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Rolling Stock 
LIO682659 Rock Island 60’ Boxcar ........... $67.99 
LIO682690 Coke Anniversary Boxcar ....... $63.99 
LIO682702 Ontario Northern PS4 Flatcar . $67.99 
LIO682703 Burlington Northern PS4 Flat .. $67.99 
LIO682704 D&RGW PS4 Flatcar .............. $67.99 
LIO682705 Reading PS4 Flatcar .............. $67.99 
LIO682706 Southern PS4 Flatcar ............. $67.99 
LIO682840 Santa Fe PS4 Flat w. Trailer ... $82.99 
LIO682841 Erie Lack PS4 Flat w. Trailer .. $82.99 
LIO682842 GN PS4 Flat w. Trailer ............ $82.99 
LIO682843 WM PS4 Flat w. Trailer ........... $82.99 
LIO682844 PRR PS4 Flat w. Trailer .......... $82.99 
LIO682855 ADM Unibody Tank ................. $56.99 
LIO682856 GTAX Unibody Tank ............... $56.99 
LIO682857 AFPX Unibody Tank ................ $56.99 
LIO682858 Shell Unibody Tank  ................ $56.99 
LIO682859 Englehard Unibody Tank ........ $56.99 
LIO682860 Penn Central 52’-6” Gondola .. $67.99 
LIO682861 Erie Lack 52’-6” Gondola ........ $67.99 
LIO682862 Frisco 52’-6” Gondola ............. $67.99 
LIO682863 CB&Q 52’-6” Gondola ............. $67.99 
LIO682864 NYC 52’-6” Gondola ............... $67.99 
LIO682865 PRR N5B Caboose (REA) ...... $67.99 
LIO682866 PRR N5B Caboose (Orange) . $67.99 
LIO682867 PRR N5B Caboose (Tuscan) .. $67.99 
LIO682868 New Haven N5B Caboose ...... $67.99 
LIO682878 Smithsonian Boxcar ................ $63.99 
LIO682913 Winnie The Pooh Boxcar ........ $63.99 
LIO682947 Wonderwoman/Green Arrow $125.99 
LIO682950 Aquaman/Martianman Bxcars$125.99 
LIO683242 Shell Single Dome Tank Car ... $55.99 
LIO683251 Poultry Sound Dispatch Stock $89.99 
MTH2043004 Strasburg Paradise Obs ... $109.99 
MTH2062066 Strasburg Pass 3 Pack ..... $249.99 
MTH2093650 CSX 50’ High Cube Boxcar $59.99 
MTH2093655 Tropicana 50’ DD Boxcar .... $57.99 
MTH2093665 C&O PS-1 Boxcar ............... $55.99 
MTH2093687 UP 50’ High Cube Boxcar ... $59.99 
MTH2093688 NS 50’ High Cube Boxcar ... $59.99 
MTH2094260 Tropicana Reefer ................ $53.99 
MTH2094267 PRR R50B Reefer .............. $64.99 
MTH2095187 NASA 47’ HD Flat ............... $59.99 
MTH2097851 BNSF Coalporter ................ $59.99 
MTH2097852 NS Coalporter ..................... $59.99 
MTH2098986 CP Rail Flat w. Container.... $56.99 
MTH3073444 CSX Modern Tank ............... $44.99 
MTH3073473 NASA Smoking Tank........... $59.99 
MTH3073495 Union 76 Tank Car .............. $47.99 

MTH Engines 
MTH2036581 PRR 4-6-0 G-5S w. PS3 ... $889.99 
MTH20205051 PRR ES44AC w. PS3 ..... $429.99 
MTH20205071 GE Hybrid #2015 w. PS3 $439.99 
MTH20205831 BN SD40-2 w. PS3 ......... $419.99 
MTH20205841 NS SD40-2 w. PS3 ......... $419.99 
MTH20205931 First Responders SD60E $429.99 
MTH20205941 NS Veterans SD60E ....... $429.99 
MTH20205951 NS Go-Rail SD60E ......... $429.99 
MTH20206481 NS GP38-2 W. PS3 ........ $419.99 
MTH20206551 EL(NS) SD45 w. PS3 ...... $409.99 
MTH20206601 SF Dash 9 w. PS3 .......... $409.99 
MTH202066XX 31/41 BNSF Dash 9 PS3 $409.99 
MTH202067XX 31/41 CSX GP30 w.PS3 $409.99 
MTH202068XX 01/11 MBTA F40ph PS3 . $399.99 
MTH202068XX 31/41 Amtrak F40ph PS3 $399.99 
MTH30203151 GE Hybrid #2010 w. PS3 $289.99 
MTH30203281 KCS SW1500 w. PS3 ..... $274.99 
MTH30203541 RS33S Red Bird 4 Pk ..... $399.99 
MTH30203561 RS33S Work Train 4 pk .. $399.99 
MTH30203621 Veterans SD70 w. Cab ... $334.99 
MTH30203641 Long Island ES44 w. PS3 $284.99 
MTH30203651 BNSF ES44 w. PS3 ........ $284.99 

**SALE ITEMS** 
Lionel Passenger Cars 

LIO615319 Santa Fe Streamline 2 Pk .....$125.00 
LIO615577 NYC Heavyweight 3 Pk .........$175.00 
LIO619087 C&O Heavyweight 4 Pk ........$250.00 
LIO625153 B&O Baby Madison 2 Pk ........$84.99 
LIO625176 UP Baby Madison Bag w.snd .$99.99 
LIO625177 B&O Baby Madisn Bag w.snd $99.99 
LIO625656 C&A Heavyweight 4 Pack .....$299.99 
LIO625713 NYC Heavyweight 4 Pack .....$299.99 
LIO635167 PRR Baby Madison Diner .......$29.99 
LIO635168 PRR Baby Madison Coach .....$37.99 
LIO681644 Chessie Baby Madison 3 Pk $119.99 
LIO681768 Chessie Baby Madison 2 Pk ..$84.99 
LIO681769 Chessie Baby Madison 2 Pk ..$84.99 
LIO681649 SP Daylight Baby Mad 3 Pk . $119.99 
LIO681773 SP Daylight Baby Madis 2 Pk $84.99 
LIO681774 SP Daylight Baby Madis 2 Pk $84.99 
LIO681739 SF Baby Madison 3 Pk ......... $119.99 
LIO681778 SF Baby Madison 2 Pk #1 ......$84.99 
LIO681779 SF Baby Madison 2 Pk #2 ......$84.99 
LIO681744 CP Baby Madison 3 Pack ..... $119.99 
LIO681783 CP Baby Madison 2 Pack #1 ..$84.99 
LIO681784 CP Baby Madison 2 Pack #2 ..$84.99 
LIO681749 Pullman Baby Madison 3 Pk $119.99 
LIO681764 Pullman Baby Madison 2 Pk ..$84.99 
LIO681759 NYC Baby Madison 2 Pack #1$84.99 
LIO681760 NYC Baby Madison 2 Pack #2$84.99 

O Freight Cars 
LIO615054 C&NW Woodside Reefer ........$29.99 
LIO615060 K-Line by Lionel Boxcar .........$24.99 
LIO615074 Mr. Goodbar Reefer ................$37.99 
LIO615084 GN High-Cube Boxcar ............$29.99 
LIO615098 Lone Ranger Boxcar ...............$39.99 
LIO625041 UPS Centennial Boxcar #1 .....$32.99 
LIO625042 UPS Centennial  Boxcar #2 ....$32.99 
LIO625050 BC Hi Cube Boxcar .................$24.99 
LIO626199 PFE Wood Reefer ....................$22.99 
LIO626435 B&M Hopper Ice Breaker ........$29.99 
LIO626877 US Army Missile Sound Car ...$99.99 
LIO627080 Lionel Vison Boxcar ...............$24.99 
LIO627086 GT 60’ Boxcar ..........................$49.99 
LIO627221 CB&Q DD Boxcar ....................$42.99 
LIO627286 PW Scale 6464 2pk .................$89.99 
LIO627496 Polar RR Covered Hopper ......$43.99 
LIO627642 VGN NE Scale Caboose .........$54.99 
LIO627771 REA Reefer car ........................$34.99 
LIO629812 ATSF Hot Box Reefer ..............$49.99 
LIO637086 Lionelville Fish Aquarium ......$49.99 
LIO639358 BSA Be Prepared Boxcar .......$41.99 
LIO639360 Cub Scouts Boxcar .................$41.99 
LIO639362 Thomas Kinkd Emerald Box ..$37.99 
MTH2097325 CSX Rapid Discharge Hop .$46.99 
MTH2098921 RF&P Auto Carrier ..............$59.99 
MTH2098971 Lehigh Valley Crane ............$69.99 
MTH2098972 Lehigh Valley Crane Tend...$54.99 
MTH3072139 CSX Gondola w. Junk Load$35.99 

**AMERICAN FLYER SALE ITEMS** 
LIO642535 Virginian SD70ACe Legacy ..$369.00 
LIO642537 Wabash SD70ACe Legacy ....$369.00 
LIO642542 C of G ES44AC Powered ......$284.99 
LIO642544 Conrail ES44AC Powered ....$284.99 
LIO642546 Interstate ES44AC Powered .$284.99 
LIO642550 NKP ES44AC Powered .........$284.99 
LIO642552 N&W ES44AC Powered ........$284.99 
 

Lionel Legacy Locomotives 
LIO681140 Conrail SD70MAC #4133 ...... $449.99 
LIO681190 WP Heavy Mikado ............... $1099.99 
LIO681191 Erie Heavy Mikado ............... $1099.99 
LIO681994 NKP Heavy Mikado ............. $1099.99 
LIO681209 CNJ Trainmaster H24-66 ....... $409.99 
LIO68121X 1/2 Reading Trainmaster ....... $409.99 
LIO681510 Erie FA-2 AA .......................... $559.99 
LIO68211X 8/9 GM&O S2 Diesel ............. $479.99 
LIO68212X 8/9 C&O GP30 ...................... $479.99 
LIO682130 EMD GP30 ............................ $479.99 
LIO68213X 4/5 GM&O GP30 ................... $479.99 
LIO682136 N&W GP30 Black .................. $479.99 
LIO682137 N&W GP30 Blue .................... $479.99 
LIO68213X 8/9 MR GP30  ....................... $479.99 
LIO682208 N&W Lionmaster Class A  ..... $839.99 
LIO682209 NS ES44AC #8056 ................ $569.99 
LIO682213 KCS Naked Bell ES44AC ...... $569.99 
LIO682214 KCS Southern Bell ES44AC .. $569.99 
LIO682215 Santa Fe ES44AC ................. $569.99 
LIO68221# 8/9 FEC ES44AC ................... $569.99 
LIO682220 Southern Pacific Alco PA AA .. $864.99 
LIO682223 Rio Grande Alco PA AA ......... $864.99 
LIO682226 Lehigh Valley Alco PA AA ...... $864.99 
LIO682235 PRR Alco PA AA .................... $864.99 
LIO682238 Southern Alco PA AA ............. $864.99 
LIO682272 NH 4-6-0 #816 ....................... $659.99 
LIO68227X 4/5 B&O/Chessie SD40 ......... $556.99 
LIO68227X 8/9 Grand Trunk SD40 .......... $556.99 
LIO68228X 0/1 MOPAC SD40 ................. $556.99 
LIO68228X 2/3 Conrail SD40 ................... $556.99 
LIO682284 Conrail Savings Bonds SD40 $556.99 
LIO682453 Amtrak F40PH PV2 ............... $474.99 
LIO68245X 5/6 Amtrak F40PH PV3 ......... $474.99 
LIO68246X 0/1 CSX F40PH ..................... $474.99 
LIO682528 NYC Empire State Expr Set $1669.99 
LIO682535 NYC J3a Hudson PT Tender $1289.99 
LIO682537 NYC J3a Hudson J3 Tender  $1289.99 
LIO682694 UP L-master Challenger blk .. $869.99 
LIO682695 UP L-master Challenger gry .. $869.99 
LIO682697 D&RGW L-master Chalenger $869.99 
LIO682698 WM Lionmaster Challenger ... $869.99 
LIO682752 PRR Vison GG1 #4877 ....... $1239.99 
LIO682754 PC Vison GG1 #4828 .......... $1239.99 
LIO682755 Amtrak Vison GG1 #926 ...... $1239.99 
LIO68275X 7/8 CP SD90MAC ................. $543.99 
LIO6827XX 59/60 NS SD90MAC ............. $543.99 
LIO68276X 1/2 UP SD90MAC ................. $543.99 
LIO68276X 3/4 UP SD90MAC “Deliver” ... $543.99 
LIO682768 C&O Allegheny #1604 ......... $1849.99 
LIO682785 BN GP9 #1804 ...................... $469.99 
LIO68278X 6/7 Chessie GP9 ................... $469.99 
LIO68278X 8/9 Rio Grande GP9 .............. $469.99 
LIO68279X 4/5 Southern GP9 ................. $469.99 
LIO682810 UP FEF-3 #835 .................... $1424.99  
LIO682813 Cass Railway Heisler ........... $1109.99 
LIO682814 Kinzua Pine Heisler ............. $1109.99 
LIO683165 PRR Vison GG1 #4899 ....... $1239.99 
LIO683166 PRR Vison GG1 #4800 ....... $1239.99 
LIO683167 Conrail Vison GG1 #4800 .... $1239.99 
LIO68319X 5-6 SP GS4 ......................... $1434.99 
LIO6831XX 98-01 Reading T1 ............... $1439.99 

Nicholas Smith EXCLUSIVES 
LIO683953 Phillies/Amoroso Boxcar .......... $84.99 
MTH305145 PTC Bump & Go Trolley ........ $74.99 
MTH2043004 Strasburg Paradise Obs .... $109.99 
MTH3090523 Thunderbird Roadside Stand$44.99 
MTH30204031 Wilmington & Western SW1 ....... $299.99 
MTH20207721 NJT P40 #4800 Genesis  $444.99 
MTH20207731 NJT P40 #4803 Genesis  $444.99 
MTH20207741 ConDot P40 #836 ............ $444.99 
MTH20207751 Amtrak 44 Ton #1100 ....... $399.99 

 

www.nicholassmithtrains.com 

NICHOLAS SMITH TRAINS 
MODEL RAILROADING FOR ALL SEASONS® 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE, or GIVE US A CALL 
2343 West Chester Pike Broomall, PA 19008  

Just 1 Minute off I-476 Exit 9 
August. 2017 Classic Toy Trains Ad ● 107 Years Selling Lionel 

Prices Subject to Change Without Notice. Store Hours M,W,F 10-9 • T&TH 10-7 • Sat 10-5 • Sun 10-5 (Nov-Dec)  

 
 

MIN. Order: $30.00 -15% Restocking Fee on Returns  
Product information (610) 353.8585 

ORDERS ONLY: (800) 848.9119 ● Fax (610) 359.9846 
Most domestic orders will follow shipping schedule below* 

$0.00 - $500.00 - $13.00 
$500.01- $1100.00 - $17.00 

$1100.01 - $1500.00 - $26.00 
*Orders with Track, Power & Control Devices, Sets, Expansion 
Packs, Oversized Items, & SALE ITEMS will be charged Actual 

Shipping 
 No P.O. Box’s, PA Residents Add 6% Sales Tax 

Not responsible for typographical errors   

Join us for our Third Annual  
Tent Sale & Open House 

  

August 11-12, 2017 
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HOW-TO 
Build a modern-style diesel 
engine service platform
Add this easy-to-make, great-
looking structure to your terminal 
in about four hours!
BY STAN TRZONIEC

POSTWAR GREATS 
Lionel’s fab four for 1957
Sixty years ago, with sales slumping, 
the train maker unveiled four mem-
orable products. 
BY LEN CARPARELLI

Setting down roots
The Kearney family finally builds its 
dazzling 17 x 26-foot Ohio & South-
western Ry. 
BY ROGER CARP
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MARX TRAINS
Inspired by the past
One of the founders of modern 
Marx Trains reflects on the origins 
of its colorful trolleys. 
BY JAMES R. FLYNN

Striking the right balance
Action and authenticity make a win-
ning O gauge combination for Neal 
Zoumboukos.
BY ROGER CARP

AMERICAN FLYER
Twice the talents
A fantastic 6 x 18-foot S gauge layout 
showcases the blending of Rich and 
Nancy Parsons’ talents. 
BY ROGER CARP

WEEKEND WORKSHOP
American Flyer truck rehab
Cracked die-cast metal trucks have 
sidelined many postwar S gauge cars. 
Here’s how to repair broken trucks. 
BY LEE OLSON

	 4	 Editor’s Desk
		  The eyes of an artist

	 6	 Letters

	 8	 Photo Album

	 12	 News
A mobile home from Wood-
land Scenics, freight cars from 
Menards, and artwork from a 
legendary Lionel illustrator.

	 16	 Questions & Answers

	 19	 Collectible Classics
Lionel no. 6805 atomic 
energy disposal car

	 20	 Views From The 	
		  Underground

	 56	 Reviews
S gauge Electro-Motive F3 die-
sel from MTH and O gauge 
troop cars from Atlas O.

	 65	 Ad Index

	 66	 Tips, Tools, & Techniques

CLASSIC TOY TRAINS (ISSN 0895-0997, USPS 005-466) is published 
monthly except for April, June, and August by Kalmbach Publishing Co., 
21027 Crossroads Circle, P.O. Box 1612, Waukesha, WI 53187-1612. Periodi-
cals postage paid at Waukesha, Wis., and additional offices. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to CLASSIC TOY TRAINS,  PO Box 62320, Tampa, FL 
33662-2320. Canada Publication Mail Agreement #40010760.

 IN EVERY ISSUE [ COVER STORY ]
Lionel’s iconic artist
Meet Robert Sherman, the catalog 
illustrator who brought our postwar 
O gauge dreams to life. 
BY ROGER CARP
COVER ILLUSTRATION BY ROBERT SHERMAN
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MTH2098972 Lehigh Valley Crane Tend...$54.99 
MTH3072139 CSX Gondola w. Junk Load$35.99 

**AMERICAN FLYER SALE ITEMS** 
LIO642535 Virginian SD70ACe Legacy ..$369.00 
LIO642537 Wabash SD70ACe Legacy ....$369.00 
LIO642542 C of G ES44AC Powered ......$284.99 
LIO642544 Conrail ES44AC Powered ....$284.99 
LIO642546 Interstate ES44AC Powered .$284.99 
LIO642550 NKP ES44AC Powered .........$284.99 
LIO642552 N&W ES44AC Powered ........$284.99 
 

Lionel Legacy Locomotives 
LIO681140 Conrail SD70MAC #4133 ...... $449.99 
LIO681190 WP Heavy Mikado ............... $1099.99 
LIO681191 Erie Heavy Mikado ............... $1099.99 
LIO681994 NKP Heavy Mikado ............. $1099.99 
LIO681209 CNJ Trainmaster H24-66 ....... $409.99 
LIO68121X 1/2 Reading Trainmaster ....... $409.99 
LIO681510 Erie FA-2 AA .......................... $559.99 
LIO68211X 8/9 GM&O S2 Diesel ............. $479.99 
LIO68212X 8/9 C&O GP30 ...................... $479.99 
LIO682130 EMD GP30 ............................ $479.99 
LIO68213X 4/5 GM&O GP30 ................... $479.99 
LIO682136 N&W GP30 Black .................. $479.99 
LIO682137 N&W GP30 Blue .................... $479.99 
LIO68213X 8/9 MR GP30  ....................... $479.99 
LIO682208 N&W Lionmaster Class A  ..... $839.99 
LIO682209 NS ES44AC #8056 ................ $569.99 
LIO682213 KCS Naked Bell ES44AC ...... $569.99 
LIO682214 KCS Southern Bell ES44AC .. $569.99 
LIO682215 Santa Fe ES44AC ................. $569.99 
LIO68221# 8/9 FEC ES44AC ................... $569.99 
LIO682220 Southern Pacific Alco PA AA .. $864.99 
LIO682223 Rio Grande Alco PA AA ......... $864.99 
LIO682226 Lehigh Valley Alco PA AA ...... $864.99 
LIO682235 PRR Alco PA AA .................... $864.99 
LIO682238 Southern Alco PA AA ............. $864.99 
LIO682272 NH 4-6-0 #816 ....................... $659.99 
LIO68227X 4/5 B&O/Chessie SD40 ......... $556.99 
LIO68227X 8/9 Grand Trunk SD40 .......... $556.99 
LIO68228X 0/1 MOPAC SD40 ................. $556.99 
LIO68228X 2/3 Conrail SD40 ................... $556.99 
LIO682284 Conrail Savings Bonds SD40 $556.99 
LIO682453 Amtrak F40PH PV2 ............... $474.99 
LIO68245X 5/6 Amtrak F40PH PV3 ......... $474.99 
LIO68246X 0/1 CSX F40PH ..................... $474.99 
LIO682528 NYC Empire State Expr Set $1669.99 
LIO682535 NYC J3a Hudson PT Tender $1289.99 
LIO682537 NYC J3a Hudson J3 Tender  $1289.99 
LIO682694 UP L-master Challenger blk .. $869.99 
LIO682695 UP L-master Challenger gry .. $869.99 
LIO682697 D&RGW L-master Chalenger $869.99 
LIO682698 WM Lionmaster Challenger ... $869.99 
LIO682752 PRR Vison GG1 #4877 ....... $1239.99 
LIO682754 PC Vison GG1 #4828 .......... $1239.99 
LIO682755 Amtrak Vison GG1 #926 ...... $1239.99 
LIO68275X 7/8 CP SD90MAC ................. $543.99 
LIO6827XX 59/60 NS SD90MAC ............. $543.99 
LIO68276X 1/2 UP SD90MAC ................. $543.99 
LIO68276X 3/4 UP SD90MAC “Deliver” ... $543.99 
LIO682768 C&O Allegheny #1604 ......... $1849.99 
LIO682785 BN GP9 #1804 ...................... $469.99 
LIO68278X 6/7 Chessie GP9 ................... $469.99 
LIO68278X 8/9 Rio Grande GP9 .............. $469.99 
LIO68279X 4/5 Southern GP9 ................. $469.99 
LIO682810 UP FEF-3 #835 .................... $1424.99  
LIO682813 Cass Railway Heisler ........... $1109.99 
LIO682814 Kinzua Pine Heisler ............. $1109.99 
LIO683165 PRR Vison GG1 #4899 ....... $1239.99 
LIO683166 PRR Vison GG1 #4800 ....... $1239.99 
LIO683167 Conrail Vison GG1 #4800 .... $1239.99 
LIO68319X 5-6 SP GS4 ......................... $1434.99 
LIO6831XX 98-01 Reading T1 ............... $1439.99 

Nicholas Smith EXCLUSIVES 
LIO683953 Phillies/Amoroso Boxcar .......... $84.99 
MTH305145 PTC Bump & Go Trolley ........ $74.99 
MTH2043004 Strasburg Paradise Obs .... $109.99 
MTH3090523 Thunderbird Roadside Stand$44.99 
MTH30204031 Wilmington & Western SW1 ....... $299.99 
MTH20207721 NJT P40 #4800 Genesis  $444.99 
MTH20207731 NJT P40 #4803 Genesis  $444.99 
MTH20207741 ConDot P40 #836 ............ $444.99 
MTH20207751 Amtrak 44 Ton #1100 ....... $399.99 

 

www.nicholassmithtrains.com 

NICHOLAS SMITH TRAINS 
MODEL RAILROADING FOR ALL SEASONS® 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE, or GIVE US A CALL 
2343 West Chester Pike Broomall, PA 19008  

Just 1 Minute off I-476 Exit 9 
August. 2017 Classic Toy Trains Ad ● 107 Years Selling Lionel 

Prices Subject to Change Without Notice. Store Hours M,W,F 10-9 • T&TH 10-7 • Sat 10-5 • Sun 10-5 (Nov-Dec)  

 
 

MIN. Order: $30.00 -15% Restocking Fee on Returns  
Product information (610) 353.8585 

ORDERS ONLY: (800) 848.9119 ● Fax (610) 359.9846 
Most domestic orders will follow shipping schedule below* 

$0.00 - $500.00 - $13.00 
$500.01- $1100.00 - $17.00 

$1100.01 - $1500.00 - $26.00 
*Orders with Track, Power & Control Devices, Sets, Expansion 
Packs, Oversized Items, & SALE ITEMS will be charged Actual 

Shipping 
 No P.O. Box’s, PA Residents Add 6% Sales Tax 

Not responsible for typographical errors   

Join us for our Third Annual  
Tent Sale & Open House 

  

August 11-12, 2017 
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The eyes of an artist 
HOW LIONEL’S POSTWAR CATALOG ILLUSTRATOR ENDED UP WORKING WITH CTT

Robert M. Sherman under-
stood the magic of electric 
trains, and he had the rare 
ability of capturing that 

magic in brilliant illustrations. If 
you were a child in the postwar 
years, daydreaming through the 
pages of the latest Lionel catalog, 
you were entering a visual world 
largely created by Bob Sherman. 

Born in 1912, Sherman played 
with Lionel trains as a boy and 
even visited the company’s Man-
hattan showroom to see the then-
current Standard gauge layout. 
Years later, as an illustrator employed in Lionel’s advertising 
department, Sherman would design the track plan for the 1949 
showroom layout.

Sherman worked as a consulting editor for Model Builder,  
Lionel’s in-house model railroading magazine. He drew illustra-
tions for the Lionel-sponsored book Model Railroading, pub-
lished by Bantam, and The Golden Book of Trains, published by 
Simon & Schuster Books with the cooperation of Lionel. 

Of course, most of Bob’s hours were occupied with the illus-
trations that would form the backbone of the yearly consumer 
catalog. Working with a 2H pencil, Sherman needed about two 

weeks of painstaking effort to 
create the line drawings for a sin-
gle two-page catalog spread. 
Other artists added color at a 
later stage. 

Sherman left Lionel at the end 
of the 1950s. In 1991, author Bill 
Curtis interviewed him for a Feb-
ruary 1992 Classic Toy Trains 
article. 

“The outfits were illustrated in 
a very dramatic perspective,” 
Sherman told Curtis. “The Santa 
Fe streamliner I drew in the 1952 
catalog (shown at left) is a good 

example. You couldn’t do this using a mechanical device. It takes 
the eyes and hands of an artist.” 

Then nearly 80 years old, Sherman had lost none of his abili-
ties. In fact, CTT commissioned him to do three paintings show-
ing classic Lionel locomotives in catalog-like settings. Prints of 
these paintings, including the one on our cover, are available at 
www.KalmbachHobbyStore.com/CTTPosters. You can view 
Bob’s work on page 22 and read more about the man who drew 
postwar dreams.
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 The club for O-Gauge Operators! 

For club or car info, visit www.lots-trains.org or call (513) 598-8240 

  A Rich Haul!  We pay tribute to an historic
  narrow gauge RR and Colorado's silver boom 
  with this pair of ore cars from the legendary 
  Matchless Mine.  The 6 5/8" long cars feature 
  die-cast sprung trucks, operating couplers,  
  and simulated silver load.  Just $110/set plus 
  S&H.  Expected delivery December, 2017.   

Join LOTS Today! 
Membership benefits include: 
* Switcher magazine (still 6 times/year). 
* Exciting Conventions:   
   Manchester, NH -- July 8-14, 2018. 
* Limited edition Lionel cars available 
   exclusively to club members. 
* Excellent website; great friendships. 

Final production graphics may vary. 
Available only to club members. 

GARGRAVES TRACKAGE CORP
CTT • 05/01/2016 • 2C • 1/6 H
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SKILLS ARE IMPORTANT – AND SO ARE SPARE PARTS
Parts availability

I thank Lionel for stocking the parts we 
need to keep our toy trains running, but I 
am concerned the DC can motors cur-
rently in use by all the major train makers 
may not be available in the future.

I repair VHS video cassette recorders, 
and one of the most common problems I 
encounter is loss of power from age and 
use. Often all I need to do to repair a VCR 
is replace its DC can motor. 

Already I find that two of my Lionel 
locomotives do not have replacement 
motors available: the nos. 11107 Southern 
Pacific Cab-Forward steam locomotive 
and the 28225 SP diesel.

I loved the older-style AC motors. 

After cleaning the armature and replacing 
the brushes those motors would be as 
good as new. 

At some point I may need to chuck a 
non-performing DC motor into a lathe in 
order to open the housing for repairs. I am 
not looking forward to that.

Roger Graeber
 Sebastopol, Calif.

The best hobby
I know our hobby is changing. Every-

thing does, as a matter of course. But pre-
serving the skills necessary for scratch 
building is the same as preserving the abil-
ity to create the personal, perfect piece of 
miniature reality that is a model railroad. 

Several years ago, I built a model of a 
historic mill that once stood in the small 
town in which I live. I donated that model 
to the local historical society, and it is now 
displayed in the society’s museum. I credit 
my years of model railroading experience 
for giving me the skills necessary to build 
that model.

I mention this simply because this 
hobby is a learning experience, and the 
skills it develops have utility beyond the 
bounds of the model railroad itself.

I cannot imagine a world without 
model railroading. It is the best hobby in 
the world.

Jim Walbert
Occoquan, Va.

Modern DC can motors like  
those used in this Lionel LionMaster  
Cab-Forward locomotive from 10 years ago offer 
excellent performance. But are replacement parts available?

