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ARTICLE CAPS A QUARTER-CENTURY OF RESEARCH AND DEDICATION

This issue of Classic Toy 
Trains packs a punch! It 
offers a compact Christ-
mas O gauge layout built 

by Mark Boyce and an American 
Flyer railroad done by Craig 
O’Connell, who grew up in the 
shadow of the A.C. Gilbert Co.’s 
factory in New Haven, Conn. O 
gauge modeler Neal Schorr recalls 
how his kids helped with his three-
rail replica of the Middle Division 
of the Pennsylvania RR.

Lots to smile about in the pages 
that follow. Yet a hint of sadness 
creeps in as well. For an incredible 
project spanning a quarter of a 
century concludes in this issue. Longtime 
CTT contributor and Lionel expert Joe 
Algozzini completes his deeply researched 
and carefully written year-by-year analysis 
of Lionel trains for the entire postwar era.

What Joe has done since first looking 
at Lionel for 1954 in the January 1995 
issue is remarkable. He has examined the 
sets and models the most important 
American toy train maker was developing 
from the end of the war through 1969.

Joe launched his enterprise by focusing 
on the products of the middle 1950s. Then 

EDITOR’S  DESK
WITH ROGER CARP

A milestone worth celebrating
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he worked backward from the earliest part 
of that landmark decade toward the end, 
before turning his focus toward the 1960s. 
While making progress in the direction of 
the end of the era, Joe decided he needed 
to consider the start. Soon he was writing 
about the years between 1945 and ’49.

Joe’s research has been impeccable. He 
has been collecting and studying Lionel 
trains for more than 50 years. He owns 
hundreds of cataloged and promotional 
sets, nearly all coming from the retailers 
or customers who first acquired them.

Joe has supplemented his 
research in original complete sets 
with visits to every major collector 
of postwar trains and interviews 
with former Lionel employees. A 
background in business and statis-
tics enhances his understanding of 
what Lionel’s executives aimed to 
achieve, how they sought to reach 
their engineering and marketing 
goals, and why they did so.

One more thing. Joe refuses to 
compromise his work or accept the 
conclusions of others without con-
ducting his own research. Take the 
article about Lionel for 1969 on 
page 32. What others have seen as a 

time when the firm showed little drive to 
innovate, manufacture, or even push for-
ward, Joe proves was a productive year.

We are proud to have presented these 
beautifully illustrated and extensively 
researched articles. Together, they provide 
the fullest investigation of Lionel and the 
trains responsible for its postwar glory.

Thanks Joe!

Roger Carp, Senior Editor 
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CHRISTMAS SALE
LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR ON LIONEL TRAINS

OVER 1000 DIFFERENT PIECES OF ROLLING STOCK & 
HUNDREDS OF ENGINES & ACCESSORIES

100+ DIFFERENT 0-GAUGE ENGINES TO EXPAND LAYOUTS • 
TRACKS • TRANSFORMERS • DIGITAL OPERATING SETS

WED-FRI 9AM-5PM • SAT 9AM-3PM • SUN-TUES CLOSED

OVER 20 “READY TO RUN” SETS TO CHOOSE FROM

ALL ENGINES
UP TO 40% OFF MSRP

ROLLING STOCK
UP TO 50% OFF MSRP

ALL ACCESSORIES
UP TO 60% OFF MSRP
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I remember reading a story about a 
1950s railroad executive who was in a 
tense meeting with unhappy locomo-
tive engineers. Their complaints were 

many and varied. The frustrated executive 
finally said, “If you dislike it that much, 
why don’t you get a factory job?” The 
response from the floor was immediate: 
“Where is the romance in that!”

The excitement of large machines 
blasting down two ribbons of steel, haul-
ing carloads of passengers and hundreds 
of tons of raw material and finished prod-
ucts, is probably why you are reading this. 

At some point in our life we saw a 
train, or got a wave from a smiling engi-
neer, and thought “Wow!” We build model 
railroads in S, O, or Standard gauge 
because railroading is exciting. We still 
stop what we’re doing to look at that 
freight roll by.

Since the holidays are near, here’s a 
crazy thought: Instead of giving a freight 
car or station or water tower to add to 
your son or grandchild’s layout, turn back 
the clock. Give them some excitement – a 
book of railroad tales. 

Our sister magazine, Trains, has just 
published Real Stories of the Rails, a collec-
tion of 40 first-hand accounts from real 
railroaders from the 1920s to the 1990s. 
Visit www.KalmbachHobbyStore.com for 
more details.

There are other books as well, some of 
which I’ve read many times, and they can 
still get my heart going. All are out of 
print, but copies are easy to find. None are 
terribly expensive.

The Long Trains Roll by Stephen 
Meader (Harcourt, Brace & World, South-
ern Skies Edition, 1965). A young lad, a 
strategic mountain main line, heavy trains 

MODERN ERA NOTES
WITH BOB KELLER

Reading and railroading
THIS YEAR GIVE THE GIFT OF EXCITEMENT

full of military cargo, and German sabo-
teurs. ’Nuff said!

The Phantom Brakeman and Other Sto-
ries, edited by Freeman Hubbard (Scholas-
tic Publications, 1959). This was my first 
train book. I bought it through an elemen-
tary school book fair. These are stories 
from the pages of Railroad Magazine, 
which Hubbard edited at the time. Still an 
enjoyable read and not too “inside base-
ball” for modern kids to enjoy.

Clear the Track: True Stories of Rail-
roading by Louis Wolfe (J.B. Lippincott, 
1952). This book is a solid collection of 
factual tales of railroaders doing what 
needs to be done. 

Young Readers Railroad Stories by 
Charles Coombs (Grosset & Dunlap, 
1953). Another collection targeted at 
young readers, and not a smiley-faced 
blue steam engine to be found!

While there are many significant vol-
umes of modern and vintage railroading 
history in my collection, I have only a 
handful of railroad fiction books. 

These titles are some of the few that 
helped fire my imagination and which 
keep me looking at an O gauge train blast 
by and wonder, “What if….?”  

Real Stories of 
the Rails, a 
collection of 40 
essays by 
working 
railroaders, is 
the latest 
publication 
from Kalmbach 
Books.

JT’s MEGA-STEAM
Smoke Fluid
50 PREMIUM SCENTS AVAILABLE!!!

(434) 589-2660 •10am to 6pm EST

“Spice up your holiday traditions with Mega-Steam”

• Superior smoke output
• Quick dissipation -- does not fog up your trainroom
• Safe in ALL manufacturer’s smoke units
• Proudly Made in the U.S.A. by train hobbyists

• Celebrating 12 years of service to the hobby
• Known as “World’s Finest Smoke Fluid”

MEGA-STEAM • 11 Out of Bounds Road
Palmyra, VA 22963 • email:jkmegasteam@aol.com

For Visa / MC orders and info:
www.megasteam.com

Holiday Scents:
Christmas Pine
Hot Chocolate

Bayberry Holiday
Candy Cane

Christmas Berry
Gingerbread

Shipping charges as posted on our website or call for current rates.

mariostrains.com
GIVE US A CALL (540) 868-0025

Authorized 
Lionel, MTH and  
Bachmann dealer

Mention  
this ad for 

FREE shipping 
anywhere in 
continental 

USA
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L AIONEL     AMERICCOLLECTORS
C L U B of

EST 1970

A THE POLAR EXPRESS and all related characters and elements © & ™ Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. 

Collector’s “Must Have”  

THE POLAR EXPRESS ™ Skiing Hobo Observation Car, only from the LCCA
If you are not a member of the Lionel Collectors Club of 

America (LCCA), this deal is for you! Buy this exclusive Skiing 
Hobo Observation Car for $95 and receive a year’s membership 
free! 

•  Five free issues a year of the LCCA magazine – The Lion Roars 
•  Four free issues a year of the LCCA buy/sell magazine – 

InterChange Track 
•  Free access to the exclusive Lionel digital archives dating 

back to 1900
•  Free access to the Members Only sections of the LCCA website

•  Lionel product catalogs mailed to your door – Free 
•  Access to the annual LCCA national conventions
 •  Opportunities to buy other exclusive LCCA/Lionel products

regular business hours. Current members can also order the Skiing 
Hobo Car and extend their membership one year by calling the 

Call or visit us online for 
your application today!

717.687.8623
www.tcamembers.org

TRAIN COLLECTORS ASSOCIATION™

JOIN TCA!
Friendships that 
Last a Lifetime!

Here are just a few great TCA benefits:
·  TCA Train Meets (including York, PA!)
·  *3* Publications: The Train Collectors 

Quarterly, National Headquarters News    
& TCA E-Train, our online magazine

·  TCA x-change (online marketplace)
·  National Toy Train Museum 
·  Toy Train Reference Library

You dream it.

www.trainlayouts.com  •  973-366-5788

East Coast Enterprises • Roman Electric

• Complex Multi-Level Track Plans
• TMCC™ and DCS Control Systems
• Multi-Train Operation

• Operating Accessories
• Yards and Switching
• Highly Detailed Scenery

We specialize in:

We build it.
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las
er cut bridge solutions. Now offering 3D printing.

Just 90 miles north of Detroit, just off I-75.

410 Court St.
Saginaw, MI 48602

989-793-4753
Mon.-Sat. 9:30-5:30

www.brasseurelectrictrains.com
989-793-6887

ELECTRIC TRAINS

OVER 25,000 PARTS

40 years of Lionel service and sales. 
Authorized MTH service and sales.

Best Source for K-LINE parts.

Engines
Cars
Track
Structures
Figures

S Gauge Trains

68 Pg. Catalog send $10.00
American Models
11770 Green Oak Industrial Dr.
Whitmore Lake, MI 48189
www.americanmodels.com

Since 
1981

Send $1 for catalog or visit us on the web at:

MIANNE

IT’S TIME FOR THE
ROLLING STOCK
TO START
ROLLING....

Customizable BenchworkCustomizable BenchworkCustomizable Benchwork

Foley Woodworking 44 Union St., Attleboro, MA 02703



MTH Engines 
MTH2037081 SP 4-8-8-2 AC-6 ............. $1349.99 
MTH2037451 RBM&N 4-6-2 Pacific ........ $999.99 
MTH2037501 SP GS4 ........................... $1099.99 
MTH2037581 SP GS4 w. Lights ............ $1299.99 
MTH2057011 NJT ALP46 ........................ $464.99 
MTH2057091 Amtrak AME-7 #920 .......... $429.99 
MTH20206481 NS GP38-2 W. PS3 ........ $409.99 
MTH20207941 Amtrak F40PH Veterans  $409.99 
MTH20207951 Metra F40PH w. PS3 ...... $409.99 
MTH20207981 Metrolink F40 .................. $419.99 
MTH20208091 Reading SD70Ace PS3 .. $409.99 
MTH202081XX 31-41 Santa Fe GP60M . $409.99 
MTH20208221 UP AC6000 (Flag) PS3 ... $409.99 
MTH202085XX 71/81 NJ Transit E8 A .... $399.99 
MTH202086XX 81/91 Rio Grande GP9 .. $429.99 
MTH20208761 USMC 44 Ton  ................ $399.99 
MTH20208801 Strasburg 44 Ton ............ $399.99 
MTH202088XX 71/81 PRR 44 Ton.......... $399.99 
MTH20209041 Illinois Central GP38-2 .... $429.99 
MTH202091XX 71/81 NS ES44DC ......... $439.99 
MTH202092XX 11/21 CSX ES44DC ....... $439.99 
MTH20209461 Lehigh Valley Boxcab ..... $439.99 
MTH20209601 KCS SD70 Ace ............... $429.99 
MTH20209751 Lehigh Valley 44 Ton ....... $379.99 
MTH20209951 CSX SD40-2 #8888 ........ $449.99 
MTH202099XX 11/21 RJ Corman SD40 . $449.99 
MTH20209951 CSX SD40-2 #8888 ........ $449.99 
MTH20211381 Reading FT A Unit ........... $399.99 
MTH30203561 RS33S Work Train 4 pk .. $399.99 
MTH30203631 Southern ES44AC .......... $284.99 
MTH30203941 N&W E-8 AA Diesel ........ $339.99 
MTH30204041 GM SW-8 w. PS3 ............ $277.99 
MTH30204381 Amtrak E8 AA w. PS3 ..... $349.99 
MTH30204571 PRR RS-3 ....................... $294.99 
MTH30204701 Amtrak F40 Veterans ...... $294.99 
MTH30204721 NS Dash 8 w. Lights ....... $339.99 
MTH30204731 UP Dash 8 w. Lights ....... $339.99 
MTH30205001 UP E-3 AA ....................... $339.99 
MTH30205351 Santa Fe FP45  .............. $309.99 
MTH30205461 Lehigh Valley RS3 .......... $304.99 
MTH30205571 NS Dash 8 w. PS3 .......... $309.99 
MTH30205591 SF Dash 8 w. PS3 .......... $309.99 
MTH30205651 Reading NW2 w. PS3 ..... $299.99 

Nicholas Smith EXCLUSIVES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lionel Legacy Locomotives 
LIO682754 PC Vison GG1 #4828 .......... $1239.99 
LIO682755 Amtrak Vison GG1 #926 ...... $1239.99 
LIO6827XX 59/60 NS SD90MAC ............. $543.99 
LIO68279X 6/7 Conrail SD38 ................... $554.99 
LIO68279X 8/9 DM&IR SD38 ................... $554.99 
LIO68280X 2/3 PC SD38 ......................... $554.99 
LIO682808 UP FEF-3 #8444 .................. $1424.99  
LIO682829 B&O E7 AA ............................ $849.99 
LIO6831XX 98/99 Reading T1 ............... $1439.99 
LIO68337X 2/3 Great Northern SD45 ...... $549.99 
LIO683385 CSX NW2 .............................. $449.99 
LIO683392 Union Railroad NW 2 ............. $449.99 
LIO683420 NS Veterans SD60E ............. $400.00 
LIO683421 NS Go Rail SD60E ............... $400.00 
LIO683422 NS First Responders ........... $400.00 
LIO68406X 4-6 Milwaukee Road S-3 ..... $1529.99 
LIO684067 Milwaukee Road Fantasy S3$1529.99 
LIO684068 DL&W S-3 ............................ $1529.99 
LIO684075 ACL E8 AA ............................. $899.99 
LIO684081 Conrail E8 AA ........................ $899.99 
LIO684084 EMD E8 A .............................. $584.99 
LIO684088 NYC E8 AA  ........................... $899.99 
LIO684101 CSX SD70ACe #4843 ........... $549.99 
LIO684102 EMDX SD70ACe #72 ............ $549.99 
LIO684237 Cass Scenic 3 Truck Shay ... $1349.99 
LIO684238 Elk River 3 Truck Shay ........ $1349.99 
LIO684240 West Side Lumber 3 Truck .. $1349.99 
LIO684249 SP AC-9 #3805 .................... $1719.99 
LIO684250 SP AC-9 Daylight ................. $1719.99 
LIO68426X 0/1 CSX SD40 ....................... $584.99 
LIO684263 PRR SD40 #6089 .................. $584.99 
LIO68426X 4/5 Southern SD40 ................ $584.99 
LIO68426X 8/9 Western Maryland SD40 . $584.99 
LIO68427X 0/1 B&O GP9 Torpedo .......... $494.99 
LIO68427X 4/5 Milwaukee Road GP9 ..... $494.99 
LIO68427X 6/7 NKP GP9 Torpedo ........... $494.99 
LIO68428X 0/1 Wabash GP9 Torpedo ..... $494.99 
LIO68428X 2/3 BN U33C ......................... $521.99 
LIO68428X 4/5 D&H U33C ...................... $521.99 
LIO68429X 2/3 PC U33C ......................... $521.99 
LIO68440X 0/1 BN SD60M ...................... $544.99 
LIO68440X 7/8 CSX SD60M .................... $544.99 
LIO684410 NS SD60M ............................. $544.99 
LIO684508 NYC S2 Electric #113 ............ $719.99 
LIO684510 PC S2 Electric #4710 ............ $719.99 
LIO684512 S2 Electric Set ....................... $869.99 
LIO68462X 2/3 D&RGW SD40T-2 ........... $539.99 
LIO68462X 4/5 KCS SD40T-2 ................. $539.99 
LIO68462X 7/8 GECX SD40T-2 ............... $539.99 
LIO684659 Milwaukee Road E6 AA ......... $899.99 
LIO684662 UP E6 AA ............................... $899.99 
LIO684687 NKP Berkshire #765 ............ $1349.99 
LIO684690 W&LE Berkshire #2716 ....... $1349.99 
LIO684965 L&N Berkshire #1992 .......... $1349.99 
LIO684843 GE Demo AC6000 Green ...... $584.99 
LIO68484X 4/5 GE Demo AC6000 Red ... $584.99 
LIO68484X 8/9 CSX Diversity AC6000 .... $584.99 
LIO684945 PRSL E-6 Atlantic #6009 ....... $719.99 
LIO684946 Long Island E-6 Atlantic ......... $719.99 
LIO68496X 0-2 NYC Visionline Niagara $1709.99 
LIO685018 ACL SW7 ............................... $449.99 
LIO685022 Lehigh Valley ......................... $449.99 
LIO685024 NYC SW7 .............................. $449.99 
LIO68503X 0/1 B&P SD45 ....................... $539.99 
LIO68504X 6/7 BNSF SD70ACe .............. $539.99 
LIO68505X 1/2 EMD SD70ACe ............... $539.99 
LIO685172 R&N 4-6-2 ............................ $1259.99 
LIO685182 NYC 2-6-6-2 ........................ $1439.99 
LIO685176 Chesapeake & Ohio 2-6-6-2 $1439.99 
LIO685216 Conrail F3AA ......................... $764.99 
LIO685219 Conrail Powered B ................. $404.99 

NICHOLAS SMITH TRAINS
MODEL RAILROADING FOR ALL SEASONS® 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE, or GIVE US A CALL
2343 West Chester Pike Broomall, PA 19008 

Just 1 Minute off I-476 Exit 9
Dec. 2019 Classic Toy Trains Ad  109 Years Selling Lionel 

Store Hours M,W,F 10-9 • T&TH 10-7 • Sat 10-5 • Sun 10-5 (Nov-Dec) 

 

MIN. Order: $30.00 -15% Restocking Fee on Returns 
Product information (610) 353.8585

ORDERS ONLY: (800) 848.9119  Fax (610) 359.9846 
Most domestic orders will follow shipping schedule below* 

$0.00 - $500.00 - $13.00 
$500.01- $1100.00 - $17.00 

$1100.01 - $1500.00 - $26.00 
*Orders with Track, Power & Control Devices, Sets, Expansion 
Packs, Oversized Items, & SALE ITEMS will be charged Actual 

Shipping 
 No P.O. Box’s, PA Residents Add 6% Sales Tax

MTH2062073 - Green 

MTH2057191 Amtrak 
AEM-7 #942 Chrome 
Body w. Retirement 
Trip Sounds $444.99 

LIO685307  
  Nicholas Smith Operating 

Hobby Shop  $249.99 
MTH20207751 Amtrak 

44 Ton #1100  
$399.99 

MTH2091635  PRR Bobber 
Caboose            $52.99 

MTH20207721 NJT 
P40 #4800 Genesis 

 $444.99 
MTH20207731 NJT 
P40 #4803 Genesis 

 $444.99 

MTH30204031 Wilmington  
& Western SW1     $299.99 

MTH20207741 ConDot 
P40 #836    $444.99 

 
Strasburg 5 Packs 
1 Combo, 4 Coach 

$449.99 

MTH2091632 Strasburg 
Caboose $64.99 

MTH2062076 Strasburg  
 Marian Coach $114.99 

MTH2062075 Strasburg 
Heritage 2 Pack  $199.99 

**SALE ITEMS** 
O Locomotives 

Lionel Locos below are sold without warranty 
LIO611424 Pacific 4-6-2 Pilot ..................$900.00 
LIO681190 WP Heavy Mikado .................$875.00 
LIO681191 Erie Heavy Mikado ................$875.00 
LIO681193 W&LE Heavy Mikado ............$875.00 
LIO681994 NKP Heavy Mikado ...............$875.00 
LIO682213 KCS Naked Bell ES44AC.. ....$450.00 
LIO68221X 8/9 FEC ES44AC ...................$450.00 
LIO682238 Southern Alco PA AA ............$550.00 
LIO682535 NYC J3a Hudson PT Tender  $990.00 
LIO682537 NYC J3a Hudson J3 Tender   $990.00 
LIO683203 Chessie T-1 #2102 ...............$1295.00 
LIO68227X 4/5 B&O/Chessie SD40 .........$450.00 
LIO68227X 8/9 Grand Trunk SD40 ..........$450.00 
LIO68228X 0/1 MOPAC SD40 ..................$450.00 
LIO68228X 2/3 Conrail SD40 ...................$450.00 
LIO682284 Conrail Savings Bond SD40 $450.00 
LIO682830 CB&Q E7 AA ..........................$700.00 
LIO683401 Milwaukee Road H16-44 .......$370.00 
LIO68340X 5/6 Southern H16-44 .............$370.00 
MTH20207531 Red Arrow Liberty Liner .$449.99 

Lionel Passenger Cars 
LIO625727 WP 18” Aluminum 2 Pack ....$199.99 
LIO625731 CB&Q 18” Aluminum 2 Pack $199.99 
LIO681769 Chessie Baby Madison 2 Pk ..$84.99 
LIO681773 SP Daylight Baby Madis 2 Pk $84.99 
LIO681774 SP Daylight Baby Madis 2 Pk $84.99 
LIO681778 SF Baby Madison 2 Pk #1 ......$84.99 
LIO681779 SF Baby Madison 2 Pk #2 ......$84.99 
LIO681783 CP Baby Madison 2 Pack #1 ..$84.99 
LIO681784 CP Baby Madison 2 Pack #2 ..$84.99 

O Freight Cars & Accessories 
LIO615084 GN High-Cube Boxcar ............$29.99 
LIO615098 Lone Ranger Boxcar ...............$39.99 
LIO625050 BC Hi Cube Boxcar .................$24.99 
LIO627286 PW Scale 6464 2pk .................$84.99 
LIO627496 Polar RR Covered Hopper ......$43.99 
LIO639362 Thomas Kinkd Emerald Box ..$37.99 
LIO681706 Frisco 86’ Boxcar 2 Pack ......$109.99 
LIO682664 B&LE Gondola & Flatcar ......$109.99 
LIO682667 DT&I Gondola & Flatcar .......$109.99 
LIO684500 NS First Responders Tank .....$45.00 
MTH2090896 CN 4 Bay Hopper 6 Pk ......$254.99  
MTH2093661 US Army Waffle Boxcar ......$49.99 
MTH2095158 LIRR Flat w. Trailer ..............$53.99 



Christmas 
LIO611330 Polar RR Legacy K-4 ...........$550.00 
LIO611331 Polar RR Conv. K-4 ..............$499.99 
LIO617752 Polar RR Round Roof Box ....$35.00 
LIO619366 Christmas 2 Bay Hopper..........$42.99 
LIO625947 NPE Jack Frost Reefer ............$32.99 
LIO625958 Gingerbread Icing Vat Car .......$44.99 
LIO627263 Polar RR PS-1 Boxcar .............$52.99 
LIO627496 Polar RR PS-2 Hopper ............$43.99 
LIO627946 Christmas Savings Bond Box ..$39.99 
LIO627948 GN Christmas Boxcar ..............$44.99 
LIO627949 PRR Christmas Merch. Box. ....$56.99 
LIO630219 Gingerbread Dockside Set .....$217.99 
LIO636170 Partridge in a Pear Tree Reef ..$41.99 
LIO636243 2002 Christmas Boxcar .........$19.99 
LIO637151 Christmas Street Lamps Red 3$29.99 
LIO637197 North Pole Girder Bridge .........$19.99 
LIO637909 Let It Snow Jet Snowblower ..$101.99 
LIO637997 Christmas People Pack ...........$17.99 
LIO638848 Christmas Zephyr Set .........$899.99 
LIO639364 2013 Christmas Boxcar ...........$44.99 
LIO681428 Frosty Boxcar ...........................$40.99 
LIO681990 Gondola w. Reindeer Feed  .....$47.99 
LIO682051 North Pole Central Ice House ..$84.99 
LIO682739 North Pole Central 6464 Box ...$59.99 
LIO682740 Winter Wonderland Aqua Car ..$71.99 
LIO682742 Candy Mountain 4 Bay Hopper$48.99 
LIO682743 Santa Reindeer Station ............$37.49 
LIO682748 Silver Bell Casting  ...................$52.99 
LIO682877 Kinkade Polar Express Boxcar $63.99 
LIO683163 Kinkade Christmas Boxcar ......$63.99 
LIO683191 Snow Transport Tank Car ........$63.99 
LIO683291 Christmas Half Covered Bridge$52.99 
LIO683308 Christmas Unibody Tank Car ...$56.99 
LIO683311 Egg Nog Reefer .......................$48.99 
LIO683312 Cookies Vat Car .......................$52.99 
LIO683313 Reindeer Express Flat w. Traile$52.99 
LIO683315 Christmas Toy Stock Car .........$59.99 
LIO683689 Angela Trotta Covered Bridge..$53.99 
LIO683694 Toymaker Limited Trolley Set .$159.99 
LIO683791 Donald Duck Holiday Boxcar ...$63.99 
LIO683925 Frosty Boxcar ...........................$63.99 
LIO683952 Minnie Mouse Holiday Boxcar .$63.99 
LIO683964 Disney Holiday Set Bluetooth $314.99 
LIO684163 Christmas Disconnect 4 Pack $119.99 
LIO684340 Santa & Snowman Tag Boxcar $67.99 
LIO684341 Tell-Tale Reindeer Car .............$59.99 
LIO684372 Illuminated Christmas Station ..$32.99 
LIO684374 2017 Christmas Music Boxcar .$59.99 
LIO684487 Donald Duck Tank Car .............$53.99 
LIO684553 Reindeer Disconnect Pack A . $119.99 
LIO684554 Reindeer Disconnect Pack B . $119.99 
LIO684555 Santa Disconnect Observation $33.99 
LIO684747 2018 Christmas Boxcar ...........$50.99 
LIO684748 Christmas Music Boxcar ..........$59.99 
LIO684765 ATT Christmas Pass 3 Pk ......$224.99 
LIO684785 Naughty/Nice Ore 2 Pk ............$59.99 
LIO684786 Christmas Essentials Barrelcar$52.99 
LIO684787 Santa Freight Lines LC Set ....$232.99 
LIO685412 Santa Pylon PEP ...................$104.99 
LIO1823040 Thomas Kinkade Set ...........$324.98 
LIO1928480 Santa Finder Searchlight Car $49.99 
LIO1929090 Lighted Covered Bridge .........$52.99 
LIO1931140 North Pole 4-8-2 Mountain . $1169.99 
LIO1938030 Well Stocked Shelves B/C .....$64.99 
LIO1938310 ATT Christmas Boxcar ...........$68.99 
LIO1938420 Christmas Story Boxcar .........$64.99 
LIO1938500 2019 Christmas Music Boxcar$59.99 
LIO318703 Lionscale Hopper .....................$45.99 
MTH3011088 Christmas Tree LED Lights ..$39.99 
MTH3072195 Lighted Gondola w. Santa....$64.99 
MTH3075610 Hopper w. Coal Load  ..........$47.99 
MTH3076734 White Flat w. LED Trees ......$64.99 
MTH3076736 Blue Flat w. LED Trees ........$64.99 
MTH3076740 Christmas Flat w. 40’ Trailer $49.99 
MTH3076741 Flat w. LED & Santa Sleigh..$69.99 
MTH3090588 Country House w. LED Light $59.99 

