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Handcrafted Limited Edition Original Designs from

TO SEE OUR FULL SELECTION OF O GAUGE TRAIN STUFF,  VISIT WWW.MENARDS.COM/TRAINS!

For more information or to order, visit www.menards.com/trains

THE ALASKA RAILROAD HAS TONS OF HEAVY-DUTY EQUIPMENT TO 

MEET THE NEEDS OF THE ALASKAN FRONTIER!  

YOU'LL LOVE THESE CARS & LOADS!

•  Super-low deck rides 1-1/8" above the track!

•  Die-cast couplers and swing-type drawbar!

•  Fully sprung trucks with die-cast wheels!

• Metal axles with rotating bearing caps!

•  Wood composite, laser cut deck!

OUR 14-3/4" FLATCARS ARE SURE TO IMPRESS!

Alaska Railroad Flatcar with Cement Truck 
(279-3075) ... $34.99

Alaska Railroad Flatcar with Dump Truck 
(279-3074) ... $34.99

Alaska Railroad Flatcar with Excavator  
(279-3076) ... $34.99

•  Prebuilt and ready to go!
•  Prelit with four LED yardlights and three red blinking lights on the roof
•  Realistically weathered and backlit "Vetter Sash & Door Company" sign
•  Two rotating exhaust fans and 25 intricate windows
•  Includes three scale �gures and Jack the German Shepherd, two pallets 

with doors and windows, four dormers, a dust collector and a dumpster

Vetter Sash & 
Door Company
HO Gauge (279-5018) ..... $69.99
O Gauge (279-4324) ..... $109.99

Lionel® Panel Truck
Sold Separately (279-4222)
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THE INTERNATONAL TOY TRAIN EXPO IS ON TRACK FOR THIS SUMMER  

A 
dreary refrain, and one 
I’ve gotten tired of hearing, 
involves the allegedly 
impending demise of the 

hobby. These self-ordained prophets 
of doom tell me nobody is interested 
in trains (full-size or model) any-
more. They often add, “And train 
shows are withering on the vine.”

Well, color me skeptical.
Why? Because I’ve seen some-

thing you don’t see 
every day: the 
announcement of a 
brand-new regional 
train show – the 
International Toy Train 
Expo, which will be 
held this summer in 
Eau Claire, Wis. 

Organizing a train show from scratch is 
an immense undertaking. You don’t jump 
into a task like that without a healthy 
sense of optimism about the hobby’s 
future.

Among the Expo’s sponsors is the 
home-improvement (and train-making) 
chain Menards, which is headquartered in 
Eau Claire. A local hobby shop, Model 

Train Classics of Eau Claire, is 
handling the arrangements. 
Operation Life Saver, the rail-

road safety awareness program, is 
also on board as cosponsor.

Kalmbach Media, the publisher of Clas-
sic Toy Trains, Model Railroader, Trains, 
Garden Railways, Classic Trains, and 
Model Railroader Video Plus, is the exclu-
sive media partner for the International 
Toy Train Expo. 

We will be there, joining a long list of 
retailers, clubs with operating layouts, and 
manufacturers that heard about the show 

and immediately stepped up. Exhibi-
tor space in the 53,000-square-foot 
Chippewa Valley Expo Center sold 
out four months before the event!

Model railroading is a hobby in which 
one can participate in as much – or as lit-
tle – as one wishes. You can be creative or 
minimalist. You can duplicate a prototype 
in miniature or run trains on a simple oval 
of track. There are no rules – just the fun 
you have on your own terms. 

It is terrific that a new event, and one 
organized with a solid plan for the future, 
will be rocking the Wisconsin/Minnesota 
border this summer. See you at the Expo!

EDITOR’S  DESK
WITH BOB KELLER

Launching a new train show 

THE INTERNATIONAL  

TOY TRAIN EXPO 

WHEN: Sat., July 7 and Sun., July 8, 2018 
WHERE: Chippewa Valley Expo Center,  
5150 Old Mill Plaza, Eau Claire, Wis. 54703
TICKETS: Advance - $2.50 (from Menards 
retail outlets or www.Menards.com.) Same 
day - $5. Children under 18 admitted free. 
MORE INFO: www.International 
ToyTrainExpo.com.

DO YOU HAVE A STORY?

Readers just like you provide stories featured in Classic Toy Trains. To submit 

an article and photos, send your work to Classic Toy Trains magazine, 21027 

Crossroads Circle, P.O. Box 1612, Waukesha, WI 53187. Write the words “Manuscript 

Enclosed” on the envelope and include a suitable stamped, self-addressed envelope 

for the return of your material if we cannot use it. Articles and photographs are paid 

for on acceptance.

We assume no responsibility for the safe return of unsolicited material. Email  

submissions can be sent to manuscripts@classictoytrains.com.

Before preparing an article, contact us to determine whether we’re interested. 

Guidelines for writing articles and taking photographs are available from our website. 

If you are a manufacturer or supplier and would like to see your products in our 

News or Reviews columns, please email editor@classictoytrains.com, or call 262-796-

8776 for information. Classic Toy Trains assumes that letters, new product information, 

and other unsolicited materials are contributed gratis. 
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OUR MISSION
Classic Toy Trains is the indispensable source for toy train 

hobbyists. Our mission is to enhance our readers’ 

enjoyment of the toy train hobby by publishing useful 

information and engaging insights about layouts,  

how-to projects, and hobby news and heritage.

NEED HELP?
For questions about new subscriptions, existing 

subscriptions, and magazine delivery, or to make an 

address change or purchase products, contact:

CUSTOMER SALES & SERVICE

Phone: 877-243-4903

Outside the US and Canada: 813-910-3616

Customer Service: ClassicToyTrains@customersvc.com

Digital: ClassicToyTrains.Digital@customersvc.com

Back issues: ClassicToyTrains.SingleCopy@customersvc.

com

EDITORIAL & ADVERTISING
To contact our editorial staff, call us at 262-796-8776,  

fax us at 262-796-1142, or send an email to editor@

ClassicToyTrains.com.

To contact our advertising department, call us at  

888-558-1544, or send an email to adsales@

ClassicToyTrains.com.

RETAIL QUESTIONS
Phone: 800-558-1544

Outside U.S. and Canada: 262-796-8776  Ext. 818

Fax: 262-798-6592

Email: tss@kalmbach.com

Web site: www.Retailers.Kalmbach.com

Outside the United States and Canada, call us at  

262-796-8776.

Art Director Elizabeth M. Weber

Photography Supervisor William Zuback

Production Specialist Sue Hollinger-Klahn

Art and Production Manager Michael Soliday

Ad Sales Manager Lori Schneider

Ad Sales Representative Martha Stanczak

Ad Sales Representative Mike Ferguson

Circulation Director Liz Runyon

New Business Manager Cathy Daniels

Retention Manager Kathy Steele

Single Copy Specialist Kim Redmond

CEO Dan Hickey

Senior Vice President, Sales and Marketing Daniel R. Lance

Vice President, Content Stephen C. George

Vice President, Consumer Marketing Nicole McGuire

Brand Manager Brian J. Schmidt

Advertising Sales Director Scott Redmond

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 
United States: 1 year (9 issues) $39.95; 2 years (18 issues) 
$74.95; 3 years (27 issues) $106.95. Canadian: Add $10.00 
postage per year. All other international subscriptions: Add 
$12.00 postage per year. Payable in U.S. funds, drawn on a 
U.S. bank (Canadian price includes GST) BN 12271 3209 RT. 

© 2018 Kalmbach Media Co. Title registered as trademark. All rights 
reserved. Printed in U.S.A.
Lionel and Gilbert catalog art reprinted with the
permission of The Lionel Corporation. 

Call or visit us online for 
your application today!

717.687.8623
www.tcamembers.org

TRAIN COLLECTORS ASSOCIATION™

JOIN TCA!
Friendships that 
Last a Lifetime!

Here are just a few great TCA benefits:

·  TCA Train Meets (including York, PA!)

·  *3* Publications: The Train Collectors 
Quarterly, National Headquarters News    
& TCA E-Train, our online magazine

·  TCA x-change (online marketplace)

·  National Toy Train Museum 

·  Toy Train Reference Library

1650 Sierra Avenue #203, Yuba City CA 95993
Phone 530-673-6776    Fax 530-673-5590

e-mail: info@westerndepot.com    web site: www.westerndepot.com
Open Tuesday through Saturday 10:00am to 5:30pm

Lionel
6-11153 Stourbridge Lion, Reg 430 SALE 425

6-18484 NS Dodge Track Car, Reg 70 SALE 50

6-18498 NYC Rotary Snow Plow, Reg 210 SALE 150

2344P/T NYC F3AA, Reg 500 SALE 400

6-24594 PRR Breakdown F7B, Reg 270 SALE 225

6-28594 WP&Y NW-2, Reg 300 SALE 270

6-31747 PRR BB1 Train Set, Reg 530 SALE 450

6-31753 GN #2551W Set, Reg 740 SALE 600

6-31771 267W Flying Yankee, Reg 600 SALE 565

6-31775 CB&Q #1562 GP-7 set, Reg 470 SALE 375

6-31778 #1484WS 4-6-4 Set, Reg 610 SALE 500

6-34514 WP Powered F7B, Reg 300 SALE 250

6-34686 Demo Centipede, Reg 2200 SALE 1800

6-38305 MILW GP7, Reg 220 SALE 180

6-38311 B&O 3-Car RDC Set, Reg 470 SALE 375

6-38312 ATSF F3 AA #2343, Reg 500 SALE 400

6-38419 UP U30C #2918 Legacy, Reg 530 SALE 390

6-38420 UP U30C #2897 Legacy, Reg 530 SALE 390

6-82220 SP PA AA Legacy, Reg 1000 SALE 940

6-82274 Chessie SD40 Legacy, Reg 650 SALE 610

6-82749 PRR GG-1 5-Stripe, Reg 1400 SALE 1325

6-82752 PRR GG-1 1-Stripe, Reg 1400 SALE 1325

6-83379 SP SD45 Legacy, Reg 650 SALE 610

6-83380 UP SD45 Legacy, Reg 650 SALE 610

6-83400 B&O H16-44 Legacy, Reg 550 SALE 510

Check our website for complete inventory 

If it is there, we have it in stock.

www.westerndepot.com
Expires July 31, 2018

You dream it.

www.trainlayouts.com  •  973-366-5788

East Coast Enterprises • Roman Electric

• Complex Multi-Level Track Plans

• TMCC™ and DCS Control Systems

• Multi-Train Operation

• Operating Accessories

• Yards and Switching

• Highly Detailed Scenery

We specialize in:

We build it.
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 offering 3D

 printing.

Just 90 miles north of Detroit, just off I-75.

410 Court St.
Saginaw, MI 48602

989-793-4753
Mon.-Sat. 9:30-5:30

www.brasseurelectrictrains.com

989-793-6887

ELECTRIC TRAINS

OVER 25,000 PARTS

40 years of Lionel service and sales. 
Authorized MTH service and sales.

Best Source for K-LINE parts.

Engines

Cars

Track

Structures

Figures

S Gauge Trains

68 Pg. Catalog send $10.00
American Models

11770 Green Oak Industrial Dr.

Whitmore Lake, MI 48189

www.americanmodels.com

Since 

1981
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The article about Frank’s career 
left out a few tales. A favorite of his 
relates to an S gauge layout he had 
to finish for a friend of A.C. Gil-
bert. Better, there’s also the never-
before-published plan of that inge-
nious layout – a project for any 
American Flyer modeler to tackle.

SOMETHING FOR A FRIEND

One question virtually every 
American Flyer enthusiast asked 
when meeting Frank related to 
whether he had ever met A.C. Gil-
bert. Frank was pleased to say he 
had … and then launched into 
another fascinating story.

Not long after starting work for 
the Gilbert Co. in the late 1940s, 

Frank to his surprise had received 
a summons to the office of its 
founder. Mr. Gilbert exchanged 
pleasantries with his much 
younger employee before mention-
ing his friend Electra Havemayer 
Webb. She and her husband, he 
told Frank, had accompanied Gil-
bert on hunting trips. Now she 
wanted a layout.

What Gilbert probably failed to 
explain to Frank was something 
about the background of his 
friend. Electra Webb, a member of 
one of the wealthiest families in 
New York, loved Americana. To 
preserve artifacts and save relics, 
she had caravaned throughout 
New England, acquiring weather 

GREAT AMERICAN FLYER DISPLAY

BUILDER FRANK CASTIGLIONE 

CAME TO THE RESCUE

F 
rank Castiglione, an imaginative and 
industrious builder of displays for the 
A.C. Gilbert Co. during the years after 

World War II, loved to tell stories about his 
days at the toy firm. As readers learned in 
All-Star Electric Trains, the new special-
interest publication from Classic Toy Trains, 
Frank contributed to memorable S gauge 
layouts at three of the Halls of Science asso-
ciated with the Gilbert Co. He also designed 
items for television programs.

vanes, woodcarvings, and quilts. 
She bought barns, railroad depots, 
houses, schools, and even a light-
house, having them transported to 
her estate in Shelburne, Vt.

After the war, Mrs. Webb began 
exhibiting her treasures in some of 
the 20 building she owned. Natu-
rally, in the course of amassing an 
enormous collection of vintage 
housewares, she had accumulated 
every sort of rustic plaything. 

Fascinated by the hundreds of 
toys she owned and prepared to 
show the public, Mrs. Webb con-
cluded any sort of display would be 
enhanced by an operating layout 
featuring contemporary electric 
model trains and accessories. Her 

friendship with A.C. motivated her 
to contact him to outline what she 
wanted for an S gauge railroad.

REACHING OUT TO FRANK

After patiently listening to Mrs. 
Webb’s increasingly growing list of 
items and special effects, Gilbert 
paused and tried to figure out how 
he might gratify her wishes without 
losing his sanity. The solution to 
his woes? He contacted Frank.

“I thought I had been fired!” 
Frank said when asked about his 
reaction to getting a call to meet 
with Gilbert. Then in a deep voice 
he imitated Gilbert: ‘“I hear you’re 
the display man. Why don’t you get 
this woman off my back?’”

But there were plenty of other 
jobs to do first, which might be 
why work on the layout didn’t 
begin until March 1954. By then, 
A. C. Gilbert had chosen Maurice 
Romer, who was supervising the 
development of the Flyer line, to 

By Roger Carp

A layout for A.C. Gilbert’s friend
Frank Castiglione 
was on the Gilbert 
payroll for less 
than a decade 
after World War II, 
yet he contributed 
to the design and 
completion of 
several notable 
displays. The best 
and certainly most 
influential of them 
were S gauge 
railroads at the 
Gilbert Hall of 
Science in New 
York City.

The project that 
in time became 
an 8 x 12-foot 
display of Flyer   
S gauge trains 
and accessories 
at the Shelburne 
Museum in 
Vermont began 
as a 7½ x 19-foot 
design for one of 
A.C. Gilbert’s 
good friends. 
Maury Romer 
sketched the 
layout, and Frank 
Castiglione 
finished it. 

EXCLUSIVE

50  Classic Toy Trains • March 2018

FROM OUR READERS

6  Classic Toy Trains • July 2018

Museum Flyer display
I want to thank Roger Carp for his arti-

cle, “A layout for A.C. Gilbert’s Friend,” in 
the March issue of Classic Toy Trains. I 
especially enjoyed seeing Maury Romer’s 
drawing of the planned layout. Those must 
have been amazing days working to dis-
play such a huge collection of Americana 
and have the trains fit in perfectly. I am 

sure that Frank Castiglione never forgot 
his time in Vermont!

I am part of a group of volunteers that 
built and maintains the current American 
Flyer display layout at the Shelburne 
Museum. Of course, I am very familiar 
with the story of how Electra Havemayer 
Webb twisted A.C. Gilbert’s arm to build 
and install a “modern” model railroad to 
go with her collection of antique toys. You 
can find A.C. Gilbert’s name in the guest 
book of her Vermont home. Those two 
must have been a quite a pair! 

Ed Bianchi

South Burlington, Vt.

Look for an article on the current Shel-
burne Museum S gauge layout 
in an upcoming issue of CTT. 

– Editor

Massive power
In the May Product 

Reviews, Associate Editor 
Bob Keller discusses the mas-
sive size and strength of the 
Chesapeake & Ohio 2-6-6-6. 

On page 57, Bob states the tender has six-
wheel trucks. However in the accompany-
ing photograph one can clearly see the rear 
tender truck actually has eight wheels. 
This gives the locomotive an even might-
ier appearance, much like the centipede 
tenders of the New York Central.

Jim Steed

Blairsville, Ga. 

Correction
As always, the detailed description of 

the Lionel no. 204 steam engine and ten-
der (May Collectible Classics) was very 
enlightening and enjoyable.

However there was one minor error.  
The 2018 edition of Greenberg’s Pocket 

Price Guide to Lionel Trains 
values the gunmetal gray ver-
sion at $180 in excellent con-
dition and $165 in good con-
dition. The article had those 
values reversed.

This certainly did not 
detract from the fine article!

Brian Dugan

Bay City, Mich.

Layout salutes 1950 Lionel
I greatly enjoyed the fine 

article about my layout and 
1950 Lionel O gauge collection 
in the May issue of Classic Toy 
Trains (“Build a layout that 
highlights 1950 Lionel”). How-
ever, my one regret about the 

article is that CTT used an 
older “mid-development” pho-
tograph of the layout showing 
a rather barren landscape. 

I have since added more 
Lionel accessories, many 
period Plasticville buildings, 
landscaping, roads, figures and 

vehicles — all using 
my simple “old 
school” approach to 
such items but a big 
improvement none-
theless. 

I have included 
a photo of the cur-
rent layout from the 

vantage point of the opening 
photo you used on pages 48 
and 49 so your readers can see 
the improvements. 

Thanks again for a great 
article!

Bob Banks

Lake Bluff, Ill.

It’s wonderful to see a lay-
out that I (and I’m sure many 
others) can relate to. Not all of 
us can build, afford, or find 
room for most of the hi-rail 
layouts usually featured in the 
pages of Classic Toy Trains. 

Bob Banks’ display (May 
issue) is more like what I have 
in my basement. This is the 
sort of layout I dreamed of 
while looking at those Lionel 
catalogs way back when. I say 
Bravo to him, and thank you, 
CTT, for this article.

Art Young

New Freedom, Pa.

LIONEL IN 1950 AND A.C. GILBERT’S SHELBURNE MUSEUM LAYOUT

LETTERS

HAVE A COMMENT? 

Write  to “CTT Letters” at Classic Toy Trains, P.O. Box 
1612, Waukesha, WI 53187-1612, or email us at  
correspond@ClassicToyTrains.com and put the 
words “letters” in the subject line.

As shown in this recent photograph, Bob Banks has 

continued to improve his O gauge salute to 1950 

Lionel, featured in the May issue of Classic Toy 

Trains. It now features additional Lionel accessories, 

along with many period Plasticville buildings, roads, 

vehicles, and figures, while staying true to its “old 

school” style of scenery. Photo courtesy Bob Banks
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VIEW WEBSITE FOR LIONEL 2018 ‘BIG BOOK RELEASE

GRZYBOSKI’S TRAINS CTT JULY ISSUE 2018

LIONEL ITEMS ‘ON SALE’

LIONEL LIONCHIEF ENGINES
 

 

83286 John Deere 0-8-0 Loco/Tender (no box) ................165.00

83605 Presidents LC+ Mikado w/Bluetooth ......................359.95

81480E John Deere RS-3 Diesel (no box-set breakup) ......129.95

 

84253 Pere Marquette LC+ Berkshire w/BT .....................377.95

84255 Lionel Lines LC+ Bershire w/BT ............................377.95

37110 /37191 10” Terminal Track w/36 Watt Pack .............15.95

37110 /37191 10” Terminal Track w/54 Watt Pack .............24.95

LIONEL SETS w/TUBULAR TRACK
1050 New Englander Steam Freight Set (sealed) ..........275.00

1053 James Gang General Freight Set (sealed) ............195.00

1072 Cross Country TPW Freight Set (sealed) ..............295.00

1250 NYC Hudson Freight Service Station Set ..............300.00

1253 Quicksilver Express Alco Passenger Set (sealed) .195.00

1254 Black Cave Flyer Set - (sealed) .............................110.00

1264 NIBCO Express NW-2 Freight ...............................150.00

1186 Cross Country Illnois Central GP-9 Frt. Set ...........395.00

1351 B&O General Passenger Set (sealed) ...................295.00

1355 Commando Assault Train Set ................................295.00

1380 U.S. Steel Industrial Switcher Set (DC-power) ........95.00

1384 Southern 2-4-0 Steam Freight Set .........................125.00

1387 Milwaukee Road 4-4-2 Steam/Pass. Set ...............265.00

1388 Santa Fe ‘Golden State Arrow’ Diesel Frt-sealed ..295.00

1403  Redwood Valley General 4-4-0 Freight Set ..........195.00

1460 Chessie ‘Grand National’ Diesel Freight-sealed ....295.00

1463 Coca-Cola NW-2 Frt. (partially sealed) ..................195.00

1463 Coca-Cola NW-2 Frt. (sealed) ...............................225.00

1501 Santa Fe ‘Midland Freight’ 0-4-0 Set (sealed) .......125.00

1585 75th Anniversary Commemorative Set ..................195.00

1664 Illionis Central Diesel Frt. Drawbridge Set .............325.00

1764 GM&O “Heartland Express’ Diesel Freight Set ......250.00

1765 Great Northern ‘Rocky Moutain’ Diesel Freight .....295.00

11701 Rock Island ‘Rail Blazer’ 0-4-0 Freight Set ............125.00

11707 Amtrak ‘Silver Spike’ Alco Passenger Set-sealed ..225.00

11708 Penna. ‘Midnight Shift’ Industrial Switcher Frt. ......150.00

11714 Badlands Express 0-4-0 Steam Set (sealed).........150.00

11716 Lionelville Circus General Set................................195.00

11720 Santa Fe 2-4-0 Steam Freight Set (sealed) ...........125.00

11723 Amtrak RS-3 Diesel Work Train Set ......................265.00

11726 Erie-Lackawanna RS-3 Freight Set .......................245.00

 ...........195.00

11741 Soo Line “Northwest Exp’  NW-2 Ft. Set................195.00

11745 U.S. Navy NW-2 Feight Set (sealed) .....................265.00

11747 Lionel Lines 4-6-2 Steam Freight Set (sealed) ......225.00

11751 Pennsylvania 4-4-2 Steam w/3 Pass. Cars ...........195.00

11757 Chrysler Mopar 4-4-2 Steam Freight Set ...............195.00

11770 SEARS Circus Steam Freight Set .........................195.00

11771 Micro Racers Express Steam Freight Set................95.00

11773 SEARS NYC 4-4-2 Steam w/3 Passenger Cars ....195.00

11775 Budweiser Steam Freight Set ................................145.00

 .................195.00

11789 Illnois Central Steam Passenger Set .....................195.00

11810 Budweister GP-9 Freight Set .................................195.00

11820 Red Wing Shoes NYC 4-4-2 Steam Frt (sealed) ...150.00

11800 Heavy Iron Thunder Steam Frt. Toy-r-Us Set ........225.00

11814 Ford Motor Co. 4-4-2 Steam Freight (sealed)........195.00

11818 Chrysler Mopar NW-2 Freight Set (sealed) ...........195.00

11822 Chevrolet Bow Tie Express Steam Freight ............225.00

11900 Santa Fe 4-4-2 Steam Freight Set (sealed) ...........175.00

11910 Lionel Lines 4-4-2 Steam Freight Set ....................195.00

11921 Lionel  Cola Soda 4-4-2 Steam Freight Set ...........175.00

11935 Little League Baseball Steam Freight Set .............175.00

11971 Delaware & Hudson Steam Freight Set (sealed) ...195.00

21972 Frisco GP-7 Diesel Freight Set (sealed) ................195.00

21975 Burlington 4-6-4 Steam Frt/Signalsounds ..............275.00

21976 Centennial 4-4-2 Steam Freight (sealed)...............195.00

21988 NYC Hudson Frt w/Railsounds -O Gauge Track ...395.00

31902 Penna. K-4 Steam Freight w/O-Gauge Track ........495.00

31915 Chessie GP-38 Diesel Freight Set .........................225.00

31916 Santa Fe 4-6-4 Steam Freight Set .........................295.00

31918 C&O 4-6-4 Hudson Jr Freight w/SignalSounds .....245.00

 .......395.00

31931 Ballyhoo Bros. Circus Steam Set...........................275.00

31933 Santa Fe 2-8-4 Berkshire Freight Set ....................325.00

LIONEL BOXED SETS
1070 Chessie ‘Royal Ltd.’ Diesel Frt.(sealed) .................295.00

 ............295.00

1160 Burlington ‘Great Lakes’ Diesel Frt. Set .................295.00

1260 N&W ‘Continental Limited’ Dieset Frt  ...................295.00

 ...........395.00

1450 Rio Grande F-3 Freight SSS (sealed)....................395.00

1502 NYC ‘Yardchief’ 0-4-0 Steam Freight Set ..............195.00

1579 Milwaukee Road F-3 Freight SSS (sealed) ...........350.00

1632 Santa Fe 0-4-0 Work Train Freight Set ..................195.00

1652 B&O GP-7 Diesel Freight Set ................................195.00

1867 Milwaukee Road Frt. Set 9 (sealed)  .....................295.00

1868 M&StL GP-9 Freight SSS ......................................195.00

 .........................295.00

1971 Reading ‘Quaker City’ Set (sealed)  ......................295.00

11704 Southern Geep Diesel Freight Set .........................195.00

11705 Chessie SD-40 Hoppper St ‘O’ Set ........................350.00

11706 Virginian Truckee ‘Dry Gulch’ General Pass.Set ...295.00

11712 Great Lakes Steam Passenger Set .......................295.00

11713  Santa Fe Dash 8-40B Freight Set..........................395.00

11715 90th Anniversary GP-9 Train Set ...........................250.00

11719  Delaware & Hudson RS-3 Freight Set  ..................245.00

 .......................295.00

11738 Soo Line GP-38 Diesel Freight Set........................275.00

11744 NYC RS-3 Diesel Freight/Passenger Set ..............245.00

11749  Western Maryland GP-20 Hopper Set  ..................245.00

11758 Desert King D&RG Steam Freight Set...................195.00

11912 Lionel Steel Ore Car Set  .......................................250.00

51502 Lionel Steel Ore Car (addon to #11912)  .................59.95

 ...................295.00

21758 Bethlehem Steel Service Station (sealed)  ............395.00

21788 Missile Launch Set (Postwar Celebration)  ............395.00

21951 World War II Troop Train Set (sealed) ...................495.00

 ..........175.00

52300 LCCA Halloween General Set ...............................395.00

LIONEL PREMIUM BOXED SET
11909 N&W J / Coal Hopper Weathered Set ...................695.00

 ............895.00

21787 Blue Comet Scale 4-6-2 Passenger Set ................995.00

21789 Norfolk Southenrn GP-9 Diesel / Trailer Set ..........395.00

21950 Maersk SD-70 Maxi Stack Set (sealed) .................895.00

31705 NYC Hudson Passenger 50th Ann. Set (sealed) .1295.00

31711 Wabash F-3 ‘AB’ Freight Set -PWC .......................595.00

31712 U.P. PA Alco Aluminum Passenger Set-TMCC ......995.00

31714 Amtrak Acela Passenger Set (sealed) .................1795.00

31736 C.P. Rail Grain Train Set ........................................795.00

 ......595.00

83092 Bethlehem Steel City Steam/Freight LEGACY ....1074.95

LNL SET BREAKUPS(most no box)
26652 NYC Green Gondola w/Yellow Canisters ................15.95

26672 Penna. Flatcar w/REA Piggyback Trailers ...............34.95

36650 Penna. Porthole (RED) Caboose.............................25.00

36672 Norfolk Southern Porthole Caboose ........................29.95

37034 NYC Operating Helicopter Car ................................29.95

81341 Great Northern Piggyback Trailer Car .....................44.95

81346 D&H Red Coil Covered Gondola .............................39.95

81348 New York Central Brown B/W Caboose...................39.95

81484 John Deere Lighted Caboose ..................................39.95

81842 John Deere Boxcar ..................................................39.95

82326 Western Maryland WoodChip Hopper Car ..............44.95

82327 C&O Hi-Cube Boxcar...............................................34.95

82328 Chessie Extended Vision Caboose .........................34.95

82439 Railbox Hi-Cube Boxcar ..........................................34.95

82946 Chessie Coil Covered Gondola ...............................39.95

83055 Lehigh Valley Coil Covered Gondola .......................44.95

83288 John Deere Flatcar w/2 Tractors..............................59.95

STEAM LOCOMOTIVES w/TMCC
18045 Commodore Vanderbilt Gray (Sealed)...................650.00

18056 New York Central J1E Hudson (Sealed) ................695.00

18093 C&NW 4-6-4 Die-Cast Hudson ..............................225.00

28012 Commdore Vanderbilt-Red (250 produced) ...........995.00

........................275.00

 ............................1095.00

28051 B&O EM-1 2-8-8-2 (Box has some wear) ..............795.00

28052 Norfolk & Western Articulated Class-A (Scale) ......895.00

28057 Southern 4-6-2 Mountain (Scale)...........................695.00

 ..................695.00

28069 NYC (Century Club) Niagara (Scale) .....................895.00

28072 New York Central J3A Hudson (Scale) ..................795.00

28074 Nickel Plate Road Berkshire (USA made) .............550.00

28075 Chesapeake & Ohio Mallet (Scale)........................695.00

28076 Nickel Plate Road Mallet (Scale) ...........................795.00

28078 Pennsylvania 2-10-4 J-1a (Scale)..........................995.00

28079 C&O 2-10-4 Class T4 (Scale) ................................795.00

 ......795.00

 ............995.00

38012 Wheeling & Lake Erie Mallet (Scale) .....................750.00

38025 Pennsylvania K-4 #1361 (Scale) ...........................795.00

38044 Pennsylvania K-4 #5385 (Scale) ...........................795.00

38028 Pennsylvania S-2 Turbine (Scale) .........................995.00

 ....1295.00

38040 Lehigh Valley 4-6-0 Camelback .............................395.00

38052 Pere Marquette Berkshire #1223 (Scale) ..............995.00

 .....1095.00

 ...............................995.00

 ....................795.00

38082 Pennsylvania 2-8-8-2 Y3 (Scale) ...........................895.00

 ................650.00

38095 Norfolk & Western J 4-8-4 (Scale) .........................995.00

STEAM LOCO. CONVENTIONAL
3100 Great Northern 4-8-4 w/5 Frts (F.A.R.R. #3) ..........395.00

8101 Chicago & Alton Hudson w/5 Pass. Cars...............495.00

............................495.00

8506 Pennsylvania 0-4-0 Switcher (from 1970s) ............100.00

8606 Boston & Albany Hudson (Sealed in Shipper) .......495.00

8900 Santa Fe 4-6-4 w/5 Frt. Cars (FARR #1) ...............395.00

18001 Rock Island 4-8-4 Northern w/whistle ....................250.00

18002 New York Central Gray Hudjson w/whistle ............395.00

18006 Reading Scale T-1 w/Railsounds ...........................495.00

 .....................395.00

18009 New York Central Mohawk w/Railsounds ..............475.00

18011 Chessie Scale T-1 w/Railsounds ...........................495.00

18018 Southern Scale 2-8-2 Mikado w/Railsounds ..........495.00

18601 Great Northern 4-4-2 ...............................................95.00

18606 New York Central 2-6-4 .........................................125.00

 ......................................125.00

 ............................................125.00

18610 Rock Island 0-4-0 Switcher ....................................100.00

18612 Chicago & Northwestern 4-4-2 ..............................100.00

18615 Grand Trunk 4-4-2 .................................................100.00

18653 Boston & Albany 4-6-2 w/whistle ...........................150.00

18660 Canadian National 4-6-2 w/whistle ........................150.00

18662 Pennsylvania 0-4-0 Switcher .................................125.00

 LIONEL ‘LARGE SCALE’ G ITEMS
81000 D&RG Gold Rust Set (sealed) ...............................199.95

81001 Penna. Thunder Mountain Passenger (sealed) .....199.95

81002 Santa Fe Frontier Steam Frt. (sealed) ...................149.95

 ...................199.95

81014 James Red Engine/Troublesome Trucks Set ........199.95

81016 Thomas the Tank Deluxe Set (sealed)...................249.95

85108 B&O 0-4-0 Steam Locomotive .................................99.95

82000 Straight Track ............................................................4.00

Take the Mainline to Manchester, NH!

