonTea journeys
aboardBelmondBritishPullman.

Journey of a lifetime
Departing fromLondonVictoriaon
December2andFebruary16,2018, the
luxurious1920sand1930scarriages
will take familiesonwhat isbeingbilled
as thePaddington-inspired journey
ofa lifetime.Theafternoonteamenu
includessweet treatsandmarmalade
sandwiches,whilePaddington-inspired
activitieswill alsobeavailableon-board
for families throughout the journeyto
fully immerse themselves in theworldof
the littlebear.
TheA1SteamLocomotiveTrust’s

operationsdirectorGraemeBunker-
Jamessaid:“Weweredelightedtobe
askedtoprovideTornado for the filming
ofPaddington2alongsideBelmond
BritishPullman–evenmoresoas the
locomotivestarsas itself in themovie
and iscentral to theplot.Wedon’t
want togiveanythingawayandruin
anysurprises,but suffice tosay that
Paddingtongets intoanumberof sticky
situations involvingTornado.

“Thetrusthas itsveryownclub–the
TornadoTeam–foryoungerTornado
fansagedfromfive to15.”
Foralmost60years,British-bornwriter

MichaelBondhasbeendelighting
childrenallover theworldwithhis stories
aboutPaddington, thebear fromDarkest
Peru famous forhis loveofmarmalade.
Paddington’sadventureshavebeen

adaptedseveral times for televisionand
at theendof2014hemadehisdebut
onthebigscreen.Themovie,produced
byStudiocanal,partof the international
contentandmediagroupVivendi,
becamethebest-sellingnon-Hollywood
familymovieever released.
In2016,Vivendi took fullownership

of thePaddingtonbrandworldwide,
with theexceptionof theclassic
publishingrights.
In recognitionofPaddington’s

extraordinarypopularityandsuccess,
MichaelBondwasawardedanOBEfor
services tochildren’s literature in1997
andaCBE in2015.
Hedied inJune, leavinga legacyofone

of thebest lovedchildren’scharacters in
theworld,15PaddingtonBearnovels,
countlessother formats, andaworld-
widemerchandisingprogramme.
Nextyearmarksthe60thanniversaryof

the firstbook,ABearCalledPaddington,
publishedbyHarperCollins in1958.
➜Prices for thePaddingtonAfternoon
TeaexperiencesaboardtheBelmond
BritishPullmanstart from£550,based
ontwoadultsandtwochildrenunder
16travelling together. Formoredetails
visitwww.belmond.comorcall 0845
0772222.
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BEAUTIFULLY-RESTOREDManchester,
Sheffield&LincolnshireRailway six-
wheeledcoachNo. 946wasdisplayed
to thepublic at a special opendayat
itsGreatCentral Railway (Nottingham)
restorationbaseonSunday,
September17.
Inprideofplaceat theheritagecentre

atRuddingtonwas thenewly-rebuilt
carriagewhichhasbeendedicated to
those225 troopsof theRoyal Scots
Regimentwhoperished ina similar type
of carriage inBritain’sworst-ever rail
disaster atQuintinshill in 1915.
Adrawwasheld for the first 20 seats

beingoffered for the firstVIPpublic
outing in thecoachnext spring, running
over themetals of thecompany
thatbuilt it and laterbecame the
GreatCentral.
Visitors includingmembersof the

GreatCentral RailwaySocietywerealso
able to seeprogressbeingmadeon
the restorationof theGCRRollingStock
Trust’sGCR‘Barnum’wooden-bodied
coaches, includingNo. 228which is
at anadvanced stage.Theywerealso
givenanupdateon theprogressof the
MSLR4-4-0being recreatedby the567
LocomotiveGroup.

FormerPeruvian sugarplantation locomotiveChuquitanta. STUART CHAPMAN

Freelancevertical-boilered tank
engine Learyat theRichmondLight
Railway. STUART CHAPMAN

Last September,Manchester, Sheffield&LincolnshireRailway six-wheeled coach
No. 946wasgivena runoutbehindMotor-Rail SimplexNo. 2028Morris,which
carries themockBRnumber15099. The0-4-0DMmoved to theChasewater
RailwayonFebruary1.GCRN

KENT’SprivateRichmondLightRailway
held its annualopendayonAugust 19.
In actionwas1885-built 0-4-0

Chuquitanta, its restorationnowfully
finished.The locomotivewasbuilt by
Couillet (worksNo. 810) and soldby
Decauville asNo.36 to theRodriguez
sugar caneplantation inPeru.
Itwasbrought to theUK in2004and

returned to steam last year.
Thenewest arrival at theRichmond

LightRailway, 0-4-0VBT Leary,was
also running.
The locomotive,whichhasonly

recently arrivedat the railway,wasbuilt
in2010byagroupof FfestiniogRailway
volunteers.

Restored original GCR
coach on display

Duo steaming
again at
private line

ANEWheritage railway is set tobe
built inNorthWales.
Aminiature railwayhasbeen

earmarked for the formerBrymbo
steelworksnearWrexham,which
theBrymboHeritageTrust is
planning to restoreas amajor
industrial archaeological site.
The trustwas recentlygranted

charity status, unlocking£2million
ofHeritageLottery Fundgrant aid
awarded last year, andhopes to
raise£10million.
It aims to turn the steelworks site,

which closed in1990, intoanother
Ironbridge, drawingon its historical
importance tomake it amajor
tourist attraction.

‘Ironmad’
Theworks inBlast Roadwas
foundedby thepioneer industrialist
John‘IronMad’Wilkinson.
Wilkinson,whohadowned the

nearbyBersham Ironworks jointly
withhisbrotherWilliam,purchased
BrymboHall and its 500acreestate
fromtheAssheton-Smith family in
1792 for the sumof£14,000, some

ofwhichmayhavebeen lentby
steampioneersBoulton&Watt. By
1796Wilkinsonhaderected the
first blast furnaceon the site, east
of theHall, 884 tonsof ironbeing
produced in this first year.

Exhibition area
Wrexhamcouncil has now
received aplanning application
from the trust for the conversion
of a formermachine shop to
an exhibition area, aswell as
other developments.
The trust’s plans includea

programmeof stabilisationand
restorationof the ironworks
buildings and theestablishment
of aheritage skills learning facility
andworkshopandseveral rentable
office/workshopspaces.
It is planned to lay theminiature

railwayat the steelworks to take
visitors around the site so they can
learnabout the industrial lines that
once served it.
AgroupcalledBrymboMineral

Railwayhasbeen setup for the
purposeofbuilding it.

THEAssociationof Industrial
Archaeologyhasawardeda£3300
grant to theGreensandRailway
MuseumTrust towards restorationof
Motor-Rail armoured40hpSimplex
No.LR2182,
Thegranthasbeenmade

specifically towards thecostof
replicatingthedistinctivecupola
roofof the locomotive,builtat
BedordasworksNo.461of1917.
No.LR2182wasbuilt towork

onFirstWorldWar trenchsupply
railwaysandappear tohavearrived
inFrance in timetoserveonthe
battlefieldsduringthefinalyearof
theconflict.
After thewar, itworked in

industrial servicebetweenabout
1921andthemid-1960sduring
whichtime it lost itsdistinctiveupper
bodywork.
Itenteredpreservation in1971,

initiallybeingdisplayedat the
formerNarrowGaugeRailway

CentreatGloddfaGanolnear
BlaenauFfestiniogbeforegoingto
theMuseumofArmyTransportat
Beverley.
Here, itwasdisplayedwitha

woodenreplicaof thedistinctive
roof. Itsprivateownerdonated
No.LR2182totheArmyinDecember
2001
No.LR2182wasplacedon loanto

LeightonBuzzardRailway inMarch
2005,butcontractorsundertaking
themovetoBedfordshirecaused
seriousdamage including
destructionof thereplicatedcupola.
TheArmysubsequentlydonated

the locomotivetotherailwayand in
2009 itwas transferredtoGreensand
RailwayMuseumTrustwhich
undertooktorestore it tooperation
in itsoriginal form.Volunteers
reconstructedtheupperpartof
the locomotive,again inwood, to
presentNo.2182 in itsoriginal form
pendingafull restorationproject.

Miniatureheritage lineplanned for
restoredBrymbosteelworks site

Grantboost for armouredSimplex
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The twooriginalWelshpool&Llanfair LightRailway locomotives–Beyer, Peacock
0-6-0TsCountessandTheEarl– standalongside theLlanfair Caereinion signalbox
during theFridayphotographic evening,whichwaspart of thegala.NICKWISE

Right: Fireworks lit up the skies above theentire
lengthof theWelshpool&Llanfair LightRailway
onSeptember2.ANDREWCHARMAN/WLLR

TheSittingbourne&KemsleyRailway'sBagnall 0-6-2TSuperbwith itshalf-sister
Joan–much the samedesign,butbuilt byKerr, Stuart. KEVIN HEYWOOD/WLLR.

Fundraisers can walk the entire Bluebell Railway!
THE Bluebell Railway’s annual
fundraising trackwalkwill bemore of
a challenge this year, withNovember
18’sTrackTrek covering thewhole
11-mile railway fromEast Grinstead to
Sheffield Park.
Over the years theTrackTrek has

raisedmoney for several projects,
including the extension to East
Grinstead and locomotive restoration.
Each yearmore than 200people have

takenpart, walking alongparts of the
railwaybetween eachof the stations.
The rare opportunity to undertake

theTrackTrek over the entire length
of the line has comeabout because of
the railway being closed for twoweeks
to allowmajor engineeringworks to
take place to the track and railway
infrastructure betweenHorsted Keynes
and Sheffield Park.
Participants in the fifthTrackTrek

will be able to see first-hand thework
involved inmaintaining the railway.
Staff from the line’s infrastructure

departmentwill be onhand to explain
to thewalkers thework takingplace.
Themoney raised from this year’s

TrackTrekwill go towards the railway’s
Tr(ack) ActionAppeal, which is being
launched inOctober to fund the
renewal of various sections of the track.
TheTr(ack) ActionAppeal has a target

of £250,000, but theTrackTrek is aiming
for amoremodest £15,000 to fund the
purchase and laying of one 60ft length
of new track.
Walkerswill be required to start

thewalk fromEast Grinstead
between 9-10am.
Alternatively, those taking part can

park at Sheffield Park station and catch

a complimentary bus to East Grinstead
in time to start thewalk before 10am.
Forwalkers starting at East Grinstead,

a complimentary bus servicewill also
operate to take themback to their
original starting point fromSheffield
Park station.
Refreshments, both hot and cold,

will be on sale at each of the stations
during the trek.
➜Anyonewhowants to take
part can find further details and
information atwww.tinyurl.com/
track-trek

Eight miles of fireworks for
Welshpool landmark year
ByRobinJones

THEWelshpool&Llanfair LightRailway lit up the
skies abovePowysaspartof celebrations for avery
special year.
Oneof thehighlightsof the2ft 6in-gauge line’s

September1-3galawas the fireworkdisplayon the
Saturdaynight, laidonbyElectrify Pyrotechnics.
The final trainof theday setoff fromWelshpool

(RavenSquare) as fireworkswere setoff at
every station it passeden routeover theeight
miles toLlanfair Caereinion.Theaerial display
commemorated the fact that in2017 the linehas
beenoperatedby revivalists for a yearmore than its
previous threeowners combined.
The railwaywasopened in1903. Itwasoperated

by theCambrianRailways,whichpassed to the
GWRat theGrouping in1923.AfterNationalisation
in1948, theGWRbecameBritishRailwaysWestern
Region,which closed the line in1956,makinga
total of 53years.
The revivalist company restarted services in1963,

andhavenowbeen running themfor54years.
Thegalawasattendedbyaround3600visitors,

mostof themcomingon theFridayandSaturday,
while theSunday suffered frompoorweather.
The starguest for this year’s eventwasBagnall

0-6-2TNo. 2624of 1940Superb fromthe
Sittingbourne&KemsleyLightRailway.which
shares the samegauge. Itwasbelieved tobe the
first time it hadvisitedanother line.
During thegala, it doubleheadedwith resident

Kerr, Stuart 0-6-2T Joan, a half sister, as its design
evolved into theone towhich Superbwasbuilt.
Superbwas,however, not the first locomotive

fromtheBowater’s PaperMill railway to run
on theWLLR.
BagnallNo. 3024of 1953Monarchwas the last

industrial narrowgauge locomotive tobebuilt for
commercial use in theUKand is constructed toa
modifiedMeyer locomotivearticulateddesign. It
wasbought fromBowatersby theWLLR in1966.
However, afterMonarcharrivedat theWLLR

andwasoverhauled, it proved lessuseful than
washoped.Crews found it difficult toadapt to its
marine-style firebox, and itprovedchallengingon
the steepgradientsof the line.
In theNineties, itwas sold to theFfestiniog

Railway,which intended tooverhaul it and
regauge it to2ft, but after itwasdismantled, theFR
attended tootherpriorities instead, and Monarch’s
componentswere left togatherdust.
Thekit ofparts thathadbeenMonarchwas then

boughtbackby theWLLR, tobe reassembledasa
static exhibit.
Theevent alsomarked the returnof Sierre Leone

RailwaysHunslet 2-6-2TNo. 85 following its tourof
heritagevenues in theUK for staticdisplay.
AsWLLRNo. 14, itwaswithdrawn fromservice in

early 2010needinganewboiler.
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Memories for veteran railwayman
as restored line celebrates 25th

ByGeoffCourtney

SILVER jubileecelebrationson the
DerwentValleyLightRailwayover the
August27-28BankHolidayweekend
included the renamingofa1962diesel
shunter, theunveilingofa restored
pumptrolley thathadoperatedon the
linebeforebeingabandoned inaditch,
andawelcome fora formerplatelayer
on the lineandamotherandsonwhose
liveswere inextricably linkedwith the
railway in itsoperationaldays.
Thehalf-mile railway is inMurtonPark,

nearYorkcity centre, and isbasedon
partof the formerDerwentValleyLight
Railway that ran for15miles fromYork
Layerthorpe toCliffeCommonnear
Selby.The lineopened in1913 tohandle
mainlyagricultural traffic anddefied
absorption in the1923Groupingand
nationalisation in1948by remaining in
privatehands.
Whenthe final stretch, from

Layerthorpe toDunnington,was
closed in1981, the linehadachieved

THETalyllynRailway iswidelyconsidered
tobethefirst railwaytobetaken
overandpreservedbyvolunteers in
theworld.
Nowithasscoredwhat isbelieved

tobeanotherworldfirst,withasetof
tripletspassingoutasassistantguards
onthesameday.
Jake,RossandJoeWaddington,all16,

camethroughtheirassessmentwith
flyingcoloursandhavemovedtothe
next levelof trainingbeforebecoming
guardsontherailway.
Thebrothers,whoareTywynresidents,

havebeenvolunteeringontherailway
foracoupleofyears. Inordertomake
suretheycouldallqualify together,
specialarrangementsweremadefor
themall tobeassessedonthesameday.
Thebrothers firstbecameinterested

intrainswatchingtheirgrandfatherJoe
Hullsplayingwithhismodel railway
whentheywereagedfour.
Joesaid:“We’vealways lovedtrainsand

usedtolivenearYorkandregularlywent
totheNationalRailwayMuseum.
“MumanddadmovedtoNorth

Walesthreeyearsagotorunabedand
breakfast togetherandusboyshave
visitedtheTalyllynRailwayvirtuallyevery
daysince.
“This isnota job, this isapassion

forusall.”
RailwaychairmanIanDrummondsaid:

“Joe, JakeandRosshavecontributeda
greatdeal totherailwayalready.Their
positiveattitudeinall that theydohas
wonthemmanyfriendsontherailway
andwelookforwardtoseeingthem
progress further intheyearsahead.”

Seeing treble on the Talyllyn!

Left to right, Jake, JoeandRoss, pose in frontofNo. 6Douglas. On the
footplateareRoband JoPlumridge.MATTHEWWEAR

recognitionasbeingoneof the
country’s lastprivately-runstandard
gauge railways.
Itshistory inpreservationcanbe

tracedback to theGreatYorkshire
RailwayPreservationSociety thatwas
formed in1980andbasedat the former
Starbeckdepot (50D) inHarrogate, then
ownedbyOctaviusAtkinsonsteelworks.

Site redeveloped
The societyheldanumberofopen
daysat Starbeck, but in1989needed
to findanewhomedue to the site
being redeveloped, and subsequently
moved toMurtonPark, thehomeof
theYorkshireMuseumofFarming,
where theoriginal trackof 1913was still
inplace.
The firstpassenger trains in the

preservationera ranonAugust26, 1992,
at aone-offgalabilledasan‘OpenDay’,
and the followingyear regular Sunday
andBankHoliday trainswere launched
andthesocietywas renamedthe
DerwentValleyLightRailwaySociety.

Itwas theone-offgalaof25yearsago
thatwascelebratedalmost to thevery
dayonAugust27-28,with themain
attractionof the firstdaybeing the
unveilingof the formerDVLRplatelayers’
pumptrolley thathadbeendonated to
thesocietyasakitofparts and restored
bysocietymemberAllanBriggs.
ItwasanoccasionenjoyedbyArthur

Richmond,who is inhis90sand joined
theoriginalDVLRasaplatelayer in1942
with the responsibilityofmaintaining
the trackon thesouthernhalfof the
line fromWheldrake toCliffeCommon.
He joined theArmy in1944andwas
sent to India,whereheworkedonthe
IndianRailways’permanentwaybefore
returninghomeandto theDVLR,which
he left in1949 to join thenewly-formed
BritishRailways, forwhomheworked
until retirement.
Other specialguestswereKen

NelsonandhismotherLavinia. Ken’s
grandfatherHenryHowdenwasporter-
in-chargeatSkipwith stationnear the
southernendof the former line toCliffe

Common,andLaviniawasHenry’s
daughter,whospentheryoungdaysat
Skipwith stationhouse.

Travelled on the pump trolley
Kenspentmany schoolholidaysat the
stationhouse, andwhen theonly freight
trainof thedayhadpassed,would travel
upanddownthe lineon thepump
trolley,whichwasalsousedas family
transport tomeet theSelbybus.
OnAugust28 themaineventwas the

return to serviceofa1962-built Ruston
&HornsbyClassDS88 thatworked the
firstpassenger train25yearsagoand
hasundergonea restorationcarried
outmainlyby long-servingvolunteer
TrevorHumbey.
The4wDMwas formerlyatStarbeck,

andwasnamedOctaviusAtkinsonafter
the steel companyshortlybefore leaving
tobecomeaMurtonPark resident, and
itwasTrevorwho returned thename
to the locoonAugust28,now looking
resplendent in itsoriginalolivegreen
liveryandcarryinga50Dshedplate.

Welcomeback:Ruston&HornsbyClassDS884wDMOctaviusAtkinsonheadsa
trainafter its return to serviceat theDerwentValley LightRailwayonAugust 28
following restoration. JONATHAN STOCKWELL

Trolleygoodshow:Former
DerwentValley Light
RailwayplatelayerArthur
Richmond (seated) enjoys
the comfort of a restored
pumptrolleyonAugust 27
in the companyof, from
left, AllanBriggs,who
carriedout the restoration,
LaviniaNelson,whowas
broughtupat Skipwith
stationhouseon the
originalDVLR line, and
her sonKen,whoenjoyed
holidaysat thehouse.
JONATHAN STOCKWELL
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ByHughDougherty

THEmanbehinda€6.7million scheme
to reinstate theHill ofHowth tramway
hasvowed to fighton topush the
project forwardafter FingalCounty
Council’s economic, enterprise and
tourismdevelopment strategy sub-
committee turned theprojectdownon
costgroundsalone.
CouncillorDavidO’Connor,

independentmember forBalbriggan,
advocated the schemeduringhis
tenureasmayor from2009-11.Thanks
tohisdrive, thecouncil authoriseda
€40,000, 77-page in-depth studyof the
scheme,prepared for the council by
consultantsAtkins.
The reportwas submittedby

Atkins inApril this year, andwas
finetunedandpresented to the sub-
committee in June.
Theconsultants estimated thecapital

costsof reinstatingpartof the tramway
trackbed, andbuildinganewsection to
allowHowth tobe reconnected to the
summitof theHill ofHowthSummit, at
€6.7million.
Theoriginal tramwaywasabandoned

BALLATER’SOldRoyalStation is rising
fromtheashes.
As reported in issue203, theB-listed

station–whichwasusedbytheRoyal
Familyuntil the1960s for their trips
alongtheDeesidebranchtotheir
nearbyseatofBalmoral–wasseverely
damaged ina fireonMay12,2015.
A£450,000replicaofa royal

carriageusedbyQueenVictoria
andwhichhadbeen installedat the
museumin2008,wassavedbyfire
crews,although it still sustainedfire

andwaterdamage.However, the
blazedestroyedaround90%of the
museumandassociatedrestaurant
before itwasdampeddown.
Theoriginal34ft saloonusedby

Victoria ishousedat theNational
RailwayMuseumatYork,butvisitors
arenotallowed inside. Itwasusedby
thequeenonher journeysbetween
WindsorandBallater in the late1800s.
Duringamajor£3million

restorationproject ledby
AberdeenshireCouncil, thecarriage

hasnowbeenreturnedtothenewly-
rebuiltplatformbuildingandwith
thehelpof staff fromAlford-based
GrampianTransportMuseumplaced
backonthe lengthof track inside
ContractorMorganSindell is

restoringthestationto its former
gloryso it canbebroughtbackasa
community facility.
LastDecember,Historic

EnvironmentScotlandawardeda
grantof£107,500totheproject.
Manyof theornate interiorsof the

building, includingswan-necked
iron lampsandthestainedglass
windowarebeingrestoredby
AberdeenshireCouncil.
Anewexhibitionspace

extendingalongtheoldplatform,
aVisitScotlandtourist information
centre,apublic libraryanda
restaurantarepencilled in for the
refurbishedstation.
Thefirewasbelievedtohave

started in theStationRestaurant,one
ofseveralbusinessesat thesite.

Replica carriage returned toburned-outBallater stationas restorationgoeson

Councillor vows to fight on for Howth tram revival

CounDavidO’Connorhaspledged to
keepcampaigning for the tramway’s
revival.DAVIDMCFEELY

in 1959when theGreatNorthern
Railwayof Ireland linewasclosedby
Coras Iompair Eireannmuch to the
regretof theHowthandwiderDublin
communities.
Theconsultants estimatedannual

revenueat€451,859,butpredictedan
operatingdeficit of around€135,800,
againstoperatingcostsof €587,759.
Atkins carriedoutdetailed local

consultationswhich resulted in
positive feedbackandsupport for the
tramway, and studiedDerbyshire’s
CrichTramwayVillage, theWaterford&
SuirValleyRailwayand theNeneValley
Railway, concluding that aheritage
railwayor tramwayproduces tangible
tourismbenefits, andchartedout the
proposed route.
The report also considered

environmental impact, heritage
aspects andexistingpositive links
withHowthCastle andDemesneand
the IrishNationalTransportMuseum,
andpresented the tramway,operated
by restoredHill ofHowthheritage
trams, throughout the summerand
atotherperiods in theyear, asboth
feasible andbeneficial to the local

economyand tourism industry.
AFingalCountyCouncil spokesman

said:“This reporthasbeendiscussedby
theeconomic, enterprise, and tourism
development strategy sub-committee.
The report clearly identifies a significant
capital cost aswell as apossible annual
revenuedeficit in completing the
project. FingalCountyCouncil does
not currentlyhaveavailable capital or
revenue resources for the completionof
thisproject.”
CounO’Connor said:“The sub-

committeehas recommended that
theprojectdoesnotgoaheadoncost
groundsalone,when, in reality, it is a‘no
brainer’not to take it forward.
“If the council cannot raise the

estimated funds itself, thenweneed
to lookboth to local venture capital
sources andbusinesses, plus European
Union sources, tobuild andoperate the
line. It has, as the consultants’report
states, enormouspotential, and Iwill be
workinghard toensure that theproject
goes forward.
“Thecouncil ownsmostof the

land involvedand theestimated
annualoperatingdeficit is smallwhen

compared to thebeneficial impacton
tourismand theeconomy, and, as the
tramwaybecamemorepopular, I am
sure that theestimateddeficitwould
decrease.”

Remembering50years since theendofSouthern
steam:at this year’sGreatDorset SteamFair,
1915-built Burrell General PurposeEngine
No. 3665passesBulleidWestCountry light

PacificNo. 34007Wadebridgemasquerading
at scrappedclassmateNo. 34019Bideford,

onAugust 26.KIERANHARDY
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CPHuntingdonaddsa touchof theWildWest to
theGreenleaLightRailway. STUART CHAPMAN Goliath in actionon theGreenleaLightRailway. STUART CHAPMAN

SirGeorgeapproaching themain station
onAugust26. STUART CHAPMAN

FOURvisiting locomotiveswillbe in
actionat theEppingOngarRailway’s
autumnsteamgala.
TheSeptember29-October1 event

will see Ivatt 2MT2-6-2TNo. 41312
fromtheMidHantsRailway, LMS
0-6-0TNo. 47406 fromtheGreat
Central Railway, Stuart Robinson’s
BRStandard4MT2-6-4TNo. 80078
andGWR0-6-0PTNo. 6430 fromthe

LlangollenRailway.Thegala,which
waspostponedfromitsoriginal
date inMay,will alsoseethereturn
of the line’sownHawthornLeslie
saddle tankNo.3437 Isabel subject to
completionof restorationandtesting.
Theweekendbefore,September

23-24,will seethe linehold itsautumn
dieselgala.
Theguest locomotiveswillbeClass

50No.50026 Indomitable, courtesy
ofPaulSprackenandPTGTours, the
CotswoldDieselGroup’sClass26
No.26043, long-termvisitorClass
20D8001,ownedtheClassTwenty
LocomotiveAssociationandStewart
Robinson’sClass33No.33202.
Theywill runalongsidethehome

fleetofNos.31438,37029and03170.
Class45PeakNo.45132willbe

ondisplayand,althoughnotyet
operational, theowninggrouphopes
tohave itavailable forcabandengine
roomvisits.
All trainswillberunning in

conjunctionwiththe line’s fleet
ofheritagebuses,whichwillbe
operatingbetweenOngar,North
Weald,EppingUndergroundand
Shenfield stations.

The railway with a theme park theme!
ByStuartChapman

MANYof theworld’s themeparksand
zoos featureminiatureornarrowgauge
railways.Thousandsofvisitorseachyear
willphotographandrideonthese,but
whileextremelypopularwith thegeneral
public these railwaysget littleattention
fromtheenthusiastcommunityor
railwaypress.
Yet in aquiet rural cornerof Leicester

a small private railwayhas restored two
verydifferent themepark locomotives.
Theoriginsof the2ftgaugeGreenlea

LightRailwaygobackto1997with the
purchaseof track, coaches,andtwo
locomotives fromtheNorthWarwickshire
RailwaySociety.The fleetconsistedof
twoMotor-Rail Simplex locomotives,one
ofwhich,No.5881wasretained.Built
in1935, itwasoverhauledandnamed
Goliathand iscurrently theonly industrial
locomotiveoperatingat therailway.
Originally locatedatanothersite, the

railwaymovedto itscurrent location in
October1998.

Third of amile
Therailwayconsistsofa terminusstation
near theentrancedrivewitharun-round
loop, thena largesweeppasta large
two-road locomotiveshed(a former
chickenhouse)androundthecornerof
apaddock, followedbyaballoon loop
withanotherstation inasmallwood. It
givespassengersanoutandbackrunof
justovera thirdofamile incomfortable
coveredcoaches.

Therailway’s firstproper themepark
locomotivearrived in2005withthe
purchaseofSirGeorge fromtheLynton&
BarnstapleRailwayrevivalists.
NamedafterSirGeorgeNewness,

chairmanof thedirectorsof theLBR
andbuiltbyAlanKeef in1984, this
locomotivehadoriginallyworkedat
ThorpePark themeparknearChertsey.
The locomotive featuredontheTreasure
IslandRailwaywhich includedactors
dressedaspirates. Itsmomentof fame
camein1985when it starred inavideo
for theUK’sEurovisionSongContest
entry filmedat thethemeparkandstill
available towatchonthe internet.
Threeyearsafter thepurchaseofSir

George in2008, therailwayalsoacquired
CPHuntingdon, a4-2-4 replicasteam

outlinedieselbuilt inWichita,Kansasby
ChanceManufacturing IncasNo.50157.

