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Getting to grips with Gondola »

The iconic Lake District steam yacht
exquisitely replicated from scratch




The Admiral from DMI (Dansk Modelflyve Industri)isa &

true classic of mid-20th-century model boating and is still fondly remembered among
enthusiasts. Originally released in 1965, the kit represented one of the company’s
finest wooden cabin cruiser models, designed to reflect the elegant motor yachts of
the postwar period. With its sleek lines, long foredeck, and spacious cabin superstruc-
ture, the Admiral carried the visual DNA of the stylish pleasure craft of the 1950s and
60s. At just about one meter (100 cm) in length, it had real presence on the water,

offering hobbyists not only a beautiful display piece but also a model with excellent
sailing potential for its time.

619 Admiral

Classic Yacht
Wooden Hull 1:20

L. 100 W. 24 H. 31cm
(in factory stock)

= EXTRA FLAGS INCLUDED K
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Take a Iook at our 74 kits at billingboats.com

E No retail sale

Jonn our facebook group with 9000 modelbuilders
cebook.com/groups/billingboats

Contact us at service@BillingBoats.com

Dealer list here:
BillingBoats.com/distributors



www. rmobilemarinemodels.com

3 Very fine Ladies ..

.. with Debudante Status !

( more than 20 years of continuous production )
avalilable under the ..

Budget Building System

or as _
il Kits
( Includes Electric Lights )

1900s Twin Screw Steam Tug

Lady T

l.o.a. 876mm / 341/2"

WW2 Single Screw Steam Tug

Lady Jan

l.o.a. 1015mm / 40~ 1940s Twin Screw Steam Tug

Visit our website for Full Range ~ Lady Wooes

lo.a. 1016mm / 40" |}

Tugging Ahead ... " .. With
Full Colour Catalogue £8-50
MOBILE MARINE MODELS Includes Postage
Model Tugnology the driving force = actory Visitors Welcome
The Boat Shed, Highcliffe Park Ingham CIiff, Lincoln LN1 2YQ tel: 01522 730731 / 689209
DEANS MARINE peane tarine 5675 Visit the NEW OUTLET CENTRE /
CONQUEST DROVE, FARCET. Sgblgiftsiﬁgsggiogo SHOWROOM FOR KITS & ACCESSORIES
PETERBOROUGH, PE7 3DH Albion alloys £1.50 The only model boat shop, showroom, and a
01733 244166 £4..00 postage each test pond_

www.deansmarine.co.uk Orill 41or £13.,50 Indl p&pirk
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52 Double the fun

Glynn Guest presents some handy
hints and tips for those wanting to sail
more than one model at a time

56 Flotsam & Jetsam:
Sizing up Seehund

John Parker dives into the history of,
and the modelling options for, this
World War Il midget sub

60 Boiler Room

Richard Simpson offers some
practical advice on how to deal with an
apparently seized engine

71 Your Letters/

Your Models

Brilliant builds and fascinating input
from your fellow readers

66 Memory Lane:

Best of British, Pt. 2

Dave Wiggins reflects on RCS Ltd's
transition from analogue to digital
systems

78 Save money with a
subscription!

Check out the latest print and
digital deals and get your favourite
magazine for less

82 Next month...

Just three of the reasons why you
won't want to miss the April 2026
issue of Model Boats

WELCOME TO

THE MARCH
2026 ISSUE OF
MODEL BOATS

Thematically, this month we're going to
be taking the rough with the smooth!
The latter can certainly be applied

to the model that can be created from the
free pull-put plan for Ray Wood’s gorgeous
gentleman’s slipper launch - cue Frank
Sinatra and Luck be a Lady! At the other end
of the spectrum, if you fancy engaging your
inner George Clooney in one of his grittier
roles, as skipper of the Andrea Gail in The
Perfect Storm, then we have a hands-on build
review of the Billing Boats’ kit for that ill-
fated commercial swordfishing boat. The film
dramatizes the final days of vessel and her
crew before being lost off the coast of Novia
Scotia in 1991 when three major weather
systems converged, something meteorologists
described, and Hollywood later picked up on,
as “The Perfect Storm" - a nightmare scenario.
The model, however, makes a perfect/dream
candidate for those of you who like nothing
better than tackling some serious weathering
of your own.

Likewise, other content takes us from the
tranquil cruising to be had from an exquisitely
scratch-built scale replica of the iconic Lake
District steam yacht, Gondola, and the majestic
ocean liner SS America, to all the thrills and
spills of R/C model yachting. And if the latter
has always appealed but up until now you've
been a little unsure of what's involved and/or
how to get started, John Goodyear provides
an all-you-need-to-know beginners’ guide.

Plus, there's also lots more best practice

advice, hints and tips on both operating two
models simultaneously and dealing with an
apparently seized engine (see Glynn Guest's
Double the Fun feature and Richard Simpson's
latest instalment of Boiler Room). We haven't
forgotten the submariners amongst you

either, as the history of the Seehund, along

with the options for further scaling down this
experimental World War |l midget sub — whether
as a static display piece or as a working example,
is the subject of this month’s always surprisingly
diverse Flotsam & Jetsam series. There's
another trip down Memory Lane for vintage
radio gear enthusiasts, too. And finally, you'll
find the Your Models/Your Letters section — my
favourite pages to work on. Why then are they
positioned right at the back? Well, quite simply,
as far as I'm concerned, you have more than
earned the right to having the last word.

There's already some cracking content lined
up for the next edition (on sale Friday, March
20), including an article on the somewhat
controversial topic of Al (Artificial Intelligence)
and the ‘work smarter, not harder’ potential
it offers us as modellers. Trust me, the
long-term ramifications of Al worry me, too
- Sarah Connor did try and warn us, after all.
Hopefully, however, I'll be back!

In the meantime,
enjoy your read,

Lindsey




NEW
RANGE!

LIPO BATTERIES:
7.4v650mah - £7.50
7.4v 850mah - £9.50

7.4v 1300mah - £12.99
7.4v 1800mah - £14.99
7.4v3200mah - £24.99
11.1v 1300mah - £15.99
11.1v 1800mah - £16.99
11.1v2200mah - £16.99
11.1v2800mah £29.99

QL

6 GHANNEL RADIO
RADIO INCLUDES RECEIVER
RRP £50.99

OUR PRICE £39.99!

MICROZONE SUPER SPECIAL OFFER!

01865 848000

Unit 16B Cherwell Business Centre

(Part of Station Field Industrial Estate)
Rowles Way, Kidlington, OX5 1JD

www.howesmodels.co.uk

Fast mail order - Overseas postage at cost

NEW MODEL JUST RELEASED!
COMPUTER RADIO WITH GOLOUR SCREEN
-INGLUDES RECEIVER

OUR PRICE £59.99!
— I -

LARGE RANGE OFF HIGH QUALITY
7.2 VOLT BATTERY PACKS

2000MAH - £11.99
3000MAH - £15.50
3300MAH - £15.99
3800MAH - £19.99
4000MAH - £24.99
5000MAH - £26.99

NEW ABSIMA SR4S

4 CHANNEL RADIO!
ABSIMA 4 Channel 2.4GHz Combo
Transmitter & Receiver!
Adjustable Travel Volume On Rudder
Semo. OUR PRICE ONLY

Additional Receivers Available

N
et

. . .

Fuaba rUTABA T6L

2.4GHz 6 CHANNEL
RADIO INCLUDES
R3106GF RECEIVER

OUR PRICE
£94.99!

Lead Acid Batteries
6VOLT 1.0 AMP - £4.99
6VOLT 1.3AMP - £4.99
6VOLT 3.4 AMP - £6.50
6VOLT 4.5 AMP - £5.99

6VOLT 7 AMP - £7.99
6VOLT 12 AMP - £12.99
12VOLT 2.3 AMP - £8.99
12VOLT 3.2 AMP - £9.99

12 VOLT 4.5 AMP - £9.99
12 VOLT 7 AMP - £12.99

6V JELLY CHARGER - £9.99
12V JELLY CHARGER - £9.99

Kingmax Sail
Winch Servo’s

Dimensions 40x19x38mm
1.5 Turn Standard Size Servo Speed:
0.9/360 Torque: 6.1kg - Only £11.99
2.0 Turn Standard Size Servo Speed:
0.9/360 Torque: 6.1kg - Only £11.99
4.0 Turn Standard Size Servo Speed:
0.9/360 Torque: 6.1kg - Only £11.99
4.0 Turn Standard Size Metal Gears
Speed: 0.9/360 Torque: 12kg - Only £15.99
6.0 Turn Standard Size Servo Speed:
0.9/360 Torque: 6.1kg - Only £11.99
6.0 Turn Standard Size Metal Gears
Speed: 0.9/360 Torque: 12kg - Only £15.99

-

Standard

NEW HORIZON 30 INCH

HARBOUR TUG BOAT RTR
COMES READY TO RUN WITH
ELECTRONICS AND RADIO GEAR
HAS A OPERATIONAL WATER PUMP!
REQUIRES 11.1V BATTERY & CHARGER
RRP £509.99

OURPRICE £479.99

2.4GHz Receivers
Absima 2CH Receiver £25.95
Radio Link 8CH Receiver £14.99
Futaba R3106GF 6CH £26.99
Futaba R2006 4CH 2.4Ghz £39.99
Futaba 3006SB 6CH FHSS £47.50
Futaba R202GF 2 Ch 2.4GHz £25.99
Planet 6CH 2.4GHz RX £21.99
Absima 4CH Receiver £25.95
FlySky FSA6 6Ch RX (for FS-14X) - £14.99
Flysky FS-iAGB 6Ch RX (for FSi6) - £18.99
SPEKTRUM RECEIVERS AVAILABLE!
SPEKTRUM DSM2 ORANGE - £18.99

HOBBYWING®
NEW RANGE OF ESCS
1060 60A FOR BRUSHED MOORS. NIMH & LI-
PO COMATIBLE! - £22.49
BRUSHLESS ESCS
SEAKING 30A - £27.99
SEAKING 60A - £51.99
PROGRAM CARD - £9.99

UPER SERVO SPECIAL!
METAL GEARED
15KG HI-TORQUE SERVO B3}
Standard Size
Fits All Brands

ONLY £9.99!

= ®

o

=
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Includes receiver

Additional RX £14.99

6 Channel Computer

radio with a ton of

features and setting

adjustments!
Includes receiver

Additional RX £16.99

FLYSKY FS-14X

4 Channel radio set from
Flysky. Great value and

Only £39.99!

FLYSKY FS-16

Only £54.99!

SHARK BRUSHLESS ESC'S
NEW RANGE OF BRUSHLESS ESC’S. DIFFERENT
AMPS AVAILABLE FOR MOST MOTORS

20AMP - £19.99 30AMP - £21.99
40AMP - £24.99 50AMP - £56.99
60AMP - £43.99 80AMP - £55.99

U Awaniks- Waterproof

Marine Speed Controllers
NEW RANGE WITH LOW PRICES!

10A 4.8-12v ONLY £34.99
15A 6-12 V ONLY £34.99

15A PLUG N PLAY 6 -12v - £34.99
15A 12-24 V ONLY £41.99
25A 6-12 V ONLY £47.99

5A PLUG N PLAY 6 -12v - £47.99
40A 6-12 V ONLY £60.99
X RADIO LINK 90A ESC
(ALSO LIPo SAFE!) ONLY £29.99!
OBBYWING 60A 1060 ESC - £22.49

BRUSHLESS SPEED CONTROLS
MTRONIKS G2 HYDRA 15A BRUSHLESS
RRP £55.99 - NOW £49.99
MTRONIKS G2 HYDRA 30A BRUSHLESS
RRP £69.99 - NOW £62.99
MTRONIKS G2 HYDRA 50A BRUSHLESS
RRP £95.99 - NOW £85.99
MTRONIKS MICRO SWITCHER - £19.99

at Great Prices
7.4v 1000mah - £11.99
7.4v 1300mah - £12.99
7.4v 1600mah - £14.99
7.4v2200mah - £14.99
7.4v 3900mah - £25.50
11.1v 1000mah - £14.99
11.1v 1300mah - £16.99
11.1v 1600mah - £20.99
11.1v2200mah - £17.99
11.1v 3900mah £36.99
11.1v 5000mah - £48.99

20KG - £13.99
25KG - £14.99
30KG - £17.99
35KG - £24.99

60KG-£29.99 j

OR 2 FOR £14.00!

SUPER STRENGTH METAL
GEARED WATERPROOF SERVOS!
INCLUDE FITTINGS & METAL ARM'

SPECIAL OFFER!

FUTABA 4YF RADIO SET
4 CHANNEL SET IDEAL FOR MODEL
BOATS. TX & RX - RRP £159.99

OUR PRICE - £84.99!

SERVOS

POWER 3KG STANDARD - £5.99
OR SPECIAL OFFER 2 for £8.00!
NEW! FUTABA SU300 DIGITAL - £14.99
RADIENT 5KG BB WATER RES - £10.99
FUTABA SU400 4.5KG S-BUS - £32.50
FUTABA SU301 S-BUS - £19.99
HITEC 325 BALLRACE - £19.99
POWER HD 9g Micro £3.50
OR 4 For £13.50
HOWES 15KG MG SERVO £9.99
(2 FOR £14.00!)

MICRO METAL GEARED £4.99
MINI SERVO ONLY £4.00 (4 for £15.00)
HIGH POWERED BALLRACED £7.99

SAIL ARM, WINCH &
SPECIALIST SERVOS

HITEC 785 HB SAIL WINCH
‘WITH FULL ROTATION DRUM
OUR SPECIAL PRICE £36.99
HITEC 765BB SAIL ARM
‘WITH 12 CM LONG ARM
OUR SPECIAL PRICE £36.99
FUTABA HIGH VOLTAGE DIGITAL
S-BUS SERVO SU400 - £34.99
HITEC HS 805BB SAIL ARM HUGE
WITH 20KG TRQ £37.99

v &




NEW HENG LONG
686 RTR TUG BOAT

MODEL COMES WITH 2.4GHz
HANDSET, BATTERY AND
CHARGER! LENGTH - 28CM
AVAILABLE IN GREEN OR
BLACK! RRP £39.99

OUR PRICE - £34.99!

NEW DEALS ADDED DAILY ON WEBSITE!

01865 848000 WWW.HOWESMODELS.CO.UK
PLEASE NOTE: PRICES IN OUR ADVERT ARE LIABLE TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

NEW RADIO LINK ESC!

90A WATERPROOF ESC!

WORKS WITH NI-MH AND

LI-PO BATTERIES!
»

MTRONIKS Hydra 154, 30R, 50A Brushless

Motor and Speed Controller Comho
Auto set up - Forwards and reverse - 6.0 to 12.0V Operation _.-
Motor Speciation /7
KV (rpm/v) - 1100 - Power - 120W
Diameter: 28mm - Length: 38mm
Hydra 15A Combo - Only £69.9
Hydra 30A Combo - Only £80.99
Ideal Replacement for 380 - 400 Motors
Hydra 50A Combo - Only £143.99

OUR SPECIAL
INTRODUCTIONARY PRICE

ONLY £29.99!

MTRONIKS T10 LI-PO SAFE ESCS

For use in RC boats that allows for the use of Lipo battery packs
as well as the usual NiCAD/NiMH/Lead Acid batteries

i;‘ 15A - RRP £44.99 OUR PRICE £39.99

Receiver & Transmitter Batteries

N,
@ 4.8VOLT PACKS
200MAH FLAT OR SQUARE - £6.
2400MAH FLAT OR SQUARE £9.99

6 VOLT PACKS
1200MAH FLAT OR TRIANGLE - £8.99

30A - RRP £59.99 OUR PRICE £53.99
50A - RRP £77.99 OUR PRICE £69.99

1600MAH FLAT OR TRI AE CELLS - £11.99
SUPER SERVO SPECIAL! £2400MAH FLAT ORTRI- £11.9
.6 VOLT TRANSMITTER PACKS
@ 1200 MAH FLAT - £15.00
% 7 2000 MAH FLAT- £19.9

HOWES STANDARD SERVO
4KG TORQUE - INCLUDES FITTINGS
SIZE - 40.3 X 19.8 X 38.6MM

NEW UDI JETSKIS!

At 362mm long, these ready to run jet skis
feature powerful jet pumps and superior
underwater performance. Able to navigate freely
in shallow and rocky waters!

Brushed Version - £59.99
Brushless Version - £69.99

R S G Wi 2 e

"y

W.A.HT .ﬂD
WE BUY SECOND HAND &

RADIO CONTROL
MODELS

FROM SMALL ITEMS TO
COMPLETE
COLLECTIONS

CAN BE COLLECTED

PLEASE CALL US
ON 01865 848000

NLY £4.99 EACH! 2400MAH FLAT £22.99
AAA RECEIVER PACKS!

OR2FOR|  4.8v800MAH FLAT OR SQUARE - £14.99

y|  6v8ooMAH FLAT OR TRIANGLE - £17.50

£8.00!| 2/3r0smeameries, raror square

4.8V 600MAH - £6.50

WINTER SPECIAL!

_ AND ASK FOR NICK

pd ik o

SEAPORT WORK BOAT TUG WITH (
JOYSWAY DRAGON | woRKING WATER CANNON! ) 7o
Fo RCE V8 READY TO RUN BOAT NOW WITH FANTASTIC NEW RANGE
. 2.4GHz RADIO GEAR OF BRUSHLESS MOTORS!
Length 650mm Height 1338mm & LITHIUM BATTERY
VERY POPULAR RC YACHT! IDEAL UPGRADES FOR 385 AND
Now with improved winch ser.vo e G40 SEZED BRUSHED MOTORST
X 1
Ready to Run with 2.4GHz radio RRP £99.99 FR:RTCZE?I?RK(Y J%?;?SK,V
OUR PRICE i
RRP £339.99 ALSO AVAILABLE WITH ESC'S AS
oNLY £299.99 £89 99| COMBOS! CHECK WEBSITE FOR BEST
° H DEALS AND PRICES!
ARTR VERSION (NO RADIO)
ONLY £249.99 Electric Motors NEW! VOLATEX ARROBOLT ~|PROPS, SHAFTS ETC
385 5-POLE £3.99 each SELF RIGHTING BRUSHLESS SPEED ~ FOLLOWING
NEW HENG LONG 400 3-POLE £6.99 g | BOAT!READYTORUNFROMTHEBOX, | BRASS PROPS M4 2/3 BLADE
SEA GOD 6 KARTING _ 540 3-POLE £3.99 % INCLUDES 2 BATTERIES! M4 NYLON PROPS 2/3 BLADE
BRUSHLESS SPEED BOAT . '545 5-POLE £3.99 8 k| AVAILABLE IN GREEN ORBLUEANDYOU | STAINLESS STEEL SHAKTS M4
LENGTH 24CM - GREAT FUN! " 683 5-POLE £4.00 CAN RACE MORE THAN ONETOGETHER! NEW LOWER PRICES!
™~ MFA RE 140 (3-6v) £2.75 CAPPABLE OF SPEEDS OF 30KM/H! x
/a8 = ;,‘b MFA RE 170 (1.5-3v) £3.75 oﬁ’&" ;‘f;gHQQ 3‘
=7 = MFA RE 360 (6-15v) £4.99 i -
NN': __/ MFA 380 (3-7.2v) £5.75 Extension Leads
M| | 1 e seRbo L o
MFA RE 540 (4.5-15v) 3 POLE £7.50 SERV ATNS 200imm LO-A:
Only £44.99! MFA TORPEDO 800 £25.99 P Il e

HANDSET, BATTERY & CHARGER INCLUDED

MFA TORPEDO 850 £25.99

WITH SELF RIGHTING!
AVAILABLE IN 2 COLOURS!

GREAT FUN! BATTERY POWERED
LENGTH - 34CM - WIDTH - 10CM _

o,

NEW FTX GLADER TURBOJET
READY TO RUN SPEED BOAT

OUR PRICE ONLY £49.99!

150mm - £0.75 200mm - £0.80
300mm - £0.85 S500mm - £0.99
1 Meter - £1.60
Y LEAD £1.75 each
BEC/JST RED BOTH ENDS £0.90
SWITCH HARNESS £3.99

- —

|

RRP £54.99

-

SALINA SPEED BOAT

LARGE READY TO RUN CRUISER BOAT

P ‘ BY HENG LONG LENGTH OVER 70CM!

-

—_— /
INCLUDES HANDSET, POWERFULL 8.4V

JUST ADD 4 X AA BATTERIES FOR HANDSET

BATTERY & CHARGER.