Lionel Gift Items 
LIO933023 Lionel Stocking ........................$13.99 
LIO941031 Lionel Canvas Tote ..................$21.99 
LIO941040 Lionel Money Clip ....................$23.99 
LIO941051 Lionel Leather Coasters...........$31.99 
LIO942023 Lionel Pub Table (Oversized) .$299.99 
LIO942024 Lionel “L” Marquee Sign ........$164.99 
LIO942053 Lionel “L” Orange Neon Sign .$149.99 
LIO942059 Neon Pub Clock (Blue) ..........$129.99 
 
 
 
 
 

Lionel Accessories 
LIO614090 Banjo Signal .............................. $44.99 
LIO614218 Downtown People Pack ............ $17.99 
LIO614241 Work Crew People Pack ........... $17.99 
LIO616882 12” Half Covered Bridge ........... $44.99 
LIO624212 Lionel Art Blinking Billboard ...... $17.99 
LIO637112 Helicopter 2 Pack ...................... $19.99 
LIO637129 Boy Scout Girder Bridge ........... $17.99 
LIO637166 Crossing Shanty ........................ $18.99 
LIO637173 Green Globe Lights 3 Pk ........... $18.99 
LIO637174 Classic Street Lights 3 Pk ......... $29.99 
LIO637834 Boat Loader Boats 4 Pcs .......... $18.99 
LIO637851 Scale Telephone Poles ............. $22.99 
LIO637853 Alien Invasion Billboard Set ........ $8.99 
LIO637855 Airplane 2 Pcs ........................... $27.99 
LIO637903 Cell Tower ................................. $53.99 
LIO637913 Hopper Shed ............................. $26.99 
LIO637958 SP Scrap Yard ........................... $82.99 
LIO637975 SP Crate Loading Terminal ....... 112.99 
LIO637977 Hooker Tank Car Accident ........ $89.99 
LIO637986 NJ Transit Blinking Billboard ..... $17.99 
LIO681063 Lionelville Gateman PEP .......... $71.99 
LIO681433 PRR Crossing Shanty ............... $16.99 
LIO682016 Oil Pump ................................... $44.99 
LIO682016 Operating Billboard PEP ........... $52.99 
LIO682020 Burning Switch Tower ............... $97.99 
LIO682026 #497 Coaling Station ............... $224.99 
LIO683440 Rico Station Kit ......................... $44.99 
LIO683442 Large Suburban House ............. $67.99 
LIO683443 Deluxe Suburban House ........... $67.99 
LIO683634 Keystone Smoke Fluid Loader $262.99 
LIO683635 N. American Smoke Loader .... $262.99 
LIO684334 Strasburg Half Covered Bridge . $45.99 
LIO684496 Shell Gas Station .................... $114.99 
LIO684499 Mickey & Friends Water Tower . $74.99 
LIO684769 Wilie E Coyote Ambush Shack . $91.99 
LIO684792 PEP House Under Construction$75.99 
LIO685309 Halloween Pylon ..................... $114.99 
LIO685411 Pylon w. WWII Planes ............. $112.99 
LIO1929110 Halloween House PEP ............ $97.99 
LIO1930120 Mickey Celebration Billboard .. $15.99 

Rolling Stock 
LIO684312 Alaska Gondola w. Canisters .. $42.99 
LIO684338 CSX Woodchip Hopper ........... $49.99 
LIO684434 NS 30K Gallon Tankcar 3 Pk $188.99 
LIO684438 NS 30K Gallon Takcar ............. $59.99 
LIO684443 PES 30K Gallon Tank 3 Pk ... $188.99 
LIO68458X 2/3 BNSF 65’ Mill Gondola ..... $59.99 
LIO68458X 4/5 CNW 65’ Mill Gondola ...... $59.99 
LIO68458X 6/7 CSX 65’ Mill Gondola ....... $59.99 
LIO68458X 8/9 NS 65’ Mill Gondola .......... $59.99 
LIO68459X 0/1 SP 65’ Mill Gondola .......... $59.99 
LIO68459X 2/3 UP 65’ Mill Gondola .......... $59.99 
LIO684615 Coke Polar Bears Boxcar ........ $63.99 
LIO684677 Peanuts Meadow Comic B/Car$63.99 
LIO684802 Gibson Wine Tank Car ............ $55.99 
LIO684804 AE Staley Tank Car ................. $55.99 
LIO684828 BNSF 66’ Mill Gon w. Graffiti ... $61.99 
LIO684829 BNSF 66’ Mill Gondola ............ $61.99 
LIO684831 GNTX 66’ Mill Gon w. Graffiti .. $61.99 
LIO684833 GNTX 66’ Mill Gondola ........... $61.99 
LIO684838 A&O 66’ Mill Gondola .............. $61.99 
LIO684841 S&H 66’ Mill Gondola .............. $61.99 
LIO684855 TTX Husky Stack .................... $98.99 
LIO684861 BNSF Husky Stack ................. $98.99 
LIO68487X 2/3 PRR 50’ Flat w. Trailer ...... $89.99 
LIO68487X 4/5 TTX 50’ Flat w. Trailer ....... $89.99 
LIO68487X 6/7 UP 50’ Flat w. Trailer ......... $89.99 
LIO68492X 0/1 Conrail Cylindrical Hopper $67.99 
LIO68492X 2/3 CSX Cylindrical Hopper .... $67.99 
LIO685066 TTX Husky Stack w. EOT ..... $112.99 
LIO685069 AZRC Husky Stack w. EOT ... $112.99 
MTH2064089 UP Bush 41 Baggage Car ... $89.99 
MTH209214X 8/9 Flat w. Ambulance 4Pk $284.99 
MTH209215X 0/1 Flat w. Tank 4Pk ......... $299.99 
MTH2093661 US Army Waffle Side Box ... $49.99 
MTH2093665 C&O PS-1 Boxcar ............... $55.99 
MTH2093687 UP 50’ High Cube Boxcar ... $59.99 
MTH2097851 BNSF Coalporter ................. $59.99 
MTH2098986 CP Rail Flat w. Container .... $56.99 
MTH3068127 UP Bush 41 Baggage Car ... $69.99 
MTH3073517 NS Veterans Moderns Tank $50.99 
MTH3075597 Conrail Map Hopper Car ..... $47.99 
MTH3075598 W&LE Map Hopper Car ...... $47.99 
MTH3075613 IPL 4 Bay Hopper ................ $47.99 
MTH3076546 PRR Flat w. Trailer .............. $54.99 

Lionel Premium Sets 
LIO682726 Postwar FA Passenger Set ... $479.99  
LIO683595 Conrail OCS Set ................. $1109.99 
LIO684296 SP Salad Bowl Express ........ $809.99 
LIO684816 PRR 1930 Broadway Ltd .... $1799.99 
LIO684953 PRR Coal Hauler Set ............ $999.99 

Lionchief Remote Set 
LIO682099 Zombie Apocalypse .............. $329.99 
LIO683072 PRR Keystone Special  ........ $239.99 
LIO682192 MTA Long Island M7  ............ $319.99 
LIO683972 Hogwarts Express  ................ $335.99 
LIO684490 NS First Responders  ........... $344.99 
LIO684700 Hot Wheels  .......................... $319.99 
LIO684719 Santa Fe Super Chief  .......... $343.99 
LIO684732 BNSF Tier 4  ......................... $334.99 
LIO684754 Anheuser-Busch  .................. $335.99 
LIO685241 Mystery Machine FT  ............ $344.99 
LIO685253 End of the Line Express  ....... $264.99 
LIO1823050 Mickey Celebration  ............ $324.99 
LIO1923020 NYC Flyer 0-8-0 .................. $284.99 
LIO1923040 UP Flyer 0-8-0  ................... $239.99 

Polar Express 
LIO624251 Caribou Figures ...................... $20.99 
LIO625134 Diner Car (Black Roof) ............ $52.99 
LIO625135 Baggage Car (Black Roof) ...... $53.99 
LIO625795 Gold Scale Heavyweight Car $159.99 
LIO628425 Elf Handcar ............................. $85.99 
LIO635130 Disappearing Hobo Black Roof$56.99 
LIO635290 Streamlined Passenger 2 Pk $85.00 
LIO681699 PE Scale 50 Ton GLa Hopper . $57.99 
LIO682877 PE Thomas Kinkade Boxcar ... $63.99 
LIO682735 PE Conductor Gateman .......... $91.99 
LIO683185 PE Elf Figure Pack .................. $24.99 
LIO683249 PE Combo Car (Black Roof) ... $52.99 
LIO683352 PE Double Sheathed Boxcar .. $71.99  
LIO683437 PE Lionchief Announcement ... $82.99 
LIO683455 PE Operating Billboard ........... $63.99 
LIO683645 PE Story Boxcars (2pk) ........ $127.99 
LIO683943 PE Story Boxcar ..................... $63.99 
LIO684328 PE Lionchief Set w. Bluetooth$335.99 
LIO684370 PE Silver Load Hopper ........... $52.99 
LIO684600 PE Combo Car (Snow) ........... $56.99 
LIO684601 PE Letters to Santa Mail (Snow) ... $56.99 
LIO684602 PE Disappearing Hobo (Snow)$60.99 
LIO684603 PE Hot Chocolate Car (Snow) $56.99 
LIO684604 PE Dining Car  (Snow Roof) ... $56.99 
LIO684605 PE Baggage (Snow Roof) ....... $56.99 
LIO684811 PE Scale Baggage Car ......... $149.99 
LIO684813 PE Scale Combine Car ......... $149.99 
LIO684814 PE Scale Coach Car ............. $149.99 
LIO684815 PE Scale Diner Car ............... $149.99 
LIO684815 PE Scale Observation Car .... $149.99 
LIO685271 PE Illuminated Flag Pole ........ $45.99 
LIO1923130 PE Trolley Set ..................... $159.99 
LIO1926370 Scale Gondola w. Presents ... $71.99 
LIO1927351 PE Scale RPO White Roof . $134.99 
LIO1927352 PE Scale RPO Black Roof .. $134.99 
LIO1928410 PE Reindeer Car ................... $59.99 
LIO1928420 PE Search Light Car ............. $52.99 
LIO1928430 PE Barrel Ramp Car ............. $59.99 

Lionel Legacy/LCS Items 
LIO614294 #993 Legacy Expansion ....... $245.99 
LIO614295 #990 Legacy Command Set . $349.99 
LIO634120 TMCC Direct Lockon ............... $43.99 
LIO637125 Legacy Writable Module ......... $15.99 
LIO637146 Legacy Powermaster .............. $74.99 
LIO637147 Cab-1L w. Command Base ... $209.99 
LIO637155 Cab-1L Remote ..................... $129.99 
LIO637156 Base for Cab-1L .................... $109.99 
LIO637921 ZW-L Transformer ................. $769.99 
LIO637947 GW-180 Transformer ............ $214.99 
LIO681294 LCS 5” Fastrack Section ......... $71.99 
LIO681325 LCS Wi-Fi Module ................. $134.99 
LIO681326 Serial Converter 2 (SER2) ...... $37.99 
LIO681499 LCS DB9 Cable w. Power Sup $27.99 
LIO681500 LCS PDI 1’ Cable .................... $10.99 
LIO681501 LCS PDI 3’ Cable .................... $10.99 
LIO681502 LCS PDI 10’ Cable .................. $14.49 
LIO681503 LCS PDI 20’ Cable .................. $14.49 
LIO681639 ACS2 Acc. Switch Controller ... $89.99 
LIO681640 BPC2 Block Power Controller . $89.99 
LIO681641 AMC Acc. Motor Controller ..... $89.99 
LIO682728 STM2 Switch Throw Monitor ... $84.99 
LIO682869 5” Sensortrack for O Gauge .... $71.99 
LIO1908010 CSM2 DZ-2500 Breakout Brd $19.98 
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PLEASE SEND your best 
pictures to CTT Photo 
Album, 21027 Crossroads 
Circle, Waukesha, WI 
53187-1612 or email them 
to photoalbum@Clas-
sicToyTrains.com. Digital 
photos must be taken 
with the camera set at the 
largest-possible file size. 
Include your name, 
address, and daytime tele-
phone number; a descrip-
tion of each image; and 
the name of the photog-
rapher or layout owner. If 
your photo is published, 
we will pay you $50 as 
long as we have not previ-
ously bought the photo.

For more on photos 
specs, please go to www.
ClassicToyTrains.com/
SubmissionGuidelines.

▶ GEORGE 
DONALD’S O GAUGE 
LAYOUT
How clever of George Donald 
to bring us a Back to the Future 
moment on his O gauge model 
railroad, which is soon to be 
showcased in Classic Toy Trains. 
From the look of the MTH 
RailKing “Buy War Bonds” trol-
ley (product no. 30-2569-1) 
and the cabin nearby, you 
might assume the calendar 
reads December of 1944 or 
1945. But a glimpse of the 
snowmobile on the left side 
suggests it’s December of 
2019! Who knows what George 
had in mind when he modeled 
this frosty scene in Easton, Pa.

YOUR PICTURES
PHOTO ALBUM
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▶ DAVE VAN ESSEN-
DELFT’S O GAUGE
MODEL RAILROAD
Absolutely no question about 
whether the settlement on Dave 
Van Essendelft’s O gauge layout 
will experience a white Christmas 
this year. Check out the heavy 
snowfall that occurred over the 
past three days. The MTH RailKing 
no. 30-5145 bump-and-go trolley 
can barely make its way to the 
platform to pick up a few shiver-
ing travelers. Dave reports with 
gladness winters are not as bad at 
home in Princess Anne, Md.

▲ JIM BURKE’S STANDARD GAUGE LAYOUT
Talk about getting hit by a massive snowstorm! The white flakes coming down on Jim Burke’s Standard gauge lay-
out are so big, they may give Santa Claus a concussion! Luckily for Old Saint Nick, he can reach safety by climbing 
aboard the American Flyer President’s Special set, one of the many prewar gems in Jim’s impressive collection in 
Pittsburgh Pa. He enjoys creating human interest stories on his layout using his many vintage figures and vehicles.



▶ IAN MCKECHNIE’S  
O GAUGE DISPLAY
Vintage O gauge trains, a fragrant 
fir tree, and lots of homemade 
ornaments showing off the latest 
addition to the McKechnie family. 
These are the primary elements 
of the Christmas display Ian and 
other members of the clan 
assemble every year as they enjoy 
the holiday season at their home 
in Lindsay, Ont. In case you’re 
wondering, the Lionel nos. 2046 
steam engine and 2343 Santa Fe 
F3 diesel Ian loves to run origi-
nally belonged to his father.

▲ STEVE TERNI’S S GAUGE LAYOUT
Seems as though every child in the Rocky Mountain village on Steve Terni’s S gauge layout is outdoors on this frigid 
day. Most are skating or sledding. A few kids are building snowmen. Still others are doing what Steve admits he would 
be doing: greeting the California Zephyr as it makes its way from Colorado to the West Coast. Steve’s railroad in 
Glastonbury, Conn., photographed by Susan Terni Taff, will be featured in an upcoming issue of Classic Toy Trains.
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WITH LOU PALUMBO
VIEWS FROM  THE  UNDERGROUND

The Christmas tree people
CUSTOMERS NEW AND OLD MAKE THE HOLIDAYS

It is fun to operate a full-time train 
store during the Christmas season. I 
opened The Underground Railroad 
Shoppe in 1985, and this year will 

mark my 35th season. We’re open seven 
days a week from the third week of 
November through the first week of Jan-
uary. My selling season amounts to 
Thanksgiving to New Year’s Day.

Our merchandise includes Lionel and 
MTH train sets ready to run and com-
plete with track and transformer. Also in 
stock are S, HO, and N scale sets.

I do most of my retail sales during the 
Christmas season. I’ve learned something 
interesting, namely, I sell the same quan-
tity of trains to different 
people every Christmas.

I love the season because 
it gives me opportunities to 
talk to new and returning 
customers about – what 
else? – toy trains and the 
hobby. I call the people that 
come into the store during 
the holiday season, “the 
Christmas tree people.”

Many folks are coming 
to the shop for the first 
time. They’re shopping for a train to put 
around their Christmas tree. Newcomers 
usually fall into one of two categories. 
They’re grandparents buying a first train 
for their grandchildren or newlyweds.

Newlyweds? Often, they’re expecting 
their first child and so want to start a tra-
dition for themselves and their soon-to-
arrive baby of a train under the tree.

We have a large O gauge layout in our 
backroom open to the public only during 
the holidays. People come to the store to 
see our landscaped display during that 
time. We change parts of the layout every 
year to enhance their enjoyment.

Youngsters love to watch all the trains 
and animated accessories on our layout. 
Even so, I believe adults enjoy it more.

Often the people buying a train to put 
around their tree never return to the 
store. The holiday season is the last I see 
of them, except if their train needs repair. 
Then they bring it in for us to help them.

There are exceptions. Some people 
buy trains for their expected child or 
young grandchild and then start adding 
pieces to the set each year. They purchase 
more rolling stock or perhaps an acces-
sory so the children have something to 
play with when they get older. In the 
meantime, the train runs around the cou-
ple’s Christmas tree every year.

Some of the popular add-on pieces are 
the Christmas-themed railcars manufac-

turers catalog each year. 
These items feature the cur-
rent year printed on them. 
Folks buy that car to designate 
the year they bought their 
first new train or the year of 
birth of their first child.

Christmas tree people are 
not to be confused with train 
collectors, at least not at first. 
Some do turn into collectors, 
becoming regular customers.

Don’t get the wrong idea 
and think I dread the months before and 
after Christmas. As much as I love the 
holidays, I enjoy the other nine months 
of the year when things settle down.

Christmas tree people rejuvenate me. 
They are bringing new blood and enjoy-
ment to a hobby that never goes out of 
style or loses its enthusiasm and wonder.

The feeling of the holiday season is 
great motivation for selling trains at this 
festive time of the year. The look on the 
faces of my customers reminds me of 
boys on a scavenger hunt when we were 
in elementary school. You may recall 
looking forward to the holidays and get-
ting new toys, including a train set.

Happy holidays and Merry Christmas 
to all – and keep searchin’. 

LOU PALUMBO, the owner of the Underground Railroad Shoppe in New Castle, Pa., writes this exclusive 
column for Classic Toy Trains. He can be reached at 1906 Wilmington Rd., New Castle, PA 16105 or by email  
at trainplum@yahoo.com
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WITH RENE SCHWEITZER
VIDEO PLUS

inside a clear flexible tube. Have 
you considered buying a few 
packs of them and using them 
year-round as accent lights 
around your layout? What a 
“bright” idea that looks great 
and costs very little!

I’ve mentioned just a 
couple of Gerry’s tips. 
Watch the video at 
MRVideoPlus.com/
OTR33 to see more. 

It’s the time of year so many toy train 
hobbyists love: Christmas! For lots of  
Classic Toy Trains readers, it’s a tradi-
tion to set up a train around the tree or 

host a holiday open house. I propose start-
ing a new tradition: plan to shop during 
the post-holiday sales!

One ongoing series on MR Video Plus 
is “Off the Rails,” hosted by Gerry Leone. 
While his layout is HO scale, don’t let that 
turn you off. Episode 33’s focus is scour-
ing Christmas clearance sales for items 
useful for your layout—of any scale.

Gerry visits two crafts stores, a hard-
ware store, and a big box store, and gives 
you a list of what to look for after Christ-
mas. You may be thinking, “Yeah, I know, 
look for those little green village Christ-
mas trees.” But consider this: You’ve seen 
those packages of rope lights—LED lights 

Get ready to find layout bargains
START A LIST OF MODELING ITEMS TO BUY AFTER THE HOLIDAYS

Want helpful how-to videos?  
With an Internet-enabled computer and a subscription to www.MRVideoPlus.com, 
you can view all videos 24/7/365! Plus, you’ll also see 
all the other toy train videos in the MRVP library. Sub-
scribe at MRVideoPlus.com/27deal
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Everything Model Trains!

• Huge in-stock inventory

• Website updated daily

Call 530-673-6776
westerndepot.com

1650 Sierra Ave. Suite 203 Yuba City, CA

Hours: Tuesday–Saturday 10:00–5:30

World Wide 

Shipping



BRAND NEW Selection!
Look at these exciting new O gauge train cars! 
Introducing our newest boxcars, gondolas and  
lighted cabooses! Only MENARDS®  
gives you a selection like this!

Pennsylvania Boxcar - Y
ellow (279-5331)

Chicago & North Western Boxcar (279-5337)

New Haven Boxcar (279-5335)

Santa Fe Boxcar w/ Silver Tru
cks (279-5253)

CP Rail Boxcar - R
ed (279-5255)

Great Northern Boxcar - R
ed (279-5257)

Grand Tru
nk & Western Boxcar (279-5259)

Frisc
o Boxcar - Y

ellow (279-5261)

Lehigh Valley Boxcar (279-5263)

Seaboard System Boxcar (279-5265)

Rio Grande Boxcar (279-5267)

Virginian & Ohio Boxcar (279-5333)

Southern Pacific Boxcar - B
urgundy (279-5339)

Erie
 Lackawanna Boxcar (279-5341)

J. Shepherd & Sons Boxcar (279-5343)

Menards Boxcar - G
reen (279-5345)

BOXCARS
Check out the newest additions to an 
already impressive collection of over 
100 boxcar designs built by Menards. 
These boxcars are visually stunning 
and feature premium metal trucks and 
operating couplers.



Weathe
red!

Santa Fe Boxcar (279-4412)

Weathe
red!

Frisc
o Boxcar (279-4416)

Weathe
red!

B&O Boxcar (279-4414)

Weathe
red!

Milwaukee Road Boxcar (279-4418)

Milwaukee Road Caboose (279-4380)

Light
ed!

Pennsylvania Caboose (279-4380)

Light
ed!

Chicago & North Western Gondola (279-5241)

CSX Gondola (279-5247)

Soo Line Gondola (279-5243)

New Haven Gondola (279-5249)

Milwaukee Road Gondola (279-5245)

US Navy Gondola (279-5251)

WEATHERED BOXCARS
Add a touch of realism to your train 
consist with these professionally 
weathered boxcars. These hand-painted 
boxcars contain all the features you 
love about Menard's boxcars, with the 
additional charm of weathering.

LIGHTED CABOOSES
With a prelit interior and two red 
alternating marker lights, these cabooses 
are sure to capture your attention. These 
track-powered cabooses use modern 
technology to maintain constant lighting, 
even while in motion.

LIGHTED TRAIN BRIDGE
The dual track lighted bridge is a 
terrific way to add detail to your layout. 
Measuring 24" long and 8" wide, this 
bridge has plenty of clearance for two 
sets of track. And, the icing on the cake 
are 4 LED warning lights on the top.

GONDOLAS
Haul anything from logs and lumber 
to scrap metal in these 40-scale-foot 
gondolas. Made from brand new molds, 
this gondola is the prefect size for nearly 
every layout. Choose from 12 unique 
road names.

Dual Tra
ck Train Bridge (279-4177)

Light
ed!Shown with 2 Pieces of 30" Straight Tubular Track 

(Sold Separately)

WE ARE THE WORLD'S #1  
MANUFACTURER OF TOP 

QUALITY O GAUGE TRACK! 
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WITH THE CTT STAFF
PRODUCT NEWS

DOGGY DELIGHT: The no. 279-4494 J. Shepherd & Sons Dog 
Food Factory is a new addition to the Menards line of structures. 
The O gauge building is 11 inches high, 107⁄8 inches wide, and 6¼ 
inches deep. It features interior and exterior LED lighting and an 
illuminated sign with an animated pouring effect. Includes six 
workers, Jack the German shepherd, two silos, a dumpster, and a 
loading dock with dog food bags. The lights require a Menards no. 
279-4050, -4061, or -4062 4½-volt power supply (sold separately). 
The factory is $99.99 plus shipping, or select free shipping to a 
local Menards store. Order at www.Menards.com/trains. 
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POWER ON TAP: The MRC no. 1311 
Throttlepack AC100 is the latest AC 
transformer from Model Rectifier Corp. The 
compact power supply is rated at 100 watts. 
Track output ranges from 0 to 19 volts AC. 
There is also a fixed 18-volt DC accessory 
output. Horn, bell, and direction buttons are 
included. The transformer has a suggested 
retail price of $199.98. At retailers or online 
at www.modelrectifier.com.

CONDUCTOR’S CAR: The no. 279-4380 
Milwaukee Road lighted caboose from 
Menards includes an illuminated interior 
and two alternating LED red marker lights 
that illuminate with track power. The O 
gauge caboose is 7½ inches long, and 2½ 
inches high, and it operates on curves as 
tight as O-27. Metal wheels and operating 
couplers are included. The illuminated 
caboose costs $24.99 plus shipping, or 
select free shipping to a local Menards 
store. Order at www.Menards.com/trains. 

500 PIECES, 3 RAILS: The no. 
69713 America’s Colorful Toy 
Trains 500-piece jigsaw puzzle 
from Classic Toy Trains features an 
image from our Readers Choice 
staff-built O gauge project 
railroad. The puzzle costs $14.99. 
www.kalmbachhobbystore.
com/product/gift/69713.
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WEATHERED BOXCARS: Menards has released four factory-weathered O gauge boxcars. 
At 11 inches long, the cars will run on O-27 and wider-diameter track. The boxcars feature 
metal wheels and operating couplers. Current production road names include the nos. 279-
4412 Santa Fe, 279-4414 Baltimore & Ohio, 279-4416 Frisco, and 279-4418 Milwaukee Road. 
The boxcars cost $24.99 each plus shipping, or select free shipping to your local Menards 
store. Order online at www.Menards.com/trains. 

DEALS ON WHEELS: 
Wheeler’s Auto Dealers is 
the latest injection-
molded plastic structure 
kit in Atlas O’s Hillside 
Structure Series. The O 
gauge building measures 
101⁄16 x 85⁄16 x 6½ inches 
and retails for $39.95. See 
your Atlas O retailer or 
visit www.atlasrr.com for 
more information. 

PRODUCT NEWS
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BULKHEAD FLATS: Atlas O is offering new paint schemes for its O scale two- and three-rail Trainman line 62-foot-
long bulkhead and short-bulkhead flatcars. Standard bulkhead cars include Canadian Pacific (dark green), CSX (patched 
reporting marks), TTX (yellow with black-and-white logo), and Union Pacific (oxide red). The short bulkhead cars are 
decorated for the Allegheny & Eastern (red) and the Northwestern Oklahoma (oxide red). Two road numbers are 
available per scheme. The O gauge cars feature side stake pockets, simulated tie loops, and a fish-belly center sill. They 
sell for $61.95 (undecorated, $56.95). See your Atlas O retailer or visit www.atlasrr.com for more information.

VALUABLE GUIDE: 
The latest edition of 
Greenberg’s Pocket Price 
Guide to Lionel Trains 
1901-2020 is now 
available. The updated 
guide is the only price 
guide to list values of 
prewar, postwar, and 
modern-era toy trains. 
The guide is $21.99. 
Order from www.
kalmbachhobbystore.
com/product/book/10-
8720.

CUTTING MAT: Protect your work surface with the no. 
84050 8½ x 12-inch cutting mat. The mat is $10.99 plus 
shipping. Order from www.kalmbachhobbystore.com.
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Improved traction for a Lionel no. 2056

WITH JOSEPH L. MANIA AND THE CTT STAFF

Q My Lionel no. 2056 steam engine runs great. However, it 
was built without Magne-Traction, so it can’t go up the 
steep grades on my O gauge layout. Can I replace its drive 

wheels with those from a no. 2046 steamer? Or should I use after-
market wheels with traction tires? I did put electrical tape on one 
rail of the grades. It worked well at first, but then caused mainte-
nance problems when gunk built up on the wheels and ended up 
on the rest of the track. Any ideas? – Richard Sheats, Ligonier, Pa.

