WIN! ——¢ WIN!

one of three modeller's | — g quus\ . | An Airfix RMS Titanic
toolkits & styllsh beanie == == . Gift Set, including kit,

prize packages . glue, paints & decals

RMS.TITANIC
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We report back on
the highlights of
this year’s
show

Prepare to be wowed al
detail of OcCre’s astomshmg new k

5SS NORMANDIE |

Modelling options for the —= ==
most opulent ocean liner Including this menacing
ever designed Vietnam Monitor

LUH INSPIRING PADDLE STEAMER, LIFEBOAT & RIVER LAUNCH PROJECTS
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Wooden Hull 1:50 Wooden Hull 1:75
492 BOUNTY L.78 W.15H. 65cm 498 HMS VICTORY L. 134 W. 46 H. 89cm
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Billing Boats was started back in 1958 and is the — st b i L

world’s oldest model ship building company.
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Wooden Hull 1:100
512 HMS WARRIOR L. 147 W. 39 H. 67cm
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510 TITANIC

Wooden Hull 1:144
L. 188 W. 20 H. 50cm

RN

564 CUTTY SARK Wooden Hull 1:75 601 WILL EVERARD Wooden Hull 1:67
L. 110 W. 15 H. 67cm L. 58 W. 12 H. 49¢cm

JAKEA LOOKAT OUR 66 KITS AT BILLINGBOATS.COM

=] No retail sale
Elacebook.com/groups/billingboats

Join our facebook group with 6500 modelbuilders
= Contact us at service@BillingBoats.com

[=]
[=]

Dealer list here:
BillingBoats.com/distributors




2023 colour catalogues

DEANS MARINE Deans Marine £6.75 Visit the NEW OUTLET CENTRE and
CONQUEST DROVE, FARCET. p&ireech EL00 SHOWROOM or our ONLINE SHOP FOR
I(’}E'l;];]l;ﬁOROUGH, PE7 3DH Deluxe adhesives £3.50 KITS & ACCESSORIES

17 166 Albion alloys £1.50
e s R e e £4..00 Bostage sach The only model boat shop, showroom,

Or all 5 for £13..50 incl p&p u k and a test pond_
A selection of ACCESSORIES see our website for details

BRASS PROPELLORS

U

NYLON PROPELLORS_‘"

I 1 ¢ l.,

OUTLET CENTRE NOW OPEN Mon—Sat 10am—4pm

LATEST RELEASES

Tugging Ahead... . with

MOBILE IVIARINE IVIODELS

MO TU IO < vion s o vivsnacenissess s isssonsanabassFais it ey vapsonnses the driving force

The Boat Shed, Highcliffe Park, Ingham Cliff, meoln LN12YQ tel: 01522 730731 / 689209

iy Phone - Visit our Website ....
| Full Colour Catalogue £7-50

- Factory Visitors Welcome

Model Boats ® December 2023 www.modelboats.co.uk 3




V |. 73 Issue 877 December 2023

rr’oclel

) J o | B

EDITORIAL

Editor: Lindsey Amrani

Senior designer: Michael Baumber

lnur::-:-"l :n

Designer: Fran Lovely a ﬂl
lllustrator: Grahame Chambers

Publisher: Steve O'Hara

By post: Model Boats, Mortons Media Group,
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CUSTOMER SERVICES

General Queries & Back Issues
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WELCOME TO THE
DECEMBER 2023

ISSUE OF MODEL
BOATS...

e've got not just one but
two great prize draws for
you in this month's issue,
SO be sure to get your entries in
this side of Christmas (closing
date December 22). We will be
drawing four lucky winners,

so, with a bit of luck, your New
Year could start off with a nice
surprise!

Ahead of 2024, though, comes
this and the issue cover dated
January but on sale Friday,
December 15 - a little reminder
just so you don’t forget to pick
up your copy amidst all the pre-
noliday shenanigans! Better still,
to ensure you never miss an issue,
If you haven't already done so,
why not consider treating yourself
to a subscription? You can check
out our latest money saving deals

22 Mississippi mesmeriser
Lionel Broadbent explains how he

transformed the Mantua paddle steamer kit on pages 38-39, and, as an added

into ab all-singing, all-dancing, motorised bonus, bag yourself a a free gift in
stunner the form of a stylish black Model

56 Beaulieu and Buckler’s Hard Eﬁgrget-smrt In a size of your
fyou've only ever associated Beaulieu with ¢ oy il have seen from

s Narional VIoTor Hsetim, pernaps It 8 e oyr front cover and the contents
to think again. Stephen Paul Hardy explains...

28 A truly magnificent Severn
With only one previous scratch build under
his belt, Chris Wood fearlessly takes on a big,

bold and incredibly brave endeavour

38 Save money with a
subscription

Check out the latest deals and get favourite
magazine for less, along with the added
bonus of a special Christmas gift!

40 WIN an Airfix RMS Titanic
Gift Set

Including plastic kit, glue, paints and decals

44 Flotsam & Jetsam:

SS Normandie

John Parker tells the tragic story of the most
opulent ocean liner ever built and considers
the options open to those wishing to mode|
here

50 La Mouette

John Mileson presents a very versatile pre-
moulded hull river launch project

Model Boats ® December 2023 www.modelboats.co.uk

60 Memory Lane:
When Brighton rocked

Dave Wiggins provides another blast from

the past

62 Boiler Room

Richard Simpson extols the virtues of
power saws

68 Your Models
More VIBs (Very Impressive Builds)

showcased

72 Your Letters

Views aired, info shared and generous
offers made

74 Next Month...

Just three of the reasons why you won't
want to miss the January 2024 issue of

Model Boats

s

] h..“_l.
> i i

—
e
-

: 5 rf“;“":""" o LE L]

listing, within the pages that
follow you'll find a first look at
OcCre’s exquisite new Kkit, a
report from this year’s Blackpool
Model Boat Show and lots of
iInspirational build features, while
In the January issue you can look
forward to a free plan for a 1:16
scale Royal Navy LCVP 5 and the
first of instalment of the two-part
build guide for this model. Of
course, as always, a couple more
sneak peeks can also be found
on our Coming Next Month page,
while the full-line will be revealed
on our website (www.modelboats.
c0.uk) and Facebook page (Www.
facebook.com/modelboatsmag)
a couple of weeks prior to
publication.

And, by the way, to all of you
Who regularly visit our website
and use our forum, thank you
SO much for your patience while
we've been migrating everything
over to a new and improved
platform. As IS so often the case
with these things, it's taken us
slightly longer than originally
anticipated to iron out all the
little wrinkles, so apologies for
any frustrations you may have
encountered during this period.
Hopefully, you'll agree the updates
have made everything a whole |ot
more user-friendly and that the
end result has been worth the
wait.

Enjoy your read!
Lindsey




NEW 2 CHANNEL RADIO!
HOWES MODELS | =2
Transmitter & Receiver!

O18665 848000 \. Adjustable Travel Volume

LIPO BATTERIES: 4 _ ) _ On Rudder Servo
e Unit 16B Cherwell Business Centre N OUR PRICE ONLY
Wi i e Ei= (Part of Station Field Industrial Estate) :1‘ g
Lo o N Rowles Way, Kidlington, OX5 1JD R A £39.99!
i tsooman-stsse www.howesmodels.co.uk
11.1v2200mah-£16.99 - Fast mail order - Overseas postage at cost
11.1v2800mah £29.99
MICROZONE SUPER SPEGIAL OFFER!
6 GHANNEL RADIO 8 GHANNEL RADIO |
RADIO INCLUDES RECEIVER WITH LCD SCREEN. LARGE RANGE OFF HIGH QUALITY sia .
RRP £59.99 RADIO INCLUDES RECEIVER 7.2 VOLT BATTERY PACKS B it isiinsivimesscinicad B
OURPRICE£39.99!  OUR PRICE £59.99! 2000MAH - £11.99 NEW! Kingmax Sail
= 3000MAH - £15.50 Winch Servo’s
3300MAH - £15.99 e
imensions 40x19x38mm
3800MAH - £19.99 1.5 Turn Standard Slze Servo Speed:
4000MAH - £22.99 g-gﬁﬁﬂgtt;rq:er:d Bé_lkgé Only:&s:
E m naa 1Z@ 9eIV0 speea:
9000MAH - £26.99 0.9/360 Torque: 6.1kg - Only £9.99
. i 4.0 Turn Standard Slze Servo Speed:
Lead Acid Batteries 0.9/360 Torque: 6.1kg - Only £9.99
6 VOLT 1.0 AMP - £4.99 4.0 Turn Standard Size Metal Gears
6 VOLT 1.3AMP - £4.99 Speed: 0.9/360 Torque: 12kg - Only £14.99
6 VOLT 3.4 AMP - £6.50 6.0 Turn Standard Size Servo Speed:
Additional Receivers Available! 6 VOLT 4.5 AMP - £5.93 g-g/T?:: ;:;:::;: ;:fhoem 22';:
6 VOLT 7 AMP - £7.99 ;
Futaba F“TABA Tﬁl 6 VOLT 12 AMP - £11.99 Speed: 0.9/360 Torque: 12kg - Only £14.99
__ 12 VOLT 2.3 AMP - £8.99 LA
) 2.4GHz 6 CHANNEL 12 VOLT 3.2 AMP - £9.99 | Standard
RADIO INCLUDES 12 VOLT 4.5 AMP - £9.99 .

12 VOLT 7 AMP - £12.99
6V JELLY CHARGER - £9.99
12V JELLY CHARGER - £9.99

KING Nlﬁ:\

Waterproof

I-Po Baries

NEW HORIZON 30 INCH

M rin ntroll
HARBOUR TUG BOAT RTR FLYSKY FS-16 arine Speed Controlers at Great Prices
COMES READY T0 RUN WITH 6 Chasial Corngiiter NEW RANGE WITH LOW PRICES! 7.4v 1000mah - £11.60
ELECTRONICS AND RADIO GEAR radio with a ton of 10A 4.8-12v ONLY £30.99 7.4v 1300mah - £12.99
features and setting 15A 6-12 VONLY £30.99 7.4v 1600mah - £14.99
HAS A OPERATIONAL WATER PUMP! adjustments} CERTITIC TELIRE dr. 4055
REQUIRES 11.1V BATTERY & CHARGER Includes receiver o 7.4v2200mah - £15.50
RRP £489.99 Only £54.99! 15A 12-24 V ONLY £31.99 7.4v 3900mah - £29.99
OUR PRICE £449.99 Additional RX £16.99 25A 6-12 VONLY £41.99 11.1v1000mah - £15.50
SA PLUG N PLAY -12v - £41.99 11.1v 1300mah - £18.50
2.4GHz Receivers NEW DUAL CHARGER FOR LIPO'S & MORE 40A 6-12V ONLY £52.99 11.1v 1600mah - £19.99
: y J PERKINS 50AH ESC - £37.99 11.1v 2200mah - £19.50
Absima 2CH Receiver £25.95
. : Charges most hatteries RADIO LINK 90A ESC 11.1v 3900mah £43.99
Radio Link 8CH Receiver £14.99 including Li-PO, NiMH, (ALSO LIPO SAFE!) ONLY £29.99! - .
Futaba R3106GF 6CH £26.99 mlia;nnmlngalr:r:!m J 11.1v5000mah - £48.99
s LiP0's, 1.2v - 18v
Futaba R2006 4CH 2.4Ghz £39.99 2-20v Lead Acid's BRUSHLESS SPEED CONTROLS SERVOS
PRI RLERS TR SPE - 09. 10 . MTRONIKS G2 HYDRA 15A BRUSHLESS B e e
Futaba 3006SB 6CH FHSS £47.50 Our Price Only £92.99! RRP £49.99 - NOW £44.99 OR SPECIAL OFFER 2 for £8.00!
Futaba R202GF 2 Ch 2.4GHz £25.99 _ MTRONIKS G2 HYDRA 30A BRUSHLESS NEW! FUTABA SU300 DIGITAL - £18.50
& —— RADIENT 3.5KG BB WATER RES - £10.99
Volantex 7CH 2.4GHzRX £18.99 | e MTRONIKS G2 HYDRA 50A BRUSHLESS FUT 3014 WATERPROOF - £24.99
SPEKTRUM RECEIVERS AVAILABLE! | === s RRP £84.99 - NOW £72.99 HITEC 325 BALLRACE - £19.99
SPEKTRUM DSM2 ORANGE - £18.99 = MTRONIKS MICRO SWITCHER - £19.99 POW%‘;‘:‘;{?{; gf;csrg £3.50
GT POWER A3 SHARK BRUSHLESS ESC'S MICRO METAL GEARED £4.99
: NEW RANGE OF BRUSHLESS ESC’S. DIFFERENT NEW DE-108 8 CHANNEL -
Mains LIPO Charger AMPS AVAILABLE FOR MOST MOTORS RADIO IDEAL FOR MODEL BOATS! |  H1GH POWERED BALIRACED £7.09
Low Cost UK Malns Charger 20AMP - £19.99 30AMP - £21.99 '

Max Charge Output: 4A
Li-PO 1-3S3.7v-11.1v

Superb Charger
For Only £14.99!™S

A0AMP - £24.99 50AMP - £56.99 Proportional channels, 4 on the sticks with 2 SAIL .H.RM, WINCH &

on dials and 2 switches. Battery indicator for
60AMP - £43.99 80AMP - £55.99 handset and boat batteries! SPECIALIST SERVOS

HITEC 785 HB SAIL WINCH
WITH FULL ROTATION DRUM
OUR SPECIAL PRICE £36.99
HITEC 765BB SAIL ARM
WITH 12 CM LONG ARM
OUR SPECIAL PRICE £36.99
FUTABA HIGH VOLTAGE DIGITAL
S-BUS SERVO SU400 - £34.99

SUPER STRENGTH METAL

GEARED WATERPROOF SERVOS!
INCLUDE FITTINGS & METAL ARM!

SUPER SERVO SPECIAL!
METAL GEARED

- 20KG - £13.99 HITEC HS 805BB SAIL ARM HUGE
;:;I:ﬁal:c: ;lg: QUESERVO B 25KG - £14.99 WITH 20KG TRQ £37.99
i 30KG-£17.99 /A& B
sl s 35KG-£24.99 /. 25, x
ON LY £9 l99 ! SOKG - £29.99 f&'f} @mmmh SRAYO .
OR 2 FOR £14.00! =~ & SPECIAL OFFER - £29.99!




NEW HENG LONG || NEW DEALS ADDED DAILY ON WEBSITE! HENG LONG SALINA
686 RTR TUG BOAT 01865 848000 WWW.HOWESMODELS.CO.UK

MODEL COMES WITH 2.4GH:z

HANDSET, BATTERY AND NEW RADIO LINK ESC! | MTRONIKS Hydra 15A, 30A, 50A Brushiess
Motor and Speed Controller Comho

PLEASE NOTE: PRICES IN OUR ADVERT ARE LIABLE TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

CHARGER! LENGTH - 28CM

90A WATERPROOF ESC!
AVAILABLE IN GREEN OR WORKS WITH NI-MH AND Auto set up - Forwards and reverse - 6.0 to 12.0V llneralin!!,.f
BLACK! RRP £39.99 LI-PO BATTERIES! Motor Speciation ‘ / 1
KV (rpm/v) - 1100 - Power - 120W - | / FINALLY BACK IN STOCK
OU R PRICE - .£34-99! - & Diameter: 28mm - Length: 38mm Ty R?ﬂ:;ﬁ%ﬁiﬂ?ﬁ%&?ﬂﬁ‘;mn
Ead : Hydra 15A Combo - Only £61.98"CN " LENGTH OVER TOCM!
= am V1, ‘ﬁ > Hydra 30A Combo - Only £71.9€ '

Hydra 50A Combo - Only £128.99

— ::::::E%LPRIGE Ideal Replacement for 380 - 400 Motors 0 N LY £7 9 ] 9 9 !

ONLY £29.99! T r————— e A
MTRONIKS TI0 LI-PO SAFE ESCS | _Receiver & Transmitter Batteries : W m - D ‘
For use in RC boats that allows for the use of Lipo battery packs - _' ol Q # “

as well as the usual NiCAD/NiMH/Lead Acid batteries @ 4.8 VOLT PACKS =
, 15A - RRP £39.99 OUR PRICE £36.99 200MAH FLAT OR SQUARE - £6.99. | [, WE PPE SECORD BAND - -
gsm - RRP £52.99 OUR PRICE £47.99 2400“":";3[?;500““3““5 £9.99 MODELS
S0A - RRP £68.99 OUR PRICE £61.99 1200MAH FLAT OR TRIANGLE - £8.99 ' FROM SMALL ITEMS TO
1600MAH FLAT OR TRI AE CELLS - £11.99 e COMPLETE
SUPER SERVO SPECIAL! £2400MAH FLATORTRI- £11.9 : COLLECTIONS
HOWES STANDARD SERVO .6 VOLT TRANSMITTER PACKS
. 2 CAN BE COLLECTED
4KG TORQUE - INCLUDES FITTINGS ‘ﬁ 1200 MAH FLAT - £15.0$ z
SIZE-40.3X 19.8 X38.6MM ‘ +#2000 MAH SQUARE - £19. £~ PLEASE CALL US
7 2400MAH FLAT £22.99 ON 01865 848000 =
OR2FOR|  4.8v800MAH FLATORSQUARE-£14.99  |8¥2) L weii o0 v
¥ 6V 800MAH FLAT OR TRIANGLE - £17.50 -
.£8 o 00 - 2/3RDS AA BATTERIES, FLAT OR SQUARE
4.8V 600MAH - £6.50

FINALLY BACK IN STOCK?!

