AUSTRALIAN

Issue 378 Vol. 32 No.9
ISSN 0045-009X

9 W770045%009 “II"l

009




Victorian Railways
K Class Locomotive

Featuring a dlecast metal boller, metal footplate, metal chassls and metal connecting rods. All wheel slectrical
pickup and a switchable keep allve capacitor for Tault free DCC operation. Working headlight with red/white
marker lights for realistic lighting control. Genuine Kadee scale head whisker coupler Is fltted to the tender and
a scale sized swivelling knuckle and three link coupler is fitted to the front buffer beam.

Avallabla In elther DC control @ $660.00 per model or DCC + Sound @ $799.00 per model.
See the SDS Models website for the full range of running numbers.

Victorian Railways
D3 Class Locomotive

Avallable In elther DC control @ $660.00 per model or DCC + Sound @ $799.00 per model. DCC - SOUND

See the SDS Models website for the full range of running numbers. LOK4SOUND
¥5.0 Sound Decoder




62 Moore Street Mail orders:

LIVERPOOL : 4 . % www.casulahobbies.com.au
NSW 21 70 CASULA HOBBIES sales@casuﬁerlrr];ill):bies.com.au
PHONE (02) 9602 8640 * o '

—— VISA
Still the place for models of Australian Railways

TRADING HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY: 9.30am-4.00pm. SATURDAY: 9.30am-2.00pm. CLOSED SUNDAYS

The NSWGR Z13 class 4-4-2 tank locomotive
STRICTLY LIMITED RUN - ORDER NOW!

$895.00

DC/DCC SOUND

MODEL
LIMITED PRODUCTION
RUN OF 500-600 UNITS

SPECIAL — FOR THIS
ISSUE ONLY
WHILE STOCKS LAST
ARM C3813
Discounted price
$230.00

o Offer ends 1 August 2026 or when
: stocks run out
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COMMENT By Scott Fitzgerald

The Victorian modelling Juggernaut

There has been a slow but steady increase in the production of Victorian
prototype models and many of the New South Wales-based manufacturers have
embraced the Victorian modelling Juggernaut to the extent that now there is a
saying: if it has Victorian Railways (VR) on it, it will sell.

What could be the cause for this success? What are Victorian modellers doing
right, and why is it happening now? Some thoughts on how we may have gotten
here:
® A powerful modelling base that puts their money where their mouth is.
® Modelling advocates that lobby manufacturers, they make their presence felt at

exhibitions and push their wish lists directly to manufacturers.
® An active and widespread exhibition scene, with multiple big, capital city, and

healthy regional exhibitions, which attract both retail shops and manufacturers.

The simple fact of having more than one or two big exhibitions puts more

modellers and families through the doors, which means a larger financial base,

spread evenly geographically and temporally, supporting multiple organisations

(therefore it is not just one club or entity that succeeds).
® Readily-available prototype information, well-documented, and a steady stream

of self-supported publishers who produce publications on general and niche

subjects, such as the histories of certain railway lines etc. This helps the curious
modeller, with everything laid out for them, making modelling easier. Pick it up,
take it home, devour the information.

® A willingness to help manufacturers in the design phase of production of a
model.

® Staging regular modelling forums, where modellers can display their work to a
like-minded audience. This inspires others to get in and give it a go, also
providing even more information to their modelling base in the process, with
well-produced handout material.

® Mixing modelling with prototype events. Given the right encouragement, this
could tap into the railfan-only audience, which will only help the modelling base.

® From an exhibition layout point of view, there is also a healthy layout production
base, with a steady stream of Victorian-prototype layouts being produced by
individuals as well as clubs. This means that going to an exhibition you might be
surprised by the variety of different layouts being displayed. This also includes
non-Victorian prototype layouts being produced in Victoria.

® Obsession with prototype one-off locomotives or rolling stock. I am not sure
where this comes from, but my guess would be it follows on from the obsession
to be informed and devour every obscure morsel of prototype information
produced. Based on this obsession would Victorian Modellers be happy to put
their money down for a r-t-r H220 4-8-4 steam locomotive?

® Dedication to the cause. While operating my layout at the Kyneton exhibition, a

V/Line modeller struck up a conversation with me. It turns out that this modeller

and his mate were building a layout for the forthcoming Lilydale exhibition, and

his ‘collectable’ car was stored at his missus’” house so that they could finish the
layout in his garage. I said to him, “well, she is a keeper!” At the Lilydale
exhibition, there they were with the completed layout, grinning from ear to ear,
proud of what they had all achieved. During the Sunday arvo pack-up, his
missus asked me, “You don’t do this every weekend do you?” I responded oh no,
only when asked. “Oh thank you, oh my god!” There are lots of Victorian
modellers out there dedicated to the cause.

What do you think is the secret of Victorian modellers” success?

Give us feedback at: amrmteam@outlook.com

SOUTHERN CROSS MODEL RAILWAY ASSOCIATION

The Annual Membership Fee for SCMRA is $80.00 from and location please contact the divisional representative.
March to February, which includes the membership data Membership services include magazine binders and
pack. Applications must be received by the first of the odd photocopies of articles from out of print issues of AMRM
month to meet our mailing list deadlines. For applications at discount prices.

received between the 2nd September and the 2nd January
the Half Annual Fee is $40.00 (does not include October

issue of AMRM). All fees are GST Inclusive. Secretary: Michael Lillie
Membership entitles you to participate in the activities of
the Association, to receive AMRM and our regular news- Publications Editor Emeritus: Bob Gallagher

sheet Booster. Standards, Recommended Practices and
Information Sheets covering model railway practice are
included in the joining kit together with a vinyl ring binder
and are also issued at regular intervals.

Membership Enquiries:
PO Box 345, MATRAVILLE, 2036
Phone (02) 9311 2036

For further details write to the Secretary or contact the DIVISIONAL REPRESENTATIVES
divisional representative. New South Wales:
Meetings are usually organised on the second Saturday Graham Windmill, Ph. 0423 527 951

of each month in New South Wales. For further details
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First in the series of Goninan’s Sydney Su
Ready,to Run HO Scale 2-Rail DC :
Mani _a__c‘bring 2 models, power car and trailer car in the combinations listed beneath, "% _v =

Original Silver Livery CityDecker Colour Livery
(J 592-5-Set Original 4-car set w/Blue bogies. (J 598 - Goninan S Set CityDecker 4-car set with unpainted doors.
[J 593 - Goninan S-Set Original 4-car set w/Black bogies. (J599 - Goninan S Set CityDecker 4-car set with yellow doors.

(J 594 - Goninan S-Set Original 4-car set with Blue Centre Line S-77. (J600 - Goninan S Set CityDecker 2-car set with yellow doors.

(3 595 - Goninan S-Set Original 4-car set with Blue Centre Line S-78. (J601 - Goninan S Set CityDecker 2 car set Power car and Dummy car.
(596 - Goninan S-Set Original 2-car set Power car and Trailer car.

[J 597 - Goninan S-Set Original 2 car set Power and Dummy car.

Shop 1, 181 Church Street Parramatta. NSW 2150
Ph: +612 9635 8618
mail@bergshobbies.com.au www.bergshobbies.com.au
"= N I IS I S S S S . . .-

The Hornby Railway Collectors’ Association of
> Australia Inc. is devoted to collecting, preserving
m,. and running toy and model trains and products

by Meccano Ltd. and other makes.

% Monthly meetings are held with an AGM
weekend and two auctions per annum.
Qur first-class full-colour quarterly
40-page magazine contains access
» {0 members who may help with
repairs and spares.
Annual subscription is $72.
Membership forms are
on line at www.hrcaa.net

Prototype
Plansiand!Lists of.Materialsifor.all Gauges

info@trackplanningservices.com.au

Hornby

Dublo&
I 0-gauge

locomotives

: Ell
g

by 12mm coreless motors or
-, Mashima 1220 or 1224 motors

Custom Assembled with two gear ratio options;
15:1 for $95 and 27:1 for $135; Un-powered
Dummy Beetle with pickups $25
Wheelbbases from 21 to 40mm

Wheel Options

9.6mm disc

10.5mm disc and 10 spoke

11.08mm 9 spoke

11.6mm disc

12.0mm disc

12.25mm disc and 12 spoke

14mm disc

Most sizes available in

RP25-110 and RP25-88 profile

All prices include GST

SUPPLIER

(&) Hardware, Materials & Accessories @ Expert Guidance
(@) Trusted Brands (&) 24/7 Online Store
(&) Fast Order Processing @ B2b Sales

3DCAST.COM.AU

PO R M, Victoria, 1923

% BEETLE Self Contained Drive Bogies powered

Phone: (03) 5956 9389  p= ‘1-:3;
Visa, Mastercard. @m Models
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The Leader in Australian Model Railways ™ ] T el
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with Red Lining 8 Nameplates with Bed Lining 8 Duck Egg Logo with Ead Lining & Mo Plnstripes

421-1 42101 NSWGR - Indimn Rad with Red Lining 421-20 42102 NSWGR - Indian Red with Red Lining 421-21 42108 NSWGR - Indian Red with Red Lining 421-23 42108 NSWGR - Indian Red with Red Lining
Lining

421-19 42104 NSWGR - Incllan Red with Red Uining and "First Through Train® Nameplates 421-22 42107 NSWGR - Incllan Red with Red 421-24 42110 NSWGR - Indian Red with Red Lining
NSWGR - Indian Red NSWER - Indlan Red Austerity NSWGR - Reversa SRA - Candy

with Ho Red Lining with Whits L7 with Red Roof

421-25 42101 NSWGR - Indian Red with No Rad Lining 421-26 42103 NSWGR - Indian Red Austerity 421-10 42104 NSWGR - Reverse 421-28 42102 SRA - Candy with Red Roof and Yelkw L7

and with Whits LT A421-27 42108 NSWGR - Indlan Red Austerity
SRA - Candy Chumrall - Candy Restored OR National Northern Rivers Railroad
with Erey Rool

421-29 42107 SRA - Gandy with Grey Roof and Yellow L7 421-30 42103 Chumrall - Candy Restored “Chumater” 421-18 42103 QR National - Yellow/Rleck 421-31 42100 Northem Rivers Raliraad - BlusiOrangs/Yellow

with White L7
Aurizon Chumrall - NRR Restorad Reverss - Restorad SEARE

SP—!GZ
4-21—-9-24210?11@ - BlusiOrangs/Yolkm 421-33 42105 Chumrail - NRR Restored - BP-151 421 Class with Drive Shafte - 1 Palr $40.95
! mmnlrm SP-152 421 Class 12v Motor - 1 x Motor $20.56

8P-197 421 Cless DC PCB/Lighting Set - 1 x Set 528,95

«lwF AUSCISION AUSCISIONMODELS.COMAU B 3 ©

The Leader in Australian Model Railways n Box ‘I'l'l‘!. Cantle lw. NEW 1m n-ml-

PH: 0428-886-442
Auncivon Ml Fiy L 2020 ABN 18 850 830128



Hobby

Centre
We are located at: A4/ 2-4 Central Avenue Thornleigh NSW 2120 Ourc_)r};enin% (t)imes are
Visit our new website and online store at: www.scalemodelco.com.au Fri. 10am- 5 pm
We can be contacted on sales@scalemodelco.com.au or by phone on 0404 935 663 Sat.9am - 1pm

HO Scale Vehicles esin unpaintedris) scale: 1:87 International ACCO

International ACCO h International ACCO Prime Mover - Single Axle

= ==u. Fuel Tanker Prime Mover - Dual Axle "
- —

Price: $39.95 Price: $35.95 Price: $35.95

2 M Bedford S Milk Tanker International ACCO 2050
£y £~ HO Scale - - Tioper
O Vehicles : :
(Resin unpainted kits)
Scale: 1:87

Price: $39.95 Price: $35.95

International ACCO 2050
Flat Top

International ACCO Milk Tanker

Bedford TK Milk Tanker
—

Price: $49.95

Price: $49.95 Price: $35.95

- NSWGR G2 Goods Shed Australian Houses HO Scale
g Price: $69.95 (Low Relief Models) BUlldlngs
a Scale: 1:87 (Resin unpainted)

Version A

Price: $37.95

Version

Scale: 1:87
Price: $37.95

Jyp \\',\R';\I.-\h‘ =
' 0 NSWGR MHG
: ’ Guards sVla\nzs5

2 Versions produced from original drawings as delivered
with 2AP bogies and Modified body with 2AT bogies

RT\TAH

LTIt

Late Version —"__ Early Version

Price: $375.00 * Price: $375.00

NSWGR BMT Milk Wagon

Scale: 1:43.5
Kit includes resin, etch and brass parts.
Also includes wheels, decals, 2SE Bogies
and buffers - does not include couplers

Price: $275.00

NSWGR WHX Hopper

Scale: 1:43.5

Kit includes resin, etch and brass parts.
Also includes wheels, decals, bogies
and buffers - does not include couplers

Price: $295.00

We are now stocking N British, HO Australian, OO British, 009 British and On30, as well
as our extensive range of O scale and Modelling materials.

WARATAH

SR gy CenE

June 6 - 8 Ridley Pavilion
Adelaide Showground

Saturday/Sunday 9:30-5pm. Monday 9:30-4
Tickets at www.modelrailwayshow.org.au

e traders
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A Hiwlory of Mudsen Brothers
Carparters. Engests & Manulictanry
1008 100

SCR PUBLICATIONS
PO Box 345 MATRAVILLE 2036
Telephone: (02) 9311 2036
www.australianmodelrailways.com




Shop 2, 1A LAWRENCE HARGRAVE WAY,

ozrail PARAFIELD 5106 SA

(Behind Bunnings & next to Foundation 1)
MODEL TRAINS

Pty Ltd Scratch Building Supplies - Scenery - Controllers - Loco’s &
Rolling Stock - Points & Accessories - Buildings & Building Kits
- Books - Slot Cars - Monthly Workshops - Decoder &
MANUFACTURER - RETAILER - Repair Service - Layout Advice - Hire Shop - Slot Car Racing

WHOLESALER * WHOLESALE ENQUIRIES WELCOME **
OZRAIL - Retail - FB FLAT WAGON - SALE $85 per pack

Metal wheels - Scale knuckle couplers - ABS plastic chassis - Extra stanchions included.

Grey almost sold out

OZRAIL — Laser Cut MDF Structures

Some designs available in both HO and N scales

ALL SCALE SCENICS

A division of Ozrail Model Trains—Handmade scenery made in Vietnam.

WE BUY MODEL TRAIN COLL
Ask for a no-obligation free quote.
Large collections are our specialty. Will travel interstate.

TRADING HOURS: WEEKDAYS 9AM TO 5PM, THURSDAYS 9AM TO 9PM
SATURDAY 9AM TO 4PM & SUNDAY 11AM TO 4PM - PUBLIC HOLIDAYS—CLOSED
PH: 08 8258 7665

Website: www.ozrailmodeltrains.com.au / Email: info@ozrailmodeltrains.com.au

Like us on Facebook!

Australian Model Railway Magazine June 2026. Page 9




Ixion (7 |< MORLEY

LT XL R ST L L L2182 P BIVR cn"“nl“ns
el Ay W DIRECT

VR RT Rail Tractor in HO Scale EXPERIENCE THE ULTIMATE IN CONTROLLER TECHNOLOGY

All-wheel pickup, realistic speed and hauling power, directional lighting, PERFECT FOR ALL CORELESS MOTORS
genuine Kadee couplers, DC and DCC Sound versions, liveries TBA.
One body style only. Follow our Facebook page for updates. VORTRAK ZERO TEN VECTOR ZERO FIVE

2 x 5mtr hand held controllers 2 x 2.5mtr hand held controllers
+ OO/HO/N/OO9/TT120 gauge (1 amp per track) | +1x12V DC accessory
2 x 12V DC accessories * OO/HO/N/OO9/TT120 gauge (1 amp per track)
« Four track  Twin track
* Slowest speeds ever « Slowest speeds ever
« ‘Crawler’ model available « ‘Crawler’ model available
AUS $450 nzssto | AUS $250 nzssoo
FREE SHIPPING/POSTAGE FREE SHIPPING/POSTAGE

REPAIR/TECHNICAL SERVICE FROM TURNER ELECTRONICS Q/LAND 4580.
CDU FOR POINT MOTORS ON-BOARD

F
Each controller has state-of-the-art design, offering very best performance capability. Slow and  ASSISTED
fast speeds are superb. Internal seperate transformer for each track from 220/240 AC mains. COOLING

Also still available in HO:

° VR A2 Class loco (multiple styles)

. VR J Class (multiple styles, low stocks)
. LF bogie sheep wagon (low stocks)

. MF bogie cattle wagon (limited stock)

www.aus.morleycontrollers.com
= stu@aus.morleycontrollers.com

Tel: +44 1704 533116 PO Box 501, Southport, PR9 9ZL, UK
Ixion Model Railways Australia Pty Ltd B, ———
Sales: 0412 574 151 Technical advice: 0433 646 393 VISA L
s RS LR =

Website: www.ixionmodels.com.au Email: info@ixionmodels.com

O Box 2100 Brighton, Vic 3186

powerline@powerline.com.au
https:/iwww.facebook.com/PowerlineModels

MODEL RAILWAYS OF AUSTRALIA NSW 48 ClaSS MK1

Separately Applied Brass AirHoras  Separately applied: Separately applied Exhaust Separately

Flet t i i -
B R Operational Vyiare.S it \( etal Handrails applt_ed
Lit Marker lights ‘ Metal Grab Irons ‘ ‘ / details
Numberboards .-d‘ — i Detailed
Printing
Operational S I
Headlights eparatoly
applied

Plastic
andrails

»
Blackened RP25
metal wheels
DCC Keep Alive All wheel drive
ON/OFF Switch and electrical pick up

/ A ST N Builders Plate Diecast Chassis  5._pyje scew wound can motor
Sprung Buffers Sandlrng Plpe§ Detailed Bogies With twin brass flywheels
Metal Knuckle Couplers Separately applied & painted Steps

PR481-1-22 48 Class Indian Red PR481-1-24 48 Class Indian Red PR481-2-09 48 Class Reverse PR481-3-26 48 Class Reverse -(DC)
PR481A-1-22 48 Class Indian Red PR481A-1-24 48 Class Indian Red PR481A-2-09 48 Class Reverse PR481A-3-26 48 Class Reverse
DC-$350 (PR481) and DCC Sound (PR481A) $465. ESU DCC Loksound V5 and DCC SOUNDS.

- U
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Roco Z21 DCC
System & Accessories

10833 10834

z21 Start Set Z21 Pro Set 10813
Z21 MultiMaus

with MultiMaus
$550.00

10805

Z21 light BOOSTER

$265.00

with WLANMaus
$1150.00

10806

Z21 single BOOSTER

$459.00

Z21 WLANMaus
$259.00

10808
Z21 Detector
$229.00

$235.00

10819
Z21 Detector x16
$239.00

10836 10837 10797 10838
Z21 switch DECODER Z21 signal DECODER Z21 multi LOOP Z21 pro LINK
$175.00 $245.00 $175.00 $175.00

orientexpressmodels.com.au
Orient Express Model Railway Shop

27 | 464 Pulteney St, Adelaide SA, 5000
(08) 8271 7861 sales@orientexpressmodels.com.au

Your Model Railway Specialist!
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P.O. Box 39 Galston NSW 2159
ABN - 64 123 138 661

73 - gwens - i 0
|
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QR SX Coaches

IN STOCK NOW QR SX COACH,

AVAILABLE IN 2 & 5 CAR PACKS.

16.5 mm & 12 mm track gauges
FIVE CAR PACK $795.00
TWO CAR PACK $320.00

e
ESU

Authorised Dealer

Decoder Wiz has been providing professional
sound decoder installations for more than
. fourteen years, with a guarantee that they will
work & sound great

We bE” and mqtall I--? J, Di DSI :.ound

dpcoders function deroders, command :tatrons,
stationary decoder , programmers, decoder testers
and many brands of speakers, etc.
All with manufacturer’s warranty and at very
competitive prices.

