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LIONEL ENGINES OUR PRICE
#746 J CLASS LOCOMOTIVE AND TENDER RAILSOUNDS 408 $529.00
SOUTHERN PACIFIC GS-4 #4436 WLEGACY L7V1 $1,049.00

WEYERHAEUSER 2-6-0 MOGUL STM LOCO CONV. MSRP 549.99 L11v2 ~ $499.00

POLAR RAILROAD K4 LEGACY STEAM LOCO MSRP 899.99 LC12 $699.00
POLAR RAILROAD K4 CONVENTIONAL STM LOCO L11C $569.00
BLUE COMET 4-6-2 PACIFIC LEGACY L12V1 $1,199.00
MEADOW RIVER LEGACY 2-TRUCK SHAY STEAM LOCO L12V1 $945.00
ILLINOIS CENTRAL BERKSHIRE STEAM LOCO MSRP 1249.99 L12V1  $899.00
UNDECORATED 4-8-4 J-CLASS PILOT MSRP 1299.99 L15V1 $749.00
N&W J-CLASS #612 STD 0 SCAKE MSRP 1299.99 L12v2 (NOTES)  $1,199.00
GS-6 4-8-4 PILOT STD O SCALE STEAM LOCO MSRP 1299.99 L14V1  $749.00
KANSAS CITY SOUTHERN F3 AA SOLD W27661 KSC EXT. VIS CABOOSE ~ $699.00
C&0 F-3 B-UNIT $275.00
PENNSYLVANIA $-2 6-8-6 TURBINE RAILSOUNDS 496 $899.00
CHESSIE T-1 484 STEAM LOCOMOTIVE RAILSOUNDS $595.00
WESTERN MARYLAND #6 SHAY W17511 LOGGING 3 PK $850.00
SANTA FE MIKADO STEAM LOCO & TENDER $455.00
C.& 0. STREAMLINED HUDSON WRS'S 11 307 $549.00
NYC COMMODORE VANDERBILT (SILVERGREY) TMCC - RAILSOUMDS ~ $799.00
#238E PENN TORPEDO TMCC - RAILSOUNDS 1997 $499.00
LCC #726 BERKSHIRE STEAM LOCO $595.00
LCC #671 TURBINE STM. LOCO PENN 1196 $569.00
PA TURBINE TENDER (CENT. CLUB CCRS) $198.00
D&RG ALCO PA-1 ABA CONVENTIONAL DIESEL WRS $595.00
#2343 SANTA FE F3 AB DIESELTMCC W18134 F3ARS & 18136 F38  $699.00
MILWAUKEE ROAD F3 A-B $579.00
NEW YORK CENTRAL F-38 LIONEL CENTURY CLUB $179.00
CHICAGO & NORTHWESTERN DASH 8 40C WRAILSOUNDS $249.00
CONRAIL DASH 8 - 40 COMMAND CONTROL $229.00
PA ALCO PB-1 DIESEL (DUAL-PWR) $160.00
READING COMMUTER M.U. SET MSRP 569.95 $249.00
READING COMMUTER M.U.NON POWERED SET MSRP 299.95 $149.00
CANADIAN NATIONAL BUDD CARS SOLD WITH 18512 AS SET $469.00
HALLOW’S EVE 4-6-0 STEAM LOCO & TENDER L12RTR $299.00
LIONEL TRAINCHIEF DIESEL WREMOTE SYSTEM 139.95 L16RTR $109.00
CUSTOM SERIES I GP-9 COMMAND CONTROL $250.00
K ALCO FA AA DIESEL WHORN MSRP 229,95 K10V1 $149.00
DENVER RIO GRANDE WESTERN ALCO PB $89.00
PENNSYLVANIA F-3 POWERED B-UNIT MSRP 299.99 $149.00
NYC TRANSIT AUTHORITY SUBWAY PASS (2PK) MSRP 399.99 LOV2  $149.00
UNION PACIFIC COMMAND MSRP 599.95 $399.00
NORTHERN PACIFIC 4-4-2 ATLANTIC MSRP 649.95 $312.00
NICKEL PLATE ROAD 2-6-6-2 MSRP 1399.95 $945.00
CHICAGO & NORTHWESTERN U30C NON POWERED $75.00
MOPAC UP HERITAGE SD70ACe W27603 CABOOSE L7V1 $799.00
WESTERN PACIFIC UP HERITAGE SD70ACe W27619 CABOOSE $649.00
UNION PACIFIC SD79ACe BUILDING AMERICA FLAG $575.00
I LOVE U.S.A. SD60 (DUAL MOTORS) WCABOOSE 29727 $350.00
PA HERITAGE SD70 Ace DIESEL WLEGACY L9V2 $639.00
CONRAIL HERITAGE SD70ACe W29735 CABOOSE L10V1 $899.00
N&W HERITAGE SD70ACe W27639 CABOOSE L10V $749.00
CSX GENSET SWITCHER MSRP 799.99 L11V1 $645.00
PENNSYLVANIA RS-11 NP MSRP 169.99 0507 L7V1 $155.00
CHESSIE GP30 LEGACY LO7V2 MSRP 459.99 $345.00
WHITE PASS NW-2 SWITCHER MSRP 299.99 L9V $145.00
SOUTHERN PACIFIC BERKSHIRE TMCC FROM SET #31963 $165.00
UP BERSHIRE JR. LOCO AND TENDER $499.00
B&0 F3 (NON-POWERED) $200.00
RI0 GRANDE F-3 B-UNIT MSRP 269.99 L7V2 $139.00
NORTHERN PACIFIC F3 AA SET LEGACY MSRP 699.99 L11V1 $595.00

NORTHERN PACIFIC F3 POWERED B-UNIT MSRP 379.99 L11V1 $279.00
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FRISCO F-3 POWERED B-UNIT MSRP 379.99 L11V1 $246.00

FRISCO F-3 (NP) B-UNIT MSRP 239.99 L11V1 $151.00
WESTERN MARYLAND F7 AA DIESEL MSRP 729.99 L12V1 $595.00
WESTERN MARYLAND F7 POWERED B-UNIT MSRP 399.99 L12V1 $325.00
WESTERN MARYLAND F7 (NP) B-UNIT MSRP 249.99 L12V1 $179.00
ALASKA LEGACY #1210 C-420 DIESEL MSRP 529.99 L12V1 $429.00
ALASKA LEGACY #1214 C-420 DIESEL MSRP 529.99 L12V1 $429.00
ALASKA #1217 (NP) C-420 DIESEL MSRP 259.99 L12V1 $199.00
ALASKA (NP) COACH MSRP 129.99 L11V1 $99.00
C&0 F-3 AA SET MSRP 699.95 $425.00
PENN F-B-2 MSRP 199.95 $69.00
MKT FB-B UNIT MSRP 199.95 $69.00
TEXAN TEXAS SPECIAL FT B-UNIT MSRP 119.99 L14V1 $89.00
PENN GG-1 (SILVER) MSRP 329.99 L12V1 $189.00
#221P U.S. MARINE CORPS ALCO POWERED A-UNIT 299.99 L14V2 $217.00
#2031 ROCK ISLAND ALCO AA SET MSRP 299.99 L12V1 $246.00
#23363T ILLINOIS CENTRAL F3 (NP) A-UNIT L13V1 $169.00
WABASH #2367 AB SET (TRADITIONAL) MSRP 499.99 L14V2 $329.00
NYC JET POWERED RDC BUDD MSRP 299.99 L10V1 $229.00
CSX HERITAGE CHESSIE #8451 AC6000 W27652 CABOOSE L14V1 $845.00
CSX HERITAGE CHESSIE #2659 AC6000 L14V1 $695.00
CSX HERITAGE WESTERN MARYLAND AC6000 #2659 L11V1 $549.00
BN BICENTENNIAL U30C #1777 W27665 CABOOSE L11V1 $589.00

ROCK ISLAND PWD. JET BUDD RDC SET W35497 COMBINE & 35498 COACH $599.00

ALASKA POWERED BUDD COACH MSRP 299.99 L11V1 $199.00
NYC M-497 POWERED JET CAR L11V1 $325.00
BALTIMORE & OHIO RF-16 AA SET MSRP 729.99 L14V2 $455.00
SOUTHERN PACIFIC RF-16 AA SET MSRP 729.99 L14V2 $455.00
SOUTHERN PACIFIC RF-16 (NP) B-UNIT MSRP 249.99 L14V2 $199.00
NORFOLF SOUTHERN LEGACY #7203 SD8OMAC L12V1 $599.00
TEXAS & PACIFIC MIKADO JR WTMCC MSRP 399.99 $299.00
BURLINGTON F3 (NP) B-UNIT MSRP 249.99 L12V1 $160.00
BURLINGTON LEGACY #9654 SDBOMAC DIESEL L12V1 $549.00
BNSF FRISCO (NP) #1916 HERITAGE MSRP 259.99 L12V1 $169.00
NYC LIONCHIEF PLUS RS-3 MSRP 339.99 L15V1 $249.00
SOUTHERN (NP) #1896 STDO SCALE DIESEL $229.00
NORFOLK SOUTHERN HERITAGE ES44AC #8114 W27694 CABOOSE $699.00
ALASKA (NP) LEGACY GP35 #2502 MSRP 259.99 L13V2 $234.00
CSX LEGACY GP35 #4363 MSRP 499.99 L13V2 $450.00
CSX (NP) LEGACY GP35 #4390 MSRP 259.99 L13V2 $234.00
IRON ‘ARRY REMOTE LOCOMOTIVE 139.99 L14RTR $95.00
PENNSYLVANIA B-UNIT (NP) MSRP 229.99 L14V2 $179.00
NORFOLK SOUTHERN LEGACY GP35 #3918 MSRP 499.99 L13V2 $429.00
NORFOLK SOUTHERN (NP) LEGACY GP35 #2915 MSRP 259.99 L13v2 ~ $189.00
UNION PACIFIC #9717 DASH-9 DIESEL (NP) MSRP 259.99 L13V1 $239.00
SOUTHERN PACIFIC LIONCHIEF PLUS 4-6-3 MSRP 429.99 L15V1 $299.00
IRON ‘ARRY REMOTE LOCOMOTIVE 139.99 L14RTR $95.00
UP LEGACY SCALE 4-12-2 STEAM LOCO #9000 L13V2 $1,495.00
PENN LEGACY WEATHERED RF-16 SHARKNOSE AA L13V2 $695.00
GULF MOBILE & OHIO #1007 S2 MSRP 649.99 L14V2 $439.00
EMD DEMONSTRATOR #1962 GP30 MSRP 649.99 L14V2 $439.00
PENN CENTRAL #2246 GP30 MSRP 649.99 L14V2 $439.00
GULF MOBILE & OHIO #501 GP30 MSRP 649.99 L14V2 $439.00
GULF MOBILE & OHIO #521 GP30 MSRP 649.99 L14V2 $439.00
BNSF LIONCHIEF PLUS GP20 MSRP 339.99 L15V $279.00
NORFOLK SOUTHERN (ORG) #10 LIONCHIEF PLUS GP20 L15V1 $279.00
NY SUSQUEHANNA #1800 LIONCHIEF PLUS GP20 L15V1 $279.00
VIRGINIAN LIONCHIEF PLUS RECTIFIER MSRP 339.99 L15V1 $279.00
WESTERN MARYLAND LEGACY 2-8-0 #734 BTO MSRP 799.99 L15V2  $629.00

NORFOLK & WESTERN #1218 CLASS A LIONMASTER BT0 999.99 L16V1 $829.00
NORFOLK & WESTERN #1212 CLASS A LIONMASTER BT0 999.99 L16V1 $829.00

BALTIMORE & QHIO #7620 CLASS A LIONMASTER BT0 999.99 L16V1  $869.00
BALTIMORE & OHIO CHESSIE #7500 SD40 BTO 649.99 L15V1 $519.00
SANTA FE LIONCHIEF PLUS FT AA MSRP 499.99 L15V2 $399.00
ERIE #861 LIONCHIEF PLUS CAMELBACK MSRP 429.99 L15V1 $349.00
PA GG1 #4935 VISIONLINE BTO MSRP 1399.99 L16V1 $1,185.00
PA GG1 #4913 VISIONLINE BTO MSRP 1399.99 L16V1 $1,185.00
NORFOLK SOUTHERN #7245 SD90MAC BTO MSRP 649.99 L16V1 $569.00
UNION PACIFIC #8055 SD9OMAC BTO MSRP 649.99 L16V1 $569.00

VIRGINIAN #906 ALLEGHENY 2-6-6-6 STM BTO MSRP 2199.99 L16V1  $1,795.00
UNION PACIFIC LEGACY FEF-3 #835 GRAYHOUND 1699.99 L15V2 BTO $1,379.00
CASS SCENIC LEGACY HEISLER #6 MSRP 1299.99 L15V2 BTO $1,099.00
SAINT REGIS PAPER #92 HEISLER LEGACY STM 1299.99 BTO L15V2 ~ $1,099.00

UNION PACIFIC LIONCHIEF PLUS GP38 MSRP 339.99 L16V1 $289.00
LIONEL 115TH ANNIVERSARY LEGACY BERKSHIRE $1,899.00
LIONCHIEF PLUS SANTA FE HUDSON MSRP 439.99 L16V1 $359.00
BALTIMORE & OHIO LIONCHIEF PLUS A5 0-4-0 449.99 L16V1 $339.00
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Vernon Hart’s dynamic world
A professional railroader and veteran
modeler extends his great layout.
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HOW-TO
20 Build a tall trestle for
less than $50

Make an impressive and sturdy
bridge from common wood shapes
in just a few evenings.
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TOY TRAIN TRACK PLAN
2 4 Seneca Falls in O gauge

An innovative plan using MTH
RealTrax combines urban and rural
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EDITOR’S DESK

WITH CARL SWANSON

Family Memories with Toy Trains

WE WANT TO HEAR YOUR STORIES OF TRAINS LINKING GENERATIONS

o be honest, I do not

have fond memories of

my first train. That

train was flimsy, soon
broken, and replaced. But I do
treasure the memory of receiv-
ing it from my parents and the
memory of my father helping
me build my first layout.

The fact that toy trains
tighten the bonds between fam-
ily members has been a well-
understood aspect of our hobby
for more than a century.

Decade after decade, fami-
lies have joined in the enjoyable
task of planning and building a
layout or holiday display. Man-
ufacturers understood this and
embraced the idea, making it a
recurring theme in their adver-
tising — as shown by the accom-
panying 1950s Lionel catalog
illustration.

More importantly, individ-
ual hobbyists frequently tell us
how rewarding it was to share
their model railroad with par-
ents, grandparents, and other
family members.

I'm sure many of you have
great family train stories to
share, and I am encouraging
you to do just that — Classic
Toy Trains is gathering memo-
ries and vintage photographs
for use in an upcoming issue.
We want to hear from you!

What do you remember
about sharing toy trains with
older or younger members

YOUR EDITORIAL STAFF

[ s
Editor Senior Editor
Carl Swanson Roger Carp
cswanson rcarp
@ClassicToyTrains.com

Associate Editor

Bob Keller

bkeller
@ClassicToyTrains.com

rschweitzer
@Kalmbach.com

@ClassicToyTrains.com

Editorial Assistant
Rene Schweitzer

your family? Did you build a
layout with a parent back in
the postwar era? Did an older
relative pass along a vintage
train set to you long ago or in
more recent decades? Did you
give a vintage train set to your
children or grandchildren?
Perhaps the electric train was
one you received when you
were a child.

DO YOU HAVE A STORY?

Readers just like you provide stories featured in Classic Toy Trains. To submit an
article and photos, send your work to Classic Toy Trains magazine, 21027 Crossroads
Circle, P.O. Box 1612, Waukesha, WI 53187. Write the words “Manuscript Enclosed” on
the envelope and include a suitable stamped, self-addressed envelope for the return of
your material if we cannot use it. Articles are paid for on acceptance.

We assume no responsibility for the safe return of unsolicited material. Email
submissions can be sent to editor@classictoytrains.com.

Before preparing an article, contact us to determine whether we're interested.
Guidelines for writing articles and taking photographs are available on our website.

If you are a manufacturer or supplier and would like to see your products in our
News or Reviews columns, please email editor@classictoytrains.com, or call
262-796-8776 for information. Classic Toy Trains assumes that letters, new product
information, and other unsolicited materials are contributed gratis.

Please share your memo-
ries, being specific about the
manufacturer of the trains and
anything regarding the set or
locomotive at the heart of your
story. Besides your name, we
would like to learn the area
where the story took place and
the name of any department
stores or toy shops involved.

If you have vintage photo-
graphs of yourself as a child
playing with toy trains long
ago, we would enjoy seeing
them and, possibly, publishing
them in Classic Toy Trains.

Please let us hear from you
in the coming weeks. Send
your memories and photo-
graphs to Senior Editor Roger
Carp at rcarp@classictoytrains.
com.

Thank you in advance for
your help - and for your mem-
ories of growing up with toy
trains.
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OUR MISSION

Classic Toy Trains is the indispensable source for toy train
hobbyists. Our mission is to enhance our readers’
enjoyment of the toy train hobby by publishing useful
information and engaging insights about layouts,
how-to projects, and hobby news and heritage.
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A Rio Grande Time With LOTS in Denver

The Club for O-Gauge Operators!

Denver SE Model Train Show
Saturday, July 15,2017 - Open to Public!
Radisson Hotel Denver SE, Aurora, CO

* Hours: 10:00 am to 3:00 pm

* Admission: $5 -- Children Free!

* 10,000 sq ft of Trains and dealers

* Kid-friendly operating Train Layouts

Join us July 9-15, 2017 for our 38th Annual Convention. Tour Highlights:

* UP's Cheyenne, WY Roundhouse.
Colorado Model Railroad Museum. * Colorado Railroad Museum.
Pike's Peak Cog Railway. * Forney Museum of Transportation.
Celestial Seasonings Factory tour. * Leadville, Colorado & Southern Excursion
%
*

* Georgetown Loop Railroad Train Ride.

* ¥ ¥ ¥

Wings Over Rockies Air & Space Authentic Chuck Wagon Dinner & Show.
Museum. Visits to Great Home Layouts.

For convention or LOTS membership info, visit www.lots-trains.org

or call (513) 598-8240

~973.366-5768

We specialize in:
 Complex Multi-Level Track Plans  TMCC™
and DCS Control Systems ¢ Multi-Train Operation
 Operating Accessories * Yards and Switching ¢
Highly Detailed Scenery

Nations Leading Custom Layout Builders and Laser Brldge Source -
You dream it. We build it. www.trainlayouts.com

The Serious Buyer

Travels anywhere to buy train collections!

Long time advertiser buying electric trains!
Specializing in larger train collections and estates.

| will travel anywhere for larger train collections.

In business for over 25 years.
| offer professionalism, confidentially, and fairness.

Easy to deal with, very honest!
Please contact me personally by phone, fax, letter, or e-mail.

321.799.4005

387 Imperial Blvd., Suite 2, Cape Canaveral, FL 32920 Fax 321.799.4044

Email: trainman@traincity.com Web site: www.traincity.com
Charles Siegel is president and buyer for Train City, Inc.

Charles P. Siegel

www.ClassicToyTrains.com 5
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S Gauge Trains

Since
1981
Engines

Cars
Track

=" American Models Lo

LETTERS

FROM OUR READERS
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New 68 Pg. Catalog send $7.00
American Models

10087 Colonial Indust. Dr.

South Lyon, MI 48178
www.americanmodels.com

= —
Customizable Benchwork

The Fast Track to Layout Construction

o Model 06-24 12°x16’ overall

www.miannebenchwork.com

Foley Woodworking 78 Holman St, Attfeboro, MA 02703

L

The Lionel no. 2251W O gauge diesel freight outfit from 1955 cost $69.50, the
equivalent in purchasing power of $625.90 today. Reader Cal Pappas shares his
thoughts on timeless values and relative values.

TRAIN VALUES AND A SCRATCHBUILT AEM7

Quality and value, then and now
Roger Carp’s “Guide to Lionel sets” article
in the May 2017 issue of Classic Toy
Trains really opened my eyes to the state
of today’s train business. What caught my
attention was the original cost of the train
outfits and what that cost translated to in
today’s dollars. A Virginian locomotive
with five cars for today’s equivalent of
$625.90 and a Canadian Pacific passenger

Where today can one buy such quality
for these prices? Absolutely nowhere is
the answer. Lightweight, can motors, and
plastic everything is the rule. And usually
selling for prices far exceeding that of the
postwar trains in equivalent dollars.

That’s why I'm a postwar fan, operator,
and collector. America will never again
see those days of quality and value.

set for $858.91!

Cal Pappas
Willow, Alaska

You’re the kid.

Welcome to the
candy store.

August 4-6
Orange County

Convention Center
Orlando, FL

NationalTrainShow.org
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Sponsored by 2 Railroad
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A one-of-a-kind AEM7
Opening the May issue
and seeing a review of the
latest MTH O gauge
Amtrak AEM7 made me
smile. Being an S gauger, I
am used to things that will
never be offered in S.

So back in 2000, when
I saw an earlier version of
the MTH O gauge AEM?7,
I decided to make one for
myself in S.

The unit, shown in the
above photo, made its
debut at the 2001 national
S gauge convention where
it won first place in the
Craftsman Diesel/Electric

scratch category, as well as
Best in Category, Best in
Show, and Popular Vote.

My AEM?7 features a
lighting module that oper-
ates directional headlights,
classification and marker
lights, strobes, and num-
ber boards. It can run on
AC or DC, has opening
doors, functional operat-
ing pantographs, and
detailed interior.

Folks refer to S as a
scratchbuilder’s scale, and
sometimes you have to do
that to get exactly what
you want. My AEM?7 is the
result of hundreds of
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This highly detailed S
gauge model of an Amtrak
AEM?7 is the result of
hundreds of hours of work.

hours of scratchbuilding.
Would I have paid the
$459.95 charged by MTH
for an O gauge model for
a similar engine in S? Oh,
yeah! But lack of a factory
model will not sway me
from my love of S.
Jerry Poniatowski
Wayne, Mich.

Correction
In “Add layout-boosting
Detail” in the May issue,
the car shown on page 49
is identified as a 1957
Ford Skyliner. In fact, the
model depicts a 1959 Sky-
liner. As far as I know
there are no 1:43 models
of the 1957 or ’58 Skyliner.
David H. Dudt
Chief Technical Adviser
International Ford
Retractable Club
Claysville, Pa.


http://www.nationaltrainshow.org
http://www.americanmodels.com
http://www.miannebenchwork.com/

MIN. Order: $30.00 -15% Restocking Fee on Returns
NICHOLAS SMITH TRAINS Product lormaion (610) 3538595
ORDERS ONLY: (800) 848.9119 e Fax (610) 359.9846

W/ﬂ&é/?#%pﬂ#&gﬁ% 7@? #ﬂjgf%g@ﬁc/@@ Most domestic orders will follow shipping schedule below*

$0.00 - $500.00 - $13.00

VISIT OUR WEBSITE, or GIVE US A CALL $€?gg.gl- $H:11§gbogo- $s;276080
2343 WeSt CheSter Plke Brooma”, PA 1 9008 *Orders with Track, PoWer & Contr.ol Devicés, Sets, Expansion
H _ H Packs, Oversized Items, & SALE ITEMS will be charged Actual
Jgst 1 Mlnqte off 1-476 Exit 9 _ _ Sl
July. 2017 Classic Toy Trains Ad e 107 Years Selling Lionel No P.O. Box's, PAResidents Add 6% Sales Tax
Prices Subject to Change Without Notice. Store Hours M,W,F 10-9 » T&TH 10-7 « Sat 10-5 » Sun 10-5 (Nov-Dec) Not responsible for typographical errors
Lionel Legacy Locomotives Rolling Stock *SALE ITEMS**

LI0681140 Conrail SD7O0MAC #4133 ...... $449.99 | LIO682659 Rock Island 60’ Boxcar ........... $67.99 Lionel Passenger Cars
LIO681191 Erie Heavy Mikado............... . LI0682690 Coke Anniversary Boxcar ....... RSN 110615319 Santa Fe Streamline 2 Pk.....$125.00

LI0682702 Ontario Northern PS4 Flatcar. $67.99 JRIeIY Ly g @ N{of: LEWVIEIL] I RN 8 .$175.00
L10682703 Burlington Northern PS4 Flat.. $67.99 JR{eJ:F LTIy ef Yol [ FEAUTIATT 1 & W .$250.00
LI0625153 B&O Baby Madison 2 Pk........$84.99

