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Plastic Kits

Trumpeter HMS Hood 1;200 scale

Trumpeter HMS Nelson 1:200 scale

Trumpeter HMS Rodney 1:200 scale
Trumpeter USS Missouri 1:200 scale 1352mm
Trumpeter Bismarck 1941 1:200 scale 1265mm
Italeri Schnellboot S-100 1:35

litaleri MTB77 1:35 scale 632mm

Italeri PT109 Torpedo Boat 1:35 scale

MTB Vosper St.Nazaire Raid MTB 74
Trumpeter HMS Repulse 1941 1:350
Trumpeter HMS Hood (1941) 1:350

Trumpeter Prinz Eugen 1945 1:350

Trumpeter Admiral Hipp
Trumpeter HMS Cornwz
Trumpeter HMS Exeter
Trumpeter HMS York Ci

Plastic Kit Up

HMS Cornwall fittings uj
HMS Dreadnought 1907
HMS Hood detail sheet
Bismarck etched detail ©
Prince of Wales cranes
§-100 Schnellboot gun ¢
Jeremiah O'Brien Libert

Admiral Hipper etched s
U-boat VIIC/41 for 1:72
Gato class submarine fc
Elco PT596 1:35 scale

Wooden deck & Etch se

Dockyard

1021 Chinese Junk, plan 1:100 400mm

1028 HMS Victory plan , 1:100 950mm

1032 HMS Bounty plan 1:60 720mm

1040 New Bedford Whaler plans 1:16. 550mm
1200/03 Riva Aquarama plan 1:10 scale 860mm
1200/10 Endeavour Plan 1:80 480mm

1200/82 Endeavour J Class Plan 1:35 1130mm
1200/83 Titanic Plan 1:250 1070mm

1100/08 Revenge plan 1577 1:64 scale 885mm
1100/01 Lady Nelson Cutter Plan 1:64 530mm
1100/03 HMS Fly Plan 1:64 800mm

1100/04 HMS Vanguard Plan 1:72 1171
1100/05 HMS Pegasus plan 1:64 800mm
1100/06 Mercury plan 1:64 860mm

969 HMS Victory plans, Scale 1:78.

971 Open Whaler, plans, Scale 1:16.

975 Victory Bow section, plans, Scale 1:78

977 Armed Pinnace, plans, Scale 1:16.

979 Royal Caroline, plans, Scale 1:47

990 Victory Long Boat, plans, Scale 1:16.

This is just a selection of over 1000 plans available

R/C Equipment

RadioLink 8 channel + 2 receivers combo
Planet 2+2 4 Channel Combo

Viper Marine 40 amp speed controller
Viper Marine 25 amp speed controller
Viner Marine 20amn sneed controller

CAP/A112/10 Echo sounder 23mm x 19mm
CAP/R942 'D' section fender 15mm high 2 mtr
CAP/A70/15 Fire monitor kit 37mm high
CAP/AQYG Chrome steering wheel 48mm dia
CAP/B60 60mm dia ship's wheel. Chrome
CAP/A110/15 Radar receiver and stand. 19mm
CAP/A68/15 GPS receiver radome 10mm high
CAP/A115/15 VHF radio base & handset 14mm
CAP/A112/10Echo sounder/ 23mm x 19mm
This is just a selection of the range available.

BECC Letter & Number sets

2A Avial Lettering 2 mm,
3A Arial Lettering 3 mm,
4A Avrial Lettering 4 mm,
6A Avrial Lettering 6 mm,
8A Avrial Lettering 8 mm,
10A Arial Lettering 10 mm,
12A Arial Lettering 12 mm,
15A Arial Lettering 15 mm,
20A Arial Lettering 20 mm,
25A Arial Lettering 25 mm,
5A Arial Lettering 5 mm,
Available in most colours

Waterline Marking Sets

White, Size: 1:24

Wikitn o

Hull Markings Imperial, Colour:
Y PN

K67010 Porthole, 10mm, With 6 Hole Flange, (Pack 10)
K67012 Porthole, 12mm, With 6 Hole Flange, (Pack 10)
K67014 Porthole, 14mm, With 6 Hole Flange (Pack 10)
K67016 Porthole, 16mm, With 6 Hole Flange, (Pack 10)
K67018 Porthole, 18mm, With 6 Hole Flange (Pack 10)
K67020 Porthole, 20mm, With 6 Hole Flange,(Pack 10)

Brass Stanchions

K66206 2 Hole Stanchion, Brass 6mm (Pack of 10)
K66210 2 Hole Stanchion, Brass 10mm (Pack of 10)
K66215 2 Hole Stanchion, Brass 15mm (Pack of 10)
K66220 2 Hole Stanchion, Brass 20mm (Pack of 10)
K66225 2 Hole Stanchion, Brass 25mm (Pack of 10)
K66230 2 Hole Stanchion, Brass 30mm (Pack of 10)
K66235 2 Hole Stanchion, Brass 35mm (Pack of 10)
K66240 2 Hole Stanchion, Brass 40mm (Pack of 10)
K66011 3 Hole R.N Stanchion, 11mm 1:96 (Pack of 10)
K66015 3 Hole R.N Stanchion, 5mm 1:72 (Pack of 10)
K66022 3 Hole R.N Stanchion, 22mm 1:48 Pack of 10)
This is just a selection of our massive range.

Crew Figures

DF11 Civilian/R.N Officer wearing cap and pullover
DF12 Seated ships captain wearing cap and pullover
DF13 R.N/ Civilian wearing waterproof jacket

DF15 Seated civilian crew figure

P2 VRIS

| started the Model Dockyard way back in :
1987. After 33 successful years, | h
- finally decided that now is a good t

~=-= take and enjoy an early retirement.

DX Wooden deck & Etc!
Wooden deck for HMS t
DX Wooden deck and e
DX Wooden deck and e
Wooden deck Value Pai
Wooden deck for KG5 1
Wooden deck for Price (
Wooden deck for Bisma

Double Block, 7mm Walnut (Pack of 10)
Deadeye, 9mm Walnut (Pack of 10)
Deadeye, 7mm Walnut (Pack of 10)
Deadeye, 5mm Walnut (Pack of 10)
Deadeye, 3mm Walnut (Pack of 10)
Deadeye, 2mm Walnut (Pack of 10)
Deadeye, 12mm Walnut (Pack of 10)

This is just selection from our massive range.

Display Bases and Columns

5695/30 Varnished Hardwood Base 300x100mm
5695/40 Varnished Hardwood Base 400x120mm
5695/50 Varnished Hardwood Base 500x150mm
5695/80 Varnished Hardwood Base 800x550mm
5690/26 26mm high Brass mounting column
5690/29 29mm  high Brass mounting column
5690/35 35mm high Brass mounting column
5685/00 Turned Wood Mounting Column 65mm
5685/02 Turned Wood Mounting Column 28mm
5685/03 32mm Walnut mounting column
5685/04 51mm Walnut mounting column

Timber

Lime Strip 0.5mm x 2mm x 1000mm

Lime Strip 0.6 x 10mm x approx 1 metre long
Lime Strip 0.6 x 3mm x approx 1 metre long
Lime Strip 0.6 x 4mm x approx 1 metre long
Limn Qivin 0 & w & ~ q

9

ng
ng
ng

ave g
Ime to 1

s Qver the next few weeks the website will

DX Wooden deck and e
DX Wooden deck and R
DX 2Wooden deck & et
DX Wooden deck and e
Wooden deck for HMS t
Wooden deck for Graf €
Wooden deck for HMS f
DX Wooden deck and R
Flower Class Corvette C
Flower Class Corvette T

Harold Under

Cutty Sark Clipper Ship
Marie Sophie of Falmou
Lady of Avenel. Wood. ¢
74-Gun Two-Decker (Ci
Lady Daphne Thames €
12-Gun Brig-of-War. Lin
Cunard Liner Servia, 1:*
40-Gun Frigate (Circa 1
Valerian. Brixham Trawl
Diesel Ring Net Fishing
Three Brothers. Rye Fis
Muirneag. Scottish Zulu
Clyde Puffer Sealight, 5
Leon. Wood Brigantine

remain open for business in order to clear
remaining stock.

| foresee closure taking place sometime in

1 long
ng
ng

ha
1s stocks
shi

Set

== January 2021 but | will make a final decision

R/C Boat Plar

MM1348 Miranda Stean

L] (]
MM1040 Enterprise: 1:1

MV 240 LIS It I S CO | I I I I l e Ce I I I e r
MM1246 H.M.S Inflexibl [ ]

MM1256 H.M.S Exeter «
MM1387 H.M.S Diamon

MM609 Brave Borderer:

MM672 H.M.S Hood: 1

MM1367 Norfolk Wherry

MM1212 H.M.S Ark Roy

MM189 Wil Everard Thames Barge: 1:48 scale
MM1290 Tank Landing Craft MKIV: 1:48 scale
MM153 Dinghy: 14 foot sailing dinghy21in
MM412 Range Safety Launch: 1:12 scale 43in
MM1292 Director: navy paddle tug. 1:48 scale
MM1365 Celia Jane: Sailing Barge 1:24
MM1441 Formidable: Steam drifter 1:33
MMS67 Cervia: Thames tug in 1:48 scale
MMB897 H.M.S Kent : 1:96 early cruiser 58in
MM1202 H.M.S Dreadnought 33in

MM1310 Clochlight Clyde Puffer 1:36

MM1448 Liverpool Lifeboat: 1:12 scale

MMB826 St Louis Belle: sten-wheeler 33in
MM1178 Inchcolm Clyde puffe 1:32 scale
MM1275 Revive Brixham sailing trawler 1:60
MM1368 Victoria:Thames steam launch 1:12
MM737 Eileen: motor fishing boat 1:24
MM1444 Pilot 40 policelpilot launch 27%
MMS00 Cossack: 38inTribal class destroyer
MM1335 Vosper 731t rescue launch 1:24 scale
MM1407 Smit Nederland: 1:28 scale tug.

This is just a selection of the huge range available.

Static Display Kit Plans

1004 Greek Bireme plan 560mm

1006 Vikingship, Osjberg plan 1:50 440mm
1009 Santa Maria plan 1:65 scale 540mm
1013 Mayflower plan, Scale 1:60.

1016 HMS Prince plan 750mm

1019 Greek Galley plan, Length 560mm.

Brass Propeller (A Type) 60mm -3 Blade-M4
Brass Propeller (A Type) 65mm -3 Blade-M4

Brass Propeller (A Type) 65mm -3 Blade-M4

Brass Propeller (A Type) 70mm-3 Blade-M5

Brass Propeller (A Type) 75mm -3 Blade-M5

This is just a selection of a huge range of 3, 4 and 5
blades props in stock

Raboesch Bow Thrusters

Bow thruster unit with motor 14mm I/D
Bow thruster unit with motor 16mm I/D
Bow thruster unit with motor 19mm I/D
Bow thruster unit with motor 22mm I/D
Bow thruster unit with motor 25mm I/D
Mini Bow thruster unit with motor 10mm I/D
Bow thruster unit with motor 30mm I/D

Asst CAP Maquette Fittings

CAP/R113 Modern boat fender, 48mm long
CAP/R112 Modern boat fender, 39,mm long
CAP/R114 Modern boat fender, 56mm long
CAP/A48/15 Searchlight, 21mm dia x 28mm high
CAP/A84 Danforth anchor 50mm long
CAP/R940 'D' section fender 9mm high 2 mtr
CAP/R6 Liferaft container 58mm long

CAPIA62 Enclosed round radar array 30mm dia
CAP/A83 CQR Plough anchor. 60mm long
CAPIR70/20 Orange Lifebelt 30mm dia
CAP/A91/10 Motorboatlyacht winch 47mm wide
CAP/R103 Modern boat fender, 32mm dia

LESP5 Cowl Vent 27mm high
1:72 scale Warship Fittings

Flower Class Corvette Deck & Fittings Set 1:72
Flower Class Corvette Type "C' Bridge Set 1:72
Flower Class Corvette Depth Charge Set

4in Gun Mark IX Breech Loading Gun 1:72"
Coastal Forces Guardrail Set

21in Torpedo and Tubes Set (2)"

Moored Mine & Sinker Set

Single 20mm Oerlikon Guns (2)

2 Pdr. Pom-Pom Gun with Bandstand 1:72

16t Dinghy & Stowage 67mm long 1:72 scale
Oval Carley Floats 43mm x 25mm (2) 1:72
18in Torpedo and Tubes Set (2)

Rectangular Carley Floats 38x30mm (2) 1:72
2in Rocket Flare Set incl. Stowage Boxes 1:72
Hedgehog Anti-Sub. Weapon 1:72 scale
Chemical Smoke Apparatus & Smoke Float Set
Wooden Reversible Life Raft 1:72

Single Depth Charge & Chute Set

Type A Mine Set (4)

Twin .303 Vickers Gas Operated MG Set (2)
9in Porthole (Scuttle) Set 4mm O/D (60)

Twin .303 Lewis Gun Set 1,72 scale (2)

This is just a selection of the range available

Brass Portholes

K67008 Porthole, 8mm, With 6 Hole Flange, (Pack 10)

Rigging Thread

Rigging Thread, 0.1mm Natural
Rigging Thread, 0.25mm Black

Rigging Thread, 0.25mm Natural

Rigging Thread, 0.5mm Black

Rigging Thread, 0.5mm Natural

Rigging Thread, 0.75mm Black

Rigging Thread, 0.75mm Natural

Rigging Thread, 1mm Black

Rigging Thread, 1.0mm Natural

Rigging Thread, 1.3mm Black (10mtr)
Rigging Thread, 1.3mm Natural (10 mtr)
Rigging Thread, 1.7mm Natural 5 mtr
Rigging Thread, 1.8mm Black

Rigging Thread, 2.5mm Natural (2.5mtr)
This is just a selection of the range available.

Rigging Blocks & Deadeyes

Single Block, 2mm Walnut (Pack of 10)
Single Block, 3mm Walnut (Pack of 10)
Single Block, 4mm Walnut (Pack of 10)
Single Block, 5mm Walnut (Pack of 10)
Single Block, 6mm Walnut (Pack of 10)
Single Block, 7mm Walnut (Pack of 10)
Single Block, 10mm Walnut (Pack of 10)
Double Block, 3mm Walnut (Pack of 10)
Double Block, 4mm Walnut (Pack of 10)
Double Block, 5mm Walnut (Pack of 10)
Double Block, 6mm Walnut (Pack of 10)

WIRS 105 /92 DIdSS RUU 14111 (1)
MKS164 1/8 Brass Rod

MKS165 5/32 Brass Rod (1)

MKS166 3/16 Brass Rod (1)

MKS125 1/16 Brass Tube (Pack of 3)
MKS126 3/32 Brass Tube (Pack of 3)
MKS127 1/8 Brass Tube (1)

MKS128 5/32 Brass Tube (1)

MKS129 3/16 Brass Tube (1)

MKS130 7/32 Brass Tube (1)

MKS131 1/4 Brass Tube (1)

MKS132 9/32 Brass Tube

MKS133 5/16 Brass Tube (1)

This is just a selection of the range available.

Books

Scale Model Tugs
Period Ship Kit Builders Manual
Period Ship Handbook Vol 1
Model Ships Fittings

Painting Model Boats

Scale Model Steamboats

Making Model Boats with Styrene
The Model Tug Boat Book:

Scale Model Warships

Radio Control In Model Boats
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Model Tugnology....................... the driving force

Winalass
& Winches

Ful Colour Catalogue %

The Boat Shed, Highcliffe Park, Ingham Cliff, Lincoln LN12YQ tel: 01522 730731 / 689209
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DEANS MARINE Deafgzl\jl’a"rﬁ:g”;gg‘;'°9“es : Visit the NEW OUTLET CENTRE
- T and SHOWROOM or our ONLINE
CONQUEST DROVE, FARCET. Raboesch £4..00 ! 1 SHOP FOR KITS & ACCESSO-

RB Fittings £2..00 | I
PETEBBOROUGH’ PE7 3DH Deluxe adhesives RIES
01733 244166 £3..00 postage each g5\ The only model boat shop,

www.deansmarine.co.uk Or all 5 for £12..50 incl p&p u k e R showroom, and a test pond.

P T BOAT 1/24 Scale |

RIK BALTIC LINE

BIK BYELIC [IWE

i . -H;T. = . =
JONRIX 1/100 Scale EPIC MENORCA  1/96 Scale KRISTINA drifter 1/48Scale
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When you have finished with
this magazine please recycle it.

26 How to get into
Fast Electric racing
lan Williams provides some

Paper supplied from wood grown in 19 Titanic Prize Draw useful advice on how to gg’r started,
forests managed in a sustainable way. WIN Revell's new easy-click 1:600 ‘t’)"hqgo eXpC?CT and the efiquette fo
e opserve

scale Titanic kit & 3D Iceberg set
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Drrive Motor

3.7V LiPo battery

2.4Ghz Recaiver Rudder Servo

32 Transferable tech
Phil Button shares details of how to repur-

pose an R/C model helicopter esc to achieve

both forward and reverse control in a small
plastic model boat kit conversion...

36 Your guide to building this
month’s FREE PLAN

Ray Wood presents Mini Mist and supplies
instructions to work from and some really
useful hints and tips along way

42 Saint Brendan, Part 2
Mike Benson completes the story of his
gorgeous Galway hooker

50 Boiler Room
Richard Simpson helps
simplify setting up of an
oscillator control valve

52 Soobrazitelnyy
Dave Wooley continues his 1:72 scale
build of the new Russian multi-purpose
Soobrazitelnyy corvette

60 Memory Lane

Dave Wiggins' reflects on a pretty,
if imperfect, present from
Christmas past...

62 Auction news
What's it worth? We report back on some
recent salesroom realisations

64 What's your story?

Our Ed appeals for more feature writers to
step forward and provides some (hopefully,
useful) guidelines to get you started

66 Your letters
Views aired and information shared

69 Your models
The launch party that everyone's invited to
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WELCOME

TO THE DECEMBER 2020/

JANUARY 2021 ISSUE
OF MODEL BOATS

ue fo the second national
Dlockdown we've had to

again revise our publication
schedules, so firstly apologies for the
fact that you're reading this issue a
little later than envisaged.

Unfortunately, our inferview with
Charles Miller Auctions Ltd has also
had to be postponed, but you can
enjoy a little taste of hobby-related,
‘cash in the attic’ type, nostalgia on
this month’s Auction News pages.

On the subject of content, you'll
see on the Letters pages that the
Chairman of the North West Scale
Model Boat Club’s comments (aired
last month) about the need for more
balance and variety of subject
matter in the mag has prompted
some lively debate. As a newcomer
to the scene myself, | genuinely have
no thematic preference or bias, but
| so empathise with reader Greg
Lamb, who points out: “/ see few
warships afloat compared fo the
sport runabouts, fugs, fishing boats
and so on, but for that very reason
| welcome the coverage of those
in the magazine. | am less fussed
about the boats | see every week (or
did until lockdown Mk 2) because of
how frequently | falk fo the builders
of those boats".|, too, am all for
expanding my general knowledge
(especially as I'm a bit of quiz show
fan) and I'm also always keen to try
and gain a better understanding of
what makes others tick, and why.

Naturally, as individuals there will
be some subjects that simply leave
us cold. Rather like good teachers,
however, great storytellers can
somehow breathe life info even
the seemingly mundane. If you've
ever watched David Attenborough
enthuse over the ingenuity of ants
or Brian Cox fascinatingly explain
different aspects of particle physics
in layman'’s terms, you'll know what
I'm talking about. It's all about the
infectiousness of passion, and
passion is something this hobby has
in spades.

I'm hoping, therefore, that whether
you're a seasoned vet or a complete
novice you'll give some thought fo
how you can compelling convey
the passion you have for your own
chosen specialism by sharing ‘the
learns’ and trying your hand at
feature writing. Don't worry if you're
not the best at spelling, grammar or
punctuation; what I'm really looking
for, as outlined in my feature writing
guidelines on pages 62-63, are
stories that will intfrigue and engage.

I'm now alll spaced out (literally —

I haven't started the party early!),
so let me wrap up by wishing you
all a very merry Christmas and a
healthy, happy New Year!

Lindsey




Signals

Our hobby-related
news round-up

If you have a news story for these pages, please contact
the Editor, Lindsey Amrani, via e-mail at editor@modelboats.co.uk
Alternatively, pick up the phone and call 01689 869840

@® Name plaques for all four ships
of this class (U-9, U-10, U-11
and U-12);

® Optional upper rudders;
optional masts;

@ A positionable exhaust stack;

@ Turnbuckles for advanced
modellers;

® A display stand.

“ 4 On completion, the model will be
804mm long, 150mm high and

m‘ have an 83mm beam.
as er announces 51U Seler st

U-Boot), a petroleum-electric

I .72 w w I submarine commissioned as
® sca e or ar the first ship in its class was
P launched in February 1910. This
double hulled U-Boat measured
u Lo Boat klt 57.38 metres long, 6m wide,
had a draft of 3.13 metres and a
displacement of 493 tons above
and 611 tons under water. It
could dive o a maximum of 50
metres in about 50-90 seconds.
It was powered by 1000 HP
petroleum motors on the surface
and by 1160 HP electric motors
while submerged, facilitating a
speed 14.2 knots above water and
8.1 knots under water. Armament
consisted of six forpedoes, which
could be fired through two bow
and two stern tubes.

[l © 2020 DW72001 UNTERSEEBOOT U3 CLASS drawn by HAMANN STUDIOS
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ue for release in January ® 164 parts of accurate shape §
D202'I is German plastic and dimension; §

model kit manufacturer
Das Werk’s newly tooled 1:72 @ Highly detailed surfaces with
scale S.M. U-9. Exciting news, as realistic rivet details; GOT TO HAVE 1IT?
this World War 1 U-Boat, which The kit will carry a recommended retail price of €99 and pre-orders
can genuinely be credited with @ Hptional sail railings with fine can be now be placed with Das Werk's UK distributor
revolutionising naval warfare, details on both sides; Albion Hobbies (https:/www.albionhobbies.com) or via
has never before been modelled Das Werk's web shop at https://www.modellbau-koenig.de/en.
as a 1:72 scale plastic kit. ® The option of open or closed The above mentioned book is included as part of the package but

Das Werk tells us the kit hatches and torpedo doors; as explained can also be ordered separately at a cost of €14.95.

(Ref. DW72001) will feature:
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On September 22, 1914, while
patrolling the Broad Fourteens, a
region of the southern North Seq,
U-9 spotted the British armoured
cruisers, the HMS Aboukir,

HMS Hogue and HMS Cressy,
which had been assigned to
prevent German surface vessels
from entering the eastern end

of the English Channel, and
promptly torpedoed them. All
three were sunk in less than an
hour, resulting in the loss of 1,459
lives and sending shock waves
through Britain’s Admiralty, who
up until this point had widely
regarded submarines as ‘toys".

On October 15 of that same
year, U-9 struck again, this
fime capsizing the British
armoured cruiser, HMS Hawke.
In recognition of her prowess,
U-9's fower was adorned with an
Iron Cross — an almost unique
honour, only bestowed upon one
other vessel during World War |
(the small cruiser SMS Emden). In
all, U-9 undertook seven combat
cruise, remarkably destroying
five warships (no other boat
was atftributed with sinking
more warships than this during
the conflict) and 13 merchant
ships. Surrendered to the British
at end of the war in 1918, she
was subsequently scrapped in
Morecambe, Lancashire in 1919.

The surviving data and
partial drawings relating to this
U-Boat found were inconsistent
and conflicted with the
images sourced for research
and development purposes.
Undeterred, Das Werk got
in fouch with two divers, Neil
Richmond and James Hartley.
They were able to measure and
photograph the wreckage of
SM U-12, a vessel of the same
type located on the seabed at
a depth of around 50 metres
approximately 25 kilometers off
the Scottish coast.

The information that surfaced
from this in depth exploration,
along with lots of the archive
material sourced on U-9 and
its missions, is shared in a
fascinating illustrated 100-page
paperback book, is included free
with the first edition of Das Werk's
U-9 kit. If, however, you're not a
plastic kit modeller but simply a
keen historian with an inferest
in the role and impact of the
German Imperial Navy's U-Boats
during World War |, the good
news is that the book can also be
ordered as a stand-alone item. @

Model Boats Dec 2020/jan 2021

Time running out to

Signals

save national treasures

plot fo defeat of the Spanish Armada has
been launched by The National Museum of
the Royal Navy. Although these unique hand-drawn
maps were sold earlier this year for £600,000, the
Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and
Sportimposed a femporary stay of execution in the
form of export ban while a last-ditch campaign was
mounted fo fry and ensure they remain in Britain.
Believed to be based on a set of engravings by
Elizabethan cartfographer Robert Adams, then
surveyor of the Queen'’s Works, the draughtsman
responsible for them is unknown. It's thought,
however, that the maps were drawn shortly after
the battle in 1588 in the Netherlands and went on to
inspire the tapestries that hung in the House of Lords
for nearly 250 years.
Dominic Tweddle, Director General of the National
Museum explains: “The Armada maps represent
a defining moment in England’s naval history and

A bid to save ten maps drawn as part of the

speak directly to our identity as an island nation. They
depict a Navy and country that defended our shores
against a world superpower and are a milestone in
the story of England.

This has been an incredibly fough year for the
Museum, with our COVID enforced closure and loss
of revenue. However, when we learned that the maps
could be lost abroad into private hands we decided
we were honour bound fo step in and lead the fight fo
save them for the nation”.

While the National Museum has already laid
down £100K from an annual purchase grant from
the Royal Navy and secured the rollover of the
export ban until January 2021, the clock is ticking
and there’s still £500K to be raised if the Museum
is to secure incredible items, bringing them into
public ownership and place them on display for the
very first time.

