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T
his issue includes a Centrefold FREE 
PLAN designed by Ron Rees for ‘The 
Amazing’. This is a universal hard 

chine hull made from Depron, that can be 
easily adapted to suit the huge range of 
modern, and not so modern, fast boats. 
Depron is inexpensive, easily cut and glued, 
and a hull can be made in a few hours by anyone who work safely 
with a modeller’s knife. Ron completed his example as a US 
Swift PCF boat powered by a single small brushless motor, but 
the choice is yours as the hull can be scaled to whatever is most 
practical for the model builder. He is also completing his unique 
model of the Targa 37 Thames Police launch, previously featured 
in the September and October 2014 issues.

USS Columbus is a unique American warship model and it is 
featured in depth in Range Finder. 2014 is the 70th anniversary 
of D-Day in 1944 and to celebrate that a group of Model Boats’ 
readers who are regular ‘posters’ on our Free Forum, organised 
a successful event at Bushy Park in early June and a report is 
included in these pages. 2014 has also been a great year for 
British model yachtsmen, with Brad’ Gibson winning once again 
the World Radio Controlled Marblehead Championship, held this 
time in Holland, so ‘Well Done’ to him for that achievement.

In Readers’ Models there are a range of your inspirational 
craft featured, including a fi ne free-sailing model of HM Bark 
Endeavour and in Around the Clubs, the Victoria Model Steamboat 
Club are celebrating their 110 years of existence this year. 

So together with the usual regular features, there is hopefully 
something for everyone in this issue to inspire and motivate 
readers to pursue this great creative hobby of ours.

Paul Freshney - Editor
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Compass 360

You can reach the Editor, Paul Freshney, on 01277 849927. 
The editorial postal address is: Model Boats, PO Box 9890, 
Brentwood, CM14 9EF. 

The email is editor@modelboats.co.uk

 Editorial Contact - Paul Freshney

The Plans Service is expanding all the time! 

Over 3000 plans for model builders of all persuasions, Aircraft, 
Boats, Locomotives, Traction Engines, Steam and IC Engines - 
we even do Woodworking plans.

To purchase plans, please call 0844 848 8822 

See and buy all of these at www.myhobbystore.com

Model Boats notice board for your news

 Plans Service Contact - Call 0844 848 8822

Model Boats is Published by MyTimeMedia Ltd
Enterprise House, Enterprise Way, Edenbridge, Kent, TN8 6HF.

Website content includes:

● A Gallery which features photo albums of models, 
including some under construction by Model Boats 
readers and being updated as they progress.

● A Forum that has sections for:
Beginners, General, R/C and Accessories, Static, Kits, 
Scratch build, Steam, Vintage, Events and Chat.

● A Features area that has sections for:
Build Features, Kit and Product Reviews, Hints, 
Tips and Technical, Show and Regatta Reports and 
General Interest Articles on Model Boating.

● A Link to www.myhobbystore.com which has over 
3000 plans available and numerous modelling items, 
books and kits. These can all be purchased online.

Model Boats Magazine is now only a 
click away! You can find us online at...

www.modelboats.co.uk
M
c

MODEL BOATS ONLINE!

t has s

HMS Trafalgar - 
Tony Dalton

Sorry! This was due in this issue 
and was all ready to go, but 
has had to be held over to the 
December issue because of space 
considerations. This is the fi rst 
time in seven years, I have to 
‘hold’ a promised feature article, 
so ‘sorry’ again about the delay.
Paul Freshney - Editor

WW1 E Class 
Submarines

In the September 2014 issue 
of MB, there was an article by 
John Parker about Australia’s 
fi rst submarines. Martin Garnett 
wrote to us in September and 

mentioned that the (UK) Imperial 
War Museum has an excellent 
1/24 scale sectioned model of 
E-29, made for the Museum by 
Armstrong Whitworth in 1921 
as presumably they had access 
to a set of scale drawings at the 
time, having made the original 
vessel. He suspects the model is 
currently out on loan or perhaps in 
storage and access a little diffi cult, 
but the IWM’s Collections-on-Line 
website is: www.iwm.org.uk/
collections/item/object/30018130
(Thank you Martin for this info’ - 
Editor)

Steve Stoner

We welcome Steve to these 
pages as the new regular designer 
for Model Boats magazine. Steve 

is an experienced designer and 
has previously designed the Colin 
Bishop edited ‘Specials’ and 
stood-in for Richard Dyer when 
he has been on holiday. Richard 
has designed the magazine for 
17 years, but I am not sure if 
Steve will manage quite as long 
as that, since like myself, for him 
the age of 65 is not too far away 
and although retirement is no 
longer compulsory, one does tend 
to think of all the things that one 
could do if there were the free 
time available! Anyway, I am sure 
he will do a very good job for the 
magazine and our readers.
Paul Freshney - September 2014

International Model 
Boat Show

A fi nal reminder to note the 
dates of Friday 7th to Sunday 9th 
November 2014 for this annual 
major three day model boating 
event, to be held as usual at the 
Warwickshire Exhibition Centre, 
Fosse Way, Nr. Leamington Spa, 
CV31 1XN. Website is: 
www.modelboatshow.co.uk for 
more information, or
tel: 01926 614101.

Model Boat 
Convention 2015

The theme of this event being 
held for the 26th time at Haydock 
Park on Saturday 29th and Sunday 
30th August 2015, is ‘Glynn Guest 
Models’. Glynn will also be the 
Guest of Honour for this event 
and the organising committee 
have decided that there will be 
an additional competition for 
youngsters up to the age of 16 
building a model from one of his 
plans. Full entry information for 
them is now on the Model Boat 

Convention website, together 
with how to obtain the UTE plan 
(February 2013 MB), free of 
charge, from which the model 
should be built.
This is an opportunity for young 
enthusiasts to demonstrate their 
skills with a design that is easily 
adaptable, and of course a wood 
pack for the hull is also available 
from MyHobbyStore. Entries must 
be via the Model Boat Convention, 
website: 
www.modelboatconvention.co.uk

Huddersfi eld Model 
Show - 2015

This is being held on Sunday 15th 
February 2015 at Huddersfi eld 
Sports Centre, Southgate, 
Huddersfi eld, HD1 1TW. It is 
sponsored by IPMS Wakefi eld 
and District Branch and features 
all types of model. Visitor entry is 
Adults £4 and Concessions £2, 
doors open 1000 to 1700 hours.
For further information please 
contact: Geoff Milnes, tel: 01132 
893152 or 07879 446554, or Alan 
Paul, tel: 07811 358355. Show 
website is: 
www.huddersfi eldmodelshow.co.uk

London Model 
Engineering Exhibition

A reminder to note this early-2015 
exhibition in your diary. This event 
takes place at Alexandra Palace, 
Alexandra Palace Way, London, 
N22 7AY from Friday 16th to 
Sunday 18th January 2015. The 
exhibition opens from 1000hrs 
to 1700hrs each day with the 
exception of Sunday, which closes 
1630hrs. For further information 
please see advertisements 
or the website: www.
londonmodelengineering.co.uk.
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T
he Summer 2014 issue of 
Quarter Deck Ramblings, 
the newsletter of the 

Surface Warship Association, 
arrived recently in the editorial 
offi ce. This association is a 
national organisation, its members 
all having an interest in warships 
and as a group they support 
many model boating and general 
interest events in the UK and 
Europe. One such event where 
they were promoting the hobby to 
the general public was the Armed 
Forces Day Display at Himley 
Hall, Dudley, West Midlands, and 
the following is from an article by 
Adrian Clutterbuck, fi rst printed in 
the QDR newsletter.

Armed Forces Day - 
June 2014

The Surface Warship Association 
had been asked at short notice to 
take part in the event at Himley 
Hall. Unfortunately it was too 
late to advertise for help in the 
association’s newsletter, but SWA 
members, myself and Trevor 
Davis, joined Sandwell MBC in 
putting together a decent warship 
display, both on and off the water. 
The display was right next to the 
Hall Lake, so several warships 
were on the water during the day. 
A fi ve foot long tank landing craft 
was the highlight of this activity 
when it showed the operation 
of its opening bow doors and 
lowering bow vehicle ramp, but 
also afl oat were WW2 corvettes, 
an aircraft carrier and several 
MTB’s, including PT109, President 
Kennedy’s boat. On the display 
stand, the SWA and Sandwell 
MBC managed to display a total of 
28 different naval ships including 
sailing galleons, small naval 
craft, battleships, destroyers, 
submarines and a dedicated WW2 
RAF Air Sea Rescue Boat display. 
During the day, Dudley Council 
(the event organisers) and the 
Lord Mayor visited the display and 

commented very favourably about 
it. Attending the event as a whole 
were The Military Wives Choir; 
The Royal Artillery; The Mercian 
Regiment; several ex-military 
vehicle re-enactment groups and 
all three Armed Forces. Notably, 
Sandwell MBC made the SWA 
most welcome, particularly with 
their cakes!                                   ●

signals

SWA News

Contact information
The SWA Membership 
Secretary is Mr. Hilary Breeze, 
38 Birch Crescent, Holtwood, 
Aylesford, Kent, ME20 7QE. 
Tel : 01622 710528, email: 
hbreeze@ecgroup.co.uk.
Information supplied by 
Adrian Clutterbuck

(Editor’s note: The SWA 
are pro-active at promoting 
warship modelling across the 
UK and are to be commended 
for what they do for the hobby 
as a whole. As an association, 
they are a national body and 
membership also means that 
discounts can be obtained 
from a number of well known 
suppliers)

ABOVE: Super detail on this corvette 
and the fi gures bring it all to life.

ABOVE: Sandwell MBC and the SWA 
combined to put on an excellent 
display.

BELOW: One of Adrian’s WW2 RAF Air 
Sea Rescue models.

BELOW: Note the superb diagonal 
planked deck and locker detail on 
this MGB.
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The Model Boats 2014 Winter Special Edition issue is on sale on the 7th November 2014

See more about what’s in Model Boats magazine month-to-month in forthcoming issues and see some of the articles you may have missed from 
past issues and subscription offers on our website: www.modelboats.co.uk

We have a great range of subscription packages that you can choose from, including our new Print + Digital package which give subscribers 13 
issues a year with 6 free plans, 13 digital editions to download and keep PLUS access to an Online Archive dating all the way back to January 2007.

Don’t forget! The 2014 Winter Special issue will be published on November 7th 2014 price £4.95 – don’t miss it! Order your copy now! Or better 
still why not make it your fi rst copy in a year’s subscription to Model Boats magazine? See our subscription offer on Page 14 in this issue…

If you can’t always fi nd a copy of 
this magazine, help is at hand! 
Complete this form and hand 
in at your local store, they’ll 

arrange for a copy of 
each issue to be 
reserved for you. 
Some stores may 
even be able to 
arrange for it to be 
delivered to your 
home. Just ask!

If you don’t want to miss an issue

Please reserve/deliver my copy of Model Boats

on a regular basis, starting with issue..........................................

Title............... First name.................................................................

Surname...........................................................................................

Address.............................................................................................

............................................................................................................

............................................................................................................

Postcode...........................................................................................

Telephone number..........................................................................

Contents may be subject to change.

Next issue

This issue will include a number of major articles 

including a Feature Plan presentation from 

John Parker for his US Coast Guard Picket Boat; 

Glynn Guest shows how using simple mathematics 

can make it much easier to design practical working 

scratch built models and Richard Simpson in a Master 

Class makes the subject of ‘steam’ very simple. Also 

to be included will be: Dave Milbourn with a superb 

article on radio control and Dave Wooley makes 

airbrushing easy.

PLAN FEATURE

signals

Borkum featured in Richard Simpson’s Steam treatise.

Little or large, simple mathematics make for practical 
model boating building.

John Parker’s new 1:12 scale US Coast Guard Picket Boat Feature Plan.
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£8.50 
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£4.50 
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£8.50 
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Over 600 models on 
display - from the 
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Organised by Meridienne Exhibitions Ltd
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...launch yourself
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46

45

Deck fi ttings and other bits 
and pieces

The winch was made from scratch using assorted 
washers, a redundant servo gear, styrene and thin 
brass rod. All the handrails, ladders, pulpit rails, 
equipment frames and so on were made from 
brass rod and thin tube, laid out on a piece of 0.5 
inch scrap plywood with holes drilled in it after 
marking the various spaces and sizes. They were 
soft soldered with a fi ne blow torch and/or 18 watt 
soldering iron. I ensured as far as possible that 
a short spigot was allowed for on all metal wire 
fi ttings which would then fi t into holes drilled for 
them. They were all glued in place from the inside 
with a drop of medium superglue after painting. On 
this last point, wooden cocktail sticks are cheap, 
disposable and as good a way as any of applying 
very small amounts of superglue.