LI0681190 WP Heavy Mikado ....
LI0681994 NKP Heavy Mikado .
LI0681209 CNJ Trainmaster H24-66....... 409.99 | LIO682704 D&RGW PS4 Flatcar
LI068121X 1/2 Reading Trainmaster....... 409.99 | LIO682705 Reading PS4 Flatcar LI0625176 UP Baby Madison Bag w.snd.$99.99
LIO681510 Erie FA-2AA ... $559.99 | LIO682706 Southern PS4 Flatcar . LI0625177 B&O Baby Madisn Bag w.snd $99.99
LI068211X 8/9 GM&O S2 Diesel ... ...$479.99 | LIO682840 Santa Fe PS4 Flat w. Trailer... $82.99 FRIeLYLT:FENRT TV (o1 ST YN E B2 o7 Yol [ .
LIO68212X 8/9 C&0O GP30 ............ ...$479.99 | LIO682841 Erie Lack PS4 Flat w. Trailer .. $82.99 JR[el:yA]:L:Yo2.¥.Y s FEAGVUIEITTLL F: N -F-Te] GO y.Lo e K1)
LIO682130 EMD GP30 ........... ..$479.99 | LIO682842 GN PS4 Flat w. Trailer ............ LRSIl 110625713 NYC Heavyweight 4 Pack. .$299.99
LI068213X 4/5 GM&O GP30.. 479.99 | LIO682843 WM PS4 Flat w. Trailer..... PRIl 110635167 PRR Baby Madison Diner.......
LI0682136 N&W GP30 Black . 479.99 | LIO682844 PRR PS4 Flat w. Trailer.......... $82.99 REIeIXIFI1: 8 s38 =LAV ET (Y1) Wod -1t WU
L10682137 N&W GP30 Blue... ...$479.99 | LIO682855 ADM Unibody Tank.... BLGRCC] LI0681644 Chessie Baby Madison 3 Pk $119 99
LI068213X 8/9 MR GP30 ....ocooveeveeeen. 479.99 | LIO682856 GTAX Unibody Tank .. ELGRCe) LI0681768 Chessie Baby Madison 2 Pk ..$84.99
LI0682208 N&W Lionmaster Class A ..... 839.99 | LI0682857 AFPX Unibody Tank... BREIORCIN 110681769 Chessie Baby Madison 2 Pk ..$84.99
LIO682209 NS ES44AC #8056................ 5569.99 | LIO682858 Shell Unibody Tank ................ LRI 110681649 SP Daylight Baby Mad 3 Pk .$119.99
LI0682213 KCS Naked Bell ES44AC....... 569.99 | LIO682859 Englehard Unibody Tank ........ LIRSl L10681773 SP Daylight Baby Madis 2 Pk $84.99
LI0682214 KCS Southern Bell ES44AC..$569.99 | LIO682860 Penn Central 52°-6” Gondola.. $67.99 RRlel: A baf: X o EXI e[ 4 =ETA  EL WA o -1 K1)
LIO682215 Santa Fe ES44AC ................. 5569.99 | LIO682861 Erie Lack 52’-6” Gondola........ LAl L10681739 SF Baby Madison 3 Pk .........
LIO68221# 8/9 FEC ES44AC................... 569.99 | LIO682862 Frisco 52’-6” Gondola YAl LI0681778 SF Baby Madison 2 Pk #1 ......$84.99
L10682220 Southern Pacific Alco PA AA..$864.99 | LIO682863 CB&Q 52’-6” Gondola............. $67.99 Rl A FFC RN = FI A ET YT WA o &7 20K 1.7 K. I
LI0682223 Rio Grande Alco PAAA ......... $864.99 | LIO682864 NYC 52'-6” Gondola ............... LAl L10681744 CP Baby Madison 3 Pack.....$119.99
L10682226 Lehigh Valley Alco PAAA ......$864.99 | LI0682865 PRR N5B Caboose (REA)...... LIJ#cel L10681783 CP Baby Madison 2 Pack #1..$84.99
LI0682232 Nickle Plate Road Alco PAAA$864 99| LIO682866 PRR N5B Caboose (Orange) . $67.99 RR{ol::3 g7 Mol H =1 3R NET XY WA LT §: 796 Y.V Ko 1]
L10682235 PRR Alco PAAA ... ..$864.99 | LIO682867 PRR N5B Caboose (Tuscan).. $67.99 RNleL A FZ LR AN ENR=EIOA E (R 2 S J R EK: L]
L10682238 Southern Alco PAAA .. ...$864.99 | LIO682868 New Haven N5B Caboose...... EYAR LI0681764 Pullman Baby Madison 2 Pk..$84.99
L10682271 NYC 4-6-0 #1258......... ...$659.99 | LIO682878 Smithsonian Boxcar................ BREell 110681759 NYC Baby Madison 2 Pack #1$84.99
LI0682272 NH 4-6-0 #816 ................ ...$659.99 | LIO682913 Winnie The Pooh Boxcar........ LXK} LI0681760 NYC Baby Madison 2 Pack #2$84.99
LIO68227X 4/5 B&O/Chessie SD40.........$556.99 | LIO682947 Wonderwoman/Green Arrow $125.99 O Freight Cars

LIO68227X 8/9 Grand Trunk SD40 ..........$556.99 | LIO682950 Aquaman/Martianman Bxcars$125.99 BRIl 3 El LY X et A N ALY T BT LY ATT: 1 Ao $29.99
L1068228X 0/1 MOPAC SD40........... ...$556.99 | LI0683242 Shell Single Dome Tank Car... $55.99 FRlel R EN {1 R @RI R A RIY T N - T30 $24.99
LI068228X 2/3 Conrail SD40................... 556.99 | LI0683251 Poultry Sound Dispatch Stock $89.99 NR[el R 1 2R ANl :| E1 AT o g $37.99
LI0682284 Conrail Savings Bonds SD40 $556.99 | MTH2043004 Strasburg Paradise Obs ... $109.99 BRIeIF TN Xel T TT Rt Y T CE T $29.99
LI068245X 3/4 Amtrak F40PH PV2 474.99 | MTH2062066 Strasburg Pass 3 Pack ..... $249.99 BRIl J T i LT RN Y sEN VT - NI $39.99

LI068245X 5/6 Amtrak F40PH PV3.........$474.99 | MTH2093650 CSX 50’ High Cube Boxcar CREEEN 110625041 UPS Centennial Boxcar ...$32.99
L1068246X 0/1 CSX F40PH..................... 474.99 | MTH2093655 Tropicana 50° DD Boxcar ... $57.99 RRle oyl Ly RV IR 1 ot I C = S e . 7 I X VX 1)
L10682528 NYC Empire State Expr Set $1669.99 | MTH2093665 C&O PS-1 Boxcar............... LSRRl | 10625050 BC Hi Cube Boxcar. $24.99
LI0682535 NYC J3a Hudson PT Tender$1289.99| MTH2093687 UP 50’ High Cube Boxcar... $59.99 ERlel Xl R e r t Rl $24.99
LI0682537 NYC J3a Hudson J3 Tender $1289.99 | MTH2093688 NS 50’ High Cube Boxcar ... $59.99 BRIl 1Rl LRI NI T 2 $22.99
L10682694 UP L-master Challenger blk ..$869.99 | MTH2094260 Tropicana Reefer ... I LERCE] 110626435 B&M Hopper Ice Bre ...$29.99

L10682695 UP L-master Challenger gry ..$869.99 | MTH2094267 PRR R50B Reefer

, I TYXEY 110626877 US Army Missile Sound Car...$99.99
LI0682697 D&RGW L-master Chalenger $869.99| MTH2095187 NASA 47" HD Flat

LIRSl 110627031 Mopac offset hopper 3Pk .....$119.99

L10682698 WM Lionmaster Challenger...$869.99 | MTH2097851 BNSF Coalporter ... SRSl 110627080 Lionel Vison Boxcar $24.99
LI0682752 PRR Vison GG1 #4877 ....... $1239.99 | MTH2097852 NS Coalporter........... R PREKCRN 110627086 GT 60° Boxcar...... $49.99
LI0682754 PC Vison GG1 #4828 .......... $1239.99 | MTH2098986 CP Rail Flat w. Container.... $56.99 ERle -y Y YR F el -1 ] ] $42.99
LI0682755 Amtrak Vison GG1 #926......$1239.99 | MTH3073444 CSX Modern Tank............... LEEREN | 10627286 PW Scale 6464 2pk . $89.99

LI068275X 7/8 CP SD9OMAC ................. $543.99 | MTH3073473 NASA Smoking Tark........... WRERE) 110627496 Polar RR Covered Hopper......$43.99
LIO6827XX 59/60 NS SDI9OMAC..............$543.99 | MTH3073482 Long Island Modern Tank ... $44.99 FR{eY: Py Yy A el N R R0 e e L $54.99
LIO68276X 1/2 UP SD9OMAC ................. $543.99 MTH Engines LI0627771 REA Reefer car.......... $34.99
LIO68276X 3/4 UP SDIOMAC “Deliver...$543.99 | \TH2036581 PRR 4-6-0 G-5S w. PS3.... $889.99 I AP NI S g $49.99
LI068276XX 7-9 C&O Allegheny ... -$1849.99 | MTH20205051 PRR ES44AC w. PS3..... EYTEReL] L10637086 Lionelville Fish Aquarium $49.99
LIO682785 BN GP9 #1804 ..... $46999 MTH20205071 GE Hybrid #2015 w PS3 $43999 LI0639348 NASCAR Boxcar. $2999
LIO68278X 6/7 Chessie GP9......... ...$469.99 MTH20205831 BN SD40-2 w. PSB. $419'99 LI0639358 BSA Be Prepared . $41 .99
LIO68278X 8/9 Rio Grande GP9.... ...$469.99 MTH20205841 NS SD40-2 W. PS3 ... ' LI0639360 Cub Scouts Boxcar........... ...$41.99
LIO68279X 2/3 PRR GP9 .............. . MTH202059XX 11/21 LI S-2 W Pss ........ : L10639362 Thomas Kinkd Emerald BOX $37 99
LIO68279X 4/5 Southern GP9 VT PR NI YN 3 ey SRV IR YPR MTH2097325 CSX Rapid Discharge Hop .$46.99
LI0O682810 UP FEF-3 #835 . . MTH20205941 NS Veterans SD60E $42999 MTH2098921 RF&P Auto Carrier .. $5999
LIO682813 Cass Rallway Helsler ..... . MTH20205951 NS Go-Rail SD6OE .......... $42999 MTH2098955 TXX Flat w. R142 Car $8499
LI0682814 Kinzua Pine Heisler ............. . MTH20206481 NS GP38-2 W. PS3 ... FYETRel] MTH2098971 Lehigh Valley Crane.. ...$69.99
LIO683165 PRR Vison GG1#4899 .....$1239.99 | MT1120208551 EL(NS) SD45 w. PS3 .- 840999 IMUGEA L AR NS ReP T (TR MR LR
LIO683166 PRR Vison GG1 #4800 .. $123999 MTH20206591 SF Dash 9 w. PS3 ...... MTH3072138 BC Gondola w. Junk Ioad...$35.99
LIO683167 Conrail Vison GG1 #4800.... K Y T SR LA N NPT E R HRe sl MTH3072139 CSX Gondola w. Junk Load$35.99
LIO68319X 4-6 SP GS4 .............. .$ MTH202067XX 31/41 CSX GP30 w.PS3 $409:99 MTH3073398 Tenneco Modern Tank ........

LI06831XX 98-01 Reading 1. MTH202068XX 01/11 MBTA F40PH PS3 %399.99 *AMERICAN FLYER SALE ITEMS**
: . MTH30203151 GE Hybrid #2010 w. PS3 $289.99 R VAR Y E A K )
_'i'_o'“tuss flor E‘UE)Thlrd I'_O‘I""ual MTH30203271 CSX SW1500 w. PS3 %274.99 LI0642537 Wabash SD70ACe Legacy....§369.00
MTH30203541 RS33S Red Bird 4 Pk ...... $399.99 el r iy Xl R 1 Sy L o o R PRI
ent cale SALIR L STl 1130203551 RS33S Worlds Fair VIOERLERN LIO642544 Conrail ES44AC Powered ....$284.99
11-12, 2017 MTH30203561 RS33S Work Train 4 pk .. $399.99 Rl P A e T o L R P IR

Aug ust - MTH30203611 First Responders SD70... $334.99 R PELNRNIGE YV Nof LAWY LY. BN .

MTH30203621 Veterans SD70 w. Cab .. $334.99 P R A AT Ay P L KT

www.nicholassmithtrains.com
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BOB AND PAT
KEARNEY'’S O
GAUGE DISPLAY
Bob and Pat Kearney
enjoy reliving their
days in southern
California by running
this O gauge version of
the Santa Fe's stream-
lined Super Chief. Their
son Doug caught all
the action on the fami-
ly’s 17 x 26-foot Ohio &
Southwestern RR in
Moreno Valley, Calif.

www.ClassicToyTrains.com 9
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< LENNY WALTON'S

S GAUGE LAYOUT

The teenagers waiting for the
battery to get jumped just
wanted a little time to them-
selves at the American Flyer
no. 767 Branford diner on
Lenny Walton’s S gauge lay-
out. But their coupe would
not start, and now they're in
trouble. At least they’ll have a
great view of the no. 497 New
Haven Alco PA diesel dashing
by. Flyer trains and Plasticville
structures fill Lenny’s display
at his home in Lancaster, Pa.

<{EDWARD TUCKER’S

O GAUGE LAYOUT

Folks at Heather’s Bookstore
savor the quiet moments
when they can browse
through new editions. Too
bad their reverie is about to
be shattered by Amtrak’s
Acela (a Lionel model) blast-
ing through on the double-
track main line Edward Tucker
laid. Even when activity ebbs
on the O gauge layout he
built in Collegeville, Pa., there’s
no guarantee silence will
reign. After all, Edward makes
his living as a drummer!

< CHRIS KALABOKES’

O GAUGE LAYOUT

The laborers on the O gauge
layout belonging to Chris
Kalabokes manage to refine,
barrel, and ship oil right from
the wellhead! Lionel derricks
from the modern era stand tall
amid the other operating
accessories, including two
Lionel reissues of the iconic
American Flyer no. 779 oil
drum loader. With so much
going on, it comes as no sur-
prise that Chris needs plenty
of figures to complete this
scene in San Rafael, Calif. Don't
overlook the terrific backdrop
of the Pacific Coast he painted.



e

A JOHN CUNIUS JR!S

O GAUGE LAYOUT

Blending Lionel trains and
accessories from the postwar
era with contemporary reis-
sues is the principal reason
John Cunius Jr. never stops
modifying his display. Here he
has a no. 2363 lllinois Central
F3 A unit rolling along a Lionel
FasTrack main line. The worker
greeting the diesel has just
finished his shift at the no. 464
operating sawmill, located in a
town much like John’s home
of Wilkes-Barre Township, Pa.

< THOMAS STURM’'S

O GAUGE LAYOUT

The photo Thomas Sturm sent
of a train passing by the farm
on his latest O gauge display
shows cows and horses. Not a
chicken in sight! Then you spy
the Lionel refrigerator car dec-
orated for Kentucky Fried
Chicken. Guess where all the
hens are! Tom, who resides in
North Huntingdon, Pa., builds
a different display every year.



PRODUCT NEWS

WITH BOB KELLER

SMART DEVICE CONTROL: MTH
Electric Trains 2017 starter set line
now comes ready to run with your
Apple or Android smartphone or
Apple iPad. Outfits will come with a
75-watt 5-amp power supply and a
DCS TIU-1 receiver with Wi-Fi. Just
download the MTH DCS app and you
are ready to roll. The trains may also
be controlled via the separate-sale
DCS remote commander, or with
any standard O gauge toy train
transformer. See your MTH retailer or
go to www.mthtrains.com for more
information.

= "___-————g——_-

VARIETY IS THE SPICE OF ROLLING STOCK: The three cars added to the Menards lineup of O gauge rolling stock
could not be more different. They are the nos. 279-3948 Santa Fe flatcar with a Santa Fe Trailways bus for $19.99, the 279-
3954 Milwaukee Road three-dome tank car for $19.99 and the 279-3434 Canadian National flatcar with bulkheads and log
load for $29.99 plus shipping. Order online at www.menards.com and select free shipment to your local Menards store.

DEPTH AND TEXTURE: Woodland
Scenics offers several products to enhance
your layout’s water effects. Suitable for use
with the firm’s Deep Pour Water system are
the nos. CW4534 olive drab and CW4535
yellow silt water undercoats ($8.99 each),
and CW4524 yellow silt water tint ($5.99)
for underwater texture. Also available for
water surfaces are the nos. CW4515 water
ripples and CW4516 water waves ($15.99
each). Go to www.woodlandscenics.com
to order.

IN MEMORIAM:

Richard Dodd, maker of the T-Tracker
and T-Tracker Il tools for joining sectional
track systems, passed away in March.
Returning to the toy train hobby after a
multifaceted business career, his
T-Tracker and T-Tracker Il are industrial-
quality tools that have helped join track
on countless layouts around the country.

FALL IN: Atlas O’s O scale troop cars are in stores now. The Atlas Troop Car Series uses tooling formerly owned by
Weaver Models and offers (left to right) the nos. 3007706-1 troop hospital car in Army green and white or
undecorated, 3007704-3 Pullman troop sleeper in Pullman or undecorated versions, and 3007705-4 troop kitchen
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FAST ‘N FROSTY DELIVERY: There may be no
more iconic an American delivery vehicle than the
Divco milk truck, and Williams by Bachmann is adding
it to the EZ-Streets O gauge vehicle fleet. Four liveries
of this highway classic will be offered: the nos. 42737

A HOME IN THE COUNTRY: The latest Built-&-Ready Structure from Chilly’s Ice (shown here), 42738 Pasture Pure Dairy,
Woodland Scenics is the no. BR5860 O Scale Old Homestead house. The 42739 Daisy Fresh Diaper Service, and 42740
assembled and weathered structure is a small country home and includes Kensington Hardware & Supply delivery truck. The
details such as an outhouse, water pump, mailbox and Bowser the dog doing 7Va-inch-long trucks operate forward only. They can
security duty on the front porch. The O gauge building, which has two interior run on E-Z Streets track or three-rail O gauge track.
LEDs, is priced at $139.99. See your hobby retailer or to view the entire Price and delivery date are to be determined. For
Woodland Scenics Built-&-Ready line go to www.woodlandscenics.com. more information, go to www.bachmanntrains.com.

) R— I ——
AL e S CE R L

R FROM THE STREET TO THE CEILING: Scenery and detail
: e CHEHE maker Chooch Enterprises announces two new flexible plastic
AL EEEERE LT products to customize the appearance of your O gauge layout’s
sttt -'_'.‘3 B Traintown. The nos. 8658 large cobblestone street sheet and
i T 8924 shake roofing sheet are made of detailed and flexible vinyl
e that can be painted, weathered, and trimmed to suit your needs.
Each sheet measures about 3% x 12 inches and is priced at
$12.99. See your hobby retailer or go to www.
choochenterprises.com for more information.

TANKS FOR YOUR FUEL: Menards has added road names to
its line of O gauge three-dome tank cars. Among them are the
nos. 279-3950 US Army, 279-3952 CSX (shown right), 279-3958
Pennsylvania RR, and 279-3960 Union Pacific. The tankers cost
$19.99 each plus shipping or in six-car dealer packs for $99.95
plus shipping. Order online at www.menards.com and opt for
free shipment to your local Menards store.

car in Army green and gold or undecorated, all for $99.95 each. The no. 3007707-2 express boxcar (at right)
comes undecorated or painted and lettered for Burlington, Chesapeake & Ohio, New Haven, or New York
Central. The price is $74.95 each. See your Atlas O retailer or visit www.atlaso.com for more information.

www.ClassicToyTrains.com 13
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PRODUCT NEWS

COMMUTER LINE CARGO HAULER: The latest

custom-run O gauge model available from the Nassau Lionel Operating Engineers
is a Long Island RR PS-2CD covered hopper. The Lionel car has 1:48 scale
dimensions, reprises a Long Island livery from the 1990s, and comes with die-cast
metal sprung trucks with rotating bearing caps. The Pullman-Standard model also
has operating couplers and opening hatch covers for $72 plus shipping. Shipping
for the first car is $9, and each additional car is $5. Canadian orders please add $10;
Alaska and Hawaii orders add $12. New York State residents add $7 per car sales
tax. Buying a car will also make you an associate member of the club. Orders must
be received by June 15, 2017, with delivery expected in December 2017. Send
your check or money order payable in U.S. funds to Nassau Lionel Operating
Engineers, P.O. Box 343, Levittown, NY 11756.

THE BEANTOWN & POTATOVILLE
LINE: Photographer, modeler, and rail
enthusiast Stan Trzoniec has added another
railroad to his railroad heritage series with
the release of The
Boston & Maine
Railroad: Ayer to
Rotterdam, NY.
The book
features more
than 268 photos
supplemented
with antique
postcards and a
detailed history
of the western
portion of the
railroad from Ayer, Mass., to Albany, N.Y!s
capital district. The hardcover book costs $65
plus $5 shipping and can be autographed if
desired. Order from OutdoorPhotoGraphics,
562 South St., Shrewsbury, MA 01545.

"BOSTON & MAINI

THE GOOP GOES ON AND DUST COMES

OFF: Train layouts have lots of odd-shaped A
textures and features, and the no. CW4539 Dust \\\:
Dabber by Woodland Scenics can help you get
dust and debris off layout water surfaces,
particularly any made with the firm’s products.
Just take some from the jar and

press it where you need to
tidy up; the particulates
and debris will come up
when you lift it off. Dust
Dabber costs $5.99 a jar.
To order go to www.
woodlandscenics.com.

GET CONNECTED: Like the look of
FasTrack, but still have a ton of traditional
tubular tinplate track on your layout?
Menards can help you bridge the gap
between old-school track and next-
generation track with the no. 279-3868 O
gauge tubular track adapter two-pack for
$9.99 plus shipping. Each section is
designed to slide into FasTrack and
maintain a smooth line of power flow and
track alignment. Order online at www.
menards.com.
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GET SALTY: Menards has released another
massive industrial structure with the no. 279-
3847 Morton Salt Factory. The O gauge
building is designed for drive-through rail
loading and has an approximate footprint of
10% x 11 inches; it stands about 15% inches
tall. There are security and interior lights as
well as two large Morton’s Salt signs that
flash and have chase lighting for the sprinkles
of salt falling from the salt box. The base has
greenery installed, and you'll find workers
and Jack the German Shepherd positioned
around the plant. The Morton facility costs
$99.99 plus shipping. Order online at www.
menards.com.
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0GGING C?

LiTTLE RIVER L

SHIFTING CARGO: Quickly deliver wood
products to your trackside industries with the
Williams by Bachmann no. 47929 Little River
Logging Co. operating log dump car. The car
requires an O-27 or O gauge uncoupling track
to trigger the log dump, or you can use the no.
47999 operating car remote controller to
wirelessly trigger the action. The remote can
control as many as 24 Williams by Bachman
operating cars (log or coal dump or operating
boxcars). The log dump car costs $159.95, and
the operating car remote controller costs
$69.95. See your Williams by Bachmann retailer
or go to www.bachmanntrains.com for more

A CENTER OF COMMERCE:
Menards beefs up your O gauge
business district with a three-in-one
structure. The no. 279-3971 Watkins
building hosts three businesses — a
branch of the J. R. Watkins company,
maker of spices, soaps, and liniments;
a small Red Owl grocery store; and a
walkup office for an attorney. You'll
find figures, a coin-operated pony,
and Jack the German Shepherd. The
building costs $99.99 plus shipping.
information. Order online at www.menards.com.
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PRODUCT NEWS

DEEP POUR
WATER™

MURKY

CW4s11

WOODLAND ScENics®

GET WET: Woodland Scenics has
introduced a product for creating a
body of water with apparent

SUBURBAN LIFE: Commuters need a place to commute from, and the no. 279- features suggesting the flow of
3970 Ranch House from Menards $69.99 is designed for your 1:48 scale suburban water. Applied in layers, it gives
residential needs. The O gauge structure is a typical midcentury ranch, with windows water the appearance of depth.
and window treatments and a garage. The lawn is decorated with grass and The Deep Pour Water is available in
greenery. In the front driveway you have two figures washing down an automobile. two versions: the nos. CW4510

Of course, Jack the German Shepherd is nearby as well. The residence costs $69.99 —clear and CW4511 murky, both
plus shipping. Order online at www.menards.com and select free shipping to your retailing for $29.99 each. Go to
local Menards store. www.woodlandscenics.com for

more information.

Charles Ro Supply Company

662 Cross Street, Malden, MA 02148 - 781-321-0090

WORLD’S LARGEST LIONEL DEALER

We carry a complete line of ”O” GAUGE products

.AMERI(AN FIYER

$-Gauge
(Williams) =M '|'
hyBACHMANN ELECTRIC TRAINS qm&m

S Gauge Trains That Do More

4
\WwWw wrcharle'sror¥com

» Secure Site * Easy Browsing ° Great Prices
Call To Order: 800-225-4424 + 800-225-4425
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COLLECTIBLE CLASSICS

WITH ROGER CARP

Brass
knob for
dumping

Brass nameplate
lettered in black

with automatic couplers

Mojave-
painted
metal body
and doors

Black-painted
steel frame

\ Type Il four-wheel trucks equipped

LIONEL'S NO. 218 STANDARD GAUGE DUMP CAR

ionel acted boldly when

it introduced a new line

of toy trains in 1906 by

declaring it the standard.
Domestic competitors saw
what Lionel was doing, yet
refused to quit designing loco-
motives and cars to run on
track spaced differently. Only
Lionel kept making models for
metal track measuring 2%
inches from the center of one
outside rail to the center of the
opposite one.

Eventually, however, those
rivals conceded. Lionel domi-
nated the marketplace after
World War 1, so Ives in 1921
and American Flyer four years
later switched to the same
gauge. However, the two firms
avoided the term coined by
Lionel. They insisted on calling
it Wide gauge.

The leaders at Lionel most
likely scorned their counter-
parts for being so picky.
Instead, they pressured super-
visors at their factory in north-
ern New Jersey to keep improv-
ing the trains. Breakthroughs
came in the middle of the
1920s. The no. 218 dump car
has much to tell about how Lio-
nel was pushing ahead.

A basic freight roster

Every major manufacturer
of toy trains developed a roster
of freight cars. They selected
the obvious candidates among
rolling stock to produce. A flat-
car was essential. On top of its
simple frame solid sides could
be added to make a gondola.
Put a roof on sides raised
higher, and you got a boxcar.

Should the long sides feature
slats, a firm called it a stockcar.
Securing a cylinder with closed
ends and a small dome in the
middle to the frame meant
there was a tank car. Then fin-
ish the list with a caboose.

The process just described
applied to what was going on at
American Flyer, Dorfan, and
Ives as they strived to emulate
Lionel in the early 1920s. They
also modified the open four-
sided body riding on the flat
frame to announce they had a
hopper for coal or gravel.

Lionel had anticipated the
variety of freight cars needed
for a full line as early as 1906.
The models produced for its
no. 10 series, which remained
in the catalog through 1926,
filled an assortment of niches.
Kids were encouraged to load

sticks, rocks, small toys, and
figures so they could imagine
their rolling stock was moving
raw materials and finished
goods as full-size cars did.

More for play

Giving kids more to
do with their trains,
Joshua Lionel
Cowen, co-founder
of the company,
understood, was the
path to market success.
Letting them play was vital.

From the start, therefore,
Lionel put out what it called a
“ballast car” The design of the
compact body meant the sides
could swing open from the
top. Levers inserted at each
end of the car fabricated out of
sheet steel enabled a child to
manually tilt the car upward so
whatever it carried might eas-
ily be dumped out.

The no. 116 version, which
Lionel introduced in 1910,
four years after the no. 16
made its debut, operated dif-
ferently. Equipped with just
one lever, that part controlled
a mechanism causing whatever
was carried to drop out of the
bottom of the railcar.

