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510 TITANIC
Wooden Hull 1:144
L. 188 W. 20 H. 50cm

564 CUTTY SARK Wooden Hull 1:75 - 601 WILL EVERARD Wooden Hull 1:67
* L. 110 W. 15 H. 67cm L. 58 W. 12 H. 49¢cm

Take a look at our 74 kits at billingboats.com

' [=]; E No retail sale
. Join our facebook group with 8000 modelbuilders

: [ldacebook.com/groups/billingboats
Contact us at service@BIllingBoats.com

Dealer list here:
BillingBoats.com/distributors

- -




There's Many Ways fo buy Fr

7 i In-house Designers....
& “bnuaactumm of Fine marine model Products

I.-l ‘_ g i i _".: .....

Ful Colour Catalogue B

including postage

Factory Visitors Welcome

rcliffe Park, Inghs f;';'];;}aaa; N1 2YQ tel: 01522 730731 / 689209

..,‘_

2025 colour catalogues

| DEANS MARINE Deans Marine £6.75 Visit the NEW OUTLET CENTRE /
CONQUEST DROVE, FARCET. Egb;fﬁﬁgsfgggo SHOWROOM FOR KITS & ACCESSORIES
PETERBOROUGH, PE7 3DH Albion alloys £1.50 The only model boat shop, showroom, and a
01733 244166 £4..00 postage each test pond.

www.deansmarine.co.uk Or all 4 for £13..50 incl p&p u k

M.Y MUSICIAN 1/24

20% PRICE CUT FROM KITS & Imt PROFILES PURCHASED ON THE DAYS

Im']

-i-hl-ﬁ-d-

T maa fub

J*M-‘-’

- ?l RUDDERS

OIS i e S

FULL RANGE OF Imt
LENGTH PROFILES

- }-‘; NE\;?‘RANGE OF 3D PRINTED PARTS AND ACCESSORIES NOW IN KITS
VISIT US AT THE BIACKPOOLMODEL SHOW FOR SPECIAL OFFERS

Model Boats ® November 2025 www.modelboats.co.uk 3




O« |
\ B -

| A
20aAls
A g & waV
EDITORIAL
Editor: Lindsey Amrani

lllustrator: Grahame Chambers
Publisher: Tim Hartley

By post: Model Boats, Kelsey Media,

Media Centre, Morton Way, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6JR

Tel: 01507 529529 Fax: 01507 371066
Email: editor@modelboats.co.uk

CUSTOMER SERVICES

General Queries & Back Issues

01507 529529 — Monday-Friday: 8.30am-5pm
Answerphone 24hr
help@classicmagazines.co.uk
WWwWW.classicmagazines.co.uk

Archive enquiries: Jane Skayman
01507 529423 jskayman@mortons.co.uk

ADVERTISING

Advertising Sales Executive:
Fiona Leak
fleak@Mortons.co.uk

Tel: 01507 529573

Sue Keily
skelly@mortons.co.uk
01507 529 361

By post: Model Boats Advertising, Kelsey Media
Limited, Media Centre, Morton Way, Horncastle,
Lincs, LNP 6JR

PUBLISHING
Sales and Distribution Manager: Carl Smith

Head of Customer Marketing (Subscriptions):
Claire Aspinall

Publishing Director: Dan Savage

Published by: Kelsey Media Group Ltd, The Granary,
Downs Court, Yalding Hill, Yalding, Maidstone. Kent.

ME18 6AL

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Tel: 01507 529529 — Mon-Fri: 8.30am-5pm
Enquiries: subscriptions@mortons.co.uk

NEWSAGENT RESERVATION (SEE PAGE 82)
Can't find Model Boats in your local shop? Then JUST
ASK your local newsagent to order a copy for you.

&

PRINT AND DISTRIBUTIONS
Printed by: Acorn Web Offset Ltd,
Normanton, West Yorkshire.

Distribution by: Frontline Distribution Solutions, 2

East Poultry Avenue, London, EC1A 9PT.

© Kelsey Media Ltd
All rights reserved ISSN 0140-2910

The Publisher’s written consent must be obtained before any part of

this publication may be reproduced in any form whatsoever, including
photocopiers, and information retrieval systems. All reasonable care is
taken in the preparation of the magazine contents, but the publishers
cannot be held legally responsible for errors in the contents of this
magazine or for any loss however arising from such errors, including loss
resulting from negligence of our staff. Reliance placed upon the contents
of this magazine is at reader’s own risk.

Model Boats, ISSN 0140 - 2910, is published monthly by Kelsey Media Group
Ltd, The Granary, Downs Court, Yalding Hill, Yalding, Maidstone. Kent. ME18
6AL. The US annual subscription price is 82USD. Airfreight and mailing in the
USA by agent named WN Shipping USA, 156-15, 146th Avenue, 2nd Floor,
Jamaica, NY 11434, USA. Periodicals postage paid at Brooklyn, NY 11256.

US Postmaster: Send address changes to Model Boats, WN Shipping USA,
156-15, 146th Avenue, 2nd Floor, Jamaica, NY 11434, USA. Subscription
records are maintained at DSB.net Ltd, 3 Queensbridge, The Lakes,
Northampton, NN4 5DT. Air Business Ltd is acting as our mailing agent.

