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FEATURING RAILWAYS FROM AROUND THE WORLD EACH MONTH
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0= o= KITTIE A=t
E3 HOBBY

* ACCESS : VISA:

Walthers HO USA

post and packing £3.99
ring for our illustrated lists sent post free
(all items in stock at time of going to press)

SWITCH CUSTOMERS ORDER BY 'PHONE.

RHONGYR UCHAF HOUSE, off Penwyllt Rd, Penycae, Swansea SA9 1GD

(Callers welcome by appointment please)

All correspondence to Kittle Hobby/Banks of Kittle

P.O. Box 03, Ystalyfera, Swansea SA9 1YE
* NON E.E.C. CUSTOMERS OVER £50 VAT FREE.

E-mail: kittlehobby@gmail.com

Tel. 01639 731005

Website:
www.kittlehobby.com

Opening Hours
Mon & Tuas 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Thurs & Fri 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sat 10 a.m. 1o 4 p.m.

Tl 01639 F31005

ALL iteres IM STOCK at time of gaing to press!
=

Tanks

Wi0421 GPE Conrail ..............cooenes
g .

1613 Amoco ...
1615 Bakers Gﬂumlam

Box Ears

20410 GP9 N & 5 (S & DCC)....
9732 Wastem Pacilic SW1 ...
9457 F40 Caltrain DCC ready) ..

g i)
'|.

ETTOO00
... EB0.00
_£125.00

e ———

&

" r—e L
2318 50" Santa Fe ‘Shock Control .. E22.95

W10al3 Elﬂ'l Joliet & Eaglem ..
WI0G08 LURA ...

W1109 Rock lsland 40° ... ... E27.50

L
Lt LR
-

=

=R
1805 50° Unlon Pacifie ... £19.50

Track Claaners
1482 Darar, Rio Granda ...
1758 Lnicn PACHC ..o
1753 Bungion Normem ..................

Caboose

1403 NYC 407 Box Car ..o
2015 GP 50" (Pacman Logod w e

WETST Norfolk & Western.................
WETET Morthern Pacific................

T
Flats

102511 AGL 50" Pulpwood.......ce.
104511 IC 50° Pulpwood Flat ..............

—

1603 Union Pacific Flat Car ...
1462 D & R Flat Car....
1601 Burngion N*:rﬂham FFE1 CEI.I'

anp-ars
6915 34" Gedden West ..,

TE2Q Grain Hopper ...
T455 P52 "Cargil I-I'-npper
1423 Rock Island Hopper ...

1559%##5'1\11@%&
1426 lnois Central...
1655 Cfset anperH-& W...

ﬁundu!as

1163 40° Box Car Great Northern ._£27.00

1804 50° CSX Box Car .o
Reefers

41211 40’ North West Reefer ...
41218 Santa Fe 40' Wood Reefer.....

1881 D ARGW ..o,
8216 D & RGW/Railgan......

£28.00
Ea7.70

American HO Scale
Locomotives/Freight all brands

.l.'lzza EP-Iﬂ Southern Pacilic
B51553 Pennsylvania 2-6-2.........

BW4E535 Conraill Caboosa._...........

H

BW42554 Pennsytvania Caboose ,
BW42441 LA N 40" Box Car ... Eﬂ.ﬁ
BWa1850 B & O 2 Bay Hopper......... £10.99
B4 2055 H.E1a Fer-'ﬁ:phmm ............. E25.60
BW42459 NYS & W 40" Box ...

BW42449 NP 40" Box Car ... E2B. 65
B16144 Crane Car & Boom Tender....£58.65

‘0’ Gauge buildings p&p £4.99 (BU - Built up)

B33165 12 Seated Poople ............. E16.50
BL59TH Water Tower ..., £25.70
AMBA54 Dry Goods Sone

(lazer cul WO o cecerin e A2
AES1E Steal Water Tower ... £44.10
B459T9 Coaling Tower ... ..oovmer e £330

HO Scale

Broadway 6368 Pennsyhvania GG1

Singbe Stripe, Keystons Loago._..... £390.00

BE35EY GP40 Santa Fe ... ...
BEISEX GPAD Union PACHC ...

K5314 Pannsylvania E8A Unit_.__

WOT D & RG Box Car. ..o E25.40
WOOT BAP Bom Car o s s s o A

MTO140 Tank ‘Celanese’ ..
MTMS0 4 Box C & D

A4147 C & NW Stock Car........ E2150
A4156 Union Pacific Stock Car.......E23.50
A4152 Penngybvania Stock Gar.........E23.50

BW3E040 Pennsy 4 Bay Hopper.... £22.50
MT311 D & RGW Gondola & Load..  £30.95

AA4E510 Bulkhesd Flat UP .. 23005

K7035 GE ACS400CW C & MW......E108.00
Fv513 Coal Gondola ‘Fayetie Power JE27.50
MTSED 20" Bangar & Aroastook ...,
AdB84 52 UP/CHW Gondola.........

E23.95
E2200

B18455 50' Box Car Unlon Pacific_£23.65

BT1052 50" Box Car AT & SF ... £10.95
e
MP1545 Holland lron. .£10.95

W3823 Wooden Coaling Tower. .::.-..mﬁs
WIZIS Waltons Lurnber., B350

BWETS Westmiorland Coal <
W20 Walter 5t Fresght Term........E33.95
im = c-uews e
BIT947 50' Tropicana Reefer .. £25.95 M
B1S806 40° Grand Union Fsofer.. . £20.05 | i — - S
ASE Libby's Bel Van.................. 30095 | B14554 85' Str. Obs Undac
B15805 Resfer ‘Pura Carbonic’ ... £24.00 B14754 85' Str. Coach Undecx 2
E1SE03 40° ART RBRbr. ... E27.00 B14654 72’ Str. Baggage ME210 Hickson's Depot..................E31.50
Pleasa tell your friends about the Continental Modeller CONTINENTAL MODELLER




A Comprehensive Model Railway System

Offering great value for money, PIKO is definitely the range to look at for beginners to
continental railways and existing collectors alike, with a variety of starter sets on offer.

PIKO

F

PK51713 - DCC Sound Fitted - Epoch V1 - £270.00 PK51715 - Epoch IV - £180.00 PK51892 - Epoch IV - £195.00
Expert DBAG BR143 Electric Locomaotive Expert DR BR243 Electric Locomaotive Expert OBB RH1041 Electric Locomotive

!
= W= a8

PES5352 - Epoch IV - £34.50 FE54647 - Epoch Il - £33.50 PE58982 - Epoch IV - £38.50
Classic FS BP Bogie Tank Wagon Expert DR BR243 Electric Locomnotive Expert Rail Cargo Austria Graffitied Tarpaulin Wagon

The PIKO HO Scale (1:87) range is split into three parts; Hobby, Classic, and Expert. The Hobby range is an inexpensive entrance into the world of model railways with
high quality, robust models. The Expert range has detailed, robust DCC-Ready locomotives. The Classic range mixes a high level of detail with sophisticated
technology. The HO Scale A-Track has clear, simple geometry and a realistic appearance.

NEW 2021 NEW 2021 NEW 2021

‘EL’H'Q
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PKA40504 - Epoch IV - £115.00 PK40506 - Epoch VI - £115.00 PK40354 - Epoch 1l - £210.00
DB BR221 Diesel Locomotive RT5 BR221 Diesel Locomotive DRG E16 Electric Locomotive
% The PIKO N Scale (1:180) range features a modest selection of locomotives and stock, as well as a range of building kits. The locomotives run smoothly, with
accurately printed liveries and DCC compatibility. This range includes many passenger multiple units that run around Europe. This allows interesting commuter and
¥ inter-urban layouts to be modelled if they are based around a specific locomotive.

PK38232 - DCC Sound Fitted - £560.00 PK38653 - £130.00 PK38919 - £105.00
Union Pacific Mogul 1201 Steam Locomotive Union Pacific Wood Coach 1973 Union Pacific flag hopper With Coal Load

The PIKD G Scale (1:22.5) range covers locomotives, rolling stock, a track system, and a large range of building kits. It can be used both indoors and outdoors, and is
great value for money. The locomaotives feature directional lighting, and some even have sound and smoke. Stock from both Europe and the USA are featured in the
range and the track is high quality and robust, and easy to lay.

FHd'.-'.-'ll? Epn:h I‘uf £145 00 PK47347 - Epoch IV - £140.00 PK47397 - Epoch VI - £165.00
DR BR131 Diesel Locomotive DR BR119 Diesel Locomotive Infraleuna BR247 Diesel Locomotive

T T TT Scale (1:120) is gaining in popularity, and PIKO produce a growing range of locomotives and rolling stock, including the famous ICE High Speed Train. A good
‘compromise’ scale, TT offers the detail of HO Scale but the space-saving convenience of N Scale. New modellers should definitely consider this scale, as many gener-
ic scenic materials can also be used to create layouts in TT Scale.

These products are distributed in the UK by Gaugemaster Controls Ltd. and are available from your local model shop, or, in case of difficulty, direct from ourselves.

GCAUGEMASTER Controls Ltd., Ford Road, Arundel, West Sussex, BN18 OBN, UNITED KINGDOM
tel - 01903 884488 fax - 01903 884377 email - sales@gaugemaster.com www.gaugemast



Roco have always produced a large range of HO Scale German Railway locomotives and rolling stock, harnessing
technologies such as DCC Sound and even locomotives with cameras! In recent years their range has expanded

dramatically and now includes locomotives from across Europe
o and others from around the world.

' The HOe Scale range is also growing in both size and popularity,
— with Narrow Gauge layouts being built on their own as well

as part of existing HO layouts, as although different sizes, are

actually the same scale. A starter set is the ideal place to begin,

with extra track also available to extend your Narrow Gauge line.

HO and HOe track systems are available with accessories to
match, including the well known Rocoline range.