Anyone wishing to support the campaign should
visit nmrn.org.uk/armada-maps to find out more. @
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October issue
prize winners

We are delighted fo announce that the winning
entrants in the prize draws featured in our
October issue are as follows:

The Batela Giftware Engine Room Clock

Peter T.B. Fisher of Chichester, West Sussex

The Revell Mayflower Kit

J.T. Patterson of Bedlington, Northumberland  B:751%i18 NAVY

MOTOR GUN BOAT

The Haynes Gun Boat Manual
Brian Young of Cirencester, Gloucestershire

Congratulations to you all!

www.modelboats.co.uk
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Waterproof MG

NEW 2 CHANNEL RADIO!
ABSIMA 2 Channel 2.4GHz Combo

Transmitter & Receiver!
Adjustable Travel Volume
On Rudder Servo

HOWES MODELS

Unit 188 Cherwell Business Centre
(Part of Station Field Industrial Estate
Rowles Way, Kidlington, OX5 1]

www.howesmodels.co.uk
Fast mail order - Overseas postage at cost

" >
e d
s o}

Futaba T2HR
SUPER STRENGTH 20,8 25K¢ ST
: omplete with 2 Channel
STANDARD SIZE, INCLUDE FITTINGS v it -
ASWELL AS METAL ARM! WATERPROOF ! . ARGE RA . - .
ONLY%£54.99, ™ NG RATYAY 1 | Additional Receivers £19.00!
20KG - £15.99- 25KG - £16.99 == 7.2 VOLT BATTERY PACKS
Radio Link TSFB [l 1500MAH - £5.50 NEW! Kingmax Sail
FUTABA T6L 8Channel 2.4Ghz oot iy Winch Servo’s
2 4GHz 6 CHANNEL Replacing thepopular 28 = 2 \ s
eceiver set ata greatprice. W a4 3800MAH - £19.99 1.5 Tum Standard Size Servo Speed:
R3106GF RECEIVER Only £49.99 pmceina g 03/ e 4 O 239
OUR PRICE £79.99! | asaitonainxs15.90 SO S— 0.9/360Torque: 6.1kg- Only £9.99
4.0 Tum Standard Size Servo Speed:
= NEW IN! MC6A Lead Acid Batteries 0.9/360 Torque: 6.1kg- Only£9.99
P 4 6 VOLT LOAMP - £4.99 4.0 Tum Standard Size Metal Gears
g 3 hol icludes 6 VOLT L.3AMP - £4.99 Speed: 0.9,/360 Torque: 12kg - Only £14.99
. = I‘s VOLT 3.4 AMP- £5.99 6.0 Tum Standard Size Servo Speed:
. = _ Receiver o 6 VOLT 4.5AMP - £5.50 = 0.9/360 Torque: 6.1kg - Only £9.99

= mw  Excellent Quality - = | 6.0Tum StandardSize Metal Gears
T.. 6VOLT7AMP-£899 ... | S0 .
Only £47.50 || 53 6V0LT 12AMP- £13.99 | gl | SPee:0.5/360Torme: 122¢- Only £14.99
—— 12VOLT2.1AMP - £6.99 =
BACK IN STOCK! 12VOLT3.4AMP - £11.50 W s Standard

12VOLT4.5AMP - £12.99

12VOLT7 AMP - £11.50!

6V JELLY CHAGER - £9.99
12VJELLY CHARGER - £10.99

SPEKTRUM 2.4GHZ SETS

PLANET RADIO! 2,6,12V JELLY CHARGER- £11.99
New 4 Channel 2.4GHz Combo @ - m
Transmitter & Receiver! AB& Waterproof Li-Po
Stick Type with Dual
mm?rm — Marine Speed Controllers at Great Prices
& ServoReverse. NEW RANGE WITH LOW PRICES! 7.4v 1000mah - £10.99
Includes receiver, 10A4.8-12vONLY £20.99 NEW PRICE! 7.4v 1300mah - £11.99
ftm‘l':‘::: 15A 6-12 VONLY £20,99 NEW PRICE! 7.4v 1600mah - £13.49
& 1x3 way switch 15APLUGN PLAY 6-12v- £20.99 7.4v2200mah - £14.99
OUR PRICEONLY 15A 12-24 VONLY £29.99 7.4v3900mah - £26.99
£44 99! 20A6-12 VONLY £25.99 11.1v 1000mah - £14.99
= . OAPLUGN PLAY 6-12v- £25.99 11.1v 1300mah - £16.99
Additional Receivers £15.99! 25A 6-12 VONLY £30.99 11.1v 1600mah - £18.99
2.4GHz & 27MHz Receivers SAPLUGN PLAY -12v- £30.99 11.1v2200mah - £16.99
27MHZ 4 CH QSF Receiver £8.50 TR T—— 40A6-12 VONLY £44.99 11.1v3900mah £38.99
Absima 2CH Receiver £19.00 1/3/5A Li-PO & NiMH _ FUSION AQUAPOWER 280A Only £34.99 11.1v5000mah - £47.99
Radio Link 8CH Receiver £15.99 e e ) 7 ).
Futaba R3106GF 6CH £28.99 R BRUSHLESS SPEED CONTROLS SERVOS
Futaba R2006 4CH 2.4Ghz £39.99 | (urPrice Only £22.99! Y/ MTRONIKS G2 HYDRA 15A BRUSHLESS POWER 3KG STANDARD - £4.00
Futaba 617FS 7Ch 2.4Ghz RX £69.99 RRP £49,99- NOW £36.99 ‘?{*_;E\OB‘J'_[ DJ&?;P’E% D é;!-‘;ﬂ
Futaba 2 Ch Am 27mhz £21.99 MTRONIKS G2 HYDRA 30A BRUSHLESS RADIE NT S2KG BEWATE R RES 6799
Futaba 2ch Am 40mhz £21.99 - mhfa?:m/m i ;’:&39;’9‘%;:% :;r:ifg" - FUTABA 3010 6.5 TORQUE - £24.99
Futaba R202GF 2 Ch 2.4GHz £25.99 | Fusion NXS6 - 4- S -MH, MTRO FUT 3014 WATERPROOF - £24.99
Satum 6CH 2.4GHz RX £23.50 Variable charge rate, 0.5-5amps. ERP 504,99 - NOW 56250 FUTABA 3004 BALLRACE - 21165
Volantex 7CH 2.4GHz RX £16.99 Mains operated, Peak detection BUY 4 x 3004 FOR ONLY £46.00
Fusion NX87 - 6-8 Cells Ni-CD/Ni-MH, HE(\)\;\E_.‘E;]IHI:]I “En&mr)_ffu 0
' TWIN 5amp output charger. Peak VECTOR SR48 RTR ORAFaasS
GT Power SD4 NEW IN! detection on both outputs MICRO METAL GEARED £4.99
Low Cost UK Mains Multi Charger ' 0 ON
Max Charge Output 3A

PO 2-453.7v-14.8v
Nicd/ NiMH Celis - 1-16
NIMH Voitage: 4.8v-14.8v

1 High Powered Waterproof Servo £6.99
FOR ONLY £26.50! SR, “WINCH &
SUPER SERVO SPECIAL!

PEED MINTSERY O ONLY £4.00 (4 for £15.00)
FAST CHARGERS !f f'- BOAT HIGH POWERED BALLRACED £7.00

Superb Charger =, | SPECIALIST SERVOS
For Only £22.99! R T WITH FULL ROTATION DRUM
17KG HI-TORQUE SERVO - OUR SPECTAL PRICE £31.50

HITEC 765BB SAIL ARM
WITH 12 CMLONG ARM

OUR SPECIAL PRICE £31.50

SPECIAL OFFER 7.2 VOLT || Standard Size
| AVAILABLE IN BRUSHED OR BRUSHLESS FUTABA 53802 SATL ARM

S000MAH ONLY £26.99 | Fits All Brands

ONLY £9.99! INCLUDESX, BATIEAY & CHARGER | Si7TEC HS S0<B SATL ARMBUCE
Length 44.6cm x Width 12cm HS 805HD SAIL AR
OR 2 FOR BRUSHED VERSION (30KM/H) - £49.99! L Iaeee

BRUSHLESS VERSION (S0KM/H) - £104.99!

£14.00!
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Length 650mm Height 1338mm
Perfect model for enthusiasts to easily
and affordably get into the hobby!
Available Ready to Runwith 2.4GHz
radio or ARTR (no radio)

ARTRRRP £179.99

Our Price £164.99

RTRRRP £219.99

Our Price £199.99

Fantastic motor to upgrade your 300 to
600 size motors to Brushiess!

Includes goid conne (ton and mounting bracke!

NEW RANGE OF MODEL BOAT KITS ON THE NEXT PAGE!

NEW DEALS ADDED DAILY ON WEBSITE!
01865 848000 WWW.HOWESMODELS.CO.UK

MTRONIKS Hydra 15A, 30A, 50R Brushiess
Motor and Speed Gontroller Combo
Auto setun- Forwards and reverse- 6.0 to 12.0V Operation
Motor Speciation
KV (rpm/v) - 1100 - Power - 130W
Diameter: 38mm - Length: 38mm
Hydra 15& Combo - Only £50

Hydra 30A Combo - Only £59
Ideal Replacement for 380 - 400 Motors,

'DRAGON FORCE 65

RRP £59.99 Our Price just Hydra 50A Combo - Only £109.9
£14.99! #
MTRONINS TI0 LI-PO SAFE ESCS | Receiver & Transmitter
Foruse in RC boats that allows for the use of Lipo batteyypacks | /2 - [/
aswell as the usual NiCAD,/NIMH/ Lead Acid batieries JV ) 4,8VOLT PACKS \
+, 15A - RRP £29.99 OUR PRICEE25.99 ~T300MAH FLAT OR SQUARE - £6.9%,
- RRP £43.99 OUR PRICE £33.99 2400MAH FLAT OR SQUARE £8.99
504 - RRP £65.99 OUR PRICE £51.99 o

HENG LONG SALINA
READY TO RUN SPEED BOAT
LARGE MODEL SUPPLIED WITH
RECHARGEABLE BATTERY AND
MAINS CHARGER.
LENGTH - 71CM!

‘F
. AR
r—
L .._—---—'-'""'_F

R
RRP £79.99 SAVEE1(

OUR PRICE £69.99!

HOWES STANDARD SERVO
4KGTORQUE:- INCLUDES FTTTINGS
SIZE -40.3X 19.8 X 38.6MM

NLY £4.99 EACH!
OR2 FOR

£8.00!

s

1300MAH FLAT OR TRI - £8.99
1600MAH FLAT OR TRI AE CELLS - £9.50

2400MAH FLATOR TRI - £11.75
.6 VOLT TRANSMITTER PACK
& ; 1300 MAH FLAT - £15.00
%% 71300 MAH SQUARE - £15.

2400MAH FLAT £19.99
NEW! AAA RECEIVER PACKS!
4.8V BOOMAH FLAT OR SQUARE- £11.99
4.8V 1000MAH FLAT OR SQUARE - £12.99
GV BOOMAH FLAT OR TRIANGLE - £13.99
6V 1000MAH FLATOR TRIANGLE - £14.99

VOLANTEX ATOMIC SR85 BRUSHLESS
ARTR SPEED BOAT! LENGTH: 85CM!

REQUIRES 2 X 7.4V BATTERIES & CHARGER
TOP SPEED 75KPH!

SPECIAL PRICE ONLY 209.99!

UDI GALL gPh_
o~

b~ i &

 e——

This Gallop Speed Boat includes
2.4G radio, battery & charger!
TOP SPEED! 30+ KM/H
35CM LONG - 7CM WIDTH
Features include Self righting,

Low Battery & Signal Alarm!
Just Add 4 x A Batieries for handset!

OUR PRICE
ONLY £49.99!

. WE BUY SECOND HAND
RADIO CONTROL
MODELS

FROM SMALL ITEMS TO
COMPLETE
COLLECTIONS

CAN BE COLLECTED

PLEASE CALL US
ON 01865 848000

BACK IN STOCK!
VOLANTEX COMPASS

IDEAL BEGINNERS YACHT!

RRP£129.99

Our Price £119.99!

ROPS, SHAFTS ETC
LARGE RANGE OF THE
FOLLOWING
BRASS PROPS M4 2/3 BLADE
M4 NYLON PROPS 2/3 BLADE
STAINLESS STEEL SHAFTS M4
BRASS RUDDERS 6 SIZES IN STOCK

NEW LOWER PRICES!

Extension Leads
All For Futaba/Hitec

AND ASK FOR NICK j
S T T P O

K°3 a'r.J‘ Top Seller!

SBIIIIIIIIIIII Tug

\ E\‘J’%I\{\ EJE;B;I; 200mm £1.00 \
XTN 270 £0.60
EXTN LEAD sunﬁm [nﬁuz:ﬁh UDI POWER VENOM Popular ready to un model includes
EXTN LEAD 1000mm £1.00 each THESE BOATS ARE GREAT FUN AND CAN ﬁgxmw
{ LEAD £1.75 e
BEC RED BOTH ExDS £0.90 [N | RACE TOGETHER. AVAILABLE INBLACKOR | | ength - 560mm Height - 420mm
SWITCH HARNESS £2.99 ORANGE. THESE COME RTR ANDATOP mm 99
SPEED OF 30KM/H! 35CM LENGTH =
Electric Motors ONLY £44.99 eacs! ONLY £159.99!
385 5-POLE £2.99 each
e | uoiraP sPEED BOATI e,
assms&% mwﬂzﬂmmm SELF RIGHTING, LOW BATTERY
' 683 5-POLE £4.00 . battery & charger! SIGNALALARM FEATURES!
MFA RE 140 (3-6v) £2.75 - OUR PRICE £59.99!
MFA RE 170 (1.5-3v) £3.75 Now Available in BRUSHLESSA
MFA RE 360 (6-15v) £4.99 . Only £89.99!
MFA 380 (3-7.2v) £5.75 S Speeds up to SOKM/H!
MFA 385 (4.515v) £5.75 RN
MFA RE 540 (4.5-15v) 3 POLE £7.50
MFA TORPEDO 800 £22.50

MFA TORPEDO 850 £22.50
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BY CHRIS WATTON

XL
Vanguard Models
70B High Street
Cinderford
Gloucestershire
GL14 2SZ
UK
Tel - 01594 824610
Email - sales@vanguardmodels.com
chriswatton66(@gmail.com

Designed, developed and produced in the UK

JUST RELEASED - Two kits designed speciﬁcal-ly for beginners, but with enough detail to satisty the
more experienced.

The 80 Foot sailing Zulu Lady Isabella and the 70 Foot Fifie Lady Eleanor. Both kits come with step
by step full colour instruction manuals, supplemented by plans to guide you through every stage of
the build. Laser cut wood parts and second planking is in high quality pear wood, with each having a
fully detailed laser engraved and pre cut deck. A brass photo etched sheet with smaller details is also
included.

If you wish to order by post, please make
cheques payable to Burncroft Limited and
add £6 for UPS delivery

S % “rg A

The 80Foot Zulu Lady Isabella

Scale - 1:64
Length overall - 600mm
Width overall - 100mm
Height overall - 387mm

Price - VM/03 Lady Isabella - £158.00

VM/03/Sail set for Lady Isabella (3 SAILS) £36.00

The 70 Foot Fifie Lady Eleanor

Scale - 1:64
Length overall - 380mm
Width overall - 105mm
Height overall - 327mm

Price - VM/04 Lady Eleanor- £142.00

VM/04/Sail set for Lady Eleanor (2 SAILS) £28.00

HM Brig Sloop Flirt - 1782
Scale - 1:64
Length overall - 656mm
— Width overall - 230mm [
. Height overall - 492mm [/

Price - VM/05 Flirt- £282 I
Price - VM/05/MS - Master Shipwright Flirt- £450 '

JUST RELEASED - The 14 gun Brig-Sloop HMS Flirt, 14 guns, 1782
Two versions available:

' B— Standard (pear wood laser cut parts and pear wood second planking)
o 9 Master Shipwright (Boxwood laser cut parts and second planking
plus highest quality birch plywood for keel and bulkheads)




Our latest release, in stock now, is the royal yacht built for The Duchess of Kingston (1778)
This kit has been developed using the original plans, and developed to be as easy to build as it can be, while keeping every detail
possible. To achieve this, there are almost 20 separate laser cut sheets, 9 of which are in solid pear wood (Second planking is also
pear wood), and 5 photo etched brass sheets. The stern decoration and figurehead are in fine cast resin, and the kit comes with a
second stand in acetate, complete with laser engraved nameplate. The decks are also laser engraved and cut in maple veneer.
The 81 page full colour instruction manual is the most comprehensive yet, along with 13 full size plan sheets which include all
masting and rigging drawings.
All of the area at and above deck level is pre-cut, it is only the area below this that requires planking - even the main wales are pre-
cut.

Scale - 1:64
Length overall - 576mm
Width overall - 208mm
Height overall - 480mm ]

Price - VM/06 Duchess of Kingston - £356.00 %

' VM/06/PB/ Optional machined pear wood block & .
] deadeye set £35.00
|

| UK Postage - £6.00

HM Brig Sloop Speedy
Lord Cochran’s Command

Scale - 1:64
Length overall - 700mm
Width overall - 230mm
Height overall - 492mm

Price - VM/02 HMS Speedy- £286.50

VM/02/PB/ Optional machined pear wood block &
deadeye set £40.00

HM Cutter Alert 1777

Scale - 1:64
Length overall - 637mm
Width overall - 256mm
Height overall - 517mm

Price - VM/01 HM Cutter Alert- £221.50

VM/01/PB/ Optional machined pear wood block &
deadeye set £20.00

T ~ : B } ©YanguardModels Kits are
& % \ ‘{_x N (“; [i i‘% R D :\1 0 D E L 8 Designed, developed and made|

4 in the UK

% & BY CHRIS WATTON by Chris Watton




EXCLUSIVE Navarino Models Prize Draw

hose of you who enjoyed
Tour interview with Navarino

Models’ owner and designer
Charalambos Karkatsoulis in the
October issue of Model Boats will be
aware that the company generally tends to
produce models of ancient and ftraditional
Greek vessels. While these are, of course,
fascinating subject matters in their own right,
we were excited to learn that the British cargo
ship Brockley Combe also features in this
manufacturer’s current line-up.

Charalambos, an avid modeller himself,
explained that having already scratch built
a 1:50 scale model of the Brockley Combe
for his own personal collection some

years ago, subsequent market research
for Navarino Models revealed there were
no kits available for this particular vessel.
Fortunately, therefore, Navarino Models
decided to fill this gap in the market by
added her to its repertoire in 1:72 scale.

The Brockley Combe, built by Hill Charles &
Sons in its Bristol shipyard back in 1938 is a

12 www.modelboats.co.uk

NAUARINO MODELS’ BRILLIANT
BROCKLEY COMBE KIT

typical example
of adry load cargo
ship of the age. Powered
by a diesel engine, she was an impressive
56.2m long (meaning the kit when built will
make an imposing approximately 730mm
in length display model). Having survived
World War lI, the ship’s career sadly came
to a sad end on December 15, 1953, after
she ran aground on the islands known as
the Minquiers, south of Jersey — at low tide,
the rock shelf around the Minquiers has a
larger surface area than Jersey itself but
at high tide only a few of the main heads
remain above water. Consequently, she
broke and sank.
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Navarino Models’ kit comes
packed into a good sturdy box,
illustrated with a photograph of
the completed model on its lid.

Navarino
models

‘ EXCLUSIVE Navarino Models Prize Draw

Navarino Models

To explore the entire Navarino Models range, visit
www.navarinomodels.com

To be included within this prize
draw, all you have to do is
complete the entry form
included here and mail it
back to us at:

Included are the timber, metal,

resin and (just a few) plastic

parts, all of excellent quality, you'll need
to complete the build, along with a full
set of plans and a comprehensive, colour
illustrated, instruction booklet.

With a long winter ahead of us and the
restrictions imposed by the pandemic
seeing us have to spend more and more
time indoors, this kit provides a really
engaging project, which will result in, as you
will see from the photos featured here, a
truly satisfying and spectacular end result.

We are, therefore, delighted, to be able to
offer you, thanks to the generosity of the
kind folks at Navarino Models, the chance
of winning this wonderful 1:72 scale kit.

TERMS & CONDITIONS

Entry is open fo all UK residents with a permanent UK
address, with the exception of employees (and their families)
of MyTimeMedia Ltd, its printers and agents, and any other
companies associated with the competition. All entrants
must be aged 18 or over. Only one entry per household is
permissible. No responsibility can be accepted for entries
lost, damaged or delayed in the post. Winners will be notified
by post. Prizes are not transferable to another individual

and no cash or other alternatives will be offered. The
promoters reserve the right fo amend or alter the terms of
the competitions. The winner will be chosen from all correct
entries received by the closing date specified. Please note
that data will be managed in compliance with GDPR law.
Our privacy policy can be found at www.mytimemedia.co.uk/
privacy. The decision of the judges is final and

no correspondence will be entered into.

Model Boats Dec 2020/jan 2021
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Navarino Models

Brockley Combe Prize Draw
Model Boats o
MyTimeMedia Ltd
Suite 25, Eden House
Enterprise Way
Edenbridge
Kent TN8 6HF

| BROCKLEY COMBE PRIZE DRAW |

l Name: |

| Address: |

Postcode:

l Tel No: l

| Email: |
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Plunder like
a plratel - Part 1

Richard Simpson draws our
attention to the wealth of
repurposeable and adaptable
goodies worth raiding other
sectors of the hobby market for...

the hobby world, whether it's baking, arts
and crafts, wine and beer making, model
engineering, railway modelling, woodworking
or model boat building, there are those who
have dedicated their entire lives fo their
chosen subject and there are those who
dip their feet in briefly before then possibly
moving on to something else. | think a lof
of us fall somewhere in the middle of those
two categories, probably concentrating

Ifind it very interesting that, in all aspects of

Plastic kit- modellers-have-been-using-turned metal
fittings and photo-etched;details for years,

many of which also have Uses.in the

model boat world. Strips of readymade

riveting and even corrugated tin

roofing may well prove of use

in own our individual builc's:

14
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“One of the aspects of the
plastic kit world that offers
particular food for thought
concerns the innovative new

products being marketed and
the clever techniques being
employed, as these have the
potential to create some
amazingly realistic finishes
on our model boats”

LEFT: Converting static plastic kits to radio control use s
very common, but there's also a wealth of other tools,
materials and resources to consider.

on a specific hobby but also having a look
in occasionally elsewhere. Personally, |
concentrate the maijority of my time with model
boats, but | also get involved with the model
engineering side of the hobby (which lends
itself to all sorts of applications) and model
railways (which is supported by huge and
generally thriving industry). As a youngster, |
spent many a happy hour putting plastic static
kits fogether and as a teenager | actually
worked in a toy and model shop for a while. I've
dabbled in the radio controlled model aircraft
world, foo, although the smalll crater in the
ground that marked my crash site after around
ten seconds in the air would indicate that this
was a less than successful enterprise.

What it's worth remembering is that
other hobbies can actually offer model boat
builders some very useful resources and so,
consequently, they're well worth keeping
an eye on. Don’t forget that technology is
progressing just as fast in these sectors as
it is in the model boat industry. Chances are
things may have moved on since the last
fime you looked, so sticking your nose over
the fence from time to time can prove very
rewarding. The purpose of this article, and the
second part next month, therefore, is simply
to highlight a few examples of repurposing |
have personal experience of, while remaining
very aware that there's a huge range of other
hobbies out there potentially worth raiding!

Plastic kits

Many of us have at some time had a go

at converting a static plastic kit to a radio
controlled model; the Revell Type VII U-Boat
(see Photo 1) for example, being a popular
candidate for such treatment. Likewise, many
of us have built radio-controlled kits using
plastic sheeting as a construction material, so
the use of polystyrene as a building medium is
certainly not new fo us. One of the aspects of
the plastic kit world that offers particular food
for thought, however, concerns the innovative
new products being marketed and the clever
techniques being employed, as these have
the potential to create some amazingly
realistic finishes on our model boats.

I think it's fair to say that the plastic kit industry
has long led the way in a number of modelling
innovations we are now all well aware of, such
as photo-etched or machined brass and ferrous
metal parts (see Photo 2). But what about some
of the painting techniques that the armour
modellers are using nowadays? Have you seen

Model Boats Dec 2020/jan 2021



ABOVE: The Mr. Hobby range of paints and materials is
extensive and even includes primers of varying surface finish,
allowing you to select your product according to what you
are painting and the finish you're after. The example shown
here is 1000 grade primer/filler.

how redlistically surface textures and finishes
are being mimicked? For starters, the fillers/
primers from the likes of Mr. Hobby now come

in a range of densities, enabling the correct
product for the surface your preparing fo be
selected (see Photo 3). Also, there's seemingly
no end to the enamel or acrylic ranges of paints
available. The manufacturers seem fo have
thought of everything. Sets of paints that include
various skin tones for figurines are now available,
as are sefs containing graduated tones of
particular colours, allowing textures and shading
to be more convincingly achieved than ever
before (see Photo 4). Likewise, both enamel and
acrylic metallic paints now incorporate flakes of
metal that actually have been suitably scaled
down and will therefore give a far more credible
finish to a model. What's more, the Humbrol
metallic paints, once dry, can be buffed up to
give a truly life-like metallic sheen (see Photo

5). Using paints such as these alongside artists’
oil paints and accurately coloured pigments

(see Photo 6) opens up a whole new level of
possibilities for us as marine modellers.

ABOVE: Metallic paints have come on leaps and bounds in
recent years, with a huge range available in acrylics from
manufacturers such as Vallejo and Alclad. Humbrol also does
some superb metallic finish enamels, which buff up with a
cloth when dry to a realistic metallic sheen.