LENGTH
1134 inches

HEIGHT
4% inches

A notable upgrade
occurred in 1926. Lionel,
never reluctant to challenge
Ives, Dorfan, or Flyer, her-
alded a new series of Standard
gauge freight cars longer and

more vividly painted and
decorated than any-
thing it had previ-
ously sold.
Every member
of the no. 200 series
deserves mention.
Here, we turn the spot-
light on the no. 218 dump car,
with its brown-painted body
on a black-painted frame.
One or two brass knobs and
plates (black lettering), nickel
journals, and Type II trucks
and couplers are the norm.

The 218 remained in the
line through 1938. With it,
Lionel stayed a step in front of
its rivals by emphasizing fun
and play. - Roger Carp

Lionel cataloged the no. 218
dump car from 1926 through
1938. The 2017 edition of
Greenberg’s Pocket Price Guide
to Lionel Trains values this
Standard gauge freight car at
$220 in good condition and
$365 in excellent.
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QUESTIONS - ANSWERS

WITH JOSEPH L. MANIA AND THE CTT STAFF

CTT READERS
HELPING READERS

 Tony Bolen is interested in
installing track lighting for his
train room. While many of the
layouts we've visited have track
lighting, we've never focused on
that element of train display.

Do CTT readers have any
ideas, warnings, or recommenda-
tions to pass along to someone
still in the planning stages of this
project? Send them in and we'll
share them here!
¢ Thomas Devine has a Lionel
postwar HO power pack no. 0104
he hopes to get back in operation,
but he is looking for a parts sup-
plier. He has checked some of the
major online parts retailers, but

Q Recently, | purchased a Scale-Craft
O gauge 4-6-4 Hudson steam loco-
motive. It is a brass model built from a
kit dated 1940, powered by a K&D No. 2
Universal motor. The motor runs on the
test bench, but only in reverse. | am try-
ing to find a way to change the direc-
tion so the locomotive will move for-
ward and not backward. Is there a way
to do this by moving the wires? The
motor has four wires: two go to the
brushes, and two go down in the coils.
There is no reverse unit or any kind of
switch for directional control. Is it pos-
sible to install a directional control
switch? — Ken Ruzyla, Houston, Tex.

Since this do whatever is and field wired in ~ motor. You may has found their HO parts to be
model was required for their ~ parallel in a shunt  want to check with minimal. Have a source for Lionel
built from a kit, it ~ own situation. arrangement. Dallee Electronics HO spare parts? Let us know your
is difficult to diag-  Typically, these Swapping the (www.dallee.com) source and we'll pass it right
nose the wiring, as  motors are wired brush wires about a reverse along to Thomas.
builders generally ~ with the brushes should reverse the  unit for it.

SWITCHES & TRACK

| \ for all 3 Rail O Gauge & 027 Trains
8 ° Demand them from gyour dealer or call ws divect!

A sampling of some of our neat curved switches.

All now available remote control ready to run!

#240RH #241LH curved
0120 outside curve
096 inside curve
#150RH #151LH curved
054 outside curve
031 inside curve

U RCS Praducts
are Proadly FHand
Made cn the USH

~ 1-800-331-1395 CALL FOR FREE COLOR CATALOG
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VIEWS FROM THE UNDERGROUND

With Lou Palumbo

Granddads & new dads

DIFFERENT GENERATIONS STILL WANT TOY TRAINS

ersonal experience — backed up by what my accountant tells me — shows I sell
about the same quantity of train sets and individual items every holiday season.
So the amounts don’t change. But the people buying continue to be different.
I do have many regular customers at the Underground Railroad Shoppe.
These terrific folks have been purchasing new and vintage trains from me throughout

the 31 years I've been in business.

I value the people who return year
after year, but I pay special attention to
new faces — individuals and families who
walk into my store for the very first time.

Many new customers are drawn to the
store by the O gauge layout I open to the
public from November to January. The
variety of products amazes them.

The ranks of potential customers are
filled with granddads. They’re quick to tell
me they’ve come to look for a train set.

Why do these men, most of whom
have recently retired, want an
electric train? They believe it
will lure their grandchildren to
visit them. Anything grandpa
wants is okay with grandma, as
long as it’s for the kids.

Once I start talking with the
granddads, I realize they’re
interested in picking up a hobby
to fill the free time that comes
with retirement. Some of them
not only played with American Flyer or
Lionel trains when they were young but
they managed to keep those classics. It
comes as no surprise when they bring in
their postwar locomotives or accessories
to be repaired. They want to run the old
trains with the new set they bought.

Granddads aren’t the only group of
newcomers flocking to my store. I see lots
of recently married couples. They come
looking for a train to operate under their
Christmas tree. Traditions like that never
lose their popularity or meaning.

Once those young families grow accus-
tomed to the magic of an electric train at
the holidays, it’s a solid bet they’ll want
another one once their first child arrives.
Many times the boy or girl is still in dia-
pers, but these new dads insist on getting
started early in the hobby. It's much like
what happened in postwar days.

The excitement in the eyes of the new
dad is evident. I think the train is for him.
Mom also is happy with this purchase.

I steer the granddads and new dads to
ready-to-run (RTR) sets from Lionel and
MTH. These trains sell consistently at the
holidays. They typically include a locomo-
tive, three or four railcars, a circle of
three-rail track, and a transformer. Every-
thing comes in a colorful set box.

Lionel offers a LionChief remote-con-
trol system in all its new RTR sets. MTH
also packs a remote system with
its RTR sets, so there’s no way a
customer can go wrong. Both
companies continue to upgrade
their trains, helping to boost
sales and bring more granddads
and new dads into the hobby.

Best of all, at least from the
view of a retailer, new customers
may develop into longtime cus-
tomers. They go on making pur-
chases, as they enlarge their layouts for
themselves and others. More trains and
track, structures and scenery materials,
accessories and lights become essential

Sets and catalogs showing them pro-
mote the hobby. If someone is thinking
about a new train, I make sure he or she
goes home with a new catalog from Lionel
or MTH. People still like to leaf through
them, the way we loved to with what we
called “wish books” when growing up.

Imagining what you’ll buy next is
almost as good as running a new train.
Whether you're a granddad or a new dad,
the toy train hobby is waiting for you.

Keep searchin.

Lou PALUMBO, owner of the Underground Railroad
Shoppe in New Castle, Pa., writes this exclusive column
for CTT. He can be reached at 1906 Wilmington Rd.,
New Castle, PA 16105 or email at trainplum@yahoo.com

ELEVATED BRIDGE SYSTEM

AVAILABLEIN O & HO SCALES

_,,.--.-

SEVERAL
OPTIONS

ADAFTS TO ALL CURVED
TRACK SIZES

KITS OR
ASSEMBLED

ask for
sn.com Jm
SS.COM

dada1043
WWW.BRIDGE

) MARIOS TRAINS

THE SOURCE FOR THE ENTHUSIAST

Authorized

Lionel, MTH and Bachmann
dealer

GIVE US A CALL wifvigatil
(540) 868-0025 QLI

anywhere
in USA

We Buy Train CoIIectlons
Large and Small

MTEAER % A0 Q9% na v '
1-800-786-1888 [

www.trainsandtoysoldiers.com

SHOWCASE-EXPRESS

Wall to Wall Expandable Display Case

#1 & Standard Gauge

Case Size Avallable: Z, N, HO, 8,

Join Top to Bottom
or End to End

T44-842-0672

www.SHOWECASE-EXPRESS.caom
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Story and photos by Frank Knautz

RESTLE

FOR UNDER $50

MAKE AN IMPRESSIVE AND STURDY
BRIDGE FROM COMMON WOOD SHAPES




LEFT FIG 1. Bridges add significantly to any
layout, not only in functionality, but also for
visual interest. The author shows how he
built this trestle bridge in a few evenings.

/ Final bridge height minus 1/4-inch \

Finishing nail
FIG 2. Each “bent” (vertical support) in the Secure brace
. . . block to your
trestle is made of five lengths of “-inch
¢ work surface
square wood with added cross braces.
Finishing nails
(to secure beam
location)
[ | [ |

Brace block
FIG 3. After building the first bent, the Work surface (nailed to work
author used it to lay out a jig on his surface)

workbench to speed the assembly of the
remaining bents.

hile there are many commercial
sources for trestles, they can be
expensive and not always available in
the configuration you need. In build-
ing my O gauge railroad (featured in
the November 2013 Classic Toy Trains), I found I
needed a tall trestle to support part of the O-31
reversing loop shown in Fig. 1. After some trial and
error, I built this trestle in just a few evenings.

This simple project requires no special tools and is
incredibly strong - fully capable of supporting my 170
pounds. As an added benefit, you can purchase the
materials needed to build this trestle for less than $50.

I built my bridge project entirely from %-inch

square hardwood lengths, readily available in 36-inch
lengths from home-improvement centers. Depending
on the height of your structure, you will need three or
four lengths for each bridge support (these structural
supports are properly called “bents”).

SIZING IT UP

Before building my trestle, I had to determine the
size and configuration of each bent. My goal was to
have a minimal footprint, so I did not “fan out” the
bases of the bents. Instead, I extended the left- and
right-hand timbers outward about %:-inch, as shown
in Fig. 2. I then added three vertical supports in the
middle with horizontal braces at the top and base. I
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FIG 4. Finishing nails and wood blocks ensure each bent will be identical. They also
serve to hold the pieces together as the carpenter’s glue dries.

FIG 5. With the bents in position on the layout, the author was able to easily measure
and cut the remaining horizotal supports to the needed sizes.

then added three additional horizontal
braces on each side.

I used yellow carpenter’s glue, a razor
saw (available at any hobby shop),
and a flat workbench on which I
assembled a simple jig.

I measured the overall
height I needed and built
my bents %4-inch shorter, as
I would be adding a %-inch
track support runner along
the tops of each bent.

[ " bR e \
FIG 6. Extra railroad ties (two Y-inch
square wood pieces glued side by side
and painted flat black), add the finishing
touch to the bridge deck.

MAKING A JIG

Once I determined the final size and
configuration, I built one bent. After the
glue had fully set, I used this bent as a
guide for making the jig shown in Fig. 3.
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WANT
MORE?

Back issues

available at
kalmbachhobby
store.com

I nailed two Y2-inch-square braces to
my workbench and marked the location of
the vertical supports with finishing nails. I
established the locations of the supports
and then placed the top and bottom hori-
zontal members. Using carpenter’s glue,
attached the verticals to each top and bot-
tom support. Figure 4 shows the configu-
ration of the jig and the placement of
brace blocks and the nails I used to estab-
lish consistent position from bent to bent.

Once I had my bents, I arranged them
for basic positioning. Using Lionel O-31
tubular track, I placed one bent beneath
each track joint.

With the bents in place on my layout, I
began final construction. I added three
horizontal members to each side of all the
bents. These pieces extend past the ends
by Y4-inch on each side to support the
horizontal connecting supports running
from bent to bent.

Building my trestle on the layout made
it easy to establish the length of the hori-
zontals between bents. I did this simply by
placing a horizontal support between two
bents, marking the length with a pencil
and cutting with a razor saw.

As shown in Fig. 5, I added diagonal
braces for more stability and visual
impact. I measured each brace in place
before cutting it to size. This is the beauty
of building a trestle “on site” There is very
little chance of an error in measurement.

I continued placing horizontal connec-
tors from bent to bent, bypassing the low-
est connecting point at the place where a
track or road needed to pass through.

By adding %-inch-square members
spanning from bent to bent, I made the
supports for the track. These run the full
span of the trestle. I cut the joints of the
supports at an angle to follow the curve.

I also made extra ties (Fig. 6) by gluing
two %-inch square pieces together. After

painting these flat black, I glued the
ties to the track support runners
on top of the trestle. The track
is held in place using one
screw per section. I blended
these in using a black per-
manent marker on the
screw heads.
I opted to finish the
bridge with a basic brown
wood stain.
And there you have it - a simple,
sturdy trestle bridge at a modest price,

built in a few evenings. It is sure to be a

focal point for your layout.



TRAINZGE

WE MAKE SELLING
YOUR TRAINS
ABSOLUTELY SIMPLE!

GET YOUR FREE SELLING REPORT TODAY AT
WWW.TRAINZ. COM/SELL

TCA #75-8067

217 Central Way

N m Come Visit us
Kirkland, WA 98033 On-line
s 4 (425) 828-4098 w _I =

TraEé?lisgsgrlC - Toll Free (877) 857-7246 www.eastsidetrains.com
LIONEL MTH TRAINS

11139 Milw 2-8-2 Mikado w/TMCC 749.00 81135 B.N. SD70MAC #9431 w/Legacy 549.00 16001 U.P. 4-8-4 w/PS 3 Blk/Coal 429.95
11152 D&RG Lionmaster Challenger 829.95 38329 #2261W Freight Set (646 w/5 Cars) 459.00 16071 G.N. 4-8-4 Northern w/PS 3 449.95
11181 C.N. GP-9 Piggy Back Set w/Legacy 699.95 38338 #2129WS Berk Freight Set 549.95 16211 S.P. 4-8-4 GS-4 w/PS 3 449.95
11201 W.M. 4-6-6-4 Challenger w/Legacy 849.00 38353 X-628 Promo Navy Set 549.00 16471 Erie Triplex w/5 Cars 779.95
11257 Pennsy 2-8-2 Mikado w/Legacy 849.00 38358 #2239 1.C. F-3 Freight Set 549.00 16481 S.P. 4-8-8-2 Cab Forward 679.95
11270 G.N. 2-6-0 Mogul w/RS 529.95 38419 U.P. U30C #2918 w/Legacy 499.00 25581 U.P. Dash-9 Diesel w/PS 2.0 369.00
11276 L&W 0-8-0 #1 w/Legacy 629.95 38420 U.P. U30C #2897 w/Legacy 499.00 26431 U.P. Dash 8 Narrow Nose w/PS 2 389.00
11295 Elk River Shay #1 w/Legacy 859.95 38421 N.P U33C #3305 w/Legacy 499.00 27741 U.P. SD70 Heritage w/2 Frt Cars 449.00
11330 Polar RR K-4 w/Legacy 699.95 38422 N.P. U33C #3307 w/Legacy 499.00 28051 Alaska GP-38-2 w/PS 2.0 399.95
11367 C.P. #111 2-Truck Shay w/Legacy 799.95 38465 AK RS-11 w/Leg (Other Roads Avail) 459.95 29021 G.N. GP-35 Diesel w/PS 2.0 429.00
11379 Pennsy 0-4-0 Switcher Loco 42999 38736 BNSF S.F. #1997 SD70ACe 49995 29351 G.N. SD-45 LH Diesel w/PS 2.0 399.00
11385 U.P. 0-4-0 Yard Switcher 42995 38737 BNSF S.F. #1999 SD70ACe Dummy 259.95 31681 UP 4-6-6-4 Challenger w/PS 2 1,395.00
11386 B&M Berkshire w/Legacy 1,139.00 38739 BNSF Frisco Heritage SD70ACe 499.95 34831 S.P. 4-8-4 GS-4 w/Ps 3.0 #4449 1,049.95
11413 J-Class 4-8-4 Pilot Loco 1,099.00 38742 BNSF B.N. #1975 SD70Ace 499.95 34851 S.P. 4-8-4 GS-4 w/Ps 3.0 #4444 1,049.95
11419 S.P. Blk GS-2 #4412 w/Legacy 1,199.95 38743 BNSF B.N. #1980 SD70ACe Dummy 259.95 34981 C.N. U1F Steam Pass Set w/PS 3 1,149.95
11427 S.P. 0-4-0 Switcher 439.95 38750 EMD Demo #2012 SD70ACe 499.95 34991 G.N. 4-8-4 w/Ps 3.0 #2579 1,049.00
11428 Milw 0-4-0 (Conv) Multi Roads Avail 439.95 38784 C.N. #4000 GP-35 479.95 35011 G.N. 4-8-4 w/Ps 3.0 #2584 1,049.00
11446 U.P. 2-8-8-2 Y-3 #3671 1,259.00 38855 G.N. GP-35 #2519 479.95 200341 N.P. GP-9 Diesel w/PS 2.0 399.95
11449 U.P. 4-8-8-4 Big Boy #4004 2,395.00 38976 S.F. GP-35 w/Legacy 449.95 200343 N.P. GP-9 Dummy Unit 189.95
11462 S.P. AC12 Cab Forward #4294 1,599.99 39562 B.N. GP-35 w/Legacy 479.95 200351 Amtrak Turbo Train 829.95
28297 S.P. GP-9 Diesel w/Legacy 379.95 39568 BCR Dash-9 w/Legacy 499.95 201201 BNSF Dash-9 w/PS 2 399.95
28307 Wabash FM w/Legacy 469.00 39572 BNSF Dash-9 w/Legacy 499.95 201431 G.N. SD-70ACe Diesel 399.95
28311 U.P. DD35 #70 Diesel w/Leg (2 #s) 599.95 81137 BNSF SD70MAC #9858 w/Legacy 549.00 201471 Milw U25B Diesel w/PS 2.0 399.95
28312 B.N. SD60 #8301 w/Legacy 479.95 81155 U.P. ES44AC #7388 w/Legacy 549.00 201641 U.P. Veranda Turbine w/Tender 869.95
28354 CSX Genset w/Legacy 779.95 81270 Bethlehem Steel Docksider Set 259.00 202351 C.P. FM Trainmaster Diesel w/PS 3 399.00
28363 B.N. SD60 #8302 w/Legacy 479.95 82121 G.N. S-2 Diesel w/Legacy 599.99 202481 S.P. GP-9 Diesel 399.95
28383 Conrail Genset w/Lgcacy 769.95 82122 Pennsy S-2 Diesel w/Legacy 599.99 202911 S.F. GP-35 Diesel w/PS 3 399.95
28384 C.N. Genset Switcher w/Legacy 769.95 82127 U.P. S-2 Diesel w/Legacy 599.99 202941 B.N. SD-45 Diesel w/PS 3.0 439.95
29365 N&W "J" Passenger Set 1,699.95 82184 Pennsy B-6 0-6-0 #1670 w/Legacy 699.99 203391 G.N. DC-3 Rail Inspection Car w/PS 3 459.95
29366 S.P. Tank Train Oil Can Set 699.95 82205 BNSF ES44AC Golden Swoosh 649.95 204021 G.N. F-3 ABA Diesel Set w/PS 3 779.95
30145 Candian Maple Leaf Frt Set 49995 82266 C.N. #1158 4-6-0 w/Legacy 799.95 204121 Milw SD40-2 Diesel w/PS 3 449.95
31774 AEC Radioactive Transport Set 239.95 82269 N.P. #1382 4-6-0 w/Legacy 799.95 204171 BNSF Dash 8 Diesel w/PS 3 459.95
31783 BNSF Ice Cold Express Set 895.00 82270 S.P. #2353 4-6-0 w/Legacy 799.95 204211 BNSF Dash 8 Diesel Frt. Set w/PS 3 729.95
34559 N/H F-3 AA w/Horn 479.99 82340 N&W Y-6b #2171 w/Legacy 1,699.99 204651 Pennsy GE 44-Ton Diesel 429.00
34601 S.P. GP-30 #5012 w/Legacy 459.95 82694 U.P. #3985 (BLK) 4-6-6-4 Challenger 969.00 204681 S.F. GE 44-Ton Diesel 429.00
34625 N.P. F3 AA Frt Set Inquire "B" Units 679.95 82697 Rio Grande 4-6-6-4 LM Challenger 969.00 205061 GE Evo Hybrid ES44AC w/ps 3.0 499.95
34737 N.P. GP-9 (Mult Roads Avail) 44995 82716 Mickey's Holiday Express Set 299.95 205101 BNSF ES44DC w/PS 3.0 469.95
34738 N.P. GP-9 #317 w/Legacy 44995 82784 B.N. GP-9 #1706 w/Legacy 499.95 206541 N.P. SD-45 LH Diesel w/PS 3.0 459.00
35354 #1464 U.P. Anniv. Pass Alco Set 429.95 82785 B.N. GP-9 #1804 w/Legacy 499.95 200241RK N.P.RS-3 w/PS 2.0 299.95
38305 #2338 Milw GP-7 Diesel 169.00 82806 U.P. FEF #844 1,599.99  200243RK N.P. RS-3 Dummy 149.95
38310 #2185W NYC F3 AA Freight Set 449.00 82809 U.P. FEF #838 1,599.99  200831RK N.P. Alco RS-1 Diesel w/PS 3.0 299.95
38311 #2276W Budd RDC Set 369.00 82959 115th Anniversary Nano Painted Berk 1,979.99 201161RK G.N. SD-45 w/PS 3 319.95
38312 #2343 SF F3 AA 399.99 83080 Rio Grande 0-4-0 Switcher Set 249.95 204621S Milw E-6 ABA w/5 Pass Cars 1,249.00
38313 B&O Budd RDC P&D 269.00 83193 S.P. Lines #4449 GS-4 w/Legacy 1,649.95 28181RK NP RS-11 Diesel w/PS 2.0 299.00
38324 #2507W N/H F-3 Freight w/5 Cars 429.00 83197 AM Freedom Train #4449 GS-4 1,649.95 29831RK BNSF GP-9 Diesel w/PS 2 289.95
38328 #1623W N.P. Frt Set w/Leg. Closeout 449.95 113198 Pennsy K-4 Red Arrow w/4 Pass Cars 1,399.95 29901RK MRL SD70ACe w/PS 2 299.95
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TOY TRAIN
TRACKPLAN

Seneca Falls

A9 X 14 FOOT O GAUGE TRACK PLAN USING MTH REALTRAX

By Michael Tylick

client asked me to
develop a track plan
for him that focused
on two of his non-
train collecting

interests: The
movie It's A Wonderful Life,
and the Boston Red Sox Major
League Baseball club. An odd
pairing you think? Not really.
What are most toy train lay-
outs but a salute to nostalgia
and personal interests?

While it's wonderful to start
collections, before we know it
we have a basement full of col-
lectibles sitting on shelves. In
my client’s case, many of these
items are Boston Red Sox and
It's a Wonderful Life buildings
made by Department 56 and
compatible products from
MTH Electric Trains. He
wanted to use them on an O
gauge layout, but he had so
much stuff and so little room.

The compromise was to try
and model Seneca Falls, N.Y,,
the inspirational setting for the
James Stewart and Donna
Reed movie and tie it in (via
accessories and a pile of MTH
track) with Boston to make the
Red Sox connection.

THINK OF THE SHAPE
BEFORE FILLING IT

If you begin with a good-
sized room, it’s tempting to fill
the area with a very large table.
But what a headache, both
during construction, and for
routine access afterward. The
table has to be strong enough
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to walk on, and even a young
person soon tires of crawling
into tiny access hatches.

A walk-in design allows us
to view our prizes close up and
is much easier to maintain.
Visitors are more immersed in
the layout when, rather than
standing on the outside look-
ing in, they are standing in the
middle of it surrounded by
trains. The railroad is placed
against the top and right walls,
great for scene-setting wall
backdrops but still making one
or two lift-outs necessary.

Space is at a premium, and
every element must be care-
fully in place. Computer-aided
design makes it possible to
move scale footprints around
until everything fits and makes
sense. Much easier than doz-
ens of traced, erased, and
pasted paper drawings.

Don't forget room for the
Seneca River and some shore
scenery. Boston could be built
on a tabletop, but Seneca Falls
has many elevations and is best
constructed on an open grid.
Counting the short overhead
trolley line, we are able to keep
three trains running at one
time with space to store two or
three more.

The 500 mile run between
Boston and Seneca Falls are
simulated by a wye that
enables trains to run in either
direction through Boston. The
crossovers in Seneca Falls are
reverse loops, which are easy
to wire with three-rail track.

THE TRACK PLAN

The bulk of the layout is a
general representation of the
Seneca Falls area. There are
variances in elevation and ter-
rain typical of the area. There
are good opportunities for
cityscapes as well as fields and
forests surrounding the town.

Train traffic is more
“through” than terminating, so
there are only a handful of sid-
ings in Seneca Falls. One
serves a loading dock; the
opposite end serves as a station
terminus. Another siding
serves a flag company, and a
fourth is a spot to park tank
cars at an oil terminal. Boston
has just one siding. Located
behind a brewery, it’s a great
spot for beer refrigerator cars.

There is basically one main
line with diverging lines that
loop back to allow longer or
shorter runs, as well as either
ascending to a trestle or bur-
rowing through a tunnel.

Planned into the Seneca
Falls downtown area are the
Bailey Building & Loan as well
as a bar, drugstore, theater,
high school, boarding house,
and pizza parlor. Industrial-
type structures include an oil
storage facility, two train sta-
tion buildings, a loading dock,
a manufacturing plant, and a
Texaco facility.

The Boston area is repre-
sented by a simple loop of
track with a single siding and
an elevated bump-and-go trol-
ley. Surprisingly, this design

packs a lot of Boston Red Sox
enthusiasm with branded
structures ranging from a
diner, service station, and res-
taurant to a theater, a railway
station, and of course Fenway
Park. My design made room
for 17 structures to be placed
in Boston, while I penciled in
20 for Seneca Falls.

So with ample space you
can combine a number of his-
toric or hobby interests into a
toy train layout that reflects
nostalgia as well as your hobby
passions. Use this track plan as
a template, and just imagine
which of your favorite places
or enthusiasms you can add to
your three-rail creation!
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Illustration by Kellie Jaeger

MTH REALTRAX COMPONENTS
Quantity
15 0

Description/Number

3.5-inch straight (40-1018)

4.25-inch straight (40-1017)

5-inch straight (40-1016)

5.5-inch straight (40-1012)

10-inch straight (40-1001)

0-31 curve (40-1002)

0-31 half curve (40-1022)

0-42 curve (40-1042)

0-31 left-hand track switch (40-1005)
0-31right-hand track switch (40-1004)
0-42 left-hand track switch (40-1043)
0-42 right-hand track switch (40-1044)
track bumper (40-1024)
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RIDING

B
BOSTON

BRUCE
FELDMAN
RELIVES
HIS YOUTH
ON HIS

O GAUGE
LAYOUT

Going astray at times

Every model railroader knows the
path to developing a truly great layout
is far from a smooth and straight one.
There are unexpected curves and
bumps in the road. Detours and dead
ends. Put another way, a certain
amount of trial and error is necessary.

