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MTH IMPERIAL  
4-6-2 CRUSADER

30-1700-1 NEW HAVEN 
30-1701-1 CN 
30-1703-1 HALLOWEEN

SUPER SALE 
$329.99 EA.

MTH IMPERIAL  
4-6-2 FORTY-NINER SUPER 

SALE 
$329.99 

EA.

MTH IMPERIAL #30-1696-1  
SOUTHERN 4-6-4 STREAMLINE 
HUDSON SUPER SALE $399.99

SUPER 
SALE 
$299.99 
EA.

30-1796-1 AMERICAN FREEDOM TRAIN

MTH IMPERIAL 4-8-4 NORTHERN

SALE $449.99 EA.

MTH IMPERIAL  
NORFOLK & WESTERN 
4-8-4 CLASS J

SALE 
$499.99 EA.

30-1790-1 #604  
30-1791-1 #605 

30-1792-1 #610

LIONEL 2-8-2 LIGHT MIKADO

#84466 GRAND TRUNK 
#84467 MAINE CENTRAL

#84468 NYC 
#84469 PRR 
#84470 SRR 
#84471 UP

BTO

LIONEL LEGACY 4-4-2 A6 
ATLANTIC

BTO

#1931490 ELY THOMAS 
#1931500 LIMA STONE 
#1931510 LIMA LOCOMOTIVE WORKS 
#1931520 LONG BELL 
#1931530 NY & PENNSYLVANIA 
#1931540 ROARING CAMP 
#1931550 SANTA SLEIGH

LIONEL  
2-TRUCK SHAY

BTO

LEGACY

MTH  
S2 6-8-6  
TURBINE

SALE $429.99 EA.

MTH UNION PACIFIC 4-8-8-4 BIG BOY SALE 
$799.99 

EA.

30-1779-1 #4014, OIL 
30-1780-1 #4012, COAL 
30-1781-1 #4017, COAL 
30-1782-1 #4005, COAL

LIONEL NEW YORK CENTRAL  
                 4-8-4 J3 HUDSON

PASSENGER TENDER 
#1931460 BLACK, #5413 
#1931480 BLACK, #5452 
FREIGHT TENDER 
#1931450 BLACK/GRAY, #5405 
#1931470 BLACK/GRAY, #5418

BTO     

MTH IMPERIAL #20-3707-1 SOUTHERN PACIFIC 
4-8-8-2 CAB FORWARD

#20094 BURLINGTON 
#20097 ROCK ISLAND 
#20099 UNION PACIFIC

#84248 SP LINES No. 3800, BLACK 
#84249 SP No. 3805, BLACK 
#84250 SP, DAYLIGHT

LIONEL 2-8-8-4 AC9

BTO

82751 PRR,TUSCAN, 5-STRIPE 
82752 PRR, GREEN, SINGLE STRIPE 
82754 PENN CENTRAL, GREEN

LIONEL SCALE GG-1BTO

LIONEL LEGACY BTO  
#84067 MILWAUKEE ROAD  
HIAWATHA 4-8-4 S3

LION CHIEF PLUS 4-6-2 PACIFIC
LIONEL

#84965 RIO GRANDE 
#84966 NEW YORK CENTRAL 
#84967 PENNSYLVANIA 
#84968 UNION PACIFIC, gray 
#82974 SOUTHERN PACIFIC 
#82976 BETHLEHEM STEEL

SUPER 
SALE  

$299.99 
EA.

LION CHIEF PLUS 
AS 0-4-0

LIONEL

LION CHIEF PLUS 2-8-2 MIKADO

LION CHIEF PLUS 4-6-4 HUDSON

#84934 NYC 
#84935 B&A 

#84936 NKP 
#84937 GN

#82415 DELAWARE LACKAWANNA WESTERN 
#82416 LEHIGH VALLEY 
#82417 PHILADELPHIA READING

LION CHIEF PLUS 4-6-0 CAMELBACK  
& TENDER

SUPER SALE 
$359.99 EA.

LIONEL

LIONEL

    #83511 THOMAS  . . . . . . . .SALE $99.99 
#1823011 PERCY  . . . . . . . . .SALE $84.99 
#1823021 JAMES  . . . . . . . . .SALE $84.99 
#1823031 DIESEL  . . . . . . . . .SALE $84.99

#84943 PRR

LIONEL LEGACY BTO  
#82534  YORK CENTRAL J3A  
STREAMLINE  
HUDSON

LIONEL 4-4-2 E6 ATLANTIC

MTH  
#20-3690-1 NEW YORK CENTRAL 
L-3a MOWHAWK SALE $1,124.99

MTH IMPERIAL  
NEW YORK CENTRAL 4-8-4  
COMMODORE HUDSON

SALE 
$399.99 EA.

30-1737-1 Black 30-1738-1 Gray

MTH #20-3616-1 NORFOLK & WESTERN CLASS A 2-6-6-4

SALE $1,399.99
MTH CHALLENGER 4-6-6-4

SALE $1,499.99 EA.
20-3684-1 UNION PACIFIC, Gray,  20-3687-1 UP, Smoke Deflectors

MTH #20-3612-1 ERIE 
TRIPLEX 2-8-8-8-2

SALE $1,399.99

MTH UNION PACIFIC 4-8-8-4 BIG BOY, COAL TENDER

SALE  
$1,499.99 EA.

20-3717-1 #4006 St. LOUIS, MO 
20-3718-1 #4012, SCRANTON, PA 

20-3719-1 #4017, GREEN BAY, WI  
20-3721-1 #4023 OMAHA, NE

MTH IMPERIAL  
4-6-6-4 CHALLENGER SALE 

$699.99 
EA.

30-1722-1 UNION PACIFIC, White Pinstriping 
30-1724-1 UNION PACIFIC. Black

30-1725-1 RIO GRANDE 
30-1726-1 CLINCHFIELD

30-1762-1 PERE MARQUETTE 30-1764-1 C&O 
30-1765-1 PRR

MTH IMPERIAL 4-6-2 PACIFIC

SALE $419.99 EA. 30-1746-1 WMD 
30-1750-1 US ARMY

MTH IMPERIAL 2-8-4 
BERKSHIRE SALE $419.99 EA.

MTH IMPERIAL #30-1651-1  
LONG ISLAND RAILROAD  
2-8-2 L1 MIKADO SALE $389.99

MTH IMPERIAL  
B6 0-6-0 SWITCHER

30-1709-1 PRR 
30-1710-1 LI 
30-1711-1 B&O 

30-1712-1 UP 
30-1713-1 NH 
30-1714-1 C&NW

SALE 
$399.99 

EA.

MTH IMPERIAL 0-6-0 SWITCHER

30-1660-1 PITTSBURGH & LAKE ERIE $389.99 
30-1658-1 ALASKA .SUPER SALE $349.99

MTH IMPERIAL #30-1721-1 
PENNSYLVANIA 4-6-2 TORPEDO

MTH # 20-3648-1  
NEW YORK CENTRAL EMPIRE EXPRESS 
4-6-4 SUPER SALE $999.99

MTH# 20-3752-1  
SOUTHERN PACIFIC GS4 4-6-2

SALE $1,124.99

MTH #20-3597-1 JERSEY CENTRAL  
4-4-0 AMERICAN

SALE 
$749.99
MTH# #20-3605-1  
WESTERN MARYLAND  
HEAVY PACIFIC 4-6-2

SALE 
$1,029.99

4-6-2 SEMI-SCALE PACIFIC  
WITH TRUE-BLAST PLUS SOUND

#40801 NEW YORK CENTRAL 
#40802 SOUTHERN 
#40803 SANTA FE 
#40804 WABASH

NICELY DETAILED!

THE PRODUCTS WE SELL ARE NOT TOYS AND ARE NOT INTENDED FOR USE BY CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 14. THESE PRODUCTS ARE MODEL RAILROAD EQUIPMENT & ACCESSORIES AND ARE INTENDED FOR USE BY ADULTS.

SUPER SALE 
$174.99  
EA.

BALDWIN 4-6-0 

with SOUND

#40602 CHESAPEAKE & OHIO 
#40607 BALTIMORE & OHIO 
#40608 SOUTHERN PACIFIC

PETER WITT TROLLEY CAR 

with SOUND

#23905 LOS ANGELES 
#23906 ST. LOUIS 
#23910 SAN FRANCISCO

SCALE GG-1 WITH TRUE-BLAST 
PLUS SOUND

SUPER 
SALE 

$299.99 
EA.

#41850 GREEN, 5-Stripe 
#41851 TUSCAN, 5-Stripe 
#41852 GREEN, 1-Stripe 
#41853 SILVER, red stripe

#43152 BALTIMORE & OHIO 
#43158 NEW YORK CENTRAL 
#43160 SANTA FE 
#43162 PRR, SILVER 

 
#43163 UNION PACIFIC 
#43167 DELAWARE & HUDSON 
#43170 MILWAUKEE ROAD

72' SCALE STREAMLINE 4-CAR SETS

72' SCALE HEAVYWEIGHT 4-CAR SETS

#43351 CANADIAN PACIFIC 
#43352 GREAT NORTHERN 
#43354 SANTA FE 

#43356 JC BLUE COMET 
#43357 BALTIMORE & OHIO 
#43360 PULLMAN

18" CARS

BAGGAGE, 2 PULLMANS + OBSERVATION

SUPER SALE 
$259.99 EA.

SUPER SALE SEE ON-LINE
18" CARS

CHUGGINGTON

SUPER SALE  
$21.99 EA.

48001 BOXCAR 
48004 HOPPER CAR, BLUE 
48005 HOPPER CAR, YELLOW 
48006 PASSENGER CAR

40901 BREWSTER

#23201 UNION PACIFIC 
#23202 CANADIAN PACIFIC 
#23203 GULF, MOBILE & OHIO 
#23204 ERIE

SUPER SALE 
$274.99 EA.

ALCO FA-1 AB POWERED & 
DUMMY

#20091 TEXAS SPECIAL

SUPER  
SALE 

$274.99 EA.

FA-2 AA POWERED & DUMMY

SUPER SALE 
$199.99

#20909 ROCK ISLAND FA-1 AA 
POWERED & DUMMY

SUPER SALE 
$179.99 EA.

SUPER SALE $199.99 EA.
PA-1 AA POWERED & DUMMY 

with  
SOUND

#22607 UNION PACIFIC 
#22616 CANADIAN PACIFIC

SALE $399.99

MTH #30-79540   
UNION PACIFIC 
TENDER

SALE 
$136.99

MTH IMPERIAL #30-1695-1  
SANTA FE 4-6-4 STREAMLINE 
HUDSON SALE $418.99

LIONEL NEW YORK CENTRAL  
4-8-4  
NIAGARA

#84960 BLACK, ROAD NO. 6005 
#84961 BLACK, ROAD NO. 6013 
#84962 BLACK, ROAD NO. 6023

LIONEL USRA 2-6-6-2
#85178 BALTIMORE & OHIO 
#85179 BUFFALO ROCHESTER & PITTSBURGH 
#85181 MAINE CENTRAL 
#85184 WESTERN MARYLAND

#1931270 UP #3981 
#1931280 UP #3917

LIONEL VISION LINE 4-6-6-4 
CHALLENGER

84507 NEW YORK CENTRAL #3207 
84508 NEW YORK CENTRAL #113 
84509 NYC #115 
84510 PENN CENTRAL #2 
84511 NYC #101, LIGHTENING STRIPE

DIE-CAST
SUPER  

SALE  
SEE ON-LINE

BTO

BTO

BTO

LIONEL #83504  
BIRTHDAY THOMAS

40902 WILSON

SUPER SALE  
$69.99  
EA.

TRAIN WORLD IS LIONEL‘S LARGEST DEALER IN THE WORLD!

LIONEL  
S2 ELECTRIC

BTO

PASSENGER CARS & ROLING STOCK 

ON-LINE AT  

trainworld.com

LIONEL

#84946 LONG ISLAND

SUPER DEAL 
$299.99  

EA.

SALE $1,399.99 EA.

LIONEL NORFOLK WESTERN                 
4-8-4 CLASS J

#1931340 ROAD NO. 600 
#1931350 ROAD NO. 603 
#1931360 CIRCA 1982, #611 
#1931370 SPIRIT OF ROANOKE, #611 
#1931380 AMERICAN FREEDOM 
#1931390 ROAD NO. 746

BTO

- Limited Quantities All Rights Reserved 
- Minimum UPS standard shipping & handling charge $10.99 
- Prices are subject to change without notice 
- 15% Re-Stocking Fee on returns 03/20F

TRAINWORLD® 
TRAINLAND®

SHOP ON-LINE  
trainworld.com

SIGN UP FOR TRAINWORLD  
E-MAIL SALES & NEWS

E-mail orders @ trainworld.com

TOLL FREE 1-800-541-7010  
INFO 1-718-436-7072 

751 McDonald Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11218

   
 MTH PREMIER MTH RAILKING LIONEL LIONEL WILLIAMS

SUPER SALE SEE ON-LINE

BAGGAGE, 2 COACHES + OBSERVATION

BTOSET INCLUDES 2 LOCOMOTIVES: CENTRAL PACIFIC JUPITER & UNION PACIFIC #119
LIONEL #1923080 POMONTORY SUMMIT 150TH ANNIVERSARY SET

SUPER SALE 
$89.99 EA.

30-1785-1 PENNSYLVANIA #6200 
30-1786-1 PENNSYLVANIA #6201 
30-1787-1 UNION PACIFIC 
30-1788-1 CHESAPEAKE & OHIO

#1931150 SP DAYLIGHT 
#1931160 S.P. LINES 
#1931170 SOUTHERN PACIFIC 
#1931180 UNION PACIFIC 
#1931190 CHICAGO NORTH WESTERN 
#1931200 ILLINOIS CENTRAL 

#1931290  
UNION PACIFIC #3949

30-1794-1 CHESSIE #2101

SUPER SALE  
$6.99 EA.

VENDING MACHINES 
ILLUMINATED

#42621 COLD DRINKS

#42622  
SNACKS

SUPER SALE 
SEE ON-LINE

SUPER SALE $49.99

#84679  
SANTA FE

#81309 SP DAYLIGHT

#84682 SOUTHERN

#84964 ANGELA TROTTA

SUPER 
SALE 

$299.99 
EA.

#83605 PRESIDENTIAL

#83609 CHESAPEAKE & OHIO

#20092 NEW HAVEN

#20093 SANTA FE, BLUE/YELLOW

#83610  
MKT

#1931220 DRG #3800 
#1931230 DRG #3805 Green Boiler 

30-1704-1 UNION PACIFIC 
30-1705-1 SOUTHERN PACIFIC 
30-1706-1 BALTIMORE & OHIO 
30-1707-1 NORFOLK & WESTERN 
30-1708-1 LEHIGH VALLEY

#1931210 CLINCHFIELD #675
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DO YOU HAVE A STORY?

TO SUBMIT AN ARTICLE and photos, email to 
manuscripts@classictoytrains.com, or send 
materials to Classic Toy Trains, 21027 
Crossroads Circle, P.O. Box 1612, Waukesha, WI 
53186. Write the words “Manuscript Enclosed” 
on the envelope. Before preparing an article, 
contact us to determine interest. Article/photo 
guidelines are available at CTT.trains.com. 

If you are a manufacturer or supplier and 

would like to see your products in Product 

News or Reviews, email information and pho-

tos to editor@classictoytrains.com. 

Classic Toy Trains assumes letters, new prod-

uct information, and other unsolicited materi-

als are contributed gratis. We assume no 

responsibility for the safe return of unsolicited 

material.

THINKING BIGGER ABOUT WHAT MAKES ‘A RAILROAD’

W
hen you 
think of toy 
trains, do 
you think 
of realism? 

Twenty years ago, my answer 
would have been a firm “No.” 
In the intervening decades, 
though, I’ve seen and learned 
some things that have shifted 
my opinion.

It might be a matter of 
semantics, but “toy trains” 
really predate “model rail-
roading” as a concept. First, 
there were trains that were 
moved by hand that were pri-
marily meant for children. Once the min-
iature (relatively speaking) electric motor 
came along, and households were electri-
fied, the needle really started to move 
toward “realism.”

Scale O gauge models came to exist, 
and the pastime of “running trains” 
evolved into a hobby.

Al Kalmbach’s first trains were O gauge 
and ran on three rails. They were also very 
rudimentary, but ultimately, made up a 
railroad. Locomotives and cars, on rails, 
going hither and yon, serving industries 

EDITOR’S  DESK
WITH HAL MILLER

Realism is in the eye of the beholder

YOUR MAGAZINE TEAM

Editor
Hal Miller
hmiller@ClassicToyTrains.
com

Copy Editor
Steve Otte
sotte@Kalmbach.com

Managing Editor
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jreich@Kalmbach.com
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Group Technical 
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Elizabeth Weber
lweber@Kalmbach.com

and hauling passengers. That’s a proper 
railway in most people’s book.

That’s also the notion that’s prevailed 
having seen lots of layouts over the past 
couple of decades for me. Once the trains 
start running, you don’t see coupler sizes 
or disparity in scale, or even how many 
rails the track has. You see a realistic rail-
road that’s as fun and as real-life as you 
imagine it.

Indeed, at the center of it all, is fun - 
the reason we run, and collect, and build 
and fix, and simply admire trains.

■ TEXAS & PACIFIC TIME

This month and last have fea-
tured a healthy dose of Ameri-
can Flyer’s S gauge Texas & 
Pacific models. Their distinct 
Swamp Holly Orange and black 
locomotives were not only eye-
catching, but the very name of 
the railroad caprured many a 
young person’s imagination.

So what if the real railroad 
never made it to one of its 
namesake destinations? It would 
hardly be the first to be guilty of 
that. And most that bought the 
models didn’t know or care.

For me, there’s a little bit of a 
personal connection with the T&P. It’s one 
of the first real railroads I remember see-
ing. My cousins lived in a small town in 
Louisiana that was at the end of a T&P 
branch. That piece of railroad, as insignifi-
cant as it was, sticks with me.

Just like those orange and black diesels 
stick with me and a lot of you, too.

Scale and toy train cars mix freely under my desk at work.

Hal Miller, Editor 
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Lionel Operating Train Society
 

The club for O-Gauge Operators! 

For club or car info, visit www.lots-trains.org or call (513) 598-8240

 

Stick with LOTS! 
To help with the toughest jobs on Planet 
Earth, Lionel's double-sheathed Standard O 
boxcar joins the LOTS lineup.  Our Gorilla 
Glue car features opening doors, diecast 
trucks with operating couplers, and under-
frame details.  Just $79  plus S&H. 
ORDER DEADLINE: MARCH 31, 2020. 

 

Join LOTS Today! 
* Switcher magazine (still 6 times/year). 
* Exciting Conventions - Dayton, OH  
    (July 5-11, 2020) 
* Limited edition Lionel cars available  
   exclusively to club members. 

Final production graphics 
                      may vary.  Available only to club members. 

 

 

Expected Delivery: 
                    November, 2020 

mariostrains.com

GIVE US A CALL (540) 868-0025

Authorized 

Lionel, MTH and  

Bachmann dealer

Mention  

this ad for 

FREE shipping 

anywhere in 

continental 

USA
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WITH BOB KELLER

MODERN ERA NOTES

A
s this is written, Christmas has 
not yet happened, and I’m a lit-
tle introspective. As turbulent 
as the world is today, toy trains 

are, for many of us, a calming diversion. 
For others, they are much more than that 
–  a place to let the imagination roam.

Model railroading is fun. Seems obvi-
ous, eh? But many hobbyists in all scales 
strive for perfection – as they see it. This 
may be an exquisitely detailed layout 
based on a certain city, or railroad, or 
even a year. Locomotives 
and rolling stock are era-
appropriate, and if the 
layout models the 1950s, 
you won’t find a Ford 
Mustang in a corner. 

For others it may be a 
railroad that isn’t leaning 
toward realism or detail, 
but instead toward a time 
and place where they 
lived as a child. The most 
enthusiastic cases I can 
think of are layouts based 
on New York or New Jer-
sey in the 1950s or ’60s. 
You’d think they were-
plucked out of episodes 
of the television series 
The Naked City.

You have the freedom 
to do what you want. 
With the exception of a 
few things dealing with 
our pal, Mr. Electricity, or with what can 
be done with certain track radii, every-
thing is wide open.

Want a realistic skyscraper with a 
giant ape on top? Go for it. Want to mix 
road names that didn’t co-exist in the 
same time? Go for it. Want to use your 
Lionel trains to model a railroad in Zim-
babwe or a subway in Jerusalem? It’s been 
done and will probably be done again. 
I’ve also seen some pretty nice layouts 
based on the LTI-era Crayola train set.

There are no real-life railroad police 
in O or S gauges. There are many paths to 

attain the same objective whether you’re 
talking about benchwork, accessory wir-
ing, or methods of making scenery. You 
have total freedom to use your creativity 
in layout construction and decoration. 
Nobody from the O Gauge Layout Plan-
ning Authority will drop by to inspect 
your handiwork.

Speaking of people seeing your handi-
work … I can tell you there’s great satis-
faction in having guests view your toy 
train creation. Sure, you’ll get positive 

comments, but what’s really great is when 
people start to relate their own experi-
ence or note how something on your lay-
out reminds them of their hometown. 
Then there’s that look in their eyes when 
they are transported back decades … all 
because of your work on the tabletop.

In the end, this hobby should be fun. 
It can be a lot of work, but pace yourself 
and enjoy the process. Never let chasing 
your dream become like working a sec-
ond job. Do it because you like it, not 
because you have a timetable to follow. 
Leave that to the real railroads. 

Model railroading is fun
ESPECIALLY IF YOU DO WHAT  

MAKES YOU HAPPY

Ceramic buildings mixed with scale automobiles on a 

toy train layout. Fantastic! It’s your layout, and so you 

decide what looks good on it.

DISPLAY SHELVES FOR

YOUR TRAIN ROOM!
Satin Finish,
Hardened Anodized
Extruded Aluminum
No Brackets Needed
Raised Rails Hold
Your Trains in Place
6 Ft. Lengths,
Expandable with
Joiner Pins Supplied
Special Cutting
Available

Combination “HO/S” Gauge . . . . . . .$14.00
“O” Gauge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$18.00
Combination “O/STD/LGB” Gauge . . .$27.00
Plus UPS Shipping

RAIL STOPS - This
extremely versatile
product is designed
to fit our shelves or
similar shelving from
HO/S gauge or O
gauge to O/STD/LGB
gauge. RAIL STOPS
can be used any
place along your
shelves and will
prevent your trains
from being rolled
along the rails. RAIL
STOPS fit all track and can be used in place of
bumpers on train layouts.
RAIL STOPS are $10.00 per dozen, including
shipping.

GLENN SNYDER DISPLAY SYSTEMS
5940 Woodlee Court • Orchard Park, NY 14127

Toll Free 1-877-852-4676
e-mail: glenn@gsds.com • www.gsds.com

RAIL END CAPS -
The newest
addition to Glenn
Snyder Display
Systems product
line. Designed to
trim the ends of
our shelves or
similar shelving.
RAIL END CAPS will
give a finished
look to the end of
your shelves and

will prevent your trains from being knocked off
the ends.
Please specify when ordering: combination
“HO/S” gauge, “O” gauge or combination
“O/STD/LGB” gauge.
RAIL END CAPS are $3.50 each, any size.
Plus shipping and handling.

ALL PRODUCTS MADE IN USA

You dream it.

www.trainlayouts.com  •  973-366-5788

East Coast Enterprises • Roman Electric

• Complex Multi-Level Track Plans

• TMCC™ and DCS Control Systems

• Multi-Train Operation

• Operating Accessories

• Yards and Switching

• Highly Detailed Scenery

We specialize in:

We build it.
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Visit us at: www.rossswitches.com

1-800-331-1395 Call for Free Color Catalog 

#161              #160

O72 outside 054 inside

#231            #230

O96 outside 072 inside

All RCS Products 
are Proudly Hand
Made in the USA

New
#240RH #241LH curved

O120 outside curve

O96 inside curve

#150RH #151LH curved

O54 outside curve

O31 inside curve

Not Shown

Switches & Track
for all 3 Rail O Gauge & O27 Trains

Demand them from your dealer or call us direct!

A sampling of some of our neat curved switches.
All now available remote control ready to run!

Featur
ing

ALL WOOD TIES

and STEEL RAIL!



STRIP MALL SHOPPING CENTER

SKU# 279-4846 ... $79.99

FROM
NEW!

MADE FROM

EXTRA STRONG

HIGH TENSILE

STRENGTH STEEL!

10" STRAIGHT

By the Case (24 Pieces)
 $37.99 case (279-3464)
 • That's Only $1.58 each!

By the Piece
 $1.99 each (279-3078)

O-72 CURVE

By the Case (24 Pieces)
 $54.99 case (279-3468)
 • That's Only $2.29 each!

By the Piece
 $3.99 each (279-3082)

30" STRAIGHT

By the Case (24 Pieces)
 $69.99 case (279-3465)
 • That's Only $2.92 each!

By the Piece
 $4.99 each (279-3079)

O-31 CURVE

By the Case (24 Pieces)
 $44.95 case (279-3466)
 • That's Only $1.87 each!

By the Piece
 $2.99 each (279-3080)

O-36 CURVE

By the Case (24 Pieces)
 $44.95 case (279-3469)
 • That's Only $1.87 each!

By the Piece
 $2.99 each (279-3085)

O-42 CURVE

By the Case (24 Pieces)
 $44.95 case (279-3467)
 • That's Only $1.87 each!

By the Piece
 $2.99 each (279-3081)

O-54 CURVE

By the Case (24 Pieces)
 $49.99 case (279-3470)
 • That's Only $2.08 each!

By the Piece
 $3.49 each (279-3086)

O-96 CURVE

By the Case (24 Pieces)
 $59.99 case (279-3471)
 • That's Only $2.50 each!

By the Piece
 $3.99 each (279-3099)

FASTRACK™ 

TO TUBULAR

TRANSITION PIECE

10" Long (1 Piece)
 $4.99  (279-3867)

10" Long (2 Pieces)
 $9.99  (279-3868)

16 PIECES PER 72" 
DIAMETER 
CIRCLE

8 PIECES PER 31" 
DIAMETER 
CIRCLE

8 PIECES PER 36" 
DIAMETER 
CIRCLE

12 PIECES PER 42" 
DIAMETER 
CIRCLE

16 PIECES PER 54" 
DIAMETER 
CIRCLE

16 PIECES PER 96" 
DIAMETER 
CIRCLE

THE WORLD'S #1          MANUFACTURER OF TOP QUALITY O GAUGE TUBULAR TRACK! 

FASTRACK

One end mates with
FasTrack™ and one 
end mates with  
tubular track!

SIDEWALK WITH 10 SHOPPERS,  

A COIN-OPERATED HORSE AND  

JACK THE GERMAN SHEPHERD

PREBUILT & 

PRELIT WITH 

32 LED LIGHTS!

SIMULATED TARPAPER 

ROOF WITH FOUR AIR 

CONDITIONING UNITS

FIVE UNIQUE STOREFRONTS,

COMPLETE WITH SIGNAGE AND

DECORATED INTERIORS

LIGHTED BOX & STAKE TRUCKS



FASTRACK

PREBUILT & PRELIT, HANDCRAFTED
LIMITED EDITION ORIGINAL DESIGNS!   

PLUG & PLAY LIGHTED VEHICLES AND ACCESSORIES

LIGHTED 1953 FORDS® 

Available in 16 designs!
SKU# 279-4607-4623 ... $29.99

LIGHTED SHELBYS

Available in 11 styles!
SKU# 279-3800-3805,  
4233-4238 ... $29.99

LIGHTED BILLBOARD 

SKU# 279-4289 ... $29.99

O SCALE VEHICLES 

FEATURE WORKING 

HEADLIGHTS & 

TAIL LIGHTS!

