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E
ditor Dick Christianson, in the 
premier issue of Classic Toy 
Trains (Fall 1987), introduced 

the contents of the then-new maga-
zine. “The subjects will be historical 
and current — what was produced 
and what is being produced. All of this 
information will be presented in a 
manner that captures the color, the 
fun, the sheer joy of toy trains.”

It’s meaningful to read Dick’s 
description, as I’ve had discussions 
with readers who insist CTT not 
include new toy trains because of the 
word “classic” in the brand’s name. 
Even in that first issue, though, eight 
pages were devoted to new products, 
including a two-page spread showcas-
ing notable new items.

Senior editor Roger Carp and I 
don’t take the contents of each issue 
lightly. We meet regularly to discuss 
upcoming issues, making sure they 
are well balanced. What does that 
mean? We aim to include in every 
issue two layout stories, historical 
information, coverage of several eras 
and manufacturers, how-to projects, 
and at least one track plan. In addi-
tion, we include the staples you’ve 
come to expect, like product news, 
product reviews, and tips. 

I always try to include one “sur-
prise” story in each issue. Maybe it’s a 
new topic like using a Bluetooth 
accessory (Spring 2024), downsizing a 

Striking the 
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BY RENE SCHWEITZER•• EDITOR'S NOTE 

BEST WISHES, JOE
Joe Mania has been CTT’s Q&A columnist since the September 2011 issue, sharing 

accurate and helpful answers to your questions for nearly 15 years. He has decided 

to retire from writing to spend more time with his other train business endeavors. 

We thank Joe for providing assistance to so many readers over the years. We wish 

him only the best in the future! The Q&A column will return in the Summer issue.

Selecting a mix of content is always a 

balancing act. Cody Grivno photo; scale courtesy 

of Eric White

collection (Summer 2024), or an 
interview with a manufacturer. This 
issue’s interview with MTH, for 
instance, is the first Q&A with that 
manufacturer since March 2010. 

On Trains.com, I’ve pushed the 
envelope further, publishing stories 
on toy trains in Argentina and post-
war trains by Hafner and Kusan, plus 
interviews with young hobbyists. 
Roger has written stories about metal 
railroad heralds in cereal boxes and 
collectible items, such as Lionel’s No. 
520 Boxcab Electric, along with his 
thoughts on new releases from the 
latest Lionel catalogs.

If you have thoughts on the bal-
ance of stories, please let us know. As 
Dick wrote in our first issue, “The 
magazine’s future is up to you. We 
look forward to hearing from you.”
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Felt the magic of toy trains
I’ve been a faithful subscriber to Classic 
Toy Trains for more than 20 years and 
have never been so struck by the Edi-
tor’s Note as I was by Rene’s in the Win-
ter 2025 issue. The Christmas morning 
photo with her and her dad, complete 
with the family cat and shag carpet, is 
priceless, as were her closing remarks. 

I can only imagine that all of you at 
my favorite hobby magazine have been 
through some challenges and turbulent 
times recently. But I want you to know 
how much I enjoy and appreciate the 
product you create. — Mike DiNanno

Relic from Chicago
The special-interest publications from 
Classic Toy Trains are among the very 
best sources of information about 
the history of Lionel and other post-
war brands. The one from last year, 
Display Layouts and Showrooms, is no 
exception. I especially enjoyed Roger 
Carp’s article on the showroom Lionel 
maintained in Chicago. It reminded me 
of acquiring from a former employee 
there a painting of a railroad scene. I 
thought your readers would like to see 
it, although the steam locomotive is a 
Union Pacific 4-8-8-4 Big Boy and not 
a Lionel model. — Dennis Kletecka

Flyer mix-up
The article in the Spring 2025 CTT 
about American Flyer “cutaway en-
gines” was an outstanding addition 
to our knowledge about the ways the 
A.C. Gilbert Co. promoted its S gauge 
trains during the postwar period. Read-
ers should be aware, though, that the 
captions on page 27 were accidentally 
swapped. — Bob Bubeck

•• YOUR LETTERS

Articles like the ones Lionel authority Paul Leone Peters wrote in the Win-
ter 2024 and Summer 2025 issues about the unique Lionel cars and motorized 
units made by Madison Hardware Co. in the postwar era are the reason I sub-
scribe to Classic Toy Trains. Over the years, I’ve run across a few of the tank 
cars mentioned and wondered what they were and whether they were legiti-
mate Lionel production. 

Thanks to these two excellent articles, I now know the full story behind 
models that were until recently total mysteries to me. — Lawrence Oakley

This painting of a Union Pacific freight 

train may be the only surviving relic from 

the showroom Lionel had in Chicago.
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SALE ITEMS!!
16390 Lionel Flatcar w/Water Tank......................... 25.00
16651 Animated Clown Car .................................... 30.00
17171 Lenny the Lion Scale ‘O’ Cylindrical Hop. .... 39.95
19439 Standard ‘O’ Flatcar w/SAFEs ..................... 25.00
19540 Broken Arrow Ranch Stock Car ................... 20.00
19825 GM Generator Car  ...................................... 40.00
19882 Sanderson Poultry Dispatch Car ................. 35.00
19557 PWC Circus Stock Car #6376 ..................... 30.00
19965 Big Pete’s Animated Aquarium Car .............. 29.95
29671 Smoke Pellet Display Car #2 ....................... 24.95
29791 Wizard of Oz 75th Anniversary Boxcar ........ 24.95
36200 Hellgate Bridge Boxcar  ............................... 20.00
52221 Norfolk Southern (Gray) Boxcar .................. 30.00
52280 LOTS ‘More Precious than Gold’ Mint Car .. 40.00
81871 Loggers Figure Pack.................................... 12.95
83168 Iron Works Figure Pack ............................... 12.95
83246 Shell Gas Billboard Art Boxcar..................... 39.95
83657 Miller’s Beer Reefer Car .............................. 40.00
2038160   Looney Tunes Picinic w/Porky Boxcar ...... 34.95
2038170   Looney Tunes Robin Hood Daffy b/c ........ 34.95
2043290   Chicago & Northwestern NE-5 Caboose .. 39.95
2043051   52/53/54 Milw.Road I-Beam Flatcar  EA. .. 20.00
2043062   64/64 Trailer Train I-Beam Flatcar  EA. .... 20.00
����������������:HVWHUQ�3DFL¿�F�,�%HDP�)ODWFDU�($� 20.00
2043101   2/3/4 Great Northern Bulkhead Log Car ... 20.00
2043121   22/24 Trailer Train Bulkhead w/Log Load . 20.00
2043162   63/64 Reading Gondolas w/Coil Covers ... 20.00
2128110   Budweiser ‘This Buds for You’ Reefer ....... 34.95
2128300   Angela Thomas Santa Fe F-3 Boxcar ...... 39.95
2138130   WWII Africa Campaign Boxcar ................. 51.95
2228020   Angela Thomas GG-1 Boxcar ................... 39.95
2228180   Angela Thomas Blue Comet Boxcar ......... 39.95
2228190   Angela Thomas NYC F-3 Boxcar ............. 39.95
2228290   US Amry Big Cannon Lauch Car .............. 69.95
2228380   John Deere Reefer Car ............................ 44.95
2329130   Cowen’s Creamery Caboose w/Deck ..... 100.00
2438220   Angela Thomas Diesel Flag Boxcar ......... 59.95

LIONEL ‘SCALE-SIZE’ CARS
11877 C&NW Steel-Side Reefer 3-pack............... 175.00
11891 PRR 100-ton Coal Hopper 3-pack ............. 179.95
17277 Denver & Rio Grande PS-1 Boxcar ............. 54.95
17288 New York Central Green PS-1 Boxcar ......... 54.95
17290 Seaboard PS-1 Boxcar ................................ 49.95
17299 Virginian PS-1 Boxcar.................................. 59.95
17331 Hoods Milk Car #802 ................................... 49.95
17332 Pfaudler Milk Car #501 ................................ 49.94
������ 3DFL¿�F�)UXLW�([��6WHHO�6LGH�5HHIHU .............. 59.95
17338 Merchant Dispatch Transit Reefer ............... 45.00
17339 Burlington Steel-Side Reefer ....................... 49.95
17340 White Bros Milk Car #891 ............................ 39.95
17341 Dairymen League Milk Car #779 ................. 49.95
17349 New York Central Milk Car  .......................... 54.95
17350 Hoods Milk Car #803 ................................... 49.95
17355 Hoods Milk Car #550 ................................... 49.95
17364 REA Milk Car #1742 .................................... 54.95
17461 NYC PS-5 Gondola w/Containers................ 59.95
17475 Kopper PS-5 Gondola w/Containers............ 49.95
17703 New York Central 40-Ton Stock Car ............ 59.95
17705 Burlington 40-Ton Stock Car ........................ 54.95
17708 CP Rail 40-Ton Stock Car ............................ 59.95
17711 Chesapeake & Ohio 40-Ton Stock Car ........ 49.95
19345 C.N. Rainbow Cylindrical Hopper ................ 69.95
19635 U.S. Army 8K Tank Car ................................ 44.95
������ 1RUWKHUQ�3DFL¿�F�36���3LJJ\EDFN��SN� ....... 169.95
21854 Norfolk & Western PS-2CD Hopper 3pk. ... 144.95
21884 P.P.&L. 100-ton Coal Hopper 2-pack ......... 149.95
21940 ADM Steel-Side Reefer 2-pack.................... 99.95
27307 Pepper Packing Steel-Side Reefer .............. 49.95
27205 Denver & Rio Grande 50’ DD Boxcar .......... 54.95
27211 MKT PS-1 Boxcar ........................................ 54.95
27218 Santa Fe 50’ DD Boxcar w/End Doors ........ 49.95
27270 B&O PS-1 Boxcar 2-pack ............................ 99.95
27286 M&StL & Rock Island PS-1 Boxcar 2pk. ...... 99.95
������ 3DFL¿�F�)UXLW�([��6WHHO�6LGH�5HHIHU��SN�..... 249.95
31716 NYC (5) Milk Cars & Caboose  .................. 295.00
31796 Feather Route Regional Freight 3pk.......... 189.95
������ 3DFL¿�F�)UXLW�([��6WHHO�6LGH�5HHIHU��SN�..... 229.95
82667 DT&I Gondola/Flatcar 2-pack .................... 164.95
83549 VisionLine Santa Fe SS Reefer 3pk. ......... 299.95
84020 P.P.&L. Bathtub Gondola 4-pack ................ 125.00
84025 P.P.&L. Bathtub Gondola 2-pack .................. 75.00
84033 BNSF Bathtub Gondola 2-pack ................... 75.00
84157 Bethlehem Steel 2-Bay Hopper 3pk. ......... 199.95
1926540   Ely Thomas Skeleton Log Car 2pk. #1 ..... 75.00
1926590   NY & PRR Skeleton Log Car 2pk.-SALE .. 75.00
����������%XUOLQJWRQ�1RUWKHUQ�+XVN\�Z�*UDI¿�WL ...... 139.95
����������&5/(�+XVN\�6WDFN�&DU�Z�*UDI¿�WL ........... 139.95
����������7UDLOHU�7UDLQ�+XVN\�6WDFN�Z�*UDI¿�WL ........ 139.95
����������77;�+XVN\�6WDFN�&DU�Z�*UDI¿�WL .............. 139.95
����������3DFHU�+XVN\�6WDFN�&DU�Z�*UDI¿�WL ........... 139.95
2326090   D&RG 100-Ton Coal Hoper 2pk. A ......... 199.95
2326098   D&RG 100-Ton Coal Hopper 2pk. B ....... 199.95
2326099   D&RG 100-Ton Coal Hopper 2pk. C ....... 199.95

LIONEL STANDARD ‘O’ CARS
������ &KHVVLH�$&)�&HQWHUÀ�RZ�+RSSHU��� ............ 35.00
������ 6FODLU�$&)�&HQWHUÀ�RZ�+RSSHU ..................... 30.00
������ 8QLRQ�3DFL¿�F�&RDO�+RSSHU........................... 30.00
17140 Virginian Coal Hopper 6-pack .................... 225.00
17147 Chesapeake & Ohio Coal Hoper 6pk......... 225.00
17255 Chevy Double-Door Boxcar ......................... 45.00
������ &DQDGLDQ�3DFL¿�F�)ODWFDU�Z�/RJV ................. 30.00
17600 New York Central Woodside Caboose ......... 25.00
17601 Southern Red Woodside Caboose .............. 25.00
17905 ADM Unibody Tank Car ............................... 30.00
17914 Engelhard Unibody Tank Car ....................... 35.00
18556 C.I.&M. 3-Boxcar & Caboose Set  ............... 75.00
21754 BNSF ACF Hopper w/ETD 2pk. ................... 65.00
21792 Chesapeake & Ohio Coal Hoper 6pk......... 249.95
������ 1RUWKHUQ�3DFL¿�F�%L&HQQWLHQDO�%R[FDU.......... 35.00
52098 U.S. Dept. of Commerce Boxcar ................. 25.00

LIONEL CONVENTIONAL DIESELS
����� 6RXWKHUQ�3DFL¿�F�'D\OLJKW�)���μ$$¶ ............. 395.00
8354 Erie NW-2 Switcher ................................... 125.00
8380 Lionel Lines SD-28 w/7 Matching Cars...... 395.00
8477 NYC Lightning Stripe GP-9 ........................ 145.00
����� �������8QLRQ�3DFL¿�F�)��$%$¶V ................... 395.00
8587 Wabash GP-9 ............................................ 195.00
8687 /7404/6917 Jersey Central FM/bc/cab Set 275.00
8753 Pennsylvania Tuscan GG-1 ....................... 295.00
8762 Great Northern EP-5    ............................... 145.00
8952 Pennsylvania F-3 AA’s (Green 5-stripe) ..... 395.00
11734 Erie Alco ABA’s w/6 Frts Cars (FF#6 Set) .. 395.00
18116 Erie Lackawanna PA Alco ‘AA’ w/RS ......... 395.00
18157 Santa Fe Warbonnet FT ‘AA’ w/SS ............ 195.00
18301 Southern FM w/horn .................................. 195.00
18302 Great Northern EP-5 w/6 Cars (FF#3) ....... 350.00
18303 Amtrak GG-1.............................................. 250.00
18307 Pennsylvania FM (sealed) ......................... 225.00
18311 Disney EP-5 Electric w/horn ...................... 175.00
18500 Milw. Road GP-9 w/6 Cars (FF#2) ............. 450.00
18501 Western Maryland NW-2 w/6 Frt. Cars ...... 350.00
18505 Nickel Plate GP7 Pair w/6 Cars (FF#6 Set) 395.00
18551 Susquehanna RS-3 w/case ....................... 175.00
������ 8QLRQ�3DFL¿�F�*3���Z�FDVH ........................ 195.00
������ :HVWHUQ�3DFL¿�F�*3���Z�KRUQ ..................... 150.00
18823 CI&M SD-9 w/18556 Freight Car Pack ...... 250.00
28223 BNSF SD-70MAC ‘Scale-Size’ .................. 225.00
28876 Great Northern FT A-unit ........................... 199.95
52259 ChicagoLand Railroader Club GP-20 ........ 150.00

LIONEL NON-POWERED UNITS
8575 Milwaukee Road F-3 B-unit ......................... 95.00
8661 Southern F-3 B-unit ................................... 100.00
8777 Santa Fe F-3 Warbonnet ‘B’ (1977) ............. 95.00
14541 C&O F-3 B-unit w/Railsounds .................... 275.00
18121 Santa Fe F-3 Blue & Yellow ‘B’ .................... 95.00
18122 Santa Fe F-3 Blue & Yellow w/Railsounds 150.00
18134 Santa Fe F-3 A-unit #2343c ....................... 175.00
18202 Erie-Lackawanna SD-40   .......................... 145.00
18249 Erie PB-1 w/TMCC & Railsounds .............. 195.00
18919 Santa Fe ‘0-27’ Alco ‘A’ w/horn .................... 69.95
34520 New York Central Sharknose ‘B’ (Scale) ... 145.00
34545 Rio Grande F-3 Legacy B-unit ................... 225.00
34546 Southern F-3 Legacy B-unit ....................... 225.00
38116 Baltimore & Ohio FT B-unit ........................ 125.00
38194 Great Nothern FB-2 (Scale) ........................110.00
38761 Jersey Central F-3 B-unit (Scale) .............. 195.00
2133089    NYC SuperBass E-7 ‘B’ #4102 (Scale).. 299.95

LIONEL ‘TMCC’ STEAM LOCOMOTIVES
11105 New York Central L2 Mohawk (Scale) ....... 995.00
18053 Lionel Lines #726 Berkshire ...................... 395.00
18057 Lionel Lines #671 Turbine ......................... 395.00
18067 Comm Vanderbilt Weathered Hudson ....... 695.00
28011 C&O Articulated Allegheny 2-6-6-6 ............ 795.00
28052 N&W Articulated Class A 2-6-6-4 ............... 795.00
28079 Chesapeake & Ohio 2-10-4 (Scale) ........... 895.00
38026 Norfolk & Western J #606 (Scale) ............. 995.00
������ 6RXWKHUQ�3DFL¿�F��6FDOH��&DE�)RUZDUG .....1195.00
38083 Norfolk & Western Y3 2-8-8-2 (Scale) ....... 895.00
LIONEL CONVENTIONAL STEAM LOCOS

8615 Louisville & Nashville Berkshire w/case..... 495.00
18000 PRR B6 Switcher w/Railsounds................. 350.00
18006 Reading T-1 w/Railsounds (Scale) ............ 495.00
18009 NYC Scale 4-8-2 Mohawk w/Railsounds ... 495.00
18010 Pennsylvania Scale Turbine w/RS ............. 795.00
18011 Chessie Scale T-1 w/Railsounds ............... 450.00
18030 Frisco Scale-Size Mikado w/Railsounds .... 495.00
18042 Boston & Albany 4-6-4 Hudson w/Snds ..... 295.00
18680 LRRC 4-6-4 Hudson w/SignalSnds ........... 195.00
������ /55&�������3DFL¿�F�6WHDP�/RFRPRWLYH ..... 175.00

POSTWAR REMAKE SETS 
21782 PRR ‘Congressional’ GG-1/Pass. Set ....... 695.00
21788 Missile Launch Set .................................... 395.00
31711 Wabash F3 AB Diesel Freight Set ............. 595.00
31721 PRR GG-1 ‘Magestic’ Freight Set-Sealed . 695.00
31753 Great Northern EP-5 Freight Set ............... 550.00
38311 B&O RDC Budd 3-Car Set......................... 299.95
38349 C&O GP-7 Freight Set #12885-500 ........... 500.00

TUBULAR TRACK R-T-R SETS
1790 Trains ‘N’ Truckin w/Kiddie City Car ........... 100.00
11716 Lionelville Circus 4-4-0 Freight (sealed) .... 195.00
11740 Conrail GP-7 Diesel Freight-sealed ........... 245.00
11745 U.S. Navy NW-2 Freight Set-sealed .......... 275.00
11770 Circus (Blue Loco)Steam Freight Set ........ 195.00
11810 Budweiser Diesel Freight Set .................... 195.00
11818 Chrysler Mopar Diesel Frt. Set .................. 175.00
11819 Georgia Power NW-2 Diesel Freight ......... 295.00
11839 S.P.&S. Steam w/Hooker Tank Cars .......... 295.00
11841 Bloomingdale’s 4-4-2 Steam Frt. ............... 295.00
11935 Little League Baseball Set ......................... 195.00
11985 Quaker Oats 4-4-2 Steam Frt. Set ............. 249.95
31908 Reading Hobo (Theme) Steam Frt. Set ..... 295.00
52218 Monopoly Steam Frt. Set (sealed) ............. 295.00

LIONEL ORE CARS
7872 Anaconda .................................................... 25.00
17878 Magma w/Ore load ...................................... 30.00
17886 Cyprus  ........................................................ 30.00
19961 Inspiration Consolidation Copper Inc. .......... 30.00
52011 Tucson Cornelia & Gila Bend RR Co. .......... 35.00
52213 BHP Copper................................................. 30.00
52027 Pinto Valley Mine ......................................... 30.00
52177 Arizona Southern Railroad........................... 35.00
52279 Dragon & Northern....................................... 35.00
52358 Ajo & Southwestern Railroad ....................... 40.00
52359 L.O.T.S. 25th Anniversary ............................ 40.00
52386 Ray & Gila Bend .......................................... 35.00
52473 Mascot & Western Railroad ......................... 40.00
52579 TTOM Rosemont Copper Ore ..................... 40.00
52588 ASARCO Crupo Mexico .............................. 45.00
������ 8QLRQ�3DFL¿�F�Z�$PHULFDQ�)ODJ .................... 50.00
58557 San Pedro & Southwestern ......................... 40.00
58583 Arizona & Eastern ........................................ 40.00

LIONEL ‘TMCC’ DIESELS
14524 Atlantic Coast Line E6 ‘AA’ (Scale ............. 650.00
14532 /24510 Pennsylvania Sharknose ABA’s ..... 595.00
18140 Milwauke Road F-3 ‘AB’ ............................ 395.00
18149 U.P. Die-Cast Veranda Turbine  ................. 895.00
18160 /38115 New York Central FT ABA’s............ 375.00
18226 General Electric Dash-9 ST ‘O’ size .......... 250.00
18235 BNSF Dash-9 Pair ..................................... 595.00
18245 /48 Pennsylvania PA Alco ABA’s ................ 495.00
18297 NYC SD-80MAC (sealed) .......................... 395.00
18322 Lackawanna (Maroon Top) Trainmaster  ... 395.00
18328 /34 New Haven MU Passenger 4-Car Set . 495.00
18340 Fairbanks Morse Scale Trainmaster Pair... 595.00
18343 Pennsylvania #2332 Black GG-1 ............... 495.00
18351 New York Central S-1 Electric.................... 395.00
18356 Penn Central Scale GG-1 (test-run) .......... 995.00
18858 Centennial GP20 w/11849 Reefer 4pk. ..... 275.00
24500 Denver & Rio Grande PA Alco ‘AA’ (Scale) 495.00
24520 21/22 Alaska F-3 ABBA’s (Scale) ............... 995.00
24534 /38 Erie-Lackwanna F-3 ABBA’s (Scale) ... 895.00
24579 /83 New York Central E7 ABA’s ................. 895.00
28244 N&W Hi-Nose C-420 (Scale) ..................... 395.00
28518 PWC Pennsylvania EP-5 ........................... 295.00
38150 Platium Ghost F3s w/3 Passenger Cars .... 695.00
52315 Pennsylvania FM (Scale) ........................... 300.00
������ 6RXWKHUQ�3DFL¿�F�)0��6FDOH� ...................... 300.00

LIONEL HEAVYWEIGHT CARS
15526 Santa Fe ‘The Chief’ 4-Car Set .................. 495.00
15576 C&O ‘George Washington’ 2pk. ................. 250.00
15577 /81 New York Central 4-Car Set................. 395.00
25503 Santa Fe 4-Car Set .................................... 450.00
25504 Santa Fe 2-Car Addons ............................. 199.95
������ 6RXWKHUQ�3DFL¿�F�'D\OLJKW��SN� ................... 249.95
25519 PRR ‘Liberty Limited’ 2pk. ......................... 225.00
25521 B&O 4-Car Set (like-new) .......................... 395.00
39047 B&O Combine/Diner 2pk. .......................... 195.00
�����������6RXWKHUQ�3DFL¿�F��SN��&RDFK��� ............. 299.95
1927252   Penn Central B60 Baggage Car #7551 .... 99.95
����������0LVVRXUL�3DFL¿�F�6XQVKLQH�6SO���SN��� .... 239.95
����������0LVVRXUL�3DFL¿�F�6XQVKLQH�6SO���SN��� .... 239.95
2127210   Penn Central B60 Baggage car #7630 ..... 99.95
2127290   NYC 60’ Scale Baggage Car .................... 99.95

