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SUPER 
SALE 

$29.99 
EA.

#82091 PENNSYLVANIA
#82093 SANTA FE
#82094 NORFOLK SOUTHERN
#82095 AMTRAK
#82092 MOW . . . . . . . . . . . . . $39.99

LIONEL WORK CABOOSE
LIGHTED

LIONEL #82726 LIONEL LINES FA POWERED & DUMMY 
GREEN PASSENGER SET

CONVENTIONAL

LIONEL 
SD-40

84256 SANTA FE #5006
84257 SANTA FE #5018
84258 UNION PACIFIC #4057
84259 UNION PACIFIC #4062
84260 CSX #4614
84261 CSX #4621
84262 PENNSYLVANIA #6041
84263 PENNSYLVANIA #6089
84264 SOUTHERN #3170
84265 SOUTHERN #3200
84267 SOUTHERN PACIFIC #7500
84268 WESTERN MARYLAND #7547
84269 WESTERN MARYLAND #7549

WILLIAMS BALDWIN 4-6-0 
STEAM LOCOMOTIVE SALE 

$259.99 EA.

84075 ATLANTIC COAST LINE
84081 CONRAIL
84085 LOUISVILLE & NASHVILLE
84088 NEW YORK CENTRAL
84091 PENNSYLVANIA

LIONEL E8 AA

LEGACY

LIONEL #11195 PENNSYLVANIA F3 “TRAILBLAZER” SET

SUPER SALE $999.99 LEGACY

LIONEL #84296 SOUTHERN PACIFIC SD40R “SALAD BOWL” SET

SEE ON-LINE LEGACY

LEGACY
83368 EL #3607
83369 EL #3618
83370 EL BICENTENNICAL
83371 GN HUSTLE MUSCLE
83372 GN #402
83373 GN #407
83374 PC #6235
83375 PC #6237

83376 SRR, #3137
83378 SP, #8801
83379 SP, #8820
83380 UP, #1
83381 UP, #21

LIONEL 
SD45 SALE $559.99 EA.

LEGACY
83382 SANTA FE
83383 B&M, #1200
83384 B&O, #9500
83385 CSX, #9565
83386 MILWAUKEE
83388 PRR

83389 PB&N
83390 SP, #1423
83391 SP&S, #41
83392 UNION RR
83393 UP, black

LIONEL NW-2

SALE 
$429.99 EA.

LEGACY
84096 BNSF #9300
84097 BNSF, #9385
84098 CN, #8100
84099 CN, #8102
84100 CSX #4837
84101 CSX #4843

84102 EMDX #72
84103 EMDX #73
84104 MONTANA, #4309
84105 MONTANA, #4312
84106 UP Flag, #8360
84107 UP Flag, #8415

LIONEL 
SD70Ace

SALE 
$559.99 EA.

82757 CP
82758 CP
82759 NS
82760 NS

82761 UP
82764 UP

WILLIAMS SCALE 
PENNSYLVANIA GG-1 WITH 
TRUE-BLAST PLUS SOUND

WILLIAMS 4-6-2 
SEMI SCALE PACIFIC

#4#40804 WABASH

LIONEL 
BIRNEY 
TROLLEY

83426 JOHNSTOWN
82412 READING
82413 LIONEL TRANSIT

SALE 
$89.99 EA.

41850 GREEN, 5-STRIPE

LIONEL SD-38

82796 CONRAIL
82797 CONRAIL

82798 DM&IR
82799 DM&IR

LEGACY

LIONEL GP-9

82786 CHESSIE
82787 CHESSIE

82789 RIO GRANDE
82790 NYC

LEGACY

82829 BALTIMORE & OHIO
82831 GREAT NORTHERN
82832 MILWAUKEE
82833 PERE MARQUETTE
82834 SEABOARD

LIONEL E7 AA

LEGACY
LIONEL LEGACY SD60E  
NORFOLK & SOUTHERN

LIONEL 
LION CHIEF PLUS 

RECTIFIER

SALE 
$299.99 

EA.

82175 VIRGINIAN
82176 NORFOLK & WESTERN
82177 NEW HAVEN
82178 UNION PACIFIC
82179 PENNSYLVANIA

LIONEL LION CHIEF PLUS GP20

SALE 
$299.99 

82171 BNSF
82172 NEW YORK CENTRAL
82173 NORFOLK SOUTHERN
82174 NEW YORK SUSQUAHANNA & WESTERN

LIONEL LION CHIEF PLUS GP38

SALE 
$299.99 82827 SOUTHERN PACIFIC

82828 UNION PACIFIC

39538 NKP 39542 WEYERHAEUSER

39532 SANTA FE
39533 CP
39535 GN

39536 MKT #26
39540 SOUTHERN
39541 SP

O-LINE TRAINS 
MOTORIZED SPEEDER

403 NYC
404 SEPTA
405 BNSF
407 METRO NORTH

#23101 PENNSYLVANIA

#23103 SOUTHERN

#23104 DENVER RIO GRANDE

WILLIAMS GENESIS SCALE 
A-UNIT DIESELS 
WITH TRUE-BLAST PLUS SOUND

82215 SF WARBONNET #440
82216 SF WARBONNET #444

LIONEL ES44AC

LIONEL LION CHIEF PLUS FT AA

SALE 
$437.99 EA.

82293 ATLANTIC COAST LINE
82296 ERIE
82299 RIO GRANDE

81444 PENNSYLVANIA
81446 SANTA FE
81447 NS
81448 AMTRAK

LIONEL COMMAND CONTROL 
TIE JECTOR

SALE $179.99 EA.

WE ARE LIONEL‘S SECOND LARGEST DEALER IN THE WORLD!

WILLIAMS FM TRAINMASTER

WILLIAMS U33C

22210 SOUTHERN PACIFIC
22218 WESTERN PACIFIC

LIONEL 
GP-30

LIONEL SPEEDER 
COMMAND CONTROL

SUPER SALE 
$99.99 EA.

37061 UNION PACIFIC
37062 NORFOLK SOUTHERN
37064 CSX
37065 BNSF
37067 NEW YORK CENTRAL
37068 CANADIAN NATIONAL

LIONEL LION CHIEF PLUS RS-3

SALE 
$289.99 

EA.

38778 CHICAGO NORTHWESTERN
38816 PENNSYLVANIA
38819 RIO GRANDE

THE PRODUCTS WE SELL ARE NOT TOYS AND ARE NOT INTENDED FOR USE BY CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 14. THESE PRODUCTS ARE MODEL RAILROAD EQUIPMENT & ACCESSORIES AND ARE INTENDED FOR USE BY ADULTS.

28471 SANTA FE
28473 GN
28475 UP
28480 GTW
38800 BOSTON & MAINE
38811 RIO GRANDE
38813 CHESAPEAKE & OHIO

28452 MOW. . . . . .SUPER SALE $109.99

LIONEL INSPECTION VEHICLE

SALE $131.99 
EA.

LIONEL COMMAND CONTROL 
PICK-UP TRUCKS

SALE 
$139.99 EA.

LIONEL #83398 SANTA FE 
H16-44

21101 CP
21113 WABASH
21114 N&W

82134 GM&O #501
82135 GM&O #521

82136 N&W #522
82137 N&W #542

LEGACY

LIONEL #84512 LIONEL LINES S2 “TINPLATE INSPIRED” SET

SEE ON-LINE

LIONEL ALCO PA AA

82220 SOUTHERN PACIFIC
82223 RIO GRANDE
82226 LEHIGH VALLEY
82229 MISSOURI PACIFIC

LIONEL 
SD-40

82274 B&O CHESSIE #7500
82275 B&O CHESSIE #7593
82276 BN #6314
82282 CONRAIL #6308
82283 CONRAIL #6350
82285 SP #8402
82286 SP #8457
82288 CLINCHFIELD #3000
82289 CLINCHFIELD #3006

LIONEL #81234 
MISSOURI KANSAS & TEXAS 
E8 AA

BEST 
DEAL

$39.99 

COMMAND 
CONTROL

LEGACY

LEGACY

LEGACY

LEGACY

MORE SALE ITEMS 
ON-LINE AT 

trainworld.com

83420 
VETERANS

83421 
GO RAIL

83422 
911 FIRST 
RESPONDERS

LIONEL SD-90MAC LEGACY

21650 B&M
21651 PENNSYLVANIA
21652 UNION PACIFIC
21653 WESTERN PACIFIC

SUPER SALE 
$199.99 EA.

23902 CHICAGO
23903 BROOKLYN & QUEENS
23904 BALTIMORE
23906 ST. LOUIS

23907 TORONTO 
23908 CLEVELAND
23910 SAN FRANSICO

WELDED
82749 PRR,GREEN, 5-STRIPE
82751 PRR,TUSCAN, 5-STRIPE
82752 PRR, GREEN, SINGLE STRIPE
82754 PENN CENTRAL, GREEN
82755 AMTRAK, SILVER

LIONEL 
SCALE 

GG-1

BUILT-TO-ORDER

SALE 
$487.99 EA.

23401 AMTRAK PACIFIC SUNLINER
23402 AMTRAK CALIFORNIA
23403 AMTRAK CASCADES

WILLIAMS F59 PHI Prototype Pictured

82205 BNSF 
“Golden Swoosh”

82207 
ROCK ISLAND 
Iowa Interstate

82209 NORFOLK SOUTHERN #8556
82210 NORFOLK SOUTHERN #5065

82213 KCS 
“Naked Belle”

82218 FEC #802
82219 FEC #804

82214 KCS 
“Southern Belle”

SUPER SALE $109.99 EA.

BUILT-TO-ORDER

BUILT-TO-ORDER

BUILT-TO-ORDER

LEGACY SALE 
$474.99

41702 PRR SINGLE-STRIPE GREEN

41798 PRR 
5-STRIPE GREEN

SALE 
$224.99 EA.

BUILT-TO-ORDER

DIE-CAST ENGINE

84507 NEW YORK CENTRAL # 3207
84508 NEW YORK CENTRAL #113
84509 NEW YORK CENTRAL #115
84510 PENN CENTRAL #2
84511 NYC #101, LIGHTENING STRIPE

LIONEL S2 ELECTRIC

BUILT-TO-ORDER

SALE 
$719.99 

EA.

BUILT-TO-ORDER

SALE $899.99 EA.

LEGACY

DIE-CAST

SUPER ALE $499.99 EA.
SUPER SALE 

$109.99

SUPER SALE
$149.99EA.

SUPER 
SALE 
$129.99
EA.

SUPER SALE 
$99.99 EA.

SALE 
$269.99

SALE 
$329.99EA.

SUPER SALE $259.99 EA.

SUPER 
SALE 

$299.99 
EA.

SALE 
$584.99 

EA.

LIONEL 
SD-60M

84400 BN #1991
84401 BN #9200
84402 BN #9225
84404 SOO #6061
84405 CONRAIL #5504
84406 CONRAIL#5510
84407 CSX #8783
84408 CSX #8784
84409 NORFOLK SOUTHERN #6808
84410 NORFOLK SOUTHERN #6815
84411 UNION PACIFIC #6165
84412 UNION PACIFIC #6187

BUILT-TO-ORDER

SALE 
$584.99 

EA.

SALE SEE ON-LINE

A HUGE THANK-YOU TO OUR CUSTOMERS
WE TRULY APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS

#23501 
SOUTHERN PACIFIC

#23502 
CANADIAN NATIONAL

#23503 TROPICANA #23504 RUTLAND

WILLIAMS SCALE 70 TON 
WITH TRUE-BLAST PLUS SOUND

WILLIAMS PETER WITT 
STREET CAR

SALE $269.99 EA.SUPER SALE $49.99
402 UNION PACIFIC

WILLIAMS SEMI-SCALE 
DIE-CAST GG-1

23301 AMTRAK PHASE V
23302 AMTRAK PHASE I

SUPER SALE 
$199.99 EA.

SUPER SALE $174.99 
40601 
SOUTHERN

40608 
SOUTHERN PACIFIC

40607 
BALTIMORE & OHIO

40604 
UNION PACIFIC

40602 
CHESAPEAKE & OHIO

23303 NEW HAVEN

#40801 NEW YORK CENTRAL

#40802 SOUTHERN

#40803 SANTA FE

WILLIAMS #22109 SANTA FE 
44 TON

WILLIAMS NW-2 WITH 
TRUE-BLAST PLUS SOUND

41851 TUSCAN, 5-STRIPE

41852 GREEN, SINGLE STRIPE

41853 CONGRESSIONAL

 LIONEL CLOSEOUTS LIONEL SUPER SALE WILLIAMS WILLIAMS

 TOLL FREE 1-800-541-7010  INFO 1-718-436-7072
751 McDonald Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11218

- Minimum UPS standard shipping & handling charge $10.99
- Prices are subject to change without notice
- Limited Quantities All Rights Reserved   03/18F
- 15% Re-Stocking Fee on returns

SIGN UP FOR TRAINWORLD 
E-MAIL SALES & NEWS

SHOP ON-LINE trainworld.com
TRAINWORLD®

 TRAINLAND®
E-MAIL: orders@trainworld.com

SUPER BLOWOUT WILLIAMS PASSENGER CARS  trainworld.com

#23107 UNION PACIFIC
#23106 CANADIAN PACIFIC

WILLIAMS SCALE 44 TON WITH 
TRUE-BLAST PLUS SOUND

SUPER SALE 
$169.99 EA.

#23102 SANTA FE
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How CTT draws track plans
Meet Kellie Jaeger, the talented artist 
who draws the beautiful track plans 
featured in every issue. 
BY ROGER CARP

Lionel Lines Micro Racer set is 
a modern-era standout
Uncataloged department store set is 
appealing, fun – and recent! 
BY MICHAEL C. CONNOR

Loops and tunnels fill a 
classic Lionel display 
The no. D-224 promises – and deliv-
ers – loads of fun in only 5 x 9 feet. 
BY ROGER CARP
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38

44
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Destination East Jabip
Inspired by a Classic Toy Trains track 
plan, Peter and Marilyn Perry built 
an 8 x 12-foot layout that offers 
plenty of operating action. 
BY PETER PERRY

COMPACT LAYOUT 
Getting a legacy on track
Visit a creative 5 x 9-foot O gauge 
railroad that unites generations. 
BY ALAN G. CADDELL

Building an S gauge layout 
for A.C. Gilbert’s friend
Frank Castiglione came to the rescue 
when a friend of the boss wanted an 
American Flyer layout. 
BY ROGER CARP

WEEKEND WORKSHOP 
Making the roof fit the car
How to adjust the roof of a prewar 
Lionel passenger car. 
BY GENE MAAS
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  Lights, camera, train action!

 14 News
TrainWorld exclusive rolling 
stock and a new gas station in 
O from Menards.
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 21 Views From The  
  Underground
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Three Built & Ready O gauge 
mobile homes from Woodland 
Scenics, plus MTH’s Air Force 
SW8 switcher in O.

 65 Ad Index

 66 Tips, Tools, & Techniques
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 IN EVERY ISSUE 
[ COVER STORY ]

New England on two sheets 
of plywood!
O gauger Brian Inch knows the 
value of a small layout. 
BY ROGER CARP
COVER PHOTO BY BRIAN INCH
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CTT ONLINE  
SUBSCRIBERS CAN VIEW, 

download, and print more than 
100 plans from our Track Plan 

Database. Visit www.
ClassicToyTrains.com

MARCH 2018 • VOL. 30 NO. 3LINEUP    

WEBSITE 
ACCESS CODE:

CTT1803
Enter this 

code at: www.
ClassicToyTrains.

com/code
to gain access to 
Web-exclusive 

content



WITH CARL SWANSON
EDITOR’S  DESK

YOUR EDITORIAL STAFF

Editor
Carl Swanson
cswanson 
@ClassicToyTrains.com

Senior Editor
Roger Carp
rcarp 
@ClassicToyTrains.com

Associate Editor
Bob Keller
bkeller 
@ClassicToyTrains.com

Editorial Assistant
Rene Schweitzer
rschweitzer 
@Kalmbach.com

DO YOU HAVE A STORY?
Readers just like you provide stories featured in Classic Toy Trains. To submit an 
article and photos, send your work to Classic Toy Trains magazine, 21027 Crossroads 
Circle, P.O. Box 1612, Waukesha, WI 53187. Write the words “Manuscript Enclosed” on 
the envelope and include a suitable stamped, self-addressed envelope for the return of 
your material if we cannot use it. Articles are paid for on acceptance.

We assume no responsibility for the safe return of unsolicited material. Email  
submissions can be sent to manuscripts@classictoytrains.com.

Before preparing an article, contact us to determine whether we’re interested. 
Guidelines for writing articles and taking photographs are available from our website. 

If you are a manufacturer or supplier and would like to see your products in our 
News or Reviews columns, please email editor@classictoytrains.com, or call  
262-796-8776 for information. Classic Toy Trains assumes that letters, new product 
information, and other unsolicited materials are contributed gratis. 

Five big reasons to build a small layout 
A 5 X 9FOOT RAILROAD HAD A KINGSIZED REWARD

It featured an oval of track 
with one switch. It had one 
structure. Its scenery was 
nothing more than a coat of 
green paint. And it seemed like 
plenty of railroad for 7-year-
old me. Many readers I’ve spo-
ken with also have warm child-
hood memories of similarly 
modest railroads.  

The O and S gauge builders 
we profile in this issue work 
their magic in not much more 
space than I had. Planning 
with care and building with 
skill, they prove compact lay-
outs can, indeed, be plenty of 
railroad. 

There is nothing new about 
this approach. A postwar Lio-
nel factory-built display is fea-

tured on page 28, and an 
American Flyer display, built 
by an employee of the A.C. 
Gilbert Co., is showcased on 
page 50.

Reader Alan Caddell, 
whose 5 x 9-foot layout is 
shown on page 44, said the 
birth of his grandson, James, 
rekindled his own interest in 
trains. By the time James 
turned 5, Alan was ready to 
start work. The railroad grand-
father and grandson (shown 
above) built ended up being an 
incredible bonding experience. 

In the cover letter accompa-
nying his article and photo-
graphs, Alan set out the fol-
lowing five reasons for wanting 
to share his story with CTT 

readers and encourage others 
to tackle a similar project:

1 It is never too late (or too 
soon) to build upon your 

love of trains, and there’s never 
been a better time to enter the 
hobby.

2A smaller layout is less 
intimidating for first-time 

builders.

3 Small layouts inspire prob-
lem-solving and creativity. 

There are many ways to run 
trains in a small area! 

4 A layout is a great way to 
lure children away from 

tablets and television by pro-
viding a fun alternative to digi-
tal entertainment.

5A compact layout is a tre-
mendous opportunity to 

leave a lasting legacy for chil-
dren and grandchildren. By 
working together you can 
develop a layout that will be 
passed down, along with the 
priceless memories associated 
with its construction.

Thanks, Alan, for remind-
ing us that starting small can 
pay off in big ways. Do you 
have youngsters in your family 
who can use a little time away 
from the screen? Build a model 
railroad together!

We have a treat for you! Much of this 
issue is devoted to compact layouts – a 
subject near and dear to many of us. I 
started out with a “one board” railroad: 

just a single 4 x 8-foot sheet of plywood.
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OUR MISSION
Classic Toy Trains is the indispensable source for toy train 
hobbyists. Our mission is to enhance our readers’ 
enjoyment of the toy train hobby by publishing useful 
information and engaging insights about layouts,  
how-to projects, and hobby news and heritage.
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GIVE US A CALL
(540) 868-0025

Authorized 
Lionel, MTH and Bachmann  

dealer

MARIO S TRAINS
T H E  S O U R C E  F O R  T H E  E N T H U S I A S T

Mention  
this ad for 

FREE shipping 
anywhere 

in USA

mariostrains.com

No bones about it—we’re still the best.

    PTD   UNPTD
1597  RR crossing watchman     $7.75  $4.25
   with peg leg 
1598  Farmer/rancher                        7.99     4.50
          with pump 
1599  Man pushing wheelbarrow      11.99     5.99
1600  Hobo walking with sack            6.99   4.25
1601  Policeman walking beat            6.99    4.25

                                                      PTD  UNPTD
1602  Wealthy woman walking Afghan   $8.50   $5.75
1603  Cigar store indian                        6.99     4.25
1604  Skeleton                                      6.99     4.25
1605  Man on riding mower                25.99   11.99
1606  3 mutts                                       8.50     4.99
1607  2 relaxing cats                            5.50     3.75
1608  2 swans                                      5.25     3.75

VS, MC and DS accepted. Visit us at  
www.arttista.com for color photos.

105 Woodring Lane
Newark, DE 19702

$9.95 shipping

EVERYTHING FOR THE RAILROAD ENTHUSIAST & MODEL  
RAILROAD HOBBYIST FEATURING CHILDREN’S “HANDS-ON” 

LAYOUT & THE GREATER FLORIDA “LEGO” TRAIN CLUB.

BRADENTON AREA CONVENTION CENTER
1 Haben Blvd., Palmetto 

(Intersection of U.S. 41 & Haben Blvd.)
SPONSORED BY REALRAIL- RAILROAD EDUCATION AND LEARNING CENTER OF FLORIDA  

A 501 (c)(3) ORGANIZATION

Open to the Public • Free Parking • Adults $8
Kids 13 & Under Free with paid adult

DOOR PRIZES

150+ DEALER TABLES & 5 OPERATING 
EXHIBITS IN 18,000 SQ. FT.

Huge Model Train Show
Sat, March 10th 10-4 • Sun, March 11th 10-3

                                           Do YOU know what YOUR trains really want?

The Traingineers at TW TrainWorx
 absolutely love talking trains!

To be *OUT* of their boxes, running wild on their very own,
 totally *WOW* Custom TW TrainWorx layout... 

Experience the Art of the Train...

 Call NOW (877) 881-4997 
www.TrainWorxLayouts.com

Since
1981

Engines
Cars
Track
Structures
Figures

New 68 Pg. Catalog send $7.00
American Models
10087 Colonial Indust. Dr.
South Lyon, MI 48178
www.americanmodels.com

S Gauge Trains



6  Classic Toy Trains • March 2018

FROM OUR READERS
LETTERS

Auto-carrying boxcars
I have been a subscriber 

from the first issue of Classic 
Toy Trains and continue to 
enjoy it greatly.

The December 2017 issue 
had a fine article on automo-
bile-carrying railcars made by 
Lionel (“Automobiles roll on 
Lionel Lines” by Roger Carp). 
Prominently mentioned is the 
no. 6468 double-door boxcar, 
one of my all-time favorite 
Lionel cars. I remember poring 
over a picture of one in a cata-
log when I was very small. I, of 
course, have one on my pres-
ent layout, along with one of 
the older no. 2458 Pennsylva-
nia RR cars.

I think I first developed a 
liking for double-door auto-

mobile boxcars as a result of an 
illustration of one in The Big 
Book of Real Trains. That book, 
on which I expect many of us 
cut our railroading teeth, was 
illustrated by George J. Zaffo.

As an aside, it may be of 
interest to readers to know that 
the Lionel Operating Train 
Society (LOTS) commissioned 
a convention car from Lionel 
that approximated the appear-
ance of the Tuscan 6468. The 
no. 17882 car features an oper-
ating end-of-train device. If I 
am interpreting the data on the 
car correctly, it was issued as a 
commemorative of the LOTS 
national convention in Balti-
more in July 1990. 

Gene Dodd
Raleigh N.C.

Corrections
The Collectible Classics col-

umn profiling the American 
Flyer no. 20435 Meteor train 
set (January issue) was very 
informative and interesting. 
There is, however, one error. 
The 4-6-2 Pacific steam 
engine, cab no. 21099, 
included in this set is not a K5. 

The Flyer K5, a Pennsylva-
nia RR Pacific, is included in 
the no. 20450 Trail Blazer set 
and has cab no. 21115. The 
telltale feature of the K5 is the 
bell positioned below the 
headlight on the front of the 
smokebox. American Flyer did 
a nice job modeling this dis-
tinctive engine. 

I have been very impressed 
with Collectible Classics. Keep 

up the fantastic work!
Brian Dugan

Bay City, Mich.

Reader Allan Anderson 
noted a discrepancy in the track 
plan of Al Marotta’s 8 x 15-foot 
S gauge layout in the January 
issue. The length of the yard on 
the left side of the room is 17 
feet, 6 inches. The measurement 
shown, 8 feet, 2 inches, refers to 
the layout width. – Editor

The correct product numbers 
for the MTH RailKing New 
Haven Crusader locomotive 
reviewed in the January issue is 
30-1700-1. The correct number 
for the Union Pacific 49er loco-
motive reviewed in the Febru-
ary issue is 30-1704-1. – Editor

LIONEL’S AUTOMOBILECARRYING BOXCARS
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A LIONEL TOP 5 DEALER “We may not be #1, but we aim to be the best”FOR PLACING ORDERS CALL 1-800-8LIONEL

LIONEL 2017 XMAS ITEMS
83689 Angela Trotta Thomas Covered Bridge ....... 49.95
83790 Mickey Mouse Happy Holidays Boxcar ....... 60.95
83791 Donald Duck Happy Holidays Boxcar .......... 60.95
83792 Goofy Happy Holidays Boxcar ..................... 60.95
83923 Angela Trotta Thomas 2017 Xmas Boxcar .. 60.95
83925 Frosty the Snowman Boxcar........................ 60.95
83952 Minnie Mouse Happy Holidays Boxcar ........ 60.95
84340 Santa & Snowman Operating Boxcar .......... 64.95
84341 Tell-Tale Reindeer Car ................................. 56.95
84376 Angela Trotta Thomas Aquarium Car .......... 60.95
84378 Santa’s Choice Milk Car & Platform ........... 139.95
84487  Donald Duck Holiday Tank Car  ................... 49.95
LIONEL SET BREAKUPS(most no box)

 . 15.95
26672 Penna. Flatcar w/REA Piggyback Trailers ... 34.95

 ................... 25.00
36672 Norfolk Southern Porthole Caboose ............ 29.95
37034 NYC Operating Helicopter Car .................... 34.95
81341 Great Northern Piggyback Trailer Car ......... 44.95
81346 D&H Red Coil Covered Gondola ................. 39.95
81348 New York Central Brown B/W Caboose....... 39.95
81484 John Deere Lighted Caboose ...................... 39.95
81842 John Deere Boxcar ...................................... 39.95
82328 Chessie Extended Vision Caboose ............. 34.95
82439 Railbox Hi-Cube Boxcar .............................. 34.95
82946 Chessie Coil Covered Gondola ................... 39.95
82326 Western Maryland WoodChip Hopper Car .. 44.95
82327 C&O Hi-Cube Boxcar................................... 34.95
83055 Lehigh Valley Coil Covered Gondola ........... 44.95
83288 John Deere Flatcar w/2 Tractors.................. 59.95
7-12016p New York Yankees M-7 Power Car ........... 99.95

LIONEL 2017 ITEMS
81018 Shell Vat Car ................................................ 56.96
82447 Sheriff & Outlaw Car .................................... 56.95
82717 Disney Villians Hi-Cube 2-pack ..................114.95
82917 Disney Station Platform ............................... 38.95
82925 Scrooge McDuck Mint Car ........................... 56.95
83244 Shell Elevated Oil Tank ................................ 71.95
83252 Gold Medal Milk Car with Platform ............ 128.95
83435 World War II Pylon ......................................114.95
83437 PE Annoucement Coach for LionChief ........ 78.95
83633 Alaska Gold Mint Car ................................... 49.95
83752 Western & Atlantic Horse Car & Coral ....... 128.95
83745 Lionelvillel Hospital ...................................... 56.95
83802 Disney Happy Halloween Boxcar ................ 60.95
83944 John Deere Boxcar ...................................... 60.95
84296 S.P. Salad Bowl Express Set ..................... 809.95
84309 Pennsylvania Blinking Water Tower ............. 31.95
84330 Witches Brew Tank Car ............................... 49.95
84332 Halloween SpookySounds Boxcar............... 56.95
84333 Strasburg Gondola with Vats ....................... 46.95
84334 Strasburg 1/2 Covered Bridge ..................... 42.95
84335 Pennsylvania Culvert Gondola .................... 46.95
84366 Pennsylvania Woodchip Hopper.................. 46.95
84383 Elevated Oil Tank ......................................... 67.95
84480 John Deere Covered Bridge ........................ 49.95
84481 John Deere General Store ........................... 60.95
84482 John Deere Gondola w/Hay Bails ................ 53.95
84483 John Deere Grain Vat Car ........................... 53.95
84485 Disney Covered Bridge ................................ 49.95
84496 Shell Gas Station ....................................... 107.95
84499 Mickey Industrial Water Tower ..................... 71.95
84500 Norfolk Southern Unibody Tank Car ............ 53.95

LIONEL 21” PASSENGER CARS
83002 Penna. Broadway Ltd. StationSound Diner 214.95
83006 U.P. Excursion StationSounds Diner ......... 214.95
83007 Penna. Broadway Ltd. 2-pack addons ....... 214.95
83019 U.P. Excursion 2-pack addons ................... 214.95
83022 Penna. Broadway Ltd. 4-Car Set ............... 429.95

............. 429.95
 .......... 429.95

 .... 214.95
83110 S.P. Daylight StationSound Diner .............. 214.95
83111 American Freedom 4-Car Set .................... 429.95
83116 American Freedom 2-Car Addons ............. 214.95
83119 American Freedom StationSound Exhibit .. 214.95
83120 CSX Passenger 4-Car Set ......................... 214.95
83125 CSX Paseenger 2-Car Addons .................. 214.95
83128 CSX StationSounds Diner Car................... 214.95
83586 Penna. Broadway Ltd. 2-Pack #2 .............. 214.95
83589 American Freedom 2-Pack #2 ................... 214.95
83592 American Freedom 2-Pack #3 ................... 214.95

LIONEL LIONSCALE CARS
3-16020 BNSF 50’ Modern Boxcar ............................ 42.95
3-16040 Norfolk Southern 50’ Modern Boxcar ........... 42.95 
3-17030 Reading PS-1 Boxcars ................................ 42.95
3-17040 New York Central PS-1 Boxcars .................. 42.95
3-17060 Rio Grande 14 Panel Hopper ...................... 38.95
3-17070 Conrail 14 Panel Hopper ............................. 38.95
3-17080 Erie Lackwanna 14 Panel Hopper ............... 38.95
3-17130 ACFX ACF 4-Bay Covered Hopper ............. 42.95
3-17140 Great Northern ACF 4-Bay Cov. Hopper ..... 42.95
3-17150 Santa Fe ACF 4-Bay Cov. Hopper .............. 42.95
3-17160 C&NW (UP) ACF 4-Bay Cov. Hopper .......... 42.95
3-17703 Crayola 2-Bay Hopper (LionScale) .............. 60.95

LIONEL AMERICAN FLYER S-GAUGE
48087 Commemorative AF Dockside Switcher ...... 99.95

 ....................... 49.95
48385 1959 Catalog Boxcar ................................... 49.95
48386 New York Central Pacemaker Stock Car ..... 29.95
48387 Airco Boxcar ................................................ 29.95
48390 1955 Catalog Art Boxcar .............................. 49.95
48430 Comet Single Dome Tank Car ..................... 49.95
48560 BNSF Flatcar w/Turbo Engine Load ............ 45.95
48569 Boston & Maine f/c w/Creamery Containers 49.95

 ..................... 49.95
48823 Hershey Reefer............................................ 54.95
48827 M&StL Boxcar .............................................. 49.95
48831 Angel Thomas ‘Circus Comes to Town” b/c . 34.95

 ... 59.95
49624 C&O 1959 Defender Set #20525 ............... 424.95
49814 #774 Floodlight Tower.................................. 59.95
49847 #774 Floodight Tower .................................. 59.95
49851 Gilbert Oil Tank with Light ............................ 69.95

 
49600 U.P. Pony Express Pass. Set (sealed) ....... 450.00
49625 Bakelite Freight Car 2pk. Set ....................... 84.95
49972 Polar Express Abandoned Toy Car .............. 49.95
49973 Polar Express Baggage Car ........................ 49.95

LIONEL LIONCHIEF SETS
 

81480 John Deere RS-3 Diesel Freight Set ......... 229.95
 

 .. 159.95
 
 219.95

84490 N.S. First Responders Set w/Bluetooth ..... 324.95

LIONEL ITEMS - ON SALE!!!
 ..................... 29.95

..................................
 129.95

 ... 129.95
 ... 129.95

 .... 139.95
 139.95

 ..119.95
 .. 25.00

...................................... 31.95
......