JOYSWAY DRAGON FORCE SEAPORT WORK BOAT TUG'WITH )
THE NEW VERSION 7! WORKING WATER CANNON! - i
. ' READY TO RUN BOAT NOW WITH FANTASTIC NEW RANGE
Length 650mm Height 1338mm
The very popular DF65 yacht now updat- 2.4GHz RADIO GEAR OF BRUSHLESS MOTORS!
ed to the V7! & LITHIUM BATTERY IDEAL UPGRADES FOR 385 AND
Available Ready to Run with LENGTH - 60CM 540 SIZED BRUSHED MOTORS!
2.4GHz radio or ARTR (no radio) | RRP £99.99 FROM 2300KVTO 6100KV!
ARTR RRP £234.99 PRICES FROM £13.99!
" £209 99 OUR pRICE ALSO AVAILABLEWITH ESC’S AS
Our Price : £89 99| COMBOS! CHECK WEBSITE FOR BEST
RTR RRP £284.99 & » DEALS AND PRICES!
Our Price £249.99 Electric Motors FTX MORAY SPEED BOAT [PROPS, SHAFTS ETC
Proboat PCF Mark 1 24 385 5-POLE £3.99 each SELF RIGHTING SPEED BOAT! READY TO Y01 LOMING
Swift Patrol Craft! 400 3-POLE £6.99 > RUN FROM THE BOX AND YOU CAN RACE BRASS PROPS M4 2/3 BLADE
- 540 3-POLE £3.99 fliuN MORE THAN ONE TOGETHER! CAPPABLE | M4 NYLON PROPS 2/3 BLADE
24in Length x 7in Beam ) 545 5-POLE £3.99 % L& OF SPEEDS OF 30KM/H! STAJELESS SEEEESL SEAFgS %4
Only £329.99! ' 683 5-POLE £4.00 W ONLY 35CM LENGTH - GRAT FUNI s L o e
MFA RE 140 (3-6v) £2.75
BATTERY & CHARGER REQUIRED |
- MFA RE 170 (1.5-3v) £3.75 ONLY £39.99 each! & k
MFA RE 360 (6-15v) £4.99 ¥ |
MFA 380 (3-7.2v) £5.75 Extension Leads
MFA 385 (4.5-15v) £5.75 FOR ALL SERVOS!
MFA RE 540 (4.5-15v) 3 POLE £7.50 SERVO LEAD 200mm £0.85
MFA TORPEDO 800 £25.99 EXTN LEAD 300mm £0.85 each
EXTN LEAD 500mm £0.99 each
MFA TORPEDO 850 £25.99 EXTN LEAD 1000mm £1.60 each

Y LEAD £1.75 each
BEC/JST RED BOTH ENDS £0.90
SWITCH HARNESS £3.99

UDIARROW BRUSHLESS SPEED BOAT

READY TO RACE ! SPEEDS OF 40MPH!
LENGTH: 63CM!
EVERYTHING INCLUDED __—

i
-

UDI SUPER SPORT SPEED BOAT

FAST READY TO RUN SPEED BOAT WITH FLASHING

LED LIGHTS! FANTASTIC FUN! SELF RIGHTING!
LENGTH - 42CM - WIDTH - 12CM

RRP £79.99 - OUR PRICE ONLY £69.99!

1S £259.99!

OUR SUPEH
ONLY £179.997 W50 avallable in RED!

IN THE BOX! ———
RRP OF THIS BOAT //




Miniature Steam Pty Ltd

Specialist Producer of Model Marine Steam Plants
FREE Postage for Orders AUS500 and over During 2023

MSM

Australian Made
1 g e

LisHED

Miniature Steam is giving a Special Christmas Offer
to help Modelers into steam. Our 37 Vertical Clyde
Steam Plant is on Special See Website for details.

Comes With:

- Refillable Gas Tank

- Exhaust Trap

- Ceramic Burner

- Pressure Gauge

- Safety Valve

- Mounted on a Brass Tray

- Running Accessories

Our 3” Vertical Clyde Steam Plant is a powerful steam plant capable

of powering boats up to 1.2 Metres
Our website: www.miniaturesteammodels.com Our email: info@miniaturesteammodels.com

PLANS / MOULDINGS | WOODPACKS [/ TOOLS [ ACCESSORIES / DVDs /| BOOKS

M 0 n El The World's biggest selection of Radio Controlled Aircraft, Boat & Model Engineering plans & parts
——— ¥ 1000s OF MODEL PLAN DESIGNS

EE Be the first to hear about our special offers ‘ SECURE ONLINE

Sign up to our newsletter or follow us on Facebook = ORDERING

info@sarikhobbies.com 01684 311682 = FolEe O

- : — - EXTENSIVE RANGE w

\ e Model boat plans to keep any builder busy g

B““.“En S al ' | sl g Scale Boats & Ships  Hydroplanes 5
s Sailing Boats & Yachts Straight Runners o

BERITIS SRS S0 “ Eas'g to B_uild Boats Suhman'ne_s 0

K Find us on Facebook The store for the model builder | Engineering Unconventional o
Competition Boats X-List Plans (@)

Hovercrafts g

BALSA,PLY &
SPRUCE

FREE UK

Marguerite : - B
H A Bristol Channel Pilot Cutter

A By David Alderton. One of the ' H:'? R
handful of surviving Bristol PLAN & HULL SETS ‘ a —
_ :
5

- BN "L DELIVERY
Channel Pilot Cutters. ; — a, J& :
Many RC & Static ; ' on orders
Plan DAPOO8 £12.50 Baikal SETMM1331 £49.00 y Model Aircraft & Boat books : over £150

Kits now available  and DVDs also available! |} la.
GRP Hull DAH0O08 £121.00 Bluebird Of Chelsea SETBM1449 £48.00 — -

SAVE: Plan & Hull Set DASET008 £129.50 Brave Borderer FG SETMME09 £81.00
Breeze (Pilot Cutter) FG DASET006 £138.50
Burutu & Bajima Tug SETMM1339 £49.50
Celia May Steam Launch SETMM1429 £51.00
Cormorant V112 SETV112 £39.50

Egret Tug SETMM1417 £57.50

Forceful Tug SETMM1292&3 £79.00

SHORT KITS

Barb’s Boat SET3550 £96.00
Choupette SET2560 £138.00
Etoile Jet Bike! SET2324 £99.00

Fairey Huntress 23 SETMB2131 £78.00 Galway Hooker FG SETSH2022B £134.00 e ] - - - )
Fairey Huntsman SETMM680 £82.00 Grand Banks Schooner SETMM962 £99.00 Vosper MTB379 Strathclyde 70
Fishing Boat Orca (from Jaws’) SET2463 £148.00 Guardsman ABS SETMM1330 £44.00 An ideal RC Model boat for beginners or Wee Nip Sailing Yacht

Harbour Defence Motor Launch SETMM1356 £48.00 for a relatively quick building project with a

(THEY ARE ALSO AVAILABLE INDIVIDUALLY)

Higgins Hellcat Torpedo Boat SETMM2056 £78.00 ) . ; :
Laser Cut Wood Pack A modest, cost-effective, and simple rig

HMS Crane SET3524 £53.00 HMS Embling SETMM2055 £66.00

HMS Embling SETMM2055 £66.00 Ibex (Brixham Trawler) FG DASET004 £132.50 Plan MM2062 £15.50 Plan & ;;téclgvgg.ﬁgasg 0515.00

HMS Temerity SETMM2094 £69.00 Katie (Gaff Rig Pilot Cutter) DASET001 £112.00 Laser Cut Wood Pack WPMM2062 £51.00 :

Mariner Us Bt; Tow Boat SET3532 £92.00 K \ - gSETMM1322]£50 00 Additional Wood Pack AWPMM2062 £15.00 Laser Cut Wood Pack WP2966 £44.00
' e T ; SAVE: Short Kit (Set) SETMM2062 £72.00 SAVE: Short Kit (Set) SET2966 £61.00

Meteor SET2407 £44.00 Lady Ma FG DASET002 £81.00

Nimbus Mk3 SET3133 £81.00 Liverpool Lifeboat SETMM1448 £106.00 = TS

Pilot Boat SET3062 £90.00 Manx Nobby DASET005 £142.50 “T¢

Riva Aquarama 1:12 SET2552/LG £79.00 Marguerite FG DASET00S8 £129.50 s

Hiva Aquarams 128 SEFLARZSM SEE Moorcock 1:24 FG SETSH2023B £159.00 " Screwdrivers, hand files, sanding blocks,

SG&K 22" Gentlemans Runabout SET3509 £41.00
SS Noggsund Steamship SETMM2057 £39.00
Star Baby SET3295 £111.00

Strathclyde 70 Wee Nip SET2966 £61.00

SV Sunbeam Solar Ferry SETMB2141 £99.00
Thames Lighter SET3552 £39.00

UTE Workboat SETMM2079UTE £63.00
Thames Barge Veronica SET3584 £116.00
Thames Lighter SET3552 £40.00

Tid Tug (T.1.D. Class Tug) SET2447 £98.00
USS Bodega Bay SETMAGM2010 £147.00

tools & clamps, epoxy, aerosols & more

Paddle Tug Lulonga SETMM1465 £55.00
Pilot 40 SETMM1444 £54.00
Pilot Cutter 'Hilda 2' FG DASET003 £148.00
Revive Static Sail SETMM1275 £104.00
Shirley Ann SETMM1422 £46.50 Orca (Flshing Boat)
Smit Nederland Tug SETMM1409 £49.00
St Cervia Thames Tug SETMMS567 £99.00 ) ) o
St Louis Belle Paddle Ship SETMM826 £92.00 2:;":;“2,{';23‘1?t‘:\‘;t;‘ge}!g':ﬁ;?g_gssg’g
Submersible Submarine SETBM1426 £32.00 winning blockbuster film Jaws'.
Thames River Tug Plaudit SETMM1453 £56.50

Plan MAR2463 £13.50

Vosper MTB SETMM2062 £72.00 Tepsak Schooner SETMMO09 SRE00 Laser Cut Wood Pack WP2463 £152.00
Vosper MTB379 SET3505 £117.00 Tyne Lifeboat SETMM1390 £55.00 SAVE: Short Kit SET2463 £148.00
Wild Duck SETMM2127 £121.00 Victoria Steam Launch SETMM1368 £39.50

“We're gonna need a bigger boat!”

H="¢"Nl1] V E%H=V

N/

INCLUDES PLAN & WOOD PACKS WHERE AVAILABLE
(THEY ARE ALSO AVAILABLE INDIVIDUALLY)

INCLUDES PLAN & FG OR ABS HULL

. . All prices exclude P&P/S&H. Prices are subject to change. Units 8 - 12, Willow End Park, Blackmore Park Road
PayPal li Find Facebook ' ' '
VISA E g WWW.SarlkhObbles.com Please check current pricing on website or by phone. E&OE. Welland, Malvern. WR13 6NN. UK
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From extreme detail spraying to maximum coverage, you can

easily find the perfect Iwata airbrush to cover your specific
needs for any project.

Sets, Colours, Washes & Pigments NEW GodHand Modelling Tools

o el
douio SFARMAX [ERATT PARKSTAR,

www.Airbrushes.com 01903 767800 sales@airbrushes.com




If you have a news story for
G these pages, please contact the
M Editor, Lindsey Amrani, via e-mail

' "f LittleLife"
LT

at editor@modelboats.co.uk

Stress saving Christmas shopping

Let’s face it, local shopping centres can get _ #
fairly chaotic during the festive season, so if
you want to save yourself from the stress of

all the hustle and bustle, not to mention the
dreaded queues, why not check out the RNLI’s
online shop at https://shoprnli.org. From

the comfort of your own armchair, you'll be
able to select from a huge selection of cards,
decorations, presents (including some really
reasonably priced stocking fillers), etc, while
at the same time knowing you'll be giving the
gift that keeps on giving by supporting the
RNLI and helping save lives at sea.

From greetings cards to decorations, the RNLI shop has
Christmas all wrapped up!

{JRGANISE YOUR CREW [ { |

miEe T Teaveer 0wy T [ApaEy

| 4 .‘
S|

Grseial iy

= T— ‘1"“_,::

The RNL/ online shop features toys
aplenty, with everything from RNLI bears
to junior binoculars fo choose from.

The RNLI shop features some great budget buys, such as this Organise Your
Crew kifchen whiteboard and neat little RNLI stationery set.

A specially packaged Christmas Edition of
the Sparmax ARISM Mini Kit (Ref. C-AR-
MINI-KIT-XMAS, suitable for beginners
through to professional airbrush users, is
now available and features:
B A Sparmax ARISM Mini Red Compressor
B A Sparmax MAX-3 Airbrush with 0.3mm
nozzle and needle combination
B A Sparmax Cleaning Pot with built in
airbrush holder
B Extra filters (x2) and extra
airbrush holder (x1)
M Plus, free gifts, including a
Cleaning Brush Set, Airbrush o0
Acrylic Colours (x2), Airbrush 7 :
Cleaner (x1) and Christmas
Stencil sheets

The compressor is a
powerful but space saving
and highly portable, and in keeping with its
compact nature also has a built-in airbrush
holder on its handle, while the airbrush
itself features a 0.3mm needle and nozzle
combination capable of everything from
general purpose to fine detail spraying.

Priced at £225 (including
H"ll-.- VAT), customers also have
the reassurance of a two-year
warranty on the compressor
and a five-year warranty on
the airbrush (please note, the
warranties do not cover fluid
needles, nozzles, packing and
o-rings, compressor pistons
and automatic switches, since these parts
need to be replaced occasionally due to
normal wear and tear).

To order, visit www.airbrushes.com or call
01903 767 800.

ID bracelets. The card inserts on which essential contact/
medical info details can be recorded make them perfect
for popping onto tiny wrists while out and about, say, on a
crowded beach or at a busy event.

s _ '}-_ IS  There are even

. . ; da LY i

T N
SN, AR s . legged friends!

BUY THE BOOK

JAMES C. GOODALL

NAUTILUS.TO COLUMBIA

70 YEARS OFTHE US NAVY'S NUCLEAR SUBMARINES

Nautilus to Columbia -
70 years of the US Navy'’s
Nuclear Submarines

Scheduled for release on November 23 by
Osprey Publishing, this new work from author
James C. Goodall covers all of the 220+
submarine hulls built and delivered to the

US Navy, from the USS Nautilus through to
the newest class of submarine, the Columbia
class SSBNs. lllustrated with 1,300 images
from both official and archive sources, as
well as the author’s own personal collection,
some of which have never been published
before, the book, which will be presented

in hardback format, will carry an RRP
(Recommended Retail Price) of £50, although
a 10% discount can currently be claimed
when reserving a copy of the title via www.
ospreypublishing.com Alternatively, pre-

orders can be placed at all good bookstores
by quoting ISBN 9781472856500
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A mind-blowing new kit

OocCre’s
HMS Victory

4

GOTTO
HAVE IT?

Orders are now
being taken at
WWW.occre.com
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A mind-blowing new kit

HMS VICTORY

The tenmatchestits
000 499

n new 1:87 scale kit for HMS Victory
which takes things to a whole new
level is now available from OcCre.
Developed by expert craftsmen for over
two years, and officially licensed by the
National Museum of the Royal Navy, this
limited edition kit (restricted to 999 units
for distribution worldwide), which includes
over 4,000 parts, builds to an astonishingly
accurate portrayal of the world’s oldest
commissioned warship and the
current (nominal) flagship of the
First Sea Lord.

Launched in 1765
and with 245 years
of service as of 2023,
Victory is, of course,
best known for her role as
Lord Nelson’s flagship at the
Battle of Trafalgar on October
21, 1805. After a long and
illustrious career, she was moved
to a dry dock in Portsmouth in 1922,
where she was preserved as a museum \ ‘A SR A
ship and indeed in recent years has N/ B = Wi e RN o
been the subject of a £35m conservation gt P g AR TR B, S
project.

OcCre's beautifully crafted (as can be
evidenced by viewing the manufacturer’s
launch video on YouTube at https://youtube.
com/watch?v=o0LnPReHépfE) and highly
detailed kit includes solid oak frames, keel,
interior longitudinal strips and stand, while
solid mahogany has been used for the bow,
sternpost, rudder blade, ornamentation,
cannon carriages, wheels, stern gallery and
quarter galleries.

1.2 www.modelboats.co.uk December 2023 ¢ Model Boats



The cotton sails supplied have been meticulously hand-
sewn, with bot ropes and dyed and braided threads. Brass
fittings include various aspects of ornamentation, including
to the stern gallery and quarter galleries, as well as cannons,
supports, etc.

Options open to the individual modeller are the
construction of either a shipyard, arsenal or constructional
portrayal of Victory.

To certify the authenticity of the kit's limited edition status,
the brass plaque for the ship’s stand comes engraved with its
own unique serial number. This number is also hand-engraved
on the luxury wooden box in which the kit is packed. As a
further measure of just how special this kit is, every example
comes with an exclusive collector’s coin celebrating the
‘Expert Level’ of skill the build requires.

Instructions come in the form of a perfect bound book that
incorporates 759 step by step photos.

On completion, the resulting model measures in at 1172 mm
in the length, with a height of 785mm and a 406mm beam.

Naturally, all of this doesn’t come cheap, at €1,400!

That said, the museum-quality end result is equally as
breathtaking. @

A mind-blowing new kit

¥ TT L -8 4 2 8
F Y SIS RAAR2ARRACAS

* Sicaffoegonnt
e —
———
"

1. Cares Montero, passionate modeller and loyal OcCre customer for the past 15 years, enjoying a first
up close and personal look at the exquisite new Victory.

2. OcCre’s majestic HMS Victory has been officially licensed and certified by the National Museum

of the Royal Navy. The Director of the NMRN has invited the team at OcCre to visit the museum this
coming January, following which a model built from the splendid new kit will be put on display there.
3. Intricate detail, such as the threads to HMS Victory's bow shown here, abound.

4. The stunningly sculpted ship’s figurehead casting and the sheer quality of the various different
types of wood featured in this kit are truly remarkable.

5. As can be evidenced in this glorious shot showing off the Victory's transom and hull, all of the
materials used in the creation of this kit are absolutely top-notch.

6. Even the ship s display stand, consisting of a solid oak base with ornately designed fish-shaped
mountings, smacks of luxury. Note that the limited edition number (production has been restricted to
Just 999 units for distribution worldwide) of each individual kit is hand engraved both on the stand's
brass plaque and on the premium wooden box in which the kit is packed (see Photo 1). Also included
as part of the package is an exclusive brass plated collector’s coin.

Model Boats ®* December 2023 www.modelboats.co.uk
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Out and about

Showing off this [OM steamer
from a bygone age, the Mona's
Queen, the enthusiasm of the
Sefton Park Model Boat Club

for keeping the history of the
historical link, at least in model

T —— form, between the Northwest and

s ot ey ) AR N the Isle of Man is clear to see.
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BLACKPOOL 2023

Dave Wooley reports back from this year’s show, held at the
Norbreck Castle Hotel over the weekend of October 14/15

he survival of this long-running annual
event, this year held over the weekend
of October 14/15, can perhaps be
attributed to the fact that the show has
sensibly moved with the times and evolved
to encompass not just model boats but
various other sectors of the wider modelling
community.
Organised by the Components Ship and
the Fairhaven Model Boat Club, the show
as once again hosted by the Norbreck Hotel
in Blackpool. Accommodated in hotel'’s
two ballroom areas, the larger was given
over to displays by both individuals and
model boat clubs, several IPMS club stands
and, of course, suppliers, with the smaller
(comparatively speaking, as we're still talking
about a reasonably large space) featuring a
model truck arena, crawlers, scenic railroad
displays, a tank and AFV arena, and a large
D-day diorama.
| am always impressed and amazed by the
standard of the displays and the time and
effort that's clearly been put into them. Each
year exhibitors not only introduce new models
or ones that have not featured previously
but also somehow manage to take a fresh
approach to how their stands are presented.

14
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Tug enthusiasts from Southend Model Boat Club deep in discussion.
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Out and about

A well-presented and thoughtfully composed

lay from St Model Boat Club Le-Superb, which lived up to its name by taking this year's
display from Stevenage :

— — — ‘Best in Rigged and Sail’ award.

p S0 S M
The elevated wheelhouse of a model based on a plan originally drawn by Dave
Metcalf, which featured in Model Boats magazine in the 1990s.

Proving it’s not just a ‘Northern’ event, the Blackpool Model Show is now attracting clubs from
far and wide.

An unusual canal bf;at exhibited on rhjs
Fleetwood Model Boat Club stand.

_—

gr

N
'

5 . A L / t Above and right: The Steam
. Lifeboat Princess Mary

Not 221b Baker Street, official home of Sherlock Holmes, but Holmes's drawing featured on the Lifeboat
room aboard that canal boat, detailed right down to Holmes’ violin. Enthusiast Society's stand.

