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A
couple of months ago, I was 
waiting in the checkout line at 
a local hobby shop. I said hello 

to the gentleman ahead of me, and we 
had a short conversation. He told me 
he was educating his children about 
the value of his toy trains. His com-
ment stuck with me.

What kind of value was he referring 
to? Perhaps he owns rare items that 
are worth a lot of money and doesn’t 
want his relatives tossing them in the 
trash someday.

Maybe “educating” means learning 
the stories behind the models. His 
boyhood (or newer) trains have value 
because of treasured memories, and 
he hopes to pass them along for 
future generations to enjoy.future generations to enjoy.

Or does he want to educate them 
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BY RENE SCHWEITZER•• EDITOR'S NOTE 

Contributing Editor Bob Keller gave me this amusing K-Line car many years ago. It 

makes me smile whenever I look at it, which is why I don’t care whether it has much 

monetary value. The memories associated with this piece of O gauge rolling stock are 

worth more than its cash value. Cody Grivno photo

about the toy train hobby and explain 
how much enjoyment it’s given him 
during his lifetime?

Regardless of how this man – or any 
of you – perceive the value of toy 
trains, it should be clear that you can’t 
put a price on what you learn from a 
hobby, the happiness it brings when 
life gets you down, or the friends you 
gain along the way.

I’ll never know exactly what this 
gentleman meant by his comment, but 
it’s sure given me food for thought. 
Perhaps it will also make you consider 
what your locomotives and rolling 
stock are “worth” to you.

SUBSCRIBE TO CLASSIC TOY TRAINS 

Go online and subscribe to receive Classic Toy Trains issues 
packed with expert tips for collecting, maintaining, and oper-
ating toy trains plus news, reviews, and inspiring toy train lay-
outs. trains.com/ctt/subnow
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For info & tickets:  TRAINSHOW.COM

*UHHQEHUJ·V 7UDLQ 	 7R\ 6KRZ
America’s Train & Toy Show since 1976

*UHDW 7UDLQ 6KRZV
Quality Train Shows from coast to coast

*UHDW 0LGZHVW 7UDLQ 6KRZ
The best place to buy & sell trains since 1971

7KH EHVW SODFH WR ILQG 7UDLQ 6KRZV

UPCOMING  SHOW  SCHEDULE

Sep 13 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Fair

Oct 3-4 Del Mar, CA - Del Mar Fairgrounds

Oct 4 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Fair

Oct 10-11 Shakopee, MN - Canterbury Park

Oct 17-18 Fredericksburg, VA - Convention Center

Oct 24-25 Waterford, MI - Oakland Expo Center

Nov 1 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Fair

Nov 7-8 Monroeville, PA - Convention Center

Nov 21-22 Wilmington, MA - Shriner’s Auditorium

Nov 28-29 Edison, NJ - New Jersey Expo Center

Nov 28-29 Collinsville, IL - Gateway Convention Ctr

Dec 5-6 Timonium, MD - Maryland State Fair

Dec 5-6 Scottsdale, AZ - WestWorld

Dec 6 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Fair

Dec 12-13 East Moline, IL - Bend XPO

Dec 12-13 Pleasanton, CA - Alameda County Fair

Dec 19-20 Ventura, CA - Ventura County Fair

Jan 2-3 Kansas City, MO - KCI Expo Center

Jan 2-3 Boise, ID - Expo Idaho

Jan 3 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Fair

Jan 9-10 Oaks, PA - Greater Philadelphia Expo Ctr.

Jan 9-10 Columbus, OH - Ohio Expo Center

Jan 9-10 Ridgefield, WA - Clark County Event Ctr.

MTH 20-21593-1&-3 Florida East Coast AB w/Proto 3.0 ........ $799.95

MTH 20-21661-1 Union Pacific Genset with Proto 3.0............ $499.95

MTH 20-21717-1 Burlington SD-24 with Proto 3.0................. $509.95

MTH 20-21745-1 Western Maryland GP-9 P3........................ $529.95

MTH 20-21757-1 Atlantic Coast Line SD-35 Proto 3.0 ........... $539.95

MTH 20-21785-1 Florida East Coast GP-9 w/Proto 3.0........... $549.95

MTH 20-21786-1 Florida East Coast GP-9 w/Proto 3.0........... $549.95

MTH 20-21844-1 New Haven U25B with Proto 3.0 ................ $529.95

MTH 20-21854-1 Santa Fe FM Erie Built AB w/3.0............... $1039.95

MTH 20-21881-1 GE Demo AC6000 w/Proto 3.0................... $549.95

MTH 20-21895-1 Chessie SD-50 with Proto 3.0.................... $549.95

MTH 20-21898-1 Seaboard SD-50 with Proto 3.0.................. $549.95

MTH 20-21901-1 Norfolk Southern SD-50 w/P 3.0 ................ $549.95

MTH 20-21903-1 Conrail SD-50 with Proto 3.0 ..................... $549.95

MTH 20-21946-1 CSX SD70MAC with Proto 3.0.................... $629.95

MTH 20-21948-1 Alaska #4007 SD70MAC P3.0 ................... $629.95

MTH 20-21949-1 Alaska #4013 SD70MAC P3.0 ................... $629.95

MTH 20-21966-1 Norfolk Southern Dash-8 w/P 3.0............... $589.95

MTH 20-21971-1 CSX Dash-8 with Proto 3.0 ........................ $589.95

MTH 20-21976-1 Santa Fe Dash-8 #844 w/Proto 3.0............ $589.95

MTH 20-21977-1 Santa Fe Dash-8 #851 w/Proto 3.0............ $589.95

MTH 30-20819-1 EMD ABA with Proto 3.0 ............................ $549.95

MTH 30-20829-1 Pennsy Power & Light SW1500 P3.0.......... $319.95

MTH 30-21119-1 Conrail SD-45 with Proto 3.0 ..................... $379.95 

MTH 30-21122-1 Santa Fe SD-45 (Red, Wh.Bl) w/P3.0.......... $379.95                             

MTH 30-21167-1 Great Northern RS-3 with Proto 3............... $349.99

MTH 30-21172-1 Southern Pacific RSD-5 w/P3..................... $349.95

MTH 30-21218-1 Susquehanna FP45 with Proto 3.0 ............. $389.95

MTH 30-21220-1 Wisconsin Southern FP45 w/Proto 3........... $389.95              

MTH 30-21242-1 Chessie ES44 with Proto 3.0...................... $379.95 

MTH 30-21264-1 Norfolk Southern C30-7 w/Proto 3.0 .......... $389.95

MTH 30-21265-1 Union Pacific C30-7 with Proto 3.0............. $389.95

FIRST FROST
TRAIN MEET

®FIRST FROST®FIRST FROST

Train Races · Test Track · Switching and Operating Layouts Switching and Operating Layouts

Over 600
Tables!

November 14 & 15, 2026  • Saturday 9-4 • Sunday 9-3

Pre-registered tickets admitted at 8am - $15.00Pre-registered tickets admitted at 8am - $15.00
Adults $10.00 • Children under 12 FREE! w/adult

Allentown Fairgrounds Agri-Plex
1925 West Chew Street, Allentown, PA 18104

 Visit our website for more info or contact us at (610) 442-2859 Visit our website for more info or contact us at (610) 442-2859

www.allentowntrainmeet.comwww.allentowntrainmeet.com

SIDETRACKHOBBIES.COM 
PLACE ORDER and as always NO DEPOSIT
SIDETRACKHOBBIES@EROLS.COM - 301-475-5381 FOR OTHER INFO

20-30159-1 • 70-3053-1 • 70-3055-1 • 70-3050-1

LARGE SCALE - PREMIER - RAILKING

MTH PREMIER 4-8-8-4 BIG BOYMTH PREMIER 4-8-8-4 BIG BOY

For Classic Toy Trains

advertising information

please call Martha Stanczak

414-246-7081

AMTRAK INSPIRATION
Modeling scenic vistas from westbound passenger trains
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EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW! HOW LIONEL DESIGNS AN ACCESSORY

HOW TO BUILD AN OVERHEAD LAYOUT
AMAZING LIONEL POSTWAR RARITIES
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LOVE THOSE GREATEST FINDS
I wanted to communicate the appreciation 
and excitement I felt while reading How-
ard Johnson’s article in the Summer 2026 
issue of Classic Toy Trains. When he got to 
the end and recalled how the store man-
ager was describing how itds had acquired 
the Lionel set from an elderly gentleman, 
there was such pathos described by the 
shop owner. Now, in his later or last years, 
he was passing along his trains, a vestige of 
that dream, in the hopes that someone else 
would enjoy them. Great, great, great 
story. — Stuart Mitnick

•• YOUR LETTERS

As a Yale University graduate, I must 
comment on the cover of the November 
1907 Everbest Magazine in the article 
“Lionel Trains: Meet me at the fair,” by 
Robert J. Osterhoff in the Spring issue. 
Pictured is undoubtedly a Yale football 
player, and Yale won the national champi-
onship that year. In those years, American 
football was in its infancy. There were a 
handful of East Coast colleges playing the 
“new” sport. Besides the toy train article 
highlighted by Mr. Osterhoff, I'm sure 
there was an article about Yale winning 
the championship.

I lived on the campus in New Haven 
from 1962 to 1966. As a later American 
Flyer collector, I often think how I missed 
a golden opportunity to walk across the 
Yale campus and see the factory manufac-
turing trains. — Elliott A. Yolles

o t tt t
’

MORE STRUCTURE INFORMATION
I enjoyed your story in the Summer Issue, 
“A buyer’s guide to structures.” I have pur-
chased structures from many of the manu-
facturers mentioned. There are two manu-
facturers not on your list that produce 
great O scale wood laser kits (along with 
other scales) that I have built and have dis-
played on my layout. They are ITLA Scale 
Models (itlascalemodels.com) in Canada 
and Right On Track Models (rightontrack 
models.com) in North Port, Fla. These two 
companies produce high-quality structures 
that will add variety to any model railroad. 
— Edwin Berry

TOY TRAINS AT FOLEY
I became a subscriber to Classic Toy Trains
beginning with issue No. 1 back in 1987!  
At age 93 I’m downsizing but am still into 
trains, volunteering at the Foley Railroad 
Museum in Alabama, where we operate O 
gauge trains on a 20 x 60-foot layout and 
entertain about 20,000 visitors each year. 
CTT published a great article about our 
museum back in the September 2019 issue.

Foley was named Alabama’s WWII 
Heritage City, so we look forward to more 

visitors to see our trains as well as the dis-
plays of how Foley contributed to the 
country during that war. This photo of the 
layout shows scale reproductions of 
1950s-era buildings that still exist in 
downtown Foley. —  George Nelson

BALANCE OF MAGAZINE 
CONTENT
I read Rene's “Editor's Note” in the Spring 
2026 issue. Her posturing the future of the 
magazine by anchoring it from the 1987 
first issue couldn't be more spot on. The 
concept of “balance” has always been all 
inclusive in this wonderful hobby. Roger 
Carp is simply marvelous in his articles 
and uses diversity to cover all aspects in 
this hobby. This issue is proof of concept. 

Rene, you have taken over from some 
good editors and have been doing a super-
lative job. The word “classic” means differ-
ent things, but covering both past and 
current production shouldn't be a limiting 
view, as some readers have noted. CTT 
has always been the premier magazine in 
the hobby, and I can say, stay the course! 
You both are providing excellent content. 
— David Karol

RESPONSE FROM BOB 
OSTERHOFF:
Your observation that a Yale football 
player is pictured on the cover of the Ever-
best Magazine is correct. Perhaps it is 
because the President of Ewing-Merkle 
Electric Co., Nathaniel Ewing, was a grad-
uate of Yale University! However, there is 
no mention of Yale or its football success 
in that issue.

Your comments about American Flyer 
trains in 1966 was most interesting. Many 
items from the A.C. Gilbert factory fell 
into collector hands during that period, 
most likely from the dumpsters at the fac-
tory in New Haven. Ironically, the train 
inventory was acquired by Lionel in New 
Jersey for liquidation. That story I tell in 
my book, Inside the Lionel Trains Fun Fac-
tory (Project Roar Publishing). tory (Project Roar Publishing). tory

The November 1907 issue of Everbest Magazine doesn’t contain any football content.

The Foley Railroad Museum features a 20 x 

60-foot layout operated by volunteers.

CTT-RC0926.indd   6 ��������������ɐ30
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SALE ITEMS!!
16390 Lionel Flatcar w/Water Tank......................... 25.00
16651 Animated Clown Car .................................... 30.00
17171 Lenny the Lion Scale ‘O’ Cylindrical Hop. .... 39.95
19439 Standard ‘O’ Flatcar w/SAFEs ..................... 25.00
19540 Broken Arrow Ranch Stock Car ................... 20.00
19825 GM Generator Car  ...................................... 40.00
19882 Sanderson Poultry Dispatch Car ................. 35.00
19965 Big Pete’s Animated Aquarium Car .............. 29.95
29671 Smoke Pellet Display Car #2 ....................... 24.95
29791 Wizard of Oz 75th Anniversary Boxcar ........ 24.95
36200 Hellgate Bridge Boxcar  ............................... 20.00
52221 Norfolk Southern (Gray) Boxcar .................. 30.00
52280 LOTS ‘More Precious than Gold’ Mint Car .. 40.00
81871 Loggers Figure Pack.................................... 12.95
83168 Iron Works Figure Pack ............................... 12.95
83246 Shell Gas Billboard Art Boxcar..................... 39.95
83657 Miller’s Beer Reefer Car .............................. 40.00
2038160   Looney Tunes Picinic w/Porky Boxcar ...... 34.95
2038170   Looney Tunes Robin Hood Daffy b/c ........ 34.95
2043290   Chicago & Northwestern NE-5 Caboose .. 39.95
2043051   52/53/54 Milw.Road I-Beam Flatcar  EA. .. 20.00
2043062   64/64 Trailer Train I-Beam Flatcar  EA. .... 20.00
2043101   2/3/4 Great Northern Bulkhead Log Car ... 20.00
2043121   22/24 Trailer Train Bulkhead w/Log Load . 20.00
2043162   63/64 Reading Gondolas w/Coil Covers ... 20.00
2128110   Budweiser ‘This Buds for You’ Reefer ....... 34.95
2128300   Angela Thomas Santa Fe F-3 Boxcar ...... 39.95
2138130   WWII Africa Campaign Boxcar ................. 40.00
2228020   Angela Thomas GG-1 Boxcar ................... 39.95
2228180   Angela Thomas Blue Comet Boxcar ......... 39.95
2228190   Angela Thomas NYC F-3 Boxcar ............. 39.95
2228380   John Deere Reefer Car ............................ 44.95
2329130   Cowen’s Creamery Caboose w/Deck ..... 100.00
2438220   Angela Thomas Diesel Flag Boxcar ......... 59.95
2428420   BARBIE 1959 Boxcar 65th Ann.  .............. 39.95
2428430   BARBIE 1960 Boxcar 65th Ann.  .............. 39.95
2428440   BARBIE 1970  Boxcar 65th. Ann.  ............ 39.95
2428450   Mister Rodgers Aquarium Car .................. 64.95
2528460   BARBIE 1980’s Boxcar  ............................ 49.95
2528470   BARBIE 1990’S Boxcar ............................ 49.95
2528820   Mattel UNO Boxcar ................................... 49.95
2528840   Rock Em Sock Em Animated Gondola ..... 74.95
2538360   Mattel 80th Anniversary Boxcar ................ 29.95

LIONEL ‘SCALE-SIZE’ CARS 
11877 C&NW Steel-Side Reefer 3-pack............... 175.00
17288 New York Central Green PS-1 Boxcar ......... 54.95
17290 Seaboard PS-1 Boxcar ................................ 49.95
17299 Virginian PS-1 Boxcar.................................. 59.95
17331 Hoods Milk Car #802 ................................... 49.95
17332 Pfaudler Milk Car #501 ................................ 49.94
������ 3DFL¿�F�)UXLW�([��6WHHO�6LGH�5HHIHU .............. 59.95������ 3DFL¿�F�)UXLW�([��6WHHO�6LGH�5HHIHU .............. 59.95������ 3DFL¿�F�)UXLW�([��6WHHO�6LGH�5HHIHU
17338 Merchant Dispatch Transit Reefer ............... 45.00
17339 Burlington Steel-Side Reefer ....................... 49.95
17340 White Bros Milk Car #891 ............................ 39.95
17341 Dairymen League Milk Car #779 ................. 49.95
17349 New York Central Milk Car  .......................... 54.95
17350 Hoods Milk Car #803 ................................... 49.95
17355 Hoods Milk Car #550 ................................... 49.95
17364 REA Milk Car #1742 .................................... 54.95
17461 NYC PS-5 Gondola w/Containers................ 59.95
17703 New York Central 40-Ton Stock Car ............ 59.95
17705 Burlington 40-Ton Stock Car ........................ 54.95
17708 CP Rail 40-Ton Stock Car ............................ 59.95
17711 Chesapeake & Ohio 40-Ton Stock Car ........ 49.95
19345 C.N. Rainbow Cylindrical Hopper ................ 69.95
19635 U.S. Army 8K Tank Car ................................ 44.95
������ 1RUWKHUQ�3DFL¿�F�36���3LJJ\EDFN��SN� ....... 169.95
21854 Norfolk & Western PS-2CD Hopper 3pk. ... 144.95
21884 P.P.&L. 100-ton Coal Hopper 2-pack ......... 149.95
27307 Pepper Packing Steel-Side Reefer .............. 49.95
27205 Denver & Rio Grande 50’ DD Boxcar .......... 54.95
27211 MKT PS-1 Boxcar ........................................ 54.95
27218 Santa Fe 50’ DD Boxcar w/End Doors ........ 49.95
27286 M&StL & Rock Island PS-1 Boxcar 2pk. ...... 99.95
������ 3DFL¿�F�)UXLW�([��6WHHO�6LGH�5HHIHU��SN�..... 249.95
31716 NYC (5) Milk Cars & Caboose  .................. 295.00
31796 Feather Route Regional Freight 3pk.......... 189.95
82667 DT&I Gondola/Flatcar 2-pack .................... 164.95
83549 VisionLine Santa Fe SS Reefer 3pk. ......... 299.95
84020 P.P.&L. Bathtub Gondola 4-pack ................ 125.00
84025 P.P.&L. Bathtub Gondola 2-pack .................. 75.00
84157 Bethlehem Steel 2-Bay Hopper 3pk. ......... 199.95
����������%XUOLQJWRQ�1RUWKHUQ�+XVN\�Z�*UDI¿�WL ...... 139.95
����������&5/(�+XVN\�6WDFN�&DU�Z�*UDI¿�WL ........... 139.95
����������7UDLOHU�7UDLQ�+XVN\�6WDFN�Z�*UDI¿�WL ........ 139.95
����������77;�+XVN\�6WDFN�&DU�Z�*UDI¿�WL .............. 139.95
����������3DFHU�+XVN\�6WDFN�&DU�Z�*UDI¿�WL ........... 139.95
2326098   D&RG 100-Ton Coal Hopper 2pk. B ....... 199.95
2326099   D&RG 100-Ton Coal Hopper 2pk. C ....... 199.95

LIONEL STANDARD ‘O’ CARS
������ 1RUWKHUQ�3DFL¿�F���&DU�)UHLJKW�6HW............. 195.00
������ &KHVVLH�$&)�&HQWHUÀ�RZ�+RSSHU��� ............ 35.00
������ 6FODLU�$&)�&HQWHUÀ�RZ�+RSSHU ..................... 30.00������ 6FODLU�$&)�&HQWHUÀ�RZ�+RSSHU ..................... 30.00������ 6FODLU�$&)�&HQWHUÀ�RZ�+RSSHU
������ 8QLRQ�3DFL¿�F�&RDO�+RSSHU........................... 30.00
17140 Virginian Coal Hopper 6-pack .................... 225.00
������ 8QLRQ�3DFL¿�F�'RXEOH�'RRU�%R[FDU .............. 30.00������ 8QLRQ�3DFL¿�F�'RXEOH�'RRU�%R[FDU .............. 30.00������ 8QLRQ�3DFL¿�F�'RXEOH�'RRU�%R[FDU
17216 Pennsylvania Double-Door Boxcar .............. 35.00
17255 Chevy Double-Door Boxcar ......................... 45.00
������ &DQDGLDQ�3DFL¿�F�)ODWFDU�Z�/RJV ................. 30.00
17600 New York Central Woodside Caboose ......... 25.00
17603 Rock Island Woodside Caboose.................. 30.00
17601 Southern Red Woodside Caboose .............. 25.00
17608 C&O Steelside Smoking Caboose ............... 50.00
17611 New York Central Woodside Caboose ......... 25.00
17905 ADM Unibody Tank Car ............................... 30.00
17914 Engelhard Unibody Tank Car ....................... 35.00
18556 C.I.&M. 3-Boxcar & Caboose Set  ............... 75.00
������ 8QLRQ�3DFL¿�F���&DU�)UHLJKW�6HW ................. 150.00
������ 1RUWKHUQ�3DFL¿�F�%L&HQQWLHQDO�%R[FDU.......... 35.00
52098 U.S. Dept. of Commerce Boxcar ................. 25.00

LIONEL CONVENTIONAL DIESELS
8160 Burger King Fast Food Freight Set (8pcs) . 395.00
����� 6RXWKHUQ�3DFL¿�F�'D\OLJKW�)���µ$$¶ ............. 395.00
8354 Erie NW-2 Switcher ................................... 125.00
8380 Lionel Lines SD-28 w/7 Matching Cars...... 395.00
����� �������8QLRQ�3DFL¿�F�)��$%$¶V ................... 395.00
8687 /7404/6917 Jersey Central FM/bc/cab ....... 275.00
8753 Pennsylvania Tuscan GG-1 ....................... 295.00
8762 Great Northern EP-5    ............................... 145.00
����� 6RXWKHUQ�3DFL¿�F�%ODFN�)0......................... 250.00
8952 Pennsylvania F-3 AA’s (Green 5-stripe) ..... 395.00
11734 Erie Alco ABA’s w/6 Frts Cars (FF#6 Set) .. 395.00
������ 8QLRQ�3DFL¿�F�6W¶2¶�'DVK����F ................... 195.00
18300 Pennsylvania 5-stripe Bronze GG-1 .......... 225.00
18301 Southern FM w/horn .................................. 195.00
18302 Great Northern EP-5 w/6 Cars (FF#3) ....... 350.00
18303 Amtrak GG-1.............................................. 250.00
18307 Pennsylvania FM (sealed) ......................... 225.00
18311 Disney EP-5 Electric w/horn ...................... 175.00
18500 Milw. Road GP-9 w/6 Cars (FF#2) ............. 450.00
18505 Nickel Plate GP7’s w/6 Cars (FF#6 Set) .... 395.00
18551 Susquehanna RS-3 w/case ....................... 175.00
������ :HVWHUQ�3DFL¿�F�*3���Z�KRUQ ..................... 150.00
18823 CI&M SD-9 w/18556 Freight Car Pack ...... 250.00
18838 Seaboard RSC-3 w/horn............................ 145.00
28223 BNSF SD-70MAC ‘Scale-Size’ .................. 225.00
28876 Great Northern FT A-unit ........................... 199.95
38312 Santa Fe F-3 ‘AA’ w/horn & bell snds ........ 350.00
52259 ChicagoLand Railroader Club GP-20 ........ 150.00

LIONEL NON-POWERED UNIT
8575 Milwaukee Road F-3 B-unit ......................... 95.00
8661 Southern F-3 B-unit ................................... 100.00
8777 Santa Fe F-3 Warbonnet ‘B’ (1977) ............. 95.00
14541 C&O F-3 B-unit w/Railsounds .................... 275.00
18121 Santa Fe F-3 Blue & Yellow ‘B’ .................... 95.00
18122 Santa Fe F-3 Blue & Yellow w/Railsounds 150.00
18202 Erie-Lackawanna SD-40   .......................... 145.00
18204 Chessie SD-40  ......................................... 125.00
18249 Erie PB-1 w/TMCC & Railsounds .............. 195.00
18919 Santa Fe ‘0-27’ Alco ‘A’ w/horn .................... 69.95
34545 Rio Grande F-3 Legacy B-unit ................... 225.00
34546 Southern F-3 Legacy B-unit ....................... 225.00
38116 Baltimore & Ohio FT B-unit ........................ 125.00
38194 Great Nothern FB-2 (Scale) ........................110.00
38761 Jersey Central F-3 B-unit (Scale) .............. 195.00

LIONEL ‘TMCC’ STEAM LOCOMOTIVES
11105 New York Central L2 Mohawk (Scale) ....... 995.00
18043 C&O ‘Yellow Belly’ Streamlined Hudson .... 550.00
18057 Lionel Lines #671 Turbine ......................... 395.00
18067 Comm Vanderbilt Weathered Hudson ....... 695.00
28052 N&W Articulated Class A 2-6-6-4 ............... 795.00
28079 Chesapeake & Ohio 2-10-4 (Scale) ........... 895.00
38000 Empire State Express Hudson (Scale) ...... 795.00
38026 Norfolk & Western J #606 (Scale) ............. 995.00
LIONEL CONVENTIONAL STEAM LOCOS

8002 U.P. Berkshire w/6 frts FARR#2 Set .......... 395.00
8404 PRR Turbine w/5 frts FARR#5 Set............. 395.00
8606 Boston & Albany Hudson ........................... 395.00
8615 Louisville & Nashville Berkshire w/case..... 495.00
18006 Reading T-1 w/Railsounds (Scale) ............ 495.00
������ 6RXWKHUQ�3DFL¿�F�*6���Z�5DLOVRXQGV ......... 395.00
18009 NYC Scale 4-8-2 Mohawk w/Railsounds ... 495.00
18010 Pennsylvania Scale Turbine w/RS ............. 795.00
18011 Chessie Scale T-1 w/Railsounds ............... 450.00
18030 Frisco Scale-Size Mikado w/Railsounds .... 495.00
18040 Norfolk & Western J w/Railsounds (used) . 295.00
18662 Pennsylvania 0-4-0 Switcher ..................... 175.00
18680 LRRC 4-6-4 Hudson w/SignalSnds ........... 195.00
������ /55&�������3DFL¿�F�6WHDP�/RFRPRWLYH ..... 175.00

