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Heritage railways
going to town!
FORGETall thebluster about to thegeneral

electionandBrexit:what ismakingBritain
trulygreat again is theheritage railway sector!

In thepastmonth, attentionhasagain focused
on theEastCoastMainLine,wherea successionof
steam,diesel andelectric speed recordswere set,
the latestbeing101mph recordedbyA1Pacific
Tornadoona90mphovernightproving run.
Itwas the first time in50years that a steam

locomotive reached themagic ton in theUK,
andwhat is evenmore remarkable, itwasa first
byanengine thatwasnotbuilt byor for amajor
railwaycompany,butbyagroupof enthusiasts
who formanyyearswerepersistently told itwas
impossible.
I have longmaintained thatTornado is to the

21st centurywhat FlyingScotsman–which
reached100mphonNovember30, 1934,was to
the20th.However, theworld’smost famous steam
locomotiveof all timewasbynomeans ready to
handover itsmany-jewelledcrown to theyoung
pretender
BeforeAprilwasout, yetmoreglobal transport

historywasmadeon the route.Aunique spectacle
saw four trains–oneheadedbyFlyingScotsman
– run in staggered formation inparallel down10
milesof the route southbound intoYork. Intended
topromoteVirginTrains’newAzumaunitswhich
aredue toenter service in2018, the spectaclewas
watchedby–and inspired–millions across the
globeafterbeingcapturedon filmbothon the
groundand fromhelicopters.
Away fromthemain line, theheritage sector

ispullingout all the stops toboost thenation’s
tourist economy,with several towns set tobe
added to the steamrailwaymap.Aphenomenal
response to theGloucestershireWarwickshire
Railway’s £1.25millionBroadwayextension
share issuemeans that trainswill be running into
the tourist honeypotnext year, giving the linea
meaningful northerndestination.
June13will see theSwanageRailway revivalists’

dreamofmore than fourdecades finally realised,
when their first timetabled trains intoWareham
run.
InWales, theLlangollenRailway ismaking rapid

progresswithbuildinganewwestern terminus
atCorwenCentral, at theendofoneof themost
beautiful scenic standardgauge lines inEurope.
Corwen ina traditionalWelsh townwaiting to
be‘discovered’bynewgenerationsof visitors
rather thanbeingpassed through in secondsby
motoristson theA5, andwithamajor attraction
now in itsmidst, haseverything toplay for.
The railwayhas launcheda share issue to raise

£370,000 tocomplete the stationanda run-
round loop.The issue, like thatof theG/WR, richly
deserves support fromenthusiasts all across the
country, andoncecompleted,will see theheritage
line linking two towns for the first time, thereby
creatingamajor addition to the sector’s portfolio.
Again, Llangollen’snewshare issue is a rallying

cry for everyone togetonboardanotherbigone,
andhaving seen thedevelopment formyself,
imploreour readers tohelp inanyway theycan.

A somewhat blurred view of Peppercorn A1 Pacific No. 60163 Tornado storming through Northallerton station at 11.56pm on Tuesday, April 11, but who cares
about focus? The locomotive was heading northwards on the outward leg of its 90mph test run, from Doncaster to Tyne Yard, before embarking on a return
journey on which it hit 101mph, setting a new heritage era record in the UK. The shutter speed was at a 1/60 of a second at F4, 6500 ASA, and remarkably the
smokebox number is pin sharp, caught by a flash burst at 1/400 second. The station was deserted except for three enthusiasts and a BBC Leeds cameraman
whowas part of a team compiling a documentary on the record run. See Headline News, pages 10-11, andMain Line News, pages 56-57 for the full report and
timings.MAURICE BURNS
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Flying Scotsman’smagnificent month
Tornadomay have run at more than 100mph, emulating
Flying Scotsman’sworld record feat of 1934, but its
crowd-pulling April tour proved that it is not ready to
concede its crown as the world’s most famous steam
locomotive to the young pretender yet!

Liassic lives on!
The Statfold Barn Railway is noted for its rapid overhauls
of rare narrow gauge locomotives. Mark Smithers reports
on the return to steam of an engine once thought
unlikely to ever return to Britain.
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SPECIAL REPORT

byRobinJonesandBrianSharpe

FLYINGScotsman– the locomotive
whichhas theuncannyabilityofwriting
world transporthistorywithout a
second thought–hasdone it again.
Ashelicopters circledoverhead,global

headlines andnewsreel footagewere
generatedona steadyproduction run
afterdawnonSunday,April 23,when
No. 60103 stood to the left of threeof its
EastCoastMainLine successors –but
stillmanaged to take thecentre stage
podium.
Auniqueworld-first event saw

NetworkRail’sworksdelivery
departmentatDoncaster take
possessionof all four ECML tracks from
Tollerton intoYork, so twoof the trains
could run in the“wrong”direction
alongside theother two.
Theaimwas topromote the

forthcoming latest state-of-the-art
trainson theECML– theClass 800Virgin
Azuma.

BilledasVirginTrains’ ‘FourTrains’
event, the spectacle,whichwas
enhancedbyunbroken sunshine from
acloudlessblue sky, saw theA3at the
headof a setofWestCoast Railways’
Mk.1s represent the route’s illustrious
past as it linedupalongsideaClass
125HighSpeedTrainandaClass 225
InterCity set, typical of everyday travel
on theECML today, andoneof thenew
VirginAzumasets, seenas the futureof
theKing’sCross toEdinburgh line.

Four generations
The four trains, each representingone
of fourgenerationsof ECMLmotive
power,wereamassed ina compound
atTollerton,with FlyingScotsman’s
trainbeing towed therebyoneof the
A3’s immediate successors, Class 55
DelticD9002King’sOwnYorkshireLight
Infantry,alsoownedby theNational
RailwayMuseum, therebymakingupa
fifthgeneration.
OperatedbyWestCoast, Scotsman’s

driverwasRonSmith,withCliveGould

as firemanandMickRawlingas traction
inspector.
TheHST setwas ledbyClass 43

power carNo. 43238,which in2015was
renamedNationalRailwayMuseum40
Years1975-2015 tomark theYorkvenue’s
40thbirthday.The same locomotive
previously carried thenameNational
RailwayMuseum–TheFirstTenYears
1975-1985 for 12years from1985.An
InterCity125 took theworld record for
the fastestdiesel-powered train,when it
was recordedat anabsolutemaximum
speedof148mphon theECMLduring
1987.
The InterCity225electric setwas

ledbyClass 82DriverVehicleTrailer
No. 82205FlyingScotsman,partof the
modern-day set continuing the famous
named train.Alsoacutting-edge
speedmachine likeFlyingScotsman
(official 100mphworld record seton
Lincolnshire’s StokeBank in1934), an
InterCity225 (140mphtopservice
speed) reached161.7mph–alsoon
StokeBank -onSeptember17, 1989.

That set’sClass 91power car,No. 91010,
still holds theBritish locomotive speed
record.
TheAzuma is the first of theClass 800s

beingbuilt byHitachi inNewtonAycliffe,
CountyDurhamandwhichwill render
theClass 125and225 setsobsolete,
after entering servicenext year.

Staggered formation
Theplanwas to runall four inaparallel
but staggered formation fromTollerton
before liningup forphotographs
alongside theSidingsHotel and
Restaurant at Shipton.Developedon
the siteof the formerBeningborough
station, once the first stopon theECML
outofYorkuntil it closed in1958, the
complexhasbeendevelopedaround
fivePullman-style railwaycarriages.
Breakfast at theSidings forVIPguests

including theArchbishopofYork John
Sentamuandanarmyof journalists
andphotographerswas servedas they
waited for theentourageonsteels
wheels toarrive.

East Coast sunrise spectacular
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Earlier, before the sun rose, hundreds
of enthusiastshadpositioned
themselvesonall theoverbridgesand
vantagepoints tophotograph the
once-in-a-lifetime spectacle.Departing
fromTheSidings, theAzumaunit sped
away fromtheother three trains,which
remained in staggered formation.No
passengerswereallowedonboard.
AtYork, Scottishpipers andabrass

bandwelcomed the trains into the
platform,withScotsmanand theAzuma
unit arriving simultaneously fromthe
two track section.Among thewaiting
guestswasNetworkRail chairmanSir
PeterHendyandproudNRMdirector
Paul Kirkman.TheDelticwas thenposed
alongwithall four trains in the station.
While someof theplatformswere

packedwithearly rise spectators, and
crowdbarriers restrictedaccess at the
start, therewereno reported incidents
of trespassof thekindwhichmarred
FlyingScotsman’sofficial comeback
run fromKing’sCross toYork last year,
and several subsequent trips.Network

Rail haddespatchedstaff toevery
overbridgeandvantagepointwell
before the four trains rolledpast after
daylightbroke.
Theevent, organisedbyVirginTrains,

theNational RailwayMuseum,Network
Rail,Welcome toYorkshire andHitachi,
hadbeennearly a year in theplanning
stage, afterFlyingScotsman returned
to the rails after its restoration.Thebig
challengewas to identity a fewhours
at a timewhen the trackswouldbe free
tohost four trains travelling in the same
direction.

Engineering works
Tollerton toYork, adistanceof 10miles,
was chosenpartlybecauseengineering
works atThirskmeant that the tracks
wouldbevacanton theday.
RobMcIntosh,managingdirector for
NetworkRail on theLondonNorth
EasternandEastMidlands route, said:
"Tohaveachieved this truly special,
once inagenerationeventwith the
eyesof theworldwatching–and to

havenot causedanydisruption to
regular rail passengers –makesme
immenselyproud.
“TheECMLand its longheritage

isuniquelyplaced tohave run these
fourhistoric trains fromfourdifferent
generations sideby side.
“Thiswasa long-standingvision for

bothmyself andour industrypartners
and that visionhasbecomea reality,
creatingawonderful occasion tohelp
us celebrateourproud rail heritageas
well as theongoing successofBritain’s
railways.
“I amdelighted thatwehavebeen

able to create suchaprestigious and
uniqueevent for thepeopleofYorkshire.
Theareahasaveryproud rail heritage
andbyworkingcloselywithour industry
partnerswe’vebeenable to turnwhat
hasbeena logistically challengingvision
– tocreatean iconic railwaymoment
on theECML–without impactingon
regularpassengers.”
DavidHorne,managingdirector for

VirginTrainson theeast coast, said:

“Just oneyearon fromunveilingour
brandnewVirginAzuma trains,we’re
delighted topresent this uniqueevent
that showcases thepast, present and
futureof rail travel in theUK,with
Azuma travellingalongside Flying
Scotsmanand trains fromour revamped
current fleet.’

Once in a lifetime
SirGaryVerity, chief executiveof
Welcome toYorkshire, said:‘What a
moment inhistory; aonce ina lifetime
eventonStGeorge’sDayand justdays
before the start of theTourdeYorkshire.
We're immenselyproud tobe flying the
flag for this once-in-a-generation railway
spectacular.
“It couldn’t havegonebetter. Itwas

particularlypleasing that all thepartners
came together for something that
people saidwas impossible topull off. It
is amoment inhistory to remember– it
will neverbe repeated.”
NRMassistant curatorBobGwynne

said:“To seeaclassic locomotive from

Above: The four trains run in
formationon the four-trackEast
CoastMainLine.VIRGIN TRAINS

FlyingScotsman stands inYork stationalongsideDelticD9002King’s
OwnYorkshireLight Infantry.ROBIN JONES

TheFix-itTeamwhichmadetheFourTrainsevent
happen:staff fromNetworkRail’sworksdelivery
departmentatDoncasterstandalongsideFlying
ScotsmanatYork.ROBIN JONES

TheAzumaunit has justpassedasFlyingScotsman, theHSTand theClass 91accelerateaway fromTheSidings towardsYork.
BRIAN SHARPE
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the1930sand jumping fromtheendof
the steamageon theEastCoastmain
line to the21st century inone shotwasa
reallynicemoment.
“TheNRM isproud thatFlying

Scotsman, a symbolof engineering
excellence, the first steam locomotive
toachieveanauthenticated speedof
100mphand the first toundertakea
non-stop runbetweenKing’sCross and
EdinburghWaverley, is taking itsplace
alongside suchworthy successors to its
speedandstylemantle.”
Paul Kirkmansaid:“Inwhat is

genuinely aworld firstwithourengines
of thepast, present and future coming
together in thisway,wearedelighted to
have supported thisuniquecelebration
ofour railwayheritage, unlikely tobe
seenagain inour lifetimes.
“TheECMLhas longbeen famed for

speedandstyle. In the19th century
elegant locomotivesweredesigned to
haul trainson this route cementing its
reputationasa railway racing stretch
operatedby thoroughbredengines.
The four train line-upepitomises the
evolutionof the latergenerationof fast,
elegant andstylish trains –allwitha
sharedbloodline– that epitomise the

historyof the route fromthe1850s to
today.”
KarenBoswell,managingdirector for

Hitachi Rail Europe, said:“Webelieve
ournewBritish-builtAzuma trains
will inspire thenextgenerationof rail
enthusiasts and showhow investment
innewtrainswill transformpassenger
experienceson this iconic route.”

Expanded timetable
TheVirginAzumaaims to revolutionise
UK travelwhen it arriveson theeast
coastnext year.With65 trainsproviding
anextra12,200 seats for anewand
expanded timetable, the fleetofAzumas
will increase capacity intoKing’sCrossby
28%duringpeak time.
However, once theplatformcrowd

barriersweremoved thepublicwere
able tohaveamuchcloser lookat the
parked trains, theAzuma lookeda lonely
soul as spectators scurriedpastwith few
barelygiving it a secondglanceas they
jostled forposition to takephotographs
ofFlyingScotsmanonPlatform9.
Technologymayshape the future–but
the romanceof steamwinsoutright
every time–especially if it involves this
particular locomotive!

Just after sunriseonApril 23, the four
trains setoff fromTollerton, as seen
fromahelicopter.VIRGIN TRAINSFlyingScotsmanpulls outofYorkwith

its stockalongside thenewVirgin
Azumaunit.MAURICE BURNS
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ENGINEERINGworksatRuislip
depothave led to thecancellationof
oneof the twoweekendsof steam
onLondonUndergroundthis year.
Public steamtrainsover the

MetropolitanLinebetween
Harrow-on-the-Hill andAmersham,
organisedbyLondonTransport
Museum,werescheduled to run
overSeptember9/10and16/17.
However, the lackofaccess

toRuislipdepothas led to the
cancellationof thesecond
weekend’s steamruns.
The trainswill behauledby

MetropolitanRailwayEclass
0-4-4TNo.1andDennisHowell’s
Hawksworth0-6-0PTNo.9466.
Meanwhile, London

Underground’s lastDStock tube

train ran in regular serviceon
April 21. In conjunctionwith the
museum,aspecialDStock farewell
tourwasscheduled forSunday,
May7.
Itwill travel toallpartsof the

District Lineexcept theHighStreet
Kensington toEdgwareRoad
section. Itwill alsovisitNorthfields
on thePiccadillyLine,where there
will beapop-upshop.
TheDistrict lineDStockwas

introduced in1980andwhat
is the lastof thevaried fleetof
different trainson theCircle,
District,Hammersmith&Cityand
Metropolitan lineswill finallybe
replacedbyasingle fleetofnew
highcapacity,walk throughand
air-conditionedSStock trains.

Undergroundsteamcuttooneweekend

ByRobin Jones

WESTCoast Railways has been
chosen as the train operator
for SwanageRailways’ground-
breaking services toWareham,
which are scheduled to start on
June 13.
More than45 years after the last

BR service over the LSWRbranch
ran,‘real’– as opposed to tourist
or enthusiast – services are to be
operatedover the full length of
the line.
However, the initial services,

whichwill run four times a day
eachway, five days aweek (apart
fromMondays andFridays) as part
of a grant-aided two-year trial
period,will not be runbyheritage
DMUs as has longbeenplanned.
The three-car Class 117 set and

Class 121‘bubblecar’which are
being restoredbyArlington Fleet
Services at Eastleighwill not be
ready to enter service this year, and
willmake their debut in 2018.
Instead, the services this yearwill

be locomotive-hauled in push-pull
mode.
SwanageRailwayofficials

are hoping toborrowLondon
TransportMuseum’s 4TC coaching

set,which is also beingoverhauled
at Eastleigh, but it toomaynot be
ready in time.
In that event,West Coastwill

provide coaches from its extensive
fleet, alongwith aClass 37or
47diesel to operate the trains
in conjunctionwith the 71A
LocomotiveGroup’s Swanage-
basedClass 33D6515 (33102)
Lt JennyLewis RN, which ismain
line registered and fittedwith
dual braking systems and train
heating. It towed the twoheritage
DMUs to Eastleigh for their
overhaul.
The serviceswill adhere to the

heritage line’s 25mph speed limit
east of themain line connection at
Worgret Junction andwill take 45
minutes eachway.
It is hoped touse steamonat

least oneof the services this year, if
all goeswell.
ProjectWarehamdirectorMark

Woolley said:“The locomotive-
hauled serviceswill provepopular
with diesel enthusiasts.”
All of these details are subject

to final confirmation. Precise
information about the services
were to be released afterwe closed
for press.

DebutSwanage-
Warehamservices to
be locomotivehauled

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. Heritagerailway.co.uk 9
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Tornado hits 101mph!
ByRobinJones

AT3.42amonWednesday,April 12, a
newpinnacleof railwayheritagewas
reached–when£3millionnew-build
PeppercornA1PacificNo. 60163
Tornado reached101mphduringa
90mphproving run.
Witha selectgroupof invitedguests

onboard thenine-coach train, the
locomotivewasundertaking tests
betweenDoncaster andNewcastle in
viewof raising itspermittedmaximum
speed togivemore flexibility to future
charterplanning.
Tornado is currently limited to75mph

butbuilder andowner theA1Steam
LocomotiveTrustwants to lift the
maximumspeed to90mph to increase
flexibility in scheduling its tourson
thenetwork.
The testswereorganised in

partnershipwithDBCargoRail and
NetworkRail and tookplacewith rail
industryengineers andcertification
bodiesmonitoring the trial.
During testing the locomotivewas

fittedwithdiagnosticmeasurement
equipmentand, as is customary for
safety reasons, it had tooperateat 10%
above itsplannedmaximumspeed.
On the return leg fromNewcastle

Central toDoncaster, instruments
measureda speedofbetween
100.5mphand101mphbetween
Raskelf andAlneon theapproach
toYork.

On the footplate
The trust’s operationsdirector,Graeme
Bunker,who rodeon the footplate
during the101mph runas theowner’s
representative, said:“Wearedelighted to
havecompleted the test runs thatmove
usone stepcloser to90mphoperations
withTornado.
“Thiswill allowus toensure that the

locomotive continues tohaul trainson
thebusiestpartsof theUKnetwork,
allowingasmanypeopleaspossible to
enjoy travellingwithTornado.
“Aspartof these tests the locomotive

operatedat90mph for a sustained
periodandalsoachieved100mph

LNER dynamometer car appears in OO gauge
THEvehicle that recordedbothFlying
Scotsman’sofficial 100mph runon
November30, 1934, andMallard’s
126mphunbrokenworld record runon
July3, 1938, is toappear as anexclusive
proprietarymodel inOOgauge.
Leadingmodel railway retailer Rails

of Sheffield isworkingwithRapido
Trains Inc toproduceanoutstandingly
detailedOOgaugemodelof theLNER’s
record-breakingdynamometer car
No. 23591.
The iconic 1906-builtNorthEastern

Railway test car, is part of theNational
CollectionandstandsbehindMallard
in theGreatHall of theNational Railway
Museum inYork.
Itwill be the first of a seriesofproducts

tobe releasedunder the‘Rails Exclusive’

brandofhigh-quality, collectable
ready-to-runmodels.
Twoversionswill beoffered initially,

depictingNo. 23591 in July1938LNER
teakcondition, as itwasduringMallard’s
world speed record run; andpost-1946
LNER teakwith its laternumber–
No. 905202–as seenduring the f1948
LocomotiveExchanges.
Basedondetailed researchof the

prototype, archivephotographsand
official drawings, themodelwill feature
exceptional interior andunderframe
detail, includingdepictionsof the
recordingequipmentand the
additional speed recordingwheel
between thebogies.
Adecorated sample is expected to

be ready in time for theWarleyNational

Model RailwayExhibitiondue tobe
heldat theNational ExhibitionCentre
nearBirminghamonNovember25/26,
with the first productionmodels
expected to start shipping some time

in late2017/early 2018.Themodelswill
retail at £125eachandcustomers can
secureonenowwitha£50deposit.
For further information, visit

www.railofsheffield.com/exclusive

Apre-production sampleof themodelof thedynamometer car. ROS

under these special conditionsand
runningwith clear signals.
“Wenowhave toanalyse the results

fromthe tests and thencomplete the
necessary certificationprocessesbefore
the first 90mphpublicoperations canbe
undertaken.Wehope toconclude this
before theendof2017.
‘’The successof the test runswas

onlymadepossibleby the significant
supportgivenbyNetworkRail andDB
Cargo, alongwithotherorganisations
whoprovided thenecessary scrutiny
andoversight.
“Without the support at all levels

within thoseorganisations, bothbefore
the runsandon thenight, itwouldnot
havebeena successful operation.’’
Theground-breaking journey,which

sawthe first 100mph runbya steam
locomotive in theUK forhalf a century
andbeatA4No. 4464Bittern’s claimed
94.5mphset inDecember2013,made
useofmodern technology toovercome
problemsexperiencedonsimilar runs in
the steamera.
At suchhigher speeds, themain

big-endbearingunderneath theengine
between the frames canget veryhot
and,beingawhitemetal bearing,
cannotbeallowed tooverheat.On the
originalA1saglass“stinkbomb”fitted
within the inner crankwould shatter as
themaximumtemperaturewas reached
so that thecrewwould“smell”that
they’d suffereda failure.
Ziconix, a firm that specialises

indevelopingend-to-end
communications systems,whichhave
tooperate indifficult environments, has
beenworkingwith the trust todevelop
a21st-century solution, in the formof
awireless sensor that rotates inside the
bearingandsends temperaturedata
andalerts to thecab tobedisplayedon
a screen.
Ziconix technical director SteveSims

said:“It’s beengreat funworkingon
suchan iconic steamenginebut alsoa
great challenge.

“The sensor is in a reallypoor radio
environment; a largebodyofwater
encased inmetalbetween the sensor
and the receivermakes it difficult toget
a reliable signal.Wehad tooptimise the
systemtokeep thepower consumption
downandstill getgoodperformance.”

Innovation companies
RobMorland, the trust’s directorof
electricals, said:“Wehavebeenpleased
tocontinue the tradition that key
partsof thenewtechnologyaboard
Tornadoare contributedby innovation
companies in theCambridgeCluster.
TheZiconix teamhasworkedhard to
developand implementa solution to
this really challenging requirement in a
very limited timescale and toahigh level
of robustness.
“Webelieve that this is the first

time that a sensorof this typehas
been fitted toamain line steam
locomotiveoperating in theUKand
wearedelighted tobeable toadd this
achievement to thegrowing list of firsts
forour locomotive.”
With the sensornowapproved foruse

on themain line,Tornado is hoping to
be running90mphpassenger services
all over thecountryby theendof2017,
without theneed for further test runs.
➜SeealsoMainLineNews,
page56-57, andDonBenn’sWithFull
Regulator, pages64-67.

Themobile telephoneGPSapp that
said it all! The reading corroborated
that recordedby the locomotive
crew,whichgavea top speedof
100.5-101mph.ROBIN JONES

Tornado’snew-found famesaw itbilledasoneof two100mphEastCoastMain
Line locomotives to star in theNeneValleyRailway’sBestofBritishgalaonApril
22-23, alongsideClass 55DelticNo. 55022RoyalScotsGrey, currently runningas
No. 55018Ballymoss.Tornado is seen running round its service trainatWansford
onApril 22.ROBIN JONES
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Scots Guardsman’s ‘Cumbrian Mountain’ triumph
ByBrianSharpe

WITHtheSettle&Carlisle line fully
reopenedonMarch31, the first steam
train tobeoperatedbyoneof theregular
tourpromoterswastheRailwayTouring
Company’s‘CumbrianMountainExpress’
onApril22.
Thetrainwasto followtheestablished

formatwithClass86electricNo.86259
LesRossheadingthetrain fromEustonto
Carnforth,wheresteamwouldcomeon
andrunnorthoverShaptoCarlisle, then
southover theS&Cbeforehandingover
totheClass86atFaringtonJunction.
For thesecondtime inrecentweeks,

theClass86was failedonshedat
WillesdenwithClass47No.47746at the
wrongendof thestockatEustonand
unable torunround.Fortunately, this
time, itwaspossible todespatchClass87
electricNo.87002toEustontohaul the

train toWembleywheretheClass47was
able torunroundandtakeover thetrain,
departingfromWembley98minutes late.
TheexpectationwasthatNo.47746

wouldworkthroughtoCarlislewith
steamrunning light toCarlisleand
workingsouthboundonly fromthere
toFaringtonJunction.However it
becameclear that theenginechange
wasstillgoingtobeatCarnforthbut
thathopefullyall the lost timecouldbe
regainedbytakingtheUpperbycurve
andavoidingturningatCarlisle.

Not a clear run
AtMiltonKeynes,manypassengers
decidednot to travel, includingHeritage
Railway’smain lineperformance
correspondentDonBenn.Diesel
haulage throughoutwasa strong
possibility andeven if the trainwas
steam-hauledover Shapafter all, it

wouldnotbeaclear runandarrival back
at Eustoncouldbe too late formany to
catch their homewardconnections.
BookedsteampowerhadbeenLMS

PrincessCoronationPacificNo.46233
DuchessofSutherlandbut leakingstays
hadbeendiscoveredatCreweduringthe
lightenginemovefromSouthall a few
daysearlierandalthoughrepairswere
effected, rightuptothe lastminute, itwas
unclearas towhatwouldbeonthefront
of thetrain.
LeavingCarnforth103minutes late

behindLMSRoyalScot4-6-0No.46115
ScotsGuardsman, the‘CME’was looped
atGrayriggasexpectedbut,with12
coachesandnodieselassistance, it
toppedShapsummitat27mph.
AlthoughNetworkRailhadagreedto

allowtheuseof theUpperbycurve, the
Carlisle signallerwouldnotpermit it, and
the ‘Scot’arrived inCarlisle station117

minutes late.After turningandservicing,
departurewasat4.24pm,92minutes
late, forasteamrunover theSettle&
Carlisle inperfect springsunshine,with
AisGill toppedat35mph.

Regular steam railtours
After theenginechangeat Farington
Junction, departurewas73minutes
late, but to save timeandensure
connectionsweremade, thepassengers
all transferred toa service train for
EustonatMiltonKeynes.
WestCoastRailways, locomotive

ownersandNetworkRailhadpulledout
all thestopstoensurethat thereturnof
regular steamrailtourswasaspectacular
successdespite thedifficulties
encounteredat thestartof thetrip.
Thetrainmanager,LesFishburn, in

particular,deserves thehighestpraise for
hishardwork.

LMSRoyal Scot4-6-0No. 46115ScotsGuardsman crossesCrosbyGarrett viaductwith theRailwayTouringCompany’sdelayed ‘CumbrianMountainExpress’ onApril 22.
DEREK PHILLIPS

ONFriday,April21,afteraprolongedrestoration,
Bodmin&WenfordRailway-basedBagnall
Austerity0-6-0STNo.2766was litupatBodmin
General station.
Thefollowingday itwassuccessfully steamed,

andthenmovedupanddowntheyardunder its
ownpower for the first timesince1976.
Itnowawaitsboilercertification, scheduled

forearlyMay,and liningout. If allgoeswell, and
after running in, itwill enter serviceontheBWR
this summer.
BuiltatStafford in1944for theWarDepartment it

wasdispatchedtoCalaisonFebruary2,1945asWD
No.75178,butwastoo late tocontribute inGeneral
Montgomery’spushtowards theRhine.After two
years instorage itwas returnedtoBritainandsold
tothenewly-formedNationalCoalBoard.

It then spent itsworking life inandaround
SouthWales collieries, and surviveda spectacular
accidentatMaesteg in1971. Fiveyears later, it
waspreservedat the thenDartValleyRailwayat
Buckfastleigh,butnever entered service. InMay
1995 itwaspurchasedby theCornishSteam
LocomotivePreservationSociety, andmoved
toBodmin.
LedbyPhilHawke, the small grouphadalready

cut its teeth restoringDevonportDockyard
0-4-0STNo. 19.The restorationofNo. 2766has
been lengthybut thorough, andPhil is nowalso
chairmanof theBWRplc.He said: “It’s beena
longhaul, butwellworth it.Wenow look forward
to10yearsofNo. 2766earning its keep,not just
at theB&WR,but alsogoingoutonhire toother
heritage railways.”

Bagnall Austerity makes heritage era debut

Bagnall Austerity 0-6-0STNo. 2766 in theyardatBodmin
General. PHIL HAWKE
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Royal seal of approval
for two heritage lines
ByRobinJones

THELincolnshireCoastLightRailway
welcomedthePrincessRoyal to its
headquartersat theSkegnessWater
LeisurePark in IngoldmellsonTuesday,
April25.
PrincessAnnearrivedbyhelicopter

at2.20pmtoviewthe2ftgauge
railway’sprogress.At the line’s recently
extendedWallsLanestation, shemet
thevolunteerswhoarerestoringthe
locomotives,wagonsandcarriages to
runningorder.
ShewasshownaClassDbogie

wagonbuilt inLincolnbyClaytonand
Shuttleworth for theWarDepartment,
in1917,whichhasbeentransformed
withthehelpofa£43,000grant from
ThePeople’sMillionsNationalLottery
Fundand isnowabletocarrypeople
withdisabilities.
Aftervisitingthe2ftgaugerailway, the

princesswasaffordedaprivate tourof
newdevelopmentsandfacilities in the
parkandwhat theyoffer the increasing
numberofholidaymakersandtourists
visitingtheLincolnshireCoast.
Shethenunveiledaplaque inthe

park’snewreceptionbuildingand
chattedwithstaff.

RAFVulcanpilotKevRumens,who
last flewoneof thebombers, XH558,
over theGreatCentral Railwayover
October20, 2015duringanautumn
galawhenhe swoopedover Swithland
Reservoir, hadhis feet firmlyon the
groundwhenhevisited the lineon
April 15during theEasterVintage
Festival in Loughborough. Forhis
visit, BRStandard2MT2-6-0No. 78018
carrieda special ‘VulcanExpress’
headboardandhe tooka footplate
ride toLeicesterCentral.GCR

ThePrincessRoyal,whohasdrivena full-size steam locomotiveon theSevernValleyRailway, is shown1926-built former
NoctonEstatespotato railwayMotor-Rail 4wDMNo.3995PaulatWalls Lane.BRIAN SHARPE

ThePrinceofWales
chatswithRoyalDeeside
Railway staff and
volunteers afterdonning
aboiler suit todrive
Barclay0-6-0STSalmon.
The1942-built engine
spent itsworking life
withStewarts&Lloyds,
atbothHarlaxtonand
Woolsthorpe ironstone
quarries. Itwasnamed in
memoryofHMSSalmon,
anS class submarine that
was lostwithall hands in
July1940.RDR

RailwayspokesmanJohnChappell
said:“Fewcouldhave imaginedwhen
the railway first relocated to the
WaterLeisurePark, that thehistorical
significanceof its collectionwould
be recognisedwithavisitby the
PrincessRoyal.”
Thedaybefore, thePrinceofWales

visitedMiltonofCrathes stationonthe
RoyalDeesideRailway tosee forhimself
acarriage thathehelpedpay tobe
restored followingavandalattack in
August2015.

PrinceCharles, knowninScotlandas
theDukeofRothesay,woreakiltanda
speciallymonogrammedoverall todrive
residentAndrewBarclay0-6-0ST
No.2139Salmon.ThroughThePrince
ofWales’CharitableFoundation,Prince
Charleshasdonateda“significant”sum
ofmoneyto fundtherestorationof the
1965-builtBRMk.2carriageaftervandals
smashedthecarriage’sdouble-glazed
windowswithbricksandstonesandalso
targetedadiesels shunterat the line’s
WestLodgeyard.Hisdonationhelped
carryouta£15,000refurbishment.
HespoketoRoyalDeesideRailway

PreservationSocietyvolunteersand local
schoolchildrenbeforeclimbingaboard
Salmon.Driver JamesWestshowedhim
thecontrolsandsaidthat theprince–
whohasdrivenA1PeppercornPacific
No.60163Tornado -wasa“verygood”
driverontheshort journeyonarebuilt
sectionof theBallaterbranch,onwhich
hetravelledasayoungboyenrouteto
Balmoralbefore itclosed in1966.
Charlesunveiledaplaquenaming

therestoredcarriageBirkhall afterhis
residenceatBalmoral.Restorationproject
leaderBillHallidaysaid that theroyalvisit
was“agreatendtowhatstartedoffasa
devastating incidentwiththevandalism”.
TheA1SteamLocomotiveTrust’s

newP22-8-2PrinceofWales isnamed
afterCharles.

PrincessAnnemeets LincolnshireCoast LightRailwayofficials andvolunteers.
BRIAN SHARPE

Best year yet for
new-build Patriot
THELMS-Patriotproject iscelebratingits
mostsuccessful fundraisingyear,withjust
over£427,000donatedbetweenApril
2016andMarch.
Theconstructionoftheboilerof

4-6-0No.5551TheUnknownWarriorat
LNWRHeritageinCrewecontinueswith
assemblyoftheouterfireboxduetostart.
It isthefirst largebrandnewboilertobe
built intheUKsince1962anditwillbeone
ofthebiggestmilestonesfortheproject.
Boththebottomendofthelocomotive

andthetenderchassisarebeingworked
onattheLlangollenRailway.Themain
activityhasbeenthetrial fittingofthe
brakegearwiththesandinggeartofollow.
Themaindrivingwheelspringshavealso
beenfitted.
Workonthetenderchassishas

recently includedtheliningupand
mountingofthenewmainframeplates,
includingdrillingall therivetholes.Sofar
approximately£15,000oftheestimated
£50,000neededtocompletethetender
hasbeenraisedviathededicatedTenner
fortheTenderappeal.
Anyonewishingtohelpbydonatingto

thisappeal is invitedtocall01785224156
orvisitinghttp://lms-patriot.org.ukor
http://lms-patriot.org.uk/sponsorship

DORSET’S PooleParkMiniatureRailway
hasbeen takenoverbyacharitydespite
thepreviousoperatorhaving tendered
for anew lease fromthe local council.
TheFriendsofPooleParkhas instead

beengiventhe lease,havingpromisedto
modernise the68-year-oldattraction.
ChrisBullen,whotookover therailway

in2004,andwasgivenaday’snotice to
quitbyPooleBoroughCouncil in January,
wassaidtobe“devastated”thathisbid
hadbeenunsuccessful.Thecouncil said
therailwaywasduetoreopenfor the
summerholidays.

Charity takes over
miniature line
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NYMR bid to run North
Norfolk Cromer trains
ByRobinJones

INwhatwouldbeaheritage sector
“first”, theNorthYorkshireMoorsRailway
isbidding to run theNorthNorfolk
Railway’sdining services toCromerand
maybebeyond.
Aspokesmanfor theOfficeofRail&

Roadsaid that theNYMRisapplyingan
extensionto itsTrackAccessagreement,
whichhasallowed it to runover theEsk
Valley line toWhitbyandBattersby for
severalyears.Therequestedchange
wouldallowit toalso runasaTrain
OperatingCompanyoverNorfolk’s
BitternLine.
Afteryears in theplanningstage, last

summerthePoppyLinebeganrunning
diningtrainsover theadjoiningBittern
LinebetweenSheringhamandCromer,
behindmain line registeredBRStandard
4MTNo.76084,withWestCoastRailways
as thetrainoperator.
Nowofficialsare talkingtotheirNYMR

counterpartsaboutusingtheirexpertise

gainedfromregular runningbetween
GrosmontandWhitbytorunthetrains.
In2014theNYMRwontheHeritage

RailwayAssociationAnnualAward (Large
Groups) foropeningasecondplatform
atNetworkRail’sWhitbystation, the
associatedresignallingatGrosmont
usingthesalvagedFalsgravegantry from
Scarborough.Now, theNYMRrunstrains
intoWhitbyonmostof itsoperatingdays.
As reported in issue226, theNNR

jointlywonthesameaward in2016for
itsmain linediningservices,andthere
havebeentalksaboutextendingthem
beyondCromertoNorthWalsham.
AnORRspokesmansaid thata

consultationprocess involvingtheNYMR
andother rail industrypartiesover the
bidhadstarted.
NNRmanagingdirectorHughHarkett

said thatnodecisiononwhether touse
WestCoastor theNYMRtorunservices
over theBitternLinehasyetbeentaken
bytherailway.“Wehavenot finalised
anythingyet,”hesaid.

Late changes for ‘GBX’
ByBrianSharpe

ASweclosed forpress, the final
arrangementswerebeingmade for the
10thRailwayTouringCompany‘Great
Britain’tourdue to runbetweenApril 29
andMay7.
Thetourwasduetosetoff in

spectacular style fromKing’sCross
behindLNERA3PacificNo.60103Flying
Scotsman.Thiswas tobetheengine’s first
King’sCrossdeparturesince its inaugural
runonFebruary27 lastyearafter
overhaul,whenproblemswith lineside
trespass ledtotheenginebeingkept
awayfromtheGreatNorthernmain line.
AtYork, theA3wouldhandover toA4

PacificNo.60009UnionofSouthAfrica
for theruntoEdinburgh.TheA4had
beenundergoingattention inRiley’s
worksatCastletonandhadonly returned
tosteamatEasterwhenminor firebox
leaksbecameapparentandfurther
repairshadtobeeffectedbeforea
successfulweekend’s runningontheEast
LancashireRailwaybeforeamain line test
runontheCarnforth-Hellifieldcircuiton
April26.

TheA4wasalsobookedfor the
Edinburgh-Invernessand Inverness
-Glasgowlegs,assistedover theHighland
main linenorthofPerthbyK12-6-0
No.62005.TheK1wouldalsohandle
the Inverness-KyleofLochalsh tripon
Monday,May1andtheMay3Glasgow-
FortWilliamone-wayrun, replacingthe
expectedGlasgow-Obantrip.NoLMS
‘BlackFives’wereexpectedto feature,
as the‘Jacobite’servicehasstarted
early thisyear.
FromGlasgowtoOxenholme,Duchess

ofSutherland remainedtherostered
locomotiveafter repairshadbeen
completedto leakingfireboxstaysand
JubileeNo.45690Leanderwouldhandle
theGrange-over-SandstoBristol legon
May5.
The IconsofSteamduoofNo.46100

RoyalScotandNo.34052LordDowding
will run fromBristolonlyas faras
Plymouthand, for the finaldayof the
tour, fromPenzancetoPaddington.
Another last-minutechangesawthetrain
divertedtorunviaBristolandSwindon
becauseofagaugingrestrictiononthe
Berks&Hants route.

LMSPrincessCoronationPacificNo. 46233
DuchessofSutherlandacceleratesaway from
ChesterfieldpastHaslandwithSteamDreams’
‘Cathedrals Express’ returning toKing’s Cross
onApril 5.DEREK PHILLIPS

PLANShavebeenannouncedfor
increasedlevelsofservicealong
NetworkRail’sEskValleylinefrom
MiddlesbroughtoWhitby,restoring
thetimetabletopre-1991levelswith
uptoeighttrainsperday.

Potentially, thismovecouldimpact
onNorthYorkshireMoorsRailway
servicestoWhitbyaspathsarelimited,
buttheincreaseinservicelevel is
beingsupportedbyPotashmining
companySiriusMineralswithaSection

106grant,andwaysofachievingthe
heritageline’spresentlevelofaccessto
Whitbyarebeingexamined.
Previousproposalsforapassing

loopatSleightshavebeendropped
asbeingunaffordablewithinthe

projected£3.75millionbudget,
butalterationstothesignallingat
GrosmontandWhitbytoallowfaster
accesstotheEskValley,andtoPlatform
2atWhitby,arebeingconsidered,as
areotheroptions.

More trains for EskValley line couldaffectheritage services
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Now let’s help Llangollen
Railway go to town too!

ByRobinJones

THEheritage railwaycommunity is
being invited todo for theLlangollen
Railwaywhat it has justdone for
theGloucestershireWarwickshire
Railway–andgive it anewtowncentre
destination.
OnApril 7, I joinedapartyof invited

guests includingClywdSouthLabour
MPSusanElan Jones for a rideona
DMUspecial fromLlangollen toview
forourselves theworkbeingdoneon
buildinganewpermanent terminus
and run-round loopatCorwen.
Her visit coincidedwith the launch

of‘TheBigPush’, amajor fundraising
initiativewith theaimofhaving the
newCorwenCentral on lineby2018.
Theoverall cost of theproject is

estimatedat around£750,000 (two
thirdsof that formaterials), andofficials
remainhopeful thatpartof that sum
will be coveredbygrant aid from
theWelshGovernmentEuropean
DevelopmentFund.The remaining
fundsmust come fromsharepurchases
anddonations.
Theoffer of £1 shares in Llangollen

Railwayplc is intended to raise
£370,000,while alsobackingdonations
to theLlangollenRailwayTrust.
Furthermore,aTenner foraTonne

appealhasbeen launchedtoallow
supporters tocontribute£10whichbuys
atonofspoilequivalent toacubicmetre.

Goodearly springweatherhas
helpedprogress tobemadeon the
constructionof thenewterminus,
whichwill replace the temporary
DwyrainCorwenEast station300yards
to theeast.The two-mile extension
fromCarrog,opened twoyears ago,has
up tonowbeenoperated inpush-pull
orpropelledmodeon locomotive-
hauled trainsbecauseof the lackof a
round-round loopat the temporary
station.

Removal of access road
Thebiggestobstacle to laying track into
thenewstation,whichwill beaccessed
bypedestriansusinga subway from
Corwen’smain towncentre carpark, is
the removal of theaccess road to the
WelshWater sewageplant alongside.
Anewroadwhich runsalongside
thenorthof thenewrailwaynow
takes servicevehicles into the sewage
works, and thebreach in theoriginal
embankmentwhichwasmade for the
oldaccess roadwill be infilled, allowing
the railhead tobebrought forward
fromthecurrentbuffer stopatDwyrain
CorwenEast.
Volunteers andcontractorsbuilding

thenewstationhave re-engineered
anold, single trackembankment into
anarea capableof taking two tracks
withaplatform inbetween.The job
has involved themovementof 10,000
tonnesof spoil.