Model Boats ¢ December 2023 www.modelboats.co.uk 15
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- Tm«ﬁ" N Mmﬁl B oty i | £ . | 1 . This year there was more to take in from

\ N o [ e e N LG ' | the model boating community than ever

o | 1| M—— | [T | _ before, with an impressive 26 model boat
et b [ LR I e BT L "L = At e Le  club stands, nine individual displays and the

T — [ SR ol : : attendance of the Lifeboat Enthusiast Society.

All of this contributed to the continuous

activity on the model boating pool, which as

ever proved to be a hugely popular attraction

and a great asset to the show.

..-.____ — ':—v-p—ﬂjr-.- I_'If.a

Competition

The Blackpool Model Show is one of the
few events for ship and boat modellers that
still invites competition entries and presents
awards. Basically, entries are divided into
categories, based on the type of vessel
modelled — for example, '‘Best Tug’, ‘Best
Pleasure Boat’, ‘Best Kit Build’, ‘Best Semi-
Kit Build’" and ‘Best Scratch Build’, etc, with
judging undertaken by selected exhibiters
at the show. This competition now also

. incorporates other facets of modelling, with
: awards for best tank, truck and construction
model, etc. The ultimate ‘Best in Show’
accolade sees the winner rewarded with

the coveted Tower Trophy, which very much
represents the fact that the show’s original
venue was the venerable Blackpool Tower.

e ——
e

The Royal yacht Britannia in pride of place as part — el
of the Stevenage Model Boat Club display. The Bury Marine Modelling Society’s super stand.

£ 2

Above: Afine 1:96 scale model of the [OM Steam
Packet vessel, Ben-my-Chree, displayed on the
Northwest Scale Model Boat Club stand.

A remarkable fully working 161t long D-Day
pontoon bridge formed part of the Mulberry
harbour display, along with LCMs, frucks,
tanks, equipment and tugs.
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Out and about
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Making its debut on the Northwest Model Shipwrights
stand was this impressive 1:24 scale MIB.
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i
World War Il warship enthusiasts with the Ribble Model Boat club displaying

their 1:96 scale models in the foreground: a modified Black Swan class
sloop HMS Pheasant and the four funnel Town class lend-lease escort HUS

Rockingham —formally USS Swasey.

.‘ =5 —— :
The Scottish Model Warship Association display featured many impressive builds. Shown here in the Below: The Lifeboat Enthusiast Society represented many different types of
foreground is a superbly finished MTB 85 by Brian Cowell, while close by is USCGC Bertholf by Collin Miller. lifeboat, from the late 1900s to the present day, on its stand.

Check out the wonderfully
realistic detailing on this
charming fishing vessel.
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Right: Having
contrast on the water
allowed lighting on
this 1:/2 scale model
of a Flower class

corvette to become
Elegant J-class yacht hulls. visible.
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Out and about
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== The Vale of Glamorgan Model Boat
£ Club earned itself the well-deserved
top spot for the ‘Best Club Stand".

Trade

Despite the economic difficulties we've all
been affected by over the past few years,
the level of participation by the trade has
remained fairly stable. And while admittedly
several familiar faces were notably absent at
this year’s event, their places were filled by a
number of fresh to the scene newcomers.

Bring and Buy

As always, the Bring and Buy section of the
show, housed in a separate room adjacent

Model Boat Club to the passageway IeF;ding to the ethibition

EST. 1997 Ny ballroom, seemed to be proving very popular,

Yp— ~ - = which was good to observe as 100% of the

In attendance at Blackpool, David Jak from Edinburgh, who commission levied is donated to the RNLI

specialises in various types of landing craft from World War 1. and Northwest Air Ambulance.

————

Chris Blaylock from Bury Metro receiving the ‘Bestin
Show’ award from the Component Shop's Natasha Lewis.

=5 T e e, = L Left: It's not often models of French
SR N e e S | 1varships are put on display at Blackpool,

B = - - i so it was good to see this model of the
central battery ship Devastation, circa
1882, a fine example of French naval
design and construction during that
period.

Right: Just some of the fine detailing
that earned this model of the Bluebird of
Chelsea the prestigious ‘Best in Show’
accolade.
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Out and about
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On the water activities continued throughout the day and included lifeboats built and operated by An R/C fishing vessel being demonstrated on Blackpool's dedicated model
members of the Lifeboats Enthusiasts Society. boating pool.
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Arecord £1,575 was raised for the RNLI and Air Ambulance at this year’s show. ~ New to Blackpool this year, the National Forest Nomads, but the faces may well be familiar to many of you.

These ultra-fast power boats from the Kingsbury
Waterpark Model Boats Club would have required a little

Even King Kong got a look in! more space to demonstrate their performances!

— e — e

A concept RNLI inshore hovercraft in action on the pool.

conclusion
| am happy to report that broadening the

scope of a show once solely dedicated to
marine models so that it now takes in a whole
variety of modelling disciplines has certainly
not diminished the input from the model
boating fraternity. Indeed, this has risen by
over 30% in real terms, while at the same
time having raised the profile and reach of
the show, so it's definitely been a win/win
situation.

Bearing in mind, therefore, the increased
level of interest evidenced by this year’s event
and how the Blackpool Model Show is clearly
going from strength to strength, | would
highly recommend that anyone wishing to
exhibit/trade at next year’s show, scheduled
for October 19-20, 2024, gets in touch with
the organisers sooner rather than later in
order to be sure of securing a stand. @

Models of IOM steamers seemed to be popular both on and off the water at this year’s event.

1%
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EXCLUSIVE PRIZE DRAW COURTESY OF BILLING BOATS

ONE OF THREE
GREAT PRIZE
PACKAGES!

This month, courtesy of the always generous crew at Billing
Boats, we've offering you the chance to win one of three great
prize packages. Each of our lucky winners will receive:

*An Excel Deluxe Ship Modellers Set, including:

M K1 Light duty knife B Tweezers

B K2 Medium duty knife M A sanding block & wedge
M K5 Heavy duty knite B A B490 saw blade

B An awl M 4 x assorted gouges

M Pliers M 3 x assorted drills

B A mitre box B 15 x assorted blades
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EXCLUSIVE PRIZE DRAW COURTESY OF BILLING BOATS

d

Contents:

K1 Light Duty Knife

K2 Medium Duty Knife
K5 Heavy Duty Knife
Awl

Plier

Mitre Box

Tweezer

Sanding Block & Wedge
B490 Saw Blade

4 Assorted Gouges

3 Assorted Drills

15 Assorted Blades
L4291 0

9817

EXCEL HOBBY BLADES CORP.
481 Getty Avenue, Paterson, NJ 07503

(973) 278-4000

i —_

_._—

*A small hammer and angle

*A stylish Mercantic insignia adorned blue beanie
(otherwise reserved for the Crew Edition of the
Billing Boats' newly upgraded kit for the MS
Mercantic (more on this kit in a future issue).

WS NERCANTIC ;' ol :'

Designed by Ron Carlucci ﬁdvertising. Inc., West Milford, NJ 201!59?-2572 :

HOW TO ENTER To further explore the Billing Boats range visit,
To be included in the draw, all you need to do is complete the ‘11

entry form included on this page, cut it out (photocopies of the www.bllllngboats.com

form will be acceptable for those of you who do not wish to deface wilf* o P

your magazine) and mail it back to us at: VSN, .| T 4:"'?

BB Tool Kit & Beanie Prize Draw
Model Boats

M M d G - -
it EE Too! Kit & Beanie
M W

i Prize Draw

Lincs LN9 6JR

Name:
Please note, the closing date for entry submissions will be Friday, | |
December 22, 2023. Address:
Good luck, everyonel | |
TERMS & CONDITIONS | |
N.B. For this particular prize draw we can only accept entries from | Postcode: |
those residing in the UK, countries the European Union and North Tel No:
America. The competition closes December 22, 2023. There are no
cash alternatives available. Terms and conditions apply. To view the | Ermail: |
privacy policy of MMG Ltd (publisher of Model Boats) please visit
www.mortons.co.uk/privacy b e e s e e e s e ey e gl
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Creative kit conversion

MISSISSIPPI
MESMERISE

Lionel Broadbent explains how he transformed
the Mantua kit for a Mississippi steamboat into a
unique, all-singing, all-dancing, motorised stunner

often think that one of the ultimate boats

to build is a Mississippi steamboat. There
are many kits on the market, both twin
paddle and rear paddle boats. | searched and
found this one by Mantua. It's a really nice-
looking model, with everything included in
the kit you could ask for. But, me being me,
| soon found myself wondering how | could
make things even more interesting...

Building the (1870)
Mississippi steamboat

Anyone who has built one of these kit boats
will know how the hull cross members are
created by a simple slotting system; effective

I believe that many model boat enthusiasts

and strong. Planking is usually the harder part
but instructions are often given in the manual.
Here is the way | proceeded to build the boat
from hull to skipper’s cabin. One of the more
difficult parts was the vertical planking of the
cabins. Each plank was chamfered down both
edges. This was a long laborious sandpaper
job; you can see the number of planks on
each deck and | actually skinned a finger once
doing this. Talk about giving blood for your
hobby!

The hull planked.
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Creative kit conversion

The lower deck: hull/engine room and storage.

First hull forming.

Second deck: accommodation cabins.
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Third deck: casino.
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Fourth deck: the bridge.

A Mississippi steamboat, of course, has to have a casino”
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Creative kit conversion

Added extras

Now, this is where

| made some
modifications. For
the accommodation
deck | decided to
install a platform. My
cabins would have
beds, wardrobes,
washing sinks, chairs
and people. | scrap built the furniture and
then added a few suitably posed and attired
for the situation figures; some are in bed

and some in a chair reading a book or just
sitting contemplating life, the universe and
everything.

A Mississippi steamboat, of course, has to
have a casino. So, another platform would be
needed, and everything required to set the
scene scratch built. | found suitable images
of roulette and card tables online, reduced
them down, and after printing the tiny
facsimiles stuck them on to their respective
tables. Next came the addition of some
croupiers and card dealer figures. Of course,
a casino has to have a band, so a pianist,
banjo player, double bass, drummer and
drum kit complete with cymbals, were added,
along with an attractive singer. Again, all the
instruments were made from scraps of wood,
wire, etc. The LMB (Lionel’s Mississippi Band)
was ready for requests. They would come Lionel’s Mississippi Band platform mounted. The piano, banjo, drums, double bass and microphone were all built from
later, too! scratch.

The casino platform, with customers and croupiers.
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The joint casino and band platforms layout.

| installed lighting on the second and
third decks; external on the second (the
accommodation deck) and internally on the
third (the casino). The casino deck lighting
can ‘disco’ flash or be a steady clear white.

The main problem | then had to
overcome was how to install the casino and
accommodation decks and still have access
to the bottom deck where the drive and
electrics were situated. After a bit of fiddling
and shaving of panels | eventually overcame
this problem and can now remove each of
the internal platforms and replace them as
necessary (see photographs).

A few passengers are also relaxing, sitting
outside on decks; it does appear though

|
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The underside of the top deck, housing the disco lighting and battery

compartment.
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that the ladies are the ones leaning and
talking to the gentlemen; the gentlemen
obviously paying full attention. What they are
discussing | will leave to your imagination; |
couldn’t possibly comment!

The shaft drive provided with the kit |
tried, but it wasn’t strong enough. | looked
at several drive systems and eventually
settled on using a mechano chain drive to
one side of the paddle. | installed a bell
sound rather than a horn for the Mississippi
steamboat, which | think it is more in
keeping with the style. | also added steam
engine sound unit; this increases in tempo
when the speed on the water increases — it is
very realistic.

R |\

Creative kit conversion

The electrics (left) and drive (right)
installed in the bottom deck.

“So that the
LMB (Lionel’s
Mississippi Band)
can play requests
I installed a micro
MP3 player and
downloaded some
Southern honky-

tonk music, plus
a few of my own
favourites”
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Creative kit conversion
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The skipper at the helm on the top deck.
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The top deck. The model's MP3 Player and speaker

Lionel’s completed Mississippi steamboat.

26 www.modelboats.co.uk December 2023 ¢ Model Boats




The bottom deck has a storage and engine
room. It also has a stable, so | placed four
horses and their hay bales. Likewise, the top
deck had to have a skipper, who you can see
in my photo steering the boat.

So that the LMB can play requests |
installed a micro MP3 player and downloaded
some Southern honky-tonk music, plus a
few of my own favourites; Bobbie Gentry's
M.I.S.S.1.S.S.I.P.P.|l. and others. Music can,
therefore, be played while the ship is on the
water. The MP3 and speaker are fitted under
the skipper's cabin.

Modifications for waterborne operation

The steamboat is rather top-heavy
unfortunately, due to the weight of some
upper structures. The enhancing fixtures and
additional sound and lighting I've added
obviously affect balance, so the following
action is taken before putting the model on
the water...

M Brass and aluminium funnels are replaced
with light balsa wood ones

B The MP3 Player and Solid State speaker is
relocated to the Store (Radio) Room

B The casino lighting batteries and holder are
moved to the engine room

B The casino and band models’ platforms are
removed

B Accommodation and models’ platform are
also removed

Obviously, everything can easily be
changed back again for static display.
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All lights and sounds (casino deck and
accommodation deck lighting, honky-tonk,
river boat bell and steam engine sounds),
however, remain operational while the model
is being sailed.

The boat needs to be fitted with twin
rudder control, plus forward and reverse
paddle wheel drive.
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Paddier-wheeler

crowd pleaser
My Mississippi steamboat gets a lot of

attention when on display at shows,
particularly when | turn on the MP3 player
and point out the casino with its disco lights.
Kids love it, and | think they can see people
dancing. @

Steamboat specifications

42in/107cm

18.5in/50cm
keel to top of funnels
Model width: 9.25in/23.5cm
Static model weight: 12.71b/5.7kg
Modified weight reduction: 2.2|b/1kg
Floating model weight: 10.5lb/ 4.7kg
Hull depth: 75mm

Model length:
Model height:

Fully floating she has a freeboard of
20mm, giving her a draught of 55mm.

She's a true flat-bottomed Mississippi
rear-paddl|e steamboat!




Big, bold and brave

With only one previous

scratch build under his belt,
Chris Wood fearlessly takes
on another massive project....

ll’thfnk my next model will be a 1:8 scale

lifeboat”, | said to my wife, Emma. “Hmm,

OK...” She didn’t sound overly convinced.
In fairness though, 1'd only begun scratch building
18 months prior to this while furloughed from work
during the pandemic. In my teens |'d been into R/C
cars and aircraft, and I’d built the odd Airfix kit, but
this was an altogether different and more complex
modelling discipline. My first ever scratch built
project, prompted by time on my hands during
the 2020 lockdown, had been the Svitzer Milford
Haven. | used plywood for most of this boat, due
to the fact it's easy to cut and shape using basic
tools, and, as | was working from pictures found
on the internet, | made a cardboard man to aid
with scaling. | bought components like lights and
thruster units but made many of the other parts
simply from what | could scavenge from the garage
and garden shed.

L | GENyye
| Ay wé"ﬁ

It almost beggars’ belief that this S w’_fzer fug, the
Milford Haven, was the result of Chris's first ever
attempt at scratch building a model boat.
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Chris Wood with his nearing completion /1t (1:8 scale) model of the RNLI Severn class lifeboat, the Christopher Pearce.
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Big, bold and brave

Having pushed myself beyond my comfort
zone and achieved both my end goal and
a real sense of satisfaction, it wasn't long
before | began considering what to build
next. As mentioned at the beginning of this
article, | decided on a lifeboat, a Severn class
lifeboat to be precise. Although admittedly
ambitious, | liked the idea of making
everything from scratch, including the Rib
launch and crane. | did, however, buy an
Airfix 1:72 scale RNLI Severn class lifeboat kit
as a reference point from which | could figure
out the hull shape. After doing the maths.
| scaled up and drew my own much, much
larger hull sections and keel onto plywood
sheets before cutting them out.

An epic build begins

As | began dry fitting the frames to the keel

it started to dawn on me what a monster of a
build this was going to be. At this point, even
family and friends raised their eyebrows and
asked "Why?"”. Well, why not!

Once happy with the frame positions on
the keel, | cut the deck supports and glued
them to the frame sections. | then made a
second jig so | could invert the hull frames,
thereby allowing me to attach the keel;
this ensured nothing would move out of
alignment while | was attaching the plywood
sheeting to the ribs. Plenty of glue was used,
and | invested in a compressor, a staple
gun and lots of clamps. Where the timber
curved to the bow, | temporarily screwed on
the sheeting. The curved section where the
propellers sit was fashioned from thin strips
of ply, glued on and later filled, along with
the low spots and imperfections, followed by
plenty of sanding.

The hull frames for Chris's Severn class
lifeboat clamped to the keel.

Fitting plywood sheeting to the hull frames.

As I began dry fitting the frames to the keel it started to dawn on me
what a monster of a build this was going to be”

After removing the hull from the jig and
turning it the right way up again, work
commenced on fitting the decking using the
same method, along with making the steps
in the hull at the stern and the centre section
which the cabin would sit over. | also added
fibreglass sheeting to reinforce the hull where
the motors would sit. After many hours of
sanding and filling the hull, | was happy and
ready to proceed with the construction of the
cabin.

Creating the cabin and flying
bridge

| started off with the two side pieces, carefully
cutting and shaping them to sit on the deck.

| then marked out the openings and outlined

the shape of the cabin. Next, | glued cross
supports in place and started building the
rear section of the cabin. Once the rear
section was glued, | was the able to add

the roof section and the flying bridge. A lot
of work was involved in getting the angles
correct and keeping everything level and
plumb. At times it was slow going, as | had
to wait for the glue to dry before proceeding
further.

A few weeks |later, most of the plywood
work had been done, and | was able to create
the flying bridge console area from Plasticard
and use some plastic tubing for the gantry
over it.

| fitted some brass strips around the flying
bridge and used a punch to create the

“This ensured meant nothing would move out of alignment while I was attaching the

Starting to fit the decking.
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plywood sheeting to the ribs”

Assembly of the cabin in situ on the hull.
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Above: The front hatch assembled.

Right: The crane under construction.

“The front hatch hinges were made from scrap metal and m—— —
) ; The front
here I had to learn how to silver solder, so a few failed to B o

attached.

make the grade and had to be scrapped, but I was learning”

effect of bolts around the windows. | used the weight down. | was still
Plasticard, again, to make the front hatch, the learning how to silver solder,
hatch surrounds, hatches and pates. The front so in between working on the
hatch hinges were made from scrap metal crane | was also making more
and here | had to learn how to silver solder, hinges for the cabin hatches.
so a few failed to make the grade and had to Probably the biggest
be scrapped, but | was learning. challenge | encountered was
With the front hatch complete | was getting the window frames
ready to start painting. As a practice run, | right. On the real boat they
trialled the orange | had selected on some are impressive and replicating
of the smaller items first. Then, as it was them was a struggle. | was
February and still very cold outside, | left determined not to 3D-print or
the cabin and hull for the time being and outsource, so | persevered and
turned my attention to the crane. As | have finally figured out a method
a small metal lathe, | decided to make this that worked. Basically, this
and the hydraulic cylinders from metal. My involved gluing the frame to the Perspex cabin with minute screws. | rejected more
initial attempt at a crane turned out to be before shaping and drilling, masking the windows than | used and fitting them was an
very heavy, though, so | scrapped it off and window and spraying the outer silver trim, uphill battle too, but ultimately well worth
made began again, using aluminium to keep drilling out the surround and screwing to the the effort.