BLITY.FINE COLORS |
FoR MODELLERS

Pigments are a very finely ground paint powder, which you brush on dry to achieve softly blended colour shading. Used properly
they can approach the effects created by an airbrush and are available in a wide range of colours.
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Treasure hunting

How 1o
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ABOVE: To ensure consistency, having ready mixed paint sets
consisting of a base, highlights and shadows can be very
handy, particularly for flesh tones. Inks, washes and many
other paints are also available in handy sets.

Those of us who used to

use salt or hairspray to
generate a chipping effect
can now buy a fluid marketed
specifically for this purpose.
There’s a whole range
available, providing effects
that cover everything from
lightly scratched to heavily
chipped finishes.

The armour modellers also use paint
chipping fluids to replicate battle weary
tank surface finishes and the ranges of rust
paints now are unbelievable — although, of
course, there's always the good old standby
hairspray technique, which for years many
of us have used to generate similar effects
(see Photo 7). By using these fluids over the
metallic paints already mentioned, even the
less skilled of us can obtain the kind of results
on our boats that previously only professional
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Here Humbrol metallic paint has been dry brushed with rust enamel, had chipping fluid painted over it and then an acrylic grey
topcoat applied. When the topcoat is removed with water and the effect enhanced with washes and pigments, the final appearance
can be remarkably realistic. Note, also, the nuts on the valve chests; these came from a plastic accessory detailing set.

ps11G WELD
veld 1o pemett any o e
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ahyr. Siyrene; Buly rate, ABS
e or Plesiglas): Perspari]
I, NODEL -5_!.}1']’ LI%S L1

Things have moved on from the tubes of polystyrene cement we all used as youngsters. Nowadays very thin liquid cement that
can be applied by brush is available. There's also relatively thin cement that can be very precisely applied via an applicator
pipette. Or we can still, of course, opt for a good old tube of thicker cement.

T 4

ol Ples I y e = .

This is just a very small sample of the huge range of plastic extrusions marketed for building. Every possible cross-section
imaginable is available, each in a very wide range of sizes, making it hugely versatile.
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“It’s not just the paints either;

the glues offered in the plastic

kit modelling world also seem
to be that bit more diverse”

modellers could have boasted — as an
example, check out the effect on my cargo
winch (see Photo 8).

So, in view of the above comments, the
superb paints by Mr. Hobby, and in particular
the Mr. Surfacer range of filler-primers (which
make achieving a perfect finish substantially
easier) are worth exploring. Likewise, the
Alclad range of paints for metallic finishes
and the Lifecolor sets for such things as flesh
fones and varying hues of a single colour are
also highly recommended.

It's not just the paints either; the glues offered
in the plastic kit modelling world also seem to be
that bit more diverse, as I've recently discovered.
While putting the two main halves of a Club
500 together, | found that the recommended
adhesive was initially acting more as a lubricant
than a bonding agent, encouraging too much
movement and therefore making the securing of
parts before the glue set extremely difficult. So,
exasperated, | decided to clean it all off before it
set and look for alternatives. While riffling through
my drawer of plastic model glues, | came across
a bottle of Plastic Magic. To be honest, | wasn't
at all convinced it would be do the job for the
Club 500 but, purely as an experiment, | tried
applying it fo fwo pieces of scrap, which were
then secured together with a clothes peg and
left overnight. The next day | was amazed to find
that the surfaces had actually fused together
really well, so a couple of different glues were
similarly fested. Eventually, | found that Revel
Contacta worked perfectly on the model plastic.
Consequently, that glue was used to bond the
two halves together and an excellent joint was
achieved. The job was, therefore, basically
done with good old polystyrene cement, which
nowadays, as mentioned earlier, is produced in
a varying range densities fo suit our partficular
needs (see Photo 9).

Also always worth investigating is what the
suppliers that serve plastic modellers might
have to offer in the way of tools and materials.
One of the most innovative and prolific suppliers
is Tamiyq, as the company seems to produce a
tool for just about everything you can imagine.
Some may seem a little like overkill, but amongst
Tamiya's repertoire are some gems. | really don't
think you can beat Tamiya’s paint stirrers and its
fine masking tape is undoubtedly one of the best
around, but yet more amazing are the range of
brushes, abrasives, tools and materials offered.
Have a good look through a Tamiya tools
catfalogue one day and you'll see what | mean.

While we're on the subject of plastic
modelling, | think | should also mention the vast
range of plastic fillers that are available — from
the old Squadron Green putty we were alll
so familiar with many years ago to the more
modern two-part epoxy putties, which are
specifically designed to be easy to sand and
sculpt while at the same time providing a strong
bond with the parent material, not to mention
excellent gap covering properties. If you're
making a superstructure out of polystyrene, one
of these plastic fillers followed by a coat of Mr
Surfacer primer will almost certainly see you on
the road to achieving a superb finish.
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Treasure hunting

“Another great treasure trove
within the plastic modelling world
is the huge array of extruded plastic
materials on the market”

Another great treasure frove within the
plastic modelling world is the huge array of
extruded plastic materials on the market.
These are produced first and foremostly with
the scratch builder in mind, but they're also
extremely useful to anyone who wants to
modify a standard kit or enhance it in some
way. Just about every conceivable extrusion
shape imaginable is available, which can
be an extremely useful resource for us in the
model boat environment (see Photo 10).
I've used beams in structures to support flat
sheet, as well as half rounds fo create edges
for bulwarks, with the great asset here being
that the material is easy to glue together

with polystyrene cement, which forms an

extremely strong bond and it's waterproof. For a model boat steam

It proved the perfect material from which . plant internal feed water

fo construct an infernal feed water tank for / | storage tank long term

my Ben Ain model; | used a combination of f watertight integrity is

styrene sheeting and extrusions to create an | crucial, so polystyrene card e

extremely strong yet very light structure, which sheeting and structural 7 53,
I'm pretty confident will last for the entire life extrusions make a perfect SEt Y
of the model (see Photo 11). | also found flat %_I choice of material, as ]

polystyrene sheeting a perfect material when polystyr ene cement firmly ]

constructing a building jig for the ship’s boats fuses the joints together ':P_"

(see Photo 12), as wood glue wouldn't adhere -,
o the plastic. Take a good look through the ' [ {E

Evergreen range and the Plastruct range
of polystyrene extrusions, as well as the
Plasticard range of plain and textured sheets.

Finally, within the plastic kit world there are
so many ready-made items we can either use
as they are sold or adapt. Excellent examples
are the huge ranges of equipment, materials,
detail parts and figures designed to enhance
dioramas. These are generally available in the
scales preferred by the plastic modeller, 1:48
and 1:35, but there are other possibilities. The
Tamiya range of 1:20 scale pit crew, for example,
provided a perfect crew for fellow modeller
Stan Reffin's lobster boat and even came with
some very useful tools and oil cans (see Photo
13), while my own Ben Ain features a number
of crew members who started their career as

ABOVE: Two dfferent thicknesses of polystyrene card were
also used to construct this clinker boat building jig. Using
polystyrene ensured that the wood glue would not stick to
the jig, so removal was easy and the jig could be adjusted
and reused for a differently shaped boat.

RIGHT: Using plastic fiqures from the kit world is a common
means of breathing life into our models, as these two
fishermen perfectly demonstrate. Celebrated modeller Stan
Reffin has not only used modified Tamiya figures from a
motor racing pit crew set but has also used the supplied
tools to add further detail to the scene.
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either Russian tank crew or German tank
maintenance team members. They are also
joined by a German field kitchen cook (see
Photo 14). Keep an eye open as well for the
diorama detailing kits produced by many

of the plastic kit manufacturers to support
diorama buildings. These provide some
excellent detail fouch additions for model
boat detailing (see Photo 15).

Dolls’ houses

The dolls” house world is again a very well
supported industry and one that | became
more aware of a few years ago when my wife
started to have a play around with fitting out
alittle house of her own. Perhaps inevitably,

| became involved with the electrical
installation and the more structural jobs, such
as flooring and wall coverings. What this
made me realise was that there are some

W KT AT
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Detail has been added to the boat deck of this Ben Ain kit by using a Tamiya field kitchen cook and a Russian tank maintenance
team member. By simply positioning these figures and giving them a civiian paint job, this lovely little cameo was created.

really good quality materials and fittings
marketed, and how useful these could be to
us in the model boat world.

When it comes to the floor coverings, for
instance, dolls” house suppliers sell wooden
planked flooring which is mounted on paper
backing (see Photo 16) and simply but
superbly put together. This can be very
effectively used as decking or constfruction
planking for model boats.

The availability of items to the dolls” house
world could even tempt you into considering
building something in 1:12 scale specifically
for the purposes of being able fo make use
of doll's house items. The types of model
boat that have a high degree of domestic
areas, such as pleasure craft or narrowboats,
lend themselves perfectly to the use of doll's
house accessories, with foodstuffs and
kitchen items for the galley (see Photo 17),
resin figures and many other ready to buy
and fit items in that scale.
The wide range of available
resin figures, including
domestic animals, also work
extremely well and may also
even provide a basis for
some modification work to
more specifically suit your
requirement. I had a very old
model of HMCC Badger in
1:12 scale and used a dolls’
house resin figure as a basis
fo create a customs officer
to man the wheelhouse. This
simply involved painfing him
in the appropriate garb and
fashioning my own uniform
cap. I've now used numerous
doll's house fixtures, fittings
and figures to enhance my
model boats (see Photo 18).

LEFT: Dolls' house suppliers are prove

a great source of 112 scale figures; the
painted cast resin types being so much
more realistic, points out Richard. Here
a boat load of passengers, a helmsman
and a fireman have all been sourced
from dolls' house sellers to populate
this Borkum model. Interestingly, the
galvanised bucket and the pushbike are
also from the same source.
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Depending on the type of model boat you're building, plastic
kit manufacturers offer a wealth of resources when it comes
figures and detail accessories, mostly in the popular armour
scales of L35 and 148. You can have great fun populating a

work area or adding some extra deck clutter.

Dolls' house suppliers are well worth checking out as a
source of building materials, in particular wood and floor and
wall coverings. This particular product is designed to create
112 scale wooden flooring but could be used on any model
boat where 112 scale wooden planks are required.

Food for thought: there’s a whole smorgasbord of model
food for dolls” house use that would also work perfectly in
the galley of 112 scale model boats. Made from coloured
modelling clay, the detail and levels of realism are simply
stunning and, considering this, prices are quite reasonable.

Next month...

I hope that this initial look into just a couple of
other areas of craft based hobbies will have
been interesting enough to tfempt you to have
a dig around and see just what else is out
there. A lot of it may well already be familiar
but I'm certain there are many useful and
interesting items for our own hobby yet to be
discovered - so, please share any little gems
you manage to unearth by sending in details
and photos for the Letters pages.

Next month we'll be taking a look at a couple of
other areas that I've delved into over the years... @
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EXCLUSIVE Revell Titanic Prize Draw

REVELL’S EASY CLICK

TITANIC & 3D ICEBERG KIT

ANOTHER EXCITING MODEL BOATS’' PRIZE DRAW

COURTESY OF REVELL!

urtesy of the kind folks at Revell, this
cnon’rh we're offering you the chance
o win Revell’s latest easy click 1:600
RMS Titanickit, which includes a new 3D
Iceberg and illustrated card plinth that will
allow you o show off the ill-fated liner in an
ominous, but visually stunning, diorama-
style display setting.
Simple to construct,
this new to the market kit
(Ref. RV05599) aimed at
modellers from age 10 \
years old upwards offers —
something for everyone: whether you're
amassive Titfanic enthusiast, a complete

TERMS & CONDITIONS

/

novice or an experienced modeller just
looking for a bit of fun. Alternatively, you
may just want to get younger members
of the family involved in the hobby by
offering them a project they'll probably
see as especially ‘cool’ thanks to Rose
(Kate Winslet) and Jack (Leonardo
DiCaprio)!

To be entered in the prize draw, all
you havetodois
complete the entry

form below and

January 4, 2021, fo:
Titanic Prize Draw
Model Boats
MyTimeMedia Ltd
Suite 25

Eden House
Enterprise Way
Edenbridge

Kent TN8 6HF

More about the Revell range...

return it, before
the closing date of

Entry is open fo all UK residents with a permanent UK
address, with the exception of employees (and their families)
of MyTimeMedia Ltd, its printers and agents, and any other
companies associated with the competition. All entrants
must be aged 18 or over. Only one entry per household is
permissible. No responsibility can be accepted for entries
lost, damaged or delayed in the post. Winners will be notified
by post. Prizes are not transferable to another individual

and no cash or other alternatives will be offered. The
promoters reserve the right fo amend or alter the terms of
the competitions. The winner will be chosen from all correct
entries received by the closing date specified. Please note
that data will be managed in compliance with GDPR law.
Our privacy policy can be found at www.mytimemedia.co.uk/
privacy. The decision of the judges is final and

no correspondence will be entered into.
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To learn more about the latest additions to the Revell range,
and for some exciting Christmas gift ideas, visit www.revell. com
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Paddle tug

Steve Whitelock shows off the
working model of an Amble
paddle tug he built by making just
’ X a few modifications to the free
plan in our June 2014 issue...

Ayr entering Amble Harbour.
Image courtesy of Alan Hughe.

Charles Renoldson became a partner in J.P.
Renoldson & Son, a position he was to hold for
38 years. During this time he designed high
class fugs, salvage steamers, yachts and
coasters, with Ayr being one of the paddle
and screw tugs built at the yard in the 1890s.

Charles Renoldson left the company in 1913
to start his own yard, Charles Renoldson & Co,
building various vessels, including the mine
sweeper HMS Valerian for the World War 1
effort. Charles died in 1924 but work at the
yard continued without him until its closure in
1929. In 19317, it was acquired by the National
Shipbuilders Security and, sadly, dismantled
and cleared along with seven other yards.

The build

A Glynn Guest plan supplied free in the June
2014 issue Model Boats magazine, along with
an accompanying article providing a guide
to construction, served as the basis for my
build. Looking at the sketchy photographs of

LEFT: Construction of Steve's 148 scale rendition of Ayr
began was based on one of the free plans featured in Model
Boats magazine (June 2014 issue).

BELOW: The paddle wheels finished.

was the result of a holiday visit to the

Northumbrian port of Amble a couple of
years ago. While in Amble, my wife and myself
visited a few restaurants and cafes and in two
of them were photos of the paddle tug Ayr
taken in the then coal port of Amble.

Since then, my research has revealed

that Ayr was scrapped back in 1950 and,
unfortunately, not only are photos of her are
very scarce but there no drawings are to be
found. What | do know, however, is that the
Ayr was built by J.P. Renoldson & Son in South
Shields in 1896. She hailed from a small yard
that was opened by James Purdy Renoldson
in 1896. This yard was initially dedicated to
the building of wooden craft but from 1870
the construction of iron ships began. In 1875

The inspiration for modelling the Ayr
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Paddle tug

150rpm at 6v. Drive to the paddles is by 3D
printer timing belts and pulleys; these were
used to remove the chance of any noise
generated by gears and they're certainly
quiet. The timing wheels were also bought

on eBay. They're sold as a set of five, with 5m
of belt and 6mm wide 16-tooth pulleys. The
pulleys had a bore of 5mm, so they needed
enlarging to fit the 6mm shaft of the motors
and reducing fo fit the 4mm brass shaft. If you
are planning fo tackle this, or a similar, build,

| would recommend using a lathe to do these
jobs. Accuracy is essential, as any wobble
will affect the belt tension, causing the belt
to jump teeth. If, therefore, you don’t have a
lathe, you'll probably have to callin a favour
from a fellow modeller.

90ft long Ayr | had to hand, and considering

her dimensions, Glynn’s plan appeared to

be a pretty close match — certainly close

enough for the 1:48 scale representation | had

in mind. The basic hull and superstructure

were, therefore, built using the plan, with

just a few modifications to minor details

made. Of course, with very little in the way

of photographic reference material, a fair

amount of modeller’s license had be taken.
You will see from the photographs that |

opted for independent power for the paddles.

The motors were sourced from eBay and are

.I_

ABOVE LEFT: 3D printer belt, showing its join. ABOVE RIGHT: The motors and electronics used.
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“As this is a wet area, I recommend
oiling both before and after use”

The timing belt comes as a length, so you
will need fo join it. The way to do this is to wrap
the belt around the two pulleys to ascertain
length and then cut fwo equal lengths — you
will need a really sharp blade as it's quite
tough. Make sure you cut in the centre of the
tooth at each end of the belt so that when
pushed fogether the two ends will form a
complete footh. Then, fasten them together
at the back with duct tape, open up the joint
and with a sharp cocktail stick apply a small
drop of C.A. This done, the joint can be closed,
but first make sure there are no blobs of
glue in the teeth. If you're not feeling entirely
confident, there are tutorials on YouTube that
demonstrate how to do this.

It's a good idea to slot the holes in the
motor mounting; this will enable smalll
adjustments to be made to the belt tension;
for smooth running, this will need fo be fight
enough fo prevent slippage but not overly
fight. | made the paddle shafts from 4mm O.D.
brass and used brass tube journals to support
them. These were 40mm long and an oil hole
was drilled to aid lubrication. As this is a wet
areaq, | recommend oiling both before and
affer use.

Apart from making a few fittings and
painting, that’s the build almost finished.
Remember, the Ayr was a working boat, so
your finish should reflect this. You'll also need
fo add ballast to attain the correct frim down
fo the water line.

Off to the lake for
some paddling...

As you will see in the photographs featured
here, the Ayr looks really good on the lake.
She responds to the control inputs well when
going forward and astern and she’s super
quiet. All that can be heard is the paddles
splashing through the water. @
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31 Ne{=1=FN§5 CREATOR KITS

Model and Kit Building Made Easier

PART OF THE SYLMASTA GROUP

C S'l'. n K.-l- Everything you need to make high detail
q I g I reusable moulds to produce professional

quality resin casts

Casting Kit - £39.90 -

400g Casting Resin and 450g Moulding Rubber

g BB M

= = 6 o

Casting Kit XL - £59.20 policas A7

2kg Casting Resin and 1kg Moulding Rubber = 1 2
Double the materials for only £19.30 more : o B

STRRE et
——i e ans
—

Both Kits include Release Agent, Mixing Cups, Pipettes, Stirrers, Gloves
and easy-to-follow instructions

' Superglue Kit

Three grades of Sylmasta Superglue
for fast, precision bonds

Thin - for bonding fine gaps and hairline cracks
Medium - for general purpose bonding
Frecision oz Thick - for gap-filling and vertical bonding

SuPerglue Kit - £20.00 Plus 4x Superfine Application Nozzles
Superglue Kit - £24.50

+ Activator 50ml

P U'I'l' Ki'l' Our most popular modelling putties - Green Stuff,
y Magic Sculp and Geomfix Original A+B - in one Kit
— i —

Putty Kit - £28

Green Stuff 36" Reel, Magic Sculp 250g and Geomfix A+B 250g
Saving £8.00 on individual putties

Putty Kit XL - £48

2x Green Stuff 36" Reel, Magic Sculp 500g and Geomfix A+B 500g
Saving £13.90 on individual putties

10% off all orders this Christmas

Use discount code xmas10 for 10% off all orders until
December 31st - Merry Christmas from SylCreate

For an instant bond, use Activator

=

Order today at SylCreate.com or

over the phone on +44(0)1444 831459
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Subscribe today
and receive a
Perma-Grit

bundle worth
£43.97 for FREE!

Perma-Grit bundle includes a 280mm sanding block
with coarse grit one side and fine grit on the other

@ 140mm x 50mm fine grit flexible sheet
® 140mm x 50mm coarse grit flexible sheet
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Hurry! Subscribe now
and make huge savings!

® Now in its 66th year of confinuous publication,
Model Boats remains the world’s best-selling
monthly consumer magazine of its kind.

® Packed with content that encompasses all t50,04 4
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static models, radio controlled scale, fast electric or * : ,ﬁ. o
infernal combustion engine models, steam driven "TAN c BROCK ‘
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Ian Williams provides
some useful advice on how
to get started, what to
expect and the etiquette
to be observed...

nce upon a time, if you wanted a
Ofosf-elecfric boat you had to design
it yourself or build one from plans.

There were no kits available. Today, there
are so many different fast electric boats
available. The choice of which one to build
will be determined by a number of factors. Is
the boat going to be used for fun running or
for competition? How much building you are
prepared to do? What sort of boat do you like
the look of? And, of course, how much money
you are prepared to spend?

If you infend fo go racing, my advice is
o ignore any plastic kit boats, no matter
how good they look and/or how fast they
are; they will not last long in competition.
Look for GRP or Carbon Fibre hulls from the
specialist manufacturers. If you're of a risk
taking nature, want to run something stupidly
fast for a first boat and really want to self-
build, hydros are the way to go; I'd suggest
searching for plans on the infernet, there are
a few about. However, even though they can
look a bit agricultural, hand-built wooden
hydros, if well made, can be every bit as
strong and fast as the more esoteric looking
GRP hulls.

And they're off.... The start of a Cat Class race.
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Fast Electric Racing

Club and competition racing

To get anidea of which boats are being run,

a good port of call is one of the many club or
national race meetings, which are normally
held from March through to October). You'll
get an idea of what's competitive and what's
not, and you can speak with the owners of the
various boats being raced and find out what
sort of components they've used and
what modifications, if any, they've had to
make (although don't attempt to engage
them in conversation while

they are actually racing!) ,

“My advice is to ignore any plastic

kit boats, no matter how good they

look and/or how fast they are; they
will not last long in competition”

ABOVE: The Mini Mono Class provides loads of fun for those
wanting to get competitive.

BELOW: Competitors getting ready for the start of a Northern
Amp Draggers (NADS) race - our contributor lan's local club.

As far as he's aware, it offers competitors the only
rostrum and control booth in the country.

You will also see what’s now possible in
performance terms from modern Fast Electric
boats. One of the comments often heard from
spectators is: “Never thought electric boats
could go so fast!”.



MPBA's Fast Electric section, however, will
provide you the details of all the national and
international classes and rules, while the

main MPBA website will give you contact
details for the clubs affiliated to the
MPBA. As well as being Public Relations
Officer for the Fast Electric Section of
the MPBA, I'm a member of the Northern
Amp Draggers (NADS), a club that mainly
offers oval racing and which (in normal
- times) has a busy race calendar. So, if you
are based in the North and fancy a go check
out www.ampdraggers.co.uk
For the purposes of this arficle, | am not
going fo go info detail on all of the classes.
I've not raced in any of the submerged drive
multi classes before (we mainly run surface
drive oval classes in the UK, especially at

lan's hydro and marine
Intruder 4-cell Cat.

Model boat clubs will almost always have
a few members who are into Fast Electrics
and some clubs even hold their own race
meetings. Club racing is, of course, much
more relaxed than national competition, and
some clubs adopt a one class approach (such
as Club 500) in order to encourage as many
people as possible to have a go.

Classes, rules and regulations

Importantly, though, whether you want to
race at club, national or even international
level, you will need a copy of the relevant rules
and regulations in order to build a boat that
conforms to the particular class you wish to
compete in: this can be obtained from the
Fast Electric section of MPBA's (Model Power
Boat Association) website at mpba-fes.
org.uk. Many clubs base their competition
rules wholly or partly on MPBA and NAVIGA
regulations, as this then makes it easy fo run
at local, national and international level.
There are basically two forms of Fast
Electric being run in the UK. Submerged drive
boats run anti-clockwise on a triangular or
M-shaped course, while surface drive boats
run clockwise around an oval course. I'm not
going fo run through all the racing classes
here, as there are quite a few and there may
be slight variations at club level. A look at the

and the Etti Monol (below).

father and son team Tim and Tom Watson's pit area; the two
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ABOVE: lan’s two monos: with the Mini Envoy Mono Class (top)

outrigger hydros are David Baker-designed Dr Wattson hydros.

ABOVE: An unusual outrigger hydro with skis rather than full sponsons. Runs well as you can see.

national level), so | will merely be mentioning
the basic types of boats. As for SAWS
(Straight Away Speed Records), | will leave
you fo check out the MPBA-FES website, as
there are numerous classes. When it comes
to surface drives classes, however, the basic
rules are:

1) Mini Mono/Mini Hydro

Maximum length 450mm excluding outdrive
components. Any motor 2S or 3S Lipo cells
2) Mono 1/Hydro 1

No hull or motor restrictions. 2S or 3S Lipos
3) Mono2/Hydro2

No motor restrictions. 4S or 6S Lipos.

4) Catclass

Offshore Cat/Tunnel hull boats no other hull
restrictions (UK only racing class)

No motor restrictions. 4S or 6S Lipos



Ny

ABOVE: Whoops! These two perfect reason for adhering to
the old adage “Don’t run up a rooster’s tail’

In the mono classes, stepped hulls are the
norm, while the Hydro classes run mainly
outrigger hydros.

These are very basic outlines of the classes.
For complete details check out the MPBA-FES
website and or the Northern Amp Draggers site.

There is a third type of competition for FE
boats, SAWS (as mentioned above) run by
the MPBA at a national level once a year. The
setting of speed records holds a fascination
for some people. The idea of building a
boat that's as lightweight as possible but
with a great amount of power is certainly a
challenge, and pure speed machines can be
very exciting to drive.

Up until a few years ago, speed records in
the UK were solely the province of those with
the means to buy expensive rare earth motors
and lightweight cells, but a revision of the
regulations and cheaper and more powerful

Two of lan's wood-built hydros: a Mini hydro : ¢ brushless motors, Lipo cells and radio
(left) and a hydro of his own design (right). : equipment has allowed the creation of many
' more classes in an attempt to encourage as

many people as possible to have a go.
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“Building a really fast boat is
one thing, keeping it in that
way is another”

The speed course is set between two points
110 yards (1/16th mile) apart. Boats are timed
each way and must make one run in each
direction. The aggregate times of your fwo
best runs are used to calculate your average
speed over the course, and you will get the
fastest speed if you drive the straightest,
therefore shortest, course, between the two
timing points.