Further track layinghasbeen limited
toa short extensionat thewestern
endof the loop,pendingexcavation
of the footings forplatform1.Only the
platformwall hasbeenbuilt so far.
Panelsof track alongside the footings

forwhatwill be theeight-coach
platform2havebeen lifted intoplace
andblocks laid to create theplatform
surface. All this is being tackledby the
volunteerworkforceandhas saved
muchof thecostof employinga
contractor, albeit over a threemonth
period.
A similar exercisewill beneeded

tocreateplatform1Upsidewhich
will takea six-coach train. Contractor
involvementwith thiswould speedup
theprocess toallowcompletion in the
summerof 2017.
Project leaderRichardDixon-

Gough,whogave theMPaguided
tour, explaining thework thathad
beencompleted todateand the
construction that is still required to
complete the station, said:“Theover-
ridingneed tocomplete thework is for
finance tobuymaterials andemploy
contractors tobuild theplatform.”
Toavoidextractingwateroutof the

RiverDee, aboreholehasbeendrilled
toextractgroundwater to feedawater
tank for the steam locomotivesused to
haul trains along the10-mile line from
Llangollen.
Onlybyvisiting theCorwenCentral

station site is it possible toappreciate
the sheer sizeandscaleof thisproject
and the tremendousamountofwork
undertakenbyadedicatedbandof
volunteers – thecontractor input
involvesonly the subwayconstruction
and theboreholedrilling, plus some
assistancewith theearthmovement.
SusanElan Jones said:“I ammost

impressedwith theprogress thathas
beenmadesincemy last visit in2016
and theeffort of all thevolunteerswho
havebeen involved in thisproject. I
note that forwork to continue financial
support is imperative.Anessential
part of this support is the launchof the
sharebrochure toencouragemuch-
needed funds.”

Visitor destination
RailwaychairmanPeter Lundsaid:“We
areverygrateful for SusanElan Jones
visiting theCorwensite. Completionof
thisproject in time for the2018 season
iswhollydependenton financial
support fromsharepurchases and
donations.”
For long,Corwenhasbeena small

traditionalWelsh townwhichmost
visitorsdrive throughwhileheading
alongThomasTelford’sA5 toand
fromNorthWales.Now it is a visitor
destination in its own right, thanks to
the railway.
At themoment, themajorityof

visitors to the railwaycome in from
EnglandviaShropshire andCheshire
to join at Llangollen.Officials hope
thatmorewill now join the train at
Corwenand ride toLlangollen, creating
a two-way flow, andappealing to
holidaymakers inSnowdonia and
NorthWaleswhoseeLlangollenas too
far for aday trip.
Corwenclaims tobe thecentreof

NorthWales, as it oncewas,when it
hada railway junction.Today it is the
junction for theA5/A494/A5104 roads

Right: SusanElan Jones, Peter Lund (railway chairman)KevinGooding (general
manager) andQuentinMcGuinness (heritage trustee) onDwyrainCorwenEast
platformalongside theDMUspecial fromLlangollenonApril 7. ROBIN JONES

Aplatformwall taking shapeat thenewCorwenCentral station.
GEORGE JONES/LR

Theprovisional signallingdiagramforCorwenCentral showing the track layout, switchesandsignals as tobeused in the
proposed signalboxat theeasternendof the site.Anapplicationhasbeenmade to theHeritageLottery Fund forgrant
aid to restoreand install the formerWestonRhyn ’boxwhichhasbeen in storeatCarrog. PAUL REYNOLD/LR
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ECSTATICGloucestershireWarwickshire
Railwayofficialswere celebratingafter
their £1.25million share issue to fund
thenorthernextension to the tourist
honeypotofBroadway reached itsgoal
–with fourweeks left before theApril 30
deadline.
Its targetwas reachedayear after

the line’spresident, PeteWaterman,
launched the shareoffer at Broadway
station,which isnowonschedule to
open inMarch2018after a58-yeargap.
Chris Bristow, the railway’s voluntary

financedirector, said:“What awonderful
achievement.Our volunteershave
worked flat out tomake this a success
and thepublic has responded
magnificently!”
Neil andVickyDavidson fromStratton,

near Swindon,made the sharepurchase
that took theOfferpast its target.Neil, a
Europeancontractmanager, sayshewas

absolutelydelighted to learn thathe
andhis veterinarynursewifehad taken
theofferpast themagic£1.25million.
Neil, alsoamemberof theGrowler

GroupatToddingtonwhich looksafter
the twoEnglishElectricClass 37s
Nos. 37215 (D6915) and37248 (D6948),
said:“I’msopleased to see theproject to
get the railway toBroadwayprogressing
sowell – it’s astonishing to see the rapid
progressbeingmade.
“We first came to the railway for agala

event in2014andhavebeenhooked
ever since. It’s abeautiful railwayand
theextension toBroadwaywill really
establish the lineasoneof thebest in
thecountry,”he said.
However, before track canbe laid into

Broadway, the railwaymust tackle the
200-yardunstablehighembankment
betweenChildswickhamRoadand
StationRoad.

Chris said:“Work is just startingona
£400,000-plusproject to remove some
inappropriatematerials used forhistoric
‘makeandmend’repairs andstabilise
the structureusingamoderngeo-
technical solution.
“It’s rathermore thanweexpected to

have to spend,but theworkmustbe
done.”
TheBroadway stationbuilding

has reachedeaves level.The
railway’s locomotivedepartment is
manufacturing theheritage steel
roof structure for the station, at its
Toddingtonworks.
Ballast hasbeen laid ready to take the

sidings to thenorthof the stationwhile
the trackas far asPeasebrookFarm,
half-a-mile short of Broadway station,
is almost ready for trains to runwhile
sleepers and rail continue tobe laid
towardsChildswickhamRoad.

which come togetherwestof the
town.
These roadsprovide the routes

fromthecoast viaBetws-y-Coed,
Bala, RuthinandChester and in
the seasoncarryheavy traffic from
theNorthWest and theMidlands.
The railwaywill goall out toentice
holidaymakers at thecamping
andcaravan sites inNorthWales
toboardatCorwen for adayout in
Llangollen.
TheTrawsCymruT3bus route,

whichwasestablished in1965as
the rail replacement service, runs
fromWrexhamtoBarmouthand
provides a connectionwith theBala
LakeRailway,which is alsomaking
big strides towardsa towncentre
presence.
A railway spokesmanadded:

“Provisionof the terminal facilities
will allow for the train to stopover
while the loco runs roundandwill
offer amoreconvenientoption
forpassengers toventure into the
historic centreofCorwenwith
its shopsandeatingplaces, an
essential aimof regenerationby
DenbighshireCountyCouncilwhich
supports theproject.
“Theconclusionof the40-year-old

project to restore the10-mile length
of line fromLlangollen toCorwen
will allowvisitors to take inall the
recreational activities that access to
theDeeValleyAreaofOutstanding
Natural Beautyhas tooffer.The train
offers theenvironmentally-friendly
option for seeing the splendid rural
scenery in thisunspoilt regionof
Wales.”

➜For further informationabout
the share issue, contact the railway
on01978860979, visitwww.
llangollen-railway.co.ukor email
info@llangollen-railway.co.uk

They’ve done it –with fourweeks to go!

0-4-0WTNo.2Dolgochpilots 0-4-2STNo.1TalyllynonaDavidWilliamsTalyllynRailwayvintage trainphoto charter along
theAfonFathewvalley justwestofAbergynolwynonMarch31.RALPHWARD

Oneof thenewLlangollenRailway
postersdesigned toentice visitors
to itsnewterminus. ROBIN JONES

O f th Ll ll R il

IN BRIEF
➜ PRESERVED St Albans South
signalbox has been honoured
locally in theMayor of St Alban’s
Annual Pride Awards. At the recent
celebration dinner the trustees of
the signalboxwere presentedwith
theMayor’s Recognition Award
for a local project that has had a
significant impact on the community
and heritage of St Albans.
➜ A GROUP of volunteers is aiming
to turn the derelict goods shed in
Llanelli station into an arts centre and
community hub. The Llanelli Railway
Goods ShedTrust has been given
planning permission to transform the

Grade II listed1875-built structure, the
scene of tragedy in 1911 when six men
were killed during a railway strike and
ensuing riots.
➜THEAlnValley Railway, which
has just completed the restoration
of a 1956-built Mk.1 coach, saw it
officially launched into traffic on
April 26 by the line’s president, Duke
of Northumberland, at Lionheart
Station, Alnwick. Afterwards, guests
were taken for a short ride in it
behindHudswell Clarke 0-6-0T
No. 1243 of 1917 Richboro.
➜ THE remains of Banbury North
signalbox were demolished on the

morning of March 26, during a one-
night possession. More than 3500
visitors passed through the signalbox
in 10 weeks of public tours between
August and October 2016. Many fittings
including the 85-lever frame have
been saved by Network Rail for future
heritage use.
➜THENorthYorkshireMoors
Railway has recruited theTalyllyn
Railway’s chief financial officer
as its new finance director. Garry
Mumford is alsomanaging director
of Insight Associates, a financial
services businesswhich he founded
in 1992.
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Exclusive chance to ride Steam
Multiple Unit from Chinnor
ByPhilMarsh

THEChinnor&PrincesRisborough
RailwayandHeritageRailwayhave
joined forces tooffer readers thechance
to takeahistorichour-longeight -mile
round tripbetweenChinnor andPrinces
Risboroughaboard thenow-unique
1907-builtGreatWesternRailway steam
railmotorNo. 93and trailer carNo. 92.
These serviceswill offer the first

chance to rideon thecomplete steam
auto-train (or SteamMultipleUnit) away
fromDidcotRailwayCentre for a several
years.
The setwill alsobecome the first

vintage train tooperateon theChinnor
&PrincesRisboroughRailway in its 23
yearsof running services.
GreatWesternSocietyowned,

Didcot-basedNo. 93andNo. 92will
beoperating (subject toNetworkRail
gauging)between June29and July16

with the first date commemorating the
60thanniversaryof the line, the former
WatlingtonBranch, losing its regular
passenger services.
Eachday the trainwill bebrought

empty to theCPRR fromDidcotby
WestCoastRailways, in amovemade
possiblebyconsiderable assistance
fromNetworkRail planners. Itwill return
at theendofeachday.WhileNo. 92has
operatedon themain linebefore, this
will be the first time it has runover the
networkwith its trailer.
The first two trainswill be for invited

guests, formerWatlingtonbranch staff
and foundermembersof theCPRR
Associationand theafternoonservices
open for thepublic.
CPRRAmemberswere sworn to

secrecyabout thevisit until itwas
announcedbyHeritageRailway
andsister titleTheRailway
Magazineand theyhave

beenbusymaking thenewRailway
EducationCentre secureand ready to
house the railmotor for its visit.
This is a rare chance forpassengers

toexperience travel ona service that
first ran110years agoon the same
routewhich includes steepgradientsof
1-in-68 for almost twomiles. Platform
alterationsweremadeatBledlow
BridgeandWainhill Crossing in1906
toenable steamrailmotors tooperate
betweenPrincesRisborough,Chinnor
andWatlington.
Our readers arebeingoffered

preferential seats andbookings in
enthusiast class, the compartment
behind theengineonevery train, plus a
free second round tripon the trainbut
not inenthusiast class.This offer is not

available toany
other

visitorswhose ticketswill bevalid for
one round triponly.
Steamrailmotor serviceswill operate

onThursday, June29andThursday, July
6pluson the first threeSaturdays and
Sundays in July: 1-2, 8-9 and15-16.
Enthusiast class seats arepricedat£15

(nodiscounts) andare strictly limited to
10onevery train.Theymustbebooked
inadvance for a specific train via
www.chinnorrailway.co.uk (bookings
closeat 6pmondaybeforedeparture).
Pleasenote that eligibility for these

ticketswill be checkedandevery
readermustbringacurrent, orprevious
month’s copyofTheRailwayMagazine,
HeritageRailwayorRail Expresswith
them,or a£5 surchargewill be levied.
Passengerswill beable to join the

trainonly atChinnor as the interchange
facilities at PrincesRisboroughwill not
becompleted for thevisit, a three-week
re-enactmentof 110years ago.

SteamrailmotorNo. 92and trailerNo. 93 inactionat the
unit’sDidcotRailwayCentrehome. FRANKDUMBLETON

USING three of the line’s stations,
andwith themain exhibition hall at
Quorn&Woodhouse, the event is a
great day out for any rail andmodel
enthusiast.
Organised inconjunctionwithThe

SoarValleyModelRailwayClub, the
event isbackedbyHR’s sister titlesThe
RailwayMagazine,RailExpressand
RailwayMagazineguidetoModelling,
plusDapol,HornbyHobbies,and
Friendsof theGreatCentralRailway.
Toseea full listof the80 layouts,visit

www.gcrailway.co.uk

The£20entry feeallows forentry into
all venuesandunlimitedtravelonthe
country’sonlydouble trackheritage
main line railway.
Ticketcanbepurchasedonlineat the

aboveaddressorat thegate.
Morethan8500visitors travelledon

therailwayduring lastyear’sexhibition
aswellasmanymorewhojustwent to
onevenue.
Theexhibition isopenfrom10am

eachdayandclosesat5pmonthe
FridayandSaturdayand4pmonthe
Sunday.

WIN GCRTICKETS

Thepackedexhibitionhall at last year’sGreatCentral RailwayModel Event
whichwasalso sponsoredbyMortons.GCR

Bookyourplaceat theGreatCentralmodel show

NEWS

HERITAGE RAILWAYHAS 10 PAIRS OFTICKETSTO GIVE AWAY

TheGreatCentralRailway’sModelEvent–backedbyHeritageRailway–runsfrom
June16-18,andisoneofthebiggest intheUK.Nowyoucouldwinapairof tickets.

TObe inwithachanceofwinningapair
of tickets, visitheritagerailway.co.ukand
enteryourdetailsonline.Theclosing
date forentries is June2.
Termsandconditionsapply.Forfull

termsandconditions,pleaseseethe
magazine’swebsite.
Thewinnerswillbethefirst10names

drawnatrandom.Therearenocash
alternativesavailable.
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London’s newest rail attraction set for July opening
ByGeoffCourtney

THEPostalMuseumhasconfirmed
that itseagerly-awaitedand innovative
subterraneanMailRail visitorattraction
incentralLondon is toopen inJuly,with
ticketsexpectedtobeonsale fromthis
month.
The ridewill takevisitors 70ftbeneath

the streetsona reopenedstretchof the
formerPostOfficeUndergroundRailway
that carriedmillionsof letters and
parcels eachdaybetweenPaddington
inwest LondonandLiverpool Street and
Whitechapel Road in theeast.
Itwill be the first timemembersof

thepublic havebeenallowed to rideon
the railway,whichwas theworld’s first
driverless electric line.
Passengerswill boardnewly-built

battery-powered trains at the railway’s
formermaintenanceand repair depot
at theRoyalMail’sMountPleasant site
inClerkenwell, nearKing’sCross station,
and fromtherewill travel onnearly
amileof the line,whichclosed14years
ago.
The ridewill includea stopat the

platformsof theoriginalMountPleasant
station–oneof eight stationswhich in
the railway’s operational dayshandled
mail fromcentral Londonsortingoffices
–where thepassengerswill enjoyan
audiovisual displaygivingan insight

Asecret revealed: a
sectionof the former
Mail Rail 6½ mile
line that is soon to
beexperiencedby
membersof thepublic
for the first time in90
years. Beneath the
trackon the right is
anotherpart of the
system,wherevehicles
made redundantwhen
the railway closed in
2003are stored.
THE POSTALMUSEUM/
MILESWILLIS

intohowthe line keptposton themove
for 22hours aday.
KnownasLondon’s‘secret railway’as

so fewresidentsandvisitorsknewof
itsexistencebeneaththeir feet, the2ft
gaugedouble-track lineopened in1927,
andwith its220staffwas responsible for
transportinguptofourmillion lettersand
parcelsaday.
It ranuntil2003,whenitsuccumbedto

therelentlessmarchofcommercial road
transport,butratherthanbeingblocked
uptheentire6½milesystem, includingall
thetunnels,wasmothballedandasmall
maintenanceteamretained,aprescient
decisionthathasenabledthesection
aroundMountPleasanttobeadaptedfor

theforthcomingpassengerrides.
PostalMuseumdirectorAdrianSteel

said:“Noonecouldhaveknownthe
decisiontomaintainMailRail after its
closure in2003would leadtosuch
auniqueandexcitingattraction for
London14years later.
“It is truly the firstof itskind,andoffers

visitorsaonce-in-a-lifetimeopportunity
toexploreasectionof theMailRail
networkthatwasprevioushiddenfrom
publicview.Thefinal countdownisnow
on,andwecannotwait towelcomethe
firstguestswhenweopen inJuly.”
TheMailRail schemeispartofa£26m

projectat thesite that includes the
constructionofamajorpostalmuseum.

Thiswill contain five interactivezones
whichspokesmanHarryHuskissonsaid
“celebrate thesurprisingandquirky
historyofBritain’searliest socialnetwork
–thepost”.
Hesaid itwasexpectedticketswould

beonsale thismonthonpostalmuseum.
organdaddedtheexactdateofopening
wouldbeannounced later thismonth.
Fundingfor theMailRail andmuseum

scheme–oneof themost innovative
tobeopened inLondon inrecentyears
–hasbeensupportedbyanumberof
organisations, includingRoyalMail,Post
OfficeLtdandtheHeritageLotteryFund,
the lastofwhichawardeda£4½million
grant.

016 News_228.indd 17 25/04/2017 13:33:34



18 Heritagerailway.co.uk Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway

NEWS

Beamish steam spectacular
ByBrianSharpe

THE secondGreatNorthSteamFair took
placeatBeamishMuseumfromApril 6-9,
witha line-upofover 100vehicles and
locomotives inactionandondisplay.
Ahighlightof this year’s eventwasavisit

by15ingauge2-8-2RiverMite fromthe
Ravenglass andEskdaleRailway. Built by
ClarksonsofYork in1966,RiverMitewas
hauledacross thePennines toCumbriaby
1920-built Fowler roadengineProvidence
and the sameenginewasused to re-
create theeventon its 50thanniversary.
New-build locomotivesSamsonand

SteamElephantwere inoperationat the
PockerleywaggonwayandAberdeen
gasworksBarclay0-4-0STBonAccord
workedshort trips fromRowleyStation.
Kerr Stuartbuilt 0-4-0TDianaand0-4-0ST
Rogerworkedon thenarrowgauge
railwayand0-4-0PuffingBillymadea rare
workingvisit to thecolliery railway, joining
the1871-builtCoffeePotona trainof
chaldronwaggons.
Demonstrations included twosaw

benches, timber logging, threshingand
balingwith tractionengines and the
museum’s tramswere inoperation.The
total numberof visitorsover theweekend
was just a littleunder17,000.

Passing through theVictorian streetsofBeamishmuseum,Fowler 1920-built road locomotiveProvidence re-creates its journeyacross thePennines todeliver 2-8-2
RiverMite to theRavenglass&EskdaleRailway in1967. JAMES HAMILTON

Barclay0-4-0STBonAccord
hauls themuseum’sNER
coachaway fromRowley
Station. JAMES KINDRED
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Re-creatinga scene from its earlydayson theKerryTramway,Kerr Stuart 0-4-0T
Dianabringsawagoncarryingwood round the curveon thenarrowgauge line.
JAMES KINDRED

SteamElephant runsalong thewaggonway. JAMES KINDRED

0-4-0Samsonwhich ranalong the short temporary track thatwas laidnext to the
waggonway for thedurationof theevent.MIKE HADDON
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ByLionelPrice

ONEmoresmallpieceofWelshrailway
historyreturnedto lifeat theBalaLake
RailwayonSaturday,April22,withthe
launchintotrafficofGeorgeB,oneofthe
manynarrowgaugelocomotiveswhich
formerlyworkedattheDinorwicSlate
QuarriesatLlanberis.
Likeotherlocomotivesbuiltforthegreat

NorthWalesslatequarriesatDinorwicand
Penrhyn,GeorgeB isoneoftheso-called
QuarryHunslets. It isoneoftheclassof
11enginesbuiltfortheDinorwicquarries
overtheyearswhichcametobeknown
astheAliceclass,designedtobeable
toworkontheroughtrackworkofthe
spectaculargalleriesonwhichthequarries
wereworked,somebeingasmuchas
22ftabovesealevel,and1900ftabovethe
quarryflooratLlanberis.
Ratherthananumber, locomotives

atDinorwicweregenerallyknownby
name,manyofwhichwerederivedfrom
racehorsesownedbytheAsshetonSmith
familyofVaenol,thequarryproprietors,
somehavingpoeticsoundingnamessuch
asKingoftheScarletsandRedDamsel;
otherssuchasGeorgeB,whichwas
originallynamedWellington,haveamore
prosaicfeel,andit isthesubjectofsome
debatewhetherthenamecomesfroma
horseracingsourceorisafteramemberof
thefamily,RobertGeorgeVivianDuff.
GeorgeBwasdeliveredinOctober1898,

beingworksNo.680ofthatyear,andlike
manyoftheAliceclassspentmuchofits
workinglifehighonthequarrygalleries.

George B enters regular
traffic at Bala Lake

OnSaturday,May25, Bluebell Railway
PreservationSociety vice-presidentRoy
Wattshadafternoon teawithDame
VeraLynnandmembersofher family
andpresentedherwithacard signedby
directors, officers, trusteesandmembers
of theHolden family tomarkher100th
birthday.
DameVerawasavery close friendof

the line’s latepresidentBernardHolden
andactively supportinghimand the
railway,most recently at the launchof its
50thanniversaryappeal.
Thehousewas full of somany flowers

andplants andnaturally therewere
hundredsof cards includingmany
fromthe royal family andwell known
stars fromtheworldof showbusiness.
Amongst themwasamodelofWD
2-10-0No. 3672DameVeraLynn from
theowninggroup, andnowsubject
toanappeal for its restoration.The
BRPSwill alsomakeadonation toher
children’s charity.

Left:GeorgeB
passesDdol Fawr
Crossingwith
a trainof slate
empties. LIONEL
PRICE

Below: The launch
ceremonywith
GeorgeB flankedby
HolyWarandAlice.
LIONEL PRICE

Bluebell honours
the Forces’
Sweetheart!

DameVeraLynnwith theBluebell
Railway100thbirthday cardproduced
byDerekHayward. BR

Duetofallingdemanddrivenbythe
popularityoftilingforroofs,theLlanberis
quarriessadlyfell intoseriousdecline
duringthe1960s,finallyclosingin1969,
andmuchoftheequipment, includingthe
remaininglocomotives,wassoldoff inthe
nowfamousauctionheldatthequarryin
Decemberofthatyear.
However,GeorgeBwassparedthefate

ofbeingauctioned,havingbeensoldlike
severalotherlocomotivesfromthequarry
afewyearspreviously. InGeorgeB’scase
thebuyerbeingAlanWhite,whoinitially
tookthelocomotivetotheerstwhile
DowtyRailwayPreservationSocietysite
atAshchurchinGloucestershire,where
itworkedforacoupleofyearsbefore
beingstrippeddowntoawaitmajor
repairs.Asakitofpartsthelocomotivewas
subsequentlymovedtoToddington,the
headquartersoftheGloucestershireand

WarwickshireRailwaywhentheDowty
Societyrelocatedthereanditremained
thereuntil1988whentheownermoved
thepartstoasiteatLlandyssul inSouth
Waleswiththeintentionthattherestored
enginewouldbeusedonthenearbyTeifi
ValleyRailway,withwhichhewasatthat
timeassociated.
Unfortunately,althoughmuchworkwas

doneoncomponentsoverthesubsequent
years,therestorationofthelocomotive
wasnevercompleted,andmorerecently
anagreementwiththeBalaLakesawit
movedtoLlanuwchllynforcompletionof
work,achievedinearly2017.
GeorgeBworkedaDavidWilliamsphoto

charteronFebruary7,andonitsrelaunch
day,thelocomotivewasrededicatedby
itsownerAlanWhite,andthenworked
alltrainsthatday,andisnowapartofthe
operationalfleet.

Mysteryfire
destroys rare
Fife coach
AGreatNorthof Scotland
Railwaywooden-bodiedcoach,
thought tobeoneof the last
of its kind still in existence, has
beendestroyed inamysteryfire
whichbrokeoutat FifeHeritage
Railway in Levenat around6am
onSunday,April 16.
Restorationworkon the

carriage,whichwasbought35
years agoandhasbeen storedat
the site for the last 12years,was
scheduled tobegin inMay.
Volunteershavecomplained

about suspicious fires in recent
months, includingones started
onadjacent land thedaybefore.
“It’s adevastating loss,with

more than125yearsof railway
historynowgoneup in smoke,”
saidvolunteerPeterWestwater.

HarryNeedle sellsmorediesel locomotives
THEHarryNeedleRailwayCompany
wasmaking further locomotives
available topurchase including
Class09sNo. 09006 (sparesuse)
andNo. 09014 (operational); Class

20sNo. 20087 (non runnerbut
repairable),No. 20088 (non runner
but repairable) andNo. 20110
(operational) andClass31No. 31255
(operational).

Anynot soldwill be scrapped
for components and, ifmoved toa
scrapyard,will beaccompaniedby
adestructionorderonall remaining
parts.
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IN BRIEF
➜ THE Telford Steam Railway has
launched an appeal for £5000 after
windows in several coaches were
smashed by vandals on April 12.
As volunteers were cleaning up,
they were also threatened, said a
spokesman. The damage will take an
estimated 300-400 hours of work to
repair.
➜ THE Statfold Barn Railway’s
former Harrogate Gasworks
Railway Peckett 0-6-0STHarrogate
has arrived at the SouthTynedale
Railway for a visit that will see
it reunitedwith the engine it
replaced, STR’s resident HGR
engine, Thomas Green & Sons
0-6-2T Barber.Appearances have
changed over the years, however,
andHarrogate has lost its cut-down
cab that was necessary to fit inside
the claustrophobic dimensions
of the 800-yard long tunnel that
served the gasworks.
➜ TREES overlooking the Keighley
&Worth Valley Railway at Haworth
prevented a runaway car ending up
on the track on Sunday, April 22. The
empty car had rolled down the hill,
near the junction of Butt Lane and
Belle Isle Road.
➜ CLASS 37/5 No. 37688, recently
purchased fromDRS by D05
Preservation, arrived at theMid-
Norfolk Railway (MNR) at the end
ofMarch. It will be restored and
become part of theMNR’s resident
fleet.
➜ THE Class 47 Preservation Project
has confirmed that its No. 47771
delivered as D1946 to BR in July
1966, has beenmoved to Arlington
Fleet Services at Eastleigh for a full
overhaul.

APROJECT to extend theMid-
Norfolk Railway back into
Fakenhamhasbeengiven a £59,800
boost by theHeritage Lottery Fund.
The grant has beengiven to the

MeltonConstableTrust, to use on
the section of line and thebridges
it already owns –Midland&Great
Northern Joint Railwaymetal
bridgeNo. 1715 and three-arch
bridgeNo. 1714, both at Fakenham
– for the benefit of the community,
by providing safe access and
interpreting the history of the line
for school students and visitors.
A key aimof the project is the

repair of the twobridges to prevent
their continueddeterioration, so
that oneday theymaybeused for
an extension of theMNR.
Two years ago,with the aid

of donations from the local
community and supporters across

the country, the trust bought
the important section of the old
trackbed at PuddingNorton,
Fakenham including the two iconic
bridges.
Theproject is also being

supportedby FakenhamTown
Council, the Ernest CookTrust and
theVeronicaAwdry Charitable
Trust, donations fromwhich
havebrought the total funding
to £63,600.The ultimate aim is to
acquiremore of the old trackbed
and to link upwith theMNR.
TrusteeTrevor Bailey said:“This

success is really the result of the
tremendous interest that local
people have shown in the old
railway, its history and the prospect
of trains eventually returning to
the town. Webought the track bed
and the twobridges at auction for
£24,000,with very little time for

fundraising, simply because our
supporterswerewilling to put their
hands in their pockets anddonate
significant sums. That effort has
nowpaid off in a bigway.
“TheMNR is actively rebuilding its

line northwards to County School,
the next station north ofDereham,
which is already in its ownership.
“The extension of services to

Fakenham is, however, well into the
future. It will take a considerable
time to acquire the rest of the
land required and to achieve the
rebuilding of the railway,with
the very substantial expenditure
involved.
“For the coming years, wewant

tomake sure that the Pudding
Norton site is open to the
community, forwalking, heritage
education purposes, environmental
experiences and related events.”

House with Ffestiniog halt for sale
ANhistorichousewith itsownprivate
FfestiniogRailwaystation isonthe
market for£795,000.
TheGradeII listed16th-century

six-bedroomWelshmanorhousePlasy
Dduallt,whichstandsonthesouth-facing
slopesofMoelwynBach,hasaprivate
footpathtoCampbell’sPlatform,ahalt
which isexclusivetotheowners.The
haltwasestablishedin1965toservePlas
Dduallt,whereOliverCromwell issaidto
havestayedduringhiscampaignagainst
theRoyalists.
ColonelAndrewCampbellboughtthe

housein1962andundertookacomplete

restoration.Duringthe1960sthecolonel
kepthisownlocomotiveonasiding
bythehalt.Heranhisowntraintoand
fromTan-y-Bwlchunderrunningpowers
grantedbytheFfestiniogRailway.
Theplatformincludesthesignalbox

builtbyColonelCampbell.
Thecolonelallowedtheuseofhis

outhousesforhostelaccommodation
forFRvolunteers.A licensedexplosives
handlerandasavolunteerhedidmuch
oftherockblastingrequiredonthespiral
sectionoftheLynYstradaudeviationand
beyond.Aslateseathasbeenerectedat
Dduallt inhismemory.

Thepropertyalsocomeswithfiveacres
of land,ofwhichone-and-a-halfacresare
freeholdandthree-and-a-halfacresareon
a50-year leasefromtheNationalTrust.
Theproperty isbeingmarketed

throughestateagentWalterLloydJones.
Elsewhere,Ballagawnegatehouseon

theIsleofManRailwayisupforsale for
£60,000.
Thedetachedgatehouse inMount

GawneRoadneedscompleterenovation
buthasplanningapproval foraresidential
conversion. Itwasbeingofferedforsale
by informaltenderbyestateagentsBlack
GraceCowley.

OnApril 22, three tractionengineshaul the IsleofManSteamRailway’s
BeyerPeacock2-4-0TNo. 8Fenellaon the1800ft climbupSnaefell via the
MountainRoad, famous forbeingpart of the ‘TT’ course. JAMES HAMILTON

Lottery£60Kboost for Fakenhamrevival scheme
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Manx rush hour
ByBrianSharpe

EASTERweek sawthevarious railways
and tramwayson the IsleofManstaging
aRushHouron theRailwaysevent
with intensive timetablesonall lines.
The IsleofManSteamRailway rana
two-train serviceonseveral dayswith
additionaldining trains requiring three
locomotives tobe in steam.
TheManxElectric Railwayand

SnaefellMountainRailwaysboth ran
timetableswithpassengersqueueing
for sometimes fully-booked trams.
On theDouglasBayHorseTramway,

operationswere in full swing following
the tramway’swelcome reprieveand
double-deck tramcarNo. 52madea rare
appearanceover theEasterweekend,
headedby twohorses.

Passengersqueueat Laxey toboardManxElectricRailway carNo. 1.

‘Stephen’haulsDouglasBayHorseTramwaycarNo. 44alongDouglaspromenade.

NEWS
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Above:BeyerPeacock2-4-0T
No. 13Kissack climbsaway from
Douglaspast Ellenbrookon
April 15. The first coach is fromthe
ManxNorthernRailway.No. 13
wasbuilt in1910andnamedafter
a companydirector.Although
placed in store in1992, it returned
to service in2006withanew
boiler andpainted in Indian red.

Right: Twohorses are required to
haul theDouglasHorseTramway’s
onlyoperationaldouble-deck
tramcar.

Left:No. 10GHWoodheadsalong
the clifftopsatKeristal onApril 15.
Built in1905, the first of the larger
classof locomotiveson the line,
No. 10 isnamedafter the railway’s
one-timecompany secretaryand
directorGeorgeHenryWood. It
waswithdrawn in1977witha
defectiveboilerbut returned to
steam in1993. The locomotive is
nowrunning in the springgreen
liveryapplied in2007 tomark the
40thanniversaryof the takeover
of the railwaybyLordAilsa.
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Royal Scot visit a source of pride
for former LMS engineer
EXCLUSIVE

ByGeoffCourtney

AMONG thehugecrowds thatgreeted
RoyalScotduring its recent visit to the
NorthYorkshireMoorsRailwaywasa
railwayenthusiastwhose interest ran far
deeper thansimplyadmiration foroneof
thecountry’smost iconic locomotives.
For89-year-oldKeithWare itwasalso

anoccasionthatprovokedprideand
broughtbackmemoriesofa railway
career that in itsnascentyears included
being involvedwiththedesignof the
4-6-0’sdistinctivesmokedeflectors.
Keith,who lives inPickeringat the

southernendof theNYMRandalso
ownsthe formersignalman’shouseat
Levisham, the first stationonthe lineout
ofPickering, joinedtheLMSasatrainee
engineeratStRolloxworks,Glasgow, in
1946,andafterNationalisation in1948
wassentbythenewBritishRailways to
continuehis trainingatDerby.
That training includedworkingonthe

designof thecurvedsmokedeflectors for
fittingtomembersof theRoyalScotclass
thatat thetimewerebeingsubstantially
rebuilt, includingthereplacementof
parallelboilerswith taperedType2A
boilers, aprogrammethat lasteduntil
1955.
TwoJubilee4-6-0s,Nos.5735Comet

and5736Phoenix (BRNos.45735/36),

NEWS

hadbeenfittedwithsimilardeflectors
in1942,andsixyears later thesewere
adaptedbyaDerbydrawingoffice team
that includedKeith, for fittingtotheRoyal
Scots. Itwasnot the first timedeflectors
hadbeenfittedtotheclass, as straight-
sidedoneswere fittedfromlate-1931
followingexperimentationwithvarious
designs inabidtostopdriftingsmoke
obscuringthecrew’svision.
Keith returnedtoGlasgowafterhis

periodof trainingatDerby,and in
1950movedtoLondonTransportasa
mechanicalengineer trainee,becoming
a leadingmemberof therailwaydivisions
of the InstitutionsofboththeMechanical
andElectricalEngineers throughhiswork
developingthe firstautomatic trainson
theVictoriaLine.
His sonChris,whohasanart studioat

theLevishamstationhouseownedby
Keith, saidhis fatheroncetoldhim:“It
turnedout thatmuchas I lovedsteam,
Iwasprobably ratherbetter suitedto
electricalengineering. Itwasmoreabout
ideasand lessabout traditionalheavy
engineering.”
Chris,who lives inKirkbymoorsideand

is theNYMRartist-in-residence, saidhis
fathersawRoyalScot for the first time in
1943,when itwasanunrebuiltparallel-
boilered locomotive.“ItwasatRugby,
wheredadhadcycledto fromHullwith
threechumstogotrainspotting.Hesaw

itquitea fewtimessubsequently.”
Keithwasdeterminedtorenewhis

acquaintancewithRoyalScotduring its
visit to theNYMRfromMarch24-April2,
andhedidsotwice,atPickeringand
Grosmont.
“Itwas the first timehehadseen it

sincetheendofsteamanditbrought
memories floodingback forhim,”
saidChris.“Hehadagoodlookat the
deflectors,andsaid itwasquitenostalgic
toseethem.”
Chris, a formerBBC journalistwho

becameafull-timeartist in2004
followingsuccessfulexhibitionsofhis
workatLevisham,has refurbishedthe
station’sGrade II listedhouseownedby
his father intoapre-FirstWorldWar-style
holiday letwhilestill using itashis studio.
Unsurprisinglyhespecialises in

railwaysubjects,helpedbyhis father’s
meticulous research that ensures the
degreeof accuracydemandedby
his railwayenthusiast customers.His
paintings areavailable fromhis studio,
exhibitions andonhiswebsite.

LMS inLNERterritory: LMS ‘BlackFive’4-6-0No.45407entersLevishamontheNorth
YorkshireMoorsRailwaywith the2pmWhitby-Pickering trainonApril 7.KeithWare,
whoowns the former signalman’shouseat thestation, is a formerLMSengineering
traineewhohelpeddesign thesmokedeflectorsofNo.46100RoyalScot,withwhich
hewas reunitedduring its recentvisit to the railway.GEOFF COURTNEY

Welcomeguest:No. 46100RoyalScotpasses EskValleyonMarch28withaPickering trainduring its guest visit to theNorthYorkshireMoorsRailway. Pickering resident
KeithWarehelped todesign the4-6-0’s smokedeflectorswhenanengineering trainee in1948and renewedhis acquaintancewith theengineduring its visit to the
railway.ALANWEAVER
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Steam regains a
foothold in Southwold

SouthwoldRailwayTrust volunteers standat theentrance to the siteof theproposedSteamWorksproject. SRT

ByRobinJones

THESouthwoldRailwayTrusthasbought
aone-acresite todevelopasteamcentre
intheSuffolk town.
Theformergasworkssite inBlythRoad

liesnear theoriginal terminusof the
legendary3ftgaugeline,andalongside
theoldformation.
Lastyear, thetrustobtainedplanning

permissionforavisitorcentre, railway
andnaturereserveonthesite,which is to
beredevelopedundertheSteamWorks
banner.
Theproject includesa1550sqftvisitor

centrebuildingwithcafe, shop, toilets,
museumandastockandrestoration
shed,alongwith22chainsof trackof
twogauges, includingarunparalleland
closetothesiteof theoriginal lineas it
approachedSouthwoldstation.
It includesa7¼inchgaugeminiature

railwayrunningaroundthesitewhich
willbeset ina landscapednaturereserve
containingponds,wild flowermeadow
andwoodland.
Thepurchaseof thesitewascompleted

onMarch30,buthasallbutexhausted
thetrust’s funds,andsoanappeal for
moredonationshasbeenmade.

TrustchairmanJamesHewettsaid:“The
trustalreadyhas fullplanningpermission
tobuild22-chainsof track (intwoormore
gauges)onthis land,which isdirectly
adjacenttotheSouthwoldRailway’s1879
trackbed,apopularwalkandcyclewayto
theRiverBlythbridge. Naturally, thereare
severalconditionstofulfilwithregardto
planning,sowehopethatoursupporters
willbearwithuswhilewedealwiththose.
Thesite isonlyashortwaytothewest
of theoriginalSouthwoldstation,now
sadly lost.”

Most expensive
“LandinSouthwold issomeofthemost
expensive inthearea,andtheTrusthas
devotedmostof itsassets tothissale
(except for ring-fencedfundssuchas
theHeritageTrainFund,andthetwo
locomotivefunds: theBlythFund,andthe
ScaldwellFund), sotherewillbeamajor
fund-raisingexercisetopayforall the
work involved.
“Evenwithall thehardworkofour

volunteers,costsarenaturally involved
inprovidingthevisitorcentre,museum,
andrailwayrestorationshed, insourcing
andlayingtrack,andin layingoutthe
extensive landscapingfor thenature

reserve.Thesoonerwecanprovidethe
facilities, thesoonerwecanopentothe
public,andthuscreaterevenuefor the
restorationof therestof therailway.
“Theproject issmall,but isanessential

first steptowardstherailwayrestoration,
which iseminentlyachievable:operations
at this sitewill allowtheTrust tobecome
the202nd heritagerailway intheUK,also
becomingapartofSuffolk’s tourismoffer,
whichprovidesoneineight jobs inEast
Suffolk.
“Wewould liketoaddthat there is,

currently,nothingonthesite, sothere
is littlepoint indrivingtheretosee it.
Thebestwaytoseethesite (if thatstill
appeals) isbybicycleorbywalkingon
thepopular routebetweentheBlyth
HotelandtheriverbridgetoWalberswick
station(whereourvolunteers recently
clearedthestationsiteandthebenchthat
marks it)–withtheaddedadvantagethat
yourentire routewillbeonthetrackbed
of theSR,andthebridge isstill founded
onourrailwaypilesandsupports.
“Theplan ismodest,but represents the

first timethat thetrusthasat thesame
timeownedland,andhadplanning
permissiontorebuildtherailway
onit. In thewidercontext,andalso
acknowledgingtherecentachievement
of theMid-SuffolkLightRailwayand
theRotherValleyRailway ingaining
permissionfor theirextensions inthe
teethofsomesevere localopposition,
itgivesushopethat thecomplete
restorationof theeight-mileSouthwold
Railway isnowrealisticandachievable.”
TheSouthwoldRailway linked

theresortofSouthwoldtotheEast
SuffolkLineatHalesworth,aneight
mile journeywindingthroughthe
meadows,woodlandandmarshesof
theBlythValley. Itsmixedtrainswith
balconycoachesweredrawnbysmall
long-chimneyedSharpStewart tanksat
16mphfor50years from1879,untilbus
competitionforcedclosure in1929.
Thestockwasabandonedtorotuntil

1942,whenitwasalmostall scrapped

NEWS

Lotteryboost
forBala Lake
WHILEtheBalaLakeRailway is
focussingon itsplannedtown
centreextension, theHeritage
LotteryFundhasstumpedup
£38,500towardsadevelopment
at theotherendof the line.
Themoneyhasbeenawarded

toextendtheaccommodation
for rollingstockatLlanuwchllyn
Station.Themoneywill alsobe
spenton improvingthevisitor
experiencewithdisabledaccess
andheritageexhibits.
ProjectLeaderJulianBirley

said:“Theexisting facilities
havebecomeincreasingly
overcrowdedanddonotallowus
toexpand,particularly taking into
account the increasingcollection
ofhistoric locomotivesandrolling
stock.”
Aspreviously reported, landhas

beenbought foranewBalaTown
station.