Work in progress on the window frames. The cabin painted and drying in the sunshine.
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Big, bold and brave

Flying bridge flooring came courtesy of coffee stirrers.

l-"..‘. f_‘--

Fitting the aluminium panels to the port side.

By April the weather had warmed up
enough to start working outdoors so | began
prepping the cabin for painting by sanding
and filling. | also primed the hull, but to give
myself sufficient room to work, | stored this
away in the shed so | could first concentrate
on the cabin.

Painting the cabin was a big job. | bought
so many tins of Volkswagen Orange from

“Probably the biggest challenge I encountered was getting
the window frames right”

4

The cabin, now really starting to come to life, sat on the hull.
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Halfords that they kindly gave me a trade
card! Once this orange had been applied
and allowed to harden, the blue was applied.
Finally, the whole lot was given a few coats of
clear lacquer to seal. | was now ready to start
assembling.

The hatches and front window frames
were fitted first (the tiny screws making this
a very time-consuming job) and | also started
fabrication of the wiper boxes and began
construction of the gantry. | also made a start
on the flying bridge and crafted a steering
wheel and other smaller items. Due to the
cabin being so big | could have worked on
different areas simultaneously and made a
lot more progress, but at this stage | tried to
focus on the front only so | wouldn't become
overwhelmed by how much work there was
to be done.

| used brass strip soldered together to
create the window frames for the flying
bridge, and | drilled Tmm holes into these
so I'd be able to fit tiny nuts and bolts that
would secure the windows. | also made
handrails from metal rod bent at either end,
and glued tiny nuts to the inside of the flying
bridge, plus | fitted some panels and drilled
out and glued silver pins to represent bolts.
| really went to town with the detail on the
flying bridge and enjoyed getting creative.
For example, | made the spotlight from an
old electric motor casing and some scrap
brass | had to hand, while the floor was
created using coffee stirrers (regularly swiped
from our local Costa by the dozen whenever
my wife and | popped in for coffee and cake!).

The side panels/plates were made from
aluminium door push plates (the width being
just about spot on), which | found could be
cut using a sharp Stanley knife. The panels
proved very time consuming to make and
a few failed. | seemed to spend a lifetime
drilling all the holes out for the stainless-steel
pins, but they painted up beautifully.

Again, in between fitting panels | began
fabricating other items, like the two frames
for the sides of the cabin and some of the
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A starboard view showing early work on Chris's scratch-built crane.

handrails. | then continued along the port
side working towards the rear of the cabin.
The steps to the flying bridge were made
from scrap aluminium, along with some more
panels too, so every few days | could batch
spray. The light units were fabricated from
bits of plastic and, likewise, pins and fittings
from scrap brass. | even made padlock and
locker handles (from filed down nails).

Once the decals I'd ordered arrived and
I"d applied them to the port side, the cabin
looked amazing. All the hard work and
endless days spent drilling, screwing and
gluing pins had paid off. This gave me the
boost | needed to keep going. The orange
and blue starboard side still nothing had
fitted, so it was time to start the process all
over again...

Constructing the crane

The starboard side features a crane, which,
as previously mentioned, I'd already made
a start on. |I'd built the shoulder but still had
the rest to tackle. So, | ordered some more
aluminium push plates and plenty of Stanley

blades and began construction. A fair bit of
tweaking was required to get things square
and ensure each hole was in the right place.
| made my own hydraulic rams, too. In fact,
| enjoyed working on the crane so much this
actually became my sole focus for a good
couple of weeks.

Getting back to the side panels, etc, | was
able to paint these at the same time as the
crane.

How and Y
With the starboard side complete and the
crane fitted, my attention turned to the Y
boat at the rear of the flying bridge. Having
first built a successful test trial prototype,
a plastic waste pipe was cut at angles and
superglued, while the floor came courtesy
of some scrap plywood. The finished Y boat
really looks the part, especially now painted.
The stand it sits on was built from some scrap
aluminium.

| also used some scrap metal and brass

cylinder for the creation of the bow and stern
bollards.

“l bought so many tins of Volkswagen Orange from Halfords that they
kindly gave me a trade card!”
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The Y boat under construction and sat on the upper deck.

“I really went to town with the
detail on the flying bridge and
enjoyed getting creative”

The neatly crafted lid to one of the
lockers on the hull’s decks.

It was now time to bring the hull back into
the garage and get the deck sanded and
primed and the cabin back on so | could work
on both. | cut out the port and starboard
lockers in the deck and using aluminium
made the doors. A bit of scrap aluminium and
off-cuts of metal wire were used for the cut
out and recessed locker handles.

| made more aluminium panels for the
rear of the cabin, and | had to cut a locker
opening out under the crane; this was not
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Y boat detailing complete. -
y

As an added bonus, this tested my smoke alarm out, too!”

The rear decking with anti-slip texturing applied.
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easy to get to, but where there’s a will,
there's a way, and | used my Dremel with

a tile cutting disc. As an added bonus, this
tested my smoke alarm out, too!

The next stage was to add the finer detail.
The Y boat was given some grab handles
and | made the oars from paintbrushes and
scrap aluminium. The outboard motor was
made from plywood and aluminium, while
the towing rope spindle came from my wife's
sewing kit.

As the weather was nice, | took the hull
into the garden and polyester coated it
both inside and out. To get the textured
effect on the deck | used polyester resin
with some grey pigment added, dusted over
with aluminium oxide powder, the excess
being brushed off once dry. | used the same
process on the flying bridge.

With the cabin back on the hull, | returned
to detailing. | made a control panel for the
crane from some wood and scrap plastic. |
used round nails to represent the buttons on
the panel, and they actually look impressively
realistic now painted.

The life raft boxes | made from plywood
frames and plenty of filler, with the cradles
they sit on being made from aluminium. |
used blue ribbon for the webbing and made
the D rings from some wire.

The handrails were next on the list, so |
went to our local wire supplier and guessed
at how much | would need. | paid about £30
and hoped | would have some left over when
the model was finished.

The handrail wire was bent in a vice, and it
didn’t prove too difficult to follow the cabin
and get the shape right. The hardest part
was keeping the pieces aligned to solder and
| made some mistakes, so had some reject
pieces. These, however, | was able to cut
up and use for smaller pieces. | also looked
at the gantry | had made earlier. | wanted
a metal mast as it would be stronger for all
the detail | planned to add. | overheated
the first one | made, though, and the brass
melted, so | had to scrap it off. With its once
bitten, twice shy replacement, | welded the
baseplate and soldered the rest, and it all
worked well. | also finished off the cabin
handrails.

With the handrails painted and fitted | was
able to start painting the gantry and mast,
and to begin building the radar unit. For
the latter | used an old servo and built the
unit and scanner from plastic. | wanted the
scanner to turn, and by varying the voltage it
does so very realistically.

| made conduit from stretched springs
inserted into heat shrink tubing, which |
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Above: The rear cabin with crane control panel.

gently warmed up. | added some wiring
too, so | could fit some lights to the mast.
The weathervane | scratch built, adding as
much detail as | could. The blue flashing
light, flood lights, aerials and radar scanner
all work, and the weathervane even spins in
the wind.

For the cabin sides | made navigation
light boxes, which light up green/red. All the
wiring was fed into the cabin and connected
to a distribution board, with switches fitted
at the rear of the cabin.

| then put the cabin to one side so | could
continue work on the hull. Having purchased
two wheelchair motors, | made a cradle for
these from metal and fitted them into the
hull. Next, | cut out a hole at the bow for the
bow thruster. The pipework was made from
plastic waste pipe joints and glued into the
hull, with filler added around the inlet/outlet
holes, which | sanded back but left slightly
raised.

The gantry with mast added.
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Starting to fit the rubber fender
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to the starboard side.
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The inverted hull drying after wet sanding and a final coat of polyester resin having been applied.

“This epic, but surprisingly relaxing — almost therapeutic, task
involved three months of relentless sanding and filling”

Following this, | fabricated the engine
cooling tubes, along with the hydraulic pipe
box. The pipe box was made from scrap
metal. For the cooling tubes | used copper
pipe fittings, with covers made from brass.
| also made up the trim tabs from brass and
metal. The two smaller keels were made
from 10mm steel. | needed the keels to be
solid and strong as my idea was the model
would be slotted into a simple stand. These
were drilled and threaded so that they could
eventually be bolted into the hull.

| then made a trolley and inverted the hull
so | could wheel it outside to prep ahead of
sealing it with polyester resin; this epic, but
surprisingly relaxing — almost therapeutic,
task involved three months of relentless
sanding and filling. Naturally, | had to wait
for a guaranteed spell of dry weather before
applying the resin, which I'd thinned by 20%
with acetone, using a brush. This soaked
into the wood really well and, as the hull was
out in the sunshine, dried fast too, so | was
able to apply three thinned coats in one day.
Following this, | added three more coats
without thinning, and, once dry, wet sanded
to get the hull really smooth.

Happy with the result, the next mammoth
task was painting. | covered the entire garage
in polythene and coated the entire hull in red
Hammerite paint (smooth). This was done on
the hottest day of the year, so the paint dried
really quickly, although [ still left it a week
to fully harden before masking off so | could
apply the blue paint.

| was finally able to slot the hull into its new

stand and put the cabin back on so | could
attach the rubber fender around the hull.

Once |I'd added the exhausts and hydraulic
box to the stern, my attention turned to
making the handrails. | purchased about
30 meters of 5mm steel rod and spent the
next few weeks cutting and bending, then
soldering up. The stern rail has a rope guide
in the middle and this piece had me head
scratching, as it was hard to figure how to
make this. In the end, though, it turned out
great. | cut some brass strips and soldered
these up, too. The stantions were made
from the same 5mm metal, with a Tmm hole
drilled in the middle and wood beads added.
Having completed all of these, | painted them
up and attached them to the hull. The rail
attached to the front cabin is detachable to
aid removal of the cabin.

| then began work on with deck fittings,
etc. The bollards | made from metal and
soldered up, like the handrails, and the V
bollards were fabricated from plastic out of
the off-cut bin before being painted with
metallic silver and clear coated.

Likewise, the anchors were made from
scrap metal and soldered up, while the
anchor station was constructed from the
plastic and metal off-cuts, as were most of
the other fittings.

Nearing completion
At the time of writing, | still have the

propellors to make. I've saved this task
for last, as | think it will be a long complex
process. In the meantime, | am still
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continually adding to the detail and touching
up the paintwork. After just over three years

of building, | now envisage this model will be
fully finished by early 2024.

Crew support
Building her has been a very steep learning _ e
: o e
(:T:Jrveﬁfbut I c‘;fe had great support, bpth from vl _. | P L -; ‘%ﬁﬁ%{ H
y wife and the crew from the Christopher | YD Vs i S f,__,,-’ﬂf‘;ff;fff .
Pearce, who contacted me after seeing | was WEEs B L4 O e T ;,gg// '
attempting to build their boat. i | v | &

‘Cardboard man’ blog

| began a Facebook build blog from day one,
and have now uploaded hundreds of photos,
so if you'd like to see more of the building
work in progress and also the completion of
the boat, search ‘Cardboard Man Model Boat
Building'.
Cardboard Man? Well, | thought | should I S R R e N
give a nod to the 1:8 scale cardboard man e S ke S xi‘*{@; N
| use now and again to check what | am — ' el N ol :
making looks to be the correct scale. Making the stantions. The V bollards made and painted.

i

“Building her has been a very steep learning curve but I've had great support, both from my wife and the crew
from the Christopher Pearce, who contacted me after seeing I was attempting to build their boat”
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Looking for gifts for
- friends and family,
or just wanting to treat yourself?
Well search no more! A magazine
is the perfect pressie for loved ones
(or even to yourself). Not only that,
subscribe to Model Boats foroneyear f = §
and we'll send you a free tshirt £}

Get your
subscription

If you enjoved this issue,
subscribe or renew for
ONE YEAR

from just £50

and claim your
FREE GIFT

Visit www.classicmagazines.co.uk/xmasmbo
or call 01507 529529 and quote XMASMBO

TERMS & CONDITIONS: Rates are hased on UK orders only -
for overseas please visit: www.classicmagazines.co.uk/mbo-overseas.
Subscriptions will start with the issue selected at the basket. Offer
closes 31/01/2024. Full year subscription gifts are available while
stocks last. Full terms and conditions can be found at
www.classicmagazines.co.uk/terms Any gifts are for UK orders only
and will not be mailed out until December 2023.
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Your guide to buying, running

and owning a classic. Broad

minded with a practical twist.
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and expert opinion.
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Enthusiast-led content, news,
in-depth expert features and
outstanding imagery.

Real bikes. Real riders.
Real rebuilds. Real Rides.
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EXCLUSIVE PRIZE DRAW

AN AIRFIX 1:700
SCALE RMS
TITANIC GIFT SET
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This month, courtesy the kind As well as the 1:700 scale plastic =~ Carrying an RRP (Recommended
folks at Airfix and Richard Leon kit (consisting of 141 parts), Retail Price) of £35.99, this kit is
PR, we're able to offer you the also included within the box designated a Level 2 build and
chance to win a fabulous Gift will be a tube of poly cement, is therefore suitable for both

Set (Ref. A50164A) from the acrylic paints, two brushes intermediate modellers and

Airfix RMS Titanic range. angeasy to apply decals. confident/assisted beginners.
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Set includes 1

B Acrylic paints
k 2 Brughes
1 Paly Cement
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EXCLUSIVE PRIZE DRAW

Other options in the Airfix RMS Titanic range

If you're looking for gifts to encourage youngsters/newcomers >
to the hobby this Christmas, also included in the Airfix Titanic @ SETIHUDES Z Humbrol b starter
\\i-::/ Fl'ILT(li'I[H T PAIHT ERISHES = & ACEFLIC PAINTS

range is the 1:1000 scale, 74-part, RMS Titanic Starter Set (Ref.
AA55314), which carries an RRP of £24.99. =

Likewise, if you've got any friends/family members who
simply love jigsaw puzzles, why not treat them to this

1,000-piece Airfix Jigsaw Puzzle (HVCAX0004), priced at
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Perfect for newcomers to the hobby, the Airfix RMS Titanic Starter Set.
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Finally, for those of you looking for something more challenging
to treat yourself to, a Gift Set featuring a larger 1:400 scale/381-
part version of this iconic White Star Olympic class passenger
liner, carrying an RRP of £69.99, also features within the Airfix RMS
Titanic range (Ref. AS0146A).

For those looking for
more of a modelling
challenge, the
considerably larger
1:400 scale/381-
part RMS Titanic

kit builds to a very
Impressive display
piece indeed.

:
:fg
‘{-.
‘,‘;
£
g
’
@
:
=
Z
7

B LSV N

4ﬂ¢m;‘253113.9in. 1000 b+

For friends/family members who love nothing better than working on a good
Jigsaw puzzle, why not treat them to this 1,000-piecer from Airfix this festive
seasoi.

HOW TO ENTER

To be included in the draw, all you need to do is complete the entry

form included on this page, cut it out (photocopies of the form will be Ai rfix 1 :700 scale

acceptable for those of you who do not wish to deface your magazine)

and mail it back to us at: RMS Titanic Prize Draw

Airfix Titanic Prize Draw
Model Boats

Mortons Media Group Name:
Media Centre |

Morton Way Address:
Horncastle | |
Lincs LN9 6JR

Please note, the closing date for entry submissions will be Friday, | |
December 22, 2023.
Good luck, everyone! | |

TERMS & CONDITIONS Postcode: |

N.B. For this prize draw we can only accept entries from those residing Tel No:

in the UK. The competition closes December 22, 2023. There are no

cash alternatives available. Terms and conditions apply. To view the | Ernail: |
privacy policy of MMG Ltd (publisher of Model Boats) please visit www.

mortons.co.uk/privacy By e oy e Desed; e e Gmml  Reey  Deses; ety el
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Get 20% oft a selection of aviation and railway reads from Mortons Books

‘FLASH?20’ for 20% off

Use code ‘FLASH20’ at the checkout
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Plan Tracing, CNC & Laser cutting service

SLEC Ltd—Units 8-10 Norwich Road Industrial Estate, Watton Norfolk IP25 6DR

Tel: +44 (0)1953 885279 Email : sales@slecuk.com www.slecuk.com

AN ER16 INDEXER
s A dasign for compact milling machines from Bernard Towers
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John Parker tells the story of this innovative, fast and incredibly opulent French
ocean liner, and considers the options open to those wishing to model her

espite her short and ultimately

tragic career, the SS Normandie

can lay claim to being the greatest
liner ever built. She was large and she was
fast, taking the Blue Riband for the fastest
Atlantic crossing on her maiden voyage; her
design was innovative, even revolutionary;
her interior appointments have never been
surpassed; and she continues to influence
designers today. Yet this French liner was
never as popular with passengers as her
contemporary rival the Queen Mary and
was memorably described by the American

writer John Maxtone-Graham as “unrealistic,
impractical, uneconomical and magnificent”.

conception
Work began on the new flagship for the

Compagnie Generale Transatlantique, or
CGT, line in January 1931 at the shipyard of

“She was large, and she was fast, taking the Blue Riband for the fastest

Atlantic crossing on her maiden voyage; her design was innovative,

Chantiers de Penhoet, Saint Nazaire, France
under the designation T-6. By the time of
her launch on October 29, 1932, she had
been named Normandie (without the usual
pronoun ‘le’ or la’ to designate gender). It
was not a propitious time for launching a
luxury liner, as the world was still recovering
from the Great Depression brought on by
the stock market crash of 1929 and most of
the 200,000 spectators that had gathered
to witness her launch could only dream of
being able to afford a ticket to travel on her.
National pride was at stake however, and
the ship was completed with the help of a
government subsidy by May 1935. Changes
to laws by this time limited immigration to
the USA, a traditional source of revenue for
shipping lines, and the hope was to attract
affluent American travellers seeking to
escape Prohibition in the USA.

even revolutionary; her interior appointments have never been

surpassed; and she continues to influence designers today”
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Viadimir Yourkevich, the Russian naval architect credited

for the more advanced hydrodynamic design of the
Normandie's hull, inspects a model of the magnificent
liner. Image courtesy of Wikipedia.
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Normandie in profile. Image courtesy of Wikipedia.
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Right: From Ocean Greyhounds — a series of cigarette
cards issued in 1938.