C‘ KEISEYm ed iq When you have finished with [
this magazine please recycle it.
4

—_\m’ﬁ:ﬂ% SCALE
SW 35
> |

B

Qerecyde |

P

8 Compass 360
This month’s hobby-related news
round-up

10 Brown-water

Navy Revival

Nick Brown provides an AAR
(After Action Report) on the 1:24
scale Vietnam-era LSSC kit from
Dean’s Marine

18 The Learning Curve,
Part 1

Stuart Deacon kicks off this
new series, which chronicles his
progression through the various
disciplines that make up our
hobby, with his first attempts at
card kit modelling

26 Exclusive Prize Draw
Don't miss your chance to WIN 1 of 5
superb HMV 1:250 scale card kit and
laser-cut set packages for the Flower
Class corvette HMCS Agassiz

28 Waterslide Transfer
Workshop

Richard Simpson explains and

Vol. 75 Issue 900: NOVEMBER 2025

shows just what can be achieved
when you apply yourself

34 Figuring things out
While you may want to avoid
your working models suffering
from the Marie Celeste effect,

it is, Glynn Guest points out,
always prudent to keep things in
perspective

40 Save money with a
subscription!

Check out the latest print

and digital deals and get your
favourite magazine for less,
delivered directly to your door
and/or device

42 FREE PULL-OUT PLAN
& build guide for Spooky, John
Goodyear's super sleek Club RG65
Racer

52 Flotsam & Jetsam:
After Whitehead

John Parker picks up from where
he left off in the June 2025 issue
as he continues to document the
development of the torpedo
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Korvette der Flower-Klasse

» Agassiz «
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56 Plank-on-frame

Lady Jane

Mick East talks us through a build
that saw him get to grips with a
new skill

62 Boiler Room
Richard Simpson extols the virtues of
getting back to basics

69 Memory Lane:

Engines on the cheap
Dave Wiggins draws our attention
to some reasonably priced retro
buys

73 Your Models/Your
Letters

More of your brilliant builds showcased
and our open forum for all matters
model boat related

82 Next month...

Just three of the reasons you won't
want to miss the December 2025
issue of Model Boats
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WELCOME TO
THE NOVEMBER

2025 ISSUE OF
MODEL BOATS

erhaps rather appropriately,

as this issue goes on sale just
ahead of Halloween, our free
pull-out plan this month is Spooky!
But fear not, as contributor John
Goodyear has tried to keep his
super-sleek Club RG65 Racer design
(relatively) easy and inexpensive to
build by following the instructions
laid out in his illustrated guide to the
model’s construction (starting on
page 42).

| think I've mentioned in a past
column that | like to put together a
themed play list of tunes | can have
on in the background while | work.
Naturally, this month it was cue
Dusty Springfield’s Spooky, followed
by a whole host of fantastic tracks
inspired by Nick Brown's AAR (After
Action Report) on the build of the
Dean’s Marine 1:24 scale Vietnam-
era LSSC laser-cut kit (starting on
page 10).

But while Nick’s crew figures
conjure up the heat of the Mekong
Delta, winter is now on its way (at
least for those of us in the Northern
Hemisphere). So, if you're looking
for a project you can tackle indoors
(rather than needing to spend hours
in a perhaps less than warm and cosy
garage, shed or workshop), then
you need to check out this month'’s
exclusive prize draw (see pages
26-27). Thanks to the generosity of
Fentens Productions, we're delighted
to be able to offer you the chance to
win one of five of HMV (Hamburger
Modellbaubogen Verlag) kits and
laser cut set packages for the 1:250
scale Flower Class corvette HMCS
Agassiz (as featured in the first
instalment of Stuart Deacon’s new
series The Learning Curve, starting
on page 18).

You couldn’t really get three more
different vessels/models/builds, but
of course that’s not where the variety
stops, as you will discover in the
pages ahead.

Enjoy your read,

Lindsey




LIPO BATTERIES:
7.4v650mah - £7.50
7.4v850mah - £9.50

7.4v1300mah - £12.99
7.4v1800mah - £14.99
7.4v3200mah - £24.99
11.1v1300mah - £15.99
11.1v1800mah - £16.99
11.1v2200mah - £16.99
11.1v2800mah £29.99

HOWES MODELS

0O186S5 848000

Unit 16B Cherwell Business Centre
(Part of Station Field Industrial Estate)

Rowles Way, Kidlington, OX5 1JD

www.howesmodels.co.uk

Fast mail order - Overseas postage at cost

RADIO INCLUDES RECEIVER
RRP £59.99

OUR PRICE £39.99!

MICROZONE SUPER SPEIIIA[ OFFER!
8 CHANNEL RADIO

NEW MODEL JUST RELEASED!
COMPUTER RADIO WITH COLOUR SCREEN
-INCLUDES RECEIVER

—— # AnTivHe & —=
i —

Additional Receivers Available!

LARGE RANGE OFF HIGH QUALITY
7.2 VOLT BATTERY PACKS

2000MAH - £11.99
3000MAH - £15.50
3300MAH - £15.99
3800MAH - £19.99
4000MAH - £24.99
5000MAH - £26.99

e FUTABA T6L

2.4GHz 6 CHANNEL
RADIO INCLUDES

OUR PRIGE
£94.99!

