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TOWER BRASS LOCOMOTIVES
R.T.R in unpainted brass/factory painted

GWR/BR Railcar 19-33 .......................£550.00
GWR/BR Parcels Railcar No.34 ...........£550.00
GWR 1361 Early black chassis ...........£525.00
GWR/BR 1361 Late black chassis ...........£525.00
LY/LMS/BR Pug black.........................£450.00
LNER/BR J39 0-6-0 black ..................£815.00
GWR/BR 8750 Pannier black chassis . £525.00 

FULLY FINISHED R-T-R LOCOS
L&Y/LMS/BR Pug 0-4-0T ...........from £525.00
GWR/BR 1361 0-6-0ST ..............from £695.00
GWR/BR 8750 Pannier tank .......from £695.00
GWR/BR Razor Edge railcar ................£835.00
GWR/BR Parcels railcar ......................£810.00
LNER/BR J39 0-6-0 ...........................£950.00
LMS/BR Original Patriot....................£1650.00
LMS/BR Royal Scot ..........................£1650.00

Over 100 R-T-R locos available off the shelf

GLADIATOR LOCO KITS
GTR1 LNER/BR Director .............................£320.00

GTR3 LNER/BR J11 0-6-0 .........................£330.00
GTR18 LMS/BR de-streamlined Duchess £425.00
GTR20 LMS/BR Princess ..................... £425.00
GTR21 LMS/BR Rebuilt Royal Scot ...... £365.00
GTR24 LMS/BR Original Patriot .......... £365.00
GTR25 LMS/BR Rebuilt Patriot ........... £355.00
GTR28 LMS/BR 2P 4-4-0 ................... £300.00
GTR36 LBSC/SR/BR H2 Atlantic.......... £380.00
GTR50 LNER/BR Beyer Garratt 2-8-8-2 .. £635.00

GTR55 LMS/BR 2-8-0 Stanier 8F ..............£365.00
GTR61 LBSC/SR/BR H1 Atlantic.......... £380.00
GTR62 SR/BR Urie King Arthur ........... £425.00
FT5 LNER/BR D17/1 D17/2 4-4-0 ...... £310.00
FT6 LNER/BR B16/1 4-6-0 ................. £365.00
FT9 NER/LNER/BR G6/BTP 0-4-4T ..... £220.00

JAVELIN LOCOMOTIVE KITS
JLK6 G.W.R Dean Goods 0-6-0 ..........£315.00

MERCIAN LOCO KITS
SG5 LNER/BR J94 Austerity 0-6-0ST ..£180.00
GW2 GWR/BR 14xx Autotank ....................£175.00

TOWER COLLECTION (D.J.H) BEGINNERS KITS
Includes wheels, gears and motor 

TC1 Class 02 0-4-0 Diesel Shunter ........ £250.00
TC3 Andrew Barclay 0-4-0 Steam Shunter £250.00

TOWER COLLECTION LOCO KITS
Require wheels, gears and motor

TC2 LMS streamlined Coronation ............£595.00
TC4 LMS/BR non streamlined Duchess ...£595.00
TC5 LMS/BR de-streamlined Duchess ....£595.00
TC6 LMS/BR Sir William Stainer ..............£595.00
TC7 LMS/BR Black Five 4-6-0 .................£595.00
TC14 LMS/BR Stainer 8F 2-8-0 ...............£595.00

D.J.H LOCO KITS
K300 B.R Standard 84xx 2-6-2T ........ £380.00
K301 B.R Standard 2MT 2-6-0 .......... £435.00
K302 LMS/B.R Ivatt 2-6-2T ................ £380.00
K303 LMS/BR Fairburn 2-6-4 T ........... £395.00
K310A LNER/BR A3 with Corridor tender .£625.00
K317B BR Britannia with BR1/1A tender .£625.00
K324B B.R 9F 2-10-0 BR1B/BR1C ......£625.00
K326 B.R Class 03 complete kit ......... £435.00
K336 LNER/B.R Peppercorn A2 .......... £595.00
K338 LNER/B.R G5 0-4-0T ................. £435.00
K340 B.R Class 14 complete kit ......... £435.00
K344 NEW LNER/BR Hunt Class 4-4-0 £499.00
K345 NEW LNER/BR Thompson A2/1 .. £625.00

PECO LINESIDE KITS
LK704 Wooden lineside hut kit .............£21.15
LK705 Brick lineside hut ......................£21.15
LK709 Ground Level Signal Box ...........£30.45
LK710 Signal Box Interior Kit................£22.50
LK715 Brick Base Signal Box ...............£42.00
LK735 GWR Yard Crane ........................£22.80
LK741 GWR spear fencing ...................£11.65
LK742 GWR spear fencing ramps .........£11.65
LK743 Field fencing and gates .............£10.55
LK747 Telegraph Poles (6)......................£9.85
LK748 Ladders (4) .................................£7.95
LK749 Loading Gauges (2) ...................£13.20
LK750 Single track level crossing gates ...£21.45
LK758 Platelayers tools ..............................£6.85
LK759 Platform lamps (4) ...........................£9.25
LK760 Telephone boxes (2) .........................£9.25
LK761 GWR Station seats (4)  .....................£8.80
LK762 MR/NER station seats (4) .................£8.80
LK763 SR/BR Station seats ........................£8.80
LK764 Bicycles (8) ......................................£8.80
LK765 Police Call Box ...............................£10.55
LK790 GWR home or distant signal ......£19.75

SLATERS BR WAGONS AND VANS KITS
7062 B.R 12ton Vanwide ......................£38.00
7063 B.R Standard Van ........................£38.00
7064 B.R 12ton Standard/Flat Van .......£38.00
7065 B.R Meat Van ..............................£38.00
7066 B.R. Insulated Van .......................£38.00
7067 B.R 13 ton conflat ‘A’ ..................£34.00
7069 B.R Lowfit Wagon .......................£34.00
7070 B.R 12 ton Palvan .......................£38.00
7071 B.R 13 ton High Goods Wagon.....£34.00
7033 LNER/BR 20T Brake Van .............£49.00
7053 LNER/BR 20T Brake Van .............£53.00
7CO20 SECR/SR/BR 4 wheel PLV/GUV ..£79.00
7CO21P SR/BR Bogie Van ..................£126.00
7CO22 SR/BR 4 wheel BY ....................£80.00

PECO WAGON KITS
W601 GWR Toad brake can ..................£42.75
W602 GWR Permanent Way brake .......£42.75
W603 GWR 6 wheel brake ...................£44.50
W604 GWR 4 plank open .....................£36.00
W605 GWR Steel Open ........................£36.00
W606 GWR 10 ton Van .........................£44.00
W607 BR 16 ton Mineral wagon ...........£44.50
W608 BR 27 ton Iron Ore wagon ..........£44.00
W609 BR 20 ton Pig Iron wagon ..........£44.00

PECO ‘0’ GAUGE TRACKWORK
SLE786BH Curved R/H Point ................£58.00

SLE787BH Curved L/H Point.................£58.00

SL700BH 12 yards flexitrack ................£85.75

SLE791BH Right Hand Point .................£46.25

SLE792BH Left Hand Point ...................£46.25

SLE797BH Y Point ................................£46.25

SLE790BH Double Slip .........................£97.50

SLE794BH Long Crossing ....................£52.50

SL10 24 metal railjoiners .......................£3.00

SL11 12 insulated railjoiners ..................£2.85

SL740BH Buffer stop .............................£3.00

TP1 Long Track pins (15mm) .................£3.25

ST700 Box (6) 393mm straight ............£48.00

ST725 Half circle 1028mm radius curves ..£51.25

STU750BH R/H Setrack Point ...............£44.25

STU751BH L/H Setrack Point ...............£44.25

PL33 Microswitch ..................................£5.95

PL19 Microswitch Housing (2) ................£4.85

PL80 Power Feed ...................................£7.50

H.M.R.S. TRANSFERS
H1 L.M.S. gold loco and coach .............£20.00

H2 L.M.S. yellow loco and coach ..........£20.00

H2A L.M.S. black style/Crewe loco .......£20.00

H3 L.M.S. loco lining ............................£20.00

H3A L.M.S. coach lining .......................£20.00

H4 L.N.E.R. green loco and coach ........£20.00

H4A L.N.E.R. black loco and Gill Sands .£20.00

H5 L.N.E.R. loco lining..........................£20.00

H6 L.M.S. goods wagon lettering .........£18.50

H7 G.W.R. loco and coach lettering.......£20.00

H8 G.W.R. loco and coach lining ...........£20.00

H9 S.R. Maunsell loco and coach lettering .£20.00

H10 S.R. Bulleid loco and coach lettering .£20.00

H11 G.W.R. goods wagon lettering .......£18.50

H12 L.N.E.R. goods wagon lettering .....£18.50

H13 S.R. goods wagon lettering ...........£18.50

H14 BR steam loco and coach lettering ....£20.00

H15 BR blue diesel and coach lettering ....£18.50

H16 LNWR/WCJS loco coach & wgn ....£21.00

H17 LTSR/MR/SD/LY/MCR gds lettering ...£20.00

H18 N.E.R. loco and coach lettering .....£21.00

H20 CB/NB/GSWR/HR/GNSR wgn lettering £20.00

H22 B.R. mixed traffic/L.N.W.R. loco lining £20.00

H24 MR/SDJR/LTSR/MGN loco & coach ...£21.00

H25 B.R. pre-TOPS wagon numbers etc. ..£18.50

H26 B.R. pre-TOPS wgn instructions etc. £18.50

H31 Pullman crests, names and numbers . £21.00

H32 Pullman lining ...............................£18.50

H40 G.N.R. coach lettering ...................£21.00

PARKSIDE WAGON KITS
PS14 BR Grampus Ballast wagon .........£34.50

PS15 BR 21 Ton Mineral wagon ...........£34.50

PS16 LNER Loco Coal wagon ............... £34.50

PS17 BR 12 ton Pipe wagon ................ £34.50

PS23 GWR/BR 13 ton open wagon ....... £34.50

PS24 GWR/BR 12 ton unfitted van........ £34.50

PS25 BR 24.5 ton mineral wagon ........ £34.50

PS26 GWR/BR 12 ton fitted van ........... £34.50

PS27 GWR/BR 12 ton open with tarp bar £34.50

PS28 GWR/BR 12 ton plywood van ...... £34.50

PS29 GWR/BR Fruit van ....................... £34.50

PS30 BR 16 ton mineral wagon ........... £34.50

PS31 BR 16 ton slope sided mineral .... £34.50

PS32 BR 16 ton mineral (ex SNCF) ....... £34.50

PS33 BR 8 Plank wooden mineral ........ £34.50

PS42 LMS/BR 12 ton open wagon ....... £34.50

PS45 LNER/BR 12 ton goods van ......... £34.50

PS46 LNER/BR 12 ton fruit van ............ £34.50

PS49 GWR/BR Mica van ....................... £34.50

PS100 SR/BR Banana van .................... £34.50

PS101 SR/BR Meat van........................ £34.50

PS104 BR 21 ton coal hopper .............. £34.50

PS106 SR/BR Cattle truck .................... £34.50

PS112 GWR/BR Gunpowder van .......... £34.50

PS114 LMS/BR Banana van ................. £34.50

PS115 LNER/BR Brake Van .................. £41.00

BACHMANN SCENECRAFT BUILDINGS
47040 Diesel Refuelling Point ..............£39.95

47047 Hampton Hill Platelayers Hut .....£19.95

47203 Low Relief Corner Shop ............£19.95

47009 Single Engine Shed ..Special offer £60.00

47036 Sectional Lineside Hut ...................£20.50

DISCOUNT ‘O’ GAUGE

POSTAGE CHARGES
Orders up to £35.00 plus £2.50 p&p.

Orders £35.01 to £150.00 plus £6.00 p&p.

ORDERS OVER £150.00 POST FREE

Overseas orders postage charged at cost.

TOWER MODELS, 44 Cookson St., Blackpool FY1 3ED

Email: sales@tower-models.com

TEL: 01253 623797 or 623799

TELEPHONE CREDIT CARD ORDERS WELCOME. WORLDWIDE MAIL ORDER
Visit our well stocked shop, 200 yards from Talbot Rd. Bus Station (Blackpool North 

Railway Station 400 yards). Open Mon to Sat 9.30 to 5.00

Visit our website: www.tower-models.com

NEW HELJAN CLASS 47
2 Versions, 1960/70s & 1980/90s

Eleven liveries planned

AVAILABLE LATE 2020
Reserve yours now

HELJAN AC RAILBUS CLEARANCE
Light green with speed whiskers

Dark green with yellow panel

List Price £495.00 
SPECIAL OFFER £299.95

All prices include VAT @ 20%. 
We reserve the right to alter prices without notice.

NEW HELJAN CLASS 17 
Four liveries planned Price TBC

AVAILABLE 2020

DAPOL CLASS 121 & 122
Choice of 5 liveries 

List Price £299.00 OUR PRICE £254.15
DCC Sound List Price £499.00 OUR PRICE £424.15

Available Soon. Reserve yours now

HELJAN DIESEL DEPOT
Two Road Shed RRP £89.00 OUR PRICE £75.00
Extension Pack RRP £39.00 OUR PRICE £35.25
Spare Ends (3) RRP £19.00 OUR PRICE £16.00

See website for details and sizes

NEW HELJAN CLASS 50
7 liveries AVAILABLE LATE 2019

RRP £699.00 OUR PRICE £594.15
NOW AVAILABLEÍ

NEW HELJAN CLASS 52
Four versions remaining

RRP £599.00 OUR PRICE £509.15
NOW IN STOCK

HELJAN CLASS 42 WARSHIP
8 Liveries Available

RRP £699.00 our price £550.00

NEW HELJAN WAGONS
Heljan Catfish RRP £99.95

OUR PRICE £79.95 or 
£75.00 for 6 or more

NEW DAPOL 14/48/58xx
0-4-2T G.W.R or B.R

Available in various G.W.R & B.R liveries, 

autofitted or not, numbered or un-num-

bered, basic, DCC or DCC sound fitted.
BASIC RRP £225.00 OUR PRICE £191.25

Sound fitted RRP £400.00 OUR PRICE £345.00 

Available 2019 Reserve yours now

HELJAN CLASS 25/1 
Green full yellow ends

RRP £599.00 OUR PRICE £475.00

NEW HELJAN 61XX PRAIRIE TANK
HJ6100 6110 Great Western

HJ6101 6106 G.W.R

HJ6102 6114 B.R. unlined black

HJ6103 6111 B.R. unlined green

HJ6104 6132 B.R. lined green

HJ6120 un-numbered Great Western

HJ6121 un-numbered B.R. unlined black

HJ6122 un-numbered B.R. unlined green

HJ6123 un-numbered B.R. lined green

HJ6124 5184 Great Western

HJ6125 4144 B.R. unlined black

HJ6126 5158 B.R. lined green

RRP £699.00 OUR PRICE £594.15
NOW AVAILABLE

See our website for full details

NEW DAPOL B.R MARK 1 COACHES
Available as CK, SO, SK and BSK in 

crimson & cream, S.R green, blue & 

grey, chocolate & cream and maroon, 

numbered or un-numbered

Basic RRP £199.00 OUR PRICE £169.15
DCC fitted RRP £234.00 OUR PRICE £198.90

Available soon. Reserve yours now

HELJAN BR PARCELS STOCK 
G.U.V available B.R, Parcels red, 

Express Parcels blue or S.R green

BG available BR maroon, crimson 

& cream, chocolate & cream, 

Newspapers blue or Royal Mail red 

RRP £325.00 OUR PRICE £169.15

STOCKS NOW RUNNING LOW

HELJAN CLASS 128 PARCELS RAILCAR
6 Versions 

See website for details

RRP £599.00 OUR PRICE £475.00

Available NOW 

LIONHEART SUBURBAN COACHES
Fully finished superb quality with interior 

details and lights.

2 car ‘B’ set G.W.R or B.R 6 types 
RRP £470.50 OUR PRICE £399.99
4 car D set G.W.R or B.R 4 types
RRP £823.50 OUR PRICE £699.99

NEW DAPOL SENTINEL Y1/Y3
LNER, LMS, GWR, B.R or N.C.B

Basic RRP £175.00 OUR PRICE £148.75
DCC fitted RRP £205.00 OUR PRICE £174.25 
Sound fitted RRP 350.00 OUR PRICE £297.50

Available summer 2019 Reserve yours now

NEW DAPOL 57XX/8750 PANNIERS
57xx in BR Livery

8750 in GWR & BR Liveries 

with riveted tank option

Basic Version RRP £235.00 OUR PRICE £199.75
DCC Fitted RRP£265.00 OUR PRICE £225.25

AVAILABLE 2020

NEW DAPOL 10 FOOT W.B WAGONS
B.R Open Wagons (various)

RRP £46.35 OUR PRICE £39.50
B.R VEA, VBA, MEAT, INSULATED AND 

STANDARD VANS (12 TYPES)
RRP £49.95 OUR PRICE £42.50

NEW DAPOL
B.R Standard 20T Brakevan 

3 grey liveries available

RRP £79.95 OUR PRICE £67.95
CUSTOM WEATHERED £92.25

NEW HELJAN CLASS 25/3
5 liveries available

RRP £525.00 OUR PRICE £446.25

NOW AVAILABLE

NEW HELJAN CLASS 117
2 Car and 3 Car D.M.U

Available in a range of liveries from 

Cats Whiskers to N.S.E

Available 2020 
Reserve yours now

NEW HELJAN CLASS 37/4
5 liveries available

RRP £599.00 
OUR PRICE £509.15

NOW AVAILABLE

NEW HELJAN 43XX MOGUL
6 standard versions in G.W.R and B.R

all un-numbered and

2 limited editions numbered

List Price £779.00 OUR PRICE £662.15
NOW AVAILABLE

HELJAN CLASS 45
2 liveries available

RRP £699.00 OUR PRICE £550.00
LAST FEW

NEW HELJAN CLASS 03
5 liveries available

Both numbered and un-numbered
List Price £399.00 OUR PRICE £335.75
Available Jan 2020 Reserve yours now

NEW HELJAN CLASS 05
HJ2590 B.R. Plain Green

HJ2591 B.R. Green with chevrons early

HJ2592 B.R. Green with chevrons late

HJ2593 B.R. Blue with chevrons

HJ2594 CEGB Yellow

HJ2595 NCB Green

HJ2596 Industrial Maroon

RRP £395.00 OUR PRICE £315.00
AVAILABLE NOW

HELJAN READY TO RUN WAGONS
Class B tankers 4 types

VAA vans 4 types

OAA open wagons 5 types

RRP £84.95 OUR PRICE £70.00
Mix and match any six for £65.00 each

OUR WEBSITE CONTAINS 4,000 
IMAGES AND IS UPDATED 
SEVERAL TIMES A WEEK

DAPOL (EX LIONHEART) 45XX PRAIRIE
Superb quality fully finished with diecast 

body and excellent detail. Choice of six 

liveries, numbered and un-numbered.

RRP £495.00 OUR PRICE £420.75
Sound fitted RRP £650.00 OUR PRICE £552.50
Available Spring 2020 Reserve yours now

DAPOL HEA & HAA COALWAGONS
4 Types of each

RRP £54.95 OUR PRICE £46.95
HAA’S Available Now - HEA’S 2019

DAPOL (EX LIONHEART) PANNIERS
64XX and 74XX G.W.R or B.R

List Price £399.00 OUR PRICE £340.00
Sound Fitted RRP £550.00 OUR PRICE £467.50

TOWER MODELS LIMITED 
EDITION DAPOL WAGON SETS

Set of 6 Esso or Shell BP Tankers

RRP £324.48 OUR PRICE £275.00
Set Of Six Planked & Plywood Vans

RRP £299.70 OUR PRICE £255.00

NOW AVAILABLE

NEW HELJAN CLASS 31/0
Limited Re-run Six liveries planned

RRP £549.00 OUR PRICE £466.65 
Available May 2020

HELJAN CLASS 35 HYMEK
Limited Re-run Four liveries planned

RRP £495.00 OUR PRICE £420.75 
Available Spring 2020

HELJAN CLASS 55
Limited Re-run Four liveries planned

RRP £599.00 OUR PRICE £509.15 

NOW AVAILABLE

NEW DAPOL MOTORISED SIGNALS

GWR & LMS Home 4 versions
List Price £55.95 

OUR PRICE £47.55



BRM DIGITAL

IN THIS EPISODE...

BRITISH RAILWAY MODELLING

BRMTV

EXTRABRITISH RAILWAY MODELLING
BRMTV

Enjoy a tour of one of the largest N gauge railways to tour the exhibition circuit - ‘James 

Street’. Plus, great tips for building our new ‘layout in a box’, also featured in this issue.



WATCH THE VIDEO HERE
(You must have a wii connection to stream video content)
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MONTH’S DVD
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LAYOUTS
24  JAMES STREET (N)

Steve Wright, creator of this mammoth 

operational-focused layout, explains how 

two decades of dedication has resulted in an 

exhibition favourite. 

46   WHITHORN (EM)
This finescale layout re-imagines a sleepy 

terminus on an ex-joint line in Galloway, which 

harbours great appeal for local freight and 

passenger services.

62  DEPOT LANE (OO)
Matt Hines describes how a group of five friends 

joined forces to build this micro-layout on a 

kitchen table. 

84  CASTLE WHARF KENDAL (009)
An etched-brass kit build from a cottage 

industry spurred Ian Kirkwood into his first 

narrow gauge layout adventure.

PRACTICAL BRM
36     ‘LAYOUT IN A BOX’

Phil Parker builds an entertaining, minimum-

space model from BRM’s ‘Layout in a Box’ 

project, plus how to acquire your own version. 

56   AIRBRUSHING ESSENTIALS 
Michael Russell troubleshoots common 
misconceptions with the setup and use of this 
modelling tool, for more realistic effects on 
your models.

58   AIRBRUSH MAINTENANCE GUIDE
Tired of your airbrush not performing as it 
should? A service and clean of its fragile 
internal components might be required, as 
Michael Russell demonstrates. 

70   HOW TO MODEL FOR LESS
Look after the pennies and the pounds will 
take care of themselves. Howard Smith 
explores 10 steps to keep our hobby more 
wallet-friendly. 

78   MAKE A CLASS 20/3 
Jack Taylor shares a cost-effective method 
for converting Bachmann’s Class 20 into the 
distinctive sub-class.  

PRODUCTS & FEATURES
72  WARLEY SHOW COVERAGE

Howard Smith brings us the highlights of the 
UK’s largest gathering of model railways, 
model manufacturers and trade stands. 

February 2020
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90      BRM MEETS...SIMON GEORGE

Andy York meets Simon George and his 

monumental Heaton Lodge Junction project for 

an update.

104  REVIEW: HATTONS A3

We take a look at the highly-anticipated new 

ready-to-run O gauge ‘Pacific’ from Hattons.

106  REVIEW: HELJAN CLASS 50

With its near-30 years’ service life on BR, the 

English Electric Class 50s have always proved 

popular, Tony Wright gives us his thoughts. 

108  REVIEW: NEW DAPOL SIGNALS

These new landmark signals from Dapol cause 

Howard Smith to become all nostalgic.

110   REVIEW: RAPIDO BUS

Andy York believes this latest model represents a 

step change in standards of a product that is of 

use to many railway modellers. 

114   NEW BOOKS

A selection of literature for your perusal, as 

reviewed by Tony Wright. 
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THE HEREFORD
MODEL CENTRE

Email: sales@herefordmodelcentre.co.uk

www.herefordmodels.com

4 COMMERCIAL ROAD, HEREFORD, 

HEREFORDSHIRE, HR1 2BB

           SALES LINE

      01432 352809

SHOP OPEN 9.00am - 5.30pm

Monday to Saturday

☎ 

HORNBY

R3004 BR Serlby Hall weathered ......£116.45

R3004X BR Serlby Hall weathered ......£133.45

R3371 Mallard Railroad Version ..........£74.00

R3233   D16/3 LNER ...........................£100.95

R3235   D16/3 British Railways ...........£100.95

R3276 LMS Compound .......................£66.45

R3229 British Monarch .....................£119.25

R2744 Schools Blundells BR ...............£84.95

R2917 2800 Class BR ......................£103.99

R3017  BR Patriot ..............................£108.50

R2844 Schools ‘St. Lawrence’ BR/E ....£84.95

R3194 Schools ‘Epsom’ BR/E ...........£111.95

R2784X Mallard Green..........................£85.00

R3074 King GWR (Stamp Collection) .£112.99

R3318   B17  Gilwell  BR Early ............£121.95

R3380   J15  LNER ................................£96.90

R3381    J15  BR Early ...........................£96.90

R3329    BR Late  S15 ..........................£123.99

R3327    SR  S15 ..................................£123.99

R3242A K1 BR Early ...........................£116.95

R3243B K1 BR Late ............................£116.95

R3413 S15 Late ...............................£119.45

R3465 LNER Class N2 ........................£82.95

R3424 LNER Q6 ................................£125.45

R3425 BR Early Q6 ...........................£125.45

R3411 S.R. S15 ................................£125.95

R3421 BR/E 700 Class .......................£99.45

R3311 BR Schools Westminster ........£119.45 

R3426 BR Late Q6 ............................£125.45

R3333 BR Early Adams Radial ..........£107.95

R3334 BR Late  Adams Radial ..........£107.95

R3416 J15 BR Late ............................£99.45

R3418 K1 BR Early ...........................£114.45

R3422 Adams SR .............................£109.45

R3423 Adams BR .............................£109.45

R3499 Hall Class BR Late ...................£72.45

R3414 LNER J15 ................................£99.45

R3405 J50 LNER ................................£78.50

R3407 J50 BR Early ...........................£78.50 

R3445 BR W.C. Camelford ................£147.45

R3453 BR Black 5 .............................£134.00

R3432 B12 BR Late ..........................£127.95

R3586 Railroad Schools......................£75.99 

R3525 BoB Archibald Sinclair ...........£131.99

All offers valid to 

29th February 20
POSTAGE & PACKING RATES PER ORDER:

UK Standard .................................. £3.95

UK Insured ..................................... £7.10

UK Courier Transport & Packing ... £9.00

Worldwide at cost. VAT free to non EC

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

WITHOUT NOTICE

** Please allow 7 days for clearance 

when paying by cheque **

PLEASE QUOTE SPECIAL PRICES 

WHEN YOU VISIT US.

Credit Cards Welcome... 

Visa, Mastercard & Switch 

R3385TTS BR Black 5 ............................£169.45

R3566 BR Merchant Navy.................£154.95

R3452  BR Grange .............................£119.25 

R3588  LNER B17 ................................£76.50

R3630  LNER A4 Woodcock ...............£135.99

R3612  80th Anniversary Mallard .......£183.99

R3615  Peckett W4 ..............................£89.99 

R3681 LMS Coronation .....................£184.00

R3682 BR Blue Coronation ...............£184.00 

R3634 Sir Frances Drake ..................£152.95

R3767 BR Terrier ................................£80.75

R3781 K&ESR Terrier ..........................£80.75

R3677 LMS Duchess of Hamilton .....£171.00

R3639 LMS King George VI ...............£171.00

R3603TTS BR Lord Nelson TTS Sound ....£175.00

R3621 LNER J36 ..............................£125.75

R3622 BR J36 ..................................£125.75

R3638 BR Bideford ...........................£166.50

R3627 BR Blue Flying Scotsman ......£161.75

HORNBY
DIESEL/ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVES

R3485 Class 08 Laira Blue ...............£109.45 

R3573 Class 66 GBRF ........................£79.45

R3577 Sentinel graham ......................£58.00

R3685 GWR HST ..............................£261.00 

R3580 Class 87 BR Blue ...................£139.40

R3659 Class 67 Colas ......................£144.00

R3669 GWR Railcar ............................£45.99

R3777 Class 66 EWS ..........................£66.95

R3778 Class 66 DB Schenker .............£66.95

R3785 Class 66 GBRF Interhub...........£66.95

R3786 Class 66 Freightliner ...............£66.95

R3787 Class 66 Colas ........................£66.95

R3661 BR Green Class 31 ................£153.00

HORNBY TRACK

R083 Buffer Stop ................................£1.65

R207 Track Fixing Pins .......................£2.50

R600 Straight .....................................£1.15

R601 Double Straight .........................£1.85

R605 Double Curve 1st Rad. ...............£2.05

R606 Curve 2nd Rad. .........................£1.40

R607 Double Curve 2nd Rad. ..............£1.95

R608 Curve 3rd Rad. ..........................£1.65

R609 Double Curve 3rd Rad. ..............£2.25

R610 Short Straight ............................£1.10

R614 LH Diamond Crossing ................£9.25

R615 RH Diamond Crossing ................£9.25

R617 Uncoupling Ramp ......................£2.60

R618 Double Isolating Rail ..................£6.85

R620 Railer Uncoupler ........................£4.35

R628 Half Curve 3rd Rad. ...................£1.80

R643 Half Curve 2nd Rad. ..................£1.20 

R8072 LH Point ....................................£7.95

R8073 RH Point ....................................£7.95

R8074 LH Curved Point ......................£12.60

R8075 RH Curved Point ......................£12.60

R8076 Y Point .......................................£8.95

R8077 LH Express Point .....................£12.60

R8078 RH Express Point .....................£12.60 

R8261 4th radius curve ........................£1.85

R8206 Power Track ..............................£5.95

BACHMANN
STEAM LOCOMOTIVES

31-088   BR Black Earl ........................£118.95

31-980  Standard 3MT BR ..................£110.45

31-783 Fountains Hall .......................£114.70

35-075 E4 LBSC ..................................£93.45

35-076 E4 Southern ............................£93.45

35-077 E4 BR Early .............................£93.45

35-078 E4 BR Late ..............................£93.45

31-001 Robinson BR Late Crest ...........£94.99

31-002 Robinson BR Early Crest ..........£94.99

31-003 Robinson LNER ........................£94.99

31-127 CL3000 BR ROD ....................£118.45

31-128 BR ROD Weathered................£105.45

31-136DC D11/2 ....................................£115.90

32-235   BR 3F Jinty..............................£80.70

31-628DC Class 3F BR weathered ...........£93.20

31-931 LMS Compound .....................£112.90

31-933  BR Compound Late Crest ......£112.88

31-932DC BR Compound .......................£127.75

31-465  C Class BR ..............................£93.46

32-154A N Class BR Black Wthd ............£99.10

32-233 3F SDJR Blue ..........................£62.00

32-880 Fairburn LMS .........................£106.20

31-461A C Class  SR Black ..................£106.20

31-462A C Class  BR Early...................£106.20

31-433 Midland Class 1F LMS .............£81.55

31-434 Midland Class 1F BR ...............£81.55

31-003A Robinson LNER ......................£110.45

31-004A Robinson BR Early .................£118.95

31-435 1F BR Early .............................£81.55

31-480 G2A LMS ...............................£101.95

31-481 G2A BR Early .........................£114.70

31-119 BR Class 4MT Black ..............£135.95

32-279A LNER Class K3 Black .............£118.95 

31-614 BR Late V3 ............................£110.45

32-575A LMS  4MT .............................£114.70

32-353 4MT BR Green .......................£110.45

32-359A 4MT BR Early ........................£110.45

32-176 BR Crab .................................£123.20

35-051 LMS Coal Tank ......................£101.95

35-052 BR Early Coal Tank ................£101.95

31-014 Class 7F SDJR Black .............£125.75

31-015 Class 7F LMS Black ..............£125.75

31-691 Stanier Mogul ........................£135.95 

32-178A LMS Crab ..............................£123.45 

32-236  Class 3F BRITISH RAILWAYS  ...£93.40

32-078  GWR 56xx  ..............................£97.70

32-083A  Class 56xx BR weathered  .....£101.95 

31-761 GNR C1 Atlantic .....................£169.95

31-762 LNER C1 Atlantic ...................£161.45

BACHMANN
DIESEL/ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVES

31-266 MLV Green with yellow panel...£62.45

31-269  MLV Jaffa ................................£83.26

31-575 Windhoff MPV NWR ...............£104.00

31-576DC  Windhoff MPV  NWR ..............£114.00

31-679   Class 85 Electric Blue .............£118.95

32-937 Class 150 Centro ...................£127.45

32-928 Class 150 Sprinter .................£135.95

32-067  Class 43 Royal Oak ................£118.95

32-034A  Class 20 BR Green weathered.....£97.70

32-981 Freightliner Class 66 .............£127.45

32-992 Wickhams Trolley Yellow ..........£67.95

32-993 Wickham Trolley Yellow ...........£67.95

31-040 SWT Class 450 ......................£271.95

31-041 SWT Class 450 wthd .............£297.45

31-663  BR Class 47 Rft .....................£135.95

32-789   Class 37 Colas  .....................£135.95

32-122 BR Class 08 RFD ...................£106.20 

32-994 Wickhams Trolley Green ..........£76.45

LARGE QUANTITY 
OF QUALITY 

SECOND HAND 
ALWAYS IN STOCK

Please contact us 
for details

NEW WEBSITE NOW LIVE



DIGITAL COMMAND CONTROL (DCC) is one of the

fastest growing areas of the model railway hobby.

As the first new company to set up as a DCC specialist in the UK.

DIGITRAINS now has over 12 years experience to share. 

Working in all the popular scales, we are here to guide you 

through choosing the best equipment. 

We stock a wide range of products as well as offering 

free advice, a decoder installation service and the best 

DCC 'test drive' facility around.

Don’t leave that major purchase to chance!

Why not visit our shop? Our comprehensive 

library of loco sounds can be demonstrated.

We stock 1,000s of products from 

more than 30 leading manufacturers. 

And don't worry if you're not digital. 

We're also a traditional model shop, 

holding all the major ready-to-run lines

Come see us

on our Digital Open 

Day on Wednesday 

8th January 

2020





Show season is well underway now and 
November played host to the biggest staple 
in the railway modellers’ diary; Warley. This 
year promised much and, in all aspects, over-
delivered. There was plenty of new products 
to see, including decorated samples of the 
Oxford Rail J27 and Hattons Class 66, an 
engineering prototype of Bachmann’s V2, 
plus an announcement from Accurascale on a 
new four bogie, eight-axle KUA nuclear flask 
wagon – you can read our full round-up on 
pages 72-75.