I must reiterate my advice to anyone
considering running any kind of Fast Electric
boat, whether in competition or simply for
leisure in a public place: join a club affiliated to
the MPBA, or better still, join the MPBA directly
as a countrywide member. There are several
advantages of membership, but the main one
I'm thinking about here is that you'll have £5
million worth of third party liability insurance
cover (yes £5,000,000). FE boats are far from
dangerous and racing them could never be
described as a ‘contact sport, but accidents
can, and occasionally do, still happen.

Play nice

OK, now let’s take a look at some of the
etiquette of racing. Normally there will be

a drivers” meeting before the racing starts.
Make sure you listen carefully as there could
be some information about judging, rule
changes, efc, you'll need to take onboard.
Check for the appointed fimes of your races
and then make sure you where you should be,
when you should be, and ready to race. Do
any judging duties as soon as you are asked,
as this will help the racing go smoothly for all.

There is a well-worn motor racing cliché
which says that “to finish first, first you've
got to finish”, and this is very true of model
boat racing. Having a really fast boat is one
thing, but if you can’t drive reasonably neatly,
avoiding the turn marker buoys and the other
boats, then you will struggle. Any sort of
contact with another boat or a buoy runs the
risk of damaging your boat and putting you
out of the race. Catamarans and hydroplanes
run the risk of trapping a marker buoy
between the front sponsons, and monohulls
with sharp bows can embed themselves in
the soft foam from which the buoys are made,
and either of these scenarios will put you out
of the race, so it pays fo give yourself plenty
of room.

Your boat must be easy to drive, leaving
you free fo concentrate on what's happening
around you. Twitchy, nervous-handling boats
are difficult enough to drive even when
blasting up and down an empty lake on your
own and so can be an absolute nightmare to
control around a tight oval course amongst
a pack of other boats. Most people will shrug
off the odd incident, but if you make a habit of
crashing info others you will not be popular!

How to get into...

BELOW: A nice, shiny new flexi shaft.

So, the basic advice is to keep your head,
drive a neat and tidy course, and try to stay out
of trouble. Common sense is the most valuable
factic when racing. If you're running on the
recognised racing line, the onus is on the other
drivers fo find a way past you if they want to
overtake. So, hold that line and don't weave
around trying to facilitate them; unexpected
moves on your part will only make things harder
and may even result in a collision.

If you have to come into the pits for some
reason, for instance if you get something
wrapped around the prop, when rejoining the
race have some consideration for the other
boats. Don't just drive straight out info their
path. They will be travelling at full speed, you
will not. Take a wide line info the first turn until
it is safe for you to rejoin on the racing line.

After-run maintenance

Building a really fast boat is one thing,
keeping it in that way is another. The more
speed you want, the more power you are
going fo need. The more power you have,
the more stress you impose on the motor,
the drive system and the cell pack, so the
more time you're going fo have fo spend
maintaining your boat. Regular maintenance
reaps benefits, as you're more likely to spot a
potential problem before it stops your boat in
the middle of a race.

I know after a day out racing, and perhaps a
long drive home, best practice will seem like a
chore, but try not to put off the following tasks:

1. Remove, dry and re-oil the flexible cable
drive shaft if fitted. You should try to do the
same with solid or wire drives if possible, too.
Only replace just before you use the boat
again; do not leave a flex shaft in place on
your boat.

INSET ABOVE: Poor maintenance can have devasting effects on a flexi-shaft.

2. Clean out any oil/water residue from the
drive shaft tube.

3. Check all hardware mounting bolts are tight.

4. Remove the receiver, receiver cell pack

if used and electronic speed controller and
check for moisture. If you have your receiver in
a balloon, remove it, even if there is no water in
the hull, as there could be condensation inside.

5. Check your drive cells for damage, make
sure they are dry and, if storing for any length
of time, charge to about 50% (Lipos). Never
store uncharged.

Pre-season checks

Just as you need to undertake after-run
maintenance, you will also need pre-season
or even just pre-race checks. There are
people who pick their boats out of the garage
the night before the first race of the season
and later wonder why it didn’t perform like it
did the season before. Don't be that person!
Give yourself plenty of time.

Inspect the hull thoroughly for any cracks.
Check all the hardware to be sure everything
is free and that all mounting bolts, etc, are
tight. It's amazing how much water can come
into a hull through a slightly loose rudder
bracket bolt. Two particular areas that allow
water into your boat are the rudder bellows
and the water cooling fubes. The former
can easily perish and split, and the latter
can easily get nicked and holed either while
inserting batteries or taking them out. In other
words, check everything!

One of lan's well used, but well looked after, flexi shafts.
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How to get into...

Tino Cats hattle it out along the pit straight.

“To quote the late George Michael:
‘If you’re gonna do it, do it right!’”

Once you've finished with the hull, carry
out radio/motor checks to ensure all the
electronics are working correctly. Over winter,
your Lipos should have been stored away
on a storage charge (your charger should
be able to do this). If not, oh dear, how sad -
never mind!

Assuming that everything seems OK, give
the boat a couple of shake down runs before
the start of the new season.

Oh, and you did remember to remove the
flex shaft from your boat after the last run,
didn’t you? No? Oh dear, again! For those
of you who haven't used flexis before | have
included some photos of flex shafts [see
previous page] to explain. One shows a nice
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Some useful technology for an FE racer: a Hobbymaster lipo battery checker;

a Turnigy watt meter and a GPS speed meter and tracker.
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shiny new flex shaft and another shows

one of my old shafts, coming up for its third
season — yes, it's stained, but it's still in
perfect condition because it's been removed
from the boat after every day’s running and
cleaned, dried and lightly oiled before being
stored away, (not left fitted to the boat). I've
also include a photo that illustrates what
can happen if you don’t maintain your flexis
correctly. Dirt and rust can clog the strands
of the shaft causing friction in the inner liner;
this could induce melting, thereby causing
more friction and eventually failure. I've seen
whole shafts, including the brass outer, fied
info a knot, causing real damage fo the hull.
So, to quote the late George Michael:

“If you're gonna do it, do it right”!

Useful gadgets

One of the photos featured in this article shows
a group of gadgets which, while not actually
essential for racing, are extremely handy...

The first is a digital voltage checker for
Lipo batteries. The one illustrated here was
purchased from Hobbyking and can check
up to 6s batteries. When plugged info the
battery’s balance socket, the meter will
cycle through the individual cells showing
those voltages and then finally indicate the
total pack voltage. Using a fully charged
and perfectly balanced 2S pack as an
example, the display should read No.1 -
4.20 (volts), No.2 - 4.20v, finally 8.4 volts

as the pack voltage, assuming the cells

to be perfectly balanced. Obviously,

this is a great way to check if any given

pack is fully charged and ready to use.
It also shows how well the cells in the
pack are balanced after charge or
discharge. For various reasons,
| think that everyone who runs
FE should have one of these
meters, whether they race

or not. Prices vary but,

in general, they're fairly

inexpensive. Check out

eBay or suppliers such as

Hobbyking.

The second is a Watt
Meter. The oneillustrated
is by Turnigy, and was,
once again, purchased
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from HobbyKing. I've been using this to get
some useful info while setting up my boats.
It retains Peak amps, minimum volts, total
watt hours used and peak watts. When you
bring your boat in (you need to leave the
battery connected, but you can remove the
safety loop), the watt meter continuously
scrolls through those values, while also
displaying the present battery voltage. This
means you can predict your run tfime with
any given propeller and make sure the peak
currents are safe for motor, ESC, wiring and
connectors. It's also useful to check for wiring
and connector power losses. Plus, it offers a
few other advantages too: it can be used as a
charging monitor and a servo/receiver tester.
In fact, it can be used to measure the power
and energy consumption of any device with a
battery. Allin all, it's an extremely useful piece
of kit.

The third is a GPS speed meter, which
is great for checking out different motors,
props, etc, and for gauging any performance
increases these upgrades may possibly make.

Noted below are a few manufacturers
whose high quality, race proven, boats and
parts/spare listings are well worth checking
out. There are, of course, others, but a browse
of the websites below will provide plenty of
food for thought...

Hydro and Marine:  www.hydromarine.de
Efti: www.etti.com.hk/
Tenshock: www.tenshock.com/

Fast Electric fun

There are lots of reasons why so many
people enjoy attending race meetings.
For starters, the racing itself can be very
exciting, whether you're a competitor or a
spectator. Then there’s the social aspect:
the chance to meet new people who share
your enthusiasm or to simply spend the day
with old friends, talking, comparing notes
and tinkering with model boats.
Taking home a nice shiny trophy can
be very satisfying, too!

Fast Electric meetings are usually very
relaxed and friendly affairs. We try not
to take ourselves too seriously.
Why not come along and give it a try?
| guarantee you'll be hooked. @
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SECIRSIO LIS PLANS / MOULDINGS / WOODPACKS / TOOLS / ACCESSORIES / DVDs / BOOKS
ORDERING The World's biggest selection of Radio Controlled Aircraft, Boat & Model Engineering plans & parts MnnEl
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www.sarikhobbies.com

sarik nobbies BUILDER

The store for the model builder K Find us on Facebook

- 1000S OF MODEL PLAN DESIGNS iz Iivalel

EXTENSIVE RANGE

i Ll g of model boat plans to keep any builder busy

A library of
Model Aircraft & Boat
books and DVDs
also available!

o edetp: o 3 Scale Boats & Ships Competition Boats Submarines
2 Ty Sailing Boats & Yachts Hovercraft Unconventional : h
‘":‘ e S Easy to Build Boats Hydroplanes X-List Plans www.sarikhobbies.com
- Engineering Straight Runners

MODEL BOAT PLANS SCALE BOATS & T
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Beachbaby MM2105 £12.50 MV Arran MM415 £14.50 .\‘0
E Boat MM667 £12.50 MV Hauk MAR3790 £12.50
Enterprise Static Sail MM1040 £13.50 RAF Seaplane Tender MAGM2041 £13.50 ;
Fairey Huntsman MM2111 £12.50 Range Safety Launch MM412 £18.00 4
Fleetfoot MM2109 £12.50 River Cruiser Dubarry MM2063 £23.00
Halvorsen Seaplane Tender MM2077 £13.50 River Queen V102 £12.50 Many New RC & Static
HMS Blazer MAR2970 £17.00 Samwise BM1431 £12.50 Model Boat Kits now available
HMS Goliath MM2084 £12.50 Sun XXI Tug MM899 £13.50 www. sarikhobbies.com
HMS Helsingborg MAR3526 £22.00 Tarpon MM494 £18.00
SEESLED RN S0 VISR RS MG R SR 6T6 MAR2322 £11.50 Boxkite SH-MAR2959 £20.00 Louis Heloise MAR2431 £26.00
DR LT W) ViR (D Altair MAR2521 £36.00 Celia Jane MM1365 £23.00 Norfolk Wherry MM1367 £12.50
Invictus of Allington MM2117 £12.50 Union Castle Cargo Liner MM2121 £12.50 Ardent MAR3022 £20.00 Dinghy Static Sail MM153 £13.50 Petrel BM1445 £12.50
Liberty Ship SH-MAR3142 £11.50 US Coast Guard 38’ Picket Boat MM2098 £12.50 Argus MMA405 £12.50 Genie MMI175 £12.50 Pocahontas MAR2489 £14.50
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MEEE MBSO SR W oy (R RISl G HHEND Bluebottle MM293 £12.50 Jenny MM2070 £13.50 Wild Duck MM2127 £12.50

(1:12 or 1:24 scale)*

UTE WORK BOAT ETOILE VOSPER MTB MARINER US 80’ TOW BOAT RIVA AQUARAMA
This is a semi-scale model of a typical A semi-scale model for 540 electric A Glynn Guest design for a semi- This typical US classic 80" tugboat with A 1:12 Scale Riva Powerboat for
workboat and the model is 24.5 inches motors either as fast runabout or ski scale MTB. (approx. 1:32) traditional curved wheelhouse can still twin electric motors. Designed by
(62cm) long and 8 inches (20cm) beam. boat with 1:12th scale figure. be seen operational in many harbours. JJ Laugere.
Plan MM2062 £14.50
Plan MM2079UTE £14.50 Plan MAR2324 £14.50 Laser Cut Wood Pack WPMM2062 £39.00 Plan MAR3532 £17.50 1:12 Short Kit 1:24 Short Kit
Laser Cut Wood Pack WPMM2079 £50.50 Laser Cut Wood Pack WP2324 £50.50 Additional Wood Pack AWPMM2062 £13.00 Laser Cut Wood Pack WP3532 £96.50 SET2552 WP2552-50PC-1
Short Kit SETMM2079 UTE £59.00 Short Kit SET2324 £59.00 Short Kit AWPMM2062 £62.50 Short Kit SET3532 £112.50 £65.50 £29.50

T 2 = 4
THAMES BARGE VERONICA VOSPER MTB379 FAIREY HUNTRESS 23 NIMBUS MK3 PILOT BOAT
An iconic sailing work boat that Built for the Royal Navy, these heavily Period charm in abundance, a build This One Metre has proved very Semi scale (length 630mm and
plied its trade in and around the armed and fast patrol boats were very quality to admire and detailing popular for home building in timber. 190mm beam) river patrol boat
River Thames and Medway. active during and after Ww2. that’s crisp. It's nautical indulgence. For International 1 metre Rules model designed by Richard Webb.
Plan MAR3584 £41.50 Plan MAR3505 £14.50 Plan MM2131 £15.50 Plan MAR3133 £20.00 Plan MAR3062 £17.50
Laser Cut Wood Pack WP3584 £67.00 Laser Cut Wood Pack WP3505 £76.50 Laser Cut Wood Pack WPMB2131 £36.00 Laser Cut Wood Pack WP3133 £43.50 Laser Cut Wood Pack WP3062 £58.00
Short Kit (+ DVD) SET3584 £111.00 Short Kit (+ DVD) SET3505DVD £89.50 Short Kit SET2131 £49.50 Short Kit SET3133 £59.50 Short Kit SET3062 £72.50

MODELMAKING TOOLS, ACCESSORIES & SUPPLIES ) . T :
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SCREWDRIVERS, HAND FILES, p- - The wartime chine hulled tug ever
SANDING BLOCKS, TOOLS & CLAMPS, 3 - - popular as amodel drawn to 1:24th
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scale. Designed by Adrian Brewer.

Plan MAR2447 £14.50
Laser Cut Wood Pack WP2447 £50.00
Short Kit SET2447 £61.00
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. / 7 ' - SYMMETRICAL LEADING EDGE Plan MAR2966 £17.50
= TRAILING & LEADING EDGE Laser Cut Wood Pack WP2966 £32.50
* TRIANGULAR BALSA DVD DV504 £7.50
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Cross hobby hack J

“A major stumbling block has been
— finding a small, and light, brushless |
iy electronic speed controller (esc) [
that offers anything other than /
= ‘forwards only”

Phil Button shares details
of how to repurpose an
R/C model helicopter esc
to achieve both forward
and reverse control in a
small plastic model boat
kit conversion...

Transferable tech

ver the last few years I've undertaken a .
Onumber of ‘plastic magic’ conversions 3.7V LiPo battery Drive Motor ESC,

from small scale model boat kits and all >
of them have utilised the smallest (and lightest)
brushless outrunner motors that I've been able
to find. For newcomers to the hobby, with an
outrunner motor the windings are fixed fo the
boat and the magnets, inside the rotor, rotate
with the drive shaft to turn the propeller.

All of these small models have been fitted
with a type HXM1400-2000 motor from
Hobbyking (www.hobbyking.com). This motor,
which weighs all of 5 grams and is rated
2000kV (2000rpm/volt), will drive the propeller
at 7400rpm from a 3.7V LiPo battery and it's
proved to be very effective for tiny models
and their correspondingly scaled down
propellers. Photo 1 illustrates the electrical
installation in my 1:108 scale, 231mm long,
Revell Harbour Tug, Lucky X|, marked up to show
the components.

A major stumbling block, however, has

been finding a small, and light, brushless .
electronic speed controller (esc) that offers 2.4GhZ Receiver Rudder Servo
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“I built and converted one of these
kits some years ago using NiMH
batteries with brushed motors
and let’s just say the performance
wasn’t exactly sparkling”

anything other than ‘forwards only’. This

is because most brushless escs are not
designed for boats but for R/C aeroplanes
and helicopters (or multi-copters), which, as
we all know, don't really need ‘reverse’.

I'm currently in the initial planning stages
of building a second fully operational model
of the German lifeboat Hermann Marwede,
based on the Revell 1:72 scale plastic kit.

Part of my specification is fo achieve the
performance benefits of brushless motors
with a LiPo battery pack, but also to have the
capability of going astern if | want to (even if
only to cover the emergency stop situation).

I built and converted one of these kits some
years ago using NiMH batteries with brushed
motors and let’s just say the performance
wasn't exactly sparkling. Photo 2 shows this
earlier model on the water.

Ron Rees covered one possible solution
(which I have also used) in an article entitled ‘The
Easy Way Back'in the December 2017 issue of
Model Boats, but now I've found another way
to achieve forward and reverse. So, for those of
you who wish to use small brushless motors and
electronic speed controllers (esc) for both ahead
and astern operation, | thought I'd share how I've
overcome the ‘problem’ of going astern without
recourse fo additional servos or the more
expensive marine type of esc. You will need to
have a bit of computer knowledge to use this
method, but the end results seem well worth it.

The speed controller

While searching the Internet, | discovered
a type of brushless esc that can be
programmed, thanks to a piece of software
wizardry called ‘BLHeli’, for what the makers
call tail mode’. This feature, specifically
designed for control of the tail rotor on a
model helicopter, allows the esc to work
in a bi-directional mode (i.e. forwards and
backwards) and operates via a centre zero
control stick on the tfransmitter, offering full
speed control in both directions.

Hermann Marwedeis much larger than
most of my ‘plastic magic’ conversions,
so she will be fitted with three Hobbyking
AX1806N outrunner motors, which weigh
19 grams each and are rated to draw a
maximum of 7amps, running at 2100kV (2100
rpm/V). Since these drive motors only draw
a maximum of 7amps, | don’t need a high
power esc, but | have found a suitable unit
rated at 12amps that can be fused down to
protect the motor in case of problems (like a
fouled propeller). This esc is a ‘King Kong 12A
Opto ESC BLHeli’ (just Google the description
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to find suppliers), and it can be acquired at
a very reasonable price for a potentially bi-
directional brushless speed controller.

The esc is opto-isolated, which means that
it has no BEC (receiver power supply) circuitry
built in, so it is necessary fo either provide a
separate power supply for the receiver or fit a
dedicated BEC unit.

Unfortunately, the esc will not work from a
3.7V LiPo battery (I have tried it!) as it's rated
for operation from a 7.4-14.8V supply. This
means that | will have to use a minimum 7.4V
battery, resulting in 15540rpm at the propeller.
How that will work out when using the
standard kit propellers remains to be seen!

Programming the esc

As received, the esc is set up for unidirectional
operation and has solder pads for the
motor connection wires. The signal cable
for connection to the receiver only has two
wires (signal and ground) and is fitted with
a standard servo type plug. The power
supply takes the form of red and black wires
for connection to the battery: positive and
negative leads. Photo 3 shows the esc as
received, along with a rule o illustrate scale.
In order to reprogram the esc, you will need
a small piece of kit called a USB Bootloader
(also known as a linker) fo connect the esc
servo wire to a USB port on your PC, laptop,
or whatever device you use. The esc also
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Cross hobby hack

BLHeli

BOOTLOADER |.F

R

needs to be connected to a battery power
supply. Photo 4 shows front and back of the
Hobbyking bootloader that | used. To actually
get my PC fo ‘talk’ to the USB bootloader,
| found that I had to download and install
a piece of software called Silicon Labs
USBXpress. This allowed the device to be
read by my Windows 10 PC.

The PC, or whatever device you're
running. also has fo have another piece
of software called ‘BLHeli Suite’ installed
on it. This software comes in the form of a
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Cross hobby hack

@ BLHeliSuite 16.7.14.9.0.0 [ATMEL BLHeli Bootloader (USB/Com) @COM4] - O X
ESC setup ESCtools Salect ATMEL / SILABS Interface Options 7 BlHeliinfo  Sawve Screenshot

Atmel ESC Setup Make interfaces

ESC# 1 - Name Unknown ESC Misc
for 777 Motors [] Rearming every Start
| [EMPTY BLHel Revision:  xx.x [ Programming by TX !
! Low Voltage Limiter Startup Power Motor Direction Input Polarity |
z [ 3.2volt / cell | 1m0 [ Normal | | Positive | |
| - > Il > - > - > |
Governor Mode = Temperature Protection Demag Compensation Startup Beep Volume
( Tx : : off ; [ off | 120 ]
1 > - > - > . >
' Governor P-Gain Spoolup Time PWM Frequency/Dampe Beacon Yolume
| . x100 | =% —— ) [ Low | 200 |
- > I > - > El- )
Governor I-Gain Low RPM Power Protect Enablg PWM Input Beacon Delay
[ x1.00 ; ( On ) L off . | 10 minutes
| - > I > Il > Il )
| Governor Range Brake On Stop Motor Timing PPM Min Throttle
[ High 5 off ! [ Medium ' [ 1148 |
- > - > IB- ;- »
Governor Target RPM Motor / Gear Setup _ PPM Max Throttle
THR 70 % = 6092 rpm mCP-X v/t J13600 |6 (10 64 |81 | [ 1832 )
180 ’ Motor @84% | Lipo MotorK¥Y Pole Pinion M-Gear Comp. < >
:8 (O Rread Setup T “ Flash BLHeli (% Flash Other
| Port: |[COM 4 v | Baud: 19200 \ Connect
[ | 5
“After testing with a transmitter then click ‘Connect’; this opens a pop up

window with the message ‘Please connect
esc and power up (cycle power)..
Affer plugging the esc signal cable into the

and receiver, I now have a
brushless esc that is bi-directional,

with full speed control in bootloader and powering up the esc, click on
each direction of rotation, the ‘Read Setup’ button towards the bottom
workingfrom a centre zero stick I?fT hand S|dg of the window. If you've gof.l‘r
. right, the settings of the connected esc will
on the transmitter” show on screen with a confirming message of
‘ESC#1 setup read successfully’.
*.zip file, which you can download free of You can now change any or all of the
charge, but you will need to unzip it info a settings of the esc using this window (a
folder in order to gain access. There are a manual is available for download if you like
number of YouTube videos that show how to fo refer to the instructions, but | didn't use it
download the software from the Internet (one for my initial set up). When you're happy with
example can be found af www.youtube.com/ your seftings, simply click on the “Write Setup’
watch?v=EcPNwaUbA74). button, which will send your new data to the
Having downloaded all of this software esc and provide a message on screen to
to the PC, the next step is to click on the confirm your action.
BLHeliSuite.exe icon in the folder where you My own settings consisted of changing
stored it to open a programming window ‘Motor Direction’ to number 3 for bi-directional
(see Photo 5). Af the top of this window, and leaving just about everything else
click on ‘Select ATMEL/SILABS Interface’ as the default settings. After testing with
and select option C from the drop down a transmitter and receiver, | now have a
menu - at least, it worked for me! Next, go brushless esc that is bi-directional, with full
to the bottom of the new window that you've speed control in each direction of rotation, o o
opened. Where it says ‘Port’, click on the working from a centre zero stick on the Trial time...
arrowhead at the right hand side of the box transmitter. Photo 6 shows my temporary The next job is to install the esc and motor in
and select ‘'COM4’ — again, this worked for (very!) test hook up to the PC of battery, esc, a model boat and test it out on the water —
me! Plug the bootloader into a USB port and motor and bootloader — but, hey, it works! watch this space for the results! @
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Free Plan

ic Smeed designed a wide range of
VCrof’r types over the years. | built his
model design Silver Mist while at school
in the late 1960s, as designed at 21-inches
long, and it became a firm favourite of mine.
Fast forward 50 years and | decided to
build her again but this time slightly larger,
at 30-inches long. Still basically of balsa
construction, with a plywood keel for strength,
she has been run for a few seasons now and
looks splendid on the water.

Having enjoyed her so much, it occurred fo
me that, in line with the plans I've previously
produced as A3 size designs for the magazine,
a smaller version of Silver Mist would work
perfectly for beginners, younger readers and
those working within a limited budget. Here,
then, is Mini Mist. She’s a 15-inch version of
Vic's classic rendition of the full size craft, Silver
Vanity, which was designed by James Silver
back in the 1950s — the same decade ‘yours
fruly” hailed from!

Construction

OK, let's get started... Firstly, you will need

fo frace the keel and bulkheads from the
drawing using an HB pencil. Having done so,
reverse your tracing, go over the lines with
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: “It occurred to me that a smaller version of
- Silver Mist would work perfectly for beginners,

L,_; If

Ray Wood supplies instructions and some really useful hints and tips for those
of you wishing to make use of this month'’s free plan...

said pencil, and transfer the image onto your
1/8-inch balsa sheet. Alternatively, this can
be achieved by getting extra copies of the
drawing prinfed so that you can spray mount
your parts onto the balsa as a guide for
cutting round; the repositionable spray by 3M
is a good choice, as this peels off the balsa
much more easily than other similar products
on the market.
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younger readers and those working within a
limited budget. Here, then, is Mini Mist.

She’s a 15-inch version of Vic Smeed’s class
rendition of the full size craft, Silver Vanity”

.

