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This publication accepts no responsibility for the 
accuracy or reliability of articles or advertising con-
tained herein, statements made or opinions 
expressed in papers or discussions, nor do we nec-
essarily subscribe to the views expressed or implied 
by contributors. Neither is any guarantee implied or 
expressed as to the good conduct or practice of 
advertisers herein. This publication reserves at all 
times the right to refuse acceptance of any matter 
considered unsatisfactory for publication.
The Australian MODEL RAILWAY Magazine is pub-
lished by SCR Publications, PO Box 345, Matra-
ville, NSW 2036. Please address all correspond-
ence to the Editor.

Manager Scott Fitzgerald
Editor Pete Grant
Editorial Assistants Alan McKenna, Phil Knife
Consultants Chris Jones
Office Manager Melissa Cullen
Subscription and Sales Coordinator Karen Baldini
Illustrators Ian Thorpe, Pete Grant
Design  John Casey
Computer Programmer Grahame Davis
Draughtsman Roger Johnson, Mitch Campton
 

SCR Publications – General Manager
Robert (Bob) Gallagher OAM

SCMRA PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE
John Bevan, Fred Gooch, Ian Dunn,

Trevor Moore, Bob Gallagher, John Parker

AT ISSN 0045-009X
The official Journal of the Southern Cross Model 
Railway Association (SCMRA) in Australia.

Published bi-monthly by SCR Publications of PO 
Box 345, Matraville 2036 for the Southern Cross 
Model Railway Association. (ABN 70 000 558 574) 
All rights reserved and all editorial matter copyright.

Print Post Approved. Imaging by Imagination 
Graphics Pty Ltd. Printed by John Fisher Pty Ltd, 
Marrickville NSW. Most editorial and distribution 
tasks are carried out by voluntary labour on a non-
profit basis.

EMAIL: amrmagzn@tpg.com.au

WEBSITE: www.australianmodelrailways.com

FACEBOOK: https://tinyurl.com/y8oykqxk

DISTRIBUTION: Subscriptions, SCMRA 
members, hobby shops and Associations by SCR 
Publications; newsagencies and bookstalls by 
Ovato.

CONTRIBUTIONS in the form of articles, 
photographs, hints, Letters to the Editor, drawings 
or trade press releases are welcome for publication 
in this magazine. All items received will be 
acknowledged upon receipt. Contributions can be 
made as 'hard copy' and/or electronically. Contact  
amrmagzn@tpg.com.au before submitting 
electronically. Please pack photographs and 
diagrams between stout cardboard before posting. 
Indicate whether photographs/slides are to be 
returned.

pRINT & DIgITAL SUBSCRIpTIONS: Details on 
page 65.

ADVERTISINg: Details available from SCR 
Publications, PO Box 345, MATRAVILLE, NSW 
2036. Phone (02) 9311 2036 (9.30am-2.30pm, 
Mon-Fri).

ADVERTISINg DEADLINE for all copy and 
RELEASE DATES are:

Advertising 
Deadline

On Sale 
Dates

June 2021 1.4.21 20.5.21
August 2021 10.6.21 22.7.21
October 2021 5.8.21 16.9.21
December 2021 30.9.21 18.11.21
February 2022 26.11.21 15.1.22
April 2022 30.1.22 19.3.22SOUTHERN CROSS MODEL RAILWAY ASSOCIATION

The Annual Membership Fee for SCMRA is $66.00 from 
March to February and the Joining Fee is $20.00, which 
includes the membership data pack. Applications must be 
received by the first of the odd month to meet our mailing 
list deadlines. For applications received between the 2nd 
September and the 2nd January the Half Annual Fee is 
$33.00 plus the ($20.00) Joining Fee (does not include 
October issue of AMRM). All fees are GST Inclusive.
Membership entitles you to participate in the activities of 
the Association, to receive AMRM and our regular news-
sheet Booster. Standards, Recommended Practices and 
Information Sheets covering model railway practice are 
included in the joining kit together with a vinyl ring binder and 
are also issued at regular intervals.
For further details write to the Secretary or contact the 
divisional representative.
Meetings are usually organised on the second Saturday of 

each month in New South Wales. For further details and 
location please contact the divisional representative.
Membership services include magazine binders and 
photocopies of articles from out of print issues of AMRM at 
discount prices.

Secretary: Bob Gallagher

Membership Enquiries:
PO Box 345, MATRAVILLE, 2036

Phone (02) 9311 2036

DIVISIONAL REPRESENTATIVES
New South Wales:
 Graham Windmill, Ph. (02) 9626 0351

Victoria:
 David Brown, Ph. (03) 5986 2363

 email: cigam41@gmail.com

AMRM Crew

The Operational Dimension
Operational sessions can add a new dimension to your layout. Your modelling era 
comes to life as your mates ‘work’ the layout.
A Town Like Alice was my first dedicated ‘operational’ layout, based on Alice Springs 
in the Northern Territory during the Australian National era. Alice Springs is 
operationally like a UK terminal branch line station, but with an Australian modern 
twist. Alice Springs has traditional facilities such as a goods shed, passenger station, 
locomotive depot and industrial sidings.
It also has intermodal sidings and a stock race at Roe Creek.
In this era, the Alice Springs express goods trains No. 347 down and No. 166 up, had 
a great cross-section of rolling stock. This included stock vans, louvred vans, fuel 
tankers, trailer-on-flat car (TOFC) double stacks, and roadrailers!
There are a number of operator ‘comfort’ considerations when contemplating 
initiating operational sessions:

 z People access. Think about reachability, high operator traffic locations, making 
aisles wide enough.

 z Simple, easy-to-read control panels and instructions, uncoupling picks etc.
 z Install comfortable flooring; your operators are going to be on their feet for a 

while.
 z Good, even lighting will make shunting operations easier.
 z Try to finish scenery to a point where industries and buildings are not just 

makeshift signs (it will make the layout more pleasing to operate).
 z Avoid duck-unders.

I made some mistakes with my first ‘operational’ layout:
 z putting too much rolling stock on the layout; about 1/3 of the rolling stock needed 

to be removed for realistic operations.
 z not replicating the prototype track plan as closely as I should have; this made the 

operation of the model version unrealistic.
 z having a continuous run-through the yard for exhibitions. This compromised the 

operational part of the design and made it a duck-under layout. Had I thought it 
through a bit more, the continuous section could have been separated from the 
yard. This would have made it easy for access and make the layout more realistic.

Adding operating sessions to your layout requires a lot more pre-planning and 
thinking about the mechanics of how your 1:1 operators can work in your scaled 
down (N, HO, S or O scale) 
world. But it’s worth it! It’s 
also a great excuse to throw 
a barbecue!

DL39, CL2 and CL5 pass 
through Heavitree Gap with 
Train No. 347 heading for Alice 
Springs on ‘A Town Like Alice’. 
Photo Scott Fitzgerald

Comment By Scott Fitzgerald
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PHG Guards Van
Price $449

AVAILABLE

NOW
Dapol 

GWR Signal
7mm Scale 

Can be modified to a close to NSWGR home 
signal.  Fully operational, comes with servo 
motor and fitted LEDs. Ready to install with 

toggle switch.

Prices $98

NSWGR FS & BS CARRIAGE  KITS
7mm Scale 

- Laser cut acrylic chassis
- Etch Brass sides & detail components
- Single piece styrene roof
- 3D printed ends, bogies and detail components

Kits Include:

Price:  $425 each.
Available Now

NSWGR HG GUARDS VAN

NSWGR ICV Wagon
Price $210

NSWGR BD Wagon
Price $215

NSWGR RU Wagon
Price $165

NSWGR TRC Wagon
Price $275

Price $259
NSWGR BWF Wagon

Price $215

K Wagons   Price $95U Wagons   Price $130

KF Wagons  Price $125

ULTIMATE “S” WAGON KIT
Price $85 per kit

Price 10 Kit Pack: $800







ModelOkits are pleased to announce 
the production of the 

 NSWGR Z12 Class Locomotive

- RTR locomotives are fully built/
   running/tested, Includes 
   number plates  and standard 
   paint (black).

- Tender options: C Class 6 wheel 
   or Baldwin L Class Bogie Tender

- Detail includes: slow running , 
   real coal, detailed back head.  
   Specific paint requests will 
   incur additional charges. 

- Minimum radius: 6’ 

NSWGR Z13 Class  Tank 
Locomotive

In fine scale 7mm kits and Batch Build Ready-to-run by DJH.

NSWGR
E Flat Wagon

7mm Scale

- Etch Brass panels & detail components
- Laser cut acrylic chassis

- 3D printed bogies and detail 
components

Kits Include: E Flat Wagon With
Riveted Water Tank

7mm Scale

Visit our shop at Unit 4/61-71 Rookwood Rd Yagoona NSW 2199.   Shop Open Fridays from 10am - 2pm or by Appointment Monday to Thursday
Visit our new website & online store at   www.modelokits.com          Telephone: 0404 935 663            Email: sales@modelokits.com

Now incorporating the full range of Waratah MRC, O-Aust Kits & Model O Kits products

In fine scale 7mm kits and Batch Build Ready-to-run by DJH.

PAMAK HOBBIES
P 02 46842727 M 0408656446
www.pamakhobbies.com info@pamakhobbies.com

HORNBY R3588 LNER B17 CLASS 2864  
LIVERPOOL 4-6-0 $215.00

EVELEIGH PRESS
presents

THE DAVID JEHAN 
COLLECTION

TULLOCH

In this volume, David records the 
history of the engineering firm of 
Tulloch from its formation in 
Pyrmont in 1883 until 1974.
This highly acclaimed book won the 
Colin Crisp Award for Engineering 
Heritage from Engineers Australia.
The author traces Robert Tulloch’s 
arrival in Australia from Scotland, 
his first job at the Atlas Foundry 
until he formed his owned company 
in 1883.

Tulloch is 296 pages with colour 
and black and white photographs 

throughout.
$85.00 plus postage

HUDSON BROTHERS

William Henry Hudson arrived in 
Sydney in 1846 and started a 
family joinery business in Redfern 
which grew into one of the largest 
suppliers of rolling stock to the 
NSW Railways.
The company also supplied 
agricultural equipment to farmers 
across Australia.
Hudson Brothers is 256 pages with 

colour and black and white 
photographs throughout 

$75.00 plus postage

SCR PUBLICATIONS
PO Box 345 MATRAVILLE 2036

Telephone: (02) 9311 2036
www.australianmodelrailways.com
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Z19 CLASS 0-6-0 LOCOMOTIVE
Description and Numbers available 

(Please tick the appropriate number)
19-001 Porthole cab, markes lights only, BP tender with coal rails, no cowcatcher   1938  1948 Non-sound

$750.00

Sound &  
Stay Alive
$795.00

Prices will rise to $850.00 for 
non-sound and $895.00 for 

sound after delivery.

19-002 Porthole cab, marker lights and headlight, BP tender with coal rails, no cowcatcher  1901  1919
19-005 Porthole cab, marker lights and headlight, Balwin bogie tender, no cowcatcher  1901  1919 
19-006 Cutaway cab, marker lights only, BP tender with coal rails, no cowcatcher   1923  1952  1959
19-007 Cutaway cab, marker lights and headlight, BP tender with coal rails, no cowcatcher  1913
19-010 Cutaway cab, marker lights and headlight, Baldwin bogie tender, cowcatcher  1954  1957
19-011 Thow cab, no lighting, BP tender with coal rails, no cowcatcher,  
1955 Railways Centenary colour scheme  1948

Un-numbered in all versions available to order

62 Moore Street, LIVERPOOL
PO BOX 3206, LIVERPOOL, NSW 2170

PHONE (02) 9602 8640
FAX (02) 9602 8874

Mail orders:
www.casulahobbies.com.au

Email: 
sales@casulahobbies.com.au

Still the place for models of Australian Railways
TRADING HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY: 9.30am-5.00pm. SATURDAY: 9.30am-2.00pm. CLOSED SUNDAYS

LAY-BYS WELCOMED AND LONGER PERIOD AVAILABLE FOR MODELS IN PRODUCTION NOT HERE YET

Z19 Class 0-6-0 Steam Locomotive
Non-sound $750.00 each – Sound $795.00

Subject to Exchange Rate

Features:
DCC-ready – 21 pin plug on circuit board
Sound ready – speaker in tender
Installed sound is ESU v5 Next-18 pin including 
Stay Alive with on/off switch
Heavy die-cast metal chassis, boiler and footplate.
ABS and metal, separately applied details
Stainless steel tyres on all wheels
All wheel pick-up – engine and tender
All wheel drive on engine
Metal handrails
Kadee couplings fore and aft
Factory painted and decorated
18" minimum recommended radius
RP25/88 flanges – will operate on code 70, 83 
and 100 track
Operating LED lights, front and rear (specific 
locos only)
Selection of numbers and tender types

EXPECTED DELIVERY MID-2021 – SAMPLES & RUNNING MODELS ON DISPLAY IN SHOP NOW!

Next in our series of NSWGR goods wagons is the 

ABV Arnott’s Biscuit Van with Masonite Siding
Converted from CV vans between 1963 and 1966, the 53 ABV vans were dedicated to the biscuit traffic 
between Arnott’s North Strathfield factory and its distribution centres in regional NSW. The inside of the 
CV van was lined with smooth sheet and in many cases the lining boards were replaced entirely with 
plywood, as occurred on the doors of all vehicles. The Distinctive feature was a pair of external diagonal 
steel braces on each side of the body, making the vans instantly recognisable. All were issued to traffic 
in the standard NSWGR dark grey, but after the formation of the PTC in 1972 many received Teal blue 
paint, some all over and some with white roofs. A late survivor, ABV 10085, was again repainted by the 
new SRA administration in its dark red freight stock livery.
The last five vans of this type were condemned in December 1983.
Casula Hobbies’ HO model of the ABV features correct post-war standard steel underframe, smooth 
panelling, separate etched braces, disc wheels, Kadee 158 “Whisker” couplers and full Westinghouse 
brake gear.
It is produced in NSWGR dark grey with Imperial markings, PTC blue with metric markings and 10085 in 
SRA red with metric markings.

The following packs will be available:

Pack 1: ABV 3856, ABV 3893, ABV 13902
All Dark Grey with Imperial 

measurements on markings
All  

$198.00  
per pack

Available mid-2021

Pack 2: ABV 17648, ABV 20877, ABV 7786

Pack 3: ABV 9446, ABV 4433, ABV 8797

Pack 4: ABV 13941, ABV 13856, ABV 20310 All PTC blue with metric 
measurements on markings

Pack 5: ABV 7591, ABV 14699, ABV 5466

Pack 6: ABV 10085 (Red), ABV 3922 (Blue), ABV 4501 (Blue) All with metric measurements on 
markings
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181 Church Street Parramatta. NSW 2150      Phone : +61 2 9635 8618      Fax: +61 02 9689 1840      mail@bergshobbies.com.au      www.bergshobbies.com.au

Sputnik with Single Deck Trailers (4-car sets)  
  572 – 4-car Set in Tuscan Red

Sputnik Power Car with Tulloch Double Deck Trailer Car  
(4-car sets) 

  573 – 4-car S-Set in Tuscan Red
  574 – 4-car W-Set in Blue & White
  575 – 4-car W-Set in Indian Red
  576 – 4 -car W-Set in Indian Red/ Beclawat windows
  585 – 4-car W3 set HET - Heritage Set

Single Deck Trailers (2-car sets)
  577 – 2-car set in Tuscan Red
  578 – 2-car set in Blue & White
  579 – 2 car set in Indian Red

Tulloch Double Deck Trailer (2-car set)
  580 – 2-car set in Tuscan Red

Sputnik Power Cars (2-car; 1 x Motorised & 1 x  
Non-Motorised set)

  581 – 2-car set in Tuscan Red
  582 – 2-car set in Blue & White
  583 – 2-car set in Indian Red
  584 – 2-car set in Indian Red/ Beclawat windows

Sputnik Power Cars with Tulloch Double Deck Trailer Car – Zoo 
Train (4 – car set) 

  586 – 4 car W-Set Orangutan theme
  587 -  4 car W Set Floral theme

Minimodels - Sydney Suburban Electric Car series 

1955 Commonwealth Engineering  - “SPUTNIK” sets 

The Zoo Train - Wildly Different

ABN: 64 123 138 661

PO BOX 39, Galston, NSW, 2159
idrmodels@gmail.com

Available direct from IDR Models

VISIT: www.idrmodels.com.au
for more information and pricing

W Class Available with:

- DCC Sound

- DCC Non Sound

- Standard DC 
All W Class include built in Stay Alive’s & are

DCC Sound Ready

(An Australian scale model first) 

Currently in development Riveted BBW Ballast Wagon

Due for release mid 2021 RTR with 3 different bogie types

IDR Models is proud to announce our next major project

VR DERM & MT Trailer in RTR. Being produced with 4

Different body and bogie types. More details coming soon
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O  E  R

O  E  R
2 King William Rd, Unley SA, 5061, (08) 8271 7861

sales@orientexpressmodels.com.au www.orientexpressmodels.com.au/OER

Delivering for enthusiasts of South Australian Railways!

South Australian
OBF Open Wagon

Rerun with new wagon numbers
AVAILABLE NOW!

All bogies have full brake detail and embossed lettering
OR1002 SAR Arch Bar Bogies with spoke wheels $13.50 pair 
OR1010 Bettendorf Bogies with disc wheels $13.50 pair
OR1020 Roller Bearing Bogies with disc wheels $13.50 pair
OR1032 SAR Passenger Bogies with spoke wheels $14.90 pair
OR1090 Disc Wheel Set  10.5 x 25mm (4) $  9.90
OR1094 Disc Wheel Set  9.6 x 25mm (4) $  9.90
OR1095 Disc Wheel Set  9.6 x 26mm (4) $  9.90
OR1092 Spoke Wheel Set  10.5 x 25mm (4) $  9.50
OR1100 SAR Decals logos, numbers and lettering $  7.50
OR150 OB Tarp undecorated $10.00
OR154 OB Tarp with SAR logo & number $14.50
OR160 OBf Tarp undecorated $  9.00
OR161 OBf Tarp with SAR logo & number $12.50

Arch Bar Roller BearingBettendorf
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Pre-Paid Advanced Order Powerline Direct Price including Postage in Australia
Standard DC (DCC & Sound Ready) $300.00. DCC & Sound Equipped $400.00

PR481-2-08 48 Class Mk1 SRA Candy 4808 Std DC $300.00ea (Incl Aust Post)
PR481-2-11 48 Class Mk1 SRA Candy 4811 Std DC $300.00ea (Incl Aust Post)
PR481-2-27 48 Class Mk1 SRA Candy 4827 Std DC $300.00ea (Incl Aust Post)
PR481-2-41 48 Class Mk1 SRA Candy 4841 Std DC $300.00ea (Incl Aust Post)

PR481A-2-08 48 Class Mk1 SRA Candy 4808 DCC & SND $400.00ea (Incl Aust Post)
PR481A-2-11 48 Class Mk1 SRA Candy 4811 DCC & SND $400.00ea (Incl Aust Post)
PR481A-2-27 48 Class Mk1 SRA Candy 4827 DCC & SND $400.00ea (Incl Aust Post)
PR481A-2-41 48 Class Mk1 SRA Candy 4841 DCC & SND $400.00ea (Incl Aust Post)

Powerline Retailers
also taking orders

Email for an
order form

NULLARBOR PLAIN
WESTERN END OF TREELESS PLAIN

MADE IN THE UK

Get the same great service with our new agent:

Gwydir Valley Models
www.gwydirvalleymodels.com 
PO Box 740, Glen Innes NSW 2370, 
Australia. Tel: 02 6732 5711

MORLEY
CONTROLLERS
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The VR J Class: Production is underway - delivery in Q1 2021! 

Also still available: The NSWGR 32 Class: 
see our website for available versions.

HO Scale: Mark 2 pilot model shown - coal burner tender. 
Wheels and motion will be blackened on production locos.

HO Scale 1:87
- Two tender versions: coal and oil burner. 
- 10 numbers, plus unnumbered versions.
- Cast metal boiler & chassis.
- 40:1 gearing, genuine Kadee couplers.
- Pickup from all drivers and tender wheels.
- Scale metal coupling rods.
- Designed for 24”/600mm radius curves.
- DCC and sound ready, with 21-pin socket.

PRODUCTION RUN DETAILS: 1500 models

600 x coal burning tender (one loco in preserved); 
700 x oil burners (2 prototype locos preserved);
200 Un-numbered (100 of each tender type) - 
these may come with a sheet of number decals.
LOCO NUMBER LIST:
- Coal, footplate edge black: J506, J507, J519.   
- Coal, footplate edge red: J500, J515, J525
- Oil, footplate edge black: J535, J554, J556.
- Oil, footplate edge red: J541, J544, J549.

Ixion is not taking preorders for this model.
We will only take your money when we can immediately exchange it 
for a loco. Available from our website shop, our stand at exhibitions, 
and from good model shops while stocks last.

$595.00 Check our Facebook
page for photos and 

regular updates!

Model Railways

Ixion Model Railways Australia Pty Ltd  
Email: info@ixionmodels.com www.facebook.com/ixionmodels

FINESCALE MODEL LOCOMOTIVES, 
MADE BY MODELLERS FOR MODELLERS.

www.ixionmodels.com

Technical information - 0433 646 393; Sales information (evenings only) 0412 574 151Ixion

Track Planning Services

Plans for the finest layouts

Prototype and Freelance Layout Design
Plans and Lists of Materials for all Gauges

www.trackplanningservices.com.au

0427 400 755
info@trackplanningservices.com.au
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PO Box 407 SANS SOUCI NSW 2219
• Phone: (02) 9529 2235

• Email: eureka.m@bigpond.net.au
• Website: www.eurekamodels.com.au

Eureka Models Pty. Ltd. ABN 50 828 362 868

IN STOCK NOW!

THE NSWGR bCW bOGIE CaTTlE WaGON
1974 version
Packs of 3 $165.00
Factory weathering 
per pack, add $25.00

THE VR bOGIE OIl TaNK WaGON
Pack of 3 (2 Golden Fleece & 1 Fuel Oil) $180.00

Postage: add 
$15.00 per delivery

THE NSWGR lCH & CCH  
4 WHEEl COal HOPPERS

Pack of 10 LCH
Pack of 10 CCH
Pack of 5 LCH & 5 CCH
Price  $440.00

Standard version 
 pack of 4 $165.00
3 standard version + 1 fertiliser
 $165.00
Weathering add $35.00

THE NSWGR RSH 4 
WHEEl HOPPER

NSWGR CPH/CTH RaIl MOTOR SET
Basic unit $440.00
Weathering add $25.00
Sound add $99.00

THE NSWGR CG ORE WaGONS
CG in Grey  3-pack $195.00
NOEF in Blue or Red,   3-pack    $195.00
Weathering  add $35 per pack

THE NSWGR NCR SET
Four car set $550.00
Factory Weathering (light dusting)
  per set add $35.00

NSWGR 40 ClaSS DIESEl 
ElECTRIC
In Green, Royal Blue and Indian Red
Price $330.00
Factory Weathering add $25.00
Sound add $110.00

THE PRIVaTE OWNER 
4 WHEEl COal HOPPER
with timber underframe and  
size l hopper
Available in packs of 10
Pack of 10 hoppers $440.00

THE CHG 4-WHEEl 
bRaKE VaN
BACK IN STOCK
Price $80.00
Postage add $15.00

THE RH FOUR WHEEl 
CEMENT HOPPER  

IN TWO VaRIaTIONS
Southern Portland Cement

NSWGR

“The Leaders in Sound”

NSWGR 12 WHEElERS
MAL Sleeper, ACS Composite, AB Diner

in Indian Red livery
TAM Sleeper and MCS Sitting Car

in Indian Red and Candy livery
$150.00 per car

Weathering add $25.00 per car

THE NSWGR 50 ClaSS
Price $680.00
Factory Weathering add $25.00
Sound add $99.00
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©2018 Kadee® Quality Products Co.  •  673 Avenue C  •  White City, OR 97503-1078 U.S.A.
Tel: (541) 826-3883  •  Fax: (541) 826-4013  •  www.kadee.com

Made in the U.S.A.