Lead Acid Batteries

6 VOLT 1.0 AMP - £4.99
6 VOLT 1.3AMP - £4.99
6 VOLT 3.4 AMP - £6.50
6 VOLT 4.5 AMP - £5.99
6 VOLT 7 AMP - £7.99
6 VOLT 12AMP - £12.99
12 VOLT 2.3 AMP - £8.99
12VOLT 3.2 AMP - £9.99
12 VOLT 4.5 AMP - £9.99
12VOLT 7 AMP - £12.99
6V JELLY CHARGER - £9.99
12V JELLY CHARGER - £9.99

NEW HORIZON 30 INCH

HARBOUR TUG BOAT RTR

COMES READY TO RUN WITH

ELECTRONICS AND RADIO GEAR
HAS A OPERATIONAL WATER PUMP!
REQUIRES 11.1V BATTERY & CHARGER
RRP £509.99

OUR PRICE £479.99

2.4GHz Receivers
Absima 2CH Receiver £25.95
Radio Link 8CH Receiver £14.99
Futaba R3106GF 6CH £26.99
Futaba R2006 4CH 2.4Ghz £39.99
Futaba 3006SB 6CH FHSS £47.50
Futaba R202GF 2 Ch 2.4GHz £25.99
Planet 6CH 2.4GHz RX £21.99
Absima 4CH Receiver £25.95
FlySky FSA6 6Ch RX (for FS-14X) - £14.99
Flysky FS-iA6B 6Ch RX (for FSi6) - £18.99
SPEKTRUM RECEIVERS AVAILABLE!
SPEKTRUM DSM2 ORANGE - £18.99

e

TES W

FLYSKY FS-14X

4 Channel radio set from
Flysky. Great value and
Includes receiver

Only £39.99!

Additional RX £14.99

FLYSKY FS-16

6 Channel Computer
radio with a ton of
features and setting
adjustments!
Includes receiver

Only £54.99!

Additional RX £16.99

FOBEBYWING

NEW RANGE OF ESCS

1060 60A FOR BRUSHED MOJORS. NIMH & LI-
PO COMATIBLE! - £22.49 :

BRUSHLESS ESCS
SEAKING 30A - £27.99
SEAKING 60A - £51.99

SHARK BRUSHLESS ESC’S

NEW RANGE OF BRUSHLESS ESC’S. DIFFERENT
AMPS AVAILABLE FOR MOST MOTORS

20AMP - £19.99 30AMP -£21.99
40AMP - £24.99 50AMP - £56.99
60AMP - £43.99 80AMP - £55.99

Marme Speed Controllers

NEW RANGE WITH LOW PRICES!
10A 4.8-12v ONLY £34.99
15A 6-12V ONLY £34.99
15A PLUG N PLAY 6 -12v - £34.99
15A 12-24 V ONLY £41.99
25A 6-12 V ONLY £41.99
5A PLUG N PLAY -12v - £47.99

40A 6-12 V ONLY £52.99
RADIO LINK 90A ESC
(NIMH & uro!) ONLY £29.99!

{ HOBBYWING 60A 1060 ESC - £22.40

BRUSHLESS SPEED CONTROLS

MTRONIKS G2 HYDRA 15A BRUSHLESS
RRP £55.99 - NOW £49.99
MTRONIKS G2 HYDRA 30A BRUSHLESS
RRP £69.99—-NOW £62.99
MTRONIKS G2 HYDRA 50A BRUSHLESS
RRP £95.99 - NOW £85.99
MTRONIKS MICRO SWITCHER - £19.99

Waterproof

NEW ABSIMA SR4S

4 CHANNEL RADIO!

ABSIMA 4 Channel 2.4GHz Combo
Transmitter & Receiver!
Adjustable Travel Volume On Rudder

Servo. OUR PRICE ONLY

)£39.99!

Addltlon-al Receivers Available
Kingmax Sail
Winch Servo’s

Dimensions 40x19x38mm
1.5 Turn Standard Size Servo Speed:
0.9/360 Torque: 6.1kg - Only £10.99
2.0 Turn Standard Size Servo Speed:
0.9/360 Torque: 6.1kg - Only £10.99
4.0 Turn Standard Size Servo Speed:
0.9/360 Torque: 6.1kg - Only £10.99
4.0 Turn Standard Size Metal Gears
Speed: 0.9/360 Torque: 12kg - Only £15.99
6.0 Turn Standard Size Servo Speed:
0.9/360 Torque: 6.1kg - Only £10.99
6.0 Turn Standard Size Metal Gears
Speed: 0.9/360 Torque: 12kg - Only £15.99

-

Standard

KING MAX
HEINGMAN HODODY QDL LT

at Great Prices

7.4v 1000mah
7.4v 1300mah
7.4v 1600mah
7.4v2200mah - £15.50

7.4v3900mah - £29.99

11.1v1000mah - £15.50
11.1v1300mah - £18.50
11.1v1600mah - £19.99
11.1v2200mah - £17.99
11.1v3900mah £43.99

11.1v5000mah - £48.99

-£11.60
-£12.99
-£14.99

SERVOS

POWER 3KG STANDARD - £4.99

OR SPECIAL OFFER 2 for £8.00!
NEW! FUTABA SU300 DIGITAL - £14.99
RADIENT 5KG BB WATER RES -£10.99

FUTABA SU400 4.5KG S-BUS - £32.50
FUTABA SU301 S-BUS - £19.99
HITEC 325 BALLRACE - £19.99
POWER HD 9¢g Micro £3.50
OR 4 For £13.50
HOWES 15KG MG SERVO £9.99

PROGRAM CARD - £9.99 S

Standard Size
Fits All Brands

ONLY £9.99!