 ... 39.95
 .................................. 20.00

 ...
 ...... 39.95
...... 89.95

 
 ........

 .......................
 ...

 .....................................
 ......... 59.95

 ................
38219 Texas Special MKT FT B-unit Non-Pwd ...

 ............. 339 95
 .......................................

....................
 ...... 89.95
 ...... 89.95
 .... 350.00

 89.95
 .. 99.95
 .. 99.95

 ... 299.95
...............

 .. 129.95
 ..........
 .......... 309.95
 .......... 39.95

 
 ...

 
 ................

 
 

 ......
 ..... 159.95
 ..... 159.95

 159.95
 ................... 35.95

 .........................
 ..... 129.95

 ... 99.95
 ... 99.95

 ............... 99.95
 ..........

 .................199.95
 ......199.95

 ................
LIONEL PREMIUM BOXED SETS

11909 N&W J & Hoppers Weathered Set  ............ 695.00
 ......... 895.00

21787 Blue Comet Scale 4-6-2 Passenger Set  . 1095.00
21789 Norfolk Southern GP-9 Piggyback Set  ..... 395.00
21950 Maersk SD-70 Maxi Stack Set (sealed) ..... 895.00
31711 PWC Wabash F-3 AB Freight Set  ............. 595.00
31713 Southern Crescent 4-6-2 L/T Pass. Set ..... 995.00
31714 Amtrak Acela TMCC Passenger Set  ....... 1795.00
31721 PWC PRR GG-1 ‘Majestic’ Set .................. 595.00
31736 C.P.Rail ‘Grain Train’ Set ........................... 895.00
31739 PWC #773 Hudson Freight Set ................. 995.00
31740 PWC Virginian FM Freight Set ................... 595.00
38328 PWC N P GP-9 Freight Set ....................... 499.95

 ..... 595.00
82528 NYC Empire Hudson & 21”Pass Set ....... 1599.95
83092 Steel City Switcher Boxed Frt. Set........... 1074.95

LIONEL ‘LIONCHIEF’ ENGINES
 .... 289.95

 ........ 289.95
 ................... 289.95

 ............................
 ............

 ........................
 ...............................

83286 John Deere 0-8-0 Loco/Tender (no box) .... 165.00
83605 Presidents LC+ Mikado w/Bluetooth .......... 359.95
81480E John Deere RS-3 Diesel (no box) .............. 129.95
84110 Reading LC+ GP-7 Diesel w/Bluetooth ..... 274.95
84252 Nickel Plate LionChief Plus Berkshire ....... 377.95
84253 Pere Marquette LionChief Plus Berkshire.. 377.95
84255 Lionel Lines LionChief Plus Berkshire ....... 377.95
37110 /37191 10” Termnial Track w/36watt Pack ... 15.95
37110 /37191 10” Terminal Track w/54watt Pack ... 24.95

LIONEL BOXED SETS
1070  Chessie ‘Royal Ltd.’ Diesel Frt.(sealed) ..... 295.00
1071  Mid Altantic Seaboard SD-9 Frt. (sealed)  . 250.00
1158  C.P. ‘Maple Leaf’ Set (sealed)  .................. 295.00
1160 Burlington ‘Great Lakes’ Frt. Set ................ 295.00
1260  N&W ‘Continental Limited’ Dieset Frt  ....... 295.00
1361 Gold Coast Ltd. SD-40 Frt. Set (sealed) .... 395.00
1502 NYC ‘Yardchief’ 0-4-0 Freight Set .............. 195.00
1552 Burlington North. SD40 Boxcar Set-sealed 395.00
1867  Milwaukee Road Frt. Set 9 (sealed)  ......... 295.00

 ............. 295.00
1971  Reading ‘Quaker City’ Set (sealed)  .......... 295.00
11700 Conrail SD-40 Freight Set (sealed)............ 325.00
11704 Southern GP-9 Freight Set ........................ 195.00
11705 Chessie SD40 ACF Hopper Set................. 350.00
11706 Virginian Truckee ‘Dry Gulch’ General Set 295.00
11712 Great Lakes Steam Passenger Set ........... 295.00
11713 Santa Fe Dash-8 Frt. Set (sealed) ............. 395.00
11719  Delaware & Hudson RS-3 Freight Set  ...... 245.00

 ........... 295.00
11738 Soo Line GP-38 Freight Set....................... 275.00
11744 NYC RS-3 Diesel Frt/Pass. Set ................. 245.00
11749  Western Maryland GP-20 Hopper Set  ...... 245.00
11912  Lionel Steel Ore Car Set  ........................... 250.00
51502  Lionel Steel Ore Car (addon to #11912)  ..... 59.95

 ........ 295.00
21900  Civil War Union General Set  ..................... 395.00
21951 World War II Troop Train Set ..................... 495.00
30084 Shakespeare ‘Kinlet Hall’ Pass.Set-sealed 399.95

 ................... 175.00
52300 LCCA Halloween General Set ................... 395.00
           LIONEL SETS w/0-27 TRACK
1072 Cross Country TPW Frt Set (sealed) ......... 295.00
1387 Milwaukee Road Steam Pass. Set ............ 265.00
1463 Coca-Cola NW-2 Frt. (partially sealed) ...... 195.00
1463 Coca-Cola NW-2 Frt. (sealed) ................... 225.00
1664 Illinois Central U36B Frt ............................. 345.00
11717 CSX SD-18 Diesel Freight Set (sealed)..... 245.00
11722 Girls ‘Pink Train’ Steam Frt Set (1991) ...... 595.00
11741 Soo Line ‘Northwest Exp.’ NW-2 Freight ... 195.00
11745 U.S. Navy NW-2 Frt. Set (sealed) .............. 265.00
11770  SEARS Circus Steam Freight Set ............. 195.00
11775 Budweiser Steam Freight Set .................... 145.00

...... 195.00
11900 Santa Fe 4-4-2 Steam Frt Set (sealed)...... 175.00
11905 U.S. Coast Guard NW-2 Frt Set ................ 245.00
7-99001 Mickey Mouse Holiday Express Set .......... 245.00

LIONEL GG-1 (O-GAUGE)
8150 Pennsylvania Green 5-Stripe ..................... 350.00
8753 Pennsylvania Tuscan 5-Stripe ................... 295.00
18300 Pennsylvania Bronze (LN-225) .................. 275.00
18303 Amtrak (LN-$195.00) ................................. 250.00
18308 Pennsylvania Silver ................................... 250.00
18313 Pennsylvania Green Solid Stripe w/TMCC 250.00
18314 PA #2332 Green 5-Stripe w/Display Case . 395.00

LIONEL STANDARD GAUGE
 . 995.00

13103 /13408 Blue Comet 400E w/3 Pass Cars 1995.00
13113 Trolley & Trail Car Electric Rapid Transit ... 395.00
13425 Blue Comet ‘Barnard’ Passenger Car ........ 695.00
14163 #840 Industrial Power Station .................... 525.00

LIONEL SCALE-SIZE CARS
11891 Pennsylvania Die-Cast Coal Hopper 3pk. . 199.95
17299 Virginian PS-1 Boxcar.................................. 74.95

....... 59.95
17353 Needham Steel-Sided Reefer Car ............... 39.95
17433 BNSF Bathtub Gondola 3-pack ................. 149.95
17482 BNSF Bathtub Gondola 3-pack ................. 159.95
17721 NYC/MKT 40-Ton Stock Car 2pk. ................ 99.95
17724 Canadian National Steel-Sided Reefer ........ 56.95
17731 Pere Marquette Double-Sheated Boxcar ..... 49.95
17734 Penna. X31A Round-Roof Boxcar ............... 49.95
17740 Alaska Round-Roof Boxcar ......................... 49.95
17758 Santa Fe Slogan Steel-Side Reefer 3-pk... 269.95

 39.95
17778 Savannah & Altantic Die-Cast Coal Hopper 49.95
17790 New York Central Die-Cast Coal Hopper ..... 49.95
17794 Interstate Die-Cast 4-Bay Coal Hopper ....... 49.95
17976 Huber Uni-body Tankcar 3-pack ................ 139.95
17983 GATX Tank Train Tanker 3-pack ................ 299.95
21857 Western Dairy Milk Car 3-pack .................. 129.95
21861 Pennsylvania PS-4 Piggyback Car 2pk. .... 149.95
21864 Cerestar Uni-Body Tank Car 3pk ............... 129.95
21872 C&O Die-Cast Offset Coal Hop. 3pk. (LN) . 129.95
21873 P&LE Die-Cast Offset Coal Hopper 3pk .... 144.95

 
 ..89.95

27200 /01 Wabash -or- Jersey Central PS-1 b/c .... 69.95
27229 Nickel Plate Road DD Boxcar w/End Doors 49.95
27259 Pennsylvania 40-Ton Stock Car................... 54.95
27263 Polar Railroad PS-1 Boxcar ......................... 49.95
27266 Pennsylvania Merchandise PS-1 Boxcar..... 49.95
27276 Nickel Plate Double-Sheated Boxcar........... 49.95

 ...... 49.95
27283 6464 Scale PS-1 Boxcar 2pk. (GN/WP) ...... 99.95
27291 Pennsylvania Double-Sheated Boxcar ........ 49.95

 .. 169.95
27412 GATX Tank Train Intermediate Tank Car ..... 59.95
27438 Virginian Heritage Die-Cast Coal Hopper .... 79.95
27440 Burlington Northenr Cylindrical Hopper ....... 56.95
27457 Norfolk Southern Die-Cast Coal Hopper...... 64.95

 .......... 49.95
 ............ 54.95

 
 

27705 Santa Fe Wedge Plow Flatcar ..................... 69.95
27828 Canadian National Bathtub Gondola Car .... 54.95
27841 CSX Bathtub Gondola 2pk ........................ 109.95
27849 Southern Heritage 60’ Boxcar ...................... 69.95
27850 /71 CSX -or- Norfolk South. 60’ Boxcar ....... 60.95
27882 Southern 40-Ton Stock Car ......................... 49.95
27894 C&O PS-5 Gondola w/cover ........................ 49.95
27895 Santa Fe PS-4 Bulkhead Flatcar w/load ...... 69.95
27953 Reading PS-2 Hopper Car 2pk. ................... 99.95

.... 39.95
29384 DL&W Lackawanna Double-Sheated b/c .... 49.95
29404 Bethlehem Steel Hot Metal Car 3-pack ..... 269.95
29477 Youngstown Hot Metal Car 3-pack ............ 229.95
29774 GATX Tank Train Tanker 2pk. .................... 149.95
29786 Bethlehem Steel Die-Cast 4-Bay Hopper .... 56.95
29787 Pennsylvana Die-Cast 4-Bay Hopper .......... 56.95
31726 CCII 5-Assort Offset Hoppers/PA Caboose 295.00
81080 Burlington Northern 8K Tank Car ................. 51.95
81081 Alaska Steel-Sided Reefer........................... 56.95
81688 C.B.&Q. GLa 50-Ton Hopper 3-pk. ............ 157.95

 ........
 ........

82840 Santa Fe PS-4 Flatcar w/40’ Trailer ............. 78.95
82841 Erie-Lacka. PS-4 Flatcar w/40’ Trailer ......... 78.95
82844 Pennsylvania PS-4 Flatcar w/40’ Trailer ...... 78.95
82852 Meadow River 40’ Lumber Flatcar ............... 64.95
82863 C.B.& Q. PS-5 Gondola w/load.................... 64.95

 ....... 60.95
83470 /74 Black -or- Weathered Slag Car 3pk ..... 171.95
83478 Bethlehem Steel Hot Metal Car 2pk. ......... 142.95
83481 U.S. Steel Hot Metal Car 2pk..................... 142.95
83519 REA Sensor Car Reefer............................... 92.95
84434 Norfolk Southern OAR 30K Tanker 3pk. .... 179.95

STEAM LOCOMOTIVES w/LEGACY
11267 Pilot S-3 4-8-4 Northern (1 of 50) ............ 1550.00
81188 New York Central Heavy Mikado ............... 919.95

 ........ 1375.00
 ........... 995.00
 ........... 995.00
 ........... 995.00

83207 Bethlehem Steel 0-8-0 ............................... 789.95
STEAM LOCOMOTIVES w/TMCC

 .................... 595.00
18045 Commodore Vanderbilt Gray (Sealed) ....... 695.00
18053 Lionel Lines #726 Berkshire w/case .......... 495.00
18056 New York Central J1E Hudson (Sealed) .... 795.00
18093 C&NW 4-6-4 Hudson ................................. 225.00
28012 Commodore Vanderbilt-Red 1/250 ............ 995.00
28024 Commodore Vanderbilt-Blue 1/250 ............ 995.00

 ................... 295.00
 ................ 1095.00

28051 B&O EM-1-2-8-8-2 (box has some wear) .. 795.00
28052 Norfolk & Western Articulated Class-A  ..... 895.00
28062 Gold Plated Hudson w/Display Case ........1195.00

 ................. 695.00
28069 NYC (Century Club) Niagara (Scale) ......... 895.00
28072 New York Central J3A Hudson (Scale) ...... 795.00
28074 Nickel Plate Road Berkshire ...................... 595.00
28079 C&O 2-10-4 Class T4 (Scale) .................... 795.00
38000 NYC Empire State Express Hudson .......... 895.00
38018 Wabash 2-6-0 Mogul (Sealed) ................... 475.00
38028 Pennsylvania S-2 Turbine (Scale) ............. 995.00
38030 Santa Fe 2-8-8-2 Scale USRA (test-run) ... 595.00

..... 1295.00
 ................... 995.00

 ........ 795.00
 .... 650.00

38095 Norfolk & Western J 4-8-4 (Scale) ............. 995.00
STEAM LOCO. -CONVENTIONAL

3100 Great Northern 4-8-4 w/5 Matching Frts .... 395.00
5484 TCA 4-6-4 Hudson w/6 Passenger Cars.... 395.00
8003 Chessie Berkshire w/5 Passenger Cars .... 395.00
8004 Rock Island General w/3 Pass. Cars ......... 295.00
8101 Chicago & Alton Hudson w/5 Pass. Cars... 495.00
8215 Nickel Plate Berkshire w/whistle ................ 295.00

................ 495.00
8309 Southern Mikado w/whistle ........................ 275.00
8506 Pennsylvania 0-4-0 (from 1970’s) .............. 125.00
8701 W&ARR General w/9551,52,53 Cars ........ 295.00
8702 Southern Crescent 4-6-4 Locomotive ........ 275.00
18000 Pennsylvania B6 0-6-0 w/RS (operated) ... 295.00
18001  Rock Island 4-8-4 Northern ....................... 250.00
18002  New York Central Gray Hudson  ................ 395.00
18005 NYC 700e Hudson Railsounds w/Case ..... 695.00
18006  Reading Scale T-1 w/Railsounds  .............. 495.00

 ........ 395.00
18009  New York Central Mohawk w/Sounds  ....... 475.00
18010  Pennsylvania Scale S-2 Turbine w/Sound  795.00
18011 Chessie Scale T-1 w/Railsounds ............... 495.00
18018  Southern Scale 2-8-2 Mikado w/Sounds  .. 495.00

LIONEL ‘LEGACY’ SCALE DIESELS
 ................... 695.00

 509.95
 509.95
 

82757 or  .......... 539.95
82761  .......... 539.95

 
83403 DL&W H16-44 #931................................... 459.95

 
 ...........

 .
 ...........

LIONEL TINPLATE by MTH TRAINS
11-2003-0 8E Std. Gauge Electric Locomotive ........ 299.95
11-2004-0 8E Std. Gauge Electric Locomotive ........ 299.95
11-6005-1 #275w O Gauge Remote Control Set ..... 595.00
11-40013 Milw Rd. Std Gauge 3-Pass State Set ..... 999.95
11-80002 U.P. Silver M10000 Baggage Car ............ 149.95
11-80004 U.P. Silver M10000 Coach Car ................ 149.95
11-90023 #1184 Std. Gauge Bungalow ................... 165.00
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▲ FRANK KNAUTZ’S O GAUGE LAYOUT
The 11 x 11-foot O gauge railroad Frank Knautz shared with Classic Toy Trains readers in the November 2013 
issue may not fit precisely with our current theme of compact layouts. All the same, the Lionel classics he 
posed in scenes like this one never fail to impress. Frank, who resides in Sarasota, Fla., prizes his F3 diesels, 
none more so than the no. 2242 New Haven units getting ready for their next run. He enjoys telling the tale 
behind the dashing postwar engines he considers his greatest find – and will soon do so in CTT.

YOUR  PICTURES
PHOTO ALBUM



▲  FRANK O’HARE’S O GAUGE LAYOUT
Every time Frank O’Hare’s grandsons visit him in Gahanna, Ohio, the first words out of 
their mouths are: “Can we run the trains?” And Frank, being the loving grandfather 
and O gauge enthusiast that he is, immediately invites the boys to join him at the 
controls of his home layout. In short order, he steers a long freight on to the main 
line and cranks up the speed for lots and lots of fun.

www.ClassicToyTrains.com    9

▲  RUSS BOERSMA’S O GAUGE LAYOUT
The scene Russ Boersma snapped on his O gauge layout in Leawood, Kans., might 
have come from The Twilight Zone. An elderly woman walked into the Train Shop, 
eager to sell her family’s Lionel no. 1517W Texas Special freight set from 1954. While 
the owner contemplates what to offer, a train passes on the main line. Texas Special 
F3 A and B units pull a no. 6464-225 Southern Pacific boxcar, as they did in that set!
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PHOTO ALBUM

▲ FRANK KAMIAN’S STANDARD GAUGE LAYOUT
Pretend you’re about to celebrate your 11th birthday in the early 1930s. Your folks escort 
you to the biggest department store in town, where you see a display of Lionel Standard 
gauge trains and accessories. They tell you to pick out any outfit you see as your gift. Which 
one will you choose? Frank Kamian owns several of those prizes, which are shown on his 
home layout in Aptos, Calif. We featured it in the October 2016 issue of Classic Toy Trains.

◀ TOM RIBSON’S O GAUGE LAYOUT
With all the winter snow melting fast now 
that spring has arrived in southern New York, 
the Susquehanna River continues to rise. Or 
at least that’s what is happening on Tom 
Ribson’s O gauge railroad. A resident of 
Rochester, N.Y., he jokingly reports the BNSF 
and Canadian Pacific General Electric ES44AC 
diesels dashing over the stone bridge feel 
“lost” being so far east!
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▲ GEORGE DONALD’S O GAUGE LAYOUT
Amid the black-painted steam locomotives dominating George Donald’s 
O gauge railroad, a Lehigh Valley combination splendid in the line’s red-
and-black scheme captivates us with its eye-catching magnificence. 
Little wonder that George, who makes his home in Bethlehem, Pa., 
where the Lehigh Valley once made its headquarters, keeps alive many 
memories of that fallen flag. Readers of Classic Toy Trains will learn more 
about his layout when it’s showcased in an upcoming issue.

SEND US YOUR BEST PICTURES 
to CTT Photo Album, 21027 Crossroads Circle, 

Waukesha, WI 53187-1612 or email them to photoalbum@
ClassicToyTrains.com. Include your name, address, and day-
time telephone number; a description of each image; and 
the name of the photographer or layout owner.
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Well, I have to say I was 
pleasantly surprised by the 
positive feedback I 
received to the debut of 

this column in the February 2018 issue 
of CTT. Quite frankly, being a couple 
steps removed from magazine produc-
tion left me a bit unsure how videos from 
Model Railroader Video Plus (MRVideo-
Plus.com) would play to you. 

As it turns out, you’re an accepting 
audience that’s rarin’ to glean as many 
helpful tips, tricks, techniques, and 
insights as you can. Especially when they 
can be demonstrated anywhere you and 
your computer, tablet, or smartphone go! 
Which was a point driven home while I 
was attending a large train show this past 
winter. 

When a longtime CTT reader recalled 
my passion for modern (and Canadian) 
toy trains, he also made reference to my 
penchant for adding realistic weathering 
effects – something he claimed he could 
never do without an airbrush or without 
someone to show him how. That’s when I 
calmly reached for my smartphone and 

Weather Watch!
LIGHTS, CAMERA, TRAINS IN ACTION!

WITH KENT JOHNSON
VIDEO PLUS

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
Link. Look. Learn more!
With your subscription to MRVP, you’ll have access to exclusive HD videos 
covering a wide range of toy train-related topics. Even better, you’ll enjoy:

• Authoritative modeling advice from notable contributors 
• Behind-the-scenes access to layout construction projects
• Layout visits, interactive track plans, and trackside adventures 
• And much more!

Sign up at MRVideoPlus.com/27deal

FREE
VIDEO MRVideoPlus.com/

Weathering

called up an image of my very first and 
all-time favorite effort – a Lionel/MPC-
era Geep that received its grimy finish 
from nearly every means except an air-
brush. 

The reader was still skeptical, so I 
then clicked to MRVideoPlus.com and 
shared a related Video Step-by-Step 
weathering feature (MRVideoPlus.com/
Weathering). I’m not sure if he was more 
pleased to see so many weathering 
options available across the subscription 
website, or the thorough demonstration 
of the processes. Either way, it sure made 

my day to confirm that MRVP’s 
library of instructional videos is 
right there to help modelers 

working in all scales. See for 
yourself! Watch the FREE 
VIDEO playlist at MRVideo-
Plus.com/CTTPlaylist. 

DISPLAY SHELVES FOR
YOUR TRAIN ROOM!

Satin Finish,
Hardened Anodized
Extruded Aluminum
No Brackets Needed
Raised Rails Hold
Your Trains in Place
6 Ft. Lengths,
Expandable with
Joiner Pins Supplied
Special Cutting
Available

Combination “HO/S” Gauge . . . . . . .$12.00
“O” Gauge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$16.00
Combination “O/STD/LGB” Gauge . . .$24.00
Plus UPS Shipping

RAIL STOPS - This
extremely versatile
product is designed
to fit our shelves or
similar shelving from
HO/S gauge or O
gauge to O/STD/LGB
gauge. RAIL STOPS
can be used any
place along your
shelves and will
prevent your trains
from being rolled
along the rails. RAIL
STOPS fit all track and can be used in place of
bumpers on train layouts.
RAIL STOPS are $10.00 per dozen, including
shipping.

GLENN SNYDER DISPLAY SYSTEMS
260 Oak Street • Buffalo, NY 14203

Toll Free 1-877-852-4676 • Fax 1-716-852-4677
e-mail: glenn@gsds.com • www.gsds.com

RAIL END CAPS -
The newest
addition to Glenn
Snyder Display
Systems product
line. Designed to
trim the ends of
our shelves or
similar shelving.
RAIL END CAPS will
give a finished
look to the end of
your shelves and

will prevent your trains from being knocked off
the ends.
Please specify when ordering: combination
“HO/S” gauge, “O” gauge or combination
“O/STD/LGB” gauge.
RAIL END CAPS are $3.50 each, any size.
Plus shipping and handling.

ALL PRODUCTS MADE IN USA

  1-800-786-1888
www.trainsandtoysoldiers.com

located in 
Lincoln, 

Nebraska

We Buy  
Train  

Collections  
Large and 

Small



TINPLATE SET SALE 
Special Savings on Select Complete 

Lionel Corp. Tinplate Standard &   
O-Gauge Sets 

ADDITIONAL TINPLATE SAVINGS 
5% ON ALL STD-GAUGE AND O-GAUGE FREIGHT ROLLING 

STOCK 

SEE OUR WEBSITE OR CALL FOR MORE GREAT TINPLATE DEALS 

Actual shipping charges will be added at time of order.  Prices are subject to change without notice. 
Not responsible for typographical errors. 
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PRODUCT NEWS

WANDER DOWN TO WALLY’S: Train Town can now have a full-service gas 
station with a rotating sign from Menards. The no. 279-4431 Wally’s gas station 
has six gas pumps with illuminated globes, two oilcan stands, two air hose 
stands, a few tires, trashcans, a soda machine, three uniformed employees, 
and, of course, our four-legged friend, Jack the German Shepherd. Front and 
rear signage on the O gauge structure is impressive, as is the rotating Shell 
sign in the circular art deco oval roof illuminated from below. A power adapter 
is sold separately. The structure costs $89.99 plus shipping, or opt for free 
shipping to your local Menards store. For more information, or to purchase, go 
to www.Menards.com/Trains.

CELEBRATE 10 YEARS OF 
HIRAILING: The Lone Star 
Hi-Railers are offering a custom-
run freight car from MTH to 
celebrate the group’s 10th 
anniversary. The Center Flow 
hopper is 133⁄8 inches long and 
has die-cast metal trucks and 
couplers. The O gauge car costs 
$54.95 plus $12 shipping. Pay by 
check or money order to LSHR 
Club Car, Attn: Eric Haist, 1517 
Arrowhead Ln., Carrollton, TX 
75007-6021. Go to www.
lonestarhirailers.com for more 
information about the car and 
the Hi-Railers.



www.ClassicToyTrains.com    15

S GAUGE GEAR YOU NEED: 
Scenery Unlimited has released its 
latest big book of all products S 
gauge. The S/Sn3 Scale Model 
Railroad Catalog & Reference 
Manual contains 230 pages of 
locomotives, rolling stock, 
backdrops, track, scenicking 
materials, structure kits, and power 
supplies. The book is indexed and 
costs $17.95 plus shipping. See 
your S gauge retailer or go to 
www.sceneryunlimited.com.