INCLUDES 26 DECALS!
LIGHTED 1956 STAKE TRUCKS

Available in 6 designs!
SKU# 279-4601-4606 ... $29.99

LIGHTED SUVS

Available in 4 colors! 
SKU# 279-4474-4477 ... $29.99

LIGHTED BOX & STAKE TRUCKS

Available in 2 designs! 
SKU# 279-4205-4215 ... $29.99

LIGHTED BOX & STAKE TRUCKS

LIGHTED 2016 SHELBY GT350

SKU# 279-3805 ... $29.99
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▲ PAUL OGIN’S O GAUGE LAYOUT

Most model railroaders prefer to spend many years building a single layout they consider their masterpiece. 

Veteran O gauge hobbyist Paul Ogin takes a very different approach: “I’ve been changing my layouts for 

more than 35 years,” he explains. “I get new ideas and can’t wait to tear one layout down and start a new 

one!” Luckily for us, Paul slowed down long enough from his labors in Wapwallopen, Pa., to snap a Union 

Pacific Electro-Motive SD70ACe from MTH Electric Trains passing a campsite on his latest display.
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▲ ROBERT WITMAN’S O GAUGE LAYOUT

Not all the most entertaining accessories date from postwar days. At least that’s the opinion of Robert 

Witman. To prove his point, he made one of his favorite modern pieces a central feature of his O gauge 

layout in Avon, Ohio. The K-Line no. K703-8011 Dairymen’s League milk car with unloading platform 

promises dependable operation while fitting well into this yard on his 11 x 45-foot display.

▲ NATIONAL TOY TRAIN MUSEUM’S WIDE GAUGE DISPLAY

With many operating layouts to enjoy, visitors to the National Toy Train Museum in 

Strasburg, Pa., can be excused if they miss the historical displays along the walls. Still, 

everyone should check them out, especially the beautiful tribute to the Wide Gauge 

trains and accessories made by the Ives Corp. in the first quarter of the 20th century. 

Engines and cars stand out against the wall made to look like an enlarged Ives box.
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PHOTO ALBUM

◀ JOHN WARD’S O GAUGE LAYOUT

The sharp, neatly defined areas that were 

characteristic of the displays Lionel built 

for its authorized dealers in the 1950s 

have always appealed to John Ward. With 

firm memories of those classic compact 

railroads influencing him, he constructed 

a layout in his home in Park Ridge, N.J., 

featuring postwar trains and accessories. 

While a freight train made up of some of 

his no. 6464-series boxcars drifts past the 

nos. 128 animated newsstand and 132 

passenger station, a no. 60 Lionelville trol-

ley zips down a main line John made 

using sections of Super O track.
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◀ JASON STUCKERT’S  

O GAUGE LAYOUT

Three levels of intense railroad activity over 

an O gauge layout consisting of almost 170 

square feet motivate Jason Stuckert to con-

tinue broadening his skills at making scen-

ery and upgrading structures. However, 

from what we’re seeing on his layout in 

Avon Lake, Ohio, Jason already has refined 

his talents in a remarkable fashion. The 

excellent trackwork and intriguing plan 

promise loads of satisfying operation. 

Expect to see more of Jason’s layout in a 

future issue of Classic Toy Trains.

www.ClassicToyTrains.com    13

PLEASE SEND your best pictures 

to CTT Photo Album, 21027 Cross-

roads Circle, Waukesha, WI 53187-

1612 or email them to photoal-

bum@ClassicToyTrains.com. Digital 

photos must be taken with the 

camera set at the largest-possible 

file size. Include your name, 

address, and daytime telephone 

number; a description of each 

image; and the name of the pho-

tographer or layout owner. If your 

photo is published, we will pay you 

$50 as long as we have not previ-

ously bought the photo.

For more on photos specs, please 

go to www.ClassicToyTrains.com/

SubmissionGuidelines.

WANT TO CONTRIBUTE?

▼ PATRICK JEAN’S O GAUGE  

MODEL RAILROAD

Authentic, gritty, and compact – these are 

the terms that come to mind when seeing 

the photo Patrick Jean took of his O gauge 

layout. A resident of Montreal, he strives to 

replicate the feel of an urban railroad fer-

rying raw materials, such as the coal in the 

Lehigh Valley hopper, to distributors and 

factories. Look for more shots of Patrick’s 

realistic and compact display in an upcom-

ing issue of Classic Toy Trains.



WITH RENE SCHWEITZER

VIDEO PLUS

Each item is thoughtfully placed into a 
scene. For example, one of the structures 
has debris next to it, so Jenny adds two 
men carrying garbage cans nearby. 

Need a way to quickly add a bunch of 
road stripes? David has suggestions for 
those too, and the results look great! Look-
ing for miscellaneous clutter? Jenny makes 
pallets you can place next to a factory.

What’s helpful is that information is 
provided about each product David and 
Jenny use, including the manufacturer’s 
website. You won’t be left wondering 
where to find similar items.

D
etails go a long way in adding 
realism to your O or S gauge lay-
out. A few strategically placed 
people, benches, and clutter can 

make scenes come to life. 
A couple of years ago, MR Video Plus 

built an O gauge project railroad called 
the City Terminal & Transfer Railway. 
Episode 15: “Details-o-Plenty,” with hosts 
David Popp and Jenny Freeland, covers a 
number of easy-to-do scenery projects.

In addition to showing how to place 
figures in scenes, David shares a neat tip 
for leveling the feet of unbalanced figures. 

Details make the difference
ADD A SCENIC BOOST TO YOUR LAYOUT

Want helpful how-to videos? With subscription to www.MRVideoPlus.

com, you can view all videos 24/7/365! Plus, you’ll see all the other toy train vid-

eos in the MRVP library. Subscribe at MRVideoPlus.com/27deal

Visit MRVideoPlus.com/CTTRY15 to 
watch the video. I dare you not to visit 
your local hobby store after watching to 
search for your own detail pieces. And if 
scenery isn’t your thing, there are 14 other 
CT&T videos available on MRVP, cover-
ing a wide variety of subjects from bench-
work to track! 

The Best Toy Train Club on the Planet!™
lionelcollectors.org

L AIONEL     AMERICCOLLECTORS
C L U B of

EST 1970

A THE POLAR EXPRESS and all related characters and elements © & ™ Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. 

Collector’s “Must Have”  Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” Collector’s “Must Have” 

THE POLAR EXPRESS ™ Skiing Hobo Observation Car, only from the LCCA
If you are not a member of the Lionel Collectors Club of 

America (LCCA), this deal is for you! Buy this exclusive Skiing 
Hobo Observation Car for $95 and receive a year’s membership 
free! 

Membership Beneits 
•  Five free issues a year of the LCCA magazine – The Lion Roars 
•  Four free issues a year of the LCCA buy/sell magazine – 

InterChange Track 
•  Free access to the exclusive Lionel digital archives dating 

back to 1900
•  Free access to the Members Only sections of the LCCA website

•  Lionel product catalogs mailed to your door – Free 
•  Access to the annual LCCA national conventions
 •  Opportunities to buy other exclusive LCCA/Lionel products
	 To	order,	call	the	LCAA	business	ofice	at	815-223-0115	during	
regular business hours. Current members can also order the Skiing 
Hobo Car and extend their membership one year by calling the 
business	ofice.
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O Gauge Rolling Stock 
MTH2064089 UP Bush 41 Baggage Car ... $89.99 
MTH209214X 8/9 Flat w. Ambulance 4Pk $284.99 
MTH209215X 0/1 Flat w. Tank 4Pk .......... $299.99 
MTH3068127 UP Bush 41 Baggage Car ... $69.99 
MTH3075597 Conrail Map Hopper Car ..... $47.99 
MTH3075613 IPL 4 Bay Hopper ................ $47.99 
MTH3076546 PRR Flat w. Trailer .............. $54.99 
LIO684828 BNSF 66’ Mill Gon w. Graffiti ... $61.99 
LIO684829 BNSF 66’ Mill Gondola ............ $61.99 
LIO684831 GNTX 66’ Mill Gon w. Graffiti... $61.99 
LIO684833 GNTX 66’ Mill Gondola ............ $61.99 
LIO684838 A&O 66’ Mill Gondola .............. $61.99 
LIO684841 S&H 66’ Mill Gondola .............. $61.99 
LIO684855 TTX Husky Stack ..................... $98.99 
LIO684861 BNSF Husky Stack .................. $98.99 
LIO68487X 2/3 PRR 50’ Flat w. Trailer ...... $89.99 
LIO68487X 4/5 TTX 50’ Flat w. Trailer ....... $89.99 
LIO68487X 6/7 UP 50’ Flat w. Trailer ......... $89.99 
LIO68492X 0/1 Conrail Cylindrical Hopper $67.99 
LIO68492X 2/3 CSX Cylindrical Hopper .... $67.99 
LIO685066 TTX Husky Stack w. EOT ...... $112.99 
LIO685069 AZRC Husky Stack w. EOT ... $112.99 

MTH Engines 
MTH2037081 SP 4-8-8-2 AC-6 ............. $1349.99 
MTH2037451 RBM&N 4-6-2 Pacific ........ $999.99 
MTH2037501 SP GS4 ........................... $1099.99 
MTH2037581 SP GS4 w. Lights ............ $1299.99 
MTH2057011 NJT ALP46 ........................ $464.99 
MTH2057091 Amtrak AME-7 #920 .......... $429.99 
MTH20206481 NS GP38-2 W. PS3 ........ $409.99 
MTH20207941 Amtrak F40PH Veterans  $409.99 
MTH20207951 Metra F40PH w. PS3 ...... $409.99 
MTH20207981 Metrolink F40 .................. $419.99 
MTH20208091 Reading SD70Ace PS3 .. $409.99 
MTH202081XX 31-41 Santa Fe GP60M . $409.99 
MTH20208221 UP AC6000 (Flag) PS3 ... $409.99 
MTH202085XX 71/81 NJ Transit E8 A .... $399.99 
MTH202086XX 81/91 Rio Grande GP9 .. $429.99 
MTH20208761 USMC 44 Ton  ................ $399.99 
MTH20208801 Strasburg 44 Ton ............ $399.99 
MTH202088XX 71/81 PRR 44 Ton.......... $399.99 
MTH20209041 Illinois Central GP38-2 .... $429.99 
MTH202091XX 71/81 NS ES44DC ......... $439.99 
MTH202092XX 11/21 CSX ES44DC ....... $439.99 
MTH20209461 Lehigh Valley Boxcab ..... $439.99 
MTH20209601 KCS SD70 Ace ............... $429.99 
MTH20209751 Lehigh Valley 44 Ton ....... $379.99 
MTH20209951 CSX SD40-2 #8888 ........ $449.99 
MTH202099XX 11/21 RJ Corman SD40 . $449.99 
MTH20209951 CSX SD40-2 #8888 ........ $449.99 
MTH20211381 Reading FT A Unit ........... $399.99 
MTH30203561 RS33S Work Train 4 pk .. $399.99 
MTH30203631 Southern ES44AC .......... $284.99 
MTH30203941 N&W E-8 AA Diesel ........ $339.99 
MTH30204041 GM SW-8 w. PS3 ............ $277.99 
MTH30204381 Amtrak E8 AA w. PS3 ..... $349.99 
MTH30204571 PRR RS-3 ....................... $294.99 
MTH30204701 Amtrak F40 Veterans ...... $294.99 
MTH30204721 NS Dash 8 w. Lights ....... $339.99 
MTH30204731 UP Dash 8 w. Lights ....... $339.99 
MTH30205001 UP E-3 AA ....................... $339.99 
MTH30205351 Santa Fe FP45  .............. $309.99 
MTH30205461 Lehigh Valley RS3 .......... $304.99 
MTH30205571 NS Dash 8 w. PS3 .......... $309.99 
MTH30205591 SF Dash 8 w. PS3 .......... $309.99 
MTH30205651 Reading NW2 w. PS3 ..... $299.99 

Nicholas Smith EXCLUSIVES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

**SALE ITEMS** 
O Locomotives 

Lionel Locos below are sold without warranty 
LIO611424 Pacific 4-6-2 Pilot ..................$900.00 
LIO681190 WP Heavy Mikado .................$875.00 
LIO681191 Erie Heavy Mikado ................$875.00 
LIO681193 W&LE Heavy Mikado ............$875.00 
LIO681994 NKP Heavy Mikado ...............$875.00 
LIO682213 KCS Naked Bell ES44AC.. ....$450.00 
LIO68221X 8/9 FEC ES44AC ...................$450.00 
LIO682238 Southern Alco PA AA ............$550.00 
LIO682535 NYC J3a Hudson PT Tender  $990.00 
LIO682537 NYC J3a Hudson J3 Tender   $990.00 
LIO683203 Chessie T-1 #2102 ...............$1295.00 
MTH20207531 Red Arrow Liberty Liner .$449.99 

Lionel Passenger Cars 
LIO625727 WP 18” Aluminum 2 Pack ....$199.99 
LIO625731 CB&Q 18” Aluminum 2 Pack $199.99 
LIO681769 Chessie Baby Madison 2 Pk ..$84.99 
LIO681773 SP Daylight Baby Madis 2 Pk $84.99 
LIO681774 SP Daylight Baby Madis 2 Pk $84.99 
LIO681778 SF Baby Madison 2 Pk #1 ......$84.99 
LIO681779 SF Baby Madison 2 Pk #2 ......$84.99 
LIO681783 CP Baby Madison 2 Pack #1 ..$84.99 
LIO681784 CP Baby Madison 2 Pack #2 ..$84.99 

O Freight Cars & Accessories 
LIO615084 GN High-Cube Boxcar ............$29.99 
LIO615098 Lone Ranger Boxcar ...............$39.99 
LIO625050 BC Hi Cube Boxcar .................$24.99 
LIO627286 PW Scale 6464 2pk .................$84.99 
LIO627496 Polar RR Covered Hopper ......$43.99 
LIO639362 Thomas Kinkd Emerald Box ..$37.99 
LIO681706 Frisco 86’ Boxcar 2 Pack ......$109.99 
LIO682664 B&LE Gondola & Flatcar ......$109.99 
LIO682667 DT&I Gondola & Flatcar .......$109.99 
MTH2090896 CN 4 Bay Hopper 6 Pk ......$254.99  
MTH2093661 US Army Waffle Boxcar ......$49.99 
MTH2095158 LIRR Flat w. Trailer ..............$53.99 

Lionel Legacy Locomotives 
LIO68227X 4/5 B&O/Chessie SD40 ....... $450.00 
LIO68227X 8/9 Grand Trunk SD40 ......... $450.00 
LIO68228X 0/1 MOPAC SD40 ................. $450.00 
LIO68228X 2/3 Conrail SD40 .................. $450.00 
LIO682284 Conrail Savings Bond SD40$450.00 
LIO682754 PC Vison GG1 #4828 .......... $1239.99 
LIO682755 Amtrak Vison GG1 #926 ...... $1239.99 
LIO6827XX 59/60 NS SD90MAC ............. $543.99 
LIO68279X 6/7 Conrail SD38 ................... $554.99 
LIO68279X 8/9 DM&IR SD38 ................... $554.99 
LIO68280X 2/3 PC SD38 ......................... $554.99 
LIO682808 UP FEF-3 #8444 .................. $1424.99  
LIO682829 B&O E7 AA ............................ $849.99 
LIO682830 CB&Q E7 AA ........................ $700.00 
LIO6831XX 98/99 Reading T1 ............... $1439.99 
LIO68337X 2/3 Great Northern SD45 ...... $549.99 
LIO683385 CSX NW2 .............................. $449.99 
LIO683392 Union Railroad NW 2 ............. $449.99 
LIO683401 Milwaukee Road H16-44 ...... $370.00 
LIO68340X 5/6 Southern H16-44 ........... $370.00 
LIO683420 NS Veterans SD60E ............. $400.00 
LIO683421 NS Go Rail SD60E ............... $400.00 
LIO683422 NS First Responders ........... $400.00 
LIO68406X 4-6 Milwaukee Road S-3 ..... $1529.99 
LIO684067 Milwaukee Road Fantasy S3$1529.99 
LIO684068 DL&W S-3 ............................ $1529.99 
LIO684075 ACL E8 AA ............................. $899.99 
LIO684081 Conrail E8 AA ........................ $899.99 
LIO684084 EMD E8 A .............................. $584.99 
LIO684088 NYC E8 AA  ........................... $899.99 
LIO684101 CSX SD70ACe #4843 ........... $549.99 
LIO684102 EMDX SD70ACe #72 ............ $549.99 
LIO684237 Cass Scenic 3 Truck Shay ... $1349.99 
LIO684238 Elk River 3 Truck Shay ........ $1349.99 
LIO684240 West Side Lumber 3 Truck .. $1349.99 
LIO684249 SP AC-9 #3805 .................... $1719.99 
LIO684250 SP AC-9 Daylight ................. $1719.99 
LIO68426X 0/1 CSX SD40 ....................... $584.99 
LIO684263 PRR SD40 #6089 .................. $584.99 
LIO68426X 4/5 Southern SD40 ................ $584.99 
LIO68426X 8/9 Western Maryland SD40 . $584.99 
LIO68427X 0/1 B&O GP9 Torpedo .......... $494.99 
LIO68427X 4/5 Milwaukee Road GP9 ..... $494.99 
LIO68427X 6/7 NKP GP9 Torpedo ........... $494.99 
LIO68428X 0/1 Wabash GP9 Torpedo ..... $494.99 
LIO68428X 2/3 BN U33C ......................... $521.99 
LIO68428X 4/5 D&H U33C ...................... $521.99 
LIO68429X 2/3 PC U33C ......................... $521.99 
LIO68440X 0/1 BN SD60M ...................... $544.99 
LIO68440X 7/8 CSX SD60M .................... $544.99 
LIO684410 NS SD60M ............................. $544.99 
LIO684508 NYC S2 Electric #113 ............ $719.99 
LIO684510 PC S2 Electric #4710 ............ $719.99 
LIO684512 S2 Electric Set ....................... $869.99 
LIO68462X 2/3 D&RGW SD40T-2 ........... $539.99 
LIO68462X 4/5 KCS SD40T-2 ................. $539.99 
LIO68462X 7/8 GECX SD40T-2 ............... $539.99 
LIO684659 Milwaukee Road E6 AA ......... $899.99 
LIO684662 UP E6 AA ............................... $899.99 
LIO684687 NKP Berkshire #765 ............ $1349.99 
LIO684690 W&LE Berkshire #2716 ....... $1349.99 
LIO684965 L&N Berkshire #1992 .......... $1349.99 
LIO684843 GE Demo AC6000 Green ...... $584.99 
LIO68484X 4/5 GE Demo AC6000 Red ... $584.99 
LIO68484X 8/9 CSX Diversity AC6000 .... $584.99 
LIO684945 PRSL E-6 Atlantic #6009 ....... $719.99 
LIO684946 Long Island E-6 Atlantic ......... $719.99 
LIO684953 PRR Coal Hauler Set ............. $999.99 
LIO68496X 0-2 NYC Visionline Niagara $1709.99 
LIO685024 NYC SW7 .............................. $449.99 
LIO68503X 0/1 B&P SD45 ....................... $539.99 

www.nicholassmithtrains.com 

 
NICHOLAS SMITH TRAINS 

MODEL RAILROADING FOR ALL SEASONS® 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE, or GIVE US A CALL 

2343 West Chester Pike Broomall, PA 19008  
Just 1 Minute off I-476 Exit 9 

March 2020 Classic Toy Trains Ad ● 109 Years Selling Lionel 
Prices Subject to Change Without Notice. Store Hours M,W,F 10-9 � T&TH 10-7 � Sat 10-5 � Sun 10-5 (Nov-Dec) 

 
 

MIN. Order: $30.00 -15% Restocking Fee on Returns  
Product information (610) 353.8585 

ORDERS ONLY: (800) 848.9119 ● Fax (610) 359.9846 
Most domestic orders will follow shipping schedule below* 

$0.00 - $500.00 - $13.00 
$500.01- $1100.00 - $17.00 

$1100.01 - $1500.00 - $26.00 
*Orders with Track, Power & Control Devices, Sets, Expansion 
Packs, Oversized Items, & SALE ITEMS will be charged Actual 

Shipping 
 No P.O. Box’s, PA Residents Add 6% Sales Tax 

Not responsible for typographical errors   

MTH2062073 - Green 

MTH2057191 Amtrak 
AEM-7 #942 Chrome 
Body w. Retirement 

Trip Sounds $444.99 

LIO685307  
  Nicholas Smith Operat-

ing Hobby Shop  
$249.99 

MTH20207751 Amtrak 
44 Ton #1100  

$399.99 

MTH30204031 Wilmington  
& Western SW1     $299.99 

MTH20207721 NJT 
P40 #4800 Genesis 

 $444.99 
MTH20207731 NJT 
P40 #4803 Genesis 

 $444.99 

MTH20207741 ConDot 
P40 #836   $444.99  

 
Strasburg 5 Packs 
1 Combo, 4 Coach 

$449.99 



COMEBACK KID: S&W Parts 

Supply, which suffered a devas-

tating fire in December 2018, is 

back in business and is marking 

the occasion with two custom-

run Lionel boxcars. Two road 

numbers are available: “1975” 

(the year the company was 

founded) and “2019.” The O 

gauge cars cost $85 each plus 

$7.75 shipping or both for $160 

plus $15 shipping. Order from 

S&W Parts Supply, 762 Whitney 

Dr., Niskayuna, NY 12309-3018 

email trains@sandwparts.com. 

S&W is also accepting prewar 

and postwar Lionel trains and 

accessories for repairs.

BUILD IT FAST: New from RRinaBOX by 

Alley Friends Architects is the Longed-Eared 

Owl QuickieLine Kit. With it, one can build 

layouts in O and S scale. It contains 

unpainted precision cut and clearly identi-

fied pieces of foam board that can be glued 

together to form four 36" x 24" modules. The 

modules are bolted together to make a 72" x 

48" layout. Kits include an illustrated hand-

book and a 90-minute instructional video. 

Cost is $579 plus shipping. For more infor-

mation visit rrinabox.com or contact Al 

Johnson at rrinabox@verizon.net

FUEL FOR THOUGHT: Model the oilfields of the Southwest 

and you must have realistic pumps. Atlas O has answered this 

need with an operating accessory. The factory-assembled and 

wired O gauge oil pump operates on alternating current or 

direct current (8 to 22 volts) and is available in three color 

schemes, each priced at $89.95. See your local retailer or con-

tact Atlas O, 378 Florence Ave., Hillside, NJ 07205; 908-687-

0880. For more information, go to www.atlasrr.com
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WITH THE CTT STAFF

PRODUCT NEWS

WANT TO SUBMIT A PRODUCT?   
Send complete ordering information and a large, hi-res 
photo file to hmiller@kalmbach.com or on a CD by mail 
to Hal Miller, Classic Toy Trains magazine, P.O. Box 1612, 
Waukesha, WI 53187-1612.



COLORFUL CONSIST: Add some color to your O gauge trains 

with a pair of brand-new covered hopper cars from Menards. The 

nos. 27905271 Alberta and 279-5273 Burlington Northern feature 

opening hatch doors with removable covers. Each hopper is 

priced at $19.99 plus shipping; or select free shipping to a local 

Menards store. Order at www.menards.com/trains
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PRODUCT NEWS

TURN OF THE SCREWS: Anyone interested 

in repairing Lionel postwar locomotives knows 

reproduction screws must match what origi-

nally was used on the O gauge F3s and Train 

Masters. Packaged assortments of screws can 

be purchased from L&L Model Train Restoration 

Co., 1 Orient Way, Ste. F-348, Rutherford, NJ 

07070. Minimum orders of $15 plus shipping. 

For more information and to download a free 

catalog outlining the painting services and 

parts available, go to www.LenCarparelli.com 
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GOING GREEN: Woodland Scenics has added Peel ’n’ Place tufts in more 

colors and styles for O and S gauge. They include light and medium green 

grass tufts; red and violet flowering tufts; brown and yellow seeding tufts; 

brown-tipped, dark green, light green, and medium green prairie grass; 

and light and medium green edging strips, and everything is priced at 

$9.99 each. See your retailer or contact Woodland Scenics, P.O. Box 98, Linn 

Creek, MO 65052. For information, visit www.woodlandscenics.com

TRAINS 

& TRAVEL
WORLDWIDE TRAIN TOURS
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Visit our website for details

www.traintrips.biz

P.O. Box 312 • Portola, CA 96122 

1 (800) 359-4870 • (530) 836-1944

• New England Fall Colors

• Steam in the Andes of Ecuador 

• European Train Tours

• Argentina-Bolivia-Peru 

• Private Rail Cars in the USA

Great Train Shows 
Quality Train Shows  

Coast To Coast 
Sat & Sun 10am - 4pm 

FOR INFO OR TO EXHIBIT AT A SHOW CONTACT:  

280 Carlton Drive, Carol Stream, IL 60188 
Phone: (630) 290-1962 · Info@TrainShow.com 

Greenberg Shows 
America’s Premier 
Train & Toy Show 

Sat & Sun 10am - 4pm  
January 18-19 � Richmond, VA 
Richmond Raceway Complex 
February 8-9 � Secaucus, NJ 
Meadowlands Expo Center 

February 15-16 � Wilmington, DE  
Chase Center on the Riverfront 
February 15-16 � Hampton, VA 

Hampton Roads Convention Center 
February 22-23 � Monroeville, PA 

Monroeville Convention Center 
February 29 - March 1 � Edison, NJ  

New Jersey Expo Center 
March 28-29 � Wilmington, MA 

Shriners Auditorium 

200 Booths of Manufacturers & Retailers! 

Huge Riding Train For Kids—FREE! 

HUGE Operating Model Railroads! 

Demos, Seminars, New Products and Much More! 

And Major Manufacturers Including: Bachmann, Lionel, MTH, Kato,  

Walthers, Scale Trains, Piko Athearn and More! 

DuPage County Fairgrounds 9am-3pm 
County Farm & Manchester, Wheaton, IL 60187 

Largest Monthly Train Show in the US 

Feb. 8-9 � Chantilly, VA   Dulles Expo Center 

Feb. 15-16 � Hampton, VA   Hampton Roads Convention Ctr 

Feb. 29 & Mar. 1 �  Saint Paul, MN   RiverCentre 

Feb 9 Mar 8 Apr 5 May 3 June 14 

January 18-19 � Puyallup, WA 
Puyallup Fair and Event Center 
January 25-26 � Portland, OR 

Portland Expo Center 
February 1-2 � Ventura, CA 

Seaside Park Ventura Cty Fairgrounds 
February 1-2 � Saint Charles, MO 
Saint Charles Convention Center 
February 8-9 � Indianapolis, IN 

Indiana State Fairgrounds 
February 8-9 � Costa Mesa, CA 

Orange County Fairgrounds 
February 22-23 � Novi, MI 

Suburban Collection Showplace 
February 22-23 � San Jose, CA 
Santa Clara County Fairgrounds 
March 21-22 � Pleasanton, CA 
Alameda County Fairgrounds 

March 28-29 � Dayton, OH 
Montgomery County Fairgrounds 

CTT • 01/01/14 • BW • 1/12

Just 90 miles north of Detroit, just off I-75.

410 Court St.
Saginaw, MI 48602

989-793-4753
Mon.-Sat. 9:30-5:30

www.brasseurelectrictrains.com

989-793-6887

ELECTRIC TRAINS

OVER 25,000 PARTS

40 years of Lionel service and sales. 
Authorized MTH service and sales.