Palmerston
becomesa
dockyard
locomotive
LIVERPOOL’S inner-citysteam
rallySteamontheDockreturns
onMay6/7andwillbe twicethe
sizeof lastyear’sevent.
AlbertDockwillhost30

steamengines,boatsand
GeorgeEngland0-4-0STTNo.4
Palmerston fromtheFfestiniog
&WelshHighlandRailways.
Palmerstonwillheadashuttle
trainupanddownatrack fora
ridealongHartleyQuay.
Aspecialattractionwillbe

steamtugKerne, aTitanic-era
steamshipwhich is the last
remainingnaval, coal-fired
steamshiptohaveseenservice in
twoworldwarsandwhich in1971
wasthe lastcoal-firedsteamer to
workontheMersey.
RogerDibnah, thesonthe late

legendarysteamenthusiastFred
Dibnahwill alsoattend.
At1pmand3pmbothdays,

visitorswillbetreatedtoasteam
showcasearoundSalthouse
Dock,whichwill includeacavalry
of steamengines, traditional
brewer’sdraycartandshire
horses.
Nearly65,000visitorsattended

the firstSteamontheDockevent
lastyear.

Get in touch
editor@heritagerailway.co.uk.
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for thewareffort. Almostassoonas
therailwayclosed, therewereattempts
torestore it,whichcontinuedthrough
thecentury: remarkably,almostall
thetrackbedwasandisstill intactand
unblocked.

Permission refused
Althoughthetrust, formedin2006as
asuccessor totheSouthwoldRailway
Society,ownsandhasclearedthesite
ofWenhastonstationand41chainsof
trackbedtowardsBlythburgh, itdoesnot
yethavetherighttobuildarailwayonit,
asplanningpermissionwasrefused,so
theSouthwoldproject isnowthefocal
point for thestartof therebuildingof
the line.
InMay, thetrustwill takedelivery

of it first3ftgaugesteamlocomotive
inPeckett0-6-0STNo.1316of1913
Scaldwell fromAmberleyMuseum.
BuiltatAtlasworksBristol to3ftgauge
for theLamport IronstoneCompany in
Northamptonshire,it ismorepowerful
thanthefouroriginalSoutholdengines.
Scaldwell is remarkablycomplete,but
hasbeeninstoreatAmberley formany
years,becausetherunninglinethere is
2ftgauge.While thebodyworkhasrusted

Will 3ft gaugePeckett 0-6-0STScaldwellbecome the first steam locomotive to
operateat SteamWorks? SRT

The locationof theSteamWorks site shownonavintageOrdnanceSurveyplanof
theeasternendof theoriginal SouthwoldRailway. SRT

inplaces, the locomotivecomeswitha
sparesetofunusedwheelsandaxles.
Itwill joinPeterNicholson’sHclass

MotorRail locomotiveof1969(thetrust’s
currentoperationalmotivepower),
alongsideBelgiancoachNo.7of1916,
andthefirst twoelementsof theplanned
VictorianHeritageTrain, replica1879van
No.40andopenwagonNo.41,both
scheduledforcompletion insummer
2017.
Elsewhere, thetrust isproceedingwith

itsnew-buildSharpStewart2-4-0Treplica
No.3Blyth.Sevenyearsago, theframesof
the£120,000replica,madebyAldeburgh
metalworkersSamandDennisPegg,
andhousedina localbuilder’s shed,were
unveiled,at the launchofabuy-a-share
schemetoraisetherestof thenecessary
finance.
Thetrust isappealingforenthusiasts to

takeout£50bondstohelpfinanceSteam
Works,asconsiderableextra fundingwill
berequiredfor thebuilding, thetrack,
landscaping,services,andimprovement
totheaccess road.Thebonds,whichhave
nomonetaryvalue,arenotrepayable,
anddonotconferownership,canbe
obtainedfromwww.southwoldrailway.
co.uk/southwold-station

Anartist’s impressionof theproposedSteamWorksat Southwold. SRT

THEHeritageRailwayAssociationhas
beeninmourningfollowingthedeathof
preservationpioneerDavidWoodhouse
attheageof84.
ItwasannouncedonApril11thatDavid

haddiedatAberystwythHospitalaftera
short illness.
Davidbeganhis railway life in1951,as

avolunteerontheTalyllynRailway.He
joinedtherailway’smanagementteamin
1966,andheremainedonit for26years,
until1992.
HRAchairmanBrianSimpsonsaid:

“Davidwasafoundermemberof the
HRA.Withouthisexperience,knowledge
andwisdom,allofwhichhegavefreely
andgenerously, theHRAwouldnotbe
theauthority it is today.Notonlyhavewe
lostavaluablecontributor,butatreasured
friend.Ourthoughtsarewithhis family.”
DavidwasamemberoftheRailway

IndustryAdvisoryCommitteeworking
groups,andamemberof the Instituteof
RailwayOperators.Hehelpedforgelinks
betweentheheritagerailwaysectorand
tourismthroughhis rolesasadirectorof
MidWalesTourism,asamemberofthe
VisitBritainTouristAttractionsAdvisory
Committee,andaschairmanoftheMid
WalesMarketingCommittee.
HewasmadeanMBEforservicesto

tourisminWales in1986,andreceived
aWalesTouristBoardgoldmedal inthe

Farewell to preservation
pioneer DavidWoodhouse

sameyear. In1991,hewrotetheforeword
totheEncyclopaediaofNarrowGauge
RailwaysofGreatBritainandIreland.
WiththeHRA,Davidhelpedfound

theassociation’soperatingandsafety
committee.Heintroducedthemembers’
handbookandthegrouptravelguide,
andbroughttheHRAintoUKInbound,
theTourismAllianceandtheInstitution
ofRailwayOperator,andrepresentedthe
HRAoncountlessworkinggroupsand
travel tradeevents.
In2016,David’s60-yearheritage

railwayscareerwasrecognisedwithThe
RailwayMagazineAnnualAwardfor
ServicestoRailwayPreservation.

PreservationpowerhouseDavid
Woodhouse speakingat aFedecrail
conference in2008.HRA

New steam line to open
at Mount Edgcumbe
WEhaveall thrilledat theexploitsof
Tyseley’sGWRCastle 4-6-0No. 5043Earl
ofMountEdgcumbe.Nowtheplaceafter
which it is named is tohavea steam
railwayof its own.
Cornwall’sMountEdgcumbeHouse

andCountryParkhasannouncedplans
toopena5ingaugeminiature steam
railway.
It is proposed that the linewill run

throughout thevenueanddraw largely
onvolunteers to run it.

Thevenue’sbusinessdevelopment
managerDavidMarshall said:“Wehope
to launch the railwayonMay27,during
theGreenManWeekend,butwe really
needvolunteers tohelpus run it.
“We’dbedelighted tohear from

anyonewhocanhelp lay the track, run
theengine, drive the trainor anyonewill
behappy to lendahand.”
The railwaywaspreviouslyowned

bya farmwhichclosedasa tourist
attraction.

Aysgarth extension‘would
boostWensleydale economy’
ALONG-mooted three-mile
extensionof theWensleydale
Railway toAysgarthwould
boost local employmentand the
economy, according toanewstudy
byengineeringconsultancyOve
Arup.
Theeconomicbenefits could top

£3millionayear,whilegenerating
anextra£500,000 in ticket sales
frompassengers travelling to
AysgarthFalls, apopularbeauty
spot.

The study, anupdatedversionof
anearlier oneproduced in2009,
waspart-fundedbya£5000grant
fromtheYorkshireDalesNational
ParkAuthority’s Sustainable
DevelopmentFund.
Park chairmanCarl Lis said:

“I’m really looking forward to the
WensleydaleRailway comingback
to thepark, and I’mglad to see the
case for it spelledout in this report.
Reinstating the linewill bedifficult,
but achievable.”
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LMS Royal Scot 4-6-0 No. 46115 Scots Guardsman passes Greenholme on the climb to Shap with
the Railway Touring Company’s ‘Cumbrian Coast Express’ onMarch 25. BRIAN SHARPE
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ByGeoffCourtney

Thefashionsof the1940swill linkupwith
rail travelandmusic fromtheera–plus
averyspecialguest–astheKent&East
SussexRailwaygoesback intimeonMay
20-21.
Theoccasion is the railway’s annual

Fabulous40s’gala, aneventwhere
nostalgiawill rule,memorieswill flood
back for visitorsof a certain age, and
childrenwill experiencewhatmaybe
their first ever imageof life inBritain
duringadecade that started indespair
andended inhope.
Weatherpermitting, therewillbea

Spitfiredisplay,bringingtotheskiesof
Kentthat familiarsoundofaRolls-Royce
MerlinV12engine,whileonterra firma
therailway’sTenterdenstationwill feature
stalls sellingauthentic1940s’clothes,
thegroupMyFavouriteThingssinging
popularsongsfromtheera,anddancing
bytheCinquePortsLindyHoppers.
At thestationtherewillalsobea

mock-upofanRAFoperationsroomwith
aBattleofBritainplottingtable,AirRaid
Precautionsteamsprovidinganinsight
into lifeonthehomefront,andanAirSea
Rescuedisplayshowinghowaircrews
forcedtoditch intheEnglishChannel
weresaved.
Anotherhighlightwillbeadisplayof

vintagemilitaryandcivilianvehicles.
OveratBodiamstationat theotherend

Manor in star role as KESR
remembers the fab forties

ofthe linetherewillbe interactiveLand
Armydisplaysandactivities,anartsand
craftshow,costumedre-enactors,anda
DesertRats’encampmentwithauthentic
kit,weaponsandavarietyofJeeps.
Heretootherewillbe1940s’singersand
militaryandcivilianvehiclesondisplay,
whilea freeheritagebusservicewill run
betweenthestationandthenearby14th
centurymoatedBodiamCastle.
Whilememoriesof the1940swill

undoubtedlybeenjoyedbymanyrailway
enthusiasts, it is thespecialguest that is
set todrawthemtothispartofsouth-east
England.Thatguest isNo.7822Foxcote
Manor,which,althoughaprewarGWR
design,hadn’tbeenbuiltbythe‘Fabulous
40s’but ratheremergedtotraffic from
SwindoninDecember1950.
Oneofninemembersof the30-strong

class tobepreserved, itwillbethe4-6-0’s
first-everappearanceontheKESR,and
is rosteredtooperateonbothdaysof
thegala. Itsvisithasbeensponsored
inpartbytherailway’sGuestEngine
Club,whichwasformedbyvolunteers
in2015toassistwiththehireofofguest
locomotivesand, inthis instance ispaying
thecostof transportingtheManor from
itsLlangollenRailwayhome.
A‘CambrianCoastExpress’regular

anda1963royal trainengine,No.7822
waswithdrawnfromShrewsbury (6D)
in1965, rescuedfromBarryscrapyard
bytheFoxcoteManorSociety in1974,

movedtoOswestry,andarrivedat
Llangollen in1986.
KESRproductandreservations

managerHelenDouglassaid:“Foxcote
Manorwillbethe largest locotohaveever
gracedourrails,andwelookforwardto
itssightandsoundas itclimbsthesteep
bank intoTenterdenstationdrawing
manynewandenthusiasticadmirers.
“Itwilladdasprinkleofmain line

glamourtoourFabulous40s’weekend
andprovideanextraspecialadditionto
our Learntodriveasteamenginerailway
experiencedays.
“Our1940s’eventcapturesthe

imaginationofvisitorsyoungand
young-at-heart,andwithsomuchgoing
it is funforall thefamily.Also, thanksto
servicesat45-minute intervals, there
willbeopportunities toenjoythevaried
activitiesat thedifferentstations.”
Locomotivesprovisionally rosteredto

joinNo.7822overtheweekendareGWR
0-6-0PTNo.1638,2-6-0Norwegian,and
ManninWardle0-6-0STCharwelton.

Link toRVRwelcomed
Meanwhile, therailway’sgeneral
manager,ShaunDewey,haswelcomed
thedecisionbyRotherDistrictCouncil
toapproveplansbytheRotherValley
Railwayto linkupwiththeKESR.
Theplans, reported in lastmonth’s

HeritageRailway,wouldplug thecurrent
two-milegapbetween theeasternend
of theRVRatNorthbridgeStreet and the
westernendoftheKESRatJunctionRoad.

Shaunsaid:“It isveryexciting.Withthe
RVR’sconnectiontotheLondon-Hastings
main lineatRobertsbridge, itwouldopen
uptoustheHastingsandsouthLondon
market.”
Theprivately-fundedproject to link

thetworailwaysalso includesbuilding
astationwithafive-coachplatform
attheRVR’sbaseatRobertsbridge,as
wellascarriageandengineshedsand
other facilities.Workonthis isalready
welladvanced,and2020isbeingseen
asapossibledate forcompletionof this
developmentandtheopeningof the link
toJunctionRoad.
Whencompleted, trainswould

run14milesbetweenTenterdenand
Robertsbridge,andbeoperatedbythe
KESR.Shaunadmittedtheextension
wouldpresentchallenges, saying:
“Wewouldhavetoensurewehavean
adequatevolunteerbase.Wecurrently
havemorethan400volunteerswhodo
afantastic job,andlinkingupwiththe
RVRwouldbeaverypositivemessage
andalsoenableustowidenthearea
ourvolunteerscomefrom,asthey
wouldbeabletotravel tousbytrainvia
Robertsbridge.
“ConnectingtoRobertsbridgecannot

beoverstated intermsofattractingnew
customers,andtherewouldbenefits for
the localeconomy,especially forsmall
businesses intheruralareas. Ibelieve
whattheRVRisdoingismarvellous.”He
pledgedthatoncethe lineswere linked,
TenterdenwouldremaintheKESRbase.

Worksvisit:No. 7822FoxcoteManorwill bringmain lineglamour to theKent&East SussexRailwayonMay20-21,but thisphotographof theGWR-designed,BR-built
4-6-0atWolverhamptonStaffordRoadworkson July11, 1958, shows themoremundane sideof the steam locomotiveera. J DAVENPORT  NORMAN PREEDY ARCHIVE
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New chairman for Covent
Garden transport museum
LONDONTransportMuseumhas
appointedformerGo-Aheadgroupchief
executiveKeithLudemanasitsnew
chairmanoftrustees.
Keithhasextensiveexperienceofthe

transportsectorandapassionforhistory,
designandtransportandhasheldkey
postswithregionaltransportauthorities in
theUKandoverseas.
In1996hejoinedGo-Ahead–initially

asmanagingdirectorof itsLondonBus
Division,thenin1999movingacrossto
Go-Ahead’srail interests.
HechairedtheAssociationofTrain

OperatingCompaniesfrom2004-5and
wasappointedtoGo-Aheadboardin
2004,andchiefexecutivein2006.
Followinghisretirementin2011,hetook

upnon-executivedirectorpositionsin

Interserveplc,EversholtRailGroup,Bristol
Water,AspinGroupandTXMPlant. He
wasanon-executivedirectorofNetwork
Railbetween2011and2014.
Atthemuseum,hetakesoverfrom

SirDavidBell, thefounderchairmanofthe
museum’scharityboard,whostooddown
afterasuccessfulnine-yeartermintherole.
Keithsaid:“Themuseumisatareally

excitingpoint initsdevelopment. It isthe
world’s leadingurbantransportmuseum,
isasignificanteducationalcharityandhas
establishedthepioneeringEnjoymentto
Employmentprogrammewhichsupports
industrybyinspiringyoungpeopleto
studySTEMsubjectsandbecomethenext
generationofengineers.
“Myprioritiesaretoestablishalong-

termplanningframeworktoensurethe
financialsustainabilityofthemuseum,
andtoworkwithTransportforLondon
colleaguestooptimiseassets,suchas
disusedundergroundstations, inorder
togeneraterevenuethatwillbenefit the
museum’scharitablework.”
MuseumdirectorSamMullinssaid:“Iam

delightedKeithhasbeenappointed.His
broadexperienceandknowledgeofthe
privatesectorwillbekeyinhelpingusto
deliveranextensiveprogrammeofactivity
thatencompassesthoughtleadership,
educationandskills,commercial resilience
andgrowth,andaninnovativepublic
exhibitionandeventprogramme.”KeithLudeman. LTM

Hendy calls in at Hendy!
OnApril 7, theTalyllynRailwaywelcomed
NetworkRail chairmanSirPeterHendy
foraspecial train tripalongthe line–and
included in the itinerarywasastopat
HendyHalt!
SirPeter’s trainconsistedofoneof the

line’s first locomotivesDolgochhauling
atraincomposedofall the railway’s
original carriages, allofwhichare150
years,ormore,old.
It travelled fromTywynWharf stationto

theeastern terminusatNantGwernol.
SirPetereventravelledonthe footplate

forpartsof the journeywithdriver
DaveScotson, the line’soperatingand
infrastructuremanager, andfireman
LottieAtkinson.Actingasguardwas
long-timeTalyllynvolunteerTonyRandall,

whohasknownSirPeter formanyyears.
HendyHaltwaswhere thetrains

originally stoppedtopickupandset
downpassengers for thenearbyHendy
Farm.Amongst theotherpassengerson
thetripwereCounAnneand JohnLloyd-
Jones thecurrentownersof the farm.
TalyllyngeneralmanagerTracey

Parkinson said:“Itwasapleasure to
welcomeSir Peter to theRailwayandhe
clearly enjoyedhis trip along the line.
“This is part of anongoing

programmetobuild closer tieswith
organisationswithwhichwehavea
working relationship.
“I amdelighted that this visit seems

tohaveproducedsome reallypositive
results.”

The special
trainpauses
atHendy
Haltwith
(from left)
JohnLloyd-
Jones, Tracey
Parkinson,
Sir Peter
Hendyand
CounAnne
Lloyd-Jones.
BARBARA
FULLER

Foyle Valley museum to
reopen over the summer
LONDONDERRY’SmothballedFoyle
ValleyRailwayMuseumis toreopenover
thesummer–enthusiastswishingto
visit itbefore itofficially reopenswillbe
welcomeas longas theymakeaprior
booking.
That’s thenewsfromDestined, the

disabilitycharitywhichhas takenover
themuseumbuildingas itsheadquarters
with theagreementofowner,Derryand
StrabaneDistrictCouncil.
Destinedandcouncilmuseums

staffarecurrently trainingpeoplewith
disabilities toactasmuseumguidesand
there isastrongcommitment tomake
themuseumverymuchpartof the
MaidenCity’s tourismoffering.
DestinedmanagerDermotO’Hara

said:“Wecurrentlywelcomeenthusiasts
toviewtheCountyDonegalandLough
SwillyRailways rollingstockandartefacts
andask if theycancontactus first to
makeadateandtime.
“Wealsoplantoopeninthesummer

andthenextstageistoholdapublic
meetingtore-establishthepreservation
societytoallowustoplanfortheshort
andlongterm,whichincludesreopening
theFoyleValleyRailwayatalaterstage
asamajortouristattractionandajob
andtrainingproviderforpeoplewith
disabilities.”
Anyonewishingtovisit theFoyleValley

RailwayMuseumbefore itopens for the
summershoulde-mailDermotat
d@destined.ie

CountyDonegalRailway2-6-4TNo. 6Columbkilleondisplay in theFoyleValley
RailwayMuseum.HUGHDOUGHERTY

Newbridge at Bridge ofDun
AFOUR-yearproject tore-erect
aVictorian footbridgeonthe
CaledonianRailwayhasbeen
completed.
Datingback to1895, the

bridgewaserectedby the
original CaledonianRailwayat
Dunblane stationandwas the
second footbridgeon the site.
With its attractive lattice-work
anddecorativepiers it is an
unusual survivor, particularlywith
its covereddeckandgraceful
segmental arch.
Thebridgesurvived inuseat

Dunblane, relativelyunaltered, for
overacenturyuntil thecurrent
CaledonianRailway,a four-mile
heritagerailwayrunningfrom
Brechin toBridgeofDun,was
approachedbyNetworkRail in2012.

NetworkRailwas in theprocess
ofupgradingaccessat the listed
Dunblanestationandwaskeento
explore thepossibilityof relocating
thebridgetoallowimprovedaccess
andalso improveclearance for
potentialelectrification.
Asiteclose tothe locationof the

original footbridgeatBridgeofDun
stationwas identifiedassuitable
andwiththeagreementof the
appropriateplanningauthorities
workcommenced.
Thebridgewasdismantledand

refurbishedbytheexpert teamof
MillarCallaghanEngineeringLtd in
Irvine.Andfollowinggroundwork
byStoryContracting. thebridgewas
finallyerectedonMarch27.
Anofficialopening isplannedfor

later in theyear.

Barclay0-4-0STNo.1863of1926beneath the formerDunblane footbridge.CR
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ByGeoffCourtney

ALOVEof steamand railwaysmaybe
consideredpurely aman-thing,but try
telling that toEmmaSafeandChristine
Pulham, twoartistswhoareproving
that ladies areas capableof successfully
depicting thegenreasmen.
Bothhave in recent yearsbecome

associatemembersof theprestigious
GuildofRailwayArtists, andeach is
ploughinga furrow in their different
waysas they translate their interest onto
paper andcanvas.
Emma is a42-year-old LiverpoolArt

Schoolgraduatewhoworks as a full-
timeartist fromherhome in theWest
Midlands. She isparticularly interested
in station scenes, andsetsuphereasel
onaplatformor concourse anddraws
the scene in frontofher inadistinctive
styleusingcharcoal onpaper.
“I havealwaysbeen interested in

railways, railwayarchitectureand the
peoplepassing through,”she said.“I am
drawn to iconic,major stationswhere
the interactionofpeople, trains and
architecture is at itsmost intenseand
expressive.”

Architectural integrity
She said that she favouredolder stations
forherwork, suchasKing’sCross,
Paddington, BristolTempleMeads,York
andNewcastle.“This is notbecause they
areolderper se, butbecause theyhave
anarchitectural integrity, anaesthetic
quality andemotivepower that is
difficult tobeat.”
Shecautions that,while shepreferred

older stations, herworkwasnot

A male preserve? Don’t say that to
railway artists Emma and Christine

intended tobenostalgic.“I hopemy
work speaksverymuchof thehere
andnowaswell as thepast. At itsbest,
railwayarchitecture can inspire, uplift
andenrichourdaily lives. In a smallway,
I try tomakedrawings in the samespirit,
to record, celebrateandelevate the
everydayexperienceof travellingby rail.”

Twoofherdrawings, titledHeathrow
Express andArrival at King’sCross,were
selectedby theRoyal Birmingham
SocietyofArtists fordisplay ina top
exhibitionat the society’s gallery in
thecity.Theexhibition,which ran from
March16-April 8, featuredentries from
all over theUK, andwasopen toartists
working in themedia.
Chris Pulham’swork isof adifferent

style toEmma’s, one that ismore
mainstream, and it toohas received
recent recognition. Sheexplains:“I
wasa childof the steameraandhave
loved steamtrains ever since.When I
wasyoung, a trip to the stationusually
meantgoingonholidayby train.”

Stainmore visit
She said shehadalwayspainted, and
nowconcentratedonher art,mainly
in acrylic.“I setmysightsonbecoming
anassociatememberof theguild, and
createdaportfolioof eightpaintings
for the selectionpanel in2013.They
met the required standardand Iwas
acceptedasanassociatemember, and
later that year fourwereaccepted for
theguild’s annual Railart exhibition, and
since then Ihaveexhibitedevery year.”
While touringCumbria twoyears ago

withherhusbandRob,who is a friend

of theguild and itspublicityofficer,
shevisited theStainmoreRailwayat
KirkbyStephenEast station,where
they cameacrossNER901class 2-4-0
No. 910ondisplay. CoincidentallyChris
had featured thisNational Railway
Museum-owned locomotive inoneof
herpaintings, leadingher toofferprints
of thepainting to the railway to raise
funds for its hoped-for restoration, and
thiswas readily accepted.
KirkbyStephenEast is alsohome

to theLocomotiveConservation&
LearningTrust,whichhason site its
LNER J210-6-0No. 65033,which is also
awaiting restorationand is the subjectof
abid forHeritageLottery funding.
“I decided tohelpbypaintinga

picture featuring the J21andNo. 910
tohopefully stimulate interest and
raise fundsby sellingprints,”saidChris.
Thepainting is titledAspringclean
at Stainmore, and shows the J21 in its
original guise asNorthEasternRailway
No. 876,withNo. 910outside the shedat
KirkbyStephenEast.
Chris has loaned it to the railway for

exhibitionat the station, andwill show
it at this year’s Railart exhibitionheld
by theguild atKidderminsterRailway
Museum in the summer.“I like tohelp
withpreservationwhere I can,”she said.

Trainof thought: The charcoal on
paperdrawingofKing’s Cross station
by railwayartist EmmaSafe thatwas
chosen fordisplayat a topexhibition
inBirmingham.

Artist atwork:GuildofRailwayArtists
associatememberEmmaSafeather
easel atPaddington station.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY! FROMONLY £20
SEE

P28 FOR
DETAILS

Steamduet:NorthEasternRailway0-6-0No. 876,with fellowNER locomotive
2-4-0No. 910alongside, atKirkbyStephenEast inapaintingbyChris Pulhamthat
is raising funds for the restorationof the two locomotives.
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The tale of two awkward
tradesmen, a remote station,
and a light railway king
ByGeoffCourtney

APREVIOUSLYuntoldWelshHighland
Railway storyofnearly 100years ago
involving twoawkward tradesmen,
unused landat a remote station, and
an interventionby light railwayking
ColonelHolmanFStephens, hasbeen
unearthedbyWHRHeritageGroup
archivistDickLystor.
The1ft11½ingaugerailwayopened

betweenPortmadocandDinas in
June1923,andsixmonths laterRobert
Roberts,acoalmerchant living inthe
hamletofNantmornear thesouthern
endof the line,expressedawishtobuild
acoalyardathis local station.
SixdaysbeforeChristmasRobertsheld

ameetingwithpermanentway inspector
GLewisGriffith todiscusshisplan,and
within twodaysGriffithproduceda
report forWHRsuperintendentJohn
MaydetailingRoberts’requirements,
which includedarequest that thearea for
hisyard,closetothestation’s siding,be
concreted.
Roberts saidheexpectedtosell about

16tonsofcoalpermonth,andheeven
wentso farasexpressingawish for
further landonthestationsiteonwhich
heplannedtobuilda refreshment
room.Hisproposal indicatedthathe
woulderect thebuildinghimselfandbe
preparedtosigna lease for10years.
Unsurprisingly theWelshHighland

Railwayshowedinterest in thescheme,
involvingas itdida localbusinessman
wantingtodeveloparemotestationwith

acoalbusinessandevenrefreshments
facilities,presumably forpassengersor
railwaystaff.Griffithobviouslysupported
theproject, ashesaid inhis report that
the landRobertshadhiseyeonwouldbe
the least inconvenient totheWHR.
But therailway’s joyatwhatmusthave

beenanunexpectedopportunitywas
tobeshort-lived, forwithindaysRoberts
hadchangedhismind,anda littleover
aweekafter theGriffith’s report toJohn
Mayhehadboughtalternative landnear
Nantmoronwhichtobuildhiscoalyard,
andneitherdidhewant thearea for the
refreshment room.Hedidappear to
sweetenthepill,however,bysayingthat
all thecoalhesoldwouldbecarriedby
therailway.
Theon-off sagawasn’tover,however,

for sixweeksafter sayinghedidn’twant
toproceedwiththeprojecthehadyet
anotherchangeofmind,andagain
approachedtherailwayseeking landat
thestation.
Quitewhatwasthethoughtof the

WHRmanagementat this second
about-turnbyRoberts isnot recorded,
butRobertEvans, theauditclerkand
accountant,wrotetoColStephens–who
wastherailway’sengineerandmanaging
director– tellinghimof this latest
approach.
Stephens, thecountry’s top light

railwayengineerandoperator,was in
full agreementwithRoberts’request
andtoldEvanshewaspreparedto let
the landfor2shillingspersq ftperyear,
towhichEvans repliedthat it shouldbe

persquareyard!Stephenswroteback
acknowledginghismistake,enclosinga
planof thesiteandtellingEvansto“get
onwith the job.”
Anagreementwassent toRobertson

March2andhewasaskedtocontact
Evans todiscussarrangements.
However, the ficklecoalmerchantwas

not finished, for truetohismercurial
formhereturnedtheagreementsaying
hedidn’twishtoproceedwithhisplans.
Andthatwas it, forasDickLystorsays:
“Nothing furtherwasheard fromMr
RobertsandNantmorneverhad itscoal
yardor refreshment room.”

Exit Roberts, enter Jones
Roberts thecoalmanmayhaveexitedthe
scene,but the followingyear theWHR
managementwasdealingwithanother
cussed local tradesmanwhohadhiseyes
ondevelopinghisbusinessatNantmor.

HewasagrocernamedJohnJones,who
in late1925asked ifhecouldstore flour in
thestationbuilding.
“Therailwaywasn’t tookeenonthis

idea,and installedtwooldquarrymen’s
coachesalongsidethestationsidingto
beusedasastore,”saidDick. ”Joneswas
grantedtemporarypermissiontousethe
station itselfwhile thetwocoacheswere
converted,butoncethiswasdoneJones
wouldn’tusethemandcarriedonusing
thestation.
“Hewasconstantlycomplainingabout

therateshewasbeingcharged,and
evenwhentheywere reducedhestill
thought themtoohigh.ByJanuary1927
therailwayhadhadenoughandasked
himtoremovehis flour, and internal
correspondencerefer tohimasbeing
veryobstinate.
“By1928hewasstoringpotatoes in

thestation insteadof flour,anddidn’t see
whyheshouldpayrent for theprivilege.
Hewas finallyoustedbythatsummer,
andnodoubt theWHRmanagement
heavedasighof relief.”
Nantmorstation,which liesbetween

BeddgelertandPontCroesorstations
sixmiles fromPortmadoc,hasenjoyeda
newleaseof life in thepreservationera,
asexplainedbyNickBooker, chairmanof
theWHRHeritageGroup.
“Thehaltbuiltduringthe firstperiod

of theWHR1923-36consistedofa
corrugated ironshelterandtwoold
FfestiniogRailwaycarriagesshornof their
runninggearside-by-sideundera roof
to formagoodswarehouse.Thestation
closed in1936,andby1948 ithadall
disappeared.
“Therewereplans forahalt serving

Nantmorwhentherebuildingof the
WHRwasproposed,but thesewere
droppeddueto localobjections.
However, later, inFebruary2007,a
parishvoteagreedtoask forahalt tobe
located inthevillage,andtheplanswere
revivedandapprovedbytheSnowdonia
NationalParkAuthority inDecember
thatyear.”
Thestationreopened inMay2010,

fundedby theWelshHighlandRailway
Society including fundsdonated in
memoryofoneof itsmembers, the late
DrBenFisherofBangorUniversity.

At thedouble:Adouble-headerofdoubleFairlie 0-4-4-0T locomotivesenters
Nantmor stationonApril 14, 2012, at theheadof ‘TheSnowdonian’. The lead
engine isMerddinEmrys,built by theFfestiniogRailway in1879andnamedafter
a sixth centuryWelshpoet, andbehind isEarlofMerioneth,built exactly 100years
laterby the revivedFfestiniogRailway. Inset: The restoredNantmor station.
ROB ROSSINGTON/IANMCLOUGHLIN

Welshpanorama:
AWelsh
HighlandRailway
Portmadoc-Dinas
trainenters
Nantmorstation
in1925headed
byWelshPony,an
0-4-0STTbuiltby
GeorgeEngland
&Coof south
London in1867
andwhichsurvives
todayonthe
FfestiniogRailway.
The remotestation
wasearmarked
by two local
tradesmenat
the timeof the
photograph for
their respective
businessesas
coalmanand
grocer,but
negotiations
with theWHR
proved fractious
andultimately
unsuccessful.
FRANCIS FRITH
COLLECTION
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ByGeoffCourtney

FORMERSwanageRailway-based
Standard4MT2-6-4TNo. 80078moved
under its ownpoweronApril 8 for the
first time in sevenyears following its
purchasefromSouthernLocomotivesLtd
by formerBR traineecivil engineer
StewartRobinson.
The2-6-4Twasa stalwartof the

LondonTilbury&SouthendLine in its
BRdays, and itspurchasebyStewart
in2012andsubsequent transfer tohis
Essex rail infrastructure company for
restoration thus returned the loco to its
spiritual homecounty.
Stewart initially thought itwould

requireonly suchworkas tubeand
stays replacementandoverhaulof
thewheelsets andbunkerbut –as
ever in theworldof steam locomotive

restoration–eventsunfolded ina
differentway.
Instead, amuchmoreextensive

overhaulwas required, includingnew
cylinderandvalve liners, cylinderheads,
wheelandmotionbearings, ashpan
andchimney, anda totallynewbunker.
Theworkproceededatapace that led
itsnewowner tobelieve itmaybeable
tomakeanappearanceatMangapps
RailwayMuseum’sEastergala lastmonth,
but sadly forhim,Mangapps’owner
JohnJolly, andstaff andvolunteers, that
proved just too tighta timetable.
Stewart andMangappshave strong

connections.His companySonic
Rail Services isbased just a fewmiles
fromthemuseum inBurnham-on-
Crouch, andhewasoneof theoriginal
volunteerswhen themuseumopened
in1989.

Standard tank moves under its
own power after major overhaul

THENorthYorkshireMoorsRailway
hasenteredthe2017seasonwithfour
steamlocosavailable(Nos.44806,
80136,76079and61264)foraservice
thatformostdaysrequirestwo.
WorkonNos. 926Reptonand

45428EricTreacy, continues, but
No. 926hasbeenheldupbydelays
at themanufacturerof firebox stay
and isnowexpected tobe finished
around theendofMay.No. 45428
hashad star cracks aroundsome
firebox staysgroundoutandwelded
and is reported tobealmost ready to
be retubed,but the framesare
receivingmoreextensiveworkand

their completion is likely tobe the
rate limiting factordeterminingwhen
theenginewill return to service.
Anadditionalboostwillcomewith

thearrivalofIanRiley’s‘BlackFive’
No.44871(currentlyunderoverhaul
atBury)butahoped-forvisitbya
sisterlocomotivehasfallenthrough
asaresultofthediscoveryofboiler
problems.
B1No.61264hasrequired

someunexpectedattentiontoits
superheaterelements,butitsowning
groupwasabletoborrowaset
originallydestinedforclassmate
No.61306butnotneededforawhile,

circumventingtheusualdelivery
periodwhileanewsetismade.
No.61264hasalsosufferedfrom
leakingtubesattimesbuthasbeen
successfullykeptintraffic.
Lastly,WestCountryPacificNo.34101

Hartland’sboilerisnowexpectedback
atGrosmontfromtheSouthDevon
RailwayinJuneorJulywithitsnew
fireboxfittedandwillthenbecomethe
priorityprojectatGrosmontshed,with
aviewtohavingitrunningin2018.
Earlyindicationssuggestthatthe

NYMRhasmadeagoodstartto2017,
withtakingsuponbudget,suggesting
thatthehigher-than-inflationfarerise

forthisyearhasfailedtodetervisitors.
TheNYMRistryingouttwonew

marketinginitiativesin2017,thefirst
beingtheintroductionof‘heritage
trains’usingtheLNERCAteaktrain.
ThesewillruninMay/Juneand
September/Octoberandthecoaches
willbepairedwithanLNERlocomotive
intheformofNo.61264.
Asecondinitiativeistherunning

of‘twilightexcursions’onsummer
eveningsbetweenWhitbyand
Battersby. Thesewerepreviously
scheduledtorunasemptystockfor
crewtrainingpurposes. Timetables
andfareshaveyettobeannounced.

Locomotiveboost forNorthYorkshirewith four available forduty

Itwas thus logical thatNo. 80078
wouldmark its returnat themuseum
and itwill still do so, albeit amonthor so
later than initially envisaged. John Jolly,
whohaswatchedandadmired the
restoration takingplace just a fewmiles
fromhismuseum, said thatonApril 8
the locoachievedaboilerpressureof
225psi at Stewart’sworkshop, and
movedunder its ownpower for the first
timesince2010.
He said thatdidn’t allowenough

time toorganise transport to the
museumbefore its anticipatedGood
Friday return, and theenginewasnow
expected toarriveatMangappsduring
theweekbeginningMay8.
“Subject to theusual caveats, suchas

teething troubles,we’ll beusing
No. 80078onall threedaysofour late
springbankholidayweekend,May27-

29, afterwhich itwill visit other railways.”
Its operational returnon the late

springholidayweekendwouldbea
nostalgicoccasion for John.“Having
beenbroughtupnear Southend Iwas
very familiarwith theseStandard4MTs
on theLTSR, including this very loco,
and I think themthemosthandsome
of all theBRStandardclasses. Itwill also
be the largest steam loco toever runat
Mangapps.”
No. 80078wasbuilt at Brighton in

February1954,withdrawn fromCroes
Newydd,Wrexham(6C) in July1965,
andarrivedatBarry scrapyardayear
later. Itwas rescuedby theSouthern
SteamTrust in1976, andafter a21-year
overhaul returned to steamon the
SwanageRailway in1999,where it
workeduntil theexpiryof itsboiler
certificate in2010.

Setting the standard: 4MT2-6-4TNo. 80078headsa two-coach
trainaway fromCorfeCastleon theSwanageRailway in July2007.
TheStandard2-6-4Twas takenoutof service in2010, sold to
Essex rail engineer StewartRobinson in2012, and is set to return
fromamajoroverhaul atMangappsRailwayMuseum’s late spring
bankholidaygalaonMay27-29.BRIAN SHARPE
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ASETof four restored suburbancoaches
is nowrunningon theNorthNorfolk
Railway following thecompletionof
a joint £250,000projectbetween the
PoppyLineand theHeritageLottery
Fund.
The setwasofficially launchedat

Sheringhamstationat11.30amon
Saturday,April 15. followedby the
coachesbeinghauled for the first time
withpassengers toHolt.
The suburbanprojectwas the

brainchildof the line’s former chairman,
the lateCliveMorris.
Begun in2014, itwas completedearly

this year. Clivediedpartway through
theproject, and the launchalso sawa
commemoration inhishonourwith
the formalopeningof theCliveMorris

RoomatWeybourne, inauguratedbyhis
wifeBetty.
NNRmanagingdirectorHughHarkett

said:“Clivewould indeedhavebeen
proudof theachievementof a running
suburban four-set.
“Thecarriageandwagondepartment

andvolunteersof theNNRare tobe
heartily congratulatedon thehigh
qualityworkmanship thathasgone into
these splendid suburbancoaches.
“Wehaveexpended in the regionof

£250,000on this veryworthyproject,
includinganexhibitioncoach showing
the refurbishmentmethodologyand
historyof suburban travel.”
These locomotive-hauledMk.1

suburbancarriageswere someof the
last of a long lineofnon-gangwayed

coaches reachingback to thedawn
of railways. Introduced in1954 they
surviveduntil 1977, being the last of
their kindon theBRnetwork.
The final examplesended their days

working suburban servicesoutofKing’s
Crossbeforebeing supersededby
modernelectric services.
TheLottery contributedaround

£90,000 to theproject, theNNR received
donationsof £50,000and the rest came
outof reserves.
Thecarriageswere laterused in the

NNR’sApril 21-23gala and then ina
special suburban travelweek, from
July2-9.
TheNNRoperates steamanddiesel

heritage servicesbetweenSheringham
andHolt.

Suburban travel to the fore on Norfolk coast
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BRStandard4MT2-6-0No. 76084
hauling the completed four-coach

suburban set towardsWeybourne.NNR

HughHarkett andBerryMorris at
the launchof the suburban set at
Sheringham.NNR
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Swanage Railway given
National Collection T3 4-4-0
ByRobinJones

AUNIQUELSWR4-4-0has returnedto
itshometerritory–after theNational
RailwayMuseumgifted it to the
SwanageRailway.
TheownershipofAdamsT3No.563

hasbeentransferredto thePurbeck
Line, after itwasdecidedthatVictorian
andEdwardian4-4-0sareotherwise
well represented inBritain’sNational
Collection.
Neverhavingsteamed in theheritage

era, theT3starred inacclaimedstage
productionsofEdithANesbit’s classic
TheRailwayChildrenonbothsidesof
theAtlantic.
Arrivingonaroadtransporterat the

SwanageRailway’s road-rail interchange
atNordenonWednesday,April 12, the
T3, coveredbyaprotective tarpaulinwas
hauledtoCorfeCastle stationbyaBR
Class08diesel shunter.
Built atNineElms inFebruary1893 for

haulingexpress trains, anddesignedby
WilliamAdamsfor smoothrunningat
upto80mph, theT3–oneofaclassof
just20–waswithdrawnbytheSouthern
Railwayat theendof theSecondWorld
War inAugust1945,bywhichtime ithad
run1.5millionmiles.
However, the81tonneT3wasnot

scrapped in1948. Instead, itwas
selected for restorationanddisplayat
thecentenarycelebrations forWaterloo
stationduring1948 inamovethat
thankfullyguaranteed itspreservation.
DelightedSwanageRailwayCompany

chairmanTrevorParsons, avolunteer
signalmanandguardonthe line, said:
“It’s absolutely incredible tosee theT3
ontheSwanageRailwayandmarvellous
that ithas finallyarrived.
“Evenwith theprotective tarpaulins

over it, youcanreallyappreciate the
locomotive’sdistinctiveandcharming
Victorian lines.
“TheT3classof steamlocomotives

–andperhapsNo.563 itself –worked
trains fromLondondowntoCorfeCastle
andSwanage; takingexpectant families
onholiday fromthecity to thesea.The
locomotiveswerepartof thestoryof

Swanage’sdevelopmentasapopular
seaside resort.
“The locomotive isacompleteoriginal

andsports its liverydating from1893–
theT3 isa timecapsule from1945when
the locomotivewaswithdrawnbythe
SouthernRailwayafterahardworking
lifeof52years,”headded.