Visit us at: www.rossswitches.com

1-800-331-1395 Call for Free Color Catalog 
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and controllers

Not Shown
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All RCS
Products 

are Proudly
Hand Made
in the USA



SIDE TRACK HOBBIES
CTT • 07/01/2017 • BW • 1 PG

ITEM  LIONEL ENGINES OUR PRICE
11106 #746 J CLASS LOCOMOTIVE AND TENDER RAILSOUNDS 408 $529.00
11127 SOUTHERN PACIFIC GS-4 #4436 WLEGACY L7V1 $1,049.00
11291 WEYERHAEUSER 2-6-0 MOGUL STM LOCO CONV. MSRP 549.99 L11V2 $499.00
11330 POLAR RAILROAD K4 LEGACY STEAM LOCO MSRP 899.99 LC12 $699.00
11331 POLAR RAILROAD K4 CONVENTIONAL STM LOCO L11C $569.00
11335 BLUE COMET 4-6-2 PACIFIC LEGACY L12V1 $1,199.00
11364 MEADOW RIVER LEGACY 2-TRUCK SHAY STEAM LOCO L12V1 $945.00
11391 ILLINOIS CENTRAL BERKSHIRE STEAM LOCO MSRP 1249.99 L12V1 $899.00
11413 UNDECORATED 4-8-4 J-CLASS PILOT MSRP 1299.99 L15V1 $749.00
11414 N&W J-CLASS #612 STD O SCAKE MSRP 1299.99 L12V2 (NOTES) $1,199.00
11418 GS-6 4-8-4 PILOT STD O SCALE STEAM LOCO MSRP 1299.99 L14V1 $749.00
14500 KANSAS CITY SOUTHERN F3 AA SOLD W27661 KSC EXT. VIS CABOOSE $699.00
14541 C&O F-3 B-UNIT $275.00
18010 PENNSYLVANIA S-2 6-8-6 TURBINE RAILSOUNDS 496 $899.00
18011 CHESSIE T-1 484 STEAM LOCOMOTIVE RAILSOUNDS $595.00
18023 WESTERN MARYLAND #6 SHAY W17511 LOGGING 3 PK $850.00
18034 SANTA FE MIKADO STEAM LOCO & TENDER  $455.00
18043 C.& O. STREAMLINED HUDSON WRS’S II 307 $549.00
18045 NYC COMMODORE VANDERBILT (SILVERGREY) TMCC - RAILSOUMDS $799.00
18052 #238E PENN TORPEDO TMCC - RAILSOUNDS 1997 $499.00
18053 LCC #726 BERKSHIRE STEAM LOCO $595.00
18057 LCC #671 TURBINE STM. LOCO PENN 1196 $569.00
18068 PA TURBINE TENDER (CENT. CLUB CCRS) $198.00
18107 D&RG ALCO PA-1 ABA CONVENTIONAL DIESEL WRS  $595.00
18130 #2343 SANTA FE F3 AB DIESELTMCC W18134 F3A RS & 18136 F3B $699.00
18140 MILWAUKEE ROAD F3 A-B $579.00
18178 NEW YORK CENTRAL F-3B LIONEL CENTURY CLUB $179.00
18220 CHICAGO & NORTHWESTERN DASH 8 40C WRAILSOUNDS $249.00
18240 CONRAIL DASH 8 - 40 COMMAND CONTROL $229.00
18248 PA ALCO PB-1 DIESEL (DUAL-PWR) $160.00
18331 READING COMMUTER M.U. SET MSRP 569.95  $249.00
18337 READING COMMUTER M.U.NON POWERED SET MSRP 299.95 $149.00
18506 CANADIAN NATIONAL BUDD CARS SOLD WITH 18512 AS SET $469.00
18745 HALLOW’S EVE 4-6-0 STEAM LOCO & TENDER L12RTR $299.00
18775 LIONEL TRAINCHIEF DIESEL WREMOTE SYSTEM 139.95 L16RTR $109.00
18881 CUSTOM SERIES II GP-9 COMMAND CONTROL $250.00
22610 K ALCO FA AA DIESEL WHORN MSRP 229.95 K10V1 $149.00
24503 DENVER RIO GRANDE WESTERN ALCO PB $89.00
24563 PENNSYLVANIA F-3 POWERED B-UNIT MSRP 299.99 $149.00
25582 NYC TRANSIT AUTHORITY SUBWAY PASS (2PK) MSRP 399.99 L9V2 $149.00
28038 UNION PACIFIC COMMAND MSRP 599.95 $399.00
28071 NORTHERN PACIFIC 4-4-2 ATLANTIC MSRP 649.95 $312.00
28076 NICKEL PLATE ROAD 2-6-6-2 MSRP 1399.95 $945.00
28253 CHICAGO & NORTHWESTERN U30C NON POWERED $75.00
28261 MOPAC UP HERITAGE SD70ACe W27603 CABOOSE L7V1 $799.00
28262 WESTERN PACIFIC UP HERITAGE SD70ACe W27619 CABOOSE $649.00
28264 UNION PACIFIC SD79ACe BUILDING AMERICA FLAG $575.00
28272 I LOVE U.S.A. SD60 (DUAL MOTORS) WCABOOSE 29727 $350.00
28316 PA HERITAGE SD70 Ace DIESEL WLEGACY L9V2 $639.00
28318 CONRAIL HERITAGE SD70ACe W29735 CABOOSE L10V1 $899.00
28345 N&W HERITAGE SD70ACe W27639 CABOOSE L10V1 $749.00
28354 CSX GENSET SWITCHER MSRP 799.99 L11V1 $645.00
28554 PENNSYLVANIA RS-11 NP MSRP 169.99 0507 L7V1  $155.00
28559 CHESSIE GP30 LEGACY L07V2 MSRP 459.99  $345.00
28594 WHITE PASS NW-2 SWITCHER MSRP 299.99 L9V1 $145.00
28640 SOUTHERN PACIFIC BERKSHIRE TMCC FROM SET #31963 $165.00
28696 UP BERSHIRE JR. LOCO AND TENDER $499.00
34504 B&O F3 (NON-POWERED) $200.00
34545 RIO GRANDE F-3 B-UNIT MSRP 269.99 L7V2 $139.00
34625 NORTHERN PACIFIC F3 AA SET LEGACY MSRP 699.99 L11V1 $595.00
34628 NORTHERN PACIFIC F3 POWERED B-UNIT MSRP 379.99 L11V1  $279.00

34633 FRISCO F-3 POWERED B-UNIT MSRP 379.99 L11V1 $246.00
34634 FRISCO F-3 (NP) B-UNIT MSRP 239.99 L11V1 $151.00
34689 WESTERN MARYLAND F7 AA DIESEL MSRP 729.99 L12V1  $595.00
34692 WESTERN MARYLAND F7 POWERED B-UNIT MSRP 399.99 L12V1 $325.00
34693 WESTERN MARYLAND F7 (NP) B-UNIT MSRP 249.99 L12V1  $179.00
34754 ALASKA LEGACY #1210 C-420 DIESEL MSRP 529.99 L12V1 $429.00
34755 ALASKA LEGACY #1214 C-420 DIESEL MSRP 529.99 L12V1 $429.00
34756 ALASKA #1217 (NP) C-420 DIESEL MSRP 259.99 L12V1 $199.00
35499 ALASKA (NP) COACH MSRP 129.99 L11V1  $99.00
38144 C&O F-3 AA SET MSRP 699.95  $425.00
38160 PENN F-B-2 MSRP 199.95 $69.00
38161 MKT FB-B UNIT MSRP 199.95 $69.00
38219 TEXAN TEXAS SPECIAL FT B-UNIT MSRP 119.99 L14V1 $89.00
38234 PENN GG-1 (SILVER) MSRP 329.99 L12V1 $189.00
38357 #221P U.S. MARINE CORPS ALCO POWERED A-UNIT 299.99 L14V2 $217.00
38371 #2031 ROCK ISLAND ALCO AA SET MSRP 299.99 L12V1 $246.00
38377 #23363T ILLINOIS CENTRAL F3 (NP) A-UNIT L13V1 $169.00
38386 WABASH #2367 AB SET (TRADITIONAL) MSRP 499.99 L14V2 $329.00
38401 NYC JET POWERED RDC BUDD MSRP 299.99 L10V1 $229.00
38405 CSX HERITAGE CHESSIE #8451 AC6000 W27652 CABOOSE L14V1 $845.00
38406 CSX HERITAGE CHESSIE #2659 AC6000 L14V1 $695.00
38408 CSX HERITAGE WESTERN MARYLAND AC6000 #2659 L11V1 $549.00
38418 BN BICENTENNIAL U30C #1777 W27665 CABOOSE L11V1 $589.00
38425 ROCK ISLAND PWD. JET BUDD RDC SET W35497 COMBINE & 35498 COACH  $599.00
38428 ALASKA POWERED BUDD COACH MSRP 299.99 L11V1 $199.00
38429 NYC M-497 POWERED JET CAR L11V1 $325.00
38563 BALTIMORE & OHIO RF-16 AA SET MSRP 729.99 L14V2 $455.00
38573 SOUTHERN PACIFIC RF-16 AA SET MSRP 729.99 L14V2 $455.00
38577 SOUTHERN PACIFIC RF-16 (NP) B-UNIT MSRP 249.99 L14V2 $199.00
38585 NORFOLF SOUTHERN LEGACY #7203 SD80MAC L12V1 $599.00
38644 TEXAS & PACIFIC MIKADO JR WTMCC MSRP 399.99 $299.00
38701 BURLINGTON F3 (NP) B-UNIT MSRP 249.99 L12V1 $160.00
38725 BURLINGTON LEGACY #9654 SD80MAC DIESEL L12V1 $549.00
38740 BNSF FRISCO (NP) #1916 HERITAGE MSRP 259.99 L12V1 $169.00
38779 NYC LIONCHIEF PLUS RS-3 MSRP 339.99 L15V1 $249.00
38965 SOUTHERN (NP) #1896 STDO SCALE DIESEL $229.00
38966 NORFOLK SOUTHERN HERITAGE ES44AC #8114 W27694 CABOOSE $699.00
38980 ALASKA (NP) LEGACY GP35 #2502 MSRP 259.99 L13V2 $234.00
38997 CSX LEGACY GP35 #4363 MSRP 499.99 L13V2 $450.00
38998 CSX (NP) LEGACY GP35 #4390 MSRP 259.99 L13V2 $234.00
39544 IRON ‘ARRY REMOTE LOCOMOTIVE 139.99 L14RTR  $95.00
39547 PENNSYLVANIA B-UNIT (NP) MSRP 229.99 L14V2 $179.00
39554 NORFOLK SOUTHERN LEGACY GP35 #3918 MSRP 499.99 L13V2 $429.00
39555 NORFOLK SOUTHERN (NP) LEGACY GP35 #2915 MSRP 259.99 L13V2 $189.00
39582 UNION PACIFIC #9717 DASH-9 DIESEL (NP) MSRP 259.99 L13V1 $239.00
81309 SOUTHERN PACIFIC LIONCHIEF PLUS 4-6-3 MSRP 429.99 L15V1 $299.00
81331 IRON ‘ARRY REMOTE LOCOMOTIVE 139.99 L14RTR  $95.00
81596 UP LEGACY SCALE 4-12-2 STEAM LOCO #9000 L13V2 $1,495.00
81600 PENN LEGACY WEATHERED RF-16 SHARKNOSE AA L13V2 $695.00
82119 GULF MOBILE & OHIO #1007 S2 MSRP 649.99 L14V2  $439.00
82130 EMD DEMONSTRATOR #1962 GP30 MSRP 649.99 L14V2 $439.00
82133 PENN CENTRAL #2246 GP30 MSRP 649.99 L14V2 $439.00
82134 GULF MOBILE & OHIO #501 GP30 MSRP 649.99 L14V2 $439.00
82135 GULF MOBILE & OHIO #521 GP30 MSRP 649.99 L14V2 $439.00
82171 BNSF LIONCHIEF PLUS GP20 MSRP 339.99 L15V $279.00
82173 NORFOLK SOUTHERN (ORG) #10 LIONCHIEF PLUS GP20 L15V1 $279.00
82174 NY SUSQUEHANNA #1800 LIONCHIEF PLUS GP20 L15V1 $279.00
82175 VIRGINIAN LIONCHIEF PLUS RECTIFIER MSRP 339.99 L15V1 $279.00
82181 WESTERN MARYLAND LEGACY 2-8-0 #734 BTO MSRP 799.99 L15V2 $629.00
82206 NORFOLK & WESTERN #1218 CLASS A LIONMASTER BTO 999.99 L16V1 $829.00
82208 NORFOLK & WESTERN #1212 CLASS A LIONMASTER BTO 999.99 L16V1 $829.00
82245 BALTIMORE & OHIO #7620 CLASS A LIONMASTER BTO 999.99 L16V1 $869.00
82274 BALTIMORE & OHIO CHESSIE #7500 SD40 BTO 649.99 L15V1 $519.00
82290 SANTA FE LIONCHIEF PLUS FT AA MSRP 499.99 L15V2 $399.00
82418 ERIE #861 LIONCHIEF PLUS CAMELBACK MSRP 429.99 L15V1 $349.00
82749 PA GG1 #4935 VISIONLINE BTO MSRP 1399.99 L16V1 $1,185.00
82751 PA GG1 #4913 VISIONLINE BTO MSRP 1399.99 L16V1 $1,185.00
82760 NORFOLK SOUTHERN #7245 SD90MAC BTO MSRP 649.99 L16V1 $569.00
82764 UNION PACIFIC #8055 SD90MAC BTO MSRP 649.99 L16V1 $569.00
82770 VIRGINIAN #906 ALLEGHENY 2-6-6-6 STM BTO MSRP 2199.99 L16V1 $1,795.00
82810 UNION PACIFIC LEGACY FEF-3 #835 GRAYHOUND 1699.99 L15V2 BTO $1,379.00
82813 CASS SCENIC LEGACY HEISLER #6 MSRP 1299.99 L15V2 BTO $1,099.00
82816 SAINT REGIS PAPER #92 HEISLER LEGACY STM 1299.99 BTO L15V2 $1,099.00
82828 UNION PACIFIC LIONCHIEF PLUS GP38 MSRP 339.99 L16V1 $289.00
82959 LIONEL 115TH ANNIVERSARY LEGACY BERKSHIRE $1,899.00
82965 LIONCHIEF PLUS SANTA FE HUDSON MSRP 439.99 L16V1 $359.00
82975 BALTIMORE & OHIO LIONCHIEF PLUS A5 0-4-0 449.99 L16V1 $339.00
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▲ JEFF SILK’S O GAUGE LAYOUT
Although trains operating in California in the late 19th century differ dramatically from the road diesels and 
rolling stock seen today, settings like this one near Yosemite National Park hardly change. Towering trees, 
awesome rock formations, and soaring timber trestles are a winning combination for any layout. No wonder 
Jeff Silk enjoys running O gauge models of old-time wood-burning engines as much as he does first-genera-
tion diesels on his 26 x 50-foot layout in Redwood City, Calif. Steve Crise snapped this picture, as he did the 
photos used to illustrate the article about Jeff’s railroad in the September 2013 issue of Classic Toy Trains.

YOUR  PICTURES
PHOTO ALBUM



▲  BOB DAVIS’ S GAUGE LAYOUT
Yellow dominates the S gauge layout Bob Davis has been building since 
the 1970s. Not just the Union Pacific diesels heading matching passen-
ger cars (from the American Flyer line cataloged by Lionel in the early 
1990s), but also leaves on the trees Bob made by hand using materials 
gathered near his home in Old Lyme, Conn. An upcoming Classic Toy 
Trains article on Bob’s 23 x 27-foot layout will show other colors, too.

www.ClassicToyTrains.com    9

▶ WILLIAM VANWEY’S O GAUGE LAYOUT
Plenty of three-railers run Lionel Santa Fe F3 diesels they 
received as kids in the postwar era. At William VanWey’s 
home in Bartlesville, Okla., tubular track and accessories 
give his no. 2343 A-A duo a home. Two steamers were on 
hand when his daughter, Diana Johnson, took this photo.
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PHOTO ALBUM

◀ DONALD MACCORMACK’S     
O GAUGE LAYOUT
Baseball is a big interest of Donald 
MacCormack, whose fine 17 x 23-foot 
O gauge empire will soon be profiled 
in Classic Toy Trains. When he heard 
about Lionel’s no. 12016 four-car sub-
way set honoring the New York City 
teams that battled in the World Series 
of 2000, he burst out of his home in 
Huntsville, Texas, to buy one. Don 
runs it on the top level, while in the 
distance below is his Texas Special 
passenger train. Championing the 
Lone Star State excites Don as well, 
but that’s another story.

▶ BOB SHAW’S O GAUGE  
MODEL RAILROAD
The foreman must be admiring Bob 
Shaw’s MTH New York Central 2-8-2 
Mikado. Photographer Charlie Stoia 
snapped this vignette – one of many 
evocative scenes on Bob’s 21 x 62-foot 
O gauge Moonglow RR, which will be 
featured in an upcoming issue.

▶ RICHARD PARKE’S STANDARD 
AND O GAUGE LAYOUT
Prewar collector and operator Richard 
Parke of Seattle, Wash., named his col-
orful display of vintage and reissued 
Standard and O gauge trains the Tin 
Plate Road. After all, so many of the 
antiques he prizes were produced 
using tinplated sheet steel decorated 
by painting or lithographing. 

◀ DAN MARQUARDT’S O 
GAUGE LAYOUT
Mixing backdrops with scenery can 
make a compact O gauge railroad 
appear larger and more interesting. 
Dan Marquardt gave tips on how to 
achieve that goal when his 8 x 8-foot 
layout was shown in the September 
2013 issue of Classic Toy Trains. Dan 
thought readers would like seeing 
how his display in Darien, Ill., looks 
after dark. A Bowser trolley drops off 
folks eager to patronize the pinball 
outlet just before hitting The Drunken 
Clam (a customized Lionelville 
Pharmacy) to imbibe with Peter, 
Quagmire, and their pals from TV’s 
popular animated series Family Guy.
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PRODUCT NEWS
WITH BOB KELLER

FOR THAT LAKESIDE GETAWAY: Woodland Scenics has added the 
Grillin’ & Chillin’ trailer to its lineup of Built-&-Ready structures for O gauge 
enthusiasts. The fully assembled and decorated mobile home has 
approximately a 5 x 10-inch footprint. There is a large, covered deck, 
greenery, and various detail pieces. The trailer, which has a printed interior 
and LED illumination (made for use with the firm’s Just Plug system), costs 
$94.99. See your local hobby retailer or go to www.woodlandscenics.com 
to order.

A NEW CHRISTMAS TRADITION: The 
Lionel Collectors Club of America (LCCA) 
announces its 2017 All-American Christmas 
car. This year’s O gauge railcar is the fourth 
in the series, and it has festive red, white, 
and blue holiday graphics. The opening 
doors are adorned with the American flag. 
The 10½-inch-long model, made by Lionel 
in the U.S., uses new tooling. It features die-
cast metal sprung trucks, operating 
couplers, and a metal frame. The Christmas 
boxcar can be ordered from the LCCA 
business office. The order deadline is 
November 30, 2017, with delivery expected 
before Christmas. This car is available 
exclusively to LCCA members for $74 plus 
$10 shipping, limit one per member. If you 
are not a member of the LCCA, membership 
starts at $25 per year. Details and order 
forms for the Christmas car can be found at 
www.lionelcollectors.org or by calling 815-
223-0115 during business hours. 

LOCOMOTIVE TEST TRACK: GooddealsDCC has a compact solution for your test track 
needs, with its O and S gauge test tracks made with a non-warping PVC platform and 
installed wired track. Each one is available as a 36-inch-long section or as a two-unit set 
spanning 72 inches. Quick connect latches make longer runs possible. O gauge modelers 
will want the nos. TT-4 test track for $46.95 plus shipping and TT-4XL extended-length track 
for $99.95 plus shipping. S gaugers will prefer the nos. TT-6 test track for $46.95 and the 
TT-6AFXL extended-length track for $99.95. For more information visit the website or email 
gary@gooddealsdcc.com. Order online at www.gooddealsdcc.com or call 224-703-0111.
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SURVEYORS OF THE SEA LANES: Menards has 
bolstered its O gauge product line with two more flatcars 
with helicopter loads. The no. 279-3398 is a U.S. Navy flatcar 
with Navy MH60R anti-submarine warfare helicopter 
onboard. The no. 279-3396 U.S. Coast Guard flatcar with 

MH65 general-purpose rescue and patrol helicopter will 
handle operations closer to shore. These are long, scale-
length railcars, and the loads are removable. Each model 
costs $39.99 plus shipping. Order online at www.menards.
com and select free shipment to your local Menards location.

PRINTS FROM THE PAST: Classic Toy Trains is pleased to 
release three prints by noted Lionel postwar catalog artist 
Robert Sherman. He executed these illustrations exclusively 
for CTT in the 1990s. First up is the no. 69017 “Santa Fe 
Warbonnet F3 Diesels” from the centerspread of the 
December 1998 CTT. Next is the no. 69016, depicting a 
Lionel no. 773 Hudson steam engine rolling past a a freight 
yard. Finally, there is the no. 69018 “GG1 at Lionelville 
Station,” the cover of the February 1992 CTT. The prints are 
on high-quality 100-pound coated gloss text stock and cost 
$14.99 each or all three for $39.99) plus shipping. To order, 
go to www.KalmbachHobbyStore.com/cttposters or call 
877-243-4903.

GET FRESH FRUIT FAST: 
The Lowell Smith Signature 
Collection has released its 
third custom-run refrigerator 
car from Atlas O. The O gauge 
model comes decorated for 
American Fruit Packers and 
the Independent brand 
Northwest Pears livery. The 
car, which has scale 
dimensions and detailing as 
well as superb graphics, is 
available in two- and three-
rail versions. The latter is 
priced at $89 plus shipping 
and is available from www.
lowellsmith.net.



PRODUCT NEWS

DOWN AT THE CO-OP: The latest Built-&-Ready 
structure from Woodland Scenics to arrive in stores is 
the no. BR5859 H&H Feed Mill. The fully assembled and 
decorated 1:48 scale structure models a rural farm 
supply shop. It has a long loading dock for rail service 
in the rear, a truck delivery dock in the front, and a 
pickup dock on the left side. There is also a silo with a 
movable grain chute. There is illumination for signage, 
the silo, and the printed interior. Add-on details include 
a soda machine, pigeons, a water hose, and sacks of 
seed. The LED lighting is made for use with the Just Plug system from Woodland 
Scenics. The O gauge building costs $249.99. See your hobby retailer or order online at 
www.woodlandscenics.com.

ROADSTERS BY RAIL: The 
latest railcar design from 
Menards is the no. 279-3912 
TTX auto carrier. The O gauge 
model features a load of six 
die-cast metal vehicles and a 
sheet of 20 railroad names so 
owners can personalize the car 
for their favorite railway. The 
car costs $49.99 plus shipping. 
Order online at www.menards.
com and select free shipment 
to your local Menards location.

CLASSIC CAPITOL 
ROUTE: Classic Toy Trains 
contributor Stan Trzoniec has 
released another volume in his 
photo history of Northeastern 
railroads. The Baltimore & Ohio: 
The Old Mainline from Hancock 
W. Va. To Cumberland, Md. The 
175-page book has more than 
215 photos of the route, 
including the Magnolia cutoff. 
The book costs $62 plus $5 
shipping (cash or check or 
money order made out to Stan 
Trzoniec). Order from 
OutdoorPhotoGraphics.com, 
562 South St., Shrewsbury, 
MA 01545.



FOR YOUR AGGREGATE DUMPING NEEDS: Whether you need to dump 
ballast, rock, coal, boulders, or sand, the no. 47953 Lehigh & New England operating 
coal dump car from Williams by Bachmann can meet the challenge. The O gauge 
model requires either an O gauge uncoupling section or the no. 47999 operating 
car remote controller for activation. The remote can control as many as 24 operating 
cars. The coal dump car costs $159.95, and the remote controller costs $69.95. See 
your hobby retailer or go to www.bachmanntrains.com to order.

BIG ORANGE: In O gauge 
operation, the most colorful 
hoppers may be the vibrant Waddell 
Coal Co. cars. Williams by Bachmann 
offers the no. 48208 Waddell Coal 
two-bay hopper. The car, which 
features die-cast metal trucks and 
couplers and a removable coal load, 
is priced at $79.95. See your hobby 
retailer or go to www.
bachmanntrains.com to order.

LIGHTS, ACTION, CAMERA:  
Menards expands its lineup of O gauge 
assembled and decorated buildings with the latest addition,   
the no. 279-3848 Fire Station No. 12. The structure appears to be having an open 
house, and members of the public are watching the ambulance with its flashing 
lights. The fire station boasts interior and exterior lighting, a landscaped base, and 
an interior with decoration suggesting the firehouse is fully staffed. Even better, it 
resembles the firehouse seen on the TV series Emergency in the 1970s. The station 
costs $99.99 plus shipping. Order at www.menards.com. 
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LIONEL ZW WHISTLE WOES
SELF REPAIR OR REPAIR SHOP?

QUESTIONS•ANSWERS
WITH JOSEPH L. MANIA AND THE CTT STAFF 

AWe don’t recommend our read-
ers attempt to repair power sup-

plies unless they have previous expe-
rience, John. The vintage ZW 
transformer can be a particularly 
challenging accessory to take apart 
and reassemble, so we suggest you 
take it to a hobby shop that services 
vintage Lionel products.

Having said that, there are many 
reasons why a whistle controller 
might fail, with the most common 
cause being a failed “whistle disc.” 
This is the copper rectifier disk visi-
ble on the front side of the direction/
whistle controller on the left side of 

the transformer and on the backside 
on the right. 

You’ll need Lionel part no. 1041-
13, but it will take a bit of disassem-
bly to properly replace it. The 
speednut holding it in place is 
pressed on a stud. 

Pulling off the speednut is easy; 
replacing it is more challenging. 
The stud is loose and needs to be 
backed up so the disk can be held 
tight when pressing the speednut 
back on.  

There are also two fiber insu-
lating washers that need to be 
aligned properly so the disk does 

QI bought a Lionel type-ZW 275-watt transformer at a train 
show. When I got it home I discovered the whistle mechanism 

didn’t work. Any idea how to repair it? – John Thubborn, Taylor, Pa.

