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TOWER BRASS LOCOMOTIVES
R.T.R in unpainted brass/factory painted

GWR/BR Railcar 19-33 .......................£550.00
GWR/BR Parcels Railcar No.34 ...........£550.00
GWR 1361 Early black chassis ...........£525.00
GWR/BR 1361 Late black chassis ...........£525.00
LY/LMS/BR Pug black.........................£450.00
LNER/BR J39 0-6-0 black ..................£815.00

GWR/BR 8750 Pannier black chassis . £525.00 

FULLY FINISHED R-T-R LOCOS
L&Y/LMS/BR Pug 0-4-0T ...........from £525.00
GWR/BR 1361 0-6-0ST ..............from £695.00
GWR/BR 8750 Pannier tank .......from £695.00
GWR/BR Razor Edge railcar ................£835.00
GWR/BR Parcels railcar ......................£810.00
LNER/BR J39 0-6-0 ...........................£950.00
LMS/BR Original Patriot....................£1650.00

Over 100 R-T-R locos available off the shelf

GLADIATOR LOCO KITS
GL1 LNER/BR D10/11 4-4-0  .....................£340.00
GL14 LNER / BR Q4 TINY 0-8-0  ................£350.00
GL16 LNER / BR Q1/1 0-8-0 TANK  ...........£320.00
GL20 LMS/BR PRINCESS  ..........................£460.00
GL21 LMS/BR ROYAL SCOT  ......................£400.00
GL23 LMS/BR BRITISH LEGION  ................£400.00
GL24 LMS/BR ORIGINAL PATRIOT  ............£400.00
GL28 LMS/BR 2P 4-4-0  ............................£320.00
GL36 LBSC/SR/BR H2 ATLANTIC  ..............£410.00
GL44 LNWR/LMS /BR COAL TANK 0-6-2  .£270.00
GL50 LNER/BR 2-8-8-2 GARRATT  ............£650.00
GL57 LNER  / BR L1 2-6-4  ........................£320.00
GL58 LNER  / BR B1 4-6-0  .......................£380.00
GL59 LNER / BR K1 2-6-0  ........................£370.00
GTR62 SR/BR Urie King Arthur............  ......£460.00
GL70 SR / BR SCHOOLS  4-4-0  ................£410.00
FT9 NER/LNER/BR G6/BTP 0-4-4T......  .....£240.00

MERCIAN LOCO KITS
SG5 LNER/BR J94 Austerity 0-6-0ST ..£180.00
GW2 GWR/BR 14xx Autotank ....................£175.00

TOWER COLLECTION (D.J.H) BEGINNERS KITS
Includes wheels, gears and motor 

TC1 Class 02 0-4-0 Diesel Shunter ........ £250.00
TC3 Andrew Barclay 0-4-0 Steam Shunter £250.00

TOWER COLLECTION LOCO KITS
Require wheels, gears and motor

TC2 LMS streamlined Coronation ............£595.00
TC4 LMS/BR non streamlined Duchess ...£595.00
TC5 LMS/BR de-streamlined Duchess ....£595.00
TC6 LMS/BR Sir William Stainer ..............£595.00
TC7 LMS/BR Black Five 4-6-0 .................£595.00
TC14 LMS/BR Stainer 8F 2-8-0 ...............£595.00

D.J.H LOCO KITS
K300 B.R Standard 84xx 2-6-2T .........£438.90 
K301 B.R Standard 2MT 2-6-0 .......... £502.70
K302 LMS/B.R Ivatt 2-6-2T ................ £438.90
K303 LMS/BR Fairburn 2-6-4 T  ......... £456.50
K310A LNER/BR A3 with Corridor tender ..£721.60
K317B BR Britannia with BR1/1A tender ..£721.60
K320 LMS / BR 2P/ 2F/ 2MT 2-6-0 ........ £502.70
K324B B.R 9F 2-10-0 BR1B/BR1C ......£721.60
K336 LNER/B.R Peppercorn A2 .......... £721.60
K338 LNER/B.R G5 0-4-0T ................. £502.70
K340 B.R Class 14 complete kit ......... £502.70
K344 NEW LNER/BR Hunt Class 4-4-0..£577.50
K345 NEW LNER/BR Thompson A2/1 ..£721.60
K346 NER / LNER D1 Class H1 4-4-4T ...£495.00

PECO LINESIDE KITS
LK704 Wooden lineside hut kit..............£22.75
LK705 Brick lineside hut.......................£22.75
LK709 Ground Level Signal Box............£32.75
LK710 Signal Box Interior Kit................£24.20
LK715 Brick Base Signal Box................£45.15
LK735 GWR Yard Crane.........................£24.50
LK741 GWR spear fencing....................£12.50
LK742 GWR spear fencing ramps..........£12.50
LK743 Field fencing and gates..............£11.35
LK747 Telegraph Poles (6)....................£10.75
LK748 Ladders (4)..................................£8.55
LK749 Loading Gauges (2)....................£14.15
LK750 Single track level crossing gates £23.00
LK758 Platelayers tools .........................£7.35
LK759 Platform lamps (4) ......................£9.95
LK760 Telephone boxes (2) ....................£9.95
LK761 GWR Station seats (4)  ................£9.50
LK762 MR/NER station seats (4) ............£9.50
LK763 SR/BR Station seats ....................£9.50
LK764 Bicycles (8) .................................£9.50
LK765 Police Call Box ..........................£11.35
LK790 GWR home or distant signal.......£21.25

SLATERS BR WAGONS AND VANS KITS
7062 B.R 12ton Vanwide ......................£38.00
7063 B.R Standard Van ........................£38.00
7064 B.R 12ton Standard/Flat Van .......£38.00
7065 B.R Meat Van ..............................£38.00
7066 B.R. Insulated Van .......................£38.00
7067 B.R 13 ton conflat ‘A’ ..................£34.00
7069 B.R Lowfit Wagon .......................£34.00
7070 B.R 12 ton Palvan .......................£38.00
7071 B.R 13 ton High Goods Wagon.....£34.00 
7033 LNER/BR 20T Brake Van .............£49.00
7053 LNER/BR 20T Brake Van .............£53.00
7CO20 SECR/SR/BR 4 wheel PLV/GUV ..£79.00
7CO21P SR/BR Bogie Van ..................£126.00
7CO22 SR/BR 4 wheel BY ....................£80.00

PECO WAGON KITS
W601 GWR Toad brake can...................£43.50

W602 GWR Permanent Way brake........£43.50

W603 GWR 6 wheel brake....................£45.25

W604 GWR 4 plank open......................£36.50

W605 GWR Steel Open.........................£36.50

W606 GWR 10 ton Van..........................£44.75

W607 BR 16 ton Mineral wagon............£45.25

W608 BR 27 ton Iron Ore wagon...........£44.75

W609 BR 20 ton Pig Iron wagon...........£44.75

PECO ‘0’ GAUGE TRACKWORK
SLE786BH Curved R/H Point.................£62.50

SLE787BH Curved L/H Point.................£62.50

SL700BH 12 yards flexitrack.................£91.25

SLE791BH Right Hand Point..................£49.75

SLE792BH Left Hand Point....................£49.75

SLE797BH Y Point.................................£49.75

SLE790BH Double Slip .......................£104.75

SLE794BH Long Crossing.....................£56.50

SL10 24 metal railjoiners........................£3.25

SL11 12 insulated railjoiners...................£3.15

SL740BH Buffer stop..............................£3.20

TP1 Long Track pins (15mm)..................£3.25

ST700 Box (6) 393mm straight.............£51.25

ST725 Half circle 1028mm radius curves £55.00

STU750BH R/H Setrack Point................£47.50

STU751BH L/H Setrack Point................£47.50

PL33 Microswitch...................................£6.40

PL19 Microswitch Housing (2).................£5.20

PL80 Power Feed....................................£8.00

PARKSIDE WAGON KITS
PS14 BR Grampus Ballast wagon..........£35.00

PS15 BR 21 Ton Mineral wagon............£35.00

PS16 LNER Loco Coal wagon................ £35.00

PS17 BR 12 ton Pipe wagon................. £35.00

PS23 GWR/BR 13 ton open wagon........ £35.00

PS24 GWR/BR 12 ton unfitted van........ £35.00

PS25 BR 24.5 ton mineral wagon......... £35.00

PS26 GWR/BR 12 ton fitted van............ £35.00

PS27 GWR/BR 12 ton open with tarp bar . £35.00

PS28 GWR/BR 12 ton plywood van....... £35.00

PS29 GWR/BR Fruit van........................ £35.00

PS30 BR 16 ton mineral wagon............ £35.00

PS31 BR 16 ton slope sided mineral..... £35.00

PS32 BR 16 ton mineral (ex SNCF)........ £35.00

PS33 BR 8 Plank wooden mineral......... £35.00

PS42 LMS/BR 12 ton open wagon........ £35.00

PS45 LNER/BR 12 ton goods van.......... £35.00

PS46 LNER/BR 12 ton fruit van............. £35.00

PS49 GWR/BR Mica van ......................  £35.00

PS100 SR/BR Banana van ...................  £35.00

PS101 SR/BR Meat van........................ £35.00

PS104 BR 21 ton coal hopper............... £35.00

PS106 SR/BR Cattle truck..................... £35.00

PS112 GWR/BR Gunpowder van........... £35.00

PS114 LMS/BR Banana van.................. £35.00

PS115 LNER/BR Brake Van................... £42.00

BACHMANN SCENECRAFT BUILDINGS
47040 Diesel Refuelling Point ..............£39.95

47047 Hampton Hill Platelayers Hut .....£19.95

47203 Low Relief Corner Shop ............£19.95

47009 Single Engine Shed ..Special offer £60.00 

47-541 Walls & Gates ....................... £25.45 

47-558 Corrugated Shed ...................£16.95

47-572 Midland Water Crane ............ £25.45

47-002 Washing Plant ...................... £84.95

47-0054 Mess Room ........................ £59.50

DISCOUNT ‘O’ GAUGE

POSTAGE CHARGES
Orders up to £35.00 plus £2.50 p&p.

Orders £35.01 to £150.00 plus £6.00 p&p.

ORDERS OVER £150.00 POST FREE

Overseas orders postage charged at cost.

TOWER MODELS, 44 Cookson St., Blackpool FY1 3ED

Email: sales@tower-models.com

TEL: 01253 623797 or 623799

TELEPHONE CREDIT CARD ORDERS WELCOME. WORLDWIDE MAIL ORDER
Visit our well stocked shop, 200 yards from Talbot Rd. Bus Station (Blackpool North 

Railway Station 400 yards). Open Mon to Sat 9.30 to 5.00

Visit our website: www.tower-models.com

NEW HELJAN CLASS 47
2 Versions, 1960/70s & 1980/90s

Eleven liveries planned

RRP £699.00 OUR PRICE £594.15 

AVAILABLE WINTER 2021

HELJAN AC RAILBUS CLEARANCE
Dark green with yellow panel

List Price £495.00 
SPECIAL OFFER £299.95

All prices include VAT @ 20%. 
We reserve the right to alter prices without notice.

NEW HELJAN CLASS 17 
Four liveries Available

RRP £549.00 OUR PRICE £466.65

NOW AVAILABLE

DAPOL CLASS 122
Choice of 5 liveries 

List Price £309.47 OUR PRICE £263.05
DCC Sound List Price £516.47 OUR PRICE £439.00

CURRENTLY STRANDED ON EVER GIVEN

HELJAN DIESEL DEPOT
Two Road Shed RRP £89.00 OUR PRICE £75.00
Extension Pack RRP £39.00 OUR PRICE £35.25
Spare Ends (3) RRP £19.00 OUR PRICE £16.00

See website for details and sizes

NEW HELJAN CLASS 50
Selling fast, 3 liveries available

RRP £699.00 OUR PRICE £594.15
NOW AVAILABLEÍ

HELJAN CLASS 42 WARSHIP
8 Liveries Available

RRP £699.00 our price £550.00

NEW DAPOL VANWIDE/VEA’S
RRP £58.59 OUR PRICE £49.80

TOWER MODELS LIMITED EDITION
SETS OF SIX £295.00

NEW DAPOL 14/48/58xx
0-4-2T G.W.R or B.R

Available in various G.W.R & B.R liveries, 

autofitted or not, numbered or un-num-

bered, basic, DCC or DCC sound fitted.
BASIC RRP £232.88 OUR PRICE £197.95

Sound fitted RRP £414.00 OUR PRICE £351.90 

LAST FEW

NEW HELJAN CLASS 26 & 27

VARIOUS LIVERIES
RRP £599.00 OUR PRICE £509.15

AVAILABLE FIRST HALF 2022

NEW HELJAN 61XX PRAIRIE TANK
HJ6100 6110 Great Western

HJ6101 6106 G.W.R

HJ6102 6114 B.R. unlined black

HJ6103 6111 B.R. unlined green

HJ6104 6132 B.R. lined green

HJ6120 un-numbered Great Western

HJ6121 un-numbered B.R. unlined black

HJ6122 un-numbered B.R. unlined green

HJ6123 un-numbered B.R. lined green

HJ6124 5184 Great Western

HJ6125 4144 B.R. unlined black

HJ6126 5158 B.R. lined green

RRP £699.00 OUR PRICE £594.15
NOW AVAILABLE

See our website for full details

DAPOL HAA COALWAGONS
VARIOUS LIVERIES AVAILABLE
RRP £59.95 OUR PRICE £50.95
TOWER MODELS EXCLUSIVE

COAL SECTOR YELLOW FRAME
RRP £59.95 OUR PRICE £50.95

AVAILABLE SUMMER 2022

HELJAN MK1 COACHES
6 Body Types in various liveries

RRP £219.00 OUR PRICE £186.15

GUV various liveries
RRP £199.00 OUR PRICE £169.15

NOW AVAILABLE

LIONHEART SUBURBAN COACHES
Fully finished superb quality with interior 

details and lights.

2 car ‘B’ set G.W.R or B.R 6 types 
RRP £470.50 OUR PRICE £399.99
4 car D set G.W.R or B.R 4 types
RRP £823.50 OUR PRICE £699.99

NEW DAPOL SENTINEL Y1/Y3
LNER, LMS, GWR, B.R or N.C.B

Basic RRP £181.13 OUR PRICE £153.96
DCC fitted RRP £212.18 OUR PRICE £180.35 
Sound fitted RRP 362.25 OUR PRICE £307.97

NOW AVAILABLE

NEW DAPOL 57XX/8750 PANNIERS
57xx in BR Livery

8750 in GWR & BR Liveries 

with riveted tank option

Basic Version RRP £243.23 OUR PRICE £206.75
DCC Fitted RRP£274.28 OUR PRICE £233.14

NOW AVAILABLE

NEW DAPOL 10 FOOT W.B WAGONS
B.R Open Wagons (various)

RRP £46.95 OUR PRICE £39.95
B.R VEA, VBA, MEAT, INSULATED AND 

STANDARD VANS (12 TYPES)
RRP £51.70 OUR PRICE £43.95

DAPOL HBA & HEA COALWAGONS 

8 LIVERIES AVAILABLE
RRP £55.00 OUR PRICE £46.75

TOWER MODELS SET OF SIX RAIL 
FREIGHT RED GRAY

RRP £330.00 OUR PRICE £275.00

AVAILABLE SPRING 2022

NEW HELJAN Mk2 / 2a COACHES
T.S.O. / F.K. / B.S.O. / B.F.K.

RRP £279.00 OUR PRICE £237.25
DUE FOR RELEASE 2022

ADVANCE ORDERS WELCOME

NEW HELJAN CLASS 117
2 Car and 3 Car D.M.U

Available in a range of liveries from 

Cats Whiskers to N.S.E

Available 2021
Reserve yours now

NEW HELJAN CLASS 37/4
Eight liveries available

RRP £599.00 OUR PRICE £509.15

NOW AVAILABLE

NEW HELJAN 43XX MOGUL
6 standard versions in G.W.R and B.R

all un-numbered and

2 limited editions numbered

List Price £779.00 OUR PRICE £662.15
NOW AVAILABLE

HELJAN CLASS 45
Original all green livery

RRP £699.00 OUR PRICE £550.00
LAST FEW

NEW HELJAN CLASS 03
5 liveries available

Both numbered and un-numbered
List Price £399.00 OUR PRICE £335.75

NOW AVAILABLE

TOWER MODELS 

LIMITED EDITION ICI WAGONS
1950’s: 

Red Salt Van (9 types) £42.50 each

NOW AVAILABLE
1960’s:

Blue Salt Vans (4 types) £42.50

5 plank Lime (5 types) £40.00

5 plank Alkalid (5 types) £40.00

NOW AVAILABLE
16 ton minerals

SODA ASH Livery(3 numbers) £41.50

NOW AVAILABLE

OUR WEBSITE CONTAINS 4,000 
IMAGES AND IS UPDATED 
SEVERAL TIMES A WEEK

DAPOL VANWIDE / VEA
VARIOUS LIVERIES AVAILABLE
RRP £58.59 OUR PRICE £49.80

AVAILABLE AUTUMN 2021

NEW DAPOL CONFLATS
6 VERSIONS WITH LOAD £57.14

4 VERSIONS WITHOUT LOAD £39.54
4 DIFFERENT TOWER MODELS

LTD EDITION SETS OF 3 BR £170.00
NOW AVAILABLE

DAPOL (EX LIONHEART) PANNIERS
64XX and 74XX G.W.R or B.R

List Price £399.00 OUR PRICE £340.00
Sound Fitted RRP £550.00 OUR PRICE £467.50

TOWER MODELS LIMITED 
EDITION DAPOL WAGON SETS

Set of 6 Esso or Shell BP Tankers

RRP £324.48 OUR PRICE £275.00
Set Of Six Planked & Plywood Vans

RRP £299.70 OUR PRICE £255.00

NOW AVAILABLE

NEW HELJAN CLASS 31
Limited Re-run 4 liveries remaining

RRP £549.00 OUR PRICE £466.65
LAST FEW

HELJAN CLASS 35 HYMEK
Limited Re-run Four liveries planned

RRP £495.00 OUR PRICE £420.75 

NOW AVAILABLE

HELJAN CLASS 55
3 Liveries Available

RRP £599.00 OUR PRICE £509.15 

NOW AVAILABLE

NEW DAPOL MOTORISED SIGNALS

GWR & LMS Home 4 versions
List Price £58.00

OUR PRICE £49.30

NEW HELJAN CLASS 33
Early and Late Versions

RRP £549.00 OUR PRICE £466.65
11 Liveries IN STOCK

HELJAN CLASS 31/1 & 31/4
Various liveries

RRP £549.00 OUR PRICE £466.65 
NOW AVAILABLE

HELJAN CLASS 56
Total of 8 liveries

RRP £699.00 OUR PRICE £594.15 

AVAILABLE WINTER 2021

HELJAN CLASS 40
CENTRE HEADCODE 5 liveries

RRP £549.00 OUR PRICE £466.65 

NOW AVAILABLE

NEW DAPOL B.R MARK 1 COACHES
Available as CK, SO, SK and BSK in 

crimson & cream, S.R green, blue & 

grey, chocolate & cream and maroon, 

numbered or un-numbered

Basic RRP £199.00 OUR PRICE £169.15
DCC fitted RRP £234.00 OUR PRICE £198.90

NOW AVAILABLE

DAPOL (EX LIONHEART) 45XX PRAIRIE
Superb quality fully finished with diecast 

body and excellent detail. Choice of six 

liveries, numbered and un-numbered.

RRP £512.33 OUR PRICE £435.48
Sound fitted RRP £672.75 OUR PRICE £572.74
Available Autumn 2021 Reserve yours now

DAPOL CLASS 121
Choice of 5 liveries 

List Price £309.47 OUR PRICE £263.05
DCC Sound List Price £516.47 OUR PRICE £439.00

NOW AVAILABLE

DAPOL BOGIE BOLSTER E
6 LIVERIES AVAILABLE

RRP £72.40 OUR PRICE £61.54
NOW AVAILABLE



LAYOUT
Copenhagen Fields
We take a closer look at the Model Railway Club’s iconic capital scene.

WATCH THE VIDEO HERE
(You must have a wifi connection to stream video content)

PLAY



FEATURE

PRACTICAL

Abbey Pumping Station Museum - Cab Ride
Join Howard Smith for a cab ride aboard Bagnall ‘Leonard’ of 1918 around the small 2ft 

gauge railway at the Abbey Pumping Station Museum, Leicester.

Get the industrial look with Geoscenics and Phil Parker
Phil Parker gives us a tour of his latest project, an industrial narrow gauge feeder line, 

and talks us through the various products from Geoscenics used.

PLAY

PLAY



LAYOUTS
24    COPENHAGEN FIELDS (2MM)

Almost four decades in the making and still 

entertaining crowds with every show appearance, 

The MRC’s capital scene is re-visited.

50    A DUCHESS AT CARLISLE (OO)

Mike Lynch’s large-scale diorama of architectural 

prowess also serves to inter-connect two layouts, 

using inspiration from a Barry J. Freeman painting. 

 72   LONGNOR (O-16.5)

Evolving to better suit operational requirements, 

this narrow-gauge slice also proves that location 

accuracy isn’t mandatory to enjoy the hobby.  

PRACTICAL BRM
36     HOW TO CREATE AN INDUSTRIAL SCENE

Inspired by a recent trip to a preserved railway, 

Phil Parker builds a narrow gauge feeder line using 

products from Geoscenics. 

45   BASEBOARD BASICS

At the heart of every successful model railway lies 

a baseboard. Howard Smith provides an overview of 

the options, plus initial considerations. 

60     BUILD A SOUTHERN PRIDE MK. 1 BSO

Lockdown provided the ideal opportunity for Tony 

Wright to build this Southern Pride BSO, a kit he’d 

stowed away for over 20 year

64     3D-PRINTED MILITARY WAGONS 

Building an uncommon wagon with an increasingly 

common tool was a journey of discovery for Chris 

Mead, and without regrets.

82     HOW TO ANGLICISE A KIT

If you’re struggling to find a kit to fill a town scene, 

remember that you are not necessarily limited to 

the UK market, as Jamie Warne discovers…

PRODUCTS & FEATURES
22     LATEST NEWS

A round-up of the latest headlines from the model 

railway world this month. 

98     NEW PRODUCTS

The latest church kit, 3D-printed figures from 

Modelu, new Hornby 31147 Floreat Salopia

in BR Civil Engineers’ livery, plus an ultimate 

Turnout Control pack from DCC Concepts are just 

some of the latest products to arrive at BRM’s 

headquarters.

102     REVIEW: OXFORD RAIL J27

Where this delightful new model really scores 

is in its incredibly low price, which represents 

outstanding value for money, as Tony Wright 

explains… 

104    REVIEW: OXFORD RAIL TANK WAGON

Howard Smith explores why Oxford Rail’s new 

12T tank wagons in six liveries for OO gauge will 

help bolster the number of private owner wagons 

available to modellers.

106    REVIEW: HELJAN AEC RAILCAR

Hot on the heels of its O gauge sibling, which 

Howard Smith praised highly for its accuracy, a 

sample of the newly-released OO scale models of 

the prototypes has arrived for review.  

108     REVIEW: LYNTON & BARNSTAPLE 

RAILWAY LYN

Phil Parker takes a closer look at the new Lyn from 

Heljan, a model that has potential for use well 

beyond the North Devon line the prototype ran on.

114    NEW BOOKS

For ideas, research, leisure or escapism, here’s the 

latest selection of books to arrive at BRM. Will they 

influence your next modelling project? 

OCTOBER 2021

CONTENTS
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THE HEREFORD
MODEL CENTRE

Email: sales@herefordmodelcentre.co.uk

www.herefordmodels.com

4 COMMERCIAL ROAD, HEREFORD, 

HEREFORDSHIRE, HR1 2BB

           SALES LINE

      01432 352809

SHOP OPEN 9.00am - 5.30pm

Monday to Saturday

��

HORNBY

R3004 BR Serlby Hall weathered ......£116.45

R3004X BR Serlby Hall weathered ......£133.45

R3233   D16/3 LNER ...........................£100.95

R3235   D16/3 British Railways ...........£100.95

R2917 2800 Class BR ......................£103.99

R3017  BR Patriot ..............................£108.50

R3194 Schools ‘Epsom’ BR/E ...........£111.95

R3380   J15  LNER ................................£96.90

R3381    J15  BR Early ...........................£96.90

R3329    BR Late  S15 ..........................£123.99

R3242A K1 BR Early ...........................£116.95

R3243B K1 BR Late ............................£116.95

R3413 S15 Late ...............................£119.45

R3411 S.R. S15 ................................£125.95

R3421 BR/E 700 Class .......................£99.45

R3333 BR Early Adams Radial ..........£107.95

R3334 BR Late  Adams Radial ..........£107.95

R3418 K1 BR Early ...........................£114.45

R3422 Adams SR .............................£109.45

R3423 Adams BR .............................£109.45

R3414 LNER J15 ................................£99.45

R3407 J50 BR Early ...........................£78.50 

R3445 BR W.C. Camelford ................£147.45

R3432 B12 BR Late ..........................£127.95

R3630  LNER A4 Woodcock ...............£135.99

R3612  80th Anniversary Mallard .......£183.99

R3615  Peckett W4 ..............................£89.99 

R3681 LMS Coronation .....................£184.00

R3682 BR Blue Coronation ...............£184.00 

R3634 Sir Frances Drake ..................£152.95

R3677 LMS Duchess of Hamilton .....£171.00

R3639 LMS King George VI ...............£171.00

R3603TTS BR Lord Nelson TTS Sound ....£175.00

R3621 LNER J36 ..............................£125.75

R3622 BR J36 ..................................£125.75

R3804 Hogwarts Castle (Hall class) ....£99.00

R3804TTS Hogwarts Castle w. sound .....£122.50

R3727  LMS Pug .................................£63.00

R3728  BR Pug ....................................£63.00

R3729  LNER O1 ..................................£98.99

R3544 LNER B12 ..............................£145.00

R3848 BR Terrier Carisbrooke  ..................£80.75

R3823 Anniversary Terrier.......................£104.99

R3857 LMS Coronation ...........................£170.99

R3822 Centenary Smokey Joe .................£39.99

R3864 GWR Lode Star ............................£161.99 

R3832 LNER A2/3 Edward Thompson .....£171.00

R3833 LNER A2/3 Chamossaire ..............£171.00

R3866 BR BoB sir Winston Churchill .......£197.99

R3865 BR Britannia class Oliver Cromwell .£179.99

All offers valid to 

31st Oct 21
POSTAGE & PACKING RATES PER ORDER:

UK Standard .................................. £3.95

UK Insured ..................................... £7.10

UK Courier Transport & Packing ... £9.00

Worldwide at cost. VAT free to non EC

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

WITHOUT NOTICE

** Please allow 7 days for 

clearance when paying by 

cheque **

PLEASE QUOTE SPECIAL 

PRICES WHEN YOU VISIT US.

Credit Cards Welcome... 

Visa, Mastercard & Switch 

HORNBY
DIESEL/ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVES

R3573 Class 66 GBRF ........................£79.45

R3577 Sentinel graham ......................£58.00

R3685 GWR HST ..............................£261.00 

R3580 Class 87 BR Blue ...................£139.40

R3659 Class 67 Colas ......................£144.00

R3778 Class 66 DB Schenker .............£66.95

R3785 Class 66 GBRF Interhub...........£66.95

R3705  R&H 48DS Dewars ..................£71.99

R3706 R&H 48DS Army ......................£71.99

R3707 R&H 48DS Longmorn ..............£71.99

R3760 Class 59 GBRf ...............................£67.99

R3884 Cl 60 DB Cargo 60100 ................£161.99

R3885 Cl 60 DB Cargo 60062 ................£161.99

R3901 Cl 60 Colas ..................................£161.99

R3906 Cl 47  GBRf ...................................£67.45

R3920  Cl 66 Malcolm ..............................£66.95

R3921  Cl 66 Freightliner ..........................£66.95

R3905 Cl 47 GBRf/ Caledonian Sleeper ... £67.45

HORNBY TRACK

R083 Buffer Stop ................................£2.50

R207 Track Fixing Pins .......................£3.25

R600 Straight .....................................£2.15

R604 Double Straight .........................£2.55

R605 Double Curve 1st Rad. ...............£3.25

R606 Curve 2nd Rad. .........................£2.15

R607 Double Curve 2nd Rad. ..............£3.25

R608 Curve 3rd Rad. ..........................£2.55

R609 Double Curve 3rd Rad. ..............£3.25

R610 Short Straight ............................£1.65

R614 LH Diamond Crossing ..............£13.95

R615 RH Diamond Crossing ..............£13.95

R617 Uncoupling Ramp ......................£3.95

R618 Double Isolating Rail ..................£9.90

R620 Railer Uncoupler ........................£6.95

R628 Half Curve 3rd Rad. ...................£2.80

R643 Half Curve 2nd Rad. ..................£2.25 

R8072 LH Point ..................................£11.85

R8073 RH Point ..................................£11.85

R8074 LH Curved Point ......................£18.85

R8075 RH Curved Point ......................£18.85

R8076 Y Point .....................................£13.90

R8077 LH Express Point .....................£18.85

R8078 RH Express Point .....................£18.85 

R8261 4th radius curve ........................£2.80

R8206 Power Track ..............................£8.95

BACHMANN
STEAM LOCOMOTIVES

31-088   BR Black Earl ........................£118.95

35-075 E4 LBSC ..................................£93.45

35-076 E4 Southern ............................£93.45

35-077 E4 BR Early .............................£93.45

35-078 E4 BR Late ..............................£93.45

31-001 Robinson BR Late Crest ...........£94.99

31-002 Robinson BR Early Crest ..........£94.99

31-003 Robinson LNER ........................£94.99

31-127 CL3000 BR ROD ....................£118.45

31-128 BR ROD Weathered................£105.45

31-136DC D11/2 ....................................£115.90

31-628DC Class 3F BR weathered ...........£93.20

31-931 LMS Compound .....................£112.90

31-933  BR Compound Late Crest ......£112.88

31-932DC BR Compound .......................£127.75

31-465  C Class BR ..............................£93.46

31-461A C Class  SR Black ..................£106.20

31-462A C Class  BR Early...................£106.20

31-434 Midland Class 1F BR ...............£81.55

31-003A Robinson LNER ......................£110.45

31-004A Robinson BR Early .................£118.95

31-435 1F BR Early .............................£81.55

31-481 G2A BR Early .........................£114.70

31-119 BR Class 4MT Black ..............£135.95

32-279A LNER Class K3 Black .............£118.95 

31-614 BR Late V3 ............................£110.45

32-575A LMS  4MT .............................£114.70

32-359A 4MT BR Early ........................£110.45

32-176 BR Crab .................................£123.20

35-051 LMS Coal Tank ......................£101.95

35-052 BR Early Coal Tank ................£101.95

31-691 Stanier Mogul ........................£135.95 

32-236  Class 3F BRITISH RAILWAYS  ...£93.40

32-199 GWR black Pannier   ..................£101.95

32-205A BR Pannier  ..............................£101.35

32-216A BR Pannier  ..............................£101.35

31-741 LMS Class 1P 0-4-4t  ............... £127.45

35-025A GWR 94xx weathered ...............£123.20

BACHMANN
DIESEL/ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVES

32-928 Class 150 Sprinter .................£135.95

32-067  Class 43 Royal Oak ...............£118.95

32-992 Wickhams Trolley Yellow ..........£67.95

32-993 Wickham Trolley Yellow ...........£67.95

31-040 SWT Class 450 ......................£271.95

31-041 SWT Class 450 wthd .............£297.45

31-664 Cl. 47 Railfreight ........................£152.95

35-526  Cl 121 Blue/Grey .......................£131.70

35-527   Cl 121 Network Southeast .......£131.70

32-109 Class 08 NSE Eagle ....................£106.20

32-119 Class 08 DB Schenker .................£84.95

32-937 Class 150 Centro .......................£127.45

32-734B Cl. 66 DB Cargo .......................£127.45

32-908 Cl. 108 Blue/Grey .......................£203.95

32-929 Cl. 150 Provincial .......................£271.95

35-126 Harry Needle Cl20 ......................£152.95      

EXCLUSIVE PECO 
N GAUGE TTA WAGONS

NR-P987A Shell/BP black no. 5170 ..........£13.45

NR-P987B Shell/BP black no. 5175 ..........£13.45

NR-P987C Shell/BP black no. 5177 ..........£13.45

NR-P987DW Shell/BP black no. 5169 wthd. .£14.25

NR-P987EW Shell/BP black no. 5172 wthd ..£14.25

NR-P987FW Shell/BP black no. 5178 wthd ..£14.25

NR-P987G Shell/BP black no. 5171 ..........£13.45

NR-P987H Shell/BP black no. 5176 ..........£13.45

NR-P987I  Shell/BP black no. 5174 ..........£13.45

NR-P987JW Shell/BP black no. 5173 wthd ..£14.25

NR-P987KW Shell/BP black no. 5179 wthd ..£14.25

NR-P987LW Shell/BP black no. 5168 wthd .£14.25

NR-P993A BP Grey no. BPO67266 ............£13.45

NR-P993B BP Grey no. BPO67082 ............£13.45

NR-P993C BP Grey no. BPO67095 ............£13.45

NR-P993DW BP Grey no. BPO67168 wthd ...£14.25

NR-P993EW BP Grey no. BPO67177 wthd ...£14.25

NR-P993FW BP Grey no. BPO67184 wthd ...£14.25

NR-P994A BP Green no. BPO67161 ..........£13.45

NR-P994B BP Green no. BPO67162 ..........£13.45

NR-P994C BP Green no. BPO67368 ..........£13.45

NR-P994DW BP Green no. BPO67765.......£14.25

NR-P994EW BP Green no. BPO67783 .......£14.25

NR-P994FW BP Green no. BPO67574 .......£14.25

NR-P995A BP Black no. BPO65762 ..........£13.45

NR-P995B BP Black no. BPO65764 ..........£13.45

NR-P995C BP Black no. BPO65771 ..........£13.45

NR-P995DW BP Black no. BPO65770 .......£14.25

NR-P995EW BP Black no. BPO65765........£14.25

NR-P995FW BP Black no. BPO65766 ........£14.25

Offers on above wagons

Any 3 pristine..........................................£39.60

Any 3 weathered.....................................£42.00

3 weathered + 3 pristine ........................£79.50

LARGE QUANTITY 

OF QUALITY 

SECOND HAND 

ALWAYS IN STOCK
Please contact us for details

NEW WEBSITE NOW LIVE
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LAYOUT
INSPIRATION!