To this end the ship was designed to offer
the ultimate in luxury for her 848 first class
passengers, showcasing the best of French

décor and cuisine. Her main dining room was T e Y e T i T I e

. . - i o - : e ' — P——— e _‘--_-;I_:__--u % _‘,.
93 metres long and three stories high, longer . N e e s . i
than the Hall of Mirrors at Versailles which S.S. ""NORMANDIE **

it inevitably drew comparisons with, and
the largest room of any ship. This was made |
possible by one of the innovations adopted
in the design of the hull: the uptakes for the
boilers, which normally would be a major
obstruction on the centreline of the hull, were
split and carried up each side before joining
again to exit at the funnels. Her propulsion
too, broke new ground, for the Normandie
adopted a turbo-electric system and remains |
to this day the largest example of such a
powerplant ever used in a liner.
In a turbo-electric power plant, the main
turbines are not coupled to the propellers
but instead drive large generators which
supply their power to electric motors to
drive the propellers. Such an arrangement,
despite its greater complication, offers a
number of advantages. The weight of the
plant can be spread around the bottom
of the hull since it is not needed to be in |
line with the propeller shafts; the heavy
reduction gearing required for direct drive
Is not necessary, eliminating a source of
noise and vibration; full power in reverse is
available for manoeuvring; and symmetrical
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| TSNS S.S. ''NORMANDIE"—GRAND SALON

propulsion with all four propellers is available Entry into service having calculated her average speed to be
even with one turbogenerator taken off-line Claims that the Normandie would attempt a winning 29.8 knots. So began a period of
for maintenance. The four turbo-electric to take the Blue Riband away from the intense rivalry with the Queen Mary, which
generators and four electric motors in the Queen Mary on her maiden transatlantic saw the Blue Riband accolade pass from ship
Normandie provided a total of 160,000 crossing on May 29, 1935, were strenuously to ship until the outbreak of World War Il.
horsepower to drive the four propellers, denied, but the truth came out when the Normandie’s entry into service did
achieving a maximum speed of 32.125 knots ship began streaming a huge blue banner reveal some problems. Most serious was

on trial. as she approached New York harbour, the degree of vibration which could be

felt throughout the ship and made the
rear cabins uninhabitable — passengers
had to be relocated forward during the
maiden voyage. This was particularly
ironic since turbo-electric drive had been
G T adopted principally to minimise vibration.
R The stern of the ship was extensively
: i strengthened to alleviate the problem,
while the three-bladed propellers were
increasingly suspected to be the principal
cause. Eventually it was decided to cast
i = i and fit new four-blade propellers, and trials
: W'f’*“'"*:” T el showed this had indeed been the cause of
I Cp e SRR TSI the original problem. But all was not yet
A fo plain sailing. After the trials, a diver was
sent down to inspect the propellers. He
reported back that, yes, all three propellers
were in good condition! So, they had lost
one of the propellers, which was now on
the bottom of the ocean, and there was no
spare. The ship had to be fitted with two
three-blade propellers and two four-blade
ones until a replacement four-blader could
Can you spot the mistake on this colourised postcard? (See text!) be made.

138 S. §. NORMANDIE
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The wreck of the Lafayette at New York,
1943. Image courtesy of Wikipedia.

Another puzzling issue was ultimately
traced to the behaviour of the turbo-electric
propulsion. Approaching her destination at
the end of an Atlantic crossing, the ship’s
engines would sometimes cut out and the
ship would lose way. There seemed to be no
rational cause, until it was realised that on
encountering shallower water, the loading
of the propellers was adversely affected by
wave interference from the seabed, tripping
the circuit breakers that were designed
to protect the motors from overload.
Overcoming this simply required a change in
operating procedure.

Advanced hull design

The Normandie achieved a level of
performance on 160,000 horsepower that the
similar sized Queen Mary needed 200,000
horsepower to equal. This was credited to
the more advanced hydrodynamic design

of the hull, the work of the Russian naval
architect Vladimir Yourkevitch, who had

fled his homeland for France following

the Russian revolution and taken a job in

a Renault factory. The hull is said in some
sources to have a pear-shaped cross section,
which makes no sense to me, but photos

of the ship being launched clearly show the
bulged forefoot, which improved the flow
around the wide midsection of the hull and
thereby reduced drag. Noticeable too is

the curved clipper bow at a time when a
straight near-upright bow was the norm. The
Normandie left a calmer wake than similar
vessels and ‘crashed’ less through waves.
Design innovation was carried through to
the upper works. Instead of a deck festooned
with winches, anchor chains, ventilators
and all the other paraphernalia of ship

The Normandie-inspired architecture of the Normandie Hotel, Puerto Rico. Image courtesy of Wikipedia.
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“The Normandie achieved
a level of performance on
160,000 horsepower that the
similar sized Queen Mary
needed 200,000 horsepower to
equal”
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The cover of John Maxstone-Graham's book on the Normandie.

operation, these were hidden away within
the superstructure or under the characteristic
curving turtledeck that gave the Normandie
her unmistakable appearance when viewed
head-on. This left more of the deck space for
passenger amenities and resulted in a much
cleaner appearance. The third funnel was a
dummy, there purely for aesthetic reasons, to
provide a more balanced profile. It housed
the air conditioning plant and 22 dog
kennels. Unaware of this (and the discomfort
it would cause to the dogs), artists tended to
depict the ship with smoke billowing from all
three funnels.

| “Slikroriots

ransatlantyk - transatlantic liner

JSC
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Package artwork for JSC’s 1:250 card kit of the Normandie.
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Another photograph of the late Nigel Allom’s stunning large-scale model of the Normandie out on the
water — the first appearing on the introductory page to this feature.

A welder’s torch set fire to the hundreds of kapok life
preservers that had been carelessly stacked in the First-Class

lounge. Within minutes the fire took hold...”

A sad ending

After five years of service, the Normandie
found herself in New York Harbor in 1939
when World War Il broke out. Unable to
return to France, she was interned by the
American government, transferred to the

US Navy and in late 1941 slated for rapid
conversion into a troop carrier, the Lafayette.
Stripped of her elaborate décor and fittings
and with her sophisticated fire warning
system deactivated, a welder’s torch set fire
to the hundreds of kapok life preservers that
had been carelessly stacked in the First-Class
lounge. Within minutes the fire took hold,
and with a hapless fire department pumping
thousands of gallons of water into the
ship she soon began to list. Adding to
the tragedy of the scene was the fact
that Yourkevitch himself was at New York
Harbor at the time, and pleaded for the
sea cocks to be opened so that the ship
could settle level on the bottom of the
harbour. His pleas were ignored and by
the next morning the once magnificent
Normandie was a burnt-out capsized

hulk, to be eventually sold for scrap in
1946.

Modelling the Normandie
Mixed media kits of the Normandie

| are available from OldModelKits

| (https://www.oldmodelkits.com/ss-
normandie-ocean-liner-model-kit.php)
to 1:350 scale and BlueRidgeModels
(https://www.blueridgemodels.com/
brm_product/1-700-blue-ridge-models-
ss-normandie-uss-lafayette-model-kit/)
to 1:700 scale. JSC produces a 1:250
scale card kit, another, unbranded, is
available from China at 1:400 scale, and
there may be others. 3D printer files are

NORMANDTE

1 /1250 PRINTABLE SCALE MODEL
FULL HULL & WATERLINE VERSIONS

A choice of 3D printer file kits are available from Cults
(https://cults3d.com/en/search?q=Normandie)

available from Cults (https://cults3d.com/en/
search?g=Normandie) and scratch builders
are directed to a 1:200 two-sheet plan listed
as available from the French MRB magazine
(https://boutique.mrb-magazine.com/521-
normandie.html).

| consider myself privileged to have
witnessed the launch of the late Nigel
Allom’s large scale model of the Normandie
at Patterson Lakes here in Melbourne some
years ago. This involved the hull moving
down a slipway to the tune of the Marseillaise
and a rendition (in English) of the speech
given on the occasion of the full-size launch
ceremony in 1932. The superstructure was
then quickly fitted, and the model sailed
stately off on her maiden voyage. Serving
as fitting memorial to this magnificent liner,
photographs of the model could quite easily
be mistaken for the real thing. ®

“I consider myself privileged to have witnessed the launch of the

late Nigel Allom’s large scale model of the Normandie”
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River launch build
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River launch build
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River launch build

f, like me, you're a Daphne du Maurier fan
and familiar with her novel Frenchman’s
Creek, you may, considering the title of
this article, be expecting a pirate ship build.
If so, sorry to disappoint. Despite having
no actual association with the book, | just
couldn’t resist adopting La Mouette (the
Seagull) as the name for this particular build,
based on Orion Mouldings’ superb fibreglass
‘'wood effect’ river launch hull (see Photo 1).
| was immediately excited about putting
Orion’s hull to good use, because, as can be
evidenced in my close-up (see Photo 2) the
wood effect really is most convincing.
Measuring 35 inches long, with a beam
of 10 inches, | found this hull to be ideally
suited to steam propulsion, but it could just
as easily employ an electric motor as its
source of power. In either case, much of the
construction would follow the same build
pattern.
As I'd elected for steam power, | decided
to use one of the Clevedon Steam vertical
steam plants; the beauty of these is that they
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“I found this hull to be ideally
suited to steam propulsion, but
it could just as easily employ an

electric motor as its source of

power”

can be swapped over between models in a
matter of minutes — although personally | like
to put a new plant in each model. Anyway,

if, like me, you do decide to purchase a new
steam plant from Clevedon Steam for the
purpose of this build, the one to go for is the
Virgo vertical steam plant, which includes the
engine.

Fitting out the hull
| should point out that the Orion hull

does not come with any instructions or
plans. Looking at this from a glass half full
perspective, though, what this means is that
the simplicity or complexity of your build will
be entirely up to you.

Before getting started on the build itself, |
first constructed a cradle to support the hull
while working on it. This was made up from
9mm birch faced plywood.

| then thoroughly washed, dried and then
wiped over the hull over with a meths soaked
cloth. This may not actually have been
necessary, but the idea was that, hopefully, all
releasing agent would be removed (I steered
clear using bathroom cleaner for fear of
scratching the wonderful wood effect finish).

The inside of this hull is finished in black,
which, of course, if wishing to simplify
the build could be left as is, or, if you're
prepared to go the extra mile, painted in an
appropriate colour. However, to make things
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more difficult for myself, | decided to mimic
the external planking with wooden strips
inside of the hull.

For this inner planking | used 1.6 mm birch
faced plywood, cut into 20 mm strips, with
the edges carefully sanded down to remove
any possible splinters. | wasn’t quite sure
which adhesive to use to secure these planks
to the hull, but in the end opted to use epoxy
resin (5-minute). | fully expected I'd need a
couple tubes of this, but the reality was the
job took four!

Fitting the first few planks proved easy, the
plywood easily bending to the inner curves
of the hull (see Photo 3). It did however,
become increasingly difficult to form the
planks the deeper they went into the launch.
Indeed, because the clamps wouldn't reach
into the full depth of the hull, wooden
extensions had to be made to hold strips in
place (Photo 4). But, while not perfect, | was
pleased with the end result (see Photo 5).

| knew making the ribs would prove tricky,
as these had to follow the contour of the
inner wood-clad hull. | experimented using
strips of .8 mm plywood cut across the grain.
Each strip was 6mm wide, and three strips
made up the full thickness of the rib. To see
how effective this would be, the strips were
glued together with aliphatic resin and taped
around a tin of a similar diameter to that
required (see Photo 6).

The finished ribs were amazingly strong,
but were, of course, the wrong contour. The
method | had to employ therefore was to
bond the strips together and, before they set,
clamp them around the inside of the hull until
the glue went off (see Photo 7). Cellophane
was used to stop the ribs sticking to the
planking. By doing this | was able to bend
them slightly to shape while gluing them into
the hull (see Photo 8). Fortunately, the overall
effect proved satisfactory (see Photo 9).

The prospect of drilling through for the
propellor shaft was a cause for concern. The
proposed shaft was émm diameter and the
moulded keel about 8mm across. | don't
mind admitting it was with some trepidation
that | drilled through into the hull. As it
happened, the drill broke through along the
centre line of the hull but at a steeper angle
than was expected. Filing out the resulting
hole eventually remedied this, although the
hole was decidedly egg shaped!
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“I knew making the ribs would prove tricky, as these had to follow the
contour of the inner wood-clad hull”

River launch build

| was loath at this stage to progress the
hull any further, since the steam plant had not
been delivered. In the meantime, therefore,
progress was made on the rudder assembly.

The rudder assembly
Before making the rudder, the servo unit was
fitted in the stern beneath the small deck. |
used 9mm plywood for the support bracket
for this servo, as | need something thick and
solid to for screw it onto; | am always aware of
the tremendous force that servos can exert.
The proposed rear deck was to be fairly
small, so a means of activating the rudder
was devised, using a slotted arm attached
to the servo. Being unsure of how efficiently
this would work, a mock-up was first made
and tested (see Photo 10). It worked well,
so provided this could be replicated on the
transom of the boat, all should be OK. The
original slotted arm test piece was replaced
by an aluminium version.
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River launch build

The rudder itself was made from scrap
pieces of Parana pine and teak. This was
simple enough, but the ‘pintle and gudgeon’
hinge was going to be the difficult part. In the
end, | made up a long hinge plate, consisting
of a length of brass tube soldered to a strip
of brass. Across the strip of brass, and at
right angles to it, strips were soldered on at
the same time. The 'hinge’ was then cut into
12mm lengths. Two would be screwed to
the transom, and two attached to the shaft
of the rudder. The latter two would be glued
and pinned. The pintle and gudgeon are
illustrated in Photo 11. The finished rudder
blade, and stock, plus the ‘hinge’ are shown
in Photo 12. My rudder assembly was then
temporarily fitted to the transom and tested.
All worked just as |I'd hoped.

The fore and aft decks were made from
3mm plywood. Pre-stained (teak dye) 1.6 mm
plywood planks were then glued onto the
plywood bases (see Photo 13).

13
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The inside of the hull was given a coat of
sanding sealer, followed by two coats of gloss
enamel. It was, as can be imagined, a tedious
job ensuring all facets of the planks and ribs
were well coated and without runs. Once dry,
the fore and aft decks were glued on. Work
to complete the gunwales, particularly the
top ‘handrail’ followed. As can be seen from
my sketch (see Photo 14), the gunwale was
made from a series of strips of obechi and
plywood. The assembly and fitting of these
strips turned out to be an easier job than
anticipated. Finally, once set, the rails were
sanded down, stained with teak stain, and
satin varnished (see Photo 15).

The inner hull was now complete, save for
the fitting of a 'floor’, the steam plant and
accessories.

The 'floor’ was made from 3mm plywood
(see Photo 16), which although would be
hardly seen was painted with grey primer and
gloss varnish.
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“Being unsure of how efficiently

this would work, a mock-up was
first made and tested”
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River launch build

Next came the assembly of the Clevedon
Steam boiler and engine. This proved fairly
easy, the most time-consuming part being
fitting the wooden insulation to the boiler.

It was then steam tested on the bench (see
Photo 17). This is always an exciting time for
me — clearly, | need to get out more!

The pre-made rudder assembly could now
be fitted (see Photo 18) and the electronics
tested to ensure everything was working.
The drive train, propellor shaft, propellor
and universal joint were also fitted, and the
engine and boiler were bolted down to the
previously fitted 9mm plywood pad (see
Photo 19).

All that remained to be done was the
installation of the servo for the regulator on
the engine and the condenser (see Photo
20), and some minor detailing. My launch was
complete (see Photos 21 and 22).

'SUPPLIERS

Fibreglass hull

Orion MOULDINGS
www.orionmouldings.com

Steam plant
Clevedon Steam #
www.clevedonsteam.co.uk o )

Plywood

SLEC www.slecuk.com

Drive train components

Howes Models
www.howesmodels.co.uk

Deans Marine www.deansmarine.co.uk

Electronics, etc
Howes Models
www.howesmodels.co.uk

Paint and varnish
Phoenix Precision Paints
www.phoenix-paints.co.uk

Over to you...

This is a fairly simple build, based on two
tried and tested components: the Orion hull
and the Clevedon Steam engine plant. As
previously mentioned, there are no plans to
work from, but that's no bad thing. Why?
Well, once the position of the engine plantin
the hull has been determined (by testing in a
bath of water), you can pretty much do as you
please. There's no need to fit planking to the
inside of the hull, and indeed there’s no need
to fit a fore and aft deck. You really can either
keep things very simple or totally go to town
on the detailing — the choice is yours. In either
case, I'm confident you'll find this a most
rewarding project. Go on, give ita go! @
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Out and about

BEAULIEU &

BUCKLER'S HARD

If you've only ever associated Beaulieu with its National
Motor Museum, perhaps it's time to take a more
in-depth look. Stephen Paul Hardy explains....

nless you're a bit of a petrol head as
well as a model ship/boat builder/

restorer/collector, you may never have

considered a treasure seeking expedition

to one of the popular International
Autojumbles held in the grounds of the
National Motor Museum at Beaulieu in the
New Forest, Hampshire (S042 7ZN). If not,
however, perhaps you should — because, as |
discovered when attending this year’s event
in September, amidst all the automotive
jumble you will find numerous model

boats and ships (covering a wide range of
thematic interests and scales, constructed
from equally diverse materials and methods
of build), along with all manner of nautical
paraphernalia, to browse.

While there are, of course, no guarantees
of finding exactly what you're looking for,
the real thrill lies in the possibility of coming
across the unexpected — an exciting project-

inspiring find, or perhaps a previously
unknown to you curio. After all, as boats and
ships are not the main focus of this event,
anything non-automotive tends to be an off-
chance addition to a stall. The likelihood of
items that have long sat forgotten in lofts/
sheds/etc resurfacing, perhaps now in need
of some skillful restoration or just some
simple TLC, is, therefore, high.

A river in maritime history

Interestingly, while Beaulieu is associated in
most people’s mind with automobiles, the
reality is that the Montagus and the Beaulieu
estate have a far longer-association with
shipbuilding, watercraft and sailing than with
cars!

The Beaulieu River is one of the few
privately owned rivers in the world and
has been under the custodianship of the
Montagu family for over four centuries.

“While there are, of course, no guarantees of finding exactly what
you're looking for, the real thrill lies in the possibility of coming

across the unexpected’”
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Just a few of the models spotted while Stephen was
browsing this year's Beaulieu International Autojumble in
September.
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“While Beaulieu is associated
in most people’s mind with

automobiles, the reality is that the

Montagus and the Beaulieu estate
have a far longer-association with

shipbuilding, watercraft and

’.’)

sailing than with cars!

Walk just two miles downriver from the
Montagu family home you and you will reach
the Buckler’'s Hard Museum. Between 1745
and 1814, the construction of 50 Royal Navy
ships as well as a variety of merchant vessels
kept Buckler’s Hard five launchways very
busy. It was here that master shipbuilder
Henry Adams and his sons built ships such as
the Agamemnon, Euryalus and Swiftsure, all
of which fought at the Battle of Trafalgar in
1805.

BUCKLER'S HARD

1Bth century shipbullding centre
where over o ships were constructed
for the Royal Navy between

1745 and 1814

Eor further information visia:
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BN
=HARD

Out and about

At the end of the Napoleonic wars, the
advent of iron ships saw the demise of
wooden ship building at Buckler’s Hard. By
the late 19th century, however, pleasure
steamers began bringing day trippers to the
village. And then, as more people started
sailing for leisure, with the Solent becoming

a favourite body of water for this pursuit, the
Beaulieu River became a popular place for
the mooring of yachts.