ONLY £84.99!
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MALBANK 6TH FORM COLLEGE
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CHESHIRE, CWS SHO

ADULTS: £5.00
OAP: £3.00/ CHILD £2.00
WWW.SCMMC.CO.UK
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~ & you have a news story for these pages, please contact the
Editor, Lindsey Amrani, via e-mail at editor@modelboats.co.uk

OUT AND ABOUT

South Cheshire Militaire

del Show

The South Cheshire
Military Modelling Club
will welcome visitors to
its Universal Model Show
at the Malbank 6th Form
College, Welsh Row,
Nantwich, Cheshire CW5
5HD from 10am to 5pm
on Sunday, February 22,
2026. On display will be

a wide variety of models,
including competition
entries, plus there will

be live demos, family
friendly attractions and
refreshments available.
Admission will be charged
at £5 for adults, £3 for
OAPS and £2 for children.
For further details visit
https://www.scmmc.co.uk

Peterborough Scale
Model Show

From 10am to 4pm on Sunday, March 1, 2026, the
Peterborough Scale Model Club will be hosting a show at
the Stamford Welland Academy in Green Lane, Stamford,
Lincolnshire PE9 1HE, sponsored by modelsforsale.com. As

well as a wide variety of exhibits,
Peterborough
Scale Model Club

visitors will be able to browse
SCALE MODEL SHOW

the latest kits and equipment
offered for sale on attending
trade stands and purchase
refreshments in the onsite café.

Admission will be priced at £5 sponsored by Modelsforsale com
(cash only on the door), while I

acco_mpanied under 16s will bg 5‘5%-4]{*][‘ Xq-.“-’—
admitted free of charge — profits SUNDAY 1ST MARCH 2026

from the event supporting the
charity Models for Heroes.

For further information, email
PSMC-show-secretary@
outlook.co.uk or visit https://
peterboroughscalemodelclub.
co.uk/events

AT STAMFORD WELLAND ACADEMY
Green Lane, Stomford. Uncolnthire PEY 1HE

Supported Charity: Models for Heroes
PLUS Trade Stands. selling the lates! kits & equipment

10AM TO 4PM

ADMISSION £5 (CASH ONLY ON THE DOOR) - UNDER 145 FREE
FOOD AVAILABLE

Wakefield Open Model Show

& Competition

From 10am to 4.30pm

on March 8, 2026, IMPS
Wakefield & District and
White Rose FMS will be
putting on the Wakefield
Open Model Show &
Competition at Wakefield
Exchange, Union Street,
Wakefield WF1 3AD.
Visitors will be able to
view club stand exhibits,
competition entries

and trade stands and
admission will be charged
at £5, with all day parking
available for just 50p.

For further details, email
wakfeildopen@ipmswad.
co.uk or call either Geoff
on 07879 446554 or Alan
on 07811 358555.

WAKEFIEL[I IJPEN

MODEL SHOW & COMPETITION

8th March 2026 | 10 AM to 4:30 PM

£5.00 ENTRY

50- PARKING ALL DAY &¥,

WAKEFIELD EXCHANGE

UNION STREET
WAKEFIELD WF1 3AD

West Midlands Blue
Lamp Model Expo

From 10am to 4pm on Sunday, March 29, 2026,
the West Midlands Police Scale Model Club will be
holding its Blue Lamp Model Expo at Woodrush
High School, Hollywood, Birmingham, B47 5JW.
There will be two
halls filled with club

and special interest WW

group displays, ‘ 2“26
traders stands and a
separate competition

room. Admission will SUNDAY A,
be charged at £5 29MARCH 2026  (hadspibd
(accompanied under 10AM - 4PM

16s will be admitted
free of charge),

with free parking
and refreshments
available to purchase
in the onsite café.
For further details
email bluelampmc@
gmail.com

"DISPLAYS, TRADERS, AND
A GREAT CATE AND FREE PARKING OR SITE
'WEST MIDLANDS POLICE

SCALE MODEL CLUB
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2026 J Class events

Following on from two very well attended and successful
'J Class’ events last year, five more clubs will be hosting
J Class yacht events (although those with vintage

and other interesting sailing models will also be most
welcome to attend/participate) during 2026, the dates
for which are as follows:

® Saturday, March 28
Warminster Model Club, Warminster, Wiltshire

® Sunday, May 10
West Wilts Model Boat Club, Westbury, Wiltshire

® Sunday, June 14
Watermead Model Boat Club, Aylesbury,
Buckinghamshire

® Saturday, July 4
Whitefriars Sailing Club, Ashton Keynes, Swindon,
Wiltshire

® Sunday, September 6
Poole Model Yacht Club, Longham Lakes, Ferndown,
Dorset

D-Day Fleet 1944, British Sector
The Royal Navy's Eastern
Task Force

Due for release on April 23, 2026, this
new book, penned by naval historian
Nick Hewitt and illustrated by Paul
Wright, provides an illustrated study of
the Royal Navy fleet that secured the
British Assault Area from the eve of
D-Day until the end of the assault phase
of operations on June 30, 1944. While
led and dominated by the Royal Navy,
this was a multinational effort, including
forces from Canada, Norway, and the
Free French.

Aside from simply getting soldiers
ashore, the operation had many
moving parts, and this book explains
the minesweeping that allowed the landings to take place,
along with the various naval operations that brought British and
Canadian troops to the beaches. It also explores how the fleet
defended the British Assault Area from counterattacks by enemy
destroyers, coastal forces, mining, and special attack units, and
how it sustained the build-up that fed resources to the growing
Allied forces.

Illustrated with archive photos, original artwork and 3D diagrams
and maps, and drawing upon primary documentation that has
previously gone largely unused, he author shares with us his fresh
exploration of the sea power behind D-Day.

The book, which will be published in paperback format (but
also available as a digital download), is now available to pre-order
from https://www.ospreypublishing.com/UK/ at a 10% saving on
the £15.99 RRP (Recommended Retail Price). Payment will only be
taken on despatch. Alternatively, orders can be placed via your local
bookstore by quoting ISBN 9781472861306.

D-DAY FLEET 1944
BRITISH SECTOR

=
2 ,—m
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Signals

Further details of each event will be published on
the J Class Radio Yachts' Facebook page.

BUY THE BOOK

Warships at Dunkirk
1940

As the title suggests, ‘:*,‘ ‘ {
this new, illustrated a0\ &l A
throughout, book from WARSHIPS AT
naval historian Angus DUNKIRK 1940
Konstam focuses on ¢
the British and French
warships that formed
the backbone of the
British Expeditionary
Force evacuation fleet.
Nearly 50 destroyers, an
anti-aircraft cruiser, and
more than 200 MTBs,
minesweepers, trawlers,
and other small warships
were involved (as many as could be spared
without recklessly endangering naval strength).
The author explains how the lack of decent anti-
aircraft defences available to the Allies in 1940
and how the improvised weaponry had to be used
to help fend off the Stukas. Dunkirk was the first
naval operation of World War Il to be carried out
under sustained air attack, and nearly a fifth of the
destroyers and a quarter of the smaller vessels
were sunk, with more badly damaged.

The title will be published in paperback format
and will carry an RRP (Recommended Retail Price)
of £12.99 — although those pre-ordering via https://
www.ospreypublishing.com/uk/warships-at-
dunkirk-1940-9781472872555/ can currently enjoy
a 10% discount on that cover price (no money will
be taken until your copy is ready for despatch).
Alternatively, orders can be placed with local
bookstores — please quote ISBN 9781472872555.




The Perfecl Storm

Tomasz Klyszynski tackles Billing Boats’ 1:60
scale kit for the ill-fated Andrea Gail
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movie, actor, or at least a preferred

cinema genre. But there are some
films you simply can’t walk away from
with indifference — and as a modeller
it's equally difficult to bypass the
opportunity to build and display
a vessel that's central to a riveting
storyline. That was very much the case
for me when | saw Billing Boats had
produced kits for the Andrea Gail,
the vessel that featured in the film
The Perfect Storm, starring George
Clooney and Mark Wahlberg.

Ithink most of us have a favourite

“The film, based on true events,
tells the story of an American
Swordfish boat that went missing
during the convergence of three
massive storm systems in the North
Atlantic in late October 1991, an
event meterologists described as

“The Perfect Storm™

In very broad terms, the film, based
on true events, tells the story of an
American Swordfish boat that went
missing during the convergence of

three massive storm systems
in the North Atlantic in late
October 1991, an event
meterologists described

as ‘The Perfect Storm'.

The Andrea Gail (originally

named Miss Penny) was

built in 1978 in Panama City,
Florida. She was a 22-meter
swordfishing boat with a six-man

crew. Obviously, because the Andrea

Gail disappeared without a trace and
there were no witnesses, a sister ship,
the Lady Grace, had to be used to
portray her, and, of course, some events
in the run up to the tragedy were sped
up and dramatized.

Kit contents

Billing Boats' offers two different

kits for the Andrea Gail. The first —in
1:30 scale — has a wooden framework
planked with strips and can be
equipped with the modeller's own
choice of radio control.

The second —in 1:60 scale —is also
made of wood but the frames are
solid, and the hull is created by gluing
two halves together. In short, the first
designed for R/C conversion, the
second for the shelf.

“Billing Boats’ offers two different
kits for the Andrea Gail... the
[irst designed for R/C conversion,
the second for the shelf”

Model Boats ® March 2026 www.modelboats.co.uk

Hollywood star or swordfish supplier?
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Billing Boats’ 1:60 scale Andrea Gail kit.

The deck fittings packaged within the kit's box.

The first kit to land on my desk, and
the subject of this build review, was
the 1:60 scale version. On opening
the box, you will find laser-cut parts
in various plywood thicknesses, along
with a base made from thick MDF,
which serves nicely as a building jig for
the hull - this being especially useful
for finishing each half separately, as the
instructions suggest. Also included is
a heavy package of metal, plastic, and
wooden parts, including items such as
buoys, life rings, lamps, and a dozen or
so barrels made of brass.

The black and white build
instructions that come with this
include both drawn illustrations and
photographs. Billing Boats is, however,
clearly working on improving its
instruction manuals, as not so long
ago these would have featured mostly
simplified mono tone drawings;
today, more and more often, we
get expanded, diagrams and lots of
colour photos, descriptions and more
comprehensive explanations. Why
am | mentioning this? Because such
instructions are now also available for
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Hollywood star or swordfish supplier?

the Andrea Gail. True, to get to them
you need to visit the manufacturer’s
website and spend a moment
searching, but the effort pays off
quickly. These digital instructions truly
provide the modeller with step-by-step
guide that can save not only time but
avoid a few anxious deep breaths at
the workbench! At the end we also get
a 1:1 scale drawing that turns out to be
very helpful - not only when it comes
to marking the waterline but also when
positioning parts on the deck and the
cabin.

The build

This was the first time | had dealt with
a model built from two halves which —
according to the instructions — needs
to be glued together only after the
planking is done. Well, that's one
possible approach but | can confidently
say nothing stands in the way of gluing
the framework into one piece and then
planking the glued together hull. You
simply need to pay close attention

to the symmetry and be careful not

to press on the frames and lose their
angle relative to the keel.

The whole process takes some time,
Work begins on the two-part hull. and even though it's a small model that
the manufacturer classifies as intended
for intermediate builder, this kind of
planking is probably better suited
to the more experienced modeller.

On the other hand, when it comes
to learning new skills, we all have to
start somewhere and this model will
allow you to learn, practice and gain
experience. And, if the photos in the
instructions still see you struggling
to work things out, then, fortunately,
there's a popular video platform will
come to your rescue.

Because Andrea Gail is a so-called
‘steel boat’, after covering the
e ‘ — o framework with the strips included in
-------- — — the kit it's time to move on to filling.

’ e : In my case, automotive body filler
worked well — thanks to its strength
and flexibility. Following this, you
will need to use a filling primer, and
then sand. Once you've achieved
a smooth surface over the entire
hull, the waterline can be marked by
referencing the main drawing.

Having reached this stage, we get
to a particularly interesting aspect of
the model’s construction, dressing the
hull’s tall bow tub.

First up is the small cabin, which
includes adding various equipment to
its roof and the basic interior fittings
that will be visible through its windows
(these being glazed with clear film).
Behind this cabin sits the entire
structure typical to these fishing boats.
: Al = Prior to assembly, the components
Painting the hull. for this are defininitely worth taking

aves Gah ”
Sy
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Hollywood star or swordfish supplier?
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some time to thoroughly clean up,
ensuring there are no remnants of
the points from which each individual
part has been detached from its
sheet. There are quite a lot of these
components, but, trust me, the final
result will reward all your hard work.
You do have to remember, though, that
these are very delicate parts and easy
to damage. That's why for this part of
the build I'd recommend working in

a domestic environment/headspace
that's somewhat calmer than The
Perfect Storm!

The whole “fishing’ structure is made
from laser-cut plywood. This needs to
be glued to the deck edge-to-edge,
so precise fitting matters — with such
a tall structure, you don't want it to
be wobbly. For a model measuring
28 cm tall, 36 cm long, and 11 cm
wide, the manufacturing precision of
the kit's substructure is, once in situ,
genuinely pleasing to the eye: to the
modeller’s fingers, however, it's a bit
of a challenge, because of the delicate
approach required.

A big plus of this kit is the many small
extras: little beads for thread, wooden
buoy balls, and — worth emphasizing -
the brass barrels. There are as many as
16 of the latter included, and they take
up a lot of space on deck.

| suspect most fishing boats — and
other working vessels — look ‘new’ =T . 5 =
only on the first day after leaving the E - - > A!aﬂﬁ"Al
shipyard. Of course, if you want a ‘fresh

Model Boats ® March 2026 www.modelboats.co.uk




Hollywood star or swordfish supplier?

The complex but very impressive looking finished structure so typical of these type of fishing
hoats now fitted aboard Tomasz's model of the Andrea Gail.

.
A
A big plus with this kit is the many small extras, such as

beads for thread, wooden buoy balls, and brass barrels.

14

as delivered’ model on the shelf, you
can simply paint the finished build in
your own choice of colour scheme
to look clean and pristine. However,
there’s nothing to stop adding more
drama, perhaps by replicating the
finish and all the markings carried by
boat used in the movie.

The final cut?

Once everything was laid out on
deck and my build was, as far as the
instructions were concerned, finally
finished (as per the photos shown
here), a question popped into my
head, one that so often does with
projects like this: what else could be
done? Or, more importantly, what
could | add to the XL version | intend to
tackle next, which | will be equipping
for R/C operation.

A bow shot of the build, including yet more of the brass barrels supplied.

The most obvious answer, of course,
would be to weather everything down
and further detail the model to achieve
a more ‘characterful’ and convincing
looking working vessel. There's always a
ton of stuff such models lend themselves
to. Everything from essential tools and
deck clutter to evidence of the last
catch, in this case swordfish, whether
sourced as commercially available items
or crafted from scrap, would make
achieving a model that even George
Clooney and Mark Wahlberg would be
impressed with possible. For the most
hardcore of detailers, even the smell of a
working fishing boat could probably be
incorporated — although this may be a
step too far unless your only housemate
is a cat!

So, The Perfect Storm — an alternative
script. Over... but not out! ®
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The model finished as per kit instructions, although it is, of course, one of those models crying out to be weathered and further accessorised. It could also be further detailed to replicate the
vessel as she was portrayed on the silver screen.
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R/C Model Yachtmg

John Goodyear provides an all-you-need-to-know beginners’ guide...

www.modelboats.co.uk March 2026 « Model Boats



RS

L

Beginners RG65 yachts.

ver thought of designing,
E building, buying, sailing or even
racing an R/C model yacht?

If so, the best advice that can
possibly be given is don't, because
getting your hands on any form of
model yacht is the first step on a
frustrating, long and twisted path
aiming (very generally) towards
making the thing go faster and better
than anyone else. But, of course,
temptation will frequently get the
better of common sense and good
advice, so, to anyone still brave and/
or foolish enough to still be reading,
here’s a brief rundown on what awaits
you when money changes hands and
you acquire your very own bit of habit-
forming sailing joy.

First of all, there is some good
news, and it's this: there is a
bewildering range of R/C model
yachts out there for you, dear reader,
to select from. The even better news

Model Boats ® March 2026 www.modelboats.co.uk
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“Sailing waters in many areas are
Jfew and far between. So, before
committing to anything, go online

and search for R/C sailing clubs in

your area”

is that they have all never been less
expensive, of higher quality and
readily available from a huge variety
of sources.

The downside to all this, of course, is
that there is also some bad news and
it's this:

it's very easy to buy something that
is unsuitable for your needs and/or
will be incompatible with the place
where you intend to sail it. Against
this background you need to fight off
the urge to get the order placed from
the great many glossy and beguiling
adverts and reflect on a few ‘if's, ‘but’s
and ‘maybe’s.

Your budget/options

The first question is how much do

you want to spend? I'm not going to
go into detail but suffice to say that
for under £150 you can become the
proud owner of one of a whole flotilla
of model yachts currently available,
the only confusion being which one
to pick. Then again, for our millionaire
readers you could go the whole hog




and spend upwards of £5K on a state-
of-the-art carbon-fibre racing missile.
(You would, however, still be totally
confused on how to get it to sail well,
if at all!!)

The alternative path, of course, is
to build a yacht yourself from some of
the many plans out there. Even rank
beginners should be able to construct

18

“Membership (of the MYA) costs
the princely sum of £10
per annum, which is a total
steal if only for the insurance
cover included”

ayacht that at the very least floats and
moves when the wind blows, even if
you have to read up on a few articles
published in Model Boats first.

If there are any children in the
household, building something that
actually works and can be enjoyed
by all is a great bonding exercise and
learning opportunity. Think of the

www.modelboats.co.uk March 2026 ¢ Model Boats



DF65 yachts rounding the mark.

skills to be explored. Grading and
selection of wood, the different glues
to be deployed, handling (very) sharp
implements, cutting, shaping and
making fittings, installing R/C gear,
painting, waterproofing, sewing sails,
etc. The list isn't endless, but it can be
along one.

As an aside, a home constructed

Model Boats ® March 2026 www.modelboats.co.uk

wooden yacht will invariably attract
interest at the water side, mainly, |
guess, because nowadays they are
something of a rarity. With a bit

of flair, forward thinking and the
judicious use of veneers over the
basic structure they can also be
made to appear rather attractive.
Another option often overlooked

Skipper school

“Please re-read all my caveats
before parting with your money.
It’s not nice handing over your
hard-earned cash only to acquire
something totally inappropriate”

is to build a scale model yacht that
will look fabulous on the water

and will likely attract a great deal
of attention. My Bristol Channel
Cutter shown in one of the images
supporting this feature is invariably
the one lakeside visitors want to
learn more about.

The big alternative to using ancient
crafts, of course, is to go high-tech and
use a 3D printer to very rapidly make a
hull. There are numerous files available
which will permit you to design
something and for the computer
whizzkids out there you could perhaps
write your own programs but count me
out on this one.

Size wise

The next considerations are how big
the model needs to be and how you
intend to transfer it to and from the
water. Providing you're mobile and
the thing does dissemble a bit, then
no problem. Taking a one-meter-long
model with a 1.5-meter-long mast on
public transport, however, might be
an issue. My advice would be to aim
for something around the 650mm long
region, of which more anon.

Finding somewhere to sail
Another important issue to address
is where you're going to sail. It's no
good having a beautiful little yacht
that can only be launched in the
bath; don't laugh, because sailing
waters in many areas are few and far
between. So, before committing to
anything, go online and search for
R/C sailing clubs in your area or at
least find a nearby lake or reservoir
where you might obtain access. Even
better advice is contact a local club
and arrange to drop by when they're
sailing. This will short-circuit many
of the onward issues and give you a
good insight into what you might be
getting into.

The Model Yachting
Association

If you're still reading at this stage, now
might be a good time to introduce
you to the governing body associated
with model yachting named the

MYA or Model Yachting Association,
which is represented in numerous
forms around the globe. In the UK

do look them up at www.mya-uk.org.
uk Here you will find a vast range of
information about model yachting per
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“As an example of how critical
rig settings can be, permit me

to tell you about one of my
experiences...”

se, the various racing classes, major
sailing venues, suppliers,, etc, etc.

For beginners or those contemplating
R/C yachting as a hobby it’s the place
to be. Membership, should you be so
inclined, costs the princely sum of £10
per annum, which is a total steal if only
for the insurance cover included.

Be aware as well that there are a great
many clubs operating across the globe
that tend to focus on scale models and
remain unassociated with the MYA. You
can be sure, however, that amongst the
members there will be some who sail
yachts. Joining in with them if they sail
nearby would be a good start.

Your first yacht

So, having set the scene, so to speak,
where best to start? If this is your first
tentative step into the hobby and you

Model Boats ® March 2026 www.modelboats.co.uk

haven't been successful in discovering
a club to guide you, | suggest you look
out for a model with a plastic based
hull at or around 650mm long that
comes completely set-up with the
radio-control gear and can (almost)
literally be sailed out of the box and go
racing perhaps a little later down the
line. You may or may not subsequently
become ‘hooked’ but in the worst-case
scenario you can sell the model on and
walk away satisfied that you didn't lose
much money. As an alternate, there is
a thriving second-hand market, but do
research what you're buying before
committing. It's remarkably easy to buy
something cheap that needs several
tens of pounds spending before you
can hit the water!

For those musing on the possibilities
of spending a bit more money and
fancying maybe having a crack at
racing a bit further down the line
then there is a certain kit called the
DF65 (Dragon-Force) at 650mm long
that |, and almost every other model
yacht skipper in the UK, can and will
recommend. (I have no connection
with the sellers other than being a
very satisfied user of this kit.) You can
pick up a good second-hand one in
various places at or around the £125
mark, and with a bit of luck one of
the chaps in that club you might have
discovered will have one for sale as
he/she looks to upgrade.