Layouts were also in plentiful supply, 
with a great mix of scales, sizes, and some 
wonderfully-wacky additions, too. Following 
on from Warley was our Peterborough show, 
the Festival of British Railway Modelling. A 
great weekend was had by all and on show 
were over 30 layouts, many of which you can 
look forward to seeing in the pages of BRM in 
the months to come. And if you’re still hungry 
for more, The Festival of British Railway 
Modelling at Doncaster returns in February 
and promises to be another great event with 

a spread of layouts and trade stands for 
ticketholders to visit.

Shows also enable us to talk to our readers 
and learn ways we can improve and evolve the 
magazine. A lot of our readers are very good 
at spotting errors too, in particular, the latest 
January issue. On page 57, pictures of the 
recently-reviewed Bachmann crane managed 
to replace steps 3, 4 and 5 on Michael Russell’s 
pre-grouping practical. Computer gremlins 
could be blamed, but it was an error that 
should have been spotted during our subbing 
process. We wholeheartedly hold our hands 
up and apologise. If you would like to see 
the pictures intended for the pages, head to 
RMweb.co.uk where a topic has been set up. 

In this jam-packed February issue of BRM 
we have one of the finest (and largest) N gauge 
layouts currently on the exhibition circuit, 
James Street, featured on pages 24-35 and 
pictured below. It’s an incredibly diverse urban 
layout featuring a dockyard, three goods 
yards, over 125 buildings, 80 locomotives, 100 
coaches and 500 wagons! 

Also in this issue is the scenic Whithorn; a 
finescale layout of a sleepy terminus in South 
West Scotland, the versatile multi-era Depot 
Lane set in the West Midlands, and Castle 
Wharf Kendal, Ian Kirkwood’s first venture 
into the world of narrow gauge.

If you’re considering getting into 
airbrushing, our practical advice should help 
give you a steer on pages 56-61, or if you need 
to cut your modelling budget, our handy top 
tips can be found on pages 70-71. We’ve also 
been inundated with new products in the 
office and this issue features reviews of the 
Hattons A3, Heljan Class 50, Rapido Bus and 
the latest Dapol signals. 

And if that wasn’t enough, we’ve also 
launched our ‘Layout in a Box’ project. A 
complete package including track and all the 
scenic materials to get a basic layout built, all 
designed to fit inside a box. To see Phil build 
his version and get all the details you need to 
buy your own, head to page 36.

BRM Team

Welcome to February

James Street is the 20-year project that can run 

over 300 items of rolling stock! 
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1  The EM gauge trackwork is scratch-built by 
soldering Code 75 bullhead rail to copper-
clad sleepers. While not as detailed as track 
made from individual components, the result is 
robust, reliable and not too difficult to build. 

2  Fences are from the Ratio range including this 
distinctive angled version used on Midland 
Railway station platforms. Details like this allow 
the viewer to identify the location before a train 
appears in sight. 

3  When Broom was built, signals had to be 
scratch-built from parts now provided by 
Wizard Models. We have more options now, 
including RTR models from Dapol, and plastic 
kits from Ratio, but it’s important to check 
the design as this varied between railway 
companies. 

4  Known as ‘Flatirons’ because of their 
distinctive shape, these models of the ex-
Midland 2000 Class are built from whitemetal 
kits produced by South Eastern Finecast. 
The 0-6-4T locomotives demand large radius 
curves thanks to their long wheelbase, so 
wouldn’t be ideal for many layouts. Never a 
popular class in reality, all were withdrawn and 
scrapped by 1939. 

5  Clerestory coaches can be assembled from 
Ratio plastic kits. Although quite long in the 
tooth, with care, they make up into respectable 
models, especially if you add etched handrails 
and grab handles. If you prefer a metal kit, 
Wizard Models has a selection from the ex-
Comet coach range. 

6  Most of the buildings on ‘Broom Junction’ 
are scratch-built, but the coal yard is the Wills 
(SS15) coal office and staithes plastic kit. The 
cart beside is a Slater’s plastic kit. 

7  Grounded coach bodies were a very common 
sight on steam-era lines. You could use an old 
model with its underframe removed, or the 
Ratio kit seen here. One benefit of the kit is 
that a selection of detail items are included in 
the pack to give the area a bit of clutter. The 
bicycle poking out from the end is an essential 
addition for a time when hardly anyone owned 
a car. 

8  Crossing the lines with a barrow or trolley 
would be impossible without this walkway to 
the end of the platform. Scratch-building by 
scribing some Plastikard is the easiest way to 
model this common feature. Be careful to allow 
for the wheel flanges on the panels between 
the rails.

Get the 
Look
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BROOM JUNCTION

2

1

6

7

Appearing at the Festival of British Railway Modelling in Doncaster this 
February, this small station was an interchange for passengers 

between two country railways.  

8
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❘ SCALE/GAUGE: 4mm:1ft 

scale, 18.2mm gauge EM

❘ SIZE: 11ft by 2ft 

❘ ERA/REGION: Early-

1930s, LMS, Warwickshire

❘ LAYOUT TYPE: Fiddleyard 

to fiddleyard 

❘ WORDS: Charles Stevens

❘ PHOTOGRAPHY: Andy 

York

FACT FILE

1

room Junction was one of those rare 

stations that existed merely to allow 

passengers to change trains. The 

station had limited road access, and 

being situated in a small Warwickshire 

village, little local traffic was generated. Instead 

it played a major role in the interchange between 

Midland Railway’s north-south line from Birmingham 

to Ashchurch and the east-west Midland & Stratford 

upon Avon Joint (MSJ) route. It also played an 

important part in the exchange of long-distance goods 

traffic which used these backwater lines to reduce 

congestion on more major routes. Until 1942, when a 

new spur was opened, the junction faced north so that 

all goods trains from the ‘SMJ’ heading south had to 

reverse at Broom. The new spur avoided the station 

completely and all southbound trains were capable of 

continuing without stopping.

OUR MODEL
This layout was built by John Cox and based on Broom 

Junction, but originally called ‘Brensham Junction’. He felt 

it could not be called Broom because of the alterations, 

compromises and omissions he had made to reality. In 

April 2015 he passed on the layout and stock to me, as he 

no longer had space for it in his flat. Construction is very 

simple, following well-trodden paths, and there is nothing 

particularly unique in the construction.

But, it was built to a high standard, to EM Gauge, and 

reflects the norm for a small fiddleyard to fiddleyard 

layout. It has been exhibited several times locally and 

will be again in the near future (see page 53 for its next 

outings). 

As you will see from Andy York’s excellent pictures 

there are a number of delightful little details which really 

bring the layout to life. When the shoot took place, the 

nameboards had not been changed, they have now! 

One of my favourites is the small portable ramp 

B

A pair of Fowler 0-6-4Ts 
meet at the short island 
platform, providing 
connections between 
the Stratford & Midland 
Junction line (SMJ) and the 
ex-Midland Railway line 
between Ashchurch and 
Redditch. 

❘ ❘

BROOM 
JUNCTION

Set deep in rural Warwickshire, this 

little station existed largely as an 

interchange between two country 

railways, as Charles Stevens 

explains. 

1
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for loading livestock, one animal at a time. Not only 

was this moved around the yard to suit but even from 

station to station up and down the line as required. 

None of the small intermediate stations had enough 

livestock traffic to warrant a cattle dock or permanent 

loading facilities, so this ramp went where it was 

needed. Suffice to say, it is glued down on the model 

and the wagons are shunted accordingly.

COMPACT LAYOUT
 Once I’d taken delivery, I took stock of the situation, 

what I had been given and made some decisions as to 

the way forward. Fortunately the layout fits in my car 

and still leaves space for my wheelchair! 

I undertook some further research, including a site 

visit to see what is left at Broom. Considering the line 

closed in 1962, the bridge remains, but there’s little 

sign of the track and station bar a lot of undergrowth. 

There are still not many houses about as the area is still 

somewhat isolated.

I feel that operation of the layout should be as close 

as possible to what was seen there in the 1930s. You will 

see from the trackplan that the actual junction with the 

‘SMJ’ is off-scene, and that the bridge marks the end of 

the modelled area. In reality, beyond the bridge was a 

scissors type junction, and also a turntable and a couple 

of exchange/holding sidings.

A little research (see Bibliography) also revealed an 

unusual pattern of operation for passenger trains. A 

local train would arrive from Stratford, passengers 

disembarked, and the train would reverse onto one 

of the sidings beyond the bridge. Trains from both 

Birmingham and Ashchurch directions would then 

arrive to cross in the platform loop. Passengers from 

Stratford for either direction would then entrain. 

Both long-distance trains would depart, leaving the 

local train to emerge from the siding. Depending on the 

make-up of this train the locomotive would either run 

round using the platform loop or use the turntable after 

running round to haul its train back to Stratford. 

Until 1947, when passenger services ceased from 

Stratford, this happened about six times a day. This 

procedure could not be adequately reproduced, as all the 

viewer would see is the three trains running in and out 

of the fiddleyards to no apparent purpose. 

Further, goods trains from the Stratford direction 

heading south would have carried out a variant on this 

procedure, using the turntable to turn the locomotive 

before continuing towards Ashchurch. 

EXTENSION PLANS
Fortunately, some curved baseboards have been donated 

by Peter Blakeman, one of our group. These will enable 

the all-important junction to be modelled, and at least 

ABOVE: Numerous well-
observed details, such as 
the diagonal fence slats, 
help to give the layout its 
Midland atmosphere. 

RIGHT: With few passengers 
to serve in this rural area, 
the cross-country 'SMJ' 
and north-south line to 
Ashchurch earned their 
keep as useful routes for 
slow-moving goods trains, 
and transporting away local 
produce from the Vale of 
Evesham. An ex-MR 2F 
waits in the loop for a coke 
train to pass, hauled by 4F 
No. 4454. 

2
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Bournville, August 27 2016. Expo EM North, Manchester, 
September 17/18 2016. Brambleton, January 2017

See More...
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■ Craftsman MR 

0-4-4T No. 1327 

■ Wills  ‘Flatiron’                          

0-6-4T No. 2014 

■ Finecast ‘Flatiron’ 

0-6-4T MR No. 2020 

■ Craftsman MR 2F 

0-6-0 No. 3554  

■ Wills 2F 0-6-0

No. 3579 

■ Airfix 4F 0-6-0

No. 4454

To be converted 

Bachmann 3F 0-6-0

OO Works 2F 0-6-0

Bachmann 1F 0-6-0T

LOCOMOTIVE 

ROSTER

TRACKPLAN BROOM JUNCTION

RIGHT: One unusual period 
detail is the portable cattle 

loading lamp, used at 
locations where a permanent 

cattle dock could not be 
justified. 
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I feel that operation of the layout should be as 

close as possible to what was seen at Broom in 

the 1930s. The junction with the 'SMJ' is off-scene 

but we plan to extend the boards to include it.

one siding. Thus when we operate the layout the viewer 

will be able to see the Stratford train held in the siding, 

whilst the other trains come and go. Further local goods 

trains will be able to recess whilst faster, more important 

trains overtake, as was the case from time to time during 

the working day.

As the model shows, there are virtually no buildings 

adjacent to the railway, and when the alterations take 

place, the Inn will remain but the other farm cottages 

Each grid square represents 1 foot

LEFT: Board crossings 
were once a feature of 
almost all stations, but are 
often overlooked on model 
railways, despite being 
relatively simple to model. 

RIGHT: Broom Junction 
was in an isolated spot, 
but surrounding buildings 
include an inn and a few 
cottages for the local farm. 

LOWER RIGHT: A redundant 
van body has found new 
employment as a goods 
store on the platform. 

5 6
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will disappear to be replaced by an embankment, which 

is all that remains there today.

In the fullness of time, the fiddleyards will be 

extended so that longer through trains can be modeled, 

closer to scale length, but these will have to wait until  

I have the storage room!

As it stands, the locomotive roster available to use 

now (see page 54) is sufficient but, railway modellers 

being what they are, we plan to buy some larger 

locomotives and convert them to EM. This should not 

be too much of a problem as the EM Gauge Society 

provides some very useful materials and information 

about how to carry out the conversions.

Coaches and wagons are easier to convert, requiring 

merely a change of wheelsets which can be achieved 

with little hassle. 

The roster has already been increased with more 

coaches and wagons bought specifically for the 

expanded operations. Another source has been the 

estate of John Webb, a good friend and the owner 

operator of ‘Ambergate’ (see June BRM). A few dozen 

of his half-complete wagons, all of which are more than 

suitable, have been donated together with some of his 

exquisite Midland Railway coaches which required a 

little finishing and now are available to back date the 

layout a little further. ■

Barnt Green To Ashchurch by R.J. Essery

Steam in the West Midlands (out of print)

Cheltenham to Redditch - including Barnt Green, Vic Mitchell 

& Keith Smith, Middleton Press, 2006
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Layout name: James Street
Scale/gauge: 2mm:1ft / N gauge
Size: 20ft x 10ft 6in
Era/region: 1958 - 1962, Midlands
Layout type: Continuous loop with terminus station
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OO gauge

There's always lots of action on 'James Street!' An ex-LNER B17 4-6-0 returning 
to the Eastern Region on a stopping train passes an ex-WD 'Austerity' 2-8-0 on a 

freight on the four track main line, while an English Electric Type 3 hauls a ferry 
train in Lynford Junction station. The line in the foreground is the reversing loop.

N gauge

Steve Wright, creator of this mammoth operational-focused layout, explains 
how two decades of dedication has resulted in an exhibition favourite.

JAMES STREET
Words: Steve Wright Photography: Andy York
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J
ames Street' started life as a terminus 

built for my dad, who sadly passed away, 

so I kept it and made a larger layout with 

a high-level four track line and a fiddle yard. 

Having built the latter, I realised that it took 

up a lot of space, so I got rid of it, retaining 

the 'James Street' passenger terminus, and 

redesigned the rear of the layout to its 

current form in 2013. I don't have a huge 

interest in real railways, but I do like to make 

realistic and interesting-looking models 

based as much as possible on the real thing.

'James Street' doesn't conform to normal 

modelling philosophies. It has evolved and 

developed over 20 years, rather than making 

a series of layouts that are then scrapped. It 

has an urban setting, with lines on multiple 

levels capable of running a large number 

of realistic length trains at one time. It is 

designed for all-round viewing at exhibitions 

to provide interest for both the operating 

team and the paying public. Trains are 

always being marshalled in the terminus 

yards, both freight and passenger, using B 

& B couplings with their delayed action. 

Finally, it doesn't have any hidden fiddle 

yards. Modellers spend a lot on trackwork 

in these, then hide all their expensive stock 

away from public view for much of the time. 

Quite often the fiddle yard section is much 

larger than the visible part of the layout, 

which I find a bizarre use of space.

When at home, the layout lives in a 

garage, in which it just fits width-ways, and 

about half depth-ways. The remainder of 

the garage is my workshop for modelling 

and my hi-fi system (another passion!). The 

garage has been heavily insulated to enable 

year-round modelling, with plenty of power 

points and lighting. However, there are 

some extra ‘scenic’ baseboards that cannot 

be used when at home - these bolt on to the 

sides of the layout for exhibition purposes, 

giving a more realistic break of scene to 

the whole thing. When in transit to and 

from exhibitions, the individual baseboards 

are protected by purpose-made plywood 

packing cases, to prevent damage. The 

layout just fits inside the van that I bought 

for that purpose. Due to the complexity of 

the layout, it rarely gets used fully at home 

except for ongoing work and any repairs 

needed now that it is regularly exhibited.

An ongoing project
The layout's construction has taken around 

20 years so far; it has also been altered in 

its overall concept during this time, which 

sometimes caused my interest to wane a 

little. In that time, materials and models 

A view of Lynford Junction station from platform level, with goods trains passing in the centre through roads while a 
passenger train sits in platform 4. The station buildings are converted from kits, while the canopies and bridge girders 
are scratch-built from Plastikard.

'James Street' terminus has three goods yards, and this is a view from the end of the coal roads towards the brewery 
and cattle dock. It's a quiet day, and the sense of space is tangible. The brewery will be replaced by a new structure in 
the next round of detailing.



N gauge

A BR Standard 4MT tank on a parcels train passes a two-car DMU on the bridge over James Street station throat. The 
impressive bridge was scratch-built in Plastikard and is based on Battledown fl yover. A Morris Minor van struggles up 
the access road from the locomotive depot.  

The dockyard at James Street, with Shell Welder delivering oil to the local distribution tanks. Behind, a grey-hulled 
general cargo ship is loaded by cranes. Both are built from Frog Models with etched replacement details; the grey ship 
has been kit-bashed and has added parts and detailing. Both were built by Martyn Daw. The cranes are Scalescene 
tops on Faller bases.

available have changed considerably and I 

have tried to ensure that the overall standard 

of modelling has been maintained and 

improved. I have found it necessary to go 

back over places modelled earlier and ensure 

that by judicious updating they match the 

newer areas.

Once the layout was ready for exhibiting, 

I needed to find a team of operators. 

Fortunately, I was able to call on three 

operators (Dave Cooper, Martyn Daw and 

Stuart Atkins), who had previously exhibited 

'Lynford Junction' with me about 30 years 

ago. After an appeal to the N Gauge Journal 

for extra operators, Dave Forbes and Nigel 

Stimpson joined the team. I also met Stuart 

Devereux and Jeff Gander at my local N 

Gauge Society Area Group. The operating 

team live some distance from me; from 

Ipswich to Bognor Regis, via London and 

central France!

Transporting, assembling, and stocking 

the layout takes about four hours to erect, 

and three hours to pack away. This poses 

problems at venues with limited access 

before the exhibition. Experience and the 

evolution of the layout means I constantly 

re-design things to save time and space. 

The control panels were separate, but are 

now incorporated into the undersides of 

the baseboards; this not only saves time, but 

has also enabled better electrical reliability. 

Given that we are all getting older, I have 

tried to make the layout as easy to transport 

and erect as possible. All of the boards 

travel in wheeled packing boxes, and many 

are designed to pivot from these transport 

units onto the frame to minimise heavy 

lifting. The layout frame is all made from 

lightweight ply and is very simple compared 

to many similar structures on other layouts. 

Rolling Stock
I provide half (mainly London Midland 

Region) of the 80 locomotives, 100 coaches 

and 500 wagons needed, while Martyn 

provides Eastern Region items, Dave C 

provides London Midland Region items, 

and Nigel supplies Western Region through 

trains. Locomotives represent those on an 

important, but secondary, main line. Most 

locomotives are detailed with buffer beam 

fittings, and we are also adding appropriate 

headcodes. Trains are used that could be 

seen in this time period and area. Main 

line passenger sets are mainly six to eight 

coaches long, with shorter two-four sets and 

DMUs for local and inter-regional trains. 

Freight trains of up to 30 vehicles are made 

up of shorter B & B-fitted rakes within the 

train, enable shunting in the yards. Stock is 

Shell WelderShell WelderShell Welder
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by the principal N gauge manufacturers, as 

well as many kit-built items. Most stock is 

weathered, and this is an ongoing job. The 

stock used mirrors the mix of vehicles from 

the Big Four and BR as seen in reality.

Conventional control

The layout is conventional 12v DC. When 

building started, DCC was virtually 

unknown, and I have not found a need 

to change during the life of the layout. 

Controllers are all hand-built and are 

individual to each operating position and 

operator. These control not just direction 

and speed - many incorporate switches for 

functions which are commonly used by 

that operator. The controller may be able to 

switch electromagnets to operate the B & 

B couplings, operate pointwork, or switch 

isolating sections. Extensive use is made of 

diode route setting, while LEDs are used 

to indicate the route set, and if there's any 

conflicting pointwork, these flash to remind 

the operator to re-set the route after use.

There are seven operators needed; the 

dockyard; 'James Street' passenger terminus; 

'James Street' goods yard; the two-track 

middle level; the reversing loop and yards; 

and two operators on the four-track top 

level. Some areas, such as the locomotive 

shed at 'James Street', and pointwork 

connecting the two track to four track lines, 

need to be able to be used by more than 

one operator. To enable this, there is some 

electrical interlocking, but the operators also 

check with each other that they may use the 

trackwork required. I normally operate the 

dockyard, as I’m then outside the layout and 

can chat to the public about operation and 

construction without affecting the overall 

running of the layout.

Trains depart from three areas at 'James 

Street'; the passenger terminus, the lower 

goods yard, or the dock yard. The train 

is then handed over to the two-track 

operator, who can either circulate it on the 

middle level double track, hand it on to 

the reversing loop operator, or stable it in 

the carriage or freight sidings. The train 

may also be passed on to the quadruple 

track operators. These are not the only 

moves possible; there are many more as 

the layout also has two reversing triangles. 

There will also be another option to change 

locomotives on the middle level once 

the upper locomotive depot is finished. 

Complete co-operation is needed by the 

operators to keep traffic flowing around 

the layout. It is particularly pleasing to see 



N gauge

The upper locomotive depot is situated on the reversing loop 
near Iona station. The prototype Deltic sits alongside Derby/

Sulzer and Brush Type 2 diesels in the new depot, while a 
DMU refuels. Behind them is the bulk of the imposing steam 

roundhouse, which was converted from Kibri parts and 
covered in Scalescenes brickpaper.
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multiple trains passing simultaneously on 

the four-track section, or running parallel 

with one on the two-track central section. 

There are plenty of viewing opportunities to 

observe such moves. 

I would have loved to have used 'fiNetrax' 

pointwork and scale track, but it was 

not around when the layout was started. 

However, it would have cost about double 

the price of the Peco track used, and would 

have taken a long time to build and lay. 

There is no doubt the overall effect would 

have been better, but by how much I'm not 

sure...I would also have made the reversing 

loop double track, along with doubling the 

single line though platform 1 at 'Lynford', 

as this becomes quite a pinch point at 

exhibitions. A lot of the little issues that 

have arisen have only done so since the full 

operating team has come together and we 

have worked the layout in earnest at shows. 

It never gets as intensively used at home as I 

prefer modelling to operating.

Scenic details
As the layout represents a large town or city, 

most of the scenery is urban. I like to look 

at pictures of the real railway and make my 

buildings reflect that, rather than use stock 

items. As a result, I have had to make a large 

number of buildings and structures – over 

25 major and over 100 minor – and while 

there are a few buildings that have been 

left as purchased, most are either modified 

to suit the location or built from scratch. 

Examples are the large goods warehouse at 

'James Street', built from Heljan parts but 

modelled very loosely on Bishopgate in 

East London, and the large carriage shed 

built from five Heljan 613 wagon works kits 

detailed to resemble typical carriage sheds 

from across the UK. Many of the town-

scape buildings are continental or American 

plastic kits, heavily modified, with flat roofs 

changed to sloping, roofing tiles changed, 

with many covered with Scalescenes 

excellent range of brick papers. I also 

scratch-built many buildings and structures, 

such as the terminus coaling tower and ash 

plant; the former was made from plans in an 

magazine issue, while the latter was drawn 

up from photographs as no information 

could be found, even from the LMS Society.

The backscene is a commercial one by 

ID backscenes modified to suit, and while 

certain parts are a little modern, it is the best 

one I could find. There is a small country 

area modelled between 'Lynford Junction' 

and 'Iona' stations, using a range of differing 

flock colours and types, with trees made 

from sea foam. While I built the dockyard 

and its associated buildings, Martyn has 

built the model ships and cranes, and is 

adding figures and cargoes to the area. All 

stations are named after family members.

The area around 'Lynford Junction' is 

probably my favourite part of the layout, 

with the bridges and viaducts around the 

triangular station providing a refreshing 

change to most current layouts on the 

circuit. My operators couldn't see how the 

vast areas of plywood and track could be 

turned into something that looked good, but 

once all of the civil engineering works and 

detailing was done, the station seemed to fit 

perfectly in its place. I also like the length 

of 'James Street' terminus, which looks best 

when viewed at exhibitions from the dock 

end. I cannot see this in the garage as the 

dock area is tight to a wall, so the layout can 

only be viewed from the front.

Developing skills
I have always tried to model to the highest 

The cattle and coal facilities of 'James Street' sit in the background, while a BR 4-6-2 'Britannia' is on ECS and a 
'Jubilee' is about to couple up to its train. The scratch-built brass signals have now been completed by Dave Cooper. All 

six platforms now have both main and shunt departure arms.
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standards possible and have picked up 

many pieces of advice from other modellers, 

magazines and the like over the years. My 

modelling has definitely improved over time, 

but with getting older, continuing to work in 

N doesn't help as I now have to use glasses 

and magnifiers, which I didn't need before!

There are many layouts out there in all 

gauges that I like for one reason or another, 

but my biggest draw is to complex layouts 

that look realistic, and which have been 

thoughtfully-designed and constructed well. 

I don't like seeing flat boards, trains charging 

round tight curves, or unrealistic scenery. I 

am also a little fed up with small terminus 

or shunting layouts that all seem to blend 

into one these days. Some modellers seem 

to concentrate on sound, DCC, and other 

details rather than getting the basics right, 

which is disappointing.

I think it is important to study 

photographs, books and the Internet to 

search prototype information and other 

details. Colour photographs are especially 

useful, but many photographs available 

Lynford Junction station from the end of the layout, with a DMU waiting to depart 
from Platform 1. The triangular station is unusual, and while the curves are 
relatively tight it is not too noticeable given the amount of lineside infrastructure 
and buildings. There are running lines on all three levels in this area.

Brush Type 2 D5579, in the short-lived experimental Golden 
Ochre livery, arrives at Kendall station with a suburban train. 

The buildings here are mainly converted Kestrel kits covered in 
Scalescenes brickpaper. The tram lines will soon disappear, to be 

replaced by buses running on the Tomytec system.
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for my timescale are only black and white. 

Internet Forums have also brought answers 

to some questions asked. In these days of 

digital photography, I find it useful to take 

photographs and then look at them closely. 

Photographs seem to show any faults or 

errors better than just looking at the subject. 

Most of all, try something; it doesn't matter 

if you don't get it right first time – just try 

again. Nobody starts out as an expert!

Future projects
As the layout has so far taken about 20 years 

to build, due to my age, this will be my last 

‘big project’, though I still have enough 

work to keep me busy for at least two more 

years! I have redesigned and rebuilt all 

of the control panels in the last two years 

after exhibition experience highlighted a 

few issues, as well as the aforementioned 

electrical reliability and ease of transport. 

The road system around the layout was 

originally to have incorporated a working 

bus route using buses built on tram chassis, 

but I have now decided to change this to 

the Tomix system, and this is also a ‘work in 

progress’.

When these two projects are complete, as 

well as ongoing detailing work, I intend to 

extend the harbour area with more berths 

for ships. I hope to include a coal staithe, a 

cement berth, a banana unloading berth; 

and move the oil tanker berth. This will 

involve not only new baseboards, but also 

some alteration to the existing harbour area 

buildings. Martyn is already part of the 

way with building extra ships and cranes 

required for this. I also intend to extend the 

current dockyard trackwork to a new main 

line, linking it to a new industrial area and 

colliery; and another locomotive shed area 

to service this part. This could allow about 

an extra 200 wagons to be needed… Dave 

C is also building more of the many signals 

needed for the layout. These will initially be 

placed in the more obvious scenic parts of 

the layout, where their effect will be most 

seen. I am very pleased with the results of 

my work, and enjoy exhibiting the layout 

with my excellent team of operators. I am 

particularly pleased with the way the team 

has gelled together, and we always have a 

good time both at exhibitions and the cor-

responding nights out.

I look forward to seeing you at one of 

our exhibitions; please make yourselves 

known and feel free to ask questions or give 

comments! 

About the Modeller

I live in Essex and am closer to 70 than 60 these days. My dad James and I started with model railways 

in the 1960s with Tri-ang OO, then I got into Tri-ang TT, which I still think is the perfect scale to work 

in. After the usual life break, I began again in N gauge as TT wasn't there. Running and reliability were 

not great, but I persevered and gradually better stock became available. With N, I could get more into a 

small space, but I always dreamed big, and layouts were started based on 'Finsbury Park', then 'Guild-

ford'. I hand-built all of the points, which took a lot of time, so while doing this I bought another layout to 

work on and run my stock. This was developed into my first exhibition layout, 'Lynford Junction', while 

'Guildford' eventually fell to one side. 'Lynford' was modified a few times, including getting rid of the 

fiddle yard. I sold it in 1998 and had a spell modelling US railways with my friend Pete Laxton, but then 

began 'James Street' in the early 2000s.

The dairy at 'James Street' terminus is scratch-built, but based on a prototypical example. A train of weathered Dapol 
milk tanks coupled to an N Gauge Society Gresley brake sit waiting their next turn of duty. In the background, an empty 
mineral train rumbles through the middle roads at Lynford Junction.

The carriage shed can hold four complete trains, and is part of what is effectively an open fi ddle yard. This allows all 
of the stock on the layout to be viewed at all times. In the background the reversing loop descends from Iona towards 
Lynford Junction.
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SKILL LEVEL 1 - BEGINNER

I
've built many layouts for BRM over the 

past few years, but the most popular 

was 'Didsbury Green', a micro layout 

designed to fit inside a Really Useful 

Products Ltd. Christmas tree box. I didn't 

set out to build a micro-layout, but part of 

the challenge was that it had to be taken to 

Canada, where it now lives, which meant a 

strong box was required. 

The thing is, I still get asked about it at 

shows. People liked the size, or at least lack 

of it. They felt it was a good introduction to 

the hobby and offered an easier start than 

filling a shed or spare room. A couple has 

even suggested it would suit those living on 

a canal barge. 

With this in mind, we decided to develop 

another layout to fit in a box. This time, we 

wanted to avoid building a fiddle yard, but 

still offer plenty of operational potential. The 

obvious plan was an Inglenook layout – it 

needs only two points and a bit of flexitrack, 

yet these pint-sized shunting puzzles are 

great fun. 'Casket Yard' has an overall size of 

110 x 22cm, which allows it to be stored in a 

plastic box, keeping the model dust-free, and 

the materials in one place while building. 

All this is good, but where to get the 

materials from? To help, we have created a 

complete package including baseboard, track 

Words & Photography: Phil Parker

THE THE BRM 'LAYOUT BRM 'LAYOUT 
IN A BOX' PROJECT

Phil Parker builds

an entertaining, minimum-space

model from BRM's 'Layout in a Box'.
and all the scenic materials to get a basic 

layout built. All I had to do was build the 

layout!

The result, as you'll be able to see on this 

month's DVD, is a fun-to-operate model 

that offers scope for personalisation, 

something I also look at on video. 

The truth is that every time I got to the 

testing stage in the step-by-step, work 

stopped for a couple of hours while I enjoyed 

moving wagons around. For a model of this 

size, eight wagons is enough and you'll need 

a small shunter; one of those really pretty 

industrial ones we've seen appear on the 

market perhaps, or for the traditionalists, a 

'Pannier' tank or 'Jinty'. 

Whatever your tastes, 'Casket Yard' will 

provide you with loads of building and 

operating fun, as well as teaching you loads 

of skills that will be invaluable in the future.

layout!
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Laser-cut in 3mm thick MDF, 
the baseboard arrives flat-
packed and ready for assembly. 
Instructions are included and 
it's worth taking a few minutes 
putting the kit together without 
glue as getting things in the 
right order is important. 

A little PVA woodworking glue squirted into each joint 
is enough to hold the board together. Wipe excess that 
oozes its way out of the joint with a damp cloth for a 
nice, neat job. There won't be any need to force parts 
together; if it won't fit, the chances are you're using the 
wrong piece, so read the instructions again. 

At each end are lozenge-shaped packing pieces to be 
glued in place. The supplied bolts are very handy to 
ensure the holes line up properly; just pop them through 
while the glue dries.

To make things easier, our design has the points straddle 
the joint between the two boards, so working out where 
they need to go isn't too hard.

After around half an hour's work, you should have a nice, 
flat baseboard that is a perfect fit for a plastic box if you 
want to store it in there. 

Tiny layouts need planning. Every inch matters and you 
don't have space to waste. Track laying starts with the 
points being placed in position and then trains moved 
around to ensure there is enough space for whole 
numbers of wagons, especially in the head shunt. 

1

2

3

9

6

4

5

Tools

Sharp knife

1 and 1.5mm drill bits, and pin vice

Small, flat-bladed screwdriver

Track cutter (Xuron, saw or slitting disk)

Small hammer

0.5in brush

Pipette

Spray bottle

Vacuum cleaner

Materials

PVA glue

Track colour paint

Spray glue

Hair lacquer

Earth colour emulsion paint 

Plastic cement and/or solvent

Strong tape

Storage

Really Useful Box Company 77L Christmas Tree 

box

The baseboard is made in two halves and once both are 
assembled, they are glued and bolted together to make a 
single unit. If you wanted a longer board, you could just 
buy more modules and bolt them on the ends.

Run some glue along the edges of the backscene and 
clamp (a bulldog clip is perfect for this) the joint to keep 
things in line. Although not essential, I like to brace the 
joint with some strong tape just be on the safe side. 

I've drawn a pair of lines 16.5mm apart along the centre 
of the board to provide a guide for the track. You won't 
need to do this because the manufacturer has agreed to 
laser-cut these in on production-run board tops. 

7

8

Building the 

baseboard

TRACKLAYING
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Track is pinned in place so holes need to be drilled in 
some of the sleepers with a 1mm bit. I find three holes 
per point enough, with a hole around every six inches 
in plain track. You might decide to add a few more on 
curves but this is a useful rule of thumb.

At the ends of the flexitrack, chairs need to be cut from 
the sleeper to allow the fishplates to slide on. Just run a 
sharp knife along under the rail and the plastic is neatly 
cut away.

There are lots of ways to cut Flexitrack to length. 
I've tried them all and find a pair of Xuron cutters the 
simplest and neatest option, but you may prefer a fine-
bladed saw or cutting disk.

Get your eye down to the track level to look along the 
lines to check everything is flowing smoothly. If you can't 
get low enough, try using a small mirror placed on the 
rails to provide a view. 

To save soldering and avoid ugly power connection 
tracks, we're using Gaugemaster pre-wired fishplates on 
the end of the right-hand point. These slide on as normal 
and the wires poke through holes in the baseboard. It 
works brilliantly, and the connection is almost invisible 
from the top.

Even experienced modellers don't always get things 
right. If a piece of track is nailed down in the wrong 
place, lever the bottom of the sleeper with a small, flat-
bladed screwdriver using the next sleeper as a fulcrum 
and the pin will be pulled up enough to grip with pliers 
to pull out.

Unless you are very accurate with a hammer, don't try to 
whack the pins directly in, but use one of the bolts in the 
kit as a punch. Pin heads should just touch the top of the 
sleeper. If you bend it, you've hammered the pin too hard.

Track alignment is important for smooth running and a 
rule placed along the straights will help keep joins neat. 