Lionel 
Operating  
Train  
Society

Manchester Model Train Show
Saturday, July 14, 2018 

Manchester Downtown Hotel 

Open to the Public: 10 am – 4 pm. 

Admission: $5.00 (kids under 16 free).

 

Convention Highlights Include: 

For convention or LOTS membership information, visit www. lots-trains.org or call (513) 598-8240
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YOUR  PICTURES

PHOTO ALBUM

▲ GEORGE FLANAGAN’S O GAUGE LAYOUT

The creek catches your attention first, thanks to the strands of ice and bare branches along its banks. 

George Flanagan created the murky waters to leave the powerful impression of an industrial town in 

decline, with pollution and uncertainty characterizing life there. Then, of course, you note the pair of 

Norfolk Southern SD70M-2 road diesels braking around the curve. George, whose O gauge layout will 

be showcased in an upcoming issue of Classic Toy Trains, has lightly weathered his MTH models so they 

fit with the general environment he’s modeling on his Linganore Valley RR in New Market, Md.



▲ CHRISTOPHER DE AUGUSTINE’S O GAUGE LAYOUT

Every engineer knows the pleasures of sitting in the cab of a powerful loco-

motive as it rolls along a beautifully maintained route under clear skies and 

without a grade crossing in sight. O gauge enthusiast Christopher 

DeAugustine, who is responsible for operating this pair of CSX road diesels 

developed by MTH Electric Trains, captured the fun on his O gauge railroad in 

West Chester, Pa. The lead unit is a replica of a General Electric ES44AC-H.

www.ClassicToyTrains.com    9

PLEASE SEND your best pictures to CTT Photo Album, 21027 

Crossroads Circle, Waukesha, WI 53187-1612 or email them to 

photoalbum@ClassicToyTrains.com. Digital photos must be 

taken with the camera set at the largest-possible file size. 

Include your name, address, and daytime telephone number; a 

description of each image; and the name of the photographer 

or layout owner. If your photo is published, we will pay you $50 

as long as we have not previously bought the photo.

For help on taking pictures, go to www.ClassicToyTrains.

com/SubmissionGuidelines. That will lead you to a number of 

tips on improving your photographic skills as well as assistance 

with depth-of-field, lighting, and composition. 

WANT TO CONTRIBUTE?
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PHOTO ALBUM

 ◀ ALAN SAKALAS’ 

O GAUGE LAYOUT

A Baltimore & Ohio 

2-8-2 light Mikado from 

Lionel prepares to 

leave town on the 

point of a short freight. 

Alan Sakalas photo-

graphed this night 

scene on the Basement 

& Southern Ry., a layout 

he built at his home in 

Cincinnati, Ohio. Alan 

says the 8 x 14-foot O 

gauge railroad is the 

culmination of his 60 

years in the hobby and 

a tribute to the store 

displays he recalled 

from his childhood in 

Parkville, Md.

▲ MARVIN STROM’S O GAUGE LAYOUT

The residents of Marvin Strom’s O gauge wonderland can spend their summer days camping in the mountains, 

swimming in the town’s pool, or hiking in the nearby desert. A few people are content to just stay home, grab 

lawn chairs and admire the BNSF freight trains that rumble past on a regular basis. Bruce Strom joined them to 

photograph the three-rail activity on the model railroad his father constructed in Elgin, Ill.
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▲ LARRY POLAND’S 

STANDARD GAUGE LAYOUT

The mining vignette on the upper 

level of Larry Poland’s Standard 

gauge layout in Carol Stream, Ill., 

makes clever use of an American 

Flyer tunnel and a Lionel no. 33 

electric with no. 116 hoppers. 

Nearby, a Milwaukee Road 

Hiawatha from Lionel slips by the 

edge of Larry’s home display. 

Pretty cool how he has embel-

lished the Lionel no. 840 industrial 

power station with smoke and a 

sign from Miller Engineering. 

 
◀ RICH GABRYSZEWSKI’S     

S GAUGE LAYOUT

An S gauge railroad showcasing 

trains from the postwar and mod-

ern eras in only 32 square feet? 

Rich Gabryszewski has pulled off 

a feat that seems as unlikely as 

these American Flyer Texas & 

Pacific GP7 road diesels outpacing 

a recent model of a Chicago & 

North Western SD60. An article on 

Rich’s layout in Gettysburg, Pa., is 

coming soon in Classic Toy Trains.



WITH KENT JOHNSON

VIDEO PLUS
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P
ssst! Can you keep a secret? In 
my experience, asking someone to 
do that is one way to make sure 
discrete intel gets broadcast far 

and wide. Which is why I couldn’t possibly 
(wink, wink) tell you about a top-secret 
way to see insider details of the all-new O 
gauge project layout soon to appear in the 
September 2018 Classic Toy Trains!

It’s so hard for me to avoid shouting it 
out, but YES, staff members from CTT 
and MR Video Plus recently teamed up 
to build the City Terminal & Transfer 
Railway (CT&T), a small 5 x 9-foot lay-
out that’s really big on city scenery. 

As readers know from previous proj-
ects I’ve tackled, the associated articles 
printed in CTT will include plans, pho-
tos, and a plethora of information to help 
you build the same layout we did. But if 
you want to see how we put the railroad 

together, there’s only one not-so-hidden 
portal where you can do that right now!

Exclusively on the MRVideoPlus.com 
video-streaming subscription website is 
where we’ve already released instruc-
tional videos that reveal the steps for 
each stage of assembly. Need proof that 
this isn’t just idle gossip? Click on the 
link MRVideoPlus.com/CTTP1 to see 
for yourself. That’s where you’ll find me 
and master craftsman David Popp tack-
ling the benchwork and CTT’s Bob Keller 
laying down the three-rail main line. 
Later, even MRVP talent Jenny Maaske 
gets involved in adding urban details!  

So now that the secret is out, be sure 
you subscribe to MRVideoPlus.com so 
you’ll be able to enjoy the entire project 
layout series this summer. And whatever 
you do, don’t tell a single soul … tell sev-
eral what they’re missing! 

Project layout unveiled
LIGHTS, CAMERA, TRAINS ... CONSTRUCTION!

Link. Look. Learn more!

With your subscription to MRVP, you’ll have access to exclusive 

HD videos covering a wide range of toy train-related topics. 

Even better, you’ll enjoy:

• Authoritative modeling advice from notable contributors 

• Behind-the-scenes access to layout construction projects

• Layout visits, interactive track plans, and trackside adventures 

• And much more!

Sign up at MRVideoPlus.

com/27deal

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

DISPLAY SHELVES FOR

YOUR TRAIN ROOM!
Satin Finish,
Hardened Anodized
Extruded Aluminum
No Brackets Needed
Raised Rails Hold
Your Trains in Place
6 Ft. Lengths,
Expandable with
Joiner Pins Supplied
Special Cutting
Available

Combination “HO/S” Gauge . . . . . . .$12.00
“O” Gauge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$16.00
Combination “O/STD/LGB” Gauge . . .$24.00
Plus UPS Shipping

RAIL STOPS - This
extremely versatile
product is designed
to fit our shelves or
similar shelving from
HO/S gauge or O
gauge to O/STD/LGB
gauge. RAIL STOPS
can be used any
place along your
shelves and will
prevent your trains
from being rolled
along the rails. RAIL
STOPS fit all track and can be used in place of
bumpers on train layouts.
RAIL STOPS are $10.00 per dozen, including
shipping.

GLENN SNYDER DISPLAY SYSTEMS
260 Oak Street • Buffalo, NY 14203

Toll Free 1-877-852-4676 • Fax 1-716-852-4677
e-mail: glenn@gsds.com • www.gsds.com

RAIL END CAPS -
The newest
addition to Glenn
Snyder Display
Systems product
line. Designed to
trim the ends of
our shelves or
similar shelving.
RAIL END CAPS will
give a finished
look to the end of
your shelves and

will prevent your trains from being knocked off
the ends.
Please specify when ordering: combination
“HO/S” gauge, “O” gauge or combination
“O/STD/LGB” gauge.
RAIL END CAPS are $3.50 each, any size.
Plus shipping and handling.

ALL PRODUCTS MADE IN USA



Great Railroads Flashcards contain impressive 

facts, stunning photography, and thrilling trivia 

about your favorite railroads. The set includes:

 •  36 premium quality 4” x 6” cards, each 

showcasing a popular railroad.

 •  Fun facts about each railroad: when it 

started, key places and people, big events, 

current status, and more.

 • Compelling photography.

Have fun learning new facts or testing your 

knowledge with these fascinating new l ashcards!

EXCLUSIVELY
FROM TRAINS

Order your set of Great Railroads Flashcards at

KalmbachHobbyStore.com/Flashcards

NEW 

P
3
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WITH BOB KELLER

PRODUCT NEWS

LETS HAVE A BARN DANCE: The 

latest Built-&-Ready Structure from 

Woodland Scenics is the no. BR5865 Old 

Weathered Barn. The O gauge structure 

has a fieldstone foundation, shingled 

roof, hayloft door, and weather vane 

above the cupola. It also has a concrete 

grain silo, implement shed, paned 

windows, and traditional barn doors. The 

structure is equipped with LED lights and 

a printed interior. The 

installed LED lighting was 

made for use with the Just 

Plug Lighting System from 

Woodland Scenics. The 

structure costs $169.99. See 

your hobby retailer or go to 

www.woodlandscenics.

com for more information.

THE SEASON’S REASON: 

Monsignor Sherman Council 5103 of 

the Knights of Columbus (Glendale, 

N.Y.), is offering a 2018 Keep Christ In 

Christmas boxcar. The first of a series, 

the O gauge cars are made in the U.S. 

by Lionel. The car costs $85 with 

shipping included. Preorders placed 

from outside the U.S. must add $15 

extra for shipping. Car delivery is 

expected before Christmas. Go to 

www.glendaleknights.org for 

additional details and preorder forms. 

Funds raised from the sale of this car 

will benefit the Knights of Columbus 

charities.



BACK TO SCHOOL: Classes are 

in session with the latest work by 

antique train expert Bruce 

Greenberg. His latest book, 

Greenberg’s Guide to Lionel Trains O 

Gauge, Volume 1: 1915-1928, 

explores models, production, 

variations, and package graphics. 

The hardcover book has more 

than 400 pages of color images 

and charts, as well as countless 

detail shots that illustrate the 

challenges and variety of colleting 

trains from this era. The book, 

which is the first of three to cover 

Lionel O gauge models in the 

prewar era, costs $100 plus $3.99 

shipping. Orders outside the 

United States add $45 for 

international shipping. Order 

online from Brinkmann Publishing 

at www.sykesvillehistory.us or 

by contacting the author by 

telephone at 703-461-6991 or 

email at bruceCgreenberg1@

gmail.com.

BRITISH STYLE: Darstaed Trains has 

released a very limited edition of O gauge 

tinplate British-outline passenger car sets to 

pair with British steam power, such as MTH’s 

London Midland & Scottish Ry. (LMS) 

Duchess-class 4-6-2 Pacific (not included).

Shown is the British Railways I (ex-LMS period 

1) Set A. The cars are of metal construction 

with die-cast metal sprung trucks and feature 

British-style link couplers, detailed interiors, 

and installed lighting. The sets are available in 

the U.S. through Darstaed’s American 

distributor, www.Eurovintagetrains.com. To 

learn more about Darstaed’s British-outline 

trains go to www.darstaed.com.

RARE MAGAZINES: Robert Osterhoff has released Electric 

Trains Magazine, a browser-based DVD offering PDFs of the 

complete runs of Electric Trains, O Gauger, and Hobby Railroading 

magazines. All three of those titles, originally published in the 

late 1940s and early 1950s, focused on the toy 

train hobby. The issues are packed with vintage 

advertisements and classic postwar trains. The 

DVD will operate on a Mac or Windows-based 

computer. An Internet browser is also needed to 

explore the contents. The DVD costs $18 plus $3 

shipping. Order from Bob Osterhoff, 1622 Garden 

Valley Dr., Wildwood, MO 63038. Go to www.

trainpaper.com to see his whole line of historic 

documents.

GET IT STEAMING: The Railroad Museum of Long Island has launched a campaign to 

restore Long Island RR no. 39, a Pennsylvania RR class G5a 4-6-0 steam locomotive, to full 

operating status. As part of the fundraising drive, the group is offering a custom-run “Steam 

Up! LIRR 39” boxcar. Made in the U.S. by Lionel, the O gauge model features locomotive 

blueprint-style graphics and both Railroad Museum of Long Island and Strasburg RR logos. 

Although orders must be received by June 1, 2018, a small number of extra cars will be 

available for late orders. The car costs $85, shipping and restricted membership included. 

Canadian and foreign orders add $15 extra for shipping. Payment may be made via credit 

card, check, or money order – payable in U.S. funds. Mail your order to RMLI, P.O. Box 307, 

Southold, NY 11971-0307. For more information go to www.RMLI.org.

CTT ONLINE  
FOR MORE PRODUCT REVIEWS, past and present, 

check out www.ClassicToyTrains.com
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EXPAND YOUR MANUFACTURING: Menards will help your Traintown prosper 

with a new industrial structure: the no. 279-4324 Vetter Sash & Door Co. The four-story 

structure has rotating fans, 25 windows, a backlit sign, workers, detail pieces, and a 

weathered exterior. More than 11 inches tall and 6¼ inches wide, the O gauge building 

has a run-through for trains as well as a small drive-through below the sawdust 

collector. The Vetter Sash & Door Co. costs $109.99 plus shipping, or order online at 

www.menards.com/trains and opt for free shipping to your local Menards store.

IDEAS FOR A TIGHT SPACE: Garland 

Ward has released a 24-page booklet for 

anyone interested in starting out with an 

O-27 layout: The O-27 Track Plan Guide. 

Garland discusses tighter curve planning 

and operation and offers suggestions on 

getting the most out of operating in a 

limited space. The 

book is available 

from www.

Amazon.com for 

$9.99 as a Kindle 

download, or as a 

paperback book 

for $11.99 plus 

shipping (or free 

shipping with 

Amazon Prime). 

PRODUCT NEWS

BICENTENNIAL FLASHBACK: The years surrounding America’s bicentennial 

celebration in 1976 saw an assortment of railroad liveries created to salute the 

nation’s founding. MTH’s Premier line no. 20-20904-1 Illinois Central Gulf GP38-2 

has a patriotic motif! The O gauge model has two can-style motors, MTH’s DCS 

command and sound system, a smoke unit, and coil couplers. The locomotive 

costs $499.95 each. See your MTH retailer or go to www.MTHTrains.com.
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WANT TO SUBMIT A PRODUCT?   

Send complete ordering information 
and a large, hi-res photo file to bkeller@
kalmbach.com or on a CD by mail to Bob 
Keller, Classic Toy Trains magazine, P.O. 
Box 1612, Waukesha, WI 53187-1612.

MOST MODERN GONDOLA IN S GAUGE: Des Plaines Hobbies/S Scale America is offering 

a new, fully assembled model of a Thrall no. 2743 gondola in S gauge. The model features 100-

ton trucks, wire grab irons, and separately applied grab irons. Five road names are available, and 

cars come in three road numbers each. The current run includes Canadian Pacific, CRLE (Gondola 

Connection), CSX, DJLX (David J. Joseph), and DME (Duluth, Minnesota & Eastern). The cars, 

which are 1:64 scale and come with American Flyer-compatible trucks and couplers, cost $59.95 

each. See your S gauge retailer or order direct from http://www.desplaineshobbies.com.
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Motor seizure
NEEDS A CLEANING OR IS IT SOMETHING MORE?

QUESTIONS • ANSWERS
WITH JOSEPH L. MANIA AND THE CTT STAFF

LIONEL F3 SEIZURES

Q
I have a Lionel modern-era no. 8952 Pennsylvania RR F3 diesel that has begun 

to seize up. It has been properly lubed, and all gearing seems intact and 

meshes correctly. I have isolated a squeal in one of the two motors similar to 

the squeak a dry armature shaft makes in a horizontally mounted motor. Could this be 

a thrust-bearing failure? Will that cause the mechanism to seize? Is this a problem 

found on late-1970s locomotives? – Evan Kouril, Hahira, Ga.

A 
While the problem 
you describe may be 
a failure, it is proba-

bly just hardened grease 
and oil in the armature 
bearings. To properly rem-
edy this (and to check that 
there is no damage), first 
remove the armature and 
the bearings, along with 
the thrust washers. Then 
clean out the old lubricat-
ing products, examine the 
bearings, and apply new 

grease. Obviously, if the 
bearing rings, thrust wash-
ers, or bearings (pressed 
into the field) show signs 
of wear, they should be 
replaced. 

 Disassembly is straight-
forward. The brushplate 
and brushes come off with 
only two screws. Just above 
the worm gear on the bot-
tom of the armature is a 
small E clip. It snaps off, 
and the armature is pulled 

out from the top. Take note 
of the location of the wash-
ers. There should be a 
“sandwich” of a thrust 
washer, bearing ring, and 
thrust washer on both 
sides of the field casting. 

These are sturdily con-
structed motors and rarely 
require extensive work to 
get back into good working 
order. Typically a thorough 
cleaning is all that is 
required.

You’re the kid.

Welcome to the
candy store.

August 10-12
Kansas City

Convention Center
Kansas City, MO

NationalTrainShow.org

Sponsored by

The National
Model
Railroad
Association

© 2018 NMRA ®
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WHICH CONTROLLER?

Q I have a Lionel no. 445 operating 

switch tower and am having prob-

lems with the wiring. Is it better to use a 

no. 145C or 153C contactor? – Harvey  

Dodson, St. Louis, Mo. 

A Either contactor will work. The 
145C has only two clips to attach 

wires to. The 153C has three. When 
using the 153C, clips 2 and 3 are the 
normally open pair; they close to com-
plete a circuit under the weight of the 
train. In this way 153C acts the same as 
the 145C.  

There are three clips under the switch 
tower. Clip 1 goes to the hot, or center 
rail. Clip 3 goes to the ground, or out-
side rail. Clip 2 will go to clip 1 on the 
145C or clip 2 on the 153C. The other 
clip of the 145C or clip 3 on the 153C 
will go to the ground or outside rail. 

 This way the light is always on in the 
building, but the coil is activated only 
when the train closes the contactor. 

LAMP REPLACEMENT

Q I have several Lionel no. 58 lamp-

posts, and one of them has a split 

lampshade. I have extra shades, but don’t 

know how to remove the bad one and 

install a new one. I see the socket and 

wire are involved, but I don’t know how 

to remove them without damaging them. 

What do you advise? – Clifford Reeves,  

Fairview Park, Ohio

A The shade is soldered to the brass 
tube, and the lamp socket is sol-

dered inside the shade. The socket has 
to come off with the shade. You will cer-
tainly damage the paint while unsolder-
ing and re-soldering the shade. Care 
must be taken so as not to heat anything 
up too much and melt the filigree.

The most difficult part will be snak-
ing a new wire from the lamp contact all 
the way through the tube and out the 
bottom of the base. 

HAVE A QUESTION? 
Write to“Questions & Answers” at Classic Toy 
Trains, P.O. Box 1612, Waukesha, WI 53187-1612, 
or email us at qsandas@ClassicToyTrains.com 
and put the words “questions & answers” in the 
subject line. 
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Stay up to date with Classic Toy Trains’ 

FREE e-mail newsletter!

P
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3Sign up now at ClassicToyTrains.com/newsletter. It’s FREE!

Rest assured, your e-mail address is safe with us. We won’t sell it, give it away, or otherwise violate your privacy.

Our FREE biweekly e-mail newsletter delivers  
the latest hobby news right to your inbox!

FOR INFO CONTACT: 

May 6 June 3 

August 12 September 9 

July 14-15   
Pomona, CA 

Fairplex

July 28-29   
Belleville, IL 

Belle Clair Fairgrounds

July 21-22 � Monroeville, PA 
Monroeville  

Convention Center
August 4-5 � Oaks, PA  
Greater Philadelphia  

Expo Center
August 11-12 � Edison, NJ  
New Jersey Expo Center

August 18-19 � Chantilly, VA 
Dulles Expo Center
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COLLECTIBLE CLASSICS

AUBURN RUBBER CO.’S NO. 965 SET

Set courtesy Charles Mozingo

T 
o understand how toy 
manufacturers sought 
after World War II to 
capitalize on the popu-

larity of railroads and the wish 
kids had to play with a train, 
we must look beyond electric 
models. Many families lacked 
the income needed to buy even 
an inexpensive Marx set. 
Also, some parents 
disliked electric 
trains, believing 
it better to find a 
set that seemed 
safer, quieter, or 
cleaner. 

Locomotives 
and rolling stock 
made of wood, rubber, 
cardstock, or vinyl answered 
the needs of such households. 
They didn’t run on track and 
lacked any sort of motor, elec-
tric or windup. Kids just 
pushed or pulled the train 
across the floor.

Auburn has an idea
If your family was among 

those in search of a simple little 
train unlikely to damage furni-
ture or scratch even the young-
est child, it probably was famil-
iar with models by Auburn 
Rubber Co. From the late 1940s 
until the early 1960s, that firm 

in Auburn, Ind., mar-
keted colorful and 

safe toys molded 
out of vinyl.

A prime 
example of 
what Auburn 
produced was 

the popular no. 
965 seven-piece set. 

It included a combina-
tion steam engine and tender, 

two freight cars, a caboose, and 
three railroad laborers. Every-
thing came packaged in a 
sturdy cardboard flip-open box 
imprinted with graphics of 
activities at an urban station.

Leading was the no. 525 
gray-and-black combination. 
The 10¼-inch-long model rep-
resented a steam locomotive 
generic in appearance and 
designed to resemble a 2-6-4 
Adriatic. Such a wheel arrange-
ment, while far from common, 
proved useful for Lionel, which 
developed a few such O gauge 
engines. In reality, the 525 had 
two wheelsets, one at each end.

A yellow gondola and a blue 
open hopper came next. Their 
molds featured “Auburn” 
across the side. The cars had a 
set of two black rubber wheels 
at each of their ends. The 
wheels were secured to a metal 
axle inserted in the center of 
each molded truck.

The design of the 6½-inch 
red caboose resembled that of 
the gondola and hopper. All of 
them had “coupler tongues,” 
one with a hole and the oppo-
site with a peg so children 

could connect them and pull 
the whole train at once.

Innovative company
Finding an inexpensive 

way to manufacture and mar-
ket safe, durable toys had 
been a hallmark of Auburn 
Rubber Co. since 1935. A vast 
variety of sturdy human and 
animal figures had led the 
way, followed by automobiles 
and trucks, tractors and farm 
implements, ships and air-
planes, and soldiers and tanks.

The business had been 
established to use rubber in 
more conventional ways, 
namely, the production of 
automobile tires. A.L. Murry 
had launched what he called 
Double Fabric Tire Co. in 
1913 to supply tires to another 
firm in his Indiana town, 
Auburn Automobile Co. Dur-
ing the 1920s, he changed the 
name of his business and 
eventually shifted to making 
rubber soles for shoes.

Declining orders during 
the Great Depression moti-
vated the powers-that-be at 
Auburn Rubber to investigate 
the toy field. Profits quickly 
soared. The firm abandoned 
playthings for soles nailed to 
combat boots during and after 
World War II, not returning 
to toys until 1952. Among the 
most popular of the vinyl 
items shown in the Auburn 
catalogs of the 1950s was the 
965 set. – Roger Carp

THE SEVEN-PIECE SET

•  No. 525 gray-and-black steam 

engine and tender  

10¼ inches long

•  Yellow “Auburn” gondola  

7 inches long

•  Blue “Auburn” hopper  

7½ inches long

•  Red “Auburn” caboose  

6½ inches long

•  Three white railroad laborers

Approximate 
value for like-
new set with 
original box: 