If you don't fancy this route, as
previously noted there is a plethora
of other kits on the market that will
get you going, but please re-read all
my caveats before parting with your
money. It's not nice handing over
your hard-earned cash only to acquire
something totally inappropriate.

Critical adjustments

Let's assume, therefore, at this stage
you've done all the background work,
joined the MYA and a nearby club,
know when and where to sail and are
ready for the ‘off’... Oh dear, you are
now on the slippery road of no return
and can look forward to a couple of
decades of frustration punctuated by
seconds of joy while learning how to
trim, sail and race your yacht better
than any other skippers on the water
at the same time! (Remember, two
yachts on the same water at the same
time equals a race, as you will soon
find out!)

Being serious now for a moment,
once you reach this stage do
apprentice yourself to the local expert
to learn how to set your pride and
joy up. Of course, you can read all
the books, watch what others are
doing and experiment till the cows
come home. What nobody tells you,

Skipper school

however, is that conditions on the
water are changing every second

and you can only ever set things up

to accommodate the average water
conditions on the day. This is why

you will notice skippers fiddling with
settings after (almost) every race as the
wind increases or drops.

As an example of how critical rig
settings can be, permit me to tell
you about one of my experiences.
Having been sailing and racing for
over ten years and considering myself
reasonably competent, | was having
a pig of a day at one event and
finishing well towards the bottom
end of the fleet in every race. To say
| was annoyed was something of an
understatement. Mercifully, a true
expert was there on the day and
adjusted the tension of my backstay
by no more than 1Tmm. | won the next
race! So, be warned, things really can
get critical as you strive for optimum
performance.

The bottom line is, don't be
despondent if your yacht doesn’t
appear to be going too well
compared with others on the water.
Providing they're all the same class
of yacht then you can be assured that
adjusting the sails will be the key to
improved performance. (Easily said;
very tricky to achieve!)

Racing rules
Let's assume now that you've served
your apprenticeship, know what and
what not to do to make your yacht go
and are looking around for how best to
move forward. Well, there's some really
good, if perplexing, news just round
the corner, because there are a great
many classes of yacht for you to look
at. In no particular order of priority,
you have International One Meters,
DF95, Marblehead, DF65, RG65, 10R,
Multihulls and 6M all awaiting your
pleasure, plus others | have omitted.
There are also several free-sailing
classes that run without R/C, but | am
in no way capable of commenting on
these. Suffice to say they're there and
waiting to be explored should the
mood take you.

Added to these are the other
numerous, not-well-documented
localised classes sailed and raced at

DF65 fleet milling at the start of racing.
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the many model clubs in existence
round the globe. As an example of
how these things develop and how
you might become involved, one
of the clubs | remain delighted to
still be associated with elected on
a novel approach as follows. After
much debate we elected to adopt the
'JIF’ design as a class within our club.
(Plans are still available, | believe.)
To encourage everyone to ‘have-a-
go’ at scratch building, only wood
construction could be used, sails
had to be home-made to specified
dimensions, hull length and width
had to accommodate a strictly limited
set of criteria, etc, etc. The whole
concept proved hugely popular and
today there must be over 30 such little
yachts routinely sailed in our area. (For
goodness’ sake, | built over seven of
them!) | can also confirm that in light
winds these little creatures costing
less than £45 in materials can and do
outperform exotic craft costing some
£300 or more. There's a moral there
somewhere.

Talking of racing, if you're moving
down this path you will soon become

Model Boats ® March 2026 www.modelboats.co.uk

Home designed and built wooden RG65 yacht, (dig those veneers!).

aware that there are rules that apply.
There are, in fact, rather a lot of

them, all designed to ensure safe,
competitive racing and to avoid as
many collisions as possible. While |
would encourage anyone going racing
to study them all, please don't get
despondent if you can't immediately
understand and/or forget how to utilize
them while taking part in your initial
few races. The other competitors will
understand that you are still at the start
of a very steep learning curve and are
bound to be sympathetic.

There are, however, three particular
rules, and one good idea, that are
really important to note and be able to
apply, and these are as follows: -

1. A yacht on starboard tack
ALWAYS has right of way over a
yacht on port tack. (Hint, if your
yacht is leaning over to port, you
are on starboard tack so have
right of way.)

2. When rounding a mark, a yacht
on the inside generally has right of
way, providing both yachts were

Skipper school

“In light winds these little creatures
costing less than £45 in materials
can and do outperform exotic craft
costing some £300 or more”

‘overlapped’ within a zone of four-
boat lengths away from the mark.
(Actually, this is very difficult to
ascertain with accuracy at any time
and especially so for a beginner. My
advice? Unless you're absolutely
sure of your position, be willing to
give way to avoid a collision and/or
complaints from others. You will soon
begin to appreciate what you can
and cannot do.)

3. When two yachts are sailing very
close together on the same tack

the yacht to windward must give
way to the one to leeward if/when a
collision is looming and/or appears
inevitable. Again, tricky to observe in
practice but you will soon appreciate
what is involved. Just a bit further
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A scale Bristol Channel Cutter, double diagonally planked.

down the line you will also learn all
about ‘luffing’, which can be very
mischievous! You have been warned.

4. Not in the rules, BUT, most
collisions occur at the start and when
buoy rounding. If in doubt and/or if
there’s a group of yachts vying for
position, it can be a very good idea
to sail wide (outside the lot of them)
of the mark or position yourself on
the line some distance from the main
‘cluster’ — easier said than done!
It will cost you time and distance,
but you won't finish up joining the
throng stuck together with the water
equivalent of superglue.
Having noted all that, the first club
| joined just sailed without regard to
any rules at all and if your yacht got
in the way of another you simply got
hit. Despite this we all had enormous
fun and lots of banter for quite a few
years before we elected to compete
a wee bit more professionally by
adopting the main rules mentioned
above. Still very enjoyable racing and
it later allowed several of us compete
in ‘proper’ racing, both at home and
away, without annoying everyone else
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on the water (well, maybe some of the
time!) As an aside, it also taught us to
become very aware of when a collision
would occur, so we all became a bit
"nifty’ at taking avoiding action.

Let's just return now to some of the
previously mentioned classes you might
want to reflect on. | think it correct to
state that the International One Meter
class is accepted as the most popular
and widely raced class worldwide. These
are a dream to sail, go like the wind and
just seem to get better and better. But,
and there is a ‘but’ and rather a big one,
they can be expensive, very expensive
in fact. | will say no more except to state
that owning and sailing one of these
craft is arguably the pinnacle of our
hobby and for those readers fortunate
enough to partake | salute you (with only
the merest tint of jealousy!).

Of the other classes, theDF65s and
DF95s are hugely popular and look
likely to remain so. Why? They are
readily available, simple to build up
from kit, and sail magnificently even
with the kit supplied sails and radio. It's
also the case that for what they are they
remain remarkably inexpensive. Added
to this is the fact that a great many

“There are three particular rules,
and one good idea, that are really
important to note and be able to

apply...”

clubs have adopted them as standard
classes to race on a week-by-week
basis. There is also a big after-market
chain of suppliers offering more flexible
R/C gear, different sails, batteries and
the like (try www.radiosailing.co.uk for
spares and other goodies).

Once more, | can heartily
recommend going along to a local
club and watching a few races while
chatting to the members. It really is the
best way to determine how to progress
in the hobby.

What comes next is the serious stuff,
how to rig and race one for optimum
performance. Given that | remain very
much still in the beginners’ class, as just
a glance at my racing results will readily
confirm, let us draw a discrete veil over
this side of things. Suffice to say that
anyone can sail a model yacht with only
30 minutes of tuition from someone a
little further up the learning curve. It
may very well, however, take a lifetime
to join that very small number at the
peak of their skills who invariably win all
the races no matter what the conditions
and where they are racing. Annoying,
but you have to admire them. They've
earned the right to be at the top through
sheer determination, commitment and
practice. Fancy joining them? Go for it!

Just want to chill?

There is, of course, still an enormous
amount of fun and pleasure in just
building and sailing a yacht without
going racing. On a summer’s evening
with just a hint of a breeze, simply
watching the world and your yacht go
by is such a pleasure, particularly if
accompanied with a can or several of
your favourite tipple! On this topic my
guess is that any passers-by will want
to stop and chat while simultaneously
be dying to get hold of your tranny
and have a bash — your opportunity to
snare another recruit to the hobby! ®

Image acknowledgements

| believe the majority of images
accompanying this little write-up are
my own — save for the one taken by
my friend Damien Ackroyd, who has
kindly given permission for its use
in support of this feature — thanks,
Damien! However, it's just possible
that a couple from other unknown
sources may have slipped into

my archive, so please accept my
sincerest apologies if I've somehow
pinched one of yours!
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John Hollis gives us chapter and verse on his exquisitely detailed
scratch build of this iconic Lake District steam yacht

any will have seen this elegant
M yacht on Coniston Water in
the Lake District and perhaps
even have enjoyed a cruise around the
lake with a running commentary from
the National Trust's onboard guide.
The original vessel was built in 1859
in Liverpool by Jones, Qiggin & Co for
the steamer service taking passengers
from the Furness Railway and Coniston
Railway at the south end of the lake
to the more impressive scenery at
the north end. While the Victorian’s
enjoyed their leisure time, Gondola
carried upwards of 25,000 passengers
ayear. As roads improved, however,
demand went down, so by 1936 she
was retired.
In 1944 her boiler and engine were
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removed, and she became a static
houseboat, with the latter spaces

being used as a wash house and galley.
Moored at the southern end of the
lake, she gradually deteriorated until
being damaged by a storm in 1963.
She was then deliberately sunk to try to
slow down any further damage for over
ten years.

The National Trust stepped in after a
previous attempt to restore her failed.
Vickers Shipbuilders at Barrow in
Furness undertook a survey, finding the
hull plates would not meet the current
build standards and would need to be
replaced. So, it took the lines of the
original hull and made a replacement,
giving the work to its apprentices. A
new engine was built by Locomotion

Enterprises, and a new boiler was
sourced from W. Bertram & Sons to a
Ffestiniog Railway design, which now
burns wood pellets rather than coal
and has a maximum pressure of 150psi
— this allowing the vessel achieve a
speed of 12 knots, although she cruises
at 7 knots. Today, very little remains of
the original vessel apart from the odd
hull bracket.

The 7th Duke of Devonshire was the
chairman of the Furness Railway, and
it is his coat of arms that is depicted
on the boards at the bow. Prominently
featuring as a figurehead is Sid the Sea
Serpent, the family’s historic emblem
portrayed throughout Chatsworth
House and its magnificent gardens in
Derbyshire.
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A very British beauty
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Every year Gondola is pulled up
a slipway, using a purpose-built
carriage, onto a track at Pier Cotttage
on Coniston Water. The funnel and
wheelhouse, plus soft furnishings,
are then removed to allow any
maintenance to take place under a
temporary shelter.

Making a start on the model

The first challenge | encountered

when considering modelling Gondola

was the apparent lack of plans. The

National Trust, through the permanent

staff at Pier Cottage, however, very

kindly agreed to give me access to the

vessel while she was out of the water

so that | could take all the necessary

measurements and a multitude of

photographs for reference purposes.

Unfortunately, on my first visit there 9 T W ’ §
had been a break in the weather the S 4 i = e /Y 4N
week before and Gondola had once The 1:1 Gondola, having been hauled out of the water and up the slipway at Pier Cottage on Coniston Water on her very own
again been launched, so | couldn’t purpose-built carriage for maintenance under cover.
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A very British beauty

“As 1 intended to power the model
with a steam engine, I wanted to
get as much airflow around the
engine and boiler as possible”

view the underwater shape of her

hull. However, several rough sketches,
along with the many measurements
and photos taken, allowed me to draw
up a deck plan plus elevation from the
waterline upwards.

Since it was going to be several
months before | could visit again
and actually see the underside of
the hull, | set to work on making
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the engine cover and wheelhouse.
(Early pictures of the vessel show the
wheel to be completely exposed to
the elements, no doubt making the
helmsman’s job very unpleasant on
wet, windy days).

The model’s engine cover has a
wooden frame covered with Tmm ply,
which in turn is covered with lithoplate
to give the impression of a metal
structure, as per the original.

As | intended to power the model
with a steam engine, | wanted to get
as much airflow around the engine
and boiler as possible. Consequently,
the two set of double doors on either
side of the cover were hinged, the
two forward companion ways were

made to have sliding covers, and a
rear hatch was also hinged, so all can
be opened when the model is sailed.
The non-slip surface at the bottom of
the steps is sandpaper, stuck on top
of the cover's roof. A brass frame was
made for the wheelhouse, with four
sections of grating made for the floor
before adding the wooden slatted
sides and roof. The six spokes for the
ship’s wheel were turned on my lathe,
together with the central boss and
outer rim (see Photo 1). The funnel was
made from 15mm copper pipe and fits
over a flange on the top of the boiler
to allow heat, gas fumes and steam
from the engine and safety valve to be
vented.
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The hull

After several months | made a return
visit to the Lakes while Gondola

was out of the water. The additional
photographs and measurements taken
on this occasion then allowed me to
complete drawing up plans.

| decided to cast my own fibreglass
hull for this model, using a solid
block of wood rather than a plank-
on-frame mould; | therefore didn't
need a line drawing, as a series of
cross sections would suffice. The
mould was made in bread-and-
butter fashion, using these cross
sections as a guide to achieve the
right shape (see Photo 2).

Once happy with the basic hull, the
stem and keel were added. Plates were
represented by pieces of cardboard
stuck individually to the wooden mould
in the same pattern as the original.

The second mould from which the
final hull would be cast was made in
two halves, with the join being down
the stem and keel. A cardboard divider
was temporarily stuck along the keel,
together with one along the deck level
(see Photos 3 and 3a)

Six coats of car polish were then
applied to the cardboard plated hull,
followed by one coat of releasing
agent. After allowing this releasing
agent to dry, | applied a thick coat of
gel so that all the hull plate detail would
be captured, followed by a coat of
fibreglass tissue and two of fibreglass
matt. This was then left to cure before
the central divider was removed and
the whole process of applying releasing
agent and fibreglass repeated for the
second half of the hull.

After allowing a week for the second
half to cure, shown by the mould turning

A very British beauty

“I decided to cast my own fibreglass
bull for this model”

green, holes for locating bolts were
drilled along the dividing line where the
two halves of the mould would meet.

Then came the nerve-wracking part
of inserting a chisel as a wedge to prize
the mould out without damaging it.
Once free, it was cleaned up, bolted
together and the process of applying
polish, releasing agent, gel coat and
fibreglass was repeated to produce a
complete hull (see Photo 4).

The rudder and stern post, cut from
brass sheet, were then attached to the
hull (see Photo 5). The propeller was
the only commercially sourced item
on the model (apart for the engine
and boiler), but this was modified to
fit on the shaft in a similar manner to
the original. Sacrificial anodes were
cast from white metal, with various
discharge pipes added after painting
the hull.

Wooden rails were fibre-glassed to
the inside of the hull to allow the ply
underdeck to be glued down. On top
of the ply, the rear deck was planked.
The planks were made by using the
bandsaw to cut a 5Smm wide strip
from a block of lime, giving a piece of
wood 300mm x 80mm x 5mm. Black
paper was stuck to top of this strip
before cutting it into planks of 5mm
wide x 5mm deep (see Photo 6). The
wide margin plank which gives the
distinctive shape to the top of the
hull was also added. A grating covers
the top of the rudder, which has been
made removable to allow access to the
coupling between the rudder and the
servo (see Photo 7).
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A very British beauty

Full steam ahead

Now knowing the dimensions of the
‘engine room’, it quickly became
apparent there was no commercially
available boiler to fit the space,

so one would need to be made
specifically for the model. At the
same time, room for the gas tank was
very limited, so this would need to be
made specially as well. Fortunately,
Pendle Steam Boilers proved very
helpful here and made both a boiler
and gas tank custom built to fit. | clad
the boiler with wooden planks, both
to conserve heat in the boiler and

to reduce, as much as possible, heat
from the boiler affecting the radio
gear that needed to be located in the
same area.

| already had an SVS steam engine
from a previous model which fitted
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“Now knowing the dimensions
of the ‘engine room, it quickly
became apparent there was no
commercially available boiler to
fit the space... Fortunately, Pendle
Steam Boilers proved very helpful
here and made both a boiler and
gas tank custom-built to fit”

in nicely. This provides just the right
amount of power to drive the hull at a
realistic speed (see Photo 8).

The cabin

Work could now start on the main
cabin. The rear cabin bulkhead was
made from a sandwich of four sheets

[}
[ 7
7
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of 1/64th ply applied over an inner
core of Tmm ply. The inner section
was cut so the Perspex glazing would
fit into its aperture, the next two parts
of the ‘sandwich’ provided a frame,
while the outer two parts created a
panelling effect.

The rear cabin’s planked floor was
installed, followed by the seats up to
the height of the external deck.

In the rear cabin the seats are faux
leather. To represent these, | began
by stretching a piece of Lycra over
a thin piece of sponge mounted on
a wooden board to form a cushion.
Pins were pushed through the
Lycra so that the pin heads formed
buttons, thereby resulting in a quilting
effect. Steramould (used for making
impressions of ears) was then pressed
around thls Lycra cushion to make a
mould for the final article. Once set,

a fine plaster mix was poured into the
Steramould cast. One mould proved
sufficient for all the different cushions
as the plaster could be easily cut and
sanded into shape for the corner and
other irregular shaped pieces that form
this seating (see Photos 9 and 10).

Work then moved to the bow
section and the exposed flooring and
seating area. All this is removable to
allow access to the area under the
floor and the small amount of ballast.
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(Once the model had been completed

and the boiler filled, only a couple of The various maps, pictures and
pounds of lead needed to be added drawings which cover the walls, along
to the bow section to bring the model with the display case on the rear
down to its waterline). wall of the aft cabin, are all suitably
The central bulkhead, together with scaled down copies of the originals
the front door section, was added seen aboard the 1:1 Gondola. The
using the same ply sandwich method numerous accessories in the cabins,
as the rear bulkhead. such as fire extinguishers, copper
The cabin sides have a rise as well as kettle, curtains, etc, | made from scrap
a curve around the front and sloping materials.
inwards. A cardboard template was The emergency escape windows
therefore used to achieve the right have a brass section frame and brass
shape and, again, the five-section ply section surrounding the glass. Dummy
method was used to create to glazing aluminium handles plus brass hinges
holders and panel effect. were also added together with the
Further columns were added to the emergency exit signs (see Photo 11).
inside to give the ornate look of the The roof of the cabin, which is
original. removable, has another complex
The cushions in the fore cabin are curve at the front. A wooden former
of material. Each one was made in was therefore made of the shape
the same way as the mould for the of the roof and covered in paper so
cushions in the aft cabin, necessitating that any glue from the roof wouldn't
16 individual cushions and seat backs stick to it. 1/64th ply was placed over
to be made. Carpet material was the top of the main area, which just
sourced from a dolls’ house website had the curve sloping down to the
and laid on the cabin floor, with brass top of the cabin sides, and pinned
strip surrounds for the removable in place along the bottom edge.
panels in the floor added. Strips of ply were applied to the
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A very British beauty

front section and held in place with
duct tape. A second followed by a
third layer of strips were then laid
on top of this first layer, but in the
opposite direction. Two more layers
of 1/64th ply were added to the top
of the main body of the roof. The
front section had a liberal layer of
filler applied before being sanded
down to a smooth finish. A separate
semicircular roof was added to the
front to give the ‘porch roof’ for the
main cabin entrance, made using
the same layering technique over a
specially created former. The result
is a very strong and lightweight
structure (see Photo 12). Wooden
guttering and a skylight completed
the outside. The inside has planks
applied to the roof of the rear cabin,
while the fore cabin’s roof has beams
to give a vaulted ceiling effect.

The finishing touches

Sid, the twin tailed serpent figurehead,
has a wooden carved head. The two
tails were made from Milliput, which
was rolled out to the right diameter
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A very British beauty

The beautifully fitted out fore cabin, with no attention to detail spared.
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and then twisted to shape before lines
were cut into it to represent the snake's
skin. Once dry the head was attached
before Sid was entirely covered in gold
leaf (see Photo 13).

The Duke of Devonshire's coat of
arms and crest on the prow were
created in plaster. First, a blank strip
of plaster around 15mm deep and
slightly larger than the scroll work
was made. Onto this | traced the
design of the scroll work, which |
then be carved out of the relatively
soft plaster with an assortment of
gouges and knives to give an initial
impression. A thick soap solution was
applied to the surface and allowed to
dry before more plaster was poured
on top (the soap acts a release agent,
allowing the two halves of the plaster
to be easily separated). Work could
then start on the second mould,
which had the scroll work in relief.
Steramould was, once again, used to
take a mould of the final plaster relief
mould (see Photo 14). Following
this, fibreglass resin was brushed
into the Steramould and then, once
cured, peeled out and mounted on a
wooden board before being painted.
As Steramould is very flexible and
has a waxy surface, nothing sticks to
it, so a release agent is not required.
The crest under the vessel’s bow was
made in the same way.