SUPER STRENGTH METAL

GEARED WATERPROOF SERVOS!
INCLUDE FITTINGS & METAL ARM!

20KG - £13.99
25KG - £14.99
30KG - £17.99
35KG - £24.99
60KG - £29.99 /

SPECIAL OFFER!

FUTABA 4YF RADIO SET
4 CHANNEL SET IDEAL FOR MODEL
BOATS. TX & RX - RRP £159.99

OUR PRICE - £84.99!

(2 FOR £14.00!)
MICRO METAL GEARED £4.99
MINI SERVO ONLY £4.00 (4 for £15.00)
HIGH POWERED BALLRACED £7.99

SAIL ARM, WINCH &

SPECIALIST SERVOS

HITEC 785 HB SAIL WINCH
WITH FULL ROTATION DRUM
OUR SPECIAL PRICE £36.99
HITEC 765BB SAIL ARM
WITH 12 CM LONG ARM
OUR SPECIAL PRICE £36.99
FUTABA HIGH VOLTAGE DIGITAL
S-BUS SERVO SU400 - £34.99
HITEC HS 805BB SAIL ARM HUGE
WITH 20KG TRQ £37.99

v




NEW HENG LONG (] NEw DEALS ADDED DAILY ON WEBSITE! || 8W4ry carama-
686 RTRTUG BOAT 01865 848000 WWW.HOWESMODELS.CO.UK RAN YACHT

PLEASE NOTE: PRICES IN OUR ADVERT ARE LIABLE TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE READYTO RUN FROM
MODEL COMES WITH 2.4GHz THE BOX, GREAT FUN ’
FOR BEGINNERS.
HANDSET, BATIERY AND NEW RADIO LINK ESC! | MTRONIKS Hydra 15A, 30A, 50A Brushiess || avaiLABLE IN BLUE
CHARGER! LENGTH - 28CM
90A WATERPROOF ESC! Motor and Speed GController Comho OR RED. LENGTH -
AVAILABLE IN GREEN OR WORKS WITH NI-MH AND Ruto set up - Forwards and reverse - 6.0 to 12.0V llneralmn 11| 200mm
BLACK! RRP £39.99 LI-PO BATTERIES! KM\?EM;EE?TEE b - RRP £99.99
rpm/v ower - - .
OUR PRICE ,£34 99' 2 - Diameter: 28mm - Length: 38mm = AN ON LY
Hydra 158 Combo - Only £69.98 "\
: ‘ﬁ p Hydra 30A Combo - Only £80.9¢ £89.99
OUR SPECIAL Ideal Replacement for 380 - 400 Motors

INTRODUCTIONARY PRICE Hydra 50A Combo - Only £143.99
ONLY £29.99!

MTRONIKS TIO LI-PO SAFE ESCS ecewer & Transmitter Batteries

: L]
“
For use in RC boats that allows for the use of Lipo battery packs . e ¥ “
as well as the usual NiCAD/NiMH/Lead Acid batteries 4.8 VOLT PACKS
20 . WE BUY SECOND HAND

g; - ; : OMAH FLAT OR SQUARE - £6. |
, 15A - RRP £44.99 OUR PRICE £39.99 Q B e e

30A - RRP £59.99 OUR PRICE £53.99 2400MAH FLAT OR SQUARE £9.99 2 MODELS

6 VOLT PACKS ;
S0A - RRP £77.99 OUR PRICE £69.99 1200MAH FLAT OR TRIANGLE - £8.99 ® FROM SMALL ITEMS TO 3
1600MAH FLAT ORTRI AE CELLS - £11.99 || £ COMPLETE
SUPER SERVO SPECIAL! £2400MAH FLAT ORTRI - £11.9 3 COLLECTIONS =
HOWES STANDARD SERVO .6 VOLT TRANSMITTER PACﬁ ..  CAN BE COLLECTED 3
4KG TORQUE - INCLUDES FITTINGS o\ 1200 MAH FLAT - £15.00 8
SIZE-40.3X 19.8 X 38.6MM | § 5542000 MAH SQUARE - £19. i PLEASE CALL US k
N|_Y £4.99 EACH! 2400MAH FLAT £22.99 - ON 01865 848000 .
AAA RECEIVER PACKS! R o IR ASK FOR N =
OR2FOR|  4.8V800MAH FLATORSQUARE-£14.99 |82 i oyt
i 6V 800MAH FLAT OR TRIANGLE - £17.50 o
.£8 . 00 = |  2/3RDS AA BATTERIES, FLAT OR SQUARE