Best Source for K-LINE parts.

www.miannebenchwork.com

The Fast Track to Layout Construction
Model 06-24  12’x16’ overall

www.miannebenchwork.com
Send $1 for catalog or visit us on the web at:

MIANNE

The Fast Track to Layout ConstructionThThTTT iitt

IT’S TIME FOR THE

ROLLING STOCK

TO START

ROLLING....

Model 06-24  12’x16’ overall

Customizable BenchworkCustomizable BenchworkCustomizable Benchwork

Foley Woodworking 44 Union St., Attleboro, MA 02703
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SUPER STATIONS: Perfect for 

influencing your modeling or 

bringing back memories is Great 

Train Stations, the latest special-

interest publication from Classic 

Trains magazine. This 108-page 

perfect-bound publication explores 

stations from railroading’s golden 

age. It has maps, floor plans, and 

rare color photos. Priced at $12.99 

plus shipping, Great Train Stations is 

available from Kalmbach Media, 

P.O. Box 1612, Waukesha, WI 53187-

1612. Order by going to www.

KalmbachHobbyStore.com

HEY! NEW BLU-RAY: The first 

Blu-Ray disc produced by TM Books 

& Video has arrived. The Train Lay-

outs of Norm Charbonneau invites 

viewers to spend time with one of 

today’s best O gauge modelers. 

Norm has taken the quest for real-

ism to a new level. The 76-minute 

video sells for $19.99 plus shipping 

and can be ordered from TM Books 

& Video, P.O. Box 9228, Michigan 

City, IN 46361; 800-892-2822. 

has 1,900+ new titles, all at discount

Domestic shipping FREE over $63.00

International Service.

Book search.

www.railroadbooks.biz

railroadbooks.biz

NEW TITLES ARRIVING WEEKLY

worldwideshipping!
1650 Sierra Ave. Suite 203 Yuba City, CA 95993

• Huge in-stock inventory
•Website updated daily

Call 530-673-6776
westerndepot.com

Hours: 
Tuesday-Saturday 10:00-5:30

Everything Model Trains!

Looking to build a new layout?

Visit our website, give us a call or stop in to your  

local dealer and ask for GarGraves Track Products.

GarGraves Trackage Corp.

8967 Ridge Road

North Rose, NY 14516

315-483-6577

email gargraves@gargraves.comwww.GarGraves.com

We have been manufacturing track, switches, operating  

and special tracks for 80 years.

Look no further, GarGraves has what you need for your model railroad empire!
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Q 
I have a Lionel postwar set. The 

engine is a no. 239 Scout-type 2-4-2 

steamer with a no. 234W whistling 

tender. I have a new Lionel no. 81495 

40-watt power supply running a small oval 

made of FasTrack sections. There aren’t any 

accessories. There is wiring on each side of 

the straights going to the transformer.

The tender whistles only when the 

throttle control is set at 60 or lower. Also, 

when you push the whistle button, the 

5-car train slows way down. What is the 

problem? –  Mike Smith, Kelso, Wash.

A 
There are several issues at hand. 
First and foremost is the condition 
of the tender. If the motor and 

relay, along with the associated wiring, are 
not in good order, the whistle will cause 
problems. Remember also that the ground 
path for the whistle is through the frame 
and ultimately through the trucks and 
wheels. If that ground path is not clean, 
the whistle may not operate correctly.

The relay in the tender uses what’s 
known as “DC Offset.” Your transformer, 
like postwar ones, does also, but in differ-
ent ways. The main difference is postwar 
transformers also add about 5 volts to the 
circuit for a few reasons, but one is to 
compensate for the whistle motor.

The fact that your transformer doesn’t 
do this may be one reason the train slows 
down. Further, your having to use a lower 

voltage to trigger it is an anomaly of the 
original design. Without going into the 
theory behind it all, the relay is designed 
to operate at 10 or 11 volts. At higher volt-
ages, the offset becomes more apparent to 
the relay; at a high enough voltage, it will 
close without the whistle controller.

All told, the problem you have is prob-
ably due to both the transformer and the 
tender. The tender possibly is not in per-
fect operating order, and the transformer 
isn’t designed for the purpose of closing a 
shaded pole relay.

SLIDING SHOES DON’T ACTIVATE

Q 
I have several postwar Lionel oper-

ating cars that use sliding shoes to 

activate their mechanism. In some 

cases, I can’t get them to operate on a tra-

ditional O-27 remote-control track (that is a 

section with the two “extra” rails), though 

they will operate when I apply 12 volts to 

the shoes directly from wires connected to 

the transformer. I’ve checked the extra rails 

on the RCS track, and they are putting out 

the required voltage. I think there is no 

direct contact between the rails and the 

sliding shoes. Is there some way to adjust 

the shoes or the rails to correct this? – John 

Gottcent, Evansville, Ind.

A 
All postwar operating cars with 
sliding shoes should work on the 
no. 6019 operating track section. 

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
WITH JOSEPH L. MANIA & THE CTT STAFF

WHY WON’T THE NO. 239 STEAMER SQUAWK 
WITH A NEW TRANSFORMER?

Quirky postwar whistle

A Lionel 40-watt transformer should be  

able to handle the whistle on a postwar no. 239 

steamer and tender. Yet it does so inconsistently, 

often leaving a train dragging behind them.

Jon Ulbright presents the 5th

Mt. Hope 

Train & Toy Show 
Saturday, February 29th, 2020

10:00 AM – 4:00 PM
Admission: Adults $5.00 • Children 12 and under FREE

All Gauges & Parts

Running Layouts

Farm & Vintage 
Toys

Die-Cast Models

Books & Videos

600+ Dealer 
Tables

NASCAR Items

Free Parking

Catered by Mrs. 
Yoder’s Kitchen

FEATURING:

Mt. Hope Event Center, 8076 St. Rt. 241, Mt. Hope, OH 44660
(If using GPS:  8076 St. Rt. 241, Millersburg 44654)

Phone: 330-262-7488 • Email: cathijon@sssnet.com

Sponsored by CJ Trains, LLC  •  www.cjtrains.com

S&W PARTS SUPPLY

 

LIONEL PARTS DEALER AND AUTHORIZED 

SERVICE STATION #91 PROVIDING  

EXPERT REPAIRS TO PREWAR, POSTWAR 

AND ALL MODERN LIONEL EQUIPMENT

NY Sales Tax (where applicable) & shipping

762 Whitney Dr., Niskayuna, NY 12309

TEL - (518) 280-5197
Hours: Tuesday - Friday: 9-5PM EST

EMAIL: trains@sandwparts.com

WEB: www.sandwparts.com

WE’RE BACK!
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You’ve done most of the diagnosis, finding 
that the cars and your track section are in 
electrical operating order. That leaves the 
mechanical conditions of the slide shoes 
in relation to the operating rails.

The track is easy to check, as damage 
to the fiber board holding the rails is easy 
to see after checking the top and bottom 
of the section. If the fiber board is broken, 
the rails can sink and so fail to come in 
contact with the rivet head in the shoe.

That brings us to the shoes. The rivet 
holding the shoe together, and in the truck 
itself, doubles as the contact for the rail. 
What you see in the center of the shoe is 
actually the head of the rivet. As the car 
passes over the control track, the head 
slides over the rail; over time, it will wear 
down. This is probably causing yours not 
to touch the rails. 

Additionally, the spring that pushes the 
shoe down may be worn. The wires may 
not be as flexible as they once were and so 
are pulling the shoes up a bit.

Because you may not know the service 
history of the cars, someone could have 
replaced the original shoes. The origin of 

the parts and their replacement method 
may cause problems. The original parts 
were made of Bakelite, and the rivet had a 
rounded head. Some reproduction shoes 
are molded out of a different kind of plas-
tic, one that (unlike the original thermo-
setting type) melts after being formed.

Another cause is that some reproduc-
tion rivets have the wrong head shape. I’ve 
seen some that, even with the proper 
replacement methods, don’t work because 
the head is shorter. 

Lastly, the person replacing the shoes 
must first rivet the assembly together with 
the proper tools to the proper degree of 
tightness. Cinching the rivet too much can 
cause the head to recede into the shoe. 
Also, since the shoe can deform with heat, 
properly soldering the wire to the rivet 
becomes critical. Too much heat can cause 
the same thing.

All in all, John, I’d say you’re on the 
right course. It may be easier to replace 
the shoes and the wires. 

The sliding shoes on Lionel operating 

cars facilitated the activation of a 

mechanism when they were stopped 

on a special remote-control track 

section designed with five rails.

���������������

�����������
���
		

�����������
��

������������������������

�������������
�������

 
­­­�������������������

LIONEL MTH TRAINS

11139 Milw 2-8-2 Mikado w/TMCC 749.00 81137 BNSF SD70MAC #9858 w/Legacy 549.00 14491 Pennsy 0-6-0 B-6 Switcher PS 2 399.95

11152 D&RG Lionmaster Challenger 829.95 82023 Saw Mill w/Sound & CC 199.95 16211 S.P. 4-8-4 GS-4 w/PS 3 449.95

11181 C.N. GP-9 Piggy Back Set w/Legacy 699.95 82035 Crane Sounds Work house 129.95 16501 S.P. 4-8-8-2 Cab Forward Frt Set 769.95

11201 W.M. 4-6-6-4 Challenger w/Legacy 849.00 82055 Beth Steele CC Trackside Crane 449.99 16671 G.N. 2-8-8-2 Loco w/PS 3.0 629.00

11270 G.N. 2-6-0 Mogul w/RS 529.95 82097 Bucyrus-Erie Legacy Crane 299.95 17791 U.P. 4-8-8-4 Big Boy w/PS 3 799.95

11379 Pennsy 0-4-0 Switcher Loco 429.99 82121 G.N. S-2 Diesel w/Legacy 599.99 25581 U.P. Dash-9 Diesel w/PS 2.0 369.00

11385 U.P. 0-4-0 Yard Switcher 429.95 82127 U.P. S-2 Diesel w/Legacy 599.99 26431 U.P. Dash 8 Narrow Nose w/PS 2 379.00

11386 B&M Berkshire w/Legacy 1,139.00 82269 N.P. #1382 4-6-0 w/Legacy 799.95 29021 G.N. GP-35 Diesel w/PS 2.0 429.00

11427 S.P. 0-4-0 Switcher 439.95 82694 U.P. #3985 (BLK) 4-6-6-4 Challenger 969.00 29351 G.N. SD-45 LH Diesel w/PS 2.0 399.00

11428 Milw 0-4-0 (Conv) Multi Roads Avail 439.95 82697 Rio Grande 4-6-6-4 LM Challenger 969.00 31681 UP 4-6-6-4 Challenger w/PS 2 1,395.00

11446 U.P. 2-8-8-2 Y-3 #3671 1,259.00 82528 Empire State Express Set 1,849.95 34681 Pennsy 4-6-2 Pass Set 959.95

1931250 U.P. 4-6-6-4 #3977 Gray Challenger 1,959.99 82726 Lionel Lines Alco FA Passenger Set 429.99 34851 S.P. 4-8-4 GS-4 w/Ps 3.0 #4444 1,049.95

1931260 U.P. 4-6-6-4 #3985 Black Challenger 1,959.99 82761 U.P. SD-90MAC w/Legacy 629.99 35351 U.P. FEF 4-8-4 4-Car Pass Set 1,229.00

1933011 B.N. RS-11 #4186 w/Legacy 479.99 82784 B.N. GP-9 #1706 w/Legacy 499.95 35411 NYC 4-8-4 Nigara w/4 Car Pass Set 1,229.00

1933232 BNSF #4173 C44-9W 549.99 82785 B.N. GP-9 #1804 w/Legacy 499.95 210541 U.P. #80 Coal Turbine 1,279.95

1933233 BNSF #5282 C44-9W Dummy 299.99 82809 U.P. FEF #838 Black 1,599.99 36401 U.P. 4-12-2 #9000 Loco w/PS 3 1,299.95

1933281 BNSF ES44AC #6411 w/Legacy 579.99 82815 Mt. Ranier Scenic Heisler #91 1,199.99 36871 U.P. #3985 4-6-6-4 Challenger 1,569.95

1933322 U.P. ES44AC #8109 w/Legacy 579.99 82963 Rio Grande LC+ Mikado 389.00 211121 Eastman Kodak 44-Ton w/PS 3 429.95

28312 B.N. SD60 #8301 w/Legacy 469.95 82964 Milw LC+ Hudson 389.00 37471 US Army USRA 4-6-2 Pacific w/PS 3 1,079.95

28363 B.N. SD60 #8302 w/Legacy 469.95 83193 S.P. Lines #4449 GS-4 w/Legacy 1,649.95 37581 S.P. 4-8-4 Daylight w/LED Xmas Lts 1,399.95

28384 C.N. Genset Switcher w/Legacy 769.95 83197 AM Freedom Train #4449 GS-4 1,649.95 200341 N.P. GP-9 Diesel w/PS 2.0 399.95

316020 BNSF 50' Modern Box Car 6pk 175.00 83371 G.N. SD-45 #400 Hustle Muscle 599.95 200351 Amtrak Turbo Train 829.95

316050 ATSF 3-Bay Hopper 6pk 175.00 83380 U.P. SD-45 #1 599.95 202481 S.P. GP-9 Diesel 399.95

316100 Alaska 3-Bay Hopper 6pk 175.00 83386 Milw NW-2 w/Legacy 479.99 202941 B.N. SD-45 Diesel w/PS 3.0 439.95

316150 D&RG 3-Bay Hopper 6pk 175.00 84064 Milw #261 4-8-4 w/BT & Legacy BTO 1,659.99 203391 G.N. DC-3 Rail Inspection Car w/PS 3 459.95

31778  #1484WS Hudson Pass Set 449.00 84067 Milw Hiawatha #260 4-8-4 BTO 1,659.99 211581 U.P. SD70ACe w/PS 3 499.95

31783 BNSF Ice Cold Express Set 895.00 84072 Everett Mogul #11 619.99 204211 BNSF Dash 8 Diesel Frt. Set w/PS 3 729.95

34737 N.P. GP-9  w/legacy 449.95 84078S B.N. E-8 AA w/6 21" Pass Cars 1,899.99 204651 Pennsy GE 44-Ton Diesel 429.00

34738 N.P. GP-9 #317 w/Legacy 449.95 84088S NYC E-8 AA w/4 21" Pass Car 1,599.99 204681 S.F. GE 44-Ton Diesel 429.00

37821 Smoke Fluid Loader 219.95 84096 BNSF SD-70ACe 569.00 205061 GE Evo Hybrid ES44AC w/ps 3.0 499.95

38310 #2185W NYC F3 AA Freight Set 449.00 84104 MRL SD-70ACe 569.00 205101 BNSF ES44DC w/PS 3.0 469.95

38312 #2343 SF F3 AA 399.99 84248 S.P. AC-9 #3800 1,899.99 206531 N.P. SD-45 Diesel w/PS 3 459.95

38324 #2507W N/H F-3 Freight w/5 Cars 429.00 84250 S.P. Daylight AC-9 #3811 1,899.99 206541 N.P. SD-45 LH Diesel w/PS 3.0 459.00

38328 #1623W N.P. Frt Set w/Leg. Closeout 449.95 84641 S.F. E-6 AA w/Legacy 899.99 35011 G.N. 4-8-4 Loco w/PS 3 1,099.95

38329 #2261W Freight Set (646 w/5 Cars) 459.00 84843 GE Demo AC6000 #6000 w/Legacy 589.99 207311 S.F. Dash 8 Diesel w/PS 3.0 449.95

38353 X-628 Promo Navy Set 549.00 84850 S.P. AC6000 #601 w/Legacy 589.99 207981 MetroLink F40PH Diesel 499.95

38358 #2239 I.C. F-3 Freight Set 549.00 84960 NYC Niagra #6005 Vision Line 1,799.99 209631 U.P. SD-70ACe Diesel PS 3 499.95

38419 U.P. U30C #2918 w/Legacy 499.00 85034 MRL SD-45 w/Legacy (2 #s) 549.99 211021 MRL GP-9 w/PS 3 479.95

38421 N.P U33C #3305 w/Legacy 499.00 85047 BNSF SD70ACe w/Legacy (2 #s) 549.99 202001RK BNSF SD-40 Diesel w/PS 3 299.95

38422 N.P. U33C #3307 w/Legacy 499.00 85057 U.P. SD70ACe #8650 w/Legacy 549.99 205201RK U.P. SD70ACe #1943 w/3.0 429.95

38784 C.N. #4000 GP-35 479.95 85058 U.P. SD70ACe #8665 w/Legacy 549.99 205481RK SP&S RS-3 w/PS 3 339.95

38855 G.N. GP-35 #2519 479.95 85173 N.P. 4-6-2 Pacific w/Legacy 1,349.99 205601RK BNSF Dash 8 w/PS 3 339.95

38919 Chessie SD40-2 w/Legacy 499.95 85180 G.N. 2-6-6-2 w.Legacy 1,549.99 206271/3 G.N. FT AB Unit w/PS 3 599.95

39568 BCR Dash-9 w/Legacy 499.95 85315 U.P. SD70ACe #1943 w/Legacy 549.99 208001S C.P. Xmas Loco w/4 Illum Frt Cars 969.95

39572 BNSF Dash-9 w/Legacy 499.95 81881S S.P. Crane & Sound Tender 699.95 35341 U.P. FEF 4-8-4 Northern w/PS 3 1,199.95

81135 B.N. SD70MAC #9431 w/Legacy 549.00 81884S Beth Stl Crane & Sound Boom Tender 699.95 211551 George Bush SD70ACe #4141PS 3 519.95
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WITH LOU PALUMBO

VIEWS FROM  THE  UNDERGROUND

Trains with benefits
THERE ARE SO MANY REASONS TO COLLECT

C
ollecting trains can involve more 
than just gathering toys and 
related accessories. Hunting for 
the models we collect is really an 

excellent activity during leisure hours.
We spend many hours researching the 

items we want for our collection. Then 
we meet with friends and form alliances 
to complete our tasks. Discussing and 
comparing our finds is a lot of fun after a 
“hunt,” and it inspires us to 
move on to the next one.

A lot of hobbyists hunt 
in groups and compare 
their finds after each train 
hunt. They spend many 
enjoyable hours talking 
about this hobby. The 
camaraderie is priceless.

The joy of making a 
layout is unlike any other 
hobby. The building and 
improving of the land-
scape of this new imagi-
nary world provides gratification.

We visit train shops and attend shows 
in our quest to find new items. Every 
dedicated hobbyist eventually attends 
what is the largest and best show: the 
huge show sponsored twice each year by 
the Eastern Division of the Train Collec-
tors Association in York, Pa. It provides a 
wonderful way for people to meet other 
train enthusiasts and see and buy many 
fantastic model trains from every era.

The show at York is partially open to 
the public. A visitor can buy a one- or 
two-day pass to enter two of the large 
buildings filled with dealers selling new 
and vintage trains. Access to the other 
five buildings at the York Fairgrounds is 
only for TCA members and their guests.

Recently, the TCA membership wisely 
decided to open some of the halls to non-
members to encourage some folks to see 
the York show and join the organization 
as regular members.  

The York show takes place on Friday 
and Saturday one week in April and one 
week in October each year. If you ever 
have the opportunity to attend the show, 
you definitely should not miss it.

All the major manufacturers of O and 
S gauge trains are present in the Orange 
Hall, which will be open to the public. 
People therefore have a unique opportu-
nity to check out all the new products 

Atlas, Bachmann, Lionel, 
MTH, and others have 
planned each year.

In addition, show 
attendees enjoy time to 
speak with staff members 
from all the large manufac-
turers. They can also talk 
to many of the largest 
national retail train dealers.

Classic Toy Trains has a 
booth in the Orange Hall. 
You can meet the editors, 
see and buy new products, 

and share your ideas on what you like 
about CTT and how it can be improved.

Yours truly is also in the Orange Hall. 
I spend most of my time speaking with 
the many loyal readers of my exclusive 
“Views From the Underground” column 
and pick up model train information. I 
sell new and old trains and sign copies of 
my new books. 

We spend hours planning to attend 
the York meets. Best of all, we make new 
friends each year while sharing the 
numerous facets of our great hobby.

Model trains provide an outlet to 
build a hobby sure to offer us benefits 
now and well into our later years. We end 
up with something to share with our 
friends and family now and later. Our 
trains become a legacy to be passed on to 
the next generation.

Trains with benefits – that captures 
our hobby in three simple words!

Keep searchin’. 

LOU PALUMBO, the owner of the Underground Railroad Shoppe in New Castle, Pa., writes this exclusive 
column for Classic Toy Trains. He can be reached at 1906 Wilmington Rd., New Castle, PA 16105 or by email  
at trainplum@yahoo.com
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Classic Toy Trains magazine celebrates the joy of collecting and 
operating toy trains from your past. Whether you’re a collector or 
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Toy trains have delighted children and adults alike for more than 100 years. 

Keep the fun going by completing this colorful jigsaw puzzle, exclusively 

from Classic Toy Trains by Masterpieces, Inc.
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By Roger Carp  •  Photos by John Rose

EXPLORE JOHN AND CATHY 

ROSE’S CHESAPEAKE 

& OLD DOMINION LINE

S
omething about trains seeps into 
the heart and soul of certain people 
and never leaves. Then they convey 
their love of locomotives and 
cabooses, their passion for passen-
ger cars and stations to others, par-
ticularly those younger than they. 

What happens over time is the newcomers decide 
to study railroading, to snap pictures of vintage 
and current engines, and to construct layouts.

After 70 years of riding trains and creating lay-
outs, John Rose understands that phenomenon. 
This lifelong O gauge enthusiast has lived it in 
every sense, being ushered into the exciting world 
of railroading by his brothers and an uncle while 
a boy. Many decades later, John finds himself 
guiding his grandsons into that thrilling realm.

The journey John has taken since the 1950s 
has followed different paths. These days, he and 
his wife, Cathy, use an O gauge layout named the 
Chesapeake & Old Dominion Line to initiate 
members of a fourth generation in their family. 
They look forward to enjoying the contributions 
of their grandchildren as their 15 x 20½-foot 
around-the-walls display continues to evolve.

1 John Rose, with help and support from his 

wife, Cathy, has designed an O gauge display 

unlike the ones typically featured in Classic Toy 

Trains. It has three independent levels of action, 

with building flats and backdrops on the walls.
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ROOTS 
RUN 
DEEP
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Santa and an uncle start it

The extended timeline John uses to chart 
his life in the toy train hobby begins with 
rejection and disappointment. Hard to 
believe, but he dates the first step in his 
journey to Christmas 1947. Santa Claus, 
really John’s mother and father, proved to 
be generous that day. Two of John’s older 
brothers discovered a Lionel freight train 
pulled by a no. 1666 steamer.

But no one bothered to deliver a toy 
train to 7-year-old John. Missing out on a 
set in 1947 left him hungering for one and 
incited in him a determination to play 
with what David and Pete had. So, when 
the older boys headed off to school, he 
managed to sneak upstairs and run the 
short freights over their 3-rail track.

Better still, a beloved uncle who lived a 
few hours from the Rose family eagerly 
shared his O gauge layout with John and 
the other nephews. Highlights of his roster 
included a Lionel no. 773 Hudson steam 
engine and tender pulling heavyweight 
passenger cars and no. 2343 Santa Fe F3 
diesels on the point of a long freight.

John, inspired by his uncle’s three-rail 
display, pushed ahead. His dreams of a big 
O gauge layout grew in magnitude and 

Name: John and Cathy Rose’s Chesapeake & Old Dominion Line

Gauge: O

Dimensions: 15 x 20½ feet

Track: GarGraves (diameters range from 31 to 72 inches)

Switches: Ross Custom Switches

Motive power: K-Line, Lionel (postwar, modern), MTH, Ready Made Trains, 

Right-of-Way Industries, Williams

Rolling stock: Atlas O, K-Line, Lionel (postwar, modern), Menards, MTH, RGS 

Trains, Williams

Controls: Lionel type-ZW, MTH no. Z-4000 transformers (3) with Lionel TrainMas-

ter Command Control and MTH Digital Command System

Accessories: American Flyer, Ives, Lionel (postwar, modern), MTH, Z-Stuff for 

Trains

Structures: Department 56, Empirerail, Evans Designs, Lemax, Lionel, Menards, 

MTH, Plasticville, scratchbuilt, Skyline, Weaver, Westport Model Works

Vehicles: Corgi, Ertl, Matchbox, Mattel, Rextoys, Solido, Tootsietoy

Figures: Arttista, Model Works, Scenic Express, Woodland Scenics

AT A GLANCE

depth. Someday, he knew he would join 
the exclusive group among his extended 
family that had railroading in their blood.

His turn at last

It took a few years, but Santa Claus got 
smarter. Really, it was Mr. and Mrs. Rose 

who weighed the interest of their fourth 
son and concluded he was ready for his 
own train. Christmas of 1954 stood out as 
another key step on John’s hobby timeline. 
He received no. 2032 Erie Alco PA units 
and a nice assortment of freight cars. 
Delighted, he began planning a layout.

John’s parents handed over real estate 
in the attic of their home for him to 
launch construction. Did we mention the 
upper part of the residence had no heat? 
Clad in his heavy winter coat and occa-
sionally wearing gloves, John persevered 
until he had laid and wired the track and 
situated various Plasticville U.S.A. kits.

Surviving the frigid winters and humid 
summers in the attic reflected the depth of 
John’s commitment. Too bad the layout 
was vulnerable to a squirrel that entered 
the attic and destroyed the mountains.

John’s father got involved and built his 
son an 8 x 12-foot O gauge layout in the 
basement, where temperatures were not as 
extreme and little critters were locked out. 
The display worked out perfectly until 
John reached adolescence and other prior-
ities replaced Lionel trains. However, he 
recalled how kids dropping by to listen to 
records and dance appreciated the 3-rail 
display, even the girls.

2 The Rose family likes using command 

control on the layout. Even the youngest 

members feel comfortable running trains 

using Lionel’s TrainMaster Command 

Control and its LionChief Plus, along with 

MTH’s Digital Command System.
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Catching a new generation
Skip ahead from the 1960s, when John 
passed his trains to his nephews, to the 
late 1970s, when the postwar pieces made 
their way back. It was time to get back to 
O gauge modeling, he thought. Repairing 
the old 1666 steamers was the first step; 
constructing a new layout was the second. 
His young sons were quickly smitten.

Thus had John captured a new genera-
tion in his family. The boys enjoyed fixing 
the layout and running the trains. Despite 
a flood in the basement of the Rose home-
stead, the railroad refused to die. Plaster 
mountains, handmade bridges, a round-
house, and lichen bushes were highlights.

Meanwhile, John’s fascination with 
what Lionel had cataloged during his 
youth grew. He patronized a train store in 
his hometown and joined the Train Col-
lectors Association. His roster of vintage 
as well as contemporary Lionel engines 
and rolling stock expanded in the 1980s.

More moves followed. No matter where 
John lived, regardless of how tight the 
quarters might be, he put up a 3-rail lay-
out. By the 1990s, he had acquired his 
uncle’s collection and kept picking up Lio-
nel trains from every period of produc-
tion. Cathy was not about to dissent.

Something different
The O gauge displays John had built since 
the very first one in his parents’ attic had 
encouraged him to walk around to watch 
his trains. That was also true of the com-
pact layouts Cathy and he constructed in 
condos they called home after they 
became empty nesters. To their regret, the 

curves tended to be too tight to permit 
running their biggest locomotives.

When the Roses settled into a retire-
ment community, they recognized a tradi-
tional layout might not be the answer. But 
they had to find a solution rapidly because 
their young grandkids, Jacob and Ken-
nedy, wanted to watch the trains operate. 
Cathy and John spied an empty bedroom 
in the basement measuring 15½ x 20 feet. 
They agreed it would be ideal for a layout, 
with space for his shop area.