Butlins, Pwllheli
These replica locomotivesmanufactured
in largequantitiesbyChance
Manufacturing intheUSAarebasedon
anoriginal1863steamlocomotivenow
locatedat theCaliforniaStateRailroad
Museum.Someof the locomotiveswere
exportedtotheUK includinganumber
forButlin’sholidaycamps.
No.50157workedatButlin’sPwllheli

sitebetween1978and1996.Unlikemost
miniature railwaysatButlin’scamps, the
oneatPwllhelihada legitimatepurpose
in that it transportedholidaymakers three
quartersofamile fromthecentreof the
camptothebeach.Alongsidetherailway

thecamphada largerollercoaster,
chairlift andfunfair.
At its timeofpurchase in2008the

locomotivewas inapoorstateof repair.
Thenatureof the lineatPwllheliwith
loopsateachendalsomeant that
thewheelsonthe locomotivewere
considerablymorewornononeside
thantheother.
However, the locomotivehas justbeen

returnedtorunningorder,although it is
still awaitingacoatofpaint.Alsobecause
of itswheelbasethe locomotive isnot
suitedtosomeof thecurvesonthe
existingrailway.
While theGreenleaLightRailway is

aprivateconcern, ithostsoccasional
societyvisitswhereyoucanseethese
lovingly-restored locomotives inaction.

Isabel’s returnmeansfive in steamatEppingOngar’s autumnsteamgala
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Ground (and fence) - breaking
day at Wanlockhead extension
ByHughDougherty

ITMAYnothavebeenonthescaleof
theGreatCentralRailwaybridgingthe
gapatLoughborough.However, railway
historywasmadehigh intheLowther
HillsonThursday,August17,when
volunteerssweptawaythe fencethat
haspreventedthemfromextending
the2ft-gaugeLeadhills&Wanlockhead
Railway intoScotland’shighestvillage for
over20years.
Breakinggroundontheextension

followsthesuccessful conclusionofa
lease for thequarter-mile trackbedwith
BuccleuchEstates.
LowthersRailwaySocietychairman

AlanMackie ledtheenthusiastic
volunteers.TheyarrivedatGlengonnar
Halt, the lines’current terminus,propelled
upfromLeadhillsbydiesel locomotive
Lucewiththe line’sdiggeronaflat

wagon, readytostartwork.Thefence
wasremovedshortlyafter10am,andthe
excavatormoved intothecutting,as the
firstLWRvehicle toaccess thetrackbed
towardsWanlockhead.
“We’rediggingtestpitsat50metre

intervalsalongthecessatbothsides
of thecuttingtotestwhat thesoil
conditionsare,”saidAlan.“Thatwill allow
ustoworkoutwheretherockbaseof the
cutting liesandhowmuchballastwe’ll
needto leveland lineandkeep itdry.”
Water in thecutting,unusedsincethe

trackontheformerCaledonian light
railwaywhich linkedWanlockheadwith
ElvanfootontheWestCoastMainLine,
wasclosed in1938, isamajorchallenge,
especiallyasDumfriesandGalloway
Council roadsengineershave laidapipe
fromagullyontheroadabovewhich
discharges intothecutting.
“I’m intalkswith thecouncilengineers

about thisandthey’reveryhelpful, said
Alan.“Oncewe’vedugourowntrack
drainsalongthecutting,wecandivert
theroadwater intothem.
“Justaschallenging,however, is the

fact that thesiteofournewstation for
Wanlockhead isona1-in-40gradient,
andtheOfficeofRail andRoadstipulates
thatyoucan’tbuildastationunless it is
at1-in-500, sowe’rehavingtoraiseand
level the line for400metres intothe
stationarea.”
Wanlockheadstationwillbeasimple

affairwithoneplatform,a run-round
loop,aheadshunt,nameboardandno
buildings, tokeepcostsdownandto
simplifyplanningprocesses.Alansays
that trainswill arrive thereby2020,with
the firstphaseof thework, levelling
thetrackbedanddraining it readyto
receivesleepersandrails, completeby
August2018.

The trial pitswereall excavatedand
filledbackinbycloseofplayonAugust17,
theresults showingnotonlywasthe
standardgauge line’soriginalashballast
still extantbelowthecurrentground
level,but thatall thepits showedthat the
cesscouldbedugwithoutcomplications
alongthe line.
“Todaywasareally specialone for

everyone involved,”saidAlan. ”We’ve
beenwaiting for thisday for20yearsand,
at times,webelievedthat itwouldnever
come,but ithasandwe’reonourway.
“Therailwayandthe local tourist

economywillbeboostedenormously
bytheextensionwhichwill allow
passengers toarrive intoWanlockhead
which ishometotheMuseumofLead
Miningandtheworld’soldest lending
library. It’snowamatterofworking
steadily, andcompletingtheengineering
necessary toallowtrains to run.”

Ellie is Lappa Valley’s
latest steam locomotive
ANEW-build locomotivewhichhad
steamedonlyahandfulofoccasions
since itwasoutshopped in2006has
begunanewcareeraspartof theLappa
ValleySteamRailway fleet inCornwall.
Built in2006bytheExmoorSteam

Railway foraprivate12¼ingarden
line,0-4-2TElliewassteamedononlya
handfulof times.
Ellie returnedto itsbuildersatExmoor

where it remainedforseveralyears,
until thewinterof2016-17when itwas
rebuiltandregaugedto15inso itcould
workatLappaValley,where itarrived
onAugust8.
Althoughverysimilar to the line’sother

residentExmoorengineRuby,Ellie is
considerablymorepowerful tohaul
theheavier trainsandslightly larger
–makingEllieaverycomfortable

locomotive todriveandbepulledby.
Joiningthe line’sother recentaddition,

thedieselCityofDerby,Elliewillbe
workingonthemain line takingvisitors
inandoutof the leisurepark,where
facilitieshavebeenexpandedthis season.
Therailway is laidonpartof the

trackbedof theGWRbranchfrom
NewquaytoPerranporth,StAgnes
andChacewater,and isbasedatSt
NewlynEast.
Celebratingmorethan40yearsof

operation, the railwayand leisurepark
areownedandmanagedbyKeithand
SaraSouthwell.Thecoupleareheavily
involved inaprogrammeofsignificant
enhancements for the leisureparkover
thenext fiveyearswithaviewtomaking
LappaValley the‘mustvisit’attraction in
Cornwall.Ellie is the latest addition to theLappaValleySteamRailway’s fleet. LVSR

NEWS

Thegroundbreakingvolunteers showtheyareup
for it. Left to right: TerryNicholson, Eddie Lund,Alan
Mackie,DarrenWelsh,RobertMcCartney,Martin
Hollingsworthand,on thedigger,GrahamPascal.
HUGHDOUGHERTY

Right: Thehistoricmoment the fence camedownat
GlengonnarHalt.HUGHDOUGHERTY
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Lister petrol
loco goes
full circle
DIMINUTIVE2ftgauge1½ton, four-
wheelListerpetrol locomotiveNo.6299
returnedtooperationonAugust28after
45yearsof staticdisplayandstorage.
TheR-type locomotive,poweredby

a600ccJAPengine, re-enteredservice
at theWestonzoylandLightRailway
atWestonzoylandPumpingStation
nearBridgwater inSomerset following
anextensiveoverhaulbymember
JasonKeswick.
Althoughnot fullycomplete, itwas

sufficiently faradvancedtoworktrains
duringtheannual railwaygala,bothsolo
andwith thevenue’s formerSomerset
peatworksdieselLister.
Unlikepreviousyears therewasno

visiting locomotive for theevent,as
arrivalof thisnewmemberof stockwas
consideredtobesufficientlynoteworthy.
Indeed, therehasnotbeenanyaddition
orchanges totheresident locomotives
sincedieselListerNo.34758arrived
back inJune1984,when it joinedex-
SevernTrentWaterAuthorityMotorRail
No.40S310.
No.6299hasbeen inactive formore

thanhalf its82years,but isnevertheless
amuch-travelled locomotive. Itwas

ListerNo. 6299back inactionatWestonzoylandPumpingStation. PETER NICHOLSON

deliverednewtoJohnBoard&CoLtd,
DunballPortlandcementand limeworks
nearBridgwater in1935.
Followingclosureof thenarrowgauge

system in1954 itwassold toTrollope&
Colls Ltd,HowickWhinstoneQuarry,
Northumberland. It sawvery littleuse
thereand languished in thevery
exposedquarryuntil rescued for
preservationbyownerPeterNicholson
inearly1968. ItwasmovedtoBrockham
Museum,nearDorking, Surrey,where it
wasrestoredintheopenair tooperational
conditionover thenext fewyears.
However, it apparentlynever ran there

as itwasalwaysconfined toan isolated

pieceof track. Itwas taken toFarnham,
Surrey foroperationonaportable lineat
the1971 townshow, running for the first
time inpreservationonAugust28-30.
Itwinteredat theWeyValleyLight

Railway, Farnhamwhereusedonavery
fewoccasionsbefore returning to‘static
display’atBrockham.
No.6299 joined thehugenarrow

gaugecollectionatGloddfaGanol,
BlaenauFfestiniog in July1978. Later, it
returned toSomersetandwasstoredat
variousprivate sitesuntil being loanedto
theDevonRailwayCentre in June1998.
InOctober 2014, arrangements

weremade forNo. 6299 tobe loaned

foruseatWestonzoylandonce it had
been restored tooperational condition,
aprojectundertakenby Jasonand
MartinKeswick in theirworkshops
nearTaunton,where itwas completely
strippeddownand rebuilt includinga
replacement JAPengine retrieved from
a rotavator. It arrivedatWestonzoyland
for trial runs just fourdaysprior
to thegala.
Its return topublicoperationon

August 28, exactly 46years to theday it
first ranpassenger trains inpreservation,
wasagreatcoincidence,as is the fact that
it isnowbased just fivemiles fromwhere
it ranwhennew.
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Thenewcarriage storage
facility at Embsaywas
erected in10days.
SPANLITE UK

TheRoyal Trainbeing shuntedatWolverton
WorksonNovember19, 2016. PHILMARSH

Historic England threatens judicial
review over Wolverton Works
ByPhilMarsh

ASREPORTED inHR issue231, the first
stageof theso-called‘redevelopment’of
WolvertonWorksbypropertydeveloper
StModwencommencedonJuly3.
This involved landclearanceofa

formerworkshopandtraverser area
revealing rail, hawsersandother related
materials. Partsof the famousmile-long
10ft-highworksbrickwallwill alsobe
demolishedaspartof thiswork.
Planningconsentwasgranted in

August2015 toclear the landand
thenbuildadiscount supermarketbut
crucially, therewasnoapplication forany
demolitionsoughtorgranted.
Ina secondplanninghearingon

November17,2016StModwenwas
grantedoutlineplanningconsent to
demolish95%of thebuildingson the
restof thesitedespite thewholearea
beingcontainedwithinaconservation
area.Theapplicantpromised thatno
demolitionwould takeplacebefore
detailedplanningapprovalhadbeen
granted in several years’time.

Third hearing
At thishearing, itwasagreedbyMilton
Keynes’planners that theSection106
funding levywouldbe£3million,
£750,000belownationalplanningpolicy
guidelines, andaffordablehousing levels
set at12%–whennationalguidelines
suggest30%is theacceptable level.
However, thewholeproject took

on twodifferentaspects inAugust.A
thirdplanninghearingwasheldon
August3 todiscuss theS106 funding
andaffordablehousing levels, anda
lateagenda itemwas thedemolition
ofa50-year-oldbuildingaspartof the
groundclearanceworks.Thismeeting
wasattendedbyHistoricEngland’s south
eastplanningdirectorAndyBrownwho
hadbeencontactedbyPhillipWebb,a
localobjector, about theoverall scheme
andunauthoriseddemolition.

MrBrownwrote toPhiliponAugust
10saying:“Theconservationarea status
of thebuildingsought tobesufficient to
safeguard thecharacterandappearance
ofWolverton.Buildingswhichmakea
positivecontribution to theconservation
areashouldbe treatedasdesignated
heritageassets, and themain railway
buildingsquiteobviouslydomakea
positivecontribution.
“I amstill hopeful that theapplication

will becalled in so that there is aproper
debateabout themeritsof theproposals
atapublic local inquiry.Failingthat,we
willgiveserious thoughta judicial review
becauseof theabsurdityof theargument
put forwardbytheplanningofficer inhis
advice tomembers.

‘Inadvertent’demolition
PlanningofficerAllenSackbukerhas
been informedthatStModwen’sclaim
that thenewworks’buildingswillneed
toaccommodate10-car trainsdefies the
lawsofphysicsas thereceptionsidings
onHavershamBankareonlyninecars
long.MrSackbukerhadtoldtheplanning
committeetodiscount this factamong
othersat theNovemberhearing.
StModwenhadengagedTomlinsons

as site clearancecontractor for the
twoacresofdisused landbut the

firm‘inadvertently’demolisheda
397 sqmetrebuildingwithoutplanning
consent. Thisdemolition, insidea
conservationarea,wasreportedtoMilton
KeynesCouncilplannersbyobjectors
whowere informedthatStModwen
mustnowapply for retrospective
planningconsent for thedemolition.
Thecouncil’s interimdevelopment

managementmanagerKatyLycett said:
“Demolitionofabuilding isgenerallynot
classedas‘development’andtherefore
planningpermission isnotusually
needed.However, thedemolitionof
certainbuildingswillneedapproval from
the localplanningauthoritybeforehand.
In thiscase,being inaconservation
area,anapplication forplanning
permissionshouldhavebeensubmitted
forconsideration. Unfortunately
thecompany(StModwen) failed,by
apparentgenuineerror, tocarryout this
process.Wehavemadethemawareof
theconcerns thecouncilhas regarding
thismatterandhavesought their full
explanation.
“There isanacceptanceoferroron

behalfof thedeveloper indemolishing
thisbuilding,andanapology for their
actions.Thereasonwasgivenasanerror
bycontractorswhohavemistakenly
includedtheseworks in their remit.”

AStModwenspokesmansaid:“Due
toaregrettableerror, asmall, flat-roofed
1960s/70s toiletblockstructurewas
wronglydemolishedaspartof the
works todeliver thenewLidl. Wehave
been indiscussionswithMiltonKeynes
Councilplanningofficersandwillnow
besubmittingaretrospectiveplanning
application for itsdemolition.“Wehave
apologisedformally for themistakeand
havereassuredthecouncil thatnofurther
demolitionwill takeplace,without the
correctpermissions inplace.”

Royal Train in doubt
Theoperatorof theworks, Knorr-
Bremse, hasnot announcedanymajor
neworders for some timeand it could
be theworkforceof just under500may
have to relyon theChineseNational
RailwayCorporationwinningHS2
contracts tokeepWolvertonoperating
asa railwayworks.
The futureof theRoyalTrain isalso in

doubt followingtheretirementof the
DukeofEdinburgh.Howmuchworkhis
saloonNo.2908will see fromnowin is
alsosubject to localdebate. It couldbe
theworld’soldestcontinuouslyopen
standardgaugerailwayworksandthe
RoyalTrain,built andbasedtheresince
1869,mayhaveadistinctly limited future.

New Embsay carriage
shed built in 10 days!
TENmore coacheson the Embsay
&BoltonAbbey SteamRailwaywill
nowbeprotected from theelements
following the completionof a £37,000
new instant carriage shed.
The164ft long storage facility,which

adjoins the line’s 20-year-old sheds,was
designedandbuilt by SpanliteUKLtd in
just 10days fromstart to finish.
Themodernportal frame

constructionuses formedgalvanised
structural sections tobuild the
supporting framework. Cladding is
industry standardTataplasticol coated

formed steel sheet.Thebuilding is
key addition to the railway’s carriage
restoration initiative.
A railway spokesman said:“This

ongoingproject recognises that no
longerwill‘steamage’rolling stock
be cascaded fromTrainOperating
Companies.Therefore, theheritage
railway industry needs to conserve
whatwehave,while puttingourMk.1
fleet througha rebuildprogramme.
“At the Embsay engineering

workshop, completed10 years ago,
this involves rebuilt ends, overhauled

couplinggear andcorridor connections,
andunderneath, replacementpipework
for brakes andheating. bogies
overhauledwith all brake links, pins,

cylinders andwheels turned.
Virtually all of thiswork is being

carriedoutbyourgrowing carriage and
wagon team.
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DinmoreHall carrying its ‘100,000
miles inpreservation’ headboard
atMinehead.DMLL The York Area Group teamat the Poppleton recycling centre, withwhat looks

like another nearly full container. From left are: Simon Cox,MickWatson,
MikeMcDonald, DoreenWilliams, JohnMeredith, JohnHasler andGraham
Robinson.NYMR

The replicaof Trevthick’s 1802 locomotivebeing towed toShrewsburyby steam.
JAMES HAMILTON

ONAUGUST7,WR4-6-0No.7820
DinmoreManor, ran its100,000thmile
inpreservationat theWestSomerset
Railway,where it isonhire for the
summerseason.
At a fuel consumption rateof circa30

miles to the tonof coal, that represents
over3300 tonsof coal andequates to
theequivalentof 2439 round tripsof
theWest SomersetRailwaywhere it has
recorded themajorityof themiles in
preservation.
DinmoreManorwasthe firstof the

BR-built classmembers,enteringservice
onNovember20,1950. BRfailedto
keepmileagerecords for locomotives
upuntil theendofsteam,soDinmore
Manor’s finalmileage inBRownership
isuncertain.However, it isknownithad

rackedup421,268milesbyJanuary13,
1964, theremainderupuntilwithdrawal
onNovember6,1965beingunrecorded.
Tomarktheoccasion,manymembers

of itsowninggroup,DinmoreManor
LocomotiveLtd,madethe journeyto
Minehead inorder toridebehind itwitha
speciallycommissioned‘100,000miles in
preservation’headboard.
The locomotive iscurrentlybasedon

theGloucestershireWarwickshireRailway.
Theother locomotiveownedby

DinmoreManorLocomotiveLtdthathas
steamedinpreservation,Collett2-8-0
No.3850, rackedup80,000miles inher
first ticketandonceherheavygeneral
overhaulatToddington iscomplete, it too
willbe lookingto join its stablemate in
recording100,000miles inpreservation.

Dinmore Manor clocks up
100,000 miles in preservation

ONFRIDAY,August25, Ironbridge’s
BlistsHillVictorianTown’s replicaof
RichardTrevithick’s1802Coalbrookdale
locomotivewastransportedtothe
August27-28ShrewsburySteamRally
usingaFowler steamroad locomotive.
TheCoalbrookdale locomotive is

thought tobeacollaborationbetween
theCornishminingengineerand
Shropshire ironmasterWilliamReynolds.
In1802,27yearsbeforeStephenson’s

Rocket,workbeganonthe
constructionofwhatwouldhavebeen
theworld’s first railway locomotive
atCoalbrookdale ironfoundry.
Unfortunatelyayear laterWilliam
Reynoldsdiedandtheprojectwas
nevercompleted.
In1989,a teamofapprenticesatGKN

SankeyofTelfordbeganconstruction
of thenever-completed locomotive.
Withtheadditional inclusionofa few

safetyadditions, suchasatrailingdriver’s
platform, itwas launched intoserviceat
BlistsHill in1990.
Sincethen ithas runonastretch

ofdemonstrationtrackbesidethe
ShropshireCanalat themuseumon
selectedspecialeventdays. Thisyear,
aspartof themuseum’sdrive toraise
awarenessof theworking industrial
aspectof themuseum, the locomotive
wasbookedtoappearat theShrewsbury
SteamRally.Toaddpromotional impact it
wasdecidedtohaul theenginethere
usingaroadsteamlocomotive.
Within themuseum’scollectionwasa

suitable flatbedtrailermanufacturedby
Foden. Ahasty restorationof itbeganat
easterandwascompleted literallyhours
before the journey.
Theroad locomotivewasFowler

No.13141of1913 Jo, drivenbyGuyand
HelenDebes. Theentire roadtrain,which

‘Can do’ Moorsline fundraising
experts recycle for final time
THENorthYorkshireMoorsRailway’s
YorkAreaGroup–which raises vital
funds for the line through recycling
paper andaluminiumproducts –has
closeddownafter 30years.
In that time, thevolunteershave

recycledover3100 tonsofwastepaper
andcardboard, seven tonsof aluminium
cans, 32 tonsof aluminiumfoil and103
tonsofglass, raisingover£113,000.
Thegroup, a registeredcharity in its

own right, begancollectingwastepaper
in theoldwaiting roomonPickering
station in late1973.
Ayear later thegroupmoved to the

locationatPoppletonon theoutskirts
ofYork,where theyenjoyed rent-free
accommodationwith threeownersover
theyears.
As this location isnowrequired for

redevelopment, thegroup’soperations
ended inAugust.
Thegrouphas raised funds for a

varietyofprojects including the railway’s
rolling stock. Projectshave included
fundingand repairing theNYMR’s track
maintenancevehicles,whicharenow
highlymechanisedwithevermore
sophisticatedandcostly equipment

used for tamping, aligningand levelling
the trackbed.Thegrouphasalso funded
andhelpedmaintain the railway’s
‘behind the scenes’rolling stock for
carrying rails, sleepers, ballast, andother
permanentwayequipment.
It hasalso fundedotherworks include

theupgradingof lineside furniture
suchasmileposts, gradient andwhistle
boards.Membershavealsohad
fabricatedanderectedapair of rather
fine signs tomarkGoathlandSummiton
the railway, close to thewhere theLyke
Wakecrosses the lineat Ellerbeck, and
manyother smallerprojects.
NYMRgeneralmanagerChris Price

said:“TheYorkAreaGrouphasbeen
an integral part in the railway’swider
fundraisingeffort andwithout the
group’s valuable supportover thepast
30yearsmanyof theprojectswould
nothavecome to fruition.Manyof the
projects carriedoutby thegrouphave
beenvital for the railway’sdevelopment.
“The railwaycosts around£6.4million

eachyear tooperateandwithout
fundraisinggroups like theYorkArea
Group,wewouldnotbeable tokeep
the railway functioning.”

Steam haulage transports ‘first’ locomotive to rally

includeda livingvanand landrover,
weighed inatabout25tons.
Theyhadover20miles totravelon

aroutethat followedtheRiverSevern
andtookthemthroughthecentreof
Shrewsbury.
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Weardale toenjoyPolarblast again
THEWeardaleRailwaywill again
be runningUS-stylePolar Express
trains this year.
Applications in response toa

jobadvertisement for actors to
play roles in the storyhavebeen

flooding in,withauditions taking
place inSeptember. Last year,
more than75actorswere involved
eachnight, playing thepartof the
conductor, dancingchefs andof
courseSanta.

044 News_233.indd 45 13/09/2017 14:56:02



46 Heritagerailway.co.uk

REAL STEAM DAYS

Steam in the North East was in rapid
retreat as the end of 1965 approached
but with survivors still to be found at

Tweedmouth, Blyth, Tyne Dock, Sunderland,
West Hartlepool, Darlington, York, Hull
and Leeds Neville Hill. Most of the loco
sheds by 1960 standards were primitive and
had been unaltered since the day they were
built, providing poor working conditions.
Ironically, by contrast, the last steam shed
built in Britain– at Thornaby in 1958,
complete with brand-new modern facilities
for steam – was already 100% diesel. Express
passenger services were all diesel so that steam
was used only on freight and coal traffic.
The planned closure of Darlington North

Road works in April 1966 meant the end of
steam was near, and steam engines would
work out their last mileage, usually about
60,000 miles, until something failed on the
boiler or motion. At best, most enthusiasts
thought steam would last in the area until
June 1967.
Against this backdrop, BR announced

in early December 1965 the final run of a
Peppercorn A1 Pacific using the last survivor,
No. 60145 Saint Mungo, between York and
Newcastle on December 31 (New Year’s Eve),
1965. This train was to be the last express,
scheduled steam train in the North East and

The final 18months leading to the end of BR steam
operation in the North East sawmany last steamworkings.
Maurice Burns recalls his memories of that time, and the
efforts of many enthusiasts to clean up some of the
worn-out old engines ensuring steam bowed out in style.

NORTH
Steam Farewell
EASTERN
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interest was predictably widespread. Everyone
thought something special would happen
that night, with no speed limit for steam.
On the northbound run the A1 caught up
diesel expresses hampering any high-speed
running. However, with a clear road ahead
on the return run back to York, 100mph was
reached. A day of sadness and excitement,
yet remarkably there was no one to harness
these emotions and form an A1 Preservation
Society, and within six months Saint Mungo
went for scrap.
In the first months of 1966, Darlington still

had a handful of engines left for just local
freight traffic, but this shed closed in March
1966, virtually the same time as North Road
works.

Idyllic branch line
Better news was the discovery a three-mile
branch from Alnmouth, on the East Coast
Main Line, to Alnwick, remarkably still had
a scheduled two-coach passenger working,
hauled by Tweedmouth shed’s K1 2-6-0s.
This was the idyllic branch line, with a small
steam shed at the main line junction and a
destination being the magnificent Alnwick
station that still stands today. It was certainly
a line that should never have closed. Its days
of steam working were numbered and with

Suchwas thedemand for coal fromSouthHetton
colliery inFebruary1967,NER J270-6-0No. 65833
waspressed into serviceonaSunday.Despite the
front-end steam leaks,No. 65833battlesup the

1-in-44SeatonBank,with coal emptiesblackening
the sky in theprocess.MAURICE BURNS

LNERV22-6-2No. 60836, allocated toDundee,wasacquiredby control tohelpouta steamshortage in the
NorthEast. It is seendeparting fromAlnmouthwith the9.50amtoAlnwick–amixed train consistingof
cattlewagons, parcel vanandpassenger coaches–onMay30, 1966. In thedistance, a freight train crosses
Alnmouthviaducton theEastCoastMainLine.MAURICE BURNS

Above: The last scheduled
expresspassenger steam
train in theNorthEast ran
fromYork toNewcastleon
December31, 1965,hauledby
the last LNERA1Pacific.
No. 60145SaintMungo is seen
standingatNewcastle shortly
after its arrival, surrounded
byenthusiasts.On the return
run toYork, 100mphwas
reached.MAURICE BURNS

In addition toworking theAlnwickbranch,No. 60836wasalsopressed into serviceoncoal traffic normally
handledby J270-6-0s. It is seenapproachingAlnmouthon theECML fromacollierynearMorpethon
May29, 1966.MAURICE BURNS

Right: InMarch1966, LNER
K1No. 62021 standsat
Alnwick stationand is in the
processofbeing cleanedby
thephotographerand the
fireman,beforedeparting for
Alnmouth.MAURICE BURNS
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Left: The final steamworkingon theAlnmouth toAlnwickbranchwashauledbyTyneDock’sBRStandard9F
2-10-0No. 92099on June18, 1966.Anenthusiastplacesawreathon the smokeboxprior to the last journey.
MAURICE BURNS

Above: This rural scene captures the spirit of theWoodburnbranch. Localpeople, including children, have
comeout to see theThursday-only freight train in this remote locationatWoodburn. The fully loadedcoal
lorry andaFordConsul canbe seen in thedistance,whileNER J270-6-0No. 65842hasmarshalled its train
ready fordeparture toMorpethonSeptember22, 1966.MAURICE BURNS

NERJ270-6-0No. 65842, cleanedovernightbyenthusiasts, departs
Woodburnwith the return freight toMorpethonSeptember22, 1966
– thiswouldbe the last timea J27worked this train.MAURICE BURNS

to transform its neglected state for the last
steam train to Alnwick.
Even with Tweedmouth, Alnmouth and

Leeds Neville Hill closing in June 1966, there
were still discoveries to be made, but just in
time. One was the former North British line
from Morpeth to Riccarton Junction on the
Waverley Route that still remained open as
far as Woodburn for a Thursday-only freight
train to serve the Army camp. South Blyth
supplied a NER J27 0-6-0 to work this freight
through open countryside – far different to
the colliery workings. Enthusiasts polished
No. 65842 for the last working to Woodburn
of a J27 before the line closed for good.