4.8V 600MAH - £6.50

SUMMER SPECIAL!
SEAPORT WORK BOAT TUG WITH

JOYSWAY DRAGON | woRKING WATER CANNON! ; g
FORCE V7 READY TO RUN BOAT NOW WITH FANTASTIC NEW RANGE
. 2.4GHz RADIO GEAR OF BRUSHLESS MOTORS!
Length 650mm Height 1338mm & LITHIUM BATTERY HERT IDRDATES DDA ann
VERY POPULARRCYACHT! | | ENGTH - 60CM 540 s;Eg BRUSSHII:E(:) n:STsons'
Now with |mpro}fed winch serv?. RRP £99.99 FROM 2300KV TO 6100KV!
Ready to Run with 2.4GHz radio PRI '
OUR PRICE CES FROM £13.99!
RRP £284.99 ALSO AVAILABLEWITH ESC’S AS
COMBOS! CHECK WEBSITE FOR BEST
ONLY £24999 £84099! DEALS AND PRICES!
ARTR VERSION (NO RADIO) -
ONLY £209.99 Electric Motors NEW! VOLATEX ARROBOLT PR&EGSE: &E&ﬂgfﬂf"c
NEW HENG LON 385 5-POLE £3.99 each SELF RIGHTING BRUSHLESS SPEED ~ FOLLOWING
G LONG 400 3-POLE £6.99 &> | BOAT!READYTO RUN FROM THE BOX, BRASS PROPS M4 2/3 BLADE
SEA GOD 6 KARTING . RARG Gk ae pa ﬁ INCLUDES 2 BATTERIES! M4 NYLON PROPS 2/3 BLADE
BRUSHLESS SPEED BOAT \'545 5-POLE £3.99 8 latp>| AVAILABLE IN GREEN OR BLUEANDYOU | STAINLESS STEEL SHAFTS Md
LENGTH 24CM - GREAT FUN! » 683 5-POLE £4.00 CAN RACE MORE THAN ONE TOGETHER! NLW LOWER PRICES!
MFA RE 140 (3-6v) £2.75 CAPPABLE OF SPEEDS OF 30KM/ H!
MFA RE 170 (1.5-3v) £3.75 40CM LENGTH - }'
MFA RE 360 (6-15v) £4.99 ONLY £99.99
MFA 380 (3-7.2v) £5.75 Extens:on Leads

MFA 385 (4.5-15v) £5.75 - Rffgfijl?u[; SS%VOS;U -

X § AD¢ mm £0.85
Only £44.99! MFAh?IEAs:gé:SDts;%g 222'5937'50 EXTN LEADS: 100mm - £0.70

niy £44.99! - 150mm - £0.75 200mm - £0.80

HANDSET, BATTERY & CHARGER INCLUDED MFA TORPEDO 850 £25.99 300mm - £0.85 500mm - £0.99

1 Meter - £1.60
Y LEAD £1.75 each
BEC/JST RED BOTH ENDS £0.90

NEW FTX GLADER TURBOJET

READY TO RUN SPEED BOAT O GWITCH HARNESS £4.9
WITH SELFRIGHTING! 4 =& =&

AVAILABLE IN 2 COLOURS! \ )2 o — SALINA SPEED BOAT

GREAT FUN! BATTERY POWERED 5 | LARGE READY TO RUN CRUISER BOAT
LENGTH - 34CM - WIDTH - 10CM / - _ m “ BY HENG LONG LENGTH OVER 70CM!

MT .

f//, e :
| | INCLUDES HANDSET, POWERFULL 8.4V

' RRP £54.99 o w JUSTADD :‘)\(ﬁg\?'rg:ﬂselfoﬂﬁ HANDSET
OUR PRICE ONLY £49.99! ONLY £84.99!



°If you have a news story for these pages, please contact the

<" o Editor, Lindsey Amrani, via e-mail at editor@modelboats.co.uk

lake having been

. successfully refilled

| this September.
Rob Heseltine,

Secretary of Redcar MBC, tells us: “It’s very

rare these days that there is a ‘good news’

story, but this is ours...

“For the past several years the club has
suffered from a leaking lake and for the
majority of that time we’ve had no water at
all. A handful of members have been able to
keep the club going by switching to R/C cars

when there’s been no water, using the bottom

of the lake as a racetrack, but, sadly, this saw
our membership dwindle to around just six
members. The club was formed in 1995, and

we once had a thriving membership of around

60 members.

“| am pleased to say that the local council
and highways authority have spent a lot of
time, effort and money on the lake and it has
finally been fixed. The lake, which is more
than 100 years old, is also a pillar to the local
community and has been saved from being
turned into a carpark.

“This year the club celebrates its 30th
anniversary.

“We have our own Facebook page and

Redcar Model Boat Club is

A delighted to announce that repairs
. toits boating lake at Newcomen
Terrace in Coatham, Redcar
(originally constructed in the

- 1930s), have, thanks to Redcar

& I & Cleveland District Council,

&V & now been completed, with the

lake from closure”.

membership costs are £10 a year, this covering insurance and
admin costs. We sail four times a week — Tuesdays, Thursdays,
Saturdays and Sundays from around 1pm till about 3pm, and
attend various events throughout the year.