There is real teak used on the cabin sides 
between the windows, under the seats, the door 
frames and indeed wherever wood is used. Teak 
can be hard to fi nd and that used here came from 
an old garden seat, but sealing it can be a problem. 
When it is new, it has a reddish brown colour with 
a dark fl ame pattern and other similar woods might 
in practical terms do equally well and be easier to 
use. Three coats of thinned cellulose dope were 
what was applied to fi nish the teak pieces before 
attachment, since a coat of polyurethane varnish 
will eventually fl ake off because of the residual 
natural oils within the wood itself. Danish Oil is 
okay to get a decent fi nish if you have some, but 
conventional teak oil soaks in and will disappear in a 
year or so and then the wood will gradually go grey 
in colour.

The main handrail uprights are all soldered to 
short strips of brass, 6 x 0.5mm, and then glued 
into the existing holes in the top of the coaming. 

A
t the end of Part Two in the October 2014 
issue of Model Boats, we had the hull, 
superstructure and lighting all made, so we 

are now continuing to fi nal completion.

Diving platform

This could be made earlier or whenever you have 
an ideal moment, as it is just a piece of plywood, 
slotted to take two retaining rods, Photo 45 and 
laminated with thin styrene. There is an opening to 
be fi lled by a teak slatted hatch, Photo 46 and the 
       edges will be protected by a rubber strip, once 
                        everything is painted.

feature plan

ABOVE: Ron Rees aboard Patrick 
Colquhoun II during the summer of 
2013.

Photo 46. The diving platform 
mounted on the transom.

Photo 45. The diving platform is 
plywood, slotted for the locating pins, 
and then laminated with styrene.

Part Three

Botnia Marin 
Targa 37
Ron Rees completes the FAB-U-LOUS model of 
this boat as used by the Metropolitan Police on 
the River Thames

10 www.

46

slotted to take two retaining rods, Photo 45

laminated with thin styrene. There is an ope
be fi lled by a teak slatted hatch, Photo 46 an
   edges will be protected by a rubber strip
          everything is painted.
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48

49

47

applies to suitably embellished police cars.
However, before proceeding further with the 

fendering and the fi nal detail bits and pieces, it was 
off to the lake for some sea trials.

On the water - take one!

The model was fi rst tested on the water in the 
summer of 2013 before 100% of the detail had 
been included and most noticeably the rubber 
fenders had not yet been fi tted, Photo 49. It fl oated 
exactly on the right waterline without any changes 
or ballasting required and when the throttle was 
partly opened, it moved along at a very realistic 
pace. A few turns around the pond showed that 
it was an extremely stable design with no nasty 
tendencies. It was exciting to operate and turned on 
a sixpence and would certainly make a good scale 
steering model.

A rapid stop would allow some water to come 
over the rear platform as on the real boat and a 
little spray fell on the stern decking in places, but 
nothing to worry about. Opening to full throttle, it 
lifted nicely and held an attitude that was exactly 
the same as the full-size version. Turns were crisp 
and there was never a moment when it felt that 

These are then topped off with teak strip which was 
cleaned with white spirit and epoxied to the brass 
strip pieces, the fi nal fi nishing coming later.

The dashboard is a piece of balsawood skinned 
with teak and white styrene where needed. Dials 
are ‘jewellery jump rings’ which are used to join 
chain together and are available in Hobby World 
(a large retail park type of hobby store) in packs of 
100 or so.
    The steering wheel is a fi ve spoke heavily dished 
wheel, about the size of a 5p piece. The one you 
see here, was made by annealing 1.5mm brass 
tubing, then winding it around a suitably sized small 
nut socket. Five holes were drilled through the tube 
with an 0.5mm drill then the hub (a piece of tube) 
and all the rest of it was jigged for soldering using 
0.5mm brass rod as the spokes. After soldering, 
the spoke ends were fi led off and it was all sprayed 
chrome with the rim painted brown to represent 
teak. Photo 47 is a close-up of the dashboard and 
steering wheel.

Just outside the back sliding cabin door is a 
tall Samson post, with cleats top and bottom. 
This is from styrene tube with a 3mm bolt shank 
glued inside at the base. Under the fl oor there is a 
corresponding nut and this fi tting also locks-down 
the cabin assembly. On the plan are indicated two 
L-shaped lugs which locate the front of the cabin 
under the forward deck section, thus ensuring the 
whole thing cannot fall off during high speed turns.

There are eight tiny ‘Safety Harness Connection 
Points’ around the boat at chest level. Three are 
along each cabin side and one each side on the fi rst 
vertical of the front section. These are each made 
from a 2mm square of styrene with a 
folded-over piece of 0.5mm brass rod glued in and 
then drilled into the cabin’s styrene sides, with a 
drop of superglue to secure.

Painting

Much of the painting was done as the model 
progressed, but for the key colours, conventional 
over the counter car touch-up aerosol cans were 
used. Ian Folkson also produced all the specifi c 
Day-Glo artwork and lettering after I took the photos 
of the full-size Targa to him and the scaled-down 
sizes for the model. These were all colour printed 
on peel-off self-adhesive vinyl and transformed the 
model in minutes, Photo 48. Notably, the real Targa 
is actually ‘wrapped’ in this way. Readers may not 
realise, but many lorries, for example those of Eddie 
Stobart, are not painted but ‘wrapped’ in huge 
bespoke sheets of colour trim and much the same 

feature plan

Photo 48. The self-adhesive decals 
transform the model.

Photo 49. Not quite fi nally complete, 
but looking good on the water in mid-
2013!

Photo 47. The steering wheel is 
fabricated from brass. The control 
dial rims are jewellery linking rings, 
obtained from Hobby Craft.
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50

51

52

t k M d l B t N b 2014

Plan for Botnia Marine Targa 37
The two sheet full size plan No. MM 2093 

is available from MyHobbyStore Ltd and is 
priced at £12.50 + p/p as of October 2014. 
MyHobbyStore plans may be purchased online 
at www.myhobbystore.co.uk or please call: 
0844 848 8822, 1000hrs to 1600hrs, 
Monday to Friday.

Photo 50. No obvious vices at speed 
and no ‘digging-in’ during tight turns.

Photo 52. On the stand and in its fi nal 
confi guration.

Photo 51. Here you can see the rubber 
fendering that goes over the word 
POLICE.
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lettering and the painted hull before fi tting the 
rubber pieces, would protect the dark blue fi nish 
somewhat, but care will still be needed.

And fi nally?

Photo 52 is of the completed model in its fi nal 
guise on the stand and Photo 53 is of its interior. 
Obviously the battery can be changed as required, 
but a LiPo pack can be 50% of the weight of an 
equivalent NiMH battery, so for these types of 
model they are really the best option.
Finally, Photo 54 is of Targa on the water in late-
2013, now 100% complete.

Conclusion

I must admit that I am very pleased with the way 
the model looks and performs, and quite chuffed 
that this fi rst attempt at designing and making a 
model from scratch has worked out so well. It really 
did look just like the real one when on the water 
and after a few staged runs towards and across the 
camera, some shots were compared to photos from 
Wessex Marine, who were sent copies of both and 
they couldn’t tell the difference! The carved foam 
and nylon stocking covered hull is just so light, but 
very strong, and that allows a lot of detail to be 
added. This model is one of those that like lifeboats, 
should be clean and shiny and in fact the real police 
boat fulfi lls some of the traditional lifeboat roles. 
Yes, defi nitely my kind of model!                            ●

Happy boating from Ron Rees

the model was unwieldy or couldn’t handle what 
was happening. This fi rst outing was proof that the 
design was successful and bore out its nickname of 
‘4 x 4 of the Seas’!
    After a battery change from the 7.4 LiPo to 11.1v 
it went like a rocket, Photo 50, but still showed 
no nasty vices until the steering servo packed up. 
After my fellow model boaters had carefully nudged 
the model back to the bank for me, a few minutes 
unscrewing the rear servo hatch showed that the 
servo in its sealed compartment was now under 
water, as mentioned much earlier in this narrative. 
So though it was a successful outing for this fi rst 
test at Fishers Green Sailing Club, where we have 
a Model Boating Section, there were still some 
improvements that were needed. After a new servo 
was coated in epoxy resin (Paul Freshney’s idea as 
mentioned earlier), plus other remedial tasks, the 
following Sunday saw the model with a few more 
bits and pieces added being put through its paces 
again. No problems now with water getting in and 
it had a non-stop 20 minute run before coming back 
safely to the pondside. The motor, which had been 
driving a two bladed Graupner 35x propeller was not 
even slightly warm. A quick check with an inline volt 
and amp meter showed the 7.4v LiPo battery down 
to 6.9v and a current test showed the system using 
two amps without load and four amps under load 
when in the water. So, another battery was fi tted 
and out went Targa again!

Back to the workshop

Targa has rubber fendering all round the hull at deck 
edge level, around the rear diving platform and it 
continues on the hull at chine strake level. There are 
more rubber fender pieces on the hull sides angled 
forwards at 60 degrees, Photo 51. These fenders 
were added after the word ‘POLICE’ was applied to 
the hull sides and after the initial sea trials. A very 
helpful supplier of 6mm half round neoprene rubber 
for these fenders was discovered via Ian Folkson 
(supplier details at the end), and a useful word of 
warning follows now.

The hull had been sprayed with the Car Plan 
brand of acrylic gloss colours which are great, but 
when gluing on the fenders the best glue is Bostik 
Clear Impact Adhesive, but this has to be very 
accurately applied to the neoprene strip as it will 
also melt this type of spray paint back to the primer, 
so be careful. Having thought about it in hindsight, 
a spray application of a clear gloss fi nish over the 
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Suppliers and 
useful contacts
Silicone rubber and casting resins: 
Sylmasta, 
website: www.sylmasta.com, 
tel: 01444 831459

Blue Styrofoam board and clear 
casting resins and dyes: 
Technology Supplies, website: 
www.technologysupplies.co.uk, 
tel: 0845 5670000

Heat proof silicone and white metal: 
Hobbies UK, 
website: www.hobby.uk.com 
tel: 02087 614244

Plasticard sheet, profi les and glue: 
SHG Models, 
website: www.shgmodels.com, 
tel: 01785 840308

LED’s, resistors. Batteries: 
Component Shop, 
website: www.component-shop.co.uk, 
tel: 08432 898528

Neoprene fenders, tube, edging: 
Seal Plus Direct, 
website: www.sealsplusdirect.co.uk, 
tel: 0845 226 3345

Boat parts & bespoke printing: 
Ian’s Boats, 
website: iansboats@virginmedia.com, 
tel: 02082 526702

For fi ttings, stickers, photos of police 
boat, please contact Ron Rees,
email: rontheatricalprops@ntlworld.com.

Photo 53. The fi nal interior layout. 
The panelling on the walkways is all 
stick-on self-adhesive fi lm.

Photo 54. Final confi guration in 
late-2013. Targa is at slow speed in 
this picture.



SUBSCRIBE TODAY

CARD PAYMENTS & OVERSEAS

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms ....................Initial  ...........................Surname  ..................................  

Address  ......................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................

Postcode  ...................................................  Country  .................................................  

Tel  ............................................................................. Mobile ......................................  

Email  ..........................................................  D.O.B  ....................................................

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms ....................Initial  ...........................Surname  ..................................  

Address  ......................................................................................................................
.....................................................................................................................................
Postcode  ...................................................  Country  .................................................  

 Postal Order/Cheque  Visa/MasterCard  Maestro 
Please make cheques payable to MyTimeMedia Ltd and write code X260 on the back 

Cardholder’s name........................................................................................................

Card no:  (Maestro) 

                     
Valid from............................... Expiry date.................... Maestro issue no....................

Signature.................................................................................. Date............................ 

Originator’s reference 422562

Name of bank ...............................................................................................................

Address of bank  .......................................................................................................... 

 ..................................................................................................................................... 

 ..................................................................................Postcode  ..................................

Account holder  ............................................................................................................

Signature .......................................................................................  Date  .................... 

Sort code         Account number        
Instructions to your bank or building society: Please pay MyTimeMedia Ltd. Direct Debits from     
the account detailed in this instruction subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee.       
I understand that this instruction may remain with MyTimeMedia Ltd and if so, details will be passed  
electronically to my bank/building society. 

Reference Number (official use only)          
Please note that banks and building societies may not accept Direct Debit instructions from 
some types of account. 

SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM

POST THIS FORM TO: MODEL BOATS
SUBSCRIPTIONS, TOWER HOUSE, SOVEREIGN PARK, 
MARKET HARBOROUGH, LEICS LE16 9EF.