    

A  Increasing the tractive 
force of the 2056 makes 
more sense than trying 

to increase the adhesion of the 
rails. The 2046 and the 2056 
differ in a few notable ways. 
While the wheels do carry dif-
ferent part numbers, the mag-
netism transferred to them 
does not come from magne-
tized axles as in some engines 

but through magnets contained 
in the frame. Since the disas-
sembly and subsequent trans-
fer of all the parts needed to 
achieve this would be a huge 
job, you may find it easier to 
swap the entire motor assem-
bly from a 2046 into your 2056.

I’m not aware of an after-
market replacement wheel that 
has the groove for traction tires 

although some modern-era 
locomotives had traction tires 
that would work. Maybe the 
Lionel no. 8206 New York Cen-
tral 4-6-4 Hudson (cataloged 
from 1972 through 1975). It 
came with Baldwin disc wheels, 
so they won’t look the same. 
More important, pulling off the 
wheels and replacing them 
properly is a bigger task than 
just swapping motors.

CULVERT LOADER PER-
FORMS UNPREDICTABLY

Q I have a Lionel no. 37972 
Bethlehem Steel operat-
ing culvert loader pur-

chased new. When I used it, all 

went fine: The unloader moved 
across the conveyor beam to the 
gondola, and the magnet was 
lowered. Then it stopped on the 
lowest culvert. After that, the 
unloader did not move back and 
forth across the conveyor beam, 
and the magnet did not move 
up or down. The power was on, 
the gondola was in the proper 
position, and the lights were 
blinking. What do I do now? – 
Steve Polaha, Media, Pa.

A Since the lights were 
blinking, the infrared 
detector must sense the 

presence of the gondola. Did 
the light in the building come 
on? That light should come on 

HOW TO GET MORE PULLING POWER FROM THIS POSTWAR ENGINE

The Lionel no. 2056 steam locomotive, cataloged 
in 1952 during the Korean Conflict, lacked Magne-Traction. 
Is there a way to improve its pulling power?

FOR INFO OR TO EXHIBIT AT A SHOW CONTACT: 

Nov. 9-10 • Monroeville, PA 
Monroeville Convention Center

Nov. 16-17 • York, PA 
York Expo Center

Nov. 23-24 • Wilmington, MA 
Shriners Auditorium

Nov. 30-Dec. 1 • Edison, NJ  
New Jersey Expo Center

December 7-8 • Timonium, MD  
Maryland State Fairgrounds

December 14-15 • Chantilly, VA  
Dulles Expo Center

December 28-29 • Virginia Beach, VA  
Virginia Beach Convention Center

200 Booths of Manufacturers & Retailers! 
Huge Riding Train For Kids—FREE! 
HUGE Operating Model Railroads! 

Demos, Seminars, New Products and Much More! 
And Major Manufacturers Including: Bachmann, Lionel, MTH, Kato,  

Walthers, Scale Trains, Piko Athearn and More! 

Largest Monthly Train Show in the US 

Jan. 4-5 • Columbus, OH   Ohio Expo Center
Feb. 8-9 • Chantilly, VA   Dulles Expo Center

Feb. 15-16 • Hampton, VA   Hampton Roads Convention Ctr
Feb. 29 & Mar. 1 •  Saint Paul, MN   RiverCentre

Oct 13 Nov 10 Dec 8 Jan 12 Feb 9 

November 2-3 • Shakopee, MN 
Canterbury Park

November 2-3 • Lewisville, TX 
Premier Events Center

Nov. 23-24 • Ft Wayne, IN, Allen 
County War Memorial Coliseum 
Nov. 30-Dec. 1 • Collinsville, IL 

Gateway Center
December 14-15 • Overland Park, KS  

Overland Park Convention Center
December 28-29 • Grayslake, IL 

Lake County Fairgrounds
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after six or seven blinks of the 
warning light. If not, it would 
indicate the control printed-
circuit board controlling the 
motors had a malfunction.

 
MAINTAINING A FLYER 
NO. 740 HANDCAR

Q  After removing dried 
and hardened grease 
and cleaning the car-

bon-loaded armature on my 
American Flyer no. 740 handcar, 
the motor ran well yet the unit 
didn’t move. Then I noticed the 
main drive gear, which is driven 
by a worm gear off the arma-
ture, freely spun on the axle it 
was on. A schematic showed 

the axle should have splines to 
affix the gear on the axle once it 
is slid on.

How can I affix this gear to 
the axle without removing the 
wheels and axle from the unit? 
Loctite could be applied 
through a small hole drilled in 
the gear perpendicular to the 
shaft. Thanks for any help. – 
Mickey Demian, Cedar Grove, Wis.

A Loctite should work. Be 
absolutely sure the axle 
and gear bore are clean 

of all oil and grease before 
applying it. I would try to slide 
the gear to one side slightly, 
apply the Loctite, and slide the 

gear back into position rather 
than drilling into the gear.

HEADLIGHT REPLACE-
MENT ON A MARX OLD-
TIME STEAMER

Q How can I replace the 
headlight bulb in a 
Marx O gauge Wm. 

Crooks old-time steam locomo-
tive? – Frank Dies, St. Louis, Mo.

A The bulb and socket are 
attached to a small 
metal plate under the 

headlight housing. A small tab 
from this plate can be seen 
directly behind the headlight. 
I’ve always found it easiest to 

The A.C. Gilbert Co. placed the S gauge 
no. 740 motorized handcar in the firm’s 
American Flyer line from 1952 through 
’54. Three variations have been reported, 
including this one which has a red-white-
blue shield without striping.

pry the plate down from the 
bottom front with a small 
screwdriver. As it pivots down 
and forward it can be wiggled 
out. The bulb can be replaced 
and the plate snapped back into 
the housing. 

HAVE A  
QUESTION? 
Write to“Questions & 
Answers” at Classic Toy 
Trains, P.O. Box 1612, 
Waukesha, WI 53187-1612, 
or email us at qsandas@
ClassicToyTrains.com and 
put the words “questions & 
answers” in the subject line. 
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FROM 
STORAGE TO 
STARDOM!
Story and photos by Stan Trzoniec

SIX EASY STEPS TO 
BRING A LOCOMOTIVE  
BACK TO LIFE

With traffic on my O gauge 
Delaware & Raritan Valley RR expanding 
and the used market on Electro-Motive 
Division F3s declining, our motive power 
department was searching in earnest for 
a set of “covered wagons” to pull our 
future executive train around the system.

With that in mind I set out in search of a 
used A-A set of Lionel F3 locomotives. 
Here are the steps I followed to find the 
right locomotive set, check it for proper 
operation, and give it a D&RV RR custom 
paint scheme.

Before buying a previously owned loco-
motive, either from a private party or at a 
train show, you should run the unit on a 
test track to make sure it operates to your 
satisfaction. 

Stan Trzoniec’s newly renovated double A units on his  
O gauge Delaware & Raritan Valley RR are taking their 
first run. Here, he describes how to overhaul and repaint 
an A-A set of nearly 70-year-old Lionel F3s. 
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Depending on your intent – collecting, 
running, or trading – now is the time to pay 
attention to the details that can make or 
break your purchase.

Check all the running gear, like the 
wheels, rollers, and wiring (if possible), to see 
if the couplers still operate. Light bulbs can 
be replaced. I also consider plastic cab win-
dows and portholes expendable items since 
they can be replaced at nominal cost from 
many of the advertisers in Classic Toy Trains.

First things first
If possible, ask the seller if you can sepa-

rate the shell from the chassis to check the 
wiring to the motors, E-unit, and horn. This 
is not always possible, but the overall condi-
tion of the units should give you a good idea 
of what’s inside. Talking to the seller may also 
provide hints about the condition. In my 
case, the seller said he took very good care of 
his locomotives and I felt he was honest.

You can expect some normal wear on the 
wheels and rollers and a scratch here and 
there. You should have an idea of the overall 
condition you’re willing to accept. Remem-
ber, condition dictates the price. I was willing 
to accept a certain amount of cosmetic wear 
and tear since I planned to overhaul and 
repaint the engines. This set met my require-
ments to a tee!

This pair of Lionel no. 2343 Santa Fe die-
sels was made in the early 1950s. Once I had 
them on my workbench, I was happy to see 
the seller had indeed taken good care of the 
locomotives (Photo 1). There was some dust 
around the motors due to the wear on the 
brushes and commutators. Removing the 
motors showed them to be in good shape. I 
moved the retaining springs to one side to 
check the brushes, and they appeared to have 
been recently replaced. Brushes are a com-
mon item, easy to find and easy to replace.

I then operated the powered unit with and 
without cars in tow. Being a typical Lionel F3, 
it growled down the tracks, bringing back 
memories of times past. The E-unit did not 
work, but a check revealed the unit’s lever 
was set in the forward-only mode. A quick 
flick of the switch showed the E-unit to be 
working perfectly.

After testing for proper operation and purchasing a previously owned locomotive, 
it’s time to remove the shell and check everything for proper wiring and general 
wear and tear. For early Lionel F3s, remember to inspect the battery compartment 
for damage from battery leakage.

Unscrew the 
motor and 
then clean and 
lubricate with 
a high-quality 
lubricant, such 
as those made 
by Labelle. 
Remember, a 
very little 
lubrication 
goes a long 
way.

In painting the frame, Stan used a spare shell to protect the internal components 
with only minor masking needed for the front coupler and wheelsets and around 
the windows.

1

2

3
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If there had been a problem, I find a mild 
aerosol electronics cleaner often works mira-
cles. If the E-unit is shot, replacements are 
available in the form of a rebuilt unit or a 
new digital-type assembly. 

Battery leakage is always a concern with 
these units. I was pleasantly surprised to find 
the inside battery chamber just as clean as the 
day it left the Lionel factory. After a trip to a 
hardware store to pick up D-cell batteries, I 
found the horn worked to perfection.

Oil works wonders
Removing the rear motor again, I added a 

little light lubrication in the form of the 
Labelle no. 106 lubricating grease at the rear 
end gears (Photo 2). Keep in mind, a little 
goes a long way. While I was at it, I applied a 
drop of Labelle no. 107 oil in the hole 
between the mounting screws to keep the 
bearings in fine shape. 

Removing the brass cover, I added a little 
lube. A drop of oil on the bronze bushings at 
each end will keep everything moving freely. 

Unless the unit you’ve purchased is the 
next thing to a junker, this should do it for 
initial maintenance. It always amazes me that 
mechanical devices almost 70 years old can 
still be going strong. With all the replacement 
parts out there, they will continue to run for 
years to come.

In the paint shop
I will probably get letters stating that I 

shouldn’t repaint vintage toy trains. Sorry but 
to me bringing the engines to life again under 
my road name is well worth the effort. 

I use the Scalecoat II brand of paints made 
for plastic models and sold in 6-ounce aero-
sol cans by Minuteman Scale Models (www.
minutemanscalemodels.com).

Rather than going through the trouble of 
unhooking the wiring, battery holder, and 
E-unit before painting the chassis, I simply 
cover the internal parts with another old shell 
with minor masking around the windows, 
couplers, and wheels (Photo 3).

I remove the trucks from the chassis, 
lubricate the gears, and then remove the 
truck side frames (Photo 4). I clean these in 
warm, soapy water, leaving the factory silver 
finish intact. Knowing Lionel’s skill in mass 
production, there is no need to mark the 
location of the frames. They will fit the wheel 
assemblies equally well on either unit. 

Once the side frames are off, I am ready to 
clean the wheels if needed. Because of the 
problems associated with the removal of the 
front pilot, I removed the black coupler shield 

With the trucks removed, again check them for wear and tear, add a drop of light 
lubricating oil on each end of the gear, and add a bit of grease to the gear. Taking 
the side frames apart for further inspection and cleaning is easy. Just remove the 
large screw holding the steps.

Remove all plas-
tic parts, includ-
ing the wind-
shield, portholes, 
ladders, and 
front grab irons, 
before you strip 
and repaint the 
body. Anything 
that needs 
replacement or is 
broken in the 
process can be 
easily replaced 
by aftermarket 
parts.

Taking your time while masking pays off later when the tape is removed. Stan painted 
the cab and side Scalecoat II no. 2029 SP Scarlet Red, before masking and finishing 
with no. 2112 Detail Black applied to the roof and lower part of the shell.

5

4

6
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and left the pilot to be painted by hand. 
On the dummy A unit, I remove the 

trucks via the e-washer. From there, clean-
ing is easy.

To simplify painting the shells, I 
remove everything that is easy to remove! 
The side porthole windows, cab window 
shell, front lens, front grab irons, and side 
cab ladders are easy to pry out. So are the 
number boards (Photo 5). By squeezing 
the tabs on the twin horns, they come out 
with little effort. 

The final stages went without a hitch.
I immerse both shells in Minute Man 

Wash Away Paint Remover for around 15 
minutes per side. Then, using warm soapy 
water and a toothbrush, I scrub away the 

tired and shabby original factory paint. 
Since the lettering on these units is 

heat-stamped, it took a little effort to sand 
the name off to create a smooth finish for 
decaling. I use a sanding sponge to start, 
followed by 600-grit sandpaper, and 
finally 1,500-grit wet-or-dry sandpaper 
from 3M. While I am at it, I carefully sand 
off the dings on each shell. 

I next prime the shells 
with Krylon Colormax 
primer. This is good for O 
gauge models, as the spray 
comes out in a mist, so you 
don’t have to contend with 
any runs or drips. 

Because my units are 
painted with two colors of 
Scalecoat II paint, I first 
apply SP Scarlet Red over 
most of the shell (Photo 6). 
When this coat has fully 
cured, I mask the shell and 
apply Scalecoat II Detail 
Black on the bottom, the top 
side, and the roof. I use a 
fine-line masking tape for 

this, and use a fingernail to burnish the 
edges to ensure good adhesion with a nice 
clean line. Later, I touch up any masking 
problems with a small brush. I find the 
½-inch-wide type a perfect width for 
painting a center stripe.

I left the trucks silver to complement 
the frame in a different shade.

For a clean look, I ordered a new cab 
window assembly, front head-
light lens, and GM decals for 
the rear side of each locomo-
tive. I reinstalled both horns 
facing forward to add a bit of 
individualism. Finally, my 
railroad name is proudly 
emblazoned with custom-
made decals (“Give your rail-
road an identity,” January 
2017 Classic Toy Trains).

Refinishing a locomotive 
is easier than you may imag-
ine. I hope that in this article 
I have paved the way for you 
add a diesel to your road 
name or revisit a past “fallen 
flag” paint scheme. 

Stan Trzoniec’s rail-
road is featured in 
our special publica-
tion, Best Toy Train 
Layouts. www.Kalm- 
bachHobby Store.
com/BestLayouts.

Visit us at: www.rossswitches.com

1-800-331-1395 Call for Free Color Catalog 

Also 

Available
DZ1000 lighted 
switch machine 
and controllers

Not Shown

Switches & Track
for all 3 Rail O Gauge & O27 Trains

Demand them from your dealer or call us direct!

A sampling of some of our neat specialty switches.
All now available remote control ready to run!

Featu
ring

ALL WOOD TIES

and STEEL RAIL! #170

4 WAY

#175
#171

4 WAY YARD SET

All RCS
Products 

are Proudly

Hand Made

in the USA
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DISPLAY SHELVES FOR
YOUR TRAIN ROOM!

Satin Finish,
Hardened Anodized
Extruded Aluminum
No Brackets Needed
Raised Rails Hold
Your Trains in Place
6 Ft. Lengths,
Expandable with
Joiner Pins Supplied
Special Cutting
Available

Combination “HO/S” Gauge . . . . . . .$14.00
“O” Gauge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$18.00
Combination “O/STD/LGB” Gauge . . .$27.00
Plus UPS Shipping

RAIL STOPS - This
extremely versatile
product is designed
to fit our shelves or
similar shelving from
HO/S gauge or O
gauge to O/STD/LGB
gauge. RAIL STOPS
can be used any
place along your
shelves and will
prevent your trains
from being rolled
along the rails. RAIL
STOPS fit all track and can be used in place of
bumpers on train layouts.
RAIL STOPS are $10.00 per dozen, including
shipping.

GLENN SNYDER DISPLAY SYSTEMS
260 Oak Street • Buffalo, NY 14203

Toll Free 1-877-852-4676 • Fax 1-716-852-4677
e-mail: glenn@gsds.com • www.gsds.com

RAIL END CAPS -
The newest
addition to Glenn
Snyder Display
Systems product
line. Designed to
trim the ends of
our shelves or
similar shelving.
RAIL END CAPS will
give a finished
look to the end of
your shelves and

will prevent your trains from being knocked off
the ends.
Please specify when ordering: combination
“HO/S” gauge, “O” gauge or combination
“O/STD/LGB” gauge.
RAIL END CAPS are $3.50 each, any size.
Plus shipping and handling.

ALL PRODUCTS MADE IN USA

 

Lionel's 3-Bay hopper joins our series of cars 
inspired by the Santa Fe's warbonnet deco 
scheme.  This Standard O car is 12 3/4" long 
and features die-cast sprung trucks, operating 
couplers, brake wheel, and coal load insert. 
Just $66 + S&H.  ORDER YOURS TODAY-
FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED. 

Membership benefits include: 
* Switcher magazine (still 6 times/year). 
* Exciting Conventions  -- join us in 

Dayton, OH   July 5-11, 2020. 
* Limited edition Lionel cars available 

exclusively to club members. 
 * Great friendships and operator tips. 

 
Final production graphics may vary.  Available only to club members. 
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By Joe Algozzini and Roger Carp 
Photos by William Zuback

LIONEL TRAINS FOR

Ten years later, the once-proud firm 
finally took it on the chin, as annual net 
losses and internal turmoil led executives 
into believing the train line was to blame. 
So, as shown in “Lionel for 1968” (Novem-
ber 2018 issue of Classic Toy Trains), they 
decided to let those responsibilities 
become another company’s problem. Lio-
nel handed the baton to General Mills, 
which leased the rights to manufacture 
and market the line of trains.

New view of the train line
Let’s appreciate what Lionel achieved in 

1969. Although executives knew General 
Mills would soon be in charge of produc-
tion, they never quit trying. To the con-
trary, the men in charge gave a green light 
to six sets whose contents matched or even 
surpassed what had been put in the O-27 
sets marketed the previous five years. 

To start, four of the six outfits cataloged 
for 1969 came as five-car freights. Lionel 
had not cataloged as many long trains with 

he original Lionel Corp. of 
Joshua Cowen, Joseph Bonanno, 
Thomas Pagano, Lawrence Cowen, 

Frank Pettit, and a host of others had wit-
nessed the end of the glory years back in 1959. 
That was when the elder Cowen had decided 
enough was enough and it was finally the 
right time for him to leave after 59 years of 
work since co-founding the business.

THE FINAL 
CHAPTER  
OF THE 
POSTWAR 
SAGA
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so much play value since 1964. Since then, 
only two of the O-27 sets Lionel offered in 
1965 and ’66 had been five-car freights.

Second, Lionel stated only net prices, a 
decision that allowed dealers to price the 
sets at whatever they chose. In reality, sets 
went for less than $20 to $76 (based on the 
pricing policy or objective of each 
retailer). The prices were in line with what 
Lionel had established in the recent past.

Finally, management packaged the sets 
in an innovative way. Knowing a picture 
was a valuable marketing tool, 
they placed a photo of the set 
contents on a label affixed to the 
side of each set box. It gave deal-
ers a quick look at what they 
were selling while showing con-
sumers the contents of an outfit 
they were thinking of buying.

New view of production
Personal research and inter-

views with key personnel from 
Lionel reveal something notable. 
The O-27 sets shown in the con-
sumer catalog for 1969 and 
many of the separate-sale items 
offered represented new prod-
ucts being made for that year.

Two sources about what was 
going on appeared early in 1969. 
Lenny Dean, who then served as 

service manager and so had insights into 
parts production, wrote in the March 
newsletter sent to authorized service sta-
tions: “Production of all items shown [in 
the consumer catalog] will be in high gear 
shortly – ready for shipment by July 1st, 
and I would appreciate receiving an order 
for your needs now to insure delivery.”

Lenny’s statements prove Lionel had 
been preparing for 1969 production since 
the end of the previous year. He suggested 
Lionel’s final 1969 production of trains 
would be closely watched and adjusted 
accordingly by the early orders received.

On April 28, Lenny told dealers, “An 
agreement has been signed by The Lionel 

Corporation, Hillside, New Jersey and 
General Mills, Inc., Minneapolis, Minne-
sota pursuant to which Lionel and General 
Mills will cooperate in the manufacture 
and sale of Lionel’s toy trains and other toy 
products during 1969.”

Lenny was making clear Lionel’s inten-
tions to manufacture substantial quantities 
of new trains. Those products were needed 
to fill orders of outfits, engines, and more.

Suggested retail prices
We observed that dealers were pricing 

outfits for 1969 from less than $20 up to 
$76. Ascertaining that basic yet vital infor-
mation proved to be quite difficult.

During the last decade of postwar pro-
duction, Lionel’s yearly consumer catalogs 
had offered suggested retail prices for each 

set cataloged as well as the sepa-
rate-sale items. Then circum-
stances changed in 1968. The 
consumer catalog had included 
prices for separate-sale items 
only. It revealed nothing about 
the price of the only set cataloged: 
the no. 11600. A Lionel order 
form sent to dealers in 1968 indi-
cated it was listed at $90.

For 1969, Lionel’s pricing pol-
icy continued that same way. 
Meaning, the dealer price lists 
we’re familiar with included only 
net prices (instead of suggested 
retail) for each set offered. Retail 

prices were again included for 
items offered for separate sale. 

There were at least two 
known Lionel price lists for 
1969. The prices for cataloged 

Outfit no. 11740 was one of 
four five-car freight trains  
cataloged by Lionel for its 
O-27 line of 1969. The colorful 
set belies the widespread 
view that Lionel had little to 
offer at the end of the era.

The consumer catalog showed a 2-8-4 Berkshire steam 
engine and a Fairbanks-Morse Train Master diesel on the 
front cover. Too bad neither of those stalwarts of the post-
war period was cataloged by Lionel for that last year.



Outfit no. 11730 featured a new NW2 diesel switcher and a match-
ing Union Pacific caboose. Lionel needed to produce sizable quan-
tities of those and other new items during 1969. The notion the 
firm relied on unsold inventory to fill orders makes no sense.

Executives at Lionel sought to dispose of 
leftover inventory during the production 
year. They worked out a deal with the Toy 
Train Operating Society to letter several 
hundred of old Southern Pacific-type 
cabooses for the association to distribute 
during its annual convention.
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sets found in the second price list were 
approximately 11 percent higher than 
those in the first. 

We’ll use the second list, where sets 
ranged in net price from $13.90 to $37.80. 
It failed to include O-27 passenger sets, 
which Lionel had discontinued after 1966.

Last O gauge hurrah 
By the end of 1968, leaders at Lionel 

had already made plans to manufacture, 
assemble, package, and market as fine a 
line of toy trains as possible for 1969. They 
chose to focus on O-27 sets, refusing to 
make any O gauge outfits. Instead, Lionel 
hoped to entice modelers in that niche 
with a handful of separate-sale goodies.

That marketing strategy probably made 
sense from Lionel’s perspective. After all, 
the production and sales of O gauge out-
fits the previous few years had been low 
and not as profitable as before. Still, like 
any other manufacturer, Lionel was aware 
of other parts of the market and so made a 
final attempt to increase sales and profits.

The gems for O gaugers were the five 
no. 6464-series near-scale boxcars Lionel 
had brought back “by popular demand.” 
Production supervisors at the company 
were going to improve that rolling stock by 
fitting the boxcars with die-cast metal 
trucks rather than the plastic AAR exam-
ples the company had introduced in 1957.

With a suggested retail price of $9 each, 
the nos. 6464-75 Rock Island, 6464-200 

Pennsylvania RR, 6464-400 Baltimore & 
Ohio Time Saver, 6464-425 New Haven, 
and 6464-500 Timken provided O gauge 
enthusiasts with something to cheer about.

Some consumers in 1969 and later were 
confused to discover Lionel had stamped 
the black-painted New Haven with the 
number “6464-725.” It had reserved the 
number “6464-725” for the orange-
painted New Haven boxcar that debuted 
in 1962 and continued through 1968.

More notable models
Sensing O gaugers wanted more, Lionel 

cataloged the no. 6560-25 Bucyrus-Erie 
crane car for $9 and the no. 6822 night 
crew searchlight car for $8. It revived the 
no. 6415 Sunoco three-dome tank car after 
an absence of two years at $9. The nos. 
6315 single-dome chemical tank car and 
6361 timber transport car each went for $7 
each. Even though the consumer catalog 
pictured the 6315 with Lionel Lines mark-
ings and circle-L herald, the chemical cars 
released in 1969 came with a Gulf logo.

Everyone must have been glad to see a 
motorized unit in the 8-page catalog. Lio-
nel had priced its remaining and unsold 
inventory of no. 54 ballast tampers at $15.

Also in the mix was a no. 3362/3364 
operating unloading car priced at $7. To 
clarify any confusion, when the basic 
model came with three helium tanks, it 
was designated a 3362. But when it came 
with three brown-stained logs, it was 
referred to as a 3364.

The idea of taking one operating model 
and giving it two separate identities, based 
on whatever load it carried, was Lenny 
Dean’s. Another clever way to use up the 
old stocks of wood logs and tanks. 

Two other models came back, although 
they probably had outlived their useful-
ness when it came to sales. The no. 3376-
150 operating giraffe car (priced at $8) and 
the no. 6473-60 rodeo car (priced at $7) 
returned to the line after a few years off. 

Decision makers at Lionel likely aimed 
the two novelty-type cars at youngsters, 
who would view them as add-ons to the 
O-27 outfits being sold. Production of the 
3376 and 6473 was probably kept to a 
minimum, with fewer than 1,000 made of 
each. Both cars ended up packaged in the 
new checkerboard type of box Lionel had 
introduced in 1968.



www.ClassicToyTrains.com    35

Low-end freight cars
A few other O-27 cars were targeted to 

the low end of the market. We’re referring 
to the nos. 6014-85 orange and 6014-410 
white Frisco boxcars ($6 each) and 6062-
50 black New York Central gondola with 
two unmarked red-plastic cannisters ($4).

There also were the nos. 6476-135 yel-
low and 6476-160 black Lehigh Valley 
hopper cars ($4 each). The 1969 consumer 
catalog added to the confusion regarding 

the yellow LV hopper by referring to the 
separate-sale version as the no. 6476-185, 
though the car actually came boxed as the 
aforementioned 6476-135.

Looks like a Scout set
Nice as the cars were, Lionel earned the 

most money by selling boxed sets. The few 
outfits assembled during the final year of 
postwar production deserve attention.

Lionel, as it had done ever since 1946, 
kicked off its cataloged O-27 line with an 
inexpensive starter set. That marketing 

trend and clever pricing strategy had con-
tinued at Lionel through the 1950s and 
into the 1960s. With the growing popular-
ity of promotional sets, Lionel had been 
given the ammunition needed to gain a 
foothold in as many households as possi-
ble, to make a realistic profit, and to satisfy 
the firm’s many shareholders.