See Your Local Dealer 
or Visit www.kadee.com

All Metal
Whisker® Couplers

Patent number  5,662,229

SCMRA 
SEMINAR

“Rail Operations in Transition 
– 1940s to 2000”

Covering the following topics 
•  Changes in trains, locomotives, 

train operators and rail 
operations 

•  Changes in rail infrastructure, 
buildings, facilities, depots 

•  Modelling the legacy 
equipment 

Saturday, 10 April 2021 – 
from 9.00 am to 5.00 pm

Registration essential by 5 April. 
Cost $45.00.

Send cheque and details to 
SCMRA

PO Box 345, Matraville 2036

When you 
attend,  

tell them 
you  

saw it in 
AMRM!
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TRADING HOURS:  WEEKDAYS 9AM TO 5PM, THURSDAYS 9AM TO 6.30PM  
SATURDAY 9AM TO 4PM & SUNDAY 11AM TO 4PM  PUBLIC HOLIDAYS CLOSED

PH: 08 8258 7665 / 0408 084 259    

Website: www.ozrailmodeltrains.com.au / Email: info@ozrailmodeltrains.com.au

Scratch Building Supplies  Scenery  Controllers  Loco’s & 
Rolling Stock  Points & Accessories  Buildings & Building Kits 
 Books  Slot Cars  Monthly Workshops  Decoder & 

Repair Service  Layout Advice  Hire Shop  Slot Car Racing
** WHOLESALE ENQUIRIES WELCOME **

  WE BUY MODEL TRAIN COLLECTIONS 
  Ask for a no obligation free quote. 

Large collections are our specialty. Will travel interstate.

Unit 2, Bldg 4, Lot 1A
LAWRENCE HARGRAVE WAY, PARAFIELD SA

            (Behind P.A.L.S and the Salvos Store)

MANUFACTURER  RETAILER  
WHOLESALER

Completed and arriving after Chinese New Year is Over
SAR, AN, ANR BOGIE SHEEP VAN S, SBS, ASAY, ASAA
Will be very similar in construction to our Victorian Sheep Wagons. 

Brass shunter steps, Kadee 
compatible couplers, arch bar & high 
speed bogies, timber roof, SAR light 

grey, ANR red, AN green & gold.  
Expected early 2021. 2000 only to be 

produced.  Prototype pictured.

$180 for Pack of 2. 

  
WHOLESALE!

 OZRAIL NOW DISTRIBUTES
REDUTEX

Arriving now! A large range of 3D Textured sheets hugely 
popular for scratch building in model railways and 

dioramas of all scales. Perfect for dolls houses also.

LARGE SELECTION OF NEW AND USED PRODUCTS 
Auscision, LGB, Bachmann, Proto 2000, Model Power, Flyslot, Marklin, Liliput, Evergreen, Woodland Scenics, Micro Trains, 

Walthers, Scalextric, Hornby, Ozrail, All Scale Scenics and many more…

HUGE RANGE OF SUPPLIERS!
If we don't have what you want, in stock, just ask and we can order it in for you.

Lay By Welcome  10 Week Term. 

ALL SCALE SCENICS
All Scale Scenics is a division of Ozrail Model Trains. 

We manufacture an extensive range of scenery
products, handmade in Vietnam. 
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 Alco 858 is shunting the goods shed at Kanunda.

 Locomotive 842 shunts the up Myrtle Springs goods at Wooldowie

 Locomotive 846 arrives at Wooldowie with the Emu Flat passenger while 842 continues to shunt the up Myrtle Springs goods that is on its way 
to Kanunda.
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The Kanunda and  
Emu Flat Railway

Ken House describes his early 1980s South Australian inspired layout.

Although I had no experience in 
operating sessions when I started 
planning the Kanunda and Emu 

Flat Railway (K&EFR), I wanted a layout 
that would be capable of hosting proto-
typical operating sessions for at least four 
people. The layout would need to be able 
to be operated point-to-point, but I also 
wanted to have a continuous run for test-
ing locos and for visitors to be able to see 
a running layout.

The K&EFR is a fictional piece of main 
line somewhere in South Australia set in 
the early 1980s. Being a freelanced layout 
I did not want to get too involved in hav-
ing everything perfectly prototypical. I 
wanted a layout that would have the 
flavour of country South Australia in the 
early 1980s.

Modelling the early 1980s allows for a 
great variety of colourful locomotives and 
rolling stock because Australian National 
was introducing its green and yellow 
livery while there was still a lot of the old 
South Australian Railways colour around. 
V/Line trains were running through into 
South Australia. V/Line was also in transi-
tion from the blue and yellow Vic Rail to 
the then new V/Line orange and grey liv-

ery. I also made the decision to have no 
four-wheeled wagons on the K&EFR. My 
cut-off time for the K&EFR would be 
early 1985 when Australian National 
introduced two-man crews and ceased all 
LCL traffic.

The K&EFR resides in one side of our 
double garage. As you enter the garage 
from the personal access door, the first 
thing you see when the car is not in the 
garage is the double-ended staging yard 
of the layout that is in the shape of a ‘fold-
ed’ dog bone. The right end of the staging 
yard is called Cooper, and represents 
Adelaide and environs while the left end, 
called Foster, represents the south-east of 
South Australia and the Victorian border.

Route Description
Let’s follow a train as it passes over the 

mainline on the Kanunda and Emu Flat 
Railway.

When a train departs from Cooper it is 
considered a down train and passes 
through the 250 mm high backdrop and 
heads upgrade to Kanunda, the main sta-
tion on the layout. Kanunda has a five-
track yard where branchline trains to 
Maranalgo and Myrtle Springs are made 

up. There are a number of industries at 
Kanunda including a motive power 
depot, wagon repair track, flour mill, cold 
store, grain silos, cattle pens, goods shed, 
container crane and fuel-oil dealer. 
Departing Kanunda, trains go downgrade 
and cross the truss bridge over Bindieye 
Creek and a level crossing before going 
through High Mountain tunnel. When 
the train exits the tunnel, it arrives at 
Sandiman Switch, where the branch line 
to Maranalgo diverges off to the right. 
Maranalgo is a small terminus that has 
grain silos, a firewood dealer, goods shed 
and cattle pens. The main line continues 
to the town of Wooldowie, a typical small 
SA station with just three tracks: the main 
line, a passing siding and a goods loop. 
The goods loop has a goods shed, grain 
silos and cattle pens. There is a spur off to 
a fruit packing shed as well. Upon leaving 
Wooldowie, trains once again cross 
Bindieye creek on a girder bridge. After 
going through a long cutting the little 
station of Jimba Jimba Junction is reached. 
The branch line to Myrtle Springs goes off 
to the left passing through the backdrop 
to a single staging track that represents 
Myrtle Springs. It is only a short distance 
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1

MYRTLE SPRINGS

COOPER

EMU FLAT

JIMBA JIMBA JUNCTION

KANUNDA

STAGING

2 3
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6

1112

6

5

4

23
13

14

LEGEND:
1 branch line 6 stock yards 11 cold store
2 goods shed 7 stone crusher / loader 12 flour mill
3 crane 8 backdrop 13 container crane
4 station 9 firewood loading 14 fuel terminal
5 silos 10 fruit packing shed 15 loco shed

© Pete Grant 2021

At a Glance
Name: The Kanunda and Emu Flat Railway
Scale: HO
Period: early 1980s
Layout type: walk-in folded dogbone.
Layout size: 7.6 m x 2.7 m
Rail height above floor: 1290–1350 mm
Base-boards: modular with L-girders

Track: Peco code 100
Control: Lenz DCC
Buildings and structures: scratch-built and kit-bashed
Locomotives: RTR Austrains, Auscision, Lima, Powerline and Trainorama
Rolling stock: BGB kits, Steam Era Models kits, Strath Hobbies and RTR 
from Lima, Powerline, Life-Like and Trainorama
Builder: Ken House

About the Owner
Ken is a retired ice manufacturer. He is married to Margaret, 

with two grown children and three grandsons. Ken’s other 
interests include travel and reading. Ken did not start out as a 
youngster with a train set; he took up building and flying con-
trol line model aircraft at the age of fifteen and continued until 
the age of forty, winning several state and national titles for FAI 
team racing. By the time he reached 40, he found it was becom-
ing increasingly difficult to find weekend and holiday time to 
attend model aircraft competitions due to work and family 
commitments, so he decided to take up the more relaxing 
hobby of model trains, a hobby that he could engage in fully 
during spare time in the evenings. Ken joined the Adelaide 
Model Railroaders when he took up the hobby in 1984. Since 
then he has also joined the Operations Special Interest Group 
and the National Model Railroad Association, Australasian 
Region.
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from Jimba Jimba Junction to Emu Flat, 
another small three tracked station with a 
goods shed, crane, grain silos and cattle 
pens on the goods siding. A short spur 
goes to Penstone Quarry that loads a train 
of limestone daily. After leaving Emu Flat, 
trains cross Five Mile Creek twice and 
enters a cutting to arrive at Foster, the east 
end staging. The tracks at this end of the 
staging yard represent the south-east of 
SA and passing through the border with 
Victoria.

Construction
In 1998 I began building the K&EFR in 

a galvanised backyard shed at our then 
home in Modbury North. I built the pen-
insula, staging, Emu Flat and Kanunda on 
a series of five modules of various lengths 
and widths. The modules have 70 mm x 
19 mm pine frames topped with 19 mm 
particle board. I laid the Peco code 100 
track on top of the modules with each 

 Locomotive 949 sits in the passing siding at 
Kanunda while the ‘stonie’ passes through on 
the main line.

 Double-headed 938 and 705 arriving at 
Kanunda on the main line with the ‘stonie’ 
while the up roadside goods with its ‘lemon 
twister’ brake van sits in the passing siding.
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piece of track stopping short of the end of 
the module. Then I turned the modules 
over, supported by a couple of saw horses 
and installed the Peco twin-coil turn-out 
motors and wired the track and turn-out 
motors. This method of construction 
made for a quick job saving me from 
crawling about under the layout drop-
ping solder on myself. Next, I constructed 
the L-girder benchwork with risers in 
place to support the modules that were 
then lifted in place and screwed to the ris-
ers. Lengths of track were then laid, con-
necting tracks over the joins between 
modules. I joined the bus wires between 
the modules with screw connectors. Then 
I built the rest of the layout (the end of 
the peninsula — the section between 
Emu Flat and Kanunda, and Wooldowie, 
using the normal L-girder method with 
19 mm particle board for the road bed. I 
used 3 mm MDF for the fascia. The 
switches for the turn-outs were placed in 
the fascia opposite the relevant turn-out. 
The fascia was painted and track dia-
grams were marked out using 3 mm auto-
motive tape.

In March 2002 I had the opportunity to 
take an early retirement, and my wife and 
I decided to move to a new house. So, I 
began dismantling the K&EFR that, fortu-
nately, was yet to have any scenery on it, 
thus making it easier to dismantle. We 
bought a house in Greenwith that had a 
7.6 m-long fully-lined double garage. The 
7.6 m allowed the layout to be stretched 
by another 300 mm. I was also able to add 
another 1500 mm x 500 mm module that 
enabled me to build the branch line ter-
minus, Maranalgo. Thanks to having so 
much of the layout in modular form, re-
erecting it went quickly and easily. Once 
the K&EFR was up and running I began 
scenery.

C507 and 940 (A Lima 
dummy loco) hold the main-
l ine  as  they  tak e  the 
Adelaide ‘ Jet ’  through 
Kanunda.

Locomotive 842 shunting at Wooldowie; it is on the up Myrtle Springs goods heading to 
Kanunda.

X54 and S310 arrive at Cooper (staging) with the up ‘Overland’.
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Scenery
High Mountain was made using chick-

en wire covered with paper towels 
dipped in plaster. Most of the rest of the 
scenery was crumpled newspaper cov-
ered in calico, over which I painted plas-
ter tinted with oxide colouring. For effect 
in the quarry, I set quartz crystals into the 
plaster quarry walls. In the Bindieye 
Creek gully I set rocks containing Tiger-
eye into the gully walls. I had collected 
these in the 1960s when I was working in 
the bush. For ground cover I sieved saw-
dust and dyed it a couple of shades of 
green with Dylon dye. The trees are twist-
ed copper wire coated with No More 
Gaps painted grey, with poly fibre foliage 
sprayed green from a can and dusted 
with dyed sawdust. Although not that 
great looking, the trees are sturdy; that is 
helpful because, when the layout is not in 
use, I cover it with plastic painters’ drop 
sheets. Peter King recently gave me fif-
teen trees that he made from dried flower 
heads from his garden. I have placed 
these more fragile trees at the back of the 
layout where the drop sheets will not lie 
on them.

The structure at Penstone Quarry is a 
Walthers Glacier Gravel Kit. Most of the 
town scene at Wooldowie is built from LJ 
Models kits. The cattle pens are Life-Like 
modular cattle pens, some altered to fit 
the tighter spaces. The silos are scratch 
built using 60 mm PVC pressure pipe and 
beer carton card. I filled the gaps between 
the PVC pipe with Polyfilla. I have a 
couple of Super Quick OO scale card kits 
on the layout as well. There are two cot-
tages that were salvaged from the old 
Adelaide Model Railroaders layout when 
it was moved out of Mt Lofty railway sta-
tion in 1993. The rest I scratch-built from 
beer carton card, painted and or/covered 

X54 and S310 arriving at Kanunda with the up ‘Overland’.

Locomotive 858 waits for the all-important hand signals from the shunter, who is using the awn-
ing of the Laucke flour mill for a bit of shade.

Stone hoppers are waiting to be loaded with limestone at Penstone quarry.
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with building papers and BGB corrugated 
card. Scratch-building structures has 
allowed me to build structures to fit the 
space, rather than be completely accurate 
in size. I am happy so long as each struc-
ture looks about right and adds to the 
overall effect of being in South Australia 
during the early 1980s.

Control System
When I originally built the K&EFR, I 

used Infocom command control. Infocom 
was an Australian-made analog command 
control system. In 2005 I bought a Lenz 
Compact DCC system with three LH30 
hand-pieces. Initially, the only change 
required was to add a fourth wire to the 
cab bus since both systems use five-pin 
DIN plugs on their hand-pieces. Later I 
added a Lenz 5 amp booster and divided 
the layout into three power districts using 
an NCE EB3 circuit breaker. After pur-
chasing my first sound decoder in 2011, I 
upgraded to a Lenz set 90 because the 
Compact had only five functions. Because 
of the power inrush current caused by the 
capacitors on the sound decoders, in 2018 
I put a DCC Specialties PSX circuit break-
er on the staging yard. Today, during an 
operating session, we use two LH90 and 
two LH30 hand-pieces to control the 
trains.

Locomotives and Rolling Stock
Rolling stock used on K&EFR are BGB 

kits, Steam Era Models kits and one Strath 
Hobbies kit. I converted nine Canadian-
style cylindrical hoppers from Powerline 
into near-enough AHGX grain hoppers. 
The rest of the rolling stock is ready-to-
run from Lima, Powerline, Life-Like and 

S301 and G511 pass through Emu Flat with the Melbourne ‘Jet’.

Locomotive 858 is about to pick up a tank wagon from King Petroleum Limited at Kanunda.

An overall view of K&EFR; the staging is behind the 
backdrop to the left. The station to the left is Emu Flat and 
the very rear left Maranalgo, rear right Wooldowie, right 
Kanunda.
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Trainorama. There are no four-wheeled 
wagons on the K&EFR, once again to con-
vey the impression of what could have 
been in SA in the early 1980s.

Like the rolling stock, I have gradually 
accumulated the locomotives needed to 
run the K&EFR over the past 35 years. 
One of the oldest is a Trax 830 class, that 
now has a Main West mechanism that I 
bought at a swap meet. I fitted a Lima 
930 class and a Powerline BL class with 
Fiddleyard mechanisms. Two other elder-
ly locomotives are both AR Kits 600 class 
locomotives. I converted two Athearn 
SW1200s to look like 500 class loco-
motives, one of which has a Micromark 
can motor. I removed the mechanisms 
from four Lima 930s, a Lima S class and a 
Powerline G class so these locomotives 
can be run as dummy locomotives. All 
double-headed trains on the K&EFR have 
a powered locomotive and a dummy 
locomotive. The rest of the locomotives 
are four 830s, another two 930s, two 700s, 
two V/Line Cs, two Xs, and an S class. 
Manufacturers are Powerline, Austrains, 
Trainorama and Auscision. Except for the 
Auscision 830 class that I bought with 
DCC and sound, I have fitted all of the 
powered locos with DCC decoders from 
Lenz, TCS and NCE. Three locomotives 
are fitted with Digitrax sound decoders.

Editor’s Notes
Design considerations of the K&EFR to contemplate:

 If you are building a permanent layout, look at building it in manageable sections. 
If you have good access to all locations, easy access to wiring and if you need to 
move in the future your hard work is not lost.

 Regular operational sessions with a crew can be an enlightening experience — a 
whole new dimension to the hobby.

 An operational, satisfying layout does not need to be complicated. Simple proto-
type generic locations can produce just the ‘right’ amount of operational satisfac-
tion.

 Turn-backs can increase the distance between locations, thus giving a good sense 
of going somewhere.

 Walk-in designs are advantageous for operational type layouts and avoid the use 
of duck-unders.

Locomotive 961 sets out two empty 
cattle cars at the Wooldowie cattle 
pens.

 S301 and G511 travel through Kanunda on the main line.

Conclusion
I am very happy with the way the 

Kanunda and Emu Flat Railway has turned 
out. It runs well and looks nice to me and 
is of a manageable size (for me). There is 
still much to be done: the staging yard 
needs ballasting, the layout needs more 
trees and more structures, and most of 
the rolling stock needs to be weathered. 
The K&EFR will keep me occupied for 
many years to come. I began holding 

monthly operating sessions in 2008 and 
have held many enjoyable sessions with 
between three and six operators. To me, 
the best bit of the hobby is seeing the lay-
out ‘come alive’ during operating sessions 
with a group of friends. I have made 
many good friends while enjoying the 
hobby of model railways. The K&EFR is 
achieving the goals that I wanted when I 
started planning it in 1998. 
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Where the Water Meets the 
Railway

Trevor Hodges

Long before I was out of short pants my parents knew 
they could get a few days’ compliance from me by sim-
ply hinting that a trip to Sydney’s Museum of Applied 

Arts and Sciences (now called The Powerhouse Museum) was 
being considered as a possible weekend family activity. This 
enchanted wonderland of a museum had three primary 
benefits from my parents’ point of view:

 it was reasonably close by car,
 it would keep me and any of my friends who came with us 

occupied for a full afternoon with minimal supervision, and
 it was free.

From my perspective it had three outstanding attractions:
 a computer with a touch-screen against which a human, 

including small children, could play noughts and crosses;
 a huge German clock from which an array of small, 

medieval ghouls and devils emerged on the hour, accompa-
nied by loud bells and chimes; and

 a collection of scale ship models in glass cases.

I’m convinced that the exquisite detail on those ship models 
at the museum, in combination with the dioramas of battle 
scenes at the Australian War Memorial in Canberra, were two 
of the primary motivators that propelled me into this hobby.

I chose to model Morpeth after reading about it in Ian 
Dunn’s essay about the line in Byways of Steam 14. The 
Morpeth line has a long history that I found fascinating and its 
fairly compact yard and eclectic mix of railway and line-side 
structures made it an appealing modelling subject. However, it 
was Morpeth’s status as a river port that really got me thinking 
about it seriously as a modelling proposition. The chance to 
model a ship and pier were very high on my list of things I 
wanted to include in the layout I planned to eventually build, 
when time and resources allowed. However, long before I had 
even heard of Morpeth, it was seeing a model ship tied up at a 
wharf on Gerry Hopkins’ layout The Franklin, Somerset and 
Kennebec Railroad at an exhibition held in Newcastle (NSW) in 
the early 1990s that first piqued my interest about the idea of 

IN THE LOOP
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including a rail-to-ship interchange scene on a future layout of 
my own. The number of locations in NSW where the railway 
came into contact with large ships is fairly limited and places 
where this took place in a setting that can reasonably be 
squeezed into a model railway layout are more rare. Morpeth 
is one such place and it was this modelling opportunity that I 
wanted to exploit when I was able to commence building my 
model inspired by the line.

Having the desire to model a ship and pier scene on your 
layout is one thing, actually doing so is quite another. Firstly, 
you need a suitable candidate to tie up at your wharf or pier 
and, if you’re like me and have almost no experience building 
models of ships, this can be no small challenge. It’s not that 
building a scale model of a ship is completely beyond my skill-
set. Rather, it’s that ship modelling — either via a kit or from 
scratch — exists within its own universe. The materials, tools 
and language can often sit well outside the comfort zone of 
anyone who has limited their modelling to railways. Nautical 
language and its usage is strange and alien to those not famil-
iar with it. Many of the words used have no standard English 
equivalent or with standard words having completely differ-
ent meanings. For instance, a belaying pin is quite a common 
object on a sailing ship, but what such an item looks like or 
what function it has is far from clear to landlubbers like me. 
Then, there are the instances where a word common to both a 
nautical and terrestrial setting have completely different 
meanings: at sea, heads are toilets and sheets are ropes. 
Instructions for ship models are written with the assumption 
that you understand nautical language. Ships are large, com-
plicated objects so reading and interpreting instructions can 
present a significant challenge.

Ships that plied the Hunter River and tied up at the 
wharves of Morpeth through the second half of the 19th cen-
tury and into the 20th were owned by a diverse list of 
companies. The Newcastle and Hunter River Steamship 
Company (NHRSco) was the last such company to operate on 
the river, ceasing operations in 1931. Because Morpeth was a 
river port the ships had to have a fairly shallow draft to get 
that far up river and this is reflected in a number of the ships. 
The Naomi and the Archer are two examples, being paddle 
steamers that I associate with ships of the 19th century — 
much earlier than the post-Second World War era I wished to 
model. These ships were also big, scaling out at well over one 
metre long in 1:43.5 scale. Like most railway modellers, I have 
only a limited amount of space, restricting what real estate I 
could devote to a ship and pier scene.

I wanted to avoid my first ship model being a scratch-built 
project because I was far from confident that I could build 
such a large model in a modelling environment I was so 
un familiar with. If I used a kit for my ship model, rather than 
building something from scratch, I wasn’t going to get an exact 
representation of one of the ships that tied up at Morpeth. I 
was OK with this — something close enough would do. I was 
looking for a small (something under one metre long), coastal 
freighter that looked as if it had been built in the 20th century 
and was close to my chosen modelling scale of 1:43.5. This 
turned out to be a fairly tall order.