HELP MOVE THE HEAVIES: Atlas O’s 52½-foot war emergency gondolas are in stores now. The cars were a 
wartime workaround for a shortage of cars able to carry long and heavy materials. Wood was substituted for steel 
wherever possible, and these were rated at a 70-ton capacity. The gondolas have scale dimensions and die-cast-
metal trucks and couplers, and require O-42 or wider-diameter track. The O gauge car is available undecorated as 
well as in Grand Trunk Western (shown), Indiana Harbor Belt, Norfolk & Western, Pennsylvania RR, and Santa Fe 
liveries for $56.95 each. See your Atlas O retailer or go to www.atlasO.com for more information. 

EXCLUSIVE CLUB CAB NUMBER: The Lionel Collectors Club of 
America (LCCA) has introduced an exclusive cab number for its 
members and hobbyists who want to be members. The club’s cab 
number is 6019. The built-to-order New York Central 4-8-4 Niagara is 
equipped to operate via Legacy command control using Lionel 
Universal Remote or the LionChief app. Other features include three 
speakers, safety-valve steam effects, and water scoop spray from 
beneath the tender. LCCA members who buy the engine through the 
LCCA will receive a year’s membership extension. Non-members who 
buy through the LCCA will receive a free year’s membership. The price 
of the O gauge locomotive has yet to be determined, but 
no-obligation preorders are being taken by the LCCA through 
February 28, 2018. To preorder this steamer call the LCCA’s national 
business office during regular work hours at 815-223-0115 or go to 
www.lionelcollectors.org.
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CLUES ON COMMAND: TM 
Books & Video has released the 
second in its series of DVDs on 
modern command and control 
systems. Modern O Gauge Remote 
Control Part 2: Lionel TMCC and 
Legacy Advanced shows operators 
how to maximize their use of 
Lionel’s two major command-
control systems. The 65-minute 
DVD is hosted by Bob Phillips and 
costs $14.99. See your hobby 
retailer or go to www.TMBV.com 
to order.

PLAY IT LIKE A KID: The latest 
DVD completed by Robert 
Osterhoff is Lionel Postwar Layout 
Suggestions. The DVD includes 19 
promotional layout schematics 
issued by Lionel’s Sales and Service 
Departments in the 1950s and ’60s. 
There are more than 200 pages of 
layout suggestions as well as layout 
booklets published by Lionel. The 
disc, which can be viewed on Mac 
or PC computers, is priced at $20 
plus $3 shipping. Order from 
Robert Osterhoff, 1622 Garden 
Valley Dr., Wildwood, MD 63038, 
call 636-458-3659, or go to www.
Trainpaper.com.

NEITHER RAIN NOR SLEET: Woodland Scenics helps Train Town’s mail and 
parcels get delivered with the latest Built-&-Ready building: the no. BR5864 Letters, 
Parcels & Post. Features on the structure include a freestanding mailbox, a stone 
foundation, a porch overhang, side steps, and a rear loading dock. The structure 
has a decorated and lighted interior made for use with the Just-Plug power 
system. The O scale building costs $129.99. See your Woodland Scenics retailer or 
go to www.WoodlandScenics.com for more information.

EAST COAST HEAVY METAL: The New York Central’s P2 electric-profile locomotive is 
back in the MTH lineup. The Premier line product has a die-cast metal frame and body, two 
can-style motors, and ProtoSound 3.0 command and sound system. The O gauge model is 
available in three versions: NYC white stripe (shown), NYC lightning stripe, and Cleveland 
Union Terminal. Each version comes in two cab numbers. The O gauge locomotive costs 
$799.99 each. See your MTH retailer or go to www.MTHtrains.com for more information.
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THE LONG ARM OF THE LONG ISLAND: TrainWorld is offering two more 
custom-run O gauge MTH products in the colors of the Long Island RR. The no. 
30-5161 bump-n-go trolley has the road number of 293. The MTH model has an 
illuminated interior, a movable power pole, and bump-reverse action. It operates on 
O-27 track and costs $69.99. Also available is the no. 30-5168 operating handcar. The 
MTH motorized unit features two crewmen that move and and an automatic bumper 
reverse mechanism. The unit costs $59.99. Both the trolley and motorized unit can be 
ordered at www.Trainworld.com.

WANT TO SUBMIT A NEW  
PRODUCT? Send complete ordering 
information and a large, hi-res photo 
file to bkeller@kalmbach.com or on 
a CD by mail to Bob Keller, Classic Toy 
Trains magazine, PO Box 1612,  
Waukesha, WI 53187-1612.
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but you still may wish to consider a mini-
shop vac. These are lighter and easier to 
hoist around a tabletop. Many have about 
a 1½-gallon capacity and can be pur-
chased for $20 to $30.  

Don’t forget canned air, which is used 
for blasting out gunk from keyboards and 
electronics. These go for about $7 a can. 

Finally, check your housecleaning sup-
plies. Swiffer-brand products are good at 
lifting dust and cobwebs.

OLD LOCOMOTIVES, 
NEWER ELECTRICAL POWER?

QFor years I’ve run postwar 
trains. I’ve finally been 

tempted to buy one of the new loco-
motives with command-control features. 
Will my large Lionel and American Flyer 
transformers be able to run the new loco-
motives? – Cary Dunn, Syracuse, N.Y.

A If your transformers are in good 
operating condition, they should be 

able to handle new locomotives in conven-
tional (throttle-control mode) or com-
mand mode (18 volts of track power regu-
lated by a handheld controller).

The only time you may not be satisfied 

CALLING MR. CLEAN 

Q   I have a small layout and have been 
surprised at how dusty it gets. Do you 

have any suggestions for an easy way to 
keep it clean? – Eric Hobbie, Malibu, Calif.

A This is tough because the answer is 
pretty much no. Short of covering 

your railroad with one or more light tarps, 
you’ll discover it will still get dirty. House-
hold dust and particulates as well as what-
ever may drift in through windows or 
your HVAC system will congregate on top 
of freight cars and structures. Layout 

cleaning is an ongoing process.
Soft-bristle paintbrushes (household 

sizes as well as arts and crafts sizes) may 
be best for swiping dust from the top of 
locomotives, cars, and structures. Paper 
towels and cotton swabs will help you root 
out grime congregating around details and 
seam lines.

Suction works as well, but keeping fig-
ures and unsecured ballast and shrubs 
from being taken in may be tricky! Small 
keyboard vacuums cost $10 to $20. Most 
shop vacs will try to pull your structures, 
people, and detail parts down the hose, 

REPLACEMENT OIL 
DERRICK BOARD?

QI have an MTH no.  455 oil derrick with a 
burned-out circuit board. I called MTH  

and was told the oil derrick is no longer  
produced, so the circuit board was not avail-
able. All I have found on eBay are Lionel 455  
circuit boards. Can I substitute one of  
these? If not, what should I do?  
– Gary Towner, Warsaw, N.Y.

A The circuit board is a simple timer board to operate the pump. My 
guess is the Lionel version will probably work. The input voltage 

should be the same. Since the MTH version is a reissue of the Lionel post-
war accessory, the coil impedance is probably close. Otherwise you’ll need 
to cannibalize another MTH derrick.

USE A LIONEL CIRCUIT BOARD 
FOR AN MTH BOARD

Regarding Mitchell 
Rebuck’s concerns about 
the weak pulling power of 

a Lionel postwar 6-8-6 turbine steam 
engine, CTT contributor Stan Trzoniec 
writes: “Relating to your question of 
traction tires on older equipment, this 
may help. When I was a teenager, I 
received the no. 2245 Texas Special die-
sels for my birthday. Although I was 
pleased with how the F3 equipped with 

one motor could pull its limited collec-
tion of passenger cars, I found it left 
much to be desired when coupled to a 
long freight train. That’s when I spied a 
roll of friction (not electrical) tape on my 
father’s workbench.  

“Taking a small strip, placing it lightly 
on a piece of glass so as not to use up 
too much of its adhesion qualities, I cut 
strips with a straightedge narrow 
enough to fit on the drive wheels of the 

locomotive. Wrapping it around the 
wheel until it met the other end, I cut it 
carefully to allow both ends to fit flush 
on the wheel without an overlap.

“The result was increased traction 
simply because of the tape’s texture and 
softness – maybe the first traction tire. I 
still use this trick on my older locomo-
tives. No need to change wheels or 
worry about extra height. Placing the 
tape on two wheels is sufficient. And the 

CTT READERS WRITE

WITH JOSEPH L. MANIA AND THE CTT STAFF
QUESTIONS • ANSWERS
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tape lasts a long time!”  
Reader Al Reitz suggests: “Mitchell 

might want to consider adding 
weight to the turbine to help with 
the lack of traction. He could try fish-
ing weights or a modified weight 
from a postwar Berkshire. The no. 
671-219 ballast weight was mounted 
over the gearbox to replace the 
worm cover on later Berkshires to 
improve performance.”

is when operating locomotives equipped 
with Lionel’s TrainMaster Command 
Control or Legacy or MTH’s Digital 
Command System and you are not oper-
ating with the command-control equip-
ment. You’ll get the basic sounds, but 
may not be able to trigger some sounds 
or features, including remote uncou-
pling. While those locomotives and their 
sound systems are designed to operate 
using conventional transformers, you’ll 
need digital controllers to activate these 
additional features.

LOOSE WIRE

Q I recently bought a Lionel no. 602 
Seaboard NW2 diesel switcher.  I 

cleaned it up and got it running 
smoothly; however, the wire leading out 
of the back of the horn is not connected 
anywhere. I tried touching it to different 
solder lugs on the horn relay and then 
depressed the whistle button on my 
type-RW transformer, but I could not find 
the right place to reconnect the wire, as 
none of them triggered the horn. When I 
touch the wrong solder lug, the horn 
sounds constantly without the horn but-
ton being depressed. Can you tell me the 
correct solder lug to reconnect this wire 
to? – Mike Lurie, St. Michael, Minn.

A On the relay there are several tabs 
on the stack of lugs and insulators 

screwed to the front of it. There should 
be three on the top of the stack. Two will 
have a notch in them, and one will have 
a small hole. The wire from the horn 
goes to the one in the back with the hole 
in it. 

LIONEL PARTS DEALER AND AUTHORIZED 
SERVICE STATION #91 PROVIDING EXPERT 
REPAIRS TO PREWAR, POSTWAR AND ALL 
MODERN LIONEL EQUIPMENT AS WELL AS 

LIONEL WARRANTY NEEDS

NY Sales Tax (where applicable) & shipping

762 Whitney Dr., Niskayuna, NY 12309

TEL - (518) 280-5197
Hours: Tuesday - Friday: 9-5PM EST

EMAIL: trains@sandwparts.com
WEB: www.sandwparts.com
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WITH ROGER CARP
COLLECTIBLE CLASSICS

MARX’S NO. 555 COLORADO & SOUTHERN REEFER 

A
group of colorful and 
inexpensive freight and 
passenger cars hit the 
O-27 market in the 

final years of the pre-World 
War II era. They were produced 
through the postwar period, 
and then carried over into the 
first few years of the modern 
era. Yes, 1936 into the 1970s is 
quite a remarkable run!

Girard Manufacturing Co., 
owned and operated by toy 
magnate Louis Marx, intro-
duced the series of six-inch-
long models acclaimed for their 
lithography. The many classic 
pieces of rolling stock for three 
rails proved irresistible to chil-
dren and enhanced the legacy 
of the ingenious Mr. Marx.

General characteristics 
Before focusing on the no. 

555 Colorado & Southern 
refrigerator car, some com-
ments about Marx six-inch-
long freight cars are in order.

Over the nearly four decades 
Marx manufactured its six-inch 
models, company designers 
modified them to handle either 
four wheels or eight wheels. 
Here, the emphasis is on freight 
cars equipped with only four.

Marx, like his competitors, 
offered a broad range of prod-
ucts featuring every common 
kind of freight car, along with a 
few specialized types. Boxcars, 
flatcars, gondolas, hoppers, and 
tank cars filled the ranks. So 
did floodlight and crane cars, 
not to mention items with a 

military orientation. Cabooses 
completed the roster.

Frames varied, with the first 
having rounded ends without 
coupler pockets. It gave way to 
one having square ends with 
coupler pockets. They were 
painted black (glossy or dull 
finish), but silver was known. 
As for the wheels, they usually 
were stamped, two-piece parts 
fabricated out of steel.

The coupler originally used 
on the Marx six-inch, four-
wheel freight cars was the kind 
known as “tab-and-slot cou-
pler.” They could be riveted or 
twisted (prior to World War II) 
or punched (associated with 
production from 1946 to ’52).

A plastic knuckle coupler 
arrived in 1953. That superior 
type remained the norm all the 
way to 1972.

A growing roster
The assortment of rolling 

stock categorized as Marx six-
inch, four-wheel models is 
nothing short of enormous. 
Moreover, variations in color 
and lettering often occurred.

What made the freight cars 
stand out was their eye-catch-
ing and detailed decoration. 
Production supervisors at 
Girard Manufacturing Co. 
relied on lithography. Artists 
created designs often with the 
name and herald of a railroad, 
car data, and simulated rivets 
and ladders, among other 
details. During manufacturing, 
laborers printed the design on 
a flat metal surface. For Marx 
rolling stock, sheets of steel 
plated with tin were used.

The group of cars released 
in 1936 included a refrigerator 
car, assigned the number 
91453 and then changed to 
555. Marx lettered it for the 
Colorado & Southern Ry., a 
Class 1 line operated indepen-
dently in Wyoming, Colorado, 
and New Mexico from 1898 to 
1908. The Chicago, Burlington 
& Quincy had acquired the 
C&S after that date. 

The 555 stayed in the 
lineup through 1942, when 
federal restrictions put an end 
to the manufacture of minia-
ture trains that used metal. 
The C&S reefer did not return 
to production until 1953. 
After just another year in the 
roster, Marx deleted the beau-
tifully lithographed car.

Decoration
First decked out in yellow 

with black markings on the 
sides and roof, the refrigerator 
went to a cream body and 
doors in 1937. By and large, 
the roof and lettering were 
blue before the war with a red 
C&S herald (exceptions to the 
latter exist). Cars with a red 
roof and lettering with a blue 
herald came after the war.

The lithography on the 
scarcest and most valuable 
prewar and postwar 555 reef-
ers (blue or red roof) varied 
from the usual in a rather cool 
way. One side featured a par-
tially open door with a rail-
way worker in view. The 
opposite side had a fully open 
doorway and a different fig-
ure on the job. – Roger Carp

The Marx no. 555 Colorado & Southern six-inch-long refrigerator car featured a sheet-metal 
body and ends lithographed cream, a red roof, red lettering and Marx emblem, a blue-and-white 
Colorado & Southern herald, four-wheel trucks, and tab-and-slot couplers

Marx cataloged the no. 555 Colorado & Southern 
refrigerator car from 1937 to ’42 and then from 1953 to ’54. 
The 2011 edition of Greenberg’s Pocket Price Guide to Marx 
Trains values models with sliding doors at $15 in good con-
dition and $50 in excellent. Scarce variations with solid 
doors and lithographed figures are priced at $100 and 
$250, respectively, based on the roof and frame colors.
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Recently, I received a phone call 
from my good friend and cus-
tomer, Father Michael Ruthen-
berg. You may recall from an ear-

lier column that he is a Catholic friar 
serving in Chicago at the retirement 
home for the Little Sisters of the Poor.

Father Mike, as I call him, became 
acquainted with me about 10 years ago, 
after reading Views from the Under-
ground in Classic Toy Trains. He’s been a 
customer of my store and a reader who 
occasionally comments on what I write.

I mentioned Father 
Mike a few years ago 
because I thought it was 
nice he built a layout every 
year for the sisters to see. 
The trains are set up in 
front of a window facing an 
inside hallway.

It was really neat how 
many of the sisters would 
line up in their wheelchairs 
and watch the trains run for 
long periods during the 
holiday season.

Father Mike had called 
to ask if could get a Lionel no. 2528WS 
5-Star General outfit. He told me that he 
has been looking for that Super O Old 
West set for many years. It is the set he 
has dreamed of since it came out in 1959.

Father Mike went on to say that he 
wanted one of the General train sets back 
then. However, his father told him that 
since the family had recently moved they 
could not spare the extra money to pur-
chase that set for “little Father Mike.”

Christmas in 1959 was rough for the 
Ruthenberg family, and Father Mike had 
to settle for the train he had already had. 
But he always wanted to get that set, 
especially this year because he hoped to 
run it on this year’s layout for the sisters.

After listening to Father Mike, I told 
him that his phone call must have come 
through divine intervention. Lionel had 

recently reintroduced the 5-Star General 
to its line, and that very day I received 
my first shipment of the new sets.

I had looked at the sets and deter-
mined they were done very well. They 
featured remote control, with sounds of 
steam, a whistle, and engineer voices.

Then I started thinking about how, 
like Father Mike, I had dreamed of get-
ting a particular set when I was a boy in 
the 1950s. I wanted an American Flyer 
no. 5002T circus train, which I had seen 
in the catalog for 1950.

Dad said the train I 
had would suffice under 
our Christmas tree and 
did not think there was 
room for another train. I 
knew better, but wasn’t 
going to win that argu-
ment. Still, I never 

stopped wishing for a circus set.
Since I have been avidly collecting 

trains over the past 30 or so years, I have 
been fortunate enough to pick up a circus 
train. In fact, I now have three!

How about you? How many of you 
reading this column have trains you 
never received and have always dreamed 
of owning? Let’s hear your stories.

By the way, Father Mike called me 
back to tell me how pleased he was with 
his new 5-Star General. He said the sis-
ters loved all the sounds it made.

Almost 60 years after first seeing Lio-
nel’s Old West set, Father Mike finally got 
the train he’d dreamed of. Maybe, it’s 
because he kept on searching.

We’re never too old to relive the times 
and the toy trains of our past.

Keep searchin’. 

The train I always wanted
WE ALL HAVE OUR DREAM SETS

WITH LOU PALUMBO
VIEWS  FROM  THE  UNDERGROUND

LOU PALUMBO, owner of the Underground Railroad Shoppe in New Castle, Pa., writes this exclusive column for 
CTT. He can be reached at 1906 Wilmington Rd., New Castle, PA 16105 or email at trainplum@yahoo.com

We’re never too old 
to relive the times 
and the toy trains 
of our past.

Call or visit us online for 
your application today!

717.687.8623
www.tcamembers.org

TRAIN COLLECTORS ASSOCIATION™

JOIN TCA!
Friendships that 
Last a Lifetime!

Here are just a few great TCA benefits:
·  TCA Train Meets (including York, PA!)
·  *3* Publications: The Train Collectors 

Quarterly, National Headquarters News    
& TCA E-Train, our online magazine

·  TCA x-change (online marketplace)
·  National Toy Train Museum 
·  Toy Train Reference Library
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Now the moment has arrived 
to express appreciation to another 
type of artist – the illustrators 
who have executed track plans 
over the past three decades.

Early on, praise went to 
Robert Wegner, Terri Field, 
Rick Johnson, Roen 
Kelly, and Jay Smith. 
For the past 15 or so 

22  Classic Toy Trains • March 2018

When celebrating the 30th anniversary 
of Classic Toy Trains magazine, we on the editorial 
team paid tribute to several outstanding layout 
builders and experts on modeling techniques. Also 
earning our gratitude and respect were the differ-
ent photographers whose pictures have enhanced 
every sort of article and department.

By Roger Carp

Let’s follow the steps taken by Kellie Jaeger as she creates a track plan for Classic Toy Trains. Here’s the final 
diagram done for the cover story on Donald and Miriam Pruter’s layout in the December 2017 issue.

After

HOW CTT’S  
KELLIE JAEGER 
CREATES  
BEAUTIFUL 
TRACK PLANS 
READERS 
ADMIRE 

from track to
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years, Kellie Jaeger has handled 
the challenges.

CTT takes pleasure in turn-
ing the spotlight on Kellie. She 
has agreed to share what she 
does to transform rough 
sketches into the detailed dia-
grams readers find so useful.

Where she begins
Virtually every proposed 

article about an O or S gauge 
railroad for CTT includes a 
request that the builder pro-
vide an illustration showing 
the location of the main lines, 
sidings, and spurs. In addition, 
the drawing should have the 
dimensions while indicating 
major areas with accessories 
and structures.

What arrives at our offices 
varies tremendously in accu-
racy, detail, and completeness. 
Anything from hand-drawn 
sketches on notebook paper to 
scale diagrams printed using 
commercial programs installed 
on personal computers.

After an editor has gathered 
the relevant materials, along 
with the edited manuscript 
accompanying the article, he 
presents everything to Kellie. 
Over the next two or three 
weeks, she’ll work her magic.

Kellie looks at the sketches. 
Typically, she says, this artwork 
fails to give her sufficient 
information to move ahead. 
Then it is time to consult the 
photos of the layout, compar-
ing what she notices there with 
the preliminary illustrations. 
An overall view of the layout is 
especially important.

From Kellie’s observing the 
pictures alongside the sketches, 
she can see how accurate the 
artwork is. She picks out dis-
crepancies as well as unknown 
spots. Meanwhile, Kellie is ask-
ing many key questions about 

20'-0"

12'-0"

After studying the sketch as well as all the photographs taken of the layout, Kellie creates a 
grid over which to situate the layout using its dimensions. Then she adds the different main 
lines and sidings before showing the outline to the editor of the story.

the dimensions, the sort of 
track laid, the diameters of 
curves, and the brand and radii 
of the switches.

Using Adobe Illustrator
Once Kellie thinks she has 

enough information, she pro-
ceeds to create a plan using 

Adobe Illustrator. She has 
scanned whatever artwork she 
has been given and relies on 
that as her starting point. 
Essential is deciding what scale 
the drawing will be. Specifi-
cally, she says, will ¼ inch or 
3/8 inches equal 12 inches? 

From this point forward, 

Kellie says, she will use that 
scale to finish the plan. The 
person designing the article to 
be published will place and 
possibly shrink it to fit on the 
page. The scale ensures the 
small color images added to 
the plan of structures, accesso-
ries, and other notable features 

Everything begins with a sketch submitted by the owner to show 
the dimensions of the layout as well as the location of all track 
(including any lines hidden from view), switches, accessories, 
major structures, and other noteworthy features.

Before

During
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are in a realistic proportion to 
everything else put there.

Having determined the 
dimensions of the final track 
plan, Kellie conveys this infor-
mation to the designer of the 
article. She lets him 
or her know what 
her plan will 
look like so the 
designer can fig-
ure out how and 
where to place it on a page. At 
this stage, the plan will be 
labeled “FPO,” short for “For 
Position Only.”

Layers and structures
Kellie adds a background 

grid and outlines the ground 
layer of the plan. She draws the 
various lines of track, not to 
mention the roads and streets, 
the rivers and other bodies of 
water. Major scenic effects, 
such as mountains, follow.

If the O or S gauge railroad 
includes elevated levels, then 

Kellie will put them in now. 
She generally uses different 
colors to indicate each line ris-
ing over the tabletop or princi-
pal level. Dotted lines note 

track that is hidden 
from view.

Structures find a 
place on almost 
every track plan 
published in CTT. 

For them, Kellie has 
assembled over the 

years a library of drawings of 
buildings and accessories 
developed by the major toy 
train manufacturers.

When Kellie needs to show 
a Lionel no. 97 coal elevator, 
an Ives station, a Gilbert no. 
779 oil drum loader, or an 
MTH bank, she has artwork to 
use. Then she just inserts the 
image where necessary.

Sometimes Kellie can reuse 
the artwork as she kept it. At 
other times, she has to modify 
the colors or sharpen a detail.

Take bridges. Over the past 
century, toy train manufactur-
ers have come up with differ-
ent types in various scales. Kel-
lie must determine whether 
she will be adding a bascule, a 
girder, a truss, or another kind. 
Should she need a bridge 
unlike anything in her library, 
she outlines and illustrates it.

Final touches
Kellie’s track plan has all the 

dimensions, the track on dif-
ferent levels, and noteworthy 
details (accessories, structures, 
and names). Before handing 
the diagram to the editor of the 
article, she will check it against 
all the photos of the layout and 
correct any discrepancies.

By the way, the overall envi-
ronment on a layout – a desert, 
forest, or city – will bring it all 
together. Kellie uses the colors 
from the types of scenes. 

Once she’s satisfied with the 
piece of art, Kellie submits her 

“first draft” to CTT’s longtime 
art director, Elizabeth Weber. 
Lil evaluates it and sends it to 
the editor of the article. If any 
revisions are called for, Kellie 
will do them.

The process concludes with 
the addition of scattered trees 
and vehicles. Kellie also puts in 
figures of adults and children 
(and occasionally pets) stand-
ing alongside the layout.

Last come what are known 
as “camera pointers.” These are 
the thick arrows with numbers 
printed inside that correspond 
to the captioned images in the 
articles. They let readers know 
where on the layout each of the 
photographs was taken.

Sounds pretty technical and 
demanding, right? Not to Kel-
lie! Even after all these years, 
she looks at the tasks associ-
ated with finalizing a CTT 
track plan as enjoyable. “It’s 
almost like I get to build a lay-
out along with the stories.” 
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O
ne Lionel outfit made in recent 
years hits the trifecta of collec-
tor interest: Its rolling stock is 
decorated for Lionel Lines, and 
it is both an uncataloged set and 

a department store special. It is the Lionel 
no. 11771 Micro Racers Express, pro-
duced exclusively for K-Mart in 1989.

The O-27 set is unusual for another 
reason. Typically, a modern-era depart-
ment store exclusive set will contain a sin-
gle specially marked car and the remain-
der of the train will be standard 
production items. However, all five items 
in the Micro Racers Express are unique to 
this set. This is likely due to its theme, 

which is so far off Lionel’s beaten path that 
regular rolling stock would have seemed 
out of place.

Heading the train is a no. 18704 2-4-0 
Porter steam locomotive, molded from 
black plastic and numbered “8704” on the 
cab. This DC-only engine has an operat-
ing headlight and a chrome bell. Lionel 

Lionel Lines in the  

By Michael C. Connor 

Focus on classics

Lionel’s no. 11771 
Micro Racers Express 
is an O-27 set 
produced exclusively 
for K-Mart in 1989 to 
capitalize on the 
then-popularity of 
miniature toy 
automobiles. 

UNCATALOGED 
DEPARTMENT  
STORE SET IS  
APPEALING,  
FUN, AND 
RECENT! 
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modern era

WHAT'S IT 
WORTH? 
IN MINT CONDITION
•  No. 18704 Lionel Lines 2-4-0 

locomotive & tender: $43
•  No. 16108 Racing Fuel sin-

gle-dome tank car: $13
•  No. 16325 Micro Racers 

ramp car: $28
•  No. 16508 Lio-
nel Lines  
SP-type 
caboose: $17

Values courtesy 
Greenberg’s Pocket 
Price Guide to Lionel  
Trains, 1901-2018

Trains Inc. paired it with a slope-back ten-
der, also in black plastic, with “Lionel 
Lines” in white letters and a cast-in simu-
lated coal load. 

The no. 16508 Lionel Lines Southern 
Pacific-type caboose is molded in orange 
plastic on a black plastic frame. A black cir-
cle-L Lionel logo dominates the sides of the 

Photo by Jim Forbes

caboose, with “6508” and “Lionel Lines” 
printed below.

Only two freight cars are included in 
the set. Both are eye-catching and fun.

The no. 16108 Racing Fuel single-
dome tank car has a yellow plastic body 
with black end caps mounted on a black 
frame. Based on the nos. 6015/9050-style 
O-27 tank car, it is lettered with “Racing 
Fuel,” a circle-L “Petroleum Company,” 
and “LPC 6108.” 

The second car is the highlight of the 
set. The no. 16325 Micro Racers Exhibi-
tion ramp car is a highly modified version 
of Lionel’s postwar no. 6343 barrel ramp 
car. It is molded entirely in red plastic. The 
“16325” number is printed in white, and 
checkered flags adorn one side of the ramp 
body. The railing supports the black-and-
white “Micro Racers Exhibition” sign. 

The car also includes a standard Lionel 
canister, molded in black with “Micro Rac-
ers Oil” and two checkered flags printed in 
white. A press-fit disc fastened to the car 
holds the canister in place. 