If you want to show your support for Decoder Wiz the
Merchandise page has very useful everyday cheap
items, buy a Hat or 8 Mug.

Page 12. June 2026

Available direct from IDR Models ¢ VISIT: www.idrmodels.com.au for more information and pricing

VR NN ballast wagons

IN STOCK NOW
8 DIFFERENT PACKS OF 4

$320.00
Al

VR F Class

NOW IN DEVELOPMENT FOR 1ST QUATER
2026 THE VR F CLASS SHUNTER, FOR MORE
INFORMATION AND PRICING WITH ONLINE
PREORDERING AVAILABLE ON THE IDR
MODELS WEBSITE.

Platform Printing Australia

We create tiny things for tiny worlds §
Designed, Printed & Painted in Australia

New models!
urban figures,
animals and
much more

1Y

Animals from
Australia and
across the world

Full colour prints as
shown, no painting

or decals needed and
no removal of support ﬂ
required. Full colour

prints available in
most scales

3D Printed Models ’
Australian Themed Chl?Ck us out (Emllne
or in the next issue

We Print Any Scale
Plain/Full Colour for more new and
Custom Orders improved modelis!
Bulk Discounts

Wholesale Orders

HA E] i www.platformprintingaustralia.com
s @ Platform Printing Australia

e @® platformprintingaus
;': Use code Issue378 for 20% off next order*

“Offer vaiid until 31 July 2026
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SRAIN [RORRIER

NGH-T1 BGKF Srain Hoppet, S8R Faded SRA Red
with DCA Bogies, White Grain Lid and G

NGH-T5 BGKF Grain Hoppes, 55 Faded SRA Red
with DCA Bogles, ¥hils Grain Lid and GraiTll

NEH-T) BEMF Grain Hopper, S5R Faded SRA Rad
wih DGA Boges, Yhite Graln Lid and Graffl

MNGH-100 BGHF Grain Hoppear, SSR Faded SRA Rsd
with Black XC5 Bogisa, Whits Grain Lid and Gred

Single I¥agon $100.00
‘Free Avsiralien shinping.  boded dedalls, delivery dafes 4 prices sidyect! o chenge without nodfes.

«»AUSCISION  AUSCISIONMODE

The Leader in Australi

an Model Railways

Hepper,
with DCA Bogies, Whits Grain Lid and Gt

HGH-T8 BGIF Grain S5R Faded SRA Rad
with DCA Bogies, Whils Grain Lid and Graifl
Singls Vagon $100.00

HGH-50 BEKF Grain Hoppar, SSR BlacdFaded SRA
Rad with Yelow XCS Bogies, Yhits Orain Lid and Graffi

Eingls Wagan $130.00

NGH-101 BOKF Graln Hopper, 3SR Faded SRA Rad
‘with Black XCS Bogies, White Grain Lki and Grafiti

Bingle Wagon $100.00

tha protolypa wagon

HO SCALE

NGH-85 BGKF Grain Hopper, S5R Faded SRA Red
NCGH-58 BEKF Grain Hopper, SER Faded SRA Red

4 Yegon Pack 5$300.00 ea

S8R - Faded SRA Red
with X8 Bogias (T2}

NEH-§§ BEKF Gmin Hoppar, S5R Faded SRA Red
NG@H-70 BGKF Grain Hopper, S8R Faded SRA Red

4 Veagon Pack $300.00 sa.

NGH-73 BOKF Grain Hopper, S8R Faded 8RA Red
with DCA Bogles, ¥niie Grain Lid and Graffii

NGH-TT BGKF Grain B5H Faded 5RA Red
with DCA Bogles, Whila Grain Uid and GealTll

NEH-81 SGKF Crain Hopper, S5R BlankiFaded ERA

NGH-102 BOWF Gmain Hoppar, S8R Faded SRA Rad
with Black XG5 Bogies, Whits Grain Lid and Graitl

Single Wagen $100.00

NGH-74 BGKF CGralin S8R Faded BRA Red
with DCA Boghes, Whits Grain Lid and Greftl
Single ¥éagon $100.00

NGH-7% BGHF Grein 55R Faded SRARad
‘with DCA Bogles, Whiks Gealn Lid and Grafil
Singls Wagan $102.00

SSA - Faded SRA Red

NGH-&2 BOKF Graln Hoppar, SSR Feded SRA Red
‘with Black XC8 Bogles, ¥nite Grain Lid end GrafMd

Singls Wagan $100.00

NEGH- 103 BAKF Grain Hopper, SR Faded SRA Red
‘with Blaci XCS Bogiee, ¥inile Grain Lid and Graffi

Bingle Wagon $100.00

LS.COM.AUE3

PO Box 1781, Gastls Hil, NSW 1765 Avetralla

PH: 0425-886-448
Ameic Wodea Py Ll JE0ASN 45 580 530 e



Australian Model Railway Association WA ‘

presents

PERTH MODEL RAILWAY
EXHIBITION 2026_

All Aboard for 2026

T It's coming - May 30/31, 2026
Hills Model Railway
Society Exhibition

Hawkesbury Race Club
Clarendon 2756

The ultimate celebration o
gty t] ) 1 . y ids under ree
of miniature railways, big | BrEEa

Accepted
- and small. s
LM L] " Y N\ \gm - Sat 20 & Sun 21 June, 2026 * 9:30am -4:30pm
& Tickets via 'Q'R Code FidmiMarch 1, 2026 or at venue Silver Jubilee Pavilion, Claremont Showground
Laok f:_rlI"s";';:;d:aesa°';;‘c'}‘erts-°’9-a“ or  Operating Model Railway Layouts « Model Sellers ¢
1 rallw 1
n ¢ 2 E E * Railway Societies « LEGO® Train Zone °
«  You asked for it! There will be Tickets th I'Ol.lgh TryBooking
pre-loved trains on sale E (DOOR TICKETS ALSO AVAILABLE) '

Miniature worlds. Maximum smiles. For all ages! |
For further information email secretary@hmrs.org.au *The RAS may charge a parking fee*

The North Shore Railway

Modellers Association Inc.
presents the

53rd ANNUAL
EXHIBITION

Sat. 25th July 2026 10am — 5pm
Sun. 26th July 2026 10am — 3pm

Police Citizens Youth Club

THE BRISBANE MODEL TRAIN SHOW 2026 40 Kingsway Dee Why NSW 2099
4th July 9am to Spm
Sth July 9am to 4pm Admission: Adult $20, Child $7,
NORTHSIDE INDOOR CENTRE Concession $15, Family $40

HOME OF THE WIZARDS BASKETBALL CLUB
20 CAMBEWARRA STREET,ZILLMERE

Adults $20.00 Concession $15.00

Children 16 years and under are free if accompanied by a Adult or Concession
Holder

Please be advised ticket are ONLY available at the door and not on-line.

Come by Train with a 250m walk from Zillmere Station

330 BUS from Chermside A great time out for the whole family,
serious modellers or those new to the hobby.
Driving follow the “TRAIN SHOW” signs from Gympie Road or Murphy Road. continuing our support for
Free parking onsite and in surrounding streets. The Riding for the Disabled Association
www.brisbanemodeltrainshow.com.au
brisbanemodeltrainshow@gmail.com Inc. “Tall Timbers” Centre, Box Hill NSW

www.facebook.com/brisbanemodeltrainshow

Please refer to our website
www.nsrma.com
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On Track Models

Our HO Scale 94 Class Locomotive Model
is arriving in late 2026

eyt

This Officially Licenced Model is Exclusive to On Track Models

It comes Featured with a Quality 5 Pole Skew Wound Motor
with Twin Brass Flywheels, Scale AMRA Profile Metal Wheels,
All Wheel Drive - All Wheel Pick Up, Die Cast Metal Chassis,
Highly Detailed Bogies with Separately Applied Parts,
Either Factory Installed with a DCC Loksound 5 Chip or
DC Sound Ready, both with Twin Speakers Installed
Etched Metal Detail Parts with See-Through Metal Grills,
Genuine Kadee Metal Couplers, a Highly Detailed Cab Interior,
Operational Cab Light, Headlights, Ditch lights, & Marker lights
Compatible with Code 70, 83, & 100 Rail,

Accurate Paint Schemes & Printing, Factory Painted & Decorated

This Highly Detailed Model will only be Available Direct from
On Track Models Australia and Our Retail Network.

On Track Models Australia Pty Limited
Addrass: P.O.Box 5515, South Windsor NSW 2756 ph: 0478 289 686 / 0478 BUY OTM
. e mai: Sales@ontrackmodels com au oniine shop: hitps://fontrackmodels.shop/

Australian Model Railway Magazine June 2026. Page 15



AMRA VICTORIA PRESENTS

2

CAULFIELD RACECOURSE, STATION ST, CAULFIELD.
SATURDAY 9AM TO 5PM. SUNDAY 9AM TO 4PM.

GENERAL ADMISSION: FLAT RATE $20. ALL CHILDREN UNDER 16
YEARS OF AGE FREE IF ACCOMPANIED BY A PAID ADMISSION.
SCAN QR CODE TO PRE-PURCHASE TICKETS.

BOOKINGS

WWW.AMRAVIC.COM.AU

The Georges River Model Railway Club
is presenting the 3rd Goulburn Model Expo

on the weekend of 29th and 30th August, 2026
Veolia Arena, Braidwood Rd Goulburn.
Saturday 9 to 5
Sunday 9 to 4
Adults $15 and Concession $10
Children free under 12
Over 70 Layouts and Traders
From around Australia

Pre paid entry tickets are available

www.goulburnmodelexpo.com.au

0 ©

MODELLING THE
RAILWAYS OF
SOUTH AUSTRALIA

CONVENTION

Lecture Theatre
Flinders Medical Centre
Bedford Park

e Stock trains of the 1970s

< Whyalla Steel Works

e Modelling Murray Bridge

e The NR Class diesels

e 3D printing for model railways

« Containers

« 30 years of presentations

With additional articles in the notes on locos,
wagons and more...

Displays of these and other topics will also be

on hand. Lunch and comprehensive notes on

all presentations will be provided as usual.

Registration forms will be available in mid-

June:

e as an on-line registration form, or form for
downloading, from the Convention website
at www.mrsac.com.

e from some hobby shops.
Forms should be available at the June

Exhibition and will be emailed or posted to
recent attendees in late June.

Sponsored by the
Australian Model Railway Magazine
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‘GREAT TRAIN SHOW-

MODEL RAILWAY
EXHIBITION

ROSEHILL GARDENS, SYDNEY
24-25 October 2026

Applications are open for Sponsors, Traders and
innovative layouts of all prototypes and scales.
Email: exhibition@eppingmodelrailway.org.au




»
= 2. A PO Box 407 SANS SOUCI NSW 2219

- Phone: (02) 9529 2235

* Email: eureka.m@bigpond.net.au
E U RE KA M OD E LS * Website: www.eurekamodels.com.au

Eureka Models Pty. Ltd. ABN 50 828 362 868

THE NSWGR 38 CLASS RE-RUN

o 5 '*"""_"-'? = 4 g
[

- = P g TN TR - —_— = e e e P SRR e - Cl oy
3801 and 3830 above are decoration samples received from the factory which illustrate “light” and “dark” green. The factory has confirmed
that the production run will be “on the wharf”in China before the end of April. When it will be “on a ship” will be determined by factors

beyond the factory’s control.

The following variations will be available:
3801 1946 green(light), 2021 green (dark), black, grey
3802 Special green (dark)

After delivery price $820.00
Factory weathering (light dusting) add $50.00

3803 Special green (dark) Eactory fitted sound adgiggggg
3804  Black CRELSS a :
3805 Black

3806  Green (dark) with black smoke box 3818  Green (dark) with black smoke box

3807 Royal Train pilot lined black 3820 Black lined red

3809 Black, lined red 3822 Green (dark) with green smoke box

3813 1967 Streamlined Green 3827 1947 Special green (dark)

3815 Black, lined red 3830 Green (dark) with black smoke box

-

THE NSWGR AD60 CLASS | COMING SOON:!

The NSWGR TAM and MCE/X carriages

BEYE R-GARRATT LOCOMOTIVE Early version with crown lights and tongue and groove siding
on cantilever underframe.
RE-RUN After delivery price $165.00
The following variations are in stock: Weathering add $35.00
6001, 6007, 6016: Plain black with red lining, short bunker Postage add $30.00

without sound tubes.

6020: “Centenary Colours”. AU G 2

6027, 6032, 6036: Plain black, long bunker with sound

tubes. R Class re-run

6029: As preserved ACT ARHS with ACT Herald, City of The first re-run of Eureka Models’ popular R class model has
Canberra and ARHS name boards OR as preserved Transport commenced with testing of the tooling from the original run

Heritage NSW, plain black, Transport Heritage NSW name  ompleted and the new tooling required for the WCR varia-

boards. .

Basic Unit $1275.00 tions underway. . 4 .

Factory weathering add $50.00 The factory has set itself an ambitious target delivery date of
ZIMO sound add $185.00 the end of 2026.

Postage add $30.00

Eureka MoDELS

“The Leaders in Sound”

Australian Model Railway Magazine June 2026. Page 17




Nsw SrRA 81 Class Locomotive

Available with either [[TEX] 0TI
HOn3.5 or HO Gauge [F—| —

NswGR U and K Open Wagons




NswWGR RG Greyhound Cars

| GAUGE |

HO
(1:87 |

SDS Models P/L - ABN 86 628 053 529
PO Box 804 Winston Hills NSW 2153 Australia sdsmodels.com.au

Email: sales@sdsmodels.com.au \
Phone: 0431 423 878




IneNorthmeadowiines

Phil Nadin describes his substantial NSWGR layout set in the late 1960s. Photos by Scott Fitzgerald.

Locomotive AD60 No. 6030 waits with No. 631 loaded coal train 1
as it is overtaken by No. 4512 and a 45 class hauling No. 245 Express goods. _ 0= Lam




Northmeadow is a model railway set
in the Newcastle, Short North and Lower
Hunter area of New South Wales (NSW)
in the late sixties steam-to-diesel transi-
tion period. The main purpose of this lay-
out is to provide for operations, and lots
of them — just on 100 train movements in
a day’s timetable sequence.

Setting the scene

Work on the layout started in 2008. The
first stage involved major rebuilding of a
train room to accommodate a new layout.
Like many modellers, our family cars had
not seen the inside of a garage for dec-
ades, but the old layout had developed in

stages, largely unplanned. The effects of
the layout’s age, magnified by some
inherent design issues, a lack of carpentry
and electrical skills, as well as the under-
house garage the layout occupied, which
was prone to flooding and regular visita-
tions from all manner of critters, provided
a pretty strong motivation to plan a major
redevelopment. Moreover, the collection
of locomotives and rolling stock had out-
grown the old layout, and something was
needed that would allow for the running
of more trains.

When the new room was finished, it
came with a host of very welcome fea-
tures including more space, adequate

An afternoon at Honeysuckle terminal finds locomotive No. 3662 about to leave
with an Up Gosford passenger service, to be followed by a Maitland-bound
Diesel train, and No. 3067 on a Toronto local passenger service.

drainage, upgraded power supply with
plenty of lighting, and vermin-proofing
(no more cats, rats, possums, geckos or
snakes!!).



The track plan
As Northmeadow isn’t my first layout,
I could build on previous experience.
That's management speak for ‘I've made
enough mistakes in the past to have a
pretty clear idea of what disasters I want
to avoid this time around’. Disasters like
duck-unders. At 190 cm tall and ageing,
crawling into the train room on my hands
and knees is no longer a pleasant way to
commence an operating session. In fact,
all I have ever really wanted to do is walk
into the train room, switch on the lights,
and start running the trains.
So, a list of features to incorporate or
avoid for the new layout was developed:
® No duck-unders
® Double track main line in a continuous
figure of eight pattern
® Capable of one person operation from
a central control with visual surveil-
lance of the whole layout
® On-track storage for at least twelve
trains, with reversing loops, minimis-
ing the need for manual handling of
model locomotives and rolling stock

® Multi-level to accommodate storage
tracks, with a generous maximum train
length

® Based on Short North/ Newcastle/

Hunter prototype — mid to late 60s

steam to diesel transition era
® Stub end terminus for ‘Newcastle’, also

a branch line and a colliery
® ‘Olde world” electronics, DC operation

and hand control of points, power

operated only when out of reach

® Local cab control to allow for simulta-
neous shunting and main line running

® Mainline track — PECO code 100; sec-
ondary lines and sidings — code 75 (re-
cycled as much as possible from earlier
layouts)

® Sequential New South Wales

Government Railways (NSWGR)

Working Timetable based operation
® Scenic vistas from front of layout; no

visual barriers, thereby allowing visual

control throughout nearly all the room

® Realistic weathering of buildings and
rolling stock based on photographs

® High standard of finish throughout the
room: plenty of lighting; colour har-
monisation of scenery, fascias, below
fascias and walls; workbenches tidy
and storage out of sight; neat shelving
and photos/memorabilia properly dis-
played.

The track plan includes two features
which have proved crucial in achieving
the aims for the layout. The first of these
is a traverser for storage of down North
Coast and Main North trains. This is
located under Northmeadow station and
yard. Armchair Modeller Downunder
provided a reminder of the possibilities
that traversers offer (refer https://arm-
chairmodellerdownunder.blogspot.com/
search/label/Traverser ). In my case, being
able to roll out the storage tracks from
under the Northmeadow station and
yard to check or vary goods train consists,
or to change locomotives after a run,
means the clearance spacing between lev-
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The Northmeadow Lines
HO scale (1: 87) )
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els is much less than if the storage tracks
could only be accessed by reaching under
i l the upper level. This traverser provides
&S T - nine storage tracks each 2400mm long.
A TS —" Another advantage is doing away with
™ ARTI™™AGE _— A the need for the point ladders which
-y would have been required at both ends of
the storage yard. This represents a huge
saving in space. The whole contraption
was made in a day by a mate who is a
cabinet maker, and it works very well.
The saving in not having to purchase six-
teen sets of points paid for the traverser,
and all the other benefits came for free.

The other important feature is the
incorporation of a reverser facility in the
way the storage sidings for goods trains
are marshalled. Trains entering the
‘Down’ storage tracks on the traverser re-
emerge on the ‘Up’ main after running
under Northmeadow. Similarly, trains
stored in the “Up’ storage facility re-
emerge onto the ‘Down’ main by passing
Locomotlve No. 5468 waits with one of the day’s processions of Up goods trains while  under another set of running lines situat-
a passenger service precedes it out of Northmeadow. ed on the second peninsula. They are
effectively reversed without any manipu-
lation by the operator, unless of course to
alter their consist or change locomotives.
The idea of using grade separation
occurred from observing how the Coffs
Harbour Model Railway Club exhibition
‘illlu """3 layout uses grade separation to access

their impressive storage areas. By using a
similar concept on this layout, it is possi-
ble to maintain a lot of action on the
mainline.

As this layout is mostly a one-person
operation, it is important that trains can
be kept under visual control all the time,
and that most parts of the track can be
reached quickly if anything goes wrong
(assuming the operator is awake!). The
dimensions of the room and the layout
design dictated the baseboards be no
more than 800mm in width (except on
reverse curve sections at the ends of both
peninsulas). This means that an operator
standing in the centre aisle where the
main control panel is located can reach
each track when needed. This is essential
in an emergency, but it also means less
walking around generally.

The main baseboards are 1300mm
above floor level, with storage and lower
level track at 1200mm, thus obtaining a
minimum grade separation. This isn’t so
much a double deck layout as a single
level layout with storage sidings under-
neath. The tight clearance between the
running tracks and the storage tracks
below reduces the gradients involved
(ruling gradient is 1 in 60) and allows for
longer trains. Most trains are run at a
moderate speed, so locomotives are run
just fast enough to get them up the
incline they need to climb, without run-
ning too fast on level track. A DC sound
equipped Garratt in particular will crawl
along on level track and then put in an
impressive performance on the grade
without touching the controller — it looks
and sounds quite convincing.