The white items were all painted
from a Halfords gloss white rattle can,
which | sprayed over a same brand
rattle can primer.

The hull itself was spray painted
with a suitable Humbrol enamel
coloured paint. The aft deck of the
1:1 vessel is naturally dirty, this due
to being constantly walked on by so
many passengers and having been
subjected to years of emissions
from the funnel. For the sake of
authenticity, therefore, this area of
the model has been given that same
‘dirty’ look. In contrast, the remainder
of the woodwork is varnished in satin,
which gives a slight sheen rather than
an overpowering gloss look.

| made all four of Gonodola’s flags
myself from tracing linen, suitably
recolouring this for the mainly blue
National Trust and National Historic
Ships flags on the coach roof and
the defaced red ensign at the stern
with Dylon fabric dye. The outlines of
the roundel emblem of the National
Historic Ships UK on the ensign and
the various details carried by the
other flags were drawn onto the dyed
linen in pencil, before more detail
was then painted in with Setacolor
fabric dye (this is fairly stiff in
consistency and does not leech into
the surrounding fabric).
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A very British beauty

i 7 - : / f 2] Gondola’s bow, adorned with the Duke of Devonshire’s coat of arms and Sid the Sea Serpent
The engine cover and helm. figurehead, all skilfully crafted by John.
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A bespoke stand-/carriage On the water

Rather than show the model on a Fitting the radio gear, steam engine and
traditional stand, | have made a boiler under the engine cover was a bit
representation of the cradle used to of a squeeze, and access when the gas
haul the original out of the water on bottle needs refilling involves removing
a regularly basis at Pier Cottage. The the roof to the purser’s ‘office’. However,
trunnions were turned on my lathe, once steam is raised, the model sails well
while various sections of suitable brass —as long as there's not too much wind,
section soldered together was used for which would blow the bow off course, a
all metal work (see Photo 15, p.31). little like it would the original. ®
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A very British beauty

John's elegant model of the gorgeous
9 ’ steam yacht Gondola underway.
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Back on the water

SS America

Matthew Cox fulfils his American dream

ver since | discovered the SS
E America, it has always been my

dream to see this historic, yet
often forgotten, ocean liner return to

the water. So, after finally obtaining the

necessary skills and knowledge, | was
recently able to design and construct
a working model within a 10-month
period. There were many challenges
and obstacles along the way, but,
after a lot of thought and planning, |
now have the honour of captaining my
beloved ship.

A brief history lesson
Of all the proud and majestic ocean
liners that once ruled the waves, the

AL

“Of all the proud and majestic
ocean liners that once ruled the
waves, the SS America had one

of the wildest and most enduring
service careers of any ship of that
size and prestige”

SS America had one of the wildest
and most enduring service careers

of any ship of that size and prestige;
her 54-year-long story was one of
brief glories, heroic war service,
wonderful journeys, and a gradual and
undignified decline, which resulted in

- -

her tragic loss off the Canary Islands.

The America was launched in
1939 and was christened by Eleanor
Roosevelt. At the time, she was the
largest American passenger ship yet
built.

During World War Il, she served
as the troopship USS West Point,
transporting thousands of Allied troops
safely to their destinations.

After the war, the America served as
a transatlantic liner for United States
Lines for 18 years. The ship was bought
by the Greek company Chandris Lines
in the 1960s and used as the Australian
migrant liner Australis; she completed
61 voyages around the world and

The basic construction of the hull taking shape on the work table.
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Back on the water

ultimately became the last liner to
carry migrants to Australia. From 1978
to 1993, the former America changed
hands multiple times and sailed under
various names, including a short-lived
stint as a cruise ship under her original
name. For a long period of time, she
was laid up in Elefsina Bay, Greece,
where she sat idle and neglected

until being sold for intended use as

a floating hotel. In 1994, while being
towed to her new home in Thailand,
under the name American Star, she
broke free during a storm and ran
aground near a remote beach in the
Canary Islands; the ship was soon
broken in half by the waves and was
ultimately abandoned. Today, the
remains of the once-proud luxury liner
have been completely flattened, and
nothing can be seen on the surface.

Discovering the lost ship

| came across the SS America while
researching shipwrecks in the Canary
Islands (because my family and | used
to go on holiday over there). While
looking around, | stumbled upon a
series of pictures showing a colossal
ship stranded close to a remote beach.
The surreal images of the wrecked

4 : liner abandoned so close to shore

These two pictures show how Matthew carved the bow and stern blocks. He used a balsa saw to remove the excess balsa in soon captured my imagination, and |
gradual stages. became enchanted by her haunting
beauty. | was surprised to discover that
the America, once the flagship and
pride of her country, had a long and
varied career dating back to the late
1930s; my grandfather actually had

a waterline model of her as part of a
set made by Bassett-Lowke. On three
occasions, | was able to visit the beach
and see what was left of the ship. It was
on my third and final visit that | had the
idea to build a model of the America
that actually sails; this would serve as

a working tribute to the ship and the
countless people who sailed on her.

Coming up with a plan

With the idea of the model cemented,
| began working out how to build it
and with what materials. | have built
models of the America in the past,
with realistic lines and proportions,

but had no experience with building
an R/C model. Since | just wanted a
model that looked roughly like the
America, | wasn't too worried about
the finer details and dimensions, etc.
Even though I'm quite an experienced
modeller, | decided to keep the design
of the hull as simple as possible; as a
starting point, | based the basic design
for hull construction on a free plan by
Glynn Guest for a freelance ocean liner
called the Empress. Using the hull of
the Empress as a guide, | then changed
SS America’s hull fully sheeted, with the upper decks starting to take shape. the bow and stern to closely mimic
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With a combination of balsa and paperboard, the decks are
most complete.

“The original ship had many
different colour schemes
throughout her life, but I felt it
would be respectful, to a degree,
to have the model painted to
depict the America in her
heyday while serving with the
United States Lines”

the design of the America. For the
upper works, | made approximations
by comparing the model with a smaller
one that I'd built before; this really
came in handy when starting from the
ground up. Gradually, | made loads of
drawings and tracings of most of the
parts to document the design process.

38

Now fully assembled and looking sleek, the funnels are similar to the ones on America’s running mate — the SS United States.

It was all trial and error until | was
satisfied with the final design.

Making the hull

Construction began on May 16,
2024, with the 'keel” being made

out of sheets of 3/8-inch balsa wood
glued together with white PVA. To
fill any gaps in the joints, | used some
DeluxeTM Perfect Plastic Putty, since
| discovered that it works just as well
on wood as it does on plastic. | then
made the three main bulkheads and
transom out of the same thickness

of balsa as the bottom. Because the
bottom of the stern is angled, to allow
for the propeller and rudder, | gave
some of the parts some chamfer using
my sanding block. Once | glued the
bulkheads into place, | then added
the longerons to strengthen the hull
and made the forecastle deck before
adding the bow and stern blocks and
sheeting the entire hull. | used several
thick sheets of balsa glued together
to make the bow and stern blocks,
which | then gradually carved to get
the desired shapes. Before sheeting
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Atop view of the funnels now fully installed on the model.

the hull, | made the stern deck and the
mounts for the motor and rudder. | also
fitted the propeller shaft by drilling

a hole through the bottom. With the
mounts and propeller shaft in place, |
then used sheets of 1/8-inch balsa to
make the sides; they were just the right
thickness to bend and were eventually
glued into place.

Adding the decks

For the decks and superstructure, | had
to design the entire thing from scratch
in order to mimic the design of the
original America. Having previously
made smaller static models of the
ship, | had a fairly rough idea of the
basic dimensions for the upper works.
Various thicknesses of balsa wood

and sheets of paperboard from cereal
boxes were used for construction. To
support the flimsy paperboard, | used
various pieces of balsa that were glued
inside the structure. Eventually, the
paint and varnish would act as layers
to waterproof the paperboard. One
by one, the decks took shape, and

the model was starting to come alive.

| made the decks as a single separate
piece from the hull to allow access to
the inner workings.

Funnels and details

Since the original America had those
distinctive sampan funnels, | had to
make sure they were scaled correctly
to the model. | used an accurate
drawing by my friend to determine
the proportions of the stacks. After a
couple of design adjustments, | was

The hull being primed and painted. It required a lot of layers to fully seal the hull.
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finally happy to proceed. | was able

to fabricate them using various pieces
of balsa wood, though the internal
structures did have to be strengthened
to fully support themselves. Once they
were assembled, | glued them onto
the uppermost decks. Following their
installation, the ship looked mostly
complete and truly beautiful. | then
added various deck details, such the
forward bulwark, breakwater and cargo
hatches at the bow. Finally, came the
masts and king posts, which were
created from bits of dowel cut and
sanded to shape; | made these in such
a way that they can be detached when
not in use. All that was left was sealing
and painting.

Waterproofing and painting
To ensure the hull was fully sealed and
watertight, | applied several coats of
DeluxeTM EzeKote and fibreglass cloth
to the main hull until it was completely
solid. | found them really easy to
work with and definitely worth using
on model boats. The inside was also
coated for increased protection and
strength.

The superstructure didn't need
the cloth, since it wasn't going to be
bumping into things as easily. | just
used the EzeKote for the upper decks
and mostly relied on multiple layers of
paint to fully seal them.

With the ship fully sealed, | got
to work applying several layers of
Halfords grey primer to prepare for
the main paintwork. The original ship
had many different colour schemes

Back on the water

With the black paint sprayed on, it was time to remove the
masking tape.




Back on the water

Hand painting almost finished, with just the funnels to
paint and decals to add.

throughout her life, but | felt it would
be respectful, to a degree, to have the
model painted to depict the America
in her heyday while serving with the
United States Lines. | preferred her in

Testing the hull before the maiden voyage.

40

RS- w

The SS America is ready to sail!

“For good luck, I glued a small
piece of rust from the actual ship
(which I found when I went to
the beach where she was wrecked)
inside the bow so, in a sense, the

ship berself could finally

sail again”

her original guise because that was
the period of her life when she was
her happiest. So, using various paints,

| recreated her distinctive and bright
American colours. The lower part of
the hull was masked with masking tape
in preparation for the other colours. |
used Halfords white spray paint as a
base coat and for the superstructure.

For the black paintwork, | used
Halfords Matt Black and used several
layers to seal the hull. | then used
different Humbrol colours for the other
parts. For the majority of the decks, |
used Humbrol 103 Cream to replicate
the light tan of the wood. Humbrol

60 Scarlet and 15 Midnight Blue were
used for the funnels.

Decals and varnish

Just having paint wasn't enough.
The model looked bare without
windows and the ship’s name and
port of registry. So, | designed and
printed some suitable decals to give
the model some character. | used
Photoshop to design each of the
windows and nameplates, etc. Once
I'd printed them on some suitable
decal paper, | gave them some gloss
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varnish to seal the ink and then just
applied them to the model.

With the decals in place, from a
distance, the model looked quite
convincing when afloat. To seal them
and protect the paint, | applied loads
of all-weather varnish, which did the
job nicely. | had to use several layers
to protect both paint and decals and
ensure the model fully sealed. The
America was now almost ready for
testing.

Tests and maiden voyage
Once all the electronics were
installed, | had to test the model in

the bath to see if anything needed
adjusting. For ballast, | used five of
my brother’s 1 kg lifting weights,
which was a lot! | glued four centrally
mounted tall wooden blocks to
hold the weights inside the model;
they were then held in place by two
pieces of plywood with screws. The
tests in the bath showed that the
model had excellent stability and
maneuverability.

On March 9, 2025, therefore, | took
the model to Wardown Park, where
she embarked on her maiden voyage.
Before this, for good luck, | glued a
small piece of rust from the actual

Without a doubt, even at this scale, the America is truly a sight to behold!
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Back on the water

ship (which | found when | went to the
beach where she was wrecked) inside
the bow so, in a sense, the ship herself
could finally sail again. | did have a
slight fault with the holding nut for the
propshaft but, other than that, the ship
performed beautifully.

Regarding her maneuverability, she
can steer easily and remains stable in
the water, even in rough seas. Finally, |
have fulfilled my dream of building an
R/C model of my beloved ship.

In conclusion

Since her maiden voyage, | have been
sailing the America as often as | can,
and with every voyage | am creating
personal memories of this ship that
will last a lifetime. Also, | have now
added lifeboats and a audio system
that emits the sounds of the horn and
ship’s band.

To make the lifeboats and davits, |
used my Creality 3D printer to print
parts | designed myself on Blender;
these certainly made the ship look
‘less naked'.

Overall, | am really proud of her, and
| hope she will inspire other modellers
to build their own interpretations of this
classic liner. The SS America was truly a
unique and distinctive liner, and I'm sure
her history will continue to fascinate
people as much as it has me. ®
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Ray Wood provides a illustrated guide to building
your very own Thames Slipper Launch

he idea for this model was
I formulated in my sketchbook

while on holiday a few years ago
—such periods of relaxation | find the
best time for letting my imagination
run free. She's a 1:12 scale slipper
launch designed for simple electric
power, based on a small drawing |
found in an old publication from the
1950s but enlarged to produce a 26-
inch model.

The interesting feature of these
launches, which can be found on the
upper reaches of the River Thames,
especially around the Windsor and
Henley-on-Thames areas, is the lack
of a traditional transom at the stern,
which maximises the boat'’s length
on the waterline, making for an easily
driven design.
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“The interesting feature of these

launches is the lack of a traditional

transom at the stern, which
maximises the boat’s length on the
waterline, making for an easily
driven design”

I've named my model Lady Luck after
a T9 Supermarine 2-seater Spitfire that
is now owned and operated by Aero
Legends and operated in Kent, Essex
and Wiltshire during the summer months.
My personal connection to this particular
aircraft is my granddaughter, who as part
of the team providing passenger flights
believes she has the best job in the world
—and | think she’s right!

Construction

Most readers will be familiar with my
preferred method of building, i.e., with
the hull inverted on a board. To this end
| will present a series of construction
stage photos, with captions to explain
my modus operandi.

On the water

Well, I think | achieved my objective
with this little model. The original
launches have a certain charm and
elegance about them, which | hope
I've captured in Lady Luck. She's quite
straight forward to build, with very
little in the way of superstructure to
worry about. She sails sweetly and her
small rudder is effective both forwards
and in reverse — just don't overdo it
when going astern! ®
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The Lady Luck draft drawing started on a lazy Saturday morning back in August ‘25, with the side and plan views enlarged by hand to I-inch to the foot scale, something my dad taught when |
was 8 years old; this has stood me in good stead ever since. On the Sunday | drew out the bulkheads, much easier to work from a plan | find.
45
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The first stage is to trace the bulkheads and keel and transfer the shapes onto 1/8-inch and %-inch plywood. Wickes does a good size sheet at a reasonable price. If money is no object, then

Birch plywood is the best (this can be purchased from SLEC at Watton).

I had a print of my draft made and spray mount to card, from which | was able to cut out templates | could easily draw round. | cut out the bulkheads with the extensions to the building board;
a length of timber glued across them with a centre line drawn always helps to achieve a good straight boat.

The bulkheads can be tack glued to the board. The keel with doublers can then be
assembled and glued into place, followed by the chine stringers and gunwhales —which
because of the curve are laminated for Znr pieces of 1/8-inch x 1/8-inch obeche strip. In
this photo, the stern rail across the rear can be seem, again mounted to a temporary ply
support. The small wedges hold the first gunwhale stringer in place while the glue sets,
after which the second one can be located and glued in.
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This view shows the framework substantially complete, with the breast hooks at deck and
chine level (BHI & BHZ shown on the plan); this keeps a better bow shape than just attaching

the stringers to the stem. As can be evidenced, having a supply of small spring clamps to
hand is vital for this process.
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The 1/32-inch ply bottom skins presented a problem | haven't encountered before. Try as | \ « :
might, the ply just wouldn't sit on Bulkhead No. I (this being how the original launches would With bow with the pins and clamps removed, the bottom skins can then be trimmed to the

have been planked). A shallow Vee cut was therefore made (an infill piece would be fitted later) chine stringer and the pin holes filled with lightweight filler. The bow blocks of soft balsa
and all was well. Again, clamps and mapping pins will be required here. allow some flare shape to be carved to improve the entry.

The side skins of 1/32-inch ply bend nicely to the curve of the sides. These must be pinned in position until the glue dries, then trimmed down to the chine line. As she is not a speed boat, no

external chine rails need to be fitted. Note also that the Vee in the bottom skin has now been infilled with an overlapping doubler on the inside.
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Once the balsa bow blocks are fitted and shaped, the hull is structurally complete so can be cut off its extensions and the side skins trimmed down to the deck line. At this stage a simple
cradle should be constructed, using the bulkhead shapes as a guide; this will make working on the deck and internal fitting out that much easier.

} The brushed 400 size motor sits in the cut out in Bulkhead No. 3. | used a simple rubber band
This view from the stern shows the bulkheads trimmed and ready for the motor and steering over some dowels solution for holding the motor in position. The HUCO type coupling from
servo install. Some triangular fillets have been fitted to the stern rail. Cornwall Model Boats completes my drive train, best done early on an open launch.
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A 25mm diameter brass 3-blade propellor fits the M4 stern shaft, and the fabricated brass As the internals of this launch will be largely visible, a couple of coats of varnish followed

rudder of 18g sheet is soldered to the 3mm brass stock — a small commercial unit could, by some white enamel will brighten up the cockpit area. The limited headroom under the
however, be used. rear deck means the servo is mounted on its side with a simple brass rod linkage; Z Bend

pliers are a great asset if you don't want to mess about with clevises.

B i e T e = N

The Mahogany deck is the finishing touch and really brings this model to life with its rich o
colour. This is fitted in four sections: the forward deck with its access hatch to the radio, the N

side decks complete with coamings, and the rear deck to the stern. The cockpit floor shapes shown on the drawing are created from 1/32-inch ply. | would
advise card templates are made to fit the actual hull before you cut your plywood, as in my
experience every build is slightly different.

The cockpit floor sections are designed to be removable, as a battery and suhve ballast is
required. Here you will see dashboard has also been cut to fit and varnished. | opted for a

A N - S
A 30 pe >

walnut varnish. The contrast with the Mahogany colours is an old trick | came across when There are a few essentials on the dashboard, such as a steering wheel some gauges on a
building White Marlin a few years ago. The plank lines are drawn on with a fine line pen, after mahogany panel and a small shelf for gin and tonics! The small 7.4-volt Lipo battery lays
which an oil-based varnish is applied to the perimeter strip and cockpit sides before the on one side of the keel; this requires some ballast on the other side for balance — | used
remainder is coated with water-based varnish. This results in what [ like to think looks like a small lead weights to achieve the correct waterline. The Mtronik’s speed controller and
teak deck with black Sika caulked joints. receiver are located under the foredeck, with access via the hatch.
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My hull was primed with two coats of cheap Poundland varnish, rubbed down, and finally finished off with Humbrol enamel. A few fittings such as cleats and sockets for the pennant on the
front and the flag staff on the rear deck were then added. The rear cushions seen on my model were created using Styro foam and | fitted two Lloyd loom chairs, one of which provides a seat for
my helmsman (a Dr Who figure charity shop find) — to assist here, the expanded shape for these chairs (featuring four small legs) is shown on the drawing. The puffer visible in the background
was left to me by Jim Hill to finish off after he passed away last year, a good friend | made on the Model Boats forum — RIP Jim.

This view of the stern shows the transmission tunnel between the seats, which are also clearer in this shot. | sourced my Red Ensign from Cornwall Model Boats, while the St George’s pennant
and its dowel on the front was homemade.
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Control issues

o——

HMS Dido with Escort Carrier (in black and white because these models were built in the 1970s and photographed for build features to accompany plans published in the August 1980 and

December 1977 issues of Model Boats respectively).

Double the fun

Glynn Guest presents the options for those
wanting to sail more than one model at a time

take two or more R/C models with

me on sailing sessions. It makes
sense to do this. For a start, if you
encounter problems with the first model,
the second can be used for its recovery.
This can be a safer option than asking
any unknown to you fellow sailors who
may be around at the time for help;
the last thing you want is to have your
model damaged or even sunk by an
over enthusiastic salvor. The potential
to sail two models, especially if they are
different, can also add to the pleasure
of the outing. Plus, knowing how fickle
the weather gods can be, you can
confound them by combining a powered
model with a yacht. Wind or no wind,
something will get sailed, and, even
if the yacht becomes becalmed in the
middle of the lake, you can push it back
with the powered model.

I ike most readers, | suspect, | usually

The double struggle

With two models at the lakeside,
however, there is always going to be

the temptation to think about sailing
them together. This can be a particularly
attractive proposition if the models would
look visually compatible out on the water,
e.g., a couple of warships or fishing boats,
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or a tug escorting a merchant ship. The
problem is, how do you operate two R/C
models simultaneously?