12

15

18

19

20 21

16

17

13

14

Most importantly, every time you join two pieces of track, 
push a wagon back and forth over the connection. If it 
doesn't run perfectly smooth, try to work out why. Lumps 
and bumps don't fix themselves, so time spent now will 
make for better operation later. 

Peco makes provision for electrical switching of the frog. 
Although I'm not using this, I drill a small hole in the 
baseboard and poke the wire through just in case.

11

We aren't fitting point motors, but this might change in 
the future. I've drilled a series of holes where the tiebar 
will sit. These are joined up to form a slot with files. One 
day I might need to poke a point motor rod through here 
and it's a lot easier to make the hole now, even if it's 
never used. 

10

Where the tracks join around the points, I've 
cut away the ends of the sleepers on the plain 

track as they clash with those on the point.
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Using some brown paper, I mask the entire layout so I can spray glue over the backscene and the back of the board. 
Make sure the area is clean and tidy when you do this. Bits of grit finding their way under the paper will show and can't 
be removed later. 

Connect the wires to the screw terminals on the 
controller and it's time to start running trains. This 
is a vital step and great fun too. I spend an hour or 
two testing that everything works with a variety of 
locomotives and rolling stock, just to make sure all is 
well.

24

26

27

25

23

Uncoupling ramps clip into the track and must be 
positioned so the wagons can pass each other when 
parked. 

Smooth the paper down using a piece of cloth or 
handkerchief as a pad. This avoids gluey fingers touching 
the surface and leaving fingerprints.

Trim the sheet with a sharp knife after it's been stuck in place. It's easier to do this now rather than trying to make the 
sheet the right size, especially if your measuring is as inaccurate as mine. 

22

The layout laid and wired. I'm confident that the wagon 
can be propelled from one end to the other, at speed, and 
not jump or derail anywhere. 

TOP TIP

How do I get the layout out 
of the box? 
If you store the model in a box, it's a snug fit. 

Make up a couple of loops from polythene 

(old plastic bag will work) and put these 

around the baseboard. Then you can pull 

them to lift the model, but they are light 

enough not to damage the scene when in 

transit. 

scenery
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31

34
35

32

33

I'm smoothing the plaster with my fingers. It's a messy 
job, but one that hides the bandage weave. Be careful 
not to roll up a length of bandage and make a lump. It's 
often easier to peel this away and discard it than smooth 
it back down. 

Work on the yard starts by coating the area with PVA 
glue and then sprinkling the Noch asphalt granules 
everywhere. Pat these down and leave to dry. 

Remove the excess granules with a vacuum cleaner and 
then paint the yard with a Noch Tarmac colour. I felt that 
using a brush for this (Noch suggests a little roller) might 
pull up more of the granules, so I used a sponge to dab 
the paint on. 

While the plaster dries, I paint the rail sides with Humbrol 
Track colour (No.173) enamel. Colouring them this way 
makes the rails look smaller and more realistic. Be 
careful around the points; don't paint the sides of the 
switch rails where they touch the others or you'll stop 
electricity flowing.

The plaster bandage takes several hours to dry – I like to 
leave it overnight – but can then be painted with brown 
emulsion to represent earth. This isn't an essential step 
but if there are any bare patches after the grass has been 
laid later, at least they will look like earth.

29

30

28

The masking is cut back to the track edges as I move on to building a low hill at the back of the model. Screwed-up 
paper and masking tape form the basis of the land-form, but you could use expanded polystyrene if you have some 
handy.

Plaster bandage is cut into short strips, then quickly 
dipped in water before being laid over the paper packing. 
Overlap the strips and build up at least two layers. Keep a 
damp cloth handy to remove plaster from the backscene. 

Most layouts, even this one, are longer then a single 
backscene sheet. I've arranged the joint to be on the 
right hand side of the model as it will be easy to plant a 
tree here if I need to hide it later. 

BALLASTING

36 We don't want to gum up the points, so I paint neat PVA glue around 
the tiebar area, being careful not to get it on any moving parts. Keep a 

brush full of water handy to wash away any stray glue before it sets. 

Carefully sprinkle ballast on the glue and push it into place with your finger. Blow 
and then brush away any excess, keeping it out of the moving parts. Leave this to 

dry as it will protect the tiebar later on when the rest of the track is treated.

37
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40

Once the ballast is dry, the uncoupling ramps can be refitted. To allow them to clip into place, the ballast needs to be 
removed with a small screwdriver. Once happy, I'll use a bit of superglue under them to fix things properly. 

Paint the hillside with PVA and allow this to dry slightly so it's tacky. While waiting, half fill 
the puffer bottle with static grass fibres. Give this a shake, then puff generous amounts 
over the glue. 

Holding a handkerchief over the nozzle, use a vacuum cleaner to remove the excess 
grass. As well as cleaning up, this will encourage the fibres to stand up straight. Those 
collected in the cloth can be returned to the puffer bottle for re-use. 

Now place drops of a 50:50 PVA/water mix with a couple 
of drops of washing up liquid on the damp stones. The 
washing up liquid reduces the surface tension so that the 
mix will flow through the ballast. I find applying the glue 
on the outside edge of the track is enough - it will find its 
way to the centre. 

Mist some water containing a couple of drops of washing 
up liquid over the track, keeping it off the backscene. You 
are aiming for damp ballast, not a pond!

38 39

At track joints, there can be gaps in the sleepers. Take a 
spare, cut the rail chairs off and slide it underneath. Don't 
bother fixing it as the rail will normally trap the plastic 
sleeper until the ballast is fixed in place. 

Sprinkle ballast over the track and carefully brush it into 
position. I find that tapping the tops of the rails gently 
with a wooden brush handle shakes most of the stones 
into position. Take your time at this stage, neat ballasting 
greatly enhances the look of the model and on a little 
layout, tidy working doesn't take long. 

GREENERY
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Lichen is a natural substance that used to be a staple for 
anyone building model railway scenery. It's fallen out of 
favour in recent times but is still very useful and there 
is a packet in the scenery kit. The rubbery structure is 
perfect for hedges and adding branches to trees, as well 
as being very resilient to knocks.

Using the lichen is simple - paint it with PVA glue, dunk into 
flock powder and you have instant bushes or small trees. Leave 
to dry, then glue in place behind the fence. 

46

47 48

45

It's not just the yard that looks too uniform, the hillsides are a bit plain too. A spray of hair lacquer (don't forget to 
protect the backscene with paper) followed by a sprinkle of green flock powder gives them some texture and colour. 

Ratio fencing is painted with Track Colour and then stuck in place using blobs 
of PVA under the main posts. Add a bit of flock or static grass into these to 
look like weeds and provide extra bracing to hold each one up.

In the Gaugemaster starter pack, there is some useful 
grey dust that I dab around the edges of the yard after 
spreading some thinned PVA glue around. This provides 
some colour and texture variation for the tarmac. Try 
to get the dust where vehicles wouldn't be wearing the 
surface smooth. 

Hedges are ready-made, but too regular for anything found alongside a field. 
Hack away at them with some scissors to add shape, paint with PVA and then 
dunk in flock powder.
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A yard like this would be too small for a signal box. The points would be moved by hand, but the Wills kit 
makes an excellent shunters' cabin, or 'bothy'. Leave the windows out until you've painted the model as 
makes a neat job a lot easier. Don't lose the plastic packing either - you'll need it for the glass. 

In the yard is a shunters' cabin and crane. Both are plastic kits and come with instructions so shouldn't 
cause problems for modellers. One issue with the crane is that cutting the parts from the sprues is easier 
with small wire snippers than a knife, although you'll need one to remove any remnants of the sprue.

Around the base of both models, add a little flock powder to bed them 
into the yard surface.

Thread is provided to rig the crane, but it won't hang realistically as it 
lacks the mass of real rope. The trick is to pull the thread tight, then 
run superglue on it. As well as ensuring it stays straight, this stops the 
thread going hairy over time.

51
Only two buffer stops are included in 
the 'Layout in a Box' as we'll use an 
old sleeper fixed to the end of one of 
the siding instead. This was common 
in industrial settings and adds 2cm to 
the usable siding space. 

Buy everything you need 

to model ‘Casket Yard’
We want to make it as simple as possible 
for you to model ‘Casket Yard’. So, we’ve 
teamed-up with Gaugemaster to offer 
everything you need in one simple package.

Go to www.brmm.ag/layoutinaboxkit and you can 
purchase everything in one package. If you’re a BRM 
subscriber you can save 10% off the price too!

You can also buy the scalemodelscenery baseboards. 
Go to www.brmm.ag/baseboardoffer. Again, 
subscribers save 10%!
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Your forum for sharing information, questions, 
praise, grumbles, projects, layouts and your 
thoughts on the hobby then and now.
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DCC SIMPLICITY  

PLANTING 

SUGAR BEET 

MERG AREA GROUP CONVENTION 

Being a DCC modeller of the OO Gauge diesel 

era, I am continually frustrated when it comes to 

removing the body shells of these rather delicate 

locomotives in order to fi t the decoder and 

sometimes the speakers.

This task always fi lls me with dread as I pry, 

pull and push on the thin plastic body trying to 

remove it from the chassis. It quite often ends 

with a broken handrail or damaged paintwork, or 

even worse a broken body shell on a £300 model. 

Once done, it’s then a fi ght to clip it back on again 

without breaking a lug or a plastic locator.

Why oh why can the manufacturers not make it 

a simple procedure to remove the body by simply 

using a screw in each corner? Once removed, 

the body just slides off easily instead of having to 

break my nails or worse in this risky prying and 

pulling effort that we have to go through!

This seems to be the case with all of the 

popular manufacturers; none of them makes it 

easy. With a little more thought going into the 

design, surely this could be made easier and less 

risky?

Stephen Adams

The Model Electronic Railway Group held this event on November 3rd to celebrate and demonstrate 

the contribution that local members can make in supporting the activities of the society. The current 

membership of this international society is 3,300, with 10% based outside the UK.

Area groups enable beginners and those with experience of electronics to share their knowledge of the 

technology and to enhance the enjoyment of model railways. New members can expect a welcome and 

support, regardless of scale and any previous knowledge of electronics. Assistance with the electronic kits 

available for the membership is a main feature of their activities.

Currently there are 27 area groups, mainly in the UK with one arranged as an online virtual area group.

These include Aberdeen, Bristol, Cardiff, Cornwall, East Anglia, East Midlands, East of Scotland, Exeter, 

Highlands, Kent, London, North East, North West, Northern Ireland, Scottish Borders, Somerset, South 

Hants, Thames Valley, 3 Counties,(HertsBedsBucks), Warwick & North Oxfordshire, West Midlands, West of 

Scotland, Yorkshire, China, S.E. Queensland (Australia), Australia Capital Territory, Virtual Area Group.

The keynote speaker at the event was Pete Waterman, who described his experience of model railway 

manufacturing and his continuing enjoyment of a very extensive model railway. This is supported by local 

members and is equipped with MERG electronic kits.

There was a programme of talks and demonstrations by individual area groups. A range of MERG electronic 

kits were on sale to members, too.

John Ferguson

GOLDEN 

ANNIVERSARY 

FUNDRAISER 
In the wake of the sad events at Market Deeping 

earlier this year, it was said in a follow up piece in 

the national press that our hobby does actually 

give people ‘a sense of purpose and community', 

despite some of the jibes that we sometimes get 

from less-informed individuals!

It is in line with this theme that I have pleasure 

in bringing to your notice the outcome of a Model 

Railway Show that our club, Loddon Vale MRC, 

held in late September at Earley, near Reading.

The Show is organised in conjunction with a 

local Church, St. Peter’s, and where the use of 

their premises includes a provision to allocate 

a proportion of surplus funds raised on the 

day to local charities. As such, I am pleased to 

report that this year, which is our club’s Golden 

Anniversary, we have been able to raise a total of 

£220 in this respect.

We also feel that this not only refl ects well 

on the hobby, but as a club, during this special 

year for us, we have been able to mark it by 

contributing to the less fortunate within our 

community.

Dave Guthrie

After a June holiday in Norfolk, I had an 

idea for that odd corner at the end of my 

scenic section - a fi eld of young sugar beet 

plants. I drew a paper template, ruled it 

for the beet rows, covered it with strips 

of double-sided sticky tape and planted 

“Model Scene VG4-009 low weeds type 

2”. The pencil lines showed clearly through 

the tape, but I spaced the plants in each 

row by eye. A covering of fi ne brown 

ballast, pressed onto the sticky tape, gave 

a reasonable impression of Norfolk soil, so I 

stuck the lot in place.

Tony Wilmore
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FICTIONAL BICESTER
My layout is a fi ctitious area, the name ‘Bicester King End’ 

being taken from the area in which I live. Measuring 7ft by 

3ft in N gauge, the layout was bought in 2015 with track 

and electrics already constructed. It is DCC, with all points 

fi tted with motors. Ballasting and scenery have been 

undertaken by myself, with exception to the pylons, a very 

nice gentleman kindly constructed these from a kit for me.

The scenery and buildings have just evolved as and 

when I have time, indeed, it is not unusual for several 

months to pass before I spring into action with new 

ideas. The level crossing and all lighting have been done 

by myself. I am still having ideas on how to improve the 

layout (it is said that a layout is never fi nished!), and the 

next major project will be to fi t colour light signalling, the 

signals at present being CR Dummy ones.

Rolling stock is varied, but basically it is based on 

the current modern scene, for example, I have a Dapol 

GNER HST, various second-generation DMUs, and also 

various locomotives including Dapol Class 67 and 68s and 

Graham Farish Class 60s. All of my freight wagons are 

from the excellent Revolution Trains range. 

I do not get as much time running or working on the 

layout as I would like, my time taken up working on the 

real railways! However, I am regularly looking at other 

layouts both on the internet and in magazines, including 

BRM for inspiration.

Edward Pearce

Having just read an article in August BRM (Dockside in a Cake Box) and your comments regarding plaster 

being unsuccessful to fi ll to rail height, may I comment please?  Most plasters and fi llers are very hard when 

dry and therefore hard to fi nish (one hour to sand a cake box size). Can I suggest a product used in the 

drywall industry called 'Easyfi ll'? It is used to fi ll joints in plasterboard and is so easy to sand, does not shrink 

or crack and is great for fi lling to rail level to simulate concrete or general gunk as in engine sheds, etc, or as 

I have done on my colliery layout that I am building.

Obtained from builders’ merchants or DIY shops in 60-minute or 20-minute setting time as a white 

powder (mix to a soft butter consistency with water), Easyfi ll is made by British Gypsum Ltd.

Try it, I am sure you will use it instead of 'Pollyfi lla', plaster, 'Milliput' (sometimes) and air-dry clay 

(sometimes). I hope you fi nd this useful.

Jeff Bamford

HAPPY CUSTOMER

I would like to thank all who helped get my 

subscription, via Rails of Sheffi eld promotion, 

to BRM on time so I could collect my free ticket 

at Warley as well as the excellent goodie bag. 

Being fairly useless with electronics, I do not 

have DCC and when I applied for the BRM 

deal, I got it wrong. When I returned to the UK, I 

contacted BRM, giving them my mobile number. 

Unfortunately, it was still on airplane mode so I 

never had any messages. My wife turned it off 

and lots of messages appeared. Friday morning 

I responded and the team worked to deliver my 

request upon payment. Special thanks to Carly 

who co-ordinated it all for me. Apart from meeting 

members of BRM, including Carly, the highlight of 

the show was seeing the petro-electric carriage 

(PESU), which is a superb creation incorporating 

the original bodywork with other more up-to-date 

components making a superb working vehicle. 

Brilliant.

Graham Sharpley
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Layout name: Whithorn
Scale/gauge: EM converted to 4mm:1ft scale / 
1:76 / OO gauge 
Size: 583cm x 90cm
Era/region: 1960s / 1970s / Scotland
Layout type: Fiddleyard to terminus

Factfi le

This finescale layout re-imagines a sleepy terminus on an ex-joint line in 
Galloway, which harbours great appeal for local freight and passenger services. 

WHITHORN
Words: Alisdair Macdonald Photography: Andy York
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OO gauge

The branch passenger train from Newton Stewart 
drifts into the station past 'Whithorn' signal box. 

OO gauge

I
n a quiet corner of Galloway in South 

West Scotland, there ran a nineteen-

mile-long branch line that was never 

profitable in all its ninety years existence. 

Even with nationalisation in 1948, the 

passenger service on the branch lasted 

for only two years until 1950. With such 

a short life, under the auspices of British 

Railways, there probably wasn’t even time 

to manufacture the Scottish Region light 

blue totem signs for the station! The line 

continued on with a goods service three 

times a week, until the final closure of the 

branch in 1964. It was one of the victims 

of the Beeching rationalisation. Nothing 

remains of the line today, apart from a few 

earthwork embankments and some cuttings.

The line is the Whithorn Branch, 

originally known as the Wigtownshire 

Railway. It ran down to the town of 

Whithorn from the junction at Newton 

Stewart, on the now-closed ‘Port Road’ 

from Dumfries to Stranraer. When the 

Whithorn Branch was constructed in 1875, 

the company directors approached both 

the Caledonian Railway and the Glasgow 

and South Western Railway as potential 

operators. Both companies declined the 

offer, deciding that there was not enough 

money in it for them. In the end, an 

agreement was reached with both companies 

to operate the branch on a joint basis. This 

arrangement lasted until 1923, when the 

LMS took on the responsibilities.

The joint CR and GSWR arrangement to 

run the line produced the peculiar situation 

in which the line had CR semaphore signals 

and GSWR signal boxes.

Modelling Whithorn
So why model such an obscure location?  

Iain Rice is to be blamed as the line was 

featured in his book ‘Light Railway Layout 

Designs’.  He put out the challenge in the 

chapter on Galloway that modelling the 

Whithorn Branch was ‘far from being 

hackneyed in the manner of a similar GW 

termini’. Thanks to Rice, the die was cast 

for me to model Whithorn. I had always 

wanted to model a real location, somewhere 

in Scotland, and now I had found it. I was 

also approaching retirement, an opportunity 

too good to miss to start some serious 

modelling. In addition, away back in 1961 

at the age of sixteen, I had been fortunate to 

travel down the branch to Whithorn on one 

of the last steam special trains. When open, 

Whithorn railway station was the most 

southerly station in Scotland.

The Rice plan was followed with an early 
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design decision taken that there would need 

to be passenger traffic on the model. For me, 

the running of only a pick-up goods service 

would likely become a bit monotonous. 

And being constructed as a light railway, the 

heaviest locomotives permitted to run on 

the branch were Caledonian Railway ‘Jumbo’ 

0-6-0 locomotives, or the BR equivalent of 

an Ivatt 2-6-0 Class 2 locomotive. There 

was never a diesel locomotive running 

in revenue service over the branch in 

all the time of the line’s existence.  The 

opportunities for a variety of motive power 

would have been limited if the prototype had 

been followed.  

The model presumes the line was re-

engineered at some point, which would 

then have allowed the running of heavier 

locomotives. Now a variety of steam 

locomotives can be seen on the layout, 

which would never have made it to the 

real Whithorn. All are based on the motive 

power that ran on the Port Road and its 

branches, and include an LMS 2P 4-4-0 and 

Class 2 Ivatt 2-6-0, a BR Class 4 2-6-4 tank 

and a Crab.  All are from the Bachmann, 

Heljan, and Hornby stables. As already 

noted, diesel locomotives never ran on the 

branch, but on the model a two-car Class 

105 DMU, a Class 20, and 26 all make their 

appearances courtesy of Bachmann and 

Heljan. There is also a Class 24 from Sutton’s 

Locomotive Works.

Passenger and goods stock is a mixture 

of Bachmann and Hornby, all suitably 

weathered in acrylics and powders. 

Gauge conversion
The track was laid originally to EM 

standards by a P4 colleague. Over time the 

trackwork has performed extremely well. 

However, recently joining a small group 

of skilled railway modellers, who have an 

award-winning 4mm OO gauge layout, the 

major decision was taken by all of the team 

that 'Whithorn' be re-gauged to 4mm OO 

gauge finescale, using Peco bullhead track. 

This decision was helped with the 

acceptance that the superb quality of the 

more recent proprietary steam locomotives 

has made the conversion away from OO 

gauge that bit more challenging. It was felt 

that too many compromises were having 

to be made in any alteration work. On the 

other hand, re-gauging diesels and rolling 

stock is, of course, straightforward. 

The layout is set out at a viewing height 

of around 4ft above floor level, and with the 

higher ground contours at the front of the 

layout, the difference in gauge is probably 

not discernible to the majority of viewers. 

Control of all locomotives is by the NCE 

DCC system, and all have the appropriate 

sound chips on board. The points are 

controlled by Tortoise motors using switches 

on a mimic plan of the track layout on the 

control panel. This is independent from 

the NCE system. The two lower-quadrant 

Caledonian Railway signals are MSE kits, 

assembled by Stephen Freeman, operated 

with Cobalt servos. The Caledonian Railway 

ground shunt signals at the yard entrance are 

another MSE kit, with integral red and white 

LED lights, all expertly put together by club 

member, Chris Manners.

The local agricultural merchant wagon is about to head out from the Provender store to the local farming community 
with recent deliveries from the railway goods service on the branch.  

The farmer relaxes to enjoy some family time. Small dioramas can tell many a tale on a model railway.



OO gauge

TOP TIP
It is often better to put together a smaller cameo 

layout, which has a chance of being completed, 

rather than attempt a much larger layout that 

may never be completed. A smaller layout is so 

much easier to transport to exhibitions, too.

The local coal merchant loads his lorry, while the Class 24, with the 
morning goods service, shunts two more wagons of coal.
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Sprat and Winkle couplings are employed 

on all rolling stock, with electromagnet 

uncouplers located at strategic locations to 

assist the operators in shunting moves.

The layout is operated from the front 

scenic side. This allows the operator to 

engage with those viewing it at exhibitions. 

A second operator runs the fiddle yard. For 

exhibitions, a sequence timetable is followed, 

which is useful for both operators to know 

what happens next. BR operating practice 

is followed, which adds to the enjoyment of 

running the layout.

Scenic elements

Another early design decision was that 

the scenery should dominate the overall 

appearance of the layout. It was desirable 

to have the feel of a rural branch line, with 

trains running through the landscape. The 

southerly part of Galloway, with its open 

landscape and low rolling hills, and the 

Lakeland Fells of England in the distance, 

had to be recognisable to those who know 

the area. The hand-painted backscene, 

created by the author, helps achieve this and 

concentrates the eye on the layout. N Gauge 

cattle have been used at the rear of the layout 

to emphasise the distant perspective of the 

landscape. 

Landscape is not flat, and the variation 

in ground levels was formed using recycled 

polystyrene blocks fixed with PVA under 

a skin of Modroc plaster. The top surface 

was painted in dark brown oil paint to 

seal the plaster dust, and then given the 

static grass gun treatment to build up the 

varied colours and layers found in nature 

for the grassed and wooded areas. The 

period of early summer was chosen as the 

yellow broom and pink campion are in full 

bloom to provide colour. Lambs are found 

on the farm, and the local breed of cattle, 

Belted Galloways, have been featured, (and 

recognised by those who know), all to give 

a local sense of place. Great use has been 

made on the landscaping of the products by 

Woodland Scenics and other manufacturers, 

with acrylic paint and weathering powders. 

The river was formed with a fine gravel bed 

overlaid in layers and layers of gloss yacht 

varnish.

The buildings have all been scratch-

built using Plastikard as the base material. 

The station building was drawn firstly as 

a three-dimensional computer drawing 

using Sketch-up, taken from researched 

photographs. This information was then 

translated into a two-dimensional drawing 

MEET THE MODELLER
Whithorn has not been my first attempt at railway modelling. From a teenager, I have had various layouts, 

all principally in 4mm. Like many modellers, my professional and family life took precedence for many 

years, but I always maintained a more than passing interest in the hobby, and regularly read railway 

magazines. It was only on reaching retirement that I decided I should re-engage with the hobby. To fire 

my enthusiasm, I purchased a ready-built 4mm EM gauge layout, and I continued to model in EM until 

the recent decision to re-gauge 'Whithorn'. But that is not to say there will not be another EM cameo 

layout in future! I have found the benefit of membership of the Wirral and North Wales Model Railway 

Group a great benefit. Everyone has their own specialist skill to the club’s advantage, and it has allowed 

the inclusion of elements of modelling into my layout which might never have been achieved.  

BR Standard Class 4 2-6-4T No. 80038 arrives at 'Whithorn' station.
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A Class 24 on the morning goods shunts 'Whithorn' yard.  In the 
foreground, the rail-connected SCWS Creamery has regular railway 

business on milk and cheese traffi c from the dairy herds of Galloway.
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using Autocad from which the model was 

constructed. 

The signal box was constructed using 

Wigtownshire Railway drawings obtained 

from the Glasgow and South Western 

Railway Association. It reflects the 

GSWR signal box that might have been at 

Whithorn, taking the signal box at Millisle 

on the branch as a reference. The box was 

in-situ right up to the closing of the line. The 

window frames were custom made by York 

Modelmaking.

The red brick dwelling, Oswie House, 

still stands in Whithorn. It is a useful guide 

to where the station was originally located 

in the town. For the model, the bricks on 

the elevations were counted from a Google 

Streetview image, and the model was 

built to a smaller scale of 1:87 to assist the 

perspective. At the scale of 1:76, the house 

visually overpowered the station area. The 

Provender Store is a Ratio kit-built model, 

while the Scottish-style farm buildings are 

generic.

The original creamery at Whithorn was 

not rail-connected, and the building is now 

long gone. For more operating options 

on the model it has been rail-connected. 

Although no drawings were found for the 

structure, the model version is a pastiche of 

the various elements of the original taken 

from photographs, reflecting the style of 

the original creamery. The creamery model 

won a certificate at ExpoEM North 2018 for 

the best example of use of scratch-building 

materials. The layout also won 'Best in Show' 

at that same ExpoEM event.

Final thoughts
If asked what has pleased me about this 

layout, I think it would be the positive 

reviews the scenery has received at 

exhibitions. I feel that I have met my original 

brief of branch line trains running in the 

rural landscape.

Is the layout completed? That is doubtful 

- there is always something to be attended to 

on the scenery, or rolling stock - especially 

after a weekend’s exhibiting!

Finally, thanks must go to Hazel, my wife, 

for all her support and her constructive 

criticism on 'Whithorn' over the years of its 

construction, and to Graham Heald, Chris 

Manners, and Raymond Reed, and all the 

members of the Wirral and North Wales 

Model Railway Group for their invaluable 

assistance.

Trackplan

See

'Whithorn'

at Glasgow show

February 21-23, 2020

and Macclesfi eld show 

March 13-14, 2020
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'Whithorn' station with the branch line train arriving
from Newton Stewart.

C
row

n
 cop

yrig
h
t



D
IG

IT
A

L

DIGITAL EDITION 

EXCLUSIVE
CLICK AND SWIPE IMAGES 

TO SEE MORE





BRM ❘ February 2020 ❘ www.RMweb.co.uk54

PROTOTYPE INSPIRATION

Alisdair MacDonald, creator of scenically-accomplished rural layout 'Whithorn', 
highlights the benefits of modelling local branch-line operations. 

PICK-UP GOODS 
TRAFFIC AND HOW

IT OPERATED
Words: Alisdair Macdonald

F
rom the earliest days of the railways, 

the transporting of goods and 

merchandise has been as important 

as the conveyance of passengers. The 

movement of goods over the British road 

network until the 1950s was very much a 

local affair, over single carriageways and 

narrow roads. Branch line goods trains - 

then the real lifeblood of many communities 

and their local industries - fed into the main 

trunk railway routes across the country. 

Pick-up goods trains might well have been 

considered ‘the white van men’ of their day, 

dropping off and picking up freight for a 

great variety of commercial and domestic 

customers.

Under the 1947 Transport Act, the 

British Transport Commission was set up 

by the Labour government to provide for 

a coordinated, and integrated, transport 

network throughout England, Scotland and 

Wales. It included the nationalisation of 

the railways. The Act provided for British 

Road Services to be the principal carrier for 

long distance road haulage work - private 

hauliers being restricted to journeys of up 

to a 25 miles radius from their home bases.  

This restriction on private hauliers was later 

amended in the 1952 Transport Act, when 

the restrictive radius limit was lifted.   

In the mid-1950s, the incoming 

Conservative government began to invest 

heavily on the road network in Britain. 

Motorways were constructed, new bypasses 

provided around many towns, and main 

trunk roads were upgraded. This investment 

was to the benefit of the burgeoning private 

road haulage industry, who could now offer 

a door-to-door bespoke delivery service for 

customers, and these were often at more 

competitive rates than those offered by 

British Railways. The business opportunities 

for British Railways was further reviewed 

by the rationalisation in the 1963 Beeching 

Report.  

The halcyon days of the pick-up goods 

was coming to an end. It would continue 

to serve the more rural communities of the 
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country where the road network was not yet 

improved and where the minor branch lines 

were located away from the larger centres of 

population.

Typical operations 
Pick-up goods trains were principally found 

in the more rural areas of the country, 

operating from the main line junction 

stations along rustic branch lines. Many of 

these secondary routes had already lost their 

passenger services.  

The main line freight service would 

drop off - or pick up - goods wagons for 

the branch service at the junction station 

along the main line. The pick-up goods 

wagons would be sorted by the branch line 

locomotive at the junction to minimise 

shunting movements at each station, or yard, 

down the branch. Destination labels, clipped 

to the solebar of each wagon, or chalked on 

the wagon sides, would show the pick-up 

goods train crew the final destination of 

each wagon. As most branch line services 

followed a fairly regular timetabled pattern, 

the train crew probably had a fair idea where 

each wagon was heading. Equally, the crew 

would know which wagons would require 

to be picked up from the branch sidings 

for their return journeys back on the main 

railway network. 

A pick-up goods train crew would usually 

consist of three men - the locomotive driver, 

the fireman and a guard. The guard would 

act as shunter, and would be responsible 

for ensuring that parcels were dropped off, 

or picked up, at the intermediate stations 

and sidings along the branch. Many of the 

goods-only branches were operated by the 

'One Engine in Steam' principle. Once the 

train was on the branch, the crew were out 

of contact with the main railway network. 

The pick-up goods would run at a 

leisurely pace, many of the wagons would 

not be fitted with a continuous brake, and 

those that were fitted would probably not 

have their continuous brakes coupled up 

while running on the branch.  

Modelling pick-up goods 
A pick-up goods train can bring variety to a 

layout, especially if a branch line terminus 

is being modelled. The train can often look 

better if the rake has a maximum of, say, 

seven or eight wagons with a brake van. In 

the imagination of the operator, the pick-up 

goods will have made its way leisurely down 

the branch to the terminus station, dropping 

off and adding wagons on the way. Not all 

wagons in the rake will be headed for the 

terminus as these will have been collected 

up the branch. This gives the opportunity 

to include wagons in the goods train, which 

have no relevance to the facilities available 

at the terminus station. For example, bulk 

grain wagons could be included that have 

been collected from a distillery up the 

line. There might even be empty 16T coal 

wagons, the odd 12T van, or even a cattle 

wagon in the rake. 

The layout of the trackwork at the 

terminus on the layout will require a run 

round loop to avoid the locomotive being 

trapped. There would not be a second 

locomotive available at the branch terminus 

to release the train locomotive. In the shunt 

moves at the terminus, the brake van would 

necessitate shunting in such a way that it 

would end up at the back of the train when 

it finally heads up the line to the fiddle yard 

when shunting is completed. The loop could 

hold the outgoing pick-up goods when it is 

ready to depart, should a second train arrive 

in the platform road.  

The consist in a pick-up goods train 

depends upon the set-up of the layout. If 

the layout is a harbour scene, there might 

be a need for fish vans, or tank wagons to 

service the diesel-powered fishing boats in 

the harbour.  

A country branch will have wagons 

delivering agricultural equipment, fertiliser 

and also wagons available to take away the 

farming produce to the town markets. A 

cattle dock might be provided for a rake of 

cattle wagons for the movement of livestock, 

and a Provender Store could be the base for 

the local agricultural merchant.

A must for branch line operations are 

16T mineral coal wagons, either for local 

industries, or for the local coal merchant.  

These would be regular deliveries, with 

return empties back to the main line. On a 

layout, the operator could remove the coal 

loads from these when no-one is looking.  

A more modern twist would be to use 

VGA vans, or similar, which would not 

require a brake van.  

During the steam-era it was normal 

for pick-up goods to have used smaller 

locomotives because of line weight 

restrictions and coal consumption. Pick-up 

goods services would rarely employ a 4-6-2 

'Pacific' locomotive, with the exception of  

serving intermediate yards on a main line, 

where a large locomotive might be used on 

a 'running-in' turn. Depending on regions, 

ideal locomotives would be an 0-6-0T or 

Ivatt Class 2 2-6-0. For transitional and 

diesel-era modellers, an 0-6-0 shunter would 

suffice, although classes 20, 24, 25, 26 and 27 

are suitable alternatives.      

  

Uncoupling considerations
The train crew would work to the simplest 

of routines for the stock moves in shunting, 

and for the coupling and uncoupling of 

wagons. On a layout, the strategic use of 

uncouplers would make shunting operations 

that bit easier for the operator. There is a 

quiet satisfaction in seeing wagons being 

uncoupled and dropped off in a shunting 

operation with what appears to be no human 

involvement. However, care is necessary in 

locating the positions of the uncouplers to 

make sure they are in the correct locations. 

It might be prudent to retro-fit uncouplers 

to a layout after a few trial shunting moves 

to enable them to be positioned in the 

correct location.   

Conclusion
A pick-up goods can give a reason and 

purpose to a branch line layout and its 

operation. It allows the introduction of 

wagons which might not have any particular 

relevance to the layout, while providing an 

excuse to run short trains with a purpose.
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Michael Russell troubleshoots common misconceptions with the

setup and use of this modelling tool, for more realistic effects on your models.

AIRBRUSH 
ESSENTIALS

SPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHT

Words & Photography: Michael Russell

A
irbrushing can seem like a dark 

art to the beginner, but the secret 

is to have a basic understanding of 

how the device works and how to achieve a 

balance between the parameters involved.

To find a problem in any complex system 

you need to test each, in isolation. Some 

of the remedies may seem obvious, but it’s 

often simple issues that cause the majority of 

problems.

Equipment needed
Apart from the airbrush, you’ll need an air 

supply and a lead to connect the two. You’ll 

also need a spray booth situated in an area 

of good lighting, with access to the outdoors 

so you can vent the fumes. You can spray 

outdoors in summer if there is little wind, 

but this may be an infrequent luxury, only 

when the variables of the weather are in your 

favour.