POSTWAR REMAKE SETS
21782 PRR ‘Congressional’ GG-1/Pass. Set ....... 695.00
21788 Missile Launch Set .................................... 395.00
31711 Wabash F3 AB Diesel Freight Set ............. 595.00
31721 PRR GG-1 ‘Magestic’ Freight Set-Sealed . 695.00
31776 Lackawanna Thunderbird Set #2219w ...... 395.00
31777 GG-1 Madison Passenger Set #2124w ..... 450.00
38310 NYC F-3 ‘AA’ Freight Set #2185w.............. 399.95
38311 B&O RDC Budd 3-Car Set......................... 299.95
38324 New Haven F-3 Freight Set #2507w.......... 495.00
38342 Santa Fe Alco ‘AB’ Freight Set #1619w ..... 399.95
38349 C&O GP-7 Freight Set #12885-500 ........... 499.95
38354 U.P. Alco Passenger Set #1464w .............. 499.95
38358 Illinois Central F-3 ‘AB’ Freight Set #2239 . 499.95

TUBULAR TRACK R-T-R SETS
1790 Trains ‘N’ Truckin w/Kiddie City Car ........... 100.00
11770 Circus (Blue Loco)Steam Freight Set ........ 195.00
11743 C&O SD-24 Diesel Freight Set (sealed) .... 250.00
11810 Budweiser Diesel Freight Set .................... 195.00
11818 Chrysler Mopar Diesel Frt. Set .................. 175.00
11819 Georgia Power NW-2 Diesel Freight ......... 295.00
11935 Little League Baseball Set ......................... 195.00
11985 Quaker Oats 4-4-2 Steam Frt. Set ............. 249.95
31908 Reading Hobo (Theme) Steam Frt. Set ..... 295.00

LIONEL ORE CARS
6126 Canadian National or 6127 N.P.  ................. 25.00
17872 Anaconda .................................................... 25.00
17878 Magma w/Ore load ...................................... 30.00
17886 Cyprus  ........................................................ 30.00
19961 Inspiration Consolidation Copper Inc. .......... 30.00
52011 Tucson Cornelia & Gila Bend RR Co. .......... 35.00
52027 Pinto Valley Mine ......................................... 30.00
52177 Arizona Southern Railroad........................... 35.00
52279 Dragon & Northern....................................... 35.00
52358 Ajo & Southwestern Railroad ....................... 40.00
52359 L.O.T.S. 25th Anniversary ............................ 40.00
52386 Ray & Gila Bend .......................................... 35.00
52473 Mascot & Western Railroad ......................... 40.00
52579 TTOM Rosemont Copper Ore ..................... 40.00
52588 ASARCO Crupo Mexico .............................. 45.00
������ 8QLRQ�3DFL¿�F�Z�$PHULFDQ�)ODJ .................... 50.00
58583 Arizona & Eastern ........................................ 40.00

LIONEL ‘TMCC’ DIESELS
14532 /24510 Pennsylvania Sharknose ABA’s ..... 595.00
18226 General Electric Dash-9 ST ‘O’ size .......... 250.00
18235 BNSF Dash-9 Pair (4-motors).................... 595.00
18322 Lackawanna (Maroon Top) Trainmaster  ... 395.00
18340 Fairbanks Morse Scale Trainmaster Pair... 595.00
18343 Pennsylvania #2332 Black GG-1 ............... 495.00
18351 New York Central S-1 Electric.................... 395.00
18383 Great Northern EP-5 Electric PWC............ 295.00
18582 Seaboard NW-2 PWC (used) .................... 275.00
18858 Centennial GP20 w/11849 Reefer 4pk. ..... 275.00
24520 21/22 Alaska F-3 ABBA’s (Scale) ............... 995.00
24534 /38 Erie-Lackwanna F-3 ABBA’s (Scale) ... 895.00
24579 /83 New York Central E7 ABA’s ................. 895.00
28518 PWC Pennsylvania EP-5 ........................... 295.00
38150 Platium Ghost F3s w/3 Passenger Cars .... 695.00
52315 Pennsylvania FM (Scale) ........................... 300.00
������ 6RXWKHUQ�3DFL¿�F�)0��6FDOH� ...................... 300.00

LIONEL HEAVYWEIGHT CARS
15526 Santa Fe ‘The Chief’ 4-Car Set .................. 495.00
15576 C&O ‘George Washington’ 2pk. ................. 250.00
25503 Santa Fe 4-Car Set .................................... 450.00
������ 6RXWKHUQ�3DFL¿�F�'D\OLJKW��SN� ................... 249.95
25519 PRR ‘Liberty Limited’ 2pk. ......................... 225.00
39042 Norfolk & Western 4-Car Set ..................... 295.00
����������6RXWKHUQ�3DFL¿�F��SN��&RDFK��� ............. 299.95
1927252   Penn Central B60 Baggage Car #7551 .... 99.95
����������0LVVRXUL�3DFL¿�F�6XQVKLQH�6SO���SN��� .... 239.95
����������0LVVRXUL�3DFL¿�F�6XQVKLQH�6SO���SN��� .... 239.95
2127290   NYC 60’ Scale Baggage Car .................... 99.95

LIONEL PASSENGER CAR/SETS
9554 to 58,99 Chicago & Alton 6-Car Set ........... 295.00
9569 to 75,7208 PRR 15” Alum. 8-Cars ............. 695.00
9594 to 9598/7207 NYC 15” Alum. 6-Cars ......... 395.00
������ 6DQWD�)H�µ6XUÀ�LQHU¶���´�$OXP���SN� ............ 179.95
16000 Pennsylvania 11” Complete 9-Car Set ....... 295.00
16091 New York Central Baby Madison 4-Cars ... 159.95
18306 /10 Pennsylvania MU 4-Car Set ................ 395.00
18506 /12 Canadian National Budd 4-Car Set ..... 300.00
19019 S.P. Daylight Baggage Car..............SALE!!  50.00
19203 to 26 S.P. Daylight Madison 4-Car Set ...... 295.00
19061 Wabash Madison 4-Car Set ....................... 195.00
19074 Legends of Madison COMPLETE 10-cars 695.00
19096 Legends of Madison 2-Car Addons ........... 175.00
19100 to 06 Amtrak 15” Alum. 7-Car Set .............. 395.00
������ 6RXWKHUQ�3DFL¿�F�0DGLVRQ�%DJJDJH�............ 95.00
19139 to 44 N&W 15” Alum. Smooth 6/Cars ........ 395.00
19140 N&W 15” Alum. Combo (smooth) ................ 45.00
19141 N&W 15” Alum. Diner (smooth) ................... 55.00
19143 N&W 15” Alum. Coach (smooth).................. 65.00
19154 Atlantic Coast Lines 15”Alum. 4-Car Set ... 295.00
������ 6DQWD�)H�µ6XUÀ�LQHU¶���´�$OXP����&DU�6HW.... 295.00
19183 Great Northern 15” Full Vista 2pk. ............. 195.00
19194 Kansas City Southern 15” Alum. 4-Cars .... 395.00
25412 B&O 18” Aluminum 2-Car addons ............. 295.00
25450 /55/58 PRR Congressional 18” 7-Car Set.. 995.00
25760 PRR ‘Trailblazers’ 15’’ Alum. 2pk. Addons . 295.00
27912 Elizabeth #2445 Coach Car (Remake) ........ 59.95
29003 Pennsylvania Madison 4-Car Set .............. 225.00
29061 Pennsylvania Madison 4-Car Set .............. 225.00
29110 B&O 18” Aluminum 4-Car Set .................... 595.00
29191 /96/99 Milw. Hiawatha 18” Alum. 7-Cars .. 1495.00
35412 Lionel Lines Lenny Dean Madison Car ........ 75.00
38428 /35490/99 Alaska RDC Budd 3-Car Set..... 375.00
39154 PRR Congressional 15” Alum. 2-Cars ....... 195.00
1927360   Long Island 21” Coaches 4-Car Set ....... 649.95
2527720   Reading 15”Aluminum 4-Car Set ............ 869.95

LIONEL MOTORIZED UNITS
����� &DQDGLDQ�3DFL¿�F�6QRZ�3ORZ ....................... 95.00
8368 Alaska Vulcan Switcher ............................. 125.00
8379 Pennsylvania Fire Car ................................. 99.95
8578 New York Central Ballast Tamper ................ 89.95
11988 NYC Firecar w/Instruction Car -TMCC ...... 150.00
18400 Santa Fe Rotary Snow Plow ...................... 125.00
18406 Track Maintenance Car ............................... 59.95
������ &DQDGLDQ�3DFL¿�F�)LUH�&DU ............................ 95.00������ &DQDGLDQ�3DFL¿�F�)LUH�&DU ............................ 95.00������ &DQDGLDQ�3DFL¿�F�)LUH�&DU
18419 Lionelville Trolley ......................................... 89.95
18427 Pennsylvania Tie-Jector .............................. 49.95
18430 New York Central Crew Car ......................... 34.95
18447 PWC #68 Executive Inspection Car........... 109.95
18458 PWC #58 Rio Grande Snowplow............... 149.95
18464 #54 Ballast Tamper .................................... 125.00
������ 8QLRQ�3DFL¿�F�5RWDU\�6QRZ3ORZ ................ 159.95
18470 #52 Fire Car (red) ...................................... 125.00
18474 #41 US Army Transportation Unit .............. 164.95
18485 New York Central Gang Car ........................ 99.95
18487 PWC #56 M&StL Unit w/TMCC ................. 175.00
28413 Milwaukee Road SnowPlow ...................... 169.95
28414 #3360 Burro Crane ...................................... 99.95
28423 Bethlehem Steel Switcher.......................... 189.95
52107 On-Track Orange Pickup ............................. 45.00
52108 On-Track Blue Step Van .............................. 45.00
2135090   B.N. TMCC Ballast Tamper..................... 129.95
����������6RXWKHUQ�3DFL¿�F�70&&�%DOODVW�7DPSHU . 129.95����������6RXWKHUQ�3DFL¿�F�70&&�%DOODVW�7DPSHU . 129.95����������6RXWKHUQ�3DFL¿�F�70&&�%DOODVW�7DPSHU

LIONEL HALLOWEEN ITEMS
14072 Operating Haunted House Accessory........ 199.95
26747 Bats Aquarium Car....................................... 69.95
26858 Animated Mummy/Vampire Gondola ........... 69.95
29231 Animated Pumpkin Head Boxcar ................. 44.95
29619 Formaldehyde Tank Car .............................. 69.95
29882 Operating Witch Brew Car ......................... 149.95
30056 Halloween Fastrack Starter Set ................. 325.00
36548 Halloween Work Caboose w/Spiders .......... 89.95
36550 Halloween Transfer Caboose ...................... 69.95
2129230   Lighted Flagpole.............................SALE!!  19.95
2129330   Half-Covered Lighted Bridge..........SALE!!  49.95
2129280   Blinking Water Tower......................SALE!!  29.95
2129380   Lighted Elevated Tank....................SALE!!  39.95
2328370   Spooky Sounds Lighted Boxcar ............. 107.95
2430070   Glow-in-the Dark Water Tower .................. 42.95
2529100   Lighted Station Platform ........................... 44.95
2529250   Aminated Concession Stand .................. 126.95

FASTRACK SETS w/TRANSFORMER
30002 Neil Young ‘Greendale’ Set ........................ 495.00
������ 8QLRQ�3DFL¿�F�*3����0HUJHU�)UW��6HW ......... 349.95
30210 CP Rail Diesel Grain Train Set .................. 495.00
30116 Wild West Lone Ranger Steam Frt. Set ..... 399.95
30123 Boys Scout of American 100th Ann.  ......... 399.95
30142 The Texan Texas Special FT AB Frt. Set ... 695.00
������ &DQDGLDQ�3DFL¿�F�56���'LHVHO�)UHLJKW ....... 499.95
30154 BNSF GP-20 Diesel Freight Set ................ 399.95
30166 Coca-Cola Steam 4-4-0 Freight Set .......... 349.95
������ &DQDGLDQ�3DFL¿�F�)7�'LHVHO�3DVVHQJHU ..... 449.95������ &DQDGLDQ�3DFL¿�F�)7�'LHVHO�3DVVHQJHU ..... 449.95������ &DQDGLDQ�3DFL¿�F�)7�'LHVHO�3DVVHQJHU
30186 Kansas City Southern Belle Diesel Frt....... 424.95
30195 NYC Grand Central FT Diesel Passenger . 499.95
������ $PWUDN�++3���$PÀ�HHW�3DVVHQJHU�6HW ...... 595.00
31791 NYC Legacy Lionmaster SD-80 Frt. Set .... 795.00
31953 Riding the Rails Erie Steam Frt Hobo Set . 349.95
31960 Polar Express Set (2004-08 versions) ....... 399.95
7-11004 NASCAR Diesel Freight Set ...................... 225.00
7-11005 Dale Earnhardt Jr. Diesel Freight Set ........ 249.95
7-11020 Harry Potter (Conventional) Set................. 395.00
7-12000 NY Yankees Baseball Steam Passenger ... 399.95

LIONEL BOX SETS (NO T&T)
1070 Chessie ‘Royal Ltd’ Diesel Freight ............. 295.00
1071 Seaboard ‘Mid Atlantic’ GP-9 Frt. Set ........ 245.00
1160 Burlington ‘Great Lakes’ Diesel Freight ..... 275.00
1260 N&W ‘Continental’ SD-24 Frt. Set .............. 275.00
1450 Rio Grande F-3 Service Station (sealed) ... 395.00
1451 Erie-Lackawanna SD40 Frt. (sealed)......... 395.00
1552 B.N. SD-40 St ‘O’ Boxcar Set (sealed) ...... 395.00
1579 Milwaukee Road F-3 Freight SSS ............. 325.00
1585 Lionel 75th Anniversary Set ....................... 195.00
����� 1RUWKHUQ�3DFL¿�F�'LHVHO�)UHLJKW�6HW............ 225.00
1867 Milwaukee Road SD-18 Frt. (used) ........... 235.00
1971 Reading ‘Quaker City’ U36B Freight Set ... 295.00
11700 Conrail SD-40 Frt. Set  .............................. 345.00
11704 Southern GP-9 Freight Set ........................ 225.00
11713 Santa Fe Dash 8-40B Freight Set (sealed) 395.00
11715 Lionel 90th Anniversary Set ....................... 225.00
11733 W.P. ‘Feather River’ Freight Set ................. 295.00
11738 Soo Line GP-38 Diesel Freight Set............ 295.00
11744 NYC RS-3 Diesel Frt/Pass. Set ................. 285.00
11749 Western Maryland Diesel Hopper Set ....... 250.00
11918 Conrail GP-20 Merger Frt. Set ................... 250.00
21753 Fire/Rescue Service Station Set ................ 325.00
21758 Bethlehem Steel NW-2/Frt. SSS ................ 395.00
21952 Service Station 2000 C-420 Diesel Frt ...... 295.00
29122 Erie-Lacka Phobe Snow Pass Set-sealed . 995.00
31799 Great Northern Steam Freight set ............. 395.00
51000 Milwaukee Hiawatha Tinplate O Set .......... 695.00
51004 Blue Comet Tinplate Passenger O Gauge 1295.00

LIONEL POSTWAR CELEBRATION
19450 Barrel Ramp Car  ......................................... 30.00
19451 Wheel Car #6262 ......................................... 30.00
19487 Airplane Flatcar (Yellow over Black) ............ 54.95
19490 Libby’s Vat Car ............................................. 30.00
19554 Lionel Lines Oper. Milk Car w/Stand............ 99.95
19557 Circus Stock Car .......................................... 30.00
19688 Fort Knox Mint Car....................................... 54.95
19867 Poultry Dispatch Car .................................... 39.95
19877 ATSF Operating Barrel Car-Grey ................. 49.95
19895 Santa Fe Operating Horse Car & Coral ..... 125.00
27776 PRR & Central of Georgia Boxcar 2pk. ....... 74.95
36702 Bosco Operating Milk Car w/Stand ............ 125.00
36731 Motorized Aquarium Car #3435 ................... 79.95

LIONEL AMERICAN FLYER S-GAUGE
8251 /52 Erie PA Alco ABA’s ............................... 350.00
8458 Southern GP-7 w/6 Southern Frt. Cars...... 250.00
42599 Youngstown Steel Baldwin Switcher .......... 195.00
47900 /03/09 D&H SL Passenger 6-Car Set ........ 395.00
������ 0LVVRXUL�3DFL¿�F��/HJDF\��3D�$OFR�µ$$¶....... 650.00
48008 New Haven EP-5 Electric .......................... 195.00
48013 Conrail GP-7 Diesel ................................... 150.00
48017 Nickel Plate Road GP-7 Power/Dummy .... 245.00
������ 6RXWKHUQ�3DFL¿�F�*3����'LHVHO .................. 150.00
48039 B&O Dockside Switcher............................... 99.95
48042 Southern Light Mikado Loco w/TMCC ....... 450.00
������ 1RUWKHUQ�3DFL¿�F�$OFR�3%���'XPP\ ............. 75.00
������ 0LVVRXUL�3DFL¿�F�$OFR�3%���Z�56 ............... 145.00
������ 8QLRQ�3DFL¿�F�$OFR�3%���Z�5DLOVRXQGV....... 145.00
������ :HVWHUQ�3DFL¿�F�$OFR�3%���Z�5DLOVRXQGV ... 125.00
48128 Silver Flash Alco PB-1 Dummy .................... 95.00
48129 Silver Flash Alco PA-1 Dummy .................. 145.0048129 Silver Flash Alco PA-1 Dummy .................. 145.0048129 Silver Flash Alco PA-1 Dummy
48144 Pennsylvania Baldwin Switcher ................. 195.00
48155 Rio Grande PA Alco ‘AA’ ............................ 395.00
48942 Silver Flash Vista Dome Car ........................ 49.95
48978 /83 U.P. Heavyweight Pass. 6-Car Set ...... 495.00
49600 U.P. Pony Express Passenger Set  ........... 395.00
������ 0LVVRXUL�3DFL¿�F�3DVVHQJHU�6HW ................. 395.00
49605 New Haven Passenger 3-Car Set.............. 175.00
49606 Silver Flash Passenger Set ....................... 450.00
49615 Chessie SD-9 Diesel Frt. Boxed Set.......... 495.00
49624 Defender 1959 (Remake) Set #20525 ....... 450.00
49626 Ringling Brothers Circus Set...................... 495.00
921042 Delaware & Hudson (Legacy) U36C Diesel .. 549.95
����������&OLQFK¿�HOG��/HJDF\��8��&�'LHVHO������ 499.95
����������&OLQFK¿�HOG��/HJDF\��8��&�'LHVHO������ 499.95
2019010   BAR FreightSounds Boxcar ...................... 69.95
2019020   TP&W FreightSounds Boxcar ................... 69.95
2019040   Frisco FreightSounds Boxcar ................... 69.95
2119120    Senate Beer Reefer Car ........................... 44.95
2321 Operating Sawmill...................................... 125.00
49086 Telephone Poles 6-pack .............................. 29.95

AMERICAN FLYER ‘S’ ACCESSORIES
49806 Operating Sawmill...................................... 125.00
49807 #752 Seaboard Coaling Tower .................. 145.00
49810 Log Loader ................................................ 159.95
49812 #755 Talking Station .................................... 79.95
49813 #789 Baggage Smasher .............................. 59.95
49814 #774 Floodlight Tower.................................. 59.95
49838 #792 Railroad Terminal Building .................. 99.95
49839 Union Station  .............................................. 85.00

State Rt 502 & Glenmaura National Blvd.
Take Rt. 11 South to Rt. 502 • 3 minutes off I-81 – Exit 180

We accept MasterCard, Visa, & Discover • Shipping Charges are actual cost
charged by the shipping carriers (UPS or USPS). Charge is based on order total,

weight, destination, and multiple box shipment (if required). Call for cost.
Minimum order $40 • PA Residents add 6% Sales Tax including freight charge

Shipping Charges are Non-Refundable • 10-Day Return Policy-Exchange Only -
-No Refunds • 15% Restocking Fee Applies - Items are new unless noted
• Not Responsible for typographical errors • Store Hours : check website

INFO / ORDERS : (570) 451-1700 or 451-1726
MAIL / SHIP TO: 200 Glenmaura National Blvd. • Moosic, PA 18507
FOR PLACING ORDERS CALL 1-800-8LIONEL
Website: www.grzyboskitrains.com
Prices Subject to Change & Valid for Mail Order only
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•• YOUR PHOTOS

Send your very best pictures of toy train subjects to 

CTT Photo Album, 18650 W Corporate Dr., Ste. 103, Brookfield, WI 

53045. Be sure to include your name, address, and daytime tele-

phone number; a description of each image, including the gauge 

and make of the train; and the name of the photographer or layout 

owner if he or she is someone other than you. Oh yes, always put a 

train in your photo!

Digital photographs must be taken with a camera that has been 

set at the largest-possible file size. Digital photos can be submitted 

on a disk or CD or uploaded to submissions.firecrown.com. If you 

send us a photo and it is published, we will pay you $50 as long as 

we have not previously bought it.

For guidance on taking photographs we can publish, please go to 

www.trains.com/ctt/magazine/contributor-guidelines. Doing so will 

lead you to a number of thoughtful tips and suggestions for improv-

ing your photographic skills as well as help with essentials, such as 

depth-of-field, lighting, and composition.

  

The gloriously decorated O gauge trains from the pre-World War II period of production 

have become the focus on Paul Cutrupi’s 10 x 10-foot home layout. You never know which 

original and reproduction models he’ll be operating amid the vintage accessories and 

structures on his display. A favorite of this resident of Bordentown, N.J., is the Williams re-

make of the Ives No. 1694 locomotive, shown pulling matching passenger cars. The Lionel 

Nos. 300 Hell Gate Bridge and 442 Diner are about 90 years old.

 

Only on a toy train layout can fans of the modern Norfolk 

Southern and its notable predecessors, especially the Norfolk 

& Western Ry., watch some of their greatest locomotives in 

action together. Dale Long appreciates the opportunities open 

to him as an O gauge operator, which is the reason he routinely 

runs the fantastic Lionel No. 82342 N&W Legacy 2-8-8-2 steam 

locomotive on the main level of his layout in Rossville, Ind., with 

the powerful MTH No. 20-22083-1 NS GP35 road diesel on the 

upper line. Dale, who launched work on this realistic three-rail 

display, credits his wife, Lois, and family members Jesse and 

Suzanne Longenecker for their support; he’s grateful that his 

granddaughter Autumn Kuns snapped this photo highlighting 

the excellent rockwork on the layout.

CTT-F0926.indd   8 ��������������ɐ30
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Marx enthusiast Chuck Countryman 

has built his 3 x 8-foot three-rail 

display in an updated part of a farm-

house built more than a century ago 

in Clinton, Wis. He cherishes the No. 

666 locomotive and tender braking 

to a halt by the Marx Girard station 

in the town of Countryville. Why 

is this postwar 2-4-2 steamer so 

important to Chuck? Because it was 

a gift from his beloved grandfather 

more than 50 years ago, and the 666 

has inspired him to acquire more 

of the colorful accessories by Louis 

Marx & Co.

CTT-F0926.indd   9 ��������������ɐ30
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•• YOUR PHOTOS

 

This seems to be the issue of Classic This seems to be the issue of Classic This seems to be the issue of

Toy Trains with O gauge layouts 

constructed in rural structures. 

Besides Chuck Countryman’s Marx 

display in a farmhouse, we have 

Donnie Belles’ terrific 150-square-

foot display on the second floor of 

a barn originally erected by Amish 

farmers in Shickshinny, Pa. Reflect-

ing Donnie’s lifelong passion for 

Lionel trains, the layout features 

many postwar and modern locomo-

tives and accessories. Eli Scott 

photographed a classic No. 2056 

4-6-4 small Hudson steamer and 

tender delivering automobiles to a 

local dealer in the fictitious village of 

Little Shickshinny that’s filled with 

Plasticville structures.

 

When you think of Las Vegas, Nev., where O gauge modeler Lew Strauss makes his home, you tend to conjure up 

blazing temperatures with thermometers hitting triple digits. Maybe the wish to cool off explains why Lew photo-

graphed on his home layout a Lionel No. 38428 Budd Rail Diesel Car that’s lettered for the Alaska RR! He caught the 

handsome model most recently cataloged in 2011 as it picked up passengers milling around a quiet station. We plan 

to present more of Lew’s 12 x 21-foot layout in a future issue of Classic Toy Trains.
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Skilled model railroaders typically follow the path taken by James Johnson when planning and constructing his O gauge layout. Meaning, they move at a 

slow yet steady pace, striving to enjoy every phase of work. Jim, who resides in Columbus, Ohio, reports that making scenery and adding structures are 

among his favorite stages of construction, and the superb results on his 8 x 12-foot three-rail display attest to the wisdom of his approach. Moving across a 

grade crossing on this day in September is a Lionel No. 84251 LionChief Plus 2-8-4 Berkshire steamer lettered for the Santa Fe.

 

There might not have been a lot of square footage available 

to dedicated modeler Paul Bell for a layout at his home in 

Tarzana, Calif., but that certainly didn’t limit his imagination. 

He reported that the 8½ x 8½-foot display boasts a whopping 

15 independent loops of track over which 12 trains can run 

simultaneously. They range from N scale all the way up to O 

gauge. Near to Paul’s heart are the American Flyer S gauge 

trains dominating one of the elevated lines. Commanding at-

tention in the picture he took is a No. 405 Silver Streak Alco PA 

diesel unit. “I’ve been enjoying model trains my entire life,” Paul 

writes, “and have bounced from scale to scale, but I always 

kept everything. I now realize that all of them are fun.”
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•• NEWS & PRODUCTS

• New Atlas O catalog
Atlas O released a Spring 2026 catalog on its 

website. The 68-page catalog features new 

paint schemes for several locomotives and 

rolling stock and one new three-rail model.

A ES44 diesel in the Premier line will 

be available in BNSF (25th anniversary,) 

Canadian National (ex Citi Rail, United States 

semiquincentennial), CSX (Louisville & Nash-

ville heritage, NC&StL heritage, Seaboard 

System heritage), and Norfolk Southern (No. 

30138911 shown above). Expected delivery: 

First quarter of 2027. Price: $699.95

A P42 diesel in the Premier line will 

come in Amtrak (Phases II and IV), Salute 

to Veterans, Metro North (MTA Central, 

Standard, Penn Central, and New Haven). 

Expected delivery: First quarter of 2027. 

Price: $649.95/$709.95, depending on model.

A 44-tonner locomotive will be available 

in Arcade & Attica, Black River & Western, 

Detroit Edison, Lehigh Valley, Pullman 

Standard, Southern Pacific (Halloween), and 

Pacific Fruit Express. Expected delivery: First 

quarter of 2027. Price: $499.95

A Trinity 64-foot refrigerator car was 

announced as part of the Master line. It will 

be available in BNSF, CIT Group, TILX, Tropi-

cana, and Union Pacific. Expected delivery: 

First quarter of 2027. Price: $119.95. 