St

The keel and bulkheads then need o
be cut from the 1/8-inch balsa sheet. The
positions of the stern tube and rudder tubes
should be marked upon the keel and doublers
fitted both sides. It's possible using a standard
6mm stern tube to hollow the doublers to fit
each side of this tube later. The hole for your
rudder tube (*| used a left-over piece of brass
tube from my scrap box to create this) can
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“This boat is pretty much built in
the palm of your hand, although
building on a base board is
also possible by extending the
bulkheads to a common datum —
either way works”

be drilled at a later stage. *If you're new to
the hobby and haven't yet started a scrap
box of your own, make sure you do so — trust
me, holding on to the surplus fo requirements
bits and bobs at the end of a project will pay
dividends time and time again!

The bulkheads should have part of their
centres removed for the motor, battery and
radio access. The main deck edge, formed
from sheet balsa, can be traced from the
drawing with the bulkhead positions marked
for alignment. The bulkheads should be
pinned in position on the keel and the deck
edge sheet fitted info the notches in the
bulkheads; this will require some trimming
and adjustment as the drawing’s not 100%
accurate, being based on work from the
pre-CAD [Computer Aided Design] days.
Once you have every part aligned to
your satisfaction, the whole thing can be
superglued initially and then filleted later with
balsa cement.

This boat is pretty much built in the palm of
your hand, although building on a base board
is also possible by extending the bulkheads to
a common datum — either way works.

The hullis planked with 3/32-inch x 3/16-
inch strips, which are easily cut from sheet
balsa using a steel rule and a sharp blade.
| like to start planking from the deck line,
working down to the waterline; this allows
you to create neat joints to the part of the
hull that will be seen. The planks stop short of
the bow and stern so there are few awkward
bends to achieve; if your balsa is slightly
hard, the outside surface of the plank can
be dampened to aid the bending process.
| recommend using good old fashion balsa
cement for this fask as it sets fast and
smells great. The planks should pinned to
the bulkheads temporarily with modelling or
dress making pins until its dry. The small holes
made can later be addressed with filler or
a blob of cement, both of which sand down
well. Alternatively, the planking can start at
the keel, working to the turn of the hull. If you
choose to take this route, you'll end up with
some tapered planks that need to be fitted in
the resulting gaps; the photos featured in this
article will help you visualise this sequence.
Once dry any wayward planks can be sanded
into shape.

The bow and stern blocks can be formed
with laminations of sheet balsa or whatever
is to hand. | cut templates from cereal packet
card for most of the parts so that | can check
the angles and fit prior to cutting the wood.
The parts can then be glued into place before
being refined with a sharp knife and some
abrasive paper attached to a block, although
my favourite tool for such a task is the
Permagrit block sander, which has a different
grade of sandpaper on each of its sides and
is one of most useful tools you can have.

The centre section of the deck is raised to
a higher level with another part bulkhead and
deck edge sheeting. The decks on my Mini
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Mist are 1/64-inch ply but you could
use 1/32-inch ply or balsa, at a push.
The deck is such a lovely feature
of this little craft. Again, | made card
templates matching the hull in order
to cut the ply to shape. You can then
use a fine line black pen to draw on
your planks: 1/8-inch wide planks look
about right, and don't forget to show a
few joints as, let’s face it, her deck wasn't
constructed from 55ft long planks! Mark out
arear deck access hatch to the internals
and make up a sub frame for its removal. The

“You can then use a fine line
black pen to draw on your planks:
1/8-inch wide planks look about
right, and don’t forget to show a
few joints as, let’s face it, her deck
wasn’t constructed from

55ft long planks!”

The steering servo
and rudder linkage.

Free Plan

ABOVE: Planking from the keel commences.
LEFT: Stern blocks balsa laminations.

BELOW: The stern tube and 25mm three-blade propeller in place.

steering servo and the
rudder linkage to the
simple brass rod rudder
stock and tiller with a brass
blade soldered on is best
installed before the rear deck is
finally glued in place. On such a small model,
this will be fiddly; it is, however, essential
for navigation. The deck edge rubbing strip
can be fashioned from any strip material,
but, personally, | like to use mahogany strip,
varnished to produce bright work that will
match the wheelhouse. The ply deck will
look good toned down with some light oak
coloured Coloron wood stain. The rear deck
will be part covered by a dingy, carved from




Free Plan

soft block balsa or Styrofoam, and there is a
small access companion way hatch over the
rudder position.

Deck fittings, rails
and windows

Now for the expensive part of the build...

The design created by James Silver featured
handrails to all decks, both two and three rail
stanchions, with a fimber capping rail around
the rear deck. The cost effective method
here would be to fabricate these from brass
rod and solder them into position — not being
confident | could make a proper job this,
however, | bought the two sizes of stanchions
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“A neat trick I can share here is to
employ an office-type hole punch”

required, which are fortunately offered in the
Caldercraft range, at my local model boat
shop at Chatham Dockyard. The timber rail
needs to be cut and sanded to section and
glued onto the three rail stanchions around
the rear deck, with the top opening cut off
and superglued in position. The wheelhouse
is a simple structure, the windows and door
of which can either be glazed with acetate or
represented using black self-adhesive Fablon
shapes. The portlights on the hull can also

be made from Fablon sticky backed plastic;
aneat trick | can share here is fo employ an
office-type hole punch, as you should find this
will easily and efficiently punc

size ‘portlights’ you require.

Stanchions, with the rear handrail
capping in mahogany.

e
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Sticky backed black Dacron
paper punched for portholes.
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Free Plan

suitably sized block (as illustrated) to run
the line around the hull.

Having done this, and once you've
applied a couple of coats of sanding sealer
or cellulose dope, a flotation test in a bath
or hand basin with all the gear aboard will
show what is required. My larger 30-inch
version used the drive batteries as ballast
quite successfully and the same applies at
this smaller scale when positioning a pair of
Sub C rechargeable cells either side of the
keel amidships and the receiver and speed
controller, or servo and micro switch | used,
in the forward part of the hull, although some
small lead weights or similar maybe required
at the stern.

Painting, decorating
and final touches

| pondered briefly over the fact that the
external finishing of the balsa hull could be
made really strong with glass cloth and resin,
but quickly concluded that seeing as its so

|

BELOW: Miri Mist complete,
alongside her big sister,
the 30-inch Silver Mist.

lightweight this would simply be ‘overkill’.
However, the choice, as they say, is yours.
Sanding, sealer and Humbrol enamel has
served me well over the years and only a very
small tinlet was required to give my hull a
couple of coats of white on the topsides and
royal blue below the waterline. Whatever you
decide upon finish wise, remember the stain
to the deck should be sealed with some matt
finish varnish for protection.

Fixtures and fittings are not complicated
at this scale. The anchor and winch on the
foredeck can be made from block and wire
and the mast on the wheelhouse from dowel,
with cotton rigging. If, however, you wish to
go further, it might be worth buying the plans
Vic's 21-inch original from Sarik from SARIK
(Ref. MM 524), as this smaller version has
been simplified to suit the size and decrease
the build time.

Not to be missed!

| believe anyone who embarks on this good
old balsa wood basis build will have a most
enjoyable experience, and, on completion,
will find that Mini Mist is generally very well
behaved (naturally, however, being so smalll
and light, she does get blown around a bit in
a fresh breeze). So, | hope I've inspired some
of my fellow Model Boats readers, whether
young and old, to have a go at building this
smaller scale version of one Vic's prettiest
ever model boat designs. @
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Scale: 1:16

L.O.A. 43 inches (1092mm)
Beam: 8.75 inches (210mm)
Displacement: 6.61b (3kg)

Built and developed by Thornycroft. Introduced in 1917 as a larger, heavier armed version of the earlier 40ft craft.
Capable of speeds of up to 41 knots. Used as smoke layers during the 1918 Zeebrugge raid and in the Baltic against
the Bolsheriks. Also used as anti-submarine craft in the early years of WWII.

The kit is to the usual high standards of all our fleet and includes GRP hull and superstructure, light weight resin torpedoes and

depth charges, deck and bridge fittings, rudder, skeg, prop shafts and props, plan and building instructions.
Price £350

MOUNTFLEET MODELS

_—
VISA Maestro

Adam Slater - Rock House - Bankwood Road - Womersley - Doncaster - DN6 9AX
st @ www.mountfleetmodels.co.uk

Tel: 01977 620386 - E-Mail: sales@mountfleetmodels.co.uk




Galway Hooker §
3

Mike Benson
concludes the story of
his magnificent 1:12
scale scratch built
working model of a
Galway Hooker
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Galway Hooker

Brendan part

was outlined and the building of my 1:12

scale model was detailed. For me this was,
to say the very least, an ambitious project:

a carvel built hull, with a sharp bow, pear
drop shaped lines, a fine run aft, pronounced
tumble home and a sharply raked transom.
Drawings were scaled up (x192!) from plans
featured in Richard Scott’s excellent book,
The Galway Hooker (available on Amazon or
alternatively via Google — search ‘Plans for
Galway Hooker’).

As you will have noted in Part 1, being
relatively inexperienced, | dubbed myself ‘the
Apprentice’ but | did have the assistance
of ‘the Boatbuilder’!, Wilf Burton — now
sadly no longer with us. Wilf, a former 1:1
boatbuilder, kindly produced 1:12 scale,
full size, model drawings, made the spars
for the Saint Brendan, gave hands on help,
advice and encouragement, and never tired
of yarning about boats over a brew! As his
young Apprentice, | had in the past already
built and sailed a handful of less challenging
models, including two scratch built sailing
barges, but having had him as a mentor
proved absolutely invaluable. His loss made
me even more determined to complete this
tricky project as a lasting tribute to him, and
now complete I've been able fo draw on my
experience as a 1:1 dinghy sailor while sailing
my Galway Hooker.

I n Part One, the story of the Galway Hooker

Logistics

Fortunately, the Hooker has its own trolley,
made for me by ‘the Boatbuilder’, originally for
a model Norfolk Wherry but since adapted
for any model and its gear. When laid on
her side, sail lowered and brailed, the Saint
Brendan fits info the boot of my Super Mini
(just) — once the back seat is down, that is.
This avoids having to lower the mast during
fransportation, which thankfully saves me
much time and trouble.
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Just as a 1:1 scale dinghy arriving via a road
frailer takes some time fo prepare before being
taken out to seq, so a historic sailing model
needs, of course, to be properly made ready at
the pondside. The logistics of fransporting the
Hooker, setting her up on arrival and sailing her
on said pond, therefore, all had fo be taken into
account when designing the model's rigging. In
every other aspect, however, this was kept as
close to scale as possible.

While the 1:12 scale Hooker was
definitely more challenging to build than
my 1:24 scale Thames Sailing Barge (both
models being of a similar size), her single
mast and simpler rigging certainly make
life easier and, better still, sailing this larger

scale model has proved far more engaging.

Modifications

Following on from last month’s coverage
of the build, there were, of course, a few
modifications to be made...

The Keel

A lead bulb on the end of a fin keel gives
a working model the self-righting moment
she needs.

Saint Brendan is laid on the pond wall on
her side, to fit her keel and working model
rudder underneath. The ballasted centre
board fitted, borrowed from an RC Laser,
slides into a centreboard slot, making
the keel removable for tfransport and the
model’s other life as a static display model.
The centreboard is secured over the open
top of the slot. | realised, of course, that the
case would need to be strong enough to
take the lateral strains from the keel under
way, so it's securely cross braced by solid
frames within the hull. The freeboard inside
the case matches that outside the hull, so
the top of the case is sealed.

A longer centreboard case than
necessary allows the position of the keel
to be trimmed, fore and aft, in case of
need. Out of trim, a boat will not sail well.

In a dinghy, the centreboard is normally
just aft of the mast; a full-size Galway
Hooker, however, was not designed with
a centreboard in mind — so | was taking a
leap of faith!

On deck

A watertight deck is, of course, important. So,
however, is easy access to the radio controls
below, and the usual modelling solution of
on deck coamings inside a raised hatch
cover, does not suit the Hooker’s open hold.
My model, therefore, runs the same gauntlet
as her big sister, relying on deck coamings
when she heels. What was it my friend ‘the
Boatbuilder’ once advised: “Don’t build open
sailing models — too risky!".

The distinctive long bowsprit is a feature
I'd avoided on previous models. In my
experience, modelling this spar in large
scale sailing models is relatively high risk:
firstly, because of possible damage to the
spar, and therefore rigging, when the model
is being transported; and secondly, on the
water, when — not if — the model decides
to ram the nearest pond wall at full speed!
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This has either been because of radio failure
(i.e. 1 put batteries in back to front!), or owing
to a historic sailing model having a senior
moment (typically, failing to go about and,
having missed stays, proceeding to fall off
downwind in the inevitable sudden gust of
wind into the nearest stone wall — which is
invariably on the far side of the pondl). So, the
spar retracts on impact in case of need; but
also, occasionally, due to the inboard pull of
her rigging — hence the slack bobstay and
fore stay in one or two of the photos!’
Another modification | needed to make
was to the mainsheet. Control was discreetly
taken from mid-boom fo the receiver’s
sail arm below deck, with the prototype
mainsheet modelled in the cockpit being
purely cosmetic and made of elastic. The
mainsheet on a full-size Hooker needs four
blocks to control her mainsail and is very
much part of the Hooker’s iconic profile. A
working model sheet with four blocks would,
however, be far too long a reach for the
receiver’s sail arm below. Fearing for my
hand sewn sails, I've not attempted a more
powerful sail winch either.
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The sails

For setting sail, the hull is transferred onto
a folding cradle. The mainsail is handled
authentically and hoisted into the wind in
a sheltered spot, having already been pre-
reefed at home, with the weather forecast
taken info consideration.

A sailing model needs fo reduce her sail area
by at least 10% of that required by her full-size
counterpart. Scaling down a three dimensional
hull and a two dimensional sail area alters their
respective proportions, so if the sail area is not
reduced she will be over canvassed.

Sailing

Working Hookers used smaller rigs than today’s
restored and replica boats and would therefore
typically be double reefed before sailing if there
was a blow outside. The West coast of Ireland

is a challenging coastline: the open Atlantic

lies beyond rock strewn islets and cliff girt
headlands. So | decided two reefs in" would be
the Saint Brendan’s standard, aware thatina
stronger, gustier breeze further reefing would be
required.
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Galway Hooker

The Hooker is fore and aft rigged: handier
for beating fo windward than a square rigger.
Her gaff rig makes her a powerful sailor on a
beam reach but less efficient when beating than
a Bermudan rigged craft, such as a modern
racing dinghy.

Do not gybe a Hooker! An unintended gybe,
that would fling her massive top hamper across
the boat if the wind ever veered behind the great
mainsail, which would be a nightmare.

Tuning

Tuning is needed to coax opfimum
performance out of a fraditional sailing craft.
Raking the mast forward helps her beat
windwards, whereas raking the mast aft
stops her veering into the wind. Sefting the
gaff higher improves windward ability, as
does moving ballast forward. So, the Saint
Brendan’s foresails were reduced in size for
easier self-tacking and o match a reefed main.

A balanced, frimmed boat should be
able to sail herself: floating level, port and
starboard, and assuming a true hulland a
straight keel.
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Galway Hooker

Traditional working craft, like the Hooker,
were trimmed with more draught aft for
seaworthiness, not with a level keel. During
the build, | was aware that my model would
need fo be ballasted accordingly, as such
craft were not designed to be sailed without
cargo or ballast. Besides her weighted keel,
the Saint Brendan, therefore, carries ballast
boxes, low down against the keel in the
centre of the hull. Two of these boxes carry
lead weights to balance the heft of the radio
control gear.

Test sail day

So, forget the theory: this, fellow apprentices,
is what can happen when you take a historic
working model out sailing...

The story begins on a broiling hot 2020
day — indeed, the hottest for 15 years, with
the water 70 miles away and an hour’s traffic
jaom on the road ahead. At the forefront
of this dingy sailing/model boat building
apprentice’s mind while sat at the wheel is
that, after four months of lockdown, there's
still the threat of renewed local restrictions on
the horizon and that an imminent break in the
seemingly endless dry spell is now forecast.

On arrival, | find the park heaving with
people, all out making the most of the heat
wave, not least the school children enjoying
an extended vacation. A discreet, quiet
launch, this is not going to be!
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St Brendan is going fo have fo share the
water with various companions: a handy
scratch built Norfolk Wherry; a beautifully
scratch built Astrid — also on her maiden
voyage, and two high octane speedboats
chasing each other round the pond. Not only
that but a lad is attempting fo swim in if!

There's a flat calm, with only the occasional
fleeting zephyr faintly rippling the surface
and this does not suit a heavily built Galway
Hooker on a working up sail. Occasionally, she
shows a clean pair of heels, as I'd expected.
But the dinghy sailor in me knows she’s
manoeuvring with difficulty, so | attempt fo
socially distance at the quiet end of the pond
and consider putting on a face mask to spare
any potential blushes.

It's proving difficult to assess her handling
in these conditions, something | soon find
myself discussing with the aforementioned
scratch builders who've come over fo
infroduce themselves and have a chat. One
of them ventures this is why he prefers kits. |
conclude that she’s struggling to answer her
helm because her working rudder is hung foo
far forward to afford enough turning leverage
(this modification in the build having been
adopted to avoid hanging a working rudder
on a heavily sloping transom, and then having
to take unsightly steering rods through the
open cockpit).

Meanwhile, the black hulled, brown sailed
stranger is generating interest amongst other
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park regulars, who head over fo the pond to
see what's on the water. The locals know she’s
not a Norfolk Wherry — the local sailor — so they
want fo know what she is. | notice that when |
describe the boat as a working craft —hence
the heavy weathering — folk speak up for the
Hooker: “She’s beautifull’; “It's huge!”; “That
looks expensive!l” (“That” pronounced in an Irish
accentl). The charms of the Galway Hooker!

What's more, despite the dead heat and fotal
lack of breeze not being conducive fo putting
the Saint Brendan through her paces, the calm
condifions are certainly making my photoshoot
easier — bearing in mind I'm a one man band,
with no film crew or deckhands in tow.

On the drive home | mull over a few of the
issues that will need to be addressed. Firstly,
there’s rudder control. A steering fix is going
fo be needed: I'll have to change the working
rudder’s profile, extend the blade further aff,
and hinge the prototype’s dummy rudder
fo swing freely and noft resist the working
rudder. Also, while sheet elastic may work
well on a reach, it's certainly far from ideal
when becalmed. Lastly, stability: her initial
tenderness when heeling proved as expected,
but she’s still only partially decked and so
secondary stability will need to be assessed.

| am, however, very happy with how easy
fransporting and setting up the Saint Brendan
has proved, how she promises to be a powerful
sailor — having tracked well on a deep keel, and
how very photogenic she looked on the water.
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The Saint Brendan's
maiden voyage

Six days later, with the weather beginning
to break and continuing rumours of
further lockdowns, | spy a small window of
opportunity; fime to get to the pond with my
Mk 2 working rudder and swinging scale
rudder before it's foo late. Thunderstorms are
predicted this afternoon and mist shrouds the
countryside on my early morning drive. Arriving
at pondside, a quick check of my watch tells
me it's 8.30am, and, as if on cue, sunshine
finally breaks through the murky veil. Right
now, the water is completely calm but soon will
come fitful zephyrs and, later, a light breeze.
Saint Brendan responds fo the helm and
she tacks as well as can be expected of a
heavy traditional craft in such conditions. She's
undoubtedly doing enough to pass muster as
an occasional sailor on this quiet pond. For
use on a busier waterway, she’s going to need
testing in a stiffer breeze — and with more staff:
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i.e. a crew member manning the far wall, and
looking out for that bowsprit; a photographer
to off load and put to use the camera that's
hanging round my neck; and an enquiries
officer, for fielding audience questions.

While the Saint Brendan is not as handy as
a Norfolk Wherry, that's hardly surprising — as
a Wherry wouldn’t look too clever in a heavy
sea off the Aran Islands! And after initial
tenderness, she has good secondary stability.
She’s quick off the mark, too, and potentially
fast (something | know would have immensely
pleased ‘the Boatbuilder’). With her deep
keel, she tracks well but, consequently, takes
time to turn and needs way on her to handle
efficiently. What's particularly obvious is how
she relishes a breeze on the beam.

Suddenly, | see in my viewfinder that her
mainsail is flapping (a loose boom tie) and,
damn it, in the multi-tasking mayhem of
bringing her in, | lose my favourite sunglasses
in the pond!

e —

Sadly, Mike's model boat building mentor, Wilf Burton, didn’t
live to see the Saint Brendan make her maiden voyage, but
his advice on her design and construction proved invaluable.

The sky hazes over as thunder rumbles.
Meanwhile, the Saint Brendan is still drawing
passers-by to the pondside to admire her
gorgeous lines, ask questions and shower
her with compliments: “Lovely!”; “Beautiful!”;
“Fantastic!”. The magic of my Galway Hooker
strikes again — what a craic!

A warning for fellow
apprentices!

Working sail is part of our past; it's embedded
in our DNA. As such, historic sail draws an
audience at the quayside, and once under
way stirs the soul. Much to my delight,

the Saint Brendan, my very own tribute fo
Ireland’s maritime icon, not only commands
attention on the water but also when
displayed as a static model, foo.

Why the warning, then? Well, frust me,
you'll find modelling historic working sail is
dangerously addictive — and, believe me,
there’s no cure! Prepare to find yourself well
and truly hooked!

And finally...

| cannot end this feature without once again
paying fribute fo Wilf Burton, my former and
never to be forgotten fellow model barge

builder. Thank you, Wilf. Sail on, my friend! @
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Richard Simpson helps simplify the setting up an oscillator control valve...

to build his first steam powered model boat.
He eventually went for a classic and perfect
first-time combination of a Krick Borkum kit
with a Miniature Steam Models Clyde plant in it.
Having put it all fogether, a lot of questions and
explanations went backwards and forwards
as regards how to set up the operation of the
engine confrol valve, which ended up feeling a
bit like one of those exercises in communication
that you undergo on big company development
courses. This served fo remind me that some
aspects of plant can seem allittle tricky to
those new to the hobby. Indeed, even the
more experienced amongst us can get caught
out by the odd aspect we've not taken into
consideration. | hope, therefore, that what
follows may prove to be of some assistance...

Iwas recently involved with helping a chap

Preparation

Those of you old enough to have been

taught how to use a slide rule at school may
remember the first step: undertaking a mental
estimate of the result. This was basically fo
ensure we ended up with the decimal point

in somewhere like the correct place. The
interesting part is that this is a process that
applies to a great many aspects of design, in
so far as we need to mentally visualise at least
the direction we want to take before we even
start to consider how to achieve our goal.
Consequently, first of all we need to have an
idea of where we're going to situate both the
engine and the servo. The engine position will
likely be determined by the parameters of the
model, the shafting and the plant, but there's
a lot more scope when it comes to the servo.
Favourite locations are below an adjacent
toolbox, water tank or, as is the case with the
Borkum, hidden below the convenient box
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“The engine position will likely be
determined by the parameters of
the model, but there’s a lot more
scope when it comes to the servo

and you are going to have to decide
where you want it to go. To help
with this, there are a couple of very
important considerations...”

located in front of the steering wheel, but you
are going to have to decide where you want
your servo to go. To help with this, there are a
couple of very important considerations...
Firstly, if you place two coins on a flat
surface on the desk in front of you and
imagine that one of the coins represents
the arc of movement of the engine control
valve handle and the other represents the
movement of the servo arm, then the two
coins are said to be “In the same plane”
(see Photo 1.). This is ideally how you want
your arrangement fo be. Tilt either coin to
any other angle and they are no longer in
the same plane (see Photo 2). If, however,
you filt the coins together, they remain in the
same plane (see Photo 3). If you create a
mechanism with the two arms in different
planes you could well end up with sticky
and unreliable movement and, very likely,
leakages as the linkage tries to lift the control
valve disc away from its contact surface. As
we're starting from scratch, we're going to try
to achieve the ideal situation. If you now lay
any form of straight rod across the edge of
the two coins, you'll create a diagram of the
ideal arrangement we're trying to achieve
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(see Photo 4). If the coins are of different
sizes you can still lay the rod across them at
the same distance from the centres of the
coins, so that movement by any number of
degrees of one coin will correspond to the
same movement of the other. You can play
around with the coins and the rod to get a
feel for the relationship between them; this
will help you visualise how you want the servo
and the control valve to be arranged in your
model. Just by doing this, you will be able to
see one or two workable options for what you
are trying to achieve:

1) The servo arm and the control valve lever
should be in the same plane; this means that
they should be af the same height and not at
any angle to each other.

2) The position of the servo body is not
important; the location of the servo spindle is
everything. Life is so much easier if thisis in
line with the control valve centre of rotation,
either longitudinally or transversely.

Installation

Having got our heads around what we want
to achieve, we can go ahead and fit the
engine and the servo. The correct servo
location will ensure that the cable run is
hidden but easy to access for future removal,
the arm is accessible for adjustment — so
almost certainly on the top, and the servo
bearers are supported at either end for
rigidity. As mentfioned, the location of the
servo spindle should be either perpendicular
or in line with the control valve centre and the
arm should be in the same plane. With all that
sorted and fixed in place, we can have a go at
setting up the arrangement. Most oscillating
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ABOVE: Two coins can be used to represent the arcs of
movement of the servo arm and the control valve arm; these
are said to be in the same plane when sat flat on a common
flat surface, such as this piece of picture glass.

} TD_
. B

ABOVE: If either of these coins become positioned at an
angle, no matter how small, to the other, or be offset by any
amount, then they are no longer in the same plane.

ABOVE: If, however, you change the angle of their common base by tilting it,
then the coins (or arms) remain in the same plane, albeit now a different one!

BELOW: Simply placing a linkage across the coins helps us to visualise the
relationship of the two arms in your plant (think of one coin as the servo arm,
and the other as the control valve arm).

engines you'll come across nowadays will
have the control valve on top of the engine
(see Photo 5); however, you may also come
across an engine with it mounted vertically
either in line or perpendicular to the engine
(see Photos 6 and 7). At the end of the day,
though, all of the above considerations still apply.