Lone piper
The closure was marked on October 2, 1966
by a special excursion from Newcastle called
‘The Wansbeck Piper’, hauled by Ivatt 4MT
2-6-0s Nos. 43000 and 43063. As the last
departure fromWoodburn approached,
a lone piper played the Northumberland
pipes and on that particularly still evening
it could be heard for miles. With the pipes
still playing, the last train departed with
the double exhaust of Nos. 43000 and 43063
making a fine sight on a beautiful autumn
evening. It brought to an end a branch line

fondly remembered by many. There were no
railway or steam locomotive preservation
societies in the North East at that time but
the ‘Wansbeck Piper’ saw much press and TV
coverage, with great sadness at the loss. This
public fascination for the steam age may have
been a factor in the formation of the North
Eastern Locomotive Preservation Group a few
weeks after this line’s closure.
As the end of 1966 approached, the North

East now had just a few types of engines left of
classes K1, B1, J27, Q6, Ivatt 2-6-0s and WD
2-8-0s, all in quite poor external condition,
having never seen an engine cleaner for years.
The hardest working engines on the steep

gradients were from Tyne Dock, Sunderland
and West Hartlepool. These gradients would
vary from 1-in-50 to 1-in-44 – so steep the
noise and high black smoke saw enthusiasts
suddenly realise the importance of these lines
and the vintage J27 and Q6 that worked them.
Even though the sheds had no maintenance
facilities they were still diagrammed on bonus
work; the faster they went the more money
the crew made. Pity the poor fitter who had to
keep them going!
During the winter period, even on Sundays,

one would see J27s working up the 1-in-44
Seaton Bank, such was the demand for coal
for power stations and homes at that time.

friendly crews so typical of the North East,
the fireman would help enthusiasts such as
myself, clean his engine at Alnwick station in
front of the waiting passengers!
Sometimes, by chance, unusual discoveries

were made. One such event was on returning
from Scotland in May 1966. I found, in
Alnmouth shed, one of the last operational
V2 2-6-2s from Dundee that control had
‘acquired’ to help out with a North East steam
engine shortage. This saw the V2 working
local loose-coupled coal trains to NCB
collieries and the passenger trains to Alnwick.
Between trains on Almouth shed I managed
to clean the V2 No. 60836 on one side in 45
minutes. The closure of Tweedmouth and sub

shed at Alnmouth was scheduled for
June 18, 1966 and K1

No. 62011 was polished for
the last day. Remarkably,
a 9F from Tyne Dock
was sent to Alnmouth
to work the last
trains and this too
was pounced upon
by enthusiasts on

Alnmouth shed
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Surprisingly, with the demise of steam,
there was a shortage of steam crews. In
February 1967, York MPD borrowed LMS
Jubilee 4-6-0 No. 45675 Hardy from Leeds
Holbeck for a week to pass out new firemen
and drivers. It would work the Red Bank
empty vans from York to Newcastle.
With such a celebrity locomotive on our

doorstep, enthusiasts cleaned her up in the
roundhouse that is now the National Railway
Museum, and even painted the bufferbeam
and whole smokebox, and no one said a word.
Beside the Jubilee on shed there were some

of the last work-stained class B1s. It was at
about this time that George Priestley formed a
B1 Preservation Society that, with the help of
the ARPS, ultimately saw the preservation of
No. 61306.
Another Jubilee, No. 45562 Alberta,made an

East Coast Main Line appearance onMay 6,
when the RCTS ran a ‘North East No. 3’
railtour to Skinningrove andWhitby, with the
Jubilee working as far as Middlesbrough.
The date of May 20, 1967 was a day

Ivatt 4MT2-6-0sNos. 43063and43000 steam
throughKnowsgatewith theoutward legof the
‘WansbeckPiper’ railtour fromNewcastleon
October2, 1966.MAURICE BURNS

In the roundhouseof Sunderland shed,home to the lasthandful of J27s, adriveruses considerableeffort to
turnhis engine– J270-6-0No65882– inAugust1967.MAURICE BURNS

LMSJubilee4-6-0No. 45675Hardy stands inYork shed,nowtheNationalRailwayMuseum, inFebruary1967.
Theenginehad received considerableattentionbyenthusiastswhounofficially cleaned it prior toHardy
working theRedBankvans toNewcastle for crewtraining. In contrast, alongside is awork-stainedLNERB1
4-6-0No. 61238.MAURICE BURNS

The last train fromWoodburn– the ‘WansbeckPiper’
railtour –departs fromWoodburnonOctober2, 1966
inperfect evening light. It is hauledbyLMS Ivatt 4MT
2-6-0sNos. 43000and43063.MAURICE BURNS
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I was looking forward to. The Stephenson
Locomotive Society was running the ‘Three
Dales Railtour’, featuring K1 2-6-0 No. 62005
working up Wensleydale, Swaledale and
Weardale. The K1, which had been on
Royal Train duty in March, was moved
from Heaton to West Hartlepool the night
before for servicing. Here, it was cleaned
up before picking up the empty stock,
brought down the coast by diesel. Just after
sunrise it departed West Hartlepool for
Stockton to pick up passengers with just one

photographer other than myself to witness
it. After the excitement of seeing the ‘Three
Dales Railtour’ it was a sad return to South
Blyth to see the closure on May 28. This shed
was once the home to dozens of J27s. There
were now just two left, with No. 65879 being
cleaned up by enthusiasts and appropriate
headboard ‘Farewell South Blyth Steam’ fitted
to mark the occasion. Its final working was
wagon recovery from the demolition of the
Woodburn branch. Such was the condition of
the J27 fleet at Sunderland they were all sent

for scrap in June 1967, except one – ex-York
engine No. 65894. The marginally better J27s
from Blyth – Nos. 65789, 65795, 65855, 65860,
65879, 65882, 65804, 65811 and 65892 – were
transferred to Sunderland, the last outpost for
the final days of operation of the J27s.

Royal train duty
Just two days later, onMay 30, Jubilee No. 45562
Alberta was moved to York for Royal Train
duty, taking the Duke of Edinburgh from York
to Ripon. Watching this train depart York at

Remarkably, steamwas still rostered forRoyal Trainduty sonear theendof
NorthEast steam.Here, at 5.45amonMay30, 1967, LMSJubilee4-6-0
No. 45562AlbertadepartsYork forRipon.MAURICE BURNS

NERJ270-6-0No. 65879–built atDarlington in1906, and theoldestof the class in
workingorder after 60yearsofwork–became the last engineoff SouthBlython the
day the shedclosedonMay28, 1967. It carries theappropriateheadboard ‘Farewell to
SouthBlythSteam’.MAURICE BURNS
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about 5.45am it seemed as if steam would last
forever, but there were only three months to
go. A sign of things to come was Gresley A4
Pacific No. 4498 Sir Nigel Gresley, ex-works
from Crewe and painted in garter blue livery,
sharing the roundhouse, now the NRM, with
Alberta.
The ‘Ashington Railtour’ on June 10, 1967

saw Alberta on North East duty again on the
ECML to Newcastle and Ashington, before
passengers were treated to a tour of the
Ashington NCB lines, hauled by 0-6-0T
No. 39 and riding in vintage Furness and
North Eastern carriages.
By July it was not sure how long steam would

last. North Blyth still had some Ivatt 4MTs,
Tyne Dock a few K1s, SunderlandWD 2-8-0s,
six J27s, and now down to just one Q6 0-8-0 –
No. 63395. West Hartlepool was little better
with some Ivatt 4MTs, WDs and one Q6 –
No. 63387. Despite the small quantity of
engines they were still working as hard as ever,
and enthusiasts were now descending on the
North East from all over the UK.
Steam on BR had now totally finished on the

Western, Southern and Scottish regions, where
even comparatively new engines were being
scrapped by the hundred, yet the North East
had the last pre-Grouping engines on BR still at
work. One engine, No. 65795, was working in
July 1967 after an amazing 61 years’ service.
Like many enthusiasts, in August 1967

I wanted to see the Jubilee on the Saturday
relief ‘Thames Clyde’ over the Settle and
Carlisle, but not miss out on the end of local

Right:No. 63387, the lastQ6operating fromWest
Hartlepool and the subject ofovernight cleaning,
catches theearlymorning sunon theNorthShore
branch. Emptieswerebeing taken fromWest
Hartlepool toStocktonMalleable Ironworkson
thenorthbankof theRiver Tees inAugust 1967.
MAURICE BURNS

steam.West Hartlepool’s last Q6 – No. 63387 –
was diagrammed to work a 6amWest
Hartlepool to Stockton steel train, and with
a perfect forecast for one Saturday I spent the
Friday night cleaning the engine. I was able
to photograph the Q6 many times just after
sunrise before driving over to Ribblehead to
see No. 45593 Kolhapur in full sun as well.
When on the S&C I remember telling friends
of my morning’s photography and they did not
believe me!
In August it was announced that North
Eastern steam would definitely finish on
September 9, 1967.
Enthusiasts would visit Tyne Dock to see

the last K1s andWest Hartlepool to see their
last Q6, WDs and 4MTs, but North Blyth
was largely forgotten because of just having
a handful of 4MTs. Sunderland South Dock
was without doubt the main destination,
with workings to nearby collieries such as
Silksworth, Hetton, Vane Tempest, Seaham
and Easington. There was no let-up in the hard
work these remaining engines did, still battling
up 1-in-44 gradients. All the shed staff turned
a blind eye to trespassing visitors and would
gladly give footplate rides if asked.

Above right: LNERK12-6-0
No. 62011, onceallocated toFort
William, later sawmuchservice
in theNorthEast.Here, in its final
daysofoperation, it bringsa coal
trainpast the fineNERsignalbox
andgantrynearTyneDock shed in
August1967.MAURICE BURNS

Above:NER J270-6-0No65789
departs fromAngertonwitha
demolition trainon theWansbeck
Valley line toMorpethonMay28,
1967, on thedaySouthBlyth closed
to steam.MAURICE BURNS

Left:HighlypolishedK1No.62005
departs fromWestHartlepoolwith
theemptystockof theSLS ‘Three
DalesRailtour’onMay20,1967.
MAURICE BURNS

Right:NER J270-6-0No. 65882
climbs the1-in-44SeatonBank
with coal empties fromSunderland
SouthDock toSouthHetton in
August1967.MAURICE BURNS
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Thursday, September 7 was the best day
because it was a clear blue sky all day. To
complicatematters, when I looked at the
diagramworking board, I could not believe it.
In addition to several J27s in action and

No. 63395,WD 2-8-0No. 90009 was
diagrammed to travel with loadedwagons of coal
to Consett steelworks on top of the Pennines up
the gruelling 1-in-40 gradients though Beamish.
On this day I wanted to be in several places at the

same time!Many enthusiasts worked through
the night cleaning every engine that was booked
to work the next day. Sleep did notmatter.
The day dawnedwith a beautiful sunrise, with

the first pictures of J27No. 65894 taken at 6am
as it travelled south down the coast. A dash to
Beamish saw the crew of No. 90009make a fine
exhaust as it climbed through Beamish with
deafening noise. This was the last steam on
the TyneDock to Consett line and only a few

enthusiasts knew about it.
A drive back to Sunderland sawQ6No. 63395

climb Seaton bank and visit Seaham colliery,
while 65894mademany trips to Silksworth.
On Friday, September 8, we were not so lucky

with the weather, but this would be the last J27
working on the evening to Silksworth. A suitable
headboard wasmade ‘Farewell to North East
Steam’ for the top bracket of 65894 and ‘1813 to
1967’ on the bottom bracket. A large blue star

ImmaculateNERQ60-8-0No. 63395, Sunderland’s last operationalQ6,brings
a loadedcoal train fromHyltonColliery intoMonkwearmouthonSeptember7,
1967.MAURICE BURNS

The North Eastern Preservation Locomotive Group,
owners of four unique surviving NER/LNER locomotives,
produced a book – Keeping North Eastern Steam Alive –
to celebrate its 50th anniversary last year. That has now
sold out, but a limited number of copies of the inside
story of NELPG are still available at WHSmith and some
railway bookshops. Further information about NELPG
is available from the secretary, Chris Lawson, 67 The
Mount, York YO24 1AX.

Asurprise in the last threedaysof steamfromSunderlandwasaworking to
Consett steelworks.HighlypolishedWD2-8-0No. 90009 climbs throughBeamish
on the1-in-40gradewith coal for the steelworks– the last steamtoConsett –on
September7, 1967.MAURICE BURNS

NERQ60-8-0No. 63395headsa load
of coal throughHallDene, Seaham,
bound for SunderlandSouthDock, on
September7, 1967.MAURICE BURNS
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LNERK12-6-0No. 62005brings theempty stockof theGainsboroughModel
RailwaySociety ‘NewcastleRailtour’ outofNewcastleonSeptember9, 1967–
the lastdayof steamworking in theNorthEast.MAURICE BURNS

signifying the connection withNewcastle Brown
Ale – a favourite beer at that time –was duly
fitted to the smokebox spindle. The shed staff
and footplate crews let enthusiasts do anything
on the last day as they too knew the importance
of the occasion.
The J27No. 65894, already selected for

preservation byNELPG,made one last charge of
the bank to Silksworth Colliery, with the crew
putting on a fine exhaust. It was hard to believe
wewere witnessing the end of coal wagons being
moved by steam engines on themain lines of the
onceNorth Eastern Railway, formed in 1854 –
113 years earlier.
The very last working of a different kind was

on Saturday, September 9, 1967 when there was
to be one last steaming of K1 2-6-0No. 62005.
Clearances of GWR 4-6-0No. 7029Clun Castle
to work the GainsboroughModel Railway
Society ‘Newcastle Rail Tour’ into Newcastle
were not sufficient, and the authorities decided
the K1would provide steam power from the
King Edward bridge to Newcastle Central and
take the stock toHeaton. Not to be outdone
by the Castle, cleaners hadmade a fine
job of No. 62005 that included painting a
copper-capped chimney to outshine the Castle!
This final steamworking brought to an end

steam traction in theNorth East. In the next
months and years that followed, NELPGwas
able, with steam enthusiast support, to save a J27
andQ6, while in time both a B1 andK1were also
saved from being scrapped.
Today, 50 years on from the end of BR steam

in theNorth East, the loco sheds, coal mines and
pit heaps are nomore.We should never forget
themenwho strove so hard all those years ago
to keep BR steam going and today’s volunteers
in the preservationmovement who continue the
effort to keep steam alive.

Above: The final steamworking from Sunderland
South Dock to Silksworth on September 8, 1967.
NER J27 0-6-0 No. 65894, carrying a headboard
‘North Eastern Steam Farewell’ and blue star,
climbs towards Silksworth Colliery for the last
time.MAURICE BURNS
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Photographed from a Cessna 150 from 700ft,
LNER A1 Pacific No. 60163 Tornado passes
the Rushcutters pub and River Green leaving
Thorpe Island, Norwich with UK Railtours’
‘Easterling’ from King’s Cross to Great
Yarmouth on August 28. MIKE PAGE
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ByCedric Johns

THE ScottishRailwayPreservation
Society’s ventureof running
steam-hauled trains fromLinlithgow
thoughFife to Edinburghandalong the
Borders line toTweedbankonAugust
Sundayshaspaidoff.
Latest reports fromBo’ness indicate

trainsweremostly fullwithpassenger
numberswithin strikingdistanceof
theprojected1,500-1,600 stated in last
month’sMain LineNews.
As also reportedeach trainhada

capacity of 420 seats and the first train
departingonSunday, August 6only
hadeight seats unsold aswe closed
for press.
The trains areoperatedbyWestCoast

and called atDunfermline, Kirkcaldy,
Dalgety Bay and EdinburghWaverley
after departing Linlithgow.
The first departurewasworkedby

‘Black Five’No. 45407, the 4-6-0 covering
forNo. 44871 aweek later onSunday,
August 13.
According toworking reports,

No. 44871hauled the last two trains on
Sunday, August 20 and27.
Totalmileage for each return trip

amounted to196miles or 784miles for
the four departures.
On reachingTweedbank, trains

werediesel-hauledback as far as
Newcraighall and turnedon the
Niddrie triangle toposition the4-6-0s
smokebox first for the return journey.
Anunconfirmed report indicated the

venture returnedaprofit, themoney
being retained to assistmaintenance

Scottish Borders steam trips proving popular

and restorationof the society’s
locomotives and rolling stock.
Asweclosed for press spokesman Jim

Patterson confirmedmore than1600

passengers travelledon the society's
Borders trains.
He added:“Wehope to repeat the

programmenext year.”

LMS ‘BlackFive’4-6-0No.44871
departs fromDunfermlinewith
theSRPSLinlithgowtoTweedbank
excursiononAugust20. IAN LOTHIAN

EXCLUSIVE

ByRobinJones

APRIL 14nextyear is theplanneddate
whenA1PeppercornPacificNo.60613
Tornadowill run its firstpublic90mph
main line tour.
Followingdiscussionsbetween

ownerTheA1SteamLocomotiveTrust,
NetworkRail and the trust’soperatorDB
Cargo, the landmark tripwill seeTornado
headout fromKing'sCrosson itsway
toYork.
The trust’soperationsdirectorGraeme

Bunker-Jamesconfirmedthekey
report following theearlier test runhad
been receivedanddemonstrated the
locomotivecanbeoperatedsafelyat the
higher speed.A1SLTcovenantorswere
beingadvisedof thegoodnews, and
tickets for the tripwereabout togoon
saleasweclosed forpress.
As reported in issue228, at3.42amon

Wednesday,April 12,Tornado reached

101mphduringa90mphproving run
betweenDoncaster,Newcastle-upon-
TyneandDoncaster,withagroupof
invitedguestsonboardanine-coach
train.Aswithothermain line-registered
steamlocomotives,Tornado is currently
limited to75mph,but the trustwants to
increase themaximumspeed to90mph
tobring it in linewithother trainson
thenetwork.

Monitoring the trial
The testswereorganised inpartnership
withDBCargoRail andNetworkRail and
tookplacewith rail industryengineers
andcertificationbodiesmonitoring
the trial.
During the test run,Tornadohad

toprove it could runat10%above its
desiredmaximumspeed.
On the return leg fromNewcastle

Central toDoncaster, instruments
measuredaspeedofbetween
100.5mpgand101mphbetweenRaskelf

andAlneon theapproach toYork.
The tests showedthe locomotive

operatedat90mph fora sustained
periodandalsoachieved101mphunder
these special conditionsand running
withclear signals.
Following thesuccessful test run, the

trust and its£3million locomotive faced
aseriesof certificationprocessesbefore
the first 90mphpublic trip could run. It
wasaimedtocomplete thecertification
by theendof this year.
Theground-breaking run,which

sawthe first 100mphrunbyasteam
locomotive in theUK forhalf a century,
andbeatLNERA4No.4464Bittern’s
94.5mphset inDecember2013,made
useofmodern technology toovercome
problemsexperiencedonsimilar runs in
the steamera.
At suchhigher speeds, themain

big-endbearingunderneath theengine
between the framescangetveryhot
and,beingawhitemetalbearing, cannot

beallowedtooverheat.On theoriginal
PeppercornA1s, aglass‘stinkbomb’,
fittedwithin the inner crank,would
shatter as themaximumtemperature
was reachedso that thecrewwould
‘smell’theyhadsustaineda failure.

21st-century solution
Ziconix, a firmwhich specialises
indevelopingend-to-end
communications systemswhichcan
operate indifficult environments, has
beenworkingwith the trust todevelop
a21st-century solution, in the formofa
wireless sensorwhich rotates inside the
bearingandwhich sends temperature
data andalerts to thecab tobe
displayedona screen.
The trust is alsoaiming todevelop

itsownrakeofMk.3coaches to run
behindTornado ,andeventually itsother
new-buildproject, the seventhGresley
P22-8-2No.2007PrinceofWales,at
highspeeds.

Tornado to haul ‘landmark’
first 90mph trip inApril 2018
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ByCedric Johns

WITH just two trips to go –
September 3 and 10 – this year’s
‘Torbay Express’passenger
loadings had already exceeded
those recordedduring last
summer’s trains.
The trains are run essentially as

a limited number of Sundays-only
trippers’specials betweenBristol
andKingswear.
Pathfinder’s generalmanager

PeterWatts, whoseGloucestershire-
basedoffice acts as promoters and
booking agents for RivieraTrains,
believes that despite, or rather
because of, the reduced value of the
pound sterling overseasmore and
more people are spending leisure
time andmoney in this country.
“Naturallywe are pleased,”he said,

confirmingClan Lineworked the
penultimate‘Express’on Sunday,
September 3, with Tornado ending

theTorbay seasonon September 10.
The use of the two4-6-2s also

marked the endof Pathfinder’s
steam-hauled excursions for
this year, but Peter added:“I am
planning to increase the number of
trainsworkedby steamnext year.”

During summertime
However, he prefers to runwith
steamduring summertime rather
thanmaking homeward trips in
the dark…
Pathfinder has two or three

interesting trips lined up featuring
heritage diesel haulage.
The first of these, ‘The Caledonian’,

offers the sound of two Class 50s
working between Crewe and
Glasgowon SaturdayOctober 7.
The train celebrates sister

publication TheRailway
Magazine’s120th anniversary,
the Golden Jubilee of the Class
50s andDiamond Jubilee of BR’s

‘Caledonian’and has been planned
in collaborationwith Pathfinder
Tours (ticketing), RivieraTrains,
GBRf.
The Class 50 Alliance starts from

Euston behind electric traction,
calling atWatford Junction,
Milton Keynes Central, Rugby
andNuneaton.
FromCrewe‘The Caledonian’will

beworked forward toGlasgow via
Shap and Carlisle and return by a
Class 86/87 to Euston.
On Saturday, October 21

Pathfinder’s ‘Swanage Belle’heads
for theDorset coast with aDeltic in
charge forwhat is almost certainly
the first time a class 55 hasworked
over the Purbeck Line.
The‘Belle’begins its day out from

Burton-on-Trent,making pick-up
stops atTamworthHigh Level,
New Street, Stourbridge Junction,
Droitwich,Worcester ShrubHill,
CheltenhamandCam&Dursley for

a Stroud road connection.
Heading south, No. 55009

Alycidon runs via Swindon, the train
setting down at Bournemouth,
Corfe Castle and Swanage.
Passengers alighting at

Bournemouth have the option of
reaching Swanage by public service
bus crossing thewater by the
Sandbanks ferry.

Trans-Pennine Deltic
Nodetails have yet been released
for Pathfinder’s final tour of the
year onDecember 30, which again
features No. 55009, theDeltic
working the‘Trans-PennineDeltic
Lament’recalling the dayswhen
the 55swere rostered towork BR
Newcastle to Liverpool services.
Themuch-delayed‘Western

Farewell’– postponed because
of the failure of one ofWestern
Champion’sMaybach engines – is
still set to run inMarch next year.

'TorbayExpress' summertimepassenger loadings steamingahead

ByCedric Johns

TALKINGabout the restorationof
bridge99 locatedon theKennet&Avon
Canal andoverlooking theBerks&
Hants Line, railwayphotographerTony
Bartlett cameupwith the idea setting
upadouble takeon the linesideas
reproducedon thispage.
“TheHelp forHeroes restorationof

bridge99hasbeencompletedand is
nowavailable foruseby thepublic”, he
said, adding that theareahasbeenused
unofficially formanyyearsby lineside
photographersbecause it provides
agrandstandviewof lineas it climbs
up thevalley throughCrofton to the

summit at Savernake”.
“The final touches includea flightof

stepsgiving safeaccess to theviewing
areaplus an interpretationpanel
describing thehistoryof thebridge”
“Iwaspresenton the site thismorning

WednesdaySeptember6when the
first steamtrainpassedbywhichby
coincidence,was theDownBelmond
‘BritishPullman’heading towardsBath
andBristol viaWestbury thatmorning
butwithTornado in charge instead
of ClanLine. I took theopportunity
to capture themoment - same train
(illustratedon thehistorypanel), same
photographer, samecamera, threeyears
later thanwhen I took the shotof the

Pullman trainbeingworkedbyClanLine.
The fact that theA1washeading the

trainwasapositioningmove,Tornado
was travelling toBristol prior toworking
the final‘TorbayExpress, Sunday
September10.
Onarrival atTempleMeads theA1

uncoupledallowingClanLine -which
hadworked its final commitmenton the
‘Express’SundaySeptember3 to take
the‘BritishPullman’back toVictoria...
OnSeptember23, 4-6-0No. 46100

RoyalScotheaded thePullman train
around theSurreyHills route inplace
of ClanLinewhichworkedUKRailtours
‘AtlanticCoast Express’ fromWaterloo to
Exeter that sameday.

Mentionof lineside signs stirred
memoriesof Southerndayswhen
a seriesof very large signswere
positioned in fields alongside the
Southampton-Bournemouthmain line,
The signs, large landscape in size

depictedaMerchantNavy4-6-2hauling
a rakeofgreencarriages.
The first twoor threecarried the

slogan,‘Youareapproaching the
StrongCountry’
The remainder fromBrockenhurst

onwards stated‘Youare in the
StrongCountry’.
In their day the signswereacleverway

of advertisingbeersbrewed byStrong&
CompanyofRomseynowalasnomore...

Photographer’s double take on new canal bridge!
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More steamworkings to
Stratford-upon-Avon?
ByCedricJohnsandRobinJones

THEannouncement thatWestMidlands
TrainsLimited (WMTL)haspledged
torunmorerush-hourcommuter
servicesbetweenStratford-upon-Avon
andBirminghamhasgivenrise tothe
possibilitiesof increasingsteamworking
ontheroute.
The increase in thenumberof

commuter trains ispartofa£1billion
improvementplansetoutbyWest
MidlandsTrainswhen it takesover
the franchise fromLondonMidland
inDecember.
WMTL isanewjointventurebetween

Dutch-basedcompanyAbellioand
Japanese-basedEast JapanRailway
CompanyandMitsui&Company.
Localpresssuggested‘thatmore

historic steamtrainscouldrunalong
theStratford-on-AvontoBirmingham
railway line…’
WMTLhasconfirmed itwasacondition

of its successfulbidtotheDepartment for
Transport that it talkedtoVintageTrains
aboutmoresteamservices.
AspokesmanforWestMidlandsTrains

wasreportedassaying:“Ourbidcommits

us toworkingwithVintageTrainsover the
courseof the franchiseand inparticular
for regular services toStratford from
SnowHill in thesummer.Wearekeen
to facilitate thisasmuchaspossible,
includingSaturdays”.
VintageTrains’commercialmanager

BenMasonsaid:“It isa long-termvision
forus toputmoresteamtrainson
the line.
“Britishpeopleseemto lovesteam

trains.WhenweareoutonSundays (with
the‘ShakespeareExpress’)weseehuge
numbersofpeoplewhoturnout tosee
thetraingoby.
“We’vehavehadtop-level talkswith

Abellioabout this,butweneedtofit into
thetimetableofcourse.
“Theyhavecommittedtorunning

moreservicesalongtheStratford line,
butcurrently there isabottleneckat
BirminghamSnowHillwhichneedsto
beaddressed.
“Wecan’tdisrupt thoseday-to-day

servicessoassoonas they (West
Midlands)haveconfirmedtheir timetable
we’ll seehowwecanfit in.”
PlacingtheStratfordbusiness into

perspective,Tyseley’schairmanMichael

WhitehousesaidWestMidlandsTrains
willbeoperatingdieselunits, and if
thereareadditional steamruns, itwillbe
VintageTrainswhichwillbetheproviders.
Is itpossible thatextra‘Shakespeare
Express’trainmight runonSaturdays?
Only timewill tell.
Michael said this summer’s

Shakespeareseason–worked
throughoutbyGWR4-6-0No.5043Earl
ofMountEdgcumbe–hadproduced
recordreceipts.
GWR4-6-0No.4965RoodAshtonHall

is stillwaiting forgaugingapproval tobe
signedoffbyNetworkRailhencetheuse
of theCastle.
Healso revealedthatcontrary topublic

opinion,Tyseleyhasyet tomakean
application forTrainOperatingCompany
status.“Wehavehelddiscussionswith
theOfficeofRoad&Railbutnothing
more,”hesaid.
MichaelandMarkGaskell, from

VintageTrains’development team,
recentlyhostedrepresentativesof
Stratford-on-AvonDistrictCouncil and
theGloucestershireWarwickshireRailway
onthe ‘ShakespeareExpress’todiscuss
aspectsofmutual interest relatingtothe

NorthWarwickshireLine,currentlybeing
marketedas theShakespeareLine,and
VT’sparcelof landat the formerGWR
Stratforddepot.
Thegroupalsodiscussedopportunities

whichwouldarise if thenational
railwaynetworkwaseverextended
fromStratfordtoHoneybourne, so
creatingthepotential fora through
route fromBirminghamtoCheltenham
Racecourseandacircular routethrough
Worcesterback toBirminghamfor the
‘ShakespeareExpress.’
Thisexchangeof informationmay

proveuseful todevelopingthese
concepts in futureyears inconjunction
withboththeGreaterBirmingham
MidlandsEngineandStratford’s tourism
strategies,whichseektoconnect
suchopportunities.
Districtcouncil leaderChrisSaint,

who isalso leaderof theConservative
grouponthe localauthority, said:“Itwas
reassuringtohear thatVintageTrainshas
ambitiousplans for the future thatshould
guaranteeextendedsteamactivity in
Stratford.Thatcanonlybewelcomeina
townthathas thetouristcredentialsof
Stratford-upon-Avon.”

