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OVES to have the original route of the

Stockton & Darlington Railway designated

as a fully-fledged UNESCO World Heritage
Site have been started — and must succeed if the
label is to have any real kudos.

As reported in Headline News pages 6/7, local
MP Alan Strickland proposed the idea in a House
of Commons debate following the phenomenal
success of not only the S&DR200 Festival in
County Durham, but also that of the Railway 200
programme nationwide.

The Railway 200 year has restored pride in
Britain right across the board, enlightening
millions of people both at home and overseas
about the immense and positive part that Britain
played in sowing the seeds in 1825 for a global
transport revolution.

Hopetown Darlington has developed into one
of the finest multi-faceted railway museums to
be found anywhere and, as highlighted in issue
329, it won the Heritage Railway Association’s
Interpretation Award 2025, sponsored by
this magazine.

We reported last issue that more than 100,000
people turned out for the festival, and UNESCO
bestowing the coveted World Heritage Site
status could work miracles for the locality’s
tourist trade for decades to come.

Railway 200, however, goes far deeper. The
impact of the multitude of individual events has
reinvigorated the sector’s volunteer armies with
an increased willingness by ordinary people to
help out. At a time when daily news bulletins
are filled by depressingly negative reports of
politicians at endless loggerheads with their
opponents, Railway 200 has restored pride
in Britain. Despite our stumbling economy,
the heritage sector continues to blossom and

Write to us: Heritage Rarlway, Kelsey Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ.

Darlington is already World
Heritage Site in all but name

bloom, going from strength to strength: look, for
example, at the attendances at the magnificent
autumn galas covered in this issue.

The events on the S&DR in September 200
years ago were defining watershed moments,
but the steam railway revolution by no means
started there.

At the Ironbridge Gorge Museum’s Blists Hill
Victorian Town, a replica of the steam railway
ocomotive built by Cornish mining engineer
Richard Trevithick at Coalbrookdale in 1802 has
just started running in public again following
the successful completion of an 18-month
restoration programme. The original is
believed to have been the first steam-powered
locomotive to work on a track.

While Trevithick had built many stationary
engines to power tine and copper mine
engine houses in his native duchy, he came to
Shropshire to experiment with technology at
a far higher pressure. It worked — and in 1804,
Trevithick gave the first public display of a steam
railway locomotive on the Penydarren Tramroad,
near Merthyr Tydfil.

In the days before the advent of a national rail
network, let alone telephone, radio or television,
communication of its success took time to
filter through, let alone convince — and many
small steps had to be trodden before George
Stephenson produced and drove Locomotion
No.T across Skerne Bridge.

September 27, 1825, was still 21 years into the
future — a future that would never be the same
again after that. Indeed, this was a defining
moment in world heritage if ever there was one.

Good luck, Alan — we're behind you all the way.

RobinJones Editor

Heritagerailway.co.uk 3
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The David Buck Collection:

private railway treasure trove for sale

By Robin Jones

ONE of the UK's most distinctive
private railway collections assembled
over four decades by the late David
Buck is now being offered for

sale, representing an exceptional
opportunity for preservationists,
collectors, and heritage operators.

The collection, based near Windsor,
includes three operational steam
locomotives including the largest in
the UK, meticulously restored and
maintained for use on his dual-gauge
garden railway. It reflects a lifetime
of passion and commitment to
steam heritage by David, who died in
August 2024 at the age of 80.

At the heart of the collection is Hr1
No. 1016 Lady Patricia, a striking 5ft
gauge Pacific built by Tampella for
the Finnish State Railways in 1955.

Imported to the UK in the 1990s
and acquired by David in 2009, the
locomotive was restored to working
order in time for his daughter
Sophie’s wedding in 2013 before a
full overhaul was completed in 2023.

It remains the only operational
Finnish steam engine in the UK
and the largest working steam
locomotive in the country.

Named in honour of David’s wife,
it isa commanding presence and a
jewel of the collection.

The sale also includes:

B Peckett 0-4-0ST No. 1756 of 1928
Hornpipe, which was supplied to
Holborough Cement on the River
Medway in Kent. Preserved since

Peckett0-6-0StHornpipe.
BUCK COLLECTION
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Taller and wider than UK Pacifics including Flying Scotsman
and Mallard, Finnish Hr1 No. 1016 Lady Pacific in steam on

June 24,2023. ROBIN JONES

1972 and in David’s care since 1985,
it remains in excellent working
order with a current 10-year

boiler certificate.

B Aveling & Porter flywheel-driven
0-4-0 compound locomotive

No. 8880 of 1917 Sir Vincent, built for
Vickers in Kent. Essentially a traction
engine on rails and a rare survivor.
It was preserved in the 1960s and
restored and maintained by David
since 1993.

M Barclay 0-4-ODM 80hp diesel
shunter D352 built in 1941 for the

Ministry of Munitions and later used
in County Durham. It was restored in
2009 and remains fully operational.
B A range of rolling stock, including
a GWR Toad brake van in original
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arclay diesel shunter D352.
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condition, other brake vans and
wagons adapted for passenger use,
and an LMS/BR saloon.

B Track and infrastructure,
comprising about 30 panels of
standard gauge track, 16 panels

of 5ft gauge track for Lady Patricia,
points, sleepers, and a range of
workshop equipment.

“The collection has been lovingly
built and maintained by our
father over the past 40 years as
his lifetime passion,” said David’s
daughter, Sophie Bancroft.

“It brought joy not only to the Buck
family, but also to friends, charity
groups, and the local community.

“We have made the difficult
decision to offer the collection for
sale, in the hope that it finds a new
custodian who will continue to care
forand share the engines.”

David'’s dedication to railway
preservation was legendary. An
enthusiast from childhood, he went
on to establish a successful business
career which gave him the means
to acquire and restore these historic
locomotives.

In 1981, he bought a home with
12 acres of flat land near Windsor

: - g T}-;‘L!*ﬂ' ' : _ . 4: 1::; .::__ s
Aveling & Porter Sir Vincent running on the garden railway.
BUCK COLLECTION
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and set about building not just a
miniature line, but a standard gauge
private railway — a rarity in this
country.

His first locomotive, Hornpipe,
arrived in 1985, followed
by Sir Vincent, and later the
mighty Lady Patricia.

The family is inviting expressions of
interest for the locomotives, rolling
stock and associated equipment.
Initial interest has already been
shown by a potential buyer of Lady
Patricia, who plans to create a private
garden railway.

In addition to the core collection,
selected items of original
railwayana — including authentic
nameplates and station totems -
were offered by GW Railwayana
Auctions on November 15/16.

This is a truly unique offering,
combining industrial, geared,
mainline, and overseas-built steam
power —and it is exceptionally
rare for such a private, operational
collection to come to market.
=» For enquiries or to arrange a
viewing (by appointment only),
contact buckrailwaycollection@gmail.
com

Could the Stockton & Darlington become a new World Heritage Site?

AN MP launched a bid for the Stockton
& Darlington Railway to be madea
UNESCO World Heritage Site during a
debate in the House of Commons.

As reported in Heritage Railway
issue 338, more than 100,000 people
attended the S&DR bicentenary
celebrations around Darlington,
Shildon and Stockton during
September 26-28, with many
visitors travelling from abroad to
attend. Alan Strickland, Labour

6 Heritagerailway.co.uk

member for Newton Aycliffe and
Spennymoor,said: “| was proud to

welcome thousands of visitors to my
constituency to celebrate the 200th

anniversary of the S&DR, but we

want to build a permanent tourism

legacy.
“Will the Leader of the House

help me meet the relevant minister

to discuss whether we could put

forward this fantastic historicline to
be a UNESCO World Heritage site?”

Responding, the leader of the
House of Commons, Sir Alan
Campbell, said that the MP was
“absolutelyright to champion
such a worthy cause. As the house
will know, the S&DR was the first
public railway to use steam trains. |
will ensure that he gets a meeting
with the relevant minister to make
his case.”

S&DR200 festival director Niccy
Hallifax said: “We are incredibly

proud of this region and its
pioneering heritage. This celebration
was a fitting tribute to everything we
stand for and once again showcased
us to the world.”

Saved routes

Meanwhile, four S&DR inclines

have been removed from Historic
England’s Heritage at Risk Register
as the result of Durham Country
Council’s £7 million project to create

Pre-order Issue 340: Order your copy from mrtns.uk/pre-order-hr or call 01507 529529.




Duke of

Gloucester
Impresses
with first

public run

THE first public run of unique BR
Standard 8 Pacific No. 71000 Duke of
Gloucester since its overhaul, heading
the ‘Royal Scot’ from Crewe to Carlisle
on November 6, went faultlessly. It
was its first run over Shap in 18 years,
with modifications that owning group
the BR Class 8 Steam Locomotive
Trust believes designer Robert Riddles
would have made had he been
allowed the time on his prototype of
a planned class of 50. Sadly, the Duke
was withdrawn as the only unfinished
prototype before Riddles had the
chance to correct the faults that had
become apparent.

The performance on this run
certainly showed what a capable
locomotive it is now. Trust chairman
Trevor Tuckley said: “The smiles on
the faces of both the driver and
fireman on arrival at Carlisle, along
with their comments that it is an
excellent performing locomotive, said
it all.” The Duke reached the summit

g

No. 71000 Duke of Gloucester at Greenholme, storming Shap on November 6. DAVE WILSON

of Shap at 48mph with a load of 10
coaches and no diesel on the back.
During the climb, the coal pusher
was used and the Duke still blew off
at the safety valves. “During servicing
at Carlisle, one of the engineers said
he couldn’t stop it blowing off and
jokingly said he thought the only way
would be to put the fire out,” added

Trevor.The return trip was equally
faultless, and early indications showed
that No. 71000’s water and coal
consumption has improved.

The trust has begun initiatives to
raise the required significant funds to
ensure the future of the locomotive
and has appealed for more members;
see www.theduke.uk.com for details.

Fenchurch in first capital
return in a century?

LBSCR A1 Terrier’ 0-6-0T No. 72
Fenchurch returned to London on
November 8 when it starred as part
of the annual Lord Mayor’s Show
procession, marking possibly the
first time it has been back to the city
since 1898!

Built in 1872 and first allocated
to local workings out of London
Bridge and Victoria stations into the
surrounding boroughs, from which
many members of the class took
their names, Fenchurch was sold to
the Newhaven Harbour Company
in 1898 with almost 600,000 miles
to its name. Its light weight meant it
was able to traverse the swing bridge
between the NHC's east and west
quays, and it remained employed
there even after the company became
part of Southern Railways in 1926
and subsequent Nationalisation in
1948. It ended its days on the Hayling
Island branch.

Drawing huge crowds to witness
a three-mile-long parade of some
of the busiest inner-city streets, this

a 12-mile walking and cycling path
along part of the 26-mile route of the
original line.

Inclines were an essential part
of the first five miles of the S&DR
because the two ranges of hills at
Etherley and Brusselton were too
high for early locomotives to travel
over.George Stephenson installed
stationary engines to haul waggons
attached to ropes up the inclines.

Coun Tim McGuinness, the council’s
portfolio holder for rural, farming
and transport, said: “It's really fitting

year's event was a landmark as the first
Lady Mayor’s Show, with Dame Susan
Wilson DBE having been sworn in the
day before as only the third woman

to hold the position in more than 800
years, while also being the first to ever
hold the title Lady Mayor of London.

The procession contained exhibits,
floats, horses, musicians and vehicles
and more than 7000 participants from
around the world. Bluebell Railway-
based Fenchurch was collected and
transported throughout by Railway
Support Services. Its managing
director, Andrew Goodman, said: “This
was certainly one of the more unusual,
and certainly the most public, tasks
we have ever been called on to
undertake.

“The route is quite winding and
narrow in places, so we spent a day
making sure we could actually take it
around some of the bends.

“Everything went well on the day
and the public clearly enjoyed the
spectacle of a steam engine running
round city streets!

thatin this, the year the world has
celebrated 200 years of the S&DR and
passenger railways, we are ending

it with the announcement that our
work has allowed the inclines to

be removed from the risk register,
safeguarding these important parts
of our history for many more years

to come.”

New pathways

The walking and cycling route
starts at Phoenix Row, near Bishop
Auckland, and ends at the county
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Fenchurch pauses outside St Paul’s Cathedral on November 8 during the first-ever
Lady Mayor’s Parade. RAILWAY SUPPORT SERVICES

“l understand that Dame Susan
specifically asked for this locomotive
to be included in the show. The east
end of Fenchurch borders Aldgate
Ward, of which she was Alderman
in 2018. She then went on to serve
as Sheriff of the City of London for
2023/4. This was quite a challenging
task as the movement was all

border, just south of Newton Aycliffe.
A cycle hub with capacity to safely
store 30 bikes has also been built at
the Locomotion museum in Shildon.
The route is due for completion
next spring, when a new footbridge
is to be installed on the original
stone abutments of the historic
Gaunless Bridge, designed by
Stephenson in 1823 as one of the
first railway bridges constructed
of iron and the first to use aniron

truss. The overloaded bridge
was removed in 1901, stored,

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Kelsey Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ.

organised within two weeks. | am very
appreciative of Michael Bailey, City of
London Engineer, and James Vernon,
at TfL Bridges and Structures, for
ensuring the necessary approvals.
“I'm also appreciative of the
Bluebell Railway for asking us to
transport Fenchurch for this very
special occasion.”

and reassembled for the S&DR
centenary in 1925.

From 1975, it was on display in
the Leeman Road car park of the
National Railway Museum and again
dismantled in 2023 for re-erection
at Locomotion.

In February 2023, Historic England
gave the council £161,000 to repair
the abutments to carry a new
47-yard bridge deck. The planning
application for the new bridge

was approved by the council on
October 7.

Heritagerailway.co.uk ¢



Chinnor goes grand for second

steam gala with a Castle

By Owen Hayward

‘GO big or go home’ seemed to be
the motto for the Chinnor & Princes
Risborough Railway on October
31-November 2, when the line hosted
only its second-ever steam gala
which featured two of the largest
steam locomotives to ever grace the
GWR branch.

Once the domain of locomotives
such as the 1400 0-4-2Ts, 5700
0-6-0PTsand 6100 2-6-2T large
Prairies, in the heritage era the line
has welcomed a plethora of different
types.

Not having its own resident steam
locomotive means that the C&PRR
relies on seasonal hires. Until this
year, the largest locomotive to have
appeared there was WR 4-6-0 No. 7820
Dinmore Manor. That changed in
the spring when, in a break from its
tradition of hiring former Swindon
empire locomotives, USATC S160 2-8-0
No. 6046 arrived in the Chiltern Hills
on hire for the season.

Built in 1945 by the Baldwin
Locomotive Works in Philadelphia,
it was first shipped for use in France,
before later transferring into the
Hungarian State Railways. When

hl

>

Right: Sentinel No. 7109 Joyce (left) pauses the brake
van rides while USATC S160 No. 6046 departs Princes
Risborough for Chinnor on November 2.RICHARD MCVEIGH

Above: On October 31, No. 6695 passes Bledlow Cricket Club
with a lunchtime service to Chinnor. RICHARD MCVEIGH

withdrawn, it was intended to be
preserved as part of the Hungarian
National Collection, but an
administrative error saw it despatched
for scrapping. Thankfully, it was saved
by enthusiast Martin Haines, who
brought it to the UK. Later sold to
Greg Wilson in 2006, it was returned
to working order at the Churnet
Valley Railway in 2012, where it is now
normally based alongside classmates
Nos. 5197 and 3278 Franklin
D Roosevelt.

Although it missed out on the hire
of a GWR visitor for the duration
of the 2025 season, the C&PRR
welcomed two such locomotives to
the line for the gala weekend. Having
run for the majority of the year at
Didcot Railway Centre with a smaller
3500-gallon tender borrowed from
GWR 2-6-0 No. 5322, reflecting the
condition it appeared alongside A3
No.60103 Flying Scotsman at the 1925
British Empire Exhibition, GWR 4-6-0
No. 4079 Pendennis Castle brought
some express elegance to the line-up,
coupled to its own larger 4000-gallon
tender which had recently undergone
a repaint.

Fresh from repairs at the Avon
Valley Railway, GWR 0-6-2T No. 6695

P L
¥ - J'.iﬁ'f:-‘-l':_;._EF.'I{-

=

»
'._.". i i 7 r..
o el 5 g s rlj
Tetlo ke
a; ‘r- - { ¥ = @

(g T

GWR No. 4079 Pendennis Castle approaching the fixed distant as it climbs

d 5160

Chinnor Bankwith the second service of the day from Princes Risborough.

RICHARD MCVEIGH

showed just what these mid-sized
tank engines could do to support the
two larger locomotives. Unfortunately,
having run successfully for the first
two days, it was failed on the Saturday
evening and therefore missed the final
day of the gala.

The weekend also made use of the
railway’s newest resident sentinel
locomotive; in May this year, Sentinel
0-4-0VBGT No. 7109 Joyce departed
the Somerset & Dorset Railway at

Midsomer Norton and joined the
C&PRR resident fleet of locomotives.
While not able to work full line
service trains, it will regularly make
appearances giving brake van rides, a
duty it served at Princes Risborough
station throughout the three days.

Presently, the four-mile branch
affords itself to a one-train
operation only, but this enabled a
regular pattern of departures, with
locomotives being swapped at both
Chinnor and Princes Risborough
stations on Friday and Saturday, while
Sunday saw the Castle and S160
changing over at Chinnor following
the failure of No. 6695.

Press officer Andy Freeman said
the weekend had been incredibly
successful and that trains were very
well-loaded throughout, although he
did not have an exact passenger count
at the time this issue went to press.

No. 6046 will remain on the line
through the festive season before
returning to its Staffordshire home
in the new year. As such, the C&PRR
is looking for a locomotive to take it
through the 2026 operating season,
with hopes that will also include a
steam gala.

Unique GER‘Coffee Pot’ will return to home territory

GER‘Coffee Pot’0-4-0ST No. 229
wilbe displayed outside the front of

George and Robert Stephenson
were Freemasons, as were many

Titans of Steam event as part of
the Stockton & Darlington 200

directors of the GER, including Sir
Claude Hamilton, and the hotel was
built with two rooms for Masonic
Lodges to meet in. One of these, the
Grecian Room, is fully restored and
will host a gala event and dinner in
what is now the Andaz Hotel.

As reported in Heritage Railway
issue 338, 1876-built No. 229, the
sole survivor of the LNER Y5 class,
appeared at Hopetown Darlington’s

festival, steaming for the first
time, itis thought, since the 1960s.
Owner Bill Parker has held talks
with the Freemasonslodge and
confirmed that the locomotive will
be displayed for the event.

its parent company’s Liverpool Street
station on December 8/9 to both
mark Railway 200 and to raise money
for charity.

The Permanent Way Lodge of the
Freemasonsis holding a funraising
eventin the former Great Eastern
Hotel at Liverpool Street to raise
money for Great Ormond Street
Hospital and the Lifelites and The
Railway Children charities.

Right: GER 0-4-0ST No. 299 back at its
Flour Mill workshop home at Bream in
the Forest of Dean on October 28 after
its visit to Darlington. BILLPARKER
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Severn Beach Miniature
revival plans called oft

THE scheme to restore the Severn
Beach Miniature Railway, helping to
revive the ‘lost’ seaside resort near
Bristol, has halted in its tracks.

Lead project engineer Joe Nemeth,
a local resident, has pulled out of the
project, citing frustration with the
handling by South Gloucestershire
Council of planning issues since he
launched the scheme 18 months ago,
selling his own collection of vintage
vehicles and railwayana to fund it.

The first miniature line at Severn
Beach was opened in 1936 and ran
until the outbreak of the Second
World War in 1939, and then
afterwards in various guises until
1976. The era of Severn Beach as a
holiday and pleasure resort ended in
the mid-1970s.

Mr Nemeth, of Joe Nemeth
Engineering Ltd, has been designing,
building, installing and operating
miniature railways for more than
20 years.

With the aid of a team of volunteers,
he laid a new 10%-in line on the route

of the original one in Promenade
Gardens, with the aim to have it
running this year, as reported in
Heritage Railway issue 326.

However, the plans have hit a series
of unexpected delays in getting
planning permission. In a letter to
Pilning & Severn Beach Parish Council
dated November 3, he said: “It is with
a sad and heavy heart | write the
following: after careful consideration,
| now have no option other than to
withdraw from the Severn Beach
Miniature Railway project.

“I was transparent throughout the
whole project on how the line would
be built and how | would personally
fund it without burdening the
taxpayer.| even set up a community
group of volunteers, in which many
locals became involved.”

However, he said that issues with
South Gloucestershire Council were
“causing me so much stress and
anxiety it was making me ill.”

He said that the miniature line and
its stock would now be sold.

Historic Cumbrian bridges saved

TWO Cumbrian bridges have been
granted Grade ll-listed status by
English Heritage.

Cowran Bridge, Skellion Bridge and
Cowran Cutting were a part of the
biggest civil engineering project on
the Newcastle to Carlisle line, forming
the biggest railway cutting in the UK
when it opened in 1836.

In 2023, one of Cowran Bridge’s
walls collapsed onto the line.

Network Rail planned to knock down

one of the remaining walls, replacing

them with aluminium picket fencing.
However, a campaign launched to

save the structures proved successful.

Historic England said the Newcastle
to Carlisle railway was one of the
pioneering lines of the first phase of
the development of the network and
was also the first cross-country line
built in England.

______
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We will remember them: On November 11, Railway Touring Company ran its
annual ‘Armistice Steam Express’ out of London Victoria and through Kent

to Sheerness-on-Sea. Aside from the town’s seaside connections, Sheerness
was an important Royal Navy dockyard until its closure in 1960, and the port
today is still a significant importer of cars, fruits and vegetables. The train was
worked by Southern Locomotives Limited’s SR West Country 4-6-2 No. 34028
Eddystone, which returned to main line service at the end of the summer

after an absence of 61 years, as reported in Heritage Railway issue 337, and

is pictured awaiting departure from the capital that morning. The Bulleid

light Pacific also has a busy festive season ahead, with several tours booked
throughout December.SIMON TROY/SLL
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Ruislip Lido adds 1970-built Dougal to steam locomotive fleet

THE Ruislip Lido Railway Society
has bought Dougal, a coal-fired
0-6-2T+T steam locomotive built by
Severn-Lamb Ltd in 1970, which has
recently been based at The Valley
Railway Adventure, formerly known
as Evesham Vale Light Railway,

in Evesham.

Dougal will leave Evesham before
Christmas and be transported to
a specialist contractor, where it
will be regauged from 15in to 12in
and undergo a series of upgrades
and modifications to make it fully
compatible at Ruislip. The tender
process to select a contractor for the
work is currently underway.

Society chairman Matthew
Streeton said: “Having a second
steam locomotive at Ruislip running
alongside our current steam
locomotive, Mad Bess, is something
the society has aspired to achieve for
many years.

“It's fantastic news for securing the
future of the locomotive.”

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Kelsey Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9Y 6LZ.

Built by Severn-Lamb Ltd,
e of Stratford-upon-Avon, for
R MiniRail Ltd at Longleat House,

S Dougalran there until it moved
i to Eveshamin 2004. RLRS
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North Norfolk’s Fiftieth Finale

was a taste of Finsbury Park

By Owen Hayward

A VISITING Class 55 Deltic, starring
alongside BR Standard Class 7 Pacific
No. 70000 Britannia, helped the
North Norfolk Railway round off its
golden jubilee anniversary year — and
coincidentally brought together two
locomotives that were once based at
one of London’s diesel depots.

D9000 Royal Scots Grey, built in
1961, initially entered traffic at
Haymarket depot but six years later
was moved to Finsbury Park TMD,
the first purpose-built diesel depot
to be opened in England which had
oeen completed the year prior to the
Deltic’s entry into service. Its time
nased there brief as it returned to
Haymarket the following June and
remained there until withdrawn on
January 2, 1982. The following year
it was preserved when purchased by
the Deltic 9000 Fund, which had been
established to save the locomotive
owing to it being the first production-
run example of the 55s.

Finsbury Park would later become
home for Class 31 D5631. Built a
year earlier than the Deltic, initially
as a Class 30 but reclassified to 31
after a rebuild in 1966, its first few
years were spent between Norwich
Thorpe and Ipswich before moving
to March in September 1962. Its
transfer to Finsbury Park came on
June 2, 1973, and that was where
it remained based. Withdrawn on
February 8, 2001, it languished at Old
Oak Common amid other classmates
until being purchased by the NNR's
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A dlesel reunionon Octuber 24 as 09000 Royal Scots Grey (rlght) passes Class 31 05631 at Weybourne durmg atestrun. The
two locomotives were both based at Finsbury Park depotin the late 1960s, although not at the same time. STEVE ALLEN/NNR

supporting charity, the Midland &
Great Northern Society, on January
29, 2003.

On October 25-31, Britannia ran
four round trips of the line each day,
aboard which dedicated seats could
be booked, with tickets allowing
travel on all other standard services
operating alongside. These were
worked by centenarian Somerset
& Dorset Joint Railway 7F 2-8-0
No. 13809 (which is on the final
few months of its boiler certificate
and will be withdrawn in the new

year pending overhaul) and a Class
104/108 hybrid DMU.