John proposed making their latest lay-
out an around-the-walls type with inde-
pendent levels on which a train or two 
would journey. But instead of proceeding 

on his own, he discussed the design with 
his wife and grandson.

The three of them formed the board of 
directors of the Chesapeake & Old 
Dominion Line, a fictitious railway whose 
lines crisscross the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia in the first half of the 20th century. 
John, Cathy, and Jacob put their heads 
together to create a model railroad 
intended to achieve their diverse goals. 

Realistic operation appealed to Jacob, 
particularly because he had grown up 
admiring Norfolk Southern diesels, 
including the Heritage units. Cathy loved 
all the bling and flash associated with 
Christmas. She insisted on special effects, 

EXCLUSIVE VIDEO //  
Go to  www.ClassicToyTrains.com/LayoutVisits

To upper level

1

2

3

4

5

15'-0"

20'-6"

Trains can make complete runs around the perimeter of the O gauge Chesapeake & 

Old Dominion Line using lift bridges on the different levels. The numbered arrows  

correspond to the numbers in each of the captioned photos taken by John Rose. 

Illustration by Kellie Jaeger

What John and Cathy treasure most 

about their 15 x 20½-foot layout is how 

their grandchildren have contributed 

enthusiasm, ideas, and energy for it. 
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tons of lights, and surprises. John went 
along with every idea – “I like toys and 
old-time Lionel trains, big-time steamers, 
and prototype East Coast railroads.”

Two main influences
John listened attentively to his partners at 

the helm of the C&ODL. He felt responsi-
ble for incorporating the major elements 
of what Cathy and Jacob wanted. At the 
same time, however, he hoped to teach 
them about the history of model railroad-
ing, a heritage that should influence the 
design and look of the new layout.

At the center of John’s thinking were 
two giants of the hobby. John Allen had 
built a HO scale railroad wonderfully 
combining realism with illusion and 
humor. Frank Ellison had developed a 
path-setting O gauge layout emphasizing 

operation. He communicated in articles 
how railroads had touched small towns.

Learning from the pioneers taught 
John how to create a unique multiple-level 
display reflecting new technology. Thanks 
to Jacob studying Lionel’s TrainMaster 
Command Control and MTH’s Digital 

Command System, the family 
could walk around with their 
trains and run them in a prototypi-
cal way that Allen and Ellison 
could only have dreamed of.

Overall goals for success
Productive meetings of Jacob and 

his grandparents culminated in their com-
plete agreement on how to proceed. The 
C&ODL was going to be a three-level rail-
road assembled on the perimeter of the 
train room. The basic level would be built 
atop cabinets, and the upper two levels 
would be attached to the walls. Installing 
lift-out bridges should alleviate the need 
for any ducking under.

The railroad was set in Virginia, so its 
scenery would be representative of what 
travelers might have seen there 60 to 80 
years ago. There was going to be a harbor 

with ships and rail barges. Also, realistic 
structures would establish the era and 
location while accessories promised fun.

Benchwork and backdrops
Once the room had been transformed 
with superb lighting, cabinets, carpeting, 
and furniture, construction went forward. 
Benchwork used 2 x 4 pieces of lumber 
over which was laid a foundation consist-
ing of ½-inch-thick plywood.

Assuming importance next were the 
upper levels attached to the walls with 
shelving braces. The width generally var-
ied from 10 to 12 inches, although a few 
areas ended up broader to accommodate 
mountains fashioned out of foam.

Then came the backdrops. John smiled 
when describing his clever method. He 
cherry-picked the finest postcards from 
his ample collection of illustrations of 
scenes from Virginia and used a photo 
scanner to duplicate them. Setting the pic-
tures in black valences to divide levels and 
hide wiring finished the process.

How about the blue sky and white 
clouds? John shared his secrets. “The sky 
is Liquitex professional spray paint on 

3 The transfer of freight and people from ships and barges to trains influences the finances and character of the Chesapeake & 

Old Dominion Line. While a tugboat prepares to dock, a marching band parades down Water Street.

Four generations of this extended  
family have experienced the many 
pleasures of building layouts. 
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white foamcore. I did it in light coats to 
leave patches of the foam to serve as 
clouds.” Meanwhile, John was cutting out 
scenes, including trees, from some post-
cards and gluing them right to the foam.

Getting more support
John treasured Jacob’s participation. There 
was something special about planning and 
building with his grandson by his side. Of 

course, other priorities and “distractions” 
came to the fore once Jacob reached high 
school and then started driving.

Luckily for John and his wife, someone 
else arrived who was younger and more 
excited about the layout. Yep, another 
grandson – this one named Sammy.

Satisfied with all the GarGraves pieces 
installed and the Ross Custom Switches 
used, John turned to putting in many 

accessories. New items from MTH added 
life to the layout. So did structures from 
the postwar and modern eras. A Skyline 
station and a reissue of another from Lio-
nel’s prewar line captivated viewers. Other 
favorites came from Department 56.

Particularly useful on the upper levels 
were building flats and preprinted sheets 
picturing commercial and industrial facili-
ties. John credited the items put out by 
Empirerail, and Westport Model Works.

 Nods of approval from Jacob and 
granddaughter Kennedy as well as squeals 
of delight from Sammy told John he had 
done everything to perfection. From then 
on, it was just a matter of picking details.

Ready to wait
John occasionally reflects on the journey 
his fascination with trains has taken him. 
He expresses gratitude to his dad and 
uncle for introducing him to the joys of 
Lionel. He thanks his older brothers for 
letting him play with their trains.

John realizes how fortunate he has 
been to have enjoyed running O gauge 
trains with his wife and sharing the hobby 
with his children. Even if their passion 
never equaled his, at least there have been 
grandchildren to join him. 

4 Folks have gathered around the station, lost in their thoughts while making plans 

for the upcoming weekend. They pay no attention to a troop train passing through.

5 Red and gold stripes, along with the gold lettering and numerals, add a helping of 

elegance to Baltimore & Ohio 4-6-2 Pacific no. 5307. The Lionel locomotive, stylishly 

painted blue and gray, stands out when posed next to the vintage truck and carts.



BRING A BIKE RIDER  T
• EYE-CATCHING SCENERY •
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Story and photos by Joseph Rampolla

nimation can bring your layout 
to life! Making a bicycle move 
will be a big hit with guests, 
creating great memories of 
the visit and showing how 
much fun the hobby can be.

The secret to this 
sleight-of-hand is an N scale locomotive and 
track. Bachmann’s Plasticville Frosty Bar pro-
vides the perfect venue for the lad on the 
2-wheeler to perform his magic. 

Layout and cutting 
Cut two 12 x 20-inch pieces of ¼-inch-thick 
plywood. Use the diagram to lay out the kid-
ney-shaped bike path on one plywood piece; 
this will become the upper deck. The pattern 
can be any shape the N scale track and loco-
motive can manage; I chose the bare minimum 

PARTS

• Atlas N scale code 80 flextrack (two sec-

tions, each 29 ½ inches long)

• Atlas N scale rail joiners

• Bachmann no. 60052 N scale Plymouth 

switcher (or similar)

• K-Line no. K-4170 set of 32 unpainted 

figures

• Track nails

• Wall transformer (cell phone charger), 

3.5-5 VDC

MISCELLANEOUS

• 5-minute epoxy

• Craft paint, acrylic

• Flat white spray paint primer

• Hook-up wire

• Plywood, ¼ inch thick

• Styrene

• Super glue

• Wire from large paperclips

• Wood blocks

WHAT YOU’LL 

NEED

HIDDEN TRACK HELPS CREATE 

THIS ANIMATED SCENE

R  TO LIFE

A
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curve of 7⅝-inch radius. If you’d rather 
work with larger HO scale equipment, 
the minimum curve radius will be about 
14 inches.

Cut out the center section (piece B) 
with a saber saw. Then use piece A (Fig. 
1) as a template to trace the centerline 
for the N scale flextrack on the lower 
deck (C).

Glue wood blocks, approximately 1½ 
inches thick, to the corners and middle 
of the lower deck to act as spacers for 
the upper deck as in Fig. 2. Smaller or 
larger spacer blocks can be used as long 
as your hand can fit between the decks 
for track cleaning.

Laying the flextrack
Flextrack has nail holes in the ties and 
one rail with a broken web. The latter 
side goes to the inside of a curve.

Make the first track joint by butting 
the ends of two pieces of flextrack, sol-
dering rail joiners in place on each mat-
ing set of rails. Be sure to keep the rails 
with the broken web along the same 
side. It’s advisable and easier to make 
track joints on tangent (straight) sec-
tions. A trial run will help you deter-
mine where the joints fall.

Nail the flextrack to the lower deck 
along the centerline, being careful not 
to strike the tops of the rails. 

Lay the track until the rails meet 
again, leaving about four inches free at 
each end. Cut the rails to about an inch 
of the finished length, align as in Fig. 2, 
and use a motor tool with a cutoff wheel 
to make the final cuts. Be sure to wear 
eye protection. 

Slide on the rail joiners, soldering if 
desired, then use a nail set to finish 
driving home the brads. Solder a pair of 
wires to the rails, and attach them to a 
wall-wart style low-voltage transformer. 

Fig. 1: After cutting piece A, you can use it as a template to draw the track centerline 

on piece C. The cut area can be any shape as long as the flextrack can conform.

Fig. 2: Lay the flextrack on the centerline. It’s easier to connect sections of track in a 

straight line versus making a joint on a curve. Nail the track through holes in the ties. 

Once the bike is attached to the locomotive, connect a low-voltage DC power source 

to the rails and make a test run. Fine-tune it until the switcher runs smoothly. 

Broken web to inside of curve
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I used an old 3.5-VDC cell phone char-
ger. Once the locomotive is running well, 
glue down the track by drizzling yellow 
carpenter’s glue between the ties, making 
sure to keep it off the rails. 

The K-Line figure
The boy on the bike found in a K-Line 
set of 32 unpainted figures is perfect to 
make laps in the Frosty Bar parking lot. 
These old figure sets can still be found at 
shows and on Internet auction sites.

I made a more realistic handlebar 
from a paperclip and used cyanoacrylate 
adhesive (CA) to glue the right side of it 
to the boy’s sweater to provide stability. 

Next, I cut two pieces of wire, each 
about 1½ inches long, from a large 
paperclip for the supporting rods that 
attach the bike to the switcher. I drilled 
holes in each bike tire to accept the rods 
and secured them with a drop of CA.

I cut four scraps of .060-inch-thick 
styrene and laminated two of them 
together. Then I drilled small holes to 
accept the rods from the figure and glued 
them to the switcher’s shell. A bit of 
weight (a nut and bolt or small fishing 
weight) glued to the top of the shell may 
aid the performance of the little switcher. 

Fine-tune the kerf
It will require some adjustment to get the 
top deck and the board B into alignment 
as in Fig. 3. Place pieces A and B on their 

respective supports and sand as needed 
to allow the bike to make its way around 
the slot (Fig. 4).

When everything has been aligned, 
attach the pieces to their spacers with 
drywall screws.

Remember to put the 
screws for piece B in an 
accessible area, as it may 
become necessary to 
remove for servicing the 
track or switcher.

As it’s not meant to run 
continuously, the switcher 
needs frequent breaks. 
Installing a gap in the rail 
and a switch can provide 
intermittent operation. I 
advise locating the gap 
behind the Frosty Bar on a 

straight section of track; this way the 
rider is out of sight while resting.

Painting sets the scene
Paint the upper deck to resemble black 

asphalt; flat black will 
make the kerf less obtru-
sive. Remember to paint 
white rims on the bike’s 
tires to define them against 
the blacktop. Don’t worry if 
you’re not a great painter –
the figure will be moving.

Hope our bike-riding 
friend has a chance to par-
take of a little refreshment 
at the drive-in. There’s 
nothing like a cold milk-
shake after a little exercise. 
Watch out for him! 

Fig. 3: Test-fitting all the pieces with the bicycle is the key to making everything work. 

Run the switcher to make sure the wires move through the slot without binding.  

Fig. 4: Some sanding may be required to open up the slot to help the rider move 

around the course. Painting flat black inside the slot itself will help hide it. 

Paper-clip 
wire

New 
handlebars

Styrene 
sandwiches Piece C

Piece B

Piece A

ADD MORE life to 
your layout: https://
kalmbachhobbystore.
com/product/digital-
download/cttpdf063
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Story and photos by Neil Schorr  

HOW ONE MODELER  

ESTABLISHES RURAL REALISM

The headwaters of the Juniata are far to 
the west at the base of the Allegheny 
escarpment, which is the eastern conti-
nental divide. 

From there, the Juniata flows eastward, 
cutting through the “Endless Mountains,” 
a series of repetitive ridges that define the 
topography of central Pennsylvania.

It was along the banks of the Juniata 

River that the Pennsylvania RR found an 
easy route to the west as it left the Susque-
hanna River Valley. On my layout, the sec-
tion of the railroad just west of Duncan-
non is built on a ledge carved into the base 
of a mountain along the banks of the Juni-
ata River, like the prototype. The scene is 
roughly 30 feet long, and was designed to 
depict the classic 4-track Pennsy mainline.

I put the 30-inch-deep shelf to good 
use, with short tangent sections flanking a 
broad curve. This also allowed me to keep 
the track centers down to as little as 3¾ 
inches, or 15 scale feet, not much more 
than the prototype’s 13 feet.

Working the system
When I build my scenery, I generally stick 
to the same scenario. First, I airbrush the 
track and then I build the scenery behind 
it. I then ballast the track between the two 
outermost rails.

Next, I create the scenery in front of 
the track, and finally, I place the ballast 

SCENERY

Sometimes simplicity is the best feature. A gravel road and a 

farmer hauling hay with a tractor and wagon serve to create a 

scene that catches the eye and tells a story.

hen I last wrote about my O gauge layout (February 
2016), I told how I built Duncannon, the first urban 

scene on my layout. At the northern end of that small 
town, the Juniata River flows into the Susquehanna. 

A system for

W
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between the outer rails and the finished 
scenery. Sticking to this sequence avoids 
damaging any scenery on the near side of 
the tracks while building that 
beyond the right-of-way. Leaving 
the ballast work beyond the 
outer rails to the end allows me 
to neatly blend the ballast with 
the finished scenery adjacent to 
the tracks.

I tried a new technique when 
building the hillside on the stretch of track 
west of Duncannon. On a prior section of 
scenery, I formed the rough contours of a 

hillside by stapling chicken wire to wood 
supports. I then covered the chicken wire 
with paper towels soaked in Hydrocal 

plaster. When everything was dry, I 
drilled small holes in the hardshell 

surface, then inserted hundreds 
of meat skewers. Finally, I placed 
polyfiber “puffball” trees coated 
with medium and dark green 

ground foam onto the skewers. 
The finished hillside looked fine, but 

it was obvious there was an easier way! 
This time around, I again used chicken 
wire to form the contours of the hillside, 

stapling it to profile boards cut from scrap 
plywood. Then I just stuffed the puffballs 
into the chicken wire. The result was just 
as good as on the prior section, if not bet-
ter, and it took much less time.

My son, Steven, was a huge help on this 
section. The hillside contains exactly 600 
puffballs; he made 475 of them!

Moving forward from the hillside, I 
built the drainage ditch between the bot-
tom of the mountain and the edge of the 
ballast. It’s made of sand, which is very 
inexpensive and easy to use. A V-shaped 
trough was formed, then I thoroughly 

The scenery on Neil Schorr’s gauge layout captures the look and feel of the Pennsylvania RR’s bucolic – and sometimes rugged – 

Middle Division in the 1940s and ’50s. The 4-track mainline and knife-edge ballast were trademarks of the railroad.
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soaked it with diluted white glue. Next, I 
lightly sprinkled Woodland Scenics grass 
mix and cinders and allowed to dry for 
several days.

The next step was to create the slope 
between the track and the fascia, and a 
sliver of the Juniata River.

The subroadbed here is elevated 8 
inches above the benchwork. This makes 
it ideal to stack four layers of 2-inch-thick 
pink insulating foam to create the slope. 
The layers are bonded using foamboard 
adhesive. Once dry, the foamboard is 
rough cut using a Hotwire Foam Factory 
foamboard cutter. Next, I used a rasp to 

carve the final shape. I’m careful to adhere 
to sound engineering principles and make 
my slope no steeper than a rise of two 
inches for every three inches of width. 
This yields a highly realistic slope identical 
to that used by the Pennsy. A rounded 
shoulder about an inch wide provides a 
transition between the railroad grade and 
the adjacent slope.

The slope is built in 3- to 5-foot sec-
tions that can be finished in my workshop.  
There, each piece is laid on scrap wood so 
the sloped area is level. Then it’s painted 
with flat earth-colored latex house paint 
and allowed to dry. Then I can apply  

ground foam and cinders without it 
all washing down the slope when 
diluted white glue is applied.

I give the scenery at least 24 
hours to dry before taking it back to 
the layout room for installation.

The sections are secured using 
foamboard adhesive, which is also 
used to caulk gaps between adjacent 
sections prior to hiding them with 
latex paint and ground cover. I jok-
ingly refer to this technique as 
“Chunk O’ Scenery.”

Finally, the track edges are bal-
lasted. This area of the layout repre-
sents the 1940’s and ’50s when 
maintenance crews still finished the 
ballast to a sharp edge using hand 
tools. We create this effect by actu-
ally masking off the ballast edge 

with tape. Once the ballast is glued down, 
my son, Steven, goes back and picks errant 
pieces of ballast off the shoulder and slope 
using a toothpick.

For all the time put into accurately rec-
reating the hillside and right-of-way, 
structures are conspicuously absent from 
this roughly 30-foot stretch. This provides 
the illusion that the trains are actually 
going somewhere.

The only structure on this stretch of 
railroad is a signal bridge and its attendant 
scratchbuilt relay case. There’s a simulated 
cable drop connecting the latter to the 
telegraph poles adjacent to the right-of-
way. These often-omitted line poles are an 
essential scenic element for a 1940s-’50s-
era railroad.

Growing a farm scene
Heading west out of the narrow gap in the 
mountain ridge, both the prototype and 
model enter one of the broad farm valleys 
so common in this part of Pennsylvania. 
This change in topography allowed me to 
finally model an authentic farm scene.

Growing up in western Pennsylvania 
and first visiting the area portrayed on the 
layout in 1975, I’d always wanted to model 
a typical Pennsylvania barn and farm-
house. Having seen both countless times, 
it was apparent that many of them shared 
common architectural features.

The architectural term for what I 
longed to build was a “Pennsylvania barn.”

Along this stretch of the heavily trafficked 4-track main, the only scenery is a signal bridge and the lineside equipment that makes 

it work. The detailed and wired telegraph poles, hillside foliage, and the weathered cars add to the realism.

To make a tree-covered hill, Neil started with 

chicken wire attached to plywood formers. His 

son, Steven, in addition to shaping the road-

bed for the track, made most of the puffball 

trees needed to cover the hillside.
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Also called a “banked barn,” such a 
structure has three essential elements. 
First, they typically are built into a hillside 
or earthen bank. Next, they have a forebay, 
which is an overhang of the second story 
over the foundation. The third is the roof 
has just two flat planes.

While there are several ready-to-use O 
scale barns on the market, I would have to 
scratchbuild my own to fit the location.

I worked from photographs to develop 
plans. Once drawings were completed, I 
built a core from ¼-inch medium-density 
fiberboard (MDF) and glued it together. A 
few windows and doors were cut out 
before assembly.

Next, I recreated the stone foundation 
by laminating Noch 57700 Granit material 
to the lower part of the structure using 3M 
Super 77 spray adhesive.

For realism, it would be best to model 
the wood part with individual stained 
boards. Scribed wood wouldn’t produce 
the same effect. It turned out to be a lot 
easier and cheaper than I’d anticipated.

First, I bought a box of 5½-inch-long 
wood coffee stirrers; a box of a thousand 
costs only a few dollars. Then I soaked 
about 50 at a time in a shallow plastic con-
tainer partially filled with Hunter Line 
Barn Red stain.

Once they were dry, I glued the 
“boards” onto the MDF core using Elmer’s 
white glue, taking care to line 
them up to minimize gaps. 
Finally, I weighted the boards 
down, in my case with a heavy 
glass line pole insulator.

I keep the glue layer thin so 
it dries rapidly. I usually apply 
about eight boards at a time, 
give them about 15 minutes to dry, and 
then go on to the next batch. Though it 
sounds tedious, it really goes pretty fast, 
and only took a few weeks to accomplish. 
The final result is well worth the effort!

A Tichy Train Group window was 
installed at each end of the barn. The four 
louvers are ½-inch-scale dollhouse shut-
ters painted white, weathered, and glued 

onto the side of the barn.
The roof is two sheets of styrene. On 

top I applied overlapping rows of masking 
tape. Then I painted it flat black and 
weathered it to simulate roofing paper. An 
important rooftop detail is the lightning 
rods commonly found on these barns. 
They’re easy to simulate using a short 

piece of brass wire with a few beads from a 
crafts store and a dab of silver paint. A 
clear matte coating helps finish them.

The last major element of the barn is 
the silo. For this, I used an Ertl model pur-
chased years ago. These are still easy to 
find on eBay, and though they’re 1/64  
scale, I raised mine up on a block of pink 
foam hidden by a small simulated con-

Banked barns, so named because they are built into hillsides or banks of earth, are a staple of central Pennsylvania. The one that 

graces this scene was built board by board using stained coffee-stirring sticks on an MDF core. A silo adds to the rural charm.

The scenery is built in sections that can
be finished in my workshop. Then I take
it back to the layout room for installation
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crete retaining wall. That made it the per-
fect height.

The dome at the top is spray-painted 
silver, then with matte finish. The lower 
concrete portion is painted with flat khaki, 
then weathered with Bragdon’s black 
weathering powders.

 Woodland Scenics no. A2724 Holstein 
cows, are perfect for this dairy farm. Don’t 
forget the cows need to be fed, and JTT 

no. 95583 haybales, are ideal.
Beyond the fence, more hay bales are 

on the way via wagon. I was unable to find 
a good model of a hay wagon, so it’s kit-
bashed from a contemporary side-dump 
wagon and some stripwood.

It’s pulled by a die-cast 1950s farm trac-
tor model sprayed with matte finish and 
weathered with chalks. An Arttista farm 

tractor operator is the final touch.
The tractor and wagon travel on a dirt 

and gravel road that was made by carving 
shallow ruts into the pink foam base. Then 
the roadway was painted with flat earth-
colored latex house paint. Next, N scale 
gray ballast was lightly applied, followed 
by some sand and earth-tone ground foam 
to create the effect of gravel slowly sinking 
into the mud.

Last, turf and a few 
scrubby weeds are 
applied to the ridge 
between the ruts using 
Woodland Scenics grass 
blend turf and coarse 
dark green ground foam. 

Along with all barns 
there has to be a farmhouse. Mine was 
built out of an American Model Builders 
no. 486 kit I built the per the directions, 
painting it the typical white, with trim 
painted a deep red to match the barn.

As with the barn, it’s built on a slope to 
enhance realism, which necessitated con-
struction of a foundation. This is made of 
Noch no. 57710 Dolomit laminated onto a 

¼-inch-thick MDF foundation.
Steps were added using a Builders in 

Scale kit. Flowers from JTT enhance the 
front of the house, and a woodpile made 
of twigs found in my front yard was used 
to build a stack of firewood on the side 
porch. A few large shade trees, a gravel 
driveway complete with a 1955 pickup 
truck, and an outhouse detailed with an 
Arttista figure sitting on the toilet reading 
a newspaper complete the scene. 

A look at lineside details

With the structures completed, the fields 
surrounding the farm had to be finished. 
To the left of the farmhouse, I modeled a 
hay field using fake fur spray-painted 
with olive green floral paint and glued to 
the underlying carved pink foam.

A dozen or so rolled hay bales 
included with the rectangular JTT hay 
bales are scattered in the field. A cornfield 
may be found to the right of the barn. I 
simulated the corn by cutting an olive 
green AstroTurf doormat into strips. The 
strips are then cut to the correct length 
and secured to the underlying foam with 

The farm wouldn’t be complete without a house. The tidy structure rests on a stone foundation, like the barn. Fenceposts made 

with toothpicks and some old tires and lumber serve as scenic accents for this farm scene along the PRR’s Middle Division. 

A few large shade trees, a gravel driveway 
complete with a 1955 pickup truck, and an 
outhouse complete the house scene
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adhesive. Then the bases are buried in 
sand, which is then covered with a thin 
coat of earth-colored ground foam and 
finally secured in place with diluted white 
glue. 

If you try this technique, find a mat 
that’s an olive shade of green; it will be 
more realistic. Avoid ones that have a blu-
ish-green hue.

A few more details deserve mention. 
First, fences are abundant on any farm, 
and my model is no exception. These are 
easy to build using Diamond brand 
square toothpicks which are flat on one 
end. I stained a handful in a cup of Hunt-
erline gray stain. Once dry, it’s an easy job 
to stick them into the pink foam scenery 
base then string them with gray thread.

Other essential visual elements are the 
poles used to supply electricity and tele-
phone service to the farm. I construct 

these out of the Weaver telephone pole 
kits I designed and had manufactured 
over a decade ago.

I use the poles intended for use with 
two crossarms and mount two insulators 
cut from the crossarms at an angle near 
the top of the poles. I wire them up using 
Berkshire Junction elastic electric line, 
and use a heavier line below them made 
of dyed twine to represent the telephone 
lines. They lead from the backdrop all the 
way to the house, with a transformer 
made from a short length of dowel rod 
mounted to the pole closest to the house. 
A special detail is an Arttista crow land-
ing atop one of the poles.

The farm scene comes to an end along 
the banks of Tuscarora Creek, just before 
it passes under the curved stone arch 
bridge at Port Royal and empties into the 
Juniata River.

For now, the scenery ends there, but 
that won’t last long.

Towns springing up
Even as you read this, the scenery has 
been completed to the west at the town of 
Mifflin, with efforts underway to close 
the gap between there and the farm scene.

This section will include not only more 
farmland but also Port Royal, the second 
town to be modeled. Work is also finally 
underway on the engine-servicing area at 
East Altoona, thanks to some assistance 
from Mark Vinski, one of my highly 
skilled model railroading friends.

Finally, you’ll notice that many of the 
freight cars are weathered. This is due in 
large part to Steven’s efforts. Not only has 
he replicated the elements’ toll on the roll-
ing stock, but he’s also built many loads 
for flatcars and gondolas, lowered cars to 
enhance realism, and detailed and weath-
ered a number of diesels. We hope to con-
tinue these efforts, especially the work on 
the motive power.

More than any other scene on the lay-
out, the farm scene has helped me to cap-
ture the wonder and amazement I experi-
enced when I first laid eyes on this 
stunningly beautiful part of Pennsylvania 
back in 1975. Steven and I hope to again 
report our progress on the layout to the 
readers of Classic Toy Trains in the not- 
too-distant future. 

Details along the right-of-way help 

establish a sense of place and that this is 

a very busy railroad. The folks on the 

farm have plenty to watch!
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Gilbert went west 

THE AMERICAN FLYER LINE FEATURED SEVERAL 

DIESELS WEARING ORANGE AND BLACK

Always playing the proverbial second fiddle to the Alcos, 
Flyer’s different Electro-Motive Division GP7 road diesels, 
nonetheless, deserve our attention. They beautifully blend a 
rugged appearance with vivid color and sharp detail. And 
they run smoothly and can haul long freight trains.