GWR4-6-0No. 5043EarlofMountEdgcumbe
passesHattonNorth JunctionwithVintageTrains’

‘ShakespeareExpress’ onAugust 27.MARTIN CREESE
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SRMerchantNavyPacificNo. 35028Clan
Lineheads the ‘TorbayExpress’ pastCogload

JunctiononAugust 20. STEPHENGINN

WITH FULL REGULATOR
LOCOMOTIVE PERFORMANCE THEN AND NOW

ByDonBenn

THIS time I amgoing tocover theworkof twoPacifics
recently returned to themain line–No. 35028ClanLine
andNo. 70013OliverCromwell.
Before I get to theworkofClanLineon the‘Torbay

Express’Imust layaghostwhichhasarisenagain
among the largeamount thathasbeenwritten
recently about theexploits of theBulleidPacifics in the
last fewyearsof steam. In the July issueofour sister
journalTheRailwayMagazine,KeithFarr refers toan
alleged110mph runwithClanLineonDecember14,
1966, twodaysafter the103mphexploitwith the same
engine,which Iwason.The respected journal of the
RailwayPerformanceSocietyalso covers the110mph
run in somedetail. Unfortunately itwasa complete
fabricationason thatday the train concerned, the
5.30pmfromWeymouth,washauledbyNo. 35008
(Iwason it) andwasanordinary runwithadifferent
driver to theoneon theallegedhigh-speedexploit.
The source is said tobean InspectorHAndrews,

thoughhaving talked toenginemenandothers around
at that time it appears thatno suchpersonexistedand
inanycaseno inspectorwouldhave tolerated such
excess speedingwhileon the footplate. So this run
canbeconsigned to folkloreas simplyuntrue. Iwould
bepleased topublisha retraction if anyonecanprove
mewrong.
So, to the‘TorbayExpress’onSunday, September3.

After aweekof fineweather the forecast for thatday

wasnot verygoodandsureenoughonourdrivedown
toBristol the rain startedand itwas topersist all day,
sometimesbeing torrential,withan inevitable effect
on locomotiveperformance, especiallyon theDown
run.The stockofour9.10amtoKingsweardidnot
arriveuntil just afterdeparture timesoa late startwas
inevitable.Asusual the trainenginehad to shunt its
ownstockandmaybe this contributed to thedelay.
The trainof 11coachesplus support coach, 12 in

all, totalled424 tons tareor around460 tonsgross,
as itwas completely full, pickingupa fewexiles from
the‘RoyalDuchy’toPar,which randiesel-hauled
throughoutdue toapaperworkproblemwith the
bookedengineNo. 46100RoyalScot.Ourcrewwas
WayneThompson, ably assistedbyTimStedman, and
withTITomRees keepinganeyeonmatters. I didn’t
envy themon this cool,wet andwindyday.
Wegot away justover sixminutes late toour first stop

atYatton, newly introduced this year. After a steady
startwe topped theminor summitbefore FlaxBourton
tunnel at 52mphand then ranup to71.5mphbefore
the first stop, having taken17minutes40 seconds,
a lossofnearly threeminuteson theveryoptimistic
15-minutebooking. So justovernineminutes late
away for the shorthop toWeston-Super-Mare topick
upmorepassengers.
I have shown inTableOne thenext stretch toTaunton

alongsidea runon the‘TorbayExpress’onAugust 18,
2013,whenRebuilt PacificNo. 34046Braunton,on11
coaches for 430 tons, alsohad tocontendwithpoor

weather.DriverGrahamWard took things fairly steadily
andalmost equalledClanLine’s timewithout exceeding
71½mph.WaynegotClanLine awaywell, but toldme
atTaunton thathecould feel theengine juston the
vergeof slippingat around50-55mph.
Despite this, and running into the teethof a strong

south-westwind,wewereup to themaximumallowed
speedbyHighbridgeandmaintained this until the
climbup to the topof the flyover atCogload. From
being12 secondsbehindBrauntonatHighbridgewe
graduallyovertook it until being48 secondsaheadat
Milepost 161, havinggot insideeven timebyCreechSt
Michael, 23.84miles in23minutes44 seconds.
The timeswerealmost equal to theTaunton stop

thoughasWayneallowed the train todrift in slowly to
ensurea smooth stop in the rightplace to takewater
as rail conditionswereverypoor.Anormal finishwould
haveproduceda timeof around27½minutes for the
26.65miles. Even timeon this section isquitedifficult to
achievebuthasbeendone.
Thenext section is shown inTableTwoandonce

again I have included the runwithNo. 34046bywayof
comparison.Here, theextrapowerof thebiggerengine
showed throughoutdespite running in farworse
conditions.The real testwas theclimb toWhiteball
fromtheTaunton start and forme this is always the
highlightof theday.Brauntonwasonceagainquicker
awayandstayedaheadas far asMilepost 167, after
whichClanLine forgedahead.
Thegradients fromTauntonareadverse throughout
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No.35028brings the stockof the ‘TorbayExpress’
intoBristol TempleMeadsonSeptember3.DON BENN

Date Sunday August 18, 2013 Sunday, September 3, 2017
Train 09.15 Bristol Temple Meads to Kingswear 09.10 Bristol Temple Meads to Kingswear
Engine RebuiltWest Country class 4-6-2 No. 34046 Braunton Rebuilt Merchant Navy class 4-6-2 No. 35028 Clan Line
Load 11 coaches, 398 tons tare 430 tons gross 12 coaches, 424 tons tare 460 tons gross
Driver GrahamWard Wayne Thompson
Fireman Not recorded Tim Stedman
Inspector Not recorded Tom Rees
Recorder Don Benn Don Benn
Position 8th coach 11th coach
Weather Cloudy with some rain, south-west wind Heavy rain, strong south west wind

miles sched mins secs speed sched mins secs speed
Weston-super-Mare 0.00 0.00 00 00 0.00 00 00
Uphill Junction 1.65 4.00 04 35 41 4.00 04 41 44
MP 141 4.57 07 51 61 08 02 59½
Brent Knoll 6.09 09 15 67 09 27 66
MP 144 7.57 10 34 70½ 10 46 70
Highbridge 8.89 11 39 71½ 11 51 73
MP 149 12.57 14 49 69 14 51 76
Bridgwater 15.18 18.00 17 00 70 18.00 16 52 76½/74½
MP 155 18.57 19 58 71½ 19 35 76½
MP 157 20.57 21 41 68/66½ 21 12 73/70
Cogload Junction 21.99 25.00 23 07 70½ 25.00 22 28 74
Creech St Michael 23.84 24 27 68½ 23 44 75
MP 161 24.57 25 14 60* 24 26 73½
Taunton East Junction 26.06 26 49 46* 25 48 37*
Taunton 26.65 31.00 28 29 31.00 28 27

* brakes or speed restriction * brakes or speed restriction

TABLE ONE: WESTONSUPERMARE TO TAUNTONto the topof theclimbatWhiteball (Milepost 174),
being fairly easy toNortonFitzwarren,whereNo. 34046
wasdoing46½mph (No. 35028, 47mph) then1-in-369
toVictoryCrossing, 50½and52½mph, respectively,
steepening to1-in-203/174 toPooleSiding, speeds46
and51mph,witha slight easing for a shortdistance
aroundMilepost 167.This is followedby1-in-667/170
andabrief stretchof level toWellington,where speeds
were49½and53mph.Then starts the serious stuff
with1-in-90/86 toBeamBridge, speeds37½and41,
and the final 1.14milesof 1-in-86/80 to the tunnel
entrance.Here,Brauntonhaddropped to28mphand
speedcontinued to fall to27½on the1-in-127 to the
tunnel exit, but recovered slightly at the summitwhen
adjusted forourposition in the train.
Onour recent run,ClanLinewasdoing34½mphat

the tunnel entranceand thenaccelerated through the
tunnel to surprisemewitha speedof38mphat the
tunnel exit and39mphat the top.Thiswasexcellent
work in thecircumstances andshowed justhowgood
No. 28 isnow. Itwasvery cleverdrivingbyWayne,
whose commentaryon thewayClanLinewashandled
andperformed is as follows:
‘’The railheadconditionswerepoor atbest; itwasn’t a

day forbreaking records for sure. I don’t think I opened
heruppast 200psi allmorningeven thoughwewere
not shortof steamatall. Just togiveanexampleof
howwell the loco isperformingat themoment the
southboundclimbofWhiteballwasmadewith just
160psi in the steamchest, even though theboiler
pressurewasuparound240/245psi. Cutoffwas35%
until the speed started todropoff afterWellington
(around50mph).Then, keeping steam-chestpressure
at 160psi, cutoff to40and then45%on theapproach
to the tunnel, speedwasdowntoaround33mphat the
tunnel,where I openedherupon thedryer rails in the
tunnel (around190psi),where she thenacceleratedup
over the top. Basically,weonlyhadher at just overhalf
powerandshe rompedup there, effortlessly.’’
Both trains speddownthe longmainlydownhill

section toCowleyBridge Junction,No. 35028
averaging75.7mphover the14milesbetween
mileposts 177and191.No. 34046waschecked
beforeCowleyBridge (aSouthern trainheadedbyan
unconvertedBulleidoff theNorthCornwall line?)but
No. 35028hadaclear runbeforebeingput through
platform6atStDavids, very slowlypassing the
engineeringpossessionat the junctionbeyond.
The runningwas then similar alongpast Exminster

andPowderhamand thenby theever lovely seawall
section, thoughClanLine took this stretchat close to
line speed.The seawasvery roughhereand itwas just
aswell the tidewasoutotherwiseour trainwouldhave
got a soaking! Bothenginesdidwell on the1-in-110
climbpastKingskerwell andboth trains arrivedat
Paigntonaboutaminute late.Net timeswere72
minutes forBrauntonand69minutes forClanLine,very
respectable for the59.0difficultmiles fromTaunton.
With thePaigntonandDartmouthSteamRailway

crewnow inchargeNo. 35028handled the1-in-71/60
climb toChurstonverywell, speedholdingaround
23mphbeforedropping to18½when theengine
waseased for the speed restrictionapproachingand
through the station. Final arrival at Kingswearwas just
over aminute late.
There really isn’tmuch todo ina rainsweptKingswear

andDartmouth, andby the time Ihadcrossed the
Darton the ferry and foundsomewhere toenjoy
fishandchips Iwas soakedandmy feet verywet, so I
sooncrossedback to find sanctuary in the trainafter
watchingNo. 7827 standing in the sheetsof rain for
awhile.
By the timewedepartedon the return‘Torbay

Express’a coupleofminutesearly the rainandwind
hadeased somewhat, andwhenSteveMatthews
and MattHunt tookover things looked slightlymore
promising for agood runback.Andso it proved, for
SteveMatthewsdrovewith some intent throughout,
without everworkingClanLine reallyhard.Theywere
helped somewhatby the trailingwindand thebetter
conditions, thoughstillwet.
I have shownthehill-climbing sections inTableThree

in somedetail for theaficionadosof suchmatters and
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Date Sunday, August 18, 2013 Sunday, September 3, 2017
Train 09.15 Bristol Temple Meads to Kingswear 09.10 Bristol Temple Meads to Kingswear
Engine RebuiltWest Country class 4-6-2 No.34046 Braunton Rebuilt Merchant Navy class 4-6-2 No. 35028 Clan Line
Load 11 coaches, 398 tons tare 430 tons gross 12 coaches, 424 tons tare 460 tons gross
Driver GrahamWard Wayne Thompson
Fireman Not recorded Tim Stedman
Inspector Not recorded Tom Rees
Recorder Don Benn Don Benn
Position 8th coach 11th coach
Weather Cloudy with some rain, south-west wind Heavy rain, strong south-west wind

miles sched mins secs speed sched mins secs speed
Taunton 0.00 0.00 00 00 0.00 00 00
Silk Mills 1.20 04 19 42 04 32 40½
Norton Fitzwarren 1.85 05 05 46½ 05 19 47
Victory XC 2.90 06 23 50½ 06 34 52½
MP 167 3.84 07 32 49½/50½ 07 39 53½
Poole Siding 5.84 10 01 46 09 55 51
Wellington 7.04 11 27 48/49½ 11 16 53
MP 171 7.84 12 30 45 12 12 50
Beam Bridge 8.86 13 57 37½ 13 33 41
MP 172½ 9.34 14 47 33½ 14 19 36½
Whiteball Tunnel In 10.00 16 04 28 15 27 34½
Whiteball Tunnel Out 10.62 17 23 27½ 16 28 38
Summit (MP 174) 10.84 15.00 17 53 28+ 15.00 16 48 39+
Burslecombe 11.59 19 02 49 17 43 57½
MP 176 12.84 20 20 66½ 18 52 72½
Tiverton Parkway 14.16 18.00 21 27 70/69½ 18.00 19 54 76½
MP 178 14.84 22 05 70½/72 20 27 77½/78½
Tiverton Junction 16.00 20.00 22 56 67½/66 20.00 21 12 74/76½
MP 180 16.84 23 49 69½ 22 02 75½/79
Cullompton 18.17 24 54 73½ 23 08 77½
MP 182 18.84 25 29 68½ 23 35 76½
MP 184 20.84 27 12 70 25 12 73½
Hele 22.35 28 27 73 26 25 75/72½
Silverton 23.60 29 31 70½ 27 27 75½
MP 188 24.84 30 32 74 28 24 76/77½
Stoke Canon 27.34 32 26 66/16* sigs 30 08 76
Cowley Bridge Jct 29.50 34.00 36 43 27½ 33.00 32 14 53*
Exeter St Davids 30.75 35.30 39 05 31 37.00 36 47 7* sigs
Exeter St Thomas 31.67 40 41 42½ 39 20 36
Exminster 35.54 44 32 70½ 43 28 66½
Powderham 37.47 46 20 71 45 20 68½
Starcross 39.30 47 45 67 46 47 68
DawlishWarren 41.35 47.30 49 42 60 50.00 48 36 66½
Dawlish 43.00 49.00 51 21 53/50½ 52.00 50 11 57/54
Teignmouth 45.76 54.00 54 35 56 57.00 53 08 60
Bishopsteignton 47.85 56 49 60½/64 55 14 61½
Newton Abbot 50.90 60.00 61 35 16* sigs 63.00 58 50 33*
Aller Junction 51.91 63 32 39½ 59 22 41
MP 216 52.85 64 48 45 61 39 48
Kingskerwell 53.21 65 12 43½ 62 08 46
Summit (MP 218) 54.85 67 52 31½/38½ 64 31 42+
Torre 55.97 69 47 33*/42 66 44 27*/29*
Torquay 56.86 71 05 39* 68 00 44/sigs*
Paignton 59.00 74.00 75 36 77.00 73 45

+ speed at front of train + speed at front of train
net time 72 minutes net time 69 minutes
* brakes or speed restriction * brakes or speed restriction

TABLE TWO: TAUNTON TO PAIGNTON

it canbe seen that right fromthe start at Paignton
ClanLinewasputhardat it, climbing the1-in-55 from
Torquayat a steady23-24mphbeforeattacking the
final 1-in-73afterTorrewithgreatgustoat aminimum
of27½mph.Thushaving left Paigntonnearly four
minutes latewewerenot faroff right timebyNewton
Abbotonly to losemostof it on the tightly timedsea
wall section.
Speedwas just recoveringwhenwecaughtadverse

signals atDawlishWarren, a checkwhichcost about
twominutes, andwewerecheckedagainat Exeter St
Thomas, costinganother twominutes.Not surewhat
causeed thesechecksaswehadgot in frontof the
PenzanceHSTatNewtonAbbot.
After thatwehadaclear run toTauntonandSteve

Matthewsmade themostof it turning inavirtuoso
performancewhen least expected thoughmuch
hoped for. Speedon theundulatingbutmainlyuphill
section toHelegraduallybuilt up to justunder70mph
andatSilverton thenoise fromup front increased
asmore steamwas taken.On the risinggradients to
Cullomptonspeed reached72½mphand then the
twomilesof1-in-155 toMilepost180dragged this
back to67½before themileof1-in-324/207downpast
Tiverton Junctionenabledspeed to rise to73½before
the final assaulton the1-in-246/242/115 to thesummit.
At the topof the1-in-242atMilepost176after

SampfordPeverellwewere still doing71mphandnow
thedecibels increasedagainasStevegaveClanLinea
bitmore for the last twomilesof1-in-115 togetusover
the topat a trulyexcellent62mphminimum.
Our time fromExeterhadonlybeen18minutes25

seconds, the fastest I havebeenable to find in recent
years. (No. 60163, 18minutes43 secondsand
No.35028, 19minutes8 seconds).
But still theenginehadn’tbeenworked full out as

about200 lbsof steamwasbeingusedwithcut-off
increased to40%for those last twomiles.Apparently,
Stevewasdetermined togetover the topat60mph
andhedid thatwith something to spare.We then raced
downthe famousWellingtonbankwithbrakesbeing
used tocontrol the speed, causingunnecessarybrake
wearwhichamodest liftingof the speed limit in these
circumstanceswouldavoid.Our time fromPaignton
hadbeen four secondsunder69minutesor65minutes
net, oneof the fasteston the‘Torbex’.
Wewereawayagainon timeonly to stopshortof

TauntonEast Junctionnext toanHST.Clearly there
wasaproblemwhich turnedout tobea trackcircuit
failure.After a fewminutes theHSTmovedoff and
we followedafter standing fornearlyeightminutes.
Speed recoveredslowlybutbyFordgatewewereup to
75mphandaveraged75.5mphover thenext13miles
before slowing forUphill Junctionand theWestonstop
arriving13 late.Here,wewereheld for a late-running
downtrainbut the10minute stationallowance
enabledus to leave10minutes late forourYattonstop,
whichseemedtobeprolonged fornoapparent reason.
Leaving15minutes lateClanLinegaveusa final

excellenteffort reaching62mphbefore falling to
just60mphonthe1-in- 200 tobeyondFlaxBourton
tunnel and then reaching69½atLongAshtonbefore
arrival inTempleMeads13 late. It hadbeenasuperb
dayofengineperformanceof thehighestquality in
conditionswhichvaried frompoor toatrocious.The
enginecrewsandsupport staffplusall those in the
’TorbayExpress’teamdeserve tobecongratulatedand
thanked for their efforts.
Finally, aftermanyyears, I amable to reporton

the runningofa‘Cathedrals Express’train,whichas
readersand friendswill know Ihaveavoidedas the
tradingnameofSteamDreamsno longer seemedto
beappropriate.Theoccasionwas the long-awaited
returnofBRStandardBritanniaPacificNo. 70013Oliver
Cromwell to themain lineonSeptember5when it

Left:ClanLinedeparts fromBristol TempleMeads
with the ‘TorbayExpress’ onSeptember3.
NEVILLEWELLINGS
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Tony Clare, founder member of the Merchant
Navy Locomotive Preservation Society, with
firemanMatt Hunt on Clan Line at Bristol Temple
Meads. DON BENN

Date Sunday, September 3, 2017
Train 16.50 Paignton to Bristol Temple Meads
Engine Rebuilt Merchant Navy class 4-6-2

No. 35028 Clan Line
Load 12 coaches, 424 tons tare 460 tons gross
Driver Steve Matthews
Fireman Matt Hunt
Inspector Geoff Ewans
Recorder Don Benn
Position 2nd coach
Weather Rain or drizzle, south-west wind

miles sched mins secs speed
Paignton 0.00 0.00 00 00
MP 211¼ 0.90 03 44 23
MP 221 1.15 04 21 23
MP 220¾ 1.40 04 57 24
Torquay 2.14 06 16 36/37½
Torre 3.03 07 52 27½/28½
MP 218¾ 3.40 08 45 27½
Summit (MP 218½) 3.65 09 18 27½
MP 216 6.15 12 18 61½
Aller Junction 7.09 13 24 35*
Newton Abbot 8.10 18.00 14 54 42
Bishopsteignton 11.15 18 19 65½
Teignmouth 13.24 21.00 20 19 58/59½
Dawlish 16.00 24.00 23 20 51/55
DawlishWarren 17.65 25.00 25 14 34* sigs
Starcross 19.70 28 18 50
Powderham 21.53 30 19 60½
Exminster 23.46 32 11 66½/68
Exeter St Thomas 27.33 38 06 23* sigs
Exeter St Davids 28.25 37.00 39 24 47
Cowley Bridge Jct 29.50 39.00 40 59 52
Stoke Canon 31.66 43 33 60
MP 188 34.16 45 42 66
Silverton 35.40 46 53 65½
Hele 36.65 47 51 69½
MP 184 38.16 49 25 70/71½
MP 182 40.16 51 07 72½
Cullompton 40.83 51 43 71½
MP 180 42.16 52 49 67½
Tiverton Junction 43.00 52.00 53 29 68½
MP 178½ 43.66 54 07 72½/73½
Tiverton Parkway 44.84 54.00 54 52 73
MP 176 46.16 55 59 71
MP 175½ 46.66 56 26 67½
MP 175 47.16 56 53 66
Burslecombe 47.41 57 06 64
Summit (MP 174) 48.16 58.00 57 49 62
Whiteball Tunnel In 48.38 58 02 63
Beam Bridge 50.14 59 33 78
Wellington 51.96 60 59 76*/79
Poole Siding 53.16 61 54 75*/76½
Bradford-on-Tone XC 54.51 62 58 75½
Victory XC 56.10 64 15 72
Norton Fitzwarren 57.15 67.00 65 08 62*
Silk Mills 57.80 65 48 43*
Taunton 59.00 70.00 68 56

net time 65 minutes
* brakes or speed restriction

Date Tuesday, September 5, 2017
Train 09.43 Victoria to Yeovil Junction
Loco Britannia class 4-6-2 No. 70013 Oliver Cromwell
Load 10 coaches, 340½ tons tare 365 tons gross
Driver Pete Roberts
Fireman Craig Stinchcombe
Recorder Don Benn
Position 9th coach
Weather Drizzle

miles sched mins secs speed
Basingstoke 0.00 0.00 00 00
MP 49 1.25 03 23 36½
Worting Junction 2.49 4.00 05 15 42½
MP 51 3.25 06 16 46
Oakley 4.60 07 43 55½/58
MP 53½ 5.75 09 03 56½
Overton 7.74 10.00 10 57 68
MP 58 10.25 13 05 73/74½
Whitchurch 11.36 13.30 13 59 72/70
Hurstbourne 13.25 15 38 73
MP 62½ 14.75 16 54 65/68½
Andover 18.51 21.30 20 12 67½
Red Post Jct 19.82 21 25 64½
MP 68¾ 21.00 22 30 71½
MP 70 22.25 23 33 69½
MP 71 23.25 24 25 67½
MP 72 24.25 25 20 64
Grateley 24.86 28.00 25 53 63
MP 73¼ 25.50 26 32 62
Allington 27.75 28 37 68
Porton 30.25 30 42 74½
MP 80 32.25 32 20 73/34* sigs
Tunnel Junction 34.65 38.00 35 50 36
Salisbury 35.79 41.00 38 48

net time 38¼minutes

*brakes or speed restriction

TABLE THREE: PAIGNTON TO TAUNTON TABLE FOUR: BASINGSTOKE TO SALISBURY

hauled the9.43amVictoria toYeovil Junction.
I hadmadeenquiries at theSteamDreamsoffice

regarding thechancesof adiesel-free runand they
assuredme itwouldbeand I could turnupandpayon
the train if Iwished.However, judgingbypastevents
andwordon thestreet andonNatPres, I doubted it
wouldbediesel-free soasked theoffice if theycould let
meknowthesituationafter the trainhad leftVictoria
butbefore Ihad to leavehometoget toBasingstoke to
pickup the train.
Theydulyemailedmetoconfirmnodieselon the

back so I swiftlygrabbedmyGPS,notebookand
cameraanddashedout tocatcha train toBasingstoke,
where IphotographedNo.70013arrivingwith the
familiar figureofPeteRobertsdriving.Theonly

No.35028 is servicedby the support crewat
PaigntononSeptember3.ALAN RAWLINGS

On its firstmain line run fornearly threeyears:
BRStandardBritanniaPacificNo. 70013Oliver
CromwellbringsSteamDreams' Victoria toYeovil
Junction 'Cathedrals Express' intoBasingstokeon
September5. Theengine's boiler certificate isdue to
expirenext year.DON BENN

standardclass coachwas full, but the stewardkindly sat
me in thealmostempty first class coachnext to it.
Pete tookNo.70013 in fine stylebuteasedquiteearly

for thedownhill section toAndover, thoughnot short
of steam.Thiswas redeemedbyanexcellent climb to
Grateley,wherePetewasusing27%cutoff andabout
threequarters regulator. From just 67½mphatAndover
and64½atRedpost Junction thenoise fromup front
indicatedOliverCromwellhadnowbeenopenedup
somewhat andspeedonly fell from71½ in thedip to
62at the summitof the1-in-165 just afterGrateley.
TableFour shows the full details and theactual

timeof38minutes48 seconds showedagainof just
over twominuteson the tight 41-minutebooking
for the35.79miles.On theday, SteamDreams really

camegoodwith special thanks to their office and
train steward.
Imust concludewithacoupleof corrections toearlier

columns.MycorrespondentAndy Jameshaspointed
out theEDBH figure I gave for thedown‘AtlanticCoast
Express’onFebruary29, 1964 in Issue230at2,200
looked toohigh. Sureenoughwhen I lookedagainat
the spreadsheet I discovered Ihadmadeanerror and
thecorrect figure shouldhavebeen1,810EDBHor
2,000 IndicatedHorsepower (IHP).
DavePawsonhas lookedatmy figure forClanLine

climbing toSemleyon July9 (HR231) and thinks this
shouldbenearer 1,730EDBH (1,900 IHP) rather than
my figureof 1,650EDBH.Bothoutputs areveryhigh
withouteither enginebeing really extended.
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September
SAT23: ‘Atlantic Coast Express’
Waterloo, Salisbury, Exeter and return via
Taunton.
Steamhauled throughout.
Loco: No. 35028ClanLine. UKRT
SAT23: ‘SurreyHills Luncheon’
Victoria, Guildford, Redhill, Victoria.
Steamhauled throughout.
Loco: No. 46100 Royal Scot. BEL
SAT23: ‘Yorkshireman’
Scarborough, Victoria, Corby, York and
return.
Steamhauled: Victoria, York.
Loco: No. 60009Unionof SouthAfrica.RTC
SAT23: ‘Cathedrals Express’
Faversham, Salisbury and return.
Steamhauled throughout.
Loco: No. 46233Duchessof Sutherland. SD
TUES26: ‘Cathedrals Express’

West Ruislip, Kingswear and return.
Steamhauled: Taunton, Kingswear and
return.
Loco: No. 34046Braunton. SD
SAT30: ‘LuneRivers Trust’
Carnforth, York and return.
Steamhauled throughout.
Loco: No. 45690 Leander, 45699Galatea,
or 48151.WCR
SAT30: ‘Shropshire Express’
Tyseley, Crewe, Chester and return via
Wrexham.
Steamhauled throughout.
Loco: No. 5043 Earl ofMount Edgcumbe.VT
SAT30: ‘CumbrianCoast Express’
Euston, Shap, Carlisle and return via
Whitehaven.
Steamhauled: Carnforth, Carlisle and
return.
Loco: No. 45690 Leanderor 45699Galatea.
SD

Tour Promoters
BEL Belmond Pullman

0845 077 2222

RTC Railway Touring Company
01553 661500

SD Steam Dreams
01483 209888

UKRT UK Railtours
01438 715050

VT Vintage Trains
0121 708 4960

WCR West Coast Railways
01524 737751

The information in this listwas correct at the

timeofgoing topress.

Westrongly advise youconfirmdetails of a

particular tripwith thepromoter concerned.