Steam basics Pt.112
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ABOVE: A common location for a control valve is simply sat on top of the engine. The old Cheddar engines
used this arrangement, as does this Miniature Steam Models Clyde engine.

ABOVE: Some manufacturers use a separate control valve mounted vertically and in line with the engine,
such as this Hemmens Richmond twin oscillator. BELOW: Another example of a vertically mounted valve in
line with the engine can be found in this Monahan engine. Although it's a valve-operated engine as opposed
to an oscillator, the control valve works in the same way and requires the same considerations.
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The ports in the body simply connect the cylinders to either inlet of the exhaust lines by means of the machined grooves in the
valve disc. Everything about the two planes is perfectly symmetrical, so any one of four positions will operate the engine.

Setting up the engine

The control valve consists of a main body
with four holes drilled, equally spaced, info it,
around a central pivot. Each of these holes is
connected internally by drillings to either of
the two cylinder spaces, be it above or below
the piston. These ports are then effectively
linked by the curved grooves cut into the face
of the rotating disc, which will then connect
the holes together in one of four different ways
(see Photo 8). As you can see, the grooves
and ports are symmetrical, so the valve will
work in any one of four positions. The first part
of the process is to set up the engine control

valve position. To do this, | would connect a
compressed air line to the steam inlet pipe and
turn on alow air pressure. Depending on your
engine and its state of running in, you should
be fine with 5 to 10 psi. With the air on, you
can then rotate the disc of the control valve
through 360 degrees and continue. You will see
the engine stop, start and reverse as you rotate
(see Photo 9). If you don't, give it a little more
air. If after this you still don't, stop the process
and find out what’s wrong with the engine!

As you rotate the disc and watch the
behaviour of the engine you should be able
to identify four separate points at which the

Applying low pressure air and rotating the valve will identify the four positions of the valve and where you
will find a neutral position, usually in line and perpendicular to the crankshaft. Either side of the neutral,
the engine will rotate in opposite directions.
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engine stops, but it rotates one way on one
side of this point and in the opposite direction
on the other side. These are the four neutral
points, spaced at 90-degree infervals, with
ahead and astern either side of these points.
You now need to identify, by the position of the
arm, which of these four positions best suits
your installation. Some valves have a single
arm, and some have a couple of arms, but you
will usually find that there is a neutral position
with an arm facing forwards, backwards, port
and starboard. When you have selected the
position of the arm that suits the location of
your servo, then leave the valve in that neutral
position (see Photo 10). Make a final check to
ensure the engine moves one way when you
rotate clockwise from this point and the other
way when you rotate anti-clockwise.

Setting up the servo

Now we need to turn our attentions to the
servo... Your transmitter should be configured
so that your throttle lever springs o the centre
and moves upwards and downwards from
this neutral position. It doesnt matter which
stick you want to use as a throttle, but up and
down is usually the more intuitive, and spring
fo centre is, fo my mind, the safer option. Some
prefer not fo have it sprung and | certainly
won't bother arguing, but my fransmitters alll
spring fo centre on the throfttle lever.

¥ / ]
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“With the servo in neutral, you
need to look at the servo arm. You

may need to make adjustments...”

Now we can turn the transmitter on.
The throttle servo in your model should be
connected fo the appropriate channel in your
receiver. If it is, your servo will automatically
go fo its centre position. Moving your throttle
stick up and down should see the servo
arm rotate one way and then the other way
around the neutral position. With the servo
in neutral, you need to look at the servo arm.
You may need to make adjustments, so the
servo arm is in a parallel position to the arm of
the control valve. In order to do this, unscrew
the arm and lift it off before locating it on the
spline closest to parallel; if it's out by a couple
of degrees, don't worry.

So, now we have the servo arm and the
engine control arm both in the neutral position.

Connecting

The final part of the installation is connecting
them fogether. Some modellers use simple
bent rods and some use a combination of
bits and pieces from any one of a number of
radio control gear suppliers. | think the best
option is to use 2mm threaded rod with a
metal threaded clevis on the end. You can
buy these from most radio control suppliers,
and, for complete flexibility, a 2mm die nut is
invaluable (see Photo 11). The rod can be
bent at one end to fit one arm and the clevis
screwed to the other end to give a perfect fit.
I have seen a clevis used on both ends but
adjustment tends to be easier with one end
fixed. The rod should be approximately the
same distance from the point of rotation of
both arms; you can, however, play around a
littfle with increasing or decreasing the throw
by varying this distance. Playing with the
coins will help here but, basically, locating the
rod closer to the servo spindle will decrease
the throw at the control valve, while moving
it further away will increase the throw of the
valve. The opposite effect will be seen with
the control valve operating arm. A great
advantage of the clevis arrangement, apart
from adjustment, is the fact that the rod can
be disconnected in seconds, making for easy
and convenient removal of the steam plant.

Finally...

With the two arms now connected you should
see a movement of the throttle lever on the
transmitter correspond to a similar movement
of the control valve in one direction, while a
movement of the throttle lever in the opposite
direction should move the control valve in

the same way. Now you can increase the

air to the engine, and you should be able to
control the engine fully in direction and speed
from your throttle lever. If the engine does

not drive the model straight ahead when you
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push the stick forwards, as most modellers
would prefer, then simply reverse the channel
operation in your transmitter.

Hopefully this might have helped one or two
of you see just what the potential challenges
with servo operation of a control valve might
be. In summing up, remember, no matter
what the orientation of the valve, the same
considerations apply: keep the two arms in
the same plane for a reliable, smooth and
long-lasting operation. @

RIGHT: Although there are two arms on this valve, with the
valve in one of the neutral positions the arm on the right
is on the centre line so would connect up neatly to a servo
placed on either side of the engine.

BELOW: 2mm threaded rod is neat, flexible and a very convenient
means of connecting the valve to the servo arm. Disconnecting
the clevis and rotating through 180 degrees gives you half the
thread pitch as a fine adjustment, which is 0.2mm!

A neat and tidy arrangement, easy to adjust and consistent in operation: the linkage has been controlling this engine for around
15 years now; it still doesn't leak and continues to perform smoothly and reliably.

www.modelboats.co.uk 51




Warship Scale - Part 21 ‘ =

 Soobrazitelnyy-

Russian Corvette

Dave Wooley continues his 1:72 scale build of the
Russian multi-purpose Soobrazitelnyy corvette... Flight deck aperations on Soabrazitelnyy

“A project like this is where an air-
brush really comes into its own”

interior, completing the crew boat and RHIB

[Rigid Hulled Inflatable Boat], airbrushing
with the use of a spray booth and adding a 3D
nameplate. | will also be flagging up the launch
of along-awaited F14 look-alike...

This month we shall be finishing the hangar

Completing the hangar

In the February 2020 issue | discussed the
construction of the hangar on the premise that
it was to be fitted with internal lighting. This
made the job of installing various parts of the
superstructures more problematic, not just

in terms of painting, fitting of wiring, etc, but
also when it came to securing the roof. As a
reminder, included here is a shot of the interior
of the hangar space prior fo painting, with 90%
of the fittings in place (see Photo 1). As can

be seen in the header, the roof of the hangar

is far from being an open space. Included is a
windsock, communication aerials, compass
repeater, Sat Nav dome and trunking, all fitted
aft of the comms mast (see Photo 2).

Photo I: The hangar's interior prior to airbrushing. Photo 2: A number of the fittings on the hangar roof, one being a windsock
mounting (see the introductory photo).

Airbrushing the
hangar’s interior

A project like this is where an airbrush really
comes info its own. Close to the inner roof space
on Soobrazitelnyy there is a sprinkler system,
frunking, plus an assortment of pipes and
cabling. Given that the fop and bottom are that
stage of the build still open, all that's required is
fo select the area for painting and all the nooks
and corners in the deck head space are easily
accessible from above. As you'll notice, the
hangar space, unlike that on the likes of the Type
45, is cramped; the KA27 helicopter only just
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fits. Fortunately, however, unlike when painting
manually, you're not going fo come into direct
contact with any of the rather more delicate
fittings and your airbrush can be directed either
from above or below.

The upper area halfway up the side walls
of the hangar should be coated in Tamiya
acrylic flat white, while the lower sides of the
hangar need coasting in Sovereign enamel
matt Russian Northern Fleet Grey, the same
colour that will be used for the overall finish
(see Photo 3). Certain fittings, such as the
two foam monitors, will need to singled out
and painted in red.

Interior lighting

You will need some white LEDs to illuminate
the hangar: two x 3.3v warm white LEDs are
required fo fit within the roof space, while at
the extreme end of the hangar opt for a single
yellow 2.4v LED coupled to a variable Voltage
Regulator, or VR. The latter will also require a
resistor. As the LEDs are to be fixed and so will
become inaccessible as the build progresses,
it's essential you're 100% sure they're actually
working. For this purpose, | find an LED tester
a very useful piece of kit (See Photo 4).

When viewed from the exterior, the hangar
ventilation grilles appear as a dark space
along the frunking so, using visual licence, a
black trim line at just the right width needs
to be slotted into place (see Photo 5). You
will see in my photograph how, when all the
jobs that need to be done are complete, the
lighting is tracked and distributed. To alleviate
any doubts about whether you've over done
the lighting, fest first to ensure you have in
fact goft it right (see Photo 6). Once convinced
allis well, the top of the hangar can be fixed
into place and the hangar module returned
to the superstructure. Next, connect up the
12volt 7.2AH supply via the VRs. We now have
an illuminated hangar space and with the
upper side walls and roof space painted white
as per the full size vessel the results are quite
satisfying (see Photo 7).

Model Boats Dec 2020/jan 2021

Warship Scale - Part 21

“What’s important when
painting is not just properly
masking off but knowing how
to achieve the best results”

Photo 3: When you're preparing to airbrush the interior of
the hangar, having access through the roof space and floor
makes masking off and painting so much easier .

Photo 4: Prior to installation of LED lighting, each of the LEDs
need to be tested .

Photo 5: Having airbrushed the interior of the hangar, the vents along the length of the trunking on both sides need to be
covered with black trim line. Photo 6: The positioning of the LEDs is more for effect than accuracy. Photo 7: Once installed,
the LED lighting to the hangar looks both effective and satisfying.

Charging socket

Airbrushing the hull
and superstructure

As shown in previous builds, what's important
when painting is not just properly masking off
but knowing how to achieve the best results.
As illustrated in last month’s instalment, the
grey Halfords acrylic primer coat | applied to
the hull was left untfouched for several weeks.
If you have followed my lead, you can now
apply enamel paint in the form of Sovereign
Hobbies’ (previously White Ensign) Russian
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Northern Fleet Grey above the water and
Russian Deck Red (from the same supplier) to
part of the deck surfaces. You will find that for
the underside (anti-foul), No. 73 in the Humbrol
range is almost the perfect shade.

For those of you that haven't followed
previous builds, my choice when it comes to the
application of these finishing coats is an Iwata
Neo TRN2 trigger grip, mostly for the larger
areas, and a Sparmax Max 4 gravity feed for the
fittings, combined with the Iwata Smart Jet Pluss
compressor (see Photo 8). These are excellent
airbrushes but, like all precision pieces of
equipment, they need to be treated with respect.
All of this will be explained in detail in a future

Photo 8: Dave's compressor of choice. Guess where the air
reservoir is? Right first time; it’s in the handle.

article, which will be dedicated purely to the
various types of airbrushes, compressors, paints
and materials used in preparation and finishing.

Taking advantage of some reasonable
spells of settled weather (good temperatures
and no wind), the majority of the spray
painting | undertook was conducted outdoors.
| think it's important to point out, however, that
should you opt to airbrush al fresco, this does
not preclude the need for a face mask.

Prior to airbrushing, your hull will need fo be
placed on a level surface. A set square with a
pencil attached at a right angle can be used
to mark the position of the waterline along the
entire length of the hull. You can then apply a

ey =

3 L, L strip of Tamiya Low Tak that corresponds to
Photo 9: When preparing to airbrush, masking off properly is very important aspect of achieving a good clean finish. your markings — just make sure you thumb
the tape to ensure no seepage of paint.

Humbrol 73 anti-foul The hull below the waterline will need to be
covered over while the exposed upper half is

airbrushed in Northern Fleet Grey.

Once perfectly dry, use Low Tak to tape
a band along where the waterline sits and
paint this in. Again, wait until your paint is dry
before masking over this, again with Low Tak
tape. A further covering of some sort (I use old
newspaper) will be needed on the surfaces
above the waterline, using standard masking
tape applied over the Tamiya Low Tak. The
rational here is fo avoid the masking tape pitting
any part of the finished surface (see Photo 9).

Using a frigger grip airbrush, a mix of 25%
thinners (white spirit) and Humbrol No.73 should
A z % be evenly applied o the underside of the hull.
o ' : - s The pick-up time when airbrushing outdoors
in reasonable temperatures enables a second
coat to be applied within the same spray period.
| wasn't quite satisfied with my first application,
so when this coat was firmly set the surface was
rubbed down with a 6000-grade pad (available
from Albion Alloys) and a further coat applied
(see Photo 10). You will need fo allow about two
hours (for enamel paint) drying time. After this,
gently remove your covering, followed by the
Low Tak tape. It's preferable for the latter to be
removed in a slightly downwards direction, away
from the joint (see Photo 11). Provided you have
prepped and masked properly, the finished
result should be very pleasing (see Photo 12).

Photo 10: Humbrof's Matt No. 73 Wine Red proves perfect for the anti-foul coat. Photo LI llustrated here is the method Dave uses for
removing the Low Tak tape along the length of a freshly air brushed surface. Photo 12: The anti-foul and white boot topping completed.
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a way that the deck and cab can be easily
separated from the hull; the reason being that
the upper part of the boat is to be finished in
matt white, while the hullis to be painted blue
and being able to separate along a given

line negates the need for masking off the
divide. Your hull will need fo be airbrushed in
Tamiya acrylic matt blue FX8 (see Photo 13),
while most of the cab and deck will require
Tamiya acrylic matt white. You'll need grey
for the detachable cab floor, and the door,
which you'll fit later, along with the steering
wheel are fo be painted in a light brown.
Alternatively, of course, you could opt for a
stainless steel or chrome finish. | used an
aluminium shade for the surrounding rails
(see Photo 14), but | think they may well be
stainless steel, so the choice is yours.

Painting the RHIB

First, the floor space should receive a coat

of RNF grey. Next, the collar will need to be
airbrushed in Revell's No. 69 Dark Blue (see
photo 15), and the inboard/outboard drive all
in matt black (see Photos 16-17). Once the
former is completely dry, the latter needs to
be masked off to create a double white stripe
along the side and bow portion of the collar
(see Photo 18). Following this, all of the upper
surface needs to be masked off so that the

Photo 16: The inboard outboard drive unit, as fitted to the underside (hull) can be airbrushed in Tamiya's

RHIB on Dave's Soobrazitelnyy build. XF9 Matt Red Brown, or, alternatively, Revell's
Matt No. 37). Once your underside has been

Photo 17: The construction of the inboard outboard drive painted, work on fitting out can commence.

unit For the record, Dave
changed the propeller he  vemm—"v—y =
fitted to a three blade, -9

rather than the four blade _ -
shown here.

Photo 18: Use Low Tak for
masking off when forming
the duel stripes along the
length of the collar.

Airbrushing the Crew Boat
and RHIB

In the October 2020 instalment, | covered
the construction of both the crew boat (an
enclosed power boat) and the RHIB. We
now move on to finishing both of these. As
mentioned, the Crew Boat is built in such
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This involves the crew and helm seating,
glazing of the cab and, finally, giving the
various rails a chromium effect (see Photo 19).

At this point in my build, | took a visit to my
local lake just to see if the RHIB would actually
float and, of course, to take advantage of a
picture opportunity (see Photo 20).

Preparing the flight deck
landing spot

As mentioned in a previous issue, the
landing spot on the flight deck needs to be
surrounded by a bumper bar arrangement.
Each length of bar requires a series of semi-
circular supports mounted on a square plate.
The landing spot itself and frack way into
the hangar should be painted, just like the
rest of the Soobrazitelnyy, in matt Russian
Northern Fleet Grey, with the remainder of

Photo 19: Dave's competed RHIB.

Photo 20: Just for fun, Dave conducted a float testing on his local
model boating lake.

Photo 21 The masking off and painting of the bumper bar supports.

Photo 22: Remember, when removing the Low Tak tape, peel
backwards and sideways.
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“Providing you’ve followed these
instructions everything should look
splendidly neat”

the surrounding area in matt enamel Russian
Deck Red (available from Sovereign Hobbies).
For the semi -circular supports, however,
you'll require Humbrol matt white. Just how
do you successfully paint these whilst in

situ? Well, the solution | came up with was

to carefully apply Tamiya Low Tak around
each support. Trust me, it's not as difficult

as it sounds, just rather fime consuming.

The masking must be cut precisely fo size

to fit between each support and, unlike the

Warship Scale - Part 21

rest of the painted surfaces, each support
will need to be individually brush painted.

Photo 23: Carefully remove all the centre masking tape. Photo 24: Gently peel back the flight deck covering.
Photo 25: By following his instructions, hopefully you will achieve the same satisfying result as Dave.
Photo 26: The black and white bumper bar that surrounds the flight deck.
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RERRE

After patiently waiting until your paint is dry,
carefully remove the Low Tak tape. Provided
you've followed these instructions everything
should look splendidly neat (see Photos 21-
25). All that is now required to complete the
process is to prepare your bumper bars in a
black and white pattern, as illustrated in this
feature, along with a view of the hangar crew
boat and RHIB (see photo 26).

Fittings, preparation and the
spray booth

As explained, having faken advantage of
some settled weather, much of my airbrushing
was undertaken outdoors. There remained,
however, many smaller fittings that required
finishing. My thoughts, therefore, began

to centre on preparing for a time when all
subsequent spray painting would need fo be
carried out within the confines of my garden
shed. Although | have a suitable mask, it's very
bulky and not at all comfortable, so the solution
was to equip myself with a spray booth.

From regular visits to Telford IPMS Scale
Model World, I had a fair idea as to the type of
spray booth | required. Thus, given the present
circumstances and the knowledge of what
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Warship Scale - Part 21
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Exhaust Fume
Extragtion pipe

Photo 27: A fold away spray booth, with a 412mm wide opening to a depth of 360mm and a height (frontage) 412mm. Photo 28: On this occasion, Dave had no need to make use of the excellent
flexible extension. Photo 29: OK, so you can't fit a large-scale hull into one of these portable spray booths, but the space is more than adequate for the superstructures, as demonstrated to good

effect here. Photo 30: Soobrazitelnyy’s ostentatious Cyrillic nameplate. Photo 31 The 3D-generated Cyrillic nameplate Dave created for his model.

was on offer, a visit to Amazon was in order. The
booth | chose came equipped with a fold away
spray areaq, furntable, filter, electric extractor fan,
1.7m of expandable hose, fitting accessories
and LED lighting (see Photo 27) and at £69 | felt
this represented very good value for money. For
me, all that was required was to form a suitable
opening in the rear wall of the shed and feed the
exhaust directly through to outside (see Photo
28). 1 was now ready for some indoor airbrushing
(see Photos 29-30).

3D nameplate

The Russian Navy tend to be rather overt when
it comes to nameplates. For example, that

fitted to the stern quarter of the Soobrazitelnyy
features an imposing stretch of Cyrillic scripf,
with the lettering embossed in a gold colour (see
Photo 31). Some thought was therefore given
to how best to reproduce that effect. Thanks to
Mark Hawkins/Shapeways, the answer was 3D
prinfing and illustrated here is the result. All that's
now required is o hand paint the lettering — as
they say, watch this space!

Carson Reflex Stick Multi Pro
14- Channel R/C for boats

Last month | made mention of my vintage
F14 being converted to operate at 2.4GHz. At
that point | was unaware, however, that the
German manufacturer Carson was about to
introduce a multi-channel R/C that's ideal for
R/C boats. Having now seen this advertised,

I note that, as well as the huge advantage

of 14-channels, it comes complete with

all the channel switches — an extra on the
much older but similarly configured F14.

So, at £109.30, | think this unit is bound to
prove a very welcome addition for R/C boat
modellers, especially those with an interest in
multi-functional operation. ®
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Photo 32: A step in the right direction, at last R/C gear for multi-functional scale model boats by Carson.

Points of reference for research purposes

Severnnaya Verf, St Petersburg, Russia.
Almaz Central Marine Design Bureau, Project 80382 Tiger, Official Images

Acknowledgement and thanks to...

Mark Findler, for the use of his images of the Soobrazitelnyy .
Kurt Grainer Warships Underway USA
Peter Brown, former naval architect at Vosper Thornycroft, for his help and assistance.

Sourcing of parts and materials

The GRP hull: Fleetscale (www.fleetscale.com)

Tubes, rods, wire, etc: Albion Alloys Lithoplate (www.albionhobbies.com/)

The preparation of the etched fret.: Anthony Horabin

The 3D nameplate: Mark Hawkins/Shapeways (www.shapeways.com/shops/3dboats)
Carson Reflex Stick Multi Pro 14- Channel R/C: Carson R/C (www.carson-modelsport.de)
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Memory Lane

ABOVE: The Staveley-4 transmitter with American Kraft sticks
in its most expensive guise was the last British analogue ful
house proportional to resist the digital takeover.

were seriously expensive gifts, many a

modeller would have been more than
pleased (ecstatic even, if poor like mel) to
find a brand new 4-channel proportional
ouftfit (of any sort) under the family Christmas
tree, and this partficular and most attractive
of offerings would very likely have filled its
lucky recipients with joy...

Bock in the 1970s, when British R/C sets

New kid on the block

Staveley Industries Ltd was an established
manufacturer of industrial electronic systems
and a large engineering concern that decided
fo dip a — possibly hesitant and, as things
were to turn out, ill advised — toe into the R/C
and model market.

The designer of this radio was a Staveley
staff engineer called Mike Dench, working
under the management of a chap called

BELOW & RIGHT: The Staverely analogue 4-channel receiver pack: note the British servos.

More expensive versions had the Kraft KPS10 as an option.

David J. Wiggins reflects on a pretty, if imperfect,
present from Christmas past

Des Jones and this month'’s 4-channel radio
was the very top of the first Staveley R/C line,
being offered with American designed and
built Kraft-Hayes sticks and with Kraft KPS10
rotary servo mechanisms, both sourced
from world leader Kraft Systems of Vista
Cadlifornia. An alternative and less costly
servo mechanism, sourced from another
American manufacturer, Controlaire, was
offered, as were various less expensive
versions of the design: plainer looking 2- and
3-channel ouftfits for boats or gliders, using
British sourced sticks and servos. The outfit
I have, and show here, is indeed a touch
later, being supplied with low cost British
made Macgregor servo mechanisms but
retaining the top end Kraft Hayes sticks in
the fransmitter.

Staveley goft off fo an uncertain start by
surprisingly marketing an analogue design
with a maximum of 4-channels at a time when

www.modelboats.co.uk
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“Despite launching its new
enterprise with a large
scale magazine advertising
campaign and much energetic
‘promotion’ featuring
attractive ‘model girls’,
Staveley Industries’ hasty
approach soon proved wrong”

the R/C world was already firmly digital and
5- or 6-channel sets were commonplace.
This suggests o me that the firm’s managers
had not researched the R/C business at all
well. It's equally possible, however, that the
company decided to adapt a 4-channel
analogue circuit it already had (for machine
tool control) by simply re-casing the design
for the R/C market, thereby saving itself huge
research and developments costs. Indeed,
this scenario seems highly probable, as
Staverley clearly imported sticks and servos
from Kraft in the States in order fo break into
the model market very quickly.

The ‘Spreng Era’

Despite launching its new enterprise with a
large scale magazine advertising campaign
and much energetic ‘promotion’ featuring
attractive ‘model girls) Staveley Industries’
hasty approach soon proved wrong. The UK
market, aside from some limited success in
the North of England, largely ignored these
aftractive, green cased analogues. In a bid
to rectify the situation, the firm, therefore,
decided to call in an experienced ‘digital’
radio designer from California (then the
hothouse of cutting edge electronic design), in
the well regarded form of Mr Doug’ Spreng.

ON/OFF SWITCH
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Like most early digitals, the Staveley had early button cell NiCads fitted.

ANTENNA

One of the most influential radio control
designers in Southern California, c.1970
or so, Doug Spreng’s first attempt at a
‘digital’ based proportional design was the
‘Digicon’. This hand built and limited sale
piece of equipment was (along with the
F&M Digital-5, Bonner ‘Digimite’ and the
first Kraft designed by Jerry Pullen — easily
the most successful of the trio) one of
the very first wave of PPM (Pulse Position
Modulation), circuits offered for sale.

Once Doug set foot in England his first work
was for Harry Brooks in Portslade, Brighton.
The resulting radio was the start of the Spreng-
Brook line, which quickly became one of Britain's
best-selling R/C ranges of the era. 'millustrating
the only early Spreng-Brook example in my
collection here: a 4-channel set, dimed at club
fliers, pylon racers and the better off model
boaters. This was a simplified and reduced price
model, with British sticks fo replace the American
Micro-Avionics” hardware used on Spreng-
Brooks'’ first 6-channel set. Like the first, it was
enthusiastically received by the British modeller.

Together, Staverley Industries and Doug
Spreng started again, with an all new black
cased set that they called the ‘Silver Star”.
The new set, pretty much born out of panic,
was, | always thought, a rather strange
creation, in that Staveley had expressly
employed an American engineer to design
a modern ‘American Style’ digital but then
chose to use indifferent British sticks and
servos of a not particular posh type to
keep the price competitive. Perhaps not
surprisingly, it bombed.

Professing not fo like cold old
England after all, Mr Spreng,
promptly flew home to sunny
California, where he had
extensive links throughout the
US R/C industries; as well as the

n? w
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Memory Lane

accomplishments noted above, he'd also
produced Micro-Avionics' first digital, a
successful 5-channel set. On return to the
States, he became Phil Krafts’ leading R/C
design engineer and Kraft Systems went on
to become the world’s leading manufacturer
in this field.