Four Micro Racers, similar in style to 
open-wheel race cars like those used at the 
Indianapolis 500, fit on the ramp. The 
wheels of the race cars rest in shallow 
square depressions formed in the surface 
of the ramp. Even so, the small cars can fly 
off during operation – a problem easily 
solved by a dab of adhesive.

In common with Lionel sets marketed 
in the late 1980s, the rolling stock was 
equipped with metal wheels and operating 
couplers. Rounding out the set was a 27 x 
36-inch oval of O-27 track, a few tele-
phone poles, and a DC power pack.

The Micro Racers Express was a low-
priced item. It sold for around $60 or $70 
when it first hit the shelves; the price may 
have been reduced to $45 or $50 in the 
after-Christmas sale. 

These days, O-27 enthusiasts can find 
the 11771 outfit fairly easily and expect to 
pay $75 to $100. When you do encounter 
the set, take a moment to admire the 
unusual features of this modern gem. 

Directions: Comfort Inn & Suites. 5025 Co Hwy 
V, DeForest, WI 53532.  Take I-39 to Exit 126 
County Hwy. V West.  Take a Left on Linde Ln.  
Auction will be on the Left.  Watch For Signs. 

 
Model Train Collection Estate of 

Vernon (Mugg's) Yackley 
of Lisle, Illinois 

Live & Online at the Comfort Inn,  
DeForest, WI 

Saturday, February 17, 2018 @ 9am 
 

Hundreds of Train Cars & Accessories! 
Including Lionel, Buddy L, Marx, American 

Flyer, Erector and Many Others! 
 

Online Bidding Available! 
Go to wyoderauction.com for full details! 

 
WE SPECIALIZE IN COLLECTIONS 

 
Terms: Cash, checks, Visa, MasterCard. – 10% in house 
buyers fee. +4% convenience fee for credit card. I.D. 
required to register. All sales final “as is, where is” with 
no warranties. Announcements sale day supersede this 
and printed material. Not responsible for accidents. 

W. YODER AUCTION 
WAYNE YODER, RWA #1977 

N2475 13th GATEWAY, WAUTOMA, WI 54982 
PHONE: 920-787-5549*CELL 920-295-2644 

Huge Train Collection Auction! 

Diecast Direct, Inc. 

AD Code: 
CT2018

1-800-718-1866 
$7.95 Shipping Ask for a Catalog with Your Order! 

Elvis Presley 1955 Cadillac Fleetwood 
Series 60 “Pink Cadillac” w/Elvis Figure

#GL86436 - (1:43) - $24.95 - Coming! 
The Godfather (1972)

1941 Lincoln Continental (Black)
#GL86507 - (1:43) - $16.95 - Coming!

The Godfather (1972)
1941 Lincoln Continental with Bullet Hole 

Damage (Black)
#GL86511 - (1:43) - $16.95 - Coming! 

Sanford and Son (1972-77)
1952 Ford F-1 Pickup Truck

#GL86521 - (1:43) - $17.95 - Coming!

The Matrix (1999)
1965 Lincoln Continental (Black)

#GL86512 - (1:43) - $16.95 - Coming!
Starsky & Hutch (TV Series 1975-79)
1976 Ford Gran Torino (Red/White)
#GL86442 - (1:43) - $16.95 - Coming!
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The theme of this issue of Classic 
Toy Trains is summarized in just two words: 
compact layouts. Articles focus on the enjoy-
ment and interest O gauge railroads covering 
less than 100 square feet can provide operators.

When it comes to packing fun and excite-
ment in a small area, no one compares with the 
designers who created display layouts for Lionel 
during the postwar era.

Evidence of what the Display Department 
had accomplished appeared in Lionel Trains: 

Best Layouts & Store Displays, a special-interest 
publication put out by CTT in 2015. Still, there’s 
always room to celebrate more of those layouts 
– which is what we’ll do with the no. D-224.

✦ Displays promoted the line
The D-224 layout, a 5 x 9-foot display made 
available by Lionel to retail accounts in 1958, 
carried on a tradition launched by the toy train 
manufacturer in the pre-World War II decades 
and advanced after 1952. During the 1950s and 

THE LIONEL 
NO. D224 
LAYOUT 
PROMISES 
LOADS OF 
FUN IN ONLY 
5 X9 FEET

By Roger Carp • Photos by Daniel Brown

fill a classic display
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into the ’60s, the Display Department typically 
developed three new layouts each year, plus 
countertop items and possibly a wall poster.

Presenting the latest accessories cataloged by 
Lionel was the goal behind each of the compact 
railroads (their dimensions went from 4 x 6 feet 
to 8 x 8 feet). New train sets (purchased sepa-
rately) ran on one to three loops of track on one 
or two levels while signals and lights glowed.

Because of the need to design and promote 
the layouts early in the production year, the 

items used tended to come from the previous 
year. Thus, a railroad offered to the trade in, say, 
1956, typically featured the freight loaders and 
stations most recently introduced in 1955. It 
could also have wired to its base perennial 
favorites that had been in the line for years.

✦ Super O track debuts
Shifting focus to the D-224 shows it to have 
been among the first displays to highlight Super 
O track, the more realistic brand of three-rail 

Lionel in 1958 offered to 
authorized retail accounts 
three action-packed Super O 
display layouts, including the 
5 x 9-foot no. D-224. Two 
trains could be run at the 
same time for viewers to 
enjoy when they weren’t 
looking at the accessories.
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straights, curves, and switches 
Lionel had announced in its 
consumer catalog for 1957. 
Because the track wasn’t being 
produced in significant quanti-
ties early that year, the Display 
Department had to wait. Not 
until 1958 could it promise 
Super O layouts.

Boy, did the crew at the 
Lionel plant exceed the expec-
tations of dealers and custom-
ers with three neat operating 
displays using Super O track.

Start with the no. D-223, a 
4 x 8-foot railroad with two 
loops and a couple of sidings 
priced at $235 (without 
trains). Light towers, bill-
boards, signals, freight 
loaders, and operating 

freight cars found homes on 
the flat surface decorated with 
green and tan paint, grass, and 
lichen. A type-ZW trans-
former handled the power.

Now skip to the no. D-225, 
an 8 x 8-foot Super O marvel 
over which three freight or 
passenger trains might travel 
on two levels. For a net cost of 
$380, a retailer received a spec-
tacular layout filled with oper-
ating accessories of all sorts.

In the middle, in terms of 
size and price, was the D-224. 
Two trains could traverse what 
Lionel called an “Eye-catching 

Lionel sent with the D-224 instructions for how to assemble and wire the 5 x 9-foot display (a single type-ZW transformer handled 
all the accessories and the trains). Anyone looking to build a compact layout should consider replicating this jewel.

Carpenters at the Lionel 
factory created this sturdy 
wood crate for shipping the 
D-224 to Pollard’s Department 
Store in Allentown, Pa. No trains 
were included.

over and under trestle 
arrangement.” For $260, a 
dealer was able to set up an 
exciting display given a rugged 
mountain through which two 
lines went in and out as well as 
two nearly symmetrical loops.

✦ Its customer
This is not the first article in 
CTT to showcase a surviving 
example of the D-224. Never 
before, however, has our mag-
azine been able to show the 
immense wood packing crate 
assembled by Lionel for ship-
ping the brand-new 5 x 9-foot 

display item.
According to the paper 

label affixed to the crate, this 
D-224 had in 1958 been dis-
patched from Lionel’s factory 
in Irvington, N.J., to Pollard’s 
Department Store in Allen-
town, Pa. A toy buyer there 
likely had seen the picture and 
explanation of the 5 x 9 and 
thought it would be perfect. 

✦ The fate of the layout
Daniel Brown, a collector of 
Lionel displays, shared his 
D-224 with us. Some of his 
other layouts appeared in the 
March 2017 issue. 

Daniel wonders whether 
the fact that the shipping crate 
for the display survived intact 
meant Pollard’s Department 
Store never assembled the lay-
out. The fate of his Super O 
operating railroad probably 
will never be known; instead, 
planners can study it as the 
basis of a great layout. 
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FOR INFO OR TO EXHIBIT AT A SHOW CONTACT: 

January 20-21 • Louisville, KY 
Kentucky Exposition  

Center 

January 20-21 • Puyallup, WA 
Western Washington  

Fairgrounds 

January 27-28 • Saint Charles, MO 
Saint Charles  

Convention Center 

January 27-28 • Portland, OR  
Portland Expo  

Center 

February 3-4 • Indianapolis, IN 
Indiana State  
Fairgrounds 

February 3-4 • Costa Mesa, CA 
Orange County Fairgrounds 

February 10-11 • Tulsa, OK 
Expo Square 

February 24-25 • Novi, MI 
Suburban Collection  

Showplace 

March 10-11 • San Jose, CA 
Santa Clara County  

Fairgrounds 

January 20-21 • Richmond, VA  
Richmond Raceway  

Complex 

February 10-11 • York, PA 
York Expo Center 

February 17-18 • Wilmington, DE 
Chase Center on the Riverfront 

Fredericksburg  
Expo Center 

March 3-4 • Rochester, NY 
Rochester Dome Arena 

March 17-18 • Wilmington, MA 
Shriners Auditorium 

March 24-25 • Hampton, VA 
Hampton Roads  

Convention Center 

Feb. 3-4, 2018 • Houston, TX    NRG Park Arena 

Mar. 10-11, 2018 • Edison, NJ    New Jersey Expo Center 

Jan 14 Mar 11 

Apr 8 June 3 

Feb 11 

May 6 

HAVE TRAINS TO SELL? CALL 630-290-1962 

HUGE FREE 
TRAIN SHOW 

300+ Tables 
Lewisville, Texas 

Premier Events Center 

FREE Admission For All with 
Coupon at TrainShow.com 

Baltimore, MD 
B&O Railroad  

Museum 

Model Train Show FREE 
With Museum Ticket 
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O GAUGER BRIAN INCH 
KNOWS THE VALUE OF  
A SMALL LAYOUT
By Roger Carp • Photos by Brian Inch

COVER STORY

MModeler Brian Inch can recite 
the assets of every brand of O gauge track now on the 
market. He’s familiar with systems of command con-
trol and can rate them against conventional modes. 
Not a locomotive current or vintage escapes his scru-
tiny. This is a guy who knows the three-rail hobby 
from all possible angles.

Interesting, therefore, to hear Brian extol the vir-
tues of plywood when it comes to building a layout – a 
product integral to the toy train scene since at least the 
close of World War II – which is a lot longer than 
Brian has been alive! How is it that Brian, 
who could have used any product as the 
foundation of his compact layout, con-
sidered it a no-brainer to start with a 
couple of sheets of 4 x 8-foot plywood?

Although Brian started his 4 x 16-foot 
display in the same way his father or even 
grandfather might have decades ago, on these 
two sheets of plywood he has completed scenes remi-
niscent of life in postwar New England. Superb detail-
ing injects wonder and beauty into the layout.

✦ Humble material
Whether they entered the hobby in the 1950s or the 
1980s or perhaps the 2000s, many Classic Toy Trains 
readers got going with a single piece of plywood.

Something about a 4 x 8 sheet of ½-inch-thick ply-
wood turned it into the ideal foundation for a three-
rail layout. There is sufficient space in its 32 square 
feet for a long main line as well as passing sidings or 
maybe spurs for accessories. 

Budding engineers lacking a pair of switches still 
endorsed the 4 x 8 sheet because they could fashion a 
figure-8 with its crossover in the middle. With a set of 
trestles you could lay a main line that rose above on 
the surface of the board  before descending gently to 
the flat surface.

1 The spot where the elevated line crosses over the 
double-track main serves as the focal point of 
Brian’s portable O gauge layout. A Maine Central 
train picks up speed as it passes the switch tower he 
built from scratch using wood and plastic shapes.
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Lucky were the operators able to find 
room for a second 4 x 8. By pushing it 
alongside its twin they created an 8 x 8 
empire. Arranging one sheet perpendicu-
lar to the other fashioned an L-shaped 
base of 8 x 12 feet – plenty of room for a 
double-track main and sidings.

Less commonly, layout builders put the 
two 4 x 8s end to end. Such a long and 
narrow layout offered distant if tight runs 
while reducing the possibility for a few 
spurs. Brian preferred a 4 x 16-foot design 
for his current O gauge railroad. A real 
benefit, he discovered, was being able to 

separate the pair of plywood sheets and 
pack them, one on top of the other, in a 
van to transport to train shows for display.

✦ Never too tired
With the exception of a few years while 
attending high school, Brian has been an 
active O gauge enthusiast since turning 
seven. His dad played with Lionel trains as 
a youngster and so eagerly introduced the 
hobby to Brian. The intention was to find 
a leisure activity the two of them might 
enjoy together for many years. As Brian 
recalled in the May 2012 issue of CTT, 

2

3

4'-0"

1

working on upgrading the layout was a 
terrific bonding experience.

Brian’s boyhood railroad lit a fire in his 
soul he has never wanted to put out. He 
enjoys every stage of designing and con-
structing layouts, especially when he can 
share the time a with his wife, Jessica, their 
son, Riley, and two daughters, Meghan 
and Elise. Toy trains have evolved in the 
Inch household until they have become 
something the entire family really loves.

The O gauge railroad previously fea-
tured in CTT captured the look of rail-
roading, manufacturing, and agriculture 

2 Arranging two 4 x 8-foot sheets of plywood end to end enabled Brian to create a 
layout showcasing his fascination with his native New England as it looked two 
generations in the past. He takes the compact railroad to local and regional shows.

3 It’s the summer of 1951, less than a year after the Bangor & Aroostook purchased this GP7 road diesel from the Electro-Motive 
Division of General Motors. The newcomer looks terrific hauling flatcars with freshly hewn boards out of town.
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in Maine during the postwar years. Brian 
and Jessica like residing in Maine and so 
used that 16 x 20-foot display to give their 
three youngsters a glimpse of life as it was 
before they had been born.

Circumstances changed for the Inch 
family, and Brian realized that three-rail 
display was simply too large and demand-
ing. In its place, he sought to built a 4 x 
16-foot layout that was also going to focus 
on life and labor in postwar Maine.

✦ The right combination
Gathering pencils and pads of paper, Brian 
started sketching track diagrams. The con-
fines of his proposed 4 x 16-foot layout 
became evident but it wasn’t long before 
Brian arrived at a configuration he liked.

It amounted to a figure-8 whose main 
line crossed over itself right in the center. 
The lower level boasted a passing siding, 
along with spurs to the two principal 
industries: a Coors brewery at one end and 
a log loader at the other. In Brian’s mind 
there was going to be a nearby spot for an 
animated sawmill as well.

Anyone who recalls what Brian accom-
plished on his big layout knows realistic 
modeling is important to him. He studies 
the history, economy, railroads, and ter-
rain of Maine so his efforts at replicating 
them will be convincing and satisfying. 
Weathering structures, selecting adequate 
details, and appropriately landscaping the 
flat lands and rolling hills all become chal-
lenges he feels he must conquer.

Name: Brian 
Inch’s O 
gauge layout

Dimensions:  
4 x 16 feet

Track: GarGraves (36-inch diame-
ter)

Switches: Ross Custom Switches 
with Tortoise machines

Motive power: Lionel, MTH
Rolling stock: Lionel, MTH
Controls: Lionel type-ZW trans-

former with Lionel Legacy and 
MTH Digital Command System

Accessories: MTH
Structures: Scratchbuilt
Vehicles: Corgi, Ertl, Yat Ming
Figures: Woodland Scenics

LAYOUT AT 
A GLANCE

Cover

45

16'-0" 6

Illustration by Kellie Jaeger

The drive to create realistic scenes 
shaped the development of the current 
railroad. At the same time, Brian admits to 
a fondness for animated accessories. 

“I am dedicated to accurately modeling 
what life in Maine was like when my dad 
was growing up,” Brian said. “But I also get 
a kick out of animation. In this case, I 
enjoy the fact that my operating freight 
cars and accessories transport logs and 
beer. At their respective facilities, I’ve 
wired sound modules to add fun.”

✦ Simple scenery
When on the previous layout Brian had 
had approximately 320 square feet at his 
disposal, there had been enough real estate 
for a fairly elaborate network of track. He 
went out of his way to list the key features: 
three main lines, 10 or more spurs, run-
around tracks, a crossover, three tunnels, 
and a long tunnel. Can’t forget the huge 
locomotive-servicing facility complete 
with turntable and roundhouse.

Now, Brian was claiming an area about 
20 percent as big. Into 64 square feet he 
would have to lay suitable main lines and 
sidings while leaving space for the manu-
facturing and agricultural facilities he 
wanted. Suggesting the handful of scenes 
captured Maine during postwar days 
might be the greatest challenge Brian had 
yet faced as a tried-and-true three-rail fan.

The trick to realizing that goal, Brian 
concluded, touched on the trains he oper-
ated and the scenery he made for them to 
travel through. Engines, boxcars, cabooses, 
flatcars, and gondolas painted and lettered 
for the Bangor & Aroostook, the Boston & 
Maine, and the Maine Central set the 
scene. The roster of steam and first-gener-
ation diesel (switchers and cab units) rein-
force the postwar setting.

Landscapes were more difficult. Brian 
had much less space in which to capture 
the look of northern New England. 

Mountains, he decided, would not be as 
prominent on his compact layout as they 
had been on the previous one. Valleys, 

Brian went from the 16 x 20-foot O gauge layout featured in the May 2012 issue of CTT to the 4 x 16-foot display shown here. The 
setting is still postwar New England. The numbered arrows correspond to the numbers in each of the captioned photos he took.
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bodies of water, and forests would serve as 
the prime features attesting to the locale.

Chunks of Styrofoam glued in place 
and then carved and shaped went on first. 
Brian covered them with thick paper and 
plaster before coloring the surface with 
brown or green latex paint. Ballast, ground 
foam, and trees completed the process. 
For water effects, he again used the two-
part epoxy marketed by Enviro-Tex.

✦ What he liked
Fortunately for Brian, some of what had 
succeeded so well on his bigger homage to 

postwar Maine fit into the compact ver-
sion he was working feverishly to com-
plete. What he had liked before promised 
to bring the same benefits, a fact that 
deepened his respect and preference for 
certain items.

Track is the place to begin. In the past, 

Brian had trusted the flextrack put out by 
GarGraves and the turnouts from Ross 
Custom Switches. Brian felt comfortable 
returning to those dependable products.

Brian installed cork roadbed, another 
old favorite. It reduces the sound of pass-
ing trains. Also in his list were switch 
machines made by Tortoise. The result is a 
network that impresses observers with its 
realism and operators with its reliability.

Brian has been a advocate of command 
control since Lionel broke through with its 
TrainMaster Command Control in the 
1990s. As always, his major power source 

is a postwar ZW 
transformer. But 
where he once used 
TMCC to run his 
fleet, he currently 
goes with the Digital 
Command System 
from MTH as well as 
Lionel’s Legacy to 

operate the many MTH models. 

✦ Personal visions
“I enjoy creating unique structures from 
original plans and photos,” Brian said. “I 
use the products on the market and end 
up with something with a basis in reality – 

a model of a structure you might have 
seen in rural Maine in the 1950s.”

By reducing the dimensions of his new 
layout Brian needed only a few structures 
but made sure they capture postwar New 
England. A sawmill, a brewery, a switch 
tower, and a crossing shanty met the 
requirement. Knowing operating cars 
blend well with the sawmill and the brew-
ery increased their value. 

✦ Off to the show
Faster than imagined, Brian was putting 
the finishing touches on his 64-square-
foot display. Riley provided assistance and 
encouragement. He, like his sisters, enjoys 
the special effects and operating models. 
All of them have a ball helping their dad 
uncouple cars on spurs at the industries.

4 ABOVE The engineer of a Boston & Maine 0-8-0 steam switcher slows down the old-
time locomotive on an April day to receive orders from the train master at the switch 
tower. The block signal made by Z-Stuff for Trains is a favorite of Brian’s. Figures and a 
pickup truck carrying barrels make viewers feel they’re part of the activity.

5 RIGHT Small industries occupy notable sites on the compact three-rail layout. The 
logging camp and nearby sawmill dominating one side of Brian’s brand-new display 
require regular deliveries of raw lumber. A Maine Central SW9 diesel switcher is 
dropping off a New Haven flatcar filled with logs on a morning in June.

    TOY TRAINS HAVE EVOLVED IN THE INCH 

HOUSEHOLD UNTIL THEY HAVE BECOME SOME-

THING THE ENTIRE FAMILY REALLY LOVES.
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The compact layout advertises what 
Brian and his custom layout business can 
do. Yet he transports it to shows for more 
reasons than promoting his company. 

“I enjoy seeing people as they watch the 
trains travel on the main lines,” Brian says. 
“Dreams are being made, and the future of 
this great hobby is being taken care of. 
That’s the best of all.” 

To learn more about Brian Inch’s layout-
building business, Model Rail Scenes, you 
can contact him at www.modelrailscenes.
com or 207-564-0705.

6 A couple hours before sunset, a Boston 
& Maine freight drifts down the double-
track main line. Cargo aboard includes 
liquid chocolate, milk, and lumber.
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A track plan published in the 
March 2011 issue of Classic Toy Trains helped me 
develop the idea for my latest O gauge layout. My 
wife, Marilyn, and I had moved into a new home. 
Now I was looking for the perfect platform on which 
to operate my postwar Lionel trains and accessories.

Paging through my copy of CTT, I discovered a tri-
level track plan shared by Ray Stuber. It was what I 
had been searching for, especially because it used con-
ventional power. I was familiar with command con-
trol, but wanted to go back to what I’d done as a boy.

✦ Adventure back to the 1950s
The more I studied Ray’s plan the more it seemed an 
ideal salute to the 1950s. In the past, I had built lay-
outs using command control to run big and sophisti-
cated new locomotives. But I felt ready to rethink my 
planning and use my Lionel ZW 275-watt transformer 
and three CW 80-watt power sources to work.

I decided an 8 x 12-foot platform would handle 
components of Lionel’s FasTrack system much better 
than the 6 x 10-foot display Ray had described in 
CTT. Three 4 x 8-foot sheets of plywood arranged 
side-by-side would make construction and wiring 
much easier. I realized I wouldn’t have enough space 
for the bottom level Ray had shown in his drawings.

So I ended up building a model railroad I called 
“East Jabip” without it. By the way, the name came to 
me as I was struggling for a layout theme. East Jabip is 
a slang term meaning a remote, out-of-the-way place. 

Destination

PETER AND MARILYN PERRY’S  
8 X 12FOOT LAYOUT OFFERS  
PLENTY OF EXCITEMENT

By Peter Perry • Photos by Kim Pratt

1 Kids splash in a pool in August, blissfully unaware 
school will be starting again soon. They can admire 
the Lionel no. 28222 Santa Fe Dash 9-40C road diesel 
roaring by. The fun takes place on Peter and Marilyn 
Perry’s new O gauge layout – the East Jabip RR.
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✦ Ready to build
After Marilyn and I had 
moved into our new home and 
completed some essential 
tasks, I launched work on my 

new O gauge railroad. I taped 
off an 8 x 12-foot rectangle on 
the floor of the basement. 
Then I set up three loops, 
using FasTrack curved and 

straight pieces. I had to make 
sure everything would fit.

Satisfied with my prelimi-
nary work, I assembled the 
benchwork out of 2 x 6 lumber 
(sturdier than 2 x 4 wood). On 
top went sheets of ¾-inch ply-
wood. And over the surface I 

put down some sheets of 
½-inch-thick Homasote.

The elevated level is sup-
ported by 2 x 6 legs standing 
11 inches higher than the main 
level. I checked out how the 
top loop was going to circle 
over the two lower lines and 

Name: Peter and Marilyn Perry’s East Jabip RR
Gauge: O
Dimensions: 8 x 12 feet
Track and switches: Atlas O, Lionel FasTrack (31-inch 

diameter)
Motive power: Lionel (postwar, modern), MTH
Rolling stock: Lionel (postwar, modern), MTH
Controls: Lionel types CW (3) and ZW transformers
Structures: Atlas O, Country Wicker, Lionel, MTH, Power 

Master, Woodland Scenics
Vehicles: Athearn, City Cruiser, Corgi, Ertl, Hallmark, 

Maisto, MTH, Phoenix Mint, Road Signature
Figures: Arttista, Bachmann, Berkshire Valley, Life-Like

LAYOUT AT A GLANCE

2 A Pennsylvania RR passenger train headed by an MTH GG1 
electric circles by a freight on the main level of the layout Pete 
made using a track plan in the March 2011 Classic Toy Trains.

Illustration by Kellie Jaeger

In less than 100 square feet, Peter and Marilyn Perry have an elevated route and two main lines on the primary level to create 
plenty of excitement. The numbered arrows correspond to the numbers in each of the captioned photos taken by Kim Pratt.
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still make it possible for folks 
to see the action below.

To solve that problem, I 
fashioned 16 wood piers by 
hand, each with a height of 10 
inches. After painting them, I 
lined them up in a manner 
close to what I’ve seen on 
Amtrak’s line over the Brandy-
wine River in Pennsylvania.

The 2 x 6 piers let me use 
four of Lionel’s no. 62716 short 
extension bridges and two lon-
ger ones (nos. 2122 and 
12772). To give that suspended 
section a more realistic look, I 
transitioned the FasTrack to 
Atlas three-rail track.

✦ Linear supports
I’m proud to have found a way 
to give linear support under 
the suspended section. Support 
beams beneath the track and 
between the piers hold it up, 

4 The pride and joy of Pete’s O gauge roster has to be the Lionel nos. 2353 Santa Fe A-B-A diesel 
combination he received as a youngster. They still pull his streamlined passenger cars.

3 Peter and Marilyn Perry enjoy having visitors explore their compact three-rail layout. If asked, they will encourage friends to run 
the trains via their conventional controls. In the past, Pete had installed command control on his O gauge railroads.
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just as they would in real life. I 
purchased garden edging trim 
from a building supply store, 
ran its desired width through 
my band saw, and created the 
corresponding “notches” atop 
the piers to accommodate the 
horizontal support beams 
beneath the rails.

For the bearing wall along 
the curved upper loop, I took a 
5 x 7-inch cinder block card to 
a copy center to get 12 more 
reproduced. Next, I glued 
them to foam core board and 

fitted them under the upper 
loop’s facade, placing vertical 
trim strips where cards met 
each other following the cur-
vature of the wall.

I made the bearing wall 
under the elevated straight run 
at the rear of the layout from 
industrial-strength foam insu-

lation board. First, I roughed 
up the surface using a wire 
paint removal brush. Then I 
painted the surfaces to look 
like they were actually rock 
walls. Simple yet effective.

Laying track sections where 
trains will pass each other, 
especially on curves, demands 
precision. So I worked hard to 
integrate odd lengths of Fas-
Track on certain curves to 
avoid problems like sideswip-
ing. Installing shorter straights 
(varying in length from 1 3/8 
to 5 inches) helped me get the 
track exactly as needed to pro-
vide passing trains proper 
clearance. Things got touchier 
when I located the piers sup-
porting overhead tracks.

✦ First time for scenery
Never had I made mountains 
for an O gauge layout. I chose 
window screen applied to ver-
tical wood framing. I scrubbed 
the protective finish off the 
screen with hot water and soap 
before covering it with canned 
spray insulation.

I completed the mountains 
by adding six tunnels, includ-
ing one that’s HO scale to sim-
ulate a highway. Topping off 
the neat scene is a 4 x 12-foot 
horizontal canvas mural 
depicting Peyto Lake as it sits 
amid the Canadian Rockies. I 
got it from Murals Your Way 
(www.muralsyourway.com). 

I made the landforms from 
canned spray insulation, which 
made it easy to stick commer-
cial trees into the hillsides. I 
painted the landforms to blend 
with the colorful mural.

Then I enclosed the open 
back side of the mountains 
with a ½-inch-thick piece of 
8-foot-long plywood shaped at 

5 ABOVE Steam and diesel locomotives from the postwar era share trackage rights with a few of 
the latest engines from Lionel and MTH on the Perrys’ East Jabip layout.

6 RIGHT This shot gives you a good idea of how much action takes place on the 8 x 12-foot East 
Jabip RR. Emergency crews rush to handle an auto accident and a fire at the hotel.

  MARILYN AND I LOVE OUR BRAND-NEW “LITTLE 

WORLD IN THE BASEMENT” AND ENJOY HAVING 

FRIENDS OVER TO WITNESS THE ACTION TAKING 

PLACE ON THIS VERY “ACTIVE” LAYOUT. 
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the top to conform to the top 
edges of the mountain. I laid it 
onto a notched horizontal 2 x 4 
attached to the platform’s base.