Back in time
“Thevacuumpressuregauge for
thebrakesstill has theoriginalLSWR
writtenontheplatebehindtheglass.
Steponto theT3’s footplateandyou
are transportedback in time120years
to the1890sandthe lifeofVictorian
railwaymen.
“Wearedelighted, thrilledandvery

grateful to theNRMfordonatingsucha
rareVictoriansteamlocomotive to the
SwanageRailway.
“Thanks to theT3’sownershipbeing

transferred to theSwanageRailway,we
hopetosuitablydisplay the locomotive
to thepublicand illustrateaperiod
of importantLSWRhistory thathas
previouslynotbeenpossible.Our
primaryaimisNo.563’s conservationand
preservation.”
Partof theNRMcollectionatShildon’s

Locomotionmuseum, theT3was
transportedbysea toCanada in2011
where ithadasix-monthstarring role
inToronto’sRoundhousePark fora
theatricalproductionofTheRailway
Children.
Backacross theAtlantic,No.563again

took to thestagewhentheproduction
wasstagedatKing’sCross station in
Londonwherea1000seatpop-up
theatrehadbeenbuilt.
ANRMspokesmansaid:“Weare

delightedtogift theT3class to the
SwanageRailwayaspartof itsgrowing
collectionandtohave foundsucha
suitablehomefor this locomotive.”
Twoyearsago, someeyebrowswere

raisedwhentheNRMgaveanother
NationalCollectionengine,North
StaffordshireRailwayNewL0-6-2T
No.2, to theFoxfieldRailway,which is
basednear the locomotive’sStoke-on-
Trentbirthplace..
Thespokesmansaid:“Whilewehave

receivedagenerallypositive reaction
to thedecisiontogift theT3to the
SwanageRailway,we fullyunderstand
andappreciate that thedecisionmay
disappoint somepeople.
“Thedecisionwasmade following

dueprocessandwasverycarefully
considered,with thebest interestsof
maintainingand improvingtheoverall
collectionandtoensure thatpeople
across theUKcancontinuetoenjoyand
share the richhistoryofour railways.
“Wetakeourpublic responsibility

topreserveandprotectour railway
heritageandtheNationalCollection
veryseriously. Increasingpublicaccess to
thecollection isoneofourkeypriorities.
As such,wecarefully followrigorous
procedureaspartofourapproachto
maintain,updateand increaseaccess to
theNationalCollection.

Followed procedure
“Thedecisiontogift theT3 followedour
procedure fordisposalsavailableonour
website.This includesanassessmentof
thesuitabilityofan institutionto receive
itemsandensures that itemscanbe
disposedofwithoutdetriment to the
interestsof thepublicwithapreference
for itemsremaining in thepublicdomain.
“Werecognisedwehaveanumberof

4-4-0-type locomotives in thecollection,
mostly fromtheVictorian-Edwardianera,
whichhadresulted inan imbalance in
thecollectionof steamlocomotives from
thisperiod.
“Inobservingdueprocess,we

concludedthatgifting theT3class
No.563 locomotive toawell-respected
heritage railway lineandonewitha rich
historical connection,wouldenable it
tobeenjoyedbythepublic for future
generations.
WithSwanage, theT3 locomotive

hasahistoryofworking in thisarea
andtheSwanageRailwayhasan
outstandingtrack record forpreserving
anddisplaying items, somethingwhich
isofparamount importance.Weare
delightedthat theenginewill remain
accessible to thepublicat theSwanage
Railwayandwillbewell lookedafter.”

LSWRT34-4-0No. 563outside theLocomotionmuseumatShildon: the sole survivorof a classof 20whichmayhave runover
theSwanagebranch in itsworking life.NRM

Left: AdamsT3No. 563arrives at Corfe Castle on
April 12.ANDREW PMWRIGHT

Above: SwanageRailwayCompany chairmanTrevor
ParsonswithNo. 563atNorden.ANDREWPMWRIGHT
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Swanage bumper
Bulleid bonanza
draws record crowds
ByRobin Jones

STEAM returnedwith a vengeance
to the sunny south tomark the50th
anniversaryof its passingon the region’s
main line – as the SwanageRailway
held itsmost successful gala ever.
TheMarch31-April 2 Strictly Bulleid

event not only starred the largest
number ofworkingBulleid Pacific
locomotives since the summerof 1967,
but a record-breaking5700passengers
were carried – a figuregreater than the
populationofWarehamand four times

thepopulationof CorfeCastle.
For the event, steam trains also

operatedon theSwanageRailway’s
four-mile newly completedextension
fromNorden stationwestwards to the
River Frome–half amile short of the
main London toWeymouth line and
within sight ofWareham, the railway’s
intendeddestination for public trains
this year.
GeneralmanagerMattGreen said:

“Wehadanabsolutely fantastic Strictly
Bulleid eventwith some110volunteers
and staff helping to stage theevent

eachday.Whilewehad some train
delays, inwhatwas a tight timetable,
therewas agreat atmosphere about
theplace.
“Thequality of theworkmanship

that hasgone into the visitingBulleid
Pacific steam locomotiveswas
incredible. All the enginesperformed
well, theywerewell likedby the
footplate crews and they camewith
someexcellent locomotiveowners and
representatives.”
For visitingBattle of Britain Pacific

No. 34053Sir KeithPark itwas the first

time that the classic locomotivewas
seenon the Swanagebranch since the
summerof 1964when it hauled a train
from thePurbeck resort toWaterloo
station.
SwanageRailwayTrust chairmanGavin

Johns said:“The50thanniversaryof the
endof steamin thesouthofEngland
wascelebrated instyle,”headded.
ItwasonSunday, July 9, 1967,

that the last Bulleid Pacific steam
locomotives hauled longexpress trains,
at speedsof up to100mph, between
London, Basingstoke, Southampton,

BattleofBritainNo. 34081
departs fromCorfeCastle
northboundonApril 2.
KARL HEATH

WestCountryPacificNo. 34046Braunton runningasBattleofBritainNo. 34052 LordDowdingdeparts fromCorfeCastle and
crossesCorfeCommononApril 1. EDWARDDYER

Above: PaulMcDonaldon the
footplateofBulleidNo. 34046
Braunton, in its guiseasNo. 34052 Lord
Dowding.ANDREWPMWRIGHT

Left:No. 34052 LordDowdingpasses
CreechBottom.ANDREWPMWRIGHT
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WestCountryNo. 34092CityofWellsdeparts fromCorfeCastlenorthboundwith
the3pmfromSwanageonApril 1.DON BENN

No.34053SirKeithParkandNo. 34081climb towardsHarman’sCrosswith the
5pmfromSwanage toFromeRiveronApril 1.DON BENN

Bournemouth, Poole,Dorchester and
Weymouth.
Monday, July 10, 1967, sawelectric

trains brought inbetweenLondon
andBournemouthwithdiesel trains
operatingbetweenBournemouthand
Weymouth.
Theother three visitingBulleid

PacificswereWestCountriesNo. 34046
Braunton (disguised atNo. 34052 Lord
Dowding) andNo. 34092CityofWellsas
well as Battle of BritainNo. 34081
92Squadron.
Theevent featured a further two

Bulleid Pacifics, on static display.The
framesof yet tobe restoredWest
CountryNo. 34010 Sidmouthwere
displayedatCorfeCastle station,while
the railway’sHerstonengineeringworks
wasopenon theSaturday andSunday
so thepublic could seeBattle of Britain
No. 34072 257Squadron in the final
stagesof its complex restoration.
Thebuild-up to thebig event, oneof

several this year held tomark the50th
anniversary of the endof Southern
Region steam, saw75-year-old former
SwanageRailwayoperationsmanager

andvolunteer PaulMcDonald reunited
with the locomotive that heworked
onas a youngcleaner and firemanat
Bournemouth stationduring the late
1950s andearly 1960s.
Paul had theprivilegeof driving

Braunton for the last nine-mile legof
its journey fromLondon toSwanage
where itwasoneof the stars of amajor
eventmarking the50th anniversary
of the endofmain line steam trains in
southern England.
He said:“As soonas the locomotive

crossedon to the SwanageRailway,

I tookover the controls and itwas
marvellous. Iwas over themoonand
youcouldn’twipe the smile offmy face.
“Itwas very sadwhen theBulleid

Pacifics left Bournemouth shed for the
last time in the summerof 1967.
“Braunton is amagnificentmachine

and it is amazing to think thatBraunton
hasbeen restored froma rusting
scrapyardhulk to thegleaming stallion
of speed seen today. I’mvery impressed
with thequality of the locomotive’s
restoration and it’s a real tribute to the
dedicated teambehindall thatwork.”
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Visiting fromLlangollen for threemonths,GWR2-6-2TNo. 5199headsaSteamRecreationsphoto charterwith threenewly-
repainted carmineandcreamcoaches, past TurksCastlebetweenWillitonandStogumberon theWest SomersetRailwayon
March28. The largeprairiewill remainon theWSRuntilmid-June,when itwill be replacedbyGWR4-6-0No. 7822Foxcote
Manor for themain summer season.DON BISHOP

New policy to protect old
route through Cheltenham
ByRobinJones

TRAINSmayoneday runagain fromthe
GloucestershireWarwickshireRailway
throughCheltenhamto themain line.
Atpresent, theheritage railway

occupies the routeof the former
GWR line fromStratford-upon-Avon
toCheltenhambetweenBroadway
andCheltenhamRacecourse, buthas
ambitionnotonly topush further
northwards toHoneybourneandamain
line connectionbut also further south
intoCheltenham.The railwayowns the
trackbedas far as thePrinceofWales
Stadium inPittville.
However, threeminorblockages

between the stadiumand themain
lineat Lansdown–at StGeorge’s Road,
the town’sWaitrose storeandnear
the stadium itself –haveappeared to
precludea future southernmain line
link.

New plan
Yet it nowappears that all is not lost. In a
response to local transport campaigner
Michael Brockington,Christopher
Edwards, the seniorplanningpolicy
officer atCheltenhamBoroughCouncil,
said that anewplan toprotect the route
through the town isbeingdrawnup.
He said:“I canconfirm that the route

of the formerHoneybourne rail line is
safeguarded for transportuse through
existingplanningpolicyhereat
Cheltenham.
“Thepolicy refers to safeguarding the

route forpublic transport although, to
date, nopublic transport schemehas
beenproposedand the route continues

tooperate solely as a footpathand
cycleway.
“Thecurrent residential development

that is underway in thevicinityof the
formerCheltenham(MalvernRoad)
stationdoesnot impingeon the routeof
the former rail line and iswell contained
withinpalisade fencing. I amaware
that incursionsonto the former track
bedhaveoccurred in thevicinityof
thePrinceofWales Stadiumbut these
arenot anticipated tooverly affect
prospects for the futureextensionof
the footpathandcycleway towards
CheltenhamRacecourse station. Indeed,
SustransandGloucestershireCounty
Council have finalisedadefinitive route
for this section that avoids theneed to
use thepublichighway.
“I amaware that theG/WRownsmuch

of the former trackbed in this location
and theymayhaveaspirations toextend
the railway southwards towardsPittville
Parkorbeyond in the longer term.
However, no firmproposals haveyet
beendrawnup in this regardandany
potential futureextensionof the steam
railwaywouldneed to take intoaccount
footpathandcyclewayprovision.
“Given that theaforementioned

CheltenhamPlanwasadopted some
11years ago,CheltenhamBorough
Council has startedworkonanewplan
to replace thisdocument.Thenew
CheltenhamPlan in its currentdraft form
contains apolicy (Policy EM5)which is
designed tocontinueprotecting the
routeof theHoneybourne rail lineas
a continuous sustainable transport
corridorbetweenLansdownstation
(NetworkRail) andCheltenham

Racecourse station (G/WR).
The terminologyused in thepolicy
allows for a rangeof transport solutions
should firmproposals come forward in
future.
“It is alsoassumed that thecurrent

use forwalkingandcyclingwouldalso
continue tobe facilitated.”
Michaelwelcomed the letter as“rather

encouraging.”
ItwasMichaelwhohasbeencredited

with saving theNorthWarwickshire
LinebetweenTyseley andStratford.
In thebuild-up toEaster 1969,when
hewasworkingas anaccountant
at theStratford-upon-AvonHerald
weeklynewspaper, henoticed that
BritishRail had reserved space for an
advertisement.He telephonedBritish
Railways andasked for thecopy to fill
the space thathadbeenbooked.

Statutory notice
WhenMichael read it, hewashorrified.
Itwasa statutorynoticedetailingall
the replacementbus services thatwere
tobe laidon following theclosureof
theNorthWarwickshire Line.At the
time,Michaelwas secretaryof the
Stratford-upon-AvonTransportAction
Committee, and sawthe implications.
BritishRail’s closureplanswould

greatlybenefit frompublishing the
notice justbeforeEaster,whenoffices
wouldbeclosedand itmightbe trickier
for local people toobject to the relevant
authorities.Michael sprang intoaction
and tocut avery long story short, set in
motionachainof eventswhich resulted
ina successful legal challenge to the
notice.

‘Stanier’
relaunches
a Sentinel
into traffic

‘SirWilliamStanier’ relaunches
Sentinel 4wVBTWilliamback into
traffic. EHR

ONSunday,March26, theElsecar
HeritageRailwayheldaSentinelgala, to
celebrate thereturntosteamofSentinel
4wVBTNo.9959William.
Thehighlightof thedaywasre-

enactingSirWilliamStanierunveilingthe
nameplateofNo.9959.
MickLanganofAngelLane

Productions,anamateurdramaticsgroup
whichpartnerswith theheritage line,
playedSirWilliamStanier,givingaspeech
tothegatheredcrowdexplaininghis
roleandhowhecametobenamingthis
Sentinel.
Built in1956,No.9959wassupplied

toCourtauldsFibresFactoryatGreat
Coates inGrimsby.At that time,Sir
WilliamStanier, the formerChief
MechanicalEngineerof theLMS,wasa
boardmemberofCourtaulds,directing
itsengineeringpolicyandsupporting
thenewengineeringdirectorMrG
Verall.OnreceiptofhisnewSentinel
locomotive,MrVerall askedSirWilliamif
hewouldchristen itbyunveilingthenew
nameplate.SirWilliamwasnotawareof
thenamebutwasdelightedto find itwas
William.
Atthegala,Williamwas joined insteam

bySentinel0-4-0VBTGervase,originally
aManningWardle locomotive from
1900andconvertedtoverticalboilerby
Sentinel in1928.
Therailway locomotiveswere joinedby

SentinelS4steamwagonTheDenbyFlyer,
built in1917andnowownedbyJCWard
&SonsofDenbyDale,nearWakefield.

A ‘Hoover’ for Spa
Valley Railway
PAULSpracklen’sClass 50No. 50026
Indomitablehasbeenbooked for the
SpaValleyRailway’sbigAugust 3-6
diesel gala.
Itwill arrive atTunbridgeWellsWest

in Juneand is available fordriver
experienceson July15/16andwill have
its ownpublic runningdayson June
24/25.
During the Juneweekend theother

service trainoperatingwill beworkedby
CromptonNo. 33201.
Theothergala visitors areClass 20

D8188andDelticNo. 55019Royal
HighlandFusilier.
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IN BRIEF
➜ Something old,
something blue…
CLASS 37/7 No. 37703 was
‘guest of honour’ at the Bo’ness &
Kinneil Railway on April 13, when
Paul Gerrard, a noted railway
photographer, was married at the
line and drove the locomotive
when transferring the wedding
party to Manuel.
The wedding vows were

exchanged on the Avon Viaduct
and photos were taken at Birkhill
station.
Paul praised the BKR and the

Scottish Railway Preservation
Society Diesel Group for their
support, including the provision
of a sound system to provide music
as his bride walked up the aisle,
to create the “best day of our lives.”

➜ Class 31 bonanza at
Wansford
THE Nene Valley Railway’s October
13-15 ‘Class 31 at 60’diesel gala
will celebrate the 60th anniversary
of class doyen D5500/31018, now
part of the National Collection,
entering service with BR in October
1957. Confirmed visitors include
Nos. 31108, 31162, 31271, 31452
and 31466 with negotiations
underway for a further five
locomotives to visit.

Lottery grant for Welshpool
& Llanfair’s African heritage
THEWelshpool&LlanfairLightRailway
has receiveda£22,800grant towardsa
project tocreateanAfricantrain.
During itsheritageera, therailwayhas

regularly lookedbeyondourshores for
locomotivesandrollingstock,because it
isbuilt to thecomparatively raregauge
of2ft6in.
Onesourceof rollingstockwasSierra

Leone,andnowthe line iscelebrating its
linkswith thatcountry.
Hunslet2-6-2TNo.85,built in1954

forservice inSierraLeoneandbought
fromascrapdealerbytheWLLR in1975,
hasbeenoutofusesince2010when its
boiler ticket ranout.For thepast fiveyears
ithasbeendisplayedat theLocomotion
MuseuminShildon,where ithasbeen
usedtopromote linkswith theSierra
LeoneNationalRailwayMuseum.British
ArmyColonelSteveDavies, serving in
Africa followingthecivilwar,helpedset
upthatmuseumbefore laterbecoming
directorof theNationalRailwayMuseum
inYork.
NowthatNo.85’s time inShildonhas

ended, theplan is to takethe locomotive
onasummertouraroundtheUK,
accompaniedbyatravellingmuseum

exhibition,children’sactivities for schools
andfamilies,plus interpretation items,
andstaffedbyvolunteers fromtheWLLR.
OnApril22, itvisitedtheArmley

IndustrialMuseuminLeeds, thetown
where itwasbuilt.

Many connections
Thenextday, itwasmoved toHull
wherewasdisplayedaspartof a
‘SpotlightonSierraLeone’event running
untilMay7.Hull hasmanyconnections
withAfrica andSierra Leone, and is
twinnedwithFreetown.
No.85willbeusedtotell thestory

ofslaveryandfreedom,andthe links
betweentheUKandSierraLeone,while
helpingtoraise funds for thebuildingof
anewworkshopatLlanfairCaereinion.
It is intendedthatNo.85willbethe first
locomotivetoberestored inthenew
facility.
Whenrestored,No.85willhead

the‘AfricanTrain,’runningwith two
Gloucester-builtSierraLeoneRailways
bogiecarriages that theWLLRalso
purchased in1975.
BetweenMay27andJune5,No.85

willbeondisplayaspartof the‘Steam

RailwayAdventure’eventat theLondon
MuseumofWater&SteamatKewBridge,
supportedbytheSierraLeonemuseum’s
UKFriendsgroup.The locomotivewill
thentravel toBirmingham,anothercity
withstrongSierraLeoneconnections, for
the50thanniversaryopenweekendat
TyseleyLocomotiveWorksonJune23-25.
Itwill thenvisit theShrewsburySteam

RallyonAugust27/28before returning
totheWLLRfor itsSeptember1-3annual
steamgala.
HowquicklyNo.85willbe restored

toservicewilldependonthesuccessof
fundraising.The long-runningrestoration
ofFranco-Belge0-8-0TSirDrefaldwyn is
nearingcompletionand it ishopedthat it
will returntoservice in2018.

Hunslet 2-6-2TNo. 85on itsway fromShildon toLeeds.NRM

TV historian opens new Exbury extension
TREADING in the footstepsof royalty,
TVhistorianDanSnowopened thenew
quarter-mile extension toHampshire’s
ExburyGardensRailwayonApril 11.
The12¼ingauge line, opened in2001

asanaddedattractionalongside the
award-winninggardens, haswelcomed
many famousguests including the
Queen, thePrinceofWales and the
DuchessofCornwall andPrincessAnne.
The railwaywas the inspirationof

enthusiast LeopolddeRothschild
who loved trains as a small child and
hadalwayswanted tobuildone for
thevisitors to thegardens.The station
wasmodelledon the samedesignas
Aviemoreand features a turntable,
engine shedandsidings. Sir James
Dunbar-Nasmithdesigned the station
andengine shedandTrevor Stirland
(who runsExmoorSteamRailway) acted
asa consultant for theproject andbuilt
three steam locomotives,Rosemary,
NaomiandMariloonamedafter‘Mr
Leo’s’mother andsisters and thediesel
engine, namedEddyafterhis elder
brother.
Because the railwayhasproved

extremelypopularwith thousandsof

visitors, itsmanager, IanWilson, two
years agodrewupplans toextend the
line to takevisitors round theother side
of the lakeandenhance theexperience
of the20-minute ride.
Work started lastDecember todeviate

theexisting route roundNorthLake to
extend it toover 1½miles.Thework
wasundertaken in-houseby Ianand
his team.
It hasopenedupawholenewareaof

thegardens that thepublic havenever
seenbefore, includingadragonflypond

andahalt on the journey for visitors to
alight and see thewildlife. Landscaping
of thenewareawill beaidedby the
Exbury teamofvolunteers.
At theofficial unveiling,Marie-Louise

Agius, great-granddaughterof Lionel
deRothschildwhostarted thegardens,
drove the train ina fitting tribute toher
great-unclewhobuilt it.Mr Leopold
deRothschild’s nephew, Lionelde
Rothschild,welcomedeveryone.
Theextension isnowopen to the

public.

TVhistorian
DanSnow
praised
Exbury for
its continued
investment
inBritain’s
steamrailway
heritage
before
unveiling the
newDragonfly
Halt sign.
EXBURY

SUBSCRIBE TODAY! £20
SEE

P28 FOR
DETAILS

FROM
ONLY
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Variety show at Stoneleigh as
BB is set to take top honours
VARIETYwillbethespiceof lifeat
StoneleighonJune3,whennameplates
fromall theBigFourwill fight for
attention inGreatCentral’s summer
auction,comprising five fromtheGWR,
threeapiece fromtheSRandLMS,and
onefromtheLNER.
Topof thetreewill surelybe257

Squadronwith itsbadgefromSRBattle
ofBritainNo.34072,builtatBrighton
inApril1948, fourmonthsafter
Nationalisation. It isnowpreservedon
theSwanageRailway,andtheplatehas
been inthevendor’sownershipsince
thePacificwaswithdrawnfromEastleigh
(71A) inOctober1964.
TheGWRquintet isCefntillaCourt

(SaintclassNo.2936),EvenleyHall
(No.4923),WardourCastle (No.5066),
MarbleHall (No.5907), andHinton
Manor, frompreservedNo.7819, the
lastof theclass tobebuiltby theGWR,
inFebruary1939.Formanycollectors
thenameWardourCastlemaynotbe
familiar, asNo.5066wasrenamedSirFelix
Pole inApril1956.
Inadditionto257Squadron, fromtheSR

comeSirValence (‘ScotchArthur’
No.30767)andLordRodney fromLord
Nelson4-6-0No.30863,andtheLMS
weighsinwithBengalandDefiance
(JubileeNos.45577and45728),andWelsh
Guardsman(RoyalScotNo.46117).The
platefromNo.45577isoneofonlyeight
intheclasstobecast inStRollox-style
lettering,theothersbeingNos.45576/78,
45580/81,45584,and45644/45.
TheLNERoffering isOsprey (A1g p y (

No.60131), anamefirst carriedbyGresley
A4No.4494fromnewinAugust1937
untilOctober1942,when itwas replaced
withAndrewK.McCosh.Theoriginal
name,butnot theoriginalOspreyplate,
wasgiventoNo.60131when itentered
service inOctober1948.
Cabsidenumberplates includeGWR

Nos.2948(StackpoleCourt), 4991
(CobhamHall), 6019 (KingHenryV),
6869 (ResolvenGrange), 6921 (Borwick
Hall), and7028(CadburyCastle), and
smokeboxnumberplates34019(SRWest
CountryclassBideford) and46257(LMS
PrincessCoronationCityofSalford).
Also in thiscategory is11304, froma

Lancashire&YorkshireRailwayengine
thatstarted life in1877asaClass23
0-6-0,wasconverted intoasaddle tank
in1891, transferred intodepartmental
stock in1935asaHorwichworksshunter,
andretained itsLMS11304number
throughout itsBRdays,althoughthe Ian
AllanABCs listed itas51304S (for service

loco). ItwaswithdrawninDecember
1961.
In theworksplatescategorycomes

anLNERA3duo,Doncaster1928and
Doncaster1934, fromNos.60094
Coloradoand60039Sandwich
respectively.There isalsoaworksplate,
owner’splateandmanufacturer’s
emblemset froma5ft3ingauge0-4-0T
builtbyOrenstein&KoppelofBerlin in
1935foran Irishsugar factory inTuam,
CoGalway.The loco,whichcarriedthe
emblemonits smokeboxdoorandwas
unusuallybothasidetankandwell tank,
waswithdrawninthe1960s,having
spent itsentirecareerat the factory.
Headboards include‘Heartof

Midlothian’fromtheLondon-Edinburgh
express launched in1951thatwasthe
domainofECMLPacifics in the1950s.
I recordedthis trainonanumberof

occasions in1959-61atHadleyWood,
Hatfield,Stevenage,Hitchinand
PeterboroughNorth,headedbyavariety
ofLNERmagnificence.
This includedA4Nos.60030Golden

Fleeceand60033Seagull,A3Nos.60049
GalteeMoreand60102SirFrederick
Banbury (a formerchairmanof theGreat
NorthernRailway), andA2No.60516
Hycilla.Oh,andonJune3,1961,Class40
D270,butwewon’tgothere.
There isalsoa large factorychime

whistle fromtheFaverdaleWagonWorks
inDarlingtonthatopened in1923and
closed in1962,aSRtargetsign from
Grade II listedKewGardensstation,
openedbytheLSWRin1869andnow
onboththeLondonUnderground
andOverground,andtwo‘for’totems,
AshchurchforTewkesburyandDanzey
forTanworth.Theauctionstartsat10am.

NAMEPLATETheQueen reignedsupreme
atGreatNorthern’sApril8saleatPoynton,
selling for£12,500.Theplatewas fromLNWR
ImprovedPrecedent‘Jumbo’No.1213,a
2-4-0builtatCrewe inApril1892and
officiallya‘renewal’ofanearlier loco,
whosenameandnumber it tookover. It
waswithdrawnbytheLMSasNo.5032 in
February1932.
Behindcameaclosely-pricedpair from

theGWRandSR, the formerCountyofBucks
from3800CountyClass4-4-0No.3811
(£9700), andthe latterSirSagramore,carried
byKingArthurNo.30771 (£9000).
AsecondLNWRrepresentative,

Monmouthshire (ExperimentClass4-6-0
No.1689/LMSNo.5547)went for£7000,a
pricematchedbyThorneycroftHall (GWR
No.7924),whileaplate fromasecond
memberof theclass,MerevaleHall
(No.5971),made£6000.
TheLNERgota look-inas the leading

non-nameplate item,a three-notechime
whistle reportedly fromA4No.60015
Quicksilverthatsold for£3300,while thetop
totemwas fromtheEasternRegionstation
SummerLaneontheHuddersfield-Sheffield
Penistone line (£2500).Other totems
includedOldTrafford (£1600)andDodworth
(£1500).

ApaintingbyGeraldBroomofLNWR
ClaughtonClass4-6-0No.2222SirGilbert
ClaughtonclimbingCamdenBankwitha
Scotland-boundexpresswentfor£2100,
anLNER1946Darlingtonworksplatefrom
Stanier-designedClass8F2-8-048752for
£1200–oneofthevery lastBRlocostobe
withdrawn, inAugust1968–andaDoncaster
Northsignalboxnameboardfor£1050.Prices
excludebuyer’spremiumof10%.
GreatNorthern’sDaveRobinsonsaid:“It

wasourbestauctionall round.Therewere
morepeople there,wegotawayevery
nameplate,andourorganisationwentwell.
Wehadagoodday.”

Knight put in his place as The Queen
shows her subjects who’s the boss
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IT isbecomingan increasingly familiar
scenario– steam isdetermined tohold
theupperhand,butheritagediesels
aregaining in confidenceandeager
tousurp theold-timers. So itwasat
PershoreHighSchoolonApril 1,when
GWRailwayana let anLMSPrincess
Royal fight it outwithaClass 52diesel in
theheadlinenameplate category.
And itwas thedieselwhichemerged

triumphant,withWesternVanguard
pullingout all the stopsandselling for
£13,550, against £11,200 forDuchess
ofKent.The formerwas fromdiesel-
hydraulicD1069, built atCrewe in
October1963andwithdrawn from
PlymouthLaira inOctober1975. It
was soldwith itsmatchingcabside
numberplate, and set a record for the
class.
ThePrincessRoyalplate came from

Rearguard action from steam,
but diesel in the vanguard

1935-builtNo. 46212,whichwasalso
aCreweproduct andwithdrawn from
CreweNorth (5A) inOctober1961, thus
giving it a service lifeof 26years,well
overdouble thatofD1069.
Steamanddiesel also featured further

down thenameplate realisations, and
this time itwas steamwhichwon the
day, thanks toHeatherdenHall from
GWRNo. 6946goingunder Simon
Turner’s hammer for £7000.Thisbeat
the£6000 forDaring fromD811, a
Class42Warshipdiesel-hydraulicbuilt
inOctober1959andwithdrawn from
NewtonAbbot in January1972.
GWRcabsidenumberplateshada

goodday,with that fromHeatherden
Hall selling for £3100 immediately after
thenameplate, yet thiswas topped
byahumble0-4-2T,No. 1449,witha
priceof £4600, another class record. In

the smokeboxnumberplate category,
1368 fromanex-WeymouthQuayand
WenfordbridgebranchGWR0-6-0PT
went for £3100, easilyoutsellingamain
line rival, 60146 fromLNERA1Pacific
Peregrine (£2200).
SR target station signHeathfield

eclipsed totemswitha£3000
realisation– top totemwasFaversham
at£1700–anddiesel outpaced steam
in theworksplate sector, thanks to
the£1900 for a1963EnglishElectric
Darlingtonexample carriedbyClass
37D6879/37179.The top steam
worksplate, at £1200, came froma
NationalCoal Board0-6-0STbuilt by
Peckett&Sons (worksNo. 2114) in1951
forBrynlliwCollierynear Swansea.
Prices excludebuyer’spremiumof
10% (+VAT).
Theauctionwashit by computer

gremlins thatheldupproceedingson

several occasions,whichatonepoint
Simondescribedasa“nightmare”, buthe
andhiswifeClarehandled the situation
withaplomb.
By1pm,whenSimonwouldnormally

have reached lot 300and thusable
toblowthewhistle forhalf-time, he
had reachedonly lot 178.Orderwas
restored soonafterwhenSimonand
Clare resorted tomanual operations, a
harkback to thegoodolddays thatwas
sufficient for the sale to continue,but I
wouldn’t think theywouldplananother
auctiononApril 1.To them itwasno
joke.
Ashegatheredhisbreathat theend

of theauction, Simonsaid:“Itwasa
shameabout thecomputerproblems,
butwemanaged to regain some time,
and finishedonly about anhour later
thanusual.Other than that I thought it a
fantasticday, and I amverypleased.”

WHILErumourswithintherailwayana
movementarefarfromrareand
notalwaysaccurate, forecastsof
thedemiseofRailwayana.nethave
gatheredmomentuminrecent
weeksandwerecirculatingatGW
Railwayana’sApril1sale. Indeed,
suchwastheapparentvalidityofthe
reportsthattheinternetauction’s
parentcompany,GreatCentral
Railwayana,hasspokentoHeritage
Railwaysettingoutthesituation.
GreatCentraldirectorandauctioneer

MikeSodentoldme:“Weareawareof
thesereports,andwouldliketoassure
collectorsthatnodecisionhasbeen
made.Theauctionbeingheldfrom
May14-21willgoahead,andatthis
stagethereisenoughinterestfrom
vendorsforustobeexpectingthemid-
Novembersaletotakeplace.
“Beinginternetonly,Railwayana.

net’sauctionsareuniqueamong
specialistrailwayanasales,andwe
believetheyhaveaspecialplacewithin

thecalendar.Admittedlythatcalendar
seemstogetmorecrowdedevery
year,butRailwayana.net iscurrently
holdingitsown.”Theauctionhouse
wasfoundedbyChrisFrancein2001,
andbecamepartoftheGreatCentral
groupin2013.
Amongthelots intheMay14-21

auctionareacabsidecoldcutfrom
SRMerchantNavyNo.35004Cunard
WhiteStar,aKewGardenssignalbox
nameboard–coincidentally,atarget
signfromthesamestationwillbe
goingunderthehammeratGreat
Central’sStoneleighauctiononJune3,
asreportedelsewhereinthiscolumn
–andAberdoveyandBlackheath
totems.
Thereisalsoapre-Grouping

AndoverEast&TunnelJunction
signal instrumentplateandaGWR
lamptabletfromPenheligHalton
theCambriancoast lineinGwynedd,
astationthat isunusuallysitedon
curvedtrackbetweentwotunnels.

GreatCentral responds to
Railwayana.net rumours

South Eastern & Chatham
policeman’s badge caps it all

in an internet and telephone sale
heldbycollectables auctionhouse
Justaclickago inearly-April.
Manyof the407 lotswere railway

negatives andslides, and in these
thehighestpricewas£1450

desof signalboxes, stations,
general infrastructureand
ken in theearly-1990s.
lbumsofmore than2000
ndwhiteandcolour
atives fromthe late-1960s
into the70sofbothhome
overseas subjects, including
iltours,wasanother four-
gure realisation, going for
1150.
Modern tractionofmost
sses fromClass08sonwards
s alsoa successwhen1400
mmnegatives fetched
hile 86 slidesof 1972 Italian
strian scenesat avariety
onsand including steam
650. Prices excludebuyer’s
of 15%.
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ASouthEastern&ChathamRailway
capbadge,believed tobe froma
policeman’shelmet, outsoldall other
railwayanawitha realisationof £800
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anA1orA3Pacific –withpainted
nameplateGlenMamie cut from
the splasher of LNERD34No.
62482 inhot pursuit at £1600
The samepricewasobtained

for the leading steam
worksplate, fromGre

NorthernRailway
1907Doncaster-
built Ivatt C1
AtlanticNo.

4424,whichwas
allocated thenumb
62854byBRbutwa
not appliedprior
towithdrawal from
SheffieldDarnall (39B)
April 1950.
AGreat Central Railw
handlampplated
Skellingthorpe,
a stationwest of

➜AgaugeonelivesteammodelofGreat
EasternRailway0-6-0TNo.327wastop
dogataVectis railwayanaandmodel train
saleatThornabyon
March24,sellingfor£620.Following

at£520wasaMarklinO-gaugetrain
setdatingfrom1895thatcompriseda
clockwork0-2-2 locomotive,passenger
coach, twowagonsandtrack.Prices
excludebuyer’spremiumof20%(+VAT).

RAILWAYANABY GEOFF COURTNEY

Lincoln that closed in 1955, headed its
category at £1350,while adecorative
GNRplatform lamp top fromNavenby
on the Lincoln-Honington Junction
linewent for £1,250 andaGERdiagram
datedMay1892 fromHills Road
Cambridge signalbox for £1200.
Further four-figure realisationswere

£1100 for totemSomerleyton, a former
GER stationnorth-west of Lowestoft,
and finally £1050 for another steam
worksplate,‘Built 1954Crewe’, a year in
whichBRClass 9FNos. 92000-19 and
92030-41 emerged from the famous
works. Prices excludebuyer’s premium
of 10%.
“Wehada fabulous day,with ahuge

turnout andgenerally buoyant prices,”
saidTalisman’s Roger Phipps.
Meanwhile,Talisman is readying itself

for its annual auction at theGartell
Light Railway,Templecombe, onMay
13, atwhich ahighlight is nameplate

SirMartin Frobisher fromSRLord
NelsonNo. 30864, built at Eastleigh
inNovember 1929 andwithdrawn in
January 1962.The sameclass features in
the smokeboxnumberplate category,
with 30859 from LordHood.
Cabsidenumberplates include1021

fromGWRCountyofMontgomery, there
are totemstation signs from, among
others, Blandford Forum,Highbridge
&Burnham-on-Sea, and Ilfracombe,
and target signs fromWimborne,
Broadstone andPoole. Among the
handlamps are an SDJR exampleplated
Edington Junction, and twoothers,
fromBarryDock&RailwayCoand
Alexandra&NewportDocks Railway.
A full set of single line tablets from the

Exeter-Sidmouth Junction loopwill also
begoingunder thehammer, aswill a
London&GreenwichRailwaydirector’s
pass anda Severn&Wye Joint Railway
notice board.
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STEAM ENGINEERS

R obert Riddles was born in 1892 and
joined the LNWR at Crewe works as a
premium apprentice in 1909, completing

his apprenticeship in 1913. While attending the
Mechanics Institute classes he took a course in
electrical engineering, feeling there would be
a future for electric traction. During the First
WorldWar he served with the Royal Engineers,
mainly in France, during which time he was
badly wounded.
He returned to the LNWR at Crewe, and in

1920 became the bricks and mortar assistant
with responsibility for the new erecting shop.
When work on this was stopped, Riddles
was placed in charge of a small production
progress department and was sent to Horwich
to study the methods used by the L&Y. This
was to prove helpful in furthering Riddles’
career and he was to have significant influence
in the reorganisation of Crewe works which
took place between 1925 and 1927 after the
Grouping. In 1923 the LNWR had become
part of the LMS and on completion of the
work at Crewe, Riddles was sent to the former
Midland works at Derby to supervise a similar
programme. He was supported in this process
by Henry Ivatt who was the works manager at
Derby.
During the General Strike in 1926, Riddles

volunteered as a driver, taking trains from
Crewe to Manchester and Carlisle. The
experience gained made him almost unique
among CMEs; The practical knowledge gained
was of great assistance to Riddles in his future
design work. For example, it was the difference
experienced in driving a Prince of Wales 4-6-0
and a George the Fifth 4-4-0 which convinced
Riddles of the advantage of six coupled wheels.
Riddles was a steam enthusiast and although

he undoubtedly learnt much from driving
engines, equally he appears to have got quite a
thrill from the experience.
In 1933 Riddles moved to Euston to

Concluding the series on the
Big Four CMEs, Brian Sharpe
examines the career of Robert
Riddles who became CME of British
Railways after Nationalisation and
undoubtedly prolonged the steam
era in Britain with a series of steam
designs that many argue should
never have been built.

ROBERT

Britain’s last steam chiefmechanical engineer
RIDDLES

become locomotive assistant to the new chief
mechanical engineer, Sir William Stanier, and
in 1935 became Stanier’s principal assistant.
In this position, Riddles was responsible for

much of the design work on Stanier’s Princess
Coronation Pacific. Riddles and Stanier
developed a close relationship, and there is
little doubt that this was of a great benefit to
LMS locomotive design during the 1930s.
It has been alleged by some experts that

Riddles was responsible for the design of the
Princess Coronations and certainly Stanier
was in India at the time of their construction,
but others claim there is no evidence for
this. However, Riddles did write about the
infamous press run of No. 6220 Coronation
in 1937 and his description of events was
particularly graphic.

Prospects damaged
This vivid description of the train achieving
a speed of 114 mph much too close to Crewe
station for comfort is considered to have
damaged Riddles’ prospects on the LMS. The
top speed was attained immediately south
of Crewe and the train entered the station at
way above the permitted speed. Crockery was
broken in the dining car and there was some
damage to the points, but Riddles treated it as
a great adventure.
In 1937 Riddles had moved to Glasgow

as mechanical and electrical engineer –
Scotland, but at this time Charles Fairburn
was appointed as Stanier’s deputy – much to
Riddles’ disappointment – and this backward
step in his career could have been partly the
result of the Coronation episode.
When No. 6229 Duchess of Hamilton,

masquerading as Coronation, subsequently
toured America in 1939, Riddles also described
this trip with great enthusiasm and again in
vivid detail. The rostered driver Fred Bishop
was ill and Riddles ended up driving the train

on most of its tour. Fred Bishop was very
complimentary about Riddles’ driving skills.
In 1939 with the SecondWorldWar having

just started, Riddles moved to theMinistry of
Supply, becoming director of transportation
equipment, in which position he is credited
with his first locomotive designs; theWD
Austerity 2-8-0 and 2-10-0s. TheMinistry
of Supply had adopted the Stanier 8F as the
WD standard type and the three other Big
Four companies joined in their production,
but they were expensive. What was needed
was something which could be produced in
quantity, cheaply and quickly. Riddles’ WD
2-8-0 was the answer.
Riddles designed three very successful

‘austerity’ designs. As well as the 2-8-0 and
2-10-0, there was the Hunslet-based 0-6-0ST.
These were designed to be cheap and easy to
build andmaintain, and to burn indifferent
coal. They also proved powerful for their size,
and could run on poor quality track. All three
designs were used extensively in the UK and in
Europe. The LNER used many of the 0-6-0STs
(J94) and 2-8-0s during and after hostilities.
The 2-8-0 was quite a tidy design for an

‘austerity’ locomotive but the taper boiler and
Belpaire firebox of the 8F was replaced by

TwoBritanniashavebeenpreserved. The
pioneer,No. 70000Britanniawas tohave
beenofficiallypreservedbut itsplacewas
takenbyNo. 70013OliverCromwelland
Britanniawas sold forprivatepreservation.
No. 70000 is seenatCarlisle.
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a parallel boiler and round-topped firebox,
while castings and forgings were replaced
by fabrication. The railway companies knew
that they would inherit theWD engines once
hostilities had ceased, and would have much
preferred these to be Stanier 8Fs than Riddles’
ones, but it was the ‘Austerities’ that they were
instructed to build.

Adhesive quality
When Riddles went on to produce his 2-10-0
version, it was with the variation of a wide
firebox rather than the narrow firebox of the
2-8-0. Despite the desire to reduce costs and
steam on poor quality coal, copper was still
available for all the 2-8-0s, but the 2-10-0’s
fireboxes were steel. Surprisingly, the two types
were of virtually identical power, although the
2-10-0s had much better adhesion; the 2-8-0s
being surprisingly poor in this respect.
It was the LNER which obtained the 2-8-0s

in large numbers after the war, classifying
themO7. They were of course inherited by
BR and the 732 engines gave good service on
slow, heavy freight traffic almost to the end of
steam. BR did eventually get the opportunity to
purchase 25 of the 2-10-0s, which found work
in Scotland.

Noneof the732BRWD2-8-0swerepreservedandnonewent toBarry scrapyard.Somesurvivedoverseas though
andonewas repatriated fromSweden in1971. Itwaseventually restored toBRconditionand is seenasNo.90733
atOxenhopeontheKeighley&WorthValleyRailwayon its return toservice inSeptember2007.
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In 1943 Riddles moved to the post of chief
stores superintendent at the LMS, and on
Fairburn’s death in 1944 he applied for the
position of chief mechanical engineer, but this
time the job went to George Ivatt, with Riddles
being promoted to vice-president of the LMS.
On the creation of the Railway Executive in

1947 in preparation for the Nationalisation of
the railways in 1948, Riddles was appointed
member of the Railway Executive for
mechanical and electrical engineering. He
had two principal assistants, both of whom
were also former LMSmen: Roland C Bond,
chief officer (locomotive construction and
maintenance), and E S Cox, executive officer
(design). The duties of these three effectively
covered the old post of chief mechanical
engineer.
In this post Riddles was able to take the

decision to continue the construction of steam
locomotives, on the basis that it was not worth
changing to diesel traction when the ultimate
aim was electrification. His selection of
two colleagues from the LMS as his assistants
rather than men from Swindon, Eastleigh
or Doncaster, clearly meant that LMS thinking
would predominate when it came to BR steam
locomotive design.