Please visit www.modelboats.co.uk/terms for full terms & conditions      CODE X260

DIRECT DEBIT SUBSCRIPTIONS (UK ONLY)
Yes, I would like to subscribe to Model Boats Magazine

 Print + Digital: £50.00 per year 
(SAVE 30% on shop price + SAVE 70% on Digital Download + FREE GIFT)

 Print Subscription: £41.00 per year (SAVE 30% on shop price + FREE GIFT)

UK ONLY:
 Print + Digital: £54.00 (SAVE 

24% on shop price + SAVE 70% on 
Digital Download + FREE GIFT)

EUROPE & ROW:
 EU Print + Digital: £67.00 
 EU Print: £58.00 
 ROW Print + Digital: £67.00 
 ROW Print: £58.00 

YOUR DETAILS MUST BE COMPLETED

PAYMENT DETAILS

I WOULD LIKE TO SEND A GIFT TO:

INSTRUCTIONS TO YOUR BANK/BUILDING SOCIETY

Yes, I would like to subscribe to Model Boats,              
for 1 year (13 issues) with a one-off payment

TERMS & CONDITIONS: Offer ends 7th November 2014. MyTimeMedia Ltd & Model Boats may contact 
you with information about our other products and services. If you DO NOT wish to be contacted by 
MyTimeMedia Ltd & Model Boats please tick here: ❏ Email ❏ Post ❏ Phone. If you  DO NOT wish to be 
contacted by carefully chosen 3rd parties, please tick here: ❏ Post ❏ Phone. If you wish to be contacted 
by email by carefully chosen 3rd parties, please tick here: ❏ Email

HURRY 
OFFER 

CLOSES 
7th November 

2014

PRINT + DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION

PRINT  SUBSCRIPTION

Free 100 Watt Soldering Iron*
13 Issues delivered to your door
Save up to 30% off the shop price
Download  each new issue to your device
A 70% discount on your Digital Subscription
Access your subscription on multiple devices 
Access to the Online Archive dating back 
to January 2007
Exclusive discount on all orders at 
myhobbystore.co.uk

Free 100 Watt Soldering Iron*
13 Issues delivered to your door
Save up to 30% off the shop price
Exclusive discount on all orders at 
myhobbystore.co.uk

 Print: £45.00 (SAVE 24% 
 on shop price + FREE GIFT)



DIGITAL 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

AVAILABLE ONLINE! 

CHRISTMAS OFFER

SUBSCRIBE SECURELY ONLINE CALL OUR ORDER LINE

www.subscription.co.uk/mdbl/X260 0844 543 8200
Lines open weekdays 8am – 9.30pm & Saturday 8am – 4pm

BT landline calls to 0844 numbers will cost no more than 5p per minute. Calls from mobiles usually cost more.

Quote ref: X260

• Rugged, economical and versatile
• European Made
• Supplied with chisel shaped bit (SC7100/8) - L.100mm Dia. 8.0mm
• Includes simple iron stand

TERMS & CONDITIONS: Offer ends 7th November 2014. 
*Gift for UK ‘Print and ‘Print + Digital’ Subscribers only. While stocks last.
**When you subscribe by Direct Debit. Please see www.modelboats.co.uk/terms 
for full terms & conditions.

SAVE
30%** ON THE 
SHOP PRICE & 
70% ON DIGITAL

when you subscribe 
today!

Receive a Free
100w 230v100w 230v
Soldering Iron*Soldering Iron*

WORTH £22.96

‘A great addition to 
your tool collection!’

This 100w 230v Electric 
Soldering Iron is highly 
economical, versatile 



16 www.modelboats.co.uk     Model Boats November 2014

top-weight, but fi rst a bit of background information 
about this warship.

Together with USS Albany and USS Chicago, USS 
Columbus was one of a class of American warship 
designated Guided Missile Cruisers (CG). These 
were not of new construction, but conversions 
of existing hulls. USS Albany CG10 was originally 
part of the Oregon City class whilst USS Chicago 
CG11 and USS Columbus CG12 were units of the 
Baltimore class. USS Columbus was laid down at 
Bethlehem Steel Shipyard on the 28th June 1943 
and entered service on the 8th June 1945. With the 
end of WW2, many of the lessons were still being 
digested with regard to improving the effectiveness 
of air defence and anti-submarine warfare, whilst at 

W
elcome once again to our regular sortie 
into the world of fi ghting ships and 
this month we are looking at an award 

winning 1:96 scale model of USS Columbus, a fi rst 
generation US Navy guided missile cruiser, plus we 
start work on a Deans Marine HMS Skirmisher kit.

USS Columbus

In July 2014 MB, I mentioned this model built by 
Paul Blyth to 1:96 scale, within the report on the 
Ellesmere Port Spring Model Boat Show. Now, the 
completed model can be seen on the water and 
we can reveal his unique method for maintaining 
its stability given its high-sided superstructure and 

warship scale

Dave Wooley with his 
Worldwide Review of Warships 
and Warship Modelling

Range 
Finder

ABOVE: Paul Blyth’s superb model of 
the USS Columbus.
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      Paul Blyth has 
spent three years scratch 

building his model

      Pa

del

USS Columbus had a full load displacement of 
18777 tons in a hull 675ft long by 69ft 9ins beam 
and she was fi tted with geared turbines to four 
shafts developing 120000shp and was capable of 
32 knots. The missile armament consisted of two 
twin Talos missile launchers, one forward and one 
aft, plus two twin launchers for the Tartar missile, 
one to port and one to starboard, both adjacent 
to the forward superstructure. Also included was 
an eight tube anti-submarine rocket launcher 
amidships.

The conversions included the controversial 
reshaping of the superstructure and USS Columbus 
was not alone. This included a twin MACK 
arrangement (combined funnel and mast) and a 
prominent high bridge, all necessary to see over 
the huge SPG49 missile control radar. Plans were 
considered for further conversions which would 
have seen the installation of the Regulus 2, an early 
surface to surface cruise missile, plus perhaps 
Polaris, but these were abandoned. USS Albany and 
USS Chicago underwent extensive modernisation 
in the mid-1970’s, but USS Columbus was fi nally 
decommissioned in 1975, Photo 1.

The model

Paul Blyth has spent three years scratch building his 
model and the hull is plank-on-frame to drawings 
supplied by Floating Dry Dock from the USA. Most 
of the superstructure is made from sheet styrene 
card, whilst the MACK’s are resin cast from moulds 
made by Paul, as were likewise nearly all of the 
fi ttings including the fi re control radars and other 
detail parts. These are all from masters created 
by Paul and are quite complex and can be seen in 
Photos 2 and 3.

the same time the era of the big gun was coming 
to an end.

This was recognised with the conversion of six 
Cleveland class light cruisers between 1956 and 
1960, one of which USS Little Rock CLG4 (Cruiser 
Light Guided 4!) has been preserved in Buffalo and 
Erie County Naval & Military Park Naval Park Cove, 
Buffalo, New York. Unlike USS Columbus, these 
ships retained their two triple 6 inch gun turrets 
forward whist having their new missile armament 
fi tted aft. It was the view of the Department of 
Defence (Navy) at that time of the USS Columbus 
conversion that the gun was now superfl uous, but 
within a short time this was reversed and two 5 
inch single dual purpose guns were then retrofi tted.

warship scale
▲

Photo 1. USS Columbus as 
rebuilt into a guided missile 
cruiser. Note the very high 
superstructure and bridge and 
the two combined funnels and 
masts (MACK’s).

Photo 2. The main 
superstructure body 
section is of sheet 
styrene card.

Photo 3. In the centre of this 
picture are the two SPG49 Talos 
tracking radars. Most of their 
parts are cast in resin from 
moulds prepared by Paul Blyth.

1

2

3
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warship scale

He has incorporated a huge amount of top quality 
fi ne detail into all parts of the model, particularly 
the superstructure, Photo 4, and remember this is 
all to 1:96 scale! Photo 5 is of the secondary close 
range Tartar missile launcher system and its SPG51 
guidance radar.

Each MACK is cast in resin in two parts to reduce 
weight. At the foot of the aft MACK, on either side 
mounted on extended platforms are the two 
5 inch/38 calibre unshielded guns. Mounted forward 
of these is the ASROC launcher, once again created 
as a master and cast in resin by Paul, Photo 6. 

Fitted to the top of the aft MACK is the SPS43A 
long range air search radar, fabricated and soldered 
in sections, no easy task for any modeller, but 
Paul’s efforts speak for themselves, Photo 7. The 
replenishment at sea apparatus, Photo 8, reveals 
a fi tting requiring much dexterity to scratch build 
at 1:96 scale and also made from scratch are the 
ship’s boats, Photo 9.

The aft set of SPG49 Talos guidance radar, 
with the SPW2 radar below, can be seen in this 
picture, Photo 10. In its day, the latter was a beam 
projector radar which operated in conjunction with 

the larger SPG49. The SPW2 radar would, through 
a computer, control the fl ight of the missile and 
to arm a nuclear device installed on the missile, 
or switch it from beam riding to active homing. In 
the post-WW2 years, missile tracking radars were 
generally large, as this model shows and they relied 
on beam riding to guide the missile to target. This 
was something also seen on the RN County class 
destroyers with their Sea Slug missile systems. 
Paul has also made the Talos twin arm launcher 
missiles with resin casting techniques, Photo 11.

Perhaps at odds with modern thinking, but in 
the 1960’s when the modernised USS Columbus 
entered service, aviation support was limited to a 
fl ight deck aft with no hangar. The helicopter in wide 
use was the Sikorsky SH 34 Seahorse, Photo 12, 

better known in the UK armed forces as the Wessex 
which was made under licence by Westland and 
operated by the Royal Navy (as well as the RAF and 
Army) from the 1960’s to the 1980’s, including during 
the Falklands campaign of 1982. In this last picture, 
just note the intricate detail on the fl ight deck and the 
fi neness of the deck edge crash barrier netting, and 
all to 1:96 scale!

4 5

6 7 8

Photo 8. The complex 
replenishment at sea hoist. 
It is on the centreline of the 
ship and can work either to 
Port or Starboard.

Photo 4. Port side of the huge bridge 
superstructure unit with a Tartar 
missile launcher on 01 deck beneath 
the bridge itself.

Photo 5. A Tartar missile launcher and 
two SPG51 tracking and illuminating 
radar units and note the fi ne handrails, 
each individually made.

Photo 6. The after MACK with the 5 
inch/38 calibre unshielded guns at its 
base. The bulky ASROC launcher is a 
deck lower and forward of this MACK.

Photo 7. The SPS43A 
air search radar is 
fabricated and soldered 
using fi ne brass wire.

Paul’s efforts speak for 
themselves, “PaPa

”
ves,ves, 
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On the water
USS Columbus has a relatively narrow beam 
to length ratio, and combined with a high-sided 
superstructure is (in model form) perhaps prone 
to stability issues. To solve this practical problem, 
Paul applied some lateral thinking by using a 
drop keel which can be adjusted to the prevailing 
conditions, the beauty of it all being that it can 
be easily removed in its entirety for static display 
purposes, thus maintaining the scale appearance 
of the hull. Photo 13 is of the hull interior where 
you can see the two vertical brass tubes with the 
rods supporting the weight protruding upwards. 
Adjustment is manual, by adjusting the clamps at 
the top of the rods, and Photo 14 is an external 
view, with the weight fully lowered. The only 
external permanent thing about it all are the two 
tube outlets on the centreline of the keel, and most 
of us don’t usually use a mirror to look underneath 
models, or do we?

The model is fi tted with four 45mm four-blade 
brass propellers, Photo 15, and a 6v 10Ah sealed 
lead acid battery provides the power for their 
motors. Paul’s USS Columbus is no ordinary model 

9

12

11

10

14

13

▲

Photo 11. The after Talos launcher 
(1:96 scale) with its missiles.

Photo 12. There was a fl ight deck, but 
no hangar.

Photo 13. To improve 
stability, the model is fi tted 
with a drop keel and this is 
an interior view of its hull 
mountings.

Photo 14. The depth of the 
additional weighted keel 
can be adjusted.

Photo 9. Some of the ship’s boats and 
their cradles.

Photo 10. Looking forward from right 
aft at the two SPG49 Talos tracking 
radars and another tracking device 
beneath them.

15

Photo 15. USS Columbus 
has four shafts and 
propellers.
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and has required a slightly different approach to 
achieve the excellent fi nal result that he has, both 
off and on the water, Photos 16 and 17.

Conclusion

Given the challenge of building a working model of 
a warship like the USS Columbus, the fi nal result 
is truly impressive and the model is outstanding, 
both in static quality terms and with its on the water 
performance. A tremendous ‘tour de force’ in model 
making by Paul Blyth. 