A good quality face mask is essential. 

You’ll also require gloves, paint and thinners 

to match the paint. Enamel or acrylic 

paints are the two 

common types used. 

Don’t forget the 

need to handle the 

model. You may be 

able to rotate it on 

a turntable/'Lazy 

Susan' or improvise 

a handle from an 

everyday object. I 

often find that toilet 

roll inserts do the 

job, but you can 

purchase specialist 

sprung handles.

Coverage issues
If your paint is too thin it will be blown 

around on the surface of the model. 

Conversely, if it is too thick you will end 

up with a rough, sandpaper/orange peel-

like finish. The paint should be about the 

consistency of milk. All paint, unless it has 

been specifically prepared for airbrush use 

by the manufacturer, will require thinning. 

If you have problems achieving the correct 

consistency, you may like to use pre-thinned 

paint such as that provided by Vellejo in its 

Air Jet range.

How IT works
Air is passed over an opening and paint is 

forced out due to the Venturi Effect. The 

paint atomises whereby it mixes with the 

airflow to form a mist. This only happens if 

you balance the air pressure with the paint 

thickness, though. The thicker the paint, 

the more air is required to achieve a spray. 

In general, I spray in the range of 10 to 20 

pounds per square inch (psi). 
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Testing paint 
thickness
Put the paint in first and fill the cup half 

full. Add thinners to raise the level to about 

three quarters of the cup. Ensure that your 

paint is well-mixed in the paint cup. I use 

old lollypop sticks as stirrers. To test the 

consistency of your paint, dab some onto a 

piece of paper. If it spreads out a little and 

holds its shape, it is just right. If it spreads 

out and soaks in, it is too thin. If the paint 

doesn’t want to come off the stirrer, or sits 

in a bead on the paper, the paint mixture is 

too thick and more thinners must be added. 

Pour the contents of the paint cup back into 

the paint pot and start again.

Airbrush Technique
It is important to spray correctly. You should 

start the airbrush spraying before passing it 

over the model. Keep the airbrush in motion 

at all times when passing it over the model. 

Additionally, it is important to get an even 

coverage. Spray into corners and recesses 

first to ensure that places where paint is less 

likely to fall will have sufficient coverage. 

If you spray too much paint onto one spot 

then the paint will run. If this happens, the 

resolution is to get a lint-free cloth soaked 

in thinners and wipe the run away while still 

wet. You will now need to carefully respray 

this area, being mindful not to repeat your 

mistake while at the same time blending it in 

with areas that you haven’t over-sprayed. It is 

not easy to do this and so it makes sense not 

to over-spray in the first place. Therefore, 

you should always aim to spray several thin 

coats rather than one thick one, leaving the 

model for a few minutes between each coat.

When weathering you sometimes need 

to spray in one place without moving the 

airbrush in a sweeping motion. In this case, 

I start spraying onto a piece of card. Position 

the airbrush and the card so they are to one 

side of the place on the model that you want 

to spray. Spray onto the card, and when 

you are happy with the level of paint being 

expelled, move the airbrush slightly to direct 

the flow onto the model.

Conclusion
You’ll need practice to become proficient at using an airbrush, so don’t be put off if your 

initial results aren’t what you expected. The potential results are worth the effort. Keep on 

top of the cleaning and, at least while you practise, any issues are likely to be restricted to 

those connected with the paint and its interaction with the sprayed surface. Seek the help 

of a mentor if you really get stuck. Expect to return your airbrush to the manufacturer 

periodically for a major service and only perform a deep clean if you know what you’re 

doing and have the correct tools. If your airbrush has had a lot of use, some parts may be 

worn and will require replacement. 

COMMON ISSUES
Problem: My airbrush won’t spray.

Resolution: Don’t overlook the obvious. I was 

once called out to a supposedly broken personal 

computer, when the owner had forgotten where 

the on switch was because they had pushed the 

device against a wall! So, is the electricity supply 

working and is the socket you are using okay and 

is the socket switch turned on? Use a device you 

know is working to check the socket. Remember 

that not all compressors make a great deal of noise 

when in use or if the storage tank is full. Ensure that 

your compressor is switched on. If you are using a 

high-powered compressor then use a high wattage 

rating extension lead and keep the cable run to a 

minimum. Last, check for leaks in the air-lines. If 

air is expelled from the connection to the airbrush 

handle you know that the problem must lie within 

the airbrush. You can try loosening this connection 

and listening for the hiss of the escaping air. If the 

problem is inside the airbrush then the air valve, 

which is in the handle of the airbrush, could be 

faulty or require adjustment.

Problem: Air is reaching the airbrush and the 

trigger moves, but nothing comes out.

Resolution: The most likely cause is that the 

needle isn't moving with the trigger. Unscrew the 

rear cover, push the needle home against the 

seating and tighten the chucking nut. If this doesn’t 

work then your air pressure is too low for the 

consistency of the paint. Also check that the air inlet 

in the paint cup lid is not blocked.

Problem: The trigger won’t move.

Resolution: Your airbrush has seized solid or has 

been poorly reassembled. Paint residue is the most 

likely explanation, but there is a last ditch remedy 

that you can try. Remove the rear cover, undo the 

chucking nut and try removing the needle. If it won’t 

come out with moderate pressure then don’t force 

it. Try soaking the tip of the airbrush in thinners 

for 24 hours. Try something strong like cellulose 

thinners. (Note this substance gives off strong 

fumes, so carry out this exercise in a well-ventilated 

area such as a garage or shed). If you still can’t 

remove the needle after this treatment, I would 

recommend returning it to the manufacturer for 

an overhaul. If it works, proceed to carry out a full 

clean and ensure that you are more vigilant with 

cleaning in future.

Problem: I’ve started spraying and the paint 

is spattering on the surface or the airbrush has 

stopped spraying. 

Resolution: The nozzle will be clogged with paint 

or the paint is too thick. You could try increasing 

the air pressure, but I wouldn’t recommended using 

more than 30psi. You will need to clean the airbrush 

by following the instructions in my cleaning article 

that follows and reload with paint. See the hints 

and tips section for issues that may have caused 

the problem. Don't take a shortcut and withdraw 

the needle to wipe it down when the airbrush is 

loaded with paint, otherwise paint will get past 

the seal that stops contamination of the airbrush 

body. If this happens, the only fix is to do a deep 

clean, which necessitates an almost complete 

disassembly. This is not so straightforward and may 

require specialist tools. The other option is a return 

to the manufacturer or dealer, which is likely to be 

expensive. So, don’t take shortcuts and carry out a 

paint change and clean only in the prescribed way.

Hint and Tips
•  Never exceed the air pressure that your 

equipment was designed for. Check the 

documentation that was provided by the supplier.

•  It is more economical to use a compressor than 

compressed air canisters. 

•   Avoid getting cellulose thinners on areas of the 

airbrush that have rubber seals.

•  Acrylic paint dries quickly and even a short 

spraying session can cause problems. Try using a 

retarder to lengthen the drying time.

•  Use acrylic thinners for acrylic paint rather than 

water.

•  Using a fresh pot of paint for each spraying task 

will minimise the chance of clogging due to lumps 

in the paint, although you can pass the paint 

through a filter to make sure.

•  You will never achieve a good finish if you can’t 

see what you're doing – always work in good 

light.

•  A bent needle is likely to manifest itself in a poor/

dual spray pattern and the only alternative is to 

buy a new one. Be aware that a dirty airbrush can 

exhibit the same traits.

•  Always ensure the model is primed before 

spraying or brushing with acrylic paint. 
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PRACTICAL

SKILL LEVEL 1 - BEGINNER

A
n airbrush is unbeatable for a quality 

paint finish and I wouldn’t like to be 

without mine. They involve more 

effort than a brush but, as with most things 

in life, you get out what you put in. So, with 

a bit of extra exertion, and a small amount of 

your time, you can raise your modelling to a 

whole new level.

What puts many modellers off is the 

problems that arise after they pick their new 

airbrush up for the second or third time, 

because it doesn’t seem to behave anymore. 

This can be frustrating and off-putting. 

Before you disconnect the airbrush from the air supply, 
you can flush most of the paint away. First, empty any 
spare paint out of the cup. Then, remove the cup and give 
it a wipe clean with a tissue or old cloth.

Now reattach the cup and fill with thinners to match 
the type of paint you were last using. Increase the air 
pressure to 30psi.

1

2

AIRBRUSH AIRBRUSH 
MAINTENANCE MAINTENANCE 

GUIDEGUIDE
Words & Photography: Michael Russell

Tired of your airbrush not performing as it should? A service and clean of its fragile 

internal components might be required, as Michael Russell demonstrates.

Likely, this is down to poor maintenance and 

a lack of understanding of how an airbrush 

works. This article will deal with the former.

There are three steps to successful airbrush 

use - keep it clean, keep it clean, keep it 

clean! The time to perform the cleaning 

is straight after a spraying session and by 

that I mean at the end of the day when you 

come to pack the airbrush away. I cannot 

emphasise enough the importance of 

cleaning the airbrush as soon as you have 

stopped using it, because dried paint is 

much more difficult to remove. If you’ve 

ever attempted to wash up after you left all 

the dishes from last night’s party then you’ll 

have some idea what I’m talking about! Deal 

with the issue in a pro-active fashion to ward 

off problems. Prevention is better than cure.

At the end of a 

spraying session
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Airbrush disassembly

Spray the airbrush onto some newspaper until the 
thinners comes out clean. Ensure that you are wearing 
your face mask for this operation, as usual.

Take the airbrush to a table where you can work more 
easily, preferably over a large tray to catch errant pieces.

You will find a nut that holds the needle in place and 
allows it to move with the trigger mechanism. Undo this 
and remove it.

This will reveal a nozzle cap. Unscrew this too.

Withdraw the needle by pulling on it away from the 
airbrush body. Be very careful to pull it in a straight line 
and don’t apply any lateral pressure or you'll bend the 
needle.

At the other end of the airbrush you'll find a needle cap. 
Unscrew this.

You should then be able to see the nozzle. Use the special tool supplied 
by the airbrush maker to remove this. Take care with this part because 
it is small and easily lost.

At the opposite end to the nozzle you will find a rear cover; this should unscrew.

Now place a finger over the end of the nozzle and spray. 
This will reverse flush your airbrush causing the air to 
exit via the thinners in the cup. Be careful not to splash 
yourself with thinners when doing this – you may wish to 
reduce the air pressure.

Now empty the cup of thinners, shut off the air supply by 
closing the regulator and disconnect the air line.

3

6

8

11

9 10

12

7

4 5
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PRACTICAL

Cleaning the parts

Wipe down the exterior of the airbrush and the exterior of the paint bowl. I always find 
that I get some overflow from the latter.

The needle should be cleaned by drawing it through your fingers from the thicker end to 
the tapered end. Be careful when handling this item. The end is sharp and easily bent.

13

14
You can perform all of the following cleaning steps using 
a paper towel or cloth (except where I have indicated 
otherwise) soaked in thinners to match the paint you last 
used.

The needle cap can be cleaned by drawing 
it over a corner of the cleaning material as 
though it were a napkin ring.

Remove any blanking plug that covers the hole opposite the paint bowl. You can fit the 
bowl on the right or left based on your preference.

Brush the nozzle cap with a hog’s hair brush 
and wipe clean. 

An ultrasonic cleaner can be used to clean the nozzle, but unless you can afford, or have 
access to, one of a decent quality, you might find the results disappointing. Alternatively, 
just swill the nozzle around in a solution of thinners to match the last paint you sprayed. 
Cellulose thinners can be used for really stubborn deposits.

Fit an air trigger to the end of your air-line and blow out 
any thinners left in the airbrush. Do this at a low pressure 
(circa 20psi). If you haven’t got this equipment, you can 
use compressed air in a spray can or an air blower as 
used to clean the sensors of SLR cameras.

Blow out the paint cup feed using the same compressed 
air source.

15

19

18

16

17

20
20

Take a pipette and dribble thinners through the airbrush. 
Do so through each orifice.
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Reassembly

Reassembly is a reversal of the disassembly stage. It is 
important to ensure the needle is fully home against its 
seating – check this by looking to see that it is poking out 
of the nozzle. Pull the trigger and ensure that the needle 
moves back with the action. If you use the airbrush when 
the needle isn’t fully home, paint can enter the body of 
the airbrush and lead to major issues.

21

useful tips

•  If you are changing paint you only need to perform 

the first stage ‘at the end of a spraying session’.

•  To avoid losing any parts during disassembly, 

use a small tray to hold the items as you remove 

them. Work over a large tray in case you 

accidentally drop anything.

•  If you bend the needle you have no hope of 

straightening it and your only option is to buy 

another. If you can’t afford airbrush 'downtime', 

keep a spare in stock.

•  Only use the manufacturer’s tools and never 

tighten more than hand tight.

•  I wouldn’t recommend using pipe cleaners or 

other rodding tools. It's too easy to scratch and 

damage surfaces or leave stray hairs behind 

which will foment the creation of blockages.

•  If you use an ultrasonic cleaner, to prevent 

damage, don’t use it to clean the air valve in the 

handle of the airbrush.

Conclusion
These instructions are for a double action 

Iwata airbrush, but you will find other 

airbrushes are very similar. Single action 

airbrushes are even simpler.

If you are about to start using your new 

airbrush, ensure that you implement this 

preventative maintenance regime from the 

outset, that way your airbrush will work as 

well as the first time you used it. 



LAYOUT FOCUS

Layout name: Depot Lane
Scale/gauge: 4mm:1ft / 1:76 scale / OO
Size: 4ft x 14in (plus 16in sector plate)
Era/region: 1970s - present / Multi-region
Location: Fictitious 
Layout type: Shed to Fiddleyard micro

Factfi le



OO gauge

A Class 24 awaits its next turn of duty, while a Class 31 is on the service road. 
25279 is about to depart, having delivered fuel to the storage tanks, which 

was made from two Parmesan cheese containers.

OO gauge

Matt Hines describes how a group of five friends joined 
forces to build this micro-layout on a kitchen table.

DEPOT LANE
Words: Matt Hines Photography: Andy York
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LAYOUT FOCUS

T
he idea for 'Depot Lane' was 

conceived in December of 2016, 

which was to be our first group 

project. We are all relatively experienced 

modellers and we have all built our own 

personal layouts and helped each other, 

but we had never built a joint project. We 

had many ideas spinning around for larger 

projects we could build, but first we decided 

to create a smaller layout and see if we could 

succeed in building something together, 

without strangling each other!

The design brief for 'Depot Lane' was 

simple - create a layout that would be fairly 

simple to construct and condensed in size, 

yet still be interesting for all of us to operate 

and the public to watch. We discussed many 

ideas and the key features that we wanted to 

include. Simon, our in-house design guru, 

took all these ideas and came up with the 

plan we have today. Five tracks containing 

a locomotive maintenance shed, fuel point 

and storage tracks, all fed from a single 

sector plate. A single point was also added 

to create a 'run around' loop, enabling us to 

shunt tank wagons delivering fuel and add a 

lot more interest to the layout.

Our 'club room' is actually Shaun's 

kitchen, with all of our modelling taking 

place at his kitchen table. This provided us 

with the first of a rather interesting group 

of design constraints for this project. Firstly, 

the layout had to fit onto the table. We also 

wanted it to be quick to set up so it will serve 

us well as a test track, but we also wanted it 

to be easily transportable so any of us could 

load the layout into the boot of our cars and 

take it home. The solution was simple - keep 

the layout to a single board including fiddle 

yard. When deciding on the length of this 

board, we actually started by measuring 

the kitchen table as this would play a major 

factor in determining the size of our layout. 

In the end we decided on a length of a little 

over 4ft and a depth of 14in.

The layout is purely DCC, but when 

we first designed and built the layout, we 

were all using different control systems. 

Since then we have acquired the same 

system, which is the Lenz Set 100. In terms 

of connecting the control system up to 

the layout we use a simple 'phono plug' 

commonly found in the music and video 

industries. We have all gone fully 'universal' 

with this plug with every person now using 

it. We even went as far as retrofitting them 

to our own personal layouts. Therefore, any 

club member can connect his own system 

to this layout, future layouts and indeed any 

other member's personal layout with ease. 

This means that we don't need to always 

have a particular member or his system 

present when operating the layout privately 

or at a show. It also creates a 'fail safe', so 

that should the system break down, another 

member's can be connected to the layout 

Two DRS Class 37s await fuelling, while a DRS Class 57 
departs after having been serviced.
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without having to alter wiring.

All of the stock found on the layout is 

diesel traction. However, 'Depot Lane' is 

multi-era, so we can run anything from 

1970s diesels onwards. Typically, a viewer 

will find common BR blue locomotives, 

such as Class 20s, Class 25s or Class 37s. 

In the modern setting, traction examples 

include, but are not limited to, Class 60s 

and Class 66s in EWS/DB Schenker liveries 

or anything DRS. However, because of 

our clever design, it's been filled with 

East Midlands Trains DMUs, Mark's RTC 

experimental stock, and at one point one 

of my HSTs made an appearance (yes, you 

read that right!). The greater majority of 

our stock is from Bachmann and Hornby. 

All of it is DCC-fitted and the greater 

majority is fitted with LegomanBiffo sounds. 

Weathering our stock is an on-going project. 

However, where possible we only try to run 

weathered items on 'Depot Lane'.

Layout design
All of the buildings and scenery are entirely 

scratch-built. The buildings were completed 

by myself (fuel point), Shaun (fuel tanks) 

and Simon (shed and water tower). When 

we designed the layout, we didn't want 

anything to tie the layout to a particular 

era, therefore we opted out of the typical 

industrial or retail park background and 

Depot Lane is multi-era so we can run 
anything from 1970s diesels onwards.
Depot Lane is multi-era so we can run 
anything from 1970s diesels onwards.
Depot Lane is multi-era so we can run Depot Lane is multi-era so we can run Depot Lane is multi-era so we can run 
anything from 1970s diesels onwards.

instead went for a retaining wall. This was 

constructed by Shaun using only scraps of 

Plastikard sheet he had lying around. Upon 

completion of the layout, everything was 

weathered by myself using an airbrush.

As previously mentioned, the layout can 

be easily running in any era without having 

to make any major changes to it. When 

changing era, all we have to do is swap a 

couple of road vehicles and obviously the 

stock. This actually allows us to change the 

era 'live' while continuously operating the 

layout at a show. Usually we will start the 
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WHAT IS THE 'MRPG'?

Model Rail Projects Group (or MRPG) is a small band of friends sharing a common 

interest in model railways. We are a private group, which means membership is by 

invitation only, consisting of five members. Simon, Shaun, Paul and I (Matt) are the 

founding members of the group and the builders of 'Depot Lane'. Last year we welcomed 

our fifth member, Mark, to our merry band. What we pride ourselves on is the fact that 

first and foremost we are friends, and this comes before any projects or club business, 

therefore we have no politics creating unnecessary drama. We meet every Monday, where 

we gather around Shaun's kitchen table and do our modelling. We share our own projects, 

drink tea, eat biscuits and just talk and have a laugh together. We have all been modelling 

for varying lengths of time, some much longer than others. But we all have our own skill 

sets we can bring to the table that enable us to learn from each other.

It's early evening and two East Midlands Class 153s await 
cleaning, servicing and fuelling ready for their duties.

day by running our BR Blue stock and, after 

a couple of hours, we change the stock over. 

After a few more hours, we swap back and 

the process begins again. That means that 

the audience at a show can view the layout 

several times in a day and see different stock 

every time! It is for this reason that we don't 

foresee any reason why this layout wouldn't 

meet our needs. Even if we retired it from 

the show circuit, it'll still fulfil our needs as a 

test track for many years to come.

Final thoughts
Without wanting to burst our own bubble, 

we are incredibly pleased with the layout. 

We have regularly discussed the layout and 

there's nothing that we would change or 

think we could have done better. We have 

had much positive feedback from followers 

on RMweb, the viewing public at shows 

and also personal visitors, so we must have 

done something right! What impresses us 

the most is how much detail, interest and 

operational fun we have managed to pack 

into such a small space! We believe our 

layout is a testament to micro layouts and 

inspirational to those with not much space 

to model in.
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A comprehensive group shot highlighting the depot maintenance 

shed, retaining wall and oil tank, alongside the water tower.
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Look after the pennies and the pounds will take care of themselves.

Howard Smith explores 10 steps to keep our hobby more wallet-friendly.

MODEL FOR LESS

SPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHT

E
veryone likes a bargain, right? When 

it comes to non-essential things, like 

our hobbies, it’s nice to know that we 

can keep these going and make our budget 

stretch further, even in an era of increasing 

prices.

The rising cost of model railways hasn’t 

gone unnoticed. Regularly, I receive emails 

from readers who bemoan the increase 

in price of RTR locomotives, coaches, 

wagons or scenic accessory items. It can’t 

be ignored by many, whose modelling skills 

haven’t reached their potential and rely on 

new accessory purchases to save building 

an equivalent kit. However, for the savvy 

modeller, there are many solutions to help 

reduce your annual modelling spend, and 

leave a few spare pennies to purchase that 

‘must-have’ new locomotive, coach, or 

wagon. Here are a few solutions to help make 

your annual modelling budget stretch just 

that little bit further.

Be a savvy shopper
Retailers are competitive with branded product names, though some more than 

others. It pays to do your research beforehand. Plan ahead, too – model auctions 

take place around the country on a regular basis. You don’t need to be present 

to bid – simply visit their websites to place your bid beforehand and/or bid on 

their websites during the auction as each lot comes up for sale. A glance at the 

advertisers' section of the magazine will highlight a few auctioneers. It pays to 

take a look at other larger online auction websites occasionally, too, such as 

eBay, where second-hand bargains are plentiful. 

Dig around
Many model shops have a good selection of products ‘front of house’, but I’ve 

been behind the scenes at many of these and there’s a wealth of second-hand 

bargains to be had. It’s often simply a case of asking and making an offer. From 

damaged, yet easily repairable second-hand items to ‘as-new’ older items of 

rolling stock or locomotives which have never been run, it’s often a treasure trove 

that waits to be uncovered, though more often than not, access to these can be 

restricted, so simply ask - you've nothing to lose. Don't forget to barter on price!

22
1
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33
Pre-order
‘If in doubt, leave it out’ goes 

the saying. But, if there’s a new 

limited-edition exclusive ready-to-

run item from a retailer or smaller 

manufacturer you really want, it’s 

often best to pre-order to receive 

a discount, these typically vary 

between 5 and 30%.

77
Substitute
Nothing quite beats a branded 

model paint for your models for 

authenticity of colour, but D.I.Y. 

stores are a good source for acrylic 

paint, particularly small test tubes 

that are useful for painting skies 

or ground terrain before grassing. 

Many a modeller has ballasted their 

track sidings with fine Chinchilla 

sand to represent ash ballast, or 

used fine twigs from the garden as 

a realistic base for a tree structure. 

It has even been known for dirt 

from the garden to be dried and 

sieved to make a fine terrain 

powder, all wallet-friendly options.  

4
Postage
Postage is often overlooked. We take it for granted, but if most of the 

purchases for your hobby are made online – as so many are – it pays to 

plan ahead to reduce those ‘last-minute’ small orders where postage soon 

accumulates. Planning ahead on a project allows you to place a larger more 

cost-effective order. If you’re struggling to make up those last few pounds 

on your order to qualify for free postage, think about adding modelling 

consumables such as glues, or non-perishable goods, such as solders or drill 

bits which are always useful to keep in stock.

5
Recycle
Nothing quite keeps costs as low as something that’s free. Ask around 

and it’s surprising how many people have something that’s surplus to their 

requirements. From left-over project off-cuts of plywood lingering in their 

garage or shed to older die-cast vehicles in their lofts, many are prepared to 

donate these if they see they can be of use to someone who’s enthusiastic.  66
Trade
You might be great at building 

wagons, but not so great at 

building baseboards. However, 

someone you know might be 

great at carpentry, but not such 

a dab hand at building kits. Many 

modellers build for each other on 

an exchange basis at comparable 

costs, particularly in clubs, and 

save money accordingly.

8
Be WISE
Does your small shunting plank layout require the latest DCC system, or 

would a more-affordable entry-level unit suffice? Is it wise to build a large 

layout? Some layouts cost significantly more than others, too, depending 

on how many buildings or kits you intend to build. Scratch-building keeps 

costs low and a largely-grassed landscape with little track won’t cost 

anywhere near as much as one with complex track, intricate infrastructure 

and large buildings - all quite obvious, really. Simply scale your ambitions to 

your budget.

Thin-out
We can hoard many things, some of which we believe 

might be useful ‘one day’. But can we remember every 

item we have saved for the time we’ll need to use it? 

Where rolling stock or locomotives are concerned, 

unless these have sentimental value, it might be worth 

selling to upgrade, or using the proceeds towards a 

new project. You can list these online, or, visit your 

local model shop and see if an offer can be made to 

put against a new item. 

10
Team up
The shared costs of building something in a group, 

particularly a large layout, make it more cost-

effective per head. The same applies to locomotives 

and rolling stock on a large layout, where members 

can pool stock resources to produce an impressive 

spectacle. Ploughing your own furrow with the 

purchase of locomotives and stock can be 

enjoyable if you have the funds, but don't ignore 

this option, particularly if you build many different 

layouts or change your stock regularly.

effective per head. The same applies to locomotives effective per head. The same applies to locomotives 



WARLEY 2019 
ROUND-UP

The UK's largest gathering of model railways, model manufacturers, 
trade stands, demonstrators and societies took place on
November 23-24. Howard Smith brings us the highlights.
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The Warley National 2019 show was busy, its the atmosphere brimming with excitement 

as new announcements were made from manufacturers and retailers alike. With many 

sample products on display and new announcements made, it can be difficult to 

remember who's producing what and when it's arriving - even if you went to the show! 

Here's a round-up...

Hornby
The manufacturer unveiled plans for five more 

liveries for its Class 66, ahead of its full 2020 

product announcement on January 6. New liveries 

include:

• (R3922) G&W/Freightliner 66623

• (R3923) /Ocean Network Express/66587

• (R3951) GBRf 66780/The Cemex Express/

• (R3950) GBRf/Belmond Royal Scotsman 66743

• (R3950A) GBRF/Belmond Royal Scotsman 66746

From its International brand, a manually-operated 

container loading crane from the Lima range 

was on-show, which retails with two HO scale 

containers. Partial assembly is required and 

we’re told it can be adapted to handle OO scale 

containers. Also seen on its stand was a model 

of the German railgun 'The Leopold', now re-

introduced under the Rivarossi umbrella.

Oxford Rail
Oxford Rail LNER J27 0-6-0. 

Decorated samples of the J27 were on show, 

expected to arrive mid-2020. Models will be 

supplied with a set of etched fire irons and fitted 

with three-link couplings. A 21-pin DCC decoder 

will fit in the tender, with provision for a ‘sugar 

cube’-style speaker. There will also be a DCC 

sound-fitted version.

BachmanN
Decorated samples of its MR/LMS 1P 0-4-4T 

locomotive were on show, and an early 3D print 

of its Quarry Hunslet in 009 was demonstrating 

progress. Joining this was an engineering prototype 

of its Class 319 for N gauge, V2 for OO gauge and 

a decorated sample of its GWR 94XX 0-6-0T.

Engineering Prototype of Bachmann V2.

Bachmann MR/LMS 1P 0-4-4T decorated samples.

Heljan O gauge Class 31/1 EP Heljan O gauge Class 33/0 EP

Accurascale
Announced was a four bogie, eight-axle KUA nuclear flask wagon, as used between Royal Navy nuclear 

submarine sites and Sellafield. CAD artwork for the models has neared completion and models are to be 

retailed as a twin-pack, with the option for a simple conversion to EM or P4 wheelsets.

A 3D-print of its Class 37/6 was displayed, alongside EPs of its forthcoming

‘Deltic’, PTA/JTA/JUA hoppers, plus 3D-prints of

its JSA coil wagons.

Heljan
A first working prototype of Heljan's second OO9 

gauge locomotive, the Lyton & Barnstaple 2-4-2 

'Lyn' was on display. Announced a year ago, tests 

have identified modifications required before the 

model proceeds to the decoration sample stage. 

Delivery is anticipated for Q3, 2020. On display 

was also an EP of its Mk. 1 coach with B4 bogies, 

decorated samples of its forthcoming newly-

tooled Class 33/0, plus EPs of its newly-tooled 

(refurbished) Class 31/1 and Class 117.

Read more

Visit:

www.wo
rld-of-

railways.
co.uk/ne

ws
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dapol
New O gauge buildings were announced, to be designed and moulded 

in the UK and released as kits. Several samples of its OO gauge GWR 

2-6-0 'Mogul' samples were on display, too.

HATTONS
On show were final decorated samples of its forthcoming Class 66 locomotive, 

read our review next month, expected to arrive December 2019/ January 2020. 

Seen right, a first look at its locomotive in Freightliner Powerhaul livery. Its O gauge 

A3 locomotives were also on display - read our review on page 104-105.

SONIC MODELS

rails of sheffield

KR MODELS

LOCOMOTION MODELS

Dapol OO gauge GWR 2-6-0 'Mogul' decorated samples, to be 

evaluated before being passed for production

Weathered sample of

Sonic Models’ N gauge GWR 56XX 0-6-2T, 

expected to arrive late 2019/early 2020.

REVOLUTION TRAINS
Samples of its N gauge KFA container flat (pictured), a decorated sample of its OO gauge IZA 

Cargowaggon twins for Kernow Model Rail Centre, an EP of its OO gauge TEA tank and a weathered 

sample of Sonic Models' forthcoming N gauge 56XX were on show.

First samples of the railcar were on display. The 

model will now be thoroughly checked over before 

being passed for manufacture.

A first working EP of its GT3 Gas Turbine 

locomotive was seen running.

Locomotion Models announced at the show an 

exclusive OO gauge commission of Great Western 

Railway 94XX Class 0-6-0T No. 9400 from 

Bachmann Europe Plc. PETITE PROPERTIES

Bratchell ModelsA couple of nice laser-cut kits have 

been released by Petite Properties for 

modellers in 2mm scale.

Little Acorns School is a tiny village 

school modelled in full so it can be sited 

facing in any direction. Itse workers' 

cottages are designed to be used at 

the back of a layout, so are modelled in 

low-relief. At under 15mm deep, they are 

perfect for a small space. 

EMU fans will be 

delighted to see 

Bratchell's latest 

announcement, 

the 319 in 1997 

Thameslink blue 

and yellow livery. 

E-mail orders are 

being accepted, with 

options to purchase the kit in ready-to-assemble format (without 

wheels). At additional cost, buyers can purchase a wheel pack, 

or upgrade to receive the model pre-assembled.
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Warley Show

Andy York and Phil Parker provide a ‘behind the scenes’ 

tour of the show ahead of its opening to the public.
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PRACTICAL

SKILL LEVEL 1 - BEGINNER

For two decades, these machines have worked a variety of trains. Jack Taylor shares a 

cost-effective method for converting Bachmann's model into the distinctive sub-class.  

D
irect Rail Services’ English 

Electric Type 2s never fail to turn 

heads because of their extensive 

modifications. By 1999, DRS had 15 

modified Class 20s on its books: 20301 to 

20315 inclusive. Modifications included 

external long-range fuel tanks, new WIPAC 

light clusters and reinforced cab windows. 

Eventually the fleet received DRS’ multiple 

working sockets, mounted in triangular 

fixtures that gave the locomotives their 

distinctive ‘noses’.

All locomotives gradually received the 

latest ‘Compass’ livery, though some were 

sold or scrapped before repainting. The last 

three active members of the fleet – 20302, 

20303 and 20305 – see use for a few months 

each year on the York-based RHTT (Rail 

Head Treatment Train) circuits; this year 

reportedly being their last. Many differences 

between locomotives exist, including 20303 

Max Joule 1958 – 1999, with one nameplate 

unusually residing on the cab front. 

This oddity persuaded me to model the 

locomotive in its current state.

For railway modellers, the main RTR 

manufacturers have been reluctant to 

produce the sub-class. This allowed 

accessory manufacturer Shawplan to 

develop an extensive range of etches to aid 

the modeller. 

After many years of wishlisting, 

Bachmann announced it will produce 

the Class 20/3 sub-class, 20 years since its 

introduction. In the meantime, Class 20 

models from Bachmann or Hornby can be 

acquired for little and combined with etched 

parts to produce distinctive models.

1

Words & Photography: Jack Taylor

MAKE MAKE A CLASS 20/3 A CLASS 20/3 

FROM FROM AN RTRAN RTR MODEL MODEL

HOW HOW TO...TO...

Any donor model from Hornby or Bachmann will do. 
Bachmann’s model is the most detailed, and this general 
release of 20217 in BR Blue livery was acquired second-
hand. The model can now be disassembled, carefully 
prizing out all removable details with a screwdriver.

TOP TIP:
Work in a well-ventilated space when using paints, 
glues, solvents or fillers to avoid breathing toxic 
fumes. Working outside is ideal, but a spare room 
with open windows is also suitable. Leave the 
model there overnight to allow full hardening/drying. 
An industry-grade respirator mask must also be 
used and fitted properly before spray painting.
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Modifications began by using a sharp craft knife. All 
raised detail on each end was removed, leaving a small 
amount of material for sanding smooth. Any recesses and 
holes were filled with Squadron Products White Putty, 
using an old screwdriver to spread the putty.

Pieces of styrene can also be superglued in larger holes, 
such as in the recess left by the nose end headcode 
panel. All bufferbeam detail (except coupling mount) 
was flattened to allow a blank canvas for new parts. The 
Bachmann roof grille surround was superglued in place 
to provide a base for the replacement.

A 400°C soldering iron was used to assemble the tanks. 
The area was cleaned before soldering using a glass 
fibre pen, ensuring a good joint. The amount of solder is 
irrelevant as it is inside the tank, but for external parts, 
superglue was applied with a cocktail stick.

The new roof grille mesh is extremely fine. It was 
positioned and held with Tamiya low-tack masking tape, 
then superglued around the edge. The frame was bent 
to shape with finger pressure, and once the curvature 
had been achieved, it was tacked in place using dots of 
superglue before gluing around the edge.

To mount the tanks, the near-cab grille was removed. 
This was done with a chisel-bladed craft knife, working 
cautiously to skim minimal material off with each pass, 
before sanding with abrasive paper.