LIONEL PASSENGER CAR/SETS
7220 to 25 Illinois Central 15” Alum. 6-Cars ....... 395.00
9554 to 58,99 Chicago & Alton 6-Car Set ........... 295.00
9569 to 75,7208 PRR 15” Alum. 8-Cars ............. 695.00
9594 to 9598/7207 NYC 15” Alum. 6-Cars ......... 395.00
������ 6DQWD�)H�μ6XUÀ�LQHU¶���´�$OXP���SN� ............ 179.95
15340 PRR 15” Aluminum 6-Car Set .................... 495.00
16000 Pennsylvania 11” Complete 9-Car Set ....... 295.00
16050 to 54 C&NW Baby Madison 5-Car Set....... 195.00
16091 New York Central Baby Madison 4-Cars ... 159.95
18306 /10 Pennsylvania MU 4-Car Set ................ 395.00
18506 /12 Canadian National Budd 4-Car Set ..... 350.00
19061 Wabash Madison 4-Car Set ....................... 195.00
19074 Legends of Madison COMPLETE 10-cars 695.00
19096 Legends of Madison 2-Car Addons ........... 175.00
19100 to 06 Amtrak 15” Alum. 7-Car Set .............. 395.00
������ 6RXWKHUQ�3DFL¿�F�0DGLVRQ�%DJJDJH�............ 95.00
19139 to 44 N&W 15” Alum. Smooth 6/Cars ........ 395.00
19140 N&W 15” Alum. Combo (smooth) ................ 45.00
19141 N&W 15” Alum. Diner (smooth) ................... 55.00
19143 N&W 15” Alum. Coach (smooth).................. 65.00
19171 /21780 NYC 15” Aluminum 6-Car set ........ 450.00
������ 6DQWD�)H�μ6XUÀ�LQHU¶���´�$OXP����&DU�6HW.... 295.00
19183 Great Northern 15” Full Vista 2pk. ............. 195.00
19194 Kansas City Southern 15” Alum. 4-Car Set . 395.00
21766 Atlantic Coast Line 15” Alum. 2car Addon . 295.00
25412 B&O 18” Aluminum 2-Car addons ............. 295.00
25450 /55/58 PRR Congressional 18” 7-Car Set.. 995.00
27912 Elizabeth #2445 Coach Car (Remake) ........ 59.95
29003 Pennsylvania Madison 4-Car Set .............. 225.00
29061 Pennsylvania Madison 4-Car Set .............. 225.00
29110 B&O 18” Aluminum 4-Car Set .................... 595.00
29191 /96/99 Milw. Hiawatha 18” Alum. 7-Cars .. 1495.00
35412 Lionel Lines Lenny Dean Madison Car ........ 75.00
38428 /35490/99 Alaska RDC Budd 3-Car Set..... 375.00
39028 Archive Madison 3-Car Set ........................ 195.00
39118 Texas Spec. 15” Alum StationSound Diner . 195.00
39141 Rock Island 15” Alum. 4-Car Set ............... 395.00
39154 PRR Congressional 15” Alum. 2-Car Addon 195.00

LIONEL MOTORIZED UNITS
����� &DQDGLDQ�3DFL¿�F�6QRZ�3ORZ ....................... 95.00
8368 Alaska Vulcan Switcher ............................. 125.00
8379 Pennsylvania Fire Car ................................. 99.95
8578 New York Central Ballast Tamper ................ 89.95
11988 NYC Firecar w/Instruction Car -TMCC ...... 150.00
18400 Santa Fe Rotary Snow Plow ...................... 125.00
18406 Track Maintenance Car ............................... 59.95
������ &DQDGLDQ�3DFL¿�F�)LUH�&DU ............................ 95.00
18419 Lionelville Trolley ......................................... 89.95
18427 Pennsylvania Tie-Jector .............................. 49.95
18430 New York Central Crew Car ......................... 34.95
18447 PWC #68 Executive Inspection Car........... 109.95
18458 PWC #58 Rio Grande Snowplow............... 149.95
18464 #54 Ballast Tamper .................................... 125.00
������ 8QLRQ�3DFL¿�F�5RWDU\�6QRZ3ORZ ................ 159.95
18470 #52 Fire Car (red) ...................................... 125.00
18474 #41 US Army Transportation Unit .............. 164.95
18485 New York Central Gang Car ........................ 99.95
18487 PWC #56 M&StL Unit w/TMCC ................. 175.00
18583 PWC AEC Switcher  .................................. 185.00
22637 Superstreets Quikrete Step Van .................. 59.95
28413 Milwaukee Road SnowPlow ...................... 169.95
28414 #3360 Burro Crane ...................................... 99.95
28423 Bethlehem Steel Switcher.......................... 189.95
52107 On-Track Orange Pickup ............................. 45.00
52108 On-Track Blue Step Van .............................. 45.00
2135090   B.N. TMCC Ballast Tamper..................... 129.95
����������6RXWKHUQ�3DFL¿�F�70&&�%DOODVW�7DPSHU . 129.95
2235020   First Avenue Rapid Transit Trolley ............ 94.95

LIONEL BOX SETS (NO T&T)
1070 Chessie ‘Royal Ltd’ Diesel Freight ............. 295.00
1071 Seaboard ‘Mid Atlantic’ GP-9 Frt. Set ........ 245.00
����� &DQDGLDQ�3DFL¿�F�μ0DSOH�/HDI¶��VHDOHG� ..... 295.00
1160 Burlington ‘Great Lakes’ Diesel Freight ..... 275.00
1260 N&W ‘Continental’ SD-24 Frt. Set .............. 275.00
1450 Rio Grande F-3 Service Station (sealed) ... 395.00
1451 Erie-Lackawanna SD40 Frt. (sealed)......... 395.00
1502 NYC ‘Yardchief’ 0-4-0 Freight (sealed) ...... 195.00
1552 B.N. SD-40 St ‘O’ Boxcar Set (sealed) ...... 395.00
1579 Milwaukee Road F-3 Freight SSS ............. 325.00
1585 Lionel 75th Anniversary Set ....................... 195.00
1867 Milwaukee Road SD-18 Frt. (used) ........... 235.00
1971 Reading ‘Quaker City’ U36B Freight Set ... 295.00
1976 TCA Bicentennial U36B Passenger Set..... 195.00
11700 Conrail SD-40 Frt. Set  .............................. 345.00
11704 Southern GP-9 Freight Set ........................ 225.00
11705 Chessie SD-40 Hopper Set (sealed) ......... 350.00
11710 CP Rail SD-40 Freight Set  ........................ 325.00
11713 Santa Fe Dash 8-40B Freight Set (sealed) 395.00
11715 Lionel 90th Anniversary Set ....................... 225.00
11718 Norfolk Southern ‘Triple Crown’ Set ........... 395.00
11733 W.P. ‘Feather River’ Freight Set ................. 295.00
11738 Soo Line GP-38 Diesel Freight Set............ 295.00
11744 NYC RS-3 Diesel Frt/Pass. Set ................. 285.00
11749 Western Maryland Diesel Hopper Set ....... 250.00
11918 Conrail GP-20 Merger Frt. Set ................... 250.00
21753 Fire/Rescue Service Station Set ................ 325.00
21758 Bethlehem Steel NW-2/Frt. SSS ................ 395.00
21952 Service Station 2000 C-420 Diesel Frt ...... 295.00
29122 Erie-Lacka. Phobe Snow Pass. Set-sealed995.00
31799 Great Northern Steam Freight set ............. 395.00
81023 CNJ ‘Yard Boss’ 0-4-0 Steam Freight ........ 350.00

MTH PREMIER FREIGHT CAR SETS
20-90003   Pennsylvania Assorted Frt. Car 6pk. ..... 235.00
20-90006   Great Northern Assorted Frt. Car 6pk. .. 199.95
20-90010   BNSF Assorted Freight car 6pk. ............ 225.00
20-90014   Burlington Northern Assorted Frt 6pk. ... 199.95
20-90015   Chesapeake & Ohio Assorted Frt 6pk. .. 199.95
�����������8QLRQ�3DFL¿�F�$VVRUWHG�)UHLJKW�&DU��SN� 245.00
20-90027   New Haven Assorted Freight Car 6pk. .. 225.00
20-90095   Virginian 4-Bay Coal Hopper 6pk. ......... 229.95
�����������8QLRQ�3DFL¿�F���%D\�&RDO�+RSSHU��SN� .. 229.95
�����������8QLRQ�3DFL¿�F�)ODWFDU�Z�3LSH�/RDG��SN� . 299.95
20-92214   US Army Flats w/6x6 Tank Trucks 4pk .. 329.95
20-92283   Army-Desert Flats-M270 Launchers 4pk349.95
20-92285   Army (Desert) Flats w/M60 Tanks 4pk ... 549.95
20-97506   or 07 DM&IR Ore Car 6-pack ................ 209.95

LIONEL AMERICAN FLYER S-GAUGE
8150 /51 SP PA Alco w/9500 to 03 Pass.Cars .... 495.00
8153 B&O Alco ABA’s Diesels ............................ 295.00
8251 Erie PA Alco ‘ABA’ Diesel w/4 Pass. Cars .. 495.00
8458 Southern GP-7 w/6 Southern Frt. Cars...... 250.00
42599 Youngstown Steel Baldwin Switcher .......... 195.00
47900 /03/09 D&H SL Passenger 6-Car Set ........ 395.00
48013 Conrail GP-7 Diesel ................................... 150.00
48010 Milwaukee Road EP-5 ............................... 175.00
������ 1RUWKHUQ�3DFL¿�F�*3���'LHVHO ..................... 175.00
48017 Nickel Plate Road GP-7 Power/Dummy .... 245.00
������ 6RXWKHUQ�3DFL¿�F�*3����'LHVHO .................. 150.00
48039 B&O Dockside Switcher............................... 99.95
48042 Southern Light Mikado Loco w/TMCC ....... 450.00
������ 6RXWKHUQ�3DFL¿�F�6'���'LHVHO .................... 195.00
������ (ULH�3DFL¿�F�������/RFRPRWLYH�Z�70&& ..... 495.00
48065 American Flyer SD-9 Diesel ...................... 275.00
48075 New Haven EP-5 Electric .......................... 245.00
48083 U.P. LEGACY Challenger #3710 ............... 995.00
48100 Wabash PA Alco ‘AA’ w/6 Freight Cars ...... 395.00
48102 Chesapeake & Ohio Alco ‘AA’ .................... 295.00
������ 1RUWKHUQ�3DFL¿�F�$OFR�3%���'XPP\ ............. 75.00
������ 0LVVRXUL�3DFL¿�F�$OFR�3%���Z�56 ............... 145.00
������ 8QLRQ�3DFL¿�F�$OFR�3%���Z�5DLOVRXQGV....... 145.00
������ :HVWHUQ�3DFL¿�F�$OFR�3%���Z�5DLOVRXQGV ... 125.00
48128 Silver Flash Alco PB-1 Dummy .................... 95.00
48129 Silver Flash Alco PA-1 Dummy .................. 145.00
48130 Santa Fe Warbonnet PA-1 Alco ‘AA’ .......... 350.00
48144 Pennsylvania Baldwin Switcher ................. 195.00
������ 1RUWKHUQ�3DFL¿�F�/(*$&<�8��&�'LHVHO .... 395.00
48165 M&StL Baldwin Switcher ............................ 195.00
48942 Silver Flash Vista Dome Car ........................ 49.95
48943 New Haven Vista Dome Car ........................ 49.95
48978 /83 U.P. Heavyweight Pass. 6-Car Set ...... 495.00
49600 U.P. Pony Express Passenger Set  ........... 395.00
������ 0LVVRXUL�3DFL¿�F�3DVVHQJHU�6HW ................. 395.00
������ :HVWHUQ�3DFL¿�F�3DVVHQJHU�6HW� ................ 395.00
49605 New Haven Passenger 3-Car Set.............. 175.00
49606 Silver Flash Passenger Set ....................... 450.00
49614 PRR PA Alco Passenger Boxed Set .......... 595.00
49615 Chessie SD-9 Diesel Frt. Boxed Set.......... 495.00
49622 American Freedom Alco Pass. Set ............ 595.00
49624 Defender 1959 (Remake) Set #20525 ....... 450.00
49626 Ringling Brothers Circus Set...................... 545.00
49634 S.P. Docksider Freight Set ......................... 250.00
2019010   BAR FreightSounds Boxcar ...................... 69.95 
2019020   TP&W FreightSounds Boxcar ................... 69.95
2019040   Frisco FreightSounds Boxcar ................... 69.95
2119120   Senate Beer Reefer Car ........................... 44.95

AMERICAN FLYER ‘S’ ACCESSORIES
2300 Oil Drum Loader .......................................... 95.00
2321 Operating Sawmill...................................... 125.00
49086 Telephone Poles 6-pack .............................. 29.95
49805 Gabe the Lamplighter  ............................... 104.95
49806 Operating Sawmill...................................... 125.00
49807 #752 Seaboard Coaling Tower .................. 145.00
49809 #773 Checkerboard Water Tower ................ 79.95
49810 Log Loader ................................................ 159.95
49812 #755 Talking Station .................................... 79.95
49813 #789 Baggage Smasher .............................. 59.95
49814 #774 Floodlight Tower.................................. 59.95
49819 #583a Electromagnetic Crane ................... 199.95
49839 #792 Railroad Terminal Building .................. 99.95 

State Rt 502 & Glenmaura National Blvd.
Take Rt. 11 South to Rt. 502 • 3 minutes off I-81 – Exit 180

We accept MasterCard, Visa, & Discover • Shipping Charges are actual cost
charged by the shipping carriers (UPS or USPS). Charge is based on order total,

weight, destination, and multiple box shipment (if required). Call for cost.
Minimum order $40 • PA Residents add 6% Sales Tax including freight charge

Shipping Charges are Non-Refundable • 10-Day Return Policy-Exchange Only -
-No Refunds • 15% Restocking Fee Applies - Items are new unless noted
• Not Responsible for typographical errors • Store Hours : check website

INFO / ORDERS : (570) 451-1700 or 451-1726
MAIL / SHIP TO: 200 Glenmaura National Blvd. • Moosic, PA 18507
FOR PLACING ORDERS CALL 1-800-8LIONEL
Website: www.grzyboskitrains.com
Prices Subject to Change & Valid for Mail Order only
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•• YOUR PHOTOS

Send your best pictures of toy train subjects to 

CTT Photo Album, 18650 W. Corporate Dr. Ste. 103, Brook-

field, WI 53045. Be sure to include your name, address, 

and daytime telephone number; a description of each 

image, including the gauge and make of the train; and the 

name of the photographer or layout owner if he or she is 

someone other than you.

Digital photos must be taken with the camera set at the 

largest-possible file size. Digital photos can be submitted 

on a disk or CD emailed to photoalbum@ClassicToyTrains.

com. If you send us a photo and it is published, we will 

pay you $50 as long as we have not previously bought the 

photo.

For help on taking pictures, please go to www.Clas-

sicToyTrains.com/SubmissionGuidelines. That will lead 

you to a number of thoughtful tips on improving your pho-

tographic skills as well as assistance with depth-of-field, 

lighting, and composition.

 

Having served as the president of the Canadian Toy Train 

Association, Kyle Miller should be expected to appreci-

ate each and every railroad based north of the American 

border. And this resident of Coquitlam, British Columbia, 

assured us that he really does. However, the photograph 

Kyle took on his O gauge layout showcases the power of 

only the Canadian National RR. We’re admiring a pair of 

Electro-Motive Division SD70M-2 diesels decorated for 

the CN. On the service track at the rear is a Lionel model. 

Meanwhile, an MTH Premier Dealer Appreciation model 

leads a westbound train in the foreground.

 ’

Get the impression that Alex Mason owns a boatload of 

trains? He’s lined with walls of his comfortable train room 

in West Chester, Pa., with shelves to display his Standard 

gauge classics as well as magnificent sets from every 

era of Lionel’s production. And on his layout, Alex likes to 

operate his Blue Comet, a Santa Fe passenger set from the 

postwar era, and a Union Pacific streamliner dating from 

prewar days. Be sure you check out the many operating 

accessories Alex added to the scene.

 ’

Even though more than 10 years have passed since Don and Cheryl Confarotta 

moved into their current home in Fairport, N.Y., they’re still improving the O gauge 

railroad they managed to reassemble there. A focal point on the layout is the vil-

lage of Parkway, where kids have gathered in front of Don’s Delicatessen before 

crossing the street to peek in the windows of Edna’s Toy Shop. They may miss the 

Pennsylvania RR passenger train headed by Alco PAs from K-Line that’s about to 

make its way past the business district. The 17-foot-long backdrop was painted by 

Elizabeth Hill, a family friend, and it adds depth and visual pleasure.
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•• YOUR PHOTOS

 

Work on Ron Rossi’s 15 x 33-foot 

O gauge layout, the fulfillment of 

a lifelong dream, began about 12 

years ago at his home in Lees-

burg, Fla. Assisted by his friend 

Ed Walther, Ron handled every 

aspect of construction on the 

multiple-level, three-rail empire, 

where he runs postwar classics, 

such as this Lionel No. 2245 Texas 

Special F3 diesel. From complex 

wiring and custom controls to 

imaginative scenery and automa-

tion, this layout reflects technical 

mastery, storytelling, and friend-

ship. Plus plenty of support from 

family members, including Ron’s 

wife, Arlene, and their nephew, 

Cameron Kurtiak, who took this 

picture. Ron’s YouTube channel 

offers a closer look at his layout 

in motion: https://www.youtube.

com/watch?v=2uWmYx_Nkkw

 ’

The New York Central served many communities in Ohio during its heyday, but LaGrange, 

where James and Mary Leitten make their home, was not one of them. Even so, Jim confesses 

to a love of that famous railroad because of the Lionel No. 2344 New York Central F3 diesels he 

received as a boy in 1952. His passion for Lionel trains from the postwar era has never abated, 

as this scene on his 14 x 20-foot O gauge layout proves. A few of his No. 6456 Lehigh Valley 

hoppers are busy serving the bauxite mine, where many local residents are employed. Sven 

Jorgenson & Sons Co. is one of several structures built from vintage Suydam kits.
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 ’

The placid scene Nick Merola photographed on his O gauge railroad in Holbrook, N.Y., contrasts vividly with the short films and video games he 

spends much of his time producing. You won’t find a zombie or demon or knife-wielding lunatic in sight as a Santa Fe train carries passengers on 

their journey west amid Plasticville U.S.A. buildings. Kids relax along one side of a river while athletes practice for their next football game on the 

opposite side. No one needs to fear monsters rising from the waters or leaping out to tackle and devour one of the unsuspecting players. Maybe 

Nick will combine his interests on a Halloween layout next! You can check out his work by going to imnickmerola.com
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•• NEWS & PRODUCTS

• New Atlas O catalog
The Atlas O Fall 2025 Premier catalog has 

been published on the manufacturer’s 

website. Highlights include a new GP30. The 

O gauge locomotive includes Proto-Sound 

3.0, onboard DCC/DCS decoder, detachable 

snowplow, O-42 operation, and road-specific 

ditch lights. Available road names: BNSF, 

Indiana & Ohio, Nickel Plate Road, Norfolk 

& Western, and Raritan Central. Available in 

3-rail version only. Price: $729.95.

The latest additions to the Atlas All-Scales 

Signal System include Hooded Modern 

Signals. They're available as single-head or 

double-head models and in left- and right-

hand versions. Price: single head, $39.95; 

double head, $49.95.

New O gauge figure sets include a six-

piece set of Miners, a 12-piece set of Station 

Platform Passengers, a 12-piece set of 

Railroad Workmen #1, and a six-piece set of 

Gas Station Figures. 

View the entire 48-page catalog at shop.

atlasrr.com

• LCCA Lionel Kid’s Club 
celebrates 15 years 
The Lionel Kid’s Club by Lionel Collectors 

Club of America (LCCA) celebrates its 15th 

anniversary in 2026. 

Founded in 2011, the club provides Junior 

Members (ages 18 and younger) with five 

issues per year of the LCCA’s The Lion Roars

magazine, the Lion Cub magazine, free copies 

of the annual Lionel product catalogs, and 

special activities at the LCCA National Con-

vention each year. 

Lionel Collectors Club of America has cre-

ated a special logo featuring Lionel’s Lenny 

the Lion mascot to mark the Kid’s Club an-

niversary. The organization is planning other 

special activities and memorabilia for Junior 

Members to promote their involvement and 

generate new memberships. 

Kid’s Club Coordinator Patrick Cudzilo 

states, “We are going to make this Kid’s 

Club anniversary last all year for existing 

members and encourage new members 

to join and enjoy the fun of model trains. 

Many Junior Members joined after hear-

ing about LCCA at train shows around the 

country, and others have gotten involved by 

running their trains with their parents and 

grandparents.”

Learn more about the LCCA and the Lionel 

Kid’s Club by the LCCA by visiting Lionel

collectors.org. Junior Memberships can be 

purchased on the club’s website. Annual dues 

are $30; first-time members pay a one-time 

initiation fee of $10.

Collection of clubs: Robert Osterhoff, 1622 

Garden Valley Dr., Wildwood, MO 63038, is selling The 

Clubs of Lionel 1929-1967. The DVD contains original 

documentation of prewar and postwar Lionel member-

ship clubs. The DVD can be viewed on Windows- and 

Apple-based computers. Price: $18 plus $5 shipping. 

Website: trainpaper.com

Lots o’ parts: MTH Parts & Sales, 

7393 Washington Blvd., Ste. 101, Elkridge, 

MD 21075, offers new parts lists for 

RailKing and Premier locomotives. Find 

parts for popular engines like the USRA 

0-8-0, Union Pacific 4-12-2, and more. 

Visit mthpartsandsales.com to view 

parts inventory, exploded diagrams, and 

product manuals.

• Sunset Models 3rd Rail 
announces catalog club
Sunset Models 3rd Rail has announced a 

2026 Sunset Models 3rd Rail Catalog Club. 

For $59.99 per year, members will receive two 

printed, full-color catalogs (spring and fall) 

mailed to their residence two days before the 

public online release; early access to new 

product announcements, and a chance to win 

free products by finding the “Golden Ticket” 

hidden inside the catalog. To learn more or to 

join the Sunset Models 3rd Rail Catalog Club, 

visit thirdandtownsendmodels.com

• Lionel 2026 catalog
Lionel Trains has released its 2026 catalog. 

The 172-page catalog includes new items 

from the VisionLine, Legacy, LionChief, Harry 

Potter, and "Battery O" lines.

Highlights include a number of United 

States semiquincentennial locomotives and 

rolling stock, including a 4-4-0 brass hybrid 

steam locomotive (No. 2631620) and a Legacy 

4-4-4-4 T1 American Freedom Train in two 

versions (Nos. 2631430 and 2631440).

Also featured is a VisionLine GP40-2, a 

Legacy 2-6-6-6 Allegheny, and a Legacy 

C44-9W.

For more information or to view the entire 

catalog, visit lionel.com
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Shuffle off to Buffalo with LOTS 
Convention Highlights: 
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x�$PD]LQJ�KRPH�OD\RXWV��

x�$XWKHQWLF�(QJOLVK�GRXEOH�
GHFNHU�EXV�FLW\�VLWHV�WRXU��

Buffalo-Niagara Train Show: 
%XIIDOR�0DUULRWW�1LDJDUD��
�����0LOOHUVSRUW�+Z\��
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2026 LOTS Convention Car
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July 5-11, 2026 
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MTH 20-21593-1&-3 Florida East Coast AB w/Proto 3.0 ........ $799.95

MTH 20-21661-1 Union Pacific Genset with Proto 3.0............ $499.95

MTH 20-21717-1 Burlington SD-24 with Proto 3.0................. $509.95

MTH 20-21745-1 Western Maryland GP-9 P3........................ $529.95

MTH 20-21751-1 Texas & Pacific GP-9 P3 ............................ $529.95

MTH 20-21755-1 Chessie SD-35 Proto 3.0 ........................... $539.95

MTH 20-21757-1 Atlantic Coast Line SD-35 Proto 3.0 ........... $539.95

MTH 20-21785-1 Florida East Coast GP-9 w/Proto 3.0........... $549.95

MTH 20-21786-1 Florida East Coast GP-9 w/Proto 3.0........... $549.95

MTH 20-21844-1 New Haven U25B with Proto 3.0 ................ $529.95

MTH 20-21846-1 C&O U25B with Proto 3.0 .......................... $529.95

MTH 20-21881-1 GE Demo AC6000 w/Proto 3.0................... $549.95

MTH 20-21883-1 Western NY & PA AC6000 w/ P3.0 ............. $549.95

MTH 20-21895-1 Chessie SD-50 with Proto 3.0.................... $549.95

MTH 20-21898-1 Seaboard SD-50 with Proto 3.0.................. $549.95

MTH 20-21901-1 Norfolk Southern SD-50 w/P 3.0 ................ $549.95

MTH 20-21903-1 Conrail SD-50 with Proto 3.0 ..................... $549.95

MTH 20-3857 Union Pacific Die Cast Tender (Yellow) .............. $269.95

MTH 30-20819-1 EMD ABA with Proto 3.0 ............................ $549.95

MTH 30-20829-1 Pennsy Power & Light SW1500 P3.0.......... $319.95

MTH 30-21119-1 Conrail SD-45 with Proto 3.0 ..................... $379.95 

MTH 30-21122-1 Santa Fe SD-45 (Red, Wh.Bl) w/P3............. $379.95                             

MTH 30-21167-1 Great Northern RS-3 with Proto 3............... $349.99

MTH 30-21172-1 Southern Pacific RSD-5 w/P3..................... $349.95

MTH 30-21218-1 Susquehanna FP45 with Proto 3.0 ............ 4389.95

MTH 30-21220-1 Wisconsin Southern FP45 w/Proto 3........... $389.95

MTH 30-21221-1 Daylight Loco & Mach Wrks. FP45 P3......... $389.95

MTH 30-21228-1 Norfolk Southern SD70ACe P3.0 ................ $379.95                  

MTH 30-21242-1 Chessie ES44 with Proto 3.0...................... $379.95 

MTH 30-21264-1 Norfolk Southern C30-7 w/Proto 3.0 .......... $389.95

MTH 30-21265-1 Union Pacific C30-7 with Proto 3.0............. $389.95

MTH 30-21266-1 CSX C30-7 with Proto 3.0 ......................... $389.95

The Latest in Modeling & Railroads

Visit Trains.com and Join the Unlimited Membership  

to experience all of what Trains.com has to offer.
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•• NEWS & PRODUCTS

Bold boxcar: Trainworld, 751 McDonald Ave., Brooklyn, NY 

11218, is selling a 50-foot waffle-sided boxcar as part of the Premier 

line. The O gauge freight car is available in two road numbers and 

features O-31 operation (No. 20-99483 shown). Expected delivery in 

February 2026. Website: trainworld.com

Special set: The Lionel Collectors Club of America (LCCA) has an-

nounced a Lionel custom-run Southern Pacific passenger set for their 

members. The O gauge train includes an FT A-unit diesel locomotive, Crocker

coach car, Phelps dome car, and Hopkins observation car, with all of them 

decorated in the Southern Pacific’s “black widow” paint scheme. Price: $430. 