HMS Skirmisher - Part One

With HMS Daring completed and in its new 
home, attention shifted to the next project. After 
some thought and discussion with Paul Freshney, 
it was thought appropriate that a build project 
which refl ected the theme of warships of World 
War One would be appropriate. One such model 
that is attractive and readily available in kit form, 

is HMS Skirmisher from Deans Marine. It has 
been part of their range for many years, but has 
been undergoing an upgrade embracing new 
developments to improve not just its quality, but 
also the appearance. It is hoped that we can bring 
to this mini-series not only the recommended 
method of construction, but some appropriate 
modifi cations that will help in both construction and 
appearance. 

HMS Skirmisher was termed a Scout Cruiser as 
in the decades preceding WW1, the defi nitions of 
a cruiser were much more varied than later in the 
21st century and amongst them was this type of 
vessel. The term was slightly misleading as their 
purpose was to operate with the fl eet, but also have 
the speed to work with destroyers, so in effect 
these 2900 ton ships were large fl eet destroyers. 
HMS Skirmisher and HMS Sentinel were built at 
Vickers of Barrow in Furness with HMS Skirmisher 
being launched on 7th February 1905, completing in 
July of the same year. 

There were six classes of Scouts: Sentinel, 
Forward, Pathfi nder, Adventure, Boadicea and 
Active, each having features that made them 
different in appearance from the others. As 
an example, the Sentinel class of which HMS 
Skirmisher was one, were fi tted with a rounded 
forecastle. Although capable of 25 knots, HMS 
Skirmisher was under-gunned, being initially fi tted 
with ten 12pdr quick fi ring guns, eight 3pdr and two 

17

18

Photo 18. The Scout cruiser HMS 
Skirmisher, annotated ‘Broken up 
10.6.20’.

Photos 16 and 17. USS Columbus 
underway with no stability problems 
because of the hidden keel weight.

16

Given the challenge of building a 
working model of a warship like the 
USS Columbus, the fi nal result is 

truly impressive
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18 inch torpedo tubes in a hull 360ft long by 40ft 
beam. She was rearmed in 1911 and 1912 with nine 
4 inch guns as her main armament. HMS Skirmisher 
had triple expansion engines developing 17000shp 
driving two propshafts.

The kit box depicts HMS Skirmisher as having the 
black hull and buff funnel colour scheme with a fore 
and main mast. As an alternative, and to maintain 
continuity with the pictures published here, the 
model will be painted in a grey livery and with a 
single foremast as in Photo 18 and the very slightly 
reduced funnel height depicted in Photo 19. Like 
all kits there is a set of instructions, however if at 
any stage I see a suitable alternative then I’ll explain 
the reasons for adopting the change. The kit comes 
complete, but without motors, batteries and r/c gear 
and can be built using all the parts and fi ttings in the 
box, but there is scope for enhancing it, either by 
using optional Deans Marine upgrade packs, or your 
own materials.

Who can fail to be inspired by Photo 20 of 
her sister ship HMS Sentinel cutting through the 
water at speed, but unlike more modern warships, 
onboard pictures of HMS Skirmisher are few and far 
between, but I did come across Photo 21, which 
shows the mid-section of a warship very similar to 
HMS Skirmisher, but I cannot confi rm it actually is 
our featured vessel.

The kit

This comes with the hull carefully packed 
within a box and all the material for the decks, 
superstructure, masts and deck support beams 
securely packed on the top of an inner box which 
also provides support for the three trays of fi ttings. 
Their contents are all numbered for ease of 
identifi cation, coinciding with a checking and parts 
list. It really is advisable to reference the parts with 
this list before you remove the clear fi lm covering 

21

19

20

24

22

23

▲

Photo 24. Also available to upgrade 
the kit are wood decks and individual 
photo-etched stanchions.

Photo 21. What a smashing 
picture! Full of detail, 
including the rating working 
on the side. This may or 
may not be HMS Skirmisher, 
but it is useful nonetheless.

Photo 22. What’s in the box! Deans 
Marine 1:96 scale HMS Skirmisher 
has undergone a number of upgrades 
since being fi rst produced nearly 30 
years’ ago.

Photo 23. Resin moulded ship boats 
are now available for HMS Skirmisher.

Photo 19. HMS 
Skirmisher, port side, 
in grey and with a 
single forward mast.

Photo 20. An impressive 
picture of HMS Sentinel 
at speed, a sister ship to 
HMS Skirmisher.

of the trays, to ensure none 
are missing. Mistakes and 
misunderstandings often occur 
because people don’t read the 
instructions, Photo 22 being of 
what’s in the box.

It’s now nearly 30 years since 
HMS Skirmisher was introduced 
into the Deans Marine range and 
it is in the process of undergoing 
an upgrade, some of which are 
‘add-on’ additional cost items. 
For example, the ship’s boats 
are supplied as vac-formings, 
which is not unusual in kits, but there is also a full 
set of resin moulded alternatives, as in Photo 23. 

The detail of this is excellent, but it would push-up 
the kit price if all of such examples were included 
in the basic kit. A further example are the individual 
photo etched stanchions, Photo 24, rather than 
the pre-spaced lengths normally supplied. Installing 
individual stanchions will be time consuming, but 
they do usually look so much better on a model and 
‘proper’ wood decking is also available.

On the subject of stanchions there are also 
individual three ball cast brass types, which are 
cast and have fi ne round vertical sections, but 
are more expensive. Anyway, this model is being 
built as a working model and as such there will be 
some compromises and the aim is to construct 
something that is pleasing to display and can 
provide hours of enjoyment on the water, so let’s 
see what can be done!

Where to start?

As the instructions clearly state, the fi rst task is 
to make a boat stand! This may be obvious, but a 
good, well-fi tting and secure stand, will enable the 
model builder to work comfortably (and safely) on 
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was wounded at the point of victory and died 
aboard the Flagship HMS Foudroyant and he was 
subsequently buried in Malta. So the picture was of 
HMS Abercrombie, a big gun monitor named after 
that General.

The heyday of the big gun monitor was 
during WW1, but in fact HM Ships Roberts and 
Abercrombie where built during WW2 for Royal 
Navy service. The latter was launched from Vickers 
Armstrong on the Tyne on the 31st March 1942, 
entering service in May 1943. She was similar to 
her predecessors, having a displacement of 7850 
tons in a hull 373ft long and a beam of 89.75ft and 
was fi tted with two 15 inch plus eight 4 inch guns, 
sixteen 2pdr and sixteen 20mm.

A monitor provided gunfi re support, particular 
during amphibious operations. She had huge 
anti-torpedo bulges that also served to enable 
the ship to have a relatively small draft as well 
as stability as a gun platform, and was powered 
by turbines developing 4800shp driving two 
propshafts, giving a top speed of only 12 knots. 
HMS Abercrombie provided fi re support for 
various actions in the Mediterranean during 1943, 
in the process being damaged twice by mines. 
Completing repairs, HMS Abercrombie was directed 
to the Pacifi c to join the British Pacifi c Fleet in 
preparation for Operation Downfall, the invasion 
of Japan and Operation Olympic which was the 
invasion of the island of Kyushu. However, following 
the dropping of the atomic bombs, the war with 
Japan came to an end before HMS Abercrombie 
arrived in Japanese waters. On returning to the 
UK, the need for the big gun monitor was no more 
and although being reduced to an accommodation 
ship, the fi nal end came in December 1954 with her 
scrapping.

This month’s Mystery Picture, 
Photo 28

The clue is: The Pearl Harbour Strike Force found 
a carrier. 

References and 
acknowledgements

USS Columbus ref: US Cruisers - An Illustrated 
Design History by Norman Friedman, 
pages 394 to 400.
Conway’s All the World’s Fighting Ships, 
1947 to 1995, pages 577 to 578.
Naval Radar by Norman Friedman, USS Columbus, 
pages 165, 178, 179 & 182.
Ships and Aircraft of the US Fleets by Norman 
Polmar, pages 130 to 131 
HMS Skirmisher ref: Conway’s All the World’s 
Fighting Ships, page 85.
Warships of World War 1 by H M Le Fleming, page 
85. 
My thanks to Paul Blyth and the Potteries MBC for 
their help with preparing the pictures of 
USS Columbus. 
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Photo 26. Using the modelling clay 
(or plasticine) to mark the profi le of 
the stand.

Photo 27. Adding felt to the hull/stand 
edges protects the surface of the hull 
and also helps stop it sliding around.

Photo 28. This month’s Mystery 
picture. The clue is: The Pearl Harbour 
Strike Force found a carrier.

Photo 25. Modelling clay is an ideal 
material for accurately creating a 
reverse profi le to mark the shapes fro 
a secure supporting model stand.

the model.
If you are using a pre-formed hull and don’t have 

its body plan profi le, then the shape of the hull can 
be formed by using a strip of modellers clay (or 
even plasticine) laid over the hull gently following 
the contours where it is to sit on the stand. By 
gently removing the clay, you have the shape, and 
it’s as simple as that to reproduce an almost perfect 
reverse curve of the hull’s bottom, Photo 25.

Transfer this shape to a sheet of timber and mark 
the wood with a pencil, Photo 26. For cutting, a 
band saw is as good as anything for accurately 
sawing the shape. The same process was repeated 
for the other end of the hull stand supports. The 
two hull supports were then fi xed to two lengths 
of timber to space them correctly and all sanded 
ready for staining or painting, whichever you prefer. 
Once dry, strips of self-adhesive green felt were 
laid over the exposed stand/hull edges, ensuring a 
really good fi t and protection for the hull’s exterior 
surface, Photo 27.

Next month we will be installing the running 
gear, motors, speed controllers and rudder servo, 
whilst ensuring easy access for the batteries and 
maintenance, such as their charging.

Answer to the October 2014 
Mystery Picture

The clue was: The Battle of Aboukir?
This battle was fought between French and British 
forces near Alexandria in Egypt in March 1801. 
The commander of the British invasion force was 
General Sir Ralph Abercrombie, who although 
successfully defeating a French counter attack 
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nicely within our hobby. The idea was explored on 
the Model Boats Website Forum and arrangements 
duly made. Dates of the 1st and/or 8th June 
were set, these being the nearest Sundays to 
the 6th June, but also allowing for a bad weather 
postponement if needs be.

1st June

We are not a club as such and are simply a 
gathering of like-minded model boaters and usually 
there are about eight of us, but on this day we 
had 15 like-minded souls and well over 30 craft, 
including a dozen or so landing craft. A very good 
turnout for our pond, and the low fenced grassy 
knoll, where the boats are usually displayed, 
was quite full. Unfortunately, the sunny weather 
proceeding this fi rst Sunday in June had bought 
on a sudden growth of weed and the going on the 
water was diffi cult! It didn’t look too bad on the 
surface, but it seemed to be all over the pond and 
scuppered any attempts at formation sailing, and 
despite gathering all the landing craft behind my 
big LCT, we didn’t even manage 20 metres in any 
sort of order! Sadly, this also scuppered the other 
events planned to enliven the day.

As the focus was on the D-Day landings most 
of the models displayed were of the WW2 era and 
there were quite a number of excellent examples 
of model making on display. True to life, many of 
the landing craft had been mostly knocked up out 
of 4mm ply (in my case in particular!) for the event, 
but one or two had gone a bit further than others 
and there were plenty of tanks, soldiers and so on 
to add interest to them all.

Worthy of mention must be Trevor Holloway, 

J
ust inside the boundary wall in the north-
east of Bushy Park, Middlesex, there used 
to be a large WW2 American facility called 

Camp Griffi ss, and it was from here that General 
Eisenhower and his staff planned the D-Day 
landings 70 years ago with the exact spot being 
marked by a memorial. So, it was fi tting that an 
event on the pond in this park should be arranged to 
commemorate the anniversary, and that was what 
happened in early-June, 2014.

Bushy Park

On Sunday mornings, a group of us regularly gather 
to play with our boats on the boating pond, lying 
as it does a few hundred metres from what was 
Camp Griffi ss, and what better way to do this than 
by building and operating landing craft, as this fi ts 

event report

ABOVE: The happy group on Sunday 
1st June.

BELOW: It was not all just warships on 
the day! John Nixon’s US Coast Guard 
icebreaker Polar Star had its fi rst on 
the water voyage on this day. Note the 
horrible weed that appeared for the 
1st June, but had largely disappeared 
by the following Sunday.

D-Day Anniversary 
Event - 2014 Ashley Needham 

reports from Bushy Park
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who has been building boats on and off for a 
number of years. He pulled out all the stops and 
constructed a monster 200cm long corvette 
especially for the day. He has not before attempted 
a model this size or even used plank-on-frame as 
a construction technique, but it is a very worthy 
effort. Unfortunately, despite having been started in 
late-2013, the amount of work required on a model 
of this size is of an order not seen on smaller models 
and it remains ‘work–in-progress’ as of now, but is 
a truly a super model in the making. The amount 
of work required can only be appreciated when 
you are close to it, as is the huge amount of ballast 
required! By contrast, my 170cm long LCT was 
a straightforward build relatively speaking and of 
virtually a nil-draft design, so negating the ballast 
issue.