DUCHESS AT CARLISLE (OO)
LONGNOR (O-16.5)NEW MODELS REVIEWED
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ALMOST FOUR DECADES IN THE MAKING AND STILL 

ENTERTAINING CROWDS!

COPENHAGEN FIELDS

MAKING BASEBOARDS:

A BEGINNERS’ GUIDE

HOW TO ANGLICISE
A TOWNHOUSE KIT...

BUILD YOU OWN
INDUSTRIAL SCENE
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R
ailway modelling is more than a hobby, 
it’s a community, and on occasion, we 
have our losses, the same as any family. 

Genuine friendships can be formed and 
developed over the years, paths cross at shows 
and events and we all become familiar with 
someone’s work and life both online and off. 
Understandably, we feel a loss when a popular 
member moves on to the workshop in the sky.

Sadly, in the space of a month, we lost two 
extremely talented and generous members of 
RMweb, Gordon Stolliday and Mick Bonwick 
and it has been heart-warming to see the 
tributes and comments made to remember 
them both. Gordon, a member of RMweb 
since day one (maybe unwittingly), saw the 
forum grow into the world-leading site it is 
today, helped hugely by his generosity, while 
Mick was revered for his accessible and light-
hearted approach to painting and weathering; 
gentlemen both.

That may sound downbeat for a welcome, 
but there is positive from their activities, 
a genuine legacy and a lesson we should 
all take, that any one of us can help and 
encourage other modellers to take on new 

skills or refine them with encouragement and 
practical advice. If we all adopt that approach, 
there will be lasting skills and techniques 
passed on, by masters, to a new generation to 
keep this great hobby alive and well; even if, 
one day, we aren’t.

Our October issue features a pedigree of 
modelling talent. Alongside our skilled team, 
inside we have some great practical features 
from the likes of Jamie Warne, Tony Wright 
and Chris Mead, the last-mentioned of which 
shows us that 3D printing may not be as ‘out 
of reach’ as we think.

And as you would expect from BRM, we 
also cover some incredible layouts to inspire 
any would-be builder. The first layout is 
one of our largest and oldest. Copenhagen 
Fields has been a star of the exhibition circuit 
for a long time, so it’s easy to become blasé 
about the model. Encountering it at its home 
reminded us of just how impressive a layout 
it is. When it comes to its construction, 
everything has been done the hard way. The 
sea of finescale 2mm models owe nothing to 
RTR, and everything to craftsmanship, skill, 
tenacity and the bravery to tackle such a vast 

scene in such detail. Copenhagen Fields never 
fails to impress.

We also pay a visit to Mike Lynch’s 
wonderful recreation of Carlisle Station, 
a large-scale diorama of architectural 
prowess that also serves to inter-connect 
two layouts. For our third layout, we travel 
to the picturesque location of Longnor, a 
sleepy station on the fictional Leek & Buxton 
Railway.

Learning new skills is all part of the fun 
of railway modelling and our community is 
always more than happy to help. This seems 
a fitting opportunity to remind everyone that 
World of Railways will be running a Skills 
Week in September, to help other would-be 
builders gain all the information they need to 
start their own projects.

The free-to-attend online event kicks off 
on September 20th and runs until Friday, 
September 24th, with a different theme on 
offer each day, covering all major modelling 
topics including trackwork, weathering, 
scenery and layout control. It’s a week not to 
be missed.

Happy Modelling!

Welcome to October

Although it’s tricky to visit the shops at the moment and collect the

latest issue, there are a number of ways you can get BRM delivered 

straight to your door or inbox!

 Buy a single printed issue of the latest edition, delivered straight to 

your door at; www.world-of-railways.co.uk/Store/Latest-issue

  Subscribe to the printed edition, again for postal delivery, where 

there are plenty of great offers at; www.world-of-railways.co.uk/

Store/Subscriptions/

  You can sign up to a digital subscription and download every 

issue from Pocketmags at; www.pocketmags.com/british-railway-

modelling-magazine

  

  Finally, you can sign up for our digital archive. This is a membership 

service that gives you access to every single issue of BRM since 

2007, plus all future issues. Find out more at; www.world-of-

railways.co.uk/store/digital-archive/
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TWO MORE LAYOUTS!Watery Lane & 
Rushwick

EXPERT ADVICE •  How to build your 
own viaduct•  Weather a Hornby 

Class 156•  Modelling viaducts - 
inspirational ideas

BUILD YOUR FIRST CARD KIT…
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HEATON LODGE JUNCTION IS FINALLY 

READY TO HIT THE ROAD

...we show you how!

6NEWREVIEWS

LIGHTING YOUR LAYOUT:

EXPERT GUIDE INSIDE!

BRITAIN’S 
BIGGEST RAILWAY!
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How to get your next

i� ue of BRM

•  How to build your 

•  How to build your •  Weather a Hornby 

•  Weather a Hornby •  Modelling viaducts - 

•  Modelling viaducts - WATERMAN’S 
WEST COAST

MUSIC MOGUL OPENS DOORS TO NEW AND

UNSEEN OO GAUGE LAYOUT!

FAULTLESS FENCING…
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TOP TIPS REVEALED!

ALSO INSIDE...

LATESTREVIEWS

HINTS & TIPS

• ‘MIDDLETON DALE’ (OO)
• ‘LOCTERN QUAY’ (009)

• CREATE YOUR OWN HAMLET 
•  WE BUILD A NU-CASTPARTNERS’ K2 •  WEATHER A TURNTABLE

• MAKE A CAMPING COACH

• Bachmann Class 24/0
• Locomotion Models ‘D’ Class

• TMC Exclusive 24.5T wagon
• Kato Class 800 IEP•  Hornby Coronation Scot 
coaches• Revolution PCA wagons
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INSPIRATIONAL 
MODELLING…

BLOWERS GREEN (O)
CASTLE QUAY (OO9)
WENLOCK (N)

GREAT ADVICE
• How to build an old barn

• Recreating Seaton Station

• Industrial trackplan ideas

• Model a quayside location

• Adapting a Hattons Andrew Barclay

ENHANCE OLD ROLLING STOCK…
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A POPULAR EXHIBITION LAYOUT THAT INSPIRES

MANY TO MOVE UP TO O GAUGE

WEST MIDLANDS 
CORPORATE BLUE

... our top tips revealed! 

6 NEW PRODUCT

REVIEWS INSIDE! 
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Get the experts on your side!

Warwick & Warwick Ltd., Chalon House, Scar Bank, 

Millers Road, Warwick  CV34 5DB  England

Tel: (01926) 499031   •   Fax: (01926) 491906

Email:  richard.beale@warwickandwarwick.com 

AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS

www.warwickandwarwick.com

/warwickauctions @warwickauctions

Selling your model railways?
Warwick and Warwick have an expanding requirement 

for early to modern collections of British and Foreign  

trains and train sets from large accumulations to  

items of individual value. Our customer base is  

increasing dramatically and we need an ever  

larger supply of quality material to keep pace with  

demand. The market has never been stronger  

and if you are considering the sale of your  

collection, now is the time to act.

FREE VALUATIONS - We will provide a free, professional 
valuation of your collection, without obligation on your part 
to proceed. Either we will make you a fair, binding private  
treaty offer, or we will recommend inclusion of your  
property in our next public auction.

FREE TRANSPORTATION - We can arrange insured 
transportation of your collection to our Warwick offices  
completely free of charge. If you decline our offer, we ask 
you to cover the return carriage costs only.

FREE VISITS - Visits by our valuers are possible anywhere 
in the country or abroad, in order to assess more valuable 
collections. Please phone for details.

ADVISORY DAYS - We have an ongoing programme of 
advisory days, in all regions of the United Kingdom, where 
you can meet us and discuss the sale of your collection.   
We will be visiting all areas of the UK in the coming 
months, please visit our website or telephone for details

EXCELLENT PRICES - Because of the strength of our 
customer base we are in a position to offer prices that 
we feel sure will exceed your expectations.

ACT NOW - Telephone or email Richard Beale today 
with details of your property.





NEWS ROUND-UP

FOR ALL THE LATEST MODELLING NEWS & REVIEWS HEAD TO WWW

Heljan has released images and opened its order books 
for the eagerly-awaited Mk.2 coaches in O gauge.
The range covers many of the liveries worn across their 
lives, from introduction in the 1960s, right up to the 
present day. Four coach types are offered:
• Tourist Second Open (TSO)
• Brake Second Open (BSO)
• Brake First Corridor (BFK)
• First Corridor (FK)

Priced at £279.00 (RRP), the new models are 
available to order now from Heljan stockists (the 
majority currently offering a 15% discount) and are 
expected to arrive in Q1 next year.
Heljan has released the approved livery artwork, and 
highly detailed interiors will also be a major feature of 
these new models, with authentic early Mk. 2 seating, 
partitions and luggage racks on view. The models 
have been designed to replicate either vacuum-braked 
Mk. 2 or air-braked Mk. 2a vehicles, giving customers 
the option to tailor models to suit using customer-fit 
gangway end doors and underframe details.

DAPOL SHARES FIRST EP OF 

CLASS 66

ORDER BOOKS OPEN FOR NEW HELJAN MK.2 COACHES 

Dapol has taken delivery of the first engineering 
prototypes of its Class 66 for O gauge. Currently under 
review, by its design team, the manufacturer has 
said "it is looking a very impressive model", though 
states that the model is subject to modification and 
improvements before models enter production. Artwork 
is said to be under evaluation by its design team at 
present, and has yet to be revealed. It is anticipated 
that models will be delivered in 2022.
Models to be offered are as follows:
• (7D-066-001) Class 66 66001 EWS
• (7D-066-002) Class 66 66504 Freightliner Powerhaul
• (7D-066-003) Class 66 66709 GBRF Sorrento MSC
• (7D-066-004) Class 66 66421 New DRS
•  (7D-066-005) Class 66 66789 GBRF British Rail 1948 

- 1997 BR blue large logo
•  (7D-066-006) Class 66 66783 GBRF BIFFA The Flying 

Dustman

SONIC MODELS VENTURES INTO 'OO' WITH REVEAL OF A5 

4-6-2T

Available exclusively via retailer, Rails of 
Sheffield, Sonic Models is to manufacture 
RTR models of the Robinson GCR / LNER A5 
4-6-2 tank locomotives for 4mm:1ft scale. 
Promised to be offered in eight variants, 
covering original GCR, later LNER and BR 
versions, models have already passed first 
engineering prototype stage, with at least 
one decorated livery sample received for 
assessment. Models are expected to arrive 
late-2021/early-2022.

The specification of models promises a 
heavy die-cast chassis, flywheel, Next-18 
DCC socket hidden in the cab, sugar cube 
speaker, NEM coupling pockets and sprung 
buffers. Models are expected to be supplied with an accessory pack to include a coal shovel, rake and dummy screw-
link couplings.

A hand-decorated sample of the locomotive with LNER branding as No. 5167 (S4101-04) has been seen. 
Variants of the Class are to be portrayed too, and detail differences include GCR or LNER domes, whistles and 

smokeboxes, three- or five-rail coal bunkers, single or split cab front windows, cab-sides open or with windows and 
smooth or riveted sandbox wrappers.

Liveries promised are GCR lined green, GCR lined green with 'L&NER' lettering, LNER lined and unlined black, and 
BR mixed-traffic lined black with 'British Railways' lettering, early emblem or late crest, and BR mixed traffic lined 
black with early emblem or late crest. 

NEW COLOUR LIGHT SIGNAL CONTROLLER FROM MEGAPOINTS CONTROLLERS

MegaPoints 
Controllers has 
announced the 
new AutoSignal, 
a modern image 
colour light 
controller for 2, 3, 
or 4 aspect colour 
light signals with 
feather indicator.

Designed 
for 12V LEDs and available in common negative 
(common cathode) or common positive (common 
anode) signals, the new controller can connect to 
a number of sensors to read your layout, including 

DCC current sensing for automatic block occupancy, 
points position sensors for automatic feather 
switching and even an infra-red sensor for analogue 
layouts.

Available to order now and priced at £25.00, the 
new controller can manage 2, 3 or 4 aspect colour 
signals from N gauge to G.

AutoSignals connect together using off-the-shelf 
servo-type cables. The cable distributes power to 
other AutoSignals, so it’s only necessary to power 
one per connected chain. When multiple AutoSignals 
are connected, they automatically communicate 
with each other ensuring that the correct aspect is 
displayed based on track occupancy and position.

AutoSignal also features an adjustable timer 

mode for standalone operation or to simulate signals 
beyond a scenic section, plus a built-in circuit to 
operate an Automatic Brake Controller (ABC) via a 
connected relay, which enables trains to decelerate 
and stop at a red signal automatically.

Diverging junction routes are indicated by flashing 
yellow and flashing double yellow signals. At the 
feather signal, a yellow will give way to green as the 
train approaches, indicating the divergent route is 
clear.

The new colour light signal controller was 
developed in conjunction with Pete Waterman for an 
exhibition this year and can be seen in action on his 
OO gauge layout at Chester Cathedral, which is on 
display until September 3.  
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LOCOMOTION MODELS 

COMMISSIONS TANK 

WAGON EXCLUSIVE

Locomotion Models has announced the release of its 
second exclusive collectable wagon, to be produced 
by Dapol. The OO gauge fictitious wagon is finished in 
teal green, carrying Railway Museum and Locomotion 
branding, and carries marking indicating that it is to run 
between Shildon and York only. The model carries the 
number 202122 and is LM002 in its collectable wagon 
series. The wagons would make a suitable souvenir 
when visiting its museums in Shildon or York.

Its first release was eagerly-purchased by collectors, 
as well as visitors, so early ordering is recommended. 
Produced in OO gauge, the souvenir van has metal 
wheels and NEM coupling pockets, allowing modellers 
to fit alternative couplings if desired.

DECORATED SAMPLES OF ACCURASCALE MK. 5 EMERGE

Accurascale has unveiled decorated samples of its Mk. 5 
coaches for OO gauge, in Caledonian Sleeper livery, offering 
a progress report on the project.

The manufacturer has insisted that fit and finish on 
these pre-production coaches will be improved further on 
production models, with refinements and improvements 
to the paint finish expected. The deceptively complex 
Caledonian Sleeper livery is said to be "coming together 
nicely with an excellent colour match for the tricky 
Caledonian Sleeper Midnight teal colour".

Detail on the coaches covers separate boxes, grilles, 
cylinders and conduits replicated as per the prototypes. 
Much printing and full lighting is fitted to each coach. 
Accurascale has said that models are devoid of light bleed.

Another area the manufacturer is keen to highlight 
concerns its new magnetic Dellner couplings, which permit 
close coupling on up to third radius curves. Accurascale 
plans to retail these separately too, designed to fit into 
NEM sockets. Each coach pack is expected to be supplied 
with a set of tension-lock couplings for each coach to help 

negotiate second radius and couple to other items of 
stock. Despite many positive points with these samples, 
Accuracsale’s designers and engineers have a list 
of minor improvements following assessment of the 
samples. This will include glazing, some printing such as 
the warning labels and smaller signs, and overspray in 
some areas.

With a similar amount of warning labels, interesting 
angles, shades and fades, the models in Trans-Pennine 
Express livery push model production techniques to the 
limit. The factory has reportedly tried a few techniques 
to replicate the livery faithfully, but without success. 
Accurascale commented, "As all the layers to the 
livery are added, it begins to damage it elsewhere. It 
has proven very frustrating for our factory engineers! 
The visible paint lines through the doors were also 
unacceptable."

Accurascale is currently working on a new batch, 
mixing techniques to get the desired finish. As such, 
we haven't seen photographs of finished TPE sets. The 
sleepers have been assessed and feedback is on its 
way to the factory. The factory has assured Accurascale 
that it will have finished TPE samples for assessment 
in eight weeks. Production of the models is expected in 
2022. Accurascale had hoped it would be further on in 
the project, but the livery challenge wasn't fully foreseen.

GWR STEAM RAILMOTOR – FIRST SAMPLES 

REVEALED

Kernow Model Rail Centre has received first engineering prototypes of its eagerly-
awaited GWR Steam Railmotor for OO gauge, which are being evaluated and tested. 
Livery artwork is underway concurrent with testing the EPs and Kernow MRC is hoping 
to see decorated samples by the autumn, ahead of production.

Graham Muspratt, Development Manager said, “It is great to receive the 
Engineering Prototypes for full checking and testing, although we are already aware of 
a few minor issues to amend. Initial tests show that they run very quietly and smoothly 
and the valve gear is a joy to watch in action. We thank the Great Western Society for 
all their continued support and valued input as the project progresses.” 

The GWR Steam Railmotor models have electrical pick-ups on all wheels and 
working valve gear including the radius rod and piston valve stem. The motor is 
positioned vertically hidden inside the moulded boiler of the power bogie. Models 
have working directional oil lamps and interior lights and are DCC ready with a 21-pin 
decoder socket and 28mm speaker preinstalled.

Tooling allows for both the Diagram ‘O’ type and the Diagram ‘R’ type Steam 
Railmotors to be produced in five versions, as listed below. The diagram 'O' type 
differs externally to the diagram ‘R’ with larger boiler room windows, double leaf 
passenger doors and ‘Fishbelly’ rather than ‘Equalising’ bogies. The following variants 
are being promised:
•  (K2301) GWR Steam Railmotor Diagram ‘R’ number 93 in GWR lined crimson lake 

(as preserved) 
•  (K2302) GWR Steam Railmotor Diagram ‘R’ number 97 in simplified GWR chocolate 

and cream (Late-1920s onwards)
•  (K2303) GWR Steam Railmotor Diagram ‘O’ number 63 in GWR lined brown 

(1908–1912)
•  (K2304) GWR Steam Railmotor Diagram ‘R’ number 85 in GWR lined crimson lake 

(1912–1922)
•  (K2305) GWR Steam Railmotor Diagram ‘O’ number 61 in GWR fully lined chocolate 

and cream (1903–1908)
The preserved Railmotor No. 93 was laser scanned at the Didcot Railway Centre, 

and the detailed CADs were produced using further reference to original GWR archive 
drawings and the kind assistance of Graham Drew, Great Western Society Railmotor 
Project Manager.

RAPIDO TRAINS UPDATES ON MODEL 

PROJECTS

Rapido Trains has shared images of models of its Gunpowder vans for OO gauge. 
Previously seen as 3D-printed models to prove that the CAD works, these first 
engineering samples from its new tooling are a positive sign of progress on the project. 
Tooling is being refined as livery decisions are finalised.

Marketing Manager for Rapido Trains, Richard Foster, commented, "Having overseen 
the final stages of the design process, I thought I knew what these wagons would look 
like. But nothing can truly prepare you for seeing what has only existed as coloured pixels 
on a screen in three-dimensional plastic reality."

He continued, "Quite how the mould-makers have been able to create some of the fine 
detail on these vans is beyond me. Yet they have. Highlights include the beautiful little 
chain links on the doors. It's the amount of metal involved that makes these models really 
stand out for me. I knew what materials were planned but nothing could prepare me for 
actually seeing the brass buffer heads and the tiny brass lamp irons. Even the ‘W’ irons 
and the tiebars are die-cast and they just shout ‘quality and reliability’."

Rapido Trains has tooled for the Railway Clearing House GPV and the largely similar BR 
Diagram 1/260, as well as the GWR Diagram Z4. Key differences between them are the 
roof arrangements over the doors and the different headstock ends, as evident from the 
two images above.

In other news, CAD artwork for its N gauge Metrovick Co-Bo is complete, with the 
model heading to tooling. First samples are expected towards the end of the year.

Models for its previously announced Titfield Thunderbolt train pack are progressing 
too, with CAD artwork unveiled for its Loriot 'Y' and Toad brake van, the latter requiring 
completion.
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Almost four decades in the making and still entertaining crowds with every 
show appearance, The Model Railway Club's capital scene is re-visited. 

COPENHAGEN 
FIELDS

Words: Tim Watson Photography: Phil Parker

Dominion of Canada heads north from Gasworks Tunnel with an 
express. The locomotive body started as a Lone Star 1950s push along 

toy, probably making it the oldest 2mm scale locomotive in service!

2mm scale



D
eciding on a prototype to model 

and making it are two very 

different things, especially as 

modelling a ‘busy’ city-scape requires 

rather more planning than needed for an 

open green fields scene. The three main 

protagonists of the new project back in 

1983 were myself (dentist), Mike Randall (a 

woodwork teacher) and John Birkett-Smith 

(an architect). The original plan evolved 

from discussion within a much larger 

group that had developed with our previous 

bucolic N gauge / 2mm:1ft scale layout, 

‘Chiltern Green & Luton Hoo’. 

It was always intended that 'Copenhagen 

Fields' would record the history and 

character of the lands to the immediate 

north of Kings Cross. The railway scene 

at Belle Isle, past Gasworks Tunnel on the 

East Coast Main Line, is the closest bit of 

main line railway to the Club (apart from 

the Northern Line tube that runs under 

our club rooms at Keen House). Belle Isle, 

a shortened Copenhagen tunnel and the 

beginnings of the Holloway bank would 

therefore seem a natural choice for us to 

model if we wanted to depict an urban 

railway. While the main lines are in cuttings 

or tunnels, the Kings Cross Goods Yard 

opens up into a fan of sidings framed by 

York Way Viaduct, now but a memory 

following the HS1 rail development.

Planning begins
During the initial planning phase, we 

photographed the surrounding area so 

that our model buildings could be accurate 

copies of existing structures, or at least 

typical examples. Three buildings were 

made: the Caledonian Road tube station, 

Tom Clark’s Baptist chapel on the junction 

with Market Road and Paul Holth’s White 

Horse Public House on the corner of 

the Caledonian Market. Unfortunately, 

most of the surrounding buildings have 

subsequently been lost to re-development, 

underpinning the historical nature of our 

layout.

Mike Randall was adamant that the new 

scene should have trains coming straight 

towards the viewer, across the scene, 

something we achieved with the North 

London Railway (NLR). Space constraints at 

Keen House meant that there would be the 

need for compression in some directions - 

especially east-west: but the railway through 

Belle Isle and the Holloway bank would be 

to scale length. It is to the credit of John 

and his architectural skills that the concept 

was drawn up and made into an intricate 

small-scale ‘concept model’. This was used 

to ‘sell’ the project to the MRC and anyone 

interested: it is uncanny that the layout has 

turned out to be very recognisably-based 

on it. This plan was sanctioned by the MRC 

committee in December 1983.

John planned the first stage in great 

detail with full working drawings for 

baseboard construction, spot heights for 

track and scenery, an accurate trackplan 

and some hints of the future street layout. 

We deliberately made the main line 

tracks flat, rather than on the prototype 

1-in-105 gradient rising from Gasworks 

tunnel, primarily to make life easier for the 

passenger engines. The downside is that the 

goods trains have slightly hillier journeys.

Trackwork
Robust hidden track work was an item 

on our wish list. A founder of 2mm scale 

A J50 shunts wagons amongst the North London terraced 
houses on top of Copenhagen Tunnel. 

LAYOUT FOCUS



modelling, Denys Brownlee, had used brass 

strips for the hidden tracks on his own 

layout and we considered this could be 

developed further for ‘Copenhagen Fields’. 

Another excellent engineer, Peter Clark, 

made a special rolling machine to bend the 

6 x 2mm strips to the minimum radius of 

600mm for the hidden curves of the layout. 

These are screwed directly, in gauge, to 

the ply baseboards with 3/8in brass wood 

screws. Our brass fiddle yard rails never fail 

to attract enquiries when on exhibition, but 

they do ensure much greater reliability of 

running than conventional railway tracks 

– especially when taking into account the 

rigours of moving the boards when going to 

shows. If something derails, it will carry on, 

riding the top of the brass strip, until it can 

be dealt with.

Until relatively recently, all 2mm scale 

track work has been hand-made using 

soldered construction and copper-clad 

paxolin sleepers. Bill Blackburn took this 

and refined a system, including etched 

chairs that also used home-milled nickel 

silver strip to make the bullhead rail. 

Fortunately, the scale is now well served 

by readily available drawn bullhead rail 

and plastic moulded sleeper bases. These 

have been used in the later stages of track 

laying, although turnouts and the complex 

formations that make up the main line 

and goods yard tracks are all of soldered 

construction.

The wiring on 'Copenhagen Fields' 

grew into a terrible tangle over the last 30 

years and was becoming dysfunctional. 

A major re-wire was undertaken by Rob 

Stewart as a matter of urgency – following 

a very unreliable showing at an exhibition 

– introducing logic and more robustness 

to the system. Control is via DC PICtroller 

feedback controls – there would be no 

real gain in having DCC for operating the 

layout.

Scenic structures

We were fortunate to acquire from David 

Hammersley a zinc-etched moulding plate 

for making our own brick styrene sheet. 

This produces a very fine representation 

of English bond brickwork. The sheets are 

hand-made by Richard Wilson, who has 

made a number of the shops along the front 

of the layout. Slight imperfections in the 

brick moulding can often be used to good 

effect to give the structures more character. 

Many Club members have contributed to 

buildings on the layout, from all corners 

of the globe. In particular, Tom Knapp, 

an architect then living in San Francisco 

(now Hawaii), has made some very fine 

buildings, even including a replica of our 

headquarters, Keen House.

Mike Randall became a master of 

producing rows of wood block houses and 

factories at varying scales, to try out in 

various positions. It was a given from the 

outset that we would use a diminishing scale 

on the layout – forced perspective – as it is 

now termed. True perspective modelling 

would be very hard to achieve with a scene 

occupying a 6m frontage, with multiple 

viewing points. 

Domestic houses are of recognisable size 

and scale, but factories come in all shapes 

and sizes and so we often use a factory to 

allow a change in scale behind it. Another 

indication of scale changes is to look at the 

pubs on the corners of the meat market or 

the churches with spires on the layout – all 

2mm scale
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carved from wood by Mike, but to very 

different scales.

The scale of the models is obviously 1:150 

at the front, reducing to 1:450 at the back; 

one could say that it is the biggest T gauge 

railway in the world. We occasionally get a 

T gauge Oerlikon set running through the 

backscene. The models at the front feature 

as much detail as we can accommodate, 

but we have deliberately downplayed detail 

and colours in the distance with a limited 

palette, leaving it to the observer to think 

they are seeing more detail than is the case.

Once the scene began to encompass the 

streets around Belle Isle – made famous 

by the 1955 film The Ladykillers – it was 

evident that we needed rows of London 

terraced houses with the characteristic 

front parapets. These particular streets had 

long since been re-developed, but Brian 

Dollemore surveyed typical local survivors 

and carved pear wood patterns for three 

types of two- and three-storey houses. These 

masters were subsequently solid cast in 

polyester resin, but then filleted with a band 

saw to remove 70% of their considerable 

weight. Richard Cook assembled dozens 

into a representation of the streets above 

Copenhagen Tunnel. The most famous 

of these is Frederica St., which had Mrs 

Wilberforce’s stage house built at the end of 

the film. Unfortunately, we don't have room 

for this, due to space compression.

Lack of space, even in 2mm scale, leads 

to many compromises and fudges. A classic 

example of this is the area representing the 

Kings Cross goods yards at the southern 

left-hand end of the layout. If we modelled 

this to scale, there would be no buildings 

in the area, but it was realised early on that 

we wanted a mass of structures to visually 

balance the rest of the scene at the right-

hand end. Back in 2012, Mike Randall 

constructed a large pair of goods sheds 

using laser cutting techniques to start to 

give some idea of what was wanted.

As more and more prototype information 

has become available, the scene has 

undergone a series of changes with the 

goods sheds reducing in size, but becoming 

visually more complicated, hence more 

interesting. There is now a very ‘busy’ scene 

at the south end including the York Road 

tube, Paget Christian Mission, a block 

of shops and a garage. If we have decent 

photographs to work to then models can be 

made quite accurately.

Running trains
In reality, Belle Isle was an area of London 

Framed by the NLR viaduct, a GC 9P 4-6-0 Valour coasts through Belle Isle on its way to Kings Cross. This locomotive 
ran on early LNER Pullman services in full GC livery in 1923.

A view across the massed houses of 'Copenhagen Fields'. In the very centre of the view is a model of Keen House, both 
out of position and time, but quite fun to include it. 
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An N2 in GNR livery scurries along with a four-wheel suburban set, with the NLR viaduct in the background and a GC 9P 
(LNER B3) on the fast lines. 

The impressive ‘Balmoral’ public house, featuring a temporary window repair following some vandalism. It faces onto the Caledonian Road, with Frederica St on the side - famous for 
the location of the Ladykillers' house at its far end. This building still exists, although many of the prototypes on Copenhagen Fields have disappeared.

where the cacophony of train movements 

would have been almost overwhelming 

– and then it could just as quickly be 

remarkably quiet, almost rural with the 

wide cutting sides – both being something 

that we hope ‘Copenhagen Fields’ can 

represent quite well. Sound effects come 

from the film out-takes of The Lady 

Killers, playing from a small video screen 

embedded in the front of the layout.

The crux of the project when we started 

was that train movement would be visible 

at all times, somewhere along the front. 

We run full-length trains representing 

East Coact Main Line practice over the 

first 40 years of the 20th Century. There 

are, in essence, six circuits representing 

the GNR main lines and goods lines 

with separate loops for the NLR. The 

locomotives and stock run virtually 

continuously, with up to two trains per 

line. The mileage that they accumulate is 

not trivial – well into hundreds of miles 

for some of the older mechanisms. Most 

locomotives have scratch-built chassis using 

2mm scale
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the near-standard split frame pick up for 

2mm scale locomotives. They often have 

a coreless motor and an integral gearbox 

incorporated. Whilst these can be quite 

expensive, they do give good reliability and 

the absolute prerequisite of slow running. 

Alternatively, many tender locomotives have 

the motor in the tender driving through to 

the locomotive.

Exhibiting progress
It was always a given that the model would 

be exhibited under construction from 

the earliest days, with blank areas shown 

awaiting development. If that had not been 

the case and we had delayed showing until 

more complete then the project would have 

floundered – the end game would have 

been too far away to keep our interest. We 

also decided to build the layout in stages, 

starting at the much simpler Holloway 

Bank (right-hand end), then moving south 

through Copenhagen Tunnel towards the 

North London Line, Belle Isle and Gasworks 

Tunnel. 

Today, the main operation is divided 

into four positions: one person at each 

end running the passenger and, currently, 

the goods lines. The operator view is 

spectacular from either end, but it is 

interesting how members of the team have 

quite strong preferences for which end they 

work from. Another person behind the 

backscene is in charge of the NLR goods 

trains and Oerlikon EMU shuttle service. 

We use iPads to look through the backscene, 

with small holes in the sky.