To keep the plywood 
attached to the back of the 
mountains, I used stainless-
steel screws that I carefully 
inserted into what I call their 
“home holes.” I then lined up 
everything with special mark-
ings I added. The markings 
make it easier to replace the 
side cover should I have to 
remove it to clear any derail-
ments inside the mountain. 

Hand-painted highways, 
parking lots, a town square, 
and green moss added to the 
natural scene as countryside 

leads to cityscape. Downtown 
buildings and a special con-
centration of motorcycles by 
MTH made it that East Jabip 
was having quite a hectic 
motorcycle rally today!

✦ East Jabip
As noted earlier, “East Jabip” 
refers to any remote, out-of-
the-way place. Since my little 
town looked so nifty and invit-
ing, I decided that because I 
had always heard of East Jabip 
yet never knew where it was, 
this must be the place! Mar-
tians, crocodiles, Batmobiles, 
Sesame Street figures, and 
graveyard ghosts add to the 
colorful name.

The highlight of the action 
involves a car/motorcycle colli-
sion answered by emergency 
equipment equipped with 
blinking LED lights installed 
by my friend J. Pearce. A 
graveyard with a hearse, a cof-
fin, the Grim Reaper, and fly-
ing bats looks down over East 
Jabip. Houses, a swimming 
pool, a hotel, a motorcycle 
shop, a general store, a coffee 
shop, and a tavern make up the 
rest of the town. 

I added smoke to a Lionel 
hobo camp by installing a 
smoke mechanism from an 
HO scale steam locomotive. 
Operating MTH traffic signals 
in the center of the town and a 

fire at the hotel add notes of 
realism to the layout as well.

✦ Most exciting time
Marilyn and I love our new 
“little world in the basement” 
and enjoy having friends over 
to witness the action taking 
place on this very “active” lay-
out. I have to say our latest 
adventure in model railroading 
is by far the most exciting. 

Anyone interested in creat-
ing a nifty new railroad should 
keep close tabs on articles in 
Classic Toy Trains. The sugges-
tions I discovered in the March 
2011 issue set in motion the 
process that led to this layout 
for Marilyn and me. 



A 5 X 9FOOT 
LAYOUT FOR THE 

GENERATIONS
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I didn’t have trains as a kid, nor did 
my friends, but years of watching a seemingly endless pro-
cession of rumbling, shrieking, and swaying freight cars 
from the family station wagon hooked me. It wasn’t just the 
physical presence of the trains that captivated me but also 
the text adorning the outsides as they blurred by: Cotton 
Belt, Santa Fe, Air Ride, Super Chief, and Fast Freight. My 
sisters and I would try to count the cars that seemed to keep 
time with the clang-clang-clang-clang of the signal bells. 
This was the inspiration for a lifelong interest in trains.

Over the years I considered building a train layout, but 
there never seemed to be the right moment to justify the 
time, expense, and space required. That all changed, how-
ever, with the birth of James Alan, my first grandchild, who 
quickly showed a fondness for wooden toy trains. 

By the time James had turned five, I was ready to start 
building a layout with the intention of passing it down to 
him and hoping he in turn will pass it along to his children. 
I figured in the interim he would let me play with it. 

I was limited to a 5 x 9-foot space, so I felt fortunate to 

Story and photos by Alan G. Caddell

The door company (upper left) generates considerable traffic, and the workers’ favorite spot for lunch is right next door.



find a design in the Lionel Track and 
Power Guide that seemed to offer the best 
use of that limited size. The track plan 
included four switches and a few uncou-
pling/dumping sections. It would keep 
James’ interest after the round-and-round 
aspect of running the train became rou-

tine. I acquired accessories to add interac-
tivity to the layout.

James and I began construction in 
October 2014 of what I named the Suzette 
Lee Line RR. (Tip: if you want support for 
your layout, consider naming it after your 
spouse.) We started on the outer edge by 
expanding a standard sheet of plywood to 
form the base. James was able to help with 
drilling holes and turning some of the 
screws. It was a special moment when 
James and I signed our names to the 
board’s underside for his children to see. 

✦ Simplified scenery
Because the landscaping I saw in maga-

zines seemed beyond my capabilities, I 
chose to cover the board with textured 
paint to resemble sandy soil. I installed 
Lionel FasTrack and used colored chalks 
to age the ties and upper areas of the bal-
last to soften the sterile look of the rails.

The narrow gap between two sets of 
track along one 
side of the layout 
was too small for 
accessories or 
structures, so I 
installed an addi-
tional section of 
FasTrack with a 
bumper on each 

end. I figured that even a switcher or 
handcar moving back and forth was a bet-
ter use of real estate than shrubs or noth-
ing. 

The finished board 
looked huge initially, 
but I soon learned it 
would be tough to fit in 
everything I wanted to 
include. I painted a 
road and parking areas 
for a couple of build-
ings, but quickly real-
ized it would barely be 
wide enough for one 
vehicle and would 

Gluing planks to 
FasTrack created a 
crossing scene – 
crossing gate 
signalman optional!

Name: Alan and 
James’  
Suzette  
Lee Line RR

Gauge: O
Dimensions:  

5 x 9 feet
Track and 

switches: 
Lionel (36-
inch minimum diameter)

Motive power: Lionel, MTH
Rolling stock: Lionel, Menards, 

MTH
Controls: Lionel type-ZW trans-

former
Accessories: Gilbert American 

Flyer, Lionel (postwar, modern)
Structures: Bar Mills Models, Blair 

Line, Menards, Woodland  
Scenics

Vehicles: Die-Cast Direct
Figures: Lionel, Model Tech

LAYOUT AT A GLANCE

dead-end on each end. Also, the small 
parking lot would make it impossible for 
vehicles to leave.

After test-fitting the various accessories 
and structures, I saw that my limited areas 
of straight track prevented large pieces, 
such as my lumber mill and culvert loader, 
from loading or receiving materials. What 
would I do with the small islands of isola-
tion surrounded by raised FasTrack? If I 
wanted to include my accessories, I had to 
find a way around these obstacles.

I wanted to have as many accessories as 
possible to keep James interested. As a 
solution, I placed items like the log loader 
and coal loader where they could access 
railcars.

But there was no way to place the cul-
vert loader so it could access a car. Instead, 
I adopted a “fake it as you make it” philos-

ophy and built a mock 
spur by placing a piece 
of non-operational 
track alongside the 
loader that extends 
close to the main line. 
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IF YOU WANT SUPPORT FOR YOUR 

LAYOUT, CONSIDER NAMING IT 

AFTER YOUR SPOUSE.TIP

Parking is indeed tight, but no one seems to mind. The compact footprint and scenery 
mean it will take a glance or two for a viewer to notice there is no vehicle exit.
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With a bumper at the end near the loader 
and the other end concealed by a fence, it 
appeared to be connected.

✦ Wiring
Having installed the track and chosen 
where to place the accessories, I began to 
wire the layout – the most challenging 
part of the project. I had never realized the 
effort underneath the layout was at least as 
equal to that which is visible. 
     Eventually, I had the underside of the 
layout wired and moved everything inside. 
I connected the accessories, hoping they 
and the tracks would function correctly 
once I completed the control panel. 

✦ The details
With the basic layout finished, I focused 
on detail work. While I initially liked the 
effect provided by the textured paint, I 
realized it was boring. Also, the gap 
between the FasTrack base and the top of 
the layout was unrealistic and irksome. 

Fortunately, I found some helpful and 
encouraging tutorials online that showed 
step by step how to use commercially 
available products, including ballast, to 

upgrade the appearance of a layout. 
I started by applying ballast to the out-

side of the FasTrack. Then I used chalk to 
blend the lighter-colored stone with the 
molded sides of the track to give the illu-
sion that differences in color were due to 
grease, oil, and dirt.

I took James to see real tracks and get a 
sense of how ballast works and looks so he 
better understood what I was doing. I then 
tackled landscaping. As it turned out, the 
process of simulating vegetation was not 
overly difficult, and the products I used 
really enhanced the otherwise flat and 

Illustration by Kellie Jaeger

Alan Caddell’s 5x9 foot O gauge layout is 
a unique mix of industrial operations and 
train running. The plan was designed for 
his grandson, James.

9'-0"

5'-0"

Lumber, coal, and oil production accessories are the heart of the operation. 
Accessories can be activated with ease from a single control station. 



48  Classic Toy Trains • March 2018

uninteresting corners of the layout. 
As I gained confidence, I placed addi-

tional vegetation (including some natural 
foliage I collected) between the tracks and 
other areas. Soon I realized I had land-
scaped most of my painted areas! 

My narrow, one-directional, and dou-
ble dead-ended road provided James with 
something to do since the layout wasn’t 
yet operational. He spent considerable 
time running a car back and forth and, to 
my dismay, aggressively up and over the 
section of FasTrack it led into.

Because the painted road was far lower 
than the raised track crossing it, it created 
a barrier to the two buildings and a park-

ing lot. Although James had no problem 
“driving” his car up and over the ballasted 
track, it certainly wasn’t realistic. 

I solved this problem by cutting, glu-
ing, and weathering strips of wood over 
the FasTrack to create a rail crossing. 
James could park a vehicle alongside other 
vehicles without apparent concern as to 
how these cars get in and out of Mrs. C’s 
Bar and Grill.

✦ Getting creative
Problem solving and fakery became fun 
for me. For example, I felt the Lionel 
dowel-like “logs” used in the log loader 
looked unrealistic, especially when I had 
already cut tree branches to simulate logs.  
     Since you can’t run real branches in the 
loader, I transformed the loader into a 
debarking operation where logs are shaved 
down and then loaded onto cars for fur-
ther processing. By placing shaved 
branches and piles of shavings near the 
scene, it had a plausible explanation for 
dowels being loaded. 

Similarly, I wanted to conceal the 
raised platform that comes with the Lionel 

derailed tank car. I 
assembled and 
painted a plastic 
“chain-link” fence 
kit and then used 
a heat gun and 
wire cutters to 
deform the fence 
to simulate dam-

age caused by the tank car crashing 
through it. The fence, some workers, and a 
few pieces of equipment hide otherwise 
inexplicable differences in ground height. 

Sleight-of-hand also exists outside the 
Caddell Coal Co., where trucks await coal 
to be unloaded from hoppers. While the 
tower does have access to the hoppers, 
there is no explanation for how trucks 
enter or exit the island created by the sur-

rounding track. That said, the crowded 
area helps conceal this fact, which gener-
ally goes unnoticed. 

I used mounted photographs of indus-
trial buildings to create a backdrop at the 
rear of the layout. Using photo editing 
software, I added names of family and 
friends to some of the buildings.  

I glued on window ledges and frames, 
ladders, external lights, and other ele-
ments to add dimension to the backdrop. 
I cut out some of the printed windows 
and replaced them with plastic film in 
front of LED lights. Finally, I added bill-
boards on some of the rooftops.  

✦ The control board
The last key task was building the control 
panel for the switches to the track and 
accessories. I was frustrated the first time 
I powered the track after moving it inside 
months earlier because it didn’t work. 
Fortunately, I had labeled the wiring 
under the board and was able to figure out 
what was causing a short circuit. When 
everything actually worked, I was elated! 

I added an oak border to the sides of 
the layout, which included concealed LED 
rope lights below to cast a nice glow on 
the floor. I had metal labels engraved for 
the control panel switches and one for the 
oak border reading: Built for James, 2015. 

I chose a Lionel ZW transformer and 
ran power separately to lights, accessories, 
the main line, and the short back-and-
forth auxiliary track. 

My inexperience with wiring caused 
me to forgo the use of electrically isolated 
track on the four sidings. However, using 
LionChief Plus remote-controlled loco-
motives enabled me to park short trains 
on sidings without them being affected by 
mainline operation.  

It took 10 months of part-time work to 
complete the layout. I learned a great deal 
in the process and take pride in what I 
accomplished. Most importantly, I was 
able to spend substantial time with my 
grandson on a common project he and I 
continue to enjoy together.

I know I have done something right 
when James runs in the house after kin-
dergarten yelling, “Is it train day, 
Grandpa?” Then he elects to run trains 
instead of watching television or playing 
computer games. 

Our layout provides the priceless 
opportunity to create lasting memories 
and a legacy that holds the potential to be 
passed down for many years. 

    I KNOW I HAVE DONE SOMETHING RIGHT WHEN 

JAMES RUNS IN THE HOUSE AFTER KINDERGARTEN 

YELLING, “IS IT TRAIN DAY, GRANDPA?”

The control panel provides a central spot to operate switches and accessories. The 
Suzette Lee Line is powered by a Lionel postwar ZW transformer. Note the track plan 
between the controllers. This helps operators locate the right accessory to trigger.



MTH Engines 
MTH2036661 JC 4-6-0 Camelback ......... $889.99 
MTH2036641 Reading 4-6-0 Camelback $899.99 
MTH2037031 NYC 0-8-0 USRA #7718 ... $709.99 
MTH2037141 UP Big Boy #4014 .......... $1449.99 
MTH202050XX 31/41 NS ES44AC PS3 . $349.99 
MTH20205051 PRR ES44AC w. PS3 ..... $429.99 
MTH20205931 First Responders SD60E $429.99 
MTH20205951 NS Go-Rail SD60E ......... $429.99 
MTH20206481 NS GP38-2 W. PS3 ........ $409.99 
MTH20206551 EL(NS) SD45 w. PS3 ...... $409.99 
MTH20206601 UP Dash 9 w. PS3 .......... $409.99 
MTH202066XX 31/41 BNSF Dash 9 PS3 $409.99 
MTH202067XX 31/41 CSX GP30 w.PS3 $409.99 
MTH202068XX 01/11 MBTA F40ph PS3 . $399.99 
MTH20206831 Amtrak F40ph PS3 ......... $399.99 
MTH20207561 Amtrak Genesis #42 ....... $409.99 
MTH202070XX 81/91 BNSF Genset PS3 $409.99 
MTH202072XX 41/51 B&O 44 Ton.......... $379.99 
MTH20207371 UP ES44AC #7997 PS3 . $409.99 
MTH202074XX 01/11 SF ES44AC w. ps3$409.99 
MTH20207431 CN SD70M-2 w. PS3 ...... $409.99 
MTH20207561 Amtrak Genesis #42 ....... $409.99 
MTH20207941 Amtrak F40PH Veterans  $409.99 
MTH20207951 Metra F40PH w. PS3 ...... $409.99 
MTH20208381 NS GP40 w. PS3 ............ $409.99 
MTH202085XX 71/81 NJ Transit E8 A .... $399.99 
MTH30203001 P&W RS-3 w. PS3 .......... $239.99 
MTH30203151 GE Hybrid #2010 w. PS3 $289.99 
MTH30203421 SF Dash 8 w. PS3 .......... $289.99 
MTH30203431 BNSF Dash 8 w. PS3 ..... $289.99 
MTH30203561 RS33S Work Train 4 pk .. $399.99 
MTH30203631 Southern ES44AC .......... $284.99 
MTH30203641 Long Island ES44 w. PS3 $284.99 
MTH30203861 Long Island Alco Rs-1 ..... $279.99 
MTH30203931 Alaska E-8 AA Diesel ...... $339.99 
MTH30204101 KCS ES44AC w. PS3 ..... $285.99 
MTH30204111 Rock Island ES44AC ....... $285.99 
MTH30204121 GE Next Fuel ES44AC ... $285.99 
MTH30204231 Amtrak Genesis PV5 ...... $277.99 
MTH30204371 NJ Transit E8 AA w. PS3 $349.99 
MTH30204381 Amtrak E8 AA w. PS3 ..... $349.99 

Nicholas Smith EXCLUSIVES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

**SALE ITEMS** 
Lionel Passenger Cars 

LIO619087 C&O Heavyweight 4 Pk ........$250.00 
LIO625176 B&O Baby Madisn Bag w.snd $99.99 
LIO625177 UP Baby Madison Bag w.snd .$99.99 
LIO625656 C&A Heavyweight 4 Pack .....$200.00 
LIO635167 PRR Baby Madison Diner .......$29.99 
LIO681644 Chessie Baby Madison 3 Pk $119.99 
LIO681768 Chessie Baby Madison 2 Pk ..$84.99 
LIO681769 Chessie Baby Madison 2 Pk ..$84.99 
LIO681773 SP Daylight Baby Madis 2 Pk $84.99 
LIO681774 SP Daylight Baby Madis 2 Pk $84.99 
LIO681739 SF Baby Madison 3 Pk ......... $119.99 
LIO681778 SF Baby Madison 2 Pk #1 ......$84.99 
LIO681779 SF Baby Madison 2 Pk #2 ......$84.99 
LIO681744 CP Baby Madison 3 Pack ..... $119.99 
LIO681783 CP Baby Madison 2 Pack #1 ..$84.99 
LIO681784 CP Baby Madison 2 Pack #2 ..$84.99 

O Freight Cars & Accessories 
LIO615054 C&NW Woodside Reefer ........$29.99 
LIO615060 K-Line by Lionel Boxcar .........$24.99 
LIO615074 Mr. Goodbar Reefer ................$37.99 
LIO615084 GN High-Cube Boxcar ............$29.99 
LIO615098 Lone Ranger Boxcar ...............$39.99 
LIO617752 Polar RR Round Roof Boxcar $41.99 
LIO625050 BC Hi Cube Boxcar .................$24.99 
LIO626199 PFE Wood Reefer ....................$22.99 
LIO626877 US Army Missile Sound Car ...$99.99 
LIO627080 Lionel Vison Boxcar ...............$24.99 
LIO627221 CB&Q DD Boxcar ....................$42.99 
LIO627286 PW Scale 6464 2pk .................$89.99 
LIO627496 Polar RR Covered Hopper ......$43.99 
LIO627642 VGN NE Scale Caboose .........$54.99 
LIO627771 REA Reefer car ........................$34.99 
LIO629811 MDT Hot Box Reefer ...............$49.99 
LIO639360 Cub Scouts Boxcar .................$41.99 
LIO639362 Thomas Kinkd Emerald Box ..$37.99 
LIO681257 Amtrak Water Tower ...............$19.99 
LIO681703 SF 86’ Boxcar 2 Pack ............$109.99 
LIO681705 MR 86’ Boxcar 2 Pack ...........$109.99 
LIO681706 Frisco 86’ Boxcar 2 Pack ......$109.99 
LIO681707 NYC 86’ Boxcar 2 Pack .........$109.99 
LIO682009 Suburban House .....................$45.99 
LIO682072 Phil Quartz 2 Bay Hopper .......$29.99 
MTH2090885 BNSF Rapdid Dis Hop 6p .$239.99 
MTH2090896 CN 4 Bay Hopper 6 Pk ......$254.99   
MTH2097325 CSX Rapid Discharge Hop .$46.99 
MTH2098971 Lehigh Valley Crane ............$69.99 

**AMERICAN FLYER SALE ITEMS** 
LIO642542 C of G ES44AC Powered ......$284.99 
LIO642544 Conrail ES44AC Powered ....$284.99 
LIO642546 Interstate ES44AC Powered .$284.99 
LIO642552 N&W ES44AC Powered ........$284.99 
LIO649876 Water Tower & Shed ...............$49.99 
LIO649958 Santa Fe Full Dome ................$39.99 

Lionel Legacy Locomotives 
LIO681190 WP Heavy Mikado ............... $1099.99 
LIO681191 Erie Heavy Mikado ............... $1099.99 
LIO681994 NKP Heavy Mikado .............. $999.99 
LIO681510 Erie FA-2 AA ......................... $509.99 
LIO68212X 8/9 C&O GP30 ...................... $479.99 
LIO682130 EMD GP30 ............................ $479.99 
LIO68213X 4/5 GM&O GP30 ................... $479.99 
LIO682136 N&W GP30 Black .................. $479.99 
LIO682137 N&W GP30 Blue .................... $479.99 
LIO682138 Milwaukee Road GP30 #344  $479.99 
LIO682213 KCS Naked Bell ES44AC ...... $569.99 
LIO682214 KCS Southern Bell ES44AC .. $569.99 
LIO682219 FEC ES44AC #804 ................ $569.99 
LIO682220 Southern Pacific Alco PA AA .. $864.99 
LIO682223 Rio Grande Alco PA AA ......... $864.99 
LIO682235 PRR Alco PA AA .................... $864.99 
LIO682238 Southern Alco PA AA ............. $864.99 
LIO682245 B&O Lionmaster Class A ....... $839.99 
LIO68227X 4/5 B&O/Chessie SD40 ......... $556.99 
LIO68227X 8/9 Grand Trunk SD40 .......... $556.99 
LIO68228X 0/1 MOPAC SD40 ................. $556.99 
LIO68228X 2/3 Conrail SD40 ................... $556.99 
LIO682284 Conrail Savings Bonds SD40 $556.99 
LIO682453 Amtrak F40PH PV2 ............... $474.99 
LIO682456 Amtrak F40PH PV3 ............... $474.99 
LIO682528 NYC Empire State Expr Set $1669.99 
LIO682535 NYC J3a Hudson PT Tender $1289.99 
LIO682537 NYC J3a Hudson J3 Tender  $1289.99 
LIO682752 PRR Vison GG1 #4877 ....... $1239.99 
LIO682754 PC Vison GG1 #4828 .......... $1239.99 
LIO682755 Amtrak Vison GG1 #926 ...... $1239.99 
LIO682757 CP SD90MAC #9116 ............. $543.99 
LIO6827XX 59/60 NS SD90MAC ............. $543.99 
LIO682761 UP SD90MAC #8130 ............. $543.99 
LIO682785 BN GP9 #1804 ...................... $469.99 
LIO68278X 6/7 Chessie GP9 ................... $469.99 
LIO68278X 8/9 Rio Grande GP9 .............. $469.99 
LIO68279X 6/7 Conrail SD38 ................... $554.99 
LIO68279X 8/9 DM&IR SD38 ................... $554.99 
LIO682810 UP FEF-3 #835 .................... $1424.99  
LIO682829 B&O E7 AA ............................ $849.99 
LIO682830 CB&Q E7 AA ......................... $849.99 
LIO683165 PRR Vison GG1 #4899 ....... $1239.99 
LIO683167 Conrail Vison GG1 #4800 .... $1239.99 
LIO68319X 5-6 SP GS4 ......................... $1434.99 
LIO6831XX 98-01 Reading T1 ............... $1439.99 
LIO683203 Chessie T-1 #2102 ............. $1295.00 
LIO683370 Erie Lack Bicentennial SD45 . $549.99 
LIO68337X 4/5 Penn Central SD45 ......... $549.99 
LIO68339X 5/6 AC&Y H16-44 .................. $459.99 
LIO68339X 7/8 Santa Fe H16-44 ............. $459.99 
LIO683420 NS Veterans SD60E .............. $459.99 
LIO683421 NS Go Rail SD60E ................ $459.99 
LIO683422 NS First Responders ............. $459.99 
LIO684070 Central Vermont Mogul .......... $609.99 
LIO684074 Rutland Mogul ....................... $609.99 
LIO684081 Conrail E8 AA ........................ $899.99 
LIO684084 EMD E8 A .............................. $584.99 
LIO684091 PRR E8 AA  ........................... $899.99 
LIO68409X 8/9 CN (EMD Patch) SD70AC$549.99 
LIO68410X 0/1 CSX SD70ACe ................ $549.99 
LIO684102 EMDX SD70ACe #72 ............ $549.99 
LIO68410X 6/7 UP SD70ACe .................. $549.99 
LIO68424X 8/9 SP AC-9 ........................ $1719.99 
LIO684250 SP AC-9 Daylight ................. $1719.99 
LIO68425X 6/7 Santa Fe SD40 ................ $584.99 
LIO68425X 8/9 Union Pacific SD40 ......... $584.99 
LIO68426X 0/1 CSX SD40 ....................... $584.99 
LIO68426X 2/3 PRR SD40 ....................... $584.99 
LIO68426X 4/5 Southern SD40 ................ $584.99 
LIO68426X 8/9 Western Maryland SD40 . $584.99 

NICHOLAS SMITH TRAINS
MODEL RAILROADING FOR ALL SEASONS® 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE, or GIVE US A CALL
2343 West Chester Pike Broomall, PA 19008 

Just 1 Minute off I-476 Exit 9
Feb. 2018 Classic Toy Trains Ad  108 Years Selling Lionel 

Store Hours M,W,F 10-9 • T&TH 10-7 • Sat 10-5 • Sun 10-5 (Nov-Dec) 

 

MIN. Order: $30.00 -15% Restocking Fee on Returns 
Product information (610) 353.8585

ORDERS ONLY: (800) 848.9119  Fax (610) 359.9846 
Most domestic orders will follow shipping schedule below* 

$0.00 - $500.00 - $13.00 
$500.01- $1100.00 - $17.00 

$1100.01 - $1500.00 - $26.00 
*Orders with Track, Power & Control Devices, Sets, Expansion 
Packs, Oversized Items, & SALE ITEMS will be charged Actual 

Shipping 
 No P.O. Box’s, PA Residents Add 6% Sales Tax

MTH305159 LV Bump  
& Go Trolley  $74.99 

MTH3090523  
Thunderbird Roadside 

Stand   $44.99 

MTH30204031 Wilmington  
& Western SW1     $299.99 

MTH20207721 NJT 
P40 #4800 Genesis 

 $444.99 
MTH20207731 NJT 
P40 #4803 Genesis 

 $444.99 

MTH20207741 ConDot 
P40 #836   $444.99 

TAKING PRE-ORDERS 
ONLY 51 MADE! 

MTH2057191 Amtrak 
AEM-7 #942 Chrome 

Body w. Retirement Trip 
Sounds  $444.99 

 
MTH20207751 
Amtrak 44 Ton 

 #1100  
$399.99 



The article about Frank’s career 
left out a few tales. A favorite of his 
relates to an S gauge layout he had 
to finish for a friend of A.C. Gil-
bert. Better, there’s also the never-
before-published plan of that inge-
nious layout – a project for any 
American Flyer modeler to tackle.

SOMETHING FOR A FRIEND
One question virtually every 

American Flyer enthusiast asked 
when meeting Frank related to 
whether he had ever met A.C. Gil-
bert. Frank was pleased to say he 
had … and then launched into 
another fascinating story.

Not long after starting work for 
the Gilbert Co. in the late 1940s, 

Frank to his surprise had received 
a summons to the office of its 
founder. Mr. Gilbert exchanged 
pleasantries with his much 
younger employee before mention-
ing his friend Electra Havemayer 
Webb. She and her husband, he 
told Frank, had accompanied Gil-
bert on hunting trips. Now she 
wanted a layout.

What Gilbert probably failed to 
explain to Frank was something 
about the background of his 
friend. Electra Webb, a member of 
one of the wealthiest families in 
New York, loved Americana. To 
preserve artifacts and save relics, 
she had caravaned throughout 
New England, acquiring weather 

GREAT AMERICAN FLYER DISPLAY
BUILDER FRANK CASTIGLIONE 
CAME TO THE RESCUE

F rank Castiglione, an imaginative and 
industrious builder of displays for the 
A.C. Gilbert Co. during the years after 

World War II, loved to tell stories about his 
days at the toy firm. As readers learned in 
All-Star Electric Trains, the new special-
interest publication from Classic Toy Trains, 
Frank contributed to memorable S gauge 
layouts at three of the Halls of Science asso-
ciated with the Gilbert Co. He also designed 
items for television programs.

A layout for A.C. 
EXCLUSIVE
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vanes, woodcarvings, and quilts. 
She bought barns, railroad depots, 
houses, schools, and even a light-
house, having them transported to 
her estate in Shelburne, Vt.

After the war, Mrs. Webb began 
exhibiting her treasures in some of 
the 20 building she owned. Natu-
rally, in the course of amassing an 
enormous collection of vintage 
housewares, she had accumulated 
every sort of rustic plaything. 

Fascinated by the hundreds of 
toys she owned and prepared to 
show the public, Mrs. Webb con-
cluded any sort of display would be 
enhanced by an operating layout 
featuring contemporary electric 
model trains and accessories. Her 

friendship with A.C. motivated her 
to contact him to outline what she 
wanted for an S gauge railroad.

REACHING OUT TO FRANK
After patiently listening to Mrs. 

Webb’s increasingly growing list of 
items and special effects, Gilbert 
paused and tried to figure out how 
he might gratify her wishes without 
losing his sanity. The solution to 
his woes? He contacted Frank.

“I thought I had been fired!” 
Frank said when asked about his 
reaction to getting a call to meet 
with Gilbert. Then in a deep voice 
he imitated Gilbert: ‘“I hear you’re 
the display man. Why don’t you get 
this woman off my back?’”