RC73463 - HO Scale - Epoch 11l - £150.00 RC73164 - HO Scale - Epoch IV - £195.00 RC73319 - HO Scale - Epoch VI - DCC Sound Fitted - £290.00
OBB RH2045.13 Diesel Locomotive FS E.646.043 Electric Locomotive RAILPOOL BR186 Electric Locomotive

RC73032 - HO Scale - Epoch IV - £380.00 RC33319 - HOe Scale - Epoch V - £185.00
DR BRES 1361-4 Steam Locomotive PLB V572 Diesel Locomotive MOWVOG V15 Diesel Locomotive

The Z21 digital system is an innovative way of controlling your

layout. Utilising any Apple or Android phone/tablet, you can

control trains and accessories on your layout using the Z21 app.

It can be programmed to change locomotive speed and points

at the touch of a button, and as it is a free app, anyone can join —

in as long as they have a supported device! Dlgltal SyStEI'TI

Find out more with the FREE 221 Leaflet; RCB3049, available through all Roco 221 stockists.

RC10833 - £195.00 RC10820 - £465.00 RC10834 - £465.00
Z21 'Start’ Digital Set Z21 Digital Set 221 "Profi’ Digital Set

The range also includes everything you need to control your layout, from detector modules to
reverse loop modules and additional handsets for wireless control without the need for another
smart device. Not only that, the system is NMRA compliant so will operate any existing decoders
and accessories too. For those of you with very large layouts, there is also range of power booster
units available too.

These products are distributed in the UK by Gaugemaster Controls Ltd. and are available from your local model shop, or, in case of difficulty, direct from ourselves.
GAUGEMASTER Controls Ltd., Ford Road, Arundel, West Sussex, BN18 0BN, UNITED KINGDOM
tel - 01903 884488 fax - 01903 884377 email - sales@gaugemaster.com www.gaugemaster.com E&OE.
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The Trix range covers'the majority of Europe in HO Scale, but especially Germany, spanlﬂrlg multple eras and
embracing DCC sound technology. A full range of locomotives, rolling stock and track is available.

M25170 - Epoch Il - DCC Sound Fitted - E470.00 M22903 - Epoch Il - DEC Sound Fitted - £440.00 M22997 - Epoch IV - DCC Sound Fitted - £440.00
DRG BR17.0 Steam Locomotive DE BRS6 Steam Locomotive Rush Rail Class 77 Diesel Locomotive

M25192 - Epoch VI - DCC Sound Fitted - £360.00 M25190 - Epoch VI - DCC Sound Fitted - £360.00 M25297 - Epoch IV - DCC Sound Fitted - £360.00
SBB Cargo BR193 524 Electric Locomotive DBAG BR193 Das ist Grun Electric Locomotive RRF G2000 BB Diesel Locomotive

Minitrix produce an extensive range of European locomotives and rolling stock,
from the steam age to the modern era in N Scale. A Track range is also available. M I N I T R I X

NEW 2021 NEW 2021 NEW 2021

M1le442 - Epoch Il - DCC Sound Fitted - £445.00 M16585 - Epoch | - £390.00 FM712376 - Epoch Il - DCC Sound Fitted - £435.00
SNCF 150X Steam Locomotive EWStE G12 Steam Locomotive DB BR18 495 S5team Locomotive
— |

M16100 - Epoch IV - DCC Sound Fitted - £265.00 M16144 - Epoch IV - DCC Sound Fitted - £295.00 FM712376 - Epoch IV - DCC Sound Fitted - £305.00
DB BR112 269-6 Electric Locomotive DB BR141 Electric Locomotive DE BROZ3 Steam Locomaotive

These products are distributed in the UK by Gaugemaster Controls Ltd. and are available from your local model shop, or, in case of difficulty, direct from ourselves.

GAUGEMASTER Controls Ltd., Ford Road, Arundel, West Sussex, BN18 0BN, UNITED KINGDOM

tel - 01903 884488 fax - 01903 884377 email - sales@gaugemaster.com www.gaugemaster.com E&OE.




All The Fun of The Fair

Capture all the fun of a day out at the fair with these kits from Faller. All of the kits come supplied with
motors (where applicable) to bring movement to your models. These kits can be further enhanced with
specially designed lighting units, and fairground guests are available in the range.

FA140418 Daemonium Haunted House Kit - HO Scale - £475.00

Scary spectacle in XXL format. This is a digitally printed, functional model of a
large, mobile 3-level ghost train based on the original model ‘Daemonium’ by the
showman Martin Blume, a ride constructed by the company "Mack’. The single
track ride leads in cage-like gondolas through a bizarre torture chamber from the
Inquisition period.

The decorative painting of the castle-like facade ‘Art Studio Bernhardt’, the moving
lettering and the imaginatively designed figures in the outside area show elaborate
horror scenarios. 4 motors are included to drive the ghost train. Gondolas cannot be
rotated.

il ..-+ -—-n-*- L .
o TEN 15 NOW USEd a5 2 ||1|_l|:; M, 15 CIOSEN Conne

‘irampi'e Cﬁunt Dracula. True tr.'-t = original buHETng of the Bran Eastle F.'-Inme
14th century in the municipality of Bran in Transyhania, Romania, as a forti
and later converted into a royal residence. The multifaceted building arrangement
of the castle, with an irregular floor plan and an elaborate tiled roof landscape, was
created through multiple mn-dﬂiqaﬁnns‘mﬂ-_mte'nsims over the centuries.

. =

These products are distributed in the I.IHZ h'yf Gaugemaster Controls Ltd. and are available from your local model shop, or, in case of difficulty, direct from ourselves.
GCAUGEMASTER Controls Ltd., Ford Road, Arundel, West Sussex, BN18 OBEN, UNITED KINGDOM
- 01903 884488 fa:rc 01903 884377 email - sales@gaugemaster.com www.gaugemaster.com E&OE.



FLEISCHMANN Tradition and Passion

‘Tradition and Passion’ is the long-standing motto of Fleischmann, whose model train products are well known
by their high performance, as well as their visual and mechanical excellence. All of their models are durable
yet detailed.

Fleischmann is a full product range, with locomotives,
rolling stock, control equipment, and track available in
one system, with optional innovative DCC technology
and accessories such as point control and signalling.

There are Starter Sets available to get you going,
whether you choose to run DCC or DC control and
the PROFI track system is pre-ballasted which makes
building your layout a lot quicker.

NEW 2021

r— = = = [ - - = [ . @ a

FM712376 - N Scale - Epoch IV - DCC Sound Fitted - £305.00 FM709904 - N Scale Epﬂ-l:h IlI DC-C Sound Fitted - £190.00 FM707504 - N Scale - Epoch Il - £165 Dl:l-
DB BROZ3 Steam Locomaotive DE BR92.8 Steam Locomotive DB BRTE 5team Locomotive

NEW 2021

FM ?39134 M Scale Epn:h Vi - EIBS 00 FM ?E 15?5 M Scale - Epoch IV - DCC Sound Fitted - EEED DI:I FM739282 - M Scale - Epoch VI - £195.00
Lokomotion BR193 776-2 Electric Locomotive DE BR103 002-2 Electric Locomotive NS BR193 759-8 Electric Locomotive

NEW 2021

FM734014 - N 5cale - Epoch VI - £195.00 781210
SEB RE420 294-1 Circus Knie Electric Locomotive

TR T R

- =5 - F

FM739282 - N Scale - Epoch VI - £195.00 781209 FM931899 - N Scale - Epoch IV - DCC Fitted - £309.95
NS BR193 759-8 Electric Locomotive DB BR212 Diesel Freight Starter Set

These products are distributed in the UK by Gaugemaster Controls Ltd. and are available from your local model shop, or, in case of difficulty, direct from ourselves.
GCAUGEMASTER Controls Ltd., Ford Road, Arundel, West Sussex, BN18 OBN, UNITED KINGDOM
tel - 01903 884488 fax - 01903 884377 email - sales@gaugemaster.com www.gaugemaster.com E&OE,
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MMN55081 - Gauge 1 - 1:32 Scale MMN55526 - Gauge 1 - 1:32 Scale MN55324 - Gauge 1 - 1:32 Scale
Epoch | - ~AC-Sound - £4,695.00 Epoch | - “AC-Sound - £3,645.00 Epoch V - ~AC-5ound - £3,145.00
BADSTB VLC 5team Locomotive SBB CE 6/8 | Electric Locomotive SERFER V320 Diesel Locomotive

NEW 202

MMN39331 - HO - 1:87 Scale MMN39331 - HO - 1:87 Scale MN37197 - HO - 1:87 Scale

Epoch VI - ~AC-50und - £350.00 Epoch VI - ~AC-5ound - £360.00 Epoch Il - ~AC-5ound - £475.00
D5B EB 3200 Electric Locomotive RRF G2000 BB VOSS5LOH Diesel Locomotive DRG BR17.0 Steam Locomotive

NEW 2021 NEW 2021

MN39331 -7 - 1:220 Scale MNMNBB3ITE -7 - 1:220 Scale MMNEBS9S - 7 - 1:220 Scale
Epoch Il - £225.00 Epoch VI - £215.00 Epoch VI - £230.00
DB BRG4 Steam Locomotive Press BR285 Diesel Locomotive SBB Red 20 Electric Locomotive

Marklin Central Station 3

MMNE0226 - Marklin Digital Central Station 3 - £645.00

This controller is the newest in a line of sussessfull and advanced digital
L I controllers. The €53 is an innovative digital controller, able to controll
every aspect of your digital railway. It has a high resolution touch-screen
display, and many possibilities for networking and expansion. It has two
locomotive controllers built in and a central track diagram that allows
simple, easy control of locomotives and the layout.

Also Available:
MMNB0216 - Marklin Digital Central Station 3 Plus - £795.00

r

These products are distributed in the UK by Gaugemaster Controls Ltd. and are available from your local model shop, or, in case of difficulty, direct from ourselves.
GAUGEMASTER Controls Ltd., Ford Road, Arundel, West Sussex, BN18 OBN, UNITED KINGDOM

tel - 01903 884488 fax - 01903 884377 email - sales@gaugemaster.com www.gaugemaster.com E&OE.



