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Install Pre-Wired Poles to your layout in minutes

* Designed with placement in mind to eliminate guesswork
e Features many details for enhanced realism
¢ Available for N, HO and O scale

S
: k= e A WA

— T

ing soon~

¢ Model late 20th century automobiles still seen today
* Features hand-painted details and figures
* 12 vehicles available in true 1:87 HO scale

) Coming soon

WOODLAND SCENICS®

woodlandscenics.com

Scenes photographed in HO scale

Purchase from your local hobby store.
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A 4x 8 foot S gauge layout promises

to grow and grow.
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COMPACT LAYOUT

Restoring a Lionel

postwar display

Alot of TL.C. brings a D62 layout
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EDITOR’S DESK

WITH ROGER CARP

Thanks for help, big and small
WHEN LITTLE READER CONTRIBUTIONS MAKE BIG DIFFERENCES

So much has made it possible for Classic
Toy Trains to become the premier toy train publica-
tion. The first thing that comes to mind is the out-
standing articles written by experts in the hobby.

The next is the creativity
provided by our designers,
illustrators, photographers, and
production supervisors. Along-
side these contributions have
always been the support and
assistance offered by loyal
advertisers of every sort.

No one on the editorial team
can minimize the contributions
received from the greatest read-
ers any magazine could ask for.
Since the inaugural issue hit
newsstands in 1987, you've
shared opinions and ideas,
directed us to superb layouts
and collections, and submitted
stories and photos. So we’re
requesting your help again.

Writing for Editor Hal
Miller and Editorial Assistant
Rene Schweitzer, 'm asking
you to consider making three
kinds of contributions, each

fairly little in scope and simple
in effort, yet guaranteed to have
a major impact.

from any of you whose O

or S gauge layout should be
regarded as “compact” (say less
than 125 square feet). This
issue has as its theme compact
layouts, and you’ll discover
three terrific ones in the pages
that follow.

Each of these O or S gauge
layouts will inspire you, espe-
cially if space at home is at a
premium. There’s much to
learn from them when develop-
ing a track plan and finishing
awesome scenery. Were con-
stantly asked to spotlight
smaller layouts yet finding
them is a challenge. Here’s your
chance to make it happen.

] To start, please let us hear

YOUR MAGAZINE TEAM

Related to this first little
2 request is one for more

photos of what you're
building. What small projects
are you undertaking to
improve the
appearance and
operation of your
layout? Please send
us a few shots of
your best scenes.

The third
3 way in which
we would

appreciate your

contributing has to do with the
books published here at Kalm-
bach Media Co. We're on the
lookout for contributors whose
experience and expertise can
help us strengthen the pocket
price guides we compile about
Lionel and American Flyer
trains. Do you know of models
missing from the latest edi-
tions? Can you update pricing
information? Have you been
thinking of ways to make these
books better?

Okay, now that I've thrown
the ball in your court, I feel
confident that you’ll come
through. Feel free to send an
email or letter to Hal or me at
the addresses listed
elsewhere on this
page. If you have
digital photos to
include, please
attach them to
your message.

Our goal always
has been to make
Classic Toy Trains
better, so it can
shed light on how you can
enjoy your trains more fully
while expanding the ways you
do so. We depend on your
ideas and insights to achieve
that aim and now look forward
with excitement to hearing
from you and preparing for a
greater future.

Roger Carge

Roger Carp, Senior Editor

DO YOU HAVE A STORY?

TO SUBMIT AN ARTICLE and photos,
email to manuscripts@classictoytrains.
com, or send materials to Classic Toy

Trains, 21027 Crossroads Circle, P.O. Box
1612, Waukesha, WI 53186. Write the

N\ ¢

Managing Editor Editorial Assistant

Editor Senior Editor u . "

Hal Miller Jeff Reich Roger Carp Rene Schweitzer Bl e Enclqsed on the
hmiller@ClassicToyTrains.  jreich@Kalmbach.com rcarp@ClassicToyTrains. rschweitzer envelope. Before preparing an article,
com com @Kalmbach.com contact us to determine interest. Article/

photo guidelines are available at CTT.
trains.com.

Classic Toy Trains assumes letters, new
product information, and other unsolic-
ited materials are contributed gratis. We
assume no responsibility for the safe
return of unsolicited material.
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Contributing Editor

Bob Keller
editor@ClassicToyTrains.

Copy Editor
Steven Otte
sotte@Kalmbach.com

Group Technical
Editor

Cody Grivno
cgrivno@ModelRailroader.com  com

Design Director
Elizabeth Weber
Iweber@Kalmbach.com
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Classic Toy Trains is the indispensable source for toy
train hobbyists. Our mission is to enhance our readers’
enjoyment of the toy train hobby by publishing useful
information and engaging insights about layouts,
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THE WESTERN DEPOT

1650 Sierra Ave. Suite 203 Yuba City, CA 95993

. * Huge in-stock inventory
. ¢ \\Vebsite updated daily

Call 530-673-6776 Hours:
Wester‘ndepot. com Tuesday-Saturday 10:00-5:30

Authorize
Lionel, MTH an
Bachmann dealer

SOURCE FOR THE ENTHUSIAST

Mention
this ad for
FREE shipping
anywhere in
continental
USA

We have been manufacturing track, switches, operating
‘ and special tracks for 80 years.
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. . L . GarGraves Trackage Corp.
Visit our website, give us a call or stop in to your 9 P

8967 Ridge Road ——ti
local dealer and ask for GarGraves Track Products. North Rose, NY 14516 ‘i\ﬂi
315-483-6577 v 1
\_ WWW.G a rG raves.com email gargraves@gargraves.com Y,
= Buy Tickets Online FOR INFO CONTACT:

=~ IRAINSHOW.LOM Now and Save Money! g0 Carlton Drive Carol Stream, IL 60188

TrainShow.com g3 290.1962 - Info@TrainShow.com

March 28-29 Wilminglon, MA
Shriners Auditorium

July 25-26 * Monroeville, PA
Monroeville Convention Center

August 8-9 ¢ Edison, NJ
New Jersey Expo Center

March 21-22 ¢ Pleasanton, CA
Alameda County Fairgrounds

March 28-29 * Dayton, OH
Montgomery County
airgrounds

May 30-31 * Bglleville, IL

Sat & Sun Belle Clair Fairgrounds Sat& Sun | August 15-16 * Chantilly, VA
10am - 4pm 10am - 4pm Dulles Expo Center
August 8-9 * Pomona, CA August 22-23 ¢ Oaks, PA
Fairplex Greater Philadelphia Expo Ctr.
DuPage County .
Fairgrounds County Farm & Manchester |  March 8 April 5
Wheaton, IL 60187
930am-3pm May 3 June 14
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LETTERS

FROM OUR READERS

THREE GENERATIONS IN O GAUGE

v
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Mike Graziani (center) stands with his son, Max (left), and his
father behind the 0-27 layout Max made to showcase the
family’s postwar Lionel and Marx trains and accessories.

g |

layout for his grandfather. The goal was to build an O-27

M y 15-year old son, Max, recently completed a small 3-rail

layout that would showcase the simple Lionel and Marx
trains and accessories my father had received as a child in the
postwar era that we still use and run, every year, on our family’s

Christmas layouts.

It was also intended to loosely depict the progression of taking
your newly received O-27 starter set and simple accessories and
turning them into more of a finished, permanent “railroad.”

Space and time were limited, as Max wanted to present the
layout at Christmas. I suggested he use as the base for the layout
an unused air-hockey table in my parents’ basement. The layout’s
dimensions could then be sized to allow the board to reside
within the recessed “ice” surface of the table. Max used sheet
foam for hidden supports and perimeter profile as well as card-
board lattice for the mountain shape.

As you can see from the photo, all three generations in our
family are proud of what my son built and will continue to enjoy
it. - Mike Graziani, Pittsburgh, Pa.

= NO POSTWAR 594
I appreciate the increased
emphasis on American Flyer
in the February 2020 Classic
Toy Trains. However, I wish to
bring to your attention an
apparent misconception in the
article about the no. 594 track
gang. Although the Gilbert Co.
cataloged the 594 in 1941-42
and 1946-47, no track gangs of
postwar production have to
my knowledge been reported.
All observed samples found
complete with a box and inner
tray have had “prewar Gilbert
Flyer green” painted bases,
were fitted with three Fahne-
stock clips, and were wired
with wire with impregnated
cloth insulation, and came
with two prewar-style track
trips that insert between the
inner and outer rails of 3-rail
O gauge track. Also, each came
with a no. M2266 instructions
for connection to 3-rail track.
Catalog entries in 1946-47
and the inclusion of an altered
wiring scheme for a postwar
track gang in the no. M2502
operating instructions make
clear that Gilbert intended to

6 Classic Toy Trains « May 2020

continue the 594. Yet due to
(apparently) low preorders, the
company filled what orders it
had with leftover prewar pro-
duction, as was its practice
right after World War II.

If someone can offer evi-
dence of a true postwar 594
made with plastic insulated
wire with proper provenance,
Flyer collectors would be
delighted to finally have con-
firmation of its existence. -
Bob Bubeck, Midland, Mich.

= NEW NAME WANTED

I agree with Bob Keller about
the need for a new name for
the modern era of toy train
production (February 2020
CTT). The scope is too large to
be useful, considering how this
era spans 50 years and reflects
a variety of changes in the
industry, including location for
making products, safety stan-
dards, and a range of materials
and technologies.

I have an idea of what items
are from the prewar and post-
war eras. But the modern era
can entail anything from low-
quality remakes of postwar

items all the way up to digital
control of high-quality items.
I support the idea of split-
ting the era and calling the
years since the 1990s the digi-
tal era. Any dividing point is
going to be open to contro-
versy. Isuggest a start date be
tied to a significant digital
offering being
made, such as the
introduction of
command control
or sophisticated
sound systems or
when the first
digital boards
were developed. -
Don Powell, Mel-
bourne, Fla.

= THANKS FOR LEGO

I want to applaud you for the
fantastic review of the LEGO
City Passenger Train in the
January 2020 CTT. I am a col-
lector and operator of postwar

HAVE A COMMENT?

and modern-era Lionel trains
and an Adult Fan Of LEGO
(AFOL). LEGO trains should
be included in the discussion
of classic toy trains..

LEGO is to kids of today
what Lionel was to kids of the
1950s: a recognizable toy that
lets them build their own little
world. (Sounds
like a 1950s Lio-
nel promotion.)

Children still
love trains. They
just need a way
to transition
from the Thomas
the Tank Engine
wood trains to
more sophisti-
cated trains.

The model railroading and
toy train communities should
embrace LEGO trains as a way
to introduce children to the
world of trains. - Wes Lloyd,
Gaithersburg, Md.

BASICS OF MODERN TRAIN SETS .., ANIMATE A HOT-AIR BALLOOH .-

CLASSIC TOV &=
RAINS >

Write “CTT Correspondence” on your letter and mail it to Classic Toy Trains, P.0. Box
1612, Waukesha, W1 53187-1612, or email us at correspond@ClassicToyTrains.com
and put the words “reader correspondence”in the subject line.



MODERN ERA NOTES

WITH BOB KELLER

www. tramlayouts com ¢ 973-366-5788

We specialize in:
« Complex Multi-Level Track Plans  Operating Accessories
* TMCC™ and DCS Control Systems e« Yards and Switching
* Multi-Train Operation « Highly Detailed Scenery

O East Coast Enterprises * Roman Electric

DispLay SHewves FOR
Voun TRAIN Room!

-] Satin Finish,
Hardened Anodized
\ Extruded Aluminum

| No Brackets Needed
Raised Rails Hold
Your Trains in Place
6 ft. lengths,
€xpandable with
Joiner Pins Supplied
Special Cutting

The New York Central turned out to be the gateway to my S gauge collection.

S gauge confessions

COMING CLEAN ABOUT COLLECTING 1/64

K, I'll admit it. I own some S balky mechanical reverse units that fre- Available
gauge trains. In True Confiden-  quently brought the wreck train out.
tial fashion, I can further con- But the S gauge locomotives jumped Combination "HO/S" Gauge . . . . ... $14.00
fess that they belonged to m into action when voltage was applied, 10"Gauge $18.00
U . 8 Y W voltage was app . Combination "O/STD/LGB" Gauge . . .$27.00
grandfather. Alas, those trains had reversed when made to, and never hit a Plus UPS Shipping
stopped working long before I found dead spot and changed direction! Wow! ARAIL STOPS - This
them in his attic. Further, the pieces that extfjmel}a \éerS_Otiled
remained were stored poorly for three TRUE CONFESSION 3 ot shohane
decades before they made it to me. I think S gauge has a bright future. It has similar shelving from
. . HO/S gauge or O
three firms serving the market, with the gauge to O/STDAGB
TRUE CONFESSION 1 advantages of modern electronics, manu- gauge. AAIL STOPS
. . . . S can be used any
Then a funny thing happened at a train facturing, and decoration. You wouldn’t place along your
show. My wife bought an American Flyer  see this much competition if the scale shelves and will
: . prevent your trains
Royal Blue locomotive for herself. was dying. from being rolled
: : ; : : along the rails. RAIL
Of course, an engine needs sor'nethmg . Ametjlcan Models has an impressive STOPS fit all track and <an be used n place of
to pull, so she picked up a few freight cars  line of diesel and steam locomotives, and bumpers on train layouts. o
with the goal of making that the official rolling stock, most of which is available QE:;SIT%PS are $10.00 per dozen, indluding
Christmas tree train. to order right now. ___ RAIL END CAPS -
After a few holidays of running the S-Helper Service is now part of MTH. The newest
Royal Blue, I began to think there might =~ Manufacturing issues and electronics | ggﬁ;@'?gfgpgf”“
be some truth to, “S: The perfect scale” upgrades have slowed new releases, but if | Systems product
Still, T resisted, until I saw an S-Helper  you like scale detail, they are tops. line. Designed to
. . . trim the ends of
Service New York Central switcher. I Of course, the standard bearer is our shelves or

similar shelving.
RAIL END CAPS will
give a finished
look to the end of

bought it. Next was an American Models ~ American Flyer. Lionel may have won the
NYC switcher. Then a Lionel NYC Geep.  war, but in a twist of fate it's expanding

This was becoming a trend. the line of scale-detailed locomotives like your shelves and
the Nickel Plate Road’s 2-8-4 Berkshire will prevent your trains from being knocked off

TRUE CONFESSION 2 and contemporary rolling stock. F,T:Oesgd:bedfu when ordering: combination

Thanks to a formerly unused pool table, I It’s also not forgetting its past. Lionel "HOJS" gauge, "O" gauge or combination

o . . "O/STDALGB” gauge.
got at least partially into the S gauge rail-  serves the Flyer base with postwar-style RAIL END CAPS ore $3.50 each, any size.
road business. It was just endless loops, rolling stock, letting hobbyists freshen Plus shipping and handling.
et . ; ;
but they were troub.le free! The trains ﬂeet's and keep their classics. ' GLENN SNYDER DISPLAY SYSTEMS
were smaller, but still had great detail. I've seen many of my fellow 3-railers 5940 Woodlce Court * Orchard Park, NY 14127
And the reliability! Some background:  occasionally cross the aisle and have _ Toll free 1-877-852-4676
at the time, most of my O gauge fleethad ~ admiring eyes for S. ’Fess up! e""c'l"'LE";;"o@gijda‘s"',TM'DE'"'I"N“'@;;‘"“'
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SCHNEIDER® CONTAINERS

FEATURES AN ANIMATED INCLUDES FOUR WORKERS, THREE PREBUILT& & INTERMODAL CAR
FORKLIFT THAT TRAVELS CRATES, TWO PALLETS, TWO BUSHES, PRELIT W/ OVER SOLD SEPARATELY
FORWARD AND BACK! AND JACK THE GERMAN SHEPHERD 45 LED LIGHTS! (SKU# 279-4656, 3688)

LLY BIG BUILDINGS REALLY SMALL PRICES'

OF §NE NN ¥ jilt, Pr 'f!nnd Packed wﬂh Achones' } e
e : = - e
HEITEL Ill — = | =
ilﬁ E !l" 14 '
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| lallR B (.

ROYALE

World Headquarters York Hotel Parking Garage Tampa Towers
279-3972 ... $119.99 279-3973 ... $119.99 279-4392 ... $119.99 279-4432 ... $129.99




MELROSE PARK TRAIN STATION

SKU# 279-5551

INCLUDES FOUR FIGURES, TWO CRATES,
BENCHES, LUGGAGE, HAND CART, TREE &
BUSH, AND JACK THE GERMAN SHEPHERD

e
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SMALL FOOTPRINT IS PERFECT FOR
EVEN THE SMALLEST 0 GAUGE LAYOUT!
(7-3/4" WIDE BY 4" DEEP)

PREBUILT & PRELIT WITH
10 LED LIGHTS!

8 PIECES PER 31"
DIAMETER

=~ 8 PIECES PER 36"
DIAMETER

CIRCLE o CIRCLE =
- P MADE FROM
== 7 Z# EXTRA STRONG

30" STRAIGHT 10" STRAIGHT 0-31 CURVE 0-36 CURVE * HIGH TENSILE
By the Case (24 Pieces) By the Case (24 Pieces) By the Case (24 Pieces) By the Case (24 Pieces) STRENGTH STEEL!

$69.99 case (279-3465) $37.99 case (279-3464) $44.95 case (279-3466) $44.95 case (279-3469)

 That's Only $2.92 each! e That's Only $1.58 each!  That's Only $1.87 each! o That's Only $1.87 each!
By the Piece By the Piece By the Piece By the Piece

$4.99 each (279-3079) $1.99 each (279-3078) $2.99 each (279-3080) $2.99 each (279-3085)

12 PIECES PER 42" 16 PIECES PER 54" 16 PIECES PER 72" 16 PIECES PER 96"

DIAMETER DIAMETER ~  DIAMETER DIAMETER
CIRCLE CIRCLE CIRCLE CIRCLE
Z; % FASTRACK™
TO TUBULAR
0-42 GURVE . 0-54 GURVE . 0-72 GURVE _ 0-96 CURVE _ TRANSITION PIECE
By the Case (24 Pieces) By the Case (24 Pieces) By the Case (24 Pieces) By the Case (24 Pieces) 10" L 1Pi
$44.95 case (279-3467) $49.99 case (279-3470) $54.99 case (279-3468) $59.99 case (279-3471) o4 ggg 2(79 ;gg‘;)
o That's Only $1.87 each! o That's Only $2.08 each!  That's Only $2.29 each! e That's Only $2.50 each! N 99 ( "_ )
By the Piece By the Piece By the Piece By the Piece 10" Long (2 Pieces)

9.99 (279-3868
$2.99 each (279-3081) $3.49 each (279-3086) $3.99 each (279-3082) $3.99 each (279-3099) $9.99 )
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» DAVE NUSSDORFER’S
0 GAUGE LAYOUT

The Canadian, queen of the
streamlined passenger
trains run by the Canadian
Pacific during the postwar
era, accelerates on its jour-
ney west in this pleasing
scene on Dave Nussdorfer’s
26 x 27-foot Canadian
Western RR. Dave makes his
home in Okemos, Mich.,
where he spends time
updating the railroad Dave
Rickaby has photographed.
Readers will soon see much
more of this O gauge won-
der in Classic Toy Trains.
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<{ BEACHES MUSEUM’S
0 GAUGE DISPLAY

The story of how Henry
Flagler developed the
Florida East Coast Ry. and
its impact on the growth of
the Sunshine State comes
to life on the O gauge dis-
play built by the Toy Train
Collectors Club based in
Jacksonville, Fla. Bob Burch,
a member of the group,
submitted this photo by
Moody McCall. Visitors,
including attendees of the
2020 national convention
of the Train Collectors
Association, are always wel-
come to see the layout in
the Beaches Museum in
Jacksonville Beach.

< WILLIAM BAXTER’S 0
GAUGE LAYOUT
Afternoons in small-town
Minnesota, with a Northern
Pacific steam engine and
tender being refilled with
water, were great parts of
William Baxter’s youth. So
were American Flyer S
gauge trains. Yet when Bill
built the layout of his
dreams at home in Ply-
mouth, Minn., he opted for
O gauge. His Allgone &
Nevermore RR keeps alive
memories that Bill enjoys
sharing with his daughter,
Sherri Christofaro.

www.ClassicToyTrains.com 11
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A LARRY OSTERHOUDT’S
0 GAUGE LAYOUT

Mention The Addams Family
television series from the = B |
1960s, and folks will start hum- z
ming the theme song and
recall the toy train layouts on
which Gomez Addams glee-
fully crashed Lionel trains. A
big fan of the Super O display
shown during the first season
in 1964 is Larry Osterhoudt.
This resident of Downey, Calif,,
has built an outstanding rep-
lica and created a detailed
track plan. To learn more,
please check out Lionel Trains
of the 1960s, the latest special-
interest publication from
Classic Toy Trains (www.Kalm
bachHobbyStore.com/CT13).

L L N5 1Ty Soe—"——
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< GLENN ZUMBACH’S

S GAUGE LAYOUT

Inertia led Glenn Zumbach to
hold on to the 50 or so superb
American Flyer engines and
cars his father had accumu-
lated during the postwar
decades. Then, just when
Glenn was on the verge of sell-
ing the entire S gauge collec-
tion, he felt a renewed interest
in them. He held on to every-
thing. Not long afterward, he
built a layout at his home in
Taylor, Pa. Next, Glenn tripled
the size of the collection. Thus
did Glenn respectfully honor
the memory of his father while
“having a blast!”

WANT TO CONTRIBUTE?

PLEASE SEND your best pictures to CTT
Photo Album, 21027 Crossroads Circle, Wauke-
sha, WI 53187-1612 or email them to photoal-
bum@ClassicToyTrains.com. Digital photos must
be taken with the camera set at the largest-pos-
sible file size. Include your name, address, and
daytime telephone number; a description of
each image; and the name of the photographer
or layout owner. If your photo is published, we
will pay you $50 as long as we have not previ-
ously bought the photo.

For more on photos specs, please go to www.
ClassicToyTrains.com/SubmissionGuidelines.
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A RON FINDLAY’S 0
GAUGE DIORAMA

Shooting photographs of
trains, whether miniature or
full-size locomotives and roll-
ing stock, adds drama and flair
to them. Ron Findlay, who lives
in San Luis Obispo, Calif.,
understands this fundamental
notion and so makes a point of
emulating what the distin-
guished photographer O.
Winston Link presented in pic-
tures from the 1950s. Lionel’s
no. 2046 4-6-4 small Hudson
steam engine and tender
never looked more powerful
and elegant than in Ron’s shot.
Behind is a Lionel no. 455 oil
derrick and pumper also from
the early 1950s.

www.ClassicToyTrains.com 13




NEWS & PRODUCTS

WITH THE CTT STAFF

THAT INDUSTRIAL
LOOK: Empirerail has
added large-window

O scale factories to its
product line. The hand-
painted, 3-dimensional
wood facades are made
for background use.
Priced at $75 each. They
measure 12 x 20 inches.
Fronts and depths can
vary depending upon
the customer’s needs.
Visit empirerail.co or
call 860-887-5799.

S SCALE TRUCKIN': Coming this spring from Die Cast Promotions  and detailed undercarriage. The trailer features functioning landing

is a 1:64 die-cast metal red (also available in white) 2018 gear and side skirts. Coming this fall is a Peterbilt Model 379 with
Freightliner Cascadia high-roof sleeper paired with a 53-foot utility 63-inch mid-roof sleeper and 53-foot utility trailer in Pac-Man
trailer. Features include an opening hood with engine detail, Transport livery. Visit Firstgearonline.com.

poseable front wheels, detailed cab interior, pivoting fifth wheel,

SPECIAL CAR: The Chicagoland
Lionel Railroad Club is offering a
special orange O gauge Santa Fe
PS-1 boxcar. The modern LionScale
car with die-cast trucks and
separately applied extras is 11%

inches long. The run is limited to
5% 100 pieces; sales are on a first-come,
first-served basis. Cost is $80 with
$11 shipping on the first car and $3
on the second. Visit clrctrains.com
or email info@clrctrains.com.
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ROCKIN’ ALONG: Chooch has
released its no. 8544 O scale Dry
Stack Fieldstone Rock Wall. The
sections measure 11% x 3% x Ya-inch
thick They can be cut with scissors:
and interconnect left and right or top
and bottom: Dry-stack rock walls are
a Scots-Irish building tradition dating
back to the 19th century. Using
gravity to place each rock, the walls
were used to retain the soil on
hillsides and fencerows. Visit
Choochenterprises.com.