In the 1970s and ’80s, encouraged
by his wife, Adrienne, Bruce began to
design the layout of his dreams.

Except that even the best intentions
can lead to mistakes. Bruce went from
two sheets of plywood to a railroad
approaching 600 square feet. “I loved
it,” he said, “but it was a mess.” The
landscaping was far from realistic and
the electronics too often unreliable.

In spite of the errors and random
regrets, Bruce told his wife and their
two daughters (Meredith and Renee),
there was no reason not to keep plow-
ing ahead. Especially after they moved
into a larger house with a basement

Every once in a while, a television
program or online video points us to a
great layout. Bruce Feldman serves as the
perfect example. Having his 16 x 32-foot
O gauge display featured on TV in his
hometown encouraged Bruce to share
what he has accomplished and how his
layout has evolved.

tailor-made for a layout. When the
three ladies saw how determined
Bruce was to keep at it, there was no
way they would deter him!

“I tried to plan out everything
before launching into the construction
and wiring,” Bruce said. What eventu-
ally grew to encompass more than
1,100 square feet also brought count-
less hours of enjoyment. Once again,
however, Bruce let his imagination
and wishes get ahead of him. “The lay-
out became confusing and difficult to
operate. Another tough yet meaning-
ful learning experience for me.”

The peak was in sight

To that point, the ultimate layout
had eluded Bruce, yet he believed it
wasn't far off. Knowledge and training
had prepared him to realize his three-
rail dream. Better still, Bruce thought
the next railroad would re-create the
New England of his formative years.

1. Much as Bruce Feldman likes to indulge his childhood memories of Boston
on his layout, there are times when his love of realism prevails. The detailed
structures, dozens of figures and vehicles, and neat trains form terrific sights.

www.ClassicToyTrains.com

Story by Roger Carp
Photos by Bruce Feldman
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2. The freedom afforded toy train enthu

T

siasts to couple together disparate types of

rolling stock made it possible for Bruce to create this freight of his dreams. He can't
imagine a better sight than a Boston & Maine diesel pulling a Red Sox car.
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Illustration by Kellie Jaeger

All the excitement daily taking place on
Bruce Feldman’s O gauge layout made it
perfect for a local television station to
feature. That broadcast motivated him to
introduce his 16 x 32-foot display to
Classic Toy Trains. The numbered arrows
correspond to the numbers in each of the
captioned photographs he took for us.

Memories galore were going to inspire his
finest modeling.

Another move meant another empty
basement, although the one now at Bruce’s
disposal was the biggest he had ever had.
Planning commenced for him not long
after the movers had left and all the boxes
had been unpacked. He thought he could
see the peak - the layout he had envi-
sioned building ever since he was a boy
gazing at department store displays.

At the crossroads

Experience had given Bruce insight
into his strengths and weaknesses as a
model railroader. Fashioning the scenery
and assembling structures are his favorite
aspects of the hobby. The hours spent on
those steps always flew by, particularly as
he was painting commercial kits and
improving them with details.

On the other hand, Bruce had long
experience with woodworking tools, but

14!_0"




LAYOUT AT A GLANCE

Name: Bruce
Feldman’s O gauge
layout

Dimensions: 16 x 32
feet

Track: GarGraves
flextrack (O-48 to 0-90)

Switches: GarGraves, Ross
Custom Switches

Motive power: Lionel, MTH,
Williams

Rolling stock: Lionel, MTH,
Weaver, Williams

Controls: Lionel ZW, MTH Z-4000
transformers with Lionel Train-
Master Command Control

Accessories: K-Line, Lionel, MTH

Structures: Ameri-Towne, Bar
Mills, B.T.S., Downtown Deco,
Lionel, MTH

Vehicles: Corgi, Dinky, Ertl,
Matchbox, Menards

Figures: Arttista, Model Power,
Preiser

[

never derived much pleasure from cutting
lumber and screwing the boards together
to form a layout’s framework. Laying track
also seemed too much like a chore.

Those aspects of construction an O
gauge railroad were so mundane that
Bruce didn’t feel embarrassed to admit he
hated them. But deep inside he felt any
modeler worth his or her salt should be a
master electrician. And he wasn't! Tasks
ranging from soldering feeder wires to
checking the bus lines left him feeling ner-
vous that something was going to fail at
the worst time.

Rather than struggle, Bruce wisely
sought a partner, a compatriot whose
strengths fill in those gaps. Bruce con-
tacted Rich Roman, the owner of East
Coast Enterprises. Rich, who has been
designing and finishing model railroads
for 30 years, listened as Bruce explained
what he needed. Then the two got to work,
each focusing on his specialties to com-
plete a tribute to postwar Massachusetts.

Smaller than before

Bruce can’t be sure whether the 16 x
32-foot O gauge railroad featured here
should be considered his fifth or sixth lay-
out. The reason, he states, is that it repre-
sents a reconfiguring of the 1,300-square-
foot extravaganza Rich oversaw to

v

3. Using structures and accessories from several manufacturers helped Bruce create

many colorful and eye-catching residential, commercial, and railroad scenes.

completion in the Feldmans’ previous
home. As advised by Bruce, he designed it
as a modular display easily disassembled
and, in 2011, moved to a new residence.

Since that time, Bruce has reduced the
dimensions to get a terrific layout he loves
to upgrade and operate. Why has he cut it
down almost 25 percent?

One reason, Bruce replies with a laugh,
was to make it easier for him to reach
every spot. More important, he adds, was
gaining new opportunities to refine the

Boston
«yMaine

landscaping and rethink assorted scenes
and the structures put in them.

The benchwork, which Bruce describes
as primarily open grid, is especially solid
and sturdy. The standard design for East
Coast Enterprises has tended to be 2 x 4
lumber for the legs and 2 x 6 wood for all
the supports.

Where tabletop construction struck
Bruce and Rich as better, they utilized
sheets of ¥%-inch-thick plywood. By the
way, the main level of the layout stands

Sl | )

4. Childhood yearnings for an O gauge empire inspired Bruce to build a 16 x 32-foot
tribute to Boston and its suburbs. He dreamed of a layout filled with structures and
trains, including Boston & Maine passenger expresses.
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5. Photographing long passenger trains and illuminated skyscrapers has become an aspect of the hobby Bruce loves. His picture
of a Chessie System train braking at the main station in Boston shows how skilled he is at capturing realistic scenes.

6. Bruce recalls returning home from
school and drinking a cold glass of
Hood’s milk with a sandwich made of
Wonder Bread. So he had to showcase
those products on his layout.
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37 inches off the floor. Also, the highest

elevation rises almost 12 inches above this.

Conversations between Bruce and Rich
regarding what kind of track to use
revolved around realism versus tradition.
Loyalty to the past, which dictated going
with old-time tubular sections, failed to
overcome a wish for scale realism.

So Bruce selected GarGraves flextrack
for the three-rail network to be laid over
cork roadbed. Most of the turnouts came
from Ross Custom Switches. Said Bruce:
“Need and availability at the time of con-
struction dictated what we took.”

The curves on the layout are quite
smooth and generous. Other than a few
spots with O-48 pieces, the minimum
diameter is 72 inches and the maximum a
comfortable 90 inches. Rich secured
everything with screws and a little glue.

Electronics ... maybe

Remember how Bruce hoped to avoid
all the hassles he associated with wiring a
large layout by engaging Rich and his
crew? Well, he was wise to do so.

The guys at East Coast Enterprises
know just how to install transformers

from every era, whether Lionel ZW types
from postwar days or MTH Z-4000s from
the past decade. They’re also wizards at
soldering 16-gauge feeder wires to the
main lines and sidings every 10 feet. They
used 18-gauge for accessories.

But, as Bruce will be the first to admit,
learning how to use TrainMaster Com-
mand Control to its best advantage was up
to him. “I thought TMCC would be the
easiest and most technologically
advanced,” he says. “But I find it difficult
to control five or six trains running at
once. And there are so many codes and
numbers to remember. I just may return
to a conventional mode of control”

Scenery ... yes

What has not frustrated Bruce one iota
is the scenery. He loves conceiving of what
different areas should look like and how to
create landscapes and add structures to
make his visions become realities. Model
railroading books and articles in Classic
Toy Trains offer ideas, but mostly Bruce
relies on his vivid imagination.

“Over the years I have used just about
every technique for making mountains,
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valleys, and other kinds of terrain,” Bruce
says. “Recently, I have been leaning toward
Styrofoam for the foundation. Then I put
on plaster-infused cloth, a coating of
Sculptamold, and lots of rock castings.”

Bruce colors the hardened landforms
with different commercial brands of
water-based acrylic paints. Next come
ground cover, grass, trees, and other items
from the Scenic Designs catalog. What-
ever works successfully pleases Bruce.

The same relaxed approach applies
when Bruce adds roads and highways.
Sometimes he merely paints them over the
plywood base. In other areas, he relies on
floor leveling compound poured in place.
Still elsewhere Bruce opts for strips of thin
wood painted and weathered first.

“There’s no purpose in worrying about
the quality of your landscaping,” Bruce
concludes. “I enjoy trying different meth-
ods and experimenting with a variety of
materials. If the results don’'t look right,
then I remove what I can and start over.
Believe it or not, the entire process is fun.
It should never be a chore”

Structures ... wow!

Pose the question to Bruce of what part
of building a layout does he enjoy most
and you get an answer in no more than a
tenth of a second. “My favorite part of the
hobby,” he says, “is building structures for
the scene I am creating”

Bruce favors kits he characterizes as
“higher end” (more challenging to assem-
ble and more satisfying to paint, detail,
and then weather).

Commercial items produced by Bar
Mills, B.T.S., Downtown Deco, and a few
other firms catch Bruce’s attention. These
deserve to be called craftsman kits because
they involve laser-cutting technology and

“WITH TIME, PATIENCE, AND AN OPEN
MIND FOR CREATIVITY, ANYTHING IS

POSSIBLE. CREATE YOUR OWN
WORLD AND HAVE FUN!”
S —

consist of scale parts made of delicate
woods, plaster, urethane, and brass, along
with white-metal castings.

Bruce taps his fine-motor skills as well
as vast reserves of patience when assem-
bling residential, industrial, agricultural,
and railroad structures. Similarly, he care-
fully weathers every one of them using

7. A Pennsylvania RR freight pulled effortlessly by one of its steam engines dashes by

a rural station on a September morning. No matter how much Bruce may favor the
Boston & Maine, he still insists on running some Pennsy power on the layout.

pastel chalks or hobby paints. The dry-
brushing technique utilizing a flat brush
with a light coat of white works well.

Lately, Bruce has broadened his reper-
toire of modeling talents to
include the popular tech-
nique known as “kitbashing”
He reports buying different
buildings sold by Ameri-
Towne, Lionel, and MTH
and then “harvesting” the
parts to develop structures
unlike any others.

Home to Boston

Speaking honestly, Bruce tells you that
benchwork and electronics were not going
to advance his goal of re-creating in min-
iature scenes from his youth in postwar
Boston. So he’s glad Rich Roman and his
staff handled those key steps.

Scenery and structures - these are the
phases essential to accomplishing what
Bruce desired. He directs our attention to
Beacon Hill, Boston Commons, Newbury
Street, and other famous sights. “Friends
and visitors love to see these areas,” Bruce
states. “Their favorite might be the MTA
line and stations I did”

Heading back home to Boston, at least
an O gauge version, thrills Bruce. He has
channeled his boyhood envy into the fin-
est modeling he has ever done. Further, he
has shown how, as he puts it, “with time,
patience, and an open mind for creativity,
anything is possible. Create your own
world and have fun!” Gib

CTT ONLINE

TO WATCH A VIDEO of Bruce Feldman’s
O gauge layout, please go to
www.ClassicToyTrains.com/LayoutVisits
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VETERAN RAILROADER AND MODELER

EXTENDS HIS GREAT LAYOUT

Story by Roger Carp - Photos by Dennis Brennan

A llfe tOUChed by railroading

unfolds as you walk through the lower por-
tion of the home belonging to Vernon Hart
and his lovely wife, Mary. One corner, filled
with timetables and union buttons, reminds
you Vernon worked as an engineer for the
Frisco and the Burlington Northern. Shelves
displaying scale replicas of railcars plus the
hobby awards they earned call to mind his
commitment to HO modeling.

Fascinated by the railroad memorabilia
and plaques, the HO scale diesels and passen-
ger cars lettered for Vernon’s Ozark Wilder-
ness Line, you lose track of the minutes. Then
you notice the spectacular O gauge layout in
the main area and you never want to look
elsewhere.
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Ready to return
Photographer Dennis Brennan
and I had the pleasure of visiting
Mary and Vernon a decade ago as
we put together a comprehensive
look at his 15 x 20-foot O gauge
railroad for the October 2006
issue of Classic Toy Trains. We
had a blast listening to Vernon
spin tales about his days in loco-
motive cabs and learning how he

had used memories of what he

had seen to develop his layout.
Explaining to CTT readers the
ways they could improve their
layouts by studying full-size scen-
ery and prototype railroad prac-
tices became a primary goal of the
article about Vernon. He gener-
ously shared many tips while
pointing out elements behind the
design and creation of the finest



of his trackside scenes. His model
railroad served beautifully as an
introductory textbook.

Over the ensuing years, Ver-
non kept modifying his layout. He
substituted new structures for old
favorites while updated the land-
scaping. He expanded the rail-
road, constructing to one side a
mountainous section reminiscent
of northern New Mexico and

\
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building at another end heavily
forested hills and ravines.
Vernon, on finding the
enlarged layout sufficiently satis-
fying to him, contacted Classic
Toy Trains. His eagerness to
describe how his excellent O
gauge railroad had developed
since the article was published in
2006 couldn’t be missed. He men-
tioned a replica of the Santa Fe

)\\X- e
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depot in Albuquerque, N.Mex.,
along with improved rock forma-
tions and mesas. More enticing
was news about the addition he
had carefully planned and exe-
cuted with his usual expertise.

My photographer and I hastily
carved out space on our schedules
to travel to Vernon’s home. We
knew there was no chance we
would be disappointed!

1. Everyone on
Vernon Hart’s O
gauge layout has
fun. Kids frolicking
in the shallow river
as well as travelers
heading north in
the Denver & Rio
Grande Western
streamliner.
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2, TOP LEFT
Vernon's realistic
modeling, so
thoughtful and
detail oriented,
provides the ideal
stage for O gauge
model trains of any
era, even postwar
and early modern
tank cars.

3. TOP RIGHT
Besides a station,
this ramshackle
tipple is the only
structure on the
new extension. The
scattered ties and
ballast are
remnants of a spur
that long ago
served the mine.

4. CENTER RIGHT
Years spent gazing
out of the windows
of first- and
second-generation
diesels gave
Vernon an
education in the
terrain of the
Southwest.

4 \
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World of surprises
Immediately after arriving,
Dennis and I remembered to our
delight how Vernon, with the
cooperation and advice of his
spouse, had created a superb set-
ting for his layout downstairs. The
Harts agreed a memorable model
railroad deserved the right envi-
ronment. They made certain the

34 Classic Toy Trains « July 2017

display was one of many elements
there and not the sole piece in a
cramped or neglected area.
Walking down the flight of
steps to explore the brightly lit and
spacious room was a pleasure. No
ceiling pipes or air ducts to duck
under or narrow aisles to squeeze

through. Strolling from one spot to

the next was a breeze.

The world of surprises greeting
Dennis and me included some
nooks filled with eye-catching
objects. Vernon and Mary have
fun putting together displays of
items from his career on railroads
as well as awards and other pieces
reflecting his success as an HO
modeler. We could have spent
hours studying the vintage timeta-
bles and instruction manuals plus
the plaques honoring his skills.

Vernon emphasizes how every
hobbyist, regardless of background
or depth of experience, should
take care to show off whatever
reflects a love of railroading. Let
visitors see what makes you pas-
sionate about contemporary or
antique miniature trains. Display
your favorite stuff, ranging from
posters and advertisements to
photos and best models. The room
must help them get you.

Prepare to be amazed
Above all, Dennis and I aimed
to blend Vernon’s compact roster
of motive power from Lionel and
his array of scale rolling stock into
the realistic settings he had
crafted. As a result, you'll be
inclined to exclaim, as Mary did,
“It all looks so real! I just can’t
believe these are models and not
full-size trains I'm seeing”



While you settle into your seats
and prepare to be impressed, let’s
review some of the fundamental
facts about Vernon’s layout, which
has grown to 17 x 28 feet. You may
recall the railroad highlighted pre-
viously measured 15 x 20 feet.

For the eye-catching addition,
which features wilderness rather

44 inches off the floor; the upper
one was 50 inches.

GarGraves flextrack has been
Vernon’s brand of choice since he
returned to the O gauge side of the
hobby more than 25 years ago.
Curves go from O-54 all the way
up to O-72. Strips of cardstock
neatly inserted beneath the outer

THE SCENERY AND STRUCTURES COMBINE TO
REVEAL HOW BEAUTIFUL NEAR-SCALE MODERN-
ERATOY TRAINS CAN LOOKWHEN ARRANGED IN
REALISTIC, NEATLY DETAILED VIGNETTES.

than civilization, Vernon relied
once again on L-girder benchwork
formed using pieces of 1 x 4 cabi-
net-grade particleboard. Homasote
went on top to serve as the road-
bed. The main level, he said, was

edge of the ties enabled him to
superelevate the curves, as he
recalled from his days in the cab.
Vernon installed turnouts from
the same company, pleased with
the reliability of GarGraves items.

5. This elevated
line carries freight
and passenger
trains from the
original layout into
the new extension.
Vernon once again
relied on track
from GarGraves
when building.

Most switches he controls by hand,
merely by flipping a lever. Even
though manual operation remains
primary, a few turnouts are redi-
rected using components of Lio-
nel’s Legacy command system.
This brand of control earns praise
from Vernon, who depends on it
to operate his Lionel fleet.

Landscaping is easy

Compiling information about
the products Vernon used filled
several of the pages in the original
account of his three-rail layout.
Instead of repeating that, it seemed
more sensible to look in depth at
how he makes his great scenery.

Surprisingly, there are no real
surprises. Every product and every
method will strike experienced
hobbyists as familiar and obvious.
Vernon simply knows how to take
what is common and trusted and
use it to achieve great results.
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LAYOUT AT A
GLANCE

ﬁ‘ Name: Vernon

Hart’s O gauge
layout
Dimensions: 17
x 28 feet
Track: GarGraves
(O-54 to O-72)
Switches: GarGraves, Lionel
Motive power: Lionel (post-
war, modern)
Rolling stock: K-Line, Lionel
(postwar, modern), MTH
Controls: Lionel Power-
House 180-watt trans-
former (2) and Train Power
Controller 400, MTH
80-watt transformer with
Legacy command control
Structures: Ameri-Towne,
Cannon Valley, City Seen,
Downtown Deco, Korber,
Lionel, Menards, MTH
Electric Trains, scratch-
built, Stan’s Tanks, Sun-
coast Models, TW Train-
Worx, Wm. K. Walthers
Vehicles: Brooklin, Diecast
Unlimited, Ertl, Franklin
Mint, Matchbox, Models
of Yesteryear, Road
Champs, Road Signature,
Solido
Figures: Arttista, Woodland
Scenics

28'-0"

I Wl 8%

Plaster-impregnated cloth,
available from several commercial
= suppliers, gave Vernon a solid
ﬁi}{:’:}ﬁ:}ﬁ:ﬂgﬂmw beginning for making many differ-
ent landforms. Slathering on light
coats of wet plaster finished the
task. Then he darkened the hard-
ened shell with tints by Woodland
Scenics. After diluting the paints,
he brushed them across the sur-
faces, always making certain to
poke his brush into the crevices

X
ROoO ‘

12-0" and hidden cracks.
B T— Where Vernon wanted to add
rock formations, he opted for foam
Since Vernon’s O gauge layout appeared in the October 2006 issue of rubber molds he filled with plaster
Classic Toy Trains, he has designed a superb extension at one end. The before applying. However - and
numbered arrows correspond to the numbers in each of the captioned folks should stop to take notes —
photographs taken by regular contributor Dennis Brennan. Vernon cleverly colored the wet

plaster before spooning it into the
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molds. He applied diluted light
brown or gray paint from Wood-
land Scenics.

Another trick Vernon advo-
cates when it comes time to color
various scenery surfaces involves
brushing on powdery substances
used by cement businesses to tint
concrete. Shades of brown and
gray, he notes, work the best.

Once the shell looks right to
Vernon’s sharp eyes, he pours on
different hues and textures of com-
mercial ground foam, along with
finely sifted gravel and sticks scav-
enged from his yard and on walks.
Last go on particular brands of
lichen, talus, and trees sold in
crafts stores and bought from Sce-
nic Express.

The spectacular backdrops that
leave viewers believing the layout
extends for many miles come from
Backdrops Unlimited. Adhering
the sections to the white-painted
walls behind the layout enhances
the layout. “Keeping a gap between
the walls and the perimeter of the
layout,” Vernon says, “minimizes
the shadows scenic elements can
cast on the backdrop. That adds to
the realism.

{ a vlite ?R“"

Time to visit

Coming back to Vernon and
Mary Hart’s home to show again
one of the finest-looking and best-
running O gauge layouts seems a
perfect way to mark the 30th anni-
versary of CTT. The scenery and
structures combine to reveal how
beautiful near-scale modern-era
toy trains can look when arranged
in a variety of realistic, neatly
detailed vignettes.

Spend some time studying the

Pt

photos accompanying this article
and see what you can learn from a
great modeler. Pay close attention
to how Vernon created scenes
using fairly simple and common
components: trees, buildings,

water, brush, ballast, and shadows.

We feel confident you'll come
to admire this 17 x 28-foot three-
rail. You should also understand
why it has influenced other layout
builders to showcase their models
in realistic settings.

6. ABOVE Friends
and family mem-
bers stopping by
the Hart household
praise the striking
replica of the old
Santa Fe depotin
Albuquerque as
the highlight of
the layout.

7. LEFT Vernon
assembled this
Burlington
Northern train
with a Frisco
gondola at the rear
to pay tribute to
his former
employers. He
wishes he had
been able to drive
a full-size version
of the Rio Grande
Southern RR
Galloping Goose
seen parked on his
On30 loop.
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MEMORIES OF THREE-RAIL SETS SOUTH OF THE BORDER

Story and photos by John Huegel

A bright spark jumped out at me as | held the
two wires in my trembling hands.
| heard my father yell, “What are you doing,

Johnny?”

| was five or six years old, and an idea had
popped into my head while playing with my
small German clockwork train. Since | was fas-
cinated with electric trains, | wanted to

electrify my set. I tried to insert two
wires into a wall outlet — and almost
electrocuted myself!

My father ran to my side. When
he saw what I had been trying to do,
he said sternly, “That’s very danger-
ous. Don't do it again!” Believe me, I
never would!

First real electric

My foolish deed prompted my
parents to stop my experimentation
by getting me a real electric train.
On Christmas morning of 1936, I
found a Lionel train running around
under our family’s Christmas tree. It
was Lionel Jr. set no. 1064E, which
included a no. 1681E locomotive
and tender, two nos. 1690 red and
brown passenger cars, and a 1691
observation in matching colors. Also
included were eight curved and two
straight tracks.

I was thrilled and spent many
happy hours with my set. Truthfully,
I gave it some rough treatment, like
the time I decided to lubricate the
locomotive with vegetable oil.

We were living in Mexico, where

The O gauge railroad John put
together in his teens featured quite
a network of track and switches for
his prewar trains. He added
handmade structures and a painted
backdrop, along with a Lionel no.
182 remote control magnetic crane
cataloged after World War II.

my parents were missionaries. My
mother had bought the set at San-
borns, a store in downtown Mexico
City. She paid 50 Mexican pesos,
which then was equivalent to about
$10, a bit more than the catalog
price of $7.95.

Frank and Walter Sanborn estab-
lished the business in 1903, after
emigrating from California. In 1919
Sanborns had purchased the House
of Tiles, a 16th-century Spanish
colonial palace famous for its facade
decorated with blue tiles. Besides
remodeling the interior, the firm
turned the courtyard into a restau-
rant and the adjoining rooms into an
American-style soda fountain, phar-
macy, and gift shop.

A few years later, Sanborns began
importing Lionel trains for wealthy

The Lionel no. 1668E Pennsylvania Torpedo the
author got for Christmas of 1938 poses on the
three-rail layout he built in his bedroom in the
middle 1940s. Now in his late 80s, John recalls the
trains he enjoyed while his family lived in Mexico.

Mexican and American families. I
recall one afternoon when my
mother took me to Sanborns. In a
showcase I saw Lionel’s no. 758 W
Union Pacific streamliner set, with
its canary yellow and golden brown
locomotive and cars. Illuminated,
the outfit looked gorgeous!

Hoping for a second set

In 1938 and ’39, we moved back
to America, making our home in
Hannibal, Mo. Pretty soon after set-
tling there, my mother suggested I
give my Lionel Jr. train to the son of
the farmer who delivered milk to my
grandmother. The boy didn’t have an
electric train, and my mother hinted
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Lionel used its no.
225E steam engine to
lead five outfits in
1940. That’s probably
when the author saw
the 2-6-2 at the
Puerto de Liverpool
store in Mexico City.
Several years later,
he acquired a 225E
from the Salvation
Army Children’s
Home there.

I might get another set. I
reluctantly surrendered
my 1064E.

My grandfather
owned DeGaris Drug-
store on Broadway in Hannibal. Located
next door was Henn’s Electric Shop, which
carried Lionel trains. After school each
day, I dropped by the pharmacy for ice
cream and then walked to Henn’s to
admire the variety of trains. The locomo-
tive that caught my attention, thanks to
the bright red marker lights on the front,
was the no. 1668E Pennsylvania RR Tor-
pedo. When I stopped by the store one
afternoon right before Christmas, I was
distressed to see the O-27 set was gone.

On Christmas, I found a big box under
the tree. I opened the box to find set no.
1073W, which included the Torpedo I had
been admiring, along with its no. 1689W
whistle tender and three freight cars (nos.
1679 boxcar, 1680 tank car, and 1682
caboose), with track and transformer.

FLECTRIC
el

1:_9”‘“

LIRS

-

Seeing great sets run

After my parents and I returned to
Mexico City in the fall of 1939, I came
across a Lionel consumer catalog for 1938.
I loved going through it, and in the pages I
discovered the new no. 225E, a 2-6-2
steam locomotive equipped with disc
wheels. I was captivated by this beautiful
engine and dreamed of owning one.