The no. 11710 was a three-car set with 
a net price to dealers of $13.90. Although 
short-sighted by today’s standards, this set 
featured as its motive power a no. 1061 
steamer with forward-motion only. It had 
first appeared in 1963 with an 0-4-0 wheel 

arrangement in 
advance catalog 
set no. 11415. 
Now the 1061-75 
was a 2-4-2 with 
a 1061T-50 Lio-
nel Lines slope-
back tender.

Set 11710 included the nos. 6402-50 
flatcar with two orange-plastic cable reels 
and 6142-100 Lionel green-plastic gondola 
with two unmarked red-plastic canisters. 
Last rode the no. 6059-50 Minneapolis & 
St. Louis red-plastic Southern-Pacific-type 
caboose. It came with both an operating 
and a non-operating knuckle coupler.

The 1061 in that set could be the scarce 
version with a paper label attached below 
the cab window. A 1061T-25 unmarked 
black-plastic slope-back tender was substi-
tuted possibly to deplete inventory.

Diesel power – O-27 style
Models of diesel locomotives had dis-

tinguished the line since the first F3s in 
1948. Three more made guest appearances 
in 1969. Too bad they weren’t as glamor-
ous or powerful looking as earlier ones.

 The no. 2024 Chesapeake & Ohio Alco 
came painted blue and pulled four cars in 
set no. 11720. With a net price of $18.60, it 
had play value, thanks to its nos. 6142-100 
Lionel green-plastic gondola with two 
unmarked red-plastic canisters, 6402-50 
gray-plastic flatcar with two cable reels, 
and 6176-75 yellow Lehigh Valley hopper.

The outfit finished with a no. 6057-25 
unpainted brown-plastic Southern Pacific-
type caboose. However, supervisors at Lio-
nel apparently took some liberties when 
assembling and packaging cabooses for 
1969. As a consequence, a 6059-50 Minne-
apolis & St. Louis maroon-plastic SP-type 
caboose was often substituted in sets.

Five-car beauties
The first five-car freight for 1969 was 

outfit no. 11730 (it had a $20.80 net price). 
Leading it was the new no. 645 NW2 die-
sel switcher decorated for the Union 
Pacific. The 645 derived from the no. 635 
UP NW2 switcher introduced in 1965.

The rolling stock would have made any 
young railroader smile. Start with the new 
no. 6402-25 flatcar with boat. A reissue of 
the no. 6801 flatcar with boat (cataloged 
from 1957 through ’60), it featured a new 
boat in a different shade of blue.

The other cars included the reissued 
6014-75 orange Frisco boxcar, 6142-100 

       Although executives knew General 
Mills would soon be in charge of pro-
duction, they never quit trying. 
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Lionel green-plastic gondola with two 
unmarked red-plastic canisters, and 6176-
50 black Lehigh Valley hopper. At the end 
came a no. 6167-75 Union Pacific mus-
tard-plastic SP-type caboose (uncataloged 
from 1963 through 1965).

The final O-27 diesel set of the postwar 
era recalled the great Alco A-A duos from 
the 1950s. The new no. 2041 Rock Island 
diesels were attractive enough to run on 
any O gauge layout. They led a five-car 
freight, the no. 11740 (net price of $23.40).

The outfit had as its rolling stock a few 
familiar faces. We’re referring to the nos. 
6014-325 white Frisco boxcar, 6142-100 
Lionel green-plastic gondola with two 
unmarked red-plastic canisters, 6315-25 
Gulf single-dome chemical tank car, and 
6476-75 black Lehigh Valley hopper.

The final component of set 11740 was 
the no. 6059-50 Minneapolis & St. Louis 
maroon-plastic Southern Pacific-type 
caboose. That model lacked its own com-
ponent box, yet apparently carried the 
same product number and suffix as the 
red-plastic variation of the 6059-50 
M&StL caboose.

When boxed, the maroon-plastic SP-
type caboose came numbered “6057” on 
the box. At the same time, evidently, the 
red-plastic version of the M&StL SP-type 
caboose was assigned 6059-60.

Last of the postwar steamers
Lionel had opened the postwar period 

with a steam locomotive and tender (the 
no. 224 packed in outfit no. 463W cata-
loged in 1945). Fittingly, therefore, it 
closed the era with an excellent steamer 
and tender combination at the head of two 
O-27 outfits in 1969. Both the nos. 11750 
and 11760 used a no. 2029 engine to pull 
the five cars used in each.

Outfit 11750, which had a net price of 
$28.60, paired its 2029 steam engine with a 
no. 234T-25 non-whistle tender with 
Pennsylvania RR markings. Behind rode 
the 6014-75 orange Frisco boxcar, 6315-25 
Gulf single-dome chemical tank car, 6473-
25 rodeo car (no. 6473-60 when boxed), 
and 6476-75 black Lehigh Valley hopper. 
The no. 6130-25 Santa Fe work caboose 
had an unpainted gray-plastic tool tray 
and a red-plastic cab with a white herald.

By the way, collectors should be aware 
the Gulf chemical tank car was usually 
missing the rubber-stamped built date that 
was part of the design for the scarcer ver-
sion of the car included in set 11740. Any-
thing was possible at Lionel during the last 
days of postwar production!

Top of the line
Costing a few dollars more at $37.80 

net, outfit 11760 offered a lot more for 
anyone acquiring it. Lionel had substituted 
a no. 234W-25 Lionel Lines whistle tender 
for a 234T-25 as well as a 3376 operating 
giraffe car in place of the rodeo car. Best of 
all, a more powerful no. 1044 90-watt 
transformer now replaced the no. 1025 
45-watt transformer.

Be aware that the outfit generally came 
with the common version of the giraffe car 
with white heat-stamped lettering. But 
occasionally the scarce variation of that 
neat operating model with yellow heat-
stamped lettering appeared.

The scarce variation of the no. 3376 oper-
ating giraffe car with yellow heat-
stamped lettering, associated strictly 
with 1969 production, offered proof 
Lionel manufactured trains that year.
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The other cars in the 11760 were a 
6014-325 white Frisco boxcar, 6315-25 
Gulf single-dome chemical tank car, and 
6476-75 black Lehigh Valley hopper.

According to the catalog, the outfit fin-
ished with a no. 6119 work caboose with 
an unpainted gray-plastic tool tray and an 
unpainted red-plastic cab with a Santa Fe 
herald. However, some examples of the 
11760 came with the 6130-25 Santa Fe 
work caboose with red parts.

Why would different sets have different 
work cabooses? Evidently, Lionel had 
inventory to get rid of as fast as possible. 
Therefore, either caboose could be packed.

Promotional sets for 1969
In spite of the problems and other 

issues facing Lionel at this critical point in 
its history, sales executives managed to 
assemble additional sets. Three promo-
tional, or uncataloged, outfits are known 
or are reported to exist from 1969.

 Those three sets – the nos. 10613SF, 
10653SF, and 10663SF – are difficult to 
find these days, most likely because Lionel 
almost certainly packaged them in small 
quantities. After all, the principal inten-
tion for the firm in creating them was to 
reduce existing inventory while boosting 
sales and profits. 

Promotional outfits associated with 
1969 included current-production items 
as well as earlier ones. Examples included 
the 1061 steam engine as well as common 
cars, such as the 6402 flatcar with two 
cable reels, 6042 gondola with various 
loads, and 6167 Lionel Lines Southern 
Pacific-type caboose. All were assembled 
and packaged then.

Getting more specific, Lionel had a few 
of the no. 1065 Union Pacific Alco A units 

left (shown in the advance catalog for 
1961). It used them as the motive power 
for set 10653SF. Also in that promotional 
outfit were leftover green-plastic cable 
reels. Plainly, Lionel was doing everything 
it could to deplete leftover inventory and 
simply clean house then.

Models for TTOS
Lionel executives made yet another 

attempt to bring in money while reducing 
inventory at the company. They con-
tracted with the Toy Train Operating Soci-
ety (TTOS) to provide that group with 
specially marked cabooses and a hopper 
car to be offered to attendees at its fourth 
annual national convention (held in Los 
Angeles) as souvenirs.

By collaborating with TTOS, Lionel 
assembled or produced 558 Southern 
Pacific-type cabooses as well as 493 open 
hoppers. The latter models were heat-
stamped “6476-1.”

The quantities of the items for TTOS 
enable us to gain perspective on how 
much leftover inventory Lionel had at the 
time. That information, in turn, lets us 
hypothesize that many more units of new 
inventory were necessary to fill projected 
orders for 1969.

Final thoughts
With this article, we have completed 

our extensive and in-depth investigation 
of Lionel for every year of the 1960s, the 
last years of what’s known as the postwar 
era. We have focused on the cataloged and 
promotional outfits to show how execu-
tives at the company responded to a 
declining market, often with ingenuity, 
determination, and optimism. This was 
true right through 1969, when Lionel was 

The roster of O gauge rolling stock 
offered for separate sale in 1969 
was impressive. Highlights of the 
cataloged line included (left to 
right) the nos. 6361 timber trans-
port car (with gold-colored chains 
rather than the customary black-
ened ones), 6560-25 operating 
crane car, and 3362/3364 operat-
ing unloading car (pictured here 
with the load of helium tanks).

more successful and more productive than 
often said.

Too bad Ronald Saypol, who held the 
positions of president and chief executive 
officer of the Lionel Corp. at the end of the 
era, could not have viewed the firm and 
the hobby from our perspective. He might 
have taken different actions and expressed 
greater confidence in the electric trains 
that had been Lionel’s bread and butter 
since its start.

Saypol evidently believed interest in toy 
trains was in an irreversible tailspin. He 
sought to find another business to take 
over production and marketing while he 
promoted the diverse subsidiaries owned 
by Lionel as the hope of the future. He said 
as much to Lionel shareholders in various 
communications sent out between 1968 
and 1970.

Yet if circumstances were as dire as Say-
pol assumed, why would management at 
General Mills have moved forward with an 
agreement to license the rights to produce 
and sell Lionel trains? They must have rec-
ognized the ongoing strength of the mar-
ket among families. Perhaps they even saw 
the growing passion among adults to col-
lect older trains.

Of course, from our vantage point we 
can do nothing more than speculate about 
the decision-making processes at both 
Lionel and General Mills at this critical 
moment. Of more immediate value is 
acknowledging the achievements made by 
sales executives and production supervi-
sors at Lionel right until the end. They 
carried on the proud heritage always asso-
ciated with the business. 

Thanks to John Schmid of Project Roar 
Publishing, Bob Osterhoff, Ray Fetzner, and 
Vladimir Dragan. Special thanks to the late 
Lenny Dean, who kept the fire burning at 
Lionel. Look for more insights into Lionel 
for 1969 in future publications from CTT.
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By Roger Carp  •  Photos by Mark Boyce

MARK BOYCE PROVIDES  
ALL THE INSPIRATION AND 
INSIGHTS YOU’LL NEED

“Anybody can have a great-looking and 
enjoyable layout at Christmas,” Mark said. 
“You can do it at minimal cost in minimal 
time and with basic tools that most people 
already have.” No one, he says, has any 
reason to skip the pleasures of building a 
toy train display, especially when family 
and friends plan to visit at the holiday sea-
son and can share in running the trains.

Of course, it’s one thing to assert about 
what others should do and something very 
different to give them the information and 
inspiration to carry out the project. Luck-
ily, Mark is one guy who can back up his 
claims. For in a short time he has built an 
entertaining and attractive compact three-
rail layout while spending little money!

Enterprising fellow
Mark stands out in the O gauge hobby 

as one of those enterprising fellows who 
manages to get the most out of his trains. 
His roster isn’t immense, and the trains 
hardly tap into the upper reaches of what 
Lionel and MTH keep putting out.

Yet what Mark does own means a great 
deal to him. He carefully studies what is 
available on the market before making 
prudent purchases. In time, he will put his 
locomotives through many hours of oper-
ation until he trusts that they can handle 
all his demands. Sitting on a shelf just 
gathering dust – that is not the life of a 
brand-new locomotive or accessory join-
ing the Boyce household!

The attitude about choosing your trains 
with foresight and then making sure to get 
the most use out of them has influenced 
Mark right from the time he acquired his 
first model train at the age of 12. He 
emphasized that no one, not his parents or 
grandparents or even Santa Claus, pre-
sented him with a wrapped gift.

“I wanted an electric train as much as 
any kid growing up in the 1960s,” Mark 
recollects, “but Dad didn’t see it as a prior-
ity. He said it was too expensive.”

Mark understood it was his responsi-
bility to save up money to buy what he 
dreamed of. Which is what he did. When 
he was 12 he felt free to spend his hard-
earned cash on an HO scale set by Tyco.

CHRISTMAS 
LAYOUT

The ideal

O 
gauge modeler Mark Boyce is a patient and for-
giving gentleman. He is able to abide just about 
anything. But when it comes to folks spewing 
excuses about why they just have never built a 
layout, well, he’ll have no tolerance for any ratio-

nale. A layout at Christmas is absolutely essential to him.
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The right attitude
The determined lad built a simple lay-

out in the basement of his family’s home. 
He saved money to bring home a sheet of 
plywood. Mark had been reading Model 
Railroader, so he had ideas about develop-
ing the layout beyond an oval of track on 
the 4 x 8-foot surface. Before long, he was 
finishing an over-and-under plan.

Encouraged if not directly assisted by 
his father, Mark didn’t hesitate to experi-
ment with wiring the layout and then 
making scenery and adding structures. 
You see, his father had instilled in Mark 
the “always give it a try” attitude and many 
of the carpentry and electric skills so fun-
damental to model railroading.

When it came time for scenery, Mark 
knew how to proceed. Not by spending all 
his dollars. He understood the benefits of 
scrounging for materials (twigs, brush, 
and dirt) and opting for inexpensive kits.

Even before starting high school, then, 
Mark had formed a philosophy about the 
model railroading hobby that would stand 
him in good stead for decades after. Read-
ing whatever he could in order to keep 
learning about the hobby and always dar-
ing to make a full-fledged attempt all but 
ensured success for Mark.

Relying on inexpensive materials and 
common items would keep things inter-
esting and safe. Mark didn’t have to worry 
about wasting his resources if things didn’t 
turn out just right. He had only to relax, 
take a breath, and try again.

Time to celebrate
Christmas is special in the Boyce 

household for many reasons. Mark and his 
wife, Kim, look forward to decorating 
their home and inviting friends to join 
them for the festivities. As important, 

1 The North Pole Central set from Lionel drifts past the front of the 4 x 7-foot O gauge 
layout Mark Boyce designed and built during the most recent holiday season. He 
filled the two-level temporary display with cool porcelain structures.



40  Classic Toy Trains • December 2019

Upper Level

Lower Level

7'-0"

4'-0"

7'-0"

4'-0"

6

12 34

12 34

5

Amazing how much action and interest an experienced 
modeler such as Mark Boyce can pack into a two-level 
layout encompassing less than 30 square feet. The num-
bered arrows correspond to the numbers in each of the 
captioned photos he snapped for this exclusive article.

Illustration by Kellie Jaeger
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Christmas provides Mark with the perfect 
reason to develop a compact three-rail 
display to share with many visitors.

So even though Mark continues to 
refine his permanent O gauge layout, he 
puts everything aside in November and 
December to concentrate on what he 
knows will be a temporary addition. The 
shift in focus pleases him, because it 
allows him to use novel materials and 
approach work from a different angle.

Recently, Mark finished a 4 x 7-foot 
holiday railroad that stands 37 inches off 
the floor. Not particularly high, yet he 
admits the height would be even lower if 
small children inundated their home. The 
elevated area hits 44 inches.

Mark wanted a compact and portable 

layout. So, he said, “it rests atop a folding 
table. There are 2 x 4 pieces of wood every 
16 inches or so that extend beyond the 
edges of the table to add support.”

Mark placed a 2-inch-thick sheet of 
dense insulation foam on top. Doing so 
gave him a smooth and flat surface, almost 
like a tabletop, to be the foundation.

To enhance the display visually and 
make operation more enjoyable, Mark 
elected to put on a second tier. How to 
support it challenged his imagination – or 
it did until he stumbled across an enter-
prising and money-saving solution.

Mark had not long before added a new 
railing to his home’s front porch. Left over 
were several plastic uprights. The rectan-
gular parts could support the next level. 
Mark cut them to size with a miter saw 
and arranges them in an upside-down 
U-shaped formation to support a track 
bed of ¼-inch-thick Masonite.

Track and trains
Lionel FasTrack ended up being Mark’s 

choice for the curves and straights. It goes 
together like a charm and offers good-
looking plastic ties and roadbed. Maybe it 

2 LEFT The layout occupies 
a central spot in Kim and 
Mark’s home. Every 
Christmas, the husband-
and-wife team, joined by 
their dog, Annie, open their 
doors to friends.

3 BELOW Because Mark 
wanted his two-level layout 
to call to mind the displays 
Lionel built for clients dur-
ing the 1950s, he often runs 
postwar engines, including 
this no. 621 Jersey Central 
NW2 diesel switcher. It’s 
pulling some colorful K-Line 
cars on the upper level.

Name: Mark Boyce’s O gauge  
layout

Dimensions: 4 x 7 feet
Track: Lionel FasTrack (maximum 

diameter is 36 inches)
Motive power: Lionel, MTH
Rolling stock: Atlas O, K-Line, Lio-

nel, MTH, Weaver, Williams
Controls: Lionel type-ZW trans-

former
Structures: Department 56, Dick-

ens Collectibles, Lemax
Figures: Department 56, Dickens 

Collectibles, Lemax

AT A GLANCE
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doesn’t muffle the sound of the moving 
trains, but Mark hardly cares. The racket 
suggests a layout from the 1950s.

For the main level, Mark placed track 
on top of the insulation foam. Already in 
the foam he had put plastic wallboard 
anchors. Then it was a matter of securing 
the track to the anchors with screws. For 
the elevated area, Mark screwed every 
piece of track directly to the Masonite.

These techniques have worked well for 
the 28-square-foot layout. Mark adds that 
for his larger and permanent O gauge rail-
road he goes with more sophisticated 
methods and costlier materials.

The same distinctions come into play 
when considering the trains on Mark’s 
holiday display. The stars are LionChief 
Plus sets he runs with conventional con-
trol. Nearly all of them feature names and 

decorative elements related to children’s 
literature (Harry Potter and The Polar 
Express) and Christmas.

The colorful, whimsical, and nostalgic 
trains differ remarkably from the proto-
typical look of the locomotives and cars 
dominating Mark’s permanent railroad. 
There, he relies on the Digital Command 
System marketed by MTH.

What pleases Mark most about the sets 
is how easy it is to get them running. Not 
that he tries to take them out of their 
boxes, pop everything on the track, and 
couple them blind-
folded. But he insists 
little kids can do it!

“Look,” Mark says, 
“the point of my layout 
is to bring to life great 
memories of Christmas 

displays from long ago. The Lionel North 
Pole Central train set does that very well, 
particularly when I’m running it with a 
postwar ZW transformer.”

Grandma helped, too
Important as it was to select trains that 

operated smoothly and nurtured warm 
sentiments about the holidays, Mark and 
Kim state the key to the layout’s success is 
its appearance. It had to look like some-
thing a store would have built at Christ-
mas if it was going to weave its magic.

“Look,” Mark says, “the point of my  
layout is to bring to life great memories 
of Christmas displays from long ago.”

4 The different Polar Express outfits Lionel has introduced over the past decade find homes on holiday layouts of every size and 
level of complexity. Mark is letting the 2-8-4 Berkshire steam engine and tender fly a few days before Christmas of 2018.
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Husband and wife shared visions until 
they knew what the layout was going to 
look like. Mark made the mountains from 
cardboard and Styrofoam. He colored 
them with a white exterior latex paint left 
from a previous task.

Before the second and final coat of 
paint had fully dried, Mark was sprinkling 
on a commercial type of snow to obtain 
what he described as a “flocked effect.” 
Then came a “snow blanket” once sold by 
Harrison Trains he carefully draped over 
the mountain. Last, fell another blizzard of 
fake snow.

Thoughtful placement of porcelain 
structures completed work on the many 
different scenes. For the assortment of 
Department 56 and Lemax buildings, Kim 
can thank her deceased grandmother. She 
inherited the large collection begun by 
Grandma; now, Kim brings home similar 
treasures she finds at local thrift shops.

Frankly, Mark says, “Kim and I own 
enough of the porcelain structures, details, 
and figures to fill as many as three layouts. 
We just have to remember to change the 
themes of our temporary model railroads 
and not repeat anything.”

You can do it!
Gazing around the layout reminds 

Mark of the many people who influenced 
his love of the hobby. Besides his wife, 
who encourages him to design a new 
Christmas display every year, he thinks of 
folks who have given him the structures.

Mark thinks of his good friend Brian 
Oliphant, who suggested the mountain at 
the rear of the room include buildings on 
varying levels. The sight recalls towns on 
hillsides in West Virginia and Pennsylva-
nia where Mark has lived. To show his 
gratitude, he named it Mount Brian.

Best of all for Mark is knowing he met 
his goals without spending much or dis-
rupting his life. He believes anyone can 
achieve what you’re admiring here. And 
he hopes to inspire readers to get out of 
their armchairs, sketch a track plan, and 
then create their own holiday display. 

5 ABOVE Lionel 
FasTrack secured 
to sections of 
Masonite handles 
the trains and trol-
leys run on the 
elevated level. 
Trees, details, and 
figures surround 
the busy main line.

6 LEFT This MTH 
Western Maryland 
Alco RSD-5 is a 
favorite of Mark’s.
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“IT WAS SCARY. 
IT WAS FUN. IT 
WAS A BLAST!”

By Howard Johnson
Former Lionel engineer 
Dan Johns recalls the early 
days of the modern era

A highlight of Dan Johns’ long and productive career at Model Products Corp. 
during the years it manufactured and marketed Lionel trains and accessories 
was getting to know and work alongside the late country music singer and O 
gauge enthusiast Johnny Cash. 

A few years ago, while 
golfing in South Carolina, I 
was introduced to Dan 
Johns, who had worked in 
various positions at Model 
Products Corp., both before 
and after it began making 
Lionel trains in 1970.

The two of us became friends and Dan 
shared stories about his years involved 
with Lionel trains. His experiences cov-
ered three chapters in the history of the 
premier American manufacturer of toy 
trains, ranging from the demise of the old 
corporation, the shift to having General 
Mills lease the rights to make and market 
trains, and then the acquisition of the 
assets by Richard Kughn (who later con-
solidated the properties as Lionel LLC).

Dan’s background
Dan was born in the middle 1940s in 

Mount Clemens, Mich. He received his 

first Lionel train set in 1949 or ’50. Upon 
graduating from high school, Dan served 
in the U.S. Air Force for four years. He 
then returned to Michigan and acquired a 
position with Michigan Bell Telephone.

While attending a class on transistor 
theory, he pointed out that one of the 
instructors had made a mistake on the 
use of a particular transistor. Dan’s special 

training in the Air Force enabled him to 
spot the error. Unfortunately, Dan was 
reprimanded by his supervisor for bring-
ing up the mistake. Told he would be 
fired if he did so again, Dan beat them to 
the punch and immediately quit.

Fate stepped in, however, and guided 
Dan in a better direction. A few days 
later, Dan was driving by Model Products 
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Corp. (MPC), a maker of miniature 
plastic cars used for displays in car 
dealer showrooms as well as plastic 
kits marketed to model builders.

On a whim, Dan pulled into the 
parking lot and applied for a job. 
George Toteff, the founder of MPC, 
interviewed him. Impressed by Dan’s 
high school drafting designs and 
experience in the Air Force, Toteff 
hired him to work in the engineer-
ing department. Dan started at the 
lofty wage of $1.25 per hour.

The Lionel journey begins
General Mills, a conglomerate involved 

in consumer goods, was expanding into 
the toy field in the late 1960s. Based in 
Minneapolis, Minn., it first acquired MPC 
and eventually organized the model maker 
into its Fundimensions group.

As production of miniature plastic cars 
started to ebb, Dan began to devote more 
of his time to the planned acquisition by 
General Mills of the Lionel Corp. Once he 
was promoted to chief engineer (“I could 
fix things,” Dan explains), his focus 
became the operations Lionel had main-
tained at facilities in Hillside, N.J., and 
Hagerstown, Md. Specifically, he was 
involved with consolidating them with 
MPC in Mount Clemens.

About that time, Dan met Lenny Dean, 
who had been working at Lionel since the 
1940s. Lenny had risen to the position of 
supervisor of the Service Department and 
proved himself invaluable to the company 
in many ways. Dan remembered Lenny 
fondly and learned much from him.

Dan took over managing the Customer 
Service Department, a change that meant 
Lenny and his staff reported to Dan. They 
were not excited about moving to Michi-
gan from New Jersey, where repairs con-
tinued to be made. Lenny never did move.

However, the inventory of parts was 
transported to Mount Clemens. Dan 
recalls a couple of the “old timers” travel-
ing to Michigan to train employees how to 
use the parts to make repairs. The two 
individuals, Dan laughs, were “absolutely 
genuine characters!”

The line of Lionel trains released in 
the early 1970s by Model Products 
Corp. continued to grow. Items 
derived from postwar designs 
shared space on the three-rail 
track with brand-new ones.

Dan and his wife, 
Charlotte, enjoy remi-
niscing about his ful-
filling career at Model 
Products Corp. and 
General Mills. She also 
worked there, 
involved with sales.

Producing Lionel trains
Dan spent a lot of time trying to perfect 

the processes involved with producing the 
trains. With the plastic bodies manufac-
tured for pieces of rolling stock, he empha-
sized streamlining the process and reduc-
ing the amount of shrinkage and waste 
caused by applying paint to the shells.

The needlepoint axle was perhaps the 
most important innovation associated 
with the early years of General Mills pro-
duction. That improvement increased the 
number of cars a locomotive could pull 
compared to postwar predecessors.

Dan wasn’t involved with the develop-
ment of the needlepoint axle. Still, he was 
concerned the metal axle might cause 
long-term problems fitting into a plastic 
truck. Fortunately, what could have been a 
serious issue never materialized.

Another change Dan remembered 
involved the production of die-cast metal 
steam locomotives. 
Supervisors modified the 
process to include apply-
ing a powder paint coat-
ing to the shells before 
they were baked in 
ovens. Adding that coat-
ing, Dan noted, resulted 
in a nearly “bulletproof ” 
finished product com-
pared to all predecessors.

From engineering 
to marketing

After a few years as 
chief engineer for the 
manufacture of Lionel 

trains, Dan was promoted to a leadership 
position in the Marketing Department. 
His engineering background and his draft-
ing skills served him well and he soon was 
named the director of marketing. Despite 
the long hours and many demanding 
tasks, he was attending night school and 
graduated from Northwood University 
and Central Michigan University.

As marketing director, Dan spent a lot 
of his time formulating the contents of the 
annual Lionel catalogs. Here again, his 
drafting training and experiences all the 
way back to high school proved advanta-
geous for him and the company. Of 
course, the years in engineering left him 
thoroughly knowledgeable about the prod-
uct line as well as what might realistically 
be manufactured in the future and so be 
added to the Lionel offerings.

Memories of Toy 
Fair and York

As director of mar-
keting, Dan made sure 
to attend the Interna-
tional Toy Fair, which 
was held in New York 
City early each year. 
During one such event, 
he made his first visit to 
Madison Hardware Co., 
the renowned retail out-
let for Lionel trains. In 
the cramped store, he 
met Lou Shur, who 
owned and managed 
Madison with his 
brother, Carl Shaw.
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Dan also attended a number of 
other toy shows around the country 
during his Lionel career. In the mid- 
1970s, the Power Passers model car 
racing sets were part of the Fundi-
mensions line. Dan remembered 
one of those events, not for the 
show itself, but for the celebrities 
he encountered. He shared a lim-
ousine with Arte Johnson (from 
Rowan & Martin’s Laugh In televi-
sion program) and movie stars 
Lillian Gish and Ruth Roman.