$100



LIONEL ACCESSORIES
12714 #252 AUTOMATIC CROSSING GATE  MSRP 49.99 $38.00 
12745 BARREL PACK  MSRP 7.99 $7.00 
12753 ORE LOAD $4.00 
12754 GRADUATED TRESTLE SET  MSRP 26.99 $21.00 
12755 ELEVATED TRESTLE SET  MSRP 26.99 $21.00 
12770 ARCH-UNDER BRIDGE MSRP 29.99 $23.00 
12804 HIGHWAY LIGHTS (4PK) MSRP 26.99 $21.00 
12839 VEHICLE GRADE CROSSINGS  MSRP 6.99 $2.00 
12844 COIL COVERS (027) 2 PACK $2.00 
12853 STANDARD “O” COIL COVERS $2.00 
12865 WISK TRACTOR  & TRAILER $15.00 
12883 #148 DWARF SIGNAL  MSRP 26.99 L15V1 $21.00 
12888 #154 RAILROAD CROSSING FLASHER  MSRP 55.99 $42.00 
12893 PM-1 POWERMASTER ADAPTER CABLE  MSRP 19.99 $15.00 
12896 TUNNEL PORTALS  MSRP 19.99 $15.00 
12914 SC-1 SW. & ACCESSORY CONTROLLER $60.00 
12916 #138 WATER TOWER $75.00 
12922 NYC OPERATING GANTRY CRANE W\COVERS $143.00 
12926 #64 STREET LAMPS (GLOBE STYLE) MSRP 24.99 $19.00 
12927 YARD LIGHT  MSRP 26.99 $21.00 
12929 ANIMATED TRUCK LOADING DOCK $66.00 
12930 LIONELVILLE OIL COMPANY OIL DERRICK $111.00 
12962 #118 LL PASS.SERV CENTER W\WHISTLE $38.00 
12974 BLINKING-LIGHT BILLBOARD $14.00 
14071 #70 YARD LIGHTS  MSRP 34.99 $26.00 
14078 DIE-CAST METAL SPRUNG TRUCKS   23.99 2/17 $18.00 
14181 TMCC ACTION RECORDER CONTR.(ARC)  MSRP 114.99 $82.00 
14182 TMCC ACC.SWITCH CONTROLLER(ASC)  MSRP 114.99 $82.00 
14185 TMCC OPERATING TRACK CONTROLLER(OTC) MSRP 99.99 $71.00 
14186 TMCC ACCESSORY VOLTAGE CONTROLLER (AVC)  MSRP 160.99 $115.00 
14191 COMMAND BASE CABLE  6 FT.  MSRP 13.99 $10.00 
14192 3-WIRE COMMAND BASE CABLE  MSRP 14.99 $11.00 
14193 CONTROLLER TO CONTROLLER CABLE-1FT  MSRP 5.99 $5.00 
14194 TMCC TPC CABLE SET  MSRP 15.99 $12.00 
14218 DOWNTOWN PEOPLE PACK 24 MSRP 26.99 $21.00 
14236 #356 OPERATING FREIGHT STATION  MSRP 104.99 $79.00 
14240 ICE BLOCKS PACK    MSRP 6.29 $3.00 
14251 DIE-CAST METAL SPRUNG ROTATING BEARING TRUCKS  MSRP 24.99 $20.00 
14255 SAND TOWER   MSRP 34.99 L16RTR $26.00 
14257 #133 PASSENGER STATION  MSRP 59.99 L13RTR $25.00 
14259 CHRISTMAS PEOPLE PACK  MSRP 22.99 LC11 $5.00 
16853 POLAR EXPRESS DIORAMA MSRP 17.99 L11RTR $5.00 
16854 MTA LIRR BLINKING BILLBOARD MSRP 29.99 R12 $22.00 
16857 THOMAS & FRIENDS DIORAMA MSRP 17.95 L16RTR $5.00 
16863 SANTA’S XMAS WISH STATION MSRP 124.99 LC11 $89.00 
16868 STRAIGHT O GUAGE TUNNEL MSRP L15V1 $49.00 
16889 COAL TIPPLE PACK MSRP 14.99 $12.00 
22980 TMCC SC-2 SWITCH CONTROLLER   MSRP 129.99 $92.00 
2305 GETTY OPERATING OIL DERRICK $160.00 
24105 TRACK GANG    MSRP 89.99 $63.00 
24111 SWING BRIDGE   MSRP 399.99 $337.00 
24117 LIGHTED COVERED BRIDGE    MSRP 79.99 $44.00 
24123 PASSENGER STATION PEOPLE PACK   MSRP 26.99 $21.00 
24124 CARNIVAL PEOPLE PACK    MSRP 26.99 $5.00 
24147 LIONEL SAWMILL    MSRP 129.99 $88.00 
24148 COAL TIPPLE COAL PACK (LARGE SIZE) MSRP 14.99 $12.00 
24191 PARK PEOPLE PACK  MSRP 26.99 $5.00 
24193 RAILROAD YARD PEOPLE PACK  MSRP 26.99 $20.00 
24194 CIVIL SERVANTS PEOPLE PACK  MSRP 26.99 $5.00 
24196 FARM PEOPLE PACK  MSRP 22.99 $16.00 
24197 CITY ACCESSORY PACK  MSRP 26.99 $15.00 
24201 OPERATING BILLBOARD SIGNMEN   MSRP 99.99 $68.00 
24203 POLAR EXPRESS ORIGINAL FIGURES  MSRP 29.99 $22.00 
24205 CLASSIC BILLBOARD SET  MSRP 10.99  L10V1 $8.00 
24217 2008 LRRC ANIMATED BILLBOARD $25.00 
24227 ANIMATED BILLBOARD  MSRP 49.99  L8V1 $35.00 
24244 COMMUTER PEOPLE PACK MSRP 26.99 $20.00 
24248 MANUAL CROSSING GATE MSRP 19.99 $15.00 
24252 POLAR EXPRESS WOLVES & RABBITS ANIMAL PACK 26.99 $12.00 
24265 TRICK OR TREAT PEOPLE PACK  MSRP 22.99 L12RTR $16.00 
32902 CONSTRUCTION ZONE SIGNS     MSRP 9.99 $8.00 
34120 TMCC DIRECT LOCK ON  MSRP 57.99 $25.00 
34195 UPS PEOPLE PACK  MSRP 26.99 $15.00 
35295 CHRISTMAS BILLBOARD SET MSRP 12.99 L16RTR $9.00 
37115 PEDESTRIAN WALKOVER GREEN MSRP 54.99 L17V1 $41.00 
37125 LEGACY WRITABLE UTILITY MODULE MSRP 19.99 $15.00 
37151 CHRISTMAS CLASSIC STREET LAMPS MSRP 39.99 L16RTR $29.00 
37155 CAB-1L REMOTE CONTROLLER MSRP 149.99 $118.00 
37156 BASE-1L COMMAND BASE MSRP 124.99 $98.00 
37169 PEANUTS CHRISTMAS PSYCHIATRIC BOOTH MSRP 39.99 L16RTR $29.00 
37173 GLOBE LAMPS (3PK) (GREEN) MSRP 24.99 L16RTR $20.00 
37176 SANTA FE SHANTY MSRP 24.99 L13RTR $18.00 
37183 10 ANNIV. PEWTER SNOWMAN&CHILDREN FIGURE PK 36.99 L16RTR $26.00 
37185 CHRISTMAS RAILROAD SIGNS MSRP 9.99 L16RTR $8.00 
37187 KRIS KRINGLE’S KLOSEOUT SHOP MSRP 49.99 LC13 $35.00 
37195 100TH ANNIVERSARY GRAND CENTRAL TERMINAL 279.99 L15V1 $139.00 
37196 CHRISTMAS EXTENSION BRIDGE MSRP 14.99 L16RTR $12.00 
37197 NORTH POLE CENTRAL GIRDER BRIDGE MSRP 29.99 L16RTR $22.00 
37816 ROCKVILLE BRIDGE MSRP 699.99 L12V2 $469.00 
37821 SMOKE FLUID LOADER - COMMAND CONTROLLED - MSRP 249.99 L11V2 $179.00 
37829 POLAR EXPRESS STATION PLATFORM MSRP 39.99 L16RTR $30.00 
37834 LIONEL BOAT (4PK) MSRP 24.99 L16RTR $20.00 
37842 CANADIAN NATIONAL PIGGYBACK TRAILER MSRP 89.99 L15V1 $67.00 
37852 CHRISTMAS PEOPLE PACK MSRP 24.99 L16RTR $16.00 
37855 LIONEL AIRPLANE (2PK) MSRP 36.99 $27.00 

RECEIVE FREE SHIPPING ON THESE ITEMS WITH  
ORDERS OVER $199.00 IN THE 48 CONTIGUOUS STATES

AL & LIBBY RUDMAN AND CREW
301-475-5381 � FAX: 301-475-0337

40845 MERCHANT’S LANE � P. O. BOX 1707
LEONARDTOWN, MD 20650

Sidetrackhobbies@erols.com � www.sidetrackhobbies.com

37913 HOPPER SHED  MSRP 34.99  L14V1 $24.00 
37916 SUBURBAN HOUSE DELUXE  MSRP  79.99 L10V1 $59.00 
37939 SCALE TELEPHONE POLES MSRP 42.99 L15V1 $32.00 
37950 ACTION PLATINUM SERIES 1:24 DIE-CAST CAR 59.95 L10EOY $44.00 
37954 HALLOWEEN STATION PLATFORM MSRP 34.99 L12RTR $25.00 
37958 SOUTHERN PACIFIC SCRAP YARD MSRP 109.99 L14V2 $78.00 
37961 NEW YORK CENTRAL SCRAP YARD MSRP 109.99 L13V1 $78.00 
37964 ARCHIVE OPERATING FREIGHT TERMINAL MSRP 149.99 L14V1 $107.00 
37975 OPERATING SOUTHERN PACIFIC FRGT TERMINAL 149.99 L15V1 $109.00 
37986 NEW JERSEY TRANSIT BLINKING BILLBOARD 27.99 L14RTR $20.00 
37997 CHRISTMAS LAWN FIGURE PACK MSRP 24.99 L16RTR 09/16 $19.00 
37998 HALLOWEEN HAUNTED PASSENGER STATION MSRP 74.99 L12V1 $52.00 
62181 #150 TELEPHONE POLES MSRP 9.99 $8.00 
62716 SHORT EXTENSION BRIDGE MSRP 14.99 L16RTR $12.00 
62901 027 TRACK CLIPS (12 PER BOX)  MSRP 11.79 $5.00 
62927 LUBRICATION & MAINTENANCE KIT  MSRP 24.99 $19.00 
6-82003 CHRISTMAS BLINKING WATER TOWER MSRP 34.99 LC14 $25.00 
6-82011 KEYSTONE CAFE MSRP 79.99 L15RTR $60.00 
6-82012 SINGLE FLOODLIGHT TOWER MSRP 74.99 L16V1 $56.00 
6-82013 DOUBLE FLOODLIGHT TOWER MSRP 89.99 L15RTR $65.00 
6-82014 #192 CONTROL TOWER MSRP 99.99 L15V1 $80.00 
6-82016 OIL PUMP MSRP 59.99 L15RTR $44.00 
6-82103 PLAYGROUND SWINGS MSRP 74.99 L15RTR $56.00 
81257 AMTRAK WATER TOWER MSRP 34.99 L16RTR $30.00 
81290 THOMAS KINKADE HOLIDAY COVERED BRIDGE MSRP 69.99 LC15 $50.00 
81294 LEGACY LAYOUT CONTROL SYSTEM SENSORTRACK 94.99 L13V2 $68.00 
81313 FASTRACK PLUG-N-PLAY SINGLE TERM. 10” TRK MSRP 22.99 L14V1 $17.00 
81315 LIONEL COALING STATION MSRP 159.99 L15V1 07/15 $117.00 
81316 PERSONALIZED MESSAGE CHRISTMAS BOXCAR MSRP 84.99 LC $57.00 
81317 FASTRACK PLUG-N-PLAY ACCESSORY ACTIVATOR PACK 23.99 L14V2 $17.00 
81325 LAYOUT CONTROL SYSTEM WIFI MODULE 179.99 L13V2 $127.00 
81326 LCS SERIAL CONVERTER 2 (SER2) MSRP 49.99 $36.00 
81988 ANGELA TROTTA THOMAS CHRISTMAS BILLBOARD PACK 14.99 LC14 $12.00 
82002 OLD ST. NICK OPERATING BILLBOARD MSRP 59.99 L16RTR $45.00 
82013 THOMAS YELLOW/BRASS CRV 4-PAK $20.00 
82014 THOMAS YELLOW/BRASS ST.4-TRACK $20.00 
82017 LIONEL ART OPERATING BILLBOARD MSRP 69.99 L15RTR $0.00 
82018 TRACK GANG PLUG-N-PLAY MSRP 99.99 L15RTR $74.00 
82022 LIONEL STEEL GANTRY CRANE COMM CONTL MSRP 399.99 L17V1 $293.00 
82023 SAWMILL W/SOUNDS COMMAND CONTROLLED MSRP 239.99 L17V1 $176.00 
82029 CULVERT LOADER COMMAND CONTROLLED MSRP 299.99 L16V1 09/16 $229.00 
82030 CULVERT UNLOADER COMMAND CONTROLLED MSRP 299.99 L16V1 09/16 $229.00 
82033 MOW COMMAND CONTROL TRACKSIDE CRANE 599.99 L16V1 12/16 $446.00 
82035 CRANE SOUNDS WORK HOUSE PLUG-N-PLAY MSRP 149.99 L16V1 9/16 $112.00 
82038 8” FEMALE PIGTAIL POWER CABLE MSRP 9.99 L14V2 04/15 $8.00 
82039 3’ MALE PIGTAIL POWER CABLE PLUG-N-PLAY MSRP 10.99 L14V2 $8.00 
82043 PLUG-N-PLAY 6’POWER CABLE EXTENSION (3PIN) MSRP 15.99 L14V2 $10.00 
82045 PLUG-N-PLAY 6’POWER CABLE EXTENSION (6PIN) MSRP 19.99 L14V2 $12.00 
82046 PLUG-N-PLAY 36” POWER TAP 3-POS CABLE  MSRP 15.99  L14V2 $10.00 
82050 SANTA’S WORKSHOP SAWMILL W/COMM CONTROL & SOUNDS 239.99 $176.00 
82051 PLUG-N-PLAY CHRISTMAS ICING STATION MSRP 149.99 L16RTR $112.00 
82055 BETHLEHEM STEEL COMMAND CONTROL TRACKSIDE CRANE 599.99 L16V1 $425.00 
82064 HALLOWEEN OPERATING BILLBOARD MSRP 79.99 L16RTR $59.00 
82104 PLAYGROUND PLAYTIME MSRP 99.99 L15RTR $75.00 
82105 TIRE SWING MSRP 99.99 L15RTR $75.00 
82106 PONY RIDE MSRP 74.99 L15RTR $59.00 
82107 TUG OF WAR MSRP 64.99 L15RTR $49.00 
82110 EXTENDED TRUSS BRIDGE MSRP 299.99 L16V1 07/16 $212.00 
82187 BETHLEHEM STEEL WATER TOWER MSRP 34.99 L15RTR $26.00 
82203 PLUG-N-PLAY MULTI-FUNCTION SWITCH BOX MSRP 24.99 L14V2 $18.00 
82495 D&RGW SCRAP YARD MSRP 129.99 L15V2 $88.00 
82736 NORTH POLE CENTRAL WATER TOWER MSEP $39.99 $27.00 
82743 SANTA’S REINDEER STATION PLATFORM MSRP $49.99 $34.00 
82745 CHRISTMAS COCOA BARREL SHED MSRP 49.99 LC15 $34.00 
82746 PLUG-N-PLAY CHRISTMAS FLOODLIGHT TOWER 74.99 L16RTR $51.00 
82747 CHRISTMAS RED ARCH UNDER BRIDGE MSRP $29.99 L16RTR $22.00 
82872 LOADER/UNLOADER FIGURE PACK MSRP 29.99 L16RTR 03/16 $21.00 
82873 LOGGERS CABIN W/SOUNDS MSRP 139.99 L15V2 $95.00 
82874 EARLY INTERMODAL WORKHOUSE MSRP 129.99 L15V2 $94.00 
82908 DISNEY MICKEY’S CHRISTMAS RR SHANTY MSRP 49.99 L16RTR 12/16 $28.00 
82958 CHRISTMAS FLOODLIGHT TOWER MSRP 74.99 LC17 10/17 $74.00 
83168 IRON WORKERS FIGURE PACK MSRP 29.99 L16RTR 12/16 $23.00 
83170 STEEL MILL STRUCTURE W/SOUNDS PLUG-N-PLAY 129.99 L17V1 $97.00 
83171 MOW WORKERS FIGURE PACK MSRP 29.99 L16RTR 12/16 $23.00 
83172 MOW WORK STRUCTURE W/SOUNDS PLUG-N-PLAY 129.99 L17V1 $97.00 
83173 SINGLE SIGNAL BRIDGE PLUG-N-PLAY MSRP 79.99 L16V1 09/16 $60.00 
83174 DOUBLE SIGNAL BRIDGE PLUG-N-PLAY MSRP 99.99 L17V1 $75.00 
83185 POLAR EXPRESS ELVES FIGURE PACK 5PC MSRP 32.99 L16RTR 12/16 $21.00 
83215 TRANSFORMERS/2PC (ACCESSORY) MSRP 14.99 L16RTR 09/16 $12.00 
83223 STEEL I-BEAMS/12PC MSRP 14.99 L16RTR 09/16 $12.00 
83230 AMTRAK METAL GIRDER BRIDGE MSRP 42.99 L17V1 $33.00 
83231 POLAR EXPRESS METAL GIRDER BRIDGE MSRP 42.99 L16RTR 12/16 $33.00 
83232 BETHLEHEM STEEL METAL GIRDER BRIDGE MSRP 36.99 L17V1 $29.00 
83233 CSX METAL GIRDER BRIDGE MSRP 36.99 L17V1 $29.00 
83240 SHELL OPERATING OIL DERRICK PLUG-N-PLAY 119.99 L16V1 12/16 $90.00 
83241 SHELL OIL STORAGE TANK W/LIGHT MSRP 84.99 L16RTR 09/16 $64.00 
83291 CHRISTMAS COVERED BRIDGE 12” MSRP 69.99 L16RTR 12/16 $53.00 
83292 PNP CHRISTMAS DELIGHTS COOKIES & CANDIES STORE 89.99 L16RTR $64.00 
83305 ILLUMINATED RED COVERED BRIDGE 24” MSRP 79.99 L16RTR 12/16 $60.00 
83438 MILLERCOORS BLINKING LIGHT BILLBOARD MSRP 79.99 L17RTR $59.00 
83440 RICO STATION KIT MSRP 59.99 09/17 L17V1 $45.00 
83443 DELUXE SUBURBAN HOUSE MSRP 99.99 L17RTR $74.00 
83444 ILLUMINATED STATION PLATFORM MSRP 42.99 L16RTR 09/16 $33.00 
83455 POLAR EXPRESS OPERATING BILLBOARD MSRP 84.99 L16RTR 12/16 $64.00 
83490 LIGHTED COALING TOWER MSRP 179.99 L15V2 $122.00 
83496 STATION PLATFORM MSRP 39.99 L16RTR 09/16 $30.00 
83634 KEYSTONE COMMAND CONTROL SMOKE FLUID LOADER 349.99 L17V1 $260.00 
83635 NORTH AMERICAN COMMAND CONTL SMOKE FLUID LOADER 349.99 L16V1 $260.00 
83653 PASSENGER FIGURES (24)PK MSR 29.99 09/17 L17V1 $22.00 
83658 LIONELVILLE SCHOOL KIT MSRP 59.99 09/17 L17V1 $45.00 
83689 ANGELA TROTTA CHRISTMAS COVERED BRIDGE 10/17 LC17 69.99 $50.00 
83745 LIONELVILLE HOSPITAL MSRP 79.99 $59.00 
84307 LIONEL ILLUMINATED FLAGPOLE WITH FLAG MSRP 49.99 L17RTR $37.00 
84309 PENN BLINKING WATER TOWER MSRP 44.99 L17RTR $33.00 
84315 BRANCHLINE W-TANK KIT (ASSM)  MSRP 39.99 09/17 L17V1 $30.00 
84318 ILLUMINATED STATION PLATFORM MSRP 42.99 L17RTR $32.00 
84334 STRASBURG HALF COVERED BRIDGE MSRP 59.99 L17RTR $44.00 
84372 CHRISTMAS STATION PLATFORM MSRP 42.99  10/17 LC17 $32.00 
84499 MICKEY INDUSTRIAL WATER TOWER MSRP 99.99 L17RTR $74.00 
9-33038 TRAIN TRACK WELCOME MAT TRAY MSRP 34.99 HM15 $26.00 
9-41028 LIONEL NEON PUB CLOCK MSRP 169.99 LC14 $121.00 
9-41031 LIONEL CANVAS SHOULDER TOTE BAG $20.00 
941047 LIONE WATCH W/PLASTIC BAND HM/RTR $5.00 
9-42025 LIONEL RAILRAOD CROSSING TABLE LAMP MSRP 179.99 HM15 $129.00 
9-42033 115TH ANNIVERSARY FRAMED ART MIRROR  MSRP $89.99 $61.00 
9-42034 LIONEL 115TH ANNIVERSARY 3-D METAL WALL ART 124.99 L15V2 $85.00 
9-42037 HM HUDSON KEY RACK $20.00 
9-42041 LIONEL WINDSPINNER MSRP 59.99  LC17 $37.00 
9-42042 LIONEL WINDSPINNER MSRP 59.99  LC17 $37.00 
9-42053 LIONEL ORANGE NEO L SIGN  MSPR 199.99 LC17 $122.00 
9-43011 SMALL HUDSON TRAY MSRP 199.99 HM15 $147.00
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WITH LOU PALUMBO

FROM  THE  UNDERGROUND

LOU PALUMBO, owner of the Underground 
Railroad Shoppe in New Castle, Pa., writes this 
exclusive column for CTT. He can be reached at 
1906 Wilmington Rd., New Castle, PA 16105 or 
email at trainplum@yahoo.com

Back in The Day
MEMORIES OF GROWING UP IN THE POSTWAR ERA

I
t’s finally here! My second book is 
ready and available at my toy train 
store. The title of the book is, Back in 
The Day – Growing Up in the 1950s: I 

Still Haven’t Met a Train I Didn’t Like.
Besides the past four years of my 

“Views From The Underground” from 
Classic Toy Trains, there are 49 all-new 
stories about growing up in the 1950s as 
experienced by yours truly. I hope the 
stories will carry you back to that time 
when many of us were young. Here’s an 
excerpt from Back in The Day, recalling 
the parades that took place in my home-
town’s modest downtown district:

Folks in New Castle, Pa., referred to 
the business district as 
“downtown.” In truth, 
it amounted to five or 
six blocks of buildings 
along our main thor-
oughfare. All the 
parades were held 
there, with people 
marching down Wash-
ington Street. Some-
times thousands of 
people lined both sides 
of the street to watch 
the parade.

Parades were held 
on all holidays, starting 
with Memorial Day at the end of May. 
Fourth of July, Halloween, and Armistice 
Day in November were the other major 
dates when parades were organized.

People loved a parade. The annual 
Christmas parade kicked off the holiday 
season in our town, a time that was so 
special there. Downtown stores always 
extended their evening hours to accom-
modate the increased shopping.

What I remember best is the wonder-
ful Christmas displays stores placed in 
their windows facing the streets to show 
their wares. My family loved to window-
shop at Christmas time. The hustle and 
bustle surpassed what went on at any 
other time. People were friendly, and the 
crowded sidewalks gave you a good feel-
ing on those cold nights.  

My parents, siblings, and I looked at 
all the department store windows. You 
can guess which displays I liked the best. 
Yep, the ones that had all the new toys 
and the electric trains running.

The nights we spent downtown before 
Christmas concluded with a hot dog or 
hamburger and a hot chocolate at one of 
the little diners located there.  

I loved the downtown area during the 
1950s, but I regret to say the stores are 
gone now. Fancy malls replaced those 
downtown stores, starting in the 1960s.

Automobiles and working housewives 
were the reasons malls were developed. 
People needed more time to shop at night 
and on weekends. Malls provided the 

parking and stores that 
led to the demise of 
the downtown areas.

You can buy copies 
of my new book as 
well as my first one 
(shown at the left) for 
$12.99 each. To order, 
just send me an email 
or call my store, The 
Underground Railroad 
Shoppe at 724-652-
4912. I’ll sign copies 
on request.

You’ll also be able 
to pick up a signed copy of either book at 
the semiannual train shows organized by 
the Eastern Division of the Train Collec-
tors Association in York, Pa.

Better yet, stop by the Underground 
Railroad Shoppe in New Castle, Pa. and 
get a book personally signed while visit-
ing with me at the store. I recommend 
calling before you visit because our off-
season hours can vary, and we’d hate to 
miss you. Until then...

Keep searchin’. 

GIVE US A CALL

(540) 868-0025

Authorized 

Lionel, MTH and Bachmann  

dealer

MARIO S TRAINS
T H E  S O U R C E  F O R  T H E  E N T H U S I A S T

Mention  

this ad for 

FREE shipping 

anywhere 

in USA

mariostrains.com

Send $1 for catalog or visit us on the web at:

Foley Woodworking 78 Holman St, Attleboro, MA 02703

MIANNE

IT’S TIME FOR THE

ROLLING STOCK

TO START

ROLLING....

Customizable BenchworkCustomizable BenchworkCustomizable Benchwork



MTH Engines 
MTH2036641 Reading 4-6-0 Camelback $899.99 
MTH2036661 B&O 4-6-0 Camelback ...... $889.99 
MTH2037041 NKP 0-8-0 USRA #272 ..... $709.99 
MTH2037141 UP Big Boy #4014 .......... $1449.99 
MTH2037491 SP GS4 ........................... $1099.99 
MTH2037581 SP GS4 w. Lights ............ $1299.99 
MTH20206481 NS GP38-2 W. PS3 ........ $409.99 
MTH20206551 EL(NS) SD45 w. PS3 ...... $409.99 
MTH20206611 UP Dash 9 w. PS3 .......... $409.99 
MTH202067XX 31/41 CSX GP30 w.PS3 $409.99 
MTH202068XX 01/11 MBTA F40ph PS3 . $399.99 
MTH202070XX 81/91 BNSF Genset PS3 $409.99 
MTH20207251 B&O 44 Ton .................... $379.99 
MTH20207371 UP ES44AC #7997 PS3 . $409.99 
MTH202074XX 01/11 SF ES44AC w. ps3$409.99 
MTH20207431 CN SD70M-2 w. PS3 ...... $409.99 
MTH20207561 Amtrak Genesis #42 ....... $409.99 
MTH202079XX 21/31 NJT F40PH .......... $409.99 
MTH20207941 Amtrak F40PH Veterans  $409.99 
MTH20207951 Metra F40PH w. PS3 ...... $409.99 
MTH20208021 NS (Blue) AC4400 w. PS3$409.99 
MTH20208391 NS GP40 w. PS3 ............ $409.99 
MTH202085XX 71/81 NJ Transit E8 A .... $399.99 
MTH30203421 SF Dash 8 w. PS3 .......... $289.99 
MTH30203431 BNSF Dash 8 w. PS3 ..... $289.99 
MTH30203561 RS33S Work Train 4 pk .. $399.99 
MTH30203631 Southern ES44AC .......... $284.99 
MTH30203641 Long Island ES44 w. PS3 $284.99 
MTH30203661 CSX ES44 w. PS3 .......... $284.99 
MTH30203721 PRR F-3 Diesel A Unit .... $278.99 
MTH30203861 Long Island Alco Rs-1 ..... $279.99 
MTH30203931 Alaska E-8 AA Diesel ...... $339.99 
MTH30203941 N&W E-8 AA Diesel ........ $339.99 
MTH30204121 GE Next Fuel ES44AC ... $285.99 
MTH30204171 WP SD70ACe w. PS3 ..... $285.99 
MTH30204181 UP SD70ACe w. PS3 ...... $285.99 
MTH30204231 Amtrak Genesis PV5 ...... $277.99 
MTH30204251 Amtrak Genesis Veterans $277.99 
MTH30204351 CP Dash 8 w. Lights ....... $339.99 
MTH30204361 Christmas Dash 8 w. Lts . $339.99 
MTH30204371 NJ Transit E8 AA w. PS3 $349.99 
MTH30204381 Amtrak E8 AA w. PS3 ..... $349.99 

Nicholas Smith EXCLUSIVES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

**SALE ITEMS** 
Lionel Passenger Cars 

LIO619087 C&O Heavyweight 4 Pk ........$250.00 
LIO625176 B&O Baby Madisn Bag w.snd $99.99 
LIO625177 UP Baby Madison Bag w.snd .$99.99 
LIO625656 C&A Heavyweight 4 Pack .....$200.00 
LIO681644 Chessie Baby Madison 3 Pk $119.99 
LIO681768 Chessie Baby Madison 2 Pk ..$84.99 
LIO681769 Chessie Baby Madison 2 Pk ..$84.99 
LIO681773 SP Daylight Baby Madis 2 Pk $84.99 
LIO681774 SP Daylight Baby Madis 2 Pk $84.99 
LIO681778 SF Baby Madison 2 Pk #1 ......$84.99 
LIO681779 SF Baby Madison 2 Pk #2 ......$84.99 
LIO681744 CP Baby Madison 3 Pack ..... $119.99 
LIO681783 CP Baby Madison 2 Pack #1 ..$84.99 
LIO681784 CP Baby Madison 2 Pack #2 ..$84.99 

O Freight Cars & Accessories 
LIO615084 GN High-Cube Boxcar ............$29.99 
LIO615098 Lone Ranger Boxcar ...............$39.99 
LIO617752 Polar RR Round Roof Boxcar $41.99 
LIO625050 BC Hi Cube Boxcar .................$24.99 
LIO626199 PFE Wood Reefer ....................$22.99 
LIO627221 CB&Q DD Boxcar ....................$42.99 
LIO627286 PW Scale 6464 2pk .................$89.99 
LIO627496 Polar RR Covered Hopper ......$43.99 
LIO627642 VGN NE Scale Caboose .........$54.99 
LIO627771 REA Reefer car ........................$34.99 
LIO629812 SF Hot Box Reefer ..................$49.99 
LIO639360 Cub Scouts Boxcar .................$41.99 
LIO639362 Thomas Kinkd Emerald Box ..$37.99 
LIO681257 Amtrak Water Tower ...............$19.99 
LIO681703 SF 86’ Boxcar 2 Pack ............$109.99 
LIO681705 MR 86’ Boxcar 2 Pack ...........$109.99 
LIO681706 Frisco 86’ Boxcar 2 Pack ......$109.99 
LIO681707 NYC 86’ Boxcar 2 Pack .........$109.99 
LIO682009 Suburban House .....................$45.99 
LIO682072 Phil Quartz 2 Bay Hopper .......$29.99 
LIO682660 N&W 60’ Boxcar ......................$49.99 
LIO682661 P&LE Gondola & Flatcar ......$109.99 
LIO682664 B&LE Gondola & Flatcar ......$109.99 
LIO682667 DT&I Gondola & Flatcar .......$109.99 
MTH2090885 BNSF Rapdid Dis Hop 6p .$239.99 
MTH2090896 CN 4 Bay Hopper 6 Pk ......$254.99  
MTH2093361 US Army Waffle Boxcar ......$49.99 
MTH2095156 B&O Flat w. Trailer ..............$59.99 
MTH2097325 CSX Rapid Discharge Hop .$46.99 

**AMERICAN FLYER SALE ITEMS** 
LIO642542 C of G ES44AC Powered ......$284.99 
LIO642546 Interstate ES44AC Powered .$284.99 
LIO642552 N&W ES44AC Powered ........$284.99 
LIO649876 Water Tower & Shed ...............$49.99 
LIO649959 PRR Full Dome ........................$39.99 

Lionel Legacy Locomotives 
LIO681190 WP Heavy Mikado ............... $1099.99 
LIO681191 Erie Heavy Mikado ............... $1099.99 
LIO681994 NKP Heavy Mikado .............. $999.99 
LIO681510 Erie FA-2 AA ......................... $509.99 
LIO68212X 8/9 C&O GP30 ...................... $479.99 
LIO68213X 4/5 GM&O GP30 ................... $479.99 
LIO682136 N&W GP30 Black .................. $479.99 
LIO682137 N&W GP30 Blue .................... $479.99 
LIO682138 Milwaukee Road GP30 #344  $479.99 
LIO682213 KCS Naked Bell ES44AC ...... $569.99 
LIO68221X 8/9 FEC ES44AC .................. $569.99 
LIO682220 Southern Pacific Alco PA AA .. $864.99 
LIO682223 Rio Grande Alco PA AA ......... $864.99 
LIO682235 PRR Alco PA AA .................... $864.99 
LIO682238 Southern Alco PA AA ............. $864.99 
LIO682245 B&O Lionmaster Class A ....... $839.99 
LIO68227X 4/5 B&O/Chessie SD40 ......... $556.99 
LIO68227X 8/9 Grand Trunk SD40 .......... $556.99 
LIO68228X 0/1 MOPAC SD40 ................. $556.99 
LIO68228X 2/3 Conrail SD40 ................... $556.99 
LIO682284 Conrail Savings Bonds SD40 $556.99 
LIO682453 Amtrak F40PH PV2 ............... $474.99 
LIO682528 NYC Empire State Expr Set $1669.99 
LIO682535 NYC J3a Hudson PT Tender $1289.99 
LIO682537 NYC J3a Hudson J3 Tender  $1289.99 
LIO682752 PRR Vison GG1 #4877 ....... $1239.99 
LIO682754 PC Vison GG1 #4828 .......... $1239.99 
LIO682755 Amtrak Vison GG1 #926 ...... $1239.99 
LIO682757 CP SD90MAC #9116 ............. $543.99 
LIO6827XX 59/60 NS SD90MAC ............. $543.99 
LIO682761 UP SD90MAC #8130 ............. $543.99 
LIO68278X 6/7 Chessie GP9 ................... $469.99 
LIO682788 Rio Grande GP9 #5911 ......... $469.99 
LIO68279X 6/7 Conrail SD38 ................... $554.99 
LIO68279X 8/9 DM&IR SD38 ................... $554.99 
LIO682810 UP FEF-3 #844 .................... $1529.99  
LIO682829 B&O E7 AA ............................ $849.99 
LIO682830 CB&Q E7 AA ......................... $849.99 
LIO683165 PRR Vison GG1 #4899 ....... $1239.99 
LIO6831XX 98/99 Reading T1 ............... $1439.99 
LIO683203 Chessie T-1 #2102 ............. $1295.00 
LIO683370 Erie Lack Bicentennial SD45 . $549.99 
LIO68337X 2/3 Great Northern SD45 ...... $549.99 
LIO68337X 4/5 Penn Central SD45 ......... $549.99 
LIO68339X 5/6 AC&Y H16-44 .................. $459.99 

LIO683420 NS Veterans SD60E .............. $459.99 
LIO683421 NS Go Rail SD60E ................ $459.99 
LIO683422 NS First Responders ............. $459.99 
LIO684070 Central Vermont Mogul .......... $609.99 
LIO684074 Rutland Mogul ....................... $609.99 
LIO684078 Burlington Northern E8 AA .... $899.99 
LIO684081 Conrail E8 AA ........................ $899.99 
LIO684084 EMD E8 A .............................. $584.99 
LIO684091 PRR E8 AA  ........................... $899.99 
LIO684098 CN (EMD Patch) SD70AC ..... $549.99 
LIO68410X 0/1 CSX SD70ACe ................ $549.99 
LIO684102 EMDX SD70ACe #72 ............ $549.99 
LIO68424X 8/9 SP AC-9 ........................ $1719.99 
LIO684238 Elk River 3 Truck Shay ........ $1349.99 
LIO684239 Western Maryland 3 Truck ... $1349.99 
LIO684240 West Side Lumber 3 Truck .. $1349.99 
LIO684250 SP AC-9 Daylight ................. $1719.99 
LIO68425X 6/7 Santa Fe SD40 ................ $584.99 
LIO68425X 8/9 Union Pacific SD40 ......... $584.99 
LIO68426X 0/1 CSX SD40 ....................... $584.99 
LIO68426X 2/3 PRR SD40 ....................... $584.99 
LIO68426X 4/5 Southern SD40 ................ $584.99 
LIO68426X 8/9 Western Maryland SD40 . $584.99 
LIO684508 NYC S2 Electric #113 ............ $719.99 
LIO684510 PC S2 Electric #4710 ............ $719.99 

NICHOLAS SMITH TRAINS
MODEL RAILROADING FOR ALL SEASONS® 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE, or GIVE US A CALL

2343 West Chester Pike Broomall, PA 19008 
Just 1 Minute off I-476 Exit 9

July. 2018 Classic Toy Trains Ad  108 Years Selling Lionel 
Store Hours M,W,F 10-9 � T&TH 10-7 � Sat 10-5 � Sun 10-5 (Nov-Dec) 

 

MIN. Order: $30.00 -15% Restocking Fee on Returns 
Product information (610) 353.8585

ORDERS ONLY: (800) 848.9119  Fax (610) 359.9846 
Most domestic orders will follow shipping schedule below* 

$0.00 - $500.00 - $13.00 
$500.01- $1100.00 - $17.00 

$1100.01 - $1500.00 - $26.00 
*Orders with Track, Power & Control Devices, Sets, Expansion 
Packs, Oversized Items, & SALE ITEMS will be charged Actual 

Shipping 
 No P.O. Box’s, PA Residents Add 6% Sales Tax

MTH305159 LV Bump  
& Go Trolley  $74.99 

MTH3090523  
Thunderbird Roadside 

Stand   $44.99 

MTH30204031 Wilmington  
& Western SW1     $299.99 

MTH20207721 NJT 
P40 #4800 Genesis 

 $444.99 
MTH20207731 NJT 
P40 #4803 Genesis 

 $444.99 

MTH20207741 ConDot 
P40 #836   $444.99 

TAKING PRE-ORDERS 
ONLY 51 MADE! 