While our family was in the U.S., an
old and well-established department store
called El Puerto de Liverpool (the Port of
Liverpool) had become Lionel’s official
dealer in Mexico. This store, then and
today housed in a large art deco building
one block from the main square of Mexico
City, became my electric train mecca.

Shortly before Christmas 1940, Mother
and I went shopping at the Liverpool.

When the doors of the
elevator opened on the
fourth floor, I saw a
large Lionel layout.
Aloop of O-72
tubular track circled
around a table mea-
suring about 8 x 24
feet. Just inside that
loop I spied another
0O-72 line. The latter
used T-Rail solid steel
track with a switch to
a siding that
branched out into
eight stub-end tracks
leading into a huge
illuminated passen-
ger terminal. Each track held a Lionel set
from the current catalog

Each train had its corresponding price
tag in bold figures on its locomotive.
Prices ranged from medium-priced O
gauge sets to high-end O-72 sets. In one
siding I saw the 225E locomotive at the
head of a freight train (set no. 247W).
When I saw the price tag of $50, I knew
that, given my parents’ limited resources, I
dared not even ask for it.

Among the Lionel freight and passen-
ger trains on display was the jewel of all
the trains: outfit no. 709W. Known as the
Rail Chief set, it featured a no. 700E scale
Hudson and no. 700W whistle tender with
four red-and-maroon passenger cars (one
no. 792 combo baggage/coach, two no.
793 coaches, and a no. 794 observation).
The price of 695 pesos was equivalent to

Lionel items exported to Mexico
COMMON POSTWAR ITEMS WITH UNIQUE DISTRIBUTOR MARKINGS

Qs TRIBUIDORES EXEL /g, iR
LA nsuﬁ‘;{gxlcnm&g

DIVISION DE IM—PDRTACIONES GENEIFAI.E >
MEXICO, D.F.

Photograph courtesy Terral Klaassen
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Collectors of trains and
accessories cataloged by Lio-
nel during the first few years
of the post-World War Il period
find fascinating models
intended to be exported to
Mexico. They are aware of a
handful of freight cars and
small operating items distin-

guished by decaled labels
indicating a distributor in
Mexico. Stampings on boxes
also mark special pieces.

How much business Lionel
conducted during the prewar
and postwar eras in Mexico or
anywhere in Central or South
America remains uncertain.

The most curious and valuable of the Lionel items associated
with Mexico are examples of the no. 151 semaphore. Besides
regular-production signals with yellow blades (left), some
semaphores feature blades painted red.

Some Lionel items had this
label. It identified them as
originally exported to a
distributor handling Mexico.

Little proof exists to verify
markets elsewhere in the
Western Hemisphere assumed
importance for the firm.
Published lists of authorized
service stations and retail out-
lets carrying Lionel trains did



$140. By comparison, the catalog price in
the U.S. was $97.50.

A crowd stood around the table, watch-
ing the trains in operation. I, oblivious to
everyone around me, was transported into
a toy train fairyland. Mesmerizing me was
set no. 768W, led by a no. 763 Hudson and
no. 2263W Vanderbilt whistle tender.
They pulled four passenger cars (one no.
2615 baggage car, two no. 2613 Pullmans,
and a no. 2614 observation). The train ran
continuously on the outer loop.

Meanwhile, the saleswoman han-
dling the layout chose one of the trains
at the terminal, turned on the power to
the appropriate siding, eased it onto the
inner main line, ran it around a few
times, and then reversed it back into the
terminal. She then chose another train
and ran that one around a few times,
before reversing it into the station.

I waited for the operator to bring out
the Rail Chief set with its scale Hudson
and four magnificent cars. Unfortunately,
during the half-hour I stood by the layout
she never gave that particular train the
high ball to show off its stuff on the main
line. All too soon, my mother finished her
shopping and it was time to go home.

Finally getting a 225E

For my birthday one year, my father
took me to Liverpool to pick out a train.
The man next to us bought for his teenage
sons two 700E scale Hudsons and eight
scale freight cars (two of the nos. 2954
boxcars, 2955 tank cars, 2956 hoppers,
and 2957 cabooses). How I envied them!

I chose a no. 1666 O-27 steam locomo-
tive and tender, two of the no. 2630 blue-
and-silver passenger cars and a matching
no. 2631 observation car. I usually ran the
passenger cars with my Pennsylvania Tor-
pedo and the freight cars with the 1666.

One afternoon, several years later while
I was still living and working in Mexico
City, the telephone on my desk rang. I
picked up the receiver and heard, “This is
Major DeArman of the Salvation Army

for the children’s band”

“How much would a used trumpet
cost?” I asked.

The major thought for a moment
before saying, “Twenty-five dollars”

I wrote out a check for the amount and
drove home with my 225E locomotive,
which I still consider one of the most
handsome locomotives Lionel ever built in
the prewar era. The Elesco feedwater
heater on the front of the boiler gives it a

A CROWD OF ONLOOKERS STOOD AROUND THE TABLE,
WATCHING THE TRAINS IN OPERATION. |, OBLIVIOUS TO
EVERYONE AROUND ME, WAS TRANSPORTED INTO

ATOY TRAIN FAIRYLAND.
|

Children’s Home. Recently, a woman
donated a box of trains to the home.
Would you be interested in them?”

What a question! Of course I was inter-
ested! Making an effort to keep calm I
answered, “Td like to see them. I'll drive
out to the home this afternoon.”

The major received me by placing a
small cardboard box on the table. She
invited me to open the box. I did so, put-
ting my hand inside and pulling out a
225E steam engine with its no. 2235W
whistle tender as well as three no.
2600-series freight cars.

As I tried to contain my excitement, I
asked, “What do you need for the home?”

The major replied, “I need a trumpet

distinctive look. When it is not on display
on my desk, it is running like a charm on
my small layout.

Passing along the hobby

For more than 80 years, I've been
enjoying electric trains. Some of my hap-
piest times have been spent building and
operating layouts with my kids and grand-
children. It's a good thing my attempt to
electrify my first train didn’t hurt me!

The fascination lives on! My three sons
also enjoy toy trains, and each of them has
a small layout in the corner of the world
he calls home: David, who lives in Texas;
Daniel, who has lived in Malaysia; and
Joel, who has followed me to Mexico.

specify dealers in Argentina,
Brazil, Cuba, and Mexico,
among other countries. Fur-
ther, copies of consumer cata-
logs and instruction manuals
written in Spanish or Portu-
guese suggest the toy train
giant wanted to reach custom-
ers living in Latin America.
More telling are the scarce
models dating from the late
1940s with telltale decals.
Infrequently, nos. 2452 Penn-
sylvania RR gondolas; 2625
Irvington, 2627 Madison, and
2628 Manhattan heavyweight
passenger cars; and 3462
operating milk cars appear

This plain Lionel no. 2452
gondola stands out because
a stamping on its box and a
decaled label for a
distributor on its underside
show the O gauge car was
intended to be sold in
Mexico. Photograph
courtesy Stout Auctions

with blue, yellow, and black
labels specifying H. Steele y
Cia. S.A., a business identified
as the exclusive distributors of
Lionel trains for the Republic
of Mexico. In addition, there
are examples of the no. 151
semaphore, some equipped

C LLIONEL
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with red- and not yellow-
painted blades.

Interestingly, John Huegel
had not heard of any of those

scarce postwar items. He did
not recall seeing them or

being told about them while
living in Mexico. — Roger Carp
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TWO LEVELS IN BARELY 52 SQUARE FEET
BUILT FOR A SPECIAL MODELER

Story by Roger Carp - Photos by Jillian McAlley

avid Geyra has never
been one to shy away
from personal chal-
lenges. As a youngster,
he left friends and famil-

iar surroundings behind when his
family moved from New Jersey to
Israel in 1964. There, he served in
the military and launched a career.
More challenges arose when, with
his wife and their two children,
David returned to the U.S. in 2002.
He came back with plans to try
something different.

Just a few years ago a challenge
of a different sort confronted this
lifelong model railroader. Scott
Mellis, who described himself as
having limited mobility, asked
David design and construct a spe-
cial O gauge display for him. Scott
wanted a slice of New York City in
a small area.

David got down to work. He
used everything he had learned
about benchwork and track plan-
ning. The smiles on Scott’s face left
no doubt that David had accom-
plished all their goals and more.

Useful requirements

Among the many traits associ-
ated with David is a capacity to lis-
ten. He pays attention whenever
his wife, Etty, offers a suggestion
or clients at his business designing
websites and graphic art state
requests and ask questions.

Maybe being fluent in more
than one language explains David’s
focus or perhaps his years spent in
the armed forces heightened his
concentration. Being the father of
two children (Sivan and Lee)
didn’t hurt either. Whatever the
cause, David listened with care
when Scott approached him about
a personal O gauge display.

Scott wanted an exciting and
attractive three-rail layout to
occupy a modest space. In addi-
tion, Scott told David he needed to
be able to hide the compact rail-
road when it wasn’t in use.

Rather daunting requirements,
but David has been building cre-
ative displays in unusual places his
entire life. For his latest assign-
ment, he drew on memories of

1. MTH models of MTA R-26/28 subway cars (known as “Red Birds”) look
sharp in maroon with gleaming silver roofs. They stand out against the

arrays of lights blazing from the skyscrapers crowding Manhattan across
the East River on the O gauge layout David Geyra built for Scott Mellis.
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2.The engineer in the cab
of the New York Central
diesel slows down so he
doesn’t frighten a third-
shift worker concentrating
on lifting that heavy load
off the narrow dock.

constructing as a teenager
an N scale layout on a shelf
in his bedroom in Israel. So
did lessons gleaned from an
L-shaped O gauge railroad
he built as an adult. David
shared the story behind that
11 x 13-foot layout in the
February 2001 issue of Clas-
sic Toy Trains.

Drop-down table

Long conversations with
Scott addressed what David
thought was necessary if the special layout
were going to provide maximum satisfac-
tion. A tabletop display standing 30 inches
off the floor seemed best. It had to offer
easy accessibility from every direction,
with David being aware his client’s reach
extended to about 30 inches.
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3. This perspective from the left side of Scott’s home layout helps
you understand how the compact O gauge model railroad comes
down from the display used to hold it and frame the backdrop.

A flat surface measuring 5 feet 2 inches
x 10 feet struck Scott and David as ideal.
Then David addressed the next item on
the list, the need to tuck the layout out of
the way when not in use.

“I designed what I consider to be a new
concept in train tables,” David said. He
developed a sturdy table that could be

lifted with an electric hoist
onto a wall-mounted hous-
ing 12 inches deep. That
arrangement allowed an ele-
vated line about 6% inches
off the surface and struc-
tures standing approxi-
mately 10 inches high. All
legs supporting the layout
are hinged at the top and to
each other and fold when
the layout is packed away.

David came up with a
display easily opened and,
thanks to the legs being on
casters, easily moved
around. When Scott is fin-
ished running trains, he
pushes it back into position
and, at the press of a button,
watches as it folds up. After
securing the latches the layout is safe in its
wall unit, ready for the next operating ses-
sion. Pretty neat, yes?

You can study the design and construc-
tion of this revolutionary type of bench-
work by going to David’s website: www.
TrainLayoutBuilders.com.



http://www.TrainLayoutBuilders.com
http://www.TrainLayoutBuilders.com
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Astonishing isn't it to realize how much action David Geyra has packed into an
0 gauge display occupying a bit more than 52 square feet. The numbered arrows
correspond to the numbers in each of the captioned photographs he snapped.

LAYOUT AT A GLANCE

Name: Scott Mellis’O gauge
layout

Dimensions: 5 feet 2 inches
x 10 feet

Track: GarGraves, Ross Custom
Switches (31- to 42-inch
diameters)

Switches: Ross Custom Switches

Motive power and rolling
stock: Lionel, MTH

Controls: Lionel CW-80 trans-
formers (3)

Signals: Z-Stuff for Trains

Structures: Ameri-Towne

Vehicles: Dinky, Matchbox,
Revell

Figures: Arttista

Plenty of action

Scott challenged David in yet another
way when he asked to have a slice of New
York City in about 52 square feet. Subways
and structures provided the answer, and
David prepared to create exactly what he
recalled from his youth.

The track plan should let Scott run as
many as three trains at once over an elabo-
rate line rising and dipping in a visually

THE TABLE CAN
BE LIFTED AND
PACKED AWAY

WHEN
NOT IN
USE.

|_2|l
@Hinge

3 2

3

pleasing fashion. Even with appropriate
buildings, the system won’t feel cramped.

On the table David planned two inter-
connected lines. The outer loop relied on
42-inch-diameter curves. The inner one,
really a folded figure eight, had 31-inch-
diameter curves. Meanwhile, a siding tied
to it could handle a short train.

Simpler yet no less functional was the
elevated area. Locomotives should be

powerful enough to pull a few cars up the
ramp for a quick dash around before slow-
ing to descend to the principal level. There
is lots of action in this compact scene!
David choose sectional track by Ross
Custom Switches plus several pieces of
GarGraves flextrack. The turnouts from
Ross are available in many different radii.
The elevated track system made by
Bridgeboss (www.bridgeboss.com) is just
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4. Have the streets and sidewalks of New York City ever been this empty and quiet?
Maybe David took this picture at dawn, capturing the modern subway train on the
upper track and the postwar New York Central F3 diesel below while folks slept.

essential to this New York-themed display.
The upper level is the key to the success
and appeal of the project.

Throughout construction David tested
clearances, readjusting the location of
track on the tabletop as necessary. Finally,
David had to ensure the grade from the
main part to the elevated area was man-
ageable for Scott’s fleet of engines and sub-
ways. More testing went on for what both
men agreed was absolutely vital to the
operation of the layout.

Gotham structures

Yet one more key ingredient was the
variety of commercial structures. For the
entire display to drive home that its setting
was New York City, then the right residen-
tial, commercial, and industrial buildings
and their detailing were critical.

David got to work first on a row of four
flats bolstered by foam boards. He studied
photos of structures in the city before
painting and detailing them. Standing out
among the features added were blinds and
curtains in the windows. He located
images on the Internet and then fashioned
his own to insert. Interior lighting from
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kits being marketed by Woodland Scenics
helped him complete the task.

The sidewalks framing the building
flats David made out of fiberboard. He cut
out “boards” with appropriate dimensions
before painting them with Krylon Stone
Textured Finish. After waiting for them to
dry, he scored the surfaces with a pick and
then weathered everything with black
acrylic paint he had diluted.

David realized a small urban park
would direct attention to the structures
without robbing them of visual appeal.
Such a scenic element was sure to enhance
the appearance and inject depth in the lay-
out. Three trees, a bench, and a subway
entrance sufficed. He painted commercial
trees gray to get the best look.

Right electronics
No matter how excel-

lent the structures or

the network of track

the compact railroad

had to operate

smoothly and consis-

tently. David elected to

use three of Lionel’s

THIS TERRIFIC URBAN
LAYOUT IS FILLED WITH
ACTION AND INTEREST ON
OVERTWO LEVELS IN
BARELY 52 SQUARE FEET.

80-watt transformers to control the 11
electrical blocks installed.

Power to each of the blocks is directed
via a rotary selector switch with an off
position as well as one for each of the
power packs. All the hardware is mounted
on a control rack Scott can easily operate.

The rack, David says, is a modified
standard metal shelving unit with a wood
bottom functioning as an additional shelf.
Casters make the panel mobile. Installing
the transformers here (they are screwed to
a wood shelf) and not on the surface of
the layout facilitates shifting of the heavy
rack down under the display when Scott
hoists it into the wall cabinet to hide it.

Regarding wiring of the layout, the
unique design offers easy access to the
underside of the tabletop. David reports
using 14- and 16-gauge types for the lines
going from transformers to the track sec-
tions. Thinner 18-gauge wire connected
the selector switches and handled the
switch machines from Z-Stuff for Trains.

Off to New York

Once the track plan had been devised
and loops constructed, David knew he had
created a winner for Scott. The rest of the
project proceeded on schedule.

Did David mention the final step in
bringing a slice of New York City to Scott’s
home? The stunning color photograph of
the iconic Brooklyn Bridge. It beautifully
frames the elevated trains as well as the
vehicles puttering along the E-Z Street sys-
tem from Williams by Bachmann.

A urban layout with action and
interest over two levels in
about 52 square feet. And fit
on special benchwork
lifted and put away when
not in use. Lots for CTT
readers to consider
adapting for their next
railroad, thanks to the
experience and ingenuity
of David Geyra.
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REPAIRS TO PREWAR, POSTWAR AND ALL
MODERN LIONEL EQUIPMENT AS WELL AS
LIONEL WARRANTY NEEDS

EMAIL: trains@sandwparts.com

Hours: Tuesday - Friday: 9-5PM EST

TEL - (518) 280-5197

762 Whitney Dr., Niskayuna, NY 12309
NY Sales Tax (where applicable) & shipping

") Are You Building a Layout?

If so, we invite you to use §ar(raved

Phantom Line Flexible track y

its the easiest flex track to use, costs a lot
less to buy, and best of all it looks great!

TRACKAGE CORPORATION
8967 RIDGE ROAD, NORTH ROSE, N.Y. 14516-9793
PHONE 315-483-6577

FAX 315-483-2425

Website: www.GarGraves.com ¢E-Mail: GarGraves @ Gargraves.com
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\'oun TnmN Room!

Satin Finish,
Hardened Anodized
€xtruded Aluminum
No Brackets Needed
Raised Rails Hold
Your Trains in Place
6 ft. lengths,
€xpandable with

] Joiner Pins Supplied
Special Cutting

Available
Combination "HO/S" Gauge . . . . ... $12.00
"O"GAUQE . e $16.00
Combination "O/STD/LGR" Gauge . . .$24.00

Plus UPS Shipping

RAIL STOPS - This
extremely versatile
product is designed
to fit our shelves or
similar shelving from
HO/S gauge or O
gauge to O/STDAGR
gauge. RAIL STOPS
can be used any
place along your
shelves and will
prevent your trains
from being rolled
along the rails. RAIL =
STORPS fit all track and can be used in place of
bumpers on train layouts.

RAIL STOPS are $10.00 per dozen, including

shipping.

j| RAIL END CAPS -
The newest
addition to Glenn
Snyder Display
Systems product
line. Designed to
trim the ends of
our shelves or

| similar shelving.
RAIL END CAPS will
| give a finished
look to the end of
your shelves and
will prevent your trains from being knocked off
the ends.

Please specify when ordering: combination
"HOIS" gauge, "O" gauge or combination
"O/STD/LGB" gauge.

RAIL END CAPS are $3.50 each, any size.

Plus shipping and handling.

GLENN SNYDER DISPLAY SYSTEMS
260 Oak Street * Buffalo, NY 14203
Toll Free 1-877-852-4676 * Fax 1-716-852-4677

e-mail: glenn@gsds.com * wwuw.gsds.com
ALL PRODUCTS MADE IN USA
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1-800-718-1866
ping  Ask for a Catalog with Your Order!
AD Code:
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#AHM-5000
#AHM-50002 -
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|nkIWh| ‘
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1948 Ford Wood
#LT-9425
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lack)
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Your Southern Connection for
Quality O Gauge Products

SOUTH
4611 S. Ridgewood Ave. * Port Orange, FL 3217?

PH. 386-304-7002/7003
face

FAX 386-304-7004
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MTH 20-20517-1 Missouri Pacific SD70ACe P3...

MTH 20-20593-1 Norfolk Southern 9-1-1 SDS0E P3

MTH 20-20636-1 Norfolk Southem #4001 AC4400CW
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MTH 20-20648-1 Norfolk Southem 9-1-1GP38P3....... $439.95
MTH 20-20855-1Erie Lackawanna SD-45 with P3.0.............. 54_\9.95
MTH 20-20663-1 BNSF Dabh‘é.mPaofﬁJ .

MTH 20-5639-1 Pennsylvania Green 5 Stripe GG 3 3

MTH 20-65207 Amirak 5 Car Passenger Set...

MTH 20-65229 Great Northem 5 Car Passenger Sa SO

MTH 30- ISEE 1Sout i"ern Paific Cayligh wit h P3.0..

MTH Eﬂ 20 ’9 1 Con ail E- S *A uth Prota 30.......

MTH 30-20235-1 CSX SD-60 Diesel with Proto 3.0.........
MTH 30-20239-1 Wabash FM with Proto 3.0
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MTH 30-20270-1 Chessie GP-9 P3..........
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Freight charges added to ALL orders.
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SHEDDING LIGHT
ON COLORFUL
AND INEXPENSIVE
O-27 MODELS

Kusan’s

BOXCARS

Story by Roger Carp - Photos by William Zuback

THE DECISION BY THE KUSAN CORP. to dive into the toy train
market by purchasing the assets and inventory of the struggling
Auburn Model Trains must have made good sense to leaders William
McLain and Earl Horton as 1954 drew to a close. They believed
profits could easily be reaped with low-cost trains.

A few plastic parts

McLain, after scrutinizing the
full line of O gauge locomotives and
rolling stock his firm had acquired
from AMT, chose to follow two
paths. Together, he believed, they
would nurture success and profits
for his business in the train field.

One course of action was plain:
Kusan would continue to produce

In retrospect, the move proved
unfortunate. Try as the men at the
top might, Kusan failed to bolster
its bottom line with O gauge trains.
Nothing quite mattered, whether
the handsome passenger and freight
cars issued using AMT tooling or
the innovative and exciting space-
and military-oriented sets.

Collectors should not overlook

OVERLOOKED

Kusan’s achievements. The toy firm
based in Nashville, Tenn., expanded
the O gauge field with novel diesels
and operating cars. And it aimed to
capitalize on what it assumed was a
steady demand for low-end and
inexpensive models with its K
Series of freight cars. Let’s look at
the boxcars dominating that group.
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and decorate the near-scale replicas
of F7 diesels and contemporary
passenger cars and freight cars,
notably boxcars and cabooses. It
did so for the rest of the 1950s.

The second course involved
more than duplicating what AMT
had done. Kusan intended to
develop basic and inexpensive

models used to fill out train sets.

Their design should, McLain con-
cluded, require fewer parts, a point
guaranteed to simplify assembly.
Also, all the parts ought to be injec-
tion-molded plastic.

Design Engineer George Dunbar
accepted responsibility for blazing
both trails. Key to the second was
reworking the detailed boxcars
linked to AMT. He came up with a
new plastic body shell molded to
include doors - one door perma-
nently shut and the other open.

Since the shells were molded in
the colors desired, painting wasn't
necessary. Dunbar made sure the
shades of plastic mirrored the col-
ors used by full-size railroads Kusan
meant to imitate. Even so, painted
examples of different Kusan freight
cars have been reported over time.

Next, laborers at the Kusan plant
in Franklin, Tenn., glued each shell
to a separate floor molding. They
then attached trucks Dunbar had
developed, consisting of two wheel-
sets and a frame combining a truck
with a coupler). Two caps secured



Kusan, a newcomer on the postwar toy

scene, sought to carve out a niche for itself

in the train market by reissuing near-scale

models first developed by American Model
o | Toys and by offering new low-end models.
Among the latter were boxcars cataloged in
its K Series between 1956 and '59.

the trucks. A mere 10 parts used
for every freight car.

Debut in 1956

Kusan showed its first original
line of trains at the American Toy
Fair in New York City in March
1956. What it called the K Series
boasted a diesel derived from an
Alco prototype, freight cars, an AC
transformer, and a type of track
accommodating models meant for
two- or three-rail operation.

Very soon the company, intent
on streamlining the manufacture
of its all-plastic playthings,
switched to a coupler developed
for automatic coupling and uncou-
pling. The new part featured a tab
hanging down from one side,
thereby making it easy to activate
operation by an uncoupling ramp
added to the track.

That the new and definitely
toy-like automatic coupler

managed to work with traditional
knuckle couplers as well as the
Lift-A-Matic kind created by AMT
proved to be a real advantage to
Kusan. From the beginning, there-
fore, railcars in the K Series might
come with automatic or Lift-A-
Matic couplers.

Large quantities of the light-
weight rolling stock decked out in
prototype paint schemes emerged
from the Kusan factory in 1956
and the next two years. To attract
customers, some of the freight cars
were offered as easy-to-assemble
kits rather than fully assembled

S

Anyone buying
a boxcar could
glue in place the
plastic figure
packed inside.
This Union
Pacific model
came with Lift-
A-Matic
couplers. The
realistic box art
made members
of the K Series
stand out.
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The plastic body shells used for boxcars in
the K Series featured on one side a shut door
and on the other an open doorway.

models ready to be put on the
track. Boxcars included a plastic
figure owners might glue in place
near the open doorway.

A dozen boxcars

The K Series eventually
included a dozen boxcars, along
with gondolas, regular and
depressed-center flatcars, hoppers,
tank cars, atomic and space cars,
and cabooses. Simple Alco diesels
and truncated versions of an Elec-
tro-Motive Division GP7 road
switcher served as their motive
power in the various sets.

Two of the boxcars came with
the name of the manufacturer: the
nos. 208 Kusan (red or yellow
body) and 210 Kusan Railroad
(red or yellow body). A third, the
no. 203 Minneapolis & St. Louis
(painted green with yellow mark-
ing), duplicated an AMT design.

The most valuable cars, accord-
ing to Greenberg’s Guide to Kusan
Trains (published in 1987), were
the nos. 209 Chicago, Burlington
& Quincy (red body) and 211 Lou-
isville & Nashville (blue body). In
excellent condition, the former
boxcar was appraised at $20 while
the latter was at $35.

Another pair of cars assumed
importance because John Brad-
shaw, the author of the reference
guide about Kusan, described
them as “NRS” (No Reported
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Add color and realism to

box cars. All units are 10/

K-202 Pennsylvania Railroad; No. K-203 Minneapolis and St. Louis;
Union Pacific; No. K-205 Rock Island. $3.00 each.

Sale). He thereby suggested few if
any of the nos. 207 New Haven
(painted black and white) and 212
Western Pacific (painted Tuscan
red) had been produced.