All contact surfaces must be cleaned using 1200 grit 
abrasive and a fibre glass pen. A generous amount of 
superglue was used to bond the tanks, with less glue 
used to bond the Shawplan smaller height grille to the 
body. Refer to prototype photographs to ensure correct 
orientation.

One main external difference on the class 20/3s is the fuel tanks. Produced by Shawplan, the base had the rivet strip 
folded (Hold ‘N Fold tool), revealing two slots into which the side panels mount. This leaves two raised edges, which 
were removed with a fine needle file (left).

A Shawplan NRN aerial pod was modified by cutting off 
the strip of rivets (to mount to the cab roof) with a sharp 
pair of scissors. The etch can be folded up carefully using 
a ‘Hold 'n' Fold’ tool, then superglued together. Taking 
reference from prototype photographs aids correct 
assembly and positioning.

Next, the windows were squared and enlarged with 
a craft knife, followed by a square needle file. The 
Shawplan sizing guide must fit, as the etched window 
frames were then superglued. One cab door was also 
removed with a craft knife, to represent an open door.

Having hardened overnight, the filler/styrene can be 
sanded smooth. After careful rough filing, 240 grit 
abrasive was used, followed by 1200 grit to achieve a 
smooth surface. The model and surrounding area should 
then be cleaned thoroughly to avoid dust inhalation and 
surface contamination for further work.

2 3

9

5

10 11

8

6 7

4

Most parts removed from the locomotive during 
disassembly will be reused later or added to the 
spares box. It's important to keep parts safe when 
stored. An empty business card box, or handy tin 
lid as illustrated can keep parts safe on the often 
cluttered workbench.

TOP TIP:
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The working light clusters were created using 1mm 
copperclad sheet, the same shape as Shawplan’s light 
clusters. A knife was used to cut tracks and a pin vice/
drill used to create holes (right), then red and warm white 
0603/0402 size surface-mount diodes (SMDs) were 
soldered into the holes (left). The SMDs must share a 
positive common for DCC.

A strip of 0.5mm thick, 1mm wide styrene was glued 
to the cab, along with 3mm styrene multiple working 
sockets as per the prototype. A Shawplan cab aerial was 
assembled and added, then the light clusters received a 
coat of Humbrol matt black paint, applied with a brush, to 
prevent light bleed.

Light and even coats of primer can still 
show up minor flaws requiring a re-work 
and re-spray. Getting a perfect surface 
finish at this stage will avoid having to paint 
final colours more than once.

Enamelled copper wire (0.3mm) was soldered to each 
‘pad’ on each board. Before soldering, enamel was 
stripped off the ends of each wire using a knife. A small 
amount of solder was applied to the end of the wire, 
which was then fused to the board. Test each SMD with a 
small 3V cell battery before continuing.

After the wires have been soldered and the units tested, 
they can be mounted. This requires a hole to be drilled in 
the location of the cluster to allow the wires to be passed 
through. The clusters can then be superglued.

12

15

18

16

19

17

13 14

Light clusters were added to the nose end, using 
identical 0.5mm styrene pieces for support. Any gaps can 
be filled and sanded, and the clusters were painted black 
like the cab end. Buffers from Markits were added, using 
a 0.3mm styrene square to build up the Shawplan etched 
buffer back plates.

The areas to be painted yellow or red - warning panels 
(including tank ends) and bufferbeams - received a light 
mist of Halford's White Primer, giving a better base for 
the colour. Yellow panels were sprayed using Fiat Golden 
Yellow. Halford's rattle cans give a superior (automotive 
grade) high-gloss finish, ideal for transfers.

The cab end was primed separately to the body using 
a light coat of Halfords grey primer, revealing areas 
needing attention. Fine (1200 grit) abrasive was used, 
with the primer acting as filler for small scratches. More 
black paint was used, as light bleed from the SMDs 
persisted.



Using the same procedure, all major body colours were 
sprayed using Renault Royal Blue and Black. To mask the 
curves, the tape was stuck to the locomotive first then 
the profile marked out with pencil, before the tape was 
removed and the profile cut out using a craft knife.

Humbrol enamel and masking tape was used for the 
cab cant rail lining. Shawplan windscreen frames 
and ‘Laserglaze’ windows were attached with Deluxe 
Materials ‘Glue 'N' Glaze’ adhesive, while the nameplate 
was attached with 3mm double-sided tape and the 
original handrails were re-affixed with superglue. 1.5mm 
and 2mm fibre-optic cable was used for light lenses.

Transfers were from Railtec. Individual elements were cut 
using a craft knife then soaked in water until they floated 
free. They were placed with cocktail sticks and dried 
fully using cotton buds. A light coat of Humbrol gloss 
acrylic varnish was applied to the entire body after each 
application had fully dried.

The wires from the resistor boards at each end were 
soldered to a DCC 21-pin breakout board. For now, 
directional day headlight operation has been modelled. 
The wiring diagram for the LokSound V5 decoder (or any 
other decoder) used can be found on the manufacturer’s 
website.

Reassembly came next. New Hornby and Bachmann air 
pipes and screw couplings were superglued to the cab-
end bufferbeam whilst Shawplan twin arm windscreen 
wipers were glued with ‘Glue N Glaze’. Drivers from 
Modelu were glued into the cab, and all details (including 
bogies and wheels) were brush-painted with Humbrol 
enamels where appropriate.

Superglue was used to re-mount the original handrails, 
using a 0.7mm drill in a pin vice to open out the holes. 
Smaller Heljan air pipes and the original coupling hook 
were added in the same manner, which allows a tension 
lock coupling to rotate freely.

Directional day lighting was tested at both ends. 
Because each LED was wired separately to the 
resistor boards, fully independent lighting control 
will later be programmed - using the 10 powered 
function outputs (FOs) - into the Loksound V5.

For LEDs to operate safely, they each must pass through 
a 10KΩ resistor as they operate at a small voltage. This 
was achieved by soldering an 0603 size surface-mount 
resistor to Veroboard, with the input from the decoder on 
the right and output to the LEDs on the left.

Working from lighter colours to darker, VW Mars Red was 
sprayed next. Only the area to be sprayed was exposed 
using Tamiya masking tape and paper to mask the rest. 
Final coats must be properly applied with full coverage 
to all areas, including behind the light clusters, which are 
red too.

Two pairs of Shawplan’s etched WIPAC ‘IOo’ style light 
clusters were superglued to 0.3mm styrene to build them 
up, then sanded and drilled to match the etched profile. 
These were superglued to each end, then black details 
were hand-painted using Humbrol 33 enamel matt black.

21

24

23

26
27

29

28

25

20 22

Visit www.world-
of-railways.co.uk/techniques to read how to re-program decoder function outputs.
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LAYOUT FOCUS

Layout name: Castle Wharf Kendal
Scale/gauge: 4mm:1ft, 9mm gauge (OO9)
Size: 20ft x 11ft continuous run
Era/region: 1930s Kendal, Cumbria
Layout type: Terminus – fi ddle yard

Factfi le

An etched-brass kit build from a cottage industry spurred
Ian Kirkwood into his first narrow gauge layout adventure.

CASTLE
WHARF KENDAL

Words: Ian Kirkwood Photography: Phil Parker

H
aving built a standard gauge light 

railway layout in 3mm:1ft scale 

('Wray', described in BRM, August 

2002), I decided to try my hand at narrow 

gauge. At the Warley exhibition, I spotted 

the Backwoods Models' stand. Here were 

OO9 locomotives that really looked the 

part and apparently ran well. I came away 

from the stall somewhat poorer, but with 

a kit for a Barclay 0-4-0T in my hot sticky 

hand. Just for the fun of building it, you 

understand; I had no plans for a layout at 

this stage. The kit was a pleasure to build 

and the locomotive ran really well. So I built 

a second that went together equally well and 

was another reliable runner. I took them to 

a 3mm Society group meeting where they 

were much admired. Then I was contacted 

by one of the group who was organizing 

a small exhibition - could I bring my two 

locomotives and perhaps a layout as he had 

no narrow gauge layouts coming? I agreed 

Manning Wardle 0-6-2T made from a Backwoods kit 'takes on' water. The steamroller is entirely prototypical and was 
made from scratch for me by my son. Chaplow and Sons are still in business in Kendal. 



OO9 gauge

– and was then told the exhibition was just 

five weeks away! The layout was built in 

quite a rush.

Scenic work

A critical problem with small layouts is how 

to disguise the entry to the fiddle yard. I 

created a bank at the back of the layout with 

buildings on it, and a bridge under which 

trains disappear. This is quite effective 

and actually prototypical – Kendal is very 

hilly. The basic structure is card mesh 

made using a hot glue gun, topped with a 

layer of 'Sculptamold', which gives a strong 

and slightly rough surface, ideal for the 

application of ground foam and static grass.

The railway buildings are from a modified 

kit (engine shed) or Will’s sheets. On its first 

outing the layout had no other buildings. 

But I came across an article about a scheme 

to build a standard gauge light railway 

from Kendal south-eastwards via Kirkby 

Lonsdale to Arkholme on the Furness 

and Midland joint line, serving quarries 

and gunpowder mills and carrying coal 

and general merchandise to the scattered 
Passenger access to the station is through an archway under a building. This is very typical of Kendal. The Furness 

Railway seat with squirrels cast into the ends is an etch from the Cumbrian Railways Association.

The engine shed is built from a Wills garage kit. Kendal Castle can be seen on 
the hand-painted backscene.
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farming communities along the route. 

Colonel Stephens surveyed the route, but 

money was not forthcoming to build the 

line. A narrow gauge line would have been 

much cheaper, so my model is based on the 

northern terminus of such a line, in Kendal 

close to the Lancaster Canal basin. Kendal is 

a lovely town full of old buildings with lots 

of character. I really enjoy making buildings 

and all the non-railway ones are based on 

originals that are or were in Kendal. They 

are constructed of layers of card, with 

stonework embossed with a scriber, and 

painted in dilute artists' acrylics. Making 

the numerous chimney pots was a good 

introduction to modelling for my grandson. 

Rolling stock
I’m no expert on electrics and the layout is 

simple 12V DC, using hand-held controllers. 

Electrics have never been a problem - every 

running rail has its own separate feed. This 

means that for a small layout there are a 

great many wires! As I soldered them, I 

created a chart that will enable me to find 

faults easily. One great tip: I seldom clean 

the track, but before each operating session 

I rub each rail with an artist’s graphite stick, 

which greatly enhances pick-up. 

There are seven locomotives: more than 

I need but it’s wise to have a few spares at 

exhibitions. Most are kit-built. Carriage 

and wagon stock is almost all kit-built from 

Exhibition Criteria
The layout was designed very specifically for 

exhibition and is very seldom operated at home. It 

was built to a clear set of design criteria, based on 

my previous experience as an exhibitor. 

1.    Layout and equipment should fit in the back 

of my Ford Fiesta, leaving room in the front for 

the driver and one passenger. No need to hire 

a van: easier for me and cheaper for exhibition 

managers.

2.    Only one baseboard. Having no joints avoids 

alignment problems and reduces setting up 

time and increases your chances of being first 

out of the car park at the end of the show...

3.    This implies a terminus-fiddle yard arrangement, 

and so most of the operation would be 

essentially shunting, which might be a challenge 

in OO9. 

4.    The layout design and the trackplan should 

have features that sustain interest for the 

operator over an exhibition. The run-round loop 

is very short, and one siding faces the opposite 

way to the rest. 

5.    Operable by one person, from the rear.

6.    The layout would not have its own support 

structure but would stand on any suitable table 

(I have since changed my mind on this). 

7.    The baseboard must incorporate a shelf for 

mugs of tea – essential!

8.    Running must be reliable. 

9.    Ready-made (Peco crazy) track. 

10.  Automatic coupling and uncoupling using 

magnets.

11.  Buildings should be generic and from modified 

plastic kits. I was inspired by John Bruce’s 

excellent layout ‘Lower Peak Wharf’ 

12.  The trackplan would be based on the upper-

yard at Wantage on the Wantage Tramway.

13.  It would be a tramway and so stock would 

not have continuous brakes. This makes the 

handling of trains more complex (because of the 

need to move the brake to the rear of the train) 

and thus interesting. 

14.  Period would be approximate: mid-late 1930s; 

but I would not feel inhibited by this. It is my 

layout and I’ll run what I like on it!

I built the 20HP Simplex standing in the shed road from a Nigel Lawton kit, to prove that I could. The building in the 
background is a representation of Lowndes Mill, the original K’s Shoe factory.

A Hudswell Clarke diesel from a Backwoods kit shunts the yard. The gunpowder wagons are scratch-built from 
Plastikard. The mill has a fi ne selection of chimneys.
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OO9 gauge

About the Modeller
Now in my 70s, I 

have been keen on 

model railways since 

the age of two. My 

parents had a friend 

with a layout in his 

attic, and I was sat 

down in the middle of 

the floor while his pre-

War O Gauge electric 

trains raced round me 

with their headlamps 

gleaming. How exciting! I have been making models 

(and even finishing a few) since my teenage years 

and have passed my love of the hobby on to my 

son and grandson. 41 years in the Civil Service 

did not make me a model engineer, but over the 

years I have learned to solder. This really opened 

up model-making for me; but my approach to the 

hobby remains essentially artistic. 

brass or plastic, with just a few scratch-built 

wagons. Greenwich couplings are used 

throughout, operated by permanent magnets 

embedded in the track.

Final thoughts
You can never have enough hidden sidings, 

and I certainly don’t. It is difficult to get at 

the sector plate to make adjustments, but I 

am pleased with the way the exit from the 

layout is quite well hidden. In general, I 

am happy with the layout; the overall look 

seems to have captured something of the 

atmosphere of Kendal; and I was particularly 

thrilled to win the Reiner Hendrikson 

trophy at the big narrow-gauge exhibition at 

Swanley. The running is not at all bad for a 

small-scale shunting layout, and I can spend 

hours operating without losing interest. I 

still tweak the scenic details a bit, but I am 

not going to change it significantly.

The idea of this little line (the South 

Westmorland Light Railway) has a lot more 

mileage in it, and I might at some stage build 

one of the passing stations on the line. That 

would be a continuous run, which might 

have advantages. But my immediate focus 

is on a Furness Railway Branch terminus in 

3mm scale. And I’m rather attracted by the 

idea of battery-powered radio-controlled 

locomotives – a layout with no wiring and 

no pick-up problems has clear advantages!

A Peckett 0-4-0T from a very ancient Saltford Models shunts wagons down to the gunpowder store in a remote 
corner of the yard. The buildings above, based on real Kendal buildings, hide the sector plate. At exhibitions, the 
mangle provokes more interest than anything else!
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Andy York meets Simon George and his monumental Heaton Lodge 
Junction project for an update on how modellers will 

be able to see the layout.

BRITAIN’S 
BIGGEST MODEL 

RAILWAY

AY: Simon, you are now branding your 

180ft long O gauge project depicting 

Heaton Lodge Junction, a West Yorkshire 

junction of lines near Mirfield where the 

Huddersfield route diverges from the 

Calder Valley line as ‘Britain’s Biggest 

Model Railway’.

SG: Hopefully, yes, it really will be 

Britain’s biggest model railway. The reason 

for that is that I really want to turn the 

template for railway exhibitions on its 

head. So instead of visiting a model railway 

exhibition, I want to take this model 

directly to the public. From the end of 

2020, the intention is to position it outside 

various shopping malls up and down the 

country in its own marquee. It will only be 

on show during school holidays, so when 

the public are walking past it on the way 

to do some shopping, hopefully kids will 

be pulling their parents in asking to visit 

'Britain’s Biggest Model Railway'. At the 

same time hopefully getting new people 

interested in the hobby, which is another 

one of my passions.

AY: We are going through a time of 

increased exposure with the likes of 

Channel 5’s Great Model Railway Challenge 

and others stimulating an interest in 

creative hobbies. Model railways is possibly 

being viewed as a little less nerdy than 

it was 18 months ago. New people are 

showing an interest in what we do.

SG: Certainly, I think if you look at 

something like Miniatur Wunderland in 

Hamburg. To a modeller, it’s a huge train set 

with landscapes, towns and an airport that 

gets 400,000 visitors a year, each paying €15 

to go and see it. With Heaton Lodge being 

branded ‘Britain’s Biggest Model Railway’, 

hopefully the publicity surrounding that 

and it being positioned in locations where 

there’s a lot of people walking past, people 

will tempted to come in and see. 

AY: The name is as really big hook to 

catch people. This is worlds apart from 

INTERVIEW

BRM meets…
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a tatty model railway in a seaside town’s 

back street. For us, as modellers, there will 

be really something to see; this is proper 

top-notch modelling, not just shaking a few 

boxes to get something running around. 

SG: No, hopefully this will show people 

what level you can take it to if you really 

want to, they will then leave via a model 

shop with train sets and other products 

geared up to getting new people involved 

with the hobby. There needs to be some 

return on the investment, as this has been 

an expensive exercise as well as taking up 

an awful lot of time.

AY: There are so many aspects to this, 

skills-wise, that you have been through 

while building this layout and I know from 

the topic on RMweb that many people are 

keen to ask you “How did you do that?” 

So there is a lot you can communicate to 

visitors about the practical skills involved.

SG: Definitely, yes. As I said to you 

earlier, I'm not actually a railway modeller; 

this is the first layout I have built. I did 

tinker with model railways when I was 12 

or 13, but I haven’t really done anything 

since, and that kind of helped me in a 

way because I didn’t buy a book off a shelf 

and follow the same old processes and 

techniques to get to what you see here 

now. There are a lot of things I found out 

through trial and error and I like to utilise 

natural materials such as the dead leaves 

found around the layout, which are actually 

real leaves ground up, so there are lots of 

ways you can replicate various things to be 

found on the layout and I’m quite keen to 

pass on all those things as well. 
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INTERVIEW

AY: This project is about individual skills, 

it’s not a team of modellers or club; this is 

one man’s mad, but brilliant, project. It’s 

part of your youth, history and memories 

– a very personal project where you have 

brought those to life. 

SG: You’ve got it in a nutshell, that’s what 

I wanted to achieve. Even if it’s not a success 

on the public circuit, all the way through 

my retirement I’ve got a great model railway 

to play with.

AY: I’m sure there will be many people who 

are keen to come and see it and hopefully 

you can get the word out through wider 

channels as this really does merit the 

widest possible audience to show what can 

be achieved. You’re planning to have the 

layout, largely complete, at Warley show in 

2020; there are not many exhibition halls 

which are going to be able to fit this in are 

there?

SG: Exactly, so that’s why it’s only ever 

going to go to Warley show at the N.E.C., 

simply because that’s the only place big 

enough for it to go in. Once I was well into 

building the layout, I came up with the 

business plan of taking the model direct 

to the public - that’s why it’s going to be 

in its own marquee outside big shopping 

attractions.

AY: I remember certain attractions as a 

kid nearly 50 years ago, such as the model 

railway in the cellar at Alton Towers with 

a few black and white photographs as the 

only memory. It could well be, in 50 years’ 

time, people will say “Do you remember 

going to see Britain’s biggest model 

railway?” 

SG: I often wonder what would happen 

to the model in the distant future. It’s in 

its infancy at the moment and it’s not yet 

wholly finished, but when it is, a long time 

into the future, where would it end up? 

Who knows? 

The interesting thing is that back in the 

1960s, British Rail used to have two huge 

O gauge layouts that they used to take 

around the country during the period of 

transformation from steam to diesel or 

electric just to inform the general public 

the changes that were happening. So, I’m 

not the first person to have done this, I’ve 

just twisted the concept a bit and, instead of 

people coming to visit the layout, I want to 

take it straight to them.

Where is Heaton Lodge Junction?

Just west of Mirfield, in what used to be the West Riding of Yorkshire, two trans-Pennine main lines 

diverge. At Heaton Lodge Junction, westbound trains can take the Standedge Tunnel route via 

Huddersfield or head for the Calder Valley line.

It was at its busiest during the first half of the last century. It was also where the LNWR’s ‘New Line’ 

to Leeds began. Opened in 1900, it left the Huddersfield - Leeds line at Spen Valley Junction, about 

half a mile south of Heaton Lodge, before burrowing under the Calder Valley route in two short single 

line tunnels. Climbing steeply alongside the existing four tracks, it then headed for Leeds, crossing the 

Calder on a lattice girder bridge.

Traffic was heavy until the 1960s, when rationalisation began with the closure of the ‘New Line’ in 

1965. Five years later, BR embarked upon a full scale remodelling of the junction, removing two of the 

four Calder Valley lines, plus a further two heading to Huddersfield.

At around the same time, experimental LMS-installed speed signalling and semaphores were also 

replaced, together with Heaton Lodge Junction’s (originally LYR) signal box. Colour light signalling, 

including two large gantries, was then installed, all controlled from Healey Mills powerbox located 

about eight miles east.

The first mile or so of the ‘New Line’, including the underpass and Spen Valley Junction (now renamed 

Heaton Lodge South), were brought back into use. It was realigned to curve in the opposite direction 

and connect with the Calder Valley line. This, BR figured, reduced conflicting movements with heavy 

freight traffic to and from Lancashire by eliminating a flat crossing.

Class 56 diesel-electric locomotive number 56104 of Tinsley TMD approaches Heaton Lodge East Junction 
on the Up Slow line with a Healey Mills to Fiddlers Ferry MGR working – David Ingham



FREE TICKET
to The Festival of British 

Railway Modelling

When you subscribe to BRM

3 issues for £5

2 EASY WAYS TO SUBSCRIBE
ONLINE: www.brmm.ag/brmfeb20

CALL US: 01778 392002 (Quote: BRM/FEB20)

T
IC

K
E

T
 

T
IC

K
E

T

Terms and conditions: This offer is only available to UK subscribers and ends 31st January 2020.

After your 3 issues your rate changes to just £12.49 per quarter by Direct Debit.



❘ ❘ 

LAYOUT FOCUS

DIGITAL DIGITAL EDITION EDITION 

EXCLUSIVEEXCLUSIVE

BRITISH RAILWAY MODELLING

BRMTV
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MODELS TRAINS & ACCESSORIES - WE SELL ALL MAKES, MODELS & ACCESSORIES

T: 01327 439736 • M: 07961 757094 • E: jonathan@therailwayconductor.co.uk

www.therailwayconductor.co.uk
Unit 2, he Old Dairy Crat Centre, Upper Stowe, Nr Weedon of A5, Northamptonshire NN7 4SH

SHOP OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE PARKING
• Mon to Sat 10.30 - 17.00

• Sun 11.00 - 16.00

out of hours please call mobile thanks

WE STOCK 00, N, 0, 00-9 & G 

GAUGE.  TOP PRICES PAID FOR 

USED ITEMS, PLEASE CALL TO 

ARRANGE A VALUATION

We do repairs, Servicing & DCC Fitting.
We also build layouts to your speciications.



Get the experts on your side!

Warwick & Warwick Ltd., Chalon House, Scar Bank, 

Millers Road, Warwick  CV34 5DB  England

Tel: (01926) 499031   •   Fax: (01926) 491906

Email:  richard.beale@warwickandwarwick.com 

AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS

www.warwickandwarwick.com

/warwickauctions @warwickauctions

Selling your model railways?
Warwick and Warwick have an expanding requirement 

for early to modern collections of British and Foreign  

trains and train sets from large accumulations to  

items of individual value. Our customer base is  

increasing dramatically and we need an ever  

larger supply of quality material to keep pace with  

demand. The market has never been stronger  

and if you are considering the sale of your  

collection, now is the time to act.

FREE VALUATIONS - We will provide a free, professional 
valuation of your collection, without obligation on your part 
to proceed. Either we will make you a fair, binding private  
treaty offer, or we will recommend inclusion of your  
property in our next public auction.

FREE TRANSPORTATION - We can arrange insured 
transportation of your collection to our Warwick offices  
completely free of charge. If you decline our offer, we ask 
you to cover the return carriage costs only.

FREE VISITS - Visits by our valuers are possible anywhere 
in the country or abroad, in order to assess more valuable 
collections. Please phone for details.

ADVISORY DAYS - We have an ongoing programme of 
advisory days, in all regions of the United Kingdom, where 
you can meet us and discuss the sale of your collection.  
Visit our website for further details. We will be visiting the 
following towns within the next few weeks:

Ramsgate, Canterbury, Walsall, Skegness, Lincoln, 
Barnstaple, Exmouth, Rugby, Worksop, Nottingham, 
Bath, Weston Super Mare, High Wycombe, 
Wolverhampton, Newbury, Maidenhead, Blackpool and 
Stockport.

EXCELLENT PRICES - Because of the strength of our 
customer base we are in a position to offer prices that 
we feel sure will exceed your expectations.

ACT NOW - Telephone or email Richard Beale today 
with details of your property.
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Hone your winter modelling skills, or add to your winter-themed model railway with 
this action set from Busch. With two HO scale pre-painted injection-moulded figures 

and a set of pre-painted ladders, it presents an ideal diorama opportunity for your 
model railway. A twin-axle trailer with Zodiac boat and two lifebuoys are included, 

alongside a sheet of card with printed ice hole measuring 105x148mm.
Price: £16.90

W: www.goldenvalleyhobbies.com

NEW PRODUCTS
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Glaskasten, manufacturer of display cabinets for models, has entered the UK 
market. Its display cabinets are optionally LED-lit and modular. Its GK1L (lit) display 
case base module can accommodate eight trains, each of around 1.2m in length. 
It can be extended by adding one or more modules, to create a display wall for 
longer trains. Its GK2L consists of two GK1L modules side-by-side without an 
intermediate wall.
Price: GK1: €695.00, GK1L: €895.00, GK2L: €1,695.00

W: www.glaskasten.de

GLASKASTEN DISPLAY CABINETS

Wearing LNER garter blue, Hornby’s A4 is decorated as No. 4464 Bittern with 
commemorative plate, and paired with an ancillary water tender. In 2013, Bittern 
became the fastest steam locomotive in preservation, reaching 90mph on three 
historic runs to celebrate the world speed record set by Mallard. At present, the 
locomotive resides in a converted Margate warehouse adjacent to the Hornby 
Hobbies Visitor Centre. Presented in ‘One:One Collection’ packaging, Hornby’s 
locomotive correctly sports current style OHLE warning flashes, and is without 
valances.
Price: (RRP) £199.99  
W: www.hornby.com or see your local stockist

Designed for use with Dapol’s new range of Semaphore signals, Train-Tech’s new SC400 
Servo signal controller can power up to two servos – i.e. two single arms, or one double-arm 
in either OO or O scales. The unit has an integrated circuit, which allows Train-Tech’s mimic 
switches or track sensors to be connected, allowing automated operation of signals. Assign 

any DCC accessory address to the unit and run the two arms independently or together in 
Home-Distant pairs. A regulated power supply is integrated for a stable, safe voltage for the 

signals from track supply.
Price: £45.00 (SC4 without sensor inputs: £40.00)

W: www.dcpexpress.com

OO

OO

N

N

These diecast metal and plastic food trailers are ideal for placing on a car park, 
a busy street, a park or inside a model of your own exhibition hall! Choose 
from Bratwurst, Crêpes, Paella or Pizza in OO or N scales. The intricate-worded 
decorations with images add an instant point of interest and are ideal for creating 
a diorama. With the side windows left open, it’s an ideal opportunity to add a figure 
inside and a queue of hungry customers.
Price: (RRP) OO: £8.75 (each), N: £4.65 (each)
W: www.hornby.com or see your local stockist

HO GOLDEN VALLEY HOBBIES 

(7855) ICE RESCUE SET

DAPOL (SC400) 

SEMAPHORE 

SIGNAL 

CONTROLLER

OO

HORNBY INTERNATIONAL

FOOD TRAILERS

RK EDUCATION RKPSU V1
This 60mm x 20mm circuit board module has been designed to power model railway 

lighting systems and accessories. Simply connect a 12V DC power input to the plug 
or adjacent screw terminal and regulate the voltage output (1.2-11V, 1.5A max) to the 

opposite terminal block, using the onboard potentiometer. Variants on this model include 
its triple output PSU (RKPSU V3) and quadruple output PSU (RKPSU V4), each output being 

individually controllable.
Price: £1.99

W: www.rkeducation.co.uk

HORNBY LIMITED EDITION

LNER A4 NO. 4464 BITTERN
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Supplied with an oval of track, a siding to shunt wagons, an 0-4-0 steam-outline 
locomotive of generic industrial design, two wagons, a brake van, controller, 
trackmat and re-railing tool, this train set from Hornby is an ideal starting point 
in the hobby for the uninitiated railway enthusiast. The track supplied includes a 
point for shunting, ideal for this small industrial pick-up freight set. 
Price: (RRP) £89.99 
W: www.hornby.com or see your local stockist

Carrying Express Parcels blue and grey livery and the TOPS code NPV, Hornby’s 
four-wheel CCT has seen the application of a graffiti transfer and weathering, with 
number M94220. Suitable for Era 7 (1971-1986) if running in service, the model 
would ideally be placed in a siding if depicting a later date as graffiti became more 
commonplace on rolling stock.
Price: (RRP) £20.99
W: www.hornby.com or see your local stockist

This new station building kit is made from pre-coloured conservation-grade wood fibre 
board and designed to be accessible to younger modellers and those starting out in the 
hobby. The footprint of the kit measures 152mm x 51mm. Of a generic design, the kit 
uses tab and slot construction methods and can be further enhanced to add an internal 
ticket office, station master's office, waiting rooms or toilets.
Price: £9.99   
W: www.lcut.co.uk

Hornby’s Eurostar train set is a great way to make a start in the hobby. Nothing 
can beat the performance and elegance of this 300kph train as it travels through 
the Kent countryside heading for the Channel Tunnel and on to Paris or Brussels. 
The familiar grey and yellow livery has given way to the current scheme of steel 
blue and grey with yellow banding. Supplied with an oval of track with siding and 
transformer.
Price: (RRP) £139.99
W: www.hornby.com or see your local stockist

The latest ready-to-assemble model from Bratchell Models is a Class 319 in 1997 
Thameslink blue and yellow livery. One of the first members of the class to sport the 
livery 319368, carried it for almost eight years. The four-car unit is supplied without 
wheels. Options to upgrade the ready-to-assemble kit include a motor pack, wheel pack 
and/or ready-to-motorise service. Also available in Network South East livery. Visit its 
website for further details.
Price: £360, wheels, bearings and coupling pack: £72, assembly service: £72
W: www.bratchellmodels.com

PermaWay / Karlgarin Models has released injection-moulded ABS chairs suitable for O gauge 
rail. The standard S1 three screw or bolt plain line chair, four screw or bolt 'P' slide chair 

and four screw or bolt L1 bridge chair are included on a single sprue. Each pack contains 
200 right-hand and 200 left-hand S1 chairs and 50 each of the P and L1 chairs. Code 125 

bullhead rail is available separately as 10 x 1m lengths from Phoenix Precision or as 10 x 30in 
length packs from PermaWay / Karlgarin Models.

Price: Chairs: £25.00, Rail: £30.00 (1m lengths), £23.00 (30in lengths)
W: www.karlgarin.com or www.phoenix-paints.co.uk

PERMAWAY / KARLGARIN MODELS 
TRACK COMPONENTS

VISIT WWW.WORLD-OF-RAILWAYS.CO.UK FOR THE LATEST PRODUCT NEWS

HORNBY (R6919) NPV, WEATHERED WITH 

GRAFFITI

OO BRATCHELL MODELS CLASS 319 
READY-TO-ASSEMBLE KIT

O
OO

OO

HORNBY (R1228) INDUSTRIAL 

FREIGHT SET

LCUT CREATIVE
(J 00-01) STATION BUILDING KIT

HORNBY (R1176) 

EUROSTAR TRAIN SET

OO

OO
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Visit the Locomotion Museum Shop for:
All prices and offers 

are subject to change 
without notice

M O D E L S  F E AT U R E D
0 0  G A U G E

EXCLUSIVE MODELS

HERTFORDSHIRE RAIL TOURS
D6535 CLASS 33/1

IN BR BLUE CONDITION

EXPECTED
EARLY 2020

PRE-ORDER NOW!
DCC READY £149

ONLY £30 DEPOSIT 

The National Collection in Miniature

Built by the Birmingham Railway Carriage & Wagon Company it was delivered on the 10th December 1960 it entered 

service on British Railways Southern Region as D6535. It was renumbered 33116 on 31st December 1973 and was named 

‘Hertfordshire Rail Tours’ on 11th December 1993 at Weymouth station by John Farrow and Ian Kapur of Hertfordshire 

Rail Tours. The name was carried until April 1998. It was withdrawn from traffic in August 1998 and stored out of use 

at Old Oak Common until June 2003 when it was acquired for the National Collection. The National Railway Museum 

loaned it to the Great Central Railway in April 2005 where it has been located ever since and is available for traffic.

The Heljan model utilises existing tooling and will be produced DCC READY which requires the fitting of an 8PIN 

decoder into the socket provided. The model has working directional lighting, high intensity headlight, NEM coupling 

pockets, etched nameplates and sprung buffers.

Visit locomotionmodels.com our online store for details and more

Locomotion, Shildon DL4 2RE   Tel: 01904 685785

FIND US ON:
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• Fast, easy to use website!
• Clear live stock levels!
• Unbelievably fast dispatch!
• Legendary rapid low cost UK delivery!
• Free delivery on orders over £200!
• Award winning customer service!
• And now...