I think on the day we managed to tick all the 
boxes having a battleship, Ray Gale’s 1.5m HMS 
Belfast cruiser, corvettes, several torpedo boats, an 
HDML and even a Sunderland fl ying boat, to guard 
the landings! Enemy craft were represented by an 
S-boat and an LFM landing barge while a line of pill 
boxes defended the bench side of the grassy knoll!

8th June

Our second go on the 8th was a scaled-down affair 
with just the normal crew, but mercifully the weed 
had all gone so we were able to do a bit more.

Not a large event as events go, but I think 
we did ourselves proud over the two Sundays 
considering the small regular gathering and certainly 
the memory of D-Day, now 70 years ago, was 
commemorated in style and at a most fi tting place.

Ashley Needham (temporary Admiral!) ●

event report

ABOVE: Iain Darby’s Flower class corvette.

BELOW: Trevor Holloway’s two metre 
long corvette - still very much work in 
progress.

BELOW: Peter Ward’s LCM with Ashley 
Needham’s HMS Nelson behind it and the 
Sunderland non-fl ying boat at the back.

ABOVE: Ashley Needham’s Sunderland non-fl ying boat!

BELOW: The landing beach.

ABOVE: Ray Gale’s dazzle 
painted HDML - now that’s 
different!

ABOVE: Really super weathering on Iain Darby’s S-boat.

ABOVE: Ashley Needham’s ‘fl ack lander’.
ABOVE: Ashley 
Needham’s LCT 379.

LEFT: A US LCVP on its 
way to the beaches.
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models, one example being the fully functional 1:48 
scale bucket sand dredger Centaur, built by Dave 
Pemberton of the OWLS MBC, and constructed as 
when operated by the Mersey Docks and Harbour 
Board. Centaur was built in 1901 on the River 
Clyde by Fleming and Ferguson, being scrapped at 
Liverpool in 1958.

Apart from the recognizable lines of the Isle of 
Man (IOM) steamers, the River Mersey had in the 
past played host to the North Wales steamers St. 
Tudno, St. Seiriol and St. Trillo. It was a surprise 
to see a super model of the St. Tudno, this being 
built by the well-known local model maker Harry 
Wright, also known for his superb large scale IOM 
steamers.

Sadly with the passing of Harry, the model was 
for many years neglected until Dave Morris of the 
Wirral MBC took the opportunity to restore the 
model to its original working condition. The result is 
a piece of local modelling history for all to see and 
enjoy. Dave worked overtime during the festival 
coping with the endless stream of visitors and their 
questions about the model and its history.

T
he Mersey River festival is an annual 
event, held in mid-June, blending a festival 
atmosphere with a host of maritime activities 

in and around the Liverpool waterfront over three 
days. These activities for 2014 included full-size 
power boat racing, yacht and raft racing, traditional 
seamanship routines performed by Sea Cadet units 
plus a spectacular air show. The Type 45 destroyer 
HMS Dauntless was open to the public and a Royal 
Marine Band were on hand and playing over the 
weekend.

Models

This exhibition was hosted by the Liverpool MBC, 
ably supported by local clubs including those 
from Southport, Wirral and the Omskirk & West 
Lancashire MBC (OWLS). Their location within the 
Liner Terminal area was great for displaying models 
as there was plenty of space, excellent natural light, 
a superb café and a grandstand view of the ships 
including the Trinity House Vessel Galatea.

There was a really good and varied selection of 

event report

LEFT: The 
Liverpool main 
waterfront was 
a stunning 
backdrop for the 
Mersey River 
Festival.

RIGHT: The model 
boat exhibition 
at the Liner 
Terminal was a 
great success and 
a big draw for the 
general public.

BELOW AND BOTTOM: This scratch 
built fully functioning model of the 
sand dredger Centaur has been built 
by Dave Pemberton of the OWLS MBC. 

ABOVE: A scratch built working model of the Mersey Docks and Harbour Board salvage 
vessel Salvor, on the OWLS MBC stand.

Mersey River 
Festival 2014

Dave Wooley 
reports from 
Liverpool 
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Another unusual model was that of a Clyde built 
yacht associated in the 1930’s with royalty, these 
being Edward VIII and later King Carol II of Romania. 
After the deposing of King Carol II, the vessel 
became a fl oating restaurant on the River Danube, 
but was eventually acquired by a yacht broker and 
it is now in the ownership of Sir James Dyson, 
suitably restored. The model was displayed by Brian 
Hughes on the OWLS stand.

Also featured were a number of John Glossop 
warship models supplied to the exhibition by the 
Royal Navy, their centrepiece being a model of the 
Type 42 destroyer HMS Liverpool.

The real thing?

The festival attracted sail training ships such as the 
Stavros S Niarchos, Pelican, Spirit of Fairbridge and 
others, as well as in the Canning Half-Tide Dock 
was the UK Boarder Force cutter Vigilant. This is a 
particularly smart looking vessel and one that would 
make an equally good looking model, but the centre 
of attraction at the Liner Terminal were defi nitely 
THV Galatea and HMS Dauntless. There were also 
numerous on the water displays, but for me the 
most impressive was ‘fl y-boarding’, which is the art 
of ‘fl ying’ on jets of water!

Conclusion

The model exhibition, because of its location, 
attracts a lot of interest from the general public, 
which is a good thing. This whole event is aimed 
at the general public, so exposure of our hobby by 
these participating clubs can only do us some good 
and remember, the whole event is free, so you 
can’t do much better than that! Please check the 
press for the 2015 dates. ●

event report

RIGHT: Representing 
the Tall Ships Youth 
Trust was the Stavros 
S Niarchos, built in 
2000.

LEFT: A regular 
visitor to the River 
Mersey is the UK 
Boarder Force cutter 
Vigilant.

ABOVE: Fly boarding! (Perhaps 
the next prize in a competition 
- Editor!)

ABOVE: The illuminated Trinity House Vessel Galatea.

RIGHT AND INSET: Brian Hughes with the superb model of 
the 1930’s yacht Nahlin that Edward VIII and the Romanian 
royal family used, and is now owned by the entrepreneur 
and inventor Sir James Dyson!

LEFT: The model boat 
organising team of the 
Liverpool MBC.

RIGHT: The model of the St. Tudno rekindled memories 
of a bygone age for local residents Joan and Mal Lloyd 
from when it sailed between Liverpool and Llandudno 
in the 1950’s.

ABOVE LEFT: Tall ships are 
very much part of the River 
Festival.
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2014 Marblehead 
World Championship

Roger Stollery 
reports 

Tuesday

This featured continuous rain and wind in a similar 
direction, but did not deter either competitors or 
offi cials who pushed the racing on to achieve 25 
heats and at least fi ve races per competitor. The 
standard of racing was high and the keenness at 
the starting line led to several general recalls. 
Wednesday 

It was wet again(!), but there was more wind from the 
NW, so the Marblehead boats made a great spectacle, 
fl ying downwind in B or C rigs. Races 9 to 14 were 
won by either Brad Gibson or Graham Bantock, who 
won four. Ante Kovacevic took three third places and 
Peter Stollery took a second and a third.
Thursday

It was all change again with hot and sunny weather, 
but a light wind that was gradually shifting from 
NW to WSW. There was very little wind and some 
delays when the wind died to almost nothing. In 
Race 16, Brad Gibson and Peter Stollery were 
unlucky at the gate as they were in the leading 
group, but had to give water to the two leading 
inside boats. However this allowed water for all the 
following boats and they ended up at the back of 
the A heat and were demoted into B. This race was 
won by Yannick Rossignol sailing a TRAMONTANE 
design. Brad got out of the B fl eet and went on to 
win Races 17 and 18. 
Friday

The fi nal day did not start well as there was no wind 
and fog, but this gave the opportunity to take lots of 
good photographs of the various national teams and 
interview the leading competitors!

Racing did get started at 12 o’clock in a light 
westerly breeze and Race 19 was won by Remi 
Bres sailing an old MARGO 2 design and the fi nal 
race was won by another French skipper, Marc 
Pomarede, sailing his TRAMONTANE design with 
Brad in second and third places in those races. As 
a result, Brad’s consistency throughout the event 
allowed him to retain his World Champion title by a 
big margin with his GRUNGE design.

Event organisation
Harry Drenth managed the heats and scores from 
his computer in the control tower with information 
on screens in the clubhouse, boathouse and the 

T
his event, sponsored by Magic Marine, was 
hosted by the R & ZV club in Reeuwijk, 
Gouda, Holland, also the venue for the Dutch 

National Championships for the last few years and 
well known to several British sailors. Everyone 
enjoyed the event, despite the wet conditions 
in the middle of the week. The Dutch were very 
hospitable and sailors were made very welcome 
by this full-size sailing club, which is very well 
appointed and had excellent facilities for the 69 
competitors, their partners and spectators.

Racing was organised from a raised square 
control area at the end of a long jetty, part of which 
also acted as the launching area. Informal racing 
started on the Sunday and was as much practice 
for the umpires and race offi cers, as it was for the 
competitors. 

Championship racing 

Monday

After a slow start, racing gathered pace so that 
then at least 20 heats were sailed every day, giving 
competitors at least four races. The wind was NW 
light and fl uky, particularly at the windward mark 
where it blew over the trees and houses. The four 
leading boats on the fi rst day; Brad Gibson, Graham 
Bantock, Joop de Jong and Ante Kovacevic, set the 
pattern that was to run throughout the whole event.

event report

RIGHT: Peter Stollery (39) and Brad 
Gibson (42) needed all their skill to 

get out of this ‘B’ heat. 

BELOW: Jean-Pierre Geiser’s OCTAVE, 
one of several non-production own 
designs.
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In addition there were some older hull designs 
upgraded with new foils and rigs. Darin Ballington’s 
ROK was a good example, where this 15 year-old 
hull design has been modifi ed by a longer fi n and 
lighter bulb set further aft to keep the bow up. By 
careful tuning of his conventional rig he was able 
to compete with swing rigs, which are now used 
almost universally for the A rig. The CRAZY TUBE 
design is also 15 years old and has recently had the 
same treatment with a David Creed fi n and bulb 
and a reduction in displacement, now getting close 
to that of a one metre yacht, but with 3.3 kg of 
ballast at the end of a deep fi n. Swing rigs are used 
on every suit and the recent development of offset 
pivot swing rigs for the lower suits for stronger 
winds has been particularly successful at the British 
Nationals as well as at Gouda. 

Useful websites

Marblehead Yachts UK: www.marbleheadsailing.
wordpress.com.
Marblehead World Championships: 
www.rmworlds2014.com 

control tower. This was in lieu of the normal ticket 
board and generally worked well. The buddied 
observer/umpiring was generally better than the 
previous world championship, but there were still 
some issues to be addressed. Apart from not being 
able to see all of the course easily, there were often 
problems with the course itself, with the starboard 
end bias of the start lines and the bias and distance 
between the marks at the gate not achieving 
the benefi ts normally expected by competitors. 
However, all of the race committee and organisers 
worked hard and were thanked for their efforts at 
the prize giving. 

The GBR team enjoyed themselves both on 
the water and in the social gatherings in Gouda 
itself, which is a beautiful town with some lovely 
buildings. The success of Brad Gibson retaining 
his World Champion title and being hard pressed 
by Graham Bantock with Peter Stollery and Darin 
Ballington also in the top 10, was the icing on 
the cake. The standard of all the boats and sailing 
was very high and many of the GBR team found 
themselves in a lower heat than they expected.

The boats 

Their were many more own-design and built boats, 
that matched the performance of ‘production’ 
yachts. Whilst most boats were made of carbon 
fi bre there was one beautiful Italian boat planked 
in timber. All were narrow with draughts just over 
600mm, but not many to the maximum 700mm. 

As a designer, this event was very interesting 
because of the great range of unique hull designs 
taking part, far outnumbering previous occasions 
and showing great enthusiasm for the class. 

event report

ABOVE: The typical deck plan of a 
modern Marblehead is that it is very 
narrow, parallel-sided and with a chine 
in the topsides.

ABOVE: Darin Ballington was a happy 
eighth with an older, but upgraded, 
ROK design. 

LEFT: Peter Stollery 
(middle ) collecting 
his 5th position prize.

RIGHT: Brad Gibson 
- World Champion 
once again! 

Website content includes:

● A Gallery which features photo albums of models, 
including some under construction by Model Boats 
readers and being updated as they progress.