As the limo passed the Soviet embassy 
with a huge guard in front, Arte opened 
the sunroof and stood up. He yelled at the 
guard in a fake Russian accent. Everyone 
burst into laughter as the Russian tried to 
figure out what Arte was saying.

Dan attended several of the meets put 
on by the Eastern Division of the Train 
Collectors Association in York, Pa. He 
remembered being asked very specific 
questions. One collector wanted to know 
why MPC had made one boxcar “with 17 
rivets and another with 11 rivets.” Dan was 
stunned, as he was primarily interested in 

learning from the TCA members there 
what new locomotives and cars they 
wanted MPC to make.

Working with Johnny Cash
In the early 1970s, Lionel used radio 

and TV commercials featuring country 
music star Johnny Cash to market trains 
to dads and children. Dan, in his market-
ing role, was there for many shoots and 
got to know Johnny Cash and his family.

Dan remembered Johnny rolling up to 
a railroad track near Nashville they had 
reserved for the day. Up came Johnny, 
bouncing through a field in his oversized 

Innovations kept on upgrading the 
Lionel cataloged roster in the 1980s. 
For 1982, the line included novel 
sets that came with a train, assorted 
ancillary items, structures, and even 
a colorful play mat.

  On a whim, Dan decided to pull into 
the parking lot at MPC and applied for 
a job. He was quickly hired. He started 
at the lofty wage of $1.25 per hour.

Cadillac convertible ready to 
work. The commercial called for him to 
stand on the front of an engine, with syn-
thetic smoke being made from canisters 
on a flatcar in front of it.

Johnny had to be strapped to the loco-
motive while making the commercial, 
with the smoke surrounding him. Some-
time during the filming, the smoke canis-
ters, not far from him, ignited! The crew 
raced to untie Johnny from the locomotive 
and get him out of there. That sure ended 
the day’s commercial-making activities!

Other memories Dan had while work-
ing with Cash involved getting an all-eve-

ning tour of Nashville 
bars by June Carter 
Cash and one of her 
girlfriends. The next 
day was a bit tough 
on productivity!

Another day, 
while waiting for 
Johnny to arrive, Dan 
got to play guitar in a 

state-of-the-art recording studio. That was 
a special experience, because he had 
played guitar in several bands before giv-
ing it up to “make some real money.”

An unforgettable dealer in Ohio
Dan distinctly remembered the many 

interactions he had with Glen Uhl, the 
well-known owner of a hobby shop in 
Ohio. Glen, whose store carried Lionel 
electric trains had gained a reputation for 
being forthright about what he thought 
Lionel should be adding to its line. He 
never hesitated to express his opinions 
and wishes directly to Dan.

Dan met Glen at a TCA 
meet in York. From the get-go he realized 
many of Uhl’s requests could not be prac-
tically manufactured or otherwise accom-
modated. So, it fell to Dan to answer hon-
estly and tell Glen it wasn’t possible.

Additionally, Uhl and a few other 
advocates often attended the annual meet-
ing of General Mills shareholders. They 
would ask questions and provide thoughts 
about what Fundimensions should be 
making and offering in the next line.

The board of directors did not appreci-
ate the input. Dan’s job one year was to 
make certain Uhl never got to the micro-
phone to express his views. It was a chal-
lenge Dan somehow accomplished. 

Moving on
General Mills eventually sold the rights 

to manufacture Lionel trains to the late 
Richard Kughn. The change meant Dan’s 
career in the toy train industry was over.

In 1988, George Toteff contacted Dan 
regarding his latest venture, Craft House. 
Toteff had launched the hobby and crafts 
business, whose products included paint-
by-number kits. He offered Dan a position 
at the firm, headquartered in Ohio.

Dan responded enthusiastically and 
resigned from Lionel. He later served as 
president of Craft House, where he stayed 
for nine years before buying a business 
that manufactured molded foam football 
pads for sporting goods companies. He 
was there for 17 years before retiring.

Dan summed up his career in this way: 
“It was scary. It was fun. It was a blast! My 
life has been incredibly sweet!” 
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GROWING UP 
           WITH TRAINSStory and photos by Neal A. Schorr

MAKING FAMILY MEMORIES WHILE 
BUILDING A LAYOUT
 

Like so many people in the hobby, my 
involvement began with the gift of a Lio-
nel train set. Mine was given as a Hanuk-
kah gift in 1960. My father purchased a 
basic O-27 starter set. Outfit no. 1627S 
consisted of a diminutive 2-4-2 steam 
engine and tender, a gondola with orange 
cable reels, and a red flatcar carrying an 
HO scale arch bridge. A Tuscan red Lionel 
Lines caboose brought up the rear. 

My set came not from a retailer, but 
from J.A. Williams, a local distributor in 
my home town of Pittsburgh. I 
have no idea what else J.A. 
Williams distributed, but I do 
know that my mother’s first 
cousin Saul worked for the 
firm and was the source of my 
set. Like so many kids in that 
era, I was hooked for life. 

Steven joins in
I constructed quite a few 

Lionel layouts before switching 
to HO scale trains for a time. 
But the steady evolution of O 
gauge trains into near-scale 
models over the past 25 years 
drew me back. 

In 1997, I began work on a 
three-rail layout featuring real-

istic scale-sized engines and rolling stock. 
Less than two years later, my son Ste-

ven came into this world. Little did I know 
how important  he would become to the 
construction of the layout. 

Around the time Steven was two years 
old, I was in the process of lying flat on my 
back underneath the layout installing 
switch machines while he stood by to 
hand me no. 4 sheet-metal screws used to 
fasten the machines. This is my first mem-
ory of him helping with the layout.

As work progressed, Steven and I 
began to construct scenery. One of the 
final stages of our scenery construction 
was to ballast the track. If you have fol-
lowed my progress in the pages of CTT, 
you are aware that my layout is quite large. 
With as many as four tracks representing 
the great “Standard Railroad of the 
World,” there is a lot of track to ballast!

Starting around the age of four, and for 
many years thereafter, Steven helped out 
as chief ballaster, laying down ballast, 
spreading it with a chip brush, and gluing 
it down with diluted white glue. Once the 
glue dried, he used a toothpick to pick 
errant granules of ballast off the sides of 
the rails and tops of the ties. 

A three-person show
Four years after Steven came into the 

world, he had a little sister by the name of 
Caroline. She did not want to 
be left out of the action. By age 
three, she too became a mem-
ber of the ballasting crew 
working alongside Steven.

I weather all of my track, 
generally by means of an air-
brush. Now if there’s one thing 
I really dislike, it’s an airbrush. 
My yard is eight tracks deep, 

For many readers, memories 
of electric trains are linked to 
family involvement. Neal 
Schorr and his son, Steven, 
built a large model of the 
Pennsylvania RR’s Middle 
Division with the assistance 
of daughter Caroline.

OVER THE YEARS, I have written a number of articles 
for Classic Toy Trains describing the progress on my three-
rail layout depicting the Middle Division of the Pennsylvania 
RR. Most have included mention of my children, Steven and 
Caroline, and their involvement with the layout. 
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and each track is more than 30 feet long. I 
didn’t relish the thought of airbrushing all 
that track, especially when the rear tracks 
are usually hidden from view by trains on 
the front few tracks.

With that in mind, I airbrushed the 
front three tracks, then asked the kids to 
help by hand-painting the rails of the rear 
five tracks. Now those tracks are a long 
reach even for an adult, and Steven and 
Caroline weren’t very big at that time. I 
just lifted them onto the layout and had 
them start painting! All that was needed 
was a piece of scrap plywood to protect 
the rails, and in no time the yard tracks 

were painted. After that, they cheerfully 
turned their attention to ballasting the 
yard as well!

An important milestone in construc-
tion of the layout came in 2004, with com-
pletion of the main line. On April 1st of 
that year, after almost seven years of con-
struction, Steven and I laid the final piece 

of mainline track. The two 
of us conducted a cere-
mony, complete with the 
ceremonial driving of the 
golden spike. 

Over the next few years, 
Steven developed excellent 
mechanical skills. He cre-
ated a number of battery-
powered vehicles fitted 
with Weaver metal wheel-
sets. His mechanized cre-
ations would travel down 
the tracks at high speed. 
He loved the experience, 
but I wasn’t always thrilled 
to find one of these in the 
path of a train I had pulled 
out of the yard!

Steven mastered com-
mand control and taught 
Caroline how to run Lio-
nel’s TrainMaster Com-
mand Control and MTH’s 
Digital Command System. 

I was surprised and 
thrilled when I returned home from work 
one day to find both of them running 
trains just for fun at their own initiative.

Over the next few years, Caroline’s 
interest in the trains waned as her interest 
in animals increased. But not all was lost. 
The two of us eventually joined the 
Greater Pittsburgh Aquarium Society. 
After becoming involved in the organiza-
tion, we gave a presentation about how the 
Shedd Aquarium in Chicago had trans-
ported fish by rail. Naturally, we men-
tioned the postwar Lionel no. 3435 aquar-
ium car and its modern-era iterations! 

As my daughter’s interest in trains 
faded, Steven’s 
increased. He began to 
paint structure kits, 
carve foam scenery, 
apply ground cover, 
and assemble Wood-
land Scenics tree kits.  

Having gained a 
mastery of scenery 
techniques, Steven 

began to show interest in diesel motive 
power and rolling stock. If anything was 
lagging on our layout, it was weathering 
locomotives and freight and passenger 
cars. Steven took note and, without 
prompting from me, weathered his first 
car, a Weaver 50-foot Railbox boxcar, 
using Bragdon’s weathering chalks.

With that car completed, Steven began 
weathering entire trains! He also created 
custom loads for a number of cars. 

Steven had received a digital camera at 
about the same time he was honing his 
modeling skills. Over the next few years, 
he took hundreds of model railroading 
images. One of his efforts earned Steven 
the Best Special Effects award in the pho-
tography contest at the 2016 National 
Model Railroad Association convention. 
He has also had a photograph published in 
the scale-oriented Kalmbach publication, 
Model Railroad Planning 2017. 

The involvement of my children made 
my hobby more special to me. Many of us 
have fond memories of growing up with 
trains and the involvement of our loved 
ones in our hobby. These are mine. 

   I was surprised and thrilled when I 
returned home from work one day to 
find both of them running trains just 
for fun at their own initiative.

With as many as four tracks representing 
the “Standard Railroad of the World,” the 
author’s Middle Division O gauge layout 
had plenty of tasks to keep his children 
Caroline and Steven busy.
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Story and photo by Anthony Murad

THIS SCARCE LOCOMOTIVE 
BONDED A FRIENDSHIP

One so-called friend
The story begins about 30 years ago, when my good 

friends Ed and Elena Powell asked me to store some 
household objects they had reclaimed from Ed’s family 
home, which was being sold. Among the items being 
salvaged were simple a 4 x 8-foot train table and a box 
containing old Lionel electric trains.

Ed had received the Lionel engine and heavyweight 
passenger cars as a 10-year-old in 1947. He had grown 
up in Roxbury, Conn., but thought his parents had 
bought the outfit in Waterbury, where his father worked. 

The toys that had meant so much to Ed now had little 
value to him. A few years earlier, he had given most of 
his old trains to a so-called friend, who knew a guy who 
knew a guy who said he could service and restore them.

Guess what? Neither the trains nor the “friend” were 
ever since again.

Sad to say that all Ed was left with amounted to a sin-
gle box of odd items.

Curious about the engine
I had started collecting Lionel trains and accessories 

from the postwar period a few years earlier as a great 
way of reliving my childhood memories. About a year 
after storing Ed’s stuff, I read a reference guide on post-
war trains. There, I learned a great deal about Lionel’s 
classic O gauge models of the Pennsylvania RR’s GG1 
electric, in particular, the first one (the no. 2332). The 
earliest examples came painted black.

The reading piqued my curiosity because I remem-
bered Ed had a GG1. I went to the barn where his box of 
trains was stored. To my amazement, the engine was 
indeed a 2332. Best of all, the model looked black, and 
the stripes were in excellent condition. All that was 
missing were a pantograph and a nose decal.

 I told Ed about the find, but neither of us had any 
idea about the value of the locomotive. A few years later, 
a black GG1 sold at auction for $25,000!

When I told Ed, he replied I must be a true friend, 

THE 

Friendship depends on trust and consideration. We all know this basic 
point, but sometimes we choose to forget it when objects we badly desire are involved. 
Let me share a story about an old train that deserves to be judged my greatest find. 
Good as it is, there was no way I would let it ruin a friendship.

LIONEL GG1  
IN BLACK  
 ON LOAN

MY GREATEST FIND
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because otherwise, he said, I might have offered to 
buy his trains for a few hundred dollars without 
telling him about the GG1’s value. Frankly, the 
thought had never crossed my mind!

Friendship preserved
Ever since that day, I have kept the 2332 in my 

display cabinet, with the understanding that it’s “on 
loan.” At the time, Ed and I joked that selling it 
would pay for his daughter Kristina’s college educa-
tion (she was only five at the time). 

Kristina graduated long ago and has moved on 
to a solid business career. The value of black GG1s 
has faded, as more came out of the woodwork.

Our friendship remains as strong as ever. Mean-
while, noises have been made that with Kristina and 
her husband having a baby boy, the old trains may 
finally have to go to her – and I’m fine with that.

Whether the GG1 remains with me or moves to 
a new home, I will always consider it my greatest 
find. I just hope Kristina doesn’t encourage her son 
to play with this scarce and stately locomotive. 

ABOVE This black-
painted example of 
the Lionel no. 2332 
Pennsylvania RR GG1 
electric from 1947 
ended up in a box of 
old toy trains the 
author was storing 
for a friend. Once he 
learned how valu-
able the engine was, 
he made certain to 
share the news.

LEFT  Black-painted 
GG1 electrics have 
been linked with 
Lionel outfit no. 
2124W from 1947. 
This likely was the 
set the author’s 
friend Ed Powell had 
received as a boy.



MEMORIES OF A LOVING DAD ANIMATE 
CRAIG O’CONNELL’S LAYOUT

A railroad filled wit

1 A New Haven Alco 
diesel creeps out of 
a tunnel, on its way 
to deliver a flatcar 
and a gondola to the 
local freight station 
on the left. A laborer 
awaits the train.



Spirit
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Tricky to define yet obvious when you 
encounter a layout with a spirit. Its look 
and purpose carry you to a different place. 

Think of the model railroads in Classic 
Toy Trains built to appeal mainly to kids 
or individuals with physical or emotional 
challenges. Or recall the layouts designed 
as tributes to the artisans responsible for 
the greatest displays from the past. They 
exude spirit and leave you feeling touched.

Craig O’Connell’s 12½ x 15-foot 
L-shaped S gauge display is a layout with 
real spirit. Every square foot reminds him 
of his late father, who worked at the A.C. 
Gilbert Co., where he introduced Craig to 
American Flyer. Viewers, now including 
CTT readers, learn about his dad and how 
he influenced the Flyer story.

Open to all
Craig doesn’t uses the word “spirit” 

when asked to describe the S gauge rail-
road he began building at home in 1991. 
Instead, he inserts into his conversation 
terms such as, “child-friendly,” “hi-rail,” 
“fun,” “nostalgic,” and “scale-like.” He 

takes pride in what he calls its “tolerance”: 
His sizable display incorporates some of 
the best features of American Flyer trains 
from the postwar era as well as what he 
considers finest about current models.

The expansive view Craig took when 
designing the layout imbues it with true 
spirit. Something about the grand project 
that has monopolized much of his energy 
and imagination for almost 30 years 
makes it inviting to everybody. 

Go to Craig’s admission he aimed to 
develop a model railroad capable of touch-
ing anyone who saw it. Isn’t this the open, 
easy-going attitude you’d 
expect from a gentleman 
who spent his career teach-
ing elementary school?

Concern for youngsters 
sheds light on a key element 
of the layout, one noticed 
the moment you walk into 
Craig’s train room. He has 
built the S gauge display 
fairly low to the ground. 
Specifically, the 7 x 7-foot 

extension stands a mere 38 inches above 
the floor. As a result, boys and girls can 
see everything.

Knowing how Craig discovered a love 
for toy trains as a child, he wished to 
introduce his hobby to kids. Making the 
main lines accessible to young visitors, 
including his students, was essential. So 
was enabling them to push the buttons 
necessary to animate the accessories.

No wonder kids love the layout and 
leave with an appreciation for the toy 
trains and other items cataloged long ago 
by the Gilbert Co. They have a lot of fun 
playing with Craig’s vintage pieces. Thus 
the layout creates a spirit of joy.

Reaching out to adults
 At the same time, Craig understood 

that adults, notably fellow hobbyists, 
would be observing the layout as well. He 
had in mind friends from two clubs: Con-
necticut S Gaugers and New Haven Soci-

ety of Model Engineers. 
To make the layout 

accessible to club members, 
Craig erected the primary 
section 44 inches high. His 
reading had helped famil-
iarize him with L-girder 
benchwork. Therefore, the 
system of legs (2 x 4 lum-
ber) and girders (1 x 4 and 
1 x 2 wood) went together 
like a charm. 

By Roger Carp  •  Photos by Craig O’Connell

2 The sun may have 
gone down on 
Craig O’Connell’s S 
gauge layout, but 
an American Flyer 
no. 375 Texas & 
Pacific GP7 road 
diesel continues to 
work. The display 
pays tribute to the 
hard-working men 
and women, who, 
like Craig’s father, 
were employed at 
the A.C. Gilbert Co. 
and built the trains 
people still prize.

Outstanding operation making use of the latest 
command control technology can cause a toy 
train layout to rise above its peers. So also 
can highly detailed and beautifully imagined 
scenes. A third way to distinguish a great 
model railroad is by its spirit.
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Name: Craig O’Connell’s S gauge layout
Dimensions: 12½ x 15 feet
Track and switches: American Models, hand-laid 

(curve diameters range from 27 to 38 inches)
Motive power: American Models, Gilbert American 

Flyer, Lionel American Flyer, Rex, River Raisin Mod-
els, S-Helper Service

Rolling stock: American Models, Crown Models, 
Downs, Gilbert American Flyer, Kinsman Models, 
Lionel American Flyer, Pacific Rail Shops, S-Helper 
Service, Sunshine Models, Ye Olde Huff ‘n’ Puff

Controls: American Flyer transformers
Accessories: Gilbert American Flyer, Lionel American 

Flyer, MTH
Structures: Banta Modelworks, Bill’s Train Shop, Con-

Cor, Design Preservation Models, Downtown Deco, 
Korber Models, Lehigh Valley Models, Magnuson 
Models, Pola, Port Lines Hobby Supplies, scratch-
built, Twin Whistle Sign & Kit Co., Wm. K. Walthers

Vehicles: American Muscle, Corgi, Ertl, Hartoy, Hot 
Wheels, Jada Toys, Johnny Lightning, Lledo, Match-
box, Muscle Machines, Racing Champions, Revell, 
Route 66, Vanguard

Figures: Gilbert American Flyer, MTH, Railmaster 
Exports

AT A GLANCE

2

3

4

6

5
7 5'-6"

12'-6"

7'-0"15'-0"

8'-0"

7'-0"

1

ABOVE Realistic scenery, many animated accessories, 
and tons of details characterize the S gauge layout 
Craig has continued to improve since the 1990s. The 
numbered arrows correspond to the numbers in each of 
the captioned photos he snapped. 

LEFT Visitors to Craig’s child-friendly and hi-rail layout 
get to watch in action many of the finest American 
Flyer engines, including this no. 293 4-6-2 Pacific.

Illustration by Kellie Jaeger



56  Classic Toy Trains • December 2019

On top went a ¼-inch-thick layer of 
Homasote. Craig first painted the beveled 
sections to seal them from moisture. Then 
he glued them to the tabletop.

Track represented an opportunity for 
Craig to contemplate on how the S gauge 
side of the hobby has changed since he 
received his first American Flyer set in 
1957. When he put together the straights 
and curves packed with his no. 20315 Key-
stone Rocket, the best track on the market 
came from the Gilbert Co.

Thirty-plus years later, however, Craig 
faced a range of choices. The toy-like sec-
tions that had pleased his boyhood eye no 
longer looked realistic. From other opera-
tors he learned about the advantages of the 
system put on the market by American 
Models. Craig found its .148-inch nickel-
silver sections satisfactory.

Yet what had worked esthetically and 
technologically in the 1990s lost luster as 
decades passed. Over time, Craig gradu-
ally replaced the commercial switches 
with custom-made closed-frog turnouts 
easily controlled with Tortoise machines. 

Another substantial change involved 
ripping up large portions of the track. 
Craig moved forward by trying his hand at 
laying his own straights and curves, with 
the rails spiked to wood ties he secured to 
the roadbed with an adhesive.

The experience of laying the S gauge 
track, which some modelers might regard 

as tedious, Craig considered immensely 
gratifying. The results surpassed his 
expectations, and he fully believes he will 
eventually replace all the old track.

Aiming for realism
A growing commitment to realistic 

modeling influenced decisions about the 
controls for the layout, the scenery Craig 
made, and the structures he added. 

Let’s begin with the control system. 
Craig describes it as “conventional.” Then 
he mentions using some transformers left 
from the Gilbert period of American Flyer 

3 ABOVE  Craig’s L-shaped S gauge 
display boasts two distinctive and 
independent sections. The smaller one 
(7 x 7 feet) on the right appeals to chil-
dren with lots of operating accessories.

4 RIGHT  Every square inch of the lay-
out features details sure to attract 
interest. Take the riverbank, with its 
hobos, brush, and debris. Craig mod-
eled the water using Enviro-Tex two-
part epoxy. The wood trestle spanning 
it he built from scratch.
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production, in conjunction with handheld 
throttles manufactured by Rix.

The combination of new and old 
reflected what Craig had observed and 
then learned to use at the modeling clubs 
he had joined. For his layout he had con-
verted Flyer transformers to direct current 
through the Rix throttles with built-in rec-
tifiers. Meanwhile, 20- and 22-gauge 
feeder wires went in where it seemed nec-
essary. Distances varied from every 10 
inches to as far as every 36 inches.

Finishing the electronics steered Craig 
toward scenery. Inspired by layouts shown 
in publications such as S Gaugian, Model 
Railroader, S Gauge Herald, and Mainline 
Modeler, he looked ahead with optimism 
to creating landscapes. 

Craig recalls depending on traditional 
techniques for making hardshell scenery 
and more recent breakthroughs using Sty-
rofoam. He slathered Hydrocal over both 
types of exteriors and, after it had dried, 
colored them with acrylics from crafts 
stores and water-based house paints from 
home-improvement centers.

Full speed ahead to sprinkling on vari-
ous shades and textures of ground cover 
from Woodland Scenics, followed by 
handcrafted trees and brush made from 
weeds gathered locally. Craig also took 
wood dowels and glued on disks of clean-
ing pads he spray-painted in the appropri-
ate greens and browns.

Backdrops add depth and realism to 
Craig’s scenes. Besides securing in place 
products from Wm. K. Walthers, he 
painted scenes on Masonite panels.

Again, knowledge and respect for the 
toy-like decoration popularized in the 
1950s and ’60s combined with interest in 
new techniques and products. In tandem, 
they were making it possible for Craig to 
embrace realism and fancy.

Go for the adventure
Step by step, Craig was constructing an 

S gauge railroad 
that achieved twin 
goals. First, it fea-
tured the action and 
entertainment 
young visitors liked. 
Second, it blended 
aspects of the post-
war and modern 
eras hobbyists appreciated.

Craig came to believe he was doing for 
both types of audience exactly what meant 
the most to him. That is, he was teaching. 
His American Flyer layout became a vehi-
cle by which to convey information about 
products and techniques others might try 
on their own layouts. 

Above all, Craig hoped his layout 
would motivate modelers of all ages to 
take a few risks. It should, particularly 
when it came to structures, push them to 

act more adventurously so their buildings 
assumed unique looks and identities.

Gaze around the L-shaped railroad and 
you’ll spy models of residential, commer-
cial, and industrial structures from a host 
of old and new manufacturers. Craig 
almost revels in listing them, starting with 
Gilbert. He adds Design Preservation 
Models, Walthers, Magnuson Models, 
Korber, Port Lines Hobby Supplies, Lehigh 
Valley Models, and Bill’s Train Shop.

But picking and choosing selections 
from what a dozen or so companies have 

offered over the past half-century hardly 
gets at what Craig encourages S gaugers to 
do. They should follow his lead by modi-
fying commercial items.

Like Craig, they ought to mingle parts 
from different kits to create new buildings. 
Similarly, painting and weathering struc-
tures seems important to him, although he 
cautions against altering vintage American 
Flyer pieces. Chalks, along with hobby 
colors like grimy black and rust, always 
work wonders.

5 A sleek and shiny American Flyer no. 350 Royal Blue steam engine hits the double-track main line in the middle of the afternoon. 
The signs, details, and people invite modelers to study the scene to learn how to improve vignettes on their layout.

Craig hoped his S gauge layout  
would be something his late father would 
proudly have watched being constructed 
and then enjoyed operating.
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Spirit of the past
Craig wanted to develop a medium-size 

S gauge layout that would please young-
sters and impress his grown-up peers in 
the hobby. He sought to blend the best of 
the past and present while embracing real-
ism. The railroad should challenge his 
modeling skills in ways that would cause 
him to grow, all the while showing others 
how doable every project was. Finally, it 
should honor the Gilbert heritage and 
convey to viewers the glories of the post-
war line of American Flyer trains.

Craig felt compelled to design a layout 
filled with the spirit of the past because he 
came of age in New Haven, Conn., where 
Gilbert maintained its corporate head-
quarters and manufactured its educational 
toys. More importantly perhaps, Craig’s 
father had worked in the company’s plant.

Sixty years after his dad died in an 
industrial accident, Craig speaks with 
respect and fondness of him, the man 
known to everyone as “Okie.”

Craig still remembers visiting the fac-
tory with his father and tagging along on 

trips to the store open to employees only. 
There, Erector Sets, Flyer trains, Mysto-
Magic outfits, and other items made by 
Gilbert were available at nice discounts.

“As my dad came home from the plant 
each day, I knew how hard he had to work 
to buy those trains. Yet how excited and 
awed I was to own a piece of rolling stock 
that my father had, in some small but 
important way, helped to produce.”

S gauge at its best
Craig set out to do more than build a 

layout he thought would provide personal 
enjoyment. And he aimed to reach people 
other than his immediate family (Ann, his 
wife, and Chloe, their daughter) as well as 
the guys he knew from the local model 
railroading organizations he belonged to.

Craig’s display was going to express his 
philosophy and reflect his talents. It would 
communicate a friendly and open attitude 
about toy trains so as to make it accessible 
to children and novices in the hobby. 

Craig hoped his layout would be some-
thing his late father would proudly have 
watched being constructed and enjoyed 
operating. It should link them and merge 
memories of the past with dreams for the 
future. Then it would be an S gauge dis-
play imbued with the right spirit. 

6 ABOVE A freight 
train consisting of 
some of the most col-
lectible American 
Flyer boxcars cata-
loged during the 
1950s swings through 
the main city on the 
hi-rail layout.

7 LEFT One of the 
enjoyable elements 
of Craig’s display is 
how he named busi-
nesses after his wife, 
Ann, and their grown-
up daughter, Chloe.
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Every year there’s a white Christmas 
HOLIDAY DIORAMAS OFFER NEW POSSIBILITIES FOR YOUR LAYOUT

One of my diorama scenes is shown on 
the cover of this issue of Classic Toy Trains. 
Having regularly staged many scenes over 
the years, here are my tips for this 
creative and fun project. 