There is often a fourth operator who sits 

at the front, shunting the Caledonian Goods 

& Coal Yard in the middle of the layout. 

Apart from having a grandstand view of 

the trains, they also serve to answer any 

questions from the public.

Much effort has been expended in 

making suitable cases so that moving 

damage can be minimised. It all fits very 

snugly into a Luton-headed 35cwt Transit 

van, which is quite surprising, considering 

the overall volume of the model.

‘Copenhagen Fields’ is displayed as a 

massive diorama with stage lighting and a 

large backscene. This is made of three sheets 

of thin ply and slots into place behind the 

scenery. The fact that it is partly concave 

in plan view helps to improve its stability. 

Nonetheless, it gets re-touched occasionally 

to keep it looking fresh, especially on 

the joints. There are some fairly stormy 

skies above ‘Copenhagen Fields’ and the 

A view past the cemetery building spire into Kings Cross Goods Yard where a fi sh van train has just arrived. The 
extensive goods sheds can be seen to the left: an area of the model that has been extensively developed over the last 
year. The Midland roundhouse can be seen behind York Way viaduct. The roundhouse was demolished in 1931: the 
model is an interesting exercise in perspective modelling.

Making a model of a building being demolished requires a great deal of thought about how it was made in the fi rst 
place. It was a useful solution to an awkward triangular plot on top of Gasworks Tunnel.
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Looking northwards over the goods sheds at the yard throat and the the Belle Isle mainline ‘trough’. The telegraph poles through the building rooves were a feature at Kings Cross.

These buildings on North Road were made in the early ‘90s, in the fi rst completed stage of 'Copenhagen Fields'.

2mm scale
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Rolling stock is derived from many sources, 
but much of it has been kit- or scratch-built 
over the years. 3D printing technologies are 
also becoming highly appropriate for making 
wagons and some carriages, especially when 
combined with etched carriage sides for later-
style vehicles.

One feature of Copenhagen Fields is that Club 
members and individuals associated with the 
project are immortalised in shop & factory 
names. 

Our road vehicles are often scratch-built or heavily modifi ed commercial 
models. Getting decent horses has been a real challenge for 2mm scale 
carts and drays, but that has been recently solved, again by 3D printing, 
courtesy of La� ence Boule in New Zealand. We can never have too many 
horse-drawn vehicles on ‘Copenhagen Fields’ and the availability of these 
horses will be a boon.

The tube station is an excellent example of team working with modern technologies. Jim Watt drew up the CAD artwork for the 
windows and had these etched. Meanwhile, Richard Wilson took the same CAD data and worked up 3D-printed shapes for 
the window surrounds, and dentil courses. Even with the application of all this technology, each individual bay of the classic 
Leslie Green tube station requires 50 separate components to complete it. To make it more interesting, the interior is modelled, 
including the ladies' and gents' toilets (look out for the gent reading the newspaper on the loo). The sanitary ware was drawn 
up in Australia and 3D-printed in Croydon by Justin Colson.

The model has a huge 
mechanism made by Denys 
Brownlee, running under 
the road in a trough. This 
is coupled via magnets to 
the very fi ne model on top, 
made by Matthew Wald, 
who was also responsible 
for the delicate B type bus 
outside the Caledonian Road 
tube station, as well as many 
buildings on the layout. 

‘Copenhagen Fields’ represents many modes of wheeled transport in 
London with both the working Piccadilly Line tube and a tram moving 
along the Caledonian Road – powered in the prototype by the ‘conduit’ 
system between the rails.
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spotlighting intensity and colours are used 

to project some of that drama onto the 

ground below. 

As with any staged production, a 

proscenium arch is used to frame the 

scene as a picture. The structure consists 

of triangular sectioned plywood with a 

clear span of the 22ft layout. This amazing 

construction, consisting of four sections 

bolted together, was designed and built by 

Mike Randall. For fairly obvious reasons, 

they are known as the Toblerones. This 

supports the lighting tracks at the front 

and also has a bank of spotlights built in to 

the back of the structure. These are aimed 

at the backscene, which gives it a certain 

luminosity, helping to back-illuminate the 

layout in the distance.

Assembling the layout at a show takes 

five hours, once we are in the hall, with the 

main ring of baseboards carefully set using 

a spirit level, via adjustable feet on the leg 

boxes. At the end of a show, we take about 
An Oerlikon EMU slows down as it enters ‘Barnsbury’ NLR station. The building is actually based on Mildmay Park 
station, it’s on the wrong side of the road, which should be under the railway and not vice versa. Apart from that it is 
quite accurate…

Flying Scotsman on the 'Queen of Scots' Pullman is overhauling Dominion of Canada in a classic 'Copenhagen Fields' scene on the Holloway Bank. Flying Scotsman was completely 
scratch-built (motor excepted) by the late Denys Brownlee. It is a magnifi cent engine.

2mm scale
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Trackplan

COPENHAGEN FIELDS

three hours to dismantle and load up the 

van. The weary team then have a drive back 

to our headquarters, to offload – often very 

late that night.

Final thoughts
‘Copenhagen Fields’ is now an historical 

record of London in its own right; in 1983 

the re-development of the Kings Cross 

railway lands seemed like it was never going 

to happen but, my word, it has now. As a 

bunch of about a dozen or so individuals, 

we have managed to work together to 

consistent standards over close to four 

decades, embracing new technologies as 

they become available. I never thought 

‘Copenhagen Fields’ would take this long 

to build, but equally, the layout concept has 

maintained people’s interest. Shunting the Caledonian Goods & Coal Yard with PO wagons named after the actors in The Ladykillers fi lm. 
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What we think…
For more than three decades, ‘Copenhagen Fields’ has entertained exhibition-goers, providing a spectacle of landscape grandeur to which 2mm:1ft scale lends 

itself so well. Only when seeing the model at close quarters and speaking with its creators do you realise how much of a jigsaw puzzle it is to assemble. This is partly 

because of its size, but also the complexity of its shape with tunnels that require access should a train derail – there’s also the track cleaning aspect to consider, too. 

The joints between removable segments are ingeniously hidden, using buildings, walls and hedges to hide small gaps. The layout continues to evolve, but the initial 

carefully planned concept has stood the test of time well.

Not surprisingly, some of the layout’s 

pioneers are no longer with us, but it is 

a memorial to their prowess and input. 

‘Copenhagen Fields’ has certainly taken on 

a life of its own, and is still some way from 

completion – but at least it now mostly 

fulfils the promises that we made back in 

1983. The apparent over-engineering that 

we applied from the early days has stood the 

test of time so that layout maintenance is 

not too onerous.

We have been very fortunate to have 

many talented people contributing to the 

layout, only some of whom have been 

mentioned by name in this article. Most 

importantly, it would not have been possible 

without the support of that venerable, but 

also quietly dynamic, organisation: The 

Model Railway Club.Silver Fox drifts into Kings Cross on the up 'Silver Jubilee'. The engine started life as a Farish product, but has a 
completely new chassis and different tender body. We have plans in hand for a 'Coronation' set to join our roster of 
trains. The magnifi cent building on the left of the cutting is the erstwhile terminus of the cemetery service that ran from 
Maiden Lane to New Southgate in the 1850s. 

2mm scale
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TECHNIQUES

Words & photography: Phil Parker

GET THE 
INDUSTRIAL LOOK 
WITH GEOSCENICS

S
ome people will visit an attraction and 

feel the urge to take a photograph, 

or even draw a sketch of it, but I'm 

inspired to build a model. 

In July's issue of BRM, you can read about 

the trip Andy York and I took to visit Rocks 

by Rail in Leicestershire. A cracking day out 

for the industrial railway enthusiast that left 

me wondering how I could turn it into a 

micro layout. 

Part of the appeal would be to use both 

narrow gauge and standard gauge tracks 

with one feeding the other. As more OO9 

models have appeared, I know there are 

many modellers thinking about something 

along these lines to add more interest to 

their model. 

I won't claim this is a new idea. In fact, I'm 

really only building a small-scale version of 

Giles Flavell's crowd-pleasing micro layout 

'The End of the Line'. Despite its tiny size, 

the layout was popular with exhibition 

visitors largely because of the operating 

skip wagons which tipped, and the radio-

controlled lorries. 

Challenging enough in 7mm:1ft scale, 

these weren't going to be practical in 

4mm:1ft scale, but that doesn't mean I can't 

have the look of the model with my version. 

The scene is also a test bed for several 

products from Geoscenics. These are natural 

materials that look great and are simple to 

use. I have tried the pothole road kit in the 

past, and it is superb, so I'm looking forward 

to getting my hands on some of the others. 

Top of the list is the track weathering 

materials – a job difficult to do well without 

an airbrush, but I'm happy to report they are 

easy to use and give excellent results. The 

oil spill kit replicated the gunky, horrible 

sludge left by diesels without requiring any 

unpleasant chemicals, something I've not 

achieved to my satisfaction in the past.

Since this is a test piece, I've kept it 

small. The baseboard is only 60cm x 35cm, 

compact enough to be a feature in the corner 

of a larger layout, but one that could appear 

to generate some useful goods traffic for the 

rest of the line. The only problem with the 

size is that I've hardly touched the generous 

supplies of Geoscenics products, but now 

I've had the chance to test them properly, 

you can be sure they will be featuring in 

future projects!

Inspired by a recent trip to a preserved railway, Phil Parker builds a narrow gauge feeder 

line that could enhance any layout. 
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I knew roughly what I aimed to build, but there's nothing like putting some track on the baseboard and seeing how 
everything will fi t. Nothing is pinned down at this stage, but it's enough to allow me to run a loco to make sure it can 
cope with the curves. 

1

If a point motor is to be fi tted under the baseboard, I'll 
need to be able to get at it, hence a great big hole is 
cut beneath the operating slot under the tiebar. A cheap 
hole-cutting saw fi tted in an electric drill makes short 
work of this job.

2

Scenic work starts with the loading bank wall. As this is 
supposed to be concrete, I'm using rectangles of 2mm 
thick Daler Board, each 50mm x 12mm. Those would be 
hefty beams in real life, but not unbelievably so. They are 
fi tted to a card wall with PVA glue, and a square ensures 
they are lined up. 

3

While I don't want all the faces unnaturally fl ush with 
one another, the differences should be fractions of a 
millimetre. Using quality card means it can be sanded 
with a fi ne abrasive, removing any unwanted lips and 
bumps at the same time. 

4

The card has some texture but spraying car primer at it 
from a distance, so that paint is slightly dry when it hits 
the card, adds a bit more. Random blasts of beige and 
grey provide a good base colour to work with for the next 
step. 

5

Precision Paints concrete colours are splodged onto the 
card faces using a piece of sponge to produce random 
shades. These are brought together by dabbing talcum 
powder on and then sweeping this downwards with a 
stiff brush.

7

The hillside starts life as a piece of expanded polystyrene 
roughly shaped with a hot wire cutter. A knife will work 
too, but be much messier. This is then fi xed down with 
PVA glue. The weights ensure everything is fi rmly fi xed 
together. Final shaping is carried out with a Surform, a 
messy job, but really simple and effective. 

6

Using plaster-impregnated bandage, the hillside is given 
a hard shell. Cut the material into small strips, soak each 
one in water, then place it on the hill, smoothing down 
with your fi ngers to spread the plaster. A few layers will 
ensure a nice hard surface that will take any type of paint 
and glue.

8

Left to dry overnight, the plaster bandage is ready for 
a coat of brown emulsion. I blend a few shades on the 
model to avoid too uniform a result. If the grass applied 
later leaves bare patches, it will look like mud showing 
through.

9

With the worst of the 
messy work complete, 
the track is put back into 
position. I double check 
that there is clearance 
on the lower level and 
that the hoppers on the 
narrow gauge are close 
enough to the edge to 
tip their load into the 
standard gauge wagons.

10
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The lower level is ballasted with Geoscenics Siding 
Ballast. This is a dark colour representing the sort of low-
quality recycled stone that you tend to fi nd away from 
the main running lines. It's fi xed with thinned Geoscenics 
Scenery Glue glue – a 60:30 mix of glue to water, plus a 
drop of washing up liquid to reduce surface tension.

11

Once the glue has dried, I pull the pins out of the sleepers as they are long enough to stick through the bottom of the 
board (I'll remember to check this in future) and the holes are hidden with a tiny bit of fi ller. 

12

I don't want to gum the point up, so apply neat Scenery 
Glue around the moving parts, then sprinkle ballast into 
it. Once dry, loose stones are removed and the ones 
stuck in place will act as a dam to stop the water glue 
from going where I don't want it later. 

13

The narrow gauge ballast is Geoscenics Pristine 
Limestone for N gauge. The smaller stones look more 
appropriate for this area and the colour suggests that 
this railway was built by a different company from the 
standard gauge. 

14

Laying the road starts with a good coat of Geoscenics 
Scenery Glue. It's less viscous than normal PVA and can 
be spread around with a brush (clean this with water) to 
cover the area with a generous coating.

15

Using the darker grey 
material from the 
Geoscenics Pothole 
Road kit, the basic 
road mix is sprinkled 
in place. There's 
loads provided, so I'm 
generous with it as I 
want my road to have 
a little depth ensuring 
that potholes show. 
More glue, thinned to 
a watery consistency, 
is dropped along the 
edges where it seeps 
in to make a grey 
'porridge'.

16
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Pat the damp grey dust down with a piece of plastic, or in my case, and old bank card, 
which is the right size for the job. The aim is to produce a reasonably level surface. But 
not a perfectly fl at one.

17

The next stage is to fi ll in the potholes with the ash colour, and add some dirt colour 
to the edges of the road. I like to do all this while the base is still wet, which means 
working reasonably quickly, but on a project this size, that isn't a problem.

18

Finish the road by wiping very gently along it with more 
plastic. This blends the colours and gives a convincingly 
fl at top surface. Even a really terrible road, once scaled 
down, won't be that lumpy. This stage takes a gentle 
touch, so it's worth learning by practising on a separate 
piece fi rst.

19

The standard gauge line is worked by diesels and 
that means the track should be covered in fi lthy gunk. 
Geoscenics Oil Spill kit contains a thin black paint and 
grey powder. I mix a little powder into the paint, and 
slosh over the track. 

20

Using a stiff brush, the powder is dabbed on the sleepers, 
absorbing the paint and producing that mucky oily sludge 
where diesels have left their mark. Any loose powder is 
fi xed with more of the paint and the effect can quickly be 
built up to suit the location. 

21

The Geoscenics Steam Track Bed Weathering kit also includes paint and powder, 
but this time, the powder goes on fi rst. A stiff brush really works it into the ballast. 
It's a messy job, but I like to let the weathering spread around as dirt does in real 
life.

22
Geoscenics recommends sealing the dust with a spray of watered-down 
scenic glue. I'm not convinced as it changes the look, but at least the dust 
is sure to stay put. More experiments are required as I like both the before 
and after effects.

23
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One the glue is dry, the track is painted with the greeny-
brown paint. It's acrylic, so I thinned it with water to 
allow me to build the effect up slowly. The thinned paint 
also seeps into the edges around sleepers and rails 
which is really effective. 

24

To guide the ore into the standard gauge wagons, a 
simple chute is required. This is bent-up from a piece of 
brass that is thin enough to be cut to size with scissors 
and then bent with pliers. Those rivets are formed using 
a special tool, but tapping a blunt nail on the back of the 
metal will work just as well.

25

After a coat of red oxide primer and some rust colour 
paint, it's dusted with Humbrol weathering powders. 
Keeping them attached to the metal is diffi cult, and in 
this case, unnecessary as the dirt would get everywhere, 
so I treat the track and ballast too. 

26

Larger lumps of ore come from the Geoscenics Medium Brown kit and are 
fi xed in place with thinned scenic glue. Splashing some on the chute turns the 
weathering powder into a liquid, allowing it to be wiped down the metal for 
greater realism. 

27 28

Around the engine shed area, I use some coal dust where the locomotive would be fuelled, and a 
nice pile of ash from the road kit to represent the waste material.

While the hill has been covered with electrostatic grass, some little patches 
in the road would be nice. These start life as blobs of glue on aluminium foil, 
sprinkled with the grass fi bres. When using a electric applicator, clip the earth 
to the foil. 

29

Once dry, the grass can be peeled away from the foil and glued onto the road and anywhere else 
small patches are required.

30 NEXT MONTH
Phil builds

the engine shedand water tower
to complete 
this scene. 



Everything you need to have a go yourself…
To help you recreate Phil’s industrial 
diorama, you can now buy all the 
Geoscenic products used in this feature 
from World of Railways, with FREE 
postage! Sold either as individual items, 
or as the packs shown below, you’ll have 
everything you need to transform your 
layout.

Exclusive: Geoscenics Track Pack
 •   Pristine Limestone N Ballast – 1kg

 •   Siding OO Ballast (1kg) – 1kg

 •   Track Bed Weathering Kit – TB Steam

 •   Oil Spill Kit     RRP: £52

Exclusive: Geoscenics Wagon Loads Pack

Includes:
• Coal X Fine – 300gr

• Iron Ore OO Wagon Load – 1kg               RRP: £20 

*Products only available to UK customers.

Exclusive: Geoscenics Scenery Pack

Includes:
• Pot Hole Road Kit

• Plaster Bandage (2 rolls)

• Lineside OO Fencing Pack (12 items)

• Ballast & Scenery Glue – 500ml   RRP: £43

Exclusive: Geoscenics Complete Pack
Includes:

RRP: £115

• Pristine Limestone N Ballast – 1kg

• Siding OO Ballast (1kg) – 1kg

• Track Bed Weathering Kit – TB Steam

• Oil Spill Kit

• Pot Hole Road Kit

• Plaster Bandage (2 rolls)

• Lineside OO Fencing Pack (12 items)

• Ballast & Scenery Glue – 500ml

• Coal X Fine – 300gr

• Iron Ore OO Wagon Load – 1kg

To view all the products 
on offer, head to... 

www.world-of-
railways.co.uk/Store/

reader-offers 



 1: KB Scale (www.kbscale.com) kit-built 

skip wagons. To make them tip, Giles 

had to modify the pivots, then devise 

a way not to gum them up again when 

painting and weathering! A tipping rail 

unloads the skips, a system used on the 

continent and in East Anglia. 

 2: This Hornby conveyor belt has been 

used ‘back-to-front’ and repainted from 

its original yellow. PVA glue strakes 

applied to the belt with a cocktail stick 

ensure the coal doesn’t roll backwards. 

 3: Bagnall 0-4-0ST built from a Roy 

Link kit, now in the KB Scale range. 

All locomotives are controlled using a 

Gaugemaster Prodigy 2 DCC system. 

 4: Ixion Models Fowler 0-4-0 diesel-

mechanical locomotive. 

5: Lionheart 16T mineral wagons. 

 6: All roads are laid using a PVA/Plaster 

mix. When dry, another thin coat of 

PVA is applied, followed by sieved ash 

recovered from bonfires. Different fires 

produce different grades of ash, so Giles 

collects and stores these for future use. 

 7: Starting with a master made from 

embossed Plastikard, a mould was 

taken, with the wall cast in Hydrocal - a 

gypsum product composed mainly of 

plaster of Paris and a small amount of 

Portland cement.

 8: Electrostatic grass is a mixture of 

three types – 4.5mm spring, 4.5mm 

summer and 6mm winter to represent 

new shoots forcing their way through 

old growth. A Greenscene Flock-It tool 

was used for application. With the basic 

layer applied, Giles spent time adding 

texture to the greenery. 

THE END OF 
THE LINE

A layout can sometimes be inspired by a new model, or 
in the case of Giles Favell, a skilfully-adapted creation.

Giles Favell’s compact layout started with a 7mm scale 
working radio-controlled flatbed lorry. Once made, building 
a layout for the miniature mechanical marvel to operate on 
seemed a sensible choice. To make things more interesting, 
the standard O gauge line is fed by a narrow-gauge railway 
running on 14mm gauge track (O14), complete with 
automatic unloading of the skip wagons. This might only be 
a little layout at 5ft x 3ft, but it packs plenty of action.  

7
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SOUTHDOWN LAKER DEPOT

All materials for this diorama were, with the 

exception of the lighting, the remote-control 

vehicle, and a job lot of used and abused buses, 

by necessity, needed to be scrounged from my 

scrap box or created to avoid the covid-related 

restrictions mentioned above. 

The buildings were scratch-built using card 

and plastic sheets with a little foam board. The 

clear window material was judiciously removed 

from an old display box. Sliding doors were added 

to the garage and my attempts at representing 

encroaching vegetation added. Small paper 

advertisements were cut from old railway 

magazines and added to the walls of the buildings. 

The window frames were constructed using scrap 

box extruded reclaimed sections.

The viaduct was a fortuitous purchase from 

a charity shop. These had been condemned 

due to damage but still resembled Tri-ang bright 

strawberry red brick viaducts from the 1960s. 

They were cut and modifi ed to size, parapets were 

added by sculpturing from clay, and the brickwork 

defi ned with a scalpel. Then vegetation and verdant 

ground scatter were added. Suitable surface 

water drainage was represented by cutting and 

shaping old sprue material. These structures were 

then subject to my fi rst serious encounters with 

an airbrush and weathering powders; Dark Earth, 

Rust, Sand and Grime being the predominant 

choices. The arches were to be used for storage 

of various depot ancillaries and general depot 

detritus; therefore, one arch has a set of lock-up 

doors added. Track and ballast were laid, after 

colour mixing with weathered highlights to defi ne 

train stopping points at signals. Weeds were then 

selectively added and ivy climbers on several of the 

arches.

For the sylvan area, the rocks were formed from 

oak bark I had in the log store, shaped in places 

and selectively darkened with dark earth. Shrubs, 

vegetation and scatter material originally from 

Gaugemaster but now recycled, were surreptitiously 

placed within the escarpment. Whilst the trees were 

heavily modifi ed and covered with a mixture of scatter 

material, they still represent a modelling commodity. The 

stone wall is also recycled from an old layout, modifi ed 

to suit, weathered, and again treated to a discernible 

amount of scatter material. The railings were converted 

from Wills kits to fi t the scratch-built brickwork, both were 

then subject to weathering with rust and dark earth.

The yard fl oodlighting was sourced from Etsy in the 

US and runs on a switched 3v battery supply, each small 

LED having to be connected via a 3v Buss underneath 

the baseboard. 

The depot yard is rubber matting from the top layer 

of a laminated food standard-approved conveyor belt. 

This has been painted and weathered, but now needs 

additional refi nement once the inspection pit has been 

completed.

The various fuelling points were scratch-built with 

modifi ed card, plastic and parts from scrap wagons, 

again all from my scrap box. Decals were computer-

generated and fi xed to the tanks etc. 

The zebra crossing with operating Belisha beacons 

was sourced from Kytes Lights. This needed diode 

protection and ran from a direct switched 3v supply. The 

battery units and switches were all accommodated in 

a small box attached to the front of the module frame 

to enable easy switching into night mode and when 

necessary, battery replacement.

The Southdown collection of both commuter and 

long-distance coach and buses were bought via 

eBay as used second-hand or damaged. These were 

repaired and painted where required. The only specifi c 

procurement was for the Oxford Scammell tow truck. 

The vehicle washing unit is a heavily modifi ed, damaged 

Scenecraft carriage washer, painted and weathered by 

judicious airbrushing. 

In order to make the diorama more interesting 

and interactive, there is currently a (shortly to be two) 

radio-controlled vehicle. The Unimog is a Carson kit, 

airbrushed into Southdown colours and weathered. This 

has provision for 35 minutes running time on a 

single charge. Front and rear lighting also feature. 

The current project underway is to modify the 

chassis and steering unit of another Carson kit to 

fi t into a bus body. The gearing will also need to be 

ratioed down to a more prototypical bus speed. 

Duplex wheel arrangement will be made for the rear 

of the bus.

I did not set out to create perfection, but to learn 

how best to continually and methodically improve 

by stretching my boundaries of competence.

Further identifi ed improvements would be: the 

second remote-controlled bus, hand-made trees, 

more weathering to the road and depot yard and a 

workshop digital sound card for the garage placed 

in a parked vehicle. Provision has already been 

made for a garage pit with lighting and more service 

auxiliary fi ttings for the workshop areas. There 

also needs to be more judicious weathering of the 

vehicles.

Brian Smith
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Washes
Take your models to the 

next level of realism

/humbrol @humbrol /humbrol

Visit www.humbrol.com where you’ll 

find help and advice as well as hints, tips 

and product demonstration videos to get 

the best out of the wide variety of 

Humbrol products available!

Before

After

� Perfect for creating grime, dust and 

rust effects

� Apply to locomotives, wagons, 

buildings and many more

BUGGLESKELLY WAGON

WEEKEND FOR O GAUGE MODELLERS 

DOCKYARD COBBLES

I have pleasure in enclosing a few pictures of our latest 

wagon, produced in aid of the restoration of Bagnall 

No. 2746 The Duke. 

The ridged roof wagon is fi ctitious but inspired by the 

fi lm Oh Mr Porter, and is in the livery of the Buggleskelly 

Lime Company Ltd.

The new wagon is priced at £16.00; email 

sleepermonster@yahoo.com for more information. 

A like-minded group of Severn Valley Railway-based O gauge modellers have organised an O gauge get-together 

at the Engine House over the weekend of 4-5 September.

Six layouts confi rmed include the Bewdley MPD Group's 'Burlish Road' and the award-winning 'Ventnor 

West', Dan Evason's 'Little Burford', 'Willowbrook Marsh' and 'Treloar Sidings' from the Luton model railway club 

(thanks Nigel!).

An impressive set up of coarse-scale trains is planned, along with a diorama of Bridgnorth Station from the 

Bridgnorth Station team and “Woody's wagons” from our own Martin Wood.

Traders booked so far include Modelu (go and get yourself scanned and printed in miniature form), 

Connoisseur Models and Walsworth Models.

Please spread the word, we’ve tried to hold something off the back of the Gauge O Guild's Guildex exhibition, 

which was due to be held over the same weekend, but unfortunately cancelled. So far, we have managed to put 

together this event at no cost to the SVR, with thanks to the layout owners for offering their layouts for nothing.

Due to limited parking at Highley, we strongly advise using the train to get there, as there will only be 4/5 car 

parking spaces available for the event.

The SVR O gauge modellers

Tom, Martin, Harry and Nick

I have also included a picture of the boiler being 

delivered to Wirksworth on Wednesday 21st July following 

extensive repairs at Locomotive Maintenance Services at 

Loughborough. The work done includes the replacement 

of the foundation ring, backhead, both tubeplates, lower 

fi rebox sides ashpan and smokebox.

Tim Oaks

After laying track in my dockyard area, I felt it was too 

plain and wanting to have the road matching the height 

of the rails as it would make it look more realistic. I had 

considered a concrete look, but living near Edinburgh, I 

thought cobbles would look nicer.

I started with a sheet of A4 Plastikard, 10mm thick, 

and measured it up against the area I planned to lay 

it out. I quickly discovered that it was only half the 

width, luckily, so I halved it and then scored horizontal 

lines across using a scalpel, with a rule for stability, 

leaving them roughly 3mm apart. I gave them a splash 

of Revell Matt 75 stone grey enamel paint and then 

scored the vertical lines, gauging the width by eye to 

ensure a uniform, yet authentic, genuine look to the 

cobblestones.

Once I had completed scoring the vertical lines, I 

added a liberal coating of Humbrol black weathering 

powder with a large brush and a bit of water. I gave it 

a moment before using a wet kitchen towel to wipe off 

most of the powder, making sure it was going into the 

scored sections, as this was integral to its look. Once 

that was done, I coated the cobbles in lacquer to keep 

them protected from the elements in my outdoor layout 

and then positioned the sheet. I marked out where 

the rails would be and cut the strips out appropriately, 

before gluing it onto the layout. One quick test with the 

rails and it was good to go!

Daniel Milburn

DOCKYARD COBBLES
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w Full/part collections purchased
w No need for a list - we travel and view/collect
w Everything purchased - railways, die-cast & Railwayana
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Words & photography: Howard Smith

BASEBOARD 
BASICS

BACK TO...

At the heart of every successful model railway lies a baseboard. Howard Smith provides 

an overview of the options available, and initial considerations for best results. 

B
aseboards are one of the most 

important elements of a model 

railway, fact. Successful running 

and viewing of models is influenced by the 

boards on which they run, how level these 

are, the size of the joints between them, their 

viewing height, their size, shape, ease of 

transportability and presentation.

Model railways – as with most hobbies 

– should be enjoyable, yet many modellers 

dislike, perhaps even despise, this critical 

first step of construction. 

Granted, we’re not all skilled at carpentry, 

and learning a new skill on your own project 

can prove costly if you cut your ordered 

timber to the incorrect dimensions, so it’s 

worth considering your options.

Today, we’re fortunate in that model 

railway baseboards can be ordered from the 

shelf from a number of UK-based suppliers 

in a variety of sizes. If desired, some of these 

suppliers will manufacture custom-shaped 

boards to match your exacting requirements 

– that swooping curve to the front of your 

layout, a lifting access hatch, even an odd-

shaped board because your corner wall isn’t 

square.

It’s better to over-engineer a baseboard 

than to encounter problems later on. Often, 

baseboards that are well-constructed 

will outlast the models that sit above, 

their owners changing scale, re-using 

boards where possible for a new project. 

Having witnessed attempts to save layouts 

constructed on baseboards using sub-

standard materials, I can say with confidence 

that it’s often easier to start afresh than it is 

to attempt to salvage something that’s final 

destination is – despite all best efforts – the 

skip.

So, if you’re starting a new layout or 

diorama project, it’s worth considering these 

options to ensure you get the most out of 

your time and financial investment and that 

your project gets off to a flying start. 

BUILD A BASEBOARDFollow our step-by-step guide on www.world-of-railways.co.uk/techniques 

Available ready-to-install for hassle-free construction, or built to your own 
design (bottom), or constructed from a fl at-pack kit (top), there are now more 
options for the modeller seeking good model railway underpinnings than ever.  
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Dimensions
Sounds obvious, doesn’t it? The usual adage 

of measure twice, cut once, but are the walls to 

which you’re installing baseboards square? In my 

experience, it’s rarely the case and while a few 

centimetres discrepancy in the diagonal of a wall is 

acceptable to builders, it can create an awkward 

gap between your boards. Measure the diagonals 

of your room at baseboard height – they should be 

equal. If those 90-degree corner baseboards you’re 

constructing or ordering aren’t a snug fit, they risk 

throwing others out of alignment.

Design

Whether outsourcing or making your own baseboards, its size and shape will be determined by a plan, 

ideally the more-detailed, the better. The location of points, cross-overs and signals are best kept away from 

the edges of baseboards allowing motors to fit underneath more easily. Trackplan software such as Anyrail 

can be used to plot your layout, creating custom baseboards to suit accordingly. With sufficient planning, 

and a little more time, rectangular flat-fronted boards can be replaced with boards featuring smooth, curved 

transitions for a better visual appearance, perhaps even integrated proscenium arches. ‘Copenhagen Fields’, 

as featured in this issue, is a good example of a layout featuring organic curves. Board sides made of 9mm 

ply should ideally feature sides with a depth of around 6in for strength while being sufficient to hide most 

slow-action point motors. Underboard ply cross-bracing every half metre too is ideal. Consider the maximum 

width of your boards – you’ll need to reach models should they derail! 

Floors can vary in height, 

particularly in older houses. 

Dips in baseboards can cause 

problems, potentially with 

rolling stock wanting to ‘free-

roll’ out of a siding onto your 

main line, or trains accelerating 

or slowing as they circulate. 

Checking your floors with a 

spirit level is recommended. 

Installing adjustable feet on 

the legs of your baseboards 

will remove irregularities at 

floor level. For exhibition 

layout builders, though most 

sports halls and exhibition 

centres have level floors, some events held on 

heritage railway sites with concrete floors or under 

temporary marquees, can be uneven. 

Adjustability
Height

Viewing height of a model is subjective. If your layout is purely for home viewing, you can select a height that 

best suits your preference, but for exhibition viewing, other factors should be considered. A closer to eye-

level viewing height can provide a more immersive – hence more realistic – experience, but our heights vary, 

so consider a best average height. Smaller scales like N are sometimes best viewed from an ‘eye in the sky’ 

position if more landscape is on display.

Though mostly irrelevant if constructing baseboards 

for a home layout, if you’re planning to take a layout 

to exhibitions and enjoy some of the experiences 

that come with it, you’ll need to consider ease of 

transport, too. The lighter the baseboard, the less 

frustration it – or they – will cause when setting up 

a temporary layout at home, or at an exhibition. 