No ugly duckling
Back here in good old Blighty, however,
neither the analogue nor digital Staveley
radios were manufactured for much longer
before the entire R/C division was sold off
to a company called Swan in Buckingham.
In my opinion, however, there’s no
denying how aesthetically attractive
the first Staverley radio, with its winning
combination of a green vinyl alloy case,
red badge, pair of polished chromium Kraft
sticks and a chromed handle that positively
gleams when carefully looked after, was.
Whoever did the cosmetic presentation at
Staveley clearly knew their stuff because,
its outdated technology aside, it's a vintage
radio that still has huge visual appeal.

Back to the future...

Finally, as this is the last instalment in the
Memory Lane series for 2020 (I'll be back in
2021)), let me take this opportunity to wish you
all a very merry Christmas and a successful,
happy and healthy New Year. @

¥ RAET KPS 10 5E avo

MAINS INPUT
SOCKET



Crow’s nest

Despite some minor damaged acknowledged
in the catalogue, this job lot of 11200

scale merchant ships by Bassett-Lowke,
including, the Queen Mary, Orcades, Orion,
SS Leviathan, Prance, Carnarvon Castle and
another unnamed, more than doubled the

A " c t I o n N top end of estimate when the gavel fell,

Whether you're wondering if you've got cash in the attic,
in the market for adding to your collection or perhaps
simply fancy taking a little trip down memory lane, enjoy!

SPLASHING THE CASH AT SAS

This month we thought it would be interesting to share some of the prices realised during the
pre-lockdown (October 27/28) two-day Toys for the Collector sale held by Special Auction
Services (www.specialauctionservices.com) in its Berkshire showroom...

(
"% irw

DRUNKEN SR

This rare pre-war Kuramochi (C.K., Japan) tinplate
Whiz Power Boat, complete with flag, figures,
burner and funnel, all in the original box with
original paper wrapping, was snapped up for
slightly less than the £500~£700 anticipated. '

S ——

s Py

SOLD FoR)
£480

Despite catalogued as ‘untested , this 19605 nautically
themed, ‘What shall we do with a drunken sailor?’ playing,
produced for a pier, amusement arcade machine more than
doubled the top end of its £100-£200 catalogue estimate.

Despite a little corrosion and wear to the grey upper body, this early example of Sutcliffe’s tinplate, clockwork
Grenville Destroyer, offered along with its original box, made light work of its £120-£140 catalogue estimate.
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Crow’s nest

BELOW: Offered in lovely condition was this large scratch-built static model of Dublin
passenger ferry the ‘Connemara’, constructed by Richard Adshead to commission

SOLD FOR

(in fibreglass, with wood and metal detailing).

£200

ABOVE: We think whoever snapped up 3 | . B4 i o L e R

this unmade (and although not checked Wiy m

appearing to be complete) Billing Boats -:&m ! \ E !_-JIM m l

White Star 570 Model Boat Kit in its original = = = =

box, carrying a £40-£60 estimate, got
themselves a bit of a bargain.

BELOW: Offered as a job lot were these
Sutcliffe Mettoy and VIP plastic and tinplate
pond boats, a Mettoy tinplate battery
operated Cabin Cruiser, a VIP Vosper RAF
Crash Tender, a Sutcliffe Kestrel Cruiser

and a Benson King plastic battleship, all

in original boxes, together with unboxed
Sutcliffe Submarine.

RIGHT: Offered as a pair were these two white == |
metal 11250 scale models of the Queen Mary If ' ‘ '
and Queen Flizabeth Il from the Famous Liners

range by Classic Ship Models. With no apparent |~ ‘_m

damage and their boxes being in ‘Good-Excellent’ . 2

condition, these beauties
cruised comfortably past
their £100-£120 estimate.

BELOW: Listed as ‘untested’ and offered minus its original packaging was this
charming Hornby clockwork Racer 111, which,

original ads boasted could/can(?) travel 500ft s o L D Fo R
on one winding. £ 5 o

* Miride?ezne:

ABOVE: With the deck lacking its cover and a missing propeller, no doubt this
wooden Bassett-Lowke electric powered launch, ‘Madeleine’, was bought by
the winning bidder as a restoration project.

RIGHT: Offered complete with its original clockwork key, this well preserved

19305 tinplate warship from German manufacturer K. Arnold & Co.
was snapped up for £10 shy of the lower end of its £100-£150 estimate.
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Get onboard!

What's Your Story?

Trryrrinny

Our Ed, Lindsey Amrani, provides some (hopefully, helpful) feature writing guidelines...

included in Model Boats has been a hot

fopic on the Letters pages this month.
Unlike mainstream magazines, however,
specialist hobby titles rely heavily on those
actively involved in the communities they
serve rather than on professional freelance
journalists (who are far less likely to have any
hands-on experience). This, therefore, is my
appeal for more of you to get involved and
help keep Model Boats afloat.

If you're thinking “I wouldn't even know
where to start” or perhaps you've submitted
articles in the past that haven't been accepted
for publication and you're still wondering
why, then hopefully the guidelines that follow
will answer some of your questions and
encourage you to take the plunge - either that
or they'll see you running for the hills!

Seriously, though, it's not nearly as
daunting as it sounds and, whether you're
a seasoned modeller or a complete novice,
at the end of the day your stories are what
Model Boats is all about.

The balance and variety of features

You will need to consider
the point of your article —
which once you’re clear
about you should be able to
sum up in just a sentence
or two. Remember, what the
reader is going to get out
of the finished piece is of
paramount importance”

64

“Please bear in mind that the
tone taken in a magazine article
should be very different to that
used in a reference book or
instruction manual”

Before putting fingers
to keyboard...

® Having decided on your subject, you will
need to consider the point of your article —
which once you're clear about you should be
able to sum up in just a sentence or two.

® Remember, what the reader is going to
get out of the finished piece is of paramount
importance. | don't know about you but if |
commit to reading an article | want fo, say,
be inspired, learn something | didn't already
know, be made to look at a subject in a new
light, have my existing opinion on a subject or
way of doing things challenged, or perhaps
simply have my nostalgia button triggered.

® In ahobby as diverse as this, you can
never please all of the people all of the time
(as the correspondence regarding balance
of content in the Letters pages this month
clearly highlights). So, from an editor’s point of
view, the broader the appeal of your feature
the more attractive it will be. Think: “How to...”,

“Xxxx simplified”, “The do’s and don'ts of...", efc.

e Niche inferest subjects can, of course, be
fascinating, but you will need to convince
readers, right from the off, that it's worth their
while learning more about a subject that may

www.modelboats.co.uk

currently be outside the scope of their particular
inferest. This is particularly something fo bear

in mind if you decide to adopt the step by step
guide to a specific build approach. It's very
important that this format is not used simply to
showcase your own talents but rather to share
lessons learnt, divulge useful hints and tips
(especially when it comes fo fransferable skills
and fechniques — as the number of readers
looking to embark on the same, or a very similar,
build is likely o be pretty limited) and to offer
general good practice advice.

Style and structure

o A feature writer is basically a storyteller,
so use your headline, standfirst (the brief
introductory summary that appears
immediately after the headline) and very
first paragraph to intrigue and engage.
Think: “You had me at hello!".

@ Please bear in mind that the tone taken
in a magazine article should be very
different to that used in a reference book or
instruction manual. Inform by all means, but
also entertain by injecting some of your own
personality, anecdotes, opinions, turns of
phrase, etc, along the way. My advice here
would be to imagine you are simply chatting
with the reader over a pint or a cuppa.

® Be conscious of the fact that you're not just
writing for those with years of experience but
also for those completely new fo the hobby. This
doesn't mean you have to dumb things down,
just be very careful not to assume knowledge;

a brief explanation of any technical terms,
fechniques, acronymes, efc, will prove incredibly
helpful to novices.

Model Boats Dec 2020/jan 2021



“When we’re passionate about a subject a subject, it’s
easy to get carried away. So, remember you’re writing a
magazine article, not War and Peace!”

@ Don't use long, over complicated
sentences. Try to keep things clear, concise
and easy to follow.

® Break the body copy of your feature into
sections, with several headings, for easy
organisation.

e Stories have endings, so don't forget
that yours needs to come to some sort of
conclusion. Inviting further information,
opinions and questions is also a great way
of generating feedback and getting the
community talking.

Word count

® When we're passionate about a subject,
it's easy to get carried away. So, remember
you're writing a magazine article, not War
and Peace! | would suggest aiming for a
minimum of 1,000 and a maximum of 3,000
words. Personally, I usually struggling with my
first few sentences and then find | have more
rabbit than Sainsbury’s! If you're the same,
then you will need to read back through your
copy and decide how best to cut.

e If your feature genuinely can’t be
condensed down without losing its raison
d'étre, then you will need to find a natural
break and split it info two parts. | appreciate in
the past the magazine has included a number
of long running series devoted to specific
builds but personally, and | know every editor
will have his/her own views on this, it's not
something | feel works in the best interest of
the magazine or the readership.

® Prepare yourself for the fact that, if
accepted, your work is going fo be edited and
is highly unlikely fo be published verbatim.

Images

® To support your feature you will need to
provide high resolution digital images of a size
that will successfully transfer over into print in
JPEG format.

“Do not under any circumstance
submit images you’ve simply
swiped off the internet, scanned
from books, etc”

Model Boats Dec 2020/jan 2021

@ Before submitting images, make sure

the focus is nice and sharp and that the
composition has been well thought out. If
shooting on the water, try fo avoid including
unwanted objects in the background. If
photographing a static model or build
components/R/C equipment/etc, please
shoot against an uncluttered (preferably
smooth, all white) background. Also, make
absolutely sure absolutely everything
pertinent is captured within frame and that
you've not inadvertently cropped off, say, the
tops of masts or far extremities such as the tip
of a model’s bow.

® Please don't supply dozens and dozens

of images. Instead, carefully select the best
shots and/or diagrams needed to illustrate
points made in your feature. That said, when
supplying images of the completed model, it
is always useful from a design perspective to
be sent a choice of port and starboard views.
Our designer will need a good copy to image
ratio to work with. For short (1,000 word)
features, he will be able fo accommodate
approx. 6-8 images, whereas for longer
(2,000-3,000 word) features we're talking
around 15-25 images.

@ Also, as we may just decide to feature
your model as our main cover star, if possible
please include at least one or two front three
quarter portrait shots.

® Supporting images of the full size vessel your
model boat/ship is based on and indeed just
about anything of relevance to your storyline
will help us visually enhance the layout. If,
however, you haven't taken these images
yourself, we'll be unable to use them unless
you can confirm you've obtained the copyright
holder’s express permission to do so (and if a
specifically worded acknowledgement/credit
is required, please advise). Do not under any
circumstance submit images you've simply
swiped off the infernet, scanned from books,
efc. Wikipedia can be a very good source of
photographic material, but do first check that
the image is in the public domain (i.e. where
copyright has expired or never existed in the
first place).

® Please chronologically renumber your
JPEGs to correspond with your individually
numbered captions, i.e. 001.jpg, 002.jpg, etfc.
These should follow the order in which they
need to appear in the feature. Please don't
use your captions as image file names or
include any characters other than the ones
suggested above. Caption fext needs to be
reserved strictly for your captions listing and
never used as image file names.

www.modelboats.co.uk

Get onboard!

Pitch perfect

As writing the copy and shooting the photos
for a feature can be a very fime-consuming
process, and there’s no guarantee of
acceptance, it's always best to pitch ideas
first. When doing so, please send a brief
synopsis of your proposed feature, the first
couple of paragraphs (from which a flavour
of your writing style can be gleaned) and a
couple of sample images for consideration.

Remuneration

If your finished feature is published you will

get paid, but don't get too excited, the fee is
modest, to say the very least! You won't be able
to make a living from becoming a contributor
but, on the upside, you will be able to put a little
in the kitty fowards your next project.

Don’t be shy!

Finally, if you're tempted to try your hand

at feature writing but still have questions or
concerns that I've failed to address here,
please don't hesitate to get in fouch via email
at editor@modelboats.com. If you'd rather
discuss a potential submission in person,
simply include a telephone number in your
email and I'll happily give you a call. @

“It’s always best to pitch
ideas first. When doing so,
please send a brief synopsis
of your proposed feature, the
first couple of paragraphs
(from which a flavour of your
writing style can be gleaned)
and a couple of sample
images for consideration.”

You've Got Mail!

@ Please pitch your feature ideas via email fo

editor@modelboats.com
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Have your say...

Your I.etters

Got views to air or information to share?

Then we want to hear from you!

Letters can either be forwarded via email to editor@modelboats.co.uk
or via post to Readers’ Letters, Models Boats, MyTimeMedia Ltd,
Suite 25, Eden Hse, Enterprise Way, Edenbridge, Kent TN8 6HR.

Everyone’s talking about:
Variety of Content...

Horizon broadening

Firstly, well done for taking on Model Boats! As you are finding, there is
always someone who is unhappy with what you're doing. So here is a
letter from someone who enjoys (nearly) all of the magazine.

You quoted the reader who was upset that 38% of recent pages
have been military-oriented. Like him, | see few warships afloat
compared fo the sport runabouts, fugs, fishing boats and so on, but for
that very reason | welcome the coverage of those in the magazine. | am
less fussed about the boats | see every week (or did until lockdown
Mk 2!) because of how frequently | talk to the builders of those boats.
Also, many modelling techniques are universal, whether you are
building a Bismark or a trawler.

And | welcome the variety of articles, on topics as broad as
photographing your models to the history of model yachts.

| hope everyone realises that you can only print the articles you get,
so if someone wants more tugs, they should get writing!

Keep it up. You are doing just fine and | hope others will also let you
know how much they enjoy the fruits of your labours.

GREG LAMB
EMAIL

Zero interest in naval craft

After reading the November 2020 issue, | felt compelled to send a short
message backing my support for the correspondent’s comments within
your editorial Welcome column.

Having been a subscriber for a short while | have always purchased
either Model Boats or previously the Marine Modelling mag before it
ceased production. This decision was made purely on the content as
I, along with many others, have absolutely no interest in naval craft
whatsoever, so I'm somewhat pleased that this has been raised.

To be brutally honest with you maybe two editions out of twelve
have content that is of interest to me. The UK is an island and relies
on a huge selection of craft, from work boats to the 400m long ultra
large container carriers that are capable of carrying over 25,000
20ft shipping containers. Very little focus is given to the offshore oil
and gas vessels which are serviced from the main fossil fuel ports of
Aberdeen, Peterhead, Montrose, Gt Yarmouth and Lowestoft. These
vessels consist of everything from tugs to standby safety vessels,
specialist jack up crane barges, platform supply ships and anchor
handling vessels.

| think the magazine also needs to reach out to the younger
generation. At my local club, for example, we have a great bunch of
chaps but at 47 I'm the second youngest!

DARREN GREEN
EMAIL
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Crunching the numbers

I read your editorial column in the November 2020 issue with interest and
was very surprised by the claims of the high percentage of pages devoted
to naval ships and boats that had been made by a fellow reader. The
calculation of 38% of pages being devoted to these vessels seemed high
and as | had not been consciously aware that naval craft had hijacked such
alarge proportion of the magazine’s pages, this prompted me fo conduct an
analysis of my own.

I took as my sample the previous nine issues of the magazine, staring in
January 2020 and noting that the June and July issues were not publishing
owing fo the COVID-19 problems. In making an assessment of the number
of effective pages compared to the ‘naval’ pages, | discounted coversin
the page count since every magazine has one and decided the ‘Overlord’
diorama in the April issue should also be omitted as it depicts a subject too
important in history to be simply lumped in as ‘naval’. The Landing Craft
series (run across the August, September and November issues) should
be included as it is not strictly a ‘naval’ craft, but | have included it since
it is definitely not civilian. It is arguable whether the Phalanx CIWS in the
November issue should be included, as it is both a land and naval weapons
system, but | have included that also as it is fitted to warships. HMS London
(Jan 2020) and Victory (March 2020) should, | submit, be discounted as, being
period sailing ships they are a category apart from what might popularly
be understood as modern naval ships. However, in deference to your
correspondent’s claim, | have included them.

Out of a fotal of 668 pages, there were 155 pages of commercial adverts
and 116 pages of naval craft of all types, giving a ratio of nearly 22% naval to
non-naval pages, or 23% if the six pages devoted fo the ‘Overlord’ diorama
areincluded as ‘naval’

Even if, however, one counts just those pages given over to features
(including show reports) but ignores all other pages (Contents; Compass
360; all of Crow’s Nest, advertisements — including Model Boats promotions;
prize draws; Your Models, Letters, etc), then there were 433 pages of ‘pure’
features in the period investigated and the resulting ratio rises to around only
27% of naval fo non-naval pages, or 28% with the inclusion of ‘Overlord’ All of
which are along way from the percentage your correspondent arrived at.

I must here declare an interest in warships myself, as | am a retired Naval
Architect and specialised in warship design and construction. | can, however,
see no evidence of a warship bias in the magazine whatsoever. Quite the
contrary; the magazine of late seems to have become refreshed with lots of
new and innovative articles on all aspects of model boat building, covering a
whole range of ship and boat types, making it interesting and informative for
both skilled and novice modellers alike, and this is very welcome indeed.
PETER BROWN, C. ENG, MRINA
EMAIL

Thank you all so much for this feedback. | genuinely have no bias and am
very much of the opinion that, for the sake of variety and balance, content
should embrace every aspect of the hobby. But, as Greg has so kindly
pointed out, | am reliant on those actively involved in the model boats
community fo submit features for consideration, as professional freelance
Journalists simply don't fend fo have the level of specialist knowledge

or hand’s on experience required. In view of this, I've put fogether some
(hopetully, helpful) feature guidelines (see pages 64-65). Ed

Further info on Phoca  the regrettable closure of this
gallery some years ago all the
models were put into storage
and | don't know how accessible
they now are. | couldn’t find the

ship on the museums website

With reference to the letter from
Richard Clammer regarding
the model of the steam fug
Phoca of 1908 in the November

issue, | am fairly certain that this
model was displayed in the old
maritime gallery of the Science
Museum and that the photo
was faken in situ. Following

but then the number of ship
model photos in ‘collections’ on
the museums website does not
reflect the number of models
they have and used to exhibit.
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Mystery cargo ship

My father has been given a
half finished kit found in a loft.
The fact that the glue has

Model Boats Dec 2020/jan 2021

disintegrated and the timber is
warped would suggest that it's
been up there, simply packed
away, for a significant number
of years. The kit has a motor
and servo, and the plugis of a
type he’s never come across
before. The hull is plastic.
Perhaps one of your readers
can provide details of the
manufacturer, the name of

According fo my 1949
museum catalogue the inventory
number of the model was 1926-
781 and the model had been lent
by the builders.

ALAN LUDBROOK
EMAIL

Thanks so much, Alan. The
information you‘ve provided
may provide Richard with a

the model/ship itself, and any
other relevant information. |
appreciate it's a long shoft, but
here’s hoping...

JO NICHOLSON

EMAIL

/ don’t want fo make any
promises but | reckon you've
come fo the right place! Over fo
you chaps...Ed

reference point, as there's a
free enquiry service that allows
the public to find out more
about items in the Science
Museum Group Collection.
Confact can be made via email
addressed fo smlwroughton@
sciencemuseum.ac.uk
although due fo COVID-19
responses may fake a little
longer. Ed

www.modelboats.co.uk

Have your say...

THE BATTLE oF

THE DENMAHH

T MIALEIS D5 THE BATTLE Ao
THE LSS of WS 400

DANIEL KENOWLES

Battle of the
Denmark Strait

I would like to point out an error in
the review of the book The Battle
of the Denmark Strait by Daniel
Knowles. Hood was indeed a
Battlecruiser and Bismark was
a Battleship, not a “Pocket”
battleship. The expression
“Pocket battleship” was given
to the Graf Spee by the Royal
Navy at the Battle of the River
Plate. Spee was a very heavily
armed cruiser with 6 x 11" guns
compared to the 6 x 8" guns of
Exeter, which was regarded as a
Heavy Cruiser by the RN.

| doubt there will be any
dramatic revelations to be read
in this book as the action has
been well documented. Bismark
was sunk because the 16" shells
of Rodney and 14” shells of KGV
shredded the ship and made her
a virtual colander. She just took
on foo much water through hull
damage. The Germans claimed
they set scuttling charges to sink
her. This was, however, patently
fo save face. Bismark was not a
super ship. She succumbed to
terrible damage because she
was a World War |l ship built from
a World War | design. Exploration
of the wreck has shown the
terrible damage inflicted by
Rodney and KGV. No ship could
have survived that.
ROD ACKERS
PORTSLADE, EAST SUSSEX

Many thanks for setting the

record straight here, Rod.
Much appreciated. Ed
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Have your say...

Sea Commander

Further to John Parker’s
Aerokits feature in the August
2020 issue, | remember, in
around 1962, building a Sea
Commander, as illustrated in

Not just a .
privileged pursvit
Further to the article on the
History of Model Yachts in
last month’s issue, it wasn’t
just members of the leisured
classes who raced model
yachts in the 1880s. It seems
that inshore fishermen and
river pilots raced models on
the sea. Racing seems to
have been organised on an
ad hoc basis. Information
about this pastime is,
therefore, very hard to come
by and this sport seemed to
have died out into 1930s.

If anyone is able to offer
any further information, this
would much appreciated.
MAX COCKETT
EMAIL

Thanks, Max. It would be
fascinating if someone
out there could further
enlighten us! Ed
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the ad included on the first
page of your layout.

The photos | am sending you
here were faken in 1996 at the
family house we grew up in. |
found a couple of boats that | had

of Model Yacrl¥ts

John Porker explores the evolution of these scoled down beauties...

“Mermhers af e idsusrerd ci r i e
it wrdk o Bl crnfins ' slesigmcr chopyle, Wi dosin: wonid e

Kt vl gurated et if e prueluesat winning sbesigm,

¥l i Mo beocs 0 ok

el Baois Mevembor 3970

- T

vy
VERERDY
[ ol |

last fouched in about 1963 on top
of the wardrobe in my old room.
One being the Sea Commander
and the other an unfinished
model of the German warship
Bismark [I think] made from a kit
imported from Germany, possibly
manufactured by Graupner.

Madel Rissing Yauhis
[ressitheee

Su s I CLASS SCALE WOOCL ZACING VACHTR.

sVEREADY

I still have, and also including
photos of, the original Reptone
single channel radio control
from about 1962 made by
George Honest-Redlich in
Sheen Lane, London.

GRAHAM ROGERS
PERTH, WESTERN AUSTRALIA

= i

www.modelboats.co.uk
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All hands on deck!

1 HMS NEWCASTLE

1 | am sending a couple of photos of my 1:96 scale
HMS Newcastle for you to consider for your readers models

—— section, the pictures were taken very early in the morning af
s the Headcorn Model Show in Kent two years ago.
ALAN POOLE

(SECRETARY, MODEL BOAT ASSOCIATION, DOVER)
EMAIL

e

She looks superb, Alan, and [ love how afmospheric
these shofts are — you can actual sense how
still and quiet that morning was! Ed

]

Fs 4
L L
3

Your " =&
Models &=

Whether you're highly skilled and experienced or completely new to the hobby,
you're definitely invited to this launch party! So please keep the contributions
coming by emailing your stories and photos to editor@modelboats.co.uk

WHITE MARLIN Air Show for £10 each. They are
| thought you might like to see paired with two of Hobbyking's

the White Marlin | built earlier own brushless speed controllers.
this year and based on the I finally got o sail the finished
free plan that appeared in model at the Camborne Pond
the December 2019 issue of Hoppers Model Boat Open Day
Model Boats. | changed the (Sunday, September 6) in Helston
construction slightly in that | Cornwall) and everything seems
used single diagonal planking to work really well.
in 3mm balsa, but everything | am currently member of
else was built as per the plan Kenwith Castle Model Boat
designer Ray Wood's very Club (Bideford, Devon) and
helpful instructions. So, | Camborne Pond Hoppers
feel | owe a big thank you to Model Boat Club Cornwall.
both Ray and the magazine Keep up the good work!
for saving my sanity during PETER PARKES
lockdown! EMAIL

| fitted my White Marlin out
using two Graupner Compact She looks splendid, Peter, and
3457 brushless motors, which | it’s also great fo put a face fo a

picked up at the Southern Model name. Thanks for sharing! Ed

Model Boats Dec 2020/jan 2021 www.modelboats.co.uk 69




All hands on deck! -—

—_—

HARRY SIMON
I was inferested to read your interview with
Navarino Models and note that they are going

e i fo produce a model of the freighter Brockley
2w —_— '- _' - |-;'-ﬁ‘:.‘_-_. Combe.

T — ! . The ship first came to my attention when | read
- B : the book Ship Modelling from Scratch by Edwin

B. Leaf. The book uses the ship as an example of
a plank on frame build and contains some nice
drawings, albeit at a very smalll scale, of the boat.
As my first grandson had recently been born |
decided to build a working model of Brockley
Combe but name it affer him. The modelis not
true scale as | used a fibreglass hull that was a
bit narrow in the beam and needed building up
af the bow and stern.

I'm sending you a few pictures of the result,
beating Navarino by quite a few years!
DOUG THOMPSON
EMAIL

Perfect timing, Doug, because as you will see
Navarino Models’ brilliant Brockley Combe in
built form stars on this month’s front cover and
we've got an example of the kit fo give away in
this month’s prize draw. Your version, the Harry
Simon, is absolutely great, foo, though ! Ed

TANUM good and help fo make up for no

| thought I'd share some photos of my model boat shows this year.

latest build, this being the Tanum from Thank you also for producing such
the August free plan. It's powered by a an excellent magazine every monthin
Graupner Speed 400 brushed motor these difficult fimes.

running on a 7.2v 3300mAh battery CHRIS RIGGLESFORD

pack, turning a 35mm three-blade (MEMBER OF EASTBOURNE
propshop propeller. | find this set up MODEL POWER BOAT CLUB)
works well for this type of model, givinga ~ EMAIL

good balance for speed and endurance.