EASTSIDE TRAINS
CTT • 09/01/2017 • BW • 1/2 H

���������������
�����������
���
		
�����������
��
������������������������

�������������
�������

 
­­­�������������������

LIONEL MTH TRAINS
11139 Milw 2-8-2 Mikado w/TMCC 749.00 38328 #1623W N.P. Frt Set w/Leg. Closeout 449.95 16001 U.P. 4-8-4 w/PS 3 Blk/Coal 429.95
11152 D&RG Lionmaster Challenger 829.95 38329 #2261W Freight Set (646 w/5 Cars) 459.00 16071 G.N. 4-8-4 Northern w/PS 3 449.95
11181 C.N. GP-9 Piggy Back Set w/Legacy 699.95 38338 #2129WS Berk Freight Set 549.95 16211 S.P. 4-8-4 GS-4 w/PS 3 449.95
11201 W.M. 4-6-6-4 Challenger w/Legacy 849.00 38353 X-628 Promo Navy Set 549.00 16471 Erie Triplex w/5 Cars 779.95
11257 Pennsy 2-8-2 Mikado w/Legacy 849.00 38358 #2239 I.C. F-3 Freight Set 549.00 16481 S.P. 4-8-8-2 Cab Forward 679.95
11270 G.N. 2-6-0 Mogul w/RS 529.95 38419 U.P. U30C #2918 w/Legacy 499.00 25581 U.P. Dash-9 Diesel w/PS 2.0 369.00  
11276 L&W 0-8-0 #1 w/Legacy 629.95 38420 U.P. U30C #2897 w/Legacy 499.00 26431 U.P. Dash 8 Narrow Nose w/PS 2 389.00
11295 Elk River Shay #1 w/Legacy 859.95 38421 N.P U33C #3305 w/Legacy 499.00 27741 U.P. SD70 Heritage w/2 Frt Cars 449.00
11330 Polar RR K-4 w/Legacy 699.95 38422 N.P. U33C #3307 w/Legacy 499.00 28051 Alaska GP-38-2 w/PS 2.0 399.95
11367 C.P. #111 2-Truck Shay w/Legacy 799.95 38737 BNSF S.F. #1999 SD70ACe Dummy 259.95 29021 G.N. GP-35 Diesel w/PS 2.0 429.00
11379 Pennsy 0-4-0 Switcher Loco 429.99 38738 BNSF Frisco Heritage SD70ACe 499.95 29351 G.N. SD-45 LH Diesel w/PS 2.0 399.00
11385 U.P. 0-4-0 Yard Switcher 429.95 38739 BNSF Frisco Heritage SD70ACe 499.95 31681 UP 4-6-6-4 Challenger w/PS 2 1,395.00
11386 B&M Berkshire w/Legacy 1,139.00 38742 BNSF B.N. #1975 SD70Ace 499.95 34831 S.P. 4-8-4 GS-4 w/Ps 3.0 #4449 1,049.95
11413 J-Class 4-8-4 Pilot Loco 1,099.00 38743 BNSF B.N. #1980 SD70ACe Dummy 259.95 34851 S.P. 4-8-4 GS-4 w/Ps 3.0 #4444 1,049.95
11419 S.P. Blk GS-2 #4412 w/Legacy 1,199.95 38750 EMD Demo #2012 SD70ACe 499.95 34981 C.N. U1F Steam Pass Set w/PS 3 1,149.95
11427 S.P. 0-4-0 Switcher 439.95 38784 C.N. #4000 GP-35 479.95 34991 G.N. 4-8-4 w/Ps 3.0 #2579 1,049.00
11428 Milw 0-4-0 (Conv) Multi Roads Avail 439.95 38855 G.N. GP-35 #2519 479.95 35011 G.N. 4-8-4 w/Ps 3.0 #2584 1,049.00
11446 U.P. 2-8-8-2 Y-3 #3671 1,259.00 38976 S.F. GP-35 w/Legacy 449.95 200341 N.P. GP-9 Diesel w/PS 2.0 399.95
11449 U.P. 4-8-8-4 Big Boy #4004 2,395.00 39562 B.N. GP-35 w/Legacy 479.95 200343 N.P. GP-9 Dummy Unit 189.95
11462 S.P. AC12 Cab Forward #4294 1,599.99 39568 BCR Dash-9 w/Legacy 499.95 200351 Amtrak Turbo Train 829.95
28297 S.P. GP-9 Diesel w/Legacy 379.95 39572 BNSF Dash-9 w/Legacy 499.95 201201 BNSF Dash-9 w/PS 2 399.95
28307 Wabash FM w/Legacy 469.00 81135 B.N. SD70MAC #9431 w/Legacy 549.00 201431 G.N. SD-70ACe Diesel 399.95
28311 U.P. DD35 #70 Diesel w/Leg (2 #s) 599.95 81137 BNSF SD70MAC #9858 w/Legacy 549.00 201471 Milw U25B Diesel w/PS 2.0 399.95
28312 B.N. SD60 #8301 w/Legacy 479.95 81155 U.P. ES44AC #7388 w/Legacy 549.00 201641 U.P. Veranda Turbine w/Tender 869.95
28354 CSX Genset w/Legacy 779.95 81270 Bethlehem Steel Docksider Set 259.00 202351 C.P. FM Trainmaster Diesel w/PS 3 399.00
28363 B.N. SD60 #8302 w/Legacy 479.95 82121 G.N. S-2 Diesel w/Legacy 599.99 202481 S.P. GP-9 Diesel 399.95
28383 Conrail Genset w/Lgcacy 769.95 82122 Pennsy S-2 Diesel w/Legacy 599.99 202911 S.F. GP-35 Diesel w/PS 3 399.95
28384 C.N. Genset Switcher w/Legacy 769.95 82127 U.P. S-2 Diesel w/Legacy 599.99 202941 B.N. SD-45 Diesel w/PS 3.0 439.95
29365 N&W "J" Passenger Set 1,699.95 82184 Pennsy B-6 0-6-0 #1670 w/Legacy 699.99 203391 G.N. DC-3 Rail Inspection Car w/PS 3 459.95
29366 S.P. Tank Train Oil Can Set 699.95 82205 BNSF ES44AC Golden Swoosh 649.95 204021 G.N. F-3 ABA Diesel Set w/PS 3 779.95
30145 Candian Maple Leaf Frt Set 499.95 82266 C.N. #1158 4-6-0 w/Legacy 799.95 204121 Milw SD40-2 Diesel w/PS 3 449.95
31774 AEC Radioactive Transport Set 239.95 82269 N.P. #1382 4-6-0 w/Legacy 799.95 204171 BNSF Dash 8 Diesel w/PS 3 459.95
31778  #1484WS Hudson Pass Set 449.00 82270 S.P. #2353 4-6-0 w/Legacy 799.95 204211 BNSF Dash 8 Diesel Frt. Set w/PS 3 729.95
31783 BNSF Ice Cold Express Set 895.00 82694 U.P. #3985 (BLK) 4-6-6-4 Challenger 969.00 204651 Pennsy GE 44-Ton Diesel 429.00
34559 N/H F-3 AA w/Horn 479.99 82697 Rio Grande 4-6-6-4 LM Challenger 969.00 204681 S.F. GE 44-Ton Diesel 429.00
34601 S.P. GP-30 #5012 w/Legacy 459.95 82528 Empire State Express Set 1,849.95 205061 GE Evo Hybrid ES44AC w/ps 3.0 499.95
34625 N.P. F3 AA Frt Set Inquire "B" Units 679.95 82716 Mickey's Holiday Express Set 299.95 205101 BNSF ES44DC w/PS 3.0 469.95
34737 N.P. GP-9 (Mult Roads Avail) 449.95 82784 B.N. GP-9 #1706 w/Legacy 499.95 206541 N.P. SD-45 LH Diesel w/PS 3.0 459.00
34738 N.P. GP-9 #317 w/Legacy 449.95 82785 B.N. GP-9 #1804 w/Legacy 499.95 200241RK N.P. RS-3 w/PS 2.0 299.95
35354 #1464 U.P. Anniv. Pass Alco Set 429.95 82806 U.P. FEF #844 1,599.99 200243RK N.P. RS-3 Dummy 149.95
38305 #2338 Milw GP-7 Diesel 169.00 82809 U.P. FEF #838 1,599.99 200831RK N.P. Alco RS-1 Diesel w/PS 3.0 299.95
38310 #2185W NYC F3 AA Freight Set 449.00 82959 115th Anniversary Nano Painted Berk 1,979.99 201161RK G.N. SD-45 w/PS 3 319.95
38311 #2276W Budd RDC Set 369.00 83080 Rio Grande 0-4-0 Switcher Set 249.95 204621S Milw E-6 ABA w/5 Pass Cars 1,249.00
38312 #2343 SF F3 AA 399.99 83193 S.P. Lines #4449 GS-4 w/Legacy 1,649.95 28181RK NP RS-11 Diesel w/PS 2.0 299.00
38313 B&O Budd RDC P&D 269.00 83197 AM Freedom Train #4449 GS-4 1,649.95 29831RK BNSF GP-9 Diesel w/PS 2 289.95
38324 #2507W N/H F-3 Freight w/5 Cars 429.00 11319S Pennsy K-4 Red Arrow w/4 Pass Cars 1,399.95 29901RK MRL SD70ACe w/PS 2 299.95
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S&W PARTS SUPPLY

EMAIL: trains@sandwparts.com

 

S & W PARTS SUPPLY
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LIONEL PARTS DEALER AND AUTHORIZED 
SERVICE STATION #91 PROVIDING EXPERT 
REPAIRS TO PREWAR, POSTWAR AND ALL 
MODERN LIONEL EQUIPMENT AS WELL AS 

LIONEL WARRANTY NEEDS

NY Sales Tax (where applicable) & shipping

762 Whitney Dr., Niskayuna, NY 12309

TEL - (518) 280-5197

Hours: Tuesday - Friday: 9-5PM EST

O and S gauge for the operator and collector
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HOT REVIEW!
O gauge steam 
from MTH p. 72January 2016

LAYOUT
ILLUSION p. 54

GUIDE TO FLYER SETS p. 66

Visit Ed Dougherty’s prewar collection p. 48

DREAM
THIS O GAUGE GEM 
REFLECTS PLANNING 
& ATTENTION 
TO DETAIL  p. 42 

DREAM
Building a 

Dave Sanders never 
had an electric train 
as a youngster. Now 
he has made up for 
lost time by building  
a stunning empire.

LIONEL’S

12 WAYS to run like a real railroad p. 32

ClassicToyTrains.com/Offer
Subscribe at 

theRelive
Magic!

P30337

Get 1 Year of 
Classic Toy 

Trains!

MARIO’S TRAINS
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GIVE US A CALL
(540) 868-0025

Authorized 
Lionel, MTH and Bachmann  

dealer

MARIO S TRAINS
T H E  S O U R C E  F O R  T H E  E N T H U S I A S T

Mention  
this ad for 

FREE shipping 
anywhere 

in USA

mariostrains.com
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WESTERN DEPOT THE
CTT • 09/01/2017 • BW • 1/6 V

1650 Sierra Avenue #203, Yuba City CA 95993
Phone 530-673-6776    Fax 530-673-5590

e-mail: info@westerndepot.com    web site: www.westerndepot.com
Open Tuesday through Saturday 10:00am to 5:30pm

MTH Premier Diesel Locomotives
20-20069-1  BNSF GP38-2 PS2, Reg 430 SALE 375
20-20081-1  BNSF SD60M PS2, Reg 430 SALE 375
20-20148-1  SP U25B PS2, Reg 430 SALE 375
20-20253-1  ARR GP30 PS3, Reg 440 SALE 400
20-20295-1  SP SD45 PS3, Reg 460 SALE 425
20-20322-1  GE Demo AC6000, Reg 460 SALE 425
20-20346-1  NH TurboTrain PS3, Reg 800 SALE 725
20-20363-1  NYC GP7 PS3, Reg 440 SALE 400
20-20442-1  SP SD45T-2 PS3, Reg 500 SALE 450
20-2138-0   UP AS616 w/ Horn, Reg 300 SALE 250
20-2157-1   Conrail GP38 PS1, Reg 400 SALE 350
20-2160-1   GE Dash 9 PS1, Reg 400 SALE 350
20-2177-1   SR F3 ABA PS1, Reg 680 SALE 600
20-2272-1   DRGW FT ABA PS1, Reg 630 SALE 575
20-2632-1   UP AC4400cw PS2, Reg 430 SALE 375
20-2643-1   UP 8-40C PS2, Reg 430 SALE 375
20-2762-1   UP SD24 PS2, Reg 400 SALE 350
20-2781-1   UP U30C PS2, Reg 430 SALE 375
20-2805-1   ARR GP38-2 PS2, Reg 400 SALE 350
20-2816-1   KCS SD50 PS2, Reg 430 SALE 375
20-2857-1   BNSF GP38-2 PS2, Reg 400 SALE 350
20-2902-1   GN GP35 PS2, Reg 430 SALE 375
20-2903-1   ARR GP35 PS2, Reg 430 SALE 375
20-2904-1   ARR F40PH PS2, Reg 430 SALE 375
20-2906-1   CAR F40PH PS2, Reg 430 SALE 375
20-2906-3   CAR F40PH Dmy, Reg 200 SALE 175

Check our website for complete inventory 
If it is there, we have it in stock.

www.westerndepot.com
Expires September 30, 2017
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Just 90 miles north of Detroit, just off I-75.

410 Court St.
Saginaw, MI 48602

989-793-4753
Mon.-Sat. 9:30-5:30

www.brasseurelectrictrains.com
989-793-6887

ELECTRIC TRAINS

OVER 25,000 PARTS

40 years of Lionel service and sales. 
Authorized MTH service and sales.

Best Source for K-LINE parts.

NATIONAL TRAIN SHOW
CTT • 05/01/2017 • 4C • 1/6 V

You’re the kid.

Welcome to the
candy store.

August 4-6
Orange County

Convention Center
Orlando, FL

NationalTrainShow.org

Sponsored by
The National
Model
Railroad
Association

© 2017 NMRA ®

TW DESIGN
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                                           Do YOU know what YOUR trains really want?

The Traingineers at TW TrainWorx
 absolutely love talking trains!

To be *OUT* of their boxes, running wild on their very own,
 totally *WOW* Custom TW TrainWorx layout... 

Experience the Art of the Train...

 Call NOW (877) 881-4997 
www.TrainWorxLayouts.com
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LIONEL NO. 397 COAL 
LOADER SHAFT REMOVAL

Q I have to replace the con-
veyor belt on a Lionel no. 

397 coal loader, but  I cannot 
figure out how to remove the 
long shaft so I can free the 
beam assembly to put the belt 
around it. The cam seems to be 
holding it from coming com-
pletely out. Can you help?  – 
Tony Roof, Gainesville, Fla.

A The cam farthest from the 
motor is probably frozen. 

This happens when the parts 
get rusty. You need to remove 
the cam to slide the shaft 
through the drive roller in the 
beam assembly. 

Heat will be difficult to 
apply because of all the plastic 
pieces nearby. 

Avoid beating the end of 
the shaft. This will distort or 
break off the end of the shaft 
that rides in the bearing. Pene-
trating oil may help. If this 
fails, replacing the shaft assem-
bly is the best solution. 

not short. It’s not impossible to do – just watch how you 
take things apart and be sure to put them back together 
the same way. An extra set of hands doesn’t hurt the first 
time you attempt it. Extra eyes can come in handy, too!

WIRING DIAGRAM OF 
TRANSFORMERS VW & ZW

CHARLES RO SUPPLY CO
CTT • 07/01/2017 • BW • 1/2 H
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LIONEL’S NO. 6805 ATOMIC ENERGY DISPOSAL CAR

T
he roster of Lionel cars 
had, by the end of the 
1950s, reached some-
what of a dead end. 

Designers could do little more 
with the near-scale boxcars, 
tank cars, and hoppers than 
experiment with different col-
ors and try new road names. 
Gondolas might get novel 
loads, but otherwise were set.

The greatest and more 
innovative exception to the 
slow pace of change was the 
list of flatcars. Engineers  
treated the humble model as 
though it were a stage on 
which they could add actors 
and scripts. They re-imagined 
Lionel flatcars with innovative 
loads, eye-catching features, 
and mechanisms that 
amounted to ingenious toys. 

Breaking through was the 
no. 6805 atomic energy dis-
posal car, which arrived in 
1958. The animation blended 
an unexpected type of load 
with the simple yet entrancing 
features of blinking red lights.

Flatcar advances
The saga of Lionel’s flatcars 

took a step forward in 1953.
Striving to upgrade near-

scale rolling stock, Lionel 

introduced the no. 6511, an 
all-plastic flatcar carrying a 
load of five silver pipes. The 
model used a new 10-inch-
long frame (part no. 6511-2) 
into which 13 open stake holes 
had been molded. No other 
plastic flatcar was offered in 
1954 (die-cast metal cars with 
a searchlight or cable reels 
continue to be marketed).

Different flatcars appeared 
in 1955. But the only ones 
using the 6511-2 frame were 
the nos. 3460 flatcar with trail-
ers (an exclusive component of 
the new no. 460 piggyback 
transportation set), 6311 flat-
car with pipes (virtually identi-
cal to the 6511), and 6414 
Evans auto loader. Engineers 
saw no need to modify the 
frame for those newcomers.

Change came in 1956. A 
similar frame (part no. 6424-
11) made its debut because 
Lionel intended to produce 
many more flatcars. Height-
ened demand led to doubling 
the molds. The 6424-11, like 
the 6511-2, had provision for 
13 open stake holes, but only 
two were open on flatcars 
manufactured in 1956 and ’57.

Several newcomers arrived 
in 1956, flatcars known for the 

different loads riding on either 
of the all-but-interchangeable 
frames. Advancing the note-
worthy trend was the no. 6424 
flatcar, which relied on the 
new mold to hold a two-piece 
metal stamping on which a 
pair of miniature premium 
automobiles was secured.

Loads characterized the 
array of flatcars offered in 
1957, too. To be specific, mod-
els using plastic frames cast 
from the 6424-11 or 6511-2 
molds came with trailers, auto-
mobiles, lumber, wheels, pipes, 
or one boat or airplane.

Adding lights
Lionel broadened the kinds 

of loads even further in 1958 
for its plastic flatcars. But the 
most significant development 
involved the addition of lights.

For the 6805, designers 
changed the 6424-11 mold so 
much the frame assembly had 
a new number (6805-26). They 
filled in the end slots securing 
the truck plates, adding two 
stops at each end of the deck to 
hold in place two metal rails 
(part no. 6805-14). Engineers 
also put in four slots for clips 
to hold the rails and provide 
electrical contact.

Unlike earlier flatcars, the 
atomic energy disposal car 
promised more than a load. 
Not that the two plastic con-
tainers were typical. They were 
supposed to be concrete radio-
active waste containers, each 
hot-stamped “Danger” in red.

Designers snapped inside 
each gray- or cream-painted 
plastic container a translucent 
red base and light filter hold-
ing a flashing lamp. As a 6805 
moved, current passed through 
pickups to the base assembly, 
causing the bulbs to blink.

Slick as the 6805 was, Lio-
nel never tried to capitalize on 
the same effect. Think of how 
flashing lights might have rep-
resented a lantern or acetylene 
torch in a laborer’s hand or 
been used to enliven the no. 
3545 operating TV monitor 
car brought out in 1961. A 
missed opportunity for the toy 
train giant. – Roger Carp

Lionel cataloged the 6805 
atomic energy disposal car in 
1958 and ’59. The 2017 edition 
of Greenberg’s Pocket Price 
Guide to Lionel Trains values 
the O gauge operating model at 
$40 in good condition and $206 
in excellent.

Brake wheel

Bar-end trucks with or 
without coupler tabs

Two gray- or cream-painted 
black polystyrene containers

Two metal rails

Hot-stamped white lettering

Unpainted red plastic 
frame assembly

COLLECTIBLE CLASSICS
WITH ROGER CARP
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LOU PALUMBO, owner of the Underground Railroad 
Shoppe in New Castle, Pa., writes this exclusive column 
for CTT. He can be reached at 1906 Wilmington Rd., 
New Castle, PA 16105 or email at trainplum@yahoo.com

Want to know the biggest and 
most significant difference 
between the electric trains 
made and sold in the U.S. 

before World War II and all the O and S 
gauge beauties produced after peace 
returned in 1945? Of course you do!

In my opinion the main difference was 
the invention of reliable smoke mecha-
nisms successfully installed on the loco-
motives made during the postwar years. 

Smoke was a novelty for me and all the 
other kids introduced to trains 
in the late 1940s. It brought 
life to my Flyer set, impressing 
everyone who watched it.

Nowadays, many custom-
ers walking into my store are 
eager to reminisce about the 
toy trains from their past. I 
can predict how people of a 
certain age will remember 
with ease the puffing smoke 
emitted from steam locomo-
tives manufactured after 1945. 

Lionel enthusiasts recall putting “little 
pills” into the smokestack of their 2-6-2 
or 4-6-4 locomotives. Flyer guys talk 
about the liquid that made it possible for 
smoke to come billowing from S gauge 
Atlantics, Pacifics, and other steamers.

Funny thing – even a lot of individuals 
who played with an American Flyer set in 
the 1940s and ’50s somehow remember 
putting tiny pills in the stacks of their 
steamers. We all know American Flyer 
engines did not use pellets. Instead, 
smoke was produced by squeezing oil 
from a red plastic capsule into a small 
funnel placed into the smokestack.

I never press customers about cases of 
mistaken identity. Instead, I figure some-
one else in their family – a cousin or older 
brother – or a kid in their neighborhood 
let them play with a Lionel steam engine.

But S gaugers shouldn’t fret. American 
Flyer trains smoked better than the Lionel 
engines my buddies had. Besides smoke, 
the early Flyer trains were the first to have 
“choo-choo” sound incorporated into the 
smoke unit. Units with synchronized 

puffing and choo-choo sound showed 
that Gilbert was ahead of its time.

Looking at the current scene makes it 
clear trains produced now depend on 
smoke units more than ever. Every 
engine, even replicas of diesels, features 
smoke. They use fluid and not pills to get 
smoke pouring from their stacks.

Different smoke units remain on the 
market today, being produced by several 
firms. Experience has taught me some of 
those mechanisms work better than oth-

ers. Yet they are essential to 
people of all ages looking at 
locomotives to buy. Engines 
that smoke poorly tend to be 
rejected by potential buyers.

By the way, the most com-
mon reason a smoke mecha-
nism fails to work well is still 
the obvious one. Someone puts 
way too much smoke fluid into 
the unit. Fortunately, once the 
problem has been solved, the 

unit will again function as expected. 
A few other observations. First, loco-

motives with synchronized puffing 
sounds typically depend on fan-driven 
smoke units for the effects. Second, the 
whistles often shoot a blast of smoke 
when activated on high-end steamers.

Firms making smoke fluids are thriv-
ing, and I sell more smoke fluid now than 
in the past. In fact, a zillion scents must 
be available. I don’t like to carry too many 
of them because it takes an hour for 
someone to decide which one they like 
best. My favorite remains the cedar smell 
of the Flyer smoke because it never fails 
to remind me of Christmas morning long 
ago when I played with my Flyer trains.

 And how many of you know there is 
also a scent on the market today that’s 
supposed to be non-scented smoke? 
Somebody, please explain that one to me!

Keep searchin’. 

Holy smoke!
PUFFS OF PRAISE FOR THE GREATEST POSTWAR INNOVATION

VIEWS FROM THE UNDERGROUND
WITH LOU PALUMBO

GLEN SNYDER DISPLAY SYSTEMS
CTT • 03/01/2016 • BW • 1/4 V

DISPLAY SHELVES FOR
YOUR TRAIN ROOM!

Satin Finish,
Hardened Anodized
Extruded Aluminum
No Brackets Needed
Raised Rails Hold
Your Trains in Place
6 Ft. Lengths,
Expandable with
Joiner Pins Supplied
Special Cutting
Available

Combination “HO/S” Gauge . . . . . . .$12.00
“O” Gauge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$16.00
Combination “O/STD/LGB” Gauge . . .$24.00
Plus UPS Shipping

RAIL STOPS - This
extremely versatile
product is designed
to fit our shelves or
similar shelving from
HO/S gauge or O
gauge to O/STD/LGB
gauge. RAIL STOPS
can be used any
place along your
shelves and will
prevent your trains
from being rolled
along the rails. RAIL
STOPS fit all track and can be used in place of
bumpers on train layouts.
RAIL STOPS are $10.00 per dozen, including
shipping.

GLENN SNYDER DISPLAY SYSTEMS
260 Oak Street • Buffalo, NY 14203

Toll Free 1-877-852-4676 • Fax 1-716-852-4677
e-mail: glenn@gsds.com • www.gsds.com

RAIL END CAPS -
The newest
addition to Glenn
Snyder Display
Systems product
line. Designed to
trim the ends of
our shelves or
similar shelving.
RAIL END CAPS will
give a finished
look to the end of
your shelves and

will prevent your trains from being knocked off
the ends.
Please specify when ordering: combination
“HO/S” gauge, “O” gauge or combination
“O/STD/LGB” gauge.
RAIL END CAPS are $3.50 each, any size.
Plus shipping and handling.

ALL PRODUCTS MADE IN USA

TEXAS TRAINS
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www.txtrains.com
texastrains@yahoo.com

30
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TRAINZ.COM INC
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GET STARTED TODAY!
CALL 1.866.285.5840WE MAKE SELLING

YOUR TRAINS
ABSOLUTELY SIMPLE!

GET YOUR FREE SELLING REPORT TODAY AT
W W W . T R A I N Z . C O M / S E L L

AMERICAN MODELS
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Since
1981
Engines
Cars
Track
Structures
Figures

New 68 Pg. Catalog send $7.00
American Models
10087 Colonial Indust. Dr.
South Lyon, MI 48178
www.americanmodels.com

S Gauge Trains

BARTS PNEUMATICS CORP
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KPC ADVERTISING ACCOUNT
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•  Hundreds of how-to 
videos

•  Exciting new series
• Product reviews

• 3D track plans
• Layout visits

STOP. LOOK. WATCH!

P
21

15
0

Join our community today at www.MRVideoPlus.com/Member

See expert modelers in action with unlimited access to:

NEW VIDEOS 

ADDED 

EACH WEEK!

CIA INC
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DuPage County Fairgrounds  
 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

County Farm & Manchester,  
Wheaton, IL 60187 

Largest Monthly Train Show in the US 

Aug 13 Sep 10 Oct 8 Nov 12 

VISIT TRAINSHOW.COM FOR DISCOUNTS 
 & THE LATEST TRAIN SHOW DATES 

 

HAVE TRAINS TO SELL?  
CALL 630-290-1962 

Greenberg Shows 
America’s Premier 
Train & Toy Show 

Sat & Sun 10am - 4pm  
July 22-23 • Monroeville, PA 

Monroeville Convention Center 
August 5-6 • Timonium, MD 
Maryland State Fairgrounds 
August 12-13 • Edison, NJ  
New Jersey Expo Center 

August 26-27 • Chantilly, VA 
Dulles Expo Center 

November 11-12 • Monroeville, PA 
Monroeville Convention Center 

Great Train Shows 
 

Quality Train Shows  
Coast To Coast 

Sat & Sun 10am - 4pm 

July 22-23 • Belleville, IL 
Belle-Clair Fairgrounds 

November 11-12 • Puyallup, WA 
Western Washington Fairgrounds 

November 4-5 • Shakopee, MN 
Canterbury Park 

November 18-19 • Kansas City, MO 
KCI Expo Center 

Buy Tickets Online Now 
and Save Money! 

www.TrainShow.com 

FOR INFO OR TO EXHIBIT AT A SHOW CONTACT: 
280 Carlton Drive, Carol Stream, IL 60188 

(630)-290-1962 · Info@TrainShow.com 

www.miannebenchwork.com
Send $1 for catalog or visit us on the web at:

Foley Woodworking 78 Holman St, Attleboro, MA 02703

MIANNE
Customizeable Benchwork

The Fast Track to Layout Construction

IT’S TIME FOR THE
ROLLING STOCK
TO START
ROLLING....

Model 06-24  12’x16’ overall

www.miannebenchwork.com
Send $1 for catalog or visit us on the web at:

Foley Woodworking 78 Holman St, Attleboro, MA 02703

MIANNE
The Fast Track to Layout ConstructionThThTTT iitt

IT’S TIME FOR THE
ROLLING STOCK
TO START
ROLLING....

Model 06-24  12’x16’ overall

MIANNE BENCHWORKS
CTT • 05/01/2016 • BW • 1/12

Customizable BenchworkCustomizable BenchworkCustomizable Benchwork
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s we commemorate the 30th anniversary of 
Classic Toy Trains, members of the edito-

rial and art teams take pride in recalling 
how our magazine has over the years 

paid tribute to a number of individu-
als who contributed to the achieve-

ments of the Lionel Corp. during the post-World War 
II years. Among the most memorable and notable of 
those people was Robert M. Sherman, whom we spot-
lighted in the February 1992 issue.

During a career at Lionel that spanned the late pre-
war and early postwar eras, Bob handle an array of 
assignments involving illustration and modeling. He 
outlined illustrations for consumer catalogs, hand-
crafted models for Model Builder (the hobby publica-
tion Lionel published), supervised the creation of 
instructional and promotional brochures, and 
designed displays, including the famed O gauge layout 
built in the company’s showroom in New York City.

Besides focusing on Bob’s distinguished career, 
CTT asked him to create artwork featuring a few of 
the finest locomotives and accessories of the postwar 
period. He painted three original pieces, and now 
prints are available for you to purchase.

From art to modeling
The most comprehensive article published in CTT 

about Bob appeared as an interview conducted by Bill 
Curtis. There, Bob reminisced about growing up in 
New Jersey and discovering his passions for full-size 
railroads and mechanical and architectural drawing.

Dissatisfaction with the heavy demands of a job at 
an advertising studio in New York City prodded Bob 
to show his work to Archer St. John, who was then 
serving as advertising manager for Lionel. Bob was 
hired on the spot in 1938 and soon was doing pen-
and-ink drawings of toy trains for newspaper adver-
tisements and writing articles for Model Builder.

MEET THE  
CATALOG  
ILLUSTRATOR 
WHO BROUGHT 
POSTWAR  
O GAUGE TO LIFE

By Roger Carp

Dream 
maker for 
Lionel

COVER STORY

On Sale Now Prints of 
the paintings in this article, drawn 
exclusively for Classic Toy Trains, 
are available. Printed on 100-
pound coated gloss stock, the 16 x 
20-inch prints sell for $19.99 each, 
or as a set of 3 for $39.99.  Visit 
KalmbachHobbyStore.com/
CTTPosters

Robert Sherman, who did much 
to inspire dreams by helping to 
illustrate Lionel catalogs during 
the postwar period, created 
these three superb paintings of 
postwar trains and accessories.
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What felt like a perfect job 
came crashing to a halt just a 
few years later. In June of 1942, 
not long after the U.S. entered 
World War II, the federal gov-
ernment prohibited the use of 
metals for the production of 
toy trains. Lionel had to shift 
its emphasis to manufacturing 
precision instruments for the 
American armed forces.

Lionel, forbidden from pro-
ducing electric trains, saw no 
purpose in trying to advertise 
them. Bob was let go, and he 
sought employment elsewhere.

Luckily for Bob, executives 
at the toy company did not for-
get about him. He returned to 
the payroll in 1946, thrilled to 
be back. Once again, he was 
authoring how-to pieces for 
Model Builder and contribut-
ing preliminary artwork for 
the annual catalogs.

Displays for the public
Bob told CTT that as much 

as he enjoyed all the different 
responsibilities given to him 
after war, he hated toiling by 

himself. He left Lionel briefly, 
only to be hired back. The key 
incentive was the opportunity 
to blend his talents with those 
of two equally creative men.

For the next several years, 
Bob worked alongside Bill 
Vollheim and Art Zirul at a 
small firm known as Diorama 
Studios. There, the trio built 
small displays used to show off 
Lionel’s trains and accessories 
in department stores, various 
public venues, and television.

The highlight for Diorama 
Studios occurred during the 
winter of 1948-49. Lionel’s top 
leaders, unhappy with the huge 
O gauge layout filling the firm’s 
main showroom in New York 
City, contracted with Bob and 
his associates to design, con-
struct, and wire a new display.

What Art, Bill, and Bob, as 
well as Steve Paganuzzi, built 
in a few months influenced a 
generation of Lionel enthusi-
asts. The 16 x 32-foot railroad 
showed how realistic scenery 
could complement toy trains.

Bob, shown at a drawing table late in his long and productive 
life, provided illustrations for several of the instructional and 
promotional booklets Lionel released in the early 1950s.
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Back to catalogs
For the next several years 

into the 1950s, Bob continued 
to diagram track plans and add 
trackwork and landscaping to 
the compact, action-packed 
three-rail displays Diorama 
Studios finished for an array  
of clients. He seemed to know 
just how must to fit into the 
small amount of real estate 
available without leaving the 
layouts looking cramped.

Yet the assignments truly 
filling Bob’s days involved the 
advance and consumer cata-
logs assembled by the Adver-
tising Department under the 
direction of Joseph Hanson. 
For Bob, the essential work 
year after year was developing 
the initial illustrations using 
pen and ink. He sketched train 
sets and individual models in 
an assortment of settings, both 
fanciful and realistic. They 
were, without question, superb 
depictions of Lionel’s finest.