Mix of traction
During the weekend of November
1/2, the Deltic came out to play,

joining Britannia, the 7F, and

Hunslet Austerity 0-6-0ST No. 3809
throughout, with D5631 appearing
on the Saturday and Class 37 D6732
on the Sunday, all working to an
intensive passenger timetable. The
‘Brit’, Deltic, Class 31 and Gresley
quadart stock gave a slight Eastern
Region flavour to proceedings.
Although predominantly a main
line locomotive, D9000 has not
worked any tours this year, so its
appearance on the Poppy Line for

the gala enabled fans of the class
and diesel traction as a whole the
first opportunity to enjoy travelling
behind itin 2025.

The week-long celebration
performed exceedingly well. NNR
general manager Graham Hukins
said: “The nine days have performed
about 15% ahead of budget, clawing
back some of the ground we lost
through high fire risk earlier in the
year.| should like to thank everyone
involved with the event for helping
round off the season in style.”

With its main operating season
now concluded, the railway began

Pre-order Issue 340: Order your copy from mrtns.uk/pre-order-hr or call 01507 529529.



preparing for its festive services.
These commenced on November 14
with the Norfolk Lights Express, which
is this year entitled A Golden Journey
and will tell the story of saving the
railway through a light show and
accompanying soundtrack.

It will be staged on various dates
until January 4, 2026.
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Meanwhile, Santa specials will run
from November 22 until December
23. From December 27 through to
January 4, mince pie specials will
provide an opportunity to blow away
the post-Christmas blues, with adults
being served mulled wine and mince
pies at their seats aboard a 70-minute
steam-hauled journey.
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WESTUSEE  Britannia skirts the Norfolk coastline on October 28
" asitapproaches Bridge 303. OWEN HAYWARD

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Kelsey Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9Y 6LZ.

rian
leads Britannia away from
S s Sheringham on November 1
At as the first day of the Fiftieth
9% Finale gala draws to a close.
DAVEBALLARD/NNR

Left: The Class 104-108 DMU approaches Weybourne station on October 28,

passing a sea of poppies which bloomed in a field adjacent to the station.
OWEN HAYWARD

Below: Carrying a flying thistle headboard and the 1A35 headcode for the Up

working of ‘The Flying Scotsman,”’ D9000 catches the light of the setting sun as it
emerges from Deadman’s Cutting on November 2.DAVE BALLARD/NNR
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On October 28, No. 70000 passes the outer distant signal
Weybourne with ‘The Irish Mail.” OWEN HAYWARD

as it heads towards
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The ‘last’ 2MT prepares for

new year revival at Wansford

By Owen Hayward

WINTER services at the Nene
Valley Railway will be in the hands
of BR 2-6-0 2MT No. 78019 — with
the locomotive set to revive a
long-scrapped classmate for a
photographic charter during its brief
visit to the line.

Following its appearance at the
Great Central Railway’s November
15/16 Last Hurrah gala, the 2MT
will move to the NVR in time to

debut there on Santa specials that
commence on November 29 and run
until Christmas Eve, including three
quiet trains on December 17 for
those with special sensory needs.
Following a break for Christmas
and the new year, driver experience
courses will run on January 2/3,
allowing a small number of people
the opportunity to take the controls
of No. 78019. Participants will receive
one hour of tuition before stepping

onto the footplate for a further hour
of driving and firing the locomotive
light engine across a distance of
about 12 miles, the journey being
split between two participants each
taking a turn at the different roles.
These courses are priced at £350
per person, and spaces were still
available as this issue went to press.

Evening diner

On January 3, an evening diner will
additionally see the 2MT head ‘The
Winter Jolly Fisherman.” Departing
Wansford at 7pm, a fish and chips
supper will be served at your seat
following arrival at Peterborough
NVR station, with an on-board

bar open and serving a range of
alcoholic and soft drinks. A non-stop
run will see the train then head to
Yarwell, before finally arriving back
at Wansford at 9pm. Tickets cost £35
per person, with vegetarian menu
options available. January 4 will be

a ‘Winter Warmers’ day, with three
round trips of the line on offer for
those looking to blow away the
festive cobwebs.

Before the locomotive returns to
Leicestershire, it will make one final
appearance as the star of an NVR
Wagon Group photographic charter
on January 11, which will see the
developing goods yard at Overton
strongly feature as one location
being used. Furthermore, No. 78019
will adopt the guise of No. 78064, the
last example of the class to be built
by Darlington Works and entering
service at Wigan Central in November
1956. It served a decade in service
before being withdrawn at Toton in
December 1966, two months after
being moved there from Derby,
and was cut up by TW Ward scrap
merchant at Killamarsh, Derbyshire,
three months later.

Coupled to the group’s restored
rake of BR-livery wagons, photo

opportunities will be made available
during the daytime at locations
along the ling, including over the
iconic river bridge at Wansford and
the Yarwell tunnel.

Returning to the goods yard at
Overton, reenactors will portray
scenes of wagon loading and
unloading to create human interest
scenes as the sun begins to set, with
appropriate vintage road vehicles
adding to the ambience.

The day will start and end at
Overton, and places cost £100
per person.

For further details of all services
and to book, visit nvr.org.uk
=» Nene Valley Railway-based
Danish State Railways Frichs 0-6-0T
No. 656 Doc has been modified to
haul up to four Mk. 1 carriages. The
locomotive, previously unofficially
known as Tinkerbell, had hitherto
been restricted to hauling the line’s
continental rolling stock.

When the Royal Forest turns to autumnal gold

By Martin Creese

THE first weekend in November saw
the Dean Forest Railway’s annual
Royal Forest festival of steam gala take
place. This year’s guests were Great
Central Railway-based BR Standard
2MT No. 78019 and Hunslet 0-6-0ST
No. 1589 of 1929 Newstead.

The home fleet of WR 0-6-0PT
No. 9681 and Peckett 0-4-0ST No. 2147
of 1952 Uskmouth No. 1, recently
returned to traffic, completed the
line-up. While 2MTs were not seen on
the railways in the Forest, they were
no strangers to Gloucestershire, with
four members of the class allocated
to Gloucester Barnwood and later
Gloucester Horton Road and were
regularly seen on the former Midland
Railway Stroud and Nailsworth
branches and towards the end of
steam venturing onto the Newent
branch on goods workings. No. 78004
also featured in some memorable Ben
Ashworth images on these workings.

The timetable saw goods and
passenger workings through to both
Parkend and a shorter trip to Norchard
Low Level, with locomotives rotating
on the sets. Uskmouth No. 1 operated
brake van rides at Norchard and
enjoyed an afternoon run to Parkend
double-heading with Newstead.

Included in one set was the
Dean Forest Locomotive Group's
Hawksworth inspection saloon
W80943, which visitors could travel
in for a small premium. Another

12 Heritagerailway.co.uk

feature of the timetable was blocks of
three departures or arrivals in quick
succession at Lydney Junction, which
made for great railway theatre.

The event also saw the Worcester
and District Engineers bring their
portable 5in gauge railway, which was
set up at Norchard.

The steam gala followed on from
more modern traction visitors,
with Class 50’s 50021 Rodney and
50008 Thunderer, which featured
on a very successful day with the
National Wagon Preservation
Groups Tank wagon rake, and Deltic
55009 Alycidon, which visited with
No. 50021 for September’s diesel
gala. The railway has also seen the
commissioning of new signals at
Middle Forge Junction where the line
to Norchard Low Level branches off
from the line to Parkend; an attractive
GWR Bracket signal now controls
the junction.

Jf

VlSltlng No 78019, which s hooked to haul festive season
services on the Nene Valley Railway, passes Whitecroft on
the Dean Forest on November 2. MARTIN CREESE

WR 0- 6 UPT No 9631 departs from Norchard on the Dean Forest Rallway on
November2. DYLAN CREESE

Uskmouth No. 1 and Newstead departing Lydney Junction.
MARTIN CREESE

Pre-order Issue 340: Order your copy from mrtns.uk/pre-order-hr or call 01507 529529.



The footings for the new
locomotive servicing pit in place

outside the Ruddington running
shed on the Great Central
Railway (Nottingham). The
stainless-steel pit was due to be
dropped into a hole dug in early
November during the following
fortnight. The availability of the
pitis seen as a real game changer
as it will open the door for
locomotives to come in from the

Midland Main Line for servicing.
TOM INGALL
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Left: GWR 2-8-0 No. 3802 departs
Glyndyfrdwy along the autumnal Dee
Valley on November 8 during the last
weekend of regular service.

JOHN TITLOW

commencing new business, 1) /¥
designing and building new steam = e — S
locomotives for the UK heritage | 8 I ! e
railway industry, the challenges of L e AL T | "'.._‘;::. "

VINTAGETrains hosted a visit of 25
MSc students from the University
of Birmingham's Centre for Railway

Research and Education on
October 23.
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All are studying rail-related courses
at the university, and they were
able to understand the engineering
and operational aspects of running
heritage trains on the national
network, contrasting with those of
VT's Tyseley depot neighbour, West
Midlands Trains, which hosted a visit
immediately beforehand.

Topics discussed included the early
acquisition of steam locomotives for
preservation, initially still operated
by BR, VT learning how to maintain
and operate by itself, growing to
manage the increasing engineering,
safety and operational requirements,
National Railway Group Standards,
regulatory aspects, and emerging
commercial opportunities,

managing a declining supply chain | - . e, '; -

for materials, and encouraging and
training young engineers in the skills
of heritage railway engineering.
Explanations were given of the
engineering standards used by
Tyseley Locomotive Works as an
entity in charge of maintenance for a
licenced charter train operator, with
the opportunity to ask questions
covering any aspect of engineering,
operations and approvals. The
group focused on the rebuild and
operation of GWR 4-6-0 No. 5043
Earl of Mount Edgcumbe, and they
had the opportunity of looking
over the locomotive to understand
the details, as well as an insight
into other projects currently
underway at the site. The visit

University of Birmingham'’s Centre for Railway Research and Education students
in front of Earl of Mount Edgcumbe. V' T

paved the way to establish ongoing
cooperation between the Vintage
Trains Charitable Trust and BCRRE,
which will provide students with
volunteering opportunities and

enable them to offer assistance to VT
in development projects.

BCRRE has been helping transform
the rail industry for more than half
a century.
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Railway 200: highlights from the UK
network’s great year of celebration

THIS year was a momentous one

in the history of rail travel, marking
the bicentenary of the world’s first
passenger railway which ran between
Stockton & Darlington. Although
railways had existed before then in
some form or other, this occasion
denoted the start of modern rail
travel and, as time has gone on,
innovation has shaped and expanded
the railway network in the UK

and worldwide.

Throughout the year, the UK’s main
line operators, heritage railways,
museums and more came together
for a year of unified celebrations.

From locomotive parades to the
largest gathering of rolling stock

in a generation, and from galas

to exhibitions, there was barely
anywhere with an historic railway
connection that did not celebrate in
some way.

This publication recounts many of
the numerous highlights that played
out across the industry throughout
the year, with a plethora of
photographs capturing each moment
for posterity. Whether your allegiance
s to the earliest days of the story, the
modern age of rail travel or anywhere
in between, it will have you covered.

700" ) Celebrating two centuries of UK railways

=» To buy a copy, priced £9.99,
with free UK delivery, visit https://
mortonsbooks.co.uk/book/
railway-200

Write to us: Heritage Rairlway, Kelsey Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ.

Waterman may
now sell his steam

POP mogul Pete Waterman OBE
has been considering selling his
steam locomotives.

GWR 2-6-2T No. 5553 is in storage
at the Bodmin Railway, having been
withdrawn from service this year with
leaking boiler tubes.

The Waterman Railway Trust
also owns under-overhaul 2-8-0T
No. 5224, 0-6-2T No. 5224 and South
African Railways 2ft gauge NGG16
articulated Garratt No. 109, the latter

two both unrestored.
In August, he sold Class 46 Peak

No. 46035 Ixion and Class 25 D7659
to Harry Needle Rail Ltd.

Heritagerailway.co.uk 13



The final photographic charter with SR Merchant Navy No. 35006
Peninsular & Oriental S.N. Co. on the Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway

before overhaul ended. The locomotive is silhouetted against the setting
sun at Manor Lane, near Cheltenham, on October 31. JACK BOSKETT

Sun sets for ‘P& 0O’ following

Cotswold Autumn Showcase

By Robin Jones Co performing its final duties before Before then, on October 25/26,
withdrawal for overhaul. '‘PR&QO’took part in the Autumn

THE Gloucestershire Warwickshire The locomotive had been Showcase, which highlights the

Railway has rounded off its main running on an extension to its railway’s steam and diesel fleets and

2025 season in fine style with visitors  boiler certificate, which expired on throws open its doors for a final gala.

flocking to see Merchant Navy Pacific November 2, following 10 years of G/WR press officer lan Crowder

No. 35006 Peninsular & Oriental SN reliable operation. said: “This was, if you like, an

~ S RER S e SRR i S s
Nos.7903 Foremarke Halland 6880 Betton Grange s k. b whi s’ £8 PRk i}fﬁ‘ﬁf SN AR
cross at Winchcombe on October 25. Class 24 No. 24081 leaves Greet Tunnel on the approach to
REV MARTYN SMITH Winchcombe on October 25. REV MARTYN SMITH

November 2, running into Toddington yard in a sharp
shower of rain, as a rainbow arches over the locomotive
— highly appropriate as it begins its overhaul, hopefully AL, ~--
‘gold’ will be found, with minimal work required to return WR 4-6-0 No. 7903 ForemarkeHall on the morning goods on
it toservice. IAN CROWDER October 25. AN CROWDER

__,..-‘__. z L

opportunity for volunteers to get the
'toys out of the box’ for one last time
and at the same time give enjoyment
to the public. All the ingredients were
there: an intensive timetable, variety
in operations, including double
heading and non-stop runs, brake
van rides with the goods train, and

an opportunity to explore behind

the scenes.

“What's more, the trains generally
ran on time, the odd slippage by only
a few minutes being caught up. The
small team of volunteers organising
the railway’s gala considered the
weekend to have been a resounding
success.”

Star of the show

The star of the weekend was clearly
No. 35006, which for several years
was the only member of its class
working on a heritage line until its
sister, N0.35005Canadian Pacific, re-
entered service on the Mid-Hants
Railway.

On the Saturday evening, ‘P&0O’
ran a round-trip special from
Broadway which, like most services
during the weekend, proved
popular. "Thelocomotive carried a
splendid London-Paris ‘Night Ferry’
headboard. "However, to the best of
the owner’s knowledge, the 35006
Locomotive Society has no records
indicating that ‘P&0O’ ever worked
this service in BR days and was much
more likely to be found at the head
of the ‘Atlantic Coast Express,’ given
that its home depot was Salisbury for
its entire SR and BR life.”

The evening was tinged with
poignancy as many passengers
were experiencing their last ride
behind what many regard as the G/
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WR’'sflagship’locomotive.The
entire event was blessed with
good weather, and a kids go free
promotion attracted many families
who might not otherwise have
come. Overall, more than 1,500
tickets were sold for the weekend.
lan added: “There’s no doubt that
as volunteers, the weekend was
a lot of fun. What was particularly
rewarding was to see so many
youngsters clearly enjoying
themselves too.”

After the Autumn Showcase,
'PR&O’worked the remaining
normal days of service before the
line ended its regular timetable
alongside new-build GWR 4-6-0
No. 6880 Betton Grange, which
had returned to its home base on
October 23 following several visits
to other heritage lines, including

the Bluebell Railway (see feature,
pages 62-65).

Sailing into the sunset
The last day of operation for ‘P&QO’

saw well-filled trains as the sun set

on the engine’s starring role on the
railway.

Usually, the Train 1 service
collects a diesel locomotive at the
rear of the train at Toddington for
the last run to Broadway. This
locomotive then becomes the
train engine on the return, with
the rostered steam locomotive
at the rear, in a top-and-tail
fashion. The steam locomotive is
then dropped off at Toddington
for servicing while the diesel
continues to take the service to
Cheltenham.

However, on this occasion, ‘P&0O’
ran round and piloted Class 24
No. 24081, coming off the front at
Toddington.

lan said: “As | was brought up on
the Southern and experiencing
the end of SR steam in 1967, | had
enjoyed several startling runs
behind Merchant Navies.

“It was, to be honest, an
emotional experience seeing
No.35006 returning to the shed to
cool down for the last time, and it
reminded me very much of those
final SR glory days.”

“Of course, predictions of how
long the overhaul will take are
impossible until the actual state of
the boiler is discovered.

“However, the 35006 team is
hopeful that there are no nasty
surprises, given the extremely
comprehensive restoration the
locomotive originally received
before entering public service in
May 2016.

“This followed the unveiling of
the nameplates at a rededication
ceremony, which was performed
by Pete Waterman, although
the engine first steamed in
preservation the previous year.”

'KESR volunteers’ pump trolley

challenge tor pannier restoration

By Owen Hayward

- KENT & East Sussex Railway

. volunteers undertook a unique

- fundraising challenge when they set
~ out to travel 200 miles back and forth
~ along the heritage line on November

1/2, although they had to revise their

ambitious target to 200km during
the event, the figure representing
-~ Railway 200.

The challenge was to help raise

funds for the ongoing overhaul of

. resident GWR Hawksworth 0-6-0PT
- No. 1638, which is part way through
. an overhaul at Leaky Finders
workshops in Devon. It started in

. 2022 but stalled when the extent

. of work required was found to be
greater than first expected.

Volunteers formed teams of four,

. which included a qualified driver,

~ and took it in turns to operate the

-~ trolley, which largely took place over
_ the flatter section of line between

. Wittersham Road and Rolvenden

~ following the initial departure from

. Tenterden Town station at 7am on

- November 1. After finishing at 5pm

. for an overnight break and resuming
_ the challenge at 7am the next

. morning, the weekend concluded

~ with itarriving back there at 5pm
the following evening, which saw

-r'_ e

N

Pump trolley challenge volunteers, including Sarah Tagart
(right) who came up with the idea, prepare to depart
TenterdenTown on November 1.ALISON MILES/KESR

operators having to power the
trolley up the steep 1-in-50 gradient
between Cranbrook Road and the
terminal station.

The pump trolley has recently
been refurbished and returned to
full working order, but this was not
its first time in the spotlight. It shot
to international fame in 1989 when
it was used to set a new world record
for the fastest pump trolley to run
over a measured distance of 300
metres and set the record at 32.61
seconds, which it is believed to still
hold to this day. The attempt was
filmed for the BBC TV programme
Record Breakers.

Something different

The idea for the challenge came
from 29-year-old KESR volunteer
Sarah Tagart. She said: “| wanted

to combine a volunteer effort to
raise money for the 1638 Appeal
with doing something to mark

Rail 200 and | thought using

the pump trolley would be a fun way
to do that.

“This year is also the 125th
anniversary of the opening of
the original Rother Valley Railway
between Robertsbridge and
Tenterden. The return to the rails
of No. 1638 is a key part of plans
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The newly rei_’urbished KESR pump trolley, which is kﬁown
to have been used on the line as far back as 1912. KESR

for passenger services once the
extended line from Bodiam and
Robertsbridge Junction reopens.”

Heavy rainfall each day saw the
originally planned target of 200
miles revised to the more achievable
200km, which the teams, made up of
volunteers including teenagers and
one who was 84 years old, were more
than able to hit.

Throughout the two days, about
50 people had a go on the trolley,
and the final team arrived back
at Tenterden Town to be greeted
by supporters including general
manager Robin Coombes and the
Deputy Mayor of Tenterden, Coun
Jane Milles.

The 1638 Appeal has a fundraising
target of £163,800. So far, about
£56,000 has been donated or
committed in regular giving,
representing about 35% of the target.

It is hoped the money raised by
the challenge will make a significant
contribution to funding further work
of the locomotive, which remains
in Devon.

Anyone wishing to pledge
their support the challenge is
invited to visit kesr.org.uk/donate/
anniversary-appeal/ or donate via
www.justgiving.com/campaign/
kesrpumptrolleychallenge
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Originally numbered D6703, it

was outshopped by Vulcan Foundry
. on February 28, 1960, and began

-~ its working life at Stratford depot.

. During its main line service, it was

.~ given the unofficial name of Tiger

- Moth.

Withdrawn in 1994, it was stored at

Bescot and then Crewe, before being
. bought by the Class 37 Locomotive
- Group in 1998. Since then it has

. appeared at several heritage venues,

including the East Anglian Railway
Museum, the Wensleydale Railway

and Locomotion at Shildon, finally
arriving on the MNR in 20009.
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Class 37 No. 37003 back at Defeham on
the Mid-Norfolk Railway. MNR

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Kelsey Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ.

Class 37 back at Mid-Norfolk after eight years

. CLASS 37 No. 37003 has returned
~ to the Mid-Norfolk Railway after

. being away for eight years for an
_ engine rebuild.

In 2012, it was officially named
Dereham Neatherd High School.

No. 37003 was withdrawn from
service in 2016 due to a leaking
cylinder liner. Sent to UK Rail Leasing
Ltd at Leicester in 2017 for repairs,
further inspection revealed a major
engine fault. Since then, it remained
at Leicester undergoing extensive
restoration work.

It was returned to the MNR by low-
loader on November 3/4. Back on
the MNR, it will undergo a cosmetic
overhaul, with the owning group
planning to return it to service
next year.
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Museum Wales makes rolling

stock available to new homes

By Owen Hayward

A PAIR of Andrew Barclay fireless
locomotives and carriages dating as
far back as 1895 have been offered
for disposal by Amgueddfa Cymru

— Museum Wales — and they could
face scrapping if no suitable homes
are found.

A collection of rolling stock has
been in storage at the National
Collection Centre in Nantgawr since
the closure of the Welsh Industrial
& Maritime Museum in Cardiff Bay
in 1998. The majority of it had been
acquired for the purpose of display
and interpretation in the proposed
Wales Railway Centre, which was to
be located at what is now Cardiff Bay
station. It was envisaged that this
centre would assume responsibility
for the rolling stock, including
restoration and making it accessible.

Unfortunately, the proposed plans
fell through and Amgueddfa Cymru
continued to store the rolling stock in
the hope that it might be displayed
at the National Waterfront Museum
in Swansea, which opened in 2005. A
combination of the constrained city
centre location of that museum and
the narrative of its displays precludes
the movement of the rolling stock to
that location.

As part of its active collection
management, a rationalisation
programme was initiated with the
primary purpose being to increase
the public benefit that can be
derived from under-used objects
in Amgueddfa Cymru’s collections
through rehoming them. It is
intended that this will enable these
objects to enjoy a new lease of life

through being displayed and/or used
in different contexts where they can
once again be enjoyed.

On October 15, the museum
trustees published a list of 14 railway
items that it had identified no longer
fitted into its collection plans, with
the available items being shared on
the Museums Association disposal
webpage for two months. However,
recognising that railway rolling stock
is far more likely to be successfully
rehomed to heritage railways than
to other museums, a rehoming
application invitation was also sent
to all Welsh standard gauge lines a
day before, with a requirement that
any interested parties responded
by November 14, following which
any such applications would be
considered. Should any rolling stock
not be successfully rehomed in
Wales, it would be offered the wider
UK heritage sector.

Multiple gauges
The fireless pair are Nos. 1966 of 1929
Delta and 2238 of1948, both built at
Kilmarnock works. Delta completed
in 1929 for the Carrow Works of J & J
Coleman, moving to Newport in 1948
to work the Monsanto Chemicals
Ltd plant, where it was used until
withdrawal in 1990, as the last regular
working commercial industrial
locomotive in Wales. No. 2238 was
supplied new to the British Resin
Products Ltd works at Barry Docks
and was withdrawn when the plant
closed in 1986.

Unrestored Ruston & Hornsby
3ft gauge 4WDM No. 187100, built
in 1937/38 for the Taff Fechan
Water Supply Board, and 2ft gauge

Greenwood & Batley Ltd battery
locomotive, builtin 1962/63 for

the Llanharry Haematite Mine and
externally restored by the museum in
the 1980s, are also available.

Carriage bodies on the disposals
list include Cambrian Railways
composite No. 238, builtin 1895 by
the Metropolitan Carriage & Wagon
Co Ltd which ended up being owned
by a railway historian. Now externally
restored with one first and third
class compartment complete, it is
mounted on its finanl (non-original)
ex-MOD/GER bogie underframe
which was cut-and-shut to size.

Taff Vale Railway composite No. 51
s also a largely complete example.
Built in 1883 by Brown Marshalls
& Co, it saw residential use on
Hayling Island, from where it was
rescued, and it now also sits on a GER
carriage chassis.

Steam crane No. 10373 (Thomas
Smith & Sons (Rodley) Ltd, Leeds,
1925), GWR six-ton hand crane No.
AWD 230 and accompanying match
truck (unknown builder, est 1926),

Andrew
Barclay 0-4-OF
No. 1966 Delta
at Nantgarw
onJune 11.
AMGUEDDFA
CYMRU

BR(E) six-wheel carriage chassis No.
E70670 (BR Engineering, 1950), NCB
tar tanker No. 7328 (Cambrian Wagon
Company, 1940), plus an unknown
Rhymney Railway passenger brake
and parcels carriage, GWR shunter’s
truck and Cambrian Railways brake
third, are also available.