The American Flyer roster boasted a handful of great 
GP7s. Here, let’s focus on the seven S gauge models wearing 
the snappy scheme of the Texas & Pacific Ry., with black 
paired with a hue known as “Swamp Holly Orange.”

Missed opportunity
The A.C. Gilbert Co. initially showed an interest in the Texas 
& Pacific in 1946. The toy maker released the no. 631, the 
first of its S gauge gondolas lettered for the T&P. The plastic 
car came unpainted gray or green or painted green or red. 
The Flyer line cataloged the 631 through 1953. The no. 931, 
equipped with knuckle couplers, made its debut in 1952 and 
remained in the line through 1955. Uncataloged models 
appeared in the 1960s.

ON THE TEXAS  & P

When considering American Flyer diesels, most S gaugers focus on the Alco PA and 
PB units from the 1950s, and with good reason. These sleek units look great, run well, 
and serve as veritable billboards for famous railroads, such as the Santa Fe, New Haven, 
Missouri Pacific, and the Northern Pacific, plus a few the folks at Gilbert created.
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By Mark Suek  •  Photos by William Zuback 

By the way, although the actual railroad had a grandiose 
name, it never went from Texas to the Pacific Ocean. Char-
tered in 1871, it went as far west as Sierra Blanca, Tex., where 
it met the Southern Pacific. The T&P mainly served Texas 
and the adjoining states of Arkansas, Louisiana, and Okla-
homa. It merged with the Missouri Pacific in 1976.

Eight years after introducing the 631 T&P gondola, the 
Gilbert Co. brought out a pair of S gauge models of its GP7 
road diesel decorated in orange and black. Oddly, the compa-
ny’s leadership missed an opportunity to play-up the new-
comers in 1954 by using the powered and non-powered units 
in any cataloged set.

Instead, the Gilbert Co. designated the nos. 374 and 375 
T&P Geeps (the 21¾-inch-long pair was commonly listed as 
no. 3745 or 374/75) as a separate-sale item priced at $39.50. 

As puzzling, the company announced the duo with a small 
illustration and a brief description.

Striking decoration
The initial T&P offering featured a double worm drive pow-
ered truck and 4-position reverse unit in the 375. It and its 
non-powered twin (the 374) had a sheet-metal frame, a func-
tional headlight, and operating couplers. The 374 also came 
with a horn.

Incidentally, the first T&P Geep represented the only 
instance when a powered diesel unit was assigned a higher 
number than its non-powered partner. Who knows why 
executives did not designate the powered unit as no. 373 (a 
number Gilbert never used)?

Although other Flyer GP7 locomotives, the no. 372 Union 

S  & PACIFIC

Between 1954 and 1960, 

the American Flyer line 

featured S gauge models 

of diesel locomotives cel-

ebrating the Texas & 

Pacific Ry. They came in 

the distinctive paint 

scheme known for its 

vivid “Swamp Holly 

Orange.” Models cour-

tesy Mark Speichert



“The New Sunshine Special 
Freight.” 

The set, which had a retail 
price of $49.95, included nos. 
920 Southern gondola; 921 
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy 
hopper; 922 GAEX (General 
American) boxcar; 926 Gulf 
triple-dome tank car (new for 
1955); 929 Missouri Pacific 
stockcar; and 930 American 

Flyer Lines illuminated center-
cupola caboose. Owners also 
got 16 pieces of track, track 
locks, no. 706 remote-control 
uncoupler, and no. 708 diesel 
horn control box.

New numbers for  

1956-57

The product number assigned 
the T&P GP7s changed to 377 
and 378 (listed as no. 3778 or 
377/78) in 1956 with the addi-
tion of a sound system Gilbert 
called Diesel Roar. The Diesel 
Roar used a vibrating mecha-
nism to simulate the sounds 
made by General Motors diesel 
engines. How well the effect 
was received by S gauge enthu-
siasts is a matter of opinion. 

Gilbert finally corrected the 
numbering of the Texas & 
Pacific Geeps, designating the 
powered unit as 377 and the 
non-powered one 378.

Pacific for example, sport the 
same features as the Texas & 
Pacific units, the latter stood 
out for their appealing decora-
tion. They dazzled with bright 
orange on the sides and the 
ends of the plastic shell, 
accented by a black frame and 
cab, black roof and railings, 
and sturdy black steps.

More elegant were the black 
lettering, fine black striping on 
both the hoods and ends, and a 
diamond-shaped decal of the 

Time for a set

The T&P GP7 road diesels 
associated with 1955 produc-
tion were identical to their 
predecessors, right down to 
the thin American Flyer Lines 
lettering on the long hoods. A 
difference related to their 
frames, which tended to be a 
heavier die-cast metal. For that 
reason, Geeps from 1955 tend 
to stay on the track better and 
operate more reliably.

Gilbert wisely used the 
374/375 combination in a set 
in 1955. The 374/375 went on 
the point of an attractive 
train, the no. 5542H, labeled 

Texas & Pacific herald (much 
simpler than the prototype) in 
red with yellow letters and trim 
under the cab windows. As 
expected, the decals are often 
damaged or missing. Luckily, 
replacements are available.

In addition to examining 
the heralds when buying a 
T&P Geep, you should study 
the stripes to be sure they are 
sharp. Fuzzy striping likely was 
caused by the masking slipping 
or not being close enough to 
the model when it was painted. In addition to examining 

the heralds when buying 
a T&P Geep, you should 
study the stripes to be 
sure they are sharp.

The Flyer line first used the T&P Geeps as the motive power for 

a set in 1955. The no. 5542H, “The New Sunshine Special 

Freight,” was profiled in the February 2020 Classic Toy Trains.

The roster of models of a T&P Electro-

Motive Division of General Motors GP7 

road diesel opened with the nos. 375 

(powered) and 374 (non-powered).



During the 1956-57 run of 
the 377 and 378 road diesels, 
Gilbert selected them to be the 
motive power for set no. 
5655RH, known as “The New 
Sunshine Special.” It had a 
retail price of $57.50 and 
returned three of the same 
cars: the 920, 921, and 926.

Decision makers at the firm 
changed two of the freight cars 
in the set. Gone were the 922 
boxcar and 929 stockcar. In 
their place went the nos. 924 
Jersey Central covered cement 
hopper and 989 Northwestern 
Refrigerator Line car. The 
caboose was also switched, 
with a no. 977 American Flyer 
Lines operating center-cupola 
model substituted for the 930.

Five-digit for 1957  
and ’58
The contents of the no. 20355 
“Sunshine Special Freight” set 
cataloged in 1957 duplicated 
those in the 5655RH with just 
one difference. The operating 
caboose was now a no. 979 
illuminated bay-window type, 
which Gilbert cataloged for 
only that year. Also, the pair of 
engines might have been 
referred to as the no. 21908, 
although that number failed to 
appear in any reputable refer-
ence guide to postwar Ameri-
can Flyer trains.

Following Gilbert’s switch 
to a five-digit numbering sys-
tem, the T&P GP7 returned in 
1958, but with changes. Previ-
ously issued as a duo, the new 
no. 21831 was a single locomo-
tive with a two-position 

reverse unit and most of the 
features of its predecessors.

However, the decoration 
had been modified. The long 
hood of most 21831s came let-
tered “American Flyer Lines.” 
That suggested the company 
was intent on depleting its left-
over stock, because other units 
were marked in a more proto-
typical fashion with “Texas & 

Pacific” on the long hood sides 
in thin or thick (or light or 
heavy) lettering.

The latter, highly desirable 
variations are, according to the 
2019 edition of Greenberg’s 
American Flyer Pocket Price 
Guide, second only to the no. 
21234 Chesapeake & Ohio 
road diesel (with long steps) in 
value among the American 
Flyer GP7s. The 21831 marked 

Texas & Pacific has a value of 
$541 in excellent condition.

Another “Sunshine Special” 
– no. 20430 for 1958 – was the 
only set with a 21831 T&P GP7 
on the point. The slick Geep 
led the nos. 24029 Bangor & 
Aroostook State of Maine box-
car, 24209 Jersey Central cov-
ered hopper, 24316 Mobilgas 
single-dome tank car, 24539 
New Haven flatcar with plastic 
or silver cardboard pipes, 
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Gilbert changed the numbers of the T&P 

powered and non-powered GP7s for 1956 

because the no. 377 had been upgraded to 

include a sound system called Diesel Roar.
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25049 Rio Grande operating 
Cookie Box boxcar, and 24626 
American Flyer Lines center-
cupola caboose.

One more T&P

The parade of S gauge Texas & 
Pacific GP7 road diesels came 
to a halt after 1958. It had not 
lasted long, but the orange-
and-black beauties left quite an 
impression. American Flyer 
collectors chase after them 
with enthusiasm, especially the 
21831s.

Gilbert offered a final 
salute to the Texas & 
Pacific, a regional railroad 
the Lionel Corp. com-

pletely ignored in the postwar 
era. The Flyer line featured the 
no. (21)812 in 1959 and ’60. 
Not an Electro-Motive unit or 
an Alco, the model replicated a 
Baldwin S-12 diesel switcher.

The locomotive had a black 
plastic shell (painted or 
unpainted) with sides painted 
orange as well as orange and 
black striping on the hood 
front and rear. It featured a 
two-position reverse unit, one 

power truck with two Pull-
Mor power wheels, and an 
operating headlight. The num-
ber “812” in orange was found 
on both sides of the cab.

A (21)812 led set no. 20510 
in 1959. The “Rambler,” which 
retailed for $29.98, came with 
nos. 24047 Great Northern 
boxcar, 24322 Gulf single-
dome tank car, 24539 New 
Haven flatcar with pipes, and 
24632 American Flyer Lines 
center-cupola caboose.

Last came the no. 20610, 

“The Dispatcher,” in 1960. 
That work train, which had the 
same retail price of $29.98, was 
cataloged for only a year. Its 
Baldwin led nos. 24216 Union 
Pacific 3-bay hopper, 24561 
American Flyer Lines crane 
car, 24562 New York Central 
flatcar (no load), and 24627 
American Flyer Lines center-
cupola caboose.

After that year, the Texas & 
Pacific disappeared from the 
Flyer roster of great locomo-
tives. But the elegant look and 
solid performance of the 

Geeps and their kid 
brother Baldwin 

brought them into 
the upper echelon 
of postwar S gauge 
steeds. 

Most examples of the no. 

21831 GP7 came lettered 

“American Flyer Lines” 

(right). But a small number 

were marked in a more 

prototypical fashion with 

“Texas & Pacific” (below).

The no. (21)812 Bald-

win diesel switcher 

pulled a pair of sets: 

the nos. 20510 “Ram-

bler” in 1959 and 

20610 “The Dis-

patcher” in 1960. Both 

items had a retail price 

of $29.98.



By Roger Carp  

THE NO. 120 RAILROADER’S PACK

he gift pack – a deluxe piece 
of merchandise containing 

several basic items from a single 
manufacturer – hardly caught on 
with firms making toy trains in the 
postwar era. Maybe the market 
proved so robust for their individ-

ual S and O gauge products no one saw a 
need to offer more for less.

Lionel had tried cataloging gift packs 
during the prewar era. It had combined 
different accessories or freight cars in a 
large carton. But after 1945, Lionel, like 
Gilbert and Marx, dismissed the idea.

Which offered an opportunity for a 
newcomer. The Colber Corp. decided to 
create gift packs in the 1950s. The best of 
them was the no. 120, which came with 
three of the finest and most popular acces-
sories available from that small business.

Ready for a fight
Tony Collett and William Berke had met 
after the war in New Jersey and decided to 
go into business repairing air-conditioning 
and refrigeration units. When they 
expanded to include home appliances, 
they were inundated with toy trains.

The two started fixing older trains and 
accessories before shifting into the sales of 
new ones. They built up Train Center of 
America in Orange, N.J., into one of the 
premier retail outlets for Lionel.

If Collett and Berke could sell new Lio-
nel trains and repair old ones, then why 
shouldn’t they build what they thought 
was missing. The place to begin, they sur-
mised, was with simple accessories.

In 1948, the nascent Colber Manufac-
turing Co. (the first syllables of their sur-
names formed the name of the venture) 
challenged Lionel with a cheap streetlight. 
Next was a crude automatic gateman.

Different 
kinds of bridges 
followed in 1949 
and ’50. So did 
an inexpensive 
plastic water tower and an 
ingenious oil derrick. A floodlight tower 
from Colber hit the market a year later, 
with a wig-wag, or banjo, signal making its 
debut in 1952.

Lionel, which like Colber produced its 
accessories in Irvington, N.J., had not 
looked kindly on the rise of this upstart. It 
protested when Colber packed its models 
in boxes copied from Lionel’s. Neither did 
Lionel appreciate the release of Colber 
items whose design was obviously bor-
rowed from its own.

Collett and Berke bowed to pressure 
from their neighbor. To protect their 
investment, they turned to Gilbert and 
aimed to broaden its line of Flyer accesso-
ries. Thus did Colber make water and light 
towers, oil derricks, and rotating beacons 
for Gilbert in 1950 and ’51.

Something new
Smart moves by Collett and Berke pre-
served their company’s financial welfare 
well into 1952. The year after witnessed 
stability with little growth. By 1954, both 
partners at the helm worried about the 
shrinking market for toy 
trains and were beginning 
to look to other fields.

To offset declining sales 
and the end of the agreement 
with Gilbert, drastic steps 
had to be taken in 1954. The 
men at the top at Colber 
raised the prices of the com-
pany’s models while introducing 
some less-expensive versions of its 

boulevard lamp and deck 
girder bridge.

Collett also planned to combine a few 
items into gift packs. He hoped the ploy 
would reduce inventory and make various 
accessories appear more desirable.

One gift pack (the no. 119) offered 
consumers seven different lights: four 
street lamps, two spotlights, and one rotat-
ing beacon. A second gift pack (the 120 
featured here) came with a trio of slick 
items: the nos. 108 water tower, 115 wig-
wag signal, and 116 rotating beacon.

The 120 railroaders’ gift package 
arrived in stores in a gray cardboard con-
tainer with red railroad illustrations and 
company lettering. The artwork alone 
should have boosted sales. Sadly, it sold 
poorly and was gone within a year or two. 
Colber then abandoned the train business 
to concentrate on electronics components 
for the next half-century. 

YOUR GIFT
FROM COLBER
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By Roger Carp  •  Photos by William Zuback

GENERAL MILLS 

BROKE GROUND 

WITH MODERN 

COLLECTIBLE 

ROLLING STOCK

period of production opened right after 
global peace returned in 1945 and contin-
ued through 1969, when the original Lio-
nel Corp. leased the rights to manufacture 
and market Lionel trains to General Mills, 
a giant in the field of consumer foods.

Now, exactly half a century after Model 

Products Corp., a division of General 
Mills, introduced its first listing of Lionel 
sets, locomotives, rolling stock, and acces-
sories, it’s time to shift the spotlight to 
what opened the period known as the 
“modern era.” A splendid way of doing so, 
and thus acknowledge what designers had 

achieved, involves concentrating on the 
seven near-scale boxcars cataloged.

Colorful poster
Almost every year of the postwar period, 
Lionel had released a full-color catalog of 
its new products for the general public to 
enjoy and savor. Stunning artwork and 
sharp photographs had filled the many 
pages of those “wish books,” which were 
printed in excess of a million copies annu-
ally and then distributed widely.

General Mills adopted a dramatically 

OF  
Not long ago, in the December 2019 issue of Classic 
Toy Trains, the focus was directed at the final O gauge out-
fits and rolling stock offered by Lionel during what’s popu-
larly referred to as the “postwar era.”  That memorable

STARS
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different course when introducing the new 
Lionel train line for 1970. It brought out a 
unique document, cleverly conceived as a 
22 x 34-inch poster on one side and an 
8-panel catalog on the other.

To be specific, the eye-catching poster 
illustrated on one side “A Lifetime of Rail-
roading.” Sepia-tone images of historic 
events in the history of American rail-
roading surrounded a wonderfully color-
ful depiction of a contemporary rail yard, 
where the latest diesels and specialized 
rolling stock competed for attention.

The reverse consisted of eight panels, 
each measuring 8½ x 11 inches. Three of 
them looked at the outfits available for 
sale. Two others highlighted the accesso-
ries, all of which were updated versions of 
postwar favorites. Another referred glow-
ingly to how realistic and technologically 
advanced the trains were.

The remaining two panels showed and 
described the locomotives and cars, track, 
and transformers consumers would be 
able to purchase in what everyone knew 
was to be a year of transition. The new 

diesels and freight cars looked great, and 
youngsters and adults were eager to learn 
more about the newcomers.

Boxcars to delight
Model Products Corp. offered, besides the 
rolling stock in the seven O gauge and 
O-27 sets, a smattering of freight cars. The 
roster was minimal: one tank car, one gon-
dola, one short and one long hopper, a 
couple of cabooses, and so forth.

The grand exception to the bare-bones 
approach adopted by MPC was the group 

The first year Model Products 

Corp. oversaw the develop-

ment and merchandising of 

the Lionel line, it released 

seven near-scale boxcars. Six 

of the newcomers represented 

road names or paint schemes 

never used during the post-

war era. Models courtesy Michael Connor

F  LIONEL FOR 1970
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of near-scale boxcars unveiled for 1970. 
Seven items arrived, only one of which 
could be considered a reissue of a scheme 
previously cataloged. Called the “Famous 
Name Collector Series,” they were illus-
trated and described in a special red-bor-
dered box in one of the eight panels.

“Scale Model Box Cars,” declared the 
copywriter, labeling them “Authentic rail-
road designs in bright modern colors and 
heralds.” Additional key features of the 
10½-inch-long models included “realistic 
railroad trucks” equipped with “solid steel 
wheels,” sliding doors, and remote-con-
trolled knuckle couplers. The boxcars 
would, the unidentified writer felt certain, 
satisfy a diverse audience consisting of 
“hobbyists, collectors, and railroaders.”

An impressive roster
The seven boxcars available in 1970 
launched the no. 9200 series. MPC 
returned all seven models for a second 
year. Also in 1971, it supplemented the 
initial offerings with another seven new-
comers, one of which was a double-door 
automobile boxcar. For 1972, MPC 
retained all the boxcars it had introduced 
the previous year. However, only one of 
the models from 1970 came back for 1972.

9200 Illinois Central (cataloged 1970-
72). When the third edition of Greenberg’s 
Guide to Lionel Trains, 1970-1991 hit 
bookstores and hobby shops, editors 
Roland E. LaVoie and Michael A. Solly 
had documented 12 variations of this 
orange-painted car with black heat-
stamped graphics. Models varied accord-
ing to body (type V, VI, VII, VIII, or IX), 

door guides (metal or plastic), frame 
(types I, II, or III), and trucks (AAR or 
Symington-Wayne).

The editors commented on the spacing 
of the IC logo and the location of the MPC 
logo. Finally, they noted the existence of a 
scarce variation with an unpainted 
orange-plastic body and postwar bar-end 
trucks equipped with plastic knuckles.

9201 Penn Central (cataloged 1970-
71). Two variations were noted, both 
related to the shade of green used to paint 
the plastic shell, which could differ in 
color. The jade green version came on a 
jade green shell with matching doors. The 
dark green version came on a dark green 
shell with matching doors.

9202 Santa Fe (cataloged 1970-71). 
This was the only boxcar released in 1970 
whose decoration represented a reissue of 
a postwar model – the no. 6464-700 Santa 
Fe cataloged in 1961 and 1966. Three vari-
ations were listed, based mainly on the 
color of the sliding doors. Unlike its fore-
runner with red doors, the 9202 can have 
gray plastic doors painted gray or silver. 
Also, there can be two or three white dots 
to the left of the doors. A scarce variation 
was reported with two dots on one side 
and three on the other. Finally, a rare car 
had an unpainted orange plastic body with 
black lettering and details.

9203 Union Pacific (cataloged 1970-
71). The yellow-painted type-V body shell 
with matching doors and a red-blue-white 
striped Union Pacific herald differed in 
noteworthy respects from the model illus-
trated on the Lionel poster. The latter had 
the Union Pacific herald on the left and its 

“Automated Rail Way” graphics on the 
right. The regular-production 9203 had 
the herald on the right and omitted the 
map graphics, substituting the railroad’s 
name lettered in black on the left.

9204 Northern Pacific (cataloged 
1970-71). This green-painted car with 
white and black outlined lettering had a 
type I frame. The six reported variations 
derived from the body type (VI or VII), 
door guides (metal or plastic), trucks 
(AAR or Symington-Wayne), shade of 
green (ranging from Burlington Northern 
light green to apple green to dark green), 
and presence of a built date (1-70).

9205 Norfolk and Western (cataloged 
1970-71). Nothing much out of the ordi-
nary for this boxcar. It used a type VI 
body shell and type I frame and came with 
metal door guides. Like every other model 
introduced in 1970 except for the 9202 
Santa Fe, it had a built date (BLT 1-70) 
and an MPC logo. Four of the variations 
noted were based on the shade of blue 
paint used (medium to royal to dark) and 
the trucks (AAR or Symington-Wayne). A 
fifth variation came with postwar bar-end 
trucks with plastic knuckles (like a varia-
tion of the 9200 IC).

9206 Great Northern (cataloged 1970-
71). The seventh near-scale boxcar to 
make its debut in 1970 had three varia-
tions. They related to the body shell (type 
VI or VII), the trucks (AAR or Syming-
ton-Wayne), and the degree of lightness in 
the blue paint used on the shell (some 
were more pale than others). The doors 
were uniformly a light shade of blue. The 
lettering and GN herald were white. 

The no. 9201 Penn Central boxcar was the first piece of Lionel rolling 

stock to come painted and lettered for the railroad created when the 

New York Central merged with the Pennsylvania RR in 1968. 
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By Roger Carp

RICHARD SBUTTONI 

WILL ALWAYS 

CHERISH HIS

FATHER’S  

BOYHOOD TRAIN

R
ichard Sbuttoni shakes his head in disbelief. He just 
can’t understand why any family would choose to get 
rid of a toy train that had belonged to someone in 

the previous generation. What reason, he asks, would a per-
son offer to explain why he or she sold or gave away a Lio-
nel or an American Flyer set that had once been cherished 
by a grandparent, uncle, or mom or dad?

Call it being sentimental or praise it as an expression of a 
deep sense of loyalty to and love of the generation that 
raised him. Richard wouldn’t think of getting rid of the Lio-
nel no. 224E steam engine his deceased father ran and trea-

sured as a youngster coming of age in the 1940s. Every 
Christmas, as seen in the photo Richard submitted, he 
brings out the prewar locomotive his grandfather bought 
from a fellow employee at the Taft Hotel in New York City.

The O gauge steamer was a gift for the boy who grew up 
to be Richard’s dad. Along with it were a few freight cars, 
including a no. 3659 operating dump car. It still works in 
tandem with the no. 97 coal elevator evident in the black-
and-white photo snapped at Christmas in 1946 or ’47.

A Lionel train built 80 years ago still runs like a charm 
and helps a son honor the memory of his father. 

of a Lıonel prewar set

MANY 
WONDERS 

The

The Lionel no. 224E engine 

leading prewar freight cars 

under the Christmas tree 

enjoyed by Joseph Sbuttoni 

and his cousin, Marie, after 

World War II continue to be 

treasured by his family 70 

years later.
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By Roger Carp

PAUL V. AMBROSE HAS SPENT A LIFETIME SEARCHING 

FOR THE VERY FINEST LIONEL POSTWAR TRAINS

he notion of the train 
collector as lone wolf 
– refusing anyone’s 

help while hunting for what 
will elevate his collection 
above all others – refuses to 
die. People keep speaking 
about giants of the hobby 
who amassed hordes of the 

rarest items without making a friend.
Sorry to shatter the myth, but the 

individuals with the finest collections of 
prewar or postwar trains I’ve seen relied 
on assistance and expertise shared by 
more experienced guys and dealers. And 
they made lots of friends along the way.

Paul V. Ambrose epitomizes that 
trend. He talks about the help and 
insights shared by a variety of people in 

the hobby. Lou Shur and Ed Prendeville 
come up, as do Bruce Greenberg, Harry 
Lovelock, and Joe Algozzini.

But one gentleman has done the most 
to spark a love of trains in Paul and so 
influenced the extraordinary collection 
he has built over his life. This man is the 
reason Paul uses his middle initial. He 
does so to pay homage to his father, Paul 
P. Ambrose. The respected student of 
Lionel who has changed the hobby 
remains the son of an honorable man.

Starting very young
If Paul belies one hobby stereotype – the 
lone wolf obsessed with snagging every 
model on his extensive want list – he 
does provide proof of the accuracy of 
another one. Specifically, the collector 

who received his first train before he 
was old enough to know what it was. 
Paul was barely 4 years old when he 
became the owner of a Lionel O gauge 
outfit on Christmas morning of 1950.

How does Paul explain that miracu-
lous event? Simple. Paul P. Ambrose, like 
many new fathers who had returned 
from World War II eager to create an 
ideal life, believed a Lionel train set was 
absolutely essential to what he wanted. 
No sacrifice would have been too great.

As a consequence, Paul P., whose 
own father had emigrated from Lithua-
nia, picked out an outstanding steam 
freight train and connected a loop of 
three-rail track beneath the family’s dec-
orated Christmas tree. Awaiting his little 
son was set no. 2141WS from 1949.

MODELS
EXCEPTIONAL
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Smart planning
Paul P. was a shrewd shopper. He devised a 
clever plan for paying for that outfit, which 
originally had retailed for $57.50 ($611 in 
today’s dollars) from wages he earned as a 
coal miner in western Pennsylvania.

After Christmas, as became plain to Paul 
V. just a few years later, his father would 
take a trolley to one of the outlets in nearby 
Pittsburgh that sold Lionel trains. He knew 
leftover merchandise had been reduced in 
price by half. Then it was simply a matter of 
paying for the set using the store’s own lay-
away or charge plan.

The elder Ambrose had put his plan into 
motion long before Christmas. On Decem-
ber 25, his son gazed with fascination as the 
no. 671 Turbine and its no. 2671 stream-
lined tender pulled a pair of operating cars 
(the nos. 3461 log car and 3472 milk car), 
along with a no. 6456 hopper and a no. 6457 
illuminated Southern Pacific-type caboose.

Who among the three generations of the 
Ambrose clan gathered together could have 
predicted that the life of their youngest 
member had just gained direction? They 
likely believed Paul, while only a toddler, 
was destined to do great things. But would 
they have guessed so many of his accom-
plishments would involve Lionel trains?

Launching an empire
Paul loved the train, with its puffing smoke 
and headlight, as much as his father and 
uncles did. That was all the encouragement 
the elder Ambrose needed. Two more cata-
loged outfits arrived a year later, launching 
a routine that lasted through the decade. 
Eventually, say by 1954, the younger Paul 
was perusing the new catalog and request-
ing particular sets and engines with hopes 
of getting them.

Before long, Paul understood the system 
his dad had to keep building their 3-rail 
empire. He appreciated the sacrifices his 
parents made so their roster of sets and 
models might grow. And he was grateful for 
the $2.00 his father put down every week at 
Gimbel Bros. or Kaufmann’s Department 
Store or the local Western Auto or Firestone 
dealer until the trains were paid for.

The pattern continued all through the 
decade. Every Thanksgiving the boxes of 
Lionel trains were carefully unpacked, and 
the Ambrose “men” planned their new lay-
out. They would spend hours operating the 
amazing roster, with neighbors dropping by 
to take a turn at the controls. Once the cal-
endar changed and a new year had begun, 
Paul knew his parents soon would tell him 
to put the trains away.

Paul and his wife, Gloria, are 

high school sweethearts who 

got together again after 

attending their 30-year class 

reunion. They have filled their 

beautiful home with antique 

furniture and lamps, American 

art, and Lionel trains.