The standard length for passing loops
and storage tracks is 2400mm, which

N

Between shunting duties, ancient saddle tank locomotive No. 2606 waits at the end of the
platform at Northmeadow.

There is always a number of both Up and Down goods trains waiting in Northmeadow yard.
Today’s collection includes a long stock special.
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Northmeadow locomotive Depot has found space to accommodate both diesel and steam engines. Locomotive No. 4904, not a regular
visitor, will be returning to the west via Werris Creek and Binnaway after overhaul at nearby Cardiff workshops.

allows for trains up to 56 axles long —
meeting my original brief of quite a
respectable size model for a train of the
late 1960’s. The minimum radius of
reverse curves at the ends of both the
peninsulas is 66cm — not ideal but mostly
trouble free. Any wider radius would
have meant even more excavation under
the house, which was really out of the
question. The rails on some of these
curves have been super elevated, not for
performance reasons but purely for
appearance.

The end result of this planning has
allowed for a long mainline run, with lots
of trains operating, rather more like an
exhibition layout than a typical home lay-
out. In achieving this, the result is a lay-
out more linear than vertical. Most of the
scenic and operating features are visible
from nearly any vantage point in the
room, rather than as a sequence of framed
scenes which is often used by modellers.

To fit all the trackwork in, the track closely
follows the baseboard outline, bringing
the trackwork right up to the viewer. This
is perhaps a design principle unpopular
with many. To my eyes, this approach has
worked really well, the ‘linearity” of the
layout being accentuated by a number of
curved fascias that are both graceful and
dramatic.

Lighting

Lighting is a very important, and in
my opinion sometimes overlooked ele-
ment of modelling. Because much of the
trackwork on this layout can be viewed
from either side, a ‘front’ and ‘back’ of the
layout is not obvious. So, the placement
of lights above the layout was critical to
avoid having any shadows cast on trains
or scenery. The best way to achieve this
was to throw plenty of light into the
room, and this was achieved with no
fewer than nineteen soft white fluores-

cent tubes. These were arranged in three
rows running above Honeysuckle and the
two peninsulas.

The Northmeadow Lines

The layout comprises a mainline, rep-
resenting portions of the Main North,
with Down trains running from the south
into Northmeadow, then beyond towards
Maitland. From Northmeadow, a line
diverges to the terminus at Honeysuckle,
and there is also a three-way junction
allowing Up trains from Maitland to
access Honeysuckle. The Wickham
Branch, a goods only line, branches off
the Honeysuckle line at Hunter Street sta-
tion. Finally, back on the main line, a
short branch serves the Blue Sky colliery.

Down trains from Gosford enter the
layout from their respective goods or pas-
senger storage sidings, and complete
three loops each of the layout’s two pen-
insulas which are joined in a figure of
eight. An important design element here
is that the main line runs around and
under Northmeadow, rather than
through it. Trains only run into
Northmeadow after completing their run
around the loops. Northmeadow is the
junction station for the line to
Honeysuckle, and boasts a large marshal-
ling yard with a busy locomotive depot.

From Northmeadow, trains either run
around one arm of the triangular junction
that sends them on to the terminus at
Honeysuckle, or they rejoin the loops and
head for their respective destinations on
the Main Northern or North Coast lines.

<« Hunter Street is the intermediate station
between Northmeadow and Honeysuckle.
Locomotive No. 3067 wheels one of the many
daily local services away from the island
platform and towards the terminus.



Northmeadow locomotive depot is home to numerous steam locomotive classes.

Having just brought No. 13 Down Glen Innes Mail from Gosford, locomotive No. 3820 is
making its way to the locomotive depot. Giel ejector-fitted No. 3616, a reqular performer on
this train, has taken over for the run north.

<« Northmeadow station has
both Up and Down passenger
trains to contend with at this
moment. The old Alco
locomotive No. 4018 has just
left Honeysuckle with an Up
train, while No.5 Kempsey
Day Train in the Down
platform has a long trip ahead
of it.
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Goods trains return to storage on the tra-
verser and passenger trains in their stub-
end storage space. Passenger trains
require stub end storage so that they
won't be turned - they need to maintain
their ‘Sydney” end.

To supplement all this mainline action,
the colliery branch provides a reminder of
a large source of the traffic on this part of
the system. Additionally, the goods-only
Wickham Branch provides for plenty of
shunting of wagons in and out of numer-
ous industries. Add to this a continuous
stream of light engine workings between
the terminal at Honeysuckle and the loco-
motive depot at Northmeadow, and you
get an idea of how busy this model can
become. In fact, the operating sequence
provides for one hundred train and
engine movements each day. Each train
in the sequence is an actual service
appearing in the Northern Line Working
Timetable for the period, and my
Timetable refers to the corresponding
train numbers.

If the layout is operated for a couple of
hours, say three times a week, it can take
up to a month to work through the time-
table for one day. When friends come to
help with operations, it seems to take
even longer!! I am only attempting to run
a representative sample of the traffic on
the real Short North. The layout is set in
1968, although some of my better-
informed visitors have observed at least a
few of the locomotives or train consists
being modelled, do not strictly adhere to
this period. I have had to assure them
they must be mistaken, and am certain
that somewhere there exists photographic
evidence from 1968 of, say, a 42 class-
hauled Brisbane Express or locomotive-
hauled Werris Creek or Kempsey Day
Train.

Locomotives and rolling stock

Like many modellers of my era, my
model railway journey began modestly: a
Triang ‘Jinty” with a few four-wheel goods
wagons on the family dining room table.
Who could have dreamed what lay ahead
for Australian modellers? Well luckily, a
few people did, and I have been an eager
consumer of their products ever since. As
previously mentioned, one of the main
reasons for building a large layout was to
create the space to run a large collection
of NSWGR models — kits, r-t-1, kitbashed,
you name it, they all get a go on the
Northmeadow Lines. Some of these mod-
els date back decades, as my late father
was as enthusiastic for modelling as I am.
For instance, there is a Bergs brass 35 class
in regular service on the layout, which I
purchased second hand from Joe’s Casula
Hobbies shop at Liverpool. It has to be 40
years old, but you wouldn’t know it.
Anything on the locomotive roster in 1968
or thereabouts has found a place here,
plus a few ring-ins.

There is also a large collection of goods
and passenger rolling stock. With a par-
ticular interest in passenger rolling stock,
modelling the Short North has provided
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A great shot of a classic locomotive on a classic train. No. 4018 is leaving Northmeadow with No. 72 Flyer.

Port Waratah’s locomotive No. 5096, looking splendid after a tone up

a——
— T

e LI

at Cardiff workshops,

waits on the Blue Sky Colliery branch for her turn to join the main line as No. 4306 grinds
uphill with No. 26 Express.

355

Tk el -
Locomotive No. 7923 is caught shuffling around Honeysuckle carriage
passenger train approaches.
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all the justification needed to have just
about one of everything on the layout.
This includes numerous sets of open-end
platform cars for maintaining local servic-
es, as well as air-conditioned and non-air-
conditioned long-distance sets, and the
wonderful array of coaches, old and very
old, that make up the two overnight mail
trains and Brisbane Express (No’s 3/4)
that run on the layout. A real favourite is
train No 17/18, Brisbane Express via
Wallangarra, in its shiny new 1968 ver-
sion, comprised of four remodelled N
cars. At the opposite end of the glamour
scale is No 19, an early morning all sta-
tions ‘Paper train’ consisting of a motley
collection of coaches and vans usually
hauled by a C38 class.

Northmeadow is set in an urban area
and motor vehicles play a large part in
creating realism. We are fortunate to have
plenty of correct-era models available to
us and there are lots of them on the lay-
out. A few ex-Department of Government
Transport (DGT) double deck buses in pri-
vate owner liveries also add to the scene,
and the incorrect 1:76 scale doesn’t seem
to offend anyone.

Under the baseboard

Nothing to see here really: DC opera-
tion and cab control. I figure if I'm model-
ling the railways of 1968, I can happily
live with the technology of 1968. The lay-
out is divided into 15 sections, powered
by a four throttle Morley Vortrak control-
ler. This controller has been running fault-
lessly for over fifteen years now. A panel
of rotary switches is used to select the sec-
tions through which each train’s control-
ler will work.

PECO point motors are used for oper-
ating the two dozen points that are
beyond reach of the central control panel,
and all other points are thrown manually.
While the slower, quieter motions of other
brands of point motor appeal to many,
personally I prefer the reassuring thump
of the PECO solenoid. The Vortrak con-
troller allows for walkaround use, and
there are four stations around the room



Hunter Street, 1968. team trains, eyland D
Of The Night’ playing at The Palace Theatre.
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ning ‘In The Heat

= 2 3 i ;

An interesting array of steam power is on s_hed at Northmeadow locomotive depot.

where distance from the central control
panel requires the walkaround feature for
shunting movements.

Giving the layout its identity

Track takes up most of the available
space on this layout, so what little space is
left for scenery is used to its best advan-
tage. One of the layout’s two peninsulas
provides a home for the Blue Sky colliery,
sitting atop the double track main line
which doubles back on itself before enter-
ing Tickhole Tunnel. The rest of the layout
is really an urban railway, featuring
Northmeadow railway station, yards and
locomotive depot. The Honeysuckle ter-
minal and the adjacent business area are
stretched out beside the railway line
along Scott Street, and the Wickham
branch runs through a crowded industrial
area. Unfortunately, on this layout Scott
Street runs down the wrong side of the
tracks compared to the Newcastle proto-
type, but seeing as the railway isn’t there
anymore (thanks NSW Government), this
small problem seems less relevant these
days.

Scenery

Hills and cuttings on the layout are
made from foam rubber. After chopping
into the foam with an electric carving
knife, I brushed on light, milky applica-
tions of Plaster of Paris. I then lightly
apply watered down acrylic artists” paint.
The foam will absorb as much water as
you care to use, and the more you use,
the harder the plaster will set. It helps to
use photos of the area you are trying to
model to guide you through this stage.
There is one thing to be said for adopting
a location like the Short North, as there is
no shortage of photographic material
available. Once the scenery base is dry,
everything is dusted with Woodlands
Scenics grass, shrubbery and foliage.
Sticks and twigs from the garden are a
preferred source material, especially small
native bottlebrushes which have been
fashioned into some quite convincing
trees.

Many model buildings were needed to
provide a backdrop to the railway line
behind the Wickham branch, and where
the line runs beside Scott Street into
Honeysuckle. Walthers Cornerstone and
other kits have been used as well as
scratch built efforts to fill in nearly 10
metres of space. While this sounds like an
expensive undertaking, like most other
modellers, these kits had been accumulat-
ing for many years, and almost every-
thing from previous layouts has been
recycled. Also, because nearly all the
buildings are modelled in low relief, most
kits lend themselves to having their front
and rear facades separated, thereby pro-
viding two buildings for the price of one.
A Haskell rural backdrop along one wall
is a real feature of the layout and never
fails to draw favourable comments from
visitors. The depth it provides really fin-
ishes the visual spectacle that had been
hoped for, but my search for a compara-
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ble quality finish for city and industrial
areas continues.

Conclusion

Since the first trains ran on
Northmeadow in early 2010, the layout
has grown into the sprawling operation
that I had always dreamed of. It has pro-
vided lots of challenges, but endless
enjoyment. There is always more to do,
including additional signalling and
weathering of locomotives and rolling
stock. I am fortunate to have like-minded
friends whose knowledge and encourage-
ment is much appreciated. Additionally,
my wife Sue provides me with great sup-
port and understanding in all my model-
ling and train chasing endeavours. Now
that I am retired, I have all the time I need
to devote to our wonderful hobby, and
long may it continue. -9

Locomotive No. 3067 has just departed
Hunter Street with a Maitland Local. An FL car
has been used to make up the usual end
platform set.

= ) e i

A Locomotive No. 5369 seems lost in a maze of tracks and sidings
as it runs around its train while shunting on the Wickham branch.

<« Emerging from Northmeadow Line’s version of Tickhole Tunnel,
locomotive No. 4306 makes a fine sight at the head of another daylight
express.
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The Rallmotor on a Iocal service stands at the short Down platform Locomotlve No. 4107 is on the chkham branch with Traln No. 969
provided for passengers at Newstan Junction. The Up platform is  which works the oil sidings. Here she is beside the local abattoirs
around the curve beyond the rail overbridge. waiting to return to Northmeadow.

[l Jrwgs

Leased locomotive No. 1804 shunts the Blue
Sky Mine colliery sidings.

» The locomotive - normally a 32 Class -
which brings No. 720, the Up morning train
from Singleton, is often required, after arrival
at Honeysuckle, to shunt sidings on the
Wickham branch. Today finds 3230, running
as No. 963 Pick Up, delivering assorted
wagons before lifting traffic for attachment to
north- and south-bound goods trains on
returning to Northmeadow.

Locomotive No. 3523 is leaving Northmeadow with No. 9 Werris
Creek Day Train.

A quamt scene at Rosedale, the terminus at the end of the chkham
Branch, where locomotive No. 2021 is returning to Honeysuckle with a
workers’ train.
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Amby West Operations

Arthur Hayes outlines card operations for his Queensland Railways inspired layout Amby West.
Photos by the author.
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The 1720 class locomotive No. 1760 is departing Amby Up goods train.
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For my new layout Amby West, a
method of operation was required
[Editors note: Amby West was featured in
the April 2025 issue of the AMRM]. To
keep things simple, it needs to flow from
one session to the next, involve minimal
paperwork and have no requirements to
reset wagons into sidings. Before
computers, up to around the 1990s, the
movement of wagons on the rail network
used a paper-based system. It involved
tons of paper in consignment notes,
invoices, wagon reports and accounting
procedures. Although the same trains
might run each day and the sidings didn’t
change, the movement of rollingstock in
and out of the yard was different day-to-
day. Each rail operator had their own
system of labels (cards) which could vary
in colour and size. The paper-based
system used by Queensland Railways
(QR) required a label to be fixed to both
ends of the wagon. The limited
information on the label was the means
for moving that wagon to its destination.

QUEENSLAND B4R

;Q)MA j’f’

Station from ..

Over time the labels/cards changed to
meet the requirements that was needed
for that era. From the mid-1980s,
dangerous goods labels came in with
marshalling requirements. Labels can be
very easily made up using your favourite
desktop publishing program (Microsoft
Word etc) and printed to any size to meet
the requirements of your layout. To give a
prototypical feel to the operations, a
facsimile of the standard QR wagon labels
are used. The label is 103mm x 76mm (4 x
3 inches) in size, and six labels this size fit
into an A4 laminating pocket.

The station ‘from’, was a station that
routinely sends to that consignee. General
goods usually come from Roma Street,
the Golden Fleece fuel terminal was at
Whinstanes, and so on, so any station
could be used. The consignee is the
person/company receiving the goods. The
station “to” is the name of the layout.
Wagon number is the number on the
wagon, given they are too small to read
and to help operators who don’t know

Form No. 24541

Consignee.... A)ﬂlg Y ..... 7"’“‘ 7’-9‘35

Station to.............. ﬁﬂ/lgwﬂf ......................

H A+ RE

Wagon No. ..........

tonnes

(O

 CNE—

Yard Shunt.

Attach ALY 32765 wagon (Goods Shed)
and shunt to Butter Factory.

Select another card.

QR wagon classes, a photo was added to
identify the correct wagon. A weight was
shown, but is not required at this point,
but may be something for a later date
where there could be a weight and length
required for a train.

Empty wagons being sent as orders
had labels to show the wagon was
required. Each wagon on the layout had a
label just like the prototype. All labels
were laminated for easy handling and are
stored in a holder which was made from
styrene sheet and clipped onto the front
perspex fascia. To mix things up from time
to time the labels can be shuffled. Some
days there is a need to move wagons
around the yard, and once an arriving
wagon has been unloaded, it can be used
to fill orders to send goods out for a
different customer. For example, if a
wagon arriving in the goods shed with
general goods is unloaded and then is not
required, this wagon could be used to
load potatoes over at the Fruit Co-op, or
go to the fuel depot to load drums. Like

Given the wagon was conveying a load of cranky freight [see AMRM
issue No. 337 August 2019, for detail regarding cranky freight] and
there is no siding for Amby Tractors, the label was endorsed ‘0/H
Crane’ to show where the wagon should be placed.

L — :
The deparlmenial wagons in the yard also have shunt orders.
The wagon of sleepers needs to be unloaded by the fettling gang.
The wagon is picked up and placed where the fettling gang is working

Using a different colour label, shunt cards have been added. These sit
in with the wagon labels. If one of these cards come out of the holder
with shift instructions, the wagon is shunted as per the instructions.
This wagon comes out of the goods shed and is placed at the Butter
factory. If the train label (white) comes out at the same time, the shunt
card goes back in the holder and the wagon becomes part of the
departing train.

leemse for the wagon of water, it needs to go to the cattle yards to
supply water for the stock. Two roadside tanks mark the location. If
these two cards come out of the holder at the same time as the train
label, the work shown on the ‘shunt card’ is carried out before placing
the wagon on the departing train.
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most things in life, we are all told where
to go and what to do. Well, the railways
are no different, where nothing happens
without instructions or orders. At the end
of the day, wagons with goods need to go
places. Timetables have instructions on
what work trains will do, stations have
orders from customers for wagons,
stations load wagons for other stations on
the network and so on, so a plan is
required for all of this to happen. For the
layout, I wanted to shunt trains, and not
read ten pages of instructions in various
forms. I wanted something simple so I
and other modellers could operate the
layout without getting bogged down.

instruction card was made the same size
as the label. These cards were made up in
Microsoft Word for each session or train
to shunt and were numbered in shifts.
Each shift flows from one to the next.
What's on the layout stays on the layout,
and there are no other sections for the
train to travel to. All wagons on the
layout can be accommodated in the
sidings leaving the engine and van
standing at the station. Each shift is a
different scenario and requires a different
approach. The cards were laminated in
the same fashion as the labels and are
stored in holders similar to the wagon
labels. Provision has been made for the
current shift card to sit in front of the

holder, and cards can be picked from the
holder in a random order for some
variety.

Trains at a station can do a number of
different types of operations. Most large
stations had a shunt engine to break up
trains, place wagons for customers, pick
up wagons and marshal trains. Shift one
is to make up a train in the Up direction
(shown by the arrow), and collect eight
wagon labels (see photo No. 10). The label
may carry instructions where some of the
wagons needs to go on the train. Other
than this, the wagons can go in any order,
but if this becomes too easy over time,
dangerous goods marshalling can be

To keep everything uniform, the
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Wagons in traffic can develop defects. As much as possible, every
effort is made to keep these wagons moving to their destination
without causing delays to the customer. If a wagon develops a braking
defect, the air brakes can be cut out. In doing so, the location of the
wagon on the train needs to meet marshalling requirements for a
wagon without brakes. The requirement for the layout is the wagon
must have three wagons with working brakes behind the defective
wagon, but my guess is that this will change from operator to operator,
given only small trains are being made up on the layout. Another
instruction could be the wagon must be marshalled behind the hauling
locomotive. The ‘Repair Required’ label is stored with the other train
labels, and when it comes out it is placed on the outgoing train lectern
and is matched with the train label when being placed on a train.
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1 A Division of WESTGATE SWR
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Yard Shunt Train $1

Make up Train 568 )
Collect 8 Wagon Cards

Road Wagons to be marshalled on the Van.
Livestock and Fuel Tank wagons must not
be marshalled on the Guard’s Van. Shift 1.