To view the catalog, visit shop.atlasrr.com

• Trainz acquires DHS Diecast
Trainz.com has purchased DHS Diecast. 

Trainz announced the acquisition on April 

10 in an email to Classic Toy Trains. The 

acquisition includes DHS’s inventory and 

website. DHS Diecast products include 

construction, military, and truck models in 

1:48, 1:64, and other scales. Visit trainz.com to 

learn more.

• In memoriam: Walter W. “Bud” 
Reece Sr.
Bachmann Trains announced the passing of 

Walter W. “Bud” Reece Sr. on June 24, 2026. Bud 

joined Bachmann in 1993, 

according to a Facebook 

post from Bachmann. He 

eventually became Senior 

Vice President of Sales & 

Marketing, a position he 

held until his retirement 

in 2015.

Bud was inducted to 

the Hobby Manufactur-

ers Association (HMA) 

Hall of Fame in 2008, The 

HMA also awarded Bud a 

Bobbye Hall Distinguished 

Service Award in 2012, 

recognizing his dedication 

and service to the hobby.

We at CTT offer the Reece family our deep-

est condolences.

• In memoriam: Richard “Dick” 
Maddox
Richard “Dick” Maddox, who spent much of 

his life in the model train industry, died on July 

9, 2026. He began his long career with E&H 

Hobbies in Philadelphia and joined Bachmann 

Trains in 1987 as Senior Vice President of Sales & 

Marketing and held that position until 1999, ac-

cording to a Facebook post from Bachmann. 

Dick worked at Lionel LLC as Chief Operating 

Officer from 2000 until 2001, when he announced 

his retirement. Then in July 2003, according to a 

news story in the October 2003 issue of Classic 

Toy Trains, he joined Atlas as Chief Executive 

Officer, a title he held until 2005.

In recognition of his many contributions to 

the hobby, Dick was inducted into the Model 

Railroad Industry Hall of Fame in 2008.

The editorial staff at Classic Toy Trains

remembers Dick fondly and appreciates 

the assistance he provided us with news 

releases and other information during his 

career at Bachmann, Lionel, and Atlas. We 

extend our condolences to Dick's family.

• Chicagoland Lionel Railroad 
Club featured on WGN-TV
The Chicagoland Lionel Railroad Club was 

recently featured on WGN-TV’s Morning 

Show. In an email to Classic Toy Trains, 

President Herbert W. Koch shared the 

story and photos of the live June 25 televi-

sion event.

“This exciting opportunity began when 

member Terry Nolin contacted WGN-TV and 

invited them to our club. Producer Natalie 

Skryd accepted the invitation. During the 

weeks leading up to the visit, I met with 

members to discuss ways the club might 

be featured best during the broadcast,” said 

Koch.

The Morning Show, Koch noted, “opened 

from the mezzanine level, overlooking the 

layout. Viewers were treated to the beauti-

ful scenery, impressive backdrops, trains in 

operation, and most importantly, the enthu-

siasm and support of our members. It was a 

wonderful way to introduce the club.”

Classic Toy Trains showcased the club’s  

layout in its special-interest publication, Great 

Toy Train Layouts You Can Visit, in 2025.Toy Train Layouts You Can Visit, in 2025.Toy Train Layouts You Can Visit

To learn more about the club and watch 

a video about the event, visit its website at 

clrctrains.com
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Make a (track) plan: RailModeller Pro has announced 

version 6.7 of its track-planning software. The new version includes 

a custom print area. Libraries for most model-railroading scales are 

included. The software requires Apple iOS to operate and is avail-

able for purchase in the Apple App Store. Price: $44.99. Website: 

railmodeller.com

Map it out: Patrick’s Trains, 142 29th St., Wheeling, WV, 26003, 

is selling a custom run MTH 4-Bay Cylindrical Hopper as part of the 

RailKing line. The hopper features Union Pacific map graphics and 

requires O-31 curves for operation (No. 30-75803). Expected delivery in 

October 2026. Price: $89.99. Website: patstrains.com

Map it out: Loud and proud: Lionel Trains, 6301 Performance Dr., 

Concord, NC 28027, is selling a Screaming Eagle Sound Boxcar (No. 

2628490). The operating boxcar features patriotic graphics, sound, 

and music, and it requires O-27 curves for operation. Price: $129.99. 

Website: lionel.com

Heavy hauler: MTH Electric Trains, 7393 Washington Blvd. Ste. 

101, Elkridge, MD 21075, has an ES44AC Diesel Locomotive as part of the 

Premier line. The O gauge locomotive features Proto-Sound 3.0, onboard 

DCC/DCS decoder, detachable snowplow, O-42 operation, and much 

more (No. 20-22189 shown). Expected delivery in December 2026. Price: 

$699.95. Website: mthtrains.com

Lady Liberty: Lionel Trains, 6301 Performance Dr., Concord, NC 

28027, has added to its cataloged line a Statue of Liberty Illuminated 

Boxcar (No. 2628500). The O gauge model features patriotic graphics 

and LED lighting on both boxcar sides, and it requires O-27 curves for 

operation. Price: $159.99. Website: lionel.com

Queen of steam: 3rd Rail Division of Sunset Models, 16 Beta 

Court, San Ramon, CA 94583, has introduced an O scale Norfolk & 

Western J class steam locomotive. The brass hybrid model is avail-

able with either Soundtraxx Blunami or Electric Railroad (ERR) Cruise 

Commander. ERR Cruise is compatible with conventional, MTH DCS, and 

Lionel Legacy/TMCC systems. Blunami is operated using a smartphone 

app only. Price: $1,999.99. Website: thirdandtownsendmodels.com
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PLANNING GUIDE: In Track Planning 

Made Easy, author David Popp teaches Made Easy, author David Popp teaches Made Easy

you how to design your own layout from 

the ground up. Topics include identifying 

a usable space in your home, choosing a 

theme, calculating grades, and working 

around obstacles like doors and win-

dows. David’s techniques are applicable 

to model railroads of any scale. Price: 

$27.99

HANDY SANDER:

Excel Blades’ Sanding 

Stick and Belt is sure 

to become one of your 

new favorite tools. The 

sanding stick features 

a spring-tensioned 

mechanism that keeps 

the belt in place. The 

aluminum oxide sanding 

belts provide durability 

and consistent sanding 

performance. The belts 

are available in a variety 

of grits. Price: $12.50 

for one stick and two 

belts.

SHOP TALK: Jeff Wilson’s latest book, 

Roundhouses, Turntables, and Shops, 

gives you a guided tour through the 

steam-era locomotive terminal: the 

roundhouse, turntable, coaling tower, 

water station, and shop. This 208-page 

softcover book includes period photo-

graphs and detailed text, showing how 

the workers at these facilities kept the 

locomotives rolling. Price: $29.99.

Gritty details: Brennan’s Model 

Railroading is selling a variety of scenery 

products. Rock Creek Sand is a fine-

textured, medium-colored sand meant for 

scenery or ground cover. Kaw Valley Sand 

is a fine-grain sand meant to replicate 

sand used in engines or in yards/near 

sand houses. Superior Sand is available in 

three textures (Fine, Coarse, Pebbles) and 

is useful near factories, warehouses, and 

streets. Each 24-ounce bag costs $9.95. 

Website: brennansmodelrr.com

Fix ‘em up: Millhouse River Studio, 2541 

River Rd., Niagara Falls, NY 14304-3739, has 

an O scale Engine Service Building kit. The 

laser-cut wood kits include details and a base, 

and are available in 3-, 5-, and 7-stall versions. 

Optional LED lighting kits are sold separately. 

Price: 3-stall, $650; 5-stall, $900; 7-stall, 

$1,200. To order, call 716-830-5267. Website: 

millhouseriverstudio.com

Big & beautiful: Lionel has 

announced a VisionLine Big Boy No. 4014 in

several patriotic paint schemes (No. 2731090 shown). 

The engine features a depleting coal load, whistle steam, O-72 operation, The engine features a depleting coal load, whistle steam, O-72 operation, 

and much more. Price: $2,899.99 for model shown; price varies based on model. Price: $2,899.99 for model shown; price varies based on model. 

Website: lionel.com

•• NEWS & PRODUCTS
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uring the past 25 years, when I've 
been writing Collectible Classics, I 
have tried not to follow one type 

of model with the same kind, even if their 
manufacturers or periods of production 
differed. But here I’ll be breaking this 
informal rule, and I hope you won’t mind. 

WHO WAS FIRST?
In the Summer 2026 issue, I focused on 
the Marx No. 1950 GAEX boxcar. That O 
gauge model shed light on the direction 
Louis Marx & Co. wanted to take its train 
line a few years into the postwar era. 

The GAEX car was a forerunner of the 
No. 6464 near-scale boxcars introduced by 
Lionel in 1953, models known to every 
collector. Were there other predecessors? 
Had other toy train manufacturers some-
how beaten Lionel to the punch?

Truth be told, an upstart competitor 
had crossed the finish line ahead of Lionel. 
I’m referring to American Model Toys, the 
Indiana firm that had released a group of 
near-scale O gauge boxcars with realistic 
decoration just one year earlier in 1952.

But further research suggested that 
Marx had hit the jackpot first with its 
GAEX boxcar, at least in terms of reflect-
ing the latest developments on North 
American railroads in the years after 
World War II. Was the question of who 
had won the boxcar sweepstakes 

BY ROGER CARP

e e o. 63 o

OVERLOOKED S GAUGE PIONEER

•• COLLECTIBLE CLASSICS

link couplers, looked more like toys than 
scale models, especially at a time when 
some full-size railroads were painting box-
cars in bright colors and plastering slogans 
and emblems across the long wide sides of 
their boxcars. Gilbert seemed lost.  

BRILLIANT IN YELLOW
Then came the revelation — the release in 
1949 of a new boxcar in bold yellow with 
unique graphics. The 637 featured the 
markings of the Missouri-Kansas-Texas, a 
railroad associated with the middle por-
tion of the U.S. rather than the eastern 
region toy train manufacturers typically 
showcased. Besides the large “M K T” let-
tering on the left side, it announced on the 
right, “The Katy serves the Southwest.”

The 637, known with an unpainted yel-
low plastic shell or a painted one, captured 
the look of an exciting and attractive piece 
of rolling stock from the postwar era. 
However, the Gilbert Co. offered the MKT 
boxcar only as a separate-sale item in 1949 
(priced at $3 east of Denver and $3.15 far-
ther west).

Not one American Flyer set included a 
637 in 1949, even though the S gauge car 
was breaking barriers for toy trains and 
possibly inspiring designers and sales 
executives at other firms. Only now can 
we recognize the brilliant yellow MKT 
boxcar as the classic it really was. 

answered? Could I move forward to a very 
different model for Collectible Classics?

Not exactly. Experience has taught me 
never to ignore the American Flyer line of 
S gauge trains and accessories put out by 
the A.C. Gilbert Co. This is why the No. 
637 Missouri-Kansas-Texas boxcar intro-
duced in 1949 is in the spotlight now. 

SLOW START
The Gilbert Co. had modified its train line 
for 1946 by abandoning three-rail O gauge 
in favor of two-rail S gauge. Now it would 
be able to challenge Lionel with truly scale 
locomotives and rolling stock that were 
smaller and yet more realistic.

The new American Flyer roster had to 
include a model of the ubiquitous boxcar. 
The No. 633 model served that purpose. 
Between 1946 and ’48, Gilbert made an 
array of versions, some with unpainted red 
plastic body shells and others with entirely 
or partially painted shells (red, Tuscan 
Red, and white). All 14 variations listed in 
the first volume of Greenberg’s Guide to 
American Flyer S Gauge (published in 
1997) came lettered for the Baltimore & 
Ohio RR.

And that decoration was about as plain 
and uninteresting as possible! Nothing but 
the name of the railroad at the top of the 
right side of the boxcar and a tiny B&O 
herald on the left. The cars, equipped with 
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TELL A STORY
CHRIS MONTAGNA SHARES HIS LAYOUT AND 30 GREAT SCENERY TIPS

STORY BY CHRIS MONTAGNA // PHOTOS BY CALEB EASTER

1

6
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create my own world as a 
model railroader. Building 
an O gauge layout (the 
third of my life and the 

second as an adult), which 
entails everything from moun-
tains to structures, is where I 
find moments of Zen.

My track plan wasn’t mod-
eled after anything prototypi-
cal; the focus was to maximize 
long runs and viewing/filming 
areas. The design consists of a 
double main line as a folded 
dog-bone, with an incline to an 
upper-level loop and a grade to 

a lower-level reversing loop 
and storage yard. The 26 x 
36-foot layout follows two 
walls in my basement and has 
a maximum width of 11 feet. 

TOURING THE LAYOUT
My home layout begins at the 
five-stall roundhouse from 
Altoona Model Works with a 
28-inch turntable from Mill-
house River Studio (see p. 21). 
This area has concrete plat-
forms, black ballast, and refuse 
tossed near the buildings.

Moving from south to 

north, beyond the yard limits, 
an out-of-its-heyday town 
emerges. There’s a rundown 
bar and one-pump gas station. 
Continuing down Main Street 
you see another tavern not far 
from an abandoned building 
that suffered a fire. A single 
traffic intersection leads to old 
company homes and an over-
grown playground. 

Out of town, the elevation 
drops down a slope to an aban-
doned car, old factory siding, 
and hobo camp along a lake. 
The lake sits at the base of a 

An upper-level loop on 

Chris Montagna’s O gauge 

layout allows trains to 

travel around a farm and 

small industry siding. 

1. Mountain made from 

Sculptamold covered with 

acrylic paint and ground 

cover

2. Variety of tree types to 

avoid repetition 

3. Vary colors of green 

ground cover

4. Vary dirt/gravel/ground 

color for more interest

5. Blend scenery into the 

backdrop

6. Broken sight lines make 

layout appear larger

mountain characterized by 
exposed rock, ground cover, 
and trees. Continuing around 
the fold in the dog-bone you 
reach a newer downtown. 
Paved streets, traffic lights, and 
a row of Woodland Scenics 
buildings and vehicles reflect a 
thriving community. Open 
businesses, newsstands, and 
people on the sidewalks con-
trast with the dilapidation 
across the lake. 

A track passes behind the 
Main Street buildings and 
leads into a tunnel portal. This 

3

4

2

6

5
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DETAILS MAKE THE 

DIFFERENCE

As a modeler who also shares 

video, I aim to provide enough details 

so the scene seemed real. To do so, I 

need each scene to tell a story. 

For example, my rundown town 

has a handful of businesses doing 

their best to stay open as residents 

up the hill struggle to maintain 

their properties. Overgrowth at the 

playground forces kids to seek joy 

outside of town at the lake, where 

a fish and wildlife officer ques-

tions their fishing permits. A family 

homestead begins to sell off land for 

trailers due to slowing crop sales and 

a failed machine shop business. An 

abandoned siding with a rusted-out 

boxcar (a Lionel HoboSounds model) 

offers shelter for a group of vaga-

bonds.

Breaking up sight lines creates 

the illusion that trains are longer than 

they are and travel farther. Buildings 

and details in the foreground provide 

broken views as trains pass by, mir-

roring the world around us. 
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Looking south on the 

layout reveals a station 

siding with Atlas Hi-Cube 

boxcars, a double mainline, 

and a Lionel Pennsylvania 

RR 4-8-2 Mountain steam 

locomotive resting on the 

yard lead. 

1. Building foundations 

have been made from 

⅛-inch hardboard spray-

painted with camouflage 

khaki.

2. Sidewalks cut from 

hardboard or Masonite and 

scored with a hobby knife 

before being spray-painted 

with camouflage khaki

3. Woodland Scenics 

Just Plug lighting system 

throughout city scenes

4. Figures suggest activity. 

Groups of odd numbers 

work best.

2

2

1

3

4
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line enters the mountain and 
descends below the table to a 
reversing loop and two storage 
tracks. The town continues in 
the background as an inclined 
street crosses the upper-level 
line to another road bordered 
by large building flats. 

The double main line enters 
two tunnel portals. The inner 
line begins its journey through 
a long tunnel and back toward 
the engine facility. The outer 
loop splits in front of the town 
and crosses a 48-inch-long 
bridge before ascending and 
entering its own single portal 
into the mountainside.

Trains continue through the 
impressive mountain under the 
upper-level loop on 40 feet of 

Lionel Union Pacific 

Heritage Fleet E9s (custom 

run from Mr. Muffin’s 

Trains) sit on a yard siding. 

A weathered PRR E6 4-4-0 

Atlantic is dwarfed by the 

Golden Gate Depot coaling 

tower. 

1. Weathered structures 

show age and heavy use

2. Building flats suggest 

depth while conserving 

space

3. Dark ground cover sug-

gests dirt or heavy use

Spring is definitely in the air as patrons visit their 

favorite stores and restaurants. A coal train ap-

pears out of the mountain behind Main Street.

1. Eye-catching details, such as signs, picnic 

tables, and a newspaper vending box, tell the 

story of an active business.

2. Woodland Scenics traffic lights add life and 

illumination.

track before exiting behind the 
hobo camp and continuing 
behind the defunct town scene. 

The upper-level loop 
ascends along the back walls 
and travels in front of the 
upper spine Main Street with 
building flats. Then it goes 
through two switches, one 
beginning a reversing loop and 
the second completing a small 
loop for a train to navigate 
around a farm scene at the 
base of a mountain adjacent to 
a failed machining business. 

At the center of the loop 
along a dirt road is a cabinet 
factory with siding, and a 
trailer park. Up the mountain-
side is a pathway to a campsite. 

1

1

2

3
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Scenery should have a level 

of continuity. Are you modeling 

Appalachia, the Great Plains, or 

the Southwest? Is this an urban, 

suburban, or rural area? You 

aren’t restricted to one type of 

scenery on a model railroad, 

though. Depending on your 

layout’s size and theme, you can 

blend elements from a suburban 

area to lead to a rural scene. 

I’ve weathered the buildings, 

houses, and automobiles on 

my layout to highlight their age 

and provide variation. A mix of 

Scenic Express SuperTrees and 

other commercially made trees 

provides a realistic look.

I built streets and sidewalks 

using ⅛-inch-thick Masonite, 

cutting expansion joints with a 

hobby knife,and spraying it with 

several coats of camouflage 

khaki paint.

Ground foam on plywood 

can create a landscape of flat 

terrain, but it’s not realistic. My 

table is plywood with Homasote. 

To change the elevation by 

½ inch, I placed Homasote in 

strategic areas under the track. 

I blended the Homasote with 

Sculptamold and a coating of 

brown latex paint that suggests 

dirt, over which I can sprinkle 

ground cover.

In my past-its-prime town 

(see photo below), I used plenty 

of earth tones, blending the 

ground with the buildings to 

suggest that the various struc-

tures are being overtaken by na-

ture. Patches of long static grass 

in particular show unkempt and 

overgrown areas in the area.

The town sits on a section 

of 2-inch-thick pink foam board 

to serve as another method 

of changing elevation. The 

elevation provides variety for the 

viewer while hiding trains that 

are traveling west. 
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MORE FROM  

CHRIS MONTAGNA

A change of scene, Sept./Oct. 2022

Building a farmhouse scene, July/August 2023

Build a diorama, Sept/Oct. 2024

Add a boxcar scene, June/July 2024

Add a temporary holiday layout, Summer 2025

A struggling town seems frozen 

in time as a Pennsylvania RR 

freight train descends the 

mountain in the background. A 

Lionel Pennsy 4-8-2 Mountain 

steamer sits in the foreground.

1. Long static grass suggests 

unkempt look

2. Fewer figures reflects less 

local activity

3. Add weeds or overgrowth

4. Weather buildings to suggest 

age or neglect

ADDING SCENERY AND ELEVATION

1

2

3

4
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AT A GLANCE

Name: Pennsylvania & Pacific RR

Gauge: O

Dimensions: 26 feet x 36 feet

Track and switches: GarGraves, Ross 

Custom Switches

Motive power: Atlas O, Lionel, MTH

Rolling stock: Atlas O, K-Line, Lionel, MTH

Controls: Lionel Legacy and MTH Digital 

Command System

Structures: Altoona Model Works, Down-

town Deco, Golden Gate Depot, Menards, 

Plasticville U.S.A., Todd Architectural 

Models, TW TrainWorx, Woodland Scenics

Figures: Arttista, Woodland Scenics

Locomotives rest at the roundhouse facility (Altoona Model Works) on the 

south end of the layout. The turntable is from Millhouse River Studio. 

1. Black ballast suggests dirt, oil, and grime from engine use

2. Paint and weather track

3. Weather locomotives to show wear and tear

4. Industrial details add interest 

5. Add depth to the scene with building flats

6. Note debris and refuse tossed around structures

7. Gray, dark tones, and weathering suggest an industrial area

The upper-level loop features O-72 

curves and highlights a family farm 

being slowly developed into industry 

and housing. 

1. Vary colors of ground cover (light 

brown belongs to the family farm; dark 

brown to the industry)

2. Add static grass and ground cover 

close to the structure to suggest ne-

glect/lack of use 

3. Glue ground cover up the structure’s 

side to suggest climbing vines

4. Simple dirt road with grass suggests 

rural atmosphere

5. Overall use of earth tones sets the 

mood

1

1

2

2

3

3

4

4

5

5

6

7
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he Lionel No. 2133 Illuminated 
Freight Station, despite being a 
common sight on O gauge lay-
outs, has a bit of mystery sur-

rounding it. Stated more emphatically, I 
contend that this basic accessory is one of 
the most misidentified items in the long 
history of Lionel.

The 2133 was cataloged by Model 
Products Corp. and Fundimensions (the 
divisions of General Mills handling pro-
duction and marketing of Lionel trains) 

e t g e ’   
o. 133 te  

g t t o
CONFUSION SURROUNDS THIS MODERN-ERA ACCESSORY

STORY BY MARK SUEK // PHOTOS BY CODY GRIVNO AND MARK SUEK

every year from 1972 through 1984, except 
1979. During that span, the accessory was 
described as an illuminated station, a com-
bination station, a passenger station, a 
suburban station, a freight station, or any 
combination thereof.

Many similar train stations introduced 
over the past five decades share the same 
structure as the 2133. The latter can, in 
turn, be viewed as following the design of 
two postwar classics: the Nos. 132 Passen-
ger Station (cataloged 1949 to 1955) and 

133 Passenger Station (cataloged in 1957, 
1961-62, and 1966). Interestingly, this con-
nection (especially to the 133) explains 
why the 2133 Illuminated Freight Station 
has long been misidentified — uninten-
tionally or otherwise. 

SHARED COMPONENTS
The 2133 shares several plastic compo-
nents as well as its color scheme with the 
133. Both stations have white walls, green 
trim around frosted windows, green doors 

The attractive Lionel No. 2133 Illuminated 

Freight Station was introduced by Model 

Products Corp. of General Mills in 1972. In 

appearance and operation, it had much in 

common with the No. 133 Passenger Station 

from the postwar era.
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and roof, and a green chimney with, most 
often, a maroon base.

Also, the identifying stamp on the 
white underside of the 2133 reads “133 
Illuminated Station” with Lionel’s New 
York address. This is one of the primary 
reasons hobbyists confuse the two stations: 
They see the postwar number “133” and 
address on the underside of the base and 
naturally assume it is the older item.

Their confusion is understandable, 
because MPC and Fundimensions were 
using leftover parts from the 1960s to 
manufacture the 2133 stations efficiently 
and economically. Furthermore, the item’s 
instruction sheet had not been updated. 

MAJOR DIFFERENCES
There are differences between the 2133 
and 133. They relate to the illuminating 
lamp and socket inside the station, the 
internal metal support beam between the 
front and rear walls, and the size and 
design of the “Lionelville” stickers for the 
signs at both ends of the removable roof.

A 133 has a bayonet-style light bulb 
(nibs on a brass base and push-and-twist 
installation) and corresponding metal 
socket protruding downward through the 
center of the metal support beam as well 
as a quarter-size hole in the white under-
side. The “Lionelville” stickers on a 133 are side. The “Lionelville” stickers on a 133 are 
red with gold lettering and gold outline 
trim. They’re large enough to almost com-
pletely cover the green signs. 

Hobbyists sometimes replace the green 
chimney, whose color matches that of the 
roof and trim, with a brick-red chimney 
taken from a 132 station. They do so to 
make the appearance of the later illumi-
nated station seem more realistic.

A 2133 station comes with a clip-on 
light-bulb socket attached to one edge of 
the support beam. In addition, its “Lionel-
ville” stickers (also used on MPC and Fun-
dimensions versions of the postwar Nos. 
125 Whistling Freight Shed and 145 Auto-
matic Gateman) are much shorter than 
their postwar counterparts and lack gold 
trim along the edges. In fact, much of each 
green sign is visible on a 2133, as the stick-
ers were most often placed at the top or 
bottom of the sign. A final point: if the 
hole in the bottom has been filled, the sta-
tion is a 2133 produced after 1972.

EARLY 2133S
When the 2133 first appeared in 1972, it 
was named a “Freight Station” in the Lio-
nel catalog, even though the structure was 
clearly a combination passenger and 
freight station. The earliest models contin-
ued to sport the hole in the bottom of the 
building. The support beam between the 
front and rear walls was made of shiny 
metal, and the metal light-bulb socket was 
clipped to one edge. The lamp installed clipped to one edge. The lamp installed 
remained the same as what was used by 
Lionel technicians on the 133. 

Changes were made very late in 1972. 

To begin, the support beam was now 
black, the lamp socket was switched to 
black plastic (exceptions have been 
reported), and the corresponding bulb was 
a push-in grain-of-wheat type. The new 
socket-and-lamp arrangement made it 
possible to reduce the cost of production. 
In addition, the green roof and trim on 
some stations seemed duller than before.

LATER 2133S 
Stations associated with 1973-75 produc-
tion featured window trim, doors, a chim-
ney and a roof whose color was more like 
a flat pea green, which seemed more real-
istic to some collectors. Also, the hole in 
the bottom had been filled with plastic 
(neatly at first and later in a less careful 
and thorough manner). The black plastic 
clip-on socket and grain-of-wheat bulb 
used late in 1972 remained the rule.

Over the final nine years Fundimen-
sions cataloged the 2133 station, it used a 
gray support beam while changing the 
roof, window trim, chimney, and door to 
the shade of green known as “Deepwater” 
or “Penn Central.” The color of the station 
base, formerly maroon, could best be 
described as reddish brown.