MTH2057191 Amtrak 
AEM-7 #942 Chrome 

Body w. Retirement Trip 
Sounds  $444.99 

 
PREORDER 

Strasburg 5 Packs 
1 Combo, 4 Coach 

$449.99 

MTH2062072 - Yellow; MTH2062073 - Green 

 
MTH20207751 
Amtrak 44 Ton 

 #1100  
$399.99 
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JOY of billb
By Roger Carp  •  Photos by William Zuback

Lionel launched 
a trend in layout 
development that 
really took off dur-
ing the 1950s and 
has never lost 

speed. The firm’s chief rivals, 
American Flyer and Marx, 
joined in with billboards of 
their own. Then in the modern 

era of production, some more 
elaborate models made their 
debut, leading to the illumi-
nated animation of today.

FROM STANDARD  

GAUGE TO S

The ongoing history of toy 
train billboards, which 
marched steadily throughout 

the postwar period, started at a 
crawl over the winter of 1932-
33. Lionel announced a couple 
of sets of four signs, each avail-
able at no charge to anyone 
enrolling in its Lionel Engi-
neers Club. All that was 
required was mailing 50 cents 
to Lionel.

Successful or otherwise, the 

promotional campaign failed 
to spark ongoing sets. Never 
again did Lionel issue Standard 
gauge billboards. Neither did it 
offer any miniature outdoor 
advertising for O gauge enthu-
siasts during prewar years.

Instead, Lionel left the 
American Flyer Manufacturing 
Co. to pick up the baton in 
1937, albeit in a very different 
manner. Design engineers 
housed the firm’s whistle 
mechanism inside a sheet-
metal structure they called a 
billboard. The no. 2029 acces-
sory had artwork depicting a 
New York Central Hudson.

The 

hroughout the post-World War II period and ever since, layout 

builders have used miniature billboards to add realism while 

providing viewers with doses of visual enjoyment and hints of 

nostalgia. Outdoor advertising consistently improves O and S 

gauge rural and urban scenes, regardless of whether it involves plain 

yet colorful images or animated signage.
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oards MINIATURE ADS BRING 

REALISM, COLOR, AND 

LOTS OF NOSTALGIA

The A.C. Gilbert Co., which 
bought the assets and inven-
tory of American Flyer in 
1938, followed with its own 
whistling billboard. Item no. 
577 showed first a Royal porta-
ble typewriter and then in 
1939 a clown from the Ring-
ling Bros. and Barnum & Bai-
ley Circus. The latter image 
returned after World War II.

LIONEL HITS BACK WITH 

THE 310 SET

The 577 whistling billboard 
was more a remote-controlled 
accessory than a replica of the 
kind of billboard motorists saw 

alongside rural highways or 
city dwellers spied on rooftops. 
So even though Gilbert contin-
ued to catalog versions with 
different artwork into the 
1950s, Lionel was the leader 
with billboards.

A mail-in offer advertised 
in 1949 promised a cardboard 
sheet with eight signs. It was 
the brainchild of Advertising 
Manager Joseph Hanson, who 
likely had been behind the 
Standard gauge billboards Lio-
nel had given as premiums.

A year later, the company 
began cataloging sheets of 
eight billboards with five green 

plastic frames as the no. 310 
set. Purchasers separated the 
signs along their perforations, 
inserted one into a frame, and 
situated it alongside the tracks.

The billboards, which gen-
erally changed in appearance if 
not subject each year, pre-
sented mainstream consumer 
products rather than toys or 
fictitious items. Ford automo-
biles, Frigidaire appliances, 
Breck shampoos, Sunoco gaso-
line, and Zerex Anti-Freeze 
from DuPont were among the 
brands represented.

Billboards earned cash for 
Lionel. However, revenue 

came, not from the businesses 
advertising their wares (Han-
son would not have had time 
to negotiate with them), but 
from Standard Outdoor 
Advertising Inc. That firm 
erected actual billboards and 
so could make miniatures. 
Standard put its name on each 
Lionel billboard.

Jacques Zuccaire, who suc-
ceeded Hanson as advertising 
manager in 1955, adopted a 
different approach to the bill-
boards. His new strategy 
became evident in 1957.

Instead of working through 
Standard, Zuccaire hammered 

No billboard sets for toy train 

enthusiasts have surpassed the 

Lionel no. 310 in popularity.  

Builders of O and S gauge lay-

outs have been making good 

use of them since the 1950s. 

The A.C. Gilbert Co. created 

colorful billboards like this one 

to promote its product line. 

They served as the decorative 

elements added to operating 

whistling and horn devices.
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Lionel began to use 

miniature outdoor 

advertising in 1932-

33, when it released 

Standard gauge bill-

boards such as these 

two. Images cour-

tesy Robert 

Osterhoff

out deals with clients and then 
had Lionel design the bill-
boards. In addition, signs in the 
310 sets publicized Lionel’s 
trains and its Airex brand of 
fishing equipment.

The cavalcade of billboards 
kept marching on. The five 
signs changed regularly 
between 1957 and ’61. Then 

The operating billboards Lionel 

and K-Line introduced in the 1990s and 

early 2000s hardly represent the most 

advanced and exciting billboards on the 

market. Turn, instead, to Miller Engineering 

(www.microstru.com), a small firm in New 

Canaan, Conn., that has revolutionized the 

hobby. Miller has changed the look of O 

and S gauge layouts with 

animated signs featuring 

chase lighting and specialty 

flash patterns, all relying on 

a process known as electro-

luminescence. 

The process uses electrical 

current fed through a phos-

phor (a synthetic coating) as 

a means of creating non-

thermal light. The same tech-

nology illuminates automo-

bile instrument panels and 

the panels of medical equip-

ment, along with electrolu-

minescent billboards.

This technology 

gives modelers the 

ability to add flash-

ing signs that point 

to a hotel, announce 

the location of the nearest Railway Express 

office or Rexall drugstore, or even place the 

swirling red and white of a barber pole an a 

building near the depot. 

The animated billboard Miller made for 

Classic Toy Trains (kalmbachhobbystore.

com/Billboard) flashes a message and has 

an arrow to direct attention to the sign.

Many Miller signs can be 

installed on the roof of a 

structure. Cut a hole in the 

roof and slip through the 

sign’s plug. Secure the sign 

with glue or epoxy. Feed the 

connection for the AAA bat-

tery pack through the base of 

the structure and connect it.

Miller also sells a converter 

module that makes it possible 

to let your sign run with 

power from a transformer. 

While you can make a frame 

or support for your Miller 

signs, they can be used with a 

support framework sup-

plied by Miller to sim-

ulate a traditional bill-

board on your home 

layout. – Bob Keller

BILLBOARDS GO HIGH-TECH

Miller Engineering has 

transformed the hobby 

with its sophisticated 

animated billboards, 

including this one pro-

moting Classic Toy Trains.

Lionel went to only three in 
1962 before returning to the 
five from 1961 in 1964 and ’65. 
Five new ones appeared in 
1966, and they stayed in the 
catalog through 1968. A 310 
set was not cataloged in 1969, 
the end of the postwar era.

The only enhancement 
available from Lionel arrived 
in 1956. Designers cleverly 
attached a light over a frame 
that brightened and dimmed 
automatically. The no. 410 
blinking billboard remained in 
the line as a low-end accessory 
through 1958.

Louis Marx & Co. had 
already tried something simi-
lar. Its no. 0226 lighted bill-
board, first released in 1953, 
included a bulb wired to shine 
directly behind the cardboard 
illustration for a variety of 
household wares. As for Flyer, 
the best it did was to distribute 
a pair of cardboard billboards 
with frames in 1958.

MODERN REVIVAL

The modern era of Lionel 
production opened in 1970, 
with enthusiasts rejoicing 
because billboards were back. 
The no. 2710 set offered five 
signs and five plastic frames. 
Over the succeeding 14 years, 
the assortment of products 
advertised ranged widely. 
Spark plugs and U.S. savings 
bonds, Cheerios and Parker 
Brothers board games, Shera-
ton hotels, and Lionel trains 
were promoted.

A change in the ownership 
of Lionel from General Mills to 
Richard P. Kughn interrupted 
the flow of billboard sets. The 
2710 finished its run in 1984, 
and it was not until 1987 that 
the popular accessory returned 
with the no. 12707 set. Three 
newly designed white plastic 
frames enabled purchasers to 
pop in the double-sided art-
work endorsing savings bonds, 
reading of books, and wearing 
seat belts while in a car.
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HINTS OF ANIMATION

In the meantime, Lionel 
Trains Inc. launched a new 
chapter in the history of toy 
train billboards in 1990, when 
the no. 12761 animated bill-
board entered the line. The 
colorful operating accessory 
featured messages and art 
printed on rows of slats. Unlike 
full-size animated billboards 
that changed by rotating slats, 
the 12761 used a thermostati-

cally operated mechanism to 
slide its various slats.

Cataloged again in 1991, 
the 12761 gave way to the vir-
tually identical no. 12809 ani-
mated billboard for the next 
two years. Railroad safety and 
the benefits of drinking milk 
were the themes of the alter-
nating billboards. Then the 
individuals in charge at LTI 
decided to bring back the 
12761 for 1993 and ’95.

STILL FLIPPING

Lionel’s catalogs overflow 
with traditional and animated 
billboards these days. The 
company promotes its own 
products, holiday characters 
and imagery, and so much 
more on vividly illustrated 
signs. Operating designs still 
boast slats that shift position. 
Newer ones borrow a K-Line 
design to show tiny laborers 
unrolling the sheets and gluing 

them in place on a simulated 
wood framework.

The wonderful tradition 
dating from a few Standard 
gauge billboards in the early 
1930s picked up momentum at 
Lionel and its competitors in 
the 1950s. It remains a vibrant 
part of the toy train hobby, 
with upstart businesses taking 
the lead and presenting hobby-
ists with exciting and nostalgic 
signs to collect and use. 

Something new 

and appealing 

arrived in 1990. 

Lionel Trains Inc. 

hit the market 

with an animated 

billboard. The two 

advertisements 

changed every 

few seconds.
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P
ull open the door and walk inside Don’s 
Electric Train Emporium. Impressive 
sights await, from the warm lighting to 
the modern shelving on the walls. O 
gauge enthusiast Don MacCormack has 

created an environment for his trains 
any reader of Classic Toy Trains 
might envy.

The centerpiece of the room, 
much as would have been true in 
any retail establishment selling 
electric trains back in postwar 
days, is a landscaped layout mea-
suring 17 x 23 feet. The variety of 
trains Don operates only adds to 
the fun. Nobody wants to leave!

What spreads out before you 
captures the excitement of what’s 
happening in the toy train hobby 
these days. Track and switches; con-
ventional and command control systems and 
associated hardware; realistic scenery; illumi-
nated structures; and finely designed details – 
everything attests to the wonders now available.

PREPARING THE FOUNDATION

Any builder will tell you the importance of a 
good foundation. It was a detail Don didn’t 
neglect as his planned the new layout early in 
2011 (work was finished three years later, with 
help from TW TrainWorx). Don built the 
benchwork from a grid of 1 x 3 finger-jointed 
white pine. Listening to him rhapsodize about 
it you may imagine you’re hearing a young 

1   The sun has just 
come up on a morn-
ing in April as a pas-
senger train crawls 
across a viaduct on 
Don MacCormack’s 
O gauge layout. It 
measures 17 x 23 
feet and features 
several levels.

YOU’LL 
HAVE
A BLAST 
MEETING 
DON 
AND HIS 
LAYOUT

ELECTRIC 
TRAIN 
EMPORIUM

By Roger Carp 
Photos by Don MacCormack

VISITING DON’S 
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father listing the accomplishments of his 
child in nursery school. 

Over the benchwork Don secured 
½-inch-thick cabinet-grade plywood, fol-
lowed by 1-inch Styrofoam insulation 
board. Careful construction 
and quality materials guaran-
teed a solid tabletop.

Foam rubber served as the 
roadbed for the main lines and 
spurs. The thickness of that 
material ranged from ⅛ inch 
all the way up to ¾ inches.

Selecting the track caused a 
dilemma for Don. He owned a 
lot of Lionel O gauge curves 
and straights (traditional tubu-
lar and FasTrack). Incorporat-
ing those sections made sense, 
if only because doing so would 
decrease the expense.

Realism won in the end. 
Don bought more track as well 
as turnouts from Ross Custom 
Switches. Ross products, Don 

says, work very well for the main lines (32 
to 36 inches high from the floor). Lionel 
FasTrack handled the subway. Don used 
Lionel tubular sections on the elevated 
loops (44, 52, and 60 inches high).

A LONG JOURNEY HOME
Constructing a sturdy and level plat-

form was only the beginning of the proj-
ect. Don shared his ideas and wishes with 
Roger and Dorcie Farkash at TW Train-

Worx, and they planned the 
steps that would result in this 
E-shaped layout.

Think of Don’s Electric 
Train Emporium as the end of 
an odyssey launched more 
than half a century earlier on 
Christmas morning 1948. Don 
received a Lionel O-27 steam 
freight outfit. Based on his 
description of the contents, it 
was a no. 1411W, a four-car 
train led by a no. 1666 engine.

The next stop on Don’s 
hobby journey arrived two 
years later. Assisted by his 
father, the 9-year-old boy built 
a 3 x 6-foot three-rail layout 
using scrap lumber. Multiply-
ing the fun were accessories, 

2   Different levels of three-rail track from Lionel provide ample areas to photograph on 

the almost 400-square-foot O gauge railroad Don finished. While you’re admiring the 

painted sky and clouds, check out the line he installed right below the ceiling. 

3   Everybody wants to see the latest feature at the Palace. Idle 

boxcars wait for an engineer to finish watching Gone With the 

Wind and shunt them to the local rail yard.

Name: Don’s Electric Train 

Emporium 

Dimensions: 17 x 23 feet

Track and switches: Lio-

nel, Ross Custom 

Switches (diameters go 

from 27 to 72 inches)

Motive power: Atlas O, 

K-Line, Lionel, MTH

Rolling stock: Bachmann, 

Atlas O, Lionel, Marx, 

MTH, Williams

Controls: Lionel CW-80 (6), 

ZW (1), and ZW-L (2) 

transformers with Lionel 

Legacy and MTH Digital 

Command System

Accessories: American 

Flyer, Bachmann, K-Line, 

Lionel, Miller Engineer-

ing, MTH, Walthers, 

Z-Stuff for Trains

Structures: Department 

56, K-Line, Lionel, MTH, 

Plasticville, scratchbuilt, 

Woodland Scenics

Vehicles: Eastwood, 

K-Line, Kinsmart, Lionel

Figures: MTH, Woodland 

Scenics

AT A GLANCE
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including a tunnel and Lionel 
rotary beacon, trestle bridge, 
and automatic gateman.

Gradually, however, Don 
handed over control of the 
family’s miniature rail system 
to his brother. Out of sight left 
everything out of mind. Or so 
the trains and accessories 
remained until the day sometime in the 
middle 1970s when the dusty yet still 
compelling Lionel models went back 
home to Don and his wife, Junie.

For what? Well, Don says a bit sheep-
ishly, only for the small layouts he put 
together beneath the branches of the fam-
ily Christmas tree to amuse his children. 
Since he did so for only two seasons, Don 
dismisses the notion that he had somehow 
inaugurated a cherished tradition: “The 
antique trains spent most of the time 
packed away in boxes,” he admits.

FRONT AND CENTER

Don never meant to wait 
until he was on the verge of 
retirement to get the layout 
finished. “Life,” he says, “just 
got in the way of the trains!”

What changed for Don and 
Junie and their six adult sons 
and daughters was the arrival 

of grandchildren. An elabo-
rate setup at Christmas fea-
turing O gauge as well as 
Large scale trains and struc-
tures thrilled everyone.

Except that Don felt a 
hint of sadness when he sur-
veyed the temporary display 
that would be put away after the holidays. 
More and more, he wanted a permanent 
model railroad on which to refine his 
building skills and operate the new loco-
motives and cars he had bought.

Junie loved the idea of her husband 
planning a landscaped operating layout in 
the 20 x 30-foot room partitioned off from 
the rest of the storage building adjacent to 
their home. It was, she pointed out, air-
conditioned and well illuminated.

With nothing hindering him, Don 
moved ahead at a smooth pace. He con-
sulted with experienced modelers, notably  

Roger, the guru behind the reproductions 
of Lionel displays sold by TW TrainWorx.

Scenery seemed most daunting to Don, 
in particular, the mountain range he 
wanted to stand as the defining feature of 

Whimsical scenes as well as realistic landscaping and eye-catching structures distinguish different segments of the 17 x 23-foot    

O gauge model railroad highlighting Don’s Electric Train Emporium. The numbered arrows correspond to the numbers in each of 

the captioned photographs taken for Classic Toy Trains by Don MacCormack, its proprietor and builder.

Illustration by Kellie Jaeger

Things are usually bustling on the layout at  
    Don’s Electric Train Emporium, but never  
 more than at Christmas. Junie takes part
      in the festivities with her husband.
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his railroad. He read articles in CTT about 
how to build realistic hills and other land-
forms. He even went so far as to enroll in a 
class offered by Roger intended to teach 
landscaping to novices.

FINALLY CONFIDENT

Most of you reading this article can 
identify with Don when it comes to a 
dearth of confidence when making scen-
ery. Assembling benchwork and screwing 
down track – pieces of cake! But the 
thought of making a mountain, a pond, or 
a forest is a different story. Better to quit 
before even ruining the tabletop.

Don disagrees. “Once I felt this way 
and would have shied away from daring to 
try scenery,” he says. “My attitude has 
changed, thanks to all that I have learned. 
Now I look forward to building a moun-
tain or a field. It’s just fun!”

What are the secrets to Don’s success?
Don started with a foundation of ply-

wood and polyurethane foam. Layers of 

FlexCoat, a water-based coating used for 
various types of foam made and sold by 
Rosco Laboratories, went on next. Once 
they had dried thoroughly to form a solid 
outer shell, it was time to brush on shades 
of household latex paint.

The process went forward as Don 
added more colors with acrylics and 
enamels. When satisfied with the appear-
ance, he spread on an assortment of 
ground covers. They ranged from ballast 
to textured foam to colored turf and flock-
ing. Whatever Don liked from Noch, Sce-
nic Express, and Woodland Scenics went 
on. No reason to stop until he saw the 
look he had envisioned.

The most challenging part for Don was 
sculpting the two 60-inch-high moun-
tains. Days of work and a few tips from 
Roger enabled him to do it.

Finishing touches for the mountain 
and other features were bushes and trees 
by Creative Accents, Grand Central Gems, 
JTT, and Woodland Scenics. In the spots 

where Don believed small bodies of water 
would look appropriate, he used clear gel 
medium and clear silicone, all available 
from commercial sources.

ROADS AND STRUCTURES

All roads may not lead directly to Don’s 
Electric Train Emporium. Once there, 
however, visitors discover all roads on the 
layout lead to one of the cities.

If you have mastered the arts involved 
with making realistic scenery, you find, as 
Don did, that modeling streets and high-
ways is straightforward. He formed the 
various roadways by “sculpting” (to bor-
row from Don’s terminology) the Styro-
foam or Sculptamold underneath. Then 
he sealed the surface with a flat shade of 
FlexCoat. Realistic colors, ranging from 
gray to black, finished the roads.

Don’s approach to adding structures 
contained surprises. Typically, the high-
ways lead to residential, industrial, and 
railroad-oriented buildings from widely 
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known manufacturers. Picking out the 
selections from Bachmann, K-Line, 
Department 56, MTH Electric Trains, Lio-
nel, and Wm. K. Walthers is easy.

Elsewhere, knowledgeable modelers 
will point their fingers at operating signs 
produced by Miller Engineering and fin-
ished craftsman structures from Wood-
land Scenics. Everything boasts lights, 
light weathering, and details galore.

Still, in spite of the wide array of com-
mercial kits and ready-to-install buildings 
currently on the market, Don occasionally 
departed from that obvious path. “Some of 
the finest structures you can see,” he 
explained, “are custom models designed 
and then fashioned out of laser-cut mate-
rials by members of the crew at TW Train-
Worx. They also add plenty of landscaping 
and other details.”

Taken together, the disparate structures 
leave the impression of a realistic world, 
one that viewers can feel free to study in 
depth. All they have to do is walk right up 

to the assorted vignettes and investigating 
the myriad buildings, vehicles, figures, 
and details thoughtfully added to each of 
them. Don wanted every scene to be 
accessible, with trains running right 
through them.

DELIGHTFUL DOZEN

Proprietors of stores selling electric 
trains have always needed to showcase vir-
tually every one of their products to boost 
sales and attract attention. 
The same philosophy gov-
erns Don’s Electric Train 
Emporium. Not that Don 
has selling trains in mind. 
Instead, he aims to display 
what he owns to their best 
advantage on his sprawling 
O gauge model railroad.

“Did you notice there are 12 indepen-
dent loops of track?” Don asks. As a con-
sequence of his planning, a dozen trains 
and subways can operate at once. 

With the flick of a switch or two at the 
control panel, Don powers up the bank of 
nine transformers (headed by one Lionel 
type-ZW and two type-ZW-Ls) and gets 
in motion a Christmas express or a Hal-
loween special, not to mention plenty of 
ordinary freight and passenger trains. This 
is one magnificent spectacle.

Enjoy your invitation to Don’s memo-
rable train room. Take in the array of 
trains and structures. Gather tips from the 

scenic effects, which span the gamut from 
waterfalls to forests. You’ll treasure your 
time there, feeling as though you have 
traveled back decades to the days when 
train stores were local hotspots. 

4   Accessories from 

the contemporary 

Lionel line, notably 

the nos. 37935 track 

gang and 34144 

Santa Fe scrap yard, 

blend with the new 

portal gantry crane.

5  Experience has 

taught the engineer 

driving the Santa Fe 

freight how impor-

tant it is to brake 

gently when cross-

ing the viaduct. 

Even so, he is more 

than aware that his 

schedule dictates 

making up a little 

time once he’s on 

safer ground.

In the spots where Don believed small 
      bodies of water would look appropriate, he 
used clear gel medium and clear silicone,
    all available from commercial sources.

CTT ONLINE  
TO WATCH VIDEO of 
Don MacCormack’s 

O gauge layout, 
please go to www.

ClassicToyTrains.com/
LayoutVisits



1  When the Train of 
Tomorrow (built by 
General Motors and 
Pullman-Standard to 
promote rail travel on 
dome cars) toured the 
U.S. in 1947-49, it spent 
time in New England. 
Carl used a 3rd Rail set to 
model the event on his 
22 x 32½-foot O gauge 
model railroad.
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But a boy can dream. Carl imagined 
owning the steam and diesel engines 
shown pulling realistic freight and passen-
ger cars. And he never gave up hope. The 
22 x 32½-foot three-rail display presented 
in these pages is really the fulfillment of 
dreams nurtured since the 1950s. 

AN IMPOSSIBILITY

What’s promoted as an “attitude of 
gratitude” explains the many wonders of 
his marriage to Merry, whom Carl prizes. 
They’ve been together almost half a cen-
tury, and she is, Carl said, “a partner in all 
the decisions guiding their lives.”

One of those significant decisions was 
Carl’s wish to fulfill his lifelong dream of 
building a large and elaborate O gauge 
railroad. It would be, Carl told Merry, 

beautifully landscaped and professionally 
wired, and it would bring him great satis-
faction for he had dreamed of owning 
such a display for as long as he could 
remember. Truth be told, for much of that 
time he viewed it an impossibility.

Lionel catalogs had revealed to kids in 
the 1950s the playthings they 
could request as their top hol-
iday or birthday gift and feel 
confident of getting.

Carl, however, had to be 
content with paging through 

the catalogs and dreaming. His catalogs 
became worn, but his dreams were vivid.

TURNING POINT

Then in 1954 a wrapped box arrived at 
Christmas. Mr. and Mrs. Chancey had 
brought home an O gauge steam freight 

set. Outfit no. 2225WS fea-
tured a no. 736 Berkshire and 
tender, along with five slick 
cars. The train included three 
operating cars and a crane 
car and work caboose.

That amazing gift was a 
turning point. Soon, Carl 
filled every waking hour, or 
at least all the time he wasn’t 
in school, with the marvels of 
Lionel railroading.

By Roger Carp • Photos by Stan Trzoniec

M
ore than most O gauge operators, Carl 

Chancey understands how Lionel trains 

fired the imaginations of youngsters 

during the postwar years. He corrects 

the common notion that the catalogs the 

toy train maker released each year 

amounted to “wish books.” Those full-

color listings of the outfits offered for sale should be considered 

“dream books.” For what they depicted could only be dreamed of 

by kids who, like Carl, had little chance of getting those great sets.

Carl appreciates the encour-

agement given by his wife, 

Merry, their son, Jason, and 

Daffey, their dog, as he built 

the layout of his dreams.
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Carl kept expanding his railroad until 
by 1959 it was spread over a green-painted 
4 x 8-foot sheet of plywood. The straights, 
curves, and switches created a three-rail 
empire that seemed better than the holi-
day displays he admired at Jordan Marsh 
& Co., a department store in Boston.

A turning point of a different sort came 
a few years later. Inevitably, other passions 
and priorities pulled Carl away from min-
iature electric trains. Attending college 
and launching a career dominated his 
thinking, although not to the extent that 
he forgot about O gauge railroading. Even 
during the almost three decades he spent 
in the American military, Carl did what he 
could to maintain an interest in trains.

STILL DREAMING
What’s the secret to keeping big dreams 

alive? Carl smiles and offers sage advice: 
“Do whatever it takes to satisfy small ver-
sions of the same dreams. Then you won’t 
give up hope.” Certainly, the 
strategy he had unknowingly 
developed during his child-
hood.