These shunt and work labels can be added and removed at random to
provide additional variation during the shifts. The labels could be
expanded by using the reverse side with instructions for departing trains,
and destinations could be included and trains to be marshalled in station
order. This is possibly something to think about down the track.
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added, or wagons can go on the train in

Some goods are presented for conveyance with the weight unknown,
loaded with logs, coal, grain, steel fabricated structures etc. So that
freight charges can be calculated, the wagon/s are directed to a
weighbridge during the journey to their destination. A special label is
used as not all stations are equipped with weighbridges. A wagon
weighbridge has been installed on the dead-end siding near the flour
mill. Wagons with this label must be put over the weighbridge before
being placed in their respective sidings. On the layout, the weighbridge
and the sidings for these wagons are in opposite directions adding
extra moves for the shunt crew.

-——

BRI A s e iy
“UP” Shunt Train 574
Place 4 leading wagons in sidings as per
Wagon Cards. ﬂ
Collect 4 Wagons Cards and form Train 575
Road Wagons to be marshalled on the Van

Shift 11. ==

An example of shunt instructions.




the order picked from the holder.

The last shift can be to just place the
wagons on the train at the platform in
their respective sidings as shown on the
label. To make the shunt a bit more
complex, instructions like livestock
wagons must be given high priority and
be placed first could be given. Tank
wagons (bombs) could also be included in
the instructions.

Shunt trains on the network go back
and forward up and down the line, and
others may turn around and go back from
a particular station on the network. All of
this can be incorporated into shift and
endless scenarios can be created.

A train arriving could detach (drop off)
four wagons from the lead for the train,
place the wagons in their respective
sidings and attach (pick up) two wagons
as per instructions on the label picked
from the holder. The train is set to
continue in the same direction.

The next train could be a terminating

AMBY WEST

train, arriving as an Up train travelling
north and returning as a Down train
returning south. The train may be
required to place all wagons on the train
in sidings as shown on the label and pick
up the same number of wagons for the
trip south. Or, the train may have carried
out shunting at other stations on the up
journey, so some wagons arriving need to
go back on the train. The number of
wagons to be dropped off and picked up
can differ from shift to shift, see example
photo No. 01. The combinations are
endless.

Each shift may take around 15 to 20
minutes to complete. The more you do
the quicker it becomes. How one goes
about it is their call, there is no right or
wrong way to go about it. One way may
be quicker than the other, and I'm sure if
you were a QR shunt crew you would be
looking for the shortest and fastest way to
do the job. You can place all wagons off
the train first and then set about

Lecterns to display the labels for both arriving and departing trains
were made from styrene sheet, which clip onto the front of the layout.
This places all wagon labels to be detached off the train and wagons to
be attached in front of the operator.

g s i
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Qver time various methods have been used, such as the ever reliable
humble skewer. Small dental teeth brushes on an extended handle

work great.

For areas where the layout is a bit on the dark side (out of the light),
your favourite uncoupling tool fixed to a rechargeable pen light works
a treat. Just like the real shunter, it’s at work on the ground between

collecting the wagons to make up the
train, which could be the long way.
A shunter can do the job with their feet
(the long way) or take a minute to think
about it. The smart way is when you go to
a siding to drop off wagons, you do the
pick-ups (attaches) at the same time.
Given there is limited room on the layout,
another smart move could be to place
wagons in sidings that don’t have any
attaches (pick up) first. Some sidings on
the layout run in two directions, some
run off the front of the engine, others run
off the rear of the engine. It may work out
best to shunt the sidings in one direction
and then shunt the sidings in the other
direction. In other words, shunt the
siding on the rear of the engine and then
the siding on the front of the engine.
Knowing what fits where can reduce
double moves. Sizing up what you have
on the engine and the room that is
available is very valuable. As they say,
time is money. -8

the wagons with a shunting light.
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A LOCATION TO MODEL

North Gawler, South Australia

Keith Pennington presents North Gawler, A South Australian Railways station on the fringe
of the Adelaide suburban system and the Barossa Valley railway lines.
Photos by National Railway Museum Port Adelaide.
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Photo 1. Viewing from the King Street bridge we see North Gawler yard in
1952. In the yard are end-loading cars, 900 class and a single South
Australian Railways (SAR) composite coach known as a ‘Dog Box’.




There are plenty of South Australian
locations that ‘look like railways,” but few
offer the same blend of suburban and
country operations as North Gawler in
the late steam and transition era years. Set
on the fringe between Adelaide’s outer
commuter belt and the railway lines in
the Barossa Valley. North Gawler station
hosted a varying range of operations such
as terminating suburban services, a brill

railcar country passenger service or a
mixed goods rolling through bound for
Lyndoch, Tanunda, Nuriootpa, Angaston,
Stockwell or Turo. For a home or exhibi-
tion layout, this location has a good mix
of trains to operate, a continuous run for
crowd appeal, plus meaningful shunting
and prototypical movements to keep the
operator busy.

Roseworthy,
Hamley Bridge,
Peterborough
& Balaklava

North Para
River

Gawler Central

Gawler (North Gawler)

Oval 4
Barossa Valley
Lyndoch,
Tanunda,
Nuriootpa,

Gawler River South Para Turo & Angaston
River

Map Key
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Adelaide
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The prototype location

North Gawler station opened in May
1911, initially named Willaston after the
township on the northern side of the
North Para River. Only months later it
was renamed North Gawler (September
1911), and much later became Gawler
Central (12th of February 1984). The sta-
tion site sits in the South Australian town
of Gawler, approximately 42.2Km
(26.2Miles) from Adelaide Railway
Station, and formed part of the route that
continued north-east into the Barossa
Valley.

By the early 1920s, the South
Australian Railways (SAR) moved to
extend suburban services to stations with-
in a 40Km (25Mile) radius of Adelaide.
North Gawler was positioned just beyond
that suburban boundary, yet it still carried
important commuter and regional traffic.
Importantly for a modeller, the station

retained the ’staffed country station’ feel
for decades: from 1911 until 19th of June
1989 a station master was in attendance
selling tickets and managing station yard
operations.

In modern times, the location is now
the end of the Adelaide Metro Gawler
line, but in the era we're targeting the late
1940s to about 1960, North Gawler was
very much a place of through move-
ments. Regional passenger trains ran into
the Barossa, and goods traffic reflected
the agricultural and extractive industries
of the region—wine, grain, general goods,
and later the traffic that would become
synonymous with the area, the Penrice
stone train, originating from the lime-
stone quarry at Penrice.

How North Gawler looked
North Gawler’s appeal as a location to
model comes from the way the station

Photo 2. On the 30th of March 1964 a three-
car set of Redhens (with a middle trailer car)
is stabled at the North Gawler platform.
Compare this image with photo No.1 in 1952
showing where the yard roads have had their
track geometry improved.

precinct naturally breaks into a handful of
distinct scenes, each with its own purpose
and visual identity. On the passenger
platform was a substantial station build-
ing incorporating the ticket office, with an
attached platform shelter which is still
standing today. The platform extended to
around 115 metres which in HO scale 1:87
works out at 1.3 metres long. This means
you can run prototypical sized passenger
trains for the era that terminated or ran
through the station.

The yard facilities included a small
goods shed, as well as sheep and livestock
loading ramps. Those livestock ramps and
the adjoining stockyard gave North
Gawler a very practical, rural function,
and they also introduce the kind of
wagon traffic that adds operational varie-
ty. Together, the station building, the plat-
form, and the goods yard create a coher-
ent rural ‘railway precinct’ in a suburban

North Gawler SA

HO scale (1: 87)
Layout Size: 3.3 x 1.7 metres
Grid Size: 300mm x 300mm

[ Fiddle Yard

King
Street

Page 36. June 2026

— Station Building —

Station Masters House

North Gawler
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setting. The nearby the Station Master’s
residence adds a strong domestic note
that is very characteristic of South
Australian sites of the period.

At the Up end of the yard is the King
Street Bridge, a concrete arch that spans
across the rail corridor which makes for a
striking visual landmark, and for the
modeller serves as an ideal scenic break.
Completing the period atmosphere are
the lineside details that instantly place the
scene in its era: telegraph poles in their
varied configurations and SAR upper-
quadrant semaphore signalling. The
home signal near the Edith Street end
(down end) provided protection for the
yard and controlled up trains entering
North Gawler. There is an upper quad-
rant signal located on the up end, posi-
tioned on the other side of the King Street
bridge. This signal is lower in height than
normal for sighting purposes through the
King Street bridge, and was positioned as
such due to limited space in the yard.

A particularly intriguing prototype
quirk is the constrained geometry around
the yard throat near King Street bridge.
This limited space resulted in a point
arrangement with multiple curves. This
kind of prototype compromise is exactly
the sort of character that translates well
into a layout design. The quirk is a right-
hand point and the trailing ends on the

points curve in a tight manner to align
with roads two and three. Later the point
changed where the trailing ends had their
curve radiuses reduced allowing for a
smoother transition as seen in images (1
and 2).

The sand siding

North Gawler also had a siding off the
goods shed road. This siding crossed
Murray Street and Warren Street, termi-
nating before the Edith Street crossing. I
learnt of this sidings true purpose when
accomplishing work experience at the
Town of Gawler Council. I visited the
library archives and spoke with the port-
folio manager, I was shown a photo of the
banks of the North Para River displaying
a lot of sand extraction. So, I asked where
the sand was moved to and I was
informed sand was extracted then moved
to North Gawler for loading into open
wagons. So, I asked where, and I was
pointed towards the siding at North
Gawler that sits in front of the old chapel.
The council’s information on this is non-
existent besides the photo and second
hand information.

From location to layout

This layout concept is designed to be
compact, light and easy to move around
such as for an exhibition. North Gawler is

Photo 3. On the 8th of January 1970 from the down end of the platform looking in the up

direction with King Street bridge in the distance. At the goods shed to the left, sits SAR wagons

C and Cf sheep wagons.

ideal because it naturally supports three

types of movement:

1. Through trains (country passenger and
through goods)

2. Local shunting (goods shed, livestock
facilities and the sand siding)

3. Terminating services (suburban railcar
sets and short passenger workings)

Design parameters for this design
Scale: HO 1:87
Minimum mainline radius: 26 inches
(660mm)
Operating movements: Continuous
run with end-to-end and shunting,.
Two scenic boards:
® Board one (station precinct): 1.7m x
500mm
® Board two (north yard / road crossings
/ sand siding): 1.7m x 500mm
® Staging/fiddle yard: 1.8m total length,
consisting of two 900mm x 200mm
boards for transport and storage

Track plan

A design limiting factor is accommo-
dating steam locomotives. The layout
should be able to accommodate rigid-
wheelbase steam locomotives without
looking like a train set. For my plan I've
set the mainline curve radius to a mini-
mum of 660mm or 26 inches. The curve
radius can be expanded out to 711mm or

iy,
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28 inch and still fall within the 3.3 metre
space as seen on the track plan render.
But if you plan to introduce a curve radi-
us greater than 711mm, be prepared for
the layout to take up more space.

This yard is designed mainly for small
locomotives such as F, Rx class steam loco-
motives or 830 and 930 class diesel loco-
motives.

The track plan uses PECO code 83
track. For the strange wye point as seen in
photo one and two, I have used a PECO
number four wye point as its pretty close
without having to resort to hand making
a point. I have used number six points on
the yard entry points and number fives in
the yard roads and the fiddle yard. As per
the prototype, the curves in the yard are
quite tight

Scenic breaks and scene edges
The King Street Bridge is the obvious

scenic break. I would suggest building

this bridge in full relief and adding
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roughly 3cm of terrain behind it. This
would allow for any future expansion or
attaching these modules to another lay-
out.

The second scenic board on the north
side of the station adds multiple level
crossings (Murray Street, Warren Street
and Edith Street), the sand siding, and a
small chapel (now a private residence).

Station platform length

The platform length is to scale and can
accommodate the following passenger
consists:
® Five to six SAR centenary coaches
® Five to six Redhen railcars

Passenger trains

In the late 1940s through to the 1960s
period, passenger traffic on the Barossa
route varied. Steam-hauled passenger
workings to destinations such as Truro
and Angaston could be handled by loco-
motives such as the Rx class or 700 class,

A Photo 4. Redhen 400 class railcar No. 415
and 408 are waiting for their scheduled
departure time to run back to Adelaide.

<« Photo 5. North Gawler in 1965, two Redhen
Railcars are in the platform road bracketing a
720 class trailer car, a couple of tarped 0
wagons are positioned in the sand siding.

while the route was also capable of host-
ing heavier power such as the 520, 720,
and even 500 classes. In the post-1955 era,
300 and 400 class Redhen railcars can be
used, with Redhens stopping at North
Gawler and Brill railcars traveling onward
into the Barossa Valley. Redhens could be
seen in either two, three, four or five rail-
car consists of which an 800 or 860 class
trailer car could usually be found consist-
ed between two Redhens.

Goods and mixed goods trains
Down goods trains hauled farming
equipment/supplies, general goods
bound for clients in the Barossa Valley,
and up goods traffic included wine prod-
ucts and grain from the grain silos at
Stockwell on the Turo line which branch-
es off at Nuriootpa. If you want a strong
‘signature’ goods service, the Penrice
stone train fits this bill. Depending on the
year, you can run two small consists. In
peak time the Quarry used to run two



trains a day to the now defunct Penrice
Soda Products Plant at Osbourne near
Port Adelaide.

Local goods
Local goods came in the form of live-
stock, general goods and sand.

Locomotives
The proposed layout is set in the 1940’s
to 1960’s as this enables the operation of a
large range of locomotives and railcars.
The Barossa valley railway could handle
large SAR steam and diesel locomotives
which included:
® Rxclass
® 500 & 500B class (steam)
® 700 class from 700, 710, 720 (Steam)
® 750 class (Victorian Railways N class)
(steam)
® 830, 900 and 930 class diesels

» Photo 6. Redhen railcars No. 327 and 326
and an 860 class trailer car sits in the
platform road, while in the goods shed road a
Brill railmotor is stabled, in this undated
photo from 1957.

V Photo 7. North Gawler in 1967 shows SAR
Brill railcar No. 56 in the platform road.

Passenger and goods rolling stock
Passenger SAR rolling stock consisted

of:

® Wooden passenger coaches like the
centenary, suburbans and composite
coaches

® Suburban 800 and 860 trailer cars

® Goods rolling stock can include:

® Various SAR goods wagons ranging
from W, O, OB, OBf, OF open wagons,
D, M, DWf vans, and HS, stone hopper
wagons, all available as kits or r-t-r.

Conclusion

North Gawler provides a blend of the
suburban fringes and country feel of
Gawler, making it a compelling prototype
for a layout in the steam to transition era.
The compact goods and livestock yard
offer a genuine SAR prototypically accu-
rate operating opportunity without

requiring a huge footprint or the need to
take out a second mortgage. h
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Photo 8. In this 1972 image the Penrice Stone train is being hauled by locomotive No. 959
into North Gawler and is crossing Murray Street. The station master is holding a stop board
and is about to collect the staff from the crew.

. Photo 10. This 1952 image shows the short upper quadrant signal No. 2608 positioned at the up
. side of the King Street bridge. The reduced height of this signal enables drivers to sight the aspect
through the King Street bridge.



Reader’s Gallery.

Brett Watson Weathering Part Two

Brett Watson displays a selection of his collection. Photos by Scott Fitzgerald.

Locomotive No. 4102 is an Austrains model in Candy ‘what if livery’.
Weathered using SMS earth mix colour on the underframe, fuel tank
and bogies, SMS Carc Black was used to spray the roof areas and
Tamiya panel line for grilles and door lines.

Locomotive No. 4720 is a TrainOrama 47 class, modelled from photos
in the 1989/90 era and given the grimy look as | have indicated in my
description of No. 4467. | have also added a rusty looking exhaust
stack by hand brushing SMS old rust around the stack in layers and
each coat given two or three hours to cure.

Locomotive No. NR105 is a Austrains 1st run NR class and has
received yet another of my dirt colour mixes airbrushed on the bogies
and frame. Black panel line helps bring a basic model more up to date.
Weathering can really enhance a model if you study the prototype. |
used a sponge technique to weather up the cab roof and blend that
with SMS Carc Black and Matt black around the exhaust. | also opened
up the pilot side steps by drilling and filing them out to enhance them.

Locomotive No. 847 is a TrainOrama 830 class. Modelled as it was
when on hire to NSW in the 1970’s. Layered with sprayed dirt grime
mixed by hand and applied with an airbrush. Again, dark brown and
black Tamiya panel line completing the unloved look. The roof was
painted in grime with SMS Carc Black used to highlight the roof line.




The 2026 Sydney Railroad
Prototype Modellers event

Ben Gray reports on the first Sydney Railroad Prototype Modellers event. Photos by the author.

A NSWGR 30 class steam locomotive draws into the

station with a short passenger train on Robbie
Crouch’s ‘Wattamondara’ layout.




prompting discussions about each prototype.

Saturday 18th April saw the first
Sydney Railroad Prototype Modeller’s
(RPM) event held in Australia at the
Concord Community Centre in Sydney,
New South Wales (NSW). As a completely
new offering for the Australian scene,
organiser Justin Mitchell describes an
RPM as, different from an exhibition or
modelling convention, in that participants
join sessions at large tables organised
around learning a particular skill, and
watch an experienced modeller go
through each step as the small audience
watches on. Participants can ask ques-
tions, and models, tools, and equipment
are passed around the table, and every-
one is encouraged to get hands on.”

This style of event has been growing in
popularity among the railway modelling
community in North America, and after
you join your first demonstration session
it's easy to see why.

Topics for the Sydney RPM demonstra-
tion tables included introductions to air-
brushing, soldering, hand-building turn-
outs, and applying decals, as well as
applying scenery, painting figures, digital
applications for signalling, and weather-
ing.

gOn the scenery stand, Justin and his
operating crew had built several dioramas
with an initial layer of ground cover, track
and sections of ballast glued down. To
this, participants applied static grasses,
shrubbery, and track weathering under
the tutelage of Gary Ruming. Between
stopping every two metres to talk to

Participants’ models formed the cenirepiece of the
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someone — another great feature of events
like this — I also managed to get to finally
learn about airbrushing from Darren
‘Daz’ Lee. I also learned something new
about applying decals from Steve Petit.

Just about everyone got the opportuni-
ty to paint a model figure, with the team
from Andian Models offering one-on-one
guidance on bringing the many
3D-printed figures now available in the
hobby to life.

Like many of the conventions in the
Australian modelling scene, attendees
were also encouraged to bring along a
model to display. These ranged across O,
HO and N scales, and mainly reflected
NSW, Victorian, South Australian and
modern-era Australian prototypes, with a
sizeable representation of North
American models. In the small crowd of
just over 110 attendees, it was fairly easy
to locate the owner if a particular model
caught your eye and you wanted to know
more about it.

An outsider’s perspective on the local
modelling scene is always an interesting
topic, and an episode of the popular
‘Around The Layout’ Podcast was record-
ed during the event, with host Ray Arnott
flying out from the United States of
America, and interviewing several of the
attendees. This episode of the podcast
should be available to hear by the time
this article goes to print.

The event also featured two HO scale
layouts - Robbie Crouch’s
‘Wattamondara,” and a 1830mm x 400mm

event, sparking many conversations about construction and weathering methods, and

shunting layout built by Gary Ruming,
which was used to demonstrate aspects of
operations and DCC control, particularly
the Protothrottle. The shunting layout
was raffled off as part of the event, with
one lucky attendee going home with a
fully-scenicked, fully-operational HO
scale DCC layout!

The event was also attended by a
range of local Australian manufacturers,
including SDS Models, Buckambool
Models, Lyndons Trains, and Gordon Box.
It was refreshing to be able to engage
with these manufacturers outside of the
frenzy of an exhibition, and chat about
the decisions and processes that go into
manufacturing the highly-detailed mod-
els we’ve become used to.