We constantly compare 
our prices to ensure that 
you get the best deal at 
Track-shack.com

www.track-shack.com

Tel: 0330 0885759 UK local rate call

Or visit us in-store at 

Units 4-8 Olive Court, Ramsey Road, 

Peel, Isle of Man IM5 1RH



www.brm-magazine.co.uk ❘ February 2020 ❘ BRM 103

CULCHETH MODEL RAILWAYS - WARRINGTON

LATEST ARRIVALS IN STOCK
Hornby R1233 Coca Cola Train Set ................................................................................................ £79.99

Hornby R3705 Rushton J Dewar & Sons Loco  ............................................................................. £79.99

Hornby R3738 LNER Flying Scotsman Twin Tender  ..................................................................£259.99

Hornby R3771 LNER Bittern 4464 Twin Tender  ..........................................................................£199.99

Hornby R6925TTS Vent Van Wagon with TTS Sound ...................................£39.99 *MEGA SELLER*

Hornby R3600TTS J36 NBR Maude Loco with TTS Sound  ............................................................£159

Hornby R3656 Class 87 Virgin Sir Winston ........................................................................................ £159

Hornby R3736 LNER Flying Scotsman - New Release  ....................................................................£199

Hornby R3742F DB Cargo Romania Class 92 .................................................................................... £99

Hornby R3758 Royal Class 47 799 Prince Henry  ...............................................................................£79

HARRY POTTER
Hornby R7235 Hogsmeade Footbridge  ......................................................................................... £34.99

Hornby R7236 Hogsmeade Platform 9 3/4  .................................................................................... £49.99

Hornby R7238 Hogsmeade Platform Pack  .................................................................................... £24.99

SKALEDALE
Hornby R9829 The Toy Shop  .......................................................................................................... £28.99

Hornby R9830 The Shoe Shop  ....................................................................................................... £28.99

Hornby R9832 The Restaurant  ....................................................................................................... £28.99

Hornby R9859 The General Store  .................................................................................................. £35.99

HORNBY OO GAUGE LOCOMOTIVES
Hornby ‘OO’ R2812x ‘First Great Western’ Class 43 Hst DCC Fitted 10 Car Hst !  ...................£849.50

Hornby ‘OO’ R3238 Sr Drummond 700 Class 0-6-0 E 695 DCC Sound & F/Firebox !  ............£274.50

Hornby ‘OO’ Gauge BR Green ‘Mallard’ 60022 Loco DCC Digital Sound Fitted !  ..........................£250

Hornby Legends ‘OO’ Gauge R2973 Lner Blue ‘Mallard‘ Class A4 Steam Loco Rb-4  ..................£250

Hornby ‘OO’ Gauge R3255 The Great Goodbye BR Class A4 Dwight D. Eisenhower Hc-1  ..£249.50

Hornby ‘OO’ Gauge R3682 BR Blue Princess Coronation Class Steam Loco Boxed Hc-4  ....£204.95

Hornby ‘OO’ Gauge R2683 Lms Black Caledonian Single Steam Loco 14010 Boxed 2000/2000 Hc-2  

...........................................................................................................................................................£189.50

Hornby ‘OO’ Gauge R3681 Lms Princess Coronation Class Steam Loco 6241 Boxed Hc-4 .  £184.00

Hornby ‘OO’ Gauge R3617 BR Green Rebuilt Merchant Navy Class Steam Loco Hc-4  ........£169.95

Hornby ‘OO’ R2988 ‘Brighton Belle 1969’ 2x Car Train Pack DCC Ready New Boxed  ...........£159.50

Hornby ‘OO’ Gauge R2618 BR 4-6-2 Britannia Class ‘Lord Rowallan’ Loco New Boxed ........£159.50

Hornby ‘OO’ R3310 BR West Country Class ‘Bude’ 34006 Late Crest New & Boxed  .............£149.50

Hornby ‘OO’ Gauge R3221 BR Duchess Of Sutherland & Support Coach DCC Fitted !  ........£149.50

Hornby ‘OO’ Gauge R3461 Lner 2-6-4t Thompson L1 In Green 67702 Loco *New* ! .............£134.50

Hornby Oo’ Gauge R3163 BR 4–6-0 Class B17/6 ‘Manchester United’ Steam Loco Hc-4  .....£134.50

Hornby ‘OO’ Gauge R2880 BR Black Class 9f Steam Loco No.92221 Boxed Hc-2  ...............£130.00

Hornby ‘OO’ Gauge R3226 BR Black 2-8-2t Class 72xx ‘7218’ Steam Locomotive  ................£129.50

Hornby ‘OO’ Gauge R2664 Lms 4-6-0 ‘The Royal Scot’ Class 7p DCC Digital Fitted !  ...........£129.50

Hornby ‘OO’ R3017 BR Patriot ‘Sir Herbert Walker Kcb’ Loco No.45535 New & Boxed  .........£129.50

Hornby ‘OO’ Gauge R3411 Sr Black S15 Class Steam Loco ‘827’ Boxed #162b Hc-1  ...........£129.50

Hornby ‘OO’ Gauge R3243 BR (Late) 2-6-0 Class K1 Locomotive 62024 New & Boxed  .......£120.00

Hornby ‘OO’ Gauge R3311 BR Green 4-4-0 Schools Class ‘Westminster’ Loco New  .............£119.50

Hornby ‘OO’ R3286tts BR Class 40 ‘Empress Of Canada’ D232 Tts DCC Digital Sound!  .......£119.50

Hornby ‘OO’ Gauge R2257 Lms Black 4-6-0 Class 5p5f 5055 Loco DCC Digital Fitted  ..........£119.50

Hornby ‘OO’ R2631x Lms 4-6-0 Royal Scot ‘The Green Howards’ DCC Digital Fitted  .............£119.50

Hornby ‘OO’ Gauge R3234 BR Black Class D16 ‘62530’ Steam Locomotive New  .................£109.50

Hornby ‘OO’ R2683 Lms 4-2-2 Caledonian Single Steam Loco Ltd Ed New Boxed  ...............£109.50

Hornby ‘OO’ Gauge R2224 Lms Fowler 2-6-4t Class 4p Tank Loco No.2311 Boxed Hc-1  .....£109.50

Hornby ‘OO’ Gauge R3162 British Railways 2-Bil ‘2134’ Emu Train Pack Boxed  ....................£109.50

Hornby ‘OO’ Gauge R3240 BR (Early) 0-6-0 Drummond 700 Class Loco New ...£101.50 **Bargain**

Hornby ‘OO’ Gauge R2228 Lms Black 2-8-0 Class 8f No.8510 Super Detail Loco Boxed  ....... £99.50

Hornby ‘OO’ Gauge R2249 Lms Class 8f ‘Weathered’ 8042 Black Loco Boxed  ........................ £99.50

Hornby ‘OO’ Gauge BR King Class ‘King Edward I’ Code 3 DCC Digital Fitted Loco  ................ £89.50 

**Bargain**

Hornby ‘OO’ Gauge R8211 ‘Rolling Road’ Test Track Locomotives *New Boxed*  ..................... £89.50

Hornby ‘OO’ R859 1973-75 BR Black 5 45158 ‘Glasgow Yeomanry’ Loco Mint & Boxed  ......... £89.50

Hornby ‘OO’ Gauge R3157 ‘County Of Flint’ 4-4-0 3826 Gwr Green New & Boxed  .................. £82.50

Triang Hornby ‘OO’ R754 ‘1967-70’ 0-4-4 M7 BR Black 30027 Inc Firebox Glow/Crew ............ £79.50

Hornby ‘OO’ Gauge Lner Green Flying Scotsman Steam Loco 4472 *Tts Sound* Gc7-5 **Unboxed**  

............................................................................................................................................................. £79.50

Hornby ‘OO’ Gauge R3528 Wc&Plr Terrier Tank Loco No.4 Boxed Hc-2 **Bargain**  ............... £73.60

Hornby ‘OO’ Gauge R2208 BR Green Patriot Class 5xp ‘Carnarvon’ Steam Loco Rb-4  .......... £69.50

BACHMANN OO GAUGE LOCOMOTIVES
Bachmann ‘OO’ 31-464 C Class A593 ‘Southern’ Lined Black DCC Digital Sound !  .....................£250

Bachmann ‘OO’ Gauge 32-431dc Class 24 077 BR Blue Loco With DCC Digital Sound !  ...........£250

Bachmann ‘OO’ 32-329 Class 25/2 BR Blue 25231 Weathered ‘Olivias DCC Sound’ !  ..........£249.50

Bachmann ‘OO’ Gauge 31-426a Sr Green 4cep Emu With Yellow Warning Panels Boxed  ...£249.50

Bachmann ‘OO’ Gauge 31-932 BR Black Midland Compound Steam Loco Boxed  ................£212.95

Bachmann ‘OO’ Gauge 31-380 Class 416 2epb Emu 6262 BR Blue/Grey Nse New Boxed  .£186.96

Bachmann ‘OO’ Gauge 31-210k BR Black Patriot Class Steam Loco 45506 Boxed #122 C/Club  ......

...........................................................................................................................................................£164.95

Bachmann ‘OO’ Gauge 32-280 BR Black Class K3 Steam Loco Boxed  ........................................£145

Bachmann ‘OO’ 32-066 Class 43 Warship Diesel BR Green Yellow Panel Pegasus D835  ....£139.95

Bachmann ‘OO’ Gauge 31-188 BR Green 4-6-0 Jubilee ‘Victoria’ Steam Loco *New* !  .........£138.45

Bachmann ‘OO’ Gauge 32-815 Class 47 Intercity Livery ‘Firfl y’ 47834 Boxed Gc6-2  ..............£139.50

Bachmann ‘OO’ Gauge 31-531 Class A2 Locomotive ‘Trimbush’ BR Lined Green Loco  ........£139.50

Bachmann ‘OO’ Gauge 32-165 N Class 31874 BR Lined Black Early Emblem Loco New  ....£131.71 

**Bargain**

Bachmann ‘OO’ Gauge 31-965 Class A4 60021 ‘Wild Swan’ BR Green Early Loco New  ......£129.50

Bachmann ‘OO’ 31-360z Class 03 03179 ‘Network South East’ Loco Limited Edition!  ...........£129.50

Bachmann ‘OO’ 32-952z Standard 4mt 76114 BR Black Late Crest New #477 Gc2-4  ...........£129.50

Bachmann 31-119 ‘OO’ Standard Class 4mt 75035 BR Lined Late Crest Weathered New  ....£119.50

Bachmann ‘OO’ 31-186 Jubilee 45587 ‘Baroda’ BR Green Late Crest DCC Ready Loco  ............£120

Bachmann ‘OO’ Gauge 32-976dc Class 66/9 66412 ‘Drs’ Livery Loco DCC Fitted New  .........£119.50

Bachmann ‘OO’ Gauge 31-318 Class J11 5317 Lner Black Steam Loco New & Boxed  ..........£119.50

Bachmann ‘OO’ Gauge 31-001 BR Black Robinson 04 Steam Loco 63601 Boxed #129  ............£119 

**Bargain**

Bachmann ‘OO’ 31-005 Robinson O4 3547 Lner Black Steam Loco New & Boxed !  £118 **Bargain**

Bachmann ‘OO’ 31-136dc Class D11 62677 ‘Edie Ochiltree’ BR Black Late Crest Loco  ..............£114 

**Bargain**

Bachmann ‘OO’ Gauge 31-615 Class V3 Tank 67690 BR Lined Black Early Emblem New  ....£110.46 

**Bargain**

Bachmann ‘OO’ Gauge 31-614 Class V3 Tank 67646 BR Lined Black Late Crest New  ..........£110.46 

**Bargain**

Bachmann 31-157 ‘OO’ Jubilee 5684 ‘Jutland’ Lms Crimson 4000 Gallon Tender Gc1-2 .......£109.50

Bachmann ‘OO’ Gauge 31-880 Class 4f 0-6-0 3851 Lms Black Loco DCC Ready New  ........£109.50

Bachmann ‘OO’ Gauge 31-462a C Class 31227 BR Black Early Emblem Loco New .............£106.21 

**Bargain**

Bachmann ‘OO’ 31-476 Class G2 9449 Lms Black Without Tender Back Cab DCC Ready  .... £99.50

Bachmann ‘OO’ Gauge 32-875 Fairburn Tank 2691 Lms Black Loco  ......................................... £95.00

Bachmann ‘OO’ Gauge 32-276 BR Lined Black Class K3 Steam Loco 61932 Boxed  .............. £89.50

Bachmann ‘OO’ Gauge 32-277 BR Lined Black Class K3 Steam Loco 61949 Boxed  .............. £79.50

Bachmann ‘OO’ Gauge 32-179 BR Lined Black Crab Steam Loco Weathered 42942 Gc6-1..  £79.50

Bachmann ‘OO’ 31-282 BR Green P/Boiler Scot Steam Loco 46151 Weathered Gc2-4  .......... £79.50

N GAUGE LOCOMOTIVES
Graham Farish ‘N’ Gauge 371-454 Br Green Cl 37/0 Diesel Loco D6827 Boxed Gc3-4 *DCC Sound*  

...........................................................................................................................................................£329.50

Dapol ‘N’ Gauge 2d-009-002 Class 121 Br Blue / Grey DCC Digital Sound Loco Boxed *DCC Sound*  

...........................................................................................................................................................£299.50

Graham Farish ‘N’ Gauge 372-625 Ivatt Class 2mt 46521 Br Green Late Crest Loco *DCC Sound*  ..

...........................................................................................................................................................£299.50

Hobbtrain H2840 ‘N’ Gauge Kpev Eg 514 Electric Loco I New & Boxed #178  ...............................£225

Graham Farish N Gauge 372-386 Br Green Class A2 60537 Bachelors Button Loco  ............£169.95

Graham Farish ‘N’ 372-387 Class A2 ‘Sun Chariot’ Steam Loco Boxed *DCC Fitted*  ............£169.50

Dapol ‘N’ Gauge Nd116dd Arriva Trains Wales Class 142 Dmu *DCC Fitted* Gc5-4  ..............£161.05

Graham Farish ‘N’ 372-312 Merchant Navy Class 35028 ‘Clan Line’ Br Green Late  ...............£159.50

Graham Farish ‘N’ Gauge Br Standard 4mt Class Tank Loco No.80038 Boxed #661w  ..........£149.50

Minitrix ‘N’ Gauge Br Black 2-6-0 Ivatt Class Steam Loco No.46428 Boxed Gc4-3  .................£149.50

Dapol ‘N’ 2s-017-003d Britannia Br E/Crest ‘Apollo’ Steam Loco 70015 Boxed  .......................£144.50

Dapol N Gauge 2d-022-009 Cl68 Transpenine Express Diesel Loco 68019 Boxed Gc5-4  ..........£141

Dapol ‘N’ Gauge 2d-022-010 Drs Plain Blue Class 68 Diesel Loco 68026 Boxed Gc5-4  ..............£141

Arnold ‘N’ Gauge Hn2175 Br 185 Db Schenker Epoche V1 Electric Loco Boxed  ....................£139.50

Dapol ‘N’ Gauge Nd116c Northern Spirit Class 142 Pacer Boxed  .............................................£135.50

Dapol ‘N’ Gauge Nd116e ‘Tyne & Wear’ Class 142 Pacer Boxed Gc5-4  ..................................£135.50

Graham Farish ‘N’ Gauge 371-087 Class 25/2 25245 Br Blue Diesel Loco New  ...........................£125

Graham Farish ‘N’ Gauge 371-383a ‘Db Schenker’ Class 66 101 Diesel Loco New  .....................£125

Graham Farish ‘N’ 372-626 Ivatt Class 2mt 2-6-0 46440 Br Black Early Emblem Loco  ................£125

Dapol ‘N’ 2d-015-001 Br Green With Whiskers Class 122 Diesel Loco Boxed Gc5-3 .............  £124.50

Graham Farish ‘N’ Gauge 371-036 London Underground Class 20 Diesel Loco Gc3-4  ..........£119.95

Culcheth Model Railways, CPS Shopping Centre, Common Lane, Culcheth, Warrington, WA3 4EH NORTH WEST MODEL SHOP

Mon Tue Thu Fri 9:30am - 5pm 

Sat 9:30am - 4pm 

(Closed Wed & Sun)

Call: 01925 899959 Email: info@culchethmodelrailways.co.uk 
Website: www.holdercollectables.co.uk / www.culchethmodelrailways.co.uk

We buy & sell
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HATTON'S
A3 'PACIFIC'

Words and Photography: Andy York

H
attons production of ready-to-run 

O gauge A3 'Pacific' is an admirable 

project bringing a top-link steam 

express locomotive to market for a similar 

price as we may expect a mass-market 

diesel. It’s certainly impressive when you’ve 

removed the model from its protective 

packaging and wooden plinth which secures 

it well in transit, and take the time to admire 

the vast array of fine detail. O gauge steam 

locomotives have long been dominated by 

metal-bodied products, but the economies 

of injection-moulded plastic have been 

employed to bring a beautiful-looking 

model to the shelf at reasonable price and 

Hattons has worked in consort with Heljan 

to produce this model in addition to its 

forthcoming A4. Although the bodywork 

components are plastic, there is plenty of 

metal within the chassis construction and 

weighting in the boiler to ensure that this 

model has the mass and performance to 

tackle what is likely to be expected of it on a 

layout.

VARIANTS

Hattons has sought to cover the full life of 

the locomotive class from their introduction 

in July 1927 when modified from the LNER 

A1 Class through to Flying Scotsman in 

current preserved guise under National 

Railway Museum ownership. The models 

that cover the early life are presented in 

LNER lined green and are available as No. 

2750 Papyrus when it achieved its speed 

record for non-streamlined locomotives in 

1935 and unnumbered models with corridor 

and non-corridor tenders. The wartime 

black austerity livery models include No. 

2745 Captain Cuttle and unnumbered 

versions with the two tender types. The 

early British Railways express blue period is 

covered by No. 60072 Sunstar as reviewed 

and two unnumbered models with the 

different tender types. No. 60035 Windsor 

Lad represents the BR green with early 

emblem era with similarly unnumbered 

variants. The late crest period from 1958 

to revenue-earning withdrawal includes 

No. 60077 The White Knight and the 

unnumbered versions. The story concludes 

with Flying Scotsman in late crest BR green 

numbered 60103 with a corridor tender as 

currently operated.

THE MODEL

Our review sample is No. 60072 Sunstar, 

which was built in A1 form in 1924 at 

Doncaster, rebuilt in 1941 as an A3 and 

withdrawn in October 1962. The model 

wears the eye-catching British Railways 

express blue livery it sported from August 

1949 to June 1952.
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datafile

BASICS

The model is substantial and weighty 

at 2.27kg and features a wealth of detail 

including chemically-blackened O gauge 

finescale wheels, separately fitted and 

blackened handrails, screw-link couplings 

and pipes fitted to front bufferbeams, 

dummy buckeye coupling and separate 

buckeye coupling for the corridor tender 

bufferbeam, and a fully detailed and painted 

cab interior. Attention to variations is 

covered with the correct chimney variant 

for livery/locomotive, turned brass whistles, 

open frames beneath the boiler with 

cosmetic inside valve gear, a sprung front 

bogie, water scoop and sprung buffers. 

Further separately fitted parts are evident 

with the smokebox door dart, separately 

fitted oil lubricators, etched shed plate 

and separately fitted smokebox door 

numberplate where applicable, turned brass 

safety valves, separately fitted drain cocks, 

fluted ‘stamped’ connecting rods and etched 

brass name plates where applicable. 

The lack of visible daylight above the 

front bogie is commendable. As models 

are available in single and double chimney 

variants, it's evident that the bore of the 

chimney doesn't extend into the smokebox - 

something the modeller could benefit from 

drilling out to improve the looks.

The density of paint finish overall is 

good with clear white and black lining 

sound from the right end of the locomotive. 

The connector between locomotive and 

tender is a six-pin plug and socket electrical 

connection and a rigid bar with two 

positioning holes dependent upon layout 

track radii. While underneath the model, it 

can be observed that the rear Cartazzi axle 

arrangement has rigid sides and an axle 

frame that not only pivots, but has plenty of 

lateral movement, so should be able to work 

over fairly tight curves. The front pony truck 

is pivoted with a spring over its leading axle 

to reduce the likelihood of it lifting over 

pointwork. Electrical pick-up is from the 

driving wheels and the tender wheels.

It is evident Hattons development team 

and research assistants have put a lot of work 

into this model, which has turned out very 

well indeed and we look forward to the A4 

which will be arriving in 2020.

Manufacturer: Heljan

Catalogue refs: H7-A3-004

RRP: £750

Gauge/scale: 31.75mm gauge, 1:43 scale 

O

Era: 3-9

Company/Operator: LNER/BR(E) 

Weight: 2270g

Body: Plastic

Chassis: Die-cast metal and plastic

Miniumum Curve Radius: 2 (3ft 5in)

Couplings: Screwlink

Accessories: Tender brake rigging, coal 

load and footplate fall-plate

and faultless lettering and numbering. Oil 

lubricators are nicely picked out in metallic 

shades, as is the firebox backhead detail.

The model is driven by a five-pole motor 

and a large brass flywheel aiding smooth 

performance inside the locomotive boiler 

with geared drive to the rear driving axle. 

Hattons specified that this model should 

have brass gears, which should remove an 

Achilles' Heel where nylon gears can suffer 

under heavy workloads. Some users have 

reported issues with the valve gear, but 

Hattons has responded that it is happy to 

rectify or replace any so affected on delivery.

Hattons has shown a video of the A3 

models under test on Pete Waterman’s 

‘Leamington Spa’ layout hauling 11-coach 

trains of kit-built carriages, so I have no 

reason to doubt the efficacy of its haulage 

capabilities.

Removal of the tender body with two 

screws is straightforward for access to fit a 

decoder in the socket. The removal of the 

locomotive body is a little more unnerving 

with the removal of two screws and then 

lifting the smokebox and boiler up. This 

disengages the gearbox from the chassis 

gearing, as the motor, gearbox and flywheel 

remains within the boiler. Re-seating this 

and getting the gears to mesh again proved a 

little problematic. 

For DCC provision, the tender body 

removes with screw terminals for fitting. 

The tender includes a speaker enclosure area 

with a Loksound L decoder socket. Space 

has been provided inside the smokebox 

beneath the chimney for a speaker to get the 
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Words & Photography: Tony Wright

HELJAN
CLASS 50

W
ith its near-30 years’ service life 

on BR, the English Electric Class 

50s have always been popular 

with enthusiasts and certainly popular as 

models in all scales, and this impressive 

offering from Heljan in O gauge should 

prove to be extremely well-received. It is a 

very fine piece indeed!

Introduced in 1967/’68, these impressive 

Type 4s were derived from the prototype 

2,700hp DP2, though they were very 

different in appearance. DP2 could be 

mistaken for a 'Deltic', especially when it was 

painted in two-tone green, but certainly not 

the 50s. A lot of the insides were different 

as well. How long DP2 would have lasted 

alongside the Class 50s we shall never know, 

because it was wrecked at Thirsk at the end 

of July 1967 and subsequently scrapped. 

The class was originally leased from 

EE, and only the first two were fitted for 

multiple working to begin with. However, as 

the rest were so equipped, working mainly in 

pairs, the 50s’ top jobs were on the WCML 

north of Crewe hauling the Anglo-Scottish 

expresses to/from Glasgow. With 5,400hp 

on tap when double-heading, and 100mph 

capabilities, they were able to accelerate the 

services until full electrification of the route 

took place in the early-‘70s. 

Originally numbered in the D4XX series 

(after 1968, the ‘D’ prefix was dropped, there 

being no steam locomotives on BR by then), 

they became numbered 50XXX after TOPS 

was introduced, by which time they were 

transferred to the Western Region. 

The original livery was plain blue (as on 

the model), but later (as 50s) the large logo 

BR livery was adopted, with large numbers. 

By this time the class sported names of 

famous warships (apart from the celebrity, 

GWR green-liveried Sir Edward Elgar), 

carrying on the tradition from the original 

WR hydraulics. With the introduction of 

Network South East, several members of the 

class were painted in the rather garish style 

of that operator (with variations). At least 

one received the ‘Dutch’-style colour scheme 

of yellow/grey for freight work. 

They were familiar all over the WR lines 

of the time, as well as working over some 

MR routes, and, famously on the Waterloo-

Exeter road, where they proved very 

popular. 

The last three soldiered on into 1994, 

when they were taken out of service. The 

life of the class had been increased by a 

full-refurbishment programme at Doncaster 

(where the class was latterly maintained) 

between 1979 and 1983, which dramatically 

increased the availability, but by the 

1990s they were surplus to requirements. 

Amazingly, no fewer than 18 examples have 

been preserved, and can be seen on hire or 

on railtours around the country to this day. 

And, so to the model, and what a model 

it is! It appears to match the principal 

dimensions of the drawings at my disposal 

and is representative of a class member 

Lower bodyside lifting eyes, a diesel fuel gauge and 
louvres elevate side detail. Cast bogies which differ from 
those of fabricated design on Class 37s are also correct. 
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datafile

BASICS

Manufacturer: Heljan

CATALOGUE REF:

HJ4020

RRP: £699.00

Scale/gauge: 7mm:1ft, O

Era: 1979-1984

Company/Operator: BR Western Region

Weight: 2376g

Body: Plastic

Chassis: Metal 

Miniumum Curve Radius: 4ft

Wheel Profile: GOG fi ne standard

Couplings: Sprung screw-link

showing evidence of being refurbished, with 

side and roof detail alterations from the 

originals. It’s supplied anonymous, and as a 

refurbished example should be named. With 

the BR arrows at only one end each side, it’s 

certainly post its existence on the WCML. 

Numbers or nameplates can be sourced from 

a variety of specialist retailers, though some 

retailers will fit these to models for a small 

fee upon your request. As a refurbished 

example, it would be more suitably liveried 

in large logo condition or in NSE guise. 

The centrally-mounted front headlamp and 

plated-over four character train description 

panel (with two white dots) confirms its 

refurbished identity. 

The standard of finish and attention to 

detail is exemplary. Regarding the latter, it’s 

astonishing in some cases. Handbrake chains 

and a speedometer are present on the bogies, 

and the ends are a mass of separately-applied 

fittings. Sprung drawhooks are fitted as 

standard, and the buffers are sprung as well. 

The latter items even have the strengthening 

ribs to their rears, but be careful. Despite 

having keyways (I assume) to prevent the 

oval buffers from revolving, they can twist 

a little, making the appearance of them 

slightly odd. The ‘parallelogram’ windscreen 

wipers are beautifully observed. Full cab 

detail is included, but, strangely, there are no 

electric warning flashes present. These too 

can be fitted to the model by the purchaser, 

matching photographic evidence, if desired. 

Not having extensive O gauge facilities 

to thoroughly test this heavy beast, I can 

only comment that on my test track it was 

extremely quiet and responsive. Given its 

great weight as well, I’m sure it’ll easily haul 

the likes of the ‘Jumbo’ trains (up to 15 

coaches-long) the real things hauled on the 

WR after they were refurbished. It’s powered 

by two powerful motors (more ‘engines’ 

than the original!), and it’s recommended 

that at least a 5A supply be used (it worked 

fine with my ancient H&M ‘Clipper’, which 

isn't 5A). For those who wish to use DCC, 

the facility for it is designed with screw 

terminals for ease of installation. A high-

power decoder is recommended such as 

the ESU LokPilot V5 XL or LokSound V5 

XL. There’s certainly room for a big speaker 

inside the fuel tanks. The instructions 

inform us that ‘DCC can also be configured 

to give constant illumination/brightness 

of the headcode panel and tail lights’ using 

the switches underneath. More details are 

available on Heljan’s website. 

Looking at the instructions, I found 

the positions for the body removal screws 

incomprehensible, so left well alone. The 

body will need removing, of course, for 

DCC-installation, but I’ll leave that to those 

who know what they’re doing! If the body is 

removed from the chassis, the ETH cables 

must be disconnected at each end. 

There’s a separate pack containing small 

snowploughs, should the purchaser wish to 

fit these.

All in all, a quite beautiful model, and one 

which I’m sure will sell well. I photographed 

the class throughout its life and wrote a 

bookazine about the Class 50s for Irwell 

Press, (ISBN: 978-1-911262-05-3) should 

anyone be interested. The most difficult part 

after taking the photographs and writing this 

review was re-attaching the model by three 

screws to its wooden transportation plinth. 

That and lifting its hernia-inducing weight! 
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DAPOL
SIGNALS

Words and Photography: Howard Smith

I 
recall aged six, operating the O gauge 

layout, ‘Todmorden’ at the town’s hall. 

Its signals weren’t operational at its 

first outing, but this wasn’t overlooked by a 

gentleman with a broad Yorkshire accent, 

who exclaimed with a look of amazement 

“The’s just SPAD!... Signal passed at danger. 

Call y’self a railway modeller?” With that, 

he turned and left. If only Dapol’s simple 

plug and play solution for semaphore signals 

existed in the 1990s.

Though quite unlike a new RTR 

locomotive or item of rolling stock, I felt 

it necessary to review these ready-to-

use signals in a similar manner – their 

availability will be widespread from Dapol’s 

numerous stockists, plus, they have working 

parts and operate!

Mechanical signalling has operated on 

the British railway network for more than 

180 years. In varying forms of design, they 

replaced flag or hand signals and evolved 

with safety standard improvements and 

increasing line speeds. Though slowly 

displaced by colour light signals from their 

introduction in the 1920s, the final bastions 

of BR-design semaphore signals can still be 

found in sporadic use on some secondary 

and branch line routes around our railway 

network.

For the many
Often the preserve of experienced 

modellers with the ability to assemble 

an etched brass kit and motorise it, 

working semaphore signals are seldom 

seen on layouts, whether located at 

home or on the exhibition circuit. 

With LED technology, manufacturers 

have developed working colour light 

signals more easily, yet shied away 

from working semaphore signals 

which often require more complex 

motorisation and this, in a ‘one size 

doesn’t fit all’ manner, where numerous 

styles and their positioning on a model 

railway can vary.

Dapol’s signals have everything included 

and it has chosen a cunning solution to 

operate these – small servos. These rotary 

actuators are seldom used en-masse by 

model railway builders. Stall-action slow-

speed point motors are preferred by the 

majority of modellers seeking operation of 

their accessories at more realistic speeds, 

but with the use of servo motors, Dapol can 

control its accessories more precisely. Where 

long-distance signals are concerned, that 

means the prototypical 'bounce' occasionally 

seen (meaning slack in the operating cable) 

is replicated.

Installing one of these signals simply 

requires a 15mm diameter hole to be drilled 

in the baseboard. The signal base has a screw 

thread that allows it to be secured to the 

layout by a plastic nut in a semi-permanent 

manner, thus, a signal can be removed or 

replaced, if required, with little fuss. 

Clip and play
Dapol’s 55 x 41 x 60mm control unit clips 

to the underside of each signal. It has two 

internal levers that work on each of the 

single-effect actuators. The unit isn’t overly 

compact to fit underneath potentially 

congested baseboards, but take into account 

that it houses two servomotors, and a circuit 

board which allows for the fine tuning of 

the servos and it’s a good package. Most 

importantly, it works reliably and isn't 

'Heath Robinson'. 

Dapol’s signal solution can be powered 

from a 14V AC or 9-12V DC source. For 

the purposes of review, I used a simple 9V 

PP3 type battery and plugged the signal 

control switches (supplied) into the switch 

inputs. The switches are supplied with a 

30cm length of cable. Dapol is to retail 
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datafile

BASICS

Manufacturer: Dapol

CATALOGUE REFS:

(7L-001-001) O gauge GWR Home square 

post

(4L-001-005) OO gauge GWR right-hand 

junction signal

RRP: £32.50 - £64.95

Gauge/scale: 1:76 scale (OO) and 1:43 

scale (O)

Era: 3-9

Company/Operator: GWR/SR/British Rail 

extension wires for these if you wish to 

locate your switches further away from your 

signals - on a control panel, for instance. 

The manufacturer has been keen to make 

use of plugs as much as possible, and only 

the power input wires require the use of a 

soldering iron.

Scaling up
Available in home and distant versions in 

single arm, or two-arm iterations for OO 

and O scales covering the GWR and SR, the 

signals are intricate, yet solid. More region-

specific styles are being planned by Dapol, 

and its O gauge signal is only available as 

a two-arm variant. A warm white LED is 

constantly-powered and shines through 

either the red lens for a ‘stop’ or blue lens, 

which turns green with the yellow of the 

LED to make a ‘go’ – just like the prototypes 

on which these are modelled. 

Though first available from 2013, Dapol 

has enhanced the operation and ease of 

these signals with the ‘clip-on’ control unit, 

supplied with each signal and configured 

to be scale and application-specific for 

throw and number of signals. The signal 

bounce can be removed by adjusting the two 

variable dials to the underside of the control 

unit, if desired.

Careful design
At 108mm in height, its GWR right-hand 

junction signal with two arms is the most-

detailed ready-to-use operational bracket 

signal on the market and its 153mm-tall O 

gauge GWR square post signal is equally 

impressive. The method of transmitting 

motion to the arms is achieved through a 

combination of black-painted levers and pre-

bent wire through hoops. They’re strong, yet 

discreet, and painting the wire rods black 

would further assist in their realism, though 

avoid applying too much as the wire must be 

able to move freely through the hoops. 

Comparing the signal with photographs of 

the prototype, they appear very convincing. 

Further enhancements by modellers could 

see the weathering of these often-dirty items 

with a selection of soot and rust stains to the 

areas representing metal components.

The metal ladders and wire hand 

rails elevate the quality of the signals to 

something akin to an etched-brass kit, and 

the finials atop the posts are authentic. The 

frames around the lenses are slightly too 

thick, but this is because of the limitations 

with tooling and the strength required to 

combination of black-painted levers and pre-

hold them in place. It doesn’t detract from 

their overall excellence and you’ll be able 

to read how these signals can be automated 

with Train-Tech’s new DCC signal controller 

in BRM, soon.

Signals are installed on the layout, then the control 
units are clipped underneath; the three contacts ensure 
electricity flows.

A sizeable plastic nut holds the signals in-situ on layouts. 
These can be easily removed for maintenance, if desired.

Signals are lit, providing 
a pleasant glow on 
9V power. 14V AC or 
9-12V DC power is also 
acceptable.
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Howard Smith tests Dapol's new semaphore signals in 

the BRM office ahead of their review
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RAPIDO
'GUY ARAB' BUS

Words & Photography: Andy York

datafile

BASICS

Manufacturer: Rapido Trains

CATALOGUE REFS:

710xx Standard Edition - £39.95

715xx Deluxe Editions - £49.95

Gauge/scale: 1:76 scale OO

Era: 4 to 7

Company/Operator: Birmingham City 

Transport & West Midlands Passenger 

Transport Executive 

Weight: 138g

Body and chassis: Plastic and Die-cast 

metal

T
o know why Rapido Trains has 

produced an iconic Birmingham 

bus you have to know about Jason 

Shron, Rapido’s founder, and his history. His 

student days were spent around the west 

of Birmingham and, with a love of buses in 

general, he set out on a personal mission to 

make a model bus to the same standards as 

the manufacturer's railway products.

The Guy Arab ‘New Look’ Birmingham 

buses first went into service in 1950 in the 

city’s dark blue and cream livery using a 

chassis from a variety of manufacturers, 

but with coachwork built by Guy Motors 

in Wolverhampton. A long-lived classic 

open-platformed double-decker, the buses 

saw transition into the paler blue and cream 

livery of the West Midlands Passenger 

Transport Executive in the early 1970s, as 

shown in our review model.

