| WIN!

]
WIN!
A LUXURY LEATHER WORKSHOP A SPARMAX
APRON - WORTH £205!

ARISM MINI KIT -
courtesy of Stalwarts Crafts WORTH £225!
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_ who inspired them

* | <IN MEMORY OF THE
| SsOLOMON BROWNE

The 1:12 scale Watson class lifeboat set
to serve as a poignant RNLI fundraiser

LITTLE CHARMERS MINI PLAN pLUS EASY TO FOLLOW |N5TRINS +
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[#] No retail sale

= [FJacebook.com/groups/billingboats
. Join our facebook group with 6500 modelbuilders

Contact us at service@BillingBoats.com

el

Dealer list here:
BillingBoats.com/distributors



2022 colour catalogues

DEANS MARINE Deans Marine £6.75 Visit the NEW OUTLET CENTRE and
CONQUEST DROVE, FARCET. pafgeeel SL00 SHOWROOM or our ONLINE SHOP FOR
I(’}E'I;];]l;ﬂOROUGH, PE7 3DH Deluxe adhesives £3.50 KITS & ACCESSORIES

17 166 Albion alloys £1.50
e b R o e £4..00 paistage sach The only model boat shop, showroom,

Or all 5 for £13..50 incl p&p u k and a test pond_
December 16th / Christmas open day, display, Sail & Sale ,free tea / coffee bring you own mince pies Xmas hat

45ft Admirals barge 1/15 scale 901m x 220mm

LATEST RELEASE

e

Next release VOSPER 73ft A.S.R 1/24 scale M.C. AQUARIUS 1/24 L780mm X B.210mm

head.. th iSi I
Tugging Ahea i ' | Phone - Visit our Website ....

MOBILE MARINE IVIODELS Full Colour Catalogue £7-50

MOGE! TUGIOIOGY. ... .veoeoeoeeeeeeeeeeeooees e eee oo the driving force e - Factory Visitors Welcome
The Boat Shed, Highcliffe Park, Ingham CIliff, Lincoln LN] 2YQ tel: 01522 730731 / 689209
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oy post odel gots Advercene, | 11 Compass 360 24 With a little help from
Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6JR A round up of the latest hobby/ my friends
industry news Nev Wade pays tribute to the mentors
that welcomed him into the hobby by
::I.I’:sl-ellﬁ:::i\;ﬁ‘ibution M 12_W0r|(5h0p Apron showing off the two gorgeous yachts
i Prize Draw they inspired him to build
Marketing Manager: Charlotte Park Don't miss your chance to win a i
nand-crafted, premium-quality 32 Paddling Pool Boats
Commercial Director: Nigel Hole eather workshop apron, courtesy  Mini Plan & Build Guide
Publishing Director: Dan Savage of Stalwart Crafts Richard Tuns-tall shares h.is design for
these charming, easy build, retro-style
Published by: Mortons Media Group Ltd, 14 Sparmax ARISM MInNi cabin cruisers, guaranteed to thrill the
Media Centre, Morton Way, Horncastle, Kit Prize Draw both the young and the young at heart
Hlilee Sl Yet another fantastic prize up
SUBSCRIPTIONS for grabs this month comes in 40 LCVP MK 5 FREE PLAN &
Tel: 01507 529529 — Mon-Fri: 8.30am-5pm the form of a super airbrush, Build Guide (Part 1)
Enquiries: subscriptions@mortons.co.uk compressor and accessory kit, Dave Wooley provides instructions for
PRINT AND DISTRIBUTIONS ggnerously supplied by The the build of the 1:16 Royal Na\:ry assault
Printed by: William Gibbons & Son, Wolverhampton Airbrush Company landing c_:raft from this month's free
Distribution by: Seymour Distribution Ltd, 2 East plan, which comes courtesy of former
Poultry Avenue, London, EC1A 9PT. 16 In memory of the Vosper Thornycroft naval architect
Solomon Browne Peter Brown
The latest, and very poignant,
model in Mike Payne’s series of 52 Scale Model World
ifeboat models built to help raise Dave Wooley reports back from this
funds for the RNLI year's show in Telford

© Mortons Media Group 2022
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WELCOME TO THE
JANUARY 2024 ISSUE
OF MODEL BOATS...

ith this issue going on sale just
Wahead of the holidays, we've done

our best to make it a real cracker!
For a start, there are two fabulous prizes
up for grabs, courtesy of Stalwart Crafts
and The Airbrush Company. That's not the
only double whammy, though. As John
Parker points out in this month's instalment
of Flotsam & Jetsam, free plans were first
iIntroduced as a way of adding extra value to
festive season editions, so, to continue that
tradition, in the centre spread of the mag,
sandwiched between their respective build
guides, you'll find both a full-size and a mini
pull-out plan.

There are, of course, so many traditions
associated with this time of year. Perhaps
one of the most poignant is the annual
dimming/switching off of the Christmas
lights in Mousehole Harbour between 8pm-
9pm on December 19 in remembrance of
the 1981 Penlee Lifeboat Disaster. It is now
42 years since the engines of the Union Star,
i) =17 1] T LAY a small cargo vessel on her maiden voyage,
= ' | — - failed in heavy seas just off the coast of
Cornwall and could not be restarted. When
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96 Flotsam & Jetsam: 71 Your Letters she began drifting towards the treacherously
Plans for Christmas Views aired and info shared rocky shoreline on that dreadful night, a
John Parker takes a nostalgic look Mayday was put out. A Royal Navy Sea King
back at the 1950s’ and ‘60s free plans 74 Next Month... helicopter was scrambled to try and winch
designed to add extra festive cheer Just three of the reasons why you everyone off the stricken vessel, but this

i won't want to miss the February 2024 proved impossible due to hurricane force
60 Boiler Room issue of Model Boats winds. The crew of the Penlee lifeboat,
Richard Simpson compares the Solomon Browne, which had also been
pressurised liquid and gas burners as launched and had battled through 60

this month’s hot topic feet high waves to reach the Union Star,

then made repeated attempts to effect a
rescue.”"We've got four off at the moment”
(there were eight aboard the Union Star)
was the last message transmitted from the
Solomon Browne before both vessels and
all those aboard were lost. The helicopter
pilot would later describe the crew’s refusal
to give up as “The greatest act of courage |
have ever seen”.

Mike Payne’s 1:12 scale model of the
Watson class Solomon Browne (turn to p.16)
IS the latest in a series of RNLI lifeboats he's
built, and which he displays to help raise
funds for the RNLI. So, bravo to him, and
iIndeed to all the model boat clubs up and
down the country that actively support the
RNLI. Keep up the good work!

Kudos, too, to all those who, either
individually or collectively, take the time
and trouble to welcome newcomers into
the hobby. Nev Wade's tribute to the pond
side mentors he so fondly remembers
(turn to p. 24) is a great example of how a
little encouragement and advice can prove
iInvaluable.

Finally, before | wrap up by wishing each
and every one of you a very Happy New
Year, | just want to say thanks for all the
fantastic input over the past twelve months
— please keep it coming in 2024.

Enjoy your read!

Lindsey

64 Save money with a
subscription

Check out the latest deals and get
favourite magazine for less, along
with the added bonus of a special
Christmas gift

68 Your Models

More VIBs (Very Impressive Builds)
showcased
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NEW 2 CHANNEL RADIO!
HOWES Mo DELs ABSIMA 2 Channel 2.4GHz Combo
Transmitter & Receiver!

O1865 848000 Adjustable Travel Volume

On Rudder Servo

LIPO BATTERIES: '

s g Unit 16B Cherwell Business Centre & == OUR PRICE ONLY
R oo CYEE (Part of Station Field Industrial Estate) ‘ T
T A 1000k £1400 . = Rowles Way, Kidlington, OX5 11D | -£39 99
ivisoman 500 " www.howesmodels.co.uk
11.1v 2200mah - £16.99 === Fast mail order - Overseas postage at cost

11.1v2800mah £29.99

MICROZONE SUPER SPEGIAL OFFER!

6 CHANNEL RADIO 8 CHANNEL RADIO _ |
RADIO INCLUDES RECEIVER WITH LCD SCREEN. LARGE RANGE OFF HIGH QUALITY e .
RRP £59.99 RADIO INCLUDES RECEIVER 7.2 VOLT BATTERY PACKS —Addltm“al Ifecewers £25.931 _
OUR PRICE £39.99! OUR PIlIBE £959.99! 2000MAH - £11.99 NEW! Kingmax Sail
3000MAH - £15.50 Wi ,
inch Servo’s
3300MAH - £15.99 Dimensions 40x19x38mm
3800MAH - £19.99 1.5 Tum Standard Slze Servo Speed:
4000MAH - £24.99 0.9/360 Torque: 6.1kg - Only £9.99
2.0 Turn Standard Size Servo Speed:
9000MAH - £26.99 0.9/360 Torque: 6.1kg - Only £9.99
. . 4.0 Tum Standard Slze Servo Speed:
Lead Acid Batteries 0.9/360 Torque: 6.1kg - Only £9.99
6 VOLT 1.0 AMP - £4.99 4.0 Turn Standard Size Metal Gears
6 VOLT 1.3AMP - £4.99 Speed: 0.9/360 Torque: 12kg - Only £14.99
6 VOLT 3.4 AMP - £6.50 6.0 Turn Standard Size Servo Speed:
6 VOLT 4.5 AMP - £5.99 0.9/360 Torque: 6.1kg - Only £9.99

Additional Receivers Available! 6.0 Turn Standard Slze Metal Gears

6 VOLT 7 AMP - £7.99 Speed: 0.9/360 Torque: 12kg - Only £14.99

Futaba 6 VOLT 12 AMP - £11.99
F“TABA Tﬁl 12 VOLT 2.3 AMP - £8.99 Ve
2.4GHz 6 CHANNEL 12 VOLT 3.2 AMP - £9.99 > Standard
R RADIO INCLUDES 12 VOLT 4.5 AMP - £9.99 .
12VOLT7 AMP - £12.99
= R3106GF RECEIVER
6V JELLY CHARGER - £9.99 KING MAX
OUR PRICE 12V JELLY CHARGER - £9.99 FRONAK vy 0o T8
_— £99.99! —o—
NEW HORIZON 30 INCH Marine Spoed Contrullers '
HARBOUR TUG BOAT RTR FLYSKYFS-16 | 0 RANGE"WITH i B at Great Prices
COMES 0 6 Channel Computer . 7.4v1000mah - £11.60
MESHEAITE 10 RAN WINH lowd 10A 4.8-12v ONLY £30.99
ELECTRONICS AND RADIO GEAR radio with a ton of 8-12V . 7.4v1300mah - £12.99
features and setting 15A 6-12 V ONLY £30.99 -
HAS A OPERATIONAL WATER PUMP! F AN 1000MMN - 51499
o s 15A PLUG N PLAY 6 -12v- £30.99 7.4v 2200mah - £15.50
REQU'RES 11.1V BATTERY & CHARGER Includes receiver ) 4V man - .
RRP £489.99 Only £54.99! 15A 12-24 VONLY £31.99 7.4v 3900mah - £29.99
OUR PRICE £449.99 . i 25A 6-12 V ONLY £41.99 11.1v 1000mah - £15.50
5A PLUG N PLAY -12v- £41.99 11.1v 1300mah - £18.50
2.4GHz Receivers NEW DUAL CHARGER FOR LIPO'S & MORE 40A 6-12 V ONLY £52.99 11.1v 1600mah - £19.99
. : J PERKINS 50AH ESC - £37.99 11.1v 2200mah - £19.50
Absima 2CH Receiver £25.95 ch — RADIO LINK 90A ESC . .
Radio Link 8CH Receiver £14.99 el cehep 11.1v 3900mah £43.99
adio ' including Li-PO, NiMH, (ALSO LIPO SAFE!) ONLY £29.99!
Futaba R3106GF 6CH £26.99 | M/ gtk sBorel | 11.1v5000mah - £48.99
iPO’s, 1.2v - 18v
Futaba R2006 4CH 2.4Ghz £39.99 2.20v Lead Acid's BRUSHLESS SPEED CONTROLS STRYVOE
Futaba 617FS 7Ch 2.4Ghz RX £69.99 & MTRONIKS G2 HYDRA 154 BRUSHLESS A s i s
Futaba 3006SB 6CH FHSS £47.50 Our Price Only £92.99! RRP £49.99 - NOW £44.99 OR SPECIAL OFFER 2 for £8.00!
Futaba R202GF 2 Ch 2.4GHz £25.99 MTRONIKS G2 HYDRA 30A BRUSHLESS NEW! FUTABA SU300 DIGITAL - £18.50
Planet 6CH 2.4GHz RX £21.99 o RRPSSOSNOWES399 | RADIEVILSKCBRWATHR Ui o
Volantex 7CH 2.4GHz RX £18.99 -y i MTRONIKS G2 HYDRA 50A BRUSHLESS FUT 3014 WATERPROOF - £24.99
SPEKTRUM RECEIVERS AVAILABLE! WY RRP £84.99 - NOW £72.99 HITEC 325 BALLRACE - £19.99
SPEKTRUM DSM2 ORANGE - £18.99 MTRONIKS MICRO SWITCHER - £19.99 ettt el R
GT POWER A3 SHARK BRUSHLESS ESC'S HOWES MIDI MG Servo £6.50
: NEW RANGE OF BRUSHLESS ESC’S. DIFFERENT NEW DE-108 8 CHANNEL MI]&? 'S%RR%g-gEf{,gfgﬂRE? £4£-fi’g i
Mains LIPO Charger AMPS AVAILABLE FOR MOST MOTORS RADIO IDEAL FOR MODEL BOATS! | HIGH POWERED BALLRACED £7.09

20AMP - £19.99 30AMP - £21.99

Low Cost UK Malins Charger @ :

Max Charge Output: 4A Proportional channels, 4 on the sticks with 2 SAIL ARM 2 WINCH &

40AMP - £24.99 50AMP - £56.99 on dials and 2 switches. Battery indicator for
e 60AMP - £43.99 80AMP - £55.99 handset and boat batteries! SPECIALIST SERVOS
Superb Charger HITEC 785 HB SAIL WINCH
For Only £14.99 "< ¥ OUR SPECIAL PRICE £36.99
Gk SUPER STRENGTH METAL HITEC 765BB SAIL ARM
UPER SERVO SPECIAL! GEARED WATERPROOF SERVOS! ogﬂﬁéf: g\g ;I?IPE% 122199
METAL GEARED INCLUDE FITTINGS & METAL ARM' FUTABA HIGH VOLTAGE DIGITAL
S-BUS SERVO SU400 - £34.99
15KG HI-TORQUE SERVO IS gg:g ﬁi gg HITEC HS 805BB SAIL ARM HUGE
tandard Size WITH 20KG TRQ £37.99
ON LY £9 .99! 60KG - £29 99 Sr ,ﬁ T o —
OR 2 FOR £14.00! [ SPECIAL OFFER - £29.99!




NEW HENG LONG NEW DEALS ADDED DAILY ON WEBSITE! RO ST S

686 RTR TUG BOAT  PLEASE NOTE: PRICES N OUR ADVERT ARE LABLETO CHANGE WITHOUTNOTICE

MODEL COMES WITH 2.4GHz
HANDSET, BATTERY AND NEW RADIO LINK ESC! | MTRONIKS Hydra 15A, 30A, 50A Brushless
CHARGER! LENGTH -28CM  (} = & . Motor and Speed Controller Combo
AVAILABLE IN GREEN OR WORKS WITH NI-MH AND Auto set up - Forwards and reverse - B.ll 1o 12.0V Operatio
BLACK! RRP £39.99 LI-PO BATTERIES! 11;’1;2“:33;1?1133 N Y FINALLY BACK IN STOCK!
rpm/v wer - g
OU R PRICE £34 99 ¥ » Diameter: 28mm - Length: 38mm > : READY TO RACE. INCLUDES POWER
+ Hydra 15A Combo - Only £61.98 (i 8.4V BATTERY WITH CHARGER.
_ " - GTH OVER 70CM!
(g P Hydra 30A Combo - Only £71.9¢ LEX
— gll;lgr f;::ﬂlg{tmm Ideal Replacement for 380 - 400 Motors 0 N LY £89 9 9 |

Hydra 50A Combo - Only £128.99

ONLY £29.99!
MTRONIKS TI0 LI-PO SAFE ESCS | Recelver & Transmitter Batterles W m D
For use in RC boats that allows for the use of Lipo battery packs ¢-=-
as well as the usual NiCAD/NiMH/ Lead Acid batteries @ 4.8 VOLT PACKS Q
15A - RRP £39.99 OUR PRICE £36.99 200MAH FLAT OR SQUARE - £63< . e g%%‘:"_‘r%gf"“
gam RRP £52.99 OUR PRICE £47.99 240“”‘““;"—{3{?"} :CQK‘-'SARE £9.99 MODELS
S0A - RRP £68.99 OUR PRICE £61.99 1200MAH FLAT OR TRIANGLE - £8.99 © FROM SMALL ITEMS TO
1600MAH FLAT OR TRI AE CELLS - £11.99 e COMPLETE
SUPER SERVO SPECIAL! £2400MAH FLATORTRI - £11.9 : COLLECTIONS
HOWES STANDARD SERVO .6 VOLT TRANSMITTER PACKS
4KG TORQUE - INCLUDES FITTINGS | @+ . ) 1200 MAH FLAT - £15.0"» - O B CORERCTED
SIZE - 40.3X 19.8 X 38.6MM | § % -“2000 MAH SQUARE - £19. £ PLEASE CALL US
5 i 2400MAH FLAT £22.99 ON 01865 848000
W NLY £4.99 EACH! AAA RECEIVER PACKS! k.. AND AW FOR NS

OR2FOR|  4.8v800MAH FLATORSQUARE-£14.99  |8.2) . wsrs .. 2o A

£8 0 0 ' 6V 800MAH FLAT OR TRIANGLE - £17.50
I 8 2/3RDS AA BATTERIES, FLAT OR SQUARE

4.8V 600MAH - £6.50

FINALLY BACK IN STOCK!