Over time, Bob came to 
depend on a variety of 
devices and techniques to 
ensure his drawings showed 
the miniature trains at their 
best. Sometimes, better 
than their best, as when he 
relied on forced perspective 
to make the models appear 
larger and more dramatic.

What Bob did not do – 
indeed, he never was asked 
to do or claimed to have 
done – was tackle every 
aspect of the process. In 
other words, Bob did not 
add the rainbow of colors 
that added life and beauty 
to the final illustrations.

Different artists took 
what Bob had started and 
completed the magnificent 
views distinguishing the 
full-color catalogs released 
to millions of consumers. The 
legions of unidentified illustra-
tors were seldom under con-
tract with Lionel.

Illustrating books
Perhaps the last projects to 

be connected with Bob were a 
handful of books published to 

promote Lionel trains. The 
most significant of them 
was Model Railroading, a 
paperback published in 
conjunction with Bantam 
Books in 1950.

Bob shared information 
about planning and build-
ing a three-rail layout in 
many of the chapters. He 
also provided some black-
and-white illustrations. A 
sketch of his was used as 
the basis of the exciting 
image on the cover.

Other books credited to 
Bob in the 1950s included 
The Golden Book of Trains 
and The Golden Book of 
Train Stamps. He followed 
other paths after that until 
being featured in CTT in 
the years before his death 
in 1993 at the age of 81.
With the three paintings 

Bob did for CTT, we properly 
honored his influential and 
beloved art for Lionel. 

Lionel in 1950 supervised the writing 
and publication of an introduction to 
toy trains. Bob sketched a preliminary 
version of the cover illustration.
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Find More of What 
Find More of What 

You’re Looking For
You’re Looking For
You’re Looking For

Shop for books, DVDs, 
downloads, gear and 

other products related 
to your favorite hobby.

Visit 
KalmbachHobbyStore.com

P27901
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Diecast Direct, Inc. 

1948 International KB-7 Dump Truck
(1:43) - $34.95 - New! ~ #WB223 - (Red/Black)

AD Code: 
CT2017 www.DiecastDirect.com/ctt

1-800-718-1866 
$7.95 Shipping Ask for a Catalog with Your Order! 

New!

1968 Ford F-100 Pickup w/Slide-In Camper 
(1:43) - $134.95 - New! ~ #NEO44849 - (Blue)

‘62 Cadillac Series 62 Miller Meteor Hearse 
(1:43) - $89.95 - New! ~ #NEO46840 - (Black)

New!

New!

EAST COAST ENTERPRISES
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You dream it.

www.trainlayouts.com  •  973-366-5788

East Coast Enterprises • Roman Electric

• Complex Multi-Level Track Plans
• TMCC™ and DCS Control Systems
• Multi-Train Operation

• Operating Accessories
• Yards and Switching
• Highly Detailed Scenery

We specialize in:

We build it.
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las
er cut bridge solutions. Now offering 3D printing.

TRAINSGALOREANDMORE.COM
CTT • 11/01/16 • 2C • 1/12

  1-800-786-1888
www.trainsandtoysoldiers.com

We Buy Train Collections  
Large and Small

Trains and Toy Soldiers

located in 
Lincoln, 

Nebraska
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With the exception of the 
stripwood platform deck, I 
made everything from easy-to-
use, clean-cutting styrene plas-
tic. Actually, I got the idea 
from the Plastruct catalog, but 
since that firm offered a plat-
form kit in only HO scale, I 
simply ordered the needed 
parts in O and made a scaled-
up version of the same project 
for my O gauge trains. 

To begin, I cut the four 
pieces of the deck frame from 
Plastruct no. RT-8 rectangular 
tubing. I cut these pieces at a 
45-degree angle to join neatly 

at the corners. I started by cut-
ting two 61/16-inch pieces for 
the long dimension.

Since I will add a four-sec-
tion-long length of Plastruct 
no. HR-8 railing at a later step 
in the project, the 61/16-inch 
platform length means the 
handrails will fit flush to the 
ends. If you want to make your 
platform longer, add the 
appropriate section-by-section 
length of the handrail material. 

I used a Zona saw with a 
32-tooth-per-inch blade to 
carefully cut the two long sides 
of the frame. Next, I cut a pair 

of 2½-inch pieces to serve as 
the short sides of the platform. 
Using a fine file, I cleaned up 
all the angles while checking 
the square of this assembly. 

Plastruct no. PPC-2 Plastic 
Weld made easy work of join-
ing the pieces. Brushing a bit at 
each corner drew the liquid 
into the joint via capillary 
action. After it had dried, I 
brushed additional glue on the 
reverse side to further secure 
the bond.

Photo 2 shows how I used 
a permanent marker to draw 
90-degree right-angle lines on 

a piece of mat board as a refer-
ence mark. This helped me 
keep the pieces square as the 
adhesive dried. I used a weight 
to push in on each end (cans of 
soup work well) and to hold 
everything together while the 
adhesive was drying. 

With the frame completed, 
I moved to the supporting col-
umns. Standing on GarGraves 
track, my locomotive walkways 
are 1¾ inches above ground 
level. Using the same HR-8 
tubing and taking into account 
the thickness of the future 
wood floor, I calculated the 

AN EASY-TO-MAKE STRUCTURE  
FOR YOUR TERMINAL
Story and Photos by Stan Trzoniec

MODERN 
SERVICE 
PLATFORM

With my O gauge Delaware & Raritan Valley RR expand-
ing all the time, the workers at Appleton Yard needed a 
locomotive-servicing platform for minor repairs and to 
provide a safe boarding point for the head-end crew. 

Using common styrene shapes and hobby stripwood, I completed 
the simple-to-build platform shown in Photo 1.

FROM THE CTT EXPERTS

BUILD A
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PHOTO 1. This maintenance 
platform installed in Appleton Yard 
on the author’s O gauge Delaware & 
Raritan Valley RR required about 
four hours to build. This simple 
project fits perfectly in tight areas 
and adds an interesting structure.

PHOTO 2. To assure a right angle while 
gluing the frame, Stan used a felt-tip 
marker and straightedge to draw a 
90-degree guide on mat board. With 
today’s fast-setting adhesives you need 
to hold the pieces together only briefly.

PHOTO 3. Once everything on the frame 
had dried, Stan was ready to add vertical 
supports. When installing them make 
sure they are square with the frame. 
Pressing down on each will ensure they 
are flush with the top of the frame.

PHOTO 4. Add diagonal side braces to 
the supporting posts to upgrade the 
appearance. You can cut the ends at an 
angle for a more finished look, but Stan 
noticed actual railroads in the Northeast 
favor simple right-angle cuts.



height of the vertical supports 
as 1⅝ inches. 

Since I needed six pieces at 
the same height, I cut a few 
extras and picked out the half-
dozen closest to my desired 
length. I set the uprights flush 
with the frame (Photo 3) and 
added a drop of weld. As the 
adhesive set, I brushed more of 
it into the corners so the weld 
worked its way down and into 
the junctions of the frame and 
supports. 

After adding the corner 

posts, I measured halfway 
across the frame, made a tick 
mark, and installed the middle 
supports.

Installing the braces
For the diagonal side and 

end braces, I used Plastruct no. 
TFS-4 tee bracing (Photo 4). 
Since there might be a little 
variation in the distance 
between each support, I mea-
sured, marked, cut, and glued 
each brace as I went along. If 
you want to be a perfectionist, 

you can cut the braces at an 
angle top and bottom for a 
more finished appearance. 
However, I’ve observed most 
real railroads use a right-angle 
cut for structural braces.

After all the braces had 
dried and the entire assembly 
seemed secure, I installed the 
back and side HR-8 railings 
(Photo 5). I cut the back rail-
ing four sections long so it fit 
to the end of the frame. I 
brushed a line of Plastic Weld 
along the joint where the base 
of the railing meets the frame. 

I then cut one section of the 
railing for each of the two 
short sides of the platform, 
attaching them in the same 
manner but adding a little weld 
to the vertical sides for a neat 
appearance. 
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PHOTO 5. For crew safety, railings are installed on the rear and 
sides of the platform. Fast-acting styrene adhesive makes short 
work of this task.

PHOTO 6. The author’s maintenance platform takes shape as 
the deck is test-fit. Depending on your railroad, wood or 
diamond plate can be an option. Cut the floor to fit.

PHOTO 7. Stan used scribed hobby wood for his deck and 
scored a line every couple of inches to give the impression of 
individual boards. Adding scratches before staining shows use.

PHOTO 8. To keep the floor from warping, Stan added styrene 
tee bracing underneath. He used Gorilla Glue to hold the pieces 
together and allowed the components to dry overnight.

PHOTO 9. Note how the tee braces add realism to the model. 
By attaching the deck from underneath with styrene cement, 
the structure becomes more secure and easier to move around.

Adding the deck comes 
next. If you want a diamond 
plate steel floor, you can opt for 
Plastruct no. PS-152, which is 
realistic in appearance. I used 
1/32-inch-thick Northeastern 
Scale Lumber with 1/8-inch 
scribe lines. In either case, cut 
the floor to fit snugly inside the 
railings (Photo 6). 

I scored lines every scale 8 
feet, or about 2 inches, to sim-
ulate individual planks (Photo 
7). I put in a few scrapes with 
the end of the saw blade to 
show use – more at the front, 
less at the rear – before stain-
ing the wood with Minwax 
Special Walnut.

I added floor braces under 
the deck by cutting five sup-
ports from the TFS-4 stock and 
securing them with Gorilla 
Glue no. 770B single-use tubes 
(Photo 8). I placed weights on 
the pieces and left them to dry. 



The next day, I installed the 
braced floor and brushed weld 
to hold it in place. Photo 9 
shows the nice effect it gives to 
have some relief between the 
floor and frame. 

I then installed a set of steps 
on one end and a ladder at the 
other end. I cut Plastruct no. 
STA-6 stairs at the 11th step. 
(You may need more or fewer, 

depending on your location.) 
On the side of the steps 

closest to the tracks, I added a 
no. SR-8 railing and painted it 
yellow for safety (Photo 10). 
At the opposite end, I installed 
a no. KL-8 ladder to give the 
yard crew an alternate way to 
get to the platform (Photo 11). 

Moving the steps, ladder, 
and railing from one end to 
the other before gluing allows 
you to fit this project to any 
area on your layout. You can 
also move the side railings for-
ward and place the steps and 
ladder at the rear of the plat-
form if you wish.

I painted the bottom of the 
platform concrete gray while 
leaving the steps and railings 
their natural color. I added 
waste barrels and workers. You 
might consider weathering or 
adding rust streaks.

I selected a light-colored 
finish for more effective pho-
tography. I am now experi-

menting with a darker wood 
stain mixed with a tiny amount 
of motor oil. 

If you are looking for an 
enjoyable and useful project on 
a cold, rainy weekend, this is it!

Thanks to styrene compo-
nents, fast-bonding cement, 
and quick-drying paint, total 
time for this interesting line-
side structure was less than 
four hours. 

PHOTO 11. Stan installed a 
ladder on the opposite side of 
the platform to add variety. 
This might work better on 
some layouts, as the stairs 
make a longer footprint.

PHOTO 10. Originally, Stan 
intended the platform to fit a 
different location. By 
relocating the steps and 
ladder he was able to make it 
fit a different spot.

WHAT YOU’LL NEED
Plastruct (plastruct.com)
STYRENE SHAPES:
HR-8	 Handrail
KL-8	 Ladder
PPC-2	 Plastic Weld
RT-8	 Platform frame
SR-8 	 Side railing
STA-6	 Stairs
TFS-4	 Braces

Northeastern Scale Lumber 
(northeasternscalelumber.com)
6013	 1/32-inch-thick, 1/8- 		
	 inch scribed 
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LEGACY 
83368 EL #3607 
83369 EL #3618 
83370 EL BICENTENNICAL 
83371 GN HUSTLE MUSCLE 
83372 GN #402 
83373 GN #407 
83374 PC #6235 
83375 PC #6237 

 
 
 
 
83376 SRR, #3137 
83378 SP, #8801 
83379 SP, #8820 
83380 UP, #1 
83381 UP, #21

LIONEL 
SD45 SALE $559.99 EA.

LEGACY 
83382 SANTA FE 
83383 B&M, #1200 
83384 B&O, #9500 
83385 CSX, #9565 
83386 MILWAUKEE 
83388 PENNSYLVANIA 

 
 
83389 PB&N 
83390 SP, #1423 
83391 SP&S, #41 
83392 UNION RR 
83393 UP, black

LIONEL NW-2

SALE 
$429.99 EA.

DUE AUGUST 2017

LEGACY 
84096 BNSF #9300 
84097 BNSF, #9385 
84098 CN, #8100 
84099 CN, #8102 
84100 CSX #4837 
84101 CSX #4843 

 
84102 EMDX #72 
84103 EMDX #73 
84104 MONTANA, #4309 
84105 MONTANA, #4312 
84106 UP Flag, #8360 
84107 UP Flag, #8415

LIONEL 
SD70Ace

SALE 
$559.99 EA.

DUE AUGUST 2017

WILLIAMS SCALE PENNSYLVANIA 
GG-1 WITH TRUE-BLAST  
PLUS SOUND

WILLIAMS 4-6-2  
SEMI SCALE PACIFIC

SALE $369.99 EA.
#40801 NYC 
#40802 SOUTHERN 

#40803 SANTA FE 
#40804 WABASH

41850 GREEN, 5-STRIPE 
41851 TUSCAN, 5-STRIPE 
41852 GREEN, SINGLE STRIPE 
41853 CONGRESSIONAL

82829 BALTIMORE & OHIO 
82831 GREAT NORTHERN 
82832 MILWAUKEE 
82833 PERE MARQUETTE 
82834 SEABOARD

LIONEL E7 AA

LEGACY

LIONEL LEGACY SD60E  
NORFOLK & SOUTHERN

83423 HORSEHEAD, No. 6900  
83424 HORSEHEAD, No. 6916

39538 NKP 39542 WEYERHAEUSER

39532 SANTA FE 
39533 CP 
39535 GN 

39536 MKT #26 
39540 SOUTHERN 
39541 SP

O-LINE TRAINS  
MOTORIZED SPEEDER
402 UNION PACIFIC 
403 NEW YORK CENTRAL 
404 SEPTA 
405 BNSF 
406 U.S. ARMY 
407 METRO NORTH

81234 MKT 
81237 SEABOARD

WILLIAMS BERKSHIRE 2-8-4

#40507 SANTA FE

SUPER SALE $199.99

WILLIAMS SCALE 44 TON WITH 
TRUE-BLAST PLUS SOUND

#23101 PENNSYLVANIA
SALE $269.99 EA.

#23102 SANTA FE

#23103 SOUTHERN

#23104  
DENVER RIO GRANDE

23301 AMTRAK PHASE V 
23302 AMTRAK PHASE I 
23303 NEW HAVEN

SALE 
$269.99 
EA.

WILLIAMS GENESIS SCALE 
A-UNIT DIESELS  
WITH TRUE-BLAST PLUS SOUND

81444 PENNSYLVANIA 
81446 SANTA FE 
81447 NS 
81448 AMTRAK

LIONEL COMMAND CONTROL  
TIE JECTOR

SALE $179.99 EA.

28476 ILLNOIS CENTRAL SUPER SALE $99.99

WE ARE LIONEL‘S SECOND LARGEST DEALER IN THE WORLD!

WILLIAMS 
SEMI-SCALE 
DIE-CAST 

41703 PRR SILVER 
41704 AMTRAK

41702 PRR 
SINGLE-STRIPE 

GREEN

LIONEL SPEEDER 
COMMAND CONTROL

SUPER SALE 
$99.99 EA.

37061 UNION PACIFIC 
37062 NORFOLK SOUTHERN 
37064 CSX 
37065 BNSF 
37067 NEW YORK CENTRAL 
37068 CANADIAN NATIONAL

28452 MOW 
28471 SANTA FE 
28473 GN 
28475 UP 
28480 GTW 
38800 BOSTON & MAINE 
38811 RIO GRANDE 
38813 CHESAPEAKE & OHIO

LIONEL INSPECTION VEHICLE

SALE $131.99 
EA.

LIONEL COMMAND CONTROL 
PICK-UP TRUCKS

SALE  
$139.99 EA.

Sign Up for TrAinWorLD 
E-MAiL SALES & nEWS

81445 MAINTENANCE OF WAY.  $199.99

LIONEL ALCO PA AA

82220 SOUTHERN PACIFIC 
82223 RIO GRANDE 
82226 LEHIGH VALLEY 
82229 MISSOURI PACIFIC

LIONEL E8 AA

41798 PRR 
5-STRIPE GREEN

SALE $224.99

SUPER SALE  
$49.99 EA.

COMMAND 
CONTROL

LEGACY

LEGACY

MORE SALE ITEMS  
ON-LINE AT  

trainworld.com

83420  
VETERANS

83421  
GO RAIL

83422  
911 FIRST  
RESPONDERS

21650 B&M #1206 
21651 PENNSYLVANIA #9250 
21652 UNION PACIFIC #1011 
21653 WESTERN PACIFIC #608

WILLIAMS NW-2 WITH  
TRUE-BLAST PLUS SOUND

SALE 
$279.99 

EA.

WELDED 
82749 PRR,GREEN, 5-STRIPE 
82751 PRR,TUSCAN, 5-STRIPE 
82752 PRR, GREEN, SINGLE STRIPE 
82754 PENN CENTRAL, GREEN 
82755 AMTRAK, SILVER

LIONEL SCALE GG-1

BUILT-TO-ORDER

#40506 RIO GRANDE

SALE $299.99

23401 AMTRAK PACIFIC SUNLINER 
23402 AMTRAK CALIFORNIA 
23403 AMTRAK CASCADES

SALE 
$329.99 

EA.

WILLIAMS F59 PHI

Prototype Pictured

SUPER BLOWOUT  
WILLIAMS PASSENGER CARS 

trainworld.com

SUPER SALE 
$139.99 EA.

SUPER SALE $109.99 EA.

SALE 
$424.99 

EA.

BUILT-TO-ORDER

BUILT-TO-ORDER

BUILT-TO-ORDER

THE PRODUCTS WE SELL ARE NOT TOYS AND ARE NOT INTENDED FOR USE BY CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 14. THESE PRODUCTS ARE MODEL RAILROAD EQUIPMENT & ACCESSORIES AND ARE INTENDED FOR USE BY ADULTS.

 LIONEL CLOSEOUTS LIONEL SUPER SALE WILLIAMS WILLIAMS

 TRAINWORLD® 
 TRAINLAND®

TOLL FREE 1-800-541-7010 
INFO 1-718-436-7072

ONLINE SHOPPING: trainworld.com   E-MAiL: orders@trainworld.com

- 15% Re-Stocking Fee on returns    09/17F 
- Minimum UPS standard shipping & handling charge $10.99 
- Prices are subject to change without notice 
- Limited Quantities All Rights Reserved

751 McDonald Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11218 
FAX ORDERS 718-972-8514

SUPER SALE $199.99
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FOUR BREAKTHROUGHS HIT THE 
SHELVES 60 YEARS AGO

Story by Len Carparelli

Six decades have passed since the onset of one of Lionel’s more 
memorable periods, when its leaders tried fervently to boost sales. Lionel’s spot as 
the premier toy manufacturer was slipping away as the 1950s progressed.
 Already by 1955, executives were seeing declines in sales (a 38 percent drop over 
the preceding two years). They tried to diversify, but nothing seemed to help.
Then came 1957. Perhaps the last great year of the era. That year saw engineering 
and sales leaders introduce four train-oriented items. Each innovation left its 
mark and branded 1957 as a watershed moment in the history of the corporation.

After years spent envision-
ing and developing a new, 
more realistic O gauge track 

system, Lionel introduced Super O. It rep-
resented the company’s first attempt ever 
to revamp its track since 1900!  

(Solid T-Rail track, offered in the late 
1930s, was a separate line entirely. Unlike 
Super O, it was not intended to eventually 
replace tubular O gauge.)

Lionel’s tubular sections were sturdy, 
reliable, and easy to connect. But they 
looked nothing like full-size track. Lionel 
was still fabricating its O and O-27 
straights and curves using the same time-
tested methods of construction it had used 
for years: three rails, all the same size (too 
large) three unrealistic metal ties, and 
three track pins to join each section to the 
next. No matter how well tubular track 
functioned electrically, in terms of realism 
it just wasn’t cutting it by 1956.

Joshua Lionel Cowen, the co-founder 
of the business, took to heart the adver-
tisements run by his chief competitor, the 
A.C. Gilbert Co., in which it boasted 
about how its American Flyer brand oper-
ated on realistic two-rail track.

As Lou Shur, owner of Madison Hard-
ware Co. in New York City, told me many 
years ago, “Pop [the nickname he gave the 
elderly Cowen] was absolutely livid – furi-
ous – about those ads, because they 
attacked Lionel’s unrealistic track by stat-
ing, ‘real trains run on TWO rail track.’ 
Lou went to recall how Cowen wanted a 
two-rail track system in the Lionel catalog 
by 1957 – ‘or else!’”

 Of course, Cowen’s demand that the 
company switch over to a two-rail system, 
which would not be compatible with Lio-
nel’s O gauge and O-27 trains, was out of 
the question. But he kept insisting, so a 
compromise had to be reached.

Out came Super O! It had two outside 
rails with a thin copper blade acting as the 
electrical conduit for the center (third) 
rail. With the addition of a realistic brown 
plastic track bed simulating 16 wood ties 
per section, tie plates and rail spikes, Lio-
nel got the appearance of two-rail track 
while meeting the electrical requirements 
of three-rail. That meant older equipment 
would operate on the new system.

 Executives assumed Super O track 
would be at the top of the innovations for 
1957. Finally, Lionel had track as realistic 
as its trains. The cover of the new con-
sumer catalog heralded Super O as the 
“most important development in model 
railroading since Magne-Traction.” New 
engines would have to take a backseat.

In keeping with the heavy advertising 
and promotion of Super O, Lionel chose 
to replace many O gauge sets with Super 
O sets in its cataloged line. By 1958, it had 

Super O track 

Lionel’s 

for 1957 

1

Focus on classics

The front cover of the Lionel consumer catalog for 1957 heralded classic 
locomotives. Len Carparelli looks at and assesses four innovations for 1957.
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Another develop-
ment derived from 
Lionel’s effort to 
expand its market. 

Decision makers hoped an O-27 
outfit aimed at girls (no. 1587S 
Lady Lionel freight set) would 
reverse sales disappointments 

Higher-ups at Lionel hoped to 
attract girls into the largely male 
dominated hobby of model rail-
roading. What better way, they 
imagined, than by presenting a 

set decorated, as the consumer 
catalog for 1957 put it, “in fash-
ion-right soft pastel colors”: pink 
frosting, robin’s egg blue, butter-
cup yellow, sky blue, and lilac.

 The ploy failed. Though Lio-
nel used existing models, tooling, 
and graphics from older items to 
keep costs to a minimum, girls 
turned up their noses at the Lady 
Lionel. They wanted toy trains 
that looked like real ones.

The Girl’s Set was such a sales 

bomb some retailers repainted 
the pink no. 2037-500 steamers 
black so they could sell them! 
Lionel cataloged the 1587S for a 
second year, just to help dealers 
dispose of leftover inventory.

Ironically, because the Lady 
Lionel sold so poorly at the time, 
an original set in collectible con-
dition is highly sought today. 
Examples with all their original 
packaging now command hand-
some amounts of money. 

eliminated O gauge outfits entirely, offering 
sets only with O-27 or Super O track.  
Although the consumer catalog showed 
members of the O gauge track line still 
available for separate sale, Lionel plainly 
was phasing out that designation.

Too bad problems with Super O arose 
almost immediately. The biggest related to 
turnouts, whose design had been based on 
the cheaper O-27 no. 1122 switches (prone 
to overheating and coil meltdown). Engi-
neers should have used as their prototype 
the sturdier and more dependable O gauge 
no. 022 switches. 

 Even after Lionel revamped its Super O 
switches after 1958, operation still suffered. 
Designers never corrected the flaws, partic-
ularly when it was becoming obvious how 
Super O was failing to capture the loyalty 
of modelers. Hobbyists balked at the com-
plicated hookup and the tendency of sec-
tions to come apart if not screwed down.

2 Lady Lionel set

Super O track – a system of straights, curves, switches, and crossovers developed 
to give Lionel a more realistic brand to sell – represented years of research by 
company engineers. Lionel hoped it would counter claims of superiority by rivals.

Introducing a freight 
set painted in colors 
executives thought 
appealed to girls 
seemed a surefire way 
to boost sales. Too bad 
for Lionel O-27 outfit 
no. 1587S met with 
indifference and 
derision. Girls wanted 
the same realistic 
models as boys did.
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With most 
American rail-
roads rapidly 

switching to diesel power by 
1957, the venerable steam 
locomotive was beginning to 
see the end. “Dieselization,” 
as the trend of eliminating 
steam engines was called, 
had been completed by most 
domestic lines. Railroads 
familiar to Lionel fans soon 
to have switched over 
included the Great Northern, 
Milwaukee Road, New York 
Central, and Santa Fe.

Yet a third innovation 
associated with Lionel’s 1957 
line was a bold and attractive 
steam engine and tender: the 
no. 746 Norfolk & Western 
class J streamlined 4-8-4 
Northern. It was, the catalog 
proclaimed, “dramatic evi-
dence that steam locos can 
be right up to the minute in 
power and design.”

 The story behind the 746 
is a fascinating one, retold 
most recently by Classic Toy 
Trains Senior Editor Roger 
Carp in his new book, Col-
lectible Lionel Classics: Trea-
sures from the Postwar Era. 

John Van Dyke, a fan of the 
N&W, fabricated a model of 
the streamlined steamer 
using a Lionel 2-8-4 Berk-
shire. He then informed Lio-
nel’s Engineering Depart-
ment of what he had done 
and offered to 
share his handi-
work with them if 
they’d make a “J.”

Lionel’s initial 
reluctance to 
design and market 
a new steam engine 
was related to the 
sales decline it was 
experiencing. Tool-
ing up for entirely 
new products, 
especially engines, was 
expensive. However, because 
Van Dyke had based his 
model on a mechanism 
already in production, Lionel 
ingeniously adapted it so the 
only new tooling required 
was the boiler; the boiler 
front; and the steam chest.  

Engineers did relent and 
tool up new truck sides so 
the rear truck might be more 
prototypically accurate. Yet 
the rear truck frame was 

almost identical to the one 
on a Berkshire, with a longer 
drawbar added along with 
new truck sides. A four-
wheel front truck from a 
small Hudson yielded the 
N&W’s signature 4-8-4 

wheel arrangement. The rest 
of the class J model was a 
slightly modified no. 736. 

 Lionel’s ingenious engi-
neers came up with a new 
smoke unit for 1957 that 
used liquid instead of pellets. 
They installed it on the 746 
as well as other steam 
engines. As for a tender for 
the J, Lionel relied on its old 
standby, the no. 2046W. The 
whistle tender now sported a 
new paint scheme adorned 

with bright red and yellow 
striping to match what the 
detailing along each side of 
the 4-8-4.

 History, unfortunately, 
showed the 746 as another 
sales bomb. Lionel cataloged 

the streamlined 
steamer for a few 
more years. The 
consumer catalog 
for 1960, its final 
year in the line, had 
it relegated to a 
small drawing in the 
O-27 section, where 
it was described as 
available as a sepa-
rate-sale item only.

Most likely, Lio-
nel quit manufacturing the 
746 after 1958. Following 
that year, the company did its 
best to dispose of whatever 
inventory was left over.

As late as 1974, Madison 
Hardware Co. was advertis-
ing its remaining new 746 
engine and tender combina-
tions in their master carton 
for $29.95! Think of how 
much a never-opened 
746LTS might bring on the 
collector market nowadays!

Streamlined 4-8-4 Northern3
The final large and impressive O gauge model of a steam locomotive and tender developed by Lionel was the no. 746 Norfolk & 
Western J-class 4-8-4 Northern. The handsome streamlined pair failed to generate enthusiasm from consumers.
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END TO INNOVATIONS After 1957 and the 
disappointing results of notable sets and the new track, the 
innovations at Lionel ceased. The departure of Cowen, along 
with an even more disappointing financial picture for 1958, 
greatly affected the company. That year Lionel actually lost 
money for the first time since the Great Depression!

In the ensuing years, Lionel’s engineers and production 
supervisors began following a practice of drastically cheap-
ening their line. Heading out the door for good were die-cast 
metal trucks and couplers, heavy locomotive frames cast 

from zinc alloy, and any number of sturdy and finely detailed 
products. Just about every locomotive offered in 1958 was 
either a reissue of an older item or a standby with a new paint 
job, such as the no. 2242 New Haven F3 A-B pair.

Yet we should not forget the efforts made by corporate 
leaders in 1957 to enhance the train line and reach new 
niches in the toy train marketplace. They had dared to exper-
iment and focus on railroad realism, although in ways that 
failed to bring new folks into the Lionel fold or revive the 
fading enthusiasm of longtime fans.  

Did you recall how Lionel 
put a four-car streamlined 
passenger set at the top of 

each year’s cataloged line? After using F3 
diesels as the motive power for a desired 
set in 1952, ’53, and ’54, executives had 
switched allegiance to Pennsylvania RR 
GG1 electrics in the next two years.

Then for 1957, sales leaders returned 
to the F3. Only not one decorated for the 
Santa Fe, as had been the rule previously. 
They opted, instead, for a new A-A com-
bination painted and lettered for the 
Canadian Pacific to head set no. 2296W.

 The no. 2373 duo was a surprising 
move by Lionel’s top brass. That railroad 
was largely unknown to most Americans, 
especially boys like me, who were the 
force behind Lionel sales. Most of us 
wanted trains modeled after the railroads 
that ran through our home towns. 