Carl followed through by 
building compact three-rail 
layouts with his son, Jason. 
Years later, when Carl 
decided to retire in the new 
home Merry and he had selected, his 
visions of the perfect layout had grown 
clear and his talents been fine-tuned. 

OPERATING DESIRES
Two wishes drove Carl’s plans. To start, 

being able to run long freight trains over 
two levels of top-grade track was upper-
most. Long double-track main lines were 
crucial, as were strategically located pass-
ing sidings. Carl deemed necessary a dou-
ble crossover, even if it meant purchasing 

a specially designed section from Ross 
Custom Switches.

Of minor importance Carl decided, 

2  The Massachusetts Coastal RR diesel emerging from a tunnel rides as smooth and 

sharp as it looks. The engineer will finish his run rested and ready for more. Harry 

Hieke painted that MTH diesel and the Guilford Rail System unit in the foreground.

Carl imagined owning the steam and diesel 
engines shown pulling realistic freight and 
passenger cars. The three-rail display pre-
sented in these pages is the fulfillment of 
dreams nurtured since the 1950s.
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was having an extensive yard. Switching 
railcars to assemble a train, which so 
many operators enjoy doing for hours, had 
never been a favorite activity of his. Hon-
estly, he would be content having trains 
just there to get moving.

A second desire flavoring Carl’s perfect 
O gauge railroad touched on his personal 
sense of identity. A native of New Eng-
land, he insisted regional lines from the 
past and present were going to dominate. 
The different locomotives and rolling 
stock he bought or had others paint and 

letter for him reflected his allegiance to 
Massachusetts and its neighbors.

Related to Carl’s wanting his layout to 
capture railroading in New England, both 
postwar and contemporary, was the kind 
of scenery he preferred. Rolling hills, for-
ests, shallow lakes, winding rivers, and 
historic cities should combine to suggest 
the part of the country he loves above all 
others. Structures, too, would bolster 
those regional feelings.

ADVICE FROM A HOBBY PRO

Plentiful read-
ing of hobby publi-
cations supported 
all the experience 
Carl had accumu-
lated, so he felt 
more than capable 
of handling the 
various tasks asso-
ciated with build-
ing a layout. 
Admittedly, he had 

never tackled anything on the scale of 
what he had in mind. Yet given sufficient 
time and resources, he felt confident he 
could do the job.

But there was the rub. Because Carl 
decided to resume his career, all the hours 
of leisure he anticipated failed to appear. 
His dream appeared to have been pushed 
off into the unknown future again, almost 
exactly the way it had happened when he 
was young.

Fortunately, Carl was in a position to 
find an alternative. He contacted Michael 
Hart, the owner of Scale Models, Arts & 
Technologies Inc., and discussed his goals 
and expectations. It didn’t take long before 
arrangements had been finalized.

Hart and his crew commenced work on 
10 modules eventually bolted together to 
create the layout of Carl’s dreams. They 
relied on high-quality 1 x 4 lumber for the 
joists and 2 x 4 sections for the legs sup-
ported with cross braces. That framework 
secured subroadbed made using exterior-
grade ¾-inch-thick plywood. The primary 

3   As much as Carl enjoys the postwar lineup of locomotives and rolling stock assembled by Lionel, he built his roster with more 

contemporary models. They tend to come from the groups manufactured and sold by Atlas O, Lionel, MTH, and 3rd Rail.

4   The bright ditch lights on the Atlas O model of a Providence 

& Worcester RR GE Dash 8-39B road diesel almost leave you 

blind. Carl has loaded his roster with motive power and cars 

decorated for lines based in his native region of New England.
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level was going to be 42 inches high; the 
elevated area would rise another 18 inches.

GarGraves track, chosen because of its 
realistic appearance, went on next for the 
pair of main lines on the layout. The first 
stretched over 186 feet; the second mea-
sured 150 feet. Layers of ½-inch-thick 
cork served as roadbed. Diameters of 
curves ranged from 54 to 72 inches.

Turnouts by Ross Custom Switches 
worked well. Ross also made the double 
crossover. All are operated using Tortoise 
switch machines.

Extensive knowledge of the power 
sources and the control systems on the 
market represented an advantage of Carl’s 
working with SMARTT. The experts there 
advised Carl to choose command control 
over conventional. Therefore, after install-
ing a pair of the Z-4000 transformers 
available from MTH, they added what he 
would need to operate his fleet of locomo-
tives with Lionel Legacy as well as MTH 
Digital Command System.

5    The GP40 road diesel handling maintenance-of-way chores 

for CSX is an MTH model. Carl launched development of his O 

gauge tribute to New England railroading with guidance from 

Scale Models, Arts & Technologies. The numbered arrows cor-

respond to the numbers in each of the captioned photographs. 

Illustration by Kellie Jaeger

Name: Carl Chancey’s O gauge layout

Dimensions: 22 x 32½ feet

Track: GarGraves (diameters range 

from 54 to 72 inches)

Switches: Ross Custom Switches

Motive power: Atlas O, Lionel, MTH, 

3rd Rail, Williams

Rolling stock: Atlas O, Lionel, MTH, 

3rd Rail

Controls: MTH Z-4000 transformers 

(2) with Lionel Legacy and MTH Dig-

ital Command System

Accessories: Evan Designs, Miller 

Engineering

Structures: Alan Graziano, Ameri-

Towne, Design Preservation Models, 

International Hobby Corp., Model 

Building Services, Model Tech Stu-

dios, MTH, scratchbuilt, Walthers

Vehicles: Corgi, Diecast Direct, Ertl, 

Menards, SpecCast Collectibles, 

Tonkin Replicas

Figures: Arttista, MTH Electric Trains, 

Woodland Scenics

AT A GLANCE

DOING SCENERY TOGETHER

Carl conceived of the work being done 
by the artisans employed at SMARTT as a 
magnificent setting for the trains he loved 
to run. Once they had complete the over-
all environment, he would be free to 
embellish their creations, inserting details 

and finishing minor modifications to 
enhance the realism.

Take the mountains, for example. Hart 
and his staff traveled their customary path 
to make those landforms. Sculpted pieces 
of foam   board as well as cardboard sec-
tions ended up being heavily covered with 
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Hydrocal and Sculptamold. That rock-
solid foundation demanded color, so the 
artisans at SMARTT used water-based 
green and brown paints.

Vegetation went on next. Assorted col-
ors and textures of commercial ground 
foam looked right in some areas. Other 
spots required additional attention in the 
form of different brush and trees from, 
among other sources, Scenic Express and 
Sterling Trees.

Carl has done, in his own words, “an 
enormous amount of additional detailing” 
over the 15 years since the layout was 
installed. And he savors every moment: “I 
have found the process of fulfilling my 
dreams to be exciting, challenging, fun, 
and relaxing.”

Shifting his gaze to the layout, Carl 

points out the hundreds of trees he has put 
on the slopes of his mountains. Another 
project involved creating a small swamp 
along the tracks. Elsewhere, he glued 
down different shades and sizes of tuft 
materials from Silflor. Having lived in 
New England for so long, Carl instinc-
tively knows what individual scenes need 
to feel more realistic. Praise from folks vis-
iting validates his endeavors.

Brief mention should be directed as 
well at the narrow river and the shallow 
pond. An epoxy resin poured over the 
decorated bottoms and banks of those 
waterways made all the difference. Mean-
while, hand-painted and commercial 
backdrops suggested great depth. Carl 
especially liked the mountain and city 
scenes available from Scenic Express.

UNIQUE STRUCTURES

The quest to show visitors what New 
England once felt like to a boy coming of 
age there as well as what it looks like today 
influenced so many of the decisions Carl 
reached regarding the layout. Developing 
realistic landscaping met one of his 
demands. Perhaps more difficult yet 
important was adding structures he 
trusted to be representative.

Just as collaborating with Michael Hart 
enabled Carl to show his locomotives and 
trains in the finest settings, so too would 
he need to fasten on the right builders of 
custom industrial, railroad, and residential 
structures. Carl would have to provide 
them with the information they required 
if he truly wanted to capture the atmo-
sphere of his native land.
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Identifying the finest craftsmen in the 
hobby proved critical. Nothing pleased 
Carl more than sharing names and then 
offering congratulations for jobs done 
exceedingly well.

Begin with the legendary Dave Frary, 
who built and weathered a filling station 
and a junkyard including the Quonset hut 
there. Another well-known modeler, Alan 
Graziano, supervised construction of a 
water tower, a propane-loading depot, and 
an eye-catching Texaco oil distribution 
center. Richard Fall scratchbuilt the eleva-
tor structure for the ash pit as well as the 
assorted metal sheds plopped along the 
main line and sidings.

Carl saluted the terrific handiwork of 
Stu Gralnik, who oversees Model Building 
Services. Stu, whose O gauge layout was 

profiled in the May 2016 issue of Classic 
Toy Trains, took on responsibility for two 
replicas of factories and a train station. He 
also built and decorated models of skid 
row structures, a retail produce store, an 
abandoned switch tower, and flats depict-
ing tenements with several floors of balco-
nies and fire escapes.

When possible, Carl chipped in with 
figures and details. He modestly refers to 
all the people he carefully added to vari-
ous scenes, plus the food 
stands, magazine racks, tell-
tales, soda machines, tele-
phone booths, whistle mark-
ers, luggage pieces, oil drums, 
workbenches, freight contain-
ers, and a lot more. So much 
of what folks like he put on.

NOTHING MORE
Carl, when questioned about what he 

might like to change about his big layout, 
answers hastily and a bit defiantly: “Noth-
ing at all!” The O gauge railroad of his 
dreams is, he went on, “fantastic and fun. 
It provides loads of enjoyment exactly the 
way it is.”

Isn’t that the best response? Something 
Carl as a child never imagined could ever 
be his has become a reality half a century 
later. Scenes and vignettes illustrated in 
old Lionel catalogs have in an unbelievable 
way come to life on his immense layout.

Of course, Carl has the great wisdom to 
appreciate this large and beautifully land-
scaped and detailed model railroad as it 
looks and operates. And he knows enough 
to feel grateful about it being in his home 

to play with. Carl has it there to entertain 
friends and family while he relaxes by 
operating train after train. 

This superb O gauge model railroad, 
once located in the Chanceys’ home, has 
now found a home with the New Jersey Hi-
Railers Train Club in Paterson, N.J. 

Relating to Carl’s wanting his layout to 
capture railroading in New England, both 
postwar and contemporary, was the kind 
of scenery he preferred. ... Structures, too 
would bolster those regional feelings.

6   Wouldn’t it have been wonderful to have been alive and active way back in 1930 

and ’31, when the Alco 4-8-4 demonstrator known as “Timken Four Aces” (3rd Rail 

replica) was conquering the Northeast? No wonder Carl likes to duplicate historic 

scenes of that nature on his O gauge model railroad.

7   The herald used by Pan Am Railways, which oversees several short lines in New 

England, brings back memories of the legendary airline with the same name. Carl 

remembers it very well, which explains his desire to operate these great-looking 

Electro-Motive Division GP40 road diesels produced by Atlas O.
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Story and illustrations by Lawrence Goodridge

USE THE BASICS  
OF COLOR TO 
CRAFT REALISTIC 
BACKDROPS

Sky’s the  
       limit!

Figure 1 shows the basics. 
The colors become lighter and 
less saturated as the scene 
moves from foreground to 
background. Distant edges 
should be softer, and there 
should be a reduction in detail.

You are seeking higher con-
trast and brighter color in the 
foreground, with lower con-
trast and color in the back-
ground. Do you want to 
include a bright orange ware-
house? Place it up front and 

not along the backdrop!
Of all the color issues 

model railroaders face, the sky 
is often the most challenging. I 
have seen spectacular layouts 
where the builder’s excellent 
modeling was compromised by 
an intensely saturated sky with 
bright, contrasting clouds. A 
too-blue sky with cartoon 
clouds, as in Fig. 2, is not a 
happy combination when 
you’re trying for realism! A 
light neutral blue with soft-
edged clouds, as shown in Fig. 

3, works better. 

When it comes to the back-
ground and sky, less is more. 
Experiment. Try different base 
coats. If your sky color turns 
out weird – and believe me, it 
can – start over.

The same approach holds 
true in painting clouds (Fig. 4). 
If they look wrong, paint them 
out, have a cup of coffee, and 
start over. No clouds are better 
than cartoon clouds.

One final suggestion: never 
use cotton to simulate clouds, 
snow, or smoke. It always ends 
up looking like cotton! 

Color is one of the most important  

elements in layout design. It creates depth and 

space. Once you know the guidelines of using 

color, you will be able to create realistic skies and 

clouds and add a sense of distance in a modest 

amount of space.

Slight gradations of 

color and contrast help 

suggest distance and 

increase realism.  

1  FOREGROUND: This area 
should have the greatest 
amount of color saturation. You 
can get away with bright, vivid 
colors here. 

2  NEAR DISTANCE: Select 
colors that are slightly dimin-
ished in strength compared to 
the foreground in this zone.

3  DISTANCE: Colors in this 
area should be significantly 
weaker in value and saturation. 

4  BACKGROUND: Dilute 
washes that reflect the color-
ation of the sky are best for this 
area.

The

FIG. 1

1  

2  

3  

4  
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1
Establish a light blue sky. 

Always use a matte finish 

paint!

2
Clouds are best achieved 

by spraying rather than 

brushing. An aerosol can of 

white automotive primer 

works well. Be sure to wear an 

approved spray mask.

3
Make a stencil from card-

board – 18 x 24 inches is a 

good size. Cut out multiple 

shapes using a sharp hobby 

knife. Aim for lumpy and 

slightly exaggerated cloud 

shapes.

4
Hold the stencil 3 to 6 

inches from the surface, 

and spray lightly with white 

paint, as shown in Fig. 4. 

5
Keep the stencil moving 

with a slight rotation as 

you’re spraying.

6
This final step is optional 

and rather tricky, but it 

can yield spectacular results. 

Invert the stencil and add 

underlying shadows to the 

clouds, using light gray spray 

primer. Do this intermittently 

and very carefully. Less is 

more! I highly recommend 

practicing on a test surface. 

Mess it up? Paint it out and 

start over – just keep telling 

yourself this is the fun part! 

Take your time and make 

color work for you. When you 

get it right, you’ll be rewarded 

with a final space-defining 

element on your scenic mas-

terpiece. When your GG1 rolls 

majestically past that distant 

mountain range, kick back 

and enjoy the moment your 

expert use of color has cre-

ated! – L.G.

Distance is 

suggested by 

lighter, less 

saturated 

colors and 

softer-edged 

details. Here, a 

too-blue sky 

and overly 

defined cloud 

shapes add up 

to a cartoony 

effect. 

This is an 

example of a 

correctly 

painted sky 

and cloud. The 

soft blue sky 

doesn’t over-

whelm the 

scene. Note 

how the cloud 

uses layers of 

white and gray 

spray paints. 

A stencil held a 

slight distance 

from the sky 

backdrop forms 

the cloud 

shapes. The trick 

is to spray lightly 

while maintain-

ing the same 

distance from 

the surface and 

keeping the 

stencil moving 

slightly.

NO!FIG. 2

FIG. 3

FIG. 4

SIX STEPS TO 

YES!

BETTER 
CLOUDS 
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T
he contributions of Robert Sherman to the postwar 
greatness of Lionel continue to be both neglected 
and exaggerated. Hobbyists fail to credit him for 
what they love most about models from that era. 
Or they honor him for achievements never his.

Bob worked primarily on the catalogs developed for the 
public from the late 1940s (1947 or ’48) through the middle of 
the next decade (1953 or maybe ’54). His 
assignments involved creating the outlines of 
artwork used to promote new sets and indi-
vidual locomotives and rolling stock. Finish-
ing the illustrations by inking different colors 
was seldom his responsibility. Instead, the 
Advertising Department farmed out that task 
to artists employed by outside agencies.

At the same time, Bob remained an irre-
placeable member of Diorama Studios, 
designing and building small and large dis-
play layouts for Lionel. Bill Vollheim and Art 
Zirul referred repeatedly to the essential con-
tributions Bob made to any number of proj-
ects. Above all, they credit him for developing the landmark O 
gauge layout built for the company’s showroom.

Another plan bearing Bob’s touch appeared a year or so 
earlier. In 1947, Lionel offered to consumers a promotional 
item attributed to him. Known as “An Ideal Lionel Model Lay-
out,” the diagram of a 12 x 12-foot three-rail extravaganza 
should help modelers appreciate his brilliance.

CONSIDER THIS PLAN 
FOR YOUR NEXT  
O GAUGE PROJECT

IDEAL 
LIONEL 
LAYOUT

Robert Sherman 
created the

By Roger Carp

Robert Sherman, 
a model builder 
and illustrator, 
created  “An Ideal 
Lionel Model 
Layout” at the 
request of Lionel 
Advertising 
Manager Joseph 
Hanson in 1947.
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Booklets to stoke enthusiasm

“An Ideal Lionel Model Layout” was 
one of many pieces of literature Lionel 
used during and immediately following 
World War II to keep consumers enthusi-
astic about its trains and accessories. 
Advertising Manager Archer St. John and 
his successor, Joseph Hanson, believed it 
was absolutely necessary to remind the 
public about the company’s products while 
stoking interest in any new ones.

The matter had been especially serious 
in 1943 and ’44. A federal mandate 
enacted in the spring of 1942, just months 
after the U.S. had entered the global con-
flict, had forbidden domestic toy firms 
from using metals and other “strategic 
materials” for manufacturing any play-
things. As a consequence, Lionel could not 
offer new models in the two latter years 
(and it didn’t issue a consumer catalog).

St. John responded by compiling pam-
phlets containing photos of O gauge rail-
roads and illustrations of full-size and 
model trains. He aimed to keep the brand 
in the public consciousness by offering for 
a nominal fee Lionel Wonder Book of Rail-
roading (1943) and Lionel Railroad Plan-
ning Book (1944). They gave tips for 
enjoying trains and planning layouts. 

Hanson followed suit after taking over 
the Advertising Department in 1945, even 
though authorities had lifted the ban on 
manufacturing new trains. He supervised 
publication of Candid Camera Shots – Lio-
nel Trains in Action. It featured black-and-
white images of several different private 
and public model railroads.

Not long after came Plans and Blue 
Prints for Lionel Model Railroaders. The 
tone and content of that pamphlet sug-
gested it was geared toward novices.

Scenic Effects for Model Railroads – Lio-
nel Trains, another publication released in 

1946, was directed at experienced O gauge 
enthusiasts who might have started on a 
layout. Its pages and drawings gave help 
for creating mountains, forests, lakes, 
farms, and other types of landscapes.

Ideas for 1947

Joe Hanson 
and his main 
assistant, Banning 
Repplier, set out 
to assemble a 
solid package of 
promotional 
materials for 

1947. They intended to do so, despite hav-
ing to concentrate the department’s 
resources on the annual full-color catalog, 

Hanson’s purpose in issuing booklets, 
recordings, and charts differed from the 
one his predecessor had confronted. He 

thought Lionel was confronting a problem 
unlike what it had during the recent war.

Instead of having to spark interest in 
Lionel toy trains at a time when produc-
tion and sales had ceased, Hanson needed 
to sustain enthusiasm for them while they 
could be purchased and particularly after 
a family had brought home its first set. 
Maintaining momentum and pushing 
additional sales were his goals.

After all, as National Sales Manager 
Arthur Raphael had been advocating for 
years, that initial outfit could – indeed, it 
ought to – lead to a family buying more 
track and accessories, maybe even a sec-
ond train, over succeeding years. It should 
be the foundation of a consumer’s com-
mitment to Lionel and its products.

The Advertising Department prepared 
a group of brand-new promotional pieces 
for 1947, all the while supervising the 

Bob, whether sketching an illustration at 

his drawing board or constructing a new 

project at a workbench, contributed any 

number of track plans. “An Ideal Lionel 

Model Layout” from 1947 stood among 

the most influential and inspiring.

Joe Hanson sought to 

promote sales of Lionel 

trains by motivating 

customers to build lay-

outs. He supervised 

production of booklets 

with tips on how to 

complete O gauge dis-

plays. Fun with Lionel 

Model Railroading from 

1947 benefited from 

many of Sherman’s 

plans and ideas.

Fun with Lionel Model Railroading was a 

32-page brochure loaded with hints  

for building and lighting a layout. 
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ongoing publication of the popular hobby 
magazine Lionel had been putting out 
since 1937. Model Builder printed well-
illustrated articles designed to enhance 
any hobbyist’s pleasure with miniature 
electric trains.

Fun with Lionel Model Railroading led 
the way among the new items. That 
32-page brochure was loaded with hints 
for building and lighting a layout. Among 
the highlights were ideas shared by Bob 
Sherman on how to model the four sea-
sons of the year (how-to articles originally 
published in Model Builder in 1946). He 
showed how a compact O gauge layout 

could be landscaped to reflect the best of 
summer or winter, spring or fall.

A second promotional item available in 
1947 was a wall poster, “Lionel R.R. 
Guide.” The predominantly red and yellow 
piece publicized locomotives, rolling 
stock, and other parts of the latest line. It 
also gave consumers a great deal of infor-
mation about real railroads and the repli-
cas offered for sale from Lionel.

Sherman conceives of an ideal

The February 1947 issue of Model 
Builder announced to readers that by 
mailing a quarter to Lionel’s corporate 

headquarters in New York City they would 
get Fun with Lionel Model Railroading and 
“Lionel R.R. Guide” plus a third item. 
What was it? A track plan the copywriter 
had labeled simply “Blue Print Layout.”

The mystery item was, of course, “An 
Ideal Lionel Model Layout.” Lionel made it 
available in 1947 only. Two versions of the 
diagram ended up being printed. One 
measured 143⁄8 x 103⁄8 inches; the second 
was 21¼ x 16 inches. 

The name of the plan tantalized. Did 
Bob call the sprawling three-rail display 
“ideal” because it represented his vision of 
the perfect layout? Or was he using that 

Bob Sherman enjoyed creating three-rail track layouts whose scenery and structures reflected different seasons of the year. For 

Model Builder, the magazine put out by Lionel to generate enthusiasm for model railroading as well as its own product line, he 

had envisioned in 1946 a simple yet challenging plan with a winter theme for the holidays.
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word because he was setting a goal for 
modelers to dream of achieving? 

If anything, the plan depicted was an 
ideal. Surely, the dimensions (nearly 150 
square feet) surpassed what the many 
hobbyists, and probably most children, 
could hope to devote to a toy train display. 
A 12 x 12-foot layout was an empire!

Also, the accessories Bob picked repre-
sented the cream of the crop. He selected 

four of the finest, most expensive 
ancillary items Lionel had cata-
loged in 1946 and intended to 
bring back: the nos. 38 pumping 
water tower, 97 coal elevator, 115 
city station, and 313 bascule 
bridge. Among top-shelf accesso-
ries, only the nos. 164 log loader 
and 182 triple-action magnetic 
crane were missing.

Not what was expected
Looking closely at what Bob had con-

ceived, it came as a surprise that the plan 
lacked a continuous line of track on its 
perimeter. Such a loop would be an obvi-
ous feature – and one he might have 
assumed every modeler would desire.

Bob decided, instead, to develop a 
rather elaborate three-rail network pic-
tured traversing a river and bordering 
assorted industries and stations. He did so 

because, in his own words, “a train could 
run in both directions all the time.”

The principal part of the system 
amounted to a folded dog-bone covering 
the top, middle, and left side. A train 
could, as Bob later noted in a letter, run 
through it without halting. An operator 
had only to adjust the various switches.

The lower section and right side of the 
diagram showed a secondary line con-
nected to the dog-bone by switches. It led 
to a series of sidings closed off by bum-
pers. An ambitious operator would be able 
to send his or her train on a short trip 
through rural and urban scenery to make 
good use of different accessories.

Source of ideas
Take a good look at “An Ideal Lionel 

Model Layout” and I think you’ll agree 
Bob Sherman had come up with a sophis-
ticated and enjoyable plan for an O gauge 

Another of Sherman’s enterprising plans, which first appeared in Model Builder, brightened the pages of Fun with Lionel Model 

Railroading in 1947. He did more than just draw the diagram. The accompanying text that he wrote highlighted ideas for how to 

update the landscaping and operate trains once summer had given way to autumn.

Sherman usually relied on his experience as a modeler when devising track 

plans. On occasion, though, inspiration came from elsewhere. In the case of 

“An Ideal Lionel Model Layout,” he studied a public display built by Lionel 

during the holiday season of 1946 to raise money for the Fresh Air Fund.
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railroad. Anyone building that display was 
guaranteed to have endless hours of plea-
sure, particularly if another hobbyist or 
even two joined in the operation.

Remembering how Fun with Lionel 
Model Railroading had capitalized on ideas 
Bob had previously published in Model 
Builder, I once asked him whether some-
thing in there had sparked his notion of an 
ideal three-rail layout. Maybe he had even 
drawn and described the 12 x 12-foot rail-
road for Lionel’s magazine.

Ever gracious, Bob soon replied in a 
letter, informing me, “As far as I remember 
the layout had nothing to do with Model 
Builder.” The source of his inspiration was 
a display Lionel had built in 1946 for the 
Fresh Air Fund. That charity, then spon-
sored by the New York Herald Tribune, 
raised money to send underprivileged 
children from the metropolitan New York 
area to summer camp.

Few pictures of that layout have been 
reported, so ascertaining the extent to 
which it prodded Bob’s imagination 
remains futile. Evidently, that compact 
railroad included parallel tracks on one 
portion of its perimeter. Nearby a line 

crossed the center, helping to form a 
reversing loop for continuous running.

Both the Fresh Air Fund display and 
“An Ideal Lionel Model Layout” made 
excellent use of low-priced accessories. 
Bob put on two no. 152 crossing gates, 
four no. 153 block signals, and three no. 
154 highway signals. Two other favorites 
he wanted were a no. 45N automatic gate-
man and three no. 156 station platforms.

Only a few structures appeared on the 
Fresh Air Fund layout (which was moved 
between Grand Central Terminal and 
Pennsylvania Station in 
New York City) and the 
ideal O gauge railroad. For 
the latter, Bob recalled hav-
ing in mind a few commer-
cial items (a Skyline church, 
for example) and several 
buildings made from 
scratch – as he often did for 
the articles he published in Model Builder.

One for the ages
In retrospect, the extent to which “An 

Ideal Lionel Model Layout” copied an 
actual O gauge exhibit seems unlikely to 

be verified. Too many years have passed, 
and relevant sources may no longer exist.

It is similarly impossible to measure the 
influence of the plan – meaning, just how 
many model railroaders sought to build it 
in the early years of the postwar period? 
Somebody must have, though.

There is no reason why an ambitious 
hobbyist now should refrain from trying. 
The dimensions need not be forbidding. 
And even if original examples of the large 
accessories can tax a typical budget, mod-
ern-era reissues are plentiful.

Check out the track plan Bob created 
for Lionel in 1947 to see whether it’s right 
as the basis of your next layout. Or buy a 
copy of “An Ideal Lionel Model Layout” 
for $20 to $40 at a train show or online 
and frame it for your train room. 

Robert Sherman showed millions 

of Lionel enthusiasts how to enjoy 

their trains and accessories.

Elsewhere in Fun with Lionel Model Railroading, Bob suggested that during the summer three-rail operators build a compact and 

nicely landscaped display outdoors. No sign of how the transformer in the foreground was connected to a power source.
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Story and photos by Eric Beheim

Sears connection
According to Marx author-

ity Walt Hiteshew, the Nickel 
Plate Road wedge tender was 
included in only two of Marx’s 
O gauge 7-inch train sets: the 
nos. 9909 and 9912. Both of 
those sets were made for and 
marketed by retail giant Sears, 
Roebuck & Co. (Could there 
also have been sets numbered 
9910 and 9911?)

While Louis Marx & Co. 
seldom experimented with its 
7-inch line, it appears these 
two sets were special variants 
for Sears customers who could 
afford a more expensive train. 
Both the 9909 and 9912 came 
from the factory with a no. 999 
2-4-2 die-cast metal steam 
locomotive in place of the 
usual 994 black pressed-steel 
steam locomotive. 

OF 
No matter what brand of toy trains you 
collect – American Flyer, Lionel, or Marx – cer-
tain models elude you because so few were made 
and even fewer have survived. For Marx enthusi-
asts, a classic example is the Nickel Plate Road 
wedge tender. So you can see why I was thrilled 
to finally bring one home.

A lithographed Nickel Plate Road caboose was the perfect 

addition to each of the two Sears freight trains led by 999 

steamers with Nickel Plate Road tenders.

In addition to the upgraded 
locomotive, set 9909 came with 
an extra gondola and a station. 
Its companion set, the 9912, 
included an extra boxcar. 

Marx might have intended 
for these sets to be sold with its 
top-of-the-line no. 333 4-6-2 
die-cast metal locomotive. 
That reliable steam engine 

Finding Marx’s elusive Nickel  

Plate Road wedge tender
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would have been a good visual 
match with the black Nickel 
Plate Road tender.

If Marx had meant to use 
the 333, then maybe after Sears 
had placed its order decision 
makers found it necessary to 
substitute the smaller 999 loco-
motive. That, in turn, would 
have made it necessary to 
come up with a smaller tender. 

About all that Marx train 

collectors know for certain is 
that sets 9909 and 9912 came 
with a no. 951 wedge tender, 
the one most often paired with 
the 999 steamer. 

New York Central 

model

Other than a variation for 
the Army Supply Train, the 
951 wedge tender (so called 
because of its shape when 

viewed from above) was exclu-
sively a New York Central 
model. Yet the order placed by 
Sears must have been large 
enough for Marx to justify 
making a special tender with 
Nickel Plate Road markings.

Once orders for the two sets 
had been filled, however, no 
more Nickel Plate Road wedge 
tenders appear to have been 
produced. Such a limited 

quantity would account for the 
relative scarcity of the tenders 
on the collector market.

There was a time when a 
dedicated Marx collector 
might not see a Nickel Plate 
Road wedge tender for years. 
Nowadays, Internet auction 
websites and the many train 
shows being held make it eas-
ier than ever to find one of 
these elusive tenders. 