While my basic scenery ele-
ments remain the same – it’s 
always a white Christmas – I was 
inspired to take my diorama to 
the next level by one of legendary 
railroad photographer O. Winston 
Link’s photographs of the Norfolk & West-
ern Ry. from the 1950s. I thought his clas-
sic image of a father and son hauling their 
fresh-cut Christmas tree along a frosty 

country road as a streamlined N&W 4-8-4 
thundered across a stone viaduct could be 
staged easily with a few modifications.  

Fortunately, a narrow five-track 
staging yard at one end of my 

Port of New York & New Jersey 
RR O gauge layout (Photo 3) 
offered sufficient space and easy 
access to build the scene I envi-

sioned. Lacking the room for a 
scale viaduct, I decided to modify 

Link’s composition by depicting one of my 
locomotives making a head-on pass 
toward the camera. Only one of the tracks 
would be needed, so I planned to cover 

the other tracks with temporary snow 
scenery. The emotional appeal of the pho-
tograph’s holiday theme would remain in 
the way I staged the diorama shown in 
Photos 1 and 2. 

My plan called for figures to be placed 
to the left side of the locomotive. The 
farmhouse in Link’s photo would be 
located on the other side of the track. 
Armed with the concept of the scene I 
desired, it was time to get to work!

■ A TEMPORARY STAGE
For starters, I tacked a length of ¼-inch-
thick foam board over the two tracks clos-
est to the edge of the layout. This provided 
a level surface and additional room for the 
diorama. I placed a thicker section of cor-
rugated cardboard on top of the other 
tracks in the background to serve as the 

Photos by G
ordon I. Peterson

Photo 1. Gordon I. Peterson made a temporary diorama to create the illusion of a winter wonderland on his O gauge layout. He 
then snapped photographs to use for his annual Christmas cards as well as on this month’s cover.

COVER STORY

1

For several years, the approach of each holiday season turned 
my model railroading thoughts to the winter diorama I would cre-
ate and photograph for the year’s Christmas card (Photo 1).
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base for the MTH O gauge farmhouse.
I covered these temporary stages right 

up to the track’s ties with strips of white 
toilet tissue and then applied a layer of 
“snow” to blend them together. The layer 
of paper helps to avoid blank areas and 
speeds clean-up when the diorama is dis-
assembled. 

I used Woodland Scenics no. SN140 
Soft Flake Snow to create the winter won-

derland shown in Photo 4. I was very 
pleased with the results. The extremely 
fine artificial snowflakes were easy to 
apply and to clean up. Also, they did not 
have the chemical drawbacks of my old 
standby, baking soda. 

After adding more scenery and arrang-
ing the props, I sifted a second snowfall 
over the scene and gently built up snow 

drifts with a soft artist’s brush. 
I use a variety of basic scenic details for 

my holiday photos. My snow-covered, 
bottle-brush fir trees of varying sizes, pur-
chased at a crafts store years ago, came out 
of storage. Lionel holiday figures were 
dusted off. I painted an MTH white frame 
house a nice shade of light green to pro-
vide more contrast with the snow-covered 
landscape. Figures from Model Power and 

other firms were pressed 
into service as extras. A 
Busch HO scale illuminated 
Christmas tree was a per-
fect prop for the front lawn 
of the farmhouse.  

My photographs are 
close-up images, so small 

features help create the illusion. They 
include a Lionel snowman, sleds, a mail-
box, and miniature wreaths (purchased at 
the crafts store) on the farmhouse. 

My layout depicts the 1940s, so a 
period automobile covered in snow added 
the right touch. For the left side of the 
diorama, I built a fence by pressing small 
finishing nails into the foam board and 

stringing two lines of model-ship rigging 
between them. A liberal number of bottle-
brush fir trees completed the country look 
of the scene.

To power the farmhouse lights and 
Christmas tree, I ran wires to the acces-
sory terminals on an adjacent control 
panel for the yard’s tracks. The two inte-
rior lights in the MTH farmhouse are very 
bright. I masked them with tissue paper.

■ HIDING BACKGROUND CLUTTER
I paid particular attention to avoiding 
undesirable clutter in the background of 
the diorama as it came together. The stag-
ing yard on my layout had two- and three-
story industrial warehouse building “flats” 
aligned against a sky-blue backdrop. 
Clearly, a row of them would be an inap-
propriate background for my rural setting. 

Strategic placement of tall bottle-brush 
trees behind the farmhouse, some 
“planted” on small jars of paint or blocks 
of wood for added height, effectively 
blocked most of the incongruous build-
ings from view. Bingo! Like a stage play, 
it’s all about the art of illusion.

     My layout depicts the 1940s, so  
a period automobile covered in 
snow added the right touch.

2



www.ClassicToyTrains.com    61

Photo 4. The bottle-brush fir trees are positioned behind the locomotive to permit a head-on, vertical photograph. For the 
horizontal image, Gordon repositioned the trees behind the farmhouse to block the layout’s industrial buildings from view.
Photo 5. Posterboard covered with a pre-printed sky and cloud design serves as a temporary backdrop to mask structures that 
would be incompatible for achieving the author’s desired winter scene.

Temporary backdrops (Photo 5) are 
another easy way to mask background 
areas, add depth of field, and provide a 
suitable sky for the diorama’s photo. 

These can take many forms, ranging 
from a simple blue-sky poster with a few 
clouds to a permanent backdrop. Staples, 
the office supply retailer, sells a variety of 
sky-and-cloud paper panels and wallpaper 
rolls with a realistic look. 

I have a portable sky backdrop attached 
to a folding three-section cardboard dis-
play panel – also sold at Staples – for occa-
sions when I photograph layouts lacking a 
permanent backdrop. I took several pho-
tos of my diorama using this temporary 
backdrop. In the end, however, I simply 
relied on my existing permanent backdrop 
manufactured by BackDrop Warehouse 
(www.backdropwarehouse.com) and cam-
ouflaged the building flats with trees.

■ CUE THE TRAIN
My photo sessions began after all elements 
in the diorama were in place and a Lionel 
LionChief 2-8-2 steam locomotive – 
repainted, weathered, and marked in my 
PONY & NJ RR road name – was posi-
tioned. A smaller Lionel 0-4-0 Dockside 
switch engine also made an appearance.

Proper illumination of the diorama is 
essential to obtain a high-quality photo-
graph. I augmented my train room’s “day-
light” fluorescent lighting with a single 
Calumet Photographic no. CF0003 Quat-
tro professional floodlight. 

The light features four 35-watt spiral 

3

fluorescent lamps, each of which is equiv-
alent to a 150-watt incandescent light, 
generating a 5,500K “daylight” color tem-
perature. I mounted the lamp on Calu-
met’s portable tripod stand. Aiming this 
light source at the room’s ceiling flooded 
the area with well-balanced illumination.

I use a tripod-mounted Canon Rebel 
digital SLR camera for my model photog-
raphy. After pre-focusing in its manual 
mode, I select its automatic exposure set-
ting and time-delayed release function to 
avoid any hand-induced shaking. This 
results in a 5-to-10-second time exposure, 
producing a sharply focused photograph 
with excellent depth of field. 

I experimented with a variety of light 
settings, camera angles, and scenery 

adjustments to compose photos in both 
vertical and horizontal formats. 

Family and friends tell me they look 
forward to seeing the change of the season 
manifest on my miniature railroad at the 
end of each year. I wanted this effort to do 
justice to their expectations.  

Temporary dioramas like mine will 
allow you to showcase a favorite locomo-
tive in a winter scene easily and inexpen-
sively. I hope you will have as much fun as 
I do in the process! 

Read more about Gordon Peterson’s 
PONY & NJ RR in Best Toy Train Layouts, 
a 100-page special publication from the edi-
tors of Classic Toy Trains. For more infor-
mation visit www.KalmbachHobbyStore.
com/BestLayouts.

Photo 3. This five-track staging yard provided sufficient room and easy access for 
building Gordon’s temporary winter diorama.

4 5
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Case Size 

Available:  
Z, N, HO, S, & O

Lighting Kits and  

Backgrounds 

Available

Made in 

the USA

Join Top to 
Bottom or End 

to End

WWW.SHOWCASE-EXPRESS.COM

714-842-0672

Wall to Wall Expandable Display Case

Enter Discount 

Code “Holiday” for 

5% off!

Check us out for anything HO, O or N scale. Shop online  
now for easy to find products and ordering for everything you’re 

looking for. NEW products added daily! Trains, accessories,  
paints, tools, solvents, die cast, airplanes and more! Just ask  

if you don’t see what you need - we probably have it!

www.pdhobbyshop.com

WE STOCK ALL BRANDS IN DEPTH - OPEN 7 DAYS

Information: 586-296-6116
Orders: 800-874-7443

Serving you hobby  
needs since 1974

P D HOBBY SHOP&

TRAINS 

& TRAVEL
WORLDWIDE TRAIN TOURS
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Visit our website for details
www.traintrips.biz

P.O. Box 312 • Portola, CA 96122 
1 (800) 359-4870 • (530) 836-1944

• New England Fall Colors
• Steam in the Andes of Ecuador 
• European Train Tours
• Argentina-Bolivia-Peru  
 Rail Adventure
• Private Rail Cars in the USA



H
oliday G

ift G
uide

www.ClassicToyTrains.com    63

Mainline Hobby Supply, Inc.  
15066 Buchanan Trail East,  

Blue Ridge Summit, PA. 17214

www.mainlinehobby.com 
717-794-2860

email: mainlinehobby@comcast.net

OPEN 7 days a week!

Your source for ALL 
your Model Railroad 

supplies ALL at 
Great Prices.

January 25th & 26th 2020
EASTERN STATES EXPOSITION

ADVANCED TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW
WWW.RAILROADHOBBYSHOW.COM

BENCHWORK  
in a  

HURRY

www.sieversbenchwork.com

Use Our Simple Modular System
You Design Any Size Layout For Any Gauge Track

We do the Woodworking - Easy to Assemble 
Free Brochure

              BENCHWORK
    PO Box 100

Washington Island, WI 54246
920-847-2264

has 1,900+ new titles, 
all at discount

Domestic shipping FREE over $63.00

International Service.
Book search.

www.railroadbooks.biz

railroadbooks.biz

NEW TITLES ARRIVING WEEKLY

O&S ROAD SIGNS
READY TO USE

98 DIFFERENT SIGNS IN EACH SCALE
MOLDED AND PRINTED IN CORRECT COLOR

TICHY TRAIN GROUP
336-329-9038

CATALOG ON REQUEST
WWW.TICHYTRAINGROUP.COM
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WITH THE CTT STAFF

Hand salute!
O GAUGE KCS SD70ACE HONORS VETERANS

PRODUCT REVIEWS

The original SD70ACs were built 
between 2003 and 2015. The locomotive 
steadily evolved, passing though EPA Tier 
2 to Tier 3 emissions standards to achieve 
Tier 4 certification, making it one of the 
cleanest-burning locomotives on rails. The 
popular diesel has been built for custom-
ers around the world. 

■ OPENING THE BOX
It might be easy to forget 
that railroad workers can 
also be soldiers, sailors, 
pilots, and marines. In 2018, 
the Kansas City Southern RR 
sought to acknowledge that 
fact by repainting no. 4006 
in the line’s Shreveport, La., 

shops in a one-of-a-kind scheme to honor 
the patriotism and service of its employ-
ees. This included veterans as well as 
guard and reserve personnel who work  
for the railroad. 

The decoration of the MTH Premier 
line O gauge model is the first thing I 

noticed when lifting the box 
lid. The blue field and white 
stars on the cab really pop 
out! Suggesting the design of 
the American flag, red and 
white stripes flow from left 
to right, rippling as if on a 
flagpole during a windy day. 

The rear third of the car-
body has the familiar yellow 
ribbon design on a back-

ground of green and gray camouflage.
As I said, I like boxy locomotives and 

this cab is great. There are angles all over! 
The front of the nose gently juts forward, 
while the sand filler caps are mounted on 
downward-angling sections cut from the 
sides of the snout. Right behind that fea-
ture designers added another downward 
slope just ahead of the cab.

There are grab irons by the filler caps 
and on the angled sides. The two-pane 
windshield juts forward as well, and there 
are grab irons on both sides of the engine 
number and headlight. While the roof is 

I like big and boxy diesels. I can’t help it. Baldwin Centi-
pedes, Lima-Hamilton transfer engines, and any General Electric 
with a radiator overhang will do. My current favorite is the Electro-
Motive SD70ACe. The large, sharp-cornered wide-nose cab and its 
in-your-face radiator bulge make me smile.

The decoration 
of the MTH  
Premier line  
O gauge model 
is the first thing 
I noticed when 
lifting up the 
box lid. 
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flat except for communications gear, the 
sides slant downward and end in shades 
over the windows. The rear of the cab is 
ramrod straight.

The long body has ample hinge, door, 
and latch detailing. The black air-intake 
screen, located behind the cab, is a nice 
contrast to the red and white stripes. The 
smoke unit is just ahead of the horn. And 
this plateau gets double points: It is lower 
than the rest of the roof line, and there are 

four lift rings on this section for removing 
the prime mover on the real diesel.

Three radiator fans occupy the rest of 
the roof. Their screens are see-through, 
and fan blades are visible. Four grab irons 
are placed around the rear radiator. The 
end of the locomotive is almost a throw-
back to an EMD Geep – flat with a head-
light, and two angled sides.

The SD70ACe may be my favorite con-
temporary locomotive design!

O GAUGE KANSAS CITY SOUTHERN  
VETERANS SD70ACE

Price: $519.95 (no. 20-21157) Features: O-42 operation, ProtoSound 3.0 com-
mand and sound system, smoke unit, die-cast metal trucks and remote cou-
plers, illuminated interior and crew figures. Command low speed: 2.0 scale 
mph Conventional low speed: 4.5 scale mph, High speed: 68.4 scale mph 
Drawbar pull: 2 pounds, 2 ounces Current production: Kansas City Southern 
(veterans), Union Pacific, Union Pacific (Chicago & North Western heritage) 
Union Pacific (Missouri Pacific heritage), and Union Pacific (George Bush 41).

Painted in the Kansas City Southern’s one-of-a-kind veterans scheme, the 
MTH Premier line SD70ACe is a visually striking O gauge model of a popular 
contemporary diesel locomotive. 

The wide nose cab is a signature 
feature of modern Electro-Motive 
diesels. The two members of the 
locomotive crew enjoy a roomy cab 
with excellent visibility. Add-on grab 
irons, windshield wipers, and cables 
complete a well-detailed cab.



The MTH SD70ACe is a big and boxy 
model with excellent pulling power and 
a full range of control, sound, and 
lighting features. The roof has a lot to 
look at, from the smoke-unit-equipped 
exhaust to the three radiator fans with 
see-through screens.
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■ ON THE TEST 
TRACK
In the “things you learn” department, I 
initially experienced some quirky behavior 
from the unit. It was dead as a doornail, 
which has not been my experience with 
MTH locomotives. My iPhone MTH app 
fired up an MTH Amtrak diesel that had 
been loaded previously. I was mystified. 
But then a light bulb came on! 

Suppose, I wondered, the problem is 
not with the locomotive, but with the 
smartphone app? I deleted the app from 
my phone and then reloaded it from the 
Apple App Store. Shazam! The locomotive 
loaded on the phone fine and started right 

up. Everything was A-OK.
Problem two was also not attributed to 

the locomotive but rather the design of 
our test track. The locomotive has a mini-
mum curve radius of O-42, which we 
thought we had covered with O-48 curves.   
But in the four or five years we’ve had this 
layout, this was the first model to brush 
against our trackside detailing! As it rolled 
around the curves, the long locomotive  

nudged the inside wall of our tunnel and a 
retaining wall. Gee, we thought things 
were set back far enough! So that was two 
lessons for us in one day.

This was a fairly heavy locomotive, and 
the drawbar pull was great. Speed was 
good in all ranges (after some fast modifi-
cations to the objects along our right-of-
way). The smoke output was prodigious.

The sound system was good, and it 
eventually drew people down the hall to 
see what was going on.

Considering the purposeful shape of 
the MTH SD70ACe body and its solid 
performance, this locomotive could 
become a star on your railroad (and be at 
the ready for hauling any military train in 
your fleet). – Bob Keller

As kids, we would hold our heads 
down close to the track as the train 
raced past, trying to imagine what a 
little scale-sized locomotive crew saw

as they barreled down the three-rail track. 
And yes, we all probably got our face bopped 
when we got too close! 

Someone at Lionel must have done the 
same thing! The no. 85072 O gauge Cupo-
laCam camera caboose permits us to see what 
is going on our train from a caboose cupola-
level perspective. 

■ OPENING THE BOX
This caboose is a great choice for housing a 
built-in video camera. The Lionel model is a 

Eyes on the road

LIONEL’S CUPOLACAM  
CAMERA CABOOSE

The cupola’s interior is detailed 
with seats and crew figures. The 
tiny camera lets you see your 
layout from a new perspective. 
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carriage detail for the brake line. You will 
also find three controls: the interior light 
switch, the camera on/off switch, and a 
button for resetting the camera.

But as nice as the car is, the real draw is 
the camera.

■ LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION
First, the boring-but-important part: read-
ing the instructions. 

The magic happens via Wi-Fi. Don’t 
worry if you use Android (PC) or iOS 
(Mac). The car includes a disc with soft-

ware for either computer operating sys-
tem. The company hasn’t forgotten smart-
phones. You can download the Lionel app 
from either the Google Play store or the 
Apple App store for free.

We had a bump or two getting the app 
to load (inside a building with a weak 
Wi-Fi network and all that). Once down-
loaded though, we found it easy to use. 

The track needs 5 volts or so to activate 
the camera. The train does not need to be 
moving. Next, we connected to the camera 
through the settings on our phone. You’ll 
be able to view what the camera sees on 
your device.

The caboose has no microphone. This 
is rigged for silent running.

There are some controls on the app’s 
screen: Live video, snapshot, and record 
are the most important. Live is self-
explanatory – you see what the camera 
sees. Snapshot takes a photo of what the 
camera is seeing. Pressing Record saves a 
recording of your journey.

The caboose has a full range of 
features, including factory-applied 
grab irons, see-through decking, a 
roof-mounted marker light and even 
opening doors. The camera lens is in a 
forward-facing cupola window. 

standard extended-vision caboose, which 
is about as nice as they come.

The scale model has terrific platforms 
on both ends of the car. You’ll find safety 
tread on the deck and safety striping on 
the steps. The platforms have a support 
structure with a ladder running to the 
roof. There are brake wheels and safety 
chains at the gap in the railing.

There are add-on grab irons on the 
corners and end of the platform, and the 
doors open – crews will have no trouble 
getting in and out! There are also grab 
irons above and along the outer sides of 
the end windows. The roofwalk running 
along the top has see-through decking. 

The top of the cupola is just as nicely 
detailed with its corner grab irons and 
radio antenna. A smokestack adorns the 
roof further to the rear. The car has inte-
rior illumination that can be turned on or 
off. There are crew seats and a well-hidden 
camera lens inside the cupola. There are 
center-mounted red lights on both ends.

The car has thumbtack-equipped die-
cast couplers. Take a look at the underside 
and you’ll find a battery box and under-

O GAUGE CUPOLACAM CABOOSE FROM LIONEL

Price: $124.99 (no. 85072) Features: O-31 operation, camera mounted in 
cupola, interior illumination, die-cast trucks and couplers, camera on/off and 
reset controls. Current production: Burlington Northern, Chessie System, CSX, 
Norfolk Southern, Pennsylvania RR, Reading, Santa Fe, and Union Pacific.



Hook ’er up and let her roll. You 
don’t need to record to just watch.

During testing I was a bit of a con-
trarian and ran the caboose on the front 
of a train (which looked unrealistic but 
made for cool video). Running from the 
back of the train was good as well.

If you record, you can save the 
recording, delete it, or email it from 
your device. (Hello YouTube!)

Don’t expect high-definition quality. 
The picture is good, much better than 
the K-Line camera car we tested many 
years ago. We did observe, while run-
ning the caboose on a straight line, the 
camera focused and remained focused. 
Swinging in and out of curves, however, 
the footage got a bit blurry. Interesting 
to me was that the blurry curve video 
made it seem the train was moving even 
faster than it was. 

We tested the camera with an Apple 
iPhone, but the image is more impres-
sive on the bigger screens of an iPad or 
Android tablet.

This Lionel model adds a dimension 
of fun I really hadn’t expected. The 
product looks good, generates a decent 
trackside image, and is reasonably 
priced. The only danger is getting fix-
ated on the video and failing to see that 
train rolling at you at high speed! – Bob

The underside includes a battery box 
and brake equipment, along with 
undercarriage detail for the brake line. 
There are also controls for the interior 
lights, the camera on/off switch, and a 
button for resetting the camera.
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EventsEvents
CA, TURLOCK: Toy Train Operators, Inc. Train Show. 

Stanislaus County Fairgrounds, 900 Nor th Broadway. 

December 7-8, 2019.  Saturday 10:00am-5:00pm and Sunday 

10:00am-3:00pm; Admission $8.00, children under 12 free. 

Food court. Free parking. Operating layouts and dealer/vendor 

tables. Information: Ed Cathcart, 209-479-4432, email: 

doloresherrera36@yahoo.com

CO, LOVELAND: Rocky Mountain Train Show November 

30 & December 1, 2019. The Ranch Complex, 5280  

A r e n a  C i r c l e ,  L o v e l a n d ,  C O 8 0 5 3 8 .  S a t u r d a y, 

10:00am-5:00pm, Sunday 9:00am-3:00pm. 200+ sales tables, 

50+ vendors, operating layouts, model trains of all scales. 

A d m iss i o n  $ 8 .0 0  u n d e r  12  F r e e ,  F r e e  p a r k i n g .  

303 -364 - 0274 w w w.Rock yMounta inTra inShow.com  

Information@RockyMountainTrainShow.com

FL, JACKSONVILLE: TCA-Southern Division Toy Train 

Show at Morocco Shrine Auditorium, 3800 Saint Johns Bluff 

Road S., Saturday November 23, 2019, 10:00am-3:00pm. 

Admission, $5.00 (children 12 & under FREE). All Scales 

Trains, Operating Layouts, & Free parking. Refreshments 

on-site for purchase. Contact information: Chuck Bryner,  

904-272-7060 (before 9pm) or Bryner@comcast.net

FL, OCALA: Lions Semi-Annual Train Show. First Christian 

Church, 1908 SE Fort King St. Saturday, November 2, 2019, 

9:00am-3:00pm. Adults $5.00, children 12 and under free w/

adult. Br ing two canned goods and receive $1.00 of f 

a d m i s s i o n .  I n f o r m a t i o n :  B o b  3 52 - 6 9 4 - 6 3 81  o r  

cell 352-208-5284

FL, PINELLAS PARK: Regal Railways Presents a Toy 

Train, Collectible and  Hobby Christmas Show/Sale. Lopez 

Hall, 7177 58th St. North, Saturday, December 7, 2019. 

9:00am-2:00pm. Adults $5.00. Vendors, videos & operating 

layout. Serving lunch items. Contact Joe: 727-244-1341 or visit 

www.regalrailways.com for more information.

FL, TAMPA: 22nd Tampa Model Train Show & Sale. 

December 21 & 22, 2019. Florida State Fairgounds (Special 

Events Center). Saturday, 9:00am-5:00pm, and Sunday, 

10:00am-4:00pm.  Admission: $9.00, good for both days 

(under 12 free). Operating layouts. Over 300 tables. Info: 

Charles Miller, 3106 N. Rochester St., Arlington, VA 22213. 

Email: rrshows@aol.com or www.gserr.com

IA, MONTICELLO: M.R.R.C. Annual  Train Show and Swap 

Meet. Berndes Center, Jones County Fairgrounds, 766 N. 

Maple St. Sunday, January 26, 2020, 9:00am-3:30pm. 

Admission $5.00, children under 12 free. Table $20.00. Vendor 

set-up on Saturday available. Contact: Ron Ackermann, 

319-480-5671 or rack611@gmail.com

IN, WARSAW: Warsaw Model Train & Toy Show, Kosciusko 

County Fairgrounds, 1400 E. Smith St. December 14, 2019, 

11:00am-3:00pm. Admission $3.00, 12 and under free. All 

gauges. Tables $15.00, free parking, lunch available. Contact: 

Gabe Fitzsimmons, 574-527-8554 or fitzgl01@gmail.com

MI, ANN ARBOR: Rails On Wheels‚Äô Southeast 

Michigan Model Railroad Show & Sale, Washtenaw Farm 

Council Grounds, 5055 Ann Arbor Saline Rd., 48103. Sunday, 

December 1, 2019, 10:00am-3:00pm.  Admission: $4.00; 

under 12 free w/adult. Early bird- $10.00 (8:00am-10:00am).

Tables available.  railsonwheels.com Contact: Walt Trancygier 

734-552-4581 Email: trancywj@gmail.com

MI, EAST LANSING: Lansing Model Railroad Club Show 

and Sale. Michigan State University Pavil ion. Sunday, 

November 10, 2019, 10:00am-4:00pm. Admission $6.00, 

under 12 free. Michigan’s largest train show: layouts, 

demonstrations and 500+ tables. Free parking. Flyer, table 

forms and map, www.lmrc.org or call Ron St. Laurent  

517-256-3588

MO, JOPLIN: Museum Complex Train Show and Swap 

Meet - Saturday, November 30, 2019. Schifferdecker Park, 7th 

Street & Schifferdecker between the golf course and pool. 

9:00am-3:00pm. $3.00 adult, under 12 free. Rick Gardner, 

11486 County Lane 214, Oronogo, MO 64855; 417-673-4888 

or e-mail rickgardner4449@gmail.com

NY, ALBANY: Albany Train Show, Polish Community 

Center, 225 Washington Avenue Extension, Albany NY. 

Saturday November 23, 2019, 9:00am-3:00pm. Admission 

$5.00 adults, Kids 12 and under FREE. O, HO and N gauge 

working layouts. Over 100 vendor tables of Trains, and Train-

related items. www.albanytrainshow.com or Jeff Stedge  

518-852-7725.

OH, COLUMBUS: 66th Buckeye Model Trains & Railroad 

Artifacts Show & Sale. Saturday, December 7, 2019 Ohio Expo 

Center (Lausche Bldg.) 717 E. 17th Ave. (Exit 111 off I-71), 

9:00am-4:00pm. Admission: $7.00 (children under 12 free). 

Info: Gordon Hartranft, 58 Creed Circle, Campbell, OH 44405. 

330-755-1914. Email: rrshows@aol.com or www.gserr.com

OH, HIGHLND HTS: North East Train Society, Highland 

Heights Community Center, 5827 Highland Road, Zip 44143. 

Saturday, November 9, 2019 10:00am-3:00pm. Admission: 

$5.00, kids under 12 free with adult. For information call  

440-357-8890 or www.northeasttrainsociety.com 

OH, KIRTLAND: Christmas Train and Toy Show. Lakeland 

Community College (AFC) Main Gym, 7700 Clocktower Dr. 

1-9 0 and Rt .  30 6 .  Sunday,  December 15 ,  2019. 