The remaining five boxcars
were, except for variations, com-
mon. Three brought to mind items
already cataloged by competing
firms. The no. 205 Rock Island
(silver body) recalled the Lionel
no. 6464-175. The nos. 201 Mis-
souri-Kansas-Texas (painted yel-
low) and 206 New Haven (painted
orange) looked like boxcars pro-
duced by the A.C. Gilbert Co. for
its S gauge American Flyer line.

Final members were the nos.
202 Pennsylvania RR (painted Tus-
can red) and 204 Union Pacific
(painted yellow). Most of the
Pennsy cars had the “Don’t Stand

Me Still!” slogan; those lacking
that decoration were worth more.

Gone by 1960

Boxcars in the K Series, despite
having striking graphics and rea-
sonable prices, failed to captivate
the train field. By 1960, Kusan had
given up on them and its other
attempts to make inroads into the
O gauge market ruled by Lionel.

Only a few hobbyists pay atten-
tion to the low-end boxcars. They
begin by chasing after the familiar
members of the K Series, knowing
how easy it can be to build a roster.
Then they hunt for variations
marked to promote automobile
tires, children’s vitamins, and even
dog food. The domain of postwar
trains never fails to astonish with
how much was offered.

your present layout with these big, husky "K' Series
ches long. No. K-201 Missouri-Kansas-Texas; No.
No. K-204

The five K-Series
boxcars listed
and shown in this
Kusan catalog
were later joined
by five other road
names, all of
which can be
obtained fairly
easily and
reasonably. Two
other models
have been
reported (New
Haven in a black-
and-white
scheme and
Western Pacific in
Tuscan red), but
examples are
seldom available.
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Open Tuesday through Saturday 10:00am to 5:30pm

Atlas O Zephyr Cars
Baceace, Rec 160 SALE 150
Amtrak #1002, #1004, WP Silver Beaver,
Unlettered

DINer, Rec 160 SALE 150
CB&Q Silver Diner
Dome OBservATION, ReG 180 SALE 165

Amtrak Silver Horizon, Amtrak Silver Solarium,
CB&Q Silver Penthouse, DRGW Silver Sky,
Unlettered
SLEePERS, REG 160 SALE 150
Amtrak 16-Section Silver Cedar, Amtrak 6-5 Silver
Dove, Silver Thrush, DRGW 6-5 Silver Gull
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Alaska #7021, CB&Q Silver Rifle, DRGW Silver
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Texas Trains & Diecast

(972) 824-7123

We buy collections of all sizes!

30 Years of Experience
Finances Available
Ready to Travel
Confidential at all Times
Professional Treatment

www.txtrains.com
texastrains@yahoo.com
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ELECTRIC TRAINS
410 Court St.
Saginaw, MI 48602
989-793-4753
Mon.-Sat. 9:30-5:30
www.brasseurelectrictrains.com

989-793-6887

Enpenionce the 7t of the Train. ..

Do YOU know what YOUR trains really want?

To be *OUT* of their boxes, running wild on their very own,
totally *“WOW?* Custom TW TrainWorx layout...

The Traingineers at TW TrainWorx
absolutely love talking trains!
Call NOW (877) 881-4997
www.TrainWorxLayouts.com

40 years of Lionel service and sales.
Authorized MTH service and sales.
Best Source for K-LINE parts.

Just 90 miles north of Detroit, just off I-75.

* Non- Toxic Liquid & Vapor
®* Fast Wicking
Cedar * FIRTREE
Arctic Mint
Christmas Tree
Sugar Maple

Hickory * Cinnamon

Big-Puff Odorless

2 oz. W/ DROPPER $ 8.50
4 0z. W/SAFETYcAP $15.00
PLUS $10.00 SHIPPING & HANDLING PER ORDER
AVAILABLE SINCE 1979
BART'S PNEUMATICS CORP.
1952 LANDIS VALLEY RD. * LANCASTER, PA. 17601

7Z17-392-1568 visa-mastercaro

MINIMUM ORDER
www.bartspneumatics.com  2BoTTLES

PA. RESIDENTS ADD 6% SALES TAX

Classic Toy Trains magazine celebrates the joy of collecting and

operating toy trains from your past. Whether you're a collector or

operator, you'll find a wealth of information to inspire your passion
as you experience fond memories.

Your subscription includes 9 issues (1 year) filled with layouts and

track plans, compelling photographs, personal collections, and more.

Subscribe Now!

2 EASY WAYS TO ORDER:
ONLINE ClassicToyTrains.com e

Outside the United States and Canada, call 813-910-3616.

P28710

CALL 800-533-6644

The #1 Resource
for Toy Train
Enthausiasts!
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Focus on classics

OF TINPLATE

O GAUGE MODELS OF THE NEW HAVEN RR
COMET ARE ELUSIVE AND COLLECTIBLE

By Rick Tonet « Photos by Sarah Boley

52 Classic Toy Trains « July 2017

ou can see stars any
clear night, but seeing a
comet may be a once-in-a
lifetime event. Encounter-
ing an O gauge model of
the New York, New Haven &
Hartford RR’s Comet can be just
as uncommon as glimpsing its
astrological namesake.

Although two toy train com-
panies cataloged models of the
Comet in the mid-1930s (and a
third firm made a O gauge Comet
in the 1990s), all the production
runs were quite limited.
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The relative lack of interest
from toy makers mirrored the
reception given the real-life train.

Of all the odd-looking passen-
ger trains created during the art
deco streamlining period of the
1930s, the Comet may be the least
appreciated.

Introduced in 1935, the New
Haven’s revolutionary Comet
streamliner didn’t shine as
brightly in the public’s imagina-
tion as the Union Pacific’s
M-10000 or the Chicago, Burling-
ton & Quincy’s Zephyr trains.

Unlike other early streamliners
operating routes hundreds of
miles in length, the Comet trav-
eled a short 44-mile route
between Boston and Providence.

Whether model or prototype,
the New Haven’s Comet was truly
exceptional. The three-unit train
was manufactured by an airship
company - the Goodyear-Zeppe-
lin Corp. - with funding supplied
by the federal Works Progress
Administration. The design fea-
tured a cab with controls and a
motor at each end of the train so

it did not need to be turned at the
end of the line.

Hoge and American Flyer
made models of the New Haven
Comet in the 1930s. Both are
“poetic license” specials with only
slight resemblance to the actual
train. Let’s take a closer look at
these early models.

The Hoge Comet

The Hoge Manufacturing Co.
was founded in 1909 by Hampden
Hoge and originally made office
products. In the late 1910s, Hoge

A trio of O gauge
models salutes
the legacy of the
New York, New
Haven & Hartford
RR’s Comet. In the
foreground is a
Consoli Family
Trains Co. model
introduced in
1992. In the
middleis a
prewar Hoge.
Behind it at the
rear is a prewar
American Flyer.



TOP The prewar
Comet models, the
author notes, only
slightly resemble
the prototype. This
1930s American
Flyer Comet lacks
the both the real
train’s distinctive
“duckbill” nose
and New Haven’s
blue color scheme.

BOTTOM Consoli
Family Trains Co.
made fewer than
50 examples of its
Comet model in
the early 1990s. Of
the three O gauge
trains, the Consoli
Comet comes
closest to the
prototype’s
unusual shape.
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sold the company but it retained
his name. In the early 1930s, the
company created a toy division
and hired a noted toy manufac-
turer, Henry Katz, to serve as its
head.

Katz suggested the addition of
model trains to the toy lineup.
However, Hoge would not actu-
ally manufacture the trains. The
work was subcontracted to Mat-
tatuck Manufacturing Co. of
Waterbury, Conn. - very close to
the route of the actual Comet.

The Hoge Comet includes the
duckbill platypus chin, which is
such a distinctive feature of the
prototype. However, the balance
of the train holds little resem-
blance to the actual Comet.

The train cars are connected
using an odd vestibule design.
These vestibules make the O
gauge train challenging to put
together, and may have limited
the appeal of the models.

i
¥

All the Hoge streamliners are
difficult to find today, the Comet
especially so. Models have been
found with or without a ringing
bell feature and a buzzer type of
horn. Loss of the chrome finish
as well as typical paint chipping
are common problems collectors
have encountered.

American Flyer’s O
gauge Comet

In 1936, the American Flyer
Manufacturing Co. cataloged an
O gauge Comet. It appears the
model was offered for only about
one year. Based on its relative
scarcity today, the firm only
made a few.

Flyer’s model is obviously
based on the tooling used on its
Zephyr train, which was already
in production. The prototype
Comet was originally a three-car
train, but the Flyer model has
five cars.

The model train has a cab at
each end, with working head-
lights. The unpowered rear loco-
motive is actually a modified
windup Zephyr body with an
added truck and an open vesti-
bule at the rear. The vestibule has
a roof pin, which fits into a hole
in the coach preceding it to cre-
ate the articulation.

The circular restroom win-
dows found on the prototype
Comet were lithographed nicely
into the sides of this model, and
the name “The Comet” appeared
on each locomotive cab. The
color is a greenish shade rather

than the Provincial Blue used by
the New Haven.

The New Haven Comet had a
short life, arriving in 1935 and
being scrapped just 16 years later
in 1951. The two prewar models
came and went even faster. No
new Cormet toy trains would be
made until the 1990s.

Consoli O gauge Comet

In 1978, Antonio Consoli
purchased the molds, tools, and
original parts inventory of the
Western Coil & Electric Co’s
sand-cast aluminum Zephyr
trains, which were first offered
from 1934 to 1938. No center-car
bodies were available, so his
Consoli Family Train Co. pro-
duced new cast-aluminum center
coaches and marketed the three-
car O gauge streamliner.

In the early 1992, the com-
pany announced a three-car cast
aluminum Comet. Fewer than 50
were made, many of which were
sold by the family at the Eastern
Division Train Collectors Associ-
ation show in York, Pa.

Details on the carbodies
include prototypically correct
swirl-patterned body panels as
well as correct colors and letter-
ing. As was true of the real
Comet, the model’s two locomo-
tive power cars are named “Bos-
ton” and “Providence” (When
the real train was heading to
Boston the “Boston” locomotive
was in the lead, and vice versa for
the Providence run.)

The Consoli cars are lighted
and have heavy plastic windows
but lack interior detail.

The company was a family-
run operation based in Wayne,
N.J. It ceased operation after
Antonio Consoli’s death. Consoli
Comets are difficult to find.

Santa Claus may have had a
“Comet” to pull his sleigh, but
finding any of the O gauge Com-
ets discussed in this article can
prove just as elusive as finding a
flying reindeer!

The writer extends his appreci-
ation to collector and historian
Bob Thon for his assistance.



WEEKEND WORKSHOP

WITH THE CTT READERS AND STAFF
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A postwar Lionel O gauge diesel locomotive operates long-hood-forward with a new LED headlight installed in its hood.

Adding directional lighting to a

Lionel 600-series switcher

AN EASY PROJECT TO ADD HEADLIGHTS

irectional light-
ing is one of
those things that
make modern
toy train operation fun.
Change the direction of
your train and the head-
light changes along with
the direction of travel.
This is virtually standard
on new locomotives, but
that wasn't the case in the
postwar era.
Over time I've added
directional lighting to sev-
eral of Lionel’s postwar no.

600-series diesel switchers,
which makes these war-
horses look up-to-date
when switching cars in my
freight yard.

The project outlined
here works with 600-series
locomotives (such as the
nos. 600 Missouri-Kansas-
Texas or 610 Erie NW2s)
with a three-position
reverse unit.

Let’s get started
First, I had to file the
LED to make it a little

thinner than 5mm to fit
into the headlight slot of
the Erie 610. I assume you
could put a headlight lens
in and attach the LED to
that, but I wanted to mini-
mize complexity.

I then soldered two
wires to the LED, added a
length of heat-shrinkable
tubing as insulation, and
soldered on the 1K ohm
resistor (PHOTO 1).

I then inserted the
filed-down LED into the
hood end of the Erie

The same locomotive operating in
reverse with a new headlight on its cab.

www.ClassicToyTrains.com
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WHAT YOU’LL NEED:

* Two 5mm High Brightness White LEDs (Radio
Shack part no. 276-0017) containing 2 LEDs.

® One Kilo-ohm "2 watt Carbon Film resistor
(RadioShack Part no. 271-1321) containing 5
1K resistors. (As this went to publication,
parts were still available online through www.
radioshack.com)

® Heat shrinkable tubing for insulation around
LED and resistor leads.

Lionel’s postwar 600-series diesel switchers were, by any estimate, budget locomotives. Adding directional lighting is a
fairly simple upgrade that will make them look right at home with newer switchers containing more modern electronics.

Motor operation with reverse
unit in reverse operation

Field
V}nding A@ature
_r% K
d Resistor

Motor operation with reverse
unit in forward operation

Field LD

Winding
/ light
= ~
(—% Armature K
o Resistor
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switcher (PHOTO 2). The
LED was easily inserted
into the switcher shell.

I then soldered the 1K
resistor end to the field
winding solder point on
the armature plate (note,
the other end of the field
winding is always
grounded) and the LED
end to the yellow wire
brush attachment.

If you connected the
LED to the other brush
connector, it would light
when the engine ran in
reverse (PHOTO 3).

The figures at left show
operation in reverse (no
light), operation in for-
ward (with light on), as

well as the circuit diagram
of current flow between
the field winding and the
armature.

Finally, be sure to view
the brief online extra
video showing this modi-
fied 600-series NW2
engine in operation.

I plan to add a light in
the cabin to facilitate
operation in reverse.

Since these are LEDs,
the current draw is mini-
mal and does not affect
operation.

The 1K resistor (also
known as a “pull-up” resis-
tor) is used to limit cur-
rent through the LED to
prevent burnout.

Who knows what other
creative things can be
done? With a three-lead
LED supporting two col-
ors, you could have the
LED light up white in for-
ward and red in reverse.

In the future, I plan to
do this for two-position
reverse units in locomo-
tives such as Lionel’s no.
614 Alaskan RR switcher.
— Jim Bielanski

Greenberg’s Repair and
Operating Manual for Lio-
nel Trains 1945-1969 is a
great source for postwar
repair information. Order
online at www.kalmbach-
hobbystore.com.


http://www.radioshack.com
http://www.radioshack.com
http://www.kalmbach-hobbystore.com
http://www.kalmbach-hobbystore.com
http://www.kalmbach-hobbystore.com
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WITH BOB KELLER

Norfolk Southern salute

O GAUGE VETERANS RECOGNITION SD60E BY MTH

he Norfolk Southern is a proud

railroad with a tradition of

saluting its past and present in

the form of custom-painted

locomotives. We saw this with
its famed heritage series, which re-created
the liveries of predecessor railroads on its
most modern locomotion.

In 2012 the NS decided to salute Amer-
ica’s veterans with a uniquely designed
paint scheme applied to SD60E no. 6920.
The project was intended to “honor peo-
ple who had served in the military and
reserves, especially those employed by the
railroad” At the time, 14 percent of the
railroad’s workers were veterans.

The locomotive and its patriotic
scheme operated throughout the eastern
half of the United States. The special diesel
might be seen beyond, depending on
power swaps with other lines.

The unique decoration combined
patriotic colors with the standard NS black
and logo on half the body. Intertwined red
and white streamers broke the flow of the

black and transitioned the body forward
to blue. The cab roof and front pilot were
red, and the nose striping was white. The
yellow ribbon logo and the words, “Hon-
oring our veterans,” were a little behind
the center of the body. All painting and
decoration on our O gauge version were
superbly executed, especially the smaller
placards on the body.

THE SD60E

If the designation SD60E is unfamiliar,
don’t worry. It is, thus far, exclusive to the
Norfolk Southern, which has taken previ-
ously purchased SD60 diesels and rebuilt
them with a Norfolk Southern-designed
“Crescent” wide-body cab, upgraded elec-
tronics, and a power boost from 3,800 to
4,000 horsepower. Since 2010 more than
130 diesels have been rebuilt.

This O gauge model from MTH Elec-
tric Trains is one of those rare diesels with
such an astonishing number of detail
points it rivals a steam locomotive for
“things to look at”

MR
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The Norfolk Southern salutes veterans with
this SD60E diesel, shown at the railroad’s
Altoona shop. Norfolk Southern photo

The pilot is painted red, and you’ll find
a red uncoupler arm resting atop the cou-
pler. The pilot has six multiple-unit/air
lines, three on each side of the coupler.
You'll also find two steps cast into the pilot
next to each group of cables. The black
steps are accented with yellow to match
the yellow handrails crew members use to
hoist themselves aboard. The deck has

www.ClassicToyTrains.com 57
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The Norfolk Southern’s SD60E has a patriotic color combination. The cab’s crown (top
left) is a reproduction of the industry’s new Positive Train Control antenna array
mandated by the federal government in hopes of reducing train-to-train collisions.

safety tread texture, and two ditch lights
are affixed to the deck.

The low hood looks a bit boxier than is
typical of many modern locomotives. A
door is mounted in the center of the nose,
and you’ll find sand filler caps on the cor-
ners. On the front are steps/grab irons,
and several more are on top of the hood.

The cab has front and rear side mir-
rors, and you'll find plastic windows in the
panes. Sunshades are mounted above the
side windows. The front windows have
twin wiper arms. The roof overhangs the
front of the forward windows, and there
are two lights as well as illuminated num-
ber boards. Just up and above the number
boards are grab irons.

There are two crew figures inside the
cab. The cab’s standout features, though,
are the curious gray slabs on top. Each has
its own set of four lift rings, some knobs,
and what appear to be radio antennas.
These are the locomotive’s Positive Train
Control (PTC) antenna array, reflecting a
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recently enacted federal safety require-
ment intended to prevent train-to-train
accidents. Wouldn't surprise me if some
clever Johnnie began to produce retrofit
kits for older locomotives.

Following the roofline behind the cab,
you’'ll find a see-through screen with fan
blades. There are spots for a crane to lift
this section. Right behind this are two
solid screens that bulge out at the sides.
Three lift rings are on top of this section.
The exhaust (smoke unit) is just beyond
that point.

You’ll then encounter the horn and
three more fan housings. Below them, on
the sides, are two see-through screens.

The side detailing is nice. The doors,
latches, and hinge detail are raised enough
to easily feel with your finger. While the
body has a busy livery, it is accented with
a large number of safety tags.

The end of the long hood has grab
irons going to the top of the hood. There
is a sand filler cap up top, and V-shaped
grab irons for use by the hostler pouring
the sand. On the rear deck ditch lights are
configured much like the front pilot.

The die-cast metal fuel tank has red
accented caps and a sight gauge, and the
die-cast metal trucks are beautifully cast.
The speaker is housed in the fuel tank.

The Norfolk Southern SD60E with its
Crescent cab (and PTC antennas) is a
good-looking O gauge locomotive that has
some interesting angles and nice detail
points. The salute to veterans on the car-
body is a bonus. This MTH diesel will
look great on the point of a military train,
regardless of the era of the train.

ONTHE TEST TRACK

On starting up, the model has a deep,
throaty sound. The horn sounds good,
and the bell is suitably clangy!

The locomotive was smooth in all
speed ranges, and I'd use the word “glide”
to describe its low-speed operation. The
only thing missing when it rolled past me
was the hefty ker-thunk of steel wheels
jolting over a rail joint.

Our command-mode low-speed aver-
age was 5.9 scale mph, while the conven-
tional low speed was 6.8 scale mph. Our
high-speed average was 71.9 scale mph.
Drawbar pull was 1 pound, 9.6 ounces.

The Norfolk Southern’s livery is a nice
way to honor American veterans, and the
paint scheme is as distinctive as the carrier
has fielded.

But we don’t buy our locomotives just
to look at; we buy them to pull trains, and
having a fun sound package is a great plus.
The Norfolk Southern SD60E from MTH
is a fine addition to any fleet of O gauge
modern power. — Bob Keller

O GAUGE SD60E DIESEL FROM MTH ELECTRIC TRAINS

Price: $499.95 (no. 20-20594-2) Min Curve: O-42 Cmd Low: 5.9 smph Cnv

Low: 6.8 smph High: 71.9 smph Drawbar pull: 1 Ib., 9.6 oz. Features: Two
can-style motors, ProtoSound 3.0 command and sound system, smoke unit,
coil couplers Current production road name: Norfolk Southern
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WATER MODELING SYSTEM FROM WOODLAND SCENICS

oodland Scenics
just may be the
scenery supplier
to the world.
Anyone needing to make scen-
ery for a display, slot-car track,
school project, or battlefield to
display model tanks will bene-
fit from its many products.

Water is something Wood-
land Scenics has helped to
make easier to model. For
years, it has marketed a line of
products for modeling water
and water effects. As you've
seen on many layouts featured
in Classic Toy Trains, ripples,
waves, and waterfalls look bet-
ter when realistically replicated
instead of going with my own
favorite method - just using
cobalt blue paint!

We received a box from
Woodland Scenics, and it con-
tained two versions of the
Deep Pour Water kit: nos.
CW4510 Clear, and CW4511
Murky, for $29.99 each.

You can also buy coloring
pigments to give water depth
and texture, colors to represent
bottom silt, as well as liquids
for waves and ripples.

What prompted my review
was the 32-page manual.

What?! Even considering pages
12 through 31 were foreign
language instructions, I
thought it looked mighty com-
plex. SPOILER ALERT: It isn't.

I went to a grocery store
and bought a foil cake pan.
Next, I got some aquarium
gravel. I figured I'd make a
small, rocky spot where the
currents of the shore or per-
haps a river cause junk to wash
up. I poured in the gravel, and
added junk styrene, old vehicle
tires, and the roof of a broken
wishing well.

GETTING STARTED

You need to prepare. Seal
the water cavity so the liquid
won't flow through. This can be
done with anything from plas-
ter cloth to aluminum foil.
Unless you want to buy this
product by the case, I recom-

mend modeling shallow and
not very deep water. And be
sure to fill the bottom with
rocks, stones, and debris. You
can use pigments if you want
the water to look deeper.

The box comes with all you
need (except for a bowl or con-
tainer for real water), from
measuring cups and stir sticks
to plastic gloves (be sure to use
these stirring may get messy).

THE BASICS

Determine the quantity of
liquid you will need (the man-
ual has guidance on this). You
will need to mix the water lig-
uid with an activator. The ratio
is 2 parts water to 1 part acti-
vator. There is a table showing
what you need by milliliter (for
example, if you need 180 ml,
you’ll pour 120 ml water base
and 60 ml of the activator).

f

DEEP POUR WATER SOLUTION
FROM WOODLAND SCENICS

Price: $29.99 each (nos. CW4510 clear water/ CW4511
murky water) Features: One bottle of water base, one
bottle of activator, two measuring cups, two pairs of
plastic gloves, two stir sticks, instruction booklet.

ﬁ
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DEEP POUR
W

Put the bottles of water base
and activator in the air-tight
bag included. Place them in a
container of hot (not scalding)
water for 10 minutes. Remove
the bottles from the bag, and
slowly tilt the bottles back and
forth for 5 minutes.

Measure the base and acti-
vator in each of the two cups
provided. Pour one into the
other and gently stir for 5 min-
utes. If you use water pigments,
you'll need to add them about
1 minute into the stirring.

Woodland Scenics states
you have about 20 minutes to
pour the concoction. It advises
waiting about four hours
before adding another layer of
water base to enable the layers
to better bond.

THE OUTCOME

My project turned out fairly
well. If T had planned better, I
would have made a cup or bar-
rier to more tightly contain the
solution (and use less).

The water was crystal clear
and looked wet. The white
color in the photo is from the
photo studio’s lighting.

The highest compliment I
can give it is that after letting
the water sit, it still looked
clear and fluid. I was pleased
that it was rock solid when I
tilted it to the side. The Wood-
land Scenics water solution is a
relatively easy way to make
your water effects. — Bob

www.ClassicToyTrains.com 59



http://www.ClassicToyTrains.com

PRODUCT REVIEWS

Salt for your pretzels

O GAUGE MORTON SALT FACTORY FROM MENARDS

f you turned back the clock 10 or 15

years and asked me to draw up a list of

industrial structures that would be

made for O gauge, I'd never have writ-
ten down, “salt plant” So when I opened
the box and saw the Morton Salt factory, I
was blown away - in part because while I
recognized the brand, I still wondered,
“What the heck is this?” The dimensions
and detailing of the new model from Men-
ards left me thinking, “I have to find a
place for this ... whatever it does”

The arrival of the Morton Salt factory
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from the Menards home-improvement
chain establishes a new expectation by
hobbyists for large industrial structures.
They must have a compact footprint, a
unique design, and an amazing array of
safety and security lighting.

This structure is similar to the massive
American Power & Light building from
Menards. Both tall models have a modest
footprint and an open bay to run trains

through (or park for loading) in their core.

Three things that make this factory
stand out are the “plug-in side” control

\N
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O GAUGE MORTON
SALT FACTORY FROM
MENARDS

Price: $99.99 (no. 279-3847)
Footprint: Approximately 10% x
11 inches and 15% inches tall
Features: Fully assembled,
worker and dog figures, two
large Morton Salt flashing lights,
rooftop warning lights, and secu-
rity and interior lighting (power
supply not included)

s J

The Morton Salt factory is a colorful and
unique structure that is distinctive and
gives your O gauge hopper cars a place
to pick up or drop off cargo.

room or office; wonderful network of yel-
low steps, decks, and ladders surrounding
the structure; and two animated Morton
Salt signs above the rail entrances. They
are instantly recognizable, and the visual
impact is pretty darned good.

The building is designed for pull-
through rail loading and has an approxi-
mate footprint of 10% x 11 inches, and it
measures about 15% inches high.

The base has greenery installed. You’ll
find workers wearing high-visibility gear
around the structure. Oh yes, Jack the
German Shepherd is parked at a strategic
point to receive pets from the workers.

If youre concerned about a rise in your
track when you feed it over the base, you
can approach it in two ways. Either cut the
base out in the throughway so the track is
on top of the tabletop, or cut a section of
longer track and remove the ties that will
be on the base (remember to leave ties on
the end entering the loading area).

Exterior security and interior lights
give the structure a neat appearance in
dim light. As mentioned, two large Mor-
ton Salt signs flash and have chase lighting
for the grains of salt falling from the salt-
box. And don't overlook the red safety
beacons on top of the building.

This is truly a structure unlike any
other available O gauge building, whether
ready-made or in kit form. The shape,
color, and external detailing will make you
ponder acquiring it even if you are on a
low-sodium diet! — Bob



Subscribe to
Classic Toy Trains!