 A LIFETIME

LEFT Louis Marx 
& Co. paired its 
popular no. 999 
die-cast metal 
2-4-2 steam engine 
with a scarce 
Nickel Plate Road 
7-inch wedge ten-
der in two uncata-
loged O gauge sets 
marketed by Sears, 
Roebuck & Co. 
sometime in the 
early 1950s.

BELOW Each of 

the two train sets 

Marx assembled 

for Sears with a 

Nickel Plate Road 

wedge tender dif-

fered in a key way 

from cataloged 

items. The no. 9912 

came with an addi-

tional boxcar.
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A trend promoted by the 
A.C. Gilbert Co. and Lionel 
involved packing an operating 
accessory with a freight train 
to create an expensive set 
offering lots of fun. The two 
rivals cataloged a handful of 
such sets right after World War 
II, with the Flyer no. 4619 
exemplifying all that was best.

PREWAR EXAMPLES

The notion of including an 
accessory with a train to put 
together an appealing set orig-
inated in the prewar period. 
The American Flyer Manufac-
turing Co. and Lionel devel-
oped unique railroad systems 

containing one or two trains as 
well as a full array of signals, 
stations, tunnels, bridges, and 
lights. The quantities of items 
included were astounding and 
the prices were dizzying.

Marketing executives at 
Lionel also took a more realis-
tic approach. They assembled 
simpler and less-expensive 
packages that came with a low-
end or a midrange train and 
one basic accessory. Obvious 
choices were a trestle bridge or 
an operating flagman. There 
might also be one or two 
switches with the track.

The goal when creating 
outfits with an accessory was 

to reach out to department 
stores and national chains of 
retailers, such as Sears, Roe-
buck & Co. and Firestone Tire 
& Rubber Co. Lionel aimed its 
specialized items (whose con-

tents made them unlike any 
sets in its cataloged line) at 
particular customers to pro-
mote their name and boost 
sales while advertising its ros-
ter of electric trains. 

Story by Roger Carp • Set courtesy Fred Lewis

GREAT TRAIN  
WITH AN 
EXCITING 
ACCESSORY

In 1946, Lionel had two sets with a train and an accessory. The 

advance catalog showed O-27 outfits no. 1419WS and 1421WS.

ENVY THE
OWNERS

FLYER SET

amiliarity with the toy trains cataloged 
by more than one of the major domes-

tic manufacturers during the postwar 
period enhances the pleasures of collect-

ing. Comparing what Lionel and its competitors 
did reveals fascinating coincidences.

OF THIS

FLYER SET NO. 4619 
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As soon as production of 
trains had resumed at full 
speed for Lionel and Gilbert 
after 1945, sets directed to 
every segment of the popula-
tion hit retail outlets. It there-
fore made good sense to put an 
accessory in a few of them.

LIONEL UPS THE ANTE

For the Gilbert Co., 1946 
would prove to be a watershed 
year. Executives, hopeful they 
could challenge Lionel, 
updated their prewar line as a 
full roster of S gauge trains, 
track, accessories, and more. 
The new catalog showcased 
American Flyer sets, locomo-
tives and railcars, plus signals, 
bridges, stations, and loaders.

Lionel did the same for 
1946. Each of the primary 
manufacturers of toy trains in 
the U.S. managed to put on the 
market a full offering. Included 
in each line were deluxe train 

sets that packaged a top-of-
the-line accessory with a train.

Which business first con-
ceived of offering a special set 
of that nature remains a mys-
tery. Lionel did showcase its 
pair in the advance catalog 
issued early in the year. There, 
dealers discovered O-27 outfit 
nos. 1419WS and 1421WS.

A new no. 2020 Pennsylva-
nia RR 6-8-6 steam turbine 
served as the motive power for 
both four-car freight trains. 
Each set included an operating 
car to work with the remote-
controlled loader packed with 
it. Outfit 1419WS featured a 
no. 3459 dump car to go with 
its no. 97 coal elevator. Set 
1421WS included a no. 3451 

lumber car to go along with its 
no. 164 log loader.

Lionel priced each deluxe 
outfit at $85 – $1,151 in today’s 
dollars. Their astronomical 
cost almost certainly doomed 
the two items, both of which 
retailed for more than any-
thing else in the line in 1946 
except for one O gauge set.

FLYER CHIMES IN

Yet Gilbert matched Lionel 
with a pair of superb train sets 
giving purchasers a remote-
controlled coal- or log-loading 
accessory. Sheer coincidence 
or brilliant planning? Had see-
ing Lionel’s advance catalog 
sparked a response? Or had 
men behind the new American 

Flyer line motivated Lionel to 
reply in kind?

Whatever the reason – and 
a full and accurate explanation 
seems unlikely after more than 
70 years – we know only that 
the American Flyer line for 
1946 featured two deluxe sets 
similar in nature to what Lio-
nel had cataloged. Both were 
four-car freight trains with an 
operating car paired to one of 
the freight loaders.

Set no. 4619 used a no. 312 
Pennsylvania RR 4-6-2 Pacific 
as the motive power pulling 
four cars. The best of the roll-
ing stock was the no. 717 auto-
matic log car with control box 
that handled the thick dowels 
manipulated by the no. 751 log 

The A.C. Gilbert Co. first put 

together deluxe S gauge sets 

that had a freight-loading 

accessory in 1946. The 

American Flyer no. 4619 

(shown) came with a no. 751 

log loader; the no. 4620 had a 

no. 752 Seaboard coaler. The 

price on the 4619 was $52.50 

for 1946. ($711 today).
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loader packed with the train 
and a loop of track. Any trans-
former was extra. The price on 
the 4619 was $52.50 – equal to 
$711 in today’s dollars. 

Flipping the page of the 
consumer catalog revealed the 
companion: the no. 4620 led 
by a no. 322 New York Central 
4-6-4 Hudson. The star was a 
no. 716 automatic coal car with 
control box; it worked with the 

iconic no. 752 Seaboard coaler. 
A no. 633 boxcar, 635 wrecker 
crane car, and 630 illuminated 
caboose finished the train. The 
set had more straights than the 
4619, but no transformer. 

STILL THERE

Gilbert kept the two sets in 
its catalog through 1949. Lio-
nel deleted its items after just 
one year, presumably because 

sales had been disappointing. 
It did add a 97 coal elevator to 
its no. 4110WS Electronic 
Control Set in 1948 and ’49.

Perhaps the American Flyer 
pair had attracted more buy-
ers. Conversely, the Gilbert Co. 
might have packaged too many 
sets in 1946 and so spent the 
succeeding years trying to 
unload its leftover inventory.

Looking inside the massive 

corrugated cardboard boxes 
showed how little the 4619 and 
4620 changed through 1949. 
Their motive power remained 
a Pacific and a Hudson, 
respectively, but the models 
underwent modification, nota-
bly being given AC motors.

The cars filling out the 4619 
never changed. A no. 627 
girder car, 632 hopper, and 630 
illuminated caboose joined the 
log dump car. The quantity of 
straight track rose from two 
sections to four after 1946 to 
form a 160-inch oval.

Things stayed the same 
with the 4620 through 1949. 
The only change of note saw a 
no. 636 depressed-center flat-
car replace the 635 after 1948.

What distinguishes the Lio-
nel and Flyer sets is the pack-
aging, notably, the box in 
which everything was packed. 
To own the huge carton is to 
have a rarity; all the individual 
items are commonplace. 

Components of set 4619 never changed through 1949. A no. 717 automatic log car accompanied 

nos. 627 girder car, 632 hopper, and 630 caboose pulled by a Pennsylvania RR K5 4-6-2 Pacific. 

SCENERY  
TECHNIQUES
      for Toy Trains Peter H. Riddle

Get started in 

toy trains

Dennis Brennan

REALISTIC MODELING FOR

TOY TRAINS
  A  H I  R A I L  G U I D E  

ACCESSORIES • BUILDINGS • WATER
TRACKWORK • SCENERY

TRACK PLANS FOR 

Lionel
FasTrack

INCLUDES dozens
of simple layout

improvement tips

John Grams & 

Dick Christianson

Toy Train LayoutToy Train Layout
BUILD A BETTER

LAYOUT
Build a

BETTER
Toy Train

Discover helpful tips for building a better toy train layout. Explore the books below to fi nd 

expertise on toy train modeling, including operating advice and guides to creating scenery.

10-8400 • $17.95 10-8160 • $24.95 10-8360 • $7.95 10-8390 • $19.95 10-8803 • $18.95 10-8804 • $16.99

Buy now from your local hobby shop!
Shop at KalmbachHobbyStore.com  
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Visit ClassicToyTrains.com/DigitalEditions

Read Classic Toy Trains 
on your favorite device! 

 • Live links.
 • Zoom in & magnify.
 • Bookmark pages.
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Diecast Direct, Inc. 

AD Code: 
CT2018

1-800-718-1866 
$8.95 Shipping Ask for a Catalog with Your Order! 

1951 Kenworth 525 (Blue) with Trailer
(1:43) - $19.95 ea.

#NR16303-BL - Van Trailer
#NR16323-BL - Flatbed Trailer

#NR16313-BL - Livestock Trailer

GM TDH-5301 New Look
Transit Bus (1:43) - $69.95 ea.
#ICON-43-0063 - (Blue/White)
#ICON-43-0062 - “Boston” (Yellow/White)

1968 
Cadillac 

Superior Hearse 
(1:43) - $39.95

#EAG-JB-088 - (Black)

  1-800-786-1888
www.trainsandtoysoldiers.com

located in 
Lincoln, 

Nebraska

We Buy  
Train  

Collections  
Large and 

Small
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Aim at your train and say “Smile!”
TAKING PHOTOS FOR INVENTORY, INSURANCE, OR RESALE IS EASY AND FUN

P
hotography is an 
important part of the 
toy train hobby. You 
may be taking pictures 

of full-size railroad locomo-
tives or equipment or snapping 
photos of an old structure you 
want to model.

Let me tell you about 
another use of photos. We 
often need to take pictures of 
our models for insurance or 
personal records – just in case 
someone breaks into your 
house looking for valuables. 

These photos can be done 
inexpensively, without much 
time or effort, and will be 
handy in case of fire or theft. 
We’ve all read of toy trains 

being stolen, and too often the 
owners had no way of proving 
the trains were their property. 
Photos are the first step. 

As you work through your 
collection, you can mark each 
item with a lead pencil and 
photograph them as part of 

your records. Other options 
would be to place a self-stick-
ing address label within the 
body of the car or locomotive 

No matter the medium, photographing your trains is easy. Shown here are a few “point-and-shoot” cameras that allow viewing the 

image on the back monitor and a 35mm or digital single lens reflex camera (DSLR) for viewing through the top prism. This table 

tripod by Gorilla Pod is perfect for this work and forms easily to any position. 

If your camera won’t let you focus as close as you would like, 

supplemental two-element close-up lenses fill the bill with 

aplomb and require no additional exposure correction.

The more popular DSLR 

cameras offer the ability to 

adjust the f/stop for more 

depth of field on smaller 

objects. This Nikkor Macro 

lens is set for f/32 with the 

focus on manual.

WEEKEND WORKSHOP
WITH THE CTT READERS AND STAFF
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or to document a scratch or 
paint chip, proving ownership 
through photography.

Where to begin
You may use any 35mm 

film or digital camera. Yes, 
there are still places you can 
get film processed and printed, 
later storing it for record. Digi-
tal images can be printed 
online or at most pharmacies. 

You can also store images 
on your hard drive, but it can 
fail. Placing images on a jump 
drive or CD is better. Avoid 
recording your images on a cell 
phone! Why?

The ability to focus close 
and with good detail is very 
important, as a court will want 
absolute proof the old Lionel 
no. 2025 engine is yours, com-
plete with some kind of mark 
that shows ownership.

Shooting the images
Along with a decent cam-

era, set your file to JPEG, fine 
capture and white balance on 
auto. If you can’t focus close 
enough, you can improve your 
efforts with the help of an inex-
pensive +1 or +2 close-up lens 
easily attached to the front of 
the lens. A cheap floor or table 
tripod ensures a crisp image. 

Consult your instruction 
manual to set the camera’s ISO 
anywhere from 100 to 400 with 
a lens opening of f/16 to f/22 
for clarity of your rolling stock 

from front to back. 
Shut off the autofocus and 

the image stabilization, and 
focus all images manually 
about a third of the way back 
on the object for depth of field. 

Taking photos is easy. To 
build a makeshift studio, pur-
chase an off-white window 
shade at least 24 inches wide. 
The shade can be used outside, 
draped over the railing of a 
porch or clamped to a small 
ladder or chair. Another idea is 
to buy a few sheets of 32 x 40 
inch white craft paper. 

When photographing your 

equipment for record, look 

for the smaller details (like a 

broken wire) that will help the 

identity process in court.

Lighting
For lighting, consider pho-

tographing your subject out-
side on an overcast day, allow-
ing the sky to act as one big 
light diffuser. Hard shadows 
will be gone, giving you plenty 
of soft light to move your 
equipment at different angles 
to show all its details. 

To shoot inside, set up your 
equipment near a window; 
again, an overcast day is good. 
However, you’ll need a reflec-

tor on the opposite side of the 
object to even out the lighting 
on both sides; a mirror or 
white card works well. 

Don’t use a flash unless you 
can bounce the light off a low 
ceiling or cover the flash head 
with a thin white handkerchief 
to diffuse the light.

When the photo prints 
come back, don’t be afraid to 
write, mark, or caption each 
with remarks relating to your 
ownership. If the worst hap-
pens, a court will appreciate 
your attention to detail, thus 
making it easier to get every-
thing back to you in a reason-
able time. 

Whether you are a dealer 
buying or selling trains or a 
collector wanting to protect 
your possessions, pictures are 
a sure way to ensure the 
retrieval of your goods. They 
are easy to take, fun to file, and 
permanent. – Stan Trzoniec

On this Lionel Lehigh Valley hopper, a large chip by the logo 

will clinch the deal on who owns this car. 

Clear photographs and close-

ups are important. Broken 

chips of red paint when zeroed 

in are an undisputed way of 

showing possession. 

On the bottom of my Lionel 

no. 6460 crane car, a small 

“X” with a pencil shows 

ownership. Your initials could 

be used as well.

If you choose to 

use window 

lighting, a mirror 

or white card on 

the opposite side 

of the car or 

locomotive will 

balance the 

lighting. Use the 

mirror to show 

both sides of the 

rolling stock.

DIGITAL STORAGE 

OPTIONS

Portable hard drive or 
USB drive. SanDisk makes 
a 128GB Connect Wire-
less USB drive with built-
in Wi-Fi for you to back 
up your cell phone 
images without a physi-
cal connection.

If you use a digital 
camera, take your photos 
with a dedicated SD card, 
remove it, and safely 
store it.

COMMERCIAL CLOUD 
STORAGE: 
Shutterfly: Free unlim-
ited storage; Amazon 
Prime: 2GB free storage 
for Prime members;
Dropbox: 2GB free; 
MicrosoftOneDrive: 
7GB free; Google 
Drive:15GB free; Apple 
iCloud: 5GB free. 
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B
ack in the early 1990s, I was driv-
ing between Who-Knows-Where 
and Nowheresville, New Mexico. 
The terrain was bleak and, except 

for the road and utility poles, there were 
few signs of civilization. Then out of the 
blue, there was a small United States Post 
Office building out in the middle of abso-
lutely nothing. I was pretty impressed. 

When I opened the box from Wood-
land Scenics and saw the firm’s 
newest Built-&-Ready O gauge 
structure, that lonely sentinel of 
American communication was the 
first thing that came to mind. 

Those snow-and-sleet guys are 
everywhere – including an isolated 
outpost along the highway to 
Nowheresville. That is pretty neat 
when you think about it.

OPENING THE BOX

This is a delightfully detailed structure 
that can easily be used on a railroad mod-
eling any period from 1900 to today. This 
will look right at home on landscape rang-
ing from Vermont to Oregon. It isn’t spe-
cific to a timeframe or a region.

The design is a conventionally con-
structed wood structure with what looks 
like about three layers of stone as a foun-

dation. The front has a porch with a single 
step. The shingled roof is supported by 
two posts and has visible supporting 
beams beneath the overhang. The porch 
has a wood texture top. Over that you’ll 
see a U.S. Post Office sign and a vent. 

The front of the structure has a door 
with a window and three front windows 
and a window looking in from the left 
side. All the window frames and the door 

are what I’d call a Kelly green. This 
contrasts nicely with the white of 
the exterior walls. 

The door has a sign showing the 
hours of operation, and there is a 
street number sign.

Looking through the windows 
you’ll see a cardstock interior with 
a postal service window, FBI 
wanted posters, a doorway to the 

Wait a minute, Mr. Postman!
O GAUGE POST OFFICE FROM WOODLAND SCENICS

BUILT-&-READY U.S. POST OFFICE 

FROM WOODLAND SCENICS

Price: $129.99 (no. BR5864) Features: Fully 

assembled and decorated, illuminated interior, 

cardstock interior, freestanding mail box, 

designed for the Just-Plug lighting system.

The O gauge U.S. Post Office is a terrific structure with wood shingle and field stone texture as well as all the lifelike details you’ve 

come to expect from Woodland Scenics. The wind-blown American flag is a real “wow” factor. 
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postmaster’s office, and a batch of post 
office boxes. It catches all the key points 
(or clichés) of a small-town mail center. 
You also get a tried-and-true blue mailbox 
to place anywhere it suits your whimsy.

AROUND THE CORNER

On the left side of the building is an 
electric meter with a conduit rising up the 
side. A bit farther back is a stairway rising 
to a platform and door that must be the 
employee entrance. At this point, the 
foundation raises about six levels of stone. 

Turn the corner and you’ll find a wall 
with a roof vent at the top. Turn the corner 
again and you’ll find a two-door loading 
dock for mail trucks. The delivery doors 
have a wood panel texture, brass tone han-
dles, and one sign advising “Notice” and 
the other “Authorized personnel only.” 
There are safety stripes on the bumper.

The wall to the left of the doors looks 
to be behind the post office boxes. Hang a 
right turn and you’ll see a neat detail: a 
rolled-up water hose (probably for wash-
ing delivery trucks). Take a few more steps 
and hang another right, and you’re back 
around to the front.

If you didn’t notice it before, now you’ll 
see the best “wow” inducing detail: an 
American flag stylized as waving in the 
breeze. A lot of toy train flags are straight 
as a board, but this angles downward and 
billows as if there were a light breeze. 
There is a light from beneath the roof, 
aiming toward the flag. Stunning.

The U.S. Post Office from Woodland 
Scenics is a superbly crafted structure. It 
may not work on a New York City-focused 
layout, but it will look right at home on 
the other 99 percent of America’s three-
rail layouts. – Bob Keller

LOTS OF LOCO!

The carbody was a great canvas for 
virtually any railroad’s livery: Santa Fe’s 
warbonnet, New York Central’s light-
ning stripes, and Southern Pacific’s 
Daylight livery all looked larger than 
life on a PA. 

The model was produced as both 
PA (cab unit) and PB (cabless booster) 
models between 
1946 and 1953, and 
nearly 300 were 
built. Not all that 
impressive during 
the mad rush to 
dieselize, but soon 
the Alcos could be 
found at the head 
of many prized 
passenger trains. 

Although 17 
U.S. railroads, the American Freedom 
Train, and the Sao Paulo Ry. of Brazil 
ordered Alco PAs, the diesel soon 
became fairly unpopular. The problem-
atic Alco 244 prime mover’s engine 
plagued not just the PAs but also the 
entire Alco product line. Many rail-
roads divested themselves of the loco-
motives at the earliest opportunity. By 
1966, the primary PA users were the 
Santa Fe and the Southern Pacific, with 
roughly 70 between them. 

When the Santa Fe eliminated its PA 
fleet, four were rebuilt as PA-4 diesels 
and sent to the Delaware & Hudson Ry. 
They had a short second career hauling 
the Adirondack passenger train until 
1977. The PAs then migrated to the 
Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority, 
where they operated before being sold 
to a Mexican railroad.

As best as I can determine, there are 
three ex-Santa Fe/D&H PAs preserved 
in North America: two in the U.S. and 
one in Mexico. A bit farther south, one 
has reportedly been preserved in Brazil. 
However, I could uncover little more 
than a few sad photos.

OPENING THE BOX

Our review sample of the O gauge 
Premier line PA from MTH Electric 
Trains has an eye-popping (in a good 
way) color scheme. It is the bright liv-

ery of the SP’s Daylight passenger ser-
vice. Launched in 1922, the train oper-
ated on a 13-hour schedule between 
San Francisco and Los Angeles. 

The most notable power at the head 
of the train was the SP’s brightly col-
ored GS-2 class steam locomotives, 
which shaved a considerable hunk of 
time off the schedule. Other diesels, 
including the Alco PA, took the point 
at various times. Daylight service con-
tinued until May of 1974.

The overall size of the A-B duo is 
impressive. The coupler-to-coupler 
length of the combo is approximately 
33½ inches. 

By commercial standards, the Alco PA diesel could 
best be called a magnificent failure.  Oh, the carbody design was 
unique to Alco – it was as distinctive among diesels as EMD’s FT 
or F3 was to steamers. It was also streamlined in a muscular way. 
It appeared more powerful than graceful. 

The rear of the structure has a delivery 

door and truck bumper, along with a 

hose for washing down mail vehicles 

(or watering the postmaster’s flowers).

O GAUGE 

ALCO PA 

FROM 

MTH 

ELECTRIC 

TRAINS

The business end of the PA really 

pops, thanks to its colorful livery, 

bulging number boards, and lower 

stripe leading down toward the rails.
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REAR VIEW
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The pilot is fairly plain and appears less 
rounded than that of an F unit. You’ll find 
an operating coupler and simulated brake 
lines. The upper light fixture houses an 
oscillating white headlight, while the 
lower light is a steadily lit headlight. 

There are jumbo number boards on the 
sides, with classification lights just above 
them. These are distinctive, and the num-
bers really stand out, especially when run-
ning in the dark.

From a head-on perspective, the accent 
striping seems to guide the bands of red 
and orange to the front and then down 
toward the track. This is an eye-catching 
paint scheme!

With its oscillating warning light, 
headlight, number boards, and classifica-
tion lights, the nose boasts most of the 
lighting effects. 

The cab is illuminated and features two 
crew figures. You’ll see wiper arms above 

the forward windows and grab irons above 
those. Two horns are above the center of 
the windows.

The long hood roof has cast-in rivet 
and seam detail, and of note are the lift 
rings, exhaust stack, and see-through 
screen above the radiator fan. There is also 
a non-functional exhaust in about the 
right spot for a passenger steam generator. 
The booster has the same rooftop detail-
ing as the cab unit.

These models are large, yet they’re 
designed for turns as tight as O-31. 
Accordingly, there is bit of a gap between 
the units. 

The sides have good rivet and seam 
detail. There are see-through screens and 
vents below the roof line, from behind the 
cab door to the rear of the unit. There are 
two opening doors with kickplates and 
grab irons on the sides of the cab unit plus 
one on the booster unit.  

The Daylight colors hearken back to a 
time when passenger trains were still the 
way to travel. The livery was flawlessly 
rendered, running from black to silver to 
vermillion to silver to orange to silver and 
back to vermillion and silver. 

ON THE TEST TRACK

After a quick lubrication, this MTH 
unit delivered smooth performance.  

The smoke unit was capable of a 
mighty stream of vapor that can cloud up 
a tight space in no time at all. 

I watched with great interest when the 
A-B duo wiggled through the “S” curve on 
our test track with no trouble at all. The 
sound system, bell, and horn were good. 

Due to the O-54 curves on our layout, I 
was hesitant to really open the throttle. I 
decided to take a chance and run the A 
unit with the B unit (for extra weight, fig-
uring it would improve the chances of 
staying on the track) at higher speeds. It 
paid off, with the duo achieving a top 
speed of 90.9 scale mph. 

Our low speeds were 8.4 scale mph 
(conventional) and 6.2 smph (command). 
The drawbar pull was 1 lb., 14 oz.

Though it lacked commercial success, 
the PA is an icon of first-generation diesel 
power. MTH’s Premier line version is a 
reliable performer that could become the 
king of your O gauge fleet. – Bob

The Alco PA is a 

wonderful design for 

virtually any railroad’s 

livery. As the Southern 

Pacific unit (far left) 

illustrates, the Alco looks 

large and powerful, if not 

speedy. Today, at least 

three PAs survive.

photo Don Sims

PRODUCT REVIEWS

Price: $479.95 (no. 20-20843-1 powered A unit), $199.95 (20-20843-3 unpow-

ered B unit), $249.95 (20-20844-1 unpowered A unit) Min curve: O-31  Cmd 

Low: 6.2 smph  Cnv Low: 8.4 smph, High: 90.9 smph Drawbar pull: 1 lb., 14 oz. 

Features: Cab unit has two can-style motors, ProtoSound 3.0 command and 

sound system, smoke unit, and two coil couplers. Current-production road 

names: Lehigh Valley, Missouri-Kansas-Texas, New Haven, and Southern Pacific. 

Further reading: “Salute to a Different Diesel,” Trains, November 1966.

PREMIER LINE O GAUGE ALCO PA-PB FROM MTH



to
y

 tra
in

 m
a

rk
e

tp
la

c
e

www.ClassicToyTrains.com    61

Arkansas Traveler Hobbies

Located in the heart of Bald Knob
Visit our 100 year old 1915 MoPac Depot,

and Regional Rail Museum

400 Market Street • Bald Knob, AR 72010
501-RAILFAN (724-5326)

athtrains@yahoo.com

“The Easy Way 
To Assemble & 
Disassemble 
Track.”
 
The T-tracker II 
draws track together 
for perfect electrical continuity for smoother  
running trains. Excellent also for holding  
sections of track for sawing. 

For information and order form, please send a 
self-addressed stamped envelope to:

Dept. 2
244 SE 5th
Troutdale, OR 97060
(503) 667-2444Ttracker2@aol.com

TK
TRAINS

Phone 740-633-6607

Visit us online for great savings!

www.tandkhobby.com

O Gauge Trains, Track, Scenery,  

Accessories and Much More!  

Fully detailed, operating O gauge layout.  

We have Lionel, MTH,  

Atlas and many others!

500 Hall St, Building 1
Bridgeport, OH 43912

Just off I-70

Tinplate Repair Parts, Light Bulbs & Supplies

for Dealers, Collectors and Operators!

SUPER-FLEXIBLE WIRE for pick-up rollers, and…

LIONEL-TYPE
2,3,4,5 and 6-WIRE

FLAT CABLE
WIRE-Plex

TM

      2966 South Church Street 
Suite 167, Burlington, NC 27215

Wire-Plex.com
Phone: (336) 549-0343 • Email: davis@wire-plex.com

NEW 

contact 

info

www.brennansmodelrr.com

Crushed Granite BALLAST
Dennis Brennan says,  

“It ain’t chicken grit!”

Brennan’s Model Railroading

Shop for books, DVDs, downloads, gear and other 

products related to your favorite hobby.

Visit KalmbachHobbyStore.com
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ACCURATE, AUTHENTIC, PROFESSIONAL 

RESTORATIONS SINCE 1972.

L & L Model Train Restoration Co.
www.LenCarparelli.com

LEN CARPARELLI

1 Orient Way, Suite F-348, Rutherford, NJ 07070 • (201) 438-1266

Visit our website to download our free catalog.

www.JTTrains.com

Quality New &  

Used Train Sales

Jamestown 
Train Depot

Lowest Price Guarantee
Service, Repair & Upgrades for most manufacturers
We Also Buy Train Collections, 540-878-0397

NYERGES BOLT & SCREW CO.
A Division of L & L MTC Ltd. 

We have purchased Ted Nyerges’ screw & small parts 
business. We now offer screws, small parts, rivets, and 

other necessary items for the repair and maintenance of 
LIONEL trains. Our price list is posted on our website.

LEN CARPARELLI  •  L & L MTC LTD
(201) 438-1266  •  www.lencarparelli.com

minimum order of 
$15.00 + shipping

            Boxboro Regency Hotel

            Boxborough, Massachusetts

            July 24-29, 2018
                          Full info and forms at www.bsgr.us

NASG National S-Gauge Convention

Model Contest, S-Tours, Vendors, Layouts, Clinics, & More!

Port Lines 
HOBBY

www.portlines.com
ON-LINE AMERICAN 

FLYER PARTS CATALOG

AF, Lionel, MTH, Am. Models, 

& other S-gauge products!

“Your S-Gauge 
Specialists !”

doug@portlines.com  

(978) 465-8798

ChooChooAuctions.com

www.choochooauctions.com

Easy to use. Friendly, fast, and fun.  

Please stop by and say hi!

The premier site for serious train collectors, 

whether you are buying or selling!
New items  

listed  
every day!  
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
This section is open to anyone who wants to sell or buy toy trains 
merchandise. CL ASSIC TOY TR AINS reserves the right to edit 
undesirable copy or to refuse listing.

Word Rate per issue: 1 insertion – $1.06 per word, 5 insertions – $1.00 
per word, 9 insertions – 92¢ per word. $25 minimum order per issue.  
Payment must accompany the ad. To receive the discount you must order 
and prepay for all ads at one time. Count all initials, single numbers, 
groups of numbers (i.e. 4-6-4 or K4’s), names, address number, street 
number each as one word. Example: R. Meister, 400 E Depot Ave., 
Waukesha, WI 53187 would count as 8 words.

Events Rate: $35 per issue (55 word maximum). Ads will contain the 
following information about the event: state, city, sponsoring organization 
and name of event, meet, auction or show, dates, location, times, 
admission fee, name and/or telephone number and/or email of person to 

contact for information. Name, daytime telephone number and street 
address of the person providing the information is also required but need 
not be included in the ad. Unless otherwise requested, ads will be 
published in the issue month that the event occurs in. Additional months 
are available at the $35 per issue fee. Please specify issue date(s).

All copy is set in standard 6 point type. First several words only set in 
bold face. If possible, ads should be sent typewritten and categorized to 
ensure accuracy.