The second Baron Montagu of Beaulieu,
John Walter Edward Douglas-Scott-
Montagu, (1866 — 1929) was a keen himself
a keen sailor. One of his first boats (in 1885)
was the 18 ft cruiser Grebe, which he would
sail on the Beaulieu River and the Solent. This

practically marked the beginning of small
class racing in the Solent. He also owned
the Calva (2V2-rater), the White Swan, the
Siola, the Cygnet, and the Calisaya (a 30-ton
cutter), winning several matches with the
White Swan and Siola.

“It was here that master shipbuilder Henry Adams and his sons built
ships such as the Agamemnon, Euryalus and Swiftsure, all of which

fought at the Battle of Trafalgar in 1805
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Between 1745 and 1814, the construction of 50 Royal Navy ships as well as a
variety of merchant vessels kept the launchways at Buckler's Hard very busy —
with this diorama displayed in the onsite museum portraying a typical scene.

Model Boats ¢ December 2023 www.modelboats.co.uk 57




Out and about

In 1904 he became interested in marine
motoring, and for that season ran a
motorboat. The following year he and Lionel
de Rothschild became joint owners of the
Napier H, built by Messrs. S.F. Edge, Ltd.
She was raced most successfully throughout
the season, was the winning boat in the
Eliminating Trials in the Solent, and then
represented England in the International
Trophy Race at Arcachon, where, with Lord
Montagu acting as steersman, she won easily.
John and Lionel then went on to acquire the
fast racer Yarrow Napier, which they raced
at Monaco early in the season of 1906. Lord
Montagu again won the International Trophy
with this boat and was elected a member of
the Royal Yacht Squadron that same year.

His story, though, is one of tragedy as well
as success. During his first marriage he'd had
a daughter with his mistress and secretary
Eleanor Velasco Thornton, the woman whose
form he commissioned sculptor Charles
Robinson Sykes to capture for the creation
of a beautiful and stylish bonnet mascot for
his much-loved Rolls-Royce. Sykes design
‘The Whisper’ became the precursor of the
‘Spirit of Ecstasy’ the famous winged beauty
that has adorned nearly every Rolls-Royce
car built since 1911. On December 30,

1915, however, Ms Thornton was with Lord
Montagu on board the SS Persia when the
ship was torpedoed by the German U-boat
U-38 in the Med on route to India, and while
Lord Montagu survived the sinking, sadly, Ms
Thornton, along with hundreds of others, did
not.

During World War |l, Buckler’s Hard was
pressed into service as a motor torpedo base,
while nearby Bailey's Hard was used for fitting
out minesweepers. Further downstream,
sections of the Mulberry harbours were
constructed in the old oyster beds in
preparation for the D-Day landings.
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Post-war, private yachts returned to the
river. During the 1950s Sir Francis Chichester
became a mooring holder, before rising to
fame in the late 1960s when he became the
first person to sail single-handedly around
the globe. His famous yacht Gipsy Moth IV is
now cared for by the Gipsy Moth Trust and
can still occasionally be seen moored on the
Beaulieu River.
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Both outside the museum and
within, the 343 souls lost on the

SS Persia, including the Znd Baron
Montagu of Beaulieu's secretary and
mistress Eleanor Velasco Thornton,
are commemorated.
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Pay a visit to Buckler's Hard s time-honoured past

==y RS | St g o |
ana see aisplays of distinction and characier

ENLIGHTENING AND EnTERTAINING FOR ALL

The Buckler's Hard Museum, opened in 1963 in what had
been the New Inn, pays tribute to the local workforce and
the many magnificent men-of-war they built.
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As well as all the other exhibits on display at Buckler's Hard, there are numerous
beautiful models to browse and marvel at.
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The Buckler’'s Hard Museum was opened
in 1963, and in 1973 the river was dredged
to make way for a 76-berth marina (later
enlarged to 115) with a new chandlery
and boat yard. Elsewhere along the river,
though, moorings were restricted so as not
to diminish the area’s natural beauty. Today,
the Beaulieu River remains a beautiful and

tranquil stretch of water, much appreciated
by yachtsmen and nature lovers alike.

So, if you decide to attend next year’s
autojumble, or indeed simply to visit the
Beaulieu Motor Museum, a visit to historic
Buckler’'s Hard Museum is also a must.
Although much smaller that the Motor
Museum, it is, in many ways, just as rich in
its contents and includes a superb display of
models. @

Discover more about
Buckler’s Hard Museum

https://www.bucklershard.co.uk/
attractions/

https://www.facebook.com/ b RS e e TR

pages/Bucklers-Hard-Historical- Ryt ULV S eSS i, )
Village/2033507966881484 N — e —
https://www.facebook.com/bucklershard |
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Memory Lane

When Brighton rocked

Dave Wiggins reflects on Sprengbrook’s contribution to the R/C scene and how design
and quality sadly came to be ousted by cost-cutting mass-production manufacturers

uring the summer of 2022 the European links |
opportunity arose to affordably Skipping a generation, the ‘Sportsman’ is, for -
acquire, and feature here, another me, a rather interesting radio to take apart

British-built radio made during what was, in and look at. Firstly, it is an NBFM (Narrow

hindsight, the closing era of our home R/C Band - Frequency Modulation) transmitter, so

industry. from a totally different (much more recent)

Sprengbrook Precision, based in Portslade, era to the kind of radios usually discussed

Brighton, had established itself as a popular here in Memory Lane. Indeed, it might

UK brand as early as the 1960s and had done even be that this is the first FM set I've ever

so by buying-in the design skills of the well- written up in over 30 years of writing vintage

known American engineer Doug Spreng. The columns. And even though it's still a 27-band

earliest Sprengbrook radios were dual badged radio, to test it you need a 4-channel FM

with the Union Flag and the Stars & Stripes to receiver, and | don’t own one. Fortunately,

indicate this transatlantic co-operation, and | do own a scanning receiver, so |I've been

there is no doubt this was an effective decision able, in less than five minutes, to check

given the undoubted dominance of the US that it's all still functional. A more difficult

R/C industry in those days. thing to determine is exactly where this was

Priced at the top end of the market, the actually made. As soon as the back is off, all

initial two radios were very successful sellers sorts of influences can be seen, with some

for a few years. Mr Spreng, however, was components obviously German and others The ‘Sportsman’ set was one of the last Sprengbrook

quick in returning to California in order to Far Eastern. It's not easy to be sure. radios to be made.

build himself a career with Kraft Systems,

and as time passed and Britain joined the
European arena under the government of the
time, other influences pervaded pretty much
every business in Britain.

Finding himself alone, company owner Harry
Brooks sought to build new alliances, but,
wisely, did this in stages. At first, he introduced
a few ‘new’ radios by offering complete sets
and even home construction kits under the
name ‘HB Precision’. Both were basically the
proven Doug Spreng design simplified a bit
and offered with cheaper sticks and servo
mechanics in order to lower prices, so there
was no new design work done as such.

Home assembly

One could write an entire column (a book
indeed!) on the perils of selling electronic
construction kits to inexperienced home
builders, but this is perhaps not the place

to do that. Suffice to say that a combination
of poorly written instructions, dodgy home
soldering and a hundred other 'nasties’
resulted in a very low success rate, even for
truly superb examples of the genre; the very
best of which (by far) came from Heathkits
(a.k.a. Daystrom), in actuality being a Kraft-
designed radio kitted under licence. Not
surprisingly, therefore, HB Precision kits were
not around for that long, with Mr Brooks
sensibly deciding to move swiftly on.

“The earliest Sprengbrook radios "% Ll Pt = A close-up peek at the encoders
were dual badged with the Union a | ——" . integrated circuit — then the very ‘latest’
. Y in R/C — and the socket for extra channels

and Flag and the Stars & Stripes”
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“One could write an entire
column (a book indeed!) on
the perils of selling electronic
construction kits to inexperienced
home builders. A combination of
poorly written instructions, dodgy
home soldering and a hundred
other ‘nasties’ resulted in a very
low success rate”

What | can say for sure is that the outfit is
clearly pre the fitting of rate switches, servo
reversing and retracting under-cart switches,
etc, so one can date it that way up to a point.
The high frequency section is very ‘Japanese-
looking’, | will say.

Casing
Probably the most interesting thing to
examine and write up would be the case

and its styling. Going back as far as my R/C
memory takes me, the first of these (to my
eyes, horrible) moulded cases was used for
the Japanese G45 ‘Space Commander’.

The rationale of moulded constructional
methods was to drastically lower product
cost by true mass manufacture. In Britain the
first of these sets seen was the 4-channel
GEM from Mainstream:; this was an item |
simply refused to service at the time as it was
so poorly made. As with almost any product
you care to name, ‘cheaper’ will almost
always appeal, and such items did indeed sell
very well, especially as radios such as this one
proved affordable to boat fans seeking a bit
more than 2-channels for scale modelling.

Big cost savings were achieved by making
the control columns part of the case. The
numbers of screws are much reduced and
component quality cheapened in some
products of this type, although, | hasten to
add, not the Sportsman. Component quality
is really no different on this PCB than it would
be in Sprengbrooks’ more expensive radios,
or in a comparable Skyleader of the period,
for example.

| would draw attention to the fact that
the four control ‘pots’ are not wired as true
potentiometers, merely as two wire variable
resistors, which is a technique that may
be peculiar to the integrated circuit used
for the encoder (type number invisible).

This is certainly not reckoned to be good
practice. The PCB is expandable up to a full
six channels and a socket is provided for (no
doubt) a simple drop-in module with the two
extra variable resistors on board.

Sadly, we were looking at ‘the future’, with
the increasingly dominant big Far Eastern
electronics manufacturers deciding to
abandon hand-made top quality metal cases,

A restored example of the time
proven S-Brook linear servo
supplied with this set.

decent sticks, solid hardware and "avionics
quality’ circuit boards in favour of cheaper
mass production alternatives, effectively,
in my mind, moving R/C equipment design
backwards.

The Sprengbrook Linear
Servo revisited

Browsing about (as | often do!) on a well-known
auction site, | came across a set of four hardly
used Sprengbrook linear servos, complete with
their spring steel ‘quick’ mounting clips. | was
the only bidder, which surprised me. Surely, I'm
not the only one to appreciate just how nice
these items actually are?

The very first (dark red) Sprengbrook
radios were offered with similar servos
supplied by Doug Sprengs’ previous US
employer, Micro Avionics Inc. These early
items came in light grey cases and were fitted
with discreet 4-wire electronics. The black
cased mechanisms shown here are much
later and are the servos that went with the

“This was an item I simply refused to service at the time as it was
so poorly made”
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Memory Lane

more modern S-B radios cased in black and
chrome, and, of course, with this ‘Sportsman’.
The same servos were later seen in red cases
as well.

The servos shown are equipped with 3-wire
amplifiers and therefore have higher voltage
Mitsumi motors and ceramic feedback
pots to suit, making them an attractive
modernisation project. | replaced all the
amplifiers and cables, resetting the centring
(using those handy external adjusts), for
compatibility with literally any modern radio
on 1.5mS (millisecond) centres. The close-up
shows one of these useful servos prepped for
its amplifier replacement.

sharing the learns

In light of some very interesting recent input
from Chris Jesuiter, a fellow enthusiast and
Model Boats reader, | will be returning to the
subject of (very early) Sprengbrook gear in a
future instalment of Memory Lane, so watch
this space! @

Left: An ‘as-new’ set of four linear servos for our
‘Sportsman’ (or any) radio.

Below: A Sprengbrook linear servo under modernisation.
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Above: The Axminster AW405FS Scroll Saw. Notable

is the plain table to allow free movement of the work,
hence not so easy to cut perfectly square or parallel. The
Axminster also includes a hand-held rotating head for

detail finishing work. Image by very kind permission of
Axminster UK.

Right: A typical circular saw of the table type: the Proxxon
2/7070. This is probably larger than most of us would
want for modelling use but still suitable for mounting

on a workbench. The blade can be tilted for angled cuts,
and blades of different capabilities, including nonferrous
metal, can be fitted. Image by very kind permission of
Axminster UK.

q

With the doors open, the layout of a band saw can clearly
be seen. wo pulley wheels have the continuous flexible
blade mounted on them, which passes the table through
a guide. The height of the guide is adjustable to clear the
particular workpiece.
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ver recent months we've looked

at workshop set ups and how one

can be put together, along with
a couple of basic hand tool skills that are
well worth developing. This was followed,
last month, by an overview of the milling
machine as a versatile and very useful
machine tool to have to hand. This month,
therefore, | want to round off the workshop
topic by covering another machine tool
that | find absolutely invaluable, and that
is the power saw. It could be argued that
power saws are mainly aimed at cutting
wood and therefore do not merit being
included in Boiler Room, but this is not
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necessarily the case. Most power saws can
be fitted with a blade suitable for cutting
non-ferrous and even ferrous metals,
thereby making them a very convenient
means of cutting copper and brass pipe,
bar stock and rod, so they are well worth
considering for inclusion in your workshop.
In fact, | would go so far as to say that a
power saw, of the correct type, correctly
set up is the best way to cut copper pipe,
as its use will ensure a perfect, square,
neat cut, with absolutely no burr on the
end. This makes producing reducers and
sleeves a doddle. So, let's have a look at
what the world of power saws has to offer.

A power saw is not about sparing oneself the effort, it's about
ensuring accuracy’
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Richard settled on the Proxxon KS230 table saw. Small and compact, the blade does not tilt but the
standard supplied blade cuts woods, plastics and non-ferrous metals without having to change it.

Versatile, accurate and incredibly handy.

Why bother with
a power saw?

Sawing a piece of metal by hand, neatly

and to a line, is a skill that can take time to
develop. The standard workshop engineer’s
hacksaw is certainly a tool we should all

have available, but it does have limitations.
Most of what we are going to be cutting in
the model engineering world will be bits

and pieces of brass and copper, either for
manufacturing an engine, boiler, pipework or
fittings, consequently, nearly always smaller
items of non-ferrous material. Probably

the largest item we might be considering
cutting would be a boiler shell from a piece
of pipe, which is certainly a job that can be
tricky with a hacksaw. A lot of modellers tend
to dismiss power saws as they see them as
nothing more than effort saving, and so an
unjustifiable expense. My argument would be
that a power saw is not about sparing oneself
the effort, it's about ensuring accuracy. The
boiler shell mentioned above can be cut
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from pipe in a power saw to give a perfectly
square cut with almost no burr, which is a
significant achievement for me. Added to
that, of course, any power saw can also be
used to cut wood accurately and with a finish

you could only hope for with a hand saw. | use

my power saws on an almost daily basis for
cutting copper pipe, brass bits and pieces,
wooden stock and ply and even plastics and
resin. | couldn’t live without them.

The basic types
of power saw

Not surprisingly, there are a number of
different types of power saw, each with its
own strengths and weaknesses and so each
lending itself to a particular type of job.
Below are just a couple of the common ones
worth considering for our model engineering
purposes.

The first to consider would be the scroll
saw (see Photo 1). The scroll saw is fitted
with a very fine blade, held under tension at
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After changing the mitre setting a number of times, Richard decided it was worth another five pounds to buy a spare mitre
and leave it set at 45 degrees. This means that framework corner braces can be cut in seconds and will fit perfectly.
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A standard size port is moulded into the body to enable an extraction unit to be
fitted. This makes a huge difference to the cleanliness of the workshop.

The Draper vacuum unit has a socket on the head to
connect the saw into. This means that the vacuum unit
becomes a slave to the power saw. It turns on immediately
the saw is turned on and turns off just a few seconds after
the saw is turned off.

both ends, which is basically reciprocated
up and down by a crank arrangement. The
advantage of this type of saw is that the
fine blade means that the workpiece can be
rotated around while the cut is being made,
thereby allowing very intricate curves to be
generated. This makes it ideal for making
jigsaw puzzles. | don’t like it for metalwork
however, as while it cuts on the downstroke,
it also tends to try to lift the job on the
upwards stroke, which has the effect of
making the job vibrate quite a bit. This makes
it more difficult to generate a high-quality
finish on metals. The table also requires
freedom of movement of the work piece, so
usually doesn’t have any means of guiding
the job squarely. One advantage for fine work
is that the blade can be dismounted and
passed through a hole in the job, making it
that bit more versatile. This saw is probably
more useful for the woodworker than it is for
the metalworker.

Circular saws not only come in hand-held
varieties but a large range of fixed sizes too.
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For modelling purposes, we are obviously
looking at bench top varieties, of which there
are a few on the market (see Photo 2). Most
will mount the blade within a housing below
the table and be adjustable for height, and
most will have an adjustable side fence to
allow consistent thicknesses to be cut, as
well as a sliding mitre square to push work
through the blade. Some may have a tilting
table for angled cuts.The great advantage
with a circular saw is accuracy of the cut.
This is mainly as a result of a continuous

and consistent cutting action as the blade
rotates through the work piece and the wide
blade to guide the workpiece. The blade
cuts downwards as you pass the work into
the front edge of it. With the blade set up
correctly it should be very easy to cut many
types of non-ferrous metal bar stock, woods
and plastics quickly, accurately and with a
superb finish.

Next up would be a variation on the
circular saw: the mitre saw. The mitre saw
sees the work piece fixed and the saw blade,
the same as used in the circular saw, mounted
on a moveable head that is then passed over
the work piece. It is easy to set the work
piece up to a specific angle and clamp it
firmly, hence the name, but the movement
of the head can be a little bit limited, so
it tends to be more suited to cutting bar
stock and extrusions at an angle and is not
even useable for cutting plate or ply. Again,
consistent cutting is generated so a nice
clean cut is achieved, but the work piece has
to be clamped firmly.

The last main type to consider would be
a bandsaw. A bandsaw basically consists
of a top wheel and a bottom wheel with a
continuous blade wrapped around the two
(see Photo 3). This generates a continuous
cutting motion as the wheels are rotated and
the blade passes through the work piece.
Again, the cut is consistently downwards as
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The band saw is bolted right through the 1-inch-thick
benchtop with four §mm bolts, making it very secure.

Mounting it on a standard height workbench puts the

table at a perfect height.

the work piece is passed into the blade. I've
found over the years that bandsaws tend to
get bad press, which | think comes mainly
from users who do not know how to set them
up properly. The angle of the wheels, the
tension in the blade and even the support

of the blade at the table all play a part in the
accuracy of the cut and the reliability of the
machine. |I've heard many stories of blades
breaking, cuts not square and even blades
seizing, all of which can be attributed to
poor setting up. Consequently, | would have
to say that the machine requires care and
attention to set up correctly, which could put
some people off. Again though, side fences
and squares mounted in slots help generate
the highest quality cuts, and with a bandsaw
this can be through quite a thick piece of
material, way beyond the capabilities of a
circular saw.

There are of course a whole range of other
saw configurations aimed at workshop use,
however, in most cases these are aimed at
larger work than the sort of stuff we're going
to be dealing with in model engineering, so it
makes sense to stick to the kind of machines
that will be useful to us.

The same sized port on the back of the Axminster allows
the hose from the vacuum unit to be simply pushed on
when this saw Is in use. Again, this keeps the workshop
clean and free of any dust.