Overall, for me, the event lived up to
the hype. The pace of modern life pre-
vents many people from participating to
the extent they would like to in clubs,
where these skills are traditionally
learned and passed on. As helpful as the
internet has been for linking geographi-
cally-dispersed modellers with each other,
sometimes a forum post or an instruction-
al video doesn’t answer the burning ques-
tion you have before you dive in and
spend money on trying that new skill
yourself. Personally, I think this is a great
concept, and I'm already looking forward
to the next one.

Thanks to Justin Mitchell and the
many modellers who gave their time to
share their knowledge with attendees. A
rising tide truly lifts all boats. N
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Putting the O into Casterton
Part Sixteen

Scott Whitaker describes his epic layout build. Photos by the author.

Photo one and two show the progress of the layout at the time of publication. To date, around 95% of the trackwork and 100% of the wiring has

been installed and tested. With that part of the build now complete, attention is switching to the remaining infill scenery. The supporting structure
for the backdrops on both peninsulas is almost complete. The work so far represents three years on site at the layout room, and some two-and-a-

half years prior building modules at home.

The end of trackwork and electrics
(for now)

Another significant milestone occurred
when the last of the trackwork that makes
up the return loops for the staging yard
was completed. This section required a
significant amount of carpentry and plan-
ning, to both support the track and the
backdrops. Once the backdrops have
been lined and painted, scenery will be
built-up over the return loops to keep
them hidden, and as previously
described, the trains will run dark and
silently, whilst in staging, with the sound
and lighting activating when the train
‘appears on stage’. Likewise, the track
wiring has been completed and fully test-
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ed. To handle the reversing section where
the polarity of the return loop is not the
same as the line it joins, Tam Valley auto-
reversers have been installed. [Refer
https://www.tamvalleydepot.com/prod-
ucts/dccfrogjuicers.html] Although these
devices are the same as the frog juicers
the company manufactures, a simple
adjustment to the on-board jumpers
reconfigures the board to act as a polarity
reverser. Good practice suggests that the
length of the reversing section should be
equal to or longer than your longest train.
Although it’s possible to force a longer
train through, if you are using metal
wheels, there will be multiple polarity
reversals each time a metal wheelset

crosses the insulating gap in the track
which could lead to problems later.
Although the auto-reversers don't
drain much power, the amount that they
do means that my method of block detec-
tion will not work in the reversing sec-
tions. To overcome this ‘problem’, block
detection signals will come from infra-red
emitters/detectors placed across the track
at several locations in each section. By
using an extended delay function con-
tained within the TrainController soft-
ware, the system will operate without any
electrical detection. There is still a little
trackwork to do, such as for the turntable
approach roads for the Coleraine
Junction, Branxholme and Casterton loco-




motive facilities, but this will have to wait
until the infill scenery has been complet-
ed at each location.

Hamilton (Coleraine Junction)
locomotive depot

The impressive Hamilton locomotive
depot, located about 1.25 km southwest of
Hamilton station, came in to use in 1929
when the much-smaller facility within the
Hamilton station precinct was deemed
inadequate for the traffic on offer. The
locomotive depot was built on a green-
field site between the Portland and
Warrnambool lines at Coleraine Junction.
The facility included an eight-stall engine
shed, a 70ft (22m) turntable, a large wood-
en coal elevator that could automatically
refuel two steam locomotives simultane-
ously, numerous water cranes and tanks
and staff quarters.

But just 14 years into its life, the depot
was ravaged by a fast-moving grass fire.
The coal elevator was a total loss, and
according to contemporary news reports,
the turntable bridge was melted and
twisted into a fantastic shape. The eleva-
tor was not repaired but replaced with a
more-traditional Victorian Railways coal
stage, where the coal was first manually

The completed hidden staging yérd and return loops are shown. The return loop.

unloaded off wagons to buckets on the
stage, which, in turn, were used to
replenish the locomotive tender. At its
peak, the facility at Coleraine junction
was busy, with multiple locomotives ply-
ing back and forth to take up their duties
from Hamilton. It also looked after the
many railmotors that served the Western
District of Victoria. Interestingly, it was
one of the few locations where light
engine (a train comprising just an
engine(s)) were permitted to operate
without a guard’s van. In VR parlance, a
train of a locomotive and a guard’s van
was called a Bonafide goods or commonly
called a Bona.

By 1965, when the demise of steam
was in full swing, the locomotive depot
was closed and relocated back to
Hamilton to service the less labour-inten-
sive diesel fleet.

On the layout, Coleraine Junction and
the locomotive depot will be a prominent
feature. Although not all prototypical
trackage will be modelled, the major ele-
ments such as the eight-stall engine shed
and the turntable will be replicated.
Through careful planning I was able to
orientate the engine shed to the viewing
side of the layout, which will open a myr-

e T . . ! .
s have a minimum radius of 1.6m and include two double

iad of internal detailing opportunities,
including:
® Coal road. A dead-end road rising on a

1 in 40 grade. This road was used to

push wagons up to the coal stage for

unloading.

® Turntable road. A through road to the
turntable, mainly used for locomotives
to replenish coal.

® Ash road. A dead-end road with long
ash pits between the rails to allow fire-
men to clean-out their fire boxes.

® Engine return road. A secondary
through road to the turntable, used
when the turntable road is blocked by

a locomotive.
® Store road. A dead-end road that leads

to the storeman’s office.

All roads leading on and off the turnta-
ble have a one chain (20m) overrun to
assist with balancing the larger locomo-
tives on the turntable bridge.

The coal stage will be modelled initial-
ly as the simple structure that it was in
1965, although I do have plans to model
the original coal elevator as it was in the
early 1930s. This is a long-term project
that will require a significant amount of
research. All I have now is a very grainy
and incomplete black and white photo-

— K ——

crossovers about midway along the left side of the aisle. After turning to the left, the two tracks become one and rejoin the mainline. As the return
loops have created a reversing section, block detection will be supplied to LocoNet via infrared emitters/detectors placed either side of the track,
rather than my usual arrangement of using current sensing.
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graph. Although from that scant evi-
dence, it appears to have similar dimen-
sions to the concrete version erected at
Ararat.

Snakes and Ladders

I've always had a policy of an open
door to visitors, but, perhaps, I've been a
little too generous given the last couple
through the doors. Over the summer, I
had two Eastern Brown snakes, the sec-
ond deadliest snakes in the world, pop in
to say hello. Living in North Queensland,
you do kind of get used to these critters,
but not totally. The first intruder, a mere
baby at 60cm, was easily ushered out the
door with a yard broom. But his daddy,
perhaps 1.5m, was a different kettle of
fish. He decided to escape into the area
between the plaster internal walls and the
external steel cladding of the shed. What

to do? I hastily blocked up his only point
of exit, although they are pretty good at
escaping most tight spots, and took a cou-
ple of the external sheets off the shed. A
bit of loud banging on the shed wall, soon
brought Mr. Snake out of his hiding place
to slither across the front yard! I think
they both got in around my roller door so
it's with a bit of a rush that I will be fitting
some sort of snake proof barrier, which
doubles as a storm water protector, this is
also handy for cyclones.

It is an unfortunate fact of life, that as
one ages, one’s sense of balance deterio-
rates. Ladder safety is vitally important, I
have two and three-step stepladders for
working near the edge of the layout, but I
must continually remind myself what
stepladder I'm on. I've given up counting
the number of times I've tried to dis-
mount the three-stepper, from the middle

—

Although I do _take the occasional liberty where reality is turned upside-down to make the scene fit, it is unimagina

step thinking I was on the smaller ver-
sion. Likewise, as I need to go higher, I
will invest in a sturdy work platform, and
safety harness that will, hopefully stop
me from plummeting to the concrete
floor, or worse, onto a recently completed
section of scenery.

Finishing off

After many months of electrical, car-
pentry and tracklaying I am now solely
devoted to competing the infill scenery.
This new phase will involve the construc-
tion of many structures and lots of detail-
ing, which I expect to take around 18
months. As there will not be much news
to report, my articles will change to an
approximate six-month cycle, unless any-
thing exciting happens in the meantime.
Until then, enjoy the ride! -9

ble thét a VR B class locomotive .

would have ever ventured up the Coal Stage Road. Still, it’s nice to know that all the electricals work as expected.
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As a pbinthof referehbe, this photo of the incomplete benchwork was taken on 16th bf July 2023.
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Hamilton locomotive depot (at Coleraine Junction) under construction. The tracks from left to right are the store road, engine return road, ash

road, turntable road, and coal road. Further back is the four-way junction known as Coleraine Junction. Again, from left to right, the tracks
comprising the junction proceed to Branxholme, staging (the town of Coleraine on the prototype), onwards across Grange Burn creek to return to
Casterton (Hamilton on the prototype) and to Koroit on the Warrnambool to Port Fairy line. This stub of track has been adapted to be an easy point
of entry for new or repaired rolling stock onto the layout, or for visitors who wish to run their own trains. As you can see, there is lots of infill

scenery still required.
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Layout design and presentations
ideas from the UK

Scott Fitzgerald shares layout design examples, presentation and operational observations from a recent visit
to two exhibitions in the United Kingdom. Photos by the author.

Newton Ferrier’ is a fictitious location built by the Perth Model Railway Group modelled in 00, this layout is nothing more than a double track
mainline with two refuge sidings. Not every layout needs a station building, yard efc. to be interesting and operationally satisfying. A heavy-
trafficked mainline will do the trick, and add in a gentle reverse curve, a gaggle of semaphore signals (lots of railway furniture), rolling hills and a
sympathetic back drop and you have an engaging layout without a station. These are simple operations, and for the viewer, they see a train being
put away, run through by a passenger service, then back onto the mainline to continue their journey. There are lots of locations in Australia where
slow trains were put away in refuge sidings allowing fast trains to overtake elc.

The United Kingdom (UK), has a
vibrant model railway hobby scene, with
exhibitions being held almost every week-
end throughout the year.

One of the main differences between
the UK and Australia (apart from the
obvious prototypical differences), is the
UK home’s overall lack of dedicated space
for model railways. This has meant that
modellers need to be inventive to pro-
duce impressive layouts that are space
efficient. Most modern Australian urban
dwellings are a lot smaller than they used
to be, with the current real estate trends
focusing on high-rise living. So, it's worth
learning some tips from the ‘masters’ of
space efficiency.
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The two exhibitions visited were: the
London Festival of Railway Modelling,
and Model Rail Scotland (Glasgow). The
UK has a big ‘Club’ following, where
modellers get together and produce very
accurate and detailed layouts that could
only be built with the size available from
a dedicated clubroom. These Club layouts
show a high degree of era and prototype
discipline. Usually there is a timetable
available showing what is currently oper-
ating and what is coming up next. A dedi-
cated operator is allocated for each fiddle
yard, and they are well versed in the play
book. Things on these layouts move slow-
ly, and patrons patiently await each train
or movement to observe the modellers’

handy work etc. This operational tech-
nique gives the layout a theatrical feel to
it.

Smaller layouts (able to fit into the
average small car) also subscribe to the
operational playbook; again, you see at
least two operators, one operating the
scenic part of the layout, and one opera-
tor setting up trains in the fiddle yard,
turning locomotives and consists or rear-
ranging consists to suit.

There is nothing wrong with ‘borrow-
ing’ good design and presentation ideas
regardless of prototype. -8



Janes Creek

Strood, Kent
{nvicta Engineering Works
Medway Steel Works

Janes’ Creek is an EM-gauge layout depicting a heavy industrial railway with wharfs, factories
and barges in the 1920s. The mainline that splits the scene is modelled but not fully operational
and it is not intended to be. The focus of this layout is to serve the wharf-side industries, a role
filled by a diminutive 0-4-0 saddle tank locomotive which shunts the industries and
interchanges with the mainline railway. Further operational variety is achieved by a mainline
locomotive that shunts wagons to and from the interchange siding, which are picked up or
dropped off by the 0-4-0 saddle tank. This layout is a great example of an industrial railway with
a purpose, and interchange and dare | say it, open staging (the layout does not have a fiddle
yard). However, you might have access to the rear of the factories to change out loaded and
empty wagons. The layout is in a T shape, and even with its relatively small size it dedicates a
lot of space to water traffic.

This quaint Irish narrow-gauge
layout ‘Castlefinn’ in 00n3, proves
that narrow gauge modelling can
be spacious with plenty of negative
space, even with a small footprint.
This layout gives the impression of
wide open spaces, without scenes
being forced or full of clutter etc.
The gentle curve also draws the
eye away from the straight
backdrop. Imagine this layout
without a backdrop, it would not be
as impressive as it is.
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V¥ 0 scale layouts (7mm) suck up a lot of space, this one ‘Allerby’ is expansive for its size but is
also space efficient. The Class 58 No. 58005 is departing the four-track yard, and onto the
mainline. To the left of the signal box the double track main leads to one of the two fiddle yards
on this layout, effectively the four-track yard hides the fiddle yard at this end of the layout. The
track flow is gentle and nothing seems forced. For a goods-only layout, a pair of shunters idling
is mandatory. If you removed the British Rail locomotives and rolling stock, and added 7mm
Public Transport Commission of New South Wales locomotives and rolling stock, could this

layout be an interesting Sydney goods-only line location?

‘Ingatestone’ by The Model Railway Club, is a
simple modern image ‘Club’ layout in 00.
There are no sidings, just an electrified
double track mainline, with a gentle curve a
one end. While this might seem a bit lob
sided, the one large radius curve is all that is
required. Plenty of modelling space has been
dedicated to the town buildings, hills and
pastures. This approach helps the viewer
immerse themselves into the scene. Finally,
note the display boards are arranged in a saw
tooth fashion. No doubt this is the result of a
space consideration, however with lighting
and a black curtain it is not noticeable until it
is pointed out to you.

‘Shwt’ is modelled as a truncated branch line
in EM gauge. You get the feeling that the
goods-only operations are just hanging on,
with closure looming. The high,curved
backdrop draws the eye away from the
existence of the corner of the layout. The
boarded-up signal box, lifted track and closed
level crossing, with high bushes also do their
bit in disguising the corner. Even in a space-
limited layout, a sizeable amount of space has
been dedicated to vehicular traffic in the
goods yard and open fields with brambles.




Space efficiency at its best, this is a fine
scale N scale layout, truly diminutive. | would
guess it would be no bigger than a third or
quarter the average dining table in size if that.
Placement of the buildings and the curved
backdrop, really help this small layout ‘pop’.
The goods yard access road and gate draw
the eye into the scene. Having the board
curved facing the fan out of the goods sidings
is also space efficient. The angles of the
buildings and the roads disguise the
vanishing points and the roads don’t end
facing the backdrop. An almost perfect use of
space, shapes and curves.

4 Signage and information are key,
‘Hazelbank’ in 00 by the Scottish Diesel and
Electric Group is an excellent example. Two
big, roll-up posters provide detailed
information on the group, publication, what
they do, and QR codes will take interested
parties to their websites for additional
information. Well-presented story boards are
also provided, in this case a printed article on
the layout, which is easy to read, with colour
photographs. Note that the cantilevered light
boxes for the layout and the stands are
painted matt black, so that they fade into the
background.

It is rare to see an N scale layout using it’s
full potential but East Neuk Model Railway
- Club’s ‘Law Junction’ does. They have
- dedicated ample space to ‘lose’ the railway
- within the scenery envelope. The layout has
no problem operating prototypical full-size
consists. A standalone, high, full-length
lighting pelmet provides a good blanket of
~ lighting for the layout. This layout is operated

. from behind the backdrop. I am not sure |
' could operate this layout continually for three
days with my retinas being blasted with that
amount of light!



Glendale’s buildings

Bob Comerford presents a selection of buildings scratch-built by Dale Dawson for his New England based
NSWGR layout ‘Glendale’. Photos by the author.

Photo 1. A 900 class DEB set railmotor passes the backyards of residences and businesses
of Glendale, all the buildings and fences in this image have been scratch-built by Dale Dawson.




Dale is a retired carpenter and uses
various techniques for his building con-
struction. For most of the buildings a solid
timber core was shaped using a standard
woodworking table saw and a mini
hobby table saw. Where large doors are
situated, Dale rebaits them into the solid
superstructure.

Dale creatively uses available materials
for construction, this includes:
® Used timber venetian blinds, these are

a good source of quality thin straight

timber stock.
® Ice cream sticks.

® Thin aluminium flashing can be used
to create custom corrugated iron
sheets (see photo 18)
® Standard A4 sheets of paper can be
laminated to replicate timber siding
Water tanks are made from aluminium
flashing pressed into a corrugated iron
shape, then curved into an appropriately
sized tank. This creates a mould that is
filled with builder’s bog, once set the alu-
minium flashing is removed and the tank
is then painted an appropriate colour.
This creates a robust model of a standard
water tank.

Some buildings on Glendale are
inspired from local prototypes; a lot of the
buildings are created using standard
building practices. A footprint is drawn to
scale and decorated to match the period
he is modelling. Dale is careful to ensure
that not everything is ‘perfect’ as in real
life, there is occasionally a miss matched
paling or weatherboard plank, while
these changes are subtle, they help bring
scenes to life. | 8

Photo 2. Glendale Fuel depot and siding. The fuel loading structure is a modified kit with two commercial fuel tanks, the remaining
structures are scratch-built.
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A Photo 3. A couple of Glendale’s houses. Aside from the commercial
windows, this building and the fences were scratch-built.

V Photo 4. Rear view of the Glendale hardware store. All of these
structures are scratch-built including the fences which is made from

a jewellery bag.
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Photo 5. Rear view of the Glendale tavern, scratch-
built with some commercial windows and doors.
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Photo 6. The street view of the scratch-built Glendale Tavern.

view of some local industries, including Dexters Diesel.
These structures are scratch-built with toilets, tanks etc. added.

Photo 7. The rear

Photo 9. Rear view of the scratch-built J1 gate keepers
house at Station Street crossing.
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A Photo 10. The Station Store is also
scratch-built. Visitors to Glen Innes by train
will find this view familiar.

<« Photo 11. Two more scratch-built
businesses in Glendale for the ladies to spend
their money.

V Photo 12. Glendale Readimix. All
structures are scratch-built.




Photo 13. A low-relief Co-op Cold Store, scratch-built using a solid  Photo 14. Glendale Fertiliser, another scratch-built structure using low-
timber core. relief to good effect.

Photo 15. The citizens of Glendale are very much house proud. Photo 16. Hazor Park farm.
This house and garage are all scratch-built.

"
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A Photo 17. Qutbuildings on Hazor Park.

» Photo 18. Corrugated iron roller hand built from steel.
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A Broadford Retrospective

lain Hunter closes the final chapter on his Australian exhibition layout ‘Broadford’ and shares his experiences
of exhibiting in the UK. Photos by Scott Fitzgerald unless otherwise stated.

Locomotive No. 8167 enters the standard gauge crossmg loop, with a down superfrelghter crossing No 8176 with an Up goods.

What would you do differently?

I'm not sure that I would do anything
differently. Broadford was designed from
the outset (it received its first invitation
before any wood had been cut!) to be an
exhibition layout. It was engineered (pos-
sibly over-engineered) to survive the rig-
ors of being rolled into and out of hire
vans, pushed around exhibition halls and
erected and dismantled frequently. The
choice of a traverser instead of the more
usual ladder fiddle yards was driven by
my decision to more accurately model the
broad gauge tracks by hand laying them
to 18.2mm (EM) gauge and my desire to
both keep the layout length down and
avoid the need to make the numerous
turnouts that the traditional fiddle yard
would require. I think that the fact that
Broadford has survived for 16 years and
42 exhibitions without major repairs
being required shows that the original
design decisions were correct.

Interesting anecdotes from exhibit-
ing an Australian themed layout in
the United Kingdom (UK).