To learn more about the LCCA, visit its website at lionelcollectors.org.

Beloved boxcar: Klaassen Trains & 

Hobbies, P.O. Box 401, Hydro, OK 73048, has 

published an expanded edition of Everyone 

Loves Box Cars: The Definitive Guide to All 

Known Variations of the Postwar Lionel 6464 

Box Cars. The 40-page softbound book lists 

variations of the popular No. 6464 near-scale 

boxcars. Price: $30 via check or money order, 

shipping included in the U.S.

Beefy bumpers: Menards has a two-pack 

of O gauge tubular track straight sections with 

lighted bumpers (No. 75-93054). The 5-inch sec-

tions include an end-of-track obstacle with an LED-

illuminated sprung bumper. Price: $7.99. Website: 

menards.com/trains

Visit us at: www.rossswitches.com

1-800-331-1395 Call for Free Color Catalog 

A
DZ1000 lighted 
switch machine 
and controllers

Switches & Track
for all 3 Rail O Gauge & O27 Trains

Demand them fr ect!

A sampling of some of our neat specialty switches.
All now available remote control ready to run!

Featu
ring

ALL WOOD TIES

and STEEL RAIL! #170

4 WAY

#175
#171

4 WAY YARD SET

RCS
Pr

are Pr

Hand Made

in the USA
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Logging action: Atlas Model Railroad Co. Inc., 378 Florence Ave., Hillside, NJ 07205, has 

added an operating log dump car to the Premier line. The O gauge car includes an operating 

dump mechanism, a load of logs, and O-31 operation (No. 3001968 shown). Requires one piece 

of No. 6097 Accessory Rails track for operation (not included). Expected delivery in third quarter 

of 2026. Price: $109.95. Website: shop.atlasrr.com

Nice Northerns: MTH Electric Trains, 7393 Washington Blvd., Ste. 101, Elkridge, MD 21075, 

is selling Great Northern S-2 4-8-4 Northern steam locomotives as part of the Premier line. The O 

gauge engines feature onboard DCC/DCS decoders, steaming quillable whistle, wireless drawbar, 

and O-42 operation (No. 20-30123 shown). Expected delivery in April 2026. Price: $1,699.99. 

Website: mthtrains.com

Frosty beverages: The Milwaukee Lionel Railroad Club, 2721 S. Calhoun Rd., New 

Berlin, WI 53151, is selling a custom-run Lionel woodside refrigerator car three-car set. The O 

gauge freight cars will be available to club members in three paint schemes featuring Sprecher 

brewery/root beer graphics. Expected delivery in July 2026. Price: $255 plus tax and shipping. 

To become a member or learn more, visit milk-lrcc.org

Fabulous fitters:

Menards markets a two-

pack of O gauge tubular 

track straight sections (No. 

75-9305). These 5-inch fitter 

sections have black ties 

and measure 1½" wide (rail 

to rail) and 2½" wide (tie to 

tie). Price: $3.99. Website: 

menards.com/trains

Case Size Available: Z, N, HO, S, O, NEW Background Themes

You dream it.

www.trainlayouts.com  •  973-366-5788

East Coast Enterprises • Roman Electric

• Complex Multi-Level Track Plans

• TMCC™ and DCS Control Systems

• Multi-Train Operation

• Operating Accessories

• Yards and Switching

• Highly Detailed Scenery

We specialize in:

We build it.

Na
ti

on
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 #
1 

So
ur

ce
 fo

r l
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ut bridge solutions. Now
 offering 3D

 printing.

For more Shows, Info, & Discount Tickets: 

TRAINSHOW.COM

*UHHQEHUJ·V 7UDLQ 	 7R\ 6KRZ
America’s Train & Toy Show since 1976

*UHDW 7UDLQ 6KRZV
Quality Train Shows from coast to coast

*UHDW 0LGZHVW 7UDLQ 6KRZ
The best place to buy & sell trains since 1971

7KH EHVW SODFH WR ILQG 7UDLQ 6KRZV

SCHEDULE

Feb 7-8 Hampton, VA - Hampton Roads Conv. Ctr.

Feb 7-8 Indianapolis, IN - Indiana State Fairgrounds

Feb 14-15 Xenia, OH - Greene County Expo Center

Feb 14-15 Costa Mesa, CA - OC Fair & Events Ctr.

Feb 21-22 Girard, OH - Metroplex Expo Center

Feb 21-22 Vallejo, CA - Solano County Fairgrounds

Feb 28 - Mar 1 Sacramento, CA - Cal Expo

Mar 1 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Fair

Mar 14-15 Fort Wayne, IN - Allen County Coliseum

Mar 21-22 Wilmington, MA - Shriner’s Auditorium
Mar 21-22 Des Moines, IA - Iowa Events Center

Mar 28-29 Edison, NJ - New Jersey Expo Center

Mar 28-29 Dallas, TX - Dallas Market Hall

7KLV�FRPELQHG�HYHQW�WKDW�VKRZFDVHV�WKH�OHDGLQJ�
0DQXIDFWXUHUV��'HDOHUV�DQG�0RGHO�5DLOURDGV�
�������VTIW��RI�IXQ�� )UHH�3DUNLQJ�� .LGV�DUH�)UHH�

Apr 12 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Fair

May 3 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Fair

Jun 7 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Fair

Summer shows coming soon!

Check TRAINSHOW.COM for updates
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or the past 25 years, I’ve been writ-
ing “Collectible Classics.” The pur-
pose of this popular department has 

always been to identify and tell the story 
behind models from every era of toy train 
production that were both worthy of 
attention and affordable for the vast 
majority of our many great readers.

The selection for this column reflects a 
slightly different approach. Rather than 
focusing on a locomotive or accessory 
with a noteworthy story of its own, I went 
with a contemporary structure kit that 
pays tribute to a legendary O gauge mod-
eler who built one of the finest and most 
influential layouts ever in the hobby.

The Ob Long Box Co. is a kit created 
by Brennan’s Model Railroading to honor 
one of the structures the pioneering 
builder Frank Ellison made for his famous 
Delta Lines layout in the postwar period. 
This contemporary kit enables folks cur-
rently in the hobby to link their three-rail 
layout with a historic one and therefore, 
like Dennis Brennan himself, to honor the 
heritage of O gauge trains.

DELTA LINES
Frank Ellison stepped out of the shadows 
of O gauge railroading in the 1930s to 
become a well-known and highly 
respected figure, thanks to the dozens of 
articles he wrote to popularize model 
trains and show fans of his work how to 
develop an action-packed and entertain-
ing layout. He did so by describing the 
planning and design of his Delta Lines 
railroad and outlining how he created and 
built many of the unique residential, com-
mercial, and industrial structures on it.

BY ROGER CARP

e ’  O  
ź ź źȅȃ
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LAUNCHING THE 

FRANK ELLISON 

TRIBUTE SERIES

•• COLLECTIBLE CLASSICS

lifetime as an O gauge builder, author, and 
photographer, Brennan came up with his 
limited-edition kit priced at $130 as 
another of the superb products he sells.

Ob Long Box Co. measures 8¼ x 11 x 
75⁄8  inches. The foundation is basswood. 
The factory walls are 1⁄16-inch-thick 
mounting board with 3M peel-and-stick 
backing for attaching the separate corru-
gated-cardboard overlay. 

The interior mounting-board floors, 
center internal wall, and exterior walls rely 
on tab-and-slot joints to help assemble a 
sturdy and warp-free structure. The office 
has Northeastern Scale Lumber clapboard 
siding and Grandt Line windows. The fac-
tory windows come from Korber.

HONORING A LEGEND
Brennan’s Model Railroading has contin-
ued to expand its Frank Ellison Tribute 
Series with three more easy-to-build ren-
ditions of structures just right for O gauge 
layouts. Let’s hope the firm keeps bringing 
out more of these terrific kits.

Even if you don’t get them all, please 
learn about Ellison and the concepts he 
delineated for making any model railroad 
gratifying and entertaining. Dennis Bren-
nan wisely believes that all of us are stand-
ing on Ellison’s shoulders. 

Ellison wrote for Model Builder, Model 
Railroader, Toy Trains, and other hobby 
publications. Of special importance were 
how-to articles on building from scratch 
his various structures, all of which he gave 
humorous names. Back in the 1930s and 
’40s, as Dennis Brennan, the owner of 
Brennan’s Model Railroading based in 
Independence, Mo., reminds us, “There 
were no building kits and detail parts like 
we have today. Ellison made everything 
out of cardboard with features like corru-
gations drawn in with ink and colored 
with oil-base artist colors.”

Brennan decided to bring back to life 
Ellison structures that have survived or 
have been lost. He wanted to do so using 
contemporary materials and modern 
methods. This worthy goal animates Bren-
nan’s neat Frank Ellison Tribute Series.

OB LONG BOX
There were many candidates among the 
Ellison structures for launching Brennan’s 
series. He settled on the Ob Long Box Co. 
That structure found a spot on Delta Lines 
and was featured in the December 1952 
issue of Toy Trains magazine. Everything 
needed to build it was published there.

After studying that article and using 
artistic and modeling skills refined over a 
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Structures
Figures

S Gauge Trains
Since 

1981

American Models

11770 Green Oak Industrial Dr.

Whitmore Lake, MI 48189

Call 723-449-1100

Full line S Gauge & AF products 

www.americanmodels.com

• Children Activities

• Model Railroad Displays

• Model Railroad Vendor

• SAM Shortline Train Rides

For More Information call 229-276-2902

NOVEMBER 14, 2026

10AM - 4PM

105 EAST 9TH AVE CORDELE, GA

www.brennansmodelrr.com

Frank Ellison Tribute Series
             Hap Hazard Packing Co.

$159.95
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HOW ONE O GAUGER USES WHAT HE’S LEARNED

STORY BY ROGER CARP // PHOTOS BY CHARLES STOIA
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Let’s turn the clock back more than 45 
years, when Eddie Rabbitt topped the pop 
and country charts with Drivin’ My Life 
Away, his tune about life on the highways 
of America. The chorus declared, “I gotta 
keep rollin’” – which Clem can identify 
with. His life and his layout attest to a 
powerful urge to keep moving.

The life lessons Clem’s decades hauling 
freight imbued in him, along with the 
many trips he has taken aboard Amtrak 
passenger trains across the U.S., have 
influenced what he has constructed and 
how he runs it. They have also given him 
the impetus to help other people in plan-
ning layouts with depth and meaning.

RIGHT FOUNDATION
Clem’s vocation and his avocation go a 
long way in explaining why he pays so 
much attention to foundations. As one 
who spent decades behind the wheel of a 
tractor-trailer, he knows the importance of 
being able to accurately assess the strength 
of the roads being traveled and determine 
how well they could handle the loads he 
was carrying in different kinds of weather. 
A solid and level foundation was vital for 
his safety and success.

Similarly, Clem makes it a habit to 
focus with intensity on the roadbed and 
track whenever he’s taking a vacation on 
an Amtrak train. Doesn’t matter whether 
he’s riding the California Zephyr, South-
west Chief, or Empire Builder – he wants 
everything to be right. What’s paramount 
is not only his comfort but also the need to 
translate what full-size railroads do to the 
O gauge displays he builds.

This foundation of observation and 
knowledge motivated Clem to spend a lot 
of time and effort assembling the bench-
work for the 22 x 36-foot railroad being 
showcased here. He invested in top-grade 
lumber and then carefully built the open-
grid framework required to provide a 
sturdy and stable foundation for it. That 
every element would be tough enough to 
support the network of three-rail track 
envisioned, along with the array of scenic 
effects and structures, was a given.

Over the basic skeleton Clem put down 
½-inch-thick pieces of plywood where 
track was going to be laid. An equally 
thick layer of Homasote went on next to 
reduce the noise to be made by the long 
and powerful trains he aimed to run.

The solid and significant foundation, 
once finished, would scarcely be visible to 
Clem and his visitors. Yet he more than 
anyone else knew it was the key to the suc-
cess of his railroad. As critical was the 
track, and for purposes of realism and sta-
bility, he chose flexible sections made by 
GarGraves Trackage Corp.

With extraordinary patience and skill, 
Clem bent them to get the large and grad-
ual curves that he deemed necessary for a 
prototypical appearance. We’re talking 
about minimal diameters of 96 inches and 
maximum diameters of 122 inches. There 
would be nothing abrupt or tight about 
the curves on this massive layout, not after 
he had superelevated them and added 
impressive easements.

DIFFERENT FOUNDATION
The skillfully crafted benchwork and 
admirably formed GarGraves track repre-
sented one type of foundation for Clem’s 
outstanding layout. He enhanced the latter 
with Ross Custom Switches manipulated 
by either Caboose Industries hand throws 
or Tortoise Slow Motion switch machines 
from Circuitron.

The patient and careful application of 

lem Krzeczkowski may not remember one of the big-

gest-selling country tunes of 1980, but then he hardly 

needs to since as a professional truck driver he has lived its 

lyrics. Truly, this lifelong O gauger has applied what he 

learned during his long and grueling career to the design, construction, 

and operation of the great layout he enjoys operating alone or with a 

group of fellow toy train enthusiasts.

1  The 22 x 36-foot O gauge layout Clem 

enjoys operating features models of vintage 

as well as modern locomotives running over 

a double-track main line fashioned out of 

GarGraves flextrack. A long career in logis-

tics, along with many trips on Amtrak, has 

influenced Clem’s realistic modeling.

As much as Clem enjoyed building 

the trackwork and the wiring, his fa-

vorite part of the O gauge hobby boils 

down to being able to run long trains 

over long mains.
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commercial ballast upgraded the look of 
the trackwork even more.

Yet after talking with Clem about his 
background in the toy train hobby, a sec-
ond and perhaps equally noteworthy kind 
of foundation becomes apparent, one also 
critical to the development of his model 
railroad. This one doesn’t involve anything 
as concrete or obvious as the lumber, rails, 
and ties, however; still, Clem probably 
couldn’t have created his masterful three-
rail display without it.

Family is the foundation under consid-
eration. Clem steers conversations about 
his home layout back more than 70 years 
to Christmas of 1953. A mere three years 
of age then and growing up in the suburbs 
of Detroit, he received a Lionel O-27 
freight outfit headed by a No. 2055 short 

4-6-4 Hudson and whistle tender. Set No. 
1503WS featured three pieces of rolling 
stock and a No. 6257 Southern Pacific-
type caboose. Collectors might dismiss the 
engine and its cars as commonplace, but to 
Clem they were – and still are – treasures.

Packed away except for a few weeks 
each year before and after December 25, 
the Lionel train grew in meaning for the 
Krzeczkowski family. As Clem became 
older, he was handed responsibility for 
assembling the oval of three-rail track 
beneath the gaily decorated Christmas 
tree. His roster, of course, continued to 
expand, with remote-controlled switches 
and motorized units.

Although Clem’s father was strict about 
how often the Lionel models could be 
used, he firmly encouraged his oldest son 

to maintain an interest in the hobby and 
refine his skills. At the same time, he was 
silently influencing Clem’s choice of a job, 
as he drove trucks in Michigan and its 
neighboring states. 

UPGRADES FOR ENGINES
The vision Clem nurtured for this, the fin-
est O gauge display he would ever build, 
derived in large part from his veneration 
of prototype railroads, especially the New 
York Central. Among the greatest lines in 
the nation’s history, its network traversed 
Michigan and left indelible impressions on 
Clem. Honoring the Central was high on 
the list of goals for his big layout.

How to achieve that lofty aim chal-
lenged Clem. Assembling a roster of 
detailed models of NYC locomotives was 
only the first step. He next wanted to be 
certain the sounds they made reproduced 
what different engines on that railroad had 
made. Nothing generic or historically 
inaccurate would suffice for Clem, not 
after he had studied the Mohawks and 
Niagaras once owned by the Central.

Additional steps included upgrading 
the various locomotives with superb 
details, in particular scale knuckle cou-
plers. Clem accepted the unavoidable fact 
that his engines would run over three-rail 
straights and curves; otherwise, they 
should approach scale realism in every 
aspect. He felt the same about the different 
pieces of rolling stock, the majority of 
which came from Atlas O and Weaver.

Something else Clem decided would 
improve the look and operation of his O 
gauge empire was removing the traction 

2  The entire environment in Clem’s spacious train room, from the floor to the ceiling, has been designed to make spending time there 

whether working on the layout or running trains a pleasant and comfortable experience.

3  Clem has a special place in his heart – and his layout – for the New York Central. Nothing 

beats letting one of his replicas of a steamer (here, an MTH Premier line 4-6-4 Hudson) run 

at full throttle with a long string of passenger cars behind.
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AT A GLANCE

Clem Krzeczkowski’s O gauge layout

Dimensions: 22 x 36 feet

Track: GarGraves flextrack (diameters 

range from 96 to 122 inches)

Switches: Ross Custom Switches with 

Caboose Industries and Tortoise machines

Motive power: Lionel, MTH

Rolling stock: Atlas, Golden Gate Depot, 

K-Line, Lionel, MTH, Weaver

Controls: Lionel No. 85226 180-watt 

PowerHouse “brick” (4) with MTH Digital 

Command System

Accessories: Z-Stuff for Trains

Structures: Atlas O, Korber, MTH, Wood-

land Scenics

Vehicles: Corgi, Ertl, Road Champs

Figures: Arttista, K-Line, MTH, Preiser

tires on his diesel motive power. He also 
chose to exchange the wheels on different 
plastic freight cars for Delrin types, so 
they would run smoother and more qui-
etly. Heavier models, especially those fab-
ricated out of die-cast metal, should be 
equipped with metal wheels.

The assortment of upgrades yielded an 
impressive group of current-production 
locomotives and cars capable of handling 
whatever task Clem assigned them. They 
would enable him to run longer trains 
than most other toy train operators dared 
to assemble. Again, realism was upper-
most in his mind, and so he believed what 
he called “scale-length trains” were essen-
tial to enjoy his layout.

TRUE RAILROADING
Days spent fine-tuning the appearance 
and operation of different engines and cars 
served as yet a different sort of foundation. 
Just as Clem took excellent care of his 
trucks to ensure they performed as consis-
tently and dependably as possible, so too 
had he made sure his trains were ready to 

handle anything he or his friends from the 
Detroit 3 Railers club threw at them dur-
ing operating sessions.

And what was it that Clem demanded 
of his trains and the layout? Only the very 
best! This veteran hobbyist wanted his 
model railroad to make it feasible for long 
freight and passenger trains to be operated 
as though they were the property of the 
New York Central, the Union Pacific, or 
Amtrak. A lofty goal!

Accordingly, Clem created a fascinating 
track plan. He had in mind a double-track 
main line stretching over more than 300 
feet with appropriate sidings and indus-
trial spurs. Then by dedicated and careful 
use of the controllers sold as components 
of the Digital Command System from 
MTH, anyone would be able to run a train 
on schedule without risking a collision or 
causing a derailment.

What Clem wished to do was operate 
his trains as though they were trucks on 
an Interstate Highway. Each one would be 
assigned a starting point at which raw 
materials or finished items were picked up 

Cities, rail yards, and a double-track main line exceeding 300 feet in length distinguish the O gauge railroad Clem built. The numbered 

arrows correspond to the numbers in each of the captioned photos taken by his friend Charles Stoia for this exclusive article.
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and then dispatched on a journey to 
deliver those goods by a certain time. The 
route would be ascertained in advance, 
and then as many as six trains sent off to 
their destinations.

Clem concedes that some visitors 
expect to relax when they stop by and just 
run trains. But he prefers to think of his 
layout as a miniature railroad system that 
should be operated in a focused manner to 
prevent shutdowns in service. 

SCENIC NEEDS
Now to be honest, a layout developed to 
emphasize prototypical operation hardly 
requires scenery. Clem could have stopped 
after his track was in place and tested and 
everything was ready for his command 
control to work effectively.

Bare plywood, however, would not have 
satisfied Clem. All the areas of the U.S. 
and Canada he had observed through a 

4  Don’t assume Clem takes everything about his layout too seriously. He has fun with his 

railroad and its operations, like lettering a small diesel for “Clem’s Switching Service.” Note 

his attention to city details like the spotlight, barrels, and figures.

5  Early risers waiting for their first cup of coffee at the diner on a quiet Monday morning 

are about to be jolted awake. The engineer driving the New York Central steamer prepares 

to blasts its whistle right before passing through the grade crossing.

6  The tender mated to the New York Central 4-8-4 Niagara steam engine is decked out 

with more wheels than one of the massive tractor-trailer rigs Clem once rolled across the 

Midwest. It definitely makes a glorious sight alongside the coal mine.
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window on a passenger car or from the 
windshield of a truck had left their mark. 
He looked forward to modeling rural 
landscapes and urban and industrial sites 
reminiscent of what he had glimpsed, 
including those studded with a range of 
commercial and railroad structures.

Landforms on the layout came together 
nicely, thanks to the large pieces of blue 
Styrofoam carved neatly with a hot-wire 
tool. When Clem looked at them from 
every angle and believed the contours and 
shapes were what he desired, he painted 
them and then sprinkled on sand and 
gravel. In specified areas he opted for 
ground foam, bushes, and trees from the 
Scenic Express product line.

Typically, Clem created the scenic 
effects in his garage rather than in place 
on the layout. As soon as he was pleased 

with how they looked, he carried them to 
his train room and installed them where 
intended. The mountains ended up being 
highlights, because of their tunnels, tower-
ing evergreens, and waterfalls.

For villages, Clem purchased houses, 
factories, and stations from Atlas O, 
Korber, MTH, and Woodland Scenics. He 
might weather them slightly or add a 
detail or light. Otherwise, about all he did 
to modify these commercial buildings 
before arranging them where he wished 
was to remove their bases so he could nes-
tle them along the sidewalks and streets. 
He surrounded them with autos, figures, 
and trucks. 

LET’S ALL ROLL
What do you think? Are you ready to roll 
with Clem and revamp your layout with a 

vast double-track right-of-way over which 
your dispatcher sends long freight trains 
loaded with contemporary auto carriers 
and stack cars? Or do his impressive 
Amtrak long-distance passenger trains 
catch your fancy?

Regardless of the extent to which mod-
elers strive to assimilate the lessons taught 
by Clem’s impressive display, they ought to 
emulate what he has done for the founda-
tion. Spend time and resources on the 
benchwork, track and turnouts, and wir-
ing. Research what happens on full-size 
railroads, along their main lines and sid-
ings, and in their yards, compact and 
sprawling. Most of all, figure out how you 
can enjoy this hobby in the most fulfilling 
ways and share your railroad with friends 
and newcomers. That’s the best way to 
drive your life away. 

7  What a terrific picture Clem’s friend Charles Stoia (also a member of the Detroit 3 Railers) snapped of an MTH Southern Pacific SD45T-2 

at a handmade wood trestle. The tall evergreen trees add majesty and beauty to the area along the river.
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The Lionel set my father picked out was 
a terrific one loaded with what’s known as 
“play value.” The No. 1621WS outfit 
included Nos. 2037 Steam Locomotive and 
Whistle Tender, 6825 Flatcar with Arch 
Trestle Bridge, 6519 Allis Chalmers Flat-
car, 6062 Gondola with Three Cable Reels, 
and 6017 Southern Pacific-type caboose.
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MY GREATEST FIND IS A LIONEL NO. 6464 CAR

STORY BY DAVID BRUNETTE

There also was a No. 6464-825 Alaska 
RR boxcar. However, the Lionel catalog, I 
realized later, showed the 6464-475 Boston 
& Maine boxcar! Why the difference?

TRYING TO FIND OUT
By 1974, my interest in toy trains from the 
postwar era was growing and I wanted to 

learn more about my first set. I wasn’t sure 
what it was: Specifically, I needed to find 
out when it was released, what its number 
was, and which models were packed in it.

My starting point was the acquisition of 
a Lionel consumer catalog for 1961 at leg-
endary French’s Lionel Train House near 
Seattle. The catalog showed an O-27 set 
led by a 2037 steamer. However, the rolling 
stock included differed from what I had. 
Also, there was no 6464 boxcar in that 
outfit. So I knew it wasn’t mine.