While writing, please could you Wow! What a fabulous job you have I"
[via the magazine] give a big thank done of tackling Tanum, Chris — as the ll_ T
you to Graham White for the model Swedes would say, she’s fantastisk!
boat lockdown videos that he’s been And yes, delighted fo give Graham

posting on YouTube. They're very White a shout out! Ed

www.modelboats.co.uk Model Boats Dec 2020/jan 2021




Next month in BOAtS

In our February issue, on sale from january 8, 2021, be sure not to miss...

e Wondering what to build next? @ Scrap box challenge
How about this Guardian Survey and Crew Tender vessel? Get inspired by the story of a thrifty
and innovative lockdown project

e Kandahar converted
How an old Revell kit bought at a car boot sale was transformed
into this charming little R/C fishing trawler

o PLUS LOTS, LOTS MORE!

You will find more about the exciting content coming next, features of particular interest you may have missed in past editions
and details of the very latest subscription offers on our website at www.modelboats.co.uk

You can, of course, order you copy of the February issue, which goes on sale at all good newsagents from January 8, 2021, now,
but why not treat yourself to an annual subscription, as monthly copies will then be delivered directly to your door.

What's more, the unique subscriber number allocated to you will provide website access to digital copies of the current issue and
to our archive of back numbers. It will also unlock subscriber exclusive bonus material not featured in the magazine.

If you can't always find a copy of this Please reserve/deliver my copy of
mcgozine, help is at hand! on a regular basis, starting With iSSU€.............cccccevvriiciieciicnis
PUNS & / CompIeTe this Title. e FIrSt NAME......oiccr e
-~ ISTRUCTIONS \San form and hand
in at your local SUMBME. ..ot
store, they'll
arrange for a
copy of each issue
to be reserved for
YOU. SOME STOIES | o
may even be able
to arrange for it to
be delivered to your TelephoNe NUMDET ...
home. Just ask!

P e [ [ CSTT R

POSICOUB. ...
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ELEETSCALE

'ﬁ' M@@g&’(@&?nﬁ’@ 'j./

www.modelboatbits.com 01597 870437 / 07921 032624 steve@modelboatbits.com

WWW.FLEETSCALE.COM

ASSEIBRE BOAT &
ASHIP HULLS,

Australla's Frmﬂbr Maritime Hobby Shop

¢E

4Bc Wanlirna Road, Ringwood Victoria 3134 Australia
Tel, 61 3 9879 2227
Mail Qrder

Wing Modols Ginie L6

www.floataboat.com.au

AND SEMI KITS
IN MOST SCALES AND ERAS
EXTENSIVE
SECURE ONLINE STORE

Call Angela
to advertise in

Boats

07841 019607
angela.price@
mytimemedia.com

MILITARY & CIVILIAN RANGES

19TH, 20TH & 2157 CENTURY

Supplier of steam engines, plantsand
Cheddar Models compatible accessories

Tel: 01326 291390  Mobile: 07818 044648
www.clevedonsteam.co.uk

To place your advertisement
angela.price@mytimemedia.com

omnline.ulk

Stroud Gloucester
Bristol Plymouth
Cardiff Stonehouse

_nllJiJlJ('

> RANGE, OY « (01453 377030
(}%)‘- le'ﬂfO@anlicsoniine.uk

1/1250 th, waterline,

(DA ALLL

A 2019 release from Trumpeter, this 1/350 kit produces a reat model of one ct the HN
three funnelled heavy cruisers, HMS Comwall, that showed the flag across the world in the
thirties. Later in the year we expect a fantastic 1/200 scale Titanic. HMS Comwall was lost
off Ceylon (Sri Lanka) in April 1942,

Risawolesca, etc! _
Our waterline model ship centre is open at

Unit 1, Springfield Business Centre, Brunel Way, Stone-
house, Glos. GL10 3SX

Lof plastic, wood and resin kits of US
and Intemational naval subjects together
with finishing materials and tools.

ﬂhenama make awide vanety of commer-
cial vessels from small tugs and suppm
= ships to container ships and tank e
also have /1250 Iaghthouses docks and
rigs from time




WEB GUIDE Please call Angela 07841 019607

Restorer of Ships, Galleons, Steam
Engines, Toy Trains, Toy Steam
Plants and mare.

Models made to order

JSB Model Restorations

Rolling back the playworn years

FOR SALE
BRANNAREN 1/48 SCALE
SWEDISH NAVY COASTAL TANKER

To place your advertisement
angela.price@mytimemedia.com

Visit our web site for model
boat plans and a construction
manual based on designs
from the Selway Fisher
catalogue of full-size canoe,
dayboat, motor boat, steam
launch and yacht designs.

= Tel/fax: 01225 705074
B E-mail: paul@makeamodelboat.com

INNAVY COLOURS COMPLETERT R NEED TO SELL
OPEN TO OFFERS FOR QUICK SALE CALL NORMAN

07923801189

ALWAYS IN

STOCK:

Huge range of

miniature fixings, also the home of ModelBearings.co.uk
including our socket  « Taps, Dies & Drills * Adhesives

SErVo SCrews. * Engine & Miniature bearings e Circlips, efc. etc.

Tel/lFax +44 (0)115 854 8791 Email: info@modelfixings.com

wwwimatitimezmodelstcotuld

SECURE ON-LINE SHOPPING - Mﬂl}r ORDER ONLY
We stock a range of fittings from

Aeronaut, Caldercraft, Krick and /)
Robbe also tools, paints, props,
propshafts, couplings and i
much more check out the

web-site for our full range.

Official stockists of BECC actessorles
and kits from Caldercraft, Krick & Aerokits.

Tugging Ahead.,,
MOBILE MARiNE MODELS eadaan! EE
MODEL TUGNOLOGY............. ai ity Besi

Brirain ‘s Leading Manufacturer of -
Tugs : Workboats ; Hulls ; Kits ; Propulsion Gear
Fittings : Winches ; Lighting Sets : Budeer Boats

Pioneers of the .. ... The Budget Building System

www.mobilemarinemodels.com ™ =TT

Balsa Oak Ash Poplar

Cherry
Cedar

Spruce

Manufacturing

Obechi

Buy on Line Pine Bass

Plywood’s

Beech | www.slecuk.com | Mahogany

Laser & Router Cutting Service

Slec Ltd Tel 01 953 885279 Fax 01 953 889393
E-mail : sales@slecuk.com

The No.1 specialist in complete kits
of modern & classic ferries
www.linkspanmodels.co.uk
www.facebook.com/linkspanmodels
+44 (0)1527 328548
contact@linkspanmodels.co.uk

‘S LINKSPAN MODELS

£456.50 + p&p
Free Enterprise V /
Pride of Hythe
1:96
length: 122cm beam: 20cm
o draught: 4.4cm weight: 5.7kg

£588.50 + p&P
Norland / Norstar
1:96
length: 159cm beam: 26cm

draught: 6.3cm weight:
14.6kg

l *2021release *
Spirit of Free
Enterprise
1:96
length: 137cm beam: 24cm
draught: 6cm weight: 9kg

All Linkspan Models kits contain:
Fibreglass hull, laser-cut styrene superstructures, 3D printed fittings, etched metal details,
propshafts & tubes, brass propellers, instructions, drawings & CD of photographs of the
prototype build

Re-live the classic days of ferry travel - in miniature




Pendle Steam Boilers

Makers of High Quality Affordable
Steam Boilers for Marine and
Stationary Enthusiasts

t: (07452) 875912
www.pendlesteamboilers.com

e: sales@pendlesteamboilers.com

only available direct from the manutacturer, not from any retail outlet!

¢ 500 Sllpway

Club500 Racing...
...continues to be ever
i popular at our model clubs.
See our Website or call us
for details of prices, colours
and accessories available.

Model Specifications:
Length: 515 mm
Beam: 180 mm
Includes motor, propshaft
&Tube, Propeller, Coupling
and Rudder
assembly
ith over 200
possible colour
combinations and
a rainbow mix
of colours.

Working Plans for
Model Construction

The Entire Sailing Ship & Power Craft Series of
Authoritative Drawings By Harold A Underhill, AMIES

PUBLICATIONS FOR MAKING MODELS
® Plank -on-Frame , Vol |

* Plank -on-Frame , Vol [l

» Masting and Rigging

» Deep Water Sail

* Sailing Ships Rigs and Rigging

e Sail Training and Cadet Ships

llustrated list of 70 Sailing Ship Designs £4.00
llustrated list of 35 Power Craft £4.00

Please write for further information and catalogus to:

Brown, Son & Ferguson, Ltd
Unit 1A, 426 Drumoyne Road, Glasgow, G51 4DA
Tel: +44 (0) 141 883 0141
Emall: info@skipper.co.uk Website: www.skipper.co.uk

19 Station Road

Thorpe-on-the-Hill
Lincoln LN6 9BS
1. 01522 681989

e: sales@tonygreen
steammodels.co.uk

Motor Tug Launch
“River Star”

= Mode! Scale: 1" to 1t (1:12th)
= Model Length: 27"
« Mode| Beam: 8

This small 27ft sea worthy vessel is
deslgned to operate coastally and on all
the rivers throughout the USA (such as the
mighty Mississippl) right up through to the
great lakes. Easy to handie by a couple,

OUR OTHER KITS |

designed for extended crulsing and also gt’;?é];‘;g’m:gﬁ;]
capable of towing small cargoes (such as i !
P 2 s 45'Lg x 12'bm £435+P&P

pontoon accomodation). She is a small
capable mulfi role vessel. Our Model of
the ‘River Star’ has a simple screw and
features a modified type of balance fish
tail' rudder. The model of the ‘River Star’
is for a full model boat kit containing all

RNLB ‘The Scout’ (IWaveney class
Lifeboat) Model Scale: 17 to 1ft (1:12th
Sc 1;12th 447 Lgx 12 34" bm £435+P&P
Orkney Ferry TDSV GRAEMSAY

Sc 1:24, 28'Lg x 10'bm £280+P&P

parts (other than motor, batteries and radio ~ Lady Laura/Lady Marina

control). We feel this to be a model that Sc1:32, 311" Lg x 9% 'bm £270+P&P
eminently suited to beginners to model RNLE ALICE UPJOHN

boating. One of the reasons for picking (Roather class Lifeboat)

the ‘River Star’ was the design and easy
construction.

Orders outside the UK please E-MAIL
address, so we can cost carriage cost
Elan & Bill purchased the business of D METCALFE MOULDINGS in 2015
and continue to manufacture madel boat kits to a very high standard.,

There are currently seven boas in the range.

*P&P £15 (Highlands, Islands & Overseas @ cost)
Information Sheets and Photo CD'’s available on request

Sc 1:12, 41" Lgx 13'bm £410+P&P
“The Jumping Tuna” (Tuna Boat)
Sc 1:16 31" Lg x 10" bm £240+P&P

* MAIL ORDER SPECIALISTS -
Telephone/24hr Answerphone: 01522 681989



SECURE ON-LINE

SHOPPING AND WORLDWIDE
MAIL ORDER SERVICE

WITH CHRISTMAS FAST APPROACHING
are you looking for the perfect gift for
friends, family or colleagues. With our Gift

vouchers any budding modeller or
craftsperson can find helpful tools, paints
and materials for their projects

Anna 3 Fishing Cutter with Fittings £237.60
Aeronaut Bella Sailing Yacht £159.95
Bellissima Sailing Yacht £228.95
Bismarck Battle Ship £462.95
Capri Sport Boat £129.95
Delphin Fishing Boat £108.95
Diva Cabin Cruiser £69.95
Hansjollie Sailing Yacht £217.99
Jenny 1930’s American Motor Boat £124.99
Johnny Harbour Tug 990mm £438.95
Kalle Harbour Tug £159.98
Marina £145.99
Pilot Boat £164.95
Spitfire Outboard Racing Boat £104.99
Torben,Hamburg Harbour Tug 730mm £249.95
Victoria Motor Yacht £134.94
Queen Sports Boat circa 1960’S £169.99
Tirpitz Battleship with Fittings Set £492.95

Amati Static Display Kits
Arno XI Ferrari 800kg Hydroplane 1953 £329.00
Blue Fishing Nose Schooner £83.95
Endeavour America’s Cup Challenger 1:35  £255.00
Grand Banks 46’ Modern Schooner 720mm  £366.00

HMS Bounty 1787 720mm £204.95
0Oseberg Viking Ship 1:50 Scale £97.00
Rainbow J Class Yacht 1:80 Scale £73.99
Riva Aquarama- Italian Runabout Static £279.00
Robert E Lee Mississippi River Boat £243.95

Amati Radio Control Kits

Bellezza Italian Sports Boat £125.00
Fifie Scottish Motor Fishing Vessel 1:32 £224.00
Grand Banks 46 Foot Modern Schooner £366.00
Riva Aquarama - Italian Runabout 850mm  £279.00
Sexy Lady Riva Type Launch 850mm £159.99

Billings Static Boats

Andrea Gail Perfect Storm B726 £105.00
Cux 87 Krabbencutter Static B474 £150.00
Sir Winston Churchill £165.00
Norlandshaaden B419 £160.00
HMS Endeavour B514 £202.00

Billings Radio Control Boats

Absalon Navel Ship B500 £549.00
African Queen B588 £183.95
Andrea Gail - Perfect Storm B726 £269.99
Bankert B516 £179.00
Boulogne Etaples £163.00
Calypso Research Vessel B560 £390.00
Colin Archer B728 £495.95
Elbjorn Icebreaker B536 £199.00
Faimount Alpine B506 £314.00
Hoga Pearl Harbour Tug B708 £179.99
Jylland Steam and Sail Frigate £341.98
Kadet B566 £115.96
Nordkap Trawler B476 £278.00
Phantom B710 £119.00
RMS Titanic 1:144 B510 £870.00
Slo-Mo-Shun B520 £162.99
Smit Nederland B528C £390.00
Smit Rotterdam £314.00
St Canute Tug B700 £141.99
HMS Titanic B510 £870.00
White Star Motor Boat B570 £105.00
Zwarte Zee B592 £229.00

Find uson
Facebook

5 o7

|!_ { Twitter

WWw-.corn |
email: sales@cornwallmodelboats.co

ORNWALL
MODEL BOATS

www.cornwallmodelboats.co.uk

Highfield Road Industrial Estate, Camelford, Cornwall PL32 9RA

Telephone: 01840 211009

MAIJORDERJON Y

FREE UK SHIPPING ON ORDERS OVER £140

WE STOCK A WIDE RANGE OF RADIO CONTROL

AND STATIC DISPLAY KITS, FITTINGS, TOOLS & PLANS.

SECURE ONLINE SHOPPING AND MAIL ORDER SERVICE

Caldercraft Radio Controlled
Alte Liebe - Harbour Tug C7020 £339.99
Brannaren - Swedish Coastal Tanker C7015 £395.00
Cumbrae - Clyde Pilot Cutter C7009 £350.00
Imara - Single Screw / Twin Screw Steam  £610.00
Joffre - Tyne Tug C7000 £330.00
Marie Felling - Single Screw/ Twin Screw  £520.00
Milford Star - Side Trawler C7019 £305.00
Motor Fifie Amaranth Herring Drifter C7010 £156.00

North Light - Steam Clyde Puffer C7001 £330.00
Resolve - Twin Screw Naval C7024 £669.00
Schaarhorn - Steam Yacht C7021 £440.00
Sir Kay Round Table Class Minesweeper £390.00

SS Talacre - Single Hatch Coaster C7005  £334.00

Caldercraft Heritage Series

HMAV Bounty 1789 1:64 C9008 £239.95
HM Bark Endeavour 1768 1:64 C9006 £288.95
The Mary Rose 1510 Tudor Warship C9004 £310.00

Caldercraft Nelsons Navy static

HMS Agamemnon 1781 C9003 £790.00
HMAV Bounty 1789 C9008 £234.95
HM Brig Badger 1778 C9017 £209.95

HM Schooner Ballahoo 1804 C9013 £74.95
HM Mortar Vessel Convulsion 1804 C9012  £114.95
HMS Cruiser 1797 1:64 Scale C9001 £245.00
HMS Diana 1794 1:64 Scale C9000 £564.95

HM Bark Endeavour 1768 1:64 Scale C9006 £288.95
HM Bomb Vessel Granado 1756 C9015 £260.00
HMS Jalouse 1794 1:64 Scale C9007 £268.99
HMS Mars 1:64 Scale C9009 £239.95
The Mary Rose 1510 Tudor Warship C9004 £310.00
HM Schooner Pickle 1778 1:64 Scale C9018 £154.99

HMS Snake 1797 1:64 Scale C9002 £245.00
HM Brig Supply 1759 1:64 Scale C9005 £174.95
HMS Victory 1781 1:72 Scale C9014 £890.00

HM Gunboat William 1795 1:32 Scale C9016 £236.95

Corel Static Display Kits
Cocca Veneta 16th Century Merchant Vessel £160.00
Eagle American Brig 1812 SM61 £165.00
Galeone Veneta 16 Century Armed Vessel ~ £198.00

HM Endeavour Bark 1768 SM41 £222.00
HMS Greyhound 20 Gun Frigate SM59 £130.00
HMS Neptune 58 Gun Warship 1:90 SM58  £264.00
HMS Victory 1:98 Scale Sm23 £360.00
HMS Victory Cross Section SM24 £105.00
HMS Agamemnon £67.50
Atrevida 1:30 Scale £84.50
Altsu Mendi Basque Tugboat £135.00
Barquera Motor Fishing Boat £92.50
Sans Luis Spanish Galleon £130.00
Vanguard Wooden Paddle Tug £167.00
Patin Del Mediterraneo Catamaran £42.13
Soverign of the seas Lifeboat £50.95
Drakker Viking Boat £67.50

Dumas Radio Controlled

Barrel Back Mahogany Runabout 1940 #1234 £373.43
Chris-Craft 16° Hydroplane 1941 #1254 £259.00
Chris Craft 16’ Painted Racer #1263 £165.00

corn

Chris Craft 16’ Utility Boat #1240 £263.00
Chris Craft 16’ Super Sport 1964 #1255 £325.00
Chris-Craft 23’ Continental 1956 #1243 £349.00
Chris Craft 24’ Mahogany Runabout #1230 £387.00
Cobra Speedster 1955 #1232 £285.74
Commander Express Cruiser 1954 #1244  £353.00
Chris Craft Racer 1949 #1249 £248.14
Triple Cockpit Barrel Back Mahogany

Runabout 1938 #1241 £425.80
PT-109 US Navy Boat #1233 £192.69
PT-212 Higgins 78’ Patrol Boat #1257 £201.76
SC-1 Class Sub Chaser #1259 £198.00
US Army Tug ST-74 1941 #1256 £127.00
U.S.S. Crockett #1218 £210.22
U.S.S. Whitehall #1252 £99.00

Dumas Coastguard Vessels

US Coastguard 40’ Utility Boat #1210 £160.00
US Coastguard 41’ Utility Boat #1214 £180.49
US Coastguard 44’ Lifeboat #1203 £175.99
US Coastguard 36500 36’ Lifeboat #1258 ~ £213.94

Dusek Static Display Kits

Golden hind 1577 1:72 D017 £132.00
Greek Trireme 1:72 D004 £114.00
Hanse Kogge £116.00
Viking Ship Knarr 1:72 D013 £64.00

Joysway Blue Mania Br ARTR £164.90
Joysway Bullet V2 ARTR 2.4GHz £189.95
Joysway Super Mono X2 B/less 2.4GHz £103.49

Joysway Dragonflite 95 ARTR Yacht JS8811A  £269.99
Sea Drifter EP Brushless RTR 2.4GHz £341.99

Krick Kits Suitable for Electric Power

Alexandra Steam Launch with Fittings £330.00
Borkum Island Supply Vessel with Fittings  £340.00
Grimmershorn Motor Vessel £273.00
Lisa M Motor Yacht £119.99
Krick HE4 Police Boat £485.35
Nordstrand Trawler Yacht £180.00

Anteo Harbour Tug 1:30 £358.00
Aiace Cargo Ship £379.00
Mincio Freelance Mahogany Runabout 1:20  £97.00
RMS Titanic Complete R/C Kit 1:200 £840.00
Venetian Passenger Motor Boat 1:28 £246.00

Mantua Static Display Kits

Albatros. US Coastguard Clipper £128.00
Amerigo Vespucci. Italian Navy 1.100 £312.00
Astrolabe. French Sloop £211.00
Bruma Open Cruiser Yacht 1:43 £192.00
Golden Star. English Brig £84.00
Gorch Fock. German Sail Training Ship £282.00
HMS Victory. Nelson’s Flagship 1.200 £114.00
HMS Victory. Nelson’s Flagship 1.98 £294.99
Le Superbe. 74 Gun French Fighting Ship  £351.99
Mercator. Belgian Sail Training Ship £158.00
Santa Maria. Flagship of Columbus £171.99

ALL THE HARDWARE, BUILDING MATERIALS AND RC EQUIPMENT REQUIRED TO COMPLETE YOUR MODEL
Visitithelwebsitelforfourifullfrangeloffkits:
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SPECIALIST ADVICE
AVAILABLE!

We have Increased our plastic kits - Acadamy,
Airfix, AMT, Dragon, Ebbro, Easy Model, Heller,
ICM, ltaleri, Lindberg, Merit International,

Minicraft, Mister Craft, Moebius Models, Revell,

Smer, Tamiya, Trumpeter, Zvezda.

Model Shipways Static Display Kits

Benjamin Latham 1:48 Scale £214.99
Bluenose, Canadian Fishing Schooner £166.99
Chaperon, Sternwheel Steam £214.99
Emma C. Berry, Lobster Smack £102.99
Fair American, 14-Gun Privateer, £179.95
Gunboat Philadelphia 1776 1:24 £150.99
Rattlesnake American Privateer 1780 £159.99

Victory Models

Lady Nelson Cutter XVIIl Century 1:64 Scale £95.95

HM Bomb Vessel Granado 1:64 Scale £234.99
HMS Fly 1776 1:64 Scale £243.99
HMS Pegasus 1:64 scale £318.00
Mercury 1829 Russian 20 Gun Ship £342.99
HMS Vanguard 1787 74 Gun Ship £675.00

Occre Static Display Models

Albatros Schooner 1:100 Scale £89.95
Aurora Brig 1:65 Scale £129.94
Buccaneer 1:100 Scale £89.95
Corsair Brig 1:80 Scale £149.95
Diana Frigate 1792 1:85 Scale £225.00
Endeavour 1:54 Scale £239.95
Essex Whaling Ship With Sails 1:60 Scale ~ £109.94
Gorch Fock 1:95 Scale £334.99
HMS Revenge 1:85 Scale £149.95
HMS Beagle 1:65 Scale £99.95
HMS Terror 1:65 Scale £99.95
Mississippi Paddle Steamer £185.00

Occre Polaris 1:50 Scale Basic kit without sails £49.00
Santisima Trinidad £364.94
Ulises Ocean Going Steam £195.00

Panart Static & R /C Kits

Amerigo Vespucci. Iltalian £710.00
Anteo Harbour Tug 1:30 £358.00
HMS Victory Bow Section £176.00
Lynx. Baltimore Schooner £149.00
Royal Caroline 1749 £290.00
Panart Section Between Gun Bays £138.00
San Felipe Spanish 104 Gun Man of War £590.00
Venetian Passenger Motor boat 1:28 £246.0

RO-Marin (Robbe)
Dolly Il Harbor Launch 1:20 £119.99
RO Marin Comtesse Sailing Yacht with Fittings £216.50
Ro-Marin Antje Fishing Boat £173.90

Sergal Static Display Kits

Achilles. American Pilot Cutter £83.00
Dutch Whaler Baleniera Olandese £275.00
Cutty Sark Tea Clipper £275.00
HMS Bounty 1787 1:60 £181.00
HMS Jamaica 14 Gun Sloop £149.00
HMS Peregrine Galley Runner Class £193.00
Mississippi River Steamboat £382.00
Soleil Royale £709.00
Sovereign of the Seas £709.00
™
— |
""—_-— .If.-_

Hoga pearl
harbour tug



VﬁinER VETRE

Brushed speed controller

"

15A, 20A, 25} 40A or 75A .
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Ultra fine contrel for model boats
running up to 12V.

Available in different power ratings to
suit all sizes of motors.

100% waterproof for trouble free
modelling!

See website or.contact your local
dealer for more information.

Marine motors

Brushed motors for model RC boats

tigh guallty speed controts desipred and manafuctured sivee 7987 i the e
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Mtroniks marine products are available

!

tio

Brushed speedi controller:
Available/in15A, 30A or.50A

‘Ultra fine control for model boats

running up to 12V, including Lipa cells!
Available in different power ratings to
suit all sizes of motors.

100% waterproof for trouble free
modelling!

‘See website or contact your local dealer

for more information.

M600

m all good model shops, we are always available for advice direct

41A llkley Road, Otley, LS21 3LP, UK
Tel: +44(0)1943 461482 Fax: +44(0)1943 468335

Marine'
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"Ultra fine control for small model boats
running up-to 12V with a 10A motor limit.

100% waterproof for trouble free.
See or contact your local dealer
for mort ation.

DIGISOUND

Waterproof, 12V, amplified sound
module for model boats that require
realistic sound with engine start/stop,
horn and changing running sound.
Speaker included!

See website for available sounds.

24 Month Warranty on all
Mtroniks electronic products
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www.mtroniks.net
enquiries@mtroniks.net
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