Scale in ship modelling is just as important to the people 
who build such models as it is to railway modellers, however 
scales are chosen for slightly different reasons in ship modelling 
when compared to railway modelling. Once we railway model-
lers choose a scale, generally all the models we acquire, or pro-
duce are placed together in scenes made up of models of the 
same or very similar scale. There are some exceptions to this, 
such as when we wish to force the perspective in a scene. In the 
vast majority of cases any HO modeller, building a layout in 
1:87, will restrict their modelling to this scale. However, ship 
modellers rarely place their models in scenic contexts the way 
railway modellers commonly do, with the scale being chosen 
for convenient display or transport (if the model is to be used on 
water). A modern aircraft carrier, at more than 330 m long, mod-
elled in a scale of 1:43.5 would be about seven metres long, far 

too big to be conveniently displayed on a shelf in the owner’s 
‘man cave’. It turns out that ship model kits of small, coastal, 
steam freighters in a scale somewhere near 1:43.5 are pretty 
rare. Most people want models of famous ships like Cutty Sark 
or the HM Bark Endeavour, not the ordinary, everyday proto-
types like the ones I was looking to model.

Scratch-building a model would have overcome all of these 
problems, but I still felt a kit was a safer option than trying to 
scratch-build a model. I put the problem aside for several years 
until I read an article by Brian Self in issue 31 of the UK maga-
zine Model Railway Journal. The article was about the author’s 
building and conversion of a Caldercraft kit in 1:48 scale of a 
ship called Talacre, a small coastal freighter employed in the 
coal trade in Wales and built in 1931. Ironically, this was the 
same year that the river trade ceased into Morpeth, essentially 
ending the line’s usefulness and leading to its eventual closure 
in 1953. As soon as I saw the photos of this model, I knew I’d 
found my Morpeth freighter: the prototype was close to ideal 
and the scale, while not 1:43.5, was close enough to make the 
resulting model a suitable stand-in for the ships of the 
NHRSco. In fact, the scale of 1:48 made the resulting model 
slightly smaller than if it had been produced in 1:43.5 so this 
could be seen as a positive. I got on line and found the kit was 
still available and purchased one from Cornwall Model Boats 
at https://tinyurl.com/4396pk9p. The one-piece casting fibre-
glass hull of Talacre is approximately 850 mm long. I was very 
happy with the kit upon opening the box and examining the 
parts. I put the kit aside until I felt I was ready to make a start.

In 2013 I made a start on building Louise, a name I’d 
chosen as far back as 2009, by tackling what was possibly the 
most intimidating part of the build — chopping the bottom 
of the hull off so I could make my ship a ‘waterline’ model. 
The hull is supplied in a complete form and the model can be 
built to operate on water however, the ‘water ’ Louise would 
sit on was going to be painted medium density fibreboard so 
I needed to chop the bottom of the hull off flat so the hull 
looked like it continued below the MDF waterline. I put a lot 
of thought into the best way to carry out this operation. In 
the end I mounted the hull on its side in a wooden frame and 
cut the bottom off with a hand saw. The hull did chip in 
places but lots of filing, filling and sanding fixed most of the 
damage inflicted. I then glued a 6 mm plywood bottom into 
the hull and used some nuts and bolts to let the model be 
securely mounted to the ‘water ’. I built the pier in 2016, but 
didn’t make a real start on the ship until 2018 in the lead-up 
to Morpeth attending the New England Convention. I got the 
main superstructure completed at that time, but didn’t com-
plete it until January 2021.

The skills required for modelling a ship aren’t greatly differ-
ent to those required in railway modelling; however, working 
with a fibreglass hull has its challenges. The hull of Louise was 
only vaguely symmetrical and, as the hull is the one truly fixed 
object against which everything else has to look correct, there 
was a great deal of fiddling and fettling of parts to get things 
to fit and look right. Even without the rather rubbery dimen-
sions of the hull, nothing on a ship is square and level and, as 
someone who learnt to model in an environment where things 
can normally be relied upon to be level and true, this can be 
fairly frustrating. However, it is also rewarding when things 
turn out well. I did get things wrong and I have the UK 
modeller Gordon Gravett, with whom I correspond occasion-
ally, to thank for pointing out some mistakes I’d made, some of 
which are yet to be fixed. A small boy of about 12 years of age 
came up to me at the New England Convention and told me I 
had the colours of the port and starboard navigation lights 
wrong. I’d gone on line and researched this so I was fairly con-
fident I’d got it right. Pride comes before a fall because he was 
correct; port wine is red so the red light needs to be on the left 
side of the ship. Would I have felt any better if some crusty old 
sea dog had pointed this out to me? No, but after three dec-
ades teaching kids I should have well and truly learnt the les-
son that you underestimate them at your peril! 
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SUPER SERIES LOCOMOTIVES OF AUSTRALIA

The V/Line G class Part 2
Bernie Baker and the AMRM team continue their coverage of the V/Line G class Super Series locomotives after 

privatisation.

Not long after their release from overhaul, G533 leads G513 and G515 in SCT ownership continue westward through Moorine Rock in Western 
Australia with 7GP1. G533 has ditch lights installed, in-line refuelling, revised coupler lift bar position and a GPS installed on the cab roof. Photo 
Simon Barber.

In March 1999 V/Line Freight was sold to consortium Freight 
Victoria, which included a United States of America com-
pany, Rail America. V/Line Freight became Freight Victoria 

(FV). The new company started using a new livery of dark green 
and yellow, a livery that harks back to the VR era with yellow 
wings on the nose. In September 1999, G543 was the first G class 
to receive the new livery.

V/Line liveried G517 and G518 were wrecked in a fatal head-
on collision at Ararat on 26 November 1999. Both units were 
deemed beyond economic repair and were written off and 
scrapped in May 2001.

In March 2000 Freight Victoria was renamed Freight Australia 
(FA). With the new branding came new work. FA won grain and 
log contracts in New South Wales, including operating grain 
trains from the Riverina to Melbourne and Port Kembla. The 
G class started to spread their operational wings beyond the 
NSW Main South (Sydney to Albury) that they worked in their 
V/Line days as part of through working to Sydney.

In October 2000 FA secured the Specialised Container 
Transport (SCT) hook and pull contract from Australian 

Southern Railroad (ASR) and commenced operations from 
Melbourne to Perth with the G class being used almost exclusive-
ly. Before then, the average duty cycle of the G class was 
between 12–14 hours of operation; this changed to 48 hours of 
continuous high-demand operation. High drawbar loads com-
bined with the harsh, unforgiving nature of the Trans-Australian 
Railway exposed numerous reliability issues with the class. This 
was not inherent in the design, but the shift in the maintenance 
regime.

Freight Australia upgraded several of the G class (523, 526, 
529, 531, 536, 541 and 543) with remanufactured EMD 16-645F3B 
3800 h.p. engines from MotivePower of Boise, Idaho, USA. 
Engines from the G class were then cascaded down to the X-to-
XR rebuild programme (2002–06).

In 2004 FA was sold to Pacific National (PN) with G527 being 
the first of its class painted in the PN livery. There were several 
caveats in the sale agreement to ensure that Colin Rees Transport 
(CRT) and SCT operations were not affected by the sale. As a 
result, G516 and G534 were transferred to Queensland Rail 
National (QRN) as, at the time, they were providing the CRT 
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G535 No. 2 end leading, waits at Trida, NSW, with its ‘Kevin Sheedy Express’ placards on 7 September 2007. Photo Bernie Baker.

G532 No. 1 end leading at Trida, NSW, 7 September 2007. Photo Bernie Baker

G513 sports fresh SSR yellow and black livery at Chullora NSW on 27 October 2009. Photo Bernie Baker.

G511 in SSR ‘no name’ SSR livery at Goobang Junction on 6 February 2017. Photo Bernie Baker.
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Road 
No.

Serial 
No.

Builders 
Date

In-service 
Date

Gauge 
Delivered

Current 
Gauge

Date  
withdrawn A B C D E F G H J K L M N P Q R S

G511 84-1239 Oct-84 16-Oct-84 BG SG —  R   R R R    R  R R R R R

G512 84-1240 Oct-84 16-Nov-84 BG BG —  R   R   R   R  R R  R R

G513 84-1241 Nov-84 16-Nov-84 BG SG —  R   R R     R  R R  R R

G514 84-1242 Dec-84 7-Dec-84 BG SG —  R   R R     R  R R  R R

G515 84-1243 Dec-84 20-Dec-84 BG BG — R    R   R   R  R R  R R

G516 85-1229 Sep-85 18-Dec-85 SG SG —  R R       R  R R R R Y Y

G517 85-1230 Oct-85 20-Mar-86 SG SG 26-Nov-99                Y Y

G518 85-1231 Nov-85 19-Feb-86 SG SG 26-Nov-99                Y Y

G519 85-1232 Dec-85 20-Dec-85 SG SG —  R  R       R R R R  Y Y

G520 85-1233 Feb-86 22-Mar-86 SG SG —  R         R R R R  Y Y

G521 85-1234 Feb-86 17-Feb-86 BG BG —  R   R      R R R R  Y Y

G522 85-1235 Mar-86 7-Mar-86 BG BG —  R  R         R R  Y Y

G523 85-1236 Mar-86 30-Mar-86 BG SG —  R         R R R R  Y Y

G524 85-1237 Apr-86 17-Apr-86 BG BG —  R          R R R  Y Y

G525 85-1238 Apr-86 30-Apr-86 BG BG —  R  R        R  R  Y Y

G526 88-1256 Mar-88 29-Mar-88 BG SG —  R         R R  Y  Y Y

G527 88-1257 Apr-88 29-Apr-88 BG BG —  R  R        R  Y  Y Y

G528 88-1258 May-88 26-May-88 BG BG —  R  R       R R R Y  Y Y

G529 88-1259 Jun-88 18-Jun-88 BG BG — R          R R R Y  Y Y

G530 88-1260 Jul-88 13-Jul-88 BG SG —  R  R       R R R Y  Y Y

G531 88-1261 Aug-88 15-Aug-88 BG BG —  R  R       R R R Y  Y Y

G532 88-1262 Sep-88 7-Sep-88 BG BG —  R   R      R R R Y  Y Y

G533 88-1263 Nov-88 4-Nov-88 BG SG —  R  R R    R  R R R Y R Y Y

G534 88-1264 Nov-88 30-Nov-88 BG SG —  R R       R  R R Y R Y Y

G535 88-1265 Dec-88 21-Dec-88 BG SG —  R  R R    R  R R  Y  Y Y

G536 88-1266 Feb-89 27-Feb-89 BG BG —  R  R       R R R Y  Y Y

G537 89-1270 May-89 5-May-89 BG SG —  R         R R R Y  Y Y

G538 89-1271 May-89 31-May-89 BG SG —  R         R R  Y  Y Y

G539 89-1272 Jun-89 29-Jun-89 BG SG —  R         R R R Y  Y Y

G540 89-1273 Aug-89 2-Aug-89 BG SG — R R  R       R R R Y  Y Y

G541 89-1274 Sep-89 11-Sep-89 BG BG —  R  R       R R R Y  Y Y

G542 89-1275 Oct-89 14-Oct-89 BG SG — R R         R R R Y  Y Y

G543 89-1276 Nov-89 30-Nov-89 BG BG — R R         R R R Y  Y Y

A — painted FV livery
B — painted FA livery
C — painted QRN livery, operated prior for QRN in patched FA livery  
        with QR National insignia
D — painted PN livery, G522 has big side numbers
E — painted SCT livery
F — painted SSR livery
G — painted Watco livery
H — painted CFCLA livery
J — painted Freightliner livery
K — painted Linx livery
L — fitted with in-line refuelling capability. G511, G521 and G533  
        not fitted with the anti-climber hose-holder
M — lift pin bar moved to above the coupler (top lift)
N — GPS installed
P — MU hose pockets installed on cowcatcher
Q — tail disc removed from No. 1 and No. 2 end
R — dummy MU socket installed
S — ditch lights fitted

Key
R — retrofitted
Y — installed at build

Typical of the early post-PN / FA takeover, three Gs haul 3MP9 near High 
Wycombe, WA. All three Gs have been re-patched with PN lettering. Photo Simon 
Barber.
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hook and pull contract. Both locomotives were eventually 
repainted into QRN’s so-called ‘eagle’ livery.

G511–515, 521, 532, 533 and 535 were transferred to SCT in 
March 2007. For the first time the first series G class would oper-
ate on standard gauge. To bring this series in line with the 
remaining SCT-purchased G class, the cab interiors were refur-
bished with a full-width desk (like G516–543), incorporating a 
fridge and microwave oven. They were also fitted with an in-line 
refuelling capability. The refurbishment of the G class was per-
formed at EDI (Newport, Vic) including painting. However, 
G511 and G512 entered and remained in service without SCT 
logos. By late 2007 SCT were ready to receive their first 
GT46Aces. By the time the 15 new units were delivered, the 
requirement for the G class locomotives had diminished. SCT 
then made the G class available for hire. They were taken up by 
several operators, including El Zorro and QRN. With the paint 
scheme untouched, the locomotives added a splash of colour on 
various main corridors and branch lines, and this included hir-
ing G513 to FreightLink in July 2008.

With the delivery of the 4500 h.p. SCT class locomotives in 
2009, SCT embarked on a G class selling spree. Southern 
Shorthaul Railroad (SSR) purchased G513 and G514, and quickly 
repainted them in their corporate colours of yellow and black. 
G513 was named Mike Moy and G514 was named Graeme 
Cotterall. G511 was also painted in the SSR livery. However, this 
was a leased unit from Chicago Freight Car Leasing Australia 
(CFCLA).

G512 and G515 were sold to CFCLA and named after 
Australian race horses Rising Fast and Peter Pan respectively. 
G521, G532, G533 and G535 were purchased by the Australian 
Wheat Board (AWB) in 2009 for use by El Zorro. Following the 
cessation of El Zorro in June 2013, G521 and G532 were sold to 
Qube; Freightliner purchased G533 and G535. The Qube units 
currently operate on the broad gauge and remain in SCT livery. 
G533 and G535 were overhauled and painted in Freightliner liv-
ery at EDI (Cardiff, NSW) in January 2015. The pair were ros-
tered for their non-coal operations, including cotton trains in 
NSW.

With the Genesee Wyoming Australia ((GWA) now One Rail 
Australia (ORA)) purchase of Freightliner, the pair were trans-
ferred to South Australia. They were rostered on grain trains as 
part of the ORA motive power pool.

One notable exception to hauling grain was when G535 
worked the AK cars through to Darwin in November 2020. Both 
still operate in the Freightliner livery, although the wording ‘A 
Genesee and Wyoming Company’ was applied underneath the 
Freightliner names.

When the lease of G511 to SSR expired, it was on-sold to 
Watco and repainted in the company’s family colours of black 
sides with yellow ends at Islington workshops in Adelaide dur-
ing May 2017. The class leader is currently operating Watco’s 
standard gauge grain services in Western Australia. Ex QRN — 
renamed Aurizon — later sold G516 and G534 to the Linx Cargo 
Group in March 2018. Both units were then repainted in a dark 
blue, light blue and white livery. The pair operate container 
trains out of Port Botany, NSW.

G521 leads S313 ‘Alfred Deakin’ hauling Qube grain train No. 9077 on 
21 November 2017. G521 worked with El Zorro and is now under 
Qube ownership. Photo Brad White.

G520, X50 and BL31 lead No. 7901V on 9 August 2018. G520 shows a 
bit of neglect in its PN patch livery and is starting to fade. G520 previ-
ously had an early GPS set-up that was bolted to the headboard. A patch 
can be seen on the headboard where the GPS was installed. Photo Brad 
White.

 G515 in CFCLA livery at Parkes, NSW, on 5 September 2011. G515 
still retains the low coupler lift bar. Ditch lights, dummy MU holder, 
and in-line refuelling modifications have been incorporated. Photo 
Bernie Baker.

 SCT G class antenna array.
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G530 in FA livery at Forrestfield, WA. There are many different iterations of the FA livery such as the location of the lettering and wings. A keen eye 
will notice the problem with G530. Photo Bernie Baker.

G515 in CFCLA livery rests between rosters at Parkes, NSW, on 5 September 2011. Photo Bernie Baker.

Arguably one of the more impressive liveries applied to the G class was QR National’s ‘eagle’ livery. G516 and LDP005 pass PN’s provisioning 
centre near Dynon, Victoria, on 15 September 2012. Photo Brad White.

G519 in PN livery on 3 January 2019. G519 retains the old GPS mounting on the headboard. Photo Brad White.
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G514 ran a test trip to Gawler and return on 4 December 1984. 
Delivered on No. 6697 goods with X50 leading X53 and G514 on 
7 December 1984. To FA, to SCT March 2007, hired to El Zorro 
2008–09, to SSR 27 August 2009, repainted 28 September 2009, 
named Graeme Cotterall.
G515 ran a test trip to Gawler and return on 17 December 1984 
with A78. Repainted in FV livery in January 2000. To SCT March 
2007, to CFCLA 2009 named Rising Fast.
G516 hauled ex Rosewater (Clyde’s Adelaide plant) to Mile End 
on 27 September 1985, standard gauge bogies fitted on 
28 September 1985. A test trip to Two Wells and return to Mile 
End on 12 October 1985. Delivery run on 12 October 1985 on 
No. 7187 goods to Broken Hill with 702 leading G516 and haul-
ing 29 trucks. To FA 1999, then to QRN 1 December 2004, patch 
livery, repainted in the ‘eagle’ livery November 2007. To Linx 
Cargo Group March 2018.
G517 travelled ex Rosewater on 22 October 1985 to Mile End, to 
standard gauge on 23 October 1985. Light engine trial to Two 
Wells on 25 October 1985. Hauled No. 4361 (Alice Springs goods) 
to Port Augusta on 11 December 1985 (44 trucks), returned to 
Dry Creek with G517 leading CL6 and 603 (dead attached), and 
46 trucks on 12 December 1985. Ex Adelaide on 13 January 1986 
on No. 2343 goods to Broken Hill with G518 leading G517, 705, 
602, 703 and 953 (30 trucks). Allocated to NRC. Returned to  
V/Line Freight, transferred to FV ownership. Collided with G518 
at Ararat on 26 November 1999 sustaining heavy damage, 
arrived Melbourne by road low-loader on 4 December 1999, 
stored at Dynon, then scrapped in May 2001.
G518 travelled ex Rosewater 15 November 1985 to Mile End, to 
standard gauge. Light engine trial to Two Wells on 19 November 
1985. Ex Adelaide on 13 January 1986 on No. 2343 goods to 
Broken Hill with G518 leading G517, 705, 602, 703 and 953 (30 
trucks). This working was operated by NRC. Retuned to V/Line 

 G534 and GM36 at South Dynon, Victoria, on 31 July 2005. G534 
and G516 both had QR National patches applied over their FA base liv-
ery. Photo AMRM team.

G511 must the loneliest G class, leading No. 6S54 at Middle Swan, WA. G511 supplements Watco’s WA standard gauge fleet that includes two ex-
NSW 422 class locomotives. Photo Simon Barber.

Modifications During Service
 G511 to G513 and G515 were fitted with roof access footholes 

and grab irons to the opposite side at the No. 2 end of the 
locomotive.

 Additional door handles were fitted at the bottom of the driv-
er’s side cab doors on the No. 1 end on G511–515.

 In-line refuelling capabilities were fitted for working the SCT 
services to and from Perth.

 GPS installations on the cab roof; there were many iterations 
and configurations.

 Dummy MU socket installed (G511–515).
 Tail disc removed from the No. 1 and No. 2 ends (except on 

SSR’s G513 and G514).
 PN introduced single (LED) marker lights on G522, G525, 

G530, G531 and G536.
With many units still in regular service, the history of the 

G class is still evolving. It is hard to imagine that those involved 
in ordering the class would have foreseen that they would be 
operating:

 across the Trans-Australian Railway with SCT,
 NSW country branch lines working grain trains and contain-

erised freight for multiple operators,
 NSW coal in southern and northern areas, and
 SA grain trains.

These are truly a universal Super Series locomotive.

Road Number Notes
G511 ran a test trip to Gawler and return on 9 October 1984. 
Delivery run on No. 2697 goods with C503 leading G511 on 
15 October 1984. To FV, FA then to SCT March 2007 repainted 
SCT base livery (no lettering). Hired to QRN in 2008, hired to El 
Zorro, then to SSR in 2010, repainted 11 August 2010 to Qube 
(SSR lettering removed) to Watco repainted May 2017.
G512 ran a test trip to Gawler return on 24 October 1984. 
Delivered on No. 5729 goods with C502 leading G512 on 
25 October 1984. To FV, FA then to SCT March 2007, to CFCLA 
2012 named Peter Pan.
G513 ran a test trip to Gawler and return on 2 November 1984. 
Delivered on No. 5697 goods with BL32 leading G513 on 
15 November 1984. To FA, repainted June 2002, to SCT March 
2007, hired to Freightlink July 2008, hired to QRN 15 October 
2008, hired to El Zorro 4 August 2009 to SSR 27 August 2009, 
repainted 14 October 2009 named Mike Moy.
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Freightliner has its origins in the United Kingdom and started operations in NSW. To handle Freightliner’s non-coal operations, two G class 
locomotives were painted in Freightliner’s attractive livery. The livery is a slavish replication of the UK version of the livery. This includes the 
mandatory UK orange warning line (albeit faded) at the start of the mansard section of the roof line. G533 is pictured at Dubbo, NSW. Photo Bernie 
Baker.