Sharp-eyed observers should be able to identify the traits that make these two Lionel NW2 diesel switchers real gems 

LEFT: The red model in the collection accumulated by Paul V. Ambrose not only has the gray-painted frame and yellow-

painted platform railings associated with the scarcest version of the no. 600 Missouri-Kansas-Texas engine; better, it was 

mistakenly heat-stamped “610” with the Erie RR herald Lionel had intended for another NW2 introduced in 1955. 

RIGHT: The scarcest version of the 610 Erie had a yellow-painted frame and platform railings. All photos by Forrest Nace



No point in objecting, not when Paul 
could depend on his father to keep bring-
ing home the best of the best. Thanks to 
the generosity of his folks, he ran no. 2379 
Denver & Rio Grande Western F3 diesels 
in an A-B-B-A combination. Train Mas-
ters ended up being double-headed so 
they could pull long trains filled with 
near-scale boxcars and gondolas, flatcars 
loaded with vehicles and logs, and double- 
and triple-dome tank cars. A deluxe illu-
minated caboose rode at the rear.

Life with Lionel hardly lost momentum 
after Paul entered high school and started 
to drive. He intended to pursue higher 
education and carve out a business career. 
All the while, he knew deep in his heart 
toy trains were part of his future.

Amazing discovery
Paul is the kind of fellow that exudes a 
strong sense of confidence. When he 
really knows something – whether about 
business, Lionel trains, or himself – you 

can feel it. You realize there’s no purpose 
in arguing or disagreeing with him.

The point behind this observation is 
that Paul knew instinctively he would 
someday return to the world of Lionel. 
Even though he had put his sets and cars 
away when leaving home and entering the 
worlds of college and then business, there 
was absolutely no doubt in his mind that 
he would again make them central.

Maybe this inner feeling, like a com-
pass whose needle always points to the 
north, explains why after launching a 
career in the apparel industry in New York 
City during the 1970s, Paul felt pulled to a 
tiny storefront on East 23rd Street Avenue 
where toy trains were on display. He had 
encountered Madison Hardware Co., 
undoubtedly the most famous retailer ever 
to stock and repair Lionel trains.

Presiding behind the counter or 
perched on a ladder in search of a boxed 
item were the brothers in charge at Madi-
son: Lou Shur and Carl Shaw. Paul met the 
pair and, as was true with other collectors, 
came face to face with their less-than-
genial demeanor. Lou and Carl showed lit-
tle interest in their new customer.

That was okay with Paul. He was a 
smart businessman, like Lou, and under-
stood the need to win over the owner. So 
Paul never left Madison without making a 
purchase. It might have been an inexpen-
sive gondola or a common caboose, but it 
was something. Lou and Carl liked that.

Lionel needed to put together a preproduction version of its brand-

new no. 6464-325 Baltimore & Ohio Sentinel boxcar for the artists preparing 

the advance catalog for release to the toy trade early in 1956. Workers at its 

factory in northern New Jersey hastily painted a plastic shell and door silver 

and then added the lower band of aqua blue. Then they affixed decals to 

only one side of the near-scale car.

Outfit 1587S, known throughout the collecting community as the “Girl’s Set,” 

had many drawbacks, accounting for weak sales in 1957 and ’58. One advantage 

the O-27 train had, however, was being the first Lionel outfit to include two mem-

bers of the no. 6464 series of near-scale boxcars. Both came painted in pastel hues 

to appeal to girls or their mothers. The no. 6464-515 Missouri-Kansas-Texas car in 

that set featured a yellow-painted plastic body shell with aqua blue doors. Paul 

owns this unique paint sample heat-stamped with the number Lionel already had 

used in 1956 for a Tuscan red M-K-T boxcar. The latter came marked “6464350.”
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Then came the day when Paul was able 
to offer them something much better. 
Madison typically assembled outfits for 
Christmas. Lou and Carl grabbed old 
locomotives and random cars off the 
shelves and from their vast inventory to 
create sets. Only one problem – there had 
run out of cartons to pack the trains in.

Paul came to the rescue and had doz-
ens of new corrugated cardboard boxes 
delivered by his business supplier. Lou and 
Carl expressed gratitude for the favor. 
From then on, Paul gained access to their 
hidden stash of scarce and unique Lionel 
items, along with many mint pieces and 
never-opened sets from the 1960s.

Lasting friendship
Paul’s friendship with Lou and Carl blos-
somed over the years. The three gentle-
men met for breakfast early on many Sat-
urday mornings before the store opened. 
Paul usually picked up the bill. Then came 
his gift: time alone in the store with just 
the brothers.

Always showing great respect for Carl 
and Lou, Paul stayed in touch with them 
even after ownership of Madison Hard-
ware had passed to the late Richard 
Kughn, then the owner of Lionel Trains 
Inc. He moved everything to Michigan.

The role Paul P. Ambrose had formerly 
played in Paul’s life – introducing him to 
Lionel electric trains and then nurturing 
his knowledge and appreciation of them – 
had passed in the 1970s and ’80s to the 
two brothers running Madison.

Carl and Lou, besides helping Paul 
build his great collection, shared with him 
stories of Joshua Lionel Cowen and other 

executives at the firm. In doing so they 
helped him understand the genius behind 
the development and marketing of Lionel’s 
products. Gradually, Paul was becoming 
an expert on postwar trains.

Another influential duo
During the 1980s, formative years in the 
hobby for Paul, another pair of gentlemen 
– friends and business associates rather 
than brothers – also assisted him in gath-
ering pristine and desirable pieces. He 
credited Ed Prendeville and the late Bob 
Morgan at Train Collectors Warehouse 
with influencing what he bought and 
shedding light on its importance. Their 
insights and tips proved invaluable.

On a regular basis, Paul traveled from 
metropolitan New York to inspect the lat-
est items Ed and Bob had added to their 
impressive inventory. He was one of the 
few granted the privilege to wander the 
aisles at Train Collectors Warehouse and 
examine closely the latest gems there.

Spending hours looking over the trains 
at Ed and Bob’s facility, located in Spring 
Valley, N.Y., and later in Parsippany, N.J., 
enabled Paul to do more than claim 
incredible prizes. He was receiving an 
education in all things Lionel.

To be sure, Paul arranged to purchase a 
number of unique Lionel pieces. Many of 
the paint samples and preproduction 
items in his display cabinets came from 

Based on the rolling stock used, designers at Lionel were considering a train 

set aimed at girls early in 1954 – three years before the actual O-27 set no. 1587S 

Lady Lionel made its debut. They requested that various models be painted in 

colors that might appeal to girls. Paul owns several of these fascinating color 

experiments, including this one painted in a shade of green he has labeled “mint.” 

The no. 6417 Pennsylvania RR porthole caboose, just like the matching nos. 3656 

operating cattle car and 6456 Lehigh Valley hopper in his collection, has lettering 

and graphics heat-stamped on both sides in black.

In 1952, after offering the no. 3464 operating boxcar decorated for the New York Central and the Santa Fe, Lionel decided to add a 

third road name. The no. 3474 Western Pacific featured a silver-painted body with a large yellow feather decal across the side. The 

advance catalog for 1952 showed it as part of three sets. Like the model shown here, the boxcar in the advance catalog mistakenly 

had the “3464” product number of the earlier ones. Also, the decaled “W.P.” was larger.
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Train Collectors Warehouse. As important 
was getting opportunities to study multi-
ple examples of virtually every locomotive 
and type of rolling stock Lionel had cata-
loged in the postwar era. Paul noticed sub-
tle differences in their composition and 
decoration that would advance his under-
standing of those trains.

Just as Paul’s deep interest in Lionel 
had tightened his bonds with Lou and 
Carl, so too did it nurture a lasting friend-
ship with Ed and Bob. All of them felt a 
fascination with Lionel trains that truly 
extended beyond wishing to own certain 
items. Ed and Paul sought to learn more 
about the firm and to understand why it 
had introduced various models and how it 
had designed and made them.

Eager to share
Throughout the 1980s, individuals in the 
toy train hobby attempted to make knowl-
edge of different manufacturers and their 
prewar and postwar trains accessible to 
collectors. They shared what they had 
observed and aimed to publish the infor-
mation they had compiled. Leading the 
way was Bruce Greenberg, who reprinted 
vintage catalogs and put out annual price 
guides and reference books.

In the long parade of people who had 
shaped Paul’s appreciation of Lionel trains 
and helped him rise in the field, Bruce 
assumed a special role. He was the one 
who dared ask Paul’s view of the overviews 

of Lionel postwar trains he had done, only 
to be rebuffed by words of disappointment 
and derision.

Bruce, backed into a corner, could only 
defend himself by suggesting Paul step 
forward and write something more com-
prehensive: “What can you do?”

Quite a challenge! Yet anyone who has 
known Paul will not be surprised for a 
minute to hear he accepted Bruce’s offer 
without giving it a second thought.

Steady effort led to an outstanding and 
much-improved survey of Lionel’s loco-
motives and all its rolling stock cataloged 
during the postwar period of 1945 to 
1969. Paul had studied those models for 
many years, right down to the trucks and 
couplers installed. The depth and extent of 
his research, not to mention the authority 
he brought to the project, culminated in 
the most definitive volumes.

Collaboration is key
Always remember when assessing Paul’s 
writing that he wisely benefited from 
insights and information shared by other 
top-flight collectors. Never did he pre-
sume to know everything or intend to 
ignore what others were discovering.

One significant collaborator in the vol-
umes Paul compiled for Greenberg Pub-
lishing Co. about individual models and 
outfits cataloged by Lionel was his good 
friend, the late Harold Lovelock. Together, 
they shed a lot of light on the contents of 

every postwar set, plus the variations of 
different locomotives and railcars and 
some of the fascinating rare and unusual 
items reported to exist.

Paul’s friendship with the fellow nick-
named “Harry” took off in the 1980s, after 
Ed Prendeville introduced two of his best 
and most knowledgeable postwar custom-
ers. Paul and Harry took an immediate 
liking to one another and quickly figured 
out where their collecting interests over-
lapped and where they diverged. 

Harry was always interested in the 
advance catalogs Lionel released to its 
authorized retail accounts early in the pro-
duction year. He emphasized their impor-
tance to Paul, noting how many rare items 
were exactly as artists had shown them in 
those catalogs.

Very soon, Paul and Harry were 
attending local as well as national train 
shows together. They had a standing rule 
that resolved all disagreements: “We 
would flip a coin to decide who went first,” 
Paul explains. “The winner was given first 
shot at any and all items of interest for sale 
on the first set of tables. Once we had fin-
ished that area, the other guy went first on 
the next set. We never had a fight.”

With various projects sponsored by 
Greenberg Publishing occupying his time, 
Paul sensibly got Harry involved. They 
investigated the sets and variations in their 
collections before reaching out to other 
advanced Lionel enthusiasts. The result of 
their collaboration were some heavily doc-
umented and illustrated books. 

Their most significant contribution to 
postwar collecting, at least in the estima-
tion of some of their peers, was the Green-
berg reference book Paul and Harry com-
pleted on rare and unusual Lionel items. 
Never before had so many engineering 
mock-ups, paint samples, and preproduc-
tion models been shown in a single vol-
ume. The color photographs presented a 
treasure trove of unique trains.

Another friend helps
Paul, determined to do everything possi-
ble to show what Lionel had done during 
the postwar decades, eventually turned his 
attention to a niche enveloped in mystery. 
He owned a number of boxed train sets 
whose contents separated them from any 
described or illustrated in Lionel’s annual 
consumer catalogs. 

Other leading hobbyists also had 
become aware of what they referred to as 

In 1957, Ronald Saypol, serving as the chief assistant to Lionel’s executive vice 

president Alan Ginsburg, sought to negotiate deals with manufacturers of various 

consumer goods to advertise their wares on Lionel rolling stock. He worked with 

executives at the Whirlpool Corp. on the sale of an exclusive promotional outfit. 

Set no. X-589 featured a no. 6024 8½-inch-long boxcar with Whirlpool graphics. 

Lionel created this unique preproduction model of the red plastic car, using decals 

to show people at Whirlpool how the final heat-stamped markings would look. 



“uncataloged,” or “promotional,” outfits. 
Unfortunately for them, the purposes and 
sources of those odd sets had eluded them. 
Paul decided to tackle that puzzle.

The perfect collaborator on a project of 
such magnitude and complexity was Joe 
Algozzini, an acknowledged expert on 
postwar Lionel trains whose experience 
and knowledge rivaled Paul’s. They shared 
information about the outfits in their col-
lections and then pursued data from Lio-
nel and the archives maintained by retail 
chains that had sold uncataloged sets in 
the 1950s and ’60s, including Sears, Roe-
buck & Co.; Montgomery Ward; Firestone 
Tire & Rubber Co.; Western Auto Supply 
Co.; and Spiegel.

The fourth volume in Bruce Green-
berg’s distinguished series on postwar Lio-
nel trains and accessories arrived in 1992. 
As written by Paul and Joe, it offered curi-
ous hobbyists an unprecedented survey of 
uncataloged sets, enhanced by dozens of 
color photos of actual outfits held in col-
lections across the U.S.

Thanks to the research conducted by 
Paul and Joe, readers were at last able to 
see which businesses and organizations 
Lionel had worked with in the second half 
of the postwar era to create those unique 
sets. In addition, they could verify the 
contents of the outfits they had acquired 
and calculate what might be missing.

Never stopping
The flow of publications either authored 
or edited by Paul has slowed over the past 
20 or so years. But that hardly means he is 
taking a leave of absence from the ranks of 

postwar experts. Articles bearing Paul’s 
byline continue to appear in the periodi-
cals being put out by hobby organizations 
as well as in Classic Toy Trains.

Moreover, Paul keeps adding to his 
sterling collection, especially in the area of 
boxes. He was among the first group of 
postwar enthusiasts to search for original 
component and outfit boxes as well as 
master cartons. Paul insisted the packag-
ing enhanced what could be learned from 
a locomotive or a set. Getting rid of boxes 
or even separating them from their con-
tents was short-sighted at best.

In many ways, Paul and the amazing 
collection he has assembled over his life-
time go on honoring the people who have 
taught him a love of Lionel trains.

Visit him and you feel as though the 
spirit of Madison Hardware Co. has sur-
vived. Talk with him and you get a sense 
of what his long conversations with Ed 
Prendeville and Harry Lovelock were like. 
Most of all, listen as Paul speaks with pas-
sion about his trains and you imagine you 
are hearing his father preparing to buy 
something new. The heritage Paul P. 
Ambrose built lives on in Paul V. 

Anyone who has collected as long as Paul has will inevitably chance upon a car or a locomotive whose appearance 

leaves them intrigued, despite the fact that it can’t be documented or even explained. Consider this no. 2534 streamlined 

Pullman car painted deep green with a red band going across the window and two thin yellow stripes bordering it. Decals 

were used to identify the passenger car as belonging to the “Norfolk and Western” with “Hampden Sydney” as its name. Paul 

has no idea whether the colorful car represented original Lionel production or if someone at the hobby shop in Linden, N.J., 

where he had purchased it, created it on a whim. Either way, it always gets attention from fellow postwar experts.

In the late 1950s and early ”60s, Lionel reached out to many retail businesses, 

consumer organizations, and producers of housewares in hopes they might place 

orders for or even subsidize the production of novel pieces of rolling stock. Paul 

owns a few examples of these rarities, including this unpainted black plastic hop-

per from about 1960. The lettering and graphics were decals, as was the “0000” 

(indicative of a preproduction model). A sales executive might have used it to 

attract attention from Colgate-Palmolive, a producer of consumer goods that did 

sponsor a contest in 1959 for which Lionel trains were offered as prizes.
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I’m impressed with this Lionel steamer.
This model, offered in Chicago & 

North Western, Illinois Central, Southern 
Pacific, and Union Pacific road names, 
will please steam and passenger train 
enthusiasts with its appearance, flexibility 
in command operation, and amazing 
sound package. 

The first thing I learned was that the 
Illinois Central did indeed have a small 
number of 4-4-2s in its fleet. Dating from 
the early 1900s, the high-stepping passen-

ger locomotives did what Atlantics were 
known for – pulling fast passenger trains. 
As they grew older, a small number were 
converted to freight engines. 

■ OPENING THE BOX

As amazing as this O gauge locomotive is, 
what first caught my eye was the silky 
smooth gray-and-black paint scheme. The 
gray smokebox is just the right color to 
accentuate the headlight and number 
boards, builder’s plate, and classification 

A magnificent 4-4-2
THE LIONEL O GAUGE LEGACY A6 ATLANTIC, ILLINOIS CENTRAL NO. 1003

WITH THE CTT STAFF

PRODUCT REVIEWS

O GAUGE 4-4-2 ATLANTIC FROM LIONEL
Price: $799.99 (no. 1931200) Features: Die-cast metal construction, wireless 

tether, tender coil coupler, illuminated cab, adjustable smoke output, Lionel 

Legacy command and sound systems, Odyssey II speed control, Bluetooth 

capable for LionChief universal remote or LionChief app Low speed (conven-

tional): 5.5 scale mph Low speed (command mode): 3.9 scale mph Current 

production road names: Chicago & North Western, Illinois Central,  Southern 

Pacific (standard or Daylight), Union Pacific Website: www.Lionel.com

lights. The tender also has 3-lens marker 
lamps. 

The handrails run from the cab along 
the boiler, then gently curve down and 
around the smokebox. The gray paint also 
accents the deep, clean casting of the 
smokebox rivets and hinges. 

It’s interesting that the pipes to the 
steam chests start out gray, but below the 
running board they match the black of the 
pilot, boiler, cab, and tender. I thought this 
was a nice cosmetic detail.

At first glance the pilot may appear 
solid, but it does have see-through slats 
and a scale-size front coupler. All the 
walking surfaces, such as the pilot and cat-
walk, are smooth.

The riveting ends with the smokebox, 
and the key boiler feature is the bands 
around it. Topside details include a tall 
smokestack, steam and sand domes, a 
power generator, and a whistle.

Near the catwalk you’ll find the air 
compressors and cast-in piping. Below 
them, the pilot wheels, running gear, and 
wheel tires are natural metal.

The cab has riveting on the roof, and at 
their stations are two crew figures. The 

T
his is the finest 4-4-2 Atlantic model I’ve ever seen, and I have 
Kent Johnson to thank for having a chance to play with it. He 
bought it for his dad, Carl, and I had about an hour to put it 
through its paces.
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flickering firebox glow looks great at slow 
speeds. The backhead gauges have painted 
faces, which make the engine’s “control 
center” look more authentic. Below the 
cab, the firebox is painted gray.

The locomotive and tender are con-
nected with a wireless drawbar. This junc-
tion is considerably smaller than those 
used just a few years back. The tender has 
steps on all four corners, and you’ll find 
nice rivet detail on the sides and top. The 
coal bunker is filled with chunk-style coal, 
which is more realistic than the old hobby 
standard of a cast-in load.

 The water hatch has two 
scale handles, but a finger 
can raise the lid and find a 
manual volume control. Just 
behind this is a backup light 
with the engine numbers on 
the side. Lighting is direc-
tional, so when the locomo-
tive is in reverse, the backup 
light comes on.

The rear has a remote 
coupler and a simulated 
uncoupling lever. There are 
grabirons to help crewmen 
hoist themselves up to the 
ladder. Once on top, they 
can check the light or pour 

water into the tank. The marker lights on 
the tender look brilliant in bright light, but 
appear to be superb warning devices in 
the dark!
 
■ ON THE TEST TRACK

A scale model, the Atlantic has a wonder-
fully compact footprint: 16½ inches cou-
pler to coupler. Don’t judge performance 
by the size; this is a champ.

The first thing you have to decide is 
how you want to run the locomotive. 
There are lots of options.

The Atlantic can be run in conven-
tional mode. It can also be run with Lio-
nel’s Legacy command system, or its pre-
decessor, TrainMaster Command Control. 
You can also add it to the LionChief Uni-
versal Remote, or use the app on your tab-
let or cell phone.

The model performed well regardless 
of how it was controlled. My personal 
favorite controls were the Universal 
remote and the iPhone app. I think the lat-
ter is the easiest entry point for doing 
what most of us do – start and stop, blow 

the horn or whistle, ring the 
bell, and uncouple cars.

The startup sounds are 
great, and the steady back-
ground noises of the steam 
hiss, ker-thunks, and crew 
conversation are appealing. 
The engine starts to move 
forward in a fluid motion, so 
unlike our beloved Lionel 
steamers of the 1950s. 

The wow factor for the 
sound system was best 
detected when the model 
was creeping along. You 
could hear the tortured 
sound of steel against steel, 

Lionel’s Legacy A6 4-4-2 Atlantic is a potent package of looks and performance.

FRONT VIEW REAR VIEW

continued on page 58



PRODUCT REVIEWS

wheels, springs, and joints of the 
engine and tender that didn’t 
really want to move. I ended up 
grabbing several folks passing the 
workshop and saying, “Hey, 
you’ve gotta hear this.”

The sound and smoke unit are 
synchronized. The matching 
chuffs begin slowly, chuff … chuff 
… chuff, each with a matching 
puff of smoke. Listening to the 
sound and watching the running 
gear move made me smile. As 
speed picked up, the chuff-puff 
rates kept up with each other.

The whistle was robust and 
provided a blast that matched 
your press of the button – no 
standardized whistle here.  

Crunching the numbers, our 
conventional low speed was 5.5 
scale miles per hour. The com-
mand-mode low speed was 3.9 
scale miles per hour. Our high 
end (limited by the straight run of 
the test track) was 56.2 scale miles 
per hour. Drawbar pull for the 
locomotive was 16.8 ounces.

All things considered, the 
locomotive looks great, has ample 
detailing, and features superb 
sound and smoke. The days of 
buying a sharp-looking locomo-
tive and just letting it sit on a shelf 
are gone. Further, it would be a 
crime to let a locomotive like this 
sit around getting dusty. 

Oh, and a note to Carl John-
son, Kent made the right choice! 

– Bob Keller 

continued from page 57

M
y favorite freight car 

is the boxcar, 

because, as Darren 

McGavin said in A Christmas 

Story, “There could be any-

thing in there.” But the gon-

dola gets lots of points for 

play value from old and 

young alike.

Anyone who owns a gon-

dola knows you can load one 

with ready-made O gauge 

cargo such as crates, barrels, 

or loose coal.

Don’t like those? Create 

your own: A pile of washers 

of assorted sizes, broken train 

parts like side rods, or small 

metal bits make a scrap load. 

Railroad ties are also good; 

Get some balsa and trim the 

pieces to a uniform size, then 

couple the gondola to a 

wreck train. You can even col-

lect twigs from your shrubs 

and pose them as wood on 

the way to a paper mill.

If you really want to get 

into the holiday spirit, gon-

dolas are particularly good 

for hauling candy around the 

Christmas tree, unless you 

have curious pets!

■ WHY THESE CARS?

These Menards gondolas tick 

a lot of boxes. They are color-

ful cars with modern graph-

ics and unique numbers. Last 

but not least, they come in 

below the $25 price point.

The cars measure 11 

inches long, 27/16 inches wide, 

and 2 inches tall. They oper-

ate on O-27 curves, the tight-

est in O gauge.

While you can find inex-

pensive used gondolas at a 

train show or swap meet, 

these cars are factory fresh. 

They have metal wheels, 

operating couplers, and con-

temporary design. This 

makes a difference in regard 

to painting and decoration. 

Modern techniques are supe-

rior to those of the postwar 

period, and it shows.

The graphics of the Men-

ards cars are skillfully applied. 

If you asked a modeler which 

he or she prefers – six gon-

dolas with the same car 

number, or six cars with six 

numbers – I’m sure the var-

ied numbers will win.

Can you get variety on a 

budget? Absolutely. There 

are 12 road names from all 

over the country. At about 

$20 each, they give the pro-

spective buyer plenty to 

think about. – Bob

Ultimate budget cargo carrier
FLEET FILLERS

Price: $19.99 Road names currently available: Baltimore & Ohio (blue, orange, and 
white), CSX (yellow and blue), Chicago & North Western (black and yellow with 
North Western logo), New Haven (orange, black, and white), Pennsylvania RR (Tus-
can red and white with keystone logo), Santa Fe (silver and red with logo), Soo Line 
(red, white, and black), Union Pacific (yellow, red, black, and the UP shield), U.S. Army 
(green, white, and a camouflage pattern), U.S. Navy (blue and white), Western Pacific 
(silver and black with orange feather logo). Available from: www.Menards stores; 
Menards.com/Trains

This is the first installa-

tion of Fleet Fillers, reviews 

of equipment to help fill 

out a car roster inexpen-

sively. Items may be new 

or vintage, but must be 

commonly available in 

stores or on the secondary 

market for $25 or less in 

good condition. The goal 

is to help create colorful 

operating collections in a 

budget-friendly manner.
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T
here are probably a 
thousand potential 
industries that can 
be added to a model 

railroad. The J. Shepherd & 
Sons Dog Food Factory is one 
I’d never thought of. Consid-
ering that Jack, the Menards 
German shepherd mascot, 
is everywhere these days, it 
makes sense for him to have 
his own brand of dog food. 

The left side of the O gauge 
building  has a stairway rising 
to a second-floor entry. The 
front has an office door and a 
recessed loading dock for 
truck deliveries and ship-
ments. Also on the front are 
two large windows and an 

electronic sign with fun ani-
mation showing kibble pour-
ing out of a bag into a dog 
bowl. The right side has two 
storage silos. 

The dock is raised to truck-
trailer height and has ware-
house and office entries. Jack 
is on hand, looking for free 
samples of his tasty food.

The roof is corrugated 
metal and is a busy location as 
there are employees maintain-
ing the equipment. This 
includes three vents, a dust 
collector, a propane-style tank, 
and a water tank (being 
painted). The water tank has 
one warning light, and the 
silos on the side have four.

The J. Shepherd & Sons Dog Food Factory is the latest fully-

assembled O gauge structure from Menards. The multiple-story 

building features an animated illuminated sign, a loading dock 

with workers, an exterior staircase, and a detailed rooftop.

Feeding Fido
THE MENARDS O GAUGE J. SHEPHERD DOG FOOD FACTORY

J. SHEPHERD DOG FOOD FACTORY 

FROM MENARDS 
Price: $99.99 (no. 279-4494) Features: Fully assembled and 

decorated, six  figures and Jack the dog, warning lights, ani-

mated sign, loading dock, and train run-through. For illumi-

nation the factory requires a Menards 4.5-volt power sup-

ply, sold separately. Website: www.Menards.com/Trains

The appearance and extra 
industrial features up top make 
this building a candidate for a 
creative conversion to another 
product or industry. But why 
bother? You can easily enjoy 
the Menards J. Shepherd & 
Sons Dog Food Factory as it 
comes, especially with its great 

illumination and live action 
sign. Besides, how many of you 
can truthfully say your layout 
already has a pet food manu-
facturer!

Come on, you know you 
need one. Otherwise, you may 
get caught barking up the 
wrong tree! – Bob
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Check out the editors’ favorite products! 

Choose from a wide selection of books, 

special issues, digital downloads, DVDs, 

posters, and more!

Price does not include shipping. Sales tax where applicable.
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Products

KalmbachHobbyStore.com/ToyTrains
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LEGENDARY
LOCOMOTIVES
POSTCARDS
DRESSED TO IMPRESS

Trains don’t come in standard uniforms all the 

time. Sometimes railroads dress their modern 

diesel locomotives with historic paint schemes, 

tribute designs, and other commemorative attire. 

Some of these beautifully unique uniforms can 

be seen in Trains Magazines’ brand-new set of 

50 postcards.