FINAL THOUGHTS
The boxes used for the 2133 station, made The boxes used for the 2133 station, made 
initially by Stone Container Corp., can 
help date examples. Stations produced 
early in 1972 came in a white cardboard 

Notable differences between the Lionel No. 133 Passenger Station (left) and the 2133 (right) include the shade of the green plastic used 

for the roof (it was darker on the 133) and the size and design of the “Lionelville” stickers for the signs at both ends of the roof. The green 

chimney on the 133 has been replaced by a red one from a No. 132 Passenger Station (cataloged from 1949 through 1955).
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box with a drawing of the station on 
it; those produced later that year came 
in a box with a black-and-white pho-
tograph of a nicely lighted station.

Ironically, the printing on both 
types of boxes referred to the 2133 as 
an “Illuminated Freight Station” (indi-
cated by the bottom stamping) rather 
than a “Lighted Freight Station” 
(stated in the Lionel catalog). Begin-
ning in 1973, boxes showed a color 
rendering of a lighted station with 
railroad freight cars behind.

The story didn’t conclude in 1984. 
The station returned to the line in 
1989, heralded by Lionel Trains Inc. as 
the No. 12728 Illuminated Freight Sta-
tion. The newcomer, cataloged for 
only one year, sported a new color 
scheme consisting of tan walls, a green 
base, and a brown roof, chimney, win-
dow trim, and doors.

Next, cataloged from 1993 through 
2000, was the No. 12812, known as 
“Freight Station with Lights” or “Illu-

minated Freight Station.” It’s visually 
appealing, thanks to its butterscotch-
colored walls; tan window trim, doors, 
and chimney; relatively dark green 
roof; and chocolate brown base.

Then there was the No. 12762 
Freight Station with Train Control and 
Sounds, listed in the catalog issued by 
Lionel Trains Inc. for 1990. Based on 
the 2133, it had a white structure with 
gray trim plus a black base. LTI 
planned to add a train-stop device 
(not seen since the postwar 132) and 
several prerecorded station announce-
ments. Too bad the company chose 
not to make the 12762.

Greenberg’s Pocket Price Guide to 
Lionel Trains, 1901-2027 values a 2133 Lionel Trains, 1901-2027 values a 2133 Lionel Trains, 1901-2027
Lighted Freight Station at $44 in like-
new condition and $34 in excellent. 
The same reference book values a 133 
Passenger Station at $43 in excellent 
condition and a 132 Passenger Station 
at $92 in excellent. 
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ionel’s No. 773 4-6-4 Hudson steam 
engine and tender from 1950 did 
much to revive the passion dedicated 

O gauge modeler Walt Urban Jr. has for 
toy trains. He says that hobbyists like him, 
who grew up during the 1950s, recall the 
thrill of waking up on Christmas morning 
to see what Santa had left under the tree.  

Walt describes his greatest memory as 
the anticipation of a new train that would 
find its way on the track mounted on a 
sheet of platform arranged so it supported 
a tree decorated with ornaments. Walt 
learned at an early age tinsel and electric 
trains were not compatible!

Walt’s formative years were spent grow-
ing up in a modest rowhouse in Philadel-
phia. “My father was in the truck repair 
business, and my mother was a traditional 
stay-at-home mom. Our family’s resources 
were limited, but there was always some-
thing from Lionel on Christmas morning.”

Walt was only a year old in 1950, when 
Lionel introduced the 773. “I remember 
my mother would take my younger sister 
and me to the department stores in down-
town Philadelphia after Thanksgiving. 
Stores like Wanamaker’s and Gimbel’s had 

O gauge classic from 1950 revived Walt Urban Jr.’s passion for toy trains

BY ROGER CARP

MY 773 DWARFED 

THE OTHER O 

GAUGE LOCOMO-

TIVES FROM THE 

POSTWAR ERA 

THAT I OWNED.

o ot

huge Lionel layouts when I was in grade 
school. I learned of the Lionel Hudson and 
never forgot it.”  

What makes the year 1950 noteworthy 
was that it marked the 50th anniversary of 
the founding of what became the Lionel 
Corp. Co-founder Joshua Lionel Cowen 
wanted to celebrate by introducing an 
updated version of the prewar 
No. 700E O scale New York 
Central Hudson. The best way 
to do so was the highly detailed 
773, which Lionel paired with 
the equally elaborate No. 
2426W tender. 

Not able to afford this loco-
motive when it was introduced, 
Walt had to wait decades until he could 
add a 773 from 1950 to his O gauge roster. 
He was attending the show held by the 
Eastern Division of the Train Collectors 
Association in York, Pa., when he found 
a superb example of the Hudson and ten-
der in their original boxes with the master 
carton.

What struck Walt, he states, “was the 
size. My 773 dwarfed the other O gauge 
locomotives from the postwar era that I 

owned, including the Nos. 726 and 736 
Berkshires and 681 Turbine.” Impressive 
features of the 773 in Walt’s eyes were the 
valve gear guides on the steam chest and 
the highly detailed boiler front and trailing 
truck. No wonder Cowen considered the 
Hudson his favorite.

Walt brought home his new treasure 
and set out to lubricate and ser-
vice the 773. “Dissembling the 
Hudson to perform basic main-
tenance,” he writes, “was very 
different from working on my 
Lionel Berkshires of the same 
vintage. Fortunately for me, the 
Lionel Service Manual provided 
plenty of information that 

made the process of breaking down and 
lubricating the 773 straightforward.” It is, 
in Walt’s view, still a masterpiece.

That’s the reason why watching his 773 
as it pulls postwar Madison heavyweight 
passenger cars around his O gauge layout 
sparks memories in Walt of Christmases 
past when he was younger. He praises the 
Lionel Hudson as a reflection of the great 
age of steam and a world less complicated 
than the one we live in today. 

Lionel’s No. 773 4-6-4 Hudson steam engine and tender from 1950 look fantastic to Walt Urban Jr. (featured in the September 2023 issue of 

Classic Toy Trains). The 773 is the locomotive he loves best among those on his roster. William Zuback photo
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Long trains made up almost entirely of weathered hoppers loaded with coal can be seen on two of the upper levels of the O gauge layout 

at Mr. Muffin’s Trains. Don’t miss all the structures, vehicles, figures, and other neat details below. Photo courtesy Stephen Nelson
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r. Muffin’s Trains of Atlanta, 
Ind., is a family-owned business 
with a retail store, an O gauge 

train layout, and an online store. Stephen 
and Liz Nelson (Mr. and Mrs. Muffin, 
respectively) spoke with Trains.com Assis-
tant Digital Editor Lucas Iverson.

Q: For readers who may not be familiar 
with your business, what are the types of 
services you provide to customers?

tete e tt

. ’
A family-owned business with a “hobbyists first” mentality

BY LUCAS IVERSON

te : We are principally an O gauge 
store, though we’ve also expanded into 
HO. We provide retail (both in-store and 
online), sales and support for those prod-
uct lines. We answer a lot of questions 
about our wide product line, as I’m one of 
the few dealers you can call and actually 
get on the phone.

We do a great deal of of social media. 
For example, I host open-mic office hours 
on Fridays, and about 150 people log in 

for that. We also have a “Chat with the 
Muffins” session on Facebook and You-
Tube on Wednesday nights. We run trains 
at the layout [in a building near the store] 
on Saturdays at 2:00 p.m.

Q: How did Mr. Muffin’s Trains get its 
start?

te : As an executive in the technol-
ogy field, I had to get a [break] from work. 
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Stephen and Liz Nelson own and operate Mr. 

Muffin’s Trains in Atlanta, Ind. Photo courtesy Stephen Nelson
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I started in HO in 1988, built a layout, and 
had a big collection. I got frustrated with 
keeping the small trains on the track and 
decided to sell all my HO stuff and get out 
of model railroading.

There was a thing called eBay, and I 
decided to sell there. My middle son, Jeff, 
told me that I couldn’t use my real name as 
the handle. When the kids were little, I 
used to make up bedtime stories about 
muffins. So, he thought it would be cool to 
make my eBay handle “MrMuffinsTrains.”

In 2000, I got back into model railroad-
ing with O gauge. But then I thought that 
maybe I didn’t want to do that either. I 
took the layout down, put everything in 
storage, and got ready to sell it all. 

Then I met Liz, 12 years ago, who saw 
the equipment and asked, “Do you want to 
build a layout?” She soon rented an 
1,800-square-foot building in Carmel, 
Ind., and we built a public layout. It was 
crazy popular and beautiful. But it was a 
pretty small space.

Liz rented a 5,400-square-foot building 
nearby, with an escalating lease on it. We 
built the second public layout, but one day 
I asked her, “Exactly how are we going to 

pay for this? This building costs more than 
our mortgage.”

I talked to Andy Edelman [from Atlas] 
about this, and he said, “Why don’t you 
become an O 
gauge dealer?” 
Liz and I like to 
say that we are 
reluctant retail-
ers. But it was a 
way to support 
the layout and 
gave us a chance 
to promote 
model railroad-
ing for families.

The City of 
Carmel decided 
to tear our sec-
ond building 
down. The good news was it got us out of 
the rent. The bad news was we had to 
move. We found three vacant buildings in 
Atlanta and bought them all. Now we’re in 
our fourth building.

Q: What are the key takeaways to the busi-
ness’s success and growth?

te : We’re [for] hobbyists first. We 
build and operate a layout, and we use the 
electronics. I started working in a toy and 
hobby shop when I was 12 years old, so 

I’ve been around 
the hobby a long 
time. I think 
that’s the differ-
ence. When 
you’re talking to 
us, you’re talking 
to people who 
are in the hobby 
and have all the 
same experiences 
and needs.

: What’s been 
really interesting 
is talking to 

wives and daughters who are looking at 
the [current layout’s] scenery and are like, 
“I can do this.” We really enjoy watching 
families come together over it. When we 
started with our layout, it was just to pro-
mote the hobby, and I think we’ve really 
achieved that. People still come into the 
store and want to get started.

Atlanta, IN
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Q: How did you get into the business of 
custom runs of trains? What is involved 
with the process of choosing a model and 
road name to be offered?

te : When we started, I called MTH 
and said, “You guys don’t make much stuff 
for Monon [Indiana’s railroad], and I have 
a lot of Monon customers. What about 
making some just for me and them?”

MTH worked with us and made an O 
gauge passenger train set, Thoroughbred, 
that once ran from Chicago to Louisville. 
MTH did a lot of work to get the artwork 
correct. We sold 110 preorders with David 
Letterman buying two. That was a big win!

We then asked MTH to make more 
stuff for us and later had the same conver-
sations with Atlas and Lionel. 

The process is manufacturers decide 
what they want to produce. They’re not 
making anything unique for us, as we are 
participating with an announced run. 
We’re looking online to find different road 
names or getting ideas from customers.

It’s an enormous amount of work 
because as soon as a manufacturer gets a 
product in their schedule, we have to fig-
ure out if we can do anything with it. But 
it’s still really satisfying.

Q: Would you provide some background 
regarding your store layout and what the 
public can expect when visiting it?

te : The main layout is 40 feet by 60 
feet. [It was featured in Great Layouts You 
Can Visit, a special-interest publication 
from Classic Toy Trains in 2025.] This is 
our third public layout and the largest. Liz 
and I built it ourselves, and we pretty 
much had trains running in four months. 
It’s all Lionel Legacy and MTH Digital 
Command System with 13 independent 
loop tracks. Normally on a Saturday, we’ll 
run 20 trains, though we can run up to 50. 
The second layout is 20 feet by 100 feet, 
again with both Legacy and DCS.

: The interesting thing is that people 
who visit frequently will come up and say, 
“Oh, this is new.” Actually, it’s not. They 
manage to find something new every time 
they come.

We run the layouts on Saturdays only, 
but we’ll also open them by appointment if 
asked. We’ve had a lot of interesting groups 
through here, and it’s really fascinating to 
watch them. 

We get families that come through. A 
lot of times, grandparents point to an 
engine or train and will say, “I rode the 
Emerald Crescent when I was a child. Emerald Crescent when I was a child. Emerald Crescent
That’s how we traveled.” The kids are in 
awe when listening to every word. The 
next thing we know, grandpa is back here 
with the grandkids, and they’re getting 
ready to build a layout. 

Q: What are the challenges the two of you 
face to keep the doors open for Mr. Muf-
fin’s Trains?

te : In our world the [physical] 
store is really gravy. The online sales and 
preorders are the bread and butter. That’s 
what’s paying everybody’s salary. The fact 
that we have a retail store is a good thing. 
We have good days there and sell a bunch 
of stuff. However, we’re not relying on the 
store to carry the enterprise.

: All the same, there’s also still a need 
for our physical store. We have a lot of 
customers that will make a detour in their 
trip just to come to the store. So there is 
some impulse purchasing going on. It’s 
really good because it gives people an idea 
of what they can do and what’s out there.

Q: What does the future hold for Mr. Muf-
fin’s Trains?

te : I think we’re going to continue 
to grow. HO is going to grow. Obviously, 
it’s a bigger market than O. If we can get a 
handle on it, that will be good. We’re going 
to start doing social media around HO 
and custom runs for that scale.

We got a local guy that is 3-D printing 
buildings, and we are selling those for him, 
both online and in-store. We can support 
the hobby by helping other people get 
their products to market. 

There’s a gentleman in Canada, who 
retired 15 years ago, whom we convinced 
to let us make his kits again. Or if he really 
wants to retire, we can pick up his backlog 
and inventory and let him easily ride off 
into the sunset.

Obviously, we also have some family 
members who are invested in the future of 
our business, and so we believe it’s going 
to carry on beyond us. In fact, I’m pretty 
confident it will all keep going. 

RESOURCES

Custom runs in the toy train hobby, 

Trains.com

Great Layouts You Can Visit, special Great Layouts You Can Visit, special Great Layouts You Can Visit

issue, shop.Trains.com

Interview with Mr. Muffin’s Trains (video), 

Trains.com

Whenever visitors to Mr. Muffin’s Trains in Atlanta, Ind., decide to take a short break from 

watching all the activity on the sprawling O gauge model railroad, they can check out the 

thousands of models on display. Photo courtesy Stephen Nelson
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L

ionel’s promotional staff, under 
the leadership of Frank Lynch 
and then Joe Kavanagh, saw the 
value of offering train sets and 

even dealer display layouts as prizes in 
consumer contests in the late 1950s. In 
1959, as I explain in Return to the Golden 
Years, the latest 100-page special-interest 
publication from Classic Toy Trains (com-
ing fall 2026), the company collaborated 
with a few large producers of consumer 
goods to remind families of the value of its 
toy trains.

Perhaps the best known of the contests 
using Lionel products as prizes was one 
sponsored by General Mills to promote its 
brand-new Cocoa Puffs cereal. Lionel sold 
to the consumer good conglomerate sev-
eral hundred items at extreme discounts, 
with the grand prize being a No. D-265 8 x 
8-foot Super O layout. In Display Layouts 
and Showrooms, a special-interest publica-
tion from CTT first made available in 
2024, the two brothers who won that clas-
sic display were profiled. 

There were many different prizes with 
other winners. A 4 x 6-foot O-27 layout 
with a Wabash GP7 freight set went to 
each of the 100 second-prize winners. The 

650 third-prize winners each received the 
same No. 1601W cataloged five-car set, 
inventory left over from the previous year. 
This is the story of one winner — a sur-
prised little girl.

TOUGH TIMES
The autumn of 1959, when specially 
marked boxes of Cocoa Puffs began filling 
shelves in grocery 
stores across the U.S. 
and Canada, was a 
particularly challeng-
ing time for a family in 
Maryland. As Eliza-
beth Gordon explains, 
her father had suffered 
a stroke the previous 
year and remained 
hospitalized for more 
than six months. Her 
mother was striving to 
make home life seem 
normal for three-year-
old Elizabeth and her 
three young sisters. 

The contest adver-
tised on those cereal 
boxes — to name the 

three young cartoon characters serving as 
mascots for Cocoa Puffs — could serve as 
a terrific diversion for the children, worry-
ing about their father’s health and paying 
for his ultimate recovery.

Elizabeth doesn’t remember what 
names her mother submitted. She does 
believe they contained many of the letters 
in the four girls’ names, scrambled to cre-

ate amusing names for 
the mascots. Clever as the 
idea was, it failed to cap-
ture any of the major 
prizes being offered.

All the same, the 
judges must have been 
somewhat impressed 
because boxes addressed 
to Elizabeth started to be 
delivered to the family 
home. Elizabeth still has 
no notion of why they 
had her name on them. 
“My mother was horri-
fied, not knowing what 
had been ordered or how 
she was going to pay the 
bill. But as soon as I saw 
the packages I knew we 

Trains, from Lionel to Amtrak, 

have been wonderful parts of 

Elizabeth’s life for as long as 

she can remember. Her favor-

ite is still the prize her family 

named, “Lizzie’s train.”

WINNING A PRIZE BROUGHT HOPE TO A FAMILYWINNING A PRIZE BROUGHT HOPE TO A FAMILY

STORY BY ROGER CARP // STORY BY ROGER CARP // PHOTO BY BILL ZUBACK

LIONEL SET
COMFORTED FOUR 

LITTLE GIRLS IN 1959
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described in the Cocoa Puffs contest.”
Fortunately for Elizabeth and her three 

sisters, their father had regained sufficient 
strength and hand-eye coordination by 
then that he managed to construct for the 
family a rudimentary operating layout on 
a 4 x 4-foot sheet of plywood. The trains 
were a hit for Christmas.

QUITE A PRIZE
The Lionel train set was as much of an 
unexpected delight for three-year-old Eliz-
abeth in 1959 as the SR47 Sears display 
described elsewhere in this issue had been 
for an older girl a dozen years before. And 
in both cases, their families treasured the 
Lionel items long after those kids reached 
adulthood and continued to run the loco-
motive and cars.

The 1601W set awarded to Elizabeth’s 
family used a No. 2337 Wabash GP7 road 
diesel to pull four cars and a No. 6017 
Southern Pacific-type caboose. In addition 
to a No. 6464-425 New Haven boxcar, 
there were three flatcars with great loads: 
Nos. 6800 with an airplane, 6801 with a 
boat, and 6810 with a van. 

Included with the entertaining train 
were eight sections of curved track, three 
sections of straight track, and a No. 6029 
Remote Control Uncoupling Track. There 
were, in addition, a No. 1053 60-Watt 
Transformer as well as instruction sheets.

Elizabeth looks back with a smile when 
thinking about how the Wabash train set 

captivated her parents and sisters every 
Christmas well into the late 1960s. Sadly, 
her father died in 1967, and the locomo-
tive and its cars were packed away for sev-
eral years.

RECENT REVIVAL
Anyone familiar with Lionel locomotives 
that used a dry-cell battery to generate the 
sounds of the horn knows what happened 
to the Wabash GP7 while it sat in storage. 
The old battery leaked fluid that ruined 
the motor — something Elizabeth’s father 
had prevented by removing the battery 
after every holiday season.

Luckily for Elizabeth, when she called a 
radio station during a program about toy 
trains, a friend listening came to her res-
cue by contacting Lars Anderson, an 
expert on repairing Lionel and other 
brands with more than half a century of 
experience. He fixed the damaged motor, 
put in a new battery, and examined the 
vintage transformer as well.

Elizabeth, whose love of trains large 
and small encompasses traveling on 
Amtrak and a cab ride on a diesel switcher 
in Arkansas during her youth, is thrilled 
her Cocoa Puffs prize is back at full 
strength. She cherishes the O-27 set and 
hopes one day to pass it down to her 
grandchildren. For now, however, she’s 
content to keep operating the handsome 
freight train and appreciate its story and 
the memories of her parents it revives with 
every trip around the track. 

The Lionel No. 1601W Wabash diesel 

freight set, originally cataloged for 

1958, ended up being used as a prize in 

a contest sponsored by General Mills 

just a year later. One of the winners was 

the family of Elizabeth Gordon, who 

continues to treasure the O-27 train.

The contest, which asked participants 

to create names for the three cartoon 

mascots promoting Cocoa Puffs, was 

announced on specially marked boxes 

of that new cereal. Lionel provided 751 

prizes, including 650 examples of the 

1601W set that Elizabeth won.

had won one of the Lionel trains that was 
described in the Cocoa Puffs contest.”

Fortunately for Elizabeth and her three 
sisters, their father had regained sufficient 
strength and hand-eye coordination by 
then that he managed to construct for the 
family a rudimentary operating layout on 

captivated her parents and sisters every 
Christmas well into the late 1960s. Sadly, 
her father died in 1967, and the locomo-
tive and its cars were packed away for sev-
eral years.

RECENT REVIVAL

The Lionel No. 1601W Wabash diesel 

freight set, originally cataloged for 

1958, ended up being used as a prize in 

a contest sponsored by General Mills 

just a year later. One of the winners was 

the family of Elizabeth Gordon, who 

continues to treasure the O-27 train.
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DREAM LAYOUT
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STEVE PAPA 

ANIMATES EVERY 

LIONEL ACCESSORY

The first claim is a fundamental and 
common one among toy train lovers. 
Namely, that every youngster who has ever 
dreamed of owning the perfect layout no 
matter the gauge envisioned it filled with 
accessories. Signals, light towers, bridges, 
freight loaders, stations, you name it. The 
second claim flows from the first. Steve 
has designed a perfect layout for any boy 
or girl —or himself! He has finished an 
enormous and action-packed display he 
says has almost every accessory Lionel 
ever cataloged. 

To Steve’s credit and the delight of folks 
who drop by his spacious and comfortable 
home to first admire and then usually ask 
to run his 24 x 35-foot layout, he refused 
to limit himself to only what Lionel made. 
Accessories from American Flyer, Ives, 
K-Line, and MTH among others are also 
there. What kid, no matter when he or she 
lived, wouldn’t have taken one look at 
Steve’s layout and insisted it was their 
dream come true?

DIFFERENT START
After gazing at his three-rail extravaganza, 
Steve admits sheepishly that things didn’t 
start like this. When as an adult he became 
serious about the hobby and joined the 
Train Collectors Association in 1971, he 
hardly imagined a layout on par with what 
he has now. Sure, it was going to have lots 
of accessories, but would it end up the size 
of a parking lot? Not in a million years!

Looking back, Steve says he could 
never have believed he would ever see, 
much less own, a layout as extensive and 
entertaining as what he has today. He 
started with electric trains in quite a dif-
ferent way growing up during the 1950s. 
When just a year old, Steve received a 
basic Marx set. A year later in 1952, his 
parents “upgraded” his roster with a Lio-
nel No. 2187WS five-car freight outfit. 

Steve ran his O gauge set over a loop of 
tubular track nailed to a 4 x 8-foot sheet of 
plywood. That was it! No switches and no 
sidings where animated cars performed on 

1  The photo backdrop that Steve added to the wall behind his layout neatly suggests the  The photo backdrop that Steve added to the wall behind his layout neatly suggests the 

scene stretches out for miles. His yard is immense, with long rows of three-rail track ac-

commodating several prewar freight and passenger trains as well as a postwar No. 1587S 

Lady Lionel. Don’t miss the No. 2331 Virginian Train Master in the foreground. 

2  Gliding along one of the main lines of Steve Papa’s 24 x 35-foot O and Standard gauge  Gliding along one of the main lines of Steve Papa’s 24 x 35-foot O and Standard gauge 

layout is a stunning Lionel No. 396E Blue Comet passenger train.Blue Comet passenger train.Blue Comet

visit to Steve Papa’s 840-square-foot Standard and O 

gauge layout begins with one mighty claim and immedi-

ately proceeds to a second one. To appreciate what this 

longtime hobbyist has accomplished, you must acknowl-

edge the legitimacy of both claims. Then you will see the greatness in 

what he has built at his home.
STORY BY ROGER CARP 

PHOTOS BY JOSEPHINE WINTER
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Steve Papa requires several transformers from Lionel and MTH Electric Trains to power his 24 x 35-foot O and Standard gauge home  lay-

out. The numbered arrows correspond to the numbers in each of the captioned photos taken by his wife, Josephine Winter.

3  Steve has spent more than half a century collecting the extraordinary variety of accessories filling every nook and niche of his layout.  Steve has spent more than half a century collecting the extraordinary variety of accessories filling every nook and niche of his layout. 

There are so many operating signals, towers, and freight loaders, not to mention the structures, that you can barely see him.
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cue. The sole operating item was a Lionel 
No. 362 Barrel Loader.

Years passed as Steve finished his edu-
cation and launched a successful career. 
When he felt confident about purchasing 
his first home, plans for a layout or two 
filled his mind. During the final decades 
of the 20th century, Steve set out to con-
struct a pair of layouts that would reflect 
his favorite gauges. Along with a Standard 
gauge display measuring 10 x 12 feet, he 
built a companion O gauge layout measur-
ing 12 x 25 feet. Scenery and structures 

4  Awaiting their turn on the turntable this morning are some of the greatest and most  Awaiting their turn on the turntable this morning are some of the greatest and most 

desirable Lionel locomotives of the postwar era. Regal in appearance are the Nos. 2373 

Canadian Pacific and 2379 Denver & Rio Grande Western F3 diesels.

5  A Lionel No. 9 electric pulling orange passenger cars winds by  A Lionel No. 9 electric pulling orange passenger cars winds by 

Nos. 116 Station, 155 Freight Shed, and 444 Roundhouse sections.

were prominent elements on each, as were 
vintage and new accessories.

BLENDING TIME
Steve might have been content as the new 
century dawned with having two layouts 
whose look and operation complemented 
each other. They provided him with plenty 
of enjoyment while offering real estate for 
additional accessories.

Somehow, though, Steve felt a bit frus-
trated with the need to service and main-
tain two layouts when he concluded that a 

single model railroad could do all the 
tricks he desired. The solution Steve and 
his wife, Josephine, devised was for him to 
tear down the current displays and blend 
all the accessories and much of the track 
in a new landscaped and expertly wired 
dual-gauge layout. There, his animated 
pieces would be the stars amid vast net-
works of three-rail tubular track.

The benchwork was going to be, Steve 
vowed, as solid and elementary as he could 
make it. He intended to frame it out of 2 x 
4 pieces of lumber. Then on top of the 

6  Check out the gleaming set of subway cars from MTH Electric  Check out the gleaming set of subway cars from MTH Electric 

Trains passing by King Kong climbing up a skyscraper.

AT A GLANCE

Steve Papa’s O and Standard gauge 

layout

Dimensions: 24 x 35 feet

Track: GarGraves, Lionel (maximum 

diameter 72 inches)

Switches: Lionel, Ross Custom Switches

Motive power: Ives, Lionel (all eras), MTH

Rolling stock: Ives, Lionel (all eras), MTH

Controls: Lionel KW and ZW transform-

ers, MTH No. Z-4000 power pack, with 

Lionel TMCC and Legacy, MTH DCS

Accessories: American Flyer, K-Line, Lio-

nel, Marklin, MTH, Ross Custom Switches

Structures: American Flyer, Bing, Depart-

ment 56, Ives, K-Line, Lionel, Marklin, MTH

Vehicles: Department 56, Matchbox

Figures: Department 56, Lemax, Life-Like, 

Lionel
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open-grid foundation he laid 4 x 8 sheets 
of plywood. Steve followed by covering 
them with what he calls “soundboard.” 
The main level was going to rise 33 inches 
from the floor; the elevated areas would be 
approximately 7 inches higher.