SOUTHERN TOWER: The Train Loft of
Winston-Salem, N.C,, in conjunction with
MTH Electric Trains, has the no. 30-90427
Southern Ry. O scale switch tower
available. Also still in stock is the no.
30-90592 Norfolk & Western switch
tower. Both are $69.95 each plus
shipping. Call 336-760-9817 or email
JKonc52032@aol.com.

NEW IN O FROM NOCH: After the

— = o
launch of its 0 scale figures in 2018, . o
Noch is expanding the line with several CUSTOM RUNS: The Metropolitan Division of the Trains Collectors Association
new sets including Anglers (no. 7870, (METCA) has produced several O gauge boxcars exclusively made in the U.S.A. for
MSRP $14.62). Also available in O are the organization. Recently released road names include Canadian National,
nos. 17871 Cyclist; 17872 Climbers; Canadian Pacific, and BC Rail. Prior releases Conrail, Linde Union Carbide,
17880 Wedding; 17900 Cows, black- Manufacturers Railway, Public Service, and Penn Central are also available. Cars are
white; and 17901 Shepherd and sheep. $89 or three for $249, shipping included (Canada add $10 per order). Mix-and-
Visit Noch.com/en match as you like. Quantities limited to remaining stock on hand. Visit metca.org/

store.html or mail check payable to METCA to METCA Box Cars, 6 Packard Dr.,
Middletown, NJ 07748, or email DivisionCar@metca.org.




NEWS & PRODUCTS
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SCENIKING IS BACK: Roll Outs photo backdrops are available in S (19 scenes) and O (32 scenes) scales.
Digitally printed on 24-pound, glare-free paper using long-life inks, all are 6 feet long and 16%: inches tall.
All scenes have identical top coloration to support extension upward using a matching paint; sky-only
scenes with clouds and deepening color are also available to double the backdrop height. All scenes
connect with a Y-inch seamless overlap enabling unlimited backdrop length. View the full range of Roll
Outs in all scales at sceniking.com.
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WHAT’S HOT »

LIONEL GS-1 HYBRID NO. 9999

EACH ISSUE WE'LL CONTACT A RETAILER
TO SEE WHAT'S SELLING IN THEIR STORE.
THIS ISSUE WE TALKED TO KEN BIANCO,
SR., OF TRAINWORLD IN BROOKLYN, N.Y.
HERE’'S WHAT HE HAD TO SAY:

WHAT'S SELLING THAT'S IN STOCK NOW:

e MTH Electric Trains O Scale Premier G.E. 44-Ton Phase 3 Diesel Engine w/
Proto-Sound 3.0

e Williams GE 70-Ton Switcher w/True Blast Plus "Rutland is selling especially well."

e Lionel Promontory Summit 150th Anniversary Set

e Lionel Union Pacific ES44AC no. 119 (built to order)

e Lionel Union Pacific ES44AC Jupiter no. 60 (built to order)

e Lionel New York Central Legacy scale J3a Hudson 4-6-4 Steam
Locomotive no. 5429 w/streamlined tender (built to order)

e Lionel Pennsylvania RR no. 6434 J1A (built to order)
“ES44 fantasy schemes in general are selling well. People just want something
different.”

GETTING ORDERS AND ATTENTION:

Lionel Pilot Vision GS-1 Brass Hybrid no. 9999. “We had a sample at Amherst (Amherst
Railway Society Show, West Springfield, Mass., Jan. 25-26) and took a lot of orders. The
Lionel George Bush passenger car set, scale Big Boy and LionMaster Big Boy had a lot of
people interested, too.”

RECENTLY ANNOUNCED AND GETTING BUZZ:

e MTH RailKing Imperial Southern Pacific 4-8-8-2 Cab Forward

e The Lionel Limited 120, passenger set and Northeast caboose

e MTH RailKing Imperial GE ES44AC CSX Spirit of Law Enforcement
e Lionel Pixar- and Disney-licensed products

WHAT ARE YOU BUYING?

WE ALSO ASKED READERS
ABOUT THEIR PURCHASES.
HERE’S WHAT YOU HAD TO SAY:

e Lionel no. 6-38089 K4s- Rich,
Hightstown, N.J.

e Lionel no. 773 scale Hudson -
Don, Venice, Fla.

e Lionel no. 90 trolley — Art, New
Freedom, Pa.

e Lionel no. 27543 Santa Fe flat-
car w/load - Robert, Pittsburg,
Kans.

e Set of Lionel Classics passenger
cars nos. 323, 324, 325 — Mike,
Greensburg, Ind.

e Lionel American Flyer Polar
Express set plus baggage car and
2019 Christmas car — Tom Woy,
Gettysburg, Pa.

e MTH Railking New Haven RS-3 -
Fred, Millington, N.J.

® American Models S scale USRA
4-6-2 Pacific with Vanderbilt ten-
der lettered for Erie - Tommy.
Lewiston, N.Y.

® Marx no. 24965 Walgreens
Army set - Steve, St. James, Mo.

e Lionel LionChief New Haven
Rectifier locomotive - Stan, Pla-
centia, Calif.

e Lionel 44-ton locomotive (post-
war) — Benjamin, Loudonville, N.Y.
e Lionel Legacy Delaware & Hud-
son Alco C-420 - John, Tacoma,
Wash.

e MTH PS-1 PCC trolley - Thomas,
Caldwell, Idaho

e |ves no. 3253 0-4-0 electric loco-
motive — Michael, Cleveland, Ohio
e American Flyer Nickel Plate
Road 2-8-4 Berkshire — Joe, Mul-
lica Hill, N.J.

e Menards hopper - Becky, Parma
Hts., Ohio

e Menards boxcar — Doug, Ottawa
Kans.

e Lionel postwar NW2 - Bill,
Aiken, S.C.

e Lionel Legacy Southern Pacific
Train Master — Ken, South Lyon,
Mich.

e American Flyer Pennsylvania RR
work train with add-on cars -
Rich, Gettysburg, Pa.

* Menards New Haven boxcar —
Ed, Grosse Pointe Woods, Mich.

www.ClassicToyTrains.com
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NEWS & PRODUCTS

STORE IT HERE: TW Trainworx has
released its O scale Small Warehouse
(n0. TWX-2186; $127). The 6 x 14 x
8%-inch laser-cut wood structure has
five freight doors and a small
concrete loading dock on the front of
the building. It includes two skylights
and gravel to give the roof texture.
Each kit includes an LED strip for
interior lighting, peel-and-stick
windows and doors, and separately
applied lintels and sills. Visit
Twtrainworxstore.com or call
214-634-2965.

CORRECTIONS: In the February
issue, the price for the reviewed
Woodland Scenics windmills (nos.
BR5867/BR5868, p. 60) should have
been $60.99. In the March issue,
the cover story was written by Neal
Schorr, not Neil as printed. CTT
apologizes for both errors.

You’re the kid.

Welcome to the
candy store.

July 17-19, 2020
Dome at
America’s Center

St. Louis, Missouri

NationalTrainShow.org

. The National
Model
Sponsored by 2 Railroad
Association

© 2020 NMRA ——— ®

The Serious Buyer

Travels anywhere to buy train collections!

Long time advertiser buying electric trains!
Specializing in larger train collections and estates.

| will travel anywhere for larger train collections.
In business for over 25 years.
| offer professionalism, confidentially, and fairness.

Easy to deal with, very honest!
Please contact me personally by phone, fax, letter, or e-mail.

Charles P Siegel 321.799.4005

387 Imperial Blvd., Suite 2, Cape Canaveral, FL 32920 Fax 321.799.4044
Email: trainman@traincity.com Web site: www.traincity.com
Charles Siegel is president and buyer for Train City, Inc.

CLASSIC TOY ?

Want more gy:r=iiN*

Subscribe to our E-Newsletter!
It’s easy! Go to classictoytrains.com/newsletter for more infol
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PULLING THE PIN
Chooch Enterprises
founder Mike O’Connell
has announced his
retirement. Chooch

A BRIEF HISTORY: The Times
and Travels of Toy Trains by Carol
Redman McGinnis gives a
timeline of the evolution of toy
trains. The 55-page book starts

in 1838 and runs to the present GET A GRIP: Plenty of tasks onan O or S launched in 1974 and

day. There are comprehensive gauge project involve handling small parts aimed at bringing detail
lists of manufacturers and the and working in tight areas. Xuron’s no. 451 and quality in all products
gauges in which they produced TweezerNose pliers can help. The 90-degree for the modeler. The
trains, plus a wealth of other bent pliers made of blackened high-carbon company was an early
information. Price is $19.54 steel feature Xuro-Rubber hand grips and an pioneer in resin and vinyl
wich includes tax and shipping. internal return spring. Price is $21.95; order items and has created
Email CarolMcGinnis74@ from Xuron Corp., 62 Industrial Park Rd., hundreds of products over
verizon.net to order. Saco, ME 04072, or visit Xuron.com. the years.

Charles Ro Supply Company

662 Cross Street, Malden, MA 02148 - 781-321-0090

WORLD’S LARGEST LIONEL DEALER FOR OVER 40 YEARS
VISIT, EASYATIOMUS ERBWEBISITE

* shop By Gauge '] [T] A KA KA
AW C&

{ % Large Inventory & Great Prices
. . . 7 4.8
— Over 11,000 items listed YEARS
= % Latest News from Charlie “updated weekly”
* New Product Announcements
* New Products “Just In”
* “Collection Fillers” Used items for Sale

B w,w¥charlesrorcom

ORDER ON-LINE or Call to Order: 800-225-4424 - 800-225-4425
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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

WITH JOSEPH L. MANIA & THE CTT STAFF

New lifefora .«
Burro crane

TROUBLESHOOTING A LIONEL
MOTORIZED UNIT
bought showed no life when placed on a

G track or after | placed leads on the pickup

rollers and one of the wheels for ground. | took apart
the motor: The brushes were good, and the springs
were intact.

Next, | cleaned the armature and checked it with an
ohmmeter. There was good continuity and 1.3 ohms
between all three sectors. All the wires to the double-
coil motor appeared connected. | found a bushing and
a ball bearing for the bushing plate as | reassembled it. It doesn’t
appear abused or overheated. The armature moves freely.

When | apply leads to one of the brushes (the one where the
small coil wire isn’t attached) and ground to the frame of the
motor, | get nothing. Should | unsolder the wire connections to the
motor and remove the motor frame to check the wire connections
on the reversing switch below? Fine soldering of the small coil
wires may be above my pay grade! - Mickey Demain, Milwaukee, Wis.

The used Lionel no. 3360 Burro crane |

The motor in the Burro

crane uses a double-
wound field. That’s how it
reverses with the mechanical
switch in the frame. Essen-
tially, there are two field coils

wound around the single set of
laminations. Imagine one is
clockwise and the other coun-
terclockwise. Only one is used
at a time. Powering one makes
the armature spin one way,

Powering the other makes the
armature spin the other way.
So, one brush is always con-
nected to the center rail and
considered “hot”; the other
brush is connected to one side
of each on the field windings.

There are two other ends of
the field windings. Grounding
either will make the armature
spin in one direction or the
other. Grounding both at the
same time will make the arma-
ture chatter in place.

The two ends go to the
reversing mechanism in the
frame, part of which is spring

Cataloged in 1956 and '57,
the Lionel no. 3360 Burro
crane sometimes demands
basic troubleshooting to keep
running. Here's the informa-
tion operators need.

loaded. Pushing it one way
moves a slide that grounds one
of the wires and powers the
motor. Pushing it the opposite
way reverses the action.

I think the problem lies in
the reverse mechanism. Rather
than grounding it to the frame,
try grounding it direct to one
wire or the other. Good luck.

RESTORING A LIONEL NO. 226E

A few questions regarding the Lionel

prewar O gauge no. 226E steam
engine I'm restoring. First, what does the
firebox section look like? The cast piece on
mine is missing as well as the light. Second,
the name plates seem to be brass and not
nickel. Is that a possibility, or have they just
tarnished over the years? Third, the silver

20 Classic Toy Trains « May 2020

Anyone planning to restore a Lionel steam
engine from the prewar period, including a
no. 226E, must obtain quality original or
reproduction parts before starting.

piping is staying a golden color after I clean
it with silver polish. Is it just tarnished also
and do | need to keep cleaning it? —- Dave
Olsakowski, Bridgewater, N.J.

Let’s start with the firebox section. A

Google search on images should pro-
vide enough photos to see what is missing.
Regarding the trim, all the parts you men-
tioned were originally nickel-plated brass.
Polishing them has removed the plating,
which is why they’re taking on a brass
color (it’s the underlying base material).
Continued polishing will remove more
plating and reveal more brass.

FASTRACK SIDING LOSES POWER
WITH MANUAL SWITCH

My 5 x 14-foot O gauge model railroad

uses a Model Rectifier Corp. Throttle
Pack to run conventional and LionChief
Plus locomotives over FasTrack. | added a
siding with an illuminated bumper at the
end so | could store either the conventional
engines while running the LionChief Plus
units or vice versa.

Here's the problem | need help with. |
removed the jumper wire on a straight sec-
tion 13s inches long with an isolated center
rail and hooked up two wires going to an
on/off toggle switch so | could control the
on/off power. However, when | direct one of
my locomotives into the siding through a
manual right-hand switch, the track shorts
out and everything is dead. Pleases tell me
what I'm doing wrong. - John Herrera, New
Hope, Pa.



If you've been using a no. 12060

block section track, I assume you
took the jumper wire off the center rails
(the two connections are attached to the
toggle switch). If so, there’s no difference
when the switch is closed than if you had
put in a regular track section. It should
work as you planned.

Something may be shorting on the
manual switch. Take out the insulated
section and attach regular straights. If the
problem still persists, focus on the track
switch. If not, then check the wiring to
the insulated section.

REVIVING A FLYER WATER TANK

Do you have information about how

to set up the internal mechanism on
an American Flyer no. 596 water tank. I'm
refurbishing a prewar example of that Gil-
bert accessory and can't find any pictures
or diagrams. — Larry Cunningham, Jefferson-
ville, Ind.

The American Flyer 596 water tower

is a pretty simple operating acces-
sory. It should have three wires coming
out of it: black is ground for both the
light and coil that lowers the spout, yel-
low is hot for the light, and green is hot
for the coil.

When the accessory is in use, the
black wire goes to base, the yellow goes
to the 15-volt post, and the green goes to
the control button. The other side of the
control button is then attached to the
15-volt post.

BETTER WIRING FOR A LIONEL RW

I have a Lionel type-RW 110-watt

transformer with a speed control, a
whistle, and a reverse button. It has five
posts labeled: A, U, B, C, and D. My track is
wired with the center rail to the U terminal
and the outer rail to the A terminal. I'm try-
ing to hook up a Lionel no. 2126 whistle
shed to the horn button on the RW, and it
doesn’t work. I've tried using the D and U
terminals and connecting the C terminal
to the U terminal. Both times the horn just
blows continuously. What arrangement for
the wiring do you advise? - Steve Borowicz,
Tunkhannock, Pa.

The whistle controller on the RW is

used to blow the whistle in the ten-
der of a steam locomotive (if equipped)
or the horn in a diesel or electric locomo-
tive (again, if equipped).

No. 596 WATER TANK, with Push lul]oa

Lower, raise water spout by remote
control. Aviation warning light on
top of tank. Size 11" x 6" x 614"
$5.95. Denver and west, $6.25.

Operators have been enjoying
the American Flyer no. 596 water
tank since the A.C. Gilbert Co.
introduced it in 1940. Wiring the
mechanism is straightforward.

Since you already know that hooking
up the shed to power makes the whistle
blow, you simply have to add a pushbut-
ton control between one of the wires (it
doesn’t matter which one) and the trans-

former. The button will break the circuit.

Pushing it will close the circuit, causing
the whistle to sound.

LIONEL FT DIESEL NEEDS A B UNIT

I have a Lionel no. 30217 Southern

Pacific diesel freight set from 2013.
The FT A unit would like great with a
matching B unit. But Lionel never made
one in the “black widow” scheme. Is there
a way to rewire the reverse unit to enable
a second A unit run in reverse in order to
create a lash-up? - Ed Moss, Apex, N.C.

Probably not if the original reverse

unit is to be used. With the addi-
tional motors — and subsequently the
additional load placed on them because
you now have twice the pulling capacity
- you’ll push the original reverse board
past its designed limits. You could get an
aftermarket high-amperage reverse unit
and lash both locomotives together.

Of course, if you don't plan to reverse
the locomotives, it will be simple to lock
one in forward and the other in reverse
and run them that way. Furthermore, if
you do plan on reversing them, you can
reverse the power leads to the motors in
the rear unit. When you power it up, the
front unit will start in forward and the
rear unit will start the same.

OVERT25!000]PARTS

ELECTRIC TRAINS
410 Court St.
Saginaw, MI 48602
989-793-4753
Mon.-Sat. 9:30-5:30
www.brasseurelectrictrains.com

989-793-6887

40 years of Lionel service and sales.
Authorized MTH service and sales.
Best Source for K-LINE parts.

Just 90 miles north of Detroit, just off I-75.

S&W rarts suppry
WE’'RE BACK!

LIONEL PARTS DEALER AND AUTHORIZED
SERVICE STATION #91 PROVIDING
EXPERT REPAIRS TO PREWAR, POSTWAR
AND ALL MODERN LIONEL EQUIPMENT

EMAIL: trains@sandwparts.com

WEB: www.sandwparts.com

Hours: Tuesday - Friday: 9-5PM EST

TEL - (518) 280-5197

762 Whitney Dr., Niskayuna, NY 12309
NY Sales Tax (where applicable) & shipping

Your Southern Connection for
Quality 0 Gauge Products

ROUNDHOUSE _

4611 8. Ridgewood Ave. « Port Orange, FL 32127

PH. 386-304-7002/7003

MTH 20-2081

MTH 20-2 ———
MTH 20-21019-1 Indiana Railroad GP-40P3..............ccccc0....
MTH 20-21025-1 Chessie GP-40 P3 GM¢

MTH 20-21058- |EhSF

al %q 3 P\;
57- with Proto 3.0,
Frerght charges added to ALL orders.
www.roundhousesouth.com

www.ClassicToyTrains.com 21




COLLECTIBLE CLASSICS

WITH ROGER CARP

AUTHENTICAST'S NO. R-153 JUNIOR FARM SET

ertain scenes are all but required if

you want to have an entertaining

O or S gauge layout. Poll modelers

and they’ll list city stations with
platforms, main street lined with stores,
and a peaceful residential neighborhood
with a park just around the corner.

Don't forget a farm. You can probably
envision the scene right now: a red barn
with the homestead not far away, white
fencing bordering green pastures and
brown pens, miniature tractors and related
implements, and a harvest of figures.

These days, completing convincing
farm scenes is a breeze. Circumstances
were different during the early years of the
postwar era. If you imagined having a
farm or ranch on your railroad, complet-
ing the scene presented a few challenges,
not the least of which was finding animals
to add. Luckily, there was the no. R-153
Junior Farm Set marketed by Authenticast.

= PIONEER IN CASTING
The story behind the R-153 and the many
other O gauge and HO scale figure sets
developed by Comet Metal Products Co.
for its Authenticast brand opened in 1919.
The business had been established by
Abraham Slonim in Richmond Hill, N.Y,,
as a fabricator of simple metal items,
including miniature soldiers. An alloy
composed of lead and zinc served as the
foundation for what Comet was making.
When problems arose with that mate-
rial and how it was being cast, the found-
er’s sons rode to the rescue. Joseph and
Samuel Slonim explored the possibility of
using centrifugal force to push molten
metal into the molds to create detailed
miniatures less likely to deteriorate.
Solving that problem opened the door
for the firm to expand its lineup of models
for the hobby field and the armed forces.
As World War II raged, Comet produced a

huge range of replicas of American and
foreign aircraft, ships, and tanks for the
military to use when planning tactics.

= VARIETY OF FIGURES
The Slonims had seen the advantages of
using their patented die-casting process to
win contracts from the A.C. Gilbert Co. to
make figures for its American Flyer brand
of O gauge accessories. They returned to
that field after the war, splitting the pro-
duction of items between laborers in Ire-
land and employees in New York. Most of
the painting was done overseas.
Throughout the late 1940s and into the
1950s, Comet created what must have
seemed like an endless variety of die-cast
figures fitting into so many niches. A vol-
ume might be written about the line of
miniature soldiers, delicately painted in
uniforms representing historic and con-
temporary armies from around the globe.

JIONEL

LCCA Members Call It
“The Best Toy Train Club on the Planet!™

But don t take our word

for it, listen to what

Howard Hitchcock,

CEQ, Lionel Trains,

has to say about us at
lionelcollectors.org/learnmore/

COLLECTORS

CLUBof

AM

==

IC

EST 1970

The Best Toy Train Club on the Planet!™
lionelcollectors.org * (815) 223-0115 (Business Hours)



Much more relevant to
readers of Classic Toy
Trains were the wonderful
sets of figures and details
marketed for model rail-
roaders. The catalogs
published to sell Authen-
ticast figures introduced
hobbyists to an incredi-
ble assortment of rail-
road workers and pas-
sengers, factory and
road laborers, and male
and female travelers.

Also appealing to
individuals building O
and S gauge layouts were the sets of realis-
tic highway and railroad signs as well as
the individually boxed trucks and buses.
Modelers in either area used the Authenti-
cast items, though the typical height of the
figures (1% inches) made them more
appropriate for O gauge than S.

= DOWN ON THE FARM

Amid the array of miniature workers and

travelers were everything needed to
detail a farm scene. The R-153 featured a
large brown cow, along with pigs, chick-
ens, and sheep. In addition, you got three
painted humans to manage the farm.
Another set, the no. R-423 Farm Scene,
included fences and trees, a well with a
bucket, more male and female figures, and
a handful of agricultural tools.
Unsurpassed in beauty, the figure sets

from Authenticast suffered two

blows in the 1950s that finished off the
brand. First, a fire at the plant in Ireland
curtailed production there. Meanwhile,
the growing reliance on cheaper injection-
molded plastics undermined the market.
Comet found ways to survive, but its days
of dominating one significant part of the
modeling hobby were over. - Roger Carp

SWITCHES & TRACK

\\ for all 3 Rail O Gauge & 027 Trains
Demand them from your dealen or call ws dinect!

A sampling of some of our neat specialty switches.
All now available remote control ready to run!

Alss

’4 .z ﬁz
DZ1000 lighted

switch machine
and controllers
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The Fast Track to Layout Construction
= _ Model 06-24 12°x16’ overall

IT’S TIME FOR THE A
ROLLING STOCK s T
TOSTART 4

www.miannebenchwork.com
Foley Woodworking 44 Union St., Attlgboro, MA 02703

Texas Trains & Diecast

(972) 824-7123

We buy collections of all sizes!

30 Years of Experience
Finances Available
Ready to Travel
Confidential at all Times
Professional Treatment
WWW.Ixtrains.com
texastrains(@yahoo.com

TRAIN COLLECTORS ASSOCIATION™

JOIN TCA!

Friendships that
Last a Lifetime!

Here are just a few great TCA benefits:
= TCA Train Meets (including York, PA!)

- *3* Publications: The Train Collectors
Quarterly, National Headquarters News
& TCA E-Train, our online magazine

= TCA x-change (online marketplace)
= National Toy Train Museum
= Toy Train Reference Library

Call or visit us online for
your application today!

717.687.8623
www.tcamembers.org

|
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VIEWS FROM THE UNDERGROUND

WITH LOU PALUMBO

Daylight to darkness

HOW ONE SET CAPTURED THE MARKET

n the 1970s, the Lionel line made by
Model Products Corp. started to fea-
ture O gauge streamlined passenger
sets led by F3 diesels. One of my
favorites was the Pennsylvania RR train.

This set, never given a product num-
ber, came with two handsome A units
painted Brunswick green (nos. 8952 and
8953). The duo pulled five aluminum
cars with Tuscan red stripes in what
resembled an updated version of the set
led by a GG1 in 1955 and ’56.

Popular demand called for F3 A units
painted Tuscan red to match
the cars. So the nos. 8970 and
8971 made their debut in
1979. A year later, B units
matching both of the A-A
combinations arrived.

What a beautiful train you
had. Being an avid Pennsy
fan, I made the set an abso-
lute must-have.

In 1982, the late Peter
Bianco, a good friend who
owned Trainworld in Brooklyn, sug-
gested to another good friend, Len Car-
parelli, that he paint a mock-up of a
Southern Pacific passenger train with F3s
and cars in the Daylight scheme.

Len did a beautiful job with the set,
which he gave to Peter. And he, in turn,
presented them to Lenny Dean, a great
gentleman in management at Lionel.

Lenny and everyone else at Lionel fell
in love with the SP passenger train and
decided to put it into production. As a
result, the cataloged line released for
1982 included the Southern Pacific Day-
light, a five-car set with F3 diesels.