This exclusive postcard set includes 50 premium 

quality 4” x 6” card matte finish postcards, each 

featuring a di  erent vibrantly-colored locomotive.

P37025

Order today: 

KALMBACHHOBBYSTORE.COM/RRPOSTCARDS
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Arkansas Traveler Hobbies

Located in the heart of Bald Knob
Visit our 100 year old 1915 MoPac Depot,

and Regional Rail Museum

400 Market Street • Bald Knob, AR 72010
501-RAILFAN (724-5326)

athtrains@yahoo.com

Visit ClassicToyTrains.com/DigitalEditions

Read Classic Toy Trains on your favorite device! 

 • Live links.

 • Zoom in & magnify.

 • Bookmark pages.

Digital!Go

Tinplate Repair Parts, Light Bulbs & Supplies

for Dealers, Collectors and Operators!

SUPER-FLEXIBLE WIRE for pick-up rollers, and…

LIONEL-TYPE
2,3,4,5 and 6-WIRE

FLAT CABLE
WIRE-Plex

TM

      2966 South Church Street 
Suite 167, Burlington, NC 27215

Wire-Plex.com
Phone: (336) 549-0343 • Email: davis@wire-plex.com

NEW 

contact 

info

TK
TRAINS

Phone 740-633-6607

Visit us online for great savings!

www.tandkhobby.com

O Gauge Trains, Track, Scenery,  

Accessories and Much More!  

Fully detailed, operating O gauge layout.  

We have Lionel, MTH,  

Atlas and many others!

500 Hall St, Building 1
Bridgeport, OH 43912

Just off I-70

ACCURATE, AUTHENTIC, PROFESSIONAL 

RESTORATIONS SINCE 1972.

L & L Model Train Restoration Co.
www.LenCarparelli.com

LEN CARPARELLI

1 Orient Way, Suite F-348, Rutherford, NJ 07070 • (201) 438-1266

Visit our website to download our free catalog.

MODEL RAIL SCENES

CUSTOM LAYOUTS

& BUILDINGS

207-564-0705

www.modelrailscenes.com www.brennansmodelrr.com

Crushed Granite BALLAST
Dennis Brennan says,  

“It ain’t chicken grit!”

Brennan’s Model Railroading
P.O. Box 520174 Independence, MO 64052 • (816) 252-4605

www.oscalehauler.com

The ultimate transportation and storage 
solution for your O Scale trains

oscalehauler@verizon.net  • 951-500-0506

CTT • 07/01/2012 • BW • 1 IN

ChooChooAuctions.com

www.choochooauctions.com

Easy to use. Friendly, fast, and fun.  

Please stop by and say hi!

The premier site for serious train collectors, 

whether you are buying or selling!
New items  

listed  
every day!  

Port Lines 
HOBBY

www.portlines.com
ON-LINE AMERICAN 

FLYER PARTS CATALOG

AF, Lionel, MTH, Am. Models, 

& other S-gauge products!

“Your S-Gauge 
Specialists !”

doug@portlines.com  

(978) 465-8798
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Events
AL, MOBILE: Model Train Show sponsored by South West 
Alabama Railroad Modelers (SWARM). Via Health, Fitness 
and Enrichment Center, 1717 Dauphin Street. March 14-15, 
2020, Saturday 9:00am-5:00pm; Sunday 11:00am-4:00pm. 
Admission $5.00, family $10.00, under 10 free. Operating 
layouts, demonstrations and dealers. Contact Charlie Boyer, 
251-454-0572, email charlieboye66@att.net

CO, DENVER: Rocky Mountain Train Show March 7-8, 
2020. Denver Merchandise Mart, 451 East 58th Avenue, 
Denver, CO 80216. Saturday, 10:00am-5:00pm, Sunday 
10:00am-4:00pm. 2-1/2 acres of model trains of all scales, 30 
l a y o u t s ,  70 0  s a l e s  t a b l e s ,  c l i n i c s  a n d  m o r e .  
A dm iss i on $10 .0 0 unde r  12 Free ,  Free - Pa r k i ng .  
303 -364 - 0274 w w w.Rock yMounta inTra inShow.com   
information@RockyMountainTrainShow.com

FL, OCALA: Lions Semi-Annual Train Show. First Christian 
Church, 1908 SE Fort King St. Saturday, March 14, 2020, 
9:00am-2:00pm. Adults $4.00, children 12 and under free w/
adult. Br ing two canned goods and receive $1.00 of f 
admiss ion. Informat ion: Bob 352-694 -6381 or ce l l  
352-208-5284

FL, PINELLAS PARK: TCA Southern Division TAMPA BAY 
AREA GREAT TOY TRAIN EVENT at Pinellas Park Performing 
Arts Center, 4951 78th Ave N., Saturday, February 22, 2020, 
10:00am-3:00pm.  Admission: $5.00/person (Children under 
13 FREE).  Operating Layouts, Train Displays, Kid’s Play Area, 
Scavenger Hunt & Train Drag Races.  Free Park ing.  
I n f o r m a t i o n :  G u y  A t e n i e s e ,  7 2 7- 4 8 0 -7 9 0 9  o r  
gateniese@tampabay.rr.com

FL, PINELLAS PARK: Regal Railways Presents a Toy 
Train, Collectible and  Hobby Show/Sale. Lopez Hall, 7177 
58th St. North, Saturday, March 28, 2020. 9:00am-2:00pm. 
Adults $5.00. Vendors, videos & operating layout. Serving 
l unch i tems.  Contact  Joe:  727-244 -1341 o r  v is i t  
www.regalrailways.com for more information.

FL, SARASOTA/BRADENTON: 43rd RealRail Train 
Show. March 21-22, 2020, Saturday 10:00am-4:00pm and 
Sunday 10:00am-3:00pm. Bradenton Area Convention Center, 
1 Haben Blvd, Palmetto, FL. Door prizes, interactive Lionel 
layout, Florida LEGO user group layout, kids’ HO layout, 150 
vendors. Adult admission $8, Children under 13 free. Contact 
David Fontaine for more information: 941-685-2221 or 
david_f_34205@yahoo.com

ID, LEWISTON: 9th Annual Lewis-Clark Railroad and 
Collectibles Swap Meet. NPC Fair Grounds, 1229 Burrell Ave. 
Sunday, March 29, 2020, 9:30am-4:00pm. Adults $5.00, 
children under 12 free w/adult. Several vendors. Operating 
model RR’s available. Operation Lifesaver Train Simulator. 
Refreshments/food. Contact Dan Wise, 208-816-0845, 
wrails@cableone.net

IL, SPRINGFIELD: Springfield Railroad Society Annual 
Train Fair. Orr Building on the State Fairgrounds. Sunday, 
March 15, 2020, 10:00am-4:00pm. Early bird shopping starts 
at 9 :00am for $10.00. Admiss ion fee $5.00 f rom 
10:00am-4:00pm. Free parking. Largest show in downstate 
I l l ino is! For info ca l l  Ray at 217-544-4295 or v is i t  
www.springfieldtrainfair.com

IN, EVANSVILLE: Evansville All Gauge Model Train Show 
and Swap Meet. Saturday, February 29, 2020. Gates open 
10am-3pm CST at St. Paul’s UCC, 2227 West Michigan 
Street, Evansville, IN 47712. Admission $3.00, under 12 free. 
Vendors, test track, operating trains, Lego layout and Thomas 
dealer, food available. Contact John 812-306-5050

IN, INDIANAPOLIS: Central Indiana Division/NMRA 
announces the Franklin Spring Train Show. New permanent 
location at the Johnson County Fairgrounds, 250 Fairground 
St., Franklin, IN 46131. Saturday, April 4, 2020. 10am-3pm. 
Admission $3, Family $5. Clinic and CID Annual Meeting, Door 
Prizes, Displays, Operating Layouts, Free Parking, Food 
available. Info/table rental: Michael Roderick 317-833-3556, 
mdrghost@hotmail.com or www.cidnmra.org

NC, ASHEVILLE: Asheville Train Show. Western North 
Carolina Agricultural Center. February 28-29, 2020. Friday 
12:00pm-7:00pm and Saturday 9:00am-5:00pm. Admission 
$6.00, under 10 free. All scales, all gauges, collectibles, 
ar tifacts. Operating layouts, Thomas The Tank Engine, 
h u n d r e d s  o f  v e n d o r  t a b l e s .  M o r e :  
www.Asheville-Trainshow.com

NC, GREENSBORO: 12th Annual “Greatest Little Train 
Show”. Lewis Recreation Center, 3110 Forest Lawn Dr., 
Greensboro, NC 27455. Saturday, March 21, 2020, 
9:00am-4:00pm. $5.00 adults, children under 12 FREE. 
Contact Jim Turkett, 336-314-3341, jturkett@gmail.com or mail 
C M R ,  P O B ox  13 6 42,  G r e e ns b o r o ,  N C 27415 .   
www.carolinamodelrr.org

NJ, BRICK: National Collector’s Club Show, Elks Lodge, 
2491 Hooper Avenue, Brick, NJ 08723. Sunday, March 29, 
2020, 9:00am-2:00pm. Admission: $6.00; under 10 free with 
a d u l t .  J o h n  L a L i m a  7 3 2 - 8 4 5 - 5 9 6 6 .  G o  t o  
www.eastcoasttrainparts.com and click on The Brick Show. 

NJ, CLARK: Jersey Central Train Show & Sale. Mother 
Seton Regional High School, 1 Valley Road, Clark, NJ. 
Sunday, March 8, 2020, 9:00am-3:30pm. Admission: $5.00, 
children under 12 FREE. Model Trains, Railroadiana, Books, 
etc. Email Heinz Ricken at hricken@gmail.com

NJ, WAYNE: National Collector’s Club Show, P.A.L. Hall, 1 
Pal Drive. Wayne, NJ 07470. Sunday, March 15, 2020, 
9 :00am-2:00pm. Admiss ion: $6.00; under 10 f ree  
w i t h  a d u l t .  J o h n  L a L i m a  732- 8 4 5 - 5 9 6 6 .  G o to  
www.eastcoasttrainparts.com and  click on The Wayne Show.

NY, KINGSTON: Kingston Model Train and Railroad Hobby 
Show. Murphy Midtown Center, 467 Broadway. Sunday, 
March 22, 2020, 10:00am-4:00pm. Adults $7.00, kids under 
12 $2.00. 11,000 sq. ft. Operating layouts, dealer, vendor 
tables, Thomas the Tank engine and LEGO trains. Information: 
www.kingstontrainshow.com or e-mail kingstonmts@aol.com

NY, WHITE PLAINS: February 2, 2020. The Westchester 
Toy and Train Show, Westchester County Center, 198 Central 
Avenue, White Plains, NY 10606. Our 37th year, 9am-3pm. For 
sale, New and Antique Toys - Trains - All Gauges - Parts - 
Appraisals - Diecast Cars - Books - Test Track - Toy Soldiers - 
Operating Stage Layout. Info: 516-433-2135

OH, KIRTLAND: Lakeland Community College (AFC), 7700 
Clocktower Dr., Kirtland, OH 44094. Railfest - NMRA MCR 
Div. 5. March 14-15, 2020, 10:00am-4:00pm. All Gauge Train 
Show with over 400 tables. For Information: 440-357-8890 or 
www.Railfest.org

OH, MT. HOPE: CJ Trains Spring Train and Toy Show. Mt. 
Hope Event Center, 8076 St. Rt. 241, Zip 44660. Saturday, 
February 29, 2020, 10:00am-4:00pm. Admission: $5.00, under 
12/FREE. $25.00/dealer table, 600+ tables. Contact:  
Jon U lbr ight , 330 -262-7488, cath i jon@sssnet.com,  
www.cjtrains.com (GPS info: Millersburg, OH 44654)

OH, TOLEDO: Greater Toledo Train & Toy Show. Owens 
Community College (SHAC), 30335 Oregon Rd., Perrysburg, 
OH 43551. Sunday, March 8, 2020, 11:00am-3:00pm. Early 
Birds: 9:00am-3:00pm. Adults $6.00/Early Birds $10.00, 12 
and under FREE w/ paid adult. Contact: Randy Ramsey, 1566 
South Ave., Toledo, OH 43609, 419-215-4181, email: 
toledotoymasters@gmail.com, website: toymasters.org

PA, CHESWICK: “TRAINS, TRAINS, TRAINS: SHOW!” At 
the Pittsburgh Shrine Center, 1877 Shriners Way, Cheswick, 
PA 15024. Sunday, March 29, 2020. 10am-3pm. Sponsored by 
the Fort Pitt Division of the Train Collectors Association.  
www.hobbytraincollectors.org  Please enjoy our event for $5. 
Thank you for attending.

PA, HAWLEY: Model Train Show & Sale. Hawley Fire 
Department, 17 Columbus Ave. Sunday, April 26, 2020, 
9:00am-3:00pm. Admission $3.00, under 12 free with adult. 
Bill Delling, 618 Fern St., Hawley, PA 18428, 570-226-3206.

PA, NEW CASTLE: BLRHS Frosty Rails Train Show. 
February 16, 2020, 10:00am-3:00pm. Shenango Twp VFD 
Social Hall, 2424 E. Washington St., 16101. Next to Dunkin 
Donuts. Adults $5.00 ($4.00 if you mention Classic Toy Trains 
ad) Children under 12 free. For show info: Nick D’Amore, 114 
Hillendale Rd., Pittsburgh, PA 15327-1802. 412-358-0286, 
njdamore@gmx.com

SC, COLUMBIA: Jamil Temple, 206 Jamil Road. Saturday, 
March 28, 2020, 9:00am-3:00pm. Admission $5.00, under 5 
FREE. Over 200 vendor tables. Lots of G, O, HO, S/AF, N 
gauge.  More info at CarolinaTrainShows.com

VT, ST. ALBANS: Vermont Rails Show. Collins Perley 
Sports & Fitness Center, Interstate 89, Exit 19. Saturday, 
March 14, 2020, 10:00am-4:00pm. Adults $6.00, children 6-12 
$2.00, children under 6 free, Sponsor: NWV Model Railroad 
A s s o c i a t i o n .  C o n t a c t  R o n  P i r o ,  8 0 2- 5 9 8 - 0 9 0 5 ,  
www.nwvrailroad.org

WA, CHEHALIS: Lewis County Model Railroad Club, 
Annual Spring Train Show and Swap Meet. Southwest 
Washington Fair Grounds, Blue Pavilion Building, 2555 N. 
National Ave., Zip: 98532. Apr i l 4-5, 2020, Saturday 
10:00am-4:00pm and Sunday 10:00am-3:00pm. Admission 
$5.00. Free parking. Contact information: Ted, 360-985-7788 
or tedstrains@lewiscounty.com

WA, MONROE: UNW/4-H 29th Annual Model Train Show 
and Marketplace. Evergreen State Fairgrounds. February 
22-23 ,  2020,  Satu rday 10 :0 0 am- 5:0 0 pm, Sunday 
10:00am-4:00pm. Adults $10.00; Juniors/Seniors $8.00; kids 
under 9 FREE w/paid adult. Featuring 25 layouts, over 300 
vendor tables, clinics, presentations, family fun for all ages. 
www.unwclub.com/unwshow.html

WA, SPOKANE: River City Modelers Spring Train Show, 
Spokane Fairgrounds, 404 N. Havana. Sunday, March 8, 2020 
from 9:30am-3:30pm. Admission $6 for adults, 12 & under 
free. 200+ tables of Railroad-related items for sale, operating 
layouts, Free-MO, Operation Lifesaver & more. Free parking. 
For info on table rental or general info, contact: Shirley 
Sample, 509-991-2317 or email: shirley@busnws.com

WI, MILWAUKEE: Milwaukee Lionel Club Swap Meets. Oct 
20, Nov 17, Dec 15, Feb 23 and March 15, 8am-noon. Four 
Points Sheraton Airport, 5311 South Howell Ave., Milwaukee. 
Call 414-764-5375 to reserve a table. Buy, Sell, Trade, New 
and Used O gauge and other gauges.

CANADA-ON, ESSEX: 25th Annual Model Train Show. 
Essex Public School, 72 Brien Ave. E. Essex, ON, N8M2N8. 
February 29 and March 1, 2020, Daily 9:30am-3:30pm. Adults 
$5. Display, Memorabilia, Interactive Train Model and More! 
Contact Historic Essex Railway Station at 519-776-9800 or 
heritageessex@bellnet.ca

S Gauge For Sale
AF TRAINS, PARTS, ACCESSORIES. Vis i t  
www.trainsmore.com or send $2.00 for printed catalog to 
Trains & More, P.O. Box 1751, Manchester, CT 06045-1751.

MASSIVE LIST OF GILBERT AND LIONEL 

AMERICAN FLYER: Updated daily. Original boxed sets, 
engines, cars, accessories, rare paper, catalogs and more, 
including boxed Plasticville, American Flyer and Plasticville 
parts. Buying all Flyer. Send $3.52  actual postage, Judy 
Hajash, PO Box 5, Augusta, WV 26704-0005. 304-359-2194.

O Gauge For Sale
ESTATE SALE. MOB: Scale F-3’s 14592 Penna ABBA 
$795: 14565 B&O AA $595: w/ 4 Pass $1,095: 24520 Alaska 
ABA $795: w/ 4 Pass $1,195: 24534 Erie Lackawanna ABBA 
$795: 14568 W. Pacific ABA $695.  BOXED SETS: 31742 
Santa Fe PWC Super Chief AA w/ 4 Pass $695: 31752 B&O 
Freight AB Set $595: 31711 Wabash AB Freight Set w/ add-on 
A Unit $695: 21759 Canadian Pacific AA w/ 4 Pass $795: 
21955 Rio Grande AA w/ 4 Pass $795: 21786 Santa Fe 
Anniversary Set $1,295: 11972 Alaska Freight Set $295: 
31976 Alaska Yukon Freight $395: 21950 Maersk $795: 31736 
Canadian Pacific Grain Train $795.  F-3 SETS: 38100 Texas 
Special ABA $795: w/ 4 Pass $1,195: 18191 W. Pacific AA 
$495: w/ 4 Pass $895: 14500 Kansas City Southern AA $495: 
w/ 4 Pass $895: 11903 Atlantic Coast Line ABA $395: w/ 4 
Pass $795: 18130 Santa Fe ABA $495: w/ 4 Pass $795: 18147 
N. Pacific ABA $495: w/ 4 Pass $695: 18131 N. Pacific ABA 
$495: 38368 New York Central Red Stripe $495: 34559 New 
Haven AA $395: 38150 Platinum Ghost AA $395: w/ 4 Pass 
$695: 38153 Spirit of the Century AA $495: w/ 4 Pass $795: 
38188 Southern ABA $495: w/ 4 Pass $895.  MISC: 28243-
28251 Long Island C420 Power & Dummy $795: 28555-28556 
Alaska GP38 Power & Dummy $495: 18294 Alaska SD-70 
$495: 38607 Southern Berkshire $495: 28262 Union Pacific 
Heritage $495: 14520 Texas Special B $250: 14518 Canadian 
Pacific B $250: 14564 Canadian Pacific Powered B $295: 
39106 Canadian Pacific 2-Pack $175: 39151 Canadian Pacific 
2-Pack $295: 39109 Spirit of the Century 4-Pack $395: 29086 
Platinum Ghost 3-Pack $295. Have most add-on’s for Lionel 
F-3 Sets. Call Jim for prices: 570-655-4891, Sun-Thurs. 
4pm-9pm EST.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
This section is open to anyone who wants to sell or buy toy trains 
merchandise. CL ASSIC TOY TR AINS reserves the right to edit 
undesirable copy or to refuse listing.

Word Rate per issue: 1 insertion – $1.06 per word, 5 insertions – $1.00 
per word, 9 insertions – 92¢ per word. $35 minimum order per issue.  
Payment must accompany the ad. To receive the discount you must order 
and prepay for all ads at one time. Count all initials, single numbers, 
groups of numbers (i.e. 4-6-4 or K4’s), names, address number, street 
number each as one word. Example: R. Meister, 400 E Depot Ave., 
Waukesha, WI 53187 would count as 8 words.

Events Rate: $45 per issue (55 word maximum). Ads will contain the 
following information about the event: state, city, sponsoring organization 
and name of event, meet, auction or show, dates, location, times, 
admission fee, name and/or telephone number and/or email of person to 

contact for information. Name, daytime telephone number and street 
address of the person providing the information is also required but need 
not be included in the ad. Unless otherwise requested, ads will be 
published in the issue month that the event occurs in. Additional months 
are available at the $45 per issue fee. Please specify issue date(s).

All copy is set in standard 6 point type. First several words only set in 
bold face. If possible, ads should be sent typewritten and categorized to 
ensure accuracy.

For CTT’s private records, please furnish a telephone number and when 
using a P.O. Box in your ad, a street address.

SEND YOUR ADS TO: Classic Toy Trains — Classified Advertising  
21027 Crossroads Circle, P.O. Box 1612 Waukesha, WI 53187-1612  
888 558-1544 Ext. 551 Fax: 262-796-0126
E-mail: classads@kalmbach.com

CLOSING DATES: May 2020 closes Feb. 13, July closes Apr. 8, Sept closes June 10, Nov closes Aug. 12, Dec closes Sept. 10.
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LIONEL “SUPER O” TRACKAGE: All “Super O” items 
“SOLD” & “BOUGHT”. Special Pricing available on 112r 
electric switches & 142 manual switches. Special prices on 
CURVES. Contact Mike at: shpanier@aol.com or Cell  
708-845-0937

LIONEL MARX PLASTICVILLE: Big list of boxed sets, 
engines, cars, etc. Rare paper, catalogs, Lionel O, O27 & HO. 
Marx O & HO. Plasticville and Plasticville parts. Send $3.00  
actual postage Judy Hajash, PO Box 5, Augusta, WV  
26704-0005. 304-359-2194.

O Gauge Wanted
ALL TRAIN COLLECTORS- We need more trains to 
supply our large customer  base. Modern era specialists- 
Lionel, MTH, K-Line, Williams, Weaver, 3rd Rail, etc. We buy 
collections, store inventories, and parts of all sizes and eras. 
Send us your list or call us today. We travel extensively all over 
the US and Canada. Trainz, 2740 Faith Industrial Dr., Suite 
200, Buford, GA 30518. 866-285-5840, Scott@trainz.com 
Fax: 770-271-1295.

HONEST, VERY RELIABLE, established buyer of Lionel, 
MPC, American Flyer, Ives, Marx and others. I will pay cash for 
large or small collections or dealer inventories. Long time 
advertiser in this magazine. I want to spend $200,000 this 
year. I will travel if merited. Please call or send a list (with your 
price if possible). Charles Siegel, 387 Imperial Blvd., Ste. 2, 
Cape Canaveral, FL 32920. 321-799-4005. Fax 321-799-4044.

WE BUY ALL COLLECTIONS BIG & SMALL Lionel, 
American Flyer, K-Line, Marx, Weaver, Williams, Marklin, 
Hornby & more. Ready to travel, 30 years experience, 
confidential. Send us your lists today, 306 Sonoma Drive, 
Su i te  773 ,  A l l e n ,  T X 75 013 .  w w w.t x t r a i ns .c om,  
texastrains@yahoo.com, Phone: 972-824-7123

Standard Gauge For Sale

USA TRACK LLC. Traditional tubular tinplate Standard 
Gauge (2-1/8” gauge) toy train track made entirely in the USA. 
Ful ly compatible with v intage Standard Gauge track, 
reproduction Standard Gauge switches and Ross Custom 
Switches. Contact StandardGaugeTrack@gmail.com or visit 
www.StandardGaugeTrack.com

Miscellaneous For Sale

FOR SALE - 1935 AMERICAN FLYER: Burlington 
ZEPHYR Train set. Locomotive and three cars, transformer 
and 34 pieces of track. $700.00 O.B.O. For information call 
Stan at 715-462-9425.

TRAINS FOR SALE: Lionel (MPC, Modern Era, Early 
Modern Era); MTH; Rai l K ing; K-Line. For addit ional 
i n fo r mat i on ,  p l ease ca l l  347- 6 61- 4038 o r  ema i l :  
nanafranz61@gmail.com 

Miscellaneous Wanted
ALL ELECTRIC SLOT CARS WANTED. Any kind, any 
condition. Top dollar paid. PAUL at 248-760-6960. E-mail: 
slotcarguy@slotcarguy.com

MODEL AUTOMOBILE AND TRUCK KITS. Unbuilt or 
built. One piece to large collection. Good prices paid. Fred 
Sterns, 48 Standish, Buffalo, NY 14216, phone 716-838-6797, 
fax 716-836-6057, email: fsterns@aol.com

Services Available
RESTORATION AND REPAIRS on all Lionel and 
American Flyer trains.  Call AJTRAINS, ask for Andy  
732-859-1606, or email: ajtrains@optimum.net

Custom Painting & Building
ARTWORKS Kit assembly service, kit bashing, scratch 
building service, painting and detail ing. 972-989-3834, 
artroberts43@icloud.com
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MODEL RETAILERS
Dealer Directory spaces are sold on a year’s 
basis at $248 per year, eight issues, (payable 
in advance), or at $40 per issue (billed to 
established accounts for one year minimum). 
Ads will be set in standard format typography. 
All insertions must be consecutive and may be 
invoiced if you have credit established with us. 
No mention of mail order business permitted. 
Closing dates listed in the Classiieds section. 
Call 888-558-1544, ext. 551.

Lionel Value-Added, K-Line Dealer. Lionel 
repairs. The most postwar thru LTI Lionel in 
AZ. AF, Marx, LGB, Athearn, G to Z. 35 min. 
from downtown PHX. Mon-Fri 10:00-4:30 & 

weekends by appt. Email: totbargin@yahoo.com

ARIZONA • Fountain Hills

BURLING’S TON OF TRAINS
16924 East Colony Drive 480-816-6501

All scales G through N, collectibles old & new. 
Authorized LGB, Lionel, MTH & Märklin dealer. 

One of the most complete train stores in
So. Calif. UPS worldwide shipper.

Visit our website at www.trainshack.com

CALIFORNIA • Burbank

THE TRAIN SHACK
1030 N. Hollywood Way 800-572-9929

Largest selection in the East Bay. 93 foot 
operating HO layout. Buy - sell - trade - consign 

- repairs - detail parts in all scales. Lionel. 
Discount prices & friendly service.

Website: www.just-trains.com

CALIFORNIA • Concord

JUST  TRAINS
5650 Imhoff Dr. 925-685-6566

Lionel, AF, LGB, HO, N, & Playmobil.
New, used, & collectibles.
Buy, sell, trade & repair.

Tue - Fri 12-7, Sat 9-5, Sun 11-3.

CALIFORNIA • Costa Mesa

THE TRAIN CROSSING
1113 Baker Street, Ste. F 714-549-1596

Model rail specialists since 1951.
LGB, Lionel, O, S, On3, HO, HOn3, N, Z.

Complete stock of brass imports, new & used. 
Books, tools, structures, detail parts.

Open 7 days     www.thewhistlestop.com

CALIFORNIA • Pasadena

THE ORIGINAL WHISTLE STOP INC.
2490 E. Colorado Blvd. 626-796-7791

Specializing in big trains only (O & G).
Discount Prices, Open 6 Days a Week!

Authorized Lionel, MTH, LGB, PIKO Dealer!
www.milepost38.com

CALIFORNIA • Westminster (Orange Co.)

MILEPOST 38 TOY TRAINS
6462 Industry Way 714-892-9471

A full service model train Store! Large 
inventory, HO, N, O & O27 Tinplate. 