JOYSWAY DRAGON FORCE SEAPORT WORK BOAT TUG|WITH 4
THE NEW VERSION 7! WORKING WATER CANNON! - Z
' READY TO RUN BOAT NOW WITH FANTASTIC NEW RANGE
Length 650mm Height 1338mm
The very popular DF65 yacht now updat- 2.4GHz RADIO GEAR OF BRUSH LESS MOTORS!
ed to the V7! & LITHIUM BATTERY IDEAL UPGRADES FOR 385 AND
Available Ready to Run with LENGTH - 60CM 540 SIZED BRUSHED MOTORS!
2.4GHz radio or ARTR (no radio) | RRP £99.99 FROM 2300KV TO 6100KV!
ARTR RRP £234.99 PRICES FROM £13.99!
- £209 99 OUR PRICE ALSO AVAILABLEWITH ESC'S AS
Our Price : £89 99 i COMBOS! CHECK WEBSITE FOR BEST
RTR RRP £284-99 i ] & DEALS AND PRICES!
Our Price £249.99 Electric Motors FTX MORAY SPEED BOAT |PROPS, SHAFTS ETC
LARGE RANGE OF THE
oo boat PCE Mask | 22 385 5-POLE £3.99 each SELF RIGHTING SPEED BOAT! READY TO b
Swift Patrol Craft! A 400 3-POLE £6.99 G RUN FROM THE BOX AND YOU CAN RACE BRASS PROPS M4 2/3 BLADE
RGP 540 3-POLE £3.99 it MORE THAN ONETOGETHER! CAPPABLE M4 NYLON PROPS 2/3 BLADE
24in Length x 7in Beam 5 545 5-POLE £3.99 - L& OF SPEEDS OF 30KM/H! STAINLESS STEEL SHAFTS M4
Only £329.99! ' 683 5-POLE £4.00 “Q ONLY 35CM LENGTH - GRATFUNI | PX8™ (e ol emse
MFA RE 140 (3-6v) £2.75
BATTERY & CHARGER REQUIRED i
r MFA RE 170 (1.5-3v) £3.75 ONLY £39.99 eacr & }'
' ‘ MFA RE 360 (6-15v) £4.99 -
MFA 380 (3-7.2v) £5.75 Extension Leads
MFA 385 (4.5-15v) £5.75 FOR ALL SERVOS!
MFA RE 540 (4.5-15v) 3 POLE £7.50 SERVO LEAD 200mm £0.85
MFA TORPEDO 800 £25.99 EXTN LEAD 300mm £0.85 each
EXTN LEAD 500 £0.99 h
MFA TORPEDO 850 £25.99 EXTN LEAD 1000111111111111 £1.60 Zaa(::h

Y LEAD £1.75 each
BEC/JST RED BOTH ENDS £0.90
SWITCH HARNESS £3.99

UDIARROW BRUSHLESS SPEED BOAT

READY 70 RACE I SPEEDS OF 40MPH!
LENGTH: 63CM!

UDI SUPER SPORT SPEED BOAT ARUTIRE NI s
FAST READY TO RUN SPEED BOAT WITH FLASHING

IS £259.99!

LED LIGHTS! FANTASTIC FUN! SELF RIGHTING! OUR SUPEFR

LENGTH - 42CM - WIDTH - 12CM
RRP £79.99 - OUR PRICE ONLY £69.99! ONLY £179.99! 0 avallable In RED!




HMS VICTORY

Limited and Numbered Edition
- 001/999 -

Official Certificate
The National Museum of the Royal Navy

THE
NATIONAL
MUSEUM

Available at www.occre.com



HMS VICTORY

Limited and Numbered Edition
- 001/999 -

ART IN EVERY DETAIL

Each piece is unique, handcrafted by expert artisans.

The result is an unparalle]cd work of art that will leave you spccchlcss.

LEVEL OF DIFFICULTY CONSTRUCTION MODEL NUMBER OF PIECE;:H |
expert arsenal or shipyard + 4.000

X 1 /

SCALE ~ HEIGHT  LENGTH
1/87 785 mm 1172 mm

COLLECTOR'S COIN
recognition

Recognition coin to
symbolize the prestigious
Expert Level!

PACKAGING
special edition

Safely stored in a wooden
box, with the edition number
hand-carved on the exterior.

PERSONALIZED NUMBERED PLAQUE
limited and numbered

Inside the wooden box, you'll find
the exclusive number of your unit,
hand-carved.

solid oak
wood

www.occre.com



HMS VICTORY
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FOR THOSE WHO
appreciate the difference

With over 250 years of history and over 2 years of development,
the HMS Victory came to OcCre to change the course of modeling history.
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Available at www.occre.com




The Life and
Ship Models of
Norman Oough

January 2024 will see Alistair Roach’s The Life
and Ship Models of Norman Ough (originally
published in hardback format back in 2016
and now sold out) relaunched as a paperback
by Seaforth Publishing.

Part autobiography, part practical manual,
the book not only documents how and
why the late Norman Ough (1898-1965)
came be widely regarded as the 20th
century’s greatest warship modeller but also
includes many of the articles he wrote for
Model Maker magazine, his detailed line
drawings (now kept in the Brunel Institute)
and photographs of some his models held
by various museums and at Mountbatten
House. Ough’s reputation for outstanding
craftsmanship did not escape the attention
of the 1st Earl (Louis) Mountbatten, who
commissioned him to produce fine scale
replicas of the ships on which he'd served.

Penlee and
the Solomon
Browne

For those of you not old enough to
remember the loss of the Solomon
Browne (the vessel on which the model
built by Mike Payne is based - see
feature starting on page 16), the BBC
documentary Penlee Lifeboat Disaster —
The Cruel Sea is still available to watch
YouTube, while the history of Penlee’s
Lifeboat Station in its entirety is the
subject of a book by Rachael Campey.
Priced at £8.95, this can be ordered from
the RNLI's online shop: https://shoprnli.
org/products/penlee-station-history.

pass 360

Signals

you have a news story for these pages,
please contact the Editor, Lindsey Amrani,
via e-mail at editor@modelboats.co.uk

.....

Carrying an RRP (Recommended Retall
Price) of £16.99, pre-orders for the title in
its new paperback format can be placed at
www.pen-and-sword.co.uk or through your
local bookstore by quoting the ISBN 978139
9077965.
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™
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RNLI LIFEBOAT
STATION HISTORIES

PENLEE
LIFEBOAT STATION

mn

n.-,_.n
Service Not Self Lifeboats
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Trial reinstatement
of free ads

Due to continued (albeit sporadic) calls
for the return of the free classified ads
section in the back of the magazine
(dropped during lockdown as the
majority of the ads we were being
asked to publish listed items for

sale on a 'buyer collects’ basis, not
something we could encourage due
to the social distance warnings and
government travel restrictions in place
at that time), we have decided to trial
run a reintroduction of the service.

If, therefore, you would like to place
an ad, a form for submissions can be
found on page 72 of this issue.

The purpose of this trial run is to try
and determine the value placed upon
these private listings by the majority of
our readers before committing page
space and budget (admin costs) to
their permanent reinstatement. So, as
well as inviting those of you who wish
to take advantage of the service to do
so, all thoughts and comments that will
help us gauge both the level of interest
and how much, or little, they add to
your enjoyment of the magazine will be
most helpful.

Stand by for action!

Although not strictly model boat related,
Thunderbirds fans may be interested to learn
that Scalextric has just launched a newly
tooled FAB 1 into its slot-car range. This
1:32 scale version of the iconic pink Rolls
Royce (Ref. C4479) comes complete with
working lights, a full luxurious interior and
the instantly recognisable figures of Lady
Penelope (seated in the back) and Parker (at
the wheel).

Carrying an RRP (Recommended Retail
Price) of £53.99, orders can now be placed at
uk.scalextric.com.
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his month, courtesy of award-winning artisan
leather goods specialist Stalwart Crafts, we're

delighted to be able to offer you the chance to win
a truly superb prize: the ‘one size fits all’ Cross Strap Apron in
Deluxe Leather, which usually retails at £205.

All the leather
aprons in Stalwart
- Crafts range are hand
. made from sustainably
and ethically sourced
raw materials.

Whether you're a kit modeller, a scratch builder or a model
engineer, the Cross Strap Deluxe will prove an invaluable addition to your workshop.
Not only will it prevent products such as paints, solvents, etc, causing damage to your
clothes, it will protect against any flying debris when chipping, chiselling, drilling,
grinding, sanding and sawing wood, and, indeed, serve to shield you from heat and

sparks while engaging in hot work.
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We absolutely love this apron because:

B It's fabulously stylish, yet at the same
time extremely practical

B It's been loving hand crafted from
sustainably sourced leather

B To ensure complete comfort during

long periods of wear, as well as the leather
being lightweight and flexible, the apron
is of easily adjustable bib and brace (rather
than neck strap) design, distributing the
weight across the shoulders and back as
opposed to around the neck

B The premium quality leather has been
specially cured and treated, so it's highly

stain and scratch resistant, and, however
dirty you get you get this apron, it can be
cleaned simply by wiping it down with a soft

cloth and some lukewarm water

B It sports a large front pocket with two
openings. There is also a handy towel strap
(to which, should you wish, you can attach
a Stalwart Crafts’ leather pouch for even
more storage capacity; please note, this is
not included in the prize but available to
order separately)

B To top it all off, Stalwart Crafts believes
in its products so much it offers a lifetime
warranty on all its leather goods!
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Whatever your needs, Stalwart Crafts has them covered!

The rustic and deluxe leather aprons in Stalwart Crafts’ carefully considered range
can be purchased in a number of different colours. On request, orders can also be
personalised with laser engraved names, slogans, patterns or logos. The choice,
however, doesn't end there, as, although the company takes great pride in the

fact that all the leather it uses is responsibly sourced, aprons fashioned from vegan
alternatives (vegan leather and vegan cork) now form part the line-up. Being hand-
crafted, each individual apron is, of course, genuinely unique, but a bespoke service is
available for those with very specific requirements.

Luxury for less!

What's more, to celebrate the festive season, Stalwart Crafts is currently offering a very generous 15% discount on all its
products. So, to browse the range in its entirety and take advantage of this unmissable money-off deal, visit
www.stalwartcrafts.com

HOW TO ENTER

To be included in the draw, all you need to do
is complete the entry form below, cut it out
(photocopies will be accepted should you not
wish to deface your magazine) and then malil
it back to us at:

Stalwart Crafts Prize Draw

Model Boats

Mortons Media Group Media Centre
Morton Way

Horncastle

Lincs LNQ 6JR

Please note, the closing date for entry
submissions will be Friday, January 19, 2024.

Good luck, everyone!

TERMS & CONDITIONS

N.B. We are only able to accept entries from
those residing in the UK. The competition
closes January 19, 2024. No cash alternatives
are available. Terms and conditions apply.

The Stalwart Crafts Cross Strap Deluxe offers To view the privacy policy of MMG Ltd
great workshop protection, no matter how (publisher of Model Boats) please visit
messy or potentially hazardous the task! www. mortons.co.uk/privacy
r - — — — — —  — /1
Stalwart Crafts Prize Draw
| Name: |
| Address: |
| Postcode: |
: , : : ; ; Tel No:
The robust yet lightweight premium quality leather, bib and brace
design with adjustable cross straps to the back, large front storage | Eread. |
pocket and handy towl strap all come together to give you an apron
that's not only stylish but super comfy and extremely practical. L e e e e
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ACRYLIC ACRYLIC
COLOR COLOR

In last month’s news section, we flagged up a specially
packaged Christmas Edition of the Sparmax ARISM
Mini Kit (Ref. C-AR- MINI-KIT-XMAS). We're sure it's
now a gift many of you are hoping to unwrap come
the big day — just in case you don't get lucky, though,
this month, courtesy of the kind folks at the Airbrush
Company, we're offering you the chance to win
yourself example.

Suitable for beginners through to professional
airbrush users, the kit includes:

B A Sparmax ARISM Mini Red Compressor

B A Sparmax MAX-3 Airbrush with 0.3mm nozzle and
needle combination

B A Sparmax Cleaning Pot with built in airbrush holder
B Extra filters (x2) and extra airbrush holder (x1)

M Plus, free gifts, including a Cleaning Brush Set,
Airbrush Acrylic Colours (x2), Airbrush Cleaner (x1)
and Christmas Stencil sheets

A SPARMAX
ARISM MINI KIT

The compressor is a powerful but space saving
and easily portable, plus, in keeping with its compact
nature, has a built-in airbrush holder on its handle,
while the airbrush itself features a 0.3mm needle
and nozzle combination capable of everything from
general purpose to fine detail spraying.

There is also the reassurance of a two-year warranty
on the compressor and a five-year warranty on the
airbrush (please note, the warranties do not cover fluid
needles, nozzles, packing and o-rings, compressor
pistons and automatic switches, since these parts
need to be replaced occasionally due to normal wear
and tear).

- \

ISHES

O11)

‘—-_
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The Airbrush Company

The Airbrush Company stocks an extensive a comprehensive training programme, premises in Lancing, West Sussex).

range of market leading brand airbrushes providing expert tuition on almost every Visit www.airbrushes.com, email sales@
and airbrush-related products (accessories, airbrushing application imaginable (both airbrushes.com or call 01903 767 800 to
paints, masking tools, etc). It also runs online and in person at the company’s find out more.

-

1., ‘ , 9 4 e
Agrbrwshes

.COIIN

ARISM MINI KIT

®

ARISM MINI KI'1T

CHRISTMAS EDITION

Crder now while g upplies last!

HOW TO ENTER

To be included in the draw, all you need to do is complete the
entry form to the right, cut it out (photocopies will be accepted
if you do not wish to deface your magazine) and then mail it
back to us at:

The Airbrush Company Prize Draw spa rmax ARISM Mini Kit

Model Boats -
Mortons Media Group Media Centre Prlze Draw
Morton Way

Horncastle
Lincs LN9 6JR Name:

Please note, the closing date for entry submissions will be Address:
Friday, January 19, 2024.

Good luck, everyone!

TERMS & CONDITIONS

N.B. We are only able to accept entries from those residing

in the UK. The competition closes January 19, 2024. No cash
alternatives are available. Terms and conditions apply. To view
the privacy policy of MMG Ltd (publisher of Model Boats)
please visit www. mortons.co.uk/privacy

Postcode:

Tel No:

Email:
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s | have been constructing my own
fleet of 1:12 scale RNLI lifeboats,
usually building from scratch, for
some time now, when one of my fellow
Warminster Model Boat Club members
decided to clear out some of the abandoned
projects in his workspace to free up some
much-needed space he kindly offered me
a fibreglass hull and superstructure for a
Solent class lifeboat. Even though my build
programme was not at all ready for such an
addition, how could | resist? Consequently,
| quickly had to make room in my own little
workspace for this large hull - some 48 inches
(1220mm) long and 13 inches (330mm) wide,
sizeable superstructure, and two small but
heavy cardboard boxes filled with white
metal components.

For a long time, two large lumps of glass
moulding sat there seemingly glowering
at me every time | went into the workshop,
and | began to fear that having hastily
accepted this potential project I'd landed
myself with a white (literally) elephant. | even
persuaded myself that | didn't really like the
appearance of the Solent Class - largely
because the existing vessels in my fleet
(which once completed are mainly used to
raise funds for the RNLI) are all sufficiently
different from each other to be interesting
to the casual observer, whereas the Rother,
Solent and Shannon are basically all large
orange boxes topping blue hulls (may | be
forgiven for thinking, let alone writing, such
a thing?). So, having decided | didn't like
the superstructure enough to spend hours
working upon it, | began to wonder what |
could do with the hull.

For very good reason, full size boat
development tends to be conservative —

18

“While all of the lifeboat models I've built have historic significance,

it’s the wooden Watson class Solomon Browne that hammers home

the incredible courage and selflessness of the RNLI s volunteer crews
bhardest”

radical changes are rare. So, | looked into

the pre-history of the Solent and found the
Watson range of designs. They had similar
but not identical hulls, with smaller and

more distinctive superstructures, so were
adequately different to the existing vessels in
my fleet. What's more, while all of the lifeboat
models I've built have historic significance, it's
the wooden Watson class Solomon Browne
that hammers home the incredible courage
and selflessness of the RNLI's volunteer crews
hardest.

Penlee and the cruel sea
On December 17, 1981, the motor vessel
Union Star left IUmuiden in the Netherlands
on her maiden commercial voyage, heading
for Arklow in Ireland. On passage she
called in at Brightlingsea, Essex, to pick up
the captain’s wife and two stepdaughters
so that they could all spend the holidays
together; there were now eight on board.
On December 19, however, once just off the
south coast of Cornwall, eight miles (13 km)
east of Wolf Rock, the new ship’s engines
failed and could not be restarted.

| am aware that this magazine is distributed
worldwide so, for those who may not have
been there, | will try to describe Cornwall
from a sea-going perspective. Situated in
the far south-western corner of England,
the peninsular juts out into the Atlantic, with
dramatic coasts on three sides. These coasts

Memorial plaques at Penlee, Cornwall, by the enfrance to
the now disused lifeboat station. Image courtesy of Tony

Atkin, released into the Creative Commons and featured

on Wikipedia.

are punctuated by picturesque coves and
hidden beaches, often backed by towering
cliffs. It is indeed a beautiful place. But the
weather that blows in from the south-west
has travelled right across the Atlantic, and
for mariners there are few safe havens from
incoming storms, either to the north or to
the south. Sadly, ample sharp rocky outcrops
have claimed many lives and vessels over
time.

In dangerously rough seas, the powerless
Union Star was blown across Mount's Bay
towards the rocks of Boscawen Cove, near
Lamorna.
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In response to the vessel's ‘Mayday’,
a Royal Navy Sea King helicopter was
scrambled. Because of the horrendous
conditions though — by this stage winds were
gusting at up to 90 knots (100 mph, 170
km/h), hurricane Force 12 on the Beaufort
scale, with waves up to 60 feet (18 m) high
— it proved impossible to winch anyone off.
Consequently, just after 8pm, the lifeboat
Solomon Browne was launched from the
Penlee Lifeboat Station at Mousehole
(pronounced Mouzle) on the west side of the
bay.

The remainder of this heart-breaking story
has been well documented, suffice to say that
16 souls and two vessels were lost that night.

The genesis of a model

There are many photographs, and even
paintings, of the Watson class 471t (14.2 m)
Solomon Browne. She was, therefore, a prime
candidate for my hull, as long as | accepted
that in scale terms there would be slight
dimensional discrepancies, both in length
and beam. Now in the latter stages of her
build, an idea of what the finished boat will
look like can be see Photo 1, and if you can
spot these discrepancies from a distance

of 9ft (3m) then your eyesight is far better
than mine! The lake at Warminster, by the
way, is not green; what you see is simply the
reflection of the surrounding flora.

Preliminary design

Fitting out a fibreglass hull has been covered
by many far more experienced modellers
than |, so here | will simply touch upon the
areas that required particular attention when
working on this project.

With a model of this size the overall

Watson class lifeboat build

The original Penlee boathouse from which

the Solomon Browne was launched on that
fateful night. Image courtesy of Geof Sheppard,
released into the Creative Commons and
featured on Wikipedia.