KATO High Speed Trains

PRI CEREON [SAR ROAD MODILS

B

Photomontage

ICE 4 (Green Line)

AL S BT YY d-car Basic Set
AR ETE] 3-car Add-on Set

AR ET MY S5-car Add-on Set

Winter
2021

LBl Starter set includes 4-Car,
Track set and Controller Photomontage
« Green “Environmentally Friendly” Stripe = Running Number 3034 « DCC Ready for KATO direct plug decoders
« Minimum Required Radius: R282 + Large sized bookcase packaging for Add-on set enabling “whole train® storage
EUROSTARwe300 .
8-Car Standard Set available
4-Car Add-On Set

1998 101 2 ElL

GWR CLASS 800/0

Al [-Yall 5 Car-5et

Carar Wesreer Flaaway and the GWH name and marks are
repraduced by kind permistion of GWR

& Copyright Hitachi Rail Led 2020 manufsctured under licence
traim Hitachi Rail Led

LNER CLASS 800/2 "AZUMA" i Now
5 Car-Set ; -

© 2021 LNER Copymight All Rights Resenaed
& Copyright Hitachl Rail Lid 2020 manufactured under licence

from Hitachi Rall Lid

N, S,
 EREEEE o o T T T
Lo Sl aw debd Ak T T

Available from your local model shop

www.unitrack-kato.com/wheretoget )

CONTINENTAL MODELLER

Official
Distributor

12a Pleasa tell your friends about the Continental Modeller



'EllisClark o~

. L For over a decade, we have been purchasing model
IntereSted ln SElllng railwt;}f:, {ji:é!-f:;‘.:ﬂ :‘; raﬁw;j..rgna, :dr:-::11_:di{rh1gdsr_;r:"1]er of the

largest single-owner collections the market has seen,

Your COlle Ctiﬂn ? We usually operate by viewing & offering on

collections in person, most often without the need for
a list, however we are happy to make offers from lists.

We Travel & View in Pe rSGn l, E“i!:'-, work on the basis E"'F = 'riE—.‘Hdl}-‘, F?ll'D'FESSIDﬂﬂ' &

down-to-earth approach, purchasing all scales & eras,
alongside Continental & European, with a specialised
knowledge of 7mm finescale O gauge.

Friendly & Personal Approach

Please feel free to give us a call to discuss your needs

S pECi a iiStS in I_a rge CQI Ie{:tl 9] nS And in case you were wondering... Albert is the dog.

'1
Unit 2 Toller Court

01756 701451 i o nit 2 Toller Cc
. ellis@ellisclarktrains.com S cArKAS com s G

s s




- i - el
. L‘&. -
-‘ | " |

) ..t |

Unit 16, Bowdens Farm, Hambridge, Somerset, TA10 OBP
www.dcctrainautomation.co.uk
01823 429309




Come aboard and have fun with Hornby International!

/2 ARNOLD )

DR Steam locomotive class 95 036

BT |
e 1L

e\

Visit Hurnby.cum to find your
nearest retailer or call 01843 233525

f

Lima=r=<T1"

D

HN9043

DR, steam class 95 036, coa

fired, rediblack livery, period Il

£ 225,99

OComoTive

/4

r
=]
= = =

HJ2402 / HJ2402S E=[H

SMUE glecine locomotive class BE 13020, @nd

series front type, areen livery, period Nll-1V

£212,99 /£ 299,99

Lima=x===1"
HL2650

FS, diesel locomotive D.445, 15t serieg, origina

green/isabella livery, period V-V

£105,49

Eleétrélren

E2764 / E2764S [ES[T]

RENFE, electric locomotive 281 001-8, with UIC
marking and snowplough, penod [V

£152,99 /£ 239,99

HORNEY

fJouef HOREIES

(Electrotren

fArnold_Modelleisenbahnen
IBvarossimodels



THANK YOU,
FRONT LINE

HER®ES A

e [anada love breat Britain

www.eisenbahn ada.co



UTDOOR

et

 CHOOSE YOUR SCALE!
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G-45 | (SM-32

Scale: 13.5mmi. Scale: 16mm/ft.
~ Gauge: 45mm . Gauge: 32mm

‘GAUGE
O

that a"ow YOI.I tOEHjﬁyly : ; 'fl Scale: 10mm/ft. %l:ale: Tgnrm'ft.
m - . o . Gauge: 45mm 3auge: 32mm
your ow | -

.J#

SETRACK

Sectional Track Units

for GAUGE O, SM-32 & G-45.
Compatible with PECO Streamline

01297 21542 www.peco-uk.com Ny —~— Full details in the latest Catalogue

i
E!f'r’- Pritchard Patent Product Co. Lid. |
=im= Beer, Devon, EX12 3NA.
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Under the towering rock wall,
such a dominant feature

of the local landscape,

an OBB Rh2091 diesel brings
a train into Gollwald station.
Photo: editor,

Back to normal? Not quite yet ...

e are pleased to note the return of a few events (see page 611): it is not yet

clear what conditions may be applied, and sensible caution will be advisable.

Will there be limits to the number that can attend a given event? Will we need
to show some evidence of vaccination? Many participants in our hobby are at the upper
end of the age range and some may consider themselves vulnerable.

The list includes Modelspoordagen at Rijswijk in The Metherlands: at the time of writing
it appears that travel there from the UK is restricted, but this may change and we thought
it worth including as it is one of the shows we would normally recommend. The layouts are
curated by Leo Bettonviel and Hans Louvet, both experienced modellers with wide interests
(scale, gauge, and prototype) and responsible for layouts that have appeared in CM.

Looking forward to late October, it seems that Eurospoor in Utrecht will be going ahead.
We hope that Dutch government restrictions on UK travellers will have been eased by then.

It is difficult to plan trips to such events when the conditions for entering other countries
- and getting back! - are unclear. Careful checking of the current situation is essential.

If the health situation has made visiting shows in Europe difficult, there is also the
post-Brexit question of bringing layouts from the continent - or taking them to shows over
there, We gather there may not be any layouts from Europe at the Warley National at the
NEC in November due to the increased burden of customs paperwork, This was previously
only required for getting into and out of Switzerland, and we know of layout exhibitors
who would not consider invitations (in either direction) because of that. At least one which
we had planned to feature in the magazine to correspond with its appearance at the NEC
has been asked to delay until next year — having already waited since the Covid-induced
cancellation last year!

It would be a great shame if layouts could not be taken across borders, and a loss to
the rich diversity of exhibitions, on both sides of the Channel. CM has both benefited
from access to layouts at shows here and there, and in a small way helped to encourage
the traffic. Gollwald, our Railway of the Month in this issue, was discovered on one such
excursion — conveniently only as far as Utrecht rather than the builder's home near Vienna!

Also among the events listed is The International N Gauge Show at the Warwickshire
Event Centre. While it has not been possible to feature any of the layouts that might be
participating, due to lack of firm information far enough in advance - understandable in
the current situation = we have included a certain amount of N in this issue,

We also congratulate the German Railway Society on reaching its fortieth anniversary -
and commiserate that it has not been possible to hold a meeting and exhibition to mark
the achievement in suitable style. A delight in store for next year, no doubt.

We must note with sadness the recent passing of two notable figures in our hobby.

Laurie Marshall was among the first British enthusiasts to venture to Europe, and later
other more distant parts of the world, in search of steam; he became particularly associated
with India, leading many tours there. The resulting excellent photos appeared in his own
books and were also contributed to many other publications, including CM.

Owen Gibbon was not particularly associated with foreign modelling but will have been
known to many from his involvement with various exhibitions and events, not least the
Warley NEC show.

Qur sincere sympathies to their families and friends.
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RAILWAY OF THE MONTH

Peter Hoffmann has modelled a fictitious but plausible narrow gauge line in Austria.

Gollwald

A narrow gauge terminus

nce upon a time | found a wooden panel near an

abandoned railway station in the Austrian Alps.

It told in brief the history of the small village of
Gollwald at the foot of the near-vertical Goller Wall rock
face, in the woods of Northern Styria, with its railway sta-
tion opened in 1905 as an extension of the electric railway
from Sankt Pélten (Lower Austria) to Mariazell (Styna) with
a branch to Kapfenberg (Styria). Some bridges and three
tuninels were built, the longest tunnel ending just before
the station at Gollwald. With the increasing need for timber
transport and a new sawmill, the station was expanded
around 1920. Today most of the logs are transported to
Kapfenberg (Steiermarkische Landesbahn) or Mariazell/Sankt
Poiten (Osterreichische Bundesbahn), but the sawmill is still
very active and even has a small steam loco for the daily
shunting to and from the cut timber storage area next to the
station. Freight trains now operate as required, and some
passenger trains are run on a regular schedule for walkers
and hikers, with through coaches all the way from Sankt
PSlten to Goliwald.

546

Introduction

Like so0 many kids in the 19605, | was interested in railways
with those noisy locomotives pulling all kinds of rolling
stock. Growing up in a southern suburb of Vienna, a visit
to the local railway station became almost a daily routine.
The daily highlight was the shunting train to and from the
industrial area. Instead of the electric locos in regular service,
an old red diesel shunter was the workhorse, eventually not
in best shape but ear-batteringly loud. Since the main line
had two directional tracks, the shunting train was doomed
to wait for a gap in the regular much faster traffic to cross
the main lines and push back into the industrial area. For a
five-year-old this was spectacular with all the heavily-loaded
wagons. Sometimes we had to stay until the shunting train
disappeared towards Vienna and we could go home,

One Christmas a model railway appeared under our
Christmas tree and was the ultimate highlight. For the next
few months the layout was placed on the floor in a small
room next to our living room. There | would play around
with my father; he had obviously spent some time building

Abave

A Rh2091 1-Bo-1 diesel
leaving Gollwald station
with a short mixed train.
The vertiginous rock wall
dominates the landscape.

Layout photos: editor.
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a landscape with a tunnel and a station building with two
tracks in front, while the oval was just single track. The rails
were made from steel and after some weeks of shutdown
we had to clean them properly from dust and rust in order
to get acceptable contact for the locos.