Despite the kangaroos and wombats
populating the lighting rig pelmet and
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the Australian flag pinned to the drops at
the front of the layout, the presence of so
many North American designed locomo-
tives mean we are often asked where in
the United States of America (USA) the
layout is representing. At one exhibition,
despite standing in front of Aussie Santa,
one visitor confidently told his compatriot
that it was obviously a Canadian layout!
We have had many Australians viewing
the layout as well as many Brits who have
Australian relatives. Both groups routine-
ly express their pleasure and surprise at
seeing us. One family group asked per-
mission to video the layout as a relative of
theirs was the Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) of V/Line and they were sure that
he would be interested in seeing it. I was
more concerned about the fact that we
were using the V/Line Logo on our corpo-
rate shirts without permission! We did
also have one person who told us that he
had recently visited a relative in Geelong
and having seen us at a show previously
had driven to Broadford especially to
check whether I had modelled it accurate-
ly or not!

The most surreal event for me though,
concerns an exhibition in Australia. When

visiting our daughter in Bauple
Queensland, she had dropped me off at
the Strathpine Exhibition while she, my
wife and the granddaughters went shop-
ping at the Brisbane North Lakes Centre.
Whilst buying my ticket and having got
past the ‘you're obviously not from round
here’ conversation I was asked if I wanted
to buy a raffle ticket. Querying what the
prize was my attention was directed to a
Hornby Great Western Railway (GWR)
King train set. The result was the follow-
ing conversation: “I don’t model GWR”,
“What do you model?”, “Australian”, “Oh
you must be Iain Hunter”! I should point
out that at that time, I had an article pub-
lished in AMRM, so the gentleman con-
cerned was obviously an AMRM reader
and had successfully made four from two
and two.

When and why was the decision to
retire ‘Broadford’ made?

Thoughts about retiring Broadford
started in about 2019 when the UK
Government announced that driving
licence rules would be changed and over-
70s (subsequently over-75s) would have
restrictions placed on the size of vehicles



they could drive on a standard car
licence. The decision was finalised in 2023
when advancing age and increasing infir-
mity (they don’t tell you that playing
sport can seriously damage your health in
later life) meant that both Aileen, my
wife, and I were struggling to get in and
out of the internal operating area. The
original retirement date was May 2024 at
our local exhibition in Calne but that was
quickly changed to March 2026 when we
received a verbal invitation whilst at the
York Exhibition over Easter in 2024 to

make a return visit to Model Rail Scotland
in Glasgow in 2026!

What does your modelling future
look like ‘post Broadford’?

Although Broadford will be broken up
with large parts scrapped, most of the tra-
verser is going to be recycled into a layout
by one of my friends and four of the
straight front boards will be reused to
make a 16 foot long tiny rendition of parts
of South Dynon Depot. I already have a
track plan incorporating both broad

A A DRC coasts to a stop with an up
commuter service, while two light engine X
class locomotives idle in the up refuge siding,
waiting for a suitable path.

<« lain and Andrew engage with a patron at
the 2026 Model Rail Scotland exhibition.

gauge and standard gauge sheds which
will allow me to retain all of my locomo-
tive stock. I've been converting a PECO
turntable to 18.2mm and have modified it
to match photographs of Dynon’s BG
turntable. It wasn’t intended to be an
exhibition layout but at Glasgow I
received a verbal invitation to take it to an
exhibition in 2028 so I need to get started.
At least I won't have to build any base-
boards! -8
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Locomotive No. 8176 and 8115 haul a up
goods on ‘the gauge’ while a G class

locomotive works a down broad gauge grain
train.
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lan Sandell and Andrew Burnham monitor the loading of the substantial rolling stock transit dolly for loading into the van, following
last exhibition appearance.
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Broadford’s final exhibition crew. Left to right, Andrew Burnham, Melissa Laidlay, Mark Laidlay, Aileen Hunter, Scott Fitzgerald, lan Sandell, lain
Hunter, Alan Monk and Steve Davies. Photo by Nicola Smith.
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Trains for Breakfast

Warren Miller takes a journey down memory lane, with breakfast cereal models. Photos by the author.

Some of the locomotives from the earlier 1959 series, apparently copied from model trains of the period.

Many years ago, the manufacturers of
breakfast cereals encouraged children to
consume their products by including a
variety of small toys in the bottom of the
pack. A new series of toys would be
offered every few months and these were
keenly collected by youngsters. Transport
subjects were popular, covering aircraft,
vessels, vehicles, spacecrafts, but for the
young railway enthusiast, it was the
trains that decided the choice of breakfast
cereal.

The Kellogg company was a leader in
providing promotional cereal toys, and
one of the earliest railway series was
available in 1959, comprising a range of
five locomotives and a varied selection of
goods and passenger rolling stock. They
were one-piece mouldings using a soft
plastic which resisted breaking. The loco-
motives were inspired by contemporary
model trains (Hornby, Triang and
Marklin) rather than being derived direct-
ly from the prototype. They came in a
range of bright colours. It is likely that
these were manufactured in Australia.

In the 1960s, the models found in one’s
cornflakes were greatly improved, and
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came in the form of a miniature plastic
kit, packed in a cellophane bag to avoid
the parts becoming separated and mixing
with the cereal. There were over 70 differ-
ent series of models produced between
1959 and 1977. They were ‘snap-together’
but could be glued to make a more dura-
ble model. The main mouldings were
again made in various colours, but for
cars and trains the wheels were a separate
moulding, in black for greater realism —
quite sophisticated for a promotional toy!
The manufacturer was an Australian com-
pany based in Melbourne, named
Rosenhain and Lipmann (commonly
known as R&L). In the 1970s some of the
R&L models were available as separate
toy sets via newsagents and similar out-
lets. The train series was attractive to
young enthusiasts; the models were rea-
sonably accurate and could easily be
painted. The only drawback, there wasn’t
a tender for the New York ‘Hudson’.
There was also an accessory pack, with
crossing gates and signals. As a nice
touch, the station name on the sign was
‘Breakfast Creek’. Kelloggs even provided
cut-out cardboard models on the back of

the cereal packs, to make up stations, sig-
nal boxes, locomotive sheds etc., but these
were fairly crude. However, they were
fun to make.

Sadly, these collectable little models
disappeared from the breakfast table
many years ago, as manufacturers moved
towards other types of product promo-
tion. No doubt the question of safety,
relating to small, swallowable parts also
played a part in the demise of these
attractive models. The thousands of toys
that came out of the cornflakes packet
probably had a short life at the hands of
young children. However, enough of
these models seem to have survived to
appear on internet auction sites or ‘trash
and treasure’ markets, at ‘collectable’ pric-
es, such is the price of nostalgia. Who can
say whether any of today’s more mature
modelers had their appetite whetted
years ago by the trains that came with
cornflakes?

The R&L factory ceased operation in
1977 and the equipment and tooling were
sold to a buyer in Mexico. -



American steam, ancient and modern. There was no tender for the 4-6-4
locomotive but a tank wagon was better than nothing. The coach for the
old-timer was quite good.

The rolling stock and accessories were nicely
detailed given the small size of the models.

Painting such small models was a challenge, but worth the effort.
The Australian dollar coin indicates the size.
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Reviews

NSWGR ‘American’ end-platform passenger
coach (Including FG Greyhound coach and
branchline CCA coach), r-t-r in HO scale

by SDS Models, PO Box 804, Winston Hills,
NSW, 2153. Website: https:/sdsmodels.com.
AUD Prices in the text.

Originally released in 2012 by Austrains,
these models were manufactured to the research
and drawings of lan Thorpe, this SDS Models
release is an extensive re-tooled model. The
research by Steven Pracy and Design Engineer
Andreas Keller has added that SDS Models
touch. Steven Pracy, is quickly becoming highly
respected for his research, particularly with the
fine details applied to reproduction of liveries and
wagon codes. The products from SDS Models
will only improve with his continual input.

The Prototype

The suburban end platform coach was an
important vehicle on the New South Wales
Government Railways (NSWGR), seeing service
in Sydney, Newcastle and Wollongong, but also
in the country, sometimes specially modified.
From first entering service in the 1890’s, these
coaches could be seen behind all the modern
passenger steam locomotives (20, 30, 32, 35,
36 and 38) and the diesel locomotives in service
before 1977. As well as being used to get folk to
and from work, they were used for school trains,
scout (Jamboree) trains and troop trains, this
reviewer being transported from Sydney to
Singleton for Citizen Military Forces (CMF)
service in the early 1960s.

The NSWGR ‘tourist’ coach conversion came
about with the 1926 electrification of the Sydney
suburban system, with the new single-deck
electric sets replacing loco-hauled rosters
serviced by these coaches, and creating a
surplus of relatively new passenger vehicles, so
the opportunity was taken to upgrade the near-
country services by replacing the ‘throwover’
seating in the existing ‘American’ suburban
coaches with more comfortable, fixed, facing
seating pairs with luggage racks, and the
provision of toilets in the centre of the coaches.

Some were even rebuilt with enclosed end
vestibules for the ‘Caves Express’, a service
from Sydney to Mount Victoria for the gentry that
then flocked to the picturesque Jenolan Caves.

Many services provided by the coach sets
have not been fully recorded, especially those in
use during the wartime periods. However, these
were sturdily-built coaches and have stood the
test of time, with a number preserved and still
running to this day.

A more descriptive usage of the coaches can
be found in Volume two of Eveleigh Press’
‘Coaching Stock of the NSW Railways’, written
by Cooke/Beckhaus/Estell/Seckold and Toohey.

The ‘American’ end-platform passenger
coaches were a characteristic of the NSWGR
system for just over one hundred years (the last
regular ‘in service’ journey took place on the
lllawarra in 1977) and the 2012 offering from
Austrains captured one of the most common
variants of the breed.
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FA coach in Tuscan and Russet livery.

The origins of the end-platform coach came
from actual imported American-built coaches,
hence the common term ‘American suburban
cars’ for all locally-built variants that followed.
The design was adapted and built locally under
the leadership of different engineers, saw the use
of different roof styles.

These conversions involved mainly internal
alterations to seating and provision of toilets, so
the models, other than the CCA composite
branch-line coach, could easily be ‘back
converted’ to represent the suburban coach
version. With such a large class of similar
vehicles it is no surprise that some were
converted for special purposes, such as the RG
Greyhound coaches. The NSWGR catered for the
working man’s sports of pigeon and greyhound
racing by having coaches specially fitted-out to
transport the animals and their owners. The first
RG was a clerestory roof end-platform coach,
modified in the 1930s. The Mansard roof
greyhound coaches were modified in the 1950s
and operated for two decades or so. The RG had
a row of two-person seats one side of the centre
aisleway, and two tiers of kennels on the other
side. The windows on the kennel side had been
filled in and provided with longitudinal air vents.

The Model
The SDS offering for these coaches is

enormous as follows:

* Eight-coach packs ($880 AUD), Indian Red
livery with mansard and elliptical roof and
Pre-war Tuscan and Russet with full lining
and elliptical roof

 Five-coach packs ($600 AUD), ‘Caves
Express’ Blue and Cream as repainted in
1932. Red and Russet livery as in service
1940s 1950s.

* Four-coach pack ($440 AUD), Pre-war
Tuscan and Russet with full lining.

e Twin-coach packs ($250 AUD), Indian Red
with mansard roof (four different numbered
packs)

Single coach packs ($125 AUD)
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e CCA Pre-war Tuscan and Russet, Venetian
Red and Russet (two different numbered
packs), Indian Red (three different numbered
packs)

e FO Venetian Red and Russet (two different
numbered packs), Khaki

» Bl Venetian Red and Russet (two different
numbered packs), Indian Red, Khaki.

e FA Blue and Russet as introduced 1929, Blue
and Cream as repainted in 1932

e W No. 462 Fettlers Training Car, W No. 547
Way and Works, L No. 836 Electrical Branch

e RG Greyhound car Red and Russet (two
different numbered packs), Indian Red, (two
different numbered packs).

e HFO No. 1165 Khaki
Model wise, these coaches will find a2 home

on any layout set between 1895 and the 1970s.

The previous Austrains model was based on
the Mansard roofed version (sets 28-59),
introduced between 1895-1910 for Sydney
suburban service.

Models reviewed: CCA in Indian red and
Tuscan and Russet livery, FA in Tuscan and
Russet livery, HFO in Indian red livery and RG in
Indian red livery.

The SDS Models represented those coaches
converted into ‘tourist’ coaches from 1929.

The ‘tourist” interior has been nicely
modelled.

There are subtle changes to the tooling of
which will only be noted by the extremely
observant. The end doorway profile has been
replicated to represent that on the locally built
coaches. The end of coach upper letterboard
matches in height to side upper letterboard of
coach. Material has been added to the underside
of the end platform portion removing any
un-prototypical gap. Covers have been added to
the Anderson ventilators on the letterboard. The
exterior end panelling on the CCA coach is
correct. For the ‘tourist’ coaches fitted with
toilets the highly detailed coach underside has
two water closet (WC) chutes applied, and
weathering will enhance all this detail. The




coaches depicting the VUB set feature enclosed
vestibule end moulding and glazing.
Furthermore, for the appropriate coaches, there
is a low elliptical roof option version, in addition
to the mansard roof option.

All coaches are fitted with interiors including
seating and panelling between class sections.

Of special interest are the bogies; the bogie
centres on Improved Guards End enclosed HFOs
has been correctly lengthened by a scale 1'6".
For the remainder, the bogie frames have been
adjusted the suit the finer SDS wheel and axle
length and adjustments to the underside of the
model. The narrowing of the bogie is a
significant change. The main problem with
modelling the end platform coaches in HO scale
is that the ‘standard’ model wheel and axle/axle
box thickness, when added together, is wider
than the scale prototype width of the end

Elliptical roof version.

Australian Model Railway Magazine

platform coach. On many models the bogie
sides sit proud of the coach sides. By using the
finer Australian Model Railway Association
(AMRA) standard and short pin point axles, plus
finer axle box and frame mouldings, the SDS
model is better presented.

The end platform handrail detail is fine;
excellent even, and reasonably strong when
accidently bumped.

Just as important, the models have been
given the excellent SDS finish in paint (colour
and application) and coach coding. These are
delightfully finished models; some roofs may be
improved with weathering, but the colour
schemes replicated are all backed up with
photographic evidence. There will always be an
argument as to the correct hue of Indian and
Tuscan red and the Russett and Red livery, but
there is nothing garish in the SDS offering. The

coach coding is delightfully applied; the light hue
applied for the number and the darker
shadowing. Easy to read, for those of us who
need to make sure the right coach is in the train
consist, one of the many benefits of modern
model manufacturing!

For this reviewer, the end platform coach is a
very important NSWGR model. It was a rake of
these coaches (built by Phil Kelly) on display at
a late 1960s Sydney Model Railway Exhibition
that enthused other modellers to model the
NSWGR. These accurate models, offered in so
many period liveries, could be the basis for
many layouts into the future. Probably good
enough to last into the next century.

Bob Gallagher

Want to be published

in the AMRM?

Do you have an article idea, or would you
like to see your layout in AMRM?
Contact the editor at:
amrmteam@outlook.com

N CCA coach ends.

» Coach end detail.

AMRM Team
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Recent Releases

Auscision Models N and HO scale

Has released the following models:

HO scale NR34 in Reconciliation Action Plan
(RAP) livery, r-t-r with and without sound and
DCC.

» NR34 in RAP livery.

N scale Manildra flour hopper wagon MGFH
r-t-r, available in single wagon packs in the
following liveries: Blue and silver two numbers,
weathered two numbers and weathered with
seven different face billboards.

MGFH No. 1709-Q with face billboard ‘Daryl
“rum” Henschke’.

HO scale New South Wales Government
Railways (NSWGR) 421 class locomotive r-t-r
with and without sound. Available in the
following liveries: NSWGR Indian red with
redlining 42101, 42104 and 42102 with first
through East to West panel. NSWGR Indian red
with redlining and duck egg logo 42106 and
42107. NSWGR Indian red with redlining, duck
egg logo and no pin stripes 42108 and 42110.
NSWGR Indian red with white L7 logo 42101.
NSWGR Indian red austerity with white L7 logo
42103 and 42108. NSWGR reverse 41204 and
42107. State Rail Authority of New South Wales
(SRA of NSW) Candy with red roof and yellow
L7 logo 42102. Candy with grey roof and yellow
L7 logo 42107. Northern Rivers Railroad (NRR)
blue orange and yellow 42109. Queensland Rail
(QR) National eagle 42103. Aurizon (NRR patch)
42107. Chumrail restored Candy with white L7
‘Chumster’ 42103 and restored NRR 42105.

42101 in NSWGR Indian red livery’.

HO scale V/Line N class locomotive r-t-r with
and without sound and DCC in V/Line PTV purple
and yellow livery with Southern Shorthaul
Railroad (SSR) patch, two numbers.

N466 ‘City of Warrnambool’ in V/Line PTV SSR
patch livery.

HO scale SSR BGKF grain hopper wagons
r-t-r, in four wagon packs available in the
following liveries: Faded SRA of NSW red with
SSR logos (two different numbered packs). With
and without black sides and faded SRA of NSW
red with XCS bogies per broad gauge Victorian
operations (two different numbered packs).
Faded SRA of NSW with graffiti available in nine
different single wagon packs. With and without
black sides and faded SRA of NSW red with XCS
bogies and graffiti per broad gauge Victorian
operations in seven different single wagon
packs.

SSR BGKF No. 1111-L in faded SRA of NSW
red with XCS bogies and graffiti.

Page 66. June 2026




HO scale Mercedes Benz 0305 MkII
suburban bus, available in single packs in the
following liveries: Public Transport Commission
(PTC) blue and white with blue L7 logo. PTC
500th Mercedes Benz bus, red and white with
blue L7 logo. PTC Sydney Explorer red with blue
L7 logo, Urban Transport Authority 750th
Mercedes Benz bus blue and white with Blue L7
logo. State Transit Authority (STA) Sydney Buses
blue and white (PTC). STA Sydney Buses blue,
white and red corporate livery. STA Newcastle
Buses blue and white (PTC). STA Sydney Buses
silver, black and blue ‘Silver Service’.

Mercedes Benz PTC bus in Sydney Explorer
livery.

HO scale single and wall hung display cases.
Single display cases are available in the
following sizes. 20cm, 25¢cm, 30cm, 40cm,
50cm, 60cm, 100cm and 120cm Note cases
100cm long and above are only available in store
(Aussie modeller). Wall hung display cases
(dimensions length 93cm by height 54cm and
depth 6cm) are available in three colours, black,
white and Clear with a mirror finish. Features
include: Acrylic construction, front door with
hinge, wheel flange grooves in each shelf, holds
up to 28 Locomotives or wagons and includes
mounting screws.

Wall hung display case, digital rendering.

Wagon loads to suit the HO scale r-t-r AOOX
(GOX) open wagon. Loads include: H frame steel
loads in steel and rust colour, steel wire load,
pipe load in silver, yellow and black. Telegraph
pole loads in brown and green colour.

UH frame steel loads in rust colour.

Pipe load silver colour.

Wire load.

Coil cradles available in three colours four per
pack, and coils are also available in five sizes
five per pack.

Refer: https://www.auscisionmodels.com.au/

A collection of various sizes of steel coils.
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Recent Releases

Greg’s 3D trucks and trains.

Aimed squarely at the toy market, these
models are designed to use standard wooden
play track such as the Lillabo series from Ikea
refer: https://www.ikea.com/au/en/cat/lillabo-
series-11673/

All models are 3D printed in colour so they
are safe for the rough treatment that little ones
inflict on their toys. Available with magnetic
couplers or knuckle couplers, their catalogue
includes shunters, locomotives, wagons,
coaches and trams. Currently in development is
an SRA of NSW XPT set. If you want to un-fairly
influence your children, grand children or young
family members to create future little modellers,
these models should do the trick. Refer: https://
gregs-trains.square.site/

Melbourne A class tram.

Melbourne Comeng in metro livery.
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V/Line PTV N class locomotive.

Melbourne W class tram.

Victorian Railways Walker railcar.