Left: The Penlee Memorial Garden, commemorating the loss of the crew of the lifeboat Solomon Brown in 1981. The roof of
the original Penlee lifeboat house, used at the time of the disaster, can be seen in the background. Image courtesy of Chris
Wood, released into the Creative Commons and featured on Wikipedia.

completed weight is critical, there is, after all,
no point in building something | wouldn't be
able to lift. A simplistic calculation produced
a displacement of 16.5 |b (7.5 kq).

| then filled the bath and floated my boat,
using tins and bottles from the larder as
‘test weights’ until the desired waterline was
achieved, in depth, pitch and roll. | noted
where |I'd positioned each individual item
before weighing it, and then put together a
spreadsheet from which | calculated a total
displacement of 17.3 lb (7.86 kg).

Next came the decisions on motors (twin
shafts) and batteries. Yet again, membership
of the club came in handy because collated
data from previous members’ builds
suggested | needed two 800 series low
current brushed motors for a hull of this
size and a vessel of this form. Study of the
available motors’ characteristics suggested
a 12V supply of about 5Ah capacity for each
shaft should give an acceptable performance.
So, what could be achieved within the weight
constraints?

Each motor weighed 1.3 lb (600gms), a
12V 5Ahr battery was 3.8 Ib (1.73 kg) and a
7.5Ahr battery was 5.7 |b (2.6 kg). This meant
that | could either have two motors and three
SAhr batteries or two motors and two 7.5Ahr
batteries within the displacement allowance,
both options leaving about 3.3 |b (1.5 kg) for
everything else.

For this type of vessel, | prefer to spread
the ballast along the hull as much as possible,
primarily to reduce pitching, so | settled for
three batteries rather than two. This decision
was somewhat driven by the length of
propeller shaft needed.

With two batteries up front the motors
would have to be placed well aft for balance,

Model Boats ¢ January 2024 www.modelboats.co.uk

resulting in very short shafts. A disadvantage
of glass fibre hulls, however, is that you
cannot reliably see the alignment angles,

so the longer the shaft the easier it makes
things. By having the motors more centrally
placed | could have two batteries forward
and one aft, but this would mean having 17 in
(432 mm) M4 shafts, which was longer than |
was comfortable with given there was only a
bearing at each end.

In the end | removed one end bearing from
an 8in (203 mm) tube and sleeved that tube
onto another standard 8in tube, giving a total
of 16 ins (406 mm) of tube with a bearing at
each end and one in the centre. Admittedly
much to my surprise, these assemblies run
remarkably smoothly.

Having decided upon the basic fit and
having installed the motors and drive trains,
| then had to work out how to install the
batteries, given that the superstructure, and
therefore the access hole in the deck, was
mainly toward the aft end, luckily almost
exactly over the motors. My solution was to
build a battery slide leading forward (tucked
away under the deck once fitted) to take two
batteries, and a simple retaining box for the
single battery aft.

‘U’ shaped structures, one long, one short,
were made from some builders’ flat UPVC
section that | just happened to have to hand,
and then, once again, | floated my boat. The
aft battery could only fit in one position, so
there was no adjustment possible anyway.

The most forward battery was pushed
literally as far as it would go and the central
one adjusted until | had the hull level in pitch.
The position of everything was marked and
a forward bulkhead fitted to the slide, with a
small lip added at the motor end. Installing
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Watson class lifeboat build

the aft battery proved straight forward; once
electrically connected, the most forward one
was slid toward the bow and then a plastic
spacer was used to push it up to the slide’s
forward bulkhead. Finally, the second battery
was also slid over the lip, thus locking the
whole assembly into place. This was easier

to do than to describe, although, naturally,
needed a bit of care to be taken.

The initial power setup was for two motors
(and associated ESCs) fed from all three
batteries in parallel, giving an installed
capacity of 15Ahr.

Already aware that a few manual handing
‘excitements’ were probably inevitable, the
rudder was the next consideration. As is
normal with lifeboats, the propellers run in
tunnels. The Solent class had twin rudders,
one in each tunnel. The Watsons, however,
had a single stern-mounted rudder, which
was therefore physically vulnerable. | hoped
that | would get away with ‘tank steering’ and
a fixed dummy rudder.

Proving trials

The initial proving trials were undertaken with
the hull sporting just a simple covering deck
and preliminary superstructure (see Photo 2).
After much studying of pictures, | had been
able to form the basic shape for the latter,
including a wheelhouse in the middle with a
compartment at either end. | had no certain
measurements, so | sketched a profile and a
couple of cross-sections onto stiff card, cut
them out and offered the silhouettes up to
the hull. It was then a question of viewing
from the angles that matched the available
pictures. A bit of trimming and a second
profile was necessary before | was satisfied it
looked about right. After that, by sticking to
a 'check twice, glue once’ modus operandi,
construction proved fairly straightforward,
although at this point things were still very
basic, with limited detail.

You will notice my caution here; | still had
no real confidence in being able to cope with
the weight and size of the beast. In part, this

restraint was justified. Loading the model into

the car reminded me of just how vulnerable
the rudder was likely to be, while moving

the model from the car to the lake also
proved an education. At least she floated just
about where she ought to, though, and she
certainly had presence on the water.

Initially, the tank steering appeared to work
very well, pirouettes being entirely possible —
indeed, a bit of a party piece! But the ability
to maintain a straight line seemed intermittent
—until | realised that | only had occasional
control over one of the motors. Back on land,
| discovered that with both TX sticks left in
the same position the starboard motor would
from time to time stop for no obvious reason
and then, sometimes, restart, particularly if the
port TX stick was moved. Individually, both
motors operated as expected, if only one was
energised at a time.
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“For this type of vessel, I prefer to spread the ballast along the hull as
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much as possible, primarily to reduce pitching”

There was obviously some form of
electromagnetic incompatibility if fed from
a single power source, so once back in the
workshop the system was reconfigured to
one independent and isolated battery/ESC/
motor combination per shaft. Clearly this
reduced the installed power capacity to 5Ah
per shaft and | decided to fit steering anyway,
without checking if the new alignment would
allow rudderless use.

Tweaking results

In practice the overall effect has been
illuminating. The hull can still easily
pirouette, the actual power consumption is
far less than expected, and the loss of 2.5Ah
has not been noticed. Straight running is
simple, and with only a slight adjustment of

the rudder the boat will cruise quite happily
with just one shaft rotating. The aft battery
(normally fully charged but not connected)
could replace one of the other batteries if
necessary.

Photo 3 shows the component layout
in its current and probably final evolution.
The green dot is the throat of the forward
battery slide; you might be able to
make out the two Tamiya style power
connectors. The red dot is the entrance
to the aft battery box. The ESCs and main
switches are fitted to a removable sub-
deck (permitting access to the motors if
required), aft of which is a shelf bearing
the receiver, hinged to allow access to the
battery box. The yellow snake is the rudder
actuator.
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The visible bits

Now having a fully operational hull, it was time
to embellish the deck and superstructure. The
major difficulty here was that not only were
the various boats in this Class given slightly
differing equipment fits over time but there
was also a change of livery. The earlier finish
had been a light grey superstructure with hi-
vis roof panels. This was superseded by the
familiar overall orange but without the current
large identification numbers. Given | use these
boats for fund-raising displays, | opted for the
orange and blue scheme potential donors

are most likely to be familiar with, and the

one carried by the Solomon Browne on that
fateful night, although I've shied away from
portraying her as crewed during that final
shout, instead she will be populated as if on a
training exercise.

Another interesting observation from
some of the non-posed photographs from
the 1960s is that the rules around attire were
obviously more relaxed back then. Currently,
of course, full uniform safety kit while afloat is
always evident.

The mast

My usual preference is to build all the
LED lights and radar into the removable
superstructure — if possible, including a
dedicated and independent power supply.
The sticking point on this build, however, was
the superstructure mounted mast/exhaust.
On this mast there had to be a police
light, deck light and navigation light, all
independently controlled, and all in differing
positions on the mast. Additionally, to reduce
the overall height for storage, | wanted the
mast to fold aft as did the real thing.

| tried out various ideas when it came
to producing multiple electrical contacts
that would reliably connect as the mast
was erected, but eventually admitted
defeat. Eventually, | found some four-way
miniature connectors with their own small
but handy locking mechanism, so now

Watson class lifeboat build

“There was obviously some form of electromagnetic incompatibility if fed
from a single power source, so once back in the workshop the system was

reconfigured...”

the mast simply plugs in and locks. The
connectors themselves were made from

one of those waxy plastics which are a devil
to glue reliably. |, therefore, clad each part
with a hard styrene sheet cover, shaped

and laminated to fit the various indents and
protrusions; this allowed adhesion of one
half to the plastic mast using conventional
liquid polystyrene glue. These covers proved
to be the most taxing bit of the whole mast
assembly, requiring much trimming of very
small pieces to ensure a close and immovable
fit. | must say, however, | am very pleased
with the result, so far.

Photo 4 shows the fixed connector in the
mast tabernacle, Photo 5 the base connector
on the mast, and Photo 6 the mast in situ.
The small thumb push in the centre of the
assembly locks/unlocks the two components.

There was little room within the mast for
four wires, so | needed some thin diameter
electrical conductors. | tried using single
core wire, unsuccessfully, as the conductor
would repeatedly break with the slightest of
movement. So, | dissected a spare USB cable
and discovered two very fine multi strand
signal cables and two slightly larger power
cables, all with extremely thin insulation,
adequate to power low voltage LEDs.

Lights

| could now move on to the lighting control
and battery stowage. | should, at this stage,
offer a word of caution: while LED lights are
mechanically very robust and long lived,
particularly in comparison with the old grain
of wheat filament lamps (if you're old enough
to remember them), make sure you're

aware of the necessary supply voltage. In

this instance | had a mix of T0mm diameter
navigation lights, a smaller white deck light,

“These covers proved to be the most taxing bit of the whole mast
assembly...”
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a flashing blue light and a high-power white
light for the searchlight. | had read the
technical data when | ordered them and all,
except the red navigation light, were quite
happy operating from a 3V supply. That red
LED, however, needed a dropper resistor to
less than 2.5 volts, otherwise it had a very
short, albeit brilliant, life. Interestingly, my
other boats’ navigation lights, including the
reds, cope quite happily with 3V, so it must
have been a manufacturing or materials issue
with that particular brand of LED.

| needed two power supplies, both 3V
fed from AA batteries, and so ordered
two battery holders, each with their own
integrated on/off switch. One provides power
to the radar motor via a separate miniature
on/off single way control switch; the other
powers the lights via their own separate on/
off switches. These switches were mounted
on a control panel built into the rear cabin,
which also contains the AA battery boxes.
When the superstructure is in place the
control panel is hidden by the rearmost cabin
bulkhead, which remains fixed to the hull.

Photo 7 shows the fixed bulkhead
supported by the Coxswain and the control
panel built into the rear cabin. The black
rectangles are the low voltage battery holders,
which simply slide out when replacement
batteries are required. Note all the switches
are down/ ‘off’ in proper naval fashion.

As mentioned, my models are used for
display purposes, and the high-power LED I'd
used for the searchlight came with a warning
not to look directly into the light. Given | had
built the searchlight to include a reflector from
a torch, | was keen to ensure | could quickly
turn off the LED if necessary. With its primary
control switch being hidden, as explained
above, power is, therefore, provided via a
cam-operated micro switch, so that even if
switched on the light is only energised over a
small sector of the lantern’s arc (see Photo 8). |
must say it throws quite a beam at night.
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Watson class lifeboat build

Finishing touches

You may notice in my photos that the crew
seem to be having some trouble with the
aft hatch to the rear cabin. When | decided
to cover the switch control panel with the
permanently fixed rear cabin bulkhead it
rapidly became obvious that the routine
removal/refitting of the superstructure may
well damage or break the fixed upright, so |
needed to put in a physical support for the
top edge. Consequently, my Coxswain has
been strategically positioned.

Work slowly continues, although the tasks
that remain are now mostly cosmetic. In
particular, the handrails and grab lines need
to be made and fitted, along with a bit more
deck furniture, the prominent anchor and,
of course, the name plaques. | am using the
white metal parts where appropriate, not on
the boat itself but as patterns from which to
reproduce parts such as the winch, bollards
and anchor, usually in styrene plastic. So far
not a gram of additional ballast has been
necessary, but she currently sits very close
to her waterline, so any weight saving | can
make will be a bonus. If the worst comes to
the worst, | can always remove the spare (aft)
battery and replace it with something very
slightly lighter.

| must get on with things, though. The
RNLI was founded on March 4, 1824, and
will therefore celebrate its 200th anniversary
in 2024, so the plan is to complete this
particular addition to my fleet in time for that.

The box conundrum

My first lifeboat in this series was a single
shaft Liverpool class vessel, the Lucy Lavers,
based upon a Vic Smeed design. She is over
ten years old now but still looks largely as she
did when first made, simply because she lives
in a ventilated plywood box (as do my other
lifeboats. This box is starting to look a little
distressed, bearing as it does the dings and
scratches from many journeys; but rather the
box be damaged than the model - for a start,
the former is much easier to patch up than
the latter!

The box for my Watson will have to be
made soon. Perhaps it should have been
already, but, as you will appreciate, the model
needs to be almost complete so that the
minimum size of the box can be determined.
After all, it would be really frustrating if, say, |
had to increase the size of the model’s rudder
for practical reasons only to then find the nice
new box already constructed for it was then
too short in length.

Obviously, there has to be sufficient
clearance between model and box so that
loading and extraction is simple and non-
damaging but, considering how large this
model is, it will be essential to keep those

“The former is much easier to
patch up than the latter”
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“The RNLI was founded on March 4, 1824, and will therefore celebrate
its 200th anniversary in 2024”

gaps to a minimum. Size really is important
because the box has to fit in the car and
be of a manageable weight to carry. And
with weight in mind, this particular model
will travel to water without its propulsion
batteries installed.

Normally | construct the box from 5 or
6mm builders ply (external quality if | can
getitin our local DIY store) bonded to a
12 or 15mm square softwood frame. The
frame is largely on the outside, providing
multiple finger holds for use during lifting and
handling. For this box | plan to use 3mm ply,
using the same framing timber but with closer
spacing. An even thinner sheet material,
perhaps aluminium, may be considered, but
structural integrity is going to be an issue
given the mass of the entire assembly, both
model and enclosure, even with the batteries
removed.

A study of damage to the existing boxes
shows the vulnerable areas to be the vertical
edges, the bottom end corners and the
centre of the larger panels, all locations to
be expected really. That said, the damage
is not excessive, even on the oldest boxes,
with only minor dents in the softwood and a
few paint chips/scratches. It may be that my
approach is overkill, but, as | have already
mentioned, all the models themselves have
remained dust free and in an almost pristine
condition — a great advantage, appreciated
on each and every occasion they go on show.

Another issue is my current lack of
workspace. Normally | make the box, paint it
and fit it out to accept its specific model. As
you will appreciate, this takes time, during
which | need twice the amount of space
allocated to the model once complete and
stowed within its box — and this is the highest
volume model | have made so far.

Watch out for updates
As | pen this saga, there is still a fair bit of

work to be done. Hopefully, | can let you
know how things evolve at some point in the
future with a few lines in the Your Models
section. @
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Watson class lifeboat build

THOSE LOST

RNLB Solomon Browne

M Coxswain: William Richards (RNLI Gold Medal)
M Second Coxswain/Mechanic: James Stephen
Madron (Bronze Medal)

M Assistant Mechanic: Nigel Brockman

(Bronze Medal)

B Emergency Mechanic: John Robert Blewett

(Bronze Medal)

Crew Members:

M Charles Thomas Greenhaugh (Bronze Medal)
M Kevin Smith (Bronze Medal)

M Barrie Robertson Torrie (Bronze Medal)

M Gary Lee Wallis (Bronze Medal)

M/V Union Star

W Captain: Henry Moreton

M Mate: James Whittaker

M Engineer: George Sedgwick

M Crewman: Anghostino Verressimo

M Crewman: Manuel Lopez.

M Passengers: Dawn (the Captain’s pregnant
wife), Sharon and Deanne Moreton

(the Captain’s stepdaughters)

May they rest in peace

Still making finishes fouches to his Watson class
lifeboat, Mike hopes to have her finished in time for fund
raising activities during the RNLI's 200th anniversary
celebrations in 2024. Watch out for future edition
updates in the Your Models section of this magazine.




hen | first became interested

in model boat building, | went

to along to my local pond (in
Sheffield) and asked those who were already
sailing there about the hobby and how

| should go about getting started. They
recommended the Fairwind as a good
starter yacht, and then let me get on with
it, only answering questions as | came up
with them. When it became obvious that
sailing, as opposed to powered boats,

was to be the course | would follow, they
then opened up to me the world of scratch
building and plans and, in the process,
became my mentors. Amongst the lovely
boats regularly on the water were two small
yachts, both built and owned by a man
called Bob, and these quickly became the
focus of my attention when considering
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- Nev's mentors at the pond in Millhouses Park,

3 5 Sheffield, in July 2007; Bob is second from the

1S 1 right. These modellers embraced many fashions

With a little help
from my friends...

Nev Wade pays tribute to the crew who welcomed him
into the hobby and inspired his first ever builds...

follow-on projects after the completion of
the Fairwind. Little did | know back then

that the versions of these boats | did indeed
build would remain with me, serving as a
perfect foil to the square-rigged sailing ships
| would go on to construct and sail, and still
be in regular use today.

Bob, the builder

If memory serves me well, Bob originally
hailed from South Shields in the North-East.
In his time, he had built everything from his
own steam locos to submarines, and from
yachts to square-riggers. After he'd seen my
efforts with the Fairwind, he gave me three
sheets of A4 paper. The first had the side
elevation and cross sections of a yacht; the
second her general arrangement; and the
third, the internal arrangement of her. This

yacht was the Sheila 2nd, a yawl| designed

by Albert Strange in 1911. Her main claim

to fame, as far as | am aware, is that she was
sailed from the UK to New Zealand, single-
handed, by Adrian Hayter, after World War

Il. He covered the story of this voyage in his
book Sheila in the Wind. Bob had a lovely
model of her, which he'd renamed Betty after
his wife.

He also had a small gaff cutter called
Emanuel. The original boat was built in 1928
by Andrew Anderson & Son in Penarth, and
she was, if anything, even more attractive
than Betty. Bob had used all his tricks on her,
taking old furniture and making from it strip
wood for everything from planks to cabin
panels. He made his own blocks, and she had
lovely brass portholes. She really was a work
of art!
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Fair winds & following seas

Adrian Hayter's Sheila Znd, the yacht on which the models
of Betty and Bonny Lad were based.

The gift that keeps on giving
The gift of the drawings for the yawl
implied a challenge — one that | took it up
immediately, greatly desiring my own version
of this unusual boat. Using plank on frame
techniques around the frames from Bob's
drawing, which |I'd had enlarged, | crafted
a small boat of the same size as Bob's.
Measuring 710mm from bow to stern (not
including the bumpkin, the ‘bowsprit’ at the
stern), as a nod to Bob, | named her Bonny
Lad.