Original Standard and O gauge track — 
straights and curves, switches and cross-
overs — appealed to Steve. He stockpiled 
sections over many years for his layout, 
though in a spot or two he opted to use 

modern flextrack from GarGraves. 
Regarding track diameters, Steve recalls 
them ranging from 31 up to 72 inches. 

TRADITION AND INNOVATION
The same wish to blend tradition with 
innovation characterizes Steve’s attitude 
when it comes to operating his enormous 
layout. In addition to various postwar 
transformers, he depends on different 
brands of command control. He installed 

7  Drifting by are two highly desirable O gauge freight cars from late in the prewar era. Steve directs our attention to  the Nos. 2814R white  Drifting by are two highly desirable O gauge freight cars from late in the prewar era. Steve directs our attention to  the Nos. 2814R white 

refrigerator car with a brown roof and the 2814 boxcar with an orange body, a brown roof, and rubber-stamped lettering.

components of Lionel’s TrainMaster Com-
mand Control and its Legacy system 
before adding the Digital Command Sys-
tem from MTH Electric Trains.

A good number of main lines and lots 
of sidings demanded the best kind of wir-
ing if operating was going to proceed reli-
ably and enjoyably. Steve read about the 
star pattern outlined by the bright minds 
at MTH. He thus could avoid having to 
solder dozens of feeder wires for the vast 
network of three-rail track.

More to the point, Steve thoughtfully 
designed the dual-gauge layout to consist 
of almost 40 individual electrical blocks. 
He sought to control them manually, and 
so each block has an on/off switch wired 
to his large control panel.

Signals are another matter. Despite 
going out of his way to install one of every 
sort of signal that Lionel has ever manu-
factured, Steve minimized the importance 
of ensuring they all operated realistically. 
He preferred to include them for “show” 
purposes, along with a few prewar pieces 
from Ives and modern ones from MTH 
Electric Trains. 

PERSONAL PRIORITIES
Steve clearly has made collecting vintage 
accessories his top priority in the hobby. 
Carefully installing and wiring them so 
they operate dependably and consistently 
became equally as important to him when 
creating his big layout.

8  Pausing by Steve’s control panel so we can admire them are a Lionel No. 4 0-4-0 dark  Pausing by Steve’s control panel so we can admire them are a Lionel No. 4 0-4-0 dark 

gray electric engine and dark green passenger cars with maroon detailing. Near the O 

gauge train you can see a No. 129 Terrace with a No. 115 Station.
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Landscaping turned out to be less 
essential in Steve’s eyes. Not that he judged 
scenery irrelevant to the excellence of his 
three-rail layout. Only that he wasn’t inter-
ested in investing large sums of money or 
vast numbers of hours in forming a minia-
ture version of New England, Appalachia, 
or the Southwest.

Consequently, Steve’s descriptions of 
how he developed the landforms, forests, 
and waterways are succinct and general. 
To begin, he relied heavily on scenic 
pieces, including tunnels, that Lionel mar-
keted fully finished and painted. Only 
where necessary to complete key areas did 
Steve buy products from Scenic Express 

and other firms he read about in Classic 
Toy Trains and other magazines.

Commercial items served for flat areas 
covered with grass or left bare. Mats and 
ground cover, trees, polished rocks, and 
dirt were a breeze to add. Steve opts for 
products from Scenic Express.

Finally, Steve created water by painting 
recessed areas in the main level with latex 
paints. Next, he coated the areas with clear 
polyurethane. Roadways were painted on 
or added sections from Department 56. 

FUN FOR EVERYONE
The purpose of Steve’s outstanding layout, 
as he is the first to admit, is to entertain. 

And nothing in the toy train hobby is 
more entertaining than operating accesso-
ries. Children know this instinctively, and 
marketers quickly figure it out.

Little wonder that Steve, remembering 
the endless hours of fun his Lionel barrel 
loader gave him as a youngster, has kept 
expanding his roster of fantastic accesso-
ries from every era of production. There 
will always be empty space on his Stan-
dard and O gauge display for another sta-
tion or signal or loader — just about any-
thing guaranteed to bring a smile to the 
face of a child or an adult. It’s all part of 
this dedicated modeler’s aim of creating a 
layout for everyone. 

9  Spend some time studying this sprawling area of Steve’s layout. You’re certain to recognize coal loaders from the American Flyer and  Spend some time studying this sprawling area of Steve’s layout. You’re certain to recognize coal loaders from the American Flyer and 

Lionel product lines, along with water towers, magnetic cranes, stations, and much more.
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he National Association of S 
Gaugers (NASG) is a tax-exempt 
membership organization whose 
main goal is to support model 

trains built to a scale of 1:64 and expand 
interest in these outstanding locomotives 
and cars. To appreciate the achievements 
of the NASG and shed light on its history, 
an understanding of the development of S 
scale is necessary. Let’s spotlight what 
many hobbyists laud as the perfect scale 
for layouts.

HISTORY OF S SCALE
The story behind S scale, originally named 
“C-D” scale (Cleveland-Designed), dates 
back 90 years. The Cleveland Model & 
Supply Co. published plans for model 
trains running on ⅞-inch gauge track in 

SPOTLIGHT ON THE 

t o o t o  
o ge

THIS ORGANIZATION SUPPORTS 1:64 SCALE TRAINS

STORY BY R. JAMES WHIPPLE // PHOTOS BY LOU TEMPLETON

1936. The plans were followed a year later 
by kits made of paper, balsa, and pine.

In December of 1937, toymaker A.C. 
Gilbert acquired the assets of the Ameri-
can Flyer Manufacturing Co. from Wil-
liam O. Coleman. The next year, the A.C. 
Gilbert Co. in New Haven, Conn., started 
producing 1:64 trains that used O gauge 
trucks. Gilbert marketed them under the 
name “Tru-Model,” as they were accurate 
representations of railroad equipment. 

By 1943, the National Model Railroad 
Association (NMRA) had changed the 
name of the scale from “C-D” to “S” and 
adopted a set of engineering standards 
derived from upscaling its HO standards. 
After World War II, German, English, and 
French companies started making S scale 
trains, but they didn’t make much head-

way given the popularity of HO scale. 
For 1946, the Gilbert Co. converted its 

train line to run on ⅞-inch gauge track 
and began mass-market production. 
American Flyer locomotives and cars, 
while marketed as toys, were accurately 
scaled models, designed after prototype 
motive power and rolling stock. Other 
small companies also made 1:64 models 
for adults right after World War II. 

By the late 1950s, the number of hi-rail 
operators in S scale had grown, and most 
of the used American Flyer equipment 
supplemented with craftsman kits. To 
share knowledge about S scale, a hobbyist 
named Claude Wade started a round-
robin group of “circuit letters,” asking each 
recipient to add something to the “letter” 
and forward it to another person. By 1960, 

National Association of S Gaugers Executive Vice President Lou Templeton showcases part of his American Flyer collection.National Association of S Gaugers Executive Vice President Lou Templeton showcases part of his American Flyer collection.
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hundreds of people were involved in some 
30 circuits. 

At the NMRA national convention held 
in 1960, a group of S-scalers formed what 
they called the National Association of S 
Gaugers and named Wade the general 
director. While many operators were con-
tent with American Flyer’s oversized 
flanges (they were designed as toys, after 
all), the fact that the locomotives and roll-
ing stock were scale models prompted oth-
ers to convert their Flyer pieces to NMRA 
track and wheel standards. 

Because the original S scale standards 
were rudimentary, the NASG set out to 
improve them during the 1970s. The new 

engineering standards were compatible 
with narrow-gauge operation. They were 
formally adopted in 1981, followed by 
standards for modules in 1990. 

MEMBER BENEFITS
The NASG, which has an elected board of 
trustees and an international committee 
structure to manage its projects and activi-
ties, has a dedicated membership. Becom-
ing a member offers certain benefits, 
including a subscription to The Dispatch, 
its bimonthly magazine, that offers a mix 
of articles about American Flyer repair 
and collecting as well as hi-rail modeling 
and scale construction projects in both 
standard and narrow gauge.

Besides The Dispatch (the only print 
magazine dedicated to 1:64 scale trains), 
NASG members have access to the associ-
ation’s website: nasg.org. This extraordi-
nary resource includes a database of every 
known S scale item manufactured, a data-
base of current manufacturers, news items, 
product announcements, upcoming 
events, and an archive of Dispatch issues. 

In addition, the NASG hosts an annual 
convention and commissions an annual 

freight car from various manufacturers 
(both hi-rail and scale). Finally, the assoc-
tion maintains a Facebook page and spon-
sors the Company Store (which sells track 
gauges and clearance guides, scale rulers, 
clothing, and other relevant items). 

The 1,600 members of NASG look for-
ward to the future growth of the hobby. 
We invite you to join us! 

Lou also has a spectacular S gauge layout 

with a 6-stall roundhouse and turntable.

The National Association of S Gaugers 

is a non-profit, volunteer-led organiza-

tion that supports operating, collecting, 

and modeling 1:64 scale model trains. 

Its logo of clasped couplers states its 

mission of representing and promoting 

all interest areas of the hobby. Visit the 

website at nasg.org to learn more and 

become a member. 
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Regular oiling and greasing will ensure smooth operation

STORY BY LUCAS IVERSON PHOTOS BY CODY GRIVNO

ven a postwar locomotive needs a little maintenance now 
and then. Here are best practices on how to lubricate post-
war locomotives and rolling stock.

In the January 2019 issue of Classic Toy Trains, Joseph Mania 
recommends oiling the ends of the motor’s armature shaft. This 
requires removing the body from the chassis. Use caution to keep 
the brushes and commutators clean of any oil and grease.

AXLES
Lubricating any O gauge locomotives involves the wheels’ bear-
ings and axles. And I mean for all the wheels: Drivers, engine, 
trailing, and tender trucks. Keep in mind the different placements 
of the bearing boxes along each axle before sparingly applying the 
light oil. Labelle Lubricants’ Nos. 107 and 108 with needle appli-
cators will get the job done and are available separately or in kits.

RUNNING AND VALVE GEARS
The Labelle oils can be used for the running and valve gears and 
will prevent debris from finding its way into the constantly rotat-
ing parts. For every pin and screw connecting rods and linkages, 
apply the oil in the tiniest drops possible.

GREASING GEARS    
The exposed gears are usually found running along one side of 
the locomotive’s chassis, tucked in-between the drivers and 
frame. Options can vary in regards to using a light gear lubricant 
(Labelle No. 102) or micro gear grease with PTFE (Labelle No. 
106). I prefer the 102 in preventing debris buildup while saving 

Postwar locomotives and rolling stock have stood Postwar locomotives and rolling stock have stood 

the test of time, but they still need a bit of care and the test of time, but they still need a bit of care and 

feeding to perform their best. That often means feeding to perform their best. That often means 

regular oiling and greasing.regular oiling and greasing.regular oiling and greasing.regular oiling and greasing.regular oiling and greasing.

the 106 for the more concealed components. Regardless of what 
you use, remember that less is more when applying.

OILING ROLLING STOCK
Lubricating postwar rolling stock will involve the wheels on each 
car, normally at the bearings to the wheel axles. Take note of the 
placement of the bearing boxes along each axle first.

That brings us to the next recommendation: Use light oil to 
prevent the attraction of debris when running on the track. 
Labelle Lubricants’ Nos. 107 and (occasionally) 108 with needle 
applicators are my go-to choices for any O gauge cars. They are 
available either separately or in kits. Apply the oil sparingly.

For illuminated cars, such as lighted coaches, your mileage 
may vary when lubricating the brackets’ pivots on the pickup roll-
ers. This can be due in part to the general rule of keeping the roll-
ers oil-free. If lubrication is needed due to stiffness within the 
pickup rollers, take great care when applying oil to the pivots.

TAKING THE EQUIPMENT FOR A SPIN
Rotating the wheels afterward will go a long way toward equally 
distributing the applied oil and grease. Keep in mind that certain 
locomotive models may have wheels that can’t be turned by hand, 
but instead will need track power and slow operation.

Making a habit of performing the lubrication just before an 
operating session can help further the distribution throughout 
the moving components. Of course, regularly lubricating your O 
gauge postwar steam locomotives can help further a runner’s reli-
ability and longevity. 
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Keep in mind the different placements of 

the bearing boxes along each axle before 

applying a light oil. 

Apply a light oil to every pin and screw 

connecting the multiple rods and linkages, 

especially the side rods, on your locomotive.

Regardless of which oil product you use, 

always remember that less is more when 

lubricating exposed gears.

OWN OTHER TYPES 

OF LOCOMOTIVES?

If you have modern Lionel/MTH/Atlas 

steam locomotives, find a full-length 

article by Contributing Editor Lucas 

Iverson on Trains.com.

If you own postwar American 

Flyer locomotives, please consult the 

detailed article by Joe Mania in the 

November 2014 issue.

For Marx locomotives, read the 

Weekend Workshop article in the 

January 2017 issue.

Visit us at: www.rossswitches.com

1-800-331-1395 Call for Free Color Catalog 
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NIGHT OF THE 

MEEK LINES
A TRACK PLAN BASED 

ON THE ADDAMS FAMILY
TELEVISION SHOW

BY MICHAEL TYLICK

T
he Addams Family television show aired for two seasons from Addams Family television show aired for two seasons from Addams Family
1964 to 1966. The influential series, as Classic Toy Trains
Senior Editor Roger Carp explained in Lionel Trains of the 
1960s (a special-interest publication released in 2020), was 

based on the macabre cartoons created by Charles Addams for The New 
Yorker magazine, starting in 1938. Despite its brief time on the air, the Yorker magazine, starting in 1938. Despite its brief time on the air, the Yorker
original show has inspired several movies, a Broadway musical, and a 
TV series remake in 1999. 

This replica of the Super O display once used 

on The Addams Family shows the location of The Addams Family shows the location of The Addams Family

the levels of track and the operating models. 

Even the trains are poised to collide on the 

bridge, something Gomez would 

have approved of with 

tremendous glee! 

Larry Osterhoudt photo
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Addams family patriarch Gomez kept 
an O gauge model railroad in his study. 
During the shows, he would occasionally 
stage train wrecks, derailments, and other 
tragedies on his layout, either to entertain 
guests or to share quality time with his 
son, Pugsley. Often his assistant, Thing, 
would operate the controls while Gomez’s 
wife, Morticia, looked on approvingly. 

Roger’s research stated that two three-
rail layouts were used during filming. A 
Super O display 5 x 9 feet appeared first 
and was used for four of the programs 
during the opening season. A 4 x 8-foot O 
gauge railroad replaced it about halfway 
through that first season and was used 
during the second season.

Interestingly, as Roger discovered, the 
Super O layout was not one of the stan-
dard ones built by the Display Department 
at Lionel. Instead, it had been built for a 
different TV series. An episode of The 
Twilight Zone, titled, “The Night of the 
Meek” and broadcast in December of 
1960, had used it.

That unique Super O display is the 
inspiration for the track plan I’ve created 
here. Jerry Plachowski of the Red Lion 
Train Depot first developed a plan for 
Super O track, but I was asked to convert 
his plan to Lionel FasTrack using only 

uncut track sections and a minimum of 
O-36 curvature. 

After completing the FasTrack plan, I 
was asked to enlarge it to dimensions of     
5 x 13½ feet. In my original plan, trains 
could comfortably run on the two loops 
with a third train waiting its turn on the 
long connector. 

The enlarged plan would allow a fourth 
train to wait on a passing siding created by 
the two crossovers and possibly a fifth on 
the long reversing loop. The 5 x 9-foot 
ping-pong table allowed for two indepen-
dent loops and a long elevated crossover 
line. I included many operating accessories 
to create a visually active stage for Gomez’s 
weird yet entertaining activities.

The extra space provided just enough 
room to add another train plus two reverse 
loops that enabled trains running in either 
direction to be reversed. The structures, 
scenery, and operating accessories are lim-
ited only by your imagination. 

illustration by Kellie Jaeger
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LIONEL FASTRACK COMPONENTS

8 1.375-inch straight (12073)

10 1.75-inch straight (12026)

9 4.5-inch straight (12025)

6 5-inch straight (12024)

20 10-inch s traight (12014)

Quantity Description/Number

Quantity Description/Number 19 30-inch straight (12042)

8 O-36 curve, 11.25-degree (12023)

51 O-36 curve, 22.5-degree (12022)

2 O-48 curve, 15-degree (16834)

3 O-36 left-hand remote switch (12045)

3 O-36 right-hand remote switch (12046)

Quantity Description/Number

Elevated track

Elevated track support

4 O-48 left-hand TMCCtrack switch (16830)

2 O-48 right-hand remote switch (12066)

2 earthen bumper (12059)
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The author’s track plan measures 5 x 13½ feet, compared to the original 4 x 8 Super O 

display, and features Lionel FasTrack. 

BACK ISSUE 

RESOURCES

Lionel Trains of the 1960s special issue

“Scrapbox” reader story, January 1995

“Trains on TV” news story, March 1999

“The Addams Family,” December 1991
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A friend had approached me about 
some trains an acquaintance wished to 
sell. The owner then sent me some pic-
tures, and what I saw there wasn’t a box 

  
o e o 4

AN AMERICAN FLYER COLLECTOR BRINGS HOME A LIONEL LAYOUT FROM 1947

STORY AND PHOTOS BY RICHARD L. TROTTER

filled with Lionel trains but a complete 
Lionel display layout that had been 
obtained from the Sears, Roebuck & Co. 
outlet in Pueblo, Colo., back during the 

holiday season of 1947. Everything — and 
I mean everything —had been with the 
owner since then.

Perhaps the most amazing part of the 
story was that the owner is a woman, one 
who has loved the trains since her child-
hood almost 80 years before. Learning 
about how they became hers and remem-
bering how excited my two granddaugh-
ters are when I run trains for them leaves 
no doubt in my mind that toy trains thrill 
everyone, male and female.

’m a die-hard postwar American Flyer collector, and the thought of 
owning or operating a Lionel train usually sent chills up my spine.  
But every so often, something comes along that transcends the 
rivalry between the letters “S” and “O” and reminds me of my love 

for toy trains no matter how many rails they run on. One of these 
moments recently occurred. 
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RAFFLE PRIZE
Kathy McCulloch, the owner of the Lionel 
display, opens her story by recalling how 
in 1947 her parents went to the Sears store 
in downtown Pueblo to buy a new refrig-
erator. After making the purchase, they 
received tickets for a raffle to be held after 
Christmas. The grand prize was a Lionel 
electric train on display at the store.

“My father,” Kathy recalled, “filled out 
the tickets in my name and returned the 
stubs to Sears for the drawing. When the 
time was announced for the drawing, Dad 
and I went to the store in anticipation.

“I was the only girl waiting for the 
drawing. All the boys and I stood around 
the platform the layout was on, watching 
the train go around the track and seeing 
the automatic gateman wave his lantern.

“I was really excited when the time 
came for the drawing and stood there 
amazed when the number with my name 
was called. I heard the boys say, ‘Oh no, a 
girl won!’ 

 “I could hardly wait for the people 
from Sears to deliver the layout to our 
home. When it arrived my dad and I put it 

The Lionel No. SR47 5 x 5-foot display, 

sold mainly to Sears, Roebuck & Co. 

outlets, used four of the top accessories 

cataloged for 1947: Nos. 45 Automatic 

Gateman, 97 Coal Elevator, 156 Station 

Platform, and 164 Log Loader.

Kathy McCulloch, who won the SR47 and an O-27 steam freight set in a raffle held by the 

Sears store in Pueblo, Colo., kept the display and its accessories as well as the train in her 

family for almost 80 years until she sold it to Classic Toy Trains author Richard L. Trotter.

The Sears store stood out in this photo of downtown Pueblo, Colo., taken in the 1950s, when 

its population was about 64,000. Photo courtesy Pueblo County Historical Society  

The Sears store stood out in this photo of downtown Pueblo, Colo., taken in the 1950s, when 
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in front of the Christmas tree and played 
with it for hours. Later, I had some of the 
kids in the neighborhood to run it.

“My parents put it away until next 
Christmas. After we set it up, my little 
brother, Teddy, who was almost two years 
old, tried to catch the train going around 
the track and fell on it, breaking the [No. 
156] passenger stand.  I was upset and 
cried that he had broken it. Dad came to 
the rescue and fixed it as best he could.

“After I married and had children, we 
would put out the layout for our family to 
enjoy. Two of my sons tried to fix the wir-
ing, but they never finished the job. So, we 
weren’t able to enjoy the train again.” 
 
TRAINS AND ACCESSORIES
When I arrived at Kathy’s house to exam-
ine the layout, she had put the trains and 
accessories on a table. They had been in a 
cardboard moving box containing a news-

paper from 1990. The trains had seen a lot 
of use, and many of them had broken or 
missing parts.

An experienced collector might have 
dismissed the accessories, but I learned 
that each item had its own story. There 
was the 156 platform with a triangular 
piece broken from the roof by Kathy’s 
brother and glued back by her dad. 

The No. 97 Coal Elevator was missing 
its red metal roof. However, because the 
layout didn’t come with any artificial coal, 
Kathy and her brother would put little 
rocks and candy in the conveyor to be 
dumped into a waiting No. 2452 Pennsyl-
vania RR gondola.

The Type-R dual-control transformer 
with the paint nearly worn off around the 
right-hand throttle told the story of heavy 
use by the kids and their dad. And a bag 
filled with broken control buttons and 
deteriorating rubber-coated wires 
explained why a couple of Kathy’s sons 
had tried unsuccessfully to restore and 
rewire the display layout.

SURVIVING LAYOUT
Kathy’s husband, Ron, took me to their 
garage, where we found the layout tucked 
up against a wall behind a ladder and a 
pair of rakes. We carefully moved the dis-
play so I could examine the surface.

The 5 x 5-foot layout was constructed 
with 3⁄3⁄3 8⁄8⁄ -inch-thick plywood mounted on a 
1 x 2-inch board frame. Much of the origi-
nal painted sawdust had fallen off, and the 
surface of the layout had been spray-
painted a new shade of green. 

The white roads and accessory loca-
tions had been masked off only on their 
edges, which was why overspray covered 
the center of the roads and could be seen 
underneath the rails. Fortunately, the 
product numbers added by Lionel to 
locate the accessories were still visible. The 
track was bent in a couple of places, but it 
was otherwise intact. And the white wires, 
mounted under the layout, looked suffi-
cient enough to get the job done.

I spent a good portion of the afternoon 
visiting with Kathy and Ron and listening 
to their stories of growing up in Pueblo, 
my hometown, during the 1940s and ’50s. 
Then, with a hearty thank-you and a 
pleasant goodbye, this die-hard American 
Flyer collector left the McCullochs with a 
Lionel SR47 factory display and a promise 
to get the layout running once more and 
to share this story of a lady who has always 
loved trains. 

Members of the Display Department at Lionel marked the location of each of the operating 

accessories installed on the SR47 dealer display layout. More than 300 were made.

A Type-R 110-Watt Trainmaster Transformer provided enough power to operate a train and 

the various accessories on the SR47, including two freight loaders and a gateman.
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This pristine example of an SR47 Sears dealer display layout was one of the highlights in the respected 

collection of Lionel prewar and postwar trains belonging to Mark Stephens.

Richard L. Trotter has shared 

a wonderful story of a newly dis-

covered example of the No. SR47, 

the earliest known dealer display 

layout built by Lionel after World 

War II. And his timing couldn’t 

be better. What Richard learned 

from the original owner, almost 

80 years after she won the layout 

in a raffle held biy the Sears, 

Roebuck & Co. store in Pueblo, 

Colo., beautifully complements 

the description of the display in 

an upcoming book.

The layouts Lionel offered its 

authorized dealers during the 

postwar era have never lost their 

appeal. This is why many hob-

byists eagerly await the release 

of Authoritative Guide to Lionel 

Postwar Displays from Project 

Roar Publishing. 

Author Bob Horton has, over 

the past 30 years, established 

himself as an expert on the 

history of displays, along with 

how to restore, wire, and operate 

them.

Following an introductory 

section about the history of dis-

plays at Lionel during the prewar 

and postwar periods, the book 

includes entries filled with pho-

tos and original documents for 

every dealer display cataloged 

between 1947 and ’66, including 

the SR47.

According to Horton, Lionel 

offered the 5 x 5-foot O gauge 

layout mainly to Sears stores, 

although Lionel dealers and 

retailers could buy an SR47 for 

$83 ($1,202 in today’s dollars). He 

reports that 308 examples of the 

display were constructed.

The Display Department at 

Lionel’s factory in Hillside, N.J., 

designed the SR47 to be ready 

to operate, with track, accesso-

ries, controllers, and transformer 

installed and wired. The wood 

to e o e ’ e o o tt

THE NO. SR47 LAUNCHED A NOTEWORTHY TREND

STORY BY ROGER CARP

base came painted cream.

The surface had white-paint-

ed roadbed and green areas 

finished with artificial grass. The 

loop of O gauge track and its in-

ner line could accommodate one 

train, which the dealer buying 

the display could choose.

The SR47 from the Sears 

retail outlet in downtown Pueblo 

came with an O-27 outfit cata-

loged for 1947. The No. 1435WS 

was headed by a No. 2025 steam 

locomotive with a smoke unit 

and headlight; its No. 2466WX 

tender had a whistle.

The set had two freight cars 

(Nos. 2452X Pennsylvania RR 

Gondola and 2454 Baby Ruth 

Boxcar) plus a caboose. The 

consumer catalog for 1947 speci-

fied a No. 2457 Pennsylvania RR 

illuminated tinplate caboose, 

but examples of the 1435WS 

have never been reported with 

a 2457 caboose. Instead, they 

have been found with the No. 

2472 model without a light or 

one of the Southern Pacific-type 

cabooses making their debut in 

1947 — either a No. 2257 (non-

illuminated type or a No. 2357 

(illuminated type)

Curiously, when a 2357 

was included with the train, as 

was true with the SR47 from 

the Sears retailer in Pueblo, it 

tended to be the scarce variation 

painted red and having a match-

ing plastic smokestack. The 

presence of a highly desirable 

caboose in so mundane and 

inexpensive a O-27 outfit con-

cludes the story on a fascinating 

note. 
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W
henever children visit my 
O gauge layout, the oper-
ating accessories capture 
their attention more than 

any other feature of the model railroad. To 
accommodate them, I locate the controls 
for these toys nearby in the molding 
around the edge of the table rather than on 
a central control panel.