Freight, transferred to FV ownership. Collided with G517 at 
Ararat on 26 November 1999 sustaining heavy damage, arrived 
Melbourne by road low-loader on 4 December 1999, stored at 
Dynon to be assessed by Clyde for rebuilding. Scrapped in May 
2001.
G519 ran light engine to Gawler on 11 December 1985. To 
Victoria on 20 December 1985 on No. 6697 with 934 leading 940 
and G519. Allocated to standard gauge, then operated by NRC. 
To FA 1999, to PN, allocated to NSW Coal Division, to NSW 
northern coal 27 November 2008, to Downer Rail (Cardiff, NSW) 
for cab modifications, to Rural and Bulk NSW, allocated to PN 
Vic 29 January 2014. Repainted in PN livery November 2018.
G520 ran a light engine trial to Two Wells on 12 February 1986. 
Ex Adelaide on 17 February 1986 on No. 2343 goods to Broken 
Hill with G520 leading 944 and 703 (37 trucks). Damaged in a 
runaway accident at DELEC (Enfield, NSW) on 13 July 1996, 
involving SRA’s 8029, 48126 and 8244. G520 sustained body and 
frame damage. Repaired at Chullora, then repainted in V/Line 
Freight livery. Light engine trial to Penrith 6 April 1998, load 
trial to Moss Vale 8 April 1998. Operated by NRC, to FA, then to 
PN.
G521 ran light engine to Gawler on 14 February 1986. Ex 
Adelaide on 17 February 1986 with BL32 leading G521 on 
No. 2697. To FA, to SCT March 2007, to El Zorro 2010, ceased 
trading 4 June 2013, to Qube in SCT ‘patch’ livery.
G522 ran light engine trial to Gawler 4 March 1986. Ex Adelaide 
on 6 March 1986 on No. 5697 goods with BL32 leading G522. 
Allocated to standard gauge, then operated by NRC, to FA, then 
to PN.
G523 ran light engine trial to Gawler 24 March 1986. Allocated to 
standard gauge, operated by NRC. Overhauled and repainted in 
V/Line Freight livery in July 1997, to FA, then to PN.
G524 ran light engine trial to Gawler 15 April 1986. Ex Adelaide 
on No. 5697 goods with BL35 leading G524 on 17 April 1986. To 
FA then to PN.
G525 ran light engine trial to Gawler 23 April 1986. G525 was the 
last unit to be built at Clyde’s Rosewater plant. Allocated to 
standard gauge, operated by NRC. Transferred to broad gauge 
for overhaul July 1997, to FA, to PN, repainted October 2012.
G526 was fitted with remote control equipment in May 1997, 

and overhauled and repainted in V/Line Freight livery in July 
1997, to FA, to PN. Allocated to NSW southern coal 3 March 
2008, to northern coal 29 December 2008, to PN Vic 24 December 
2013.
G527 was fitted with remote control equipment May 1997, to FA, 
to PN repainted 25 December 2004, first of its class in PN livery.
G528 to FA, to PN.
G529 was allocated to standard gauge. To FA, to PN, allocated to 
NSW southern coal 11 August 2008, to northern coal 
23 November 2008, to PN Vic 20 July 2012, to broad gauge 
5 September 2012.
G530 was allocated to standard gauge. To FA, to PN, repainted in 
PN livery 13 July 2012.
G531 to FA, to PN repainted in PN livery 5 October 2011 by 
Downer EDI (Newport, Vic) allocated to standard gauge 
13 October 2011 with PN intermodal. Allocated to broad gauge 
April 2014.
G532 to FA, to SCT March 2007, hired to El Zorro 2008 operated 
in patched SCT livery, with El Zorro insignia. El Zorro ceased 
trading on 4 June 2013, to Qube in SCT patch livery.
G533 was allocated to standard gauge. To FA, to PN, repainted in 
PN livery December 2005. To SCT March 2007, hired to QRN 
2008, hired to El Zorro 8 August 2008, sold to AWB Limited 
October 2009, hired to El Zorro, transferred to standard gauge 
November 2010, sold to Freightliner Australia October 2014, in 
service 9 January 2015 following overhaul and repainting by 
Downer Rail (Cardiff, NSW).
G534 to FA, to QRN December 2004, repainted in ‘eagle’ livery 
November 2007, patched Aurizon August 2013, sold to Linx 
Cargo Group March 2018.
G535 to FA, to PN, repainted in PN livery on 27 June 2006, to 
SCT March 2007, named Kevin Sheedy Express, hired to QRN July 
2008, hired to El Zorro August 2009, sold to AWB Limited 
October 2009, sold to Freightliner Australia October 2014 in ser-
vice 9 January 2015 following overhaul and repaint at Downer 
Rail (Cardiff, NSW).
G536 was allocated to standard gauge. To FA, to PN, repainted 
March 2012.
G537 was allocated to standard gauge. To FA, to PN.
G538 was allocated to standard gauge. To FA, to PN.
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G522, S302 ‘Edward Henty’ and 
Y157 at Bendigo on 20 November 
2019. G522 is painted in PN’s Rural 
and Bulk livery with large side num-
bers. Modifications include single 
(LED) marker lights, GPS, high cou-
pler lift bar and ditch lights. Photo 
Brad White.

G525 leads G527 on No. 9158 grain service. G525 has single (LED) marker lights and the cast side 
number plate is positioned well to the No. 2 end of the locomotive. Compare this to the positioning of 
the number plate on G527. Photo Brad White.

Linx is a port operator and, for its operations in Sydney, the company uses G516 and G534. G516 is shown on a trip train from Port Botany to 
Enfield seen here using the goods lines at Campsie on 8 July 2019. Photo Declan Goodsell.

G539 was allocated to standard gauge. 
To FA, to PN transferred to broad 
gauge 5 June 2012.
G540 was allocated to standard gauge. 
Named Wycheproof 30 April 1995. 
Repainted in FV livery, January 2000. 
To FA, to PN repainted in PN livery, 
March 2005.
G541 was allocated to standard gauge. 
Named Birchip. To FA, to PN, repainted 
in PN livery April 2014 then to broad 
gauge.
G542 was allocated to standard gauge. 
Named Warracknabeal then repainted 
in FV livery in Adelaide, due ex 
Adelaide 4 February 2000. To FA, to PN 
to broad gauge 30 December 2011.
G543 was the first of class to be 
r e p a i n t e d  i n  t h e  F V  l i v e r y  
(13–17 September 1999). To FA then to 
PN.

Bibliography
 Catchpoint magazine (various issues)
 V/Line manuals
 Railpage and Vicsig.net 



Page 36. April 2021

A LOCATION TO MODEL

The Morpeth Line
Trevor Hodges provides modelling inspiration on a quirky NSW branch line.  

Photos by the author, unless otherwise credited.

This is a good general shot of the third Morpeth station. Of the three stations to bear the name ‘Morpeth’ this site is closest to Morpeth township. 
This station was not built until the late 1880s and the reasons for the reluctance on the part of the NSWGR to build a station on this site are quite 
apparent in the unusual design of the platform and building. The Hunter River runs just a few metres to the left of this location and this whole area 
is dominated by a large rocky outcrop. This station would have been expensive to build, especially as the second station had only been in use for a 
little over 20 years. It’s a fair bet that a good deal of blasting would have been needed to carve a space for the platform and track. The street-level 
building, platform and canopy are preserved and used as a government depot. The station name board was displayed under the canopy, just above 
the timetables and posters nearest the photographer. Note the station-mounted ground throw for the Morpeth line’s one and only signal.  
Photo Ken Winney.

One of the reasons houses cost so much is that we have to 
purchase the expertise of a range of people with experi-
ence and qualifications in fields most of us know little or 

nothing about; people such as solicitors, architects and builders. 
By contrast, very few of us feel compelled to hire in expertise to 
help us build our model railways. As everyone in this hobby 
starts as a beginner, we all tend to make similar mistakes and, if 
we stay in the hobby long enough, travel up the same learning 
curve. I’ve been involved in this hobby long enough to make 
plenty of mistakes and, while I don’t tend to make the same mis-
takes twice, there’s always plenty of new mistakes to make that I 
haven’t tried out before. Before we get down to brass tacks here 
are a few of my hard-won pearls of wisdom that inform all my 
layout designs:

 Allow the prototype to inform your design but don’t let it 
stop you from getting what you want.

 Design for the person you will be in ten years, not the person 
you are now; inevitably you will get older, less mobile and 
probably fatter.

 Without a shed the size of a football field and a budget that 
would make Bill Gates think twice, you probably won’t be 
able to ‘have it all’ on one layout.

 Seek advice regarding your plan from experienced modellers 
and, if you don’t know any, join a model railway club; they’re 
bound to have a few ‘experts’ lurking about.
It’s difficult to gauge the success — or otherwise — of a model 

railway because the people who build them have such a variety 
of different needs. However, if you’ve stopped working on the 
model railway you have, it’s a pretty safe bet that it isn’t as suc-
cessful as it could be. I would argue that one way to help make 
your model railway ‘work’ better is to pick a prototype line or 
region then build your layout using this choice to guide your 

NEWCASTLE
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decisions. Buying locomotives and rolling stock, then saying you 
model the New South Wales Government Railways (NSWGR), 
the Victorian Railways or Queensland Railways is not choosing a 
prototype to model; this is a choice of a system as opposed to a 
prototype.

This is more akin to preferring the Australian Football League 
(AFL) to Rugby League or A League soccer; you need to pick a 
team as well as a code. In spite of their being in the same state, 
there is almost as much difference between the Camden branch 
line, south of Sydney, and the coal lines of the Hunter Valley. If 
you go looking you will soon find a line that suits your needs 
and you shouldn’t think research is all hard work; it can be as 
easy as buying photos and documents on line or wandering up 
the old right-of-way of a long-abandoned line that has been 
turned into a walking trail. Research can be fun!

A Modest Prototype
The NSWGR Morpeth branch left the main northern line at 

East Maitland in the lower Hunter Valley of NSW and travelled 
the three miles 35¾ chains (approximately 5½ kilometres) to the 
township of Morpeth, situated by the Hunter River. The line 
opened in stages between 1864 and 1870, and was closed in 
August 1953. It was the oldest country branch line in NSW and 
had a long and chequered history before many other lines in the 
state were even opened. Morpeth was a thriving river port for 
much of its early existence and it was the goods that moved 
through the port, combined with local agitation for a passenger 
service, that was the reason for the line’s existence.

Depending on the era, the line had either four or five passen-
ger stations; the junction station of East Maitland, Raworth (pro-
nounced Ray-worth), Queens Wharf, Northumberland Street 
and Morpeth. The name Morpeth was applied to stations in no 
fewer than three different locations, only two of which were 
located in the township of Morpeth. The last two stations have 
been included on the accompanying plan; the second one at the 
far end of the line would be modelled as abandoned as it closed 
in 1893.

Most goods traffic carried on the line was generated through 
the wharves of the Hunter River Steamship Co., the Newcastle 
Steamship Co. and their predecessors. Traffic on the line was 
dominated by wool; however, there was a butter factory (with 
milk being a substantial traffic source), a mill, loading bank, 
goods shed and stock race being provided in the yard. There 
would have been a good mix of traffic and quite a wide variety 
of rolling stock seen on the line.

In addition to the yard at Morpeth, there was a small loop sid-
ing for the Bakers brick works between East Mait land and 
Raworth. This siding was just long enough to accommodate 
eight S wagons; the brick works shipped out both bricks and 
coal. This siding was not used as a passing loop, however it did 
have an extension into the works yard that was worked by four 
horses owned by the company.

Design Considerations and Benchwork
The accompanying plan comes as a result of quite a few years 

of thinking about and researching the Morpeth branch; research 
I’ve used to help me build a couple of small modules and layouts 
in 7 mm scale. Following on from my experience of designing 
track plans for this line in this larger scale, I’ve sometimes won-
dered what could be achieved in HO scale using a space that 
might be readily available to the average modeller: for example, 
a spare bedroom or a single-car garage. By NSW standards the 
Morpeth line was an extremely short branch with a compact 
yard. As such, it presents as a perfect candidate for trying to 
include the entire line in the plan. This allows for an operational 
scenario that almost exactly replicates the way the real line 
would have been worked.

Another photo of the third and final Morpeth station and platform, this 
time taken from the down side looking up the line heading out of town 
toward East Maitland. The Robert Street level crossing is visible in the 
foreground.

A photo from the same vantage point taken on the down side of the line 
but this time showing the Portus flour mill in the distance. The plan 
includes a siding next to this mill that did not exist on the prototype. 
The modeller could decide to leave this siding out if he/she chose.

This view shows the long-abandoned second Morpeth station. The over-
grown and crumbling platform and rather eccentric placement of the 
picket fence on the platform cry out to be modelled. There is a plan for 
this station building in Ian Dunn’s article in ‘Byways of Steam 14’.

 Queens Wharf provides a nice contrast to the station at Raworth: 
wooden, sleeper-topped platform and a ground-level, peaked-roof 
waiting shed. And, who could resist modelling those blanked out ‘E’s’ 
on the station name board?
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The room size chosen for this plan is that of an average, 
single-car garage: 6.0 m x 3.6 m (approximately 20 ft x 12 ft). 
While this is not a space that could accurately be described as 
small, it is the sort of space that is often available to modellers; 
especially those who have a spare corner in the garden and a lit-
tle spare cash. If you have the money available, I’d recommend 
having the room lined, getting some type of flooring laid (cheap-
er vinyl would be a good choice) and sorting out the heating, 
cooling and lighting in the room before you start building your 
railway. There is no better time to do this than before the bench-
work starts being built. You’ll spend an awful lot of time in this 
room and nothing will diminish your enjoyment of your railway 
more than if you’re cold, wet, dusty, hot, can’t see or if your feet 
hurt from standing on a concrete floor.

One feature I was determined to avoid in this plan was any 
sort of duck-under. After I built my first layout it only took about 
three dozen trips back and forth under the layout to get a tool I 
didn’t have with me for the novelty to wear off, and this was 
when I was in my thirties! This layout is a point-to-point design 
with the focus on prototypical operations. The width of the 
benchwork has been kept deliberately narrow to allow for the 
widest aisles possible and to ease maintenance and the passage 
of operators in the aisles. I’ve found that a minimum of 800 mm 
is needed for two adults to pass each other comfortably in an 
aisle and this is the minimum width of the aisle in front of the 
Morpeth rail yard. This is the spot on the layout where the most 
intense shunting action is going to take place; that is, if the 
words ‘intense shunting’ and ‘NSW branch line’ aren’t a contra-
diction in terms.

This layout could be built on several different types of bench-
work. However, I recommend keeping things fairly simple. 
Perhaps the best way of achieving this would be to build a series 
of simple butt-jointed, 70 mm x 19 mm radiata pine open grids to 
support the right-of-way and made to suit the size of the space 
required. The benchwork under Morpeth yard would require 
three 2.00 m x 0.45 m grids, with cross-members placed approxi-
mately every 400 mm and assembled using 6 G 35 mm wood 
screws. These grids would be bolted to each other with vertical 
risers used to support the track base that should be a minimum 
of 12 mm ply.

Having the track base 10 cm or so above the level of the top of 
the benchwork provides clearance below grade for scenic fea-
tures such as Howe’s Lagoon, culverts and the Hunter River all 
along the front of the yard at Morpeth, running as far as Queens 
Wharf. As gradients on the line were very mild the entire line 
could be built flat if so desired, although a gentle gradient 
between Bakers Siding and Queens Wharf would be a nice fea-
ture. The pine grids could be supported by either simple, cross-
braced legs or brackets hung off the wall studs of the room.

Track Plan
A trip down the line begins with the ‘off-scene’ storage sid-

ings. There’s quite a well known ‘rule’ in layout design that you 
should provide at least twice as much storage as you think you’ll 
need to operate the layout. The storage lines are 1.8 m long and, 
with four lines available, this should be more than adequate for 
the way this line would be operated. I’ve included a four-track 
traverser in this plan. However, the modeller could quite easily 

 A view from the up side of the station of Queens Wharf showing 2001 
hauling two American end-platform carriages. These were typical of the 
traffic on the line up until closure in 1953.

 The end of the line with a view of the loco facilities and goods shed. 
Features to note are: the brick construction of the shed, the unusual prox-
imity of the stock race to the entrance of the shed, the ‘pig sty’ stand for 
the water tanks and the location of the single-stall engine shed on the 
main line. This photo gives a partial view of the 40 ft long coal stage just 
beyond the tank stand. The water pipe outlet is set into the sleeper stack, 
providing a direct outlet for the water from the tanks above. The light 
staining on the face of the goods shed appear to be from some rebuilding 
work, possibly caused by an accident such as an overloaded wagon knock-
ing the lintel from the entry-way. A photo from the early 1950s shows 
that the goods shed was knocked down at some point after this photo was 
taken in the late 1940s. Photo ARHS.
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install a turntable at the end of the storage lines or keep things 
fairly simple and use sets of cross-over points. Choosing any one 
of these options would allow locos to escape and run around 
their trains without the need to handle them.

Goods or mixed trains on the line would have been short and 
made up of a mix of mainly four-wheel stock with some bogie 
wagons and a brake van. As few as three trains would be ade-
quate to operate the line, in addition to a one– or two-vehicle 
passenger train, made up of American end-platform cars such as 
an FO, perhaps in combination with a CCA. The passenger train 
would rarely need to enter the storage lines as it would simply 
shuttle back and forth on the branch between East Maitland and 
Morpeth with a goods or mixed passing it on the East Maitland 
loop siding. The locomotive on the passenger train would run 
around its train at East Maitland ready for another run up the 
line, just as the prototype would have done. Tender first or, in 
the case of a tank locomotive like the Z20 class, bunker-first run-
ning on the branch was a daily feature of the line because there 
was no turntable in loco.

Trains leaving East Maitland would pass over the culvert just 
beyond the station limits, cross the Melbourne Street level cross-
ing then traverse the timber trestle over Howe’s Lagoon. I’ve 
never managed to find the track arrangement of the Bakers brick 
works siding, but that shown on the plan is a likely scenario. It 
would be up to the modeller how far he/she wanted to take the 
detailing of the scene around this siding, but the stables have 
been included to house the horses that worked the short length 
of track into the works yard. I found some photos of brick works 
owned by the same family in other NSW towns, so these would 
be a good guide as to what was in place at Raworth.

Raworth station was a short, unattended brick platform with 
a simple waiting shed on the platform. The orientation of East 
Maitland, Baker’s Siding and Raworth have all been changed to 
the opposite side of the line to allow the correct curvature to be 
maintained on the two stations. Queens Wharf was a short 
wooden platform, situated on a straight length of track with its 
waiting shed at ground level.

A significant scenic feature is the combination of the old 
Northumberland Street station, the Morpeth road bridge and the 
bond stores. On the prototype these stood next to a straight sec-
tion of track set on a platform carved from the bank of the 
Hunter River. While these structures are on a curve on the plan, 
they are in the correct orientation to the station yard and to each 
other. The bridge would be built as a partial structure and would 
stop at the edge of the layout.

The Morpeth railway yard is included in an almost complete 
state, except for two sets of cross-overs next to the loading bank. 
The yard has been considerably foreshortened, but it could be 
shunted largely as the prototype would have been. There was an 
unusual wagon turntable on the loop just beyond the George 
Street level crossing; this was out of use by the 1930s. Depending 
on the era modelled this could be added by the modeller, thus 
adding a point of interest, as these were rarely used in NSW.

One minor addition I’ve made to the prototype yard was to 
add a small siding to the old Portus’ Mill (on some plans it is 
referred to as Rundle’s Mill) that went out of service as early as 
1860. As this beautifully ugly stone building sat right on the river 
— and next to the rail yard — it seems a shame to me that it 
never justified its own siding. On the plan I’ve used my model-
ler’s licence, extended the life of the old mill into the 20th cen-
tury and run a small siding beside it. On the prototype there 
probably wouldn’t have been the room to run such a siding next 
to the mill; there was barely enough space to squeeze in the line 
for the branch. But that shouldn’t bother us too much; we can 
just shift the mill a little further to the side and thus provide 
another industry for an operator to shunt.

Another feature is a wharf scene, because this was the main 
reason for the Morpeth branch line’s existence. There is room 
for such a scene next to the siding at the front of the layout, 
next to the second station. To get an idea of what small wharves 
looked like you can research small, non-metropolitan river 
wharves, such as the one at Lismore. Byways of Steam 18 has 
some nice, clear photos of the wharf at Lismore. There are one 
or two photos and at least one drawing of the Morpeth 

A photo of 0-6-0 Manning Wardle ‘Pioneer’ on the wooden trestle to the 
pier on the author’s ‘Morpeth’ layout.

This view is taken from the steps of Morpeth station looking up the yard 
to the Bowthorne Co-operative’s complex of buildings. The 
Co-operative’s buildings still stand and the large brick structure is cur-
rently used as a rural supplies outlet.

wharves in Byways of Steam 14, but they are partially obscured 
by ships.

There are some wonderful features to be modelled within the 
yard and station limits of Morpeth, not the least of these being 
the two stations. The second station was out of use after 1893 
and was probably used as a residence, barracks or for storage. 
The photos of it in Byways of Steam 14 show it in a derelict state. 
The third station was unusual in that it was built on a rock out-
crop and the builders were forced to place the station building 
on a different elevation to the platform, the two connected by a 
covered set of steps. The loco servicing facilities in the yard at 
Morpeth were simple, but interesting; these have been included 
in their entirety. The goods shed is a nice, big brick structure 
with more than a hint of English influence in its design. It speaks 
volumes about the relative importance of the Morpeth line in the 
later 19th century and how far it had declined by the time the 
line closed in the early 1950s, that this imposing shed was built 
in the middle of the 19th century.

Conclusion
This layout might be thought of as being suitable for a slower, 

gentler age; both of the layout builder and the era depicted by 
the model. When I started in this hobby, I wanted lots of action 
with big locomotives hauling long trains, but as time passed my 
tastes changed. I enjoy taking my time on a model and pottering 
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Queens Wharf station from the up side of the 
station on the author’s layout.

In this scene ‘Pioneer’ is traversing the line 
near Queens Wharf station. While such a 
scene never existed next to the real Queens 
Wharf, modeller’s licence allows for such 
enhancements of reality.

Tank engine 2002 hauls a CCA out of 
Morpeth on the short run to Queens Wharf on 
the author’s 1:43.5 layout of the Morpeth line.

up a quiet branch line with a train; this plan suits that pace 
down to the ground. There would be more than enough model-
ling on this layout to keep an average modeller, working at a 
steady pace, busy for years.

At first glance the range of locomotives may seem fairly limit-
ed: mainly Z20s with the occasional C30 thrown in. However, 
who’s to say the odd tender loco didn’t take a run down the line; 
just in emergencies of course such as in 1950 when 2021 ran 
through the back of the engine shed and it took two days to get 

her back on the rails. One thing we can say for certain is that the 
metals on the Morpeth branch never felt the tread of a diesel 
locomotive; this line was strictly steam-powered.

References
Unlike her much better known — and more extensively 

photo graphed — sister line at Camden, there are only a limited 
number of publications that deal with the Morpeth branch. Ian 
Dunn’s article in Byways of Steam 14 is indispensable to anyone 
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interested in the line, with many photos and lots of historical 
detail. The booklet A Pictorial History of Morpeth has some good 
photos of the line, some of which are also reproduced in the 
Byways article. I purchased my copy of the booklet from a shop 
in Morpeth on one of my several site visits.
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Engine 2002 in loco at the end of the line on the author’s layout.

Locomotive 2001 sits at East Maitland station 
ready for another run down the line to Morpeth 
in 1953 just prior to the line’s closure.
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A Use for 
a Spare 
Boiler

The old boiler, fabricated from spare parts from 
DJH kits, brass tube, styrene and a  

Casula Hobbies’ brass back-head.

Warren Miller shows how using a spare boiler can enhance an animated industrial scene.
Photos by the author.

spare parts box that contained several 
whitemetal smokeboxes, chimneys and 
domes from various DJH kits  of 
Australian locos, plus a Casula Hobbies’ 
brass boiler back-head (possibly from 
their brass 32 class some years ago) that 
I’d never found a use for. All that 
remained was to use a section of brass 
tube for the boiler and make a firebox out 
of 2 mm polystyrene sheet. The resulting 
boiler approximates that of a New South 
Wales Government Railways (NSWGR) 
30 class.

The Faller kit provides a base for the 
engine ready-printed with a black and 
white tile pattern of a type that might 
have been found in a 19th century factory 
or power station. The engine flywheel 
protrudes below the tiled surface, but is 
unlikely to represent how such an engine 
would have been installed in service. I 
made a raised masonry base for the 
engine out of scrap pieces left over from 
the piers of an Auhagen bridge kit and 
placed the ‘floor’ from the kit on this. This 
meant the flywheel was now elevated 
and clear of the ground (and baseboard).