10:00am-3:30pm. Adults $6.00, Children 6-12 years $3.00, 

Family $12.00. 216-470-5780, www.christmastrainshow.com

OH, MASSILLON: CJ Trains Winter Massillon Train and 

Toy Show. Knights of Columbus Hall, 988 Cherry Road NW, 

44647. Sunday, December 8, 2019, 10:00am-3:00pm. $5.00 

admission, 12 and under f ree. $25.00/dealer tab le,  

152 - 8’dealer tables. Jon Ulbright,  PO Box 446, Wooster, OH 

44691, 330-262-7488, cathijon@sssnet.com www.cjtrains.com

OH, PARMA: Cuyahoga Valley ‘S’ Gauge Association, UAW 

Hall, 5615 Chevrolet Blvd., Parma, Ohio 44130. January 4, 

2020, 10:00am-3:00pm. Admission is $6.00 each, children 

under 12 free with adult. This is an ALL GAUGE SHOW.  

440-833-4366, www.cvsga.com

PA, EAST GREENVILLE: East Greenville Fire Co., 

Sponsored by North Penn S Gaugers,  4th & Washington St, 

East Greenville, PA 18073. Saturday, November 16, 2019. 

Admission: $3.00 per person, $5.00 family. Free parking, 

Refreshments. Two operating layouts and approx. 85 sales 

tables. See website, www.npsgauge.org for more information. 

PA, KITTANNING: Train Show, Kittanning Township 

Volunteer Firehall, Rt. 422 East of Kittanning. Sunday, 

November 24, 2019, 10:00am-4:00pm. Adults $4.00, children 

12 & under FREE. David Campbell, 734 Freeport Rd., Butler, 

PA 16002  724-352-1113

SC, CHARLESTON: Charleston Area Model Railroad Club 

Train Show. Danny Jones Armory Park, 5000 Lackawanna 

Blvd., North Charleston, SC. November 16-17, 2019. Saturday 

9:00am-5:00pm and Sunday 10:00am-4:00pm. Adults $7.00, 

under 12 & Active Mil itar y Famil ies FREE. Addit ional 

information or table rentals, contact: trainshow@chamrc.com 

or www.chamrc.com 

SC, LAKE CITY: Ragsdale Old Building, 245 S. Church 

Street. Saturday, November 23, 2019, 9:00am-3:00pm. 

Admission $5.00, under 5 FREE. Over 200 vendor tables. Lots 

o f  G ,  O ,  H O ,  S ,  N  g a u g e .  M o r e  i n f o  a t 

CarolinaTrainShows.com

TN, NASHVILLE: Music City Chapter of the Dixie Division 

of the TCA, 26th Annual Christmas Toy Train Show. Tennessee 

State Fair Grounds, New Expo #2 Bldg. December 14, 2019, 

9:00am-4:00pm. Adults $7.00, children 12 and under free. Info: 

Vic Petrone, 7600 Indian Springs Dr., Nashville, TN 37221, 

615-646-2232, www.dixiedivisiontca.com

WI, GREEN BAY: 10th Annual First Freeze Fall Train Show & 
Swap Meet. Stadium View Bar and Grill, 1963 Holmgren Way. 
Sunday, November 24, 2019. 9:00am-2:00pm. Adults $3.00, 
12 and under free. Over 100 tables, operating layouts, train 
r aces,  door p r i zes,  food/beverages.  I n fo rmat ion:  
Bob 920-465-7913 or www.newogaugers.org 

WI, LA CROSSE: The 29th Annual Great Tri-State Rail 
Sale. La Crosse Center, 2nd & Pearl Streets. January 25, 
2020,  9:00am-3:00pm. Admission $5.00, under 12 free. 300 
Tables; All Scales; Model, Toy & Antique Trains & Memorabilia. 
Information: 4000 Foundation, PO Box 3411, La Crosse, WI 
54602, 608-781-9383.

WI, MILWAUKEE: Milwaukee Lionel Club Swap Meets. Oct 
20, Nov 17, Dec 15, Feb 23 and March 15, 8am-noon. Four 
Points Sheraton Airport, 5311 South Howell Ave., Milwaukee. 
Call 414-764-5375 to reserve a table. Buy, Sell, Trade, New 
and Used O gauge and other gauges.

Classifieds

S Gauge For Sale
3 SETS OF AMERICAN FLYER TRAINS with track and 
multiple yard buildings, transformer. 1 Silver Streak with 
lighted cars, 2 steam locomotives with multiple cars. Lighted 
caboose, steam whistle, electric water pump, electric yard 
light, switch track operator, complete dining car with antenna, 
train depot with working record, switch tracks. Rubber track 
base and much more. Engines are all reconditioned and run 
great. CD available with pictures for ser ious buyers.  
$1,500.00  Buyer pays shipping.  406 -475-5486 or 
cuneomelanie@gmail.com

AF TRAINS, PARTS, ACCESSORIES. Vis i t 
www.trainsmore.com or send $2.00 for printed catalog to 
Trains & More, P.O. Box 1751, Manchester, CT 06045-1751.

MASSIVE LIST OF GILBERT AND LIONEL 
AMERICAN FLYER: Updated daily. Original boxed sets, 
engines, cars, accessories, rare paper, catalogs and more, 
including boxed Plasticville, American Flyer and Plasticville 
parts. Buying all Flyer. Send $3.52  actual postage, Judy 
Hajash, PO Box 5, Augusta, WV 26704-0005. 304-359-2194.

O Gauge For Sale
F-3 SETS: 38100 Texas Special ABA $795, w/4 Pass $1,295: 
21955 Rio Grande F-3 Pass Set $795: 21759 Canadian Pacific 
F-3 Pass Set $795: 18191 W. Pacific ABA $695: 38150 
Platinum Ghost AA w/ 4 Pass $695: 14559 Rio Grande AA 
$495: 18147 N. Pacific AB $495: 18131 N. Pacific AB $395: 
18130 Sante Fe ABA $495: 11903 Atlantic Coast Line ABA 
$495: 38368 New York Central Red Stripe $495: 31752 B&O 
AB Freight Set $695: 31711 Wabash AB Freight Set $595.  
MISC ADD-ONS & PASSENGER CARS: 21766 Atlantic Coast 
Line 2-Pack $295: 19180 Sante Fe 4 Pass $295: 29129 Texas 
Special 4 Pass $495: 29134 W. Pacific 4 Pass $450: 19184 
Milwaukee Road 4 Pass $395: 39106 Canadian Pacific 2-Pack 
$175: 14520 Texas Special B Unit $250: 18197 W. Pacific B 
Unit $195: 18108 Great Northern B Unit $125. Have most add-
on’s for Lionel F-3 Sets. Call for prices: 570-655-4891, 
4pm-9pm, Sun-Thurs EST. 

LIONEL “SUPER O” TRACKAGE: All “Super O” items 
“SOLD” & “BOUGHT”. Special Pricing available on 112r 
electric switches & 142 manual switches. Special prices on 
CURVES. Contact Mike at: shpanier@aol.com or Cell 708-
845-0937

LIONEL MARX PLASTICVILLE: Big list of boxed sets, 
engines, cars, etc. Rare paper, catalogs, Lionel O, O27 & HO. 
Marx O & HO. Plasticville and Plasticville parts. Send $3.00  
actual postage Judy Hajash, PO Box 5, Augusta, WV 
26704-0005. 304-359-2194.

O Gauge Wanted
ALL TRAIN COLLECTORS- We need more trains to 
supply our large customer  base. Modern era specialists- 
Lionel, MTH, K-Line, Williams, Weaver, 3rd Rail, etc. We buy 
collections, store inventories, and parts of all sizes and eras. 
Send us your list or call us today. We travel extensively all over 
the US and Canada. Trainz, 2740 Faith Industrial Dr., Suite 
200, Buford, GA 30518. 866-285-5840, Scott@trainz.com 
Fax: 770-271-1295.

HONEST, VERY RELIABLE, established buyer of Lionel, 
MPC, American Flyer, Ives, Marx and others. I will pay cash for 
large or small collections or dealer inventories. Long time 
advertiser in this magazine. I want to spend $200,000 this 
year. I will travel if merited. Please call or send a list (with your 
price if possible). Charles Siegel, 387 Imperial Blvd., Ste. 2, 
Cape Canaveral, FL 32920. 321-799-4005. Fax 321-799-4044.

WE BUY ALL COLLECTIONS BIG & SMALL Lionel, 
American Flyer, K-Line, Marx, Weaver, Williams, Marklin, 
Hornby & more. Ready to travel, 30 years experience, 
confidential. Send us your lists today, 306 Sonoma Drive, 
Su i te  773 ,  A l l e n ,  T X 75 013 .  w w w.t x t r a i ns .c om, 
texastrains@yahoo.com, Phone: 972-824-7123

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
This section is open to anyone who wants to sell or buy toy trains 
merchandise. CL ASSIC TOY TR AINS reserves the right to edit 
undesirable copy or to refuse listing.
Word Rate per issue: 1 insertion – $1.06 per word, 5 insertions – $1.00 
per word, 9 insertions – 92¢ per word. $35 minimum order per issue.  
Payment must accompany the ad. To receive the discount you must order 
and prepay for all ads at one time. Count all initials, single numbers, 
groups of numbers (i.e. 4-6-4 or K4’s), names, address number, street 
number each as one word. Example: R. Meister, 400 E Depot Ave., 
Waukesha, WI 53187 would count as 8 words.
Events Rate: $45 per issue (55 word maximum). Ads will contain the 
following information about the event: state, city, sponsoring organization 
and name of event, meet, auction or show, dates, location, times, 
admission fee, name and/or telephone number and/or email of person to 

contact for information. Name, daytime telephone number and street 
address of the person providing the information is also required but need 
not be included in the ad. Unless otherwise requested, ads will be 
published in the issue month that the event occurs in. Additional months 
are available at the $45 per issue fee. Please specify issue date(s).
All copy is set in standard 6 point type. First several words only set in 
bold face. If possible, ads should be sent typewritten and categorized to 
ensure accuracy.
For CTT’s private records, please furnish a telephone number and when 
using a P.O. Box in your ad, a street address.
SEND YOUR ADS TO: Classic Toy Trains — Classified Advertising  
21027 Crossroads Circle, P.O. Box 1612 Waukesha, WI 53187-1612  
888 558-1544 Ext. 551 Fax: 262-796-0126
E-mail: classads@kalmbach.com

CLOSING DATES: Jan 2020 closes Oct. 8, Feb closes Nov. 7, Mar closes Dec. 6, May closes Feb. 13, July closes Apr. 8, Sept closes June 10, Nov 
closes Aug. 12, Dec closes Sept. 10.
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Miscellaneous For Sale

FOR SALE - 1935 AMERICAN FLYER: Burlington 

ZEPHYR Train set. Locomotive and three cars, transformer 

and 34 pieces of track. $700.00 O.B.O. For information call 

Stan at 715-462-9425.

LARGE TOY TRAIN COLLECTION FOR SALE. 
Collection ranges from 1906 to 1980. LIONEL, 1906 to 1980. 

AMERICAN FLYER, 1930 to 1960. MARX, 1930 to 1965.  

Some Kline and Williams.  Serious buyers only!  $75,000 

O B O.  F o r  i n v e n t o r y  l i s t  a n d  p h o t o s ,  c o n t a c t : 

burkhard2008@comcast.net

Miscellaneous Wanted
ALL ELECTRIC SLOT CARS WANTED. Any kind, any 

condition. Top dollar paid. PAUL at 248-760-6960. E-mail: 

slotcarguy@slotcarguy.com

MODEL AUTOMOBILE AND TRUCK KITS. Unbuilt or 
built. One piece to large collection. Good prices paid. Fred 
Sterns, 48 Standish, Buffalo, NY 14216, phone 716-838-6797, 
fax 716-836-6057, email: fsterns@aol.com

Parts and Accessories For Sale
PARTS CATALOG - LIONEL, AMERICAN FLYER, IVES, 
MARX, BUDDY “L”, NOMA STATION, DORFAN, ERECTOR 
HUDSON, MPC- 2” Thick, 35,000 Parts Inventory: 700E 
Cabs, Frames, Roofs, Controllers, Bodies, Trucks, “E” Units, 
“OO”, 55 Airplane, PREWAR-POSTWAR, $25.00 Postpaid. 
RESTORATION TRAIN PARTS, 135 RICHWOOD DRIVE, 
GLOVERSVILLE, NEW YORK, 12078, (518) 725-4446, 
(6:00PM-10:00PM). PAYMENTS: MONEY ORDERS. 
CATALOG CLOSING: OCTOBER 20th.  

Services Available
RESTORATION AND REPAIRS on al l Lionel and 
American Flyer trains.  Call AJTRAINS, ask for Andy  
732-859-1606, or email: ajtrains@optimum.net

Custom Painting & Building
ARTWORKS Kit assembly service, kit bashing, scratch 
building service, painting and detail ing. 972-989-3834, 
artroberts43@icloud.com

LEADING 
MODEL RETAILERS
Dealer Directory spaces are sold on a year’s 
basis at $248 per year, eight issues, (payable 
in advance), or at $40 per issue (billed to 
established accounts for one year minimum). 
Ads will be set in standard format typography. 
All insertions must be consecutive and may be 
invoiced if you have credit established with us. 
No mention of mail order business permitted. 
Closing dates listed in the Classifieds section. 
Call 888-558-1544, ext. 551.

Your classified ad can:
 Tell ‘em what you’ve got
 Tell ‘em what it will do for them
 Tell ‘em how to get it

Don’t wait any longer! 
Place your classified ad today!

1-888-558-1544 x551

www.ClassicToyTrains.com    71

Lionel Value-Added, K-Line Dealer. Lionel 
repairs. The most postwar thru LTI Lionel in 
AZ. AF, Marx, LGB, Athearn, G to Z. 35 min. 
from downtown PHX. Mon-Fri 10:00-4:30 & 

weekends by appt. Email: totbargin@yahoo.com

ARIZONA • Fountain Hills

BURLING’S TON OF TRAINS
16924 East Colony Drive 480-816-6501

All scales G through N, collectibles old & new. 
Authorized LGB, Lionel, MTH & Märklin dealer. 

One of the most complete train stores in
So. Calif. UPS worldwide shipper.

Visit our website at www.trainshack.com

CALIFORNIA • Burbank

THE TRAIN SHACK
1030 N. Hollywood Way 800-572-9929

Largest selection in the East Bay. 93 foot 
operating HO layout. Buy - sell - trade - consign 

- repairs - detail parts in all scales. Lionel. 
Discount prices & friendly service.

Website: www.just-trains.com

CALIFORNIA • Concord

JUST  TRAINS
5650 Imhoff Dr. 925-685-6566

Lionel, AF, LGB, HO, N, & Playmobil.
New, used, & collectibles.
Buy, sell, trade & repair.

Tue - Fri 12-7, Sat 9-5, Sun 11-3.

CALIFORNIA • Costa Mesa

THE TRAIN CROSSING
1113 Baker Street, Ste. F 714-549-1596

Model rail specialists since 1951.
LGB, Lionel, O, S, On3, HO, HOn3, N, Z.

Complete stock of brass imports, new & used. 
Books, tools, structures, detail parts.

Open 7 days     www.thewhistlestop.com

CALIFORNIA • Pasadena

THE ORIGINAL WHISTLE STOP INC.
2490 E. Colorado Blvd. 626-796-7791

Specializing in big trains only (O & G).
Discount Prices, Open 6 Days a Week!

Authorized Lionel, MTH, LGB, PIKO Dealer!
www.milepost38.com

CALIFORNIA • Westminster (Orange Co.)

MILEPOST 38 TOY TRAINS
6462 Industry Way 714-892-9471

A full service model train Store! Large 
inventory, HO, N, O & O27 Tinplate. 

Books, videos, collectors & gift items. 
Repair service. We buy old toy trains. 

www.westerndepot.com

CALIFORNIA • Yuba City

THE WESTERN DEPOT
1650 Sierra Ave. #203 530-673-6776

Caboose, sharing our passion for trains since 
1938. North America’s largest full-service 
train store, and your go-to source for the 

ultimate toy train enthusiast. Open Daily or at 
MyCaboose.com

COLORADO • Denver (Lakewood)

CABOOSE
10800 W Alameda Avenue 303-777-6766

Lionel, HO & N. Lionel authorized dealer 
& repair. Plastic, wood kits, rockets, tools, 

structural & diorama supplies.
Special orders welcome.

CONNECTICUT • Cos Cob

ANN’S HOBBY CENTER
405 E. Putnam Avenue 203-869-0969

All scales Z, N, HO, O, O-27, G, #1, MTH, 
Lionel, Märklin, LGB, Walthers, Aristo, Trix, etc. 

Digital Sales-Install. Large  oper. layouts.
Mon-Wed 10-6, Th-Fri 10-9, Sat-Sun 10-6

www.timemachinehobby.com

CONNECTICUT • Manchester

TIME MACHINE HOBBY - NEW ENGLAND HOBBY SUPPLY
71 Hilliard St. 860-646-0610

No sales tax at the Delaware seashore.
Lionel new & used . . . . also Atlas, Bachmann,
MTH. We buy used trains. Auth. Lionel repairs.

Large inventory of used HO trains.
Open Tues-Sat 11-4:30, Closed Sun & Mon

DELAWARE • Ocean View

SEASIDE HOBBIES
15 Daisey Ave. 302-539-1601

Lionel, American Flyer, MTH
on the internet

www.traincity.com
www.choochooauctions.com

FLORIDA • Cape Canaveral

TRAIN CITY, INC. - CHARLES SIEGEL
387 Imperial Blvd., Ste. 2 321-799-4005

Lionel, MTH trains, O and Standard. 
Die cast vehicles. 1:43, 1:32, 1:24 and 1:18.

Mon-Fri 10:00-5:30, Sat-Sun 10:00-2:00.

FLORIDA • Cutler Bay (Miami)

HOLLYWOOD STATION
19301 SW 106TH Ave. STE 9 305-278-1669

N, HO, O scale model railroading. Paint,
tools, scenery, accessories & plastic models. 
Mon - Sat 10:00am-6:00pm; Closed Sunday

www.victorymodels.com

FLORIDA • Fort Myers

VICTORY MODELS & TRAINS
12951 Metro Parkway 239-332-0422

Largest train store in the South.
MTH, Lionel, LGB, HO & N. Five

operating layouts. Open Mon - Sat 10am-5pm
Sun (Nov-Jan) 10-1.

FLORIDA • Miami

READY TO ROLL
831 NW 143rd Street 305-688-8868

Competitive prices, friendly service.
All makes & models, trains & accessories 

New store hours, Tue-Sat. 9:00am-5:00pm.
www.trainsbyjohnson.com

Directions: Old Palafox St. at 10 Mile Rd.

FLORIDA • Pensacola

TRAINS BY JOHNSON
10412 N. Palafox Hwy. 850-478-8584

2600 sq. ft. Showroom. Lionel & MTH Dealer 
NEW, USED, BUY/SELL * All Gauges Z thru G

Over 6,000 Parts. Repair Services. Trains, Track, 
Sets, Scenic Supplies. Tues - Sat 10-6

www.zitniktrains.com

FLORIDA • Tampa Bay - Pinellas Park

ZITNIK TRAINS
5193 73rd Ave. N. 727-201-9668

Lionel Train Top 10 Dealer
MTH Train Mega Dealer

400 s.f. layout, HUGE selection, service, repair
www.legacystation.com    

800-964-8724

GEORGIA • Atlanta (Lilburn)

LEGACY STATION TRAINS
4153 Lawrenceville Hwy., #12 770-339-7780

Quality, Selection & Service.
 Discount pricing in all scales.

 Mon - Sat 11-6, Sun 1-6 
Across from NS Mainline in Downtown Buford

Web store at: www.trainmastermodels.com

GEORGIA • Buford (Atlanta)

TRAINMASTER MODELS
601 East Main St. 678-546-3600

Lionel and HO Railroadiana
Service and Repair

Open Tues - Sat 9-6
Closed Sun - Mon

GEORGIA • Watkinsville (Athens)

MEMORY STATION
171 South Main St. 706-769-8986

Model train museum and hobby shop
MTH • Atlas • Lionel • scenery supplies Layout 

construction help / workshop 
Club sized 3-rail display layout

mrmuffi nstrains.com

INDIANA • Atlanta

MR MUFFIN’S TRAINS
177 West Main 765-292-2022

“An old fashion train shop.”  HO, N, O27. 
Brass, books, magazines, detail parts, paints 
& accessories. Southeast corner 17th Street 

and Shadeland Ave.  Mon-Sat 10:30-6. 
www.waynestrains.biz

INDIANA • Indianapolis

TRAIN CENTRAL
1651 N SHADELAND AVE 317-375-0832

Home of I Love Toy Trains DVDs, Lionel, MTH, 
Toys, and 8’X16’ operating layout. Lionel 

Factory Authorized Sales & Service.  Mon - Sat 
10-4 CST   Web: tmbv.com 

WE BUY/SELL LIONEL

INDIANA • Michigan City

I LOVE TOY TRAINS - THE STORE
4212 West 1000 North 219-879-2822

MTH, K-Line, Williams, Lionel, Gargraves,
New & Used, Authorized MTH & Lionel Service 

Center. Mon - Sat 10-5; Sun 11-4      
skippertim99@gmail.com

IOWA • Dubuque

CATHY’S TREASURES
Electric RR Dealer/Upgrades 563-590-5318

O, S. HO, N, Z & G Scale
Lionel, MTH, A/F, Marklin, LGB & more!

New, Used & Vintage. Extensive scenery line. 
Repair, custom work & layouts.

www.fredstrainshop.com

KANSAS • Overland Park (KC Area)

FRED’S TRAIN SHOP
9322 W. 87th St. 913-383-3500

One of the largest operating train layouts and 
museum. MTH, Lionel, Z, N, HO, O, G, scenery, 

magazines, videos. Thomas, Brio, Rokenbok 
System, Lionel/AF logo stools. Call for hours. 

www.the-train-room.com

MARYLAND • Hagerstown

THE TRAIN ROOM
360 S. Burhans Blvd. 301-745-6681

G - 1 - O - S - HO - N - Z
Buy - Sell - Trade - New - Used - Repairs

Märklin Dealer
Wednesday - Sunday 11-6

MASSACHUSETTS • Duxbury

DUXBURY GREEN, INC.
382 Kingstown Way (Rt. 53) 781-585-2164

Parts and service, factory experienced.
Parts list available, $4.00. Tue - Fri 9-5.

”The Coupler”, repair hints, back issues. 
Email: dave@drtinkertrains.com 
http://www.drtinkertrains.com

MASSACHUSETTS • Lexington

DR. TINKER’S ANTIQUE TOY TRAINS
1 Belfry Terrace 781-862-5798

Long term experience with customer service. 
We service the products we sell and are here to 

help you. 7,000 sq ft of retail space.
Stop in or visit www.pdhobbyshop.com 
Open M-F 10-8, Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5 EST

MICHIGAN • Fraser

P & D HOBBY SHOP
31280 Groesbeck Hwy. 586-296-6116

Let your imagination run wild!
Z to G, Lionel, scenery, tools,

structures, scratchbuilding supplies,
special orders, ships, armor, cars, more...

MICHIGAN • Traverse City

TRAINS & THINGS HOBBIES
210 East Front St. 231-947-1353

HO, N and Marx bought and sold.
American Flyer and Lionel also.

Tuesday thru Friday 12-6, Saturday 10-5. Other 
hours available by appt. Please call.

MICHIGAN • Wyoming

HOBBY RECYCLING
2313 Lee St. SW 616-257-7155

Largest selection of prewar & postwar in 
Midwest. Lionel, Am Flyer, Marx, Athearn, 

Proto, Atlas, etc. 
Highest price for large collections.

www.TrainTownstl.com

MISSOURI • St. Louis

TRAIN TOWN
9832 Manchester Road 314-716-2755

The area’s most complete Lionel MPC, 
LTI selection. Buy, sell & trade. 

Postwar new & used. 
Accessories, parts and supplies.

NEVADA • Las Vegas

THE TRAIN ENGINEER
2550 Chandler #53 702-597-1754

Big selection of HO, N and Lionel O Gauge 
trains. Only 7 miles west of the Las Vegas strip. 

www.westsidetrainslv.com

NEVADA • Las Vegas

WESTSIDE TRAINS
2960 S. Durango #117 702-254-9475

Atlas, Lionel, MTH, Williams, LGB, most HO 
makers. Any item in any scale can be ordered at 

very competitive prices.
Used trains bought and sold. Repairs done.

E-mail:  nerr@comcast.net

NEW HAMPSHIRE • Nashua

NEW ENGLAND RAILROAD
89 Main St. 603-791-0080

Direct dealer for LIONEL and MTH. The largest train 
store in northern NJ since 1974! 4 Showrooms plus 

Operating Layout. WE BUY OLD TRAINS ~ Lionel Service 
Station #556. www.TRAIN-STATION.COM

NEW JERSEY • Mountain Lakes

THE TRAIN STATION
12 Romaine Rd. 973-263-1979

Lionel, K-Line, Gargraves.
Authorized Lionel service station.
New and used bought and sold.

NEW JERSEY • Totowa

WALKER’S HARDWARE
294 Union Blvd. 973-942-2694

Lionel Value-Added Dealer.
Authorized Service Station.

Lionel, MTH, Williams,Weaver, K-Line, 
GarGraves. New & Used O & O27. 

Glen Roc Shopping Center.

NEW JERSEY • Trenton/Ewing

TRAINS & THINGS
246 Scotch Rd. 609-883-8790

Trains- Z, N, HO, S, O, G scale, models, 
rockets, hobby supplies. Lionel & MTH author-
ized dealer. Four working layouts. Repairs, buy/

sell. Open 7 days. An old-fashioned general 
store. www.hurleycountrystore.biz

NEW YORK • Hurley

HURLEY COUNTRY STORE INC
2 Wamsley Pl. (Old Hurley) 845-338-4843

Lionel MTH Sales and 
Lionel Service Station #144

Monday - Friday 9-5, Saturday 10-4
(Saturday hours October - April only)

www.gardnerthetraindoctor.com

NEW YORK • North Rose

GARDNER, “THE TRAIN DOCTOR”
8967 Ridge Rd., 1 mi E of 14 315-483-6577

K-Line Superstore, MTH, Lionel. Large selection 
of older MTH. First in O gauge.

In-store layout! Located off I-40. Tues-Sat 
9:30am-5pm. E-mail: JKonc52032@aol.com 

www.trainloft.com   Celebrating 20 years!

NORTH CAROLINA • Winston (Salem)

THE TRAIN LOFT
4007B Country Club Rd. 336-760-9817

Akron’s largest old & new Lionel Dealer 
Authorized Lionel & MTH sales & service 

stations. We specialize in MTH DCS and Lionel 
Command and Railsounds. We buy, sell, 

trade & restore. EandSHobbies.com

OHIO • Akron

E & S TRAINS AND HOBBIES
980 Kenmore Blvd. 330-745-0785
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MTH Service Center
Authorized dealer for MTH, Lionel, Atlas.

Closed Sun. & Mon
30 miles west of Cleveland - off State Rte. 20

www.stockyardexpress.com

OHIO • Oberlin (W. Cleveland)

STOCKYARD EXPRESS
49293 Plate Rd. 440-774-2131

Full service train shop
Lionel, 3-Rail, American Flyer
New-used-buy-consignments

T-F 10-6, Sat 10-5, Sun 12-4, Closed Monday
www.hobbysmith.com            1-877-284-1912

OREGON • Portland

THE HOBBY SMITH
1809 NE Cesar Chavez Blvd. 503-284-1912

Your complete model railroad store. 
Gauges Z through G. 

Lionel, MTH, Atlas, K-Line
Mon - Fri 10-6, Sat 10-5, Closed Sunday

www.wsor.com

OREGON • Portland

WHISTLE STOP TRAINS
11724 SE Division St. 503-761-1822

The Exclusive model railroad store.
From N to G, we stock it all.