Books, videos, collectors & gift items. 
Repair service. We buy old toy trains. 

www.westerndepot.com

CALIFORNIA • Yuba City

THE WESTERN DEPOT
1650 Sierra Ave. #203 530-673-6776

Caboose, sharing our passion for trains since
1938. North America’s largest full-service train
store, and your go-to source for the ultimate

toy train enthusiast. Open Daily or at
MyCaboose.com

COLORADO • Denver (Lakewood)

CABOOSE
10800 W Alameda Avenue 303-777-6766

Lionel, HO & N. Lionel authorized dealer
& repair. Plastic, wood kits, rockets, tools,

structural & diorama supplies.
Special orders welcome.

www.annshobbycenter.com

CONNECTICUT • Cos Cob

ANN’S HOBBY CENTER
405 E. Putnam Avenue 203-869-0969

No sales tax at the Delaware seashore.
Lionel new & used...also Atlas, Bachmann,

MTH. We buy used trains. Auth. Lionel repairs.
Large inventory of used HO trains.

Open Tues-Sat 11-4:30, Closed Sun & Mon

DELAWARE • Ocean View

SEASIDE HOBBIES
15 Daisey Ave. 302-539-1601

Lionel, American Flyer, MTH
on the internet

www.traincity.com
www.choochooauctions.com

FLORIDA • Cape Canaveral

TRAIN CITY, INC. - CHARLES SIEGEL
387 Imperial Blvd., Ste. 2 321-799-4005

Lionel, MTH trains, O and Standard. 
Die cast vehicles. 1:43, 1:32, 1:24 and 1:18.

Mon-Fri 10:00-5:30, Sat-Sun 10:00-2:00.

FLORIDA • Cutler Bay (Miami)

HOLLYWOOD STATION
19301 SW 106TH Ave. STE 9 305-278-1669

N, HO, O scale model railroading. Paint,
tools, scenery, accessories & plastic models. 
Mon - Sat 10:00am-6:00pm; Closed Sunday

www.victorymodels.com

FLORIDA • Fort Myers

VICTORY MODELS & TRAINS
12951 Metro Parkway 239-332-0422

Largest train store in the South.
MTH, Lionel, LGB, HO & N. Five

operating layouts. Open Mon - Sat 10am-5pm
Sun (Nov-Jan) 10-1.

FLORIDA • Miami

READY TO ROLL
831 NW 143rd Street 305-688-8868

Competitive prices, friendly service.
All makes & models, trains & accessories 

New store hours, Tue-Sat. 9:00am-5:00pm.
www.trainsbyjohnson.com

Directions: Old Palafox St. at 10 Mile Rd.

FLORIDA • Pensacola

TRAINS BY JOHNSON
10412 N. Palafox Hwy. 850-478-8584

2600 sq. ft. Showroom. Lionel & MTH Dealer 
NEW, USED, BUY/SELL * All Gauges Z thru G

Over 6,000 Parts. Repair Services. Trains, Track, 
Sets, Scenic Supplies. Tues - Sat 10-6

www.zitniktrains.com

FLORIDA • Tampa Bay - Pinellas Park

ZITNIK TRAINS
5193 73rd Ave. N. 727-201-9668

Lionel Train Top 10 Dealer
MTH Train Mega Dealer

400 s.f. layout, HUGE selection, service, repair
www.legacystation.com    

800-964-8724

GEORGIA • Atlanta (Lilburn)

LEGACY STATION TRAINS
4153 Lawrenceville Hwy., #12 770-339-7780

Quality, Selection & Service.
 Discount pricing in all scales.

 Mon - Sat 11-6, Sun 1-6 
Across from NS Mainline in Downtown Buford

Web store at: www.trainmastermodels.com

GEORGIA • Buford (Atlanta)

TRAINMASTER MODELS
601 East Main St. 678-546-3600

Lionel and HO Railroadiana
Service and Repair

Open Tues - Sat 9-6
Closed Sun - Mon

GEORGIA • Watkinsville (Athens)

MEMORY STATION
171 South Main St. 706-769-8986

Model train museum and hobby shop
MTH • Atlas • Lionel • scenery supplies

Layout construction help / workshop 
Club sized 3-rail display layout

mrmuf� nstrains.com

INDIANA • Atlanta

MR MUFFIN’S TRAINS
177 West Main 765-292-2022

“An old fashion train shop.”  HO, N, O27.
Brass, books, magazines, detail parts, paints &
accessories. Southeast corner 17th Street and

Shadeland Ave.  Mon-Sat 10:30-6.
www.waynestrains.biz

INDIANA • Indianapolis

TRAIN CENTRAL
1651 N SHADELAND AVE 317-375-0832

Home of I Love Toy Trains DVDs, Lionel, MTH,
Toys, and 8’X16’ operating layout. Lionel

Factory Authorized Sales & Service.
Mon - Sat 10-4 CST  Web: tmbv.com 

WE BUY/SELL LIONEL

INDIANA • Michigan City

I LOVE TOY TRAINS - THE STORE
4212 West 1000 North 219-879-2822

MTH, K-Line, Williams, Lionel, Gargraves,
New & Used, Authorized MTH & Lionel Service 

Center. Mon - Sat 10-5; Sun 11-4      
skippertim99@gmail.com

IOWA • Dubuque

CATHY’S TREASURES
Electric RR Dealer/Upgrades 563-590-5318

O, S. HO, N, Z & G Scale
Lionel, MTH, A/F, Marklin, LGB & more!

New, Used & Vintage. Extensive scenery line. 
Repair, custom work & layouts.

www.fredstrainshop.com

KANSAS • Overland Park (KC Area)

FRED’S TRAIN SHOP
9322 W. 87th St. 913-383-3500

One of the largest operating train layouts and 
museum. MTH, Lionel, Z, N, HO, O, G, scenery, 

magazines, videos. Thomas, Brio, Rokenbok 
System, Lionel/AF logo stools. Call for hours. 

www.the-train-room.com

MARYLAND • Hagerstown

THE TRAIN ROOM
360 S. Burhans Blvd. 301-745-6681

48 years of trains experience. Largest
contemporary tinplate dealer in the U.S.
Complete lines of Lionel and MTH trains.
Wed-Fri 9-5, Sat 9-3, Sun-Tues closed.

SideTrackHobbies.com

MARYLAND • Leonardtown

SIDE TRACK HOBBIES
40845 Merchants Ln 301-475-5381

G - 1 - O - S - HO - N - Z
Buy - Sell - Trade - New - Used - Repairs

Märklin Dealer
Wednesday - Sunday 11-6

MASSACHUSETTS • Duxbury

DUXBURY GREEN, INC.
382 Kingstown Way (Rt. 53) 781-585-2164

Parts and service, factory experienced.
Parts list available, $4.00. Tue - Fri 9-5.

”The Coupler”, repair hints, back issues. 
Email: dave@drtinkertrains.com 
http://www.drtinkertrains.com

MASSACHUSETTS • Lexington

DR. TINKER’S ANTIQUE TOY TRAINS
1 Belfry Terrace 781-862-5798

Long term experience with customer service. 
We service the products we sell and are here to 

help you. 7,000 sq ft of retail space.
Stop in or visit www.pdhobbyshop.com 
Open M-F 10-8, Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5 EST

MICHIGAN • Fraser

P & D HOBBY SHOP
31280 Groesbeck Hwy. 586-296-6116

Let your imagination run wild!
Z to G, Lionel, scenery, tools,

structures, scratchbuilding supplies,
special orders, ships, armor, cars, more...

MICHIGAN • Traverse City

TRAINS & THINGS HOBBIES
210 East Front St. 231-947-1353

HO, N and Marx bought and sold.
American Flyer and Lionel also.

Tuesday thru Friday 12-6, Saturday 10-5.
Other hours available by appt. Please call.

MICHIGAN • Wyoming

HOBBY RECYCLING
2313 Lee St. SW 616-257-7155

Largest selection of prewar & postwar in 
Midwest. Lionel, Am Flyer, Marx, Athearn, 

Proto, Atlas, etc. 
Highest price for large collections.

www.TrainTownstl.com

MISSOURI • St. Louis

TRAIN TOWN
9832 Manchester Road 314-716-2755

The area’s most complete Lionel MPC, 
LTI selection. Buy, sell & trade. 

Postwar new & used. 
Accessories, parts and supplies.

NEVADA • Las Vegas

THE TRAIN ENGINEER
2550 Chandler #53 702-597-1754

Big selection of HO, N and Lionel O Gauge 
trains. Only 7 miles west of the Las Vegas strip. 

www.westsidetrainslv.com

NEVADA • Las Vegas

WESTSIDE TRAINS
2960 S. Durango #117 702-254-9475

Subscribe to Classic Toy Trains! 

Call 877-243-4903 or visit  
ClassicToyTrains.com today!

When contacting 
advertisers, mention you 

saw their ad in

Classic Toy Trains 
magazine!
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A Direct dealer for LIONEL and MTH. The 
largest train store in northern NJ since 1974! 4 
Showrooms plus Operating Layout. WE BUY 
OLD TRAINS ~ Lionel Service Station #556. 

www.TRAIN-STATION.COM

NEW JERSEY • Mountain Lakes

THE TRAIN STATION
12 Romaine Rd. 973-263-1979

Lionel Value-Added Dealer.
Authorized Service Station.

Lionel, MTH, Williams,Weaver, K-Line, 
GarGraves. New & Used O & O27. 

Glen Roc Shopping Center.

NEW JERSEY • Trenton/Ewing

TRAINS & THINGS
246 Scotch Rd. 609-883-8790

Lionel, MTH & Atlas
Lionel Authorized Service Center

Discount Pricing
www.tomstrainsny.com

Call for hours.

NEW YORK • Ardsley

TOM’S TRAINS AT ARDSLEY
686 Saw Mill River Road 914-329-0354

Trains- Z, N, HO, S, O, G scale, models, 
rockets, hobby supplies. Lionel & MTH author-
ized dealer. Four working layouts. Repairs, buy/

sell. Open 7 days. An old-fashioned general 
store. www.hurleycountrystore.biz

NEW YORK • Hurley

HURLEY COUNTRY STORE INC
2 Wamsley Pl. (Old Hurley) 845-338-4843

Lionel MTH Sales and 
Lionel Service Station #144

Monday - Friday 9-5, Saturday 10-4
(Saturday hours October - April only)

www.gardnerthetraindoctor.com

NEW YORK • North Rose

GARDNER, “THE TRAIN DOCTOR”
8967 Ridge Rd., 1 mi E of 14 315-483-6577

We are your source for O gauge trains &
accessories. We carry MTH, Lionel,

Atlas O & Gargraves.
www.e-zcatch.com   e-zcatch@verizon.net

NEW YORK • Staten Island

E - Z CATCH TRAIN SHOP
5 Tysen St. 718-727-7373

K-Line Superstore, MTH, Lionel. Large selection 
of older MTH. First in O gauge.

In-store layout! Located off I-40. Tues-Sat 
9:30am-5pm. E-mail: JKonc52032@aol.com 

www.trainloft.com   Celebrating 20 years!

NORTH CAROLINA • Winston (Salem)

THE TRAIN LOFT
4007B Country Club Rd. 336-760-9817

Akron’s largest old & new Lionel Dealer 
Authorized Lionel & MTH sales & service 

stations. We specialize in MTH DCS and Lionel 
Command and Railsounds. We buy, sell, trade 

& restore.  EandSHobbies.com

OHIO • Akron

E & S TRAINS AND HOBBIES
980 Kenmore Blvd. 330-745-0785

MTH Service Center
Authorized dealer for MTH, Lionel, Atlas.

Closed Sun & Mon
30 miles west of Cleveland - off State Rte. 20

www.stockyardexpress.com

OHIO • Oberlin (W. Cleveland)

STOCKYARD EXPRESS
49293 Plate Rd. 440-774-2131

Full service train shop
Lionel, 3-Rail, American Flyer
New-used-buy-consignments

T-F 10-6, Sat 10-5, Sun 12-4, Closed Monday
www.hobbysmith.com            1-877-284-1912

OREGON • Portland

THE HOBBY SMITH
1809 NE Cesar Chavez Blvd. 503-284-1912

Your complete model railroad store. 
Gauges Z through G. 

Lionel, MTH, Atlas, K-Line
Mon - Fri 10-6, Sat 10-5, Closed Sunday

www.wsor.com

OREGON • Portland

WHISTLE STOP TRAINS
11724 SE Division St. 503-761-1822

The Exclusive model railroad store.
From N to G, we stock it all.

OPEN 7 days a week.
Only minutes from Frederick, MD.

www.mainlinehobby.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Blue Ridge Summit

MAINLINE HOBBY SUPPLY
15066 Buchanan Trail E. 717-794-2860

Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, Atlas & MTH
HO, N, ON30, Standard, O & S gauges

bought, sold & traded. Auth. service station.
Mon, Wed, Fri 10-9, Tue & Thu 10-7, Sat 10-5

www.nstrains.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Broomall

NICHOLAS SMITH TRAINS
2343 West Chester Pike 610-353-8585

Authorized Dealer of Lionel, Atlas-O, MTH. N to 
G, Track, Remotes, Buildings, Accessories. Buy, 
Sell, Trade, Repair. Mon-Sat: Noon-6pm 5,500+ 

SqFt. Exclusively Trains! 20,000+ items

PENNSYLVANIA • Greensburg

BRADY’S TRAIN OUTLET
1046 S. Main Street 724-838-8448

Lionel, American Flyer & MTH.
New Lionel & MTH at discount prices.
Standard O & S gauges bought, sold &

repaired. Authorized service station.
20 min. from York PA. Tue-Sat 12-6

PENNSYLVANIA • Hanover

TOY TRAINS UNLIMITED
28 York St. 717-637-4717

Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, MTH, Marklin, 
Bachmann, Williams.  HO, N & Z.

We buy, sell & repair. Mon-Fri 12-8; Sat 10-5 
www.JoesTrainStation.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Hatboro

JOE’S TRAIN STATION
283 E. County Line Rd. 215-322-5182

Pittsburgh’s largest MTH dealer. 
Lionel, K-line, Atlas , Gargraves, USA Train
Scenery supplies for HO, O and G gauges.
Buy, sell, trade old trains. Expert repair ser-

vice. Tue-Sat 10-6. www.imperialtrainco.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Imperial (Pgh.)

IMPERIAL TRAIN COMPANY
450 Penn Lincoln Dr. 724-695-7552

Buy/sell/trade, repair all types of trains.
Giant Lionel village display during

the holiday season, November - January
Call for hours. Email: trainplum@yahoo.com

www.undergroundrrshop.com

PENNSYLVANIA • New Castle

THE UNDERGROUND RR SHOPPE
1906 Wilmington Rd. 724-652-4912

From trains to diecast to scenery, everything
for the layout builder. Open 7 days a week.

N, HO, O,  Lionel, LGB. 
Buy, sell, trade used  trains. Located adjacent
to Choo Choo Barn.   www.etrainshop.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Strasburg

STRASBURG TRAIN SHOP
226 Gap Road 717-687-0464

Lionel, MTH, Atlas O, Ross Custom Switches 
GarGraves, Woodland Scenics

Please call or visit our website for hours.
www.cttrains.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Zelienople

CT MCCORMICK HARDWARE
147 S. Main St. 724-452-6130

All scales, all major brands 
of model railroad equipment.

We buy & sell used Lionel trains.
Open daily 10-6. Closed Sun.

SOUTH CAROLINA • West Columbia

NEW BROOKLAND RR & HOBBY SHOP
405 State St. 803-791-3958

MTH authorized service center & dealer. We 
repair Lionel, MTH, Bachmann, Atlas, K-Line 

and much more. Hours: Mon-Sat 9-5. Closed on 
Sundays. Call me 615-956-9084, or email me: 

info@littletrainrepairoftennessee.com or just stop in. 

TENNESSEE • Murfreesboro

LITTLE TRAIN REPAIR SHOP
814 Woodmont Drive 615-956-9084

Authorized  Lionel Dealer. Pre-War, Post-War & 
Modern. Hundreds of rolling stock cars. Large 
inventory of engines and accessories including 
O,  HO,  &  N  Scale.  Monday - Saturday 9-5

TENNESSEE • Murfreesboro

THOR’S
416-F Medical Center Pkwy. 615-895-6918

Of� cial Lionel Layout Builder Since 2001
Traingineer shop/showroom includes;

Custom Layouts, Modulars, Model Stations,
Bridge Kits...come see...there’s always

something new!!! www.TrainWorxStore.com

TEXAS • Dallas

TW TRAINWORX
2808 McGowan St. 877-881-4997

OPEN 7 DAYS: Mon-Sat 10-6; Sun 11-4
Personal service/repairs/layout ideas. We ship.
Gauge G, O, HO, N, Thomas Wooden, & more.
I-95, EXIT 92, ONLY 1.2 Miles West to tracks.

www.trainandtoystore.com

VIRGINIA • Ashland (Richmond)

TINY TIM’S TOYS & TRAINS
104 S.  Railroad Ave. 804-368-0063

Northern Virginia’s largest & most complete 
train store for new & gently used Lionel,
MTH & Bachmann. We carry Standard,

O, O-27, S, HO & N. Expert repairs. 
dandhtrains@comcast.net

VIRGINIA • Manassas

TOY TRAINS & COLLECTIBLES
7216 New Market Court 571-379-5497

Lionel, LGB, G, AF, HO, N & MTH
Buy, sell, trade, repair.
Mon-Fri 10-6; Sat 10-5

Two minutes off Exit 146 on I-81.

VIRGINIA • Roanoke

RAIL YARD HOBBY SHOP
7547 Williamson Rd. 540-362-1714

Full service storefront & online store. All makes
& scales. New/used trains sales, service, repair

& upgrades. All scales & Digitrax dealer.
Online Sales Visit www.traindepot.biz

VIRGINIA/MARYLAND • Chantilly, VA

TRAIN DEPOT
13944 Willard Rd., Suite I 703-953-3767

Close to SEA-TAC airport - short drive from
downtown Seattle. New & vintage electric trains 

in all scales. Tues - Sat 11-6
www.electrictrainshop.com

WASHINGTON • Burien (Seattle)

THE ELECTRIC TRAIN SHOP
625 SW 152nd St. 206-244-7077

Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, HO, N.
Buy, sell, and repair.

Supplying all your railroading needs.
Open Mon.-Sat.

www.eastsidetrains.com

WASHINGTON • Kirkland

EASTSIDE TRAINS, INC.
217 Central Way 425-828-4098

Largest Selection of Trains in the Valley
Buy - Sell - Trade - New & Used Trains

MTH-Weaver-Williams-Lionel-Atlas-Dept 56
M, F 12-7, Tu,W,Th 12-6, Sat 10-3

www.patstrains.com

WEST VIRGINIA • Wheeling

PATRICK’S TRAINS
142 29th Street 304-232-0714

NE Wis. largest O Gauge dealer. Lionel, MTH, 
Atlas O, 3rd Rail, Weaver & Williams Acces-

sories, structures, books & videos. Open
Mon 12-7 Tues-Fri 10-5  (Sat 10-2 Nov-Mar)

www.railtycoon.com (formerly GB TV & Trains)

WISCONSIN • Green Bay

GB TRAIN SHOP
1353 Velp Ave. 920-496-9697

Model trains in G, O, S, HO, N, Z. Old toy trains, 
railway antiques, art, books, DVDs, souvenirs 

and Thomas too. Canadian road names a 
specialty. 20 min. west of Kamloops.

www.kellyskaboose.ca

CANADA–BC • Savona

KELLY’S KABOOSE, THE RAILWAY STORE
6648 Savona Access Rd. 250-377-8510

New & used Lionel, MTH, Marx, AF. Trains & 
accessories for the collector & operator bought 
& sold. Walther’s dealer. Lionel SS#516. Orders 

1–888–MALWOOD (toll free)
e-mail: malwoodstation@rogers.com

CANADA–ON • Dunrobin (Ottawa)

MALWOOD STATION
1169 Murphy Side Rd. 613-832-1374

6,000 sq. ft. All  Trains!
Premier Selection & Service!
In store clinics and layouts!

Railfan Headquarters! Quick special orders!
www.cvrco.com

CANADA–ON • Mississauga

CREDIT VALLEY RAILWAY COMPANY, LTD.
2900 Argentia Rd. Unit #24 1-800-464-1730

Model Railroad Specialists since 1962
Lionel Authorized Distributor & Repair Center

All Scales - Special Orders
Closed Mondays www.georgestrains.com

CANADA–ON • Toronto (Markham)

GEORGE’S TRAINS LTD.
550 Alden Rd., Unit 101 905-470-6200
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today’s modelers

Plus 
Lionel postwar
Allis Chalmers cars

A modern Lionel 
Santa Fe passenger set

ON SALE 

FEBRUARY 3

NEXT 
ISSUE

ISSUE
SPECIAL                     

IN THIS ISSUE 

AD INDEX

American Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .22

Arkansas Traveler Hobbies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61

Barts Pneumatics Corp. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .22

Brasseur Electric Trains. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18

Brennan’s Model Railroading . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61

Charles Ro Supply Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7

Charles Siegel’s Train City. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

CIA Inc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18

Classic Toy Trains . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .23

Classic Toy Trains Products . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .60

Classic Toy Trains Puzzle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .23

East Coast Enterprises . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6

Eastside Trains. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .21

Gargraves Trackage Corp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19

Glenn Snyder Display Systems . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6

Henning’s Trains . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61

L & L Model Train Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61

Lionel Collector’s Club America. . . . . . . . . . . . .14

Lionel Operating Train Soc. Inc.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

Mario’s Trains. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

Menard, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8-9

Mianne Benchworks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18

Milk Trains & Traffic. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .67

Millhouse River Studio. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61

Model Rail Scenes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61

Mt. Hope Train & Toy Show . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20

Nicholas Smith Trains. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15

O Scale Hauler. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61

Port Lines Hobby Supply . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61

Raildesign . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61

Railroadbooks.biz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19

Red Caboose Motel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19

Rich Roman. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6

Ross Custom Switches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7

Roundhouse South. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20

RR in a Box . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61

S & W Parts Supply . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20

Showcase Express. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .22

T & K Hobby Shop . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61

Texas Trains & Diecast . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .22

Traincity.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61

Trains & Travel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18

Trains Postcards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .60

TrainWorld. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Trainz.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .17

The Western Depot. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19

Wire-Plex . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61

Woodland Scenics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .68

WE BELIEVE THAT OUR READERS ARE AS IMPORTANT AS OUR ADVERTISERS. If you do not receive your merchandise or a reply 

from an advertiser within a reasonable period, please contact us. Provide details about what you ordered and the amount you 

paid. If no action is obtained after we forward your complaint to the advertiser, we will not accept further advertising from 

them. Classic Toy Trains magazine, 21027 Crossroads Circle, Waukesha, WI 53186-4055

The Advertiser Index is provided as a service to Classic Toy Trains magazine readers. The magazine is not responsible for 

omissions or for typographical errors in names or page numbers.



66  Classic Toy Trains • March 2020

WITH ROGER CARP

COLLECTIBLE CLASSICS

LIONEL’S NO. 2465 SUNOCO DOUBLE-DOME TANK CAR

T 
he engineering and sales 
staffs at Lionel prepared 
an impressive line of 
new locomotives and 

rolling stock for 1946. From 
one outfit the previous year, 
they also developed extensive 
lists of O-27 and O gauge sets.

Among the newcomers was 
the no. 2465 Sunoco double-
dome tank car. The 9¼-inch-
long model ended up being 
produced in large quantities.

■ NOVEL PLASTIC
Key personnel had plenty to 
keep them busy as corporate 
leaders looked ahead to 1946. 
Already, engineers had intro-
duced die-cast metal operating 
knuckle couplers on the com-
ponents of the sole outfit cata-
loged for 1945. They also had 
heralded their first piece of 
rolling stock with an injection-
molded plastic body shell, the 
no. 2452 Pennsylvania RR gon-
dola. It looked more realistic 
than previous models.

Designers expanded their 
use of new types of injection-
molded plastics, which were 
lighter, less expensive, and 

more easily shaped and painted 
than die-cast metals or com-
pression-molded plastics.

Decisions about how and 
where to move forward with 
plastics coincided with choices 
made at the top regarding mar-
keting efforts. Tank cars, in 
particular, generated discussion 
because they had long been 
used at Lionel to fill out sets.

For the 1946 O gauge lineup, 
updated versions of the prewar 
single-dome model fabricated 
out of sheet metal would suf-
fice. For O-27 enthusiasts, Lio-
nel planned to introduce a less-
expensive, slightly shorter tank 
car with an injection-molded 
plastic shell.

■ TWO DOMES, TOO
Thus was born the 2465. Mak-
ing its debut in 1946, it stayed 
in the line through 1948, at 
which point the all-but-identi-
cal no. 6465 took over. The lat-
ter differed mainly in being 
equipped with staple-end 
trucks and magnetic couplers.

Unlike the vast majority of 
tank cars Lionel had previously 
developed for its O or Standard 

gauge trains, the 2465 featured 
two domes. Their presence on 
actual tank cars meant they 
had been equipped with two 
separate storage compart-
ments. They could transport 
two different liquids without 
them becoming contaminated.

■ LOOKING TO THE SUN
The 2465, like the 2-dome 
tankers that succeeded it in the 
line through 1966, used a plas-
tic body. The dome caps and 
end pieces were molded sepa-
rately. They were glued to the 
shell, which was secured by 
screws to a sheet-metal frame.

Along with the single-dome 
tank cars in the early postwar 
roster, the 2465 came lettered 
for Sunoco. Starting in 1932 
and running almost continu-
ally into the 1950s, Sun Oil Co. 
contracted with and paid Lio-
nel to decorate tankers with its 
name and yellow-and-black 
diamond logo with red arrow.

■ SIMPLY INDISPENSABLE
The 2465, distinguished 
esthetically by a blending of 
curved and straight lines and 

soft and sharp angles, became 
a favorite at Lionel. The sleek 
cylinder painted silver riding 
atop the black frame looked 
great and exuded realism.

Individuals assembling the 
O-27 lineup of outfits for 
1946 took the unprecedented 
act of placing a double-dome 
tank in every one of the regu-
lar freight sets cataloged then. 
All nine included a 2465; only 
the two O-27 work trains 
came without the new model.

Lionel had developed an 
attractive and useful tanker 
sure to serve many purposes. 
The 2465 became a classic 
part of the line. – Roger Carp

Lionel cataloged the no. 
2465 Sunoco double-dome 
tank car from 1946 to ’48. The 
2020 edition of Greenberg’s 
Pocket Price Guide to Lionel 
Trains values this O-27 freight 
car at $7 in good condition 
and $18 in excellent. However, 
the scarce variation with the 
Sunoco decal placed in the cen-
ter of the painted body shell is 
valued at $163 in good condi-
tion and $450 in excellent.

Black-painted sheet-metal frame

Silver-painted plastic shell

Decaled Sunoco name and herald plus 
decaled technical data (rubber-stamping 
became the rule for 1948)

Wire handrails

Steps at all four corners

Model courtesy Jim Thomason

Staple-end trucks equipped with operating coil couplers



Milk was once an important commodity for the 
railroads. Before refrigeration became mainstream,  
high-speed delivery was critical. Trains carried butter, 
milk and cheese from small town collecting stations 
and creameries to the production creameries in 
the big cities. 

In Milk Trains and Traf� c, explore how these 
creameries operated, how dairy products were 
processed, and how everything evolved over time. 
Understand all the aspects of milk and dairy traf� c 
through the use of photography in the only book on 
the market dedicated to milk trains and operations.

This book is a key source for railfans and rail historians, as well as 
modelers who want to add creameries or milk platforms to their layouts.

Order now at KalmbachHobbyStore.com/MilkTrains
Sales tax where applicable. 

Available Now!

 The Milk and Butter Route The Milk and Butter Route