The train proved to be an immediate
hit with Lionel enthusiasts. In 1983, Lio-
nel brought out the no. 8307, a GS-4
4-8-4 steam engine and tender painted to
match. The stunning black-orange-silver
scheme made the locomotive another
blockbuster. To take advantage of the

interest, Lionel introduced an F3 B unit
to accompany the A-A duo.

Prices went crazy. More folks wanted
the set, engines, and cars than were avail-
able. Prices skyrocketed, with the steam-
er’s value rising from $400 to more than
$1,500 in a year. The hard-to-find B unit,
which had retailed for $150, was going
for 10 times that amount. The train and
engines, initially priced at less than
$1,000, commanded more than $3,000!

Then in 1991, under the leadership of
the late Richard Kughn, Lionel Trains,
Inc. released another SP Day-
light 4-8-4 steamer almost
identical to the earlier one
except for the dual headlight.
That new model destroyed
the inflated price of the origi-
nal Daylight steamer.

In the February 2009 Clas-
sic Toy Trains, I noted how
hobbyists had lost confidence
in the collectibility of Lionel
trains because they worried
about how it might reproduce older ones,
thereby undermining their value.

I have mixed feelings on this because
both sides are correct. People shouldn’t
gouge others with high prices for trains
that may not be reproduced. But it feels
good to think you're getting a collectible
model when you buy a train. So, you see,
I do not have a stance to recommend for
train production in the future.

I did not have a stash of Southern
Pacific steam engines to sell at the
inflated prices. So, I was not affected by
the reproduction of the Daylight.

The Daylight passenger train is still
one of my favorites of all time. However,
when the second Southern Pacific
steamer was produced, the Daylight train
went into darkness for a lot of the train
collectors who had illusions of making a
big buck from their investment.

Keep searchin’

LOU PALUMBO, the owner of the Underground Railroad Shoppe in New Castle, Pa., writes this exclusive
column for Classic Toy Trains. He can be reached at 1906 Wilmington Rd., New Castle, PA 16105 or by email

at trainplum@yahoo.com
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LOTS in Dayton, OH - the Wright Place

Join us July 5-11, 2020 for our 41st Annual Convention
Convention Highlights Include: First in Flight Train Show

O-gauge operators!

Lionel

Operating
Train
Society

e Nat'l Museum of the US Air Force.
Cincinnati Union Terminal. \
Carillon Historic Park.
American Sign Museum.
EnterTRAINment Junction.
America's Packard Museum.
Eight GREAT private layouts.
Gale Halderman Ford Mustang Museum.

Saturday, July 11, 2020
Dayton Convention Center

Open to the Public: 10 am — 3 pm.
e Over 20,000 sq ft of trains & displays.
o Train drag races — bring your fastest

loco & compete for prizes (10:30 am).
e Vendor tables available.
Admission: $7.00 (kids under 12 free).

For convention or LOTS membership information, visit www. lots-trains.org or call (513) 598-8240
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greatest selections of
new & previously owned
trains in all scales?
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Trainz.com
and especially our

5 _ auction site at
: i trainzauctions.com
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+ COMPACT LAYOUTS +
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A 4 X 8-FOOT S GAUGE LAYOUT
PROMISES TO GROW AND GROW

By Roger Carp - Photos by Richard Gabryszewski

Rememb er hOW the March 2018 issue of Classic Toy
Trains shone a spotlight on a terrific selection of compact layouts?
Every one of those five O and S gauge railroads, which ranged in size
from 45 to 96 square feet, represented a complete project. The people
designing them had everything they wanted in a small area.

American Flyer enthusiast Richard Gabryszewski looks at his com-
pact S gauge display differently. He’s finished this 4 x 8-foot beauty,
enhancing it with mountain scenery and many old and new structures.

But to this retired military officer, the layout he considers the best
he’s ever made serves as the foundation of something much larger
and more elaborate. Rich has vowed to expand the main lines,
create more landforms, and add structures.

4+ Used to limits
Any individual who makes his or her career in the armed
forces expects to be pulling up stakes and moving on a regu-
lar basis. Where the moves will take an officer remains uncer-
tain; that he or she will be on the go is a virtual guarantee.
Rich serves as the perfect example of the soldier leaving one base
and heading to another. With his wife, Sarah, and son, Richard Jr., he
went all over the globe until finally deciding to retire and settle down.
One notable consequence of always moving was that Rich could
never construct a permanent S gauge layout. Trying to create a massive
and highly detailed model railroad would have been folly, since assign-
ments frequently took the Gabryszewski family to new places. Nothing
to do except pack up the trains and unpack them at the next place.
Interestingly, the transient nature of Rich’s approach to the hobby
went back to his childhood, long before he enlisted in the armed
forces. Carpet layouts — networks of track assembled on the floor of a
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In only 32 square feet, S gauge modeler Richard Gabryszewski has packed in accessories and structures to form memorable
scenes. The numbered arrows correspond to the numbers in each of the captioned photographs that he shot.

bedroom, attic, or den - had
been the rule for as long as he
could recall.

Rich laughs when thinking
back to his youth in the 1950s.
“My dad had received an
American Flyer train in 1948,
which was before my sister and
I were even born. He arranged
them on the floor of our house
a few times each year, making
a layout we could play with”
But there was never a thought
of anything permanent.

Even after Rich received a
Marx windup train as a 6-year-
old in 1957 or a Flyer set two
years later, the idea of a perma-
nent layout wasn't considered.
Instead, his roster grew, going
from a Frontiersman set to a
pair of steam engines, five die-
sel units, and 32 assorted
freight cars.

Yet no American Flyer
Lines layout materialized on a
tabletop or sheet of plywood.

4+ Permanent now?
Year after year of roaming the
world meant the same routine
for Rich. He would eagerly set
up his American Flyer track
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and switches, always knowing
in the back of his mind that
orders would eventually arrive
for him to pack up and ship
out elsewhere.

Yet circumstances kept get-
ting better. Freight and passen-
ger trains, which originally had
either chased each other
around extended loops on the
floor or wound around chairs

and under sofas, found new
homes. They might be running
on lines assembled over sheets
of plywood. There could be
grades for them to climb and
descend. On occasion, Rich
went so far as to make scenery.
Then came the happy time
when in retirement Rich could
weigh the benefits of a perma-
nent S gauge railroad. Or so he

AT A GLANCE

Name: Richard Gabryszewski's S gauge layout

Dimensions: 4 x 8 feet

Track and switches: American Models, S-Helper Service
(diameters range from 20 to 24 inches)
Motive power: American Models, Gilbert American Flyer,

Lionel, S-Helper Service

Rolling stock: American Models, Downs Model Railroad,
Gilbert American Flyer, Kinsman, Lionel, S-Helper Ser-

vice, S-Scale America

Controls: Gilbert American Flyer no. 30B transformer

Accessories: Gilbert American Flyer, Z-Stuff for Trains

Structures: Bar Mills, DSL Shops, Gilbert American Flyer,
Lehigh Valley Models, Mini-Craft, MTH, Pine Canyon

Scale Models

Vehicles: Eastwood Automobilia, Hartoy, Menards, M2

Machines

Figures: Arttista, Authenticast, Bowser, Lionel, MTH

imagined. Somehow, even
when Sarah and he had put
down roots, the layouts he
built had a short lifespan.

Rich jokingly referred to the
initial displays as “train gar-
dens” intended to entertain his
wife, son, and visitors during
the annual holiday season. He
launched construction around
Thanksgiving and let the rail-
road stay up through the first
weeks of the next year. Then,
regardless of how big and com-
plex the layouts were, down
they came, even a tri-level one
measuring 10 x 12 feet.

Buying a new home sud-
denly curtailed this pattern of
build and destroy! Sarah
encouraged her husband to
relax by claiming some real
estate in their family room to
create a satisfying and attrac-
tive S gauge layout. He might
even go ahead and envision
what he constructed as a step-
ping stone to a larger display.

4+ Start very small

Rich listened to his wife and
trusted his instincts to proceed
and then plan for the future.

1abaey 3oy Aq uonensnyj|
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2 The 2-level S gauge model railroad occupies a niche in the Gabryszewskis’ living room. Isn’t it a pleasure to see the American

Flyer no. 790 Trainorama panels put to good use? You know members of the A.C. Gilbert family would have enjoyed this layout.

He worked in a deliberate way
until putting the final touches
on the detailed American Flyer
layout showcased in this issue.
In time, he aims to increase its
dimensions while adding track,
structures, and more.

Benchwork epitomized the
challenges facing Rich. The
layout should be viewed as a
building block meant to be
independent and attractive.

So, Rich formed a 4 x 8-foot
table standing only 30 inches
off the ground. The height,
which he believed could
change in the future, made
every section easily visible.

Metal supports combine
with 1 x 4 lumber to provide a
sturdy foundation. Rich found
a sheet of %-inch-thick ply-
wood to cover the assembled
framework. Experience had
taught him the wisdom of
securing a layer of foam board
on top of the plywood to
reduce the noise.

Experience also impressed
on Rich the importance of
using the very best track on the
market. Surprisingly, a single
current brand failed to win
him over.

3 Red and yellow wildflowers sprouting on a gentle hillside compete for attention with the Shell

sign from Miller Engineering. Shattering the calm is an American Flyer no. 336 Union Pacific 4-8-4
Challenger and tender leading a string of vintage and new freight cars.

Rich instead decided to go
with different types of track on
the main level as well as the
elevated level 7 inches higher.
He bought sectional pieces
from American Models for the
low level, gluing them to cork
roadbed. Items from S-Helper

Service went on the upper.
Rather than affixing those
pieces permanently, he laid
them on foam board secured
to the plywood to make it eas-
ier to make modifications in
the future as the layout
expands in size.

4 0Old and new controls
The growing roster of S gauge
locomotives belonging to Rich
spans the decades of his life. In
addition to postwar steam and
diesel units from the A.C. Gil-
bert Co., the stable includes
contemporary models from
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4 Rich captured a brakeman perched on the rear platform of the American Flyer no. 930 action
caboose as it prepareds to enter one of the truss bridges on his railroad.

American Models, Lionel, and
S-Helper Service. The variety
greatly pleases Rich.

Owning vintage and mod-
ern motive power makes Rich
comfortable operating his
trains via conventional and
command control. It stands to
reason he will later design his

a no. 30B transformer. Stored
away, waiting until its time to
join in handling the bigger
railroad, are other Gilbert
power sources, such as the
nos. 12B, 19B, and 30B units.
Rich looks forward to the

day when he will be able to
supplement his transformers

Rich wanted to generate more visual interest by
having landforms support an elevated section and
then border one area as mountains.

/

ultimate S gauge layout to
accommodate both modes.
Right now, the control
panel adjacent to the main
level of Rich’s compact layout
features one of the champions

of the Flyer line from long ago:
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with a contemporary model
from Lionel or MTH. Then, he
insists, TrainMaster Command
Control will take over and
operate all his S gauge trains.
The same wait-and-see
approach explains Rich’s

method of controlling all the
turnouts. Manual operation
succeeds these days because
the layout is small. Remote-
controlled management will be
the rule once the main lines
are expanded for a larger lay-
out and more sidings and
spurs are then added.

4+ Where he began
More than 30 years ago, when
Rich was stationed in Michi-
gan, he joined a model railroad
club and built a module for the
group’s display layout. The atti-
tude nurtured there, of creat-
ing a self-contained unit that
can be smoothly incorporated
into a much larger exhibit,
continues to motivate Rich,
especially with scenery.

The guiding principle when
developing this 4 x 8-foot rail
world was to generate visual

Richard relied on a
mix of vintage S
gauge equipment and
some of the excellent
models recently put
on the market to build
his model railroad.

interest by having landforms
support an elevated section
and then border one area as
mountains. The latter would
blend with the printed back-
drops. One more thing: Rich
wanted everything to be
removable, even the top layer.

The goals demanded plenty
of foresight about materials
and techniques.

“I used foam insulation
board,” Rich said, “which I ver-
tically mounted to form the
outline of the mountain along
the upper level. Next, I stuffed
it with old newspaper and cov-
ered everything with paper
soaked with wet plaster to
form a hardened scenery shell.
Rock molds using plaster went
on to provide features”

Once the appearance of the
landforms got Rich’s approval,
he went on to cover them with
a commercial brand of light
brown latex paint. Specific
locales received treatment with
hobby paints, either sprayed or
brushed where needed.

Ground cover came from
Noch, Scenic Express, and
Woodland Scenics. Bushes and
trees arrived ready to plant
from Busch, JTT Scenery
Products, Noch, and Wood-
land Scenics. The vegetation
mixed wonderfully with the
American Flyer no. 790 Train-
orama backdrop sections
introduced by Gilbert in 1953.



5 The majesty long associated with N
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ew York Central passenger trains comes to life in this scene on Richard’s S gauge layout. He

likes operating the postwar American Flyer no. 320 Hudson and tender from 1946 and its heavyweight cars.

6 RIGHT Blasting across the main line on the lower level this
fine day in June is a Lionel no. 48168 Union Pacific Heritage
Electro-Motive Division SD70ACe road diesel.

+ More structures
Deciding which of the old and
new model structures Rich has
accumulated over the years
would fill the city in the mid-
dle of the layout has taxed his
mind. He’s acquired so many
miniature stations, businesses,
offices, and residences fabri-
cated out of pressed-wood and
injection-molded plastics.
Inevitably, a few favorites
have to bide their time until
Rich has more real estate to
devote to urban and industrial
areas. For the current display,
he selected a handful of vin-
tage structures from the Gil-
bert Co. and Mini-Craft plus
current models built by Bar
Mills, Lehigh Valley Models,

MTH Electric Trains, and Pine
Canyon Scale Models.
Interesting as those ready-
to-use items definitely are, a
personal project elicits the
most comments from viewers.
Rich developed a building
front from DSL Shops into a
unique structure beautifully
painted and weathered. He
first augmented the front with
walls and then a roof made
from scratch and enhanced
with HO scale parts. Later, he
inserted at the rear HO win-
dows that match the dimen-
sions of the front windows.
Rich also has put details
inside four key structures,
including the White Castle res-
taurant and Greyhound Bus

Depot. He has added counters,
furniture, and trash cans. Inte-
rior and exterior lighting com-
pleted the different projects he
had undertaken.

4+ Onward and upward
Surveying the S gauge railroad
occupying a prime spot in the

family home, Rich remarks, “It
isn’t the size of a layout that
matters, but what you do with
the space you have” Though
he looks forward to expanding
the 4 x 8-foot display, he feels a
great sense of accomplishment
in what he has finished, regu-
larly updates, and adds to.
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LIONEL'S
TOP BRASS FOR

By Roger Carp

UNIQUE BOXCARS FROM THE TRAIN COLLECTORS ASSOQCIATION

Putting together Lionel Trains of the
1960s, the latest special-interest publication
from Classic Toy Trains, offered many
enjoyable yet challenging tasks. Several
brand-new articles needed to be written to

complement the surveys of
Lionel’s annual cataloged line
our editorial and art teams had
decided were essential.

Among the new features
were essays on the “stars” asso-
ciated with each year. Most of
those models were familiar
locomotives and operating
cars; a few others were scarce
or overlooked items not always
part of the cataloged line.

While selecting the stars
from the early 1960s proved
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simple, the project grew more
difficult as the years passed.
Lionel had been reducing its
line, especially after leadership
had closed down the Engineer-
ing Department. For 1967, the
source was the national con-
vention held by the Train Col-
lectors Association.

Prizes numbered 6464
By the middle of the 1960s,
with the TCA set to celebrate
its first decade in existence, its

national conventions were
attracting more members and
their families. Naturally, the
individuals in charge of plan-
ning the conventions wanted
to make them more of a draw.
An obvious answer was to
offer attendees opportunities
to purchase unique items.
Convention organizers
found it easiest to work with
Lionel to provide special cars
newly manufactured or freshly
decorated. For example, at the
annual meeting in Pittsburgh
during the summer of 1965,
attendees might order a brand-
new member of the no. 6464
series of near-scale boxcars
already considered desirable.
Then, two years later for the

convention scheduled to be
held in Baltimore during June,
the men in charge considered
something similar yet not
identical. Current-production
boxcars from Lionel had
appeal, but asking the firm to
create something altogether
different seemed out of the
question and too expensive.

Instead, led by William
Vagell, a well-known collector
who owned the Treasure
House, a hobby shop in Gar-
field, N.J., organizers cooper-
ated with marketing personnel
from Lionel to come up a
group of boxcars unlike any-
thing seen before. The nine
models stood out and have
become collectible.



The Train Collectors Association bought from Lionel 601 of the 6464-series boxcars

left over after 1966. It modified them to sell at its national convention in June 1967,
replacing the plastic door on one side with a special brass-plated section marked to
publicize its annual convention. Models courtesy Joe Algozzini

Building on success
Decision makers at Lionel had
begun viewing the 6464 box-
cars from a different perspec-
tive. Prior to 1966, they had
been content to maintain the
roster of cars at three or four
road names each year. Few

additions had been announced.

Then came the great turn-
around. The cataloged line
assembled for 1966 included
nine near-scale boxcars. Some
models released in the 1950s
and then deleted came back as
separate-sale items and com-
ponents of O gauge outfits.

Lionel breathed new life
into the nos. 6464-375 Central
of Georgia, 6464-450 Great
Northern, 6464-650 Denver &
Rio Grande Western, and
6464-700 Santa Fe, among oth-
ers. It brought out a Western
Pacific boxcar in orange with a
blue feather as no. 6464-250.

How well the cars sold is a
mystery, although a surplus
almost certainly existed after
the year ended. When Vagell
came asking on behalf of the
TCA, Lionel had an answer. It
would sell 600 of the leftover
cars, along with the prototype
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of the no. 6464-475 Boston &
Maine. What happened to the
cars after they left Lionel

hardly mattered to those guys.

Vagell had the 601 boxcars
modified, thereby transform-
ing them into unique items.

First, according to postwar
expert Paul V. Ambrose, each
boxcar was given a new label.
On the underside of its frame
was rubber-stamped in white
inside a white border: “12th
T.C.A. / NATIONAL / CON-
VENTION / BALTIMORE,
MD./ JUNE-1967”

Boxcars modified for the Train Collectors
Association in 1967

6464-250
6464-375
6464-450
6464-475
6464-475
6464-525
6464-650
6464-700
6464-725
6464-900

Western Pacific 159
Central of Georgia 100
Great Northern 97
Boston & Maine (prototype) 1
Boston & Maine 3
Minneapolis & St. Louis 7
Denver & Rio Grande Western 137
Santa Fe 92
New Haven 3
New York Central 2

Second, Ambrose added,
one of the regular-production
plastic doors was removed and
put inside the type IV body
shell. It was replaced by a spe-
cial brass-plated aluminum
door long enough to cover the
length of the door guides.

On the left side of the shiny
piece was enameled the name
and logo of the Train Collec-
tors Association. On the right
side was the design of a rail-
road crossing signal, inside of
which appeared information
about the convention.

Worth pursuing
Quantities of the road names
vary significantly, as shown in
the table. Acquiring any of the
nine takes time and expense,
yet they distinguish a collec-
tion and get attention.

Even though the modified
6464 boxcars offered by the
TCA in 1967 were not part of
the cataloged line for that quiet
year, they stand out because of
their appearance and scarcity.
In a year characterized by little
activity at Lionel’s headquar-
ters, the nine cars made by
TCA truly were the stars.
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+ COMPACT LAYOUTS +

FUN

IN SMIALL
SPACES

HOW TO PACK ACTION INTO A
24-SQUARE-FOOT LAYOUT

By Roger Carp < Photos by Patrick Jean

So much puts smiles on our faces
at the editorial offices of Classic Toy Trains.
But maybe the best news we receive comes
when we learn about a younger member of
the hobby who has finished an outstanding
and exciting layout. Our grins get wider yet
when we find out that he or she did so in a

relatively small space.

We've been lucky enough
to receive news of this nature a
few times over the past
decade. Then it’s been our
pleasure and honor to intro-
duce you to a skilled modeler
eager to make the past come
alive in three dimensions.

Our latest candidate for
stardom is Patrick Jean. His
experience in the O gauge
niche of model railroading is
not long - less than 7 years.
Yet what he’s accomplished in
terms of creating realistic and
detailed scenes will leave you
impressed. Better yet, PatricK’s
compact display proves how
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much can be done, regardless
of how little real estate may be
available. Let’s see why his lay-
out has all of us smiling.

4 Reversing the order
If you read Model Rail-
roader magazine,
you've noticed that
most feature articles
end with a short bio-
graphical profile of
the owner. Frequently
it mentions starting with a
Lionel or American Flyer toy
train as a child and then mov-
ing on to HO or N scale as a
teenager or adult.

Following the journey from

toy trains to scale models
hardly surprises any of us.
We've come to expect to read
it, believing it to be the norm
in the hobby.
Not necessarily, at
least shown by an
increasing number
of O and S gauge
modelers. They,
much like Patrick,
have reversed the
sequence of development.

To be specific, many of the

younger participants in our

field state that they began with

HO or N as youngsters

because it was so popular and
accessible. At some point in
their youth they felt frustra-
tion with those trains. They
found the quest for the ulti-
mate in realism unsatisfying
and limiting. Rather than
abandon the hobby, they, like
Patrick, shifted their interest
to larger, toy-like trains.

Only in the case of this
young Canadian, the change
of heart was anything but
straightforward. Patrick got an
HO train when he was a boy
and then built a layout con-
sisting of an oval of track with
two turnouts added.
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1 Besides switchers, Patrick Jean has filled his O gauge motive power roster with several MTH
road diesels. Leading a boxcar off the main line today is this RailKing Alco RS-1.

Unhappy with HO scale
modeling, Patrick opted to sell
most of his trains and race
into the world of motorcycles.
He still read model railroad
publications, and they kept the
flame burning inside him,
though not enough to build a
new layout.

One afternoon while walk-
ing through Montreal, Patrick
spied in the front window of
an antique shop a display of
vintage Lionel electric trains.
He stopped to stare at the lay-
out, especially liking the slick

orange-and-blue printed boxes
stacked behind it.

The same thing happened
the next time Patrick was in
the neighborhood.

Something eventually
clicked, and Patrick felt com-
pelled to bring home a train.
Oddly enough, it was N scale,
the smallest type he had ever
operated. Many months later,
disappointed in the little train,
he vaulted to G scale, the larg-
est he had ever operated. Still
nothing grabbed him, so he
tried O scale with two rails.

You may be getting the
feeling PatricK’s saga is remi-
niscent of what went on with
Goldilocks and the three
bears. Pretty close, because it
was just a matter of time
before he discovered some-
thing between N and G,
namely O gauge with its three
rails. He especially liked its
blend of fancy and real.

4+ Where next?

Patrick summarized what
occurred during the first few
years after he realized O gauge

Railroading, whether
watching full-size
trains or modeling in
the smallest scales,
has long been a part
of Patrick Jean’s life.
He now devotes time
and talent to O gauge.
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would be right for him. He
started lots and lots of 3-rail
layouts, quickly abandoning
them for any number of rea-
sons. Again, he felt he was
waiting for all the tumblers to
fall into place and then, like a
bank safe, open.

The breakthrough seems to
have taken place the moment
Patrick understood his layout
didn’t have to be enormous or
complex to provide plenty of
challenges while guaranteeing
the enjoyment he craved.

Thus was born the 3 x
8-foot industrial railroad
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being showcased in this issue.
Patrick had a vision of what he
wanted, namely, what it
should look like and how it
ought to be operated. He fine-
tuned his mental images
before getting down to it.

Why something so com-
pact, particularly with trains
and structures as large as
those integral to O gauge
modeling? The layout could fit
on top of a door!

“I needed a change,” Patrick
explains, “something new. I
have always preferred small
and portable layouts. They are

Patrick understood his layout didn’t have to be
enormous or complex to provide plenty of challenges
while guaranteeing the enjoyment he really craved.

/

cheap and easy to complete.
The idea of building my layout
to the finest level of detail was
very important to me”

4+ Advantages of 0-27
PatricK’s experience as a model
railroader, not to mention the
extensive reading about track
planning, scenery construc-
tion, and wiring he had done

over the previous 30 years,

beautifully prepared him to
create a superb and unique
compact layout.

Getting started meant pur-
chasing a commercial ply-
wood door to use as the foun-
dation of the railroad. Patrick
put it on legs so it stood 48
inches off the floor.

For track, the best solution
appeared to be sections and
switches made by Atlas O.
Straights and curves from the
firm’s O-27 line appealed most
to Patrick. They impressed
him as sturdy, built well, and
highly dependable.