● A Forum that has sections for:
Beginners, General, R/C and Accessories, Static, Kits, 
Scratch build, Steam, Vintage, Events and Chat.

● A Features area that has sections for:
Build Features, Kit and Product Reviews, Hints, 
Tips and Technical, Show and Regatta Reports and 
General Interest Articles on Model Boating.

● A Link to www.myhobbystore.com which has over 
3000 plans available and numerous modelling items, 
books and kits. These can all be purchased online.

Model Boats Magazine is now only a 
click away! You can find us online at...

www.modelboats.co.uk
M
c

MODEL BOATS ONLINE!

t has s

Results (top ten only)
1st:  Brad Gibson   GBR
2nd: Graham Bantock  GBR 
3rd:  Ante Kovacevis  CRO 
4th:  Joop de Jonge  NED  
5th:  Peter Stollery  GBR
6th:  Laurent Gerbeaud  FRA 
7th:  Yannick Rossigno  FRA 
8th:  Darin Ballington GBR
9th:  Loic Botherol  FRA 
10th:  Gilles di Crescenzo  FRA



32 www.modelboats.co.uk     Model Boats November 2014

building Henri Mignet’s Flying Flea personal aircraft, 
and when that fell from favour (fell from the sky in 
fact, when it encountered an obscure aerodynamic 
condition!) he replaced it with do-it-yourself plans 
for building the Luton Minor aircraft in 1938.

If you couldn’t afford to buy a car, you could build 
your own three-wheeled one for £20 in 1936, or a 
year later, a four-wheeler for £25. The magazine’s 
August 1935 masthead gives some idea of the 
incredible range of subjects covered, starting with 
‘Television Made Easy’ – yes, you made your own! 
Over the years, designs were published for clocks, 
telescopes, cameras, projectors, a Geiger counter, 
radios, musical instruments, a caravan, a submarine 
telephone, a spot welder, an Orrery and so on. My 
spell checker did not even know what an Orrery is, 
but it is a mechanical device for demonstrating the 
motion of heavenly bodies.

Of course, Camm’s job was that of editor, and 
most of the articles were by other contributors, but 
it was necessary for him to keep up-to-date with 
technical developments across the board, assess 
the practicality of projects and answer technical 
queries. The breadth of his ability is shown by the 
many other titles for which he was editor, namely 
Practical Wireless, Practical Motorist and Practical 
Television are notable examples, along with the 
Hobbies periodicals and annuals. He claimed to 
write an average of 20000 words every week.

As was common in those less litigious times, 
Practical Mechanics projects would commonly 
involve the use of strong chemicals, unguarded 
tools, lethal voltages or precarious practices that 

A workaholic, Frederick J. Camm was found 
ill at his desk by the cleaner in February 
1959 and died at home on the 18th at the 

age of 63. His eldest brother Sydney had found 
fame in the aviation industry as the designer of the 
Hawker Hurricane, but Frederick’s fame came from 
the editorship of numerous magazines with the 
‘Practical’ prefi x as well as the writing or editing of 
some 120 books on technical subjects, mostly for 
the publisher George Newnes Ltd. Opinionated and 

liable to give offence at times, it seems 
he was nevertheless approachable and 
popular and it was with affection that 
his magazines came to be known as 
‘Camm’s Comics’. The best known of 
these, and the one of most interest to 
model makers, was Practical Mechanics.

Practical Mechanics

This appeared monthly and the fi rst 
issue was for October 1933. In the 
midst of the Great Depression there 
wasn’t much money around, but there 
was a great talent and desire for 
making and repairing things. Practical 
Mechanics tapped into this, providing 
plans and instructions for making all 
manner of household items as well as 
more ambitious projects like aircraft 
and cars – not just model aircraft and 
cars! In 1935 the magazine carried 
the fi rst English instructions for 

history

RIGHT: Masthead from the August 
1936 Practical Mechanics.

ABOVE: Frederick J. Camm.

John Parker delves into the archives

20: F. J. Camm and Practical Mechanics

Flotsam & Jetsam
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could be safely assumed, so steam plants were 
popular subjects in Practical Mechanics, sometimes 
with a turbine engine, along with paddle steamers, 
launches and other nautical subjects to put their 
power to use. One 1935 design for a steam launch, 
the Streamlinia, was put into production by 
Bassett-Lowke and became quite well 
known. To illustrate the typical style of 
model boat projects presented in Practical 
Mechanics, I have included an extract 
from the article ‘A Model Steam Launch’ 
that appeared in the August 1952 issue. 
This actually made it onto the front cover, 
still in black and white at this time after 
the diffi culties of the war years. Metal 
construction is used with the model being 

would cause a current day Occupational Health and 
Safety Consultant to suffer instant heart failure, 
but fortunately his followers generally survived and 
came back for more. In amongst the 

full-size projects came a steady stream of 
modelling projects. Some bordered on the fretwork/
craft project side of things, but others were genuine 
engineering miniatures of aircraft, ships, engines 
or vehicles. Camm himself was an accomplished 
model engineer, able to machine castings to 
build model locomotives and internal combustion 
engines. At an early age he had founded in 1911 
the Windsor Model Aeroplane Club, together with 
his brother Sydney, and reported on model aircraft 
developments as model editor for Flight magazine. 

The ability of a reader to silver solder a boiler 

history

ABOVE: Some of the titles that 
Frederick Camm edited.

LEFT: Constructing the steam 
launch Vanesa.

ABOVE: Cover of the August 1952 
Practical Mechanics.

The ability of a reader to 
silver solder a boiler could 
be safely assumed, so steam 

plants were popular subjects in 
Practical Mechanics
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history

freelance rather than scale, to 
be powered by a two-cylinder 
home built model steam 
plant. In this era, building 
the boat model was often 
not the end in itself, but a 
means to harness a 
home-built engine or 
demonstrate a home-built 
radio control apparatus.

In 1940 Camm was 
editor for the book Model 
Boat Building, largely a 
compilation of material 
that had previously 
appeared in Practical 
Mechanics and other 
Newnes publications. 
The preface includes 
an offer to advise on 
any model boat topic 
not covered in the 
book, a service that 
Camm provided for 

most of the works that 
carried his name. Being well versed in electronic 
developments, he was in an ideal position to report 
on, and encourage, the application of radio control 
to models and his introductory book on the subject, 
Radio Controlled Models, appeared in 1958.

Throughout the 1950’s, Practical Mechanics 
carried articles and series on radio control topics 
using the cumbersome valve equipment of the 
time, but transistors were on the horizon and 
the February 1960 issue showed how to build a 
transistor model control receiver.

Practical Mechanics began its life with a 262 x 
215mm cover carrying full-colour commissioned 
art work, but was reduced to a single-colour cover 

with black-and-white photograph after 1940 due to 
wartime restrictions. It did not return to a full-colour 
cover, again with commissioned artwork relating to 
that month’s content, until the October 1952 issue. 
The covers reverted to two-colour once again in 
1959, signalling the start of the magazine’s decline 
following the death of its founder and perhaps a rise 
in living standards which made it possible for people 
to buy, rather than rely on having to make, their own 
hobby equipment or household items.

Closure

By 1963, the magazine had become Practical 
Mechanics and Science, still published by George 
Newnes, but had shrunk to 230 x 155mm and was 
printed on poor quality newsprint. Line work was 
clear, but photographs lacked contrast and there 
was a defi nite hint that some of the material was 
old or recycled. For example, reading the article in 
the February 1963 issue on building a scale model 
of the Thornycroft coastal motor boat, the author 
refers to damage suffered by his prototype model 
during a May 1941 bombing raid that caused part of 
the ceiling to collapse upon it! For readers, the end 
came suddenly and without prior announcement, 
just short of the magazine’s thirtieth birthday. Four 
stark lines on the bottom of the sixteenth page of 
the August 1963 issue announced that it would be 
the last, and ended with the valedictory: ‘Though 
Practical Mechanics and Science is ceasing to exist, 
we know that practical mechanics will always be 
found at their home work benches’!

It is not often now that you come across one of 
the 352 issues of Practical Mechanics that were 
published, but to do so provides a reminder of the 
manual skills we seem to have largely lost over the 
years and of how one remarkable man, not so very 
long ago, was able to keep abreast of all of them.●

LEFT: Radio controlled boat 
mechanism, February 1953.

ABOVE: Radio controlled 
models series, August 1955.

ABOVE: Coastal Motor Boat 
February 1963
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build a model boat. The venue is easy to fi nd, being 
adjacent to Doncaster Racecourse, has ample free 
parking space and a good restaurant serving hot 
meals, drinks and snacks.

The models and traders 

The standard of models on display was once again 
very high and the competitions were judged by 
Tom Gorman and Peter Riches. The Best Boat in 
the Show award was won by Bob Hodgson’s model 
of the local vessel Humber Guardian. However a 
disappointing aspect of this year’s competition was 
that despite supplying a number of trophies, there 
were no entrants in the Junior classes. Maybe this 
is a sign that model boating is increasingly being 
perceived as an old man’s hobby?

Traders? Well there were the usual ones, some 

T
he Conisbrough and District Modelling 
Association (CADMA) held their annual show 
in the sports hall of the Doncaster Deaf Trust 

early in June. This is the second year this venue 
has been used and it seems to be proving popular 
as there were more clubs and traders in attendance 
than in 2013. To increase the space inside the hall, 
the Bring & Buy stall was moved to a marquee 
outside and there were a number of peripheral 
traders with external stands as well. There were 
17 club or group stands and 17 traders , including a 
wide cross section of kit and component suppliers, 
providing pretty well anything you could want to 

show report

ABOVE: Little Shuva built by Darran Newman attracted a lot 
of attention on the Goole MBC stand. The full sized vessel 
plies its trade in Goole Docks and as its name implies, 
shoving things around!

RIGHT: Jenny Edwards, restored 
by Elizabeth Jones and winner of 
the rigged and sail section of the 
competition.

ABOVE: The Balne Moor MBC stand, winner of the 
Best Stand in the Show and as usual, well stocked with 
a wide and impressive variety of tugs!

ABOVE: A fi ne cockpit on this speedboat model named 
Inspiration, built by Colin McCaig and on the Rawdon MBC stand.ABOVE: A view of the hall from the balcony - clubs in the middle and traders on the outside walls.

Gareth Jones 
reports

CADMA Northern Model 
Boat Show - 2014
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with new items for sale and of course you do have 
the opportunity to actually see and feel what you 
are buying, which is no bad thing.

Conclusion

At the end of the show, Bryan Smith announced 
that he was retiring from the task of organising the 
event and next year the show would be under new 
management. No doubt he will be keeping an eye 
on the organisation, but it will be an opportunity 
for a new team to build on what has become a 
successful and popular event in Yorkshire and 
easily reachable from the North East and Central 
England.●

show report

RIGHT: An unusual 
subject on the Surface 
Warships Association 
stand was HMS P28, 
a P class patrol boat 
from 1916, built by 
Tom Butler.

LEFT: Hull Castaways 
had this set of models 
to illustrate how a small 
model hull can take shape.

An unusually small and 
simple steam powered 
launch on the CADMA stand.

BELOW: The powerplant in Bryan 
Smith’s model of Lady Celia, on the 
CADMA stand.

BELOW: A nicely detailed model of an 
RNLI RIB on the Redcar MBC stand.

RIGHT: Models by Design now supply 
a range of 1:12 scale fi gures, including 
this intrepid lifeboat crew.

BELOW: Alan Horne is well known 
for his beautifully engineered J Class 
yacht hulls, but he also makes fi nely 
moulded powerboat hulls such as 
Excalibur.

BELOW: Mac’s Mouldings 
have added to their 
ever-widening range of 
large scale resin fi ttings 
with these King Crab 
sorters.

BELOW: Bob Allison’s Vietnam War era river patrol boat on 
the York MBC stand. Those of you who are into landing craft 
will recognise that it is based on what was a WW2 LCM 3 
hull, a common conversion in the 1960’s.
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furnished like the Swan Hunter Shipyard. Having 
spent most of my adult life teaching young people 
how to design and make things, using tools and 
solving problems, I know that there is a need in 
most of them to explore how things work. Model 
clubs in schools have always been enthusiastically 
attended, whether they be for round-the-pole 
electric aircraft, rockets, free-fl ight aircraft, indoor 
foam r/c model aeroplanes and even small electric 
powered model boats made from recycled 
materials. Despite all of this, it seems that only a 
small number then continue with such a hobby.