Years passed, and I kept learning about 
Lionel trains, especially the 6464 boxcars. 
In the February 1991 issue of Classic Toy 
Trains, postwar expert Joe Algozzini wrote 

t was a tossup on who enjoyed Christmas of 1959 more, me or my 
father. Without me knowing it, he had built a fully operational lay-
out in our basement for my first Lionel set. Looking back, it was 
easy for Dad to keep the layout construction a secret, since I was 

just four years old at the time and could not reach the light switch to go 
downstairs!



about 1959 production: “The Boston & 
Maine was shown in the dealer, advance, 
and consumer catalogs for 1959 in set 
form only. Examples of set 1621WS have 
been reported with the Alaska RR car sub-
stituted for the Boston & Maine.”

Joe’s point would have enabled me to 
identify my boyhood set. But I missed it 
and was left in the dark for 30 more years!

NARROWING THE FIELD
Not until 2005 did I obtain a Lionel cata-
log for 1959 and so was able to identify my 

original set. But the Alaska RR boxcar 
threw me. Perhaps my father had bought 
an uncataloged set sold through retailers 
such as Sears and J.C. Penney, both of 
which had stores in my hometown of 
Tacoma, Wash., around 1959.

I bought Authoritative Guide to Lionel’s 
Promotional Outfits, 1960-1969. I hoped to 
find an uncataloged set whose contents 
matched my set’s. Sadly, nothing listed did. 

An article in the April 2021 issue of the 
Train Collectors Quarterly on promotional 
outfits sold by Western Auto noted that 
Western Auto set No. EC1012 from 1959 
was like Lionel’s 1621WS. However, it sold 
for $39.88 while Lionel priced it at $49.95.

SOLVING THE PUZZLE
Exchanging emails with Paul Ambrose, 
who had written the article about Western 
Auto, and John Schmid, who had written 
the book on promotional outfits, helped 
me start to piece together what probably 
happened in 1959.

Paul and John thought the substitution 
of the Alaska RR boxcar for the Boston & 

Maine had likely been done by Lionel at its 
factory when packing the set. Both cars 
had a retail price of $5.95, so Lionel would 
not have lost any money. And an Alaska 
boxcar would certainly have had more 
appeal in the Pacific Northwest where my 
family lived than a boxcar decorated with 
the name of a New England line.

Western Auto had several stores in the 
Tacoma area, and my dad likely would 
have shopped there. The $10.07 discount 
applied to the 1621WS set would have 
grabbed Dad’s attention. I can imagine a 
salesclerk showing the Western Auto and 
Lionel catalogs and pointing out to my 
father that he could use that $10 savings to 
buy extra track and the No. 110 Trestle Set 
— perfect for building the O-27 layout in 
our family’s basement. 
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The Lionel No. 1621WS O-27 steam freight 

set, cataloged for 1959, made a perfect gift 

for the author as a child. His dad built a 

layout for the train, but not until years later 

did David Brunette realize his set’s contents 

didn’t match what was shown in the catalog.

The mystery model was a No. 6464-825 Alaska RR boxcar, which Lionel introduced in 1959. 

Research revealed the company did substitute that car for the No. 6464-475 Boston & 

Maine boxcar pictured in the consumer catalog for 1959 as a part of outfit 1621WS.

Not until David saw this Western Auto 

catalog for 1959 did he conclude that his 

dad probably bought his boyhood train at 

a discount from that well-known chain of 

automotive parts dealers in his hometown 

of Tacoma, Wash., with the Alaska boxcar.
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fter many years away from the 
toy train hobby after my child-
hood, I returned to the hobby 
as an adult in October of 1970. 

I discovered some tattered old Lionel cata-
logs and eagerly opened them to revive 
memories of trains I had owned and those 
I had wanted.

I soon was visiting hobby shops in my 
native New Jersey and perused ads for 
trains in Model Railroader magazine. 
There, I learned all about Madison Hard-
ware Co. in New York City and decided to 
make a visit with my girlfriend before the 
end of the year.

FIRST TREASURES
It was a bitter cold morning in early 
December 1970. I had hardly slept the 
night before in anticipation of my first 
visit to Madison Hardware. An hour on a 
bus from northern New Jersey followed by 
a 15-minute subway ride and a brisk walk 
down 23rd street, and my girlfriend and I 
were actually standing in front of Madison 
Hardware! 

o e o e
VISITS IN THE 1970S AND ’80S BUILT A GREAT COLLECTION

STORY BY WAYNE H. WESTERVELT

We stood outside, just looking in the 
window and pointing out various Lionel 
trains. A No. 6250 Seaboard switcher (an 
item on my want list) was pulling freight 
cars around a loop of track. With great 
excitement and high expecta-
tion, we stepped inside. 

I couldn’t decide where to 
look first. We were looking in 
a small display case on our 
left, when a man near the cen-
ter of the store asked how he 
could help us. We received a 
displeased look when I said 
we wanted to look around. I’m 
sure he thought we were just 
two curious young people 
who had wandered in to see 
what the store was all about. 

As we made our way to the 
rear of the store, I gazed from side to side 
and counter to ceiling at seemingly never-
ending stacks of orange-and-blue boxes 
interspersed with tan corrugated boxes 
and brown paper wrappings. While I tried 
to decide what to buy, Carl, as we learned 

was his name, was engaging my girlfriend 
in conversation.

Finally ready to make a purchase, I 
asked the man at the rear counter (Carl 
was now busy with another customer) if 

he had the following items: 
Nos. 3494-550 Monon Oper-
ating Boxcar, 6517-75 Erie 
Bay Window Caboose, and 
6250 Seaboard switcher. He 
said each was in stock, and 
I’ll never forget the prices he 
quoted: $34.95, $29.95, and 
$99.95, respectively. I recall 
thinking the 6250 price 
seemed high, but so what?

When I told him that I 
wanted them, he opened a 
door behind the counter, 
called out to a worker 

(named Mario, I believe), and told him 
what to fetch from the inventory. My 
trains arrived in less than 10 minutes. 
When I asked to inspect the items, the 
man said, “They are all new.”

He opened the boxes, removed each K
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Wayne picked up many Lionel treasures from the postwar era by 

shopping at Madison Hardware Co. in New York City and becoming 

acquainted with Lou Shur, who owned the legendary store. Among 

the best was a No. 2341 Jersey Central Train Master road diesel.
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train and waited while I checked each 
item. As soon as I finished my inspection, 
he carefully placed each train back in its 
box and called to Carl, who took the trains 
to a small counter for packing. 

After wrapping each train in brown 
paper, Carl placed the three items in a box, 
wrapped the box in brown paper, secured 
it with twine, and looped the twine 
through a carrying handle. All this time, 
Carl was talking to the two of us and mak-
ing light-hearted wisecracks. I heard 
another customer say, “Hi, Lou” to the 
man behind the rear counter.

BACK FOR MORE
My next visit was three weeks later, on 
December 26, 1970. The store was empty 
and I had an opportunity to chat with Lou 
and Carl. Carl asked why I didn’t bring my 
girlfriend. I purchased a No. 614 Alaska 
NW2 switcher with money I received for 
Christmas. When I said “goodbye,” Carl 
told me to bring my girlfriend next time.

I made many more visits to Madison 
Hardware (sometimes every few months) 
over the following years, so I knew how to 
approach Lou Shur (the true owner) and 
his brother, Carl Shaw. They always recog-
nized me, but most times did not remem-
ber my name. 

It was obvious that Carl liked women. 
My girlfriend usually accompanied me on 
my trips to Madison Hardware, and Carl 
would always start a conversation with her. 
In fact, whenever she came with me he 
would let me purchase almost any item 
that I asked for. 

Other people weren’t as lucky, and it 
sometimes seemed that Lou and especially 
Carl could not care less if they sold any-
thing. If Carl didn’t feel like climbing the 
ladder to get something from the upper 
shelves, he wouldn’t sell it. I even saw cus-
tomers told to leave the store after they 

had complained about prices or couldn’t 
decide what to buy.

“NOT FOR YOU”
It is widely known that Madison Hardware 
sold “Lionel” items that actually were 
manufactured or decorated outside the 
Lionel factory. These items were often sold 
as “original” Lionel. After Lou got to know 
me as a regular customer, whenever I 
asked about something he knew was not 
factory original, he would say, “That’s not 
for you.”

The first time this happened was in the 
very early 1970s, when I asked Carl about 
a No. 2341 Jersey Central Train Master 
body shell wrapped in brown paper with 
“2341” written on the end. He climbed a 
ladder and retrieved it from an upper shelf 
for me.

Lou told Carl to bring it to him. Then 
he opened the wrapping on one end, 
looked at a portion of the shell and said, 
“This one’s not for you.” Puzzled, I asked, 
“Why not?” Lou winked and responded, 
“I’ve got another one for you.” He spoke to 
an employee, who returned 15 minutes 
later and handed Lou another 2341 shell 
wrapped in paper.

Lou quickly looked the shell over and 
then handed it to me and gave me a price. 
I never questioned any prices Lou or Carl 
asked for the trains I purchased. There 
were no issues with the shell except one 
end had a hardly noticeable crack around 
the screw hole.

I bought the shell, but I wondered why 
Lou would not sell me the first one. Many 
years later, when Classic Toy Trains had an 
article about distinguishing original Train 
Master shells from repaints, I checked my 
shell and found it had all the characteris-
tics of an original. I could only assume the 
2341 shell I had asked Carl to retrieve was 
a repaint.

MORE MADISON 

HARDWARE

Enjoy learning about the history of 

Madison Hardware, as well as more 

stories sharing additional memories, 

in two downloadable PDF packages 

for sale at shop.trains.com

CLOSING TIME
During the final months of Madison 
Hardware’s operation in New York City, I 
went there almost every day during my 
lunch hour. If Lou and Carl had not 
remembered me from the visits through 
many years, they would have told me not 
to come in so often. 

Employees were digging out all kinds of 
things. Trains and parts were all over the 
counters, and boxes of parts were on the 
floor. One guy found things I wanted and 
put them aside for me. When he saw me 
come in he would place them on existing 
piles, so I could bring them over to Lou or 
Carl for their prices. 

One day I spotted a brand-new No. 
2340 GG1 body shell painted Tuscan Red. 
Carl didn’t want to sell it, but Lou inter-
vened and gave me what I knew was a low 
price — reduced from before, because 
Madison was about to close and soon 
move to Detroit.

I really miss Madison. Walking down 
23rd Street with high anticipation, chats 
with Lou and Carl, leaving with great Lio-
nel trains wrapped in brown paper. I con-
sider myself fortunate to have experienced 
the world’s greatest Lionel train store.

As for the girl who accompanied me on 
many of those visits — I’ve been fortunate 
there as well, because we married and still 
revisit our Madison memories. 

After Wayne and his soon-to-be wife first 

visited Madison Hardware Co. in the early 

1970s, he brought home a Lionel No. 6250 

Seaboard NW2 diesel switcher, which was 

high on his want list.
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Pinstripe tape and paint markers 

pep up a forgotten fleet

STORY AND PHOTOS BY KENT JOHNSON

1

very day in North America, inter-city passen-
ger railroad operations rely on stainless-steel 
cars that range from 30 to 70 years old! While 
this impressive longevity is often accredited 

to their original design and construction, don’t dis-
count the skillful, life-sustaining maintenance these 
aging cars received through the years. During longer 
maintenance windows, some cars are even treated to 
minor functional improvements and cosmetic updates 
that help them appear much younger than their age.

Inspired by these prototype practices, I decided to 
modernize my own fleet of older (circa 2000), even 
slightly damaged MTH Electric Trains O gauge 
streamlined cars – all on a tight budget. Even though I 
had only a weekend to collect my thoughts, tools, and 
supplies, transforming streamlined passenger cars, 
like those shown in Photos 1 and 2, was surprisingly 
easy and yielded realistic results.

PINSTRIPES, PAINT PENS, 
& PICK OF DETAILS
For many toy train enthu-
siasts, the last thing they’d 
ever want to do is alter 
the appearance and 
diminish the value of 
any “collectible” item. If 
you recall my previous 
well-weathered Week-
end Workshop efforts, 
you’ll know I’m defi-
nitely not one of those 
folks!

That said, I specifically wanted to stick with a cost-conscious, 
resource-restrictive approach. If it wasn’t a tool or supply I 
already had at home or couldn’t pick up at a nearby store, it 
wouldn’t be included in this effort. So as I rooted through my 
menagerie of “useful stuff,” I discovered spools of colorful electri-
cal, pinstriping, and chart tape in various widths (Photo 3). 
These strips of tape could mask over factory-painted stripes … 
and be removed to restore the model to its original appearance! 

Along with the tape, I found an assortment of enamel paint 
pens and permanent markers (Photo 4). Using these would cer-
tainly impact the valuation of the cars, but I still wanted to con-
sider plans for thoroughly renovating at least one car. For any 
option, I also knew I had a significant stash of modern-era water-
slide decals that would be useful (and easily removable) in updat-
ing my passenger fleet.

2

3

4
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BREAK CHECK
Having recently traveled aboard VIA Rail Canada’s renovated 
“Corridor” (Quebec City to Windsor) passenger cars, I couldn’t 
resist the opportunity to update the early Amtrak scheme applied 
to my MTH Premier Line No. 20-6548, ribbed-sided ABS plastic, 
70-foot streamliners (Photo 5). But first, I had to address some 
existing damage.

As they age, ABS plastic bodies and certain die-cast metal 
parts (couplers, trucks, wheelsets, and so forth) often become 
brittle, crack, or even break off. That’s a significant reason why 

SIMPLE STRIPES TO START
With most first-time efforts, I start with simple techniques. The 
baggage car would be the first in the MTH set to receive an 
updated scheme. Transforming this older Amtrak Phase III (red, 
white, and blue stripes of equal width) relic into a contemporary 
Phase VI (wide blue stripe with narrow red and white stripes) 
reserve, Heritage Fleet car would require only a couple feet of 
blue electrical tape and white pinstriping.

First I placed the baggage car in a foam cradle, leaving the 
entire length of one side accessible. I intentionally selected a roll 

my set remained unused. With one carbody end already in sham-
bles, I worried other cars might suffer the same fate (Photo 6).

Ultimately, I resolved to first disassemble each car by remov-
ing all screws securing the frame to the body. If the car remained 
intact through that process, I would have greater confidence it 
could withstand further handling. With the frame removed, I also 
detached the lighting harness, molded-plastic seat insert, and all 
the clear window glazing from the carbody, making it easier to 
tackle interior restorations. But that’s a subject for another Week-
end Workshop effort. Now it’s time to roll the tape!  

of blue electrical tape that was just wide enough to cover the 
original blue and white stripes. After rolling out an approximate 
length, I applied the segment between the car end and door 
opening, leaving excess tape on both ends (Photo 7).

Vinyl electrical tape is quite pliable, so I used progressively 
narrower tools to burnish the entire length of this segment 
before trimming any away. Rubbing my thumb, then a cotton 
swab, and finally the tip of a ballpoint pen (closed) over the tape, 
helped flatten and affix the segment over rivets, fluting, and 
other carbody details (Photos 8, 9, and 10). 

6
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PREVENTATIVE MEASURES, 
PLUS PAINT AND PINSTRIPES
Returning to my less-expensive MTH No. 
20-6548 passenger set (Photos 17 and 21), 
I now had more courage to attempt other 
techniques for modeling refurbished VIA 
Rail cars. When reworked, older passenger 
cars are often stripped of vintage, stylistic 
features that impede quick maintenance. 
The skirting along the underside of passen-
ger cars is one such example, so I decided 
to remove these from my MTH cars.

Because the ABS plastic was already 
brittle, it was also a bit of a practical, pre-
ventative measure to remove some parts 
before they broke off a finished model! 
The easiest way to accomplish this was by 
using a hobby knife to score a groove 
along the top edge of the skirting and then 
deepen the groove using a fine-tooth razor 
saw (Photos 19 and 20). When ABS plas-
tic is brittle, it isn’t necessary to cut 
through the entire groove before attempt-
ing to snap off the skirting.

To convert the Amtrak red, white, and 
blue stripes to resemble a reworked VIA 
Rail scheme, I considered using brown, 
blue, or teal electrical tape. While I could 
have found an appropriate shade, I real-
ized that applying the tape across window 
openings would require more cutting and 
trimming than I wanted to tackle for this 
weekend project. That’s when I opted to 
use enamel paint pens and permanent 
markers to cover the stripes with a suitable 
solid color (Photo 23). 

LEAVE IT ALL ON THE LINE
After reviewing the results of my restored Amtrak baggage car, I focused on 
crafting the VIA Rail Canada cars that initially inspired this effort. The stakes 
would be a bit greater when working with my newer and more valuable MTH 
Premier Line No. 20-66138, VIA Rail 70-foot Sleeper and Diner streamliner set. 

As it turns out, VIA Rail’s refurbished streamlined 1:1 scale cars were given 
a single yellow stripe along both sides of the carbody. More than decoration, 
this stripe gave crews a quick visual indication that the car had been reworked 
for connection to contemporary head-end power (HEP). To replicate this pro-
totypical update, I only needed to add a yellow pinstripe (Pactra No. TT26) to 
my O scale cars! Even better, I could easily remove the tape, should I later 
want to restore the set to original condition for resale (Photos 15 and 16).

I repeated this sequence to cover the 
remaining blue and white striping on both 
sides of the car (Photo 11).

In the same manner and process, I then 
applied two, equally spaced rows of thin 
white pinstriping along the red stripe 
(Photos 12 and 13). Because of the narrow 
width of pinstriping, the minimal amount 
of  factory-applied adhesive isn’t always 
enough to secure the tape when it is 
wrapped around edges or protruding 
parts. Using a toothpick or microbrush to 
add a dab of CA (cyanoacrylate adhesive) 
at the ends really helped keep these tiny 
stripes in place after trimming them to fit 
(Photo 14).

To complete the modernization 
process, I elected to pry off the glued-on 
“Amtrak” placard and apply the appropri-
ate (Phase VI “wave”) HO scale water-slide 
decals on the blue tape. 

12
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To color the observation, I started with 
a Floquil No. 70 Roof Brown (discontin-
ued) marker I had on hand. The earth-
tone color was a reasonable match for this 
car as well as the VIA Rail Business Class 
coach I’d model too (Photos 18 and 22). 

The VIA Rail Standard Class coach 
(not pictured) I modeled required a blue 
or teal marker. I used Elmer’s Painter No. 
WA7335 Blue (available from Walmart), 

but No. WA7380 Turquoise would have 
worked well too. 

After allowing the paint to dry over-
night, I finished all three cars by adding 
yellow electrical tape or pinstriping where 
appropriate, including the thinnest of 
safety striping under emergency-exit 
windows. From my stash, various HO 
scale VIA Rail decal sets (Microscale Nos. 
87-1359 and 87-1153) proved to be all I 

needed to apply the essential branding. 
Finally I used a black permanent marker 
to outline window gaskets and other 
details, before spraying a light coat of clear, 
semi-gloss lacquer over the entire carbody. 
I considered adding a full complement of 
interior details (seated figures, carpeted 
floors, stored luggage, and more), but that 
would have to wait for yet another Week-
end Workshop! 
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 2020, MTH Electric 
Trains President Mike Wolf 
announced his May 2021 retire-
ment and the subsequent closure 

of the company after 40 years in business. 
It’s now 2026, and MTH remains alive and 
well, continuing to make products for the 
model railroad and toy train industry at a 
more modest pace in O, Standard, and No. 
1 Gauge scales — both the HO and S scale 
tooling were sold to ScaleTrains in 2021

Rich Foster, Vice President of Sales, and 
Bradley Deleon, a member of MTH’s staff, 

e e e

t e t

Rich Foster and Bradley Deleon discuss the company’s new chapter

BY LUCAS IVERSON AND RENE SCHWEITZER

joined Classic Toy Trains Editor Rene Sch-
weitzer and Trains.com Writer Lucas Iver-
son to chat about the firm’s new chapter. 

CTT: What were the factors in deciding 

to keep MTH operating and producing 

model/toy train  products?

RICH: [Mike Wolf ’s initial retirement] 
was obviously within the early days of 
COVID-19, which left a lot of uncertainty 
about whether any business could survive. 
So, we had some inquiries from people he 

was looking to sell the whole business to, if 
possible. 

We didn’t have a whole lot of tooling in 
HO or S scale, so that got [sold] fairly 
quickly because the total dollars required 
were fairly low. But we probably had more 
O gauge tooling than the rest of the mar-
ket combined, so everybody was unsure 
about making that kind of commitment, 
dollar-wise. As it turned out, we sold some 
of that to Atlas and Lionel.

Meanwhile, I’d been working on a plan 
in case somebody did buy the business, as 
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I was hoping to keep [my] job. That led 
toward me working on a new business 
plan. I showed it to Mike, as it basically 
lowered the overhead with potentially less 
headaches. He decided he was willing to 
go forward with the plan, and that’s why 
we kept going.

CTT: Can you explain how the business 

changed to what it is now?

RICH: What we basically decided to do 
was reduce the staff and the overhead 
fairly significantly. The good news was we 
were able to keep a lot of our more experi-
enced people as contractors. They wanted 
to continue working on what they knew 
how to do. 

CTT: Were there significant challenges 

during the transition?

RICH: There were challenges because as 
soon as you get down to where you’ve got 
fewer employees, people need to do things 
that they weren’t used to doing in the past. 
But it’s been fine overall. It allows us to 
wear some hats that we might not have 
worn five years ago.

CTT: In the past year, MTH started 

releasing Tinplate Traditions and Rail-

King 1 Gauge products again. What 

does the future hold for those lines?

RICH: I would think with either of them, 
but particularly Tinplate, we’re going to 
have to see because we’re just about to 
deliver some of the first items from five-
plus years ago. Depending upon the 
responses and popularity, that will drive 
what we do moving forward, obviously.

The 1 Gauge products have so far been 
pretty good. We’ve invested in new tooling 
for the SD70ACe and ES44AC diesels, 
which weren’t cheap. So we plan on stay-
ing committed to that line. 

Tinplate is going to somewhat depend 
on how well the monorail and No. 400E 
steam locomotive do. We’re even about to 

MTH collaborates with hobby shops, toy train clubs, retailers, and other groups to produce 

a variety of custom-run O gauge products. Top: The Red Gold 3-Bay cylindrical hopper 

(No. 20-96882) was a custom-run for Mr. Muffin’s Trains. Above: The Long Island RR oper-

ating boxcar with signal man (No. 30-71262) was a custom-run for Trainworld.

FUN FACTS

First MTH product review in CTT: 

GE 8-40C diesel locomotive, Nov. 1993

First MTH cover mention: Alco locomo-

tives, Nov. 1994

First MTH engine as a cover photo-

graph: Conrail SD60, March 1998

MTH released several versions of an O gauge Detroit Monorail set in 2024-25 under the 

Tinplate Traditions line. This blue-and-cream model was available in a traditional version 

(No. 20-3052-0) and a version with Proto-Sound 3.0 (No. 20-3052-1).
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promote some passenger cars to go behind 
the latter. Obviously, Mike loves Tinplate. 
That was his passion and what started the 
business. So I’m sure it wouldn’t take a lot 
of coaxing to get him to stick behind it.

CTT: What led to the partnership with 

Atlas and the current collaboration with 

the manufacturer?

RICH: A lot of it stems from when they 
bought some of our tooling. Mike offered 
to Atlas the service of putting MTH’s elec-
tronics into the tooling that was bought. 
Right there, you have a hybrid-type work-
ing relationship. 

There are things that they want to do or 
we want to do, because the other company 
owns a particular tooling or whatnot. But 
it’s more of a partnership in general, and 
has to make sense for both companies to 
do a certain project. You will likely see 
more of something like that from time to 
time in the future.

CTT: What’s been the feedback from 

customers so far about the collabora-

tion?

RICH: I think it’s good. It can get a little 
confusing, and you have to do some 
explaining at times, especially to the deal-
ers. But overall, I think they’re happy.

CTT: Let’s say a club or dealer reaches 

out to you, wanting to make a custom-

run product. Can you explain the pro-

cess of how this comes together?

RICH: When we promote a particular 
item, we start getting inquiries. We tend to 
get as much information on the front end 
for what they want, and then tell them the 
basic quantities. We offer to do some 
things that I think help make the whole 
request more palatable, such as multiple 
car numbers on a particular road name. 
Certain customers will want multiple cars 
with unique car numbers.

Other times, we’ll get inquiries about a 
product we have not promoted yet. We’ll 
have dealers or clubs ask us, “When you 
run item x, y, and z again, can we jump in 
on a custom run of it?” Often, that drives 
what we’re going to be promoting in the 
near future.

It kind of goes both ways. But overall, 
it’s the dealers or clubs that get with us, 
provide images that they want, and we 
give them the opportunity to pick the car 

numbers. They have a chance to tweak the 
artwork. Once they approve it, the product 
goes into the mix of being built and deliv-
ered to them as soon as we 
can get it done.

BRADLEY: On top of that, 
it doesn’t just have to be a 
dealer or model railroad 
club. We also work with 
enrichment clubs, societies, 
and other smaller clubs. 
We even have a bakery in 
Pennsylvania that requests 
custom runs. So we’re open 
to inquiries on those.   

CTT: What do you wish our readers 

knew about MTH?