Deadline approaches
Amgueddfa Cymru has committed
funding in the current financial year
to support a rehoming programme
to organise and cover costs for
the removal of asbestos where
containment in situ is not possible,
and the loading, unloading and road
transport of objects between the
National Collection Centre and the
receiving organisation’s premises. In
order to access this, rehoming must
be completed by February 2026.
Available assets can be
found by searching at www.
museumsassociation.org/find-an-
object and interested charitable
parties should email post@
museumwales.ac.uk

GNR ‘invalid’ saloon moves to
E.mbsay & Bolton Abbey

A CARRIAGE once used in the
transportation of medical patients has
moved to the Embsay & Bolton Abbey
Steam Railway following a lengthy
restoration that will see it resume life
as an observation saloon for a return
to service next year.

Designed by Nigel Gresley and built
at the Doncaster Works of the Great
Northern Railway in 1909, No. 3087
was originally furnished with an
invalid bed, fitted with a bed-rest
which could be removed when not
In use, to enable it to more easily
transport patients by rail.

Also present were a couch, three
easy chairs, one portable table, and
two flap-tables for those travelling
with them. It was later converted

16 Heritagerailway.co.uk

into an observation saloon for use by
engineering departments.

Following initial restoration
under private ownership, initially
at Steamtown, Carnforth, it was
used on the teak set at the North
Yorkshire Moors Railway from 2005
until 2019, by which time it needed
refurbishment.

It was transferred to the LNER
Coach Association by its former
chairman, the late Nick Stringer, who
was instrumental in funding the
enlargement of the saloon’s seating
area by Rampart Engineering.

Now nearly ready to welcome
passengers once more, on November
/ it moved from the NYMR carriage
works at Pickering to Skipton to

Great Northern Railway invalid saloon No. 3087 at Embsay station at the start of
its long-term loan. ROB SHAW/EBASR

take up residence at the EBASR,

on long-term hire to the Yorkshire
Dales Railway Museum Trust, joining
an already extensive collection of
heritage carriages based there. It
will be used for weddings, special
occasions, and cream teas.

EBASR finance manager Rob
Shaw said: “We are delighted to
reach agreement for the use of the
wonderful 110-year-old GNR saloon.
It will join the 1948-built Thompson
Buffet coach as part of our exclusive
special events rake of carriages.”
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Plans unveiled tor new M&GN 4-4-0 locomotive project

By Chris Eden-Green

A GROUP of Norfolk railway
enthusiasts and volunteers have
established the Golden Gorse Group
and revealed plans to undertake
construction of a new example of
a Midland & Great Northern Joint
Railway C class 4-4-0 locomotive —
filling the gap in pre-Grouping era
steam locomotive representation,
while simultaneously providing
something appropriate for the region
through which the NNR operates.
With 183 route miles to its name,
the Midland & Great Northern
Joint Railway was the biggest
Jjoint’ rail network in the UK. The
name derived from the Midland
supervising operations and providing
influence of the motive power, while
civil engineering and permanent
way became a Great Northern
responsibility. But the network'’s
christening in 1893 was little beyond
an amalgamation of existing railway
enterprises in East Anglia, including
the Bourne & Lynn, the Peterborough
Lynn & Sutton Bridge, and the
Eastern & Midlands Railway; itself
formed through amalgamation of the
Lynn & Fakenham and Yarmouth &
North Norfolk companies in 1882.
Often nicknamed the ‘Missed and
Greatly Needed’ by enthusiasts and
locals, particularly those who, despite
the reliance on bus services in East
Anglia, the M&GN was also cruelly
referred to as the ‘Muddle and Go
Nowhere'. The latter, sadly, reflected
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the network’s low traffic numbers in
later years.

While each route can be retraced
on land in several places today,
precious little of the M&GN legacy
remains upheld, and while rails are
in use between Cromer and Holt,
albeit switching over from national to
heritage operation in Sheringham, no
pure-bred M&GN locomotives have
been preserved to run on them. The
nearest of note
are the preserved
LNER B12
No. 8572, LNER J17
No. 8217 and Ivatt
4MT No. 43106.
The only surviving
rolling stock are
two coaches,
awagon and a
brake van to make

up a mixed train
of sorts.

Four workings

There is a theory going round the
heritage fraternity that a steam
locomotive which has worked
through three operational tickets

in preservation is considered near
life-expired; while it could potentially
work through a fourth ticket and
beyond, the end of its third working
stint may require the most extensive
and costly overhaul of its life. Such
examples include the Ffestiniog
Railway’s 1979-built double Fairlie
Earl Of Merionith, which was
mothballed in 2018 having worked

M&GN C class No. 80 at Melton Constable on January 14, 1924. MICHAEL MORANT COLLECTION/GOLDEN GORSE GROUP

“"We're not just
about building an
M&GN loco — we are
banging the drum for
the M&GN because
it is not well-enough
represented.”

n Gorse

for 39 years with three overhauls
beforehand. Part of the decision not
to immediately overhaul the engine
further was due to the estimated
level of work involved, arguably
being the highest in its life so far.

A similar case could be argued for
John Cameron’s two LNER express
engines — K4 2-6-0 No. 61994 The
Great Marquess and A4 Pacific

No. 60009 Union Of South Africa.
While the former
has only had two
overhauls and
two tickets since
196/, the latter
had been through
three of each
before withdrawal
in 2021.

Sowhy a
pre-Grouping
machine over a
more familiar BR
Standard? Besides
all the gaps being arguably filled
by other new-build projects, there
are both emotional and practical
reasons behind building something
older. You only have to drive into
the village of Melton Constable, the
former operating hub of the M&GN
system, to see illustrations of the
network’s most fondly remembered
locomotive design: the A-class
4-4-2Ts. These were constructed
in-house at the railway’s workshops
(albeit classed as rebuilds for
accountancy purposes). So, surely the
most visibly iconic design would be

e

an obvious choice for a new build?
But, according to Golden Gorse
Group media representative Tom
Crouch, the A-class tank wasn't as
powerful nor reliable as people may
remember. “The C has larger six-foot
driving wheels, which puts it in the
same driving wheel capability as the
preserved LNER B12,” Crouch recalled.
“But the size of the locomotive
means that it's going to be more
thermally efficient and working at

a higher boiler temperature, which
makes it more suitable for a small
heritage railway.”

“Our tagline is ‘a 19th century loco
for the 21st century,” chairman Daniel
Mason added. “An Austerity bangs
you all around the room with a small
boiler that's very efficient and very
simple. A C-class meets that similar
requirement, but it has the grace and
elegance of an interesting loco. It will
plod along quite happily at 25mph
with a reasonable load and turn the
heads of both the general publicand
the rail enthusiasts”.

Fellow founding group member
Nico Atkins echoed this testimonial:
“There are accounts of these
locomotives waiting at South Lynn
for Midland holiday excursions that
would come in double-headed,
pulling 12-14 coaches. Then, one of
these ‘little brown engines’ would
come on the front and tow the lot
over what is a particularly hilly route.”

Enlightening yet sustainable
The idea of a ‘best’ new-build steam
locomotive for railway preservation
is a myth. However, while the specific
requirements for heritage lines vary
from one to the next, they have all
faced similar challenges over time:
to continuously recruit and retain

a regular volunteer workforce,
reduce their overhead costs, source
appropriate quality fuel, improve
their general attraction, maintain a
good public image and recreate their
own period in history. Therefore, any
new steam locomotive for heritage
railway use has to make the best

of multiple worlds; something that
nistorically fits its unique selling
ooint, is cost-effective to run,

orings in a high enough footfall,

and encourages fresh interest from
the both membership and the
public. An M&GN loco spiritually
belongs somewhere in Norfolk, but
economically there is nothing to
prevent it being a valuable asset to

Pre-order Issue 340: Order your copy from mrtns.uk/pre-order-hr or call 01507 529529.
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n Constable.

The Cclass did survive into the Grouping era, being absorbed into the LNER. On March 13, 1939, LNER No. 043 passes Melton West signalbox near Melto

MICHAEL MORANT COLLECTION/GOLDEN GORSE GROUP

other heritage railways around the
country.

As opposed to raising the money
and building the loco within a five-
to-10-year timeframe, a more realistic
time allowance of 20 years has been
projected for construction to take
place. About £2 million is needed
to complete the project, which the
group acknowledges cannot be
raised only through second-hand
trade stands.

“You're not going to get the funds
through selling bric-a-bracon a
station during a gala,” admitted
group secretary Robert Ewles.

“You need a constant cashflow,

so generous donations from our
membership scheme, those who just
write a cheque and say ‘here you are,’
those who are interested but sadly
no longer with us, and corporate
companies who think ‘that would suit
us.” As nice as merchandise would be,
and it does encourage people, you
need serious money for a new-build.”

Despite it not being top priority, the
group does recognise the benefit of
spreading awareness through group-
branded merchandise sales. “We're
not just about building an M&GN loco
— we are banging the drum for the
M&GN because it is not well-enough
represented,”said Daniel Mason.

Membership for this project
starts from £2 per month, which
rewards people with a regular
e-newsletter, an invitation to the
group’sAnnual General Meeting, and
a special charter train (location to be
arranged).

The aim to keep entry prices
deliberately low is to help engage
with junior groups aged 10-16. Given
that a volunteer at this age will likely
be in their 30s by the estimated
completion of the locomotive, their
progression can come full-circle
if they end up driving and firing a
locomotive whose construction
they've helped to finance. Higher
membership levels at £5-10 per

month include more perks, with the
highest at £100 per month giving
priority to visit the locomotive during
its construction and a mention in the
group’sroll of honour.

As opposed to building frames
and cylinders, the first five years of
this project is to focus on building
the 2950-gallon tender. “The tender
Is a big steel box with three axles
on — it's pretty simple,” Daniel Mason
pointed out. “That’s then something
that isn’t a burden. If you buy the
frames for the locomotive first, you
have these big slabs of metal that you
plonk down in a shed and can’t move
around very easily.” Compared to the
cutting and fabrication of large frame
sections, casting expensive driving
wheels and cylinders, a large painted
steel box on wheels can be fabricated
and manoeuvred more easily, and
they area useful for displaying in
a bay platform at events — or even
mocking up a cab on a wagon
chassis to give people an idea of

what it would be like to stand on the
footplate of the completed engine.
Like any new-build project, the
feasibility of a Midland & Great
Northern Joint Railway C Class is
based on variables and projections,
some of which may play out
differently in reality, but the taste
and practical case for a new Victorian
engine has never been stronger.
While skeptics may argue that
railway preservation looks more
likely than ever to be priced out in
the coming decades, there’s much
to be said for proving them wrong
over time. The Golden Gorse Group
succeeding in its venture will be
down to attracting enough backers
to the business case and long-term
economic findings, but one thing
is for sure — it would definitely be a
fitting sight for East Anglian railway
preservation.
=» To learn more about the Golden
Gorse Group, visit www.goldengorse.
org
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An artist’s profile of how the proposed C class 4-4-0 might look when completed, including its M&GN brown livery. NIGEL DIGBY/GOLDEN GROSE GROUP

Write to us: Heritage Rairlway, Kelsey Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ.
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Volks Electric
Railway station
refurbished by
water company

BRIGHTON’S award-winning Volks
Electric Railway’s ticket office and
toilets at Black Rock station have been
refurbished by Southern Water at a
cost of £366,000.

The ticket office in the station at the
marina end of Madeira Drive on the
seafront had become rundown, with
leaky roofs and an unusable public
toilet. While Southern Water was
undertaking work to improve its vital
pumping station below the station,
it took the opportunity to rectify the
problems above ground.

Coun Birgit Miller, Brighton & Hove
City Council’s cabinet member for
culture, heritage, and tourism, said:
"“We've heard loud and clear from
residents how frustrating it’s been
not having access to public toilets in
this area and how crucial they are to
ensuring older people, children, and
anyone with health needs can get out
and enjoy the seafront.

“Reopening them wasn’t as simple
as fitting them out; Southern Water
needed to carry out significant
operational work to make it possible.

“I'mreally pleased we've worked
together to find a solution that means
residents and visitors will have access
to facilities again, as well as a fantastic
new station for the VER.”

Support shown
for Leicester
North facelift

THE Great Central Railway has raised
nearly half of a £30,000 appeal to
give its Leicester North southern
terminus a facelift in a month since it
was launched.

A reported in Heritage Railway issue
337, adonor has offered to match
donations pound for pound up to
£15,000. Other donations topped
£6000 in four weeks and grant aid
has added a further £750, with hopes
to undertake the work this winter. To
donate, visit www.gcrailway.co.uk/
news/leicester-north-appeal-2025/

GCR Stanier 8F back
in the new year?

GREAT Central Railway-based
Stanier 8F 2-8-0 No. 48305, which
has a firebox crack after spending

a summer on the Keighley & Worth
Valley Railway, as reported last
Issue, is now scheduled to be back
in service in the new year, said a
spokesman. BR Standard 2MT 2-6-0
No. 78018 will come out of traffic for
a 10-year overhaul after the January
23-26 winter gala.

2(0) Heritagerailway.co.uk
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Blg Rail 200 gala a success

for North Tyneside line

By Robin Jones

THE North Tyneside Steam Railway
held its biggest-ever event in the
shape of its October 25/26 Railway
200 Gala.

It was held at the museum
in Middle Engine Lane, in West
Chirton, North Shields, a building
shared with the Stephenson Steam
Railway,”which takes its name from
the chief engineer of the Stockton
& Darlington Railway, and featured
talks by guest speakers, stalls, a
visiting locomotive and every
operational engine, carriage and
wagon running on the railway.”

The gala itself was preceded by
an evening of talks on early railway
history by local historians on
October 23, held in the shadow of
Killingworth Billy, the world’s oldest
surviving standard gauge steam
locomotive, which dates from 1816.

Followed by a day of shunting
and setting up, the gala began early
on Saturday morning when crews
arrived to prepare six locomotives
for the day ahead. Thefirst train of
the day was a demonstration coal

35
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train top-and-tailed by Siemens-
Shucker Bo-Bo electric Harton E4 on
the south end and Peckett 0-6-0ST
No. 1970 of 1939 Ashington "No.50on
the front.”

First outing

Having been on static display in
the museum since 2017 and not
having ventured"down the line
since 2009, E4 received a thorough
check-over and oil/grease-up
ahead of the"gala, including a test
run on the south end of a freight
train on October 12."The pair, a
trademark of the haulage of coal

in the"North East, worked a"rake of
hoppers to the delight of lineside
photographers.

Three steam locomotives™—"Bagnall
0-6-0ST No. 401 of 1950 Thomas
Burt MP 1837-1902,"Ashington "No.5
and Teeside-built Head Wrightson
0-4-0VB ‘Coffee Pot"of 1871, visiting

: Years of Train Travel
1825-2025
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from™Beamish"Museum- and three
diesels in Class 03 No."03078, Class
08 No. 08915 and Consett Iron
Company 0-6-0DM No. 10"took turns
to haul trains and shunt around the
Middle Engine Lane yard.”

A last-minute visitor, ‘Coffee Pot/,
the second oldest operational steam
locomotive in the UK, became a
key part of the gala’s proceedings,
shunting around the yard, with one
of Beamish’s chaldron"wagons.On
the Saturday,”"Beamish curator of
transport Paul Jarman accepted an
offer to take ‘Coffee Pot’ for a trip to
Percy Main"-the longest sustained
run that the locomotive has ever
undertaken!”

Live freight recovery

The Saturday afternoon witnhessed

a freight train failure and rescue.
Consett No. 10 and No. 03078
arrived with a rake of five tank
wagons.”"However, the train failed
south of the coast road bridge with
No.10 struggling with fuel issue, and
No. 03078’s radiator had boiled over
as it tried to push the train back to
Middle Engine Lane.”
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The day ends with a Iine-up of the three steam locomotives and some of the volunteers standing in front fora

photograph. JOESTUART/NTSR
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Left: Head
Wrightson
0-4-0VB ‘Coffee
Pot’ from
Beamish

Museum.
JOESTUART/NTSR

Below: Harton
Electric E4,
which was being
propelled down
the line by
Ashington No. 5.
MATTHEW DITCH

No. 401 at the head of a mixed freight including a Conflat wagon carrying a
dumper truck. JOE STUART/NTSR

different locomotives and three
different freight trains running on
the Saturday.

The 03’s radiator was refilled, and
it undertook yard shunting on the
Sunday afternoon. No. 10 recovered
in time for its only timetabled train
on the Sunday, a full-line brake
van ride at 4pm. Ashington No. 5
shunted the carriages into the loop
and No. 10 pulled in with the brake
van with 26 passengers for a round
trip — comprising No. 10's first ever
timetabled passenger train!

A total of 350 rover tickets were
sold for the gala.
=» Thanks for Joe Stuart for help with
compiling this article.

To the delight of visitors,
Ashington No. 5 made its way
through the platform, returning 10
minutes later with the full train.

The final demonstration freight
train on the Saturday was more
of a mixed freight containing a
Salmon, tool van and Conflat —
the latter making its debut
following its restoration by the
railway’s youth group and carrying
a dumper truck which had been
loaded the previous weekend. This
freight train had been planned to
be a steelworks double-header
of No. 401 and Consett No.10,
the latter being replaced by
No.08915. That made for seven

Right: Consett
No. 10 and 03078
near the coast
road bridge. Due
toanissue with
the train, the pair
were awaiting
No. 5 torescue
them.

MATTHEW DITCH
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No. 132 (known as the Cavell van) returned to the Port of Dover for remembrance
services 105 years after it carried the body of the Unknown Warrior from there to

the capital in 1920. PORT OF DOVER

Cavell van returns to Dover
for remembrance service

By Owen Hayward

A SECR luggage van that was used

in the repatriation of First World War
heroes went on display at the Port of
Dover, 105 years after it carried the
body of the Unknown Warrior from
there to London in 1919.

In a collaboration between the
Port of Dover, South Eastern Railway
and the Kent & East Sussex Railway,
SECR prototype PMV utility van
No. 132, normally based at Bodiam
Station, was brought back to
Dover for a remembrance service,
following which it remained open for
public viewing on two consecutive
weekends. Some 300 guests
attended the service, which was held
inside Cruise Terminal 1, formerly
the Dover Western Docks/Marine
railway station and the location from
where the Unknown Warrior’s final
journey began.

The van holds a unique place in
British history as it was involved in
the repatriation of three First World
War heroes.

Firstly, in May 1919 it carried
the body of British nurse
Edith Cavell from Dover to London
after she was executed by German
firing squad for assisting in the
escape of more than 200 Allied
soldiers. From that point on, railway
workers referred to all vans of this
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Write to us: Heritage Raillway, Kelsey Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ.

type as Cavell vans. Two months later,
in July 1919, the van transported the
body of civilian merchant mariner
Capt Charles Fryatt, who was
executed by the Germans in 1916.

However, the van’s most
significant journey came just over
a year later when, on November
10, 1920, it carried the body of the
Unknown Warrior from Dover to
Victoria Station.

It then stood vigil overnight
before a ceremonial internment at
Westminster Abbey the next day.

The van is now a permanent
museum space containing a replica
of the Unknown Warrior’s oak wood
coffin, which has on it metalwork
created by the grandson of the
original craftsman who worked on
the commission in 1920.

Chris Jackson, curator of the
Colonel Stephens Railway Museum,
at the Kent & East Sussex Railway,
said: “We are privileged to look
after this historic vehicle under the
auspices of the Colonel Stephens
Railway Museum at the KESR and to
make it available to visitors as a place
for quiet reflection.

“We are extremely grateful to
Southeastern and the Port of Dover
for the opportunity to take the van
back to the port for the remembrance
season in this anniversary year when
we are also marking Railway 200.”

A remembrance
service was held

= = a Dover’s Cruise
L AU RS Terminallon

November5 after
the Cavell van

returned there.
KESR
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East Somerset makes the

switch to two-train operation

By Robin Jones

THE East Somerset Railway has
taken a major step forward with the
completion of an interim signalling
project that facilitates the operation
of multiple trains and brings the
second platform at Cranmore into
customer use.
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The signalling ground frame and panel
currently in place at Cranmore.ESR

The new platform was built with
Heritage Lottery funding from
2018. Beginning in 2022, the line’s
volunteers have designed, built,
and installed a signalling system to
enable trains to be safely operated

from both platforms for the first time.

Ending the two-and-a-half-mile
line’s era of one-train operation,
colour light signals have been
installed prior to the intended
transfer to classic semaphores.
Track sensors will indicate
train movements.

Ground was broken on October 25,
with a service hauled by GWR 2-6-2
No. 4555, with Class 108 DMU No.
L2317 also in operation. Large prairie
No.4110 was used for shunting on
the day.

The historic occasion extended
into the evening, with The Station

Café serving food on board the DMU.

Following the commissioning
of the signalling, a major aim of
the railway is to return Cranmore
signalbox back to its original
purpose and function.

Signalling and telegraph
volunteers have been locating and
bringing together the many pieces
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Two-train operation with both platforms at Cranmore in use

on October 25. ESR

of signalling equipment to be found
around the railway, reorganising the
'box and refurbishing the interior,
restoring the first of many signals,

a BR(W) ground signal preparing
the lever frame for relocation so
that the lever movements will

no longer interfere with the floor
joists and also to provide for any
extra levers to be added in the
future and restoration of lever

-

Above:A colour
light signal

in operation,
pending the
line’seventual
transfer to
semaphores. ESR

g

.

Cams, used to connect the levers to
the interlocking.

Anyone who would like to
volunteer with the signalling”and
telegraph team is invited to email
volunteers@eastsomersetrailway.
com ortelephone 01749 880417.
Donations to the signalbox
restoration may be made at https://
eastsomersetrailway.digitickets.
co.uk/category/47877

Buckinghamshire Railway Centre-
based WR 4-6-0 No.6989 Wightwick
Hall has returned to the Bluebell
Railwayon long-term loan at the
end of its current filming schedule
as Hogwarts Castle for the new

Harry Potter TV series. It is pictured
at Ketches Wood on October 26
during its first weekend of operation
with the 11.45am service to East

22 Heritagerailway.co.uk
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Swanage Railway and Network Rail
sign new mutually-beneticial deal

By Robin Jones

A LANDMARK agreement between
the Swanage Railway and Network
Rail’s Wessex Route enabling closer
cooperation and mutual benefit was
signed at Corfe Castle on October 24.

A new arrangement will see the
SR receive donations of redundant
railway assets including rail and
sleepers that are no longer required
on the national network. Rather than
be recycled elsewhere, these materials
will instead be sustainably repurposed
on the heritage line, helping to
ensure its continued operation for
future generations.

The agreement also paves the
way for hands-on training and skills
development, with NR using SR
facilities to deliver practical coaching
foremployees and apprentices,
focusing on maintenance, inspection,
and fault-finding on a range of
railway assets. In return, the SR will
benefit from NR’s in-kind expertise
and volunteer support, as staff are

encouraged to use their volunteering
leave to assist with maintenance and
operations on the heritage line.

The agreement also commits both
organisations to regular meetings
to deepen their partnership,
align activities, and explore new
opportunities for collaboration,
including the potential for trialling
new railway technologies on the
Swanage Railway.

Wessex Route director Mark Goodall
said: “Wherever we can, we will work
with heritage railways on our network
to forge a new partnership so material
that would otherwise be recycled
elsewhere are reused and can find a
new purpose.

“In turn, the SR also has some
excellent facilities which, because
they are separate from the main
line network, provide the perfect
opportunity for our colleagues to
contribute to the local community.

“Working together through
this agreement provides a clear
framework and we are excited about

the possibilities it brings, not only to
NR and the SR, but wider society — and
what better time to do it than in 2025,
the bicentenary of the railway.”

Frank Roberts, of the Swanage
Railway Trust, a volunteer of more
than 40 years, said: “It has been a
real pleasure to work with our NR
colleagues over the past months and
| am very grateful for the guidance
received from them.

“Adecade ago, | led the project
to reconnect the track from
Swanage with the South West
Main Line at Wareham, which was
successfully achieved, and the signing
of this framework agreement with
Network Rail will help us strengthen
our working arrangements.

“It is almost 50 years since

volunteers started the restoration

of the Swanage branch line. We
have recently delivered an internal
governance review which will
streamline the SR organisation just as
NR moves forward towards the new
Great British Railways.”

The signed agreement between
Network Rail and Swanage Railway
displayed at Corfe Castle stationon
October24. ANDREW PM WRIGHT

The first agreement meeting between
Network Rail and Swanage Railway
representatives at Corfe Castle on
October 23. ANDREW PM WRIGHT

Bumper entries for national heritage awards

NEARLY 60 entries were received for
the National Railway Heritage Awards
2025, with more than half of them
making the shortlist.

The awards were to be presented
by the Minister for Rail, Peter,
Lord Hendy of Richmond Hill, at a
ceremony at the Merchant Taylors

SN TN

An overview of Boston Lodge top yard

on July 16. As reported inHeritage

Hall, London, on December 3.

Chairman of trustees Andy Savage
MBE said the strength of the entries
“shows how much success we have
had in encouraging the conservation
and reuse of our built railway

heritage since we were founded
1979.

The shortlisted entries are:

restoration by Ferryhill Railway
Heritage Trust; Awe Viaduct:

Aberdeen Ferryhill: railway offices

Railway issue 333, the Ffestiniog & Welsh

Highland Railways has completed a

£55 million National Lottery Heritage
Fund-supported project to refresh it as

an anchor attraction in North Wales,
including major works to revive the
historic buildings at Boston Works,

the oldest in the world still fulfilling its

original function having built locomotives

in three centuries.