The tiled floor is probably not typical 
of an outdoor installation, but I decided 
to retain it and weather it. A strip of 
rough paving was attached to the base (at 
ground level) on which the boiler was 
located. The kit was straightforward to 
assemble, though Faller provided several 
unused parts on the sprue that I found a 
bit confusing. The flywheel and connect-
ing rod are operable, though there is no 
piston as such. This is not evident howev-
er, as the casing in which the crosshead 
runs hides the lack of a piston. The fly-
wheel, engine bed and cylinder were all 
painted with Humbrol No. 67 matt tank 
grey and then dusted with weathering 
powders. Basic piping was added to the 
boiler, taking steam from the dome to the 
engine casing.

The engine and boiler now being com-
plete, the next step was to create a suita-
ble building against which to mount the 
engine. I’m working on the basis that the 
drive shaft from the engine extends 

The base for the engine was made  
from scrap parts from the abutments of a bridge kit.

The engine installed on the base, with the boil-
er ready for installation.

I recently purchased a Faller kit of a 
small industrial steam engine. I did 
not have any specific idea of what I 

might use it for, but it was such an unusu-
al and appealing model I felt sure it 
would find a place on my layout. Faller 
present the model illustrated on the box 
as a preserved monument in a park-like 
setting, but I felt it would be more inter-
esting if it could be made a working 
model, in use to power a workshop or 
mill.

In truth, given that the single cylinder 

steam engine driving a large flywheel is a 
fairly ancient design, this type of installa-
tion would be quite rare in Australia as it 
pre-dates most industrial development 
here. However, it’s plausible. Best of all I 
realised that the engine would look good 
if associated with a spare locomotive boil-
er to provide the supply of steam. 
Although such use of spare boilers in rail-
way workshops is more common, a pri-
vate industrial concern might have 
acquired one.

For the loco boiler, I resorted to my 
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through the workshop wall to power the 
machinery inside. (In reality this probably 
would have been achieved by transfer-
ring the drive to overhead shafting via a 
drive belt, with individual machines 
being driven from the overhead shaft.) I 
have in mind a fairly dilapidated build-
ing, possibly an antiquated workshop or 
factory, that is still using somewhat super-
annuated equipment.

The engine would look much more 
attractive as an operating feature. To 
power the engine, the simplest approach 
is to extend the shaft of the flywheel, on 
the side away from the piston, through 
the wall of the building, then power this 
with a motor inside. In practice, such an 
engine would most likely have been 
housed inside the building rather than 
beside it — or in its own separate build-
ing. However, I want it to be visible, so I’ll 
assume the owners were either short of 
space or saving money!

Jaycar sell a nice little package of a 
3 volt motor and gearbox that offers a 
range of gear reductions, giving output 
speeds including 3 r.p.m. and 12 r.p.m. 
depending on how many of the gears are 
used. The gearbox output shaft can be 
connected with the extended flywheel 
shaft with some silicone tubing, just like a 
locomotive drive. The gearbox is rather 
noisy, so I plan to enclose it in a box made 
of chipboard, to deaden the sound. For 
the fire in the boiler ’s firebox, a battery 
‘tea light’ candle provides an LED that 
uses 3 volts; this has a nice flicker effect. 
Both the motor and the LED will be pow-
ered from a couple of AA batteries, rather 

The motor and gearbox drives the engine via a flexible connection to an extension of the flywheel 
driveshaft. The motor will be hidden in a building, and the driveshaft will extend though the wall.

The illustration on the Faller kit box shows the 
engine mounted at ground level, apparently as 
a heritage item in a park or similar. It is 
unlikely such an engine would have been 
installed like this when in service.

than taking a line to the layout’s power 
supplies.

When permanently installed, the 
engine and boiler will represent an indus-
trial site of a type that could be found 
today as a heritage museum site. 
However, it could equally be included as 
an interesting and plausible feature repre-
senting an old workshop or factory that 
was still operational, albeit with obsolete 
equipment. 

 The engine and boiler installed against a 
scratch-built building, representing a factory 
or mill for which it provides power.
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Modelling 
Early NSW 
Railmotors

Jonathan Majer
Model photos by the author.

22
Assembled Far North Models railmotor No. 1 with a  powered Workshop 5 GT trailer.

CARRIAGE WORKS

enable carriage of additional items, an LC 
trailer van with a guard’s compartment 
and side-ducket look-outs was attached. 
The railmotor, capable of speeds up to 
25 m.p.h., gave six years of reliable service 
before being withdrawn in 1925. Plans for 
both the railmotor and trailer van are pro-
vided on the Railmotor Society website 
(http://www.railmotorsociety.org.au).

Many years ago I purchased a resin kit 
of this model from Far North Hobbies. 
The model had a good prototypical 
appearance, but was deficient in how it 
was propelled. The instructions were to 
mount the rear on a Tenshodo ‘spud’ with 
one of the driving axles removed. 
However, these spuds do not have seam-
less electrical pick-up at the best of times, 
and halving the number of the wheels 
with pick-ups the situation would 
become, shall we say, unenjoyable.

Flummoxed and after the passage of a 
few years, the idea of demotoring the rail-
motor and attaching it to a motorised 
trailer occurred to me. I had a Workshop 5 
GT wagon that resembled the LC but was 
minus the guard’s compartment. GT 
wagons were used as trailers for CPH rail-

Railmotor No. 1. NSW Railway Archives
1

Railmotor No. 1 with the GT trailer attached. NSW Railway Archives

Railmotor No. 1
Experimental railmotors were first 

introduced into NSW in 1919, when a 
modified five-ton Moreland truck was 
stripped of its road wheels and length-

ened so a wooden body, built in the style 
of the end platform suburban cars, could 
be fitted. Rail wheels were attached to the 
rear axle and a small two-axle bogie was 
mounted at the front (see photo 1). To 
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motors, but not railmotor No. 1. Never-
theless, the general appearance was suffi-
ciently similar that I decided to use it. I 
purchased a Black Beetle powered bogie 
and mounted this in the body of the GT 
wagon, attaching the original wagon side 
frames across the wheels. The space 
above the Black Beetle was weighted with 
lead and the wagon was connected to the 
rear of the rail motor by a rigid coupler 
that rotated around studs under the 
wagon and railmotor. By this means, the 
wagon pushed the railmotor around and 
provided excellent performance. The 
resulting model has a good resemblance 
to the prototypical arrangement (see 
photo 2) and has allowed the railmotor to 
emerge from storage into everyday use.

Railmotor No. 2
During the period of operation of the 

first railmotor, NSWGR had plans for a 
larger self-propelled vehicle. The experi-
mental vehicle was based on an end-plat-
form FA carriage that was to be powered 
by an under-floor petrol engine. Unlike 
railmotor No. 1, this had to run in both 
directions, so driving cabs were mounted 
in the centre of both ends in the area pre-
viously occupied by the end platforms. A 
six-cylinder petrol engine was installed 
and had the interesting innovation that it 
was reversible. The resulting vehicle (see 
photo 3) was capable of speeds up to 
40 m.p.h. and had the cryptic nickname 
of Kathleen after a popular song of the era 
that had a tilt about how long something 
will last, a reflection on doubts about the 
success of the vehicle. The railmotor com-
menced trials in 1921 and ran through to 
1925, after which it was withdrawn and 
converted back to an FA carriage. The rea-
son for withdrawal was the poor perfor-
mance of the vehicle on undulating 
grades.

It occurred to me that the Camco FO 
carriage could form the ideal basis for a 
model of this railmotor, so I set about 
making a near-enough model using 
second-hand parts, scrap and parts 
purchased for the project.

I worked off a photo (see photo 3) and 
plan from the Railmotor Society website. 
Driving cabs for railmotor No. 2 were 
constructed from sides of a second-hand 
American end-platform carriage. The 
sides of the end platforms were then 
secured by handrails sourced from the 
spare parts drawer. Buffer beams and 
cow-catchers were obtained from Casula 
Hobbies; these are brass castings for their 
CPH kit. Horns were mounted on the 
roof at both ends and lights were mount-
ed above each driving cab window. Both 
were sourced from the spare parts drawer.

I could have motorised the railmotor 
with a powered bogie, but was able to use 
the much more satisfactory motor from a 
Life-Like Budd railmotor. This is mounted 
on a cast metal underframe. I first 
removed the bogies, gear tower and 
motor. All under-floor detail was removed 
using an angle grinder. 

Then, the part on which the motor, 

NOTE

I used a face-shield and gloves while 
doing this, and advise against using 
an angle grinder if you are not familiar 
with using one. If not familiar, ask an 
experienced user.

Model of railmotor No. 2 based on a Camco FO carriage kit.
4

Railmotor No. 2. NSW Railway Archives
3

Camco CPH railmotor. The basis of which 
was a large bolt which had the thread 
filed off. The remaining parts were sty-
rene and various castings found in the 
spare parts drawer. Queen posts and truss 
rods from the Camco FO kit were 
installed. Finally, the characteristic 
exhaust pipe and silencer that ran along 
the side beneath the body was construct-
ed from metal rod with a brass sleeve 
inserted in the centre. The underside was 
painted matt black and the body Tuscan 
red, with appropriate decals applied. The 
result is a passable representation of rail-
motor No. 2 (see photo 4) that, since it has 
four-axle pick-up and a flywheel assisted 
motor, has excellent running properties. 
It’s quite a sight to see what superficially 
appears to be an end-platform carriage 
running around the layout, unassisted by 
any locomotive! 

driving bogie and gear tower were to be 
reattached was cut off. The resulting rec-
tangular plate was then narrowed down 
on a grindstone so it could be inserted 
between the insides of the FO carriage. 
The gear tower, driving bogie and motor 
were then reinstalled and the chassis was 
then mounted in a rectangular hole cut 
into the underside of the carriage. The 
trailing bogie was directly mounted on 
the remaining floor of the carriage and 
the pick-ups were reconnected to the 
motor, thus giving pick-up from both 
bogies. I was unable to replicate the bogie 
side-frames. However the Life-Like bogies 
do bear a superficial resemblance to the 
prototype.

I was unable to obtain details of the 
engine, so I copied the engine of my 
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of the details while you are working on 
the fading.

I used a Brunel Models modeller ’s 
cradle; it has a foam back and base, and 
positions the model at a good working 
angle.

Using the ink rubber end, start rubbing 
in top-to-bottom strokes over the area 
you need to fade the lettering. Work back 
and forth across the section of lettering.

This process is a little time-consuming, 
but  requires  l i t t le  concentrat ion. 
Eventually, you will see the lettering start 
to disintegrate; use the ink rubber to vary 
the fade by working at different areas to 
get the desired effect.

After I was satisfied with the amount 
of fade, I lightly used some 1200 grit sand 
paper to blend any obvious marks on the 
body side.

The end result is quite pleasing and is 
an easy task to complete.

See photo 4 for the ‘before’, and 
photo 1 and photo 5 for the ‘after’. 

Fading 
Ready-to-run  
Rolling Stock
Glen Thomson shares a technique to 
fade pad-printed lettering on R-T-R 

models.

1

2

3

4

5

G’day AMRM readers!
The ex-ATN XGAY grain hoppers have 

been pressed back into grain service this 
season with Pacific National. These hop-
pers were previously stored in remote 
locations in NSW. During this period of 
storage, the vinyl lettering had deteriorat-
ed considerably (see photo 2).

I wanted to model these hoppers in 
their faded condition, for an ultra-mod-
ern grain train. Southern Rail Models pro-
duce a model of the ATN XGAY hopper in 
HO scale.

The problem was, how to fade the let-
tering without damaging the base coat 
colour — and to make the process 
control lable?

While experimenting with various 
techniques, I stumbled across the abrasive 
qualities of an ink rubber (see photo 3).

Fading Technique
This technique requires a bit of elbow 

grease, so I recommend you use a model-
ling cradle. The cradle is used to hold the 
model and ensure you don’t damage any 

WAGON WORKS
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L ike most complex constructions 
that require operation, our model 
railway will need a control panel 

or a number of control panels. The 
panel, as far as possible, will simulate 
the important operational aspects of the 
layout in a form that is recognisable. 
That is, the operator can equate a sym-
bol on the panel with an object on the 
layout.

Panels are used to keep our train con-
trol hardware in one accessible place — 
usually geographically — at that part of 
the layout from which we most often 
operate.

The panel will usually illustrate, at 
least in stylised form, the routes available 
to trains and it should hold most, if not 
all, the mechanics used in remote control 
of route selection. The routes are usually 
illustrated by linear markings with sym-
bols or text and the mechanics will usual-
ly be in the form of electrical switches.

Panels are needed whether you are 
running DC or DCC, although DCC prob-
ably has less requirement, being more 
suited to diagrams and components being 
mounted on the layout skirting, especially 
if a ‘follow your train’ operational concept 
is used.

1

2

Build Your Own Control Panel Display
Ian Barnes

The need for control panels becomes 
greater as the layout becomes more com-
plex or if you have visiting-operators who 
must reacquaint themselves with the 

arrangement of the layout. The better you 
present the information needed to run 
trains, the better will be your and your 
visitors’ operating experience. Therefore, 
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3

4

a panel should be sufficiently easy to 
view and understand, otherwise opera-
tion may become a misery rather than a 
joy.

So, what type of panel do you need 
and how do you build one? Any panel is 
better than no panel, but they will vary 
in their size, complexity and standard. 
My early panels on Grady’s Creek were 
simple, but effective, sheets of painted 
Masonite (see photo 2), but over time my 
larger panels have become more elabo-
rate (see photo 3). In some cases, a sim-
ple mini ‘panel’ on the skirting of the 
layout is still appropriate and effective 
(see photo 4). This type of panel is easily 
constructed, but all maintenance will 
need to be done in situ, so be sure you 
can easily see and reach the back of the 
site.

There are various methods of normal 
panel construction. I now build my pan-
els using acrylic glass sheeting (also 
known as Perspex® or Lucite®), with car 
detailing striping and lettering applied. 
The result is then reasonably easily 
screwed on to a wooden frame. Exact 

mounting details will vary with the local 
framing opportunity.

Perspex® is a little more expensive 
than most other sheet materials and 
needs some searching to source, but it 
presents you with a professional finish 
and is easily cleaned. It is available in var-
ious thicknesses and colours. I have used 
black colour that makes the striping stand 
out. I have also used 3 mm thickness that 
allows for the mounting of most electron-
ic switching. However, it is a bit thin and 
requires  backing to stop f lexing. 
Therefore, I would recommend you con-
sider 5 mm thickness.

Be aware, because the material is 
prone to crack or snap if not supported 
over large distances (for example, a maxi-
mum of 300 mm edge-to-edge for 3 mm 
thickness). Be especially careful when cut-
ting it to size. A fine-toothed saw is best 
and keep the material well clamped 
around the cutting zone. This video is 
helpful: https://tinyurl.com/czdc8fyv. You 
can easily file it to final shape and sand 
the edges for a fine finish.

Car detailing striping is available at 

most auto parts stores. It’s a bit expensive, 
but a roll will do a lot of panels, so share 
with a friend. The result is worth the cost. 
Self-adhesive lettering is available at office 
supply stores.

When you buy Perspex®, it will have 
a paper covering both sides that is then 
normally removed to reveal the shiny 
surface beneath. However, don’t peel it 
off yet. Before lifting the paper, draw 
your diagram on it and keep redrawing 
until you are satisfied with the result. 
The advantage of the paper ’s capacity 
for constant erasing and redrawing 
(with a pencil) becomes apparent as you 
push and shove lines and components 
about until you are satisfied with the 
result.

Allow room between lines for switch-
ing etc. Start with a 15 mm spacing for 
double track or yards, wider for main 
lines (wide striping), platform symbols, 
lettering etc. and allow an outside mar-
gin, especially if you are going to frame it 
with another material. Otherwise the 
bulky back sides of some switches may 
not fit inside the frame. See an imagined 
example in photo 5.

When you are satisfied with the plan, 
transfer the information to the Perspex® 
by using a sharp knife and a metal rule 
thereby cutting the paper and lightly 
scoring the Perspex®. These lines will 
later be covered by the striping. You can 
also drill out the switch component holes 
while the paper is still protecting the sur-
face. A few small angled strokes with a 
round (rat tail) file will take off any burr-
ing. Now you can peel off the paper on 
the facing side. Photo 6 shows the imag-
ined station panel with partly-peeled 
paper showing the scribing beneath.
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5 6

7

Begin applying the striping tape. There 
is no secret to this, but a sharp pair of scis-
sors is needed to get precise, crisp finish-
es. The striping (usually available from 
car accessory outlets) comes in small reels 
of various widths and colours, allowing 
you to differentiate between main line 
and branch line, sidings, routes etc. You 
can also denote the positioning of electri-
cal gaps by creating a gap in the striping 
using a permanent marker pen matching 
the Perspex® colour.

Remove the backing paper and add 
the electrical components. To avoid 
destroying the striping while tightening, 
ensure a washer is under each switch 
component you are installing on the 
panel. Lastly, some professional labelling 
completes the picture (see examples in 
photo 1 and photo 7). Add enough label-
ling information so that a visitor will 
readily understand the area’s operations.

Most model railway modellers try to 
avoid the contortionist agony of messing 

with wiring under the layout. Firstly, it is 
advisable to wire the back of your new 
panel’s switching before mounting the 
panel in position. Secondly, consider 
using a plug/socket, or a terminal strip to 
connect all wires destined for the layout 
(see photo 8 and photo 9 for examples). 
You will later be able to dismount the 
panel and work on it at your workbench, 
much better than risking a crick neck and 
eye strain working in the darkness under 
the layout. 

8 9
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To make the job of the steel terminal crew (actually the driver) on 
my layout easier for loading and unloading the NCOF coil wire 
wagon, I made a tool from 0.080-inch x 0.080-inch square strip 

styrene. Alternatively, 0.060-inch x 0.060-inch square strip styrene is 
almost as good.

The first version of the tool had two parallel tongs and it could 
load or unload four wire coils at a time using the tool from a 
single slot in the NCOF wagon.

After manually placing two wire coils onto each of the 
tongs, align the tool above one of the slots in an empty 
wagon, lower the coils into the slot and withdraw the 
tool horizontally. Thus, the four wire coils are load-
ed simultaneously into one of the slots in the 
wagon. Similarly, slide the tool horizontally 
into a slot in a loaded NCOF wagon and 
unload the wagon by lifting the four wire 
coils from the slot in the wagon. The coils 
are then ready to be placed back into my 
steel loads container. I improved the tool 
using two adjacent tools joined together 
and appropriately spaced with 0.080-inch 
x 0.080-inch styrene strip (photo 4). This 
allowed the tool to now load or unload 
up to eight wire coils from two slots in the 
NCOF wagon simultaneously. Use of the 
tool is so simple. It allows the same wagon 
to be used both loaded and unloaded 
around the layout and adds to the realism 
of operating the layout.

I use my tool on two NCOF wagons 
that ply the rails on my home layout dur-
ing semi-regular operations sessions. 

w (actually the driver) on 
ading the NCOF coil wire 

x 0.080-inch square strip 
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How to Build a Coil 
Steel Loading and 

Unloading Tool
By Craig Mackie

1

2

3

4
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Peter Smith —  
A Modeller’s Gallery
Peter Smith is a prolific modeller; this gallery is a sample of his inspiring work.

 ANR AL19 is Pete’s first 
serious loco scratch-build (built 
in 1983), constructed by form-
ing a Perspex® box and adding 
styrene side panels as an over-
lay. The underframe is also sty-
rene to which is mated an Atlas 
SD35 diesel mechanism. The 
SD35 fans were reused for the 
dynamic brake fans and radia-
tor fans on the roof. Scale brass 
five-chime air horns and BGB 
bogie-mounted sand boxes com-
plete this model.

 CR flat car RN2202 is an 
out-of-the-box Athearn 86 ft 
flat car with modified under-
frame to represent the CR flat-
cars built in 1966 for their 
expanding piggy-back traffic. 
Athearn semi-trailer vans have 
been decorated with Pete’s indi-
vidually applied decal letters 
and edging to replicate the ear-
lier Ansett and Gascoyne com-
pany signs seen across the 
Nullarbor in past times.

 AFIY 32-V is another out-
of-the-box Athearn 86 ft flat car 
painted in Australian National 
(AN) green and gold with BGB 
decals. The trailers have Signs 
of All Kinds decals applied to 
represent the piggy-back traffic 
of the 1980s.

 AQEY 3223 is a styrene 
scratch-built two-pack articu-
lated container flatwagon, with 
a Road-railer towing frame. 
Modified BGM bogies are the 
basis of the detailed Road-railer 
‘spare’ bogies and a BGB 
curtain-sided container decaled 
f o r  T N T  c o m p l e t e  t h i s 
interesting model.
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 The AN Technical Services car is a 
modified Lima ‘Indian Pacific’ car cut in 
half and sectioned horizontally to add new 
side windows, ends and roof.  This 
represents the ex-NBHR/AJCY brake-relay 
van AN modified for their Road-railer 
demonstration train that toured the eastern 
states in the early 90s. Re-coded AZTP 400, 
the model has a detailed interior made with 
styrene and the end platform and steps 
added and end windows cut in. Bogies are 
Commonwealth-style bogies modified to 
more closely resemble the prototype.

 The V/Line Plasser EM100 car is a modi-
fied Jouef car with additional items added to 
the roof including a pantograph to replicate 
the prototype as it first entered service in 
the 80s.

 CGN6 is an AN Port Lincoln Division 
brake van made from a Lima SAR 8300 
brake van. The sides were sectioned up and 
inserted into scratch-built styrene sides, roof 
and end platform steps. Modified BGB 
AN 8300 brake van decals complete the 
model.

 ENHG 6B is a scratch-built AN narrow 
gauge ballast hopper converted to carry 
grain for Eyre Peninsula traffic. BGB decals 
and Wuiske bogies complete this model.
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 Alco 873B is a Powerline 830 class body 
and fuel tank modified to fit onto a Bull Ant 
narrow gauge HOn3½ mechanism. The 
patchwork colour scheme represents Port 
Lincoln’s last ‘mustard pot’ 830 repaint as 
running for the 1990 wheat harvest before 
entering the paint shops and repainted AN 
green and gold. The AN modifications 
include the cab double-skin roof, air 
conditioning and piping. Body panel repairs 
all picked out in red primer and green 
undercoat while the bogies are part yellow 
and part silver. The underframe is silver as 
per SAR Port Lincoln Division practice. 
The side cab lettering includes the check 
letter B typical of AN’s check letter coding 
while a pair of NT class air horns adorn the 
roof (another Port Lincoln addition). A real 
eye-catcher.

 ENHV 34-T is a scratch-built AN  
narrow gauge van modified for Eyre 
Peninsula grain traffic. BGB decals and 
Wuiske narrow gauge bogies complete this 
scratch built styrene model.

 CR ‘Wegmann’ passenger car is a 
Märklin model, kit-bashed to represent a 
freelance CR/AN crew car for semi-trailer 
piggy-back traffic. Modifications include 
removal of top quarter-window frames, 
blanking out a pair of windows at one end 
and adding a continuous aerial along the 
roof centre-line. A maroon repaint with 
white roof and BGB decals finish this near-
enough model.