For CTT’s private records, please furnish a telephone number and when 
using a P.O. Box in your ad, a street address.

SEND YOUR ADS TO: Classic Toy Trains — Classified Advertising  
21027 Crossroads Circle, P.O. Box 1612 Waukesha, WI 53187-1612  
1-888 558-1544 Ext. 815 Fax: 262-796-0126
E-mail: onlineclassads@kalmbach.com

CLOSING DATES: Jan 2015 closes Oct 8, Feb. closes Nov. 10, March closes Dec. 8, May closes Feb. 11, July closes Apr. 8, Sept. closes June 10, 
Oct. closes July 8, Nov. closes Aug. 12, Dec. closes Sept. 9. 

Events
CA, SAN CARLOS: European Tra in Enthusiasts 
(http://www.ete.org) EUROWEST at Hiller Aviation Museum, 
San Carlos Airport, 601 Skyway Road, Zip: 94070. July 21-22, 
2 018 ,  S a t u r d a y  10 : 0 0 a m - 5 : 0 0 p m  a n d  S u n d a y 
10:00am-4:00pm. Layouts, clinics, vendors, raffle. Admission 
(http://www.hiller.org) includes Air Museum, free parking. 
Contact Dave Cowl: eurowest@ete.org

CO, DENVER: Rocky Mountain Train Show July 28-29, 
2018. Forney Museum of Transportation, 4303 Brighton Blvd. 
Denver, CO 80216. Saturday, 10:00am-5:00pm, Sunday 
10:00am-3:00pm. 80 sales tables, 30 vendors, operating 
layouts, model trains of all scales. Other shows: Loveland Nov. 
24 - 2 5 ,  2 018 ,  D e n v e r  M a r.  2 - 3 ,  2 019 .  E m a i l : 
i n fo r mat ion@Rock y Mounta inTr a i nShow.com, V is i t : 
www.RockyMountainTrainShow.com

FL, TALLAHASSEE: 27th Annual Big Bend Model Railroad 
Association’s Show & Sale. North Florida Fairgrounds, 441 
Paul Russell, Buildings 2 (Thomas) & 4. Saturday, June 23, 
2018, 9:00am-4:00pm; $6.00 for children 13 & over & adults, 
children 12 & under & scouts in uniform free admission. 
Information: Andy Zimmerman, 850-524-4399, E -mail: 
GNTrainman@comcast.net

IL, CHICAGO: Lionel Collectors Club of America will hold 
its 48th National Convention July 23 through 28, at Westin 
Yorktown, Lombard, IL. Includes area tours, banquets and train 
store exclusively for LCCA members, swap meet open to the 
public Free Saturday 9:00am-3:00pm. LCCA club membership 
details on club website Lionelcollectors.org. Convention 
details at website early 2018.

MA, BOXBOROUGH: NASG National S-scale Convention: 
July 24-29, 2018, hosted by Bristol S-Gauge Railroaders at the 
Boxboro Regency Hotel, Vendors, Clinics, Tours, Auctions, 
Model contest, operating layouts & more. Cost varies with 
registration date and activities selected. For full information: 
www.bsgr.us or email doug@portliens.com

NJ, BRICK: National Collector’s Club Show, Elks Lodge, 
2491 Hooper Avenue. Brick, NJ 08723. Sunday, July 15,  
2018, 9:00am-2:00pm. Admission: $6.00; under 10 free  
w i t h  a d u l t .  J o h n  L a L i m a  732- 8 4 5 - 5 9 6 6 .  G o to 
www.eastcoasttrainparts.com and click on The Brick Show.

NJ, WAYNE: National Collector’s Club Show, P.A.L. Hall,  
1 Pal Drive. Wayne, NJ 07470. Sunday, July 22, 2018, 
9 :00am-2:00pm. Admiss ion: $6.00; under 10 f ree  
w i t h  a d u l t .  J o h n  L a L i m a  732- 8 4 5 - 5 9 6 6 .  G o to 
www.eastcoasttrainparts.com and click on The Wayne Show.

WI, LA CROSSE: Rail Fair, Copeland Park, Rose & Clinton 
Streets. July 28, 2018, 10:00am-4:00pm. Admission $5.00, 
under 12 free. Railroad Show, Sale & Exhibition. Model, Toy & 
Antique Trains & Memorabilia, Railroad Exhibits & Displays. 
Information: 4000 Foundation, PO Box 3411, La Crosse, WI 
54602, 608-781-9383

S Gauge For Sale
AF TRAINS, PARTS, ACCESSORIES. Vis i t 
http://www.trainsmore.com or write for free catalog. Trains & 
More, P.O. Box 1751, Manchester, CT 06045-1751.

AMERICAN FLYER S GAUGE: 1946 to 1966 Post War 
Model Railroad Equipment: track, switches, trestle, rolling 
stock, parts and accessories. From operating items to 
collectables. www.RISHELAM.com

MASSIVE LIST OF GILBERT AND LIONEL 

AMERICAN FLYER: Updated daily. Original boxed sets, 
engines, cars, accessories, rare paper, catalogs and more, 
including boxed Plasticville, American Flyer and Plasticville 
parts. Buying all Flyer. Send $3.00 actual postage, Judy 
Hajash, PO Box 5, Augusta, WV 26704-0005. 304-359-2194.

O Gauge For Sale

LIONEL “SUPER O” TRACKAGE: All items “Sold” & 

“Bought.” Super “O” ORIGINAL bus bars. Rudley’s Lionel 

Super “O” Layout Booklet, Mint, $20.00. Contact Mike at 

708-845-0937 or e-mail hspanier@aol.com

LIONEL MARX PLASTICVILLE: Big list of boxed sets, 

engines, cars, etc. Rare paper, catalogs, Lionel O, O27 & HO. 

Marx O & HO. Plasticville and Plasticville parts. Send $2.86 

actual postage Judy Hajash, PO Box 5, Augusta, WV 26704-

0005. 304-359-2194.

LIONEL POSTWAR CELBRATION SERIES: 38100 

Texas Special ABBA w/7 Pass. $2,195: 18191 W. Pacific 

ABBA w/6 Pass. $1,695: 21759 Canadian Pacific ABBA w/9 

Pass. $2,195: 38188 Southern ABA $595: 31754 Norfolk & 

Western Space & Freight Set $895: Scale F-3’s 14536 Santa 

Fe ABBA $995: 24552 Union Pacific ABBA $995: 14568 

Western Pacific ABBA $895: 24529 Santa Fe ABBA $995: 

Boxed Sets: 21786 Santa Fe Anniversary Set $1,795: 31718 

Southern Pacific Oil Can Set $1,695: 21955 Rio Grande AA 

w/4 Pass $895: 29122 Erie Lackawanna AB w/4 Pass. $895: 

31791 New York Central Lionmaster SO 80 Freight Set w/

Track & Transformer $695: F-3 Sets: 11903 Atlantic Coast Line 

ABA $595: 38197 Southern Pacific Black Widow ABA $595: 

14500 Kansas City Southern ABA $795: 18130 Santa Fe ABA 

$595: 31711 Wabash ABA Split From Set $495: 18131 

Northern Pacific AB $395: 18140 M. L. Road ABA w/5 Pass. 

$1,195: 18191 W. Pacific ABA $795: 38100 Texas Special ABA 

$895: Misc & Add On’s: 29134 W. Pacific w/4 Pass. $395: 

29129 Texas Special w/4 Pass. $495: 19180 Santa Fe w/4 

Pass $295: 39166 Texas Space 2 PK $295: 39169 Atlantic 

Coast Line w/4 Pass. $395: 24562 Santa Fe Powered B $275: 

34547 Texas Special Legacy B Unit $275: Have Most Add-on’s 

for Lionel F-3 Sets. Call Jim 570-655-4891, Sun-Thurs. 

4PM-10PM Est. 

O GAUGE TRAINS AND ACCESSORIES FOR SALE: 

Send for list. Write  Broyls, PO Box 182, Olympia Fields, IL 

60461

O Gauge Wanted

ALL TRAIN COLLECTORS- We need more trains to 

supply our large customer  base. Modern era specialists- 

Lionel, MTH, K-Line, Williams, Weaver, 3rd Rail, etc. We buy 

collections, store inventories, and parts of all sizes and eras. 

Send us your list or call us today. We travel extensively all over 

the US and Canada. Trainz, 2740 Faith Industrial Dr., Suite 

200, Buford, GA 30518. 866-285-5840, Scott@trainz.com 

Fax: 770-271-1295.

HONEST, VERY RELIABLE, established buyer of Lionel, 

MPC, American Flyer, Ives, Marx and others. I will pay cash for 

large or small collections or dealer inventories. Long time 

advertiser in this magazine. I want to spend $200,000 this 

year. I will travel if merited. Please call or send a list (with your 

price if possible). Charles Siegel, 387 Imperial Blvd., Ste. 2, 

Cape Canaveral, FL 32920. 321-799-4005. Fax 321-799-4044.

LIONEL O GAUGE CABOOSE: Burlington Route (on 

side) Peter Luhrs, 1545 Temple Ln. Studio 223, Rockford, IL 

61112. 815-914-4863

WE BUY ALL COLLECTIONS BIG & SMALL Lionel, 

American Flyer, K-Line, Marx, Weaver, Williams, Marklin, 

Hornby & more. Ready to travel, 30 years experience, 

confidential. Send us your lists today, 306 Sonoma Drive, 

Su i te  773 ,  A l l e n ,  T X 75 013 .  w w w.t x t r a i ns .c om, 

texastrains@yahoo.com, Phone: 972-824-7123

Miscellaneous Wanted

ALL SLOT CARS WANTED. Any kind, any condition. Top 

d o l l a r  p a i d .  PA U L  a t  5 8 6 -7 5 2 - 3 6 7 5 .  E - m a i l : 

slotcarguy@slotcarguy.com

MODEL AUTOMOBILE AND TRUCK KITS. Unbuilt or 

built. One piece to large collection. Good prices paid. Fred 

Sterns, 48 Standish, Buffalo, NY 14216, phone 716-838-6797, 

fax 716-836-6057, email: fsterns@aol.com

RETIRED VETERAN SEEKS TECH ASSISTANCE- -In 

intergrating Lionel TrainMaster controls with Atlas O-Gage 

switches on a layout I’m building in my home in NE Ohio. 

Cannot get switches to throw both ways with TrainMaster 

remote. Unable to successfully troubleshoot via forums. 

Willing to pay for phone time/travel as necessary. Hope you 

can help me solve this. Email: ed.g.weston@gmail.com  

216-526-7308

Parts and Accessories For Sale

PARTS CATALOG - LIONEL, AMERICAN FLYER, IVES, 

MARX, BUDDY “L”, NOMA STATION, DORFAN, ERECTOR 

HUDSON, MPC- 2” Thick, 35,000 Parts Inventory: 700E 

Cabs, Frames, Roofs, Controllers, Bodies, Truck, “E” Units, 

“OO”, 55 Airplane, PREWAR-POSTWAR, $25.00 Postpaid. 

RESTORATION TRAIN PARTS, 135 RICHWOOD DRIVE, 

GLOVERSVILLE, NEW YORK, 12078, (518) 725-4446, 

(6:00PM-10:00PM). PAYMENTS: MONEY ORDERS. 

CATALOG CLOSING: OCTOBER 1st. 

Custom Painting & Building

ARTWORKS Kit assembly service, kit bashing, scratch 

building service, painting and detail ing. 972-989-3834, 

artroberts43@icloud.com

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
This section is open to anyone who wants to sell or buy toy trains 
merchandise. CL ASSIC TOY TR AINS reserves the right to edit 
undesirable copy or to refuse listing.

Word Rate per issue: 1 insertion – $1.06 per word, 5 insertions – $1.00 
per word, 9 insertions – 92¢ per word. $25 minimum order per issue.  
Payment must accompany the ad. To receive the discount you must order 
and prepay for all ads at one time. Count all initials, single numbers, 
groups of numbers (i.e. 4-6-4 or K4’s), names, address number, street 
number each as one word. Example: R. Meister, 400 E Depot Ave., 
Waukesha, WI 53187 would count as 8 words.

Events Rate: $35 per issue (55 word maximum). Ads will contain the 
following information about the event: state, city, sponsoring organization 
and name of event, meet, auction or show, dates, location, times, 
admission fee, name and/or telephone number and/or email of person to 

contact for information. Name, daytime telephone number and street 
address of the person providing the information is also required but need 
not be included in the ad. Unless otherwise requested, ads will be 
published in the issue month that the event occurs in. Additional months 
are available at the $35 per issue fee. Please specify issue date(s).

All copy is set in standard 6 point type. First several words only set in 
bold face. If possible, ads should be sent typewritten and categorized to 
ensure accuracy.

For CTT’s private records, please furnish a telephone number and when 
using a P.O. Box in your ad, a street address.

SEND YOUR ADS TO: Classic Toy Trains — Classified Advertising  
21027 Crossroads Circle, P.O. Box 1612 Waukesha, WI 53187-1612  
1-888 558-1544 Ext. 815 Fax: 262-796-0126
E-mail: onlineclassads@kalmbach.com

CLOSING DATES: Jan 2018 closes Oct 10, Feb. closes Nov. 1, March closes Dec. 8, May closes Feb. 8, July closes Apr. 12, Sept. closes June 14, 
Oct. closes July 12, Nov. closes Aug. 9, Dec. closes Sept. 13. 
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Item #14017  • $13.95

Protect Your 

Investment! 

Preserve your library of 
Classic Toy Trains 

magazines with durable 
hardcover binders.

Shop at KalmbachHobbyStore.com

Buy now from your 
local hobby shop! 

Order yours today!
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MODEL RETAILERS
Dealer Directory spaces are sold on a year’s 
basis at $318 per year, nine issues, (payable 
in advance), or at $40 per issue (billed to 
established accounts for one year minimum). 
Ads will be set in standard format typography. 
All insertions must be consecutive and may be 
invoiced if you have credit established with us. 
No mention of mail order business permitted. 
Closing dates listed in the Classiieds section. 
Call 888-558-1544, ext. 815.

www.ClassicToyTrains.com    63

Lionel Value-Added, K-Line Dealer. Lionel 
repairs. The most postwar thru LTI Lionel in AZ. 
AF, Marx, LGB, Athearn, G to Z. 35 min. from 
downtown PHX. M-F 10:00-4:30 & weekends 

by appt. Email: totbargin@yahoo.com

ARIZONA • Fountain Hills

BURLING’S TON OF TRAINS
16924 East Colony Drive 480-816-6501

All scales G through N, collectibles old & new. 
Authorized LGB, Lionel, MTH & Märklin dealer. 

One of the most complete train stores in
So. Calif. UPS worldwide shipper.

Visit our website at www.trainshack.com

CALIFORNIA • Burbank

THE TRAIN SHACK
1030 N. Hollywood Way 800-572-9929

Largest selection in the East Bay. 93 foot 
operating HO layout. Buy - sell - trade - consign 

- repairs - detail parts in all scales. Lionel. 
Discount prices & friendly service.

Website: www.just-trains.com

CALIFORNIA • Concord

JUST  TRAINS
5650 Imhoff Dr. 925-685-6566

Lionel, AF, LGB, HO, N, & Playmobil.
New, used, & collectibles.
Buy, sell, trade & repair.

Tue - Fri 12-7, Sat 9-5, Sun 11-3.

CALIFORNIA • Costa Mesa

THE TRAIN CROSSING
1113 Baker Street, Ste. F 714-549-1596

Model rail specialists since 1951.
LGB, Lionel, O, S, On3, HO, HOn3, N, Z.

Complete stock of brass imports, new & used. 
Books, tools, structures, detail parts.

Open 7 days     www.thewhistlestop.com

CALIFORNIA • Pasadena

THE ORIGINAL WHISTLE STOP INC.
2490 E. Colorado Blvd. 626-796-7791

O Scale Trains and Collectables. New and 
used Lionel, K-Line-Williams. Come see us 

when you’re in the Pismo Beach area. Hours: 
Thursday thru Monday, 10:00am to 5:00pm.

CALIFORNIA • Pismo Beach

TRAINS AT PISMO DOGGIE BISCUIT BAR
231 Pomeroy, Suite H 805-779-0318  

Lionel, American Flyer (new & used) Bachman, 
Kato HO and G scale and more. Buy, sell, trade 

& repair. Hours: Mon-Fri. 9:30 to 6:00, 
Saturday 9:00 to 5, Closed Sundays.

For GPS users, 92870

CALIFORNIA • PLacentia, (North Orange County)

ANNABELLE’S TRAIN COLLECTIBLES
909 E. Yorba Linda Blvd. Ste K 714-983-7797

Largest Selection of O/G in So. Cal!
Discount Prices, Open 6 Days a Week!

Authorized Lionel, MTH, LGB, PIKO Dealer!
www.milepost38.com

CALIFORNIA • Westminster (Orange Co.)

MILEPOST 38 TOY TRAINS
6462 Industry Way 714-892-9471

A full service model train Store! Large 
inventory, HO, N, O & O27 Tinplate. 

Books, videos, collectors & gift items. 
Repair service. We buy old toy trains. 

www.westerndepot.com

CALIFORNIA • Yuba City

THE WESTERN DEPOT
1650 Sierra Ave. #203 530-673-6776

Caboose, sharing our passion for trains since 
1938. North America’s largest full-service train 

store, and your go-to source for the ultimate toy 
train enthusiast. Open Daily or at MyCaboose.

com

COLORADO • Denver (Lakewood)

CABOOSE
10800 W Alameda Avenue 303-777-6766

Lionel, HO & N. Lionel authorized dealer 
& repair. Plastic, wood kits, rockets, tools, 

structural & diorama supplies.
Special orders welcome.

CONNECTICUT • Cos Cob

ANN’S HOBBY CENTER
405 E. Putnam Avenue 203-869-0969

All scales Z, N, HO, O, O-27, G, #1, MTH, 
Lionel, Märklin, LGB, Walthers, Aristo, Trix, etc. 

Digital Sales-Install. Large  oper. layouts.
Mon-Wed 10-6, Th-Fri 10-9, Sat-Sun 10-6

www.timemachinehobby.com

CONNECTICUT • Manchester

TIME MACHINE HOBBY - NEW ENGLAND HOBBY SUPPLY
71 Hilliard St. 860-646-0610

No sales tax at the Delaware seashore.
Lionel new & used . . . . also Atlas, Bachmann,
MTH. We buy used trains. Auth. Lionel repairs.

Large inventory of used HO trains.
Open Tues-Sat 11-4:30, Closed Sun & Mon

DELAWARE • Ocean View

SEASIDE HOBBIES
15 Daisey Ave. 302-539-1601

Lionel, American Flyer, MTH
Trains bought and sold

www.traincity.com
www.choochooauctions.com

FLORIDA • Cape Canaveral

TRAIN CITY, INC. - CHARLES SIEGEL
387 Imperial Blvd., Ste. 2 321-799-4005

Lionel, MTH trains, O and Standard. 
Die cast vehicles. 1:43, 1:32, 1:24 and 1:18.

Mon-Fri 10:00-5:30, Sat-Sun 10:00-2:00.

FLORIDA • CUTLER BAY (MIAMI)

HOLLYWOOD STATION
19301 SW 106TH AVE STE 9 305-278-1669

N, HO, O scale model railroading.
Paint, tools, scenery, accessories,

& plastic models.
Mon - Sat 10:00am-6:00pm; Closed Sun

www.metrotrainsandhobbies.com

FLORIDA • Ft. Myers

METRO TRAINS & HOBBIES
12951 Metro Parkway 239-332-0422

Full line Hobby Shop specializing in Trains.
Mon - Fri 10-6, Sat 10-4, Sun 12-4

www.depothobbyshop.com
1/2 mile east of I-95 exit #61.

FLORIDA • Lantana (West Palm area)

THE DEPOT HOBBY SHOP
518 W. Lantana Rd. 561-585-1982

Largest train store in the South.
MTH, Lionel, LGB, HO & N. Five

operating layouts. Open Mon 11-5,
Tues-Fri 10-6, Sat 9-6, Sun (Nov-Jan) 10-1.

FLORIDA • Miami

READY TO ROLL
831 NW 143rd Street 305-688-8868

Competitive prices, friendly service.
All makes & models, trains & accessories 

New store hours, Thur-Sat. 9:00am-5:00pm.
www.trainsbyjohnson.com

Directions: Old Palafox St. at 10 Mile Rd.

FLORIDA • Pensacola

TRAINS BY JOHNSON
10412 N. Palafox Hwy. 850-478-8584

2600 sq. ft. Showroom. Lionel & MTH Dealer 
NEW, USED, BUY/SELL * All Gauges Z thru G

Over 6,000 Parts. Repair Services. Trains, Track, 
Sets, Scenic Supplies. Tues - Sat 10-6

www.zitniktrains.com

FLORIDA • Tampa Bay - Pinellas Park

ZITNIK TRAINS
5193 73rd Ave. N. 727-201-9668

Buying, selling, repairing, consignments. Old 
fashioned customer service guaranteed. Lionel, 

MTH, LGB, HO, N, large postwar parts. MTH 
Auth. Serv. Sta. 11am-5pm T-F, Sat. 9am-2pm. 
Closed Sn & Mn www.AAModelTrainRepair.com

FLORIDA • Tampa Bay Area (Largo)

AA MODEL TRAIN REPAIR
8340 Ulmerton Rd., #222 727-346-6629

Lionel Train Top 10 Dealer
MTH Train Mega Dealer

400 s.f. layout, HUGE selection, service, repair
www.legacystation.com    

800-964-8724

GEORGIA • Atlanta (Lilburn)

LEGACY STATION TRAINS
4153 Lawrenceville Hwy., #12 770-339-7780

Quality, Selection & Service.
 Discount pricing in all scales.

 Mon - Sat 11-6, Sun 1-6 
Across from NS Mainline in Downtown Buford

Web store at: www.trainmastermodels.com

GEORGIA • Buford (Atlanta)

TRAINMASTER MODELS
601 East Main St. 678-546-3600

Bargains Galore! Located 1/2 mile off I-85 exit 
149. Featuring O & HO Trains, Die-Cast, Toys, 
& More. One of 13 Lindy’s Stores in SE USA. 

Open 10-5 www.lindystrains.com

GEORGIA • Commerce

LINDY’S TRAINS/RED HOUND ANTIQUE MALL
277 Pottery Factory Dr. 706-335-3353

Lionel and HO Railroadiana
Service and Repair

Open Tues - Sat 9-6
Closed Sun - Mon

GEORGIA • Watkinsville (Athens)

MEMORY STATION
171 South Main St. 706-769-8986

Model train museum and hobby shop
MTH • Atlas • Lionel • scenery supplies Layout 

construction help / workshop 
Club sized 3-rail display layout

mrmuf� nstrains.com

INDIANA • Atlanta

MR MUFFIN’S TRAINS
177 West Main 765-292-2022

“An old fashion train shop.”  HO, N, O27. 
Brass, books, magazines, detail parts, paints & 

accessories. West of
Shadeland Ave. on E. Washington St.

Mon-Sat 10:30-6. www.waynestrains.biz

INDIANA • Indianapolis

TRAIN CENTRAL
6742 E. Washington (U.S. 40) 317-375-0832

Home of I Love Toy Trains DVDs, Lionel, MTH, 
Toys, and 8’X16’ operating layout. Lionel 

Factory Authorized Sales & Service. 
Mon - Sat 10-4 CST Web: tmbv.com 

WE BUY/SELL LIONEL

INDIANA • Michigan City

I LOVE TOY TRAINS - THE STORE
4212 West 1000 North 219-879-2822

MTH, K-Line, Williams, Lionel, Gargraves,
New & Used, Authorized MTH & Lionel Service 

Center. Mon - Sat 10-5; Sun 11-4      
skippertim99@gmail.com

IOWA • Dubuque

CATHY’S TREASURES
Electric RR Dealer/Upgrades 563-590-5318

O, S. HO, N, Z & G Scale
Lionel, MTH, A/F, Marklin, LGB & more!

New, Used & Vintage. Extensive scenery line. 
Repair, custom work & layouts.

www.fredstrainshop.com

KANSAS • Overland Park (KC Area)

FRED’S TRAIN SHOP
9322 W. 87th St. 913-383-3500

Model trains & slot cars. Most scales available. 
Accessories & services. New, pre-owned & 
vintage. Working layout! Open 7 days 10-5

www.yorkvillagemarketplace.com

MAINE • York

YORK VILLAGE MARKETPLACE
891 U.S. Route 1 207-363-4830

One of the largest operating train layouts and 
museum. MTH, Lionel, Z, N, HO, O, G, scenery, 

magazines, videos. Thomas, Brio, Rokenbok 
System, Lionel/AF logo stools. Call for hours. 

www.the-train-room.com

MARYLAND • Hagerstown

THE TRAIN ROOM
360 S. Burhans Blvd. 301-745-6681

G - 1 - O - S - HO - N - Z
Buy - Sell - Trade - New - Used - Repairs

Märklin Dealer
Wednesday - Sunday 11-6

MASSACHUSETTS • Duxbury

DUXBURY GREEN, INC.
382 Kingstown Way (Rt. 53) 781-585-2164

Parts and service, factory experienced.
Parts list available, $4.00. Tue - Fri 9-5.

”The Coupler”, repair hints, back issues. 
Email: dave@drtinkertrains.com 
http://www.drtinkertrains.com

MASSACHUSETTS • Lexington

DR. TINKER’S ANTIQUE TOY TRAINS
1 Belfry Terrace 781-862-5798

Long term experience with customer service. 
We service the products we sell and are here to 

help you. 7,000 sq ft of retail space.
Stop in or visit www.pdhobbyshop.com 
Open M-F 10-8, Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5 EST

MICHIGAN • Fraser

P & D HOBBY SHOP
31280 Groesbeck Hwy. 586-296-6116

Personalized Customer Service!
Trains & Accessories N to G

Authorized Lionel/K-Line, MTH, DIGITRAX
Sales & Service - over 12,000 parts

www.traindoctor.com

MICHIGAN • Saginaw

BRASSEUR ELECTRIC TRAINS
410 Court Ave. 989-793-4753

Let your imagination run wild!
Z to G, Lionel, scenery, tools,

structures, scratchbuilding supplies,
special orders, ships, armor, cars, more...

MICHIGAN • Traverse City

TRAINS & THINGS HOBBIES
210 East Front St. 231-947-1353

FORMERLY MERRI-SEVEN • NEW LOCATION
All scales Z thru G, new and used

Complete selection of RR equipment/supplies
BUY • SELL • REPAIR • PARTS

Tues - Fri 11-7, Sat. 11-6

MICHIGAN • Troy

EMPIRE TRAINS & HOBBIES
3278 Rochester Rd. 248-680-6500

HO, N and Marx bought and sold.
American Flyer and Lionel also.

Tuesday thru Friday 12-6, Saturday 10-5. Other 
hours available by appt. Please call.

MICHIGAN • Wyoming

HOBBY RECYCLING
2313 Lee St. SW 616-257-7155

Largest selection of prewar & postwar in 
Midwest. Lionel, Am Flyer, Marx, Athearn, 

Proto, Atlas, etc. 
Highest price for large collections.

www.TrainTownstl.com

MISSOURI • St. Louis

TRAIN TOWN
9832 Manchester Road 314-716-2755

The area’s most complete Lionel MPC, 
LTI selection. Buy, sell & trade. 

Postwar new & used. 
Accessories, parts and supplies.

NEVADA • Las Vegas

THE TRAIN ENGINEER
2550 Chandler #53 702-597-1754

Big selection of HO, N and Lionel O Gauge 
trains. Only 7 miles west of the Las Vegas strip. 

www.westsidetrainslv.com

NEVADA • Las Vegas

WESTSIDE TRAINS
2960 S. Durango #117 702-254-9475

Atlas, Lionel, MTH, Williams, LGB, most HO 
makers. Any item in any scale can be ordered at 

very competitive prices.
Used trains bought and sold. Repairs done.

E-mail:  nerr@comcast.net

NEW HAMPSHIRE • Nashua

NEW ENGLAND RAILROAD
89 Main St. 603-791-0080

Northern NJ’s largest train store.
Factory authorized Lionel sales, service,

and parts. Old Lionel trains bought and sold. 
LGB, Atlas, Life-Like, MDK. 
Authorized Walther’s dealer.

NEW JERSEY • Mountain Lakes

THE TRAIN STATION
PO Box 381, Romaine Rd. 973-263-1979

A Complete Model Railroad Store • Over 600 
Engines in Stock  N• HO • O DCC/DCS/TMCC 
Authorized MTH & LIONEL Dealer. Walthers • 
Atlas • Atlas O. Sun-Thur 10-6, Fri-Sat 10-8

www.thetrainroomnj.com

NEW JERSEY • Point Pleasant Beach

THE TRAIN ROOM
715 Arnold Ave. 732-892-5145

Lionel, K-Line, Gargraves.
Authorized Lionel service station.
New and used bought and sold.

NEW JERSEY • Totowa

WALKER’S HARDWARE
294 Union Blvd. 973-942-2694

Lionel Value-Added Dealer.
Authorized Service Station.

Lionel, MTH, Williams,Weaver, K-Line, 
GarGraves. New & Used O & O27. 

Glen Roc Shopping Center.

NEW JERSEY • Trenton/Ewing

TRAINS & THINGS
246 Scotch Rd. 609-883-8790

Lionel, MTH & Atlas
Lionel Authorized Service Center

Discount Pricing
www.tomstrainsny.com

Call for hours.