“The problem is, how do
you operate two R/C models

simultaneously?”

published in the March 2021 issue of Model Boats

Two Vosper products: the Type 5 Frigate for Iran and a design for a small ‘Harrier Carrier’. The model plan for the Carrier was

An obvious answer, if both models
have their own transmitters, is to switch
on, launch each model as normal and
then try to figure out how to use two
transmitters at the same time. This can
actually be done if you can set one
model to safely cruise along at a modest
speed without needing constant input

i d
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from you and concentrate on keeping
the second on station with respect to
the first model. Not perhaps as difficult
as you might think but it does need the
right conditions. Firstly, the water ought
to be large and safe enough to allow the
first model to sail for a reasonable length
of time without needing any attention.
The second requirement is that this
model should run straight at the speed
it is being sailed; if it's a ‘wanderer’, then
you will find this exercise very taxing.

The second model must be fast
enough to catch up with the first model
in a short time. It will have started this
sailing session after the first model has
gotten underway, so must be capable of
reaching its desired station before the
first model needs to be manoeuvred,
perhaps because it is about to run out of
lake. Having got on station, it, too, needs
to be able to cruise safely, since your
attention is now divided between the
two models.

“The second model must be fast
enough to catch up with the first
model in a short time. It will have
started this sailing session after the
[first model has gotten underway,
so must be capable of reaching
its desired station before the first

model needs to be manoeuvred”

This might seem to be rather
complicated but, with practice (and I'll
admit a large lake makes life so much
easier), it can be mastered. One tip is
to have both transmitters on lanyards
looped over your neck but arranged so
that the transmitter controls cannot be
accidentally moved. Having to put one
transmitter down while you pick up the
other one up can introduce a short but
embarrassing lack of control over both
models. Having both transmitters on a
table in front of you could possibly work,
or the more ingenious could perhaps
create a dual transmitter tray that they
could wear.

The alternative is to control both
models from one transmitter. Unless
you are wedded to the steer-wheel style
of transmitter, it is likely that you have
two dual axis sticks to play with, so why
not use one stick for the first model
and the other stick for the second?
Well, this might remove the challenging
gymnastics of grappling with two
transmitters, but it replaces that scenario
with confusing coordination problems.

With stick-based transmitters it is
usual to control the model’s rudder with
the side-to-side movement of one stick
and the throttle (or sails for our windy
brethren) with the up-down movement
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A transmitter with attached lanyard.

of the other stick. It would seem most
logical to put both these functions onto
a single stick, each stick controlling a
separate model. I'll admit that this does
take some getting used to, but with
practice, and starting with slow model
speeds, it can be mastered. It also helps
if there is no one else sailing and getting
in your way while learning.

With multifunction transmitters
that feature a lever, knob or slider, it's
possible to set one of these to control
the motor at a fixed speed until moved
again. It's a method I've used on my
dynamic diving R/C submarine models,
where | adjust the speed with the lever
until the model is cruising submerged
then leave it alone. This could be a way
to control a model whose speed you
leave fixed for most of the time.

Model Two

Rudder Control

Motor Control

Control issues

Double down or buddy up
Double sailing is bound to be confusing
at first, but, if you start by experimenting
at slow speeds, it can eventually
become second nature. If not, then you
could team up with another modeller
to carry out some formation sailing. |
tried this some years ago, escorting a
fellow modeller’s merchantman around
the lake with my destroyer model.

This worked quite well, looked good,
and was certainly better than the

usual aimless sailing around the lake.
But every now and again | think the
‘captain’ of the merchantman forgot
he had an escort, because suddenly,
with no warning, his model would stop
or change direction! So, if you sail in
formation with another modeller, do
talk to each other! ®

Model One

Rudder Control

Motor Control

Double Fun Figure

Possible control of two models
from one transmitter with two
dual axis stick units

A stick arrangement that will allow you to operate two models at once from a single transmitter.




Flotsam & Jetsam

Seehund (Type XXVIIB) Midget Submarine Specification

Length: 11.865m Propulsion:
Beam: 1.684m

Displacement: 17 tons (submerged) Speed:
Complement: 2 crew Range:
Armament: 2 x G7e torpedoes

1 x 60hp (44.8kW) diesel engine

1 x 25hp (18.5kW) electric motor

7.7 knots surfaced; 6 knots submerged
270 n.m. at 7 knots surfaced
63 n.m. at 3 knots submerged

SIZING-UP SEEHUND

John Parker dives into the history of, and modelling options for,

he Seehund (‘Seal’) was the

I best of the midget submarines
that Germany developed

during World War Il. It had dual

propulsion and a crew of two,

which made it suitable for extended

operations; it handled well, had

an excellent periscope and was

almost undetectable due to its small

silhouette and quiet running. But

its promise was never fulfilled as it

arrived too late, not entering service

until 1945. Against the overwhelming

Allied forces arrayed against it by that

time it could do little to stem the tide.

origins

The Germans had been working on a
two-man midget submarine, the Hecht
('Pike") in 1943, influenced by the two
British X-class midget submarines that
were recovered after their attempt

56

this World War Il midget sub

to sink the battleship Tirpitz. This was
designated as the type XXVIIA and

was an electric-only vessel armed with

a mine; faced with the need to pass
through protection nets, it initially had
no protruding hydroplanes but instead
a moving weight system to adjust trim.
Combined with a lack of ballast tanks
this resulted in a completely inadequate
means of control.

Modifications were subsequently
made to the design, including the
ability to mount a torpedo armament,
and an order for 52 boats plus the
prototype was placed and completed
by August 1944. Nagging doubts still
remained, however, and these boats
were never committed to combat,
being used instead to train crews on
another one of the Hecht variants
being considered, known as the Type
XXVIIB Seehund or, later, Type 127.

Seehund submarines seen at Keil at the end of the war
(image sourced via Wikipedia).

Seehund described

The Seehund design, completed in
June 1944, was altogether superior
to the Hecht it evolved from and
was the most sophisticated midget
submarine fielded by the German
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“The Seehund design, completed
in June 1944, was altogether
superior to the Hecht it
evolved from and was the most
sophisticated midget submarine

fielded by the German

Kriegsmarine”

T

]

Kriegsmarine. It adopted a boat-
shaped hull form for better sea
keeping, and a rearrangement
of the internals allowed for the
inclusion of a 60hp Blissing truck
diesel engine for surface travel.
This pushed out the range to 270
nautical miles, or up to 500 nautical
miles when fitted with twin saddle
tanks. A 25hp AEG electric motor
was provided for submerged travel,
powered by eight 7 MAL 210 battery
troughs, six in the nose and two in
the keel. The underwater range was
only 63 nautical miles at 3 knots
or 19 nautical miles at 6 knots —
disappointing figures that were due
to the high resistance of the hull and
the armament arrangement of two
underslung G7e torpedoes.

Atop the deck casing was a squat
conning tower with a transparent
dome which, along with a 1.5

¢

U-S622 at the Musée National de la Marine, Brest, France metre non-retractable but rotating
= (image courtesy of Wikipedia). periscope with air-search capability,
Seehund operational area (image courtesy of Wikipedia). provided outside vision for the

commander sitting amidships. Aft of
the dome was the projection compass
and air intake valve. The craft was
steered and dived by means of a
simple joystick, with the option of
engaging a gyro-operated automatic
steering device to maintain a steady
course. Steering nevertheless was
never fully satisfactory. The first
profile rudder design did not provide
an adequate turning circle so a
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steerable kort nozzle was tried, but
this too was found to be unsatisfactory,
requiring too much effort to move. The
third type tried was a box rudder with
a blade each side of the propeller, and
this was found to be prone to flutter.
Behind the commander and
immediately in front of the diesel
engine sat the engineer, who operated
the various systems and fired the
torpedoes on command. The Seehund
had adequate ballast and trim tanks
and could submerge in as little as two
or three seconds. Its 5mm thick steel
pressure hull was rated for a 30-metre
maximum diving depth, though showed
no signs of distress when taken to 50
metres or more. The craft's small surface
silhouette made it hard to spot visually,
while ASDIC (Anti-Submarine Detection
Investigation Committee — an early form
of sonar) had great difficulty getting a

]

Acutaway Seehund exhibit at the Bundeswehr Museum of German Defense Technology, Koblenz, Germany (image courtesy ; i
of Wikipedia).

A scratch-built Seehund under construction by L. Jewell.
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“The Seehund is well catered for

in most categories of modelling”

return off its tiny hull and hydrophones
were often not sensitive enough to pick
up the sound of its passage at silent
creep speed.

Production

1,000 Seehund were ordered in June
1944, but conflicting priorities and

the deteriorating war situation meant
that by May 1945 when Germany
surrendered only 385 had been
completed. Remaining on the drawing
board was an air-independent or
closed-cycle version of the Seehund,
the Type 227, which made use of liquid
oxygen to run its engine underwater to
achieve greater performance.

In service

Seehund operations commenced on
January 1, 1945, after a very hurried
training program for the crews. The
operational area was principally the North
Sea and English Channel as far as the
Thames estuary, deploying from [jmuiden
on the Dutch coast and engaging any
Allied shipping in the area. This entailed
long transit times to the target area, and
the two-man crews had to endure great
hardships for days on end in the cramped
space of the Seehund hull, especially
when under depth charge attack, which
could continue for several hours. The
main hazard was enemy aircraft and
motor gun boats, though weather
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conditions, particularly ice, was a factor in
the failure of many boats to return from
an operation.

The overall score card for the
Seehunds over the period January
1 to April 28, 1945, was 142 sorties,
accounting for nine Allied merchant
ships, totalling about 19,000 tons sunk
and a further three ships damaged, for
the loss of 35 of their own number. It
had to be reckoned a disappointing
return for the size of the program and
heroism of its crews, but on the other
hand something like 1,000 Allied
aircraft and 500 ships that could have
been deployed elsewhere were kept
engaged to counter the German
midget submarine menace.

Numerous Seehund survivors may
be seen in German museums and
elsewhere as far afield as the United
States. Four were given to France
as reparations at the end of the war
and these served until 1953, proving
that the design was a well-thought-
out service submarine and not just a
desperate stop-gap measure.

Modelling a Seehund

The Seehund is well catered for in most
categories of modelling and makes a
fascinating display piece or working
model. In papercraft, Kit No.266 by
GPM measures 360mm long at 1:25
scale, and from Etsy (www.etsy.com)
one of unknown scale that comes as
downloadable digital files for under £5.
Verlinden make resin kits to 1:35 and
1:72 scale, about 356mm and 165mm
long respectively, with photo-etched
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parts. From ICM comes two plastic
moulded kits in 1:72 scale, covering
the early (Kit No. S006) and late (Kit
No. S007) versions of the Seehund,
with the latter incorporating the
saddle tanks and box rudder. Bronco's
plastic moulded kit, No. CB35053, is
to 1:35 scale, while the Revell kit, No.
05125, is to 1:72.

For scratch-builders, plans for the
Seehund can be found quite readily
online. The book Midget Submarines
of the Second World War by Paul
Kemp includes a fold-out plan to 1:25
scale and will be found useful for the
technical details and service history.

A working R/C model brings the
tantalising prospect of working
torpedoes to mind in a compact,
easy to manage model. Until recently
OTW produced a complete R/C kit to
1:9 scale, but sadly this looks to be no
longer available as it does not appear
on the manufacturer’s website.

Currently, the most promising
source for a working Seehund
appears to be RC Subs (www.
rcsubs.cz). Its offering is based on
a 3D printed kit that is available in
various scales, 1:10, 1:12 and 1:16
for a working model, and 1:144, 1:72
and 1:48 for a static display model.
The working kits utilise a PVC tube
for the hull centre section and are
highly detailed with many etched
parts, but do not include the diving
system. The only proviso is the need
to protect the model from direct
sunlight as the 3D printing filament
tends to degrade in the sun. @
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Richard Simpson offers some practical advice on
how to deal with an apparently seized engine

hile undertaking a bit of
remedial and upgrade work
on a model recently, during

which | replaced an enameled tin feed
tank with a 3D printed one (see the Jan
2026 instalment of Boiler Room), | also
took the opportunity to have a look at
a couple of things that | knew required
attention on the engine. As everything
had to come out anyway so | could
access the feed tank, the engine was
already on the workbench. A couple

of fails in the past had been identified
as being due to a grub screw on one
of the main piston connecting rods
unscrewing itself when running and
locking up inside the crosshead guide.
It was, therefore, my intention to
remove all of them, clean and degrease
them and apply a small spot of Loctite
threadlock to ensure they didn't come
loose again. While it was out of the
model | tried to rotate the engine

Richard’s beautiful 'V’ Four Caton engine as bought. It
had been run by the previous owner but not very much,
and Richard had no idea what kind of oil had been used
internally or externally.
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and was a little bit surprised to feel
just how tight it was to rotate. Being
something I've previously encountered,
it wasn't entirely unexpected, but

what it did make me realise was how
concerning this could be to someone
who hadn't experienced such an issue
before. Consequently, | feel it merits
discussing here in Boiler Room.

If you remember, we looked at
lubricating oils in the Oct '25 edition,
where one thing | mentioned was
the use of what many consider as
suitable Steam Cylinder Qil, or SCO.
Traditionally this would mostly likely
have been in the form of an oil with an
ISO rating of 1000, which translates to
an oil of a similar viscosity to treacle
at room temperature. Before | knew
any better, | fell into the trap of using
this, as it was frequently described
and sold as suitable for model engines
of the size you might find in a model
boat. Now, being that bit older and
wiser, | know it's more suited to larger
engines of higher temperature and

[

pressure ratings than our miniature
versions, so | prefer to use either the
Universal Steam Engine Oil from Morris
lubricants, as sold by Heritage Steam
Supplies or, an even slightly lower
viscosity oil such as the ISO 460 variety
supplied by oil manufacturers and
Miniature Steam Models.

The engine in question was a
Hemmens 'V’ four Caton engine
(see Photo 1), which | had originally
purchased about 20 years ago and, as
with so many of these type of projects
it then sat on a shelf for around 18
years! It was hardly surprising then
that, when it initially became time to
fit the engine into the model it was
destined for, a top end strip down
and a thorough clean was necessary.
This uncovered the remains of old oil
that has solidified over the intervening
years to the point of it looking like
grease (see Photo 2). In fact, that's
basically what it was. This was all
cleaned out (see Photo 3), the engine
was oiled and reassembled with new

The first time Richard tried to run the engine, he found it to be quite stiff, so removed the cylinder heads for a look. What he
found was basically ‘grease’ — the remains of old steam cylinder oil, long since congealed.
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Richard gave the engine a good clean, but while this included the above piston spaces,
he decided not to do a similar job below the pistons as that would have meant completely

dismantling the engine.

I

% 4

head gasket.

Luckily his homemade gasket hole punch was a good size for the cylinder head screws,
S0 a piece of gasket paper was cut into a suitable shape and punched out to make a new

o ST e

The engine was reassembled and run on air reasonably successfully. Richard admits that looking back now he should perhaps
have been more critical of the engine’s performance, because, while it did run smoothly, he had always felt it used a bit more

7 C/V

air than he would have expected.

gaskets (see Photo 4) and following
that it ran successfully a number of
times two years ago.

Fast forward to present day
Since those initial runs the model has
again sat on the shelf for, this time, just
a couple of years, so | was expecting
the engine to turn over OK. However,
the more | thought about it, the more |
realised what was happening.
The first point to consider was the fact
that the engine was run 20 years ago
using ISO 1000 steam cylinder oil. This
oil had liberally coated both the inside
and the outside surfaces of the engine,
pipework and lubricator, so while | had
changed to a lower ISO oil there was
still plenty of ISO 1000 oil around.

| then started to give some serious
thought to the engine itself...

Many of us use oscillating engines
in our models, with one significant
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advantage being that of simplicity.
There are relatively very few moving
parts in an oscillator, even a double
acting twin cylinder version, so
resistance to turning is not so much of
an issue.

Turning our attention to the
Caton though, just starting with the
crankshaft, we have four bottom
end bearings, four valve eccentric
straps, two crankshaft main bearings
and an additional eccentric for the
water pump, and then add to that
four piston rod glands, four top end
piston bearings, four valve rod glands,
four valve rod top end bearings, four
pistons, four valves and a water pump
piston! When you think about it, there
are a huge number of moving parts
(see Photo 5). When every single one
of those moving parts is restricted
from turning due to being coated with
treacle, it all starts to make sense.

Steam Basics Pt. 174

“Instinctively, we might reach for
the strongest solvent we have to
hand and start liberally applying

it to the engine. However, ,...”

So, while the initial reaction might be
to think there's something mechanically
wrong with an engine, the first thing
to do is to give it a thorough clean up,
both internally and externally.

The clean up

Before the very thought of
completely dismantling such a
complex engine as the 'V’ four Caton
gives anyone palpitations, let me
assure you that | did take a very
sensible approach. All | wanted to
do was completely wash away all
residues of oil (whether that be the
original ISO 1000 oil or the later oils)
and get back to a nice, clean engine.

Instinctively, we might reach for the
strongest solvent we have to hand
and start liberally applying it to the
engine. However, the challenge with
this is that A) you will remove all traces
of any form of lubricant, so rotating
the engine runs the risk of causing
damage and B) strong solvents can
potentially soak into the surface of
rubber components, such as joints and
seals, causing them to swell or crack
and fail. Strong solvents also have a
habit of damaging paintwork. Either
way solvents are not a good idea.

So, what | wanted was something
that would dissolve oil effectively while
still providing a degree of lubrication
and protection. The perfect product
for this is WD 40 (see Photo 6). This
is actually designed as a very thin
penetrating lubricant that gets into
every little nook and cranny, dissolves
any muck, grease and old oil and
replaces it with a protective lubricating
film. This isn't to say I'm advocating
running our engines for any length
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/48
L X
One of the most useful and versatile products ever created
for engineering and electrical applications, in Richard’s
opinion! He feels it is often overlooked when considering v
an effective solvent that still leaves a suitable protective o 0 e o b Jr 1t
lubricating film. While he wouldn’t run a model steam ome people may have access to the WD 40 bulk 5-litre tins but most of us will rely on the handy aerosol cans. To decant the

/ 4 / 4 | ~—

engine for a prolonged period of time with just WD 40 product, fit the red nozzle and simply spray it into an ice cream tub, or something similar, using a rough cover to prevent it
on it, itis, he points out, fine for light, brief use. splashing everywhere.

e,
/ ~— | —

Tilt the container to give a ‘deep end’ and simply paint the WD 40 all over the moving parts while frequently rotating the engine. After a while, the engine can be left to soak before repeating the brushing
until you are happy that all external surfaces had been thoroughly cleaned.
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of time on WD 40, but it does allow
us to thoroughly clean up a gunged
up engine without having to resort to
dismantling it. So, this is how | did it...
First of all, | decanted a quantity of
WD 40 from an aerosol can into an
old ice cream tub. | decanted a fairly
liberal amount as | was anticipating
the WD 40 would quickly become

T T
AR Ry £3F il
Ty

| It [
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For internal surfaces, either a small syringe or a plastic pipette can be used to draw up some of the WD 40 fm the tub.

contaminated and get to the point
where | was then simply redistributing
the gunge.

If you haven't done this before |
suggest fitting the little red tube that
you normally get with an aerosol can
of WD 40, pointing it into the ice
cream tub, covering the tub with either
its lid or a cloth/plastic sheet/piece

Steam Basics Pt. 174

“This is actually designed as a
very thin penetrating lubricant
that gets into every little nook and
cranny, dissolves any muck, grease
and old oil and replaces it with a
protective lubricating film”

of paper, and carefully pressing the
nozzle (see Photo 7). You should get a
reasonable flow of liquid that doesn’t
create too much vapour, if any at all.
Before anyone mentions it, | know you
can also buy WD40 in liquid form in
large 5-litre cans, but they are pretty
expensive and not many of us have the
need for such quantities.

Confident | had enough WD 40 in the
bottom of the tub, | placed the engine
into it, tilted the tub to give a 'deep
end’ and started to apply the WD 40 to
all parts of the engine with a small stiff
paint brush. The WD40 was worked
into all the bearings and external
moving parts, while the engine was
constantly being rotated by hand (see
Photo 8). This was repeated a number
of times over the course of the day,
with the engine simply left to soak in in
between sessions.

It was then time to turn my attention
to the internal surfaces. First, using a

This is then injected into the engine slowly while rotating the engine by hand and moving the regulating valve. This ensures that there is as much WD 40 on the internal surfaces as possible.
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The engine can then be turned over slowly on air as it ejects the WD 40 and cleans up all the internal surfaces. Once the
exhaust has dried out, the process can be repeated until you're happy that all the old oil and collected muck hiding in the
internals has been removed. The engine should by now be significantly easier to turn over by hand.

It ticks over on almost no steam pressure and runs up smoothly to a brisk top speed once the boiler is at working pressure.
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pipette, | drew some WD40 from the
tub (see Photo 9), and forced some
into the engine inlet (see Photo 10),
again while turning the engine and
operating the regulating valve. Next,

| connected an airline to the inlet and,
with the minimum pressure possible, |
just turned the engine over slowly on
air. The air obviously quickly ejects the
WD 40, so the process simply involves
running the engine for a few minutes
then stopping, injecting some more
WD 40 and then running it again for

a few minutes (see Photo 11). Very
quickly, as the hardened old oil was
removed internally and externally, the
engine freed up. | kept leaving it to
soak then going back to it for another
brush and run session throughout most
of the day, before finally taking the
engine out and giving it a thorough
wipe down with a rag. The engine now
ticked over beautifully, with almost no
pressure reading on the compressor
reducer.