Leaders should have known Canada 
was not a large part of Lionel’s market. 
The list of authorized service stations had 
more than 800 locations in the U.S. in 
1956 – and fewer than 50 in Canada. 

 Maybe those men, striving to broaden 
Lionel’s appeal, thought they could boost 
sales in Canada with a set highlighting the 
CP. “If you’re lucky,” declared the text 
accompanying artwork of the 2296W set 
in the consumer catalog, “you may ride 
the real Canadian through the breathtak-
ing Rockies, but right now you can pilot 
this tri-colored model through a moun-
tain right-of-way of your own!”

 Again, however, what seemed like a 
savvy sales tactic, fell short of the mark. 
Sales of the 2296W proved disappointing, 
and Lionel discontinued the Canadian set 
after only one year, never to appear in the 
postwar catalogs again.

 Lionel decision makers and designers, 
in an ill-fated attempt at matching what 
the Canadian Pacific actually did to let 
travelers see more of the spectacular scen-
ery, filled the set with an unusual consist. 
It offered three no. 2552 Vista-Dome cars 
and not the traditional assortment of one 
or even two dome cars with a Pullman 
coach added for versatility. Trying to be 
more realistic merely left Lionel open to 
criticism from frustrated customers.

About all consumers could do was aug-
ment their purchases with the two sepa-
rate-sale Pullmans also cataloged in 1957: 
the nos. 2553 Blair Manor and 2554 Craig 
Manor. Poor sales of the CP passenger 
outfit explained why sales of the two Pull-
mans proved even more dismal. Now, 
though, the set, like the Lady Lionel, 
leaves collectors hypnotized, and prices 
for the 2296W continue to skyrocket.

Canadian Pacific passenger set4
Corporate leaders at Lionel, who were eager to reach out to youngsters living in Canada, had worked with the Canadian 
Pacific RR on the decoration of the no. 2373 F3 A-A diesel combination and the streamlined passenger cars they pulled in   
outfit no. 2296W. Once more, what might have been a smart idea just did not generate heightened sales for Lionel.
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I n 1961, Ricky Nelson crooned about being a travelin’ 
man. The rock ’n’ roll star sang that he had made a lot of 
stops and in every port owned the heart of at least one 
lovely girl – and had no intention of slowing down.
The Kearney family, Bob and Pat as well as their three 

sons, also made a lot of stops over the years. From Ohio to 
Arizona and then off to New Mexico, only to pull up stakes 
and head for the sunshine of California.

In every part they owned the heart – of more and more 
Lionel trains! Bob built a collection of postwar and mod-
ern-era O gauge locomotives and rolling stock. Only now, 
with the help and support of his son Doug, has this veteran 
hobbyist at last constructed the layout he long desired.

By Roger Carp • Photos by Doug Kearney

THE KEARNEYS 
FINALLY BUILD 
THEIR OHIO &  
SOUTHWESTERN RR

SETTING
DOWN 
ROOTS
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Roots go deep!
Bob loved his Lionel beauties. He was 

carrying on traditions launched by his 
own dad. The Kearney family had entered 
the world of model railroading way back 
in the 1930s, when Bob’s father had begun 
playing with Marx trains. After World War 
II, he had graduated to Lionel models.

The magnificent engines and cars spent 
little time in their boxes, not after Doug’s 
grandfather vowed to run them on a true 
layout. So what if the family home had no 
open space for an O gauge railroad. The 
elder Kearney’s solution was to grab shov-
els, pickaxes, and wheelbarrows to dig out 
a basement.

Of course, when Bob built a home in 
the early 1970s, he added a full basement. 
He did so to have a special place where he 
could run those trains over benchwork 
made out of 2 x 4s and sheets of plywood. 

Eventually, harsh winters chased Bob 

and his clan out of Ohio. They set out for 
warmer weather, ending in the Southwest.

Pat saves the day
The odyssey of the Kearneys started 

with a 10-year stint in Arizona. Did they 
run trains? Sure – a loop of track on car-
pet in their living room. They acquired 
more Lionel trains, and the temporary lay-
out migrated to a sheet or two of plywood 
on a pool table.

 Next stop for the Kearneys was New 
Mexico, where Doug attended high 
school. Not much time for trains in the 
four years there before the family pulled 
up stakes, leaving the Land of Enchant-
ment for a new home in California.

After Bob retired, he brought out the 
trains while adding to his collection. Four 

loops of Lionel FasTrack wound around 
furniture in the living and dining rooms. 
Doug, watching his dad enjoy the trains, 
told him, “It’s time to get them off the 
floor and running on a layout.”

Pat told her husband he could use the 
two rooms where he had created his Car-
pet Central. “My dad and I thought my 
mom was joking,” Doug said, “but she was 
serious. To be honest, I think she was just 
tired of dusting the furniture since they 
didn’t use those two room anyway!”

Bob and Doug started the 17 x 26-foot 
layout showcased here in Classic Toy 
Trains. Work on what they christened the 
Ohio & Southwestern RR (reminding 
them of the family’s traveling) began in 
March of 2012 and, for all intents and pur-
poses, has continued through the present.

1. If you’re going to name your layout the Ohio & Southwestern RR, as Bob and Pat 
Kearney did, you need to pay tribute to the railroads that once ran in the Buckeye 
State. How do you like steam power from the Norfolk & Western and the Nickel Plate 
Road? Bob favors them because he grew up near their main lines in Ohio.



1

23

4

5

26'-0"

17'-0"

36  Classic Toy Trains • September 2017

Illustration by Kellie Jaeger

2. Now you understand exactly why the Kearneys refer to their family’s 17 x 26-foot display as the Ohio & Southwestern RR. The 
Santa Fe has been a favorite of Doug’s since his father brought him across the country to settle in southern California, where 
that railroad once operated. Few of the engine-servicing facilities shown in CTT rival this one in size and detail.

The Ohio & Southwestern RR, in name and scope, expresses the passion three generations of the Kearney clan 
share for toy trains. The numbered arrows correspond to the numbers in each of the captioned photos. 
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Books and videos
Doug calls the Ohio & Southwestern 

RR the first attempt his dad and he have 
ever made in building a realistically land-
scaped model railroad reliant on the most 
elaborate systems of control. But it is a 
first layout only literally. Everything else 
about it reflects depth and expertise.

The Kearneys gathered information 
over the past 20 years by reading model 
railroading books and studying instruc-
tional videos on the Internet. Volumes 
about assembling versatile benchwork 
helped. So did scenery books written by 
Dave Frary and Dennis Brennan.

Best of all, says Doug, have been the 
modelers who have shared their knowl-
edge on the Internet. “Dennis Brennan 
and Alan Zamorski helped us with many 
tasks. Our greatest inspiration came from 
the videos Rich Battista made to showcase 
his O gauge Black Diamond Ry. layout.”

Ready to go
Insights and techniques shared by three 

of the finest O gauge modelers around 
motivated Bob and Doug. The 2 x 4 pieces 
of lumber the two of them used for the 
foundation went together in no time. On 
top of that framework, father and son put 

sections of ¾-inch-thick plywood until 
they had the skeleton of a layout whose 
levels climbed from 44 to 52 to 63 inches.

Next came the track. GarGraves all the 
way! According to Doug, some of the 
straights they secured with 18-gauge brads 
dated from the 1950s, when his grandfa-
ther had bought them. Other sections 
were “newer,” having been brought home 
by his dad in the 1970s. Something about 
the wood ties and blackened middle rail, 
not to mention the ability to bend the 
curves, appealed to the family.

Controlling it all
The best way to under-

stand the Ohio & South-
western RR is as a layout 
built to fulfill the dreams of 
three generations of Kear-
neys. True, the railroad has 
the look of one developed 
in the past decade. But many key aspects 
of its design and construction reflect the 
participation of members over the past 
half-century.

How operators control their trains – 
indeed, the nature of those freight and 
passenger trains – gets right to the point. 
Doug realized the layout must, if it was 

going to meet all expectations, include 
both conventional and command control.

Nothing less would enable the Kear-
neys to run the postwar locomotives sur-
viving from Bob’s childhood as well as the 
newcomers to the family roster sold by 
Atlas O, MTH Electric Trains, 3rd Rail, 
and, no surprise, today’s Lionel.

Lionel ZW transformers haven’t retired 
since handling Bob’s engines in the 1950s. 
Now, Doug says, the vintage power packs 
handle the lights around the layout.

For the heavy lifting, father and son 
turned to what’s on the current market: a 

Lionel ZW-C with four 180-watt “bricks” 
(the two upper main lines) and an MTH 
Z-4000 (the lower loop and the tracks in 
the engine-servicing yard). Then they 
installed the components needed for Lio-
nel’s Legacy command system.

Sharing details, Doug summarized the 
wiring as 14-gauge for the star pattern 

Name: The Kearney Family’s 
Ohio & Southwestern RR

Gauge: O
Dimensions: 17 x 26 feet
Track: GarGraves (72- to 89-inch 

diameters)
Switches: Ross Custom Switches
Motive power: Atlas O, Lionel, MTH, 3rd Rail
Rolling stock: Atlas O, Golden Gate Depot, 

InterMountain Railway, Lionel, MTH, 
Weaver

Controls: Lionel 180-watt PowerHouse (4), 
type-ZW, type-ZW-C, MTH Z-4000 trans-
formers with Lionel TrainMaster Command 
Control and Legacy systems

Accessories: Lionel, Millhouse River Studio, 
MTH

Structures: Altoona Model Works, Bar Mills, 
Brennan’s Model Railroading, Crescent 
Locomotive Works, Keil Line, Korber, Lionel, 
Model Tech Studios, MTH, Pecos River Brass

Vehicles: Athearn, Motor City Classics, Road 
Signature

Figures: Arttista, Bachmann, Woodland  
Scenics

LAYOUT AT A GLANCE

BEST OF ALL, HAS BEEN THE WILLINGNESS 
OF EXPERIENCED MODELERS TO SHARE 
WHAT THEY HAVE LEARNED.

3. Fans of the Santa Fe will probably linger at this photo taken by Doug. 
Freight trains meet on two levels on a chilly afternoon in February. Snow 
covers the peaks of the San Gabriel Mountains just east of Los Angeles. 
The diesels are General Electric Dash 8 and Dash 9 models from MTH.
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derived from guidelines created for the 
MTH Digital Command System and 
10-gauge to connect the transformers to 
the Track Interface Units from MTH. 
Thinner types (18- to 30-gauge wiring) 
worked well for lights around the layout. 
Feeders amounted to 14-gauge wired sol-
dered to main lines every 6 to 10 feet.

Mountains stand tall
Doug describes first how his dad and 

he went back a generation when they con-
sidered how to fabricate the mountains for 
the Ohio & Southwestern RR. They first 
assembled a web of cardboard strips and 
layered pieces of plaster-impregnated fab-
ric over it. The two of them next spread on 
top of that solid foundation either 
Sculptamold or Structolite, depending on 
the sort of texture they wanted in areas.

Quickly, Doug proceeds to discuss a 
second method for landforms. Basic is 

geodesic foam from Bragdon Enterprises 
and then using it in conjunction with rub-
ber molds from Woodland Scenics and 
Bragdon to cast rock outcroppings and 
walls. The final step involves affixing these 
plaster features wherever desired.

Time to color the different surfaces of 
the exposed landforms. According to 
Doug, “All exposed Homasote and plaster 
ended up covered with earth-colored latex 
paints. We primed the geodesic foam with 
gesso and painted it with artist’s acrylics 
from crafts stores. We stained plaster 
rocks with diluted acrylic paints, adding 
highlights and shadows with oil-based 
paints applied with dry brushes.”

Ground cover and vegetation
Bob and Doug sprinkled on real dirt 

shoveled into buckets and sifted thor-
oughly after they had carried it home. 
Where they live in the West is so hot and 

arid that dirt becomes thoroughly dry: 
“Nothing can grow in it!” Doug said.

Finely sifted soil became the main 
ingredient of ground cover for a lot of 
areas. The two men poured into it pow-
dered black paint and crumbled ballast the 
same hue. Then they spread the dark mix 
around their turntable and roundhouse. 

Where vegetation was called for, father 
and son ordered ground foam from Scenic 
Express and Woodland Scenics. They 
trusted the variety of colors and textures 
would satisfy every need foreseen. Of spe-
cial value, they said, was a relatively new 
product called Static Grass Flock, put on 
the market by Woodland Scenics. An 
applicator from Noch did the trick.

The photos show the many realistic 
bushes and trees modeled for the layout, 
so learning how Doug and Bob made 
them is a priority. The Kearneys specified 
clump and fine leaf foliage from Wood-
land Scenics, along with several products 
put out by Scenic Express. That list 
included SuperTrees, ditch weeds, Super-
Leaf items, and Briar Patch branches. 

4. Expertly integrating photo backdrops with the three-dimensional scenery and neat 
structures leaves viewers wondering where one element ends and the other begins. 
Together, they create an ideal setting for the slightly weathered Santa Fe diesels.
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Upgrading structures
Layouts like the Ohio & Southwestern 

RR, which shine a spotlight on the land-
scaping, can cause observers to overlook 
outstanding structures. Doug tries his best 
to ensure the railroad-oriented and resi-
dential buildings get their respect.

Most of the structures admired belong 
to commercial lines. Altoona Model 
Works, Brennan’s Model Railroading, 
Korber, and Millhouse River Studio stand 
out. Doug and Bob get a kick out of 
upgrading what they buy, usually by paint-
ing and weathering exterior surfaces. 

The Kearneys also enjoy adding track-
side and other kinds of details. After 
combing through listings and catalogs 
from Bar Mills, Keil Line, and Model Tech 
Studios, among other businesses, they 
make purchases aimed at improving every 
neighborhood, yard, and highway. They 
note the importance of installing lights. 

Plus backdrops for depth and realism. 
At each end of the layout Doug and Bob 
used carpet tape to hang a two-piece item 
from Backdrop Warehouse to panels of 

1⁄8-inch-thick Masonite they then screwed 
to 1 x 2 stringers attached to a wall.

Finest area
Mountains, backdrops, buildings, and 

plenty of trains – Pat gazes at what her 
husband and son have put in the living 
room and smiles when she remembers 
how Bob dreamed of a layout and how 
Doug worked with his dad 
on a project that tightened 
their strong bond.

The two of them spent 
more than a year building 
the roundhouse (a plaster 
kit), making sure the paint-
ing and weathering were 
perfect. As challenging for 
the Kearneys were the yard office (a wood 
kit with laser-cut parts) and the diesel 
shed they kitbashed using modular walls 
from Pecos River Brass. “Figuring out the 
right kind of adhesive to use turned out to 
be extremely important,” Doug said.

It demanded lots of effort to finish the 
yard and its facilities. But it was worth it.

 Time to learn
Anyone reading about the Ohio & 

Southwestern RR should take to heart the 
advice generously shared by Doug. Of 
course, his wisdom boils down to taking 
whatever steps are necessary to construct 
the layout you’ve dreamed of. 

Doug recommends reading about what 
you’ll need to do while searching for 

answers in traditional sources (hobby 
magazines and books) as well as novel 
ones, notably Internet sites and forums. 
Then enjoy discovering how much you 
can achieve, from making realistic scenery 
to wiring a command-control system. He 
says, “You can fulfill your goals of having a 
layout to run your trains!”  

THE TWO OF THEM SPENT MORE THAN A 
YEAR BUILDING THE ROUNDHOUSE  
(A PLASTER KIT), MAKING SURE THE  
PAINTING AND WEATHERING WERE PERFECT.

5. The Kearneys, including their son Doug, know from experience in the hobby that 
details, especially figures, inject life and add realism into scenes. They pay attention 
to even the tiniest element, including sand spilled on the track and by a storage bin.
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Inoted with interest the 
article Harry Noble had 
written for the March 
2016 issue of Classic 
Toy Trains in which he 
explained how to build 

a Marx box-motor traction 
unit for his O-27 layout using 
items he had scavenged from 
his junk box. He reported 
using, among other pieces, a 
6-inch-long wagon-style tin-
plate lithographed tender and 
a two-wheel non-reversing 
motor assembly from a vintage 
Marx no. 400 or 490 steamer.

Frankly, I found Harry’s 
how-to article very inspiring 
because it showed there is still 
a lot of interest among CTT 
readers in old Marx trains. I 
cared a lot about them, too, 
because I was heavily involved 

in producing new Marx trains 
from 1992 to about 2004.

Recalling a Marx set
The business I helped to 

establish 25 years ago aimed to 
re-create items inspired by and 

compatible with some tinplate 
models made by Louis Marx & 
Co. in the late prewar and early 
postwar eras. We did not, how-
ever, intend to duplicate any 
vintage collectibles. 

One of our inspirations, 

THE STORY 
BEHIND 
MODERN 
MARX TRAINS  
PRODUCTION INSPIRED  BY THE PAST 

The lineup of brand-new 6-inch 
trolleys released by a revamped 
Marx Trains back in the 1990s 
included three colorful schemes.

Marx Trains released two 
groups of military-oriented 
models. They came decorated 
for the U.S. Military Corps 
(front) and the Atomic Energy 
Commission (elevated).
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which bounced between the 
drawing board and prototype 
bench, was an O-27 train set 
powered by a 6-inch boxcab 
motor. Our earliest ideas 
appeared in “Right Time, Right 
Place,” published in the Janu-
ary 1995 issue of CTT.

That brief magazine article 
contained images of a Chicago 
Transit Authority elevated pas-
senger train as well as a main-
tenance-of-way train. Both sets 
were hand-painted prototypes 
made back in 1993. They 
ended up displayed in our 
company’s archives.

The MOW set never made 
it into production. By contrast, 
the CTA passenger set, com-
plete with trestle pieces, was 
released in 1998. That train did 
well on the market.

Additional names
The popularity of the CTA 

train motivated us to produce 
a similar set decorated for the 
New York City IRT subway. 
Both had station call sounds 
activated by start/stop.

The motors in the urban 
power units were a modifica-
tion of our standard motor 
squeezed into the 6-inch four-
wheel frame. Trimming and 
other modifications were 
required for wheel clearance.

Next to appear on the mar-
ket were Park Avenue trolleys. 
They followed the CTA and 
IRT and were also an over-
whelming success. The final 
boxcabs were the Atomic 
Energy Commission (AEC) 
and THOR military switchers, 
made in the early 2000s.  

Story and photos by James R. Flynn

An Olympian-style boxcab 
with articulated porches was 
on the prototype bench, when 
we sold the company in 2004. 
Sadly, it never went into pro-
duction, although a crude pro-
totype model of that concept 
was fashioned. That engineer-

ing sample made use of the 
same motor/frame unit, car 
trucks and frame parts, plus 
some over-the-top trim.  

Developing those boxcabs 
was demanding, but making 
them was fun, as was seeing 
most go into production. 

INSPIRED  BY THE PAST 

Planned but never put into production by Marx Trains during 
its brief history was a long Olympian type of boxcab unit. The 
prototype came decorated for the Pennsylvania RR.

Each of the new Marx trolleys 
consisted of a lithographed sheet-
steel shell, a metal chassis (front), 
and a motorized body equipped 
with four wheels and a headlight.
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ACTION AND AUTHENTICITY MAKE A WINNING O GAUGE  
COMBINATION FOR NEAL ZOUMBOUKOS

BALANCE
RIGHT

STRIKING THE 
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By Roger Carp • Photos by Dave Horton

Ladies and Gentlemen: Prepare to be amazed by this 
balancing act. Watch as one man defies the odds and manages 
to remain upright while being pulled by two powerful forces! 
Classic Toy Trains proudly presents the Great Zoumboukos! No 
tightrope or acrobat – this balancing act involves a 17 x 20-foot 
layout featuring elements of toy-like fancy and realistic scenes.

1. Neal believes Lionel’s 
renditions of Santa Fe F3 
diesels (in this case, his 
no. 2353 A-A duo) never 
lose their beauty. They 
age with elegance, much 
like a motion picture 
starlet or an American-
made automobile from 
the late 1950s. 
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Neither joyful whimsy nor authenticity 
overwhelms the other. In this one layout 
Neal Zoumboukos neatly captures the best 
of both niches of the toy train hobby.

Love of vintage trains
The story of this layout really begins 

with Neal’s love of vintage electric trains. 
He speaks glowingly of the Lionel O gauge 
steam passenger set his godfather gave 
him in 1950. Outfit no. 2136WS, originally 
cataloged in 1948, nurtured Neal’s desire 
to balance toy trains with the realism soon 
to assume so much importance for him.

That three-car passenger train put into 
motion the balancing act that has con-
sumed Neal for more than six 
decades. During his youth, the 
Lionel set motivated Neal and 
his dad to build a 6 x 10-foot 
layout in the family garage.

More real than Lionel?
Neal found new ways of 

fine-tuning the mental skills 
that transformed a toy operating on three-
rail track into a realistic model of what 
could be seen on many American rail-
roads. Moving into HO scale in the 1980s 
advanced those skills. Neal learned how to 
assemble and finish structures and to fash-
ion eye-appealing scenery with help from 
his wife Yvonne while becoming an advo-
cate for the merits of realistic modeling.

In the final years of the 20th century, 
Neal’s commitment to HO modeling 
gained momentum. He respected every-
thing the smaller and realistic trains pro-
vided. Realism meant more to him.

Neal’s talents were not all that grew 
during the period when HO modeling 
commanded his time and resources. A 
compact scale layout he expected to stall 
at 24 square feet continued to expand until 
it topped out at 84 square feet. 

Without abandoning the HO layout or 
regretting his involvement in the scale side 
of model railroading, Neal progressed for-
ward by returning to the O gauge niche. 
He planned a three-rail layout along the 

perimeter of his 6 x 14-foot HO empire. 
Whimsy would exist alongside scale.

Ready to balance
Neal was on the verge of a feat few 

individuals dare to attempt or care to 
attempt! He would complement his realis-
tic and satisfying HO railroad with a toy-
like and equally satisfying O gauge one.

2. Who says realistic scenery doesn’t enhance the appearance of postwar toy trains? Neal’s attractive layout shows how well solid 
landscaping complements the fanciful look of antique locomotives, railcars, and accessories. Patti McNutt, an artist from the Pacific 
Northwest, painted many of the scenic features; the eye-catching commercial backdrops in the distance were sold by Faller.

Name: Neal Zoumboukos’  
O gauge layout

Dimensions: 17 x 20 feet
Track and switches: Lionel, Ross 

Custom Switches (31-inch to 
72-inch diameters)

Motive power: Atlas O, K-Line, 
Lionel (postwar, modern), MTH

Rolling stock: Atlas O, Inter-
mountain, K-Line, Lionel (post-
war, modern), MTH, Weaver

Controls: Lionel types KW, ZW 
transformers with TrainMaster 
Command Control

Accessories: Lionel, Marx
Structures: Atlas O, Lemax, Lio-

nel, Plasticville
Vehicles: Diecast Direct, Ertl, 

GreenLight Collectibles, Hot 
Wheels, Lionel, MTH, SpecCast 
Products, Welly, Yat Ming

Figures: Life-Like Products, Prei-
ser, Woodland Scenics

LAYOUT AT A GLANCE

NEAL’S ATTRACTIVE LAYOUT SHOWS HOW 
WELL SOLID LANDSCAPING COMPLEMENTS 
THE FANCIFUL LOOK OF ANTIQUE RAILCARS, 
LOCOMOTIVES, AND ACCESSORIES.
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Neal has developed an O gauge railroad 
in which antique toy locomotives, rolling 
stock, and accessories thrive in realistic 
settings reminiscent of his HO world.

The tools Neal relied on to achieve his 
balancing act, plus the techniques and 
tricks he used, have much to teach us. A 
love for Lionel trains need not cause us to 
reject the  advantages of realism. Indeed, 
blending postwar items with the latest 
scenery and buildings has many benefits.

Start with the track
Neal was very familiar with benchwork 

when he began work on the 17 x 20-foot 
layout shown here. He had gone beyond 
tabletop methods. Books, magazine arti-
cles, and experience building his HO dis-
play had taught him about the open-grid 
method he adopted for his O gauge layout. 

After putting a layer of ½-inch-thick 
sound board over the plywood surface, 
Neal debated what sort of track to use. 

Traditional Lionel tubular track had the 
appearance he wanted.

So Neal had voted first for something 
that suggested toy trains. But he shifted to 
realism by acknowledging the limitations 
of the customary 31-inch-diameter curves. 
For a more authentic look, he moved up to 
the wider pieces available from Lionel, 
selecting 54-inch-diameter curves.

A commitment to realism emerged fur-
ther when Neal focused on the need to 

Neal gave the locations 
of his postwar and 
modern-era accesso-
ries a great deal of 
thought so he could 
improve different 
scenes. The numbered 
arrows correspond to 
the numbers in each of 
the captioned photos 
Dave Horton took.

Illustration by Kellie Jaeger
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properly finish his trackwork. He inserted 
Realistic Railroad Ties sold by Three R 
Plastics and poured on the ballast from 
Dechant’s Railroad Express.

Best kinds of control
Although Neal is partial to postwar 

models, he owns more locomotives and 
cars manufactured in the modern era of 
production (1970 to the present) than he 
does trains made in the 25 years after the 
end of World War II.

Neal’s roster of contemporary electric 
trains also strikes a balance. He points to 

motive power and rolling stock from firms 
other than Lionel. Locomotives from 
MTH Electric Trains, Atlas O, and K-Line, 
along with freight and passenger cars by 
Atlas O and Weaver share space on the 
shelves and main lines with Lionel items.

If you appreciate the balancing act Neal 
performs, you will understand why he 
operates his trains using conventional 
means as well as command control. He 
votes for the best systems of both eras.

“I run my postwar Lionel engines, 
along with my MTH locomotives, with a 
conventional transformer,” Neal said. “My 

modern Lionel steam engines and Atlas O 
diesel depend on TrainMaster Command 
Control. At least most of the time!” 

A final nod to balance came down for 
Neal to wiring the latest rendition of the 
classic Lionel type-ZW power source at 
the helm of his control panel. That big boy 
handles the various trains. But a vintage 
type-KW transformers is in charge of the 
different operating accessories and the 
banks of lights on the layout.

Neal referred to 10-gauge wire when 
asked about mainline feeders. He soldered 
them 5 feet apart. Thinner kinds of wire – 
he specified 18- to 24-gauge – serve the 
many turnouts, accessories, and lights.

Toys amid scenery
Neal appreciates the whimsical quali-

ties of his postwar freight and passenger 
trains. He finds much to love about the 
accessories Lionel highlighted in its line, 
especially the brightly colored plastic fea-
tures and ingenious animation. “These are 
among the finest toys ever made,” he says.

Such allegiance dictated that Neal 
showcase his postwar signals, freight load-
ers, and light towers from Lionel and 
Marx. Similarly, he wanted to leave lots of 

4. As Neal put it, 
“Maybe Lionel didn’t 
offer any Southern 
Pacific F3s back in 
the 1950s – but it 
should have!” These 
gorgeous A-B-A 
units cataloged in 
2000 (no. 38197) roll 
regally through a 
grade crossing 
guarded by vintage 
Lionel no. 154 
highway flashers.

3. How often during 
the 1950s did kids 
who worshiped Lionel 
struggle to decide at 
the holidays whether 
to request a colorful 
diesel or a powerful 
steam locomotive?
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real estate for Plasticville kits, including 
businesses and railroad facilities.

But Neal didn’t want an entirely fanci-
ful world. His layout must be more than a 
simple environment with grass mats or 
carpeting for fields and mirrors for water.

Neal made his goal plain: Realism in 
the form of believable scenery made with 
the latest techniques and materials pro-
vides the finest stage for his trains.

Consequently, Neal designed sections 
of the benchwork to form the deep can-
yons he desired. They, like the towering 
mountains erected after he had lain the 
track, began with wire mesh stapled to 
wood forms and framework. Then he 
slathered on Sculptamold for the surface, 
which he shaped carefully.

After Neal had assessed the results and 
pronounced his satisfaction with them, he 
turned over the responsibilities of scenery 
to his wife, Yvonne. “She used latex paints, 
watercolors, and tempera coloring to com-
plete the shells.”

The husband-and-wife team, along 
with their granddaughter Samantha, bal-
anced their talents to add ground covering 
and foliage. Yvonne agreed with Neal 

about the quality of Wood-
land Scenics landscaping 
products. For the trees they 
favored items from Grand 
Central Gems, Heki, and 
Woodland Scenics.

Realistic Water, also from 
Woodland Scenics, made 
modeling water as easy as 

filling a tray for ice cubes! All Yvonne had 
to do was paint the bottom of the pond or 
creek and then pour the Realistic Water.

Go for the middle
When conversing with Neal or merely 

listening to him describe how he devel-
oped his O gauge layout, you’re struck 

with his sense of tranquility. No tension in 
his voice, and no feelings of regret about 
what he might have done.

This skilled model railroader gained a 
high level of satisfaction with his O gauge 
display by following his instincts and 
sticking to the middle ground. He gave his 
postwar trains and accessories a central 
role without abandoning his appreciation 
of the growing array of products and 
modeling methods leaving their mark on 
the hobby today. 

So it is little wonder Neal advises new-
comers and veterans alike to think about 
what they love regarding trains, scenery, 
and controls and then attempt to let them 
have equal value. Balance and moderation, 
which folks agree are the elements of a 
gratifying life, work as successfully when 
creating a model railroad certain to please 
you for many years. 

5. A Lionel no. 224 steam locomotive and tender from Neal’s roster of postwar trains bursts out of a truss bridge with a short 
freight in tow. He bought the Faller background scene and mounted it on 4 x 6-foot sheets of corrugated plastic.