Victorian Railways B class locomotive.

Melbourne red rattler.
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Victorian Railways first series ‘flat top’
T class in pink and VR livery.

South Australian Railways 300 class railcar and 820 class trailer.

Victorian Railways F class shunter
and S class locomotive.




MRW Models HO scale

Has developed an extensive range of truck
trailer kits to suit various eras including 40ft
trailers (1980s — 1990s) right through to ultra
modern high capacity road freight trailers. Email:
mrwmodels@gmail.com

Currently available are the following kits
(prime movers are not included):

Skel tri single and Quad single 40ft

Skel b-double

Skel 40740, tri/tri, quad/tri and quad/quad

Curtainside and B Ezi-liner -double

Dolly two axle short and long drawbar

Dolly tri long drawbar

Flattop single and spilt tri-axle

Flattop b-double S0

Van single, b-double and Quad

Drop deck double roadtrain and b-triple

A-double skel with and without tri-axle dolly High productivity B-double quad - quad.

Flattop 19m B-double

Flattop rigid body with trailer

Tautliner B-double

Skel 4A Single

Skel single suitable for 20ft to 48ft

Drop deck 36 pallet 4.6m high b-double and
b-triple

Flattop extendable tri-axle

Flattop 80s/90s 2A 40ft.

Container 20ft blank

T-liner B-triples.

Quad axle Taughtliner trailer. 1990s twin axle flattop trailer.
Roundhouse Models HO scale s 3 % U =7 ,w T,

Has release the following vehicles as 3D FT TR R m.;l
printed kits - -

Ford Falcon 2006 XR8 ute

Nissan Navara 2020 dualcab ute

Holden Special Vehicles VF 2015 Maloo ute

Toyota Landcruiser J40 ute

Refer: https://www.roundhousemodels.com.
au/shop

Ford Falcon 2006 XR8 ute. Nissan Navara 2020 dualcab ute.

Holden Special Vehicles VF 2015 Maloo ute. Toyota Landcruiser J40 ute.
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Aurora Trains HO and HOn3'"2
Has in development a Queensland Railways (QR) trestle bridge kit,
available in HO (standard gauge width) and HOn3'%.

Engineering example of Aurora Trains
QR trestle bridge kit, locomotive shown
for display only, HOn3"/2 version shown.

Bergs Hobbies HO scale

Minimodels has announced a new release of r-t-r Sydney suburban
electric parcel vans, delivery is expected in the 2nd half of 2026.

This expanded range includes operating marker lights and the newly
tooled F bogie. Models will be DCC ready with an eight pin socket and will
be available in single van packs.

Liveries produced include:

* Tuscan red with ‘Fast Electric Parcels Van’ lettering with buff lines, with
and without lines on doors or headboard.

» Tuscan red with ‘Parcels Van’ lettering with duck egg logo

e Public Transport Commission of New South Wales blue and white

¢ Indian red with and without whiskers with white L7 logo, with and
without ‘Blue Spot Parcels’ or ‘TrackFast’ lettering

¢ (Candy ELCAR or Yellow Hornsby super shunter No. C3660

IDR Models

Have received a painted pilot model of their r-t-r Victorian Railways F
class shunting locomotive in State Electric Commission Brunswick green
livery.

Painted pilot model locomotive SEC3 in Brunswick green livery.
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Auscision Models HO scale
Have received painted pilot models of their modern coils and coil steel
containers for evaluation.
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Painted pilot model 20ft coil container and jumbo coil.

Painted pilot model matched 20ft coil containers
with rust coloured coils.

Ixion Model Railways HO scale

Have received images of the first test shots of their Victorian Railways
(VR) RT shunting tractor.

Liveries for the RT model are being finalised and expect a pilot model to
arrive soon for evaluation




Lyndons Trains HO scale

Have developed three Victorian Railways wagon kits.

HZC auto coupler transport wagon, Workmans shower wagon and
Workmans sleeper wagon.

Also developed is a New South Wales Government Railways (NSWGR)
BKF car carrier wagon kit, this kit represents the 49ft version.

VR workman’s sleeper wagon, completed kit shown.
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NSWGR BKF car carrier wagon, completed kit shown.

Mountain View Workshops HO and N scale
Have developed a boiler load, this will be available in HO and N scale.
Email: mountainviewworkshops@hotmail.com

Boiler load pre production pilot model.

MRW Models HO scale
Has developed modern grain dumper trailers and expect them to be
available soon. Email: mrwmodels@gmail.com
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Modern grain dumper trailer kit, pre production example.

Powerline Models HO scale
The next production run of the r-t-r Mkl NSWGR 48 Class locomotive
should be available by the time of publication.

On Track Models HO scale

Have signed off on the tooling for the r-t-r Pacific National 94 class
locomotive, and shortly after expect to confirm a production slot.

The next run of NSWGR supplementary interurban coaches will include
a new tooled MH coach.

The 40ft curtain sided containers are currently scheduled for production
and expect to advise on a delivery date when available.

NSWGR MH coach, digital rendering.

Want to be published
in the AMRM?

Do you have an article idea, or would you

like to see your layout in AMRM?
Contact the editor at:
amrmteam@outlook.com

AMRM Team
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Redfern Models HO scale

A new release is their 1855 Sydney Railway Company 3rd Class
Carriage Kit

These carriages were imported from Wright & Sons of England and
played a key role in the opening of the first railway line from Sydney to
Parramatta in 1855

Refer: https://redfernworks.com.au/?s=1855+3rd

Completed kit of the 1855 Sydney Railway Company 3rd Class carriage.

TrainOrama HO scale

The factory has merged the production runs of the r-t-r VR S Class and
NSWGR 42 Class locomotives together; With the joint production
completion date scheduled for the end of August, 2026.

The provision of Kadee couplers to their factory has been delayed,
however, the factory has advised that this won't affect production timing
going forward.

The expected shipment plan will allow for four weeks in September for
transit by sea cargo vessel, 10 days unloading and customs clearance.
This schedule should hopefully see the release of both the VR S Class and
NSWGR 42 Class locomotives in time for the October, 2026 Rosehill
Gardens ‘Great Model Train Show’, if not before.

The books are now open for pre ordering through AlcoWorld in
Ingleburn NSW, with 'no securing deposit' being required.
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Train World — County Lines HO scale
Have received 3D prints of their VR Z, ZL, ZLP and C series guards vans.
Newly announced is the production of the VR 64ft BW and ABW
coaches and have received 3D prints of their designs.

3D prints of VR ZLP guards van (top) and C series guards van
and underframe detail.

Sierra Publishing

Is expected to release a new publication, Victorian Railways ‘Echoes
of the Blue and Gold’, by Nick Anchen, in June 2026

The Victorian Railways of the 1960s and 1970s remained important
to everyday people, with many country branch lines still in operation,
and classic express trains gracing the rails.

The final decades of the famed blue and gold era were captured
in living colour by some of Australia's most artistic photographers.

NICK ANCHEN ;

Cover of the forthcoming publication, Victorian Railways ‘Echoes
of the Blue and Gold, by Nick Anchen.
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SDS Models HO scale
Have received a painted pilot model of their r-t-r Queensland Rail 2800
class in the most recent Aurizon livery and is currently being evaluated.
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Painted pilot model locomotive No. 2812
in current overall yellow Aurizon livery.

Flat Faded Finish

SDS Models has introduced a locomotive ordering option, appropriately
monikered, Flat Faded Finish. Based on prototypical states of specific road
numbers, allowing the modeller to go to the ‘next level’ with their
weathering, with the difficult fading and patch markings etc being already
accomplished. The first locomotive to be offered this treatment is the State
Rail Authority of New South Wales 81 class locomotive, these flat faded
finish versions will be available in the next run.

Locomotive No. 8114, in faded and patched National Rail charcoal
livery with blue air conditioner, digital rendering.

Locomotive No. 8118, in faded Pacific National intermodal livery with
blue air conditioner, digital rendering.
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Locomotive No. 8145, in faded Pacific National bulk livery with blue
cab roof and air conditioner, digital rendering.

Vision N scale
Have developed T-Trak module kits, features of these modules include:
Pre-position markings for track alignment, adjustable legs are included
and modules are made from 6mm plywood
Refer: https://www.visionnscale.com.au/

T-Trak module.




Vale

John Peter Rumming
31st of July 1968 — 5th of March 2026

| believe from a young age, John was an avid railway modeller and
when I met him in 1988 - 1989 — we became instant friends. He was
getting into Australian railway modelling (which I'd already began doing too
at that time), so we joined forces to create a big collection of ‘Aussie’ N
scale models. John and myself were Western Australian based modellers,
and as far as we knew, what we were modelling hadn’t been achieved in N
scale before.

Our first exhibition layout was called ‘Gunnadoo’ where we displayed
John’s and my collection of ‘Aussie’ N scale trains. This layout was first
exhibited at the 1990 Australian Model Railway Association of Western
Australia (AMRA WA) model railway exhibition. John displayed his WA
tanker trains etc and | had several NSW trains along with my ‘Indian Pacific
passenger train. By the mid 1990s we’d built another layout that was called
‘Mt Kevrojon’ this was the initial version of the layout which we later rebuilt
by the end of the 1990s. In the mid 1990s John had developed skills in
casting and made his 1st coach, which turned out nicely. He then
embarked on casting about four other wagon types and together we
operated an impressive 12 metre long N scale goods train which was using
134 out of 144 cast wagons, that we had at the time. John also cast three
Westrail ‘P’ class diesel locomotive bodies with a Bachmann Dash 8/9
locomotive mechanism, which he’d used to haul that super long goods
train. In the early 2000s John learned how to make brass etchings and
water slide decals. John was asked by other N scale modellers, if he could

John Rumming, photo Kevin Bradney

make some of his cast wagons available for sale, which he did at a
reasonable cost. In 2020 John started 3D printing and so his reputation
flourished amongst the model railway community. John attended several N
scale conventions and various model railway exhibitions around Australia.
Modellers got to know him and asking for some of his products, with
several of his models being purchased by modellers in NSW, Queensland,
Victoria and South Australia.

John also had a big interest in computing and was my ‘Go-to’ guy for
any computer issues. He had set up his own website and he had given me
a copy of the same programme to help me create my own website. John
also had a You Tube channel (Nuggles58). For around 38 years John and
myself were always a team, whether we exhibited separately or together at
the Perth model railway exhibition. John will be greatly and sadly missed in
WA and across much of Australia too. He was like a brother to me and may
he rest in Peace.

Kevin Bradney

Mailbag

What’s in a name - brand identity for young
modellers

Your Comment ‘What’s in a name - brand
identity for young modellers’ in the February
2026 issue of the AMRM presents a good
debate about our hobby and how many
youngsters recognise prototype liveries and
brands and then possibly purchase the model of
the prototype to join our hobby.

However, you have dropped the biggest hint
as to why youngsters or indeed their parents find
it hard to take up our hobby “However is there a
gap in the market? Not every parent can afford
or even need a highly detailed r-t-r model, is
there model that can be a stepping stone, that is
cheaper, more robust, more suitable to a
younger modeller?”

The hobby in Australia has gone from
strength to strength but it has also led to a group
of youngsters and their parents who are hesitant
to get into it because of the cost factor. Who
remembers at one time when New South Wales
Government Railways (NSWGR) coaches were
retailing between $55.00 to $75.00 and now,
they retail for $150.00 because they are detailed.
Also, the Australian prototype locomotives that
at one time Lima produced were costing
between $75.00 to $150.00 are now from
$300.00 upwards because they are also detailed
and if you want the full kaboodle (i.e. sound and
lights etc.) you pay more than $400.00.

Australian Model Railway Magazine

People reading this might say “its not up to
the hobby to subsidise those that cannot afford
it”. Well the reality is that some overseas
manufacturers seem to do things differently, they
actually produce a model, have a small bag of
detailed parts that the modeller themselves affix
to the model with clear instructions on where to
put them, hence the locomotive or even freight
wagon or coach is sold at a price that the new
modeller can enter it without breaking the money
box- why Australian manufacturers are not doing
this?

We have seen the train set market also
change, towards presentation rather than price
point.

| remember growing up in the 1980s
and getting a train set each year for three years.
It was produced by Lima and these sets whilst
some coaches were not detailed they retailed at
department stores from $95.00 to $135.00.
The CountryLink XPT proved to be the most
expensive of the lot. However, what was
interesting was that LIMA sold its trainsets
alongside its competitor Lifelike whom at the
time were known for pricing between $50.00
to $75.00. They knew their train sets would sell
well for the Christmas market hence some
of the combinations for their rollingstock were
sometimes not like the prototype.

Most modellers | know (probably even
AMRM readers) remember the joy of getting

a train set for Christmas or a birthday present
and having the time of your life setting it up
and playing with it. If you had a parent or
grandparent who had an interest also, you would
attend model railway exhibitions to whet your
appetite even more. Your parent or grandparent
would help you build your first layout and smile
at how much fun you are having compared to
some other teenagers your age.
The problem is that the hobby has | think lost
focus at times, failing to recognise that once
the baby boomers disappear, the hobby will need
to reset itself to encourage the next generation
to take up our hobby. Manufacturers lost focus
in thinking that every modeller in Australia wants
a super-detailed model and will pay any price
for it.
We need Australian manufacturers to take
a step back and realise that not everyone can
afford the super-detailed models that they
produce, and that producing a train set with
less detail but which retails for between $150.00
to $300.00 might also encourage modellers to
enter the hobby, particularly if good marketing
is provided. Combined with great after-sales
service, these new modellers might in fact
become the next generation of layout builders.
David Beres
Holden Hill SA
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EXHIBITIONS & EXPOS
CLARENDON - NSW. May 30-31, 2026.Hills Model
Railway Society Exhibition, Hawkesbury Racecourse,
Clarendon, NSW. Website: www.hmrs.org.au
ADELAIDE - SA. June 6-8, 2026. Adelaide Model
Railway Show (June long weekend). New venue.
Ridley Centre, Adelaide Showgrounds, Goodwood
Road, Wayville.

Website: www.modelrailwayshow.org.au

GLEN WAVERLEY - VIC. June 6-8, 2026. Waverley
Model Railway Club Annual Exhibition, Brandon Park
Community Centre, 649 Ferntree Gully Road, Glen
Waverley, VIC. 10am-5pm (Sat & Sun) 10am-4pm
(Mon). Adults $15, Children $6, Family $35.

Details: exhibitions@waverleymrc.org.au

PERTH - WA. June 20-21, 2026. Perth Model Railway
Exhibiton. Silver Jubilee Pavilion, Claremont
Showground. Open: 9.30am-4.30pm (Sat & Sun).
Tickets through TryBooking and at door.

Find us on Facebook

ZILLMERE - QLD. July 4-5, 2026. AMRA Qld Inc.
Annual Brisbane Model Train Show 2026. Northside
Indoor Sports Centre 20 Cambewarra Street,
Zillmere, QLD. Adults $20, Concession $15. Children
under 16 free if accompanied by an adult.

Tickets only available at the door on show days.
STAWELL - VIC. July 11-12, 2026. Grampian Model
Railroaders Inc. SES Hall Sloane St Stawell, VIC.
Open: 9.30am-5pm (Sat), 10am-4pm (Sun).
Enquiries: Stuart 0438 545 233

Website: www.gmrinc.org.au

DEE WHY - NSW. July 25-26, 2026. North Shore
Railway Modellers Annual Exhibition PCYC, 40
Kingsway, Dee Why. Email: exhibition@nsrma.com
Website: www.nsrma.com

BRAYBROOK - VIC. August 1-2, 2026. Sunshine
Model Railway Club Annual Model Train Exhibition.
Braybrook Secondary College Sports Stadium, Burke
Street Braybrook, VIC. 9.30am-5pm (Sat), 9.30-4pm
(Sun). Adults $10 Kids Free. Free parking. Contact:
Ted 03 9311 8389 or Phil 0402 314 537. Facebook or
Website: www.sunshinemrc.org.au

CAULFIELD - VIC. August 8-9, 2026. AMR Assoc.
Vic Branch. Caulfield Racecourse, Station Street,
Caulfield, VIC. Open: 9am-5pm (Sat), 9am-4pm
(Sun). Enquires: Clubrooms: (03) 9885 7034.

Email: exhibitionamravic@gmail.com

THORNLEIGH - NSW. August 8-9, 2026. Marklin
Modellers of Sydney Exhibition. Thornleigh
Community Hall (Next to Bunnings). Corner Phyllis
and Central Avenues, Thornleigh. Open: 9am-5pm
(Sat), 9am—-4pm (Sun). Contact: Rolf 0429 992 353.
GOULBURN - NSW. August 29-30, 2026. The
Georges River Model Railway Club 3rd Goulburn
Model Expo, Veolia Arena, Braidwood Road,
Goulburn, NSW. Open: 9am-5pm (Sat), 9am-4pm
(Sun). Adults $15, Concession $10. Children under
12 free. Website: www.goulburnmodelexpo.com.au
ROSEHILL - NSW. October 24-25, 2026 Great Train
Show, Grand Pavilion, Rosehill Gardens Racecourse,
Entry from James Ruse Drive or Grand Avenue,
Rosehill. Open: 9am-5pm (Sat), 9am—-4pm (Sun).
Adult $20, Senior $16, Child $10, Family $50.
Contact: Mike 0408 817 554.

Email: exhibition@eppingmodelrailway.org.au
Website: www.greattrainshow.com.au

Facebook: The Great Train Show Sydney.

SEMINARS & CONVENTIONS
ADELAIDE - SA. August 21-23, 2026 The 19th
National N Scale Convention is being held in
Adelaide in August. This three-day event will be at the
Hopgood Theatre, located in the southern suburb of
Noarlunga. For delegate and exhibitor registrations,
partner program and merchandise information see
Convention Website: www.nscaleconventions.au
ADELAIDE - SA. September 12, 2026. Modelling the
Railways of South Australia 30, Flinders Medical
Centre lecture theatres, Bedford Park. Registration at
8.30 for 9am start (Sat). Registration forms available
late May 2026 by downloading from www.mrsac.com
from selected hobby shops; Adelaide Model Railway
Exhibition June 2026, email mrsaconvention@gmail.
com or convention@mrsac.com
EPPING - NSW. September 26, 2026 Modelling the
Early Days of NSW Railways, Dence Park Creative
Centre, 26 Stanley Road, Epping, NSW.

Registration essential. Phone: 02 9311 2036.
ARMIDALE - NSW. November 21-22, 2026. New
England Convention. Armidale Bowling Club,
Dumaresq Street, Armidale. Open: 9am-5pm (Sat),
9am-3pm (Sun). Contact: Chris 0407 313 587.
Website: www.nemrc.net

SALE DAYS
EPPING - NSW. July 25, 2026 Model Railway Market
Day, Epping Creative Centre, Dence Park, 26 Stanley
Road, Epping. Open: 9.30am—1pm. Table rental:
contact@eppingmodelrailwayclub.org.au
SLACKS CREEK - QLD. November 1, 2026. Logan
District Model Railway Club sale day 76 Springlands
Drive, Slacks Creek, QLD. Open: 8.30am-1pm (Sun).
Adults $5 Kids under 12 free. No cost to sellers.
Please pre book by emailing your details to presi-
dent@ldmrc.com. Seller’s setup from 7am.

OPEN DAYS

EPPING - NSW. June 8, 2026 (Kings Birthday Public
Holiday) SCMRA, Epping Creative Centre, Dence
Park, 26 Stanley Road, Epping. Open: 9.30-2pm
(Mon). Contact: Trevor 0419 492 533.

ZILLMERE - QLD. October 17, 2026. AMRA Qld. Inc.
premises, 20A Murphy Road Zillmere. Just before the
railway overpass. Disability parking only in grounds.
Open: 8am—1pm.

COMMERCIAL: $9.00 per line, minimum of $21.00.
Continuous or Advance insertions not guaranteed.