Patrick eventually switched
to GarGraves flextrack for his
staging area. The trick, he
notes, was bending it to the

2 LEFT Switching cars around
the handful of industries on
Patrick Jean’s compact 3-rail
layout keeps the engineer on
this MTH RailKing Canadian
National Baldwin AS-616
busy. The 3 x 8-foot railroad
uses a fold-down section so
trains can finish their runs.
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AT A GLANCE

Name: Patrick Jean's O-27 layout

Dimensions: 3 x 8 feet

Track: Atlas O, GarGraves

Switches: Atlas O (diameters range
from 54 to 72 inches)

Motive power: Lionel, MTH, Williams

Rolling stock: Atlas O, Lionel, MTH

Controls: MTH no. Z-500 transformer
with Digital Command System

3 The main portion of Patrick Jean’s neat 0-27 model railroad
features weathered track and detailed structures. Diesels pick
up and deliver freight cars before heading out.

Structures: Ameri-Towne, Atlas O,
Lionel, Woodland Scenics
Figures: Woodland Scenics

Illustration by Kellie Jaeger

diameter approximately that
of an O-27 curve. He relied on
a homemade wood jig to do so
smoothly and accurately.

Once all the straights and
curves pleased Patrick, he
secured them using what he
calls “cigar box nails” Only in
the hidden area did he replace
them with screws. Cinder bal-
last from Woodland Scenics
finished the trackwork.

The power sources ranged
from a conventional trans-
former made by MTH Electric
Trains (its no. Z-500) to one of
the same kind connected with

N — BBy g v
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Much more can be modeled and enjoyed in a small area than you may
think. Patrick proves this point on the layout he built. The numbered
arrows correspond to the numbers in each of his captioned photos.

the firm’s Digital Command
System Remote Commander.
Patrick, while pointing out the
two conventionally controlled
locomotives he still owns, pre-
fers to operate via command
control his MTH diesel units
with ProtoSound 2.0 or 3.0.

Governing PatricK’s choices
of motive power and com-
mand control is his wish to
switch freight cars with
engines running at very slow
speeds. For this, he find the
DCS Remote Commander,
which MTH puts in its starter
sets, to be indispensable.

Patrick notes, “The DCS
Remote Commander has only
one channel, so I had to create
electrical blocks for the lay-
out” As a consequence, he can
isolate certain areas of the lay-
out from other parts. The
main line, the storage track,
and all the sidings can be kept
independent of each other.

Ensuring that his compact
layout functions in this man-
ner lets Patrick run a train

continuously on the main line
while he or another operator
switches cars on the branch
line. “Just as is true on a full-
size railroad,” he notes with
laughter, “you really have to be
extremely careful whenever
you're crossing the diamond!”

4 Adapted structures
Selecting structures demanded
foresight and care on Patrick’s
part. He knew there were not

EXCLUSIVE VIDEO // Go to www.
ClassicToyTrains.comLayoutVisits
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Iroad meant studying vintage photos and

Aras — -

g

making sure nothing was missing.

The various kinds of lights and building materials enhance this area.

going to be many of them -
the size of the layout made it
impossible to plan an exten-
sive city or business district.
Instead, to create an industrial
area that was both convincing
and appropriate for switching,
Patrick felt he had to choose
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buildings that could bolster
the chronology and atmo-
sphere he desired.

Patrick intently studied the
structures on the market,
determined to pick out the
right ones to meet his goals
without having to resort to the

time-consuming process of
scratchbuilding them. Luckily
for him, Atlas O, Lionel, and
Woodland Scenics, among
other companies, put some
detailed factories and ware-
houses out there. Patrick had
only to acquire the ones he

5 In his ongoing quest for
realism, Patrick weathers
every model and structure.
The freight cars show more
wear and tear than does the
Canadian National 44-tonner.

wanted and perhaps combine
their parts.

Adapting what Patrick
could buy became a priority.
At most, he might have to take
pieces from one kit and use
them to modify another struc-
ture. Often, what he thought
necessary demanded far less of
him. He painted buildings dif-
ferent colors and applied pas-
tel chalks to lightly weather
them to look aged and worn.

Weathering, Patrick insists,
cannot be overlooked, not
when you want to give your
layout a dated sense to it. Fin-
ishing everything with Testor’s
Dullcote seems essential, too,
because it rids plastic walls,
roofs, and so forth of their
basic shine.




Getting down to specifics,
Patrick recommends first giv-
ing everything — track, rolling
stock, and structures — a good
spray of Dullcote. Why stop
there? He proceeds with grimy
black, rust, and dark brown
shades of weathering powders.
If he feels satisfied with the
weathered look, he finishes
with a light coat of Dullcote.
Otherwise, he washes off the
powders, lets the surfaces dry,
and tries once again.

4 Ready to switch
Everybody has a favorite
aspect or stage of modeling.
For Patrick, as enjoyable as
preparing and arranging
structures may be, the greatest
pleasure comes when he can
operate his fleet of diesel
engines and move freight cars.
To maximum the mental
challenges and real fun of
shunting boxcars, gondolas,
hoppers, and flatcars, Patrick
depends on top-of-the-line

Hasy

6 Finally, a bit of time for the engineer on the Great Northern Baldwin V-1000 from MTH to rest
from his morning shift before coupling up and moving the tank car.

locomotives equipped with
cruise control. “Look;” he says,
“O-27 curves are energy-eat-
ing devices and can even bring
a train to a halt! I'm glad most
of my switchers and road die-
sels have cruise control. That
way, no speed is lost on the

0-27 main line and operation
is easier”

Something else about O-27
track influenced Patrick. Their
tight curves made it essential
for some of his diesels to have
swing pilots and modified
scale couplers for the others.

His experience as a scale
modeler helped Patrick reach
solutions he knew would
ensure reliable and less frus-
trating switching. This com-
pact layout promises endless
opportunities to mimic what
happens on full-size lines.
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The no. 21 locomotive stood at the top of the 0 gauge line of trains made by the American Miniature Railway Co.
between 1907 and 1912. Shown with the clockwork steamer is an 8-wheel tender dating from around 1910.




THE AMERICAN MINIATURE

RAILWAY CO. MADE TOY

TRAINS FOR A SHORT TIME

Story and photos by Dave McEntarfer

One of the least known of the carly
domestic manufacturers of tinplate toy trains was the
American Miniature Railway Co. (AMRR). Located in
Bridgeport Conn., the enterprise was formed when a couple
of toolmakers employed by the Ives Manufacturing Co.
decided to leave and launch their own business.

AMRR was in business for a short time,
making trains for only six years (1907-12).
Yet to the credit of its leaders and workers,
it brought out an extensive line that com-
peted with Ives on just about every level.

Creative leadership

What Edward and Harry Ives were to their
company, William Haberlin and Timothy
Hayes were to AMRR. The latter two
owned a tool shop in Bridgeport at the
turn of the 20th century. From there in
1901 the father and son overseeing Ives
bought the dies and tools needed to make
their first line of clockwork toy trains.

Haberlin and Hayes later sold their
shop to Ives and went to work for the firm
as toolmakers and designers. They made
the dies for all the early Ives models.

However, when Haberlin saw how Ives
was growing, he decided to leave to launch
his own business. He left in late 1905 or
early 1906 and started to make tools and
dies necessary for manufacturing a full
line of new O gauge trains.

Haberlin brought with him several
original ideas that he eventually had pat-
ented into some of the features and prod-
ucts associated with the AMRR line.
Those novelties included disappearing
couplers, solid-rail crossovers, switch
stands, and a telegraph pole with a min-
iature reel of wire mounted on the base.

In March of 1907, Haberlin convinced
his former partner and friend, Hayes, to
leaves Ives and join him in this new toy
train venture. They obtained financial

backing from Herbert French, a retired
railroader living in Bridgeport.

French became the head of the firm
and was given the titles of manager and
treasure. Hayes was the superintendent.
Haberlin was designated the designer,
toolmaker, and director of manufacturing.
William Izman joined the company as
bookkeeper and later became a salesman.

The leaders of AMRR obtained prop-
erty on East Washington Avenue in
Bridgeport for a manufacturing facility,
and limited production began in 1907. By
the autumn of the next year, AMRR
reported having grown to 25 employees.

Initial line of trains

For the first models AMRR produced, the
company had to purchase 500 small and
500 large clockwork motors from Reeves
Manufacturing Co. (the same firm already

The lithographed
New York Pullman
Palace Car from
1910-11 still looks
elegant more
than a century
after it was made
and marketed by
the little-known
American
Miniature Railway {\
Co. (AMRR) in
Connecticut.

The American Miniature Railway Co.
put out a new catalog on an annual
basis during its short existence. It
showed the trains, switches, and
other items being made.

selling clockwork motors to Ives). AMRR
continued to purchase clockworks from
Reeves until it was able to develop the
tooling to make its own.

Just as the two toy train makers were
making use of the same clockwork mecha-
nism in 1907, so too did their models
resemble each other in appearance. Why
not? They both used dies and tooling
developed by the same man: Haberlin.

Interestingly, Ives and AMRR used the
same product numbers for the items they
sold. In 1907 AMRR cataloged locomo-
tives nos. 0, 1, 2, 3, 11, and 17. The tender
had the catalog number 25 - the same
numbering system used by Ives.

The AMRR catalog also contained the
identical track layouts found in the early
catalogs from Ives. The latter had copied
them from Marklin.

The 5-inch-long passenger cars from
AMRR looked similar to those by Ives,
and some even carried the “Limited Vesti-
bule Express” logo. Apparently Ives
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noticed all the similarities and responded
in 1908 by retooling its 5-inch-long pas-
senger cars and decorating them with new
names: Brooklyn and Buffalo.

Ives engaged as well in some copying of
what AMRR was doing. In the recent past,
Ives had made smaller clockwork engines
out of tin. But starting in 1908, its nos. 0,
1, 2, and 3 locomotives went to cast iron.

Heightened competition

In 1908, AMRR first advertised that
Haberlin and Hayes, in charge of its man-
ufacturing, were the original designers of
the Ives line. By that time, Ives likely was
becoming more disturbed about the
upstart company in its backyard.

After all, just the name of the new com-
pany seemed intended to infringe on Ives.
For Ives had promoted its models as “The
American Miniature Railway System” to
contrast them with toy trains produced
overseas and sold in the U.S.

So it wasn't mere coincidence that in
1908 Ives began putting metal tags on
much of its equipment, reading “The
Ives Miniature Railway System.” Ives
did so through 1912, which was the
same year AMRR went out of business.

Ives pushed back stridently in Janu-
ary of 1909. It declared in advertising:
“We are the original manufacturers
of “The American Miniature Rail-
ways, although others are trying
to mislead the trade by using
the words ‘American’ and ‘Sys-
tems’ in different ways. Don’t be misled;
buy the original, which is the best”
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Not to be outdone, AMRR printed the
following claim in the opening pages of

the catalog it released for 1909. It declared:

“Our product is guaranteed to be equal in
construction, material and workmanship
to any line of Miniature Railways on the
market and superior in many respects to
other American lines”

The leaders of AMRR must have been
aware of the rise of Edmonds Metzel, a
company based in Chicago already using
the name “American Flyer” By 1910,
AMRR was printing on most of its corre-
spondence a logo identifying the firm as
the “Bridgeport Line,” possibly in an
attempt to confuse the toy-buying public.

Changes in 1908

Lest we forget 1908 was the year AMRR
introduced freight cars to its line. They

came in complete sets and included the
nos. 51 stockcar, 52 refrigerator car, 53

In 1910, the American
Miniature Railway Co.
introduced floor toys.
This example, like the
others, lacked any
number. Instead, it had
the “AMRR” insignia
below the cab window.

boxcar, and 54 gravel car.
Ives brought out the same
year two of its own small
freight cars: the nos. 53
boxcar and 55 stockear,

adding them to the no. 54
gondola already out. But the
newcomers must have been afterthoughts
because neither appeared in the 1908 or
1909 Ives catalogs and are rare today.

In 1908 AMRR added a large passenger
station to replace one offered in 1907 that
apparently was imported. Other accesso-
ries shown in the past included two
bridges in 0 gauge, a signal post, a tele-
graph pole, a telegraph pole with a reel,
and a 3-way turntable. AMRR listed three
semaphores, but they weren't pictured so
we don’t know what they looked like.

More additions in 1909

The AMRR line grew in 1909. The 0 gauge
line gained 8-inch-long freight and pas-
senger and cars. The 1 gauge line added 10
sets. They included two cast-iron clock-
work locomotives, four different passenger
cars, and five freight cars.

In addition, AMRR expanded its no. 90
series of small passenger cars to include
new road names. The 90-99 and 89 were
catalog numbers for those cars, but there




were only three different ones: a baggage
car, a coach with four long windows, and a
coach with six small windows. Also, the
passenger cars marked 94, 95, and 96 in
the catalogs were the same cars only with
different road names.

The 8-inch-long passenger cars appar-
ently used only four numbers: 150 bag-
gage, 151 parlor, 152 passenger, and 153
parlor. Those numbers were used over the
years by AMRR, but only with different
road names.

Circumstances get quite confusing with
the passenger cars. Some of them have
catalog numbers in the lithography and
some don’t. Some cars have numbers that
were never cataloged. A point adding to
the confusion was that 1909 was the last
year we know of that AMRR printed a cat-
alog with pictures of its trains.

Situation in 1910 and 1911

In 1910 and 1911, AMRR appeared to
carry the same numbers as it did in 1909,
though the firm changed the lithography
on most of the line. It added a line of floor
trains in 1910, the same year Ives first
showed floor trains in its catalogs.

Except for a couple of cast-iron loco-
motives, I've never observed any items
from the floor train line AMRR offered in
1910. However, if we can draw conclusions
from the similarity to what Ives was doing,
AMRR probably took bodies of cars from
1909 and put them on the type of base
used for floor toys.

Another notable change related to the
decoration of cast-iron locomotives. Prior
to 1910, only the larger ones had the
AMRR insignia cast into them below the
cab windows. Starting in 1910, though, it
appeared that the company’s insignia was
added to every one of the AMRR cast-iron
engines below their cab.

The pair of
Empire State
Express 8-inch-
long passenger
cars were made
and put on the
marketin 1910
and 1911. Despite
the passage of
years, they retain
/ a sense of beauty.

Original items

AMRR did a fair amount of business, but
never attained any real success in the mar-
ket. Even though it copied much that Ives
did, AMRR did produce a few original and
patented mechanical features.

One was a disappearing coupler that
functioned much like the American Flyer
coupler. It sat in a slot that allowed the
cars to bunch up when a train was stopped
and then extend when it started up again.
A second innovation was known as the
“Signal Post” That vane-type switch stand
was used on track switches and stops. It
looked like the switch stands Ives mar-
keted in the 1920s.

When AMRR went of busi-
ness, it sold its dies for junk to
prevent them from falling into the

hands of lves.

Other patented items from AMRR
included the telegraph pole with a reel and
cable, track pins, and solid-rail switches.
The switches had a square center piece of
metal that read “American Miniature R.R.
Co. Patented 1907

Forgotten legacy

As noted, AMRR was unable to compete
with Ives and American Flyer and closed
its doors in 1912. Production numbers of
the firm’s trains didn’t survive; still, based
on the number of surviving examples,
they must have been very low. Frankly,
AMRR trains are so rare most collectors
haven'’t seen surviving examples. If hobby-
ists had seen them, they probably wouldn’t
know what they were.

Despite packing a catalog inside every
one of its train sets, AMRR remains an
enigma. That may be due to the scarcity of
catalogs, which probably was caused by
the request printed in the one issued for
1909 that, because the line had changed so
much, recipients should “kindly destroy
previous catalogues” Apparently everyone
did so, because finding an AMRR catalog
from 1907 or 1908 has been impossible.

Not until the early 1940s, when toy
train historian Louis Hertz was on the
lookout for former AMRR employees did
interest in the company revive. He was
able to locate only Haberlin and a former
salesman named A.L. (Al) Richmond.

At that time Richmond was serving as
purchasing manager for the A.C. Gilbert
Co. in New Haven, Conn. He had left
AMRR in late 1911 to take the job at Gil-
bert. He told Hertz he had then believed
the days of AMRR were limited.

Haberlin stated, “If we had business
enough to use up what track and what
went with it ... we would still be in the toy
business” He revealed to Hertz AMRR
intended to make its track electric, so any-
one buying the clockwork sets would have
only to purchase a separate electric loco-
motive to have an electric train set.

When AMRR went out of business, it
sold its dies for junk to prevent them from
falling into the hands of Ives. Haberlin
later admitted that decision had been a
mistake because he had received at least
one offer to buy them to restart the line.

By then, unfortunately, the AMRR fac-
tory had been shut for good. The chapter
in American toy train history that con-
cluded in late 1912 has somehow lived on,
thanks to Hertz and others. More than a
century later, we can remember AMRR
and the two individuals at the helm who
made great clockwork toys.
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LIONELS OVERLOOKED

MODERN-ERA WAR

By Michael Connor « Photos by William Zuback

LTI Super Chief outfit
Under the guidance of the late Richard P.

AMONG THE MOST ICONIC, if not the most recog- “Dick” Kughn, Lionel Trains Inc. (LTT)

: : : _ was riding high in 1993. New products
nizable, symbols in the toy train world are the locomo were flooding the market and delighting

tives painted in the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe’s famed collectors and operators everywhere.

One of that year’s featured ready-to-
warbonnet scheme. Thousands upon thousands of F3s run sets was the no. 11739, “The Super
by Lionel and Alcos by American Flyer decorated with Chief” This outfit was the first Alco-pow-
the red, yellow, black, and silver colors filled homes in ered Santa Fe passenger set offered in the

modern era. The set ticked many of the

the postwar era. Even today, new warbonnet models are ) i

regularly offered for high prices. :

What can an aspiring collector or even a seasoned

operator do to acquire red-nosed power without

breaking the family budget? The answer may TN N

lie in a Lionel 0-27 set made a quarter-cen- l \
=

tury ago, when interest in the toy train hobby
was having one of its periodic resurgences.



AN 0 GAUGE
ICON AT A
VALUE PRICE!

boxes on the checklist of highly desirable
features: dual motors, illumination, and
red-striped passenger cars.

Besides the Alco A unit and the three
passenger cars, the set came with the usual
O-27 track and a transformer. Enough
straight pieces are supplied that the entire
train can be seen almost without a bend in
it using the furnished sections.

As will be explained, LTI released for

separate sale a matching locomotive and
three more passenger cars. These addi-
tions boosted the desirability of the set.

Alco beauty

Starting with the locomotive, no. 18913,
the attraction is apparent. The mostly sil-
ver body has the traditional red flowing
over the front. A yel-
low-and-black Santa Fe
logo adorns the nose of
the engine.

The Alco locomo-
tives are built for dura-
bility and endurance in
the face of being handled by children, so
little external decoration is furnished.
There’s just a single horn to go with the
cast-in features long associated with this
body shape.

A pair of can-style motors controlled
by an electronic 3-position reverse-unit
provide plenty of power. And a single

BSERVATION
086080

Lionel’s no. 11739 “The Super Chief”’ outfit from 1993 is a rugged and
visually appealing O gauge passenger train. The three separate-sale
cars, shown below, combine to form an impressive matching consist.

headlight illuminates the way. The only
curious aspect is an operating coupler on
the front of the engine with a fixed cou-
pler out back. However, the rationale for
this approach becomes apparent when
discussing the standalone items.

Stately passenger cars
Moving on to the train, the first car is the
no. 16058 combination baggage and pas-
senger car, a “combine” car in railroad
parlance. A red stripe runs the length of
the car, except for over the non-opening
baggage doors. The “Santa Fe” name is
printed above the stripe. The interior of
the car is illuminated, and silhouettes of
people decorate the passenger section.
The only jarring aspect of the car - and
it’s an aspect shared with all the rolling
stock — is the name printed on the car’s
side. Instead of using place names along
the route or perhaps the names that
appeared on the actual cars, Lionel used
the common descriptor for the car type.
While “Combine” is a serviceable name
for the car, it certainly does not inspire
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visions of crossing the Southwest! At least
the cars have operating couplers on both
ends and have no prominent exposed
parts vulnerable to breakage.

Next up is the no. 16059 Vista-Dome.
Here the red stripe stretches the whole
length of the car. A translucent plastic
dome sits in the middle of the roof. In real
railroad practice, this enabled passengers
to get a panoramic view of the country-
side while riding.

A no. 16060 observation brings up the
rear. This car is a typical rounded-end
design found on the tail of many passen-
ger trains of the postwar era. As with the
other two cars in the set, the observation
can trace its roots back to the no. 2400
series of postwar passenger trains.

Separate-sale items
Four matching items were listed for sep-
arate sale in the same catalog, although it
would be hard to imagine any of the four
being used without the set. While three
of the listings are passenger cars, the
fourth is an unpowered diesel, no. 18919.
The non-powered Santa Fe Alco is,
except for the number, identical in
appearance to the powered version. An
operating horn is included, along with a
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front headlight and an operating front
coupler. As with the set’s locomotive, the
back coupler is a dummy. The units are
obviously intended to run as a pair cou-
pled back-to-back, ensuring their front-
mounted operating couplers are available
to handle the cars.

The three separate-sale passenger cars
present some anomalies. All are lettered
“Pullman” even though one is a Vista-
Dome. Another curious aspect is the
numbering. The three cars are designated
nos. 16055, 16056, and 16057, which are
prior to the set’s sequence of numbers.

The same red stripe, passenger silhou-
ettes, and minimal ornamentation on the
set cars carried over to the

Lionel Trains Inc. also cataloged in
1993 a separate-sale unpowered die-
sel, the no. 18919. It was designed to
couple back-to-back with the Super
Chief set’s Alco locomotive.

stand-alone pieces. With the inter-
changeability of the Vista-Dome
roof and the regular roof, variations
could be created by swapping exist-
ing tops or getting additional roofs.
A final separate-sale car
appeared in 1995. The no. 16092
differs from all the other cars in
having an extended dome run-
ning the entire length of the
car. As with the other separate-
sale items, the car is labeled “Pullman.”
Somebody at Lionel must have gotten a
good deal on those letters!

Easy to get
The Super Chief set is a great way to
acquire a reasonably priced representation
of Santa Fe’s finest. Prices for the original
four-piece set generally fall below $200
while the additional cars and non-pow-
ered engine can be obtained for much less.
While such a set will never be men-
tioned in the same breath as Lionel’s F3s
and aluminum streamliners, the red and
silver streaks blazing with bold Santa Fe
colors make a terrific impression on any
O gauge railroad.