After school | got a job as a technician and more "'modern’
interests of a teenager took over, But from time to time |
had the chance to visit raibway lines in Austria, Numerous
standard gauge lines were being closed and public transport
was mainly switched to the bus. But the OBB narrow gauge
lines were still operated with steam, diesel, and electric
locomotives.

The Mariazellerbahn from Sankt Pélten to Mariazell was
opened around 1900. The first steam locos on the line
turned out to be not powerful enough for the mountain
section (Laubenbachmihle to Mariazell and Gusswerk). An
electric power scheme with dams and power houses in the
mountains was planned to provide ‘'modern’ electric energy
for the railway. Siemens and Schuckert designed and built
eight electric locos (E1 to EB) with a revolutionary design for
the time: instead of mounting one axle behind another (in
the manner of a steam loco), two outside framed three-axle
bogies with one electric motor each were placed under a
connecting frame carrying the body within which was the
power and switching equipment. This concept was a revolu-
tion in terms of traction capability and speed for the number
of passengers (mainly pilgrims to the basilica at Mariazell).
The extensive forests and some iron ore mining near
Gusswerk brought considerable freight loads every day. The
steam locos which were still used on the freight trains were
slowing down the new electrics, so to replace them another
batch of electrics (E9 to E16) was ordered, with a slightly
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changed gear ratio. From this time on the steam locos were
only used on the non-electrified branch to Gresten or trans-
ferred to other Austrian narrow gauge lines.

Due to the economic success of the line to Mariazell and
Gusswerk, an extension to connect with the Kapfenberg
- Seewiesen narrow gauge line in Styria was investigated.
Three projects were presented, with different ways to
overcome the steep Seebergsattel. But a turning point was
reached with the First World War, when the lack of money
and resources stopped all those projects.

For years the electrics worked successfully, surviving wars
and economic crises. Between 1958 and 1960 they got
new bodies and new pantographs, and the numbering was
changed to the new OBB scheme: 1099.01 to 1099.16.

The locos of the first series have celebrated their hun-
dredth birthday, some still in daily operation. In 2020 two
of them were still in use, pulling the nostalgic trains every
summer weekend.

When | visited the Mariazellerbahn in the 19805, most of
these locos were still in service. This was the start of my inter-
est in Austrian narrow gauge railways. Whenever time per-
mitted, | made day trips to the “0OBB Museum”, as | called it.

All those wvisits to the Mariazellerbahn and other lines
made me think about the old times. Finally the dormant
model railway virus gained new power, Eventually the 1099
locos were produced ready-to-run (by Roco) in 1:87 scale on
9mm track - they were the first HOe models to run reason-
ably well. A few years later the OBB 2095 diesels were also
produced (by Liliput). They also ran pretty well and simple
shunting became possible, even with analogue DC.

These developments finally convinced me to start my per-
sonal HOe adventure.

Abave
A Rh399 0-8+4 is assembling
a mixed train; clearly timber
is a significant traffic.

The layout is ‘roofed’
with ‘sky’ coloured fabric
both to protect it from dust
and reflect the light down.

Below

One of the classic Rh1099
rebuilt C-C electric locos
on the Mariazellerbahn
on 1st May 2008.

Photo: author.
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GOLLWALD AUSTRIA

Above

This view of the Mariazeller
main line clearly illustrates
how close to the track

the rock faces can be.
Phaoto: author.
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Project plan

In the beginning there should be a plan, and best would be a
brilliant master plan. Looking back in history, the projects to
connect the Marnazellerbahn with the Styrian narrow gauge
system impressed me. Modelling an already existing station
and/or parts of a line would limit the possible layouts. | decid-
ed to create a station where the electric Mariazellerbahn
locos would have to end and the Styrian steam and diesel
locos would need to take over, The plan was a terminus
somewhere beyond Gusswerk. The trains would arrive there
from Mariazell and Kapfenberg. The good old 1099 locos
could stay overnight in a shed. The Styrian locos take over
and bring the trains to Kapfenberg, and vice versa. The plan
was perfect for a fixed layout; the estimated size was 3.8m
by 1m.

Then another aspect of railway modelling came to my
attention: there were lots of exhibitions and fairs in and
around Vienna which made me think of taking part in
one. So my layout should be reasonably easy for one or
two people to transport. The next planning session turned
towards a more transportable, compact concept. Overhead
catenary is an issue with portable modules and made me
think of a branch line deep in Styrian woods. The steam and
diesel locos would still be in service, and OBB and Styrian
stock would mix in this tiny village.

What would be a realistic setting for an old station in the
196057 The narrow gauge lines in the alpine forests were
built with the minimum of equipment.

| found photographs in the old railway books and had a
closer look at the surroundings - the trains in front had to
be ignored. An old saying proved to be true: ‘there is a lot
to discover in a historic photograph’. The station buildings
of 1900 follow a simple standard design, mirrored where
appropriate due to the location. Just the major stations with
loco sheds, workshops, and a representative character got
two storey main buildings with projecting verandas in front.

The narrow gauge lines were all single track, and the
station layouts en route are quite basic, in some cases just
a second track to let a train pass. Eventually a short siding
might be added to serve a wooden goods shed.

| spent some time examining the track plans of all Austrian
narrow gauge lines with terminus stations. Most of them
had just three tracks, a shed for a loco to stay overnight,
a goods siding with shed, and occasionally a more or less
private connection to the local brewery, mill, or dairy. Most
of the layouts were functional and minimalistic, for obvious
ECconomic reasons.

With this in mind | went back to my plan. Step by step
my sketches were simplified from extravagant trackwork to
rather minimalist layouts. On the way some more modelling
issues arose. | had to ask myself a few questions.

Which type of operator am 1?7

- watching the passing trains

- shunting and logical train operator

- computer programming hobbyist

Shunting is definitely my thing - the arriving trains need
to go to the goods shed and eventually to the sawmill near
the station. Departing trains are assembled with loaded and
unloaded wagons and coaches before they leave to a distant
destination.

One or more operators?

One is perfect, though eventually another ‘player’ may
operate another station on the way to somewhere, if | add
another module. Or two.

What can | do to keep the dust off my layout?

It seems to me that dust has just one designated destina-
tion: layouts. So | decided to make it dust resistant, however
that might happen.

How expensive is my idea?

To start out, the basic equipment should be affordable.
With some skills and good ideas | will not need to buy hun-
dreds of miniature houses and trees.

Would | ike to present the layout at exhibitions?

Yes, if | think it is good enough. The modules should be
made to fit into an estate car, just in case ...

But it should be a 'no stress” project, without a deadline
to finish it

With those answers in the specification book, a closer look
at my personal transport capability (just an estate car, no
lorry, no cargo containers) limited the practicable size to two
modules of 1.5 to 1.9m long and about 0.4m wide.

A magazine with photos of high quality French and English
dioramas brought my mind away from open, flat modules.
My intentions were redirected towards the diorama-style
boxes. A nice side effect would be the dust protection |
wanted, and an independent lighting system mounted in
the top of the box.

Looking at some exhibition photographs | also realised
how important a good background would be; | did not
want to see shoes, bags, and faces behind perfectly detailed
models. Having postulated this perfect background thesis, |
had to ask: what is a reasonably perfect background? In my
imagination | travel back in time 1o a remote village named
Gollwald with its station. Since it is situated in the Austrian
Alps in a rugged landscape with extensive woods and mead-
ows, it might be near a small river, at the foot of a mountain
... or could | see a rock wall rising behind the station? |
studied photos of the real Mariazellerbahn and found some
places with rock walls just two metres away from the track.
This could work on a layout, but it is still tricky with very little
space available.

CONTINENTAL MODELLER



FRONTLID | MODULE 2

Mountains

Gollwald

Scenic Section 3400mm x 800mm. Fiddle Yard 1500mm x 600mm

| Sawmil

Above The first sketch. SICHTRAR

The main issue became how the station would fit on a
board just 400mm wide. There would be no way to fit a 180°
curve of 280mm radius (the Roco minimum for HOe), so |
would need at least one more idea to let my trains disappear
and - of course - come back. The solution was an additional
mechanical challenge: | would add a foldable board for the

= Each grid square = 300mm x 300mm.

s Lo

a

E Loco Rarmp & Station Loco stand/
building Shed wiorkshop

Toilet  Store

Smmﬂlwﬁ-ndd&put

My track plan is almost to scale. The longer right hand
module carries the station building, the loco shed, and the
small sawmill. The short module to the left must lead the
track in a nice natural swing towards the mountain with the
tunnel portal. Wood is stored next to a dead-end siding, with
an additional shed for the sawmill’s small loco.

In my dreams | could already see the colourful landscape,
with trees and meadows.

Diorama boxes

The diorama box bases consist of 50mm x 15mm wooden
frames covered with 6mm plywood. The side panels and the
tops are also lightweight plywood, but 10mm thick for more
stability. | left the 6mm back boards removable, until they
had the rocks applied.

The rocky walls were a big question for me, and | wanted
to get an idea of this essential part before | moved on. On a
warm summer day | moved the back boards into the garden
and placed them on a table. | had mixed feelings about my
artistic skills in creating rock formations on very empty look-
ing plywood boards. Wire mesh was screwed and tacked
to the back boards in order to provide reasonable grip for

FRONTLID | MODULE 1
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return loop on the back of the diorama box. This would need
a reliable, stable hinge to make the rail joints good enough.

Going through the daily timetable for my layout, a serious
concern came to my mind: the trains would leave Gollwald
and disappear towards the main line. The trains go into
the return loop behind the scenes., and so would reappear
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in reverse order. In the real world a train would not come % = o e S O R

back in this manner. Even the (BB double-ended diesel and RN mes G

electric locos had a designated front. It took me some time i ﬁfa S

to figure out that there was no other practical solution. A ;I_ ! L% S+

second operator behind the scenes might operate this manu- L = = ;

ally, managing all the couplings, but an automatic fiddle yard P NN — ’

is technically out of reach. If the layout was to be run with _ew —
just one operator and under digital control, the only way to T - i
send trains back would be some sort of return loop. Finally | A THE Pl B NwOST ol e, AL ekt plaal s

had to accept it; nothing is without compromise.
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Above

A Komarek steam railcar
leaving Gollwald.