But there were plenty of other 
jobs to do first, which might be 
why work on the layout didn’t 
begin until March 1954. By then, 
A. C. Gilbert had chosen Maurice 
Romer, who was supervising the 
development of the Flyer line, to 

By Roger Carp

Gilbert’s friend
Frank Castiglione 
was on the Gilbert 
payroll for less 
than a decade 
after World War II, 
yet he contributed 
to the design and 
completion of 
several notable 
displays. The best 
and certainly most 
influential of them 
were S gauge 
railroads at the 
Gilbert Hall of 
Science in New 
York City.

The project that 
in time became 
an 8 x 12-foot 
display of Flyer   
S gauge trains 
and accessories 
at the Shelburne 
Museum in 
Vermont began 
as a 7½ x 19-foot 
design for one of 
A.C. Gilbert’s 
good friends. 
Maury Romer 
sketched the 
layout, and Frank 
Castiglione 
finished it.  

Photo courtesy Shelburne Museum



plan the 7½ x 19-foot layout, which had a 
painted backdrop depicting the Green 
Mountains of Vermont, and obtain the 
approval of the demanding Webb.

CHANGES WERE MADE
Frank and other men in the Display 

Department made the layout a priority. 
Once they had it done, Frank and John 

Wall (the department manager) plus a 
third worker set out to deliver the display. 
“We got there early,” Frank said, “and the 
Gilbert truck got in about an hour later. 
Then Mrs. Webb drove up.

 “As I’m carrying the display in,” Frank 
went on, “she lets out a bellow. 

“‘No! No! No! This is not what I 
ordered!’” Frank recalled Electra Webb 

yelling. “‘Where are my rolling hills? A. C. 
promised me!’”

Frank tried to defuse the situation, tell-
ing Mrs. Webb he wasn’t the boss and a 
flat layout was what he had been told to 
build. Furious, she demanded to know 
where the truck was, so the layout could 
be shipped right back to New Haven. 
However, the truck had already departed 

for the shop in Connecticut. As 
Mrs. Webb debated whether to 
have the state patrol pull over the 
truck, Wall arrived and learned, 
“We have a little problem.”

The problem boiled down to 
Mrs. Webb wanting an S gauge lay-
out that modeled the scenery of 
Vermont. That meant lots of hills, 
forests, and lakes.

Wall conferred with Gilbert and 
Romer. He then told Mrs. Webb 
that the mountains were supposed 
to be depicted on the backdrop; if 
added to the layout, they would 

overwhelm the S gauge trains and scenery.
Wall’s explanation pacified her. Peace 

reigned until he unceremoniously added, 
‘“We’ll build whatever you want, but it’s 
going to cost you.”’

“Suddenly,” Frank said with laughter, 
“Mrs. Webb started screaming at us. At 
the very top of her lungs she roared, ‘I 
don’t care what it costs!’”

MONTHS IN VERMONT
And Electra Webb didn’t care what the 

layout was going to cost. Guess who was 
savior? Frank spent the next few months 
on the Webbs’ estate making sure the Flyer 
display met all her expectations.

Frank and his fellow workers used tra-
ditional methods for building the scenery, 
with bronze screen and plaster of paris 
serving as the base and material of the 
mountains. They built houses and other 
structures out of pressed cardboard. 
Meanwhile, an artist painted the moun-
tainous backdrop plus a sky with clouds.

Everything fell into place, and a superb 
8 x 12-foot layout took shape. Mrs. Webb 
had specified it be only 30 inches off the 
ground so kids could watch the trains and 
operate all the accessories.

LASTING LEGACY
After Electra Webb’s death in 1960, the 

administrators of the Shelburne Museum 
struggled to figure out what to do with a 
display of postwar trains set up amid a 
collection of toys 50 to 100 years older.

Museum supervisors elected to donate 
the outstanding S gauge layout to a nearby 
technical school. The Brandon Training 
Institute eagerly accepted the gift, putting 
it to good use for more than a decade. The 
American Flyer display remained there 
until wearing out in the 1970s. 

Thanks to the Castiglione family, Classic Toy Trains can share this drawing of the S gauge layout Frank modified to satisfy Mrs. 
Electra Webb. Ambitious American Flyer operators may want to build versions of the original 7½ x 19-foot concept. 

YOU CAN READ MORE 
ABOUT FRANK CASTI-
GLIONE AND HIS WORK 
AT GILBERT IN THIS 
NEW SPECIAL-INTEREST 
PUBLICATION. TO BUY A 
COPY, VISIT THE “TOY 
TRAIN” SECTION OF 
KALMBACHHOBBYS-
TORE.COM.
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Making the roof fit the car!
ADJUST THE ROOF OF A PREWAR LIONEL PASSENGER CAR

because there was probably a 
mate sitting in a junk box wait-
ing to be noticed.

A friend thought he had a 
matching car roof and gave it 
to me, but I discovered it was 
about ⅛ inch too short. 

We prewar collectors can be 
resourceful, so I decided to 
extend the roof! The car was 
destined for a complete repaint 
to match the rest of my 
orange-and-blue New York 
Central passenger consist. Fol-
low along as I outline a simple 
project you can try.

Expand the roof perimeter
First, I removed the paint 

from the edges of the roof. 
Then I placed the roof on a flat 
surface and soldered 3⁄64-inch 
brass wire to the perimeter. 

Soldering a large area of metal 
with a soldering iron can be 
difficult. It takes extra time 
because keeping the metal hot 
is challenging.

After soldering, I filed the 
bottom of the solder smooth 
and flat. I made sure the wire 
conformed to the curvature of 
the roof.

Apply the texture
I used Bondo auto body 

filler to change the roof curve 
over the wire extension. This 
material is also good for filling 
in any dings or holes needing 
repair. It can dry in as little as 
an hour, but I suggest letting it 
sit overnight.

I used 180-grit (or finer) 
sandpaper to smooth the sur-
face. I also used the sandpaper  

Gene Maag modified a roofless Lionel prewar baggage car that lacked its original roof. He painted it to match his orange-and-blue 
New York Central passenger consist. It looks terrific on his home layout.

Fully assembled, the refurbished baggage car stands ready to  
take its spot on the head end of Gene’s express train.

I’m a fan of trains in general, and prewar trains in 
particular. Not long ago I found a Lionel no. 602 
baggage car. This common O gauge car was miss-
ing its roof. Of course, as any prewar enthusiast 

knows, that wasn’t necessarily a deal-breaker, 
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for smoothing the curve on 
the sides of the roof.

Prime and pick your colors
Next, select a primer. I used 

an automotive-type primer. 
When you apply the primer 

you may see imperfections 
that weren’t previously as 
noticeable. If any are crying 
out to be fixed, don’t fret. Just 
add more Bondo and then 
sand and prime the roof again.

You can paint your trains 
any color combination you 
want. I, however, have a train 
led by a Lionel no. 259E loco-
motive I’ve painted orange and 
blue and lettered for the New 
York Central. 

I wanted this baggage car 
to match that one-of-a-kind 
livery. While I was working on 
the new roof shape, I stripped 
the paint from the car and pre-
pared it for its repainting. 

I used Krylon spray paints 
for this project, but you can 
use the brand of your choice. 
The roof and doors got a coat 
of blue, while the car shell got 
orange. I added gold lettering 
for the New York Central and 
car number 602.

Bake the finish
I like the smooth look of a 

baked-on paint finish for my 
tinplate cars. Just set the oven 

temperature at 200 degrees 
and place the car in a dispos-
able aluminum tray. Let it 
bake for 30 minutes. When 
removing the tray from the 
oven, use oven mitts! 

Reassemble the car and 
trucks. You can feel pride that 
you have taken a vintage car 
without a roof – and a roof 
without a car – and made 
them part of your operating 
fleet. – Gene Maag  

6 The roof and baggage doors were painted blue, 
the body orange, and the trucks black. Gene took 
the extra step of baking the finish in a disposable 
aluminum tray. He estimates 30 minutes at 200 
degrees should be adequate. After the painting, 
most observers would be hard pressed to identify 
this roof as being the wrong one for this car.  

THE PROCESS

1 Gene needed to extend the baggage car roof 1⁄8-inch so it would fit his roofless shell. 2 He soldered a brass wire to the roof to act 
as a frame for auto-body fill material. This view is the underside of the roof.

3 Gene applied Bondo in ample quantity, knowing he would sand down any excess. 4 Using fine-grit sandpaper made it easy for 
Gene to file away excess bonding material as well as define the curvature of the roof. 5 The car was disassembled and primed. 
Gene had another opportunity to note any defects that might need repair or sanding before he applied the paints.

1 2

3 4

5

6
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The three Built-&-
Ready mobile homes 
from Woodland Sce-
nics prove that aston-

ishing things can come in rela-
tively small packages. I will 
confess to some confusion 
with the idea, but when I 
opened the box and saw the 
three buildings, I got it. 

When I was a kid, a friend 
of my uncle’s suggested he and 
I come up to his cabin for the 
day. What I saw was a farmer’s 
field with a fairly large pond 
dredged out in the middle of a 
field, and surrounding the lake 
were 10 to 12 mobile homes 
people used as weekend get-
aways. With no good TV sig-
nals and maybe only WLW 
from Cincinnati on the radio, 

you really would have been 
getting away from it all.

There wasn’t an Airstream 
to be seen, but some fairly 
nice, modest mobile homes. 
They were not permanently 
affixed, but the owners had set 
out – almost in a competition 
– to personalize their areas 
with shrubs and flowers and 
here and there, a birdbath. It 
was pretty neat. Right there in 
the middle of a large farm was 
as pleasant a little neighbor-
hood as you could find. Torna-
dos need not apply! 

OPENING THE BOX
We received the nos. 

BR5861 Grillin’ & Chillin’ 
trailer, BR5862 Double Decker 
trailer, and BR5863 Sunny 

Days trailer. Thanks 
to see-through clam-
shell packaging, I 
could see clearly how 
each mobile home was 
unique. They are all gems, 
each having the mystique to 
build a scene around. All the O 
gauge trailers come ready for 
use with the Woodland Scenics 
Just Plus lighting system and 
cost $94.99 each.

SKYLINER
The BR5862 Double Decker 

is a virtual trailer park sky-
scraper. Okay, that isn’t quite 
right. But it does mount a 
small cupola with windows 
above the bedroom. You can 
decide whether this is for extra 
air/ventilation or a spot for the 

kiddies to bunk. 
One side has two doors, 

both of which have portholes! 
One door is at the living room 
and the other at the bedroom. 
Both have wood steps. This 
side also has one large picture 
window and two smaller two-
pane windows. 

The opposite side has a pic-
ture window and three smaller 
two-pane windows. There is a 
door with closed vent slats on 
the lower half. You can clearly 
see the wheels beneath the 
house. There is a TV antenna 
attached to the side. 

Mobile living
BUILT&READY O SCALE MOBILE HOMES  
BY WOODLAND SCENICS

WITH BOB KELLER
PRODUCT REVIEWS

NO. BR5862 DOUBLE DECKER 
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The front of the trailer has a 
four-pane window, with most 
of one pane taken up by an air 
conditioner. There are two 
propane tanks mounted on the 
frame for the trailer hitch. 
There is no decoration around 
the base, and the trailer is on 
“cement” blocks. 

The roof looks aluminum 
and has two vents. Interest-
ingly, there are two car tires on 
the roof. Whether or not these 
are spares for travel or inner 
tubes for floating on a lake, 
they add some color. 

The trailer’s windows all 
have curtains, but they look 
wonderfully mismatched. The 
neatest feature of all is what 
you can see looking through 

the right-side picture window. 
When the building has power 
applied, you can see an old 
black-and-white TV set with a 
flickering screen. How cool 
and retro!

Oh, the back end has an 
oval window looking to the 
rear as well and a curved wall. 
Yes, there is a bumper as well 
as four simulated brake lights.

Extras for this trailer 
include a picnic table, a hori-
zontal propane tank, a garbage 
can, and a freestanding water 
faucet.

Not quite as orderly as the 
Grillin’ & Chillin’ model, but 
much more relaxed.

THE COOKOUT KING
The BR5861 Grillin’ & 

Chillin’ model is the trailer 
equivalent of a country manor. 
It has a sedate green-and-white 
scheme. There is a matching 
striped canopy over the deck. 
In my mind, this shade of 

green screams late 1950s or 
early ’60s. 

When I first saw the Grillin’ 
& Chillin’ trailer, my mind 
went back to the street where 
my grandparents had lived. 
While it was a residential 
neighborhood, one of their 
neighbors had a 1956 Ford 
painted light green and white 
(it had previously been pink 
and white). Wow, the odd 
memories your brain tucks 
away, waiting to be awakened!

Below the canopy is a wood 
deck with a railing and two 

recliners and a grill. Yes, there 
are eats on the barbeque! 
There is a main entry on the 
deck, and a picture window 
and a smaller window enhance 
both sides of the entry.

There is a side door to the 
left of the deck. It has a set of 
wood steps and a trashcan at 
the bottom.  

The opposite side has a 
back door (no steps), two 
small windows, and a longer 
window with a mounted air 
conditioner. There is also a 
large vertical propane tank 

The mobile homes are 
all gems, each having 
the mystique to build  
a scene around. 

BR5861 GRILLIN’ & CHILLIN’ BR5863 SUNNY DAYS



PRODUCT REVIEWS
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Blast off
O GAUGE U.S. AIR FORCE SW8 SWITCHER 
BY MTH ELECTRIC TRAINS

connected to the trailer. 
Finally, an old-school TV 
antenna runs from ground 
level to an inch or so above the 
trailer. 

The flat roof is aluminum 
colored and has a step-down at 
the rear half of the trailer. It 
has two vents positioned on 
the middle back side.

The front of the trailer has 
an eight-pane window. Just 
below the window are a trailer 
hitch and two propane tanks. 
A shrub is planted near the 
hitch. Lattice-work wraps 
around the base of the trailer, 
and plants fill the area in front 

of the hitch.
The interior is decorated 

with printed cardstock scenes 
that look like authentic interi-
ors. The lighting is bright and 
natural in appearance. All the 
windows have curtains, and 
they seem to fit the happy, 
casual look of the place.

The rear has a two-pane 
window and a bumper. Also, to 
remind us that it is, in theory, 
still a mobile home, there are 
two simulated brake lights!

The trailer has a freestand-
ing water faucet you can plant 
in the ground anywhere near 
the structure.

The Grillin’ & Chillin’ 
trailer is casual, but everything 
about the design suggests there 
is a place for everything and 
everything is in its place.

FUN IN THE SUN 
The BR5863 Sunny Days 

trailer makes me happy – even 
if I want to be grumpy! The 
bright white siding, along with 
the carefully applied yellow 
accents on the body, makes me 
think “carefree.”  

The five different “metal” 
awnings struck me. They’re 
placed over the doors and win-
dows. These suggest the owner 

isn’t going anywhere; this 
trailer is his or her castle! This 
notion of being a fixed place in 
a mobile home park is rein-
forced by the matching “metal” 
skirting running all around the 
trailer. It seems it would take 
some effort to get this baby 
rolling again.

The driver’s side has a 
smallish three-pane picture 
window and two two-pane 
windows. There are two doors, 
one with a four-pane window 
and the other with a single-
pane window.

There are two sets of steps. 
The main entry has handrails. 

A large part of my childhood was spent about a mile south 
of the property line for Patrick Air Force Base in Florida and within easy 
view of launches from Cape Kennedy. That being said, my family took 
many visiting friends and relatives from “up north” on the Sunday self-
guided drive-through tour of the space center.
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Now I can’t imagine this being done 
today, but they gave you a map and you 
were on your own – although there were 
security vehicles parked at intersections to 
prevent unauthorized detours. 

One highlight of the tour was a drive 
past the facility where Titan missiles were 
assembled. The main reason I always 
tagged along was to view two U.S. Air 
Force diesel switchers used to facilitate 
movement of the missiles.

Other than seeing a string of U.S. Navy 
helium cars seemingly parked in the same 
place each visit, I had no idea how elabo-
rate the center’s railway network was until 
I came to work at Kalmbach Publishing 
Co in 1996. NASA had its own railway, 
and at one time as many as three Air Force 
SW8s were assigned to Cape Canaveral 
operations. Between 1965 and 2005, they 
supported 82 Titan launches. The space 
center’s rail line operated 38 miles of track, 
but it was pared down to 17 and has been 
dormant since 2015. 

The ultimate fate of that rail line may 
still be determined in the future, since 
Florida officials have been kicking around 
an idea to use it as a transit point for con-
tainer operations at Port Canaveral. 

OPENING THE BOX
This is a model of an 800-horsepower 

SW8 switcher. The Electro-Motive Divi-
sion of General Motors built 374 of them 
for North American railroads and indus-

tries between 1950 and ’54. 
Air Force unit no. 2021 is 

on display at the Air Force 
Space & Missile Museum on 
the Cape Canaveral Air Force 
Station. It is displayed on the 
track it once used to move 
Titan rockets for launch. 

The SW8 from MTH Elec-
tric Trains is the type of diesel 
you could build a model rail-
road around. The fact that it 
can negotiate O-27 curves 
means you can use it in 
nearly any role. The model 
possesses the familiar EMD 
outline that dominated the yard switcher 
market for 40 years. This makes it a prime 
candidate for a line modeling anything 
from the 1940s to the 1980s and beyond.

The pilot has front brakeman’s steps, 
and the pilot steps have yellow safety 
stripes. The model mounts coil couplers.  

Handrails on the pilot will help your 
crew climb aboard. There is a cast-in grab 
iron as well as cast-in louvers on the bat-
tery boxes. Two steps and add-on hand-
rails lead up to the cab door. The deck has 
cast-in safety tread.

The sides have cast-in door, hinge, 
handle, and louver detailing. The add-on 
rail that runs along the engine compart-
ment is painted blue to match the locomo-
tive. The top of the engine compartment 
has cast-in seam and bolt detailing.

There is a single exhaust stack and a 
bell by the intake. At some point later in 
their lives, the Titan locomotive stacks had 
spark arrestors installed (missing from the 
MTH model). The horn was also moved 
from the traditional spot just below the 
long-hood cab roof to top of the cab. The 
new add-on horn is a five-chime version 
and not the old single horn, one-chime 
style. The five-chime horn is on the 2021 
displayed at Cape Canaveral.

Although the livery is uncomplicated, 
painting and decoration were excellent. 
The yellow and blue safety stripes were 
clear and crisply applied. 

ON THE TEST TRACK
The sound system is good, replicating 

the EMD diesel sounds, horn, and bell. 
The chatter kicks in periodically. I was 

The other lacks them, but has a 
trashcan nearby! 

The opposite side has the 
same three-pane picture win-
dow as the other side. There 
are two other windows: one- 
and two-pane versions. There 
is a backdoor with cast-in 
vents. There is a large vertical 

propane tank attached to the 
side of the trailer.

The rear has a two-pane 
window, a bumper, and two 
simulated brake lights.

As with the other trailers, 
the Sunny Days has cardstock 
interior decoration and an 
amazing collection of curtains. 

Extras for this trailer 
include two 1950s-style metal 
lawn chairs, a matching metal 
table, and a water hookup.

A PARK OR A SINGLE?
These O gauge trailers each 

tell their own tale. Individually, 
they would be perfect for that 

small spot by your layout’s 
river or lake. As a group you 
could build a unique scene 
around them as a retirement 
village or a tourist camp.

Heck, if you’re good with a 
fine brush, you can repaint the 
trailers. Like weathering 
freight cars? You could make 
these candidates for Rustoleum 
Park! There is no limit to what 
you may do with half a dozen. 

Hats off to Woodland Sce-
nics for coming up with three 
interesting structures that are 
similar in concept, but are as 
different as night and day. – 
Bob Keller 

When moving a missile, the locomotives were 
connected by an arm to assure they moved in 
tandem. Note the USAF roundel on the cab.  US Air Force photo
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slightly surprised that there was nothing 
like, “Quick, call the dispatcher; the gen-
eral wants his coffee!” or “Is this one going 
to the Moon, Mars, or Moscow?” But seri-

ously, it delivers a nice sound package in 
an affordable model.

Operation was very smooth in all speed 
ranges. Our command-mode low-speed 
average was 2.9 scale miles per hour, and 
the conventional speed was 3.1 scale miles 
per hour. Our high-speed average was 73.6 
scale miles per hour, but it can go much 
faster. I wasn’t watching precisely where 
my finger was going on the MTH iPhone 
app and hit the “120 mph” mark. Uff da! 
The SW8 made it around the layout twice 
before I got it to slow down!

There are no classification/marker 
lights on the model, an omission that 
matches the prototype. The cab is illumi-
nated, and the headlight changes based on 
direction of travel.

I like this model for the road name as 
much as because I recall seeing the real 
unit decades ago. But you don’t buy a 
model just for the memories. The SW8 is a 
terrific little switcher that can work at low 
or high speeds with a range of loads in 
tow. Regardless of the livery, the SW8 will 
deliver solid performance. – Bob

 O GAUGE SW8 DIESEL FROM MTH
Price: $329.95 (no. 30-20408-1) Min Curve: O-27 Cmd Low: 2.9 smph 
Cnv Low: 3.1 smph High: 73.6 smph Drawbar pull: 1 lb., 2 oz. Features: 
Two can-style motors, ProtoSound 3.0 command and sound system, coil 
couplers Current-production road names: Chicago & North Western, GM 
Diesel Division (Canada), Nickel Plate Road, Southern Pacific, U.S. Army, and 
U.S. Air Force.  For more information: Go to www.afspacemuseum.org/
displays/
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Arkansas Traveler Hobbies
Located in the heart of Bald Knob
Visit our 100 year old 1915 MoPac Depot,

and Regional Rail Museum

400 Market Street • Bald Knob, AR 72010
501-RAILFAN (724-5326)

athtrains@yahoo.com

BEAUTIFUL O Gauge Layout For Sale

Contact Rocco: rvsimonetta@comcast.net

4 train sets 
& Monorail 
included! 

“The Easy Way 
To Assemble & 
Disassemble 
Track.”
 
The T-tracker II 
draws track together 
for perfect electrical continuity for smoother  
running trains. Excellent also for holding  
sections of track for sawing. 
For information and order form, please send a 
self-addressed stamped envelope to:

Dept. 2
244 SE 5th
Troutdale, OR 97060
(503) 667-2444Ttracker2@aol.com

www.brennansmodelrr.com

Crushed Granite BALLAST
Dennis Brennan says,  

“It ain’t chicken grit!”

Brennan’s Model Railroading

Metro Trains & Hobbies 

Find Us on Facebook!

MTH Custom Run - Taking Orders
30-20399-1 NKP H10-44 (#125)  $329.95

20-61035 US Army Hospital Ward Car  $99.99

NKP Road 40’ AAR Express  

Boxcar - Silver  $69.95 ea

            20-93718 (#8502) or  

20-93719 (8503)

STOCKYARD EXPRESS LLC
OBERLIN, OHIO (440-774-2131)

www.stockyardexpressllc.com

TK
TRAINS

Phone 740-633-6607

Visit us online for great savings!

www.tandkhobby.com

O Gauge Trains, Track, Scenery,  
Accessories and Much More!  

Fully detailed, operating O gauge layout.  
We have Lionel, MTH,  

Atlas and many others!

500 Hall St, Building 1
Bridgeport, OH 43912

Just off I-70

www.JTTrains.com

Quality New &  
Used Train Sales

Jamestown 
Train Depot

Lowest Price Guarantee
Service, Repair & Upgrades for most manufacturers
We Also Buy Train Collections, 540-878-0397

ACCURATE, AUTHENTIC, PROFESSIONAL 
RESTORATIONS SINCE 1972.

L & L Model Train Restoration Co.
www.LenCarparelli.com

LEN CARPARELLI

1 Orient Way, Suite F-348, Rutherford, NJ 07070 • (201) 438-1266

Visit our website to download our free catalog.

            Boxboro Regency Hotel
            Boxborough, Massachusetts

            July 24-29, 2018
                          Full info and forms at www.bsgr.us

NASG National S-Gauge Convention

Model Contest, S-Tours, Vendors, Layouts, Clinics, & More!

Port Lines 
HOBBY

www.portlines.com
ON-LINE AMERICAN 

FLYER PARTS CATALOG

AF, Lionel, MTH, Am. Models, 
& other S-gauge products!

“Your S-Gauge 
Specialists !”

doug@portlines.com  

(978) 465-8798

ChooChooAuctions.com

www.choochooauctions.com

Easy to use. Friendly, fast, and fun.  

Please stop by and say hi!

The premier site for serious train collectors, 
whether you are buying or selling!

New items  
listed  

every day!  

NYERGES BOLT & SCREW CO.
A Division of L & L MTC Ltd. 

We have purchased Ted Nyerges’ screw & small parts 

business. We now offer screws, small parts, rivets, and 

other necessary items for the repair and maintenance of 

LIONEL trains. Our price list is posted on our website.

LEN CARPARELLI  •  L & L MTC LTD
(201) 438-1266  •  www.lencarparelli.com

minimum order of 
$15.00 + shipping

Tinplate Repair Parts, Light Bulbs & Supplies

for Dealers, Collectors and Operators!

SUPER-FLEXIBLE WIRE for pick-up rollers, and…

LIONEL-TYPE
2,3,4,5 and 6-WIRE

FLAT CABLE
WIRE-PlexTM

      2966 South Church Street 
Suite 167, Burlington, NC 27215

Wire-Plex.com
Phone: (336) 549-0343 • Email: davis@wire-plex.com

NEW 
contact 

info
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Events
AL, MOBILE: Model Train Show sponsored by South West 

Alabama Railroad Modelers (SWARM). Via Health, Fitness 

and Enrichment Center, 1717 Dauphin Street. March 10, 11, 

2018, Saturday 9:00am-5:00pm. Sunday 10:00am-4:00pm. 

Admission $5.00,  family $10.00, children under 10, FREE. 

Operating layouts, several scales, train dealers, how-to-clinics. 

Information: Bob Adams, santafebob95@msn.com. Sellers 

c o n t a c t  C h a r l i e  B o y e r ,  2 5 1 - 4 5 4 - 0 5 7 2 , 

charlieboye6@comcast.net

CO, DENVER: Rocky Mountain Train Show March 3-4, 

2018. Denver Merchandise Mart, 451 East 58th Avenue, 

Denver, CO 80216. Saturday, 10:00am-5:00pm, Sunday 

10:00am-4:00pm. 2-1/2 acres of model trains of all scales, 30 

layouts, 600 sales tables, clinics and more. Admission $10.00 

F r e e - P a r k i n g . P h o n e :  3 0 3 - 3 6 4 - 0 2 7 4 

w w w . R o c k y M o u n t a i n T r a i n S h o w . c o m  

information@RockyMountainTrainShow.com

CT. GREENWICH: Southern Connecticut Model Train 
Show, Greenw ich C i v i c  Cente r  March 11,  2018 , 
9:00am-3:00pm. Adults $7.00, under 12 free. Valley HO Trak 
Layout & more. Clinics, 150 tables; trains, books, artwork, 
DVD’s. Door prizes, free parking, refreshments. Ron’s Books, 
PO Box 714, Har r ison, NY 10528, 914 -9 67-7541. 
ronsbooks@aol.com, southerncttrainshow.com,

FL, DELAND: 63rd Florida Railfair Model Train & Railroad 

Artifact Show-Sale. Saturday, April 14, 2018. Volusia County 

Fairgrounds (Tommy Lawrence Arena), 3150 E. New York Ave. 

(SR 44 and I-4), 9:00am-4:00pm. Admission: $8.00, children 

under 12 free. Operating layouts. Over 300 tables. Info: 

Charles Miller, 3106 N. Rochester St., Arlington, VA 22213. 

703-536-2954, rrshows@aol.com or www.gserr.com

FL, OCALA: Lions Semi-Annual Train Show. First Christian 
Church, 1908 SE Fort King St. Saturday, March 3, 2018, 
9:00am-3:00pm. Adults $5.00, children 12 and under free w/
adult. Br ing two canned goods and receive $1.00 of f 
admiss ion. Informat ion: Bob 352-694-6381 or ce l l  
352-208-5284

ID, LEWISTON: 7th Annual Lewis-Clark Railroad and 

Collectibles Swap Meet. NPC Fair Grounds,1229 Burrell Ave. 

Sunday, March 25, 2018, 9:30am-4:00pm. Adults $5.00, 

children under 12 free w/adult. Several vendors. Operating 

model RR’s available. Operation Lifesaver Train Simulator. 

Refreshments/food. Contact Dan Wise, 208-816-0845, 

wrails@cableone.net

IL, CHICAGO: Lionel Collectors Club of America will hold 
its 48th National Convention July 23 through 28,  at Westin 
Yorktown, Lombard, IL. Includes area tours, banquets and train 
store exclusively for LCCA members, swap meet open to the 
public Free Saturday 9:00am-3:00pm. LCCA club membership 
details on club website Lionelcollectors.org. Convention 
details at website early 2018.