PRIVATE: 60 cents per word - name, address and
phone number free. Minimum $6.00 per insertion.
Continuous insertions not guaranteed.

All monies must accompany copy, which must be
wcriitten clearly on paper. Phone insertions not accept-
ed.

Send all copy and payment to SCR Publications,
PO Box 345, MATRAVILLE, 2036. All copy must be
received by advertising deadline for the issue
required. (Advertising Deadlines listed on page 4.)

Ron STEWIEN
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EVELEIGH PRESS

A HISTORY OF THE
SOUTH AUSTRALIAN RAILWAYS

VOLUME 3: THE MATURE RAILWAY

This volume of A History of the South Australian Railways advances the railway history to an
interesting period when some of the more momentous growth in railway mileage occurred — but also
when there was also a settling down in locomotive policy. Covering the years roughly from about
1876 to 1890, the period was marked by two strong administrators in the way of Henry Coathupe
Mais and William Thow as Engineer-in-Chief from 1866 to 1888 and Locomotive Engineer from
1876 to 1889 respectively. Thow was followed by Thomas Roberts who was equally capable. As

so many of the developments in South Australia were in their hands, chapter 1 introduces these
engineers up-front. Some of the major routes were developed by Mais, including Adelaide to the
Victorian border and Port Pirie to the New South Wales border, both of which are strategic routes

in South Australia to this day. Thow set the locomotive policy for the State before public servants
hounded him out of South Australia unaware of his talents. Consequently, South Australia’s loss was
New South Wales’ gain. Roberts not only followed on the good work of Thow but introduced some
of the longest lasting locomotives of the SAR.

A HISTORY OF THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN RAILWAYS, Volume 3:
THE MATURE RAILWAY is available soon for $90.00 plus postage
If not available from your local hobby shop or book shop, order direct from
SCR PUBLICATIONS
PO Box 345, Matraville 2036. Telephone (02) 9311 2036
www.australianmodelrailways.com
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Unit 68/45 Powers Road
SEVEN HILLS, NSW 2147

Phone: (02) 9620-9035
Emall: Information@australlanmodeller.com.au
Website: www.australianmodeller.com.au

HAS A NEW HOME AT ALCO WORLD TRAINS r US
ALL NEW PRE-ORDERS & RETAIL SALES
www.alcoworld.com.au
Shop 1/16 Ingleburn Rd, Ingleburn NSW Ph: 0412 511 794
Monday to Friday 9.30am to 4.30pm  Saturday 9.00am to 2.30pm

BRANCH LINE

Suppliers of Fine Model Railway and Constructive Hobby Equipment
490 Dorset Road, Croydon 3136
Ph: (03) 9723 1211
Fax: (03) 9723 5432
Website: www.branchline.com.au. Email: trains@branchline.com.au
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10am-5pm, Sat. 10am-4pm
Phone, Fax, Mail & Credit Card Orders Welcome.

") [HOBBEYRAMA)

’.
D EVERYTHING IN MODEL TRRINS, - ALL SCALES
BEGINNERS OF EXPERTS, CONSULT US FIRST

PH 07 3352 3333 FAX 07 3352 3300
MAIL ORDERS - All major Credit Cards & EFTPOS welcome
Cnr Stafford Rd & Shand St, Stafford 4053

ALCO WORLD
INCORPORATING
TRAINS R US &
TRAIN PICTURES PRODUCTIONS

SHOP 1/16 INGLEBURN ROAD
INGLEBURN NSW 2565
PHONE 0412 511 794

WOODPECKER
MODEL RAILWAYS

www.woodpeckermodelrailways.com.au
Shop 8/7 Joyce Street, PENDLE HILL 2145
Open Tuesday - Friday 10am - 5.30pm
Saturday 9am - 2pm

Phone (02) 9636 3855

A | T

MODEL EMPORIUM

A osveon g
20 Station Road Opening Hours
Cheltenham Victoria 3192 Monday - Friday
10.30am - 5pm
Ph- 03 8555 0892 Saturday
Web: www.modelemporium.com.au 10am - 4pm

SA

JUNCTION MODELS
4/449 Main North Rd
ENFIELD SA 5085
Open Tuesday - Saturday
junctionmodels.au

sales@junctionmodels.au
(08) 8349 7464

M&K MODEL
RAILWAYS

HERVEY BAY
Mail orders welcome.

Indoor and outdoor model railway attraction.
Retail shop, ride on train, tea room. Groups welcome.

For all model trains and
accessories.

50 Old Maryborough Road, Pialba 4655
Phone: (07) 4124 1979
www.mkmodelrailways.com.au. Email: mkrail@bigpond.net.au
Facebook: M & K Model Railways

2 King William Road, Unley SA 5061
Trading Hours: Mon-Fri 10am-6pm Sat 10am-4pm

Ph: (08) 8271 7861

orientexpressmodels.com.au
sales@orientexpressmodels.com.au

LS

AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY
2. HISTORICAL SOCIETY

BOOKSHOP : CAFE « ARCHIVES
5-7 Henderson Road, Alexandria, NSW
Open Monday - Saturday 9am-3pm
(02) 9699 4595

arhsnsw.com.au

When you attend,
tell them you
saw it in AMRM!

T"RAIN WDRLDS
B ONLINE 24/7
z www.trainworld.net.au

290 Bay St, Brighton, Victoria, 3186.

1 1

Trains for the Garden

Specialising in
AusRail. LGB, Massoth & Piko G Scale

By appointment: Mobile 0419 504 432
8 Henderson Hill Rd Silvan Vic 3795

Email: admin@trainsforthegarden.com
Website: trainsforthegarden.com.au

COMPETITION AND CONSUMER ACT 2010
The above act contains strict regulation on advertising. It is
not possible for this company to ensure that advertise-
ments which are published in this magazine comply with
the Act and the responsibility must therefore be on the per-
son, company or advertising agency submitting the adver-
tisement for publication. In case of doubt, consult your
legal adviser.
SCR Publications
PO Box 345, Matraville 2036

DATA SHEETS

Highly detailed drawings to HO scale with
photographs and information describing NSWGR
locomotives and Lineside Data Sheets, drawings
and information describing NSWGR buildings and

structures. New sheets produced regularly.

12 WHALAN PLACE, KALEEN, ACT 2617
Email: datashet.greg@gmail.com
Website: nswgrdrawingsbydatasheets.com

When you attend,
tell them you
saw it in AMRM!

Australian Model Railway Magazine

SAN MATEO LINE [}
Searchlight Signals for VR and SAR in HO and N.

Colour Light Signals for QR and NSW in HO. "
Upper Quadrants for VR and SAR in HO. !
VR Somersault Lattice Mast Semaphores. RTP .

Etched brass kits with LEDs or fully assembled and painted models,

made to order . : :1
Available from hobby shops or

San Mateo Line, PO Box 2205, Mildura 3502
www.sanmateoline.com.au
sales@sanmateoline .com.au

Ph. 0428 236 055 _ -

P

FLEXIBLE TRACK UNDERLAY
THE track underlay for HO/OO, HOm and N Gauge flex track.
Available in various profiles to suit your layout needs.
Designed and manufactured in Australia from long life XLPE.
Ask you local hobby supplier for TRACKRITE Flexible Track Underlay
or contact us for more details.

J & KHOBBIES, PO Box 28, Albury NSW 2640
Ph: (02) 6041 4098. Mob: 0438 414 098. Email: jkhobbie@dragnet.com.au

Home of the NSW 30T Class

Loco, Tenders and Most spare
Parts available see website for

more details
Email: wombatmodels@gmail.com
Website: wombatmodels.com.au

&T Mob: 0466940646

OF ALL KINDS
“The decal people”

We offer a

Custom Decal Service

FREE QUOTES

Printers & Designers of Quality Decals for all Scales & Models
Email: signsofl@bigpond.com Phone: (08)8280 9117
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SUBSCRIBE & SAVE

12 Months from $80.00

6 print issues per year delivered < Bi Monthly AMRM E-newsletter
to your door

 Discount on newstand price

e Subscribers-only rewards;

discountsiand prizes

COPY OF BYWAYS OF STEAM OR DIESEL SCENE
INCLUDED WITH NEW SUBSCRIPTION

*Limited stocks available,
Australian Subscribers only.

Call AMRM at (02) 9311’
Email amrmagzn@tpg-
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\_ Quality Scale Models™

VAK - VGK

4 CAR PACK HO scale 12mm & 16.5mm bogies

Available Now

Aurizon VAMQ Queensland Rail VAKMQ

The VAK class coal hoppers were introduced in 1979 to upgrade an aging
VO fleet & built in four batches. The last batch completed in 1981. All were
converted to the VAKM class in 1991 with the fitting of tiebars & some
converted in 2005 as the VAKMB class when fitted with straight airbrakes.
Quick drop doors were fitted in 2006 becoming the VAQK Class.

VGK & VAKG class grain hoppers were converted from VAK coal hoppers
in 2001. They were designed to replace WHE open wagons in 2001 and
are fitted with ecofab fibreglass lids. Most were modified in 2011 as the
VGKM class.

Queensland Rail VGK

Features
* Ready to run
* Highly detailed body and underframes
* Genuine Kadee 58 whisker couplers
* Injection moulded & metal etched
detail parts
* Factory painted & decorated
* Queensland Rail & Aurizon liveries
* Multiple wagon types

48' Domestic Containers

 ROYALWOLF |
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www.southernrailmodels.com.au



ADVERTISING INDEX

3D Cast 6  Eureka Models 17 Melbourne Model Train Show 16 Perth Model Railway Exhibition 14
Adelaide Model Railway Show 78  Eveleigh Press 8,74,78  Modelling Railways of SA 16 Powerline 10
Auscision 7,13 Goulburn Model Expo 16 Morley Controllers 10  Scale Model Co 8
Australian Model Craft Co 80  Great Train Show 16 North Shore Railway Modellers Exhibition 14 SDS Models 2,18,19
Berg’s Hobbies 6  Hills Model Railway Exhibition 14 On Track Models 15  Southern Rail 77
Brisbane Model Train Show 14 Hornby Railway Collectors Ass 6  Orient Express Wholesalers 11 Steam Era Models 6
Casula Hobbies 3 IDR Models 12 Ozrail Model Trains 9  Track Planning Services 6
Decoder Wiz 12 Ixion Model Railways 10  Platform Printing Australia 12 Train World 79
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Eveleigh Press Publications

If your local hobby shop does not stock Eveleigh Press books, then order direct from SCR Publications.

Unless specifically stated in the price, items posted incur a packaging and postage rate of $15 plus $1 for each additional item up to a maximum of $20.00 and
must be added to the order total.

2026 AMRM Calendar ($25.00 including postage)

38 — 2023 Reprint ($80.00 plus postage)

44 — The World Down Under ($65.00 plus postage)

A History of Clyde - Diesel Era ($95.00 plus postage)
A History of Clyde - Steam Era ($90.00 plus postage)
A History of Hudson Brothers ($75.00 plus postage)

A History of Tulloch ($85.00 plus postage)

Alco DL541: NSWR 45/SAR 600 ($30.00 plus postage) LOW STOC|
AMRM on DVD, Volume 1 ($25.00 including postage)
AMRM on DVD, Volume 2 ($25.00 including postage)
AMRM on DVD, Volume 3 ($25.00 including postage)
AMRM on DVD, Volume 4 ($25.00 including postage)
AMRM on DVD, Volume 5 ($25.00 including postage)
AMRM on DVD, Volume 6 ($25.00 including postage)
AMRM on DVD, Volume 7 ($25.00 including postage)
AMRM on DVD, Volume 8 ($25.00 including postage)
AMRM on DVD, Volume 9 (825.00 including postage)
AMRM on DVD, Volume 10 ($25.00 including postage)
AMRM on DVD, Volume 11 ($25.00 including postage)
AMRM on DVD, Volume 12 ($25.00 including postage)
AMRM on DVD, Volume 13 ($25.00 including postage)
AMRM on DVD, Volume 14 ($25.00 including postage)
AMRM on DVD, Volume 15 ($25.00 including postage)
AMRM on DVD, Volume 16 ($25.00 including postage)
AMRM on DVD, Volume 17 ($25.00 including postage)
AMRM on DVD, Volume 18 ($25.00 including postage)

Byways of Steam: 19 ($38.00 plus postage)
Byways of Steam: 20, 21 & 22 ($40.00 each plus postage)
Byways of Steam: 23 ($38.00 plus postage)
Byways of Steam: 24, 25 & 26 ($40.00 each plus postage)
Byways of Steam: 27 ($45.00 plus postage)
Byways of Steam: 28 ($45.00 plus postage)
Byways of Steam: 29 ($45.00 plus postage)
Byways of Steam: 30 ($45.00 plus postage)
Byways of Steam: 31 ($50.00 plus postage)
Byways of Steam: 32 ($50.00 plus postage)
Byways of Steam: 33 ($50.00 plus postage)

The Fourth Byways Collection ($100.00 plus postage)

The Fifth Byways Collection ($100.00 plus postage)

The Sixth Byways Collection ($115.00 plus postage)

The Seventh Byways Collection ($115.00 plus postage)

The Eighth Byways Collection ($115.00 plus postage)

The Ninth Byways Collection ($115.00 plus postage)

The Eleventh Byways Collection ($130.00 plus postage)

Clydes Among the Cane: Fiji’s Sugar R’way ($20.00 plus postage)
Coaching Stock of the NSW Railways 1 ($100.00 plus postage)
Coaching Stock of the NSW Railways 2 ($120.00 plus postage)
Coaching Stock of the NSW Railways 3 ($110.00 plus postage)
Coaching Stock of the NSW Railways 1-3 ($300.00 plus postage)
Day of the Goods Train ($60.00 plus postage)

AMRM on DVD, Volume 19 ($25.00 including postage)
AMRM on DVD, Volume 20 ($25.00 including postage)
AMRM on DVD, Volume 21 ($25.00 including postage)
AMRM on DVD, Volume 22 ($25.00 including postage)
AMRM on DVD, Volume 23 ($25.00 including postage)

@O PPy BB BB

Essays in Steam ($15.00 plus postage)
Gerald Dee ($60.00 plus postage)

R R A e I I Al R I R R o el

Goods Wagons of the NSW Railways 1855-1905

($110.00 plus postage)

Byways of Steam: 34 ($50.00 plus postage)
Byways of Steam: Encore ($35.00 plus postage)

@

Goods Wagons on the NSW Railways 1905-1960

AMRM on DVD, Volume 24 ($25.00 including postage) ($110.00 plus postage) $
AMRM on DVD, Volume 25 ($25.00 including postage) Green Diesels — 40 and 41 Classes ($30.00 plus postage) $
AMRM on DVD, Volume 26 ($25.00 including postage) History of the SAR, Volume 5 ($70.00 plus postage) N
AMRM on DVD, Volume 27 ($25.00 including postage) History of the SAR, Volume 6 ($70.00 plus postage) $
Australian Trains: Iron Work Horses ($54.00 plus postage) $
Central West Express ($22.00 including postage) B N Kicked Out Like A Dog —
Southern Highlands Express ($22.00 including postage) $ The Turbulent Career of Thomas Midelton ($40.00 plus postage) $
Diesel Spectrum: NSW Railways in Colour ($145.00 plus postage) LOW STOCK $
NSW — Reverse Livery ($12.00 including postage) $ O.B. Bolton's Engine Portraits ($45.00 plus postage) N
QId — The Blue and White Era ($12.00 including postage) $ Ray Love’s Days of Steam ($50.00 plus postage) $
NSW — Candy Livery ($12.00 including postage) $ Shale & Shays ($78.00 plus postage) $
Private Operators — Part 1 ($12.00 including postage) $ South Australian Steam Memories ($65.00 plus postage) N
Australian Diesel Scene: 3 ($25.00 plus postage) $ South Maitland Railways ($30.00 plus postage) $
Australian Diesel Scene: 4 ($25.00 plus postage) $ Spring, Spark & Steam ($60.00 plus postage) $
Australian Diesel Scene: 5 ($25.00 plus postage) $ Standards in Steam: 53/55 Soft cover ($50.00 plus post) LOW STOCK \=ad $
Australian Diesel Scene: 3, 4 and 5 ($75.00 including postage) $ Steam Across the Border ($28.00 plus postage) j $
Byways of Steam: 9 ($27.00 plus postage) LOW STOCK $ Sydney Suburban Steam ($30.00 plus $7.20 postage) N
Byways of Steam: 10 ($30.00 plus postage) LOW STOCK $ The Steam Tram in Australia & New Zealand ($70.00 plus postage) $
Byways of Steam: 11 & 12 ($33.00 each plus postage) $ Time of the Passenger Train — 1st Division ($60.00 plus postage) $
Byways of Steam: 13 ($38.00 plus postage) LOW STOCK $ Time of the Passenger Train — 3rd Division ($60.00 plus postage) N
Byways of Steam: 14 ($34.00 plus postage) $ AMRM Binders ($20.00 plus postage) $
Byways of Steam: 15 (835.00 plus postage) $ Plus Postage $
Byways of Steam: 16, 17 & 18 ($38.00 each plus postage) $ Total $
Byways of Steam: 18 ($40.00 plus postage) $

Cheque or Card Payment only. Cheques payable to SCR Publications. Allow at least ten working days for return of order.

SCR PUBLICATIONS
PO Box 345, MATRAVILLE 2036 * Phone (02) 9311 2036

NAME ..o Card Number OMastercard Visa
(T O OPSR [ | I l | | | | I I | ] | | l ] I
SUbUM .o Postcode.........cccce..e

PRONE.... .. Expiry date.......... Y SIgNAtUre......cvevvierieerece e

BOOKS CAN ALSO BE ORDERED ON LINE AT www.australianmodelrailways.com

Page 78. June 2026



RAIN W ORI
Country Lines

Victorian Railways Guards Vans in HO Scale
- v $230

2-pack
Pre-order price
$250 after delivery

lzl / IZBI / IZDI / IZI.I / Izpl
4 and 6 wheel guards vans

» Timber and Steel-sheeted bodies across multiple eras, with prototype-specific detailing
» User-fitted folded or open taildiscs for a prototypical train ending

Coming
Late 2026
Tooling
Underway!

Bogie Vans VeUN
Pl p
$250 2-pack C' bogie guards vans
Pre-order price » Autocoupler-fitted era, with prototype-specific detailing
2270 ek deliveny » Open and folded taildiscs at opposite ends

'ZLP' / 'VVBP' bogie guards vans

¢ As-built 2-window or later 1-window side door variants ¢ Open and folded taildiscs at opposite ends

(=] =] Available exclusively from Train World (in-store and online)
2 Follow Train World on Instagram and Facebook for project updates!
(=] 290 Bay St, Brighton VIC 3186 e +61 3 9596 6342 e trainworld.net.au




U STREAMLINE HO GAUGE

PECO Streamline Code 75 track meets the demands of enthusiasts coae 75

who prefer to run trains on scale height rail. Code 75 rail allows flange
depths up to 1.143mm. Let’s take a closer look at the features that FOR QUAI-ITY!

make our turnouts and track so popular around the World. ACCURAGCY AND
Spring-loaded Realisti . REI—IAB“—ITY
ealistic wood grain

———— L switoh biates on the timbers

Electrofrog crossing Code 75 nickel
for smooth running silver rail

/

PECO point motors can be easily
attached under the board

T T

SL104F Steel Sleeper Track
SL106F Concrete Bi-bloc type
Length: 914mm

SL100F Wooden Sleeper Track
SL102F Concrete Sleeper Track \

track on B'M'eld mrHe
. o'ﬂ'ell'ed‘by Do

Distributing PECO since 1947:

AUSTRAL'AN MODEL CRAFT CO If you cannot obtain any PECO product,

contact us on 07 5528 9529 for a list
P.O. Box 245 Arundel, QLD 4214 (Trade enquiries only) of AMC PECO hobby shops.