Weight doesn’t always guarantee strength, so a 

baseboard should be well-engineered.  

Weight
Materials

Choose wisely. Ply has been widely adopted 

as the material of choice for the construction 

of model baseboards for its high strength 

relative to its thickness. Available in common 

thicknesses of 5, 9, 12 and 15mm – 9mm 

being the most-used for baseboards – it is 

easily cut with a circular saw or jigsaw. The 

material works best when braced underneath 

for strength, and thinner thicknesses are 

more easily bent to form curves, if needed. 

Ply is available in different qualities, varying 

in price. Opt for a longer-lasting, denser 

hardwood with closer grain if a smooth visible 

surface is desired, though this will be more 

expensive. Some baseboard manufacturers use more dense medium density fibreboard (MDF), which 

creates a heavier baseboard, but one that withstands damage a little better, without splintering. More 

recent developments include using dense foam as a lightweight, but strong material, framed with ply. 

Plain Square Edge (PSE) timber is often used for legs and internal corner bracing, providing something for 

strong screws to bite into.

FIRST STEPS 
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MAKING A BASEBOARD 

1

Aside from the obvious carpentry skills required, a 
number of power tools such as jig- and circular saws are 
useful, if not vital, for the construction of baseboards for 
better accuracy. Though some of these can be hired at a 
daily rate, it often costs as much to get your wood cut at 
your local timber merchant, an option favoured by many 
modellers.

2

Simply take in a list of parts to cut with the required 
dimensions, and the on-site staff will help reduce waste 
by cutting as many parts as possible from a sheet. Some 
larger chain DIY stores offer a similar cutting service.

3

Sanding of parts with sandpaper is inevitable before fi nal 
assembly, but before rushing to glue parts check that 
everything is millimetre-perfect. Outsourcing the cutting 
of parts is only as accurate as the machine operator, and 
errors can happen. Use a square to check that angles are 
crisp and at 90 degrees where necessary, particularly on 
baseboard edges which will butt-join.    

Commonly favoured by modellers for assembly is PVA adhesive, securing 
initially with panel pins or small wood screws. I prefer an aliphatic resin 
– or similar adhesive – as used by furniture makers. Though chemically 
similar to PVA, it is modifi ed for strength and resistance to moisture. 

Alignment between boards is critical to guarantee an even rail height. Brass door hinges are a simple 
solution for little effort, installing them to the outer edges of a baseboard across a joint. Simply remove 
the pin to separate the boards if required. A neater solution is provided by baseboard dowels, those 
illustrated are of the conductive type from DCC Concepts. Layouts 4U retails brass alignment dowels 
and adjustable baseboard feet.

ORDERING BASEBOARDS

A number of specialists offer baseboard construction services, delivering ready-to-assemble or assembled items to your door. Most are supplied with legs – even control panels – and 
they provide the fastest route to model railway construction. Captive nuts and alignment dowels are often used by these professionals, and laser-cut components with tab and slot 
construction offer strength and accuracy. Through testing and experience, manufacturers can analyse your trackplan and advise on the best route to take if you’re unsure. Unphased 
by split-level or complex designs, integrating space-saving double helix spirals to access under-baseboard hidden storage sidings, their off-the-shelf solutions can often save many 
headaches. Most baseboards from these manufacturers are available in standard sizes, custom designs being provided on a case-by-case basis.

Manufacturer Modula Layouts Model Rail Baseboards White Rose Model Railway Solutions Scale Model Scenery

Off-the-shelf designs Yes No Yes Yes Yes

Custom designs Yes Yes Yes Not at present No

Baseboard materials available Birch ply MDF Ply or MDF Ply, MDF, Premium Birch MDF

Diorama baseboards Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Alignment dowels Yes Yes Yes Yes No

Adjustable feet Yes Yes Yes Yes No

Risers and double helix designs Yes, double helix available Yes No Yes No

 upon request

Assembly required Assembled/assembled Some Assembled/assembled Yes, fl at-pack, with fi xings  Yes, fl at-pack

 and installed  and installed / fl at-pack and glue provided

Contact details:

Modula Layouts: 07831 440533 / Stephen.Reed@modulalayouts.co.uk
Model Rail Baseboards: 00353 (0) 46 9738 858 / sales@modelrailbaseboards.com
White Rose: 01677 422444 / info@whiterosemodelworks.co.uk
Model Railway Solutions: 01202 798068 / shop@modelrailwaysolutions.co.uk 
Scale Model Scenery: 01530 456 952 / help@scalemodelscenery.co.uk 
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Baseboard basics
Go back to basics with Phil Parker, as he explores the key 
principles of baseboard construction.



OO

WATCH THE VIDEOS HERE
(You must have a wifi connection to stream video content)
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Manufacturers of bespoke modular baseboard systems. 
Our baseboards are supplied fully assembled, the legs just simply bolt on. 

Made from professional furniture grade MDF the construction is open 
frame with a 9mm top making them light and incredibly strong and robust. 

They are very stable and will not twist, warp or sag. 
We custom make baseboards to order to meet your exact requirements. 

Model Rail Baseboards 
Unit 2 Eden Trading Estate, Monasteroris, Edenderry, Co. Offaly. R45 E791 Ireland 

Tel: 00353 (0) 46 973 8858 Email: sales@modelrailbaseboards.com 
www .modelrailbaseboards.com 

4-8 REFORM STREET 

KIRRIEMUIR SCOTLAND DD8 4BS

TEL: 01575 572397

www.facebook.com/macsmodelrailroading

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY 10:30 -5:00

CLOSED THURSDAY

BRITISH, AMERICAN AND CONTINENTAL 

OUTLINE STOCKED

COMPREHENSIVE WOODLANDS SCENIC 

SELECTION





LAYOUT FOCUS

Layout name: Duchess of Carlisle
Scale/Gauge: 4mm:1ft / 1:76 / OO 
Size: 6ft 8in x 2ft 8in 
Era/Region: 1930s onwards - LMS & BR(M)
Layout type: End-to-end diorama module

Factfi le



Mike Lynch's large-scale diorama of architectural prowess also serves to
inter-connect two layouts, using inspiration from a Barry J. Freeman painting.  

A DUCHESS AT 
CARLISLE

Words & photography: Mike Lynch

OO gauge

Coronation Class Duchess of Sutherland in LMS Crimson was the main 
subject for a Barry J. Freeman painting of Carlisle Citadel Station – the 

stunning artwork was the inspiration for the layout. The model is an early 
Hornby model that has been modifi ed.
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LAYOUT FOCUS

A
nyone familiar with Railway Art 

will be aware of Barry J. Freeman’s 

work, especially in connection 

with Hornby. Its ‘Duchess at Carlisle’ train 

pack, released in 2011, included a print by 

the artist of a Coronation Class locomotive 

in LMS crimson emerging from Carlisle 

Citadel Station. When I first saw this 

stunning painting, my first reaction was to 

ask why a locomotive seemed to be coming 

out of the side of a Cathedral! Of course, 

a quick search revealed the Gothic facade 

to be one of Carlisle’s magnificent end 

screens erected during the 1880 expansion, 

now sadly lost to posterity. This beautiful 

example of Victorian architecture was so 

impressive that I knew, at some point, I 

would have to model it.

After a fair bit of research, the sketch pad 

came out and a rough plan for a slice of 

Carlisle Citadel Station was drawn up. The 

layout would need to serve two functions. 

Firstly, it would provide the final link in 

my loft runaround scheme and connect up 

my Perry Barr (BRM November 2018) and 

High Trees Junction (BRM March 2020) 

layouts. Secondly, the cameo would provide 

a scenic plank for my collection of steam 

locomotives. While not an exact copy, the 

scheme would contain most of the signature 

elements of the north end of the station. 

The first thing to construct was a realistic 

version of the screen otherwise the project 

would have come to nought. However, 

without plans, this seemed an impossible 

task. After a frustrating search, I eventually 

came across Dennis Perriam and David 

Ramshaw’s book celebrating the station’s 

150th anniversary. This contained a small 

facsimile of an architectural drawing of the 

south screen. A photocopy was taken and 

scaled up to serve as an accurate template. 

The various windows were then pasted 

down to pieces of postcard and cut out. 

These, in turn, were mounted on a sheet of 

1mm clear plastic sheet that had been pre-

scored and painted to emulate the window 

bars. Relief detailing was finally built up 

with Plastruct profiles, various diameter 

wires and strips of card. Once painted 

white, it was weathered with an airbrush to 

simulate the accumulation of soot as seen in 

prototype pictures. Although a bit wobbly 

and inaccurate in places, the 30in-wide 

model turned out to be a fairly good 

representation, so I decided to proceed.

The next step was to consider a suitable 

baseboard. I decided on a standard 6ft 8in by 

2ft 8in internal door, which was picked up 

for about £30 from a local hardware store. 

These are lightweight and provide a cheap 

alternative to other forms of baseboard 

constructions. They are also rigid and warp-

resistant; important attributes for keeping 

everything aligned and stable for flimsy roof 

structures. The door was screwed down to 

a sturdy bench that had been mounted on 

wheels. This allows the layout to be swung 

out of the way after running sessions and 

dispenses with the need of a duck-under 

access; a necessary relief for someone of my 

age with aching knees!

At this point, I decided to divide the 

cameo into two 3ft by 4in sections; the left-

hand side accommodating a representation 

of the Victoria Viaduct and vehicle access 

ramp, with the remaining half covered by 

a model of the roof. The station walls went 

up first and this is where the layout deviates 

from the prototype. The far wall, made using 

the brilliant Carlisle Station Wall kit from 
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The LMS/BR Ivatt Class 4 ‘Doodlebug’ was one of the fi rst BR locomotives to 
roll off the production line in the late nineteen forties. Its utilitarian look was 

a pronounced departure from its streamline cousins than ran only a few short 
years before. The exemplary example below is from Bachmann.

OO gauge

The fabulous Bachmann Class 105 DMU. The Cravens never worked the station 
during the era depicted, but it’s the only Green DMU in my collection. Besides, 

the picture makes for an interesting scene under the roof.
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Smart Models, is actually a representation 

of the west wall. In reality, the east side of 

the station was the main access and the 

wall should be peppered with Gothic-

style windows and doors. This was simply 

done to save a lot of work and, instead, I 

decided to construct an island building to 

cover passenger facilities. The near side 

support wall is a simple strip of 6mm ply 

covered in the plain Carlisle wall texture. 

This includes a 6in-wide viewing aperture; 

big enough for a camera to poke through. I 

agonised over the correct height of the walls 

initially, but after having inspected prototype 

pictures, I figured that the roof beam to 

platform measurement was somewhere 

between 28 to 32ft. I eventually settled on 

the lower dimension and also set the screen 

accordingly.

The platforms were next and were made 

from 12mm MDF that was covered in a 

combination of Scalescenes and Smart 

Models textures pasted onto card. Again, 

this is where the model differs from the real 

location as there should be an additional bay 

platform for local services on the far side; 

instead, I plumbed for a single 4in-wide 

platform that butts directly up to the East 

wall and an 8in-wide island platform that 

splits the layout down the middle. The tracks 

were then laid in quick order using a straight 

edge to ensure accuracy. 

The rear four tracks are Code 100 and 

are the link running lines; the cruder style 

track simply chosen for reliability and easy 

maintenance. The six tracks to the front are 

all Code 75 Bullhead and lend the layout a 

little finescale credibility; I particularly like 

the fishplate connectors as they give a good 

account of those used on the prototype. 

The track was then painted black and given 

washes of paint. Ballasting costs could have 

been exorbitant given that there is nearly 

70ft of line on the cameo. However, I am 

lucky to live near some ancient volcanic 

beaches here in the South West of Ireland, 

and once washed, dried and sieved, the sand 

collected provides a good impression of scale 

ballast. This was carefully laid and glued 

down with a watery mix of matt varnish.

The last of the main scenic components 

to be constructed was the Victoria Viaduct 

and access ramp. These were made from a 

combination of card, Plastruct, Peco Girder 

Plates and wooden dowels for the ramp 

supports. The decks are set at 65mm above 

the track bed and in order to ensure that 

other locomotives running through the 

link aren't impeded, especially those with 
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This scene conveys the cavernous nature of Carlisle Citadel 
Station. By the late 1950s, the dilapidated Victorian end screens 

were gone, along with nearly two thirds of the roof – another sad 
casualty of a network badly worn down by two World Wars.

OO gauge
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pantographs, the rear bridge is removable. 

Getting the right look for the ramp was 

difficult and a first attempt at making a 

panelled version was a disaster. However, 

after reviewing prototype photographs 

of the 1950s, I noticed that the Victorian 

panelling had been replaced with a spear-

topped fence that had been painted white. 

A strip of 1mm thick white plastic sheet was 

cut and carefully scored to represent this. It 

was painted matt black, then scraped back 

with the tip of a scalpel blade once dry. This 

emulates a reasonable chipped paint effect. 

Weathering was achieved with powders.

The remaining details, apart from the 

roof, were the platform building and 

footbridge. The island passenger building 

is 8in long and has been covered in the 

Carlisle texture. The laser-cut windows and 

doors have been ‘borrowed’ from a Metcalfe 

Castle Keep kit and closely match Carlisle’s 

neo-Gothic style. The LNER type lattice 

footbridge, placed over the far tracks, was 

from LCUT Creative and is a truly beautiful 

model, albeit a little tricky to construct. 

Finally, it was on to the most difficult 

aspect of the build - the roof. This was very 

involving and it required a lot of planning 

beforehand. I wanted to do justice to the 

cavernous expanse of Carlisle’s ridge and 

valley structure and was determined to 

achieve a good match from the onset. While 

the structure is a mere 3ft 4in long, it is 

butted up against a mirror in order to double 

its scenic length; this can be easily slid out 

the way during running sessions. The roof 

structure is also removable to allow for track 

maintenance.

The layout has presented an interesting 

challenge, albeit a little frustrating at times. 

Building it has given me much food for 

thought about grouping and pre-grouping 

locomotion. With a credible backdrop, 

it would seem a bit remiss not to explore 

this further, so I’ve already got my eye on 

a Bachmann LNWR Precedent 2-4-0 and 

some six-wheeled coaches. There are also a 

plethora of pre-grouping kits from London 

Road Models to consider. During Carlisle’s 

heyday, seven railway companies used the 

exchange lines. The general arrangement 

being that all follow on passenger and 

freight traffic had to be transferred to 

company locomotives – plenty of scope for 

a possible shunting project. Lastly, while the 

layout represents only a small section, I hope 

it goes some way in conveying the sprawling 

nature of the prototype – a station that, in 

my opinion, surely has to take top billing as 

a Cathedral of Steam.
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A convincing factory-weathered Hornby 2P Fowler. The streaming sunlight effect was 
achieved using an old spotlight picked up from a retired projectionist.   

OO gauge

Two of the most famous Express Trains associated with Carlisle – The Royal 
Scot and Thames Clyde Express. A Hornby Coronation and Bachmann 7P 

'Royal Scot' simmer under the screen awaiting departure. The beautifully-
rendered 4mm:1ft scale nameplates are from Fox Transfers. 

See more of Mike Lynch’s layouts previously covered in BRM 
via our new World of Railways Plus Digital Magazine Archive! 
You can access over 750 back issues across fi ve magazines, 

including ALL issues going forward.

Sign-up at www.world-of-railways.co.uk/membership

PLUS

WORLD OF RAILWAYS
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1

2 3

Roof Construction
Carlisle Citadel Station’s roof is unique in that it is a cantilever ridge and valley structure. 

Most roof trusses are supported by their heel points; however, at Carlisle these ends appear 

to float in mid-air. This is because the main support beams run through centre of the trusses 

instead. The three circle webbing is also unique and was patented by William Edgecumbe 

Rendle who incorporated it into the overall design. It’s also worthwhile noting that the 

roofing contractor, Messrs Arrol of Glasgow, went on to construct the Forth Rail Bridge; 

another cantilever structure whose main supports bear an uncanny resemblance to that of the 

Carlisle truss profile.

This roof design presented me with a difficult challenge; do you create both truss and beam 

together or retrofit them as separate components? I have no idea how the builder erected the 

original, but it took me many hours of speculation to figure out a suitable method for the 

model.

The roof required 78 identical trusses and each one 
needed approximately 2 foot of wire to complete. The 
truss is not an exact copy; with no architectural drawing 
I had to design a workable ‘look alike’ arrangement 
between the chords and circular webs. Therefore, a 
template was fi rst drawn out and cut from card before 
being transferred to a piece of plasterboard. Lines 
were then drawn around the template and scored out. 
These channels held the wires fi rmly in place during the 
soldering process. This method ensured near accurate 
duplication despite the jig getting very messy with 
repeated use. 

The smaller circles were made by wrapping wire 
around a broom handle. For the larger centre circle, an 
old postal tube was employed.

Six identical spans were required with an additional 
girder that matched the depth of the front screen. Each 
girder was made in two halves that were joined together. 
This was done because the strength of the whole Roof, 
as at the real location, is in the girder’s ability to resist 
sag across such a large span. The depth was dictated 
by the diameter of the centre circle web and its length 
by the span between each wall. They were assembled 
in their own jig and it took over 14 pieces of wire to 
complete each one. The bottom of the lattice type span is 
comprised of three wires soldered together to form a fl at 
plate as seen on the prototype. 

The easiest way to construct the roof, I found, was to 
retrofi t truss to girder. Firstly, a large piece of ply was 
laid and levelled atop an old wooden dining table to act 
as a master jig. A plan of the roof was then carefully 
drawn out on the surface; the girder beam positions were 
determined by the wall columns and the truss positions 
by the top windows joints in the screen. The girder 
beams were held in place by pieces of MDF and thumb 
tacks to ensure they remained upright during the joining 
process. 

To make the process easier, the trusses were soldered 
together in a jig of their own because trying to join 
them up in situ would have been awkward and time 
consuming. They were laid in line with the beam 
positions to ensure accuracy. Each run was held in place 
by a fl at piece of card and pins. The crude joint plates are 
slithers of wire; these were eventually hidden by carefully 
duplicated card plates in the fi nal model. It was a messy 
business but the process made for an extremely stable 
arrangement.

Once complete, individual rows of trusses were brought 
across and offered up to their predetermined positions 
to check for alignment. Then, using a Dremel, a small 
slit was created in top of each beam that matched the 
line on the jig. The trusses were then simply slid down 
into the slot and the opening soldered close. Note how 
the bottom of the large circular web sits down upon 
the girder bottom plate and how the ends of the curved 
chords butt up against the outside of the plate; just as 
on the prototype. These were also soldered to create a 
solid and rigid arrangement. As on the real structure, 
the ridges, bottom plates and valleys had to all line up 
perfectly so there was a fair bit of MacGyvering during 
the process. However, and no matter how accurate I 
tried to be, some of the truss joints were out of level by 
up to 3mm in places. Luckily, these errors were evenly 
distributed and were therefore cancelled out. Once all 
of the trusses were in position, lengths of wire were 
soldered in place to represent the valley gutter positions 
and window bars. Once happy with the structure it was 
washed thoroughly to remove any fl ux residue.

Strips of cereal box card were cut and glued down to 
emulate the ridge caps and valley gutters. The metal 
truss joiners were also hidden under card plates that 
had been carefully duplicated by using a template; these 
mimic the actual joining plates as seen on the prototype. 
The structure was then sprayed matt black and given 
several soot and rust colour washes. The next operation 
was to install the roof light panels. The window texture 
was downloaded from Textures.com and printed out 
onto acetate. Several windows were randomly cut out to 
represent broken and missing panes of glass; a problem 
that plagued the prototype. These panels were then glued 
into place with superglue and given a weathering wash. 
The fi nal operation was to place support columns on the 
platform. These are made from 4mm metal rod and are 
merely cosmetic additions because the roof structure is 
quite robust and self-supporting.

4

5

6 7

I used 1mm dia galvanised wire for the roof. Using 
material like this is not everyone’s cup of tea, but I simply 
cannot afford brass profi les or the like; especially given 
that the structure needed over 150 lengths to complete! 
The wire was stretched straight by using a large furniture 
clamp in reverse; this method introduces tension and 
lends the malleable wire a bit of strength.
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SMOKE & 
MIRRORS

LAYOUT FOCUS

Ingenuity and creativity came to the fore when 

Mike Lynch modelled this station roof diorama 

using a combination of clever ideas and a mirror.

BR 9F 2-10-0 92233 is seen on a more glamarous duty hauling a rake of 
Mk 1 coaches - or is it? A closer look reveals just two coaches parked in 
front of a mirror, creating the illusion of a longer train in a small space. 

DIGITAL EDITION EXCLUSIVE



Layout name: Smoke & Mirrors
Scale/gauge: OO
Size: 6ft
Era/region: Variable
Location: Non-specific location
Layout type: Diorama
Power/control: DC
Words & Photography: Mike Lynch

Factfile

OO

To double the length of the layout, I used 
a mirror at one end; this saved a lot of 

construction work for what I intended to 
be a photographic display.

To double the length of the layout, I used 
a mirror at one end; this saved a lot of 

To double the length of the layout, I used To double the length of the layout, I used To double the length of the layout, I used 
a mirror at one end; this saved a lot of 
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H
aving modelled a couple of wire 

roof layouts, I thought it was high 

time to step it up a level and have a 

go at an overall station roof. 

My general idea was to construct a 

half-station diorama on a six-foot long, 

curved baseboard.

I had previously used 1mm diameter 

galvanised wire to build roofs, and saw no 

reason why my intended three and a half 

feet long structure couldn’t be made from 

the same material, using the same methods. 

Many modellers, I imagine, would recoil 

at the thought of using material like this 

because it is not an accurate representation 

of anything used on the prototype, but I’m 

more of a ‘fine art’ rather than ‘fine scale’ 

modeller, so it’s only the overall impression 

that interests me. 

In order to double the length of the 

layout, I used a mirror at one end; this 

saved an awful lot of construction work 

for what I only ever intended to be a 

photographic display.

Before starting work, I trawled my 

collection of prototype books for pictures 

of Victorian overall roofs. The first thing I 

LAYOUT FOCUS

The generic appearance and lack of period advertising features or platform accessories means that rolling stock can be easily 
changed from one era to another. What better to represent the early 1960s than English Electric 'DP2' - an icon of its time. 

Two HST rakes side-by-side make an impressive sight in miniature form under the 
intricate canopy detail. The guard of 253 005 awaits his next turn of duty.

EXPERT TIP
The clever placement of a mirror at one end 

of the station roof creates the impression that 

the structure is twice as long as it is in reality. 

This either halves the construction work or 

doubles the length of the display depending 

on how you look at it.

DIGITAL EDITION EXCLUSIVE
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OO

noticed was how the curving steel stanchions 

seemed to disappear into the sides of the 

support walls instead of sitting squarely on 

top of their masonry columns. In order to 

create the same effect, I made small curving 

flutes from cardboard, painted them and 

then mounted them onto the wall; these also 

act as the feet for the wire structure to sit on. 

A PRE-FABRICATED LOOK

Station roofs, like all roofs, are made from 

a collection of standardised components 

that have been pre-fabricated in a factory, 

delivered to site and then erected. I wanted to 

mimic the same process in model form, so I 

made the 24 arches individually, in the same 

jig, in order to achieve exact duplication. 

I drew up a side elevation plan of the 

layout for reference and then transferred it 

to an old offcut of plasterboard, from which 

I chiselled the master jig. Once satisfied that 

all measurements and lines were correct, I 

prepared the wire. This had to be stretched 

by use of a vice and pair of pliers; the wire is 

quite soft so this introduced a little tension 

and ensured that it didn’t bend as easily when 

I was working with it. I then cleaned it with 

some emery paper and cut it into the lengths 

required before soldering. 

In the first test arch only the uprights 

between the outer and inner curving wires 

were joined together. I placed these against 

the master plan for checking, but found 

the wires started to bend out of shape after 

a few minutes. I was concerned that the 

project would come to nothing at this point, 

but going back to the prototype pictures I 

soon began to realise why the engineers had 

introduced angled locking bars into their 

arches. So I reconfigured the master jig 

to allow for these angled bars and quickly 

soldered up another arch; it worked and 

provided a powerful insight into the design 

of these types of structures. In fact, just 

to ensure against any further warping, I 

introduced a longer locking bar between the 

arch feet into the design. These are found in 

a lot of roof structures and are commonly 

known as ‘collars’. Once these individual arch 

components were complete, I soldered them 

together, at 10mm apart, with temporary 

wire spacers to make up the 11 double arch 

spans required. 

The entrance and mirror end arches are 

single spans and modified accordingly. Once 

washed down, I transferred the double spans 

to a master plan that I had carefully drawn 

on a separate board. This plan pinpointed the 

curving wall and its column locations. At this 

stage, I also scored another template on the 

OO
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1  I drew up a side elevation plan of the layout for 
reference and then transferred to an offcut of plasterboard, 
which served as the master jig. The wires need to be held 
in place by small grooves during soldering, so these were 
scored out with the tip of a small screwdriver once the 
paper covering had been cut away to reveal the Gypsum 
underneath. Plasterboard is excellent for this type of work, 
as it’s easy to work.

2  The photorealistic wall texture, Carlisle 
Station Wall, is from the Smart Models range and lends 
an authentic look; the three-arch bay kit also neatly 
predetermined the stanchion spacing.

3  To avoid warping, I introduced a longer locking 
bar between the arch feet. You can now see the roof 
structure taking shape with the angled locking bars (to 
stop warping) in place.

4  Once washed down, the double spans were 
transferred to a master plan that had been carefully drawn 
out on a separate board. This plan mimics the curving wall 
and its column locations exactly.

5  To create the dilapidated look, the wire structure 
was given several washes before being covered in panels 
of the superb Scalescenes ‘Plain Clapboard’ texture. The 
window textures were sourced online from CG Textures, 
printed onto acetate and glued over the openings.

to allow for these angled bars and quickly 

soldered up another arch; it worked and 

provided a powerful insight into the design 

of these types of structures. In fact, just 

to ensure against any further warping, I 

introduced a longer locking bar between the 

arch feet into the design. These are found in 

a lot of roof structures and are commonly 

known as ‘collars’. Once these individual arch 

components were complete, I soldered them 

together, at 10mm apart, with temporary 

wire spacers to make up the 11 double arch 

The entrance and mirror end arches are 

single spans and modified accordingly. Once 

washed down, I transferred the double spans 

to a master plan that I had carefully drawn 

on a separate board. This plan pinpointed the 

curving wall and its column locations. At this 

stage, I also scored another template on the 

BUILDING THE ROOF

At over three foot in length Mike's 
diorama is as long as the average 

layout baseboard. The roof structure 
is fragile and can easily bend, so a 

traditional ply-built baseboard is used.

EDITION EXCLUSIVE



LAYOUT FOCUS

Being a British Rail era modeller, the roof 
needed to reflect the dilapidated state of 

these structures

Being a B
neede

Bein
ne

plasterboard in order to make the triangular 

glazing sections that sit atop the arches. 

These were relatively quick to run off and 

were soldered in-situ without too much fuss.

FINAL ASSEMBLY

Joining all of the spans to form a cohesive 

whole was very straightforward. Using 

cardboard spacers as guides, I soldered 

lengths of wire along the outside length 

of the span. It was crucial to ensure these 

joiners were spaced correctly in order to 

accommodate the acetate glazing and roof 

panels. Where these joining bars needed to 

be thicker, I soldered together individual 

lengths of wire before fitting them. Once 

the structure was complete, I washed it 

thoroughly in hot water before painting and 

covering. I did this in the bath, but won’t be 

doing anything like that again for the sake of 

domestic harmony! 

Being a British Rail era modeller, the roof 

needed to reflect the dilapidated state of these 

structures. To create this effect, I gave the 

wire structure several washes before covering 

it in panels of the superb Scalescenes ‘Plain 

Clapboard’ texture. I sourced the window 

textures online from CG Textures, printed 

onto acetate and glued over the openings. 

The overall effect was pleasing and the 

layout now provides an excellent backdrop 

for photography. This experimental scheme 

has certainly encouraged me to have a go at 

a much larger station layout in the future. 

Some readers will remember the success of 

my previous wire roof layouts, Barrow Hill 

Round House (BRM May 2013) and ‘D’ Shop 

(BRM Dec 2013). 

Entering the protected-roof section of the canopy is BR Standard 
Class 3 2-6-2T 82019 with a local passenger working. Note the 
brick archway in the platform for added interest.  

EXPERT TIP
The 1mm wire is quite soft, so stretch it using 

a vice and pliers. This adds a little tension and 

helps to ensure that it bends less when you 

work with it.

, the roof 
te of 

, the ro
d state o

If anyone is interested in how to construct 

wire roof structures they can follow 

the link to my new eBook with over 

120 photographs along with detailed 

explanations, ‘Model Railways on a 

Budget’, £5.99. www.troubador.co.uk 



Brush up your mode�ing ski�s with 
World of Railways Ski�s W�k

It’s a week not to be missed. If you haven’t done so already, pop the 

date in your diary and sign up to our weekly newsletter at  

www.world-of-railways.co.uk to get regular updates.

Stay tuned as we reveal

more exciting details 

of the World of Railways Skills Week soon!

Day 1 – Monday September 20th: 

Getting to grips with track

Day 3 – Wednesday September 22nd: 

Layout control

Day 5 – Friday September 24th: 

Rolling stock

Day 4 – Thursday September 23rd: 

Adding detail

Day 2 – Tuesday September 21st: 

Setting the scene

A week-long event in September is to be hosted at www.world-of-railways.co.uk, 

which will come jam-packed with best practice advice, video demonstrations 

and step-by-step guides.

The free-to-attend online event kicks off on September 20th and runs until Friday, 
September 24th, with a different theme on offer each day, covering all major modelling 

topics including trackwork, weathering, scenery and layout control.

Each day will also showcase a couple of layouts previously featured in BRM Magazine, 

which will provide extra inspiration for any would-be modeller.

Whether you’re new to railway modelling, or looking to hone your skills, 

they’ll be something on offer for everyone.
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Words & photography: Tony Wright

BUILD A SOUTHERN 
PRIDE MK. 1 BSO

HOW TO...

T
hough the advent of the Bachmann 

Mk. 1s towards the end of the last 

century rendered kit-building of 

many of the necessary types to produce 

prototype trains unnecessary, several 

diagrams were not covered. One of which 

was the common Brake Second Open (BSO), 

a type seen in numbers in expresses on the 

East Coast Main Line in the 1950s/’60s and 

’70s. My model of 'Little Bytham' in OO 

gauge is representative of the latter part of 

the first decade. 

I’ve built several Mk. 1 BSOs from the 

likes of Comet kits, and now, of course, we 

have Hornby’s excellent RTR rendition. 

However, along came lockdowns, and I 

began searching through my pile of boxes 

of un-built kits for something to keep me 

occupied. Thus, I found this Southern Pride 

BSO, which I must have had for over 20 

years!

I must point out that I don’t think this 

style of Southern Pride kit is still available – 

that of plastic construction with pre-printed 

sides. I believe brass sides are now the type, 

though the main plastic components remain 

the same. The advantage that the pre-printed 

sides give is that they’re ready-‘painted’, and 

lined.

Anyway, I’m sure others have stashed-

away kits of this type and they appear on 

the second-hand market occasionally, so 

this account might be of interest. The basic 

construction is very similar to the current 

kits, too. The following pictures show how I 

got on...

Permanently in place in its express; because the fi nish 
ends up glossier than proprietary cars and the colour 
is not exactly the same as Bachmann’s or Hornby’s BR 
maroon, it’s sandwiched between two carmine/cream 
carriages. An ideal layout carriage? I think so.

All the basic bits laid-out prior to beginning construction. 
Bachmann B1 bogies were supplied with plastic wheels. 
These wheels were substituted with metal equivalents, 
and the tension-lock couplings instantly removed.

1
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The basic ‘box’ body was made up very quickly, with the 
sides, ends and fl oor pan glued together. The roof was 
just put in place to check the fi t.

The bogies temporarily in place. The metal wheels I used 
were old Jackson ones – I still have scores. I doubt if 
these are still available, though Markits will supply what’s 
needed. Brass washers were glued to the bogies to give 
a clearance fi t around the 6BA bolt pivots.

As supplied, the Southern Pride cars ride too high, 
perhaps to ensure clearance on tighter curves? I lowered 
the pivot pads by careful fi ling with a rough fi le. 

My coupling system viewed from the side. When painted 
matt black, it’s quite discreet. The Southern Pride car (to 
the left) is coupled to a Bachmann Mk.1 here. 