A final separate-sale car, the
no. 16092, appeared in 1995.
The car differs from the other
cars in the Super Chief series in
coming with a full-length
dome. A postwar-style Vista-
Dome car (above) is shown for
comparison purposes.
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LI06827XX 59/60 NS SD9OMAC
LI068279X 6/7 Conrail SD38
LI068280X 2/3 PC SD38
L10682829 B&O E7 AA
LIO6831XX 98/99 Reading T1
LIO68337X 2/3 Great Northern SD45
LI0683385 CSX NW2
LI10683392 Union Railroad NW 2
LI068406X 4-6 Milwaukee Road S-3
LI0684067 Milwaukee Road Fantasy S3$
L10684068 DL&W S-3 $1529.99
LI0O684075 ACL E8 AA.. ...$899.99
L10684084 EMD E8 A ... $584.99
LI0684088 NYC E8 AA ... 899.99
LI0684102 EMDX SD70A 549.99
L10684238 Elk River 3 Truck Shay $1349.99
L10684240 West Side Lumber 3 Truck ..$1349.99
LI0684249 SP AC-9 #3805 $1719.99
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LI0O68426X 0/1 CSX SD40
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LIO68462X 7/8 GECX SD40T-2..
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LIO684662 UP E6 AA
LI0684690 W&LE Berkshire #2716
LI0684695 L&N Berkshire #1992 $1349.99
L10684843 GE Demo AC6000 Green......$584.99
LI068484X 4/5 GE Demo AC6000 Red...$584.99
L1068484X 8/9 CSX Diversity AC6000 ....$584.99
LI0684942 PRR E-6 Atlantic #460 719.99
LI0684945 PRSL E-6 Atlantic #6009 719.99
LIO684946 Long Island E-6 Atlantic 5719.99
LI068496X 0-2 NYC Visionline Nlagara $1709 99

...$494.99
.$494.99
494.99
$521.99
...$521.99
...$521.99
...$521.99
...$544.99
...$544.99
...$544.99
..$719.99
..$719.99
...$719.99
....$869.99
...$539.99
...$539.99
...$539.99
...$899.99
...$899.99
$899.99
$1349.99

LI0685018 ACL SW7 ....... .$449.99
LI0685022 Lehigh Valley . ...$449.99
LI0685024 NYC SW7 .......... ..$449.99

...$539.99
..$539.99
...$539.99

.$539.99

LIO68503X 0/1 B&P SD45
LI068504X 6/7 BNSF SD70ACe....
LIO68505X 1/2 EMD SD70ACe
LIO68505X 7/8 UP SD70ACe
LIO685172 R&N 4-6-2
LI0685182 NYC 2-6-6-2 $1439.99
LIO685176 Chesapeake & Ohio 2-6-6-2$1439.99

L10685216 Conrail F3AA..........coeeveeene. $764.99
L10685219 Conrail Powered B ...$404.99
LI01931120 Southern USTA 4-8-2......... $1169.98

LI01931230 D&RGW 4-6-6-4 Challenger $1799.98
LI01931710 B&LE 2-10-4 $1349 98
LI0193303X 1/2 Conrail RS11
LIO193306X 1/2 Seaboard RS11..
LI0193309X 1/2 FEC SD40-2

MTH Engines
MTH2037081 SP 4-8-8-2 AC-6

MTH202086XX 81/91 Rio Grande GP9 .. $429.99
MTH20208761 USMC 44 Ton $399.99
MTH202088XX 71/81 PRR 44 Ton.......... $399.99
MTH20209061 CSX GP38-2
MTH20209751 Lehigh Valley 44 Ton
MTH202099XX 31/41 FEC SD40-2
MTH20211381 Reading FT A Unit....
MTH20210421 RF&P E-8 A Unit
MTH20210521 PRR E-8 A Unit
MTH20210541 UP #80 Coal Turbine
MTH20210551 UP #8080 Coal Turbine . $1109 99
MTH20210561 C&O M-1 Turbine $999.99
MTH20210691 Lehigh Valley RS-11
MTH20210861 NASA Alco S2

MTH20211221 UP ES44AC (Pink Ribbon) $439.99
MTH20211241 GE ES44 AC Tier 4 Demo$439.99
MTH20211391 Santa Fe FT A Unit
MTH20211393 Santa Fe FT B Unit $169.99
MTH20211551 UP SD70Ace Bush #4141$449.99
MTH20211581 UP SD70Ace #1943 $459.99
MTH20212411 SF F7 A Unit
MTH20212561 SF E8 A Plated ....
MTH20212563 SF E8 B Plated.....
MTH20212641 UP SD70Ace

.$459.99

.... $309.99
.... $309.99
.... $309.99
.... $309.99

.. $469.99

MTH30205591 SF Dash 8 w. PS3 ...
MTH30205681 Amtrak MP15DC
MTH30205711 UP ES44AC
MTH30205951 R&N MP15DC
MTH30206281 EMD Demo F3 ABA.
MTH30206571 NASA SW1500 ....
MTH30206791 BNSF SD70Ace $314.99

Nicholas Smith EXCLUSIVES

$1349.99

MTH202085XX 71/81 NJ Transit EB A .... $399.99

$429.99

... $399.99
MTH20211071 Maryland Midland GP9 ... $419.99

$409.99

... $429.99

$219.99
$439.99

.. $309.99 |-

**SALE ITEMS**
O Locomotives

MTH2037431 NYC 4-6-2 Pacific .. .... $999.99 [ Lionel Locos below are sold without warranty
MTH2037581 SP GS4 w. Lights... .. $1299.99 | LIO681190 WP Heavy Mikado ................. $875.00
MTH2057011 NJTALP46................. ... $464.99 | LIO681191 Erie Heavy Mikado ..... ....$875.00
MTH2057091 Amtrak AME-7 #920.......... $429.99 | LIO681193 W&LE Heavy Mikado . ....$875.00
MTH20207941 Amtrak F40PH Veterans $409.99 | LIO681994 NKP Heavy Mikado ............... $875.00
MTH20207951 Metra F40PH w. PS3...... $409.99 | LIO682213 KCS Naked Bell ES44AC......$450.00
MTH20207981 Metrolink F40.................. $419.99 | LIO68221X 8/9 FEC ES44AC.................... $450.00
MTH202081XX 31-41 Santa Fe GP60M. $409.99 | LIO682238 Southern Alco PAAA............ $550.00

L10682536 NYC J3a Hudson PT Tender $990.00
LI0682537 NYC J3a Hudson J3 Tender $990.00

LIO683203 Chessie T-1 #2102............... $1295.00
LI068227X 4/5 B&O/Chessie SD40.........$450.00
LI068227X 8/9 Grand Trunk SD40..........$450.00
LI068228X 0/1 MOPAC SD40....... ....$450.00
LI0682282 Conrail SD40 ......................... $450.00

L10682284 Conrail Savings Bond SD40 $450.00

LI068279X 8/9 DM&IR SD38.................... $475.00
L10682829 B&O E7 AA ....$725.00
LI0683401 Milwaukee Road H16-44.......

L10683406 Southern H16-44
L10683420 NS Veterans SD60E ...
LIO683421 NS Go Rail SD60E
L10683422 NS First Responders
MTH20207531 Red Arrow Liberty Liner $449 99
Lionel Passenger Cars
LI0625727 WP 18” Aluminum 2 Pack ....$199.99
LI0625731 CB&Q 18” Aluminum 2 Pack$199.99
LIO681769 Chessie Baby Madison 2 Pk ..$84.99
LI0681760 NYC Baby Madison 2 Pk $84.99
LI0681763 Pullman Baby Madison 2 Pk..$84.99
LIO681764 Pullman Baby Madison 2 Pk..$84.99
LIO681774 SP Daylight Baby Madis 2 Pk $84.99
LIO681779 SF Baby Madison 2 Pk #2 $84.99
LIO681783 CP Baby Madison 2 Pack #1..$84.99

MTH30203561 RS33S Work Train 4 pk .. $399.99 -
MTH30203631 Southern ES44AC ......... $284.99 | 0881784 CP Baby Madison 2 Pack #2.$84.99
MTH30203941 N&W E-8 AA Diesel ........ $330.99 || |neomsme prs —Ea o cesSOlEs 0K $84.99
MTH30204701 Amtrak F40 Veterans....... $294.99 | | 10627496 Polar RR Covered Hopper-.....$43.99
mmgg%gfg%] Bg Basﬂ g w. t’gﬂis ------- %ggggg L10639362 Thomas Kinkd Emerald Box ..$37.99
MTH30205001 UP E-3 AA. -0 ™" $339 g9 | LIO681706 Frisco 86’ Boxcar 2 Pack.....$109.99
T R B Mg 3304 99 | L10682664 BELE Gondola & Flatcar......$109.99
MTH30205561 Southern E-6 AA " $339'99 LI0682667 DT&I Gondola & Flatcar ....... $109.99
MTH30205571 NS Dash 8 w. PS3 $309'99 L10684500 NS First Responders Tank .....$45.00
ash8w. PS3.......... $309.99 | \TH2093661 US Army Waffle Boxcar ......$49.99

MTH2062076 Strasburg
Marian Coach $114.99

MTH2062075 Strasburg
Heritage 2 Pack $199.99

lf_s_-dr
..

MTH30204031 Wilmington MTH20207741 ConDot

MTH2062074 Strasburg MTH20207751 Amtrak 44 & Western SW1_ $299.99 P40 #836 $444.99

Red 4 Coaches Ton #1100 MTH2062073 - Green

$379.99 $399.99 Strasburg 5 Packs

2 1 Combo, 4 Coach

% $449.99

MTH2057191 Amtrak

" 1s AEM-7 #942 Chrome

MTH2091635 PRR Bobber MTH2091632 Strasburg Body w. Retirement
Caboose $52.09 Caboose $64.99 M Trip Sounds $444.99

WWW. mcholassmlthtrams com




Lionel introduced the nos.
6816 flatcar with bulldozer
and 6817 flatcar with earth
scraper in 1959. Its engineers
and marketing personnel
worked with executives at
Allis-Chalmers, the firm mak-
ing the full-size equipment.

nkeaLOAD

By Roger Carp

isiting postwar collector John Truckenbrod, host
of Truck’s Toy Trains on www.MRVideoPlus.com,
never fails to advance my education as a Lionel
enthusiast. Recently, he directed my attention to the
flatcars with Allis-Chalmers construction vehicles.

Lionel meets Allis
The story behind the nos. 6816 and 6817
models can be traced as far back as 1901.
Lionel brought out its first line of toy
trains. Representatives of the Edward P.
Allis Co. and Fraser & Chalmers merged
to form the Allis-Chalmers Co. to manu-
facture and market industrial engines.
Allis-Chalmers broadened its line of
products, intent on capitalizing on the
mechanization of agriculture in the central
portion of the U.S. Farm tractors and
implements and then road construction
equipment assumed greater importance.
To help them stand out, the business made
a practice of painting them bright orange.
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As the line expanded, Allis-Chalmers
developed specialized railroad rolling
stock. One model, a “condenser car,” was a
flatcar with a large open well designed to
haul the heat condensers used in the 1950s
in nuclear power plants.

Once Allis-Chalmers started making
specialized freight cars, a relationship with
Lionel was likely. The condenser car
would be right for Lionel, or so an out-
sider thought. He built a model to send to
the factory for consideration. The firm’s
engineering team scrutinized the hand-
made model. Sales executives approved it
as a future part of the line. Thus did the
no. 6519 come to life for 1958.

Ready for two more

As soon as the relationship between Lionel
and Allis-Chalmers had been initiated,
decision makers set out to strengthen it.
The obvious manner of doing so involved
the creation of unique loads for the flat-
cars Lionel was producing in vast quanti-
ties. The best candidates for appealing to
O gauge fans seemed to be models of the
construction vehicles Allis-Chalmers was
manufacturing at its plant in West Allis, a
suburb of Milwaukee, Wis.

The strategy of using flatcars with dif-
ferent kinds of loads to command the
attention of young model railroaders had
borne fruit right from the time Lionel had
adopted it in 1953. The idea was to offer
kids basic freight cars that hauled auxiliary
items they could use by themselves for
more fun and play value.

Long plastic pipes and miniature auto-
mobiles led off a neat parade that eventu-
ally included metal wheels and trucks and



The 6816 typically came on an

unpainted plastic flatcar molded
in red. A scarce variation came on

a black plastic frame. Lionel

placed a cardboard insert inside
the Orange Perforated box to pro-

tect the fragile bulldozer.

piggyback trailers. Shortly thereafter in
1958 and ’59, they were joined by replicas
of military vehicles, rockets, satellites, heli-
copters, and submarines, a number of
which Lionel purchased from vendors.

The Lionel executive pushing the
notion that flatcar loads could boost the
commercial appeal of otherwise ordinary
rolling stock was Ronald Saypol. He
served as the principal assistant to Execu-
tive Vice-President Alan Ginsburg. Saypol
had reached out to various businesses to
license their names and logos to plaster
across new Lionel models. He recognized
how loads could bring rewards.

In the aftermath of cataloging the 6519
Allis-Chalmers car, Saypol aimed to
tighten links with Allis-Chalmers. He pro-
posed securing detailed models of that
company’s powerful bulldozer and its pop-
ular motor scraper to flatcars. Key people
at Allis-Chalmers supported the plan and
sent blueprints and the other materials

LIONEL FLATCARS

CARRIED CONSTRUCTION

EQUIPMENT

that Lionel’s engineering staff would need
to develop scale replicas.

Thus were added to the line cataloged
for 1959 the nos. 6816 red flatcar with an
Allis-Chalmers bulldozer and 6817 red
flatcar with an Allis-Chalmers motor
scraper. Both items remained part of the
line through the following year.

Set components and more

For 1959, Lionel put the 11-inch-long
6816 flatcar with a bulldozer in an O-27
outfit (the no. 1617S) and a Super O set
(the no. 2541W). Its comrade, the

Once Allis-Chalmers
started making specialized
freight cars, a relationship with
Lionel was likely. The condenser
car would be right for Lionel.

S

11-inch-long 6817 flatcar with motor
scraper, showed up in only a single Super
O outfit (no. 2531WS). Both cars could be
purchased individually for $5.95.

A year later, how Lionel treated the two
flatcars with Allis-Chalmers equipment
suggested they were running out of steam.
They were consigned to just an O-27 set
(the no. 1639WS six-unit work train led by
ano. 2037 steam engine and tender) and
exiled entirely from the Super O world.

Circumstances got only worse when
the cataloged line for 1961 made its
appearance. Neither flatcar was used in

any kind of outfit. In fact, the 6816 had
been dropped entirely. The 6817 was
available only for separate sale at $5.95.

John knows variations

The history of the two flatcars with Allis-
Chalmers construction machines would
seem to be simple and straightforward.
Just red cars with orange models.
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All the same, as viewers of Truck’s Toy
Trains can attest, John Truckenbrod makes
it clear that the models, their loads, and
their packaging are more diverse and com-
plicated than most folks imagine. While he
goes into much greater depth about every-
thing in the segments filmed in his train
room, several of his key talking points
regarding the 6816 and 6817 can be sum-
marized here with ease and clarity.

John began by looking at the flatcars.
They customarily were injection-molded
of red plastic left unpainted and heat-
stamped with “LIONEL’ and the number
in white. Production supervisors first used
the 6511-2 frame, later switching to the
6424-11. Generally, there is no difference
in value between the two frames.

However, scarce versions of both the
6816 and 6817 have been reported with a
6424-11 frame molded in black (no 6511-2
frame molded in black has surfaced). Also
lettered in white, black frames are worth
much more than the red ones.

John then turned to the bulldozers and
motor scrapers, warning me that differen-
tiating among them demanded close atten-
tion to minute details. The models
changed over time in slight yet noteworthy
ways almost certainly because Allis-
Chalmers kept pushing Lionel to get

everything accurate. Proof of what was
happening could be discerned in the
memos sent from them to Lionel.

To what extent Lionel altered the
stamping and parts to save money rather
than bowing to the concerns expressed by
Allis-Chalmers can’t be ascertained. The
modifications, so incredibly minor, may
well have reflected both factors.

Four kinds of bulldozers
Although reference books and magazines
have over the years listed six variations of
the bulldozer, John concludes after exten-
sive research that only four were actually
made by Lionel. The other two he says are
“simply swapped parts” Differences relate
to the stamping and parts.

1. All plastic pieces were molded in light
orange similar to shade on the 6519 Allis-
Chalmers car; “ALLIS-CHALMERS” was
heat-stamped in black on the seat back.
“HD 16 DIESEL” heat-stamped in black
above black “TORQUE CONVERTER”
emblem on seat sides. No black stamping
on “ALLIS-CHALMERS” hood lettering.
Shorter rear hitch with 5 filled-in holes.
2. All plastic pieces were molded in dark
orange; “ALLIS-CHALMERS” was heat-
stamped in white on seat back. “HD 16
DIESEL” heat-stamped in black above

y & &2 2. d
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Watch this free video

John talks about the flatcars on Truck’s
Toy Trains at MRVideoPlus.com

black “TORQUE CONVERTER” emblem
on seat sides. No black stamping on
“ALLIS-CHALMERS” hood lettering.
Shorter rear hitch with5 filled-in holes.

3. All plastic pieces were molded in dark
orange; “ALLIS-CHALMERS” was heat-
stamped in white on seat back. “TORQUE
CONVERTER” emblem heat-stamped in
black on seat sides; no “HD 16 DIESEL” at
all. No black stamping on “ALLIS-
CHALMERS” hood lettering. Longer rear
hitch with 3 open holes.

4. All plastic pieces were molded in dark
orange; “ALLIS-CHALMERS” was heat-
stamped in white on seat back. “TORQUE
CONVERTER” emblem heat-stamped in
black on seat sides; no “HD 16 DIESEL” at
all. There is black stamping on “ALLIS-
CHALMERS” hood lettering. Longer rear
hitch with 3 open holes.

Two kinds of earth scrapers
John corroborates reference books and
magazines that there are two variations of
the motor scraper. Differences relate to
the stamping and parts. Even though
some loads were molded in a lighter
orange, the value is not affected.
1. Plastic pieces were molded in dark
orange. Tractor has raised “ALLIS-
CHALMERS?” lettering heat-stamped in
black on sides of hood. Scraper has “ALLIS
CHALMERS” heat-stamped in white
along main frame member on each side
frame. Wire frame simulates features of a
windshield on driver’s side. Upside-down
U-shape molded into the radiator grill of
tractor. Exhaust stack usually slender
2. All heat-stamped markings were
removed from tractor and scraper sec-
tion. Radiator grill was changed to
remove inverted-U section.
Wire windshield was
deleted, as were holes
where it was secured.

Scarce examples of the

6817 feature a flatcar
frame molded out of black
plastic and not the usual red.
The basic graphics on the car were
heat-stamped in white.



The no. 6816-100 bulldozer came in
two different boxes. The one on the
right was used exclusively by Allis-
Chalmers when presenting models to
its customers or employees. Lionel
relied on the package on the left for its
separate-sale bulldozers.

Eliminations likely represented efforts by
Lionel to reduce production costs.

Separate-sale packaging

The packaging of the bulldozer and motor
scraper more than the models can really
distinguish a collection. John, after sharing
this insight, proceeded to outline how the
models came in distinctive small boxes.

The component boxes are categorized
according to whether they were used by
Allis-Chalmers for promotional purposes
or by Lionel to package construction vehi-
cles offered for separate sale.

Getting specific, John observed that the
Allis-Chalmers boxes feature black-and-
white pictures of the full-size bulldozer or
earth scraper. There also are diagonal
orange and black stripes on the long sides.
Elsewhere, there is printing identifying the
item as “Made by the Lionel Corporation,
N.Y.,, N.Y” Inside, models were not pro-
tected by an insert or wrapping.

The Lionel packaging varied
dramatically. The no. 6816-100 bulldozer
(priced at $1.75 in 1959 and $1.95 a year
later) came in an Orange Picture box that
includes a color illustration of the vehicle
within a white background on the sides.
Besides the Lionel product number, the
logo of the Berles Carton Co. was printed
on the box. That firm in Paterson, N.J.,
was responsible for making it.

The no. 6817-100 earth scraper (priced
at $1.75in 1959 and $1.95 a year later)
came in a plain white box lacking any kind
of illustration. Only the name of the item,
its product number, and information
about Lionel were printed on each end in
black. No interior packaging was used;
sometimes a sheet providing basic infor-
mation about the full-size piece of con-
struction equipment was found inside.

Off to the moon, Allis

Just when I thought I had learned every-
thing about the flatcars, the bulldozer and
motor scraper, and their boxes, John plied
me with more information about them:

First, Lionel riveted plastic AAR trucks
to all examples of the two flatcars.

Second, both flatcars with Allis-
Chalmers loads were packed in Orange
Perforated boxes, which had a side panel a
dealer could remove to display the model.
Only one type of box has been reported
for the 6816. The 6817 came in two differ-
ent sizes, one box is larger to accommo-
date an insert protecting the earth scraper.

Third, the bulldozer was secured to its
flatcar with one no. 6418-9 elastic band.
The earth scraper was secured with two.

Fourth, a delicate cardboard liner pro-
tected the loads inside their boxes. By and
large, the brown liners have been lost over
the intervening six decades. The scraper
insert was complicated and discontinued
early in production, making it a rare item.

Fifth, the 6816 flatcar with a bulldozer
has been connected to only two promo-
tional outfits — one from 1959 and the
other from 1960. By contrast, the 6817
flatcar with motor scraper has been linked
to 11 promotional sets. Five of them were
made available in 1961 and one was
assembled in 1962 (it must have been cre-
ated to get rid of all the inventory remain-
ing at the Lionel factory).

What a striking contrast
between the professionally
designed component box for
a no. 6817-100 motor scraper
Allis-Chalmers used for its
presentation models (right)
and the plain white box with
black printing Lionel used to
pack its separate-sale items.
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+ COMPACT LAYOUTS +

COVE
STOR\B

RESTORING A POSTWAR

Story and photos by Richard Lyons

During the postwar years, especially 1948 through ’59,

\

Lionel developed some compact O gauge operating layouts for
authorized dealers to purchase in order to boost sales of trains
and accessories. Collectors chase after surviving examples, and

operators try to build replicas.

I came across a battered yet salvageable
example of the no. D62, an 8 x 8-foot
operating display offered in 1952. The
steps I took to restore this layout provide a
blueprint for anyone looking to create an
enjoyable and action-packed layout to
showcase sets from the postwar period or
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the modern era. There’s nothing difficult
about the construction and wiring.

4+ Discovering a D62

Lionel offered different layouts to fit the
budget and space available in retail outlets
of any size. Dealerships varied from stores

that sold trains only at the holiday season
to department stores with dedicated toy
departments that sold them all year.

After Christmas, some stores kept the
displays for the following year. More often,
layouts were sold as they were or stripped
of accessories, given away, or thrown out.

More of the small layouts (4 x 6 feet
and 4 x 8 feet) are seen today. The large
ones (5x 9 feet and 8 x 8 feet) are scarce,
likely due to the higher initial cost and
space limits. Many of the 5 x 9-foot lay-
outs in existence were cut into sections for
ease of placement. That was because the
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value of the items on them was often equal
to the cost of the entire display. As Lionel
suggested, the accessories and track could
be removed from the display and sold.
Occasionally, however, a survivor turns
up, such as my D62. It was originally pur-
chased by Yeager’s Department Store in
Akron, Ohio. Yeager’s was in business
from the early 1900s until the late 1950s,
when it declared bankruptcy. The store in
downtown Akron occupied a large, multi-
ple-story building with enough storage
space to keep the display for reuse. A sin-
gle-purpose metal stand, made of heavy
angle iron with pipe legs, was made for it.
The story goes that as Yeager’s was
shutting down, an employee took the D62
home. He kept it for the next 50 years.

E.

80"

ABOVE Standard O gauge sections of curved and straight track, along with some
switches, are what you need to create the network of three-rail track for a D62
layout. Postwar or modern-era accessories will work just fine.

LEFT The author restored this example of Lionel display no. D62 from 1952. He
praises the compact layout as having an ideal plan for today’s modelers.

Then in 2008, a train collector purchased
it with the intention of restoring it. Unfor-
tunately, nothing happened and the layout
ended up in storage once again. I heard
about the deteriorating display a couple of
years ago and succeeded in purchasing it.

4 Assessing the layout
The D62 was in very poor condition and
required a restoration instead of a refur-
bishment. All the original accessories were
gone, as was most of the track. Fortu-
nately, the control panel was still in place.
The surface had been repainted, incor-
rect sawdust (grass) added, and many of
the original features were obscured. Mois-
ture had severely damaged the felt of the
tunnel and the raised platform “skirt,” and

some parts of the plywood along its edges
had started to delaminate.

Restoring and refurbishing several Lio-
nel displays in the past has taught me that
two steps are essential to a successful proj-
ect. The first is using original materials
and techniques whenever possible. The
second is careful and detailed documenta-
tion of the original item.

Before beginning, I photographed
every aspect of the display, starting with
the wiring, which was still present. The
wiring on the display layouts was very
specific in its routing and only some of the
layouts were well documented. Sorry to
say the D62 was not among them.

AllT had to work from was a brief
description and one photograph printed
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a broadside
of LIONEL TRAIN

in the special display catalog Lionel had
put out in 1952 (shown above). But what
was shown was a preproduction version
that differed from the final D62.

The production version lost a switch
and siding, due to placement over the
seam between the two sheets of plywood.
Also, the no. 456 coal ramp ended up
being moved, and there had been a change
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Restoring the
mountain meant
the author needed
to strip the land-
form down to its
foundation made
out of wood and
screen wire. Then he
covered it with
pieces of felt, which
he painted.

in accessories used due to a
lack of availability.

I decided to preserve any
original wire that was in
good shape and replace any

All | had to work from was a brief
description and one photograph printed in
the special display catalog Lionel had put
out in 1952.

with poor or damaged insula-
tion. This was done wire by
wire to maintain the original
routing. Once completed, each
circuit was tested with a multimeter to
assure proper operation.

Most of the large layouts made in the
1950s had a “separate” control panel,
which was designed to be “removable” yet
wasn't disconnected. The panel was bolted
to the top of the layout for shipping so
there was some extra length
in the wiring for this.

One feature on the D62
layout that I had not
observed on previously
documented control panels
was the labeling of the oper-
ating controls of the various
accessories. Even though it
was a unique finding, I
believe it was a factory
application because the let-
tering font matched what I
observed on other Lionel
displays of the postwar
period. I recreated that
detail on my D62 with cus-
tom dry transfers.

4+ Fixing cosmetics
With the wiring done, I
turned next to restoring
what I call the layout’s “cos-
metics” The surface was
filthy and stained and had
been repainted. Incorrect
“grass” had been heavily
applied with layers of glue.
Removing that material
required extensive yet care-
ful sanding.

The staples Lionel had
used to attach the long absent clumps of
lichen were documented and removed. I
noted their placement to prevent damage
to the sanding discs and to guide me when
reapplying lichen.