My own journey
The next question from everyone would,
based on the above, therefore be: “So which
one should | consider buying?” Probably the
easiest way to explain this would be to take
you through my own journey so you can see
where my thinking went and why | ended up
with what | have now.

| had thought for some time that a power
saw was going to be a very useful tool to help
with my model making. | was fine at cutting
wood neatly and accurately, but | was also
well aware that | couldn’t match the quality
of a cut from a power saw. Also, particularly
when building a structure from wood with
many pieces requiring cutting, a power saw
was going to give me consistency and allow
things to be progressed a good bit quicker. |
didn’t want a large saw, | had plenty of those
already for domestic use, | wanted a small,
bench-mounted saw that remained handy
and convenient all the time. | was only going
to be cutting small pieces of wood, mainly
stock lengths cut to size and angle, and
possibly thin ply. | eventually decided on the
Proxxon KS230 circular saw (see Photo 4).
This had a fence and a mitre, reliable back
up when it came to spares and consumables,
a good build quality, a connection for a
vacuum extraction unit (see Photo 5) and an
excellent reputation. The biggest challenge
was the price, but I've always been a believer
in the fact that you get what you pay for
and therefore buying cheap tools is a false
economy, so | bought the saw and mounted
it on my work bench.

| have a fairly OCD approach to keeping
my workshop clean, so | also looked into
the options for a vacuum extraction unit to
connect to the saw. | was very impressed
with the Draper unit, which not only draws
the air out of the machine it is attached to,
along with any included sawdust, but also
allows for the machine it is cleaning to be
powered from a socket in the head of the
vacuum unit. This detects when the machine
is turned on and so automatically turns the
vacuum on accordingly. When your power
tool is switched off, the vacuum also then

www.modelboats.co.uk December 2023 ¢ Model Boats



T — o 1

a8

........
i,

N T,

Steam Basics Pt. 147/

“l have a fairly OCD
approach to keeping my
workshop clean, so I also looked

into the options for a vacuum extraction

unit to connect to the saw”

The job that prompted Richard to buy the band saw was cutting these resin buildings at 45 degrees for a model railway project. Despite the coarse appearance of the blade teeth, the
resultant cut was perfect in both alignment and finish and there was no splintering of the resin.

switches off after just a few second delay.
Perfect! | mounted the vacuum unit below
the workbench (see Photo 6), fed a power
cable to it, plugged the Proxxon into it and
got some scraps of wood to play with. | was
absolutely amazed at the quality of the cuts
in the soft wood and ply | was feeding into
the saw. One thing | did quickly realise was
that there is practically no set to the saw
teeth, i.e., the teeth are not offset alternately
from one side to the other, making for a cut
slightly wider than the saw. This means the
saw can snatch if you do not push the work
through perfectly in line with the blade. The
advantage is the finished cut is almost mirror
like.

| had probably been using the saw for
a couple of years before, while playing
around with the age-old challenge of cutting
copper steam pipe perfectly square without
deforming it or creating a burr on the
end, | began thinking about the Proxxon.
When | investigated the supplied blade
characteristics, | realised that it was suitable
for non-ferrous metals, so | decided to do a
few test cuts. Again, the saw surprised me.
It cut through copper pipe beautifully, with a

perfect square finish and just a sliver of a burr

that was quickly removed by wiping a blade

“This led me into thinking

around the inside. | had never cut copper
pipe so quickly, neatly and without any
deformation whatsoever before. Since then,
the Proxxon has been used regularly to cut
copper pipe and brass fittings, hardwoods,
softwoods, ply, plastics, resins and anything
else | care to run through it. | bought a spare
mitre and set it permanently to 45 degrees so
| can make framework braces accurately and
in seconds (see Photo 7).

After another few years of using the

o

Proxxon, however, | started to realise that
there were a couple of things that it didn’t do
so well. The blade doesn’t protrude very high
from the table, thereby limiting the depth of
cut, and while with wood stock sometimes
this can be turned around, cutting through a
thicker material might not always be possible.
| was working on a project for the model
railway one day and wanted to cut up some
readymade resin buildings at an angle. The
Proxxon was never going to be able to do

Complex wooden framed structures such as these lockers incorporated into a clinker-built hull are made extremely easy
by using the circular saw. Consistent dimensions are a breeze using the fence, and internal frame braces take seconds by
simply changing the mitre.

that the Proxxon might just
need a friend”
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the blade. Pipework in particular is so much easier when the ends are cut perfectly square, with no deformation.

this for me and my own sawing skills were
not able to guarantee the perfect angled

cut through a resin structure that | wanted.
This led me into thinking that the Proxxon
might just need a friend. | wanted something
with a continuous cutting action, | wanted

a fence and a mitre for controlled square
cuts, | wanted a bit of flexibility to rotate

the cut as it is being made, and | wanted a
much larger cutting capability. It all tended
towards a band saw but the bad press put
me off for a while. | did quite a bit of research
and watched a superb set of YouTube videos
produced by Axminster on its own range

of bandsaws. So, | called the company and
spoke to a very knowledgeable chap who
explained all there is to know about setting
a band saw up correctly, and why some may
tend to blame the saw rather than their own
shortfalls. He put my mind completely at
ease, so | purchased an Axminster band saw.
Again, not the cheapest but immediately
obvious was the quality. This was mounted on
the workbench with some substantial bolts
(see Photo 8). Luckily, the extraction portin
the Axminster was exactly the same diameter
as the port in the Proxxon, so the Axminster
was connected to the same power supply on
the Draper vacuum unit, meaning all | have
to do is change the hose over to whichever
saw | am using (see Photos 9 and 10). After
which, having watched the step-by-step
YouTube tutorial again to be sure everything
was perfectly set up, | went to get a few bits
of scrap wood.

The teeth on the Axminster saw appear to
be quite rough, but they give an amazingly
clean cut. When | eventually got around
to cutting up the resin buildings, | couldn’t
believe how neat and perfectly finished the
cut was (see Photo 11). What it also made
me realise was that this would be a perfect
saw, with the correct blade fitted, for cutting
large diameter copper pipe when making
home-made boilers.

Conclusions

| have now ended up with a power saw set up
that can cope with both model boat building
or model engineering tasks, from repetitive
wood cuts, as required in making boxes (see
Photo 12) and frameworks (see Photo 13),
wooden frames and intricate one-off parts,
through to cutting copper and brass pipe and
fittings. The work area remains spotless, as

all dust is removed during cutting, so | can
cut metals, woods, plastics and just about
anything else quickly, accurately, easily and
cleanly (see Photo 14). We will all have our
own preferences, but | think | now have a set
up that covers just about anything.

Whatever your own journey may involve,
| can only suggest that you avoid the
temptation of cheap machine tools. They
will almost certainly lead to frustration and
disappointment.

Finally, please do not forget to never touch
the blades before they have stopped rotating
and the power is switched off, and always
wear some form of eye protection.

“We will all have our own preferences, but I think I now have a set
up that covers just about anything”
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The gas tank base, the below deck framework, the decking, the water tank frame, the copper pipework and the two side lockers were all cut with the circular saw, without having to change
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The complete set up: the Proxxon table saw, and Axminster
band saw with the Draper vacuum unit below the bench.
Fitting a non-ferrous blade to the Axminster makes cutting
up large diameter copper pipe for boiler manufacture very
easy and very accurate.

Tool manufacturer
contact details

Axminster Tools are available from local
suppliers or via the website:

https://www.axminstertools.com
Proxxon Tools are available from local
suppliers or via the website:
https://www.proxxon.com/en/
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FLEETSCALE

WWW.FLEETSCALE.COM

Australia’s Premier Maritime Hobby Shop

48c Wantirna Road, GLASSFIBRE BOAT &

. . . . WARSHIP HULLS
Ringwood Victoria 3134 Australia ; ' :
R mi— FITTINGS AND SEMI KITS
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www.floataboat.com.au Mail Order EXTENSIVE
SECURE ONLINE STORE

We stock a range of fittings from
Aeronaut, Caldercraft, Krick and /
Robbe also tools, paints, pmps y' 7/
propshafts, couplmgs and

much more check out the

web-site for our full range.

Official stockists of BECC accessnrles 2
and kits from Caldercraft, Krick & Aerokits.

Commissions & restorations also undertaken!
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1/72ND, 1/96TH, 1/128TH
DELOLa 2 a2 1220
FAX: 01822 833938

WESTWARD MOULDINGS LTD
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sooc. - WodelFixings. co.uik
Huge range of

miniature fixings, | ModelBearings.co.uk
including our socket e Taps, Dies & Drills * Adhesives

SErvo SCrews. * Engine & Miniature bearings * Circlips, etc. elc.

Tel/Fax +44 (0)115 854 8791 Email: info@modelfixings.com

179 Dedworth Road Windsor Berks SL4 4JN

www mantuamodel co.uk
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or all your modelling needs.
SLEC Ltd - Units 8-10 Norwich Road Industrial Estate, Model ship and boat specialist.- Radio Control.
Watton Norfolk IP25 6DR S i T R ey

Tel:+44 (0)1953 885279 Email: sale@slecuk.com www.slecuk.com

Distributor for Mantua Model of Italy
Mantua Sergal and Panart model kits fittings and accessories
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'& Club500 Racing...
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See our Website or call us
+ for details of pm:es colours

RTAESRE os R Sup plier of steam engines; plants*and
Cheddar Models compatible accessories
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g Tel 01326 291390 Mobile: 07818 044648
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01507 529573
fleak@mortons.co.uk

Malcolm Griffett at Club 500 Slipway, 59 Shackleton Drive, Perton, : :
Wolverhampton WV6 7SA.  Tel/fax: Book ing deadline Monday 27th November
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All hands on deck!

Your Models

Whether you're highly skilled and experienced or completely new to the hobby,
you're definitely invited to this launch party! So please keep the contributions
coming by emailing your stories and photos to editor@modelboats.co.uk

—— lim’s model of the Nancy L on the water.
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Nancy L

Following on from my feature on the build of the | weathered this based on a photo of the real

RNLI Waveney class lifeboat, the St. Patrick, | life Atlantic Salvor (the renamed Mr. Darby).

thought | would share a couple of photos of my TIM LOGAN

second project, a 46" Mr. Darby, highly modified EMAIL

with my personal tug preferences into the

fictitious Nancy L, owned by the NEL Company. Loving this, Tim —and | am sure so is Nancy! :

My wife's name is Nancy, and her initials are NEL.  Ed. Captain Nancy on deck!

Decades apart

Like so many others, my modelling started
with plastic kits, mainly aircraft, but | did
make a model of the USS Constitution which
| still have. My first venture into building
boats to actually sail was a Matchbox
corvette, in which | managed to install radio
control, followed by a pilot boat.

My current model is a cargo vessel which
I"'ve built from a Graupner kit. | have, though,
liveried this model for the Canadian Pacific
Steamship Co. and am sailing her under
the fictitious name of Beaver Ash. She still
needs a little bit of work, as can be seen in
my photo.

| served with Canadian Pacific before
becoming a marine pilot, hence my choice of  Above: Malcolm’s latest achievement is this splendid

model subjects. | did, at one time, consider cargo vessel built from the Graupner kit for the Nautic,
making the Empress of Scotland but in the but which he’s liveried for the Canadian Pacific Steamship
end decided this would be too big a project  Co., with whom he once served, and renamed (fictitiously)
for me. the Beaver Ash.

Thank you for such a great magazine,
which | look forward to reading every month.  Right: One of Ellesmere Port MBC member Malcolm Watt's
| have been, and still am, a member of the earliest forays into model boat building was this static
Ellesmere Port Model Boat Club since 1990 display model of the USS Constitution.

MALCOLM WATTS

EMAIL | do hope you that you, and your fellow
| absolutely love how these two models, Ellesmere Port MBC members, will submit
your very first static kit build and your most more of your fabulous work for inclusion in
recently completed R/C beauty, give us a future issues.
little glimpse into your modelling journey Thanks, too, for your very kind comments
over the past few decades, Malcolm. about the mag. Ed.
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Vietnam Monitor

Over the past few years, | have, together

with a few of my incredibly skilled mates at
the York Model Boat Club, namely Steve
Agar, Chris Dove, Peter Pratt and David
Stephenson, been working on this 1970
'stand-off'/approx. 1:8 scale Vietham Monitor
(a highly modified version of the LCM-6
developed by the United States Navy for

use as a mobile riverine assault boat). The
model, which is of wood and ply construction,
is a massive 88-inches long, with a 26-inch
beam, and is ballasted by four concrete
breeze blocks and a car battery! A motor

has now been installed, along with shafts and
propellers courtesy of the Prop Shop. A big
shout out, too, to Martin at Max Mouldings,
for his invaluable help in creating all of the
model’s resin fittings. She's yet to bel be fitted
with a radio, something we've got planned for
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this coming weekend.

| can’t tell you how much | have enjoyed
working with my brilliant and innovative fellow
enthusiasts on this project, so | am sharing
some photos, one including an Action Man
figure to give idea of scale, and a couple of
others with our very own real life action man,
Club Secretary lan Johnson, in the water
with the Monitor (she's yet to be fitted with
a radio, something we plan to attend to this
coming weekend) during one of her recent on
water trials.

BOB ALLISON

YORK MODEL BOAT CLUB

What an incredible achievement! Love the
friendly and co-operative nature of this
project and how menacing the massive
Monitor looks on the water. Ed.
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All hands on deck!

Bluebird of Chelsea

Although | cannot sail model boats anymore,
| can still build them (indeed, | am a self-
confessed compulsive builder) and usually sell
them on.

My latest model, Bluebird, was inspired by
a photograph of her full-size counterpart that
| came across some years ago. Struck by what
an elegant-looking craft she was, | set about
undertaking a little research. | discovered
she was built in 1931 by Thornycroft for
Sir Malcolm Campbell in order to mark his
Knighthood and celebrate his breaking of the
Land Speed Record in his now famous car of
the same name. This delightful gentleman’s
motor yacht then went on to take part, along
with hundreds of other civilian vessels, in the
remarkably courageous evacuation of troops
from Dunkirk during World World Il. Not
surprisingly, over the ensuing decades changes
in ownership saw Bluebird undergo a number
of refits, so in order to keep things as accurate
as possible | decided to base my build, as
closely as possible, on how she looks today.

the other than that the method proved quick and easy.

70

lan laid the planks out in order on the workbench and with the aid of a sliding weight taped them
together in about lots of twelve. He then brushed glue onto the decking support ply, laid the planks on
this ply and weighed them down until dry. It took a few lots of taped planks fo complete the deck, but

Not being very good at building hulls, |
bought a fibreglass unit (around 900mm in
length) for this project. The bow was different
in that it is curved back rather than being
more to the vertical, and the beam is wider
than it should be, but that was what | had to
work with. The hull also had to be modified
by the addition of taller sides from the mid-
section to the bow. This was essential to the
overall look and, fortunately, was quite easy
to do as | have had a fair bit of fiberglass
experience gleaned from building scale R/C
model aircraft. It's fair to say, | have taken a bit
of poetic licence here and there, but, overall, |
think the model now looks the part.

When finishing a boat from this era I'd
normally weather my build with a bit of
airbrushing, but in this case | have left
Bluebird in the well-looked after condition |
imagine she is kept in today.

IAN THOMPSON
AUSTRALIA (EMAIL)

_
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Above: Once the raised sides were glued in place and fibre-glassed from the
inside, they ended up being 3mm thick — the same thickness as the hull.

Left: The raised sides were cut and shaped from 2.5 mm glass sheet and pre-
drilled for the portholes.

i

ol : ?

Once glassed, filled and primed, porthole fit could be
tested. Note the enlarged plan from Vintage Model Plans in
the background.

What absolutely superb work, lan! Not only
have you obviously gone to great lengths
to accurately capture Bluebird’s shape and
overall look but the attention to detail and
sense of quality when it comes to all the
fittings is outstanding.

-
I T o~ i,

The top and lower deck installed and cut out for access to motors, batteries,
radio, etc — fortunately, there was heaps of room. As lan sells his models on
(being a prolific builder but no longer able to sail his creations himself) he's
installed the prop shafts and props and rudder only, leaving it up to the new
owner to supply his/her own preferred gear.
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All hands on deck!

BLLEBIRD of CHELSLEA

Main: The 3D-printed captain, lifeboat detail, life jackets, spotlights and horn, etc, on the cabin roof. You may also just be able to see the essential decanter of cognac — most befitting of a
vessel such as this one! Inset: These components were kept removable to allow for full hull access, with everything lifting easily off.

The fittings on the deck and cabin make this a very ‘busy’
but era-appropriate looking boat.

BLUEBIRD of CHE]

Note the mushroom vents, mesh fencing and anchors (which, strangely, but accurately, are of two different types). lan's -
guess is that this is for two different types of sea bottoms, i.e., sandy or rocky. Maybe someone reading can confirm or Iwin motors need twin screws, and an interesting fact is
advise here? that Bluebird only had one rudder.
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All hands on deck!

Anyone fancy
finishing off this
b SR U SRR e landing craft
Got views to air or information to share? BRIy L ANARER sibdal Basad
Then we want to hear from you! S ke o I, (| |\ on the free
SN ] B e M. TARE mini plan in our
October issue?
If so, reader
Terry Farrow is

happy to pass
it on.

Letters can either be forwarded via email to editor@modelboats.co.uk
or via post to Readers’ Letters, Mortons Media Group,
Media Centre, Morton Way, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6JR

Landing Craft up for grabs
With the start of the dark evenings, |
searched around in my man cave for odd bits
and pieces of thin plywood, and started to
put together this landing craft, which was
shown in last month's magazine.

As you can see, | used little wooden pegs
to make my men, and fashioned their helmets
from washers and modelling clay. The
aluminium prop shafts | made from straws
bought in a pound shop.

I've yet to fit electrics. However, if anyone
wants to take this craft of my hands before |
do so, please let me know. All | would ask is
that the recipient makes a small donation to
the RNLI.

TERRY FARROW

EMAIL

Love this, Terry. It's great to see that, with a
bit of nifty recycling, it really is still possible
to enjoy the hobby even on the tightest of
budgets. Thanks, too, for the kind offer. |
will, of course, forward the details of any
interested parties on to you via email. Ed.

Test model territory

Regarding the article by Ashley Needham was a government funded organisation were well known. Ashley’s project also
covering the refurbishment of the HMS responsible for the maintaining various UK had the ship superstructure so was most
Exeter model featured in last month’s issue, standards for weight, measurement, voltage,  probably not used in one of the wave tanks,
his theory that the model was possibly etc, but it also had a sub-division called the but there was also | believe a wind tunnel
used during the design and development Ship Hydrodynamics Laboratory (usually where the superstructure, or more correctly
of the full-size vessel could well be correct, called the NPL Ship Division) based at near- the area of the ship above the waterline,
particularly as Ashley lives in the Teddington by Feltham. The ship tanks at Feltham, could be evaluated.

area, which is the home of what was the where model ship hulls were evaluated DAVID MARKS

National Physical Laboratory (NPL). This against variable/controlled wave conditions, EMAIL

o . e 'll"
' it 1, ey \"x
. - ] EE‘ L% f

David Marks explains why this unusual model, the subject of a restoration article by Ashley Needham featured in last month's issue, could well have been used dunng the design and
development of the real lype 42 destroyer.
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Free to a good home: Nick Horne's partially complete Billing Boats’ 1:40 scale US Coast Guard vessel.