Call 1-800-533-6644 or visit

ClassicToyTrains.com today!

NYERGES BOLT & SCREW CO.
A Division of L & L MTC Ltd.
We have purchased Ted Nyerges’ screw & small parts
business. We now offer screws, small parts, rivets, and
other necessary items for the repair and maintenance of
LIONEL trains. Our price list is posted on our website.
LEN CARPARELLI ¢ L & LMTC LTD [ttt
(201) 438-1266 « www.lencarparelli.com EIUEETIII

LEN CARPARELLI

JACCURATENAUTHENTIC, PROFESSIONAL
IRESTORATIONS SINCE 1972.

L&L"h’ll"(’)dg':Tram Restoration Co.
www.LenCarparelli.com

1 Orient Way, Suite F-348, Rutherford, NJ 07070 e (201) 438-1266
Visit our website to download our free catalog.

www.raildesignservices.com

We design model railroad layouts in any scale or revamp
any existing track plans to suit your specific requirements.
Custom railroad graphics, structure and car building.

Let us brmg your dream rallroad to Ilfg'

ChooChooAuctions.com

The premier site for serious train collectors,
whether you are buying or selling!

Easy to use. Friendly, fast, and fun.
Please stop by and say hi! every da !

www.choochooauctions.com

Arkansas Traveler Hobbies

Located in the heart of Bald Knob
Visit our 100 year old 1915 MoPac Depot,
| and Regional Rail Museum

400 Market Street » Bald Knob, AR 72010
~ 501-RAILFAN (724-5326)
athtrains@yahoo.com

Milllowse Rivevr Studio

2541 River Rd., Niagara Falls, NY 14304 Division of Studio Z

Scale Brass Details
uto or Manual Indexing

Bring Your Layoul to Life Based on Time
>

Now
1
Avallable Layout Time Al imation Control

(716) 8S30-526 7
www.studiozphoto.com/millhouse.html

Aluminum
Construction

TRAINS

Visit us online for great savings!

www.tandkhobby.com

“Your S-Gauge
Specialists !”

ON-LINE AMERICAN
FLYER PARTS CATALOG

Port Lines

HOBBY

www.portlines.com

doug@portlines.com
(978) 465-8798

AF, Lionel, MTH, Am. Models,
& other S-gauge products!

Crushed Granite BAl.l.AST

Denms Brennan says,

“It ain’t chicken grit!” &i
Brennan’s Model Railroading

P.0. Box 520174 Independence, MO 64052 e (816) 252-4605

Train Depot
Quality New &
Used Train Sales
www.JT Trains.com

Lowest Price Guarantee
Service, Repair & Upgrades for most manufacturers
We Also Buy Train Collections, 540-878-0397

HENNING'S TRAINS

Serving the Model Railroader Since 1939
Pre-War/Post-War Paris

(OLLECTOR (OLDA PAINT
Model Engineering Works
Toy Train Restoration Products

128 SOUTH LINE ST. - LANSDALE, PA-215-362 - 2442

WWW.HENNINGSTRAINS.COM

“The Easy Way
To Assemble &
Disassemble
Track.”

The T-tracker 1
draws track together
for perfect electrical continuity for smoother
running trains. Excellent also for holding
sections of track for sawing.

For information and order form, please send a
self-addressed stamped envelope to:

Dept. 2
Eracker ]

244 SE 5th
Troutdale, OR 97060
Ttracker2@aol.com

(503) 667-2444

STOCKYARD EXPRESS LLC

OBERLIN, OHIO (440-774-2131)

www.stockyardexpressllc.com

MTH Custom Run - Taking Orders
30-20399-1 NKP H10-44 (#125) $329.95
20-61035 US Army Hospital Ward Car $99.99
NKP Road 40’ AAR Express
Boxcar - Silver $69.95 ea

20-93718 (#8502) or
20-93719 (8503)

SrTocKYARD.
Exeress

Tinplate Repair Parts, Light Bulbs & Supplies
for Dealers, Collectors and Operators!
SUPER-FLEXIBLE WIRE for pick-up rollers, and...

LIONEL-TYPE

2,3,4,5 and 6-WIRE

FLAT CABLE

Wire samples, complete price list — large SSAE
WIRE-Plex™
P.O. Box 158-CW, Hubertus, WI 53033
Phone: (262) 628-1544 - Fax: (262) 628-2651

Explore VIR Video Plus on DVD!

JUST $12.99 EACH! QuANTITIES ARE LIMITED!

Watch your favorite videos on your TV or any other DVD-capable device.

These DVD installments are the perfect way to learn new model railroading
skills and discover quick tips that the experts use. In our extensive DVD
collection, you'll find hours of coverage on the most practical topics.

Purchase today at KalmbachHobbyStore.com/MRVPDVD

*Shipping price not included. Sales tax where applicable.

www.ClassicToyTrains.com
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

This section is open to anyone who wants to sell or buy toy trains contact for information. Name, daytime telephone number and street
merchandise. CLASSIC TOY TRAINS reserves the right to edit address of the person providing the information is also required but need
undesirable copy or to refuse listing. not be included in the ad. Unless otherwise requested, ads will be
Word Rate per issue: 1 insertion — $1.06 per word, 5 insertions — $1.00 published in the issue month that the event occurs in. Additional months
per word, 9 insertions — 92¢ per word. $25 minimum order per issue.  are available at the $35 per issue fee. Please specify issue date(s).
Payment must accompany the ad. To receive the discount you must order All copy is set in standard 6 point type. First several words only set in
and prepay for all ads at one time. Count all initials, single numbers, bold face. If possible, ads should be sent typewritten and categorized to
groups of numbers (i.e. 4-6-4 or K4’s), names, address number, street ensure accuracy.

number each as one word. Example: R. Meister, 400 E Depot Ave., - f
Waukesha, WI 53187 would count as 8 words. EgirngTaTP‘so?ré\ga;einrggg:d:dY;{alesat?:eftu;g:jsrgsas?elephone number and when

Events Rate: $35 per issue (55 word maximum). Ads will contain the  ggnp yQUR ADS TO: Classic Toy Trains — Classified Advertising
following information about the event: state, city, sponsoring organization 51927 Grossroads Gircle, P.0. Box 1612 Waukesha, Wi 53187-1612
and name of event, meet, auction or show, dates, location, times,  {.ggg 558-1544 Ext. 815 Fax: 262-796-0126 ’

admission fee, name and/or telephone number and/or email of personto  £_yail- onlineclassads@kalmbach.com

CLOSING DATES: Jan 2017 closes Oct 11, Feb. closes Nov. 8, March closes Dec. 9, May closes Feb. 9, July closes Apr. 12, Sept. closes June 7,
Oct. closes July 12, Nov. closes Aug. 9, Dec. closes Sept. 14.

Events

CA, SACRAMENTO: T.T.O.S. River City Toy Train Meet.
Scottish Rite Center, 6151 H Street, Zip Code: 95819.
Saturday, September 30, 2017, 10:00am-3:00pm. Single
$5.00, Families $9.00, children under 12 free with adult.
Free parking. Contact John DeHaan, 707-642-8023

S Gauge For Sale

AF TRAINS, PARTS, ACCESSORIES. Visit
http://www.trainsmore.com or write for free catalog. Trains &
More, P.O. Box 1751, Manchester, CT 06045-1751.

MASSIVE LIST OF GILBERT AND LIONEL
AMERICAN FLYER, Updated daily. Original boxed sets,
engines, cars, accessories, rare paper, catalogs and more,
including boxed Plasticville, American Flyer and Plasticville
parts. Buying all Flyer. Send $3.00 actual postage, Judy
Hajash, PO Box 5, Augusta, WV 26704-0005. 304-359-2194.

CA, SAN CARLOS: European Train Enthusiasts
(http://www.ete.org) EUROWEST at Hiller Aviation Museum,
San Carlos Airport, 601 Skyway Road, Zip: 94070. July
22-23, 2017, Saturday 10:00am-5:00pm and Sunday
10:00am-4:00pm. Layouts, clinics, vendors, raffle. Admission
(http://www.hiller.org) includes Air Museum, free parking.
Contact Jens Ullmann: eurowest@ete.org

0 Gauge For Sale

LIONEL “SUPER O” TRACKAGE: All items “Sold” &
“Bought.” Super “O" ORIGINAL bus bars. Rudley's Lionel
Super "O" Layout Booklet, Mint, $20.00. Contact Mike at
708-845-0937 or e-mail hspanier@aol.com

FL, DELAND: 60th Florida Railfair Model Train & Railroad
Artifact Show & Sale. Volusia County Fairgrounds (Tommy
Lawrence Arena), 3150 E. New York Ave. (SR 44 and |-4).
Saturday, July 8, 2017, 9:00am-4:00pm. Admission $8.00
(under 12 free). Operating layouts. 300+ tables. Info: Charles
Miller, 3106 N. Rochester St., Arlington, VA 22213.
703-536-2954. E-mail: rrshows@aol.com or www.gserr.com

LIONEL ALL MINT UNLESS NOTED: Boxed Sets:
31742 St. Fe Super Chief with add-on 2 Pack- Sound Car and
B Unit $1,295: 31710 Burlington Northern Coal Train $695:
31773 Norfolk Southern Tank Train $995: 31718 Southern
Pacific Oil Can Set $1,695: 21756 Santa Fe Anniversary Set
$1,795: 29122 Erie Lackawanna F-3 Set $895: 21759 Canadian
Pacific F-3 Set $795: 11195 Neil Young Penna F-3 Set LN
$895: 31791 LionMaster Freight Set $895: 31727 Rio Grande
F-3 Freight Set w/A Unit $795: F-3's: 38144-14541 C&0 ABA
$795: 14500 Kansas City Southern ABA $895: 38103-14520
Texas Special AB $495: 18135-18178 N.Y.C. ABA $595: 18130
Santa Fe ABA $495: 18191 Western Pacific ABA $695: 38197
Southern Pacific Black Widow ABA $595: 11724 Gr. Northern
ABA w/5 pass $995: 38365-38379 Santa Fe Black Bonnet
ABA $795: 18128-18134 Santa Fe AA LN $395: Passenger
Cars: 19154 Atlantic Coast Line $195: 19180 Santa Fe $295:
29129 Texas Special $595: 19166 N. Pacific $275: Misc. &
Add-ons: 39543 Texas Special B $150: 39547 Penna B $195:
18197 W. Pacific B $195: 31711 Wabash AB Split from Set
$395: 31727 Rio Grande 5 Car Freight Set $195: 18108 Gr.
Northern B Unit $100: 38103 Texas Special Powered A Unit
LN $295: 14520 Texas Special R/S B Unit LN $195: 14541
C&O B Unit $275: Have most add-ons for Lionel F-3 sets. Call
for prices. Jim 570-655-4891 Sunday-Thursday 4PM-10PM
EST. C/C, PayPal, Checks O.K.

FL, TALLAHASSEE: 26th Annual Big Bend Model Railroad
Association's Show & Sale. North Florida Fairgrounds, 441
Paul Russell, Buildings 2 (Thomas) & 4. Saturday, June 24,
2017, 9:00am-4:00pm; $6.00 for children 13 & over & adults,
children 12 & under & scouts in uniform free admission.
Information: Andy Zimmerman, 850-524-4399, E -mail:
GNTrainman@comcast.net Website: www.bbmra.org

IA, ELKADER: 5th Annual Model Train Show & Swap Meet.
Johnson's Reception Hall, 916 High St. SE and C J Lanes, 821
High St. NE. August 20, 2017, 10:00am-4:00pm. Admission
$3.00, under 5 free. All scales. Sponsored by Elkader Depot
Project. Contact: L. Lerch, 563-880-2066

NJ, BRICK: National Collector’s Club Show, Elks Lodge,
2491 Hooper Avenue. Brick, NJ 08723. Sunday,
July 23, 2017, 9:00am-2:00pm. Admission: $6.00; under 10
free with adult. John Lalima 732-845-5966. Go to
www.eastcoasttrainparts.com and click on The Brick Show.

WA, TACOMA: Lionel Collectors Club of America will hold
its 47th National Convention July 21 through 30 at Hotel
Murano. Includes area tours, banquets, and train store
exclusively for LCCA members, swap met open to public free
Saturday 9:00am-3:00pm. Details on joining LCCA on club
website. Complete convention details posted on club website
early 2017. Lionelcollectors.org

LIONEL MARX PLASTICVILLE Big list of boxed sets,
engines, cars, etc. Rare paper, catalogs, Lionel O, 027 & HO.
Marx O & HO. Plasticville and Plasticville parts. Send $2.86
actual postage Judy Hajash, PO Box 5, Augusta, WV 26704-
0005. 304-359-2194.

WI, LA CROSSE: Rail Fair, Copeland Park, Rose & Clinton
Streets. July 22, 2017, 10:00am-4:00pm. Admission $5.00,
under 12 free. Railroad Show, Sale & Exhibition. Model, Toy &
Antique Trains & Memorabilia, Railroad Exhibits & Displays.
Information: 4000 Foundation, PO Box 3411, La Crosse, WI

MODERN LIONEL AND WILLIAMS, SSAE for list. Fax
No. 419-478-6856. Blazey, 4807 Lewis Ave., Toledo, OH

0 Gauge Wanted

ALL TRAIN COLLECTORS- We need more trains to
supply our large customer base. Modern era specialists-
Lionel, MTH, K-Line, Williams, Weaver, 3rd Rail, etc. We buy
collections, store inventories, and parts of all sizes and eras.
Send us your list or call us today. We travel extensively all over
the US and Canada. Trainz, 2740 Faith Industrial Dr., Suite
200, Buford, GA 30518. 866-285-5840, Scott@trainz.com
Fax: 770-271-1295.

HONEST, VERY RELIABLE, established buyer of Lionel,
MPC, American Flyer, Ives, Marx and others. | will pay cash for
large or small collections or dealer inventories. Long time
advertiser in this magazine. | want to spend $200,000 this
year. | will travel if merited. Please call or send a list (with your
price if possible). Charles Siegel, 387 Imperial Blvd., Ste. 2,
Cape Canaveral, FL 32920. 321-799-4005. Fax 321-799-4044.

WE BUY ALL COLLECTIONS BIG & SMALL Lionel,
American Flyer, K-Line, Marx, Weaver, Williams, Marklin,
Hornby & more. Ready to travel, 30 years experience,
confidential. Send us your lists today, 306 Sonoma Drive,
Suite 773, Allen, TX 75013. www.txtrains.com
texastrains@yahoo.com Phone: 972-824-7123

WILLIAMS - ILLINOIS CENTRAL F-3 B-Unit. Like New.
2645 County Road 37, Thorsby, AL 35171, 205-755-1840

Miscellaneous For Sale

EMBROIDERED PATCHES. Largest selection of railroad
patches in the world. Over 1,000 designs. Catalog $5.00,
check or money order. The Patch King, Box 145, York Harbor,
ME 03911.

Miscellaneous Wanted

LIONEL ORIGINAL 1907 CATALOG Must be complete.
Call Bernie: 416-726-1469.

MODEL AUTOMOBILE AND TRUCK KITS. Unbuilt or
built. One piece to large collection. Good prices paid. Fred
Sterns, 48 Standish, Buffalo, NY 14216, phone
716-838-6797, fax 716-836-6057, email: fsterns@aol.com

Parts and Accessories For Sale

PARTS CATALOG - LIONEL, AMERICAN FLYER, IVES,
MARX, BUDDY "“L", NOMA STATION, DORFAN, ERECTOR
HUDSON, MPC- 2" Thick, 35,000 Parts Inventory: 700E
Cabs, Frames, Roofs, Controllers, Bodies, Truck Assemblies,
“E" Units, "O0", 55 Airplane, PREWAR-POSTWAR, $25.00
Postpaid. RESTORATION TRAIN PARTS, 135 RICHWOOD
DRIVE, GLOVERSVILLE, NEW YORK, 12078, (518) 725-4446,
(6:00PM-10:00PM). PAYMENTS: MONEY ORDERS.

Books and Magazines

NEW BOOK FOR SALE Southern Pacific "O" Gauge
History Story of “20 STEAM ENGINES AND 7 BRIDGES". It's
called the "PROSPERITY SPECIAL" from 1922. Both Book
and NEW DVD 55 min. at $12.00 postpaid. PRR to CA in 36
days, 3,500 miles, 4,000 tons. It's a story book for all children
to adults, maps, O gauge models, 7 major rivers, backdrops
for geography of United States from PA to LA. 110 color
pages, soft cover, $55.00 postpaid, Curtis Railroad Books,
621 Boccaccio Ave., Venice, CA 90291, 310-821-2950.

Custom Painting & Building

ARTWORKS Kit assembly service, kit bashing, scratch
building service, painting and detailing.

54602, 608-781-9383

43612

972-989-3834, artroberts43@icloud.com

LEADING
MODEL RETAILERS

Dealer Directory spaces are sold on a year’s
basis at $318 per year, nine issues, (payable
in advance), or at $40 per issue (billed to
established accounts for one year minimum).
Ads will be set in standard format typography.
All insertions must be consecutive and may be
invoiced if you have credit established with us.
No mention of mail order business permitted.
Closing dates listed in the Classifieds section.
Call 1-888-558-1544, ext. 815.

ARIZONA ¢ Mesa
SE_eciaIizin? in O, 027, RailKing 1 gauge, MTH,
ionel, Atlas O. Service center on premises.
Email: sales@arizonatraindepot.com
leb; www.arizonatraindepot.com
Call toll free: 877-777-1444 ((?Iosed Sun.)
ARIZONA TRAIN DEPOT
755 E. McKellips Rd. 480-833-9486

CALIFORNIA ¢ Costa Mesa
Lionel, AF, LGB, HO, N, & Playmobil.
New, used, & collectibles.

Buy, sell, trade & repair.
Tue - FHi 12-7, Sat 9-5, Sun 11-3.

THE TRAIN CROSSING
1113 Baker Street, Ste. F 714-549-1596

CALIFORNIA ¢ Westminster (Orange Co.)
Largest Selection of O/G in So. Cal!
Discount Prices, Open 6 Days a Week!
Authorized Lionel, MTH, LGB, PIKO Dealer!
www.milepost38.com

MILEPOST 38 TOY TRAINS
6462 Industry Way 714-892-9471

CALIFORNIA ¢ Burbank
All scales G through N, collectibles old & new.
Authorized LGB, Lionel, MTH & Marklin dealer.
One of the most complete train stores in
So. Calif. UPS worldwide shipper.
Visit our website at www.trainshack.com
THE TRAIN SHACK
1030 N. Hollywood Way 800-572-9929

CALIFORNIA ¢ Pasadena
Model rail specialists since 1951.
LGB, Lionel, O, S, On3, HO, HON3, N, Z.
Comglete stock of brass imports, new & used.
00ks, tools, structures, detail parts.
Open 7 days www.thewhistlestop.com
THE ORIGINAL WHISTLE STOP INC.
2490 E. Colorado Blvd. 626-796-7791

CALIFORNIA ¢ Yuba City

A full service model train Store! Large
inventory, HO, N, O & O27 Tinplate.
Books, vndeps, collectors & gift items.
Repair service. We buy old foy trains.
www.westerndepot.com
. THE WESTERN DEPOT
1650 Sierra Ave. #203 530-673-6776

ARIZONA ¢ Fountain Hills
Lionel Value-Added, K-Line Dealer. Lionel repairs.
The most postwar thru LTI Lionel in AZ. AF, Marx,
LGB, Athearn, G to Z. 35 mi
Mon-Fri 10:00-4:30 & weekends by appt.
Email: totbargin@yahoo.com
BURLING’S TON OF TRAINS
16924 East Colony Drive 480-816-6501

min. from downtown PHX.

CALIFORNIA « Concord

Largest selection in the East Bay. 93 foot
operating HO layout. Buy - sell - trade - consign

- repairs - detail parts in all scales. Lionel.

Discount prices & friendly service.
Website: www.just-trains.com
JUST TRAINS

5650 Imhoff Dr. 925-685-6566

CALIFORNIA ¢ San Mateo

Lionel, Marklin, HO, scales
Domestic and imported trains
Open 7 Days - Call for Hours

www.talbotstoyland.com

TALBOT’S HOBBIES
445 South “B” Street 650-931-8110

COLORADO e Denver (Lakewood)
Formerly Caboose Hobbies, sharlnP our
passion for trains since 1938. All scales and
gauges from Z to G. Custom services include
expert repair and DCC installation.
Open daily or at CabooseHobbies.com

CABOOSE
10800 W. Alameda Ave. 303-777-6766
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CONNECTICUT ¢ Cos Cob

Lionel, HO & N. Lionel authorized dealer
&repalr Plastic, wood Kits, rockets, tools,
structural & diorama supplies.
Special orders welcome.

ANN’S HOBBY CENTER
405 E. Putnam Avenue 203-869-0969

GEORGIA ¢ Watkinsville (Athens)
Lionel and HO Railroadiana
Service and Repair
Open Tues - Sat 9-6
losed Sun - Mon

MEMORY STATION
171 South Main St. 706-769-8986

MICHIGAN ¢ Wyoming
O N and Marx bought and sold
merican Flyer and Lionel also.
Tuesday thru Friday12-6, Saturday 10- 5 Other
hours available by appt Please call.

HOBBY RECYCLING
2313 Lee St. SW 616-257-7155

NEW YORK ¢ North Rose
Lionel MTH Sales and
Lionel Service Station #144
Monday - Friday 9-5, Saturday 10-4
(Saturday hours October - April only)
www.gardnerthetraindoctor.com
GARDNER “THE TRAIN DOCTOR”

8967 Ridge Rd 1miEof14  315-483-6577

CONNECTICUT e Manchester
All scales Z, N, HO, O, 0-27, G, #1, MTH,
Lionel, Markiin, LGB, INaIthers, Arlsto Tr|x étc.
D|g|tal Sales Install Large oger ayou s,
Mon-Wed Th-Fri 1 t-Sun 10-6
www tlmemachlnehobby com
TIME MACHINE HOBBY - NEW ENGLAND HOBBY SUPPLY
71 Hilliard St. 860-646-0610

INDIANA e Atlanta
odel train museum and hobby shop

MTH e Atlas e Lionel ® scenery supplles Layout

construction help / workshop

Club sized 3-rail display layout

mrmuffinstrains.com
MR MUFFIN’S TRAINS

165 East Main St. 765-292-2022

MISSOURI e Saint Louis
Lionel & American Flyer Specialists. Large
selection at discount prices. We buy, sell and
repair. Value-Added Dealer & Service Station.
HERITAGE DEALER www.electrictrainoutlet.
com bob@electrictrainoutlet.com
ELECTRIC TRAIN OUTLET
9517 Page Blvd. 314-428-2211

NEW YORK e Staten Island

We are your source for O 'aa#;e tralns &
accessories. We carl Lionel,
tlas O, Williams & Gargraves.
www.e-zcatch.com e-zcatch@verizon.net

E - Z CATCH TRAIN SHOP
5 Tysen St. 718-727-7373

DELAWARE ¢ Ocean View
~No sales tax at the Delaware seashore.
Lionel new & used . also Atlas, Bachmann,
MTH. We buy used trains. Auth. Lionel repairs.
Large inv entory of used HO trains.
Open Tues-Sat 1 0, Closed Sun & Mon
SEASIDE HOBBIES
15 Daisey Ave. 302-539-1601

INDIANA ¢ Indianapolis
MTH & Lionel trains. Lionel Value Added Dealer.
G scale trains. Books, mags, detail
ga s aints & accessories. 1 block West of
hadel and Ave. on Washington St. Mon-Sat
0:30-6,www. waynestralns biz

TRAIN CENTRAL
6742 E. Washington (U.S. 40) 317-375-0832

MISSOURI ¢ St. Louis
Largest selection of prewar & postwar in
Midwest. L|one| A lyer, Marx, Athearn,

as, elc.
nghest prlce for Iarge collectlons
w.TrainTownstl.c:

TRAIN TOWN
9832 Manchester Road

NORTH CAROLINA e Winston (Salem)
K-Line SuPerstore MTH, Lionel. Large selection
MTH. First in Og
In store layout! Located off I-40. ues -Sat
0am-5pm. E-mail: JKonc52032@aol.com
www.trainloft.com ~Celebrating 20 years!
THE TRAIN LOFT
4007B Country Club Rd. 336-760-9817

FLORIDA ¢ Cape Canaveral

Lionel, American Flyer, MTH
Trains bought and sold
www.traincity.com
www.choochooauctions.com

TRAIN CITY, INC. - CHARLES SIEGEL
387 Imperial Bivd., Ste. 2 321-799-4005

INDIANA « Mlchlg}an Ci
Home of | Love Toy Trains DVDs, Lionel, MTH,
Thomas, toys, and operatmg Iayouts
Lionel Factory Authorized Salés & Service
Mon - Sat10-5 CST Web: tmbv.com
Memorial Day - Labor Day: 7 days 10-5 CST
| LOVE TOY TRAINS - THE STORE
4212 West 1000 North 219-879-2822

314-716-2755
NEVADA e Las Vegas

The area’s most complete L|oneI MPC,
LTI selection. Buy, sell & trade.
Postwar new & used.
Accessories, parts and supplies.

THE TRAIN ENGINEER
2550 Chandler #53 702-597-1754

OHIO ¢ Akron
Akron’s largest old & new Lionel Dealer Auth-
orized Lionel & MTH sales & service stations.
We specialize in MTH DCS and Lionel Com-
mand and Railsounds. We buy, sell, trade &
restore 888-641-5876 EandSHobbies.com
E & S TRAINS AND HOBBIES
980 Kenmore Blvd. 330-745-0785

FLORIDA e Ft. Myers
HO, O scale model railroading.
Paint, tools, scenery, accessories,
& plastic models.

Mon - Sat 10:00am-6:00pm: Closed Sun
www.metrotrainsandhobbies.com
METRO TRAINS & HOBBIES

12951 Metro Parkway 239-332-0422

IOWA ¢ Dubuque

MTH, K-Line, W|II|ams Llonel Gargraves,
New &((:Jsed Authorized MTH L|one|4SerV|ce
on -
sklppert|m99@gmall com

. _CATHY’S TREASURES
Electric RR Dealer/Upgrades 563-590-5318

NEVADA e Las Vegas

Big selection of HO, N and Lionel O Gaugte
trains. Only 7 miles west of the Las Vegas strip.
www.westsidetrainslv.com

WESTSIDE TRAINS
2960 S. Durango #117 702-254-9475

OHIO ¢ Cleveland

Cleveland’s largest Lionel dealer. MTH,
Williams, Flyer and Marx. Lot sa old stuff. Expert
rain repairs, All credit cards.