Finishing off

After | was happy that all traces of the
old oil had been removed, | thoroughly
oiled all external surfaces with a light
machine oil from an oiling pen and
injected some ISO 460 Steam Cylinder
Oil into the steam inlet. The engine
rotated very easily and turned over
perfectly smoothly by hand.

Since this clean up the engine has
been replaced into the model and run
on steam (see Photo 12), |'ve decided
that, considering it's an engine with
so many moving parts, | will continue
to run it on ISO 460 oil internally and
a very light machine oil externally.
Every time | run it on steam, | use
the engine to run the boiler pressure
down at the end of each session and
| am quite surprised, and delighted,
at how it still turns over on almost no
discernable pressure.

Conclusion

In the past when I'd picked up engines
and felt how stiff they'd become with
age | had, usually, still got away with
running them for a bit on steam. | 'd
never come across one that felt quite
as tight as the Caton did though.
The number of moving parts and

the remains of very old ISO 1000 oil
had obviously tightening things up
considerably.

So, if you pick up an engine that has
been sat for a long time and appears
to have seized, just think about what
might be going on before deciding to
pull everything apart. A good clean up
internally and externally with a product
such as WD 40 might be all you need
to return the engine to smooth reliable
performance. ®
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Memory Lane

Best of Britis

Dave Wiggins reflects on RCS Ltd’s transition from

analogue to digital systems

ollowing up on last month’s
Fintroductory feature on British

firm RCS Ltd, this month the story
continues with the firm’s transition
from analogue to digital systems,
made possible only by the invention
of the semiconductor transistor during
the 1950s and its development into
integrated circuitry techniques during
the late '60s and early '70s.

RCS proportional gear
The dawn of much more realistic
proportional control was a huge deal for
R/C modellers. All the early effort went,
understandably, into developing aircraft
control systems, where finer control was
more desirable and the financial rewards
for manufacturers could be maximised.
Only once the high development costs
had been recovered did manufacturers
begin to offer simplified (2- and 3-channel)
sets for marine use. This becomes evident
when you look at the RCS advertisement
featured in this article; a 3-channel option
is listed but is very obviously targeted at
dlider pilots. A 2-channel boat radio was
also sometimes seen listed but I've never
actually encountered one.

The very first model 'Digifive’ and
‘Digithree’ sets were quite bulky radios,
akin to all the first proportionals,
whether built in the USA or in Britain.
Large transmitters with simple control
sticks, mechanical trimmers and heavy
servos typified such sets. When looking
at the September 1969 issue of our
companion title RCM&E one can easily
see the publicity angle of the RCS ""No
Transistors” and "’No IF transformers’
advertising promoting the integrated
electronics in these sets. Quite where
the "“Integrated circuitry RX gives

S

The complete RCS Digifour outfit discussed in the body copy

of this article.
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reliability 60 times greater than old type
transistors” claim came from |'ve no idea,
though - dreamland possibly!

our featured radio
That said, the 2nd generation RCS digital
range was a lot smaller and lighter all
round, and my lead item this month is
one such set — the then very popular four
function RCS 'Digifour’ outfit.

Like the firm’s first ‘Digifive’ set,
the first run of ‘Digifour’ transmitters
retained old style control sticks (I think
those fitted on my own example are
from British Remcon rather than the
more popular American Bonner sticks
used on the very first RCS proportional
radios). The mechanical trimmers, fitted
on both, are pretty horrible things to use,
as they offset the main control column
from neutral whenever they are adjusted.
Clearly, buyers must have shared my
own dislike of such sticks as RCS soon
substituted better bought-in items from
Orbit in the USA. Featuring electo-
mechanical trimmers and being very
smooth in action, Orbit sticks are still
very usable items even today. On electo-
mech’ sticks, the trim levers are attached
to the potentiometer body, while the
stick itself operates the potentiometer
spindle. Physical neutral is thus static.

Servos supplied with the Digifour/
Digisix duo were also from Orbit
and featured that famous firm'’s third
generation servo mechanism, the very
popular imported model PS3-D offering
(which, like the earlier PS2D, had both
linear and rotary output arms, with
internal amplifiers fitted).

@

An interesting aspect (today) of the
radio is that these servos continued to be
supplied by RCS with 4-wire electronic
amplifiers. 4-wire electronics, used by
us all prior to the invention of modern
3-wire packages by Bob Elliot of EK
Logictrol (USA), had a fundamental
weakness in that, should any one of the
three power wires detach, the servo
would drive to an extreme — the worst
possible outcome. The PS3D mechanism
was a popular choice for many British
makers, suggesting that the its reliability
was pretty good.

Modern techniques come

to R/C

As | mentioned earlier, the huge
advance with the Digifour (and the
matching Digisix, of course) was in
the company's use of some very early
integrated circuitry in the receiver
decoder. | am fairly sure that this truly
micro receiver was the first of the
genre to feature decoding ICs in the
UK. These minute ‘chips’ made the
construction of really tiny, lightweight
receivers possible for the very first time.
Back then, RCS Ltd was associated
with the major electronics concern of
Thorn-EMI and, although the chips are
unmarked, EMI Ltd is almost certainly
the source of the chip set illustrated.

| find myself wondering if RCS even
assembled these decoder boards or

“Quite where this claim came

Jfrom, I've no idea — dreamland

,)’

possibly!

Closer views of the Digifour transmitter and its control column.
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Memory Lane

and EMI Microelectronics Division,
ANNOUNCE

THE WORLD" S FIRST COM PLETELY

LLEST SIZE GREA‘I‘ES
RELIAB![ITY AND PERFORMANCE

e NSTES ALL INTEGRATED
CIRCUITRY RX, AND LOGIC GIVES
RELIABILITY 80 TIMES GREATE

THAN OLD TYPE TRANSISTORS.

NO LF. STRIP

THE CONVENT|ONAL LF.
STRIP AND TROUBLESOME |.F. CANS
REPLACED BY A ROCK STABLE CERAMIC
CRYSTAL BLOCK FII.TEH UNlT GIVING
BEST EVER SELECTIVI
BANDWIDTH OF 5 KH. z

N THER
it WITH THIS REMARKABLE
RX, THE SENSITIVITY IS 3uV AND

A super- cluse view of a pa/r of EMI chlps used in the decoder.

if EMI Ltd supplied them ready to
go. This would not have been that
unusual. Flight Link (FLC), for example,
is known to have imported readymade
receiver RF boards for some of its
sets and the commercial Radio/TV
business commonly used readymade
sub assemblies. The major concern
where | trained — EKCO Ltd - used both
readymade IF strips and audio amps in
some of its popular transistor radios.
The RCS receiver RF section would
also have been described as ‘solid state’
back in its day, employing a device called
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A PROVEN DESIGN

METZ INTERN ATIONALS, A
OUR CUSTOM

EASILY CONVERTED TO
A FIVE OR SIX

Actual size of Ax ¥

"

x13x1
H.Yzl?\lﬁ Wi"ElGHT 14} oz

a.9.c. RANGE A FANTASTIC 66 db.

2nd AND 5th IN
BRITISH NATIONALS. 1st ANg 2nd IN

ERS SAY
FANTAS:’I(EZ PERFORMANCE

DIGIFOUR

DIGIFIVE
ITH FOUR MiNI ORBIT SERVOS

£165 epon 0127

DIGISIX £170 epor e
WITH FOUR MINI ORBIT SERVOS

RADIO CONTROL SPEGIALISTS LTD.

NATIONAL WORKS, BATH ROAD, HOUNSLOW., MIDDX
Telephone: 01-572 0933/4/5

A sample Orbit PS3D, as supplied by RCS Ltd.

“These minute ‘chips’ made
the construction of really tiny,
lightweight receivers possible for
the very first time”

a crystal filter instead of the usual triple
IF transformer line up. RCS Ltd had
been early adopters of such devices (aka
trans filters) for its Superhet’ receivers - |
can no longer recall just how reliable
these (then) ultra new items were for
RCS; certainly, many of the early radios

had a lot of teething trouble as they
moved from discrete electronics to full
integration, with some quite big names
reverting back to transistor encoders and
decoders after chip failures in the field.
Being “first’ with a new technology is not
always the best idea folks!

Batteries supplied (the only choice
at the time) were the old style 500mah
cylindrical ‘Deacs’, either from Varta or
Ever Ready.

My set also came with some quite
interesting literature, of which samples
are illustrated here.




Memory Lane

Rechargeable Ni-Cads supplied with the Digifour set.

~___-—————/

DIGITAI

waToNaL

A selection of RCS literature.

In summary

It's becoming quite popular on the modern
vintage R/C scene to totally rebuild
attractive vintage transmitters like the one
featured in this article by ripping out all of
the old electronics and re-equipping with a
modern encoder and 2.4 RF section. If you
know what you're about, this can result in
afar more attractive set than any modemn
transmitter in its boring black plastic can
possibly offer. In this instance, however,

68
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I'd advise you to tread carefully, owing to
the mechanical trimmers on the ye-olde
sticks!

RCS Ltd was at one time easily Britain's
biggest R/C firm and its Hounslow
factory produced a considerable variety
and number of radio sets over many
years. It also attempted a foot hold in
the retail sector, selling its own systems
through its own shops (trading as Radio
Control Supplies). The radio illustrated

“It's becoming quite popular on
the modern vintage R/C scene to
totally rebuild attractive vintage
transmitters... This can result in

a far more attractive set than any
modern transmitter in its boring

black plastic can possibly offer”

represents its ultimate hobby-focused
R/C range.

During the 1970s, bit by bit RCS
shifted its focus from hobby to military
equipment manufacture as it sought
to become involved in designing early
military drones and apparatus. I've no
idea how successful this proved for the
firm but its place and leadership in our
hobby was then taken over by companies
like Skyleader and Sprengbrook.

Future trip down
Memory Lane

The next instalment in this series
will focus on a few useful items of
R/C modelling/home builders test
equipment. Until then, | bid you all
adieu! ®
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Working Plans for
Model Construction

The Entire Sailing Ship & Power Craft Series of
Authoritative Drawings By Harold A Underhill, AMIES

PUBLICATIONS FOR MAKING MODELS
¢ Plank -on-Frame , Vol |

¢ Plank -on-Frame , Vol Il

* Masting and Rigging

* Deep Water Salil

 Sailing Ships Rigs and Rigging

* Sail Training and Cadet Ships

lllustrated list of 70 Sailing Ship Designs £4.00
lllustrated list of 35 Power Craft £4.00

Please write for further information and catalogue to:

Brown, Son & Ferguson, Ltd
Unit 1A, 426 Drumoyne Road, Glasgow, G51 4DA
Tel: +44 (0) 141 883 0141
Email: info@skipper.co.uk Website: www.skipper.co.uk

PLANS / MOULDINGS / WOODPACKS / TOOLS / ACCESSORIES / DVDs / BOOKS
The World's biggest selection of Radio Controlled Aircraft, Boat & Model Engineering plans & pz 1

sarik noobies

BREEZE
BRISTOL CHANNEL PILOT CUTTER

Plan DAPO06 £16.65
FE Hull DAHO06 £103.50

SAVE: Plan & Hull
DASET006 £120.] 15

BRAVE
BORDERER

GP-MM609

DAPOO1

Plan £16.65 Plan MM609 £13.95
FG Hull DAHOO1 £97.20 FG Hull HULMMB09 £83.70
Plan & Hull Set DASETO001 £113.85 Plan & Hull Set SETMM609 £97.65

Manvers Waterfront Boat Club

MODEL BOAT
BRING AND BUY SALE

Sunday 12th April: 10am - 4pm

PRE-OWNED MODELS FOR SALE
PARTS AND FITTINGS

SELLERS £10 PER TABLE (6FT)

PAY ON THE DAY - NO CARD FACILITY

FREE PARKING ON THE BEACH

Come on down to the Boat Club and join us for our ‘Bring and Buy Sale’.
We have disabled access, a takeaway cafe serving hot food & drinks and

toilets on site.

Sellers £10 per table (6ft). For more details or to provisionally book a
table contact: Stephen Perkins on stephen.perkins@mwbc.org.uk

Manvers Waterfront Boat Club

The Boathouse, Station Road, Wath-upon-Dearne,
Rotherham, South Yorkshire S63 7DG

www.mwbc.org.uk

Manvers
WATERFRONT

Boat Club A

= O§O

The store for the model boat builder

SHORT KIT (SETS)

Includes plan & wood packs where available

PLAN & HULL (SETS)

Includes plan & FG (fibreglass) or ABS (styrene) hull

Barb’s Boat SET3550 £99.00

Choupette SET2560 £135.00

Etoile Jet Bike! SET2324 £83.00

Fairey Huntress 23 SETMB2131 £77.00
Fairey Huntsman SETMM680 £83.00

Fairey Huntsman 31 SETMM2111 £68.00
Higgins Hellcat Torpedo SETMM2056 £75.00
HMS Crane SET3524 £48.00

HMS Embling SETMM2055 £69.00

HMS Temerity SETMM2094 £71.00

Invictus of Allington SETMM2117 £87.00
Mariner US 80 Tow Boat SET3532 £80.00
Meteor SET2407 £60.00

Nimbus Mk3 SET3133 £69.00

Orca (from Jaws’) SET2463 £135.00

Pilot Boat (L - 37.25") SETMAR3062-L £194.00
Pilot Boat (S - 24.8”) SET3062-S £93.00

Pilot Boat Il SETMM645 £81.00

RAF Rescue Launch SET3703 £83.00

Riva Aquarama 1:12 SET2552/LG £135.00
Riva Aquarama 1:24 SET2552/SM £36.00
SGE&K 22" Runabout SET3509 £46.00

SS Noggsund Steamship SETMM2057 £40.00
Star Baby SET3295 £116.00

70 Wee Nip SET2966 £60.00
Sunday Best Speed BoatSETMM2120 £81.00
SV Sunbeam Solar Ferry SETMB2141 £87.00
UTE Workboat SETMM2079UTE £63.00
Thames Barge Veronica SET3584 £162.00
Thames Lighter SET3552 £43.00

Tid Tug (T.LD. Class Tug) SET2447 £118.00
USS Bodega Bay SETMAGM2010 £162.00
Venice Lagoon Ferry Burano 2 SET3585 £30.00
Vosper MTB SETMM2062 £76.00

Vosper MTB379 SET3505 £128.00

Baikal FG SETMM1331 £98.55

Bluebird Of Chelsea ABS SETBM1449 £48.60
Brave Borderer FG SETMM609 £97.65

Breeze (Pilot Cutter) FG DASET006 £120.15
Britannia Paddle Ship FG SETMM1336 £99.90
Burutu & Bajima Tug ABS SETMM1339 £47.70
Celia May Steam Launch FG SETMM1429 £48.15
Cormorant ABS SETV112 £43.65

Egrete Pusher Tug ABS SETMM1417 £48.15
Forceful Tug FG SETMM1292&3 £118.80

Galway Hooker FG SETSH2022B £122.85

Grand Banks Schooner FG SETMM962 £100.35
Guardsman FG SETMM1330 £11115

Harbour Defence Launch ABS SETMM1356 £47.25
Havendienst IV Tug ABS SETMM1440 £46.35
IBEX BM.27 FG DASET004 £105.30

Katie (Gaff Rig Pilot Cutter) FG DASET001 £113.85
Keenoma Tug FG SETMM1322 £117.45
Kingfisher Cruiser FG SETMM1458 £116.10

Lady Ma FG DASET002 £86.40

Liverpool Lifeboat FG SETMM1448 £110.70
Lulonga Paddle Tug ABS SETMM1465 £53.10
Manx Nobby FG DASET00S £121.05

Marguerite FG DASET008 £117.45

Moorcock 1:24 FG SETSH2023B £140.85
Neptune 36 Trawler FG SETMM1436 £116.10
Pilot 40 ABS SETMM1444 £52.20

Pilot Cutter ‘Hilda 2’ FG DASET003 £142.20
Plaudit Thames River Tug FG SETMM1453 £123.30
Revive Static Sail FG SETMM1275 £95.85
Shirley Ann ABS SETMM1422 £4815

Smit Nederland Tug ABS SETMM1409 £4815

St Cervia Thames Tug FG SETMM567 £89.55

St Louis Belle Paddle Ship FG SETMM826 £87.30
Submersible Submarine ABS SETBM1426 £31.05
Topsail Schooner FG SETMM909 £86.40

Tyne DAS Lifeboat FG SETMM1390 £94.50
Victoria Steam Launch ABS SETMM1368 £40.95

Buy the set & save up to 15%

Plan MM1448 £13.50 Plan MM1409 £13.50  VosperRTTL SETMMS30 £74.00
FG Hull HULMM1448  £97.20 FG Hull HULMM1409  £3510  Wild Duck SETMM2127 £126.00
Work Horse SETMM2108 COMING SOON!
Plan & Hull Set SETMM1448  £110.70 Plan & Hull Set SETMM1409  £48.10
\ S e ;ﬁ TOOLS,
& >, RAILING & LEADING EDG ; 11 ACCESSORIES
& > imaNce Rat ) FREE UK & SUPPLIES
BALSA - DEleVERY ) ‘ We also stock screwdrivers,
PLY & BALSA LEADING & TRAILING ED on °'£;5‘0 ) hand files, sanding blocks, tools &
.,//”//,’// SPRUCE RICAL LEAD D Lt 'l clamps, epoxy, aerosols & more
y )
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Perma-Grit Tools
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EXCLUSIVE UK Distributor for Iwata & Sparmax
Trade Enquiries Welcome!

Max-4"F AEbrush.

ACON,

Gravity-Feed
Airbrushing Kit
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jart 2026 Strong!

hler Airbrushing
Best Value Tools

www.Airbrushes.com 01903 767800 sales@airbrushes.com
The Airbrush Company Ltd. 79 Marlborough Road, Lancing Business Park, BN15 8UF
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Have your say...

Your Letters

Got views to air or information to share? Then we want to hear from you!

Letters can either be forwarded via email to editor@modelboats.co.uk or posted to Readers
Letters, Model Boats, Kelsey Media, Media Centre, Morton Way, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6JR

RAF launch info appeal
| noticed on page 12 of the January
issue of Model Boats magazine, in the
article on 2025 Scale Model World show,
a picture of the RAF launch belonging
to John Lingwood of Stafford MBC.
What especially interested me is that |
have a similar, possibly identical, model
in my collection, although | have tried
without success to find out more about
the model or the 1:1 scale original on
which it was based. This is the first time
| have seen another example of this
model, if indeed it is the same as John's.
My model has a 30" long fibreglass
hull, wooden deck and cabin, and
three propellers, although only the left
and right ones are currently in use. It is
finely detailed and has been made by a
modelmaker more skilled than me.
| obtained the model a few years ago
from the family of the late Peter Throp
who, coincidentally, was also a member
of Kirklees Model Boat Club around
30 years ago. The model needed
recommissioning, involving fitting new
radio-control equipment, new battery,
rectifying a few leaks in the hull, a good
clean and touching-up of the paintin a
few places. After a few trial sails on the
lake at Wilton Park, Batley, | entered
itin the club’s Island Endurance
event last Spring where, although not
finishing the hour-long endurance test,
it gave me encouragement to try again
in 2026 with a higher capacity battery.
It was good to see in the magazine
another model boater enjoying
exhibiting and sailing a similar, possibly
identical model. Could anyone provide
more information about the model and
possibly the prototype on which it is
based?
GRAHAM SMITH
KIRKLEES MBC MEMBER

On receipt of your email, | reached
out to John Lingwood, copying him into
the info and photo you kindly sent me,
requesting more information on his RAF
launch (as featured in the Scale Model
World report run in our January 2025
edition).

John has kindly explained: “My model
was built on a commercially available
GRP hull; this is currently offered by
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John Lingfield’s RAF ;innéce, as disp?a yed at §cal;Mode/ World and featured in the January 2026 issue of Model Boats.

Mountfleet Models, although the mould
dates way back to the late 70s/early 80s).
There was no plan, but no matter, John
Lambert had produced drawings still
available from Sarik Hobbies) for one
of this class of Groves and Gutteridge
60ft general service pinnace; G&G were
marine architects and yacht builders on
the Isle of Wight. Much perusal of the
website RAFboats.com led me to decide
on the particular launch | would model
using JL's plans as a basis for construction.
“Apart from the hull, the rest was
scratch built using John Lambert’s
drawings, with everything from the deck
upwards fashioned from styrene sheet.
"l scaled the model to 1:24, resulting
in a length 30 inches, with motive

power supplied by 3 x 385 motors
running on 12V.

“There are three shafts and two
rudders, exactly as per the original
design; though the two outer shafts are
contra rotating, on the real things all
shafts have the same ‘hand’.

“The model operates on 2-channel
2.4Ghz R/C. It comes up easily onto
the plane, and the motors are sufficient
to replicate the full speed of 16 knots.”