I was very quick to put my name down 

for one as soon as 

they were announced 

and have followed 

the development of 

the model closely. 

It represents a step 

change in standards 

of a product that is of 

use to many railway 

modellers. I’d say 

half of the layouts at 

exhibitions feature a 

bus somewhere and, 

until now, they have 

usually been die-

cast offerings. This 

Rapido model sets 

new standards with 

injection-moulded 

body components 

with accurate weld 

lines, extrusion strips 

and rivets based on laser 

scans of the prototype bus at 

Wythall Transport Museum.

The interior is beautifully modelled with 

no intruding assembly screw pillars. The 

downstairs ‘posh’ seats feature moquette 

transfers to represent the fabric, while 

upstairs they are a plain, dark-brown, 

vinyl. The rear platform area is worthy of 

close examination with separate metal wire 

handrails and a grab pole with spectacular 

printing on the used ticket bin on the 

platform. The front axle and wheels are 

posable to give more natural positioning on 

the road with good-looking rubber tyres.

The decoration is to the standard we are 

used to in the model railway world, which is 

a step up from thick glossy paints on die-cast 

models. The printing of lettering and design 

elements is excellent, with the window 

ventilators picked out in a metallic silver 

in a similar fashion to what we are used to 

seeing on railway carriages. The model is 

available with eight different destinations 

and registrations in the BCT livery and three 

different ones in the 1970s WMPTE guise.

Each model is available as standard for 

£39.95 or as a deluxe version with working 

lights for £49.95. The kit version has LED 

lights to the roof of the lower and upper 

decks and working headlamps that give 

a pleasant, if probably ineffective on the 

road, glow; but that’s how they were! The 

destination blind also has a dim glow. A 

separate power supply is required to attach 

to the two wires under the chassis. A 12V 

DC supply is recommended but I found 

a 9V battery was perfectly adequate and 

I’d probably utilise an old variable DC 

controller to match the layout lighting. The 

lighting can be turned on and off easily 

while the model is in position on the layout 

with the aid of the included magnetic wand, 

which can be passed over a reed switch on 

the offside flank of the vehicle.

Distribution of the model in the UK is by 

Rails of Sheffield and all of the models are 

available to purchase on its website. It’s great 

to see products of this standard and I look 

forward to seeing further models - West 

Midlands-based of course!



THE NORTH’S PREMIER MODEL

RAILWAY SHOW

To B� k - www.model-railway-shows.co.uk | 0844 581 9900

Terms & Conditions: Calls are charged at 7p per minute, plus your phone company’s access charge.  Fee applies for postal tickets. E-Tickets are free of charge.

SAT 10AM - 5PM & SUNDAY 10AM - 4:30PM

ADVANCED TICKET HOLDERS 9:30AM EARLY ENTRY

FREE PARKING OR SHUTTLE BUS | DONCASTER RACECOURSE, DN2 6BB

Presents...

DISCOVER SHOP
√ 30-HANDPICKED BRITISH LAYOUTS

IN MAJOR SCALES, GAUGES AND ERAS 

√ EXPERT DEMONSTRATIONS

√ 80+ TRADERS / SOCIETIES

√ STOCK UP ON ESSENTIALS FOR YOUR HOBBY

√ LOOK OUT FOR COLLECTABLES, PRE-OWNED 

ITEMS, TOOLS, BOOKS & MORE!

Adult: £9.00 |  Children(5+): £5.00BOOK

&SAVE!
SUBSCRIBERS

£8.00
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Rapido Bus

Jason Shron, owner of Rapido Trains and creator of its 

model bus takes us on a guided tour of a real ‘Guy Arab’ 

bus.
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CALL 01756 701451 OR 07799 554491

WANTED

ELLIS CLARK TRAINS

Unit 1 Toller Cour t
Shor tbank Road, Skipton
North Yorkshire BD23 2HG

ellisclarktrains.com

01756 701451
ellis@ellisclarktrains.com

LOOKING TO SELL

YOUR COLLECTION?

WE HIGHLY VALUE YOUR MODELS

w Full/part collections purchased
w No need for a list - we travel and view/collect
w Everything purchased - railways, die-cast & Railwayana
w All gauges and ages, including continental & US
w Upfront payment by cash, bank transfer or cheque
w Vast experience in purchasing large collections
w Friendly and professional service
w Specialised interest in 7mm O gauge

GET IN TOUCH

CONTACT ELLIS OR ALBERT

O GAUGE &
VISIT

LARGER 

our

SHOWROOM

gauge



NEW BOOKS as reviewed by Tony Wright

AN ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF BRITISH BRIDGES, by David McFetrich, Pen and Sword.
A couple this month from this prolific publishing house, and this first one is an absolute stunner. 
With more than a million bridges in the realm, the author has compiled 1,600 separate entries 
covering over 2,000 different structures. There are over 150 entries explaining (in great detail) 
about the different types of bridges, a splendid (and educative) glossary of terms, and, among 
many other fascinating facts, British bridges which are record-holders. All of this is lavishly-
illustrated on good quality, semi-gloss stock. It’s not all about railway bridges of course, 
though the significant ones are well-described. It’s arranged alphabetically in a very logical 
format, so readers should be able to find what they’re looking for with ease. I’m not sure that 
the description ‘man’s mastery over nature’ is entirely correct. In my own area of study, the 
disastrous floods in the Borders in 1948, which washed away many ECML bridges suggests a 
different interpretation, but the fact that many of the bridges described are hundreds of years 
old suggests that they’re (literally) long-standing. From the earliest pack-horse bridge, through 
to the mighty Victorian structures and on to the most-modern, this is a wonderful read. For 
railway model engineers, it should prove invaluable. Perhaps in future we’ll see fewer model 
bridges that would just collapse had they been built in reality! Highly recommended, though 
the price might be a barrier for some.

Price: £60.00 W: www.pen-and-sword.co.uk

AN ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF BRITISH BRIDGES, 
A couple this month from this prolific publishing house, and this first one is an absolute stunner. 
With more than a million bridges in the realm, the author has compiled 1,600 separate entries 
covering over 2,000 different structures. There are over 150 entries explaining (in great detail) 
about the different types of bridges, a splendid (and educative) glossary of terms, and, among 
many other fascinating facts, British bridges which are record-holders. All of this is lavishly-
illustrated on good quality, semi-gloss stock. It’s not all about railway bridges of course, 
though the significant ones are well-described. It’s arranged alphabetically in a very logical 
format, so readers should be able to find what they’re looking for with ease. I’m not sure that 
the description ‘man’s mastery over nature’ is entirely correct. In my own area of study, the 
disastrous floods in the Borders in 1948, which washed away many ECML bridges suggests a 
different interpretation, but the fact that many of the bridges described are hundreds of years 
old suggests that they’re (literally) long-standing. From the earliest pack-horse bridge, through 
to the mighty Victorian structures and on to the most-modern, this is a wonderful read. For 
railway model engineers, it should prove invaluable. Perhaps in future we’ll see fewer model 
bridges that would just collapse had they been built in reality! Highly recommended, though 
the price might be a barrier for some.

Price  £60.00 

THE ARCHITECTURE AND INFRASTRUCTURE OF BRITAIN’S RAILWAYS, WEST MIDLANDS, WALES 
AND THE WEST, by Patrick Bennett, Amberley.

Two more to describe from Amberley this month, this one featuring exactly what it says in the title. 
Naturally, because of the small format (A5, 96 pages) and the vast geographical area covered, it 

can only be a snapshot in the form of many all-colour images showing examples of stations, goods 
facilities, signalling (signal boxes and signalling, of which there are some wonderful examples – talk 

about ancient and modern in the top picture on page 77!), signage and many ancillary structures. 
Though the shots are of no great antiquity, many of them now are historic. Structures built by the 

GWR and the L&NWR naturally predominate, though there are others, especially the Welsh Valley 
companies and the L&SWR for instance. Much of what’s illustrated has already changed or gone, or 

is due to be gone soon (particularly signals), so this book should have appeal to modellers, especially 
those who depict non-steam subjects, though there is interest in it for all in my view. 

Recommended.

Price: £14.99 W: www.amberley-books.com

THE ARCHITECTURE AND INFRASTRUCTURE OF BRITAIN’S RAILWAYS, WEST MIDLANDS, WALES 

Two more to describe from Amberley this month, this one featuring exactly what it says in the title. 

can only be a snapshot in the form of many all-colour images showing examples of stations, goods 
facilities, signalling (signal boxes and signalling, of which there are some wonderful examples – talk 

GWR and the L&NWR naturally predominate, though there are others, especially the Welsh Valley 
companies and the L&SWR for instance. Much of what’s illustrated has already changed or gone, or 

is due to be gone soon (particularly signals), so this book should have appeal to modellers, especially 

STEAM ON THE EASTERN & MIDLAND, A NEW GLIMPSE OF THE 1950S AND 1960S, by David 
Knapman, Pen and Sword. 
This is the companion volume to the author’s Steam on the Southern and Western and it follows a very 
similar format; basically sections grouped geographically. There is a problem with this straight away because 
the likes of York and Darlington were never in the Eastern Region in the period depicted by the book. 
They were in the North Eastern Region, a separate entity (with tangerine BR signs as opposed to ER dark 
blue) until years later – a difference acknowledged by the writer in his descriptions of Ripon. It’s a very 
personal account, and makes entertaining reading, though some of the captions could do with expanding, 
and not all are entirely accurate. For instance, the train shown on page 44 has no Thompson carriages in 
it. The leading vehicle (which has confused the author) is a Gresley ex-Tourist BTO. We’re shown which 
cameras the author used, which accounts for the less-than-sharp images in some cases. In fact, the general 
reproduction is not generally up to the normal, very high-standard of this publisher, though most of 
the images are crisp enough to be of help to railway modellers, particularly those (like me) who build 
locomotives. There are some interesting ancillary scenes as well, and it should make its way on to several 
modellers’ shelves. There’s also an interesting book by Pen and Sword describing the ‘Railway Haters’; those opposed to 
railways, from the earliest times to the present day.   

Price: £25.00 W: www.pen-and-sword.co.uk

similar format; basically sections grouped geographically. There is a problem with this straight away because 

They were in the North Eastern Region, a separate entity (with tangerine BR signs as opposed to ER dark 

personal account, and makes entertaining reading, though some of the captions could do with expanding, 
and not all are entirely accurate. For instance, the train shown on page 44 has no Thompson carriages in 

cameras the author used, which accounts for the less-than-sharp images in some cases. In fact, the general 
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GWR LOCOMOTIVES THE HALL CLASS, by Allen Jackson, Amberley.
This is a useful little volume in the usual Amberley style, this one describing the GWR’s most 
ubiquitous (among many) 4-6-0 Class. Derived from the ‘Saint’ Class, two cylinder type, 328 
examples were built by the GWR and BR (the latter all modified ‘Halls’) and saw service all over 
the GWR and BR Western Region lines which permitted their weight (red route). Though mainly 
pictorial (in both B&W and colour), there is a useful class history, along with several technical 
details, work patterns and tables. The photographic range is from GWR days, throughout BR days 
and into preservation (several examples are preserved and some have been donors to new-build 
projects). To both modellers and railway historians alike, it should be of value, especially at the 
price and should prove to be a natural complement to those much more detailed histories by 
other publishers – the books of the Halls by Irwell, for instance. Recommended. There are also 
other books in the usual format on Industrial railways and old Edinburgh trams from Amberley 
of interest this month, but, as usual, lack of space precludes full reviews.

Price: £14.99 W: www.amberley-books.com

examples were built by the GWR and BR (the latter all modified ‘Halls’) and saw service all over 
the GWR and BR Western Region lines which permitted their weight (red route). Though mainly 

details, work patterns and tables. The photographic range is from GWR days, throughout BR days 
and into preservation (several examples are preserved and some have been donors to new-build 

other books in the usual format on Industrial railways and old Edinburgh trams from Amberley 

THE BOOK OF THE IVATT CLASS 2 2-6-0S 46400-46527, by John Jennison, Irwell Press.
This is the latest in the definitive ‘book of ’ series by this specialist publisher, and is fully up to 
the usual high standards expected. It follows the typical format in its 360 pages of providing 
a comprehensive history, developments, descriptions of ‘Devil in the detail’, workings, 
geographical spread, right through to two pages on every single member of the 128-strong 
class, all beautifully-presented on high-quality gloss stock. It really is not only a visual treat, 
but as well-researched a book on a locomotive class as any I’ve ever read. The author has an 
established pedigree in that respect. Because the majority of the class was built in BR days 
(from 46420 onwards) by Crewe, Darlington and Swindon Works, naturally most of the 
illustrations show the locos at work on British Railways. Though ‘only’ printed in B&W, livery 
variations are clearly visible, including the Swindon green painting, despite being mixed 
traffic locos. For anyone contemplating building a model of this popular class (seven are 
preserved), this book is invaluable; as it is to all students of locomotive history, whatever their 
personal preferences. Entirely recommended and exceptional value for money.

Price: £29.99 W: www.irwellpress.com

by John Jennison, Irwell Press.
This is the latest in the definitive ‘book of ’ series by this specialist publisher, and is fully up to 
the usual high standards expected. It follows the typical format in its 360 pages of providing 

geographical spread, right through to two pages on every single member of the 128-strong 
class, all beautifully-presented on high-quality gloss stock. It really is not only a visual treat, 
but as well-researched a book on a locomotive class as any I’ve ever read. The author has an 

illustrations show the locos at work on British Railways. Though ‘only’ printed in B&W, livery 

preserved), this book is invaluable; as it is to all students of locomotive history, whatever their 

THE WORLD THE RAILWAYS MADE, by Nicholas Faith, Head of Zeus.
This softback represents outstanding value for money in its 422 pages. It is an epic read and, for 

once, is not a history of the making of railways. It’s a comprehensive account of how the railways 
affected our world, and no other form of transport has been so revolutionary in that respect. 

Ever since the dawn of man until the coming of the railways for public transport (the Stockton & 
Darlington in 1825), the fastest a human being had ever travelled was on horseback, and that was 

limited by the quality of the steed. Then, in less than a generation, average speeds of 30/40 mph 
and even up to a mile a minute became commonplace. The story is very well-told, in an entirely 

unsentimental way. In fact, the author considers too many railway books to be awash with nostalgia 
(of which, I admit, I’m guilty at times); this is far more hard-headed! Out of my own personal 

interest (being an ex-art teacher), I found the descriptions of how the railways affected painting 
of particular enjoyment. Most of the account concerns the world’s railway building of the 19th 

Century, though more recent developments are considered as well. In fact, the book finishes with 
a most-optimistic picture of today’s railways. The social upheaval brought about by the building 

of railways was unprecedented in world history – including the allowing of ‘drunkards’ to expand 
their boundaries into genteel seaside towns! Queen Victoria never went to Brighton again! By 

definition, I’ve had to speed read this to meet this deadline, but it’ll be my Christmas reading for 
sure. One question; did the younger Stephenson change the spelling of his name to Stevenson for 

some reason (description of his picture on page 14)? Thoroughly-recommended.

Price: £9.99 W: www.headofzeus.com

unsentimental way. In fact, the author considers too many railway books to be awash with nostalgia 
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A LARGE VARIETY OF NEW PLASTIC KITS,

MANY NOW SOUGHT AFTER

Also paints, glue, K&S metals, 

Deluxe Materials glues

Evergreen, Balsawood etc.
Gaugemaster Controls DC & DCC and Accessories

Roco & Peco 009 & H0e - Locos, wagons, track etc.

Also stocks Heljan and Dapol O Gauge.

COMPLETE RANGE OF PECO TRACK

G, O, OO inc Bullhead and N GAUGES

Oxford Diecast 20% Discount off SRP

Pennine Models
at Haworth

Wednesday to Sunday 11am - 5pm

33/35 Mill Hey, Haworth, Keighley BD22 8NQ

Tel. 01535 670249

penninemodels@gmail.com

     Visit us on 
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7/9 High Street, Eastleigh, Hants, SO50 5LB

email: info@acmodelseastleigh.co.uk

Tel: 02380 610100           www.acmodelseastleigh.co.uk

Your one stop shop for the model enthuisiast 

selling new and secondhand Model Trains, 

Slotcars, Radio Control, Warhammer Diecast etc. 

Visit our shop for all your modelling needs.

Open 9-5 except for Wednesdays & Sundays.

Both shops are closed on Wednesdays and Sundays

Gift vouchers available

Radio Control Department, Spares Department 

and Games Workshop now at No.7 

www.acmodelsspares.co.uk
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EVENT DIARY ❘ FEBRUARY 2020

 CONTACT US

DIARY DATES are now ONLINE!

 

www.brmm.ag/brmevents

WEBSITE
Enter your event on our website

www.world-of-railways.co.uk

Closing date for the 

Spring issue is 3rd 

February

120

EXHIBITIONS

JANUARY 25 - 26 

Southampton Model Railway Society 

Exhibition

Barton Peveril College, Chestnut Avenue, 

Eastleigh, Hampshire SO50 5ZA

Opening Times:  Saturday 1000 - 1700, 

Sunday 1000 - 1630

Prices:  Adults £8.00, Concessions £8.00, 

Children £1.00, Family £17.00 

W: www.

southamptonmodelrailwaysociety.

wordpress.com

FEBRUARY 1 - 2 

Stafford Railway Circle - Model 

Railway Exhibition

Stafford County Showground, Weston 

Road, Stafford, Staffordshire ST18 0BD

Opening Times: Saturday 1000 - 1700, 

Sunday 1000 - 1630

Prices: Adults £10.00

T: 01785 211992

FEBRUARY 15 

Tonbridge Model Railway Club - 39th 

Annual Model Railway Exhibition

The Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF

Prices: Adults £6.00, Children (10 – 16) 

£1.00, Children under 10 FREE.

T: Roy Prentice 01892 527199 

W: www.tonbridgemrc.com

FEBRUARY 29 - MARCH 1 

Lincoln & District Model Railway Club 

- General Exhibition 2020

Lady Eastwood Pavilion, Newark 

Showground, Drove Lane, Newark,

Nottinghamshire NG24 2NY

Opening Times: 

Saturday (0930) 1000 - 1700 

Sunday (0930) 1000 - 1630

Prices: Adults £8.00 Children £4.00 

Family £20.00

T: 07961 060930

W: www.ladmrc.wixsite.com/ladmrc

TRAIN & TOY FAIRS

JANUARY 18

Ludlow - Toy Fairs 

Ludlow Racecourse, Bromfield, Ludlow, 

Shropshire SY8 2BT

Opening Times:1030 - 1400

Prices: £2.00

T: 01270 652773 Tony Oakes

JANUARY 26

Barry Stockton Toy & Train 

Collector’s Fair 

Exhibition Centre, Haydock Park 

Racecourse, WA12 0HQ, (M6 J23 - 1 mile)

Opening Times: Sunday 1030 - 1400

Prices: Adults £3.00 Children 50p

T: 01513343362 Barry Stockton

FEBRUARY 1

Ray Heard Train & Toy Fair - Exeter

Exeter Matford Centre, 

Matford Park Road

Matford Business Park, 

Marsh Barton Trading Estate, Exeter, 

Devon EX2 8FD

Opening Times: Saturday 1000 - 1530

Prices: £3.00

T: 01823 480097

Jim Corr – Toy & Train Fair 

Gateshead International Stadium, 

Neilson Road, Gateshead, NE10 0EF

Opening Times: Sunday 1100 - 1500

Prices: Adults £3.00, 

Seniors & Under 16s £2.00, 

Early entry Adult & Senior £5.00, 

Under 16s £3.00

T: 07504 035955

FEBRUARY 8

Chester - Toy Fairs 

The Cheshire County Sports Club, 

Plas Newton Lane, Upton, 

Chester, CH2 1PR

Opening Times: 1030 - 1400

Prices: £2.00

T: 01270 652773 Tony Oakes

FEBRUARY 13

Train & Toy Collector’s Fair, Theydon 

Bois Village Hall, Coppice Row (B172), 

Theydon Bois, Nr Epping, Essex CM16 

7ER. Close to M25 J26 & M11 J5.

Opening Times: 1900 - 2100

Prices: £1 T: Joe Lock 07866 641215.

FEBRUARY 22 

Ray Heard Train & Toy Fair 

Richard Huish College, South Road, 

Taunton, Somerset, TA1 3DZ

Opening Times: Saturday 1000 - 1530

Prices: £3

T: 01823 480097

FEBRUARY 23

Barry Stockton Model Train & Toy Fair, 

Wirral Hulme Hall, Port Sunlight, Wirral 

CH62 5DH

Opening Times: Saturday 1030 - 1400

Prices: Adults £2.50 Children 50p

T: 0151 3343362 

Barry Stockton
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The Lancashire & Yorkshire Railway Society
Partners in excellence with the Na�onal Railway Museum

Each year our 900 plus members receive
3 LYR Focus 

48 pages full of photo’s 
& historical information 

4 Magazines

24 pages in full colour 
with topical 
information and 
modelling articles

Plus Access to

12000 Photo’s 
1100 Drawings 
Information service

Interna�onal members £45

Join online lyrs.org.uk

Ken Carter Membership Officer
11 Waveney Close

Arnold, No�ngham  NG5 6QH
membership@lyrs.org.uk
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Mail Order By Return P&P £4, over £40 POST FREE. 

Unpainted metal kits - glue with epoxy glue (£7.00)

Illustrated Catalogues Inc. post

OO, 009 (1/76th) ..........£6 in colour

N Catalogue (1/148th)..£5 in colour

O Catalogue (1/43rd) ...£4 in colour

166 Three Bridges Road, Crawley, Sussex, RH10 1LE

Tel: 01293 516329 Fax: 01293 403955 www.langleymodels.co.uk 

Dodgem Ride  ...................................£ 40.55

Rifle Range- Side Stall  .....................£ 11.55

Hall of Mirrors - Side Stall  ................£ 11.55

Laughing Clowns - Side Stall  ...........£ 11.55

Darts - Side Stall ..............................£ 11.55

Card Darts - Round Stall  ..................£ 11.55

Hoop La - Round Stall  ......................£ 11.55

Hook a Duck - Round Stall  ...............£ 11.55

Roll A Penny - Round Stall  ................£ 11.55

Waltzer Ride  ....................................£ 70.00

Motorising for Waltzer/Noahs Ark  .....£ 22.65

Noah's Ark Ride  ...............................£ 70.00

Coronation Speedway Ride  ..............£ 70.00

12 Car Ely Wheel (Big Wheel Scene)  .£ 73.85

Big Wheel Motorising  .......................£ 21.65

Helter Skelter Fair Slide  ...................£ 35.45

Circus Figures  ....................................£ 4.70

Zoo Elephants x 4 and 1 baby elephant  ..£ 8.35

Zoo Plains Animals Giraffes and Camels  £ 8.35

Fish & Chip / Burger Trailer  ................£ 4.80 

Painted Wild Animals ..........................£ 7.40

Painted Assorted Seagulls x 8  ............£ 6.95

Painted Dogs 6 off  .............................£ 6.85

Painted 6 x Pigs  .................................£ 6.45

Painted Sheep 8off .............................£ 6.95

Painted Chickens 10 off  .....................£ 6.95

Painted Funeral Scene  .......................£ 9.85

Painted Wedding Scene  ...................£ 19.25

Painted Cricket Game  ......................£ 28.40

Painted Church Notice board & crucifix  .£ 7.90

Painted Lrg Wooden (Oak) Barrels x 4  £ 6.45

Painted Flower tubbs and water butt  ..£ 8.00

Painted Welding Figures & Equipment  £ 9.25

Painted Relaxed Loco Crew x 2  ..........£ 4.25

Painted 4 Pallets and pallet truck  .......£ 9.05

Painted 6 ass Rock Climbers  ............£ 12.70

Painted 4off Highland Cattle  ...............£ 8.55

Painted Fire Fighters 50's  ................£ 12.70

Painted 6 Ass Trawler & Fishermen  ..£ 12.70

Painted 8 Guards Marching  ..............£ 19.25

N Scale Rock Climbers £5

Steam Traction Engine £14.35

4 Lineside Men digging,bolt greaser bolt tightener pair  .................. £ 4.50

4 Lineside men set2 3 track straighteners + pickaxe  ..................... £ 4.50

4 Seated lying down drunks  ........................................................... £ 4.50

4 drunks/wino's dancing, pukeing, peeing and sleeping  ................. £ 4.50

6 1950's Station figs guards fat controller porter etc ...................... £ 5.95

6 ass Gravediggers. Pick, shovel and lamp holders  ........................ £ 5.95

Canadian Canoe and 2 paddling figs  .............................................. £ 6.45

Canadian Canoe padding and resting figure  ................................... £ 6.45

3 Deep-sea Divers, 2 helpers, compressor  ..................................... £ 6.35

3 x Kids/ R.C. Toys, 1 adult launching plane  ................................... £ 5.95

6 kids, 4 with skateboards, 2 rollerskates  ...................................... £ 5.95

1 x Windsurfer and figure  ............................................................... £ 4.85

3 Surfers, 2 surfing one waxing board  ............................................ £ 5.95

4 Hunting figs & 2 'gun dogs' with pheasant  .................................. £ 5.95

6 Assorted People with Umbrellas  .................................................. £ 6.00

8 Assorted Ambulance/Paramedics  ................................................ £ 7.10

2 Assorted Mobility Scooters and Figs  ............................................ £ 6.20

Council/Municipal Figure and rubbish cart  ..................................... £ 4.75

Cider/Fruit Press Figure and demijohns  .......................................... £ 5.95

C.C.T.V. Cameras (3 wall and 1 post mounted) ................................ £ 4.95

5 Policemen in various positions  .................................................... £ 5.15

Assorted Agricultural Tools & Equipment  ........................................ £ 4.30

Ass Industrial Tools & Equipment  ................................................... £ 4.30

Platform Machines (tickets chocolate weighing scales)  .................. £ 5.95

Ind Machine. Mill & Pillar Drill  ........................................................ £ 6.45

Painted 6 Sitting Figures  .............................................................. £ 14.30

Painted 6 x Standing Figures set 1  ............................................... £ 14.30

Painted 6 Standing Figures set 2  .................................................. £ 14.30

Painted 6 x Standing figues set 3  ................................................. £ 14.30

Painted Punch & Judy Tent and Figures  ........................................ £ 16.90

Painted 4 Sheep ............................................................................. £ 7.35

Painted Shepherd, Sheepdog and 4 Ass Sheep ............................. £ 11.60

Painted Single River Punt  ............................................................... £ 5.15

Painted Funeral Scene  ................................................................. £ 12.25

Painted 6 Assorted Dogs  ................................................................ £ 8.40

Painted Newspaper vendor and paper box  ..................................... £ 6.30

Painted 2 Freisan Cows (patched brown/white)  .............................. £ 7.35

Painted 2 x Highland Cattle  ............................................................ £ 7.85

Painted White Wedding scene (8 figs)  ........................................... £ 21.50

Painted 6 x Working Action figures set1  ....................................... £ 14.30

Painted 6 x working figures set 2  ................................................. £ 14.30

Painted Wharfside Figures  ............................................................ £ 14.30

Painted 2 Wooden Barrels Weathered  ............................................. £ 5.05

Painted Lifebelts and Stands  .......................................................... £ 9.05

Painted Mangle, tin bath and bucket  .............................................. £ 6.50

Painted Sundial, bird bath and flower pots/urns  ............................. £ 9.05

Painted Water Butt and 4 Flower Tubs  ............................................ £ 9.65

Painted Private Siding Gate  .......................................................... £ 11.20

Painted Small 5 Bar Gate  ............................................................... £ 7.30

Painted 10 Chimney Pots (terracotta)  ............................................. £ 4.40

Painted 6 Kings and Queens Pots  ................................................... £ 8.95

OO SCALE 

Railway Delivery Wagon £22.70

Cricket Game Figures £9.90 (painted 

£34.05) Cricket Sight Screen £7.55 

Portable Score Board £4.40 

Hundreds of other kits are in our OO catalogue or look on our 

website www.langleymodels.co.uk

Talk to Peter’s Spares Over 2500 

Different Hornby Spares in Stock. 

East Kent Models Parts Are 

Being Listed On Our Website.

Over 10,000 
different 
items in 

stock

RK Education

www.rkeducation.co.uk

RKcdul capacitor discharge unit 
SPECIAL OFFER at £1.99 for 2x 2200uF 

and £2.49 for 2x 4700uF

New 

design, 

faster 

charge

Turn to 

Goods Inwards 

on pages 98 

& 99 for BRM 

review
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Call: 0333 0502763 • Email: sales@cm3models.co.uk

www.cm3models.co.uk

LAYOUT BUILDING SUPPLIES

Seafoam trees, Foliage / Lichen and Scatters
25 & 50mm Rubberised Horsehair

Teddy Bear Fur for grass and embankments
Plaster Bandage, LasisDCC Chips

Wire, Connectors, Switches for both 
DCC & Conventional wiring. DCC wiring kits

Modelling Card compatible with Scalescenes Kits

CARD PACK 

FOR SCALESCENES 

LAYOUT IN A 

BOX NOW 

AVAILABLE

SQUIRES

MODEL & CRAFT TOOLS
100 London Rd, Bognor Regis, West Sussex PO21 1DD

Tel 01243 842424
Email sales@squirestools.com    www.squirestools.com

New Tools Shop Extension Opening Soon.
New Printed Mail Order Catalogue to be published soon 

– reserve your copy now.
Exhibition Invitations always welcomed.

Squires will be exhibiting at the following shows in 2020 
Jan 11/12 - BOGNOR REGIS Model Rail Exh, Felpham Community College Felpham Way, 
Felpham, Bognor Regis, West Sussex PO22 8EL Sat 10-5, Sun 10-4.30  **Free Parking**
Jan 12 - GUILDFORD - Astolat MRE, The Surrey Sports Park, University of Surrey, Richard 
Meyjes Road, Guildford, Surrey, GU2 7AD. Sunday 10-5. www.astolatmrc.co.uk
Jan 18/19 CALNE 27th Model Railway Show Beversbrook Sports Facility, Beversbrook Road, 
Calne, Wiltshire, SN11 9FL,Sat 10 – 5, sun 10 – 4.30. http://calnemrs.org.uk/
Jan 19 - BOLTON - IPMS SCALE MODEL SHOW, The Premier Suite, University of Bolton 
Stadium, De Havilland Way, Bolton BL6 6SF. Sunday 10 - 4pm.
Jan 25/26 - KENDAL Model Railway Exhibition, Kendal Leisure Centre, Burton Road, Kendal, 
Cumbria, LA9 7HX. Sat 10 - 5. Sun 10-4.30
Jan 26 - BRISTOL O Gauge Group Model Railway Exhibition, The University of the West of 
England, UWE Exhibition and Conference Centre, Filton Road, Bristol, BS34 8QZ. Sun 10 - 
4. (Follow signs for North Entrance) **FREE on-site Parking**
Feb 1/2 - ALTON - FebEx 2019 Alton Model Railway Group Exhibition Eggars School, Anstey 
Road, Alton, Hants, GU34 4EQ. Saturday 10.30 - 5.  Sunday 10.30 - 4.00.
Feb 15 - TONBRIDGE Model Railway Exhibition, Angel Centre, Tonbridge, Kent, TN9 1SF 
10-5 www.tonbridgemrc.com, Less than 5 mins walk Tonbridge Railway Station.
Feb 16 - SHUTTLEWORTH Model Exhibition, The Shuttleworth Collection, Old Warden 
Aerodrome, Nr. Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, SG18 9EP. Sun 10 - 4. www.shuttleworth.org
*Entry Price inc admission to the Aircraft & Vehicle Collection AND Children U16 go FREE*

Feb 21/22/23 - GLASGOW Model Rail Scotland,
Scottish Exhibition & Conference Centre, Glasgow, G3 8YW. 

Fri 10.30-6, Sat 10-6, Sun 10.30-5 

www.modelrail-scotland.co.uk
Coming to Glasgow? Why not try Saturday? or Sunday??

The show is less busy - see much more of the layouts
AND a lot easier to get to our stand!

Note - Squires has two stands at Modelrail 2020
1000’s more items on display!!

Feb 29/Mar 1 - PRESTON Preston & District Model Railway Exhibition, Sports Hall, Preston 
College, St Vincent’s Road, Fullwood, Preston, Lancashire, PR2 8UR. Sat 10 - 5pm, Sun 10 - 4.30
Mar 7 - KETTERING Gauge ‘O’ Guild Spring Show and Exhibition, Kettering Leisure Village, 
Thurston Drive, Kettering, NN15 6PB. Saturday 10 - 4.  ***Plenty of FREE parking***
Mar 14/15 - BASINGSTOKE Basingstoke & North Hants Model Railway Exhibition, Aldworth 
Science College, Basingstoke, RG22 6HQ. Sat 10 - 5 Sun - 10 - 4.
Mar 14/15 - PERTH GREEN Model Railway Exhibition, Primrose C.A. Lambton Terrace, 
Jarrow, Tyne and Wear, NE32 5QY Sat 10 - 5. Sun 10 - 4. **Note - change of venue**
Mar 21 - EGHAM Egham & Staines MRS Exhibition, Strode’s College Sports Hall, Egham 
High Street, Egham, Surrey, TW20 9DR. Sat 10.30 - 5.
April 4 - NORWICH Model Railway Exhibition, Hellesdon High School, Middletons Lane, 
Norwich, NR6 5SB. Saturday 10 - 4.30. **FREE Parking on Site**

 April 11/12/13 - YORK Model Railway Show, The Knavesmire Stand,

Racecourse Road, York. YO23 1EX.Sat & Sun 10 - 5, Mon 10 - 4.30.

Coming to York? Why not try Sunday? or Monday??

The show is less busy - see much more of the layouts

AND a lot easier to get to our stand!

Much Larger Squires Stand for 2020 - 1000s more products!!!!
April 18/19 - BANGOR North Down Model Railway Exhibition, Bangor Grammar School, 
Gransha Road, Bangor, Co. Down, BT19 7QU. Sat 10 - 5, Sun 12 - 5. www.ndmrs.co.uk
April 18/19 - CORSHAM Trainwest 2019 MRE, Springfield Community Campus, Beechfield 
Road, Corsham, Wilts SN13 9DN Sat/Sun 10 - 5 **Plenty of FREE Parking**
April 18/19 - HORSHAM Crawley MRS Model Railway Exhibition, Tanbridge House School, 
Farthings Hill, Guildford Road, Horsham, RH12 1SR. Sat 10-5 Sun 10-4. **FREE PARKING **
April 25 - LEIGH O SCALE NORTHWEST,O Gauge Model Railway Exhibition Leigh Sports 
Village, Sale Way, Leigh, Lancashire WN7 4JY. Sat 10 - 4.00. **FREE PARKING**
April 25/26 - SUTTON COLDFIELD Model Railway Exhibition, Bishop Walsh School, Wylde 
Green Road, Sutton Coldfield, B76 1QT. **Plenty of FREE Parking** Sat 10-5, Sun 10-4.30

May 1/2/3 - BRISTOL The 52nd Bristol Model Railway Exhibition,

The Thornbury Leisure Centre, Alveston Hill, Thornbury, Near Bristol, BS35 3JB.