Call for hours.

TRADING POST TRAIN SHOP
4394 Pearl Rd. 216-661-7300

FLORIDA e Lantana (West Palm area)

Full I|ne Hobby Shogs emalnzmg |n Trains.
Mon - 2-4
www,depofl hobb hop com
1/2 mile east of I-95 exit #61.

THE DEPOT HOBBY SHOP
518 W. Lantana Rd. 561-585-1982

KANSAS ¢ Overland ParkS(KC Area)

&
Lionel, IVITH AJF, Marklin, LGB & more!
New, Uséd & V|ntage Extensive scenew line.
Repair, custom work & layou
www.fredstrainshop. com
FRED’S TRAIN SHOP
9322 W. 87th St. 913-383-3500

NEW HAMPSHIRE ¢ Hampton Falls

Large selection of MTH-RailKing, Lionel,
Atlas engmes rolling stock & accessories.
n 7 daysa week 10-5.

BRENTWOOD ANTIQUES
106 Lafayette Rd. 603-929-1441

OHIO ¢ Oberlin gN Cleveland)
MTH Service Cen
Authorized dealer for M(;I'H L|one| Atlas Closed

Su
30 miles west of Cleveland off State Rte. 20
w.stockyardexpress.com
STOCKYARD EXPRESS
49293 Plate Rd. 440-774-2131

FLORIDA ¢ Miami
Lar est train store in the South.
ionel, H & N. F|ve
Iayouts pen Mon 11
' Sht 9-6, Sun (Nov-Jan) lo 1.

READY TO ROLL
831 NW 143rd Street 305-688-8868

eratm

Tues ri 10-

MAINE ° York

Model trains & slot cars. Most scales available.
Accessories & services. New, pre-owned &
vintage. Worklnq layout! Open 7 days 10-5

www.yorkvillagemarketplace.com

YORK VILLAGE MARKETPLACE
891 U.S. Route 1 207-363-4830

NEW HAMPSHIRE ¢ Nashua

Atlas, Lionel, MTH, Williams, LGB, most HO
makers. Any item in any scale can be ordered at

very compétitive prices.
Used trains bought and sold. Repairs done.
E-mail: "nerr@comcast.net
NEW ENGLAND RAILROAD

89 Main St 603-791-0080

OREGON e Portland
Full service train shoE
Llonel 3-Rail, American Flyer
sed- buy consignments
T-F 10- 6 Sat 10 5, Sun 12-4, Closed Monda
WWW. hobbysmlth com 1-877-284-191
E HOBBY SMITH
1809 NE Cesar Chavez Blvd.  503-284-1912

FLORIDA ¢ Pensacola
Competitive prices, friendly service.
All makes & models, trains & accessories
Z-G. Llonel Micro-Train, MTH Dealer
w.trainsb ]ohnson
D|rect|ons Old Palafox St. at 10 M|Ie Rd.
AINS BY JOHNSON
10412 N. Palafox Hwy. 850-478-8584

MARYLAND ¢ Hagerstown
One of the largest operatlngﬂraln Iaéouts and
museum MTH;, Llone scenery,
gt;azmes videos. Thomas, Brio, Rokenbok
Sys em LloneI/AF iogo stools. Call for hours.
w.the-train-room.com
THE TRAIN ROOM
360 S. Burhans Blvd. 301-745-6681

NEW JERSEY ¢ Columbus
Authorlzed Lionel Dealer
- Sell - Rep
Loca ed in Columbus Market
Thur. & Sat. 8-7:30, Fri. 10-7:30, Sun. 8-4:30

COLUMBUS TRAINS & HOBBIES
2919 Rt. 206, Store 310 609-518-1800

OREGON e Portland
Your complete model railroad store.
au es Z throug h G
Lioi tlas
Mon - Fri 10~ 6 a t 10-5, Closed Sunday
WWW.WSOr.Com
WHISTLE STOP TRAINS
11724 SE Division St. 503-761-1822

FLORIDA e Sarasota
Trains, trains, train
Model ra||road|ng at its best
Visit us in the store or
on the Web at www.gcmrr.com
Open Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 10-5.
GULF COAST MODEL RAILROAD INC.
3222 Clark Rd # 72 41-953-9303

MASSACHUSETTS . Duxbury

G-1-0-S-HO-N -
Buy - Sell - Trade New - Used Repairs
Marklin Dealer
Wednesday - Sunday 11-6

DUXBURY GREEN, INC.
382 Kingstown Way (Rt. 53) ’781-585-2164

NEW JERSEY ¢ Mountain Lakes
Northern NJ’s |argest train store.
Factory authorized Lionel sales, service,
and parts. Old Lionel trains bolﬁ/?[l;t and sold.
LGB, Atlas, Life-Like, K.
Authorized Walther's dealer.

THE TRAIN STATION
PO Box 381, Romaine Rd. 973-263-1979

PENNSYLVANIA e Blue Ridge Summit
The Exclusive model railroad store.
0_G, we stock it all.

S a weel
Only minutes from Frederick, MD.
www.mainlinehobby. nef
MAINLINE HOBBY SUPPLY
15066 Buchanan Trail E. 717-794-2860

FLORIDA . Tampa Bay - Plnellas Park
2600 sq, ft. Showroom. Lionel & MTH Dealer
NEW, USED, BUY/SELL * Al Gauges Z thru G

Over 6,000 Parts. Repair Services. ralns Track,

Séts, Scenic SuPplles Tues - Sat 10-6
www.zitniktrains.com
ZITNIK TRAINS
5193 73rd Ave. N. 727-201-9668

MASSACHUSETTS * Lexington
s and service, factoa/ experienced.
Parts list availablé $2.00. Tue - Fri 9-5.
"The Coupler”, repair hints, back issues.
Email: dave@drtinkertrains.com
http://www.drtinkertrains.com
DR. TINKER’S ANTIQUE TOY TRAINS
1 Belfry Terrace 781-862-5798

NEW JERSEY e Point Pleasant Beach

Authorized MTH & LIONEL Dealer. Walthers e
Atlas * Atlas O. Sun-Thur 10-6, Fri-Sat 10-8
www.thetrainroomnj.com
THE TRAIN ROOM
715 Arnold Ave. 732-892-5145

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Broomall
Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, Atlas & MTH
Standard, O & S gauges
bought Sold & traded. Auth. service s atlon
Mon, Wed, Fri 10-9, Tue & Thu 10-7, Sat 10-5
www.nstrains.com
NICHOLAS SMITH TRAINS
2343 West Chester Pike 610-353-8585

FLORIDA » Tampa Bay Area (Largo)
Buying, selling, repairing, consignments.
Old ashloned customer service guaranteed.
Llonel MTH N, large postwar parts.
MTH Serv Sta Open Tue - Sat, Closed
Sun & Mon WwW.AA odeITralnRepalrcom
AA MODEL TRAIN REPAIR
8340 Ulmerton Rd., #222 727-698-7496

MICHIGAN e Bridgeport
Scales Z to G. All at discount prices.
Am. Models Aristo. Athearn Atlas, Bachmann
Con-Cor, IHG, USA, Kadee.

K-Line, Lionel, MTH Walthers I_GB
www.jvrailroad.com
JUNCTION VALLEY RR HOBBY SHOP
7065 Dixie Hwy. 989-777-3480

NEW JERSEY ¢ Somerville
Full line all scales N thru G.
Specializing in serV|ce
Tues to Fr| 1 am - 7
Sat 11 am - é) SP
www.biglittle. com Fax # 90 685-8894
THE BIG LITTLE RAILROAD SHOP
63 West Main St. 908-685-8892

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Greensburg
Authorized Dealer of Lionel, Atlas-O, MTH. N to
rack, Remotes, Bui |ngts Accessones Buy,
Sell, Trade, Repalr pm 5,500+
SqFt. Exclusively Tra|ns| 20 000+ items

BRADY’S TRAIN OULET
1046 S. Main Street 724-838-8448

GEORGIA e Atlanta (Lilburn)
Lionel Train Top 10 Dealer
Train Mega Deal
400 s.f. Iayout HUGE selection, serwce repair
8acgstat|on .com

LEGA C STATION TRAINS
4153 Lawrenceville Hwy., #12 770-339-7780

MICHIGAN e Fraser
Long term experience with customer service.
We service the products we sell and are here to
help you. 7,000 sq ft of retail space.

Stcp in or visit www. dhobbyshop com
Open -F10-8 Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5 EST
P&D HOBBY SHOP
31280 Groesbeck Hwy. 586-296-6116

NEW JERSEY ¢ Totowa

Lionel, K-Line, Gargraves.
Authorized Lionel'service station.
New and used bought and sold.

WALKER’S HARDWARE
294 Union Blvd. 973-942-2694

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Hanover
Lionel, American Flyer & MTH
New Llonel & MTH at discount prlces Standard
& S gauges bought, sold &
re) alred uthorized serwce station.
20 min. from York PA. Tue-Sat 12-6

TOY TRAINS UNLIMITED
28 York

GEORGIA e Atlanta #Rwerdale)
Atlanta’s Finest Shop for serious modelers!
Quality items in aI scales at fair prices,
Service - Repairs. Over 34 years of quality
service.Close to all Interstate Hwy
8-min. from Atlanta Airport. Tues-Sat 10-5:30
RIVERDALE STATION
6632 Hwy. 85 Riverdale Plaza 770-991-6085

MICHIGAN e Saginaw
Personallze Customer Service!

Trains & Accessories N to
Author|zed Llonel/ -Line, MTH, DIGITRAX
Sales & Service - over 12,000 parts
www.traindoctor.com
BRASSEUR ELECTRIC TRAINS
410 Court Ave. 989-793-4753

NEW JERSEY e Trenton/Ewing
Lionel Value-Added Dealer.
Authorized Service Station.
Lionel, MTH, Wllllams Weaver K- L|ne
GarGraves. New & 0&027
Glen Roc Shoppmg Center
TRAINS & THINGS
246 Scotch Rd. 609-883-8790

717-637-4717
PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Imperial (P
Pittsburgh’s largest MTH
Lionel, K-line, Atlas , Gargraves USA Train
Scener supplies for H and G G gauges.
Buy, sell, trade old tralns Expert repair ser
vice. Tue-Sat 10-6. www.imperialtrainco.com
IMPERIAL TRAIN COMPANY
450 Penn Lincoln Dr. 724-695-7552

GEORGIA ¢ Braselton
argains Galore!
Located 1/2'mile off |-85 exit 129.
Featuring HO, O, t oys and d|e cast items from

Trai
Hours: Mon - Sat 10 6, Sun 1-5

ANTIQUE MALL TRAINS
5134 Georgia 53 706-654-3693

MICHIGAN e Traverse City

Let your imagination run wild!
Z to G, Lionel, scenery, tools,
structures, scratchbuilding supplles,
special orders, ships, armor, cars, more..

TRAINS & THINGS HOBBIES
210 East Front St. 231-947-1353

NEW YORK e Ardsle
Lionel, MTH & Atlas
Lionel Authorized Service Center
Discount Pricin

TOM’S TRAINS AT ARDSLEY
686 Saw Mill River Road 914-329-0354

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ New Castle
Buy/sell/trade, re a|r all types of trains.
iant Lionel villa dlsplay during
the holiday season ovem er - January
for hours.
WWW., undergroundrrsho .com
THE UNDERGROUND RR SHOPPE
1906 Wilmington Rd. 724-652-4912

GEORGIA * Buford (Atlanta)
Quality, Selection & Service.
Discount r|C|ng in all scales.

on - Ul
Across from NS Mainline i Downtown Buford
Web store at: www.trainmastermodels.com
TRAINMASTER MODELS
601 East Main St. 678-546-3600

MICHIGAN e Troy
FORMERLY MERRI-SEVEN e NEW LOCATION
All scales Z thru G, new and used
Complete selection of RR ezﬁupment/supplles
BUY o SELL * REPAI RTS
Tues - Fri 11-7, Sat. 11-6
EMPIRE TRAINS & HOBBIES
3278 Rochester Rd. 248-680-6500

NEW YORK Hurle

Trains- Z, N, HO, S, O, G scale, models
rockets, hobby supplles I_|oneI & MTH autnor—
ized dealer Four working layouts. Re dpa|rs buy/

sell. Open 7 days. An old-fashione general
ore www hurleycountrystore.bl

HU Y COUNTRY ST OREI [o]

2 Wamsley PI. (Old Hurley) 845-338-4843

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Palmyra

Lionel, American Flyer, HO, G,
Plasticville, scenery, accessories.
Authorized'Lionel sales & service.

www.palmyratrainshop.com

THE TRAIN SHOP
20 Willow St. 717-838-8101
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RETAIL DIRECTORY

PENNSYLVANIA e Philadelphia (Feasterville)
Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, MTH, Marklin,
Bachmann, Williams. HO, N'& Z.

We buy, sell & repair. Mon-Fri 12-8; Sat 10-5
www.JoesTrainStation.com

JOE’S TRAIN STATION
21 East Street Rd. 215-322-5182

TEXAS ¢ Dallas
Off|0|al Lionel Layout Builder Since 2001
Traingineer sl op/showroom includes;
Custom Layouts, Modulars, Model Stations,
Bridge Kits...come see...there’s always
something new!ll www. TrainWorxStore.com
TW_TRAINWORX
2808 McGowan St. 877-881-4997

WASHINGTON e Burien (Seattle)

Close to SEA-TAC airport - short drive from
downtown Seattle. New & vintage electric trains
in all scales, Tues - Sat 11-6
www.electrictrainshop.com

THE ELECTRIC TRAIN SHOP
625 SW 152nd St. 206-244-7077

CANADA-ON ¢ Dunrobin (Ottawa)

New & used Lionel, MTH, Marx, AF. Trains &
accessories for the Collector & %perator bought
& sold. Walther’s dealer Lionel Orders

1-888-MALWOOD (toll free)
e-mail: malwoodstatlon rogers.com
MALWOOD STATION
1169 Murphy Side Rd. 613-832-1374

PENNSYLVANIA e Strasburg
From trains to diecast to scenery, everything for
the layout builder. Open 7 days a week:

Buy, sell, trade used’ i Located adjacent
0 Cho 00 Barn. www.etrainshop.com
STRASBURG TRAIN SHOP
226 Gap Road 7-687-0464

VA ¢ Ashland (Richmond)

OPEN 7 DAYS MON - SAT: 10-7; SUN: 11-4
Authorized Dealer Most Brands'& Repairs
ew & Vintage ALL SCALES, Special Orders

1-95 Exit 9. B West 1.2 mi to CSX Tracks

TINY TIM’S TOYS & TRAINS
104 S. Railroad Ave. 804-368-0063

WASHINGTON e Kirkland
Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, HO, N.
Buy, sell, and repair.
Supplying ail yOI.'J\;I rallrcs>ad|ng needs.

WWW. east3|detra|ns com

EASTSIDE TRAINS, INC.
217 Central Way ’425-828-4098

CANADA-ON e Fergus
Model Trains for Be |nners to the Experts
Buy, Sell, Trade, Repair

Lionel/MTH Auth. Sales & Sérvice Centers
www.lioneltrains.ca
2B IN TRAINS
6168 Road 29 519-787-3280

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Zelienople

Lionel, MTH, Atlas O, Ross Custom Switches
GarGraves, Woodland Scenics
Please call or visit our website for hours
www.cttrains.com

CT MCCORMICK HARDWARE HOBBY DIVISION
147 S. Main St. 452-6130

VIRGINIA « Manassas
Northern Virginia’s largest & most complete
train store or new vgently used Lionel,
Bach mann e carry Standard,
o, O 27, S, HO & N. Expert repairs.
dandhtralns@comcast ne
TOY TRAINS & COLLECTIBLES
7216 New Market Court 571-379-5497

WEST VIRGINIA ¢ Wheeling
Largest Selectlon of Trains in the Valley
- Sell - Trade - New & Used Traing
MTH eaver ~Williams-Lionel- Atlas D%pt 56
M, F 12-7, Tu,W,Th 12-6, Sat 10-.
www.patstrains.com

PATRICK’S TRAINS
142 29th Street 304-232-0714

CANADA—ON e Mississauga
000 sq. ft. All Trains!
Premler Se ection & Serwce'
In store clinics and layouts!
Railfan Headquarters! Quick special orders!
WWW.CVrco.com
CREDIT VALLEY RAILWAY COMPANY, LTD.
2900 Argentia Rd. Unit #24  1-800- 464-1730

SOUTH CAROLINA ¢ West Columbia

All scales, all major brands
of model railroad equipment.
We buy & sell used Lionel trains.
Open daily 10-6. Closed Sun.

NEW BROOKLAND RR & HOBBY SHOP
405 State St. 803-791-3958

VIRGINIA ¢ Roanoke

Lionel, LGB, G, AF, HO, N & MTH
B uy, seIIi gade repa,
Two mlnutes off Exit 146 on 1-81.
RAIL YARD HOBBY SHOP,
7547 Williamson Rd. 540-362-1714

WISCONSIN e Butler
Lionel, MTH, Atlas, American Flyer, K-Line,
Kalmbach. Over 500 engines on dlsplay
so carry scale trains.

New and used. Repalr buy, sell, trade.
www.sommerfelds.com
SOMMERFELD’S TRAINS HOBBIES
12620 W. Hampton Ave. 262-783-7797

CANADA-ON ¢ Mount Forest
n North of Guelph Authorized Lionel value
added dealer. One of Canada’s largest Lionel

retailers K-Line & more. Full line HO

dealer. www.tctrainscanada.com
Fax 519-323-3809. Closed Monday

THE TRAIN CELLAR CLASSIC TRAINS

130 Main St. North 519-323-3935

TENNESSEE ¢ Knoxville

East Tennessees Iar est selectlon of O gauge
trains, Lionel, M others. 8,000 sq. Tt. O
hobbies &toys Located in Knoxwlles premler
shopping destination. Turkey Creek Area.
Open 7 days a week.
HOBBYTOWN USA
11145 Turkey Dr. 865-675-1975

VIRGINIA ¢ Staunton
Lionel, MTH, G, HO, O, N
Lionel Servicé Station #2507
Models, paints and accessories
Mon - Fri 10-6; Sat 10-4; Sun 1-4

STAUNTON TRAINS & HOBBIES
331 N. Central Ave. 540-885-6750

WISCONSIN ¢ Green Bay
NE Wis. largest O Gauge dealer. Lionel, MTH,
Atlas O, 3rd Rail, Weaver & Williams Acces-
sories, structures, books & videos. Open
Mon 12-7 Tues-Fri 10-5 (Sat 10-2 Nov-Mar)
www.railtycoon.com (formerly GB TV & Trains)

N SHOP
1353 Velp Ave.

CANADA-ON ¢ Toronto (Markham)

Model Railroad Specialists since 1962
Lionel Authorized D|str|butor & Repair Center
| Scale: pecial Orders
Closed Mondays www georgestrains.com

GEORGE'’S TRAINS LTD.
550 Alden Rd., Unit 101 905-470-6200

TENNESSEE * Murfreesboro
Authorized Value-Added Lionel Dealer &
Williams Dealer. Hundreds of rolling stock cars.
Large inventory of engines and accessories.
Visit our opera gg Iayout angmme Monday -

i THOR S
416-F Medical Center Pkwy.  615-895-6918

VIRGINIA/MARYLAND e Chantilly, VA
Full service storefront & online store. Al makes
& scales. New/used trains sales, service, repair
& upgrades Retail Store - wwwtralndepot iz

Authorized Lionel Service Station & Digitrax
dealer. Online Sales Visit www.JTTrains.com

) TRAIN DEPOT
13944 Willard Rd., Suite | 703-953-3767

920-496-9697
CANADA-BC » Savon
Model trains in G, O, S, HO, N, Z. Old toy trains,
rallwayl_anthues art, books, DVDs, souvenirs
homas t0o. Canadian road names a
specialty. 20 min. west of Kamloops.
www.kellyskaboose.ca
KELLY’S KABOOSE, THE RAILWAY STORE
6648 Savona Access Rd. 250-377-8510

Say you saw their
directory ad in
Classic Toy Trains.

CLASSIC TOY

TRAINS

Stay up to date with Classic Toy Trains’ FREE e-mail newsletter!
Our FREE biweekly e-mail newsletter delivers the latest hobby news right to your inbox!
Sign up now at ClassicToyTrains.com/newsletter. It’s FREE!

Rest assured, your e-mail address is safe with us. We won't sellit, give it away, or otherwise violate your privacy.

P18263

BETTER

Toy Train

LAYOUT

Discover helpful tips for building a better toy train layout. Explore the books below to find
expertise on toy train modeling, including operating advice and guides to creating scenery.

SCEN
TECHNIQUES

forToy Trains =~

10-8400 o $l7.95

10-8160 » $24.95

o REALISTIC MODELING FOR
toy trains TOY

— A HI-RAIL GUIDE —

10-8360 * $7.95

10-8390 * $19.95

s

BUILD A BETTER "

ACCESSORIES + BUILDINGS - WATER
TRA

RACKWORK + SCENERY

Toy Traln Layout

10-8303 ¢ $18.95

TRACK PLANS FOR
Lionel
FasTrack

10-8804 « $16.99

Buy now from your local hobby shop!

KALMBACH BOOKS
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LAYOUT VISIT
A great first layout

has deep roots
A father and son build on
years of hobby experience

HOW-TO
Build a locomotive

service area
Add a combined crew
change and engine terminal

FOCUS ON CLASSICS
Lionel’s fabulous
four for 1957

Memorable items first hit
store shelves 60 years ago.

Add character to
your layout

PLUS: News,
reviews, projects,
and more!

ON SALE
AUGUST 1

CLASSIC TOY:

TRAINS:

www.ClassicToyTrains.com

www.ClassicToyTrains.com
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TIPS -TOOLS - TECHNIQUES

WITH THE CTT READERS AND STAFF

Once part of a plastic Christmas tre
thicker, fuller trees on an O gauge layout.

Make better trees

BETTER TREES USING CHRISTMAS TREE
BRANCHES AND HAIRSPRAY!

like tall trees on my O
gauge layout and in real

e, these branch

A tree that big in O scale
would be more than a foot

What you need for the project: Coarse ground foam,
branches from an artificial Christmas tree, a spray bottle,
and glue if you opt not to use an inexpensive hairspray.

the perfect source for large O
scale trees at my church. I
had volunteered for its
annual spring cleanup and
came across an artificial
Christmas tree about to be
thrown out. This was the
type of tree that had braided
wire limbs attached to a large
green wood dowel that had a
lot of holes drilled into it.

I asked permission to take
the old tree. One person’s
trash is another’s treasure,
and for an O gauge rail-
roader this was a king’s ran-
som. I now had the supplies
to make more than 100 trees
for my layout!

I cut off the branches with
a hacksaw and trimmed each
branch with a pair of scissors
so it came to a point. They

by pouring some coarse
ground foam into a clear
plastic bag. Next, I sprayed
each branch with unscented
hairspray from a pump,
stuck it in the bag, and
swirled it around. I took it
out, stuck it in a slab of scrap
foam, and let it dry.

If you don’t want to use
hairspray, try mixing a 50/50
solution of white glue and
water (with a drop of dish-
washing detergent) and use
any spray pump bottle to
apply it.

My layout is covered with
an inch of Styrofoam, so all I
had to do was stick the
braided wire stump into the
foam. Instant tree! For a little
variety, I used different col-
ors of coarse ground foam to
make other trees.

life. I planted two Swed- tall, and they’re hard to find ~ looked more like fir trees,

ish Aspens in my front in hobby shops. Those you except the green branches People often discard old
yard more than 20 years ago.  can find are expensive. If you ~ were too bright and shiny. and new artificial trees. You
They’re now 40 feet tall, and ~ wish to make a forest on Here’s how I made them can also buy them new at
they're the largest trees in the  your layout, you're looking look more realistic. I began discounted prices after
neighborhood. They make at a dent in your wallet. Christmas. — Paul Ullrich

my house easy to find! Believe it or not, I found

HAVEATIP OR TECHNIQUE TO SHARE? Write “Tips” on your letter and mail it
to Classic Toy Trains, P.0. Box 1612, Waukesha, W1 53187-1612, or email us at tips@
classictoytrains.com and put the word “tips” in the subject line. We'll pay you $25
for any tip we publish unless it was contained in a previously purchased article.
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Introducing

Jigsaw Puzzles!

Created exclusively by Trains and Classic Trains magazines, our

NEW jigsaw puzzles feature richly colored high-resolution photographs.
Each puzzle contains 550+ precision-cut pieces and measures 18” x 24”
when finished - the perfect size for solving alone or with friends.

Classic Trains Jigsaw Puzzle _
Image: The iconic Santa Fe E6 No. 15 train. {4
550 pieces = #81073 - $14.99

Trains Jigsaw Puzzle
Image: N&W’s 611 steam locomotive on Blue Ridge grade.
560 pieces = #81074 - $14.99

X

f Buy now from your local hobby shop!
wee:  Shop at KalmbachHobbyStore.com

PUBLISHING CO.

P30817
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PREBUILT & PRELIT BUILDINGS FROM MENARDSC‘_"

For more information and to order, visit menards.com/trains
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| aknCity Block (79-3071)

 Prelit, prebuilt and ready to go! Lit by over 30 LED lights!

* We deliberately made the light box signs removable, so with a litle care, you can _ _
peel off the Red Owl® and J.R. Watkins® signs and use any signs you'd like! |8 ; -

* Includes nine O scale figures, including seven adults and two children. 1 :48 Scale

* Additional accessories include a bench, a coin-operated horse, a mailbox,

oy ®
i a trash can and Jack the German Shepherd. PEPS| TrUCK
9 * Soft-glowing interior lights in the apartments above the J.R. Watkins® store, (279-3501) $9.99

ALL BUILDINGS REQUIRE A 4.5-VOLT TRANSFORMER AVAILABLE ON MENARDS.COM/TRAINS SKU# 279-4061 OR SKU# 279-4062 (SOLD SEPARATELY).


http://www.menards.com/trains
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