“I'm very happy to report we’ve recently seen membership
rise again, swelling our ranks to nearly 30 members, all thanks
to our local partners and the community who have saved the

Congratulations to Redcar Model Boat Club, whose members can finally enjoy sailing again on the newly repaired and
filled Coatham Lake!

OUT AND ABOUT

The hugely popular Scale Model World show
will be returning to the Telford International
Centre, International Way, St Quentin
Gate, Telford, Shropshire TF3 4JH over
the weekend over Saturday, November 8/
Sunday, November 9.

Hosted by the International Plastic
Modellers Society (UK), better known
as the IPMS(UK), the show is widely
acknowledged to be the largest fine scale
model show in the world, attracting visitors
from around the globe.

Scale Model World 2025

Spread over five halls, those attending
this year's event will be able to browse
thousands of models on display, club,

SIG (Special Interest Groups) and trade
stands, and all of the entries in the show’s
internationally renowned competition,

as well as being able to enjoy talks and
demonstrations.

Please note that if you are not an IPMS
member, tickets must be purchased online
in advance. For further details visit https://
Ipmsuk.org/ipms-scale-modelworld/.

www.modelboats.co.uk
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Blackpool Model Show 2025

The countdown to the 2025 Blackpool
Model Show, organised by The
Component Shop, is now on! This year’s
event, which once again will be held

at the Norbreck Hotel on the Queen'’s
Promenade, Norbreck, Blackpool FY2
9AA, is scheduled for the weekend of
November 15/16.

At the time of going to press, 33
clubs, seven individual exhibitors and 16
traders have confirmed attendance (for
a full listing, access to booking forms
and updates in real time, visit the show'’s

website at https://blackpoolmodelshow.

co.uk.)

There will also be competitions held
for models in the following categories:
e Best Scratch Built Model
e Best Semi-Scratch Buil
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Best Kit
Best Fishing Vessel
Best Tug
Best Rescue & Lifesaving
Best Pleasure Vessel
Best Rigged & Sail
Best Military Boat (includes submarines)
Best Workboat
Best Tank
Best Truck
Best Construction Model
Best Novelty
Best Club or individual Exhibitor
Display
® Bestin Show
Each winner will receive an engraved
glass trophy.
Plus, of course, there will no doubt be
brisk sales on the ever popular Bring &

WWW.BLACKPOOLMODELSHOW.CO.UK

BUY THE BOOK

Signals

Buy stand, which this year will be run by
the Fairhaven Lake Model Boat Club.
Each item submitted will be subject to a
10% selling fee (there will be no charge it
your models doesn't sell), with 100% of all
profits made from fees going to the RNLI
and Air Ambulance. To save time on the
day, a copy of the booking form can be
downloaded from the website, but you
can also just take the model/s you wish to
sell to the stand on the day of attendance.
Tickets to the show itself will be
available to buy on the door, but savings
can be made by booking tickets in
advance online (£8.50 for a day ticket
or £12.50 for a weekend pass) via the
website. Likewise, you will also find special
deals for hotel accommodation and
weekend show passes.

Coastal Motor Boats -
Thornycroft and the origins
of Fast Attack Craft

Following extensive research,
this just released new book
penned by David Griffiths
and Martin Kelly delves much
deeper into the previously
documented history of these
vessels, uncovering some
surprising and previously
unrecorded information.

The title, published in
hardback format under ISBN
97810 36137939, carries an
RRP (Recommended Retail
Price) of £40, but can currently
be purchased at a special
introductory price of £32 when
ordered directly from https://
www.pen-and-sword.co.uk.

COASTAL MOTOR BOATS

THORNYCROFT AND THE ORIGINS OF FAST ATTACK CRAFT

Martin Kelly & David Griffiths
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Waveny winner!

i |In the August 2025 edition of Model Boats, we offered
: you the chance to win Billing Boats’ 1:40 scale Waveny
: Class Royal Navy Lifeboat kit. We are now delighted to
: announce the lucky

entrant drawn as:
Kenneth Baker of Usk, Monmouthshire.
Congratulations, Kenneth, and, of course, thank you

Billing Boats for your ongoing generosity!

EXCLUSHE MIZE CAW COURTESY OF BLLING DOATS

BILLING BOATS'
WAVENY CLASS
LIFEBOAT KIT!
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Nick Brown provides an AAR (After Action Report) on his build

of the Dean’s Marine 1:24 scale Vietnam-era LSSC kit

hat do classic rock songs
and river patrol boats have
in common? For me, they're

both essential ingredients in capturing
the spirit of the Vietnam War era.

The title of this article is intended

to reference the group Creedence
Clearwater Revival and its Vietnam
protest songs ‘Fortunate Son’ and ‘Up
Around the Bend’ for those who are
familiar with the band and the tracks.
Combined with the Dean’s Marine
latest Vietnam era model, | hope you
will enjoy the play on words.