RICH: I think we have a reputation for 
offering high-quality products at an 
affordable price, as best we can in this 
industry. We do keep our overall overhead 
lower. It costs a lot of money to print those 
catalogs and mail them two times a year. 
But the way technology is now, it allows us 
to do weekly newsletters instead.

CTT: What does the future hold for 

MTH?

RICH: We’re going to keep building trains. 
We’re going to keep making stuff. Having 
Bradley on board has breathed new life 
into this place. He’s very good with the 
customers, really tries to help people, and 
is learning every day on the job. Because 
this is a strange industry to jump into if 
you haven’t been involved in it, there are 

nuances which will take a lot to figure out. 
But he’s doing great.

BRADLEY: I’ve noticed that 
the younger generation is 
way more into prototypical 
scale stuff from talking to 
them. So, we’ve worked with 
a lot of them, and I would 
go onto Discord chats and 
monitor [the discussion] in 
the background. They don’t 
know that it’s me, but I just 
try to absorb all the infor-
mation I can. I also try to go 

to other outlets like Facebook and forums 
to soak up all I can.

CTT: Any possibility for growth?

RICH: Yes. Since Bradley’s been on board, 
we have developed new tooling for motive 
power and rolling stock that we’re going to 
announce soon. Right there, once you start 
spending that kind of money and invest in 
tooling, you had better put it to good use. 
Now that I’ve got somebody younger and 
smarter than I am, he can take over and 
run with it. 

Atlas engines, like this C44-9W from the Premier line, include MTH’s Proto-Sound 3.0 and 

Bluetooth, allowing you to run the engine conventionally or using the MTH app. Cody Grivno photo

HOW TO REACH MTH

7393 Washington Blvd., Ste. 101, 

Elkridge, MD 21075

mthtrains.com

410-381-2580

Watch the extended video of this inter-

view with MTH on Trains.com/Video

.
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In 2020, I purchased Lionel’s No. 
2028310 Milk Car With Platform. 
Unfortunately, I was never happy with 
this car’s operation. It kept short-cir-

cuiting on my O gauge layout, especially 
when going through switches, because the 
pickup rollers would wander and 
strike the outside (ground) rail. 

I replaced the pickup roll-
ers with better ones, such as 
the ones Lionel uses on its 
boxcars equipped with 
sound. The fix is simple 
and straightforward, so I 
recommend you try it if 
your milk car is having the 
same issues.

REMOVE AND REPLACE 
First, remove the old rollers 
using cyanoacrylate adhesive 
(known as CA cement or 
super glue) debonder 
(available at any hobby 
shop). Next, cut the wires 
from the inner assembly 
to the rollers (hot), base 
plate (ground), and the two 
pickup shoes. Technically, you 
could cut only the wires to the 
two pickup shoes and leave the hot and 
ground wires in place. However, I found 
it helpful to remove the truck assemblies 
from the car.

Upgrade a 
modern 
Lionel Milk 
Car with 
Platform

Take a scrap piece of 0.040"-thick white 
styrene and cut two pieces, each 0.40" 
wide and 0.60" long, using a pair of scis-
sors. Stack the pieces to make a “sand-
wich.” You’ll need two sets of them – one 
for each truck assembly (Photo 1).

Attach the styrene sandwich to 
the pickup roller protrusions 

using CA. After the glue has 
dried, tap a 6-32 hole 
through both pieces of 
styrene. Also tap the new 
pickup rollers (Lionel 
No. CS-6805105057-P) 
for a 6-32 hole. Install a 

6-32 screw (⅛" long) into 
the newly tapped assembly. 

FINISHING STEPS
I reattached the cut wires on my 

car using a soldering iron. 
You could use small plastic 
wire connectors instead. 
The wires connect the 
4-wire JST connector on 
the inner assembly of the 
milk car. The first wire on 

the JST harness is the hot; 
the second is the ground. 

Finally, the third and fourth 
wires go to the two pickup shoes on the 

trucks (Photo 2).
With everything assembled and 

rewired, the underside of your milk car 

SUPPLY LIST
CA debonder

CA cement

0.040"-thick styrene scrap

(2) Lionel No. CS-6805105057-P pickup 
rollers (lionelsupport.com)

6-32 drill tap and drill bit

(2) 6-32 screws, ⅛" long

Scissors

Soldering iron or small plastic wire 
connectors

Black paint (optional)

should look like Photo 2. Then I painted 
the styrene black to blend it into the 
frame, but you can use black styrene 
instead of white if you can get it.

Now all you have to do is operate your 
car! I’ve been running my milk car with its 
new rollers through switches for a while, 
both forward and backward facing, and 
the car has performed flawlessly.

BONUS TIP: The milkman’s aim when 
tossing the milk cans really improves if the 
platform is set up correctly. There are two 
sets of notches, one higher than the other. 
If you have FasTrack, use the higher set of 
notches in the platform. 

Install different pickup rollers for  
reliable operation

STORY AND PHOTOS BY BRAD ADAMS

1

2
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n the 1950s and ’60s, Lionel offered 
models of the GP7 and GP9 road die-
sels made by the Electro-Motive Divi-
sion of General Motors. After General 

Mills acquired the rights to manufacture 
and market Lionel trains after 1969, it 
came as no surprise that its Model Prod-
ucts Corp. reintroduced that popular loco-
motive. It’s time to spotlight the No. 8030 
Illinois Central GP9 cataloged in 1970.

BACKGROUND
The 8030 was the highest end diesel 
offered by MPC, and General Mills publi-
cized that fact. Planned to lead the No. 
1087 Midnight Express set that was cata-
loged but never manufactured for 1970, 
the new diesel did not make its actual 
debut until the following year. It served as 
the motive power for the cataloged No. 
1186 Cross Country Set and the uncata-
loged No. 1187 Service Station Special 
(both six-car freights). In addition, the IC 
GP9 was available for separate sale.

o o e ’ o. 8030 
o e t e e

SOMETHING SPECIAL FOR GENERAL MILLS

STORY AND PHOTOS BY BRENDON DEATRICH

The 8030 GP9 looked like no previous 
Lionel road diesel. It sported a brilliant 
orange-and-white paint scheme and the 
most up-to-date Illinois Central logo. Too 
bad that black decorative element would 
be rendered obsolete in just a year, after 
the IC merged with the Gulf, Mobile & 
Ohio RR to form the Illinois 
Central Gulf.

Other features included a 
Type IIa motor, pickups on 
the power and dummy 
trucks, three-position 
reverse unit, and operating 
couplers. There were illumi-
nated number boards, work-
ing headlights, and an illu-
minated cab interior. 

TWO VERSIONS
Two distinct variations of the Lionel IC 
GP9 road diesel have been reported. 
There’s an early-production version plus 
the standardized version. 

General Mills was still figuring out how 
to combine effective use of inherited parts 
and stock with the ease of mass produc-
tion. As a result, the early variation reveals 
a wealth of interesting carryovers from the 
postwar era.

The most notable and easiest way to 
identify those carryovers was 
by checking the handrails. 
They consisted of a wire set 
into posts made from the 
stakes used on the No. 3461 
Log Dump Car, which Lio-
nel cataloged from 1949 
through 1955. 

Those stakes had down-
ward cuts made into them 
that allowed the railing to 
lock into place. While inter-

esting, the effect was less than convincing 
and was replaced with the lower-profile 
alternating stanchion railing fabricated 
from one continuous piece of plastic. That 
change made construction of the IC road 

e 
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diesel easier, and therefore MPC carried it 
over to all future releases of the Geeps.

The other noteworthy postwar remnant 
was the fuel tank, which can occasionally 
be seen sporting the original battery-oper-
ated horn instructions, despite the engine’s 
lack of a horn. That feature would not be 
seen in an MPC engine until 1973. Even 
within the early production run, not all 
units have this leftover stamping, making 
versions with both components even 
harder to find. 

COMPANION UNIT
While the 8030 was initially shown with a 
No. 8031 unpowered IC GP9 in the cata-
log for 1970, MPC didn’t release an 
unpowered companion unit until 1972. 
The latter road diesel was assigned the 
product number 8254; the number 8031 
had gone to a Canadian National GP7 
road diesel that debuted in 1971.

The 8254 can be found only with the 
standardized plastic handrail stanchions. It 
won’t match the early-production varia-
tion of its powered mate.     

BOXES
The boxes used for the 8030 and 8254 IC 
GP9s reflect the development of produc-
tion and marketing under MPC. The first 
boxes were thick white cardboard and had 
a clamshell design with a punch-out win-
dow. The earliest releases were simply 
stamped, with a sticker added as produc-
tion went on. It boldly declared that the 
diesel “Pulls more than 25 cars” and 
showed how MPC aimed to make the item 
more attractive to consumers at the point 
of sale, listing features and adding graph-
ics to the box, a trend that would be 
exploited on future offerings. 

Later the powered unit and its compan-
ion were issued in the standard red box 

that showed a veritable miniature catalog 
of offerings around its borders!

CONCLUSIONS
As with many of MPC’s first offerings, the 
8030 IC GP9 represented the commitment 
by General Mills to bring out exciting new 
and contemporary items. It demonstrated 
the real-life shift in railroading from cab 
units, such as the F3, to road switchers, 
such as the GP9. In fact, other than an 
Amtrak F3 released in 1974, the cataloged 
line would never again offer an F3 as a 
contemporary model.

That notable shift stuck with General 
Mills — GP9s were continuously released 
as some of the most deluxe, collector-
grade models throughout the later era of 
production. Even today, the GP9 is offered 
by Lionel as a solid and reliable work-
horse, just like the full-size Geeps still 
earning their keep on rails today. 

Model Products Corp., the division of General Mills that was in charge of manufacturing Lionel Trains for General Mills in the early 1970s, 

first cataloged the No. 8030 Illinois Central GP9 road diesel in 1970. The earliest version (left) used postwar parts for the stanchions that 

held the shiny metal railing. By 1971, MPC had substituted thinner stanchions fabricated out of plastic (right).

An unpowered companion unit joined Lionel’s 

cataloged line in 1972, when the No. 8254 

Illinois Central GP9 made its debut. It remained 

in the line for only that year.
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Use components from Ross and GarGraves for smooth operation and more realism

STORY AND PHOTOS BY STAN TRZONIEC

side from benchwork, the best 
foundation you can have for 
flawless operation on a layout 
is good trackwork. While track 

is available from Atlas, Lionel, Menards, 
and MTH, looking at other manufacturers, 
such as Ross Custom Switches and Gar-
Graves Trackage, can really open up 
opportunities in design and layout realism.

For many years, I relied on Lionel O 
and O-27 tubular track with added hand-
cut ties. Later, I spiced up my home layout 
with a combination of GarGraves switches 
powered with Pioneer switch machines 
with broad 36"-radius curves for high-
speed operation using GarGraves’ brand of 
flexible track. 

Seven layouts later, I sold all my Lionel 

track and started over with both Ross and 
GarGraves. I’ve never looked back, so if 
you are in doubt, I am here to show you 
the way.

TRACK SPECIFICATIONS
Ross offers 47 different kinds of switches 
for the semi-scale operator. The list is 
much too long to include with this article, 
but switches are available in both straight 
(Nos. 4, 5, 6, and so forth) and curved 
models in O-31, O-42, and O-54 to replace 
Lionel switches.

Ross also makes smooth-running, 
high-speed curved switches, along with 
wyes; crossings in 30, 45, 60, and 90 
degrees; double crossovers; a slip switch; 
ladder tracks; and yard tracks up to 57" in 

length for eight tracks. Sectional track 
comes in straight and curves from O-31 
up to O-128 diameter, with everything 
mounted on wood ties. Prewired, manual, 
or switch-machine switches are available, 
as are paper switch templates from the 
Ross website to help with placement 
before ordering.

GarGraves Trackage offers less variety 
in switches, but enough in 31" to 100" plus 
a wye, crossings, gantry, uncoupling track 
sections, and trestle track complete with 
center guardrails. Their flexible 37"-long 

GarGraves track adds an extra touch of 

realism to the author’s O gauge layout, as 

shown in this view of the east entrance of 

the modern diesel facility.
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track (with or without a black center rail) 
is great for tight places or areas where sec-
tional track will not work. Track is also 
available from GarGraves with plastic ties 
and stainless-steel rails for outdoor use. 

GETTING STARTED
Before you lay even one section of track, 
make sure your benchwork is perfect. This 
should include the framework, plywood 
base, and, if you use it, a top Homasote 
layer. Systematically, you level the founda-
tion, attach the plywood, and then secure 
the Homasote with an extra screw or two. 
I emphasize screws because if you ever 
have to move, they make layout disassem-
bly easier. Been there!

For trackwork, I suggest investing in a 
quality motor tool and a premium solder-
ing gun (I prefer Weller). With the motor 
tool, make sure it includes a flexible shaft 
to allow the cutoff wheel to lay flat against 
the track for a straight cut. The body of 
the tool is sometimes too large, and you 
will find yourself cutting track at an angle. 

You’ll also want to purchase a pack of 
cutoff discs, some rubberized Cratex 
grinding wheels, and a roll of rosin-core 
solder for wire connections to the track. A 
pair of safety glasses should complete your 
tool kit.

INSTALLING THE TRACK
My choice of the Ross/GarGraves combi-
nation is simple. Aside from appearance, 
they connect with top-mounted rail pins 
for a more secure connection and mate 
together flawlessly. Because of the wood 
ties, you don’t need an insulated rail sec-
tion; instead, just cut a gap in the rail, sol-
der your lead from your accessory for 
power, use the other wire as your ground 
to the outside rail, and you are done! [See 
the Summer 2025 issue of Classic Toy 
Trains for more on electricity. – Editor]

Assuming your track plan is completed, 
start adding track on the layout and install 
as you go. If you lay the track sections on 
the table, be sure to keep them level with 
each other as you join them, Doing so 
reduces any damage while allowing for a 
seamless mating.

Consider where you want to install 
gaps to isolate sections for electrical 
blocks, and install plastic joiners in the 
middle rail now, while marking the section 
with a bit of tape (as a reminder). It’s bet-
ter for the track to install the plastic insu-
lators now, so you pull it apart less often. 
Do not secure anything yet, including the 
wiring, as that will come when you are 
happy with this temporary setup and 
everything is in place.

No doubt, you are going to come to a 
spot that needs cutting or fitting. You can 
use an inexpensive hobby razor saw or a 
motor tool. Mark the rail and then line up 
a tie under the mark for cutting, as this 
will help you keep a straight cut (see photo 
at right). Before I cut, I place a piece of 
tape at the spot even with the tie under-
neath. This helps keep a straight line for a 
perfect cut. Lay the head of the flexible 
shaft as close to the surface of the track as 
possible, and cut using a slow and even 
motion with the disc.

You may want to practice on a spare 
piece of track first. If you can’t get the shaft 
close enough to the track for a straight cut, 
start past the line an inch or so and then 
attack it from the other side, as this allows 
you to lower the shaft even closer to the 
benchwork for a straighter cut.

Clean up the cut with a hobby file or 
the polishing disc. Then insert a 4D fin-
ishing nail slightly into the hole to open it 
up again for the opposing track pin.

Attaching a feeder to the black oxide 
center rail is always a challenge the first 
time, but it’s easily accomplished with the 
aid of a Cratex rubber-polishing wheel, 
which is available in kit form with a vari-
ety of sizes. I use the fine texture with their 
smaller wheel so it fits into the track easily.

RESOURCES

• Caboose Industries  
cabooseind.com

• Circuitron 
circuitron.com

• GarGraves 
gargraves@gargraves.com

• Ross Custom Switches 
rossswitches.com

• Z Stuff for Trains 
zstuffexpress.com

Before installing any track or switches on a 

layout, be sure your benchwork is perfect 

and level all around. Smooth trackwork 

depends on a good foundation.

Ross Custom Switches has downloadable 

templates on its website. You can lay out 

your switch positions in paper first and then 

order the correct model and right quantity.

For the best track appearance, the author 

recommends that you purchase premade 

curves from either company.  They are 

smooth, mate perfectly, and look great.

When working with track and installing 

plastic insulating pins, it is a good idea to 

mark each center rail for wiring later. Here, 

the author is cinching up each rail tightly for 

good electrical contact. 

On his railroad, the author uses the middle 

rail on all his trackwork for signaling by 

gapping as shown here. Tape keeps the 

position of the gaps visible until everything 

has been wired and secured.
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Attach the wheel to a spindle and then 
polish away the black coating so it will 
take the solder. Run the wire up from 
under the track, turn it into an “L” shape, 
and push it against the rail with the heated 
gun while feeding a bit of solder. I hold it 
in place with stripwood until the solder 
has set. Later, I’ll write over the solder with 
a black permanent marker so it blends in.

After the track is positioned with each 
section or switch tightened up against the 
next, there are various schools of thought 
on how to attach it, depending on the 
underlying surface. If you are using a 
raised roadbed on a plywood base, I rec-
ommend screwing the track down. I use 
only Homasote as the sound-deadening 
base, so I add #17 x ¾" nails. 

After using a small drill on each to 
keep the tie from splitting, I find this 
length will go into the Homasote about a 
half-inch without working loose later.

Should you ever have to disassemble 
the trackwork, a slight movement under 
the tie with a thin putty knife will allow 
the track to release from the base without 
breakage or damage. 

FINISHING IDEAS
To make nice sweeping curves, I purchase 
GarGraves sectional track. Sure, you can 

bend flextrack into any radius, but then 
you are strapped with finishing the ends 
even. The ready-made curves are perfect 
and mate with the track for a professional 
look without the kinks. Not to say I don’t 
bend the flextrack to fit an industrial spur 
or an approach to my diesel house, but for 
mainline traffic I advise going with the 
prefabricated curves.

To move the points on the switch, you 
can use a Z-Stuff for Trains No. DZ-1000 
Switch Machine or a Tortoise electric 
switch motor. For manual operation, I rec-
ommend a Caboose Industries No. 208S 

hand throw. I prefer manual operation, as 
I like to follow the train and make indus-
trial switching moves with my handheld 
controller. The Caboose Industries hand 
throw installs easily on either side of the 
switch with spikes or #19 x ½" nails.

Touch up the heads of the nails with a 
black marker on both the track and the 
switch stands. Add ballast, glue it in place 
(see photo above) to add that finished 
look, and you are ready to roll.

If you’re considering upgrading your 
layout to the semi-scale side of realism, try 
using Ross and GarGraves products. 

Before cutting track, mark it with a permanent marker as shown by the dot in front of 

the tape for a starting point.  Move a tie forward to act as a guide for a straight cut. 

Keep the flexible shaft horizontal to ensure a straight cut and wear safety glasses.

Mating track sections is easy if you place 

each piece on the table and push them to-

gether. Note the insulating pin on the lower 

track ready to complete these sections.  

Cleaning the oxide coating off the middle 

rail is easy with a motor tool and small rub-

ber abrasive discs from Cratex. This area is 

ready to solder the wire to the track.

The author likes to use the Caboose 

Industries No. 208S O scale hand throws. 

Using #19 x ½" brads makes installation of 

these throws quite easy.

To complete your trackwork and to add 

more realism, the author strongly recom-

mends applying ballast and adding white 

glue diluted with water as a binder.

Whether installed on the main line or within a yard, GarGraves track always makes your 

three-rail layout look better and more realistic.
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EXPLORE THIS COLORFUL AND ENTERTAINING DISPLAY

STORY AND PHOTOS BY WALT HITESHEW

he worst toy train layout I ever 
saw was one I really liked! That 
tells you a bit about me.

The layout spotlighted here is 
the 8½ x 17½-foot U-shaped railroad that 
showcases the collection of Marx trains 
and accessories I’ve been accumulating for 
more than 40 years. In particular, it revives 
memories of two important Marx collec-
tors and Christmas gardens.

Unlike the majority of Marx enthusiasts 
who cut their teeth on those wonderful 
trains and toys and never lost their enthu-
siasm for them, I spent my childhood 

playing with Lionel locomotives and cars. 
My family set them up during the holiday 
season, putting together what folks in my 
native Baltimore call a “Christmas garden.”

I remember our 4 x 8-foot displays 
adorned with Plasticville U.S.A. houses 
and accessories. We ran a prewar passen-
ger set and a postwar freight train led by 
No. 2032 Erie Alco FA diesels. I loved it 
when we turned off the lights in the living 
room and watched as a searchlight car cast 
shadows on the walls. What a light show! 

I was 16 years old in 1969, when I 
bought my first train at a yard sale. It was 

1  Bursting out of a tunnel on 

Walt Hiteshew’s O gauge 8½ x 

17½-foot layout is the prewar 

Union Pacific streamliner from 

Louis Marx & Co. that steered 

him toward its great trains.



42     Classic Toy Trains • SPRING 2026

a Marx Union Pacific streamliner in green 
and cream. It was the beginning of a life-
time of collecting, studying, writing about, 
and operating toy and scale model trains.

Things really took off again about 10 
years later, after I had begun my career 
and married. Once 
more, constructing a 
Christmas garden was 
the driving force. My 
wife and I had bought 
our first home and 
wanted to make it feel 
right for the holidays. 
An O gauge display 
was the answer, and 
we had lots of fun.

That first layout 
measured 5 x 7 feet 
and had two Lionel 
trains plus my trusty 
Marx streamliner. 
Over the next few 
years, I built a new 
garden every Christmas. Then in 1984, I 
started on my first permanent layout. That 
7 x 18-foot O gauge railroad had four lev-
els of track on which my son and I could 
operate as many as five trains at once. 

CHANGED ATTITUDE
By the late 1980s, I had three children and 
began going to local train shows, only to 
find the prices of postwar Lionel trains 
were skyrocketing. I took my older son to 
the shows, and he began showing interest 

in the little six-inch tin-
plate trains by Marx. 

One day my son 
turned to me and 
offered some sage 
advice: “Dad, I think 
the reason you don’t 
like Marx trains is 
because you see trains 

as models of real 
trains rather than as 
toys. If you look at 
Marx as toys and not 
models I really think 
you’ll like them.” 

I was blown away 
by the insight of an 
8-year-old. I began 

buying some Marx for him at each show, 
and soon I had fallen in love with the 
beautifully decorated engines and cars. 
That made sense because I was a profes-
sional artist and realized the lithography 

used by Louis Marx & Co. on its trains and 
toys is definitely artwork. 

Within a year I had sold the bulk of my 
Lionel trains and become a collector of 
Marx. I decided to do it right — meeting 
fellow Marx collectors, buying books 
about Marx trains, and looking under 
tables at shows to find the Marx treasures.

As far as layouts went, however, I was 
content with building Christmas gardens 
for my Marx trains. I had dismantled my 
permanent O gauge layout, but I had not 
yet replaced it with a one dedicated to my 
current interest — trains made by Marx.

GETTING TO WORK
For the past 15 years or so, I have devoted 
my imagination, energy, and time to the 
Marx layout featured here. I studied the 
area available to me and concluded that I 
had only a 13 x 23-foot space to work in. 
Then I got down to work on my U-shaped 
display, which stands 36 inches off the 
floor and rises another 12 inches.

I opted for open-grid benchwork that 
has inverted T-girders and cross-members 
standing on 2 x 4s veneered with oak. 
They support a platform made of ½-inch-
thick sheets of plywood on the flat area.

2  A couple of tired hobos amble across the magnificent Carol Viaduct erected by Walt at a key spot on the railroad. The Baltimore & Ohio 

steam engine and tender combination on the point of a freight train consisting of boxcars represent Walt’s own “custom artwork.” 

Walt and his wife understand that 

much of the pleasure we associate 

with toy trains involves sharing the 

hobby with others, in particular their 

children and grandchildren.
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I put down some ½-inch-thick foam 
insulation board. In addition, many sec-
tions of Menards three-rail tubular track 
were gently screwed through that material.

Personally, the look and reliability of 
old-fashioned tubular track appeals to me. 
Menards offers O gauge straights and 
curves whose diameters include 31, 36, 
and 42 inches. For the switches, I use vin-
tage electric types produced by Marx. The 
reason is plain and simple: No other brand 
works as well with Marx locomotives, 
which are known for the wide flanges on 
their wheels.

Not that my motive power roster is lim-
ited to Marx. I own and run engines from 
prewar days made by American Flyer, Haf-
ner, Henry Katz, Hoge, Lionel, and Marx. 
The prewar freight and passenger cars 
coupled to those locomotives are equally 
as eclectic.

Power for trains and accessories comes 
from three 150-watt Marx and two Lionel 
transformers all wired in parallel. Three of 

the transformers handle nothing but the 
more than 125 lights! I chose vintage 
transformers because my layout aims to 
represent the 1934-42 era, and my goal 
was to stay within those time boundaries 
as much as possible. 

BLOCKS AND HILLS
There are three loops of track: outside, 
inside, and mountain. The outside loop 
has a separate siding so two trains can run. 
Double-pole single-throw toggle switches 
energize blocks and Marx block signals. 
The inner loop has no switches or blocks.

The mountain loop is wired for two-
train operation. There are three indepen-
dent blocks: level, incline, and decline. The 
train at the end of a block stops to energize 
the train on the block ahead. The loop can 
also be operated with all blocks energized 
but only one train running constantly. 