Most teachers in Design and Technology 
Departments would jump at the chance to have 
a model boat club after school once a week, and 
when you couple that to having a model boating 
lake not too far away to test and run models, it is 
a reasonable assumption that if not now, then one 
day in the future one of the students will come back 
to the hobby when there is not so much going on in 
their lives. To this end I mentally explored what you 
would need to make a club like this succeed and 
my thoughts revolved around:
A local secondary school who were interested in 
having a club and allowing it to take place in their 
workshops.
A technology teacher in that school who is 
prepared to stay behind to support and supply the 
necessary qualifi ed, safety and police clearances 

I
f you look at the pictures, you will see an array 
of some of the models I have been ‘messing 
about with’ over the last few of years. Whilst 

they represent various types of craft, they all have 
one major thing in common and that is that the are 
all of the hard chine type. This, from experience, 
has resulted in models that which may appear to 
be totally different, can handle all kinds of water 
conditions, are very stable and are all capable 
of considerable speed (if you wish it!) and are 
generally really good fun to operate.

I don’t know what started off the train of thought 
leading to this article, but I think it was when I was 
engrossed in bemoaning the fate of model boating 
and the vagaries of the ‘young generation’ and their 
apparent disinterest in anything constructive and 
a couple of jovial members of the Luton & District 
MBC and myself expounded on possible ways of 
righting these wrongs in the Victorian splendour of a 
show at Alexandra Palace. In the chaos of the North 
Circular Road on my way home, I reasoned that 
most of us old and slightly wrinkled boat modellers 
had started the hobby later in life, when we had 
some money to spare, a bit more time and a wife 
who was glad to see the back of us so she could 
get her hands on the TV control for a change!

There are young and enthusiastic boat modellers 
out there, but are often in a family of keen model 
boaters’ in a home where the spare bedroom is 

special feature

The ‘Amazing’
Ron Rees’ basic all 
purpose hull made 
from Depron

RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRooooooooooonnnnnnnnnnnn  RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRReeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeessssssssssss  RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRoooooooooooooooonnnnnnnnnnnn RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRReeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesssssssssss’’’’’’’’’’’ bbbbbbbbbbbbbaaaaaaaaaaassssssssssiiiiiiicccccccccc aaaaaaaaaaaaallllllllllllll  bbbbbbbbbbbbbaaaaaaaaasssssssssiiiiiiiiccccccccc aaaaaaaaallllllllllllllllllll
pppppppppppppuuuuuuuuuuurrrrrrrrrrrrpppppppppppppooooooooooosssssssssssseeeeeeeeeeee  hhhhhhhhhhhhhuuuuuuuuuuullllllllllllllllllll  mmmmmmmmmmmmmaaaaaaaaaaaaadddddddddddddeeeeeeeeeeee 
ffffffffffffffrrrrrrrrrrrrooooooooooommmmmmmmmmmmm  DDDDDDDDDDDDeeeeeeeeeeeeeppppppppppppprrrrrrrrrrrrooooooooooonnnnnnnnnnn

Ron Rees’ basic all 
purpose hull made 
from Depron

ABOVE: The completed Swift PCF boat 
based on the Amazing Hull, on the 
water at Fishers Green SC.

Most teachers in Design and 
Technology Departments 

would jump at the chance to 
have a model boat club after 

school once a week
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easily using templates and that didn’t need 
specialist modelling tools and equipment.
Two or more model boat club members who 
were prepared to get the thing going, this perhaps 
being the most important.

So what now?

This article is not just aimed at people who would 
like to get a school or junior club model boating 
section going, but is for anyone who would like 
to have a go at building an incredibly simple, fast 
and cheap fun model, and perhaps something that 
their grandchildren could have a go at. The main 
thing in its favour is the design, as we know from 
experience that this shape is stable, strong and 
simple to build, yet fast, indeed very fast, which of 
course is paramount when you design a model for 
younger people. The overall shape can be easily 
modifi ed to cover most of the full-size profi les that 
interest people, particularly youngsters, which is 
part of its appeal.

One key thing that we do not want, is to expect 
youngsters to stay enthusiastic when faced with 
month’s of work! It seems to be true nowadays 
that they want quick results, but when I think back, 

and who can lock-up afterwards.
A nearby club pond where youngsters could meet 
the adult club members and run their models and 
bear in mind that some schools have their own 
swimming pool, which could be utilised.
A simple and easy to build cheap and reliable 
design of model boat that gave scope to be built in 
many different guises.
A model where the parts could be batch-produced 

special feature

ABOVE: A US Swift PCF boat. Note the 
state of it and the lifejackets etc. hung 
on its railings.

FROM LEFT BELOW: Conventionally 
built wooden American style leisure 
boat; Torpedo boat built from a 
Glynn Guest plan; Traditionally built 
wooden hulled Norfolk Broad’s style 
of leisure craft; The fi rst foam hulled 
model, a Fairey Huntress; Targa, 
the foam hulled police launch (MB 
September to November 2014); RAF 
ST207 (MB July 2014).
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so did I when I was their age. Whatever we build 
must be achievable and even if the build quality 
and paint fi nish is a total mess, it should still work 
well. Because of this we can’t expect youngsters 
to doggedly wade through a full set of complicated 
formers, longitudinal strips, strip planking (or double 
diagonal!) and all the rubbing down, lining and glass-
fi bre over the insides and/or the outside, etc. etc. 
We could always go for a vac-formed or GRP hull, 
but these aren’t cheap and defeat the whole object.

Designing the basic hull

As regular readers of this magazine know, I enjoy 
‘messing around’ with new materials and ideas. 

RIGHT: All the template parts for the 
model. One of the plan copies has 
been cut up and the pieces of paper 
stuck onto the card, with the exception 
of the side and bottom skins.

LEFT: The adhesive used was Deluxe Materials R/C 
Modellers Glue for most of the building. This adhesive can 
be used on one side only and has to be pinned and left for 
an hour, after which it dries clear. It is very strong on foam, 
fi lls gaps and can be used on clear acetate windscreens with 
confi dence as it doesn’t fog the plastic.
UHU POR is a very good alternative for joining the bulk of 
the foam work. It should be spread thinly on both mating 
surfaces, left for 5 to 10 minutes then brought together, 
which is a faster method but more fi ddly. ZAP Foam Safe CA 
is very expensive for the quantity you get and must be used 
with its own Foam Safe ‘Kicker’ otherwise it can remain 
wet for ages on foam. I thought it was pricey, being nearly 
£13 for both and a tiny 20 gram (0.7 ounce) bottle of glue at 
that! Despite this it is very useful on high stressed areas or 
where you don’t have enough hands, clamps or pins to hold 
two diffi cult ‘springy’ parts together. Two part epoxy? I used 
Z-Poxy fi ve minute, but only for the motor, propeller and 
rudder mountings. It is great on foam and other materials 
like wood or metal to foam, but relatively speaking it is 
heavy. We do understand its gap fi lling properties and in 
small quantities it has its place in a lightweight model.

ABOVE: This photo shows the decking 
piece being drawn so that you have 
a one piece deck. Check that the 
complete piece will clear the edge of 
the sheet of Depron when fl ipped over, 
then draw a centre line.

RIGHT: Glue one plywood side 
support to the keel, weight down fl at 
and leave to dry. When set, trim away 
propshaft slot before adding second 
plywood side.

Most of my recent models have been based on a 
carved solid (or laminated) block of blue (builder’s) 
polystyrene foam. This system works really well, 
but then I know that careful shaping, checking 
and re-checking what you have carved, is the only 
way to ensure a true, accurate and scale hull. 
Unfortunately you can’t guarantee that beginners 
or school students will do this and if you want to 
guarantee success, you end up doing it for them, 
which is not the idea. So what was needed, was an 
almost foolproof method that was quick and easy 
where a few minor mistakes were not the end of 
the world.

My fi rst model boat was a Keil Kraft EeZeBilt 
Triton cabin cruiser. Triton was one of a set of seven 

“ ”
Whatever we build must be 
achievable and even if the 

build quality and paint fi nish 
is a total mess

1

2

3

4
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beginner’s models, aimed specifi cally at the young 
newcomer to model boating and Ernie Webster, 
Eddie Keils’ young designer, came up with a simple 
slot together hard chine hull design in die-cut 
balsawood. Other talented model designers took 
the hard chine hull design and applied it in various 
ways to create foolproof kits. Les Rowell, another 
model boat designer, took ‘Egg Box’ construction as 
it was called and applied it to his boat kit designs, 
just like Ernie Webster. The late Vic Smeed, 
another prolifi c and talented designer, modifi ed and 
improved many designs to keep in line with the fast 
growing technology of that period. Today, Glynn 
Guest regularly applies the lessons learned from 
these pioneers and often uses similar methods in 
his Free Plan models.

The fact is that this slot-together concept allows 
us to build a simple yet strong hull that almost self-
aligns as it goes together. The only fi ddly bits being 
sanding the open structure at right angles once 
dry and pinning down the outer skins at the bow. 
Compared to the plank-on-frame method, this is a 
massive and practical step forward.

In reality we don’t need all the framework to 
make a basic hull shape - just take a look at a 
welded aluminium dinghy of today or a vac-formed 
moulding, as we only need to make joints where 
the skins meet. The 1960’s Mirror Dinghy used a 
‘stitch and glue method’ and the internal supports 
were only there to support the seats, deck, the 
mast step and rowlocks, keeping the hull shape 
intact.

In the plan design shown here, the framework 
enables the self-alignment of the constituent parts 
to ensure accuracy without complicated jigs, giving 
a fi rm base for the motor, propshaft and rudder 
assemblies and supporting the transom and deck. 
So, in the interests of simplicity, the whole model 
relies on a straight centre line.
    As a result, I started with a simple keel that was 
strengthened each side by adding 3mm Lite Ply 
doublers and this is the only part that really needs 
to be 100% straight. This ‘Motor Stick’ principle, 
as we used to call it when building free fl ight 
rubber aeroplanes, is a rigid base on which to fi x all 
the propulsive hardware and the other frames. It 
ensures that the motor, coupling and propshaft align 

ABOVE: While the keel is drying, prepare the parts for the transom. Use an offcut of 6mm to make 
sure the gaps are nice and snug.

LEFT: Transom parts glued 
and pinned together and 
in the background the keel 
parts are weighted down on 
a fl at surface to dry properly. 
This is quite important as 
everything is built on the 
keel.

BELOW: Using pins and some 90 degree weights, glue the assembled keel on the 
centre line of the chine deck and leave to dry.

BELOW: Glue the triangular formers, in pairs as shown on the plan, into position 
between the keel and the edge of the chine to create the bottom of the hull.

6

5

7 8 
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The Amazing - 
Plan No. MM2099
A printed double-size version 
of this plan is available direct 
from MyHobbyStore Ltd. 
and is priced at £7.50 + p/p. 
MyHobbyStore plans may be 
purchased online at 
www.myhobbystore.co.uk 
or please tel: 0844 848 8822, 
1000hrs to 1600hrs, 
Monday to Friday.
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properly and if carefully built and weighted down 
fl at when drying, forms the centre line piece of a 
model, which is so critical to its accuracy. 

It was decided to dispense with cutting the slots 
and tabs so beloved by the early designers. the 
model builder now relying on a set square or similar 
to ensure 90 degree joints. This makes cutting out 
the parts so much quicker and if a part doesn’t 
exactly line up, it will be sanded fl at anyway and 
covered by the main hull skins, as remember that 
this truly is a quick build and/or beginner’s model.

Consequently, a set of plans were drawn AFTER 
making a prototype hull. If it didn’t look right I 
changed it, but doing it this way I knew for certain 
that the drawings worked.

The drawings supplied here can be enlarged to 
A2 on the photocopier (x 2) to give a fi nished basic 
hull 20 inches long by 6.5 inches beam and a depth 
at the bow of 4.25 inches (510 x 170 x 105mm). 
Two copies should be made so one of them can 
be cut up to make the templates. A standard 400 
brushed motor would be adequate for sport use, 
but a 2820 size 1000kv brushless motor was 
eventually fi tted which makes for a very spritely fun 
model! You can of course enlarge, or even reduce 
the size, as you think best. 

Getting started

After cutting out a set of paper patterns, stick these 
on to card, or if you are planning to supply a model 
club of any sort, thin aluminium or good quality 
birch plywood would last much longer. There is also 
the option of cutting several kits at once using a 
hot wire cutter and this method benefi ts from an 
aluminium pattern for the larger quantities. Gather 
together the basic tools needed to build one of 
these Depron boats, namely:

ABOVE: Glue the transom assembly and the front deck support on the centre line. Ensure they are at 90 
degrees, although the side formers, if they are cut accurately, will ensure the correct angles.

ABOVE: Pin and glue the top deck into the recess in the 
transom piece and ensuring it is central, the forward 
part to the front deck support.