REALISM IN THE FORM OF BELIEVABLE  
SCENERY MADE WITH THE LATEST  
TECHNIQUES AND MATERIALS PROVIDES THE 
FINEST STAGE FOR NEAL’S TRAINS.

SUBSCRIBER EXTRA  
TO WATCH A VIDEO of Neal Zoumboukos’ 

O gauge layout, go to www.ClassicToyTrains.
com and click on “Subscriber Extra”



Nancy listened to Rich’s 
tale and encouraged him to 
expand his collection of post-
war models and accessories; 
Nancy also suggested to her 
husband that he build an S 
gauge layout. And with her as 
his construction partner. 
Their talents combined for a 
superb project.

TALE NTSBy Roger Carp  •  Photos by Nancy Parsons

TWICE THE
Want to get to know someone better? 
Ask about his or her favorite childhood toy. What you 
learn will shed new light on that person.

It’s a simple question that helped Nancy Parsons 
understand her husband, Rich, just a little better. He 
spoke of the American Flyer train set he had received 
in 1955. His warm memories of that S gauge train 
delighted Nancy as much as Rich.

FANTASTIC 
RESULTS 
WHEN RICH 
AND NANCY 
PARSONS 
BLENDED 
THEIR SKILLS
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TALE NTS
Rich cried, “Oh no you 

don’t!” The train had to stay.
The timing was perfect. The 

younger of their two sons had 
just earned his undergraduate 
degree. Rich was now free to 
indulge himself by preserving 
his boyhood set while picking 
up more pieces. Off he went to 
shows and swap meets as the 
1990s concluded.

Fairly soon, Nancy was 
attending the same local and 
regional train shows. No one 
remembered whether Rich 
invited her along or if she 
came on her own. All that mat-
tered was how much fun the 
two of them kept having. 

They expanded both the 
collection and their knowledge 
of American Flyer. Shelves at 
their home quickly bulged with 
S gauge locomotives and rail-
cars until the day Nancy laid 
down the law. “We are buying 
all these Flyer trains,” she told 

Rich. “If you don’t build, you 
don’t buy!”

Always a partner
Although Rich had not built 

an S gauge layout in more than 
40 years, being given an ulti-
matum to launch work merely 
made the prospect of being 
able to have a two-rail display 
for all his trains look more and 
more appealing. He began 
planning within a week or two.

Hunting for a partner took 
even less time. Rich’s younger 
son, Andy, eagerly agreed to 
assist with the layout. Over an 
extended weekend, the father-
and-son team made progress 
on an L-shaped display mea-
suring 8 x 33 feet. Nothing 
especially fancy or elaborate 
about it, but they did have fun.

Discovering how much fun 
the men in the family could 
have with American Flyer left 
Nancy eager to jump in. The 

Getting tough
Nancy initially failed to get 

why the old S gauge train 
meant so much to her other 
half. She listened as Rich 
described the no. 5510T and 
recalled playing with it for 
hours on end. He spoke of 
track configured like a figure 
eight on top of a 4 x 8-foot 

sheet of plywood painted dark 
green. It was just a basic layout 
with no scenery or structures.

Then Nancy mentioned her 
intention to add the old Flyer 
freight train to the contents of 
the family’s upcoming garage 
sale. Someone, she said, would 
be happy to take the locomo-
tive and cars off their hands.

1. ABOVE An American Flyer no. 355 Chicago & North Western 
Baldwin locomotive leads a freight train past the Shell refinery 
and tank farm on the 6 x 18-foot S gauge layout Rich Parsons 
built with help and inspiration from his wife, Nancy.

2. LEFT A long freight train consisting of rolling stock made by 
the A.C. Gilbert Co. during the postwar era drifts past a Plastic-
ville frosty bar. Nearly all the structures come from the classic 
lineup of kits sold by Bachmann Bros. in the 1950s.
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two of them were discussing 
something bigger and more 
sophisticated than what he had 
recently completed. The cou-
pler gradually sketched out 
plans for what evolved into the 
6 x 18-foot S gauge railroad 
shown in Classic Toy Trains. 

Shared goals
Nancy and Rich assessed 

the empty space at their dis-
posal and became more confi-
dent in their talents for making 
scenic effects. They learned 
how to fashion the vignettes 
they had always dreamed of, 
incorporating classic operating 
accessories with a wide range 
of contemporary structures, 
figures, and details. 

One component of what 
Nancy and Rich wanted was a 
mountain range at one end of 

the layout. Peaks would rise 
until they stood 18 inches 
above the main platform. They 
were going to be 56 inches off 
the floor of the train room.

Another notable piece was a 
control panel at one end of the 
rectangular tabletop railroad. 
It, like the primary section of 

their railroad, depended for 
support on a framework con-
sisting of 1 x 4 and 2 x 4 braces 
and 2 x 4 legs. On the panel 
Rich installed Gilbert AC and 
DC transformers as well as a 
more recent power source 
from American Models. 

Taking the lead in operating 

trains, Rich shifted his view 
from the middle of the 20th 
century to the dawning of the 
21st. He saw the merits of Lio-
nel’s Legacy system of com-
mand control. His purchase of 
a Lionel S gauge locomotive 
equipped with Legacy compo-
nents prodded him to learn 
more about it. Pleased with 
Legacy, he wired the whole lay-
out to be compatible with it.

New with old
Nancy endorses her hus-

band’s approach of combining 
the new with the old. Their 
modeling philosophy allows 
them to rely on postwar trans-
formers to generate the power 
for command control. Simi-
larly, it lets them fluctuate 
between nailing in place cur-
rent-production flextrack by 
GarGraves and screwing into 
position old left- and right-
hand switches from Gilbert.

“Practicality dictated our 
choices about track,” Rich 
explains. “Nancy and I had 
accumulated lots of American 

3. A different American Flyer 
Baldwin diesel switcher – no. 
21918 decorated for the 
Seaboard Air Line – flies past 
the nos. 593 signal tower and 
774 floodlight tower.

4. The double-track main line 
Rich and Nancy formed out of 
sections of GarGraves flex-
track dominates their layout. 
Gilbert accessories add 
entertainment for guests.
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Flyer switches and were satisfied 
with how smoothly they per-
formed. Once we saw how nicely 
they matched up with GarGraves 
steel pieces, we knew combining 
them was the right decision.”

Even so, Rich confesses to 
being frustrated by the tight 
diameter of the Gilbert switches. 
If he had to start all over, he 
would buy modern turnouts 
with at least a 42-inch diameter, 
which is much wider than the 
26-inch Flyer pieces.

More to Rich and Nancy’s lik-
ing is the excellent performance 
offered by the locomotives made 
by American Models, Lionel, 
and S-Helper Service. No way 
they would have restricted their 
motive power roster to only 
steamers and diesels cataloged 
by Gilbert half a century ago. By 
the same token, however, they 
refused to omit those distin-
guished old-timers either. Bal-
ance made good sense.

“Can we do it?”
That might have been the 

question Nancy and Rich kept 
asking themselves as they fin-
ished laying track and soldering 
16-gauge wire in place for bus 
and feeder lines. What perplexed 
them was whether they had the 
artistic talent and patience to 
add scenery.

Each spouse encouraged the 
other. They consulted hobby 
publications for insights about 
the best techniques and materi-
als. Then they plunged ahead.

Most challenging was the 
mountain range. Traditional 
methods called for forming the 
foundation with crumpled news-
paper draped with paper towels 
soaked in plaster. Over that went 
strips of plaster-infused cloth 
that Rich and Nancy covered 
with Sculptamold. Then they 
waited for the shell to dry.

Agreeing they were proceed-
ing in the right direction, the 
husband-and-wife team colored 
the scenery base with latex wall 
paints left over from home proj-
ects. Next came acrylic crafts 
paints purchased from hobby 
shops and retail outlets. Greens 
and browns looked best.

For vegetation, the couple 
tried commercial products as 
well as natural materials found 
near their home. Lichen and 
grasses originated in the Wood-
land Scenics line. Moss, flowers, 
and twigs came from their back-
yard and neighborhood. Nancy 
and Rich made some of their 
trees using sedum, branches, and 
furnace filter “stuff.”

The more features the pair 
completed, the more they felt 
comfortable with landscaping. 

Name: Rich and Nancy Parsons’ S gauge 
layout

Dimensions: 6 x 18 feet
Track: GarGraves flextrack (26-inch  

diameter)
Switches: Gilbert American Flyer
Motive power: American Models, Gilbert American Flyer, 

Lionel, S-Helper Service
Rolling stock: American Models, Gilbert American Flyer, 

Lionel, MTH, S-Helper Service
Controls: American Models, Gilbert American Flyer trans-

formers with Lionel Legacy command control
Accessories: Gilbert American Flyer, Lionel
Structures: Plasticville U.S.A.
Vehicles: Hartoy, Hot Wheels, Johnny Lightning, Plasticville 

U.S.A.
Figures: Arttista, Plasticville U.S.A., Woodland Scenics

LAYOUT AT A GLANCE

Illustration by Kellie Jaeger

Rich and Nancy enjoy sharing their detailed S gauge 
layout. The numbered arrows correspond to the 
numbers in each of the captioned photos.
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Commercial items, including 
trees and shrubs, went on, too. 
But the most fun and satisfac-
tion occurred when Rich and 
Nancy fashioned their own.

Old school approach
The enjoyment the couple 

felt every time they walked 
into the train room and rolled 
up their sleeves for the next 
project carried through with 
the additional scenic effects 
necessary for completing indi-
vidual areas. Planning to have 
a river and a lake meant Nancy 
and Rich had to paint what 
would be the bottom before 
learning how to successfully 
work with the two-part epoxy 
used to model water.

Again, what the two of 
them started with trepidation 
and uncertainty soon evolved 
into attitudes of confidence 
and creativity. Rather than shy 
away from what some model-

ers dislike as a messy project, 
Rich and Nancy found a plea-
sure. Quickly, they were 
employing the epoxy to create 
puddles and standing water.

Same thing happened with 
the roads. Motorways intended 
to be unfinished depended on 
fine sand or gravel from a pet 
store. They first had to paint 
the road black or brown. 
Urban streets benefited from 
the simulated brick roadway 
from Department 56.

Of course, the major fea-
tures required at this point 
were structures. Rich aban-
doned his approach of 
blending new with old in favor 
of an old school perspective. 
For in conversations about 
beloved toys from long ago, he 
spoke reverently about the res-
idences, stores, banks, schools, 
farms, and industrial and rail-
road buildings making up the 
Plasticville U.S.A. listings.

“We have to use those old 
kits,” Rich told his wife. She 
acknowledged the merit of 
those postwar classics, agree-
ing they beautifully finished 
every scene. In only a handful 
of sites did Nancy press for the 
freedom to build a small struc-
ture and to insert a few con-
temporary details.

Ask around
Nancy often walks around 

the layout, looking at scenes 
filled with mementos of her 
husband’s boyhood. Listening 
to his recollections, joining 
him at train shows, and work-
ing with him on the 6 x 18-foot 
S gauge railroad helped her 

understand the gentleman she 
married more fully.

The great layout Mr. and 
Mrs. Parson built doesn’t only 
reflect their plans, Nancy said.

“We sought out ideas from 
friends and family,” she notes, 
“using most of the ones we 
liked. Asking around for sug-
gestions improved the layout.”

It’s important, Rich said, to 
make a layout your own. Let 
memories, visions, and wishes 
shape its look. Instead of hav-
ing external realities dictate 
what you build, go with the 
personal. You’ll have a layout 
that tells the world, especially 
loved ones, who you are. 

FOR VEGETATION, THE ARTISTIC COUPLE TRIED 
COMMERCIAL PRODUCTS AS WELL AS NATURAL 
MATERIALS FOUND NEAR THEIR HOME. 

5. The American Flyer no. 771 operating stockyard looks at home by the Plasticville fruit stand and the no. 165 Golden Grain 
Elevator (also from Gilbert). Nancy and Rich have a knack for combining disparate elements to create wonderful vignettes.
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LIMITED EDITION
To celebrate three decades of Classic Toy 
Trains, the magazine’s editoral sta�  teamed 
up with Lionel to create a one-of-a-kind 
commemorative boxcar — the Classic Toy 
Trains 30th Anniversary Lionel Boxcar.

QUANTITIES ARE LIMITED.
The Classic Toy Trains 30th Anniversary Lionel Boxcar will be available in September 2017.

The high-quality O scale boxcar features 
die-cast metal sprung trucks, operating 
couplers, and doors that open and close.

#69013 • $89.99

NEW!

Pre-order your commemorative boxcar today at KalmbachHobbyStore.com/Boxcar

ANNIVERSARY BOXCAR
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Get your layout on the fast track.

Having a track plan for the correct track is the 
first step in constructing a successful layout, 
and this book features 25 track plans specifi-
cally designed for Lionel FasTrack. 

Most of the plans are for small to midsize lay-
outs, with a few room-size plans sprinkled in. 

While some plans previously appeared in 
Classic Toy Trains magazine, others were newly 
created for the book. 

Each track plan is accompanied by an illustra-
tion of the layout, operating tips, and a list of 
needed FasTrack components. The book also 
shows how to adapt a track plan featuring 
tubular track to one that uses FasTrack.

25 track plans for 
Lionel FasTrack

Hobby

9 7 8 0 8 9 0 2 4 9 6 6 6

5 1 4 9 9
ISBN 978-0-89024-966-6

0 6 4 4 6 5 1 8 8 0 4 8

www.KalmbachBooks.com

A list of FasTrack components and an illustration of the layout accompany each track plan to show how the track pieces are connected. 

$14.99       U.S.       108804

TRACK PLANS FOR 

Lionel
FasTrack

LIONEL FASTRACK COMPONENTS
Quantity Description/Number

18 1.375-inch straight �tter (12000X)
11 1.375-inch straight (12073)
9 1.75-inch straight (12026)
4 4.5-inch straight (12025)
1 5-inch straight (12024)
16 10-inch straight (12014)
1 10-inch terminal straight (12016)
1 30-inch straight (12042)
5 O-31 curve, 45-degree (37103)
8 O-36 curve, 45-degree (12015)
3 O-48 curve, 7.5-degree (16835)
7 O-48 curve, 30-degree (12043)
3 O-60 curve, 22.5-degree (12056)
6 O-60 left-hand remote switch (12057)
3 O-60 right-hand remote switch (12058)
1 grade crossing (12036)
3 lighted bumper (12035)
1 earthen bumper (12059)
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expertise on toy train modeling, including operating advice and guides to creating scenery.
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American Flyer truck rehab
HOW TO REPAIR BROKEN AMERICAN FLYER DIE-CAST TRUCKS

It didn’t take me long to 
accumulate a collection of bro-
ken Flyer die-cast metal trucks 
from bargain boxes at local 
train shows (Photo 1). Many 
times, the die-cast sideframes 
were broken away from the 
bolster arms, where the two 
small wedges grip the top of 

the sideframes. 
This assembly wasn’t made 

to tolerate repeated bending 
when replacing the axles. 
(Later versions of the trucks 
were not made this way, as the 
sideframe was riveted to the 
bolster.) The repairs I have 
seen required drilling and/or 
tapping the sideframe and left 
a bolt head sticking out of the 
top. I didn’t care for that, and 
came up with my own method.

Get started
The materials you need are 

relatively common: Needle 
files (flat and triangular), 

needlenose pli-
ers, a clamp, 
and J-B Weld 
epoxy glue 
(Photo 2).

Sideframe
Start by using the flat file to 

clean up the slot in the side-
frame for the bolster end, and 
file away any rust. Then use 
the triangular file to smooth 
out both ends where the side-
frame was pressed onto the 
bolster (Photo 3).

Bolster
Next, use the pliers to bend 

the bolster end flat, as it typi-
cally bowed when it breaks 
away from the sideframe. Then 
take the flat file and smooth 
off the bottom and sides of the 
bolster end. 

Don’t file the top or the end 
of it, as it shows at the top of 
the sideframe (Photo 4).

File away any rough spots 
and remove all rust. File away 
only the minimum amount for 
a tight bolster-to-sideframe fit.

Test-fit
Check how the two pieces 

fit together. Since the side-
frame and the bolster can 

come from different trucks, 
this will be a trial-and-error 
procedure. 

The bolster end should fit 
all the way into the sideframe, 
and the two support ears need 
to be tight and flush against 
the back of the sideframe. 

File the bolster as necessary 
to get the parts to mesh; you 
may need to bend the bolster 
with the pliers to get the cor-
rect fit (Photo 5).

Alignment
Place the assembled fitted 

parts on a flat surface and 
check that the bottoms of the 
sideframes are level with each 
other and there is no twist in 
the bolster. The sideframes 
need to be vertical. 

If not, a slight bending of 
the bolster arm will bring it 
into alignment. Then measure 
the distance between the 
insides of the sideframes; they 
need to be no farther than 1¼ 
inches apart and parallel to 
each other (Photo 6).

Lee Olson shows you how to repair a die-cast metal American Flyer truck. Here is a repaired truck mounted on a flatcar. No exotic tools 
or special skills are needed to get your postwar S gauge cars back on track.

Chances are that if you own American 
Flyer S gauge trains from the postwar era, you 
have a few with broken or damaged trucks. 
What do you do with them? Try to repair 
them using vintage components!
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Assembly
Once you are satisfied with 

the fit, glue the parts together. 
It takes only a small amount of 
epoxy to join the pieces, so 
doing several at once makes 
sense. I recommend using J-B 
Weld because it is a strong 
adhesive that achieves nearly 
4,000 psi of tensile strength. 

The steel reinforcement for-
mula assures a good electrical 
contact if it’s used for operat-
ing boxcars and illuminated 
cabooses.

Place a small amount of 
mixed epoxy glue in the top 
slot of the sideframe and a tiny 
bead along the ears of the bol-
ster that contact the back of 
the sideframe. Insert the bol-
ster into the sideframe, and 
clamp it in place. 

Check the alignment of the 
sideframes to each other. J-B 
Weld has a long working time, 
so you don’t need to rush the 
process. Wipe off excess epoxy 
with a cotton swab, as the 
dried material is extremely 
hard to remove. 

If there happens to be a 
space between the sideframe 
and bolster, the epoxy will cure 
to a dark gray, which is a good 
color match with the side-
frame. 

Set aside the repaired truck 
for at least 6 hours. Better to let 
it have 15 to 24 hours so the 
epoxy can fully cure.

Last step
Remove the clamp after the 

epoxy has cured, and you’re 
ready for the axles. Before 
installing the wheels, remem-
ber why this truck was broken 
in the first place. 

Always bend the bolster 
arm, not the sideframe, just 
enough for the sideframe to 
clear the axles. Then bend the 
bolster arm back to hold the 
axle ends in the sideframe 
pockets. 

Now your broken car is 
ready to hook up to a locomo-
tive and get rolling for some 
Flyer fun! – Lee Olson

A pile of bent or broken trucks can 
probably be found in the “under the table” 
junk box many dealers bring to shows.

Files, pliers, a clamp, and glue are what you’ll 
need for this project.

You’ll need to 
use the files to 
clean broken 
metal or rust 
from the slide 
in the truck 
sideframe.

Measure the distance 
between the sideframes. 
They should be parallel 
and no farther than 1¼ 
inches apart.

File the bolster as needed to get the parts to 
fit. Remove rust for a clean, tight fit.

Bend the bolster end flat and smooth the 
broken end of the bolster.

GET STARTED
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WITH BOB KELLER
PRODUCT REVIEWS

Fortunately for S gaugers, 
the story had a happy ending: 
MTH Electric Trains acquired 
the S-Helper line and returned 
it to production. While rolling 
stock arrived in fairly short 
order, locomotion was delayed. 

I was, pleased, therefore, 
when MTH shipped its S gauge 
F3 diesel and even more satis-
fied with the fidelity to S-Help-
er’s legacy of detail and smooth 
operational characteristics.

For more than 20 years, the 
familiar rounded face of the 
cab unit dominated railroad-
ing. The General Motor’s Elec-
tro-Motive Division developed 
the FT, F3, F7, and E-series 

locomotives, all of which 
proved the point of diesel loco-
motive economics and reliabil-
ity and shuffled steam locomo-
tion to museums and 
scrapyards. At one point it 
seemed like every railway in 
the country – large or small – 
had EMD units on its roster.

So if you run a transition-
era railroad, F units aplenty fit 
in. If you operate a more mod-
ern theme, you can’t go wrong 
with a heritage unit or two for 
excursion runs.  

Opening the box
MTH’s re-launching of the 

S-Helper locomotive line is a 

great thing for the S gauge and 
the toy train community.

The F3’s weight and feel 
suggest quality assembly – no 
rattles or loose parts and the 
weight didn’t shift when the 
model was held in different 
positions.

Both of the forward win-
dows have wiper arms. The 
compound curves of the nose 
are flawless. The 
classification lights 
are situated just 
above the large 
number boards. 

Below the head-
light you’ll see the 
front access hatch. 
It seems to be a 
separate piece, 
though encourage-
ment from a finger-
nail didn’t make it 
open. It does have an add-on 
door handle, and there are 
add-on grab irons on either 

side of it. The pilot is smooth, 
and the coupler has a wide 
range of swing. There are no 
brake or multiple-unit or 
uncoupler details, although the 
rear of the unit has a nice 
uncoupler arm.

The sides are beautiful. 
Nothing we haven’t seen in O 
gauge, but made all the more 
impressive because of the 

smaller scale. The 
cab door is solid, 
and grab irons are 
bracketed by fine 
wire handrails. 

The cast-in kick 
plates are delicately 
painted silver, and 
cab steps are by the 
trucks. This is mir-
rored at the rear 
access hatch, 
although the door 

lacks windows. The aft corners 
have steps and grab irons for 
hostlers or brakemen to ride. 

Return of an S gauge standard
S GAUGE EMD F3 DIESEL FROM MTH ELECTRIC TRAINS

This model 
was a little 
gem rolling 
down the line. 
It looks good 
and has 
ample scale-
like detailing 

I was terribly disappointed when S-Helper Service closed its 
doors. The shakeup of manufacturing in China, and the firm’s 
attempts to regain control of its own tooling, were not a happy 
way for SHS to bow out. Products in the S-Helper line were 

superbly designed, ran well, and featured amazing levels of detail 
(I still recall how impressed I was with the wood texture cast into 
the cars the first time I saw them). 
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There is a see-through 
screen running from behind 
the cab door to the rear of the 
shell, as well as over the vents 
between the portholes. Later 
phases of F-unit production 
varied the number of portholes 
and changed from a screen to a 
horizontal grill. 

On the roof you’ll find two 
horns above the cab. Behind 
are screens over the dynamic 
brakes and add-on lift rings on 
the riveted panel. On the next 
panel are high-shroud fan 
housings. Add-on lift rings 
bracket the stacks. On the final 
roof section are two lift rings. 

The rear of the locomotive 
is Spartan, with a cast-in and 
solid door and diaphragm. 
This design works, mainly 
because the rear normally 
faces another locomotive or a 
freight car. But there is a sur-
prise here – remove the dia-
phragm and you’ll find con-
trols for light brightness, DCS 
or DCC selection, and head-
light direction. 

On the unpowered A unit, 
the controls are for light 
brightness, power, and head-
light on/off. 

There is, as mentioned, a 
fine wire simulated uncoupler 
arm running the width of the 
end just above the coupler. 

Painting of the olive green, 
red and yellow Seaboard paint 

scheme was effectively applied, 
and we noted no errors. Color 
separation was razor sharp, 
and there was no bleed over 
the see-through screens.

On the test track
American Flyer enthusiasts 

have often used variations of 
the slogan, “S is the perfect 
scale.” I have to tell you, even 
as a devoted O gauger, I’m not 
sure they’re wrong. S gauge 
equipment is smaller and 
lighter, but in most cases no 
less detailed than its O gauge 
counterparts. Running in con-
ventional mode, S gauge loco-
motives seem to deliver better 
performance than any pre-
command control (think speed 
control) O gauge engine. Oh, 
and their prices tend to be 

lower than comparable O 
gauge gear. Suffice it to say, 
with our test sample, perfor-
mance carried the day.

I improvised a test track 
using Lionel S-20 FasTrack 
and used an MTH no. Z-4000 
transformer for both conven-
tional and command operation 
(the latter using the MTH Dig-
ital Command System App for 
the iPhone). 

The F3 is powered with a 
single can-style motor driving 
both trucks. Operation was 
exceptionally smooth. 

With the volume off, motor 
noise was virtually nonexis-
tent, save for the clicks run-
ning over the rail joints.

We were a bit constrained 
for straight-line running, but 
we timed the high-speed aver-

age at 67 scale miles per hour. 
Our conventional-mode low-
speed average was 3.54 scale 
miles per hour while the com-
mand-mode low-speed aver-
age was 2.44 scale miles per 
hour. Our drawbar pull was 
10.5 ounces.

The sound reproduction 
was good, with crew voices 
being clear. The lighting pack-
age was suitably bright. 

For scale-oriented opera-
tors, the model comes with 
scale wheels, scale couplers, 
and a solid (no front coupler) 
pilot as well as detailed 
instructions.

This model was a little gem 
rolling down the line. It is a 
capable performer that pos-
sesses ample scale-like detail-
ing, and comes in a good selec-
tion of road names. The F3 
diesel from MTH Electric 
Trains may become the top 
performer of your S gauge 
fleet. – Bob Keller

S GAUGE SEABOARD F3 DIESEL FROM MTH ELECTRIC TRAINS

Price: $379.95 (no. 35-20016-1) $199.95 (35-20018-3 unpowered) Min Curve: S-20 Cmd 
Low: 2.44 smph Cnv Low: 3.54 smph High: 67 smph Drawbar pull: 10.5 oz. Features: Two 
motor-driven trucks, ProtoSound 3.0 command and sound system, operating couplers 
Current-run road names: Central RR of New Jersey, New York Central, Pennsylvania RR, 
Santa Fe, Seaboard Air Line, Union Pacific

The olive green, red, and 
yellow Seaboard Air Line 
paint scheme is expertly 
applied.

The see-through screens on 
the side of the body indicate 
this is an early-production F3.
See-through screens, lift 
rings, and elevated fan 
housings are some of the 
details that set the MTH F3 
above typical postwar S 
gauge diesels.
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Say it ain’t so, Pop! A boxcar 
with benches? As a kid railroad 
fan I knew that didn’t match 
up with Hollywood’s popular 
view of a troop train. Surely 
Dad must have been wrong! 

Many years later I realized 
that what he was probably 
describing were the troop cars 
specially built for use in mov-
ing military personnel en 
masse from point A to point B. 

War tends to be a come-as-
you-are affair. The U.S. had a 
bit of warm-up time before it 
became entangled in the global 
conflict, but the focus of most 
logistical efforts was building 
airplanes, ships, and tanks 
while forming a larger military. 

The reality of moving mil-
lions of soldiers and sailors 
around the country, when cou-
pled with the mass movement 

of civilian war workers to 
newly created production cen-
ters, was enough to choke the 
country’s rail capacity.

Each month during World 
War II, as many as 2,500 spe-
cial trains were needed to 
move personnel and equip-
ment. In just 1943, more than 
10 million troops were moved 
back and forth around the 
country. Demand was up, and 
the total civilian fleet wasn’t 
going to be sufficient.

The Pullman Co. tried to 
fill the gap with hundreds of 
surplus, non-air-conditioned 
sleepers. Excess express and 

baggage cars were outfitted as 
temporary cook cars. The 
Pennsylvania RR converted 
automobile boxcars into make-
shift troop cars and a small 
number into kitchen cars. 
More capacity was essential, so 
before the war was over the 
military had placed orders for 
2,400 troop sleepers and 800 
kitchen cars to fill the need.

The sleepers
The design of the sleepers 

was based on a boxcar, but 
with attention toward what 
type of cargo it would haul. 
The cars had cushioned trucks 

How we got 
“Over there”
O GAUGE TROOP CARS FROM ATLAS O

My dad was in the Navy during World War II, and 
one of the few railroad-related anecdotes he told 
me was that after he’d completed training, he was 
“put in a boxcar with wooden benches” and sent all 

the way to Seattle to join his ship. 

3007704 Pullman 
troop sleeper

3007706 Hospital 
Kitchen car

3007707 Burlington 
Express car  

3007705 Troop 
Kitchen car

Ph
oto

 by
 Jo

hn
 R.

 Cr
os

by



www.ClassicToyTrains.com    59

and a modified brake system. 
Soldiers entered the cars 

through doors located in the 
center of each side. There were 
no vestibules, but the cars had 
doors and rubber diaphragms 
on each end.

There were 10 windows on 
each side, a window at the side 
door and smaller windows at 
the washbasins and toilet. 
There were exhaust vents and 
intakes as well as a vapor heat-
ing system. 

Bunks, which were in three 
levels, were situated crosswise 
out from the sides of the car 
and not along them. Each car’s 
sleeping capacity was 29 pas-
sengers and an attendant. Dur-
ing the day, the upper berth 
was fixed and the middle 
berths were lowered to form 
seating. 

The Pullman Co. operated 
the troop cars. The porters 
were Pullman employees, and 
their responsibilities including 
setting up the berths and bed-
ding material– just as with any 
regular Pullman car.

Kitchen cars
The kitchen cars had a sim-

ilar genesis: boxcar shape, 
cushioned trucks, and steam 
and signal lines enabling oper-
ation on any passenger train. 
Entrance was via a single side 
door (it was wider than the 
doors on sleepers for easier 
loading of provisions). The car 
had an air-pressure water sys-
tem that had separate lines for 
sinks and a crew shower. 

The focal point of the oper-
ation was a pair of U.S. Army 
coal-fired ranges. They had an 
extensive overhead exhaust 
system. There also were a 
freezer, a bread locker, and 
ample table space for food 
preparation. The military units 
being transported brought 
provisions, cooking utensils, 
and personnel to handle the 
kitchen car and serve meals. 
The cars, which normally were 
placed in the middle of trains, 
could serve meals for as many 
as 250 people. 