Building work valued at £3.3 millionand

led by local contractors included the

restoration of the blacksmiths’ building
to create space for volunteer projects
and a new extension to house a training
and research centre, plus a new small

locomotive shed, repairs to the iron,

electrician’s workshop and oil store with

better mess facilities. NRHA

restoration by Story Contracting
and Network Rail; Battersea
Park: station canopy by Benedict

O’Looney Architects & Network Rail;

Bishopstone: Art Deco ladies WC

and lobby by Friends of Bishopstone

Station CIG; Blackheath station
restoration by Southeastern Trains
and Network Rail; Bonnington:
Overbridge DMB/5 restoration by
National Highways; Bootle: station
platform shelter by Network Rail
and Northern Rail; Burntisland:
viaduct restoration by AmcoGiffen
and Network Rail.

Dalwhinnie: station clock by
Highland Main Line Community
Rail Partnership; Ebberston: station
canopy and waiting area by Carol
and Mark Benson; Filey: station
trainshed roof repairs by Colt
Construction Ltd and Network
Rail repairs; Glenfinnan: viaduct
restoration by AmcoGiffen &
Network Rail; Gobowen: station
restoration by Oswestry Station
Building Trust; Haltwhistle:
station water tower by Tyne Valley
Community Rail Partnership;

Hopetown Darlington: historic
buildings by Darlington Borough
Council; Keighley: station
renovation by Network Rail,
AmcoGiffen and Keighley & Worth

“In the year that we celebrate
200 years of the modern passenger
railway, it is remarkable to note that
the awards have been part of that
industry for 46 years, almost a quarter
of the time.”

Several of those on the shortlist
were from heritage lines and venues.

Valley Railway; Keighley: water tank
house by KWVR; Knightsbridge:
station step-free access by Transport
for London; Leeds: Wellington
wagon lift hoist and museum by
MEPC Ltd; London Bridge: 4&5
Crucifix Lane by The Arch Company;
London Road Guildford: toilet
restoration by South Western
Railway; London Victoria: Line

map restoration by Benedict
O'Looney Architects and Govia
Thameslink; Manchester, Science

& Industry Museum Manchester:
new warehouse roof and gantry

by Science & Industry Museum;
Monk Bridge Viaduct: Gardens

at The Junction by The Junction;
Oswestry, Cambrian Station:
external restoration by Shropshire
Council; Pitlochry: semaphore signal
by Highland Main Line Community
Rail Partnership; Ponts Mill: viaduct
restoration by BAM Nuttall and
Network Rail; Porthmadog: Boston
| odge historic buildings restoration
by Ffestiniog & Welsh Highland
Railway; Richmond: station canopy
and booking hall restoration by
South Western Railway, Network
Rail and London Borough of
Richmond Upon Thames; Stoke-on-
Trent: glazed trainshed screens by
Network Rail; Taunton: Centenary
Lounge waiting room by The
Centenary Lounge; Whitley Bay:
station canopy refurbishment

by Nexus.

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Kelsey Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9Y 6LZ.

The restoration of Oswestry
station by local building
conservation specialist Phillips
and Curry Ltd was funded by the
UK Shared Prosperity Fund and
Shropshire Council. The Grade
ll-listed building, opened in 1866,
ceased operating as a station in
1966.

Following years of neglect, the
council took possession of the
building in early 2023.

From July 2024 to May 2025,
craftsmen worked to restore
the building’s exterior, remove
asbestos tiles, and replace them
with Welsh slate. Windows and
doors also received a new coat of
the Cambrian Railway’s colours.
The ground floor is to Cambrian
Heritage Railways.

Roger Evans, Shropshire
Council’s cabinet member for
finance, said: “We are delighted
that our work to restore this
important building has been
shortlisted for a prestigious
national award.

“This building holds significant
cultural value for our community,
and these essential repairs will
ensure it remains safe and usable
for future generations.” NRHA

Heritagerailway.co.uk 23
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Like a Tardis-style time machine returning to the original Cirencester Town
station which it last served in 1964, AC Cars lightweight railbus W79978 stands
alongside the platform on October 25.EMILY CROWTHER/RAILBUS W7997/8

Railbus survivor back at the
it last served in 1964!

station

By Robin Jones

AN AC Cars lightweight railbus
returned to Cirencester Town station
61 years after its last visit.

The Old Station Experience at the
station in Sheep Street, which closed
to passengers on April 6, 1964, and
freight on October 4, 1965, was
held on October 25/26 as part of
Cirencester History Festival, which ran
from October 24 to November2in 17
venues, with talks, film, music, crafts
and immersive activities.

For the weekend, 1958-built
W79978 — which is being restored by
owner Martin Rouse at the Swindon
& Cricklade Railway — was displayed
alongside the original station platform
it used while running services on the
four-mile branch from Kemble.

Jonathan Rixon, from Rixon
Architects, which is leading the Grade
|l-listed station’s current restoration to
use as his offices, and festival producer
Jess Yarrow worked with Martin,
Travis Perkins, Cirencester Town
Council, Cotswold District Council,
Pete Briddon Transport, the S&CR and
the Daniel Bingham Foundation to
make the visit possible. AC Cars Ltd
of Thames Ditton, Surrey, previously

known as Auto Carriers Ltd, and which
in 1949 had supplied four trains for
the Southend Pier Railway, built five
examples of the type when, following
the Modernisation Plan, BR looked

at replacing branch line steam trains
with railbuses and invited firms to
provide specifications and quotes.

Preservation travels

Withdrawn in February 1968 after an
unsuccessful BR career, W79978 is the
one of three AC Cars railbuses which
were preserved to carry passengers

in the heritage era.

Bought in 1968 for use on the North
Yorkshire Moors Railway, it arrived at
Grosmont from Grangemouth. It was
then sold to the Kent & East Sussex
Railway in 1979 and subsequently

purchased by the Colne Valley Railway.

Bought by its current owner
and moved to the S&CR for a
comprehensive restoration in
November 2019, it carried passengers
for the first time in many years when
it ran shuttles on the line’s extension
during its September 2023 diesel gala.
Following the completion of its
restoration, W799/8 is settorun in
S&CR service, in an area close to which
it worked in BR days.

The wider Old Station Experience
included guided tours of the
Brunel-era station building, archive
exhibitions, audio memories of the
station before closure, a VR recreation
by students from Cirencester College,
and 1950s-style refreshments under a
new canopy on the platform.

Designed by Isambard Kingdom
Brunel, the station was built by the
Cheltenham & Great Western Union
Railway and opened in 1841. It was
renamed Cirencester Town on July
1, 1924, to avoid confusion with
Cirencester Watermoor.

Cirencester Town was the terminus
of the 4/Va-mile branch from Kemble.
In an attempt to save the branch from
closure, railbuses were introduced in
February 1959 to cut costs. The service
was increased to 14 trains per day and
halts were opened at Chesterton Lane
and Park Leaze.

Results were encouraging: 130,000
passengers yearly, an average of
about 13 per train, and particularly
on Saturdays, the railbus was
overcrowded. The original intention
was to run railbuses through to
Swindon to avoid a change of trains
at Kemble, but this proved impossible
as the lightweight vehicles did not

AC cars railbus

W79978 in
the platform
at Cirencester
Town in the
early 1960s.
COTSWOLD
DISTRICT
COUNCIL,
COURTESY
OF CORINIUM
MUSEUM

reliably operate the signalling track
circuits on the main line.

Nevertheless, despite the initial
success, the passenger service was
not financially viable and the branch
was closed, although the station
building survived. The station was
subsequently used for storage for
about 30 years, and because it needed
repairs to bring it back into use,

Cotswold District Council decided in
2024 to sell it.

Ongoing work
Donations towards the continuing
restoration of W79978 may be made
at https://swindon-cricklade-railway.
org/ac-railbus-w79978/

The surviving sister railbus is
No. 79976, for which scrapping had
begun on the Great Central Railway
before a new owner was found, with
it being transferred Nemesis Rail’s
Burton-on-Trentdepot where it
remains in storage.

The other one preserved was
No. 79979, which was saved as a
grounded body minus a chassis for
use as staff facilities at Boat of Garten
on the Strathspey Railway. Asbestos
contamination led to it being
scrapped in 1992.

Listed Brunel goods shed is purchased by remdent arts group

STROUD'S Grade II*-listed Brunel Goods Shed
has been sold to Stroud Valleys Artspace,
cementing its future as a vibrant cultural venue

culture, and community. SVA’s ownership will
unlock opportunities to restore the building,
improve accessibility, and expand its cultural

programme, ensuring the goods shed
continues to inspire for years to come.”

The sale follows Network Rail’s recent
refurbishment of Stroud station’s footbridge
and canopies — early signs of exciting
investment in the area.

The goods shed was opened in 1845 to serve
the Cheltenham & Great Western Union Railway.
It remained in use until 1966, and between
1985 and 2012 it was restored in stages by
Stroud Preservation Trust Ltd with help from
the Railway Heritage Trust.

in the heart of the Gloucestershire town.

Earlier this year, Stroud District Council
purchased the building from Network Rail. The
SVA had been using the building for arts and
community activities for more than a decade,
but its lease was due to expire next year.

A council statement said: “This marks a key
milestone in the regeneration of the Stroud
Station Quarter, a strategic area connecting
the canal to the high street. Together with our
partners, we are working to create a welcoming
gateway to the town that celebrates heritage,

The Brunel Goods Shed alongside the main line in Stroud.
STROUD DC
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Relive the summer months by enjoying a train ride
over one of our dozens of routes, viewed from the
privilege of the driver's cab.

Our Driver's eye views offer a unique insight into railway operations and history,
featuring a wide variety of routes and trains narrated by well-known personalities.

Our latest titles (available on DVD and download) include:

Glasgow & South Western (Carlisle to Glasgow via Dumfries and Kilmarnock
Two Kings (London King's Cross to King's Lynn running non-stop to Cambridge)
North Downs line (Gatwick Airport to Reading via Reigate and Guildford)
Portsmouth Direct (Portsmouth Harbour to Waterloo via Haslemere and Woking)
4 Cities (classic HST from Glasgow Queen St to Dundee via Stirling & Perth)
Penzance to Exeter on board a GWR InterCity Express (via Truro & Plymouth)
For tube fans, travel the Underground (Hammersmith & Circle or Central line)
For Ireland, we've filmed most routes on the Emerald Isle plus Northern Ireland
TGV and Eurostar (five routes in France, Italy and Switzerland)

For signalling fans we take you inside Signal Box Archive (77 signal boxes).
Bargain Hunt fans, join Charlie Ross on the Fawley Hill full-size garden Railway.

If you just want moving trains, try our bargain series called TRACKS.

CJ}L?E \ We have something for everyone - all produced by TV professionals.
- g With 97% five or four star TRUSTPILOT reviews you won't be disappointed.

View video trailers at www.video125.com. Order on line 24/7 and take advantage
of our generous quantity discounts.

Why not get our free catalogue? Just pick up the phone (01344 628565)
and we'll happily send you a copy (well in time for Christmas)!

They say “You can't judge a book by its cover”, *
this also applies to DVDs or downloads,

s0 to view samples go online (video125.com)

to watch our individual trailers.

01344 628565

Video 125 Ltd Glade House High Street Sunninghill SL5 9NP
Post FREE UK. Please add £2.50 Europe, (£5.00 max for 2 or more) rest of world £5.00 (£9.00 max for 2 or more).

= VIDED 125"

www.video125.com




East Somerset appeal for vintage
carriage shed as ‘twins’ reunited

By Robin Jones

AN appeal for up to £200,000 has
been launched to build a two-
road shed to house a growing
fleet of Victorian and Edwardian
carriages being stored at the East
Somerset Railway.

Three projects are currently
undergoing restoration, with the
aim of creating a complete wooden-
bodied train as a significant tourist
draw on high days and holidays and
an educational resource.

One is a combination of a Midland
Railway Third Class five-compartment
coach body, No. 255 of 1890, and
an MR six-wheel chassis, No. 1753,
acquired from the Swindon &
Cricklade Railway. The chassis is of a
similar vintage and identical to one
that would have been under No. 255.

The second is a twin coach with the
same history, with the chassis being
restored and the body in storage
awaiting the completion of the
chassis. The third is Barry Railway six-
compartment third No. 61 of 1896,
but without a chassis at the moment.

From home to heritage
The railway has just taken delivery
of the twin coach body - one of two
gifted to heritage lines by John and
Trudie Hopcroft, the new owners of
a house in Armscote, near Shipston-
on-Stour, Warwickshire. The property
came with two coaches in the
garden, and they hoped to restore
the pair by themselves until they
realised the amount of work, time,
and expertise it would take, and so
offered them to the heritage sector.
The coaches had for decades
been home to two women, Mabel
Webb and her lifelong friend Hilda
Friday, who lived there until at least
the mid-1970s. Mabel, a domestic
worker, bought the first carriage for
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Above: The bedy of Brecon & Merthyr Rallway ceach Ne 111
being delivered to the East Somerset Railway on August 29.

STEVE EHRLICHER

Right: Under-restoration Midland Railway Third Class five-
compartment coach body No. 255 at Cranmore on June 2.

STEVE EHRLICHER

£10in 1928 when she was aged in
her 20s, and added a second one for
£11. The carriages were then joined
into an L shape and converted into
living quarters.

The discarded doors and fittings
were stored underneath the carriages
which were raised up on bricks.

The vehicle numbered 111 has now
been donated to the ESR — which
discovered, to its delight, that it is the
twin of the abovementioned No. 255!

The original restoration base of
No. 255 was the Somerset & Dorset
Railway Heritage Trust’'s Midsomer
Norton station.

ESR vintage carriages project
organiser Steve Ehrlicher said:
“Shortly after work started on
restoration, we uncovered proof
of the earlier history. On many old
coaches, the original number is
stamped on certain items, sliding
ventilator panels (known as hit and
miss) being a case in point. From
studying all the ones found on this
coach, we were able to say that it
was originally MR Third Class coach
No. 255.

“Later, when taking off the last
piece of external sheet metal, we saw

H—-’

that paint remained on the original
panel underneath. Some large flakes
had also fallen down.

“Piecing this very delicate jigsaw
together showed just enough of the
figure 8. This was found with a ‘BM,’
proving that the paint was of GWR
origin; they painted the original
owning company initials of stock
taken over by them in 1923. We
were therefore able to confirm that
our coach was one of the eight sold
by the MR to the Brecon & Merthyr
Railway in 1920.

Identifying links

“The only coach of this batch that

carried a figure 8 in GWR days was

No. 4318, which was originally

Brecon & Merthyr No.112. This is

the first proof of any link between

the Midland numbering and the

B&M numbering, as all the relevant

records were lost in the Second

World War. To railway historians, this

seemingly insignificant discovery is

an important piece of a larger jigsaw.”
Regarding the new arrival, Steve

said: “Yes, it is a twin of No. 255.

The GWR number 4317 shows that

it was taken over from the Brecon

& Merthyr, who numberedit 111.”
No. 111 was delivered to the ESR on
August 29 and will remain in store
until the chassis is complete early
next year.

The site for the building to house
these restored coaches has been
identified and the two-road shed is at
the design stage. Substantial finance
in the order of £160,000 to £200,000
will be required.

Steve said: “We already had a
generous offer of £50,000, and
materials for the groundworks have
been offered at minimal cost by local
industry. Working in the open, with
tarpaulin covers, does not create the
best conditions and also restricts
what work can be done.

“Working at height is virtually
impossible, but a shed will allow for
safety devices to be installed and
regular working days. The current site
is known locally as Siberia and rain
frequently stops play.”
=» Anyone who would like to
contribute to the projectis invited
to visit https://eastsomersetrailway.
digitickets.co.uk/category/52610. For
significant donations, email business@
eastsomersetrailway.com
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Gwili gets the other coach

*\
g

Above: Taff Vale Rallway coach No. 112 which has been donated to the GWIlI
Railway. DEW| JONES

—

Right: The GWR No.1323 plaque survives inside the coach nearly a century after

its withdrawal. DEWI| JONES
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THE other coach owned by John
and Trudie Hopcroft has been
donated to the Welsh Railway Trust at
the Gwili Railway.

Built in 1882 by the Oldbury
Carriage and Wagon Company, the
36ft Third Class coach, which had

an eight-wheeled Cleminson wheel

arrangement, was Taff Vale Railway
No. 112.

It was renumbered by the GWR as
its No. 1323 on March 24, 1923, and
was withdrawn on February 18, 1928.

There is no plan toreturnit to
traffic, but it will be protected from
the elements and adapted so it can
be used as a second-hand item shop
to raise money for the railway.

Currently, the Welsh Railway Trust
is restoring Taff Vale Third Class Brake
No. 220, Barry Railway Composite
No. 163, and Third No. 216. It has
several other carriages awaiting
their turn.

Pre-order Issue 340: Order your copy from mrtns.uk/pre-order-hr or call 01507 529529.
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The night-time local goods is rekindled at Parkend on the Dean Forest Railway with WR 0- 6 OPT No. 9681 at the head of a
short period freight during a Mike Tyack/David Williams night photographic shoot on October 22 KARL HEATH

Green light for Dickens'The Signalman at Drayton Arms

A NEW adaptation of Charles Dickens’

railway ghost story The Signalman is
to be staged at the Drayton Arms
Theatre in West London for the
coming festive season.

In this new full-length take on the

story by Mudlark Creative, written

by a career railway signaller and set

in a lonely outpost of the Bristol &
Exeter Railway, the railway world is
recreated as faithfully as possible.
Directed by Jennie-Mae James
and starring Helen Bang and Peter
Rae, The Signalman runs for 17

performances from December 10 to

January 2.

The theatre is situated above
the Drayton Arms public house
in Old Brompton Road, a short

distance from either Gloucester
Road or South Kensington stations.
Audiences will be transported

MUDLARK CREATIVE

into the haunted railway cutting
at Clayton signalbox, where

the line between the living and
the spectral blurs in a deeply
atmospheric staging.

A chance encounter brings
together two strangers: The Visitor,
newly freed from the monotony
of office life, and The Signalman,

a solitary figure tormented by
terrifying premonitions. As the
story unfolds, dread seeps through
the air, building to a haunting
climax that will leave audiences
questioning what they’ve seen -
and what lies beyond.

For details and to book tickets,
visit www.thedraytonarmstheatre.

co.uk/faq.php

STEAM monoloco 0-2-0ST Nu 146
successfully returned to steam
at the Tanat Valley Railway,

near Oswestry, during October
25/26. Part of the Richard Morris
Monorail collection originally
based in Blaenau Ffestiniog,
what is thought to be the only
operating one of its typein

the world was built in 1997

to the design of John Vineers

by Century Millwrights on an
island in the River Thames. After
spending eight years in storage,
it was overhauled at the Rudyard
Lake Railway workshops and
returned in time for the TVR's
inaugural monoloco steaming
event. “It was a proud and
memorable moment to see the
monoloco in motion once again,
marking an important milestone
in our ongoing journey to bring
this project to life,” saida TVR
statement. TVR

Aln Valley extension drive gets 5255k boost for key brldge repairs

By Robin Jones

THE Aln Valley Railway has been
handed a major step forward in its
aim to extend to Alnmouth with a
£255,000 funding boost to repair
Eden Hill Bridge, removing one of
the biggest obstacles to progress.

The bridge, which stands to the
immediate west of the heritage line’s
western terminus at Greenrigg Halt,
was adopted by Northumberland
County Council from owner the
Historical Railways Estate, part of
National Highways, earlier this year.

Historic Railways had previously
refused to allow the railway to
extend beneath the overbridge
because of essential waterproofing
and structural repairs and
maintenance costs. However, the
council has agreed to part-fund
the repair with £125,000, and a
further £130,000 is coming from
Historic Railways.

The council will this year begin
a 12-week programme of repairs

which, when completed, will allow
the railway to extend its track and
greenway beneath the bridge and on
towards Alnmouth.

The funding is a significant step
in the Aln Valley Railway Trust’s
aspirations to restore the line
between Alnmouth and Alnwick,
coming 30 years after the Aln Valley
Railway Society was formed. Having
begun work on its western terminus
of Alnwick (Lionheart) in February
2012, it aims to run a heritage/
modern shuttle service to link with
the main line at Alnmouth.

Passenger services on the original
branch to Alnwick were withdrawn
in January 1968 and the line closed
completely in October that year

Coun Mark Mather, the council’s
cabinet member for roads and
highways, said: “We have worked to
support this group for a number of
years, and the funding presents a
fantastic opportunity, not only for
educational purposes, but also for
wider leisure and tourism benefits.”

Local councillor for Alnwick Castle,
Coun Gordon Castle, said: “This is
a major step forward for Aln Valley
Railway to progress the line to
Alnmouth station.

“Eden Hill Bridge has been a
major obstacle to future extension
and paves the way for the AVR to
realise its long-standing ambition of
reopening the line for its full original
length.”

AVR trustee Adam Hogg added:
“We are extremely grateful to
Northumberland County Council for

Write to us: Heritage Rairlway, Kelsey Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9Y 6LZ.
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Mark Hayton,
general manager
at the Aln Valley
Railway, with
councillors
Martin
Swinbank, Mark
Matherand
Gordon Castle in
from of Eden Hall
Bridge. NCC
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their help and support with Eden
Hill Bridge and the wider Aln Valley
Railway project.

“This will allow the AVR to progress
beyond Greenrigg and towards our
goal of getting to Alnmouth which
will provide a heritage attraction to
Alnwick and safe and sustainable
greenway for the area alongside
the railway.”
=» Anyone interested in volunteering
at the railway is invited to visit www.
alnvalleyrailway.co.uk/support-us/
volunteering/
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Strathspey given §1 million
by anonymous Stateside fan

By Robin Jones

THE Strathspey Railway has been
given a boost of more than £1 million
by an anonymous benefactor in

the USA.

He visited the railway several years
ago and was impressed by what he
saw. Apart from expecting the railway
to use the donation in a way which
best benefits the organisation as a
whole, he has not stipulated how this
money should be spent, nor has he
placed any restrictions on the type
of strategic projects which might be
favoured.

A statement said: “During what
are difficult times for many heritage
railways, the Strathspey Railway
continues to cover its operating and
maintenance costs but does not in
itself generate the level of funding
required for major projects, nor the
future expenditure needed to sustain,
life-extend and refurbish all of its
current fleet of steam and diesel
locomotives, associated rolling stock
and other assets.

“Accordinglythe Strathspey,
which is a not-for-profit third sector
organisation which precludes
any return to shareholders, has
always been, and will continue
to be, dependent on fundraising
undertaken by its volunteers, together
with donations and bequests from
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LMS 2MT 2-6-0 No. 46512 E.V. Cooper, Engineerheads a Strathspey servicepast Croftnahaven.JONATHAN GOURLAY

supporters, for the finance needed to
maintain and expand operations.
“Like many tourist-related
businesses, the railway was badly
affected by Covid-19. Its financial
reserves were so severely depleted
that spending in recent years has had
to be carefully controlled, particularly
during periods when the railway is not

running trains and generating income.

“This exceptionally generous and
unexpected donation will allow the
railway to rebuild its financial reserves
while being able to invest in a number
of projects which will underpin the
sustainability of the railway quicker
than otherwise planned.

“The Strathspey Railway Company
board is currently taking financial
advice to ensure that the donation is
invested effectively for both the short

and long term. The generosity of our
anonymous benefactor should secure
the railway’s future and will allow the
Strathspey to continue providing
volunteers and employees with
opportunities to pursue a fulfilling
and very worthwhile hobby/career
while maintaining what is recognised
as a key tourist attraction in the

Spey Valley, known as ‘the home of
Highland steam’.”

The railway, which has featured in
several TV series including Monarch
of the Glen, is currently one of the
locations used by BBC1's popular
programme The Traitors.

Elsewhere, another anonymous
donor has promised to contribute half
of the £2 million needed to restore

‘Brunel’sother bridge’ in Bristol.
The 176-year-old Grade ll-listed

wrought iron swing bridge in the
Cumberland Basin, designed by
Isambard Kingdom Brunel, was closed
57 years ago and replaced by the
Plimsoll Bridge.

The Brunel Swivel Bridge Group
wants to restore it in time for its 180th
anniversary in 2029. It was opened
in 1849, 15 years before Clifton
Suspension Bridge.

The charity’s secretary, Geoff Wallis,
said: “We are thrilled to have been
promised £1 million towards restoring
this incredibly important bridge.

“Althoughit is severely rusted in
places, | am confident we can rescue it
and bring it back into use.”

The restored bridge will be used as
a link between the north and south
sides of the docks for walkers, runners,
cyclists and wheelchair users.

ON Sunday, October 26, Didcot
Railway Centre was visited by

Jim Noble, the great, great, great,
grandson of GWR engineer Isambard
Kingdom Brunel,

Jim, who lives in Oxford, inspected
the National Railway Museum’s
on-loan replica of Daniel Gooch's
4-2-2 Iron Duke, an 1847 broad
gauge design that was capable of
unimaginable speed at the time,
achieving the 53 miles from London
to Didcot in 47 minutes! He also saw
the 2005 replica of Gooch's 2-2-2Fire
Fly of 1840, which was completed at
Didcot by the Fire Fly Trust in 2005.