I have several industrial sidings, all of 
them located close to viewers. Each siding 
is dedicated to a particular freight train, 
with the cars arranged in a predetermined 
order to bring them in line with their 
related accessories when the locomotive 
backs them onto the siding.

When a visitor arrives, I spot one of 
these trains onto a siding and shut it 
down. Then I invite my guest to operate 

e te e o t e te t g

INDUSTRIAL 
SIDING

GUARANTEEING OPERATING FUN FOR 

YOUNGSTERS — OR THE YOUNG AT 

STORY AND PHOTOS BY PETER H. RIDDLE

the accessories while the freight train is 
stationary. Now I can run other trains 
without interference or having to move the 
dedicated train to align it with any of the 
operating accessories.

PICK YOUR ROSTER
Begin by selecting the cars you want in the 
train and place them in your preferred 
order. In this example I’ve chosen a Cana-
dian National diesel switcher, a Lionel 
operating log car, an Atlas O tank car, a 
Lionel coal dump car, a Lionel Bosco milk 
delivery car, a Lionel gondola, and at the 
end a caboose. 

Back the train onto the siding. Put a 
bumper at the end of the siding so the 
train always stops at the same spot when 
the rear coupler of the caboose touches the 

bumper. Now line up the accessories next 
to the cars they service. I have a Lionel 
reproduction of an American Flyer log 
loader, an MTH fueling station, an MTH 
reproduction of an American Flyer coaling 
station, a K-Line milk car platform, and a 
Lionel oil drum loader (a reproduction of 
a postwar Flyer toy). 

With the train on the siding (Photos 1 

and 2), the log car can receive logs from 
the loader and prepare to dump its load. 
You must, of course, include an operating 
track section here to make the car work. 
(You need a similar track section for any 
other operating car with pickup shoes on 
the underside.)

Photo 1 shows the oil filler pipe on the 
MTH fueling station in the raised posi-
tion. Photo 2 has the pipe lowered to the 

1  Add a dedicated siding to your O gauge layout to allow kids — or kids at heart — to have fun while you run trains on the main line.  Add a dedicated siding to your O gauge layout to allow kids — or kids at heart — to have fun while you run trains on the main line. 
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2   By adding a bumper to the end of the siding, you can ensure perfect alignment with the   By adding a bumper to the end of the siding, you can ensure perfect alignment with the 

related accessories, in this case the American Flyer log loader and the MTH fueling station.

3   The MTH/American Flyer coal loader   The MTH/American Flyer coal loader 

provides hours of reliable fun. It does not 

need an operating track section to work.

4  You may want to hook an animated refrigerator car to a variable-voltage transformer  You may want to hook an animated refrigerator car to a variable-voltage transformer 

circuit to ensure smooth and reliable operation.

5  The oil drum loader can deliver drums  The oil drum loader can deliver drums 

into a waiting gondola.

dome on the tank car. It can be a bit tricky 
to line up a tank car for the filler pipe to 
meet the dome. By backing up the train to 
the bumper at the end of the siding, you 
can ensure perfect alignment every time. 
(Purists will no doubt complain that I’m 
loading oil into a propane tank car.)

Next is the MTH/American Flyer coal 
loader (Photo 3). This is among the most 
reliable accessories produced in recent 
years, and the action is fascinating. The 
scoop descends slowly to pick up its load, 
and the jaws of the scoop close to hold the 
coal securely as it rises to the top and then 
moves laterally into the tower. When you 
release the button, the coal drops into a 
bin. Another button dumps the coal into a 
waiting ore car. You don’t need an operat-
ing track section here. 

The Bosco operating refrigerator car is 
just one variety of many Lionel milk cars 
sold during the postwar and modern eras 
(Photo 4). They all contain a scale-sized 
delivery man, who deposits milk cans on a 
platform at the touch of a button.

K-Line’s milk car platform is somewhat 
more realistic than the familiar metal ver-
sion that came with the Lionel cars. It is 
also the same height and therefore can be 
used with any Lionel or K-Line product.

You’ll need an operating track section 
for the Bosco milk car. I recommend wir-
ing it to a variable-voltage transformer cir-
cuit, such as post B or C on a Lionel Type-
ZW or to the throttle post on a separate 
transformer used just for accessories.

These milk cars are especially sensitive 
to the amount of voltage available. Give 

them too little juice, and the mechanism 
will buzz but the door won’t open. Too 
many volts will make the delivery man too 
energetic, and he’ll fling the cans way 
across the platform. A variable-voltage cir-
cuit allows an optimum adjustment for 
smooth and upright deposit of the cans.

Last is an oil drum loader (Photo 5), 
whose driver travels back and forth from 
the storage rack to trackside, where he 
dumps the drums into an available gon-
dola. This accessory isn’t as sensitive as the 
Bosco car, so it’s not essential to wire it to 
a variable-voltage circuit.

With a freight train made up to align 
with all the accessories next to a siding, 
you can let the kids play to their heart’s 
content and never worry about cargo 
being spilled on the tracks. 
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•• QUESTIONS & ANSWERS BY CARL SWANSON

How to repair faulty Industrial Rail couplers

TRY ONE OF THESE METHODS

Q
Many years ago, I purchased an O 

gauge Industrial Rail No. 5003 gon-Qgauge Industrial Rail No. 5003 gon-Qdola. It’s a good-looking freight car, Qdola. It’s a good-looking freight car, Q
but it sometimes uncouples from the rest 

of its train, usually when rounding a curve 

but sometimes when it goes over a switch. 

Do you know if there is a way to repair it? 

— Stephen Greene

A
Industrial Rail was started by 

United Model Distributors (UMD) 

in 1998 and produced a broad 

range of affordable, traditionally sized 

O-27 freight cars. The models were made 

well and featured excellent paint and 

graphics. Unfortunately, the company 

lasted only a few years. Production 

ceased around 2003 or 2004; Atlas pur-

chased the line in 2006.

 Industrial Rail cars use a variant of 
Lionel’s magnetic disc coupler design, 
which first appeared in 1957. The knuckle 
is held in the closed position by an 
upward-facing pin on the end of a thin 
steel armature plate. The plate also has a 
downward-facing metal disc resembling a 
large thumbtack. When an electro-mag-
net in the track is activated, it pulls the 
armature plate downward, withdrawing 
the knuckle pin and allowing the knuckle 
to open. A small tab on the armature plate 
allows manual uncoupling with the touch 
of a finger.

It’s simple and foolproof … most of the 
time. The armature on Industrial Rail cars 
is secured by a spring-loaded screw. 
Tightening this may reduce incidents of 
trains coming apart at high speeds, but 
don’t overdo it – stripping this screw will 
make a minor problem much worse. 
Alternately, you can disassemble the cou-
pler mechanism and use a pair of needle-
nose pliers to very slightly bend the arma-
ture plate upward. 

This same technique works on many 
(but not all) magnetic disc couplers made 
by different manufacturers over the years.

 In 1998, the CTT staff had its own 
issues with unexpected coupler openings 
on a train of Industrial Rail cars used on 
the magazine’s North Pole & South West-

ern project layout. The NP&SW featured 
a double-deck design. A 4 x 8-foot North 
Pole city on the top deck gave a nod to the 
idea of trains as imaginative playthings. 
The lower deck featured a more realistic 
Southwest scene. We used Marx tinplate 
trains for the North Pole. Industrial Rail 
rolling stock handled duties on the desert 
scene.

 The desert scene looked simple, but it 
had a nifty hidden trick. A fast-moving 
train would emerge from a tunnel, careen 
around a 180-degree single-track curve 
on the desert, and vanish into a second 
tunnel. Every third lap, just as one train 
disappeared clockwise into a tunnel, a 
second train burst from the same portal, 
streaking along counterclockwise on the 
same single track. It depended on a hid-
den siding under North Pole city and a 
Depotronics Watchman Micro I circuit 
board to automatically alternate trains' 
(every three laps in this case) by turning 
power on and off to the appropriate sid-
ings. A little bit of toy train magic that 
never failed to wow train show attendees.

Before disassembling the layout for 
transportation to its train show debut, we 

ran everything at full blast — partly 
because the layout needed a good long 
test and mostly because it beat going back 
to our desks and working. After about a 
dozen laps, a train hurtled into the tunnel, 
the second train’s locomotive burst forth – 
with no train in tow!

 This problem kept happening. The 
violent acceleration required by our 
slight-of-hand periodically popped open 
the Industrial Rail couplers. A fix was in 
order. I could have gently tightened the 
armature screws, or I could delicately 
bend the plates upward. What I actually 
did was wrap a couple of turns of solid-
core 18-gauge copper wire over each and 
every coupler in the train and tighten the 
wire until the armature was crushed into 
the coupler shank and definitely not going 
anywhere. Then I smeared the copper 
wire with a black paint marker. Viola!

 In retrospect, I should have run over 
to the local home-improvement store and 
bought a packet of its thinnest, smallest, 
black-colored electrical zip ties. These 
could have been snugged up to prevent 
coupler opening and snipped off to return 
the coupler to its original configuration.

Industrial Rail couplers would uncouple in one of the tunnels on the O gauge North Pole & Industrial Rail couplers would uncouple in one of the tunnels on the O gauge North Pole & Industrial Rail couplers would uncouple in one of the tunnels on the O gauge North Pole & Industrial Rail couplers would uncouple in one of the tunnels on the O gauge North Pole & 

South Western, a project layout built by the editors of Classic Toy Trains back in 1999. Carl 

Swanson resorted to using wire to secure the couplers together. 
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1046 S Main St., Greensburg, PA

www.bradystrains.com
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LIONEL 2633810 CONRAILVISION GP40-2 #1776

LIONEL 2633810 WESTERNPACIFIC VISION GP40-2 #1776
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Visit our website, give us a call or stop in to your  

local dealer and ask for GarGraves Track Products.

GarGraves Trackage Corp.

8967 Ridge Road

North Rose, NY 14516

315-483-6577

email gargraves@gargraves.com
www.GarGraves.com

We have been manufacturing track, switches, operating  

and special tracks for 80 years.

Look no further, GarGraves has what you need for your model railroad empire!

1-800-541-7010   e-mail: ORDERS@TRAINWORLD.COM
725 MCDONALD AVE, BROOKLYN, NY 11218
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 What I did wasn’t a repair at all. But it 
worked flawlessly, train show after train 
show and – because I salvaged the cars 
when the layout was eventually disman-
tled – they still run perfectly well to this 
day, provided you don’t mind lifting the 
cars to uncouple them!

ADDITIONAL READING

• The construction of the desert sec-
tion of the North Pole & South Western 
was profiled in “Easy desert layout tips” in 
the May 1999 issue.

• The North Pole scene, featuring 
Marx Trains and Department 56 build-
ings, appeared in “Planning CTT’s holiday 
layout” in the December 1999 issue. 

• Ray L. Plummer’s comprehensive 
guide to the history and repair of postwar 
and modern knuckle couplers can be 
found in the February 1998 CTT.

Smoke over the Hudson

Q
Around the year 2000, I bought an 

Q
Around the year 2000, I bought an 

QO gauge Lionel No. 18082 New York 

Central 4-6-4 steam locomotive. It 

never smoked much if at all. I finally 

opened it up and found wires interfering 

with the smoke plunger. I tried to move the 

wire with some success, but the smoke 

unit never worked that well. Sometimes it 

would smoke if the power was cranked up, 

which wouldn’t help because then the 

locomotive would be moving too fast. Is 

there a way to upgrade the smoke unit? — 

Joe Murphy

A 
Lionel released a stable of steam 
locomotives in the late 1990s that A locomotives in the late 1990s that A combined good looks, solid opera-

tion, and, often, anemic smoke units. The 
unit requires periodic doses of Lionel (or 
compatible) smoke fluid to function; four 
to eight drops of fluid in the stack is all 
that are needed. More fluid is definitely 
not better, but it’s just as important not to 
let it run dry. The smoke unit’s heating 
element or its fiberglass wick could be 
damaged if it's operated without fluid. 

As I recall, the Hudson doesn’t really 
smoke while stopped and smokes only 
modestly at speed. Smoke output never 
seems to reach a point where it’s advisable 
to crack a window in the train room. A 
heavy train in tow would help with smoke 
production. If your Hudson’s smoke unit 

went dry at some point in the past quar-
ter-century, replacing the smoke unit 
might help. It’s a bit of a project and one 
that requires a decent comfort level with 
disassembly and reassembly. Bottom line: 
even if it runs like new afterward, it still 
may not be a noticeably terrific smoker.

 I was unable to find an exploded-view 
parts diagram of this specific locomotive. 
Talking to a knowledgeable parts supplier 
(check the ads in Classic Toy Trains) is a 
necessity here.

ADDITIONAL READING

Ray L. Plummer’s step-by-step article 
on repairing Lionel’s postwar smoke units 
can be found online by visiting https://
www.trains.com/ctt/how-to/restoration-
repair/repairing-lionels-smoke-units/

Q
Does anyone still make smoke pel-

lets that I can use safely in my Lio-

nel No. 736 steam locomotive and 

tender from back in the 1950s? — Spencer 

Arden

A
Original Lionel SP Pellets can still 
be purchased at toy train and 
online auctions and larger toy 

train shows. Reproductions are available 
from dealers. You can visit Brasseur Elec-
tric Train Repair at brasseurelectrictrain 
repair.com to order reproduction pellets.

Trestles for Lionel drawbridge

Q
I picked up a Lionel No. 2317 Oper-

ating Drawbridge at a local train 

show. Unfortunately, six of the tres-

tles were missing. What are the sizes of 

these trestles? — Louis Leppert

A
You need the three shortest piers in 
any Lionel Graduated Trestle Set. 
Specifically, they are “I,” “J,” and 

“K.” Of course, you’ll need two of each.

Adding insulated track sections

Q
Is there a way to use insulated 

track sections to directly control Qtrack sections to directly control Qcrossing gates and different sig-

nals but with fixed voltage so they aren’t 

reliant on the track voltage? I’ve found that 

my Lionel Cab1 remote-control base and 

180-watt PowerMaster don’t interfere with 

insulated track sections! — James Huff

A
If you want constant voltage going 
to accessories controlled by insu-
lated rails, it’s best to use a single 

transformer for both. That way the 
ground path is easier to keep straight. 
Your transformer should have either 
fixed-voltage binding posts (Lionel Nos. 
1033 and 1044 and Types KW, RW, and 
TW are a few) or variable-voltage posts 
(Lionel Types V, VW, Z, and ZW).

Wire the U, or Common, post to the 
outside rail and whatever you’re using for 
the train control to the center rail. Attach 
the fixed-voltage post to one of your 
accessory wire clips and the other clip to 
the control rail of the insulated section.

Lionel KW/ZW Diode clarification

In the Summer 2026 issue, page 53, 
you posted my discovery of a diode orien-
tation error in the Lionel Service Manual
schematic for KW and ZW transformers. 
One key detail was missing.

The NTE5944 I used is a “cathode to 
case” diode. You may find it easier to use 
an “anode to case” diode, such as the 
NTE5991. The mounting of an anode to 
case diode will adapt easier to the existing 
structure of the transformer. 

Because I used a cathode to case diode, 
I was forced to go through a mounting 
“maze” to obtain the proper diode orien-
tation. — Jim Moritz

Lionel released this No. 28007 in 1999, the same year as Joe Murphy’s No. 18082. CTT photo
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Then in 1952, when I was five years 
old, my brother Bill was seven, and my 
brother Bob was nine, Dad purchased sev-
eral American Flyer S gauge trains from a 
local hobby shop. He picked Flyer because 
it was more realistic — operating on two 
rails instead of three.

There was a room in the basement of 

MEMORIES OF AN S GAUGE BOYHOOD

STORY BY JIM KOTTKAMP

our family home that was perfect for a 
train layout. The pitch to my frugal 
mother was that the model trains would 
provide wonderful opportunities for the 
three of us to learn about electricity, con-
struction, and teamwork. My brothers and 
I were excited about the layout, which we 
saw as a real running railroad. 

RAILROAD EMPIRE
Dad had bought us a railroad empire! Our 
steam locomotives included a Royal Blue 
streamlined 4-6-2 Pacific and a regular 
Pacific, along with a 4-6-4 Hudson. We 
had only one diesel, but it was a beauty. 
Yes, I’m talking about Santa Fe Alco A and 
B units in the famous warbonnet paint 
scheme, along with a full passenger train.

When it came to freight cars, our roster 
consisted of at least one of every type the 
A.C. Gilbert Co. had in S gauge. Topping it 
off, there were three illuminated cabooses.

There was no limit to imagination in 
our basement! Our engine facility had a 
water tank and Seaboard coaling station 

’ve had a love affair with railroads my entire life! It began for my 
two older brothers and me in Kirkwood, Mo., a suburb of St. Louis, 
where we grew up. After church on Sunday, our father would park 
the car next to the Missouri Pacific RR tracks. The show was on! 

Kirkwood was on the crest of a hill, and we watched westbound and 
eastbound trains.

e e  
e  

e
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for the steamers. The long main line with 
electric switches for the passing sidings 
enabled us to run three trains at a time.

An elevated main line passed through 
mountains made out of papier-mâché and 
had girder bridges to pass over level 
tracks. Trains could stop at two passenger 
stations, One was a classic “talking sta-
tion,” with a voice calling out “All aboard!” 
The other had an extended passenger plat-
form filled with passengers waiting to 
board on their journey.

Dad had constructed a realistic town 
with houses, stores, a fire station, a city 
hall, and a church — all built out of card-
board. Commercial miniature streetlights 
lined the avenues. The two principal 
streets featured railroad grade crossings 
with flashing lights.

An American Flyer logging accessory 
allowed my brothers and me to use a crane 
to load and remove timber. The cattle 
accessory supplied cattle for the town or 
loaded them on a stockcar for delivery 
elsewhere. An added bit of realism was the 
rotary beacon whose green and red lights 
stood out when we had “night running.”

Dual railroad crossings mandated safe 
control of trains to avoid collisions. My 
brothers and I spent hundreds of hours, 
not playing trains, but in our minds run-
ning a real railroad.

STILL STRONG
My brothers and I maintained interest in 
the S gauge railroad until Bob and Bill 
entered junior high school. I, however, 
never lost my fascination with full-size 

trains and model railroading. Just the 
opposite, as I continued building layouts 
in many other scales.

Along the way, I have made any num-
ber of wonderful friends, some of whom 
served as mentors to guide me with my 
modeling. I think especially of Bill 
Clouser, who had a world-class interurban 
layout and build models for the Smithson-
ian Institution, yet he was always willing 
to share advice and insights with me and 
other hobbyists he knew.

My focus these days is a garden railway 
that continues to keep me challenged. It 
culminates a lifetime of enjoyment with 
model trains, encouraged by my parents 
and shared with my two brothers as we 
grew up and discovered the joys of our 
American Flyer trains. 

Besides S gauge trains, the Kottkamp brothers were involved with scouting 

during their youth. The three of them once posed for a picture their family 

used for a Christmas card.
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Lionel Legacy 0-8-0 steam locomotive

T
he 0-8-0 was a United 
States Railway Admin-
istration (USRA) desig-

nated class locomotive devel-
oped during World War I. The 
USRA 0-8-0 was built as a 
heavy, low-speed switcher, for 
use in a variety of settings 
from hump yards to large 
industrial settings. The 0-8-0 
also had decent traction power 
to run short mainline freight.

Production began in 1918, 
and by 1920 175 units had 
been built for more than 20 
railroads. After the end of the 
war, 1,000 more 0-8-0 loco-
motives were built. 

Even after the USRA was 
dissolved, the 0-8-0 continued 
production, with approxi-
mately 2,800 total units built 
overall. There’s one remaining 
USRA variation of the 0-8-0, 
Republic Steel Corp. No. 285, 
currently at the Kentucky 
Railroad Museum in New 
Haven, Ky. Other non-USRA 
units survived as well.

2631200), New York Central 
(No. 2631210), Republic Steel 
(No. 2631220), Rutland (No. 
2631230), Southern Ry. (No. 
2631240), and Aliquippa & 
Southern (No. 2631250). 

The model featured in this 
review is a custom run by the 
Metropolitan Division of the 
Train Collectors Association 
(No. 2631680), still available 
on their website as of July 
2026. — Chris Montagna

Get more O gauge action on 
the Chris’s Trains & Things 
channel on YouTube.

app, or Bluetooth. Since it is a 
switching engine, Lionel has 
outfitted it with a front and 
rear ElectroCoupler. 

Programming controls are 
located under the removable 
coal load. While this locomo-
tive comes with standard 
sounds, including a variation 
of bells and whistles, it’s the 
amount of features Lionel has 
packed into a small frame that 
makes it one of the best mod-
els for the money. 

Lionel cataloged six 0-8-0 
variations in its catalog, 
including M-K-T (No. 

OUT OF THE BOX
With an overall length of just 
over 18 inches, this Lionel 
model is slightly oversized for 
1:48 scale by approximately 
about 1½". This model navi-
gates O-31 curves, so it can 
run on the smallest layouts. It 
includes a number of features, 
such as a fan-driven smoke 
unit, whistle steam, and even a 
swinging bell. 

The engine features a teth-
ered drawbar. By tethering the 
tender and the locomotive, the 
model has a greater electrical 
footprint on the track, pre-
venting it from losing power if 
it were to pass over a dead sec-
tion of rail. By tethering the 
tender and engine, the engi-
neers at Lionel are also able to 
place the computer boards in 
the tender, freeing space in the 
boiler for the smoking whistle 
and swinging bell mechanics. 

This model can be run 
conventionally, with a TMCC 
remote, Legacy Remote, Cab3 

LIONEL LEGACY 0-8-0 STEAM LOCOMOTIVE 

(NO. 2631680)

Features: TMCC, Legacy, or conventional control; Bluetooth 

control; whistle steam; O-31 operation; swinging bell; control 

switches under coal load

Road names: Aliquippa & Southern, M-K-T, Nickel Plate Road, 

New York Central, Republic Steel, Rutland, Southern Ry.

MSRP: $999.99

Website: lionel.com
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T
he Dino Express, an O 
gauge 34-piece train set 
from Menards, offers 

fun, sound, laughs, and roars 
for every person who enjoys 
electric trains. No matter what 
your age or experience in the 
hobby, you’ll love it.

How can I be so sure? 
Because I just finished a week 
with my two grandsons, ages 7 
and 5, and we played with the 
Dino Express every day. I 
watched as they easily grasped 
how to run the locomotive 
using a battery-powered hand-
held controller and then pro-
ceeded to put the train 
through all its motions.

DIVERSE CONTENTS 
The cardboard box features 
exciting illustrations of the 
contents as well as text 
describing what’s packed 
inside and how everything 
should be used. The train, 
curved and straight O gauge 

Menards Dino Express Train Set

MENARDS DINO EXPRESS TRAIN SET  

(NO. 2759498)

Features: diesel locomotive; two gondolas; one hopper car; 

15 toy dinosaurs; chaser vehicle (not shown); tubular track; 

remote control; 18-volt wall wart power supply

MSRP: $299.99

Website: menards.com/trains

track, battery-powered con-
troller (requires three AAA 
batteries, not included), bat-
tery-powered speeder 
(requires one AA battery, not 
included), and box with 15 
colorful dinosaur figurines fill 
the Styrofoam liner.

Let’s start with the four-
piece train. The 13-inch-long 
locomotive has the chassis of a 
diesel but the body shell of a 
carnivore from the Jurassic 
Age. The mouth boasts sharp 
teeth. The piercing eyes have 
red light-emitting diodes. 
Orange lights illuminate the 
horns and spines on the beast. 
The effect is fantastic, espe-
cially in the dark.

There are two dinosaur-
oriented gondolas and a hop-
per topped with a plastic load 
labeled “Dino Kibble.” Every-
thing went together in a snap, 
and my grandsons quickly 
assembled the train and put it 
on the track.

The sections of Menards O 
gauge tubular track form an 
oval that measures 36 x 56 
inches. Only with a few of the 
pieces did I need to use a 
scratch awl to widen the holes 
so the track fit together to pro-
vide a smooth fit. Track is 
compatible with Lionel and 
K-Line tubular and MTH 
RealTrax, but needs transition 
sections for Lionel FasTrack. 

OPERATION 
Handling the Dino Express is 
so simple, even a caveman can 
do it! You just plug in the wire 
leading from a special straight 
section and flick the switch on 
the side of the controller. Red 
lights burst forth, and the 
locomotive is ready to spring.

Turning the lever on the 
throttle to the right makes the 
big green monster move for-
ward. Shifting the lever back 
to the center and then to the 
left shifts it into reverse. The 
controller is programmed so 
the speed of the train never 
exceeds what is necessary to 

keep the Dino Express on the 
metal three-rail tracks — 
much to the dismay of my two 
little speed demons!

Also on the controller are 
three buttons that multiply the 
fun of the set. Press one, and 
the locomotive emits a loud 
and terrifying roar. Press 
another, and you hear the 
most ominous music possible. 

Finally — and the favorite 
of every middle-aged father 
plus doting grandfathers like 
me — is the button labeled 
“Jokes.” Pressing it once brings 
the start of a riddle: “What do 
you call someone who puts 
their right hand in the mouth 
of a T-Rex?” Wait a bit and 
press it again to get the 
groaner of an answer, “Lefty!”

FURTHER EVOLUTION 
The Dino Express capitalizes 
on the passion kids feel about 
dinosaurs to motivate an 
interest in toy trains. Menards 
should build on the Dino 
Express with accessories and 
operating cars. — Roger CarpCody Grivno photos
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STATUE OF LIBERTY ILLUMINATED BOXCAR 

NO. 2628500

Features: Illumination on both sides; die-cast trucks with 

operating couplers; O-27 operation

MSRP: $159.99

Website: lionel.com

T
he United States of 
America celebrated its 
Semiquincentennial on 

July 4, 2026. I was delighted 
that Lionel sent CTT for 
review a sample of the Statue 
of Liberty Illuminated Boxcar, 
a product from its America 
250 line.

OUT OF THE BOX
The boxcar is Lionel’s stan-
dard issue, which I’ve covered 
in detail before (see the Dis-
ney D23 boxcar review 
online.) The car weighs 14.4 
oz, about 2 oz. more than a 
plain boxcar. Underneath, 

you’ll find an on/off switch for 
the lighting.