Passengers remained at 
their seats and were served via 

Bunks in daytime 
configuration (top). A 
Pullman attendant 
prepared the bedding 
(above), for sleep (right).
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trolley. Plates and cups were 
disposable paper. 

Hospital kitchen cars were 
slightly different, having 
32-volt axle generators and 
storage batteries for lighting.

At the end of the war the 
Army offered more than 2,200 
sleepers to railroads at fire-sale 
prices. Many of them contin-
ued to work as express or bag-
gage cars or as components of 
maintenance-of-way consists.

O gauge models
Weaver introduced these 

cars to the O gauge world, and 
Atlas O acquired the tooling 
after that firm closed. I bought 
two of the original cars in 
postwar road names and was 
pleased with them. They went 
back in their boxes and stayed 
there until the Atlas O versions 
arrived. These handsome cars 
feature distinctively different 
bodies instead of having the 
same type with a few altera-
tions. 

The sleeper matches the 
window configuration of the 
prototype. The side door has a 

safety brace locked in place, 
and three steps extend down to 
track level. The cars have inset 
ventilators on the side, just 
below the roof. Eight exhaust 
ventilators are topside. 

The car ends have short 
diaphragms, and the corners 
have two grab irons and a stir-
rup step for the crew. The rivet 
detail throughout the body is 
clean and crisp. 

The interior of the car is 
terrific. The bunks are set up 
for the troops to hit the rack. I 
can imagine it must have got-
ten pretty crowded when por-
ters had to move the G.I.s out 
of their seats, turn the seats 
into beds, and then make the 
bunks. 

The car has undercarriage 
detail (supports, brake lines, 
and conduit) and die-cast 
metal trucks and couplers. 

The Allied High-Speed Full 
Cushion trucks look great. 
These are the only O gauge 
rolling stock I recall seeing 
with them. Possibly because 
they were prone to derail. After 
the war they were banned from 

interchange service. 
The kitchen car shares the 

same level of rivet and seam 
detail as the sleeper. It has the 
same diaphragms and corner 
safety devices. However, the 
cook car has nine windows on 
one side and seven on the 
other. They are smaller and 
differ in shape and location 
from those on the sleeper. 

There are no lavatory win-
dows (no lavatory!). The 
kitchen car has a detailed inte-
rior, but per the windows, it is 
tough to see. Up top you’ll find 
13 exhaust stacks and a 
screened exhaust coming from 
a double oven.

Our Burlington Route 
express version of the kitchen 
car is similar to the Army ver-
sion in every way, except the 
flush-fitted window inserts are 
black. This represents sealed 

O GAUGE U.S. ARMY TROOP CARS FROM ATLAS O
Price: $99.95 (Sleeper/kitchen car/hospital car) $74.95 (Express boxcar) Min Curve: O-45 
Features: Die-cast metal trucks and couplers, interior illumination and decoration Current 
run road names: Pullman, Hospital Kitchen Car, Troop Kitchen Car; Express car 
liveries: Burlington Route, Chesapeake & Ohio, New Haven, and New York Central. For 
more information see Patrick Wider’s “Troop Cars” in the Winter 2001 Classic Trains.
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windows for greater security. 
The painting and decora-

tion on all the cars were skillful 
and free of errors. All the 
printing, from the large 
“PULLMAN” up top to the 
small “Water fill at each end of 
car” at the bottom of the cars, 
was clear and crisp. 

Fall in!
Three cheers for Atlas O for 

saving the tooling for Weaver’s 
troop cars from a fate worse 
than death. The high manufac-
turing standards of Atlas are 
present in the execution of 
these cars, and they are as 
unique a series as you’ll find in 
the O gauge world. 

If you bought the old 
Weaver cars and have prob-
lems with the metal trucks dis-
integrating or the car floors 
warping, Atlas is cataloging 
replacement parts for you to 
buy and install. 

Atlas O’s troop car series 
does history a service by rec-
ognizing an unusual car style 
in O gauge that few may have 
seen outside a museum or a 
history book. – Bob
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Arkansas Traveler Hobbies
Located in the heart of Bald Knob
Visit our 100 year old 1915 MoPac Depot,

and Regional Rail Museum
400 Market Street • Bald Knob, AR 72010

501-RAILFAN (724-5326)
athtrains@yahoo.com

FOR CLASSIC LIONEL & AMERICAN FLYER
137 types in stock, NOW!
USA brands and quality imports.
Opaque and clear colors (R, G, Y).
White, clear & frosted finishes.
LOW competitive pricing.
BIG quantity discounts!

NOW YOU CAN GET THE CORRECT BULBS…
Send large stamped, addressed envelope for

descriptions, prices and “where used” list.
CHARLIE’S TRAINS
P.O. BOX 158-CB
HUBERTUS, WI 53033
(262) 628-1544 (Fax: 628-2651)

LIONEL-TYPE WIRE, BULBS, PARTS & SUPPLIES

Dealers…

inquire!

L & L SCREEN PRINTING CO
CTT • 10/01/2015 • 2C • 1.5 IN

ACCURATE, AUTHENTIC, PROFESSIONAL 
RESTORATIONS SINCE 1972.

L & L Model Train Restoration Co.
www.LenCarparelli.com

LEN CARPARELLI

1 Orient Way, Suite F-348, Rutherford, NJ 07070 • (201) 438-1266
Visit our website to download our free catalog.

HENNING’S TRAINS
CTT • 03/01/2015 • 2C • 1.5 IN

JAMESTOWN TRAINS
CTT • 11/01/2016 • 2C • 1.5 IN

www.JTTrains.com

Quality New &  
Used Train Sales

Jamestown 
Train Depot

Lowest Price Guarantee
Service, Repair & Upgrades for most manufacturers
We Also Buy Train Collections, 540-878-0397

O SCALE HAULER
CTT • 07/01/2016 • 2C • 1 IN

www.oscalehauler.com

The ultimate transportation and storage 
solution for your O Scale trains
oscalehauler@verizon.net  • 951-500-0506

NYERGES BOLT & SCREW CO.
A Division of L & L MTC Ltd. 

We have purchased Ted Nyerges’ screw & small parts 
business. We now offer screws, small parts, rivets, and 

other necessary items for the repair and maintenance of 
LIONEL trains. Our price list is posted on our website.

LEN CARPARELLI  •  L & L MTC LTD
(201) 438-1266  •  www.lencarparelli.com

minimum order of 
$15.00 + shipping

L & L SCREEN PRINTING CO
CTT • 05/01/2016 • BW • 1 IN

www.brennansmodelrr.com

Crushed Granite BALLAST
Dennis Brennan says,  

“It ain’t chicken grit!”
Brennan’s Model Railroading
P.O. Box 520174 Independence, MO 64052 • (816) 252-4605

BRIDGE BOSS
CTT • 09/01/2017 • 2C • 1 IN

KPC ADVERTISING ACCOUNT
CTT • 09/01/2017 • 4C • 7.062W X 2.25H
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Questions About Your Account?

Visit 
subscribe.classictoytrains.com/help

We’re Online 24/7!

 Pay your bill. ❘ Change your address.   ❘   Renew your subscription. 

It’s so easy to manage your subscription online!

MTH Custom Run - Taking Orders
30-20399-1 NKP H10-44 (#125)  $329.95

20-61035 US Army Hospital Ward Car  $99.99
NKP Road 40’ AAR Express  
Boxcar - Silver  $69.95 ea

            20-93718 (#8502) or  
20-93719 (8503)

STOCKYARD EXPRESS LLC
OBERLIN, OHIO (440-774-2131)

www.stockyardexpressllc.com

STOCK YARD EXPRESS
CTT • 05/01/2017 • 2C • 2 IN

RAILDESIGN
CTT • 07/01/2013 • 2C • 1.5 IN TK

TRAINS

Phone 740-633-6607

Visit us online for great savings!

www.tandkhobby.com

O Gauge Trains, Track, Scenery,  
Accessories and Much More!  

Fully detailed, operating O gauge layout.  
We have Lionel, MTH,  

Atlas and many others!

500 Hall St, Building 1
Bridgeport, OH 43912

Just off I-70

T & K HOBBY SHOP
CTT • 07/01/2015 • 2C • 1.5 IN

STUDIO Z
CTT • 10/01/2016 • BW • 1.5 IN

Now
Available

Turntable & Transfer Tables 

Aluminum 
Construction Auto or Manual Indexing

3 or 2 Rail

Bring Your Layout to Life Based on Time

Layout Time Animation Control

Scale Brass Details

www.studiozphoto.com/millhouse.html
(716) 830-5267

Port Lines 
HOBBY

www.portlines.com
ON-LINE AMERICAN 

FLYER PARTS CATALOG

AF, Lionel, MTH, Am. Models, 
& other S-gauge products!

“Your S-Gauge 
Specialists !”

doug@portlines.com  

(978) 465-8798

Port Lines
CTT • 07/01/2014 • 2C • 1 IN

TRAIN CITY INC
CTT • 07/01/2012 • BW • 1 IN

ChooChooAuctions.com

www.choochooauctions.com

Easy to use. Friendly, fast, and fun.  
Please stop by and say hi!

The premier site for serious train collectors, 
whether you are buying or selling!

New items  
listed  

every day!  
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
This section is open to anyone who wants to sell or buy toy trains 
merchandise. CL ASSIC TOY TR AINS reserves the right to edit 
undesirable copy or to refuse listing.
Word Rate per issue: 1 insertion – $1.06 per word, 5 insertions – $1.00 
per word, 9 insertions – 92¢ per word. $25 minimum order per issue.  
Payment must accompany the ad. To receive the discount you must order 
and prepay for all ads at one time. Count all initials, single numbers, 
groups of numbers (i.e. 4-6-4 or K4’s), names, address number, street 
number each as one word. Example: R. Meister, 400 E Depot Ave., 
Waukesha, WI 53187 would count as 8 words.
Events Rate: $35 per issue (55 word maximum). Ads will contain the 
following information about the event: state, city, sponsoring organization 
and name of event, meet, auction or show, dates, location, times, 
admission fee, name and/or telephone number and/or email of person to 

contact for information. Name, daytime telephone number and street 
address of the person providing the information is also required but need 
not be included in the ad. Unless otherwise requested, ads will be 
published in the issue month that the event occurs in. Additional months 
are available at the $35 per issue fee. Please specify issue date(s).
All copy is set in standard 6 point type. First several words only set in 
bold face. If possible, ads should be sent typewritten and categorized to 
ensure accuracy.
For CTT’s private records, please furnish a telephone number and when 
using a P.O. Box in your ad, a street address.
SEND YOUR ADS TO: Classic Toy Trains — Classified Advertising  
21027 Crossroads Circle, P.O. Box 1612 Waukesha, WI 53187-1612  
1-888 558-1544 Ext. 815 Fax: 262-796-0126
E-mail: onlineclassads@kalmbach.com

CLOSING DATES: Jan 2015 closes Oct 8, Feb. closes Nov. 10, March closes Dec. 8, May closes Feb. 11, July closes Apr. 8, Sept. closes June 10, 
Oct. closes July 8, Nov. closes Aug. 12, Dec. closes Sept. 9. 

Events
CA, SACRAMENTO: T.T.O.S. River City Toy Train Meet. 
Scottish Rite Center, 6151 H Street, Zip Code: 95819. 
Saturday, September 30, 2017, 10:00am-3:00pm. Single 
$5.00, Families $9.00, children under 12 free with adult. Free 
parking. Contact John DeHaan, 707-642-8023

CT. GREENWICH: Southern Connecticut Model Train 
Show, Greenwich Civ ic Center September 24, 2017, 
9:00am-3:00pm. Adults $7.00, under 12 free. Valley HO Trak 
Layout & more. Clinics, 150 tables; trains, books, artwork, 
DVD’s. Door prizes, free parking, refreshments. Ron’s Books, 
PO Box 714, Har r ison, NY 10528, 914 -9 67-7541.  
ronsbooks@aol.com, southerncttrainshow.com,

FL, BROOKSVILLE: Regal Railways presents Toy Trains & 
Hobby Show/Sale. Hernando Fairgrounds, 6436 Broad St. 
Saturday, September 30, 2017. 9:00am-2:00pm. Adults $5.00. 
Vendors, videos and operating layouts. Serving lunch items. 
Contact: Joe at 727-244-1341 or visit: www.regalrailways.com 
for more information.

GA, ATLANTA: 53rd Model Train & Railroadiana Show. 
Saturday August 26, 2017 Infinite Energy Center, 6400 
Sugarloaf Parkway 9am to 4pm. Admission: $9 (under 12 
free). Info: Charles Miller, 3106 N Rochester St., Arlington, VA 
22213. 703-536-2954 or rrshows@aol.com

IA, HAMPTON: NCIMRRC Train Show, Franklin County 
Convention Center. 1008 Central West, Sunday, October 29, 
2017. 9:00am-3:00pm. Admission $5.00. Trains (all scales), 
memorabilia and collectibles to buy, sell and trade. Individual 
tables welcome. For information or table reservations  
c o n t a c t .  E a s t s i d e  Tr a i ns ,  6 41- 4 5 6 -19 9 8 ,  e - m a i l 
eastsidetrains@gmail.com

KS, WICHITA: 23rd Annual  Model Train Show, Cessna 
Activity Center, 2744 George Washington Blvd. September 
23 -24 ,  2017,  Sa tu r d ay,  9 :0 0 am - 5 :0 0 pm;  Sund ay 
10:00am-3:00pm. All gauges, operating layouts, 40+ vendors, 
repairs, concessions, door prizes. Children’s Depot with 
Thomas the Train. Admission: $8.00 for Adults, Children  
u n d e r  18  F R E E  w /A d u l t .  M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n :  
www.WichitaToyTrainMuseum.org

NY, LINDENHURST: Northern Spur Train/Diecast 
Vehicles/Toy Meet. Firemen’s Memorial Park, 555 Heiling 
Blvd. (north of Hartford St.) September 24, 2017, November 5, 
2017, January 7, 2018, February 18, 2018, April 8, 2018. 
8:30am-1:00pm. $5.00 adults, under 16 free w/adult. Handicap 
accessible. Contact: Carmelo Sancetta. PO Box 1286M. Bay 
Shore, NY 11706. 631-666-6855

NY, ORCHARD PARK: TCA Upstate NY Chapter Show. 
American Legion Post 567, 3740 North Buffalo Rd. Zip: 14127. 
Sunday, September 17, 2017. TCA members 9:00am. Public: 
9:30am-2:30pm. Admission, Adults $5.00 under 17 FREE with 
paid adult. Info, www.upstate-ny-tca.com Chuck 716-390-8216

OH, PAINESVILLE: Rai l road Memorabi l ia Show, 
Painesville Railroad Museum (Painesville Depot), 475 Railroad 
Street, Zip Code: 44077. Sunday, August 27, 2017, 
10:00am-4:00pm. 216 -470-5780 Emai l: pr rm@att.net  
www.painesvillerailroadmuseum.org

PA, NEW HOPE: METCA 2 HR. Fall Train Trip New Hope to 
Buckingham Valley PA and back, Leave 5PM sharp Saturday 
September 16th 2017. Includes buffet w/desserts, soft 
beverages. Adult $60, Children 6-12 $10, 5 and under Free. 
Purchase tickets online. Info: www.METCA.org; Contact/Info 
Sam Deo, eusdesa@yahoo.com, 201-757-3507. All Aboard.

TX, MCKINNEY: TCA Lone Star Division Train Show 
Saturday, September 9, 2017. Collin College Central Park 
Campus Conference Center (SE corner Community Avenue 
and Taylor Burk Drive) 2400 Community Avenue McKinney TX 
75071. 10:30AM-4:00PM. $6.00 per adult/$9.00 per family.  
For more information contact Brian Jensen 972-414-1340 
bjensentx@tx.rr.com

TX, PLANO: NTC 3rd Annual Fall Plano Train Show. Plano 
Centre, 2000 E. Spring Creek Parkway. September 30th, and 
Octobe r  1s t ,  Sa tu rday 10 :0 0 am- 5:0 0 pm; Sunday 
10:00am-4:00pm. Adults $8.00, 12 and under free w/paid 
adult. All scales & Tin Plate. Dealer tables and How-To Clinics. 
Information: Chr is Atk ins, chr is@rai lroadmodeler.com  
469-438-0741. Visit us at http://www.dfwtrainsshow.com

TX, SEABROOK: TCA Lone Star Division Gulf Coast 
Chapter Fall Meet. Bay Area Community Center, 5002 NASA 
Parkway, Zip: 77586. Saturday, September 16, 2017, 
10:00am-3:00pm. Contact: Mark Heavener, 281-728-8585 
mark.heavener@gmail.com Ask about our special discounted 
table rates for this show.

VT, RUTLAND: 6th Annual Rutland Railway Association 
Model Railroad Show & Swap Meet. College of St. Joseph, 71 
Clement Road. September 30, 2017, 10:00am-3:00pm. 
Admission $5.00, under 12 free. Model Railroad Vendors, All 
Gauges & All Ages, Railroad Memorabilia, Layouts. Vendor 
Table Space Available. For Information: John Schaub,  
802-774-8412, call/text

WA, CHEHALIS: Lewis County Model Railroad Club, 
Annual Fall Railroad Swap Meet and  Show. Southwest 
Washington Fair Grounds, Blue Pavilion Building, 2555 N. 
National Ave., Zip: 98532. October 14-15, 2017, Saturday 
10:00am-4:00pm and Sunday 10:00am-3:00pm. Admission 
$5.00. Free parking. Contact information: Ted, 360-985-7788 
or TedsTrains@LewisCounty.com

S Gauge For Sale
AF TRAINS, PARTS, ACCESSORIES. Vis i t  
http://www.trainsmore.com or write for free catalog. Trains & 
More, P.O. Box 1751, Manchester, CT 06045-1751.

O Gauge For Sale
LIONEL “SUPER O” TRACKAGE: All items “Sold” & 
“Bought.” Super “O” ORIGINAL bus bars. Rudley’s Lionel 
Super “O” Layout Booklet, Mint, $20.00. Contact Mike at 
708-845-0937 or e-mail hspanier@aol.com

LIONEL ALL MINT UNLESS NOTED: Boxed Sets: 
31710 Burlington Northern Coal Train $5,951: 31773 Norfolk 
Southern Tank Train $895: 31718 Southern Pacific Oil Can Set 
$1,695: 31742 Santa Fe Super Chief Set with all add-on’s ABA 
with 7 cars $1,295: 11195 Neil Young Penna. F-3 Passenger 
Set with add-on B Unit LN $895: 31791 NYC LionMaster 
Freight Set $895: 21756 Santa Fe Anniversary Set $1,595: 
21759 Canadian Pacific F-3 Set $795: 29122 Erie Lackawanna 
F-3 Set $895: 31727 Rio Grande F-3 Freight Set $695: F-3 
Sets: 14500 Kansas City Southern ABA $795: 38100 Texas 
Special with 38103 Powered B Unit LN $895: 38144-14541 
C&O ABA $795: 18140 M.L. Road ABA $595: 18131 Northern 
Pacific AB $395: 38197 Southern Pacific Black Widow ABA 
$595: 31711 Wabash AB Split from set $395: Misc: 39543 
Texas Special B $150: 18108 GR Northern B $100: 31727 Rio 
Grande 5 Car Freight Split from Set $175: 14541 C&O B Unit 
$295: 38103 Texas Special Powered B LN $295: Has most 
add-on’s for Lionel F-3 Sets. Call Jim 570-655-4891 Sunday-
Thursday 4PM-10PM EST.

LIONEL MOST MOB: 60 items 1950’s and later.  List 
$2.00 (refundable with purchase) Bill Matt, 2333 S Elmwood, 
Berwyn, IL 60402

MODERN LIONEL AND WILLIAMS, SSAE for list. Fax 
No. 419-478-6856. Blazey, 4807 Lewis Ave., Toledo, OH 
43612

O Gauge Wanted
ALL TRAIN COLLECTORS- We need more trains to 
supply our large customer  base. Modern era specialists- 
Lionel, MTH, K-Line, Williams, Weaver, 3rd Rail, etc. We buy 
collections, store inventories, and parts of all sizes and eras. 
Send us your list or call us today. We travel extensively all over 
the US and Canada. Trainz, 2740 Faith Industrial Dr., Suite 
200, Buford, GA 30518. 866-285-5840, Scott@trainz.com 
Fax: 770-271-1295.

HONEST, VERY RELIABLE, established buyer of Lionel, 
MPC, American Flyer, Ives, Marx and others. I will pay cash for 
large or small collections or dealer inventories. Long time 
advertiser in this magazine. I want to spend $200,000 this 
year. I will travel if merited. Please call or send a list (with your 
price if possible). Charles Siegel, 387 Imperial Blvd., Ste. 2, 
Cape Canaveral, FL 32920. 321-799-4005. Fax 321-799-4044.

WE BUY ALL COLLECTIONS BIG & SMALL Lionel, 
American Flyer, K-Line, Marx, Weaver, Williams, Marklin, 
Hornby & more. Ready to travel, 30 years experience, 
confidential. Send us your lists today, 306 Sonoma Drive, 
S u i t e  773 ,  A l l e n ,  T X  75 013 .  w w w.t x t r a i n s .c o m  
texastrains@yahoo.com Phone: 972-824-7123

Miscellaneous Wanted
LIONEL ORIGINAL 1907 CATALOG Must be complete. 
Call Bernie: 416-726-1469.

MODEL AUTOMOBILE AND TRUCK KITS. Unbuilt or 
built. One piece to large collection. Good prices paid. Fred 
Sterns, 48 Standish, Buffalo, NY 14216, phone 716-838-6797, 
fax 716-836-6057, email: fsterns@aol.com

Parts and Accessories For Sale
PARTS CATALOG - LIONEL, AMERICAN FLYER, IVES, 
MARX, BUDDY “L”, NOMA STATION, DORFAN, ERECTOR 
HUDSON, MPC- 2” Thick, 35,000 Parts Inventory: 700E 
Cabs, Frames, Roofs, Controllers, Bodies, Truck Assemblies, 
“E” Units, “OO”, 55 Airplane, PREWAR-POSTWAR, $25.00 
Postpaid. RESTORATION TRAIN PARTS, 135 RICHWOOD 
DRIVE, GLOVERSVILLE, NEW YORK, 12078, (518) 725-4446, 
(6:00PM-10:00PM). PAYMENTS: MONEY ORDERS.

Custom Painting & Building
ARTWORKS Kit assembly service, kit bashing, scratch 
building service, painting and detail ing. 972-989-3834, 
artroberts43@icloud.com

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
This section is open to anyone who wants to sell or buy toy trains 
merchandise. CL ASSIC TOY TR AINS reserves the right to edit 
undesirable copy or to refuse listing.
Word Rate per issue: 1 insertion – $1.06 per word, 5 insertions – $1.00 
per word, 9 insertions – 92¢ per word. $25 minimum order per issue.  
Payment must accompany the ad. To receive the discount you must order 
and prepay for all ads at one time. Count all initials, single numbers, 
groups of numbers (i.e. 4-6-4 or K4’s), names, address number, street 
number each as one word. Example: R. Meister, 400 E Depot Ave., 
Waukesha, WI 53187 would count as 8 words.
Events Rate: $35 per issue (55 word maximum). Ads will contain the 
following information about the event: state, city, sponsoring organization 
and name of event, meet, auction or show, dates, location, times, 
admission fee, name and/or telephone number and/or email of person to 

contact for information. Name, daytime telephone number and street 
address of the person providing the information is also required but need 
not be included in the ad. Unless otherwise requested, ads will be 
published in the issue month that the event occurs in. Additional months 
are available at the $35 per issue fee. Please specify issue date(s).
All copy is set in standard 6 point type. First several words only set in 
bold face. If possible, ads should be sent typewritten and categorized to 
ensure accuracy.
For CTT’s private records, please furnish a telephone number and when 
using a P.O. Box in your ad, a street address.
SEND YOUR ADS TO: Classic Toy Trains — Classified Advertising  
21027 Crossroads Circle, P.O. Box 1612 Waukesha, WI 53187-1612  
1-888 558-1544 Ext. 815 Fax: 262-796-0126
E-mail: onlineclassads@kalmbach.com

CLOSING DATES: Jan 2017 closes Oct 11, Feb. closes Nov. 8, March closes Dec. 9, May closes Feb. 9, July closes Apr. 12, Sept. closes June 7, 
Oct. closes July 12, Nov. closes Aug. 9, Dec. closes Sept. 14. 

LEADING 
MODEL RETAILERS
Dealer Directory spaces are sold on a year’s 
basis at $318 per year, nine issues, (payable 
in advance), or at $40 per issue (billed to 
established accounts for one year minimum). 
Ads will be set in standard format typography. 
All insertions must be consecutive and may be 
invoiced if you have credit established with us. 
No mention of mail order business permitted. 
Closing dates listed in the Classifieds section. 
Call 888-558-1544, ext. 815.
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Lionel Value-Added, K-Line Dealer. Lionel 
repairs. The most postwar thru LTI Lionel in AZ. 
AF, Marx, LGB, Athearn, G to Z. 35 min. from 
downtown PHX. M-F 10:00-4:30 & weekends 

by appt. Email: totbargin@yahoo.com

ARIZONA • Fountain Hills

BURLING’S TON OF TRAINS
16924 East Colony Drive 480-816-6501

Specializing in O, 027, RailKing 1 gauge, MTH, 
Lionel, Atlas O. Service center on premises. 

Email: sales@arizonatraindepot.com 
Web: www.arizonatraindepot.com

Call toll free: 877-777-1444 (Closed Sun.)

ARIZONA • Mesa

ARIZONA TRAIN DEPOT
755 E. McKellips Rd. 480-833-9486

O Scale Trains and Collectables. New and 
used Lionel, K-Line-Williams. Come see us 

when you’re in the Pismo Beach area. Hours: 
Thursday thru Monday, 10:00am to 5:00pm.

CA • Pismo Beach

TRAINS AT PISMO DOGGIE BISCUIT BAR
231 Pomeroy, Suite H 805-779-0318  

All scales G through N, collectibles old & new. 
Authorized LGB, Lionel, MTH & Märklin dealer. 

One of the most complete train stores in
So. Calif. UPS worldwide shipper.

Visit our website at www.trainshack.com

CALIFORNIA • Burbank

THE TRAIN SHACK
1030 N. Hollywood Way 800-572-9929

Largest selection in the East Bay. 93 foot 
operating HO layout. Buy - sell - trade - consign 

- repairs - detail parts in all scales. Lionel. 
Discount prices & friendly service.

Website: www.just-trains.com

CALIFORNIA • Concord

JUST  TRAINS
5650 Imhoff Dr. 925-685-6566

Lionel, AF, LGB, HO, N, & Playmobil.
New, used, & collectibles.
Buy, sell, trade & repair.

Tue - Fri 12-7, Sat 9-5, Sun 11-3.

CALIFORNIA • Costa Mesa

THE TRAIN CROSSING
1113 Baker Street, Ste. F 714-549-1596
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Model rail specialists since 1951.
LGB, Lionel, O, S, On3, HO, HOn3, N, Z.

Complete stock of brass imports, new & used. 
Books, tools, structures, detail parts.

Open 7 days     www.thewhistlestop.com

CALIFORNIA • Pasadena

THE ORIGINAL WHISTLE STOP INC.
2490 E. Colorado Blvd. 626-796-7791

Lionel, Märklin, HO, scales
Domestic and imported trains
Open 7 Days - Call for Hours

www.talbotstoyland.com

CALIFORNIA • San Mateo

TALBOT’S HOBBIES
445 South “B”  Street 650-931-8110

Largest Selection of O/G in So. Cal!
Discount Prices, Open 6 Days a Week!

Authorized Lionel, MTH, LGB, PIKO Dealer!
www.milepost38.com

CALIFORNIA • Westminster (Orange Co.)

MILEPOST 38 TOY TRAINS
6462 Industry Way 714-892-9471

A full service model train Store! Large 
inventory, HO, N, O & O27 Tinplate. 

Books, videos, collectors & gift items. 
Repair service. We buy old toy trains. 

www.westerndepot.com

CALIFORNIA • Yuba City

THE WESTERN DEPOT
1650 Sierra Ave. #203 530-673-6776

Formerly Caboose Hobbies, sharing our 
passion for trains since 1938. All scales and 

gauges from Z to G. Custom services include 
expert repair and DCC installation. 

Open daily or at CabooseHobbies.com

COLORADO • Denver (Lakewood)

CABOOSE
10800 W. Alameda Ave. 303-777-6766

Lionel, HO & N. Lionel authorized dealer 
& repair. Plastic, wood kits, rockets, tools, 

structural & diorama supplies.
Special orders welcome.

CONNECTICUT • Cos Cob

ANN’S HOBBY CENTER
405 E. Putnam Avenue 203-869-0969

All scales Z, N, HO, O, O-27, G, #1, MTH, 
Lionel, Märklin, LGB, Walthers, Aristo, Trix, etc. 

Digital Sales-Install. Large  oper. layouts.
Mon-Wed 10-6, Th-Fri 10-9, Sat-Sun 10-6

www.timemachinehobby.com

CONNECTICUT • Manchester

TIME MACHINE HOBBY - NEW ENGLAND HOBBY SUPPLY
71 Hilliard St. 860-646-0610

No sales tax at the Delaware seashore.
Lionel new & used . . . . also Atlas, Bachmann,
MTH. We buy used trains. Auth. Lionel repairs.