While working on this project | learnt a lot!
Initially, she was fitted with a 7.2V battery,
a motor and drive shaft big enough for a
sizeable scale Hull trawler, a speed controller,
a sail arm for the sails, and the vital rudder = T e DSl e =
servo. With lead chips resined into the R T T N A ———_—
bottom of the hull, the interior was complete. Bonny Lad after planking. While acknowledging he is no yacht expe
A huge hatch opening was incorporated stern.
to allow good below deck access, with a
combined cabin and cockpit constructed to

€C o o o o

Bl T e b dies el s Friak o The gift of the drawings for the yawl implied a challenge, one that
the superstructure. I toolk it up immediatel_'y”
Bonny Lad Sheet Legend The layout of the sheets. This arrangement affords
Arrangement X Fixed Point less movement of the main sail than Nev would like, a

Sail arm servo situation he's considering remedying in near future.

O Pulley
Tube
Fairleads
Fairlead
o
(S To Mizzen
To Mainsail Sail

To Foresail

ap
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Fair winds & following seas

“While working on this project 1

learnt a lot!”

The maiden sail wasn’t a complete disaster
but, with all that weight aboard, and most of
it high up in the hull, when she rolled, she had
to think for quite a while before rolling back
the other way! She also took on a copious
amount of water through the huge hatch
opening. This is neither the time nor place
to take you through all the ins and outs of
the next several weeks; suffice it to say that
| put in a smaller battery, took out motor,
drive shaft, propeller and speed controller,
and replaced their weight with more lead
chips, as low down as possible! |'ve never
put a motor in a sailing vessel since, as there
is always wind to use, if you keep your wits

*ﬁ! i I
The big battery, the prop shaft and the speed controller. Lots of misguided effort! about you.

| put in a lot of effort to keep out the water,
including doing away with the cockpit and
using duct tape to seal what amounted to
‘inner’ hatch covers under the cabin. Some
of my mentors at the pond fitted their on/off
switches above deck and had charging points
sticking out of them, to which they attached
charger leads via crocodile clips. All that
looked like good stuff to me, so | adapted
Bonny Lad similarly, and then put her back on
the water.

e e ~= —
The maiden sail. While the boat looked fine, Nev 5%
quickly discovered that every time she heeled,
she threatened to roll over!

'J'..-_ -_ i
L . L . r.:l vk fe— i

As originally built, Bonny Lad had a built-in cockpit. : = 'ﬂ' =
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Fair winds & following seas

The final arrangement of the deck and its waterproofing.
Now only the two taped hatches give access below deck.

iy i R
Here only the prop shaft tube is left. The big battery and speed controller ha

I'll never forget that moment of sheer joy
on first realising | had built something that
really worked. The real boat on which this
model was based, the Sheila 2nd, was a very
hardy craft. If you read Hayter's book you'll
be made aware of her sailing characteristics;
how much she looked after him; how he
could sleep while trusting her to sail herself if
she could be left ‘reaching’ across the wind,
but how he had to steer her for hours at a
time if she needed to be sailed downwind,
with that mizzen sail at the stern pushing her
about, making her yaw about her course. It is
just the same with Bonny Lad. When one of
my fellow sailors in Sheffield (not one of my
mentors, | hasten to add) ‘borrowed’ her for a
sail, he quickly handed her back, complaining
she was uncontrollable downwind!

So, by the summer of 2005, | had two
yachts at my disposal, the simple, easy sailing
Fairwind and the characterful Bonny Lad.
Reaping more and more enjoyment from
the hobby, my wonderful mentors were
becoming ever better company as | got to
know each of them more individually, and, as
my confidence grew, | began to consider the
next logical step.
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Fair winds & following seas

Bob’s boat (left) and Nev's version
(right) being sailed together.

A wandering eye Although he never said so, I got the distinct impression that this

I've already mentioned Bob's beautiful gaff developmentpleased Bob no end...”
cutter, so it may not surprise you to learn

it wasn’t long at all after ironing out Bonny
Lad's teething troubles that | began to cast
longing eyes on Emanuel, in the hope that
Bob had some plans for her too. In the event
he hadn’t, which felt like a bit of a setback.
As the summer wore on, though, an idea
began to form. Remember that | was new
to our hobby, so what would be obvious to
me now wasn’t immediately so back then.
Consequently, | spent some time racking
my brains, trying to think of ways of | could
still make a copy of this boat without access
to plans. Eventually it came to me. | could
do a kind of freehand drawing of the side
elevation, full size for the model, then use
a profile gauge at pre-determined points
on the hull, to create the cross sections. |
therefore borrowed Emanuel so that | could
measure and take pictures of her. Although
he never said so, | got the distinct impression
that this development pleased Bob no end;
he could now watch how the apprentice did!
It all went well. | was able to make the
freehand drawing of the side elevation
without too much trouble, and a simple tile
cutting profile gauge did the job of taking the
cross sections — this was amply big enough e : _ - :
for the job on a boat that was only 600mm - e e e A i
from bow to stern (excluding the bowsprit). The prototype for Emanuel. Isn’t she a beauty!
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Fair winds & following seas

In order to convince himself he was on the right track, when taking the lines
from Emanuel Nev cut out paper frames for Facsimile. He then stuck these on % L
to the side elevation to see if they looked OK before proceeding to cut the actual The simple framing of Facsimile. Nev had yet to had yet to discover building boards in these early
frames out of wood. days as modeller!

AT S A Wk L i i O e i -
. . e i s N i, = ~
=l ; Bt N gl Ay

“Facsimile” Sheet Legend The arrangement of Facsimile’s

Arrangement out T sheets, with the multiplying

O Pulley pulley system prominent.
% X Fixed point

Fairlead

Sail Arm Servo

To Foresail -E— O

" Multiplying Pulley
System To Main Sail

The simple mountings below deck.

£ . iy " " .‘ o y : ..
Right: The hull finished, ready for the sails. N RS T S RTINS,
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Fair winds & following seas

=9 ob’s and Nev's boats (Emanuel

and Facsimile) being sailed
together in Sheffield.

[ - e

SN Both boats again; that of the

=

1

S master craftsman, Nev modestly
B (ells us, is obvious!

“I made a straight copy. Imitation is the sincerest form of flattery!
TI've used this system ever since”

Having generated the drawings, | made
some paper half frames and stuck them on to
the side elevation just to see if they looked
right. They did, so | carried on, and made

all my frames from plywood. | was yet to
understand the technique of building upside
down on a building board, so | built this boat
on a Billing’s building slip.

The building, hatch making and
waterproofing all benefitted from the lessons
learned with Bonny Lad, but for control of
the sails | availed myself of the methods
employed by Bob on Emanuel. He used
a multiplying pulley system to give more
movement to the mainsail than to the jibs,
and | made a straight copy. Imitation is the
sincerest form of flattery! I've used this
system ever since; on every square-rigger |'ve
ever built.

The resulting boat, called, for obvious
reasons, Facsimile, is a delight. She sets a lot
of sail for a small boat, so she’s only good
for quiet days, but when the conditions are
right, she looks really pretty on the water.
Her only fault, from the point of view of my
created drawing, is that | have the hull a little
too full towards the stern, so you'll see from
the photos here that Emanuel is the more
elegant of the two in terms of hull lines.
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The aftermath

After completing these two models, my
thoughts then turned to the large iron and
steel sailing ships, the windjammers, that
I’'d been fascinated with since childhood,
and my interest in yachts began to wane
somewhat. | continued to sail Bonny Lad
and Facsimile though, and, after having
given things some further thought,

| realised that if | wanted to sail two
different models on a particular day | just
wouldn’t be able to fit two square-riggers
in the car. Consequently, as time went by
and | began to achieve my ambitious build
goals, | got into the habit of instead taking
one of my sailing ships and one of these
yachts to the pond, and sailing the yacht

for 45 minutes before then enjoying the
square-rigger for the rest of the session.
It's a practice I've continued to this very
day.

The two little boats still perform well
on the small pond in Millhouses Park in
Sheffield where | originally began sailing
them, as well as on the lake in the Pavilion
Gardens in Buxton, and even on the large
lake by the North Sea in Tynemouth. As
| now live in the North-East, the latter is
most local to me, but | have to be careful
when | sail these little yachts there,
because big (in terms of scale) waves
can build on this large, open lake. It's
still a pleasure to see them do their stuff
though, and | rather suspect that, as |
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get older, their small size will become a
real boon, long after the big sailing ship
models have proved too cumbersome to
carry!

Sadly, my mentors from Sheffield days
are now all dead, but | think of them
often and my memories are only further
enhanced by the sight of these little
models, whose development they played
such a big part in, sailing gaily on a bright
day by the North Sea. I'd like to think that
they would have been pleased by how
much these now well-travelled model
boats have been admired by all wherever
I've sailed them, and that over the years
they’ve also been copied again by many
fellow modellers. ®
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Mini plan build guide
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Paddling Pool Boats

Richard Tunstall provides a step-by-step guide to building these
adorable little model boats from his mini plan featured on pages 38-39

few years ago, | became godfather to
Aa friend’s daughter and since then |

have been on the lookout for suitable
birthday and Christmas presents for her.
There are plenty of toys and games available
but after a while | decided that | would like
to make something for her and her sister —
something that would be unique, hand-made
and a bit more of a connection between us.
But what to make? Well, my hobby is making
and sailing model ships and boats, so |
thought | would make them each a little boat
— something nice and colourful for use in the
paddling pool or the bath.

This was to be a child’s toy, so it needed |
to be small enough for little hands, fairly ‘
robust, and, above all, safe. That meant no F '
small, loose or sharp pieces and so | ruled .
out anything with masts or spars. | thought
that a cabin cruiser of some kind would make

a good subject, ideally with a slightly retro “L ==
look, and | started thinking about some of the e EL = REAR -
lovely post-war British river cruiser designs. | [ ——]

also remembered some of the little toy boats
that | was given as a child and the occasional
frustration when some of them didn't float

“l remembered some of the little toy boats that I was given as a child and

very well or capsized at the first bath-tub the occasionalﬁmtration when some oftbem dz’dn’tﬂoat very well or
FIEple, | eeidEr, WRTEIGHe, thel my Cesign capsized at the first bath-tub ripple! I decided, therefore, that my deszgn
must be well-ballasted and very stable on the

water must be well-ballasted and very stable on the water”

32 www.modelboats.co.uk January 2024 ¢ Model Boats




Finally, | hoped to build these boats from
off-cuts and materials already available in my
workshop as far as possible. The resulting
design is very straightforward to build, and,
if you decide to have a go, you may well
find that already you have all the materials
necessary. Failing that, they should all be
readily available from model shops.

Design
| started by searching for cabin-cruiser
photos on the internet and in back issues of
Model Boats magazine. My eye was drawn to
the Thornycroft 38-foot river cruiser DuBarry,
featured in ‘Flotsam & jetsam’ in the April
2022 issue of Model Boats — an attractive
craft that seemed to meet all my criteria, and
| started drawing.

| have simplified the design and details a
great deal to create a toy boat while (| hope)
still preserving something of the outline and
charm of the original. | have increased the
beam a little to make it chunkier, simplified
the hull to give a flat bottom and, of course, |
have removed everything that would become
too small and fiddly at this scale, including
the handrails, propeller and rudder, etc.

| wanted the model to be about six inches
in length, so | chose 1:72 scale, giving a
length of 16cm on the plan (see pages
38-39). The hull and cabin are built up
using ‘bread and butter’ construction with
horizontal layers of balsa wood. Some sheet
brass ballast is sealed into the hull between

Mini plan build guide

“The bull and cabin are built up using ‘bread and butter’ construction
with horizontal layers of balsa wood. Some sheet brass ballast is sealed
into the hull between the lower ‘bread and butter’ layers, and there is
also a cavity within the hull, all of which helps with stability”

the lower ‘bread and butter’ layers, and there
is also a cavity within the hull, all of which
helps with stability. For my models | used
1/32in (0.8mm) plywood for the decks and
for the cabin roof pieces. If this isn't available
then you could substitute 1/16in plywood,
pieces of wood veneer, or even cardboard if
you seal and paint it thoroughly. | suppose
you could use styrene sheet; however, | was
keen to keep my models free from plastic.

Cutting out

Start by cutting out the bread-and-butter
balsa layers for the main hull. Photo 1 shows
layers 1 to 7 for the hull laid out from left

to right. My suggestion for marking out the
shapes on the balsa sheets is as follows...
Once you've either pulled-out the central
pages of the magazine featuring my mini plan
or taken a photocopy of the hull plan view,
cut out the outline of one side of layer 7 of
the hull. Cut along the centre line to give a
template for one half of the hull. Place this
on the balsa sheet with the centre line along
the grain and carefully trace around the edge
of the paper onto the balsa wood, including
marking the centre line. Then, turn the paper

template over, place it on the other side of
the centre line and trace out the opposite
side of the hull. After cutting out this piece
you can then carefully trim down the paper
template to the outline of layer 6 of the hull
and repeat the above steps to trace layer 6
onto the balsa wood. Keep going like this
until you have cut out all seven layers for the
hull.

Layers 1 to 3 are cut from 1/8in balsa sheet
and layer 2 must have a rectangular cut-out in
the middle to accept the sheet brass ballast.
The 1/8" balsa sheet can be cut with a sharp
craft knife with some care, although a razor
saw is useful for making neat cuts across the
grain. Layers 4 to 7 are then cut from 1/4in
balsa sheet; for these | preferred to cut the
shapes slightly oversize using a fret saw and
then sand the edges down to the pencil lines.
If you are using balsa offcuts, then you can
cut two half-pieces from smaller scraps and
glue the edges together along the centre
line to make up the bread-and butter layers.
Don’t forget to cut the centres out of layers 4
and 5, leaving 1/2in width all the way around.
You can also cut out the rectangular pieces
for the cabin at this point.
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Ballast

| should say a word about the piece of brass
ballast at this point. The finished model
before painting will weigh something like

70 to 75 grammes (g) including ballast and

| estimated that | needed 30g of ballast in
the bottom of the hull to achieve the right
waterline and to give good stability. The
density of brass is around 8.5g per cubic cm
(g/cm3) and | had a piece of 2.5mm thick
brass sheet available. | therefore cut a piece
of this sheet with dimensions 5.5cm x 2.6cm x
0.25cm which weighs around 30g.
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Mini plan build guide

(To work this out yourself, calculate the
volume in cm3, which is 5.5 x 2.6 x0.25 =
3.58cm3, and then multiply this volume by
the density of brass: 3.58 x 8.5 = 30.4g, which
is close enough to 30q). If you have some
brass sheet that is anywhere from 2.0mm to
3.2mm thick then this will be ideal, and you
can simply adjust the size of the piece you
cut to give 30g weight. If you don’t have
brass sheet available then copper, steel or
iron will work, although be sure to use the
right density for each metal when working
out the size you need. The densities are 9.0g/
cm3 for copper, 7.9g/cm3 for iron/ steel and
8.0g/cm3 for stainless steel. If you use plain
iron or steel, then | suggest giving the piece
a coat of a metal paint such as Hammerite to
prevent it corroding. Please don’t use lead

in this model, and don’t be tempted to use
aluminium either — it just isn’t dense enough.

Construction

You can now start gluing the layers together
using your preferred wood glue, lining

each layer up with the next using the
centrelines marked on the balsa pieces. |
used waterproof aliphatic resin for this. Once
layers 1 and 2 are glued together, glue your
metal ballast piece into the recess in layer

2 using a general-purpose household glue
(such as Bostik, Evo-stik, or similar). Then
glue layer 3 onto the first two layers to seal in
the ballast.

Next, glue on layers 4 and 5 (1/4in thick
layers) and you should have something that
looks like what you see in Photo 2. | suggest
doing some initial shaping of the hull bottom
at this stage, which will then allow you to

e r | -
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“If you don’t have
brass sheet available
then copper, steel
or iron will work.
Please don’t use lead
in this model, and
don't be tempted to
use aluminium either
— it just isn't dense
enough”
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Mini plan build guide

check how the model floats before attaching “There are many ways to finish a balsa model boat and you may well

the deck and cabin. For this | strongly . ; -
recaand tharyot make sotie sahdpapsr have your preferred method. Here’s what I did...

boards by gluing coarse and medium grades

of sandpaper onto some rectangular scrap

pieces of plywood (see Photo 3). Start with into a smooth curve and to round the bilges took me about 20-30 minutes of sanding for
the coarse sandpaper and then use the nicely from the sides into the flat hull bottom each hull. Once you are happy, give the hull
medium when you get close to the finished (see Photo 4). Probably the area that needs bottom a couple of coats of diluted cellulose
shape. You don’t need to remove large most sanding is when creating the smooth dope (50:50 cellulose dope and thinners),
amounts of balsa — all you are trying to do sloping section of the hull bottom at the stern with a very light sanding between coats to

is to smooth the ‘steppy’ sides of the model leading to the transom (see Photo 5). This smooth the finish.
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Now carefully balance hull layers 6 and 7
and the cabin pieces on to the shaped hull in
the correct locations and float the model in a
small container of water (a sandwich box will
do). Check that it floats level side-to-side. It
should also float with the bow slightly higher
than the stern. If you need to adjust the trim,
you can glue small pieces of ballast inside the
hollow hull and float the model again until
you are happy with it.

After drying the model off, glue layers 6
and 7 onto the hull. Once your glue is set
then it is back to the sanding boards to fair in
these last two layers and achieve the finished
hull shape. Finally, glue on the rectangular
blocks that make up the cabin.

Your hull should now look something like
what you see in Photo 6, in which | have
also shown the deck and cabin roof pieces
cut from 1/32in (0.8mm) plywood. The plan
shows a small rectangular skylight on the fore
deck - | used a simple rectangle cut from
1/16in mahogany sheet for this, but other
woods could be used instead.

Finishing

There are many ways to finish a balsa model
boat and you may well have your preferred
method. Here's what | did...For the deck
pieces, | drew on the planking lines in pencil
and then | applied a very diluted wood stain
(one part Pine coloured water-based wood
stain to four parts water). When this was
dry, | applied two coats of clear water-based
varnish to seal in the pencil lines. | also
primed and painted the cabin roof pieces,
prior to gluing all the deck and roof pieces

Mini plan build guide

onto the hull with wood glue. You may need
to apply some filler between the hull and the
deck edge and then sand it smooth all the
way around. After all this, | applied two more
coats of cellulose dope over the hull surface,
sanding very lightly between coats to obtain
a smooth surface for painting (see Photo
7). Finally, | used Humbrol enamel paints
applied with a brush for all the painted areas.
| painted the hull white and then masked
the waterline before painting the red colour
below the waterline (see Photo 8).