The LSSC

The Grafton Boat Works of lllinois, a
small boat manufacturer, constructed
the Light SEALs Support Craft (LSSC),
producing 22 vessels, with 20 deployed
to Vietnam in 1969. The LSSC, measuring
/.3 meters in length, was powered by
two water jets made by Jacuzzi and
could reach speeds of up to 50 mph.
Radar equipment was installed for night
operations; however, the radome was
susceptible to damage from Rocket
Projected Grenades (RPG), which could
result in splinters affecting the crew
when struck. Armament choices were
determined by the SEAL team members,
leading to variations, but most included
.50 calibre and 7.62mm machine guns,
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as well as grenade launchers. Although
‘STAB’ (STrike Assault Boat) is a general
term for this class of vessel, it does not
specifically refer to the LSSC, though the
designation is commonly used.

We are, indeed, most
fortunate!

Upon Dean’s Marine announcing
the release of the STAB, | was

immediately impressed by its design
and so purchased this kit at the
Dean’s Marine Christmas Open Day
with the intention of providing a
comprehensive build review.

The contents of the package are as
follows... Within the sturdy, moderately
sized box there is a single-piece, robust
vac-formed hull and deck that includes
a radome, a fittings pack comprising
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The compact but sturdy kit box from Dean’s Marine, based in Farcet near Peterborough.

The contents of the kit. While looking basic, the model really captures the lines and general
appearance of the vessel, allowing you to add more detail if you so wish.

A close-up of the fittings tray which houses all the white metal parts, including the 0.5cal
machine guns, mooring posts, hinges, and steering wheel.

The propshaft, propellor and rudder fitted to the hu/l, which th/e not hfstonca// ly accurate will
make this model fly across the lake!

white-metal components along with a
prop shaft and plastic propeller, a fittings
plan, and three laser-cut plasticard
sheets for the cabin well, spray rails, and
structural elements. Also included are an
instruction booklet and a build CD.

The instruction booklet details all
necessary steps to complete the model
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The running gear fitted inside the hull. Make sure ;ts all fitted prior to the deck bemg attached
—access will be limited afterwards.
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The smart vac-formed hull and deck show off the clean lines of the LSSC. The dome-like
item iIs the optional radome cover.

The running gear for the STAB, and, while Nick’s motor proved to be underpowered, the
Li-Po battery and cheap ESC (Electronic Speed Controller) is correct.

to an operational standard, including
suggestions for motor, ESC, battery
selection, and optional crew fittings.
While the choice of additional
features is left to individual preference,
this model has undergone extensive
performance testing, as demonstrated
on the Dean’s Marine YouTube Channel.

Following the kit instructions, |
removed the hull from its vac-form
sheet, trimmed any excess plastic
with scissors, and finished smoothing
the edges with a file. To ensure a
precise fit, | repeated this process for
the deck so that both components
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Once the deck is fully fitted, there S just enough in the way of access to get the Li-Po
battery in and out, and to make minor adjustments with lead sheet to ballast to the trim
line later.
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SEAL of approval
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The cockpit made up from laser-cut plasicard items. Here Nick recommends you study the
CD photo build guide (something he failed to do) so you can build it as per the original

Intention.

S0 wish.

e ———

Details of the stern engine access hatch, with hinges and handles.

would assemble cleanly at the
conclusion of construction.

The manual recommends using
a Deans’ Marine motor, which |
interpreted as being equivalent to an
MFA 285. While this motor did fit the
supplied engine mount, | was wrong —
more on this later.

Although the original LSSC was
powered by water jets, replicating
this mechanism at such a small scale is
challenging, so Dean’s Marine opted
for a standard 2mm diameter propeller
shaft with a 15mm diameter propeller.
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radar radome.

The completed cockpit well painted and with the 0.5cal machine gun fitted.

“The manual recommends using
a Dean’s Marine motor, which I
interpreted as being equivalent to
an MFA 285. While this motor did
fit the supplied engine mount, I

was wrong — movre on this later”

Dummy water jet outlets are installed
on the transom for visual accuracy,

and a small rudder is included to
perform the steering function normally

I~ |k | TT__I—_— — i . 1
Much of the structure and detail constructed prior to paint, items include the benches and

The ‘fake’ waterjets and associated steering equipment made from the laser cut plasticard
parts, all non-functional but they add some very welcome detail to the stern.
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handled by the water jets. It should

be noted that most of these features
remain concealed when the model is in
operation on the water.

The vac-form hull has moulded
marked out areas to indicate where to
drill out the propshaft, A-frame, and
rudderpost. Once drilled and filed
to fit the aforementioned items the
engine mount will need to be cut out
and trial fitted with the motor in place.
| had to remove about 15mm of prop
shaft to allow alignment of the shaft
and motor to be inline.
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The stern engine access hatch, finished in Matt 86 Olive Green from a Humbrol rattle can.
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superglue.
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The final detail on the deck of the model is the bow wave deflector, which guides water away from the cockpit well.

As suggested in the instructions, it's
wise to fit all the radio and running
equipment before the deck is added,
as afterwards there’s only enough
access to fit the battery. The kit also,
by the way, provides a servo holder, to
which | fitted a standard micro servo,
and a battery tray.

Once everything was in situ and |'d
added the deck, | used some slow
setting superglue followed by some
fine filler to smooth the joints.

A point to note, which is mentioned
several times in the instructions,

Is to ensure that the trim tab on

the starboard side is angled down,
compared to its port counterpart. This
aids in reducing torque issues from
the propeller.