 CR Jordan spreader-ditcher was convert-
ed from an American prototype model. CR 
had the only one of these unique ploughs in 
Australia and it was propelled by L class 
steam or later GM class diesel power. 
Modifications include removing the front 
snow plough and altering the side hand 
rails and painting.
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Reviews

NSWGR Four-wheel Wagons r-t-r in HO scale by Casula Hobbies, 
62 Moore Street, Liverpool, 2170. Phone: (02) 9602 8640. Website: 
casulahobbies.com.au; email: sales@casulahobbies.com.au. Price: 
$295.00 per pack of four. (There is also a six-pack of LV wagons availa-
ble for $442.50.)

The contents of pack 8 — LV milk wagon with the Dairy Farmers name board, LV for general goods, CW and GSV.

CW 27857 cattle wagon.

The end detail of the CW and LV wagons.

GSV 26571 sheep van.

Prototype
These New South  Wales 

Government Railways (NSWGR) 
goods wagons are a series built on 
the standard post-Second World 
War welded steel under frame, 
widely adopted from 1946. A E 
Goodwin built 250 GSV sheep vans 
in 1947–48, the last four-wheel 
sheep vans ordered. They also built 
under frames for 250 CW cattle 
vans that had a new design of a 
depar tmentally-built body. These 
were the last four-wheel CW 
design.

Immediately after the Second 
World War, over 360 older 18 ft LV 
van bodies were rebuilt and fitted 
with milk tanks that entailed open-
ing up panels in the body to allow 
washing out when empty. Some of 
these LV milk vans carried name 
boards for the Dairy Farmers 
Co-operative Milk Co Ltd. All these 
vehicles were a common par t of 
the NSWGR scene between 1948 
and the mid-1970s.

The LV wagons had fully-lou-
vred sides and ends with a smooth 
or corrugated steel curved roof. 
Most of the vans were fitted with a 
standard steel underframe during 
1948–53, but approximately 20 
vans retained the channel under-
frame.

Some were conver ted to milk 
vans with body modifications and 
the installation of internal tanks. 
Some of these carried the Dairy 
Farmers’ name boards. There were 
165 LV wagons in service.

The milk wagons were owned 
by the NSW railways and leased to 
the milk companies. The railways 
received payment only when a van 
was used.

The GSV wagon was a sheep 
wagon divided into two 18 ft com-
partments. They were also used to 
carry pigs and goats. They had two 
4 ft sliding doors in the centre of 
the lower deck and at each end of 
the upper deck.

The CW wagon had a 4 ft out-
ward-opening door at one end with 
a small downward-folding section 

at the base of the door to form a 
loading ramp. There were 338 CW 
wagons in service.

The Model
There are five different models 

in a variety of combinations of four 
wagons per pack.

Two packs reviewed were:
p a c k  8  —  C W  2 7 8 5 7 , 
GSV 26571, LV 13823 and 
LV 13800 (milk, with Dairy 
Farmers name boards); and
pack 9 — LV 290, LV 2987 
(milk, with no name boards), 
CW 27873 and LV 1902 (milk, 
with Dair y Farmers name 
boards).
The models come in an attrac-

tive yellow box with windows dis-
playing each model. On opening 
the box a ‘read this first’ sheet is 
prominently placed for the purchas-
er. The sheet provides information 
regarding the removal of roofs, 
allowing scale livestock to be 
added to the CW and GSV wagons.

The models are manufactured 
from new tooling developed in 
China and feature a one-piece 
Delrin (polyoxymethylene) chassis 
with free-rolling, metal tyred, 
10.5 mm diameter, eight-spoke 
RP25-88 wheels. Bodies and chas-
s is  a re  fu l l y  de ta i l ed  w i th 
Westinghouse brake gear, Cammell 

REVIEWS
The products covered in the 

Review pages have been supplied or 
made available by the manufacturer, 
producer, importer or retailer listed in 
each product heading. AMRM wel-
comes access to new product lines 
for inclusion in the Review pages and 
requests items be addressed to the 
Editor at Australian Model Railway 
Magazine, PO Box 345, Matra ville 
2036. Readers are reminded that the 
prices quoted in the reviews are those 
applicable at the time of going to 
press. Those using the prices as a 
guide to purchasing products by mail 
order should always add extra for 
postage, or contact the supplier for 
the additional cost for mail order.

 Editor
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mon before the growth in highly 
detailed models from China. It’s 
easy to overlook the range of local 
products (and the skills and enthu-
siasm required to produce them), 
so the new book by Ian Black is a 
timely and valuable review of man-
ufacturers and models of NSW 
proto type (HO scale) in the three 
decades 1958 to 1988.

The material is organised in 
generally chronological order, 
describing each manufacturer and 
the models they produced, with 
extensive illustrations. The text 
includes an objective appraisal of 
the materials and techniques used, 
and the merits of the products in 
terms of ease or difficulty of 
assembly, and the quality of the 
resulting model. It will cer tainly 
bring back memories of modelling 
projects in years past. Ian Black is 
a highly experienced modeller 
whose work has been admired at 
numerous exhibitions, and his eval-
uation of the various models will 
probably be endorsed by most 
readers. While not claiming to be 
an exhaustive list of local products, 
it’s nonetheless extensive, and 
would be a useful resource for 
ident i fying old models. Your 
reviewer has a second hand model 
of a BKD prison van, which the 
book identifies as a product of Far 
North Hobbies.

buffers, brake hoses and metal 
bars in the GSV.

The detail is superb with sharp 
mouldings. All handrails have been 
added individually and the under-
body pipework is complete and 
very fine, so needs to be handled 
carefully. Each style of wagon was 
compared with prototype photo-
graphs and we believe they have 
been faithfully modelled. All the 
review wagons’ dimensions were 
accurate.

Straight out of the box, the 
models were placed on the layout 
and shunted through several sets 
of points and over Kadee uncou-
plers; they uncoupled easily. There 
were no problems moving through 
the cross-overs.

As a load test, an Auscision 
48 class diesel locomotive easily 
hauled the eight wagons and a 
Casula Hobbies’ HG brake van. A 
brass Berg’s 30 class steam loco-
motive was also tested with the 
same consist and performed simi-
larly.

The colour and finish of the 
wagons is first class and, depend-
ing on your feelings about weather-
ing, you might want to dirty them 
up a bit.

If your model railway carries live-
stock or general goods you will find 
these excellent models to be a very 
attractive addition to your layout.

Check the website for the com-
plete list of packs available.

Images have been lightened to 
show detail. Actual colour is dark 
gray as per prototype

John Casey

Before the Footplate by Ian Black. 
Published by the author.  Avail-
able from selected hobby shops 
and bookshops, A4 size, 108 
pages, 400 photos, perfect bound, 
rrp $25

Modellers of NSW railways who 
have been active in the hobby for 
more than a few years will have 
made use of some of the many 
locally produced components, kits 
or finished models that were com-

LV 13800, Dairy Farmers Milk.

LV 2987 Milk — no name boards.

LV 13823 louvre van.

The underbody detail of the GSV wagon.

The contents of pack 9 — LV with Dairy Farmers name boards, LV with no name boards, LV for general goods and the CW.
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Thorough research has gone into this 
book, as evidenced by the many useful 
references to relevant ar ticles in AMRM 
and elsewhere. The focus of the book is 
very much on locomotives and rolling 
stock, but it also covers the most signifi-
cant suppliers of structures and acces-
sories. The ‘business’ side of model 
manufacturing is not really addressed, 
other than noting where a business 
changed hands, but enough information is 
provided to get an understanding of how 
each manufacturer operated. Unsur-
prisingly most were one or two people 
working at the ‘cottage industry’ level, 
often producing high quality products for a 
specialised market. (It would be interesting 
to know had many had an ABN). It’s well 
written and enjoyable to read. All the most 
significant models are well illustrated, in a 
style similar to that used in Ian’s previous 
book ‘The footplate journey’, — generally 
a side profile view of each loco. The book 
also provides examples of the manufactur-
ers’ logos or packaging.  The information 
provided reminds us of the range of 
materials, good and bad, that were tried. 

Some had limited suitability (poor quality 
resins, cast aluminium) while others gave 
good results but needed skilled assembly.

The book gives some recognition to the 
various entrepreneurial modellers and 
retailers who provided kits and models to 
expand the hobby, and it provides a refer-
ence for identification of near-forgotten 
models from many years ago. A possible 
improvement for any future edition might 
be to include an alphabetical index of man-
ufacturers, rather than the present detailed 
contents list which is ‘in order of appear-
ance’. It fills a real gap in literature on 
NSWR models, and most modellers will 
want a copy on their shelves.

(Disclaimer, — your reviewer was 
among some two dozen modellers who 
contributed photos of models, and models 
to be photographed, to illustrate the publi-
cation).

Warren Miller

RECENT 
ELEASES

SDS Models has released a ‘varnished’ version of the NSWGR FO end platform coaches — available as a five-coach pack —in HO scale.

SDS Models has released NSWGR FO end platform coaches in a variety of liveries including venetian red (also known as ‘tuscan’) and russet, peony red 
and ‘old gold’ in HO scale.
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An Auscision Models unan-
nounced recent release is NR18 
in Mk VI The Ghan livery in 
HO scale.

An Auscision Models unannounced recent 
release is NR30 (as shown) and NR31 in 

Great Southern livery in HO scale.

An Auscision Models unannounced recent 
release is NR84 in ‘Real trains not road 

trains’ promotional livery in HO scale.

An Auscision Models unannounced 
recent release is NR75 Steve Irwin in 

Mk I The Ghan livery in HO scale.

RECENT 
ELEASES
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N Scale
Auscision Models

Auscision Models has received 
pilot models of SSR BGKY grain 
hoppers and NHFF coal hoppers.

HO Scale
Auscision Models

Auscision Models is expecting 
the imminent release of three pro-
duction runs.

SRA of NSW, CityRail Tangara 
EMUs will ship out of China in the 
first week of March. These will be 
followed by the SAR/ANR/AN 
600 class diesel locomotive and 
Victorian Railways (VR) Tait subur-
ban cars and CM class parcels 
cars.

Australian Railway Models
Australian Railway Models has 

announced it will be producing the 
NSWGR C38 class 4-6-2 steam 
locomotive 3803 with streamlining 
in black livery with red lining.

The model will include:

detailed cab interior and a ‘float-
ing’ footplate,
separately-applied detailed body 
parts,
accurately reproduced motion 
mechanisms,
dual-position drawbar for close 
tender coupling, and
DCC ready.

Casula Hobbies
Casula Hobbies has received 

their operating pilot model of the 
NSWGR Z19 class steam loco-
motive; this has resulted in some 
modifications and additions that 
will benefit the modeller. The Z19 
will be delivered as:

DC (but DCC ready), including a 
speaker and ‘stay alive’. It will 
incorporate a switch, thus make 
it easy to activate the ‘stay 
alive’, and will be delivered in 
the ‘off’ position.
DCC with sound.
Casula Hobbies’ next four-wheel 

wagon project will be the ABV  
panel-sided biscuit vans. These will 
be available in six different three-
packs.

Liveries will include red, blue 
and wagon grey.

Production is expected to start 
after Chinese New Year 2021.

Eureka Models
The Chinese New Year has 

arrived and all economic activity in 
China has come to a halt as usual. 
Coupled with a central government 
decision to extend the holiday peri-
od by two weeks in some areas 
has had an impact on production.

In the southern economic zone 
of Shenzhen, where the over-
whelming majority of model railway 
manufacturing activity is located, 
other government decisions have 
severely impacted production lev-
els.

Eureka Models’ main manufac-
turer is in central China and uses 
locally-sourced labour for its injec-
tion, painting and assembly work. 
However, this is dependent on 
component suppliers situated in 
southern China, hence the resulting 
impact.

Eu r eka  Mode l s ’  NSWGR 
C38 class 4-6-2 steam locomotive 
re-run and VR K class 2-8-0 steam 
locomotive are both on target for 
delivery in the second half of this 
year. Other projects will be depend-
ent on the fractured production 
activity that will almost certainly be 
a feature of 2021.

SSR BGKY pilot model in N scale.

SRA of NSW NHFF pilot model in N scale.

Auscision Models No. 30AE in VR  
Heritage brown livery in HO scale,  

part of a four-coach set due later in 2021.

Auscision Models No. 7AE in the  
‘Overland’ (Hawthorn green) livery in HO scale,  

part of a four-coach set due later in 2021.

Auscision Models AE No. 550 in  
SAR green and cream livery in HO scale,  

available as a single-car pack due later in 2021.

Ian Lindsay Models
Ian Storrie has announced Ian 

Lindsay Models will be wound up 
af ter 33 years of serving the 
Australian modelling public.

Due to ongoing medical issues, 
all production has ceased for the 
foreseeable future. Ian Lindsay 

Models would like to thank all the 
modellers who suppor ted it. To 
quote Ian, “Most of it was very 
enjoyable and satisfying. I am also 
very proud of what I was able to 
offer in both kits and detail items; I 
worked hard to provide the best 
quality products I was able to.”
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IDR Models
IDR Models will soon be releas-

ing their first ready-to-run rolling 
stock model, the NSWGR BBW 
riveted ballast wagon.

This model will be available with 
three different bogie types and dec-
oration to cover the eras from the 
late 1920s to the 1990s.

The BBWs will be available in 
12 different three-wagon packs.

Tooling has been completed and 
production is due to star t after 
Chinese New Year with a release 
expected mid-2021.

The next major project for IDR 
Models is the VR diesel electric rail 
motor (DERM) and MT trailer. This 
model is in the tooling stage and is 
expected to be released late 2021 
or early 2022.

The model will represent the 
DERM from the conversion from 
PERMs in the 1950s to today.

Ixion Model Railways
On-going central government 

restrictions on movement, staffing 
and factory operations in China con-
tinue to delay the VR J Class 2-8-0 
steam locomotive. However, Ixion 
has confirmed the first 200 locos 
are expected to be completed in 
mid-March; these will be 100 each 
of J500 and J535. The remainder of 
the production run should be under 
way a fortnight later. As a small gift 
to its patient customers, Ixion is 
including an unannounced accesso-
ry with each locomotive.

Orient Express Reproductions
Orient Express Reproductions 

has received its re-run OBf SAR/
ANR/AN four-wheel open wagons. 
These are available in five different 
three-packs.

Powerline Models
The SRA of NSW ‘candy’ 

48 class project and the VR 
Z coaches VLP4 and R707 liveries 
are pending delivery dispatch from 
China.

In production are the SCT PBSY 
vans, to be marketed under the 
Railmotor Models/Train World ban-

Auscision Models NOCY pilot model in SRA of NSW 
Tuscan livery in HO scale due later in 2021

Auscision Models ROCY pilot model in  
SeaTrain livery in HO scale due later in 2021.

Auscision Models NQKY pilot model in  
FreightCorp livery in HO scale due later in 2021.

Auscision Models 'Tangara' four-car EMU pilot model in SRA of NSW 'candy' livery in HO scale due later in 2021.

 Auscision Models 'Tangara' four-
car EMU pilot model in CityRail 
blue livery in HO scale due later in 
2021.

Casula Hobbies’  
pilot model of the NSWGR ABV 

biscuit van, in HO scale.

 IDR Models’ pi lot model 
NSWGR BBW riveted ballast wagon 
(early) in HO scale.
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Three projected deliveries are all 
affected and each project was from 
a different supplier. SDS Models 
remains optimistic the situation will 
improve in 2021 and can return to 
normal delivery times soon.

The SRA of NSW 81 class loco-
motives are awaiting assembly; all 
parts are on hand and all the paint-
work is complete with only the final 
decoration to be finalised.

The VR D³ class 4-6-0 steam 
locomotives have most of the 
paintwork complete and are await-
ing assembly.

The VR PL class passenger 
coaches are painted and partially 
assembled; final assembly will 
occur in March 2021.

SDS Models second re-run of 
the NSWGR FO end platform cars 
arrived in January 2021 and were 
received extremely well. Somewhat 
surprisingly, the varnished carriage 
set from the 1900s has been the 
most sought-after pack, the subtle 
variation of colour in the side pan-
elling is a huge credit to the ven-
dors’ paint and decoration staff.

Future re leases for  2021 
include:

re - too led  Aus t ra ins  NEO 
NSWGR LHG brake van, KP 
mail sorting van, the LFX dog-
box and HCX branch line mixed 
van; and
a re-run of the SAR/ANR/AN/NR 
SO/SOC/AOQF/ROQF wagon.
In early February, SDS Models 

received the first running pilot 
model of the Eureka Models VR 
K class 2-8-0 steam locomotive. 
This required a degree of re-engi-
neering to match the standards 
SDS Models adopted for the VR 
D³ class 4-6-0 steam locomotive. 
Fortunately, the changes are rela-
tively straightforward and the sup-
plier is hoping to have the tooling 
production ready before mid-year.

Note: All pre-existing Eureka 
Models customers will receive their 
VR K class models directly from 
Eureka Models; SDS/Phoenix 
Reproductions will also have a 
quantity for sale.

The Phoenix Reproductions 
NSWGR D50 and D53 class stand-
ard goods steam locomotives’ 
engineering is complete and 
Phoenix anticipates running pilot 
models to arrive late in the third 
quarter of 2021.

AMRM NEWS continues on 
page 62

IDR Models’ pilot model NSWGR BBW  
riveted ballast wagon (late) in HO scale.

IDR Models’ digital rendering of its future model of the VR DERM (early) in HO scale.

IDR Models’ digital rendering of its future model of the VR DERM (late) in HO scale.

IDR Models’ digital rendering of its future model of the VR MT trailer car in HO scale.

ner. The prototype 30 PBSY vans 
were built in China and entered ser-
vice early in 2017. PBSYs are of a 
similar design to the earlier PBGY, 

with the exception that they have 
two central doors and larger mid-
height bracing, and a slightly 
increased drawgear capacity.

SDS Models
Untimely labour and materials 

shor tages have impacted SDS 
Models planned delivery cycle. 



Australian MODEL RAILWAY Magazine April 2021. Page 61

VALE
JOHN REGINALD EASSIE 

1948–2020

On New Year’s Eve 2020, a year that most 
of us would rather forget, we received the ter-
ribly sad news of the passing of John Eassie. 
He would have been 73 in January 2021.

I knew John for almost 60 years — since I 
was 14 years old — from his involvement as 
president of Meadowbank Boys High School 
Railway Club and I was president of Asquith 
Boys High School Railway Club about 1963.

We both started railway apprenticeships at 
Eveleigh in 1964 and had many great times 
and trips on tours and regular trains during 
what modellers often call the ‘transition’ era, 
chasing or travelling on the last steam-hauled 
trains to everywhere. He enjoyed the chase so 
much that he took up rallying, initially in a bat-
tered old Volkswagen.

John did not complete his apprenticeship. 
He left the railway in his fourth year to try his 
hand at more entrepreneurial pursuits, both at 
home and abroad. This included such exotica 
as ship broking and producing performance cars and car parts — partic-
ularly for the rally market.

John’s first foray into the commercial model railway scene was as an 
agent for several importers, including the Trix range (the 12 V DC side of 
the Märklin brand), one of the brands he sold to hobby shops. One of the 
shops he serviced was the growing Casula Hobbies that was then transi-
tioning from a newsagency to a full-blown model railway shop. Joe 
Callipari’s desire for a more easily assembled range of NSWGR kits was 
a subject discussed and, as it happened, John, in his desire for a range 
of 1:43 scale Holden and Ford cars, understood where these kits could 
be made locally. In mid-to-late-1980 the TRAX range of HO scale goods 
wagons kits were introduced to Australian modellers through their local 
hobby shop. John (and Joe, who was his partner in the exercise) then 
released other kits including the LCH and derivatives, S, K, RU and TRC 
vans until — in the mid-1980s John sold his share of the business to 
Joe, the range then being marketed as Silvermaz, still available and quite 
popular today.

In the meantime, John had found a China-based manufacturer for the 
TRAX 1:43 scale car range, his favourite cars being among the first pro-
duced. He also commenced his venture into brass models from Korea 
and ready-to-run models from China.

I had lost touch with John until the mid-1980s when he suddenly 
burst back onto the model railway scene with his TRAX 48 class. This 
was followed in due course by the FS/BS/RBS, MHO and MHG models. 
Though clunky by today’s remarkably high RTR standards, these were 
ground-breaking in their time and many of the body shells are still 
around, often re-wheeled and re-motored almost 40 years later.

He assisted Beverley and Roger Jones to set up Powerline Models 
and was their technical adviser on the 81 class project. In 1986 he sold 
the TRAX range of HO scale railway models to Powerline Models and 
worked with them marketing the model car range to hobby shops.

John used the RTR business as a springboard to produce a range of 
fine brass models of highly sought-after NSW locos, including his 
12 class and 30T class, recognised by many as among the best 
HO scale models produced. He further diversified the scale model motor 
vehicle range, particularly focusing on iconic Australian made popular 
prototypes.

Around 1992, he sold the TRAX model car range to a group associat-
ed with Matchbox and moved on again — this time helping with the pro-
duction of the Trainorama Pullman cars, VLX and MRC goods vans. In 

1997 he joined in a par tnership with Tom 
Fisher of Tom’s Hobbies fame to produce the 
Austrains 80 class. Now this one was not as 
clunky as previous model locomotives and, at 
last, there was a smooth-running powerful 
RTR loco available to the masses without 
having to butcher an Athearn SD9 along the 
way. The 80 class was quickly followed by 
his 36 class, the first reasonably accurate 
RTR Australian-produced steam outline 
model.

In the years since, John pioneered a huge 
range of locos, goods vehicles and passenger 
cars, primarily for the NSW and VR modeller, 
but also with SAR and CR/ANR locos. His 
NR class has had more runs than a visiting 
cricket team on the subcontinent.

John wasn’t afraid of competition and 
went out of his way to induct others into the 
industry, by introducing them to his Chinese 
manufacturers and encouraging them to 

accompany him on his trips to their facilities. He was often the leading 
sponsor of exhibitions and conventions, realising that they showcased 
the industry and broadened the reach of his business.

Over the last 30 years I would meet up with John at exhibitions sever-
al times each year and spend about 30 minutes chatting about models, 
the model industry, old acquaintances, travel (he’d visited over 200 coun-
tries), fishing, 4WD adventures and our other interests.

I am told he could be a bit short with some enquirers, but PR was not 
his forte — producing models was. His mantra was “If you like it, buy it; 
if you don’t like it, don’t buy it.” As one commenter most aptly put it, 
“John did well out of the model railway industry and we did well out of 
John’s models”.

John married his wife, Margot, in 1972 in the UK before heading back 
to Australia and setting up home in Ryde, NSW.

They raised four children, Elizabeth, Victoria, Ian and Christopher and 
six beloved grandchildren, Emily (18), Nicholas (16), Charlie (15), Jack 
(12), Harry (8) and Holly (8).

His children remember many weekends of getting into the family 
station wagon to ‘chase trains’, waiting by road-sides near train tracks in 
the most remote of areas, but just in the perfect position to catch a 
glimpse of whatever train it was he was chasing that day. Not to mention 
regular visits to the ‘Rusty Train Museum’ at Thirlmere.

Within the family, John was known as ‘Grumpy’. His grandchildren 
will always remember him playing solitaire on his computer, sleeping in 
‘his’ chair whenever they came to visit and yelling answers at the TV dur-
ing The Chase and Jeopardy.