OPEN 7 days a week.
Only minutes from Frederick, MD.

www.mainlinehobby.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Blue Ridge Summit

MAINLINE HOBBY SUPPLY
15066 Buchanan Trail E. 717-794-2860

Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, Atlas & MTH
HO, N, ON30, Standard, O & S gauges

bought, sold & traded. Auth. service station.
Mon, Wed, Fri 10-9, Tue & Thu 10-7, Sat 10-5

www.nstrains.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Broomall

NICHOLAS SMITH TRAINS
2343 West Chester Pike 610-353-8585

Authorized Dealer of Lionel, Atlas-O, MTH. N to 
G, Track, Remotes, Buildings, Accessories. Buy, 
Sell, Trade, Repair. Mon-Sat: Noon-6pm 5,500+ 

SqFt. Exclusively Trains! 20,000+ items

PENNSYLVANIA • Greensburg

BRADY’S TRAIN OUTLET
1046 S. Main Street 724-838-8448

Lionel, American Flyer & MTH.
New Lionel & MTH at discount prices. Standard 

O & S gauges bought, sold &
repaired. Authorized service station.
20 min. from York PA. Tue-Sat 12-6

PENNSYLVANIA • Hanover

TOY TRAINS UNLIMITED
28 York St. 717-637-4717

Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, MTH, Marklin, 
Bachmann, Williams.  HO, N & Z.

We buy, sell & repair. Mon-Fri 12-8; Sat 10-5 
www.JoesTrainStation.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Hatboro

JOE’S TRAIN STATION
283 E. County Line Rd. 215-322-5182

Pittsburgh’s largest MTH dealer. 
Lionel, K-line, Atlas , Gargraves, USA Train
Scenery supplies for HO, O and G gauges.
Buy, sell, trade old trains. Expert repair ser

vice. Tue-Sat 10-6. www.imperialtrainco.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Imperial (Pgh.)

IMPERIAL TRAIN COMPANY
450 Penn Lincoln Dr. 724-695-7552

Buy/sell/trade, repair all types of trains.
Giant Lionel village display during

the holiday season, November - January
Call for hours.

www.undergroundrrshop.com

PENNSYLVANIA • New Castle

THE UNDERGROUND RR SHOPPE
1906 Wilmington Rd. 724-652-4912

From trains to diecast to scenery, everything for 
the layout builder. Open 7 days a week.

N, HO, O,  Lionel, LGB. 
Buy, sell, trade used  trains. Located adjacent 
to Choo Choo Barn.   www.etrainshop.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Strasburg

STRASBURG TRAIN SHOP
226 Gap Road 717-687-0464

Lionel, MTH, Atlas O, Ross Custom Switches 
GarGraves, Woodland Scenics

Please call or visit our website for hours.
www.cttrains.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Zelienople

CT MCCORMICK HARDWARE
147 S. Main St. 724-452-6130

All scales, all major brands 
of model railroad equipment.

We buy & sell used Lionel trains.
Open daily 10-6. Closed Sun.

SOUTH CAROLINA • West Columbia

NEW BROOKLAND RR & HOBBY SHOP
405 State St. 803-791-3958

MTH authorized service center & dealer. We repair 
Lionel, MTH, Bachmann, Atlas, K-Line and 

much more. Hours: Mon-Sat 9-5. Closed on 
Sundays. Call me 615-956-9084, or email me: 

info@littletrainrepairoftennessee.com or just stop in. 

TENNESSEE • Murfreesboro

LITTLE TRAIN REPAIR SHOP
814 Woodmont Drive 615-956-9084

Authorized  Lionel Dealer. Pre-War, Post-War & 
Modern. Hundreds of rolling stock cars. Large 
inventory of engines and accessories including 
O,  HO,  &  N  Scale.  Monday - Saturday 9-5

TENNESSEE • Murfreesboro

THOR’S
416-F Medical Center Pkwy. 615-895-6918

Offi cial Lionel Layout Builder Since 2001
Traingineer shop/showroom includes;

Custom Layouts, Modulars, Model Stations,
Bridge Kits...come see...there’s always

something new!!! www.TrainWorxStore.com

TEXAS • Dallas

TW TRAINWORX
2808 McGowan St. 877-881-4997

OPEN 7 DAYS  MON - SAT: 10-7; SUN: 11-4
Authorized Dealer Most Brands & Repairs

New & Vintage ALL SCALES, Special Orders
I-95 Exit 92B West 1.2 mi to CSX Tracks

VIRGINA • Ashland (Richmond)

TINY TIM’S TOYS & TRAINS
104 S.  Railroad Ave. 804-368-0063

Northern Virginia’s largest & most complete 
train store for new & gently used Lionel,
MTH & Bachmann. We carry Standard,

O, O-27, S, HO & N. Expert repairs. 
dandhtrains@comcast.net

VIRGINIA • Manassas

TOY TRAINS & COLLECTIBLES
7216 New Market Court 571-379-5497

Lionel, LGB, G, AF, HO, N & MTH
Buy, sell, trade, repair.
Mon-Fri 10-6; Sat 10-5

Two minutes off Exit 146 on I-81.

VIRGINIA • Roanoke

RAIL YARD HOBBY SHOP
7547 Williamson Rd. 540-362-1714

Full service storefront & online store. All makes 
& scales. New/used trains sales, service, repair 
& upgrades. Retail Store - www.traindepot.biz 
Authorized Lionel Service Station & Digitrax 
dealer. Online Sales Visit www.JTTrains.com

VIRGINIA/MARYLAND • Chantilly, VA

TRAIN DEPOT
13944 Willard Rd., Suite I 703-953-3767

Close to SEA-TAC airport - short drive from
downtown Seattle. New & vintage electric trains 

in all scales. Tues - Sat 11-6
www.electrictrainshop.com

WASHINGTON • Burien (Seattle)

THE ELECTRIC TRAIN SHOP
625 SW 152nd St. 206-244-7077

Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, HO, N.
Buy, sell, and repair.

Supplying all your railroading needs.
Open Mon.-Sat.

www.eastsidetrains.com

WASHINGTON • Kirkland

EASTSIDE TRAINS, INC.
217 Central Way 425-828-4098

Largest Selection of Trains in the Valley
Buy - Sell - Trade - New & Used Trains

MTH-Weaver-Williams-Lionel-Atlas-Dept 56
M, F 12-7, Tu,W,Th 12-6, Sat 10-3

www.patstrains.com

WEST VIRGINIA • Wheeling

PATRICK’S TRAINS
142 29th Street 304-232-0714

NE Wis. largest O Gauge dealer. Lionel, MTH, 
Atlas O, 3rd Rail, Weaver & Williams Acces-

sories, structures, books & videos. Open
Mon 12-7 Tues-Fri 10-5  (Sat 10-2 Nov-Mar)

www.railtycoon.com (formerly GB TV & Trains)

WISCONSIN • Green Bay

GB TRAIN SHOP
1353 Velp Ave. 920-496-9697

Model trains in G, O, S, HO, N, Z. Old toy trains, 
railway antiques, art, books, DVDs, souvenirs 

and Thomas too. Canadian road names a 
specialty. 20 min. west of Kamloops.

www.kellyskaboose.ca

CANADA–BC • Savona

KELLY’S KABOOSE, THE RAILWAY STORE
6648 Savona Access Rd. 250-377-8510

New & used Lionel, MTH, Marx, AF. Trains & 
accessories for the collector & operator bought 
& sold. Walther’s dealer. Lionel SS#516. Orders 

1–888–MALWOOD (toll free)
e-mail: malwoodstation@rogers.com

CANADA–ON • Dunrobin (Ottawa)

MALWOOD STATION
1169 Murphy Side Rd. 613-832-1374

6,000 sq. ft. All  Trains!
Premier Selection & Service!
In store clinics and layouts!

Railfan Headquarters! Quick special orders!
www.cvrco.com

CANADA–ON • Mississauga

CREDIT VALLEY RAILWAY COMPANY, LTD.
2900 Argentia Rd. Unit #24 1-800-464-1730

Model Railroad Specialists since 1962
Lionel Authorized Distributor & Repair Center

All Scales - Special Orders
Closed Mondays www.georgestrains.com

CANADA–ON • Toronto (Markham)

GEORGE’S TRAINS LTD.
550 Alden Rd., Unit 101 905-470-6200

Get Instant Access

Subscribe 
Today >>

to Our Digital Edition

http://ctt.trains.com/digitaleditions
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60 YEARS ON RAILS
Warm memories of 
Christmas and Lionel
A train set picked up at the 
Lionel factory in 1958 is the 
gift that keeps on giving.

WHAT’S IN THE BOX?
Starter set basics
Train sets have gone high-
tech, but still offer an easy 
path to model railroad fun.

Holiday display in a 
Detroit theater
An O gauge layout highlights 
a glorious movie palace.

American Flyer’s 
collectible oddities
Sorting out what separates 
a factory error from a scarce 
production variation.
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WITH THE CTT READERS AND STAFF
TIPS & TECHNIQUES

Junkyards make wonderful 
additions to layouts. The 
varied colors and textures 
add an exciting counter-

point to more conventional scen-
ery. Put in an abandoned loco-
motive like the one in Photo 1, 
and you have a detail sure to fas-
cinate any and all visitors.

I first selected a junkbox loco-
motive. This O gauge model had 
a cracked, poorly repaired shell, 
but it still operated well. I gouged 
and distressed the shell using a 
Dremel motor tool set at low 
speed. You can also create the 
damaged appearance shown in 
Photo 2 with simple hand tools.

I masked the running gear 
and windows and loosely applied 
Sophisticated Finishes Iron 
Metallic Surfacer by Triangle 

Crafts (available at crafts stores). 
I let it cure overnight (Photo 3). 

The next day I applied a wet 
coat of Sophisticated Finishes 
Rust Antiquing Solution (also 
from Triangle Crafts). Used with 
the surfacer, this excellent prod-
uct creates actual rust in an 
amazing transformation that 
takes about an hour. The result is 
shown in Photo 4.

Finally I set the derelict steam 
engine in the junkyard on my 
layout and added typical ground 
debris. This is where you can 
really personalize a scene. 

By using a junker locomotive 
that still operated, I can surprise 
my guests by plucking the rusted 
hulk from the junkyard and 
sending it on a trip around my 
layout! – Lawrence Goodridge

Make a junkyard train
CREATE A UNIQUE SCENE

WANT TO SHARE?  Write to“Tips” at Classic Toy Trains, P.O. Box 1612, Waukesha, WI 
53187-1612, or email us at tips@classictoytrains.com and put the word “tips” in the sub-
ject line. We’ll pay you $25 for any tip we publish unless it was contained in a previously 
purchased article.

Photo 1. This 
abandoned and 
forgotten O gauge 
steam engine adds a 
neat detail. Best of all, 
turning a seldom-used 
model into a battled 
and rusty wreck is an 
inexpensive and 
simple project.

Photo 2. A motor tool 
running at low speed 
distresses the plastic 
shell of this junkbox 
steam engine.

Photo 3. A coat of 
Sophisticated Finishes 
Iron Metallic Surfacer 
from Triangle Crafts 
starts an amazing 
transformation.

Photo 4. When the 
surfacer has cured, a 
coat of Sophisticated 
Finishes Rust 
Antiquing Solution 
from Triangle Crafts 
creates a genuine rust 
finish on the model.

1

2

3

4



30-20602-1 AMTRAK #406 
30-20603-1 ALASKA #31 
30-20604-1 METRA #104 
30-20605-1 FLORIDA TRIRAIL #807 
30-20606-1 CSX #49999

MTH F40
SALE 

$319.99 
EA.

LION CHIEF PLUS  
RECTIFIER

LIONEL
 
BEST DEAL 
$139.99 
82176 N&W 
82178 CONRAIL 

SUPER SALE 
$159.99 
82179 PRR 
82175 VIRGINIAN 
82177 NEW HAVEN 

MILWAUKEE  
1933571 #E1 
1933572 #E2 
1933573 #E3 
1933574 #E4 
1933575 #E5

ADDITIONAL ROADNAMES  
1933580 GREAT NORTHERN 
1933590 NEW HAVEN 
1933600 NEW YORK CENTRAL 
1933610 PENNSYLVANIA 
1933620 POLAR EXPRESS

LIONEL 
SD45

SALE $559.99 EA.

BTO
83371 GN HUSTLE MUSCLE 
83373 GN #407

84268 WMD #7547 . BEST DEAL $519.99

20-20664-1 BNSF SALE $439.99
20-20658-1 NORFOLK SOUTHERN

SALE 
$369.99

MTH DASH-9

20-20727-1 NS 8401 
20-20728-1 NS 8407 
20-20731-1 SF 930 

20-20732-1 SF 934 
20-20733-1 BNSF 882 
20-20734-1 BNSF 824

SALE 
$379.99 

EA.

MTH DASH-8

30-20607-1 BOSTON & MAINE 
30-20609-1 NORFOLK SOUTHERN 
30-20610-1 RJ CORMAN #4121

MTH GP20

SALE 
$329.99 

EA.

30-20587-1  
ILLINOIS TERMINAL

LIONEL #82726 LIONEL LINES 
FA POWERED & DUMMY

SALE $349.99
MTH C LINER

20-20476-1 CANADIAN NATIONAL

22903 UP, #804 
22905 BURLINGTON 
22906 CHESAPEAKE & OHIO 

SUPER 
SALE 

$249.99 EA.

SUPER SALE 
$219.99

BEST DEAL 
$199.99 EA.

WILLIAMS GENESIS A-UNIT 
with SOUND

23303 NEW HAVEN

23501 SOUTHERN PACIFIC 
23502 CANADIAN NATIONAL 
23503 TROPICANA 
23504 RUTLAND SALE $269.99 EA.

WILLIAMS RS-3 
WITH TRUE-BLAST 
PLUS SOUND

23001 PENNSYLVANIA 
23002 ROCK ISLAND 
23003 CANADIAN NATIONAL 
23004 SEABOARD

SUPER 
SALE 

$199.99 EA.

MTH 
F40PH

SALE  
$399.99  
EA. 
20-20682-1 AMTRAK #393 
20-20683-1 AMTRAK #409

20-20945-1 V 
20-20946-1 LV 
20-20947-1 B&O 

 
20-20948-1 UNION 
20-20951-1 LI

MTH PREMIER 
LONG ISLAND  

GP-38-2

TRAINWORLD® EXCLUSIVES

20-20954-1 #256 
20-20955-1 #259 

 
20-20956-1 #266

MTH 20-20648-1 NS FIRST 
RESPONDERS  
GP38-2

SALE 
$319.99 EA.

SUPER 
SALE 

$319.99 EA.

MTH 
FT 
#20-20625-1 SF #100 
#20-20626-1 SF #103

20-20760-1 UP #5025 
20-20762-1 UP #5032

$449.99 
20-21099-1 ROCKY MOUNTAIN #8016 
SALE $419.99 EA. 
20-20839-1 NORFOLK SOUTHERN #4700 
SUPER SALE $349.99 
20-20574-1 BNSF #3001
MTH GP60M

SALE 
$439.99 EA.

20-20445-1 BNSF 
20-20815-1 SF/MAERSK

MTH GP-40

SALE $399.99 EA.

MTH GE 44TON

U50C

SALE 
$459.99 EA.

SUPER SALE 
$119.99 EA.82303 ACL 

82304 ERIE 
 
82305 DRG

#85408 SPIRIT OF UP  
FLAG BOXCAR with LED Lights#85315 SD70Ace  

WITH BLUE TOOTH

LIONEL UNION PACIFIC #1943

#85316 UP  
WIDE VISION CABOOSE

SUPER SALE $219.99 EA.
84111 WESTERN PACIFIC 
84108 GREAT NORTHERN 
84110 READING

LIONEL LION CHIEF PLUS GP38

SUPER SALE 
$229.99 EA.

LIONEL LION CHIEF PLUS FA AA

SALE $449.99 EA.84419 NEW HAVEN 
84422 UNION PACIFIC

SUPER SALE $299.99

LIONEL LION CHIEF PLUS RS3
SUPER SALE $229.99 EA.

LIONEL LION CHIEF PLUS NW2

SALE  
$287.99 EA.

 
85059 MKT 
85060 PRR 

85061 NKP 
85062 UNION PACIFIC 
85063 MILWAUKEE

84696 D&H 
84697 SANTA FE 
84698 PEABODY

84939 NS FIRST RESPONDERS 
84940 SEABOARD 
84941 FLORIDA EAST COAST

LIONEL LION CHIEF PLUS #82296 
ERIE FT AA

LIONEL INSPECTION VEHICLE
COMMAND CONTROL28473 GN 

28475 UP 
28480 GTW

84075 ACL 84085 L&N

LIONEL E8 AA

LEGACY

 
82829 B&O 

82833 PERE MARQUETTE 
82834 SEABOARD

LIONEL E7 AA

LEGACY

39538 NKP 
39541 SP 
39542 WEYERHAEUSER

81444 PENNSYLVANIA 
81447 NS

LIONEL TIE JECTOR  
COMMAND CONTROL  

LIONEL #37067  
NEW YORK CENTRAL 
SPEEDER

SUPER SALE $89.99
LIONEL PICK-UP TRUCKS 

SUPER  
SALE 

 $89.99 EA.

LIONEL ALCO PA AA

 
 
82220 SP 
82223 RG 
82229 MP 

1933160 SF 
1933170 D&RG 
1933180 NYC 
1933200 SP 
1933210 UP

BTO

SALE $899.99 EA.

SALE $179.99 EA.

WITH BLUE TOOTH 
84270 B&O #3414 
84272 CNW #1725 

84274 MILWAUKEE 
84278 TH&B 
84280 WABASH

LIONEL TORPEDO GP-9

WITH BLUE TOOTH 
84282 BN #5716 
84283 BN #5723 

 
84284 D&H #757 
84286 GUILFORD

LIONEL U33C

81126 WP 
81129 MILWAUKEE 
81130 CNJ 
81132 N&W

LIONEL 1955 TRUCKS  
COMMAND CONTROL 

SALE $159.99 EA.

SUPER 
SALE  

$99.99 EA.

1933324 UP “Greyhound” #8044 
1933325 UP #8149 
1933326 UP “Fantasy” #119 
1933327 UP “Fantasy” #60 JUPITER

WITH BLUE TOOTH 
85050 CSX #4849 
85051 EMD #8665 
85052 EMD #1201 

 
85053 KCS #4156 
85055 NS #1030 
85058 UP #8665

 
84259 UP #4062 
84260 CSX #4614 
84261 CSX #4621 

84264 SRR #3170 
84265 SRR #3200 
84267 SP #7500 
84269 WMD #7549

 
SALE $559.99 
84101 CSX #4843 

SALE $539.99EA. 
84102 EMDX #72 
84103 EMDX #73

LIONEL 
SD70Ace

LIONEL SD60E #83422 NS 911 
FIRST RESPONDERS

LIONEL 
ES44AC

LIONEL 
SD-40

82282 CONRAIL #6308 
82283 CONRAIL #6350 
82284 CONRAIL #6300 

82285 SP #8402 
82286 SP #8457 
82289 CLINCHFIELD

LEGACY

LIONEL #82761 UNION PACIFIC 
SD-90MAC

BTO

SALE $549.99

SUPER  
SALE  
$549.99 
EA.

LIONEL 
SD-60M

SALE $589.99EA. 
84401 BN #9200 
84402 BN #9225 
84407 CSX #8783 
84408 CSX #8784 
84409 NS #6808 
84410 NS #6815 
84411 UP #6165 
84412 UP #6187 

 
SUPER SALE 
$549.99 EA.  
84404 SOO #6061 
84405 CONRAIL #5504 
84406 CONRAIL#5510 
BEST DEAL 
$519.99 
84400 BN #1991

BTO

BTO

THE PRODUCTS WE SELL ARE NOT TOYS AND ARE NOT INTENDED FOR USE BY CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 14. THESE PRODUCTS ARE MODEL RAILROAD EQUIPMENT & ACCESSORIES AND ARE INTENDED FOR USE BY ADULTS.

23401 AMTRAK PAC 
23402 AMTRAK CALIFORNIA 
23403 CASCADES

SALE 
$329.99 EA.

WILLIAMS F59 
PHI with SOUND

WILLIAMS GP-30 
WITH TRUE-BLAST 
PLUS SOUND

WILLIAMS 
GP-38  
with SOUND

SUPER SALE 
$199.99

#22904 GREAT NORTHERN

SUPER SALE 
$184.99

SUPER SALE 
$199.99 EA.

WILLIAMS #21457 UNION PACIFIC 
with SOUND  

WILLIAMS HERITAGE SERIES  
NORFOLK SOUTHERN  
GE DASH-9
with SOUND

SUPER 
SALE 

$219.99 
EA.

20430 CENTRAL OF GEORGIA 
20431 SOUTHERN 
20432 LEHIGH VALLEY 
20433 PENNSYLVANIA 
20434 NICKLE PLATE ROAD

WILLIAMS SCALE 44 TON WITH  
TRUE-BLAST PLUS SOUND
23102 SANTA FE 
23104 DENVER RIO GRANDE 
23105 PENNSYLVANIA 
23107 UNION PACIFIC

SUPER SALE 
$169.99 EA.

23103 SOUTHERN 
23106 CANADIAN NATIONAL

BEST DEAL $149.99 EA.

SUPER DEAL 
$179.99 EA. 
21832 JERSEY CENTRAL 
21833 ERIE

WILLIAMS HERITAGE SERIES 
 NORFOLK SOUTHERN SD-90

SUPER SALE 
$199.99 EA. 
21830 LACKAWANNA 
21831 NEW YORK CENTRAL

SUPER 
SALE 

$199.99 EA.

WILLIAMS NW2 
WITH TRUE-BLAST 
PLUS SOUND

21650 BOSTON & MAINE 
21651 PENNSYLVANIA 
21652 UNION PACIFIC, black 
21653 WESTERN PACIFIC

21222 UNION PACIFIC 
21223 CSX 
21225 SANTA FE

TRAIN WORLD IS LIONEL‘S LARGEST DEALER IN THE WORLD!

COMMAND CONTROL

COMMAND CONTROL

SALE $319.99

SALE 
$299.99 

EA.

MTH 
SW-8
30-20406-1 SP 
30-20409-1 NICKEL PLATE RD.

30-20436-1 CHRISTMAS 
30-20472-1 NORFOLK SOUTHERN  
30-20473-1 UNION PACIFIC
MTH SD70ACE

MTH DASH 8 with  
SPECIAL MULTI COLOR LED  

LIGHTING  
EFFECTS

MTH F-3 ABA SALE $499.99 EA.

MTH NORFOLK SOUTHERN 
SD70ACE PLUS CABOOSE

MTH 
ES44AC

30-20361-1 FIRST RESPONDERS

30-20362-1 VETERANS

SALE $329.99 
30-20570-1 SANTA FE, #778 
SUPER DEAL $309.99 
30-20413-1 CIT RAIL

SALE 
$359.99 

EA.

30-20461-1 RI 
30-20462-1 SF 

30-20463-1 ACL 
30-20552-1 ALASKA

MTH 
SD70ACE

MTH 
ES44AC
SALE  
$439.99 EA. 
20-20736-1 UP 
20-20738-1 CITI RAIL 
20-20740-1 SF

SALE  
$474.99 EA. 
20-21122-1 UP #7400 
20-21123-1 UP #7419 
20-21124-1 GE DEMO

SALE $339.99 
20-20636-1 UNION PACIFIC

SALE  
$499.99 EA.

MTH ALP46 
ELECTRIC

20-5689-1 AMTRAK  . . . . .$449.99

20-5700-1 NJT #4600 
20-5701-1 NJT #4654

20-5708-1 #4915 
20-5710-1 #4939 SALE $439.99 EA.

MTH AMTRAK 
AEM-7

SALE $499.99 EA.

MTH INGERSOLL RAND 
BOX CAB

MTH 20-20953-1 UNION PACIFIC 
SPIRIT SD70ACe

SUPER SALE  
$299.99 

30-20369-1 NEW YORK CENTRAL

LIONEL FT POWERED B-UNIT  
LION CHIEF PLUS

84416 GREAT NORTHERN

SALE  
$599.99

BTO

BTO

BTO

BTO

BTO

BTO

LIONEL LION CHIEF PLUS GP7

SUPER SALE 
$339.99

SALE  
$339.99 EA. 
30-20635-1 Geo. BUSH #4141 
30-20636-1 UNION PACIFIC #9096

SALE $474.99 EA. 
20-21155-1 GEO. BUSH #4141 
20-21156-1 UNION PACIFIC 9096 
20-21157-1 KCS #4006 
20-21158-1 UNION PACIFIC #1943 
20-21159-1 CNW #1995 
20-21160-1 MOPAC #1982

SALE  
$439.99 
20-20794-1 AMTRAK, Salute Veterans

WILLIAMS F-3 AA POWERED 
& DUMMY with SOUND

BEST DEAL $149.99 
21834 READING

MTH GP38-2
SALE  
$469.99 
20-20904-1 ILLINOIS CENTRAL GULF

 MTH 
SW-9

SALE  
$449.99 
20-21079-1 NEW YORK & ATLANTIC #261 
20-21080-1 NEW YORK & ATLANTIC #262

CONVENTIONAL

SUPER SALE 
$389.99 3-Car Set

20107 BOSTON & MAINE
SUPER SALE $199.99 EA.

SUPER SALE  
$399.99 
20-20645-1 NEW YORK CONTAINER

30-20490-1 PITTSBURGH & SHAWMUT 
30-20585-1 CAMBRIA/INDIANA 
30-20586-1 NEW HAVEN #642 
30-20588-1 UNION PACIFIC #1874

LIONEL  BIPOLAR BTO

WILLIAMS 70 TONER 
TRUE-BLAST PLUS  
SOUND

23301 AMTRAK PHASE V 
23302 AMTRAK PHASE I

 

- Limited Quantities All Rights Reserved 
- Minimum UPS standard shipping & handling charge $10.99 
- Prices are subject to change without notice 
- 15% Re-Stocking Fee on returns  12C/19F

TRAINWORLD® 
TRAINLAND®

SHOP ON-LINE  
trainworld.com

SIGN UP FOR TRAINWORLD  
E-MAIL SALES & NEWS

E-mail orders @ trainworld.com

TOLL FREE 1-800-541-7010  
INFO 1-718-436-7072 

751 McDonald Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11218

   MTH PREMIER MTH RAILKING LIONEL LIONEL WILLIAMS

SALE $409.99 EA. 
20-21112-1 EASTMAN KODAK 
20-21113-1 SPRINGFIELD 
20-21115-1 MIDDLETOWN 
20-21117-1 STATEN ISLAND

SALE 
$319.99 EA.

 MTH 
SW-1

30-20598-1 REPUBLIC STEEL #353 
30-20599-1 INLAND STEEL #76 
30-20600-1 ALASKA #1204 
30-20601-1 PERE MARQUETTE #11 
30-20634-1 PENNSYLVANIA #8593

ES44DC SALE 
$474.99 EA.

20-21120-1 CSX #5218 
20-21121-1 CSX #5225

SALE $473.99  
20-20961-1 EMD DEMO #1608
SALE $429.99 
20-20518-1 UNION PACIFIC

20-20723-1 GN 20-20725-1 B&O

20-20466-1 LI 
20-20468-1 SF 

20-20724-1 B&O 
20-20887-1 PRR

SUPER SALE $319.99 EA. MTH 
SW1200

20105 NS EXECUTIVE TRAIN

20108 ERIE

GE 44TON