SAT14: ‘Cathedrals Express’
Paddington, Kingswear and return.
Steamhauled: Taunton, Kingswear and
return.
Loco: No. 34046Braunton. SD
SAT14: ‘CotswoldExpress’
Tyseley,Worcester, Swindon, Oxford,
Evesham, Tyseley.
Steamhauled throughout.
Loco: No. 5043 Earl ofMount Edgcumbe.
VT
WED18: ‘Cathedrals Express’
Peterborough, York and return and Ely,
Norwich.
Steamhauled: York, Peterborough and Ely,
Norwich.
Loco: No. 60103 FlyingScotsman. SD

Regular Steam
DAILYexceptOctW/Es: ‘The Jacobite’
FortWilliam,Mallaig and return.
Steamhauled throughout.
Loco: No. 44871, 45212, 45407 or 62005.
WCR

October
THUR5: ‘Cathedrals Express’
West Brompton, Haslemere, Swanage and
return.
Steamhauled:West Brompton, Swanage
and Eastleigh,West Brompton.
Loco: No. 70013OliverCromwell. SD
SAT7: ‘Tees-TyneExpress’
Dorridge, Sheffield, Newcastle and return.
Steamhauled: Derby, Newcastle and return.
Loco: No. 60163Tornado.UKRT
SUN8: ‘PeakForester’
Norwich, Stamford, Rowsley and return.
Steamhauled throughout.
Loco: No. 70013OliverCromwell.RTC
TUES10: ‘Cathedrals Express’
Southend, Gloucester and return.
Steamhauled: Hanwell, Gloucester and
return.
Loco: No. 46233Duchessof Sutherland. SD
SAT14: ‘SurreyHills Luncheon’
Victoria, Guildford, Redhill, Victoria.
Steamhauled throughout.
Loco: No. 35028ClanLine. BEL
SAT 14: ‘CumbrianMountain Express’
Euston, Shap, Carlisle and return via Settle.
Steam hauled: Carnforth, Carlisle,
Farington.
Loco: No. 45690 Leander, 45699Galatea
or 46233Duchess of Sutherland. SD

LNERA4PacificNo. 60009Unionof
SouthAfricapasses Lymington Junction

with theRailwayTouringCompany’s
‘DorsetCoast Express’ toWeymouth

onAugust 16.ALANHOLDING

MAIN LINE ITINERARY
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Deltic Meld powers on past
Class 47 to lead at Newark
AWORKSPLATE fromDelticD9003Meld
ledadiesel one-twoatTalisman’sAugust
12 sale atNewark, selling for £5500.The
Class 55wasbuilt byEnglish Electric in
1960andafter strutting its stuff on the
East CoastMain Line itwaswithdrawn
asNo. 55003 inDecember 1980 and cut
upatDoncaster threemonths later.
Behind at £4200 camenameplate

Atlas fromD1667/47082,which
emerged to traffic fromCrewe in1965
andwasnamed in June1966.Third
upwas anLNER seatbacknameplate
fromNottinghamVictoria station
that opened in 1900 and closed in
1967 (£2100), shadowedbyapair of
Hudswell Clarke 1961worksplates from

Beyer worksplates aim to have their day
in the spotlight
WHILEanLMSJubileenameplatemay
feel ithas theright tobethestar lot
atDavidLewis’sauctionatCreweon
October14,acollectionofBeyerPeacock
worksplatesmayfeelconfidentofat least
sharingthespotlight.
Thenameplate isAmethyst from

No.45700,built atCrewe inApril1936
andwithdrawnfromWarrington
Dallam(8B)onJuly1964.The4-6-0was
originallynamedBritannia,but thiswas
purloinedbyBRfor itsnewStandard
PacificNo.70000 inFebruary1951,
leavingNo.45700tohavethe ignominy
of runningunnameduntil the following
September,when itwasnamed
Amethyst,whichhadbeenaRoyalNavy
favouritenamesince1793.
TheBeyerworksplates includeworks

number6675fromLMSNo.47994,
a2-6-6-2TGarrattbuilt inNovember
1930andwithdrawnfromChesterfield’s
Haslandshed(18C) inMarch1958, the
lastof the33 intheclass tobetaken
outof

APAIRofPullmancar chairs
were the top realisations at a
GreatCentral general railwayana
auctiononAugust 5, selling for
£640and£620, followedat£400
byanuntitledGWR‘bewareof
trains’cast-iron sign.
ABREasternRegion

double-sided stationdirection
signwent for £390, andabid
of £370 securedadismantled,
but complete, platformseat
fromWilmcote station, northof
Stratford-upon-Avonon the line
toBirminghamSnowHill.The
station,which is still open,dates
from1908, and replacedanother
nearbyopened in1860on the
Stratford-Hattonbranch.
The sale, atTheWarriner

School inBloxham, comprised
more than1000 lots, all sold
withno reserve, commission,
or telephonebids.Theprices
quotedexclude thebuyer’s
premiumof15%(+VAT).

Areyousitting
comfortably?

an industrial diesel thatwas sold as a
single lot (£1550).

Abidof £1400 secureda
Midland&GreatNorthern

Joint Railway
ex-Holbeach
handlamp, and
anearlyGreat
NorthernRailway
single line tablet
went to anew

home for £1250.This
item, from theStamford-

Essendinebranch, came in the

formof adouble-sided lozenge-shaped
tablet lettered‘Goon toStamford’and
‘Goon toEssendine’that slottedonto a
bracket in the locomotive cab.
Jointly at £1050eachwere the

nameboard from thequaintly-named
MaudFoster signalboxon theEast
Lincolnshire linenorth-east of Boston
(openedby theGNR in1877 and taken
out of use in 1985), andaGreat Eastern
Railwaypolice forcehelmetplate,while
a 1928 LNERworksnumberplate from
ClassD494-4-0No. 62719Peebles-shire
was close to four figures at £900.

Theprices exclude thebuyer’s
premiumof 10% (+VAT).
Talisman’s Roger Phipps said:“There

was agoodattendance considering
weweredeep into theholiday season.
The successful bidder of theDeltic
worksplatewasbiddingpoolside in
Greece, sohehadaniceholidaypresent,
and indeed the locomotive items
generally soldverywell.
“Lincolnshire itemsand those from

theMGNJRheldup traditionallywell,
posters alsodidparticularlywell, and
signalboxnameboards sold strongly.”

service.Another
BR locomotive
to feature in the
collection isGreat
CentralRailway
Class8H/LNERS1
0-8-4TNo.69902,
built atGorton
(worksNo.5004) in
January1908and
withdrawnfrom
Doncaster (36A) in
January1956.
Threeothers

are, chronologically, fromSeacombe
Hoylake&DeesideRailway0-4-4TNo.6,
built in1887 (worksNo.2827),0-4-2T
engineDennis,built for the2ft4½in
gaugeGlynValleyTramway innorth-east
Wales (worksNo.2970) in1889–oneof
the line’soriginal two locomotives–and
0-6-2TWoodside,built in1931(works
No.7628) forShipleyCollieriesofDerby.
AstopvalvesignfromtheOldham
Ashton&GuideBridgeJunction

Railway,opened in1861,will
alsobegoingunder the
hammer,aswill aGWR
explosives factory
cast-ironsignwhich
was locatedatasite
inPenrhyndeudraeth,

Gwynedd,and isbelievedtobeoneof
only twosurvivingexamples.
The factory,whichsuppliedthemining

andquarry industries,playedapart in the
FirstWorldWarproducingthousandsof
tonsofmunitions.Thesitewascleared
in1997and isnowanature reserve,a
role far removedfromitsearliestdaysof
explosivesproduction.
Of rathermoremodernvintage is

thechimneycowlingfromGresleyA4
PacificNo.60024Kingfisher,oneof the
last two intheclass tobewithdrawn, in
September1966.Theauction,atCrewe
HeritageCentre, startsat10.30am,and
includessuchregular featuresasa free
Routemasterbusservice fromCrewe
stationand livesteam.

RAILWAYANA BY GEOFF COURTNEY

Get in touch
editor@heritagerailway.co.uk
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Badge of honour as regiment
marches into Poynton sale
THELMS is set to takecentre stage
aheadof theotherBigFour railway
companies atGreatNorthern
Railwayana’s auctiononOctober
7,whenRoyal IrishFusilier,with its
regimental badge fromNo. 46123will
begoingunder thehammer.TheRoyal
Scotwasbuilt by theNorthBritish Loco
Co inGlasgow inNovember 1927and
withdrawn fromCarlisleUpperby (12B)
exactly35years later, inNovember1962.
Theheadofa family steam locomotive

dynasty, Patrick Stirling,mayalsobe
in the sightsof nameplate collectors
at theauction.TheScot,whosename
was carriedbyLNERPeppercorn
A1No. 60119,was locomotive
superintendentof theGlasgow&South
WesternRailway from1853-66and
subsequentlyof theGreatNorthern
Railway1866-95.
His youngerbrother James succeeded

himas loco superintendentof theGSWR
in1866beforemoving to theSouth
EasternRailway in a similar role in1878,
retiring in1898. In addition, oneof
Patrick’s sons,Matthew,was locomotive
superintendentof theHull &Barnsley

Victorian2d-a-mile ticket could fetch fourfigures

Timelysuccess
atauctionfor
GWRSwansea
depotclock
THETOP railwayana realisation
at a Lacy Scott & Knight toys and
collectors’models sale at Bury
St Edmunds onAugust 12was
£1450 for aGWRex-Swansea
eastern depot clock that carried
a label on theback recording
its last repair at Reading signals
and telecomdepartment in
March 1970.
This pricewas eclipsedby the

leadingmodel price of £2700 for
a gaugeone (1¾in) live steam
A4No. 60027Merlinmadeby
Aster of Japan. Next up in this
categorywas another gauge
one live steammodel, of LMS
‘Black Five’No. 45156Ayrshire
Yeomanry,whichwent for £920.
Prices excludebuyer’s premium
of 20% (+VAT).
*A late 19th-century tinplate

train setmade for the London
department storeGamages sold
for £2300 at aDavidDuggleby
of Scarborough railwayana
andmodel trains auction on
August 12.The set, in its original
woodenbox, comprised an
LSWR0-4-0 locomadeby
Marklin and three coacheswith
trackmadeby another German
company, Bing.The realisation
excludes buyer’s premiumof
17½% (+VAT).
The Londondepartment store

Gamageswas foundedby the
sonof aHerefordshire farmer in
1878 and closed in 1972. At its
peak its vast selection of toys
andmodelswas amagnet for
youngsters and its catalogues
were in great demand.

➜TWO00-gaugemodels of
early 20th century southern
railway companies’express
locomotives, both ofwhich
survived into BRownership,
were the top sellers in themodel
trains section of aVectis sale at
Thornaby onAugust 18.
TheywereLSWRClassT14

‘Paddlebox’4-6-0No. 461by
Nu-Cast (£500), andSECRClass
E4-4-0No. 163byWills Kits
(£420).Theprices excludebuyer’s
premiumof20%(+VAT).
No. 461was built at Eastleigh

inMarch 1912 to the design
ofDugaldDrummondand
withdrawnasNo. 30461 in
June 1951,while theHarry
Wainwright-designedNo. 163
emerged fromAshford inApril
1909 andwas condemned as
No. 31163 inMay 1949.

A 170-year-old ticket for a train
journey of threemiles that cost 6d
(2½p), has been estimated at up
to four figureswhen it goes under
the hammer at a PaddingtonTicket
Auctions sale in central Londonon
October 21.
Although it ismonogrammed

Y&NM–York&NorthMidland
Railway – on the back, it was issued
to a passenger at theNewcastle &
Darlington Junction Railway station
of Leamside, for a 3rd class
single journey toDurham.
PaddingtonTicketAuctions

directorChrisDickerson
speculated that theapparent
anomalywasdowntoThomas
Edmondson,whoprinted
the frontof the ticket and
probably took it fromoldstock

whensupplying it to theNDJR.“The
ticketwas securityprintedbyDeLa
Ruewith theY&NMmonogramon
theback, beforeEdmondsonprinted
the front,”he said.
Theyear is notprintedon the

ticket, butChris hasestimated
it asbeing issuedabout1845, a year
after Leamside stationopened. It
is believed tohave come fromthe
estateof JohnMarley (1823-91),
awealthymineownerwhowas

presidentof theNorthof England
InstituteofMining&Mechanical
Engineers anda surveyor for the
Stockton&DarlingtonRailway.
Chris,whohas run theauction

housewithBrianMoakes for
25years, said thehistoric ticket
comparedwithan1842London
&BirminghamRailwayexample
that realised£2400atoneof its
previous sales.
TheYork&NorthMidlandRailway

startedoperations in1839
and inJuly1854 itmerged
with theLeedsNorthernand
York,Newcastle&Berwick
railways to formtheNorth
EasternRailway.Theauction
isat theRoyalNationalHotel,
Russell Square,andstarts
at11am.

Railway from1885-1922.Thus, during
thedecade1885-95, dadPatrickwas
loco superintendentof theGNR,brother
James loco superintendentof the
SER, and sonMatthew likewise at the
HBR. Iwonderwhat they talkedabout
overdinner!
But just to showthat this talented

family hadmore than steam in its
blood, another son, Patrick Jnr, played
forDoncaster Rovers FCandwasalso
amayorof the town. Patrick senior
died in1895at theageof 75,while the
locomotive that carriedhis namewas
built byBRatDoncaster inNovember
1948 to thedesignofoneofhis
successors, ArthurPeppercorn, and
withdrawn fromDoncaster (36A) in
May1964.
Thenameplatewaspresented to

thevendor’s husbandbycolleagues
whoworked in theBRoffices at King’s
Cross, and is theonlyoneof thepair
fromNo. 60119 inprivatehands, as the
other is in theNRM.Coincidentally, the
Royal Scotplate that is alsogoingunder
thehammerat theauction is also the
onlyoneof the twooffNo. 46123 in a

private collection, theotherbeing in the
regimentalmuseumatArmagh.
A trioof othernameplates comprises

GWRpair ShirburnCastle from
1934-builtNo. 5030and Longford
Grange from1939-builtNo. 6878, and
RobertBlake,carriedbySRLordNelson
classNo. 30855, built at Eastleigh in
October 1928andnamedafter one
of England’smost successful admirals,
who is regardedas the fatherof the
RoyalNavy.
Other itemsdue togounder the

hammer includeanLNERprewar
carriageboard from‘TheAberdonian’
andaQueenVictoriagolden jubilee
medalpresentedby theLNWRto the
townofCrewe in1887 featuring the
3000th locomotivebuilt at theworks, a
2-4-2T.Themedalbears thenameof Sir
RichardMoon, the company’s chairman
from1861-91.
Among theposters is anLNER

examplepromoting Ipswich, and there
is alsoanLNERDoncaster 1928 fully-
engravedworksplate fromN70-6-2T
No. 69730.Theauction, at Poynton
LeisureCentre, starts at 10.30am.

BY GEOFF COURTNEY RAILWAYANA
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STILL GROWLING
Modern traction preservation
There is no doubt that diesels are an integral part of railway
preservation but this was not always the case.
Brian Sharpe delves into the increasingly complex
world of British main line diesel preservation.

OnMay 24, 1973, WRWarship B-B
diesel-hydraulic D821 Greyhound
became the first BR main line diesel

locomotive to be purchased privately for
preservation. The group that bought it had
actually asked BR for North British Class 22
D6319, but it was scrapped by mistake and BR
offered one of the last four survivingWarships
instead.
When BR published its Modernisation Plan

in 1955, the replacement of steam by diesel
traction was only one part of the overall plan.
Dieselisation was carried out very hastily
with far too many engines of totally unproven
designs being ordered. Many of the early diesel
classes never did work reliably and did not last
long, but where the plan fell down in respect of
motive power was that diesels were designed to
simply replace steam engines of the same size
and power on the duties they were currently
performing. There was little attempt to predict
how railway operations would develop.
So the first diesels to be ordered in quantity

were Type 1 1000hp Bo-Bos that were expected
to replace 2MT 2-6-0s on branch pick-up
goods trains. With a cab only at one end, they
even looked a bit like steam engines and did
not have train heating boilers so they were of
no use on passenger trains in winter. Pick-
up goods trains had virtually disappeared

within 10 years, as had most of the branch
lines and BR was left with 227 of the English
Electric Type 1s, the only ones that had proved
anything like reliable, while similar engines
from other manufacturers had been scrapped
fairly quickly.
The Type 1s found themselves permanently

coupled nose-to-nose hauling loose-coupled
coal trains, particularly in the Midlands. This
was not what they were designed for and it
must have been an expensive way of operating
such trains when a single higher-powered
engine would have sufficed.
Meanwhile, steam was in rapid retreat and

enthusiasts had little affection for the machines
that were replacing steam engines. But times
were to change…

Shuntingandworks trains
Diesel preservation was nothing new and
had started in the early days of narrow gauge
preservation with various ancient petrol
and diesel-powered units for shunting and
works trains followed by most standard
gauge heritage lines making use of industrial
shunters and the later acquisition of more
powerful BR shunters for such jobs. GWR
railcars and BR railbuses and DMU sets were
also being purchased for heritage line use.
Main line diesel locomotives were a different

matter.
Greyhound was worthy of preservation for

its own historical merit and there was always
the intention that it was for active service. The
attitude to diesel preservation had never been
quite the same as it was for steam. It is now
universally agreed that the most significant
diesel locomotive historically was the LMS
No. 10000, the first successful main line diesel
in Britain, but this was not included in the
list of historical relics published by the British
Transport Commission in 1960. Despite lasting
in service until 1966, it was scrapped. Its sister
No. 10001 lasted a little longer and spent a
considerable time in store, during which time
there was an attempt at private preservation
but this was met with little enthusiasm and was
unsuccessful.
The prototypeDeltic had been presented by

its builders, English-Electric, to the Science
Museum, becoming the first of several diesel
locomotives in the National Collection.
BR’s first-generation diesel classes were a

mixed bunch and some were quite quickly
rendered extinct with no thought that an
example ought to be preserved. TheWR diesel-
hydraulic classes were generally considered
to be successful and they were withdrawn
relatively early, simply because they were non-
standard.

NEWS FOCUS SPECIAL
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The first privatelypreservedBRmain
linediesel,D821Greyhound,headspast
WaterArkon theNorthYorkshireMoors
RailwayonAugust7, 1983.BRIAN SHARPE

Class 31/0D5500,preservedby theNRMand returned to service inoriginalBRgreen livery, departs from
Goathlandon theNorthYorkshireMoorsRailwayonApril 23, 1978.BRIAN SHARPE

TheprototypeDeltic, the
firstmain linediesel in
theNational Collection,
alongside theprototype
AdvancedPassenger
Trainpower car at
Locomotion, Shildon.
BRIAN SHARPE

Class24D5032, the first
main linepreserved
diesel tohaul regular
heritage linepassenger
services, arrives at
Pickeringon theNorth
YorkshireMoorsRailway
onApril 22, 1978.
BRIAN SHARPE

ON

The hydraulics were different and, rather like
steam traction, they effectively belonged to a
bygone era. The longest-surviving hydraulics
were, of course, the Class 52Westerns and
by the time the last ones were withdrawn in
early 1977 after only 15 years’ service, they
had acquired a following among enthusiasts
way beyond that ever accorded to any express
steam class, A4s, Duchesses, Kings and Bulleid
Pacifics included.
No less than seven Westerns were preserved;

D1023Western Fusilier being claimed by
the NRM for the National Collection. While
Warship D821 saw little active use at first,
the Westerns were a different matter. In July
1977, D1062Western Courier became the first
preserved diesel to haul a main line railtour,
although only over the metals of the then
Torbay Steam Railway.

Regularpassengeruse
A generally successful class of smaller diesel
was the BR/Sulzer Type 2 Bo-Bo, the first
batches of which became TOPS Class 24.
These were withdrawn more quickly than
the later Class 25s and it was a Class 24 that
became the first main line diesel to see regular
passenger use on a heritage line. D5032, by now
numbered No. 24032, was withdrawn in July
1976 and sold to T J Thomson Ltd, a Stockton
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scrap dealer, but the North Yorkshire Moors
Railway was able to secure the long term loan
of this locomotive and it quickly proved its
worth on a variety of duties on what was then
one of Britain’s lengthiest and busiest heritage
lines. The long, hot summer of 1976 had caused
a number of lineside fires, resulting in a ban
on steam operations, and leading to a Class 08
shunter and then a Class 101 DMU being hired
from BR. D5032 proved much more suitable
and effectively saved the railway that year.
This set a precedent that virtually all

heritage lines have followed, with the notable
exception of the Bluebell Railway, which until
quite recently adopted a strict ‘no diesels’
policy. Diesels were purchased by the railways
themselves; by private individuals; or by
preservation groups or societies. Some of
the groups, such as theWestern Locomotive
Association, Deltic Preservation Society or the
Diesel Traction Group, have developed into
large organisations, while individuals such as
Michael Timms andMichael Owen became
major players in the industry.

LegendaryDeltics
The NRM claimed the first of the Brush Type
2s, now known as a Class 31/0, No. 31018 for
the National Collection and this was quickly
returned to its original condition as D5500
and also worked trains on the NYMR in the
late 1970s.
The withdrawal of the last of the 22 legendary

Deltics at the beginning of 1982 was met with
virtually the same level of enthusiasm among
enthusiasts as had marked theWesterns’
demise five years earlier. Six of the 3,300hp
100mph engines entered preservation, again
with one in the National Collection. It was
still difficult to imagine one working heritage
line passenger trains but it was either that or
nothing. BR would not entertain the use of
preserved diesels on its metals. The Deltics did
adapt to their new very different circumstances
and retained their devoted following.

By the early 1980s, diesel classes were
disappearing quite quickly and with whole
classes being rendered extinct, BR had no
need to retain withdrawn engines as sources
of spares and they had relatively little scrap
value. Not only did most heritage lines start
to acquire main line diesels, but private
individuals and preservation societies were able
to purchase redundant diesels, often in
good condition.
This has ultimately led to unheard of

numbers of diesels entering preservation by
comparison with steam. There are 28 preserved
Class 20s, 20 Class 25s, 36 Brush Type 2s were
preserved and 45 Class 37s so far. No less than
21 of the BRCW/Sulzer Type 2s associated with

Scotland are preserved; almost a quarter of
the class but even this proportion is exceeded
by the larger BRCW/ Sulzer Type 3 Class 33s
from the Southern Region, where 25 of the 98
original engines are preserved.

Highestproportion
Even the larger type 4 diesels have done well,
with seven Class 40s, 16 of the three classes
of Peaks and 36 of the once-numerous Class
47s, but the record for the highest proportion
of the original class in preservation is held
by the Class 50s, with 17 of the original 50
locomotives having been preserved.
One of the least useful classes of BR diesel in

regular service has turned out to be one of the

Class52WesternD1062WesternCourierheads the ‘WesternReunion’ railtourpastGoodringtonon the thenTorbaySteamRailwayonMay31, 1977.BRIAN SHARPE

PeakClass 46D172 Ixion, the first privatelypreserveddiesel tohaul apassenger trainon themain line, heads
PathfinderTours’ ‘Severn-TyneExpress’ throughBarntGreenonMay27, 1995. PAUL CHANCELLOR.
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most useful in preservation. TheWR built 56
diesel-hydraulic 0-6-0s in 1964, basically for
branch line and trip freight workings, just the
sort of traffic that very quickly disappeared.
They were withdrawn within a few years but
a large number were sold on for industrial
service; again though for traffic that was to
quickly disappear.
The Class 14s were not shunting engines and

were capable of 40mph running. They were
ideal for just about any duties asked of them
on heritage lines and many were purchased
from the National Coal Board and the British
Steel Corporation; the 19 survivors now being
spread right across the country. Also preserved
after industrial service was the last Class 17
Clayton Bo-Bo D8568, the last survivor of one
of BR’s least successful classes.
A handful of diesels found use after

withdrawal under the auspices of the Research
Centre at Derby and survived long enough
to enter preservation, ensuring that we still
have a Metro-Vick Co-Bo; D5705, although its
restoration is a very long-term project. Others
found use as mobile generators for carriage
heating; an example being the sole-surviving
Class 15 type 1 Bo-Bo D8233, which survived
to be preserved. Both these engines are proving
to be very long-term restoration projects but
good progress is being made.
Although there was never a diesel equivalent

of Woodham’s scrapyard at Barry, the roles
played by a couple of private scrapyards in the
story of diesel preservation are significant. Vic
Berry’s yard at Leicester was famous for its pile
of Class 25 bodyshells and Berry’s was involved
not only in scrapping locomotives but also in
the complex task of asbestos removal.
While some engines were purchased from

the yard for preservation, others already
saved made the journey to the yard purely
for the purpose of having all traces of the
toxic substance removed under controlled
conditions before being able to join the ranks
of preserved locomotives.
Similarly, Booth’s at Rotherham was noted

for disposing of many of the Class 50 fleet
and several were purchased instead of being
scrapped, particularly under ‘Operation
Collingwood’, and some eventually found
salvation, although most proved eventually to

BrushType4D1842, the first Class 47 tobepurchased forpreservation, headsa trainof LNER teak coachesout
of FoleyPark tunnel on theSevernValleyRailwayonOctober14, 1990.BRIAN SHARPE

PreservedClass 55DelticD9000RoyalScotsGreyheads theVirginTrainsBirminghamtoRamsgate service, a regularduty in the summerof1997.BRIAN SHARPE

be beyond redemption.
BR’s sectorisation saw the still large but quite

elderly diesel fleet split up into the various
passenger and freight sectors and given new
liveries. This was followed by Privatisation,
when new Train Operating Companies
inherited this ageing fleet, including some
quite low-powered types with little investment
in new locomotives having taken place for
many years.

Theend
When EWS, a subsidiary of US company
Wisconsin Central, took over virtually all
freight operations, it quickly invested in a fleet
of 250 North American-built Class 66 type
5 Co-Cos that would be far more suited to
modern-day railway operations and spelt the
end of the first-generation diesel survivors.
Now clearly on borrowed time, many

individual engines became ‘celebrities’ and
were returned to original liveries and numbers

or given colourful one-off liveries and in many
cases, after being much in demand for railtour
duties, their eventual preservation was in
many, though not all cases, assured.
Well over 300 main line diesels can be

considered as preserved but this total is
constantly changing. The relative cheapness
of these engines and the substantial numbers
purchased has led to ‘preservation’ sometimes
being short term in nature. For example no less
than 10 of the 36 ‘preserved’ Class 31s have now
been scrapped and many ‘preserved’ diesels are
dumped in atrocious condition. At the other
end of the scale, many ‘preserved’ diesels have
returned to main line service.
The main line use of preserved diesels has

been a story in itself. BR banned the use of
privately-owned steam locomotives on its
tracks in 1967 but just four years later this
ban was lifted. At the time the question of the
operation of privately-owned diesels simply
did not arise. Once D821 was purchased in
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ThreeWesternRegionClass 140-6-0diesel-hydraulics at Loughboroughon theGreatCentral Railway, including rail blueNo. 14029.BRIAN SHARPE

Oncepreservedandusedon thePontypool andBlaenavonRailway, Class37No. 37421was resold toColasRail and is seenonaNetworkRail departmentalworkingat
MeltonMowbray.BRIAN SHARPE

1973 though, thoughts were starting to turn
in this direction. It was quite hard then to see
what use a type 4 or 5 diesel could ever be on a
heritage line.
It was Pete Waterman who was determined

to get one of his engines into main line
service. BR lost the argument by allowing such
privately-owned engines as Foster Yeoman and
National Power’s Class 59s and the Hunslet-
Barclay weedkilling Class 20s to operate on
its tracks, so why not aWaterman Railways’
Class 46? Although it capitulated, the stringent
criteria imposed by BR on D172 Ixionmade it
possibly the most expensive preserved diesel in
Britain.
Ixionmade its main line passenger debut on

October 1 and 2, 1995. It ran a few times in
railtour service but did not have the pulling

power among enthusiasts of a Western or a
Deltic; the preserved examples of which still
seemed no nearer to returning to main line
action. Diesel locomotive owners were waiting
to see howWaterman got on with his Peak
before going down the expensive road of main
line certification.

Railtour service
Privatisation totally moved the goalposts. From
1994, anyone who owned a diesel could run it
on the main line subject to normal reliability
and safety criteria. Not only were quite large
numbers of main line diesels acquired from BR
by newly-formed Train Operating Companies,
but a variety of preserved diesels started to
see railtour service. Some even ran in regular
passenger or freight service, a situation that

continues to this day. Diesels that were once
considered preserved have even been resold
to passenger or freight Train Operating
Companies and classes regarded as obsolete by
BR years ago are back in front line service.
Of the Type 4 and 5 first generation diesel

classes, oneWestern and five Deltics have
since seen main line use as preserved engines,
plus two Peaks and a Class 40, but their main
line appearances are becoming rather more
infrequent. In the case of Classes 47 and 50, it
is becoming difficult to distinguish between
‘preserved’ and otherwise as far as main line
use is concerned.
TOCs such asWest Coast Railways have

operated Class 33s, 37s and 47s for many
years now and althoughWest Coast is seen
as an operator of main line trains mainly in
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TheSwanageRailway’smain line-certifiedBRCWType2D6515 Lt JennyLewisRNheadsaSwanage to
WarehamserviceatCorfeCastleon July7.BRIAN SHARPE

Preservedmodern traction:
RepresentativesofClasses56and58
dieselsplusBrushprototypeClass89
Co-CoelectricNo. 89001atBarrowHill,
alongwithaClass60, the first ofwhich
hasyet to join the ranksofpreserved
diesels. TheClass89 is apossible
candidate for a return to themain line.
BRIAN SHARPE.