He also had a companion in Eva, who would often accompany him to 
country and interstate exhibitions and on overseas safaris.

On behalf of the railway modellers of Australia, we offer his family our 
heartfelt condolences at this difficult time.

I have lost another friend from my youth, one who shared my experi-
ences as a young man. They are becoming fewer — and I am saddened 
by it.

The Australian model railway industry has lost an absolute giant of a 
figure; Without his foresight and entrepreneurial flare we would all still be 
running Lima and Hornby.

Thank you, John, for your friendship — and your models.
Rest in peace, old mate.

John Shields
(with some historical assistance from AMRM staff)
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TrainBuilder
TrainBuilder has received pilot 

models of the VR V coaches and 
VR Harris EMU suburban coaches.

Trainorama
Trainorama has advised that the 

SAR/ANR/AN 930 class locomotive 
production run will commence 
March–April 2021; this will be fol-
lowed by the NSWGR 49 class 
locomotive production run.

Wuiske Models
The ever-pro l i f ic  team at 

Wuiske Models are working on 
what they say is a ‘game chang-
er ’ HOn3½ flexible track with 
accurate sleeper dimensions for 
Q u e e n s l a n d  Ra i l w a y s  w i t h 
code 75 nickel silver rail and 
semi heat resistant sleepers. 
These will be available in boxes 
of fif teen 914 mm (three-foot) 
lengths.

Gwydir Valley Models — Australian agents for Dwarvin Lamplighters 
(1.5 mm version shown).

MAILBAG

Australian MODEL RAILWAY 
Magazine welcomes letters on 
any pertinent model railway sub-
ject for inclusion in Mailbag. 
Let ters should be sent  to 
Mailbag, SCR Publications, PO 
Box 345, Matravi l le  2036, 
emailed to amrmagzn@tpg. 
com.au or faxed to (02) 9661 
4323. All Mailbag contributions 
must include the writer’s name, 
address and phone number to 
permit verification. Contributions  
without this information will not 
be considered for publication.

 Editor

Behind the Fence ‘Mucklefest’
I refer to Behind the Fence 

‘Mucklefest’ article in the February 
2021 issue of AMRM.

The first photo in this ar ticle 
describes the piece of machinery 
depicted as a traction engine.

This is not so. This machine is 
the ‘remains’ of a portable or trav-
elling engine.

Portable engines were used by 
threshing contractors out in the 
bush to provide power to agricul-
tural machinery in farmers’ fields at 
harvest time.

The por table engine can not 
move itself, but would be drawn 
along the roads by a traction 
engine; the drawbar on the front 
axle is obvious in the photograph.

The por table engine would be 
set up next to the threshing machine 
in the field; a heavy leather endless 
belt would run between the two 
machines to drive the thresher.

My comment on the machine 
being the ‘remains’ of a por table 
engine is based on the facts that 
while this machine has a boiler, 
smoke box, fire box and chimney, 
and undercarriage and a single cyl-
inder still in place, it seems to be 
without piston rod, slide bars, 
cross-head, connecting rod, crank-
shaft, valve gear and large belt 
pulley-flywheel.

If the boiler was operational, all 
it could do is to supply steam to 
the large hooter alongside the 
funnel.

But, at least it’s nicely painted 
up in what might be VR Canadian 
Red.

Bill Pearce
Melbourne, Vic

Mailbag

Sample version of Wuiske Models 
HOn3½ flexible track.

Diary

All Scales
Gwydir Valley Models

Gwydir Valley Models has just 
become Australian agents for 
Dwarvin Lamplighters. These are a 
lighting without wiring unit by using 
high-intensity fibre optic. Also 
available are level crossing lights 
and a range of street lights, bill-
boards and industrial building 
lights.

Gwydir Valley Models will also 
soon be the distributors of Morley 
controllers from the UK.

The AMRM Team

Exhibitions & Expos
BUNDABERG – QLD. March 20-21, 2021. 
Model Train & Hobby Expo, Bundaberg 
Multiplex Spor ts & Convention Centre. 
Invitations to exhibitors have been sent. The 
club will monitor COVID-19 restrictions in the 
coming months to evaluate impact on expo. 
Australian Model Railway Association, Qld 
Inc. 
BRISBANE – QLD. May 1-2, 2021. Australian 
Model Railway Association Qld Inc, at the 
Exhibition Building, Gregory Terrace, Brisbane 
Showgrounds Bowen Hills.
WODONGA – VIC. May 15-16, 2021. Murray 
Railway Modellers Annual Model Train Show. 
Nell Wilson Pavil ion, Wodonga Show 
Grounds, Wilson St, Wodonga. 9am-5pm 
(Sat), 10am-4pm (Sun). $10 adults, $20 
families $5 concession. Grant 0417 538 700 
or find us on Facebook.
galamy@bigpond.com
CLAREMONT – WA. June 5-7, 2021. 
Australian Model Railway Association WA 
Inc. Model Railway Exhibition, Robinson 
Pavi l ion, Claremont Showgrounds, 1 
Graylands Rd, Claremont.
GLEN WAVERLEY – VIC. June 12-14, 2021. 
Waverley Model Railway Club Annual 
Exhibition, Brandon Park Community Centre, 

654 Ferntree Gully Road, Glen Waverley. 
10am-6pm (Sat) 10am-5pm (Sun) 10am-
4pm (Mon). Adults $12, Children $6, Family 
$30. exhibitions@waverleymrc.org.au
ROSEHILL – NSW. June 12-14, 2021. Great 
Train Show, Rosehill Gardens Grand Pavilion, off 
Grand Avenue, Rosehill. Mike 0408 817 554.
secondhand@eppingmodelrailway.org.au 
www.eppingmodelrailway.org.au

SEMINARS & CONVENTIONS
EPPING – NSW. April 10, 2021. SCMRA 
Seminar, Epping Creative Centre, Dence Park, 
26 Stanley Road, Epping. Prior registration 
essential. ESMRA, PO Box 345, Matraville. 
(02) 9311 2036 or amrmagzn@tpg.com.au
EPPING – NSW. July 31, 2021. Modelling the 
Early Days of the NSW Railways Workshop 
2021, Epping Creative Centre, Dence Park, 26 
Stanley Road, Epping. Prior registration 
essential. PO Box 345, Matraville. (02) 9311 
2036 or amrmagzn@tpg.com.au
ADELAIDE – SA. September 4, 2021. 
Modelling the Railways of South Australia 
Convention, Flinders Medical Centre lecture 
theatres, Bedford Park. 8.30am registration. 
9am-5pm (Sat). Registration forms: MRSAC, 
PO Box 356, Parkholme SA 5043. Please 
check convention website for up to date 

information. convention@mrsac.com 
www.mrsac.com 

OPEN DAYS
MARCH CANCELLED – BRISBANE – QLD. 
March 14 and Sunday September 12 subject 
to COVID-19 restrictions. Open 9am-2pm 
(Sun). Union Pacific Model Railroad Club wel-
comes visitors to view our large American 
model trains in operation at our Clubrooms, 
rear of Holland Park Sports and Community 
Club, 49 Abbotsleigh St, Holland Park. sec_
upmrc@bigpond.com or 0439 435 366.
CALOUNDRA – QLD. March, 27, 2021. Sale 
day and model train display, Uniting Church 
Hall, Queen Street, Caloundra. 8.30am-1pm. 
Covid19 protocols apply. Table bookings 
Terry (07) 5491 4617 
Treasurer.cdmra@gmail.com.

SALE DAYS
BRISBANE – QLD. June 15 subject to COVID-
19 restrictions. Buy and sell night (Tue). 
Union Pacific Model Railroad Club at our 
Clubrooms, rear of Holland Park Sports and 
Community Club, 49 Abbotsleigh St, Holland 
Park. Registrations from 6pm. Sale com-
mences 8pm. 0439 435 366 or 
sec_upmrc@bigpond.com
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More O Scale?
I just received the February 

2021 issue of AMRM. I had to have 
a chuckle over Mr Gurnett’s letter 
regarding N scale. I model NSWGR 
in O gauge ¼-inch scale. I haven’t 
seen many ar ticles in that area! 
Keep up the excellent magazine.

Paul Garrett
Chapman, ACT

From Bag to Bulk
I read with much genuine inter-

est, Wayne Hoskin’s article about 
grain handling in South Australia, 
titled ‘From Bag to Bulk’ (February 
2021 AMRM).

Unlike New South Wales and 
Victoria; the long, tortuous, bureau-
cratically and politically fraught 
affair for South Australia and South 
Australian Railways (SAR) to, well, 
‘catch up with the Jones’s’ is a 
major revelation to me.

Surely voters in South Australia 
deserved far better than what was 
spoon-fed to them, didn’t they?

Why was South Australia state 
politics so wilfully blind for so long 
anyway?

However, what really got my full 
and undivided attention, is the mini-
mal mention of rolling stock con-
versions (such as H wagons to HB 
covered grain hopper wagons).

There was a colour photograph 
of a BGB kit HB covered hopper in 
SAR grain haulage service in the 
August 2001 AMRM.

What does perplex me here, is 
why was there so very little men-
tion of what was — for the former 
SAR — so crucial a technological 
watershed moment?

Especially so when one consid-
ers that the USA had developed the 
watershed Big John covered hop-
per only a few years earlier — in 
1961.

With the overall review of multi-
celled grain silos dotted across 
South Australia, why was so little at 
all mentioned of the SAR’s efforts 
to catch up with NSW and Victoria?

Can AMRM publish an ar ticle 
on the SAR HB covered hopper, 
please?

The HB covered hopper may not 
be ‘sending SA grain rocketing off 
to the stars’, but those wagons did 
‘green light’ South Australian bulk 
commodity innovation.

That’s a fact inside and outside 
South Australia, that we should 
indeed be proud of.

Derek Cox
Diamond Creek, Vic

Ausstraalian MOODEL RAAILWWAY Magaa

THE 2021 WORKSHOP ON 
MODELLING THE  

EARLY DAYS 
OF THE NSW RAILWAYS

will be held on
Saturday, 31 July 2021

at Dence Park Creative Centre
26 Stanley Road, Epping

 
by post or email.

Details of the programme to follow.

SCR PUBLICATIONS
PO Box 345, Matraville 2016

Phone: (02) 9311 2036
Email: amrmagzn@tpg.com.au

www.australianmodelrailways.com

This book will take you on a journey through 100 years of the history of 
NSW Railways, from its beginnings in 1855 at the dawn of the steam era 
until 1957 when the legacy of the steam locomotive passed on to newer and 
more capable technologies. Along the way we will look at over 320 items of 

Locomotives of all types (steam, electric, diesel-hydraulic and diesel-electric) will 
be discussed as will railmotors and rail cars, passenger carriages, goods wagons 
and support vehicles. Tramways, an integral part of the Railway administration 
for many years, including horse, steam, cable and electric trams, have also been 

colour. Following many years of research and analysis, the history that we 
have known from black and white images can be brought to life in the colours 
that people of the time would have instantly recognised. The research has 
uncovered many original samples of paint colours taken from the fabric of 
NSW Railways historic vehicles which have been analysed to unlock a wealth 
of information about the pigments, paints and colours that were actually used 
at different times during this hundred year period. During the course of this 
research a great deal of new information has been uncovered, including NSW 

Railways documents describing the paints and the pigments used to make them, newspaper articles describing the liveries 

at the Eveleigh Carriage Paintshops in the early 1950s. The results of this research have been used to create images of 

aspirations of the various personalities involved in the development of the Railways, the fashions of the time, evolving 
paint technology, wartime and social change.
Illustrator for this book, Greg Edwards, has interpreted the data uncovered by this research to prepare more than 130 
colour drawings to bring this black and white world to life.

EVELEIGH PRESS
is proud to present a new standard in railway history publishing with the release of

New South Wales Railways
in Colour

1855–1957
by Garry Saunders with drawings by Greg Edwards

NOW AVAILABLE $145.00 plus postage
SCR PUBLICATIONS
PO Box 345 Matraville 2036

Telephone: (02) 9311 2036 www.australianmodelrailways.com
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EVELEIGH PRESS
proudly presents the

BRUCE MACDONALD COLLECTION
Three unique books on Australian model railways, tramways and industrial railways

SPRING, SPARK & STEAM
A history of Australian model railways up until the 1960s. 144 pages.

$60.00 plus postage

THE STEAM TRAM IN AUSTRALIA  
& NEW ZEALAND

This book provides coverage of the various systems of the two countries. 184 pages. 
$70.00 plus postage

IRON WORK HORSES
This book cover the industrial steam locomotives that worked in Australia. 176 pages.

$54.00 plus postage

SCR PUBLICATIONS
PO Box 345 MATRAVILLE 2036

Telephone (02) 9311 2036
www.australianmodelrailways.com

Self Contained Drive Bogies powered 
by Mashima 1220 or 1224 Motors

Custom Assembled $95.00

Black Beetle with matching dummy
Beetle $122.00

Wheelbases from 25.5 
to 40mm

9.6mm disc
10.5mm disc and 10 spoke
11.08mm 9 spoke
11.6mm disc
12.0mm disc
12.25mm disc and 12 spoke
14mm disc
Most sizes available in 

All prices include GST

Phone: (03) 5956 9389
Visa, Mastercard.

ADVERTISING 
DEADLINE

June 2021 Issue

Advertising deadline is: 
15 April 2021

The June 2021 issue should be 
available at the normal outlets around  

20 May 2021.
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES

Australian Subscribers
One Year (6 issues) Print or Digital $66.00
One Year (6 issues) Print and Digital $75.95
Two years (12 issues) Print or Digital $127.00
Two years (12 issues) Print and Digital $145.90
Three years (18 issues) Print or Digital $188.00
Three years (18 issues) Print and Digital $217.85

Overseas Subscribers
Asia-Pacific
One Year (6 issues) Print $105.00
One Year (6 issues) Digital $60.00
One Year (6 issues) Print and Digital $114.95
Rest of the world
One Year (6 issues) Print $132.00
One Year (6 issues) Digital $60.00
One Year (6 issues) Print and Digital $141.95
All overseas print copies are sent by airmail.
Please highlight or circle the option required.

Why you should subscribe?

It really does make sense. We know it 
is sometimes difficult to find AMRM at the 
newsagent or hobby shop. We are working to 
improve that, but a subscription makes it so 
much easier to ensure that you never miss a 
copy. Your copy of the Australian Model Rail-
way Magazine can be delivered to your mail-
box and now also direct to your screen!
Yes, your favourite magazine is now also 
available online, the same subscription rate 
applies to either the print or digital copy, but 
the best choice is to select both, which only 
adds $9.95 to the normal subscription price.
Overseas subscribers who select only the 
digital version will now pay the same as Aus-
tralian subscribers, ie no additional postage 
costs.

Order Form (Feel free to copy to preserve your magazine)

Name .............................................................................................
Address .........................................................................................
.......................................................................................................
Postcode..............
Phone ............................................................................................
Email .............................................................................................
Please start/continue my subscription from Issue .......................

I enclose a cheque/money order payable to SCR Publications,  
PO Box 345 Matraville NSW 2036 for $..................... or charge
$..................... to my Visa/MasterCard
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 
Expiry __ __ / __ __
Current Membership No.  ..........................................................................
Name on card ............................................................................................
Signature ....................................................................................................

You can also subscribe online at www.australianmodelrailways.com

The digital version using Zinio Reader can 
be viewed on PC and Apple computers, 
iPad and Android tablets.

MODEL RAILWAY
AUSTRALIAN

MAGAZINE

Kanunda &  
Emu Flat

G Class Locomotives part 2

Location to model: the Morpeth line

Issue 347 Vol. 30 No.2
ISSN 0045-009X

ILWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY
$11.00

APRIL 
2021

9 7 7 0 0 4 5 0 0 9 0 0 9

0 2
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HOBBY SHOP DIRECTORY

COMMERCIAL: $9.00 per line, minimum of $21.00. 
Continuous or Advance insertions not guaranteed.

PRIVATE: 60 cents per word – name, address and 
phone number free. Minimum $6.00 per insertion. 
Continuous insertions not guaranteed.

All monies must accompany copy, which must be 
written clearly on paper or emailled to amrmagzn@
tpg.com.au. Phone insertions not accepted.

Send all copy and payment to SCR Publications, 
PO Box 345, MATRAVILLE, 2036. All copy must 
be received by advertising deadline for the issue 
required. (Advertising Deadlines listed on page 5.)

MARKET PLACE

RAIN    ORLDT W PTY
LTD

290 Bay St, Brighton, Victoria 3186
Ph: (03) 9596 6342 or Fax: (03) 9596 3917

 internetsales.tw@trainworld.com.au  www.trainworld.com.au
  facebook.com/trainworld   

We do: orders, back orders, holds, lay bys, mail orders, 
phone orders, service and advice.

We accept: Eftpos, Visa, Mastercard, money orders or cash.

OPEN 7 DAYS, 360 Days per year 
Monday to Thurs 10am - 6pm Friday 10am - 9pm Sat 9am - 5pm 

Sunday & Public Holidays 11am - 4pm

WOODPECKER
MODEL RAILWAYS

www.woodpeckermodelrailways.com.au
Shop 8/7 Joyce Street, PENDLE HILL 2145

Open Tuesday - Friday 10am - 5.30pm 
Saturday 9am - 2pm

Phone (02) 9636 3855YOUR SPECIALIST MODEL RAILWAY SHOP 
No cars, planes. Only trains!

VIC BARNES  
CYCLE & MODEL TRAIN CENTRE

Trading since 1949
Stocking 00, HO & N in Australian, US, British & Japanese outline, scenic 

items & much more. We buy S/Hand trains.
MAIL ORDER

213 Lambton Rd. New Lambton, 2305
Phone (02) 49521886

VISA – MASTERCARD – AMEX
email: barneshobbies@bigpond.com

www.barneshobbies.com.au

                 The ARHSnsw Bookshop
                         Central Station Grand Concourse
           www.arhsnsw.com.au
For the largest & best world wide selection of quality 

railway books, magazines, diagrams, maps, art & videos.

Mon- Fri 9.30am to 5.30pm /Sat. 10am to 4pm
Contact: (02) 9699 4595 

Email: sales@arhsnsw.com.au 

              
                
         

M&K MODEL RAILWAYS
 For all model trains and accessories  New and second hand 

(licensed dealer)  All gauges and leading brands  Mail orders 
welcome  Indoor and outdoor model train tourist attraction

 Retail shop, ride-on train, tea room, groups welcome

50 Old Maryborough Road, Pialba 4655
Phone: (07) 4124 1979. Fax: (07) 4124 3623

www.mkmodelrailways.com Email: mkrail@bigpond.ner.au
Facebook: M & K Model Railways

PH 07 3352 3333 FAX 07 3352 3300
MAIL ORDERS – All major Credit Cards & EFTPOS welcome

Cnr Stafford Rd & Shand St, Stafford 4053

Suppliers of Fine Model Railway and Constructive Hobby Equipment
490 Dorset Road, Croydon 3136

Ph: (03) 9723 1211
Fax: (03) 9723 5432 Website: www.branchline.com.au

Email: trains@branchline.com.au
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10am-6pm, Sat. 9am-5pm

Phone, Fax, Mail & Credit Card Orders Welcome.

OPEN TUESDAY TO SUNDAY EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

brian@junctionmodels.com.au

COMPETITION AND CONSUMER ACT 2010
The above act contains strict regulation on advertising. It is not possible for this company to ensure that advertisements which 
are published in this magazine comply with the Act and the responsibility must therefore be on the person, company or advertis-
ing agency submitting the advertisement for publication. In case of doubt, consult your legal adviser. 

SCR Publications
PO Box 345, Matraville 2036

147 Pacific Highway, Hornsby
Telephone: (02) 9476 2588
Facsimile: (02) 9987 0239

Mon-Fri 9am-5pm. Thurs 9am-7pm
Sat 9am-4pm. Sun closed

micromodels@bigpond.com. www.hobbylandaustralia.com.au

RETAIL SHOP AT TOORMINA POST OFFICE 
TOORMINA GARDENS SHOPPING CENTRE

0439 566 391
Hornby, Peco, Tamiya, SDS, Austrains, Eureka,  

Trainorama, Woodland Scenics, etc.

www.thetrainshop.com.au

NSW
NORTH COAST

COFFS

NSW

QLD SA

VIC

COMMERCIAL
FOR SALE

SIGNAL BOXES OF THE NSW RAILWAYS & 
TRAMWAYS by Robert Taaffe. Very limited stocks 
remaining. Don’t miss out. Complete sets  (Vol 1 to 4) 
inc postage $440. Individual copies of Vols 2, 3 and 4 
including postage $110 each. Contact Bob at signal-
boxbook@gmail.com

PRIVATE
FOR SALE

AUSCISION A66 V/Line “Cheese Burger” $295;  
V/Line PH453 Power Van blue $65; Auspower C513 
Freight Link $195; C503 SSR yellow $225; Austrains 
G540 Pacific National $295; NSW FS candy coaches 
twin pack $225. Prices include postage. Phone 0487 
420 637.
BROADWAY LIMITED HO scale BHP SD40-2 dual 
mode DC/DCC Paragon Sound (see AMRM October 
2020) $325. Contact bhinton3801@gmail.com
LONE STAR Model Railway. 195 pieces of track,  
15 wagons, 9 coaches, 11 buildings, 4 steam loco-
motives, 5 steam loco tenders, 2 diesel locomotives. 
Greg 0416 239 610.
TENTERFIELD (NSW). House with huge model train 
layout in 23 X 9 metre shed. Contact: Steve Alford 
0428 100 328. Website: www.alfordduff.com.au

WANTED
JORDON – Highway Miniatures 1:87 scale 1920 
Fordson Tractor kit or other model of above. Phone 
0448 611 401.
MARKLIN model railways and accessories (pre-
1970) wanted by keen collector. Contact Chris on 
0419 493 868.
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SCMRA SERVICE DIVISION
The Southern Cross Model Railway Association offers 
AMRM readers a number of services.

Photocopies of out of print issues of AMRM are 
available at a cost of $1.10 a page. A minimum charge 
of $5.50 is applicable plus postage. Payment can be 
made in $1.10 stamps for orders under $7.70. Just 
check the indexes for the article you require and write to 
the SCMRA Service Division, with (estimated) payment. 
Extra payment, if needed will be advised.

Magazine Binders for AMRM and other similar sized 
magazines are available in blue vinyl and are equipped 
with twelve wire holders. Each binder costs $16.00, 
plus $11.00 postage within Australia. A name sheet 
showing the magazine’s title and volume number for 
insertion in the plastic pocket on the binder spine is 
included with each order.