Large inventory of used HO trains.
Open Tues-Sat 11-4:30, Closed Sun & Mon

DELAWARE • Ocean View

SEASIDE HOBBIES
15 Daisey Ave. 302-539-1601

Lionel, American Flyer, MTH
Trains bought and sold

www.traincity.com
www.choochooauctions.com

FLORIDA • Cape Canaveral

TRAIN CITY, INC. - CHARLES SIEGEL
387 Imperial Blvd., Ste. 2 321-799-4005

N, HO, O scale model railroading.
Paint, tools, scenery, accessories,

& plastic models.
Mon - Sat 10:00am-6:00pm; Closed Sun

www.metrotrainsandhobbies.com

FLORIDA • Ft. Myers

METRO TRAINS & HOBBIES
12951 Metro Parkway 239-332-0422

Full line Hobby Shop specializing in Trains.
Mon - Fri 10-6, Sat 10-4, Sun 12-4

www.depothobbyshop.com
1/2 mile east of I-95 exit #61.

FLORIDA • Lantana (West Palm area)

THE DEPOT HOBBY SHOP
518 W. Lantana Rd. 561-585-1982

Largest train store in the South.
MTH, Lionel, LGB, HO & N. Five

operating layouts. Open Mon 11-5,
Tues-Fri 10-6, Sat 9-6, Sun (Nov-Jan) 10-1.

FLORIDA • Miami

READY TO ROLL
831 NW 143rd Street 305-688-8868

Competitive prices, friendly service.
All makes & models, trains & accessories 

Z-G. Lionel, Micro-Train, MTH Dealer 
www.trainsbyjohnson.com

Directions: Old Palafox St. at 10 Mile Rd.

FLORIDA • Pensacola

TRAINS BY JOHNSON
10412 N. Palafox Hwy. 850-478-8584

Trains, trains, trains.
Model railroading at its best.

Visit us in the store or
on the Web at www.gcmrr.com
Open Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 10-5.

FLORIDA • Sarasota

GULF COAST MODEL RAILROAD, INC.
3222 Clark Rd # 72 941-923-9303

2600 sq. ft. Showroom. Lionel & MTH Dealer 
NEW, USED, BUY/SELL * All Gauges Z thru G

Over 6,000 Parts. Repair Services. Trains, Track, 
Sets, Scenic Supplies. Tues - Sat 10-6

www.zitniktrains.com

FLORIDA • Tampa Bay - Pinellas Park

ZITNIK TRAINS
5193 73rd Ave. N. 727-201-9668

Buying, selling, repairing, consignments.
Old fashioned customer service guaranteed. 

Lionel, MTH, LGB, HO, N, large postwar parts. 
MTH Auth. Serv. Sta. Open Tue - Sat, Closed 
Sun & Mon. www.AAModelTrainRepair.com

FLORIDA • Tampa Bay Area (Largo)

AA MODEL TRAIN REPAIR
8340 Ulmerton Rd., #222 727-698-7496

Lionel Train Top 10 Dealer
MTH Train Mega Dealer

400 s.f. layout, HUGE selection, service, repair
www.legacystation.com    

800-964-8724

GEORGIA • Atlanta (Lilburn)

LEGACY STATION TRAINS
4153 Lawrenceville Hwy., #12 770-339-7780

Atlanta’s Finest Shop for serious modelers!
Quality items in all scales at fair prices.

Service - Repairs. Over 34 years of quality 
service.Close to all Interstate Hwys.

8-min. from Atlanta Airport. Tues-Sat 10-5:30

GEORGIA • Atlanta (Riverdale)

RIVERDALE STATION
6632 Hwy. 85 Riverdale Plaza 770-991-6085

Bargains Galore!
Located 1/2 mile off I-85 exit 129.  

Featuring HO, O, toys and die cast items from 
Trainz.com

Hours: Mon - Sat 10-6, Sun 1-5

GEORGIA • Braselton

ANTIQUE MALL TRAINS
5134 Georgia 53 706-654-3693

Quality, Selection & Service.
 Discount pricing in all scales.

 Mon - Sat 11-6, Sun 1-6 
Across from NS Mainline in Downtown Buford

Web store at: www.trainmastermodels.com

GEORGIA • Buford (Atlanta)

TRAINMASTER MODELS
601 East Main St. 678-546-3600

Lionel and HO Railroadiana
Service and Repair

Open Tues - Sat 9-6
Closed Sun - Mon

GEORGIA • Watkinsville (Athens)

MEMORY STATION
171 South Main St. 706-769-8986

Model train museum and hobby shop
MTH • Atlas • Lionel • scenery supplies Layout 

construction help / workshop 
Club sized 3-rail display layout

mrmuf� nstrains.com

INDIANA • Atlanta

MR MUFFIN’S TRAINS
165 East Main St. 765-292-2022

Home of I Love Toy Trains DVDs, Lionel, MTH, 
Thomas, toys, and operating layouts.

Lionel Factory Authorized Sales & Service
 Mon - Sat10-5 CST   Web: tmbv.com

Memorial Day - Labor Day: 7 days 10-5 CST

INDIANA • Michigan City

I LOVE TOY TRAINS - THE STORE
4212 West 1000 North 219-879-2822

MTH, K-Line, Williams, Lionel, Gargraves,
New & Used, Authorized MTH & Lionel Service 

Center. Mon - Sat 10-5; Sun 11-4      
skippertim99@gmail.com

IOWA • Dubuque

CATHY’S TREASURES
Electric RR Dealer/Upgrades 563-590-5318

O, S. HO, N, Z & G Scale
Lionel, MTH, A/F, Marklin, LGB & more!

New, Used & Vintage. Extensive scenery line. 
Repair, custom work & layouts.

www.fredstrainshop.com

KANSAS • Overland Park (KC Area)

FRED’S TRAIN SHOP
9322 W. 87th St. 913-383-3500

Model trains & slot cars. Most scales available. 
Accessories & services. New, pre-owned & 
vintage. Working layout! Open 7 days 10-5

www.yorkvillagemarketplace.com

MAINE • York

YORK VILLAGE MARKETPLACE
891 U.S. Route 1 207-363-4830

One of the largest operating train layouts and 
museum. MTH, Lionel, Z, N, HO, O, G, scenery, 

magazines, videos. Thomas, Brio, Rokenbok 
System, Lionel/AF logo stools. Call for hours. 

www.the-train-room.com

MARYLAND • Hagerstown

THE TRAIN ROOM
360 S. Burhans Blvd. 301-745-6681

G - 1 - O - S - HO - N - Z
Buy - Sell - Trade - New - Used - Repairs

Märklin Dealer
Wednesday - Sunday 11-6

MASSACHUSETTS • Duxbury

DUXBURY GREEN, INC.
382 Kingstown Way (Rt. 53) 781-585-2164

Parts and service, factory experienced.
Parts list available, $2.00. Tue - Fri 9-5.

”The Coupler”, repair hints, back issues. 
Email: dave@drtinkertrains.com 
http://www.drtinkertrains.com

MASSACHUSETTS • Lexington

DR. TINKER’S ANTIQUE TOY TRAINS
1 Belfry Terrace 781-862-5798

Scales Z to G. All at discount prices.
Am. Models, Aristo, Athearn, Atlas, Bachmann, 

Con-Cor, IHC, USA, Kadee, Kato,
K-Line, Lionel, MTH, Walthers, LGB, HLW.

www.jvrailroad.com

MICHIGAN • Bridgeport

JUNCTION VALLEY RR HOBBY SHOP
7065 Dixie Hwy. 989-777-3480

Long term experience with customer service. 
We service the products we sell and are here to 

help you. 7,000 sq ft of retail space.
Stop in or visit www.pdhobbyshop.com 
Open M-F 10-8, Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5 EST

MICHIGAN • Fraser

P & D HOBBY SHOP
31280 Groesbeck Hwy. 586-296-6116

Personalized Customer Service!
Trains & Accessories N to G

Authorized Lionel/K-Line, MTH, DIGITRAX
Sales & Service - over 12,000 parts

www.traindoctor.com

MICHIGAN • Saginaw

BRASSEUR ELECTRIC TRAINS
410 Court Ave. 989-793-4753

Let your imagination run wild!
Z to G, Lionel, scenery, tools,

structures, scratchbuilding supplies,
special orders, ships, armor, cars, more...

MICHIGAN • Traverse City

TRAINS & THINGS HOBBIES
210 East Front St. 231-947-1353

FORMERLY MERRI-SEVEN • NEW LOCATION
All scales Z thru G, new and used

Complete selection of RR equipment/supplies
BUY • SELL • REPAIR • PARTS

Tues - Fri 11-7, Sat. 11-6

MICHIGAN • Troy

EMPIRE TRAINS & HOBBIES
3278 Rochester Rd. 248-680-6500

HO, N and Marx bought and sold.
American Flyer and Lionel also.

Tuesday thru Friday 12-6, Saturday 10-5. Other 
hours available by appt. Please call.

MICHIGAN • Wyoming

HOBBY RECYCLING
2313 Lee St. SW 616-257-7155

Lionel & American Flyer Specialists. Large 
selection at discount prices. We buy, sell and 
repair. Value-Added Dealer & Service Station. 
HERITAGE DEALER www.electrictrainoutlet.

com bob@electrictrainoutlet.com

MISSOURI • Saint Louis

ELECTRIC TRAIN OUTLET
9517 Page Blvd. 314-428-2211

Largest selection of prewar & postwar in 
Midwest. Lionel, Am Flyer, Marx, Athearn, 

Proto, Atlas, etc. 
Highest price for large collections.

www.TrainTownstl.com

MISSOURI • St. Louis

TRAIN TOWN
9832 Manchester Road 314-716-2755

The area’s most complete Lionel MPC, 
LTI selection. Buy, sell & trade. 

Postwar new & used. 
Accessories, parts and supplies.

NEVADA • Las Vegas

THE TRAIN ENGINEER
2550 Chandler #53 702-597-1754

Big selection of HO, N and Lionel O Gauge 
trains. Only 7 miles west of the Las Vegas strip. 

www.westsidetrainslv.com

NEVADA • Las Vegas

WESTSIDE TRAINS
2960 S. Durango #117 702-254-9475

Large selection of MTH-RailKing, Lionel,
Atlas O engines, rolling stock & accessories.

Open 7 days a week 10-5.

NEW HAMPSHIRE • Hampton Falls

BRENTWOOD ANTIQUES
106 Lafayette Rd. 603-929-1441

Atlas, Lionel, MTH, Williams, LGB, most HO 
makers. Any item in any scale can be ordered at 

very competitive prices.
Used trains bought and sold. Repairs done.

E-mail:  nerr@comcast.net

NEW HAMPSHIRE • Nashua

NEW ENGLAND RAILROAD
89 Main St. 603-791-0080

Authorized Lionel Dealer
Buy - Sell - Repair

Located in Columbus Market
Thur. & Sat. 8-7:30, Fri. 10-7:30, Sun. 8-4:30

NEW JERSEY • Columbus

COLUMBUS TRAINS & HOBBIES
2919 Rt. 206, Store 310 609-518-1800

Northern NJ’s largest train store.
Factory authorized Lionel sales, service,

and parts. Old Lionel trains bought and sold. 
LGB, Atlas, Life-Like, MDK. 
Authorized Walther’s dealer.

NEW JERSEY • Mountain Lakes

THE TRAIN STATION
PO Box 381, Romaine Rd. 973-263-1979

A Complete Model Railroad Store • Over 600 
Engines in Stock  N• HO • O DCC/DCS/TMCC 
Authorized MTH & LIONEL Dealer. Walthers • 
Atlas • Atlas O. Sun-Thur 10-6, Fri-Sat 10-8

www.thetrainroomnj.com

NEW JERSEY • Point Pleasant Beach

THE TRAIN ROOM
715 Arnold Ave. 732-892-5145

Lionel, K-Line, Gargraves.
Authorized Lionel service station.
New and used bought and sold.

NEW JERSEY • Totowa

WALKER’S HARDWARE
294 Union Blvd. 973-942-2694

Lionel Value-Added Dealer.
Authorized Service Station.

Lionel, MTH, Williams,Weaver, K-Line, 
GarGraves. New & Used O & O27. 

Glen Roc Shopping Center.

NEW JERSEY • Trenton/Ewing

TRAINS & THINGS
246 Scotch Rd. 609-883-8790

Lionel, MTH & Atlas
Lionel Authorized Service Center

Discount Pricing
www.tomstrainsny.com

Call for hours.

NEW YORK • Ardsley

TOM’S TRAINS AT ARDSLEY
686 Saw Mill River Road 914-329-0354

Trains- Z, N, HO, S, O, G scale, models, 
rockets, hobby supplies. Lionel & MTH author-
ized dealer. Four working layouts. Repairs, buy/

sell. Open 7 days. An old-fashioned general 
store. www.hurleycountrystore.biz

NEW YORK • Hurley

HURLEY COUNTRY STORE INC
2 Wamsley Pl. (Old Hurley) 845-338-4843

Lionel MTH Sales and 
Lionel Service Station #144

Monday - Friday 9-5, Saturday 10-4
(Saturday hours October - April only)

www.gardnerthetraindoctor.com

NEW YORK • North Rose

GARDNER, “THE TRAIN DOCTOR”
8967 Ridge Rd., 1 mi E of 14 315-483-6577

We are your source for O gauge trains & 
accessories. We carry MTH, Lionel,

Atlas O, Williams & Gargraves.
www.e-zcatch.com       e-zcatch@verizon.net

NEW YORK • Staten Island

E - Z CATCH TRAIN SHOP
5 Tysen St. 718-727-7373

K-Line Superstore, MTH, Lionel. Large selection 
of older MTH. First in O gauge.

In-store layout! Located off I-40. Tues-Sat 
9:30am-5pm. E-mail: JKonc52032@aol.com 

www.trainloft.com   Celebrating 20 years!

NORTH CAROLINA • Winston (Salem)

THE TRAIN LOFT
4007B Country Club Rd. 336-760-9817

Akron’s largest old & new Lionel Dealer Auth-
orized Lionel & MTH sales & service stations. 
We specialize in MTH DCS and Lionel Com-
mand and Railsounds. We buy, sell, trade & 
restore. 888-641-5876 EandSHobbies.com

OHIO • Akron

E & S TRAINS AND HOBBIES
980 Kenmore Blvd. 330-745-0785

Cleveland’s largest Lionel dealer. MTH, 
Williams, Flyer and Marx. Lotsa old stuff. Expert 

train repairs. All credit cards. 
Call for hours.

OHIO • Cleveland

TRADING POST TRAIN SHOP
4394 Pearl Rd. 216-661-7300

MTH Service Center
Authorized dealer for MTH, Lionel, Atlas Closed 

Sun. & Mon
30 miles west of Cleveland - off State Rte. 20

www.stockyardexpress.com

OHIO • Oberlin (W. Cleveland)

STOCKYARD EXPRESS
49293 Plate Rd. 440-774-2131

Full service train shop
Lionel, 3-Rail, American Flyer
New-used-buy-consignments

T-F 10-6, Sat 10-5, Sun 12-4, Closed Monday
www.hobbysmith.com            1-877-284-1912

OREGON • Portland

THE HOBBY SMITH
1809 NE Cesar Chavez Blvd. 503-284-1912

Your complete model railroad store. 
Gauges Z through G. 

Lionel, MTH, Atlas, K-Line
Mon - Fri 10-6, Sat 10-5, Closed Sunday

www.wsor.com

OREGON • Portland

WHISTLE STOP TRAINS
11724 SE Division St. 503-761-1822

The Exclusive model railroad store.
From N to G, we stock it all.

OPEN 7 days a week.
Only minutes from Frederick, MD.

www.mainlinehobby.net

PENNSYLVANIA • Blue Ridge Summit

MAINLINE HOBBY SUPPLY
15066 Buchanan Trail E. 717-794-2860

Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, Atlas & MTH
HO, N, ON30, Standard, O & S gauges

bought, sold & traded. Auth. service station.
Mon, Wed, Fri 10-9, Tue & Thu 10-7, Sat 10-5

www.nstrains.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Broomall

NICHOLAS SMITH TRAINS
2343 West Chester Pike 610-353-8585

Authorized Dealer of Lionel, Atlas-O, MTH. N to 
G, Track, Remotes, Buildings, Accessories. Buy, 
Sell, Trade, Repair. Mon-Sat: Noon-6pm 5,500+ 

SqFt. Exclusively Trains! 20,000+ items

PENNSYLVANIA • Greensburg

BRADY’S TRAIN OULET
1046 S. Main Street 724-838-8448

Lionel, American Flyer & MTH.
New Lionel & MTH at discount prices. Standard 

O & S gauges bought, sold &
repaired. Authorized service station.
20 min. from York PA. Tue-Sat 12-6

PENNSYLVANIA • Hanover

TOY TRAINS UNLIMITED
28 York St. 717-637-4717
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Pittsburgh’s largest MTH dealer. 
Lionel, K-line, Atlas , Gargraves, USA Train
Scenery supplies for HO, O and G gauges.
Buy, sell, trade old trains. Expert repair ser

vice. Tue-Sat 10-6. www.imperialtrainco.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Imperial (Pgh.)

IMPERIAL TRAIN COMPANY
450 Penn Lincoln Dr. 724-695-7552

Buy/sell/trade, repair all types of trains.
Giant Lionel village display during

the holiday season, November - January
Call for hours.

www.undergroundrrshop.com

PENNSYLVANIA • New Castle

THE UNDERGROUND RR SHOPPE
1906 Wilmington Rd. 724-652-4912

Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, MTH, Marklin, 
Bachmann, Williams.  HO, N & Z.

We buy, sell & repair. Mon-Fri 12-8; Sat 10-5 
www.JoesTrainStation.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Philadelphia (Feasterville)

JOE’S TRAIN STATION
21 East Street Rd. 215-322-5182

From trains to diecast to scenery, everything for 
the layout builder. Open 7 days a week.

N, HO, O,  Lionel, LGB. 
Buy, sell, trade used  trains. Located adjacent 
to Choo Choo Barn.   www.etrainshop.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Strasburg

STRASBURG TRAIN SHOP
226 Gap Road 717-687-0464

Lionel, MTH, Atlas O, Ross Custom Switches 
GarGraves, Woodland Scenics

Please call or visit our website for hours
www.cttrains.com

PENNSYLVANIA • Zelienople

CT MCCORMICK HARDWARE HOBBY DIVISION
147 S. Main St. 724-452-6130

All scales, all major brands 
of model railroad equipment.

We buy & sell used Lionel trains.
Open daily 10-6. Closed Sun.

SOUTH CAROLINA • West Columbia

NEW BROOKLAND RR & HOBBY SHOP
405 State St. 803-791-3958

East Tennessee’s largest selection of O gauge 
trains, Lionel, MTH & others. 8,000 sq. ft. of 

hobbies & toys. Located in Knoxville’s premier 
shopping destination. Turkey Creek Area.

Open 7 days a week.

TENNESSEE • Knoxville

HOBBYTOWN USA
11145 Turkey Dr. 865-675-1975

Authorized Value-Added Lionel Dealer & 
Williams Dealer. Hundreds of rolling stock cars. 

Large inventory of engines and accessories. 
Visit our operating layout anytime, Monday - 

Saturday 9-5

TENNESSEE • Murfreesboro

THOR’S
416-F Medical Center Pkwy. 615-895-6918

Of� cial Lionel Layout Builder Since 2001
Traingineer shop/showroom includes;

Custom Layouts, Modulars, Model Stations,
Bridge Kits...come see...there’s always

something new!!! www.TrainWorxStore.com

TEXAS • Dallas

TW TRAINWORX
2808 McGowan St. 877-881-4997

OPEN 7 DAYS  MON - SAT: 10-7; SUN: 11-4
Authorized Dealer Most Brands & Repairs

New & Vintage ALL SCALES, Special Orders
I-95 Exit 92B West 1.2 mi to CSX Tracks

VA • Ashland (Richmond)

TINY TIM’S TOYS & TRAINS
104 S.  Railroad Ave. 804-368-0063

Northern Virginia’s largest & most complete 
train store for new & gently used Lionel,
MTH & Bachmann. We carry Standard,

O, O-27, S, HO & N. Expert repairs. 
dandhtrains@comcast.net

VIRGINIA • Manassas

TOY TRAINS & COLLECTIBLES
7216 New Market Court 571-379-5497

Lionel, LGB, G, AF, HO, N & MTH
Buy, sell, trade, repair.
Mon-Fri 10-6; Sat 10-5

Two minutes off Exit 146 on I-81.

VIRGINIA • Roanoke

RAIL YARD HOBBY SHOP
7547 Williamson Rd. 540-362-1714

Full service storefront & online store. All makes 
& scales. New/used trains sales, service, repair 
& upgrades. Retail Store - www.traindepot.biz 
Authorized Lionel Service Station & Digitrax 
dealer. Online Sales Visit www.JTTrains.com

VIRGINIA/MARYLAND • Chantilly, VA

TRAIN DEPOT
13944 Willard Rd., Suite I 703-953-3767

Close to SEA-TAC airport - short drive from
downtown Seattle. New & vintage electric trains 

in all scales. Tues - Sat 11-6
www.electrictrainshop.com

WASHINGTON • Burien (Seattle)

THE ELECTRIC TRAIN SHOP
625 SW 152nd St. 206-244-7077

Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, HO, N.
Buy, sell, and repair.

Supplying all your railroading needs.
Open Mon.-Sat.

www.eastsidetrains.com

WASHINGTON • Kirkland

EASTSIDE TRAINS, INC.
217 Central Way 425-828-4098

Largest Selection of Trains in the Valley
Buy - Sell - Trade - New & Used Trains

MTH-Weaver-Williams-Lionel-Atlas-Dept 56
M, F 12-7, Tu,W,Th 12-6, Sat 10-3

www.patstrains.com

WEST VIRGINIA • Wheeling

PATRICK’S TRAINS
142 29th Street 304-232-0714

Lionel, MTH, Atlas, American Flyer, K-Line, 
Kalmbach. Over 500 engines on display.

Also carry G, HO, N scale trains.
New and used. Repair, buy, sell, trade.

www.sommerfelds.com

WISCONSIN • Butler

SOMMERFELD’S TRAINS HOBBIES
12620 W. Hampton Ave. 262-783-7797

NE Wis. largest O Gauge dealer. Lionel, MTH, 
Atlas O, 3rd Rail, Weaver & Williams Acces-

sories, structures, books & videos. Open
Mon 12-7 Tues-Fri 10-5  (Sat 10-2 Nov-Mar)

www.railtycoon.com (formerly GB TV & Trains)

WISCONSIN • Green Bay

GB TRAIN SHOP
1353 Velp Ave. 920-496-9697

Model trains in G, O, S, HO, N, Z. Old toy trains, 
railway antiques, art, books, DVDs, souvenirs 

and Thomas too. Canadian road names a 
specialty. 20 min. west of Kamloops.

www.kellyskaboose.ca

CANADA–BC • Savona

KELLY’S KABOOSE, THE RAILWAY STORE
6648 Savona Access Rd. 250-377-8510

New & used Lionel, MTH, Marx, AF. Trains & 
accessories for the collector & operator bought 
& sold. Walther’s dealer. Lionel SS#516. Orders 

1–888–MALWOOD (toll free)
e-mail: malwoodstation@rogers.com

CANADA–ON • Dunrobin (Ottawa)

MALWOOD STATION
1169 Murphy Side Rd. 613-832-1374

Model Trains for Beginners to the Experts
Buy, Sell, Trade, Repair

O/O27, HO, N, S, G
Lionel/MTH Auth. Sales & Service Centers

www.lioneltrains.ca

CANADA–ON • Fergus

2B IN TRAINS
6168 Road 29 519-787-3280

6,000 sq. ft. All  Trains!
Premier Selection & Service!
In store clinics and layouts!

Railfan Headquarters! Quick special orders!
www.cvrco.com

CANADA–ON • Mississauga

CREDIT VALLEY RAILWAY COMPANY, LTD.V
2900 Argentia Rd. Unit #24 1-800-464-1730

45 Min North of Guelph. Authorized Lionel value 
added dealer. One of Canada’s largest Lionel 

retailers MTH, K-Line & more. Full line HO 
dealer. www.tctrainscanada.com 

Fax 519-323-3809. Closed Monday

CANADA–ON • Mount Forest

THE TRAIN CELLAR CLASSIC TRAINS
130 Main St. North 519-323-3935

Model Railroad Specialists since 1962
Lionel Authorized Distributor & Repair Center

All Scales - Special Orders
Closed Mondays www.georgestrains.com

CANADA–ON • Toronto (Markham)

GEORGE’S TRAINS LTD.
550 Alden Rd., Unit 101 905-470-6200

Classic Toy Trains is available in digital format!
Visit  ClassicToyTrains.com/DigitalEditions  for more information.

NEW 2018 EDITION!

Price Guide 

Buy now from your 
local hobby shop! 

Shop at KalmbachHobbyStore.com

The

Price Guide 

TheEssential
Now in its 38th year, Lionel Trains Pocket Price Guide 1901-2018 
is the preferred choice of toy train collectors and operators for 
accurate pricing information on prewar, postwar, and modern 
Lionel trains. The handy 400+ page guide features:
 • Current pricing information.
 • Identi� cation and evaluation tips.
 • O and S gauge train listings.
 • An easy-to-read format with space for notes.
 • And much more!

No wonder so many toy train enthusiasts rely on the Lionel 
Trains Pocket Price Guide for the most up-to-date information 
on their investment!

#10-8718 • $21.99 Sales tax where applicable.
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NEW 
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Peter Atonna builds 
his greatest layout* 
*Until he builds the next one!

 
LOCOMOTIVE HOW-TO

Replace postwar 
reverse units 

Give an old locomotive a 
new lease on life with a 

modern reverse unit.

Scarce Flyer signals 
(and a true rarity!)

American Flyer’s elusive and 
collectible mid-1940s signals. 

 
Year of change:
Lionel in 1967 

Products made 50 years ago 
recall the end of an era.

 
PLUS: News,  

reviews,  projects, 
and more!
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HAVE A TIP OR TECHNIQUE TO SHARE? Write “Tips” on your letter 
and mail it to Classic Toy Trains, P.O. Box 1612, Waukesha, WI 53187-
1612, or email us at tips@classictoytrains.com and put the word “tips” 
in the subject line. We’ll pay you $25 for any tip we publish unless it 
was contained in a previously purchased article.

Simulate rubber 
roadbed

On my O gauge Great Georgia Central & 
Southern RR, I am a holdout for a 
green-painted plywood tabletop with 
tubular three-rail track. Sixteen years 

ago, I used Johnson rubber roadbed for track sup-
port. It looks great and deadens the sound. It is, 
however, virtually unavailable now. 

I’m building a small, 1950s style layout for our 
cabin and was looking for a substitute roadbed. I 
wanted to use tubular track and green-painted ply-
wood, just like Lionelville in 1950.

I stumbled across a product that mimics the 
Johnson rubber roadbed, without the drop-in slots 
for tubular ties and the simulated raised ties 
molded in the roadbed. What is it? Insulation tape 
(Photo 1). Plumbers use it to wrap pipes in attics, 
basements, and other spots where pipes can freeze. 

I chose the Armaflex TAP18230 from Home 
Depot. It is a two-inch-wide black product. Insu-
lating tape, which is available in a variety of widths, 
is easy to install. Lay your track plan on the table-
top and, using a marker, place a line on the outside 
width of the track ties (Photo 2). 

Then set aside the track and unroll the insula-
tion tape against the marker line (Photo 3). The 
tape has a sticky back, just strong enough to hold 
the tape where you place it. It goes around curves, 
even O-31 sections quite easily. 

Lay track sections to match the location of the 
tape (Photo 4). Presto, a magic rubber roadbed 
appears! Looks are one thing, but what about the 
sound deadening? There are several thoughts here. 
You can place screws through the ties to hold the 
track in place, but then you have the train/track 
noise transferred to the plywood via the screw. 
This isn’t too bad; noise is reduced by about half.

A better solution is to replace the screws with 
long black twist ties or even black insulated wire, 
making a horseshoe “U” and twisting them tightly 
under the table. Glue will work too.

Plumber’s insulation tape looks great and dead-
ens the tinplate roar for my postwar-style O gauge 
layout. – Jim Steed

WITH THE CTT READERS AND STAFF
TIPS • TOOLS • TECHNIQUES

INSULATING TAPE CAN BE A 
WONDERFUL THING

1 2

3 4
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HOT REVIEW!
O gauge steam 
from MTH p. 72January 2016

LAYOUT
ILLUSION p. 54

GUIDE TO FLYER SETS p. 66

Visit Ed Dougherty’s prewar collection p. 48

DREAM
THIS O GAUGE GEM 
REFLECTS PLANNING 
& ATTENTION 
TO DETAIL  p. 42 

DREAM
Building a 

Dave Sanders never 
had an electric train 
as a youngster. Now 
he has made up for 
lost time by building  
a stunning empire.

LIONEL’S

12 WAYS to run like a real railroad p. 32Toy Train?
Classic Toy Trains magazine celebrates the joy of collecting and operating toy 
trains from your past. Whether you’re a collector or operator, you’ll � nd a wealth 
of information to inspire your passion as you experience fond memories.

Your subscription includes 9 issues (1 year) � lled with layouts and track plans, 
compelling photographs, personal collections, and more.

2 EASY WAYS TO ORDER:
ONLINE ClassicToyTrains.com • CALL 877-243-4903

Outside the United States and Canada, call 813-910-3616.

Subscribe Now!

Do You Remember
Your First

P
31

25
9

 •  How-to projects written 
by experts.

 • Tips, tools, and techniques.

 • O & S gauge trains.

 •  Pro� les of collectible 
pre/postwar trains.

 • Product news and reviews.

 •  Bonus online videos and 
track plans.

It’s never too late to rediscover 
your favorite childhood memories. 

The #1 

Resource 

for Toy Train 

Enthusiasts!
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