Door furniture is supplied in the kit in the form of an 
etched brass fret. After carefully drilling the appropriate 
holes (the positions of which are marked on the sides), 
the handles and grab rails (the vertical ones, 0.45mm 
brass wire) were fi xed with minute amounts of superglue. 
Too much superglue and the glazing fogs! 

As with any locomotive or rolling stock item I build, I always thoroughly road test it before it’s completed; that way it’s 
easier to make minor adjustments. Here, the SP BSO is the third car in the express. The locomotive is one of the Mike 
Trice V2s, which appeared recently in BRM.

And coupled to another Bachmann car. Had I not lowered the SP car, it would have been substantially higher.

I always make my own couplings. They consist of no 
more than some PCB sleeper strip, some 0.45mm 
brass or nickel silver wire and 30A fusewire to 
represent the vacuum brake and steam-heating pipes. 
The gangway cover came from a Bachmann Mk. 1. 

This is a ‘towing’ coach; the towed one merely 
has a hook attached through its headstock. By 
pulling off the headstocks, like the prototype, 
there is less chance of a derailment caused by 
bogies snatching under load. 

Buffers, couplings and concertina gangways (Modellers Mecca, 
supplied in the kit) now in place. As with many RTR Mk. 1 cars, the 
roof ribs were far too prominent. These were rubbed down with  
emery paper.

2 4
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The underframe detail was supplied in plastic and as part of the brass fret. Very 
comprehensive, it was simple to put together.

12

Ventilators were cast metal, glued into pre-drilled holes (plotted from the scale 
drawings supplied). Train alarm gear was part of the fret, the periscopes were 
plastic, as were the short, end rainstrips.

13

No interior was supplied in the kit, but it was easily made from Plastikard and Southern Pride’s 
own range of plastic chairs and tables, sprayed with car acrylic red primer once complete. 
I didn’t have quite enough of the double tables, so substituted single ones on one side. It’s 
impossible to tell with the roof on. The holes in the fl oor accommodate the two long screws, 
which eventually hold the roof in place. 

Now complete with any patch-painting (enamels) applied. Numbers/letters were from the HMRS ‘Pressfi x’ range. The underframe was weathered with dry-brush-applied enamels.

In use on 'Little Bytham'. Though having the sides pre-printed makes getting an excellent fi nish easy, at every stage during the construction, the greatest care was taken not to get 
stray glue on them – not always easy! Because of this risk of surface-contamination, I omitted the door hinges. The carriage destination boards were from Ian Wilson’s Pacifi c Models’ 
range.

14

16

17

The interior was lightly glued in place and passengers added. Some mutilation to 
lower limbs and posteriors is often necessary to achieve the latter. Superglue on 
their bottoms holds them in place.

15
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Building an uncommon wagon with an increasingly common tool was a 

journey of discovery for Chris Mead, and without regrets. 

BUILDING 
3D-PRINTED 

MILITARY WAGONS

M
any of us have favourite eras or 

topics on which we base our 

model railways. Mine are the 

railways during the Second World War in 

general, particularly the activities for the 

build-up and support of the D-day invasions 

of June 1944. This offers a myriad of strange 

but fact-based modelling opportunities – 

always with interesting backstories.

When I began, little was covered 

by mainstream ready-to-run or kit 

manufacturers. I suppose, for me, that only 

added to the attraction. Today, it is pleasing 

to see that many more models of this time 

are available, examples of which range from 

various Austerity locomotives, through the 

Quad and 50T Warwell ‘A’ wagons, all the 

way up to the ‘Boche Buster' rail gun.

Not everything can be catered for this way, 

and the perverse side of my nature is often 

secretly grateful for this. I like the serendipity 

BUILDING 

SPOTLIGHT

of stumbling across something different, 

then setting myself the challenge of building 

it from scratch, even if the resultant efforts 

are below the standard achieved by others 

more adept than I, or that can be purchased 

in a bag or a box. One such prototype I came 

across thanks to the World War Rail Study 

Group was a 12-wheeled tank transport 

wagon.

I am always on the lookout for new tools 

and techniques that can help me improve. 

One tool becoming more popular (and, 

most importantly, more affordable) are 3D 

printers. As my attempts at scratch-building 

the tank transport wagon using traditional 

tools and material came to nothing, I finally 

took the plunge at the start of the year and 

bought one. 

This is the story of what I have done and 

learnt since then…
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Offi cial works photographs of the Warwell B. The three-quarters view shows the side extensions fi tted. These could only be used when working on the continent with its larger loading 
gauge. SOURCE: Gloucester Railway, Carriage, and Wagon Company photo via Eidgenössische Technische Hochschule Zürich

THE PROTOTYPE

Many will be familiar with the Warwell ‘A’ wagon 

now available in ready-to-run form. Rated to carry 

50T, it was created with the standard M4 Sherman 

tank in mind. 

What may not be so widely known is that it had 

a heftier sibling called the Warwell ‘B’ that could 

take an 80T payload. This was designed to carry 

a ‘super heavy’ M6 Sherman, which was under 

development in the U.S.

This Leviathan was destined never to leave the 

proving grounds. Nevertheless, in 1942, an order 

for 64 Warwell ‘B’s was given to the Gloucester 

Railway Carriage & Wagon Company. As they could 

carry a normal Sherman within the British loading 

gauge like the Warwell A, they were employed in 

moving armoured brigades in preparation for D-Day. 

50 were later shipped to Europe in early 1945.

Here they could take advantage of the larger 

European loading gauge by using extensions 

attached to the sides to carry wider payloads. This 

explains the 70-odd bolt holes down the sides of 

each wagon.

The remaining 14 wagons were sold to the LMS 

and LNER. Some were used as part of a multi-

wagon set to carry specialist cargo such as 150T 

electrical transformers, others to transport concrete 

bridge beams.

It is a statement of the obvious to say that before 

you start printing, you must have something to print. 

There are many CAD files readily available on the 

internet from sites such as www.thingiverse.com. 

Some require a fee to download, but many are free. 

They are a good way to get started, particularly 

when running the printer for the first time. At least 

you will be working with a proven model to discover 

the printer's settings and capabilities. These sites 

often have associated forums and blogs where you 

can benefit from the good – and bad – experiences 

of others.

CREATING A MODEL TO PRINT

However, I bought the printer to make things I 

could not get any other way. To do this, I needed 

to create the CAD models myself. This can seem 

quite a daunting prospect to the novice. I am old 

enough to remember the days when, if you wanted 

to use CAD software, you would need a mainframe 

computer the size of a Portakabin. But again, as 

with many things, CAD software is now more readily 

available and easier to use than most people realise. 

Most modern laptops will be more than capable 

due to advances in their own speed and capacity 

together with the use of ‘cloud computing', which 

uses remote servers accessed through the internet 

to do a lot of the heavy work.

There are many free-to-use CAD versions that, 

while not as sophisticated as the professional 

software, will provide adequate results for the 

amateur leisure user. Most come with access to 

tutorials for the beginner, and YouTube is awash 

with helpful clips for whichever is chosen. Having 

had no previous experience in CAD modelling, I 

started with Tinkercad, moving onto Fusion 360 as 

my confidence grew.

Perhaps the most challenging skill to master 

initially was manipulating the model on the 

computer screen to look at it from all angles. 

Although some software providers say they are 

tablet and touchscreen-friendly, I found that it was 

easier to work the models using a keyboard and 

a mouse with a centre wheel. Moving around the 

model can also use up a lot of the computer’s 

working memory, so check the RAM capacity of 

your PC against the software requirements.

As with all new tools and techniques, there is 

a learning curve for us modellers to go through. 

I started with small, simple items such as boxes, 

crates, oil drums and buffers, before moving onto 

larger more complex structures. This approach was 

also useful for gradually getting to know how the 

printer worked.
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PRINTER CONFIGURATION

Setting up the printer was quite straightforward, 

just needing access to an electrical socket and a 

stable work surface out of the direct sun. These 

are standard requirements for most equipment, but 

more so with resin printers as extreme changes 

in temperature may affect its precision, and since 

the resin is cured by ultra-violet light, any exposure 

to sunlight may interfere with the printing process. 

I learnt this lesson the hard way courtesy of the 

sunniest day of the year so far. Just as a print 

finished, the sun shone directly on the machine, 

rapidly forming a cold custard like skin (except 

that it was a very unappetising grey colour) on the 

unused resin and around the sides of the vat.

Fortunately, I was able to wash it off the parts 

before it set, but I spent all evening chiselling the 

hardened deposits from the equipment, and the 

following day hunting for blackout material. The 

printer is now set up on a workbench in the garage 

and well shielded from the windows. Another 

good idea is to place it on an oven tray to contain 

any resin drips while filling the vat or removing the 

models.

The next step was to attach and level the build 

plate. Although critical to the printer working 

properly as the plate must be exactly flat to the 

glass screen for the resin to adhere across the 

whole surface, it was a relatively easy procedure 

to complete. The instructions that came with the 

printer were easy to understand, and these were 

supported by more than enough YouTubers doing 

the same thing.

At this point, you are now ready to do the first 

test print. Their purpose is to check that the build 

plate is level and find the optimal settings for the 

printer based upon the quality you seek and the 

type of resin used.

For this you will need a test model, and of 

course, some resin. Most printers come with a test 

piece pre-loaded. Once the sliced file is loaded, you 

are ready to add the resin to the vat.

There are many different resin types and colours 

– some, transparent. Each has its own particular 

properties and may need its own unique printer 

settings to produce a successful part. For example, 

a black or very dark resin is likely to need a longer 

exposure time than one of a lighter hue for the ultra-

violet light to penetrate effectively and complete 

the curing of each layer. Although water-washable 

resins are available, the basic starter type is a 

light grey resin that needs Iso Propyl Alcohol (IPA) 

solvent to be cleaned. Most printer default settings 

are based around this, and it is what I currently use.

There are a number of options, but the key 

settings are the layer height that  controls how 

thick each layer is, and the exposure time, which 

determines how long the ultraviolet is on to cure 

the resin. Be prepared to take a few goes to arrive 

at the right combination of settings that gives you 

the desired quality of finish without taking too long 

to print.

PREPARING THE MODEL FILE

Once happy with the basic settings, it is time to print 

your model. This begins with loading the model’s 

file into the slicing software mentioned earlier. This 

enables you to position the model in the build space 

for printing, and then to slice the output into each of 

the hundreds – if not thousands – of thin resin layers 

that will eventually combine to become the finished 

product.

The model appears on the screen above a 

grid representing the build plate. The objective 

is to manipulate the model into the best position 

for printing while still within the boundaries of the 

machine. The software automatically adds supports 

that hold the model in place as it is printed. 

They also prevent any standalone ‘islands’ of the 

model, which are unconnected to the main body 

when they start to be printed. These will become a 

blob of resin on the bottom of the vat and you will 

have a failed print. The supports can also be edited 

manually, and I have found this to be necessary 

most times. The challenge is to have just enough in 

the least critical places (preferably on any unseen 

faces of the model, if there are any) that will allow 

the model to be printed correctly. If there are not 

enough or in the wrong place, the model could 

suffer from warping, sagging and missing detail.

As with the initial printer settings, understanding 

how to get it right will take some experimentation 

and practice. This is another reason to start 

with smaller models and work up. Although not 

necessary or even practical in some cases, the 

normal convention is to position the model 5mm 

or so above the build plate and at a slight angle 

to the vertical. The slicing software adds rafts and 

supports to connect the suspended model to the 

build plate. Raising the model prevents it from being 

attached directly to the plate, which can sometimes 

make it difficult to remove afterwards without 

damaging the parts or the equipment. Angling 

the model reduces the likelihood of unnecessary 

supports attaching themselves to delicate details or 

visually critical surfaces.
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Once complete, all that remains is to download 

the now sliced file to the printer, fill the resin vat 

with sufficient liquid, replace the machine’s cover 

and start the print. This can take quite a while 

depending on the settings and the height of the 

model. Most of my runs take about 4-5 hours, but 

the longest I have done to date was upwards of 

14. The program will calculate an estimated build 

duration and, as it works, the printer will display 

the time left. Another embarrassing lesson I had 

is to use this information to plan the start of the 

print so that it finishes at a sensible time when you 

are free to finish off the process (i.e. not 1:00am in 

the morning, or when you are just laying the table 

for dinner as happened to me on more than one 

occasion).

The last phase of producing a 3D model is 

potentially the messiest. Enclosed wash and cure 

stations are available, but I went for a more manual 

approach to keep within my budget.

When complete, the printer will raise the build 

plate and model clear of the resin vat. The models 

need to be removed from the plate, rinsed clean in 

solvent and cured by ultra-violet light. While this is 

happening, the unused resin can be recovered, and 

all the equipment and work surfaces cleaned down.

When the parts emerge from the vat, they are 

only partially cured and sticky to the touch. Until 

completely cured, it is wise to only handle them with 

tweezers to protect both them and you. 

The plate is placed on one of the oven trays and 

a soft brush dipped in the IPA solvent used to 

carefully wash off the worst of the uncured resin. 

The rafts are prised off the plate with the metal 

scraper and using the tweezers placed into the 

basket of a pickle jar containing the IPA solvent. 

The lid is clamped airtight shut and the jar gently 

shaken, after which the basket is transferred to 

another jar with solvent and the process repeated. 

The parts are removed from the last jar and left 

to allow the solvent to fully evaporate. If you are 

printing a lot of parts together, ensure they are well 

spaced apart while drying, as they are still green 

and can stick to each other.

Next, the parts need to be exposed to an ultra-violet light source for final curing. If not completely dry, 

any remaining solvent can lead to the formation of deposits and loss of detail. A lot of YouTube advice 

recommends that simple exposure to sunlight is adequate, but this is not the most reliable method, 

particularly for those of us living in more northern and cloudier climates. I use a small ultra-violet lamp and 

place the parts on a small turntable in front of it. The turntable has solar cells, which allows it to gently rotate 

courtesy of the UV light for even exposure. No more than 15-20 minutes is needed before the parts are 

cured enough to be handled safely.
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While this is happening, the unused resin can be recovered and the equipment 

cleaned. Do this as quickly as possible to prevent every surface from constantly 

feeling sticky to the touch and being faced with a lingering smell of resin every 

time you enter the room. You will get through a lot of solvent-soaked paper 

towels doing this, but it is worth it. The majority of the resin poured into the vat 

will go unused and given its cost, it is advisable to reclaim it. This is done using 

the plastic scraper and paint filter, which removes any solids or debris that 

could affect future prints.

Two key items needing special attention are the resin vat base and the 

printer’s glass plate on which it sits. For the light curing to work, both must be 

kept clean and damage-free. The plastic vat base, often known as the ‘FEP’ 

after the material from which it is made – Fluorinated Ethylene Propylene – 

will become worn over time but is easily replaceable and spares are often 

included with the printer. However, the glass plate is not; any damage to that 

will be difficult and expensive to repair. For this, a dedicated microfibre cloth is 

advisable, because even ordinary paper towels are sufficiently abrasive to cause 

problems over time.

ASSEMBLING THE MODEL

It is possible to snap most parts away from their 

supports, but small wire cutters, thoughtfully 

supplied with my printer, are a safer way for all but 

the most delicate detail. Sometimes the percussion 

effect of the jaws closing can expose the brittle 

nature of the material, occasionally leading to 

pieces breaking off. Then, it is better to use a 

fine hacksaw or grinding blade. Cleaning off the 

remaining material is easy with a small file.

And then, hopefully, you are left with the finished 

items, be they a particular style of ridge tile, buffer, 

trolley wheel, point lever, petrol can, chimney, 

banana box, complete wagon, or parts to make 

something larger.

For the Warwell B, I took this last approach. 

The main body comprises five pieces – the tank 

deck, two side frames and a pair of bufferbeams 

complete with buffers, jacks and shackles. The 

bogies are similar in concept, being made from 

sides, ends and a top piece with a hole into which 

fits a spigot moulded into the underside of the tank 

deck. I also incorporated simple lug and bracket 

features into the parts to assist assembly. A little bit 

of clearance needs to be built into these, and to be 

honest, I still need to experiment to find out what 

amount works best to allow them to fit together 

easily without being too sloppy, or too tight and in 

need of significant filing. 

The bogies have shallow holes that require drilling 

out to accept brass bearings for the wheels. I 

used the 10.5mm dia. ‘Lowmac’ wheels from Alan 

Gibson. The brittle nature of resin did betray itself 

at this point once, leading to the loss of one bogie 

side. It split as I applied too much pressure to the 

drill, which then caught and dug into the material. 

Another lesson learnt – use a sharp drill and don’t 

rush.

The pieces were stuck together using 

cyanoacrylate superglue in the normal way.



TOOLS 

Task      Tools and equipment

To work safely with resin    Solid washable work surface away from food and direct sunlight

      Good ventilation

      Disposable Rubber Gloves

      Safety glasses/goggles

      Mask

To create a model to print    Laptop/PC with mouse (preferably with a centre wheel)

      Internet connection

      CAD 3D modelling software

To print the model    3D Printer

      Oven tray

      Resin

      Slicing software 

To remove the model and wash   Another oven tray 

      Iso-propanol Solvent (IPA)

      Soft Brush

      Metal scraper

      Plastic Pickle Jars with basket and sealable lids

      Long tweezers

Final Cure     Ultraviolet Light

      Mini turntable

      (Alternatively, proprietary combined wash and cure stations are available) 

Resin Recovery and cleandown   Plastic scraper

      Paint filters

      Paint funnel

      Microfibre cloth

      Paper towels – lots of them

      Solvent

Model assembly     Minicutters/fine saw

      Files

      Glue
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Like any modelling tool, 3D printing has its 

limitations and requires the learning of new skills 

reinforced by practice. But I have not found this as 

daunting as I feared and it does offer great potential 

for those prepared to persevere. Cost was a 

concern, especially if it all turned out to be a bit of a 

white elephant. Fortunately, it hasn't. I set myself a 

budget equivalent to two or three decent ready-to-

run locomotives, and I was able to keep well within 

that for the printer and all the other items.

CONCLUSION

Home 3D printing is more than a passing gimmick. I started cautiously and, despite the odd failure 

along the way, I've been very pleasantly surprised with what I have been able to produce. In the 

meantime, I continue to see what else it can do. To date, this has included the bogies for the ‘Boche 

Buster’ gun’s Ammunition wagon as well as sides, roof and axle boxes for the USATC 4-wheeled 

covered van. And the list continues to grow, perhaps it is time to invest in one of those purpose-built 

cleaning stations?

Chris’s top tips
• Have a reason to buy a printer first

• Start small and work up

• Don’t get carried away by adding too much detail

• Design in the scale for which the model is 

intended

• Keep everything clean

•  Take advantage of the help and advice around on 

dedicated groups and forums. 3D printing is more 

common than you may realise.



SKILL LEVEL 1 - BEGINNER

1

Words & Photography: Phil Parker

3D PRINT AT HOME
HOW TO

N
one of the BRM team was 

impressed with the models 

I made last month with my 

borrowed printer. It was clever, but if I want 

something that doesn't look like it fell out 

of a Christmas cracker, more research was 

required.

Someone once said that if the only tool you 

have is a hammer, every problem looks like 

a nail. My tool is far more adaptable, so in 

theory it should be able to adopt plenty of 

tasks. I just needed to find the ones best-

suited to its abilities. With this in mind, 

I headed back on-line to download more 

project files... 

Model buildings seem to offer possibilities for cheap 3D 
printing. The surface finish doesn't matter as much as it 
does for rolling stock. The Nissen hut model I've found 
is designed for HO (3.5mm:1ft) modellers, but can be 
re-scaled if required. 

Nissen Hut download: www.thingiverse.com/
thing:3144796

Phil Parker continues his experience with 3D printing, using his 

budget machine to print useful models. 

Project 1 – A Nissen hut

The curved parts are printed vertically, a clever move 
because it saves having to build a support structure 
inside. This is a separate file to the other parts, so you 
can print as many as you need. 

All parts are printed. They must be separated from the 
pad surrounds that help them stick to the printer bed. 
In most cases, these are pulled free, but some cleaning 
with a knife and abrasive stick finishes the job. 

Most paint will stick to PLA well, but I'm blasting the 
model with a mixture of grey and red oxide primers to 
give it colour and better show poor part fit. 

Superglue is the best adhesive for fixing parts made from 
PLA together. It's worth checking the joints, but I'm using 
Zap-a-Gap green glue, which fills small gaps. The doors 
aren't part of the front, so cutting them to be modelled 
open is possible. 

2

4 5

3

A thin coat of olive drab enamel lets the rusty primer 
show through. More rust dry-brushed and finished with a 
dark brown-thinned paint wash makes the model ready 
for the layout. 

CONCLUSION: A nice model. The finish is slightly rough, like the real thing. The ability to print 

as many curved parts as you like is a benefit. As well as longer buildings, you could model the 

components arriving on site. 

DIGITAL EDITION EXCLUSIVE



Project 2 – A platelayer's hut

The hut is made from several different parts, each 
downloaded separately. I'm printing the main body, but 
for some reason, the roof won't print. You can see that 
there is quite a lot of support material in the door and 
window apertures. This is easily cut out with a sharp 
knife leaving accurate openings.

Painted, the model looks OK for 3mm:1ft scale. It 
would possibly have been better to use the printed 

window because my glazing bars aren't perfect.

1

4

One of the biggest-selling points of 3D printing is that 
you can re-scale models to suit. I'm taking a 7mm scale 
hut and re-sizing it to 3mm scale. Admittedly, I'm trying 
for 4mm and have my numbers wrong, but this proves 
the point. Modellers working in the more unusual scales 
now have access to many things without having to 
scratch-build everything.

Worker’s hut download: www.thingiverse.com/
thing:2806557

An idea from Howard is to use the basic print as 
a carcase, to be clad with PlastiKard. I do this for 
the chimney, sticking it with lashings of plastic 
solvent. On the front, I scribe 0.010in thick plastic 
sheet and glue it to the front, covering the holes. 
The door is more scribed plastic and the window 
is made from Microstrip. Both could be printed, 
but I'm making them myself. 

3

Phil's view
For more serious modelling, the trick is to play to the technology’s strengths. My Nissen hut is brilliant 
and would be a fiddly build. I could make one from scratch, but bending the sheet would be tricky 
and time consuming. There is a kit available, but the vacuum-formed roof isn't the easiest thing in the 
world to deal with either, and the printed version is stronger. 

The models can be produced in any scale, your only limitation is the size of your printer freeing 
up the modeller from having to ‘fit in’ with what the trade provides. That could be a boon to those 
working in 3mm, 5.5mm or S scale. But, conventional scratch-building can do all this too, and 
sometimes faster than using a printer as the hut shows. A mixture of traditional and printed parts 
is probably the ultimate solution. If you take time to learn how to draw up your models to print, the 
combination is very potent.

“But you used the wrong type of printer”, I hear 3D-print enthusiasts cry. There are other options 
out there and the better, but more expensive resin-type machines can rival plastic moulding, but a 
basic machine can be fun – and this is a good machine.

Monoprice IIIP 3D Printer 

Specification:

Extruder Type - Single Extruder

Printing Technology - FDM

Supported Filament Size - 1.75mm

Supported Filament Types - ABS, PLA, and others

Max Extruder Temperature - 250°C

Max Platform Temperature - 60°C

Nozzle Diameter - 0.4mm

Max Printing Speed - 55mm/sec

Layer Resolution - 0.1mm

Build Area - 120 x 120 x 120 mm

Build Volume - 1728 cc

Dimensions (H x W x D) - 343 x 287 x 190 mm

Weight - 4.5 kg

Price: £189.99

W: www.monoprice.uk

CONCLUSION: The idea of printing a 

building carcase and adding surface 

detail works, but I can scratch-build 

this faster than I can print it - the 

body took more than an hour to print 

on the machine!

2

The wall surface is plain and in real life would be 
vertical planks. I'm sanding it as smooth as possible 
using mild abrasives, then scribing the plank lines. 
This works fine on the ends and sides, but the front 
appears softer because of the printing process and 
the scriber goes through. Normally, I'd detail the 
walls on a flat surface. 

EDITION EXCLUSIVE







LAYOUT FOCUS

Layout name: Longnor
Scale/Gauge: 7mm:1ft scale / 16.5mm gauge / O-16.5 
Size: 16ft x 1ft 6in
Era/Region: Mid-1930s
Layout type: End-to-end

Factfi le



Evolving to better suit operational requirements, this narrow-gauge slice also 
proves that location accuracy isn't mandatory to enjoy the hobby at its best.

LONGNOR
Words: Hugh Williams Photography: Andy York

OO gauge

A view coming out of the station building door. A goods train has just arrived to 
permit the engine to run round on the station loop.

O-16.5
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L
ongnor is a village in North 

Staffordshire and not too far away 

from Hulme End, which was the 

terminus of the Leek & Manifold Railway. 

In reality, Longnor never had any form 

of railway connection and the model is a 

simple 'might have been'. 

The Leek & Buxton Railway never existed 

in real life. The story behind the layout is 

that the line’s backers intended to have a 

general purpose line linking Leek to Buxton 

and, as it would have to be narrow gauge 

to tackle the topography of the route it 

would need to take, it would be an obvious 

attraction for tourists as it travelled through 

the Staffordshire and Derbyshire Dales. The 

railway was opened from Leek to Longnor in 

the early twentieth century. The story goes 

on to say that the general traffic and tourists 

didn’t materialise at the levels expected and 

that the line never got beyond Longnor – 

about halfway from Leek to Buxton and, 

although small, the largest inhabited area 

along the chosen route. 

The model is set in 1935 and the entire 

railway is assumed to have closed five or so 

years later as a result of World War II and 

never re-opened.

Measuring up
The model is end-to-end in design and 

is intended mainly for exhibition work – 

although much used at home. It has three 

scenic boards and one fiddle yard board. 

The fiddle yard has no permanent track 

and trains are assembled, despatched, and 

received using cassettes. The baseboards 

were constructed by Black Cat (a firm 

sadly no longer trading) and have integral 

folding legs. On assembly, the baseboards 

are aligned using pattern makers’ dowels and 

held together by clamps.

Deciding on what loading gauge to adopt 

for the layout, I had to bear in mind that 

narrow gauge railways’ loading gauges don't 

always bear any firm relationship with 

the track gauge they use. For example, the 

Ffestiniog Railway’s loading gauge is more 

generous than that of the Talyllyn Railway, 

even though the Ffestiniog has a narrower 

track gauge. I spent a great deal of time 

deciding on what locomotive kits I would 

like to purchase and build, bearing in mind 

that this type of job was not something I was 

much good at! In the end, I decided that the 

railway would adopt a loading gauge, which 

was similar to that used by the Lynton & 

Barnstaple Railway, and I have no regrets.

Kit-building
I built two Lynton & Barnstaple Manning 

Wardle 2-6-2T locomotives, using Slimrails 

kits, each built on a modified American 

Bachmann chassis. Slimrails also provided 

the other two locomotives, a Campbeltown 

& Machrihanish Barclay 0-6-2T and a Tralee 

& Dingle Hunslet 2-6-0T, both of these were 

built on modified American Bachmann 

chassis. As I had imagined that the railway 

was built and opened in the early years of 

the twentieth century, I further imagined 

that each of these locomotives was acquired 

by the Leek & Buxton’s owners from the 

builders who supplied the real-life engines 

to their real-life railways (but don’t ask me 

how!). A pair of freelance tram vehicles, 

which were assembled from Branchlines 

kits years ago and had been used on an 

Manning Wardle 2-6-2T locomotive No. 2, Thorncliffe, has arrived with a goods 
train and will use the loop to go to the rear to start shunting. 
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earlier layout, were slightly modified and 

repainted and put to use again. These are 

deemed to operate from battery power. 

Given the terrain, this is highly unlikely, 

but I really enjoy running them! The rolling 

stock includes Lynton & Barnstaple-style 

coaches built from Worsley Works kits, and 

the goods stock is from a wide variety of 

sources who make kits of models in the right 

dimensions for the loading gauge I operate.

‘Longnor’ was not the first narrow gauge 

layout I had built, so I didn’t find much of 

the construction of the layout to be beyond 

my limited skills, especially since I didn’t 

have to build the baseboards. However, 

the locomotives were an entirely different 

matter. Never before had I attempted to 

build so many locomotives and it isn’t much 

of an exaggeration to say that the time it 

took to build them and get them running 

satisfactorily was easily as much as it took 

to build the layout itself. One of the biggest 

problems was to modify the chassis of each 

of the American Bachmann locomotives for 

which the bodywork had been designed. 

In each case, it was necessary to fettle the 

interior of the white metal kit to make 

everything install correctly and, importantly, 

actually work. I am sure this was due to 

me and my inexperience rather than to the 

products themselves. I am pleased with the 

results, but now have a slight problem in that 

Bachmann no longer makes that particular 

chassis so, if anything goes wrong and a 

replacement chassis is needed, it will become 

interesting!

Trackwork

Originally, the track nearest to the viewer 

of the layout didn't provide a secondary 

route to the fiddle yard. It was a head shunt. 

However, after the first exhibition of the 

layout, it was extended into a secondary 

route because the head shunt was not 

very successful when operating. So, now 

it is assumed that two routes were leaving 

'Longnor', but which converged about 

halfway to Leek, and this makes for a 

more entertaining operation. The fact that 

'Longnor' is a confined station area means 

that the face of the platform nearest to the 

viewer has to double as a loading/unloading 

area for parcels and the like, and the track 

at the front edge of the layout is the siding, 

which deals with everything else. Matters 

are further complicated by the fact that 

there is only one run-round loop and that 

is on the other side of the platform to the 

siding. People who help operate the layout 

Three ladies and a dog await a train outside the station building. The Station Master tells one of the ladies that she 
simply can’t leave her car parked there. 

Hunslet 2-6-0T locomotive No. 4, Reaps Moor, departs with a Leek-bound train.



https://avxlive.icu/


https://avxlive.icu/
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at exhibitions have been known to resort to 

un-parliamentary language in addressing 

their remarks to me about this aspect of the 

layout’s design.

The permanent way is all Peco O-16.5 

narrow gauge track, except for the points, 

which are by Marcway as I wanted a 

slightly more generous radius than the 

Peco points provided. The points are 

powered by analogue Cobalt point motors 

activated using that firm’s large point 

levers. These are fixed to a control panel, 

which also looks after powering the layout’s 

electrical sections. Power is supplied by a 

Gaugemaster DC unit to which a hand-held 

controller is attached that actually drives 

the trains. The two signals are controlled by 

wire-in-tube from behind the backscene. I 

quite like the signal technology as there is 

almost nothing to go wrong – famous last 

words! And, of course, they are hand-made. 

The fiddle yard is entered by two tracks 

from the main layout and these are at either 

side of the yard’s baseboard. Cassettes are 

used to despatch and receive trains, and 

they are aligned by sight using some fairly 

large bronze strips, attached to the fiddle 

yard, which rubs against metal strips on 

the sides of the cassettes. Locomotives have 

their own separate short cassettes, which are 

placed appropriately at the end of the main 

cassettes, and this allows them to be easily 

removed and switched from one end of a 

train to the other. Electrical connectivity 

between the control panel and the boards is 

by the use of computer cables.

Setting the scene
There aren’t many buildings on the layout 

– in fact, just one! This is a heavily kit-

bashed station building that I acquired from 

Invertrains. It sits isolated from the platform, 

but this was a feature that I very much 

wanted to include – but don’t ask me why as 

I haven’t a clue! The platform is quite narrow 

and the surface has been made from N gauge 

track ballast. The platform lights illuminate 

(mainly to satisfy children at exhibitions 

who always want to know “do your lights 

work, Mister?”) but are normally left unlit. 

The same applies to lighting within the 

station building. The only other structures 

are a water tower next to the station, 

together with a cramped coaling stage, and a 

few pedestrian bridges over the tracks where 

they disappear into the fiddle yard.

The tower was assembled from the 

remainder of a kit used on an earlier layout, 

and the footbridges were made using 

A view of the station building. It looks like the lady still hasn’t moved her car…

Hunslet 2-6-0T locomotive No. 4, Reaps Moor, returns with a service from Leek having come by the original route.



O-16.5

The tram arrives from Leek, via the newer route. 
A busy interlude at Longnor!
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A general view of the station. The track serving the platform face occupied by 
the tram doubles as a goods siding. Shunting the goods sidings involves using 
the loop, visible to the left of the blue locomotive. 
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leftovers in my 'bits box'. I believe that I 

may actually have purchased a sheet of 

plastic card as well! I have little interest in 

modelling buildings – or, indeed, anything 

the other side of the boundary fence, or 

stone wall. Keeping the layout essentially 

rural and devoid of structures is exactly 

how I like it and, for where the station is 

supposed to be, entirely prototypical.