IN, EVANSVILLE: Evansville All Gauge Model Train and 

Railroadiana Show. St. Paul’s UCC, 2227 West Michigan 

Street, Zip: 47712. Saturday, March 3, 2018. Gates open 

10:00am-3:00pm CST. Admission $3.00, under 12 free. 

Operating trains, test track, Lego display, Thomas dealer, food 

available. Contact John 812-426-2989

IN, MUNCIE: 27th Annual Muncie Model Train Show, 

Delaware County Fairgrounds, 1210 N. Wheeling Ave., Zip: 

47305. Saturday, February 24, 2018, 11:00am-4:00pm. 

Admission $5.00, 12 and under free. 200+Vendor tables, 

operating layouts, Circus Memorabilia, Free parking. Food 

on-s i te. Contact: Brandon Mundel l ,  765 -288-6505, 

Store@toysforeverhobbies.com

MA, BOXBOROUGH: NASG National S-scale Convention: 

July 24-29, 2018, hosted by Bristol S-Gauge Railroaders at the 

Boxboro Regency Hotel, Vendors, Clinics, Tours, Auctions, 

Model contest, operating layouts & more. Cost varies with 

registration date and activities selected. For full information: 

www.bsgr.us or email doug@portliens.com

ME, AUGUSTA: Whitefield Lions Club 32nd Annual Model 

Railroad & Miniature Dollhouse Show, National Guard Armory, 

Western Avenue. February 17, 2018,  Doors open 10:00am. 

10:00am-3:30pm. Adults $5.00, under 12 free, family $10.00. 

Operating layouts, miniature displays. Contact: Steven 

Laundrie, 50 Fairview Ave., Randolph, ME 04346. Telephone: 

207-582-1410, E-mail: slaundrie@roadrunner.com

ME, AUGUSTA: Maine 3Railers Model Railroad Show, 
Augusta Elks Lodge, 397 Civic Center Drive, Route 27, 
Augus t a ,  M E 0 4 330 .  Sa tu r d ay  M a r c h  24 ,  2018 
10:00am-3:00pm. Admission $4.00, under 12 Free. Operating 
layouts and dealers All Aboard! Come and have fun! Info: 
tables Richard Ridolfo, 603-929-1441 or RMSR@aol.com

MN, ST. CLOUD: Granite City Train Show and Sale. River’s 

Edge Convention Center, 10 4th Avenue South. Saturday, April 

7, 2018, 9:00am-3:00pm. $6.00, 10/under free. Buy/sell 

model/toy trains, books, videos, rai lroad collectibles. 

Operating model & toy train display. Children’s railway play 

area. Win a LIONEL tra in set or FSM structure k it.  

3 2 0 - 2 5 5 - 0 0 3 3 ;  e d w a r d o l s o n @ c l o u d n e t . c o m  o r 

www.GraniteCityTrainShow.com

NC, ASHEVILLE: Asheville Train Show. Western North 
Carolina Agr icultural Center. March 2-3, 2018. Fr iday 
12:00pm-7:00pm and Saturday 9:00am-5:00pm. Admission 
$6.00, under 10 free. All scales, all gauges, collectibles, 
ar tifacts. Operating layouts, Thomas The Tank Engine, 
h u n d r e d s  o f  v e n d o r  t a b l e s .  M o r e : 
www.Asheville-Trainshow.com

NC, GREENSBORO: 10th Annual‚ ‘Greatest Little Train 

Show’. AMTRAK Depot, West Concourse, 236 E. Washington 

St. Saturday, March 17, 2018, 10:00am-3:00pm. $5.00 adults, 

under 12 free. Onsite CMR layouts. Free Downtown city 

meter/parking decks. Contact Jim Turkett, 336-314-3341, 

Jturkett@gmail.com or mai l to CMR, PO Box 13642, 

Greensboro, 27415

NH, DOVER: The Great Northern New England Spring Train 
Show. Dover Lodge of Elks #184, 282 Durham Road, Zip: 
03820. Saturday, April 7, 2018, 10:00am-3:00pm. Admission: 
$5.00 per family. Exhibitor tables $25.00 (includes entrance 
fee). All scales, operating layout, food. Contact Ed Martin, 
efmenter@aol.com or 603-362-4300

NJ, BRICK: National Collector’s Club Show, Elks Lodge, 

2491 Hooper Avenue, Brick, NJ 08723. Sunday, March 4, 

2018, 9:00am-2:00pm. Admission: $6.00; under 10 free with 

a d u l t .  J o h n  L a L i m a  7 3 2 - 8 4 5 - 5 9 6 6 .  G o  t o 

www.eastcoasttrainparts.com and click on The Brick Show.

NJ, CLARK: Jersey Central Railway Historical Society Train 
Show and Sale. Mother Seton Regional High School, 1 Valley 
Road,  C la r k ,  NJ 070 66. Sunday March 4,  2018, 
9:00am-3:30pm. Admission: $5.00. Model trains, railroadiana, 
books, photos and more. Contact: Mitchell Dakelman  
908-208-2522, dakelmanm@aol.com or Heinz Ricken  
909-272-3910, hricken@gmail.com. Website: www.jcrhs.org

NJ, EAST RUTHERFORD: METCA/NYSME Train Show, 

St. Joseph’s School, 120 Hoboken Road, Zip: 07073. 

Saturday, April 7, 2018 METCA/NYSME members 8:00am, 

Public 9:00am-2:00pm. Admission: $5.00 Adults 16+, FREE for 

METCA famil ies. NYSME Club layouts open FREE to 

a t t e n d e e s .  I n f o :  w w w. M E TCA .o r g ;  B o b  A m l i n g , 

S e c r e t a r y @ M E T C A . o r g  -  7 1 8 - 5 4 1 - 8 6 1 9  o r 

contact@modelengineers.org

NJ, MONTVALE: National Collector’s Club Show. St. 

Joseph’s High School, 40 Chestnut Ridge Rd. Sunday April 8, 

2018, 9:00am-3:00pm. Admission: $7.00; under 10 free with 

adult. Contact: John LaLima, 732-845-5966 or Joe Bianco 

201-327-5254. Go to eastcoasttrainparts.com and click on 

Montvale Show.

NJ, WAYNE: National Collector’s Club Special Christmas 

Show, P.A.L. Hall, 1 Pal Drive. Wayne, NJ 07470. Saturday, 

March 25, 2018, 9:00am-2:00pm. Admission: $6.00; under 10 

f ree with adult. John LaLima 732-845-5966. Go to 

www.eastcoasttrainparts.com and  click on The Wayne Show.

NY, ALBANY: Albany Train Show, Polish Community 
Center, 225 Washington Avenue Extension, Albany NY. 
Saturday March 10, 2018, 9:00am-3:00pm. Admission $5.00 
adults, Kids 12 and under FREE. O, HO and N gauge working 
layouts. Over 100 vendor tables of Trains and Train related 
i tems.  w w w.a lbany t r a i nshow.com o r  Je f f  Stedge  
518-852-7725.

NY, FISHKILL: Fishkill Model Train and Railroad Hobby 
Show. Fishkill Recreation Center, 793 Route 52. Sunday, 
February 11, 2018, 10:00am-4:00pm. Adults $7.00, kids under 
12 $2.00. 13,000 sq. ft. Operating layouts, dealer, vendor 
tables, Thomas the Tank engine and LEGO trains. Information: 
845-616-0931 or www.kingstontrainshow.com

NY, LINDENHURST: Northern Spur Train/Diecast 
Vehicles/Toy Meet. Firemen’s Memorial Park, 555 Heiling 
Blvd. (north of Hartford St.) April 8, 2018 September 23, 2018 
November 4, 2018 January 6, 2019. 8:30am-1:00pm. $5.00 
adults, under 16 free w/adult. Handicap accessible. Contact: 
Carmelo Sancetta. PO Box 1286M. Bay Shore, NY 11706. 
631-666-6855

NY, WEST SENECA: TCA Upstate NY Chapter Train Show. 
Ismailia Shrine Center, 1600 Southwestern Blvd., Zip Code: 
14224. Sunday, March 11, 2018, TCA Members: 9:00am. 
General Public: 9:30am-2:30pm. Admission: Adults $5.00, 
under 17 free with paid adult. Contact: Chuck 716-390-8216, 
E-mail: usnyc2015@gmail.com or www.upstate-ny-tca.com

OH, COLUMBUS: 63rd Buckeye Model Trains & Railroad 

Artifacts Show & Sale. Saturday, April 21, 2018 Ohio Expo 

Center (Lausche Bldg.), 717 E. 17th Ave. (Exit 111 off I-71), 

9:00am-4:00pm. Admission: $7.00 (children under 12 free). 

Info: Gordon Hartranft, 58 Creed Circle, Campbell, OH 44405. 

330-755-1914 Email: rrshows@aol.com or www.gserr.com

OH, KIRLAND: Railfest 2018. Lakeland Community College 

(AFC), 7700 Clocktower Dr., Zipcode: 44094. NMRA MCR 

Div. 5 . March 17-18, 2018, Saturday and Sunday 

10:00am-4:00pm. All Gauge Train Show with over 400 tables. 

440-357-8890, www.Railfest.org

OH, MT. HOPE: CJ Trains Spring Train and Toy Show. Mt. 
Hope Event Center, 8076 St. Rt. 241, Zip 44660. Saturday, 
March 24, 2018, 10:00am-4:00pm. Admission: $5.00, Free 
under 12. $25.00/dealer table. 600+ tables. Contact, Jon 
Ulbr ight, 330-262-7488, cathijon@sssnet.com Website: 
www.cjtrains.com (GPS info 8076 St. Rt. 241, Millersburg, OH 
44654)

OH, TOLEDO: Greater Toledo Train & Toy Show. Owens 

Community College (SHAC), 30335 Oregon Rd., Perrysburg, 

OH 43551. Sunday, March 11, 2018, 11:00am-3:00pm. Early 

Birds: 9:00am-3:00pm. Adults $6.00/Early Birds $10.00, 12/

under FREE w/adult. Contact: Randy Ramsey, 1566 South 

A v e . ,  T o l e d o ,  O H  4 3 6 0 9 ,  4 1 9 - 2 1 5 - 4 1 8 1 , 

toledotoymasters@gmail.com

PA, KITTANNING: Train Show, Kittanning Township 
Volunteer Firehall, Rt. 422 East of Kittanning, Sunday, 
February 25, 2018 10:00am-4:00pm. Adults $4.00, children 12 
& under FREE. David Campbell, 734 Freeport Rd., Butler, PA 
16002 724-352-1113

SC, COLUMBIA: Jamil Temple, 206 Jamil Road. Saturday, 

March 24, 2018, 9:00am-3:00pm. Admission $5.00, under 10 

FREE. Over 200 vendor tables, Thomas the Train & Friends, 

Railroad collectibles. Contact Todd at 843-307-8674, 

s o u t h c a r o l i n a t r a d e s h o w s @ g m a i l . c o m  o r 

www.SouthCarolinaTradeShows.com

VT, ST. ALBANS: Vermont Rails Show. Collins Perley 

Sports & Fitness Center, Interstate 89, Exit 19. Saturday, 

March 10, 2018, 10:00am-4:00pm. Adults $5.00, children 6-12 

$1.00, children under 6 free, Sponsor: NWV Model Railroad 

A s s o c i a t i o n .  C o n t a c t  R o n  P i r o ,  8 0 2- 5 9 8 - 0 9 0 5 , 

www.nwvrailroad.org

WA, CHEHALIS: Lewis County Model Railroad Club, 

Annual Spr ing Model Railroad Swap Meet and Show. 

Southwest Washington Fair Grounds, Blue Pavilion Building, 

2555 N. National Ave., Zip: 98532. April 7-8, 2018, Saturday 

10:00am-4:00pm and Sunday 10:00am-3:00pm. Admission 

$5.00. Free parking. Contact information: Ted, 360-985-7788 

or tedstrains@lewiscounty.com

WA, MONROE: UNW/4-H 27th Annual Model Train Show 

and Marketplace. Evergreen State Fairgrounds. February 

24 -25 ,  2018 ,  Sa tu rday 10 :0 0 am- 5:0 0 pm, Sunday 

10:00am-4:00pm. Adults $8.00; Juniors/Seniors $6.00; kids 

under 9 FREE w/paid adult. Featuring 25 layouts, over 300 

vendor tables, clinics, presentations, family fun for all ages. 

www.unwclub.com/unwshow.html

WA, SPOKANE: River City Modelers Spring Train Show, 

Spokane Fairgrounds, 404 North Havana. Sunday, March 4, 

2018 from 9:30am-3:30pm. Adults $6.00, Free under 12. 

200+tables of Railroad items for sale, operating layouts, 

Free-MO, Operation Lifesaver & more. Free parking. For 

information: Shir ley Sample, 509-991-2317 or emai l 

shirley@busnws.com
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S Gauge For Sale
AF TR AIN S,  PARTS,  ACCESSORIES .  Vis i t 
http://www.trainsmore.com or write for free catalog. Trains & 
More, P.O. Box 1751, Manchester, CT 06045-1751.

AMERICAN FLYER S GAUGE: 1946 to 1966 Post War 
Model Railroad Equipment: track, switches, trestle, rolling stock, 
parts and accessories. From operating items to collectables. 
www.RISHELAM.com

MASSIVE LIST OF G ILBERT AND LIONEL 
AMERICAN FLYER: Updated daily. Original boxed sets, 
engines, cars, accessories, rare paper, catalogs and more, 
including boxed Plasticville, American Flyer and Plasticville 
parts. Buying all Flyer. Send $3.00 actual postage, Judy Hajash, 
PO Box 5, Augusta, WV 26704-0005. 304-359-2194.

O Gauge For Sale
A 17X17 FOOT “L” SHAPED LAYOUT and “O” gauge 
collection. Lionel N&W and Southern Railway locomotives with 
TMCC. Assorted rolling stock. MTH transformer. Many new, 
in-box items. Motivated seller. All must go. Contact: Gary 
Vernon, 336-922-0800, in NC, bluegrasssubvet@triad.rr.com

LIONEL “SUPER O” TRACKAGE: All items “Sold” & 
“Bought.” Super “O” ORIGINAL bus bars. Rudley’s Lionel 
Super “O” Layout Booklet, Mint, $20.00. Contact Mike at  
708-845-0937 or e-mail hspanier@aol.com

LIONEL ALL MOD UNLESS NOTED: Post War 
Celebration: 18191 W. Pacific ABBA w/6 Pass. $1,395: 31742 
Santa Fe Super Chief Set ABA w/7 Pass. $1,295: 38100 Texas 
Special ABA w/5 Pass. $1,495: 21759 Can. Pacific ABA w/6 
Pass. $1,195: 31752 B & O ABA Split from Set $495: 31711 
Wabash ABA Split from Set $495: F-3’s: 18191 W. Pac. AA 
$495: 14500 KCS ABA $795: 18130 Santa Fe ABA $595: 18131 
N. Pacific AB $395: 11903 At. Coast Line ABA $495: 14568 W. 
Pacific ABBA $895: 24520 Alaska ABBA $995: Boxed Sets: 
21786 St. Fe Anniversary Set $1,695: 11195 Neil Young Penna 
AA Passenger Set w/B unit LN $995: 31718 Southern Pacific Oil 
Can set $1,695: 29155 Rio Grande F-3 AA Passenger Set $895: 
29122 ER. Lackawanna F-3 AB w/4 Pass. $895: 31791 
Lionmaster New York Central Freight w/Track & Transformer 
$695: Miss Add-On’s: 29134 W. Pacific 4 Pass. $495: Texas 
Special 4 Pass. $595: 19180 St. Fe 4 Car Pass. Set $295: 19122 
Cal. Zepher 6 Car Set $495: 39197 Can. Pac. Sounds Diner 
$250: 14542 Kansas City Southern B Unit $295: 14520 Texas 
Special B Unit $295: 18115 St. Fe B Unit $125: 18108 GR. 
Northern B $100: 39543 Texas Special B Unit $150: Have most 
Add-On’s. For Lionel F-3 Sets, Call Jim 570-655-4891 Sunday - 
Thursday’s 4:00pm-9:00pm Est.

LIONEL MARX PLASTICVILLE: Big list of boxed sets, 

engines, cars, etc. Rare paper, catalogs, Lionel O, O27 & HO. 

Marx O & HO. Plasticville and Plasticville parts. Send $2.86 

actual postage Judy Hajash, PO Box 5, Augusta, WV 26704-

0005. 304-359-2194.

O GAUGE TRAINS AND ACCESSORIES FOR SALE: 
Send for list. Write  Broyls, PO Box 182, Olympia Fields, IL 

60461

O Gauge Wanted
ALL TRAIN COLLECTORS- We need more trains to supply 

our large customer  base. Modern era specialists- Lionel, MTH, 

K-Line, Williams, Weaver, 3rd Rail, etc. We buy collections, store 

inventories, and parts of all sizes and eras. Send us your list or 

call us today. We travel extensively all over the US and Canada. 

Trainz, 2740 Faith Industrial Dr., Suite 200, Buford, GA 30518. 

866-285-5840, Scott@trainz.com Fax: 770-271-1295.

HONEST, VERY RELIABLE, established buyer of Lionel, 

MPC, American Flyer, Ives, Marx and others. I will pay cash for 

large or small collections or dealer inventories. Long time 

advertiser in this magazine. I want to spend $200,000 this year. I 

will travel if merited. Please call or send a list (with your price if 

possible). Charles Siegel, 387 Imperial Blvd., Ste. 2, Cape 

Canaveral, FL 32920. 321-799-4005. Fax 321-799-4044.

WANTED TO PURCHASE One of the following Lionel 

Dealer Layouts: D-106, D-132,  D-148, and D-192 in good 

operating condition with correct accessories. Chris Delwiche, 

602-942-7550, mr427ford@aol.com

WE BUY ALL COLLECTIONS BIG & SMALL Lionel, 

American Flyer, K-Line, Marx, Weaver, Williams, Marklin, Hornby 

& more. Ready to travel, 30 years experience, confidential. Send 

us your lists today, 306 Sonoma Drive, Suite 773, Allen, TX 

75013. www.txtrains.com texastrains@yahoo.com Phone:  

972-824-7123

Miscellaneous For Sale
FOR SALE LIONEL COLLECTABLE RAIL ZEPPELIN: 
In Box #1321 $300.00 or best offer. Call Nick 812-830-8406 any 

time.

FOR SALE LIONEL TRAIN COLLECTION: (approx. 700 

individual trains) track and accessor ies. Please contact 

larrainelombardi@yahoo.com.

Miscellaneous Wanted
ALL SLOT CARS WANTED. Any kind, any condition. Top 

d o l l a r  p a i d .  P A U L  a t  5 8 6 -7 5 2 - 3 6 7 5 .  E - m a i l : 

slotcarguy@slotcarguy.com

MODEL AUTOMOBILE AND TRUCK KITS. Unbuilt or 

built. One piece to large collection. Good prices paid. Fred 

Sterns, 48 Standish, Buffalo, NY 14216, phone 716-838-6797, 

fax 716-836-6057, email: fsterns@aol.com

Parts and Accessories For Sale
PARTS CATALOG - LIONEL, AMERICAN FLYER, IVES, 

MARX, BUDDY “L”, NOMA STATION, DORFAN, ERECTOR 

HUDSON, MPC- 2” Thick, 35,000 Parts Inventory: 700E Cabs, 

Frames, Roofs, Controllers, Bodies, Truck, “E” Units, “OO”, 55 

A i r p l a n e ,  P R E WA R - P O S T WA R ,  $ 25 .0 0  Po s t p a i d . 

RESTORATION TRAIN PARTS, 135 RICHWOOD DRIVE, 

GLOVERSVILLE, NEW YORK, 12078, (518) 725-4446, 

(6:00PM-10:00PM). PAYMENTS: MONEY ORDERS. CATALOG 

CLOSING: OCTOBER 1st. 

Custom Painting & Building
ARTWORKS Kit assembly service, kit bashing, scratch 

bui lding ser vice, painting and detai l ing. 972-989-3834, 

artroberts43@icloud.com

Your classified ad can:
  Tell ‘em what you’ve got 
  Tell ‘em what it will do for them
  Tell ‘em how to get it

Don’t wait any longer! 
Place your classified ad today!

888-558-1544 x815

Lionel Value-Added, K-Line Dealer. Lionel 
repairs. The most postwar thru LTI Lionel in AZ. 
AF, Marx, LGB, Athearn, G to Z. 35 min. from 
downtown PHX. M-F 10:00-4:30 & weekends 

by appt. Email: totbargin@yahoo.com

ARIZONA • Fountain Hills

BURLING’S TON OF TRAINS
16924 East Colony Drive 480-816-6501

All scales G through N, collectibles old & new. 
Authorized LGB, Lionel, MTH & Märklin dealer. 

One of the most complete train stores in
So. Calif. UPS worldwide shipper.

Visit our website at www.trainshack.com

CALIFORNIA • Burbank

THE TRAIN SHACK
1030 N. Hollywood Way 800-572-9929

Largest selection in the East Bay. 93 foot 
operating HO layout. Buy - sell - trade - consign 

- repairs - detail parts in all scales. Lionel. 
Discount prices & friendly service.

Website: www.just-trains.com

CALIFORNIA • Concord

JUST  TRAINS
5650 Imhoff Dr. 925-685-6566

Lionel, AF, LGB, HO, N, & Playmobil.
New, used, & collectibles.
Buy, sell, trade & repair.

Tue - Fri 12-7, Sat 9-5, Sun 11-3.

CALIFORNIA • Costa Mesa

THE TRAIN CROSSING
1113 Baker Street, Ste. F 714-549-1596

Model rail specialists since 1951.
LGB, Lionel, O, S, On3, HO, HOn3, N, Z.

Complete stock of brass imports, new & used. 
Books, tools, structures, detail parts.

Open 7 days     www.thewhistlestop.com

CALIFORNIA • Pasadena

THE ORIGINAL WHISTLE STOP INC.
2490 E. Colorado Blvd. 626-796-7791

O Scale Trains and Collectables. New and 
used Lionel, K-Line-Williams. Come see us 

when you’re in the Pismo Beach area. Hours: 
Thursday thru Monday, 10:00am to 5:00pm.

CALIFORNIA • Pismo Beach

TRAINS AT PISMO DOGGIE BISCUIT BAR
231 Pomeroy, Suite H   805-779-0318

Lionel, Märklin, HO, scales
Domestic and imported trains
Open 7 Days - Call for Hours

www.talbotstoyland.com

CALIFORNIA • San Mateo

TALBOT’S HOBBIES
445 South “B”  Street 650-931-8110

Largest Selection of O/G in So. Cal!
Discount Prices, Open 6 Days a Week!

Authorized Lionel, MTH, LGB, PIKO Dealer!
www.milepost38.com

CALIFORNIA • Westminster (Orange Co.)

MILEPOST 38 TOY TRAINS
6462 Industry Way 714-892-9471

A full service model train Store! Large 
inventory, HO, N, O & O27 Tinplate. 

Books, videos, collectors & gift items. 
Repair service. We buy old toy trains. 

www.westerndepot.com

CALIFORNIA • Yuba City

THE WESTERN DEPOT
1650 Sierra Ave. #203 530-673-6776

Caboose, sharing our passion for trains since 
1938. North America’s largest full-service train 

store, and your go-to source for the ultimate toy 
train enthusiast. Open Daily or at MyCaboose.

com

COLORADO • Denver (Lakewood)

CABOOSE
10800 W Alameda Avenue 303-777-6766

Lionel, HO & N. Lionel authorized dealer 
& repair. Plastic, wood kits, rockets, tools, 

structural & diorama supplies.
Special orders welcome.

CONNECTICUT • Cos Cob

ANN’S HOBBY CENTER
405 E. Putnam Avenue 203-869-0969

All scales Z, N, HO, O, O-27, G, #1, MTH, 
Lionel, Märklin, LGB, Walthers, Aristo, Trix, etc. 

Digital Sales-Install. Large  oper. layouts.
Mon-Wed 10-6, Th-Fri 10-9, Sat-Sun 10-6

www.timemachinehobby.com

CONNECTICUT • Manchester

TIME MACHINE HOBBY - NEW ENGLAND HOBBY SUPPLY
71 Hilliard St. 860-646-0610

No sales tax at the Delaware seashore.
Lionel new & used . . . . also Atlas, Bachmann,
MTH. We buy used trains. Auth. Lionel repairs.

Large inventory of used HO trains.
Open Tues-Sat 11-4:30, Closed Sun & Mon

DELAWARE • Ocean View

SEASIDE HOBBIES
15 Daisey Ave. 302-539-1601

Lionel, American Flyer, MTH
Trains bought and sold

www.traincity.com
www.choochooauctions.com

FLORIDA • Cape Canaveral

TRAIN CITY, INC. - CHARLES SIEGEL
387 Imperial Blvd., Ste. 2 321-799-4005

N, HO, O scale model railroading.
Paint, tools, scenery, accessories,

& plastic models.
Mon - Sat 10:00am-6:00pm; Closed Sun

www.metrotrainsandhobbies.com

FLORIDA • Ft. Myers

METRO TRAINS & HOBBIES
12951 Metro Parkway 239-332-0422

Full line Hobby Shop specializing in Trains.
Mon - Fri 10-6, Sat 10-4, Sun 12-4

www.depothobbyshop.com
1/2 mile east of I-95 exit #61.

FLORIDA • Lantana (West Palm area)

THE DEPOT HOBBY SHOP
518 W. Lantana Rd. 561-585-1982

Largest train store in the South.
MTH, Lionel, LGB, HO & N. Five

operating layouts. Open Mon 11-5,
Tues-Fri 10-6, Sat 9-6, Sun (Nov-Jan) 10-1.

FLORIDA • Miami

READY TO ROLL
831 NW 143rd Street 305-688-8868

Competitive prices, friendly service.
All makes & models, trains & accessories 

Z-G. Lionel, Micro-Train, MTH Dealer 
www.trainsbyjohnson.com

Directions: Old Palafox St. at 10 Mile Rd.

FLORIDA • Pensacola

TRAINS BY JOHNSON
10412 N. Palafox Hwy. 850-478-8584

2600 sq. ft. Showroom. Lionel & MTH Dealer 
NEW, USED, BUY/SELL * All Gauges Z thru G

Over 6,000 Parts. Repair Services. Trains, Track, 
Sets, Scenic Supplies. Tues - Sat 10-6

www.zitniktrains.com

FLORIDA • Tampa Bay - Pinellas Park

ZITNIK TRAINS
5193 73rd Ave. N. 727-201-9668

Buying, selling, repairing, consignments Old 
fashioned customer service guaranteed Lionel, 
MTH, LGB, HO, N, large postwar parts. MTH 

Auth. Serv. Sta. 11am-5pm T-F, Sat. 9am-2pm. 
Closed Sn & Mn www.AAModelTrainRepair.com

FLORIDA • Tampa Bay Area (Largo)

AA MODEL TRAIN REPAIR
8340 Ulmerton Rd., #222 727-346-6629

Lionel Train Top 10 Dealer
MTH Train Mega Dealer

400 s.f. layout, HUGE selection, service, repair
www.legacystation.com    

800-964-8724

GEORGIA • Atlanta (Lilburn)

LEGACY STATION TRAINS
4153 Lawrenceville Hwy., #12 770-339-7780

Bargains Galore!
Located 1/2 mile off I-85 exit 129.  

Featuring HO, O, toys and die cast items from 
Trainz.com

Hours: Mon - Sat 10-6, Sun 1-5

GEORGIA • Braselton

ANTIQUE MALL TRAINS
5134 Georgia 53 706-654-3693

Quality, Selection & Service.
 Discount pricing in all scales.

 Mon - Sat 11-6, Sun 1-6 
Across from NS Mainline in Downtown Buford

Web store at: www.trainmastermodels.com

GEORGIA • Buford (Atlanta)

TRAINMASTER MODELS
601 East Main St. 678-546-3600

Lionel and HO Railroadiana
Service and Repair

Open Tues - Sat 9-6
Closed Sun - Mon

GEORGIA • Watkinsville (Athens)

MEMORY STATION
171 South Main St. 706-769-8986

Model train museum and hobby shop
MTH • Atlas • Lionel • scenery supplies Layout 

construction help / workshop 
Club sized 3-rail display layout

mrmuffi nstrains.com

INDIANA • Atlanta

MR MUFFIN’S TRAINS
177 West Main 765-292-2022

“An old fashion train shop.”  HO, N, O27. 
Brass, books, magazines, detail parts, paints & 

accessories. West of
Shadeland Ave. on E. Washington St.