“If Mr Smith is interested, | have a good
selection of ‘in build’ photographs | would
be more than happy to share with him.”

I will, of course, send you John's
contact details. | am sure he will also
be able to provide information on the
prototype vessels, too. Ed.
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Have your say...

New Years Day sailing & Leeds Castle observations

Of course, with New Year’s Day 2026
being a Thursday and therefore a
Club sailing afternoon, it had to
be celebrated, didn't it! The air
temperature was about 5C with a light
breeze, but we'd had a couple of hard
frosts overnight (down to -3C) anyway
so arrival at the lake it was covered in
thin ice and some confused waterfowl.
Fortunately, two members turned
up with heavy glass-fibre hulled tugs
and proceeded to clear a strip next
to the launch area outside that we
could reach by hand. The noise of the
ice grating and eventually breaking
against the hulls made my skin crawl,
but power to them! Eventually we
managed to get enough clear water
for several yachts and my Type31
frigate to join the tugs and chunter up
and down, but we packed up early,
about 1500, before we ourselves
froze. Unusual, but a good friendly
meet, attracting many intrigued
observers out for their constitutional.
While writing, although | did
not get the opportunity to board
any of the OPVs in my day, | must
congratulate Stuart Henderson on
his superb model of HMS Leeds

Breaking the ice at the Warminster MBC's 2026 New Yea,

E-boat mission

| am trying to help a friend of mine
who is looking for anyone who has,
or knows of, a 1.24 scale German
E-boat for sale. It doesn't have to
be complete, as he'd be equally
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r’s Day gathering.

Castle, as featured in the Your Models
section of last month'’s issue. Looking
in particular at the smaller picture
that appeared on page 78, which so
well depicts the cluttered nature of
RN platforms of that era, if | may, |
would like to make two observations,
given they are based now on distant
memory...

1. The two life belt housings at the rear
of the bridge wings (P&S with the
sloping bases) are part of the ‘man
overboard’ response process. On
alarm, a punch button in the bridge
releases both rings into the sea and
generates a point of light on the nav
plot to aid recovery.

2. Petrol is hazardous both in liquid
and gaseous form (both heavier than
air) and is considered particularly
dangerous on ships. As a result,
procedures for handling and
storing it on all RN platforms are
rigorous. Looking at the inflatable,
| note it is not ready for imminent
deployment, no outboard mounted,
therefore the Officer of the Watch
would be most ‘disappointed’ to find

]

N B

happy with an unfinished project.
DAVID WATSON
EMAIL

The only 1:24 scale kit I'm aware of
is the Battlecraft one (https://www.

petrol containers, full or empty, not
secured in the fuel stowage locker,
which | think is the rectangular
structure alongside that inflatable.
For information, in the event of

an incident that locker is capable
of ejecting the petrol containers
overboard, hence its location.

| pass this information not as any
form of criticism but as perhaps
talking points at pondside.
MIKE PAYNE
WARMINSTER MBC

| always enjoy the quiet that seems
to descend on New Year’s Day, and,
providing you‘re wrapped up warm, |
reckon this would be the perfect way
to totally chill out — LOL!

| have already passed your
interesting observations regarding
the Leeds Castle on to Stuart, who,
rest assured, has taken them in the
spirit in which they’re intended and
tells me he will bear this in mind next
time he is debating where to locate
his fuel canisters! The model looks, as
you point out, looks simply superb, so
I, too, am only sharing the info in case
it is of assistance to others. Ed.

e T Bt
i o

FEiaaid

battlecrafts.com/complete-fittings-
kits/1-24th-scale/246-ww2-german-
e-boat-1-24-scale), but it's pretty
pricey at £410. Fingers crossed
someone reading can be of more
help. Ed.
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Artistic license vs reality

| was pleased to see (in the January
2026 issue) that my Fifie plan

had resulted in a model. | would,
however, point out that, when at
sea, all gear on small open deck
fishing vessels of this type needs

to be stowed properly; space is
limited and the last thing you'd
want would be clutter endangering
safe movement on deckin a
seaway where there will often be
violent gyrations. Another small
observation is that the wheelhouse
door would normally be hinged at
forward side, not the after side as
shown.

JIM POTTINGER

EMAIL

Thanks very much for sharing
your wonderfully atmospheric shot
of a 1:1 scale Fifie, Jim, and for
the well explained reality check.
These are without doubt very
valid points, as are Mike Payne’s
similar Health & Safety at sea OPV
observations.

On the flip side, it could be
argued that choosing to take a little
artistic license when it comes to
detailing can simply add to the fun
and enjoyment of a project. That
said, as Mike pointed out, having
additional knowledge in your back
pocket during any chats entered
into with casual pondside admirers
is bound to give them more to think

Have your say...

about and earn you more kudos. Ed.  Caught on camera by Jim Pottinger: a fifie at sea.

Watercraft MTB kit

After chatting with one of my
customers, Nick Clarke in The Wirral,
he sent me this photo of a vintage
model boat kit, which he thinks may
have been made and marketed

just after the war. Any thoughts or
experience of this manufacturer?
CLEVDON STEAM,

via DAVE WOOLEY

EMAIL

The closest my online research has
come to being able to tell you any
more about this kit was finding an
empty box for a Watercraft 1:600 scale
destroyer (HMS Isis) offered for sale
on eBay. The listing dates its release as
1947, so, despite an obvious change
to the artwork design of the paper
label affixed to the box, | think Nick’s
early post-war suggestion for the No.
457 Motor Torpedo Boat is likely to

be correct. The late 1940s/early 1950s

did see a shift from war work back to
production of other goods, such as
toys, with the focus on wood, tinplate
and early plastic ones largely driven
by companies in the London area.
Unfortunately, I've drawn a blank on
digging up any more information on
this particular Teddington-based kit
manufacturer (although Watercraft
could, of course, be a brand rather
than company name).

So, it's over to you, chaps! Ed.

- No. 457. MOTOR TORPEDO BOAT: o
. 5 in. Scale Model Outfit. CangalnlngSectlona1 HULL, KEEL, Torpedo - . - L
Tubes, Wires, Stripwood, Balsa Cément, :Printed Superstructure

Deta(ls Ventilators, - Building Instructlons z{nd the VERI-TRU

- authentic plans.

o4 EINISHE'D MODEL LENGTH l2in BEAMS{m PRICE 8/6. %

WATE RC RA.PT MODEL KITS {

. HIGH STREET, TEDDINGT

¥ MIDDLESEX

We would love to hear from anyone who can tell us more about Watercraft and, in particular, its Motor Torpedo Boat kit.

New sailing venue sought

| live on the border of Shropshire and hours) a week. So, | am looking for

Cheshire, and | have been looking
for a club whose water | can sail
my model boats on. | used to be a

member of Crewe and District Club,

but the owners of the lake have cut
down their hours of sailing to only
two sessions (each of only three
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options. | cannot find any contact
details for the Telford District Club
so | am not sure whether this may
have closed down. Any suggestions
would be most appreciated.
ANDRE DUYS

EMAIL

| can’t find any info on Telford
District MBC either, Andre, but
hopefully any members reading will
be able to supply contact details
| can pass on to you. Likewise, |
will gladly forward on any invites
from other clubs in your area. Once
again, over to you, chaps!




All hands on deck!

Your Models

Whether you're highly skilled and experienced or completely new to the hobby,
you're definitely invited to this launch party! So please keep the contributions
coming by emailing your stories and photos to editor@modelboats.co.uk

MS Oldenburg

Exactly a year ago, in the January
2025 edition, plans and a build guide
for MS Oldenburg by Ray Wood were
published, and yesterday | finally
finished my offering. As | live in Devon
and not that far from Bideford where
the ship regularly ties up alongside
the Quay it was an obvious choice for
me to start building. | was also able
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to see the ship in Bideford and take
numerous pictures, which have been
a great help with many of the details.
Quite a challenging build but | am
pleased with the result. Can't wait
now for my model boat club to start
the new season at Easter when sea
trials can begin!

Here are three pictures you may find

worthy of the magazine. One shows
the lighting | have installed.

JOHN CORAH

EMAIL

She’s looking very smart indeed,
John! Please do send in some further
pics when you get her on the water for
‘sea’ trials. Ed.

N

o -
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Clyde Puffer Glenaray
Puffers are very interesting little boats
and have a place in in Scotland’s
folklore and literature, thanks to
Neil Munro's short stories about the
fictional puffer Vital Spark.

Originally designed for the Forth

John Corah’s splendid build of MS Oldenburg based on Ray Wood's plans for this model featured in the January 2025 issue of Model Boats.

and Clyde Canal in the 1850s, puffers
soon proved their worth around
Scotland’s coastline, carrying all
manner of cargo. They were often seen
beached in small communities around
Argyll and elsewhere, discharging coal.
The puffer’s design was so efficient

All hands on deck!

that the Admiralty cloned one to
create a class of auxiliary 'Victualling
Inshore Craft’. Steam powered, these
brought supplies such as water and
fuel to warships in harbour. After

the War, these new vessels then
effortlessly became some of the last of
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All hands on deck!

=3

No attention to detail spared on AlasziairAllan s utterly charming Clyde puffer, Glenaray.

Pond yacht restorations
| particularly enjoyed Stuart Deacon'’s
piece about restoring llona'’s pond
yacht in the January 2026 issue. |
restored two pond yachts in 2025 so
| thought | would share some photos
and a couple of techniques | used.
| bought both models as wrecks
on eBay to develop my skills
before tackling my Corel 5,5
regatta yacht plank-on-frame kit. The
smaller yacht looked like it had been
painted with a trowel and then dunked
in varnish! The mast had been snapped
off for shipping, and the rigging was a
mess. The larger model was a bare hull,
with no mast, rigging or fittings. It had
been badly varnished without sanding
the hull planking, so it was a bit rough.
The first thing | would say about
restoration is it's much harder than
building new as you have to take the
model apart first, then repair, and make
or find missing parts before you can
even start rebuilding. Unlike Stuart,
| decided to sand the old paint and
varnish off my yachts rather than using
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Scotland’s puffers. One of these was the
Glenaray, the vessel | decided to model.
| realise that many readers will have
built the Caldercraft Northlight 1:32
scale kit, and this was what | based my
own model on. While, in adapted form,
the hull was what | needed, and there
were many elements of the kit such as
the winch and ship’s boat that were
ideal, much needed to be made from
scratch. | had to remake from brass
many parts, including the rudder and
most rigging elements, as | found the
white metal ones supplied were simply
too fragile to be of use.

| also got carried away with detail a
little and ended up building my own
superstructure from scratch. | now have
a puffer which has a smoke unit, lights,

paint stripper. This worked well and also
created smooth surfaces as a result.

As the smaller yacht is made of
plywood, | decided to paint the hull and
cabin roof using some white enamel
radiator paint that | had spare. | must
have brushed on a dozen coats before
sanding back, starting with 1,500 grit
and working through nine increasingly
finer grades, eventually finishing with
12,000 grit (GC Abrasives Micro-Mesh
pads.) This produced a perfectly smooth
mirror finish ready for car polish and wax.

Having sanded the deck right back,
| had to re-create the planking, which
was done using a black rollerball pen.
This dug a shallow groove in the deck
as well as drawing the lines, which gave
a reasonable caulking effect.

The cabin portholes now have
Perspex glazing to prevent water
getting into the cabin.

| attempted to add a self-steering
mechanism, which is visible in one of
the photos. The elastic from the tiller to
the cabin roof holds the rudder straight
ahead until the wind deflects the boom

heads (i.e., a toilet), a cargo of real coal,
a wheelhouse interior and a crew who
bear more than a passing resemblance
to those of the Vital Spark. There is
quite a bit of smoking and tea-drinking
going on aboard the Glenaray, and the
engineer seems to be immersed in a
novel called Lady Cynthia Sins Again!
Glenaray had her sea-trials just
before Hogmanay, and hopefully now
has a successful career ahead of her.
ALASDAIR ALLAN
SCOTLAND

| absolutely love how much fun
you've injected into this model by
totally bringing her to life with all
the incredible little detail touches,
Alasdair. Ed.

and pulls the tiller. As wind pressure
on the sail eases, the rudder returns to
straight ahead. I'm not convinced it will
work very well in practice though.

The rigging is waxed thread used for
leatherwork, which is strong, does not
stretch and | felt had a good scale look
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about it. | made the tiny bowsies from
1mm thick aluminium sheet so the rigging
could be tensioned properly. The sails are
original, but | soaked them in warm water
and baking soda to clean them.

As the larger yacht was only a hull
when | bought it, | started by sanding
and varnishing it while researching
the mast and rigging arrangements.
| found using real yacht varnish
worked better than the water-based
alternatives available these days.

| made the mast from 12mm dowel,
tapered using a wood lathe and sanding
block. The boom is 8mm dowel, fitted
to the mast using a brass Aeronaut
gooseneck | found going cheap on eBay.
The spreaders on the mast are made
from the bamboo sticks that hold price
labels in potted plants. The mast step
is made from a copper disc superglued
to a section of copper plumbing pipe
and then sprayed with clear lacquer. The
two mast rings are also made of copper
plumbing pipe, reduced in diameter by
cutting sections out and supergluing the
ends together. | made the rigging hooks
from brass wire which has, surprisingly,
proven to be strong enough to withstand
tensioning the rigging.

| decided this model would be for
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display and not have sails, so | wanted
to try an experiment with the rigging. |
used copper wire which is tensioned by
passing it through short sections of brass
tubing at deck level, pulling it round the
deck fittings, passing it back through
the brass tubing and bending the end

of the wire over the top of the tubing.
Hopefully this is visible in the photos. |
was surprised to find this worked very
well and was much easier than making
more bowsies. The deck eyelets were
taken from a picture-frame hanging kit. |
think this looks neater than the bowsies
and more in keeping with my theme of
wood, copper and brass.

| sprayed the keels on both models
using metallic copper paint to
represent anti-fouling. | wanted to
show the hull finishes and therefore did
not paint to the waterline as this would
have hidden a much larger area.

| made the stands from 6mm square
section wood bought from B&Q,
stained and then spray lacquered. The
ladder rungs on the stands are made
from brass tubing.

Having now completed these two
restorations, | have moved a little
further up my own learning curve and
will be ready to tackle my first plank-

All hands on deck!

Demonstrating just how far a little TLC can go, these little
and large pond yachts were bought as wrecks and then
exquisitely restored and finished to perfection by Jim Martin.

on-frame build during 2026.
JIM MARTIN
EMAIL

Take a bow. You've done the most
amazing job of restoring these two
beauties, Jim. They both look so slick
and stylish thanks to the sensational level
of finish you've managed to achieve. Ed.

77




Model Boats is a friendly, inclusive,

community-led magazine that

welcomes everyone, from the

complete novice to the seasoned SUBSCRIBE
vet, aboard. As well as including a

FREE PLAN in every other issue,

no aspect of the hobby is off

radar, with content embracing

everything from scale static

display models to radio-controlled,

combustion engine-powered and 2 FAN 1ROI IV NEW TITL
steam-driven working renditions. FOR YOUR BOOKSHEL -
From model yachting skills to Fast

Electric thrills, we've got it covered!

Zmaﬁe% Amrant

Lindsey Amrani

REASONS TO
SUBSCRIBE

1 Coverals all model
boating- static, RC, steam
& combustion

2 Tips & skills for beginners
to seasoned hobbyists

Absalon

3 Fast Electric, yachting &
working model features

AI F . | . t
' I I : F gt lor;;dlo Boatr
i i - Curve i fi Il
Issue & commun |ty Ied orking on wooden ki A """,‘L:ti':c"}gdo’“r:h"m

content as a first-timer

Terms & Conditions: UK Direct Debit, you will pay £59.99 for 12 issues, then £569.99 annually thereafter. Savings based on the standard price per issue
for 12 issues. Offer ends March 20, 2026. Your subscription will start with the next available issue and you will receive 12 issues in a year. For full terms
and conditions visit shop.kelsey.co.uk/terms-and-conditions. : We take great care in handling your personal details and these will only ever be used
as set out in our privacy policy which can be viewed at shop.kelsey.co.uk/privacy-policy. You may unsubscribe at any time.



GET A FULLYEAR OF
MODEL BOATS MAGAZINE

FOR JUST £52.99

for Rowler, a funlittlie (T Fordlalonis i lniolnl s
R/C oar-propelled model | * BUILDING MODEL BOATS, OR
JUST ENJOYING SOAKING
UPTHIS HUGE HOBBY

SAVE UP

; : O/
= % /) TO 46%
s 3 N i;‘abu,ou,:i e ON YOUR MODEL BOATS
—J Do eSmmimiory  SUBSCRIPTION
Q_E;JI

<« VIBs (Very
Impressive Builds)

Check out your fellow
readers’ wonderful work!

‘' EASY WAYS TO SUBSCRIBE
1. coTo CLASSICMAGAZINES.CO.UK/MB02026
2. cALL Us 01507 529529 quoTe MBO2026
3. UseTHIS QR CODE TO GO DIRECTLY TO OUR WEBSITE

Lines open Monday-Friday, 8:30am-5:30pm. Calls charged at your standard network rate.



Visit =& scalescenes.com 2 The home of quality

: i downloadable card
Download => Print = Build o o Kits sifice

Clyde Puffer 2005
Beautifully detailed
waterline model

ONLY £6.75 Editable

Radio Control Boats,

Lights, Sounds, Smoke, -
-y

Guns, 3D printing,
Figure Animatronics

Detailed hold interior
. and deck fittings
.tee Written by Robert Tarzwell View our range of N (1:148) and 00 (1:76)
scale kits at scalescenes.com/dockscenes
Chapter 1 Overview of Radio Control Electronics Chapter 14 Smoke Effects Add Excitement
Chapter2  Radio Equipment Chapter 15 Guns that go“Boom”
Chapter3  Motors and ESC Chapter 16 Electronic Modules

Chapter4  Servos, The Work Horse of the R/C World Chapter 17 Randy Coolbaugh's Phenomenal Tug
Chapter5  Batteries Chapter 18 Animatronics Things and People that Move

Chapter 6 Basic R/C Electronics Theory Chapter 19 Animatronics of Objects

Chapter7  Lighting and Special Optical Effects EE:&:: g? Ci'g:énamg;::%p:;sr AddaRegliem AYiatiOIl Classics
Chapter8  Ships Wiring Chapter 22 Submarines p —\ (1) 11711 )

Chapter9 St‘:unds Chapter 23 Small Rowboats | . .

Chapter 10 Different Ways to Make a Model Boat Chapter 24 Drawings for Motors Gears and Servo I Aviation Classics Monthly celebrates
Chapter 11 Material, Glues and Adhesives Chapter 25 Advancements in 3D Printing ) S the legendary aircraft that ruled the
Chapter 12 Aging Your Model and Time Period Accuracy  Chapter 26 Ideas For Your Next Model 3 A skies from the Second World War

Chapter 13 Paintand Finish Chapter 27 Making A Model Look Spectacular : 4 to the end of the Cold War. Every
p- ] issue dives into iconic machines.
Expect meticulous features,
rare photography and special
artwork, bringing the engineering,
missions and people behind these
aircraft to life. It’s aviation history
told with authority and style.
Plus: Every issue includes an eight-
s 2 SPITFIREMK. XIV page gatefold cover with poster
=" EREE @ [ artwork worthy of framing.

_ _Avallable from Amazon._com : | Sibscribe today!
\L N both bOOk form and Klndle shop.kelsey.co.uk/aviation-classics-magazine
T W |

WWILIET 1M PROFILE

NazilMachii) A
ambi o loster Meteor

Miniature Steam Pty Ltd

Specialist Producer of Model Marine Steam Plants
FREE Postage for Orders AUS$500 and over During 2023

Miniature Steam has just added a horizontal Clyde steam plant to our
range suitable for paddle boats. See Web for details.

Comes With:
Refillable Gas Tan
Exhaust Trap
Ceramic Burner
Pressure Gauge

Safety Valve

=~ Mounted on a Brass

Our 3” Horizontal Clyde Steam Plant is a powerful steam
plant capable of powering boats up to 1.2 Metres

Our website: www.miniaturesteammodels.com Our email: info@miniaturesteammodels.com

80 www.modelboats.co.uk March 2026 ¢ Model Boats



CLASSIFIED

Please call Fiona 01507 529573 » fiona.leak@kelsey.co.uk

Master Builder
1/24 scale tug Sea Trojan
Motor Decaperm coupled with
5” prop strong points for towing,
as accurate as | can make it.
Photos available.

Only £499
Tel: 01772 230929 Lancs
E: philip.scales@hotmail.co.uk

1/16th Speedline Seven ALWAYS IN
L STOCK: Fixi co.uk
Built to a high standard, Graupner
700BB motors, working bow thruster, Huge range of
Eis hatisiine workdg s, miniature fixings, also the home of ModelBearings.co.uk
plus spare receiver, display stand. including our socket e Taps, Dies & Drills * Adhesives
£700 buyer callscts SEIV0 SCrews. * Engine & Miniature bearings * Circlips, efc. etc.