Once that was done, I used a circular
sander with grit discs ranging from 40 to
220 to remove the heavy mixture of paint,
glue, and sawdust. The more aggressive
grit removed the heavy buildup, and the
finer grit minimized damage to any of the
underlying landmarks.

v

The goal was not to preserve any of the
original Lionel grass, but to remove as
much material as possible. This resulted in
a smooth surface that retained the original
painted landmarks of the roads and acces-
sories. The paint colors were also pre-
served to allow for an accurate restoration.

One interesting discovery I made when
cleaning the layout was on the plateau of
the upper display. I found the broken base
of a plastic billboard holder. Not only did
that document the placing of the sign, but
when the billboard frame base was
removed a patch of the original grass and
color appeared. Thanks to that small spot,
I was able to more accurately match the
paint. After all, the base had been there
since the original construction of the dis-
play in 1952.

Finally, I focused on the damaged ply-
wood. Any place that I noticed it delami-
nating, I injected wood glue and tightly
clamped the area to restore its integrity
prior to the restoration.

4+ Painting the display

I began painting the display only after I
was satisfied with how I had prepped the
surface. When Lionel had made the D62,
workers in the Display Department had
used large silk screens to apply the paint.
The lighter color was applied first; once it
had dried, the green paint followed.

Over the years, Lionel had used differ-
ent shades of both the light color and the
green. It had opted for bright green on
early displays and darker greens and earth
tones in later years to get a more realistic
appearance. What I was going to brush on
would conform to the early ones.

The first colors I applied were gray for
the track roadbed and eggshell for the
highway. Since these represented the first
layer of paint, the edges did not need to be
sharp, so I painted them following the
known track and highway route. I left
them slightly wider than needed.

After the paint had dried, I temporarily
mounted the track and switches to serve
as guides for where to mark and mask
borders for the green paint. I removed the
track and began masking. For straight



runs and accessory bases, I chose to use
high-quality masking tape. For curves,
Y-inch vinyl automotive graphic tape
worked best because it can follow the vari-
ous shapes being encountered.

4+ Time for grass

Where the positions for any signals, lamp-
posts, crossing gates, and so forth were
critical, Lionel left the masked area the
same size as the base of the accessory. For
larger accessories, where the position
might need adjusting, it masked a smaller
area indicating where wiring access was
needed. Meanwhile, workers went ahead
and applied the required green paint.

Time for grass. While the green paint
had still been wet or tacky, display person-
nel spread the artificial grass. More than
half a century later, Lionel no. 919 grass
still works best to get an authentic look,
even though there are many products
available today for imitating grass.

While the paint was wet, [ applied 919
grass using a shaker equipped with large
holes to uniformly spread the it over the
painted area. I found a kitchen seasoning
shaker worked well.

Here’s another great

Then after a short dry
time, the grass was gently
patted using a light 2-inch-
wide paintbrush to help
“seat” it in the paint. I let
everything dry before
removing extra grass with a
dedicated hand vacuum.
That allowed for the collec-
tion and reuse of any of the
loose grass.

From there, I prepared to remove the
masking tape to reveal a nice sharp edge
for the roadbed, roadways, and accesso-
ries. I confess to having seen occasional
bleed-through. In my defense, I can say in
all honesty that happened on Lionel’s orig-
inal display layouts as well.

I followed by permanently mounting
the track using blackened standard-head
no. 4 wood screws. To replicate what Lio-
nel had done with the original mounts, I
used a variety of lengths.

Regarding the grass, I've noticed the
heaviness of the application on original
displays varies. Some layouts had minimal
grass; others had very thick applications.
Why the discrepancy for something being

surviving example
of a D62 display. It
offers two levels of
continuous 3-rail
action, along with
the enjoyment pro-
vided by a dozen
animated cars and
accessories.

made in quantity? Probably
because the displays were
being assembled by groups of
men hired as part-time work-
ers whose experience and
skill varied.

Something else to keep in
mind: Lionel may have
depended on oil-based
paints, but you can use mod-
ern latex types. If you do, be
sure to work in sections rather than the
whole surface at once due to the faster
drying time for latex paint.

4+ To the mountain
With the base of the layout completed, I
directed my attention to restoring the
mountain and sides of the plateau. The
poor condition of the felt covering the
tunnel meant I could not save it. Instead, I
had to determine which parts could be
salvaged, notably the portals and the wood
supports. I did manage to keep the screen
wire frame originally used by Lionel.
While the mountain was a loss, most of
the plateau sides were salvageable. They
were caked in years of filth, so I started by
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cleaning the surface with warm water and
a soft brush and cloth. I worked slowly
and deliberately, taking care to avoid vig-
orous scrubbing that could easily have
removed the original water-soluble paint.

As cleaning progressed, the colors
began to emerge from the grime. These
original colors would be my guide in
choosing the color palette of the mountain
and restored plateau features.

turned on, I stirred the mixture frequently
to help the granules dissolve. On the high
setting the crock pot heated to 140 degrees
Fahrenheit, which is the ideal temperature
for working with the hide glue.

As soon as the proper temperature and
consistency had been reached (and after
putting on a pair of rubber gloves), I
immersed the felt in the glue. Alternately
wringing it out and immersing it again, I

allowed the glue to com-

in the toy department at Yeager’s.

Everytime | operate my restored D62
layout, | imagine the crowds of children who
ran to see it when it occupied a prime spot

pletely penetrate the felt
sheet. Once everything was
uniformly saturated, I wrung
out the excess glue and
allowed the felt to quickly lay
over the framework.

d

To prepare for restoring the mountain,
I cleaned and fixed the original %-inch
plywood portals. Then I reattached them
to the base, which made it easier to attach
them to the original wire frame of the
mountain. The frame was stapled in place,
and several pieces of postwar rolling stock
were operated through the tunnels to
make certain there was no interference.

I could begin building - or rebuilding
- the mountain. With the original felt of
the mountain as a pattern, I realized it had
been made from a single piece of felt with
a relief cut on the backside to allow for a
proper fit. With a rough sizing, the dry felt
was draped over the frame to allow proper
fitting of the tunnel openings and final
sizing before soaking it in glue.

4+ Not just any glue

To replicate Lionel’s original construction,
I used the same felt-soaked-in-glue tech-
nique. I had at my disposal original felt (as
found in the Lionel no. 920 scenic display
set). But what I had was quite small and
suitable for only one short portal tunnel.
So I bought a modern felt (a mix of wool
and synthetic material) of similar color
and proper thickness (2 mm).

The glue I applied was the same as used
by Lionel: a natural product known as
isinglass or fish glue, which has its own
smell. It comes as dried flakes and must be
reconstituted and heated to be used. There
are dedicated glue pots, but an inexpen-
sive alternative is a crock pot.

Following the directions, I mixed the
glue granules 1:1 with cold water, letting
them sit and absorb the water for around
30 minutes. Then with the crock pot
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4+ Miscellaneous
details

Display workers at Lionel had relied on
wadded-up Kraft paper to give added con-
touring to the felt. Therefore, I did the
same thing. I used a staple gun to secure
the edges of the felt to the plywood surface
with 3/8-inch and %-inch staples. The felt
didn’t need to be placed under tension, so
I draped it to form various gullies and
small valleys in imitation of what Lionel’s
display designers had done.

Even with the tunnel openings roughed
in, I still had to make some relief cuts to
allow the felt to conform to the curve of
the portal. To achieve a smooth opening, I
applied staples as I thought was necessary.
Then, with the edges stapled down, I
grabbed a brush to apply glue to saturate
any dry areas of felt. Some areas needed
extra applications to assure
adherence to the wood.

When I felt confident I
had gotten both the shape
and the fit I desired, I
moistened with the
remaining glue the tunnel
portals and any dry areas.
Then I left the felt to dry
for anywhere from 12 to 36 :
hours, depending on tem- e o
Once the felt had dried, it
had formed a rigid shell
ready for me to paint.

For painting the felt, Lionel used casein
or milk-based paint. Using that kind of
paint was worth the extra time and cost
since doing so resulted in the same flat,
muted coloring otherwise impossible to
attain. Tubes and pints of casein paints can
be found in many artist supply stores.

@& DIGITAL DOWNLOADS
|

X LIONEL'S DEALER
perature and humidity. DISPLAY LAYOUTS

4+ Back to life

The colors Lionel used on the D62 layout
were burnt sienna, burnt umber, cadmium
green, cadmium yellow medium, golden
ocher, raw sienna, raw umber, titanium
white and yellow ocher. Using pictures of
other display layouts constructed by Lio-
nel in the 1950s, I set out to duplicate the
colors I would need.

For the base coat, Lionel chose the pri-
mary colors, followed by other colors to
highlight the cervices, gullies, and other
features. Each display layout would have
been unique in its final decoration,
depending on the individual craftsmen
involved and the level of quality control.

The same decorative techniques used
on the mountain worked for the skirt of
the plateau. My goal was to preserve as
much as possible there while blending
repaired areas with originals.

To begin, I patched, repaired, and
replaced sections using the techniques
involving the felt and hide glue. Next, I
aimed to match the colors, a task that
proved to be challenging where the new
sections were directly joined with existing
felt. By cleverly mixing and matching col-
ors I was able to achieve the visual balance
and effects I wanted on this feature.

What came after the mountain and its
felt surface were finished amounted to
some of the most enjoyment I had with
this project. Namely, I went about repopu-
lating the layout with some of my favorite
postwar accessories. I tested everything
and watched as my D62 came to life.

ORDER YOURS
TODAY To see more

Lionel displays, order this
digital package of articles
from www.Kalmbach
HobbyStore.com

Every time I operate my
restored D62, I imagine the
crowds of children who ran
to see it when it occupied a
prime spot in the toy
department at Yeager’s Department Store.
I can see them, just eye level with the dis-
play, dreaming of having a layout like this
at home. I think as well of the adults who
stood nearby, their hearts wishing for the
same thing. And I realize how lucky I am
to have this Lionel classic at home after
bringing it back to its original glory.
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11181 C.N. GP-9 Piggy Back Set w/Legacy 699.95 82964 Milw LC+ Hudson 389.00 14491 Pennsy 0-6-0 B-6 Switcher PS 2 399.95
11201 W.M. 4-6-6-4 Challenger w/Legacy 849.00 83193 S.P. Lines #4449 GS-4 w/Legacy 1,649.95 16211 S.P. 4-8-4 GS-4 w/PS 3 449.95
11270 G.N. 2-6-0 Mogul w/RS 529.95 83197 AM Freedom Train #4449 GS-4 1,649.95 16501 S.P. 4-8-8-2 Cab Forward Frt Set 769.95
11379 Pennsy 0-4-0 Switcher Loco 429.99 83371 G.N. SD-45 #400 Hustle Muscle 599.95 16671 G.N. 2-8-8-2 Loco w/PS 3.0 629.00
11385 U.P. 0-4-0 Yard Switcher 429.95 83380 U.P. SD-45 #1 599.95 17791 U.P. 4-8-8-4 Big Boy w/PS 3 799.95
11427 S.P. 0-4-0 Switcher 439.95 83386 Milw NW-2 w/Legacy 479.99 25581 U.P. Dash-9 Diesel w/PS 2.0 369.00
11428 Milw 0-4-0 (Conv) Multi Roads Avail 439.95 84064 Milw #261 4-8-4 w/BT & Legacy BTO 1,659.99 26431 U.P. Dash 8 Narrow Nose w/PS 2 379.00
11446 U.P. 2-8-8-2 Y-3 #3671 1,259.00 84067 Milw Hiawatha #260 4-8-4 BTO 1,659.99 29021 G.N. GP-35 Diesel w/PS 2.0 429.00
28312 B.N. SD60 #8301 w/Legacy 469.95 84072 Everett Mogul #11 619.99 29351 G.N. SD-45 LH Diesel w/PS 2.0 399.00
28363 B.N. SD60 #8302 w/Legacy 469.95 84096 BNSF SD-70ACe 569.00 31681 UP 4-6-6-4 Challenger w/PS 2 1,395.00
28384 C.N. Genset Switcher w/Legacy 769.95 84104 MRL SD-70ACe 569.00 34681 Pennsy 4-6-2 Pass Set 959.95
31778 #1484WS Hudson Pass Set 449.00 84248 S.P. AC-9 #3800 1,899.99 34851 S.P. 4-8-4 GS-4 w/Ps 3.0 #4444 1,049.95
34737 N.P. GP-9 w/legacy 449.95 84250 S.P. Daylight AC-9 #3811 1,899.99 35351 U.P. FEF 4-8-4 4-Car Pass Set 1,229.00
34738 N.P. GP-9 #317 w/Legacy 449.95 84641 S.F. E-6 AA w/Legacy 899.99 35411 NYC 4-8-4 Nigara w/4 Car Pass Set 1,229.00
37821 Smoke Fluid Loader 219.95 84843 GE Demo AC6000 #6000 w/Legacy 589.99 210541 U.P. #80 Coal Turbine 1,279.95
38310 #2185W NYC F3 AA Freight Set 449.00 84962 NYC #6023 Niagra Vision Line 1,799.99 36401 U.P. 4-12-2 #9000 Loco w/PS 3 1,299.95
38312 #2343 SF F3 AA 399.99 85034 MRL SD-45 w/Legacy (2 #s) 549.99 36871 U.P. #3985 4-6-6-4 Challenger 1,569.95
38324 #2507W N/H F-3 Freight w/5 Cars 429.00 85047 BNSF SD70ACe w/Legacy (2 #s) 549.99 211121 Eastman Kodak 44-Ton w/PS 3 429.95
38328 #1623W N.P. Frt Set w/Leg. Closeout 429.95 85057 U.P. SD70ACe #8650 w/Legacy 549.99 37471 US Army USRA 4-6-2 Pacific w/PS 3 1,079.95
38329 #2261W Freight Set (646 w/5 Cars) 459.00 85058 U.P. SD70ACe #8665 w/Legacy 549.99 37581 S.P. 4-8-4 Daylight w/LED Xmas Lts 1,399.95
38353 X-628 Promo Navy Set 549.00 85173 N.P. 4-6-2 Pacific w/Legacy 1,349.99 200341 N.P. GP-9 Diesel w/PS 2.0 399.95
38358 #2239 I.C. F-3 Freight Set 549.00 85180 G.N. 2-6-6-2 w.Legacy 1,549.99 200351 Amtrak Turbo Train 829.95
38419 U.P. U30C #2918 w/Legacy 499.00 85267 NYC #6001 20th Century Ltd 1,899.99 202481 S.P. GP-9 Diesel 399.95
38421 N.P U33C #3305 w/Legacy 499.00 85315 U.P. SD70ACe #1943 w/Legacy 549.99 202941 B.N. SD-45 Diesel w/PS 3.0 439.95
38422 N.P. U33C #3307 w/Legacy 499.00 316020 BNSF 50' Modern Box Car 6pk 175.00 203391 G.N. DC-3 Rail Inspection Car w/PS 3 459.95
38784 C.N. #4000 GP-35 479.95 316050 ATSF 3-Bay Hopper 6pk 175.00 211581 U.P. SD70ACe w/PS 3 499.95
38855 G.N. GP-35 #2519 479.95 316100 Alaska 3-Bay Hopper 6pk 175.00 204211 BNSF Dash 8 Diesel Frt. Set w/PS 3 729.95
39568 BCR Dash-9 w/Legacy 499.95 316150 D&RG 3-Bay Hopper 6pk 175.00 204651 Pennsy GE 44-Ton Diesel 429.00
39572 BNSF Dash-9 w/Legacy 499.95 1922060 BNSF ES44AC Oil Train Set 949.99 204681 S.F. GE 44-Ton Diesel 429.00
81135 B.N. SD70MAC #9431 w/Legacy 549.00 1931250 U.P. 4-6-6-4 #3977 Gray Challenger 1,959.99 205061 GE Evo Hybrid ES44AC w/ps 3.0 499.95
81137 BNSF SD70MAC #9858 w/Legacy 549.00 1931260 U.P. 4-6-6-4 #3985 Black Challenger 1,959.99 205101 BNSF ES44DC w/PS 3.0 469.95
82035 Crane Sounds Work house 129.95 1933011  B.N. RS-11 #4186 w/Legacy 479.99 206531 N.P. SD-45 Diesel w/PS 3 459.95
82055 Beth Steele CC Trackside Crane 449.99 1933081 B.N. SD40-2 BTO 2#s Avail 529.99 206541 N.P. SD-45 LH Diesel w/PS 3.0 459.00
82097 Bucyrus-Erie Legacy Crane 299.95 1933112  Milw SD40-2 BTO 2#s Avail 529.99 35011 G.N. 4-8-4 Loco w/PS 3 1,099.95
82121 G.N. S-2 Diesel w/Legacy 599.99 1933132 U.P. SD40-2 BTO 2#s Avail 529.99 207311 S.F. Dash 8 Diesel w/PS 3.0 449.95
82127 U.P. S-2 Diesel w/Legacy 599.99 1933231 BNSF C44-9W BTO 2#'s Avail 529.99 207981 MetroLink F40PH Diesel 499.95
82269 N.P. #1382 4-6-0 w/Legacy 799.95 1933232 BNSF #4173 C44-9W 549.99 209631 U.P. SD-70ACe Diesel PS 3 499.95
82528 Empire State Express Set 1,849.95 1933233 BNSF #5282 C44-9W Dummy 299.99 211021 MRL GP-9 w/PS 3 479.95
82694 U.P. #3985 (BLK) 4-6-6-4 Challenger 969.00 1933281 BNSF ES44AC #6411 w/Legacy 579.99 202001RK BNSF SD-40 Diesel w/PS 3 299.95
82697 Rio Grande 4-6-6-4 LM Challenger 969.00 1933322 U.P. ES44AC #8109 w/Legacy 579.99 205201RK U.P. SD70ACe #1943 w/3.0 429.95
82726 Lionel Lines Alco FA Passenger Set 399.99 1933371 BNSF GP-35 BTO 2#'s Avail 479.99 205481RK SP&S RS-3 w/PS 3 339.95
82761 U.P. SD-90MAC w/Legacy 629.99 1933550 SP&S FA AA BTO 2 Diff B-Units Avail 849.99 205601RK BNSF Dash 8 w/PS 3 339.95
82784 B.N. GP-9 #1706 w/Legacy 499.95 81881S S.P. Crane & Sound Tender 699.95 206271/3 G.N.FT AB Unit w/PS 3 599.95
82785 B.N. GP-9 #1804 w/Legacy 499.95 81884S Beth Stl Crane & Sound Boom Tender 699.95 208001S C.P. Xmas Loco w/4 lllum Frt Cars 969.95
82809 U.P. FEF #838 Black 1,5699.99  84078S B.N. E-8 AA w/6 21" Pass Cars 1,899.99 35341 U.P. FEF 4-8-4 Northern w/PS 3 1,199.95
82963 Rio Grande LC+ Mikado 389.00 84088S NYC E-8 AA w/4 21" Pass Car 1,599.99 211551 George Bush SD70ACe #4141PS 3 519.95

LEARN WhaT THE
— ExpERTS KNnOow! —

We have a variety of toy train books that include all of the resources
you need to thrive in the hobby. Each book is written by experts who
have been in the hobby for years. View our selection today!
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Powered by the people

THE UNION PACIFIC EMPLOYEE PRIDE SD70ACE BY MTH

sking Jack Sommerfeld, of Sommerfeld’s Trains in Butler, Wis. what was

the hot item in his shop, he pointed to a colorfully decorated O gauge

road diesel and said, “The UP Employee Pride unit.” It’s really not a big
surprise, considering Butler has boasted a prototype Union Pacific yard for
years! Where we've seen railroads salute the military, police, and firefighters, I
didn’t recall anything honoring employees. UP had a very cool idea indeed.

Over the decades, railroad-
ing has been described as a
tough, no-nonsense industry
that’s as hard on its employees
as it is on its track and equip-
ment. The UP takes pride in its
company heritage and recog-
nizes it would not have risen to
the position it’s in without a
dedicated workforce.

How better to honor it than
to create a locomotive design
that would be seen by the pub-

lic wherever UP rails roam?
The railroad came up with a
design that saluted the major
skills and crafts that keep it
running, as well as the many
men and women who “make it
happen.”

The artwork is a departure
from the celebratory liveries
used by many other railroads.
It was decided to use a graphic
novel (comic book) style. This
involved a basic color palette,

shading, and figures that are
larger than life — and all the
easier to see and comprehend
when viewed at a grade cross-
ing. It’s a great way to recog-
nize the company’s employees
while at the same time increas-
ing public visibility.

The locomotive was sanded
and repainted at the railroad’s
North Little Rock, Ark. shop.
According to the UP, the
engine number 1111 has a spe-

cial meaning: The number 1
railroad, with number 1
employees who have the num-
ber 1 safety dedication, with 1
vision - Building America.

= QOPENING THE BOX

Just as the simple F3/F7-style
carbody made a great palette
for railroad paint schemes, the
EMD SD70ACe body com-
bines plenty of flat spaces for
artwork and a ton of angles to
impart flair and show off a
flashy design.

There’s ample hatch, door,
louver, and screen detailing.
You'll also find an array of
safety placards.

If someone had asked me
what a UP employee recogni-
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POWERED BY

OUR PEOPLE

tion design would look like, I'd
have presumed it would have
been mainly Armour Yellow.
This isn’t the case. The loco-
motive’s cab area is white, red,
yellow, and black!

The pilot is gray with black
brake and control lines. There’s
a white uncoupling lever, and
the steps have white safety
accents and a tiny red safety
warnings just below the deck.
The deck has two ditch lights
mounted on it, and there’s a
safety chain on the handrails.

The face is white, with the
iconic UP winged shield logo
front and center, as well as near
the steps on both sides of the
nose. The nose of the locomo-
tive is red. There are handrails

leading up from the steps plus
grab irons leading up to the
top of the snout. There are
three additional grab irons on
the top, and one in front of the
left sand filler pipe.

A thin yellow stripe runs
down and to the rear, dividing
the nose from the cab. The cab
and rearward equipment boxes
are black.

The number boards are illu-
minated, and there are two
headlight lenses. The forward
windows each have two wiper
arms. Up on top of the roof
there are two components with
communication and telemetry
equipment. The component is
black, the antennas are white,

i
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oWERED BY
Enn PEOPLE

O GAUGE UNION PACIFIC SD70ACE

NO. 1111 FROM MTH TRAINS

Price: $519.95 (no. 22-21264-2) Features: O-42 opera-
tion, two can-style motors, ProtoSound 3.0 command
and sound system, smoke unit, remote couplers, and
directional lighting Low speed (Cmd): 3.0 scale mph
Low speed (Conv): 5.9 smph, High speed: 65 smph
Drawbar pull: 2 pounds, 1 ounce

and each equipment block has
four lift rings.

Both sides of the cab and
the roof behind the crew com-
partment have the slogan,
“Powered by our people”
emblazoned in white.

There’s a bit of unexpected
flash on the roofline. The roof
is black up to the exhaust, and
there is a yellow-and-red
accent stripe running to the
rear. The mid-section of the
roof is white, but the section
housing the three radiator fans
resumes black paint.

A great graphic element is
the stripe rises and falls
depending on the shape of the

equipment. At the rear of the
locomotive, the stripe contin-
ues downward over two black
screens and there’s a safety
placard between them.

The detail of the rear has
black decking with safety tread.
The red handrails also have a
safety chain. Grab irons rise
from both sides toward the
roof and the sand-filler tube.

The art applied to the sides
of the engine compartment
look great. Both sides begin
with an American flag blowing
in the wind.

The engineer’s side has
graphics representing an engi-

continued on page 60

The real-life version of Union Pacific
SD70ACe no. 1111 (upper right) in this
photo by Trains Editor Jim Wrinn is eye-
catching, just like the MTH model.
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continued from page 59

FRONT VIEW

neer, track worker, brakeman,
welder, salesman, and cus-
tomer, and a guy on a phone
whom I suspect is “the brass.”
These are set in front of a land-
scape that includes mountains,
flatlands with wind turbines,
and a cityscape.

The fireman’s side has a
trainman, a surveyor, a
mechanic, and a customer ser-
vice representative, all in front
of a mountain range.

In short, the locomotive has
an amazing level of detail
wrapped in a colorful and pur-
poseful means for the railroad
to commemorate the people
who get the job done.

= ON THE TEST TRACK
Firing this unit up, the volume
was at full blast (not a good
thing for a layout positioned
near offices!). After adjusting
the sound and the smoke out-
put (it was also on “high”), I let
it loose - or at least as loose at
our test track permits.

Low speeds were smooth
and responsive, and the fact
that you can adjust the speed
in 1 scale-mile-per-hour incre-
ments allows you freedom to
run your train at whatever pace
you wish.