Mon-Sat 10:30-6. www.waynestrains.biz

INDIANA • Indianapolis

TRAIN CENTRAL
6742 E. Washington (U.S. 40) 317-375-0832

LEADING 
MODEL RETAILERS
Dealer Directory spaces are sold on a year’s 
basis at $318 per year, nine issues, (payable 
in advance), or at $40 per issue (billed to 
established accounts for one year minimum). 
Ads will be set in standard format typography. 
All insertions must be consecutive and may be 
invoiced if you have credit established with us. 
No mention of mail order business permitted. 
Closing dates listed in the Classifieds section. 
Call 888-558-1544, ext. 815.
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Home of I Love Toy Trains DVDs, Lionel, MTH, 
Thomas, toys, and operating layouts.

Lionel Factory Authorized Sales & Service
 Mon - Sat10-5 CST   Web: tmbv.com

Memorial Day - Labor Day: 7 days 10-5 CST

INDIANA • Michigan City

I LOVE TOY TRAINS - THE STORE
4212 West 1000 North 219-879-2822

MTH, K-Line, Williams, Lionel, Gargraves,
New & Used, Authorized MTH & Lionel Service 

Center. Mon - Sat 10-5; Sun 11-4      
skippertim99@gmail.com

IOWA • Dubuque

CATHY’S TREASURES
Electric RR Dealer/Upgrades 563-590-5318

O, S. HO, N, Z & G Scale
Lionel, MTH, A/F, Marklin, LGB & more!

New, Used & Vintage. Extensive scenery line. 
Repair, custom work & layouts.

www.fredstrainshop.com

KANSAS • Overland Park (KC Area)

FRED’S TRAIN SHOP
9322 W. 87th St. 913-383-3500

Model trains & slot cars. Most scales available. 
Accessories & services. New, pre-owned & 
vintage. Working layout! Open 7 days 10-5

www.yorkvillagemarketplace.com

MAINE • York

YORK VILLAGE MARKETPLACE
891 U.S. Route 1 207-363-4830

One of the largest operating train layouts and 
museum. MTH, Lionel, Z, N, HO, O, G, scenery, 

magazines, videos. Thomas, Brio, Rokenbok 
System, Lionel/AF logo stools. Call for hours. 

www.the-train-room.com

MARYLAND • Hagerstown

THE TRAIN ROOM
360 S. Burhans Blvd. 301-745-6681

G - 1 - O - S - HO - N - Z
Buy - Sell - Trade - New - Used - Repairs

Märklin Dealer
Wednesday - Sunday 11-6

MASSACHUSETTS • Duxbury

DUXBURY GREEN, INC.
382 Kingstown Way (Rt. 53) 781-585-2164

Parts and service, factory experienced.
Parts list available, $4.00. Tue - Fri 9-5.

”The Coupler”, repair hints, back issues. 
Email: dave@drtinkertrains.com 
http://www.drtinkertrains.com

MASSACHUSETTS • Lexington

DR. TINKER’S ANTIQUE TOY TRAINS
1 Belfry Terrace 781-862-5798

Long term experience with customer service. 
We service the products we sell and are here to 

help you. 7,000 sq ft of retail space.
Stop in or visit www.pdhobbyshop.com 
Open M-F 10-8, Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5 EST

MICHIGAN • Fraser

P & D HOBBY SHOP
31280 Groesbeck Hwy. 586-296-6116

Personalized Customer Service!
Trains & Accessories N to G

Authorized Lionel/K-Line, MTH, DIGITRAX
Sales & Service - over 12,000 parts

www.traindoctor.com

MICHIGAN • Saginaw

BRASSEUR ELECTRIC TRAINS
410 Court Ave. 989-793-4753

Let your imagination run wild!
Z to G, Lionel, scenery, tools,

structures, scratchbuilding supplies,
special orders, ships, armor, cars, more...

MICHIGAN • Traverse City

TRAINS & THINGS HOBBIES
210 East Front St. 231-947-1353

HO, N and Marx bought and sold.
American Flyer and Lionel also.

Tuesday thru Friday 12-6, Saturday 10-5. Other 
hours available by appt. Please call.

MICHIGAN • Wyoming

HOBBY RECYCLING
2313 Lee St. SW 616-257-7155

Lionel & American Flyer Specialists. Large 
selection at discount prices. We buy, sell and 
repair. Value-Added Dealer & Service Station. 
HERITAGE DEALER www.electrictrainoutlet.

com bob@electrictrainoutlet.com

MISSOURI • Saint Louis

ELECTRIC TRAIN OUTLET
9517 Page Blvd. 314-428-2211

Largest selection of prewar & postwar in 
Midwest. Lionel, Am Flyer, Marx, Athearn, 

Proto, Atlas, etc. 
Highest price for large collections.

www.TrainTownstl.com

MISSOURI • St. Louis

TRAIN TOWN
9832 Manchester Road 314-716-2755

The area’s most complete Lionel MPC, 
LTI selection. Buy, sell & trade. 

Postwar new & used. 
Accessories, parts and supplies.

NEVADA • Las Vegas

THE TRAIN ENGINEER
2550 Chandler #53 702-597-1754

Big selection of HO, N and Lionel O Gauge 
trains. Only 7 miles west of the Las Vegas strip. 

www.westsidetrainslv.com

NEVADA • Las Vegas

WESTSIDE TRAINS
2960 S. Durango #117 702-254-9475

Large selection of MTH-RailKing, Lionel,
Atlas O engines, rolling stock & accessories.

Open 7 days a week 10-5.

NEW HAMPSHIRE • Hampton Falls

BRENTWOOD ANTIQUES
106 Lafayette Rd. 603-929-1441

Atlas, Lionel, MTH, Williams, LGB, most HO 
makers. Any item in any scale can be ordered at 

very competitive prices.
Used trains bought and sold. Repairs done.

E-mail:  nerr@comcast.net

NEW HAMPSHIRE • Nashua

NEW ENGLAND RAILROAD
89 Main St. 603-791-0080

Northern NJ’s largest train store.
Factory authorized Lionel sales, service,

and parts. Old Lionel trains bought and sold. 
LGB, Atlas, Life-Like, MDK. 
Authorized Walther’s dealer.

NEW JERSEY • Mountain Lakes

THE TRAIN STATION
PO Box 381, Romaine Rd. 973-263-1979

A Complete Model Railroad Store • Over 600 
Engines in Stock  N• HO • O DCC/DCS/TMCC 
Authorized MTH & LIONEL Dealer. Walthers • 
Atlas • Atlas O. Sun-Thur 10-6, Fri-Sat 10-8

www.thetrainroomnj.com

NEW JERSEY • Point Pleasant Beach

THE TRAIN ROOM
715 Arnold Ave. 732-892-5145

Lionel, K-Line, Gargraves.
Authorized Lionel service station.
New and used bought and sold.

NEW JERSEY • Totowa

WALKER’S HARDWARE
294 Union Blvd. 973-942-2694

Lionel Value-Added Dealer.
Authorized Service Station.

Lionel, MTH, Williams,Weaver, K-Line, 
GarGraves. New & Used O & O27. 

Glen Roc Shopping Center.

NEW JERSEY • Trenton/Ewing

TRAINS & THINGS
246 Scotch Rd. 609-883-8790

Lionel, MTH & Atlas
Lionel Authorized Service Center

Discount Pricing
www.tomstrainsny.com

Call for hours.

NEW YORK • Ardsley

TOM’S TRAINS AT ARDSLEY
686 Saw Mill River Road 914-329-0354

Trains- Z, N, HO, S, O, G scale, models, 
rockets, hobby supplies. Lionel & MTH author-
ized dealer. Four working layouts. Repairs, buy/

sell. Open 7 days. An old-fashioned general 
store. www.hurleycountrystore.biz

NEW YORK • Hurley

HURLEY COUNTRY STORE INC
2 Wamsley Pl. (Old Hurley) 845-338-4843

Lionel MTH Sales and 
Lionel Service Station #144

Monday - Friday 9-5, Saturday 10-4
(Saturday hours October - April only)

www.gardnerthetraindoctor.com

NEW YORK • North Rose

GARDNER, “THE TRAIN DOCTOR”
8967 Ridge Rd., 1 mi E of 14 315-483-6577

We are your source for O gauge trains & 
accessories. We carry MTH, Lionel,

Atlas O, Williams & Gargraves.
www.e-zcatch.com       e-zcatch@verizon.net

NEW YORK • Staten Island

E - Z CATCH TRAIN SHOP
5 Tysen St. 718-727-7373

K-Line Superstore, MTH, Lionel. Large selection 
of older MTH. First in O gauge.

In-store layout! Located off I-40. Tues-Sat 
9:30am-5pm. E-mail: JKonc52032@aol.com 

www.trainloft.com   Celebrating 20 years!

NORTH CAROLINA • Winston (Salem)

THE TRAIN LOFT
4007B Country Club Rd. 336-760-9817

Akron’s largest old & new Lionel Dealer Auth-
orized Lionel & MTH sales & service stations. 
We specialize in MTH DCS and Lionel Com-
mand and Railsounds. We buy, sell, trade & 
restore. 888-641-5876 EandSHobbies.com

OHIO • Akron

E & S TRAINS AND HOBBIES
980 Kenmore Blvd. 330-745-0785

Cleveland’s largest Lionel dealer. MTH, 
Williams, Flyer and Marx. Lotsa old stuff. Expert 

train repairs. All credit cards. 
Call for hours.

OHIO • Cleveland

TRADING POST TRAIN SHOP
4394 Pearl Rd. 216-661-7300

MTH Service Center
Authorized dealer for MTH, Lionel, Atlas Closed 

Sun. & Mon
30 miles west of Cleveland - off State Rte. 20

www.stockyardexpress.com

OHIO • Oberlin (W. Cleveland)

STOCKYARD EXPRESS
49293 Plate Rd. 440-774-2131

Full service train shop
Lionel, 3-Rail, American Flyer
New-used-buy-consignments

T-F 10-6, Sat 10-5, Sun 12-4, Closed Monday
www.hobbysmith.com            1-877-284-1912

OREGON • Portland

THE HOBBY SMITH
1809 NE Cesar Chavez Blvd. 503-284-1912

Your complete model railroad store. 
Gauges Z through G. 

Lionel, MTH, Atlas, K-Line
Mon - Fri 10-6, Sat 10-5, Closed Sunday

www.wsor.com

OREGON • Portland

WHISTLE STOP TRAINS
11724 SE Division St. 503-761-1822

The Exclusive model railroad store.
From N to G, we stock it all.

OPEN 7 days a week.
Only minutes from Frederick, MD.

www.mainlinehobby.net

PENNSYLVANIA • Blue Ridge Summit

MAINLINE HOBBY SUPPLY
15066 Buchanan Trail E. 717-794-2860

Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, Atlas & MTH
HO, N, ON30, Standard, O & S gauges

bought, sold & traded. Auth. service station.
Mon, Wed, Fri 10-9, Tue & Thu 10-7, Sat 10-5

www.nstrains.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Broomall

NICHOLAS SMITH TRAINS
2343 West Chester Pike 610-353-8585

Authorized Dealer of Lionel, Atlas-O, MTH. N to 
G, Track, Remotes, Buildings, Accessories. Buy, 
Sell, Trade, Repair. Mon-Sat: Noon-6pm 5,500+ 

SqFt. Exclusively Trains! 20,000+ items

PENNSYLVANIA • Greensburg

BRADY’S TRAIN OULET
1046 S. Main Street 724-838-8448

Lionel, American Flyer & MTH.
New Lionel & MTH at discount prices. Standard 

O & S gauges bought, sold &
repaired. Authorized service station.
20 min. from York PA. Tue-Sat 12-6

PENNSYLVANIA • Hanover

TOY TRAINS UNLIMITED
28 York St. 717-637-4717

Pittsburgh’s largest MTH dealer. 
Lionel, K-line, Atlas , Gargraves, USA Train
Scenery supplies for HO, O and G gauges.
Buy, sell, trade old trains. Expert repair ser

vice. Tue-Sat 10-6. www.imperialtrainco.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Imperial (Pgh.)

IMPERIAL TRAIN COMPANY
450 Penn Lincoln Dr. 724-695-7552

Buy/sell/trade, repair all types of trains.
Giant Lionel village display during

the holiday season, November - January
Call for hours.

www.undergroundrrshop.com

PENNSYLVANIA • New Castle

THE UNDERGROUND RR SHOPPE
1906 Wilmington Rd. 724-652-4912

Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, MTH, Marklin, 
Bachmann, Williams.  HO, N & Z.

We buy, sell & repair. Mon-Fri 12-8; Sat 10-5 
www.JoesTrainStation.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Philadelphia (Feasterville)

JOE’S TRAIN STATION
21 East Street Rd. 215-322-5182

From trains to diecast to scenery, everything for 
the layout builder. Open 7 days a week.

N, HO, O,  Lionel, LGB. 
Buy, sell, trade used  trains. Located adjacent 
to Choo Choo Barn.   www.etrainshop.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Strasburg

STRASBURG TRAIN SHOP
226 Gap Road 717-687-0464

Lionel, MTH, Atlas O, Ross Custom Switches 
GarGraves, Woodland Scenics

Please call or visit our website for hours
www.cttrains.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Zelienople

CT MCCORMICK HARDWARE
147 S. Main St. 724-452-6130

All scales, all major brands 
of model railroad equipment.

We buy & sell used Lionel trains.
Open daily 10-6. Closed Sun.

SOUTH CAROLINA • West Columbia

NEW BROOKLAND RR & HOBBY SHOP
405 State St. 803-791-3958

MTH authorized service center. We repair 
Lionel, MTH, Bachmann, Atlas, K-Line & much 

more. Hours: Mon-Sat 9-5. Closed on Sundays. 
Call me, stop in or just email @

info@littletrainreairoftennessee.com

TENNESSEE • Murfreesboro

LITTLE TRAIN REPAIR SHOP
814 Woodmont Drive 615-956-9084  

Authorized Value-Added Lionel Dealer & 
Williams Dealer. Hundreds of rolling stock cars. 

Large inventory of engines and accessories. 
Visit our operating layout anytime, Monday - 

Saturday 9-5

TENNESSEE • Murfreesboro

THOR’S
416-F Medical Center Pkwy. 615-895-6918

Offi cial Lionel Layout Builder Since 2001
Traingineer shop/showroom includes;

Custom Layouts, Modulars, Model Stations,
Bridge Kits...come see...there’s always

something new!!! www.TrainWorxStore.com

TEXAS • Dallas

TW TRAINWORX
2808 McGowan St. 877-881-4997

OPEN 7 DAYS  MON - SAT: 10-7; SUN: 11-4
Authorized Dealer Most Brands & Repairs

New & Vintage ALL SCALES, Special Orders
I-95 Exit 92B West 1.2 mi to CSX Tracks

VIRGINA • Ashland (Richmond)

TINY TIM’S TOYS & TRAINS
104 S.  Railroad Ave. 804-368-0063

Northern Virginia’s largest & most complete 
train store for new & gently used Lionel,
MTH & Bachmann. We carry Standard,

O, O-27, S, HO & N. Expert repairs. 
dandhtrains@comcast.net

VIRGINIA • Manassas

TOY TRAINS & COLLECTIBLES
7216 New Market Court 571-379-5497

Lionel, LGB, G, AF, HO, N & MTH
Buy, sell, trade, repair.
Mon-Fri 10-6; Sat 10-5

Two minutes off Exit 146 on I-81.

VIRGINIA • Roanoke

RAIL YARD HOBBY SHOP
7547 Williamson Rd. 540-362-1714

Full service storefront & online store. All makes 
& scales. New/used trains sales, service, repair 
& upgrades. Retail Store - www.traindepot.biz 
Authorized Lionel Service Station & Digitrax 
dealer. Online Sales Visit www.JTTrains.com

VIRGINIA/MARYLAND • Chantilly, VA

TRAIN DEPOT
13944 Willard Rd., Suite I 703-953-3767

Close to SEA-TAC airport - short drive from
downtown Seattle. New & vintage electric trains 

in all scales. Tues - Sat 11-6
www.electrictrainshop.com

WASHINGTON • Burien (Seattle)

THE ELECTRIC TRAIN SHOP
625 SW 152nd St. 206-244-7077

Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, HO, N.
Buy, sell, and repair.

Supplying all your railroading needs.
Open Mon.-Sat.

www.eastsidetrains.com

WASHINGTON • Kirkland

EASTSIDE TRAINS, INC.
217 Central Way 425-828-4098

Largest Selection of Trains in the Valley
Buy - Sell - Trade - New & Used Trains

MTH-Weaver-Williams-Lionel-Atlas-Dept 56
M, F 12-7, Tu,W,Th 12-6, Sat 10-3

www.patstrains.com

WEST VIRGINIA • Wheeling

PATRICK’S TRAINS
142 29th Street 304-232-0714

Lionel, MTH, Atlas, American Flyer, K-Line, 
Kalmbach. Over 500 engines on display.

Also carry G, HO, N scale trains.
New and used. Repair, buy, sell, trade.

www.sommerfelds.com

WISCONSIN • Butler

SOMMERFELD’S TRAINS HOBBIES
12620 W. Hampton Ave. 262-783-7797

NE Wis. largest O Gauge dealer. Lionel, MTH, 
Atlas O, 3rd Rail, Weaver & Williams Acces-

sories, structures, books & videos. Open
Mon 12-7 Tues-Fri 10-5  (Sat 10-2 Nov-Mar)

www.railtycoon.com (formerly GB TV & Trains)

WISCONSIN • Green Bay

GB TRAIN SHOP
1353 Velp Ave. 920-496-9697

Model trains in G, O, S, HO, N, Z. Old toy trains, 
railway antiques, art, books, DVDs, souvenirs 

and Thomas too. Canadian road names a 
specialty. 20 min. west of Kamloops.

www.kellyskaboose.ca

CANADA–BC • Savona

KELLY’S KABOOSE, THE RAILWAY STORE
6648 Savona Access Rd. 250-377-8510

New & used Lionel, MTH, Marx, AF. Trains & 
accessories for the collector & operator bought 
& sold. Walther’s dealer. Lionel SS#516. Orders 

1–888–MALWOOD (toll free)
e-mail: malwoodstation@rogers.com

CANADA–ON • Dunrobin (Ottawa)

MALWOOD STATION
1169 Murphy Side Rd. 613-832-1374

Model Trains for Beginners to the Experts
Buy, Sell, Trade, Repair

O/O27, HO, N, S, G
Lionel/MTH Auth. Sales & Service Centers

www.lioneltrains.ca

CANADA–ON • Fergus

2B IN TRAINS
6168 Road 29 519-787-3280

6,000 sq. ft. All  Trains!
Premier Selection & Service!
In store clinics and layouts!

Railfan Headquarters! Quick special orders!
www.cvrco.com

CANADA–ON • Mississauga

CREDIT VALLEY RAILWAY COMPANY, LTD.
2900 Argentia Rd. Unit #24 1-800-464-1730

45 Min North of Guelph. Authorized Lionel value 
added dealer. One of Canada’s largest Lionel 

retailers MTH, K-Line & more. Full line HO 
dealer. www.tctrainscanada.com 

Fax 519-323-3809. Closed Monday

CANADA–ON • Mount Forest

THE TRAIN CELLAR CLASSIC TRAINS
130 Main St. North 519-323-3935

Model Railroad Specialists since 1962
Lionel Authorized Distributor & Repair Center

All Scales - Special Orders
Closed Mondays www.georgestrains.com

CANADA–ON • Toronto (Markham)

GEORGE’S TRAINS LTD.
550 Alden Rd., Unit 101 905-470-6200

Say you saw their 
directory ad in 

Classic Toy Trains.
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RAILROAD IDEAS

Realism and detail
on a great layout

Impressive scenes abound 
on this O gauge railroad.

 
Inside Neil Young’s 

train auction
See the eclectic items from 

rocker and command control 
guru Neil Young’s collection.

 
HOW-TO

Simple project adds 
depth to any layout 
Expand your horizons with a 

model highway tunnel.
 

Postwar track plan
New layout has a ‘50s vibe.

 

PLUS: News,  
reviews,  projects, 

and more!
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IN THIS ISSUE 
AD INDEX

Affordable Model Railroads. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61

American Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

Arkansas Traveler Hobbies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61

Arttista Accessories . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

Barts Pneumatics Corp. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .31

Brasseur Electric Trains, Inc.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .53

Brennan’s Better Ballast . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61

Bridge Boss . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61

Charles Ro Supply Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25

Charles Siegel’s Train City. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19, 61

Charlie’s Trains. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61

Classic Toy Trains magazine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .53

Classic Trains magazine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .60

CJ Trains . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .53

Die-Cast Direct, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .27

East Coast Enterprises . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .53

Eastside Trains. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .17

Gargraves Trackage Corp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .31

Glenn Snyder Display Systems . . . . . . . . . . . . .12

Great Midwest Train Show . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .31

Great Train Expo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .31

Greenberg Shows . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .31 

Grzyboski’s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7

Henning’s Trains . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61

Jamestown Trains . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61

Layout for Sale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61 

L & L Model Train Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61

Lionel Operating Train Society, Inc. . . . . . . . . .19

Mario’s Trains. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

Menard, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .68

Metro Trains & Hobbies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61

Mianne Benchworks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .53

Millhouse River Studio. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61

National Association of S-Gaugers. . . . . . . . . .61

Nicholas Smith Trains. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .49

Port Lines Hobby Supply . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61

Raildesign . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61 

Realrail Model Railroading . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

Rich Roman. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .53

Ross Custom Switches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .24

Roundhouse South. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .21

S & W Parts Supply . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19

Showcase Express. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

Side Track Hobbies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .13

Stockyard Express . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61

T & K Hobby Shop . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61

T-Trackers II . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61

Texas Trains & Diecast . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19

Train Collector’s Association . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .21

Train World . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Traincity.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19, 61

Trains and Toy Soldiers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12

Trainz.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6

TW Trainworx . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

W Yoder Auctions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .27

Western Depot, The . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .53

Woodland Scenics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .31

WE BELIEVE THAT OUR READERS ARE AS IMPORTANT AS OUR ADVERTISERS. If you do not receive your merchandise or a reply 
from an advertiser within a reasonable period, please contact us. Provide details about what you ordered and the amount you 
paid. If no action is obtained after we forward your complaint to the advertiser, we will not accept further advertising from 
them. Classic Toy Trains magazine, 21027 Crossroads Circle, Waukesha, WI 53186-4055
The Advertiser Index is provided as a service to Classic Toy Trains magazine readers. The magazine is not responsible for 
omissions or for typographical errors in names or page numbers.



WITH THE CTT READERS AND STAFF
TIPS • TOOLS • TECHNIQUES
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HAVE A TIP OR TECHNIQUE TO SHARE? Write “Tips” on your letter and 
mail it to Classic Toy Trains, P.O. Box 1612, Waukesha, WI 53187-1612, or email 
us at tips@classictoytrains.com and put the word “tips” in the subject line. 
We’ll pay you $25 for any tip we publish unless it was contained in a previously 
purchased article.

We’ve all got them! 
Freight cars that 
were gifts and 
don’t fit our 

operations theme, old pieces 
we treasure but can’t be run 
anymore, and oddities picked 
up at a show on impulse. Too 
good to throw away, and yet 
they sit still gathering dust. 

What to do with them? Why 
not make a pen/pencil holder 
for your workbench? This can 
be done in an hour or two 
using scraps of quality wood! 

A small one for N scale uses 
a 1½ x ¾ x 6-inch piece of 
mahogany for the base and a ¾ 
x 2½-inch piece for the recep-
tacle (I cut it from a tomato 

stake). I beveled the base on 
top for looks. Using a 5⁄16-inch 
drill, I bored a two-inch-deep 
hole in the receptacle, and then 
cut the end at a 30-degree 
angle where it attaches. 

Wood glue and a counter-
sunk wood screw secured the 
joint. I sealed everything with 
clear spray. I attached the dis-
play car with a bit of wood glue 
(so I can pop it off if need be). 
And you are done! 

The same process works for 
the larger model, such as an 
HO scale 40-foot car or a Marx 
6-inch-long four-wheel tin-
plate equivalent. For the base I 
used a 2 x ¾ x 8½-inch piece 
cut from a birch kitchen cabi-
net door. I beveled the top and 
made the receptacle as 
described, substituting walnut 
for the mahogany. 

After assembling and seal-
ing the model, I mounted it 
differently than before. I used a 
countersunk 6-32 x 1½-inch 
machine screw up through the 

base. Over this I slipped a 
⅜-inch-high plastic spacer to 
keep from overtightening and 
deforming the car. A hidden 
hole to receive the screw was 
drilled and tapped in the car’s 
underframe and metal weight. 

For the spacer for the tin-
plate car I used a 1-inch-high 
wine bottle cork drilled 
through. Marx had already 
provided a clearance hole in 
the gondola floor, so I screwed 
on a nut. Viola! Oh, I did add 
rubber feet under the base, but 
these aren’t necessary. It’s nice 
to always have a pen or pencil 
handy. – Harry Noble

Quick tips
MAKE A TRAIN PENHOLDER

To prevent chunks of coal from spilling on a Lionel 
no. 97 coal elevator, I first cut strips of thin, flexible 
clear plastic sheets. I relied on the type used for 
“windows” in model train boxes (also good are plas-

tic sheet protectors). 
Then I attached the thin sheets on three sides of the coal 

elevator, leaving the front open. I secured them with Goop 
all-purpose adhesive. This will limit the spread of stray coal 
to the elevator area and not your layout! – James Hirvela

A few scraps of wood and a spare car make a nice pen holder.

!
MAKE THIS 
PROJECT 
IN LESS 
THAN 

90 
MINS.

REDUCE COAL SPILLAGE ON 
LIONEL’S NO. 97 COAL ELEVATOR

Orange designates clear plastic on 3 of 4 sides, front left open.



Introducing
Jigsaw Puzzles!

Created exclusively by Trains and Classic Trains magazines, our 
NEW jigsaw puzzles feature richly colored high-resolution photographs. 
Each puzzle contains 550+ precision-cut pieces and measures 18” x 24” 
when finished — the perfect size for solving alone or with friends.

Classic Trains Jigsaw Puzzle
Image: The iconic Santa Fe E6 No. 15 train. 

550 pieces • #81073 • $14.99

Trains Jigsaw Puzzle
Image: N&W’s 611 steam locomotive on Blue Ridge grade.

560 pieces • #81074 • $14.99

Buy now from your local hobby shop!
Shop at KalmbachHobbyStore.com
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GREAT 
GIFT 

IDEA!



Red Owl® Grocery Store
SKU# 279-3472 ............. $99.99
Also available in HO scale

Morton® Salt Factory
SKU# 279-3847 ....... $99.99
Also available in HO scale

York Hotel Royale
SKU# 279-3973 ..... $119.99

Watkin's City Block
SKU# 279-3971 ............ $99.99
Also available in HO scale

Sally's Restoration Shop
SKU# 279-4032 ............ $99.99

Wally's Service Station
SKU# 279-4431 ............ $99.99

Ranch House on Cedar Ave
SKU# 279-3970 ............. $69.99

Pepsi® Bottling Plant
SKU# 279-3860 ..... $99.99
Also available in HO scale

World Headquarters
SKU# 279-3972 ..... $119.99

Fire Station No.12
SKU# 279-3848 ............. $99.99
Also available in HO scale

Bus Maintenance Facility
SKU# 279-4033 ............. $99.99

24" Single Track Train Bridge
SKU# 279-4030 ............... $69.99
24" Dual Track Train Bridge
SKU# 279-4031 ............... $79.99

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO ORDER, VISIT MENARDS.COM/TRAINS.

WE SELL MOST OF OUR TRAIN ITEMS ONLINE 24/7, 365 DAYS A YEAR! WE STOCK SELECTED ITEMS IN OUR STORES DURING THE CHRISTMAS SEASON.
 

Red Barn
(279-4430) ... $89.99

Plug & Play Lighted
Menards® Stake Truck (279-4207) ... $29.99

Fully lit with Five LED Yard Lights
and a Silo with Red LED Light on Top!

Includes a Farmer, Four Cows, Two Trees,  
Two Round Bales and Jack the German Shepherd!

O Gauge Tubular 

TRACK!
Strong, Quiet!
& Inexpensive!

Handcrafted Original Designs
By

Features a Revolving
Rooster Weather Vane!

Lighted Billboard
SKU# 279-3693 ............... $19.99

Includes 26
Interchangeable

Decals!

72” Curve

96” Curve

54” Curve

42” Curve

36” Curve

31” Curve

10” Straight

30” Straight