The model was scratchbuilt
and will be described

in a later instalment.
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the plaster/resin paste, This is putty as used to fill holes and
cracks in walls around the house; the setting time is much
longer than plain plaster — a test showed about 30 minutes.
Adding a few drops of black pigment paste made a light grey
colour. | used a handy trowel to cover the area quickly and
try to keep the layer pretty thin, for weight reasons. When
the paste started to set, | changed to various sticks, brushes,
and an old knife to engrave a more or less rocky relief. |
followed photographs of the original to get an idea of the
character and variations.

The back boards needed a few days to cure and dry.

My first inspection revealed a rather uniform grey surface.
Uniform grey is not found in nature. | might spoil the whole
thing, but | felt it was right to take a small brush, a tiny
amount of matt black paint, and a lot of thinner. Mow it was
my responsibility to recreate a few thousand years of erosion
and wear with my brush. For this process | set the back
boards nearly upright, so gravity aided my weathering activ-
ities and pulled the thin black dirty looking mixture down the
scratches. The thin liquid stays longer on the horizontal parts,
leaving darker spots and patches. Stepping back with mixed
feelings and a lot of imagination: they may become usable,
with some more weathering and colours. Anyway, | put the
back boards aside = the more detailed colouring will happen
later with the scenery and landscape in front.

Track installation

The plywood bases were covered with Smm cork sheet, and
the track was placed provisionally. The turnouts (at least the
deflection angles) are always an issue, | decided to use Tillig
HQe track, as the rails come ready blackened, Although the
turnouts have rather a steep angle, they are (in principle)

suitable for digital systems. The brown plastic sleepers have
very limited stability and the blades rely on their own flex-
ibility — they are not hinged. A fair bit of force is therefore
transferred to the plastic sleepers and on to the cork bed, so
the sleepers must be thoroughly fixed to the cork.

Siting the station building needs special attention - there
must be at least a bit of realistic distance behind it before the
steep rocks. | spent some time moving around the loosely
connected turnouts to find an acceptable compromise.

On the left hand module, the Reco minimum radius and
their turnout geometry determines the tunnel entrance
point and the track layout in the hidden section. Since Roco
turnouts have hinged blades and are much easier in terms
of switching forces, | used them for the hidden return loop.

The first turnout entering the tunnel directs all trains to
the right, here the ‘mechanism’ is just a spring. This reliably
separates train arriving at the return loop from the outgoing.
The following two “arrival’ turnouts will be controlled by the
return loop computer, routing trains to an empty track. (At
this stage the computer was just an idea as an electronic
solution for controlling the return loop and the hidden
sidings.)

In due course the Tillig turnouts got the frog polarisation
cables soldered on and were placed in their final position.
The sleepers were glued 1o the cork bed, using tiny quantities
of thin super glue.

All the other track in the visible part is Tillig HOe flexible,
held in place with tiny spikes for now.

The rails at the end of the modules need to stay in place
under all circumstances. | use the old method with long brass
screws close to the edge through the cork and plywood into
the wooden frame. The underside of the rail is soldered

CONTINENTAL MODELLER



straight to the screw head. Thanks to good planning, the
layout has a join only in the main track between the mod-
ules, so alignment of the modules should be possible even
on unstable or uneven floors.

With track laid, it was time to assemble the diorama
boxes. The lower frames and the plywood and cork bed with
the track are the bases for the side panels, the prepared
rocky back boards, and the top panel. The inner corners were
reinforced with wood strips where necessary.

The assembled boxes looked very big and rather dark
inside. | installed fluorescent tubes temporarily so | could
carry on with the electrics.

Electrics
| planned to run Gollwald with my existing Uhlenbrock
unit. At this time RailCom had been invented but was not
yet available, at least not in small decoders and reliable
detectors. So the trains would be run via standard DCC
equipment, while signals, turnouts, and uncouplers are oper-
ated in traditional analogue style.

| needed to get myself ready for the DCC track electri-
fication in terms of electric turnout management, return
loop polarisation, booster sections, and isolation points.
The homepages of manufacturers and modeller forums are
very helpful for finding the best solutions. Soon | was busy
connecting the rails according to the basic rules. | followed
my first digital plan, which had a list of cable colours for the
various types of circuits and switching systems. The DCC
cables are black and red, with 1.5mm? wires for the main
bus all the way through both modules. The short feeders are
0.2mm? soldered to the outer sides of the rails. Heat shrink
tube covers the soldered connections.
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| decided to use servos to operate the turnouts, with elec-
tronics boards which each provide power and the signal for
four servos. But neither these boards nor the servos switch
the polarity of the turnout frogs and blades. | needed a solu-
tion for independent DCC polarisation and found a board
which provides this feature.

The power for the lighting {14715V DC, green and yellow)
and power for the micro-controller (5V DC, violet and blug)
came next. Grey and white was reserved for switching the
turnouts and the uncouplers.

The modules have sturdy connectors, soldering needed
special attention and turned out to be a time-consuming
"entertainment’. A meter was frequently used to check for
shorts and connection errors.

With the basic wiring on the modules done, | start exten-
sive test running over the bare layout. The best locos (those
with no contact problems) were used for the first tests. A
few track sections needed reworking because of forgotten
connections to the DCC bus.

The next tests were with 'bad’ locos. These made me
replace a couple of the turnouts for mechanical reasons. It is
worth being fussy at this stage - any sloppy trackwork will
take revenge when the layout is almost finished. Even at this
early stage it is fairly hard to replace a faulty turnout; later it
would be very difficult.

At the end of the test phase | no longer trusted the rail to
rail connectors (made from sheet metal) and installed a lot
of extra DCC feed cables to all questionable track sections.

At last the locos are running well = for my planned shunt-
ing they need to run without any problems.

Mext step is the installation of the lighting cables. There
are only a few buildings with lights on the layout but even a

Abave

The Mh, later Rh399, 0-8+4
Engerths were originally
built for the Mariazellerbahn
but following electrification
they were dispersed to
other narrow gauge lines.

A few large trees were used
to direct and frame the view.
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srnall station needs a minimum number of lamps on the plat-
form and in the loco sheds. This installation took more time
than | thought, as | had to find appropriate Austrian looking
lamps. The station building had to be put its final position,
and the loco sheds did not yet exist. The sawmill also had
to be equipped with two extra lighting cables, just in case.

The 5V power supply for the micro-controller was much
easier to install, the main cables just cross the two modules
an their way to the hidden return loop with the micro-con-
troller.

At this point the to-do list read:

= find a micro-controller and create the hardware for the
hidden return loop;

- program the micro-controller with an eye on redundant
and safe operation;

~ create the control stand with integrated DCC centre
and booster;

= scratchbuild the loco sheds including lighting;

= scratchbuild a long warehouse for the loading track.

A micro-controller for the return loop

The return loop and storage sidings are managed by an
independent micro-controller, it governs changing the turn-
outs, sensing trains running into one of the stop sections,
and sending trains to the outgoing section (Train is ready’).
A random generator in the micro-controller decides which
train is next to appear - that is part of my ‘game’ with the
trains.

In school (back in the 1970s) | was allowed to attend one
of the first programming courses ever held there and wrote
my first computer programs in BASIC with great excitement:
that way | could optimise my radio-controlled model glider
designs. The mainframe computer filled a room and calcu-
lating tirmes were long - and expensive, To my delight | won
the first prize for a useful computer program,

Nowadays | can load my storage sidings management
program onto a micro-controller, in a tiny plastic box. Since |
am not into the rather non user friendly machine languages, |
needed to find a micro-controller featuring a more advanced
computer language. | came across C-Control, prograrmmable
in Q-BASIC. The user manual is on the internet and a rough
calculation of the hardware capabilities (number of IN and
OUT channels) looked good; computing speed would not be
an issue with my slow model trains. Q-BASIC turns out to be
an extended version of the simple BASIC program language,
handling analogue and digital channels with an extended
command set.
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Above
The micro-controller.
Photo: author.

Below

The micro-controller in place
by the return loop sidings.
Phaoto: author.
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For the inputs | needed to develop a reliable detection cir-
cuit for the stop sections. The outputs drive a relay to switch
OM and OFF the DCC power for a loco to stop or start. |
thought the internal timer would be good enough for the
timing routines.

| spent some winter evenings on the hardware develop-
ment. Finally the micro-controller and the hardware was on
an Eurocard board, with pins to fit servo connectors for the
IM and OUT channels.

Due to my poor programming routine, | needed to start
with the basics; read the inputs (stop section sensing} and
activate the outputs (DCC ON and OFF via relay). Becoming
tamiliar with the nomenclature, | started programming the
seqQuence.

But the first simulation test runs revealed a tundamental
lack of planning and | had to create a more detailed work
flow diagram for the software.

- the stop section sensing must be active at all times,

= turnouts must only be switched if no train is on its way
to a stop section.

- the software must be able to deal with trains sitting in
the stop sections, even on re-starts,

- trains released from a stop section will need some time
to arrive at the next.

— the last stop section {'Train ready for departure’) must be
released from the control stand.

- if all stop sections are full, some sort of signal must be
set to prevent over-filling.

A few attempts later my flow diagram looked better, and
software development started again from zero.

To make a long story short: simulations on the laptop were
not very helpful, so | decided to move on to the layout. The
stop sections had to be connected to the micro-controller,
and some provisional switches installed. The DCC power
cable had to be installed, and the relays to switch between
sensing and DCC power modes. The programming con-
tinued, and minor errors were eliminated. After some hours
of thinking and checking, the timing routines were adjusted
and trains did follow the master plan.