NEW YORK • Ardsley

TOM’S TRAINS AT ARDSLEY
686 Saw Mill River Road 914-329-0354

Trains- Z, N, HO, S, O, G scale, models, 
rockets, hobby supplies. Lionel & MTH author-
ized dealer. Four working layouts. Repairs, buy/

sell. Open 7 days. An old-fashioned general 
store. www.hurleycountrystore.biz

NEW YORK • Hurley

HURLEY COUNTRY STORE INC
2 Wamsley Pl. (Old Hurley) 845-338-4843

Lionel MTH Sales and 
Lionel Service Station #144

Monday - Friday 9-5, Saturday 10-4
(Saturday hours October - April only)

www.gardnerthetraindoctor.com

NEW YORK • North Rose

GARDNER, “THE TRAIN DOCTOR”
8967 Ridge Rd., 1 mi E of 14 315-483-6577

We are your source for O gauge trains & 
accessories. We carry MTH, Lionel, Atlas O,  & 

Gargraves.
www.e-zcatch.com       e-zcatch@verizon.net

NEW YORK • Staten Island

E - Z CATCH TRAIN SHOP
5 Tysen St. 718-727-7373

K-Line Superstore, MTH, Lionel. Large selection 
of older MTH. First in O gauge.

In-store layout! Located off I-40. Tues-Sat 
9:30am-5pm. E-mail: JKonc52032@aol.com 

www.trainloft.com   Celebrating 20 years!

NORTH CAROLINA • Winston (Salem)

THE TRAIN LOFT
4007B Country Club Rd. 336-760-9817

Akron’s largest old & new Lionel Dealer Auth-
orized Lionel & MTH sales & service stations. 
We specialize in MTH DCS and Lionel Com-
mand and Railsounds. We buy, sell, trade & 
restore. 888-641-5876 EandSHobbies.com

OHIO • Akron

E & S TRAINS AND HOBBIES
980 Kenmore Blvd. 330-745-0785

Cleveland’s largest Lionel dealer. MTH, 
Williams, Flyer and Marx. Lotsa old stuff. Expert 

train repairs. All credit cards. 
Call for hours.

OHIO • Cleveland

TRADING POST TRAIN SHOP
4394 Pearl Rd. 216-661-7300

MTH Service Center
Authorized dealer for MTH, Lionel, Atlas Closed 

Sun. & Mon
30 miles west of Cleveland - off State Rte. 20

www.stockyardexpress.com

OHIO • Oberlin (W. Cleveland)

STOCKYARD EXPRESS
49293 Plate Rd. 440-774-2131

Full service train shop
Lionel, 3-Rail, American Flyer
New-used-buy-consignments

T-F 10-6, Sat 10-5, Sun 12-4, Closed Monday
www.hobbysmith.com            1-877-284-1912

OREGON • Portland

THE HOBBY SMITH
1809 NE Cesar Chavez Blvd. 503-284-1912

Your complete model railroad store. 
Gauges Z through G. 

Lionel, MTH, Atlas, K-Line
Mon - Fri 10-6, Sat 10-5, Closed Sunday

www.wsor.com

OREGON • Portland

WHISTLE STOP TRAINS
11724 SE Division St. 503-761-1822

The Exclusive model railroad store.
From N to G, we stock it all.

OPEN 7 days a week.
Only minutes from Frederick, MD.

www.mainlinehobby.net

PENNSYLVANIA • Blue Ridge Summit

MAINLINE HOBBY SUPPLY
15066 Buchanan Trail E. 717-794-2860
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Toy Train?
Classic Toy Trains magazine celebrates the joy of collecting and 
operating toy trains from your past. Whether you’re a collector or 
operator, you’ll i nd a wealth of information to inspire your passion 
as you experience fond memories.

Your subscription includes 9 issues (1 year) i lled with layouts and 
track plans, compelling photographs, personal collections, and more.

2 EASY WAYS TO ORDER:

ONLINE: ClassicToyTrains.com • CALL: 877-243-4903
Outside the United States and Canada, call 813-910-3616.
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Enthusiasts!
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Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, Atlas & MTH
HO, N, ON30, Standard, O & S gauges

bought, sold & traded. Auth. service station.
Mon, Wed, Fri 10-9, Tue & Thu 10-7, Sat 10-5

www.nstrains.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Broomall

NICHOLAS SMITH TRAINS
2343 West Chester Pike 610-353-8585

Authorized Dealer of Lionel, Atlas-O, MTH. N to 
G, Track, Remotes, Buildings, Accessories. Buy, 
Sell, Trade, Repair. Mon-Sat: Noon-6pm 5,500+ 

SqFt. Exclusively Trains! 20,000+ items

PENNSYLVANIA • Greensburg

BRADY’S TRAIN OUTLET
1046 S. Main Street 724-838-8448

Lionel, American Flyer & MTH.
New Lionel & MTH at discount prices. Standard 

O & S gauges bought, sold &
repaired. Authorized service station.
20 min. from York PA. Tue-Sat 12-6

PENNSYLVANIA • Hanover

TOY TRAINS UNLIMITED
28 York St. 717-637-4717

Pittsburgh’s largest MTH dealer. 
Lionel, K-line, Atlas , Gargraves, USA Train
Scenery supplies for HO, O and G gauges.
Buy, sell, trade old trains. Expert repair ser

vice. Tue-Sat 10-6. www.imperialtrainco.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Imperial (Pgh.)

IMPERIAL TRAIN COMPANY
450 Penn Lincoln Dr. 724-695-7552

Buy/sell/trade, repair all types of trains.
Giant Lionel village display during

the holiday season, November - January
Call for hours.

www.undergroundrrshop.com

PENNSYLVANIA • New Castle

THE UNDERGROUND RR SHOPPE
1906 Wilmington Rd. 724-652-4912

Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, MTH, Marklin, 
Bachmann, Williams.  HO, N & Z.

We buy, sell & repair. Mon-Fri 12-8; Sat 10-5 
www.JoesTrainStation.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Philadelphia (Feasterville)

JOE’S TRAIN STATION
21 East Street Rd. 215-322-5182

From trains to diecast to scenery, everything for 
the layout builder. Open 7 days a week.

N, HO, O,  Lionel, LGB. 
Buy, sell, trade used  trains. Located adjacent 
to Choo Choo Barn.   www.etrainshop.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Strasburg

STRASBURG TRAIN SHOP
226 Gap Road 717-687-0464

Lionel, MTH, Atlas O, Ross Custom Switches 
GarGraves, Woodland Scenics

Please call or visit our website for hours
www.cttrains.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Zelienople

CT MCCORMICK HARDWARE
147 S. Main St. 724-452-6130

All scales, all major brands 
of model railroad equipment.

We buy & sell used Lionel trains.
Open daily 10-6. Closed Sun.

SOUTH CAROLINA • West Columbia

NEW BROOKLAND RR & HOBBY SHOP
405 State St. 803-791-3958

MTH authorized service center. We repair 
Lionel, MTH, Bachmann, Atlas, K-Line and 

much more. Hours: Mon-Sat 9-5. Closed on 
Sundays. Call me, stop in  or just email me: 

info@littletrainrepairoftennessee.com 

TENNESSEE • Murfreesboro

LITTLE TRAIN REPAIR SHOP
814 Woodmont Drive 615-956-9084  

Authorized  Lionel Dealer. Pre-War, Post-War & 
Modern. Hundreds of rolling stock cars. Large 
inventory of engines and accessories including 
O,  HO,  &  N  Scale.  Monday - Saturday 9-5

TENNESSEE • Murfreesboro

THOR’S
416-F Medical Center Pkwy. 615-895-6918

Of� cial Lionel Layout Builder Since 2001
Traingineer shop/showroom includes;

Custom Layouts, Modulars, Model Stations,
Bridge Kits...come see...there’s always

something new!!! www.TrainWorxStore.com

TEXAS • Dallas

TW TRAINWORX
2808 McGowan St. 877-881-4997

OPEN 7 DAYS  MON - SAT: 10-7; SUN: 11-4
Authorized Dealer Most Brands & Repairs

New & Vintage ALL SCALES, Special Orders
I-95 Exit 92B West 1.2 mi to CSX Tracks

VIRGINA • Ashland (Richmond)

TINY TIM’S TOYS & TRAINS
104 S.  Railroad Ave. 804-368-0063

Northern Virginia’s largest & most complete 
train store for new & gently used Lionel,
MTH & Bachmann. We carry Standard,

O, O-27, S, HO & N. Expert repairs. 
dandhtrains@comcast.net

VIRGINIA • Manassas

TOY TRAINS & COLLECTIBLES
7216 New Market Court 571-379-5497

Lionel, LGB, G, AF, HO, N & MTH
Buy, sell, trade, repair.
Mon-Fri 10-6; Sat 10-5

Two minutes off Exit 146 on I-81.

VIRGINIA • Roanoke

RAIL YARD HOBBY SHOP
7547 Williamson Rd. 540-362-1714

Full service storefront & online store. All makes 
& scales. New/used trains sales, service, repair 
& upgrades. Retail Store - www.traindepot.biz 
Authorized Lionel Service Station & Digitrax 
dealer. Online Sales Visit www.JTTrains.com

VIRGINIA/MARYLAND • Chantilly, VA

TRAIN DEPOT
13944 Willard Rd., Suite I 703-953-3767

Close to SEA-TAC airport - short drive from
downtown Seattle. New & vintage electric trains 

in all scales. Tues - Sat 11-6
www.electrictrainshop.com

WASHINGTON • Burien (Seattle)

THE ELECTRIC TRAIN SHOP
625 SW 152nd St. 206-244-7077

Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, HO, N.
Buy, sell, and repair.

Supplying all your railroading needs.
Open Mon.-Sat.

www.eastsidetrains.com

WASHINGTON • Kirkland

EASTSIDE TRAINS, INC.
217 Central Way 425-828-4098

Largest Selection of Trains in the Valley
Buy - Sell - Trade - New & Used Trains

MTH-Weaver-Williams-Lionel-Atlas-Dept 56
M, F 12-7, Tu,W,Th 12-6, Sat 10-3

www.patstrains.com

WEST VIRGINIA • Wheeling

PATRICK’S TRAINS
142 29th Street 304-232-0714

Lionel, MTH, Atlas, American Flyer, K-Line, 
Kalmbach. Over 500 engines on display.

Also carry G, HO, N scale trains.
New and used. Repair, buy, sell, trade.

www.sommerfelds.com

WISCONSIN • Butler

SOMMERFELD’S TRAINS HOBBIES
12620 W. Hampton Ave. 262-783-7797

NE Wis. largest O Gauge dealer. Lionel, MTH, 
Atlas O, 3rd Rail, Weaver & Williams Acces-

sories, structures, books & videos. Open
Mon 12-7 Tues-Fri 10-5  (Sat 10-2 Nov-Mar)

www.railtycoon.com (formerly GB TV & Trains)

WISCONSIN • Green Bay

GB TRAIN SHOP
1353 Velp Ave. 920-496-9697

Model trains in G, O, S, HO, N, Z. Old toy trains, 
railway antiques, art, books, DVDs, souvenirs 

and Thomas too. Canadian road names a 
specialty. 20 min. west of Kamloops.

www.kellyskaboose.ca

CANADA–BC • Savona

KELLY’S KABOOSE, THE RAILWAY STORE
6648 Savona Access Rd. 250-377-8510

New & used Lionel, MTH, Marx, AF. Trains & 
accessories for the collector & operator bought 
& sold. Walther’s dealer. Lionel SS#516. Orders 

1–888–MALWOOD (toll free)
e-mail: malwoodstation@rogers.com

CANADA–ON • Dunrobin (Ottawa)

MALWOOD STATION
1169 Murphy Side Rd. 613-832-1374

Model Trains for Beginners to the Experts
Buy, Sell, Trade, Repair

O/O27, HO, N, S, G
Lionel/MTH Auth. Sales & Service Centers

www.lioneltrains.ca

CANADA–ON • Fergus

2B IN TRAINS
6168 Road 29 519-787-3280

6,000 sq. ft. All  Trains!
Premier Selection & Service!
In store clinics and layouts!

Railfan Headquarters! Quick special orders!
www.cvrco.com

CANADA–ON • Mississauga

CREDIT VALLEY RAILWAY COMPANY, LTD.
2900 Argentia Rd. Unit #24 1-800-464-1730

45 Min North of Guelph. Authorized Lionel value 
added dealer. One of Canada’s largest Lionel 

retailers MTH, K-Line & more. Full line HO 
dealer. www.tctrainscanada.com 

Fax 519-323-3809. Closed Monday

CANADA–ON • Mount Forest

THE TRAIN CELLAR CLASSIC TRAINS
130 Main St. North 519-323-3935

Model Railroad Specialists since 1962
Lionel Authorized Distributor & Repair Center

All Scales - Special Orders
Closed Mondays www.georgestrains.com

CANADA–ON • Toronto (Markham)

GEORGE’S TRAINS LTD.
550 Alden Rd., Unit 101 905-470-6200

 

 

Run your Retail Directory ad in the 
next issue of Classic Toy Trains!

 Call 888-558-1544, ext. 815  
for more information.
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Build a compact 
O gauge layout
Follow along as we use new 
materials and techniques to 
build a fun 5 x 9-foot railroad.

Crafting a realistic 
coal-country layout 
This 16 x 21-foot O gauge 
railroad is real-world gritty.

A working clock 
tower for your town
Add a city centerpiece with 
this easy-to-build project.  
 

How to put a price  
on happiness
An inside look at how the 
Greenberg Pocket Price  
Guides are produced.
 

Plus news, reviews, 
Q&As, and more!
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The basic bits and pieces I 
originally used were a Marx 
Type F truck and a handful of 
parts. These included a Marx 
tab-and-slot coupler (rivet 
mounted), an O gauge wheel-
set, a 2 x 3-inch piece of cotton 
flannel, a 1¾-inch length of 
quarter-round wood trim 
molding, a no. 4 x ⅜-inch 
round, a Phillips-head wood 
screw, and a no. 6-32 x ⅜-inch 
slotted-head machine screw 
with a nut.

I folded the cleaning pad 
over the quarter-round trim 
and attached the cloth-covered 
wood trim to the truck using 
the no. 4 wood screw. This 
replaced one wheel on the 
truck. Next, I used the no. 6-32 
machine screw to secure a tab-
and-slot coupler to the truck 
before installing the wheelset. 

I attach the truck to the 
drawbar of a steam locomotive 
without its tender and run the 
unit around my layout. Adding 
a bit of track-cleaning fluid to 

the pad helps remove stubborn 
dirt. You could even substitute 
very fine-grit, wet-or-dry 
sandpaper for the fabric pad.

The updated version of the 
project applies to operators 
who prefer a knuckle coupler 
on their track cleaner. 

I used a Marx knuckle cou-
pler, two washers for ¼-inch 

size bolts and two washers for 
no. 6 or 8 size screws. 

Next, I modified the 
knuckle by filing off the bump 
on the knuckle finger. Once 
the surface was flat, I used 
super glue to affix a small 
washer to the outside of the 
knuckle. I filed down the rein-
forcing rib of the coupler arm.

Next, I fastened the coupler 
to the truck’s top frame with 
the machine screw, using a 
small washer above and two 
large washers below the cou-
pler arm.  

You need only apply clean-
ing fluid to the pad, couple it 
to a locomotive, and start 
cleaning! – Harry Noble

A cheap track cleaner, knuckle-coupler version
A NIFTY TRACK CLEANER ADDENDUM

TIPS • TOOLS • TECHNIQUES
WITH THE CTT READERS AND STAFF

EDITOR’S NOTE
In our October 2013 Tips 

column, Harry Noble showed 

how to make a simple track 

cleaner using a Marx truck 

with tab-and-slot couplers. 

Here, he adds a variation to 

the project by using a Marx 

knuckle coupler instead of a 

tab-and-slot type. 

1. Other than substituting one type of Marx coupler for 

another, the parts needed for this simple project are the same 

as outlined in our October 2013 issue: a Marx coupler (rivet 

mounted), an O gauge wheelset, a 2 x 3-inch piece of cotton 

flannel, a 1¾-inch length of quarter-round trim molding, a no. 4 

x 3⁄8-inch round, a Phillips-head wood screw, and a no. 6-32 x 3⁄8-

inch slotted-head machine screw with a nut. 2. This is a view of 

the tab-version of the assembled coupler. 3. This is the 

assembled coupler-equipped version.  4. The Marx coupler arm 

has a reenforcing rib that must be filed down.

AVOID A GOOEY MESS
Applying ballast and glue can make a bit of a 
mess on your rails. I was glad to discover that 
the throw-away blade savers on Rain-X wiper 
blades make perfect temporary rail covers for 
this task. – Jeff Rigling

1 2

3

4



LIONEL 

HERITAGE FLAG BOXCAR 

with LED Lights85401 UP
85402 CNW
85403 MKT
85404 MP
85405 DRGW
85406 SP
85407 WP
85409 UP STEAM PROGRESS

WITH BLUE TOOTH

85046 BNSF #9214
85047 BNSF #9287
85050 CSX #4849
85051 EMD #8665

85052 EMD #1201
85053 KCS #4156
85055 NS #1030
85057 UP #8650
85058 UP #8665

LIONEL SD70Ace

#85408 
SPIRIT OF UP FLAG BOXCAR 

with LED Lights

SALE $93.99
#85315 SD70Ace 
WITH BLUE TOOTH

WILLIAMS 
NORFOLK SOUTHERN HERITAGE 
SD90

SUPER 
SALE 
$169.99
EA.

LIONEL LION CHIEF PLUS FT AA

SUPER SALE $349.99

LIONEL LION CHIEF PLUS GP38

SUPER SALE 
$199.99

#82828 UNION PACIFIC

SALE 
$299.99

SUPER 
SALE 

$29.99 
EA.

#82091 PENNSYLVANIA
#82093 SANTA FE
#82094 NORFOLK SOUTHERN
#82095 AMTRAK

#82092 MOW . . . . . . . . . . . . . $39.99

LIONEL WORK CABOOSE
LIGHTED

LIONEL #82726 LIONEL LINES FA POWERED & DUMMY 
GREEN PASSENGER SET

CONVENTIONAL
LIONEL 
SD-40

84256 SF #5006
84257 SF #5018
84258 UP #4057
84259 UP #4062
84260 CSX #4614
84261 CSX #4621

84263 PRR #6089
84264 SRR #3170
84265 SRR #3200
84267 SP #7500
84268 WMD #7547
84269 WMD #7549

WILLIAMS BALDWIN 4-6-0 
STEAM LOCOMOTIVE SALE 

$259.99 EA.

84075 ACL
84081 CONRAIL
84085 L&N

84088 NYC
84091 PRR

LIONEL E8 AA

LEGACY

LIONEL #84296 SOUTHERN PACIFIC SD40R “SALAD BOWL” SET

SEE ON-LINE LEGACY

LEGACY
83368 EL #3607
83369 EL #3618
83370 EL BICENTENNICAL
83371 GN HUSTLE MUSCLE
83372 GN #402
83373 GN #407

83374 PC #6235
83376 SRR, #3137
83378 SP, #8801
83381 UP, #21

LIONEL 
SD45 SALE $559.99 EA.

LEGACY
84096 BNSF #9300
84097 BNSF, #9385
84098 CN, #8100
84099 CN, #8102
84100 CSX #4837
84101 CSX #4843

84102 EMDX #72
84103 EMDX #73
84104 MONTANA, #4309
84106 UP Flag, #8360
84107 UP Flag, #8415

LIONEL 
SD70Ace

SALE 
$559.99 EA.

82757 CP
82758 CP

82760 NS
82761 UP

WILLIAMS SCALE 
PENNSYLVANIA GG-1 WITH 
TRUE-BLAST PLUS SOUND

WILLIAMS 4-6-2 SEMI SCALE 
PACIFIC

#40804 WABASH

LIONEL BIRNEY TROLLEY

83426 JOHNSTOWN
82412 READING
82413 LIONEL TRANSIT

SALE $89.99 EA.

41850 5-STRIPE

LIONEL SD-38

82796 CONRAIL
82797 CONRAIL

82798 DM&IR
82799 DM&IR

LEGACY

LIONEL #82786 CHESSIE GP-9
LEGACY

82829 B&O
82831 GN
82832 MILWAUKEE

82833 PERE MARQUETTE
82834 SEABOARD

LIONEL E7 AA

LEGACY

LIONEL SD60E 

NORFOLK & SOUTHERN

LIONEL 
LION CHIEF PLUS 

RECTIFIER

SUPER 
SALE 

$159.99 EA.

82175 VIRGINIAN
82176 NORFOLK & WESTERN
82177 NEW HAVEN
82178 UNION PACIFIC
82179 PENNSYLVANIA

LIONEL LION CHIEF PLUS GP20

SALE 
$299.99 

EA.82171 BNSF
82173 NORFOLK SOUTHERN
82174 NEW YORK SUSQUAHANNA & WESTERN

39538 NKP 39542 WEYERHAEUSER

39532 SANTA FE
39533 CP
39535 GN

39536 MKT #26
39540 SOUTHERN
39541 SP

O-LINE TRAINS 
MOTORIZED SPEEDER

403 NYC
404 SEPTA
405 BNSF
407 METRO NORTH

#23101 PENNSYLVANIA

#23103 SOUTHERN

#23104 DENVER RIO GRANDE

WILLIAMS GENESIS SCALE 
A-UNIT DIESELS 
WITH TRUE-BLAST PLUS SOUND

82215 SF WARBONNET #440
82216 SF WARBONNET #444

LIONEL ES44AC

#82296 ERIESALE $437.99

81444 PENNSYLVANIA
81446 SANTA FE
81447 NS
81448 AMTRAK

LIONEL COMMAND CONTROL 
TIE JECTOR

WE ARE LIONEL‘S SECOND LARGEST DEALER IN THE WORLD!

WILLIAMS FM TRAINMASTER

WILLIAMS U33C

22210 SOUTHERN PACIFIC
22218 WESTERN PACIFIC

LIONEL SPEEDER 
COMMAND CONTROL

SUPER SALE 
$99.99 EA.

37061 UNION PACIFIC
37062 NORFOLK SOUTHERN
37064 CSX
37065 BNSF
37067 NEW YORK CENTRAL
37068 CANADIAN NATIONAL

37067 NYC. . . . . . . . . BEST DEAL $89.99

LIONEL LION CHIEF PLUS RS-3

SALE 
$289.99 

EA.

38778 CHICAGO NORTHWESTERN
38819 RIO GRANDE

THE PRODUCTS WE SELL ARE NOT TOYS AND ARE NOT INTENDED FOR USE BY CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 14. THESE PRODUCTS ARE MODEL RAILROAD EQUIPMENT & ACCESSORIES AND ARE INTENDED FOR USE BY ADULTS.

28471 SANTA FE
28473 GN
28475 UP
28480 GTW
38800 BOSTON & MAINE
38811 RIO GRANDE
38813 CHESAPEAKE & OHIO

LIONEL INSPECTION VEHICLE

SALE $131.99 
EA.

LIONEL COMMAND CONTROL 
PICK-UP TRUCKS

SALE 
$139.99 EA.

21101 CP
21113 WABASH
21114 N&W

LIONEL #84512 LIONEL LINES S2 “TINPLATE INSPIRED” SET

SEE ON-LINE

LIONEL ALCO PA AA

82220 SP
82223 RG

82226 LV
82229 MP

LIONEL 
SD-40

82274 B&O CHESSIE #7500
82275 B&O CHESSIE #7593
82276 BN #6314
82282 CONRAIL #6308

82283 CONRAIL #6350
82285 SP #8402
82286 SP #8457
82288 CLINCHFIELD #3000
82289 CLINCHFIELD #3006

BEST 
DEAL

$39.99 

COMMAND 
CONTROL

LEGACY

LEGACY

LEGACY

83420 
VETERANS

83421 
GO RAIL

83422 
911 FIRST 
RESPONDERS

LIONEL SD-90MAC LEGACY

21650 B&M
21651 PENNSYLVANIA
21652 UNION PACIFIC
21653 WESTERN PACIFIC

SUPER SALE 
$199.99 EA.

23902 CHICAGO
23903 BROOKLYN & QUEENS
23904 BALTIMORE
23906 ST. LOUIS

23907 TORONTO 
23908 CLEVELAND
23910 SAN FRANSICO

WELDED

82749 PRR,GREEN, 5-STRIPE
82751 PRR,TUSCAN, 5-STRIPE
82752 PRR, GREEN, SINGLE STRIPE
82754 PENN CENTRAL, GREEN
82755 AMTRAK, SILVER

LIONEL 
SCALE 

GG-1

BUILT-TO-ORDER

23401 AMTRAK PACIFIC SUNLINER
23402 AMTRAK CALIFORNIA
23403 AMTRAK CASCADES

WILLIAMS F59 PHI
Prototype Pictured

82205 BNSF 
“Golden Swoosh”

82207 
ROCK ISLAND 
Iowa Interstate

82209 NORFOLK SOUTHERN #8556
82210 NORFOLK SOUTHERN #5065

82213 KCS 
“Naked Belle”

82218 FEC #802
82219 FEC #804

82214 KCS 
“Southern Belle”

SUPER SALE $99.99 EA.

BUILT-TO-ORDER

BUILT-TO-ORDER

41702 PRR SINGLE-STRIPE

41798 PRR 
5-STRIPE

SALE 
$224.99 EA.

BUILT-TO-ORDER

DIE-CAST ENGINE

84507 NEW YORK CENTRAL # 3207
84508 NEW YORK CENTRAL #113
84509 NEW YORK CENTRAL #115
84510 PENN CENTRAL #2
84511 NYC #101, LIGHTENING STRIPE

LIONEL S2 ELECTRIC

BTO

SALE 
$719.99 

EA.

BUILT-TO-ORDER

SALE $899.99 EA.

LEGACY

DIE-CAST

SUPER ALE $499.99 EA.

SUPER SALE $149.99EA.

SUPER 
SALE 
$129.99
EA.

SUPER SALE 
$99.99 EA.

SALE 
$249.99

SALE 
$329.99EA.

SUPER SALE 
$259.99 
EA.

SUPER 
SALE 

$299.99 
EA.

SALE $584.99 EA.

LIONEL 
SD-60M

84400 BN #1991
84401 BN #9200
84402 BN #9225
84404 SOO #6061
84405 CONRAIL #5504
84406 CONRAIL#5510

84407 CSX #8783
84408 CSX #8784
84409 NS #6808
84410 NS #6815
84411 UP #6165
84412 UP #6187

BUILT-TO-ORDER

SALE $584.99 EA.

SALE SEE ON-LINE

#23501 
SOUTHERN PACIFIC

#23502 
CANADIAN NATIONAL

#23503 TROPICANA #23504 RUTLAND

WILLIAMS SCALE 70 TON 
WITH TRUE-BLAST PLUS SOUND

WILLIAMS PETER WITT 

STREET CAR

SALE $269.99 EA.

WILLIAMS SEMI-SCALE 
DIE-CAST GG-1

23301 AMTRAK PHASE V
23302 AMTRAK PHASE I

SUPER SALE 
$199.99 EA.

SUPER SALE $174.99 
40601 
SOUTHERN

40608 
SOUTHERN PACIFIC

40607 
BALTIMORE & OHIO

40604 
UNION PACIFIC

40602 
CHESAPEAKE & OHIO

23303 NEW HAVEN

#40801 NEW YORK CENTRAL

#40802 SOUTHERN

#40803 SANTA FE

WILLIAMS NW-2 WITH 
TRUE-BLAST PLUS SOUND

41851 5-STRIPE

41852 SINGLE STRIPE

41853 CONGRESSIONAL

SUPER BLOWOUT WILLIAMS PASSENGER CARS  trainworld.com

#23107 UNION PACIFIC
#23106 CANADIAN PACIFIC

WILLIAMS SCALE 44 TON WITH 
TRUE-BLAST PLUS SOUND

SUPER SALE 
$169.99 EA.

#23102 SANTA FE

21833 ERIE

21832 JERSEY CENTRAL

LIONEL UNION PACIFIC #1943

#85316 UP 
WIDE VISION CABOOSE

SALE 
$77.99

#82299 RIO GRANDE

 LIONEL CLOSEOUTS LIONEL SUPER SALE WILLIAMS WILLIAMS

 
TOLL FREE 1-800-541-7010  INFO 1-718-436-7072
751 McDonald Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11218

- Minimum UPS standard shipping & handling charge $10.99
- Prices are subject to change without notice
- Limited Quantities All Rights Reserved   07/18F
- 15% Re-Stocking Fee on returns

SIGN UP FOR TRAINWORLD 

E-MAIL SALES & NEWS

SHOP ON-LINE trainworld.com

TRAINWORLD®

 TRAINLAND®
E-MAIL: orders@trainworld.com

#82827 SOUTHERN PACIFIC

28452 MOW. . . . . .SUPER SALE $109.99

SALE $93.99 EA.

LIONEL WIDE VISION CABOOSE 

with CAMERA

85071 SANTA FE
85072 BN
85073 CHESSIE
85074 CSX

85075 READING
85076 UP
85077 NS 
85078 PRR

SALE $97.99 EA.

SALE $179.99 EA.

WITH BLUE TOOTH

84270 B&O #3414
84272 CNW #1725
84274 MILWAUKEE #202

84276 NKP #482
84278 TH&B #401
84280 WABASH #484

LIONEL TORPEDO GP-9

WITH BLUE TOOTH

84282 BN #5716
84283 BN #5723
84284 D&H #757
84285 D&H #762

84286 GUILFORD #650
84288 GN #2530
84290 IC #5052
84292 PC #6547

LIONEL U33C

LEGACY

LIONEL LION CHIEF PLUS 
#83504 THOMAS THE TANK

SUPER SALE 
$69.99
LIONEL 
LION CHIEF PLUS

SALE 
$199.99 EA.

82302 SF
82305 DRG

WITH Remote

FT POWERED B-UNIT



EAU CLAIRE, WI
Chippewa Valley Expo Center | 5150 Old Mill Plaza | HWY 312 West

“Family Magic of Trains”

INTERNATIONAL 
TOY TRAIN EXPO

www.InternationalToyTrainExpo.org

SAT JULY 7 & SUN JULY 8, 2018 | 10AM - 5PM

 

Tickets available at

& Menards.com/Trains Children 17 & under are free!

Tickets
$2.50

In Advance
$5.00

At the door

• Vendors • Exhibitors • Vintage Toy Trains 

• Operating Layouts • Collector Trains 

• Railroad Clubs & Organizations  • Train Dealers

FREE rough camping/no utilities available next to the

Sponsored by Kalmbach Media, Model Train
Classics LLC, Riverfest Group & Union Pacific Railroad  