Riddles was responsible for organising the
well-known ‘interchange trials’ of 1948. This
happened at a time when the LMS diesels,
the first of which had appeared just before
Nationalisation, were already starting to prove
themselves in service. George Ivatt, who had
supervised their introduction and been part of
the decision by the LMS to pursue dieselisation
of main line services, was still involved as CME
of the LondonMidland Region andmust have
had grave misgivings about the direction being
taken by Riddles, with whom he had worked for
many years.

Standard look
Riddles had another major influence on the
appearance of BR’s steam fleet which was
perhaps never fully documented. As well as
the Locomotive Exchanges, a more peripheral
sideshow was the establishment of a ‘standard’
livery for BR’s steam fleet. Roland Bond, one of
Riddles’ deputies, was ex-Derby and favoured
red, but Riddles was a Crewe man, brought up
on the LNWR; he was in charge and took the
oft-quoted Henry Ford view that you can have
“any colour you like as long as it is black”.
Engines were quickly painted in various

possible liveries, mostly green, and paraded

in front of the executive at Marylebone.
They were mostly LMS 5MT 4-6-0s and not
exactly in showroom condition. At the end of
the performance though, Riddles admitted
that he had prepared another engine if the
chairman would be interested, but it was not
green, nor had this particular scheme even
been considered. Another LMS 5MT appeared,
which Crewe had turned out in immaculate
fully-lined LNWR black. It stole the show, and
Riddles is quoted as saying: “I got more than
19,000 out of 20,000 locomotives painted black,
which was what I had wanted all along!'
Although blue was adopted for express

engines, and Brunswick green for exclusively
passenger engines, even the first Britannia was
initially turned out in plain black, and Princess
Coronation Pacifics were seen in black with
LNWR-style lining for a while.
Riddles thought that Britain’s railways

would use electric traction in the long term,
and steam traction in the intermediate. The
new diesels were not the equal of a Class 8
Pacific. With his team, he set about designing
and building a set of 12 standard locomotive
designs. Officially these incorporated the
best practices of all of the ‘Big Four’ railway
companies, as theoretically established by

OneScottishRegion4MT2-6-4Twaspurchaseddirect fromBR forpreservation,
having servedasa stationaryboiler. 14 found theirway toBarry scrapyard, 11of
thembeing formerLT&Sengineswhichhadendedupon theCambrian.Being
ideal locomotives forheritage lines, all 14havebeenpurchased forpreservation
and inall, 11havenowbeen returned to steam,withno less than fourhaving seen
main linepassenger service inpreservation.No. 80079 is seenatBridgnorthon
theSevernValleyRailwayonSeptember5, 1985.

OneStandard5MT4-6-0waspurchaseddirect fromBRonwithdrawal in1968and
fourwent toBarry scrapyard, includingoneCaprotti version.All havebeensaved
and fourhave steamed inpreservation,with the fifthexpected to return to steam
imminently.No. 73050 ingreen liveryandnamedCityofPeterborough is seenat
Wansfordon theNeneValleyRailway in1980.

Six4MT4-6-0shavebeenpreserved; twopurchaseddirect fromBRon
withdrawal, the remainder fromBarry scrapyard.All butonehavenowreturned
to steamand twohavehauledmain linepassenger trains inpreservation,
includingNo. 75069, seenatBridgnorthon theSevernValleyRailwayonMarch2,
1986.

The25BRWD2-10-0swereall scrappedbutone remained inArmyserviceuntil 1967
andhasbeenpreserved. Twomorewere repatriated fromGreeceandall threehave
seen regular service since.WDNo.951wasexternally restoredas LongmoorMilitary
RailwayNo. 601Sturdeeon theMid-HantsRailway in1988.
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the interchange trials, with the work shared
between the existing former company drawing
offices, but inevitably, LMS practices did tend
to predominate.
In fact Ivatt had planned a standard range

of six steam classes for the LMS just before
Nationalisation. Like Riddles’ earlier austerity
designs, his BR Standards were also designed
for simplicity, ease of maintenance, and the
ability to burn poor quality coal, with the
emphasis almost exclusively on two cylinder
designs. Although there was much LMS
influence in the Standards it was very much an
Ivatt LMS influence and in this respect, was
as much big USmass-production as prewar
Stanier style and elegance.
Although the BR Standards were generally a

success, there has been criticism of the policy
pursued by Riddles. There were perfectly
good engines still being produced by BR to
Big Four designs andmany of the Standard
engines were not really necessary. BR was also
slow to implement modern traction, especially
DMUs, and to extend the LNER’s main line
electrification programme.
A lot has been written about the Standard

designs, some writers even going as far as
calling Riddles’ locomotive policy complete
madness. The problem was that although
the British Transport Commission wished to
pursue the modern traction options, Riddles
did not see eye-to-eye with his employers and
the BTC had a lot of other problems to deal
with in the newly-nationalised industry.
Riddles was an exceptional manager of people

who got to know as many of the middle and
junior staff as possible and had the ability to get
people to work together. He was handsome and
charming; he knew his job and he would put
his arguments forward quite forcefully. Perhaps
inevitably he did not get on with everyone
and was somewhat intolerant of members of
the Railway Executive and the BTC who he
considered knew less than he did yet challenged
some of his decisions. Riddles tended to
disagree with Oliver Bulleid, whose ideas on
locomotive design were rather different to his.
Riddles failed to pursue the pioneer diesel-

electric work of Fairburn, Ivatt and Bulleid
and the executive abandoned the LNER’s
plan to introduce 25 1600hp diesels for trials
on the ECML. Riddles managed to prove to
the executive that diesels were too expensive
relative to new steam engines. In all, 2537
new steam locomotives were built after
Nationalisation, and only 999 of these were
Riddles’ Standards.
Riddles possibly carried his enthusiasm for

steammuch too far. The executive formulated
plans for lightweight DMUs for branch lines
and local services, but Riddles’ preference was
to use push-pull steam trains, and fortunately
for himmost members of the executive were so
involved in their own jobs that he could simply
say: “I’m going to do this,” and did it. He is
quoted as saying: “I think we were left a lot to
our own devices.”
Riddles was a steam enthusiast, and no one

gets into the position of CME – particularly
of a newly-formed national railway company;
almost certainly the last in a line of railway
engineers from Stephenson throughWebb,
Churchward, Gresley and Stanier – without
having an ego, and a desire to design and build
memorable steam engines. Maybe the executive
should have stopped him but its members were
clearly struggling with establishing a workable
management structure in the brave new world
of a Nationalised system, and Riddles seized his
opportunity. Who could really blame him?

Riddles did however have charge of electric
traction, with an electrical engineer under him.
At the end of his railway career, it was Riddles’
suggestion that initiated the trials of 50-cycle
traction on theMorecambe - Heysham line,
prompted by his belief that this was the real way
forward rather than existing dc systems and
diesel traction, and this was a fitting finale to
his early studies in electrification at Crewe.

Britannia Pacific
The first BR Standard design to emerge was
a Class 7 two-cylindered Pacific, designed at
Derby in 1951. No such thing had ever been
seen in Britain before and there was little
need for them except on the Great Eastern
lines. A few went to theWR to supplement the
Castles but the region generally hated them.
Two for internal BR political reasons went to
the Southern Region and worked the ‘Golden
Arrow’ to Dover. The LMR had a few spread
around the region, and a handful went to
Scotland. If steam had lasted another 40 years,
hundreds may have been produced andmaybe
they would have ultimately displaced Castles,
Bulleid light Pacifics, Royal Scots and LNER
V2s, reducing operating andmaintenance
costs, but it was never going to happen.
The choice of the name Britannia for the first

of the new Pacifics reflected Riddles’ affection
for the LNWRwhere he had started his railway
career. It did mean renaming the LMS Jubilee
which already carried the name though.
They had 6ft 2in driving wheels, following

Bulleid’s Pacifics and Peppercorn’s LNER A2s,
which had proved that this was no obstacle to
high speed performance.
The Britannias revolutionised the GEmain

line, but only for 10 years, and once away from
East Anglia, they moved around various sheds
gradually becoming concentrated on the LMR,
where they became the last working British
Pacifics, but they had ridiculously short lives on
the front line services they were designed for.

5MT4-6-0
The 5MT 4-6-0, designed at Doncaster in
1951, was very obviously a Stanier ‘Black
Five’ but with 6ft 2in, rather than 6ft driving
wheels. They were spread right across the
regions, although the ER did not want any as it
continued to churn out Thompson’s B1 4-6-0s.
The design work was carried out at Doncaster

but the bulk of the construction was done at
Derby. The locomotive featured a BR standard
boiler very similar in dimensions to the ones
on the ‘Black Fives’, but made frommanganese
steel instead of nickel steel. The most obvious
visible sign that ease of maintenance was a
priority, was the high running plate, well clear
of the driving wheels, a feature of all but the
smallest of the Standard range.
The first of the class, 73000, was outshopped

fromDerby in April 1951 and 30 were in service
by January 1952.
There was then a gap in construction before

Derby resumed building its remaining 100
engines. 42 were built at Doncaster, starting in
August 1955 and finishing inMay 1957, with
Derby's last engine following a month later.
Thirty engines, Nos. 73125 to 73154, were built
with Caprotti valve gear and poppet valves.

4MT4-6-0
As well as the 5MT 4-6-0, Riddles designed
4MT classes; a 4-6-0 and a 2-6-4T. Design
work was done at Brighton but with help from
Swindon, Derby and Doncaster. Construction
of the 4-6-0 was at the BR Swindon works.
These engines were the size of the GWRManor
4-6-0s but designed to have much greater
route availability than either the Manor or the
Standard 5MT.
Eighty of these engines were built; many for

theWR, but some went to the LMR, and the
later batches to the SR, with bigger tenders
because of the lack of water troughs.
Some were given double chimneys which

improved performance and economy but was

TheRiddlesAusterity 0-6-0STsprovedpopularwith theNational CoalBoardaswell as theLNERafter thewar.
Manyhaveendedup inpreservation. This ex-NCBonecarries theBRnumber68030, seendeparting from
Sheringhamon theNorthNorfolkRailway.
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Noneof the4MT2-6-0swerepurchased fromBR forpreservationbut three
of the locomotiveswhich surviveduntil late1967 in theNorth-West found

theirway toBarry scrapyardalongwithoneexample fromtheSouthernand
all havenowbeenpurchased. Threehavebeen steamed, twoofwhichhave
beenmain line certified.No. 76084 is seenat Lincolnen route fromYork to

SheringhamonMarch23. JOHN STORER

ClanPacificsNos. 72000-4werewithdrawn fromPolmadieasearly as1962but
No. 72008 soldieredonatKingmooruntilMay1966whenthe classwas rendered
extinct.Nonewaspreservedbut there is aproject tobuildNo. 72010which if built
byBR for theSouthernRegionasplanned,wouldhavebeennamedHengist.
No.72006ClanMackenzie is seenatCreweon June301954.
COLOURRAIL.COM312693G PARRY COLLECTION

The last two3MT2-6-2Ts in servicehadbeenNos. 82019and82029atNineElms
which lasted to theendofSR steam in July1967butwere scrapped.Anew-build
project to createNo. 82045 ismakinggoodprogress atBridgnorthon theSevern
ValleyRailway.No. 82001 is seenatBaileyGateonMarch311962.
COLOURRAIL.COM314636 R PATTERSON

never extended to the whole class. The 4-6-0s
and 2-6-4Ts used the same running gear and
substantially the same firebox, smokebox and
boiler, although the boiler barrel was increased
in length by 9 inches on the tender engines.
The leading bogie was identical to the Standard
5MT 4-6-0, but the driving wheels were 5ft 8in
as opposed to 6ft 2in.

4MT2-6-4T
Designed at Brighton, these were a tank version
of the 4MT 4-6-0. 155 were built between
1951 and 1956, mostly in Brighton with small
batches in Derby and Doncaster.
They were shared between the SR, LMR

and Scottish Region, with a few on the North
Eastern Region. TheWR did not need them as it
had ample 2-6-2Ts.
After Nationalisation, the SR had built some

LMS Fairburn 2-6-4Ts for its own use, replacing
much older tank engines but once the Standard
2-6-4Ts came on stream these replaced the
LMS-designed ones on the SR.
They became particularly associated with the

London, Tilbury & Southend line, until it was
electrified in 1962, and with Glasgow's
suburban services.

The Standard Class 4MT tanks were more
handsome in appearance than their LMS
predecessors, and were well liked by their
crews for their comfortable cabs, free running,
good steaming and economical operation.
They performed their duties well but were very
quickly replaced bymoremodern traction on
the kind of duties they were designed for. In fact
an order for further engines was cancelled as it
was becoming clear they would not be needed.

ClanPacific
Designed at Derby in 1952, only 10 of these
Class 6 two-cylindered Pacifics were built, at
Crewe, and are considered to have been the least
successful Standard design.
It was based on the Britannia, but with a

smaller boiler and various weight-saving
measures to increase its route availability in
its intended area of operations, the west of
Scotland, being allocated to Carlisle Kingmoor
and Glasgow Polmadie.
While crews operating them regularly on

jobs they were designed for, found them good
steamers, they were less successful when tried
elsewhere but should simply not have been
expected to be the equal of a Britannia.

The choice of the Pacific wheel arrangement
was dictated by the requirement for a wide
firebox, which could produce steam from
poorer coal.
The first batch of 10 was built in toomuch

of a hurry but it was a shortage of steel which
halted further production of these and another
91 Britannias. The planned second batch of 15;
the first five intended for the SR, would have
incorporated some improvements.

3MT2-6-2T
Ivatt had initiated a standardisation programme
for the LMSwhich envisaged six types but
Riddles planned another three and his 3MTs
were one of the additional types. They were
designed at Swindon in 1952, andmany were
allocated to theWR, where they supplemented
Collett’s prairie tanks, but the need for them
was always questionable and only 45 were built.
It was a bit of a hybrid design, with a GWR

large prairie boiler fitted to the chassis of an
LMS Ivatt 4MT 2-6-0.
As well as theWR, some went to the SR, NER

and LMR but it was a class that quickly suffered
from the dieselisation of the duties they were
designed for.
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Fourof the2MT2-6-0swere sent toWoodhamsatBarry for scrapandall fourhavebeenpurchased forpreservationwith threeof themhavingbeensteamed. The
fourthhowever,No. 78059, is being restoredasa2-6-2T, numbered84030,by theBluebell Railway.No. 78019departs fromLoughboroughon theGreatCentral
Railwaywith coal empties.

4MT2-6-0
This class was designed at Doncaster which
was also responsible for building 25 of the
115-strong class. The remaining 90 were
split between Horwich and Derby. They
were allocated to every BR region except the
Western.
The last in the series, No.76114, was also the

final steam engine to be constructed at the
‘Plant’ (as Doncaster works was known). The
design was basically an updated version of
the LMS Ivatt 4MTmogul, and was primarily
intended for freight duties.
Although a Standard design, the 4MT 2-6-0

did not have the same design of wheels as the
Swindon-built 3MT 2-6-0 and 2-6-2T which
also had 5ft 3in driving wheels, although
all three locomotive classes share the same
cylinder casting.
Most of the LondonMidland Region’s batch

of 15 spent their working lives in Lancashire but
a few were allocated to the Nottingham area.
At first the NER scattered its allocation of 13

to various areas but eventually they were all
concentrated on the Stainmore route where
their light axle loading was necessary.
Thirty-five of the class were allocated to the

Scottish Region, used on theWaverley Route
between Carlisle and Hawick and the ‘Port
Road’ fromDumfries to Stranraer. Others were
allocated to Ayrshire and around Glasgow, and
to Aberdeen and Thornton Junction. It was
never ideal operating practice to spread a class
out so thinly across such a wide area.
The Southern originally had 37 of the new

moguls, far more sensibly concentrated around
Eastleigh, Southampton and Bournemouth.

The SR engines included 17 which were
equipped with the larger BR1B tenders which
had a higher axle load than the locomotives.

2MT2-6-0
Designed at Derby in 1953, the smallest of the
tender engines were a very slightly modified
version of Ivatt’s LMS 2MTmogul, with their
external design tidied up, giving better route
availability.
Darlington built all 65 engines and for a

time construction of the LMS and BR designs
overlapped. The last No. 78064 was completed
in 1956 but the class remained intact for just
seven years. They may not appear to have been
necessary, but BR did inherit some quite ancient
0-6-0s and tank engines and the 2MTs were a
big improvement on these.
Among crews the 2MT 2-6-0 gained a

reputation for being very sure-footed. Some
maintained that the engines did not steam well
and had draughty and dirty footplates. In some
areas, the Standard 2MTs were preferred for
passenger workings while the near-identical
LMS ones shunted and worked goods trains.

2MT2-6-2T
Also designed at Derby in 1953, these were
almost identical to Ivatt’s LMS 2MT 2-6-2Ts.
Riddles favoured the use of steam push-
pull sets rather than DMUs, but was quite
quickly overruled in this respect once BR’s
Modernisation Plan was published in 1955
and with DMUs seeing rapid and widespread
introduction, only 30 of the Standard 2MT
2-6-2Ts were built. Some did continue working
push-pull trains right up to 1966 though.

3MT2-6-0
Like the 3MT 2-6-2T, the tender version was
also designed at Swindon, in 1954 and was
another type which had not been identified by
Ivatt in his pre-Nationalisation standardisation
plan for the LMS, and the actual requirement
for them was questionable.
Only 20 were built, Nos 77000–77019, all at

Swindon and they were allocated to the North
Eastern and Scottish regions.
The building of such a small class makes a

nonsense of the concept of standardisation but
perhaps manymore would have been built if
they had not appeared literally the year before
BR decided on large-scale dieselisation.
Nevertheless the class was at least notable

for being the last class of steam locomotive
on BR to remain complete before withdrawals
began.

8PPacific
An element of mystery has always surrounded
the building of just one BR Standard 8P Pacific,
No. 71000Duke of Gloucester.
Riddles wanted to build a series of new 8P

Pacifics but the BR Board refused to authorise
it. However, it has been suggested that the
LMR was short of an 8P after No. 46202 was
destroyed in the Harrow &Wealdstone crash
of 1952, and Riddles managed to
obtain permission to build a prototype
which would effectively replace the missing
engine in the fleet.
Although designed at Derby in 1953 and

built at Crewe the following year, the extent
of Riddles’ involvement in it has been
questioned.
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John Frederick (Freddie) Harrison was born
in Settle, and educated at MalvernWells and
Wellington College.
He joined the GNR at Doncaster in 1921

and in 1923 became a pupil of Nigel Gresley.
After various jobs on the GC section in the
NorthWest, in 1937 he became assistant to the
works manager at Doncaster under Edward
Thompson, but quickly moved back to Gorton
as locomotive works manager in 1938. While
Harrison was at Gorton, Gresley showed an
interest in Caprotti valve gear. Thompson
promoted Harrison to be mechanical
engineer of the GC section and in 1945 he was
transferred to Cowlairs as mechanical engineer
(Scotland). Peppercorn made him assistant
CME of the LNER in 1947.
On Nationalisation he became mechanical

and electrical engineer, Doncaster, for the
Eastern and North Eastern regions and in July
1951 he was moved to a similar position at
Derby, succeeding H G Ivatt, but Harrison was
not in favour of the disproportionate influence
of LMS people on early BR locomotive policy.
It was Harrison who was responsible for much
of the design work on Duke of Gloucester,
giving it Caprotti valve gear. Despite having
a Britannia boiler and all the normal BR
Standard features, No. 71000 clearly showed
much Gresley LNER influence, being a three-
cylinder Pacific.
Riddles’ intention had been that it would be a

big Britannia, with two cylinders, but this had
proved impractical as the two cylinders would
have had to be too big. The three cylinder
design was therefore forced on Riddles, who
was reluctant to accept it in view of known
problems with three cylinder Pacifics on the
LNER. However, it was the use of Caprotti
valve gear that was the factor that allowed the
project to go ahead. Design of the draughting
arrangements was subcontracted to Swindon,
but despite advice to use a Kylchap exhaust
system to deal with the sharp exhaust of
Caprotti valve gear, Swindon fitted a standard
double chimney, before Riddles could stop
them, and it proved to be one of the design’s
Achilles heels.
Never a popular engine, it nevertheless came

out of trials for thermal efficiency extremely
well, but it was never honed to perfection by
BR and in preservation, some other quite major
design and construction faults were discovered
and it is only recently that correction of
these has allowed the engine to realise its full
potential.

9F 2-10-0
The last in the series of BR Standard classes,
the 9F was intended for use on fast, heavy long-
distance freight workings. Although the design
was shared between Brighton and Doncaster in
1953, the 251 2-10-0s were built at Crewe and
Swindon, and allocated to the ER, NER and
LMR at first with the last batches going to the
WR. Externally similar to a Britannia Pacific,
the actual design was very different, with few
parts common to both classes; in fact the 9F
has surprisingly little in common with any of
the other Standard classes.
It was the ER’s motive power officer,

L P Parker, who made the case for a new
design of powerful freight locomotive, able to
shift heavy loads at fast speeds in round trips
between distant destinations within the eight-
hour shift of the footplate crew. Riddles took
up the challenge, initially designing a 2-8-2,
but settled upon the 2-10-0 wheel arrangement
for the increased traction and lower axle load
that five coupled axles can provide.
The centre driving wheels had no flanges,

and those on the second and fourth coupled
wheels were reduced in depth, to enable the
locomotives to round curves more easily.
The 9F 2-10-0s were particularly successful.

Although capable of the slow heavy freight
haulage to be expected of Britain’s most
powerful steam engine, they were also capable
of 90mph running.
Ten of the 9Fs built in 1955, Nos. 92020-

92029, carried Franco-Crosti boilers. These
incorporated a combustion gas feed water
preheater that recuperated low-grade residual
heat. In the 9F version, this took the form of a
single cylindrical water drum running along
the underside of the main boiler barrel. The
standard chimney on top of the smokebox was
only used during lighting up.
In normal working, the gases went through

firetubes inside the preheater drum that led to
a second smokebox situated beneath the boiler
from which there was a second chimney on
the right-hand side, just in front of the firebox.
Although widely used in Italy, the system was
not found to be particularly benefial and did
not justify the additional cost.
With a chimney right in front of the cab,

footplate conditions were unpleasant and the
second boilers and chimneys were quickly
removed. The 10 locomotives remained very
different in appearance to the rest of the class
though, with no smoke deflectors and they
lasted in service almost to the end of steam.

The last of the 999 BR Standards to be built
was a 9F; No. 92220 turned out from Swindon
in May 1960, named Evening Star and painted
in express lined green livery; something
Riddles would have disapproved of.
Withdrawals started early as dieselisation

took hold in many areas and there was little
alternative use for the 9Fs. Nevertheless many
lasted into 1968 and a few made it almost to
the end of steam in August that year.

The end of steam
Mention must be made of Ronald Jarvis,
credited with rebuilding Bulleid’s already good
Pacifics into something outstanding in the
1950s. Jarvis was the eldest son of the founder
of the civil engineering company Jarvis.
He was born on November 5, 1911 in

Harpenden and apprenticed at Derby works
under H G Ivatt at the same time as HAV
Bulleid, the son of Oliver Bulleid. He was
involved in the introduction of the LMS
three-car diesel units. During the Second
World War, he was sent to Turkey to oversee
the assembly of the Stanier 8Fs, and then
accompanied Stanier to India.
After the war he worked briefly under

Ivatt who was by then CME of the LMS,
but on Nationalisation became chief
technical assistant at Derby, in which post he
represented the LMR on the committee which
investigated the results of the 1948 Locomotive
Exchanges. He moved to Brighton works on
the Southern Region where he took over from
Oliver Bulleid, and was involved in the design
of the Standard 4MT 4-6-0s and 2-6-4Ts.
He also contributed to the design of the 9F,
including the Franco-Crosti boilered version.
Jarvis redesigned Bulleid’s Pacifics,

maintaining their free-steaming capabilities
but improving their reliability and drastically
reducing maintenance costs. The air-smoothed

One9F2-10-0waspurchased fromBRfor
preservationandsevenwent toBarry scrapyard.
Oneof thesewasscrappedbut theothershave
beensaved,althoughsomehavestill had little
restorationworkcarriedout. The last9F tobe
built,No.92220EveningStar,waspreservedas
partof theNationalCollectionandworkedonthe
main line from1974to1988. It is seenatYorkwith
a ‘ScarboroughSpaExpress’ onAugust14 ,1983.

Some2MT2-6-2Ts continuedworkingpush-pull branch line trainsuntil as lateas1966butnonewas
preserved.No. 84030 isbeing converted froma2-6-0by theBluebell Railway. No. 84025 is seennearHenfield
onSeptember27, 1961. COLOURRAIL COM381722
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casing, steam reverser and chain-driven valve
gear were removed and the engines were given
an external appearance closely based on the BR
Standard range.
Despite his lifelong interest in steam

locomotives, he took an interest in newer
forms of traction including the electric and
electro-diesel locomotives on the Southern
Region. Jarvis returned to Derby to oversee the
development of the Class 43 High Speed Train
power cars.
Robert Riddles retired in 1953 on the

abolition of the Railway Executive, and became
a director of Stothert & Pitt, cranemakers of
Bath. Roland Bond became chief mechanical
engineer, BR Central Staff. J F Harrison took
over from Bond in 1958, but never had the
opportunity to design new steam locomotives
in this position and effectively took charge of

the phasing out of BR steam. He retired on
September 14, 1966.
Not long after Riddles’ retirement, British

Railways finally decided to proceed with the
rapid conversion to diesel traction, as laid out
in the Modernisation Plan of 1955. Many of
the planned orders for BR Standard steam
engines were cancelled, with only 999 being
built. Most were scrapped with years of useful
life left in them.
Riddles could easily have been the last CME

on the LMS but Ivatt won that contest. Riddles
basically developed Ivatt’s designs in many
cases but in a rather more stylish way. They
may not have been to everyone’s taste, but
Britain’s last steam designs, the BR Standard
range consisted of some of the most handsome
and modern-looking engines to have run in
this country. He had started with Austerity

designs during the war; designs which stood
the test of time far better than they had been
intended to. His two-cylindered Pacific was a
radical departure from anything which had
run before and never got much chance to prove
itself. The one-off three-cylinder Caprotti
Pacific was potentially good, if not the best
Pacific ever to run in Britain but was never
honed to its maximum potential by BR.
Riddles died on June 18, 1983, aged 92.

He had designed the last main line steam
locomotive to be built for British Railways
and the engine which hauled BR’s last steam-
hauled passenger train. Maybe BR should
never have let him design and build his 999
engines but they were generally very successful
in the new postwar railway operating
circumstances and worthy of their position as
Britain’s last major series of steam engines.

Of thesmall classof3MT2-6-0s, surprisingly,No.77014ended itsdaysontheSouthernRegion,
beingtransferred fromNorthwichontheLMRtoGuildford inMarch1966. It sawout theend
of steamontheSRbeingwithdrawn in July1967,butall of theclasswasscrapped.No.77014 is
seenatBournemouthonJuly9,1967.COLOURRAIL.COM312763G PARRY COLLECTION

Originallynominatedaspartof theNationalCollection, thesolitary
Standard8PPacificNo.71000DukeofGloucestereventuallyhad its
outsidecylinders removedandonewassectionedanddisplayed
in theScienceMuseumwith itsCaprotti valvegear. The remainsof
theengineweresent toBarry scrapyardandpurchased in1974 for
preservation.Afteranextensive rebuild it returnedtoservice in1986
andwith improvements,particularly to itsdraughting,hasbecome
afarmoresuccessful engineonthemain line inpreservation thanon
BR. It is seenatWansfordontheNeneValleyRailway.
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LNERA3PacificNo. 60103FlyingScotsman
steamsaway fromTollertononApril 23,
alongsideanewVirginAzumaunit, an IC225
set andaHigh-SpeedTrain (full storypage6).
CHRIS GEE
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MAIN LINE NEWS

All set and ready togo:TornadoatDoncaster at around10.30pmonApril 11, havingbackedon to its
nine-coach train,whichhadClass 67dieselNo. 67008at the rear for theoutward legonly.ROBIN JONES

ByRobinJones

I felt deeplyhonoured tohavebeen invited to join
a small groupofguests aboard the train thatwas to
prove to theworldwhetherA1PeppercornPacific
No. 60163Tornado is capableat regular runningat
90mph.And itwaswithgreat trepidation that I drove
toDoncaster stationon the lateeveningofApril 11 to
jumpaboard.
Over theyears I havewrittenabout the legendary

steamrecordexploits ofCityofTruro,FlyingScotsman
andMallard somany times that I can recite the stories
in finedetail. Andyet, herewas I about to savour sucha
moment first hand.
Of course, I hadnodoubt thatTornado coulddo

90mph, for it did so– twice–on itsmain line tests
back in2008. Speakingat apublic sessiononSaturday,
October26, 2013, the first dayof theNational Railway
Museum’sMallard75AutumnGreatGatheringof
all six survivingA4Pacifics, formerdriverDaveCourt
publicly admitted thathe tookNo. 60163 to90mph
twiceon its third test run, over theEastCoastMainLine
betweenNewcastle andYorkonNovember18, 2008,
without itsowner,TheA1SteamLocomotiveTrust’s
prior knowledge.Neitherhadpriordispensationbeen
obtainedbyDBSchenker, thebody solely responsible
for the test runs, for theA1 to runabove themaximum
permitted speedof75mph.
“Thedesign speed is 90mphand I took it up to

90mphwith14coacheson,”DaveCourt toldan
audienceof around150at themuseum,“I got
suspendedon the last run for speeding.”
In issue221,we reportednotonly the trust’splans

for a90mph test run forTornado this spring,but also its
intention for a state-of-the-art charter train to regularly
runbehind it, comprising locomotivehauledMk.3
carriages currently inuse inEastAnglia thatwill be
extensively refurbishedandoverhauled.
Thecover-of-darkness test runwascarriedoutwith

ablanketbanonpriorpublicity, for fearofdrawing
lineside trespassers, a factorwhich severelydogged
FlyingScotsman’s comeback last year.Theoutward

journeywasmadewithDBCargoClass67diesel
No. 67008on theback.
The journey toTyneYard featured somebrisk

runningwell into the80sat times, although the train
wasbrought toa shuddering stopatThirskwhenan
emergencybrake testwas carriedout.AtTursdale
JunctionbetweenDarlingtonandDurham,91mphwas
touched, and thatwasevenwith theweightof the67
added to thatof thecoaches.
Thedieselwas removedatNewcastleCentral, and

itwas clear thaton the return trip,Tornadowouldbe
going for thebigone. Partof the testprocedurewas for
theA1 toprovenotonly that it coulddo90mph,but
couldalsooperateat 10%above itsplannedmaximum
speed.Thatwasachieved in stylebetweenRaskelf and
Alne, southofThirsk.
It iswidelyheld thatGWR4-4-0No. 3440CityofTruro

was the first locomotive, at least in theUK, tobreak
the100mphbarrier,when timerCharlesRous-Marten
clocked it at 102.3mphwhiledescendingWellington
Bankwith the‘OceanMail Special’onMay9, 1904.
IwonderwhatRous-Martenwouldhavemadeof
thecarriages full of guests studying theirmobile
telephonesandGPSapps todetermine their speed.
Theaccuracyof suchdeviceshasoftenbeencalled

intoquestion, especiallywhencompared to locomotive
speedometer readings. For instance,whenA4No. 4464
Bitternwasgiven special dispensation to runat90mph
witha seriesof special trains run in conjunctionwith
theMallard75celebrations in2013, onDecember5
that year it hauled the‘TyneTeesStreak’atwhat some
sources claimedwas94.5mph.Afterwards the train
operatorgaveanofficial speedof93mph,butHeritage
Railway reader JohnTurner,whowas in the front
passenger coachwithhisGPSdevice, recorded95mph.
Lingering in thebackofmymindaswepassed

Raskelfwere the storiesof the train crewonMallard’s
126mph rundownStokeBankon July3, 1938, being
offereda taxi alternative if theydidnotwish to risk
life and limb, and thedamage to theA4’sbigend.
However, as themagical figure101 flasheduponmy
GPSdevice, the ridewasa smoothasanyyoucould

Watching history being
made – from the inside!
TABLE ONE: DONCASTER  TYNE YARD
Date April 11, 2017
Train 22.14 Doncaster – Tyne Yard 5Z90
Locomotive A1 4-6-2 No. 60163 Tornado
Load coaches/tons 9 / 309 / 405
tare/tons gross incl. Class 67 diesel No. 67008 coupled rear

(not powering)
Timed from 3rd coach to York, 2nd beyond
Traincrew Driver: Steve Hanczar
Fireman Tony Jones
Traction Inspector Jim Smith
Diesel driver JoeWray
Weather conditions Moderate NWwind
Departure 26 mins late

miles Timing Point Sched Actual Speed
mins. m. s mph

0.00 DONCASTER 0 0. 00 -
0.85 Moat Hills LC 3. 10 34
2.05 Arksey LC 4. 46 52½
3.15 Daw Lane LC 5. 58 60
4.25 Shaftholme Junction 4 7. 04 66
5.50 Noblethorpe LC 8. 06 69½
7.05 Moss LC 9. 24 76
8.20 Fenwick LC 10. 20 76½
9.95 Balne LC 11. 43 77½
11.25 Heck 12. 43 78
11.60 M62 bridge 12. 59 79
13.15 Temple Hirst Jcn 12 14. 09 80½ / 82
18.20 Hambleton South Jcn 17. 54 79 / 81
19.00 Hambleton North Jcn 17 18. 30 79½ / 78½
24.40 Ryther Viaduct - 80 / 79
27.05 Colton Junction 25 24. 36 *61½
28.80 Copmanthorpe 26. 14 65 / 68
30.55 ChalonersWhin Jcn 27. 50 *62
32.55 YORK 33 32. 09 -
5.55 Beningbrough 7. 41 69
7.00 Beningbrough LC 8. 55 71
9.60 Tollerton Jcn 11 11. 03 75½
11.20 Alne 12. 19 76½
13.35 Raskelf 14. 00 77
16.05 Pilmoor 16. 05 79
18.00 Sessay 17. 32 81½ / 84½
21.90 Green Lane Jcn 20. 42 ] *0

Emergency stop test 21. 36 ]
22.20 THIRSK (50 mph trs) 21 23. 15 *25
26.50 Otterington (#5) 28. 31 68½
29.95 NORTHALLERTON 32 31. 22 74

Bridge ECM5-57 (29m 74ch) -75 mph

37.20 Cowton 36. 51 81½ / 80½
38.95 Eryholme Jcn 38. 10 81½ /*76
41.00 Bridge ECM5-87 (40m 78ch) [Tees Viaduct] 39. 51 75 / 72½

Bridge ECM5-96 (43m 50ch) – 75 mph 75
44.10 DARLINGTON 47 42. 22 75
47.30 River Skerne Viaduct 44. 50 81 / 83
49.55 Aycliffe 46. 28 81½
52.00 Preston-le-Skerne 48. 14 86½ / 87½
56.20 Ferryhill South Jcn 56 51. 13 83 / 84½
59.00 Tursdale Jcn 53. 09 88½ / 91
60.20 Hett Mill LC 53. 57 88
61.95 Croxdale 55. 07 87

sigs *48
65.20 Relly Mill Viaduct

– South end 58. 15 *34½
66.15 DURHAM 67 60. 25 *16½
69.65 Bridge ECM5-210 (69m 54ch) – 75 mph 64. 30 ¶ 72

[Plawsworth Viaduct]

71.90 Chester-le-Street (#10) 66. 17 78
sigs *16½

75.35 Birtley Junction 84 71. 25 *23
- Tyne Yard reception point 75. 35 -

* Denotes speed restriction Arrival 10
# Recovery time (in minutes) mins early
LC = Level Crossing
¶ = Special 75 mph restriction for 60163
trs = temporary speed restriction
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The footplate crew for the101mphrunstandalongsideTornadoatYork, its next stop. Theywereowner’s
representativeGraemeBunker, traction inspector JimSmith, driver SteveHanczar and firemanDaveProctor.
ROBIN JONES

The speedometer inTornado’scab said it all –
100mph!A1SLT

wish foronany railway, anywhere–andwhenTornado
was later inspectedbackat thedepot, noproblems
whatsoeverwere found.
Rous-Martenkepthis recordsofTruro’s rununder

wraps formanyyears, andbecauseof thepublicmood
against speeding trains at the time, theGWRdidnot
acknowledge it formanyyears.Thatwas in sharp
contrast toFlyingScotsman’s runofNovember30,
1934, andMallard’sworld record triumph four years
later,when thecrewswere fetedasheroesbywaiting
pressmenas theLNERmaximisedevery last ounceof
publicitypotential.
Forme, in2017, Iwasable to jumpoff the train

straight intomycarbackatDoncaster stationand
drive to the first availablewi-fi hotspot, andbroadcast
the latest British triumph toanunsuspectingworld
beforedawn, viaourmarket leading facebook.com/
heritagerailwaypage,whichhasnearly a thirdof a
million followers across theglobe.Gresleymaywell
haveapproved!
ButwhatofTornadonow?Thepowers thatbemust

analyse thedata for the tripbeforegranting the trust a
licence tooperateat 90mph, and therenodoubtwill
beaqueue for tickets for the first advertised trains at
that speed.
Other stretchesof theEast coast route, aswell as

theWestCoastMainLineandGreatWesternMain
Linearebeingmooted for trips includingpotential
90mph running.
Tornado, its namenowwritten indelibly into the

recordbooks,will bebreakingmorenewground
for theclasswhen itbecomes the first of its class to
visit Cornwall,with the trust’s‘TheCornishman’from
Paddington toPenzanceonMay29, and itwill also
be thebiggest-ever steam locomotive to runon the
steeply-gradedBodmin&WenfordRailway,where
tickets for its June1-4 serviceshavebeensellingbriskly.
Wherever it goes,Tornadowill be festoonedas the
‘100mphengine’.
Trust operationdirectorGraemeBunker said

“Crossing theTamar is the lastpiece in the jigsaw for
Tornadoand its adventureson thenational network.
Wearedelighted tobecoming to theheritage lineat
Bodmin,wherewecan showoffourwonderful engine
to theWestCountrypublic.”
ButwasTornado following inCityofTruro’s footsteps,

orhadaBritishenginehit the tonbefore?
Fiveyears earlier, a seriesofhigh speed test runswere

undertakenon theLancashire&YorkshireRailway’s
Liverpool Exchange-Southport lineusing locomotives
fromJohnAspinall’s newly-introduced‘HighFlyer’4-4-2
class. Itwas reported thaton July15, 1899one such
train, formedbyNo. 1392and five coaches, attained
100mph.The railwayalsodidnotpublishdetails or
timingsof this trip,whichwas recordedonly through
passing timesunofficially notedby local enthusiasts.
The lateDavid Jenkinson, the formerheadof

educationand researchat theNational Railway
Museum, said:“Itmaywell havebeenpossible for an
enginewithdrivingwheels that size toachievea feat
like thaton thatparticular route.Youcanprobably
place somecredenceon it.”