The graphics show the 
Statue of Liberty with New 
York City skyscrapers in the 
distance. The door has the 
first few lines of the sonnet 
“The New Colossus” by Emma 
Lazarus, the poem etched into 
a brass plaque at the base of 
the statue. The right side 
shows a closeup of Lady Lib-
erty with her torch. The roof 
and ends are red plastic.

ON THE TRACK
While this is an attractive box-
car on its own, the magic hap-

pens when you apply 
power to the track. Quot-
ing Lionel Product Manager 
Cody Harwell from an inter-
view I conducted, “There’s a 
hidden panel in the boxcar 
that is backlit. This allows 
only the areas that we specify 
to illuminate.” Sure enough, 
the statue’s torch and head-
piece light up on both sides of 
the boxcar! Very cool! Toy 
train technology has sure 
come a long way. 

I realize I’m being very nit-
picky here, but I wish the 
lighting appeared on the 
entire side panel, perhaps a 
tiny light where the torch is in 
the backed-off photo, and 
maybe a starry sky. Perhaps 
Lionel could add fireworks in 
the sky too? I’d love to see a 
second version of this boxcar 
with these additions.

A small note: you’ll notice 
a slight buzzing sound when 

Lionel Statue of Liberty Illuminated Boxcar

•• REVIEWS

power to the track. Quot-
ing Lionel Product Manager 
Cody Harwell from an inter-

the boxcar is illuminated. It 
didn’t bother me; in fact, it 
sounded rather nostalgic (a bit 
like a postwar locomotive 
buzzing). When you’re run-
ning a train, you likely won’t 
even notice it.

Like other Lionel boxcars 
I’ve reviewed, this one worked 
great on our in-house Fas-
Track layout. It coupled to 
other pieces of rolling stock 
without a problem. With a 
recommended O-27 curve 
radius for operation, it will 
work on most layouts.

This boxcar has a nice 
“wow” factor, especially when 
the lights are out. If you’re 
building a patriotic train or 
hosting an event, you’ll want 
to order one of these for your 
fleet. — Rene Schweitzer

Cody Grivno photos
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Atlas O Premier flatcar with trailers

A
tlas O has released a 
flatcar with 20-foot 
trailers as part of the 

Premier line. You might rec-
ognize the tooling; it was once 
owned by MTH.

Our review sample is prod-
uct No. 3002598 in 3-rail, 
Strates Shows No. 26. Strates 
Shows Inc., based in Orlando, 
Fla., has a history dating to 
1932, when James E. Strates 
purchased Southern Tier 
Shows and renamed it James 
E. Strates Shows. It still oper-
ates today.

OUT OF THE BOX
The flatcar has a nice heft to it, 
weighing 14.8 ounces. With 
the trailers, the total weight is 

out, which uses Lionel Fas-
Track. It navigated curves and 
turnouts smoothly. The cou-
plers performed well, and 
overall performance of the car 
was smooth and even. Atlas O 
recommends O-31 curves for 
the best operation.

Atlas offers three versions 
of this flatcar, each with differ-
ent trailer designs. In addition, 
Atlas is taking preorders on 
their website for an 89'-4" flat-
car with Strates Shows trailers 
(Nos. 3001966 and 3001967), 
if you wish to build a Strates 
circus train.

If you like flatcars with 
trailers, circus trains, colorful 
paint schemes, or are inter-
ested in carnival history, check 
out these flatcars. — Rene

Thanks to Mont Switzer 
and Cody Grivno for their 
assistance with terminology 
and research. 

were based on any prototypes. 
I reached out to Steve Wood-
ward, a member of Atlas’ 
Research & Development 
team, and he confirmed this, 
saying, The [paint scheme] 
more or less captures the fla-
vor of the designs and colors 
used on the carnival wagons.” 

The trailers’ underside 
details caught my eye. The 
tires, including the spare, are 
made from rubber. The rubber 
mudflaps are a nice touch too. 

To attach the trailers to the 
flatcar, line up the hitch on the 
trailer’s front underside with 
the hole in the fifth-wheel 
hitch. It’s nice that the trailers 
are removable, should you 
wish to add a different trailer 
or remove them to create a 
scene on your layout.

ON THE TRACK
The Atlas O flatcar performed 
flawlessly on our in-house lay-

1 lb., 6.3 ounces. Assuming 
this is a 50-foot flatcar, it 
should measure 12.5" inches 
in 1:48 scale. The car is over-
sized at 14⅝" inches long.

The body of the flatcar is 
made from injection-molded 
plastic. On top of the deck, 
you’ll find molded decking 
with wood-grain detail, four 
wheel chocks (with a black 
steel tread plate), and two 
fifth-wheel hitches. Take care 
when handling the hitches, as 
they feel a bit fragile.

The underbody includes 
crossties that fit between the 
center sills. The air reservoir is 
part of the casting. You’ll also 
notice a brake cylinder, a con-
trol valve, brake rods, and 
related pipes.

The colorful trailers are 
nicely done. The paint is crisp 
and neatly applied, except for 
a few tiny areas around the 
clearance lights. They appear 
to be models of an early Frue-
hauf trailer from the 
1910s-1930s, based on proto-
type photos I found online. 
The trailers are approximately 
6" long, which is about 1" too 
long in 1:48 scale.

I couldn’t find evidence 
that the trailers’ paint schemes 

ATLAS O PREMIER FLATCAR W/TWO 20-FOOT 

TRAILERS (NO. 3002598)

Features: Die-cast metal trucks and couplers; two removable 

20-foot trailers, O-31 operation

MRSP: $99.95

Website: shop.atlasrr.com

Cody Grivno photo
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Schedule of Events

FL, OCALA: Lions Bi-Annual Train Show.  First Christian 
Church, 1908 E. Fort King St., Ocala, FL 34471.  Saturday, 
November 7, 2026, 9:00am-2:00pm.  Model tra ins, 
accessories, detail parts and toys.  Admission $5.00, children 
12 and under free w/paid adult.  Bring two canned goods and 
receive $1.00 of f admission.  Food/snacks avai lable.  
Information: Bob 352-694-6381  or cell  352-547-0938

MI, BELLEVILLE: Rails on Wheels & Division 6-NMRA’s 
North Central Region, presents the Southeast Michigan 
Model Railroad Show and Sale.  November 22, 2026, 
10am-3pm.  Early Bird 9am.  New Location: Wayne County 
Community College’s Ted Scott Campus; 9555 Haggerty Rd., 
Zip: 48111.  Admission: $6, Early Bird $10.  Operating Layouts, 
LEGO layout, Vendors, Clinics. Contact: John Young,   
517-449-9063, cdjhyoung@yahoo.com

MI, EAST LANSING: Lansing Model Railroad Club Show 
and Sale.  Farm Bureau Michigan State University Pavilion.  
Sunday, November 8, 2026, 10:00am-4:00pm.  Admission 
$8.00, 12 and under free.  Michigan’s largest train show: 
layouts, demonstrations and 500+ tables.  Free parking.  Flyer, 
table forms and map  ht tp://www.lmrc.org  or  cal l  
John Hartmann  517-290-8948

MN, ST. CLOUD: GRANITE CITY TRAIN SHOW AND 
SALE.  River’s Edge Convention Center, 10 4th Ave S, St. 
Cloud, MN 56301.  Saturday, November 14, 2026.  
9:00am-3:00pm.  $6.00, Kids 10 and under FREE.  Buy/sell 
model/toy trains, books, videos, rai lroad collectibles. 
Operating model and toy train displays.  Win a LIONEL train 
set!  612-558-6484; GraniteCityTrainShow@gmail.com  or visit  
www.GraniteCityTrainShow.com

MO, JOPLIN: Joplin History & Mineral Museum Model Train 
Show and Swap Meet.  Saturday, November 21, 2026, 
9am-3pm.  In Schifferdecker Park, 504 South Schifferdecker 
Ave., Joplin, MO 64801.  Admission: $5 adult, 12 and under 
admitted free with paid adult.  Swap Tables $20 each.  
Contact:  Gar y Pot ter at  405 -541- 0162, or ema i l   
JoplinMRR@gmail.com

MO, ST. LOUIS: 35th Annual Greater St. Louis Metro Area 
Train Show sponsored by Mississippi Valley N Scalers.  NEW 
LOCATION Saturday only!  Kirkwood Community Center, 111 
S. Geyer Road, Kirkwood, MO 63122.  Saturday, October 3, 2026, 
10am-4pm.  Admission: $10, kids 12 and under FREE!  All 
s c a l e s ,  s w a p  t a b l e s ,  l a y o u t s !   F r e e  p a r k i n g .   
David Johnson, 636-225-2405,  https://mvns.railfan.net

NC, RALEIGH: Neuse River Valley Model RR Club 42nd 
ANNUAL FALL TRAIN SHOW; DATES: November 7-8,   
Sat 9-5; Sun 10-4.  Graham Building at NC State Fairgrounds.  
500+ vendor tables, 16 operating layouts.  Display your 
models at our Craftsman’s Showcase.  Admission: $10 covers 
both days, children 12 and under free with adult.  Visit   
www.nrvclub.net

NH, DOVER: The Great Northern New England Train Show.  
Dover Lodge of Elks #184, 282 Durham Road, Dover, NH 
03820.  Saturday, October 31, 2026, 10:00am-3:00pm.  
Admission: $5 per person, children under 12 free.  Exhibitor 
tables $35, includes entrance fee.  All scales, operating layout, 
railroadiana items, and food on premises.  Contact Ed Martin, 
efmenter@aol.com  or  603-362-4300

NJ, BRICK: ECTP and Collectibles LLC presents The Brick 
Train Show.  Elks Lodge, 2491 Hooper Avenue, Brick, NJ 
08723.  Sunday, November 1, 2026, 9:00am-2:00pm.  
Admission: $7.00; under 12 free with adult.  John LaLima  
732-845-5966.  Go to  www.eastcoasttrainparts.com  and 
click on The Brick Show.

NJ, EAST RUTHERFORD: METCA/NYSME All Gauge 
Train Show.  October 10, 2026.  St. Joseph’s School,  
120 Hoboken Road, East Rutherford, NJ 07073.  9am-2pm. 
METCA/NYSME members admitted free at 8am, public at 
9am.  Admission: $5.00 per person 16 and up.  Layouts, 
refreshments, and door prizes.  For tables and information, 
contact the NYSME Office at  201-939-9212  or email:  
contact@modelengineers.org

NJ, TOMS RIVER: ECTP and Collectibles LLC presents 
the Toms River Toy & Train Show.  Elks Lodge, 600 Washington 
St., Toms River, NJ 08753.  Sunday, October 4, 2026, 
9:00am-2:00pm.  Admission: $7.00; under 12 free with adult.  
John LaLima  732-845-5966. Go to  www.eastcoasttrainparts.com  
and click on Toms River Show.

NJ, WAYNE: ECTP and Collectibles LLC presents The 
Wayne Train Show.  P.A.L. Hall, 1 Pal Drive, Wayne, NJ 07470.  
Sunday, September 27, 2026, 9:00am-2:00pm.  Admission: 
$7.00; under 12 free with adult.  John LaLima  732-845-5966. 
Go to  www.eastcoasttrainparts.com  and click on The Wayne Show.

NJ, WAYNE: ECTP and Collectibles LLC presents The 
Wayne Train Show.  P.A.L. Hall, 1 Pal Drive, Wayne, NJ 07470.  
Sunday, November 22, 2026, 9:00am-2:00pm.  Admission: 
$7.00; under 12 free with adult.  John LaLima  732-845-5966. 
Go to  www.eastcoasttrainparts.com  and click on The Wayne Show.

NY, LINDENHURST: Long Island Classic Train Show/Swap 
Meet.  Fireman’s Memorial Park, 555 Heling Blvd. (north of 
Hartford St.), Lindenhurst, NY 11757.  September 13, 2026, 
November 8, 2026, January 3, 2027 and February 7, 2027.  
8:30am-1:00pm.  Adults $5.00, under 16 free w/adult.  100+ 
tables.  Handicap accessible.  Contact: John Mitchell   
917- 5 9 6 - 3 49 4  o r   J o h n  M i a t a   516 - 35 3 -1751.   
Email:  LIClassicTrainShow@hotmail.com

OH, COSHOCTON: Inaugural Coshocton Train Show, 
Coshocton County Career Center, 23640 Airport Rd., 
Saturday, October 17, 2026.  Hours 10am–3pm.  70+ vendor 
tables starting at $15/table.  All scales.  $5 Admission; kids 12 
and under FREE.  Food available by donation.  FREE Parking.  
Proceeds benefit Coshocton Model Railroad Club - Open 
House at 2pm.  Info: 330-473-7466;  coshoctontrainshow.com 
- Sponsored by LANSON TRAINS

OH, DAYTON: 50th Original Dayton Train Show.  The New 
Montgomery County Fairgrounds, 645 Inf irmary Road, 
Dayton, OH 45417.  November 7 & 8, 2026.  Saturday 
11am-5pm and Sunday 11am-4pm.  Admission: $10.00 per 
adult, children 12 and under free with paid adult.  PO Box 
341233, Beavercreek, OH 45434, 937-424-6413.  Email:  
NMRA.Div.3@gmail.com or visit:  www.DaytonTrainShow.com  
for updates.

OK, GREATER TULSA AREA Holiday Train Show.  
December 5, 2026.  Saturday 9am-3pm.  Admission:  
$10/adult, 12 and under free w/paid adult.  Rhema Ninowski 
Recreation Center, 1367 East 71st South, Broken Arrow, OK  
74012.  Operating Layouts, Door Prizes, Concessions.  Kids 
train set giveaway Saturday between noon and 1pm.  Over 100 
vendor tables.  Presented by Heartland Toy Train Association.  
www.HeartlandToyTrains.org

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

This section is open to anyone who wants to sell or buy toy trains 
merchandise, or promote an event. CLASSIC TOY TRAINS reserves the right 
to edit undesirable copy or to refuse listing. Prepayment prior to or by Ad 
Closing Date is required. We accept payments by securely storing your Visa, 
MasterCard, American Express, or Discover card information.

Word Rate per issue: 1 insertion – $1.06 per word, 4 insertions – 92¢ per 
word. $35 minimum order per issue.  Payment must accompany the ad. To 
receive the discount you must order and prepay for all ads at one time. Count 
all initials, single numbers, groups of numbers (i.e. 4-6-4 or K4’s), names, 
address number, street number each as one word. Example: R. Meister, 400 
E Depot Ave., Waukesha, WI 53187 would count as 9 words.

Events Rate: $45 per issue (55 word maximum). Ads will contain the 
following information about the event: state, city, sponsoring organization 
and name of event, meet, auction or show, dates, location, times, admission 
fee, name and/or telephone number and/or email of person to contact for 
information. Name, daytime telephone number and street address of the 
person providing the information is also required but need not be included in 
the ad. Unless otherwise requested, ads will be published in the issue month 
that the event occurs in. Additional months are available at the $45 per issue 
fee. Please specify issue date(s).

All copy is set in standard 6 point type. First several words only set in bold 
face. If possible, ads should be sent typewritten and categorized to ensure 
accuracy.

For CTT’s private records, please furnish a telephone number and when 
using a P.O. Box in your ad, a street address.

EMAIL YOUR ADS TO: classads@firecrown.com, 
Classic Toy Trains — Classified Advertising Classic Toy Trains — Classified Advertising Classic Toy Trains
Phone: 414-600-9285. 

(716) 830-5267 millhouseriverstudio.com

Quality  Products  Made  in   USA!
Turntables & Transfer Tables 

 

Coal Loaders, Dumpers & 

Working Coal Conveyors! 

New Roundhouse Kits

TRAINS & MORE, LLC
AF TRAINS & PARTS

AFCC, NASG, TCA, TTCS & TTOS

P.O. Box 1751 • Manchester, CT 06045-1751

860-432-2124 • trainsmore@aol.com

www.trainsmore.com

Lionel®, MTH Trains®

& All Scale Sales,  

Factory Trained  

Service Center, Sales/  

Consignment Services

209 Rosemont Gdn

Lexington, KY 40503

www.berkshiretrains.com

859-694-8144

Ballast   Kits   &   More

 816-252-4605  |  www.brennansmodelrr.com

Subscribe to Classic Toy Trains! 

Visit ClassicToyTrains.com today!

MODEL RAIL SCENES

207-564-0705
www.modelrailscenes.com

CUSTOM LAYOUT

SERVICES

Tinplate Repair Parts, Light Bulbs & Supplies

for Dealers, Collectors and Operators!

SUPER-FLEXIBLE WIRE for pick-up rollers, and…

LIONEL-TYPE
2,3,4,5 and 6-WIRE

FLAT CABLE
WIRE-Plex

      2779 South Church Street 
Suite 167, Burlington, NC 27215

Wire-Plex.com
Phone: (336) 549-0343 • Email: davis@wire-plex.com

 
NEW

PRODUCTS!

®®

Arkansas Traveler Hobbies

Located in the heart of Bald Knob

Visit our historic 1915 MoPac Depot,  Visit our historic 1915 MoPac Depot,  
and Regional Rail Museum

870-692-8273  athtrains@yahoo.com
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All listed events were confirmed as active at the time of press.  

Please contact event sponsor for current status of the event.

All scales G through N, collectibles old & new.
Authorized LGB, Lionel, MTH & Märklin dealer.
All scales G through N, collectibles old & new.
Authorized LGB, Lionel, MTH & Märklin dealer.
All scales G through N, collectibles old & new.

One of the most complete train stores in
Authorized LGB, Lionel, MTH & Märklin dealer.

One of the most complete train stores in
Authorized LGB, Lionel, MTH & Märklin dealer.

So. Calif. UPS worldwide shipper.
One of the most complete train stores in

So. Calif. UPS worldwide shipper.
One of the most complete train stores in

Visit our website at www.trainshack.com
So. Calif. UPS worldwide shipper.

Visit our website at www.trainshack.com
So. Calif. UPS worldwide shipper.

CALIFORNIA • Burbank

THE TRAIN SHACK
1030 N. Hollywood Way 800-572-9929

A full service model train Store! Large
inventory, HO, N, O & O27 Tinplate.

A full service model train Store! Large
inventory, HO, N, O & O27 Tinplate.

A full service model train Store! Large

Books, videos, collectors & gift items.
inventory, HO, N, O & O27 Tinplate.

Books, videos, collectors & gift items.
inventory, HO, N, O & O27 Tinplate.

Repair service.  We buy old toy trains.
Books, videos, collectors & gift items.
Repair service.  We buy old toy trains.
Books, videos, collectors & gift items.

www.westerndepot.com
Repair service.  We buy old toy trains.

www.westerndepot.com
Repair service.  We buy old toy trains.

CALIFORNIA • Yuba City
A full service model train Store! Large

CALIFORNIA • Yuba City
A full service model train Store! Large

THE WESTERN DEPOT
1650 Sierra Ave. #203 530-673-6776

Model Train Thrift Store Open 10-2 Saturdays
Large February Train Show

Model Train Thrift Store Open 10-2 Saturdays
Large February Train Show

Model Train Thrift Store Open 10-2 Saturdays

Model Railroad Classes Offered
Large February Train Show

Model Railroad Classes Offered
Large February Train Show

realrailsales@gmail.com
www.realrail.org

realrailsales@gmail.com
www.realrail.org

realrailsales@gmail.com

FLORIDA • Bradenton

REALRAIL
4908 Lena Rd, Unit 101 941-739-8724

3000 sq. ft. Showroom. Lionel & MTH Dealer
NEW, USED, BUY/SELL * All Gauges N thru G
3000 sq. ft. Showroom. Lionel & MTH Dealer

NEW, USED, BUY/SELL * All Gauges N thru G
3000 sq. ft. Showroom. Lionel & MTH Dealer

Over 9,000 Parts. Repair Services. Trains, Track,
NEW, USED, BUY/SELL * All Gauges N thru G

Over 9,000 Parts. Repair Services. Trains, Track,
NEW, USED, BUY/SELL * All Gauges N thru G

Sets, Scenic Supplies. Mon 1-5, Tue-Sat 10-6
Over 9,000 Parts. Repair Services. Trains, Track,
Sets, Scenic Supplies. Mon 1-5, Tue-Sat 10-6

Over 9,000 Parts. Repair Services. Trains, Track,

www.zitniktrains.com
Sets, Scenic Supplies. Mon 1-5, Tue-Sat 10-6

www.zitniktrains.com
Sets, Scenic Supplies. Mon 1-5, Tue-Sat 10-6

FLORIDA • Tampa Bay - Pinellas Park
3000 sq. ft. Showroom. Lionel & MTH Dealer

FLORIDA • Tampa Bay - Pinellas Park
3000 sq. ft. Showroom. Lionel & MTH Dealer

ZITNIK TRAINS
5193 73rd Ave. N. 727-201-9668

Model train museum and hobby shop
MTH • Atlas • Lionel • scenery supplies
Model train museum and hobby shop

MTH • Atlas • Lionel • scenery supplies
Model train museum and hobby shop

Layout construction help / workshop
MTH • Atlas • Lionel • scenery supplies

Layout construction help / workshop
MTH • Atlas • Lionel • scenery supplies

Club sized 3-rail display layout
Layout construction help / workshop

Club sized 3-rail display layout
Layout construction help / workshop

mrmuf� nstrains.com
Club sized 3-rail display layout

mrmuf� nstrains.com
Club sized 3-rail display layout

INDIANA • Atlanta

MR MUFFIN’S TRAINS
177 West Main 765-292-2022

MTH, K-Line, Williams, Lionel, Gargraves,
New & Used, Authorized MTH & Lionel Service

MTH, K-Line, Williams, Lionel, Gargraves,
New & Used, Authorized MTH & Lionel Service

MTH, K-Line, Williams, Lionel, Gargraves,

Center. Mon - Sat 10-5; Sun 11-4
New & Used, Authorized MTH & Lionel Service

Center. Mon - Sat 10-5; Sun 11-4
New & Used, Authorized MTH & Lionel Service

skippertim99@gmail.com
Center. Mon - Sat 10-5; Sun 11-4

skippertim99@gmail.com
Center. Mon - Sat 10-5; Sun 11-4

IOWA • Dubuque

CATHY’S TREASURES
Electric RR Dealer/Upgrades 563-590-5318

O, S, HO, N, Z & G Scale
Lionel, MTH, A/F, Märklin, LGB & more!

O, S, HO, N, Z & G Scale
Lionel, MTH, A/F, Märklin, LGB & more!

O, S, HO, N, Z & G Scale

New, Used & Vintage. Extensive scenery line.
Lionel, MTH, A/F, Märklin, LGB & more!

New, Used & Vintage. Extensive scenery line.
Lionel, MTH, A/F, Märklin, LGB & more!

Repair, custom work & layouts.
New, Used & Vintage. Extensive scenery line.

Repair, custom work & layouts.
New, Used & Vintage. Extensive scenery line.

www.fredstrainshop.com
Repair, custom work & layouts.

www.fredstrainshop.com
Repair, custom work & layouts.

KANSAS • Overland Park (KC Area)
O, S, HO, N, Z & G Scale

KANSAS • Overland Park (KC Area)
O, S, HO, N, Z & G Scale

FRED’S TRAIN SHOP
10400 W. 103rd St., Ste. 30 913-383-3500

Largest selection of prewar & postwar in
Midwest. Lionel, Am Flyer, Marx, Athearn,
Largest selection of prewar & postwar in

Midwest. Lionel, Am Flyer, Marx, Athearn,
Largest selection of prewar & postwar in

Proto, Atlas, etc.
Midwest. Lionel, Am Flyer, Marx, Athearn,

Proto, Atlas, etc.
Midwest. Lionel, Am Flyer, Marx, Athearn,

Highest price for large collections.
Proto, Atlas, etc.

Highest price for large collections.
Proto, Atlas, etc.

www.TrainTownstl.com
Highest price for large collections.

www.TrainTownstl.com
Highest price for large collections.

MISSOURI • St. Louis

TRAIN TOWN
9836 Manchester Road 314-716-2755

From Z Scale to G Scale We Got You Covered
Open Mon-Sat 11 AM to 5 PM

Buy Online at www.westsidetrains.com
Open Mon-Sat 11 AM to 5 PM

Buy Online at www.westsidetrains.com
Open Mon-Sat 11 AM to 5 PM

Nevadas ONLY Remaining Train Store
Buy Online at www.westsidetrains.com
Nevadas ONLY Remaining Train Store

Buy Online at www.westsidetrains.com

NEVADA • Las Vegas

WESTSIDE TRAINS
2960 S. Durango #117 702-254-9475

Direct dealer for LIONEL and MTH. The largest
train store in northern NJ since 1974!

Direct dealer for LIONEL and MTH. The largest
train store in northern NJ since 1974!

Direct dealer for LIONEL and MTH. The largest

4 Showrooms plus Operating Layout. WE BUY
OLD TRAINS ~ Lionel Service Station #556.

4 Showrooms plus Operating Layout. WE BUY
OLD TRAINS ~ Lionel Service Station #556.

4 Showrooms plus Operating Layout. WE BUY

www.TRAIN-STATION.COM

NEW JERSEY • Mountain Lakes

THE TRAIN STATION
12 Romaine Rd. 973-263-1979

Lionel, MTH & Atlas
Discount Pricing

Lionel, MTH & Atlas
Discount Pricing

Lionel, MTH & Atlas

www.tomstrainsny.com
Discount Pricing

www.tomstrainsny.com
Discount Pricing

Call for hours.
www.tomstrainsny.com

Call for hours.
www.tomstrainsny.com

NEW YORK • Ardsley

TOM’S TRAINS AT ARDSLEY
686 Saw Mill River Road 914-329-0354

Lionel MTH Sales and
Lionel Service Station #144

Monday - Friday 9-5, Saturday 10-4
(Saturday hours October - April only)
Monday - Friday 9-5, Saturday 10-4
(Saturday hours October - April only)
Monday - Friday 9-5, Saturday 10-4

www.gardnerthetraindoctor.com
(Saturday hours October - April only)

www.gardnerthetraindoctor.com
(Saturday hours October - April only)

NEW YORK • North Rose

GARDNER, “THE TRAIN DOCTOR”
8967 Ridge Rd., 1 mi E of 14 315-483-6577

GARDNER, “THE TRAIN DOCTOR”
8967 Ridge Rd., 1 mi E of 14 315-483-6577

GARDNER, “THE TRAIN DOCTOR”

We are your source for O gauge trains &
accessories. We carry MTH, Lionel, Atlas O &

We are your source for O gauge trains &
accessories. We carry MTH, Lionel, Atlas O &

We are your source for O gauge trains &

Gargraves. Authorized MTH Service Center.
accessories. We carry MTH, Lionel, Atlas O &
Gargraves. Authorized MTH Service Center.

accessories. We carry MTH, Lionel, Atlas O &

https://www.e-zcatchworld.com/
Gargraves. Authorized MTH Service Center.

https://www.e-zcatchworld.com/
Gargraves. Authorized MTH Service Center.

e-zcatch@verizon.net
https://www.e-zcatchworld.com/

e-zcatch@verizon.net
https://www.e-zcatchworld.com/

NEW YORK • Staten Island

E-Z CATCH MODEL TRAIN SHOP
5 Tysen St. 718-727-7373

K-Line Superstore, MTH, Lionel. Large
selection of older MTH. First in O gauge.
K-Line Superstore, MTH, Lionel. Large

selection of older MTH. First in O gauge.
K-Line Superstore, MTH, Lionel. Large

In-store layout! Located off I-40. Tues-Sat
selection of older MTH. First in O gauge.
In-store layout! Located off I-40. Tues-Sat
selection of older MTH. First in O gauge.