Jim also took an interest in the
project to rebuild the Heyford station
building, which dates from the
opening of the railway from Oxford
to Banbury in September 1850 and is
a typical early GWR structure, based
on Brunel’s design for the station at
Box. Heyford was taken apart stone
by stone in the 1980s and moved to
Didcot, although the station itself
remains open.
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Jim Noble with the stone walls of
Heyford station being rebuilt.
FRANK DUMBLETON

After being in storage for 40
years, funds have now been raised
to re-erect the building at Didcot,
using the original material as much
as possible. It was built with solid
stone walls, but it will now have an
insulated cavity wall, with blockwork
inside that being hidden by plaster
when complete.

This incarnation incorporates
a steel frame for strength and to
support the canopy which will run
all round the building. The original
canopy was removed by BR because

Jim with the replica broad gauge Iron
Duke. FRANK DUMBLETON

the building had become too weak to
support it. The cast canopy brackets
are attractive items of Victorian
ironwork, capped with decorative
lion’s head masks.

Jim said: “I had another fabulous
day out at the Didcot Railway Centre
with friends. We spent a good deal
of time with the broad gauge locos,
got up-to-date on the progress of
the Heyford station reconstruction,
travelled up and down the linein
a luxury carriage, and got to stand
on the engine footplate and ask the

fireman and driver lots of questions
about how you drive a steam train!

“We also popped into the archive,
which is always a treat. This time we
saw a very rare return train ticket
issued e pecially for passengers
returning from Southampton to
London by train after disembarking
from the Titanic. A great day, much
enjoyed by all. We are already looking
forward to our next visit!”

Jim is descended though Brunel’s
granddaughter, Lady Celia Brunel
Noble (1872-1962), who married Sir
Saxton William Armstrong Noble
(1863-1942).

Sir Saxton’s father, Sir Andrew
Noble, was a Scottish physicist
noted for his work on ballistics
and gunnery. In 1860, Sir Andrew
joined Armstrong’s armaments
works and eventually became
chairman of the arms, shipping and
locomotive building company. GWR
0-6-2T No. 6697, which is part of
the Didcot collection, was built by
Armstrong Whitworth.

Pre-order Issue 340: Order your copy from mrtns.uk/pre-order-hr or call 01507 529529.



‘New’ HST set steals the show at Mld-Norfolk 30th anniversary

THE ROMIC Group has officially
launched its reliveried Inter City
125 High Speed Train for UK
charter work and spot hire on the
Mid-Norfolk Railway.

Class 43 power cars Nos. 43094 and
43122 and three Mk. 3 HST carriage
were unveiled in their new red livery
at a well-attended private event
Dereham on October 7.

The set appeared in public for the
first time when it formed the star
attraction at the MNR Preservation
Trust’s 30th anniversary weekend
on October 22/23, which marked
the end of the 2025 public running
season before festive services,
including the Polar Express, begin.

The anniversary weekend also saw
Class 47 No. 47580 County of Essex
and Class 33202 Dennis G. Robinson
running with Mk. 3 DVT 82112 and
three MK. 3 carriages, while other
ROMIC HST Class 43 power cars,
Nos. 43194 and 43153, ran with
four Mk. 3 HST carriages. Stored
HST power cars at Dereham station,
Nos.43027,43311 and 43315, were
available to view.

Sunday saw the popular Driver
for a Fiver experience at Dereham,
featuring Class 03 No. 03063 Paul A.
Mobbs running

ROMIC, a Wellingborough-based
specialist in the procurement and
sale of new, used, and overhauled/

The ROMIC HST in publlc service

during the Mid-Norfolk Railway’s 30th
anniversary weekend. MNR

remanufactured locomotives and
rolling stock, has been buying spare
HST vehicles from Angel Trains,

The newly-liveried ROMIC HST set at
Mid-Norfolk Railway on 7 October.
COLIN TURNER/TURNER
PHOTOGRAPHY
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StlII in |ts Great Western Railway
livery, ROMIC Class 43 No. 43194
carries a headboard marking the

30th anniversary of the Mid-Norfolk
Railway Preservation Trust. MNR

Porterbrook and FirstGroup, and has
run a successful export business.

So far, 11 Class 43s have been
shipped abroad.

Keeping options open

The red-liveried set will be made
available to the market with
RailAdventure as the operator and
maintenance undertaken by Nemesis
Rail at Burton-on-Trent.

“Impeccably maintained, this
trainset is ideal for railtours,
charters, and corporate events, as
well as providing stand-in service
around engineering works,” said a
ROMIC statement.

“We provide a flexible service,
with the option to charter the full
trainset or just the power cars, with
or without drivers and train crew
(provided through our operating
partner).”

More details can be obtained at
WWW.romicgroup.com

Live steam comes to Donegal!

By Hugh Dougherty

LIVE steam has arrived at Donegal
Railway Heritage Museum - but

only in model form. Celebrated Irish
railway enthusiast Lord Raymond
O'Neill presented the museum with

a model Londonderry & Lough Swilly
Railway 4-8-4T, built by Hudswell
Clarke in 1912 for the steeply graded
line out to Burtonport.

The model, which was built in
Derry by engineer Lester Jackson,
was restored to working order
by Dublin modelmaker Harry
Connaughton. It represents the
largest and most powerful steam
locomotive to run on Irish narrow
gauge; when built, it was more
powerful than many 5ft 3in gauge

Right: Signalling
aninterestin

Donegal railways
is the starter
from Donegal
station in badge
form.

HUGH
DOUGHERTY

engines in Ireland. The museum

is looking at how the locomotive
might be operated in steam as the
nearest thing yet to having its own
full-scale County Donegal Railways
2-6-4T Drumboe back in action.

Niall McCaughan, the former
museum manager who struck up the
liaison with Lord O’Neill, said: “l was
delighted to come back to Donegal
town with this impressive model of a
very striking prototype.

“Lord O’'Neill has been most
generous to the museum, and he
also donated a nameplate from
Sligo Leitrim and Northern Counties
0-6-4t, Lough Gill, which is afirst
for the museum, as we have not
represented this railway before.”

The museum has also ‘signalled’
another first by launching what
is believed to be the first badge
based on a railway signal. Manager
Marty Gilroy said: “Every year we've
produced an exclusive badge on a
CDR theme. This year, rather than a
locomotive or railcar, we've brought
out a badge based on the starter
signal at the north end of Doneqal
station. We believe we are the first
heritage railway to do this.”
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The lapel badge, which, Marty
said, can also double up as a tie
tack, depicts the somersault signal
which was produced by the CDR
signal fitters using components from
various manufacturers.

The CDR had several somersault
signals as signalling was the
responsivity of the LMS Northern
Counties Committee. As joint owners
of the CDR, the NCC used somersault

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Kelsey Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ.

Left: Former
manager Niall
McCaughan
(left), Lord
Raymond O’Neill,
and museum
board member
Mark McDaid
welcome the
Swilly giant of
steam into the
museum. DRHM

signal throughout its network, and it
was inevitable that they made their
way on to the narrow-gauge Donegal
railway as well.

Priced at €11, with postage
included, the limited-edition badge
is available to purchase from the
Donegal Railway Heritage Museum’s
internet shop - for more information,
head to the web and visit https://
donegalrailway.com
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Santa Express
grounded at
Weardale

THE Weardale Railway has
cancelled this season’s Santa
Express services following
“serious and unforeseen
mechanical problems”
affecting the line’s two
operational locomotives.
Despite extensive efforts
by the team to resolve the
issues and secure suitable
replacements - including
contacting more than 30
locomotive owners and
organisations in the UK - the
railway has been unable to
source alternative locomotives
for the much-loved Christmas
experience which was due to
start at the end of November.
In April, the railway invested
significantly in refurbishing one
of its key locomotives, Class
31 No. 31459, which was due
to return to service in October.
However, additional mechanical
problems were identified
during the overhaul at Higham
Heritage Engineering which
caused delays to its completion.
Meanwhile, the second
operational locomotive, Class
31 No. 31465, suffered a major
generator fault, rendering
itinoperable.

Unfortunate outcome

WR general manager Claire
Gibbons said: “After what has
been a hugely successful year
for Weardale Railway, with
sold-out Gin and Cheese Trains,
popular stargazing experiences,
and a range of well-attended
community events, we are sad
and frustrated to have to make
this decision.

“The Santa Expressis a
highlight of our calendar
and a cherished tradition for
many families in the region.
Our priority has always
been to deliver high-quality
experiences that our visitors
can rely on. We have explored
every possible option to
keep the event running, but
the mechanical challenges
we'refacing simply cannot be
resolved in time.

“By communicating early,
we hope to give families the
opportunity to make alternative
festive plans, and we look
forward to welcoming everyone
back for an even bigger and
better programme next year.”

All customers with existing
Santa Express bookings will
receive a full refund.
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By Robin Jones

THE Great Central Railway is aiming to

raise £900,000 to build the new stage

of its Reunification project in 2026.
The overall scheme involves the

construction of 550 yards of a new

formation to link the Loughborough

heritage line with its Great Central
Railway (Nottingham) counterpart,
creating an 18-mile main line-
connected heritage railway corridor.
As reported in Heritage Railway issue
334, Charnwood Borough Council

approved planning permission for the
.~ entire scheme at the culmination of an

11-month process.

Next summer, a further 65 yards
of new formation will be built,
including crossing a factory car
park on a viaduct and a bridge over
Railway Terrace, a minor road in
Loughborough, adding to the three
phases of the project which are

already complete.

GCR general manager Malcolm
Holmes said: “Now we have planning
consent to build all the remaining
infrastructure needed to complete
Reunification, we want to move

forward with physical work.

“It shows everyone we mean
business while ticking off more of the

job and locking the funds we’ve raised

Into concrete.
“There is a little more work to do
before we can begin, like the final

GCR needs $900K to build next
Reunificationstage in 2026
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Computer animation of Cass Hayward'’s outline design plans for the section of the
Reunification link which the Great Central Railway hopes to build next year. GCR

design of the new structures, but we
are confident of starting to build the
next sections in 2026, providing we

can raise another £900,000.”

The estimated cost of the next two
sections is £3.5 million. Fundraisers

and supporters have already

secured £2.6m for this work, leaving

£900,000 to find. Already, more
than £5m has been invested into

delivering the scheme, including all

the building work so far, securing

the planning consent, and ground

investigation work.
Donations were made at The

Greatest Gathering Railway 200 event
at Alstom’s Litchurch Lane works in
Derby in August, at which thousands
of fundraising leaflets were handed

out. The GCR(N)’s Andy Fillingham
said: “We are moving forward all the
time with our plans to reunify, but we
know everyone wants to see more
railway appearing —and so do we!

“Building in 2026 is a really exciting
prospect as we chase the remaining
funds we need.

“Thank-you to everyone who makes
a donation because every pound
will really count towards getting
contractors on site”.

Supporters can donate online
and set up regular standing orders
at www.gcrailway.co.uk/unify
=?» The latest project news is available
at the GCR’s YouTube channel
GCROFFICIAL, to which subscriptions
are free.

Preservation pioneer’s collection on display at Worth Valley

THE Roger Bell Collection of
locomotive nameplates and

other railwayana was unveiled at
the Engine Shed Museum of the
Bahamas Locomotive Society at
Ingrow, on the Keighley & Worth
Valley Railway, on October 25. This
impressive group of items of LNWR
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Carrying a Roger Bell headboard, LNWR 0-6-2T Coal Tank
No. 1054 at Oxenhope with guests following the unveiling
of the collection on October 25. BLS

and LMS origin was a bequest from
the estate of Mr Bell, the man who

was instrumental in purchasing

LMS Stanier 4-6-2 No. 6201 Princess
Elizabethin 1963, and who died last

year.
It had been his wish that the
collection should go on public

display, the museum providing an
ideal and appropriate setting.

His long-term partner, Brenda
Lawson, who unveiled the
collection, said: “l am delighted to
see the care and enthusiasm with
which Ingrow Museum and the
Bahamas Society have received

collection also includes the sample LMS express engine
livery panels created for David Jenkinson who, with
Bob Essery, wrote the standard reference work on LMS
locomotive liveries. LMS
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Unique British Fell system survivor is 150 years old!

By Robin Jones

CELEBRATIONS to mark the 150t
birthday of a Bristol-built 0-4-2T
which is the world’s sole-surviving
locomotive to use the Fell rack
system have been held at its New
Zealand home.

New Zealand Railways H class
No. 199 Mont Ceris is the centrepiece
of the Fell Locomotive Museum in
Featherston, in the South Wairarapa
District of the Wellington Region
of North Island. No. H199 is also
that country’s only surviving
rack locomotive.

Builtin 1875 by the Avonside Engine
Company of Bristol, No. H199 was one
of the original four Fell locomotives
shipped to New Zealand for working
between Cross Creek and Summit on
the Rimutaka (now Remutaka) Incline
Railway, an engineering marvel in
itself.

Before the 1955 opening of the
existing rail tunnel, the Wairarapa
line crossed the rugged Rimutakas,
with gradients as steep as 1-in-15. To
tackle the incline, engineers installed
a system designed by British engineer
John Barraclough Fell (1815-1902),
which involved a raised centre rail
gripped by four horizontally-mounted
wheels underneath the locomotives.
Unlike rack railways with toothed
wheels, the Fell system used smooth
rails and wheels, relying on a heavy
spring mechanism for grip.

The first test application was
alongside the Cromford & High
Peak Railway’s cable-hauled incline

Strathspeytop
~of the ratings

. THE Strathspey Railway was seen by
. more than 11.1 million TV viewers
who turned in for the final of

. Celebrity Traitors reality series on
November 6, the most-watched TV

. programme of the year so far.

Roger’s gift, and the skill and
imagination they have putinto
providing his magnificent collection
with a new home.”

Society chairman Keith Whitmore
said: “We are grateful to Brenda for
making this possible and privileged
to have this iconic collection in our
care, available for all to see.”

Nameplate pairs
Among the collection are 19
LNWR nameplates and five of LMS
origin. Of the latter it pairs the
LMS memorial engine Patriot with
British Legion. These, together
with Private E Sykes VC, from the
LNWR Claughton locomotive, were
dedicated during the event as a
memorial by Jeff Gantschuk ISM,
county vice-chairman of the South
& West Yorkshire Royal British
Legion, as a means to continue the
role originally provided by these
locomotives.

The creation of this permanent
exhibition at Ingrow in the year
of both Railway 200 and the 80th
anniversary of VE/VJ Day is seen as

at Whaley Bridge, in England,

in 1863/64. Only three railways
worldwide ever used the Fell centre-
wheel system.

No. H199 was named Mont Cenis
after the first Fell railway in the French
and ltalian Alps, a temporary one
which had been built in 1866/67 over
the Mont Cenis Pass, the landscape
which had been Fell’s inspiration
for the concept. New Zealand'’s Fell
system was the longest-lasting, with
the Rimutka incline opening in 1878.

No.H199 retired in 1955 alongside
five other H class members when the
new tunnel opened and the incline
closed.

Retired and saved
Made redundant, No. H199 was
gifted to Featherston in 1958 and
became a much-loved climbing
frame for children in the park at
Clifford Square. It remained part of
the playground until 1981 when
the newly formed Friends of the Fell
Society moved it for static restoration
due to deterioration. Three years
later in 1984, the Fell Locomotive
Museum was constructed to house
No. H199 adjacent to the playground.
The locomotive was fully restored in
1989 and joined by a Fell brake van
in 1997.

Although on static display, H199
is mounted on rollers powered by
electric motors to allow people to see
how its moving parts work.

Author Joy Cowley immortalised
the engine in her 2013 children’s book
Hero of the Hill. The playground that

=
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Unveiling by Brenda Lawson of the
Roger Bell Collection in the Engine
Shed Museum at Ingrow.BLS

the largest and most important
addition to the society’s collection
since the museum opened in 2003.

Itis also seen as heralding a
refresh to the existing exhibition
display, together with the creation
of a new archive to house the
ever-growing collection of paper-
related objects.

Guests, which included many of
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A unique British-built survivor ofthe nther side of the world: New Zealand
Railways H class 0-4-2T No. H199 at the Fell Locomotive Museum in Featherston.

WAIRARAPA ARCHIVE 07-46/1

once housed H199 has since been
renamed the Joy Cowley Children’s
Playground, bringing the story full
circle. After donating all her royalties
to the museum, Joy granted it
exclusive rights to publish the book
in 2024.

Developed in the 1860s and was
soon superseded by various types
of rack railway, some Fell systems
survived in use until the 1960s.

The Snaefell Mountain Railway still
uses the Fell system for braking but
not for traction.

On November 1, the museum
staged a public celebration to mark

The dedication of the memorial
nameplates by Jeff Gantschuk, of the
Royal British Legion. BLS

Mr Bell’s friends, enjoyed a return
trip from Ingrow to Oxenhope
behind LNWR 0-6-2T Coal Tank
No. 1054 in the Lancashire &
YorkshireRailway Trust’s L&Y
Club Car.

A 44-page gquide to the
collection has been produced and
is available from the museum’s
shop priced £4.

Write to us: Heritage Rairlway, Kelsey Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9Y 6LZ.

the 150th birthday of No. H199,
which was decked out in balloons
and a birthday banner. South
Wairarapa Mayor Fran Wilde cut a
commemorative cake.

The celebrations continued the
following weekend as part of the
Wellington Heritage Festival.

The museum highlights the history
of the famous Rimutaka Incline
railway. Visitors can learn about it
through film, photographs, and
first-hand accounts from those who
worked the line.

For more information about the
venue, visit www.fellmuseum.org.nz

Boat of Garten station, near to

~ the Traitors’ Ardross Castle, has
_ appeared in every series so far.

The final challenge involved a

steam train journey in which the

. contestants had to retrieve five
gold bars in 20 minutes before it

. exploded. They escaped, adding

= £20,000 to the prize fund, which

. reached £87,500 and was won by
. comedian Alan Carr, who donated
-~ itto a children’s cancer charity

- for neuroblastoma.

An SR statement said: “For the

third consecutive year, the railway
is proud to provide the steam

. locomotives and heritage carriages
that, along with the beautiful scenic
. landscape, transport viewers to a
bygone era, significantly enhancing
. the visual allure of the show.”
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The sign from outside the Prince
of Wales Colliery signalbox being
handed over to the Prince of
Wales Colliery Memorial Group.
NETWORK RAIL

Mining group
given local
signalbox sign

A SIGNALBOX nameboard has
been presented by Network Rail
to a coal mining heritage group

The sign from outside the
Prince of Wales Colliery ‘box
in Pontefract had been kept
in storage since the structure
was demolished in 2024,
when the level crossing
was upgraded to one with
automated technology.

Prince of Wales Colliery
Memorial Group member Garry
Foreman, who worked at the
pit for more than 30 years,
approached Network Rail to ask
about the sign’s fate, fearing
that it might end up in a skip.
The group wanted to add it to
their growing collection of local
historical memorabilia.

The ‘Ponty Prince’ pit operated
for more than 130 years and
produced 1.5 million tonnes
of coal annually until its 2002
closure due to geological issues.

Garry said: “It was brilliant
to be presented with the
signalbox sign by Network Rail.

“l was in the middle of doing
my shopping when | got the
telephone call to say we could
haveit!

“It'simportant that we
preserve items like this. It's
the same reason why we
campaigned for 20 years to
get our mining memorial and
why we have a pit reunion
every year.

“We have been speaking to an
engineering firm and are going
to get the missing letters on the
sign replaced.”

Like us facebook.com/
heritagerailway

Follow us
@HeritageRailMag

Connect with us
heritage-railway-
magazine
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Success is blooming golden!

By Sally Clifford

| | THE Middleton Railway is on a

~ winning streak after clinching its

. sixth gold award at the prestigious
Yorkshirein Bloom Awards.

The Middleton Railway Trust picked

up its latest award in the Small

. Business category of the competition.
Last year, it collected its fifth gold

. when it was joint winner in the Tourist
Attractions Stately Homes and Pay-on-
~ Entry Gardens category.

Middleton’s vice-president, lan

Smith, who, along with the railway’s

. commercial manager, Janet Auckland,
prepared the application for the

. contest, paid tribute to Mick Jackson

-~ and his fellow volunteers who are

. responsible for the planting and
horticultural upkeep of the Moor Road
. site. “If it wasn't for them it wouldn't
happen,”said lan.

Yorkshirein Bloom is a voluntary

.~ regional organisation that administers
. the RHS Britain in Bloom campaign

in North, South, East, West and

- North Yorkshire.

Elsewhere, the Weardale Railway

. has earned top honours at the
Northumbria in Bloom competition,
. also part of Britain in Bloom, for a
horticulture project which brought

. together students, charities, and the
wider community to create four eye-
. catching planters shaped like iconic
locomotives at Stanhope station

. to celebrate the bicentenary of the

———

Gomg for gold: Some of the beautlful planters arranged by Mlddletun Ra:lway’s
volunteers beside Hunslet 2-6-2T No. 1540 of 1927 Picton and around the Moor

Road site. SALLY CLIFFORD

Stockton and Darlington Railway
(S&DR200).

The station won gold and best in
class awards for the planters, which
represent a journey through rail
history, from Locomotion No. 1 to
the modern Hitachi Lumo. Students
from Bishop Auckland College’s
joinery department built the planters,
which were transported by Teescraft,
installed by Weardale Railway

engineers, and filled with plants by
volunteers ahead of the judges’ visit.

Nigel Bryson, of the charity Cultivate
4 Life, which coordinated the initiative,
said: “This project shows what can be
achieved when the community comes
together.

“From funding to building, installing,
and planting, everyone played their
part — and the award is a wonderful
recognition of that teamwork.”

The London & North Eastern

. Railway Coach Association aims to
. restore 1935-built LNER third class
corridor carriage No. 23896, one

. of the express train type hauled by
the likes of A3 Flying Scotsman and
. Ad Mallard.

Launched in July, the appeal’s aim is

~ to fund the restoration of historically
important coach to operational

. condition; so far, more than £40,000
has already been contributed in just
. four months.

Built at York Carriage Works to

LNER Diagram 115, once restored,

~ No. 23896 will feature original teak
. exterior panelling, refurbished

. bogies, and a fully restored interior

-~ recreating the authentic elegance of
~ the 1930s LNER.

LNERCAR chairman Bill Monks

said: “Reaching the halfway point is
~ atremendous boost for everyone
.~ involved.

“It demonstrates the generosity,

enthusiasm and commitment of
. our supporters in preserving these

-
&

e /.

historically significant Gresley
coaches. Every donation, large or
small, helps secure the future of

our unique collection of heritage
vehicles, which are made available for
the public to travel in.

“Once outshopped, TK No. 23896
will once again carry passengers as
part of a complete Gresley set.

“It's another step toward our goal
of operating a full rake of prewar
LNER carriages, restored to the same
superb standard.”

LNERCA volunteers are in the
advanced stages of restoration
planning at their Kirby Misperton
base, combining skilled

Gresley teak appeal halfway there in four months!

AN £80,000 appeal to restore a

. Gresley teak carriage which spent

18 years as a secret mobile control

. carriage for use in a wartime scenario
has reached its halfway stage.

Gresley Corridor
Third No. 23896
inthe LNERCA's
Kirby Misperton
workshop.
MURRAY BROWN
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craftsmanship with traditional
restoration methods.

Supporters can contribute at
various sponsorship levels, including:
a full compartment - £6000 one-off
or £250 per month standing order;
half-compartment — £3000 or £125
p/m; and bogie overhaul - £1000 or
£83 p/m. Every contribution directly
funds materials, components, and
restoration work.

Donations to the TK 23896 Appeal
can be made via www.lnerca.org or
by post to: LNER Coach Association,
Unit 10, Beansheaf Industrial Park,
Tofts Lane, Kirkby Misperton, Malton
YO17 6BG.
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Historic Class 58 sent for scrap in

Spain desplte repatnatlon efforts

By Robin Jones

A BID to save the last of the 50 Class
58 diesel-electrics to be built has
failed after it was sent to be scrapped
In Spain.

The Class 58 Locomotive Group
tried for more than two decades
to save No. 58050, which was
outshopped from British Rail
Engineering’s Doncaster Works
in March 1987.1n 2002, it was
designated for preservation by the
Railway Heritage Committee (now
the Railway Heritage Designation
Advisory Board) as part of the
National Collection due to its
historical significance.

Withdrawn from UK service on
August 5, 2002, No. 58050 was
exported first to France, where it ran
from November 2004 to October
2006, and then to Spain in September
2008. It was used alongside several
sister locomotives by EWS, now DB
Cargo, on high-speed rail lines in the
south of the country.

In 2012, nine members of the
fleet in Spain were transferred to
Transfesa ownership, while DB
Cargo UK retained ownership of
Nos. 58025, 58027 and 58050. The
last-known working of a 58 in Spain
was recorded in 2016. Transfesa
scrapped its own 58s at Monforte

del Cid in early 2020. In 2023, fearful
for the future of No. 58050, the
C58LG started looking into returning
No.58050 to the UK for display. Earlier
this year, it approached the RHDAB
and the National Railway Museum
with a serious repatriation proposal,
drawing on the enthusiasm that
Railway 200 events were generating.
Although the C58LG offered to
launch a fundraising drive to cover
shipping costs, it was subsequently
told that due to the presence of
asbestos in some 58s, DB Cargo
UK was unable to sell, transfer, or

2 Ao Class 58 No. 53050 Toton
= Traction Depot light
? engine at Eastleigh
f on September 1, 2001.
u.: STEVE JONES/CREATIVE
[H COMMONS

otherwise pass on the ownership
of No. 58050 due to stringent EU
REACH (registration, evaluation,
authorisation and restriction of
chemicals) requlations. DB Cargo UK
decided that the only safe and legally
compliant course of action was to
dispose of No. 58050. It stated in a
letter of October 16 that it had sent
it to a specialist and approved third
party contractor to dispose of it in its
entirety in Spain.