Fri 1pm-7pm, Sat 10-6.30pm, Sun 10-5pm.
May 9 - READING Association of Larger Scale Railway Modelers Trade Show & Exhibition, 
Rivermead Leisure Centre, Reading. RG1 8EQ. Sat 10 - 4.30. *FREE entry to ALSRM Members*
June 6 - DONCASTER Gauge ‘O’ Guild Summer Show, The Dome Leisure Centre, Doncaster 
Lakeside, Bawtry Road, Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN4 7PD. Sat 10 - 4.00.
June 13/14 - GLASGOW ‘O’ Gauge MRE, Pollokshaws Burgh Hall, Pollokshaws Road, 
Glasgow,  G43 1NE. Sat 10 - 4, Sun 11 - 4. ***Free Parking, Close to Railway Stations***
June 27/28 - PERTH Model Railway Exhibition, Dewars Centre, Glover Street, Perth, 
PH2 0TH. Sat 10 - 5.30, Sun 10 - 5. www.perthmrc.com
July 5 - ROMSEY IPMS The Romsey Scale Model Show, Crossfield Hall, Broadwater Road, 
Romsey, SO51 8GL. Sun 10 - 4. www.romseymoddellers.co.uk

Feb 21/22/23 - GLASGOW Model Rail Scotland,
Scottish Exhibition & Conference Centre, Glasgow, G3 8YW. 

Fri 10.30-6, Sat 10-6, Sun 10.30-5 

www.modelrail-scotland.co.uk
Coming to Glasgow? Why not try Saturday? or Sunday??

The show is less busy - see much more of the layouts
AND a lot easier to get to our stand!

Note - Squires has two stands at Modelrail 2020
1000’s more items on display!!



LONDON’S LEADING
MODEL RAILWAY SHOW

To B� k - www.model-railway-shows.co.uk | 0844 581 4972
Terms & Conditions: Calls are charged at 7p per minute, plus your phone company’s access charge.  Fee applies for postal tickets. E-Tickets are free of charge.

SAT 10AM - 5PM & SUNDAY 10AM - 4:30PM | ADVANCED TICKET HOLDERS 9:30AM EARLY ENTRY

FREE PARKING OR SHUTTLE BUS | ALEXANDRA PALACE, N22 7AY

Presents...

DISCOVER SHOP
√ 40 LAYOUTS CHOSEN BY THE MRC

IN MAJOR SCALES, GAUGES AND ERAS 

√ EXPERT DEMONSTRATIONS

√ 100+ TRADERS / SOCIETIES

√ STOCK UP ON ESSENTIALS FOR YOUR HOBBY

√ LOOK OUT FOR COLLECTABLES, PRE-OWNED 

ITEMS, TOOLS, BOOKS & MORE!

Adult: £12.00 |  Children(5+): £6.50BOOKBOOK

&SAVE!&SAVE!
SUBSCRIBERS

£11.00

Kindly sponsored by:
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See us at STEVENAGE, KENDAL, STAFFORD, DONCASTER AND GLASGOW Exhibitions

TEN COMMANDMENTS 20 STRUAN DRIVE, INVERKEITHING, FIFE, KY11 1AR

Telephone orders 01383-410032 Monday - Thursday 10am-7pm
Email: tencommandments@btinternet.com
Please add £3.50 Post and Packing per order.

Online at: www.tencommandmentsmodels.co.uk

TEN COMMANDMENTS
Accessories for the discerning OO, O and N gauge modeller.  

HAND PAINTED ANIMALS - OO GAUGE

New Range of beautifully detailed hand painted animals from

VAN PETEGEM SCENERY. See website for full range.

GVP13  Scottish Highland Cow .....................................£13.95

GVP11  Sheepdog with two Sheep ...............................£10.95

GVP10  Suffolk Sheep x 10 ............................................  £9.95

GVP8   Shire Horse ‘Samson’ ........................................£16.95

GVP6  Jersey Cattle x 6 ................................................£11.95 

MOBILE PHONE MAST & LAMPS RANGE - OO GAUGE

A new range of hand built and painted cameras and lamps 

(non-working) no assembly required. Simply make 

appropriate hole in baseboard and glue in place. Great for use 

around stations, industries, car parks etc.

See website for further information and pictures

L235 CCTV camera on pole ............................................£5.95

L241 CCTV cameras – 2 x wall mounted........................£3.50

L242 Level crossing cameras .........................................£6.50

L243 DMU disabled access ramp ...................................£2.00

L244 Car park / yard lights x 2 .......................................£4.00

More items coming soon including mobile phone mast

ROLLING ROADS

Highest quality german engineering. Suitable for use with DC 

or DCC control.  Simple electrical connection. Available for 

most popular gauges. See website for more information

 N mini - 200mm -6 rollers – suitable for most n locos .....£55

N long - 400mm - 8 rollers – large locos / multiple units ..£70

OO small - 300mm - 6 rollers - small steam locos/diesels ..£60

OO std - 400mm - 7 rollers & pony truck – large locos .....£75

O small - 400mm - 6 rollers - small steam locos/diesels ..£70

O std - 600mm – 10 rollers- suitable for most O locos......£99

O large - 800mm - 10 rollers - for extra long O locos ......£110

FOAM LINED STOCK STORAGE BOXES

We now supply foam lined stock storage boxes. Total 

protection for your rolling stock in transit. See website for 

further details. OO gauge £28   N gauge £20  O gauge - £35

NEW – DRIVE-THROUGH WHEEL CLEANER

THE LATEST ITEM FROM KPF ZELLER IN GERMANY 

DRIVE THROUGH WHEEL CLEANING UNIT - CLEANS 

BOTH LOCOMOTIVE AND WAGON / COACH WHEELS

SEE WEBSITE FOR PICS AND FURTHER INFORMATION.





www.brm-magazine.co.uk ❘ February 2020 ❘ BRM 135

Family Run Business

Buying Pre-owned Collections & 
Un-wanted Models

NOW STOCKING A WIDE SELECTION OF PRE-OWNED 
MODEL & NEW RAILWAY COLLECTIONS ONLINE & INSTORE
Send us a list or bring items in store & we will give you a FREE valuation!

AGR Model Railway Store
9 High Street Mews • 28 High Street

Leighton Buzzard, Beds LU7 1EA
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm • Sat 9am-4pm

01525 854788
www.agrmodelrailwaystore.co.uk
sales@agrmodelrailwaystore.co.uk

Find us on Facebook Badge CMYK / .ai

Visit our eBay shop & like us on Facebook

REDCAR MODELS & HOBBIES
Most leading brands of ‘OO’ gauge model railways & accessories. 
Also Diecast, Plastic Kits, Woodland Scenics, K+S Metal Centre etc.

130 High Street, Redcar, Cleveland, TS10 3DH  Tel: 01642 494912 
(open Tuesday to Saturday) 

Email: andrewnpaton@ntlworld.com
HORNBY 
SERVICE 
DEALER

BASS/WORTHINGTON VENT VAN.................... £13.50 (plus £3.00 p&p for either one or two)
6-WHEEL MILK TANK NESTLÉ 'OO' GAUGE....... £17.50 (plus £3.00 p&p for either one or two) 
BASS/WORTHINGTON GRAIN HOPPER...........£13.75 (plus £3.00 p&p for either one or two)

UNIT 5, TUTBURY MILL MEWS, TUTBURY, Nr. BURTON-UPON-TRENT DE13 9LS

COLLECTABLES MODELS01283 814777
TUTBURY MODELS

00 gauge full exhibition layout on show
DCC & DC demonstration tracks

Full range of Metcalfe kits

p135_BRMFeb20.indd   135 09/12/2019   15:37
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RailwaysRailwaysRailwaysRailwaysRailwaysRailwaysRailwaysRailwaysRailwaysRailwaysRailwaysRailwaysRailwaysRailwaysRailwaysRailways
Model

WE WANT

ModelModelModelModelModelModelModel
YOUR

Telephone: 01302 371623
Mobile: 07526 768178

or email: anoraksanonymous@googlemail.com

We will buy 
almost any Railway 

Collection, large or small. 
All gauges will be taken, in any 

condition. We always give an honest 
price and will collect and dismantle any layout.

Retailers of Bachmann, Hornby, Peco, 
& many other main manufacturers including 

Scalextric, Airfi x, Woodland scenics.

New & pre-owned stock

Open Mon to Sat 9.30 to 5.00 (6pm Tues)
11 Grenville st, Bideford, Devon, EX39 2EA

01237 238872
shadylane@live.co.uk

www.shadylanemodels.co.uk



p136_BRMFeb20.indd   136 10/12/2019   09:56
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Realistic faded street advertising in miniature
GHOST-S IGNS.COMGHOST-S IGNS.COM

NOT ONLINE? CALL 07970 977 628 FOR AN ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST

Add a little extra character and individuality to your 
layout’s towns and villages with our authentic replica 
faded ‘ghost sign’ adverts. Ideal for card, plastic or resin 
buildings, in a choice of paper or water-slide transfer. 

• OO and N Gauge
• Free UK delivery
• Personalised options

Realistic faded street advertising in miniature

NOT ONLINE? CALL 07970 977 628 FOR AN ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST

p137_BRMFeb20.indd   137 10/12/2019   10:36
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Email: express.models@ntlworld.com

We manufacture 4mm scale working Gas type Lamps, along with Modern Image 
Depot Lamps and Bu� er Stop Lamps. We make our own range of working Tra�  c 

Lights and Barrier Warning Lights. We also stock Viessman working street & 
Station Lamps. Add realism to your layout with working Colour Light Signals. 

We stock the excellent range of Traintronics Signals.

Express Models.indd   1 16/04/2018   14:46

MAD ABOUT TRAINS OF 
GAINSBOROUGH (K&M MODELS) 
 

For all your Model Railway needs from design 

to finished layout, scratch built buildings, trees 

dioramas etc. We carry a vast selection of 

scenic materials. We carry a comprehensive 

range of all aspects of Railway Modeling from 

track pins to finished layouts. DCC Specialist, repairs, 

weathering etc undertaken in our own workshop. 

Hornby, Bachmann, Peco Gaugemaster, Dapol and 

Knightwing stockists.  Large range of scenic materials 

We are always looking for second hand collections. 

Just give us a call or come and visit our shop. 

  

Tel: 01427 811040 
Mobile 07858612716 

106 Trinity Street, Gainsborough DN21 1HS 
e-mail: sales@madabouttrains.co.uk 

www.madabouttrains.co.uk 
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Please ask your model shop for genuine
Plastruct fineline Styrene structural shapes.

www.plastruct.co.uk

Essential for all scratch
model makers.

Range contains over 70 shapes
including; Angles, I-Beams,
Channels, Columns, Deep Channels,
Tees and Z Sections, Round,

Rectangular and Square Tubing,
Plastic Strips and Sheeting,
Scale Ladders, Stairs and
Railings, Open Web Trusses.

ad6090:Layout 1 26/11/13 20:52 Page 1

4 Greenwood Drive, Redhill, Surrey, RH1 5PJ.    Tel: 01737 761919
40 Page Full Colour Catalogue £4.50
Catering exclusively for TT and 3mm Scale

www.3smr.co.uk
BlackBeetle, BullAnt, Halling, Tenshodo

www.motorbogies.com

3mm Scale Model Railways

Stockists of many brands inc Bachmann, Hornby, Graham 
Farish, Dapol, Gaugemaster and Peco. 
Secondhand bought and sold. 
Selection of kits, glues, tools, paints and accessories.
Wards Yard, 133 Springfield Park Road 
(at the junction with Hill Road) Chelmsford CM2 6EE
TEL: 01245 494455. EMAIL: heatherwilkinson@btconnect.com
www.johndutfieldmodelrailways.co.uk

OPENING HOURS:
9.00am-5.30pm 

Mon, Tues, Thurs, 
Fri and Saturday 
Closed Wed, Sun 
& Bank Holidays

All major credit/debit 
cards accepted.

Gift 
Vouchers
available

John Dutfield.indd   1 17/12/2014   11:04

WANTED: PRE-OWNED MODEL RAILWAYS
Contact Ian 07763 806306 / 01434 320328 / ian@ihunter10.plus.com

15 Shepherd Terrace, Haltwhistle, Northumberland NE49 9LS
Please visit our online shop for all your model railway requirements:

www.thejunctionbox.net

THE HOME OF LIGHT RAILWAY MODELLING

“GERVASE” Kit £90

ALPHAGRAPHIX

Send 6x 2nd Class Stamps for CATALOGUE

23 Darris Road, Selly Park, Birmingham B29 7QY
sirberkeley@outlook.com

British
Railway
Modelling

Advert copy for inclusion
in next issue of

7mm Scale etched brass 
locomotive and carriage kits

plus lineside buildings
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CLASSIFIED SECTION

NEW
S hop  f or  m od el  

r a il wa y  enthus ia s ts
OPEN 9.30 - 4pm 

CLOSED Weds & Sunday
Free Parking

Wide rang e of stock from all 
your favourite suppliers,
PLU S bespoke  services, 

ordering  service and online shop.

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

New	
  
Shop for model railway enthusiasts. 

Opening in November in Stone, Staffs. ST15 
 

Wide range of stock from all your favourite suppliers, PLUS bespoke 
services, ordering service and online shop. 

 
Call us or see our website for details: 

07977 478629 
www.topptrains.co.uk 

	
  

28 Marston Road, Stafford, ST16 3BS
Tel: 01785 247883

Call us or see our website for details

PAIGNTON 
MODEL SHOP

Stockist of:
Hornby, Bachmann, Peco, 
OO & N gauge, Woodland 

Scenics, Metcalfe, Superquick, Airfi x, 
Scalextric, Ratio, Wills & Scenerama.
Loco Weathering service available.

60 Hyde Road, Paignton, 
Devon, TQ4 5BY

Tel: 01803 555882

Email: 
paigntonmodels@hotmail.co.uk

Website: 
www.paigntonmodelshop.com

Layouts designed and built 
from N to Garden railways 

based in Devon. All loco 
Servicing & Repairs and 

DCC decoder installation 
for N & OO

Contact Tom Hussey 
Tel: 07884 353853

platform3models@hotmail.co.uk
Web search: platform 3 models

High Lane
Model Railways

Stockport Indoor Market, 
Market Place, Stockport SK1 1ES

Email: info@highlanemodelrailways.co.uk
Tel: 07955 362105

Stockists of
JAVIS • HORNBY • GAUGEMASTER 

BACHMANN • GRAHAM FARISH
New and Pre-owned Model Railways 

in gauges OO/HO • N • O
Also stock

Diecast cars • Buses • Track 
Scenic Accessories, paints & adhesives

Open 9.00am - 4.30pm
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday

GRAVESEND
MODEL CENTRE
ALL YOUR WARGAMING, 
MODELLING & RAILWAY 

NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF
SHOP OPEN: 

MONDAY - SATURDAY 
9am til 4.30pm

• Sunday 10am til 4pm

15 The High Street, Gravesend, DA11 0BQ
(Next to the Julius Caesar Restaurant)

E: gravesendmodelcentre@gmail.com

Tel: 01474 536531
Find us on Facebook

www.gravesendmodelcentre.co.uk

RHUDDLANM
O

D
ELS

•  M od el  R a il wa y s

•  G a m es  W or k s hop

•   D ie C a s t M od el s
C or g i -  D ink y  -  M a tchbox

•   P l a s tic K its
Airfi x - Revel - Etc

NEW AND USED ITEMS 
BOUGHT AND SOLD

HIGH ST, RHUDDLAN.

01745 590048
www.rhuddlanmodels.co.uk

ITEMS MAIL
ORDER LTD

MAYFIELD, MARSH LANE, 
SAUNDBY, RETFORD, 

NOTTS, DN22 9ES

Tel/Fax: 01427 848880
BA SCREWS IN BRASS, 
STEEL AND STAINLESS. 

SOCKET SCREWS IN STEEL 
AND STAINLESS. DRILLS, 

RIVETS, TAPS, DIES, 
END MILLS, SLOT DRILLS ETC

EMAIL: lostignition8@gmail.com or
PHONE: 01427 848880 FOR FREE PRICE LIST

www.itemsmailorderascrews.com

• All gauges of model railways
• New & Second Hand
• Stockists of Woodland Scenics 
 & PECO Scenery
• Diecast models
• We also repair 
 most makes 
 of locos

 & PECO Scenery
• Diecast models
• We also repair 
 most makes 

Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm 
Closed Weds & Sun

2-4 Pelham Street,
Ilkeston, DE7 8AR
Tel: 07786 896807

www.malcsmodels.co.uk
malcolmgrubey@btinternet.com

RAILWAY BOOKS

NICK TOZER

RAILWAY BOOKS 
BOUGHT & SOLD

Free Railway 
Booksearch Service

155 Church Street, Paddock, 
Huddersfield, HD1 4UJ
Shop now open:  Tue/Wed/Sat 
(non-show dates) 11:00-17:00 

+ Thu 14:00-20:00
Tel: 01484 518159 (answer machine) 

www.railwaybook.com 
email: nick@railwaybook.com 

Tri-ang, Hornby, Wrenn, 
Bachmann, Minic etc...

buy, sell & repair hard to 
� nd items and collectables

Find me on 
www.tri-angman.co.uk

or contact:
Tel 07966 333605

laurence@tri-angman.co.uk

specialist in model railways

P & D MARSH MODELS 
PAINTED OO GAUGE

PDZ31 Lawnmower/barrow/man .....£7.85
PDZ33 Man � shing from rowboat ....£9.50
PDZ37 Belishas/bus stop/post box ....£8.70
PDZ39 Coalmen and scales ................£8.70
PDZ50 Loaded platform trolley/porter £8.70

PAINTED N GAUGE
PDX44 Trackside signs ........................£8.00
PDX64 Boat with outboard motor ....£6.30
PDX66 Coalmen and scales ................£8.85
PDX351 GWR Home signal ...............£8.75
PDX354L GWR LH junction signal .£16.75

AVAILABLE FROM ALL GOOD 
MODEL SHOPS. DISTRIBUTED BY 

EXPO TOOLS & DRILLS
WWW.PDMARSHMODELS.COM 

07730 202270

STOKE-ON-TRENT
54 Hamil Road, Burslem, 
Stoke-on-Trent ST6 1AU

• Hornby • Bachmann 
• Peco • Dapol • Gaugemaster 
• Woodland Scenics
• Plus much more!

OPEN: Tue, Weds, Fri 10-4;    
  Thurs 10-5.30 Sat 10-2

T: 01782 818433/07973 478294 
E: thehobbygoblin-uk@hotmail.com

www.thehobbygoblin.co.uk

B R A N C H L I N E S

P.O. B OX  4293, WESTB U RY, B A13 9AA
Tel/F ax : 01373 822231 sales@branchlines.com
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3CP-TOOLS .............................................144

3MM SCALE MODEL RAILWAYS ................141

A C MODELS ............................................119

AGR MODEL RAILWAY STORE ...................135

AIM SOLDER ............................................119

AIRFRAMED GLASS DISPLAY CASES .........144

ALPHAGRAPHIX ........................................142

ANORAKS ANONYMOUS ...........................136

BACHMANN EUROPE PLC .............................2

BILL HUDSON TRANSPORT BOOKS ...........144

BRANCHLINES .........................................142

C & M MODELS ........................................137

CAMBRIAN MODEL RAIL LTD ....................140

CM3MODELS ...........................................131

COASTAL DCC LTD ...................................136

CONNOISSEUR MODELS ..........................144

CR SIGNALS .............................................101

CRAFTY HOBBIES .....................................142

CRANE GARDEN BUILDINGS .....................112

CULCHETH MODEL RAILWAYS ..................103

DAPOL LTD ..............................................147

DCC CONCEPTS PTY LTD .................... 8 & 97

DCC FITTING LTD .....................................133

DCC SUPPLIES LTD ..................................137

DEREK’S TRANSPORT BOOKS ..................143

DEXTERS COVE MODELS .........................137

DIGITRAINS LTD ...........................................7

DREAM STEAM LTD .................................117

DURHAM TRAINS OF STANLEY .................144

EILEEN’S EMPORIUM ...............................136

ELLIS CLARK TRAINS ...............................113

EXPRESS MODELS ...................................140

FINESCALE MODEL WORLD LTD  ..............137

FINESCALEBRASS (UK) LTD’ .....................118

FOOTPLATE ..............................................134

FOX TRANSFERS LTD ...............................102

FRIZINGHALL MODELS & RAILWAYS .........112

FROME MODEL CENTRE ...........................141

GAUGEMASTER COM .................................89

GFB DESIGNS (SIG-NA TRAK) ...................102

GHOST-SIGNS ..........................................137

GOLDEN VALLEY HOBBIES LTD .................101

GRAVESEND MODEL CENTRE ...................142

GRIMY TIMES MODEL RAILWAYS ..............117

GSCALE.CO.UK ........................................141

H. & A. MODELS .......................................135

HARBURN HOBBIES LTD ...........................118

HARDER & STEENBECK GMBH & CO ..........88

HATTON’S .................... 14-21,128,129 & 148

HIGH LANE MODEL RAILWAYS ..................142

HORNBY HOBBIES LTD .................... 45 & 100

HOWARD SCENIC SUPPLIES .....................144

IN THE GREENWOOD LASER .....................131

ISINGLASS MODELS .................................141

ITEMS MAIL ORDER LTD...........................142

JACKSONS MODELS ................................121

JOHN DUTFIELD LLP ................................141

JUST-BASES ............................................143

KENT GARDEN RAILWAYS .........................130

KERNOW MODEL RAIL CENTRE LTD. 138-139

KR MODELS ...............................................94

LANGLEY MINIATURE MODELS .................130

LOCOMOTION ..........................................121

LEAMINGTON & WARWICKS MRS .............121

LORD AND BUTLER ..................................141

MAD ABOUT TRAINS ................................140

MALC’S MODELS .....................................142

MARCWAY MODELS & HOBBIES LTD ........134

MEGAPOINT CONTROLLERS ............ 95 & 103

MERIDIENNE EXHIBITIONS LTD .................119

METCALFE MODELS & TOYS LTD ......... 76-77

MIDDLETON PRESS..................................143

MIKE’S MODELS ......................................141

MILLENIUM MODELS’ ..............................144

MODEL ELECTRONICS RAILWAY GROUP ...144

MODELIT .................................................140

MONK BAR MODEL SHOP LTD ..................140

MORLEY CONTROLLERS LTD ....................117

MORRIS MODELS .....................................137

N GAUGE SOCIETY ...................................133

NICK TOZER .............................................142

NORTH WESTERN MODELS ......................144

OLIVIA’S TRAINS & MODELS’ ......................83

P & D MARSH ..........................................142

PAIGNTON MODEL SHOP ..........................142

PEN & SWORD BOOKS LTD ......................116

PENKETH MODEL RAILWAY CENTRE .........118

PENNINE MODELS’ ..................................117

PETERS SPARES MODEL RAILWAYS LTD ...130

PLASTRUCT .............................................141

PLATFORM 3 MODELS .............................142

POOLEYS PUFFERS ..................................143

RAILS OF SHEFFIELD ....................... 123-127

RAILWAY CONDUCTOR ...............................95

REDCAR MODELS & HOBBIES ..................135

RHUDDLAN MODELS ................................142

RK EDUCATION ........................................130

ROAD TRANSPORT IMAGES ......................143

ROXEY MOULDINGS .................................144

SCALE MODEL SCENERY LTD ...................140

SCALESCENES.COM.................................136

SEVERN MODELS .....................................143

SHADY LANE MODELS .............................136

SKYTREX (2013) LTD ................................143

SOUTH EASTERN FINECAST .....................136

SOUTH WEST DIGITAL LTD .........................68

SOUTHAMPTON MODEL RAILWAY SOC .....121

SPC SIMPLIFIED POINT CONTROLS ..........144

SPORTS AND MODEL SHOP......................143

SQUIRES MODEL & CRAFT TOOLS . 111 & 131

STAFFORD RAILWAY CIRCLE .....................120

SUNNINGWELL COMMAND CONTROL LT ..144

TEN COMMANDMENTS ............................133

THE 4D MODELSHOP ...............................140

THE AIRBRUSH COMPANY ..........................82

THE HEREFORD MODEL CENTRE ..................6

THE HOBBY GOBLIN’ ................................142

THE HOBBY SHOP ....................................135

THE JUNCTION BOX .................................141

THE LANCS & YORK RAILWAY SOCIETY. ....121

THE MODEL RAILWAY EMPORIUM ............143

THE MODEL SHOP (EXETER) .....................143

THE MODEL TRAIN CENTRE .....................135

TMC CUSTOM FINISH LOCOMOTIVES .. 10-13’

TONY’S TRAINS ........................................134

TOPP TRAINS ...........................................142

TOWER MODELS ..........................................3

TOWNSTREET ..........................................134

TRACKSHACK ..........................................102

TRAINS 4U ...............................................140

TRI-ANGMAN ...........................................142

TRIDENT TRAINS MODEL SHOP ................144

TUTBURY MODELS ...................................135

UPSTAIRS DOWNSTAIRS...........................135

VECTIS .......................................................97

W D MODELS ...........................................143

WARWICK & WARWICK ...............................96

WWW.N-SCENIC.CO.UK ............................134

YORK MODELMAKING ..............................137

YOU CHOOS .............................................133

ADVERTISERS’ INDEX

WORLD OF RAILWAYS

The new online home of leading railways titles

+ Find out about our leading exhibitions
   The London Festival of Railway Modelling
   The National Festival of Railway Modelling
   The Festival of British Railway Modelling
• Exhibition Diary
• Trade Directory
• Competitions

www.world-of-railways.co.uk

WOR small.indd   1 13/11/2017   13:43

382a Jedburgh Court, Team Valley Trading Estate, Gateshead, Tyne & Wear. NE11 OBQ
Mon - Sat 10am-4pm Sun CLOSED When attending weekend exhibitions shop may be closed. 

Please telephone FRI/SAT for opening times. Closed bank holidays Tele: 0191 4910202/4106386  
Mobile: 07976 519178 www.pooleyspuffers.com e-mail: pooleyspuffers@btopenworld.com

Partnership: David & Anne PooleMODEL RAILWAY SUPPLIES 
NEW & USED MODEL 

RAILWAYS
Diecast Models

Kits & Accessories

Fine Kits
of Buildings
& Miniature

Detailing

S ev er n M od el s ,  P O  B ox 7 8 5 ,
B r os el ey ,  T F 7  9 F T ,  U K .

K its  f or  N ,  O O  &  O  l a y outs
S ee the webs ite f or  a  p a inting  g uid e

www.SevernModels.com

PERSPEX DISPLAY CASES  - 
BESPOKE HAND CRAFTED

INCLUDING BALLAST AND TRACK
MADE TO ANY SIZE 

‘OO’GAUGE TO GAUGE ONE 
TEL: 01803 558520

www.just-bases.co.uk

Skytrex Model Railways
Unit 1 Charnwood Business Park, North Rd, 

Loughborough, Leics LE11 1LE
tel: 01509 213789

For OO Gauge
www.skytrexmodelrailways.com

For O Gauge
www.ogauge.co.uk

Free subscription to newsletters!
Details on websites

00 & N Scale • Peco - Hornby • Bachmann • Metcalfe • Wills • Ratio • Dapol

THE MODEL SHOP
Now taking orders for New models

Specialist Model Railway Stockist
4 St David’s Hill,
Exeter EX4 3RG

(just o�  the old Iron Bridge)
Now Agents for NCE DCC systems

www.trainsandtrack.co.uk
Tel: 01392  421906

shop open Mon/Sat 9.30-5.00pm

Model Shop Exeter 3 x 1.indd   1 10/12/2013   13:12

Shop open Tues to Sat, 9.30-5pm

Comprehensive range of 1:76 cab s, vans, chassis, b odies, trailers, 
wheels and accessories for commercial and military vehicles

2 Macallan Place, Irvine • KA112DN www.roadtransportimages.com

WD MODELS
“for all your modelling needs”

Your local supplier with all you need and more
25 Chatsworth Road, Chesterfi eld S40 2AH
01246 208244 • info@wdmodels.co.uk
www.wdmodels.co.uk

Sign up to our monthly 
e-newsletter

www.brmm.ag/
brmeshotsignup
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Millennium Models

67 Queen Street, Morley, Leeds LS27 8EB 
Tel: 0113 2189286 www.milllenniummodels.co.uk

Hornby, Bachmann, Peco and more. 
New and Secondhand stock 

Jarvis, Dapol, Metcalfe, Corgi, Oxford

WE STOCK ALL MAJOR BRITISH OUTLINE ROLLING STOCK AND SCENICS AS WELL AS OXFORD DIECAST. WE ALSO 
OFFER A CHIP FITTING SERVICE RTO READY AND HOME DCC READY LOCOS AND SERVICE MOST MAKES OF LOCOS.  

JUST CLICK ON OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION. WE ALSO HAVE OVER 3000 ITEMS FOR SALE ONLINE.

6 STATION ROAD, STANLEY, CO.DURHAM, DH8 0JL 
SHOP OPEN MONTUESFRISAT OPEN 09301700 • THURS 11001900 • CLOSED WEDNESDAY AND SUNDAY

TEL: 01207 232545 • www.durhamtrainsofstanley.co.uk • email: durhamtrainsofstanley@gmail.com

F or  fu r th e r  d e ta ils p le a se  se n d  a  SAE  to:  
SC C  L td .  P O  B ox  3 8 1 ,  Ab in g d on  SO ,  O X 1 3  6 Y B  T e l:  0 1 8 6 5  7 3 0 4 5 5  
O r  v isit ou r  w e b site  a t:  w w w . scc4 d cc. co. u k E m a il:  in fo@ scc4 d cc. co. u k

www.tridenttrains.co.uk
HORNBY - BACHMANN - DCC CONCEPTS - TRAIN-TECH - FARISH - DAPOL 

PECO - LENZ - GAUGEMASTER - METCALFE - RATIO + MUCH MORE
01270 842400

No10, The Craft Arcade
Dagfi elds Craft Centre, 

Crewe Road, Walgherton, 
Nantwich, Cheshire. CW5 7LG 

Relocated to new premises in Matlock where we will be continuing our online business

FAMILY RUN BUSINESS SELLING NEW & SECONDHAND RAILWAY TITLES
To view our stock please call or email in advance

www.billhudsontransportbooks.co.uk • Call: 07921 833469

See us at 
Tiny Trains 
Festival - 

Elsecar in 
April

Model Railway 
Detailing Specialists
Suppliers of Detailing Kits & 

Accessories in N, OO & O Gauge

www.northwesternmodels.co.uk 

0161 494 2738
info@northwesternmodels.co.uk

01606 8 8 9610 • 07743 426393
www.3cp-tools.co.uk • info@3cp-tools.co.uk

Uniq ue, precise, easy to use, great way 
to plot and form realistic track routes

Website: www.merg.org.uk
Please send email to: enquiries@merg.org.uk for more information

Available only for members

Learn about electronics with our model railway 
beginner kits at a� ordable prices

Simple Kit PMP25 Steam Sound Emulator £3.59 Incl. P&P

p000_Web directory.indd   144 10/12/2019   12:55



SHAP SUMMIT
Famed for its arduous climb, this iconic stretch of the 

West Coast Main Line has been beautifully created in OO 

Plus: 
• How to create vegetative variety on your embankments
• Runcorn Salt Union - BRM’s new project layout
• Exclusive look: Bachmann’s forthcoming V2

ON-SALE
FROM

JANUARY 30

THREE MORE
GREAT LAYOUTS:
Blueball Summit (N) 
High Trees Junction (OO) 
Campbell’s Quarry re-visited (16mm)

HAPPY BIRTHDAY HORNBY!
As the manufacturer prepares to celebrate its 100-year 
milestone, we refl ect on its best acheivements

p145_Next_Issue.indd   145 11/12/2019   16:49



Buff erStop

Follow us on 
Instagram

@brmmagazine

Subcribe to our 
YouTube channel

Search for ‘British 
Railway Modelling

Follow us on 
Facebook

Search for ‘British 
Railway Modelling’

Follow us on 
Twitter

@BRMmagazine

Join the 
discussion on

RMweb.co.ukFollow us

This month in pictures...

Pretty in Pink?
Phil gets the chance to 
try some new paint
Do you own any pink paint?

I didn’t, but when a friend’s daughter asked for a toy Mini for Christmas, I found 
a problem. Buying a suitable diecast car is easy enough, but only in purple. And the 
new owner likes pink things.

If you visit Birmingham city centre regularly, you’ll still 
be missing the recently-closed Ian Allan shop. Fortunate-
ly, one of the managers has stepped in to � ll the void by 
opening Tornado Books and Hobbies, a couple of minutes’ 
stroll from the centre. It’s by the law courts, so an area I’m 
only familiar with from local TV news than actual visits.

No matter, I found the shop easily enough and on the 
shelves were some Tamiya paints, including pink. I always 
buy something when I’m in a model shop, but this was 
unusual, even for me. 

I’ve not used much Tamiya in the past but found both 
the spray and brushable paints covered well and dried 
quickly. I’ll certainly be using them again in the future, 
although probably not in this colour!

What do you remember from the Great 
Model Railway Challenge?
For Phil, it’s the crochet trees, and now he has 
one as they were sold off in aid of charity at 
Warley.

Speaking of Warley, how about this 009 
rocket locomotive? It’s a promotional gift 
produced by Kato and one member of the 
team really wants one…

No space for a model railway?
Not even one with T gauge shunters?

Another layout shoot, another beer
it seems for Andy.

Burning Question…
What project will you be working on in 2020?
Andy: I’m building a steelworks in EM gauge.
Phil: A radio-controlled lifeboat called Vegesack.
Howard: Getting my TVR back on the road.
Debbie: I’ve been inspired to make a Harry Potter model.
Ruth: A 1970’s Portacabin for our latest o�  ce layout.
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