Main line-certified ‘preserved’diesels
areuseful for one-off stockmoveson
thenational network. Class 50sNo.
50044Exeterand50049Defiancehave
No. 37308 sandwichedbetween them
atPearTreenearDerby.BRIAN SHARPE

the heritage sector, its diesels should not be
regarded as preserved and, if they are no longer
required they will simply be sold or scrapped.
A remarkable number of ‘preserved’ Class 37s,
often totally unrestored, have been purchased
recently by both Colas and DRS for main line
service, although not all have been overhauled
after purchase. Other restored class members
have been hired by their private owners to such
operators for regular main line use.
Preserved diesel liveries are an interesting

subject. Prior to 1967, with a few notable
exceptions, diesels were generally turned out
in BR green. Corporate rail blue was then
adopted, with the Class 50s appearing in this
livery from new. So enthusiasts who remember
steam remember BR green diesels, whereas
those whose memories only stretch back to
blue diesels have little interest in steam. As a
result a high proportion of owners of preserved
diesels tend to prefer them to carry corporate
blue. Even the NRM has a tendency to display
its diesels in BR blue livery to represent a
particular era in the history of train travel.
Nevertheless there is a representative

selection of the many and varied liveries
carried by diesel locomotives during their
long careers, to be seen on the heritage lines in
2017 and diesel galas can certainly be colourful
events.
There are parallels with steam preservation

in that new-build projects are underway to
recreate lost classes, using suitable parts from
donor locomotives. We may yet see not only
a ‘Baby Deltic’ but even LMS/English Electric
Co-Co No. 10000.

Well-knownprototypes
The prototypeDeltic was preserved in the
Science Museum becoming part of the
National Collection and is now on display at
Locomotion in Shildon but the other well-
known prototypes such as Lion, Falcon,DP2
and GT3 were all scrapped, while Kestrel
disappeared to Russia. A notable exception
was one of the gas-turbine prototypes ordered
by the GWR; No. 18000, which was eventually
preserved in Switzerland and many years later
returned to these shores.
The only significant new classes introduced

by BR after the Class 50s in 1967 were the type
5 Co-Co Class 56 and Class 58 heavy freight
locomotives in the 1970s and eventually the
Class 60s in the 1990s. The new Class 66s
replaced many of these, as well as much lower
powered types, such as the last few Class 31
type 2s. While many of the three type 5 freight
classes found new employment; some even on
the Continent, or with new smaller TOCs, a
few have entered preservation.
The prototype High Speed Train power

car should not be overlooked. Having been
claimed by the NRM, No. 41001 was loaned
out and returned to service by Project Miller
at the Great Central Railway (North) at
Ruddington. It is a popular choice for the open
day and diesel gala circuit, complete with three
matching Mk.3 coaches.
The Southern Region had a small fleet of

electrics that were converted to electro-diesels
and these were augmented by the new lower
powered Class 73 Bo-Bos, which had a 1600hp
diesel engine enabling limited use off the SR
electrified network. While the Class 73s lost
their passenger duties such as the ‘Gatwick
Express’, they have never become totally
redundant on the main line network. Their
simple construction and low power makes
them useful on heritage lines but newmain
line uses continue to be found, including being

fitted with larger engines for such duties as
the ScotRail sleeper services. Many engines
considered preserved have found their way
back into main line use and the distinction
between preserved and main line Class 73s is
becoming increasingly blurred.
Electric locomotives have not been

overlooked by preservationists, although few
have seen active use. London Underground
keeps its Metropolitan-Cammell Bo-Bo No. 5
Sarah Siddons going and a couple of preserved
WCML Class 86s and an 87 are certified
for main line use. Others, such as the NER
Bo-Bo No. 1 and three LNERWoodhead
route engines, are on static display but many
examples of otherWCML types are under
restoration, many at Barrow Hill.

Also on static display are parts of the
experimental Advanced Passenger Train
APT-E at the NRM and one of the production
units at the Crewe Heritage Centre.
Preserved diesels are never going to attract

the general public to travel on heritage
lines in the same way that steam engines
do. Even new-generation lines, which have
been predominantly diesel-worked for years,
have found that a visiting steam engine will
boost their passenger figures significantly.
Nevertheless, diesels, even very big ones,
are useful in many ways, as standby engines
or during periods of high fire risk and they
do have a large and enthusiastic following,
particularly among the generation that does
not remember steam.
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NEWS FOCUS SPECIAL

Nos. 60103and60009alongsideDidcot’s coaling stageafterdark. FRANKDUMBLETON/GWS

FormerFlyingScotsmanownerSirWilliam
McAlpine (far right) andhiswife Judy talk toBBC4
TrainspottingLivepresenter TimDunnononeof the
A3’sDidcot trips. FRANKDUMBLETON/GWS

TWO LNER icons took rival
Great Western Railway
territory by storm over the

August bank holiday weekend.
More than 6000 people from

across the country decided
to forego a trip to the beach
on the sunny, summer bank
holiday weekend and instead
turned up to Didcot Railway
Centre to see A3 Pacific
No. 60103 Flying Scotsman and
A4 No. 60009 Union of South
Africa in steam.
After a private VIP preview

day on Friday, August 25, Flying

Scotsman hauled public trains on
the centre’s main demonstration
line over the three days of the
bank holiday weekend.
The crowds were also

entertained with live music and
a Spitfire f lypast.
Meanwhile, on the branch line,

services were headed by Port
Talbot Railway/GWR 0-6-0ST
No. 813, on loan from the Severn
Valley Railway.
The Sunday and Monday saw

the pair joined by Union of South
Africa.
It may have been the last chance

these LNER giants had to meet
in steam, for ‘Number Nine’s’
owner John Cameron has
indicated that it may be retired to
a museum in Scotland for static
display once its boiler ticket
expires.
Among the guests were Sir

William McAlpine who bought
and repatriated Flying Scotsman
from the USA in 1973 after its
disastrous tour of North America
in 1969/70 went pear-shaped.
On Wednesday, August 30,

Union of South Africa hauled
trains on the main demonstration

line, with No. 813 again hard at
work on the branch line.
The following day, No. 60009

was used for driver experience
courses.
Coun Reg Waite, chairman

of the Vale of White Horse
District Council, said: “This is a
tremendous occasion for Didcot.
We are lucky to have the railway
centre here – it is one of the
finest in the country.”
After the gala, Flying Scotsman

ran to the West Somerset Railway
for its eagerly-anticipated late
summer visit.

Flying Scotsman’s first appearance at Didcot Railway Centre since 2005 and a guest
appearance by another Gresley masterpiece, A4 No. 60009 Union of South Africa,
brought in 6000 visitors over the August bank holiday weekend, writes Robin Jones.

DIDCOT’S LNER DOUBLE ACT!
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LNERA3PacificNo. 60103FlyingScotsman
andA4No. 60009UnionofSouthAfricaat
theDidcot SteamCentre. EDWARDDYER

Revivingmemoriesof ‘TopShed’ atKing’s Cross,FlyingScotsmanandUnionofSouthAfrica side-by-side inDidcot shed. FRANKDUMBLETON/GWS

DIDCOT’S LNER DOUBLE ACT!
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LMS Ivatt 4MT2-6-0No. 43000at
the southendofNorthBlyth sheds.

NORTH BLYTH STEAMNORTH B
The last day of

In the summer of 1967, after leaving school
and before starting my first job, I spent a
number of enjoyable weeks chasing the final

BR steam workings from North Blyth depot.
It was camera over my shoulder and off on my
bicycle to locations in the Blyth Valley area
bounded by Seaton Delaval, Blyth, Ashington
andMorpeth. South Blyth depot had closed
to steam at the end of May that year but its
sister shed on the north side of the River Blyth
continued to operate steam.
The depot provided steam locomotives for

the movement of coal from the local collieries
to either the huge power station at nearby
Cambois or to the coal shipping staithes on
the River Blyth, where the coal was loaded into
waiting vessels to be shipped predominately to
the coal fired power stations on the banks of
the River Thames.
The sheds at North Blyth were opened by

the North Eastern Railway in 1897 to provide
locomotives for the movement of coal to the
newly-opened staithes on the north side of
the River Blyth. Prior to the opening of the
staithes, the collieries north of the river had
to transport their coal to either South Blyth
staithes or to staithes on the banks of the River
Tyne. A colliery railway line already existed on
the north side of the river, connecting Cambois
colliery toWest Sleekburn, a junction on the
Blyth and Tyne Railway route.
To access these new staithes this colliery line

was extended from Cambois to North Blyth
and the whole branch was converted to double
track. At the same time an additional junction

was made at Marchey’s House, just north of
West Sleekburn, with tracks running to join
the Cambois colliery branch at ‘TheWinning’.
This new connection allowed the collieries of
the influential Ashington Coal Company to
have a direct route to the new staithes.
The sheds were built on a narrow section

of land bounded by the North Sea to the east
and the River Blyth to the west, adjacent to the
sidings for the new staithes. To the east of the
sheds and on the edge of the sand dunes was a
single track colliery line that ran from Cambois
colliery to its own staithes just down river of
the newly-constructed NER ones.

the number of sets of staithes on the river had
increased to five, the NER South Staithes, the
NER North Staithes, theWest Staithes built
by the LNER in 1928 and two sets of colliery
staithes, one for Bates colliery on the south side
of the river and one for Cambois colliery on the
north side.
Unlike its sister shed on the south side of

the River Blyth, where theWorsdell P3 0-6-0s
(LNER and BR J27) remained supreme until
the end, North Blyth did experience periodic
changes in locomotive classes, although some
J27s were frequently on the scene. At North
Blyth the NER experimented with the use of
a number of the powerful Raven Y9 4-6-2Ts
(LNER A7). Although the Y9s were built
between 1910 and 1911 in the era of Sir Vincent
Raven, the last chief mechanical engineer of the
NER, the class of 20 locomotives was designed
by his predecessor, WilsonWorsdell.
The Y9s were used for hauling 40-ton

bogie coal wagons from the collieries of the
Ashington Coal Company to the staithes
at North Blyth. These wagons were first
introduced by the NER in 1903; they were
40ft long, 8ft wide, 10ft tall and of all-steel
construction. A total of 100 were built by the
NER and a further 30 were made by the LNER
in 1923. However, they were all phased out by
the early 1930s.
During the LNER years, North Blyth was

typically allocated 0-6-0 locomotives from
the J21, J24 and J25 classes and a number of
J77 0-6-0Ts for shunting coal wagons over the
staithes. By the time BR had taken over, the

Unlike the six-road straight shed at South
Blyth, the NER built North Blyth as a
roundhouse, having a central turntable and
22 radiating stalls, each of sufficient length
to accommodate one locomotive on each. A
coaling stage and a water tower were situated
alongside the entrance to the roundhouse.
Shipbuilding, coal mining and the shipment

of coal were the principal industries of the
town of Blyth and, by 1961, it had become the
largest exporter of coal in Europe when in
that year 6,889,317 tons were shipped. By then

“Steamoperations had not
completely finished; there

were to be two final workings
early nextmorning.”

Fifty years ago, steam was in retreat and North East England witnessed the end of the
steam era on Saturday, September 9, 1967. One of the sheds closed to steam on that day
was North Blyth. Trevor Gregg describes the history of the depot and recalls the last
steam working of all.
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Right:OncebasedatNorth
Blyth,NER J720-6-0Ts
DepartmentalNos. 58and59
stand inHeaton sheds in July
1966. Theengineswere formerly
Nos. 69005and69023; the latter
subsequentlybeingpurchased
forpreservation.

Above: LMSJubilee4-6-0
No. 45562Alberta takes coal and
water atNorthBlyth shedson
June10, 1967.

NER J270-6-0No. 65885 standsatNorthBlythwith the coal shipping staithesand
Worsdell Street in thebackground. LNERK12-6-0No. 62067atNorthBlyth inAugust 1966.

NER J270-6-0sNos. 65869, 65789and65788 inNorthBlyth sheds inAugust 1966.NER

NER
LNERKLNERK

hesandhesand

REAL STEAM DAYS

J27s were in control with, occasionally, a few
Q6 0-8-0s.
The J77s were probably the class of

locomotive that worked the longest at North
Blyth until they were finally displaced by
the new diesel shunters in 1958. In that year
North Blyth had an allocation of 19 J27s and
four diesel shunters. From the early 1960s the
number of J27s reduced with periodic influxes
of J39 0-6-0s, Q6s, K1 2-6-0s, B1 4-6-0s and
finally the Ivatt 4MT 2-6-0s.
The LNER K1 2-6-0s first arrived in 1964

when, after a very brief spell at South Blyth,
Nos. 62022 and 62002, two ex-Blaydon
locomotives were transferred across to the
other side of the river.
It was No. 62022 that had the honour of

hauling the final passenger train over the
Border Counties Line on October 13, 1956
between Hexham, Reedsmouth, Riccarton
and Hawick.
The number of K1s increased significantly

in June 1966 when a number were transferred
following the closure of Alnmouth shed,
where they had been used not only on freight
workings, but also on the Alnmouth-Alnwick
passenger services. This included No. 62011
which, prior to three years at Alnmouth, had
been a Fort William engine for 10 years. This
resulted in a total of eight K1s being allocated
to the North Blyth.
Two B1s, Nos. 61014 Oribi and 61386, arrived

from Bradford Low Moor in August 1966 but
these weren’t very successful and they were
withdrawn four months later.
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LMS Ivatt 4MT2-6-0No. 43137at
BedlingtonNorthwitha loadof
empty coalwagonsonAugust16, 1967.

LMS Ivatt 4MT2-6-0No. 43137prepares to leave Isabella exchange sidings for the final steamworkingon
September8, 1967.

LMS Ivatt 4MT2-6-0No. 43050 standsat Lynemouth colliery inAugust 1967.

The last twoyears
There were two surprise arrivals from
Gateshead at the end of October 1964 when
J72 0-6-0T Departmental Locomotives
Nos. 58 and 59, formerly Nos. 69005 and
69023, arrived. These were two of the four
J72s that had been used for shunting duties at
Newcastle Central station but became surplus
and were dumped at the rear of Gateshead
sheds following the arrival of diesel shunters
and a number of Gresley V3 2-6-2Ts were
transferred from Heaton to Gateshead.
These two J72s had been returned to service

as Departmental Locomotives fitted with
steam lances to enable them to defrost the
crossovers around the yards and the coal
staithes at North Blyth during severe winter
conditions. I do recall on a visit to North Blyth
in the winter of 1964/1965 seeing one of the
J72s running along the colliery line to the
Cambois colliery staithes presumably helping
to defrost frozen points on the National Coal
Board system. In the spring they were moved
into storage at Heaton shed in case the freezing
conditions returned the following winter.
These plans changed and in September 1966,
they were moved to Tyne Dock and No. 69023
was miraculously saved for preservation. It had
been hoped that No. 69005 would also be saved
but it went for scrap.
The first Ivatt 4MTs arrived in October

1965 when Nos. 43101 and 43132 were
transferred from Ardsley shed at Leeds. The
K1s’ dominance was very quickly ended as in
August 1966 seven Ivatt 4MTs arrived. Two
months later, in October 1966, North Blyth
prepared two of these new arrivals for the
‘Wansbeck Piper’ railtour from Newcastle to
Woodburn; the final train to travel over the
remnants of the Wansbeck Valley Railway in
Northumberland.
The two 4MTs were No. 43000, the first of

the class of 162 locomotives that had been
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LMS Ivatt 4MT2-6-0No. 43000prepares to takea coal
trainoutofCroftonMill collieryonAugust25, 1967.

LMS Ivatt 4MT2-6-0No. 43137 leavesCrofton collierywitha train-loadof coal forBates colliery.

transferred from Carlisle Kingmoor, and
No. 43063, which had arrived from Heaton
Mersey depot. Originally both locomotives
were on loan from the London Midland
Region, but were officially transferred to
North Blyth on December 9 that year.
The North Blyth men made an excellent

job of cleaning and painting the two Ivatts,
but they were very disappointed when it was
decided it would be crews fromHeaton that
would undertake the special working.
A surprise visitor arrived at North Blyth on

Saturday afternoon, June 10, 1967 in the form
of Leeds Holbeck’s immaculate LMS Jubilee
4-6-0 No. 45562 Alberta, which had brought
the ‘Ashington Railtour’ up from York. While
the passengers were enjoying a trip round the
Ashington colliery railway system, Alberta
travelled to North Blyth for servicing.
The number of K1s quickly reduced as they

were displaced by more Ivatt 4MTs, which were
becoming available from sheds that had closed
to steam. Some of the K1s were transferred to
Tyne Dock, while others were withdrawn.
The end of the K1s came onMay 14, 1967

when North Blyth’s last operational K1,
No. 62026, was transferred to Sunderland.
This was closely followed by the withdrawal
of the last remaining J27, No. 65811.
Meanwhile, diesels were slowly starting

to make an appearance with a number of
Gateshead-allocated Class 20s working from
the shed, reducing the number of operational
steam locomotives required. This then left
six Ivatt 4MTs to soldier on until the depot
closed to steam on Saturday, September 9, 1967,
the date on which the former North Eastern
Region of BR closed all its remaining steam
depots in the north-east.
On Friday, September 8 I spent the day

photographing the final steam workings
between the two Blyth collieries of Crofton
Mill and Bates. The large and modern Bates

colliery was unique in that as well as producing
coal for shipment at its own staithes, it also
brought in coal from other collieries for
shipment, including Crofton.
Coal from Crofton was taken via Newsham,

the junction on the main Blyth and Tyne route,
to the Bates colliery exchange sidings at the
closed Isabella colliery. From these exchange
sidings the wagons were taken just over a mile
to Bates colliery by one of the six colliery steam
locomotives.
Although this route was very close to South

Blyth shed, which was then operating Class
20 and Class 37 diesels, it was surprisingly a
North Blyth steam working. It was 4MT
No. 43137 that was undertaking these final
steam workings.
Later in the evening I decided to go across

to North Blyth and take some photographs of
the 4MTs after their last day of work.
Walking from my home and on past South

Blyth shed, I arrived at the small ferry
terminal to take the ferry across the River
Blyth to North Blyth.
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LMS Ivatt 4MT2-6-0No. 430
heads its last train; a load

of emptiespastBlythpower
stationandon toBedlington.

Dawn is justbreakingonSeptember9, 1967as LMS Ivatt 4MT2-6-0No. 43070headsoutofNorthBlyth sheds.

Left: LMS Ivatt 4MT2-6-0No. 43070passesCambois
signalboxas it headsback toNorthBlyth shed for the
last timeonSeptember9, 1967.

Below:After itsmorningwork, LMS Ivatt 4MT2-6-0
No. 43070eases into the roundhouseatNorthBlyth
for the final time.

070
oad

Daw shedssheds

The lastday: September9, 1967
At the shed I found the majority of the 4MTs
had been parked behind the coaling stage,
which was to become their final resting
place before they were towed away to be
scrapped. The light was fading but I managed
a few photographs and then entered into
conversation with some of the depot staff.
I was very surprised to discover that steam
operations had not completely finished; there
were to be two final steam workings early the
next morning using one locomotive. This was
something I could not miss.
However, the only way to get to North Blyth

and try to chase and photograph these final
steam workings would be to use my bicycle.
Walking back to the ferry terminal I looked
at the timetable to reveal that the first ferry
crossing of the river was at 6am. So, that
was it; it would have to be an early start and
hopefully this would allow me to get to the
shed in time to see the departure of the final
steam working.
The alarm was set for 5.30am and in

darkness I set off on my bike. Arriving at
the ferry terminal I found there were only a

couple of fellow passengers, who looked quite
surprised as I carried my bike down the steps
to join the first crossing of the day
Quickly cycling to the depot just as dawn

was starting to break, I found 4MT No. 43070
standing alongside the coaling stage being
topped up with coal and water. I was rather
disappointed, as I had hoped that it would be
No. 43000. No. 43070 was the final 4MT to
arrive at North Blyth, having been transferred
fromWest Hartlepool three months earlier.
The locomotive looked in a sorry state, the

numberplate and shedplate had been removed
from the smokebox door and the number
had been painted on. Still, it was to have the
honour of being the shed’s final operational
steam locomotive. No one had made any
effort to commemorate the event; there was
no headboard or cleaning of the locomotive
unlike when its sister shed across the river
closed to steam three months earlier. Maybe
the Ivatt 4MTs, which many considered
to be ugly locomotives, did not have the
same attraction as the J27s of South Blyth.
It certainly seemed to be the case as far as I
seemed to be the only photographer.

It was now 6.30am and there was just
sufficient light to get my first photographs
before I headed for the footbridge just north
of the depot and alongside North Blyth
signalbox. From this footbridge there was
a good view of the line coming out of the
sheds and the numerous lines leading to the
staithes. Alongside the signalbox a Drewry
diesel shunter was waiting to shunt some
loaded coal wagons down to the staithes to be
offloaded into the waiting vessels.
Then just before 7am there was a hoot of

the whistle and No. 43070, tender-first and
shrouded in steam from the cylinder drain
cocks, slowly climbed out of the depot; after
70 years of steam operations this was to be the
final one. It was a quick photograph and then
I was off, pedalling as fast as I possibly could
towards Cambois and then on to Bedlington,
as I had learnt the previous evening that
the final two workings would be coal from
Bedlington ‘A’ colliery.
Arriving breathless at Bedlington I found

No. 43070 standing tender-first in Bedlington
‘A’ colliery sidings at the head of a coal train. I
just had time to take a photograph before
No. 43070 pulled the loaded wagons onto the
Blyth and Tyne main line and into Furness
sidings, where it ran round the train. At 8.25am
No. 43070 pulled out of the sidings at the head
of the loaded coal train for its destination of
North BlythWest Shipping Staithes.
Another photograph was taken just as

the locomotive moved under an impressive
signal gantry. I was then off on my bike again,
heading for Cambois hoping to catch
No. 43070 on the return journey bringing
empty coal wagons back to Bedlington.
I didn’t have to wait long at Cambois; it

must have been a quick turnround at theWest
Staithes, as at 9.20am, with Blyth power station
in the background, I photographed No. 43070
running tender-first at the head of a train of
empty coal wagons. It was then back on the
bike but this time I headed for ‘TheWinning’
signalbox at the top of the short climb from the
junction at West Sleekburn.
It wasn’t long before I heard the sounds

of No. 43070 climbing up the grade with
the second and final coal working. Another
photograph was taken then I headed for the
West Staithes sidings where, on arrival, I found
No. 43070 standing with a brakevan and a
single goods wagon. It was now 10.20am; I took
a couple of photos before I decided to head for
the footbridge beside Cambois signalbox.
This ’box controlled level crossings for

both main running lines to North Blyth and
the single track colliery line running to the
staithes. Fifteen minutes after arriving the
crossing gates closed and I photographed
No. 43070 propelling a brakevan back to North
Blyth depot. It was then back on the bike and I
pedalled as fast as I could to try to get back to
the shed before No. 43070 arrived. I thought
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Ontheday regularBR steamfinished in theNorthEast,GWR4-6-0No. 7029Clun
Castle is servicedatGatesheaddepoton theafternoonof September9, 1967after
arrivingona railtour fromKing’s Cross.

Theweekafter theendof steamworkingatNorthBlyth, LMS Ivatt 4MT2-6-0sNos. 43137,
43070, 43050, 43000and43063standbehind the coaling stagewaiting fordisposal.

On theOn the un
LNERA3PacificNo. 4472 standsatGatesheadbeforehauling the ‘NewcastleRail
Tour’ back toKing’s CrossonSeptember9, 1967.

this might be possible, as the brakevan would
have to be parked in the sidings before the
engine would enter the depot.
I was correct and I arrived in time to

photograph the 4MT arriving back at the
sheds and then got my final photograph of the
locomotive easing past the coaling stage and
into the roundhouse for the very last time.
It was now 11am and that was it; the end of

North Blyth steam. My legs were tired with
all the pedalling but it had been worth it.
The weather had been grey and gloomy all
morning, which was probably quite fitting
for the sad event. I just hoped I had got a few
reasonable photographs.
I made my way back to the ferry terminal

and quickly cycled home for something
to eat as this was not the end of the day’s
excitement. After a brief lunch I boarded a
bus to Newcastle, followed by a brisk walk
from the Haymarket bus station down to the
High Level Bridge to cross the River Tyne to
Gateshead. It was then on past Gateshead East
station to reach the entrance to Gateshead
shed, where I was to photograph both WR
4-6-0 No. 7029 Clun Castle and LNER A3
Pacific No. 4472 Flying Scotsman.
Alan Pegler and the Gainsborough Model

Railway Society had organised two ‘Newcastle

Railtours’; one was running on the Saturday
and another on the Sunday. Clun Castle had
worked the tour up from Peterborough
during the morning, arriving at Newcastle
just after 1pm, but because of clearance issues
in Central Station, No. 7029 was taken off at
the King Edward Bridge Junction and K1
No. 62005 had hauled the train into the
station. I had arrived too late to see this, but
what I found was No. 7029 being serviced
alongside the old steam shed and No. 4472
standing near the diesel sheds fully serviced
in preparation for taking the train back to
King’s Cross at 5pm.
The following morning the A3 would bring

the second tour back to Newcastle, where
No. 7029, after spending the night at
Gateshead, would work the train back to
Peterborough. Surprisingly, when No. 4472
arrived back into Newcastle the following day,
it was not serviced at Gateshead but it went
down to West Hartlepool instead. This depot,
like North Blyth, had officially closed to
steam the day before but, unlike North Blyth,
there were naturally numerous photographers
to record No. 4472, the last steam locomotive
at West Hartlepool.
Today there is still a rail link into Cambois

and on to North Blyth with the connections

fromWest Sleekburn and the one from
Marchey’s House also remaining. The
section from Cambois to North Blyth has
been rerouted and now uses the trackbed of
the old NCB colliery line, which ran from
Cambois colliery to the colliery staithes. It is
occasionally used, ironically, for the import
of coal to the once largest coal exporter in
Europe. It is used more frequently for the
transport of aluminium ore from the Alcan
import terminal, built on the site of the
Cambois colliery staithes, to Fort William f
or smelting.
Today there is no trace of North Blyth depot

but there still remain some clues of its existence
and of its NER heritage. Six rows of terraced
houses, originally with outside toilets, built by
the NER for the railway workers still remain.
They were built on a narrow section of land
just east of the depot between the North Sea
and the River Blyth.
The street on which the outside toilets

originally backed onto North Blyth depot
perimeter has the nameWorsdell Street. The
British Railway Staff Association Club that
was built in 1954 alongside the entrance to
the North Blyth depot also remains. It did
have the nameWorsdell Institute but it is
now a restaurant.
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NEWS FOCUS SPECIAL

The centrepiece line-upof traction that spannedall 111yearsof thedepotandmade theGreatWestern ‘God’sWonderful Railway’ comprised, from left,No. 6023
KingEdward II, No. 7903ForemarkeHall,WarshipD821Greyhound, Class 52D1015WesternChampion, Class 50No. 50035ArkRoyal,Class 43No. 43002SirKenneth
Grange, Class 180 setNo. 1801206andClass800 Intercity ExpressNo. 800003QueenElizabeth II/QueenVictoria. JACK BOSKETT/GWR

A legendary name among railway historians
and enthusiasts, Old Oak Common shed signed
off with its last-ever open day on September 2,
when locomotives and traction units of the
past, present and future came together to pay
tribute to 111 proud years of history, in a
showpiece event organised by themodern-day
Great Western Railway, writes Robin Jones.