9:30am-5pm. E-mail: JKonc52032@aol.com
In-store layout! Located off I-40. Tues-Sat

9:30am-5pm. E-mail: JKonc52032@aol.com
In-store layout! Located off I-40. Tues-Sat

www.trainloft.com Celebrating 20 years!
9:30am-5pm. E-mail: JKonc52032@aol.com

www.trainloft.com Celebrating 20 years!
9:30am-5pm. E-mail: JKonc52032@aol.com

NORTH CAROLINA • Winston (Salem)
K-Line Superstore, MTH, Lionel. Large

NORTH CAROLINA • Winston (Salem)
K-Line Superstore, MTH, Lionel. Large

THE TRAIN LOFT
4007B Country Club Rd. 336-760-9817

MTH Service Center. Authorized dealer for
MTH, Lionel, Atlas, Woodland Scenics.

Closed Sun & Mon
MTH, Lionel, Atlas, Woodland Scenics.

Closed Sun & Mon
MTH, Lionel, Atlas, Woodland Scenics.

30 miles west of Cleveland - off State Rte. 20
www.stockyardexpressllc.com

OHIO • Oberlin (W. Cleveland)
MTH Service Center. Authorized dealer for

OHIO • Oberlin (W. Cleveland)
MTH Service Center. Authorized dealer for

STOCKYARD EXPRESS
49293 Plate Rd. 440-774-2131

Full service train shop
Lionel, 3-Rail, American Flyer

Full service train shop
Lionel, 3-Rail, American Flyer

Full service train shop

New-used-buy-consignments
Lionel, 3-Rail, American Flyer
New-used-buy-consignments
Lionel, 3-Rail, American Flyer

T-F 10-6, Sat 10-5, Sun 12-4, Closed Monday
New-used-buy-consignments

T-F 10-6, Sat 10-5, Sun 12-4, Closed Monday
New-used-buy-consignments

www.hobbysmith.com 1-877-284-1912
T-F 10-6, Sat 10-5, Sun 12-4, Closed Monday

www.hobbysmith.com 1-877-284-1912
T-F 10-6, Sat 10-5, Sun 12-4, Closed Monday

OREGON • Portland

THE HOBBY SMITH
1809 NE Cesar Chavez Blvd. 503-284-1912

Your complete model railroad store.
Gauges Z through G.

Your complete model railroad store.
Gauges Z through G.

Your complete model railroad store.

Lionel, MTH, Atlas, K-Line
Gauges Z through G.

Lionel, MTH, Atlas, K-Line
Gauges Z through G.

Mon-Sat 10am-4pm, Closed Sunday
Lionel, MTH, Atlas, K-Line

Mon-Sat 10am-4pm, Closed Sunday
Lionel, MTH, Atlas, K-Line

www.wsor.com

OREGON • Portland

WHISTLE STOP TRAINS
11724 SE Division St. 503-761-1822

The Exclusive model railroad store.
From N to G, we stock it all.

Only minutes from
From N to G, we stock it all.

Only minutes from
From N to G, we stock it all.

Frederick, MD and Gettysburg, PA.
Only minutes from

Frederick, MD and Gettysburg, PA.
Only minutes from

www.mainlinehobby.com
Frederick, MD and Gettysburg, PA.

www.mainlinehobby.com
Frederick, MD and Gettysburg, PA.

PENNSYLVANIA • Blue Ridge Summit
The Exclusive model railroad store.

PENNSYLVANIA • Blue Ridge Summit
The Exclusive model railroad store.

MAINLINE HOBBY SUPPLY
15066 Buchanan Trail E. 717-794-2860

Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, Atlas & MTH
HO, N, ON30, Standard, O & S gauges

Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, Atlas & MTH
HO, N, ON30, Standard, O & S gauges

Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, Atlas & MTH

bought, sold & traded. Auth. service station.
HO, N, ON30, Standard, O & S gauges

bought, sold & traded. Auth. service station.
HO, N, ON30, Standard, O & S gauges

www.nstrains.com
bought, sold & traded. Auth. service station.

www.nstrains.com
bought, sold & traded. Auth. service station.

PENNSYLVANIA • Broomall

NICHOLAS SMITH TRAINS
2343 West Chester Pike 610-353-8585

Authorized Dealer of Lionel, Atlas-O, MTH. N to
G, Track, Remotes, Buildings, Accessories.

Authorized Dealer of Lionel, Atlas-O, MTH. N to
G, Track, Remotes, Buildings, Accessories.

Authorized Dealer of Lionel, Atlas-O, MTH. N to

Buy, Sell, Trade, Repair. Mon-Sat: Noon-6pm
G, Track, Remotes, Buildings, Accessories.

Buy, Sell, Trade, Repair. Mon-Sat: Noon-6pm
G, Track, Remotes, Buildings, Accessories.

5,500+ SqFt. Exclusively Trains! 20,000+ items
Buy, Sell, Trade, Repair. Mon-Sat: Noon-6pm

5,500+ SqFt. Exclusively Trains! 20,000+ items
Buy, Sell, Trade, Repair. Mon-Sat: Noon-6pm

PENNSYLVANIA • Greensburg

BRADY’S TRAIN OUTLET
1046 S. Main Street 724-838-8448

Buy/sell/trade, repair all types of trains.
Giant Lionel village display during

Buy/sell/trade, repair all types of trains.
Giant Lionel village display during

Buy/sell/trade, repair all types of trains.

the holiday season, November - January
Giant Lionel village display during

the holiday season, November - January
Giant Lionel village display during

Call for hours. Email: trainplum@yahoo.com
the holiday season, November - January

Call for hours. Email: trainplum@yahoo.com
the holiday season, November - January

www.undergroundrrshop.com
Call for hours. Email: trainplum@yahoo.com

www.undergroundrrshop.com
Call for hours. Email: trainplum@yahoo.com

PENNSYLVANIA • New Castle

THE UNDERGROUND RR SHOPPE
1906 Wilmington Rd. 724-652-4912

From trains to diecast to scenery, everything
for the layout builder. Open 7 days a week.

From trains to diecast to scenery, everything
for the layout builder. Open 7 days a week.

From trains to diecast to scenery, everything

N, HO, O, Lionel, LGB.
for the layout builder. Open 7 days a week.

N, HO, O, Lionel, LGB.
for the layout builder. Open 7 days a week.

Buy, sell, trade used trains. Located adjacent
N, HO, O, Lionel, LGB.

Buy, sell, trade used trains. Located adjacent
N, HO, O, Lionel, LGB.

to the Choo Choo Barn. www.etrainshop.com
Buy, sell, trade used trains. Located adjacent
to the Choo Choo Barn. www.etrainshop.com
Buy, sell, trade used trains. Located adjacent

PENNSYLVANIA • Strasburg
From trains to diecast to scenery, everything

PENNSYLVANIA • Strasburg
From trains to diecast to scenery, everything

STRASBURG TRAIN SHOP
226 Gap Road 717-687-0464

Lionel, MTH, Atlas O, Ross Custom Switches
GarGraves, Woodland Scenics

Lionel, MTH, Atlas O, Ross Custom Switches
GarGraves, Woodland Scenics

Lionel, MTH, Atlas O, Ross Custom Switches

Please call or visit our website for hours.
GarGraves, Woodland Scenics

Please call or visit our website for hours.
GarGraves, Woodland Scenics

www.cttrains.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Zelienople

CT MCCORMICK HARDWARE
147 S. Main St. 724-452-6130

All scales, all major brands
of model railroad equipment.
All scales, all major brands

of model railroad equipment.
All scales, all major brands

We buy & sell used Lionel trains.
of model railroad equipment.

We buy & sell used Lionel trains.
of model railroad equipment.

Open daily 10-6. Closed Sun.
We buy & sell used Lionel trains.

Open daily 10-6. Closed Sun.
We buy & sell used Lionel trains.

SOUTH CAROLINA • West Columbia

NEW BROOKLAND RR & HOBBY SHOP
405 State Street 803-791-3958

Authorized Lionel Dealer. Pre-War, Post-War &
Modern. Hundreds of rolling stock cars. Large
Authorized Lionel Dealer. Pre-War, Post-War &
Modern. Hundreds of rolling stock cars. Large
Authorized Lionel Dealer. Pre-War, Post-War &

inventory of engines and accessories including
Modern. Hundreds of rolling stock cars. Large
inventory of engines and accessories including
Modern. Hundreds of rolling stock cars. Large

O, HO, & N Scale. Monday - Saturday 10-5
inventory of engines and accessories including

O, HO, & N Scale. Monday - Saturday 10-5
inventory of engines and accessories including

TENNESSEE • Murfreesboro

THOR’S
416-F Medical Center Pkwy. 615-895-6918

Of� cial Lionel Layout Builder Since 2001
Traingineer shop/showroom includes;

Of� cial Lionel Layout Builder Since 2001
Traingineer shop/showroom includes;

Of� cial Lionel Layout Builder Since 2001

Custom Layouts, Modulars, Model Stations,
Traingineer shop/showroom includes;

Custom Layouts, Modulars, Model Stations,
Traingineer shop/showroom includes;

Bridge Kits...come see...there’s always
Custom Layouts, Modulars, Model Stations,

Bridge Kits...come see...there’s always
Custom Layouts, Modulars, Model Stations,

something new!! www.TWTrainWorxStore.com
Bridge Kits...come see...there’s always

something new!! www.TWTrainWorxStore.com
Bridge Kits...come see...there’s always

TEXAS • Dallas

TW TRAINWORX
2808 McGowan St. 214-634-2965

Virtual Railfan hotspot!  60 trains DAILY.
Personal service/repairs/layout ideas. We ship.

Virtual Railfan hotspot!  60 trains DAILY.
Personal service/repairs/layout ideas. We ship.

Virtual Railfan hotspot!  60 trains DAILY.

I-95, EXIT 92, ONLY 1.2 Miles West to tracks.
Personal service/repairs/layout ideas. We ship.
I-95, EXIT 92, ONLY 1.2 Miles West to tracks.

Personal service/repairs/layout ideas. We ship.

Visit our website for store hours:
I-95, EXIT 92, ONLY 1.2 Miles West to tracks.

Visit our website for store hours:
I-95, EXIT 92, ONLY 1.2 Miles West to tracks.

www.trainandtoystore.com

VIRGINIA • Ashland (Richmond)
Virtual Railfan hotspot!  60 trains DAILY.

VIRGINIA • Ashland (Richmond)
Virtual Railfan hotspot!  60 trains DAILY.

TINY TIM’S TOYS & TRAINS
104 S. Railroad Ave. 804-368-0063

Full service storefront & online store. All makes
& scales. New/used trains sales, service, repair

& upgrades. All scales & Digitrax dealer.
& scales. New/used trains sales, service, repair

& upgrades. All scales & Digitrax dealer.
& scales. New/used trains sales, service, repair

Online Sales Visit www.traindepot.biz
& upgrades. All scales & Digitrax dealer.
Online Sales Visit www.traindepot.biz

& upgrades. All scales & Digitrax dealer.

VIRGINIA/MARYLAND • Manassas, VAVIRGINIA/MARYLAND • Manassas, VA

TRAIN DEPOT
7249 Gabe Ct. 703-953-3767

Largest Selection of Trains in the Valley
Buy - Sell - Trade - New & Used Trains
Largest Selection of Trains in the Valley
Buy - Sell - Trade - New & Used Trains
Largest Selection of Trains in the Valley

MTH-Weaver-Williams-Lionel-Atlas-Dept 56
Buy - Sell - Trade - New & Used Trains

MTH-Weaver-Williams-Lionel-Atlas-Dept 56
Buy - Sell - Trade - New & Used Trains

Mon-Fri 10-5, Sat 10-4
MTH-Weaver-Williams-Lionel-Atlas-Dept 56

Mon-Fri 10-5, Sat 10-4
MTH-Weaver-Williams-Lionel-Atlas-Dept 56

www.patstrains.com
Mon-Fri 10-5, Sat 10-4
www.patstrains.com

Mon-Fri 10-5, Sat 10-4

WEST VIRGINIA • Wheeling
Largest Selection of Trains in the Valley

WEST VIRGINIA • Wheeling
Largest Selection of Trains in the Valley

PATRICK’S TRAINS
142 29th Street 304-232-0714

LEADING 

MODEL RETAILERS
Dealer Directory spaces are sold on a year’s  

basis at $142 per year, four issues, (payable 

in advance), or at $40 per issue (billed to 

established accounts for one year minimum). 

Ads will be set in standard format typography. 

All insertions must be consecutive. No mention 

of mail order business permitted. Closing dates 

listed above. 

CLOSING DATES:

Winter 2026 closes October 6

PA, ALLENTOWN: ATMA First Frost Tra in Meet.  
Allentown Fairgrounds Agri-Plex, 1925 W. Chew Street, 
Allentown, PA 18104.  November 14 & 15, 2026.  Saturday 
9am-4pm, Sunday 9am-3pm.  Advance tickets $15, admitted 
at 8am.  At the door, admitted 9am: $10 adults, 12 and under 
FREE with adult ticket purchase.  For more info, visit:   
www.allentowntrainmeet.com  or call  610-442-2859

PA, YORK: The Barry King Memorial Train Show.  Reliance 
Fire Hall, 1341 W. Market St., York, PA 17404.  Mon-Wed, 
October 19-21, 2026.  9am-5pm; Open to the public, free 
admission.  All gauges of trains and vintage toys.  8-ft. tables 
for all 3 days are $60 ea.  For information contact Todd or  
Bev Metcalf, 860-432-2124, or email:  trainsmore@aol.com

TN, LEBANON: TCA Dixie Division, Music City Chapter, 
32nd Annual Christmas Toy Train Show.  Saturday, December 
12, 2026.  9am-3pm CST.  Wilson County Fairgrounds, “Made 
in Tennessee” Building, 945 East Baddour Parkway, Lebanon, 
TN 37087.  Admission: Adults $8 (cash only), Children under 
13 FREE!  Free parking!  Sponsored by the Music City Chapter 
TCA.  For information:  615-417-3094  or  www.dixiedivisiontca.com

VA, FREDERICKSBURG: Rappahannock Model 
Railroaders 29th Annual Christmas Model Train Show, 
December 12-13, 2026.  Operating G, O, S, HO, N, Z and 
LEGO train layouts.  Vendors, Santa, train set raffle and kids 
area.  Saturday 9am-5pm.  Sunday 10am-4pm.  Adults $10.  
Youth 13-17 $5.  Under 13 free.  Eagles Lodge, 21 Cool 
Spr ings Road,  Freder i cksburg ,  VA 22405.   I n fo:   
www.rmrailroaders.com

WA, LONGVIEW: November 21, 2026.  LK&R Model 
Railroad Club presents our 2026 Holiday Model Train and Toy 
Swap Meet.  Cowlitz County Event Center, 1900 7th Ave. 10am-4pm.  
Admission $5.00.  See  https://www.cowlitzeventcenter.com/
contact-event-professionals/  and scroll down for directions.  
Information for vendors and guests, visit:  http://lkrtrains.yolasite.com  
or contact Howard Flick.  360-751-7276, email:  flickh@yahoo.com

WA, SPOKANE: River City Modelers Fall Train Show.  
Spokane Fairgrounds, 404 N. Havana.  Sunday, October 11th, 
9:30am-3:30pm.  Admission: $8 for adults, 12 & under free.  
200+ tables of Railroad-related items for sale, operating 
layouts, Free-MO, Operation Lifesaver & more.  Free Parking.  
For table rental or general info, contact: Shirley Sample,  
509-991-2317  or email:  shirley@busnws.com

WI, MONROE: Green County Model Railroaders 48th 
Annual Model Train Show & Swap Meet.  The Stateline Ice and 
Community Expo, 1632 4th Avenue West, Monroe, WI 53566.  
September 26-27, 2026.  Saturday & Sunday, 10am-4pm.  For 
information contact Kevin Johnson, 608-558-9332, or visit:  
www.gcmrrinc.org

WI, ONALASKA: The 35th Annual Great Tri-State Rail 
Sale.  Onalaska Omni Center, 255 Riders Club Road.  
Saturday, October 24, 2026.  9:00am-3:00pm.  Admission 
$8.00, under 12 free with adult.  300 vendor tables.  All 
Scales; Model, Toy & Antique Trains & Memorabi l ia.  
Information: 4000 Foundation, PO Box 3411, La Crosse, WI 
54602,  608-498-9522.  www.4000foundation.org

S Gauge for Sale

AF TRAINS, PARTS, ACCESSORIES. Vis i t  
www.trainsmore.com or send $4.00 for printed catalog to 
Trains & More, P.O. Box 1751, Manchester, CT 06045-1751.

MASSIVE LIST OF GILBERT AND LIONEL 

AMERICAN FLYER: Updated daily. Original boxed sets, 
engines, cars, accessories, rare paper, catalogs and more, 
including boxed Plasticville, American Flyer and Plasticville 
parts. Buying all Flyer. Send $4.25 postage, Judy Hajash,  
PO Box 5, Augusta, WV 26704-0005.  304-359-2194.

O Gauge For Sale

LIONEL MARX PLASTICVILLE: Big list of boxed sets, 
engines, cars, etc. Rare paper, catalogs, Lionel O, O27 & HO. 
Marx O & HO. Plasticville and Plasticville parts.  Send $3.00 
postage, Judy Hajash, PO Box 5, Augusta, WV 26704-0005. 
304-359-2194.

O Gauge Wanted

ALL ABOARD! TURN YOUR COLLECTION INTO 

CASH, EASY! Save yourself the hassle and get back your 

precious time by selling your collection to Trainz.  No collection 

too large.  Got train parts?  We want them.  We even purchase 

store inventories!  Visit  Sellmytrains.com  to get started or call  

866-285-5840 today.  4195 Industry Way, Flowery Branch, GA 30542

Standard Gauge For Sale

USA TRACK LLC. Traditional tubular tinplate Standard 
Gauge (2-1/8” gauge) toy train track made entirely in the USA. 
Ful ly compatible with v intage Standard Gauge track, 
reproduction Standard Gauge switches and Ross Custom 
Switches. Contact StandardGaugeTrack@gmail.com or visit  
www.StandardGaugeTrack.com

Miscellaneous For Sale

LARGE HO & O GAUGE COLLECTION FOR SALE. 

Engines and Cars.  Majority in original box.  Questions and or 
inventory list, email:  bbtrainsale@gmail.com

LEVENTON HOBBY SUPPLY: We offer American Flyer 
trains and parts for all gauges.  Also, Dorfan decals available.  
For a list, call or send a SASE to PO Box 1525, Chehalis, WA 
98532.  360-748-6236  or  360-269-0152

Miscellaneous Wanted

ALL ELECTRIC SLOT CARS WANTED. Any kind, any 
condition.  Top dollar paid.  Will pay shipping nationwide.  
PAUL at  248-760-6960.  E-mail: slotcarguy@slotcarguy.com

TRAIN COLLECTIONS WANTED. We buy tra in 
collections and can travel to you in the southeast, possibly 
farther depending on the size of the collection.  We specialize 
in larger train collections and estates, small to large, Z to G 
scale.  We have been in business over 13 years and are 
recommended by Charles Siegel of Train City, Inc. Contact us 
by phone or text at  321-480-9276  or email us at  Tflick717@gmail.com

Say you saw their 

directory ad in 

Classic Toy Trains.

C
A

L
IF

O
R

N
IA

 - W
E

S
T

 V
IR

G
IN

IA
                           R

E
TA

IL
 D

IR
E

C
T

O
R

Y

CTT-AD0926_060-061.indd   61 ��������������ɐ$0



Classic Toy Trains

Classic Toy Trains

ON 1 YEAR OF CLASSIC TOY TRAINS MAGAZINE

SAVE
UP 
TO27%

SUBSCRIBE NOW: 

TRAINS.COM/CTT/SUBSCRIBE  TRAINS.COM/CTT/SUBSCRIBE  
CLASSIC TOY TRAINS

SCAN ME!

GET THE APP:

TRAINS.COM/CTT/IOSAPP



Classic Toy Trains

Classic Toy Trains

SAVE 27%

SUBSCRIBE NOW: 

CLASSIC TOY TRAINS

GET THE APP:

TRAINS.COM/CTT/IOSAPP

•• AD INDEX

LED lighting upgrade

Editor Rene Schweitzer loved operating a TCA exclu-

sive Lionel trolley during a recent product review, but 

she was disappointed with the interior lighting. Learn 

how Rene upgraded the lighting and concealed the 

circuit board inside, all for less than $10!

Collecting and appreciating sets

Sets are the foundation of the toy train hobby, and they 

have been for more than a century. Learn more about 

the history of sets and how Senior Editor Roger Carp 

went on a quest to rebuild his childhood Lionel No. 

1561WS steam freight set from 1956.

Locomotives we love

Noted contributor Bill Clark shares his all-tiime favorite 

locomotive, the American Flyer No. 312 Pennsylvania RR 

K5 4-6-2 Pacific. This prized S gauge engine has a place 

of honor in his train room, but still runs on his layout. 

OOO

WE BELIEVE THAT OUR READERS ARE AS IMPORTANT AS OUR ADVERTISERS.

If you do not receive your merchandise or a reply from an advertiser within a reasonable period, please 

contact us with details about your order. Classic Toy Trains magazine, 18650 W. Corporate Dr., Suite 103, 

Brookfield, WI 53045. The Advertiser Index is provided as a service to Classic Toy Trains magazine readers. 

The magazine is not responsible for omissions or for typographical errors in names or page numbers.
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Visit The Trains.com Store today where you’ll �nd a wide variety of valuable products  
curated by the Classic Toy Trains magazine team, including:

• Books covering topics such as price guides, collectible classics, Lionel, toy train 
repair and maintenance, track plans, wiring and more.

• Magazines providing a deep look into high-interest topics.

• Perfect gift ideas for any toy train enthusiast including puzzles, signs, mugs,  
posters and more.

• The best tools available for building and finishing a layout.

• And much more!

Shop Now at

Shop.Trains.com/ToyTrains
Sales tax where applicable. 

Great Products for 
Toy Train Enthusiasts!



Visit The Trains.com Store today where you’ll �nd a wide variety of valuable products  
curated by the Classic Toy Trains magazine team, including:

• Books covering topics such as price guides, collectible classics, Lionel, toy train 
repair and maintenance, track plans, wiring and more.

• Magazines providing a deep look into high-interest topics.

• Perfect gift ideas for any toy train enthusiast including puzzles, signs, mugs,  
posters and more.

• The best tools available for building and finishing a layout.

• And much more!

Shop Now at

Shop.Trains.com/ToyTrains
Sales tax where applicable. 

Great Products for 
Toy Train Enthusiasts!
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•• TIPS & TRICKS

Want to share? Write to “Tips” at Classic Toy Trains, 18650 W. 

Corporate Dr., Ste. 103, Brookfield WI 53045 or email tips@classictoytrains.

com and put the word “tips” in the subject line. We pay $25 upon publication 

for any tip we publish unless it was in a previously purchased article.

e e 
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I wanted to illuminate my freight dock loading 

platform and realized I could use an old string of 

Christmas lights. The original light set uses 3.5-volt 

bulbs, so I cut out three lights wired in series. Then 

I changed the bulbs to all amber and hooked up 

the wire ends to my interior lights in the building, 

which I usually run at about 10 volts using an old 

transformer to adjust it (this prolongs the bulb life). 

I used adhesive tape to hold the short string under 

the loading dock roof. — James Martin

I’ve included a lot of Lionel 

and American Flyer operating 

accessories on my layout. At a 

train show, I saw a vendor selling 

12-volt DC motors geared down 

to revolve slowly. I boight some 

to build my own accessories.

I first built a log loader. It 

has a rubber belt that revolves 

around two dowels (upper left 

photo). One dowel is driven by 

the geared motor while the other 

dowel freely rotates. I glued two 

pieces of wood, spaced 180 de-

grees apart, to the outside of the 

rubber belt. Each piece of wood 

has two metal wires shaped like 

hooks. As the belt moves, the 

hooks grab a log, carry it to the 

top of the loader, and release it. 

The log rolls down a ramp and 

into a gondola. 

Next, I built a magnetic crane. 

It uses two geared motors and 

parts from an Erector Set (lower 

left photo). One motor rotates 

the crane 360 degrees; the other 

motor raises and lowers an 

electromagnet. I made the elec-

tromagnet from a bolt and nut, 

two washers, and coils of bell (or 

magnet) wire.

The controller has one set of 

switches to control the rotation 

of the crane and another set to 

control the motion of the elec-

tromagnet. A third switch turns 

the electromagnet on or off. The 

electromagnet is AC powered, 

because I discovered that using 

DC causes the electromagnet to 

become permanently magne-

tized. 

I also constructed a gantry 

crane from two geared motors. 

One motor and a counterweight 

move the gantry car back and 

forth, while the other motor rais-

es and lowers an electromagnet 

in the gantry car. The controller 

is similar to the one used with 

the magnetic crane. 

The fourth accessory I built 

is similar to Flyer's coal loader. 

It uses a geared motor with a 

counterweight to raise/lower 

the bucket and move it over 

the chute, where it opens and 

releases coal into a gondola.

A homemade solenoid closes 

the bucket, and gravity opens 

it. The controller has a series of 

switches to control the motion 

of the bucket and one switch 

to open or close the bucket. — 

Daniel Radman
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SHELL®  

GAS STATION

  

UNION STATION

RONALD REAGAN'S  

BOYHOOD HOME

CRIPPLE CREEK  

RAIL OFFICE

O Scale (275-9578)

O Scale (275-9531)  |  HO Scale (275-9532)

O Scale (275-9574)  |  HO Scale (275-9575)

O Scale (275-9491)  |  HO Scale (275-9492)

SINCLAIR®  

STORAGE TANK
O Scale (275-9656)

*