For building the mountain and hills, I 
relied on traditional hard-shell methods. I 
laid down wood formers spaced 12 inches 

apart and secured plastic screening over 
them. I then covered the screening with 
plaster-infused gauze and spackling com-
pound. Some spots were covered with 
crumpled aluminum foil to suggest a 
rocky surface. Elsewhere, I collected shale 
from my backyard and secured the rocks 
in place for a natural appearance.

I painted all the surfaces with commer-
cial watercolors before finishing with a 
variety of ground covers from Woodland 
Scenics and lichen from Life-Like. I fabri-
cated the trees from different dried flower 
components that I eventually painted to 
mimic life. They are the only plastics used 
in the layout other than walls, which I 
made of Styrofoam. 

City roads were created by cutting the 
shape from ¼-inch-thick plywood and 
then raising the negative space with 
¼-inch scraps to form curbs. I added 
street sewers and manholes (actually, cop-
per pennies) before painting everything 
with primer and shaking on sawdust.

3  Toy train enthuasist Walt Hiteshew has devoted his adult years to collecting and displaying the marvelous electric trains and other kinds 

of playthings manufactured and marketed by Louis Marx & Co. during the decades before and after World War II.
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AT A GLANCE

Walt Hiteshew’s O gauge layout

Dimensions: 8½ x 17½ feet

Track: Menards (diameters range from 

31 to 42 inches)

Switches: Marx

Motive power: American Flyer, Hafner, 

Henry Katz, Hoge, Lionel, Marx

Rolling stock: American Flyer, Hafner, 

Henry Katz, Hoge, Lionel, Marx

Controls: Lionel, Marx transformers

Accessories: Lionel, Marx

Structures: Byron Molds, Chein, Hafner, 

Hornby, Kibri, Marx, Wyandotte

Vehicles: Barclay, Dinky, Hubley, London 

Toy, Marx, Sun Rubber, Tootsietoy, 

Wyandotte
4  Seems as though Walt hired a hot-air balloon to lift him high above the village of 

Jacobton (named for another of his grandchildren) to snap this unforgettable view of the 

main thoroughfares filled with antique vehicles and the structures bordering the streets.

Outside and inside loops of track, along with one traversing the mountainous region of 

Walt’s layout, promise lots of action. The numbered arrows correspond to the numbers      

in each of the captioned photos he snapped for this exclusive article on his Marx display.

 TRAINS.COM MEMBER VIDEO» TRAINS.COM/CTT/VIDEOS
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Dragich to create a convincing cityscape is 
unusual, yet I believe I’ve managed to pull 
it off convincingly.

All in all, I’m happy with the results of 
what has taken a few years to complete 
and continues to please and inspire me. 
Above all, I hope my layout will encourage 
other hobbyists, regardless of the brand 
they prefer, to start work on their own lay-
outs and build for the next generation. 

 Once the sawdust had dried, I sanded 
it off and painted the streets gray. Cross-
walks and parking spaces went on last, 
after I masked and carefully painted them. 

MY FAVORITES
My initial response whenever anyone asks 
me about my favorite areas is to say that I 
like everything on the layout. Then I get to 
thinking and admit I am proudest of what 
I named the Carol Viaduct. It wasn’t in the 
original plan, but while laying the track I 
saw the opportunity to add it. I realized 
from the get-go that structure would 
require a few weeks of labor. Yet the time 
and effort were worthwhile because of the 
beauty added.

The most challenging aspect about the 
viaduct was that it had to be curved to fit 
the space. That meant its two sides had to 
be different in size and the arches would 
also differ in size. Furthermore, the light-
ing was handmade and had to be posi-
tioned correctly before the walkways were 
built. Wiring went into channels under the 
walkways. Lots of work!

I also love the towns of Graceland and 
Brookevale, which I’ve named for my 
eldest granddaughters. They, like all of my 
grandchildren, are represented in some 
way on the layout, whether in a town, a 
farm, or an airport. The youngsters make 
it a point when visiting to check out their 
namesake on the railroad and ensure it 
looks its best.

Looking ahead to the near future, I 
plan to add interactive elements to the lay-
out to make it even more interesting and 
entertaining for the grandkids and their 
friends. I have in mind a loading station 
for the candy train (a dump station already 
exists), circling airplanes, rotating blades 
on the windmill, a live steam power plant, 
and smoking chimneys.

DIFFERENT APPROACHES
There are many types of toy train layouts. 
Some builders care nothing about scenery 
and just want track to run trains. Some try 
to replicate life to a high degree. Some 
have in place every structure and acces-
sory the owner has. All these approaches 
have value.

Nevertheless, I wanted something dif-
ferent. My goal was to create a convincing 
diorama with an interesting track plan, 
landscaped to a level approximating the 
realism of my toy trains and buildings. 
Too real, though, and the tinplate trains 
would look wrong.

I call this approach “scaled realism.” It 
relies heavily on incorporating vintage toy 
structures, even some not necessarily 
made for miniature train layouts, into an 
idyllic fantasy world that takes you back to 
the America of the 1930s and early 1940s, 
when life was simpler than it is today. My 
use of tin lithographed buildings as well as 
ceramic structures and details made by 
hand by my late mother-in-law Dorothy 

5  Even hobbyists unfamiliar with what Louis Marx & Co. produced during the prewar and 

postwar eras will see beauty in the tinplated and lithographed buildings and accessories.

6  The engineer and fireman aboard the Canadian Pacific steamer wonder whether they 

should be inside Graceland Church instead of toiling on a Sunday morning in October.



LIONEL’S PRESENCE AT THE ST. LOUIS 

One of the highlights of the World’s Fair held in St. Louis, Mo., in 1904 was the Palace of Electricity. It showcased endless electrical marvels 

and novelties at exhibits created by manufacturers and retailers. Among the latter was the Ewing-Merkle Electric Co. from the host city. It 

stocked Lionel electric trains and likely showed them at the world’s fair.
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he St. Louis World’s Fair, better 
known as the Louisiana Purchase 
Exposition, took place from April 
through December 1904, on a 

1,245-acre site near downtown St. Louis, 
Mo. The fair helped popularize the ice 
cream cone, peanut butter, puffed rice 
cereal, and Lionel Trains. To understand 
The Lionel Manufacturing Co.’s role at the 
fair, let’s look at Joshua Lionel Cowen’s 
(then Cohen) early efforts to promote his 
fairly new business.

EWING-MERKLE
The 1903 private-issue catalog from the 
Ewing-Merkle Electric Co. of St. Louis 
offers valuable insights about Lionel. It 
shows how a relatively obscure electric 
train manufacturer secured participation 
in a distinguished international event.

The Ewing-Merkle Co. was located at 
1106 Pine St. in downtown St. Louis, an 
area known for its many industries 
focused on the growing markets for tele-
phone and electrical products. Prior to the 
establishment of Ewing-Merkle, this 
address had been home to electric supply 
firms; it served similar purposes after the 
company’s closure.

The machinery on display inside the Palace of Electricity must have left fairgoers in awe. 

Fascination with electricity and what it might accomplish was widespread at the time. As 

the floor plan of the building revealed, exhibitors came from around the globe. The circled 

area on the left side indicates where Ewing-Merkle had constructed its display.
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The firm was incorporated in April 
1903 by Nathaniel W. Ewing, a 31-year-old 
entrepreneur from St. Louis who assumed 
the role of president, and William S. 
Merkle, age 35, who was appointed general 
manager. Other entrepreneurs also con-
tributed to the company’s foundation.

Thanks to its “Everbest” brand, Ewing-
Merkle became a well-respected St. Louis 
business, specializing in telephones, elec-
trical novelties, dry-cell batteries, and elec-
tric motors. It secured a strong position in 
distributing products of fast-growing busi-
nesses: Sumter Telephone Manufacturing 
Co. of Sumter, S.C.; Prometheus Electric 
Co. of New York City, known for cooking 
utensils; and American Circular Loom Co. 
of Chelsea, Mass., known for flexible elec-
tric conduits.

Of great importance to toy train histo-
rians, Ewing-Merkle was a distributor for 
The Lionel Manufacturing Co. However, 
the toy train products Ewing-Merkle 
advertised never bore the name “Lionel.”

LIONEL AT THE FAIR
After losing a bid to Chicago to host the 
1893 World’s Fair, St. Louis organizers 
vowed to present an even more impressive 
global exposition. The Louisiana Purchase 
Exposition, postponed from 1903 to 1904, 
became a substantial endeavor that show-
cased many contemporary scientific and 

Ewing-Merkle Electric Co. issued its own catalog for retailers and consumers in 1903. 

The firm left no doubt that it aimed to reach boys interested in “electrical novelties.”

commercial innovations, alongside the 
ceremonial hallmarks and optimism of the 
new century. The local fairgrounds 
encompassed an extensive area, necessitat-
ing maps and trams for visitors to navigate 
its many attractions efficiently.

Years of meticulous planning and coor-
dination culminated in the opening of the 
fair on April 30, 1904, helping St. Louis 
emerge as a symbol of progress and aspira-
tion. Concurrently, it hosted the third 
modern Olympic Games, highlighting its 
growing significance.

For The Lionel Manufacturing Co., the 
fair was both an opportunity and a prov-
ing ground. Securing a place among the 
exhibitors meant positioning its products 
at the heart of progress, amid innovations 
destined to shape daily life for generations 
to come.

Within the Palace of Electricity — a 
soaring structure dedicated to the miracles 
wrought by current and coil — Lionel’s 
wares, which consisted of toy trains, bat-
teries, and small motors, would be dis-
played alongside key advancements in 
lighting, telephone communication, and 
electric-generating machinery. Lionel’s 
electric trains were more than toys; they 
were symbols of a future powered by 
imagination and ingenuity.

The scale and innovation showcased at 
the exposition were unmatched: grand 

pavilions, gleaming palaces, and dazzling 
exhibits. Lionel’s participation was strate-
gic and symbolic. Nestled among other 
pioneers of electricity, its displays of min-
iature trains and electric motors caught 
the eyes of curious visitors and budding 
enthusiasts alike.

The St. Louis World’s Fair provided 
Lionel with a platform to demonstrate the 
excitement and endless possibilities of 
electric-powered toys. It also enabled the 
New York-based toy train maker to firmly 
establish its name in the burgeoning world 
of electrical entertainment.

This newfound exposure elevated Lio-
nel’s status, opening doors to business alli-
ances and expanding its distribution foot-
print. Ewing-Merkle’s support played a key 
role, ensuring that Lionel products 
reached new audiences beyond the fair-
ground’s gates.

LIONEL EMERGES
Against this backdrop of invention and 
spectacle, Lionel’s presence was subtle yet 
significant. Its collaboration with Ewing-
Merkle — respected in the region for elec-
trical expertise — afforded the firm access 
to a discriminating audience awaiting the 
next new thing. The fair buzzed with 
excitement, and word spread about the 
miniature locomotives from Lionel that 
glided effortlessly along their tracks — 
capturing the collective fancy of seasoned 
engineers, curious kids, and everyone in 
between. Meanwhile, Lionel’s top rivals, 
such as Carlisle & Finch, Ives Manufactur-
ing, and Knapp, were notably absent.

The Palace of Electricity served as a 
significant testament to the technological 
advancements of its time and was 
described in contemporary press accounts 
as “one of the great centers of attraction at 
the fair due to the large number and vari-
ety of operating exhibits.” Records indicate 
that Lionel featured an operational exhibit 
within the palace. The structure itself was 
expansive, measuring 700 feet in width 
and 600 feet in depth, designed in a pen-
tagonal shape that enclosed a spacious 
courtyard. The building’s construction 
cost reached $400,000, equivalent to more 
than $13 million today.

LIONEL EXHIBIT
The Lionel exhibit was assigned to Block 
14, alongside seven companies within the 
Ewing-Merkle collective displays. Even 
though toy exhibits at the St. Louis fair 
were usually placed inside the Palace of R
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Manufactures, Lionel, displaying a novel 
application of electricity, appeared in the 
Palace of Electricity with General Electric, 
Westinghouse, and Edison Manufacturing. 

Lighting pioneer Thomas Edison vis-
ited the fair and oversaw the assembly and 
installation of electrical exhibits to ensure 
they were properly powered by his inven-
tions. Although Joshua Cowen, Lionel’s 
founder, was known to have visited St. 
Louis in 1903, there’s no evidence that he 
or any Lionel employee visited the exposi-
tion a year later.

The grandeur of the exposition was not 
merely in its scale but also in its ambition 
to celebrate the cutting edge of innovation. 
Visitors who wandered into the Palace of 
Electricity found themselves surrounded 
by marvels previously confined to the 
realm of imagination: flickering incandes-
cent bulbs, humming dynamos, and the 
intricate machinery of a dawning electrical 
and telephony age. Visitors to this electric 
wonderland were invited to send wireless 
messages from one end of the building to 
the opposite end.

Lionel’s small yet significant display 
offered a captivating blend of entertain-
ment and technical prowess. The strongest 
endorsement of Lionel’s involvement was 
recorded in the Rand McNally Guide to the 
World’s Fair, which placed the emerging 
firm in the publication under “Notable 
Exhibits: Electric Toys and novelties. Will 
interest the children.”

Considering the St. Louis World’s Fair 
had more than 2,500 exhibitors from just 
the United States, this was an incredible 
recognition for Cohen and his pioneering 
electric toy train company. All the same, in 
spite of the popularity of Lionel’s exhibit, 
there is no evidence that an official medal 
of achievement was awarded to the toy 
train maker.

Crowds gathered in awe as miniature 
locomotives traced endless loops of track, 
their tiny lights glimmering beneath the 
palace’s 80-foot-high ceiling. Children 
pressed eagerly against the railings, while 
adults exchanged knowing glances, recog-
nizing the transformative potential of such 
inventions.

LASTING IMPACT
The Lionel exhibit represented for many 
attendees their first encounter with toys 
that moved as if by magic — except the 
mystery was revealed in the whir and click 
of Lionel’s electric motors. The public’s 
fascination was evident, as visitors 

To boost sales and promote general interest in electricity, Ewing-Merkle launched 

Everbest magazine. The November 1907 issue showed three Lionel models for sale.

returned often to watch the many minia-
ture electric trains race along their imagi-
nary routes and dreamed of the future, 
when electric marvels of this nature were 
certain to grace their own homes.

Ewing-Merkle, following its successful 
participation at the St. Louis World’s Fair, 
went on serving as a distributor for Lionel 
products through 1908. The company’s 
different publications retained the “Ever-
best” branding while promoting Lionel 
merchandise. The November 1907 issue 
included a page advertising what clearly 
were Lionel models. Three of the models 
were identified with product numbers 
identical to what Lionel used.

Unfortunately for Ewing-Merkle, 
reduced engagement with the expanding 

telephone market and aggressive competi-
tion in the electrical components space 
weakened its profitability. Furthermore, 
limited association with the increasingly 
prominent “Lionel” brand may have 
played a role in the company’s decline. As 
a consequence, the Ewing-Merkle Electric 
Co. was voluntarily dissolved sometime 
during 1908.

There remains uncertainty about the 
extent of The Lionel Manufacturing Co.’s 
participation in the Louisiana Purchase 
Exposition of 1904. But the firm’s associa-
tion with Ewing-Merkle at that notewor-
thy event signified the commencement of 
a new era for Lionel in advancing the 
development and marketing of its electric 
toy trains. 
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s the postwar period began for 
Lionel, concern for more color-
ful and highly decorative prod-
ucts became paramount. The 

company began studying different pro-
cesses for decorating its trains.

The tried-and-true methods — heat- 
and rubber-stamping — were used to great 
success, but both had limitations. Heat-
stamping required a fairly flat surface and 
could print only one color at a time, mak-
ing it highly labor intensive. Rubber-
stamping could print as many as three col-
ors at a time, but they weren’t always crisp. 
Furthermore, the line up of colors was not 
always precise.

Lionel did make limited use of screen 
printing, better known as silk screening, in 
the 1950s. However, it required a profes-
sional printer. Also, the screens had a ten-
dency to break down or leak after only a 
few hundred passes, often causing blur-
ring. The results weren’t always top notch. 

Therefore, supervisors at Lionel were 
seeking additional ways of decorating 
locomotives in the 1950s and ‘60s. They 
discovered the advantages of decals, espe-
cially when adding graphics to diesels. 
Since most decals contained up to five 
clear color designs, the final decoration 
could be applied by a worker with a simple 

LEARN HOW LIONEL DECORATED 
ITS POSTWAR LOCOMOTIVES

STORY BY LEN CARPARELLI 

PHOTOS BY CODY GRIVNO AND WILLIAM ZUBACK

roll of paper towels and a dish of water — 
just the way modelers were doing at home.

INTRODUCING DECALS
Decals have been around for a long time. 
The full name is actually “decalcomania,” a 
term that comes from combining two 
French words meaning “to trace” and “the 
art of imitating porcelain ware.”

A design is printed on special water-

sensitive paper and coated with a clear 
carrier film to contain the design and 
allow it to transfer onto the intended 
object. When immersed in water, the 
entire design and carrier film slip off the 
transfer paper and can be placed wherever 
desired. Decals are delicate, thin, and 
prone to tearing and rupture at this stage. 

For Lionel, probably the most famous 
water decals were the lettering and num-
ber sets they made for the No. 700K, the 
kit sold to build a scale 4-6-4 New York 
Central Hudson in the late prewar era. 
While regular-production 700Es were let-
tered in silver using rubber stamping, the 
700K decal lettering sets were white, 
although most have yellowed with age.

HOW DECALS ARE MADE
Decals are manufactured most often by 
screen printing on a special transfer paper. 
A unique decal lacquer ink is printed one 
color at a time onto the paper. Full decal 
sheets may contain 100 or more complete 
decals. Quite often the clear “carrier” film 

The New York Central red nose herald was 

applied as a decal on the Nos. 2333 and 

2344 F3 diesel locomotives. 

The carrier film in older decals often yellow 

or create a “halo” around the decal. In some 

cases, like with the No. 2373 Canadian 

Pacific F3, the entire front of the engine can 

appear discolored.
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F3 diesels

2333/2343 Santa Fe 1948-52 Yellow nose (1) and red “GM” (2)

2333/2344 NYC 1948-52 Red nose oval (1) and black “GM” (2)

2345 West Pacific 1952 Black/red/white nose and small black “GM” (2)

2353/2383 Santa Fe
1953-55, 
1958-66

Same as 2343 but no “GM” decal

2354 NYC 1953-55 Same as 2344; GM logo was heat stamped

2355 West Pacific 1953 Same as 2345; GM logo was heat stamped

2356 Southern 1954-56 Nose circle logo/no “GM” markings

2363 Ill Central 1955-56 Nose diamond only

2240/2367 Wabash 1955-56 Nose “flag” on both versions

2373 Can Pacific 1957 Nose CP logo and yellow wings

2378 Milw Road 1956 Flame decal covers entire front of engine

2379 D&RGW 1957-58
Full wraparound decal, which serves to continue the side stripe decoration, and small “Rio Grande”
emblazoned across nose. All “237X” series have tendency for details to flake off around front louvers.

2245 Texas Special 1954-55
Only F3 to use side decals. Both “Katy” and “Frisco” logos are tied together by the decal’s carrier film, which 
is always yellowed.

FM diesels

2341 Jersey Cent 1956 Nose “Statue of Liberty” logo on both ends; “FM” red circle side logo

2331 Virginian 1955-58 Nose “VGN” red circle logo; “FM” red circle side logo; number 2331 replacing JC “Statue of Liberty” logo

2322 Virginian 1965-66 Same as 2331 but has correct 2322 number

2321 Lackawanna 1954-56 Lackawanna end square with no number, “FM” red circle side logo

EP-5 electrics

2350 New Haven 1956-58
Full wraparound nose logo, block coloring, and continuation of “McGuiness” paint scheme decoration. Only 
postwar Lionel pressure-sensitive decal ever made.

2352 Pennsylvania 1958-59 Standard “PRR” keystones, front and sides large wraparound water decal, susceptible to flaking

2358 Great North 1959-60 Continued paint decoration; front Great Northern “Matterhorn”

GG1s and Rectifiers

2332
PRR/black
PRR/green

1947-49
All Lionel GG1s contained small PRR side keystones (early 2332s were rubber stamped) and correct number 
keystones on each end below the headlight

2330/40/60 PRR/5 stripes 1950,55-56

2360 PRR/1 stripe 1958,61-63

2329 Virginian 1958-59 White VGN logo and yellow wings

Alcos

204/208 Santa Fe 1957-59
Ornate nose logo, striping, coloring, and paint continuation makes this, along with the 2378, one of the most 
complicated and unique details in Lionel’s history

209 New Haven 1958 Nose logo similar to 2350 but water decal

212/215/218 Santa Fe 1959-66 Nose logo similar to 2383

223 Santa Fe 1963 Same as 212

2023/2033 UP 1950-54 Nose logo and wings, red white blue

2031/2041 Rock Island 1952-54 Nose logo, red and white

2032 Erie 1952-54 Nose logo and wings, side “diamonds” (2 on each side) that contain Erie logo and “Built by Lionel”

NW2 switchers

601/602 Seaboard 1956-58 “Heart” decal on each cab side

621 Jersey Cent 1956-57 Same as FM 2341 but in orange on each side below cab window

622/623 AT&SF 1949-54 ATSF square on each side of long cab hood

624 C&O 1952-54 Lettering detail in yellow on each side on long hood, C&O circle on each side of cab below window

6250 Seaboard 1954-55 Same as 601 and 602

GP7

2337/2339 Wabash 1957-58 Wabash “flag,” different from 2367 F3 on each side of cab below window

No other GP7 or GP9 used decals

Steam locomotives

The only steam engines in Lionel’s postwar line to make use of water decals were the Nos. 2025/35 (and 675) series K4 type, and the No. 2020 (671/681/682) 
S2 steam turbine. Surprisingly, Lionel planted PRR keystones on the boiler fronts of both these engines with the prototype numbers “5690” and “6200.” A rare 
variation of the 675 sports a rubber-stamped white keystone front. 

LIONEL’S POSTWAR LOCOMOTIVE DECALS
Len included in this chart information about most of the 11 major O and Super O types of motive power Lionel made during the postwar era, 

along with facts about the decals used for their decoration. Missing catalog numbers in a series do not represent an accidental omission; 

rather, they mean that no decals were used in the production of that item. An example would be the No. 2351 Milwaukee Road EP-5.
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BACKGROUND

This story was purchased in the late 

1990s and filed away. I discovered it in 

late 2024, but it had no photographs. 

Senior Editor Roger Carp worked with 

Len Carparelli to mail postwar decals 

for photos. Within weeks of Roger 

shipping the decals back to Len, 

he passed away unexpectedly (see 

obituary in the Winter 2025 issue). I 

hope you enjoy this fascinating and 

informative article. — Rene

is printed as both a base coat and a top 
overcoat to “seal” the colors for strength 
and durability and to prevent fading of the 
light-sensitive colors. Unfortunately, over 
time, the clear lacquer coat — like most 
lacquers and shellacs — yellows or oxi-
dizes. This creates an amber-like halo 
around the decal design, with the yellow-
ing or ambering being the best way to 

identify an original Lionel decal. 
The inks used to create decals today are 

not as light sensitive as their 1950s coun-
terparts, so recently manufactured decals 
should not exhibit the vast discoloration of 
their earlier cousins. While some manu-
facturers will try to artificially “yellow” 
their decals to give them a vintage look, 
the difference is obvious. If you carry 
around a small, original “ambered” decal 
with you, just compare it to any non-origi-
nal aftermarket decal. You’ll easily see the 
difference on most any item. 

Ambering and discoloring are not the 
same with every original Lionel decal. 
Some are slightly yellowed while others 
may look like they’ve been bathed in rust. 
The differences come from factors such as 
storage, temperature, humidity, and expo-
sure to heat, light, and air. 

DECAL DISADVANTAGES
There are two disadvantages to water 
decals. First, they are fragile. When placed 
over irregular surfaces, they will over time 

These decals were used on the 

No. 2245 Texas Special F3s. 

The front of the No. 2345 Western Pacific F3 A 

units featured this wraparound decal.

Two versions of the General 

Motors decal used on F3s.
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flake and peel, leaving a tattered 
and damaged look to an item.

Notorious among postwar Lionel 
locomotives are the Nos. 2358 Great 
Northern EP-5, whose large nose 
decals often react to the orange paint 
underneath, and 2373 Canadian 
Pacific, 2378 Milwaukee Road, and 
2379 Denver & Rio Grande Western 
F3s, which are often found with the 
decal image lost by the front nose louvers, 
leaving an incomplete decoration image.

In 1970, General Mills (then manufac-
turing Lionel trains) solved this problem 
by eliminating the nose louver detail. 

Second, the decal carrier film leaves an 
unsightly halo around the entire image 
and, as mentioned earlier, has an unfortu-
nate tendency to yellow with age. In some 
instances, such as the Canadian Pacific 
F3s, where large sections of the decal are 
held together by the carrier, the entire 
front of the locomotive can appear discol-
ored (see lead photo). Although this flaw 
usually will not affect the investment qual-
ity of the piece, provided the decal is not 
broken, it looks downright awful.