THE SUPERB
Old Oak Common

GRAND
FINALE

time Old Oak Common because a
byword for transport excellence.
It is 111 years since Old Oak

Common opened on March 17,
1906, and the open day celebrated
its contribution to maintaining
the legends of the GWR.
Following the reconstruction

of Isambard Kingdom Brunel’s
Paddington station and the
introduction of larger locomotives
and new routes, the GWR found
itself in need of a larger depot
than that at Westbourne Park
to service its locomotives and
carriages. The Westbourne Park
depot was built in 1855 and had
long been outgrown.
In 1901, a site was acquired

in South Acton, south of the
Grand Union Canal and on the
Up side of the main line. Taking
four years to lay out and build,
designed by Churchward, it was
the largest depot on the entire
GWR system, and set the pattern
for similar depots throughout the
GWR, including Tyseley.
The depot became the head

of the GWR London operating
division. Throughout its GWR
and early BR operational life,
it remained fairly intact and
similar to its original layout.
The only major difference by the
early 1960s was the addition of
a prewar diesel refuelling stage
just north of the repair shop,

for use by GWR railcars. With
a reduction in steam traction
and the implementation of the
Beeching Axe, in March 1964 the
decision was taken to move the
remaining steam locomotive fleet
to the 1950s-designed Southall
MPD, and reconstruct Old Oak
Common as a diesel depot.
Within a year the majority

of the GWR 1906 depot was
demolished, with only ‘The
Factory’ repair shop, the furthest
western turntable and parts of the
stores left on site.
In 1976 the depot was the

maintenance hub in the Western
Region for the newly introduced
Class 125 High Speeds Trains,

More than 7000 people
turned up to pay their
last respects to Old

Oak Common traction and
maintenance depot before it
closes forever.
Modern-day train operation

Great Western Railway laid on a
special event, OOC:111 Legends
of the Great Western, raising
thousands of pounds for charity.
Classic GWR steam, including

the sole surviving steam
railmotor, lined up alongside
first generation Western Region
diesels, High Speed Trains and an
example of the new Hitachi Class
800 Intercity Express to celebrate
111 years of history, during which
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DidcotRailwayCentre’s now-uniqueGWRsteamrailmotorNo. 93, a vehicleofprofoundhistorical importanceas
it providesabridge linkbetween the steamageand themodern-daymultipleunits thatdominatemostof the
world’s railways, approaches the line-upof classic traction,beginningwith steamon the left andendingwith

thenewHitachi Class 800 setNo. 800003QueenElizabeth II/QueenVictoriaon the far right. FRANKDUMBLETON

A1PeppercornPacificNo. 60163Tornado linesupalongside fellowsteamvisitorsHughShipton’sGWR0-6-0PTNo.6430 fromtheLlangollenRailway,BRBritannia
PacificNo. 70013OliverCromwell fromtheGreatCentral Railway, andHawksworth0-6-0PTNo.1501 fromtheSevernValleyRailway. JACK BOSKETT/GWR
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The sun setson thedoomed legend that isOldOakCommonTMDfor the last timeonanopenday. JACK BOSKETT/GWR

SteamrailmotorNo. 93 runsalongside the funfair and ferriswheel thatwere laidon for theevent. Theaward-winning
railmotorwasdeclaredoutofgaugeon the route from itsDidcotRailwayCentrehometoOldOakCommonso it had to
bebrought inby lorry and it departed the samewayafter the showended for abrief visit to theMid-NorfolkRailway.
FRANKDUMBLETON

which revolutionised inter-city
travel in the UK.
While the HST fleet still

operates today, it is soon to be
replaced after more than 40 years
of service by the new Hitachi
Class 800 sets later this year.
The HST section of Old Oak

Common, more commonly
known as ‘Old Oak Common
HST Depot’ is closing to traffic
in 2018 with the removal of the
Class 125s from services on the
Great Western Main Line. This
closure is to make way for an
all-new facility.
Detailed design work is now

underway in preparation for
the construction of another

new depot on the northern part
of the site. It will replace the
former locomotive depot and
the Coronation Sidings area.
It will provide full servicing,
maintenance and storage for the
proposed new fleet of Crossrail
trains, which will operate
between Reading on the Great
Western main line and Shenfield
on the Great Eastern main line,
using a newly-constructed
tunnel running west-to-east
under London.
Old Oak Common is also

being considered as the location
for a major interchange station
between the GWmain line,
Crossrail, Heathrow Express and

the proposed High Speed 2 line
from Euston to Birmingham,
Manchester and Leeds.
Maintenance of the new

InterCity Express Trains will
be carried out at North Pole IE
Depot, which is situated opposite
the site of Old Oak Common.
All profits from the open day

will go to the depot’s chosen
charity Place2Be, which provides
mental health support for children
in schools and whose patron is the
Duchess of Cambridge.
While it is too early to confirm

the amount that was raised from
the open day, a Great Western
spokesman said that it was
thousands of pounds.
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TheNationalRailwayMuseum’sprototypeHighSpeedTrainpower carNo. 41001
ondisplay in the repair shop. FRANKDUMBLETON

A line-upofClass 50s: from left to right,Nos. 50050, 50049, 50044, 50026, 50017and50007. JACK BOSKETT/GWR

GWRKing4-6-0No. 6023KingEdward IIandModifiedHall 4-6-0No. 7903
ForemarkeHall stand side-by-sideaspart of theLegendsof theGreatWestern
parade.DANIEL GOSLING

GWRRailmotorNo. 93passesGWR4-6-0sNos. 6023KingEdward IIand7903ForemarkeHall,WarshipD821GreyhoundandWesternD1015WesternChampion.
ROBERT FALCONER
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READERS’ LETTERS ATTHE HEART OFTHE HERITAGE RAILWAY SCENE

TRACK TALK
➜Not the first
WHILE reading issue 230 of your
excellentmagazine I noticed on
page 29 aphoto of BR Standard
4MT2-6-0No. 76017 on the
GloucestershireWarwickshire
Railway.Thecaption states that
thismayhavebeen the first time
anengineof this typeworkedon
the line.
During 1964 Iwas a fireman at

Gloucester Horton Road andon
November 9,withmy regularmate
SamMartin, we relieved South
Walesmenon a special 4.30am
Cardiff to Bordesley freight.
The enginewasNo. 76085 of 2E

Saltley shed.Wehad33wagons on
the train,whichwas class F.
I remember this tripwell, as the

enginewas in a diabolical condition
andwould not steamat all – in fact
we stopped for a blow-up just past
where thephoto ofNo. 76017was
taken at Bishops Cleeve.
We stopped for about 10minutes

and then struggled on to Stratford
uponAvonwherewewere relieved.
Incidentally,mymate on this

occasionwas also the driver of the
train, whichwas in the derailment
atWinchcombe,whichbrought the
closure of the line in 1975.

Jim Irwin,
ex 85B, Whitstable, Kent

➜Why longer is better
CAN I take upGaryMaddock’s
point in Platform, issue 232, but
more positively?
There are lots of reasons to

extend the track onpreserved
railways. Quite a lot run from
nowhere to nowhere and are
looking to connect so they canbe
somewhere to somewhere. Also,
Preservation is changing and some
railways are becoming transport
links again.
Extra length does not actually

mean a large increase in fares, as
itwill encouragepeople to come
andmore frequently and also to
stay longer.
This gives increased turnover in

fares, shop revenue and catering.
This is a prescription thatworks and
is proven.
Additionally, it should be

remembered that a large amount
of themoney required is supplied
bypublic donation,which is proof
in itself thatmost people are
sympathetic overall to expansion.
The overall requirement for any
steam railway is to get people to
visit and then keep them there as
long as possible per visit.
With regard toTonyCashmore’s

letter, howwonderful it is to see a
Cashmore supporting the survival
of two locomotives rather than
cutting themup!

Clive Thompson,
email

NRM’s ‘giveaways’ are
going to good homes
EYEBROWShavebeen raised at
the latest decision by theNational
RailwayMuseum togive oneof its
star exhibits, GWRheavy freight
locomotiveNo. 2818, to Swindon
BoroughCouncil’s STEAMmuseum,
as reported in issue 231.
It follows the donation of North

Staffordshire Railway 0-6-2TNo. 2 to
the Foxfield Railway and the LSWRT3
4-4-0No. 563 to the Swanage Railway.
As you commented in your

editorial, giving awaypart of the
National Collection of historical
steam locomotives could be seen
as equivalent to handingoverNHS

hospital stock to theprivate sector.
But as you also rightly pointed

out, there are strings attached to all
three bequests that are designed to
safeguard their futures.
All three of these locomotiveswill

be going to goodhomeswhere they
will be seenby thousands of visitors
andpresumably cared for by teams
of dedicated staff for the benefit of
future generations.
Themoveputs all three of the

engines back in the areaswhere they
spent theirworking lives, as opposed
to theNRM’s sites inYork and Shildon,
where all three havebeenbased for

the past few years, being rotated
between the two centres.
The reasonsmaybe financial, to

ease the burdenof cost on theNRM,
or
theremaybe someothermotive – I
can’t speculate.
However, I can feel confident in

the knowledge that all three engines
will be around formanymore
years continuing to delight railway
enthusiasts and thegeneral public
and educating younger visitors about
our rich industrial legacy.

David Trout,
Durham

GWR 2-8-0 No. 2818
at the Locomotion
museum in Shildon,
sandwiched
between
pioneeringWest
Coast Main Line
modern traction,
the prototype
Deltic and the
tilting High Speed
Train, and on the
other an example
of Bulleid’s
streamlined Pacific
design,Winston
Churchill and
Gresley’s superb
V2 Green Arrow.
DAVID TROUT

THE statementbyAndrewMcLean,
assistantdirector andheadcurator at
theNational RailwayMuseum,“thathad
No. 2818beenoffered to theNational
Collection today, itwouldhavebeen
veryunlikely that itwouldbeaccepted
as sixothermembersof the class
survive”reveals a remarkably adverse
trend in theNRM’sunderstandingabout
thepurposeand importanceof the
NationalCollection.
This thinkingcouldnowbeextended

toMallard,DuchessofHamilton,Evening
StarandmanyotherNationalCollection
locomotives and theycouldbegiven
awayon the same logic.
No. 2818 is importanthistorically

because itwas fromthe first batchof
2-8-0heavy freight locomotives to run in
this country. Itwas thereforea significant
milestone in locomotivedevelopment
andcouldbeconsideredoneof the
all-timegreats.
At the timeofNo. 2818’s introduction,

freightwas thebackboneof the railway
and remained sountil the1960s.
Freightwas farmore important than

passenger traffic andon thishistorical
basis, its longevity andprofessional
restoration tooriginal condition,
No. 2818 ismore important to the
NationalCollection thanFlyingScotsman
inwhich theNRMhas recently invested
£4.5millionofpublicmoneyandonly
achievedahybridof theoriginal design
whichmade it famous.
This apparent lackofunderstanding

of railwayhistorywithin theNRM is very
concerning. Apart fromthe risk to the
NationalCollection it alsoundermines
theworkofmanywhostrove sohard to
make it the finest railwaycollection in
theworld.
Recent actionat theNRMposes the

question: is the custodianshipof the
NationalCollection in safehands?

DavidWard,
email

Churchward
gifted 2-8-0
‘not unique’
I NOTE fromtheeditorial in the latest
HeritageRailway youstate thatNo. 2818
is theonlyexampleof its classwith
inside steampipes.This is not so, as
No. 2874also retains inside steampipes,
andwasnevermodified.
Our intention is indeed to restore

No. 2874 tooperational conditionand
itwill be theonlyexampleof its class
running inoriginal condition, i.e.with
inside steampipes.
Weof coursearealways keen to

welcomenewmembers to the2874
Trust.
Wearevery aware that the restoration

journey is a longoneandwill require
support, notonly financial andpractical
but fromour friends in themedia aswell,
topromoteourprogress .

DavidHolmes,
trustee,2874Trust,
www.2874trust.org

Gifted engine ‘more important
than Flying Scotsman’
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‘Scottish’ Class 31 on trials
at ‘The Plant’ in Doncaster
AS anenthusiastic trainspotter during
theBR steam/diesel‘crossover’era of
the late 1950s andearly 1960s, Iwas
interested to readGeoff Courtney’s
article in lastmonth’s issue about the
little-publicisedevaluation trials of
Stratford-allocatedClass 31D5511 in
Scotlandduring the summerof 1958.
It promptedme to carry out some

researchofmyown, and I have
discovered that thedieselwas recorded
atDoncasterworks on June8, 1958,
andagainonAugust 31, the latter visit
describedasbeing for trials.
Thesedateswould fit inwith thedates

in the article of its spell in Scotland
–Geoff said it arrived in Scotlandon
or about June18, soperhaps the first
Doncaster visit 10daysbeforewason
itswaynorthwhen the locowouldhave
been straight out of theBrushTraction
factory at Loughborough.

TheAugust 31 visit toDoncasterwas
probablywhen itwason itsway south
having finished its evaluationnorthof
theborder, and the fact that it is noted
asbeingon trials at‘ThePlant’indicates
thatmaybe they continued for aperiod
after it had journeyedback south.
Withmost ofmy trainspottingbeing

in theBedford area, I rarely saw the
D55xx series unless I visited Liverpool
Street, King’s Cross or Cambridge.
Ournearest to theClass 31swas
anotherType2, the short-livedClass
28‘Metrovicks’numberedD5700-19,
whichhad service lives of amere10
years.MaybeDaveBrennandwas
thinkingof this class, amongothers,
when in the article onD5511he says
that somediesels of the eraproved to
bevery expensive failures.

Michael Throssell,
Kempston,Bedfordshire

Not the first diesel used
on the ‘Torbay Express’
IWAS rather surprised to readanarticle
inMainLineNews, issue231, entitled
‘Dieselworks‘TorbayExpress’‘.
It gave the impression that the failure

ofTornadoon theTorbayExpresson
Sunday, July2,was the first time that
theTorbayExpresshadbeenworked in
bothdirectionsbyadiesel.
Iwould like toput this assumption

correctby recallinga tripmy familyhad
on theTorbayExpressonSunday, July24
last year,when the rostered locomotive
for the trip,No. 46100RoyalScot, had
failed the fitness-to-run test theprevious
evening, andwasnot able to travel.
Anattempthadbeenmade toobtain

Tornado, in London,whichwasavailable
for the journey, but just likewith the
July2 trip,NetworkRailwasnot able to
agreemovement, asnosuitablepath
wasavailable.

Theend resultwas thatClass 66
No. 66093was substitutedand it
performed theentireout andback trip.
Luckily for thepassengers, all ofwhom
appeared tobedisappointed,wewere
givena fast run throughout, arriving
backatTempleMeadshalf anhourearly,
withnopathingproblems.
A letter later received fromTorbay

Express, apologised for the failure,
whichwasobviouslyoutof its hands,
andpromisedandpaidanautomatic
refund (ason July2).The letter also
stated that allTorbayExpresses in2014
and2015had run steam-hauled, soour
experiencewasunusual.
Also, the service fromtheonboard

catering staffwasexemplary, and this
‘softened theblow’somewhat.

AndyChurchill,
Bristol

IWASdelighted to readyour feature
onCeresRail Company initiatives in
developing steamrailway tourism
in theWesternCape (issue231).
Aspart of agroupwithFfestiniog

Travel (booked throughanadvert
inHeritageRailway)weundertook
aone-day trip fromCapeTown
toDemeter andbackover the
weekendofMarch25-26 this year.
The traindepartedCapeTown

at around7.30amon theSaturday
behind19DNo. 3321 Jessica, but
due topolluted fuel oil havingbeen
suppliedbyanoutside contractor,
the tripwasabortedafter
approximatelyonekilometre.
Wewerevery impressedby

theefforts thatwere takenbyall
associatedwithCeresRail Co,which
arranged for thepolluted fuel oil to
bepumpedout, all valves and filters
cleaned toensure that the tour
couldproceed the followingday,
andwith fuel replaced,No. 3321
gaveusa trip to remember.
The railway fromCapeTown

toWolseley includedsome fine
examplesof semaphore signalling
andBritish-influencedsignalboxes,
still inusearound the cityofPaarl,

whereNelsonMandelahad spent
time inprison.
Theclimb fromWolseleyover

Mitchell’s Pass is truly spectacular,
as instancedby thephotoonpage
81of your article.The sinuous
600ft climbbehindahard-working
loco, in a trainof superbly restored
stock,with fullyopeningwindows,
ensured sights, soundsandsmells
never tobe forgotten.
A superb lunchatCeresGolf

Club set everyoneup for a relaxing
return toCapeTownearlyon the
Sundayevening.Theefforts of all
staff, thoseon footplate, on the
trainandat thegolf clubwere
second tonone– theywerevery
friendly, hard-workingandwent the
extramile toensureeveryonehad
amemorabledayout, despite the
hiccupsof thepreviousday.
Iwould thoroughly recommend

this trip toanyenthusiast or visitor
interested ina superbdayoutwhile
inCapeTown, andhopefully the
CeresRail programmerangewill
grow. I look forward to takingone
of its four-day tours in the future.

Colin JHayton,
WhiteStone,Herefordshire

Magnificent FfestiniogTravel trip
behindSouthAfrican steam

Lookingahead:With crewmembers lookingout foreandaft,D5511passes
throughBlairAtholl stationon theHighlandMainLineduring its evaluation trials
in Scotland in the summerof1958. Thebrand-newdiesel, allocated to theeast
Londonshedof Stratford (30A), spentnearly threemonthsnorthof theborder in
avisit that received littlepublicity and itwas rarelyphotographed.
E RMORTEN COLLECTION
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CAN I say howmuch I enjoyed
the photo feature and article
about the Jubilees in the latest
HeritageRailway – very timely and
welcome.
Living inHuddersfield Iwasalso

chasing the Jubilees formuchof
1965/1966andsawand
photographedmanyof the same
trains capturedbyDavidRodgers

(wewent to the sameschool).
Is thephotograph taken inside

Holbeck shedonAugust 12, 1967,
rather than1966 (the clue is in the
55A shed codeonAlberta)?Did
Kolhapur andAlberta really swap
smokeboxesorwould that be
smokeboxdoors?

DavidSmith,
email

The last of
the Jubilees
IWASastudent inLeeds in themid-
1960s,andreadwithgreat interestyour
accountof the finalmonthsof theJubilee
class inBRoperation.However, letmefill
inacoupleofblanks.
Iwassurprisedthat therewasnothing

aboutwhat Ibelievetobethe last
workingof theclass inScotland.
Thiswas the‘SouthYorkshireman’

special onSeptember24, 1966,which
ran fromBradfordForster SquareviaAis
Gill andBeattock toGlasgowCentral
andback, hauled throughoutby
No. 45565Victoria. I includea shotof the

train awaitingdeparture fromGlasgow
(right).
Youmentionbriefly the short stay

of execution forNo. 45562Alberta
at theendofOctober1967, forone
final railtour.ThiswasanMRTS special
which leftManchesterVictoriabehind
No. 70013OliverCromwell, runningas far
asNormanton.
Here, theJubilee tookover forwhat

wasdefinitely the lastBRpassenger train
hauledbythisclass (seebelow).

MervynLeah,
email

Chasing the Jubilees

JubileeNo. 45562Albertahauls the lastBRpassenger trainhauledbya classmember, inOctober1967.MERVYN LEAH

Jubilee4-6-0No. 45565Victoriawaits todepart fromGlasgowCentral on
September24, 1966.MERVYN LEAH

Just a shortnote to say that I thought theNewsFocusSpecial on theLMSJubileesby
BrianSharpe in issue232ofHeritageRailwaywasexcellent. Pleaseaskhimtokeep
doing special featuresof this type.

SJAllen,Bedfordshire

Let’s have more specials

090 Platform_233.indd 92 08/09/2017 15:55:54



Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. Heritagerailway.co.uk 93

Need forgreaterpunishments
todeter railwayvandals
IT ISgratifyingtohearofpublic
support in thewakeofappeals
followingthesickeningactsof
vandalismonourpreservedrailways.
Manypeopledon’t realise that

it involves farmorethanafew
brokenwindows.Therearedeeply
gratuitousactsofwantonviolence,
togetherwithdrugandalcohol
abuse, followedbyfilthyactsof
degradationnecessitatingthe
“deepcleaning”referredtobyRoger
Melton inhisarticle.
I can’t imaginewhat thehomesof

thesetwisted individualsmustbe
like–andtheywerestupidenough
toreveal their identitiesonsocial
media!As for fallingasleepat the
crime-scene–words failme.What
bafflesme is themotive–when Iwas
at school,with friendsatall levelsof
society,noneofus felt theurgeto
indulge invandalism–onemight
evenaskwhythere isawordfor
somethingsoalientothenatureof
rationalpeople.
Is itnew, thisurgetosmashup

telephonebooths, shopwindows,
bussheltersandtosteal carsand
incinerate them?
Iagreewithoureditorwhenhe

pleads for themagistracy tomake
meaningful restitutionorders in
everycase.Theparentsof these
creaturesmustbemadeaccountable
for thevacuousandwayward
behaviourof theirhorribleprogeny.
There isonefinalaspectofall this

that I findtotallyabhorrent. I’ve
cometoaccept thatone locksup
whenabsent, Igrudginglyaccept
thatsecurity levelshaveescalated
toget insurancecover,and ithas
becomepartof thestatusquothat, if
youhaveanythingofvalue, it isprey
to theyeggmen.
Butwhenyoudoyourbest tocope

withall thatandthenthedregsof
societycomeanddestroywhat little
is left for theundilutedhellof it,
thensurely thetimehascomefor far
sternermeasures?

MartynMcGinty,
Frome,Somerset

Preservation of Britannia
AS someonewhowas involvedwith
the purchase of No. 70000 Britannia,
I amgrateful for yourmention of
the foresight of all enthusiasts who
purchased locomotives and saved
branch lines for future generations.
My colleagues and I weremost

concerned that No. 70000was not to
be officially preserved andwe spent
eight years raising a (now) paltry sum
of £4,200 to save it fromDraper’s
scrapyard.
Our aimwas to operate on themain

line butwe could not raise that kind
ofmoney, so the companywhich
bought Britannia (not the East Anglian
Locomotive Preservation Society)
transferred ownership to a third party.
In fact No. 70000 has had three owners

and I assume that people eventually
lose interest but not one of them
offered any financial assistance during
the early days.
Some time ago, Prince Charles

renamed Britannia and Imust admit
I was bitterly disappointed that not
one of the pioneerswas invited, as I
felt they deserved to be. I hope fellow
enthusiasts did not suffer a similar fate
throughout the country.
Many of the original pioneers

would have passed away and their
contributionwill be remembered; I
hope by the participantswho travel
behind steam, on themain line and
preserved railways.

Colin Richell,
LondonN13

Fascinating window on a bygone age
I HOPE I amnot theonlyHeritage
Railway reader to express their
appreciation for thepublicationof
the Steaming toBundoran article in
issue232.
Itwasoneof themost interesting,

entertaining and indeed thought-
provokingarticles I have ever had
thepleasureof reading in ahobby
magazine.
The author has obviously gone to

considerable effort to producewhat is
also a very readable anddetailed
piece,whichgives a glimpseof a
period that, althoughwithin living
memory, sometimesnowadays seems
very remote from theworldwe live in
today.
MrDougherty is tobe congratulated

warmly.
Lionel Price,

Oswestry, Shropshire

The Brighter SteamNewsMagazine
www.heritagerailway.co.uk
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BRIAN SHARPE’S FULL LISTING OF OPERATIONAL LINES AND MUSEUMVENUES

SOUTH EAST
AmberleyMuseum&
Heritage Centre
Narrow gauge, ¼ mile.
Arundel, West Sussex.
Tel: 01798 831370.
Running: Wed - Sun.
Bluebell Railway
Standard gauge, 11 miles, footplate
experience, wine and dine.
Sheffield Park, East Sussex TN22 2QL.
Tel: 01825 720800.
Engines: 263, 178, 323, 592, 65, 847, 30541,
73082.
Running: Daily.
East Kent Railway
Standard gauge, two miles,
Shepherdswell, Dover.
Tel: 01304 832042.
Running: Suns to Oct 1.
Eastleigh Lakeside Railway
Narrow gauge, 1¼miles,
footplate experience.
Running: W/Es + sch hols.
HastingsMiniature Railway
Narrow gauge, 600 yards,
Rock-a-Nore Road, Hastings, East Sussex.
Running: W/Es + sch hols.
Hayling Seaside Railway
Narrow gauge, one mile.
Hayling Island, Hants.
Running: W/Es, Weds + sch hols.
Isle ofWight Steam Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.
Havenstreet, Isle of Wight.
Tel: 01983 882204.
Engines: 8, 11, 24, 41298.
Running: Sun, Wed,Thur + Sep Sat, Mon,
Tues + 29.

Kempton Steam Railway
Narrow gauge, ½ mile, Hanworth.
Tel: 01932 765328.
Running: Suns.
Kent & East Sussex Railway
Standard gauge, 10½miles,
footplate experience, wine and dine.
Tenterden, Kent. Tel: 01580 765155.
Engines: 32670, 30065, 1638.
Running: W/Es + Sep 26-28.
Lavender Line
Standard gauge, one mile, footplate
experience, wine and dine. Isfield,
East Sussex. Tel: 01825 750515.
Running: Suns.
Mid Hants Railway
Standard gauge, 10 miles, footplate
experience, wine and dine.
Alresford, Hants SO24 9JG.
Tel: 01962 733810.
Engines: 45379, 92212, 41312, 76017, 925.
Running: W/Es + Sep 26-28.
Romney, Hythe &Dymchurch
Railway
Narrow gauge, 13½miles, footplate
experience. New Romney, Kent.
Tel: 01797 362353. Running: Daily.
Royal Victoria Railway
Narrow gauge, one mile.
Netley, Southampton.
Tel: 02380 456246.
Running: W/Es + sch hols.
Sittingbourne & Kemsley
Railway
Narrow gauge, 1¾miles.
Sittingbourne, Kent.
Tel: 01795 424899.
Running: Sep 23, 24.

Spa Valley Railway
Standard gauge, five miles, footplate
experience. Tunbridge Wells, Kent.
Tel: 01892 537715.
Running: W/Es + Oct 13.

SOUTHWEST
Avon Valley Railway
Standard gauge, three miles, footplate
experience, wine and dine.
Bitton, Bristol.
Tel: 0117 932 7296.
Running: Suns + Sep 23, 27, 30, Oct 14.
Bodmin &Wenford Railway
Standard gauge, 6½miles, footplate
experience, wine and dine.
Bodmin, Cornwall.
Tel: 01208 73666.
Engines: 4612, 30587, 30120.
Running: Daily to Oct 1. Oct Suns, Tues,
Wed + 5, 7, 12.
Dartmoor Railway
Standard gauge, seven miles.
Okehampton, Devon.
Tel: 01837 55164.
Running: TBA.
Dartmouth Steam Railway
Standard gauge, seven miles,
wine and dine. Paignton, Devon.
Tel: 01803 555872.
Engines: 7827, 4277, 75014, L94.
Running: Daily.
Devon Railway Centre
Narrow gauge, ½ mile. Bickleigh, Devon.
Tel: 01884 855671.
Running: W/Es + Sep Tues-Fri.

Completewith rainbow,visitingLMS Ivatt 2MT2-6-2TNo. 41312approachesFurnaceSidingsduring thePontypool&BlaenavonRailway steamgalaonSeptember9
with its final passenger serviceof thedaybankedbyGWR2-8-0TNo. 4270. KIERANHARDY

The information in this list was correct at the timeof going to press.We strongly advise that you confirm
detailswith the railway concerned.

East Somerset Railway
Standard gauge, two miles. Cranmore,
Somerset. Tel: 01749 880417.
Engines: 46447, 5637, 41313.
Running: W/Es +Weds.
Gartell Light Railway
Narrow gauge, ½mile. Common Lane,
Yenston, Templecombe, Somerset
BA8 0NB. Tel. 01963 370752
www.newglr.weebly.com
Running: Sep 24.
Helston Railway
Standard gauge. Helston, Cornwall.
Tel: 07875 481380.
Running: Thurs, Suns.
Lynton & Barnstaple Railway
Narrow gauge, one mile. Woody Bay,
north Devon. Tel: 01598 763487.
Running: W/Es, Tues-Thurs + Sep 25.
Moors Valley Railway
Narrow gauge, one mile.
Ringwood, Hants.
Tel: 01425 471415.
Running: W/Es + sch hols.
PlymValley Railway
Standard gauge, 1½miles.
Marsh Mills, Plymouth.
Running: Suns.
Seaton Tramway
Narrow gauge, three miles. Harbour Road,
Seaton, Devon. Tel: 01297 20375.
Running: Daily.
Somerset & Dorset Railway
Standard gauge, ½mile, Midsomer
Norton station, Silver Street BA3 2EY.
Tel: 01761 411221 (Sun, Mon).
Open Sun, Mon.
Running: Oct 29.

UP & RUNNING
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South Devon Railway
Standard gauge, seven miles, footplate
experience, wine and dine. Buckfastleigh,
Devon. Tel: 01364 644370.
Engines: 5542, 5526.
Running: Daily.
Swanage Railway
Standard gauge, six miles, footplate
experience, wine and dine.
Swanage, Dorset. Tel: 01929 425800.
Engines: 34070, 80104, 31806, 30120.
Running: Daily.
Swindon & Cricklade Railway
Standard gauge, three miles,
footplate experience.
Blunsdon, Wiltshire.
Tel: 01793 771615.
Running: W/Es.
West Somerset Railway
Standard gauge, 20 miles,
footplate experience, wine and dine.
Minehead, Somerset TA24 5BG.
Tel: 01643 704996.
Engines: 44422, 53808, 53809, 6960, 7822,
7820, 73082, 34046.
Running: Daily except Oct 9, 13, 16, 20.

EAST ANGLIA
Bressingham SteamMuseum
Narrow gauge, one mile. Diss, Norfolk.
Tel: 01379 686900. Engine: 662
Running: Daily.
Bure Valley Railway
Narrow gauge, nine miles,
footplate experience.
Aylsham, Norfolk.
Tel: 01263 733858.
Running: Daily.
Colne Valley Railway
Standard gauge, one mile,
footplate experience, wine and dine.
Castle Hedingham, Essex.
Tel: 01787 461174.
Running: Suns + Sep 23, 30, Oct 7.
East Anglian RailwayMuseum
Standard gauge, ¼ mile. Wakes Colne,
Essex. Tel: 01206 242524.
Running: Oct 1, 28, 29.
Mangapps Railway
Standard gauge, one mile.
near Burnham-on-Crouch, Essex.
Tel: 01621 784898. Engine: 80078
Running: W/Es.
Mid-Norfolk Railway
Standard gauge, 11½miles, footplate
experience. Dereham, Norfolk.
Tel: 01362 690633. Engines: 9466, 93.
Running: W/Es + SepWeds, Thurs.
Mid-Suffolk Light Railway
Standard gauge, ½ mile.
Brockford, Suffolk.
Running: December.
Nene Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 7½miles,
footplate experience. Wansford,
Peterborough, Cambs.
Tel: 01780 784444. Engine: 34081.
Running: W/Es + Sep 27, Oct 18.
North Norfolk Railway
Standard gauge, 5½miles, footplate
experience. Sheringham, Norfolk
NR26 8RA. Tel: 01263 820800.
Engines: 564, 8572, 92203, 76084, 1744.
Running: Daily.