My last step was the installation of a sub-routine which
determines the train to be released by random generator, 50
the trains will return to Gollwald in a new order.
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DCC board and control stand

Coming back from the micro-controller test runs with some
still provisional cables and switches, | was keen to escape the
chaos and needed to create a housing for the DCC central
unit and the control stand. | had the Uhlenbrock unit, and
a power supply board with a toroidal transformer, rectifier,
and voltage regulators for the DC light and micro-controller
supplies. A bunch of cables had to be connected to the
control stand and the turnout switches. With those switch-
es | can read the actual turnout position from the control
stand without any extra displays and lights on the panel. To
get a neat panel, | asked a friend if he could to engrave a
track plan with his CNC machine, A reduced track plan was
transferred to the appropriate CAD format, and the holes for
the turnout switches and the uncoupler push-buttons were
marked. | decided to use 3mm aluminium for the panel and
the box. Preparing the CNC file took more time than the
actual machining. It is nice tool — | wonder if you could make
valve gear parts with it ... no, no - stick to the layout!

The body of the box just involved cutting and folding the
aluminium sheet, and the machined panel was attached
with a sturdy hinge. The surface of the panel was protected
with adhesive foil for the next step: a blank plastic sheet was
glued (with epoxy resin) to the inside of the lid. With the
glue set, the holes drilled in the aluminium were extended
through the plastic layer. The switches and push-buttons
were screwed into these holes from behind and projected
through the aluminum top panel. This needed a bit of plan-
ning due to the unusual fine threads, but finally | was happy
with the result.

The control stand houses the 240V AC input in a separate
compartment, which must be secure under all conditions.
Just one 20V AC output is connected to the board with the
low voltage rectifier and voltage regulators board on the
isolated floor of the box.

The labelled wires from the turnouts and uncouplers had
to be soldered to the correct switches and push-buttons
under the panel. The connections were checked frequently
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with a meter to prevent errors, Due to the sheer number of
wires, mistakes would quickly lead to extra hours of work.

Then the main DC power lines and the DCC bus wires
were connected. The control stand got a single multi-pur-
pose connecting cable, 1.2m long with a 96-pin connector
which plugged into the side of the right-hand module. The
Uhlenbrock DCC unit is mounted on the floor of the control
stand.

Powering up the whaole layout was a thrilling moment.
Although all parts had been tested separately, some
unwelcome issues could arise. Fortunately, no smoke
emerged from beneath the diorama, and all sub-systems
came to life as expected.

With the final wiring in place, the turnout servo boards
were adjusted, setting the appropriate travel and speed
depending on the local situation. The voltage regulator for
the lights was adjusted to 12.5V, which makes the tiny 16V
bulbs look like those old yellowish filament lamps.

Uncoupling uses a modified relay under the baseboard
which pushes a small plate against the tail of the standard
HOe coupling. | made them from brass with a pin through
the board to the relay. The first test looked pretty good, and
the modified relay had enough power.

Mext were the exciting test runs into the return loop and
sidings. The track had to be thoroughly cleaned. Apart from
minor connectivity problems on the rail surface, the whole
arrangement ran nicely.

The signalling had to be re-worked with a small software
change. | decided to incorporate the semaphore signal in
front of the tunnel portal: it has to show STOP if the return
loop is full and if a train is ready to leave the sidings to come
back to the station.

These were important steps for my project, so with the
electric and electronic challenges almost finished, | was
happy to spend some time with more trains on the layout,
even if they were operating in a cork and rock ‘desert’!

... o be continued.

Abave
Coaches waiting in station
while the loco is at the shed

being readied for the return.
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OLD BEREWERY USA

Glyn Thomas shows hows he built a compact and detailed diorama
based on a local prototype in Philadelphia.

Photographs by the author.

An old brewery

Developing a diorama

dramatically affected by Cowid-19. It was originally

devised as a demonstration for a clinic at a Railroad
Prototype Modelers meet in March 2020, When the meet
was cancelled, | changed to building a contest entry for the
NMRA Regional Convention in October, which required a
more rigorous approach. Finally, when the convention was
cancelled, the model ended up being combined with the
Ghost on Master Street scene (see CM, lanuary 2020) in
a trolley diorama which was photographed for the NMRA
2021 calendar.

| ike many modellers, my plans for this project were
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Background

| have always liked breweries, and not just because of their
products! Older breweries are usually architecturally interest-
ing and often get expanded and changed over the decades
resulting in structures that are great for modelling. From a
model railroad perspective, breweries can be a good source
of traffic for a layout.

Rieger and Gretz was founded in 1881 at a time when
Philadelphia had the most breweries per capita in the US.
Over time, the brewery expanded to occupy an entire city
lot in the Kensington area of the city — a large ice house

Ahove

An overall view of the front
including the ‘brewery tap’
on the right corner.
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was built in 1895, and a tall brewing tower was added later.
The brewery part of the business was closed in 1920 due to
Prohibition. When Prohibition finished in 1933, the brewery
was reconstituted as the William Gretz Brewing Company.
It eventually ceased operations in 1961. It does not appear
that the Kensington site was raill served, although broad
gauge trolley lines ran along its front and side. Brewery ship-
ments probably came to the nearby Reading Railroad yard at
American Street and then onward by road.

Surprisingly, the majority of the brewery structures sur-
vived derelict to the current day and its "Gretz Beer' chimney
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Left and below
This was the type of view
that | tried to recreate.

Right

An older photo showing
the ‘brewery tap' structure,
subsequently demolished.

Below and below right
The rear of the structure
and the yard, once roofed.

I
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is a notable local landmark in the area, Parts of the complex
have seen alternative uses in recent years, For example,
the brewery yard has been used as an auto repair shop.
Photos show that there was a roof fire, possibly in the late
1990s, and part of the roof was replaced. Brewery equip-
ment remained in the brewing hall until at least the 1990s.
Unfortunately, the part of the complex that | call the "brew-
ery tap’, due to its pub-like appearance, was demolished in
about 2013. The site is now scheduled for redevelopment as
a condominiurm complex, but some elements of the onginal
brewery will be retained.
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Adobe lllustrator diagrams, 1 —_—
used as source for Cameo and laser cutting.
Mot to scale.
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Planning The model

| did not want to model the entire city block complex due to
its size. In fact, | did not originally plan to model the back
wall at all, since this would butt up against a backscene,
but subsequently changed my mind when considering the
model as a contest entry. | decided to concentrate on the
older structures that fronted onto Germantown Avenue. | did
not have space to model the brewing hall, which in reality
sits behind the larger building in the centre of the frontage.
Instead, | moved the chimney onto the structure that | did
madel. | resurrected the demolished brewery tap, since | did
not want to model another empty lot after Ghost on Master.

I '[_ Adobe lllustrator diagram
' for laser cutting frames.
Mot to scale.

Fortunately, | was able to laser-cut the stonework and win-
dows for this project at the MextFab makers’ centre before
Covid-19 lockdowns came into effect. The stonework uses
the ‘engrave’ feature of the laser cutter, which burns the
wood part way through to emboss the stonework patterns
and lettering on 2" basswood. The window frames were
cut from Yes" ply.

For the walls, | decided to try a Cameo Silhouette 4 cut-
ter, following the example of Wim Harthoorn (CM February
2020} and laminating the walls from 0.020% styrene.
Unfortunately, | used nearly my entire supply of 0.020" sty-
rene calibrating the machine, and, unable to re-stock during
lockdown, was only able to use machine-cut styrene in a few
places such as the central arches. Elsewhere, | used tradition-
al hand-cut 0.040" styrene for the walls.

Below

Adobe lllustrator diagram
for laser cutting details.
Not to scale.

HIEGER AND CRETZ
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Left
Walls cut on the Cameo,
with nice clean curves.

The prototype 1881 buildings used an unusual decorative
Roman-style brick, which is wider and shorter than a conven-
tional brick. To represent this, | used Plastruct TT scale brick-
work on these sections, while using HO scale brick work on
the newer parts of the structure and the side and back walls.
In both cases, | used hand-cut individual bricks for the arches
and headers over windows and doors. The row of dental
bricks on the left-hand section was simply represented with
a strip of styrene ‘clapboard’ stock cut horizontally. Above

On the prototype, the majority of windows have been  During construction, showing
blanked out with plywood or concrete blocks, sometimes  the variety of wall coverings.
finished with plaster. | represented the plywood with the "
ply, and the blocks with styrene embossed sheet. Blank plas-  pajaw

ter was represented by simply leaving gaps in the embossed The front of the
brick layer. finished structure.

B

. ) A

Roofing is also styrene, lined with high quality printer
paper to represent tar paper, which is a common roofing
finish in older American cities.

Considering the needs of a contest entry, | decided to
provide a partial interior. | was able to obtain a photo of the
brewing hall interior from the 1990s, which at that time still
contained two large brewing vessels, Due to space limita-
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Above

As part of a trolley diorama.
The SEPTA Kawasaki car

is a model by IHP.

Below and below right
Details of the rear yard.

Al ECER

tions, | could not represent the prototype brewing hall but
instead moved the brewing equipment into the left-hand
part of the structure. The brewing vessels were represented
by cutting a travel size shampoo container in half and detail-
ing the halves with styrene hatches and piping. That section
of the structure was finished with styrene roof girders, and
the roof was modelled as damaged to allow a view of the
interior. The back doors were also modelled in the open
position,

A notable aspect of the prototype is unusual boxed-in
pipework on the roof of the main building. This shows in
photos as early as the 1930s, so was probably used for nat-
ural heating or cooling of water or mash. In recent years, this

equipment has been partially dismantled by thieves looking
for copper. | created the girder work and boxes from styrene.
Two of the boxes are left open, and | created a simple jig to
bend copper wire to represent the interior pipework.

| had intended to photo-etch the railings for the roof
and the gratings for the front windows. Unable to obtain
photo-resist in the early stages of Covid, | created a jig and
soldered up the railings from brass wire.

A brass fire escape stairway by Walthers was ideal for the
rear.

Soldering brass wire for window gratings was not so suc-
cessful, and once | was able to get photo-resist | replaced
these with home-made etchings.
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Above
The deteriorating roof
reveals part of the interior.