As I'm not good at painting small details,
| chose to print the portholes and cabin
windows onto photo paper using my inkjet
printer before then cutting them out and
gluing them to the model with aliphatic resin.
You could draw the window and porthole
shapes onto paper manually if you prefer. |
gave these paper parts a good day to dry
thoroughly and then sealed them with several
coats of the water-based clear varnish (see

Photos 2, 10 and 11).

summary

These little boats made a nice diversion from
ongoing work on one of my larger models.
They were fun to build, and | think the end
result has achieved my original aims. They are
bright and colourful, and they are very stable
when afloat (see Photo 12). It is just possible
to make then float upside down if you put
them exactly upside down in the water,

but from any other position they will return
to floating the right way up straight away.
Hopefully, my goddaughter and her sister will
like them! @

N

#
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Free Plan

LCVP MK.5

Dave Wooley provides a hands-on guide to building
from this month’s free plan, which comes courtesy of
former Vosper Thornycroft naval architect Peter Brown

The Royal Marines” LCVP
Mk.5 on the beach.

T S .q b : .
N o \"'N- “F‘f'" l""'"--- -,.A.m pa
m__%n ‘S: .:Ftu. Sy i"iﬁ-m. ;.‘
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Free Plan

LCVP Mk.5 secured to its goal post davits aboard HVIS Bulwark LPD (Landing Platform Dock) after a successful exercise.

hanks to Peter Brown, former naval
architect at Vosper Thornycroft, a set of
modellers’ draughts has been prepared
for the build of a 1:16 scale model of the
current Royal Navy assault landing craft LCVP
- | _ | Mk.5 (Landing Craft Vehicle / Personnel Mk.5)
. and it is the use of these drawings that this
- . = two-part build feature will be focusing on
‘ . D e i, oy (see Photo 1).
— _ : . ' Originally designed and built by VT (Vosper
- Thornycroft) Shipbuilders at Woolston,
Southampton and with later ones by Babcock
Marine, the LCVP Mk.5 entered service
with the Royal Navy in 1996. Capable of
transporting 35 fully equipped marines and
three crew at approximately 25kts or one
105mm/ 155mm howitzer, a tracked snow
cat and trailer can also be accommodated.
Displacement is 24 tons, with a length 15.7m
and a width of 4.3m. Power is provided by
two Volvo-Penta diesels to two water jets.
Both the amphibious LHDs HMS Albion and
Bulwark carry the LCVP Mk.5.
The all-aluminium Mk.5 has a 20-year
life cycle, and a replacement is now being
considered, which may enter service some
time towards the close of the decade.

Hull construction
The prime purpose of the LCVP is to deliver

troops/vehicles onto the beachhead at
speed, thus enabling a significantly increased
number of sorties than was previously
possible with its predecessor. The hull design
is box-shaped with a flat after body and semi-
planing fore body to enable the craft to ride
the shallows onto the beach. However, there
are features on the underside which improve
performance while maintaining a high level of
stability, even in rough conditions.
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Free Plan

Each of the frames set onto the keelson.

“The LCVP MFk 5 is water-jet
powered, with a flat after body
and semi-planing fore body, but,

as we shall see, there are features

Stringers édded fo the strakes,
chine and along the length of
the deck opening.

on the underside which improve
performance while maintaining
a high level of stability, even in

rough conditions”

From the beginning it was my intention to
build the model in timber, using a well-tried
method of keelson, frames and stringers. The
choice of timber for the hull was Tmm marine
ply, while the keel and frames are 3mm in
thickness. The stringer consisted of 4.4 mm
x 5 mm spruce for each of the chines and the
gunwale, with the inner stringers denoting
the internal area for access into the vehicle
deck.

The frame shapes were lifted from the plan
first, using grease proof paper (the latter
being inexpensive and readily available),
followed by the keel, which was doubled
amidships (see Photo 2). Using 3.5mm
marine ply, each frame was cut to size, with
sections removed at the lower chine and
gunwale allowing for the stringers. As part
of the same preparation, an opening was
formed in the transom for the jet drive stators
(see Photo 3).

The next stage involved covering the
underside with Tmm marine ply, taking into : _ ,.
account the compound curves along its sy " Sheeting up the
length. This required six separate sections or y . S ' underside forward.
sheets, commencing from the transom (see | i
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Free Plan

Right: Sheeting the underside aft with Imm marine ply.

Photos 4 and 5). My adhesive of choice for
fixing these marine ply sheets was Evo-Stik
exterior waterproof PVA.

With the entire underside sheeted, work
could begin in forming the bow section (see
Photo 6), followed by the outer and centre
barwales (see Photo 7), with a wedge section
formed at the transom. Once the underside
had been completed, the sides could be
marked out on Tmm marine ply and fixed into
place.

Forming the vehicle deck
and round down

The round down, as the name would imply,
is a curved section between the arctic cover
and the ramp. This, along with the vehicle
deck, was, in the interim period, kept
removable, so that the entire inners of the
hull could be covered with GRP matt resin.
Once |I'd prepared the basic hull form,
the internal spaces between the frames
were filled with fibreglass matt and coated
with resin (see Photo 8). The round down
and vehicle deck were constructed in box
form from 1mm marine ply as separate units
(see Photo 9). Both have raised strips at
the joint intended to form a watertight seal
when fixed into place. Aft of the transom is
a removable overhang, which allows access
to the outboard linkages on the jet drive (see

Photo 10).

Right: Building up the bow section.

Jet drive water inlet

Forefoot bow section

Chine barwale

Keel barwale

_ s, - NPT b
Completing the barwales, bow and water-jet intake.
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Addmg the transam averhang, which w:l! remain detachable

Water jet drives Installation
The scale of 1:16 for the build of the LCVP
Mk.5 was chosen to suit a Bauer-Modelle
19BM water-jet drive, powered by two BL
3500KV brushless motors. Although not
identical to that employed in the full size
LCVP (see Photo 11), this offers a good
option in achieving the best results (see
Photo 12). At first glance it may look small,
but it has a sufficiently sized inlet for moving
a considerable amount of water through the
nozzle (see Photo 13). For ease of access,
installation of the jet drives, servos and
linkages is best undertaken at this early
stage. Following on from the successful
installation of water-jet drives in my Finnish
Missile boat (detailed in Model Boats in

hull.

Preparing the inner vehicle deck box and round down; both will be fixed into the

A water-jet drive nozzle and reverse bucket as fitted to the LCVP Mk.5.

“For ease of access, installation of the jet drives, servos and linkages is

best undertaken at this early stage”

2022), here both drive units were fitted into a
coffer dam, which provides a tight fit around
the edge of the drive when sealing the unit
into place (see Photo 14).

Servo installation

A removable tray arrangement, again an
idea first used in my Finnish Missile boat, was
installed across the beam of the ship (see
photo 15). This incorporates four servos,
denoted in my illustration by their respective
letters: A (flexi- rod) marked in red operates

the port bucket; B (brass rod) operates the
direction of the port nozzles; C (brass rod)
operates the starboard nozzle; D (flexi-cable)
operates the starboard bucket. Previously |
had used rubber bellows to feed the linkages
to both the buckets and nozzles via the
transom. To ensure a watertight fit, each of
the linkages were fed through the transom
via a larger bore plastic tube (see Photo 16).
Each linkage was then coupled to both the
bucket and the tiller arm linked to the nozzle

(see Photo 17).

Water intake on the Ba Ler wa ter jet umt.

Left: Bauer jet drive nozzles and reverse buckets fitted into the transom.
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SN
The water-jet unit and brushless motor fitted into the coffer dam to correspond
with the inlet opening beneath the hull.

Right: Servos operating the nozzles and buckets fitted to a common tray.

17

The linkage connections to both bucket and nozzle.

Right: Fixing the Evergreen V-form section to the side of
the hull below the D section fender.
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Free Plan

Both D_—sectfan fender and V-form section fully fitted.

Gunwale D section fender
and hull side V section

The gunwale D section is fitted along the

top edge of the hull and follows the gunwale
from the transom overhang right forward

to the ramp. The chosen material was box
section hard balsa, which is both easy to form
into a D section and to conform to the sheer
of the hull. The D section can be prepared
prior to fixing to the gunwale or formed in
situ. Beneath the D section and fixed to the
entire length of the hull port and starboard

is an Evergreen V form section in both the
horizontal and vertical (see Photos 18 and 19).

Wheelhouse

At this stage, as the wheelhouse windows
would be glazed and the interior fitted out,

| made sure the roof was firm, but not fixed.
Essentially, | formed the wheelhouse from
1.5mm styrene sheet, with each of the six
sections lifted from the drawing, five of which
sloped slightly outward, with the after section
upright. The wheelhouse was fixed onto the
after access panel, giving access to the jet

drives (see Photos 20-22).

.

Forming the curved roof of the wheelhouse.
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Commencing assembly of the six-sided wheelhouse.

Right: As the | |

inside is to be \ Vo

detailed, the \ |

roof will remain % ¢ ———
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Free Plan

Removing a rounded and an oval section from the ramp ribs.

;

fage Ramp floor 25 Forward ramp
Th B, Ay B The construction of the ramp was complex
but not difficult, as the drawing covering

™

Y Ty £ | ey ey this part of the model is comprehensive. It's
| | s = = == == essentially a series of honeycomb sections,
(TR Ao T e o e e following the demgn purpose of the full size
=il ||| Bl = = = LCVP to be both light and very strong (see
ER==l==N—xl=c Photo 23). Carefully referencing the drawing,

each of the 7 ramp ribs were cut to size,

five having sections removed (see Photo 24
and 25). Using 1.4mm styrene, the ramp
floor and face were cut to size, along with
preparation of the ramp webs (see Photos 26
and 27).

Having prepared all the component parts of
the ramp, assembly could now begin, starting
with locating the ramp ribs to the ramp floor,
followed by the fixing of the ramp webs. Then,
| | | | | | with all the frames in place, the ramp face was
A prepared ramp rib. fixed into position (see Photo 28).

E TTITITI T
- ""ii-iiini,il :

Ramp floor
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- Ramp face ‘
ey Z2¢ Ly 0OF B | ’
| ||

Each of the prepared parts that form the ramp.
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Using a spacer, each of the twelve Tmm
thick brass bars were fixed to the inboarad
surface of the ramp floor (see Photo 29).
Beneath the bars were located eleven treads
formed from 1Tmm Evergreen box section _
(see Photo 30). All that remained was to .
secure around the bottom and sides sections :
that would form the seal against the front of

Ramp floof
the opening (see Photo 31). RPN L Ry~ R, 5 R
. € =
Arctic cover bhd, | el
Situated over the vehicle deck of the full size )'] = lie—n——r "
LCVP Mk.5 are the six segments of the arctic | ) e | 2
: o« AN y ! ibrider ! B0 | |27/
cover. Each of these segments is made from - . v . - e || e S=
| sepdrote Unl | — . 0L : ; g e
GRP and can detach and stack back aft (see | ' : ' " ' |

Photo 32). Preparing the ramp webs.

A

With the ramp face in place, each of the brass rods are equally spaced, as per
All the ribs and webs in place on the ramp floor. the drawing, across the ramp floor.

[ ]
e |

-__-—-——-—:‘ .

The completed ramp temporarily fitted.

1 . ..-.l__‘ - q\‘.. s
| . N

The arctc coveron an LCVP Mk 5 aboard HMS Albion laokfﬁg aft.

48
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34 \ | R . -" T—

‘;m _ i . 1 : . oY .

| Cladding the arctic cover with .50mm marine ply and forming what will become
Forming a one-piece arctic cover to fit over the vehicle deck. the control box, as per the drawing.

v _ * J
“" /g

£y "‘

} |

Timber strips forming the ribs that separate each section the arctic cover. Preparing the arctic cover forward bulkhead WT door openings.
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37
Construction thus far, denoting the various openings into the hull spaces.
For this build, the entire cover is constructed Rounding up Part 1, illustrated are the remain detachable for access to the nozzles
as one. | used 2mm marine ply fore and aft, 5mm x 2mm timber strips over each segment and bucket linkages at this stage.
with stringers linking each end (see Photo of the arctic cover (see Photo 35) and the
33). The top and sides | constructed from styrene door openings forward of the cover Next month
Tmm marine ply. The after end houses a (see Photo 36), plus an overview of the Part 2 will cover fitting out, airbrushing and
hatch, which will be used for access to the progress thus far (see Photo 37). Note that on the water trials. @
power switches (see Photo 34). the overhang aft of the transom should
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PLANS / MOULDINGS / WOODPACKS / TOOLS / ACCESSORIES / DVDs / BOOKS =7 Be the first to hear about our special offers SECURE ONLINE

M 0 n El The World's biggest selection of Radio Controlled Aircraft, Boat & Model Engineering plans & parts

Sign up to our newsletter or follow us on Facebook = ORDERING

info@sarikhobbies.com 01684 311682 BEE==  1000: OF MODEL PLANDESIGNS
SETES T EXTENSIVE RANGE

® I
' ' .. Modelboat plans to keep any builder busy
B“IlnEn S a l ‘ s  Scale Boats & Ships Hydroplanes
- Sailing Boats & Yachts Straight Runners

; 1. ==+ Easy to Build Boats Submarines
K Find us on Facebook The store for the model builder Engineering Unconventional

- Competition Boats X-List Plans
Hovercrafts

WOOD RANGE

ol r‘--"

Marguerite - ——

BALSA,PLY &

y ; SPRUCE
HA = Bristol Channel Pilot Cutter o huin
s By David Alderton. One of the > S e . e e FREE UK
handful of surviving Bristol PLAN & HULL SETS - et 2 =ty DELIVERY
— Channel Pilot Cutters. s - ’ — S T ' . Jas an orders
: J Many RC & Static  Model Aircraft & Boatbooks | |, [e 180
O Salkm SEINMISS] peee ' Kits now available  andDVDs also available! [ e
L GRP Hull DAHOO8 £121.00 Bluebird Of Chelsea SETEM1449 £48.00 S . .

SAVE: Plan & Hull Set DASET008 £129.50

SHORT KITS

Barb's Boat SET3550 £96.00
Choupette SET2560 £138.00
Etoile Jet Bike! SET2324 £99.00

Brave Borderer FG SETMMGE09 £81.00
Breeze (Pilot Cutter) FG DASET006 £138.50 SIS
Burutu & Bajima Tug SETMM1339 £49.50 vos _ .
Celia May Steam Launch SETMM1429 £51.00 T o A=
Cormorant V112 SETV112 £39.50
Egret Tug SETMM1417 £57.50
Forceful Tug SETMM1292&3 £79.00

Fairey Huntress 23 SETMB2131 £78.00 Galway Hooker FG SETSH2022B £134.00 . | - S "
Fairey Huntsman SETMM680 £82.00 Grand Banks Schooner SETMM962 £99.00 Vosper MTB379 Strathclyde 70
Fishing Boat Orca (from Jaws’) SET2463 £148.00 Guardsman ABS SETMM1330 £44.00 An ideal RC Model boat for beginners or Wee Nip Sailing Yacht

Harbour Defence Motor Launch SETMM1356 £48.00 for a relatively quick building project with a

Higgins Hellcat Torpedo Boat SETMM2056 £78.00 . . . :
Laser Cut Wood Pack A modest, cost-effective, and simple ri
HMS Crane SET3524 £53.00 HMS Embling SETMM2055 £66.00 9
HMS Embling SETMM2055 £66.00 Ibex (Brixham Trawler) FG DASET004 £132.50 Plan MM2062 £15.50 Plan & Article MAR2966 £16.00
HMS Temerity SETMM2094 £69.00 Katie (Gaff Rig Pilot Cutter) DASET001 £112.00 Laser Cut Wood Pack WPMM2062 £51.00 DVD DV504 £8.00
Mariner US stz Tow Boat SET3532 £92.00 K \ - gSETMM1322]£50 00 Additional Wood Pack AWPMM2062 £15.00 Laser Cut Wood Pack WP2966 £44.00
. eenoma lug . SAVE: Short Kit (Set) SETMM2062 £72.00 SAVE: Short Kit (Set) SET2966 £61.00

(THEY ARE ALSO AVAILABLE INDIVIDUALLY)

Meteor SET2407 £44.00

Nimbus Mk3 SET3133 £81.00

Pilot Boat SET3062 £90.00

Riva Aquarama 1:12 SET2552/LG £79.00

Riva Aquarama 1:24 SET2552/SM £37.00
SG&K 22" Gentlemans Runabout SET3509 £41.00
SS Noggsund Steamship SETMM2057 £39.00
Star Baby SET3295 £111.00

Strathclyde 70 Wee Nip SET2966 £61.00

SV Sunbeam Solar Ferry SETMB2141 £99.00
Thames Lighter SET3552 £39.00

UTE Workboat SETMM2079UTE £63.00
Thames Barge Veronica SET3584 £116.00

Lady Ma FG DASET002 £81.00

Liverpool Lifeboat SETMM1448 £106.00
Manx Nobby DASETO0S £142.50
Marguerite FG DASET008 £129.50
Moorcock 1:24 FG SETSH2023B £159.00
Paddle Tug Lulonga SETMM1465 £55.00
Pilot 40 SETMM1444 £54.00

* Screwdrivers, hand files, sanding blocks,

tools & clamps, epoxy, aerosols & more
Pilot Cutter ‘Hilda 2' FG DASETO003 £148.00 e ZAP
Revive Static Sail SETMM1275 £104.00 i L

Shirley Ann SETMM1422 £46.50 Orca (Fishing Boat) |
Smit Nederland Tug SETMM1409 £49.00 N ( .

St Cervia Thames Tug SETMM567 £99.00 Welegontianced 2 Digget oal: | -

St Louis Belle Paddle Ship SETMM826 £92.00 A semi-scale model of the ill-fated fishing I .

E="c N1 VELE=V

Thames Lighter SET3552 £40.00 i . boat that starred in the 1975 triple-Oscar- e
Tid Tug (T.1.D. Class Tug) SET2447 £98.00 Submersible Submarine SETBM1426 £32.00 winning blockbuster film Jaws'. |
Thames River Tug Plaudit SETMM1453 £56.50 . )
USS Bodega Bay SETMAGM2010 £147.00 ; g Plan MAR2463 £13.50 . e
Vosper MTB SETMM2062 £72.00 Topsail Schooner SETMM909 £93.00 I YT Y T

INCLUDES PLAN & WOOD PACKS WHERE AVAILABLE
(THEY ARE ALSO AVAILABLE INDIVIDUALLY)
INCLUDES PLAN & FG OR ABS HULL

; Laser Cut Wood Pack WP2463 £152.00 [
Tyne Lifeboat SETMM1390 £55.00 SAVE: Short Kit SET2463 £148.00 |

Vosper MTB379 SET3505 £117.00
Victoria Steam Launch SETMM1368 £39.50 an e\

Wild Duck SETMM2127 £121.00

X

. - All prices exclude P&P/S&H. Prices are subject to change. Units 8 - 12, Willow End Park, Blackmore Park Road,
PayPal Find Facebook
VISA E ﬁ kil WWW.SarlkhObeES.Com Please check current pricing on website or by phone. E&OE. Welland, Malvern. WR13 6NN. UK

'WWW.nylet.co.uk

1932 - 92 years of sailmaking
The longest established professional
model saillmakers in the world.