A C58LG statement said: “Given
the hard work and determination
we had shown — admittedly, not

much of this was made public due

to the sensitivity of the project, we
are extremely disappointed by this
outcome and face the reality that the
likelihood is that the locomotive is to
be scrapped.

“The C58LG understands that
asbestos is a serious concern not
only within the rail industry, but also
in many sectors. The health risks
associated with asbestos exposure
are well-documented; according
to the Health and Safety Executive,
asbestos-related diseases are
responsible for about 5000 deaths in
the UK each year. We also recognise
that the REACH regulations are in
place to prevent the reintroduction
of such hazardous materials into
circulation and to safeguard both
workers and the wider public.

“DB Cargo claims it has done
everything possible within its power
to repatriate the locomotive and for
this, we commend it.”

The C58LG will continue to focus
its efforts on the four remaining
58s in the UK by supporting their
preservation for future generations.
DB Cargo UK has donated the Toton
Traction Depot nameplate from
No. 58050, removed before it left the
UK, to Doncaster’s Danum Gallery,
Museum and Library where it has just
been officially unveiled.
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The
refurbished
village sign.
MELTON
CONSTABLE
PARISH
COUNCIL

New steam age
signs for Melton
Constable

MELTON Constable — once the hub of
the Midland & Great Northern Joint
Railway — has a new set of village
signs celebrating its proud steam
age past.

Four feature locomotives, while
an archway features metal from
the station which was closed in
1964, demolished in 1971, and
since refurbished.

The project was commissioned by

signwriter Warren Drew, who charged
. &Llanfair Light
~ Railway. W&LLR

less than £2000 for the work.
Parish clerk Amanda Yacoubian

said: “These new signs are

a testament to the village's

commitment to preserving

its heritage while embracing

positive change.”

3 0 Heritagerailway.co.uk

. Panoramic

.~ carriage No.

. B4-43 Glaswagen
~ inJenbach,

. Austria, prior to
. itstransfer to

The railway has agreed the purchase

. of a high-windowed observation
carriage from the Zillertalbahn.
Carriage No. B4-43 Glaswagen,

-~ which is expected to enter service in
. mid-Wales during 2026, is of 1950s
vintage and was built originally to
allow visitors to admire the alpine

the Welshpool

R
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surroundings of Tyrol but is now
surplus to requirements. The W&LLR
will use it to provide visitors with an
alternative way to enjoy the scenery.

The W&LLR and Zillertalbahn have
enjoyed a close relationship since
the Austrian line donated four of
its balcony carriages to its Welsh
counterpart in 1968.

The Llanfair Caereinion line also
operated steam locomotive Zillertal
on hire from the Zillertalbahn
between 2019 and 2024.

While the carriage is mechanically
suited to W&LLR operations, with
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Austrian observation carriage to run on Welshpool line

~ FIFTY"SEVEN years after the

- Welshpool & Llanfair Light Railway
. acquired four vintage carriages

~ from Austria’s Zillertalbahn, giving
. the revived Welsh line a distinctive

heritage-era character, it has acquired
a fifth.

compatible braking systems, it will
require coupling modifications and
fitness to run inspections before
entering service. In the medium

term, it is hoped that the vehicle will
provide a good platform for an interior
upgrade to enable it to play arole in
the line’s popular on-train catering
services.

The carriage is due to make the
journey to Wales during the autumn.

W&LLR general manager James
Brett said : “It is a great opportunity
to acquire a historic vehicle which
will complement our current fleet,
giving us more operating capacity
and flexibility as we continue to
enhance and diversify our visitor
offering. We would like to thank
the Zillertalbahn for offering us
the opportunity to purchase this
carriage and its transport partner, the
Pressnitztalbahn, which is bringing it
to Welshpool for us.”

Zillertalbahn CEO Andreas Lackner
said: “With this vehicle now surplus
to our requirements, we are glad it
has found a home where passengers
can continue to enjoy its panoramic
travel experience.”
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No. 60103 and footplate crew shine at exhibition

By Geoff Courtney

A fantasy scene of No. 60103 Flying
Scotsman and a painting of a footplate
crew at Birmingham after a day’s shift
were among the public’s favourites
in the Guild of Railway Artists’ 2025
Railart exhibition at Kidderminster
Railway Museum which ended on
September 28.

A painting by Malcolm Root of
Princess Coronation Pacific No. 46231
Duchess of Atholl on the West Coast

Flying success:
The painting by
John Austin of
No. 60103 that
came second in a
poll held among
visitors to the
Guild of Railway
Artists’ annual
exhibition at
Kidderminster
Railway Museum.

Main Line in Cumbria topped the poll
held among visitors to the six-week
exhibition, as reported last month,
while the exhibition’s organiser, Anna
Bastin has announced that the runner-
up was the illustration of No. 60103,
the work of guild president John
Austin, who had originally painted
it for a personal Christmas card, and
in third place the painting of the
footplate crew by Rob Roland.
Explaining his distinctive painting,
Rob said it illustrated the railwaymen
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enjoying a chat as they walked up a
narrow, cobbled lane once known as
Shut Lane, a path from Birmingham
Moor Street to Park Street. The view,
he said, looked south and took in
the industrial landscape of the city
at a time when the tracks from Snow
Hill station ran parallel on the left in
his illustration.

On the right, Rob depicted a train
departing from what he described as
“the now beautifully and sensitively
restored Moor Street station,” while

standing between the two sets of
track was the “sentinel appearance
of Moor Street signalbox guarding a
scene which is now just a memory.”

Anna, who said visitors had found
it difficult to vote for their favourite
due to the high standard of the
works on display, said the exhibition
was well attended, especially at
weekends when members of the guild
demonstrated their skills. Of the 66
paintings on display, 64 were for sale
and 29 were sold.

in a painting by Rob Roland that came thirdina
public poll at the Guild of Railway Artists’ 2025
Railart exhibition held at Kidderminster Railway

Museum.

South Stattordshire route becomes the lates

FOUR miles of the South
Staffordshire Railway have been
reopened as a public greenway
walking and running route.

Officially opened on October
20, the new greenway runs from
Chesterfield Road in Lichfield, next
to Sandfields Pumping Station to
Chasewater, crossing the Mé toll road
at one point.

Accessible at various points along
the route, McClean Way has been
developed by Lichfield District
Council in partnership with volunteer
group Back The Track, whose
members have spent the past 18
months helping to clear vegetation
and restoring the route to prepare
it for safe public use. The route had
previously been used by walkers for
some time but has now been made
safer and more accessible.

The railway was opened in 1849
and provided passenger and freight
connections between Lichfield,
Walsall, Dudley, and the industrial
areas of the Black Country.

Regular passenger services were
withdrawn in 1965 as part of the

Beeching cuts, but freight continued
for several decades, serving local
industry, latterly Charrington’s Oil
Terminal, with petroleum products
transported until the late 1990s. The
line was closed to all traffic in 2001,
although the track and infrastructure
have remained under the ownership
and maintenance of Network Rail.

In 2022, the council began
working closely with Network Rail
to secure a lease on the moribund
line and create a green corridor
linking Lichfield to Chasewater and
the surrounding settlements of
Burntwood and Hammerwich.

Extensive works have now been
completed along the route, including
the removal of rail track and sleepers,
with the existing ballast graded to
remove larger stones, then crushed
and compacted to create a safe, level
walking surface.

Hazardous tree removal has been
undertaken, along with key safety
works, including the installation of
fencing in areas with potential fall
risks, improved access points, and
the installation of signage along the

enway
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The new greenway created along four miles of the closed South Staffordshire

Railway. LICHFIELD DC

route. “The project will provide a safe
route for recreation and active travel,
while celebrating and preserving
an important piece of the area’s
historic transport heritage,” said a
council statement.

The launch event at Sandfields
Pumping Station was attended

representatives from the district
council, Back The Track, Lichfield City

Write to us: Heritage Rairlway, Kelsey Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9Y 6LZ.

Council, Burntwood Town Council,
Hammerwich Parish Council and
Lichfield Litter Legends.

The ribbon was officially cut by
district council chairman Coun
Keith Vernon, who was joined by
Coun Doug Pullen and Coun Janice
Silvester-Hall, while Back The Track
volunteers, councillors, and guests
looked on.
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An amusing call that led to
a GWR ‘gold mine’

By Geoff Courtney

A PREVIOUSLY hidden archive of
27,000 GWR photographs in the
library at Swindon’s STEAM Museum
has been described as a ‘gold mine’
by volunteer Kevin Robertson, who is
so impressed by its contents that he
has written a book on the collection.
No stranger to railway publications,
Kevin’s first such venture was in 1982
when he was co-author of a book on
the Didcot, Newbury & Southampton
Railway, and since then he has been
involved with many more, while in
2012 he was invited to run lan Allan
Publishing, which he says was a
‘privilege’ that he enjoyed until 2017.
In 2019 he started working with
Robin Fell, of Transport Treasury,
and this has led to The Unseen
Great Western, a 104-page book
that features photographs from the
archive, which is known at STEAM
as the Harry Collection. An amusing
explanation of how the collection
ended up at the museum is provided
in the book by collections officer
Elaine Arthurs.

“It was normal day in the autumn of
2011 when the curatorial department

at STEAM took a telephone call

regarding a bequest of railway items,”

she wrote. “The executor of the will
(who was not an expert in railway
memorabilia) tried to describe some
of the items over the telephone. He
mentioned that there were some
very heavy crescent-shaped items
that were part of the donation. He
didn’t know what they were, but
there were several of them.

“He also described some heavy
rectangular objects with numbers
on them. To the curatorial team,
these items sounded very much
like the name and numberplates
from locomotives, but donations of
such are very rare, and on this scale
unheard of.”

Bated breath

Elaine said the museum asked for
photographs to establish what was
being offered. “The team waited
with bated breath, and it wasn’t long
before an email came through that
confirmed their suspicions. These
were name and numberplates from
Great Western locomotives, and
the executor had found more! They
were everywhere — under beds,

in wardrobes, in the garage — it

was unbelievable.”

Astonishingly, the collection,
which comprised the largest number

of objects, archive material and
photographs ever gifted to the
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Firstin line: The footplate crew poses
with GWR No. 1, an experimental
design that was built as a standard
gauge outside-framed 4-4-0T in 1880
and rebuiltas a 2-4-0T in 1882 with,
among other modifications, shortened
side tanks. In this form it operated
Bristol to Taunton and Salisbury

trains before being reallocated to
Plymouth and then Chester and was

withdrawn in the Big Four erain

1924 with 530,000 miles on the clock.
Ahead of the driver on the cabside

is awarning bell, an early means of
emergency communication. The image
is published in The Unseen Great
Western. STEAM - MUSEUM OF THE
GREATWESTERN RAILWAY

—

Highrise: The art of successful publicity is not new - the Big Four companies were masters of it 100 years ago, as this image
at Swindon from The Unseen Great Western illustrates. Taken on June 28, 1927, it features then newly built No. 6000 King
George Vand above it the replica 2-2-2 North Star, the original of which ran from 1837 to 1871 and was cut up in 1906.
STEAM — MUSEUM OF THE GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY, SWINDON

museum in a single lot, included nine

nameplates, 73 cabsides, four totems,

nine signalbox nameplates, 15
locomotive tenderplates, more than
27,000 photographs, and hundreds
of other GWR-related objects and
archive material.

The collection was amassed
over many years by Brian Harry,
who Elaine said obviously knew
the significance of what he was
collecting.

It took a whole day, two vans, and
four cars to transfer the items to the
museum, and then about five years
to catalogue the photographs, which
Harry had put away in boxes that
were hidden for years from outside
view.

Kevin, who lives in Lambourn, 14
miles from Swindon, said his book
came about following a study of the
images. “Despite having been a Great
Western devotee for many years,
although | actually like all railways,
so many of the images were new to
me, and | felt they deserved a larger
audience,” he said. “The collection
Is a veritable gold mine, countless
images compiled from a variety of
sources.”

He describes the publication as
“not unduly technical, not full of
reminiscences and anecdotes;
instead, a small tribute to one man
who was an avid collector of images

and hardware.” The book, he said, had

H'I

been some time in the gestation.

wanted to get it as right as possible.
| do not for one moment profess to
be an expert, instead one who has
a working knowledge in various
subjects and perhaps a greater or
lesser appreciation in others. | also
wanted it to be a book of some

surprises.”

=» The Unseen
Great Western-
Images from the
Harry Collection.
Text by Kevin
Robertson
(softback,

Publishing, 104pp, &#

£14.95. I1SBN
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Surprising Swil

By Hugh Dougherty

DONEGAL Railway Heritage Museum
manager Marty Gilroy was astonished
when an enthusiast arrived at the
museum’s door with the nameboard
from the Londonderry & Lough Swilly
Railway’s Manorcunningham station
to donate it to the collection.

“The sign disappeared after the
station, known locally as Manor,
situated between Tooban Junction
and Letterkenny, was closed and the
line dismantled in 1953, and it was
presumed lost,” said Marty. “Imagine
my surprise when the enthusiast
arrived with the 14ft metal sign and
gave it to us.

“He acquired it in the 1990s and
kept it in storage elsewhere in
Ireland, before deciding to ensure
that it would be well looked after at
the museum. We are very grateful as
it’s a rare Swilly survivor.”

Manorcunningham station, named
after the Plantation of Ulster family,
the Scottish Cunninghams, who
occupied the fertile Lagan area, also
giving their name to the next station
along the line, Newtoncunningham,
was opened in 1883 and served
the area until the end of Swilly rail
services. The village continued to
be served by L&LSR buses until the
company was wound up in 2014,
while the station building survives in
good condition as a private house.

The museum is now faced with
the eternal dilemma of preservation:
to keep the sign in its current, worn
condition or to restore it to its
original state. Metal station signs
were in general use on the Swilly’s
Letterkenny section, but stations
on the Letterkenny & Burtonport
Extension Railway relied on cheaper
painted-on names. “We will certainly
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temporarily on display outside Donegal Railway Heritage

Museum. DRHM

Ballymagans station today, where the rail has been found.

HUGH DOUGHERTY

ensure that it's properly conserved
and displayed appropriately,”
said Marty.

Meanwhile, another remarkable
Swilly survivor has shown up at
Ballymagan station, the first stop
north out of Buncrana on the
Carndonagh line, in the shape of a
length of Lough Swilly rail, seemingly
abandoned on the parapet of a
former bridge at the site, despite the
line being closed in 1935.
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It has come to the attention
of Buncrana-based sculptor and
Swilly enthusiast John McCarron,
whose iconic work, The Ghosts of
Tooban Junction, marks the site of
the junction with a replica of the
original signals in use when the line
was open.

John said: “This piece of rail is a
remarkable find, but | have no idea
who owns it. It's sitting on a bridge
parapet where the road used to cross

The length of Swilly rail sitting on the bridge parapet at
Ballymagan Station, 90 years after the line closed.
HUGH DOUGHERTY
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the line. That seems to be public
property as it's outside the station
site itself. | feel that it should be
taken to Donegal Railway Heritage
Museum for display or, alternatively,
used in a future sculpture celebrating
the Swilly, for example. Just leaving
it there to rust further seems
unacceptable and | hope, as an
amazing survivor from a line that
closed 90 years ago and was lifted
shortly after, that it can be saved.”

Successful debut means historic
tunnel rides to return in 2026

Farewell tour for South Western

A MINIATURE railway inside
Leicester’s historic Glenfield Tunnel
Is to run again next year after a
successful debut season.

As reported in Heritage Railway
Issue 335, the Leicestershire Industrial
History Society marked Railway 200
by laying a 165ft 7%in gauge line
through the mile-long tunnel, built
by the Leicester & Swannington
Railway with Robert Stephenson as
engineer. Opened in 1832, it was the
long railway tunnel in the world in
its day.

Used to transport coal from the
west Leicestershire coalfields into
the city, and one of the world'’s first
underground rail routes, and until
now the last passengers carried

through the tunnel had been on
September 24, 1928.

When the line closed to freight on
May 2, 1966, the tunnel was bought
by Leicester City Council for £5.

The society said it had welcomed
thousands of visitors since June, and
that the rides had been far more
popular than the volunteers had
anticpated. Tickets for a ride on the

asked to make a donation. This year,
the society gave a cheque for £500

to LOROS Hospice Care and also used
some of the donations to provide
safety equipment for visitors. It
received a grant from Glenfield Parish
Council to provide a defibrillator

on site.

The tunnel will be vacated at the
end of October until May so long-
eared brown bats can hibernate for
the winter.

Built by British Rail Engineering

. in 1982-85, they have run on SWR
routes since March 1983, making

. them among the oldest trains still in
. use on the national network.
miniature line are free, but visitors are

However, they have been phased

. out in favour of the company’s new

. £1 billion Class 701 Arterio fleet, with
each 10-car train carrying more than
. 50% passengers than the 455s.

SWR is running the ‘Class 455

Farewell” tour in conjunction with the
. Branch Line Society, which sold all
. 400 allocated tickets on November

10 when they were released. Profits

are being split between charities The
Alex Wardle Foundation, Macmillan,
. and The Railway Children.

Write to us: Heritage Rairlway, Kelsey Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ.

'Railways’ long-serving EMUs

A SPECIAL farewell tour for South
. Western Railway’s Class 455 EMUs will
take place on Sunday, December 21.

The tour will depart Waterloo
just after 9.30am and visit familiar
locations on the SWR network, plus
a number of rare track routings
including the Point Pleasant-East
Putney connection, Epsom Up
Sidings and Guildford North Box
Sidings, before the finale of Waterloo
Carriage South Sidings.

SWR engineering and infrastructure
director Neil Drury said: “While
customers are getting used to the
many benefits of our new fleet of
Arterio trains, we know there are
many enthusiasts out there who will
be sad to see our classic red trains go.

“The farewell tour will be a fitting
tribute to these trains, which have
been a staple of our railway and have
worked incredibly hard for more than
four decades.”
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TwoBeamish locos transferredtTanﬁeld

By Robin Jones Malleable No. 5 was so named g L ,~ Robert

because it worked at the company’s ' S N i Stephenson
TWO Victorian steam locomotives Malleable Iron Works in Stockton-on- 0-6-0T
have been handed over to the Teesfor its enitre commercial career No.3 Twizell, with
Tanfield Railway by Beamish Museum,  before being preserved by Beamish in driverBen
including the oldest working the 1970s. Wilson, in

In a bizarre twist of fate, Malleable
No. 5 was initially stored by Beamish at

charge pulling
away from East

locomotive in the UK to be built by the
Newcastle firm of Robert Stephenson.

Stephenson 0-6-0T No. 2730 of 1891 Marley Hill engine shed, which is now Tanfield with
No. 3 Twizzell recently underwent a the Tanfield headquarters. Indeed, it the 10.40am to
£100,000 overhaul at Tanfield. It was was restored by volunteers at Marley Sunnisideon
employed hauling coal trains for Hill, becoming the first locomotive to October 18.
James Joicey’s large colliery empire in run there since the shed was saved DAVE WILSON

County Durham before being savedin ~ from demolition.

the early 1970s.

After spending nearly 30 years on
long-term loan at Tanfield, where

it was cared for by volunteers,
ownership has been officially

Return to Marley Hill

It later moved to Beamish but has not
been in an operational condition for
many years. Once back at Tanfield, it

transferred. To celebrate the move,
Twizell featured in Tanfield's end-of-
season gala weekend on October
18/19.

The second locomotive to be passed
over to the Tanfield Railway is 0-4-0ST
Malleable Iron Co No. 5, which was
built for the South Durham Steel and
lIron Company in 1873, although its
builder remains a mystery. There is a
strong suspicion that this would have
been the South Durham Steel and
Iron Company itself, albeit with some
components bought in.

will be fully assessed and cosmetically
restored in due course.

To complete the transfers, three
vintage coal hoppers that have been
stored at Tanfield have also been
handed over.

Tanfield Railway Trust chairman
Derek Smith said: “The Tanfield
Railway was created to showcase the
history of the North East’s industrial
railways. The unique history of
Malleable No. 5 means it fills a major
gap in the collection, and Twizell
has been a much-loved part of our

operations for several years. To secure
them both is a massive boost, but

to do so in the year we celebrate the
300th anniversary of the Tanfield
Railway is really special.

“We are really grateful to Beamish
for entrusting the future of these
vehicles in us.”

Paul Jarman, director of
development — transport, industry
and design, at Beamish, said: “Working
in partnership with those who have
common goals only serves to enrich
our heritage and ensure that it can

be enjoyed, educate, and retain those
established links to our past that we
know are so important to the region.

Strong partnership

“We are delighted to continue the
close cooperation with the Tanfield
Railway and have enjoyed the visit

by one of their locomotives to the
museum this summer. Both Twizell
and Malleable have secure futures
with the Tanfield Railway, and itis a
recognition that it is a healthy process
for museums to review and reassess

its collections and those artefacts
within it.

“With Twizell having spent 30 years
at Tanfield already, it makes complete
sense to transfer it to the trust and
ensure that the commitment to its
long-term care, and the necessary
investment that this entails, can be
secured for it.”

The transfers from Beamish follow
asset review by the Tanfield to focus
more closely on items which are
most relevant to North East industrial
railways. Several Tanfield-based
vehicles have found new homes as
part of this process.

nameplates from Malleable No. 5 (in the background) from
Paul Jarman, Beamish director of transport and industry. TR

Tanfield Trust secretary Angela Pickering handing over a
painting of Twizell to Paul Jarman.

Remembering DPS vice president Michael S Baker - a true Deltic legend

“He invariably attended the DPS
annual general meetings, with
son Stephen, when there would
always be a queue wishing to talk
to him. This continued until recently
when the distance and health
considerations intervened.

“It's fair to state that because of
Mike Baker, the DPS has all three
Deltics in operational order some
64 years after being built. No
problem was too great for him to
solve and advise.

“The board passes on sincere
condolences to his family, his good
lady Kate, and son Stephen for
their - and our - loss, a remarkable,
highly respected engineer who will
long be remembered.”

formative years of the society, the
Napiers were not touched, nor was
there any reason to do so.

“Mike was of enormous help
when a quill shaft was replaced
on power unit 538 when in the
workshops at Castle Donnington
power station to which the DPS had
been granted access. This was the
first notable engine repair. Since
then, his expertise has been put to
good use and so appreciated on
many occasions.

“This engineer had a remarkable
library of manuals and documents.
Simply, he was always the ‘go
to’person when any problem
manifested itself, the ultimate
authority in all things Napier.

and he came to the ‘rescue’ of the
DPS engineering volunteers on
countless occasions. It was obvious
he would be an unbelievable asset
to what was then an enthusiastic,
but somewhat naive group of
would-be preservationists.

“Over many years, this senior
engineer helped out on so many
occasions, one such being during
a trip to the Mid-Hants Railway
where he managed to start one
of the DPS machines which had a
run-down battery with one of his
‘tricks,'the start-up having defeated
the volunteers.

“He really came to the fore
when the engineers started to
strip Napier power units — in the

THE Deltic Preservation Society has
been in mourning following the
passing of vice president Michael S
Baker on October 10.

Mike lived at Colchester and for
many years worked for Paxman
Diesels, which undertook Napier
power unit repairs for both BR
and the Admiralty. Mike serviced
Napier applications in the Middle
East after the war as both India and
Burma had vessels propelled by
Napier technology.

He became closely involved with
the society in autumn 1981 in the
final months of the BR Deltic era.

A society statement said: “His
knowledge of Napier power units
was nothing short of extraordinary

4() Heritagerailway.co.uk Pre-order Issue 340: Order your copy from mrtns.uk/pre-order-hr or call 01507 529529.



Five miles of long-closed Letterkenny & Burtonport
railway is opened as a new walk — 78 years on

By Hugh Dougherty

A FIVE-MILE section of the former
Letterkenny & Burtonport Extension
Railway has been opened to
pedestrians, cyclists, and horse riders.
It is called the Muckish Railway Walk as
the line traversed this wild and remote
section of Donegal country under the
shadow of Muckish Mountain.

The walk, which includes
refurbished cuttings, culverts,
embankments, and the L&BER's
characteristic round stone gateposts,
reopens a part of the county which
had been inaccessible to people since
the closure of theline in 1947, as no
public roads penetrate the area.

A two-mile length of the railway
track has been surfaced, with the
remaining three miles to Falcarragh
station passable but still to be brought
up to full standardes.

An existing section of what is
badged as the Burtonport Railway
Walk stretches on past Falcarragh
towards the first section of the route
to be restored, from Burtonport itself
to Dungloe Road station. Local groups
and Donegal County Council plan to
have the whole 50-mile route from
Letterkenny to Burtonport reinstated
as a greenway.

On the Muckish Railway Walk, safety
fences have been installed along
raised embankment sections of the
route, further defining the railway'’s
presence in the bleak landscape, with
traditional names restored to cuttings
to commemorate the foremen who
supervised the navvies building the
line between 1901 and 1903.