Right
The ‘brewery tap’ corner.

Below
The rear of the structure,

Finishing and painting
The model was airbrushed using my own brick colour
(Freight Car Brown mixed with White) and white, with
mortar represented with a hand-applied wash of concrete.
Other details were hand painted. Window frames and
plywood blanking were stained with Hunterline Dniftwood
Weathering Mix. The overall model was dusted down with
Doc O'Brien’s weathering powders. | decided to leave the
stonework unpainted, because the contrast of the burnt/
unburnt basswood was quite close to the prototype colours.
It was very important to get the prominent 'Gretz Beer’
lettering on the chimney accurate, so | cut this from plain
white decal paper on the Cameo. The Cameo was also used
to cut the white graffiti lettering decals.
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Graffiti, posters, and an attractive piece of mural art, all
sampled from the prototype, were photographically repro-
duced onto white decal paper and applied, and then the
overall model sprayed with dullcoat to remove any gloss.

Conclusion

This project evolved over time due to the changing Cowid
situation but proved to be a good diversion. By the time |
had combined this model into a Philadelphia street diorama,
| was well on the way to a trolley micro-layout, which could
be a future project.
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PLAN OF THE MONTH

Keith White reports on the extensive HO exhibition layout

of the Béziers model railway club in the south of France.

Photographs by Bernard Nomdedeu.

B' §

Local scenes from the 1970s and 1980s

(Artistic Association for Railway Workers of Béziers)
and as well as the model railway club, there are other
sections, including theatre, pottery, and photography. The
AACE is managed under the auspices of the SNCF but is
open to non-SNCF staff. The club room is the property of the
SNCF which also grants an annual subsidy for equipment.
The maodel railway section was started in 1972 and the
current president of the AACB, Bernard Nomdedeu, is also
an active member of the model railway section. There are
currently ten members, seven of whom are active, under the
leadership of the Club President, Bernard Guenot.

The Béziers model railway club is part of the AACE

The main station on the layout is based on Béziers, one of
the oldest towns in France, located in the Hérault departe-
ment near the Mediterranean coast. The main line which
passes through Béziers runs from Marseille and Avignon in
the east to Perpignan and the Spanish border in the west
and also to Toulouse and Bordeaux. The line from Béziers to
Montpellier via Séte was opened in 1857.

The layout reflects the appearance of the area around
Béziers in the 19705 and 1980s. It is approximately 10m
long by 3m wide and was built using Peco Streamline Code
100 track with points and crossings of the Electrofrog type
from Peco and Roco. The points are fitted with Peco motors

Abave

A powerful CCT2000 diesel
with a passenger train on
the Messargues Viaduct.

Below

Autorails at Béziers station
viewed from the east

with (left to right)

X4300 ‘Caravelle’,

X3600 (Renault ABJ),

and X3800 'Picasso’.




Above

X3600 and X4300 autorails
about to pass on the bridge
over the River Orb at the
Marbonne end of the station.

Right

The water tower ensures
there is no doubt about
the location.
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currently wired to a control panel but it is intended that their
operation will be integrated into a future control system.
The layout was built for DCC operation and a computerised
control system is currently being tested. If that is successful,
the installation of the system would allow for fully automatic
operation, mainly for exhibition purposes.

The club itself does not own any rolling stock = everything
run on the layout belongs to members, and is from suppli-
ers such as Jouef, Roco, Lima, Piko, REE, and LS Models.
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(It should be noted that, with the latest addition to the
membership coming from across the English Channel, there
have been occasional sightings of British Railways Southern
Region OO trains!)

In addition to Béziers station other local features have
been modelled. At one end of the layout is a representation
of the bridge crossing the River Orb on the line going west
towards Marbonne and Perpignan. In reality this bridge Is
straight but for the layout it was modelled on a curve.




BEZIERS FRANCE

The viaduct was modelled on an existing structure located
at Messargues, in the Allier department in central France.
The plans were published in the magazine Loco-Revue, and
the model, which was started in 2005 took three years to
complete.

To the immediate left of the viaduct, and separated by a
short tunnel, is a sawmill.

To the right of the viaduct, a village has been created with
scratchbuilt houses and other buildings. Although the village
5 imaginary, it was built with the help of a former club mem-
ber, an architect by profession, who studied the area and
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prepared drawings for the club members to build the struc-
tures based on properties actually existing in villages around
Béziers. The house structures were built using 3mm card
from old calendars, with openings cut for doors and win-
dows. Assembly and gluing of the sides was made using a
907 square to ensure correct alignment. Angle sections were
used to stiffen each building. Where possible partitions were
included to create rooms and again, where practical, curtains
were added to the windows. Roofs were constructed with
similar materials. At this stage the buildings were painted
and, finally, Redutex roof tiling sheeting was added.

i ebamlla Tlla i
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Below

A 231E Pacific hastens over
the Messargues viaduct
with a passenger service.
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All the buildings on the layout were scratchbuilt by the
members, in particular by Jean Pierre Brochard, who was also
responsible for ballasting and weathering the track.

At the other end of the layout is the Malpas tunnel. In
real life this is located west of Béziers station in the direction
of Narbonne. This tunnel allows the railway to pass under
the Canal de Midi. In Béziers there is a remarkable site on
the Canal du Midi with nine locks which allows for a level
change of 21.50m over 300m. The Canal du Midi is a major
waterway from the Mediterranean to Toulouse, where it
connects with the Canal Latérale a La Garonne which links
Toulouse to Bordeaux and the Atlantic Ocean.

Installation of catenary 15 under way on the layout.
Catenary sections are individually prepared from wires
soldered using a jig. Bernard Nomdedeu is responsible for
these with the help of other members. As a guide for the
construction of the catenary, construction drawings found in
a copy of Loco-Revue were used. The posts were built from
old rails recovered from redundant Jouef track sections and
for the insulators small beads found in a local toy shop were
used, painted the correct colour. This waork is still in progress,
the station area being almost complete.

For the scenery, either plaster andfor cut and sculpted
polystyrene was used. The surfaces were finished with flock,
and bushes and trees were added. The road surfaces are
made from cardboard and then painted. To create the water-
ways, the bed was first painted then a coat of clear varnish
was applied. When dry, the varnish was painted with matt
acrylic paint.

Several members with artistic abilities have created exten-
sive painted backgrounds depicting the countryside with
typical local characteristics. One example is the oyster farms

at Bouzigues with Séte, a mountain of volcanic origin, in the
background.
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Below

X4300 autorail leaving
the Malpas Tunnel
having passed under

the Canal du Midi (right).

Abovye
The sawmill is near the Thau lake,
where oyster beds are visible.




BEZIERS FRANCE

Bernard Nomdedeu, who is a keen amateur photographer
has, in addition to providing the photographs for this article,
also incorporated some of his photographs taken in the city
of Béziers into the backgrounds.

There is an alternative configuration for the layout, which
has been used at exhibitions with the aim of permitting more
trains to be operated simultanegusly. This configuration
consists of two double track spirals, one each side of the
viaduct, with a double track section hidden from view under
the wiaduct section. In this configuration the sections from
the Malpas Tunnel to the bridge over the River Orb, including
Béziers station, are not used.

We have been advised that the building in which we are
currently housed will, in the near future, be redeveloped, and
we will be relocated into a different building. The room indi-
cated as our future premises is larger than the current one.
There is a proposition currently under discussion that, with
this larger space, we could develop the layout to incorporate
the two spirals on a permanent basis. This would be differ-
ent from what is currently occasionally used at exhibitions
in that, with the exception of the Malpas Tunnel section,
the whole of the existing layout would be used with return
double tracks being installed underneath. The tunnel section
would be replaced by a fiddle yard for train formation,

Abave

The buildings by the station
have been modelled in full,
in half relief, and as photos
on the backscene.

Below

Béziers station is busy with

a Caravelle X4300 autorail,
an express hauled by a 231E,
and a Picasso X3800.

Beyond is the entrance to the
Plateau de Poétes gardens.
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Top

Old and new autorails meet
under the station canopy -
X4300 and X73500.

Above left

At one end of the village
a wedding reception party
i5 in full swing.

Above right
Meanwhile in the centre
it is clearly market day.

Right

Beyond the level crossing
at one end of the village
is an unusual villa with

a very well equipped garden.
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40th ANNIVERSARY GRS
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versary this year, having been formed in June 1981.

Looking back over the last forty years has revealed how
the world has changed, and how the Society has evolved to
keep abreast of those changes.

The main objective at that time was to promote modelling
of German railways, and indeed the second paragraph in
the first newsletter stated: “Firstly, though, we would like to
explain the reason why there is a need for a society catering
exclusively for the serious German railway modeller ..."

Owver time this changed to one that promotes both the
prototype and models,

The first twenty years of the GRS was covered in issue
MNo.80 of the society's magazine Merkur. By 2001 the
society was well established and had a high profile on the
continental railway scene. This had been achieved by the
committee members' hard work and perseverance in a var-
ety of activities,

There have been several challenges - from not enough
articles for Merkur to not enough volunteers for the com-
mittee posts and volunteers to help with the society's stand
at exhibitions — all of which are experienced by most railway
soCieties at some time.

The German Railway Society celebrates its 40th anni-

Merkur

The society’s quarterly publication is of pivotal importance in
communicating with all members, and includes interesting
articles and sources of information. Before the summer of
1993, communication with members was initially via a sim-
ple newsletter and then briefly as A5 size magazines entitled
Kurier or Report. The first issue of Merkur was numbered
47, also in AS format. From No.120 in autumn 2011 it has
appeared in its current Ad size.

The production of a quarterly journal could be considered
to be very hard work, and in the past it was rather more dif-
ficult than in today’s era of powerful personal computers and
the internet. Reading past editors’ trials in bringing Merkur
to publication bears this out, with computer failures, queries
over photographic quality, etc. What we have learned has
made the production of Merkur much more manageable
and streamlined.
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Celebrated by current committee members Angie Uphoff,
Bryan Tozer, Ben Weiner, and Doug Tompkins.