Everything for the model yachtsman, 600 items in price list. Fine Sails with “wind
catching” shape. Makers of sails to The National Maritime Museum Cornwall.

www.nylet.co.uk
sailmakers

Fast
worf d- WIde
mail order

Nylet Mail Order Service is operating normally. The Finest Quality sails, Special Commissions undertaken
for Museums & Collectors. I0M racing sails in racing scrim or white Dacron. Class sails, J Class. Plus all
the popular designs, Starlet, Victoria, Seawind, Fairwind, Wild Duck & 180 other sails. Fine “Vintage”
cotton sails made incl STAR, Bassett Lowke, Alexander, Moonbeam, Mascotte, Breeze, Katie (Sarik).
Large range quality deck & mast fittings, wires, cordage, brass & st.steel screws, 7075 alum
mast/boom tubing, tools, IOM sail rig carry/stowage bags, sailwinches, Nylet ‘how to’ booklets.

Phone or email your order for fast response.

Prices & Products see website
Sending letters/parcels, phone for postal address.

Some of many customer comments -
® The sails are wonderful, they fit like a glove! Mark, Surrey.
~ * Cotton sails for Katie arrived — they look great, much appreciated. Andy, Lancs.
= e Starlet sails arrived today and am delighted with the quality. Bill, Northants.
= ® Thanks again for your great products and service! KW, Hong Kong.
—— * Just received my glorious suit! Magnificent!
| raise a glass to you Sir, Roger, USA.

* |'ve now restored my 36 inch yacht ‘Nenber’ to the point where its sailing.
Thanks to the VMYG for advice and Frank Parsons of Nylet
for sails and other fittings, it wouldn’t have been

possible without you!

NYLET, Salisbury, UK _ STV
Telephones: 01722 239251 & 07474 939535 mail order

Email: frank.nylet@outlook.com PayPal & \Y[KIY accepted
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Out and about

SCALE MODEL

Food for thought: a charming but rather
poignant scratch-built diorama exhibited
under the title ‘War and Peace'.

— —
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i =

WORLD 2023

Dave Wooley reports back from this spectacular show

rganised by the IPMS (International Plastic
Modellers Society) UK, Scale Model World is

the largest event of its kind in Europe. The two-
day (November 9/10) 2023 event was, as it has been in
previous years, held in the three large halls of the Telford
International Conference Centre, which is in the centre
of Telford and very easy to get from the M54 and a host
of other main A roads.

As its organiser’s name suggests, the show’s original
aim was to promote injection and resin moulded static
modelling but, while that remain its core purpose, it has
over the years evolved to also embrace models that are
radio-controlled or have R/C potential. For those that
like statistics, and to give some indication of just how
big this annual show has become, this year an impressive
107 UK clubs, 98 SIGs (Special Interest Groups), 30
overseas clubs and 109 traders, many from overseas,
exhibited.

Indeed, it's such a spectacular event that | am going to
let my photos do the talking, as | believe they’ll convey
far better than words why the 2024 Scale Model World
show should be on your ‘must visit’ list. Enjoy! @
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 modelling at the diminutive scale of 1:700.

‘-ih\-""'m “'l-“‘-'"l\in'n\

Don McKeand's super cool polar research
icebreaker HMS Protector Il demonstrates
the art of packing in detail even while

il .'i-"l- B .!;- -,L ih i.
1Eiats At 40 '-':“j'f:t".',..r-.
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Out and about

Left and above: Barry Sharman’s 1:72 scale Flower class
corvette HMCS Agassiz, cleverly designed and constructed
to afford views of the internal fittings in the engine room,
boiler room and radio room.

" T
ARt P,

IR A ik - P
Oozing character and detail was Austrian modeller Rene Hieonymus'’s
1:50 scale model of the USN fleet tug AFT 88 Warragansett.

N

= &

This airbrushing technique demonstration was one of many trade ‘show and tell’s. For those wishing to pursue a career in model making, the Arts
University Bournemouth provide a BA (Honours) degree course.

The 1:350 scale Higgins LCVP from
Italian modeller Danilio Marchino

Just a small section of the magnificent D-Day diorama built and displayed by Barry
Sharman.
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Out and about

o - ray R
Achieving a gold award for Jim Baumann at this year's show, the 1:700 scale side wheel padaler PS Check out the fabulous rust effect achieved on the vessel featured in this
Lorna Doone. diorama entitled Remains of Empire.

gL

A large scale (1:72) model of the USS Seaview (note the 7 o ey i . L Jim Baumann's award-winning
' ' ' r - NS - R T . * . =t SR A S 1:700 scale SMS Vulkan. (ll
incorporated flying submarine) from the 1960s’ TV series SN e P LR A P Ui : : :

Voyage to the Bottom of the Sea. e Bt s M D T e B e ,A

\ "R vi'TH
MALAT TS j

LA

e \

Above: Another gold award
competition winner was this simple
but beautifully scratch built 1:24
scale Danish rod and line fishing
boat, entered under the title ‘Pram
from Vorupor’ by Stephen Newton.

Left: An unusual subject choice

was this model of the USS Langley
(the USN's first aircraft carrier) with
float planes, which captures the

vessel prior to having been fitted
with a full flight deck.
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THE DORSET

PRINT MAN
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The Dorset Print Man stand had a fully 3D-printed 1: 200 scale Queen Elizabeth aircraft carrier, suitable for R/C con versmn/
operation, on display.

Out and about

_______
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Kit manufacturer Trumpeter shows off its 1:200 scale
Titanic kit.

Left: lan McGonagle's
Vosper MTB competition
entry. Mannzee, built from scratch.

Model Boats ¢ January 2024 www.modelboats.co.uk

A silver medal was awarded to this 1:700 scale 1910 Dutch tug,

] F IALEFI]

i I o P Wl 3w T

Schnelihont S Eﬁf 5-38

Above: Being promoted on the Italieri stand was the company's magnificent new 1:35 scale W2
Kriegsmarine S-boat kit, ideal for R/C conversion.

Left: Featured on general display was this highly detailed 1:48 scale model of the Admiralty rescue
tug HVS Buccaneer W49 by Barry Sharman..
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PLANS FOR CHRISTMAS
¥
' ’ s
John Parker takes a nostalgic look back at the 1950s" and o
'60s’ free plans designed to add extra festive cheer .

t was not unusual for a magazine
_ publisher to produce an enlarged
¥ December/Christmas issue, but in 1958
7, Model Maker went one step further and
offered a free plan to mark its ‘Bumper
Christmas Issue’. The cost was an extra
sixpence, a 25% impost on the normal two-
shilling price, so perhaps the ‘free’ plan
wasn't really free, but it was reckoned to
be worth eight shillings and sixpence and
definitely provided a good return for the LA
sixpence premium. The editorial was quick to =
point out that this was for the enlarged copy
only and not a permanent increase.

CR ] %

: Priroiy e Pt TR
December 1958 issue P B e
The subject chosen for the first plan was B - VOSPER R.T.T. B e LR R S B
Vosper’s Rescue and Target Towing Launch, - B
then suffering from delays in the supply [ /
of its Rolls-Royce Sea Griffon engines and SNO-CAT /

having to make do with Napier Sea Lions in
the interim, with which it could only manage
24 knots. It wasn’t until 1959 that the Sea
Griffons could be retrofitted to make the V

RTTL, the flagship of the RAF with its top 7 | 8
speed of 38 knots. It was an inspired choice e (i
for a model, being a topical and handsome
fast patrol craft that could be built without
much difficulty. The plan was to 1:24 scale
and made a 34-inch (864mm) model. (And
could | make a plea at this point for the return
of my plan if the ‘borrower’ happens to be
reading this? The lack of it has quite spoilt
the layout!).

CATAMARAN /
LOTUS F/I/ 1

December 1959 issue

.~ Encouraged by the ready acceptance of

its 1958 Christmas free plan, Model Maker
continued the idea the following Christmas.
Vic Smeed had ascended to the editor’s
chair from assistant editor by this time and
he designed a fine model of the Thames

tug Cervia with the co-operation of the
owners, William Watkins Limited, and regular
contributor on maritime matters Arthur
Pollard. The double-sided plan produced : e g e

a 28-inch (711mm) long 1:48 scale mode| The December 1958 issue of Model Maker.
with a bread-and-butter (laminated) hull.

The January 1960 issue followed this up

- - S

e

with further notes on construction and a patience in making the many small details as a 28-inch (711mm) freelance express
photographic survey of the full-size Cervia'’s shown. The real vessel had a 1,000 HP steam cruiser that could be built with a simple
details. engine and was to go on to become the last sheeted-in hull or with a more advanced hull

Tugs were, of course, a popular choice of serving sea-going steam tug in the UK. Alas, diagonally planked in two or three layers. It
model, and the Cervia was no exception. its days now seem numbered, as it needs incorporated all of Vic Smeed’s then current
This, however, was no plan for beginners, expensive restoration work on its hull. thinking in such matters as length/beam ratio,
requiring skill in shaping the hull properly and thrust line, planing area, spray strips and :

December 1960 issue so on, which was to be proven by the great .
“It was an impired cboiceﬁw a December 1960’s free plan was to prove very success the design had in speed and steering
- influential in the development of fast model events. Indeed, the influence of the Piranha is
mode boats. Named Piranha, this was described evident in many subsequent designs.
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The December 1959 issue of Model Maker,

The December 1960 issue of Model Maker,

“December 1960’s free plan was to prove very influential in the
development of fast model boats”

December 1961 issue

A dramatic cover by artist Laurie Bagley
foreshadowed the free plan that was included
with December 1961's issue for a German ‘E’
boat, or more properly ‘S" boat. The ‘S-boat’
designation stemmed from the German
schnellboot, or high-speed boat, while the
more commonly used ‘E-boat’ designation
may have been derived from reports of ‘e.
boats’ being sighted, i.e., enemy boats, as
mentioned in Vic's introduction to his plan.

The S-boat was a round-bilge design,
unusually for an MTB, and the plan calls for
a form of hybrid construction, with a bread-
and-butter lower hull and planked sides, all
in balsa. A scale of 3/8” to the foot, or 1:32,
gives a 35-inch (890mm) long model with a
5.5-inch (140mm) beam. For powering, a 1
to 1.5cc diesel was recommended, or one
or two electric motors with the Graupner
Nautocraft mentioned if sticking with a single
shaft. A fairly comprehensive array of fittings
is detailed on the plan, but it is noted that
some are conjectural as there was limited
information available at the time.

In his editorial Vic notes that in its eleventh
year Model Maker was attracting a greater
readership that now came from 81 countries;
he acknowledges the progress made with
radio control but warns that “craftsmanship
and ambition need encouraging in this
television age; these plus ingenuity and
curiosity brought us out of the Stone Age,
and they are more than ever needed today”.
Still true, | think.

December 1962 issue

A freelance design, Slalome, described as

a missile launch, was the offering in 1962.
Intended for fast free-running or radio control
steering competitions, this 31-inch craft

of ply construction was for a diesel engine

of 1.5-2.5 cc or large electric such as the
Hectoperm. A conventional cabin could be
readily substituted for the missile armament
shown, and the hull was designed for good
handling rather than out-and-out speed.

T, - &y -.-_ i I';-.-__I_.‘Il
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PIRANA

A 28 in. express
cruiser for

up to 2% c.c.
or medium

size electric
motors; two
hulls, simple

or advanced.

s
by Vie Smeed "*--"%

The introauction to the Piranha article. §



“This balsa and ply model, approximately 24 inches (610mm) ,_ gl

long, made an unusual and attractive subject” GERMAN S TYP ot
DESIGNED o = AT) “é{
December 1963 issue Vic Smeed ¥

R.A. Sweet, who contributed the ‘Marine - S, = o COPYRIGHT of
Miniatures’ features for Model Maker, came 4t el Bl = N  MAKER p ang.
up with 1963’s plan, Whale Catcher. This £ Ra s CANS SERY| CE [®

WATFORD, HERTSg

balsa and ply model, approximately 24
:,: inches (610mm) long, made an unusual and o ki
74 attractive subject, as captured well by artist " PLY Disc.
I'

Laurie Bagley on the cover. Construction is
plank on frame in balsa, with some ply used
on the superstructure.cNo construction
details are given for the 250mm long 80-foot
blue whale that accompanies the mode|

— presumably it has a thick skin over closely- ' ';;f;'i.;,.;. ,"-f'-j ;n-q;:u“ __

spaced ribs! This makes the model about S *, =iy 3L S
1:96 scale by my reckoning. =

December 1964 issue

Another of Vic Smeed’s designs for a
competition steering boat, Remora, was a

30-inch (762mm) ply over balsa craft for up i 5% S g?z? 277, E 1C I . =
to 3.5 cc engines or Taycol Standard, Marx SR & L1IN
Hectoperm or similar motors. It represented . Full:size plans for this
a more conventionally handling, if slightly 5 * 35in.-E-Boat !/

slower, design to the preceding Piranha. The
inset feature on the windscreen appeared on

the prototype model but is not shown on the MODEL SHIPS - CARS - ENGINEERING - YACHTS

2

plan — this was an experimental cooling inlet - = ; ' ‘ . =
for the i.c. engine. The December 1961 issue of Model Maker and Model Cars. ! &

SLALOME

DESIGNED BY

Vie Smg‘d

COPYRIGHT of

nrzcamamwaz MAKER PLANS SERVIG
e

. AREND
‘k N RD, WATFQRD HERTS.

Fu[l size phns Fmr

thlecatcher 1

1965 and 1966 December
ISSUesS

The Christmas free plan was by now a well-
established tradition and no longer came
at a price premium, though inflation had
pushed the price of a standard issue up to
two shillings and sixpence. The evolution of
Model Maker into Model Boats via Model
Maker and Model Cars and Model Maker and
Model Boats had been underway for some
time and the April 1966 issue was the first to
be labelled just Model Boats on the cover.

In December 1965 the free plan was for
Dimarcha, a 30-inch (762mm) scale model of
the 60-foot Vosper motor yacht.

INSIDE — FULL-SIZE PLANS
FOR A 304NCH LAUNCH

= TRIALS SPECIAL ELECTRIC CAR

WORKING MODIL "MOGH TRACTOR”

Goatdb HISHUE SeP, TAOWT STIDM WG
ELlnk.  UWER  SHOEWARMSIE, OUOPMR.
AT AMD LTed Cald, FARTHER
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DECEMBER 1965

MODEL MAKER &

' .1\ | r
i T | fgf ey
: :l,_ The December 1964 issue of Model - o US.A. & CANADA
o _«%  Maker and Model Boats.
o
§ BOATS
: -l

FULL - SIZE PLANS
FOR 30° MODEL OF
YOSPERS' “DIMARCHA™

FREE INSIDE
Full-size plans for

this 30 in. R/C cruiser

£50,000 Insurance Scheme
for all modellers !
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“There must have been thousands of models built to this
design, which remains popular to this day”

s

DECEMBER 1966

7

D, s / L o
=, .
| (
YOUR CHRISTMAS FREE PLAN—A 34in.
YACHT FOR RADIO OR FREE SAILING.
DESIGNED BY VIC SMEED FOR THE '‘BOATING FOR BEGINMERS' SERIES, INSIDE=FULL SIZE
; ’
The introduction to the Starlet article. PLANS FOR A 34in e
ey

Right: December 1966 Model Boats.

December 1966 came with a plan for the 34-inch (864mm)
Starlet, a yacht designed by Vic Smeed to support the
magazine's '‘Boating for Beginners’ series. There must have
been thousands of models built to this design, which remains
popular to this day; as an easy-build chined-hull cabin yacht
well suited to radio control, it takes some beating. It is a
design | have recommended to complete beginners with
every success.

Today a free plan is a more frequent inclusion, and a very
welcome one to most readers, but inevitably it has lost some
of the unique appeal of the original Model Maker free plans,
which tempted so many modellers into giving it a go, many
for the first time, and from which so many models were made
worldwide, some still operational today, 60 years on. Most of
plans mentioned are still available from Sarik Hobbies: MM530
Vosper RTTL; MM567 Cervia, MM620 Piranha; MMé67 E Boat;
MM718 Slalome; MM836 Dimarcha; MM1048 Starlet. The

exceptions are MM812 Remora and the Whale Catcher (no
number). @

R/C MODEL YACHT




Steam Basics Pt. 148

Richard Simpson compares pressurised liquid burners with gas burners

et again this month’s instalment of
YBoiIer Room was generated by a

guestion that | received from a reader
in New Zealand. He was having a play around
with turbine propulsion and wanting advice
on how much steam was necessary to drive
such a unit. Interestingly, he explained he
was using a Saito burner and boiler unit. I've
had very little exposure to Saito units, so
| decided to do some research and, more
specifically, try to evaluate the advantages
and disadvantages of pressurised liquid
burners when compared with gas burners.
As luck would have it, a browse on a popular
online auction site revealed a Saito boiler and
burner unit was available and so a couple of
offers went backwards and forwards before
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a mutually agreeable price was reached. A
few days later my Saito boiler and burner
arrived, complete with original instructions
(see Photo 1).

How a pressurised liquid
burner works

A pressurised liquid burner uses a liquid
fuel, stored in a tank, that has pressure
applied to it. This pressure then forces the
liquid out of the tank via a tube that dips
into the bottom of the tank and through a
metering valve and a nozzle. At the nozzle
the liquid vapourises and is ignited by the
flame in the burner, as can be seen from this
diagram included in the Saito manual (see
Photo 2). So how is the pressure generated?

|
. _, ) 1 4
” o l . -
/ l l
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The Saito boiler and burner as it arrived: in pen‘ect candftmn, and, while not supphed with an engme, this did give Richard the opportunity to see exactly how the burner works.

Well, in the case of a Saito burner the
pressure is generated by gently heating the
fuel tank. The heat comes from the burner
itself, and by conduction along the thick-
walled connecting tube heats the brass tank
shell. This heats the fuel inside, which then
increases the evaporation rate in the tank,
thereby increasing the saturation vapour
pressure, and hence the vapour pressurises
the sealed tank. Over pressure is controlled
by a safety valve which vents into the boiler
flue, thereby taking excess fuel fumes safely
away. This then pushes the liquid fuel out
of the tank via the dip tube and into the
metering valve and then the nozzle, where
it evaporates and ignites in the burner tube
(again, see Photo 2).
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The diagram that is included with the instruction sheet, with some additional labels for clanty. It is
easy to see from this that pressure in the tank vapour space pushes the liquid fuel out through the

metering valve and the nozzle.