Walkers and cyclists experience the
steep 1-in-50 gradients taking the line
to its summit at Lough Agher, once

F

Restored rallway gates and gateposts at the start of the
walk with the trackbed looking towards Muckish Mountain.

HUGH DOUGHERTY

visible only from a train. Information
boards show pictures of the railway
in action, featuring the Lough Swilly’s
massive 4-8-0 tender and 4-8-4T
locomotives built specially for this
challenging railway, which was
constructed with British Government
money, both to aid the Burtonport
fishing industry and to kill Irish
nationalism with kindness.

Closed, revived, and reused
Closed between Burtonport and
Gweedore in 1940, the remaining
section between Gweedore and
Letterkenny was revived during the
Second World War as the Lough
Swilly Railway’s replacement buses
were short of fuel. Final closure came
in 1947, with the track lifted in 1949,
and the trackbed lying derelict until
Its current restoration.

Donegal County Council heritage
officer Dr Joe Gallagher said: “We
are celebrating the heritage of
the narrow-gauge Letterkenny &
Burtonport Railway by restoring
the Muckish Railway Walk and

A well deflned cuttlng looking towards Dunfanaghy Road

station. HUGH DOUGHERTY
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The railway’s heyday is illustrated well on the information boards.

HUGH DOUGHERTY

by conserving some of its most
prominent features.

“Visitors will get an impression of
just how remote this railway was amid
the grandeur of Donegal mountain
scenery, and it's easy to imagine the

trains, dwarfed by Muckish Mountain
itself, battling their way up the
gradients to and from Burtonport.

“The ultimate goal is to restore the
trackbed all the way from Letterkenny
to Burtonport.”

New Somerset & Dorset
greenway extends eastwards

A SECTION of Somerset & Dorset
Joint Railway trackbed has been
officially reopened to the public
as the latest part of a walking and
cycling greenway to the east of
Shepton Mallet.

The initial section of the greenway
begins near the A37 Whitstone Hall on
the eastern edge of town, following
the trackbed on top of the Bath Road
and Ham Wood viaducts and passing
through Windsor Hill tunnel.

Following an intensive work camp
in September, the newest extension
to the greenway, of about half a mile,
was opened on October 17, taking the
route as far as Thrupe Lane.

A ceremony to open the extension
was held at Ham Wood viaduct,
attended by local volunteers and

representatives from Somerset
Council, landowner the Dinder Estate,
Greenway and Cycle Routes, and
contractor MP & KM Golding Ltd.

Coun Ros Wyke, who represents
Mendip West on Somerset Council,
stood on a tree stump near the
viaduct to address the crowds.

“Rural paths are something we
all believe in,” she said, “and | am
delighted that we actually have
someone here from the Department
for Transport who can actually see
in the flesh how even a path ‘in the
middle of nowhere’is actually really
being supported.

“This is a really important section of
the Somerset Circle. This continuous
route of 76 miles is rapidly becoming
a reality.
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Couns Ros Wyke and Richard Wilkins open the Windsor HI" Greenway hew
extension near Shepton Mallet on October 17. GREENWAYS AND CYCLE ROUTES

“Already, 50 miles of it have been
completed and people are using it.”
The extension to the greenway

Write to us: Heritage Raillway, Kelsey Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9Y 6LZ.

will make it easier to travel to
Chilcompton, Midsomer Norton
and Radstock.
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Film archive highlights changeover
years for rail in Northern Ireland

By Hugh Dougherty

NORTHERN Ireland Screen wants to
spread the word about its unique
treasure trove of films showing
railways and tramways in Northern
Ireland at a crucial time in history,
when line closures and service
rundown were the order of the day in
the 1950s and 1960s, and the railway
preservation movement there was
taking its first tentative steps.

Featuring a variety of sources
which include news footage shot by
Ulster Television,
BBC Northern
Ireland and private
professional and
amateur film
makers, the freely
accessible archive
covers footage of
the Great Northern
Railway of Ireland’s Fintona horse
tram in action on its Fermanagh
branch in 1957 and its subsequent
arrival after withdrawal at the
original Belfast Transport Museum at
Witham Street.

On offer too is film of former
Great Southern Railway of Ireland
4-6-0 Maeve being brought by rail
from Dublin, also for display at
Witham Street, while other films
show everyday life on the Ulster
Transport Authority lines around
the old Portadown station, with
steam and diesel in evidence, at a
time of great transition and change
on the railway system. Even the Hill
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“There are what
were once everyday
scenes in plenty,
now lost to time..."

The Old Scouts from Strabane had their chartered railcar,
much like a bus private hire, stop in the Barnesmore Gap on
their way to Inver. NISDA

of Howth Tramway, Belfast trams,
and their replacement trolleybuses
merit coverage.

Trips are also made over the border
to see the Cavan & Leitrim Railway in
grimy, all-steam action shortly before
closure in 1959, with a captivating
sequence shot from a train on the
famous Arigna roadside tramway.
Also on the narrow gauge, a UTV
news film from December 1959 charts
the events leading up to the closure
of the County Donegal Railway, with
rare shots of passengers on a diesel
railcar.There s
poignant footage
of diesel tractor
Phoenix working
over Letterkenny
line track between
Lifford and
Strabane, while
workers start to
lay the road surface which would
supersede the trains on this section to
allow the replacement CDR Buses and
lorries, also featured in the film, to run
directly into Strabane station.

The CDR also has colour film shot
by skilled amateur cameraman
James Houston, of Strabane, with
two features. Old Scouts sees a group
of now grown-up Scouts charter a
railcar to take them to Inver on a day
trip. The other follows members of
Strabane Presbyterian Church on a
day trip to Portrush in 1953, via an
11-coach CDR special steam train
to Derry, as they steam from there
over the UTA main line to Coleraine
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A County Donegal Railway Class 5 locomotive brings a mixed train into Lifford
stationimmediately before closure in December 1959.

and Portrush, spending a day at the
beach in hats and best dresses, sports
jackets and flannels, and a UTA and
CDR train home.

Evan Marshall, broadcast archivist
with Northern Ireland Screen’s
heritage and archive department,
said: “We want as many Heritage
Railway readers as possible to enjoy
our archive. These films show our
railways at a crucial stage in their
development and at a time when,
with the threat to so many lines
evident, the railway preservation
movement began in Northern Ireland.

“There are what were once everyday
scenes in plenty, now lost to time,
and one of our most popular hits on
Youtube has been the UTV Sixties
NI series, episode five in particular,

A rare view of passengers inside a busy CDR railcar stopped
for customs examination at Castlefinn in December 1959,

immediately before closure of the line.

Left: CDR diesel tractor Phoenix runs

over soon-to-be-lifted track between
Lifford and Strabane as track workers
prepare the road bed for conversion to
aroadway for the replacement buses
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and lorries.

Right: One of the CDR’s newly
delivered goods train replacement
tractor and trailer units poses for the
camera at Stranorlar before going into

service immediately after the railway
closed on December 31, 1959.

which has footage of the CDR, the
mothballed Antrim-Knockmore
line, and the Belfast & County Down
Railway.

“Heritage railway fans will also be
interested to know that we have
a feature on the earliest days of
the Railway Preservation Society
of Ireland, which we have still to
digitise and will release in due
course. It's interesting that even
railway preservation itself is part of
history, and it’s right that it should be
recorded and made available.”

Evan is inviting readers ready for
a free ticket to the past on track to
access the collection via Northern
Ireland Screen website at https://
northernirelandscreen.co.uk; click
on the digital archive section of the
website to access the collection. “You
won't be disappointed,” he said. “This
is a resource for railway historians,
preservationists and modellers alike.

“My own favourite sequence is from
film taken from a diesel railcar driver's
cab at the now-closed Aldergrove
station. There's now serious proposals
to reopen the Antrim-Lisburn line
and to build a spur line into Belfast
International Airport from Aldergrove
station. There’s no irony there!”
=» Pictures copyright ITV, courtesy
Northern Ireland Screen Digital
Archive, unless otherwise stated.
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Enjoy six action packed days of unique
experiences on the Isle of Man’s
heritage railways and vintage buses!

Details of events to be announced in the

Spring at rail.im

Put us in your diary for an event like no other!

Isle.Man
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DISCOVER THE

SLE OF MAN

EXPLORE [HE

SUMMER
ISLE OF MAN BY TRANSPORT
HERITAGE RAILWAY FESTIVAL

3, 5& 7 NIGHT 27 JULY - 03 AUGUST
thday rncfudes Early bird offer

*/ 5 Nights &7 7 Nights

Bed & Breakfast Bed & Breakfast
{7 Return 7 Return

Sea Travel Sea Travel

& Go Explore
Travel Card

2 Go Explore
Travel Card

More information contact:
The Isle of Man Events Reservations Team
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A beautiful NEW Limited Edition

print and the
2026 ‘Footplate’ calendar
featuring paintings by
Philip D. Hawkins FGRA

—

“Fifties At Tiverton Junction”

A pair of British Rail Class 50s No’s 50014 ‘Warspite’ and 50011
‘Centurion; both sporting the ‘Large Logo’ livery, roar through Tiverton

Junction station with a Paddington-Penzance express during the mid
1980s.

A Limited Edition of 250 prints only and 25 Artist’s Proofs.
Limited Edition £75 each inc p&p, Artist’s Proof £95 each inc p&p.
Print size 23in x 16.5In, image size 21in x 14in.

‘Lady In Waiting’ ‘Snow Hill - Northern Approaches

These are just two of our extensive range of Limited Edition prints.
Artists’ Proofs of some are also available.

SEE OUR FULL RANGE ONLINE

To learn more about the artist, his paintings, books and how to go about
commissioning work visit www.philipdhawkins.co.uk

2026 ‘Footplate’ Calendar

‘Small Heath Winter’ ‘Blackmore Vale’

Another year and another wondetrful selection from the original paintings by
Philip D. Hawkins FGRA. Titles included are:- ‘The Master Cutler,

‘King On The Cambrian, ‘Blackmore Vale, ‘Evening At Barmouth Junction,
‘Preparing For Nightfall’ & ‘Small Heath Winter:

Overall size 19.5in x 13.5in. Image size 15in X 10.5in. Price £25 inc p&p

VISIT US AT
www.quicksilverpublishing.co.uk

for our full catalogue and more

Or send your order to:- QuUicksilver Publishing
‘The Sidings’, 52 Teignmouth Road, Teignmouth, TQ14 8UT

Tel: 01626 773288
Please allow 14 days for delivery and make cheques and postal orders
payable to Quicksilver Publishing. pu—
'c VISA
Please add £20 for all overseas orders .

-———— — =

Heritagerailway.co.uk 43



HERITAGE CHALLENGES

MOORSLIFE ON THE MOORSLINE:

BIG LINE, BIG ENGINES, BIG EXPENSES

With the concurrent visit of two icons of steam bringing the curtain down on its main
2025 calendar, Owen Hayward speaks to North Yorkshire Moors Railway CEO Laura
Strangeway, who reflects on what is an incredibly challenging time for the line.

here’s no denying the fact that the

North Yorkshire Moors Railway is a

big railway. Not only does it run for
24 miles through the national park from
Pickering to Grosmont, but in 2014 it gained
access to the Esk Valley line to run into
the coastal town of Whitby. This year has,
however, been one fraught with challenges.
A number of large fires saw steam services
curtailed several times throughout the year,
with 16 weeks given over to diesel operation
in all.

Since the Covid-19 pandemic, it has been a
challenge for the railway to recover, carrying
over a deficit each year. For its 2024/25
financial year, it posted a loss of £278,000.
Behind the scenes, CEO Laura Strangeway has
been working to get the railway into a much
stronger position again, although this has not
been easy.

“We started the season well, about 12%
up on budget — and with inflation, these are
obviously pretty hard budgets to meet — but
then we had the big lineside fire in April, and it
has been a struggle since,” she explained. “That
said, July and August did much better than
we initially thought they would. We brought
in a load of extra initiatives, including Flying

— —
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Scotsman, which has helped get us “back on
track, and these should certainly have helped
us to make a dent in the deficit for this year.

“The big issue has been the costs rising. It’s
not that the railway is failing, it’s that costs
have risen so much, just like they have for
every railway. We are having to essentially
reinvent the railway to make it work with
where the economy is now, and that’s a pretty
hard thing to achieve.

“Visit York has shared its car parking
statistics, which is something it uses to
measure visitor footfall, and that has been
down about 30% this year.”

Star visits

Despite the reduction in footfall to the region,
the visit of several star locomotives throughout
the year has helped top the numbers up. In
March, LNER A4 No. 60007 Sir Nigel Gresley
spent nine days working trains, while April
saw the same of LMS Jubilee No. 45596
Bahamas. Although the visit of Peppercorn Al
No. 60163 Tornado was disrupted by a steam
ban, it too proved a hit and drew in the crowds.
The appearance of NER electric autocar

No. 3170 also proved incredibly popular,
initially brought in to offer something extra

in February when track work prevented trains
from running further south than Goathland,
but it stayed on until August.

These all paled in comparison to the
attendance numbers for the visit of A3
No. 60103 Flying Scotsman, which operated on
dates from October 25 through to November
12. Visitors enjoyed full round trips of the
line between Grosmont and Pickering from
allocated seats behind the visiting Pacific,
with many of these trains selling out and
Grosmont becoming gridlocked as people
flocked to catch a glimpse of ‘the world’s most
famous locomotive.

Running concurrently with this was the visit
of the replica of Locomotion No. 1 and the 1825
Stockton & Darlington Railway opening train,
fresh from its main line run and appearance
at Hitachi’s Newton Aycliffe factory open
day. For the first time on a heritage railway,
members of the public could enjoy a trip
aboard the replica carriage Experiment, with
shortjourneys taking place between Pickering
station and New Bridge depot; just as with
Flying Scotsman, these almost entirely sold out.

“I said to Paul Middleton, ‘go and get me big
engines and let’s make this year work™ — and
he’s done really well and nailed every one of

Hlstnry meets: The replica of

. as Flying Scotsman passes by while

runnlng round its train at Pickering on
tober 25 RODN EY TOWERS



them,” Laura explained. “That does mean
next year is now a bit of a challenge in finding
how we can beat it, but we have some plans in
the pipeline.

“While having these visiting engines has
been brilliant for the Moors, you could easily
be caught out by having all your eggs in one
basket. If that locomotive fails, you put the
whole event at risk, but fundamentally the
NYMR just leads itself well to do them. Flying
Scotsman’s visit has performed exceptionally
well too and we're really grateful to the Science
Museum Group and Northern Steam for
making that happen.

“The September 27-29 steam gala also did
really well. We were asked why we kept it
on the same dates as the main line run as
Locomotion No. 1. One reason was that we felt
it was worth the risk — and it did pay off — but
also the scope to move it was very little. It's a
time of year when nearly every other heritage
railway is having a gala; to move it would have
either clashed with one of those (which is in
nobody’s interests), reduced the options for
visiting locomotives, or perhaps even both. As
it was, it worked out really well and the place
was heaving. Secondary spend did particularly
well too.”

Viability and value

One thing Laura is all too aware of is that
people want value for money when they come
to a heritage railway. With the fare for a family
being £110 on the day, the railway must ensure
it is meeting such expectations. “We are an
expensive attraction, there’s no doubtabout it,
but that’s because we are expensive to run. Our
bank loans are the lowest they have ever been;
we did a lot of work to reduce those, and then
Covid hit and we've struggled to bounce back.
That’s a big frustration for us at the moment.”

In a bid to reduce operating costs, this
year has seen the Moorsline drop the daily
operations from its calendar and has instead
operated just five days a week for the most
part, which does not appear to have had too
drastican impact.

“Generally, that's worked well,” said Laura.
“It has reduced cost, but has not necessarily
reduced income, as the people who would
travel on the days we are now closed have
tended to move to other days, helping to fill up
those other trains better.

“On the face of it, the five-day-a-week pattern
has worked. It’s also taken some of the pressure
off the various departments and enabled them
to do key work they might not otherwise have
been able to. For example, it gives two full days
back to permanent way teams to maintain our
track and it is extra time for the locomotives to
be serviced.

“We are quite an intense railway with lots of
locomotives. Running all of that on a seven-
day service is a hard ask and tiring, so this also
feeds into looking after our people.

“It's been a year of exploration, trying
different events and offerings. We've obviously
done a lot of enthusiast events this year, such
as the diesel and steam galas, which have done
well. I still think it’s that bulk of day visitors
who we need to pitch better to, though, and
bring the railway to life beyond the train ride.
There’s a lot more work to do around this to
curate their experience.

“We did some visiting characters such as
Paddington to help us reach out to different
audiences. They covered their costs and

Above: SR Schools class
No. 926 Repton passes
the boatyard on the
Whitby waterfront

as it departs from

the coastal town on
September 28.

Right: Recently
outshoppedinits

end of BR steam
condition, LMS ‘Black
Five’ No.45428

Eric Treacy passes
through Moorgates on
September 28. In the
immediate foreground
is the trackbed of a
former coal line that
led to the rope-worked
Beckhole incline.
BOTH: OWEN HAYWARD

generated some good publicity, but they
weren't big earners. Theyre not going to
revolutionise the railway.

“Typically, we are a tourist railway. People
come here because they want to catch a train
through to Whitby, which makes bringing the
heritage aspect to life harder because of that.

“We are trying to play around with more of
that destination-led angle, trying to package
up these offerings a little better. Grosmont has
its big TV and film connections, for example,
so can we make more of that? We've tried to
do that this year but there’s definitely more we
can do to make that clearer.

“Heritage railways are generally quite hard
to communicate; you've got timetables and
different pricing - if we can make that more
succinct, that will really help the visitor
experience, and the team here are conscious
of that.

“Longer railways like us carry higher costs,
which makes this wholly more challenging.
One of the big things we're trying to work
through is that about 61% of our traffic starts
at Pickering and runs straight to Whitby and
back, so there is an aspiration to see if we can
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enhance our internal services on the heritage
line and do more to bring that section to life.

“How do we bring the heritage and history of
our stations and rolling stock to the forefront
and do more with it?”

Fire control

As mentioned, this year has seen one of the
longest periods of diesel operation on the line
following fires as early in the year as April.
A larger fire at Langdale Moor broke out

in August, and while it was not started by
the line’s steam locomotives, Laura pointed
out that the suspension of steam operations
was a difficult choice but necessary when
considering the responsibilities towards the
surrounding landscape and pressure on the
attending fire services, with which they have
fostered strong relationships.

“This year, patrols have run pretty
intensively for 16 weeks — the longest we've
ever done, but then it was the biggest fire we'd
ever seen. We've done a lot of work to build up
our relationship with the local fire service over
the last 18 months, and it is very supportive of
the railway. Earlier this year we had about

“The big issue has been the costs rising — it’s not that the
railway is failing, it’s that costs have risen so much...”
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15 of their senior members visit and we took
them on the NER Autocar up to the fire site

to help them understand how we fit into the
landscape, why we are special, and that it’s not
just us running trains that start fires. It was

a really good day as we all got something out
of it, such as identifying easier access points
along the line for fire crews.

“T feel we've made some good headway
there, but then the other difficult part about
all this is people’s perception of us. We then
had the Langdale Moor fire, which wasn't
caused by us, but that’s how it could have been
perceived. We did the right thing by stopping
steam operations because we didn’'t want to
risk further burdening the fire crews at an
already difficult time.

“It’s a long period to be managing fire
control; this year we achieved it with about
40% volunteer coverage. There’s still more to
do asI'd like to get that up to about 50-60%,
though the ideal would always be 100%
volunteer-resourced, but you would still need
someone to manage and roster it.

“To be fair, I thought that number was going
to be much lower, so I'm pleased with how it
stands. It’s still a relatively new position to
have been introduced, and it’s only recently
that we've established a good team, which
we’'ve done wildfire training with and put
some investment into.

“The factis, though, that the moment we
go to all-diesel, we are now looking ata 40%
reduction of our income.

“That was only 20% in 2022, when we ran
that way for six consecutive weeks, so that has
meant this year has been particularly hard,
but the team have done really well to get us
through it all.

“Even if we can move our deficit forward,
I'll take that as a win for this year.”
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An admiring crowd watches as No. 60103 Flying
Scotsman arrives at Pickering on November 6.
KENNY FELSTEAD

LMS “‘Black Five’ No. 44806 passes visiting BR
4MT No. 80078 (masquerading as Whitby-based
classmate No. 80116) at Grosmont MPD.

KENNY FELSTEAD
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“With something like the DMU or autocar, it opens an avenue to
run some sort of service on what would otherwise be a closed day,

if that is financially viable.”

Time of great change

Laura is very keen to stress that thisisan
experimental time at the NYMR as it tries to
identify what works best for it, given its unique
challenges. This doesn't necessarily mean just
the front-facing service operation but can also
include back office processes to help ensure the
best value for money out of the equipment it
has already, as well as making things easier for
volunteers to progress.

“We've multi-skilled many of our staff over
the last 18 months, meaning we can call on
staff from a range of departments rather than
just one. This has carried all the way from the
operating team as far as catering department
and means we re just that bit more flexible to
respond as a railway,” she said. “As an example,
we now have mobile operations managers that
can drop into fire marshals, guarding and
signalling. For catering, we can now move
people better from trolleys to cafes or the
dining service, which makes managing these
roles easier, meaning you can offer a much
better service and perhaps, for some, this
makes their role a little more interesting, as
you won't be in the same place day in, day out,
doing the exact same thing.

“One of the next big areas to look at is
volunteering: how we make processes around
it more enjoyable and make sure that they are
much better supported. Whether they come
to the railway to become a ticket inspector,
guard or footplate crew, we can have more of
a mentored approach rather than having to
leave them to self-mentor, which leaves them
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Visiting Battle of Britain class No. 34072 257
Squadron stands at Goathland with the 2.55pm

from Grosmont to Pickering on September 25.
GRAHAM NUTTALL
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Peppercorn Al Pacific No. 60163 Tornado climbs the
steep grade towards Goathland on Augst 22 during
its summer visit to the Moorsline. It was just one of
many high-profile visiting locomotives to feature

this year, with Sir Nigel Gresley and Bahamas being
two other examples. KENNY FELSTEAD

seeking approval rather than automatically
being given it. We must make things easier to
get people in and through, to embrace them,
and be open to being more diverse.

“One of the big challenges were facing which
many people don’t seem to realise is from
compliance and good governance. This takes a
lot of time and effort to manage. Making sure
we protect our people, having the right signage
in place to ensure we're legally compliant...
there’s sometimes a lack of appreciation, not
just for the work that goes into coming up
with new ideas to take us forward, butalso to
professionalise, such as implementing a fully
embedded purchase ordering system so our
managers can Keep up-to-date with what they
are spending. Theyre not necessarily new
things, but sometimes existing ones that are
linked better. We have data coming straight
into the finance system; it all takes time to put
in place, and it takes us forward. Like many
organisations, we had packages that you end
up adapting to the point youre working for
them, rather than the other way around.

“T hope people will support us through this
time of transition. We are very mindful that
we keep changing and swapping things, but
the reason is because we are trying to reinvent
ourselves, become financially sustainable, and
getinto a position where there is a surplus to
enable us to reinvest back into the railway. It’s
really frustrating not being able to say, “yes,
let’s do that’ or ‘we can spend money on this.’

“Currently we are very much only spending
where we must to keep going, and that will
start to hurt at some point.

“The phrase ‘be more than justa train
journey regularly gets mentioned and it
is absolutely right. Historically, that’s how
heritage railways have been set up, and I think
that is now the change we are all seeing — you
need to offer your visitors more and be value
for money, or make it feel like a visit has lots of
value with added touchpoints. I get frustrated
knowing that there is so much we can do, but
we are limited by time and finance.”

What of Whitby?

Operating over a stretch of Network Rail
infrastructure presents its own challenges.
Rolling stock has to meet certain standards
and a fitness-to-run (FTR) exam has to be
conducted every day and submitted before
trains can venture out onto the Esk Valley
line. While there is no doubt the inclusion of
the Whitby section has added a unique selling
point to the Moorsline, could it be detracting
from the rest of the heritage line? Would

it therefore make sense to axe it from the
timetable? This is a decision far from a simple
yes Or no answer.

“If we were to choose not to run to Whitby,
financially that would very much hurt us,”
Laura pointed out. “From a funding point
of view, the fact that we go in and out of
Whitby and that we invested into doing so
would reduce the NYMR if we dropped it,

I think. If you ask some of our engineers at
the shed, however, they would love to stop
running there, no doubt about it. Itis a huge
undertaking. We do two FTR exams, one in



the morning and another at night, which is a
huge cost and use of resource. It also reduces
your locomotive use options as they can only
run for seven years on the main line.

“We then have the same challenges as some
of the main line TOCs and use of MK. 1 stock
without central door locking; we have to
provide door stewards, which is yet another
ask of our operating teams.

“Dropping Whitby operations is not an
option to us at this time, butI do think we
can be cleverer with how we make use of that
within our timetable. Can we run longer
trains, or work it so there aren’t such long
layovers there, which take a locomotive out of
use on the rest of our line? There’s a balance
to be struck that will make the engineers’
lives easier but still give our passengers what
they want - at least while we develop our
internal offering. That’s got to be part ofa
longer-term strategy.

“Generally speaking, Whitby does pose a
risk to the NYMR, particularly if we can't
find a way around door locking or the tighter
restrictions that get imposed on us over time.