The German Railway Society
marks a milestone

1981-2021

*rry
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OERMAN RAILWAY SOCIETY

40 YEARS

Publications —
The society has produced a number of books on
various German railway subjects, including sig-
nalling, and steam, diesel, and electric motive

power, giving the reader a wealth of informa- EIGNAL

tion in English which would otherwise only be GUIDE ING
available in German. The books are designed

to give an insight into German railway practi-

ces and gfﬂuide reference sources should the | AN IN-DEPTH
reader wish to do more research, |' STUDy

They are a mixture of factual illustrated | I|
books and pamphlet style albums using 'Ij
photographs scanned from slides and prints | [ 7
from the authors' collections and from |'I / ,'.
those donated to the society. |

Further publications are planned and |

these will be announced on the website | H %
f | E
and in Merkur, T Gy J
—— e T

Above
Cover of Merkur No.47.

O e i - &
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Right
Cover of Merkur No.120,
the first in the A4 format.
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Website

Of all the services we provide, this has had a significant
amount of development. With the advent of the internet,
we considered that the technological revolution should be
embraced to enhance the services offered to members.
An e-mail group was set up, which has only recently been
replaced by the members’ forum area of the website.

In addition, the Merkur archive has been painstakingly
scanned and uploaded to the website.

We currently offer an on-line subscription enabling mem-
bers to receive Merkur electronically. This has enabled a
number of overseas members to benefit from joining the
society without expensive postal charges.

Since we have improved the website, we have sold publi-
cations all over the world, which is very gratifying.

Exhibition

Our annual model railway exhibition is a much celebrated
and respected event, enjoyed by all who attend. It is a very
important vehicle to show excellence in railway modelling
and bring together our members at a very enjoyable event,
supported by a number of specialist traders.

In 2004 the venue was moved from Oxford, where it had
been held for several years, to Sutton Coldfield. In recent
years the event has been held very successfully in Didcot Civic
Centre, a beautiful and convenient venue.

Many members have layouts which have appeared at
this and other exhibitions around the country, helping to
promote the modelling of German railways and the society.
Over the years many have also been featured in the model
press, not least of course CM.

Unfortunately, due to the continuing COVID pandemic,
this year's exhibition — planned for May as usual — had to be
cancelled for the second time. However, we hope that the
event will go ahead in 2022,

The Annual General Meeting is now also held in conjunc-
tion with the exhibition, at the same venue, and members
are encouraged attend both.

Refocusing

In order to ensure the viability of the society, we under-
took an extensive exercise in evaluating our services, which
resulted in the closure of Members' Sales and the Library.
With the proliferation of on-line sales, the once much appre-
ciated sales service became financially untenable so was
discontinued. Likewise the Library, which was overtaken by
the copious amount of information available on line.

We want to ensure that our society would be the ‘centre
of excellence’ in German raillways for English speakers so
we have expanded the range of publications, including the
much-praised signalling guides.

Criginally the society also included information on railways
in Austria. However, it was decided to concentrate on the

SEPTEMBER 2021

railways of Germany when a separate group

catering for enthusiasts of Austrian raibways was
formed.

The German Railway Society was incorpor-
ated as a Company Limited by Guarantee on
24th March 2015. This change in status gives
members added protection, and also encour-
aged at least one other continental railway
society to become incorporated.

Looking forward

We believe that our strategy has ensured
the society’s future success. We want to
continue the transfer of knowledge, which
has been praised by railway enthusiasts in
Germany.

Like all societies, our strengths and
capabilities come from our membership,
and in some areas local groups have \\J
been set up. S T,

Of particular note, the South Devon Group |
hold an annual Open Day in the summer to
which members and friends are invited. The |
event features a number of layouts and the day |
is usually rounded off with a slide show.

If you are interested in joining,

please contact the Membership Secretary at
memsec@grs-uk.org

or send an AS SSAE to;
GRS Membership Secretary,
Mr B.Tozer,
49, Queens Road, St.George, | R
Bristol, BS5 8HT. | s

www.grs-uk.org .
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Gerrman railways are regularly modelled in various scales and
gauges from Z to 1, with narrow gauges represented from
Nm to Ilm (G), and covering a wide time span, from the 19th
century to the present day. To give just some impression of
the variety, we offer a few examples from previous issues.

Above
RheingauZ in Z by David and Iris Guscott. CM October 2012.

Below
Altenholz, Bavarian N by Stephen Davies. CM November 2014.
Photos: editor.

Abowe

Wellmich-am-Rhein in N
R _ : -7 ¢ P by Brian and Ann Silby,
- —-—l'-i-l-_-'-'l'ﬂ"__ql'_- -"_ r__'; _h.:-_ — E - |._- — - a E it . b . b EM IUIF 201 d_
O ' it : L 3 8 Photo; editor,
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Below
Kayreuth in N by lan Hogben. CM April 2011, January 2012, and September 2014.
Photo: editor.
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Above

Another interpretation of the
River Rhine, but in TT -

Rhine side by Dave Harris

and John O'Dell.

CM September & October 2010.
Photo: editor.

Belaw

Narrow gauge in Saxony

- the junction at Bertsdorf
modelled in HOe by Mark Dale.
CM January 2018.  Photo: editor,

SR,

Above

Brunnenbach station

on the Sid Harz Eisenbahn,
a modular HOm system
created by Paul Steedman.
CM November 2019.

Photo: editor.
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Above

Engelsdorf Rangierbahnhof by Graham Lightfoot. CM March 2012,
Graham's layouts often feature both HO and HOe track.

Photo: Steve Flint.

Below

Diigelskirchen in HO, latest in a series of compact Epoch IV diesel depots
by Doug Tompkins. CM October 2019.
Photo: editor.
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Trubenfeld in HO by Doug Rhodes.
CM February 2017.

Below
Ermengerst in HO by Alan Peacock.
CM March 2017. Photos: editor,




Below

Ahrtalzweibruck in O by John lllingworth.
CM September 2012 and May 2018.
Photo: Derek Shore.

Left

fauberwaldbahn in Qe
by Norton Cross MRG.
CM January 2011.
Photo: Steve Flint.

Right
Bw.Patsdorf in Gauge 1
by Richard Spoors.

CM November 2018.
Photo: editor.

Below

Engdorf in O by Peter Wurcbacher and Trevor Bottomley of the Norton Cross MRG.
CM October and December 2012. Phata: Steve Flint.
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N SCHLABELSRINGEN GERMANY

Roger Jermy describes his compact layout, constructed in lockdown,
which represents a possible preserved line.
Photographs by the author.

Schlabelsringen

An exercise in creating a plausible situation

of both standard and narrow gauge varieties. About

twelve years ago | started to purchase some N gauge
models by Fleischmann and Minitrix, together with a few
lengths of track on which to place them. Soon my thoughts
turned towards the construction of a small layout on which
they could run. However, other pressing matters took up
much of my time. Apart from buying some more track,
some carriages, wagons, and a few scenic items, | made
very little progress for some years. | should add at this point
that almost all of the items | purchased, apart from one
Fleischmann BR70 loco and some yard lengths of track, were
obtained secondhand, either at exhibitions or on line,

It was at the start of lockdown that | made the decision
to begin the construction of a small layout or — because of
its size — some might say a diorama! Of necessity it had to
be small so that it could be transported in the boot of my
Vauxhall Astra, and passed through the hatch into my loft
if necessary.

Having seen many models of ‘terminus to fiddle yard’
Great Western branch termini at exhibitions, | wondered it
this theme could be translated into a German eguivalent.
However, whilst the track layout of the Great Western
versions generally consisted of a platform line with a run-
round loop and a siding or two, this did not match the
plans of German local lines, such as those in Bavaria, that |
had seen in books. These almost invariably involved several
loops, rather than sidings, and the extra pointwork involved
required much maore space on the ground. | tried to imagine
a small branch which had been truncated resulting in a for-
mer intermediate station, with fewer facilities, becoming the
new end-of-line.

At the same time | realised that the variety of locomotives
that | had accumulated would never have been seen on such
a line in Deutsche Bundesbahn days in Epoch 3, my chosen
era. 50 how could | justify running them all? The answer
came when | realised that heritage railways often operate a
variety of locomotive types and use unprototypical operating
procedures! Having seen double-headed two-coach trains
and locomotives operating in “top-and-tail’ mode on the Aln
Valley Railway, | realised that making my layout as a heritage
line would make sense, justifying the non-prototypical track

Fr::r a long time | have admired German tank locomotives

572




Below left
A BR70 2-4-0T approaches Schlabelsringen with a short freight
as a BR94 0-10-0T waits in the headshunt.

layout, the variety of locomotives (imagined to have been
acquired from DB as the steam era ended), and unusual
operations! However, it was decided to retain the ‘terminus
to fiddle yard® scheme. Another twist in the story is that
despite its heritage nature, DB retains a skeleton service of
railbuses!

Construction
| decided on a baseboard of 48" x 9° for the scenic portion
of the layout, with a separate board 24" x 9" for the fiddle
yard. They would be held together by bolts and dowels with
fasteners on the outside. Electrical connection between the
boards was made using sliding brass bolts and sockets. The
boards were constructed from the metric equivalent of "two
by one’ timber, with glued and screwed joints; the long side
pieces were cross-braced at 12 intervals. The surface was
9mm plywood covered with a layer of cork to provide some
sound insulation.

The fiddle yard board was made in a similar manner.

Pieces of plywood were used to support the backscene
and the layout ends and to 'hide’ the fiddle yard. Just a single
track bridges the gap between the two baseboards.

Track, scenery, and electrics

The Peco Streamline track was glued directly to the base-
board and ballasted in the usual manner, The track plan was
kept as simple as possible to minimise the risk of problems
during operation! Just two points are visible in the scenic
section, while the fiddle yard consists of just four parallel
sidings plus a small headshunt on one siding.

-i‘-'-‘l-
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After the track was laid, the contours of the scenic portion
of the layout were fashioned from expanded po