Running silent, the
mechanical sounds were not
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obtrusive and made the
beloved clickety-clack sound of
steel wheels on tinplate rails
music to my ears.

Smoke output was awe-
some, as 've come to expect
with MTH units, coming close
to 1980s rock music video lev-
els of fog. Okay, that’s an exag-
geration, but you'll fill up a
confined space pretty rapidly.

The locomotive requires
0-42 curves, and while our test
track has O-48 curves, we
found the locomotive came
into contact with the inside
wall of our layout - the prob-
lem is ours, not the models.
We should have placed the wall
back another half-inch for the
18-inch-long frame to clear.

Our speed range ran from 3
to 65 scale mph. Drawbar pull
was an impressive 2 pounds, 1
ounce.

The MTH Premier line
SD70ACe is a great model with
good performance, and like the
old school F3, it makes a ter-
rific platform for creative rail-
road paint schemes. Check it
out at your local hobby retailer.
Thanks to Sommerfeld’s Trains
(Sommerfelds.com) for letting
us have some fun with this
model! - Bob Keller

REAR VIEW

1//\ FLEET FILLERS

This is the second
installment of Fleet Fillers,
overviews of equipment to
help fill out a car roster
inexpensively. [tems may be
new or vintage, but must
be commonly available in
stores or on the secondary
market for $25 or less in
good condition. The goal is
to help create colorful oper-
ating collections in a bud-
get-friendly manner.

LIONEL
POSTWAR
SINGLE-DOME
TANK CARS

ionel has produced a lot of
Ltank cars over the years,

but I'm going to focus on
bargains in the single-dome
variety.

Mainly I fill sidings or yards
with them. You may want to
run them in long strings. After
all, you need something to haul
all the crude your Lionel no.
455 oil derricks are pulling out of the ground.

Over time, I've found these 0-27 cars in reasonable condition
for less than $20 each at stores, shows, and in online auctions.
Look for plentiful used but not abused examples. Their color will
be less bright than mint versions. Sometimes you can get one in
the box for around $20. Examples without boxes usually run in
the $10-$15 range.

Perhaps the most common are these no-frills models run in
several numbers beginning in 1948. Examples include:

® 1005 Sunoco (1948-50) Unpainted body with rubber-
stamped lettering. Cars originally had infamous Scout trucks
and couplers; some may have been replaced by later owners.
Some cars have painted frames with steps, while others have
chemically darkened frames.

® 6015 Sunoco (1954-55) Unpainted yellow body; 2-color
stamped logo; bar-end trucks with operating couplers.

® 6025 Gulf Oil (1956-58) Unpainted body with 3-color, rub-
ber-stamped logo; 1956 and early 1957 production have
archbar trucks, later production has AAR trucks. Three color
versions: black, gray, and orange.

® 6035 Sunoco (1952). The same basic car as the 1005, other
than the number and having magnetic Scout couplers.

Ready to look for a bargain?

You can see that you don’t have to simply buy a lot of cars
with the same car number. So even if you are a modern-era
enthusiast, postwar tank cars may still be able to fill a gap in the
decoration of your layout. Who knows, they may help fill a role
your fleet at a bargain price. — Bob

A no. 6025 Gulf tank car. Photo courtesy of Joe Algozzini



With bright colors
and a moving
forklift, Menard’s
Schneider Freight
Building can be a
transportation
hub on your
layout.

Straight forwarder

THE O GAUGE SCHNEIDER FREIGHT BUILDING BY MENARDS

obbyists with a long memory

may recall Lionel attempted

to tap into “white line fever”

with the Trains 'n Trucking set
back in the day. The reasoning was pretty
solid: If kids liked trains, they also prob-
ably liked those giant rigs that hauled the
freight out of the rail yard and delivered
it to a destination. I mean, what kid didn't
stick an arm out the car window to get a
trucker to blow their horn?

Why Schneider? The company has a
global footprint in all aspects of transpor-
tation, be it by trailer, container, or even
running point-distribution networks and
supply-chain management.

Founded in 1935 as Schneider Trans-
port & Storage, it’s based in Green Bay,
Wis. Menards, also in Wisconsin, enjoys
recognizing home-state corporations.

= WILL IT FIT ON YOUR LAYOUT?

This is a well-thought-out transfer facility.
The fully-assembled and decorated build-
ing has a modest footprint, measuring
approximately 11% by 14 inches while
having a compact 5%-inch height. The

walls suggest a modern steel industrial
building painted in the company’s atten-
tion-getting orange.

The warehouse has a simulated brick
foundation, and it’s mounted on a deco-
rated landscaped base. There are front and
rear loading docks, with three doorways
on each side. There’s plenty of room inside
to customize your own distribution center.

The rear dock is more narrow, while
the front dock is wider. The docks have
yellow and black safety stripes on the edge.

The wide dock has a worker with a
hand truck, a pallet, a few crates, a forklift,
and Jack the German shepherd.

There’s an office window to the right of
the bays, and on the right side a raised set
of wood stairs leading to the office door.
Two employees are chatting on the walk-
way. There’s a large Schneider sign above
the office.

It wouldn’t be a Menards structure
without ample LED lighting. This building
features 45 of them tucked beneath the
roof overhang, thus ensuring workers on
the midnight shift will have plenty of light
to work safely.

O GAUGE TRUCK TERMINAL BY MENARDS

Price: $89.99 (no. 279-5098) Features: Fully assembled and decorated struc-
ture. Includes figures, cargo pallets, and an operating forklift Website: Menards.

com/Trains

You don’t need to use the lights, but if
you want to, you'll need a Menards 4.5V
power supply, which plugs into a wall
socket. Check Menards.com for item nos.
279-4061, 279-4062, or 279-4050. For
multiple structures, you may want to con-
sider the no. 279-4681 9-piece Plug & Play
Accessory Kit, which works with the com-
pany’s illuminated vehicles as well as the
buildings. All are available separately.

= CAN'T YOU SEE WE’RE WORKING?
When I first saw the building, I thought
the forklift was a nice touch. But when I
powered it up, I was surprised and
delighted to see it (with cargo load) slowly
moving to the front and then back inside.
There’s some action going on as long as
the power switch is flipped!

This will be a neat accessory to position
so layout visitors can see it. As if the
orange paint job wasn't eye-catching
enough! It also adds another layer of real-
ism to your layout. The boxcars get the
freight to Schneider, and Schneider gets it
to the customer.

The addition of the truck terminal
allows you to create a focal point for all
those freight trucks, box trucks, flatbeds,
and even pickups you have occupying
your city streets.

O gauge railroads never had a spike in
business like they have with the arrival of
industrial buildings by Menards. - Bob

www.ClassicToyTrains.com 61




MODEL RAIL SCENES
CUSTOM LAYOUTS

& BUILDINGS
207-564-0705

Arkansas Traveler Hobbies

Located in the heart of Bald Knob
Visit our 100 year old 1915 MoPac Depot,
‘and Regional Rail Museum,
400 Market Street * Bald Knob, AR 72010

501-RAILFAN (724-5326)
athtrains@yahoo.com

Crushed Granite BALLAST

Dennis Brennan says,

“It ain’t chicken grit!” &1
Brennan’s Model Railroading

P.0. Box 520174 Independence, MO 64052 e (816) 252-4605

www.brennansmodelrr.com

“Your S-Gauge
Specialists !”

ON-LINE AMERICAN
FLYER PARTS CATALOG

Port Lines

OBBY

www.portlines.com

doug@portlines.com
(978) 465-8798

AF, Lionel, MTH, Am. Models,
& other S-gauge products!

LEN CARPARELLI

ACCURATE;SAUTHENTIC, PROFESSIONAL
ONS SINCE 1972.
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L&L Model Train Restoration Co.
www.LenCarparelli.com
1 Orient Way, Suite F-348, Rutherford, NJ 07070 e (201) 438-1266
Visit our website to download our free catalog.

www.raildesignservices.com

Design model railroad layouts in any scale or revamp any
existing track plan to suit your specific requirements. Original
railfoad logos and signs. Custom structure and cr building .
Let us brmg your dream rallroad

HENNING S TRAINS

w-rfr..l.wum- _
(OLLETOR COLOR PAINT )
- Model Engineering Works

| Toy Train Restoration Products

128 SOUTH LINE ST. - LANSDALE, PA-215-362-2442

WWW.HENNINGSTRAINS.COM

LIONEL-TYPE|

2,3,4,5 and 6-WIRE

FLAT CABLE

NEW
contact
info

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

This section is open to anyone who wants to sell or buy toy trains
merchandise. CLASSIC TOY TRAINS reserves the right to edit
undesirable copy or to refuse listing.

Word Rate per issue: 1 insertion — $1.06 per word, 5 insertions — $1.00
per word, 9 insertions — 92¢ per word. $35 minimum order per issue.
Payment must accompany the ad. To receive the discount you must order
and prepay for all ads at one time. Count all initials, single numbers,
groups of numbers (i.e. 4-6-4 or K4’s), names, address number, street
number each as one word. Example: R. Meister, 400 E Depot Ave.,
Waukesha, Wl 53187 would count as 8 words.

Events Rate: $45 per issue (55 word maximum). Ads will contain the
following information about the event: state, city, sponsoring organization
and name of event, meet, auction or show, dates, location, times,
admission fee, name and/or telephone number and/or email of person to
contact for information. Name, daytime telephone number and street

address of the person providing the information is also required but need
not be included in the ad. Unless otherwise requested, ads will be
published in the issue month that the event occurs in. Additional months
are available at the $45 per issue fee. Please specify issue date(s).

All copy is set in standard 6 point type. First several words only set in
bold face. If possible, ads should be sent typewritten and categorized to
ensure accuracy.

For CTT’s private records, please furnish a telephone number and when
using a P.0. Box in your ad, a street address.

SEND YOUR ADS TO: Classic Toy Trains — Classified Advertising
21027 Crossroads Circle, P.0. Box 1612 Waukesha, W| 53187-1612
888 558-1544 Ext. 551 Fax: 262-796-0126

E-mail: classads@kalmbach.com

CLOSING DATES: July 2020 closes Apr. 8, Sept closes June 10, Nov closes Aug. 12, Dec closes Sept. 10.

Events

CA, SACRAMENTO: Sac Sierra TCA. Scottish Rite
Masonic Center, 6151 H Street, Sacramento, CA 95819. May
23, 2020, 10:00am-3:00pm. Admission $5.00, children 12 and
under free. 160+ tables of trains for sale, free parking,
operating layouts, food. Free train set drawing for 17 and
under. Contact: Bryan Stanton at brsta@comcast.net

DE, ROXANA: Spring Fling Train & Toy Show. Roxana Fire
House, Route 20, between Millsboro & Fenwick Island.
Saturday, May 2, 2020, 9:00am-3:00pm. Admission: $5.00
adults, children 10 and under free. Operating layouts,
refreshments, door prize. For information contact Bill Ziegler,
302-537-0964 or www.delawareseasiderailroadclub.com

FL, PINELLAS PARK/LARGO: Suncoast Model Railroad
Club Train Show/Open House. April 4, 2020. NEW SHOW
VENUE: Pinellas Park Performing Arts Center, 4951 78th
Avenue N., Pinellas Park, FL. Saturday 9:00am-3:00pm.
Admission: $7.00, Children $2.00 and under 11 free.
Free parking. Food/snacks. OPEN HOUSE: Clubhouse,
12355 62nd Street N, Unit A., Largo, FL. Visit
www.suncoastmrrc.com Contact: irvbatten@yahoo.com

KS, HUTCHINSON: Kansas Central Model Railroaders,
Center of the Nation Model Railroad Expo. Kansas State
Fairgrounds, Pride of Kansas Building, 2000 N Poplar or 23rd
and Main entrance. June 6-7, 2020. Saturday 9am-5pm,
Sunday 10am-3pm. Admission $7.00, under 12 free w/adult.
100+ Vendor Tables & numerous layouts, free parking
(handicap accessible). Contact Don Phillips 620-662-5906 or
www.kansascentralmodelrailroaders.org

«..é THE O SCALE HAULER

The ultimate transportation and storage
solution for your O Scale trains

oscalehauler@verizon.net ¢ 951-500-0506
www.oscalehauler.com

ChooChooAuctions.com

The premier site for serious train collectors,
whether you are buying or selling!

Easy to use. Friendly, fast, and fun.

Please stop by and say hi! every da !

www.choochooauctions.com

Visit us online for great savings!

www.tandkhobby.com

M //Lo.u‘\s.e /Q ver Studio

Division of Studio Z

Cansrructlon

Don’t Settle for Less,
Buy the Best!

Aluminum Doesn’t Warp Like Wood
(716) 830-5267
millhouserivers

MN, ST. CLOUD: Granite City Train Show and Sale. River's
Edge Convention Center, 10 4th Avenue South. Saturday, May
9, 2020, 9:00am-3:00pm. $6.00, 10/under free. Buy/sell
model/toy trains, books, videos, railroad collectibles.
Operating model & toy train display. Children’s railway play
area. Win a LIONEL train set or FSM structure kit.
320-255-0033; edwardolson@cloudnet.com or
www.GraniteCityTrainShow.com

MO, JOPLIN: Museum Complex Train Show and Swap
Meet. Saturday, April 25, 2020, 9:00am-3:00pm.
Schifferdecker Park, 7th Street & Schifferdecker, between the
golf course and pool. Adults $3.00, under 12 free. Rick
Gardner, 11486 County Lane 214, Oronogo, MO 64855;
417-673-4888 or e-mail rickgardner4449@gmail.com

NE, OMAHA: NE-IA Railroaders 49th Annual Train and Toy
Show. Ralston Arena 7300 "Q" Street, Zip: 68127. April 4-5,
2020. Saturday 9:00am-4:00pm, Sunday 9:00am-4:00pm.
Admission: $8.00, 12 and under free. Information: Bob
Schaffer 402-990-0085 rgsmercman@gmail.com; Mark
Nelson 402-731-1349. VENDORS WANTED!
www.nebraskaiowarailroaders.com

NH, DOVER: The Great Northern New England Spring Train
Show. Dover Lodge of Elks #184, 282 Durham Road, Zip:
03820. Saturday, April 4, 2020, 10:00am-3:00pm. Admission:
$5.00 per family. Exhibitor tables $25.00 (includes entrance
fee). All scales, operating layout, food. Contact Ed Martin,
efmenter@aol.com or 603-362-4300

NJ, BRICK: National Collector's Club Show, Elks Lodge,
2491 Hooper Avenue, Brick, NJ 08723. Sunday, May 31,
2020, 9:00am-2:00pm. Admission: $6.00; under 10
free with adult. John Lalima 732-845-5966. Go to
www.eastcoasttrainparts.com and click on The Brick Show.
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Events Cont.

NJ, TOMS RIVER: National Collector's Club Show,
Elks Lodge, 600 Washington St. Sunday, May 3,
2020, 9:00am-2:00pm. Admission: $6.00; under 10
free with adult. John Lalima 732-845-5966. Go to
www.eastcoasttrainparts.com and click on Toms River Show.

NJ, WAYNE: National Collector's Club Show, P.A.L. Hall,
1 Pal Drive. Wayne, NJ 07470. Sunday, May 17,
2020, 9:00am-2:00pm. Admission: $6.00; under 10
free with adult. John Lalima 732-845-5966. Go to
www.eastcoasttrainparts.com and click on The Wayne Show.

PA, EAST GREENVILLE: May 2, 2020. 9am-3pm. All
gauge train show. East Greenville Fire Co., 4th & Washington
Streets, East Greenville, PA 18041. Three operating layouts
and approx. 90 sales tables. Hosted by North Penn S
Gaugers. Admission: $3 person, $5 family. Free parking.
Refreshments. See website www.npsgauge.org for more
information.

SC, CHARLESTON: Charleston Area Model Railroad Club
Annual Train Show, Danny Jones Armory Complex, 5000
Lackawanna Blvd., North Charleston, SC. April 25-26, 2020.
Saturday 9:00am-5:00pm and Sunday 10:00am-4:00pm.
Adults $7.00, Active military families are Free and children
under 12, Free. Additional information or table rentals, contact:
trainshow@chamrc.com or www.chamrc.com

TX, NEW BRAUNFELS: Annual Model Railroad Jamboree.
New Braunfels Civic Center, 390 S. Seguin Ave. April 18-19,
2020. Saturday 10:00am-5:00pm, Sunday 10:00am-4:00pm.
Adults (over 14) $8.00, children (5-13) $2.00. 300 vendor
tables, layouts including Legos, silent auction, refreshments,
museum open house. Info: www.nbrrm.org Jim Edmondson
830-629-2071

TX, SAN ANTONIO/GARDEN RIDGE: 46th Annual
TCA Lone Star Division Spring Train Show. Garden Ridge
Community Center, 9500 Municipal Parkway, Garden Ridge,
TX 78266. Saturday, May 16, 2020, 10:30am-4:00pm.
Admission: $7.00 per adult, $12.00 per family. For more
information contact: Pat Halpin 210-661-4238
(7:00am-11:00pm) pathalpin@aol.com

VA, FISHERSVILLE: 34th Annual Shenandoah Valley
Model Train and Railroading Show. Augusta Expoland, 277
Expo Road. Sunday, May 17, 2020, 10:00am-4:00pm. Adults
$5.00, children under 12 free. Vendor tables $20.00. Contact:
Bill Kauffman at 540-209-2698, kauffmanb@gmail.com or visit
www.acmrrc.org/annual-model-train-show

S Gauge For Sale

AF TRAINS, PARTS, ACCESSORIES. Visit
www.trainsmore.com or send $2.00 for printed catalog to
Trains & More, P.O. Box 1751, Manchester, CT 06045-1751.

MASSIVE LIST OF GILBERT AND LIONEL
AMERICAN FLYER: Updated daily. Original boxed sets,
engines, cars, accessories, rare paper, catalogs and more,
including boxed Plasticville, American Flyer and Plasticville
parts. Buying all Flyer. Send $3.52 postage, Judy Hajash,
PO Box 5, Augusta, WV 26704-0005. 304-359-2194.

0 Gauge For Sale

LIONEL “SUPER O" TRACKAGE: All "Super O" items
“SOLD” & "BOUGHT". Special Pricing available on 112r
electric switches & 142 manual switches. Special prices on
CURVES. Contact Mike at: shpanier@aol.com or Cell
708-845-0937

LIONEL MARX PLASTICVILLE: Big list of boxed sets,
engines, cars, etc. Rare paper, catalogs, Lionel O, 027 & HO.
Marx O & HO. Plasticville and Plasticville parts. Send $3.00
postage, Judy Hajash, PO Box 5, Augusta, WV 26704-0005.
304-359-2194.

LIONEL- ALL MOB: Scale F-3's 14592 Penna ABBA $795:
14565 B&O $595: w/ 4 Pass $995: 24534 Erie Lackawanna
ABBA $795: 14568 W. Pacific ABA $695. BOXED SETS:
31742 Santa Fe Super Chief AA w/ 4 Pass $695: 31752 B&O
AB Freight Set $595: 21950 Maersk Maxi-Stack $795: 31736
Canadian Pacific Grain Train $695: 31711 Wabash AB Freight
Set $595: 21955 Rio Grande AA w/ 4 Pass $695: 31710
Burlington Northern Coal Train $595. F-3 SETS: 38100 Texas
Special ABA $795: 18191 W. Pacific ABA $495: 14500 Kansas
City Southern ABA $695: 18131 N. Pacific ABA $495: 38368
New York Central Red Stripe AA $495: 38150 Platinum Ghost
AA w/ 3 Pass $695: 38153 Spirit of the Century AA w/ 4 Pass
$895. Have most add-on's for Lionel F-3 Sets. Call Jim:
570-655-4891, Sun-Thurs. 4pm-9pm EST.

0 Gauge Wanted

ALL TRAIN COLLECTORS- We need more trains to
supply our large customer base. Modern era specialists-
Lionel, MTH, K-Line, Williams, Weaver, 3rd Rail, etc. We buy
collections, store inventories, and parts of all sizes and eras.
Send us your list or call us today. We travel extensively all over
the US and Canada. Trainz, 2740 Faith Industrial Dr., Suite
200, Buford, GA 30518. 866-285-5840, Scott@trainz.com
Fax: 770-271-1295.

HONEST, VERY RELIABLE, established buyer of Lionel,
MPC, American Flyer, Ives, Marx and others. | will pay cash for
large or small collections or dealer inventories. Long time
advertiser in this magazine. | want to spend $200,000 this
year. | will travel if merited. Please call or send a list (with your
price if possible). Charles Siegel, 387 Imperial Blvd., Ste. 2,
Cape Canaveral, FL 32920. 321-799-4005. Fax 321-799-4044.

WE BUY ALL COLLECTIONS BIG & SMALL Lionel,
American Flyer, K-Line, Marx, Weaver, Williams, Marklin,
Hornby & more. Ready to travel, 30 years experience,
confidential. Send us your lists today, 306 Sonoma
Drive, Suite 773, Allen, TX 75013. www.txtrains.com,
texastrains@yahoo.com, Phone: 972-824-7123

Standard Gauge For Sale

USA TRACK LLC. Traditional tubular tinplate Standard
Gauge (2-1/8" gauge) toy train track made entirely in the USA.
Fully compatible with vintage Standard Gauge track,
reproduction Standard Gauge switches and Ross Custom
Switches. Contact StandardGaugeTrack@gmail.com or visit
www.StandardGaugeTrack.com

Miscellaneous For Sale

FOR SALE - 1935 AMERICAN FLYER: Burlington
ZEPHYR Train set. Locomotive and three cars, transformer
and 34 pieces of track. $700.00 O.B.O. For information call
Stan at 715-462-9425.

Miscellaneous Wanted

ALL ELECTRIC SLOT CARS WANTED. Any kind, any
condition. Top dollar paid. PAUL at 248-760-6960. E-mail:
slotcarguy@slotcarguy.com

MODEL AUTOMOBILE AND TRUCK KITS. Unbuilt or
built. One piece to large collection. Good prices paid. Fred
Sterns, 48 Standish, Buffalo, NY 14216, phone 716-838-6797,
fax 716-836-6057, email: fsterns@aol.com

Services Available

RESTORATION AND REPAIRS on all Lionel
and American Flyer trains. Call AJTRAINS, ask for Andy
732-859-1606, or email: ajtrains@optimum.net

Custom Painting & Building

ARTWORKS Kit assembly service, kit bashing, scratch
building service, painting and detailing. 972-989-3834,
artroberts43@icloud.com

When contacting
advertisers, mention
you saw their ad in

Classic Toy Trains
magazine!
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LEADING
MODEL RETAILERS

Dealer Directory spaces are sold on a year’s
basis at $284 per year, eight issues, (payable
in advance), or at $40 per issue (billed to
established accounts for one year minimum).
Ads will be set in standard format typography.
All insertions must be consecutive and may be
invoiced if you have credit established with us.
No mention of mail order business permitted.
Closing dates listed in the Classifieds section.
Call 888-558-1544, ext. 551.

ARIZONA ¢ Fountain Hills .

Lionel Value-Added, K-Line Dealer. Lionel
reiaalrs. The most postwar thru LTI Lionel in
AZ. AF, Marx, LGB, Athearn, G to Z. 35 min.
from downtown PHIX. Mon-Fri 10;00-4:30 &

weekends by appt. Email: totbargin@yahoo.com
BURLING’S TON OF TRAINS
16924 East Colony Drive 480-816-6501

CALIFORNIA ¢ Burbank
All scales G through N, collectibles old & new.
Authorized LGB, Llonel, MTH & Marklin dealer.
ne of the most complete train stores in
So. Calif. UPS worldwide shipper.
Visit our website at www.trainshack.com
THE TRAIN SHACK
1030 N. Hollywood Way 800-572-9929

CALIFORNIA ¢ Pasadena
Model rail specialists since 1951.
LGB, Lionel, O, S, On3, HO, HOn3, N, Z.
Comglete stock of brass imports, new & used.
00ks, tools, structures, detail parts.

FLORIDA ¢ Cape Canaveral
Lionel, American Flyer, MTH
on the internet
www.traincity.com
www.choochooauctions.com

GEORGIA e Atlanta (Lilburn)
Lionel Train Top 10 Dealer
MTH Train Mega Dealer .
400 s.f. layout, HUGE selection, service, repair

www.legacgstation.com
800-964-8724

Open 7 days ~ www.thewhistlestop.com
THE ORIGINAL WHISTLE STOP INC. TRAIN CITY, INC. - CHARLES SIEGEL LEGACY STATION TRAINS
2490 E. Colorado Blvd. 626-796-7791 387 Imperial vad., Ste. 2 321-799-4005 4153 Lawrenceville Hwy., #12  770-339-7780
CALIFORNIA ¢ Westminster (Orange Co.) | FLORIDA e Cutler Bay (Miami) INDIANA e Atlanta

Specializing in big trains only (O & GL.
Discount Prices, Open 6 Days a Week!
Authorized Lionel, MTH, LGB, PIKO Dealer!
www.milepost38.com

MILEPOST 38 TOY TRAINS
6462 Industry Way 714-892-9471

Lionel, MTH trains, O and Standard.
Die cast vehicles. 1:43, 1:32, 1:24 and 1:18.
Mon-Fri 10:00-5:30, $at-Sun 10:00-2:00.