Inhonourof the late formerNationalRailway
MuseumheadofoperationsRayTowell,whodied
nearly ayearbeforeonApril 21, 2016,Mervyn
Allcock, generalmanagerofBarrowHill EngineShed
Society, aguest aboard the90mphtest run, attached
a ‘Matey’ headboard, recallingRay’s nickname,
atNewcastleCentral earlyonApril 12before the
100mphwasattempted.ROBIN JONES

TABLE TWO: NEWCASTLE  YORK
Date April 12, 2017
Train 02.50 Newcastle – Doncaster
Locomotive A1 4-6-2 No. 60163 Tornado
Load: coaches/tons 9 / 309 / 315
tare/tons gross
Timed from 2nd coach
Traincrew Driver: Steve Hanczar
Fireman Dave Proctor
Traction Inspector Jim Smith
Weather conditions ModerateWNWwind
Departure 7½mins early

miles Timing Point Sched Actual Speed
mins. m. s mph

0.00 NEWCASTLE 0 0. 00 -
1.65 King Edward

Bridge South Jcn 3 3. 02 *20
2.70 Low Fell Jcn 5. 39 64½
4.85 Birtley Jcn 8 7. 37 70
8.30 Chester-le-Street (*2) 10. 29 76
10.55 Plawsworth

(75 mph restriction as outward) 12. 17 68½ / 67
14.05 DURHAM 18 15. 15 73½ / 70
- Relly Mill summit 66

(Top of 1-in-100) -
15.70 Langley Moor Viaduct 16. 43 72 / 86

– North end
18.25 Croxdale 18. 34 83½
20.00 Hett Mill LC 19. 50 81 / 84
21.20 Tursdale Jcn 24 20. 42 81½
24.00 Ferryhill South Jcn 26 22. 42 89
25.95 Bradbury 23. 59 94 / 97
29.05 A1(M) bridge 25. 58 *90
30.65 Aycliffe - *84
32.90 River Skerne Viaduct 28. 44 76½

sigs *65
36.10 DARLINGTON 35 31. 54 *32
37.30 Croft Jcn 33. 32 55
39.20 Tees Viaduct 35. 26 ¶ 72

(75 mph restriction as outward)

41.25 Eryholme Jcn 37. 07 75
43.00 Cowton 38. 31 76
46.45 DanbyWiske 41. 06 83½ / 82
50.25 NORTHALLERTON

(75 mph restriction as outward) 47 44. 01 74 / 75
53.70 Otterington 46. 46 76

(50 mph trs) pws *48½
58.00 THIRSK 52½ 50. 37 52½
- Bridge ECM5–36 (18m 76ch)- 75 mph - 75
62.20 Sessay 54. 18 82
64.15 Pilmoor 55. 40 88
66.85 Raskelf 57. 24 98½ / 100
69.00 Alne 58. 41 100
70.60 Tollerton Jcn 61½ 59. 39 99
73.20 Beningbrough LC 61. 15 95½

sigs
74.65 Beningbrough (#1) 62. 19 *68

sigs & SLW
76.90 Skelton Bridge Jcn 65. 40 *24
78.55 Skelton Jcn 68½ 69. 14 31
79.57 Opposite 73. 42 ] sig stop

Siemens depot 75. 12 ] *0
80.20 YORK 71 78. 32 -
* Denotes speed restriction Arrival on time
# Recovery time (in minutes)
LC = Level Crossing
¶ = Special 75 mph restriction for 60163
trs = temporary speed restriction
SLW= single line working

056 Main Line News_228.indd 57 26/04/2017 09:52:18



58 Heritagerailway.co.uk Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway

MAIN LINE NEWS

SEECLASSICTRACTIONON
THENATIONALNETWORK
ByFredKerr

THISmonth’s interest iscentredon
DirectRailServices,whoserecent
receiptofnew-buildClass68and88
tractionhas ledtoareassessmentof its
heritageClass20and37fleetandthe
disposalof someclassmembers.
While itsClass 20 fleet isbeing

reduced there is still aneed for
classmembers to service theRail
HeadTreatmentTrains contract
during theautumnseason, hence
thecannibalisationofNos. 20304
and20308 thathas recentlybeen
initiatedatBarrowHill and the
continuedoperationof11Class 37/4
locomotives, including thecurrent
restorationofNo. 37407.
At thebeginningofApril these

operationsweresplitbetween
CumbrianCoast (three locomotives)
andEastAnglia (three),while
theremainingfivewereunder
maintenanceatCarlisle;Creweand
Loram(Derby).The futureoperation
ofClass37/4 tractionhasbeenat
theexpenseof theClass37/6 fleet,
displacedfromNetworkRail services
bytheColasRailClass37 fleet,with
No.37603beingthe latestvictim. It
wasmovedtoLoram’sDerbybaseon
April5 toprovideanenginetransplant
forNo.37407followingthediscovery
ofmajorproblemsduring its loadbank
testing.
AnotheroperatorofClass37traction

isColasRailfreight,whichoperates its
fleetonNetworkRail serviceswhere it

has replacedDRSasatractionsupplier,
althoughDRSclassmembersare
stilloccasionallyhired.Thiscompany
alsooperates threeClass47s,oneof
whichhasbeenon long-termhire to
GBRailfreight forCaledonianSleeper
duty toactasstandby locomotive
andsupplyETHasnecessaryon
Edinburgh-basedservices.The
improvingreliabilityof theClass73/9
fleet,however,mayseethishirebeing
endedalthoughnotimescalehas
beensuggested.AnotherClass47 is
oftenusedontheWashwoodHeath-
Bostonsteel servicewheretraction is
sharedbetweentheClass47andClass
56 fleetswhosenumbersareslowly
increasingas theyreturntotrafficafter
overhaulandrepairs.
RailOperationsGroup isyetanother

Class47operator followingthe
purchaseof theRivieraTrains fleet,
althoughthe fleet is temporarily
reducedfollowingtherecentbogie
exchangebetweenNos.47847and
47848thathasseenthe former
sidelined. Ithasalsogainedthe
servicesofClass37/6No.37601(on
hire fromEurophoenix)andClass47/8
No.47813 (recentlybought fromDRS)
aftercollectingboth fromCarlisleon
April11whenClass56No.56303was
sent fromLeicester tocollect themfor
delivery toROG’sLeicesterbase.
Thesaddestnewsof themonth,

however, concernsNetworkRail’s
ClassNo.31233, introducedtoBR
serviceasD5660 inOctober1960,
whichhasbeenwithdrawnfrom

service followingafinalweekofduty
haulingservicesaroundYorkshire.The
withdrawal leavesonlyClass31/4
No.31452, introducedtoBRservice
asD5809 inJuly1961,as thesoleclass
member tooperateonthemain line.
Theappearanceofboth locomotives

at theMid-NorfolkRailway’sdieselgala
over theweekendofApril28–May1,
whenNo.31233washauledtoand
fromtheevent,wasexpectedtobe
31233’s lastmovementonthenational
network.
Similarlyaffected isNR’sClass73/1

73138,which isalso reportedas
havingbeenwithdrawnfromfurther
mainlineservicedueto fundsbeing
unavailable for furthermaintenance.
Notingthe increasedreliability

ofClass73/9s, it isnoteworthythat
membersofClass90and92arealso
seeing increasinguse.Memberof the
Class90 fleetarenotonlyworking
Anglianpassengerservicesbetween
LondonandNorwichandWestCoast
MainLine freightservicesoperated
bybothDBCargoandFreightliner,
butalsoapairofDB locomotivesare
currentlyonhire toVirginTrainEast
Coast toworkKingsCross–Leeds
services, thus releasingClass91
locomotive formaintenance.
Classmembersarealsobeing

usedonFootexeswithNo.90018
beingnotedworking intop-and-tail
modewithNo.90040onApril16
whileworkingaEuston-Manchester
Piccadillycharter inassociationwitha
ChelseavManUtdfootballmatch.

Clan Line for ‘Torbay Express’
INA latechangeofmotivepowerplans,
ithasbeenannouncedthatBulleid
4-6-2No.35028ClanLinewill replace
WestCountry4-6-2No.34046Braunton
working thisyear’s‘TorbayExpress’trains
departingBristol forKingswear.
Asoriginallyplanned,100mph4-6-2

No.60163Tornadowill headthe first
threetrainsonJune18, July2andJuly23,
the first tworunning fromBristolTemple
MeadsviaBath,Trowbridgeand
Westbury, the third fromTempleMeads
callingatYatton,Weston-super-Mareand
Taunton.
ClanLineenters theframeonAugust20

withan‘Express’routedbywayofBath
andWestbury followedbyaBristol
departureviaWeston-super-Mareon
September3.
TheseasonendswithTornado taking

the‘Express’outofBristol callingatBath,
Trowbridge,WestburyandTauntonon
September10.
Aimedat thenon-touristdomestic

market, seat reservationsaregoingwell

reportsbookingagent,Pathfinder’sPeter
Watts,whoaddedthatacomparative
check takenaweekearlier indicated that
ticket saleswereaheadof last year’sby
mid-April.
Meanwhile, last issue’snotes stating

thatNo.35028wouldbeheadingUK
Railtours’‘AtlanticCoastExpress’on
May23havebeenoverruledbyNetwork
Railwhichhas raisedgauging issues
ontheUpplatformatThatchamonthe
Berks&Hants line.
NetworkRailhas said that the

conditionof theplatformhas
deterioratedto theextent that significant
remedialworkwill takeplaceduring
August.
In themeantimea‘prohibitnotice’

hasbeen issuedtoanumberof
steamlocomotivesandNetwork
Rail’sown‘yellow’engineering trains.
AsaconsequenceUKRailtourshas
redated the‘ACE’whichwillnowrunon
September23.
The latest railtour tobeaffectedwas

aSteamDreams’‘CathedralsExpress’
which,onThursday,April 20,departed
LondonVictoria forMineheadrunning
viaReadingandNewbury toNorton
Fitzwarrenwith4-6-0No.46100Royal
Scotat itshead.
Allwentwellon theDownjourney–

includingawateringstopatFrome, the
‘Express’regainingthemain lineatEast
Somerset Junction– forTauntonandthe
WestSomersetRailway.
The‘Scot’andaccompanyingClass

47dieselwere replacedbySomerset
&Dorset7F2-8-0No.53808atNorton
Fitzwarrenwhichworkedthetrainonto
Minehead.
Facedwith theofferofanalternative

route for the return journey toLondon,
thedecisionwas takentouse the47to
enable the‘Express’to retrace itsoutward
routevia theBerks&HantsLine, the4-6-0
returning lightengine toSouthall.
In theeventafter theReadingstop, the

trainwas routedback toWestBrompton
viaClaphamJunction.

TheQueen
Mother for
Kingswear
INCONTRAST to itsdouble-
headedpannier tank ramble
around theEastMidlandson
Saturday,May13,VintageTrains’
‘Devonian’will bediesel hauled
toPaigntonandKingswearon
Saturday, June3.
When the‘Devonian’departs

WarwickRoad, theClass47will,
unusually, be in sole charge for
the trip to theTorbay coastline.
Callingat SnowHill,

Stourbridge Junction,Worcester
ShrubHill andBristolTemple
Meads, passengers seeking
awhiff of steamwill get a
momentof satisfactionwhen
onarrival atGoodrington, a
DartmouthSteamRailway
locomotive, possibly 4MT4-6-0
No. 75014Braveheart, recently
returned to traffic, takes the
trainon toKingswear.
Passenger attractionsoffer an

air showatPaigntonor crossing
theRiverDartby ferry from
Kingswear toDartmouth.
OnSaturday, June17,VT

revisits theWestCountry coast,
this time toMineheadand the
West SomersetRailwaywith its
‘WhistlingGhostV’hauledby
guest engineLMS4-6-2
No.46233DuchessofSutherland.
As is usualpracticewith

visiting trains, theDuchesswill
comeoff atBishops Lydeard, the
‘Ghost’beingworked forwardby
West Somersetmotivepower.
Departing fromWarwick

Road, the train follows the same
routeas theprevious‘Devonian’,
stoppingat SnowHill,
Stourbridge Junction,Worcester
ShrubHill andBristolTemple
Meadsen route toTauntonand
West Somersetmetals.
Themonthclosesover the

weekendof Saturdayand
Sunday June24/25when
Tyseley stages its annual
summer two-dayopenevent.
In addition to its own

locomotives, includingClun
Castle, thepresenceof the
Duchesswill provide camera-
holdingvisitorswithplenty
ofopportunities to take
pictureswhile shuttle train
rides, turntable andshunting
demonstrationswill provide
alternative sideshows.
Refreshment facilities include

all-daybreakfasts served in
oneofTyseley’s Pullmandining
coaches.
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Union of South Africa
a suprise Swanage cop
ByCedric Johns

INWHATmayturnout tobeasurprise
‘cop’forSouthernenthusiasts, the
RailwayTouringCompanyhas
announcedA44-6-2No.60009Unionof
SouthAfricawillhead its‘SwanageBelle’
onJune8.
Aspreviously reported, the‘Belle’

wasoriginallydownforB14-6-0
No.61306Mayflowerhaulagebutwith
itsoverhaulnowforecast tobe
completed‘latesummer’, alternative
motivepowerwouldberequired.
Elsewhere,RTC’s‘Coast toCoast

Express’isbooked todepartLiverpool for
Scarboroughtwodays later, on June10.

DepartingLimeStreetat6.35am, the
‘Express’calls at LiverpoolSouthParkway,
ManchesterPiccadilly andYorken route
to thecoast. Passengershave theoption
ofalightingatYorkor continuing to
Scarborough.
Steamhaulage throughoutwill be

in thehandsofeither4-6-0No.45690
LeanderorNo.45699Galatea.
OnSaturday, June17,RTCwill

introduceanewexcursion,‘TheEast
Yorkshireman’running fromManchester
Piccadilly toScarborough.Callingat
Romiley,HathersageandSheffield
the train runsover theBeverleyand
Bridlington linebehindNo.45690or
45699.The returnwill beviaYork.

That sameday, June17,UnionofSouth
Africa is set toheadRTC’s‘Cotswold
Venturer’fromPaddington toWorcester.
Outbound, the‘Venturer’stopsatSlough,
ReadingandDidcot thenceviaOxford,
theCotswold lineandEvesham.
Takingadifferent routeback to

Paddington, theA4 joins the former
MidlandBristol routeatAbbotsWood
junction forCheltenhamandStandish
JunctionandtheGoldenValley.
Having tackledSapperton, theA4

headson throughKemble toSwindon
andthemain line toDidcotandLondon.
A34-6-2No.60103FlyingScotsman

heads its firstRTCexcursionof theyear
onSaturday, June24.The‘Scarborough

Flyer’leaves theeast coast forKing’s
Cross. PickingupatYork,Doncasterand
Lincoln, the‘Flyer’travelson through
SleafordandSpalding toPeterborough
andtheEastCoastMainLine toLondon.
Notquite soexcitingperhaps, the return
journey isdieselhauled.
Onthesamedaybutmuch further

south,‘TheDartmouthExpress’startsout
ofWoking forGuildford thenonreaching
Reading, travels viaNewburyand
Westbury toPaigntonandKingswearvia
Taunton, ExeterandNewtonAbbot.
Returning later, the‘Express’-hauled

byBulleid4-6-2No.34046Braunton or
Collett 4-6-0No.6023KingEdward II will
bedieselhauled fromBristol toWoking.

GWR4-6-0No. 5043EarlofMountEdgcumbeapproachesBanburywithVintageTrains’ ‘Moonraker’ fromSolihull toSalisburyonOctober8. PETE THORNE
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Locomotive Services given go
ahead to apply for TOC licence
JUSThoursbeforegoing topress,
HeritageRailway learned that Jeremy
Hosking’s company, Locomotive
Services Limited, hadbeengiven thego
ahead to submit anapplication for its
own trainoperating licence.
Followingavisit toCrewebyOfficeof

RoadandRail representatives toassess
thecompany’s engineering facilitieson
April 18, a telephonecall receivedon the
morningof Monday,April 24gave the

Hosking teamthegreen light to submit
theapplication.
LocomotiveServices spokesman

PeterGreenwoodsaid thatprovisional
arrangementswerealready inhand to
operate railtours later this year.
Heanticipated thatby then, a rake

of 10 refurbishedcarriages formedby
TSOs, FO, a kitchencar and full brake-
generator vehiclewouldbe ready to
take to themain line.

LMS4-6-0No. 46100RoyalScothas
alreadybeenearmarked toprovide the
motivepower.
Initially, railtourswill start fromCrewe

andoperateon theNorthWalesCoast
lineand toShrewsburyandChester.
Nodateshavebeensetuntil final train

operating status approvalshavebeen
received,he said.
Peter added that as yet, nobrand

namehadbeenchosenwithwhich to

market anyplanned trains.
On the locomotive front,‘BlackFive’

4-6-0No. 45231TheSherwoodForester
hasarrivedatCreweafterprotracted
attentionatCarnforth.
Apparentlymorework is required

before theengine is release formain line
running.
Notably,RoyalScothasbeenbooked

tohead theBelmont‘BritishPullman’
on July1.

Tornadoheads
toWalton for
seaside shuttles
TORNADO is to return steamto
Walton-on-the-Naze tomark the
150thanniversaryof the coming
of the railway to theEssex resort.
Tornadowill operate a seriesof

five shuttlesbetweenWaltonand
ColchesterTownonAugust 12.
Theywill behauledonewayby

TornadoandonewaybyaClass
67diesel.Therewill bedeparture
fromWaltonat10am,11.40am,
3pm,4.45pmand6.30pm.Ticket
prices are£25adults, £17.50 for
childrenand£80 for a family
ticketon the shuttles.
In addition,Tornadowill haul

a special fromLiverpool Street
toWaltondepartingat 7.30am,
and returningat 8.30pm,arriving
backat Liverpool Street at 1am.
Passengerswill get a freeday

pass forWaltonPier and its rides
andbowling.
The townwill alsobeholding

celebrations tomark the
anniversary.
The stationwasopenedas

Walton-on-NazeonMay17,
1867by theTendringHundred
Railway.
TheGERacquired theTendring

HundredRailwayand the
adjacentClacton-on-SeaRailway
on July1, 1883.
The stationwas renamed

Walton-on-the-Naze inMay2007
to reflect the correctnameof the
town it serves.
It is currentlymanagedby

AbellioGreaterAnglia,which
alsooperates all trains serving
the station.
The special trainswill raise

money for StHelenaHospice in
Clacton-On-Sea.
Bookings for the shuttles

cannowbemadeathttp://
tornado150.co.uk

Hastings DEMU onmain line tour
WITH its annual running season
approaching,plansarebeing finalised
byHastingsDiesels Limitedwhichwill
see its unique setofdiesel electric stock
appearon themain lineagain this year.
Built especially for theclearance-

restrictedCannonStreet-Hastings line
passenger services, andusedon them
between1957-1986, thenarrow-
bodied six-carunit beginsHDL’snew
programmewitha trip along theFawley
branchonSaturday,May13.
Although timingswereyet tobe

confirmedasHR closed forpress, this
visit to theHampshire coast is unusually
runningas a special in conjunction
with local lobbyist the (Southampton)
WatersideLineCommunityRail, agroup

which is raising support for theninemile
branch tobe reinstatedwithpassenger
services servingMarchwoodandHythe.
HDLspokesman JohnAtkinson said

that the train knownas the‘Fawley
Forester’will run fromHastingsvia
Tonbridge, Redhill andGuildford
(reversal) before runningalong themain
lineadditionally callingatBasingstoke,
Winchester andEastleigh.
Passing throughSouthampton, the

‘Forester’takes theBournemouth line
as far asTottonwhere it joins theFawley
branch.
During thevisit shuttleswill operate

fromSouthamptonandTotton to
Fawley, the third (and final) train
returning toHastings.

Following theFawleyouting,HDL is
promotingadayoutwithunit
No. 1001fromHastings toOxford.
Travellingonacircular routeviaReading,
theChilternLineandBicester, the trip
allows somesixhoursonarrival.
OnSaturday, July1, theunit is booked

to travel toCleethorpesvia Lincoln.
In September, apossible railtourhas

beenmooted for avisit to theMid-Hants
Railway,maybe running local services
turnand turnaboutwith the line’s
‘Thumper’unit.
HDLemphasised that all

arrangementsare subject tochangeand
or cancellation.
Formore informationvisit

www.hastingsdiesels.co.uk/railtours

A4 ‘borrowed’ for Forth Circle trips
ASHASbeenusualpractice, Scottish
RailwayPreservationSociety officials
have takenadvantageof RTC’s‘Great
Britain’railtours to‘borrow’a steam
locomotive enabling themtopromote
and runwhat amounts to its annual
‘ForthCircle’trips.
This year, two such trips havebeen

flaggedup to takeplace Sunday, May7.
Utilising the availability of A44-6-2

No. 60009UnionofSouthAfricawhich
will haveworked‘GBX’fromYork to
Edinburgh, two special excursions are
booked to cross the ForthBridge and
travel along thenorth shoreof the Firth
of Forth thoughAberdour, Burntisland,
andKinghorn toKirkcaldy.
Bothmorning andafternoon trains

travel on throughDunfermline and
along the coast topassingCulross,
Kincardine andAlloa to Stirling.
Followinga short photographic stop,

the‘Circle’continueson throughFalkirk
to complete the ForthCircle.
Passengers are able to choose

betweencatching themorning train
fromLinlithgowdeparting9.50am
or fromDalmenyat 2.55pmor
Inverkeithingat 5.05pm.
Lunches are available on the

morning train, dinner on the afternoon

departure and shouldbebooked in
advance.
Buffet facilities are also includedon

the trips throughoutboth journeys.
Telephoneenquiries andbookings can
bemadeon01312021033.

LNERA4PacificNo. 60009UnionofSouthAfricaback in steamfor its lastperiod
ofoperationbeforebeing retired toamuseum inFife.No. 60009approaches
TownsendFoldon theEast LancashireRailwayonApril 23.KARLHEATH
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FRI 5: ‘GreatBritainX’ (day seven)
Grange-over-Sands,Wrexham, Hereford,
Bristol.
Steamhauled throughout.
Loco: No. 45690 Leander. RTC
SAT6: ‘GreatBritainX’ (dayeight)
Bristol, Plymouth.
Steamhauled throughout.
Locos: Nos. 46100 Royal Scotand 34046
Braunton.RTC
SAT6: ‘Talisman’
King’s Cross, Darlington and return.
Steamhauled: Doncaster, Darlington, King’s
Cross.
Loco: No. 60163Tornado.UKRT
SAT6: ‘Hull&Leeds Executive’
Willington, Hull, Lincoln, King’s Cross, Leeds,
Willington.
Deltic hauled: Hull, King’s Cross, Leeds.
Loco: No. 55009Alycidon.PATH
SUN7: ‘GreatBritainX’ (daynine)
Penzance, Bristol, Paddington.
Steamhauled throughout.
Locos: Nos. 46100 Royal Scot and 34046
Braunton.RTC
WED10: ‘PendleDalesman’
Kidderminster, Carlisle and return.
Steamhauled: Hellifield, Carlisle and return.
Loco: No. 45690 Leander, 45699Galatea,
48151 or 46115 ScotsGuardsman.WCR
SAT13: ‘Cathedrals Express’ (dayone)
King’s Cross, Edinburgh.
Steamhauled: York, Edinburgh.

Loco: No. 60103 FlyingScotsman. SD
SAT13: ‘EastMidlandsRambler’
Tyseley, Nuneaton, Burton, Leicester,
Tyseley.
Steamhauled throughout.
Locos: Nos. 9600 and 9466.VT
SAT13: ‘CumbrianMountain Express’
Euston, Shap, Carlisle and return via Settle.
Steamhauled: Carnforth, Carlisle, Preston.
Loco: No. 46233Duchessof Sutherland.
RTC
SUN14: ‘Cathedrals Express’ (day two)
Edinburgh, Kirkcaldy and return and
Edinburgh, Dunfermline and return.
Steamhauled throughout.
Loco: No. 60103 FlyingScotsman. SD
TUES16: ‘Cathedrals Express’ (day
four)
Edinburgh, Crewe, Euston.
Steamhauled: Edinburgh, Crewe.
Loco: No. 60103 FlyingScotsman. SD
WED17: ‘BelmondPullman’
Victoria, Bath, Bristol and return.
Steamhauled throughout.
Loco: No. 60163 Tornado.BEL
FRI 19: ‘Cathedrals Express'
Cardiff, Shrewsbury and return and
Newport, Gloucester and return.
Steamhauled: Shrewsbury, Cardiff and
Newport, Gloucester, Bristol Parkway,
Newport.
Loco: No. 60103 FlyingScotsman. SD
SAT20: ‘CumbrianMountain Express’
Euston, Shap, Carlisle and return via
Settle. Steam hauled: Carnforth, Carlisle,
Preston.Loco: No. 46233Duchess

Tour Promoters
BEL Belmond Pullman

0845 077 2222

RTC Railway Touring Company

01553 661500

SD Steam Dreams
01483 209888

UKRT UK Railtours

01438 715050.

VT Vintage Trains
0121 708 4960

WCR West Coast Railways
01524 737751.

The information in this listwas correct at the

timeofgoing topress.Westronglyadvise

that youconfirmdetails of aparticular trip

with thepromoter concerned.

Steamhauled: York, Scarborough and
return.
Loco: No. 45690 Leander,45699Galatea,
48151 or 46115 ScotsGuardsman.WCR

Regular steam
MON-FRI: ‘The Jacobite’
FortWilliam,Mallaig and return.
Steamhauled throughout.
Loco: No. 44871, 45212, 45407 or 62005.
WCR

of Sutherland. RTC
TUES23: ‘Cathedrals Express’
Bristol, Newport, Gloucester and return and
Bristol, Minehead.
Steamhauled: Newport, Gloucester, Bristol
and Bristol, Minehead.
Loco: No. 60103 FlyingScotsman. SD
FRI 26: ‘Cathedrals Express’
Minehead, Bristol, Westbury, Bishops
Lydeard (x2).
Steamhauled throughout.
Loco: No. 60103 FlyingScotsman. SD
SAT27: ‘Hadrian’
Norwich, Carlisle and return.
Steamhauled: Hellifield, Carlisle and return.
Loco: No. 70013OliverCromwell.RTC
MON29: ‘Cornishman’
Paddington, Penzance and return.
Steamhauled: Paddington, Penzance.
Loco: No. 60163Tornado.UKRT
TUES30: ‘Dalesman’
Chester, Carlisle and return.
Steamhauled: Hellifield, Carlisle and return.
Loco: No. 45690 Leander, 45699Galatea,
48151 or 46115 ScotsGuardsman.WCR
WED31: ‘Cathedrals Express’
Salisbury, Southampton, Eastleigh,
Salisbury and Salisbury, Victoria.
Steamhauled throughout.
Loco: No. 60103 FlyingScotsman. SD

June
THUR1: ‘ScarboroughSpaExpress’
Carnforth, York, Scarborough and
return.

SRBulleid lightPacificNo. 34052 LordDowdingpassesTottonwith theRailwayTouringCompany’s ‘RoyalWessex’ fromThreeBridges toWeymouthonApril 8.DON BENN

MAIN LINE ITINERARY
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ByDonBenn

In this 50th anniversary year of the end of
steam on the Southern I am covering a few
recent runs on the Bournemouth line and also
looking back to 1967 to set the recent 100mph
exploit of Tornado into the context of similar
events 50 years ago.
With nine coaches for 315 tons gross this was

a reasonable load for No. 60163 to test speeds
up to 100mph in order to establish if 90mph
can be feasible for public charters. It seems
that the maximum speed was about 101mph
with some GPS readings giving 101.6mph,
but the sophisticated recording equipment
in the support coach showing 100.6 mph.
This was after a temporary speed restriction
to just under 50mph at Thirsk and required
full regulator and 35% to 45% cut off on the
level stretch after Thirsk and on slight down
gradients past Sessay, Pilmore and Raskelf to
reach the maximum speed at the foot of the
1-in-666 just before Alne.
The magic ton was sustained for 48 seconds

or about 1.3 miles. The table shows all the
100mph runs with Bulleid Pacifics that I have
been able to find in the last 30 months of steam
up to1967. It can be seen that they weren’t
all with light loads though those that were
required very little effort frommost of the
locomotives involved.
For instance on June 26 and 28, 1967 when

No. 35003 Royal Mail reached 106 and 105mph
respectively, Fred Burridge was only using
about two thirds regulator and 20% cut off;
so about 160lbs of steam. And this was on an
engine in very run down condition with the
motion making so much noise that it could
be heard long before its arrival. Yet No. 35003
produced no less than five speeds of 100mph

Date Wednesday, June 28, 1967
Train 615pmWeymouth toWaterloo
Loco Rebuilt Merchant Navy class 4-6-2 No. 35003

Royal Mail
Load 3 coaches and 2 vans, 164 tons tare 180 tons gross
Crew Fred Burridge and J Roscoe, Nine Elms MPD
Weather Damp
Recorder DB

miles sched mins secs speed
Basingstoke 0.00 0.00 00 00 right time
MP 46 1.75 02 50 65½ SVO
Newnham Siding 4.05 04 42 82
MP 43 4.75 05 11 83
Hook 5.59 05 46 90
MP 41 6.75 06 33 95
Winchfield 7.92 07 17 98½
MP 39 8.75 07 46 102 SVO
MP 38 9.75 08 20 105
MP 37 10.75 08 55 103
Fleet 11.27 09 13 100 eased
MP 36 11.75 09 31 101/103
MP 35 12.75 10 06 102
MP 34 13.75 10 41 100
Farnborough 14.55 11 14 78* brakes
Sturt Lane Jct 15.60 12 02 60* tsr
MP 31 16.75 13 13 65½/75
Pirbright Jct 18.26 14 23 60* sigs
MP 29 18.75 15 04 48*/28* sigs
Brookwood 19.76 16 45 48½
MP 27 20.75 17 55 53
MP 26 21.75 19 11 45*/46 sigs
Woking Jct 23.00 20 59 34* sigs
Woking 23.46 26.00 22 07 4 mins early

start to stop average: 63.65 mph

average speed MP 39 to MP 34: 102.28 mph

net time 17 minutes 31 seconds: 80.4 mph

TABLE ONE: BASINGSTOKE TO WOKING or more in those last few weeks of steam. Table
One shows the detail of one of these runs,
timed by about a dozen of us.
At the other end of the train weight scale the

runs of May 15. 1965 with No. 35005 Canadian
Pacific,November 15, 1966 with No. 35007
Aberdeen Commonwealth and December 12,
1966 with the now preserved No. 35028 Clan
Line were all with good loads. The 105mph
with No. 35005 was down the 1-in-249 of
Roundwood bank but the other two were on
slight downgrade parts of the Basingstoke
toWoking stretch which is certainly not all
downhill. This section is in fact comparable to
the Darlington to York stretch where Tornado
was tested finally reaching the magic ‘ton’.

Full regulator
The run with No. 35007 required the engine
to be worked very hard with full regulator and
about 35% cut off but No. 35028 only needed
full regulator and 20 to 25% cut off which was
enough to produce 103mph with 375 tons. (In
fact my best quarter-mile stopwatch reading
was 8.7 seconds = 103.45 mph).The Indicated
Horsepower (IHP) produced by Clan Line was
around the 3,000 mark, a similar figure being
achieved by Tornado on April 12.
Table Two shows the detail of this run over

the flying stretch fromWorting Junction to
Farnborough. This is a night which I will
never forget and is in the top few of any of
my recorded steam loco performances. The
running of the Class 7 Bulleids shouldn’t
be forgotten either, the most remarkable
being that of No. 34102 Lapford which with
235 tons just touched 100mph on the short
section of 1-in-655 down just after Fleet.
John ‘Boy’ Gaffney had to work this
unrebuilt engine very hard though: full

SRKingArthur4-6-0No. 30777Sir Lamielon the ‘DorsetCoast Express’ atWeymouthon July21, 2010.DON BENN

WITH FULL REGULATOR
LOCOMOTIVE PERFORMANCE THEN AND NOW

MAIN LINE NEWS
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Date August 1, 2007 January 5, 1965
Train 0904 Clapham Junction toWeymouth 0835Waterloo to Bournemouth
Loco Battle of Britain Class 4-6-2 No. 34067 Tangmere Rebuilt Battle of Britain Class 4-6-2 No. 34053 Sir Keith Park
Load 10 coaches + 37.248, 437 tons tare 465 tons gross 8 coaches and 3 vans, 358½ tons tare 385 tons gross
Crew Ron Smith and Dave Hewson Nine Elms
Weather Hot and calm Fine
Recorder DB DB

miles sched mins secs speed sched mins secs speed
Brockenhurst 0.00 0.00 00 00 0.00 00 00
Lymington Junction 0.95 03 22 27 02 55 30½
MP 94½ 1.70 04 59 29½ 04 30 32
Sway 2.75 06 36 52½ 06 10 45½
NewMilton 5.75 09 48 61 09 33 64
MP 100 7.20 11 13 63½ 10 58 61
Hinton Admiral 8.25 12 08 71/74 11 56 73/75
MP 103 10.20 13 44 72 13 32 71
Christchurch 11.55 15 00 59* 14 46 68
Pokesdown 13.50 17 00 53 16 40 56
Boscombe 14.05 17 46 42 17 20 53
Bournemouth Central 15.25 23.00 20 18 22.00 19 23
* brakes or speed restriction * brakes or speed restriction

Date December 12, 1966
Train 530 pmWeymouth toWaterloo
Loco Rebuilt Merchant Navy 4-6-2 No. 35028 Clan Line
Load 9 coaches + 2 bogie vans, 348 tons tare,

375 tons gross
Driver Gordon Porter
Fireman R Lee
Timed by Don Benn
Weather dark, damp, light rain falling, light SWwind

miles gradient mins secs speed
Worting Jct 28.98 249 d 38 05 62
MP 49 30.25 249 d 39 11 76
Basingstoke 31.50 434 d 40 07 83
MP 47 32.25 249 d 40 39 86
MP 46 33.25 393 d/level 41 20 93
MP 45 34.25 level/385 d 41 59 92
MP 44 35.25 385 d/level 42 38 95
Newnham Siding 35.55 386 u 42 51 94
MP 43 36.25 386 u 43 16 92
Hook 37.08 480 d 43 48 93
MP 41 38.25 level 44 34 95
Winchfield 39.41 337 d 45 19 98
MP 39 40.25 337 d 45 49 99
MP 38 41.25 337 d 46 25 102/103
MP 37 42.25 level 47 00 101
Fleet 42.76 level/655 d 47 18 100
MP 35 44.25 level 48 15 93

brakes sigs
Farnborough 46.05 49 40 74*
average speeds:- Winchfield to Fleet=101.35 mph MP 41 to MP 35=97.74 mph

MP 46 to MP 35=95.42 mph

Basingstoke to Fleet full regulator 20-25% cut off 210lbs of steam in steam chest

TABLE THREE :BROCKENHURST TO BOURNEMOUTH

TABLE TWO: DECEMBER 12, 1966 5.30PMWEYMOUTH
TO WATERLOO DETAIL FROMWORTING JUNCTION TO
FARNBOROUGH

regulator and 40% cut off being needed.
Even with heavy loads the light Pacifics

could excel as rebuild No. 34087 145 Squadron
showed on June 29, 1967 when with 12 on for
430 tons and Eastleigh driver Shepherd in
charge, it reached 90mph on level track at Fleet
and touched 92mph just afterwards. These
two runs and those with No. 35003 were all on
trains starting from Basingstoke and therefore
reaching the maximum speeds in about
10 or 11 miles, the same distance as
No. 60163 travelled from Thirsk to Alne. It
must be remembered that these exploits were
on service trains with engines at the end
of their working lives, sometimes in poor
condition. No. 60163 of course is less than 10
years old and was specially prepared for its test.
It’s not just the Southern context within

which the achievement of Tornado can be seen
as David Sprackland has reminded me that in
recent years No. 60009Union of South Africa
ran over 52 miles, including the Tornado test
section, at an average speed of 80mph with
510 tons. Furthermore No. 60145 St Mungo
probably also reached 100mph near Alne on
the ‘A1 Farewell’ railtour on December 31,
1965, so Tornadomay not have been the first
A1 Pacific to record the ton on that stretch.
None of this though should take anything

away from the remarkable achievement of a
steam locomotive reaching 100mph in the very
different and red tape filled world of 2017 so
well done to Graeme Bunker and all at the A1
Trust and to the engine crews of Steve Hanczar,
Tony Jones and Dave Proctor and Traction
Inspector Jim Smith plus of course to Network
Rail and to everybody else who worked so
hard on the planning of this and on the night
to get such a result. Full details of all the
Southern runs mentioned above are contained

in my book Twilight of Southern Steam to be
published by Pen & Sword in June.

Highspeedsnippet
I will now deal with a few runs over the
Bournemouth line in recent years, two with
No. 34067 Tangmere and one with No. 35028
Clan Line and finally a lovely high speed
snippet with No. 30777 Sir Lamiel which is
now unfortunately retired from the main line
at the venerable age of 92! In fact neither of
the other two engines is currently in working
order as No. 34067 is awaiting overhaul at
Carnforth and Clan Line is in the final stages

of its overhaul at Crewe but hopefully back
soon.
On August 1, 2007 I travelled on the 9.04am

Clapham Junction toWeymouth ‘Cathedrals
Express’ which had No. 34067 Tangmere on
10 coaches for 332 tons tare and was
accompanied throughout for reasons lost in
the mists of time by diesel No. 37248, bringing
the load up to 437 tons tare or about 465 tons
gross. Going down, Ron Smith was driving and
Dave Hewson on the shovel and on a beautiful
hot August day they made good progress with
no help from the class 37 detected at all.
We overstayed our stop at Winchfield and

BulleidBattleofBritainPacificNo. 34067TangmereatWaterlooafter arrivalwith the ‘Cathedrals Express’
fromWeymouthonAugust1, 2007.DON BENN
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Date August 1, 2007
Train 1830Weymouth toWaterloo
Loco Battle of Britain Class 4-6-2 No. 34067 Tangmere
Load 10 coaches + 37248, 437 tons tare 465 tons gross
Crew Pete Roberts and Graeme Bunker
Weather Cloudy and warm
Recorder DB from 10th coach

miles sched mins secs speed
Eastleigh 0.00 0.00 00 00
MP 71 2.45 04 57 44
Shawford 3.81 5.30 06 48 49½
St Cross 5.70 09 03 51
Winchester City 6.95 10.00 10 30 52½
MP 65 8.45 12 12 53½
Winchester Jct 9.05 16 38 53½
MP 63 10.45 14 25 54
Wallers Ash Box+ 11.75 15 30 53½
MP 61 12.45 16 38 53½
Weston Box+ 13.25 17 30 53½
MP 59 14.45 18 52 53
Micheldever 15.38 19 55 51
Roundwood Box+ 17.25 22 03 50
Steventon Box+ 19.50 24 30 61½
Wootton Box+ 20.95 26 17 56
Worting Jct 23.18 27.00 28 30 54
Basingstoke 25.70 31.00 31 18 62
MP 46 27.45 32 45 68½
Newnham Siding 29.75 34 55 73/71
Hook 31.28 36 10 75
MP 41 32.45 37 12 73
Winchfield 33.61 38 07 75½
MP 38 35.45 39 35 78
Fleet 36.96 40 44 74½
Farnborough 40.25 44.00 43 25 73
Sturt Lane Jct 41.25 44 14 74
MP 31 42.45 45 15 71
Pirbright Jct 43.80 46 37 60*/17* sigs
Brookwood 45.45 53.00 49 55 28/55½
Woking 49.15 67.00 56 14

net time 52 minutes + site of Box

* brakes or speed restriction

TABLE FOUR: EASTLEIGH TO WOKING

so were 14 late away from Basingstoke for a
good spin down Roundwood bank reaching
77½mph before being stopped by signals
approachingWinchester. I have shown in
Table Three the section from Brockenhurst
to Bournemouth which is compared with a
run from 1965 behind No. 34053 Sir Keith
Park now also preserved, on the Severn
Valley Railway. This was on the 8.35am
fromWaterloo and we had left London with
No. 34097Holsworthy in charge, but by
Southampton our slow progress indicated that
something was wrong.
This proved to be a hot box on the rear pony

truck of the engine but as no replacement
engine was available our Nine Elms driver
elected to carry on to Brockenhurst where
No. 34053 would be waiting, having been
sent from Bournemouth. By then the box was
actually on fire so the engine was quickly
removed from the train.
No. 34053 then continued in typical fashion

of the time with a time nicely under 20 minutes
to Bournemouth arriving 40 minutes late.
No. 34067 was worked very hard away from the
stop which was actually just after the station,
and slipped slightly in getting its big load away
up the 1-in-103 to milepost 94½ by which time
were doing a good 29½mph and after which we
ran well to Christchurch, braking down to the
60mph limit before a final excellent climb up
the 1-in-99 to Boscombe clawing back nearly
three minutes of the 15 late departure from
Brockenhurst.

The return run that evening was full of
drama as the engine had gone to Yeovil to be
turned and its return had been delayed by a
failed diesel unit on the single line section. So
it was with Pete Roberts now on the regulator
and Graeme Bunker firing we left Weymouth
55 minutes late and with serious concerns
about missing our last train home. I was now in
the last coach of the train and could hear when
the diesel was working, which it did on Upwey
bank, again on Parkstone bank and away from
the Brockenhurst stop.

Allwouldbewell
Pete Roberts was doing well with Tangmere
though, reaching 75mph down Moreton bank
and 73mph after Beaulieu Road and getting
us to the water stop at Eastleigh 47 late. Here I
spoke to him about last trains fromWaterloo
as I knew that he lived near Headcorn and
therefore shared our concern. However he
assured me that all would be well, helped by
cutting the time needed to take water, and
so leaving Eastleigh just 31 minutes late.
The Class 37 was silent so no help would be
forthcoming from that source and the light
Pacific would have to take the full 465 ton

load up Roundwood bank unaided.
Table Four shows how well it did reaching

a good 53½mph before the boiler pressure
falling to 150lbs dragged speed back to 50 at
Litchfield tunnel. After that it was easy and
just a matter of staying within the speed limit
to gain nearly 11 minutes to the Woking stop
despite a severe check to cross to the slow line
before Brookwood. We were 20 late away from
Woking and ran up the main line to Waterloo
in 15 minutes under the easy booking to arrive
just five minutes late.
The overall time fromWeymouth had been

3 hours, 35 minutes and 58 seconds with
seven stops, quite remarkable for 2007 and
comparing well with the 3 hours 21 minutes
of the semi fast 5.30pm fromWeymouth with
six stops in 1966 and better than the 6.15pm
‘last Weymouth’ in the same year which was
allowed 4 hours 41 minutes. So Pete and I
walked over to the Eastern side at Waterloo to
catch our last trains home after an excellent
day out at the seaside with steam.
Graeme Bunker told me recently that it was a

brilliant run that will live long in the memory.
He also confirmed that the diesel did not work
at all up from Eastleigh.