The scenery is essentially polystyrene 

blocks cut to shape and then covered with 

plaster. This was then painted dark green 

before being covered with static grass. 

Different shades and lengths of grass were 

used and then a lot of tufting was done. I 

must have used bags of the stuff and, again, 

different lengths and shades were used. I 

have tried to keep the ground covering fairly 

muted in tone as I have aimed at setting the 

layout in late summer but before the onset of 

autumn colours. Bushes and scrub have been 

created using lichen, foam and other popular 

materials, and there are a dozen or so trees 

that I obtained from the Model Tree Shop. 

Ballast and ground cover was by Woodlands 

Scenics. The ballast and the track have been 

lightly sprayed with 'frame dirt' and 'sleeper 

grime' shades of paint – again to tone down 

the overall colouring. A goods train ready for departure to Leek collects its guard’s van from storage in the spur at the end of the loop.

Shunting taking place. Both lines out of Longnor have shunting limit boards 
at an appropriate distance from the station, and shunting takes place passing 

signals set at danger.
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Trackplan

LONGNOR

Operation
When I was planning the layout, I paid 

many visits to the real Longnor (at that time 

only 30 minutes away from my home) and I 

was able to place the location of the station 

exactly. This meant that I can explain why 

it is as compact and narrow as it is. As I 

operate the layout, I can see the real location 

in my mind’s eye and I get a lot of enjoyment 

out of watching trains arrive, depart, 

shunt and reform. With the use of Kadee 

uncouplers and carefully chosen – and 

hidden – magnetic uncoupling pads, I don’t 

need to interfere with the running of trains 

by manual intervention, and that makes 

operating sessions very satisfying.

The layout is perfectly capable of being 

operated by just one person, and this is 

how it is operated at home. However, for 

exhibition use, when the object is to try 

to have something moving at all times to 

satisfy the punters(!), two operators are 

used. One simply tends to the fiddle yard 

and assembles trains ready for despatch and 

receives them back again. The other actually 

drives the trains. I’ve tried using a sequence 

table for exhibitions, but this doesn’t work 

terribly well. What happens now is that the 

main layout operator asks for, say, a goods 

train, and the fiddle yard operator assembles 

one ready for despatch. The vehicles are 

mixed in such a way that ensuring vans go to 

the platform siding and everything else goes 

to the other siding involves a lot of shunting 

for the main layout operator. I find that after 

an hour or so of operating the main layout, 

it is only humane to offer counselling to the 

individual concerned...

Parting thoughts
I know that, famously, a model railway is 

never finished, but I don’t think there is 

anything more that I want to do to change 

'Longnor'. Over the recent year or so of 

lockdowns and general unpleasantness, 

I have built another O-16.5mm layout, 

which models another station on the 

same fictitious railway. It is of the same 

dimensions as 'Longnor' and is also a 

terminus, but it is of a quite different 

design and its operating challenges are not 

those of 'Longnor'. However, I can use the 

same locomotives and rolling stock as I 

use on 'Longnor', so that has saved a lot of 

modelling effort!

One of my other layouts is a DCC 

modern image end-to-end layout, which 

has locomotives and DMUs with sound, 

lights and sound effects. I enjoy running 

it, but when the time comes to put it back 

into storage along the wall of the garage and 

replace it with 'Longnor', somehow, I enjoy 

the hobby more...
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A passenger train from Leek arrives at the main platform. The locomotive will soon move to the 
coaling stage and water tower. Part of the coaling stage can be seen on the left.

Download thelatest digital issue to watch the layout in action atwww.bit.ly/brmdigital
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Hugh Williams provides us with a tour of his picturesque layout, 
providing some top tips along the way.
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Words & photography: Jamie Warne

ANGLICISE A GERMAN 

TOWNHOUSE KIT

HOW TO...

W
hen looking for plastic kits 

to enhance your 4mm:1ft 

scale / OO gauge model 

railway, 3.5mm:1ft scale HO kits are often 

overlooked. However, used towards the rear 

of a layout, they can help give a sense of false 

perspective.  Anglicising these kits may seem 

tricky, but you don't need an architectural 

degree to work out what makes them 

look foreign – simply compare them with 

buildings found around the UK.

With this Auhagen townhouse kit, 

obvious changes needed are the red pantile 

roof panels, the overly ornate stone trim 

and window surrounds, and the design of 

windows. The roof can be swapped with 

embossed slate sheets, and the stone trim 

is easily removed or modified. Thankfully, 

changing the windows isn't as daunting as 

it sounds; rather than replacing them all, I’ll 

demonstrate a simple modification to make 

them look like traditional sash windows. 

Not content with minor changes, I'll also be 

sharing some more drastic modifications to 

help you transform this kit completely.

As article space is limited and the focus 

is purely on the Auhagen kit, I won’t be 

describing the construction of the diorama 

base. Instead, visit this month's BRM topic 

on RMweb.co.uk/community to see more!
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Auhagen

(11 417) Stadthäuser Schmidtstraße 27/29

www.auhagen.de

Modelu

(2964-076) Round Coronet Top Chimney 

Pots

(2905-0763) Round Pipe Rectangular Hopper

(2955-0763) Half-round Guttering

(2957-0763) Half-round Guttering Stop Ends

(2956-0763) Half-round Guttering Outlets

(2914-0763) Round Pipe Offsets (5x)

(2901-0763) Round Cast Iron Holderbats

www.modelu3d.co.uk

Slater’s Plastikard

(0120) 0.020in 

(0140) 0.040in 

(0160) 0.060in 

(1005) 0.020in square Microstrip

www.slatersplastikard.com

Vallejo

(70.862) Black Grey

(70.951) White

(70.976) Buff

(70.837) Pale Sand

(70.876) Brown Sand

(70.847) Dark Sand

(70.985) Hull Red

(70.882) Middlestone

(70.902) Azure

www.acrylicosvallejo.com

Wills

(SSMP203) Slate Sheets

www.peco-uk.com

1

To reconfi gure the elevations, swap the original rear uppermost-storey of both buildings to the front. Both original front 
uppermost-storey(s) and removed rear-middle storey from the taller building form the new pub extension. The rear 
bottom two storeys remain as-is.

Building the shell

2

Use a mechanical pencil for marking out, and cut using several passes of 
a sharp blade, guided by a steel rule. Take care – the plastic is slippery. 
File burrs away and remove unwanted locating tabs like those along the 
gables.

3

7

5 6

8

4

To achieve the 'London look', all walls gain a coat of 
Vallejo Dark Sand. Rather than painting individual bricks, 
colour was built up by dry-brushing random spots in a 
downward dabbing motion using Black Grey, Buff, Brown 
Sand and Middlestone.

I’ve cut 34 right-angled triangles from Plastikard to use 
both as corner stiffeners, and also to ensure all walls are 
perpendicular. Try and place these away from windows 
and 5mm below the parapets so that we can fi t recessed 
roofs later.

The double-length single-storey pub extension utilises 
the removed upper storeys of the kit – the two front walls 
joined using scraps on the back. Doorways are formed by 
elongating the windows. Note the offset 5mm brick plinth 
added to the bottom.

At this stage it looks a little spotty, but various washes of 
“Buff” and “Dark Grey” help both to mute the effect (and 
thus tie it all together), as well as giving some shadow to 
the mortar courses.

Most of the original mitred edges are used. For additional 
ones needed, clamp a 45-degree angled block on top of 
the component – with the thickness of the plastic poking 
out – and fi le the edge to match the block angle.

Only one gable is used per building, but 
note that the shop roof has been modifi ed 
from a pitched roof to a mansard roof. 
This gable now has angles of 63 and 
20-degrees for lower and upper pitches 
respectively.

Creating a basic 3D model of the elevations in 
free software like Sketchup Make 2017 is a 
huge time-saver, and will help you make the 
most out of the kit. If you prefer something 
more tangible, a cardboard mock-up is 
recommended!
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9

The cafe and pub extension fl at roofs are 0.060in bases, and overlap the 
exposed walls by 1mm. The 1.5mm wide edging strips and 4mm deep fascias 
are 0.040in. Raised seams are 0.020in Microstrip, spaced at 8mm centres.

The Roofs

11 12

10

For the pub's hipped roof, trace the gable end (minus 
5mm from the bottom) to make a pattern. Draw a 
rectangle onto Wills slates; the length matching the 
internal length of the building, and the height matching 
the gable length.

Align the pattern to a bottom corner (arrowed). Extend 
the centreline to the top to determine the ridge end. Join 
this back down to the bottom corner to form the hip line. 
Mirror this process for the other roof side.

Cut 10mm wide strips of tissue paper. Working in small areas, thinly brush PVA onto the roof 
and carefully overlap each strip. Once dry, apply various grey washes to build up colour, then 
dry-brush white for a zinc/lead sheen.

Mansard roofs can be tricky. It’s best to think of 
them as two separate hipped roofs – one above 
the other. I recommend making a cardboard 
mock-up as I did before committing to more 
expensive embossed sheets.

For a neater fi nish, start each overlap at the 
bottom edge of every seam and also overlap 
the sides of the base to hide the Plastikard 
edge. After placing each strip, brushing lightly 
with watered-down PVA helps them lie fl at.

14

15
16

17

13

Cut out the three components if you haven’t already, and 
fi le the underside mitres at 45 degrees. Check that they 
fi t together tightly, and make any adjustments needed. 
Don’t forget to cut out a notch for the chimney stack.

Cut a 0.060in base, fi tting it loosely on the supporting 
Plastikard triangles from earlier. Draw a new roofl ine 
5mm below the gable. Where this meets the base, draw 
an offset line along the three non-gable sides to mark the 
mansard roofs’ footprint.

Draw a cardboard gable pattern, using the offset lines 
as guides. Take note of the annotations; we’ll be using 
these throughout. On a separate sheet, draw a rectangle 
65.5mm long 'A' by width 'LD', the lower gable length.

From one top corner, take length 'LB' across (from the 
pattern) and draw a line back to the bottom corner of the 
same side; forming the hip line. Repeat, but mirror this 
process for the other side of the lower roof.

On a separate sheet, take the internal width (span) of the 
building, and draw a perpendicular centreline. Measure 
the hip length from step 12, and draw lines from both 
ends of the span to wherever that measurement meets 
the centreline to form the hip.
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19

21

28

22 23

24

27

25 26

2018

Atop each lower roof side (step 17), form a rectangle by 
offsetting the top horizontal line by gable length 'UD'. 
Taking 'UB' across from a top corner – remembering 
to mirror for alternate sides – draw a line back to the 
bottom to form the hip line.

You should end up with the cardboard template shown at 
the bottom of this photograph. Cut it out, assemble it with 
masking tape, and carry out a test fi t. Note the dormer 
added to the pattern.

Numerous new doors 
are required as I 
progress through the 
build. Each consists 
of three overlapping 
0.020in layers; the 
door frame, the door, 
and fi nally glazing 
material and/or 
recessed panels.

Transfer to Wills slates, cut out, and mitre the back edges 
at 45 degrees. Making a 0.040in support structure to fi t 
underneath (inset) negates the need for specifi c mitre 
angles, but don't forget to reduce its size to account for 
the thickness of the Wills sheets.

Dormers are made using 0.040in Plastikard, including 
a thin strip above each window to thicken the frame, 
having previously removed the toplights. Remove a 
section of the lower roof to allow the dormers to sit 
inside, but don’t fi t them yet!

Using watery PVA, wrap everything except the windows 
with tissue paper leadwork, including wings for the 
slates. Add glazing behind the windows, then glue the 
lower roof and dormers down. A 0.020in overhanging 
roof (not shown) is also wrapped and added.

Glue the roof assembly to the building and apply 
sawtooth-shaped tissue paper along the gable ends – a 
fi ddly but rewarding detail! For coping stones, scribe 
0.040in Plastikard into 12mm segments, paint all sides, 
and glue with plastic cement.

Before gluing the upper roof on, add 0.020in Microstrip 
on top of both lower hips to form a raised centre, and 
apply more tissue paper lead strips around all edges. 
Glue the upper roof on and repeat the process.

Mix Dark Grey and White until you get something close 
to the original slate colour, and paint everything except 
the window and its sill. Weather with some dry-brushed 
White, and whatever colours seem appropriate to your 
prototype.

On top of the lower roof’s hip (step 18), draw a vertical 
centreline from 'US'. Take the hip length from step 19

and draw a line from both bottom corners up to where 
they meet the centreline.

For the lower hip, draw a line 68mm long (roof span), 
adding vertical lines from the pattern as shown. Using 
the hip length from step 17, join both bottom corners 
to the inner vertical lines. Join with a horizontal line, 
referred to later as 'US' to form an isosceles trapezium.
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Modifying the windows is easy but requires precision. Remove 
the mullion, then carefully cut the transom (while retaining the 
raised frame detail) and re-glue it in the centre. Re-fl atten the 
raised detail against the outer frame for a neat fi nish.

Spot the mistake! Yes, I removed 5mm from my original 
door, only to realise it was right all along – I forgot about 
the plinth…never mind, a ramp made from scribed 
0.040in Plastikard and Microstrip railings makes a neat 
feature!

For the pillars, you’ll fi rst need to remove rear locating 
tabs and unnecessary raised detail (front) of the kit's 
donor window surrounds. Use a thimble with a blob of 
Blu Tack to prevent injury from the knife or component 
slipping.

To create the sign, surround 0.020in Plastikard bases 
with stone cornice detailing from the kit. Prime, then 
paint in your chosen colour scheme. It doesn’t matter 
if the cornices differ slightly, paint will hide most of the 
discrepancies!

The outer shop frontage uses a base layer of 0.040in 
with one additional 0.020in layer. To fi nish, one of the 
chunky front cornice sections is used, with the detail 
removed (discarded, right) that would otherwise cover 
the signage.

To strengthen the delicate 
shopfront (and also give 
the opportunity for interior 
detailing), I’ve built a 
simple room from 0.040in 
Plastikard. Note the 
additional upper support that 
helps both form and glue the 
awkward shape in place.

The shopfront is formed from two more 0.020in layers. Remove 
the smallest parts fi rst before moving onto the larger apertures. 
This aids rigidity; helping to avoid ripping/bending thin 
surrounds. Cut out the perimeter of the component last.

The pub frontage, which will sit on top of the brick 
plinths, is made from three 0.020in Plastikard layers. 
Each of the pillars (top) is made from two types of 
window surrounds to get the length required. 

30 31

Curtains are tissue paper weathered with a wash of 
Black Grey. Once dry, they are Z-folded and glued on with 
PVA. Frosted windows are clear fi lm strips sprayed with 
matt varnish. Blu Tack stops the fi lm from blowing away 
when spraying!

Unfortunately, the rear windows of the pub extension 
are too small, being designed to have stone overlays. 
Therefore, a new 0.020in rendered Plastikard wall is 
added. Create interest by reducing/rotating the windows, 
then add a window sill.

You can produce signage using free computer 
graphics programs, like Paint.NET. Measure the 
size required, adjust the artboard/canvas to fi t, 
and design away! Print at 100% (deselect 'Fit 
picture to frame'), cut out, and glue with PVA.
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For the pub, glue and paint the original chimney cap 
together with a spare part from the same sprue to 
strengthen it. The rather lovely Modelu coronet chimney 
pots are then painted (with soot inside), and glued on top.

The Modelu guttering components are tiny and brittle, 
so exercise caution. Assemble everything fi rst and 
paint later, otherwise parts may not fi t properly, as I 
discovered! Use a small amount of glue – I use a cocktail 
stick to apply it.

Improve the backyards by removing wall sections and 
adding gates; mine have 0.040in posts and scribed 
planking, with an additional 0.020in frame layer on the 
back. For the pub, I also chopped up and reconfi gured the 
walls to create two gardens.

Downpipes are 0.040in/1mm diameter styrene rods. If 
the holderbats (downpipe brackets) are a bit too tight, cut 
a slot in the back and push the brackets over the pipes 
instead. This is recommended, especially for brackets 
mid-way along a pipe.

Conclusion
This conversion was very rewarding, and the 
results, I hope, prove that it’s worth the effort 
taken to anglicise such a kit. You don’t have 
to go to the extreme lengths that I did, but 
the more components you modify, the more 
character your buildings gain. Sticking with 
the original pitched roofs would’ve saved a 
lot of time and effort, but don’t the hipped 
and mansard roofs look more interesting?

The trickiest aspect to the build was the 
planning stage, specifi cally, working out 
how to modify the elevations in a way that 
would reduce wastage, while still resulting in 
buildings that would give off a London vibe. 
That said, I think the results have proven to 
me that you don’t need to be put off if a kit 
doesn’t look exactly how you want.

As with most dioramas, it's easy to get 
carried away with the detailing, and what 
you won't know from this article is that I also 
modelled a basic interior for the café. Yet 
despite all this effort, most of it isn't visible! 
Hopefully the inclusion of LED lighting in the 
future will help show more of it off.

Anyway, next time you struggle to fi nd a 
kit to fi ll a town scene, remember that you're 
not necessarily limited to the UK market!

Download the
latest digital issueto watch our practical videos at www.bit.ly/

brmdigital



DIGITAL EDITION 

EXCLUSIVE
How to anglicise a kit with Jamie Warne
If you’re struggling to find a kit to fill a town scene, remember that you are 
not necessarily limited to the UK market, as Jamie Warne discovers…

WATCH THE VIDEOS HERE
(You must have a wifi connection to stream video content)

PLAY



OOMaking a diorama base with Jamie Warne
Jamie Warne talks us through the steps needed to create your own diorama 
base as he builds this innovative town scene.

WATCH THE VIDEOS HERE
(You must have a wifi connection to stream video content)

PLAY

Interview: Jamie Warne
Lawrence Robbins spoke to master modeller Jamie Warne about some of 
his most recent and future projects at our recent virtual exhibition.

WATCH THE VIDEOS HERE
(You must have a wifi connection to stream video content)

PLAY
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Mail Order By Return P&P £4, over £40 POST FREE. 

Unpainted metal kits - glue with epoxy glue (£7.00)

Illustrated Catalogues Inc. post

OO, 009 (1/76th) ..........£6.50 in colour

N Catalogue (1/148th)..£5.50 in colour

O Catalogue (1/43rd) ...£4.50 in colour

166 Three Bridges Road, Crawley, Sussex, RH10 1LE

Tel: 01293 516329 Fax: 01293 403955 www.langleymodels.co.uk 

LNWR/LMS Signal box & interior .............. £ 28.35

Pavillion(cricket,football,café,scouts etc) .. £ 19.95

Conservatory, chairs & tables ................... £ 11.00

Greenhouses & garden sheds .................. £ 11.00

War Memorial  ........................................... £ 3.90

Cliff Railway Incl coaches & motorizing  . £ 127.40

Surburban Station building ...................... £ 19.30

Stained glass windows - small .................. £ 5.60

Drain & Manhole Covers (brass)  ................ £ 4.10

10 Oil Drums  ............................................ £ 3.85

2 rowing boats & fisherman  ...................... £ 5.50

Country Garage (incl folding doors)  ......... £ 19.95

3 Harnessed Horses  .................................. £ 4.35

2 Unharnessed horses  .............................. £ 3.10

Loco Crew Driver & Fireman  ..................... £ 1.95

Waterfowl-4 Swans & 4 Ducks  ................. £ 3.65

Washing Line & Figure  .............................. £ 3.85

6 Assorted Cows  ....................................... £ 5.20

8 Seagulls- 5 flying, 3 standing  ................. £ 3.65

6 Assorted Dogs ........................................ £ 3.40

Hunt Scene-4 horses & riders 8 hounds  .... £ 7.50

Working Men 1 on Ladder & 1 on trestle  ... £ 4.95

8 Pigs  ....................................................... £ 3.65

Bristol 'Royal Blue' coach 1940's  ............ £ 14.30

Newcastle/London Q1 trolley bus 52-59  . £ 18.80

Leyland Tiger TS7 coach 1935  ................ £ 14.30

Leyland Hippo lorry 1947  .......................... £ 9.30

Parcel van - 1 horse  .................................. £ 6.65

Delivery trolley - 2 horse  ........................... £ 6.95

Hansom Cab  ............................................. £ 4.90

Gypsy caravan, horse & figures  ............... £ 11.15

Morris Commercial Van 1 ton 1950's  ........ £ 6.40

Shand Mason horse drawn fire engine  .... £ 11.15

Leyland Beaver flatbed lorry 1949-70's  .... £ 9.20

Leyland Beaver 3 way Tipper 1949-70's  ... £ 9.40

Coal cart - horse drawn  ............................ £ 6.65

Brewery Dray - horse drawn  ..................... £ 6.85

Railway Delivery lorry 5 ton 2 horse  .......... £ 6.85

Ruston Bucyrus19RB face shovel '37-55  £ 17.45

19-RB dragline/clam bucket/demo'37-55  £ 25.90

AEC Mercury Tractor & low loader 50's  ... £ 10.50

AEC Mercury tractor&flatbed trailer 50's  ... £ 9.20

AEC Mercury 3 way Tipper 1950's  ............ £ 9.40

AEC Marshall/Mammoth Major flatbed  ...... £ 9.40

Leyland Beaver & low loader 1947  .......... £ 10.50

22-RB Face Shovel Crane 55onwards  ..... £ 17.55

4 Lineside Men digging,bolt greaser bolt tightener pair  ........... £ 4.80

4 Lineside men set2 3 track straighteners + pickaxe  ............. £ 4.80

4 Seated lying down drunks  .................................................. £ 4.80

4 drunks/wino's dancing, pukeing, peeing and sleeping  ......... £ 4.80

6 1950's Station figs guards fat controller porter etc  .............. £ 6.30

6 ass Gravediggers. Pick, shovel and lamp holders ................. £ 6.30

Canadian Canoe and 2 paddling figs  ..................................... £ 6.85

Canadian Canoe padding and resting figure  ........................... £ 6.85

3 Deep-sea Divers, 2 helpers, compressor ............................. £ 6.75

3 x Kids/ R.C. Toys, 1 adult launching plane  ........................... £ 6.30

6 kids, 4 with skateboards, 2 rollerskates  .............................. £ 6.30

1 x Windsurfer and figure  ..................................................... £ 5.15

3 Surfers, 2 surfing one waxing board  ................................... £ 6.30

4 Hunting figs & 2 'gun dogs' with pheasant .......................... £ 6.30

6 Assorted People with Umbrellas  ......................................... £ 6.35

8 Assorted Ambulance/Paramedics .......................................  £ 7.55

2 Assorted Mobility Scooters and Figs  ................................... £ 6.60

Council/Municipal Figure and rubbish cart  ............................. £ 5.05

Cider/Fruit Press Figure and demijohns  ................................. £ 6.30

C.C.T.V. Cameras (3 wall and 1 post mounted)  ....................... £ 5.25

5 Policemen in various positions  ........................................... £ 5.45

Assorted Agricultural Tools & Equipment  ................................ £ 4.55

Ass Industrial Tools & Equipment  ........................................... £ 4.55

Platform Machines (tickets chocolate weighing scales)  ........... £ 6.30

Ind Machine. Mill & Pillar Drill  ............................................... £ 6.85

Painted Funeral Scene  ...................................................... £ 13.00

Painted 6 Assorted Dogs  ..................................................... £ 8.90

Painted Newspaper vendor and paper box  .......................... £ 6.70

Painted 2 Freisan Cows (patched brown/white)  ................... £ 7.80

Painted 2 x Highland Cattle  ................................................. £ 8.30

Painted White Wedding scene (8 figs)  ................................ £ 22.80

Painted 6 x Working Action figures set1  ............................ £ 15.15

Painted 6 x working figures set 2  ...................................... £ 15.15

Painted Wharfside Figures  ................................................. £ 15.15

Painted 2 Wooden Barrels Weathered  .................................. £ 5.35

Painted Lifebelts and Stands  ............................................... £ 9.60

Painted Mangle, tin bath and bucket  ................................... £ 6.90

Painted Sundial, bird bath and flower pots/urns  .................. £ 9.60

Painted Water Butt and 4 Flower Tubs  ............................... £ 10.25

Painted Private Siding Gate  ............................................... £ 11.90

Painted Small 5 Bar Gate  .................................................... £ 7.75

Painted Guards Band (10 Figs)  .......................................... £ 30.20

Painted 10 Chimney Pots (terracotta)  .................................. £ 4.75

Painted 6 Kings and Queens Pots  ........................................ £ 9.50

Painted 12 Round Chimney Pots (weathered)  ...................... £ 9.50

Painted Milkman & Milk Crates  ......................................... £ 11.10

Painted Loco Driver & Fireman  ............................................ £ 6.00

Painted 6 Seated Engine Crew  .......................................... £ 15.15

Painted Loco Crew 2 x Diesel Drivers  .................................. £ 6.00

Painted Waterfowl-swans and ducks etc  ........................... £ 11.65

OO SCALE 

Ransoms Rapier Mobile Crane £40.50, 

Gravestones £7.55  

Loads of other kits in our illustrated colour catalogue 

website www.langleymodels.co.uk

N Scale 

Wedding Figs £4.90, 

72ft Motorboat (pictured)

£9.50, 

Butty Boat £9.50, 

Wide Lock gate set £9.50, 

Lock walls set £13.25 (resin)
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‘The Country House Toy & Nostalgia Auction’- October 9th 
Why Buy & Sell with Hansons? We offer regular Monthly Toy Sales. 

Regular sales give better results with faster payments. 

Hanson’s expertise, worldwide exposure.

All Toy Entries NOW INVITED for our Forthcoming 2021 Toy Sales!

 We specialise in everything from single items to lifetime collections

2021 Toy Sales Calendar: 13th November

Valuation Days: BP Fairs - NEC Birmingham, 3rd October 

Hansons Auctioneers, Bishton Hall, Staffordshire, ST17 0XN
Contact Mark Holder on 01889 529707 or email 

mholder@hansonsauctioneers.co.uk
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Named Floreat Salopia during a ceremony at Shrewsbury Cotton Hill Depot on May 
30, 1993, 31147 would gain a metal plaque in lieu of its rare painted ‘Regional 
Railways’ branding over the ‘Dutch’ livery. The locomotive entered traffic on 
November 19, 1959, as D5595, and was allocated to March shed, spending its time 
mostly in East Anglia until 1965, when it moved north to Tinsley.
Price: £197.99

W: www.uk.hornby.com 

HORNBY (R3880) 31147 FLOREAT SALOPIA 
IN BR CIVIL ENGINEERS LIVERY

Church kits aren’t quite as versatile on a model railway as a smaller house, 
but nothing quite sets a scene like one. Surrounded by age and history, from 
gravestones of old to majestic fir or yew trees, they are often a distant symbol on 
the landscape of a community, be it a village, or town. With the exception of smaller 
halts, most stations are located in towns, hence a church can often be justified if 
you have room. This self-coloured injection-moulded plastic kit constructs into a 
185mm x 90mm x 145mm stone-built variant.
Price: £15.75 
W: www.gaugemasterretail.com 

Temporary offices are often installed as a low-cost alternative to more permanent buildings 
when a company is working to a contract for a limited period. Seen installed around 

maintenance depots or larger construction sites to house staff, these buildings could be 
described as ‘glorified’ Portakabins. It is recommended that laser-cut MDF parts are sprayed 

before assembly, painting elements in the colours of your chosen company.      
Price: £6.99

W: www.scalemodelscenery.co.uk 

GAUGEMASTER (GM483) FORDHAMPTON 

CHURCH

SCALE MODEL SCENERY (LX390-OO) LOW 
-RELIEF MODULAR TEMPORARY OFFICES

OO
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OO

DCC CONCEPTS (DCM-RRN.10 AND DCM-
RRH.10) 10-AXLE ROLLING ROADS
DCC Concepts’ boxed rolling road sets are now with stockists for OO / EM /P4 gauges and 
N / TT gauges, in addition to our reviewed O gauge sample last month. Simple to set up on 
rails at your desired spacing thanks to neodymium magnetics, each is supplied in a smart 
blue box, gold-plated rollers – for better conductivity – being located securely in the foam 
packaging. A magnetised screwdriver is provided in each set for faster gauge adjustment if 
required. 
Price: £99.95 (each)
W: www.dccconcepts.com 

NEW PRODUCTS

OO

This new game by Gameformatic promises an immersive model railway creation 
experience, all in virtual 3D. If you've always dreamt of building and operating a 
large model railway, but you don't have space at home, perhaps creating it in 3D 
is the solution? Train Yard builder allows users to construct and collect railway 
models, purchase heritage or modern-day locomotives and rolling stock, paint 
them, apply transfers, or even design them from scratch. Layout landscapes can 
be planned and visitors can be charged for viewing your collection.
Price: £TBA

W: www.store.steampowered.com search for ‘Train Yard Builder’

TRAIN YARD BUILDER – 3D MODEL 
RAILWAY SOFTWARE

OO

EM

P4

TT

N

OO

CDC DESIGN LNER/BR J68 AND NLR/
LMS/BR 75 CLASS BODYSHELLS
With the arrival of Hornby’s recent new 0-6-0 ‘Terrier’ locomotives, some modellers 
might question what to do with their older models. CDC Design prints new 3D 
bodyshells to fit older chassis, giving them a new guise and fresh lease of life. Its 
J68 finished in plain black livery is a direct fit for the Dapol/Hornby 0-6-0 'Terrier' 
chassis, while its C72 is available with either original NLR-type or later LNWR-type 
chimneys and will fit the standard Electrotren 0-6-0T chassis. Finished in plain 
black livery, both require transfers to complete. A numbering and lettering service 
is available for an additional charge of £10.00 per locomotive.
Price: £42.00 (each)
W: www.cdc-design.net 
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Re-working figures to fit a space on the layout has been a popular pastime for 
modellers, but some jobs require supreme skills – making miniature musical 
instruments, for instance. These new 3D-printed figures from Modelu are available as 
a pack of six, five playing instruments, plus a conductor. Figures are easily cut from 
the printed sprue before painting with your paint of choice. Also available as separate 
figures. 
Price: from £23 (per pack), from £4.50 (individual figures) 
W: www.modelu3d.co.uk

Newly added to its growing range of 3D-printed vehicles for 2mm:1ft scale is this horse-
drawn dray, with driver. Pre-finished in-house by the model retailer and painted, the 
model is layout-ready, ideal for a pre-WWII scene, with its pneumatic tyres. Place outside 
a brewery on your layout, en-route to a local pub making a delivery, or arrived at its 
destination. 
Price: £24.99
W: www.osbornsmodels.com

VISIT WWW.WORLD-OF-RAILWAYS.CO.UK FOR THE LATEST PRODUCT NEWS

DCC CONCEPTS (DCD-UTC) ULTIMATE 
TURNOUT CONTROL PACK

OSBORN’S MODELS (A3D125) HORSE-
DRAWN BREWERY DRAY AND DRIVER

This compact PCB has been designed to actuate micro servos, an increasingly 
popular choice for motorising for turnouts, signals and other layout accessories. 
The compact unit promises to be simple to use, with PCB-mounted toggle 
switches, allowing the user to plug servos directly. LEDs indicate switch or servo 
position, while a 6V DC power supply is recommended. Units can be daisy-
chained to further modules, from a single power supply. Can be used with the 
manufacturer’s (RKBracket1) servo mounting bracket, and servo extension leads.
Price: £24.99

W: www.rkeducation.co.uk 

Palisade fencing is a common feature alongside much railway property, industrial 
estates, and utility sites such as water treatment and power substations, 
keeping them free of trespassers. This pack of laser-cut tri-spike topped pales 
has engraved detail and is supplied with components to assemble gates, too. 
Assembled with superglue, PVA, or a latex-type adhesive, the kit builds up to 
116cm of fencing at a scale two metres in height – 26mm in 4mm:1ft scale. Can 
be flexed to suit curved track or roads, if necessary. 
Price: £11.99

W: www.scalemodelscenery.co.uk 

OO

MODELU (1629) BANDSTAND FIGURES
OO

N

RK EDUCATION (RKP20SERVO) 
SERVO CONTROLLER

SCALE MODEL SCENERY (LX429-OO)
TRI-SPIKE PALISADE SECURITY
FENCING  AND GATES

OO

DCC Concepts has revealed a bundle pack aimed at motorising turnouts with 
realistic slow-action changes, with a simple control panel. Its turnout control pack 
contains everything required to motorise and control 12 turnouts on a layout. 
Contained in the pack is an Alpha Central Integrated 12-Way Switch (DCD-AEC), 
Alpha DCC Power Bus Driver (DCD-SNX), a 12V Power Supply (DCP-12.3) and a 
12-pack of Cobalt IP Digital Turnout Motors (DCP-CB12DiP). The pack is suitable for 
DC, DCC, AC, or three-rail layouts. See its website for more bundles. 
Price: £469.95
W: www.dccconcepts.com  



DIGITAL EDITION 

EXCLUSIVE
DCC Concepts Rolling Roads
Join Howard Smith for a closer look at these new model locomotive testing 
and configuration aides from the manufacturer, available in multiple scales.