HOLLYWOOD STATION
19301 SW 106TH Ave. STE9  305-278-1669

Model train museum and hobby shop
MTH e Atlas e Lionel ® scenery supplies
Layout construction help / workshop
Club sized 3-rail display layout
mrmuffinstrains.com
MR MUFFIN’S TRAINS
177 West Main 765-292-2022

CALIFORNIA e Yuba City

A full service model train Store! Large
inventory, HO, N, 27 Tinplate.
Books, videos, collectors & gift items.
Repair service. We buy old toy trains.
www.westerndepot.com
. THE WESTERN DEPOT
1650 Sierra Ave. #203 530-673-6776

FLORIDA ¢ Fort Myers

N, HO, O scale model railroading. Paint,
tools, sceneBy, accessories & plastic models.
Mon - Sat 10:00am-6:00pm: Closed Sunday

www.victorymodels.com

VICTORY MODELS & TRAINS
12951 Metro Parkway 239-332-0422

INDIANA e Indianapolis
“An old fashion train shop.” HO, N, 027.
Brass, books, magazines, detail parts, paints &
accessories. Southeast corner 17th Street and
Shadeland Ave. Mon-Sat 10:30-6.
www.waynestrains.biz
TRAIN CENTRAL
1651 N SHADELAND AVE 317-375-0832

COLORADO e Denver (Lakewood)
Caboose, sharing our passion for trains since
1938. North America’s largest full-service train

store, and your go-to source for the ultimate
toy train enthusiast. Open Daily or at
yCaboose.com

CABOOSE
10800 W Alameda Avenue 303-777-6766

FLORIDA ¢ Miami
Largest train store in the South.

‘MTH, Lionel, LGB, H N. Five
operating layouts. Open Mon - Sat 10am-5pm
Sun (Nov-Jan) 10-1.

READY TO ROLL
831 NW 143rd Street 305-688-8868

INDIANA « Mlchlg}an Ci )
Home of | Love Toy Trains DVDs, Lionel, MTH,
Toys, and 8'X16’ operating layout. Lionel
actory Authorized Salés & Service.
Mon - -4 GST Web: tmbv.com
WE BUY/SELL LIONEL
| LOVE TOY TRAINS - THE STORE
4212 West 1000 North 219-879-2822

CALIFORNIA ¢ Concord

Largest selection in the East Bay. 93 foot
operating HO layout. Buy - sell - trade - consign

- repairs - detail parts in all scales. Lionel.

Discount prices & friendly service.
Website: www.just-trains.com
JUST TRAINS

5650 Imhoff Dr. 925-685-6566

CONNECTICUT ¢ Cos Cob
Lionel, HO & N. Lionel authorized dealer
& repair. Plastic, wood kits, rockets, tools,
structural & diorama supplies.
pecial orders welcome.
www.annshobbycenter.com
ANN’S HOBBY CENTER
405 E. Putnam Avenue 203-869-0969

FLORIDA ¢ Pensacola )
Competitive prices, friendly service.
All makes & models, trains & accessories
New store hours, Tue-Sat. 9:00am-5:00pm.
o www.tralnsb¥johnson.com )
Directions: Old Palafox St. at 10 Mile Rd.
TRAINS BY JOHNSON
10412 N. Palafox Hwy. 850-478-8584

IOWA ¢ Dubuque
MTH, K-Line, Williams, Lionel, Gargraves,
New & Used, Authorized MTH & Lionél Service
Center. Mon - Sat 10-5; Sun 11-4
skippertim99@gmail.com

. _CATHY’S TREASURES
Electric RR Dealer/Upgrades 563-590-5318

CALIFORNIA ¢ Costa Mesa
Lionel, AF, LGB, HO, N, & Playmobil.
' used, & collectibles.
Buy, sell, trade & reé)alr.
Tue - FHi 12-7, Sat 9-5, Sun 11-3.

THE TRAIN CROSSING
1113 Baker Street, Ste. F 714-549-1596

DELAWARE ¢ Ocean View
No sales tax at the Delaware seashore.
Lionel new & used...also Atlas, Bachmann,
H. We buy used trains. Auth. Lionel repairs.
Large inventory of used HO trains.
Open Tues-Sat 11-4:30, Closed Sun & Mon
. SEASIDE HOBBIES
15 Daisey Ave. 302-539-1601

FLORIDA » Tampa Bay - Pinellas Park
2600 sq. ft. Showroom. Lionel & MTH Dealer
NEW, USED, BUY/SELL * All Gauges Z thru G

Over 6,000 Parts. Repair Services. Trains, Track,

Sets, Scenic Supplies. Tues - Sat 10-6
www.zitniktrains.com
ZITNIK TRAINS
5193 73rd Ave. N. 727-201-9668

KANSAS ¢ Overland Park (ch Area)

b cale
Lionel, MTH, A/F, Marklin, LGB & more!
New, Used & Vintage. Extensive scenery line.
Repair, custom work & layouts.
www.fredstrainshop.com
FRED’S TRAIN SHOP
9322 W. 87th St. 913-383-3500
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>
=
N
o
=z
P
1
e
>
zZ
n
>
wn




<
a
<
pd
<
@)
@)
pd
<
—
>
oc
<
=

RETAIL DIRECTORY

MARYLAND ¢ Hagerstown
One of the largest operatln%_traln Iaéouts and
museum MTH;, Lionel, Z scenery,
%azmes videos. Thomas, Brio, Rokenbok
Sys em, Lionel/AF iogo stools. Call for hours.
www.the-train-room.com
THE TRAIN ROOM
360 S. Burhans Blvd. 301-745-6681

NEW JERSEY e Trenton/Ewing
Lionel Value-Added Dealer.
Authorized Service Station.
Lionel, MTH, Wllllams Weaver K- Llne
GarGraves. New & 0&027
Glen Roc Shopplng Center
TRAINS & THINGS
246 Scotch Rd. 609-883-8790

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Greensburg

Authorized Dealer of Lionel, Atlas-O, MTH. N to

G, Track, Remotes, Buildings, Accessories. Buy,

Sell, Trade, Repalr Mon-Sat: Noon- -6pm 5,500+
SqFt. Exclusively Trains! 20,000+ items

BRADY’S TRAIN OUTLET
1046 S. Main Street 724-838-8448

VIRGINIA o Ashlandé ichmond)
at 10-6; Sun 11-4

Personal semce/r'elpalrsllayout ideas. We ship.
Gauge homas Wood en, more.
1-95, EXIT g2, ONLV 1.2 Miles West to tracks.

www.trainandtoystore.com
TINY TIM’S TOYS & TRAINS
104 S. Railroad Ave. 804-368-0063

MARYLAND ¢ Leonardtown
48 years of trains experience. Largest
contem{)orary tinplate dealer in the U.S.
Complete lines of Llonel and MTH trains.
Wed-Fri 9-5, Sat Sun-Tues closed.
SldeTrackHo'bbles.com
SIDE TRACK HOBBIES
40845 Merchants Ln 301-475-5381

NEW YORK e Ardsle
Lionel, MTH & Atlas
Lionel Authorized Service Center
Discount Pricin

TOM’S TRAINS AT ARDSLEY
686 Saw Mill River Road 914-329-0354

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Hanover
Lionel, American Flyer & MTH.
New Lionél & MTH at discount prices.
Standard O & S gauges bought, sold &
re aired. Authorized service station.
min. from York PA. Tue-Sat 12-6
TOY TRAINS UNLIMITED

28 York 717-637-4717

VIRGINIA » Manassas
Northern Virginia’s largest & most complete
train store for new & gently used Lionel,
Bachmann. We carry Standard,
0, 0-27. &N. Expert re?alrs
dandhtrains@comcast.ne
TOY TRAINS & COLLECTIBLES
7216 New Market Court 571-379-5497

MASSACHUSETTS . Duxbury

G-1-0-S-HO-N-
Buy - Sell - Trade New - Used Repairs
Marklin Dealer
Wednesday - Sunday 11-6

DUXBURY GREEN, INC.
382 Kingstown Way (Rt. 53) ’781-585-2164

NEW YORK ¢ North Rose
Lionel MTH Sales and
Lionel Service Station #144
Monday - Friday 9-5, Saturday 10-4
(Saturday hours October - April only)
www.gardnerthetraindoctor.com
GARDNER, “THE TRAIN DOCTOR”

8967 Ridge Rd 1miEof 14 315-483-6577

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Hatboro
Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, MTH, Marklin,
Bachmann, Williams.
We buy, sell & repair. Mon-Fri 12-8; Sat 10-5
www.JoesTrainStation.com

JOE’S TRAIN STATION
283 E. County Line Rd. 215-322-5182

VIRGINIA ¢ Roanoke
Lionel, LGB, G, AF, HO, N & MTH
Buy, seII ‘trade, repalr
Mon-Fri 10-6; Sat
Two minutes off Exit 146 on 1-81.

RAIL YARD HOBBY SHOP
7547 Williamson Rd. 540-362-1714

MASSACHUSETTS ¢ Lexington
s and service, factoal experlenced
Parts list availablé $4.0 Fri 9-5.
"The Coupler”, repair hints, back issues.
Email: dave@drtinkertrains.com
http://www.drtinkertrains.com
DR. TINKER’S ANTIQUE TOY TRAINS
1 Belfry Terrace 781-862-5798

NEW YORK e Staten Island
We are your source for O gauge trains &
accessories. We carry MTH; Lionel,
Atlas O & Gargraves.
www.e-zcatch. com e-zcatch@verizon.net

E - Z CATCH TRAIN SHOP
5 Tysen St. 718-727-7373

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Imperial (Pgh.)
Pittsburgh’s largest MTH dealer.
Lionel, K-line, Atlas Gargraves USA Train
Scener supplles or H and G gauges.
Buy, sel trade old tralns Expert repair ser-
vice. Tue-Sat 10-6. www.imperialtrainco.com
IMPERIAL TRAIN COMPANY
450 Penn Lincoln Dr. 724-695-7552

VIRGINIA/MARYLAND ¢ Chantilly, VA

Full service storefront & online store. All makes
& scales. New/used trains sales, service, repair
& upgrades. All scales & Digitrax dealer.
Online Sales Visit www.traindepot.biz

) TRAIN DEPOT
13944 Willard Rd., Suite | 703-953-3767

MICHIGAN e Fraser
Long term experience with customer service.
We service the products we sell and are here to
help you. 7,000 sq ft of retail space.
Stop in or visit www bbyshop com

NORTH CAROLINA ¢ Winston (Salem)
K-Line SuPerstore MTH, Lionel. Large selection
older MTH. First in O au_P
In-store layout! Located off |- ues-Sat
9:30am-5pm. E-mail: JKonc52032@aol.com

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ New Castle
Buy/sell/trade, rePalr all types of trains.
iant Lionel village dlsplay during
the holiday season, November - January
Call for hours. Email: trainplum@yahoo.com

WASHINGTON e Burien (Seattle)

Close to SEA-TAC airport - short drive from
downtown Seattle. New & vintage electric trains
n all scales. Tues - Sat 11-6

Open M F10-8, S: 0 6, Sun 12-5 EST www.trainloft.com ~Celebrating 20 years! www.undergroundrrshop.com W, electrictrainshop.com
P&D HOBBY SHOP THE TRAIN LOFT THE UNDERGROUND RR SHOPPE THE ELECTRIC TRAIN SHOP
31280 Groesbeck Hwy. 586-296-6116 4007B Country Club Rd. 336-760-9817 1906 Wilmington Rd. 724-652-4912 625 SW 152nd St. 206-244-7077
MICHIGAN e Traverse City OHIO ¢ Akron PENNSYLVANIA e Strasburg WASHINGTON e Kirkland

Let your imagination run wild!

o G, Lionel, scenery, tools
structures, scratchbunldlng supplles,
special orders, ships, armor, cars, more..

TRAINS & THINGS HOBBIES
210 East Front St. 231-947-1353

Akron’s largest old & new Lionel Dealer
Authorized Lionel & MTH sales & service
stations. We specialize in MTH DCS and Lionel

ommand and Railsounds. We buy, sell, trade
& restore. EandSHobbies.com
E & S TRAINS AND HOBBIES
980 Kenmore Blvd. 330-745-0785

From trains to diecast to scenery, everything
for the layout builder. Open 7 days a week.
H ionel, LGB.
Buy, sell, trade used’ trains. Located adjacent
0 Choo Choo Barn. www.etrainshop.com
STRASBURG TRAIN SHOP
226 Gap Road 717-687-0464

Lionel, Amerlcan Flyer, LGB HO, N.
sell, and repai

Supplylng ail your rallroadlng needs.

n Mon.-Sat

WWW. eastsndetralns com

EASTSIDE TRAINS, INC.
217 Central Way ’425-828-4098

MICHIGAN ¢ Wyoming
HO, N and Marx bought and sold
American Fl
Tuesday thru Frida
Other hours available by appt Please caII

HOBBY RECYCLING
2313 Lee St. SW 616-257-7155

OHIO Oberlm gN Cleveland)
ervice Cen

Authorlzed dealer for MTH Llonel Atlas.
Closed Sun & Mon
30 miles west of Cleveland - of'f State Rte. 20
www.stockyardexpress.com
STOCKYARD EXPRESS
49293 Plate Rd. 440-774-2131

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Zelienople

Lionel, MTH, Atlas O, Ross Custom Switches
GarGraves, Woodland Scenics
Please call or visit our website for hours.
www.cttrains.com

CT MCCORMICK HARDWARE
147 S. Main St. 724-452-6130

WEST VIRGINIA ¢ Wheeling
Largest Sele{_:tl%n of Trains in the Valley

ell - Trade - ed Trains
MTH leaver-Williams-Lionel-Atlas-Dept 56
M, F 12-7, Tu,W,Th 12-6, Sat 10-.

WWW.| patstralns com

PATRICK’S TRAINS
142 29th Street 304-232-0714

MISSOURI e St. Louis
Largest selectlon of rewar & postwar in
Midwest. Lionel, A Iyer Marx, Athearn,

Pro etc.
nghest price for Iarge collections.
w.TrainTownstl.com
TRAIN TOWN

9832 Manchester Road 314-716-2755

OREGON e Portland
Full service train shoe
Llonel 3-Rail, American Iyer
sed-| buy consignments
T-F 10- 6 Sat 10 5, Sun 12-4, Closed Monda
WWW. hobbysmlth com 1-877-284-191
E HOBBY SMITH
1809 NE Cesar Chavez Blvd.  503-284-1912

SOUTH CAROLINA ¢ West Columbia

All scales, all major brands
of model rallroad equipment.
We buy & sell used Llonel trains.
Open daily 10-6. Closed Sun.

NEW BROOKLAND RR & HOBBY SHOP
405 State St. 803-791-3958

WISCONSIN ¢ Green Bay
NE Wis, largest O Gauge dealer Lionel, MTH,
Atlas O, 3rd Rail, Weaver & Williams Acces-
sories, structures, books & videos. Open
Mon 12-7 Tues-Fri 10-5 (Sat 10-2 Nov-Mar)
www.railtycoon. com (formerly GB TV & Trains)

AIN SH
1353 Velp Ave. 920-496-9697

NEVADA e Las Vegas

The area’s most complete L|oneI MPC,
LTI selection. Buy, sell & trade.
Postwar new & used.
Accessories, parts and supplies.

THE TRAIN ENGINEER
2550 Chandler #53 702-597-1754

OREGON e Portland
Your complete model railroad store.
au es Z throu h G
Lioi TH, Atlas
Mon - Fri 102 6 Sat 10-5, Closed Sunday
WWW.WSOr.com
HISTLE STOP TRAINS
11724 SE Division St. 503-761-1822

TENNESSEE * Murfreesboro
MTH authorized service center & dealer. We
repair Lionel, MTH, B

on Sundays. £
info@Iittletrainrepairoftennessee.com or just stop in.

TTLE TRAIN REPAIR SHOP
814 Woodmont Drive 615-956-9084

CANADA-BC » Savon
Model trains in G, O, S, Old toy trains,
rallwa%_anthues art books DVDs souvenirs
homas too. Canadian road names a
specialty. 20 min. west of Kamloops.
www.kellyskaboose.ca
KELLY’S KABOOSE, THE RAILWAY STORE
6648 Savona Access Rd. 250-377-8510

NEVADA e Las Vegas

Big selection of HO, N and Lionel O Gauge
trains. Only 7 miles west of the Las Vegas strip.
www.westsidetrainslv.com

WESTSIDE TRAINS
2960 S. Durango #117 702-254-9475

PENNSYLVANIA e Blue Ridge Summit
The Exclusnve model railroad store.
From we stock it all.
days a week.
Only mlnutes from Frederick, MD.
www.mainlinehobby.com
MAINLINE HOBBY SUPPLY
15066 Buchanan Trail E. 717-794-2860

TENNESSEE ¢ Murfreesboro

Authorized Lionel Dealer. Pre-War, Post-War &
Modern. Hundreds of rolling stock cars. Large
mventory of en%nes and accessories includin
O, cale. Monday - Saturday 9-

THOR’S
416-F Medical Center Pkwy.  615-895-6918

CANADA-ON ¢ Mississauga
00 sq. ft. All Trains!
Premier Se ection & Service!
. In store clinics and layouts!
Railfan Headquarters! Quick special orders!
WWW.CVrco.com
CREDIT VALLEY RAILWAY COMPANY LTD.
2900 Argentia Rd. Unit #24  1-800- 464-1730

NEW JERSEY ¢ Mountain Lakes
Direct dealer for LIONEL and MTH. The
largest train store in northern NJ since 1974! 4
S owroomsglus Operating Layout. WE BUY
Lionel Servu::e Station #556.

www.TRAIN-STATION.COM
_ THE TRAIN STATION

12 Romaine Rd. 973-263-1979

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Broomall
Lionel. Amerlcan Flyer LGB Atlas & MTH
0, Standard, O & S gauges
bought sold & traded. Auth. service s atlon
Mon, Wed, Fri 10-9, Tue & Thu 10-7, Sat 10-5
www.nstrains.com
NICHOLAS SMITH TRAINS
2343 West Chester Pike 610-353-8585

TEXAS e Dallas
Official Lionel Layout Builder Since 2001
Traingineer shop/showroom includes;
Custom Layouts, Modulars, Model Stations,
Bridge Kits...come see...there’s always
something new!ll www. TrainWorxStore.com
TW_TRAINWORX
2808 McGowan St. 877-881-4997

CANADA-ON ¢ Toronto (Markham)

Model Railroad Specialists since 1962
Lionel Authorized Dlstrlbutor & Repair Center
| Scales - Special Orders
Closed Mondays www.georgestrains.com

GEORGE’S TRAINS LTD.
550 Alden Rd., Unit 101 905-470-6200

Classic Toy Trains magazine
Fabeuary 3 ot 6226 AM - Q

Beb talks figures on the blog.

Classic Toy '|I'ﬂII\S magazing
o Boad AN - &

64 Classic Toy Trains « May 2020

Want a look at our In-house photo studio? Check out our blog for a peek!

* Updates
» Cool Videos
* So Much More!

Follow Classic Toy Trains on
Facebook for more fun!

Go to facebook.com/ClassicToyTrains today!
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LAYOUT VISIT

Bringing it all

back home

Visit a large, realistic layout
that focuses on the Midwest
where the builder and his
wife grew up.

HOW TO
Blend in a backdrop

A modeler shows you how to
add and blend in a backdrop
even if you don't have much
space to work with.

Still a family affair
Come inside a hobby store
that’s been boosting the toy
train hobby for generations
andis still going strong.

Plus more:
¢ Lionel’s Mercury program
¢ General Models’NW2

® A classic layout reborn

CLASSIC TOY

TRAINS

www.ClassicToyTrains.com




TIPS & TECHNIQUES

WITH THE CTT READERS & STAFF

LEFT: With the
addition of cattle
and some turf, this
unloading pen will
add a distinctive
touch to any layout
or diorama.

An easy-to-make livestock pen

COMMON VINTAGE MARX FENCE SECTIONS KEEP THE CATTLE IN

he basic materials needed

are an 11% x 15%-inch

sheet of clear acrylic, some

5-minute epoxy, cyanoac-
rylate (CA) adhesive, and eight
sections of Marx plastic criss-
cross board fence.

The acrylic sheet, epoxy, and
CA are available at most local
home-improvement centers. Used
Marx criss-cross fence sections
are available inexpensively at

model train and toy soldier shows
as well as through online auc-
tions. If the fence sections are a
little soiled, that’s OK as they’ll
look more realistic! Who's ever
heard of a clean livestock pen?

= GET MOO-VING

This is a great first project or one
to work on with the kids or
grandkids. Half the fun is in visit-
ing shows or online auctions and

collecting the parts! The project
itself can be done over a weekend
or a few nights.

Once you've added O scale cat-
tle or other livestock, you’ll have a
3-section trackside pen that will
add a distinctive touch to your
layout or diorama.

With a larger sheet of acrylic
and more fence pieces, you can
build enough pens for an entire
stockyard. - Eric Beheim

Fig. 1 Begin by
painting one side
of the acrylic sheet
adark“muddy”
brown.

Fig. 2 Using a coping
saw, remove the top
half of each fence
section by cutting
along the top edge
of the middle board.

Fig. 3 From the
discarded top
pieces, carefully cut
off and save the
post caps.

Fig. 4 Using a coping
saw, trim the ends
from two of the
fence sections, then
file them flat. You'll
use them to divide
the pen.

Fig. 5 Arrange the
fence pieces as
shown and glue
them to the unpaint-
ed side of the acrylic
sheet using 5-min-
ute epoxy. Add the
fence caps with CA.

WANTTO
SHARE? Write
to “Tips” at Classic Toy
Trains, P.0. Box 1612,
Waukesha, W153187-
1612, or email us at
tips@classictoytrains.
com and put the word
“tips” in the subject
line. We'll pay you $25
for any tip we publish
unless it was contained
ina previously pur-
chased article.



Lionel is Bringing
Back The 1960s

100-Page Special Issue!

NEW from Classic Toy Trains magazine, Lionel LIO“EL S

Trains of the 1960s. Explore this often-over-
looked era in Lionel’s great postwar history
with 20+ articles looking back at the wonderful
world of toy trains. Keep your childhood
memories alive and stay inspired, no matter
your age.

Focus on the tail end of Lionel’s golden age
one year at a time with imaginative cataloged
and uncataloged ouftfits, exclusive color photos,
seldom-seen historic images of beloved Lionel :
prOdUCtS, and eXCiting diSplayS from The G“IDE' EXCLUSIVE PHOTOS -RARE ITEWS

OM EVERY YEAR

Addams F: amllyTV ShOW. CRCATALIACD VARATINS - A0 oS!

Featured stories include:

* Overview of Lionel in the 1960s -
Discover how Lionel navigated the
end of the 1950s and countered a
challenging market by diversifying
its products.

* The Stars of: 1960- ‘61, ‘62, ‘63, ‘65,
‘66, ‘69 - Review a cataloged item
that was significant for that
particular year.

* The Importance of Uncataloged
Outfits - Lionel reached numerous
local customers with 100s of special
sets, never listed in its catalogs.

¢ Lionel on The Addams Family TV
Show - Understand why Gomez

i ; Kalmbach
Addams played with Lionel train sets. Media

Order Now at:

KalmbachHobbyStore.com/CT13

Sales tax where applicable.

P37630




INTERNATIONAL

TOY TRAIN EXPO

EAU CLAIRE, WISCONSIN

SAT JULY 11— 2020 SUN JULY 12

BUY DSCOUT TICKETS AT

EARLY BIRD
PRICE

Lots of Trains, Vendors, Dealers & Clubs!

www.InternationalToyTrainExpo.org

CHIPPEWA VALLEY Plus: Kids Train Rides, Petting Zoo, Bouncy Houses

E & Slides, Fire Trucks, Sasquatch, Pink Panther, M&M
CENTER Character, NASCAR Race Cars and FREE autographs
Beautiful Air-Conditioned from NASCAR Champion Driver, Matt Crafton

5150 Old Mill Plaza, Eau Claire, WI Camping On-Site

Sponsored by Kalmbach Media, Model Train Classics LLC & Operatlon Life Saver

Il CLASSIC TOV Model uion G FEARY
MENAR DSl AR Trains |Xeet e LiiliL