[t regularly gets talked about and the question
of what the NYMR would look like if we

couldn’t run there is asked. It may happen, and

we need to be mindful of that.”
One consideration would be having a

dedicated Whitby set rather than use the same
train that continues on there as part of an all-

line trip. You then face the question of running

it with steam, or diesel.

“With any decision like this, it’s never going
to be perfect or simple. Already, I'm aware that
if we went to just running diesel to Whitby,
what does that mean when we have high
fire risk? The least at-risk area to run steam
during these times is that particular section
of Network Rail line, so we need to think it all

through carefully. The national parkis a site of

special scientific interest (SSSI), so a priority is
to protectit and avoid fires there.

“Whitby is less of a risk in hot weather, and
we try to keep steam on that section when
there are diesels on the rest of our line.”

Rolling stock

Speaking of steam and diesel traction, the
railway has recently committed to overhauling
its three-car Class 101 DMU, with vehicles
being sent away in turn for contract overhaul
off-site. The return of this valuable asset

will provide a cheaper alternative to a diesel
locomotive with a rake of carriages.

“With something like the DMU or autocar, it
opens an avenue to run some sort of service on
what would otherwise be a closed day, if that is
financially viable. We must make sure that we
are not flogging our assets and devaluing them
in a short period, though - they are expensive
to overhaul.

“We are very conscious that in 2028/29, a
lot of our current locomotives are coming
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out of traffic, so we need to protect against
that period. We need adequate locomotives
to run a service while we tryand turn out a
high number of overhauls in a short window
of time. The appeal for 4MT No. 75029 The
Green Knight is part of that, but despite the
belief that people typically want to donate
towards locomotive projects more than
infrastructure ones, it hasn’t quite seen the
response we were hoping for and has not yet
achieved the level of fundraising we need.
We'll keep plugging away with it, of course —
we both need and want to see it back in steam
- but we're learning from that.

“One of the big things for next year is the
oil conversion of USATC S160 2-8-0 No. 2253
Omaha to help mitigate against fire risk.
That’s key for next year and the sustainability
of having hotter seasons. One of the big wins
this year was the NER Autocar. We loved
having that, and it went down really well;
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9F No. 92134 drifts away from Newtondale Halt towards the speed restrlctlon at Fen Bog. The charringon
the hillside behind is a remnant of one of the largest fires the national park has seen in recent years and
one of the many factors NYMR CEO Laura Strangeway is mindful of during lengthy hot and dry spells.

OWEN HAYWARD
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it’s a beautiful set-up, a high-quality visitor
experience, and is relatively cheap to run.”

One notable absence in recent years has
been the LNER Carriage Association’s rake of
Gresley and Thompson teak-liveried carriages,
which are currently stored in the carriage
shelter at Pickering. An agreement between
NYMR and LNERCA splits responsibility for
managing these, with the former in charge
of their mechanical condition, which is
unfortunately the current obstacle to their use.

“We are in continuous dialogue with the
LNERCA. This is where the talk of difficult
decisions and not being able to invest comes
into effect. There is a goal to get the teak set
back into operation, and how they sit within
the timetable at a time when we're reinventing
the railway is at the forefront of our thoughts.
There’s currently outstanding maintenance
on them, but we’re not able to commit to when
we hit ‘go’ on delivering that. I'm wary that I
always have to prioritise where money is spent
because we're not flush with it at the moment.
The priority must be in making sure we have
an operational railway; we had track work
at Goathland last year, we've got a bridge at
Grosmont we've been quoting works for this
coming winter, but we definitely want to see
the teaks back.

“They come with a lot of emotion because
people are rightfully passionate about them.
The challenge is that while it is a stunning set
to see, it is expensive to maintain. It feels a
disservice to just simply flog the carriages as
part of a normal timetable as it devalues them.
How can we therefore make them special,
something premium for our passengers, rather
than run them into the ground and then put
them to one side and forget them?”

Seizing all options

Adjusting the method of operation is one way
of saving money, but just having a general tidy-
up can also generate some cash. Laura said that
heritage lines are typically good at hoarding
stuff, and that a simple scrap drive could have
multiple benefits.

“One of the initiatives started this year was
to clean up the railway. I found out recently
we had an entire bridge deck somewhere
which needed scrapping.

“Just from cleaning up the side of the line
of scrap rail and so on, we've generated in
theregion of £20,000, and there’s still more
we can do. Again, that allows us to reinvest
in things.”
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With the remains of Whitby Abbey visible on the
cliff behind, No. 45428 departs from Whitby on
September 30. How the NYMR implements services

to this coastal town into its timetables are just one

of the many aspects being considered for its future
operations. OWEN HAYWARD
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shuttle working on September 27. OWEN HAYWARD

This doesn’t necessarily mean that the
railway will be having a major clear-out of its
rolling stock, although BR 4MT No. 76079 has
quietly been for sale for a while. “We're just
looking at redundant scrap at the moment,”
Laura clarified, “but having stock piled up that
we re not preserving or doing anything with it
is not good either. We haven't heavily pushed
the sale of No. 76079, but it is available. We've
had a couple of offers but want to make sure it

will go somewhere to be restored and cared for.

“I wouldn’t want to say there are no
discussions to have, but there are no plans at
the minute to get rid of anything else.

“For every 100 ideas you come up with, there
will only be a few that really work, but you
need to let people try new things or revisit
previous ones — what didn’t work before might
be more successful with a different angle or
approach. I'm always encouraging people to
come up with new ideas, and a lot of what has
been done already this year has been to put
stuff in place with a view of moving it forward
and growing it continuously.

“One of the new revenue streams introduced
was to monetise our social media channels. It’s
a slow burner but has potential — we want to be

the number one digital heritage railway online.

We've got a new Mutual Improvement Course
(MIC) classroom being installed at Grosmont
and the idea for that is we try to become a
world-class centre for training which can be
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c with a Grosmonth to Goathland

hosted virtually from there, which then ties
back into that online presence. It all fits into
the charitable aims, enabling new people to
reach us, including those who can’t necessarily
travel to get to us.”

Clearly, just as with every other railway, there
is a lot of work going on behind the scenes,
some of it apparent, other parts less so, but itis
all in aid of ensuring the NYMR continues to
exist for many years to come. Laura concluded
our conversation by saying: “These are very
expensive attractions to run, so we have to
ensure the return is there. At the very least,
they need to be covering their cost, but there
have been days where they simply weren't.
That’s a hard thing to take when you are
carrying a deficit budget; realistically, it should
be turning a profit. There’s always the counter
argument that you could throw more money at
things to help fill them up, but we've done that
and even gone down the route of working with
third parties this year, the question being is it
better to have a seat bring in £20 rather than
£50 through this means.

“The whole railway has worked exceedingly
hard this year and we have some really caring,
passionate people who want this place to be
back being sustainable and thriving. I think we
can get there.

“We are not alone, though; the whole sector
is having a difficult time, and you sometimes
need to remind yourself of this.” GI3

Locomotion No. T arrives at Pickering on October 29, passing NER Third open No. 945, which is undergoing
restoration in the carriage workshops there. The inclusion of vintage carriages such as this and the LNER
teak vehicles is another of the many aspects the railway is seeking to address to ensure it provides the best

value for money without having the vehicles flogged in normal service, where they won’t necessarily be
appreciated for what they are. RODNEY TOWERS
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Steam icons come together at Pickering: the
simultaneous visits of the Locomotion No. 1
replicaand LNER A3 4-6-2 No. 60103 Flying
Scotsman to the North Yorkshire Moors Railway
enable two different eras of railway history

to meet just outside Pickering station on
November 5. The replica 1825 train was offering
rides as far as New Bridge depot, while the A3
was running trips across the full length of the
line from Grosmont. KENNY FELSTEAD
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Portishead
branch revival
gathers pace

ANOTHER step forward to
reopening the GWR Portishead
branch line to passengers for
the first time in 64 years has
seen final phase of enabling
works now underway, ready for
construction to startin 2026.

As reported in Heritage
Railway issue 335, the multi-
million-pound project was
given the green light by the
Department for Transport in
July after Government funding
of more than £47 million was
granted. New stations will be
built at Portishead and Pill, with
trains initially running hourly
along the line to and from
Bristol Temple Meads in 2028.
The aim s to slash travel times
in half and help reduce road
congestion.

This new phase of preparatory
works includes clearing
vegetation and trees along
sections of the disused line
to create the space needed to
build temporary construction
compounds, car parks, the two
new stations, and the railway
line itself.The clearances
follow on from comprehensive
ecological works which
have helped to protect local
wildlife and their habitats.

The works will continue to be
closely monitored by qualified
ecologists.

‘Long time coming’

Coun Mike Bell, leader of North
Somerset Council, said: “l know
trains from Portishead have been
a long time coming, which is why
it's great to be able to announce
a start to works that will pave the
way for construction in 2026. It is
really happening!

“When journeys to Temple
Meads make a return to train
timetables, the reopened
Portishead to Bristol line will
transform our region as 50,000
people are connected back into
the rail network. This makes
the line more than just the
new stations at Portishead and
Pill, because when passengers
finally pull into platforms at
Temple Meads, they will also be
able to enjoy all the benefits of
onward travel.

“These are journeys that will
unlock the west and the rest of
the country, while also creating
inward and outward investment
that'skey to an estimated £43
million of economic growth
each year.”
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Clun Castle replays its last

steam tour with second
return to Paddmgton

By Owen Hayward

SIXTY years after it departed
Paddington with the final steam-
hauled service, WR 4-6-0 No. 7029
Clun Castle recreated the historic
service by returning to the GWR's
London terminus for only the
second time in the heritage era,
while simultaneously celebrating its
own 75th birthday.

Entering service in May 1950, Clun
Castle saw only 15 years in service
but has several achievements to its
name. On May 9, 1964, it achieved a
top speed of 96mph on the descent
of Wellington Bank in Somerset
while working an enthusiast special
to commemorate the end of express
steam working in the Western
Region. This feat resulted in the
fastest-ever recorded timing over
the arduous route from Plymouth
to Bristol, completing the journey
in 133 minutes and nine seconds. It
also has the claim of working the last
train out of the original Birmingham
Moor Street station before that
was closed, and the final steam-
hauled departure from Birmingham
Snow Hill.

Paddington steam swansong
On November 27, 1965, it hauled
the final steam departure from
Paddington station, which departed
the capital and travelled via Didcot,
Swindon and Bristol Temple Meads
to Gloucester Eastgate. Upon arrival
there, Class 52 D1006 Western
Stalwart took over and worked the
train to its booked destination of
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Showing it can run shaulder-to-shoulder with today’s tr.':\ctn::m,r WR 4-6-0

No. 7029 Clun Castleruns alongside a Great Western Railway Class 800 Intercity
Express Train at Taplow on the ‘Farewell to Steam’ special on November 1, one
of its last tours before its upcoming boiler retube.EDWARD J DYER

Cheltenham St James. Arriving back
at Gloucester later that day, Clun
Castle took the train on as far as
Swindon before a pair of Class 37s
took the service back to Paddington.
The last of the Castles to be in
service, while technically withdrawn
on December 31, 1965, No. 7029’s
final duty was working the 5pm
Gloucester-Cheltenham service
the following day. In early 1966, it
was bought by Patrick Whitehouse
and kept at Tyseley for use on
enthusiast specials, although for
its first few months it was still

employed on freight duties. It
became the locomotive to start off
the preservation era at the former

Brlstol Temple Meads, with its impressive tramshed roof, is the evening setting
for No. 7029 Clun Castle. JACK BOSKETT/VT

GWR depot, now being operated by
Vintage Trains as Tyseley Locomotive
Works, hauling its first main line tour
to Didcot in 1972.

Although having been preserved
foralmost a full six decades, being

based in Birmingham has meant
that Clun Castle had returned to
Paddington only once since then.
To celebrate the anniversary of

its record-setting Plymouth to
Bristol run, on May 11, 2024, Clun
Castle retraced that route before
continuing onwards to the capital,
from where it was towed back to
Birmingham by a diesel.

Sixty years later

On November 1, it was time to
celebrate the anniversary of the
‘Farewell to Steam’ special. In a
reverse of the end of the previous
visit, Clun Castle and its train was
led by a Class 37 from Birmingham
to Paddington where, after a short
break, the GWR locomotive took
over to retrace some of the route
of the original tour, travelling via
Maidenhead, Reading, Didcot

and Swindon on its way to Bristol
Temple Meads.

After servicing in Bristol East
Depot, the train then headed back
for Birmingham.

Although it departed Bristol 52
minutes late against its booked
time of 7.47pm, its arrival back at
Widney Manor station at 11pm was
just 11 minutes behind schedule
thanks to reduced wait times on
booked stops.

Pre-order Issue 340: Order your copy from mrtns.uk/pre-order-hr or call 01507 529529.




No. 7029 Cfun Castle back in Paddlngtﬂn on Nwember 1 VT

PULLMAN

No. 087

Farewell to Western Region Steam - 60th Anniversary Special
SATURDAY, 1 NOVEMBER, 2025

HAULED BY THE LAST CASTLE CLASS ENGINE
IN BRITISH RAILWAYS SERVICE

7029 "CLUN CASTLE"

ROUTE: PADDINGTON-SWINDON-BRISTOL-

CHELTENHAM-BIRMINGHAM NEW STREET

DEPARTING PADDINGTON 14:04

COACH LETTER eemiee.  TABLE NO-rcsimissisonses

FACING / BACK TO ENGINE
(W) FOR CONDITIONS SEE OVER

A reproduction of the 1965 ticket given to 2025 passengers. VT

A VT statement said: “Only
Vintage Trains could have done
this as no other steam locomotive
currently registered for use on the
national main line railway has such
a pedigree of hauling last trains.

“There was great attention to
detail; Clun Castle is painted in
authentic BR Western Region livery
and retains all its original name and
number plates. For this recreation,
it also wore an exact copy of the
1965 headboard and had GWR
style 7029 numbers repainted on
the buffer beam, as carried on the
original tour. Passengers were given
a reproduction of the 1965 ticket.”

Managing director Nick Ralls
added: “The trip was super, with
some excellent running from™Clun
Castle. Once we arrived at
Paddington, the locomotive had a

swarm of admirers around it who
seemed to appear from both the
train and the station in general.
“It did feel special in the
recreation of this small but
important part of history, marking
the anniversary of the original run
in 1965."
=» As reported in Heritage Railway
issue 336, Vintage Trains will
be running its ‘Polar Express’
90-minute trips from Birmingham
Moor Street starting on Friday,

November 21. From November 22,

there will be four opportunities
on each weekend, at 12.30pm,
2.30pm, 4.30pm and 6.30pm,
with an additional 10.30am
train on Saturday, December 20,
and Sunday, December 21. For
more details and to book, visit
vintagetrains.co.uk

Double Bulleid bookings for
RTC's Christmas steam outings

By Tim Hobman

THE Railway Touring Company

is offering two separate steam-
hauled tours with a festive theme
in the run-up to Christmas.

The first excursion will see
Merchant Navy Pacific No. 35028
Clan Line haul “The Sherborne
Christmas Carol’ on Wednesday,
December 3 to either Sherborne
or the Yeovil Railway Centre.

Steam-hauled from London
Victoria, the train will head via
Clapham Junction and onto
the Waterloo-Reading Line for
the next passenger pick-up at
Staines. From here, it will run via
the Chertsey Branch Line to pick
up the South West Main Line
for more passenger pick-ups at
Woking and Basingstoke.

At Worting Junction, the
train takes the West of England
Main Line, passing through
Andover and Salisbury, to the
first destination of Sherborne.
Here, passengers are expected
to have just over three-and-a-
half hours to explore the historic
market town. There will also be
the opportunity to take partina
specially arranged carol service at
Sherborne Abbey.

Museum turning visit
Those who choose to stay on the
train will be taken to Yeovil Junction
and the Yeovil Railway Centre,
where the locomotive will be turned
and serviced. There will be three
hours for passengers to look around
the centre before the return trip via
the same route.

After passengers are collected
from Sherborne, the trip back to
the capital will see passengers set

down at their joining stations.

The next tour is planned for
Saturday, December 6 under the
title of ‘The Rochester Dickensian
Christmas Express,” with West
Country 4-6-2 No. 34028
Eddystone in charge of the train
from Newbury.

Taking the route north-east on
the Reading-Taunton line from
Newbury, the next passenger
pick-up is planned for Reading as
the train joins the Great Western
Main Line. There will be more
pick-ups at Maidenhead and then
Slough, before the tour leaves the
Great Western Main Line at Acton
and takes the West London Line
for the final passenger pick-up at
West Brompton.

Beyond the suburbs

After negotiating the south London
suburbs, the train is planned to
head into Kent on the Chatham
Main Line to Rochester. There is
expected to be just over three hours
to explore Rochester, with the city
centre being Dickensian themed for
the festive period.

The return journey is planned
to be via the same route as the
outward trip, setting down
passengers at their joining
stations on the way back
to Newbury.

As an added treat, Father
Christmas is expected to make an
appearance on the train at some
point during the day.

Tickets are available in Premier
Dining, First Class and Standard
Class for both tours, with a
discount for junior travellers.

For more information and
to book seats, visit www.
railwaytouring.net

Britannia on the ‘Santa Steam Express’

BR Standard Class 7 No. 70000
Britannia will head Steam Dreams’
‘Santa Steam Express’ on Saturday,
December 20 and Monday,
December 22 from London Victoria.
Each tour will last 90 minutes and
involve a circular route out through
the London suburbs, with plenty of
Christmas festivities onboard. There
are four tours scheduled to run each

PRE-ORDER
ISSUE 340

No need to pop to the shops in four weeks'
time... simply order your next HR from mrtns.

uk/pre-order-hror call 01507 529529.

Write to us: Heritage Rairlway, Kelsey Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LNY 6LZ.

day, all set to be behind Britannia,
departing at 9.15am, 11.45am,
3.15pm and 5.15pm.

Tickets are available in Coach Class,
Club Class, or a private compartment
for these tours. Each guest will
receive refreshments and children
will get a gift from Santa.

For more details and to book, visit
steamdreams.co.uk
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Brexit licence glitch sees RPSI
trains shunted into 31d1ngs

By Hugh Dougherty

TRAINS operated by the Railway
Preservation Society of Ireland on
Irish Rail track have been temporarily
shunted to the sidings by a Railway
Undertaking Licence glitch
occasioned by Brexit.

An immediate effect was the
cancellation of the society’s ‘Mighty
Kingdom, the 071 Class diesel-hauled
railtour. Using the RPSI’s Dublin-
based heritage Cravens coaches on
Saturday, October 18, it was booked
from Dublin Connolly to Killarney and
Tralee, with return to Dublin Houston,
via Portarlington. The society issued
refunds to participants.

RPSI chairman Peter Rigney said:
“We must have a Railway Undertaking
Licence issued by the Commission
for Rail Regulation to operate on Irish
Rail. Our existing licence expired on
October 8 and the CRR informed us
that it had received legal advice to the
effect that it couldn’t be renewed as
we had done previously.

“To do so, we must be registered as
a company in the Republic of Ireland
as a European Union state. As it is, we
are registered in Northern Ireland,
part of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, and are
therefore unable to renew our licence

at present. It is a direct result of Brexit,
and it also affects many non-railway
companies headquartered in the UK
doing business in the Republic of
Ireland.

“It has nothing to do with our
safety accreditation for operating on
Irish Rail.”

Peter added that the CRR, with
which the society has excellent
relations, has been very helpful, but
that there are complexities around
establishing an RPSI operating
company domiciled in Dublin which
are taking time. “We are taking the
same route at Translink, the Belfast-
based bus and rail operator,” said
Peter.“Translink has an operating
company address in Dublin which
allows it to run its buses and trains,
such as its share of the ‘Enterprise’
service across the border, and we now
have to follow the same route. We
are confident that all the procedures
can be complete in time for us to run
our popular Santa steam trains out of
Dublin this year.”

Catriona Keenahan, CRR’s head
of governance and regulation,
told Heritage Railway:"A Railway
Undertaking Licence lasts five years.
The RPSI licence expired on October
8, 2025, and the society is currently
applying for a new licence which

Slieve Gullion, shown here after restoration at Whitehead, is in store at Dublin
Connolly shed, awaiting the outcome of the licence application process.RPSI

requires that it is established in a

member state of the European Union.

As soon as the full application is
received from RPSI, the licence will
be issued.”

In the meantime, two RPSI steam
locomotives are stored in Dublin
Connolly locomotive shed, the
society’s Dublin operating base,
pending the granting of the new
licence. Both are Great Northern
Railway of Ireland 4-4-0s, Q class
Nos. 131 and 171 Slieve Gullion.
No. 131 has been in action on Irish
Rail tracks and Slieve Gullion was

moved, after extensive restoration,
from Whitehead to Dublin in

January for running-in and return to
service. As there are currently still no
arrangements for operating steam
trains on Northern Ireland Railways
lines, the Dublin operation has carried
the flag for RPSI steam over the last
few years.

The only RPSI steam trains in
Northern Ireland are limited to
operations within the society’s
trackwork at Whitehead station and
a full programme of Santa trains is
planned there for the festive season.

Wine and dine to Edinburgh Christmas market via Midland Pullman

MIDLAND Pullman is running the
‘Edinburgh Christmas Pullman’ from
North Wales to Edinburgh on its
restored HST set.

Departing from Bangor on Monday,
December 1, the train will head east
along the North Wales Main Line,
picking up additional passengers at

Llandudno Junction, Colwyn Bay, Rhyl,

Flintand Chester. From here, the tour
will take the Chester -Warrington Line
for more passengers at Frodsham and
Warrington Bank Quay. Picking up the
West Coast Main Line, the next pick-
up pointis planned to be Wigan North
Western, followed by Preston.

With all passengers on board, the
train will then head north through

Carlisle and across the border at
Carstairs South Junction, taking
the route via Kirknewton and

Haymarket and into Edinburgh’s busy
Waverley station.

Passengers will have about three

hours to explore the city, which will be
transformed into a winter wonderland

and host a Christmas market for

the season. The return journey will
take the same route as the outward
trip, setting down passengers at
their joining stations en route back
to Bangor.

Tickets are available in Pullman
Dining or First Class non-dining.
For more details and to book, visit
midlandpullman.com

Original sign gifting means return to new Willenhall station

A HERITAGE sign from the original
Willenhall station is to be installed at

the Black Country Town’s new station.

Willenhall History and Heritage
Society gifted the red sign to West
Midlands Mayor Richard Parker
for use on the new station, one or
two being built on the Walsall to
Wolverhampton line, the other
being Darlaston.

The Willenhall Bilston Street railway
station was built by the Grand
Junction Railway and closed in 1965
during the Beeching Cuts.

The sign, which dates from
Nationalisation in 1948, was given
to the heritage society after being
discovered among debris at the local
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Masons Sawmill following a fire. The
group cleaned it, strengthened it,
and replaced the damaged end to
bring it back to a useable condition.

Society chairman Brian Read said:
“We repaired it in the hope it could
be displayed and the new railway
station is the perfect place.”

Coun Adrian Andrew, deputy leader
of Walsall Council and West Midlands
Rail Executive board member, said:
“It's great to see this historic sign
preserved and proudly displayed as
part of the new station development
in Willenhall. As we invest in the
future of the borough, it's important
to honour our past and be proud of
our heritage.”

-

IP-

West Midlands Mayor Richard Parker (centre) with members of the Willenhall
History and Heritage Society and the historic sign which will welcome passengers
again at the new Willenhall station when itopens in 2026. WMCA
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‘Chester Christmas Explorer’ behind Class 37 pair
is booked tor Pathtinder Tours’ penultimate otfering

By Tim Hobman

PATHFINDERToursistoruna
pre-Christmas excursion from
Oxfordshire to Shrewsbury or
Chester on Saturday, November 22
behind two Class 37s.

Starting out from Oxfordshire
Parkway, the tour will head along
the Cherwell Valley Line for more
passengers at Oxford, then south
onto the Great Western Main Line
heading west. The next passenger
pick-up point is Swindon, before
diverting onto the Golden Valley
Line for further passenger pick-ups

at Kemble, Stroud, Stonehouse and
Gloucester.

Taking the Gloucester-Newport
Line, the final stations for passengers
to join the tour are scheduled to be
Lydney and Chepstow. Continuing
on to Newport, the tour will turn
north on the Welsh Marches route
through Abergavenny, Hereford,
Leominster and Ludlow, before
arriving at Shrewsbury.

At Shrewsbury, passengers have
the option of alighting here for
a stop of just under seven hours.
Those who choose to stay aboard
have the option of heading to

Chester via Wrexham General for
about four hours to explore the city.

There is a third option on the
tour for a small supplementary
fare, which involves remaining on
the train for a mini-tour around
the Manchester area. After leaving
Chester, the tour will head along the
Warrington Line, via Frodsham and
Warrington Bank Quay to the West
Coast Main Line, then via Eccles to
Manchester.

Heading for Rochdale on the
Calder Valley Line, the circular tour
will run via Burnley and Blackburn to
once again pick up the West Coast

Main Line to Warrington Bank Quay,
and retrace the route to Chester.

Once back at Chester, passengers
who alighted earlier in the day
will rejoin the train, before it takes
the route back to Shrewsbury
and retracing the outward route,
setting do<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>