MerchantNavyNo. 35028ClanLineat Eastleighona special fromWaterlooonMay23, 2009.DON BENN
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Date May 8, 2010
Train 1735Weymouth toWaterloo
Loco Rebuilt Merchant Navy 4-6-2 No. 35028 Clan Line
Load 11 coaches + 66.015, 492 tons tare 520 tons gross
Crew Brian Butcher and Rob Binstead
Inspector Colin Kerswill
Weather Cloudy and cold
Recorder DB from 2nd coach

miles sched mins secs speed
Eastleigh 0.00 0.00 00 00
Allbrook Box+ 0.86 03 20 31
MP 71 2.45 05 50 42
Shawford 3.81 07 42 46½
St Cross 5.70 10 02 51
Winchester City 6.95 10.00 11 28 54½
MP 65 8.45 13 04 57½
Winchester Jct 9.05 13 42 58
MP 63 10.45 15 08 59
Wallers Ash Box+ 11.75 16 21 58½
MP 61 12.45 17 12 58
Weston Box+ 13.25 18 00 59
MP 59 14.45 19 14 59½
Micheldever 15.38 20 08 61
MP 57 16.45 21 12 62
Roundwood Box+ 17.25 21 57 62½
Steventon Box+ 19.50 23 59 71
Wootton Box+ 20.95 25 14 70½
MP 51 22.45 26 30 73
Worting Jct 23.18 27.00 27 05 76
MP 49 24.45 28 14 57*
Basingstoke 25.70 31.00 30 40

+ site of Box * brakes or speed restriction

Engine Train Date Load Crew Details
34008 Padstow 245 amWaterloo to Bournemouth ?.8.1966 ? Matthews,Nine Elms 100 mph atWeston
34013 Okehampton 6 pmWaterloo to Salisbury 01.12.1965 215 tons Matthews and Davis, Nine Elms 100 mph at Hurstbourne
34013 Okehampton 649 am Salisbury toWaterloo 17.12.1966 135 tons West, Nine Elms 100 mph at Hersham
34042 Dorchester 245 amWaterloo to Bournemouth 14.04.1965 270 tons Hooper and Daley, Nine Elms 102 mph atWinchester Jct
34102 Lapford 638 pm Salisbury toWaterloo 14.06.1967 235 tons Gaffney and Lee, NineElms 100 mph at Bramshot
35003 Royal Mail 638 pm Salisbury toWaterloo 19.04.1967 215 tons Enticknapp and Gaffney Nine Elms 100 mph before Fleet
35003 Royal Mail 638 pm Salisbury toWaterloo 27.04.1967 245 tons Chapman and Simon, Nine Elms 100 mph before Fleet

101 mph at Bramshot
100 mph before
Brookwood

35003 Royal Mail 615 pmWeymouth toWaterloo 26.06.1967 180 tons Burridge and Simon, Nine Elms 106 mph before Fleet
35003 Royal Mail 615 pmWeymouth toWaterloo 28.06.1967 180 tons Burridge and Roscoe 105 mph before Fleet
35005 Canadian Pacific 920 pmWaterloo to Bournemouth 15.05.1965 355 tons Hooper andWilson Nine Elms 105 mph before

Winchester Jct
35007 Aberdeen Commonwealth 530 pmWeymouth toWaterloo 15.11.1966 375 tons Porter 102 mph afterWinchfield
35008 Orient Line 638 pm Salisbury toWaterloo 05.07 1967 205 tons De’Ath Basingstoke 102 mph after Grateley
35023 Holland Africa Line SplWaterloo to Salisbury 15.10 1966 280 tons Hooker and Dedman, Nine Elms 101 mph at Andover
35028 Clan Line 530 pmWeymouth toWaterloo 12.12.1966 375 tons Porter and Lee, Nine Elms 103 mph before Fleet

Date July 21, 2010
Train 0844 Victoria toWeymouth
Loco King Arthur Class 5 4-6-0 No. 30777 Sir Lamiel
Load 11 coaches, 384 tons tare 415 tons gross
Crew Dave Hewson and John Shaw
Weather Hot and sunny
Recorder DB from 3rd coach

miles sched mins secs speed
Basingstoke 0.00 0.00 00 00
MP 49 1.25 03 29 34
Worting Jct 2.51 6.00 05 21 42
MP 51 3.25 06 21 45
Wootton Box+ 4.75 08 09 50
Steventon Box+ 6.20 10 09 55½
Roundwood Box+ 8.45 12 31 60
Micheldever 10.31 14 13 67
MP 59 11.25 15 04 68
Weston Box+ 12.45 16 06 69½
MP 61 13.25 16 47 70
Wallers Ash Box+ 13.95 17 26 70½
MP 63 15.25 18 30 71½
Winchester Jct 16.65 19 39 72
MP 65 17.25 20 11 72½
Winchester City 18.74 23.00 21 24 73
St Cross 20.00 22 28 73½
Shawford 21.88 27.00 23 59 75
MP 70½ 22.75 24 44 72
Allbrook Box+ 24.93 sigs 4*
Eastleigh 25.70 34.00 31 37 19½
+ site of Box * brakes or speed restriction

TABLE FIVE: EASTLEIGH TO BASINGSTOKEKNOWN 100 MPH RUNS WITH BULLEID PACIFICS 19651967

TABLE SIX: BASINGSTOKE TO EASTLEIGH

Left:No. 35028ClanLinepassesWeybridgeat speed
with the9.24amBournemouth toWaterlooon
April 30, 1966.DON BENN

Table Five shows another run up Roundwood
bank, this time with No. 35028 Clan Line on
a big load of 11 coaches and a non-working
diesel No. 66015; the load being 492 tons
tare or 520 tons full. Brian Butcher and Rob
Binstead were in charge and showed the
mastery of the Bulleid Pacific on the tightly
timed 25.70 miles to Basingstoke, which we
ran in 30 minutes 40 seconds, just inside the
booking.

No lack of steam
With such a big load the start was steady but
speed soon got into the upper 50s and more
noise from up front indicated that the engine
had been given more steam as speed then
rose to 62½ at Roundwood summit before
we dashed away to reach 76mph at Worting
Junction, indicating no lack of available steam.
Finally Table Six shows the excellent work

of Class 5 King Arthur 4-6-0 No. 30777
Sir Lamiel on the heavy 11-coach 415-ton
‘Dorset Coast Express’ special to Weymouth
on a lovely warm July 21, 2010. Dave Hewson
had done well as far as Basingstoke and the
start from there up the 1-in-249 to Worting
was quite excellent with this load. He then

just let the 85-year-old engine find its own
speed down the long mainly 1-in-249 drop to
Shawford and speed had just reached 75mph
when we caught a severe signal check despite
running on time. The log ends at Eastleigh
where we had gained over two minutes on
the schedule from Basingstoke despite being
checked.
The remainder of the run to Weymouth was

also very good and the, for once unchecked,
climb of Moreton bank was superb, the details
of which have been published previously. The
tightly-timed Southampton to Bournemouth
stretch also showed the ‘Arthur’ to be on top of
the job as we reached 69½mph after Beaulieu
Road and recovered well from a temporary
speed restriction at Brockenhurst to top
the 1-in-103 before Sway at 29½mph before
running up to 69mph after Hinton Admiral.
A big thank you to Graeme Bunker, Alan

Rawlings, David Sprackland and 62741 for
their help with details of Tornado’s high speed
run and for details of the other runs north
of York and to Graeme for confirming some
aspects of the run up fromWeymouth with
No. 34067. Next time I hope to cover recent
exploits over Shap.
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MAGNIFICENT MONTHFICENT MONTH
FLYING SCOTSMAN’S

Tornadomay have run
at more than 100mph,
emulating Flying Scotsman’s
world record feat of 1934,
but its crowd-pulling April
tour proved that it is not
ready to concede its crown
as the world’s most famous
steam locomotive to the
young pretender yet!
Special report by Colin
Tyson, Brian Sharpe, Robin
Jones and Don Benn

The seven-day Easter gala visit of LNER
A3 Pacific No. 60103 Flying Scotsman
to the Bluebell Railway gave the Sussex

line a much-needed spring boost, following
heavy expenditure of over £500,000 on three
track replacement projects during last winter.
Laying over at Southall for servicing after

travelling from Keighley, the locomotive and
its support coach steamed into East Grinstead
via the national rail link early on April 12, its
path having been cleared from gauging issues
at Dormans by Network Rail contractors in
March.
Bluebell Railway Preservation Society

vice-president, Roy Watts said: “For me it all
began at 1.30am, having been the nominated
person to open the boundary gates and see
Scotsman onto Bluebell Railway metals.
“The whole process was undertaken and

achieved – bar a small slip of the loco – as
quietly as possible to avoid disturbing our
neighbours.
“It was when it paused by the ground frame

and, looking up, became completely framed

by the full moon that could you appreciate the
majesty of the loco!
“With the gauging complete, the sound of

the loco working south towards Kingscote
carried across the quiet countryside.”
In an event billed as ‘Flying Scotsman Flying

South’, the locomotive hauled three breakfast
and three evening dinner ‘Golden Arrow’
Pullman trains, all of which sold out at
premium rate within 35 minutes of the tickets
going on sale – followed by three Scotsman-
hauled return trips a day between April 13-19
as part of an intensive three-train service each
day – with all pre-booked tickets for Scotsman
trains also a sell-out.
On April 13, the debut service left

Sheffield Park at 7.30pm to the sounds of the
Caledonian Pipe Band.
The whole station was buzzing with

excitement, with members of the press
reporting from all trains, and TV companies
filming and conducting interviews
throughout the day. The railway received
widespread coverage on both BBC and ITV
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FlyingScotsmandeparts fromHorsted
Keyneson theBluebell RailwayonApril 17.

EDWARDDYER
FlyingScotsmanpassesThreeArchBridgenearHorstedKeyneswith theeveningPullmandineronApril 18.
EDWARDDYER

TheoriginalmeetingofScotsmanand
theRHDR’sTyphoonatKing’s Cross
shed in1927… RHDR ARCHIVE

No.60103onshedat SheffieldParkwithSECRCclass 0-6-0No. 592early in themorningofApril 19.DON BENN

and was also visited by a number of VIPs and
friends from neighbouring heritage lines.
The seven-coach Scotsman rake included

the Howlden Trust’s Bluebell-based GNR
Directors’ Saloon, reunited with the
locomotive and attached to convey special
guests which included Sir WilliamMcAlpine
and Sir Nigel Gresley’s grandson, great
granddaughter and great, great granddaughter.
The railway’s general manager Gordon

Owen produced a daily blog, stating that
more than 2200 visitors a day also poured into
Sheffield Park station to either view the star
attraction or ride on one of the service trains,
assisted by over 300 Bluebell volunteers who
were designated ‘gala makers’ for the event.
Visitors were treated to plenty of steam action

from BR Standard 5MT 4-6-0 No. 73082
Camelot and SR S15 4-6-0 No 847 on service
trains, while SR Q 0-6-0 No. 30541 was
operating brakevan rides at Horsted Keynes
and SECR pair 0-6-0 No. 592 and 0-4-4T
No. 263 were employed at Sheffield Park on
station pilot duty.
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‘Scotsman through thegauges’ – threePacifics
at SheffieldParkonApril 16. TONY PAGE

…and90years later theymeetat SheffieldPark.Multi-millionaireenthusiast SirWilliamMcAlpine,who
repatriatedFlyingScotsman fromtheUSA in1973after its 1969-70 tourofNorthAmericawentbust, and
owned it for several years afterwards, onApril 13 celebrated its reunionwith15ingauge cousinTyphoon
withabottleofbubbly. TheyearbeforeFlyingScotsmancamehome. SirWilliamsaved theRomney,Hythe
&DymchurchRailway fromfinancial ruin. STEVE TOWN/RHDR

The firstScotsman-hauledpassenger
trainat theBluebellwas thebreakfast
PullmanonApril 13. JAMES HAMILTON

Glorious sunshine over the seven days
indeed brought out the customers and a total
just short of 20,000 visitors passed through
the gates to either view the star attraction
or ride on one of the service trains, assisted
by over 300 Bluebell volunteers who were
designated ‘gala makers’ for the event. More
than 8700 of the visitors travelled behind
Flying Scotsman.
The Bluebell extended an invitation to the

Romney Hythe & Dymchurch Railway to
bring its Henry Greenley-designed Pacific
No. 7 Typhoon, which spent the week in the
locomotive yard.
Built in 1927 and inspired by the Gresley

A1 Pacifics (the original classification of the
A3s) Typhoon visited King’s Cross shed in the
same year and was displayed alongside Flying
Scotsman – a meeting that was recreated 90
years later!
Back in 1927, the press and newsreels

described the pair as ‘the Giant and the Dwarf’.

RHDR general manager Danny Martin said:
“There is no more pertinent way to kick off
our 90th anniversary celebrations than to
look back at the historic meeting of these two
railway icons in 1927 and to celebrate that they
are still here for future generations to enjoy.”
In a ‘Scotsman through the gauges’ special

display, a third Gresley-inspired Pacific – a
10.25in gauge version of No. 4472 Flying
Scotsman – attended from the South Downs
Light Railway at Pulborough, while in the
locomotive shed were a collection of A1/A3s
in miniature alongside road steam vehicles
from the Claude Jessett Trust at nearby
Hadlow Down.

TheFlyingScotswomen
Flying Scotsman seems to have the uncanny
knack of making railway history at every twist
and turn.
Liz Groome, daughter of former Nine Elms

driver Clive Groome, who for many years has

offered steam driving courses through his
Footplate Days and Ways outfit, drove the A3,
with her sisters Ruth and Rebecca acting as
fireman and cleaner. Meanwhile dad Clive,
was driving No. 847.
The turns were conjectured to be the first

time that No. 60103 had been operated by an
all-female crew, and formed a direct link with
the end of Southern steam 50 years before,
when their dad worked for BR.
Liz said 'The opportunity to drive Flying

Scotsman was one we didn't hesitate to accept,
being rostered with family doesn't happen
very often and made the day even more
enjoyable; an experience of which we now
share fantastic memories.
“Such a great atmosphere across the

railway for the duration of the event and the
enthusiasm for the loco itself every time we
drew into a station was a clear reminder of
how lucky we were to be crewing.”
Noel Hartley, rail operations manager at
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the National Railway Museum said: “The
museum is delighted by the success of Flying
Scotsman at the Bluebell Railway and that it
could be part of the three heritage railways
hosting the world-famous locomotive. We are
pleased that No. 60103 not only continues to
attract a high level of public interest but also
promote railways such as the Bluebell in their
ongoing commitment to preserve and operate
steam locomotives on heritage lines.”
Bluebell Railway plc chairman Dick Fearn

said: “In our 57th year of operation as
Britain’s first standard gauge steam heritage
railway, the success of the visit of the Flying
Scotsman over Easter clearly shows that
steam trains still generate great excitement
for people of all ages. It was a great privilege
to be able to host this most famous of steam
locomotives for a full week, so that thousands
of people in the south east of England were
able to see it in action.”
The next stop for Scotsman after the Bluebell

was York, and the Four Trains event, as
highlighted in Headline News.

FlyingScotsman reopens the
SettleandCarlisle
The phenomenally-successful Bluebell visit
was the climax to an action-packed month
which saw the A3 launch its 2017 programme
by reopening the Settle and Carlisle route by
hauling a sell-out excursion from Oxenhope
on the Keighley &Worth Valley Railway.
The legendary line had been closed north

of Armathwaite since February 9, 2016 after
a serious landslip at Eden Brows. Network
Rail’s engineers and contractors had spent
14 months rebuilding and stabilising the
trackbed in time for the line to be reopened to
through traffic on March 31.
The work had involved clearing the

70-metre slope of vegetation and excavating
four metres below track level before installing
piles; 16,000 tonnes of spoil had to be

removed from site before a concrete guide
wall could be installed to assist with piling
works using 226 steel-cased piles; followed by
pouring in 1,300 cubic metres of concrete.
Flying Scotsman travelled with its support

coach from the National Railway Museum
to the Keighley &Worth Valley Railway on
Wednesday, March 29, ready for the excursion
to Carlisle which was followed by a week’s
operation on the KWVR.
Departing from Oxenhope at 8.30am, with

a ten-coach train of maroon Mk.1 stock from
West Coast Railways at Carnforth, Scotsman
joined the Aire Valley main line at Keighley to
head for a water stop at Hellifield.
After an on-time departure, the special

topped the climb to Blea Moor eight minutes
early, continuing to Appleby where it was
greeted by a piper and speeches were made to
mark the occasion.
After Appleby, the train crossed the newly-

reinstated section of track at Eden Brows with
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No.60103passesGargravewith
theOxenhope -Carlisle excursion
onMarch31.DAVERODGERS

BrightBrick’s LegoversionofFlyingScotsman.MRC

The ‘FlyingScotswomen’ –didLiz, RuthandRebecca
Groomecomprise the legendaryA3’s first all-female
footplate crew?ANDREWOLDHAM

much whistling and watched by the large
team of engineers which had carried out the
work of rebuilding the line.
The engine was turned and serviced at

Carlisle before retracing its steps to Keighley,
from where a banking engine was required
over the 1-in-58 gradients of the Worth Valley
branch. All seats on the train at £220 per
ticket were sold many weeks in advance and
the event made headlines nationally, although
the BBC was criticised for using old footage
of Tornado on Ribblehead viaduct instead of
Flying Scotsman on the day!

TakingBronte countrybystorm
Following the high-profile relaunch of the
stricken line, Flying Scotsman helped draw
around 17,000 visitors during its nine-day
stint at the Keighley &Worth Valley Railway
from April 1-9. One family came from as far
away as Australia.
The railway’s chairman Dr Matt Stroh said:

“It showed the railway and our volunteers at
their absolute best.
“We had about 17,000 visitors over the

nine days, including 12,500 passengers who
travelled on the Flying Scotsman.
“A lot of the passengers who came to travel

on the Flying Scotsman stayed on the line and

in the villages, because they really wanted to
make a day of it, which was great.
“The sense of achievement among the

hundreds of volunteers who gave their time
during that nine days is palpable. Everyone
worked so hard.
“We probably had over 100 volunteers

rostered for each of the nine days Flying
Scotsman was here. The feedback we received,
which ranged from the chairman of Network
Rail to the various other passengers I spoke to,
was incredibly positive.
He said that the family from Australia

included a young boy with autism who enjoyed
a “journey of a lifetime” on the railway, and
had been thrilled to meet driver Noel Hartley
from the National Railway Museum.
After its exploits on the line made famous by

the EMI big-screen version of Edith A Nesbit’s
1970 classic The Railway Children, Flying
Scotsman travelled south over the national
network for its appearance at the Bluebell
Railway, where a subsequent and now largely-
overlooked TV ‘remake’ of the film was made.

Bricking it
Flying Scotsman also made another spring
appearance in the Sunny South – at the Kent
& East Sussex Railway.
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No.60103heads the first trainaway fromKeighleyonApril 8.ALANWEAVER

FlyingScotsmanaccelerates away fromOakworthon theKWVR onApril 8. ROBERT FALCONER

However, it was not the full-size A3, but a
26ft long model made solely from Lego bricks.
The model, with three Pullman coaches, has

been made by Bright Bricks, a Hampshire-
based company that specialises in building
Lego models. Built with over 100,000 Lego
bricks, it formed the centrepiece of an
exhibition at the KESR Tenterden station of 30
Lego models that chart the history of Britain
from Stonehenge to Concorde.
Titled Bricks Britannia, the exhibition

opened on April 1 and ran until May 4.
Afterwards, the exhibition moved to the

Midland Railway-Butterley which will run a
special ‘Butterley Brick Event’ fromMay 27 to
June 4.
The models will be on show in various

locations around the railway and there will be
a “Find Billy Brick at the Midland Railway-
Butterley” competition. There will also be
brick workshops and a specially-designed
limited edition kit will be available.
Trains will be steam-hauled at weekends

with the heritage Diesel Multiple Units in use
on the weekdays.

No longer too famous to run
On February 25, 2016, Flying Scotsmanmade
its official comeback run following overhaul,
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FlyingScotsmancrossesBattyMoss viaduct atRibblehead
eightminutesearlyonMarch31.BRIAN SHARPE

between King’s Cross and York. However,
the event was marred by delays caused by
trespassers at two locations on the East Coast
Main Line.
Lineside trespassing was to dog the A3 for

months to come, with British Transport Police
issuing pictures of offenders in the hope of
identifying them and bringing them to court.
Trespass became so great a concern to

operators that some trips featuring Flying
Scotsman were rerouted or cancelled.
In May last year the legendary locomotive

was due to run a sell-out Steam Dreams
excursion train from Ely to Norwich and back.
However, the trip was called off, amid fears

of fences being climbed and spectators risking
their lives.
Now Steam Dreams has announced a new

tour featuring No. 60103 including Norwich
and Ely.
The new trips will be running from

Wednesday, October 18, until Friday, October
27. There will be short tours and circular trips,
with starts in Peterborough, Ely, Norwich,
Leamington Spa, Banbury, Derby and Sheffield.
Steam Dreams’ chairman Marcus Robertson,

said: “We are delighted to be able to announce
that the ‘Cathedrals Express’ has extended its

Flying Scotsman programme this year.
“We’re looking forward to taking fans of

this fabulous engine along some of the most
scenic railways this country has to offer from
a number of stations that ‘The Cathedrals
Express’ rarely visit.”
For further information and prices for

remaining tickets for trips with Flying
Scotsman, contact the Steam Dreams booking
office on 01483 209888 or visit
www.SteamDreams.co.uk.

Next stopMinehead!
Steam Dreams’ May 23 trip from Bristol
Temple Meads to the West Somerset Railway’s
Minehead terminus behind Flying Scotsman
has sold out.
As we closed for press, there was just one

seat left on the Guildford-based operator’s
West of England evening tour behind the A3
from Bishop’s Lydeard, a similar morning
tour having long since sold out.
The locomotive’s third and final visit to a

heritage line comes in late summer, when it
will return to operate regular services over the
West Somerset.
It will arrive on the line on Monday,

September 4, and run public services from

September 5-12, with a rest day on Friday,
September 8.
Full details of the services and seat

availability are available at www.west-
somerset-railway.co.uk Bookings can be made
on 01643 704996.

Scotsmanon the IsleofMan?
While the Isle of Man never had a standard
gauge railway on which a Gresley A3 could
run, it may soon have its own live steam
version.
The 2ft gauge Groudle Glen Railway

network has announced plans for a 1/32 scale
model of the iconic locomotive to be called
the ‘Flying Manxman’.
It is hoped that once completed, in a nod to

the classic non-stop run of Flying Scotsman
between London and Edinburgh, it will
attempt to break the speed record between
Lhen Coan and Sea Lion Rocks, currently
standing at five minutes 25 seconds.
GGR volunteer Alex Brindley said the new

locomotive has a top speed of over 60mph.
He said that the name was chosen after

research indicated a proposed public ballot
would choose the far less suitable ‘Trainy
McTrainface’.
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FlyingScotsmanapproachesAisGill summit eightminutes late, returning fromCarlisleonMarch31.BRIAN SHARPE
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It is always welcome to witness the return
to steam of a locomotive design whose
school was previously unrepresented on

the domestic operational preservation scene.
This is no less the case when the individual
locomotive concerned spent a long period
away from our shores and was thought by
many commentators to be never likely to
return, let alone be seen by the domestic
enthusiast in working condition once more.
The 2ft gauge 0-6-0ST Liassic recently made

its public debut in restored form at the spring
Statfold Barn enthusiasts’ day. The story of
the basic specification to which Liassic
belongs goes back to the year 1897. In that
year, Peckett & Sons of Bristol supplied a
long-wheelbase 0-6-0ST (No. 678) to the
Stockton cement works situated close to the
LNWR’s Marton Junction (near Leamington
Spa) to Daventry line, to which it was
connected by a standard gauge siding.
The works was owned by Charles Nelson &

Co Ltd and the internal railway system was
constructed to the unusual gauge of 1ft 9in.
The design of this locomotive, which bore the
painted-on name Gamecock was characterized
by a firebox that sat between the driving and
trailing axles allied to a relatively low boiler
pitch of 3ft 1½in. This basic specification had

ffinities with the type of locomotive
ed by John Barraclough Fell and
plified by Pentewan and Trewithen of
Pentewan Railway and the remains of
r larger sister, Manning Wardle No. 441
873 in Cuba.
iven that the true Fell specification
wed for a significant amount of
gitudinal free space between the
ebox wrapper and the gap between the
ermediate and trailing wheelsets, the
ign of Peckett Nos. 678 and succeeding

locomotives, Nos. 785 of 1899 Niras and 918
of 1901 Jurassic (rather confusingly named as
will be seen later) which followed Gamecock to
the Stockton works, may therefore be termed
‘Quasi-Fell’ in nature, as the fit of the firebox
wrapper between its adjacent wheelsets was
tighter than the true Fell arrangement.
This arrangement had been foreshadowed

by Manning Wardle products for Sweden and

The Statfold Barn Railway is
noted for its rapid overhauls
of rare narrow gauge
locomotives.Mark Smithers
reports on the return to
steam of an engine once
thought unlikely to ever
appear in Britain again.
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India; the 2ft 6in gauge 0-6-0STs constructed
for the Westbury Iron Co’s system by
Hudswell Clarke and Avonside, the last of
which disappeared in 1939, and also two 2ft
6in gauge Hunslet 0-6-0STs (Nos. 163 and
176) for Walsh Lovett & Co of Calcutta.
It seems there was a need on the Stockton
system to employ locomotives with a relatively
low and widely-spaced axle loading, and this
was the reason for production of the design.
No. 918 differed in certain details from

Nos. 678 and 785 in that its cast smokebox
saddle was enclosed within the outer sheeting
rather than being visibly mounted supporting
a cylindrical smokebox. It also possessed a
slightly longer cab and shorter tank than its
precursors. Although the class was originally
given the generic name Gamecock by Peckett,
No. 918 was the locomotive illustrated in
the catalogue and hence the class name
Jurassic became the accepted designation
in later years. Just to add a further element
of confusion, the 2ft-gauge Somerset-based
0-4-0ST Cranmore class (Peckett No. 1030 of
1904) carried the name Gamecock throughout
its working life of little over two decades, but
it was not a classmate of Nos. 678 and 785.
Situated a short distance to the west of

the Stockton works, and served by the same
LNWR route, was the Southam cement works
of Messrs Kaye & Co and the proprietors of
this enterprise must have been sufficiently
impressed with the three little Pecketts at the
Stockton works to order a similar locomotive
to No. 918 for its own 1ft 11½ in gauge
internal system, presumably with similarly
restrictive axle-loading limitations and
relatively generous curve radii being the order
of the day. The new locomotive, Peckett
No. 1008 of 1903 was given the name Jurassic
on brass nameplates within a decade of
delivery and was followed as the system
enlarged by Nos. 1119 of 1906 and 1216
of 1909 (respectively Neozoic and the first

Liassic), which were built to the same design.
The next locomotive in the sequence, No. 1270
of 1911 Triassic was built with mainframes
lengthened by 2in at the leading end and
4in at the trailing end. Sandboxes were also
mounted on each side of the smokebox. The
amended class dimensions were as shown in
the accompanying table (see far right, p83).
In general, the Jurassic class presented

a rather quaint Rowland Emmett-like
appearance with its long wheelbase, oversized
tank filler and tall cab and chimney towering

over the low-pitched boiler and tank. Two
further class members were to be supplied
to the Southam works: No. 1327 of 1913
Mesozoic and No. 1632 of 1923, which
was unnamed as built. These locomotives
were fitted with taller sandboxes but were
otherwise similar in design as built to Triassic.
For completeness sake it should be noted here
that another locomotive, of 2ft gauge, built
to the same basic design was supplied as
No. 1412 of 1915 to Moorewood Colliery,
Oakhill in Somerset and this locomotive

Liassicdouble-headswithHunslet 0-4-2T
Alpha towardsOakTreeHalt onaday that
saw20narrowgauge locomotives in steam.

The coupling rodswereparkedon the trailingendof
the chassis fordisplay.

A close-upof the right-hand trailing crankpinand
web. The latter component showsevidenceof the
arduousworking conditions thatwereexperienced
bymany industrial steam locomotivesduring their
working lives.

Further evidenceof thehardworking life
experiencedby Liassicat Southam isevident in this
viewofawelded repair carriedouton theportionof
the right-handmainframe immediately above the
hornarea. Thispart of a locomotive’smainframes is
particularly vulnerable to the stresses encountered
duringnormalworking.

Thevalve rod stretcher.UnlikemanyKerr Stuart,
ManningWardleandsomeearlyHunsletnarrow
gauge locomotives, Liassicwas fittedwith two
injectors andnopumpasbuilt, hence this stretcher
hasnoprovision for the fittingof a feedpump.
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faded into obscurity following sale (via a
dealer) to Sutton Sand Co, County Kildare in
the Irish Republic in June 1934.
During much of the 1920s, there was

sufficient work for the six Pecketts, together
with Bagnall 0-4-0ST No. 2148 of 1924, but
the depression of the early 1930s hit Kaye &
Co so hard that the company folded in 1934
with the consequence that the Southam works
fell under the control of Rugby Portland
Cement Co (a fate that was also to befall
Nelson’s works at Stockton shortly after the
Second World War).
Despite improvements made to the Southam

site by its new owners during the late 1930s,
three of the narrow gauge steam locomotives:
the Bagnall, Neozoic and the original Liassic
became surplus to requirements and, by June
1943, the discarded cabs and tanks from the
latter two locomotives, together with the
smokebox of the last-mentioned were dumped
outside the locomotive shed.
Mesozoic received a replacement cab and set

of shorter mainframes (at least) from No. 1119
Neozoic, while No. 1632 received the boiler
from Neozoic and became the second Liassic
(apparently after a period of being named
Vicozoic by its driver).
The former Nelson works was closed in 1950

and sadly the difference in gauge between its
internal railway system and that at Southam
ensured that its narrow gauge Pecketts, which
had been scrapped in December 1949, could
not simply have been transferred to Southam
(thereby denying the preservation world at
least one of the two 19th century ancestors
of its Peckett fleet) although it has been
claimed that the three redundant former
Nelson locomotives were used as a source of
spares for their Southam-based sisters prior
to scrapping.
The four Southam-based Pecketts were

withdrawn from service following the
closure of most of the narrow gauge system
on October 20, 1956, but fortunately they
all found buyers during the succeeding
few years. Jurassic was purchased for use

on the Lincolnshire Coast Light Railway at
Humberston, near Grimsby, arriving
on-site in 1961 and remaining in use from
this date until the line’s closure in 1985. After
a protracted period of storage, the engine is
nearing completion of a thorough overhaul
(with the assistance of a £43,600 Heritage
Lottery grant) and is expected to return to
service at the LCLR’s new site at Ingoldmells,
near Skegness, during the summer of 2017.
Triassic was initially purchased on August

22, 1957 by the late JB Latham of Woking
in Surrey, before migrating to the Bala Lake
Railway and spending a short loan period on
display at Statfold Barn from 2011.
Mesozoic was sold to R Fenwick & Co

of Brackley, Northamptonshire, passing
successively to GJ Mullis of Wychbold,
Worcestershire, in March 1969 and to AJ Hills
in October 1970, migrating to the Gilfach
Ddu base of the Llanberis Lake Railway. It is
currently stored in a dismantled state at the
premises of the Bromyard & Linton Light
Railway. It would be an interesting exercise to
ascertain precisely how much of the surviving
locomotive began life as No. 1327 and how
much in reality belongs to No. 1119, or even
to No. 1216.
Finally (and most importantly from the

point of view of this feature), Liassic became
the most travelled member of the class, being
sold to CH Lamb of Bromsgrove in June 1959
and exported to Canada during the following
month under the ownership of the late
Charles Matthews of Ontario.
Liassic spent the ensuing years in storage

in a barn, initially with just Kerr Stuart
Wren class No. 3128 of 1918 (ex-Avonmouth
Smelting Co Ltd) for company, but later to be
joined by ex-Dinorwic locomotivesMichael
and King of the Scarlets.
Following this period of storage, Liassic was

repatriated to the UK in 2012 and transferred
to Statfold Barn, where restoration could be
undertaken in earnest. This has been to an
extremely high standard, with considerable
work being done on the locomotive’s

This rear three-quarter viewof Liassic’s chassis emphasises thenatureof the locomotive’s ‘Quasi-Fell’wheelbase structure inwhich the firebox falls cleanlybetween
thedrivingand trailingaxles, necessitatinga relatively longwheelbase.

Cylinders: 7in bore x 10in stroke.
Wheels: 1ft 8in diameter.
Boiler pressure: 150psi.
Tractive effort: 3332lbs.
Total heating surface: 120sqft.
Grate area: 2.75sqft.
Tank capacity: 160 gallons.
Coal capacity: 0.25 tons.
Wheelbase: 6ft 6in (3ft + 3ft 6in).
Length over bufferbeams: 12ft 6in.
Overall width: 5ft 3in.
Overall height: 8ft 5in.
Weights: 6.25 tons (empty); 8.0 tons (working order).

Liassic’sboilerbackheadareawithin the cab showing
the steammanifold, regulatorhandle,watergauges,
fireholedoorand reversingquadrant.
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LiassicandAlpha returning to themain
StatfoldBarn terminus fromOakTreeHalt.

During the late summerof2011, Liassic’solder sister,
Triassic,moved temporarily toStatfoldBarn from itsbase
on theBala LakeRailwayandwasondisplayduring theenthusiasts’
dayof June2, 2012.Note the relatively small sandboxes (whencompared
with thoseof Liassic) and the cabwith its rearportion4in longer than that found
on theLCLR’s Jurassic.This latter featurewasnecessitatedby the lengtheningof the
mainframedimension (which commencedwithTriassic) and is also foundon Liassic.
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mechanical components to bring them into
line with the original specification.
Many of the overhauled components

were on display on the September 10, 2016
enthusiasts’ day. The boiler has been totally
refurbished, a job that entailed not only the
mandatory tube replacement, but also a major
repair to the boiler backhead.
Other work undertaken has included the

replacement of the ungainly ribbed smokebox
door with which the engine finished its
revenue-earning career, by a new item of
more authentic design, and the fitting of a
mechanical lubricator.
The restoration was completed over the

winter of 2016-17 in time for the rejuvenated
Liassic, resplendent in its authentic maker’s
pattern lined-out livery, to make its public
debut at the March 25, 2017 enthusiasts’
day. During a day with a wide selection of
2ft gauge locomotives in steam (including
Kerr Stuart No. 3128, which has followed
the Peckett locomotive back from Canada
to England, and visiting Bala Lake Sirdar
class 0-4-0T Diana) and near ideal weather
for photography, Liassic proved a popular
attraction for the day’s visitors and spent most
of the time working in tandem with Hudswell
Clarke P class 0-4-0ST Alpha.
On the day, the relaunch of Liassic also

shared the stage with the unveiling of a new
tramway, operated by former Burton & Ashby
Light Railway Brush electric tramcar No. 14
using battery power, and the appearance of
ex-John Knowles Hunslet 0-4-0WT No. 684
of 1898 Jack on its own dedicated running

line of 18in gauge (mostly arranged as a third
rail incorporated into the tramway), although
this latter locomotive has yet to receive a
replacement dome cover and be returned
to steam.
The restoration to working order of Liassic

has returned the ‘Southam Peckett’ to the
domestic operational narrow gauge steam
scene following an absence of over three
decades, and the Statfold Barn Railway
is certainly to be congratulated on this

achievement. In the light of the effort
involved, future on-site restoration projects
can only be eagerly awaited.
It is also to be hoped that at some stage in

the future, Liassic may be seen in company
with the soon-to-be operational Jurassic, as
it would be a fine sight to see at least two of
the former Southam Peckett locomotives in
steam together again for the first time since
the surviving class members were split up
over half a century ago.

Arear right-hand three-quarter viewshowing the
general fireboxandboilerproportionsof Liassic.
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TRACK TALK
➜ Leftspotter’sbookinshed
foreman’soffice!
IT was good to see the photo of the stored
locomotives at Derbywith Alan Inckle’s
letter in issue 226.
I well recall this line of locomotives en

route to trainspotting trips toTamworth in
1960 and the frantic efforts to ensure that
all of their numberswere scribbled into
spotting books as our train accelerated
away fromDerby. I don’t know the actual
dates of these trips asmy spotting book
was confiscated by the shed foreman
at CreweNorth later in 1960 after yet
another failed attempt to bunk the shed.
I doubt that hemeant to confiscate it but,
on realising that I’d left it in his office, I was
too scared at 12 years old to go back and
ask for its return!
I was surprised not to seeNo. 53802

included in the photo as I remember
copping this asmy first 7F on one of the
Tamworth trips. However, further research
on the internet reveals the answer, as it
appears that the locomotivewas only
at Derby for around amonth and left
for scrapping at Doncaster on April 21,
1960 – before the July 1960 date of
the photographwith Alan’s letter. For
some reason, No. 53802was the only
7F scrapped at Doncaster – perhaps
as a result of its earlywithdrawal date
fromBathGreen Parkwith the later
withdrawals going to Cashmores in
Newport.

RossMiddleton,email

➜ Let’skeepitat75mph
AS a regular passenger on steamand
diesel hauled specials I have no desire to
be hurtling along at 90mph in 50-year-old
coaches. At that speed it is uncomfortable,
dangerous to try andwalk down the
gangway, and to attempt to use the loos.
Whilst some caterers employ ex-BR staff

who had to servemeals at speed,most of
the younger serving staff are potentially
at risk as is the passenger if they try to
serve drinks andmeals whilst the train is
at high speed. Also as a passenger I want
to be able to take in the views from the
train, knowwhere I am as I pass through
stations, and have a chance to glance at
lineside buildings, old sidings etc.
Let us stick to 75mphmaximum for the

benefit of themajority of customers.
I own a 1963 Austin A40 Farinawhich

has a top speed of 73mph. If I drove
at that speed now it would bemost
uncomfortable and dangerous and no
doubt damage the ageing engine, let
alone the ageing driver!

RonEnticottFCA,Chertsey,Surrey

The GWR never called
it ‘Brunswick Green’
IN issue226, KenWoodsasks formore
details regarding the term‘Brunswick
Green’, as applied to locomotives. I
suspecthe is rightwhenheconcludes
that it is ageneric termused in the
pastby themedia andenthusiasts to
describeagreencolour asoriginally
applied toGWR locomotives, and then
subsequentlyusedbyBR.
However, it is quite clear fromofficial

recordsheldby theGreatWestern
Society that theGWRneverused this
description, as theonly reference I can
find is to‘MiddleChromeGreen’, used
from1881until 1947, andHollyGreen
before that.There is nomentionof
‘BrunswickGreen’anywhere.
Variationsof thegreencould

occurover time, due toheat andUV
light, causingchemical changes in
thevarnish (or resin) added to the
pigment and finally appliedover the
green forprotection. Itmust also
be remembered that the recipe for
paintmixingoften referred to‘takea
handful of…’,whichprobably led to
other small variations in the colour
aswell, but itwas still neverofficially
referred toas‘BrunswickGreen’as far
as I can tell.
I amcurrentlybuildingamodel of

aGWRKingandwish to finish it in
the livery as applied in1955,while

stillwith its single chimney, and so I
have recentlybeencarryingout some
research into the correct livery for this
period.
I thought that thebookbyBrian

Haresnape, RailwayLiveriesBRSteam
1948-1968,wouldbeagoodstarting
point.However, heonly refers to
‘BrunswickGreen’,which I knewto
bewrongasofficially there is no such
colour. Consultingapaint sample
chart obtained frommyhelpful auto
paint stockist, it lists the standard
colours available as specified inBS
381c (1980), I believe theoriginsof
whichdate fromtheearly 1900s.Only
Light,Middle, orDeepBrunswick
Greenarementioned.Note that it’s
called‘Deep’andnot‘Dark’.
I concluded thatwhenever

BrunswickGreen ismentioned in
railway literature it shouldbeprefaced
with‘Deep’. However, a very similar
colour toDeepBrunswickGreen (Ref
No. 227) isDeepBronzeGreen (Ref
No. 224), and Ibelieve that this is the
closest standardmatch to theoriginal
greenused from1948onwards.This
was confirmedbyDrewFermor in
hisbook‘WR/BR(WR)CastleClass
Locomotiveswherehe states that‘only
themost informedof spectators could
distinguish fromGWRgreen’.

Another referencewasBob
ShephardwhocreatedPrecision
Paints, andhadaccess to theoriginal
GWRandBRpaint samplepanels from
SwindonWorks, bothofwhichhad
thevarnish chipped inmanyplaces
and therefore showedonly thegreen
pigmentunderneath.He states that
the1939GWRpanelwas identical to
theofficial BR colourmatchingpanel
dated1950.
Itmaybe that individual paint

suppliersmightuse their own
description for this particular colour
(i.e. Craftmaster BRGreen), but
provided theyknowwhat it is and
there is no reference toBS381c I
suppose they cancall itwhat they
want.However, inmycase I shall use a
knownBScolour.
I suspect that tomostof your

readers andwriters this is rather
anesoteric subject, and theywill
probably continue touse the term
‘BrunswickGreen’just for convenience,
but for thoseofuswhostrive for
correct terminology it is unfortunate
that thedescription is likely tobe
perpetuatedby the currentmedia and
enthusiasts. I suppose it’s another case
of somethingbeing repeatedoften
enoughultimatelybecoming‘fact’.

AndrewRobelou,email

THEREare threeverygoodarticles and
letters in issue226.
First is John Forman’s excellent

article about allowingmain line
steam locomotives to run at 90mph.
His comments about how these
locomotives are inmuch better
shape now thanwhen theywere
run at higher speeds in the late

1950s and early 60s, is true.
Second isDerrickMartin’s suggestion

thatpeople shouldbuild replicasof
Victorian railwayequipment.Thiswould
beavaluable lesson in thehistoryof the
developmentof railways.
Third is KenWoods’letter aboutwhat

is BrunswickGreen. It remindedme
ofdiscussionsback in the1950sand

60swhen I racedanMG intowhatwas
‘BritishRacingGreen’.
A lotof times colour ispurely in the

eyesof theviewer.You justhave togo to
thepaint sectionof your localDIY store
and try todecideon theproper shadeof
anycolour.

GeorgeBogart,
Alexandria,Virginia,USA

INREPLYtoGlennLathallwho
recalledTomRolt’saccountofthe
purchasebytheTalyllynRailway
PreservationSocietyof thetwo
Corrisengines, I submit thatthe
twoaccounts,mine in issue223and
his (or ratherRolt’s) in issue224,
far frombeingatoddsareactually
complementarytoeachother.
IhadreadRailwayAdventure

longbefore ImetJICBoydand
hadforgottenthestoryof the
Corrisengines. I rememberJimmy
mentioningthesumof£50and,
overtheyears Ihadassumedit

representedtheunitpricerather
thanwhat itclearlywas–thepricefor
boththeengines.MrBoydmusthave
beenthe“individualmember”who
contributedthemost.Doubtlesshe
wishedtoremainanonymousatthe
time.Presumablytheothermembers
gaveasmaller totalofdonationsthat
coveredthecostof transportand
someoftheworkneededonNo.4’s
boiler.
Asimilarsituationoccurredabout

adecadelaterwhentheappealby
MaxDunnfordonationstosavethe
LNWR‘CoalTank’hadfailedtoraise

thepurchasepricewhenthedeadline
wasreached.Alonglistof individual
donorscanbefoundatthebeginning
ofPeteSkellon’sexcellentaccount
oftheclass inBashers,Gadgetsand
Mourners,butthetotal theyraised
wasseveralhundredpoundsshort.
Thebalancewasprovidedby

locomotiveengineerandLNWR
expertJPRichardswhose lifetime
outputofscalemodels, forwhich
hegainedanentry inTheGuinness
BookofRecords,canbeseeninthe
NationalRailwayMuseum.

PeterDavis,Fishponds,Bristol

Corris claimatoddswithTomRolt

Brunswick Green is in the eye of the beholder

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY!
FROM
ONLY £20

SEE
P28 FOR
DETAILS
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BENCollier’s photographof‘Black Five’
No. 45212 in issue227, on its firstmain
line run,broughtbackmemoriesof its
last BRmain line runandof the1P58.
The1P58was the20.50Saturdaysonly

Preston toBlackpool Southandwas the
last officiallybookedsteampassenger
workingonBR.On theeveningof
Saturday,August 3, 1968 in fading light

I photographedNo. 45212 just outside
Preston stationworking the final 1P58.
This shouldhavebeen the final steam

passengerworking.However, adecision
wasmade toallow thenormallydiesel
hauled21.25Preston toLiverpool
Exchange tobe steamhauledon that
Saturdayevening.
AfterphotographingNo. 45212

I rushedback toPreston station to join
the largenumbersof enthusiastswho
hadgathered to seeNo. 45318depart
with this final steampassengerworking.
On thepreviousSaturday, July 27, I had
travelledon the1P58hauledby
No. 45388. ThecrewofNo. 45388
treated the largenumbersof enthusiasts
whohadboarded the trainatPreston to

a superb run toBlackpool South.
The‘BlackFive’departedeachStation

on the routewith slippingwheels, huge
plumesof smokeandacrescendoof
noisewhich shattered thepeaceful
evening. For anyenthusiast taking
sound recordings theymusthave
thoughtall their dreamshadcometrue.’