AN UNUSUAL “DECAL” VARIATION
The only variation from water-release 
decals in Lionel’s postwar catalog that I’m 
aware of is the No. 2350 New Haven EP-5. 
The nose graphic was complex, and Lionel 
originally tried inking on the detail while 
rubber-stamping the “NH” nose graphic. 
Results were spotty, the rejection rate was 
high, and Lionel was faced with a prob-
lem. As most collectors know, factory-
painted-nose New Havens have become 
highly desirable.

The factory eventually solved the prob-
lem by resorting to a pressure-sensitive 
cellophane transfer (not, strictly speaking, 
a decal). Two of these unique transfers 
were pasted across the double-ended 
noses of the most common version of 
every 2350.

Why Lionel chose this pressure-sensi-
tive transfer as opposed to the tried-and-
true water decal is beyond me. Curiously, 
the No. 209 New Haven Alco diesel with 
almost an identical nose graphic did make 
use of a water decal.

Original 2350s are prone to the same 
shortcomings as water-release decals, as 

the paint often flakes. But the cellophane 
backing does not, which is why 2350s are 
often found with high paint loss and what 
looks like adhesive tape underneath. 

DECAL MANUFACTURERS
In the 1950s, Lionel did not manufacture 
its own decals; instead, it purchased them 
from several sources. The orders were 
huge, so that one manufacturer couldn’t 
keep them supplied on a timely basis. 

The consensus is that at its peak, Lionel 
was producing 120 Santa Fe F3 sets an 
hour! In two 8-hour shifts, they’d produce 
1,920 engines a day, or 11,520 during a 
six-day work week. This translates to 
46,080 a month for each of the four 
months at the peak of production That’s 

approximately 184,320 models a year
 Each No. 2343 Santa Fe A-A combina-

tion used six decals — four “GMs” and 
two Santa Fe nose decals — meaning that 
for one single model, Lionel required 
1,105,920 decals per year. That’s a pretty 
tall order! Interestingly, I have observed 
just the “Santa Fe” and “GM” decals from 
several different manufacturers.

Some of the manufacturers that Lionel 
contracted during postwar days were 
American Decalcomania Co., New York; 
Chicago Decal Co.; Meyercord Co., Chi-
cago; and Palm Bros., Cincinnati, Ohio. 

All in all, Lionel’s decals were inge-
nious. They did exactly what was asked of 
them, solving the complex decoration 
problems of the 1950s. 

Instead of a decal, Lionel used a pressure-sensitive cellophane transfer on the No. 2350 

New Haven EP-5. The paint often flaked, but the cellophane backing did not, thereby leav-

ing behind what looked like adhesive tape.

Lionel did not manufacture its own decals, but purchased them from several American 

manufacturers. The backs of these decals show some of the names.

The standard Pennsylvania RR 

keystone decal was used on No. 

2352 EP-5 electric locomotives.
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American Flyer’s No. 303 Reading 
Lines 4-4-2 Atlantic steam engine and ten-
der helped to inspire a young boy growing 
up near Chicago in the middle 1950s to 
consider how he might make railroading 
the essence of his career. Kevin Keefe, who 
would grow up to serve as a distinguished 
editor for Trains Magazine at Kalmbach 
Publishing Co. in Milwaukee, spoke fondly 
of the small yet mighty S gauge locomotive 
he received as a youngster for Christmas.

WHAT IT WAS
“My parents, Woody and Marie Keefe, sur-
prised me that morning when I was only 
four years old with the finest gift I could 
imagine,” Kevin began.

“I wish I could recall whether it was 
Christmas of 1954 or ’55. However, I know 
for sure that I got a Flyer steam engine and 
tender lettered for the Reading Lines. One 
thing fixed in my memory about the 
steamer is that the engineers designing it 
had made sure it had an arched cab win-
dow. Years later I learned that feature was 
a Reading tradition.”

The Flyer 4-4-2 Atlantic came painted 
matte black with white lettering. It was 
equipped with an operating headlight, a 
three-position reverse unit, a smoke 

e e  4-4-

S GAUGE STEAM ENGINE HELPED LAUNCH A DISTINGUISHED CAREER IN JOURNALISM

STORY BY ROGER CARP AND KEVIN KEEFE

THIS GIFT WAS A 
THRILL FOR ME ... 
AND I STILL HAVE 
THAT ATLANTIC.

o ot

mechanism, and a feature the A.C. Gilbert 
Co. promoted as “Choo-Choo sound.” In 
addition to the locomotive, what Kevin 
presumed was an entire set included three 
freight cars, one of which was a dark red 
stockcar he managed to save. At the end of 
the train rode a Reading-style rooftop-
cupola caboose.

“My family was living in Park Forest, 
Ill.,” Kevin said, “the postwar planned 
community suburb adjacent to 
Chicago Heights. The nearby 
outdoor shopping mall, Park 
Forest Plaza, had a Sears, Roe-
buck & Co.; a Marshall Field’s; 
and a Goldblatt’s store. I’d bet 
the Flyer set came from one of them.”

Maybe the best part, Kevin went on, 
was the fact that the Flyer train came with 
a 4 x 8-foot sheet of plywood someone had 
painted green with a couple of black 
streets running across it before laying 
down a loop of S gauge track. There was 
enough space for a few buildings, includ-
ing a depot and a gasoline station from the 
Plasticville U.S.A. line.

WHY HE LOVES IT
What made — and still makes — the mid-
dle-of-the-line locomotive so special to 

Kevin? “This gift was a thrill for me. My 
nascent love of trains had made an impres-
sion on my parents, and to have the inter-
est rewarded with an electric toy train was 
pretty heady stuff for a four-year-old. Plus, 
as every kid with an American Flyer train 
realized, the track had two rails unlike the 
three-rail track Lionel used. My train was 
more like the real thing.

“My fascination stemmed in part from 
living near the main line of the Elgin, 
Joliet & Eastern RR. Whenever we drove 

around in the family Ford, I 
hoped to catch a glimpse of 
orange EJ&E diesels running 
along U.S. 30 on the north edge 
of town.

“Other family trips got me 
hooked on the Chicago & Eastern Illinois 
RR, for which my grandfather and great-
grandfather had worked. Having that train 
running in circles on the living-room floor 
helped crystallize my interest in trains, 
and we later found a semi-permanent 
place to set up the layout in the basement.”

Kevin concluded by pointing out how 
his interest in S gauge would decline once 
he reached adolescence. “I was destined to 
become a railfan and not a modeler. That 
American Flyer set remains a primary 
influence, and I’m happy to report I still 
have that Atlantic.” 
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Sunset Models 3rd Rail Siemens Charger

S
unset Models 3rd Rail 
has produced the Sie-
mens Mobility’s Char-

ger diesel locomotive in both 
SC44 and ALC42 types in O 
scale. Production and distri-
bution are overseen by Third 
& Townsend Models, which 
recently partnered with Sunset 
Models Inc., its subsidiary 3rd 
Rail Division, and Golden 
Gate Depot.

OUT OF THE BOX
Sunset Models 3rd Rail offers 
the Charger in both SC44 and 
ALC42 series. The former is 
available in Amtrak’s Midwest, 
Pacific Surfliner, Caltrans, and 
Cascade schemes, along with 
MARC, Altamont Corridor 
Express, Coaster, and Siemens 
Demonstrator liveries. The 
latter features Amtrak No. 301 
in the “Day One” scheme, plus 
the carrier’s Phases 6-7 liveries 
and a Metro-North Railroad 
option. This review focuses on 
the Amtrak Midwest SC44 
Charger No. 4630 in 3 rail.

Measuring 18" coupler to 
coupler, the model is nearly 
spot-on for 1:48-scale accu-
racy when compared to the 

SUNSET/3RD RAIL SIEMENS SC44 CHARGER 

Features: ABS body, high-end details, including brass inlay 

wheels, 3 Rail ERR cruise circuit boards, TMCC, and RailSounds, 

O-72 operation

MSRP: $849.95

Website: thirdandtownsendmodels.com

roof, ditch lights, cab lights, 
and lights shining through 
mesh grids on the sides of the 
cooling compartment. 

Certain light features oper-
ate differently than intended. 
The roof beacon, interior cab, 
and cooling compartment 
lights turn on only when the 
model is set to reverse; they 
remain off when in forward. 

The ditch lights operate for 
only a few seconds after either 
cycling all lights off and on 
again with AUX 2 or by set-
ting the locomotive in reverse 
and then back to forward. 
According to Jay Escamilla, 
this was a design choice 
caused by constraints of the 
TMCC system during the 
models’ development. 

Overall, you’re getting a 
high-end model that’s a solid 
performer. — Lucas Iverson

started the short train, gliding 
smoothly over switches with 
minimal speed fluctuations. 
There is a bit of practice in 
keeping speed changes 
smooth. Once you feel com-
fortable with the controls, the 
locomotive delivers an impres-
sive performance.

The prototypes are Tier 4 
emission compliant. Despite 
this, the 1:48-scale model still 
includes a smoke unit that 
operates separately in conven-
tional and TMCC modes.

The loud and clear sound 
effects, delivered through dual 
speakers, utilize Lionel’s Rail-
Sounds files. However, the 
horn does not sound like a 
Nathan K5LA.  

LED lighting includes 
directional headlight and 
marker lights, lighted number 
boxes, flashing beacons on the 

prototype’s 71.5-foot length. 
The Amtrak Midwest color 

scheme is flawless. Even the 
abstract polka dot pattern, 
adopted from the Siemens 
Demonstrator livery, appears 
on point. Most of the decaled 
numbers and lettering are leg-
ible. There are decals on the 
Amtrak Midwest model that 
aren’t present, specifically the 
logos at the end of the loco-
motive for the state depart-
ments of transportation that 
support regional services.     

ON THE TRACK
The engine is equipped with 
Lionel’s TMCC and Rail-
Sounds, along with cruise cir-
cuit boards by Electric Rail-
way Circuits (ERR). Controls 
for the smoke unit and sound 
volume are located under a 
magnet-attached hatch in the 
rear electrical equipment com-
partment. A removable 9-volt 
battery is also included for 
conventional operations.

Our No. 4630 was tested at 
the Milwaukee Lionel Railroad 
Club with three Atlas O 
Amtrak Horizon passenger 
cars. The model effortlessly 

CODY GRIVNO PHOTO
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ATLAS O PREMIER SD70MAC

Features: Proto-Sound 3.0, operating smoke units, spinning roof 

fans, two remotely controlled Proto-Couplers, O-42 operation, 

lighted cab interior, two cab figures

MSRP: $679.95

Website: shop.atlasrr.com

T
he real headliner of the 
spring 2023 Atlas O cat-
alog was the superb 

SD70MAC, a classic six-axle 
diesel electric locomotive. 

The SD70MAC was pro-
duced in the 1990s by the 
Electro-Motive Division of 
General Motors (EMD). The 
SD70MAC was part of the 
transition from DC to AC 
traction motors.

These AC-powered loco-
motives proved to be more 
efficient while in service and 
allowed the Burlington North-
ern, the first railroad to adopt 
them, to reduce the number of 
locomotives needed for heavy 
consists. Production wrapped 
on these locomotives in the 
early 2000s, though many of 
them can still be found on 
short and mainline service. 

OUT OF THE BOX
Atlas’s version features intri-
cately applied details on a die-
cast metal frame. The unit has 

LE D directional lighting and 
cab illumination with painted 
crew figures. The pilots feature 
a removable snowplow and 
front and rear Proto-Couplers. 
The smoke unit is fan driven 
and can be filled directly from 
the stack; however, a needle 
dropper is recommended to 
prevent spillage. 

These ex-MTH-tooled 
models check every box: crisp 
paint, see-through ventilation, 
and quality sounds that add a 
dynamic appearance to any 
layout. The model pictured 
here, Union Pacific “We are 
ONE” paint scheme, has more 
complex details than other 
cataloged models.

The prototype was 
launched in 2021 to celebrate 
Employee Resource Groups 
across the Union Pacific com-
pany. The locomotive features 
a rainbow of colors on the 
side. Atlas replicated this flaw-
lessly. Furthermore, Atlas con-
tinues to mix in see-through 

ventilation with traditional 
molded-in details to create a 
dynamic appearance that is 
sure to turn heads as it rolls 
down the track.

At 18 inches in length, this 

Atlas O Premier SD70MAC
model checks the “pretty 
much scale” box as the proto-
type is 74 feet long. With an 
unflanged middle axle, it can 
navigate O-42 curves, making 
it just about small enough for 
anyone to add to their layout 
and collection. 

Atlas has cataloged a vari-
ety of road names: BNSF (No. 
30138201), CSX (No. 
30138217), Lake State Railway 
(No. 30128219), Union Pacific 
“We are ONE” (No. 
30138225), and Union Pacific 
“Big Boy Escort” (No. 
30138226). — Chris Montagna

Get more O gauge action on 
the Chris’s Trains & Things 
channel on YouTube.
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• Lionel Star Wars 
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pickup truck
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T
his 40-foot boxcar is an 
MTH custom run from 
Ross Custom Switches 

that includes a voltmeter and a 
track-cleaning system from 
Many New Products (MNP). A 
voltmeter is an instrument that 
measures voltage between two 
points in a circuit. This one is 
an analog meter that measures 
either AC or DC.

Why would I want a volt-
meter? I would have asked the 
same question until recently. I 
discovered that either a section 
of track on the CTT in-house 
layout stopped working. It took 
quite a bit of troubleshooting 
to determine the faulty section. 
A voltmeter would have been a 
handy tool to quickly locate 
the problem area.

Routine track cleaning 
ensures smooth operation and 
is an important part of regular 
maintenance. The MNP track-
cleaning system contains dual 
motors with discs mounted on 
small, spring-loaded posts. The 
discs contain replaceable peel-
and-stick cleaning pads. Pur-
chase extra pads from MNP.

The voltmeter is visible on 
both sides of the O gauge car, 
and starts as power is applied. 
Co-worker Lucas Iverson and I 

gunk from the rails. It had no 
problem on the turnouts or 
curves on our layout.

Later, I tested the car using 
a K-Line 0-4-0 Porter on my 
home layout, which has Lionel 
tubular track with O-30 
curves. As a test, I applied 
some Goo Gone to one pad 
and left the other dry. The pad 
with Goo Gone picked up 
more dirt. The next morning, 
the pad with the Goo Gone 
had loosened the adhesive, 
which exposed the clean side. 
I’d use some tacky glue or rub-
ber cement to reattach it, max-
imizing its use. Be sure you 
wipe the rails after using the 
car to remove all Goo Gone 
residue from the track.

I had problems operating 
the car at home. It derailed 
several times during operation 
with the locomotive. However, 
when I removed the engine 
and pushed the car by hand, it 
did not derail. Eventually, I got 
it rolling and had no problems. 
The car picked up a lot of dirt 
from the rails after about 10 
trips around my home layout. 

Lucas borrowed the car to 
test on the Milwaukee Lionel 

Railroad Club’s layout to run 
on both their tubular and scale 
track. He had no problems, 
and the car picked up a lot of 
dirt using an 0-6-0 switcher at 
slow speeds. Perhaps the key is 
going slowly, or maybe the 
tight curves and lack of many 
straight sections on my home 
layout was to blame. Adding 
the Goo Gone could make a 
difference too.

Overall, this is a useful car 
that I will keep on hand for 
both troubleshooting and track 
cleaning. — Rene Schweitzer

MTH Track 
Cleaning 
Car with 
Power Meter 

MTH TRACK CLEANING CAR WITH POWER 

METER (RB2024/20-94756)

Features: AC or DC operation, motorized cleaning discs, 

replaceable peel-and-stick cleaning pads, working voltmeter, 

O-27 operation

MSRP: $349.95

Website: rossswitches.com, 800-331-1395

CODY GRIVNO PHOTOS

did testing on our in-house 
layout, the City Terminal & 
Transfer. We were pleased at 
how accurate the meter was 
when applying power from an 
MTH Z-4000 transformer. It 
quickly showed the location of 
the short on the problematic 
section of FasTrack.

On the bottom of the box-
car is a black switch labeled on 
and off. This is to activate the 
two track-cleaning motors 
(one for each disc). The rubber 
discs/pads are not permanently 
fixed to the car and slide on to 
a spring-loaded metal post.

Be careful when you flip 
over the boxcar to set it on the 
track, as the discs can fall off 
the posts. I found it best to put 
my hand around the car, using 
my index and pinky fingers to 
hold the pads in place while I 
lowered it onto the track.

You can apply power, flip 
the switch, and slowly push the 
car around the track. How 
ever, it’s more fun to use a 
locomotive. My first test used 
an MTH diesel on Lionel Fas-
Track. Even with a quick pass 
around the layout, the cleaner 
removed a good amount of 

Two cleaning pads, attached to discs, rest on spring-loaded posts.
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T
he relatively low cost of 
laser-cutting tool equip-
ment and the ease of 

on-demand production make 
it possible for small retailers to 
enter the model kit business. 
Among the early and most 
prolific of the laser-cut kit 

manufacturers is Bar Mills 
Scale Model Works. The firm’s 
billboards are a good intro-
duction to laser kits. They are 
simple to build yet will pro-
vide a good amount of detail 
and add life to your model 
railroads. You’ll need a hobby 

Bar Mills Scale Model Works billboards

BILLBOARD KITS

Scales: Small (N/HO), 

Large (HO/O)

MSRP: $9.95 to 11.95 each

Website: barmillsmodels.

com

The signs are removable. Insert straight pins into the sign posts 

and cut off the pin heads. Add a slice of (yellow) electrical insula-

tion over the pins' ends. Drill small holes into a rooftop. Secure the 

insulation pads to the rooftop with CA. The sign slides into place.

To prevent the billboard from warping it’s important to paint both 

sides of the wood. Although the steelwork used for prototype signs 

is often black, you can substitute gray paint. The colored artwork 

stickers are also laser-cut and easy to apply.

The sign layers are glued together, and the supporting brackets are 

glued to the back of the gridwork. Michael Tylick (the CTT reviewer) 

used Elmer’s Glue-All, but he says any wood glue is acceptable.

The carrier sheet for one of the Bar Mills multiple-scale billboards. 

A sharp hobby knife will cut the small nubs holding the parts to the 

carrier sheet.

knife, glue, and paint. All signs 
are available in small (N and 
HO) and large (HO and O) 
sizes. Any of Bar Mills’ signs 
can be used on your layout. 
After all, billboards come in 
different sizes in the real 
world. — Michael Tylick
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Port Lines 
HOBBY

www.portlines.com
ON-LINE AMERICAN 

FLYER PARTS CATALOG

AF, Lionel, MTH, Am. Models, 

& other S-gauge products!

“Your S-Gauge 
Specialists !”

doug@portlines.com  

(978) 465-8798

Tinplate Repair Parts, Light Bulbs & Supplies

for Dealers, Collectors and Operators!

SUPER-FLEXIBLE WIRE for pick-up rollers, and…

LIONEL-TYPE
2,3,4,5 and 6-WIRE

FLAT CABLE
WIRE-Plex

      2779 South Church Street 

Suite 167, Burlington, NC 27215

Wire-Plex.com
Phone: (336) 549-0343 • Email: davis@wire-plex.com

 
NEW

PRODUCTS!

®

Arkansas Traveler Hobbies

Located in the heart of Bald Knob

Visit our historic 1915 MoPac Depot,  
and Regional Rail Museum

870-692-8273  athtrains@yahoo.com

MODEL RAIL SCENES

207-564-0705
www.modelrailscenes.com

CUSTOM LAYOUT

SERVICES

Gregory Hake Auctions
Vintage Train & Toy Experts

Buying, Selling, Consigning
www.gregoryhakeauctions.com

314-239-8541
email:deborah@gregoryhakeauctions.com

TRAINS & MORE, LLC
AF TRAINS & PARTS

AFCC, NASG, TCA, TTCS & TTOS

P.O. Box 1751 • Manchester, CT 06045-1751

860-432-2124 • trainsmore@aol.com

www.trainsmore.com

Model Railroader’s popular special issue, Model 

Railroad Planning, returns for 2026 with all-new 

planning stories!

This year’s issue brings together 11 in-depth 

features, more than 100 photos, and complete 

track plans to help you plan, build, and enjoy your 

railroad for years to come.

Whether your goal is a compact shelf layout, 

an operations-focused switching railroad, or 
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inspiration and techniques from some of the 

most respected modelers.

Shop.Trains.com/MRP26
ORDER NOW AT

TAKE YOUR LAYOUT
TO THE NEXT LEVEL!

What can Classic Toy Trains 
magazine do for you?

To advertise, call, Martha Stanczak  

414-246-7081
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Schedule of Events
CO, DENVER: Rocky Mountain Train Show.  April 11-12, 2026.  
National Western Complex, 4655 Humboldt St., Denver, CO 
80216.  Saturday, 9:00am-5:00pm, Sunday 9:00am-4:00pm.   
3 acres of model trains, all scales, 30 layouts, 900 sales 
tables, clinics and more.  Admission $16.00, under 12/scouts 
in uniform FREE.  Discounted tickets available for military/first 
responders through VetTix.org.  Free Parking. 303-364-0274, 
www.RockyMountainTrainShow.com

FL, OCALA: Lions Bi-Annual Train Show.  First Christian 
Church, 1908 E. Fort King St., Ocala, FL 34471.  Saturday, 
March 14, 2026, 9:00am-2:00pm.  Model trains, accessories, 
detail parts and toys.  Admission $5.00, children 12 and under 
free w/paid adult.  Bring two canned goods and receive $1.00 
of f admission.  Food/snacks avai lable.  Information:  
Bob 352-694-6381  or cell  352-547-0938

NC, RALEIGH: Neuse River Valley Model RR Club 9th 
annual SPRING INTO TRAINS Show.  NEW DATES:  
May 23-24, Sat 9-5; Sun 10-4. Larger venue: Graham Building 
at NC State Fairgrounds.  400 vendor tables, 16 operating 
layouts.  Display your models at our Craftsman’s Showcase.  
Admission: $10 covers both days, children 12 and under free 
with adult.  Visit  www.nrvclub.net

NJ, BRICK: ECTP and Collectibles LLC presents The Brick 
Train Show.  Elks Lodge, 2491 Hooper Avenue, Brick, NJ 
08723.  Sunday, May 17, 2026, 9:00am-2:00pm.  Admission: 
$7.00; under 12 free with adult.  John LaLima 732-845-5966.  
Go to  www.eastcoasttrainparts.com  and click on The Brick Show.

NJ, EAST RUTHERFORD: METCA/NYSME All Gauge 
Tra in Show.  Apr i l 11, 2026.  St. Joseph’s School,  
120 Hoboken Road, East Rutherford, NJ 07073.  9am-2pm. 
METCA/NYSME members admitted free at 8am, public at 
9am.  Admission: $5.00 per person 16 and up.  Layouts, 
refreshments, and door prizes.  For tables and information, 
contact the NYSME Of f ice at  201-939 -9212  or  
email: contact@modelengineers.org

NJ, WAYNE: ECTP and Collectibles LLC presents The 
Wayne Train Show.  P.A.L. Hall, 1 Pal Drive, Wayne, NJ 07470.  
Sunday, March 22, 2026, 9:00am-2:00pm.  Admission: $7.00; 
under 12 free with adult. John LaLima  732-845-5966.  Go to  
www.eastcoasttrainparts.com  and click on The Wayne Show.

NY, LINDENHURST: Long Island Classic Train Show/Swap 
Meet.  Fireman’s Memorial Park, 555 Heling Blvd. (north of 
Hartford St.), Lindenhurst, NY 11757.   March 15, 2026, 
S e p te m b e r  13 ,  2 0 2 6 ,  a n d  N o v e m b e r  8 ,  2 0 2 6 .  
8:30am-1:00pm.  Adults $5.00, under 16 free w/adult.   
100+ tables.  Handicap accessible.  Contact: John Mitchell  
917- 5 9 6 - 3 49 4  o r   J o h n  M i a t a   516 - 35 3 -1751.   
Email:  LIClassicTrainShow@hotmail.com

OK, GREATER TULSA AREA Train Show.  April 24-25.  
Rhema Ninowski Recreation Center, 1367 West Kenosha, 
Broken Arrow, OK.  Friday April 24, 5-7PM; Saturday April 25, 
9AM-3PM.  Admission: $10 per adult, kids 12 and under free 
w/paid adult.  Operating Layouts, Door Prizes, Concessions.  
Over 100 vendors tables.  Presented by Heartland Toy Train 
Association.  www.HeartlandToyTrains.org

PA, BEAVER FALLS: BLRHS Spr ing Train Show.  
Saturday, May 2, 2026, 10:00am-3:00pm.  Chippewa 
Township VFD Social Hall, 2568 Darlington Rd., Beaver Falls, 
PA 15010.  Adults $5.00 ($4.00 if you mention Classic Toy 
Trains ad).  Children under 12 free.  Tables $25 each.  For 
show info:  blrhsinc.org  or table reservations: Tom Bianculli, 
tjbian64@gmail.com  or 412-585-3614

PA, HAWLEY: Model Train Show & Sale.  Hawley Fire 
Department, 17 Columbus Ave., Hawley, PA 18428.  Sunday, 
April 12, 2026, 9:00am-2:00pm.  Admission $3.00, under 12 
free with adult.  Bill Delling, 618 Fern St., Hawley, PA 18428,  
570-226-3206.