US Coast Guard boat seeks new home

This is another “Can you help?” question. |
have an almost complete US Coast Guard
boat, built from Billing Boats’ 1:40 scale
wooden kit, which | began work on some
years ago.

Following a successful maiden voyage,
however, it has sat on a shelf ever since. It
still needs to be completed; | have the plans
and remaining deck fittings, masts, etc, but

Paddling in the deep end
| enjoyed Mike Payne's Paddling in the deep

end article in the October issue of Model
Boats for two reasons. Firstly, while build
articles are inspirational, articles such as
Mike’s which do not describe a model build
but delve into some of the
prototype-to-model challenges are rarer but
no less valuable. The second reason is that
part way through building a paddler model, |
ran into a challenge myself. With the paddles
running at full speed, the movement of water
looked more like that in a washing machine
than a boat. The attached snapshot from

a video illustrates the problem, and will no
doubt look familiar to Mike.

It is some years since | built a model of
the Forceful, a Director class tug, with fixed
paddles and independent drive. Running
paddles independently the model would
develop a fixed list, which side could not be
predicted. If | aligned the two wheels and
coupled them together, no list. In addition,
the water thrown up behind the paddles
was excessive. | replaced the paddles with
feathering wheels and the listing ceased, and
water behind the paddles was not ‘thrown
up' as before.

Moving on to my current model, which
has wheels with an outside diameter of 3
ins and a width of 2 ins, after some thought
| have decided to go straight to feathering
wheels. | scaled down my Forceful wheel and
am now waiting for my grandson to 3D print
the linkage parts. Interestingly, the tip speed
of the Forceful’s wheels is the same as my
current model. It's beyond my capabilities

it requires a new battery and some TLC. |
suspect also that, after this period of time,
some of the electronics could be replaced
with more modern kit.

| would be very pleased to pass the model
on to someone who could give it a good
home. | don’t want any money for it, except,
perhaps, as a gift to the RNLI.

We live in Farnborough, Hants, so the new

to assess what effect a change in kinematic
viscosity and Reynolds numbers will have, |
wish | could, but it would take some fancy
computational fluid dynamics analysis to
do that. | think the principal effect is that it
increases the torque required to drive the
paddles. I'm putting my faith in the following
simplistic analysis.

| took some measurements from my
Forceful model. At the point where the
bottom edge of a float rises to the waterline
a fixed float lies at 20° to the horizontal. As
the torque force acts at right angles to the
float surface, we can calculate its horizontal
and vertical components, which is that 34% is
acting horizontally as propulsion, and 94% is
going to lifting water.

The same analysis for a feathering float
shows that the float lies at 35° to the

Model Boats ® December 2023 www.modelboats.co.uk

owner would have to collect it (I don’t drive
any more).

NICK HORNE

EMAIL

What a lovely, generous offer, Nick! | am
sure there will be lots of interest and I'll be
delighted to forward contact details of any
interested parties on to you. Ed.

horizontal, and the horizontal component
going to propulsion is 82% and the vertical
proportion is 57%, so a significant reduction.
As | said, this is a very simplistic analysis but
my experience with fixed and feathering
floats on the Forceful supports these kinds of
numbers.

If you are interested, | can let you know
how testing of these feathering wheels turns
out.

ROY CHEERS
EMAIL

| know you simply asked me to forward this
email on to Mike, Roy, but | am publishing as
| am sure your findings will also be of interest
to others. Many thanks indeed, and, yes, an
update would be much appreciated. Ed.
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Signals

Next month in BOALS

In our January 2024 issue, on sale from Friday, December 15, 2023, be sure not to miss...

® We report
back from
this year’s
show in
Telford

® THE BURNING
ISSUE

Pressurised liquid and
gas burners compared

® OUR FREE LCVP 5
PULL-OUT PLAN

Plus, the first instalment of a two-part
build guide for this 1:16 scale Royal
Navy landing craft model

-.T ! f
wt ..

in o B T

r

PLUS A thematically varied selection of feature-length articles, all your favourite regular pages - including Your Models,
Your Letters, news, reviews — and lots more (Please note: content may be subject to change)

You will find more about the exciting content coming next, features of particular interest you may have missed in past
editions and details of the very latest subscription offers on our website at www.modelboats.co.uk

You can, of course, order you copy of the January 2024 issue, which goes on sale at all good newsagents from Dec 15 2023,
now, but why not treat yourself to an annual subscription, as monthly copies will then be delivered directly to your door.

What's more, the unique subscriber number allocated to you will provide website access to digital copies of the current issue
and to our archive of back numbers. It will also unlock subscriber exclusive bonus material not featured in the magazine.

| you can’t always find a copy of this Please reserve/deliver my copy of
magazine, help ie at hand! Complete on a regular basis, starting with issue........c.cccccoeovevriririniennnnee.
this form and Titlen ! T A T= 12 8 1= NN

hand it in at your
local store, they'll
arrange for a copy B A raes
of each issue to be

reserved .For you. ....................................................................................................................
Some stores may
even be able to
arrange for it to be POSTCOAE...... et es s er e
delivered to your Telephene TamMbBE T
home. Just ask!
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SECURE ON-LINE
SHOPPING AND WORLDWIDE
MAILORDER SERVICE

|

TAMIYA RADIO CONTROL
We sell a full range of TAMIYA
CARS and TRUCKS the HOP-UP
options and spare parts.

Also the associated glues, paints
and tools.

New to CMB a range of Pre-Formed Hulls

Grand Banks Schooner Model Boat Hull HULMM96289.00
Guardsman Model Boat Hull HULMM1330 32.00
Harbour Defence Motor Launch Hull HULMM1356 38.00
Katie Gaff Rig Pilot Cutter Hull and Plan DASET001118.00
Keenoma Tug Model boat hHulll HULMM1322 38.00
Lady MA Lugger boat hull and Plan DASET002 81.00

Model Boat Plans printed to order (many more
Tintagel Semi Scale Petrol Launch 15 Inch MM556 12.50

1920’s Racing Runabout MM2052 12.50
Bell SK5 Hovercraft MM1332 19.00
Caledonia Paddle Ship Plan C57 13.50
Clochlight Clyde Puffer MM130 38.00
Easy Build Corvette MAR3407 12.50
Landing Craft MM1288 18.00
Osprey Fishing Boat MAR2476 34.00

Aeronaut Radio Gontrolled Boat Boat Kits

Classic Sportsboat AN3092/00 72.00
Mowe 2 Fishing Boat 495mm AN3091/00 75.00
Rambourator Springer Tug AN3048/00 96.00
Spitfire Qutboard Racing Boat AN3052/00 115.00
Jenny 1930’s American Motor Boat AN3055/00 161.00
Marina Runabout AN3084/00 165.00
Ramboline Push Lighter AN3048/01 185.00
Pilot Boat AN3046/00 189.95
Nurnberg Battleship with Fittings AN3630/03 243.00
Hansajolle Sailing Yacht AN3011/00 245.00
Anna 3 Fishing Cutter with Fittings 249.00

Torben Modern Hamburg Harbour Tug AN3031/03 259.00
Jonny Harbour Tug AN3030/00 449.99
Bismark Battleship with Fittings AN3620/03 455.00

Amati Static and Radio Controlled Model Boat Kit

Elizabethan Galleon First Step Starter Kit
Egyptian Ship Sahure Dynasty 1:50 Scale A1403

59.00
74.00

Greek Bireme 480BC Length 560mm A1404 74.95
Rainbow J Class Yacht 1:80 480mm A1700/11 79.00
Chinese Pirate Junk A1421 84.00

Bluenose Fishing Schooner A1447 87.95
Arrow Gunboat 1814 470mm A1422 93.80
Q-Ship Hunter Length 580mm A1450 94.96
Oseberg Viking Ship A1406/01 99.00
New Bedford Whaleboat 1:16 Scale A1440 112.00
Polacca Venetian Cargo Ship Length A1407 119.95
Bellezza Italian Sports Boat A1612 R/C 153.00
Sexy Lady Riva Type Launch A1611 R/C 173.00

Fifie Scottish Fishing Vessel A1300/09 R/C 700mm 224.00
Robert E Lee Mississippi Steam Boat A1439 243.95
Endeavour Americas Cup Challenger A1700/82 260.00
Dorade Fastnet Yacht 1:20 A1605 279.95
Riva Aquarama Halian Runabout 850mm A1608 R/C319.00
Titanic 1912 1:250 Length 1070mm A1606 374.00
Grand Banks 46 A1607 Modern schooner R/C 529.00

Billing Boats Radio Controlled Model Boat Kit

Kadet B566 99.00
White Star Motor Boat B570 99.00
Hoga Pearl Harbour Tugboat B708 137.00
St Canute Tug B700 165.00
African Queen B588 169.00

Find us on

| Facebook

CORNWALL
VIODEL BOA

www.cornwallmodelboats.co.uk
Highfield Road Industrial Estate, Camelford, Cornwall PL32 9RA

Telephone: 01840 211009

SEGUREJONEINEXSHORRING

EAMAINORDERISERVICE

Free mainland UK delivery on orders over £100
(*excludes surcharge areas)

WE STOCK A WIDE RANGE OF RADIO CONTROL AND
STATIC DISPLAY KITS, FITTINGS, TOOLS AND PLANS

Slo-mo-shun B520 179.00
Boulogne Etaples B534 181.00
Andrea Gail Perfect Storm B726 229.00
Banckert ‘Maasbank’ B516 239.00
Zwarte Zee B592 285.00
Elbjorn Icebreaker B536 323.00
Calypso Research Vessel B560 405.00
Smit Nederland B528 413.00
Colin Archer B728 463.00

Caldercraft R/C Model Boat Kits

Cumbrae 1:32 C7009 354.00
Joffre Tyne Tug C7000 379.00
Talacre 1:48 C7005 379.00
Alte Liebe Harbour Tug C7020 398.00
Schaarhorn 1:35 C7021 505.00
Marie Felling C7003 625.00
Imara Steam Berthing Tug 725.00
Resolve Twin Screw Navel Tug C7024 779.00

Caldercraft Nelsons Navy

Hm Cutter Sherbourne C9010 99.00
HM Yacht Chatham C9011 119.00
HM Mortar Vessel Convulsion 1804 1:64 C9012  126.00
HM Schooner Pickle C9018 174.00
HM Brig Badger C9017 224.75
HMS Snake1797 C9002 260.00
HMS Mars 1794 C9007 264.00
HM Gunboat William 1798 1:32 Scale C9016 269.00
HMS Cruiser 1797 1:64Sc C9001 269.00
HMS Jalouse 1794 C9007 295.00
HM Bomb Vessel Granado 1756 C9015 298.00
HM Bark Endeavour 1768 C9006 315.00
HMS Diane 1794 C9000 599.00

Dumas RC Model Boat Kits

Trojan F-31 Motor Yacht #1205 216.00
PT109 US Navy Boat #1233 220.00
Amercian Beauty Mississippi River Towboat 227.30
PT212 Higgins 78'Patrol Boat #1257 230.00
SC-1 Class Sub Chaser #1259 257.96
Myrtle Corey Memphis river Tow boat #1253 372.00
Jersey City Tugboat #1248 381.60
Miss Circus Gircus #1325 489.60
Viking Ship Gokstad D002 56.00
Nina D012 93.00
Golden Hind D017 126.00
Maria HF31 D016 130.00
Santa maria D008 130.00
Statejacht D023 216.00
La Belle Poule D021 310.00
Nuestra Senora D022 710.00
American Privateer MV55 125.00
Halifax 6 Gun English Schooner MV37 152.00
Golden Hind MV30 167.00
HMS Beagle MV20 169.00
Brittania British Regatta Yacht MV44 170.00
CSS Alabama Steam Sail sloop MV53 204.00
Amerigo Vespucci ltalian Navy Training Ship 360.00

Mantua & Panart Model Boat Kits

Amalfi Med Fishing Boat 702 47.00
Golden Star English Brig 769 94.50
Le Madeline French Fishing Boat 732 107.00
Caesar Roman Bireme 30BC 770 109.00
Black Falcon 18th Century Brig 768 113.00

Mincio Freelance Mahognany Runabout 1:20 704 118.00
HMS Shine English Cutter 777  149.00

Panart Section Deck Between Gun Bays 740 161.00
Bruma Open Cruiser Yacht 1:43 736 227.00
Venetian Passenger Motor Boat 1:28 730 270.00
Gorch Fock German Sail Training Ship 754 322.00
Amerigo Vespucci ltalian Navy Training Ship 799 379.00
Anteo Harbour Tug 1:30 Scale 743 413.00
Aiace Wooden Model Boat Kit Static or R/C 731 413.95

759.00
950.00

Amerigo Vespucci ltalian Sail Training Ship 741
RMS Titanic 725-9 1:200 Scale 725-9

Occre Static Model Boats

NEW! Limited Edition HMS Victory 1:87 PRO01  1215.00
Buccaneer Pirate Ship 565mm Length 0C12002 116.00
Golden Hind 1:85 Scale 0612003 116.00
DOS Amigos Brigantine Schooner 905mm 138.00

Aurora Brig 1:65S¢ 0C13001 682mm long 140.00
HMS Beagle 1:65 Scale 0C12005 166.99
HMS Terror 1:75 Scale 0C12004 166.99
Corsair Brig 1:80 Scale 0C13600 172.00
HMS Revenge 1:85 Scale 0C13004 172.00
Cazador Xebec 1:60 Scale 0C14002 178.00
Mississippi Paddle Steamer 1:80 0C14003 214.00

Apostle Felipe Galleon 1:60 0C14000 256.00
Ulises Ocean Going Tug 0C61001 256.00
Diana Frigate 1792 1:85 Scale 0C14001 265.00
Cutaway Hull Bounty 0C14006 312.00

Prinz Eugen German Heavy Cruiser 0C16000 449.94

RO-Marin (Robbe) Model boat kits

Dolly Harbour Launch 1:20 R1005C 107.00
Florida Motor Yacht R1166 149.95
Antje Fishing Boat 1:25 R1110C 169.00
Neptun Tug inc fittings R1030C 235.00
Fireboat FLB-1 With Fittings set R1091C 251.60
Contesse Sailing Yacht R1072C 265.00
Happy Hunter Salvage Tug with Fittings R1106C 745.00

Sergal Model Boat Kits

Achille American Pilot Cutter (794) 95.00
HMS Racehorse Bomb Vessel (793) 103.50
HMS Jamaica 14 Gun Sloop (784) 155.00
HMS Sharke Sloop 1711 (783) 155.00
HMS Bounty 1787 (785) 193.00
HMS Peregrine Galley Runner Class (786) 216.00
Dutch Whaler Baleniera Olandese (790) 284.00
HMS Victory Nelsons Flagship (782) 405.00
Mississippi River Steamboat 1:50 734 425.00
Cutty Sark Tea Clipper (789) 447.00
Sovereign Of the Seas 1637 (787) 750.00
Vasa Swedish Man of War 1628 (737) 759.00

SLEC Radio Controlled Model Boat Kits

Samurai Kit 622mm SLPR05 56.88
Arrow 25.75 inches PR804C 654mm Long 92.35
River Police Launch 660mm Long PR809C 93.71
Wavemaster 864mm PR800C 107.50

ALL THE HARDWARE, BUILDING MATERIALS AND RC EQUIPMENT REQUIRED TO COMPLETE YOUR MODEL

Visitithelwebsitelforfourifullirangelofikits:

www: cornwallmodelboats co-uk
email: sales@cornwallmodelboats.co.uk

Prices are correct at the time of printing, but are subject to change without notice

SPECIALIST ADVICE
AVAILABLE!

-

BIRTHDAY, LEAVING

PARTY, ANNIVERSARY

GIFT VOUCHERS
AVAILABLE

Huntress 863mm long PR819C 183.25
Fairy Huntsman 31- 1193mm long PR816C 254.00

Taka Black Sea Fishing Boat TM121 42.00
Skipsmodeller Killing Sailing Boat TM113 128.00
Nordic Class Boats Vega Schooner TM107 179.00

Skipsmodeller Astraal Nordic Fishing Boat TM112 292.00

Victory Models

Lady Nelson Cutter XVl Century 115.00
HMS Fly 1776 1:64 Scale 259.00
HM Bomb Vessel Granado 1:64 Scale 269.00
HMS Pegasus 1776 1:64 Scale 340.00
Mercury 20 Gun Brig 1:64 354.00
Revenge 1577 Navy Royal Warship 1:64 Scale  395.00
HMS Vanguard 1787 74 gun ship 1:74 Scale 685.00

Tamiya Radio Controlled Vehicles to build

Grasshopper Off Road Car TAM58346 93.50
2CV6 Charlestown (m-05) TAM58655 123.25
Reinert Racing Man TGS (TT-01E) TAM58642 140.26
1000 TCR Berlina Corse (MB01) TAM58721 157.21
Honda Civic SIR (EG6) Drift Spec (TT-02D) 157.25
The Frog TAM58354 161.50
Konghead 6X6 (G6-01) TAM58646 169.99
Blackfoot 2016 Off Road Car 178.50
Boomerang 2008 TAM58418 203.99
Ford F-350 High Lift TAM58372 450.49
Cutty Sark ACA14110 7.19
New Bedford Whaler ACA14204 8.09
Roman Warship B.C 50 ACA14207 21.59
RMS Titanic Centenary Edition ACA14214 22.49
Graf Spee German Pocket Batteship 40.49
Bismark German Battleship ACA14109 44.99
HMS Warspite 1942 ACA14105 53.99
Hitech Battery Box for Receiver 3.50
Fusion NX83 TX/RXAC AC 9.95
Aluminium Battery Charger Case 21.98
Carson CS-6 Servo 6KG/JR 22.99
Karbonite Hitech Quarter Scale Winch Servo 36.82
2.4GHZ Radio Control set servo/battery/ charger 86.99

2.4ghz Radio Control set servo/battery/ charger/ESC125.00

Tool Sets

Basic modelling tool set 4 Parts 11.99
Mantua Glue, sanding stick/paper, Knife, Hammer,Drill 28.90
Plank Bender, Tweezers, Hammer, Rasp, Ruler, pliers33.24

Excel Woodworking Wooden Boxed set 41.80
Amati Precision Toolset A7012 45.00
Excel Deluxe Wooden Ship Modellers Tool Set 82.99

And to Complete your model every kind of

All Purpose, Super Glue, Wood Glue, ABS & Plastic Glues
Billings, Humbrol, Mantua, Occre, Revell, Tamiya in paints
Vallejo paints, Admiralty & Occre Wood Stains

Humbrol, Mantua, Milliput, Revell, Vallejo fillers & puttys
Guild sanding sealers & dopes, grades of sanding paper
Modelcraft & tamiya masking tapes, refills and curves
Give us a call or facebook message for many more products
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Marine motors™

Brushed motors for model'RC boats'

Waterproof, 12V, amplified sound
module for model boats that require
realistic sound with engine start/stop,
horn and changing running sound.
Speaker included!

See website for available sounds.

24 Month Warranty on all
Mtroniks electronic products
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