TrevorGregg,email

In the fading light, ‘BlackFive’No. 45212headsoutofPreston forBlackpoolwith
the final 1P58onAugust3, 1968. TREVORGREGG

‘BlackFive’No. 45388 leavingPreston forBlackpoolwith the1P58on July27,
1968. TREVOR GREGG

Memories of 1P58 come flooding back

AN interestingcarriagehas recently
appeared in thecarparkof an Indian
restaurant atPolhill near Sevenoaks in
Kent.
There is aplateon theunderframe

showing‘LNWRWolverton1908.’It
carriesBR-typeelectric chargingpoints.
Oneachbogieare chalked‘PE/DO
01/11,’whichmake it appear that itmay
have runwithin the last 10years.
Thewindowarrangementhas the

appearanceof a sleepingcar. Does
anyoneknow its story?
We intend tohavedinner toaskwhy

theyhaveacquired it buthaven’t yet
managed it.

RogerDavenport, email

➜We’vebeentold that thevehiclewas
privatelyownedandpreviouslybasedat
theBluebellRailway,whichdeclined to
buy it–editor The carriageoutside the restaurant. ROGER DAVENPORT

Pullman carmoves to restaurant

WITHIN the story, onpage9of issue
227, of the impendingauctionof
thenameplateDuchessofKent, the
reader is told that, as a result of the
Harrow&Wealdstoneaccident,
“PrincessRoyalNo. 46202Princess
Anneand JubileeNo. 45637
Windward Isles....were sobadly
damaged that theywere scrapped.”
This is, andalwayshasbeen, the

official versionof events. Evena
casual glanceat thephotographs
of the threedamaged locomotives,
however, reveals a verydifferent
story.
The rear endcollisionofNo. 46242

CityofGlasgow,heading theUp
Perthexpress,with theUpcommuter
servicederailed theengineand
left it fouling theDown line.Within
seconds itwashit, at 50-55mphby
Windward Isles the leadingengine
of theLiverpool express; the latter
enginewas, in effect, telescoped
by thehead-oncollisionon the
onehandand themomentumof
the larger locomotive, andheavy
train, behindon theother.As little

more thanaboiler on threedriving
wheelsets, andat18yearsold,
Windward Isleshadawritten-down
bookvalue lower than thecostof
potential repair and sowaswritten
off and scrapped inDecember1952.
By contrast,CityofGlasgow,

althoughnotquite asbadly
damagedas the Jubilee and5½
years youngerhadahigherbook
valuebutnot ashighas the cost
ofwhatwas, inmost respects, a
replacement engineat £6800–new
frames (probably a spare set in
stock), newboiler, fournewcylinders
andvalvemotion, super structure,
etc,etc. CreweWorksdid thework
quitequickly as the“new”engine
was in trafficwithin a coupleof
months.
No. 46202PrincessAnnehadbeen

rebuilt from theTurbomotive at a
cost of £8600onlyweeksbefore the
accident. Itwas ahybrid – aDuchess
with aPrincess Royal boiler – and,
with41,500lb tractive effort,was
nominallymorepowerful than
either of theother classes.With less

heating surface and smaller grate
area itwouldneverhaveequalled
theperformanceof aDuchess; there
wouldhavebeena tendency for the
bigger cylinders tobeat theboiler.
As theuniqueTurbomotive,No.

46202’s first costhadbeenmore than
double that of theproduction series
of Princesses, this togetherwith
the cost of rebuildingmeant that
theenginehadby far thegreatest
bookvalueof all three accident
victimsaswell as a recordedmileage
since the rebuildof amere11,443–
clearly a valuable asset as far as the
accountantswere concerned.
It seemsobvious that themotive

power andoperatingdepartments
saw the situation fromtheopposite
point of view.TheDuchesswas
worth farmore to themthan
No. 46202, anenginewhichhad
beena little problematic andhence
abit unpopularwith crewsand
whoseperformance couldnotbe
entirely reliedupon.Together these
departmentsmanaged towangle
somecreative accountingand

PrincessAnnewas laid aside atCrewe
pendinga final decisionwhether
or not to repair it. It remained
thereuntil officiallywithdrawn in
May1954when its replacement in
theaccountants’“kinetic list”(the
mobile assets)was takenby thenew
three-cylinder PacificNo. 71000
DukeofGloucester.Even then,much
ofPrincessAnnewas recycled, the
boiler became the third in thepool
of spares andmanyotherpartswere
salvaged.Theabove figures are
quoted fromJ.W.P. Rowledge, Loco
ProfileNo. 37, LMSPacifics.
No. 6023KingEdward IInever

appeared inBR’s experimental blue
livery as statedonpage19.Only four
Kings carried thisdarkblue, virtually
theoldGreat EasternPrussianBlue,
linedwith red, creamandgreyand
theywereNos. 6001,9,25and26.
All 30Kingswere repainted in the

earlyBR standardCaledonian light
bluewithblackandwhite lining in
1949until theBrunswickGreenwas
adoptedas standard in1952-53.

PeterDavis,Bristol.

What really happened to theHarrowdisaster locomotives
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ONEof the interestingthingsaboutBR
operationsandtrainspotting inparticular
wastheabilityofBRtodostrangethings;
that’swhatmadewatchingtrainsand
locomotivesso interesting!
Inyourpiece“Southern flavourboosts

SevernValleygalasuccess”in issue227,
youadvisedthatNo.41312“spent its
entire15-year lifeworking lifeonBR in
theSunnySouth”.
MyboxBrownie imageofNo.41312

atCreweWorksonMay5,1963says
otherwise. It seemsstrangethata
locomotiveallocatedtoBrightonshould
besentso far to receiveanoverhaul.
IwouldputmoneyonCrewe(North)
sending iton local turns toNorthwich
andManchester (Mayfield)while itwas
running in!
Yes, IdidgodowntotheSVRfora ride

behind it.Thanks forgreatcoverage.
JohnHobbs,Warrington

An Ivatt tank a long
way from home

Ivatt 2-6-2TNo. 41312atCreweworks inMay1963. JOHNHOBBS

IN RESPONSE toMrMartin’s letter
in issue226, theMuseumofScience
& Industry,Manchester, at the
historic LiverpoolRoad terminus
of theLiverpool&Manchester
Railway, hasbeen re-creatingpre-
Victorian railway travel of the1830s,
using the replicaPlanet locomotive
for 25years.
The replicawasbuilt by the

Friendsof theMuseumbetween
1986and1992, in aproject led
byDrMichael Bailey. Running-
in trialswereheldat theGreat
Central Railwayat Loughborough
and theEast LancashireRailway.
Runningwithapair of replica1830s
Liverpool&ManchesterRailway
second-class coaches,Planetand its
train runeveryweekendandduring
the school holidaysprovidinga
glimpseofwhat itwas like to travel
by rail in those far-off pioneerdays
of railways.
Theoriginal titularmemberof

the classwason thedrawingboard
in June1830and is theprogenitor
of all steam locomotivesbuilt for
thenext140years: amulti-tubular
boilerwitha smokeboxatoneend
anda separate firebox setwithin
theboiler shell at theopposite end
–adesignwhich first appearedon
the‘Northumbrian’locomotive.The
cylinders are setnearlyhorizontally
under the smokebox, drivinga

crankeddrivingaxle.Whilst the
original useda50psi boiler, the
replicauses anall-weldedboiler
pressed to100psi so that an injector
canbeused.The replicaofPlanet
was the firstmain line steam
locomotive tobebuilt inBritain
since1960.
Over40Planet-type locomotives

(eitherPlanetor thederivative
0-4-0Samsonclass)werebuilt for
Britainor exportoverseas: the first
locomotives to run inGermanyand
Austriawereof thePlanet type.The
replicaPlanethasvisited theGreat
Central andNorthYorkshireMoors
Railways, ShildonandBeamish
Museum.Recently it appeared in
the ITV seriesVictoria andalsoas
Ixion in the filmMrTurner.
Despite the lossof themain line

connectionandagood two-thirds
of the running lineatMOSIbecause
of the controversialOrdsall Chord,
steamcontinues to runat the
museumeveryweekendandat
schoolholidays, to thedelight
of youngandold.Agroupof
volunteers at themuseumareeven
contemplatingaworking replicaof
Stephenson largeSamson-type
0-4-2 luggageengine, as
represented inpreservationby Lion.

AnthonyDawson,
railwayvolunteer (fireman),

MOSI,Manchester.

A regular re-creation of
pre-Victorian steam
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BRIAN SHARPE’S FULL LISTING OF OPERATIONAL LINES AND MUSEUMVENUES

SOUTH EAST
AmberleyMuseum&
Heritage Centre
Narrow gauge, ¼ mile.
Arundel, West Sussex.
Tel: 01798 831370.
Running: Wed - Sun +May 29, 30.
Bluebell Railway
Standard gauge, 11 miles, footplate
experience, wine and dine.
Sheffield Park, East Sussex TN22 2QL.
Tel: 01825 720800.
Engines: 263, 178, 323, 592, 65, 1054, 847,
30541, 73082.
Running: Daily.
East Kent Railway
Standard gauge, two miles,
Shepherdswell, Dover.
Tel: 01304 832042.
Running: Suns + B/H.
Eastleigh Lakeside Railway
Narrow gauge, 1¼miles,
footplate experience.
Running: W/Es + sch hols.
HastingsMiniature Railway
Narrow gauge, 600 yards,
Rock-a-Nore Road, Hastings, East Sussex.
Running: W/Es + sch hols.
Hayling Seaside Railway
Narrow gauge, one mile.
Hayling Island, Hants.
Running: W/Es, Weds + sch hols.
Isle ofWight Steam Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.
Havenstreet, Isle of Wight.
Tel: 01983 882204.
Engines: 8, 11, 24, 41298.
Running: Sun, Tues-Thurs. Daily from
May 27.

Kempton Steam Railway
Narrow gauge, ½ mile, Hanworth.
Tel: 01932 765328.
Running: Suns.
Kent & East Sussex Railway
Standard gauge, 10½miles,
footplate experience, wine and dine.
Tenterden, Kent. Tel: 01580 765155.
Engines: 32670, 30065, 1638, 7822.
Running: W/Es, B/H + Tues - Thurs.
Lavender Line
Standard gauge, one mile, footplate
experience, wine and dine. Isfield,
East Sussex. Tel: 01825 750515.
Running: Suns.
Mid Hants Railway
Standard gauge, 10 miles, footplate
experience, wine and dine.
Alresford, Hants SO24 9JG.
Tel: 01962 733810.
Engines: 45379, 92212, 41312, 76017.
Running: W/Es, Tues - Thur + May 26, 29.
Romney, Hythe &Dymchurch
Railway
Narrow gauge, 13½miles, footplate
experience. New Romney, Kent.
Tel: 01797 362353. Running: Daily.
Royal Victoria Railway
Narrow gauge, one mile.
Netley, Southampton.
Tel: 02380 456246.
Running: W/Es + sch hols.
Sittingbourne & Kemsley
Railway
Narrow gauge, 1¾miles.
Sittingbourne, Kent.
Tel: 01795 424899.
Running: Suns + B/H.

Spa Valley Railway
Standard gauge, five miles, footplate
experience. Tunbridge Wells, Kent.
Tel: 01892 537715.
Running: W/Es + May 25, 29-31, Jun 1.

SOUTHWEST
Avon Valley Railway
Standard gauge, three miles, footplate
experience, wine and dine. Bitton, Bristol.
Tel: 0117 932 7296.
Running: Suns, Weds + May 13, 20, 27,
29, 30, Jun 1.
Bodmin &Wenford Railway
Standard gauge, 6½miles, footplate
experience, wine and dine. Bodmin,
Cornwall. Tel: 01208 73666.
Engines: 60163, 4612, 30587.
Running: W/Es, Tues, Weds. Daily from
May 16.
Dartmoor Railway
Standard gauge, seven miles.
Okehampton, Devon.
Tel: 01837 55164.
Running: TBA.
Dartmouth Steam Railway
Standard gauge, seven miles,
wine and dine. Paignton, Devon.
Tel: 01803 555872.
Engines: 7827, 4277, 75014.
Running: Daily.
Devon Railway Centre
Narrow gauge, ½ mile. Bickleigh, Devon.
Tel: 01884 855671.
Running: Wed - Sun +May 29, 30.
East Somerset Railway
Standard gauge, two miles. Cranmore,

Sentinel 0-4-0VBTWilliamheadsa freight trainduring theElsecarHeritageRailwaySentinel galaonMarch25. JAMES KINDRED

The information in this list was correct at the timeof going to press.We strongly advise that you confirm
detailswith the railway concerned.

Somerset. Tel: 01749 880417.
Engine: 46447.
Running: W/Es + May 29, 31.
Gartell Light Railway
Narrow gauge, half mile. Common Lane,
Yenston, Templecombe, Somerset BA8
0NB. Tel. 01963 370752
www.newglr.weebly.com
Running: May 29.
Helston Railway
Standard gauge. Helston, Cornwall.
Tel: 07875 481380.
Running: Thur, Sun + B/HMon.
Lynton & Barnstaple Railway
Narrow gauge, one mile. Woody Bay,
north Devon. Tel: 01598 763487.
Running: Daily except May Fris + 8, 15,
12.
Moors Valley Railway
Narrow gauge, one mile.
Ringwood, Hants.
Tel: 01425 471415.
Running: W/Es + sch hols.
PlymValley Railway
Standard gauge, 1½miles.
Marsh Mills, Plymouth.
Running: Suns.
Seaton Tramway
Narrow gauge, three miles. Harbour Road,
Seaton, Devon. Tel: 01297 20375.
Running: Daily.
Somerset & Dorset Railway
Standard gauge, half mile,
Midsomer Norton station, Silver Street
BA3 2EY.
Tel: 01761 411221 (Sun, Mon).
Open Sun, Mon.
Running: May 14.

UP & RUNNING
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South Devon Railway
Standard gauge, seven miles, footplate
experience, wine and dine. Buckfastleigh,
Devon. Tel: 01364 644370.
Engines: 3205, 1369, 5542.
Running: Daily.
Swanage Railway
Standard gauge, six miles, footplate
experience, wine and dine.
Swanage, Dorset. Tel: 01929 425800.
Engines: 31806, 34070, 80104.
Running: Daily.
Swindon & Cricklade Railway
Standard gauge, three miles,
footplate experience.
Blunsdon, Wiltshire.
Tel: 01793 771615.
Running: W/Es + B/H.
West Somerset Railway
Standard gauge, 20 miles,
footplate experience, wine and dine.
Minehead, Somerset TA24 5BG.
Tel: 01643 704996.
Engines: 44422, 53808, 53809, 6960.
Running: Daily except May 8, 12, 15.

EAST ANGLIA
Bressingham SteamMuseum
Narrow gauge, one mile. Diss, Norfolk.
Tel: 01379 686900. Engine: 662
Running: Daily.
Bure Valley Railway
Narrow gauge, nine miles,
footplate experience.
Aylsham, Norfolk.
Tel: 01263 733858.
Running: Daily.
Colne Valley Railway
Standard gauge, one mile,
footplate experience, wine and dine.
Castle Hedingham, Essex.
Tel: 01787 461174.
Running: Suns + May 29, 31.
East Anglian RailwayMuseum
Standard gauge, ¼ mile. Wakes Colne,
Essex. Tel: 01206 242524.
Running: May 28, 29.
Mangapps Railway
Standard gauge, one mile.
near Burnham-on-Crouch, Essex.
Tel: 01621 784898.

TheLeightonBuzzardRailway’sOrenstein&Koppel 0-6-0WTPedemouraentered regularpassenger serviceonApril 8.MALCOLMRANIERI

Running: W/Es + B/H.
Mid-Norfolk Railway
Standard gauge, 11½miles, footplate
experience. Dereham, Norfolk.
Tel: 01362 690633. Engine: 9466.
Running: W/Es, Weds + B/H.
Mid-Suffolk Light Railway
Standard gauge, ½ mile.
Brockford, Suffolk.
Running: Suns + B/HMon.
Nene Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 7½miles,
footplate experience. Wansford,
Peterborough, Cambs.
Tel: 01780 784444. Engines: 34081, 46100.
Running: W/Es, Weds + May 29, 30.
North Norfolk Railway
Standard gauge, 5½miles, footplate
experience. Sheringham, Norfolk
NR26 8RA. Tel: 01263 820800.
Engines: 564, 8572, 92203, 76084.
Running: Daily.
Wells &Walsingham Railway
Narrow gauge, four miles.
Wells-next-the-Sea, Norfolk.
Tel: 01328 711630
Running: Daily.
Whitwell & ReephamRailway
Standard gauge, ¼ mile.
Reepham, Norfolk. Tel: 01603 871694.
Running: W/Es, steam first Sun.

HOME COUNTIES
Buckinghamshire Railway
Centre
Standard gauge, ¼ mile, footplate
experience. Quainton Road, Bucks.
Tel: 01296 655720.
Engine: 30585, Met 1, 30120.
Open: Tues - Thurs.
Running: Suns + May 29, 31.
Chinnor & Princes
Risborough Railway
Standard gauge, 3½miles. Chinnor, Oxon.
Tel: 01844 353535.
Running: W/Es + B/H.
Cholsey &Wallingford
Railway
Standard gauge, 2½miles. Wallingford,
Oxon. Tel: 01491 835067.
Running: May 28, 29.

Didcot Railway Centre
Standard gauge, footplate experience.
Didcot, Oxon.
Tel: 01235 817200.
Engines: 93, 6023, 4144.
Open: W/Es + Apr 10-21.
Running: W/Es + B/H.
Epping Ongar Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.
Ongar, Essex.
Tel: 01277 365200.
Running: W/Es + B/H +May 31.
Leighton Buzzard Railway
Narrow gauge, 2¾miles.
Leighton Buzzard, Beds.
Tel: 01525 373888.
Running: Suns + May 29.

MIDLANDS
Amerton Railway
Narrow gauge, one mile.
Stowe-by-Chartley, Staffs.
Tel: 01785 850965.
Running: W/Es + May 29 - Jun 2.
Apedale Valley Railway
Narrow gauge, ½ mile. Apedale,
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs.
Tel: 0845 094 1953.
Running: Sats + May 14, 28, 29.
BarrowHill Roundhouse
Standard gauge, ¼ mile. Chesterfield,
Derbyshire. Tel: 01246 472450.
Running: May 18-20.
Battlefield Line Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.
Shackerstone, Leics.
Tel: 01827 880754. Engine: 30120.
Running: W/Es + May 29-31.
Chasewater Railway
Standard gauge, two miles. Walsall,
West Midlands. Tel: 01543 452623.
Running: W/Es + B/H.
Churnet Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 5¼miles,
footplate experience, wine and dine.
Cheddleton, Staffs.
Tel: 01538 750755. Engines: 6046, 5197.
Running: W/Es + May 29, 31.
Dean Forest Railway
Standard gauge, 4¼miles, footplate
experience, wine and dine.

Norchard, Lydney, Glos.
Tel: 01594 845840. Engine: 5541.
Running: W/Es, Weds + B/H.
Ecclesbourne Valley Railway
Standard gauge, eight miles.
Wirksworth, Derbyshire.
Tel: 01629 823076. Engine: 47406.
Running: W/Es, Tues + B/H.
EveshamVale Railway
Narrow gauge, 1¼mile.
A46 north of Evesham, Worcs.
Tel: 01386 422282.
Running: W/Es + May 29 - Jun 2.
Foxfield Railway
Standard gauge, 5½miles.
Blythe Bridge, Staffs.
Running: Suns + May 20, 27, 29, 31.
Gloucestershire
Warwickshire Railway
Standard gauge, 12 miles, footplate
experience. Toddington, Glos.
Tel: 01242 621405.
Engines: 2807, 4270, 35006, 7903, 6046,
45305, 1450.
Running: W/Es, B/H + Tues-Thurs.
Great Central Railway
Standard gauge, eight miles.
Loughborough, Leics LE11 1RW.
Tel: 01509 632323. Engines: 48624, 46521,
92214, 45305, 777, 6990, 78018, 70013.
Running: W/Es + May 29-31.
Great Central Railway
Nottingham
Standard gauge, four miles.
Ruddington, Notts.
Tel: 0115 940 570. Engine: 8274
Running: W/Es + B/H.
Midland Railway – Butterley
Standard gauge, 3½miles,
footplate experience, wine and dine.
Ripley, Derbyshire.
Tel: 01773 570140. Engine: 5619
Running: W/Es + May 29 - Jun 2.
Northampton & Lamport
Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.
Pitsford, Northants. Tel: 01604 820327.
Running: Suns + B/H.
Peak Rail
Standard gauge, four miles.
Matlock, Derbyshire. Tel: 01629 580381.
Running: W/Es, Weds + May 29-31.

UP & RUNNING
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NorthBritish0-4-0DMNo.27414arrives at LawleyVillageon theTelfordSteamRailwayonApril 15with its first everpassenger train inpreservation, havingbeen fitted
withaneight-cylinderRolls Roycepowerunit thatwasoriginally a standbygenerator at ahospital inCork, Ireland. ALISTAIR GRIEVE

UP & RUNNING

Perrygrove Railway
Narrow gauge. B4228, Coleford, Glos.
Tel: 01594 834991.
Running: W/Es + B/H.
Rocks by Rail
Standard gauge, ¼ mile.
Cottesmore, Rutland.
Open: Tues, Thur, Sun.
Running: May 21, 29.
Rudyard Lake Railway
Narrow gauge, 1½miles.
Leek, Staffs. Tel: 01995 672280.
Running: Fri-Sun +May 29 - Jun 1.
Rushden Transport Museum
Standard gauge, ¼ mile.
Open: W/Es. Running: May 20, 21.
Severn Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 16 miles,
footplate experience.
Kidderminster, Worcs DY10 1QR.
Tel: 01562 757900.
Engines: 1501, 7812, 2857, 43106, 1450,
34027, 34053, 7802, 813, 7714.
Running: Daily.
Steeple Grange Light Railway
Narrow gauge, ½ mile, footplate
experience.
Wirksworth, Derbyshire.
Running: Suns + B/H.
Telford Steam Railway
Standard gauge, one mile, footplate
experience. Telford, Shropshire.
Email: sec@telfordsteamrailway.co.uk
Tel: 01952 503880.
Running: Suns + B/HMon.

NORTHWEST
East Lancashire Railway
Standard gauge, 12 miles, footplate
experience. Bury, Lancs.
Tel: 01617 647790.
Engines: 13065, 52322, 34092.
Running: Wed - Sun + B/H.
Eden Valley Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.
Warcop, off A66, Cumbria CA16 6PR
01768 342309.

www.evr-cumbria.org.uk
Running: Suns.
Heaton Park Tramway
Standard gauge, ½ mile. Manchester.
Running: Suns pm.
Isle of Man Steam Railway
Narrow gauge, 15½miles.
Douglas, Isle of Man. Tel: 01624 662525.
Running: Daily.
Lakeside &Haverthwaite
Railway
Standard gauge, 3½miles.
near Ulverston, Cumbria.
Tel: 01539 531594. Engines: 42073, 42085.
Running: Daily.
Ravenglass & Eskdale Railway
Narrow gauge, seven miles.
Ravenglass, Cumbria.
Tel: 01229 717171.
Running: Daily.
Ribble Steam Railway
Standard gauge, one mile.
Preston, Lancs.
Tel: 01772 728800.
Running: W/Es + B/H.
Stainmore Railway
Standard gauge, ½ mile.
Kirkby Stephen East Station,
Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria CA17 4LA.
Open: W/Es.
Running: Jun 24, 25.
West Lancashire Light
Railway
Narrow gauge. Hesketh Bank, Lancs.
Tel: 01772 815881.
Running: Suns + B/H.

NORTH EAST
Aln Valley Railway
Standard gauge, ½ mile.
Lionheart station, Alnwick,
Northumberland.
Running: Suns + B/H.
Appleby FrodinghamRailway
Preservation Society
Standard gauge, 15 miles.
British Steel Steelworks, Scunthorpe.

Tel: 01652 657053.
Running: May 20.
Bowes Railway
Standard gauge, one mile.
Springwell, Tyne & Wear.
Tel: 01914 161847.
Open: May 6, 7, 16.
Cleethorpes Coast Light
Railway
Narrow gauge, two miles.
Cleethorpes, North East Lincolnshire.
Tel: 01472 604657.
Running: Daily.
Derwent Valley Railway
Standard gauge, ½ mile. Murton Park,
Layerthorpe, York.
Tel: 01904 489966.
Running: Suns + B/HMon.
Elsecar Railway
Standard gauge, one mile. Footplate
experience.
Elsecar, South Yorks.
Tel: 01226 746746. Open: Daily.
Running: Suns.
Embsay & Bolton Abbey
Steam Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.
Embsay, North Yorks.
Engine: 5643.
Running: W/Es, Tues + May 29 - Jun 2.
Keighley &Worth Valley
Railway
Standard gauge, five miles, footplate
experience, wine and dine.
Keighley, West Yorks BD22 8NJ.
Tel: 01535 645214.
Engines: 43924, 1054, 5820, 75078, 85,
90733.
Running: Daily.
Kirklees Light Railway
Narrow gauge, four miles. Huddersfield,
West Yorks. Tel: 01484 865727.
Running: W/Es + May 29 - Jun 2.
LincolnshireWolds Railway
Standard gauge, 1½miles.
Ludborough, Lincolnshire.
Tel: 01507 363881.
Running: May 13, 14, 28, 29.

Middleton Railway
Standard gauge, 1½miles.
Hunslet, Leeds.
Tel: 0113 271 0320.
Engine: 1310.
Running: W/Es + B/HMon.
North Tyneside Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.
North Shields.
Tel: 0191 200 7106
Running: W/Es + B/HMon.
North YorkshireMoors
Railway
Standard gauge, 18 miles, wine and dine.
Grosmont, North Yorks.
Tel: 01751 472508.
Engines: 45428, 76079, 80136, 44806,
63395, 61264.
Running: Daily.
South Tynedale Railway
Narrow gauge, 3½miles.
Alston, Cumbria.
Tel: 01434 382828/381696.
Running: W/Es, Tues, Thurs + B/H.
Tanfield Railway
Standard gauge, three miles.
near Gateshead, Tyne and Wear.
Tel: 01913 887545.
Running: Suns + B/H.
Weardale Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.
Stanhope, Bishop Auckland, Co Durham.
Tel: 01388 526203.
Running: W/Es, B/H +May 31.
Wensleydale Railway
Standard gauge, 22 miles. Leeming Bar,
North Yorkshire. Tel: 0845 450 5474.
Engine: 69023.
Running: W/Es, Tues, Weds + May 26, 29.

WALES
Bala Lake Railway
Narrow gauge, 4½miles.
Llanuwchllyn, Gwynedd.
Tel: 01678 540666.
Running: W/Es, Tues-Thurs + May 29 -
Jun 2.
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Barry Tourist Railway
Standard gauge, two miles. Barry Island,
Glamorgan. Tel: 01446 748816.
Running: May 27-29.
BreconMountain Railway
Narrow gauge, 3½miles. Merthyr Tydfil,
Glamorgan. Tel: 01685 722988.
Running: W/Es, Tues-Thurs + May 29 -
Jun 2.
Cambrian Heritage Railways
Standard gauge, ¾ mile. Llynclys station
& Oswestry station (museum open Tues-
Sun). Tel: 01691 728131.
Running: W/Es + B/H (Llynclys), May 7,
13, 28, 29 (both).
Corris Railway
Narrow gauge, ¾ mile.
Corris, Machynlleth. Tel: 01654 761303.
Running: Suns + B/H.
Fairbourne Railway
Narrow gauge, two miles. Fairbourne,
Gwynedd. Tel: 01341 250362.
Running: W/es, Tues - Thurs + May 29,
Jun 2.
Ffestiniog Railway
Narrow gauge, 15 miles, Porthmadog,
Gwynedd. Tel: 01766 516000.
Running: Daily.
Gwili Railway
Standard gauge, 2.5 miles.
Bronwydd Arms, Carmarthenshire.
Tel: 01267 238213.
Running: Sun, wed, Thur + May 6, 13,
23, 27, 30.
Llanberis Lake Railway
Narrow gauge, three miles. Llanberis,
Gwynedd. Tel: 01286 870549.
Running: Daily except May 6, 13, 20.
Llangollen Railway
Standard gauge, 10 miles, footplate
experience, wine and dine.
Llangollen, Denbighshire.
Tel: 01978 860979.
Engines: 5199, 80072, 45337.
Running: Daily.
Pontypool & Blaenavon
Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.
Blaenavon, Torfaen. Tel: 01495 792263.
Running: W/Es + B/H.
Rhyl Miniature Railway
Narrow gauge. Rhyl, North Wales.
Running: W/Es + B/H.

Beamish
County Durham. The Living Museum
of the North. Open: Daily.

Col Stephens RailwayMuseum
Tenterden Station, Kent. Open: W/Es.
Tel: 01580 765155.

Conwy Valley RailwayMuseum
Betws-y-Coed, Conwy. Open: Daily.
Tel: 01690 710568.

Crewe Heritage Centre
Vernon Way, Crewe. Open: W/Es + B/H.
Tel: 01270 212130.

Head of Steam
North Road Station, Darlington.
Open: Tues-Sun. Tel: 01325 460532.

MuseumOf Scottish Railways
Bo’ness. Open: Daily. Tel: 01506 825855.

Irchester NarrowGauge
RailwayMuseum
Near Wellingborough, Northants.
Open: Suns. Tel: 01604 675368.

Kidderminster Railway
Museum
Kidderminster, Worcs. Open: SVR
operating days. Tel: 01562 825316.

Locomotion: The National
RailwayMuseum, Shildon
Co Durham. Open: Daily.
Tel: 01388 777999.

London Transport Museum
Covent Garden Piazza.
Open: Daily.
Tel: 0207 379 6344.

Manchester Museum of
Science & Industry
Castlefield, Manchester.
Open: Daily. Tel: 0161 832 2244.

Monkwearmouth Station
Museum
Sunderland, County Durham.
Open: Daily. Tel: 01915 677075.

National RailwayMuseum
Leeman Road, York. Open: Daily.
Tel: 01904 621261.

Penrhyn Castle Industrial
RailwayMuseum
Bangor, Gwynedd.
Open: Daily.

Rail Story
Ingrow, West Yorks. Open: Daily.
Tel: 01535 680425.

Shillingstone Station
Shillingstone, Dorset. Open: Sat, Sun
and Wed. Tel: 01258 860696.

Somerset & Dorset Railway
Trust
Washford, Somerset. Open: Weekends.
Tel: 01984 640869.

STEAM –Museum of the GWR
Swindon, Wilts. Open: Daily.
Tel: 01793 466646.

St Albans South Signalbox &
Museum
St Albans City station. Tel: 01727 863131.

Ulster Folk & Transport
Museum
Cultra, Co Down. Open: Tues-Sun.

West Cumberland Railway
Museum
St Bees, Cumbria. Open: Monthly,
dates as per Facebook entry or email
petergrooke@btinternet.com

Yeovil Railway Centre
Yeovil Junction, Somerset.

RailwayMuseums

DelticNo. 55022RoyalScotsGrey runningasNo. 55018Ballymoss,arrivesatWansfordduring theNeneValleyRailwaydiesel
galaonApril 9.BEN COLLIER

SnowdonMountain Railway
Narrow gauge, 4½miles.
Llanberis, Gwynedd. Tel: 01286 870223.
Running: Daily.
Talyllyn Railway
Narrow gauge, 7½miles, footplate
experience. Tywyn, Gwynedd.
Tel: 01654 710472.
Running: Daily.
Vale of Rheidol Railway
Narrow gauge, 11¾miles.
Aberystwyth, Ceredigion.
Tel: 01970 625819.
Engines, 8, 9.
Running: Daily.
Welsh Highland Heritage
Railway
Narrow gauge, one mile.
Porthmadog, Gwynedd.
Tel: 01766 513402.
Running: W/Es, B/H + Tues-Thurs.
Welsh Highland Railway
Narrow gauge, 26 miles.
Caernarfon, Gwynedd.
Tel: 01766 516000.
Running: Daily.
Welshpool & Llanfair Light
Railway
Narrow gauge, eight miles.
Llanfair Caereinion, Mid-Wales.
Tel: 01938 810441.
Engines: 822, 823.
Running: W/Es, B/H + Tues-Thurs.

SCOTLAND
Almond Valley Railway
Narrow gauge, ¼ mile. Livingston,
West Lothian.
Tel: 01506 414957.
Running: W/Es, B/H + sch hols.
Bo’ness & Kinneil Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.
Bo’ness, West Lothian.
Tel: 01506 822298.
Running: W/Es + Tues.
Caledonian Railway
Standard gauge, four miles.
Brechin, Angus.
Tel: 01356 622992.
Running: Apr 16.
Keith & Dufftown Railway
Standard gauge, 11 miles.

Dufftown, Banffshire.
Running: W/Es + B/H.
Leadhills &Wanlockhead
Railway
Narrow gauge, one mile. Leadhills,
South Lanarkshire.
Tel: 0141 556 1061.
Running: W/Es.
Royal Deeside Railway
Standard gauge, one mile.
Milton of Crathes,
Kincardineshire.
Running: W/Es.
Ayrshire Railway Centre
Standard gauge, 1⁄3 mile.
Dunaskin, Dalmellington Road (A713),
Waterside, Ayrshire.
Running: May 28, 29.
Strathspey Railway
Standard gauge, 10 miles.
Aviemore, Inverness-shire.
Tel: 01479 810725. Engines: 828, 46512.
Running: W/Es, Wed, Thur.

IRELAND
Cavan & Leitrim Railway
Narrow gauge, ½ mile.
Dromod, County Leitrim.
Tel: 00353 71 9638599.
Running: TBA.
Downpatrick & County Down
Railway
Standard gauge, four miles.
Downpatrick,
County Down.
Running: May 29.
Giant’s Causeway & Bushmills
Railway
Narrow gauge, two miles.
Bushmills, County Antrim.
Tel: 0282 073 2844.
Running: W/Es + B/H.
Waterford & Suir Valley
Railway
Narrow gauge, two miles.
Kilmeadan,
County Waterford.
Running: Daily.
West Clare Railway
Narrow gauge.
Moyasta Junction, Co Clare.
Open: Daily.

UP & RUNNING
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Forbookingsor to findoutmorevisitwww.egtonstation.co.ukorcallYorkshireCottageson01228406701

Station House
EgtonBridgenearWhitby,NorthYorkMoors
StationHouse located inEgtonBridge
in theheartof theNorthYorkMoors
hasbeen lovingly restored toprovide
abeautiful holidayhome ina fabulous
location.
Thepropertyhas thebenefit

of ampleprivateparkinganda
gardenand is situated less than100
metres fromawell regardedbar
and restaurant, inoneofYorkshire’s
mostbeautiful villagesandononeof
England’smostpicturesque railways.
Averyquiet line, youwill bevisited

by five trainseachway, eachday
(subject to seasonal change,please
check timetable) stopping topickup
anddropoffwalkers as theynavigate
theirwayalong thecoast to coastwalk,
whichpasses through thevillage.
In summer steamtrainswill pass,

makinga spectacular sight fromyour
lounge.Thenext stationalong is
Grosmont, part of theaward-winning
NorthYorkshireMoors railway,where
youcancatch steamorheritagediesel
trainson route toWhitbyorPickering,
or simplyenjoy theperiod station

facilities andvillagecafes.Arriveon
holidayby trainor justpark your car
fromdayoneandvisit themoorsby
train for awonderful holiday in the
middleofHeartbeat country.
The freshwaterRiverEskmeanders

throughthevillage,whereyoucan
crossby its famoussteppingstoneson
routetoviewanotherof thevillage’s
attractions, its trees, includinggiant
Redwoods.EgtonBridgealsoboasts
StHedda’schurch, thecathedralof the
moorsand is famous for itsblackgrouse
andquoits.WithWhitby justninemiles
away,at theendof the line,youcanbe
assuredofaholidaytoremember.

Facilities
Alloil,electric,bedlinenandtowels
included.Fuel foropenfireavailable
locally.Travelcotandhighchairavailable.
Wi-Fi.Welcomepack.

Miscellaneous
Enclosedlawnedgardenwithsitting-out
areaandgardenfurniture.Twodogs
welcome.Bikestore.Privateparking.

WEB WATCH
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Catch up with the latest
news, views and great
features every four weeks.

Issue 229 is out on
June 2, 2017.

KEY■Major or featured galas
■ Diesel and/or electric galas
■ Thomas and family event

The anniversaries
keep on coming
WHILE themaingala seasonwinds
downslightly in late spring, various
railways continue tocelebrate
anniversariesofopeningor reopening
with theRomneyHythe&Dymchurch
Railwaycommemorating90yearsof
continuousoperation since its opening
and theNeneValleyRailwaycelebrating
40years since its reopening.
TheBluebell Railway’sbranch line

weekendwill seeno less than five
SECRengines running together for
the first timeand theGloucestershire
WarwickshireRailway isdue to stage
its traditional CotswoldFestival of
Steamover the late springbank
holidayweekend.
HeritageRailwaywill be covering

all theseandother eventsover the
comingmonth.

Transport
27-29:GloucestershireWarwickshire
Railway:CotswoldFestivalofSteam■
TheCotswoldFestival of Steamhasa themeof
‘UnsungHeroes’andwill giveopportunities to
travel over the full lengthof the railway from
CheltenhamRacecourse toToddington, as
well asup thebranch line toLaverton,
halfwayalong theextension toBroadway.
The railway’shome fleetof five locomotives

will bebolsteredbyanexpected four visitors
makingnine locomotives– includingaUnited
StatesArmyTransportationCorpsS1602-8-0
No. 6046, LMS‘BlackFive’4-6-0No. 45305and
GWR0-4-2TNo. 1450whichwill beworking
withanauto-trailer fromToddington towards
Broadway.

27-29: IsleofWightSteamRailway:
MaySpringGala■
This eventwill givea rareopportunity to
see threeof the railway’s steamengines in
operationandwill be loosely themedon
theMerstone toVentnorWestbranch.The
push-pull setwill beoperatingon itsownwith
asmuch rolling stock inuseaspossible and

trips round the sidings.

27-29: East LancashireRailway:1940s
Weekend

27-29: Embsay&BoltonAbbey
Railway:BranchlineWeekend

27-29: FairbourneRailway: SteamGala

28,29: LincolnshireWoldsRailway:
SteamPunkWeekend

June
1:TalyllynRailway:PeterSam’sParty■

1-4:NeneValleyRailway:40th
Anniversary■
Celebrating the40thanniversaryof the
reopeningof the line in1977, the star
attraction for this eventwill beLMS4-6-0
No. 46100RoyalScot.

2-4:GreatCentralRailway:1940s
WartimeWeekend

RAILWAYANA
May
13:TalismanRailwayana,
Templecombe

June
3:GreatCentralRailwayana,
StoneleighPark

SPECIAL EVENTS
May
4-7: SwanageRailway:DieselGala■
6:BalaLakeRailway:MaidMarian50
Years
13,14:ApedaleValleyRailway:
StanhopeCentenaryGala
13,14:Bluebell Railway:BranchLine
Weekend■
Following the successof thevisit byFlying
Scotsman, this eventwill seeno less than
fiveSECRengines inoperation, plus there
will alsobeavisit byLNWRCoalTank0-6-2T
No. 1054.

13,14:Bo’ness&Kinneil Railway:Day
OutWithThomas■
13,14:DeanForestRailway:Wartime
Weekend
13,14: EcclesbourneValleyRailway:
MultipleMemories■
13,14: Lynton&BarnstapleRailway:
SpringGala
13,14: SpaValleyRailway:DaysOut
withThomas■
13,14:RomneyHythe&Dymchurch
Railway:90thAnniversaryGala■
Acelebration in the railway’s 90thyear, of the
verybest the line canoffer.

Theeventwill feature themostunusual
timetableoperatedby the railway todateand
a90-mile challenge.No. 5Hercules, recently
back from intermediateoverhaul,will be
the starof the show,withall other available
locomotives andat leastonevisitingengine.
14: FoxfieldRailway:40thAnniversary
14,15:KirkleesLightRailway:DayOut
withThomas■
18-20:BarrowHill Roundhouse:Diesel
Gala■
18-20: SevernValleyRailway: Spring
Diesel Festival■
20Bodmin&WenfordRailway:Beattie
WellTankDay
20,21:Kent&EastSussexRailway:
1940sWeekend
20,21: SpaValleyRailway:DaysOut
withThomas■
21: IsleofWightSteamRailway: Isleof
WightFestivalofTransport
21:NeneValleyRailway:Thomas’Big
Adventure■
21:SevernValleyRailway:Mixed
TractionDay
26-29: SouthDevonRailway:ASixties
Celebration
27:Bodmin&WenfordRailway:T9Day
27,28:BalaLakeRailway: Festivalof

THE MONTH AHEAD

Robert Stephenson & Hawthorns Austerity 0-6-0ST No. 7139 of 1944, which
becameWDNo. 75189 and later WDNo. 152 Rennes on the Longmoor Military
Railway, is to run again for the first time since it was retired fromMountain
Ash colliery as NCB No. 8. On Saturday, May 13, it is being relaunched in its
LMS Prussian blue livery at its Dean Forest Railway home, joined over the
weekend by Hunslet Austerity 0-6-0STWDNo. 132 Sapper from the Avon
Valley Railway and GWR prairie No. 5541. The following weekend, May 20/21,
Rennes and Sapperwill be joined by a third Austerity 0-6-0ST, No. 75008
Swiftsure, from the East Lancashire Railway. DFR

LNERA3PacificNo. 60103FlyingScotsmanpassesOakworthon theKeighley&WorthValleyRailwayonApril 8.BRIAN SHARPE
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