TwoNERHclass (LNER /BRY7)0-4-0Tsat theMid-Suffolk LightRailway steamgalaonAugust28.BRIAN SCOTT

Wells &WalsinghamRailway
Narrow gauge, four miles.
Wells-next-the-Sea, Norfolk.
Tel: 01328 711630
Running: Daily.
Whitwell & ReephamRailway
Standard gauge, ¼ mile.
Reepham, Norfolk. Tel: 01603 871694.
Running: W/Es, steam first Sun.

HOME COUNTIES
Buckinghamshire Railway
Centre
Standard gauge, ¼ mile, footplate
experience. Quainton Road, Bucks.
Tel: 01296 655720.
Engine: 30585.
Open: Tues-Thurs.
Running: Suns + Sep 23.
Chinnor & Princes
Risborough Railway
Standard gauge, 3½miles.
Chinnor, Oxon.
Tel: 01844 353535. Engine: 6412.
Running: Suns.
Cholsey &Wallingford
Railway
Standard gauge, 2½miles.
Wallingford, Oxon.
Tel: 01491 835067.
Running: Oct 7, 8.
Didcot Railway Centre
Standard gauge, footplate experience.
Didcot, Oxon.
Tel: 01235 817200.
Engines: 93, 6023, 4144.
Open: W/Es.
Running: Sep 23, 24, Oct 7, 8.
Epping Ongar Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.
Ongar, Essex.
Tel: 01277 365200. Engines: Met 1, 6430.
Running: W/Es + Sep 29.
Leighton Buzzard Railway
Narrow gauge, 2¾miles.
Leighton Buzzard, Beds.
Tel: 01525 373888.
Running: Suns + Sep 30.

MIDLANDS
Amerton Railway
Narrow gauge, one mile.
Stowe-by-Chartley, Staffs.
Tel: 01785 850965.
Running: W/Es.
Apedale Valley Railway
Narrow gauge, ½ mile. Apedale,
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs.
Tel: 0845 094 1953.
Running: Sats + Oct 8, 15.
BarrowHill Roundhouse
Standard gauge, ¼ mile. Chesterfield,
Derbyshire. Tel: 01246 472450.
Engines: 60103, 60163
Open: Sep 21-23.
Battlefield Line Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.
Shackerstone, Leics.
Tel: 01827 880754
Running: W/Es +Weds.
Chasewater Railway
Standard gauge, two miles. Walsall,
West Midlands. Tel: 01543 452623.
Running: Suns + Sep 30, Oct 7.
Churnet Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 5¼miles,
footplate experience, wine and dine.
Cheddleton, Staffs.
Tel: 01538 750755. Engines: 6046, 5197.
Running: Suns + Sep 23, 30, Oct 20, 21.
Dean Forest Railway
Standard gauge, 4¼miles, footplate
experience, wine and dine.
Norchard, Lydney, Glos.
Tel: 01594 845840. Engine: 5541.
Running: W/Es +Weds.
Ecclesbourne Valley Railway
Standard gauge, eight miles.
Wirksworth, Derbyshire.
Tel: 01629 823076.
Running: W/Es, Tues + Sep 28.
EveshamVale Railway
Narrow gauge, 1¼miles.
A46 north of Evesham, Worcs.
Tel: 01386 422282.
Running: W/Es.

Foxfield Railway
Standard gauge, 5½miles.
Blythe Bridge, Staffs.
Running: Suns + Sep 23.
Gloucestershire
Warwickshire Railway
Standard gauge, 12 miles, footplate
experience. Toddington, Glos.
Tel: 01242 621405.
Engines: 2807, 4270, 35006, 7903.
Running: W/Es, Tues, Weds + Sep 28.
Great Central Railway
Standard gauge, eight miles.
Loughborough, Leics LE11 1RW.
Tel: 01509 632323. Engines: 48624, 46521,
92214, 45305, 777, 6990, 78018.
Running: W/Es + Sep 27, Oct 5, 6, 17-19.
Great Central Railway
Nottingham
Standard gauge, four miles.
Ruddington, Notts.
Tel: 0115 940 570. Engine: 8274
Running: Suns.
Midland Railway – Butterley
Standard gauge, 3½miles,
footplate experience, wine and dine.
Ripley, Derbyshire.
Tel: 01773 570140. Engine: 5619.
Running: W/Es.
Northampton & Lamport
Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.
Pitsford, Northants. Tel: 01604 820327.
Running: Suns + Sep 23.
Peak Rail
Standard gauge, four miles.
Matlock, Derbyshire. Tel: 01629 580381.
Running: W/Es + Sep 27.
Perrygrove Railway
Narrow gauge. B4228, Coleford, Glos.
Tel: 01594 834991.
Running: W/Es, Tues + Sep 26, 28.
Rocks by Rail
Standard gauge, ¼ mile.
Cottesmore, Rutland.
Open: Tues, Thur, Sun.
Running: Oct 15.

UP & RUNNING
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GWR0-4-2TNo. 1450duringa short visit to theNorthampton&LamportRailwayatPitsfordonAugustbankholiday.MARTIN CREESE

UP & RUNNING

Rudyard Lake Railway
Narrow gauge, 1½miles.
Leek, Staffs. Tel: 01995 672280.
Running: W/Es.
Rushden Transport Museum
Standard gauge, ¼ mile.
Open: W/Es. Running: Oct 21, 22.
Severn Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 16 miles,
footplate experience.
Kidderminster, Worcs DY10 1QR.
Tel: 01562 757900.
Engines: 1501, 7812, 2857, 43106, 1450,
34027, 34053, 7802, 813, 7714, 323, 564, 926.
Running: Daily.
Steeple Grange Light Railway
Narrow gauge, ½ mile, footplate
experience.
Wirksworth, Derbyshire.
Running: Sep Suns.
Telford SteamRailway
Standard gauge, one mile, footplate
experience. Telford, Shropshire.
Email: sec@telfordsteamrailway.co.uk
Tel: 01952 503880.
Running: Sep 24, Oct 1.

NORTHWEST
East Lancashire Railway
Standard gauge, 12 miles, footplate
experience. Bury, Lancs.
Tel: 01617 647790.
Engines: 13065, 52322, 34092.
Running: W/Es + Sep 27-29.
Eden Valley Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.
Warcop, off A66, Cumbria CA16 6PR
01768 342309.
www.evr-cumbria.org.uk
Running: Suns.
Heaton Park Tramway
Standard gauge, ½ mile. Manchester.
Running: Suns pm.
Isle of Man Steam Railway
Narrow gauge, 15½miles.
Douglas, Isle of Man. Tel: 01624 662525.
Running: Daily.

Lakeside &Haverthwaite
Railway
Standard gauge, 3½miles.
near Ulverston, Cumbria.
Tel: 01539 531594. Engines: 42073, 42085.
Running: Daily.
Ravenglass & Eskdale Railway
Narrow gauge, seven miles.
Ravenglass, Cumbria.
Tel: 01229 717171.
Running: Daily.
Ribble Steam Railway
Standard gauge, one mile.
Preston, Lancs.
Tel: 01772 728800.
Running: W/Es to Oct 1.
Stainmore Railway
Standard gauge, ½ mile.
Kirkby Stephen East Station,
Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria CA17 4LA.
Open: W/Es.
Running: December.
West Lancashire Light
Railway
Narrow gauge. Hesketh Bank, Lancs.
Tel: 01772 815881.
Running: Suns.

NORTH EAST
Aln Valley Railway
Standard gauge, ½ mile.
Lionheart station, Alnwick,
Northumberland.
Running: Sep 24.
Appleby FrodinghamRailway
Preservation Society
Standard gauge, 15 miles.
British Steel Steelworks, Scunthorpe.
Tel: 01652 657053.
Running: Sep 23, 30.
Bowes Railway
Standard gauge, one mile.
Springwell, Tyne & Wear.
Tel: 01914 161847.
Open: Oct 7, 8.

Cleethorpes Coast Light
Railway
Narrow gauge, two miles.
Cleethorpes, North East Lincolnshire.
Tel: 01472 604657.
Running: W/Es + Sep 25-29.
Derwent Valley Railway
Standard gauge, ½ mile. Murton Park,
Layerthorpe, York.
Tel: 01904 489966.
Running: Sep 24.
Elsecar Railway
Standard gauge, one mile. Footplate
experience.
Elsecar, South Yorks.
Tel: 01226 746746. Open: Daily.
Running: Suns.
Embsay & Bolton Abbey
Steam Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.
Embsay, North Yorks.
Engine: 5643.
Running: W/Es + Tues.
Keighley &Worth Valley
Railway
Standard gauge, five miles, footplate
experience, wine and dine.
Keighley, West Yorks BD22 8NJ.
Tel: 01535 645214.
Engines: 43924, 1054, 5820, 75078, 85,
90733.
Running: W/Es +Weds.
Kirklees Light Railway
Narrow gauge, four miles. Huddersfield,
West Yorks. Tel: 01484 865727.
Running: W/Es.
Lincolnshire Coast Light
Railway
Narrow gauge, ½ mile.
Water Leisure Park, Walls Lane, Skegness,
Lincolnshire.
Running: TBA.
LincolnshireWolds Railway
Standard gauge, 1½miles.
Ludborough, Lincolnshire.
Tel: 01507 363881.
Running: Sep 24, Oct 8.

Middleton Railway
Standard gauge, 1½miles.
Hunslet, Leeds.
Tel: 0113 271 0320.
Engine: 1310.
Running: W/Es.
North Tyneside Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.
North Shields.
Tel: 0191 200 7106
Running: W/Es.
North YorkshireMoors
Railway
Standard gauge, 18 miles, wine and dine.
Grosmont, North Yorks.
Tel: 01751 472508.
Engines: 76079, 80136, 44806, 61264, 926,
5199, 7714, 1501.
Running: Daily.
South Tynedale Railway
Narrow gauge, 3½miles. Alston, Cumbria.
Tel: 01434 382828/381696.
Running: W/Es, Tues, Thurs.
Tanfield Railway
Standard gauge, three miles.
near Gateshead, Tyne and Wear.
Tel: 01913 887545.
Running: Suns.
Weardale Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.
Stanhope, Bishop Auckland, Co Durham.
Tel: 01388 526203.
Running: W/Es.
Wensleydale Railway
Standard gauge, 22 miles.
Leeming Bar, North Yorkshire.
Tel: 0845 450 5474.
Engine: 69023.
Running: W/Es, Tues + Sep 27.

WALES
Bala Lake Railway
Narrow gauge, 4½miles.
Llanuwchllyn, Gwynedd.
Tel: 01678 540666.
Running: Thurs + Sep 23, 24, 26, 27, 30,
Oct 1.
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Barry Tourist Railway
Standard gauge, two miles. Barry Island,
Glamorgan. Tel: 01446 748816.
Running: TBA.
BreconMountain Railway
Narrow gauge, 3½miles. Merthyr Tydfil,
Glamorgan. Tel: 01685 722988.
Running: W/Es, Tues-Thurs + Sep 25.
Cambrian Heritage Railways
Standard gauge, ¾ mile. Llynclys station
& Oswestry station (museum open Tues-
Sun). Tel: 01691 728131.
Running: Sep 23, 24 (Lynclys).
Corris Railway
Narrow gauge, ¾ mile.
Corris, Machynlleth. Tel: 01654 761303.
Running: Sep 24.
Fairbourne Railway
Narrow gauge, two miles. Fairbourne,
Gwynedd. Tel: 01341 250362.
Running: W/Es, Tues-Thurs.
Ffestiniog Railway
Narrow gauge, 15 miles, Porthmadog,
Gwynedd. Tel: 01766 516000.
Running: Daily.
Gwili Railway
Standard gauge, 2.5 miles.
Bronwydd Arms, Carmarthenshire.
Tel: 01267 238213.
Running: Wed, Thurs + Sep 23, 24, 26,
Oct 1, 7, 15.
Llanberis Lake Railway
Narrow gauge, three miles. Llanberis,
Gwynedd. Tel: 01286 870549.
Running: Sun-Thur + Sep Fris.
Llangollen Railway
Standard gauge, 10 miles, footplate
experience, wine and dine.
Llangollen, Denbighshire.
Tel: 01978 860979.
Engines: 5199, 80072, 45337.
Running: Daily.
Pontypool & Blaenavon
Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.
Blaenavon, Torfaen. Tel: 01495 792263.
Running: Oct 28.
Rhyl Miniature Railway
Narrow gauge. Rhyl, North Wales.
Running: W/Es.
SnowdonMountain Railway
Narrow gauge, 4½miles.

Beamish
County Durham. The Living Museum
of the North. Open: Daily.

Col Stephens RailwayMuseum
Tenterden Station, Kent. Open: W/Es.
Tel: 01580 765155.

Conwy Valley RailwayMuseum
Betws-y-Coed, Conwy. Open: Daily.
Tel: 01690 710568.

Crewe Heritage Centre
Vernon Way, Crewe. Open: W/Es + B/H.
Tel: 01270 212130.

Head of Steam
North Road Station, Darlington.
Open: Tues-Sun. Tel: 01325 460532.

MuseumOf Scottish Railways
Bo’ness. Open: Daily. Tel: 01506 825855.

Irchester NarrowGauge
RailwayMuseum
Near Wellingborough, Northants.
Open: Suns. Tel: 01604 675368.

Kidderminster Railway
Museum
Kidderminster, Worcs. Open: SVR
operating days. Tel: 01562 825316.

Locomotion: The National
RailwayMuseum, Shildon
Co Durham. Open: Daily.
Tel: 01388 777999.

London Transport Museum
Covent Garden Piazza.
Open: Daily.
Tel: 0207 379 6344.

Manchester Museum of
Science & Industry
Castlefield, Manchester.
Open: Daily. Tel: 0161 832 2244.

National RailwayMuseum
Leeman Road, York. Open: Daily.
Tel: 01904 621261.

Penrhyn Castle Industrial
RailwayMuseum
Bangor, Gwynedd.
Open: Daily.

Rail Story
Ingrow, West Yorks. Open: Daily.
Tel: 01535 680425.

Shillingstone Station
Shillingstone, Dorset. Open: Sat, Sun
and Wed. Tel: 01258 860696.

Somerset & Dorset Railway
Trust
Washford, Somerset. Open: Weekends.
Tel: 01984 640869.

STEAM –Museum of the GWR
Swindon, Wilts. Open: Daily.
Tel: 01793 466646.

St Albans South Signalbox &
Museum
St Albans City station. Tel: 01727 863131.

Ulster Folk & Transport
Museum
Cultra, Co Down. Open: Tues-Sun.

West Cumberland Railway
Museum
St Bees, Cumbria. Open: Monthly,
dates as per Facebook entry or email
petergrooke@btinternet.com

Yeovil Railway Centre
Yeovil Junction, Somerset.

RailwayMuseums

After several years runningas0-6-0TThomas,Hunslet 0-6-0STNo. 2387of1941BrookesNo.1has returned to serviceon the
MiddletonRailway inauthentic condition.ANDREWDENNISON

Llanberis, Gwynedd. Tel: 01286 870223.
Running: Daily.
Talyllyn Railway
Narrow gauge, 7½miles, footplate
experience. Tywyn, Gwynedd.
Tel: 01654 710472.
Running: Daily.
Teifi Valley Railway
Narrow gauge, ½ mile. Henllan,
Ceredigion SA44 5TD.
Tel: 01559 371077.
Running: Sun, Tues - Thurs.
Vale of Rheidol Railway
Narrow gauge, 11¾miles.
Aberystwyth, Ceredigion.
Tel: 01970 625819. Engines, 8, 9.
Running: Daily.
Welsh Highland Heritage
Railway
Narrow gauge, one mile.
Porthmadog, Gwynedd.
Tel: 01766 513402.
Running: W/Es, Tues-Thurs.
Welsh Highland Railway
Narrow gauge, 26 miles.
Caernarfon, Gwynedd.
Tel: 01766 516000.
Running: Daily except Oct Mon, Fri.
Welshpool & Llanfair Light
Railway
Narrow gauge, eight miles.
Llanfair Caereinion, Mid-Wales.
Tel: 01938 810441. Engines: 822, 823.
Running: W/Es + Sep 26-29.

SCOTLAND
Almond Valley Railway
Narrow gauge, ¼ mile. Livingston,
West Lothian.
Tel: 01506 414957.
Running: W/Es + sch hols.
Bo’ness & Kinneil Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.
Bo’ness, West Lothian.
Tel: 01506 822298.
Running: W/Es + Tues.
Caledonian Railway
Standard gauge, four miles.
Brechin, Angus.
Tel: 01356 622992.
Running: December.

Keith & Dufftown Railway
Standard gauge, 11 miles.
Dufftown, Banffshire.
Running: Fri-Sun to Oct 1.
Leadhills &Wanlockhead
Railway
Narrow gauge, one mile. Leadhills,
South Lanarkshire.
Tel: 0141 556 1061.
Running: SepW/Es.
Royal Deeside Railway
Standard gauge, one mile.
Milton of Crathes, Kincardineshire.
Running: W/Es.
Ayrshire Railway Centre
Standard gauge, 1⁄3 mile.
Dunaskin, Dalmellington Road (A713),
Waterside, Ayrshire.
Running: Sep 24.
Strathspey Railway
Standard gauge, 10 miles. Aviemore,
Inverness-shire. Tel: 01479 810725.
Engines: 828, 46512.
Running: W/Es, Weds, Thurs + Sep Fris.

IRELAND
Cavan & Leitrim Railway
Narrow gauge, ½ mile. Dromod, County
Leitrim. Tel: 00353 71 9638599.
Running: TBA.
Downpatrick & County Down
Railway
Standard gauge, four miles.
Downpatrick, County Down.
Running: Oct 28.
Giant’s Causeway & Bushmills
Railway
Narrow gauge, two miles.
Bushmills, County Antrim.
Tel: 0282 073 2844.
Running: W/Es.
Waterford & Suir Valley
Railway
Narrow gauge, two miles.
Kilmeadan, County Waterford.
Running: Daily to end Sep.
West Clare Railway
Narrow gauge. Moyasta Junction,
Co Clare.
Open: Daily.

UP & RUNNING
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STAY A WHILE

CUMBRIA

WEST SOMERSET

CORNWALL/DEVON BORDER

FFESTINIOG/WHR

ISLE OF MAN

KENT & EAST SUSSEX

WORTH VALLEY

To advertise on our Stay aWhile page or for information on
our special deals to also advertise in our sister publication

The Railway Magazine please call Andrew Bruce on
01507 529310 or Craig Amess on 01507 529537

or email abruce@mortons.co.uk or camess@mortons.co.uk

Valley View Holiday Cottage

EXPOSEDbeams and views over theTyneValley
add to its charm.
ValleyView is perfectly situated for thosewho

wish to explore theNorth East of England.
With the cosmopolitan city of Newcastle just

a short drive away you can explore all the city
has to offer. In the other direction is the stunning

Northumbrian countrysidewith itsmany castles
and theworld famousHadrian’sWall.
For the railway enthusiasts, AlnValley Railway,

Weardale Railway, NorthTyneside SteamRailway,
SouthTynedale Railway and various newbuild
projects are all within anhour’s drive.There are
various railway structures to explore too.

ValleyViewCottage is owned and runby two
railway enthusiasts.

➜ If youwish toenquire about abookingorhave
anyotherquestionsplease feel free to contact
Richardon07764304210.
www.valleyviewstocksfield.co.uk

Valley View is a delightful stone built terraced cottage, located in the welcoming
hamlet of West Mickley, which is next to the popular village of Stocksfield, both set
in wonderful Northumbrian countryside. The cottage boasts a cosy open fire,
in a large inglenook fireplace.
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CLASSIFIED EXPRESS GOODS
Contact Andrew Bruce on 01507 529310 • abruce@mortons.co.uk

DVD

BOOKS

EVENTS
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ENGINEERING

FOR SALE

RAILWAYANA

TILED MAPS

MODELS

WANTED

WANTED
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Catch up with the latest
news, views and great
features every four weeks.

Issue 234 is out on
October 20, 2017.

KEY■Major or featured galas ■ Diesel and/or electric galas ■ Thomas and family event

Plenty to keep us busy!
BRITAIN’Sarmyofsteamenthusiastswill as-everbespoilt for
choiceover thecomingweeks.Firstup is theSevernValleyRailway,
with its traditional four-dayextravaganzaonamainlySouthern
theme.There isanolivegreenSchoolsclass4-4-0andtheunique
all-night running,whichthisyearwill feature twoBulleidPacifics.
BarrowHillRoundhouseopens itsdoorsagain,withBritain’s

favouriteLNERPacifics–94year-oldFlyingScotsmanandnine-
yearoldTornado–starringalongsideeachother inwhat is sure to
beasell-outevent.
TheNorthYorkshireMoorsRailway’sautumngalawill feature

GWRprairieandpannier tanksalongside itsownvariedhome
fleet,while theLynton&BarnstapleRailwaywillbe introducingan
engineevenyounger thanTornadoasAmerican2-4-2TLynmakes
itsgaladebut.
TheWestSomersetRailway’s themewillbeBathandBeyond,

reflectingtheSomerset&Dorset lineandamixtureofSR,LMSand
GWmotivepower.
HeritageRailwaywillbecoveringtheseandothereventsover

thecomingmonth.
NewlyoverhauledSRSchools 4-4-0No. 926ReptonatBeckholeon theNorthYorkshireMoors
RailwayonAugust 31. LUKE TAYLOR

Thehomefleetwill includeStandard4MT
2-6-0No.76079and2-6-4TNo.80136,LNERB1
No.61264andLMS‘BlackFive’No.44806.
It isalsohopedthat‘BlackFive’No.5428

EricTreacyandNERQ60-8-0No.63395willbe
able tomakeappearancessubject tocompletion
ofoverhauls.

30,Oct1:ChurnetValleyRailway:War in
theValley
30,Oct1:LeightonBuzzardRailway:Fifty
YearsofPreservation
30,Oct1:Lynton&BarnstapleRailway:
AutumnGala■
Therailway’snew-buildBaldwin2-4-2TLynplus
severalotherengineswillbe insteam.

30,Oct1:RibbleSteamRailway:Diesel
Gala■
30,Oct1:SpaValleyRailway:DaysOut
withThomas■
30,Oct1:Welshpool&LlanfairRailway:
VintageWeekend

October
1:BuckinghamshireRailwayCentre:
AutumnSteamGala
1:EastAnglianRailwayMuseum:All
TrainsGreatandSmall
5-8:GreatCentralRailway:Autumn
SteamGala■
In the50thanniversary yearof theendof
Southern steam, this eventwill see twoBulleid
Battleof BritainPacifics visiting the line;
No. 34053SirKeithParkandNo. 3408192
Squadron.

5-8:WestSomersetRailway:Autumn
SteamGala■
VisitingLocomotivesforthismajorgalawillbe
SRWestCountryPacificNo.34046Braunton
andGWR4-6-0sNo.7820DinmoreManor
and7822FoxcoteManor.
FromthehomefleetwillbeGWR4-6-0

No.6960RaveninghamHall,LMS4F0-6-0
No.44422andSDJR7F2-8-0sNos.53808
and53809.
Therewillbea freight train running, including

shuntingdemonstrationsatMineheadon
SaturdayandSunday.
It is planned for all locomotives tobe running
chimney-first onSaturdayandSunday,with
MineheadandNortonFitzwarren turntables

inuse.Thismayalsoprovepossibleon the
other twodays.
Mineheadworkshopswill bepartiallyopen

onSaturdayandSunday.

6-8:BluebellRailway:DPS40th
Anniversary■
6-8:FfestiniogRailway:Victorian
Weekend
7,8:ApedaleValleyRailway:DieselGala
■

7,8:ChasewaterRailway:CoalTrain
Weekend
7,8:GloucestershireWarwickshire
Railway:AutumnDieselWeekend■
7,8:Cholsey&WallingfordRailway:
1940sWeekend
7,8:EastLancashireRailway:DaysOut
withThomas■
7,8:SpaValleyRailway:DaysOutwith
Thomas■
13-15:LlangollenRailway:Autumn
SteamGala■
Featuringan intensive timetableofboth
passengerandmixedtraffic trains,avarietyof
steamlocomotivesandspecialattractions taking
placealongthe line.

13-15:NeneValleyRailway:DieselGala
■

13-15:NorthYorkshireMoorsRailway:
Railway inWartime
13-15:SwanageRailway:AutumnSteam
Gala■
14,15:AvonValleyRailway:AutumnGala
14,15:EastLancashireRailway:Autumn
SteamGala■
14,15:EcclesbourneValleyRailway:
EVR150
14,15:RoyalDeesideRailway:Endof
SeasonGala
15:LeightonBuzzardRailway: Diesel
Day ■

RAILWAYANA
October
7:GreatNorthernRailwayana,Poynton

SPECIAL EVENTS
September
21-24:SevernValleyRailway:Autumn
SteamGala■
StarvisitorswillbenewlyoverhauledSRSchools
4-4-0No.926Repton fromtheNYMR,GERY14
0-6-0No.564fromtheNNRandSECRPclass
0-6-0TNo.323Bluebell.
Aswellasan intensiveservice, therewillbe

overnight runningonFridayandSaturday
withBulleidPacificsNos.34027TawValleyand
34053SirKeithPark,marking50yearssincethe
endofSouthernsteam. Itwillbethe lastgala
appearanceofNo.7812ErlestokeManorbefore
overhaul.
Additionalattractionswillbeanearlymorning

breakfast train,goodstrainbrakevanrides,
shuntingdemonstrations,autotrainswith
No.1450andVictoriannarrowgaugesteamtrain
rideswithFfestiniogRailwayNo.2Prince.

22-24:Bodmin&WenfordRailway:China
ClayGala
23:Welshpool&LlanfairRailway:Diesel
Day■
23:WestLancashireLightRailway:50th
AnniversaryGala
23,24:AvonValleyRailway:1940s
Weekend
23,24:BarrowHillRoundhouse:Steam
Gala■
The refurbished roundhouse reopenswitha
spectacular starringLNERPacificsNos. 60103
FlyingScotsmanand60163Tornado.

23,24:Bluebell Railway: Steam
ThroughtheAges.

Thisneweventwillbringseveraleras from
history to lifewithadifferentdecadere-created
ateachstation.
TheVictorianerawillbedepictedatSheffield

Park,HorstedKeynesStationwillgivea flavour
of lifeduringthewaryearsof the1940s,while
Kingscotewill seethe1960s takingcentrestage.
At theendof the lineatEastGrinsteadvisitors

willbeable toenjoymusic fromthe1980s.

23,24:DevonRailwayCentre:Anything
GoesWeekend
23,24:DidcotRailwayCentre:Anything
GoesWeekend
23,24:EastLancashireRailway:Autumn
DieselGala■
23,24:EppingOngarRailway:Autumn
DieselGala■
23,24:FoxfieldRailway:AutumnGala■
Thisyearwill again featureanumberof road
steamvehiclesondisplayatCaverswallRoadand
alsotravellingtoFoxfieldColliery throughout
theday.
Freight trainswillberunningfromthecolliery

andtheDubscranetankwillbegiving lifting
demonstrations.

23,24:GloucestershireWarwickshire
Railway:DaysOutwithThomas■
23,24:Kent&EastSussexRailway:Days
OutwithThomas■
23,24:LlangollenRailway:Diesel
Weekend■
23,24:NeneValleyRailway:Thomas
BranchLineWeekend■
23,24:Sittingbourne&KemsleyRailway:
IvortheEngine■
24:LincolnshireWoldsRailway:Diesel
Day■
29–Oct1:NorthYorkshireMoors
Railway:AutumnSteamGala■
Thiseventwill seeupto11 locomotives insteam
over theweekend.
SRSchools4-4-0No.926Reptonwillbe

makingareturnafteroverhaul inSouthern
Railwayolivegreen livery.
The linewillbewelcomingsomenewfaces:

GWR2-6-2TNo.5199fromtheLlangollen
Railway,and0-6-0PTsNos.1501and7714
fromtheSevernValleyRailway,whichwill run
double-headed.

THE MONTH AHEAD
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