PA, YORK: Barry King Memorial Train Show, Reliance Fire 
Hall, 1341 W. Market St., York, PA 17404.  April 20-22, 2026, 
9am-5pm.  All gauges of trains and vintage toys for sale.  
Open to the public.  Free admission.  For vendor info please 
contact Todd or Bev Metcalf, 860-432-2124, trainsmore@aol.com

WA, CHEHALIS: Lewis County Model Railroad Club, 
Annual Spring Train Show and Swap Meet.  Southwest 
Washington Fair Grounds, Blue Pavilion Building, 2555 N. 
National Ave., Chehalis, WA 98532.  April 11 & 12, 2026.  
Saturday 10:00am-4:00pm and Sunday 10:00am-2:00pm.  
Admission $5.00.  Free parking.  Contact information:  
Ted, 360-985-7788, or email:  TedsTrains@LewisCounty.com

WA, LONGVIEW: April 25, 2026  LK&R Model Railroad 
Club presents our Spring 2026 Model Train and Toy Swap 
Meet.  Cowlitz County Event Center, 1900 7th Ave. 10am-3pm.  
Admission $5.00.  See  https://www.cowlitzeventcenter.com/
contact-event-professionals/  and scroll down for directions.  
Information for vendors and guests, visit: http://lkrtrains.yolasite.com  
or contact Howard Flick.  360-751-7276, email:  flickh@yahoo.com

WA, SPOKANE: River City Modelers Spring Model Train 
Show, Spokane Fairgrounds, 404 N. Havana.  Sunday, March 
8, 2026, 9:30am-3:30pm.  Admission: adults $8, 12 & under 
free.  200+ tables of railroad-related items for sale, operating 
layouts, Free-MO, Operation Lifesaver & more.  Free Parking.  
For table rental or general info, contact: Shirley Sample,  
509-991-2317  or  shirley@busnws.com

S Gauge For Sale
AF TRAINS, PARTS, ACCESSORIES. Vis i t  
www.trainsmore.com or send $4.00 for printed catalog to 
Trains & More, P.O. Box 1751, Manchester, CT 06045-1751.

MASSIVE LIST OF GILBERT AND LIONEL 

AMERICAN FLYER: Updated daily. Original boxed sets, 
engines, cars, accessories, rare paper, catalogs and more, 
including boxed Plasticville, American Flyer and Plasticville 
parts. Buying all Flyer. Send $4.25 postage, Judy Hajash,  
PO Box 5, Augusta, WV 26704-0005.  304-359-2194.

O Gauge For Sale
LIONEL MARX PLASTICVILLE: Big list of boxed sets, 
engines, cars, etc. Rare paper, catalogs, Lionel O, O27 & HO. 
Marx O & HO. Plasticville and Plasticville parts.  Send $3.00 
postage, Judy Hajash, PO Box 5, Augusta, WV 26704-0005. 
304-359-2194.

O Gauge Wanted
ALL TRAIN COLLECTORS- We need more trains to 
supply our large customer  base. Modern era specialists- 
Lionel, MTH, K-Line, Williams, Weaver, 3rd Rail, etc. We buy 
collections, store inventories, and parts of all sizes and eras. 
Send us your list or call us today. We travel extensively all over 
the US and Canada. Trainz, 2740 Faith Industrial Dr., Suite 
200, Buford, GA 30518. 866-285-5840, Scott@trainz.com 
Fax: 770-271-1295.

Standard Gauge For Sale
USA TRACK LLC. Traditional tubular tinplate Standard 
Gauge (2-1/8” gauge) toy train track made entirely in the USA. 
Ful ly compatible with v intage Standard Gauge track, 
reproduction Standard Gauge switches and Ross Custom 
Switches. Contact StandardGaugeTrack@gmail.com or visit  
www.StandardGaugeTrack.com

Miscellaneous For Sale
LEVENTON HOBBY SUPPLY: We offer American Flyer 
trains and parts for all gauges.  Also, Dorfan decals available.  
For a list, call or send a SASE to PO Box 1525, Chehalis, WA 
98532.  360-748-6236  or  360-269-0152

Miscellaneous Wanted
ALL ELECTRIC SLOT CARS WANTED. Any kind, any 
condition. Top dollar paid. Will pay shipping nationwide.  
PAUL at 248-760-6960. E-mail: slotcarguy@slotcarguy.com

GREGORY HAKE AUCTIONS IS ACCEPTING 

CONSIGNMENTS. We are looking for Lionel, MTH, 
American Flyer & Marx trains & collections for upcoming 
auctions.  Contact us at  314-239-8541  or  314-285-4416.  
Emai l:  deborah@gregor yhakeauctions.com  or v is it:  
gregoryhakeauctions.com

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

This section is open to anyone who wants to sell or buy toy trains 
merchandise, or promote an event. CLASSIC TOY TRAINS reserves the right 
to edit undesirable copy or to refuse listing. Prepayment prior to or by Ad 
Closing Date is required. We accept payments by securely storing your Visa, 
MasterCard, American Express, or Discover card information.

Word Rate per issue: 1 insertion – $1.06 per word, 4 insertions – 92¢ per 
word. $35 minimum order per issue.  Payment must accompany the ad. To 
receive the discount you must order and prepay for all ads at one time. Count 
all initials, single numbers, groups of numbers (i.e. 4-6-4 or K4’s), names, 
address number, street number each as one word. Example: R. Meister, 400 
E Depot Ave., Waukesha, WI 53187 would count as 9 words.

Events Rate: $45 per issue (55 word maximum). Ads will contain the 
following information about the event: state, city, sponsoring organization 
and name of event, meet, auction or show, dates, location, times, admission 
fee, name and/or telephone number and/or email of person to contact for 
information. Name, daytime telephone number and street address of the 
person providing the information is also required but need not be included in 
the ad. Unless otherwise requested, ads will be published in the issue month 
that the event occurs in. Additional months are available at the $45 per issue 
fee. Please specify issue date(s).

All copy is set in standard 6 point type. First several words only set in bold 
face. If possible, ads should be sent typewritten and categorized to ensure 
accuracy.

For CTT’s private records, please furnish a telephone number and when 
using a P.O. Box in your ad, a street address.

EMAIL YOUR ADS TO: classads@firecrown.com, Classic Toy Trains — 
Classified Advertising 18650 W. Corporate Dr., Ste. 103, Brookfield, WI 
53045 Phone: 414-600-9285. 

All listed events were confirmed as active at the time of press.  

Please contact event sponsor for current status of the event.

All scales G through N, collectibles old & new.
Authorized LGB, Lionel, MTH & Märklin dealer.

One of the most complete train stores in
So. Calif. UPS worldwide shipper.

Visit our website at www.trainshack.com

CALIFORNIA • Burbank

THE TRAIN SHACK
1030 N. Hollywood Way 800-572-9929

Model rail specialists since 1951.
LGB, Lionel, O, S, On3, HO, HOn3, N, Z.

Complete stock of brass imports, new & used.
Books, tools, structures, detail parts.

Open 7 days. www.thewhistlestop.com

CALIFORNIA • Pasadena

THE ORIGINAL WHISTLE STOP INC.
2490 E. Colorado Blvd. 626-796-7791

A full service model train Store! Large
inventory, HO, N, O & O27 Tinplate.

Books, videos, collectors & gift items.
Repair service.We buy old toy trains.

www.westerndepot.com

CALIFORNIA • Yuba City

THE WESTERN DEPOT
1650 Sierra Ave. #203 530-673-6776

No sales tax at the Delaware seashore.
Lionel new & used...also Atlas, Bachmann,

MTH. We buy used trains. Auth. Lionel repairs.
Large inventory of used HO trains.

Open Tues-Sat 10-4:30, Closed Sun & Mon

DELAWARE • Ocean View

SEASIDE HOBBIES
15 Daisey Ave. 302-539-1601

Model Train Thrift Store Open 10-2 Saturdays
Large February Train Show

Model Railroad Classes Offered
realrailsales@gmail.com

www.realrail.org

FLORIDA • Bradenton

REALRAIL
4908 Lena Rd, Unit 101 941-739-8724

3000 sq. ft. Showroom. Lionel & MTH Dealer
NEW, USED, BUY/SELL * All Gauges N thru G

Over 9,000 Parts. Repair Services. Trains, Track,
Sets, Scenic Supplies. Mon 1-5, Tue-Sat 10-6

www.zitniktrains.com

FLORIDA • Tampa Bay - Pinellas Park

ZITNIK TRAINS
5193 73rd Ave. N. 727-201-9668

Lionel Train Top 10 Dealer
MTH Train Mega Dealer

400 SF Layout - HUGE Selection
www.legacystation.com

GEORGIA • Atlanta (Lilburn)

LEGACY STATION TRAINS
4153 Lawrenceville Hwy., #12 770-339-7780

Model train museum and hobby shop
MTH • Atlas • Lionel • scenery supplies

Layout construction help / workshop
Club sized 3-rail display layout

mrmuffi nstrains.com

INDIANA • Atlanta

MR MUFFIN’S TRAINS
177 West Main 765-292-2022

MTH, K-Line, Williams, Lionel, Gargraves,
New & Used, Authorized MTH & Lionel Service

Center. Mon - Sat 10-5; Sun 11-4
skippertim99@gmail.com

IOWA • Dubuque

CATHY’S TREASURES
Electric RR Dealer/Upgrades 563-590-5318

O, S, HO, N, Z & G Scale
Lionel, MTH, A/F, Märklin, LGB & more!

New, Used & Vintage. Extensive scenery line.
Repair, custom work & layouts.

www.fredstrainshop.com

KANSAS • Overland Park (KC Area)

FRED’S TRAIN SHOP
8909 Santa Fe Dr. 913-383-3500

Largest selection of prewar & postwar in
Midwest. Lionel, Am Flyer, Marx, Athearn,

Proto, Atlas, etc.
Highest price for large collections.

www.TrainTownstl.com

MISSOURI • St. Louis

TRAIN TOWN
9836 Manchester Road 314-716-2755

From Z Scale to G Scale We Got You Covered
Open Mon-Sat 11 AM to 5 PM

Buy Online at www.westsidetrains.com
Nevadas ONLY Remaining Train Store

NEVADA • Las Vegas

WESTSIDE TRAINS
2960 S. Durango #117 702-254-9475

Direct dealer for LIONEL and MTH. The largest
train store in northern NJ since 1974!

4 Showrooms plus Operating Layout. WE BUY
OLD TRAINS ~ Lionel Service Station #556.

www.TRAIN-STATION.COM

NEW JERSEY • Mountain Lakes

THE TRAIN STATION
12 Romaine Rd. 973-263-1979

Lionel, MTH & Atlas
Discount Pricing

www.tomstrainsny.com
Call for hours.

NEW YORK • Ardsley

TOM’S TRAINS AT ARDSLEY
686 Saw Mill River Road 914-329-0354

LEADING 

MODEL RETAILERS
Dealer Directory spaces are sold on a year’s  

basis at $142 per year, four issues, (payable 

in advance), or at $40 per issue (billed to 

established accounts for one year minimum). 

Ads will be set in standard format typography. 

All insertions must be consecutive. No mention 

of mail order business permitted. Closing dates 

listed on the next page. 

Say you saw their ad in  
Classic Toy trains 

magazine!
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Lionel MTH Sales and
Lionel Service Station #144

Monday - Friday 9-5, Saturday 10-4
(Saturday hours October - April only)

www.gardnerthetraindoctor.com

NEW YORK • North Rose

GARDNER, “THE TRAIN DOCTOR”
8967 Ridge Rd., 1 mi E of 14 315-483-6577

We are your source for O gauge trains &
accessories. We carry MTH, Lionel, Atlas O &
Gargraves. Authorized MTH Service Center.

https://www.e-zcatchworld.com/
e-zcatch@verizon.net

NEW YORK • Staten Island

E-Z CATCH MODEL TRAIN SHOP
5 Tysen St. 718-727-7373

K-Line Superstore, MTH, Lionel. Large
selection of older MTH. First in O gauge.
In-store layout! Located off I-40. Tues-Sat

9:30am-5pm. E-mail: JKonc52032@aol.com
www.trainloft.com Celebrating 20 years!

NORTH CAROLINA • Winston (Salem)

THE TRAIN LOFT
4007B Country Club Rd. 336-760-9817

MTH Service Center. Authorized dealer for
MTH, Lionel, Atlas, Woodland Scenics.

Closed Sun & Mon
30 miles west of Cleveland - off State Rte. 20

www.stockyardexpressllc.com

OHIO • Oberlin (W. Cleveland)

STOCKYARD EXPRESS
49293 Plate Rd. 440-774-2131

Full service train shop
Lionel, 3-Rail, American Flyer
New-used-buy-consignments

T-F 10-6, Sat 10-5, Sun 12-4, Closed Monday
www.hobbysmith.com 1-877-284-1912

OREGON • Portland

THE HOBBY SMITH
1809 NE Cesar Chavez Blvd. 503-284-1912

Your complete model railroad store.
Gauges Z through G.

Lionel, MTH, Atlas, K-Line
Mon-Sat 10am-4pm, Closed Sunday

www.wsor.com

OREGON • Portland

WHISTLE STOP TRAINS
11724 SE Division St. 503-761-1822

The Exclusive model railroad store.
From N to G, we stock it all.

Only minutes from
Frederick, MD and Gettysburg, PA.

www.mainlinehobby.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Blue Ridge Summit

MAINLINE HOBBY SUPPLY
15066 Buchanan Trail E. 717-794-2860

Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, Atlas & MTH
HO, N, ON30, Standard, O & S gauges

bought, sold & traded. Auth. service station.
www.nstrains.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Broomall

NICHOLAS SMITH TRAINS
2343 West Chester Pike 610-353-8585

Authorized Dealer of Lionel, Atlas-O, MTH. N to
G, Track, Remotes, Buildings, Accessories.

Buy, Sell, Trade, Repair. Mon-Sat: Noon-6pm
5,500+ SqFt. Exclusively Trains! 20,000+ items

PENNSYLVANIA • Greensburg

BRADY’S TRAIN OUTLET
1046 S. Main Street 724-838-8448

Buy/sell/trade, repair all types of trains.
Giant Lionel village display during

the holiday season, November - January
Call for hours. Email: trainplum@yahoo.com

www.undergroundrrshop.com

PENNSYLVANIA • New Castle

THE UNDERGROUND RR SHOPPE
1906 Wilmington Rd. 724-652-4912

From trains to diecast to scenery, everything
for the layout builder. Open 7 days a week.

N, HO, O, Lionel, LGB.
Buy, sell, trade used trains. Located adjacent
to the Choo Choo Barn. www.etrainshop.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Strasburg

STRASBURG TRAIN SHOP
226 Gap Road 717-687-0464

Lionel, MTH, Atlas O, Ross Custom Switches
GarGraves, Woodland Scenics

Please call or visit our website for hours.
www.cttrains.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Zelienople

CT MCCORMICK HARDWARE
147 S. Main St. 724-452-6130

All scales, all major brands
of model railroad equipment.

We buy & sell used Lionel trains.
Open daily 10-6. Closed Sun.

SOUTH CAROLINA • West Columbia

NEW BROOKLAND RR & HOBBY SHOP
405 State Street 803-791-3958

Authorized Lionel Dealer. Pre-War, Post-War &
Modern. Hundreds of rolling stock cars. Large
inventory of engines and accessories including

O, HO, & N Scale. Monday - Saturday 10-5

TENNESSEE • Murfreesboro

THOR’S
416-F Medical Center Pkwy. 615-895-6918

Offi cial Lionel Layout Builder Since 2001
Traingineer shop/showroom includes;

Custom Layouts, Modulars, Model Stations,
Bridge Kits...come see...there’s always

something new!! www.TWTrainWorxStore.com

TEXAS • Dallas

TW TRAINWORX
2808 McGowan St. 214-634-2965

OPEN 7 DAYS: Sun & Mon 11-3; Tues-Sat 10-5
Personal service/repairs/layout ideas. We ship.
Gauge G, O, HO, N, Thomas Wooden, & more.
I-95, EXIT 92, ONLY 1.2 Miles West to tracks.

www.trainandtoystore.com

VIRGINIA • Ashland (Richmond)

TINY TIM’S TOYS & TRAINS
104 S. Railroad Ave. 804-368-0063

Full service storefront & online store. All makes
& scales. New/used trains sales, service, repair

& upgrades. All scales & Digitrax dealer.
Online Sales Visit www.traindepot.biz

VIRGINIA/MARYLAND • Manassas, VA

TRAIN DEPOT
7249 Gabe Ct. 703-953-3767

Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, HO, N.
Buy, sell, and repair.

Supplying all your railroading needs.
Open Mon.-Sat.

www.eastsidetrains.com

WASHINGTON • Kirkland

EASTSIDE TRAINS, INC.
217 Central Way 425-828-4098

Largest Selection of Trains in the Valley
Buy - Sell - Trade - New & Used Trains

MTH-Weaver-Williams-Lionel-Atlas-Dept 56
Mon-Fri 10-5, Sat 10-4
www.patstrains.com

WEST VIRGINIA • Wheeling

PATRICK’S TRAINS
142 29th Street 304-232-0714

Model trains in G, O, S, HO, N, Z. Old toy trains,
railway antiques, art, books, DVDs, souvenirs

and Thomas too. Canadian road names a
specialty. 20 min. west of Kamloops.

www.kellyskaboose.ca

CANADA–BC • Savona

KELLY’S KABOOSE, THE RAILWAY STORE
6648 Savona Access Rd. 250-377-8510

CLOSING DATES:

Summer 2026 closes April 8 • Fall closes July 8 • Winter closes October 6

Order now at

Shop.Trains.com/CT19

TOY TRAIN LAYOUTS!
Classic Toy Trains’ all-new special issue takes you on a coast-to-coast
journey to the most spectacular public layouts in the country.

Inside this 100-page collector’s issue, you’ll discover 15 in-depth 
featured layouts, 90+ public train layouts, a handy reference map, 
and much more.

Whether you’re planning a road trip or just love reading about 
beautiful layouts, Great Layouts You Can Visit is a must-have!isit

GREAT LAYOUTSyou can visit!

Explore America’s greatest
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•• AD INDEX

A layout built on dreams

Frank Cerauli built the magnificent 15 x 30-foot O gauge 

layout that fills part of his home on dreams. He insisted on 

showing the layout to those he loved and made certain 

the trains were put to excellent use on displays he as-

sembled for Christmas and other times of the year. Roger 

Carp presents this layout feature only on Trains.com. 

WE BELIEVE THAT OUR READERS ARE AS IMPORTANT AS OUR ADVERTISERS.

If you do not receive your merchandise or a reply from an advertiser within a reasonable period, please 

contact us with details about your order. Classic Toy Trains magazine, 18650 W. Corporate Dr., Suite 103, 

Brookfield, WI 53045. The Advertiser Index is provided as a service to Classic Toy Trains magazine readers. 

The magazine is not responsible for omissions or for typographical errors in names or page numbers.
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  1. Title of publication: CLASSIC TOY TRAINS.
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LIONEL® Licensed by Lionel, LLC

© 2025 Lionel

Discover the Latest Lionel
®

 Train  
Values in One Handy Guide

The Lionel® Trains Pocket Price Guide is back for 2026 with more than 4,000 updated entries and prices!  

This essential and easy-to-use resource is the most comprehensive price guide for all  

Lionel Standard, O, O-27, and OO gauge trains of the prewar, postwar, and modern eras.

Î Over 4,000 updated entries and prices

Î 800 Lionel Corp. Tinplate items

Î A detailed box section with 1,400 listings and prices

Î 1,400 special production items

Î More than 17,000 modern-era products—including sets, models, and accessories

UPDATED 2026 EDITION!

Order now at Shop.Trains.com/PPG26

Inside you’ll find:



66     Classic Toy Trains

•• TIPS & TRICKS

Want to share? Write 

to “Tips” at Classic Toy Trains, 

18650 W. Corporate Dr., Ste. 

103, Brookfield WI 53045 or 

email tips@classictoytrains.

com and put the word “tips” in 

the subject line. We pay $25 

upon publication for any tip 

we publish unless it was in a 

previously purchased article.

g o e e o o
Your coffee maker’s water filter may contain "black gold"

STORY & PHOTOS BY PATRICK J. MAUL

fter changing the water filter on a 
Keurig coffee maker, I wondered 
what was inside that blue pouch. I 

cut it open with a sharp knife and realized 
I’d struck black gold! The charcoal was the 
perfect size for hopper car coal loads. I 
kept collecting the Keurig coal, and when I 
had enough, added it to some coal cars 
that were empty, but not capable of auto-
matic dumping through coal doors.  

That project was just the start. After I 
purchased a Lionel Legacy steam locomo-
tive with a real coal load, I realized how 
pathetic some of my other tenders looked. 
I read articles and watched videos where 
people used some commercial products to 
improve their tenders. I read a suggestion 
using Elmer’s glue I thought might work.  

I borrowed a bottle of Elmer’s white 
glue from our grandkids and without 

removing anything from the tender, I 
squirted the glue on top of the existing 
coal load. I used a medium artist’s paint-
brush (also from the grandkids) and 
spread a thick layer of glue over the entire 
area. I kept the glue within the confines of 
the original load. If you get glue where you 
don’t want it, simply wipe it off with a 
damp paper towel or rag.

I sprinkled more of the Keurig water 
filter "coal" on top of the glue. I patted it 
down and added more coal as I went 
along. Once I had completely covered the 
glue with a thick layer of the Keurig coal, I 
left it to dry overnight.  

The next morning, I turned the tender 
over and let the excess coal drop onto my 
work board. (You could use a large pan or 
cookie sheet to catch the pieces.) The coal 
was glued tight, and no traces of the glue 

remained! My tenders looked great! I’ve 
done several of them now, and have gotten 
the same great results.

If you notice a slightly thin area, apply 
more glue right over the existing coal and 
sprinkle on more coal pieces until you 
achieve the desired look.    

I’ve also glued coal on the front of the 
tenders near the coal boards. You can add 
spilled coal to the tender deck by putting a 
small drop of glue (using a toothpick) and 
placing a few lumps of coal on top of the 
drop. Add more drops and spills to get the 
realistic effect that you want! 

I can get enough material for two ten-
ders from one water filter, with a little left 
over. The cost of this project was as close 
to free as you can get! As long as I keep 
drinking coffee, the coal will continue to 
flow from the Keurig mine! 

e o o e  
o e g

I took a figure from a postwar Lionel No. 362 

Barrel Loader and made him into a “muffler man” 

to sit on top of the gas station in my Plasticville 

village. I added a scrap piece of plastic to make it 

appear like he was holding a muffler and painted 

him to match the gas station. — Arthur Ames



THE BEST I O ELI I O S ׁ LL I O E STO !

JOIN FREE TODAY

TRAINS.COM/UNLIMITED

 GO UNLIMITED WITH

Start Your 30-Day Free Trial & Unlock Exclusive Access

TRAINS.COM UNLIMITED MEMBER BENEFITS

• Full Magazine & 

Special Issue Archives

• Digital Books Library

• Photo Galleries

• Layout Visits

• Trains.com Video

Streaming

• TrainsPro

• Product Reviews

• Live Webcams

• Trains.com Store 

Discount

• And more!

 FREE  
Trains.com Unlimited

hat ($20 value) 

with membership!



ROLLING STOCK 
& ENGINES!  

16 PIECES PER 72" 
DIAMETER 
CIRCLE

8 PIECES PER 31" 
DIAMETER 
CIRCLE

8 PIECES PER 36" 
DIAMETER 
CIRCLE

12 PIECES PER 42" 
DIAMETER 
CIRCLE

16 PIECES PER 54" 
DIAMETER 
CIRCLE

16 PIECES PER 96" 
DIAMETER 
CIRCLE

One end mates with
FasTrack™ and one 
end mates with  
tubular track!

MADE FROM
EXTRA STRONG
HIGH TENSILE

STRENGTH 
STEEL!

                          IS THE WORLD'S LARGEST  
MANUFACTURER OF O GAUGE TUBULAR TRACK!

����������	
�������	��	
������
���������

POWERED UNIT HAS 
TWO POWERFUL 

MOTORS!NOT JUST PRETTY FACES!
THESE ENGINES ARE

EASYTOUSE REMOTE CONTROL 
WITH FORWARD/REVERSE, HORN, 

BELL, CREW COMMENTARY, AND 
VOLUME CONTROL!

Army AA Engine Set (275-9144)

New York Central AA Engine Set (275-9499)

Burlington Northern AA Engine Set (275-9494)

Rock Island AA Engine Set (275-9495)

GMC Tractor & Trailer on Flatcar

2-Piece Set (275-9541)

Army Tractor & Trailer on Flatcar

2-Piece Set (275-9543)

Pennzoil® Tractor & Trailer on Flatcar

2-Piece Set (275-9547)