OO

WATCH THE VIDEOS HERE
(You must have a wifi connection to stream video content)

PLAY
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9 High Street, Eastleigh, Hants, SO50 5LB

email: info@acmodelseastleigh.co.uk

Tel: 02380 610100           www.acmodelseastleigh.co.uk

Your one stop shop for the model enthuisiast 

selling new and secondhand Model Trains, 

Slotcars, Plastic Kits, Diecast etc. 

Visit our shop for all your modelling needs.

See website www.acmodelseastleigh.co.uk 

for opening times

Gift vouchers available

For Spares Department contact 

www.acmodelsspares.co.uk

32-236 LMS 3F Jinty 47619 BR Black...............................£99.95

32-381 Class 37/4 37419 DB Schenker ..........................£146.65 

35-526 Class 121 DMMU BR Blue ..................................£149.95 

32-575A Ivatt Class 4MT LMS Black .............................. £139.95 

Track cutter DCT-XTC ...................................................... £12.00

Wiper Pickups DCP-WP12 ............................................... £15.95

Cobalt IP Digital Point Motor (12 pack) .......................... £266.95

LM-iD.1 Legacy Models Intellegent Detector.................... £17.95 

DCD-ZNMini.4 4 function 8 pin harness decoder ............. £23.95 

DCP-CBSS-2 Cobalt SS Controller + Accessories ........... £59.95 

DCF-BR.OO OO Gauge Bearing Reamers  ..................... £12.95 

DCD-ZNM.HP.6 Zen Black 6 function midi-decoder ......... £27.95 

DCC CONCEPTS APPROVED DEALER

THEMODELTRAINCENTRE.COM
Graham Farish 370-160 

Castle Pullman Sound 

Fitted Train Set - £337.46

DMU Upgrade Service - 

www.themodeltraincentre.com/servicing/

OPEN Monday - Saturday 9.00am - 4.00pm

THE MODEL TRAIN CENTRE

Clarks Hardware, 96 - 104 Every Street, Nelson, 

Lancashire BB9 7LS CALL: 01282 601488
Shop on our website www.themodeltraincentre.com 

and earn loyalty points with every purchase.

      The Model Train Centre          @modeltraincntr

Hornby R3418 BR K1 Class 62006 .................................£113.99

Hornby R3912 RailRoad Class 20901 GBRF....................£69.99

Hornby R4971 BR Mk1 RB W1739 ...................................£31.99

Hornby R3781 K&ESR Terrier 

No.5 Rolvenden ............ £80.99
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OXFORD RAIL
J27 

Words & Photography: Tony Wright

I 
must declare a very slight interest right 

at the start of this review because I was 

asked a few questions about the J27s by 

Oxford’s product designer, some little time 

ago. Apart from the loan of a book or two 

and some photographs, my involvement in 

the project went no further than that. 

The model has been worth waiting 

for because, overall, it’s to a very high 

standard, both in terms of appearance and, 

particularly, the sweet-running.

The 115-strong prototypes were among 

the most long-lived of British steam 

locomotives. The first batch was built at 

Darlington by the North Eastern Railway 

in 1906, with further batches built at the 

NER’s principal works, by the North British 

Loco. Co., Beyer, Peacock & Co. and Robert 

Stephenson & Co. up to 1922, with the 

final 10 being built at Darlington after the 

Grouping in 1923. They worked mainly in 

the North East coalfields, though 12 were 

transferred to the ex-GE lines in 1926, 

allocated to both March and Cambridge 

depots. Members of this dozen moved about 

a bit down the years, also seeing service 

from Peterborough East, Ardsley, Langwith 

and Grantham. They had all returned to 

the North East by 1942. Detail alterations 

were made to the class down the sixty-odd 

years of its existence – boiler changes, dome 

positions, smokebox lengths, buffers and 

bufferbeams, safety valves, superheating 

and tender changes – modellers beware! 

All these changes can be found in the 

appropriate RCTS Part 5 in the ‘green series’ 

and Volume 47B of Yeadon, both of which 

I consulted in preparing this review. The 

final survivors saw out steam on the North 

Eastern Region of BR in 1967, over 60 years 

after the first members of the class appeared. 

One has been preserved for posterity. I saw 

them in their later years, plodding around 

County Durham and as far south as York.

On first taking the model out of its 

packaging, it has an air of high-quality. A 

prototype photograph of No. 1010 can be 

found at the bottom of page 231 of Yeadon’s 

Register of the class, and it would appear 

to match that very well, other than the real 

thing being dirty. Correctly, the safety valves 

are of the Ramsbottom type, contained 

in a brass ‘trumpet’. This is black on the 

model, since the brass was probably painted 

over, and the bufferbeam is in the form of 

a ‘sandwich’, with tapered-shank buffers, 

which are sprung. 

The smokebox is also the correct, shorter 

length, representing an original saturated 

engine, with the horizontal handrails not 

continuing in a rising arc over the smokebox 

door. The tender is also right in having 

four filled-in rails around the coal space 

and three open ones around the rear space. 

There are numerous separate fittings, none 

of which need to be added by the purchaser 

– they’re all fixed in place, including brake 

rigging. 

There are some detail issues I might 

question. The cabside windows seem to be 

too narrow, resulting in a greater-than-scale 

width to the central pillar, and I can find 

no evidence of J27s ever having prominent 

rivets along the top of the footplate’s edge – 

countersunk rivets were Darlington’s usual 

practice. That said, correctly, there are rivets 

at the splashers’ bases. Presumably because 

of production necessities, the handrail pillars 

protrude out horizontally from the boiler 

sides, where, in reality, they should be radial 

from the boiler’s centre. The bottom of the 
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BASICS

Manufacturer: Oxford Rail

Catalogue Refs:

(OR76J27001) J27 No. 1010 in black with 

LNER lettering

RRP: £109.95

Gauge/scale: 16.5mm/1:76/OO

Era: 2-5

Company/Operator: NER / LNER / BR

Weight: 220g

Chassis: die-cast metal

Body: plastic

Minimum curve radius: 438mm (R2)

Wheel Profile: RP25

Couplings: NEM-mounted tension-locks

boiler is part of the chassis, resulting in a 

visible seam line, though the representation 

of the inside motion is a very nice touch. 

The finish is a pleasing overall satin sheen 

of black, though these locomotives were 

rarely clean in reality. The numbering/

lettering is crisply and accurately-applied. 

Those who renumber theirs to GE-allocated 

J27s will need to space out the ‘LNER’ on 

the tender with the letters further apart. 

I’m not sure about the cabside interior 

colour, however. It wouldn't stay cream for 

long in service, though the cab interior is 

beautifully-detailed. The fallplate seems to 

refuse to lie flat for long. A two-position 

drawbar allows for closer coupling if desired, 

but don’t expect the model to go round train 

set curves if this is altered. 

Performance is exemplary, straight from 

the box. It’s smooth-running, quiet and 

rock-steady. And, despite its relatively light 

weight, it’s sure-footed enough on fairly 

heavy trains. 

Provision for a 21-pin DCC decoder is 

provided in the tender, with consequent four 

wires passing between the two units. Pick-

ups are on all the drivers and the first and 

middle wheelsets of the tender, resulting in 

no stalling over pointwork and crossings. All 

wheels are true-round with consistent back-

to-backs, and this lovely-running locomotive 

negotiated both hand-built pointwork and 

Peco with consummate ease.  

Where this delightful new model really 

scores is in its incredibly low price, which 

represents outstanding value for money, and 

it’s sure to fly off the shelves. I thoroughly 

recommend it. 

The J27 impressed with its smooth-running, and despite its relatively light weight, it’s sure-footed 
enough on fairly heavy trains. 

The cab interior is beautifully-
detailed, but it's doubtful it would 
stay cream for long in service.

A two-position drawbar allows for closer coupling if desired, but don’t expect the model to go round train set curves if this is altered. 



DIGITAL EDITION 

EXCLUSIVE
Oxford Rail J27
The haulage capacity of Oxford Rail's new J27 0-6-0 is tested around 'Little 
Bytham' with goods trains.
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OXFORD RAIL
TANK WAGON
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BASICS

Manufacturer: Oxford Rail

Catalogue Ref:

(OR76TK2003) Colfi x London Ltd black

(OR76TK2004) Benzol and By-Products 

yellow and maroon

(OR76TK2005) Fisons Sulphuric Acid 

turquoise

(OR76TK2006) Graham's Golden Lager 

green

(OR76TK2007) BP (British Petroleum)/ Shell 

silver

RRP: £21.95 (each)

Gauge/scale: 16.5mm gauge / 1:76 scale 

/ OO

Construction: Injection-moulded plastic 

body and chassis

Weight: 25g

Wheel Profile: RP25

Accessories: Three-link couplings

Words: Howard Smith Photography: Tony Wright

O
xford Rail’s new 12T tank wagons in 

six liveries for OO gauge will help 

bolster the number of private owner 

wagons available to modellers. Released as 

part of this first batch is the black livery of 

Colfix London Ltd., the yellow and maroon 

of Benzol and By-Products, the turquoise 

of Fisons for Sulphuric acid, the green of 

Graham’s Golden Lager and kindly received 

for review from the manufacturer, the silver 

of BP/Shell.

The distinctive four-wheeled wagons 

are based on those built to the Railway 

Clearing House (RCH) diagram 72 of 1907. 

Until the introduction of RCH standards, 

the numerous railway manufacturers 

were largely free to design wagons at 

will, resulting in certain incompatibilities 

from ride heights and wheelbases. The 

RCH standards sought to address critical 

dimensions and fittings, such as wheelbase 

and underframe components, buffers and 

couplings.

Oxford Rail’s wagons measure at a correct 

scale 10ft 6in wheelbase, and 18ft over 

headstocks. The underframe and end tank 

supports show bolt and rivet detail, the two 

linked by a very convincing representation 

of the steel tie-bars. Of equal finesse are the 

ropes and tensioners, separately fitted, to 

wrap around the tank.

The brake gear, though simple in 

application on this early design is depicted 

well, push rods correctly orientated. 

Turning the wagon over reveals underframe 

members and a better view of the 

continuous drawbar. A representation of 

the bottom discharge valve can be found 

centrally. Not all wagons were identical, 

the diagram varying between the needs 

of the user and its contents. Transported 

liquids varied from petroleum products to 

beverages products and acids, for instance.

It is very likely that the steel tank being 

used to transport Sulphuric Acid for Fisons 

would have been lined with an acid-proof 

material – glass, perhaps? Comparing the 

wagons to prototype photographs will reveal 

differences, not solely dating from their 

manufacture, but also as modifications 

were carried out throughout their lives. 

To the average enthusiast, it won’t matter, 

but modellers seeking greater authenticity 

– should they find suitable photographic 

reference material – might consider adding 

extra detail, such as discharge pipes from the 

bottom drain of the tank.

Throughout, injection-moulded detail is 

crisp, the many detailed separately-fitted 

parts contributing to its overall appearance. 

The liveries applied are one of the greatest 

strengths of this new range. Clean and sharp, 

the lines are very appealing and, perhaps 

with the exception of the black of the Colfix 

livery, all are sure to add a dash of instant 

colour to a rake of wagons on your layout. 

Complementing existing larger 14T tank 

wagons available from other manufacturers, 

and useful across all regions for modellers, 

I expect we’ll see further liveries applied, 

further extending options. Recommended.
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HELJAN AEC
RAILCAR

Words: Howard Smith Photography: Tony Wright

H
aving had the pleasure of reviewing 

Heljan's larger O gauge variant 

of the Great Western Railway’s 

series of railcars, I’m now presented with a 

review sample from its newly-released OO 

scale models of the prototypes. Regardless 

of scale, it’s an exciting time for GWR 

modellers. The origins of the prototypes on 

which this model is based can be read in the 

previous review.

Its O gauge version of the GWR’s ‘razor 

edge’ railcars was a very respectable model, 

which I praised highly for its accuracy. 

Following on from this and through 

diligent research, it should come as little 

surprise that its OO gauge model is equally 

impressive.

Kindly received for review from the 

manufacturer is a sample of No. 22, wearing 

GWR chocolate and cream livery with GWR 

roundels. Constructed in 1940, luckily, the 

prototype has survived to see preservation 

and today can be found at Didcot Railway 

Centre.

Upon removal from the box, the clamshell 

packaging was a very tight fit inside its 

sleeve. When carefully removed, out popped 

a piece of cab glazing! Strangely, I could 

find no trace of glue on this part – perhaps 

overlooked upon assembly?

This small initial niggle aside – the part 

is easily returned to its correct position by 

removing the four screws to the underside 

to remove the bodyshell – the model’s 

proportions and appearance look excellent, 

the front-end particularly. Matt black buffer 

heads are a welcome sight when viewed 

head-on, the shiny black plastic of some of 

the previous models being a point I’d raised.

A personal highlight is the mechanism of 

the model – it’s all-wheel drive, while being 

discreet, offering through-window views of 

the moulded plastic interior seating. From 

some angles, the two front-facing windows 

have a small prismatic line down the outer 

sides, but it’s a small price to pay for the 

flush glazing of the complex shape, which 

Heljan has carried out very well.

Handling the model to better inspect 

the mechanism requires a little care from 
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BASICS

Manufacturer: Heljan A/S

Catalogue Ref: (19400) GWR Chocolate 

and Cream Railcar No. 22, with monogram

RRP: £189 (each)

Gauge/scale: 16.5mm gauge / 1:76 scale 

/ OO

Chassis: Die-cast metal

Body: Injection-moulded plastic

Weight: 332g

Wheel Profile: RP25

Accessories: Tension-lock couplings, bogie-

mounted drive shafts
new, the undersides of the bogies having 

leached the generous quantity of lubricant 

applied to the gear assembly from the 

factory. I’d recommend wiping off excess 

with a paper towel as it’s easily spread to 

the bodyshell when handling, leaving a 

shiny greasy residue, while attracting dust 

to the underside of the model. Each of the 

bogies is driven via a cardan shaft from the 

centrally-located motor to the gears on each 

bogie. It’s a clever design that works well – 

performance is effortless and smooth, even 

down to second-radius curves

An impressive nine switches to the 

underside of the model control the lower 

cab lights, top lights, red lights, cab lights 

and interior light, leaving every possible 

combination achievable under DC control. 

DCC modellers have access to all of these 

functions via the 21-pin DCC decoder. 

Lighting is configured by the factory to work 

with an ESU LokPilot/LokSound V5 DCC 

decoder – other decoders might require 

functions to be re-assigned to work as 

intended.

Given that, for the most part, the majority 

of these models will operate solo on layouts, 

it’s a welcome sight that they are fitted with 

a very realistic rendition of the screw-

link coupling, the NEM couplings being 

provided as the accessory option, instead. 

It makes perfect sense! The screw of the 

coupling doesn’t screw, being moulded as a 

single piece of plastic, but its articulations 

do, making it functional as well as looking 

very realistic. Either side of this sit sprung 

buffers – a very nice touch – plus vacuum, 

steam heat and air pipes, all fitted from the 

factory.

Livery application is to a very high 

standard, not a trace of contamination 

underneath the paint to be found, with 

lining exemplary. The way the lining follows 

the angles to the front of the railcar – to 

which it owes its nickname – is flawless, 

and very impressive. The white of the roof 

importantly is opaque – one of the most 

difficult colours to get right – but Heljan has 

succeeded; not that it would remain white in 

service for long though! No. 22 carries the 

same livery, but with a grey roof today.

For GWR modellers, bar adding 

passengers, access to which is simple, there 

are no improvements that I can recommend 

for this model, testimony to its high-quality. 

It's an ideal starter locomotive for a new 

generation of GWR branch line termini 

layouts, and highly-recommended.



DIGITAL EDITION 

EXCLUSIVE
On test: Heljan GWR railcar
Heljan's 'razor edge' GWR railcar in chocolate and cream is tested around 
'Little Bytham', showcasing the light functions under DC control.
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LYNTON & BARNSTAPLE

RAILWAY LYN
Words: Andrew Charman & Phil Parker Photography: Phil Parker & Tony Wright

A 
long project to recreate the Lynton 

& Barnstaple Railway's long-lost 

Baldwin 2-4-2T Lyn finally came to 

fruition in 2017, when the new locomotive 

entered service on the Devon line. The 

efforts of the 762 Club – a group that 

spearheaded the new-build – was bound to 

spark the interest of model makers. Having 

already produced an L&B Manning Wardle, 

it was perhaps no surprise that Heljan chose 

the Baldwin as their next model.

The real-life locomotive was built for 

the Lynton & Barnstaple Railway in 1898 

– the line had quickly concluded it needed 

more motive power alongside its three 

2-6-2Ts ordered from Manning Wardle, but 

at the time industrial action at many UK 

builders had created a backlog of orders. US 

manufacturer, Baldwin could deliver a loco 

more quickly.

Lyn was shipped across the Atlantic in 

parts and erected at the L&B's Pilton Works 

by railway staff, first steaming in July 1898. 

Thereafter, it went straight into service on 

the line, making few headlines until after the 

takeover by the Southern Railway in 1923.

A major overhaul was carried out at 

the Southern's Eastleigh works near 

Southampton in 1928, the locomotive 

returning in Southern livery and with the 

designation E762. Lyn then continued 

working until the line's closure in 1935. At 

the subsequent auction, the only interest in 

the Baldwin came from scrap merchants, 

who rapidly cut it up in Pilton Works.

With the L&B revival progressing well, 

the 762 Club was formed in 2009 to build a 

new Lyn, externally similar to the original, 
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BASICS

Manufacturer: Heljan

Catalogue Refs:

9980: Works black unnumbered

9981: L&BR dark green (pre-1906)

9982: L&BR dark green (post 1906)

9983: Southern ex-L&B green

9984: Southern Maunsell green (pre-1932)

9985: Southern Maunsell green (post-1932)

RRP: £239.95

Era: 1906 – preservation

Company/operator: Lynton & Barnstaple 

Railway/Southern Railway

Weight: 89g

Chassis and Body: Die-cast chassis and 

running plate and plastic body.

Minimum curve radius: 305mm

Accessories: Cowcatchers

but with the benefit of modern engineering 

technology. The locomotive was completed 

in 2017 and has run on the Devon line ever 

since, looking particularly splendid at the 

head of a rake of four brilliantly-restored 

(with mostly new parts) L&B carriages.

Heljan is offering the model in six 

different versions, reflecting detail and livery 

changes in the locomotive's career:

• Plain works black (likely to be of particular 

interest to those wanting their model for 

fictitious layouts not following an L&B 

theme)

• Pre-1906 L&B green, when the locomotive 

name was stencilled on the cab-side

• Post-1906 L&B, with a different shade of 

green, changed lining and proper cab-side 

nameplates

• As between 1923 and 1928, when the 

locomotive was in Southern Railway 

ownership, still wearing its original livery 

but with the nameplates relocated to the cab 

sides

• As the locomotive returned from its 1928 

overhaul in Southern apple-green livery

• In its final years between 1932 and '35, 

with some detail changes

The review sample is in the 1907-1923 

condition, the last years of independent 

ownership.

Narrow Gauge World Editor, Andrew 

Charman, spent some time consulting every 

L&B history book in the NGW library, 

comparing the period imagery to the model, 

and concluded that this is a pretty faithful 

reproduction.

The only question was whether the tank 

lining should be continued on the tank 

fronts, which are plain green. All the photos 

we could find are inconclusive on this one, 

the black and white imagery of the time 

merging the different tones together and 

it's not obvious whether the prototype's 

tank fronts were plain in this period or with 

lining. We'll give Heljan the benefit of the 

doubt, as the livery application is excellent.

The careful attention to detail is clear 

to see when comparing different versions 

of the model. Our example does not have 

the plug on the side of the smokebox used 

for removing ash, because this plate was 

removed in 1907.

The relocation of the whistle from cab 

front to cab roof is faithfully reproduced, 

although both this and the dome-mounted 

safety valve are very fragile. However, the 

different safety valve designs and variety of 

smokebox doors are modelled correctly. 

The model comes with a six-pin socket 

for DCC control, fitted just behind the 

smokebox. Access requires the ponies to 

be released, then three screws removed, 

pipes and stays prised from the smokebox 

and then the plastic body eased away from 

the diecast chassis. Full instructions are 

provided, but it's a bit fiddly. If you plan to 

fit a crew, it makes sense to do this at the 

same time.

On the track, the model runs very 

smoothly, aided by pick-ups on all four 

driving wheels and the rear pony truck. 

From this good starting point, even a very 

short period of operation saw a noticeable 

improvement as the mechanism ran-in. The 

headlamp illuminates when the model is 

running forward.

Two issues arose – firstly, in negotiating 

Peco points of the tightest radius, the 

locomotive hesitated and needed a bit more 

power on the controller. In fairness, Heljan 

quotes that a minimum radius of 305mm is 

employed for Lyn, but adds that larger radii 

will suit it better, as would be expected of a 

large locomotive such as this. As the model 

ran-in, this performance improved, but it's 

worth bearing in mind if your line has very 

tight curves.

The second is the cowcatchers, provided 

separately in the packing. These etched 

items are easy to install, but rubbed on the 

coupling block, reducing the pony's swing. If 

this is a problem, they will need to be left off 

or modified. Without them, the locomotive 

coupled perfectly to the Bachmann and Peco 

rolling stock we tested.

Overall, this is a superb model with plenty 

of potential for use well beyond the North 

Devon line the prototype ran on.

Both ponies incorporate light springing using phosphor-bronze strips 
to ensure good track holding, but the rear also picks up electricity; 
you can just see the wires on either side of the pivot. 

With the body removed, you can see the diecast chassis block into 
which the DCC socket slots at the smokebox end. In this view, a 
blanking plate is fitted on the left-hand side. 
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Call: 0333 0502763 • Email: sales@cm3models.co.uk

www.cm3models.co.uk

LAYOUT BUILDING SUPPLIES
Foliage / Lichen and Scatters

Alan Gibson Coach & Wagon wheels and parts
Model Scene grass mats & flock

25 & 50mm Rubberised Horsehair
Teddy Bear Fur for grass and embankments

Plaster Bandage
LasisDCC Chips

Wire, Connectors, Switches for both DCC & Conventional wiring 
DCC wiring kits

Modelling Card compatible with Scalescenes Kits

MATERIALS PACK 

FOR SCALESCENES 

CANAL WHARF KIT 

NOW AVAILABLE

ATTENTION ALL KITBUILDERS 

AND MODELLERS 

I have acquired a lifetime collection of OO gauge 

unmade Loco, Coach and Wagon kits, many are no 

longer in production. There are etched brass, white 

metal and plastic kits from over 20 manufacturers 

and covering a wide range of Railway Companies. 

There is also a large quantity of kit building 

accessories including wheels and motors. 

Over 1300 kits are now on the website together 

with a good range of built kits. Hundreds of 

“Ready to run” items, mainly Hornby and 

Bachmann will be added shortly.

I also specialise in collectable and quality 

pre-owned model railways in a variety of gauges, 

including Triang OO and TT, Hornby, Hornby Dublo, 

:renn, Bachmann, Mainline, /ima and AirÀx.  

Phone: 01444 413723

Email: andrew@wmcollectables.co.uk

website: www.wmcollectables.co.uk  

W.M. COLLECTABLES



NEW BOOKS as reviewed by Tony Wright

LOCOMOTIVES OF THE ISLE OF WIGHT RAILWAYS, by T P Cooper, J C H Faulkner, R J Maycock and R A 
Silsbury, OPC/Crecy. Price: £25.00
This is an incredible book. The story of its being written and published is also incredible in a way. Anyone who 
has an interest in Southern locomotives will have the works, published by the RCTS, of Donald Bradley. I have, 
and I’ve referred to them in my model-making for many years. In 1982, the RCTS published a book about the 
Isle of Wight locos, written by Mr Bradley. In the section ‘The Story Behind the Book’ in this new book we’re 
told that (with regard to Bradley’s book) ‘The resulting publication was unfortunately a book too far for Mr 
Bradley.......’ Dick Riley stated ‘Don did all this wonderful research, but then invented the bits he didn’t know 
so blew the integrity of the whole book’. Nonetheless, the work contained a considerable amount of new and 
previously unknown information. Don Bradley died in 1986, which rather hampered attempts to have his work 
revised. However, eventually, by a series of different avenues, a ‘small group then made a start on preparing 
their own version’. Years later, this book is the result’. And, what a result! The 11 chapters give us an Historical 

Summary, a history of the Isle of Wight Railway, the Cowes & Newport, Ryde & Newport and Newport Junction 
Railways, the Isle of Wight Central Railway, the Freshwater, Yarmouth & Newport Railway, the Ryde Pier Tramway, an account of the lines 
during Southern Railway days, British Railways’ days, the story of British Rail, Network SouthEast and Island Line, the Isle of Wight Steam 
Railway and Industrial and Other Locomotives. There are also six appendices, references and an index. One cannot be more comprehensive 
in a work than this. Throughout, the whole work is well-written and lavishly-illustrated, with scores of photographs all reproduced to a very 
high standard; all printed on top-quality stock. Some of the earlier B&W images have been ‘colourised’ by John Faulkner (one of the authors) 
to a magnificent effect (surely no actual colour images exist of the metallic crimson livery applied to IWCR No. 8?).  Drawings and maps 
complement the other imagery. To anyone modelling the Wight railways at any time in their existence, this latest volume is an absolute must. 
A quite-splendid addition to any railway library, thoroughly-recommended and outstanding value for money. 

THE BOOK OF THE B17 4-6-0S 61600-61672, by Peter Coster, Irwell Press. Price: £29.95. 
This is the latest in this mammoth series of ‘Books of ’ locomotives produced by the Irwell team. It’s fully up to 
the high standards of the others and is likely to become the ‘standard’ work on these attractive LNER 4-6-0s. 
Throughout its 200 pages we’re given seven chapters describing personal memories, the background to the 
Great Eastern Railway, the design and delivery of the class, civil engineering considerations, history and work, 
personal reflections and a complete history of each individual class member. Appendices complete the work. I 
must express an interest in this book because I assisted in writing some of the captions and I’m quoted in a few. 
I wish I’d seen all the captions beforehand because I might have intercepted one or two bloopers, including 
those muddling up which is Norwich and Ipswich and north and south at Doncaster Station, but these are 
minor irritants in a most-laudable work. I’ve never come across a more-comprehensive study of this ‘slightly-
flawed’ class. I say ‘slightly-flawed’ because the severe restrictions imposed by the ex-GE roads meant a few 
too many compromises in the B17s’ design, particularly with regard to weight. Other than on the ex-GE 
main line, the LNER never used 4-6-0s for its principal passenger work, preferring Atlantics and Pacifics for 
the top jobs. It was only in BR days, with the arrival of the ‘Britannias’ that the main line to Norwich got what 

it really needed. Every individual loco gets two pages, with at least three pictures. Naturally, most show the class in BR 
days (obviously, in the case of the rebuilt B2s) but there are some splendid pre-War images to delight the eye. Build dates, allocations, works 
visits and withdrawal dates for each loco are a useful source for modellers intent on getting everything right. This excellent resource really 
should be on a library shelf of every railway enthusiast, whatever railway he/she is particularly interested in, and I thoroughly recommend it. 

LOCOMOTIVES OF THE ISLE OF WIGHT RAILWAYS, 
Silsbury, OPC/Crecy. Price: £25.00
This is an incredible book. The story of its being written and published is also incredible in a way. Anyone who 
has an interest in Southern locomotives will have the works, published by the RCTS, of Donald Bradley. I have, 
and I’ve referred to them in my model-making for many years. In 1982, the RCTS published a book about the 
Isle of Wight locos, written by Mr Bradley. In the section ‘The Story Behind the Book’ in this new book we’re 
told that (with regard to Bradley’s book) ‘The resulting publication was unfortunately a book too far for Mr 
Bradley.......’ Dick Riley stated ‘Don did all this wonderful research, but then invented the bits he didn’t know 
so blew the integrity of the whole book’. Nonetheless, the work contained a considerable amount of new and 

Summary, a history of the Isle of Wight Railway, the Cowes & Newport, Ryde & Newport and Newport Junction 

WESTERN TIMES BR (W) THE NEW HISTORY PERIODICAL FOR STUDENTS OF THE GWR AND 
BRW ISSUE NO. 1- SUMMER 2021, The Transport Treasury. Price: £12.50
Though I’d never claim to be a student of the GWR and its BR successor, I found this brand new 
softback to be of particular interest. In fact, I don’t think it should be just reserved for those who 
follow the way West – it’s really for all enthusiasts in my opinion. In its 80 pages, we’re treated 
to 18 ‘chapters’ of a very diverse nature. There is a pair of lovely old maps showing the GWR’s 
extent, shots of some wonderfully-antique 4-4-0s, two fantastic Aerofilm shots of Swindon Works, 
breakdown crane scenes, abandoned lines, ‘modern’ diesel traction, tales of incidents and accidents, 
even some pictures of GWR barrows, and a description of Reading Signal Works (at first glance I 
thought the vehicle illustrated at the bottom of page 69 was a weapon of war!), among many other 
most-interesting themes. All the work has been printed on the best-quality gloss stock and the 
photographic reproduction (much in colour) is first class. Historically, has the GWR been the most 
popular subject for modellers to try and replicate? Certainly, for any who make models of things 
Great Western, this volume will be an absolute must – as will subsequent issues. Could there be 
others describing the other main railways, I wonder? For personal reasons, I loved the final picture; 
that of a guard leaning from his compartment. The destination board above his head, attached to 
the carriage’s roof will read ‘Paddington, Birmingham, Shrewsbury, Chester & Birkenhead. Even 
though there’s only a tiny bit of it visible, I know, since I saw such boards most days as a trainspotter in fair ‘Deva’. 
What’s more to say? Highly-entertaining, very enjoyable and superb value for money! 

A quite-splendid addition to any railway library, thoroughly-recommended and outstanding value for money. 

breakdown crane scenes, abandoned lines, ‘modern’ diesel traction, tales of incidents and accidents, 

though there’s only a tiny bit of it visible, I know, since I saw such boards most days as a trainspotter in fair ‘Deva’. 

THE BOOK OF THE B17 4-6-0S 61600-61672,
This is the latest in this mammoth series of ‘Books of ’ locomotives produced by the Irwell team. It’s fully up to 
the high standards of the others and is likely to become the ‘standard’ work on these attractive LNER 4-6-0s. 
Throughout its 200 pages we’re given seven chapters describing personal memories, the background to the 
Great Eastern Railway, the design and delivery of the class, civil engineering considerations, history and work, 
personal reflections and a complete history of each individual class member. Appendices complete the work. I 
must express an interest in this book because I assisted in writing some of the captions and I’m quoted in a few. 
I wish I’d seen all the captions beforehand because I might have intercepted one or two bloopers, including 
those muddling up which is Norwich and Ipswich and north and south at Doncaster Station, but these are 
minor irritants in a most-laudable work. I’ve never come across a more-comprehensive study of this ‘slightly-

it really needed. Every individual loco gets two pages, with at least three pictures. Naturally, most show the class in BR 
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TEN COMMANDMENTS 20 STRUAN DRIVE, INVERKEITHING, FIFE, KY11 1AR

Telephone orders 01383-410032 Monday - Thursday 10am-7pm
Email: tencommandments@btinternet.com
Please add £3.50 Post and Packing per order.

Online at: www.tencommandmentsmodels.co.uk

TEN COMMANDMENTS
Accessories for the discerning OO, O and N gauge modeller.  

MODERN INDUSTRIAL RANGES OO & N GAUGES

OO L101 FORKLIFT TRUCK ( WHITEMETAL KIT ) ..............................£5.00

 L58 SKIP WITH RUBBISH (STONECAST) .....................................£3.50

 L87 MOD IND L/REL BUILDINGS  3-PACK ................................£10.00

 L113 ROLL CAGE ( BRASS & W/METAL KIT) ...............................£3.50

 L93 MODERN INDUSTRIAL SIGNAGE..........................................£2.75

 L241 CCTV CAMERAS X 2 WALL MOUNT ...................................£3.50

 L92 SECURITY FENCING (1M PACK) .........................................£12.00

 L247 WIND TURBINE ...............................................................£15.00

N N195 THREE PALLET TRUCKS (WHITEMETAL ) ...........................£4.50

 N102 L/REL BUILDINGS  3-PACK ( S/CAST) .............................£10.00

 N150 MOD OFFICE /ADMIN BLOCK (S/CAST) .............................£9.95

 N160 PALLETS TEN PACK (WHITEMETAL) ..................................£6.50

HAND PAINTED ANIMALS - OO & N GAUGES

New Range of beautiful hand painted animals from VAN PETEGEM 

SCENERY. See website for full range.