T: 07870 226849. Kent

E: moleandsliv@btinternet.com Tel/Fax +44 (0)115 854 8791 Email: info@

modelfixings.com

1/16 Tamar R/C
built by master modeller,
top prize winner, photos available,
Speedline Y Boat and four figures,
carrying box, genuine reason for
sale, buyer collects.
£1500 ono

Tel: 01949 850065

Unique 44” River
Passenger Cruiser
Including scale passengers,
plus 2 radio sets 1 x 8 channel,
1 x 4 channel, 5 new servos.
£150
Tel: 01845 501922
North Yorks

Australia’s Premier Maritime Hobby Shop

a FLOAT a BOAT g

————Jine Models Since 1962
48c Wantirna Road,
Ringwood Victoria 3134 Australia

Tel. 61 3 9879 2227

www.floataboat.com.au Mail Order

Please mention

Boats

when responding
to adverts

Marketplace

Boats

Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms (please delete)

First name(s)

FLEETSCALE

WWW.FLEETSCALE.COM

GLASSFIBRE BOAT &
WARSHIP HULLS,
FITTINGS AND SEMIKITS
IN MOST SCALES AND ERAS

EXTENSIVE
SECURE ONLINE STORE

MILITARY & CIVILIAN RANGES
19TH, 20TH & 21ST CENTURY
IN 1/24TH, 1/32ND, 1/48TH,
1/72ND, 1/96TH, 1/128TH

TEL: 01822 832120

WESTWARD MOULDINGS LTD

Suppher of steamengines; plants and
CheddarModels .compatible-accessories

Tel: 01326 291390 « Mobile: 07818 044648
www.clevedonsteam.co.uk

To take advantage of our FREE PRIVATE classified ad service,
simply fill in the coupon provided below and return it to us at:

Marketplace Model Boats, Kelsey Media,
Media Centre, Morton Way, Horncastle, Lincolnshire LN9 6JR

*NB Only one word should be entered into each of the individual boxes provided for the wording
of your ad - please do not try and exceed the permitted word count as this will result us being
unable to print your ad. In order to assist the member/s of staff tasked with keying information
into our system, when filling in the coupon please use block capitals, rather than a combination of
upper- and lower-case letters and ensure alrnumbers are clearly legible.

May we also respectfully point out this free service is offered for private transactions only;
businesses wishing to advertise commercial goods/services should instead contact our Advertising
Representative, Fiona Leak Email: fleak@mortons.co.uk who will be only too happy to assist.

Surname

Address

Postcode

Telephone

Mobile

Email

Are you a subscriber? Yesd NoQ

TERMS OF ACCEPTANCE: All advertisements are subject to approval of the publisher, who
reserves the right to amend, refuse, withdraw or otherwise deal with the copy submitted. Whilst
every care is taken, the publisher will not be liable for any loss occasioned by the failure of any
advertisement to appear, nor does it accept responsibility for printed errors. Adverti once
received and processed cannot be cancelled or money refunded. The publisher reserves the right
to place this advert free of charge in other related publications. Please note that Kelsey Media is
unable to mediate in any disputes that may arise between vendor/buyer.

Any order placed with us will be deemed an acceptance of these conditions.

BUSINESS ADVERTISEMENT DISCLOSURE 1977: This order requires all advertisements by
people who seek to sell goods in the course of business to make the fact clear. Therefore

you either include the name of your company or the word TRADE or (T) in all advertisements.
IMPORTANT NOTICE: All private classified lineage advertisements published by MB received via

the Order Form or the Internet are copyright of MB.

DATA: Protection of your personal data is important to us. Personal data will be stored securely
and will only be used for the purpose of processing the advertisement. Data will be stored for a

period of six months then destroyed.




Signals

Next month in BOAtS

In the April issue of Model Boats, on sale from Friday, March 20, 2026, don't miss....

A STENA LINE HSS A CLOSING THE GAP A MODELLING & Al

Creating a working model of this How to increase the sail efficiency of a Work smarter, not harder suggestions
revolutionary High-Speed Sea Service Marblehead yacht
catamaran

PLUS A thematically varied selection of feature-length articles, all your favourite regular pages - including
Your Models, Your Letters, news, reviews — and lots more (Please note: content may be subject to change)

You will find more about the exciting You can, of course, order you copy of What's more, if you opt for either
content coming next, features of the April 2026 issue, which goes on sale a digital subscription or a combined
particular interest you may have at all good newsagents from Friday, digital/print package, the unique
missed in past editions and details of March 20, 2026, now, but why not treat subscriber number allocated to you
the very latest subscription offers on yourself to an annual subscription, as will also provide website access to our
our website at monthly copies will then be delivered digital archive of back issues, along
www.modelboats.co.uk directly to your door. with exclusive bonus content.
If you can't always find a copy of this Please reserve/deliver my copy of
magazine, help is at hand! Complete on a regular basis, starting with iSSU€......cccoovc.vcccoeermrrvcevciien
his form an : i
for Lady Luck, a super stylish Zj this o. a d 1= - First name......
Thames Slipper Launch hand In at your
local store, they'll Surname
arrange for a copy AAAIESS e
e of each issue to be

to model

My.iil-l:::"lf reserved for you. .................................................................................................................
lB= Some stores may
even be able to
arrange for it to be POSTCOE oot ee e ese e see s eees s
delivered to your
home. Just ask!

www.modelboats.co.uk March 2026 ¢« Model Boats



SECURE ON-LINE
SHOPPING AND WORLDWIDE
MAIL ORDER SERVICE

SPECIALIST ADVICE
AVAILABLE!

ORNWALL
VIODEL BOATS

Hnghﬁeld‘ Road lndustrial Esta!e, camelford, COmwall PL32 9RA
Telephone: 01840 211009

SEGURE{ONEINEISHOBEING
E{MAINORDERISERVIGE

Free mainland UK delivery on orders over £100
(*excludes surcharge areas)
WE STOCK A WIDE RANGE OF RADIO CONTROL AND
STATIC DISPLAY KITS, FITTINGS, TOOLS AND PLANS

Become a part of our exciting
Online Exclusive Club!
Receiving up to a 5% discount off
the majority of our range of products
(excludes Special Offer items)

Crafting Tools, Glues and

Paints, Building Materials,
Radio controlled Gear.

Nordkap B476 240.00 | Galaxy Model Luxury Yacht Kit 705 137.00 | Monster Beetle Trail TAM58672 238.00
Cliover Sail Boat AN3002/00 4300 Progress Trawler B240 63.74 | Mincio Freelance Mahogany Runabout 704 118.00 | Rock Socker TAM58592 284.75
Clapspsic Sporishoat AN3092/00 79' 0 Smit Nederland B528 389.00 | Panart Anteo Harbour Tug 743 413.00 | Land Rover Defender 90 in blue TAM47478 325.00
Mowe 2 Fpishing Boat AN3091/00 79' 0 St Canute B700 155.00 | Titanic Part Builds 5 parts POA | MAN TGX 26.540 6x4 XLX TAM56325 386.75
Lili Sail Boat AN3003/33 99'00 White Star B570 102.95 Venetilan Passenger Motor Boat 730 270.00 | Grand Hauler TAM56344 390.16
Jenny 19305 American Motor Boat AN30S5/00 1 59'00 Zeeland B428 349.99 | Amalfi 1/35SC 702 46.99 | 3 Axle Reefer Trailer TAM56319 409.00
Capri Soort Boat AN3083/00 165l00 Iwarte Zee B592 279.95 | Amerigo Vespucci 1/100 SC 799 379.00 | Scania R470 Highline (Orange Edition) 429.00
Pilgt BopatAN3[]46100 189.95 Armed Swedish Gunboat 1/35 722 146.95 | Volvo FH16 Globetrotter 750 Timber Truck 619.66
Queen Sports Boat Circa 1960's AN3080/00 179.99 A 32 Fisting Boat 1/25:5c 761 B
Kalle 2 Harbour Tug AN3032/00 adpon | MY Boimty 1789 1:64 03003 220,99 | Black Faloon 1100 sc 768 o
Anna3 Fishing Cutter AN3076/00 249,00 | M Bark Endeavour 1768 1:64 Scale (9006 299,00 | Dutch Naval Gunboat 1/43 797 215,00 | Amati Riva Aquarama motor and transmission kit~ 199.00
Torhen Modern Hamburg Harbour Tug 275.00 HM qub Vessel Granado 1756 1:64 Scale 9015 302.00 “ Amat! Riva Aquarama Accessories Setl o 93.77
Scharnhorst Battleship with Fttings Set 14,00 HM Brig Badger C9017 225.00 Amati Grand Banks motor and transmission kit 199.99
Bismark Batleship With Fittings AN3620/03 155,00 HM Brig Supply 1759 1:64 C9005 179.00 | Arrow with fittings PR804C 92.35 | Amati Riva Aquarama Fittings Kit 66.54
Tirpitz Batteship with Fttings 1255mm 1487.00 HM Cutter Sherbourne 1763 9010 89.99 | Crash Tender PR802/A 142.94 | Billing Boats Banckert Fittings Kit 165.24
" | HM Gunboat William 1795 1:32 Scale C9016 274.00 | Fairey Huntress PR819C 182.95 | B/Boats Only Helicopter, sub+decal for 01-0560 Calypso 59.12
HM Mortar Vessel Convulsion C9012 133,00 | Fairey Huntsman 31 235" PR814C 101.95 | Dumas Paddiewheel Motor Set 150.00
Arno XI Ferrari 800KG Hydroplane 1953 220,00 HM Schooner Pickle 1778 1:64 Scale C9018 175.00 | Fairey huntsman 31 47 " PR816C 254.00 | Dumas Running Hardware Kit Short Stuff/SK Vee 35.14
Arno X! Ferrari Timossi 1y953pBuiIt Hull and Canopy 381 '00 HM Yacht Chatham 1741 1:64 Scale C9011 123.00 | KD Perkasa PR 821 199.94 | Dumas Paddlewheel Drive Set with Motor 179.53
Arrow Gunboat 1:55 94'50 HMS Cruiser 1797 1:64 Scale C9001 283.32 | MrTom with f.ittingstHBHC 53.59 | Dumas Runn?ng Hardware Kit Brooklyanug 120.00
Bellezza ltalian Slpor1s Boat R/C AM612 149'00 HMS Jalouse 1794 9007 308.66 | Patrol Boat with Fittings PR812C 73.25 | Dumas Running Hardware Kit Jersey City Tug 110.20
Blue Nose Fishing Schooner 1:100 A1447 87'95 HMS Mars 1:64 Scale C9009 271.56 | Pilot Boat PT820C 133.00 m
Goca Spanish Cagrgo Ship 4 1clm 1160 SeAST0 102‘00 HMS Snake 1797 1:64 Scale C9002 283.32 | River Police Launch PR80IC 9371
Dorade Fast Net Yacht 1931 A1605 979,95 | Imara (Twin Screw) C7012 764.00 | Samuri SLPRS 56.88 | Set of 6 Fisherman Figures 75mm 1/24 scale 4214
Elizabethan Galleon Firststep sarter Kit 59‘00 Marie Felling Single or Twin Screw C7003 659.00 | Sea Breeze PR806C 99.95 | Set of 6 Fisherman Figures 56mm 1/32 scale 2993
Endeavour 1:80 Scale Polystyrene Hull A1700/50 84l89 Schooner Ballahoo 1:64 Scale 9013 86.00 | Sea Urchin PR810C 46.13 | Set of 6 Fisherman Figures 37mm 1/48 scale 9.30
EndeavourA.mericas Cup ghayllenger 480mm A170040 79'00 Sir Kay C7011 468.00 | Sportsman 2 PR815/A 152.89 | Setof 6 F!sherman F!gures 30mm 1/60 scale 572
Vo i ] e e S -
Golden feoht- Shpina oo 4500 {15t Attack Graft Semi Scale Plastic Boat 40.00 Helmsman 1:10 Scale 38,68
Grand Banks 46 Moderm schooner R/C AME07 529,99 | g oy ciass Crash Tender Semi-Sc Plastic Boat Se. 40.00 Lady Ophelia 1:10 Scale %.10
Greek Bireme 480BC Length 560mm A1404 74.95 5 5 N ) . Divers Equioment :10 Scale 33.26
Greek Gallot 18th Century 1:65 A1419 103.00 Vosper Type A§LR Semi Scale Plastic Boat Kit 40.00 | Ace Racing Sloop #1102 46.00 | Divers Equipment 1: b
Hannah US Schooner - Ship n a Bottle 1500 WW2 British Air Sea rescue launch 40.00 Amerlcan Beauty N!ISSISSIppI River Towhoat #1215 261.00
g Big Swamp Buggy Airboat #1505 163.69
HMS Bounty 1787 Length 720mm A1432 219.00 Brooklyn Tug #1238 461,95 | Victoria ABS Hull 32.00
E:;‘;t“ec;ﬁ:’?;ggﬁ"'s‘m‘f“;ss Seale M gigg AmatiTianic 1912 1:250 Scale Model Sip Kit 37400 | Carol Moran Tug #1248 606.00 | Comorant 35.00
Polacca Venetian Cargo Ship Length 450mm A407 119,95 | Ac2demy RS Titanic Genfenary Eiion 1700 Scale 2249 | Chrs-Crat ' Barrl Back 1940 #1705 76.10 | Bluebird of Chelsea ABS Hull 39.00
Oseberg Viking Ship 1:50 99l[][] Academy The Whlte lStar LlnerlTltamc 1:400 Scale 53.99 | Chris-craft 19' Racer #1702 75.22 Butlutu &Bajima Hull 39.00
Reinbow 180 Scale Polysterene Hull M700/51 84,89 | Academy RIS Titanio MCP Ship + LED set 1:700 - 27.00 | Ghris-Craft 24' edan 1956 #1707 90,25 | Geta May Steam Launch ABS Hull o
; : k | Heller Le Suroit Titanic Search Ship 1:200 Scale 21.00 | City Of Buffalo Lake Steamer #1270 283,00 | Harbour Defence Motor Launch 39.00
Rainbow J Class Yacht 1:60 480mm AT700/11 ~ 79.00 | oq4re pyisTitanic 1:300 Scale Model Ship kit~ 269.98 | Creole Queen Missisippi Rivr Boat #1222 451,95 | StCervia Thames Tug FG Hull 8400
Riva AquaramalR/p -.Italllan Runabout 850mm A1608 319.00 | oo RMS Titanic 3D Puzzle 5.03 | Dauntless Commuter Boat #1211 238,00 | Baikal Fibreglass Hull 1:40 scale 95.00
Robert E Lge Mississippi Steam Boat 1:150A1439  243.95 | po. o RIS Titanic LED Edition 3D Puzzl 42.29 | George W Washbum #1260 947.9g | Grand Banks Schooner FG Hull 96.00
Santa'Marla 1492 1:65 Scale, Length 540mm A1409  119.00 | poveil RMS Titanic 3D Puzzle 37.79 | condola #1012 99,99 | Lady Ma Lugger With plan 96.00
Swedisn/Gunfinabi| 175 1550 58.94 1 Revell RMIS Titanic Technik 1:400 Scale 16110 | Hobie Cat #1101 43,24 | Forceful Paddle Tug FG 99.00
Titanic 1912 1:250 Length 1070mm A1606 374.00 | Revell RMS Titanic 1:700 Scale 23.84 | Huson 24 Sail boat #1117 153' %0 Guardsman FG Hull 108.00
Trabaccolo A1562 46.50 | Revell RMS Titanic 1:600 Easy Click 35.54 Jersey City Tugboat #1248 359:29 Keenorpa Tug Model Bloat hull FG 115.00
Revell RV Titanic & 30 lceberg 1:600 Easy Click  55.79 | oy Jay Gulf Coast Fishing Trawler #1231 196.45 | '0ex Bristol Trawler with plan 117.00
Revell Titanic Gift Set 1:700 Scale 38,69 Gaff Rig Pilot Cutter with Plan 118.00
Carli Freighter B236 7200 anic 1 Nozhs Ark #1252 108.00 | 1 G Rig Pilt Cutter 40.5" Fibreglass 12650
ghter .00 | Revell RMS Tltamcl 1:1200 Scale 8.99 PT-109US Navy Boat #1233 209.00 g ol g -
Absalon B500 599.00 | Zvesda RMS Titanic 1:700 Scale 2879 | piver Barges #1219 178.00 Breeze Pllpt Cutter Hull Wl.th Plan DSET006 133.50
Admiral 619 DMI Vintage DM619 350.00 " " " A 3 Hilda 2 Bristol Channel Pilot Cutter 137.00
Afican Queen B3B8 16999 SKpdak Necht #1704 000 | Gy Hoker Hul & Plan SETSH20228 141,00
Banckert B516 also called "Maasbank” B516 238.99 | US Navy PBR31 MK11 Pibber TAM35150 31.49 T;;Ezona;1 ;;9 45754 | P10t Cutter Hull with Plan 150.00
Boulogne Etaples B34 175.00 | British Battleship King George V TAM78010 61.19 | U Caastauard Fast Response Cutter #1275 aa 00 | Tearsosk Hull with Rlan 1:24 52 159.00
Calypso Research Vessel B560 404.50 | Japanese Cruiser Mogami TAM78021 13045 | 15 Bluefish Submarine #4245 219,47
Colin Archer B728 459.95 | Japanese Heavy Cruiser Mogami TAM78023 130.45 Viking Ship #1011 26.30
Elbjorn Ice Breaker B536 313.99 | Japanese Battleship TAM78032 8549 { yingy Airboat #1506 112.9g | Brave Borderer Madel Boat Hull FG 1:32 Scale 93.00
Emile Robin B430 16550 | German Battleship TAM78015 53.99 > | Brave Borderer Model Boat Plan 36" 15.50
Fairmount Alpine B506 347.00 | US Battleship BB-62 New Jersey TAM78028 94,50 grave gorgerer E!g!ngs ge{g - I\Fﬂastt Fciﬂli)r]gss Stet égg
jej .00 | Yamoto Japanese TAM78030 85.49 - rave borderer rittings Set b - Front Labin Sef -
:{,eéfg:;‘:ﬂ:,mﬁmsm B708 ?gggg g Lunch Box Black Ed]m'] TAM58646 123.25 | Brave Borderer Fittings Set C - Ammo Box Set 13.99
Kadet B566 108.00 “ Neo Scorcher Metallic Pink TAM8A4387 149.99 | Brave Borderer Fittings Set D - Cockpit Fittings Set 1999
Mercantic Traditional Freighter B424 389,00 | Ajace Cargo Ship 731 395.95 g;‘;g&}{ jg%"ggg? ;ggsg Maplech s te . &
Monterey B522 109.99 | Bruma Open Cruiser Yacht 736 222,98 -15 | 4 Torpedo and Guns Other parts coming Soon!
Hoga pearl

harbour tug

ALL THE HARDWARE, BUILDING MATERIALS AND RC EQUIPMENT REOUIRED TO COMPLETE YOUR MODEL
Wi ;

WWW. cornwallmodelboats co.uk

email: sales@cornwallmodelboats.co.uk

Prices are correct at the time of printing, but are subject to change without notice
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SLIPPER LAUNCH

LADY LUCK

(_ PLANNo: MM2185 | No.OFSHEETS: 10F2 |

First published in
Model Boats March 2026

J/

PLEASE VISIT WWW_SARIKHOBBIES.COM TO VIEW ALL AVAILABLE PLANS

PLEASE NOTE, THIS PLAN IS COPYRIGHT OF KELSEY MEDIA.

NO PART OF THIS PLAN MY BE REPRODUCED OR TRANSMITTED IN ANY FORM

OR BY ANY MEANS,

ELECTRONIC OR MECHANICAL, INCLUDING PHOTOCOPYING, RECORDING, OR ANY INFORMATION STORAGE
RETRIEVAL SYSTEM WITHOUT PRIOR PERMISSION IN WRITING FROM THE PUBLISHER.

(CAKELSEY media
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BY RAY WOOD

\__PLAN No:

MM2185

First published in

| No. OF SHEETS: 2 OF 2 | Model Boats March 2026
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PLEASE VISIT WWW.SARIKHOBBIES.COM TO VIEW ALL AVAILABLE PLANS

PLEASE NOTE, THIS PLAN IS COPYRIGHT OF KELSEY MEDIA.
NO PART OF THIS PLAN MY BE REPRODUCED OR TRANSMITTED IN ANY FORM OR BY ANY MEANS,

ELECTRONIC OR MECHANICAL, INCLUDING PHOTOCOPYING, RECORDING, OR ANY INFORMATION STORAGE

RETRIEVAL SYSTEM WITHOUT PRIOR PERMISSION IN WRITING FROM THE PUBLISHER.
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OCEAN LINERS
& CRUISE SHIPS

——  Including models you won’t find anywhere else ——

Available as high-quality physical models
or as STL files for home 3D printing.

— LINERSWORLD.FR —

Normandie - Carpathia - Empress of Ireland - Aquitania...

Rare and iconic ships, from forgotten classics to legends « Scales from 1/1250 to 1/200
Kits or single-piece models - Custom designs available on commission

‘? @linersworld @ @liners_world