AMRM indexes: Indexes for Volumes 13-28 are 
available at a cost of a $1.10 stamp per single order or 
2 x $1.10 stamps for multiple indexes. To obtain these, 
send the stamp/stamps and a stamped self addressed 
95mm x 225mm envelope (for a single index) or 
larger 230mm x 320mm envelope stamped $3.30 for 
multiple indexes with a request detailing the indexes 
required. Indexes are also available to download from 
www.australianmodelrailways.com

For further details on service items write to: 

SCMRA
PO Box 345, MATRAVILLE, 2036
www.australianmodelrailways.com

HOBBY SERVICES DIRECTORY
SAN MATEO LINE
Searchlight Signals for VR and SAR in HO and N.
Colour Light Signals for QR and NSW in HO.
Upper Quadrants for VR and SAR in HO.
VR Somersault Lattice Mast Semaphores. RTP
Etched brass kits with LEDs or fully assembled and painted  
models, made to order .
Available from hobby shops or 
San Mateo Line, PO Box 2205, Mildura 3502 
www.sanmateoline.com.au
sales@sanmateoline .com.au Ph. 0428 236 055

EZI KITS
Now producing quality NSWGR “early days”

loco. kits (HO), including the Class 1, M40, A93, 
B55, B205, T14, D334, D261, J522, J131, Q158 

Tank and Z16.
All kits are complete with motor, gearbox, wheels, 

etc.
Email bj48@grapevine.com.au

or phone 02 6254 2526 (6pm-9pm)

 EasyDCC Command Control
 FastTracks Point Jigs
 TCS & Soundtraxx Decoders
 IRDOT Infrared Detectors

Ph: 02 6732 5711

  

Valley

Models

VaVaVV

DATA SHEETS
Highly detailed drawings to HO scale with photographs 
and information describing NSWGR locomotives and 
Lineside Data Sheets, drawings and information 
describing NSWGR buildings and structures.  New 
sheets produced regularly.

12 WHALAN PLACE, KALEEN, ACT 2617
Email: datashet@grapevine.com.au

Website: 
http://members.iinet.net.au/~datashet_vdsl/

REDFERN WORKS
HO scale kits for pre-1900 NSWR

using 3D print, urethane & brass castings/etches
1855 A, 1858 D (10) & 1878 Gun Powder goods wagons

1st & 3rd 1855 Sydney Railway Company Cars
16 Green St., Kogarah, 2217         0432 882 593

https://redfernworks.com.au/

No.208  - February 1998 No.214 - February 1999
No.209 - April 1998 No.215 - April 1999
No.210 - June 1998 No.216 - June 1999
No.211 - August 1998 No.217 - August 1999
No.212 - October 1998 No.218 - October 1999
No.213 - December 1998 No.219 - December 1999
The above issues are priced at $5.50 a copy, plus postage.
No.220 - February 2000 No.221 - April 2000
No.222 - June 2000 
The above issues are priced at $5.90 a copy, plus postage.
No.223 - August 2000 No.224 - October 2000
No.225 - December 2000 No.226 - February 2001
No.227 - April 2001 No.228 - June 2001
The above issues are priced at $6.50 a copy, plus postage.
No.229 - August 2001 No.235 - August 2002
No.230 - October 2001 No.236 - October 2002
No.231 - December 2001 No.237 - December 2002
No.232 - February 2002 No.238 - February 2003
No.233 - April 2002 No.239 - April 2003
No.234 - June 2002 No.240 - June 2003
The above issues are priced at $7.00 a copy, plus postage.
No.241 - August 2003 No.247 - August 2004
No.242 - October 2003 No.248 - October 2004
No.243 - December 2003 No.249 - December 2004
No.244 - February 2004 No.250 - February 2005
No.245 - April 2004 No.251 - April 2005
No.246 - June 2004 No.252 - June 2005
The above issues are priced at $7.50 a copy, plus postage.
No.253 - August 2005 No.254 - October 2005 
No.255 - December 2005 No.256 - February 2006
No.257 - April 2006 No.258 - June 2006
No.259 - August 2006 No.260 - October 2006
No.261 - December 2006 No.262 - February 2007
No.263 - April 2007 No.264 - June 2007
No.265 - August 2007 No.266 - October 2007
No.267 - December 2007 No.268 - February 2008
No.269 - April 2008 No.270 - June 2008
No.271 - August 2008 No.272 - October 2008
The above issues are priced at $8.00 a copy, plus postage.
No.273 - December 2008 No.274 - February 2009
No.275 - April 2009 No.276 - June 2009
No.277 - August 2009 No.278 - October 2009
No.279 - December 2009 No.280 - February 2010
No.281 - April 2010 No.282 - June 2010
No.283 - August 2010 No.284 - October 2010
No.285 - December 2010
The above issues are priced at $8.50 a copy, plus postage.
No.286 - February 2011 No.287 - April 2011
No.288 - June 2011 No.289 - August 2011
No.290 - October 2011 No.291 - December 2011
No.292 - February 2012 No.293 - April 2012
No.294 - June 2012 No.295  - August 2012
No.296 - October 2012 No.297 - December 2012
The above issues are priced at $9.00 a copy, plus postage.

No.298 - February 2013 No.299 - April 2013
No.300 - June 2013 No.301 - August 2013
No.302 - October 2013 No.303 - December 2013
No.304 - February 2014 No.305 - April 2014
No.306 - June 2014 No.307 - August 2014
No.308 - October 2014 No.309 - December 2014
The above issues are priced at $9.50 a copy, plus postage.
No.310 - February 2015 No.311 - April 2015
No.312 - June 2015 No.313 - August 2015
No.314 - October 2015 No.315 - December 2015
No.316 - February 2016 No.317 - April 2016
No.318 - June 2016 No.319 - August 2016
No.320 - October 2016 No.321 - December 2016
No.322 - February 2017 No.323 - April 2017
No.324 - June 2017 No.325 - August 2017
No.326 - October 2017 No.327 - December 2017
No.328 - February 2018 No.329 - April 2018
No.330 - June 2018 No.331 - August 2018
No.332 - October 2018 No.333 - December 2018
No.334 - February 2019 No.335 - April 2019
No.336 - June 2019 No.337 - August 2019
No.338 - October 2019 No.339 - December 2019 
The above issues are priced at $10.00 a copy, plus postage.
No.340 - February 2020 No.341 - April 2020
No.342 - June 2020 No.343 - August 2020
No.344 - October 2020 No.345 - December 2020
No.346 - February 2021 No.347 - April 2021
The above issues are priced at $11.00 a copy, plus postage.

POSTAGE: 
Australia: $3.30 (250g); $5.50 (500g)
Overseas: 
New Zealand: $8.10 (250g); $12.00 (500g).
Asia/Pacific: $8.80 (250g); $13.10 (500g). 
Rest of World: $13.50 (250g); $20.00 (500g)

Larger parcels – by surface mail    
No. of Copies  Base Plus for each
 rate for additional
 3-4 copies 4 copies
New South Wales  10.00 0.50
Victoria, South Australia, Queensland 11.00 1.00
Tasmania & Western Australia 12.00 2.20
Northern Territory  13.50 3.00
Overseas                         Rates on application

Please list issues required on a sheet of paper separate from 
any other matter, complete with printed postage instructions 
(i.e. name and address).  Please allow at least 21 days for the 
delivery of goods. 

BACK ISSUES

Post your order and payment to:

SCR PUBLICATIONS
PO Box 345 MATRAVILLE 2036

Cheque, money order or credit card accepted

Orders can also be made online at www.australianmodelrailways.com
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The 2021 AMRM Calendar
Two Calendars 
in One – Twice 

the Value 

26 Colour Photos
Simply flip for 
your favourite

$20.00
From your local hobby 
shop or usual supplier 

or $25.00 posted direct 
from

SCR PUBLICATIONS
PO Box 345 

Matraville NSW 2036
Telephone 9311 2036

www.australianmodelrailways.com
TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME

January 2011
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

2021

AUSTRALIAN MODEL RAILWAY MAGAZINE

The 2021 diesel calendar features VR 
C509 at Ballarat station on the cover. In-
side Mount Newman Mining 5500 leads 
5462 and 5472 on an iron ore train in 
Chichester Rangers, Pacific National 
NR28/NR53 and 8117 between Parkes 
and Condobolin, ANR locomotives 865, 
869 and 851 on an Eyre Peninsula wheat 
train, QR Sunlander between Cairns and 
Innisfail, Tasrail locomotives D2021, 
DQ2003 and ZP2100 near Penguin in 
northern Tas mania, 4303 and 4301 on a 
steel train near Port Waratah, VR X52 and 
SAR 931 on the Overland on Bank Box 
Loop, NSWGR 4421 on the Canberra-Mon-
aro Express north of Michelago, WA X1030 
and steam engine W904 on a goods train 
between approaching Balingup, SSR 
48s35, 4911, 4904, 4917 and C510 on 
a grain train at Binalong, QR 1256 on 
a goods on the outskirts of Stanthorpe, 
C503, 847 and S313 on an express freight 
near Eden Hills, 

January 2011
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

2021

AUSTRALIAN MODEL RAILWAY MAGAZINE

The 2021 steam calendar features NSW-
GR 2-6-2 2605 departing Portland Cement 
Works on the cover. Inside NSWGR 3675 
and 6014 on a goods train near Toongi, 
VR J558 hauls a goods train to Korong 
Vale,  QR D17 262 on a Brisbane suburban 
service near Vulture Street, Beyer Garratt 
406 under lights at Peter borough, NSWGR 
3144 near Talbragar ballast siding, WAGR 
G233 shunting wagons on the jetty at 
Bunbury, NSWGR 5167 slogs up the grade 
near Mandurama, VR R748 at Serviceton 
on a train from Dimboola, NSWGR 3324 
approaching Galong with a mixed train, QR 
Mayne Locomotive Depot with a variety of 
locomotives, NSWGR 5919 at Warnervale 
on the Short North, WAGR Dm587 outside 
the shed at East Perth depot.

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SATURDAY 15 MAY 2021 
9am to 5pm 

SUNDAY 16 MAY 2021 
10am to 4pm 

 
layouts, trade stalls, clinics, displays 

Program subject to change 
 

NELL WILSON PAVILION, 
WODONGA SHOWGROUNDS 

WILSON ST, WODONGA 
www.murrayrailwaymodellers.com.au 

email: galamy@bigpond.com 
Phone: 0417 538 700 

MODEL RAILWAY 
SHOW 

Are You Missing Copies of AMRM?
Volumes 1 to 21 of AMRM are now available on DVD to 
complete your collection

Each issue is searchable and the disk contains an index to Articles and 
Authors.
A copy of  MagIndex for issues 1-100 is also included.
The files are in PDF format and articles can be printed for easy 
reading. 
A copy of  Adobe Reader is also provided on the DVD.

UP TO 2 DVDs ORDERED TOGETHER $25.00 EACH
3 OR MORE DVDs ORDERED
TOGETHER $23.00 EACH POSTED

Discount not available online

SCR PUBLICATIONS
PO Box 345, Matraville 2036. Phone 9311 2036

www.australianmodelrailways.com

VOLUME 21NOWAVAILABLE!
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RRAY/RRBY/RRGY - 5 CAR ARTICULATED CONTAINER WAGON

TS8 - STOCK RACE

Coming 2021

Queensland 2400 Class & 1550 Class 
in 12mm and 16.5mm 

Special price $195 for box of 3 hoppersXGAY, WGBY, WGSY, BGSY,

HO TRACKSIDE
SOUTHERN RAILWITH

TS7 - SANDING TOWER TS5 - CEMENT WORKS
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All Aboard Modellbahn 6
Auscision 7, 13
Australian Model Craft Co 72
Berg’s Hobbies 10
Casula Hobbies 9
Decoder Wiz 14
Epping Model Railway Club Exhibition 64
Eureka Models 15

eTrains 16
Eveleigh Press 8, 63, 64
IDR Models 10
Ixion Model Railways 14
Kadee Quality Products 16
Models ‘N More 14
Model O Kits 8
Morley Controllers 12

Murray Railway Modellers 68
On Track Models 12
Orient Express Wholesalers 11
Ozrail Model Trains 17
Pamak 8
Phoenix Reproductions 2
Powerline 12
Roving Wolf 16

SCMRA Seminar 16
SCR Publications 66, 67, 68 
Steam Era Models 64
SDS Models 3
Southern Rail 69
Track Planning Services 14
Train World 71
Early Days of the NSW Railways 63

2021 amRm calendar ($25.00 including postage)    $ .
38 – 2016 Reprint ($70.00 plus postage)  $ .
44 – the World down under ($65.00 plus postage)  $ .
46 – Portrait of a classic ($70.00 plus postage)  $ .
alco dL541: nSWR 45 & SaR 600 classes ($30.00 plus postage)  $ .
amRm on dVd, Volume 1 ($25.00 including postage)  $ .
amRm on dVd, Volume 2 ($25.00 including postage)  $ .
amRm on dVd, Volume 3 ($25.00 including postage)  $ .
amRm on dVd, Volume 4 ($25.00 including postage)  $ .
amRm on dVd, Volume 5 ($25.00 including postage)  $ .
amRm on dVd, Volume 6 ($25.00 including postage)  $ .
amRm on dVd, Volume 7 ($25.00 including postage)  $ .
amRm on dVd, Volume 8 ($25.00 including postage)    $ .
amRm on dVd, Volume 9 ($25.00 including postage)    $ .
amRm on dVd, Volume 10 ($25.00 including postage)    $ .
amRm on dVd, Volume 11 ($25.00 including postage)   $ .
amRm on dVd, Volume 12 ($25.00 including postage)    $ .
amRm on dVd, Volume 13 ($25.00 including postage)    $ .
amRm on dVd, Volume 14 ($25.00 including postage)    $ .
amRm on dVd, Volume 15 ($25.00 including postage)    $ .
amRm on dVd, Volume 16 ($25.00 including postage)    $ .
amRm on dVd, Volume 17 ($25.00 including postage)    $ .
amRm on dVd, Volume 18 ($25.00 including postage)    $ .
amRm on dVd, Volume 19 ($25.00 including postage)    $ .
amRm on dVd, Volume 20 ($25.00 including postage)    $ .
amRm on dVd, Volume 21 ($25.00 including postage)    $ .
australian trains:  
newcastle Express ($22.00 including postage)    $ .
central West Express ($22.00 including postage)     $ .
Southern Highlands Express ($22.00 including postage)     $ .

diesel Spectrum:  
Victoria – blue & Gold Era ($12.00 including postage)  $ .
nSW – Reverse Livery ($12.00 including postage)  $ .
Qld – the blue and White Era ($12.00 including postage)  $ .
nSW – candy Livery ($12.00 including postage)  $ .
Private operators – Part 1 ($12.00 including postage)   $ .

australian diesel Scene: 3 ($25.00 plus postage)  $ .
australian diesel Scene: 4 ($25.00 plus postage)  $ .
australian diesel Scene: 5 ($25.00 plus postage)   $ .
australian diesel Scene: 3, 4 and 5 ($75.00 including postage)  $ .
byways of Steam: 8 ($27.00 each plus postage) LOW STOCK  $ .
byways of Steam: 9 ($27.00 each plus postage)  $ .
byways of Steam: 10 ($30.00 plus postage)  $ .
byways of Steam: 11 ($33.00 plus postage)  $ .
byways of Steam: 12 ($33.00 plus postage)  $ .
byways of Steam: 13 ($38.00 plus postage)  $ .
byways of Steam: 14 ($34.00 plus postage)  $ .
byways of Steam: 15 ($35.00 plus postage)  $ .
byways of Steam: 16, 17 & 18 ($38.00 each plus postage)  $ .
byways of Steam: 18 ($40.00 plus postage)  $ .
byways of Steam: 19 ($38.00 plus postage)  $ .
byways of Steam: 20 ($40.00 plus postage)   $ .
byways of Steam: 21 ($40.00 plus postage)  $ .
byways of Steam: 22 ($40.00 plus postage)   $ .
byways of Steam: 23 ($38.00 plus postage)   $ .
byways of Steam: 24 ($40.00 plus postage)  $ .

byways of Steam: 25 ($40.00 plus postage)        $ .
byways of Steam: 26 ($40.00 plus postage)        $ .
byways of Steam: 27 ($45.00 plus postage)  $ .
byways of Steam: 28 ($45.00 plus postage)     $ .
byways of Steam: 29 ($45.00 plus postage)   $ .
byways of Steam: 30 ($45.00 plus postage)     $ .
byways of Steam: 31 ($50.00 plus postage)   $ .
byways of Steam: 32 ($50.00 plus postage)    $ .
byways of Steam: 33 ($50.00 plus postage)    $ .
byways of Steam: Encore ($35.00 plus postage)    $ .
the Fourth byways collection ($100.00 plus postage)  $ .
the Fifth byways collection ($100.00 plus postage)  $ .
the Sixth byways collection ($115.00 plus postage)  $ .
the Seventh byways collection ($115.00 plus postage)  $ .
the Eighth byways collection ($115.00 plus postage)  $ .
the ninth byways collection ($115.00 plus postage)  $ .
the tenth byways collection ($115.00 plus postage)  $ .
clydes among the cane: Fiji’s Sugar R’way ($20.00 plus postage)   $ .
coaching Stock of the nSW Railways 1 ($100.00 plus postage)  $ .
coaching Stock of the nSW Railways 2 ($120.00 plus postage)  $ .
coaching Stock of the nSW Railways 3 ($110.00 plus postage)  $ .
coaching Stock of the nSW Railways 1-3 ($300.00 plus postage)  $ .
conquering the blue mountains ($50.00 plus postage)   $ .
day of the Goods train ($60.00 plus postage)  $ .
Essays in Steam ($15.00 plus postage)  $ .
Gerald dee ($60.00 plus postage)    $ .
Goods Wagons of the new South Wales Railways 1855-1905 
  ($110.00 plus postage)    $ .
Green diesels – 40 and 41 classes ($30.00 plus postage)  $ .
History of the SaR, Volume 5 ($70.00 plus postage)    $ .
History of the SaR, Volume 6 ($70.00 plus postage)    $ .
Hudson brothers ($75.00 plus postage) NEW!  $ .
Iron Work Horses ($54.00 plus postage)    $ .
Kicked out Like a dog –  
  the turbulent career of thomas midelton ($40.00 plus postage)  $ .
new South Wales Railways in colour 
  1855-1955 ($145.00 plus postage)   $ .
o.b. bolton's Engine Portraits ($45.00 plus postage)    $ .
Ray Love’s days of Steam ($50.00 plus postage)    $ .
Shale & Shays ($78.00 plus postage)    $ .
South australian Steam memories ($65.00 plus postage)    $ .
South maitland Railways ($30.00 plus postage)   $ .
Spring, Spark & Steam ($60.00 plus postage)   $ .
Standards in Steam: 53 & 55 class Soft cover ($50.00 plus postage)  $ . 
Steam across the border ($28.00 plus postage)     $ .
Sydney Suburban Steam ($30.00 plus $7.20 postage)     $ .
the Steam tram in australia & new Zealand ($70.00 plus postage)  $ .
time of the Passenger train – 1st division ($60.00 plus postage)  $ .
time of the Passenger train – 2nd division ($60.00 plus postage)   $ .
time of the Passenger train – 3rd division ($60.00 plus postage)   $ .
tulloch ($85.00 plus postage)     $ .
amRm binders ($16.00 plus postage)  $ .

Plus Postage   $ .
total   $ .

Eveleigh Press Publications
If your local hobby shop does not stock Eveleigh Press books, then order direct from SCR Publications.

unless specifically stated in the price, items posted incur a packaging and postage rate of $11 plus $1 for each additional item up to a maximum of $15.00 and must 
be added to the order total.

Name ..........................................................................................

Street ...........................................................................................

Suburb .................................................... Postcode....................

Phone ..........................................................................................

Card Number  Mastercard  Visa

Expiry date........../..........  Signature..............................................
BOOKS CAN ALSO BE ORDERED ON LINE AT www.australianmodelrailways.com

Cheque, Money Order or Card Payment only. Cheques payable to SCR Publications. Allow at least ten working days for return of order. 

SCR PUBLICATIONS
PO Box 345, MATRAVILLE 2036 • Phone (02) 9311 2036

ADVERTISING INDEX
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290 Bay St, Brighton, Victoria, 3186.
www.trainworld.com.au / www.facebook.com/trainworld

Credit Card, Direct Deposit, Cheque, PayPal or Money Order.

Mon-Thur 10am-6pm, Fri 10am-9pm, Sat 9am-5pm, Sun & Public Hols 11am-4pm. Subj to restrictions

internetsales.tw@trainworld.com.au (03) 9596-6342

www.trainworld.net.auwww.trainworld.net.au

Australia’s Premier Train Shop 24/7
ON-LINE STOREON-LINE STORE

RMW3-1-0001 PBSY Freighter PBSY-0001C Mid-2021 $65.00ea
RMW3-1-0002 PBSY Freighter PBSY-0002L Mid-2021 $65.00ea
RMW3-1-0005 PBSY Freighter PBSY-0005P Mid-2021 $65.00ea
RMW3-1-0006 PBSY Freighter PBSY-0006B Mid-2021 $65.00ea
RMW3-1-0008 PBSY Freighter PBSY-0008T Mid-2021 $65.00ea
RMW3-1-0009 PBSY Freighter PBSY-0009F Mid-2021 $65.00ea
RMW3-1-0019 PBSY Freighter PBSY-0019N Mid-2021 $65.00ea
RMW3-01023 PBSY Freighter PBSY-0023N Mid-2021 $65.00ea

RMW1-3-6 PBGY Multi-Freighter PBGY-0006L  Avail $59.95ea
RMW1-3-79 PBGY Multi-Freighter PBGY-0079C  Avail $59.95ea
RMW1-4-144 PBGY Multi-Freighter PBGY-0144J  Avail $59.95ea
RMW1-4-103 PBGY Multi-Freighter PBGY-0103Y  Avail $59.95ea
RMW1-5-34 PBGY Multi-Freighter PBGY-0034R Avail $59.95ea
RMW1-5-40 PBGY Multi-Freighter PBGY-0040M  Avail $59.95ea
RMW1-6-85 PBGY Multi-Freighter PBGY-0085U Avail $59.95ea
RMW1-6-97 PBGY Multi-Freighter PBGY-0097A  Avail $59.95ea
RMW2-1-0006 PBHY Greater Freighter  PBHY-0006Y Avail $55.00ea
RMW2-1-0007 PBHY Greater Freighter  PBHY-0007A Avail $55.00ea
RMW2-1-0021 PBHY Greater Freighter  PBHY-0021X Avail $55.00ea
RMW2-1-0033 PBHY Greater Freighter  PBHY-0033L Avail $55.00ea
RMW2-1-0042 PBHY Greater Freighter  PBHY-0042K Avail $55.00ea
RMW2-1-0043 PBHY Greater Freighter  PBHY-0043T Avail $55.00ea
RMW2-2-0003 PBHY Greater Freighter  PBHY-0003K Avail $55.00ea
RMW2-2-0004 PBHY Greater Freighter  PBHY-0004I Avail $55.00ea

SCT: PBSY Coming soon.  PBGY & PBHY Available

Arriving mid 2021
SCT PBSY

Sample in store
Order Today



Distributed by:

AUSTRALIAN MODEL CRAFT CO.
P.O. Box 245 Arundel, QLD 4214 (Trade enquiries only)

If you cannot obtain any PECO product, 
contact us on the PECO HOTLINE 07 5528 
9686 for a list of AMC PECO hobby shops.
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SL-U8361 Right hand 
#6 Turnout (Unifrog)

SL-U8362 Left hand 
#6 Turnout (Unifrog)
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Fine scale track spi
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THE #1 CHOICE FOR ACCURACY AND QUALITY

Correct tie spaci
ng
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machined switch blades

Our Code 83 turnouts are 
scaled from A.R.E.A. drawings 

and comply with N.M.R.A. 
standards.

COMING SOON