GVP13 Scottish Highland Cow OO ..................................................£14.95

GVP11 Sheepdog with 2 sheep OO .................................................£12.95

GVP6 Jersey cattle x 3 OO .............................................................£23.95

GVP8 Shire Horse ‘Samson’ OO ......................................................£16.95

GVP20 Squirrels x 3 OO .................................................................. £9.95

GVP15 Swans x 2 OO .....................................................................£13.95

GVP13 Foxes x 3 OO ......................................................................£12.95

GVPN6 Shire Horse Samson N........................................................£12.95

GVPN7 Scot Highland Cow x 2 N ....................................................£14.95

BRICK INDUSTRIAL RANGE – OO & N GAUGES

Stonecast plaster simple modular construction allows easy construction 

of low relief factory / mill / warehouse style buildings. Large choice of 

components OO     N

BRICK OFFICE SET 2 STOREY  £15.00 £10.00

BRICK OFFICE SET 4 STOREY  £30.00 £20.00

RAILWAY WORKSHOPS SET  £30.00 £20.00

BRICK STARTER SET w/SIGNAGE  £25.00 £16.00

ROLLING STOCK STORAGE BOXES – OO & N GAUGES

A range of plastic stock storage boxes with pre-cut foam inserts 

designed to accommodate locomotives, coaches and wagons. 

Available in various sizes. Complete with cover sheet and lid. 

See our website for individual specifi cations and sizes.

ROLLING STOCK DISPLAY CASES – OO & N & O GAUGES

Display cases for your favourite locomotives and rolling stock. Clear 

Acrylic cover and base. Keep your stock dust free while on display. 

OO GAUGE from £16 N GAUGE From £15 O GAUGE from £22

See us this year at
GETS Milton Keynes

2nd / 3rd October 2021

The Lancashire & Yorkshire Railway Society
Partners in excellence with the Na�onal Railway Museum

Each year our 900 plus members receive
3 LYR Focus 

48 pages full of photo’s 
& historical information 

4 Magazines

24 pages in full colour 
with topical 
information and 
modelling articles

Plus Access to

12000 Photo’s 
1100 Drawings 
Information service

Interna�onal members £45

Join online lyrs.org.uk

Ken Carter Membership Officer
11 Waveney Close

Arnold, No�ngham  NG5 6QH
membership@lyrs.org.uk



DIGITAL DIGITAL EDITION EDITION 
EXCLUSIVEEXCLUSIVE
On test: Heljan GWR railcar
Heljan's 'razor edge' GWR railcar in chocolate and cream is tested around 
'Little Bytham', showcasing the light functions under DC control.



OO

WATCH THE VIDEOS HERE
(You must have a wifi connection to stream video content)

PLAY
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GRAVESEND
MODEL CENTRE

ALL YOUR WARGAMING, 
MODELLING & RAILWAY 

NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF

SHOP OPEN: 

MONDAY - SATURDAY 

9am til 4.30pm
• Sunday 10am til 4pm

15 The High Street, Gravesend, DA11 0BQ

(Next to the Julius Caesar Restaurant)

E: gravesendmodelcentre@gmail.com

Tel: 01474 536531
Find us on Facebook
www.gravesendmodelcentre.co.uk
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C & L are the suppliers of well proven range of track 

components for 30 years in both 4 & 7 mm scales, With 

our easy build point kits and range of Àexi tracks. New 
products are added to the website as they become 

available so do keep a watch for website up dates.

Easy build point kits in both 4 & 7mm see website for full details of  the type of  kits that we can do.

Please call or visit our website for further details and prices 

Please note no payment through the website

OFFICE HOURS 10.00 - 15.00 Monday - Friday. 

Closed Saturday & Sunday

125 Reaver House, 12 East Street, Epson, Surrey KT17 1HX

Tel: 01372 748490 

www.clfinescale.co.uk

OO code 75 Bullhead Flexi 

track, base around 60 foot track 

panels. Different option available 

check website for details

New O Gauge flexi track this can be 

assembled as standard flexi or in prototypical 

45ft or 60ft track panels now assembled with 

all new in house N/S specification code 125 

bullhead rail

New 4mm 2 & 3 Bolt chair sprues containing 

10 X S1, 2 X S1J, 2 X L1 Railchairs and pair 

of  fish plates
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VISIT OUR SPACIOUS SHOP - 1200sq ft Sales Area • SHOP OPEN 10am–4pm CLOSED WEDNESDAYS

0114 244 9170

Phone, Fax or Post your order. marcway.co.uk • marcway.net has full Marcway Pointwork list

HORNBY & SCALEXTRIC MAIN AGENTS Peco - Farish - Gaugemaster - Bachmann etc. Sets, Train Packs, Locos 
& Rolling Stock, Track Controls & Acessories etc. Also modellers tools, airbrushes, paints, plastic, metal and wood 

section and sheet. Secondhand equipment bought and sold. Vast selection combined with helpful & friendly 
service - Free technical advice by phone or in store

598-600 ATTERCLIFFE RD, SHEFFIELD S9 3QS
SITUATED 2 MILES FROM M1 JUNC 34 (Meadowhall Exit) 200yds from Attercliffe Tram Stop

SCALE MODELS

RENOWN FOR QUALITY

Ranges available in gauges 1, O, SM32, OO, EM, HO 0-16.5. 
All are ready to run and spray fi nished. SAE or phone for leafl et

QUALITY

Est. 
57 Years

Marcway OO Gauge or EIM GAUGE POINTS

36” Radius Points Left or Right Hand ........................... £29.50

48” Radius Points Left or Right Hand ........................... £29.50

54” Radius Points Left or Right Hand ........................... £29.50

72” Radius Points Left or Right Hand ........................... £29.50

Catch points Left or Right Hand.................................... £19.99

48” Radius Double Junction curved through diamond L or R£255.00

48” Radius Double Junction straight through diamond L or R £255.00

Diamond Crossing 48” radius angle ............................. £69.50

Double Slip Point 48” radius angle ............................. £120.00

Single Slip Point 48” radius angle ................................ £99.00

36” or 72” Radius wye points ...................................... £29.50

36” or 54” Radius 3 way points (offset) ...................... £105.00

Tandem 3 way points Left or Right hand .................... £105.00

36/28” Radius curved points Left or Right .................... £59.50

54/36” Radius curved points Left or Right .................... £59.50

Double track cross overs facing RH or trailing LH ....... £110.00

Scissors cross over .................................................... £325.00

Introductory offer 4 x 36 or 48 radius points LH & RH . £108.00

Layout planner full size photo stats of 00 or EM ranges .. £6.25

Injection moulded fl ex track to match OO (offer) box 10 yds £39.50

Injection moulded fl exible track to match EM box of 10 yards £39.50

Special metal fi sh plates (pack of 24)............................. £3.99

Marcway GAUGE 1 POINTS

10’ radius points Left or Right hand ............................. £99.00

15’ radius points Left or Right hand ............................. £99.00

Diamond crossing angle to suit either of above (specify) £150.00

Double slip point angle 10’ or 15’ (specify)................. £250.00

Single slip point angle 10’ or 15’ (specify) .................. £190.00

3 way points angle 10’ or 15’ (specify) ....................... £250.00

Tandem 3 way points Left or Right hand .................... £255.00

Y points 10’ or 15’ (specify) ....................................... £135.00

15’ / 10’ radius curved points Left or Right ................ £150.00

Double track crossover facing (RH) or trailing (LH) ...... £425.00

Scissors cross over .................................................... £750.00

Marcway O Gauge POINTWORK 

48” Radius Points Left or Right Hand ........................... £55.00

60” Radius Points Left or Right Hand ........................... £55.00

72” Radius Points Left or Right Hand ........................... £52.50

90” Radius Points Left or Right Hand ........................... £57.00

108” Radius Points Left or Right Hand ......................... £57.00

Diamond Crossing 72” Radius angle ............................ £79.00

Diamond Crossing 108” Radius angle .......................... £79.00

Diamond Crossing with one road curved for 72”angle .. £79.00

72” Radius double junc with curve fl owing through diamond £275.00

72” Radius double junction with straight diamond...... £275.00

72” Radius scissors crossover ................................... £350.00

72” Radius double track crossover facing (RH) or trailing (LH)  .£135.00

NEW 48” Radius scissors crossover  .......................... £350.00

NEW 48” Radius double track crossover facing or trailing . £135.00

Double slip point 72” radius angle ............................. £145.00

Single slip point 72” radius angle ............................... £125.00

Double slip point 108” radius angle ........................... £150.00

Single slip point 108” radius angle ............................. £130.00

72” / 48” radius curved points Left or Right Hand ........ £79.00

90” / 60” radius curve points Left or Right Hand .......... £82.00

108” /72” radius curve points Left or Right Hand ......... £85.00

72” radius Y point ........................................................ £55.00

Catch points Left or Right Hand.................................... £29.95

72” radius 3 way point (equal) ................................... £130.00

108” radius 3 way point (equal) ................................. £130.00

72” radius off set 3 way point .................................... £130.00

72” / 48” radius tandem 3 way points left or right ...... £135.00

108” / 72” radius tandem 3 way points left or right .... £135.00 

9” 6” 5” curved tandem 3 way point left or right hand £150.00

Flexible track 10yd box injection moulded plastic 

base high detailed ....................................................... £60.00

Introductory offer: 4 x points 48” or 72” radius  ......... £200.00

Bullhead Rail joiners packet of 24 .................................. £3.99

Point lever with built in spring device ............................. £4.75

S
  M
     P

Custom Pointwork

We construct custom pointwork & junctions in any gauge to 
your required specifi cations. All gauges 0, 1, G including Dual 

Gauge & American O & Narrow Gauges. 
PHONE MARC 01709 542951 

(not always manned)
 TECHNICAL & CUSTOM POINTWORK 

UNRIVALLED EXPERTISE IN TRACK AND POINTWORK

PCB, SLEEPERING, 

RAILS, TEMPLATES, 

GAUGES, KITS ETC

Orders by phone with credit or 
debit card. No cheques or postal 

orders / phone Marc

POSTAGE EXTRA
NEW OBSOLETE HORNBY

As well as the current range 
of Hornby, we carry 100’s of 

new obsolete locos  no longer 
available, also rolling stock etc

www.marcway.net

Marcway SCALE FLEXIBLE TRACKS

Injection moulded plastic based. Finely detailed and proportioned to capture bullhead 

trackwork of the British Steam Era

O Gauge O Track 125BH Rail Nickle Silver, Box of 10 yards ................................... £60.00

J Scaleway OO Track 75BH Nickle Silver Rail, Box of 10 yards (Special Offer) .... £39.50

O, OO,
EM & P4 gauges

01709 542951

Please see our web site for more details 

on how to join and what we off er

www.merg.org.uk

MODEL ELECTRONIC RAILWAY GROUP

Who are we and what do we off er?

The group was set up in 1967 by some like minded 

electronic enthusiasts who had an interest in seeing how they could use 

their expertise to control Model Railways.

The membership has grown over the years and we now have members 

from across the world.

MERG offers each member access to expert advice, a Forum to ask questions, 

local Area Group meetings both face to face and online, four Journals a year, 

access to a wide range of self build kits and the opportunity to learn how to 

build and understand how electronics can enhance your Railway Models.

There is a one off  joining fee for administration of  £5.00 then the yearly 

membership is: UK £16.00, EU £18.00, Rest of  the World £20.00

The photograph shows a couple 

of  completed kits that would 

enable you to have a fully 

specifi ed Digital Command 

Control (DCC) system.

They represent just a small part 

of  our large range of  kits. 

Command station, Hand held 

CAB kit and power supply is 

£80.84 to members. 
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Talk to Peter’s Spares Over 2500 

Different Hornby Spares in Stock. 

BRAND NEW WEBSITE with back 

in stock alerts and wishlist.

Over 11,500 
different 
items in 

stock

MODELS TRAINS & ACCESSORIES

WE SELL ALL MAKES, MODELS & ACCESSORIES

T: 01327 439736 • M: 07961 757094
E: jonathan@therailwayconductor.co.uk

www.therailwayconductor.co.uk
Unit 2, �e Old Dairy Cra� Centre, Upper Stowe, 
Nr Weedon off A5, Northamptonshire NN7 4SH

Shop is open for click & collect between 

Mon-Sat 11am-5pm & Sun 11am-4pm

Please call 07961 757094 

to arrange or order online at 

www.therailwayconductor.co.uk

WE STOCK 00, N, 0, 00-9 & G GAUGE.  

TOP PRICES PAID FOR USED ITEMS, 
PLEASE CALL TO ARRANGE A VALUATION

We do repairs, Servicing & DCC Fitting.

We also build layouts to your specifications.
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Family Run Business

Buying Pre-owned Collections & 
Un-wanted Models

NOW STOCKING A WIDE SELECTION OF PRE-OWNED 
MODEL & NEW RAILWAY COLLECTIONS ONLINE & INSTORE

Send us a list or bring items in store & we will give you a FREE valuation!

9 High Street Mews • 28 High Street

Leighton Buzzard, Beds LU7 1EA

Mon closed (seen by appointment)

 Tues-Sat 10am-3pm • Sun closed

01525 854788

www.agrmodelrailwaystore.co.uk

sales@agrmodelrailwaystore.co.uk

Visit our eBay shop & like us on Facebook

ADM TURNTABLES
INDEXING DRIVE SYSTEM MANUFACTURERS

www.admturntables.co.uk

The ultimate Indexing Turntable for 

OO and N Gauge; plus Bespoke Drive 

Systems for other gauges.

• Weathered and detailed versions available

• Unique Belt Driven Solution

• Quiet Running System

• Bridge Live Through 360º

• 64 Programmable Positions 

• Suitable for DCC or Analogue

• DCC controllable including ITRAIN

• Simple to use Controller

• Easy to Programme

• Full Two Line Digital Display

• Fully Assembled & Tested

• Easy to Install and Operate

SEE WEBSITE FOR MORE DETAILS

ADM Turntables Tel: 01933 411127 Mobile 07770 977867

Email: alastair@admturntables.co.uk Website: www.admturntables.co.uk
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Retailers of Bachmann, Hornby, Peco, 

& many other main manufacturers including 

Scalextric, Airfix, Woodland scenics.

New & pre-owned stock

Open Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Saturday 10am to 4pm

11 Grenville st, Bideford, Devon, EX39 2EA

01237 238872

shadylane@live.co.uk

www.shadylanemodels.co.uk
8
(
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THE MODEL CORNER

15 Ingram Road, Gillingham, 
Kent ME7 1SB

 

Tel: 07305 228002
Email: themodelcornershop@gmail.com

 

Send £3.80 

post free for our 60 page 

OO catalogue detailing all 

our other kits. 

TOWNSTREET,

6 KIRKHILL, BLENCARN, PENRITH, 

CUMBRIA, CA10 1TZ

See our new extended website!

www.townstreetuk.co.uk
MON TO FRI 2-8PM 01768 88456

MAIL ORDER ONLY

NEW - 6 Road Engine Shed £99.50

Stand Alone Engine Shed Office £39.00

As Above But Without 1 Wall For Side 

Office £25.00

OO

From the Stonecast 

range that brings 

realism to your layout

Please ask your model shop for genuine
Plastruct fineline Styrene structural shapes.

www.plastruct.co.uk

Essential for all scratch

model makers.

Range contains over 70 shapes
including; Angles, I-Beams,
Channels, Columns, Deep Channels,
Tees and Z Sections, Round,

Rectangular and Square Tubing,
Plastic Strips and Sheeting,

Scale Ladders, Stairs and
Railings, Open Web Trusses.

MAD ABOUT TRAINS OF 

GAINSBOROUGH (K&M MODELS) 
 

For all your Model Railway needs from design 

to finished layout, scratch built buildings, trees 

dioramas etc. We carry a vast selection of 

scenic materials. We carry a comprehensive 

range of all aspects of Railway Modeling from 

track pins to finished layouts. DCC Specialist, repairs, 

weathering etc undertaken in our own workshop. 

Hornby, Bachmann, Peco Gaugemaster, Dapol and 

Knightwing stockists.  Large range of scenic materials 

We are always looking for second hand collections. 

Just give us a call or come and visit our shop. 

  

Tel: 01427 811040 

Mobile 07858612716 

106 Trinity Street, Gainsborough DN21 1HS 

e-mail: sales@madabouttrains.co.uk 

www.madabouttrains.co.uk 

 



125www.world-of-railways.co.uk ❘ October 2021 ❘ BRM

Realistic faded street advertising in miniature
GHOST-S IGNS.COMGHOST-S IGNS.COM

NOT ONLINE? CALL 07970 977 628 FOR AN ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST

Add a little extra character and individuality to your 
layout’s towns and villages with our authentic replica 
faded ‘ghost sign’ adverts. Ideal for card, plastic or resin 
buildings, in a choice of paper or water-slide transfer. 

� OO and N Gauge

� Free UK delivery

� Personalised options

Realistic faded street advertising in miniature

NOT ONLINE? CALL 07970 977 628 FOR AN ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST

01606 889610 • 07743 426393
www.3cp-tools.co.uk • info@3cp-tools.co.uk

Unique, precise, easy to use, great way 

to plot and form realistic track routes

WE STOCK ALL MAJOR BRITISH OUTLINE ROLLING STOCK AND SCENICS AS WELL AS OXFORD DIECAST. WE ALSO 

OFFER A CHIP FITTING SERVICE RTO READY AND HOME DCC READY LOCOS AND SERVICE MOST MAKES OF LOCOS.  

JUST CLICK ON OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION. WE ALSO HAVE OVER 3000 ITEMS FOR SALE ONLINE.

6 STATION ROAD, STANLEY, CO.DURHAM, DH8 0JL 

SHOP OPEN MONTUESFRISAT OPEN 09301700 • THURS 11001700 • CLOSED WEDNESDAY AND SUNDAY

TEL: 01207 232545 • www.durhamtrainsofstanley.co.uk • email: durhamtrainsofstanley@gmail.com

Mercian Models
Visit our website

www.modelrailways.tv
High quality locomotives and rolling stock 4, 7 and 10mm scales (00, 0, 1 and NG)

1A MARKET WAY, HAGLEY, STOURBRIDGE, WEST MIDLANDS DY9 9LT

Telephone: 01562 884800
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CLASSIFIED SECTION

ITEMS MAIL

ORDER LTD
MAYFIELD, MARSH LANE, 

SAUNDBY, RETFORD, 

NOTTS, DN22 9ES

Tel/Fax: 01427 848880
BA SCREWS IN BRASS, 

STEEL AND STAINLESS. 

SOCKET SCREWS IN STEEL 

AND STAINLESS. DRILLS, 

RIVETS, TAPS, DIES, 

END MILLS, SLOT DRILLS ETC

EMAIL: lostignition8@gmail.com or

PHONE: 01427 848880 FOR FREE PRICE LIST

www.itemsmailorderascrews.com

Layouts designed and built 
from N to Garden railways 

based in Devon. All loco 
Servicing & Repairs and 

DCC decoder installation 
for N & OO

Contact Tom Hussey 
Tel: 07811 903231

platform3models@hotmail.co.uk
Web search: platform 3 models

We will not 
be attending 

any shows for 
the forseeable 

future

P & D MARSH MODELS 

PAINTED OO GAUGE

PDZ31 Lawnmower/barrow/man .....£7.85
PDZ33 Man fi shing from rowboat ....£9.50
PDZ37 Belishas/bus stop/post box ....£8.70
PDZ39 Coalmen and scales ................£8.70
PDZ50 Loaded platform trolley/porter £8.70

PAINTED N GAUGE

PDX44 Trackside signs ........................£8.00
PDX64 Boat with outboard motor ....£6.30
PDX66 Coalmen and scales ................£8.85
PDX351 GWR Home signal ...............£8.75
PDX354L GWR LH junction signal .£16.75

AVAILABLE FROM ALL GOOD 
MODEL SHOPS. DISTRIBUTED BY 

EXPO TOOLS & DRILLS

WWW.PDMARSHMODELS.COM 

07730 202270

High Lane
Model Railways

Stockport Indoor Market, 

Market Place, Stockport SK1 1ES

Email: info@highlanemodelrailways.co.uk

Tel: 07955 362105

Stockists of

DAPOL • GAUGEMASTER • HELJAN 

JAVIS • BACHMANN • GRAHAM FARISH

New and Pre-owned Model Railways 

in gauges OO/HO • N • O

Also stock

Diecast cars • Buses • Track 

Scenic Accessories, paints & adhesives

Open 9.00am - 4.30pm
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday

RHUDDLANM
O

D
E
L
S

• Model Railways

• Games Workshop

•  Die Cast Models
Corgi - Dinky - Matchbox

•  Plastic Kits
Airfi x - Revel - Etc

NEW AND USED ITEMS 

BOUGHT AND SOLD

HIGH ST, RHUDDLAN.

01745 590048
www.rhuddlanmodels.co.uk

NEW
Shop for model 

railway enthusiasts
OPEN 10am - 4pm 

CLOSED Wednesday

Free Parking
Wide range of stock from all 

yo ur favourite suppliers,
PLUS repairs, weathering 

and advice.

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

New	
  

	
  

28 Marston Road, Stafford, ST16 3BS

Tel: 01785 247883

Call us or see our website for details

TOY & TRAIN 

COLLECTORS FAIRS

HAYDOCK PARK

SUNDAY 19th SEPT 

10.30am - 2.00pm

Haydock Park Racecourse, 

Exhibition Hall, 

Newton-Le-Willows, 

Lancashire WA12 0HQ

Admission Adults £3.00

For further details please call Tony Oakes 

on 01270 652773 or 07825 631323

Mike Pett’s Supercast OO & 
O Gauge Model Railway Figures

Cheques payable to: Mike Pett, 
12 Chatham Street, Ramsgate, 

Kent, CT11 7PP
Tel: 01843 593417 / 07976 724225
mikepettsupercast@gmail.com

New OO Figures

NEW

Painted fi gures £5.50
Unpainted fi gures £2.50 (P&P £3.75)

Bride, Groom and Priest; 
Charles Dickens plus Robert Stephenson

BRANCHL INES

P.O. BOX 4293, WESTBURY, BA13 9AA

Tel/Fax: 01373 822231 sales@branchlines.com

RAILWAY BOOKS

NICK TOZER

RAILWAY BOOKS 
BOUGHT & SOLD

Free Railway 

Booksearch Service

155 Church Street, Paddock, 
Huddersfield, HD1 4UJ

Shop now open:  
Tue/Wed 11:00-17:00 

+ Thu 14:00-20:00
Tel: 01484 518159 (answer machine) 

www.railwaybook.com 
email: nick@railwaybook.com 
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NEXT ISSUE 
OF BRM
ON SALE 
7TH OCT

00 & N Scale • Peco - Hornby • Bachmann • Metcalfe • Wills • Ratio • Dapol

BASS/WORTHINGTON VENT VAN.................... £13.50 (plus £3.00 p&p for either one or two)
6-WHEEL MILK TANK NESTLÉ 'OO' GAUGE....... £17.50 (plus £3.00 p&p for either one or two) 
BASS/WORTHINGTON GRAIN HOPPER...........£13.75 (plus £3.00 p&p for either one or two)

UNIT 5, TUTBURY MILL MEWS, TUTBURY, Nr. BURTON-UPON-TRENT DE13 9LS

COLLECTABLES MODELS01283 814777

TUTBURY MODELS

Stockists of many brands inc Bachmann, Hornby, Graham 
Farish, Dapol, Gaugemaster and Peco. 
Secondhand bought and sold. 
Selection of kits, glues, tools, paints and accessories.
Wards Yard, 133 Springfield Park Road 
(at the junction with Hill Road) Chelmsford CM2 6EE
TEL: 01245 494455. EMAIL: heatherwilkinson@btconnect.com
www.johndutfieldmodelrailways.co.uk

OPENING HOURS:
9.00am-5.30pm 

Mon, Tues, Thurs, 
Fri and Saturday 
Closed Wed, Sun 
& Bank Holidays

All major credit/debit 
cards accepted.

Gift 

Vouchers

available
Stockists of many brands inc Bachmann, Hornby, Farish, 

Gaugemaster, Accurascale, Cavalex and Peco.

Secondhand bought and sold.

Selection of kits, glues, tools, paints and accessories.

www.tridenttrains.co.uk
HORNBY - BACHMANN - DCC CONCEPTS - TRAIN-TECH - FARISH - DAPOL 

PECO - LENZ - GAUGEMASTER - METCALFE - RATIO + MUCH MORE

01270 842400

No10, The Craft Arcade

Dagfi elds Craft Centre, 
Crewe Road, Walgherton, 

Nantwich, Cheshire. CW5 7LG 

STOKE-ON-TRENT

54 Hamil Road, Burslem, 

Stoke-on-Trent ST6 1AU
New special commission 7-plank wagon 

in OO and O gauge: ‘Sneyd, Burslem’

• Hornby • Bachmann 

• Peco • Dapol • Gaugemaster 

• Woodland Scenics

• Plus much more!

OPEN: Tue, Weds, Fri 10-4;    
 Thurs 10-5.30 Sat 10-2

T: 01782 818433/07973 478294 
E: thehobbygoblin-uk@hotmail.com

www.thehobbygoblin.co.uk

TRAINS SLOWING DOWN ON 

GRADIENTS & CURVES?

Try a TRAX analogue N/OO 

controller with feedback...

www.traxcontrols.com/shop
or S.A.E. details TRAX CONTROLS, 

112 Sprowston Road, Norwich, 

Norfolk, NR3 4QH

No more jackrabbit starts! 

Our FC-1 walkabout controller

is ideal for running older, 

heavier locos (Dublo, Tri-ang) 

and new models 

alike. 14-18V ac 

in, 0-12V dc out 

at 1.5A 

£33.95 + £4.90 p/p

Tri-ang, Hornby, Wrenn, 
Bachmann, Minic etc...

buy, sell & repair hard to 

fi nd items and collectables

Find me on 

www.tri-angman.co.uk

or contact:

Tel 07966 333605
laurence@tri-angman.co.uk

specialist in model railways

Millennium Models

67 Queen Street, Morley, Leeds LS27 8EB 

Tel: 0113 2189286 www.milllenniummodels.co.uk

Hornby, Bachmann, Peco and more. 

New and Secondhand stock 

Jarvis, Dapol, Metcalfe, Corgi, Oxford

REDCAR MODELS & HOBBIES

Most leading brands of ‘OO’ gauge model railways & accessories. 

Also Diecast, Plastic Kits, Woodland Scenics, K+S Metal Centre etc.

130 High Street, Redcar, Cleveland, TS10 3DH  Tel: 01642 494912 
(open Tuesday to Saturday) 

Email: andrewnpaton@ntlworld.com
HORNBY 
SERVICE 
DEALER

382a Jedburgh Court, Team Valley Trading Estate, Gateshead, Tyne & Wear. NE11 OBQ
Mon - Sat 10am-4pm, Sun CLOSED, Bank Holidays CLOSED 

Tele: 0191 4910202/4106386  

Mobile: 07976 519178 www.pooleyspuffers.com e-mail: pooleyspuffers@btopenworld.com

Partnership: David & Anne PooleMODEL RAILWAY SUPPLIES 

NEW & USED MODEL 

RAILWAYS

Diecast Models
Kits & Accessories

For further details please send a SAE to: 

SCC Ltd. PO Box 381, Abingdon SO, OX13 6YB Tel: 01865 730455 

Or visit our website at: www.scc4dcc.co.uk Email: info@scc4dcc.co.uk

WD MODELS
“for all your modelling needs”

Your local supplier with all you need and more

25 Chatsworth Road, Chesterfi eld S40 2AH
01246 208244 • info@wdmodels.co.uk
www.wdmodels.co.uk

TOY & TRAIN FAIR - Theydon Bois

Thursday 23rd September 

Theydon Bois Village Hall, Coppice Row 
(B172), Theydon Bois, Nr Epping, Essex  

CM16 7ER.  Close to M25 J26 and M11 J5.  
7pm-9pm.  Admission £1.  

Contact Joe Lock 07866 641215.

www.emardee.org.uk  
tel 01372 817 504

The new website is about to go live.  Thanks for your patience.
We have new products for you -

metal tube fencing as seen on turntables

Model Railway Developments
We have a new website - new address as below. 

Most items are in stock, plus a number of new ones
www.emardee.org.uk
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Model Railway 

Detailing Specialists

Suppliers of Detailing Kits & 
Accessories in N, OO & O Gauge

www.northwesternmodels.co.uk 

0161 494 2738
info@northwesternmodels.co.uk

Model Railway Scenics Online

New family run business! We have a small manufacturing 

local facility, producing foliage, scatter, clump and tree 

foliage and static materials. Visit our online store!

www.modelrailwayscenicsonline.co.uk

Relocated to new premises in Matlock where we will be continuing our online business

FAMILY RUN BUSINESS SELLING NEW & SECONDHAND RAILWAY TITLES

To view our stock please call or email in advance

www.billhudsontransportbooks.co.uk • Call: 07921 833469

Open: Tuesday to Saturday 

10AM - 5PM (4PM on Saturdays) 

Tel: 01788 543442 

Email: tonystrains@outlook.com 

Web: www.tonystrainsofrugby.com 

Studio, The Locks, Hillmorton, 

Rugby, CV21 4PP 

WE BUY YOUR MODEL TRAINS 

GOOD PRICES PAID, PLEASE CALL 

TO ARRANGE A VALUATION
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3DK .................................................................................... 126
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Plus: 
• Upgrade your old rolling stock
• Build a narrow-gauge engine shed 
• Create a harbour scene
• How to model overgrowth
• New products reviewed

ON-SAL
E

FROM

OCTOBER 7

MORE LAYOUTS
Davidson Parkway 

Catsfi eld

Explore an imaginary Somerset and Dorset Joint Railway 
branch line terminus with characterful features

MELCOMBE 
MAGNA 

MELCOMBE MELCOMBE MELCOMBE MELCOMBE 



Buff erStop
Stop dreaming, 
start building

Follow us on 
Instagram

@brmmagazine

Subcribe to our 
YouTube channel

Search for ‘British 
Railway Modelling

Follow us on 
Facebook

Search for ‘British 
Railway Modelling’

Follow us on 
Twitter

@BRMmagazine

Join the 
discussion on

RMweb.co.uk
Follow us

This month in pictures...

� e passing of a couple 

of our prominent RMweb 

members has made us 

think recently about those 

projects destined to be 

built “one day”.

A quick chat among 

the BRM team revealed 

all sorts of interesting 

dreams, from individual 

items of rolling stock 

right up to complete 

layouts built in our heads 

that haven’t graduated 

from our minds into 

reality.

It’s scary to think how many kits and models have been bought for these dreams, 

but sit unused in cupboards. For a start, what about all those RTR diesels that are in 

the process of being superseded by newer, and more detailed models? � ey can’t ALL 

be sold second-hand.

How about those skills you want to acquire, but don’t quite get around to trying 

out? A recent forum posting described how someone was going to “start his 

weathering journey” a� er slowly buying a vast stash of special powder, paint and 

equipment. Better to start earlier with simpler materials and pick up some skills 

along the way; it’s those that make the diff erence, not “magic” paint.

A collective backside kicking session has made us realise that we all have a limited 

time le�  (Howard, being the baby on the team, is a bit smugger than Andy and Phil), 

so instead of dreaming, we need to be building!

Richard from Rapido and Alex from the GWSR 
try to prove that you don’t need a locomotive 
for shunting when you have plenty of 
manpower.

Do you remember the classic Saxa wagon 
from Hornby Dublo? A version is now available 
in kit form for garden railway fans. Phil didn’t 
salt his away for the future, he built it.

The Talyllyn Railway has been presented 
with the Rev Awdry’s original typewriter for 
its museum. Phil was allowed to touch, but 
sternly told to not press any keys.

Andy’s burning question answer came with 
a photo of his trip in a Chipmunk. We didn’t 
make any “ejector seat” jokes – honest!

Name something on your Bucket list?

Andy: Another full-blown aerobatic fl ight, preferably in an historic aircra� .

Debbie: Getting a book published is top of my list. 

Howard: Racing! National B licence required…

Phil: Putting my VW Beetle back on the road. 

Ruth: I’d love to see the Northern Lights.