I'm sure many of you will remember the old
plumber’s paraffin torch that used the same
principle. The liquid fuel was pressurised
by the heat from the blow lamp, which then
pushed the liquid fuel out through a metering
valve and then a nozzle.

A couple of challenges with
the process

Firstly, with a tank that's not under pressure
when cold, how do you get the thing
going? With the old plumber’s torch
mentioned above there was a little hand
pump incorporated into the lid so you
could manually pressurise the tank before
igniting the burner. With the Saito burner,
you heat the burner with a small dish of fuel
sat below it until it is hot enough to apply
some pressure to the tank. Yes, you have
to manually intervene and generate some
pressure in the fuel tank so the process

can be started, but once the burner is lit,
everything settles down to looking after
itself.

Another challenge is dealing with a liquid
fuel. Leaking gas is fairly straightforward to
disperse with either a fan or a good blow, but
leaking liquid fuel can be more problematic.
It can soak into wooden structures, and it can
seep below plant and fittings where it can
then present a very serious hazard should it
become ignited. Naturally, therefore, great
care need to be taken when handling liquid
fuel. Spills are a serious concern, especially
when you're warming the burner through
initially and have liquid fuel sat in an open
tray in the bottom of a boat — more on this
later.

Firing up the Saito burner

Having read the manual, chatted to a couple
of Saito owners, and given my own new plant
a thorough once over, | was ready to give it

a run. Filling it is simple enough; you simply
remove the safety valve and the level plug,
then fill the boiler through a syringe until you

E ] e -

Fuel Tank

One concern with Saito burners is the fact that they are brass and not the
more normal copper. This makes them less flexible and therefore more prone to
cracking over many years of use. Having said, Richard has never heard of one

Steam Basics Pt. 148

fail. They also don’t have a sight glass, which is more of a concern.

“With a tank that is not under pressure when cold, how do you get the

N\ X

Filling up the fuel tank is a little hit and miss, as you are simply advised of the amount of fuel required to fill the tank. How
you gauge what's left in the tank when it needs topping up, however, remains a mystery!

get water coming out of the filling plug. Try
to avoid the excess water filling up the tin lid
for warming the burner (see Photo 3).

The recommended fuel, according to the
instructions, is either methanol or alcohol.
| didn’t have any methanol and | certainly
wasn’t going to waste any of my best
Barbados rum! However, questions revealed
that many Saito owners use methylated
spirits, and | did have some of that, as | use
it for cleaning model railway tracks. While |
was guided by the instructions on the amount
required to fill the tank, though, gauging
exactly how much to add when it needs
topping up may prove a challenge, bearing in
mind you need vapour space above the fuel
to generate the pressure (see Photo 4).

Fuelled and watered, | then added a few
ccs of meths to the tin tray (see Photo 5) and
ignited the fuel. As already mentioned, as the
fuel burns it heats the burner, which in turn
heats the tank to create some pressure, so a

Model Boats ¢ January 2024 www.modelboats.co.uk
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You need to put enough fuel into the dish to warm up the
burner, then ignite the fuel as you crack open the metering
valve. Richard ran out of fuel before he opened the valve,
so0 had to put a bit more in. However, he points out that
when you get it right, it works surprisingly well
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As soon as you crack open the metering valve the fuel should ignite in the burner, and you
will hear a gentle roar. Only open the valve further as the burner continues to heat up and
transfers heat to the tank. There will come a point where opening the valve further will have

no effect.

suitable amount of fuel is needed to do the
job. It did occur to me when | ignited the fuel
with a small torch that maybe the process
could be started simply by heating the burner
with a torch, rather than having liquid fuel sat
in an open tray within the model —something
to consider.

With the meths almost used up in the tin
lid, | just cracked open the metering valve on
the burner (see Photo 6) and was pleased to
hear the fuel ignite almost immediately. By
the time the meths in the tin lid had gone the
burner was already self-sustaining, so | slowly
started to open up the metering valve. Soon |
had a nice roaring flame going into the boiler
(see Photo 7) and the fuel tank was getting
very warm to the touch. | didnt want to raise
steam pressure as | didn’t have an engine
connected, and | was concerned that the
control valve might pass and spit hot water
all over my workbench, so | shut things down
again. On the Saito boiler the steam outlet is
conveniently controlled by a servo-operated
valve sat neatly on top of the boiler, which |
kept closed throughout the test (Photo 8).

Pressurised liquid burners
versus gas burners

Having now seen how the Saito burner works,
it's worth doing a comparison with the gas
burners most of us are so much more familiar
with, whether ceramic side fitting or bottom
fitting burners (see Photo 9) or a poker
burner as (see Photo 10).

The first point has already been
mentioned, and that is the fuel. To reiterate,
liquid fuel needs to be handled with caution,
and even the smallest of spills must be dealt
with before going anywhere near a model
with any form of ignition. This is particularly
relevant when refilling an already hot fuel
tank for a second run, as the fuel starts to
heat up and become volatile as soon as it
enters the tank. Gas is easy and convenient
as a fuel, and much easier to deal with if it
should leak.
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Once everything is settled down and established, you should see and hear a nice clean blue
flame at the boiler and feel the hot exhaust gasses at the top of the flue.

The steam outlet valve operates from fully closed to fully open in 90 degrees of movement, making it convenient to connect
to a servo. Richard kept it closed for this test run.

advantage at the pond side when there
may be a little breeze blowing or a slight
reduction in ambient temperature.

You would think, then, that the gas burner
is going to have it all its own way, but we
haven't yet looked at the elephant in the
room, the issue of the gas cooling effect.
Liquified gas cools as it evaporates into
gas, and the temperature of the remaining
liquid gas gets lower and lower as the
gas evaporates, until such point as the
evaporation rate is reduced and then burner
performance is affected. We have looked
at many ways in which we can combat this
over the years, but the gas cooling effect is
probably still the single biggest challenge
that we have to contend with when we use a
gas burner.

Another factor to consider is the cost of
fuel. Meths is still fairly cheap and readily
available, and can be picked up from
hardware suppliers. Gas tends to be more
expensive, particularly when you are using
100gm disposable tanks, and is a bit more
challenging to track down. Buying in bulk
helps but is still an expensive fuel.

How the different types of burners are
fired up also comes into the equation. Gas
burners are very easy to open up and ignite
— well, usually. Liquid burners have to be
pressurised, so a much more involved and
lengthy process is required to get the burner
up and running, either by pre-heating or
manually pressurising the fuel tank. Hence,
convenience is definitely on the side of
the gas burner, which can be a significant

Anotbher factor to consider is the cost of fuel”
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“You would think, then, that

the gas burner is going to have it
all its own way, but we haven't

yet looked at the elephant in the

room, the issue of the gas cooling

eﬁ‘e ct.”

The pressurised liquid burner, however,
does not suffer from this effect. This is
because the liquid doesn’t evaporate until
it reaches the nozzle, and the tank is kept
pressurised by the heat from the burner.
Interestingly, this is exactly the same way as
we use heat shunts with gas tanks to try to
offset the cooling effects in them. So, the
pressurised liquid burner does not suffer from
the same effects and is consequently a far
more consistent and reliable burn throughout
the contents of the fuel tank, a significant
advantage not to be underestimated.

Finally, it's worth noting that the amount
of heat transferred into the fuel tank can be
designed into the burner and the safety valve
lifting pressure to give it the desired tank
pressure and hence the amount of heat out of
the burner. Pressurised liquid burners can be
designed to give out very significant amounts
of heat, far in excess of gas burners, and so are
often favoured for installations where a large
steam demand is required, e.g., steam turbines
or straight running performance models.

Conclusions

Gas burners seem to have become almost
universally used in model boat steam plant,
based almost exclusively on convenience.
Offering easy handling, leak management
and ignition, the gas bottle certainly has a lot
going for it. Unfortunately, that comes with
the significant issue of the gas cooling effect,

E to an open launch of around 800 to 900mm long. The

| work polished up out on the pond?
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The weight and size of the Saito plant lends itself perfectly | '

g

X starting up procedure would be easier to deal with in an
.1 open launch, and who wouldn’t want to see all that brass

side mounted one on the right.

which many modellers find quite a challenge.
If you're prepared to take a bit more care and
attention when handling and starting up and
you want a burner that will remain steady and
reliable, or if you want greater performance
than a gas burner would normally give, then
maybe a pressurised liquid burner would

be worth considering. After all, the large
numbers of Saito owners out there have

been enjoying the advantages for many
years now and know they are on to a good
thing. It would be very interesting to see the
Saito plant in a model, although, with the
starting up requirements and handling fuel
considerations, | would suggest an open hull
would probably be easier to handle, maybe
something along the size of the launch shown
in Photo 11. Anyone got a Saito engine they
no longer need? @
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Another fairly typical gas burner arrangement is the
poker burner. This one, actually fitted with ceramic tipped
nozzles, Is manufactured by Hemmens and used in its
Ribbersdale horizontal boilers.
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Working Plans for Pendle Steam Boilers
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Authoritative Drawings By Harold A Underhill, AMIES
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Miniature Steam Pty Ltd
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Miniature Steam is giving a Special POST Christmas Offer to help Modelers into steam.
Our 37 Vertical Clyde Steam Plant is STILL on Special!
See Website for details.
. Comes With:

- Refillable Gas Tank

- Exhaust Trap

- Ceramic Burner

- Pressure Gauge

- Safety Valve

- Mounted on a Brass Tray

- Running Accessories

Our 3” Vertical Clyde Steam Plant is a powerful steam plant capable

of powering boats up to 1.2 Metres
Our website: www.miniaturesteammodels.com Our email: info@miniaturesteammodels.com
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All hands on deck!

Your Models

Whether you're highly skilled and experienced or completely new to the hobby,

you're definitely invited to this launch party! So please keep the contributions
coming by emailing your stories and photos to editor@modelboats.co.uk
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Although it's more than 20 years ago since
its demise, | think the magazine's older
readers will remember when the Ostend-
Dover Line was one of the most popular
passenger services operating between the
UK and the Continent.

My father served as a purser for the
company and mostly doing his duty on
the last of its steamers, the Prince Charles.
Ordered by the Belgian government in 1929
as part of a series of four fast ferries for
cross-channel use, and completed in 1930,
the Prince Charles (named for Prince Charles
of Belgium) was requisitioned by the Royal
Navy during World War I, during which she
took part in the D-Day Landings at Omaha
Beach. Then, when hostilities ceased, she
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resumed her civilian role until withdrawn
from service in 1958 (sadly being scrapped
in 1960).

Aware of the fond memories my father
had of the Prince Charles, | therefore
decided to create a model of the ship as a
surprise birthday present for him. This | built
from scratch and mounted on a heavy piece
of heavy glass that | finished so as to make
the vessel look as if afloat. | enjoyed working
on this project so much that | quickly realised
that I'd found a new hobby, one that two
decades later | am still practising with much
enthusiasm!

DIRKE BONNE
EMAIL

The thought behind and all the work put
into this must have made your father not
only very happy with the gift itself but also
incredibly proud of you. What a remarkable
achievement, and | love how you went that
extra mile by adding so much life to the
deck.

Unfortunately, |'ve been unable to
include historic images of the Prince
Charles you kindly sent me as, having run a
quick online search, both could potentially
put me in breach of copyright, so naturally
I've steered clear. However, if anyone
reading is interested, typing the ship’s
name into a web browser should call up
loads of results. Ed.
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All hands on deck!
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 Award winning ATCH | -
Being based on such an interesting and screen, driven by a small motor through FULL-SIZE PLANS
unusual subject, as soon as | saw Glynn a set of gears and an elastic band. The < A_ -C-.H.
Guest's plan for the ATCH published helicopter is fitted out with working o easyfo-bulld Armoured
back in the January 1996 issue of Model navigation lights and interior lighting, Sorsuli Hekiopit
Boca)tr?;; Tflnggiaei E;:::J:,:L:,red . with Lhe main rotor works driven by a Bﬂ@ﬁ@ﬂﬁ?ﬂ?’
P speed controller. Power comes courtesy The Model plen;:
carrier plan, | decided to increase the of a 7.2-volt battery driving two small latest kit reviewed
size of my model, scaling up to 1:35. electric motors. The water cannons were

|
ol
K
-~ This made it easier to source the military made from old Humbrol paint tins. The
o -
!
|
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items with which | wanted to accessorize paintwork was done using Tamya paints.

it, namely a decent Huey helicopter and It was an easy model to build, and

some very good Verlinden figures. it quickly attracted a lot of interest,
Construction was mainly from balsa winning the ‘Best Glynn Guest Model’

and ply, plus a large amount of plastic award at the 2015 Model Boat

card. To solve the problem of tank Convention.

steering, twin rudders were fitted, and

Prop Shop props were used. Additional STAN REFFIN

items fitted included a working radar KIRKLEES MBC
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All hands on deck!

Tweezer pleasers

| thought I'd share some photos of two fun
little projects I've recently completed.

The first began with the design of a
little boat that could be made up from
plasticard and other bits and pieces.
Having constructed and finished the hull,
superstructure and fittings, and carried out a
satisfactory dry assembly run, everything was
then broken back down into sections small
enough to fit through the neck of the bottle
(which | found in a charity shop while on
holiday) before being brought back together
again in situ using tweezers. The lighthouse in
the light bulb was created in the same way.
JAMES COXALL
EMAIL
Absolutely love these, James! Ed
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Mississippi
paddle boat
| thought | would share
some photos of the working
Mississippi paddle boat
model that | built from plans
(purchased from Cornwall
Model Boats) only.
Construction began in
2008 and took 17 months to
complete. I've modelled my
paddler to 1:50 scale and she
is powered by a 50:1 geared
motor and a 12-volt lead
acid battery. The receiver is
powered separately by a 6-volt
battery, while the ESC is an
Electronize design. I've fitted
87 differently coloured LEDs to
her, and, using an old cassette
player reel to reel tape, music
can also be played. The
paddler’s hooter can also be
emitted through an amplifier.
Before being put into the
water a 4lbs lead weight is

attached 10 inches below the

hull to keep the boat steady.
As a project this proved

quite a challenge, but one that

| thoroughly enjoyed.

SID HARVEY

CHEDDAR STEAM CLUB

She’s gorgeous, Sid, and it’s
lovely to see how she looks all
lit up, too. Ed.
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All hands on deck!

Your Letters

Got views to air or information to share?

Then we want to hear from youl!

Letters can either be forwarded via email to editor@modelboats.co.uk
or via post to Readers’ Letters, Mortons Media Group,
Media Centre, Morton Way, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6JR

Rude Dolphins!

The December issue of Model
Boats has had me drooling over
OcCre’s model of the oldest
commissioned naval vessel in the
world, HMS Victory. If only | had
the space and time! While on the
subject, has anyone noticed that
the Royal Navy is the only current
naval organisation whose title
does not include its country of
origin?

The “ornately designed fish-
shaped mountings” are a nice
touch. Such ornaments are often
used when displaying boat
models from this age of sail but
take many forms, seeming based
upon the fanciful sea monsters
adorning empty spaces in
contemporary charts.

Routinely referred to as
‘Dolphins’, the beasts themselves
rarely conform to any dolphin
shape in nature, often having
exaggerated foreheads, swollen
lips, bulging eyes and scales. |
assume the habit of real dolphins
displaying at the bow of a vessel
led perhaps to sailors imagining
that they were lifting the ship
forward. Animals with ‘whale’
tails, scaly bodies and horses'
heads are also used, presumably
derived from the term ‘white
horses’, used to describe
foaming waves.

The magnificent model that
results from OcCre s new 1:87
scale kit for the HMS Victory.
The stand supplied features
these ornately designed
Dolphin’ mountings.

A charmingly cheeky example of one of
Mike Payne’s ‘ruae’ Dolphins.

| am as guilty as anyone
applying ‘rude’ Dolphins to the
stands of my little fleet to amuse
the kids, ‘rude’ as in sticking their
tongues out!
MIKE PAYNE
EMAIL

Every day is a school day for me,
so thank you so much, Mike,
not only for pointing out the
correct terminology for these
delightfully ornate mountings but
also for providing this fascinating
explanation.

| am totally in love with the
example of the ‘rude Dolphin’
you've shared, and the fact that
you give thought to how you can
add a fun factor to your fleet for
the little ones in your life. Such a
charmingly cheeky touch! Ed.
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All hands on deck!

Ticket to Ryde

| would like to extend an open
invitation through the pages of
your magazine to those readers
residing on the Isle of Wight.

| am one of a small group
who sail their models every
Thursday morning, all year round
(weather permitting), from 10am
till 12pm, at the Canoe Lake
at Ryde, and we would love to
swell our ranks.

Although we have the Ryde
Model Yacht Club, exclusive to
Marblehead racing, and there
are a couple of the clubs for
full-size boats who have fleets of
RTR models that they, too, race,
for an island which is the centre
of British yachting, famous for
its ship and boat builders, there
appears to be few model boat
builders who sail their models
just for the sheer pleasure of
seeing them afloat.

If, therefore, you have a scale
model that you would like to get
out on the water, or even if you
would just like to find out more,
please feel free to come along
and join in the fun. We're a very
friendly bunch, and | can assure

you of a warm welcome.
PETER SIMMONDS

EMAIL

| wonder where they're all
hiding — LOL! Seriously, though,
| do hope some fellow IOW
model boat builders/enthusiasts
take you up on your invitation,
Peter. Thanks, too, for the lovely
photos — some fab models being
sailed there. I'd love to feature
these, and any others built by
those in your little group in the
Your Models section of a future
edition, so please give them a
nudge in this direction! Ed.

then get yourself along to the Canoe Lake in Ryde on a Thursday morning between 10am
and 12pm, where you can be assured of a very warm welcome from a friendly little group
of fellow enthusiasts.
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Marketplace

BOAdts

To take advantage of our FREE classified ad
service, simply fill in the coupon provided below
and return it to us at:

Marketplace Model Boats, Mortons Media Group,
Media Centre, Morton Way, Horncastle,
Lincolnshire LN9 6JR

Deadline 12 noon Friday December 29th, 2023.

*NB Only one word should be entered into each of the individual boxes

provided for the wording of your ad — please do not try and exceed the
permitted word count as this will result us being unable to print your ad. In order
to assist the member/s of staff tasked with keying information into our system,
when filling in the coupon please use block capitals, rather than a combination of
upper- and lower-case letters and ensure all numbers are clearly legible.

May we also respectfully point out this free service is offered for private
transactions only; businesses wishing to advertise commercial goods/services
should instead contact our Advertising Representative, Fiona Leake (fleak@
mortons.co.uk), who will be only too happy to assist.

Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms (please delete)

First name(s)

Surname

Address

Postcode

Telephone

Mobile

Email

Are you a subscriber? Yesd NoQd

TERMS OF ACCEPTANCE: All advertisements are subject to approval of the publisher, who reserves the
right to amend, refuse, withdraw or otherwise deal with the copy submitted. Whilst every care is taken,
the publisher will not be liable for any loss occasioned by the failure of any advertisement to appear, nor
does it accept responsibility for printed errors. Advertisements once received and processed cannot be
cancelled or money refunded. The publisher reserves the right to place this advert free of charge in other
related publications. Please note that Mortons Media Group is unable to mediate in any disputes that may
arise between vendor/buyer.

Any order placed with us will be deemed an acceptance of these conditions. BUSINESS ADVERTISEMENT
DISCLOSURE 1977: This order requires all advertisements by people who seek to sell goods in the course of
business to make the fact clear, Therefore you either include the name of your company or the word TRADE
or (T) in all advertisements. IMPORTANT NOTICE: All private classified lineage advertisements published by
MB received via the Order Form or the Internet are copyright of MB.

DATA: Protection of your personal data is important to us. Personal data will be stored securely and will only
be used for the purpose of processing the advertisement. Data will be stored for a period of six months then
destroyed.
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www.modelboats.co.uk

BOATS FORSALE | IR RNIO:NN:

2m long model of WWW.FLEETSCALE.COM

P.S CIeethon:ps with steam GLASSFIBRE BOAT &
paddle engine to Edgar T. WARSHIP HULLS,
Westbury with all drawings FITTINGS AND SEMI KITS
1- Marblehead to Merlin INENVOSS :‘I’ELET\’?ND B
design converted to R/C SECURE ONLINE STORE

1 - 6M Yacht needs
restoration needs mast

1 - 6m Yacht to Alexander
: : IN1/24TH, 1/32ND, 1/48TH,
design vane steering 1/72ND, 1/96TH. 1/128TH

MILITARY & CIVILIAN RANGES

19TH, 20TH & 21ST CENTURY

01382770591 TEL: 01822 832120
parkhouse.16@virgin.net FAX: 01822 833938

WES TWARD MOULDINGS LTD

Call Fiona to advertise In

Boats

01507 529573
fleak@mortons.co.uk



Signals

Next month in BOALS

In the February 2024 issue, on sale from Janaury 19, 2024, be sure not to miss...

® MONTURIOL'S
MASTERPIECE

The frequently overlooked but
surprisingly successful early 19th
century sub design

& __'“——_
* PRINCESS VICTORIA o _ ool ani

of this 1907 Cornish passenger steamer Building Billing Boats’ 1:33 kit for R/C operation

PLUS A thematically varied selection of feature-length articles, all your favourite regular pages - including

Your Models, Your Letters, news, reviews — and lots more (Please note: content may be subject to change)

You will find more about the exciting content coming next, features of particular interest you may have missed in past
editions and details of the very latest subscription offers on our website at www.modelboats.co.uk

You can, of course, order you copy of the February 2024 issue, which goes on sale at all good newsagents from January 19,
now, but why not treat yourself to an annual subscription, as monthly copies will then be delivered directly to your door.

What's more, the unique subscriber number allocated to you will provide website access to digital copies of the current issue
and to our archive of back numbers. It will also unlock subscriber exclusive bonus material not featured in the magazine.

| you can’t always fmd a copy of this Please reserve/deliver my copy of
magazine, help ie ot hand! Complete on a regular basis, starting with issue..........cccccoeovevriniricnenennnee.
this form and Titlen First name

ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss

| hand in at your
j local store, they I SUIMNBIME. ottt ettt ea et et teae st sasas st s e et erennans
et : arrange for a cCopy AADAIESS....eoeeeet ettt
-ﬂFREE?' 1650A|-E = 5 . of each issue to be

* reserved _I:Ol_ you. ....................................................................................................................
| Some stores may
£ %% even be able to
| )y arrange for it to be POSTCOAE. ...ttt
== delivered to your
= TETolad <) - |
e peeeees] < U] home. Just ask!

‘PULL OUT PLAN <l

ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt
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SECURE ON-LINE
SHOPPING AND WORLDWIDE
MAILORDER SERVICE

| L

GREAT CHRISTMAS PRESENTS
Christmas Gift Vouchers
HELLER Plane and Car Jigsaws
SHIPYARD CARD Models
Trains and Stage Coaches

New to CMB a range of Pre-Formed Hulls

Cormorant Model boat hull 30.00
Guardsman Model boat hull 32.00
Bluebire of Chelsea ABS Hull 1:24 Scale 36.00
Burutu & Bajima Model Boat Hull 1:50 Scale 38.00
Baikal model Boat Hull ABS 1:40 Scale 39.00
Celia may Steam launch ABS Hull 39.00
Egret Tug Model Boat Hull 4499
Forceful Paddle Tug ABS Model Boat Hull 55.00
Brave Borderer Hull FG 1:32 Scale 72.00
Cervia Thames Tug Hull 1:48 Scale 88.00
Galway Hooker Hull with plan 134.00
Breeze Pilot Cutter Model Boat Hull with plan 138.50
Moorcock Model Hull with plan 1:24 Scale 159.00

Model Boat Plans printed to order (many more)

Beachcomber model boat plan MM926 18.00
Caryon Model boat plan MM1479 23.00
Chiquita Model boat plan MM156 13.50
Chris craft Commander model boat plan MM318  12.50
Deglet nour Model boat plan MM231 18.00
Fairy Huntress MM2050 12.50
Fairy Huntsman MMG80 12.50
Aeronaut Radio Controlled Boat Boat Kits
Clipper Sail Boat AN3002/00 43.00
Diva Cabin Cruiser AN3093/00 86.00
Capri Sport Boat AN3038/00 165.00
Marina Runabout AN3084/00 165.00
Princess Sports Boat AN3081/00 175.00
Victoria Motor Yacht AN3082/00 178.00
Bella Sailing Yacht AN3009/00 179.00
Bellissima Sailing Yacht AN3012/00 250.00

Torben Modern Hamburg Harbour Tug AN3031/03 259.00
Scharnhorst Battleship with fittings set AN3625/03 414.00

Jonny Harbour Tug AN3030/00
Tirpitz Battleship with fittings set AN3619/03

449.99
487.00

Amati Static and Radio Controlled Model Boat Kit

Golden Yacht or Hannah in a Bottle
Egyptian Ship Sahure Dynasty 1:50 Scale A1403

45.00
74.00

Greek Bireme 480BC Length 560mm A1404 74.95
Bragozzo Venetian Fishing Boat A1570 75.00
Rainbow J Class Yacht 1:80 480mm A1700/11 79.00
Chinese Pirate Junk A1421 84.00
Adventure Pirate Ship A1446 84.90
Bluenose Fishing Schooner A1447 87.95

Q-Ship Hunter Length 580mm A1450 94.96
Oseberg Viking Ship A1406/01 99.00
Greek Galliot 19th Century A1419 103.00
Sexy Lady Riva Type Launch A1611 R/C 173.00
Robert E Lee Mississippi Steam Boat A1439 243.95

Arno Xl Ferrari 800kg Hydroplane A1604
Titanic 1912 1:250 Length 1070mm A1606

329.00
374.00

Billing Boats Model Boat Kit

Dana Fishing Cutter B200 47.00
Rainbow Shrimp Cutter B201 51.00
Waveney Class RNLI Lifeboat B101 52.00
Phantom B710 115.00
Mary Ann B472 143.00
Nordlandsbaaden B416 152.00

Find us on

| Facebook

www.cornwalimodelboats.co.uk 7~ el
Highfield Road Industrial Estate, Camelford, Cornwall PL32 9RA s/ '_ ,

Telephone: 01840 211009

SEGUREIONEINE}SHORBING

SIMAINORDERISERVICE

Free mainland UK delivery on orders over £100
(*excludes surcharge areas)

WE STOCK A WIDE RANGE OF RADIO CONTROL AND
STATIC DISPLAY KITS, FITTINGS, TOOLS AND PLANS

Emile Robin B430 159.00
St Canute Tug B700 165.00
Boulogne Etaples B534 181.00
HMS Bounty B492 206.00
Andrea Gail Perfect Storm B726 229.00
Nordkap Trawler B476 229.00
Banckert ‘Maasbank’ B516 239.00
USS Constitution B508 269.00
Zwarte Zee B592 285.00
Elbjorn Icebreaker B536 323.00
Smit Rotterdam B478 326.00
Wasa B490 340.00
Norske Love B437 349.00
Smit Nederland B528 413.00
HMS Victory B498 479.00
HMS Warrior B512 519.00
RMS Titanic 1:144 Scale B510 1050.00

Caldercraft R/C Model Boat Kits

Cumbrae 1:32 C7009 354.00
Alte Liebe Harbour Tug C7020 398.00
Schaarhorn 1:35 C7021 505.00
Marie Felling C7003 625.00
Imara Steam Berthing Tug 725.00
Resolve Twin Screw Navel Tug C7024 779.00
Brennaren 1:48 Scale C7015 450.00
Milford Star 1:48 Scale G7019 340.00
Fife Amranth 1:40 Scale C7010 158.00
Sir Kay 1:48 Scale C7011 390.00

Caldercraft Nelsons Navy

HM Cutter Sherbourne C9010 99.00
HM Yacht Chatham C9011 119.00
HM Brig Badger C9017 224.75
HMS Snake1797 C9002 260.00
HMS Mars 1794 C9007 264.00
HM Gunboat William 1798 1:32 Scale C9016 269.00
HMS Cruiser 1797 1:64Sc C9001 269.00
HMS Jalouse 1794 C9007 295.00
HM Bomb Vessel Granado 1756 C9015 298.00

Dumas Model Boat Kits

Gondola #1012 22.99
Hobie Cat #1101 43.24
Lightning Sailboat #1110 79.90
Carol Moran Tug 1:72 Scale #1250 127.00
Huson 24 Sailboat #1117 163.55
Big Swamp Buggy Airboat kit #1505 173.89
Chris-Craft 16’ Painted Racer #1263 218.08
Great Lakes Freighter #1264 221.00
Dauntless Commuter boat #1211 250.00
George W Washburn #1260 258.00

American Beauty Mississipi River Towboat #1215 277.30

Chris-Craft Racer 1949 #1249 282.94
City of Buffalo Lake Steamer #1270 283.00
Chris-Craft 16’ Hydroplane 1941 #1254 289.00
Lacawanna Coal Burning Steam Tug #1251 347.00
Chris-Craft 23’ Continental 1956 #1243 366.00
Jersey City Tugboat #1248 381.60

Chris-Craft Barrel Back Mahogany Runabout #1234 421.00

Creole Queen Mississippi Riverboat #1222 484.99
Brooklyn Tug #1238 490.67
Carol Moran Tug 1:24 #1272 637.00

Dusek Static Model Boat Kits

Greek Bireme D001
Pinta 1:72 Scale D011

51.00
89.00

Nina 1:72 Scale D012 93.00
Golden Hind D017 126.00
Maria HF31 1:72 Scale D016 130.00
Viking Longship 1:35 Scale D005 130.00

La Cerf French Cutter 1:72 Scale D009 179.00

Dutch Statenjacht 1:48 Scale D023 216.00
La Belle Poule 1:50 Scale D021 310.00
La Real 1:72 Scale D015 345.00
Nuestra Senora 1:72 Sacle D022 710.00

Mamoli Model Boat Kits

Gretal 18thC Yacht 1:54 Scale MV33 82.00
Catalina Dutch Peasure Yacht 1:35 MV51 140.00
America Schooner 1:66 Scale MV26 147.00
Halifax 6 Gun English Schooner MV37 152.00
Golden Hind MV30 167.00
HMS Bounty 1:64 MV39 230.00
Flying Cloud American Clipper Ship 1:96 MV41  272.00
Amerigo Vespucci Italian Navy Training Ship 360.00

Mantua& Panart Model Boat Kits

Amalfi Med Fishing Boat 702 47.00
Arm 82 Dutch Fishing Boat 781 91.00
Le Madeline French Fishing Boat 732 107.00
Black Falcon 18th Century Brig 768 113.00
Albatros US Coastguard Clipper 771 139.00
Armed Swedish Gunboat 1775 722 146.95
Brittania Royal Yacht of the Prince of Wales 733  165.00
Astrolabe French Sloop 773  246.00
Bruma Open Cruiser Yacht 736  227.00
Le Superbe 74 Gun 3rd Rate 798  359.00
Anteo Harbour Tug 1:30 Scale 743 413.00
Aiace Wooden Model Boat Kit Static or R/C 731 413.95
Amerigo Vespucci Italian Sail Training Ship 741 759.00
RMS Titanic 725-9 1:200 Scale 725-9  950.00

Occre Static Model Boats

Bounty Launch 1:24 0C52003 55.00
Buccaneer Pirate Ship 565mm Length 0C12002 116.00
Golden Hind 1:85 Scale 0C12003 116.00
DOS Amigos Brigantine Schooner 905mm 138.00

Aurora Brig 1:655¢ 0C13001 682mm long 140.00
HMS Beagle 1:65 Scale 0G12005 166.99
HMS Terror 1:75 Scale 0C12004 166.99
Corsair Brig 1:80 Scale 0G13600 172.00
HMS Revenge 1:85 Scale 0C13004 172.00
La Candelaria Bomb Vessel 0C13000 184.00

Mississippi Paddle Steamer 1:80 0C14003 214.00
Apostle Felipe Galleon 1:60 0C14000 256.00
Ulises Ocean Going Tug 0C61001 256.00
Gorch Fork 0C15003 334.00
The Flying Dutchman 0C14010 329.00

Dolly Harbour Launch R1005C 107.00
Florida Motor Yacht 1:10 R1166 149.95
Paula lll R1159 153.00
Antje Fishing Boat 1:25 R1110C 169.00
Fireboat FLB-1 with fittings R1091C 251.60
Najade Motor Yacht R1160 264.00

Happy Hunter Salvage Tug with Fittings R1106C  745.00

ALL THE HARDWARE, BUILDING MATERIALS AND RC EQUIPMENT REQUIRED TO COMPLETE YOUR MODEL

Visitithelwebsitelforfourifullirangelofikits:

www-cornwallmodelboats”co uk’ vt
email: sales@cornwallmodelboats.co.uk b

Prices are correct at the time of printing, but are subject to change without notice

AVAILABLE!

Plastic and Metal Propellers
Prop Shafts and Couplings
Motors and Motor Mounts
Receivers and Transmitters,

Batteries
Screws, Nuts, Bolts and Nails

Sergal Model Boat Kits
Achille American Pilot Cutter (794) 95.00
Thermopylae Tea Clipper (791) 99.00
HMS Racehorse Bomb Vessel (793) 103.50
HMS Jamaica 14 Gun Sloop (784) 155.00
HMS Sharke Sloop 1711 (783) 155.00
HMS Bounty 1787 (785) 193.00
HMS Peregrine Galley Runner Class (786) 216.00
Dutch Whaler Baleniera Olandese (790) 284.00
HMS Victory Nelsons Flagship (782) 405.00
Mississippi River Steamboat 1:50 734 425.00
Cutty Sark Tea Clipper (789) 447.00
Vasa Swedish Man of War 1628 (737) 759.00

SLEC Radio Controlled Model Boat Kits

Sea Nymph 18in PR808C 52.88
Samurai Kit 622mm SLPR05 56.88
Wavemaster 635mm PR801C 87.50
Arrow PR804C 654mm Long 92.35
River Police Launch 660mm Long PR809C 93.71
Sea hornet 25.75ins PR813C 99.95
Wavemaster 864mm PR800C 107.50
Huntress 863mm long PR819C 183.25

Taka Black Sea Fishing Boat TM121 42.00
Skipsmodeller Killing Sailing Boat TM113 128.00
Nordic Class Boats Vega Schooner TM107 179.00
Mariefred Swedish Passenger Ship TM104 219.00

Skipsmodeller Astraal Nordic Fishing Boat TM112 292.00

HMS Fly 1776 1:64 Scale 259.00
HM Bomb Vessel Granado 1:64 Scale 269.00
HMS Pegasus 1776 1:64 Scale 340.00
Mercury 1820 Russian 20 Gun Brig 1:64 354.00
Revenge 1577 Navy Royal Warship 1:64 Scale ~ 395.00
HMS Vanguard 1787, Gun Ship 1:74 Scale 685.00

Tamiya Radio Controlled Vehicles to build

Volvo FH12 Globetrotter 420 TAM56312 293.26
Scania R470 Highline TAM56318 318.76
Ford Aeromax Truck TAM56309 340.00

Mercedes Benz Actro 1851 Gigaspace TAM56335 378.25

King Hauler TAM56301 378.25
Globe Liner Truck TAM56304 378.25
MAN TGX 26.540 6X4 XLX TAM56325 386.75
Grand Hauler TAM56344 390.16
Knight Hauler Truck TAM56314 391.00
Grand Hauler Matt Black Edition TAM56356 412.25

Mercedes Benz Arocs 3348 6x4 Tipper TAM56357 582.25
Mercedes Benz Arocs 3348 Red/Silver TAM56361 628.15

Matchcraft Matchstick Kits

BAG of Matches ( 2000) 2.99
Matchcraft Chinese Junk 13.34
Matchcraft Riverboat 14.95
Matchcraft Mary Rose Boat 15.25
Matchcraft Matchbuilder Loco & Tender 16.85
Matchcraft Hispano Suiza Car 16.85
Matchcraft Ledge Caravan 18.74
Matchmodeller Cabin Cruiser Boat 19.74
Matchitecture Antique CAR 29.84
Matchitecture Eiffel Tower 29.84
- harbour tug
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ARCTIC COVER - AFT END
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- “ ______________
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TOP PANEL
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LIFTING HOOK VIEW ON UNDERSIDE OF ANTENNA BASE (P)
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BATTERY PACK ON !
VEHICLE DECK \ JET 19BM WATERJET
L. N .---cz=-z====::22:2271  TO OBTAIN THE MODEL SCALE OF 1/16,
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LANDING CRAFT VEHICLE & PERSONNEL MKk.5

LCVP MK.S

BY PETER BROWN

_ PLANNo:  MM2173 No.OF SHEETS: 10F2 | viodel Boots Janvary 2024

EELHOUSE CORNER PANEL(S)
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RAMP WINCH WIRE
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Please note, this plan is copyright of Mortons Media Group Ltd. D e
No part of this plan my be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means,
electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or any information storage — - : : :
retrieval system without prior permission in writing from the publisher. Please visit www.sarikhobbies.com to view all available plans
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LOOKING TO PORT
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Please note, this plan is copyright of Mortons Media Group Ltd.
No part of this plan my be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means,
electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or any information storage
retrieval system without prior permission in writing from the publisher.
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LANDING CRAFT VEHICLE & PERSONNEL MK.5

LCVP MK.S

BY PETER BROWN
First published in

 PLANNo:  MM2173 No. OF SHEETS: ZOFZ‘ Model Boats January 2024
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