The most daunting prospect for
me was adding the chine strips, as |'d
anticipated these would prove difficult
to fit. However, using heat from my
hand to shape the laser cut plasticard

parts, | carefully attached 2cm sections
at time, and not only did they fit
together well but to date they have
remained secure.

“It ain“t me, it ain't me!”
(Actually, it was!)

The cockpit well is a very simple box,
with angled fairings that sit on the
deck creating the coaming. | suggest
you refer to the CD photos for this
section of the build. | managed to
mess up the construction sequence
nere. If I'd studied the CD | would
nave instantly realised my error.
-ortunately, though, | was still able to
make things work.

The seats are all identical except
for the helmsman position. They
look like benches, which matches the
vessel’s basic and rudimentary look.
| decided to add a scissor-lift seat
raiser to the helmsman seat, making
sure the crew figure fitted inside the
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SEAL of approval
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The chine was moulded to shape with heat from Nick's hands and glued in sections with

“The weapon layout/fit was left to
the SEAL crew to decide so, there’s
plenty of choices to be had”

cockpit well and below the radome.
This was constructed using pieces of
left-over plasticard.

The kit is supplied with an instrument
panel, which supports the attachment
of the boat’s wheel. For those
Interested in customisation, additional
detailing, such as the installation of
dials, offers a straightforward way to
further enhance to the model.

While studying pictures of some
surviving STABs, | realised that there
were many options open to me. The
easiest were the gun mounts; | modified
them, making them square in shape,
and changed the rear two corner
mounts into radio aerial supports to
match the period photographs.

The engine hatch is another vac-
form item, which | cut out and filed
to match the deck camber. | added
the laser cut plastic card hatches,
detailing them with the white metal
hinges and handles supplied in the
fittings pack.

The remaining deck fittings are
mainly tie-down points and rings all
from white metal with two plastic
card mushroom vents. The final
feature on the deck is the breakwater,
also from plasticard.

Paint it... well, green, of
course

Time, then, for the iconic paint
schemes of the US Vietnam era vessels
— green or green! | opted for my usual
type of paint, Humbrol acrylic spray
cans. Luckily, Humbrol produce the two
colours | needed for the LSSC: Matt 86
Olive Green for the upper hull, deck
and hatches, and Matt 73 Wine for the
anti-fouling paint below the waterline.
The paint was sealed in with a lacquer,
giving a satin finish.

13




SEAL of approval
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The whffe meta/ 0.5cal and 0./762mm machine guns come
in a gun metal finish. Nick highlighted the casting detail
with a dark wash from a Model Armour weathering set.
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Not all STABs had radomes or radar.
The weapon layout/fit was left to

the SEAL crew to decide so, there's
plenty of choices to be had. The kit
provides two 7.62mm machine guns
and one 0.5 Cal, which are nicely cast
items painted in gunmetal. | applied
a dark model wash used in Model
Armour builds to highlight the detail.
The radome is the final vac-form item
and sits on top of the supplied piece
of plastic rod and several plastic
discs to create the base of the radar
scanner. As previously mentioned,
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some radomes were not fitted due to
RPG attacks, so with a bit of scratch
building another modeller could
represent the rotating mechanism
and scanner, which would look very
different.

As mentioned in many of previous
articles, | have a preference to have
figures on my models to give a sense
of scale. Here, | bought these from
Dean’s Marine at the same time as
the kit, settling on two seated figures.
They are resin bodied with white metal
arms and heads that required a bit of
cleaning up with a sanding file, but |




Nick's finished LSSC on the water, demonstrating the small and low sifhouette of this fast attack boat.
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SEAL of approval

“The manoeuvrability of this little
boat is stunning and, in what I
call ‘hooligan mode, its speed is

very exciting!”

trial fitted the arms before committing
the glue to make sure they could reach
the wheel or guns naturally. They were
painted with a mixture of Humbrol and
Vallejo acrylics to give them that hot,
sweaty look they would have had when
operating in the heat of Mekong Delta.

“Come on the rising wind!
And wishing for perpetual
motion!”

Finally, it was time to test my model
OUL.....

As previously mentioned, fitting an
MFA 285 motor proved a mistake. It
was totally inadequate. On initial trial
the model simply chugged around
the lake, performing nothing like the
prototype | had witnessed at the Open
Day. After speaking to Ron Dean at
Dean’s Marine | soon realised my
mistake. Ron has some specialised
high-revving motors he recommends
for use with the LSSC, so a quick pitstop
to Farcet Fen (Dean’s Marine home
location) saw me carrying out a Formula
1 style engine change ready for the next
day of sailing. Combined with a 7.4v
5C 1000mAMh Li-Po battery and a small
piece of ballasting lead fitted by the
servo mount, whoosh! The model went
screaming across the lake just as Ron’s
test model had.

The manoeuvrability of this little
boat is stunning and, in what | call
'hooligan mode’, its speed is very
exciting! Going for a scale speed you
begin to see how these boats were
used during the Vietnam War; their
low silhouette and high performance
must have saved numerous crew'’s
skins on many occasions.

I've had so much fun both building
and sailing the LSSC. Highly
recommended! @




THE CHRISTMAS GIFT
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Buy a magazine subscription for someone special
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