RIGHT: Add the deck and side supports between the deck 
sheet and the chine sheet in pairs. Try to line them up 
with each other to maintain equal stresses, and if you 
opted to extend the hull’s length, add more of these as 
needed. Ensure the edges protrude just a little over the 
edge so they can be sanded to give the exact angle of 
the side skins. The sanding block you make must easily 
span the distance and only light forwards and backwards 
action is needed. The foam can be damaged if you slip 
off the frames and dig the corner in, so take it slowly as 
Depron sands much more easily than wood and it only 
takes a short while. Just make sure the formers follow 
the angle and the edges of those preceding are 
feathered nicely.

9
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● A good quality model knife with a sharp blade.
● A steel ruler and fi ne marker.
● A supply of model pins, cutting mat and a 
sanding block.

I am a believer in keeping models as light as 
possible and strong, as you can always add weight, 
but it is nearly impossible to remove it if a model 
does not perform very well. There is also the need 
to make a beginner’s or fun model like this as 
simple and cheap as possible, so the materials need 
to be easy to cut and shape. There is also the fact 
that there is virtually no dust when rubbing-down 
and this is a big plus when building models in a 
domestic environment.

Having designed some indoor fl yers for kids at 
one of my school clubs, I am well versed in the 
use of Depron. This white polystyrene sheet is 
incredibly light and much stronger than people 
think. It is very easy to cut with just a sharp 
modelling knife and sands easily, plus it has no grain 
direction so can be cut in any way from the sheet 
to get the best out of the raw material. The 2 and 
3mm thick sheets will bend quite easily, so are ideal 
for one piece hull skins while the 6mm thick sheet 
makes for a very rigid structure. (Recently that there 
was a lovely little Depron Fairey Swordsman kit 
available on eBay. The performance photos looked 
great and our hull should do the same)

Costs are a consideration. A one square metre 
sheet of 6mm Depron cost £5, and a similar size 
sheet of 3mm thick was £3, both together nearly 
enough for fi ve models, which equates to less than 
one sixth of the cost of balsawood! Suppliers? Colin 
Bliss Models at Maldon and Active Scale Models of 
Hockley in Essex both stock sheet Depron and a quick 
search online will fi nd other stockists around the UK.

Glues?
PVA adhesives will not dry if sandwiched between 
two pieces of foam although it can be used 
painted on outside surfaces as an exterior fi nish 
for strengthening. Most solvent based adhesives 
will melt the foam, so fi ve minute epoxy, Deluxe 
Materials R/C Modellers glue, UHU POR and 
possibly Foam Safe Zap and Activator are really the 
only adhesives that should be used.

For those that cannot tear themselves away 
from wood for everything, all the 6mm (1/4 inch) 
parts on the plan can be made using soft and light 
balsawood and I would use either medium 1/8 or 
3/32 inch for the skins, but applied with the grain 
vertical, cut into small sections. The assembly 
sequence is exactly the same no matter what 
material you use.

In the early days of EeZeBilt kits, the build 
sequence was illustrated using a step by step set 

LEFT: I had envisaged building a 
freelance torpedo boat and that is 
why I increased the length of the hull. 
However, I came across this Revell 
1:48 scale US Navy PCF (Patrol Craft 
Fast) plastic kit on eBay and once 
assembled it fi tted the bill exactly, so 
from now on all the future building 
work had this type of craft in mind. 
That is the beauty of this type of hull 
which can be easily altered to suit the 
craft of your choice.

ABOVE: After rubbing the sides level 
and in line with the shape made by 
the slope from deck to chine using the 
sanding block, the fi rst side skin was 
stuck in place. R/C Modeller’s glue 
gives plenty of time to position and 
pin the 3mm thick sheet to the frames. 
Once dry, its ends were fi rst trimmed 
with a sharp knife and then sanded to 
shape. The other side was then added 
in the same way. Leaving the hull now 
to fully dry overnight, the other side 
skin piece was also then trimmed and 
sanded to shape.

BELOW: Once happy with the side skins trimmed and sanded to size, coat the 
relevant edges with glue, position and pin on the fi rst bottom skin, and allow to dry.

ABOVE: Trim and sand back the fi rst bottom skin then pin and glue on the 
second one. This picture shows the style of sanding block used for all the 
major smoothing work. Here it is creating a nice bevel on the edge of the fi rst 
bottom piece. You can, with the R/C Modellers Glue and a fi nger, make a fi llet 
of glue along any seams that are suspect.

15

14

13

12



46

special feature

of hand drawn black and white pictures as printing 
technology was not as advanced as it is today. I’m 
glad to say that we have moved on since then and 
the photo sequence shows how to put the basic 
hull together. The prototype was built exactly as per 
the plan and the second hull built from it is the one 
used in the photo sequence, but was extended by 
adding 1.5 inches in front of, and the same distance 
behind, the wooden supported keel pieces. I also 
extended the top deck plan by another inch at 
the bow/deck level and consequently the rake of 
the deck support piece. This gave me a hull more 
suitable for torpedo boats and similar and was done 
to show the fl exibility of the basic plan. 

Conclusion
Well, that is the build of our basic ‘Amazing’ 
all-purpose Depron hull. The long one became a 
Swift PCF from the Vietnam War and details of the 
upper parts were all taken by doubling up all the 
measurements of the 1:48 scale Revell kit to make 
a handy 1:24 scale replica. The little black hull will 
probably become a Fairey Swordsman or a sports 
fi shing boat in due course or just a freelance fun run 
model. It doesn’t matter what you choose, because 
as long as you watch the weight of the cabin and so 
on, you know for a fact that it will be a good runner.

In the fi nal analysis, the Swift PCF model has 
performed extremely well and even though I have 

ABOVE: Here is the basic Depron hull. I like to use a leg from a pair of tights to skin over the hull as the 
foam, once treated with a coat of resin, whether epoxy or acrylic, does need the added strength that 
the nylon gives it. Do not be tempted to use polyester or fi berglass resin as this melts these plastics! 
Lightweight tissue, glass cloth, brown paper and aircraft nylon have all been tried in the past, but 
the problem of joins and overlaps always makes the edges fi ddly and awkward to get a good totally 
uniform smooth fi nish.
    A leg of a pair of ladies tights, being a tube of nylon, will cover a hull up to 36 inches in length with 
no joins or overlaps and is surprisingly strong once fi nished. If it is easier for you, or you want more 
strength and knock resistance, then after the fi rst layer of nylon and resin has had the sharpness (it 
dries hard, but a little rough to the touch) sanded off, a second nylon skin can be added if desired.
In the picture, the toe and heel part of the tights are stretched together and tied over the gap in the 
deck to get rid of any wrinkles. This also creates a handle to hang it up to dry for manhandling, without 
touching the wet surface.

ABOVE: This is the hull after fi nishing 
with the 15 denier (thin) tights and 
applying one coat of SP113 Finishing 
Epoxy Resin, although any make of 
solvent free fi nishing resin will do. 
Some of the Acrylic (water based) 
coatings are nice and easy to use, 
but will take three to four coats to 
match the strength of one coat of 
epoxy resin. They are of course quick 
to dry between coats, 20 minutes on 
average, and easier to sand. I have 
also experimented with thinned 
PVA adhesive, Cascamite powdered 
glue and Ronseal clear acrylic gloss 
varnish will work equally as well as a 
purchased, branded, acrylic product. 
Note: I needed a curved transom for 
the Swift PCF boat, so added a piece 
of blue foam, glued with R/C Modellers 
Glue, sanding it to shape once dry 
before covering with nylon.

RIGHT: The ‘guts’ of the 
Depron hulled boat.

RIGHT: The Depron Swift PCF boat - 
almost fi nished in mid-2014.
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a few more bits and pieces to fi nish off, I am more 
than pleased with its performance. It took about 
two days to make and cover the hull, and in terms 
of cost, the materials for the hull including Depron, 
adhesive, a pair of tights (yes, I did buy new ones!) 
and resin came to a little over £7. Not bad for a 
beginners model!
Have fun and keep on model boating, Ron Rees. ●

ABOVE: And here is the hull the right way up! It may be 
best to coat the deck separately, using the same principle, 
but the other way up, if you can’t get the creases out of the 
stretched ‘tights leg’ when pulled over the top of the hull. 

ABOVE AND LEFT: Here are the 
two hulls, the black 30 Denier 
coated original that the plans were 
drawn from and the slightly longer 
tan coloured 15 denier covered 
hull for the Swift PCF model. At 
this point they have no chine, 
running strips or deck edgings, but 
these are easy to fi t. I tend to use 
1.5mm and 3mm spruce stripwood 
or similar, glued on with medium 
superglue before the fi nal coats 
of fi nishing resin are applied. 
Now your hull is ready for its 
superstructure, so start searching 
the world wide web for images 
of various boats as there are 
thousands of them out there.
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I am more than pleased 
with its performance. 
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N.B. Please make a copy of this form and any photographs enclosed for your own reference.
Please note that MyTimeMedia Ltd will not accept liability for any loss of documents or photographs submitted with this form.

Please return completed form to:
Mr Mike Law, 12 Maple Drive, Elkesley,
Retford, Notts DN22 8AX
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Model Scale ___________________ Length ____________________ Width ____________________  Height ____________________ Weight ____________________ 

Type of construction _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Parts not made by you and commercial items _________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please supply a photograph of the finished model for insurance purposes.

Are you supplying Judges Notes? Yes  ❑   No ❑

Value of Model (MyTimeMedia Ltd will not insure the model unless a realistic value is entered)  £ _______________________

I have read the rules and conditions of entry and confirm the information is correct to my knowledge and I accept the conditions of entry. 

Signature ___________________________________________

Information about entries included on or with this form may appear in MyTimeMedia Ltd publications and on our websites.  
Other than entrants name, no personal information will be published.

Mail Order Protection - By supplying your email/ address/ telephone/ mobile number you agree to receive communications via  
email/ telephone/ post from MyTimeMedia Ltd and other relevant 3rd parties.  Please tick here if you DO NOT wish to receive communications  
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ENTRY FORM - COMPETITION & LOAN MODELS

OFFICE USE ONLY
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 If the item is offered as a Loan exhibit please indicate 
this by writing Loan on the form in the box identifying 
the Class. Loan models are not judged but carry all 

other privileges associated with competition entries. 
Part built models are particularly welcome in the Loan 

Section; visitors like to see work in progress, and entry 
does not preclude the item being entered in competition 
when completed.

The classes listed below are those associated with 
mainstream model engineering. 

Club exhibits
Where a club is exhibiting, each model should be 
entered on a separate entry form and clearly identified as 
a club exhibit by entering Loan/Club in the class section 
box. This ensures that we have a full record of all models 
on display during the show and facilitates matters of 
administration and insurance. 

Additional forms
If you do not wish to deface your copy of the magazine we 
are happy to receive photocopies of the entry form, one for 
each model. We will be pleased to send out extra forms if 
required, so if you know of a modeller who is not a reader 
of one of our magazines but who you think may wish to 
participate, please advise them to contact our Exhibitions 
Office, or simply photocopy the entry form for them. The 
success of the show depends largely on the number of 
models on display. Your work could well be the stimulus 
which inspires someone else to start in the hobby. There 
can be no doubt that this event is our showcase on the 
world of modelling in all its aspects. Every modelling 
discipline needs more and more participants, and it is 
by displaying not only the crème-de-la-crème, but also 
examples of work of a more achieveable standard, that 
people are encouraged to join into the wonderful world of 
modelling, in whatever aspect. We look forward to seeing a 
sample of your work at the show!

Engineering Section
A1 	 Hot air engines.
A2 	� General engineering models (including stationary 

and marine engines).
A3 	� Internal combustion engines.
A4 	� Mechanical propelled road vehicles  

(including tractors).
A5 	 Tools and workshop appliances.
A6 	� Horological, scientific and optical apparatus.
A7 	� General engineering exhibits – not covered  

by the above

Railway Section
B1 	� Working steam locomotives 1” scale and over.
B2 	� Working steam locomotives under 1” scale.
B3 	� Locomotives of any scale, experimental, 

freelance or based on any published design and 
not necessarily replicas of full size prototypes, 
intended for track duties.

B4 	� Scratchbuilt model locomotives of any scale, not 
covered by classes B1, B2, B3, including working 
models of non-steam, electrically or clockwork 
powered steam prototypes.

B5 	� Scratchbuilt model locomotives gauge 1  
(10mm scale) and under.

B6 	� Kitbuilt model locomotives gauge 1  
(10mm scale)and under.

B7 	� Scratchbuilt rolling stock, gauge 1  
(10mm scale) and under.

B8 	� Kitbuilt rolling stock, gauge 1  
(10mm scale) and under.

B9 	� Passenger or goods rolling stock, above 1” scale.
B10 	� Passenger or goods rolling stock, under 1” scale.
B11 	� Railway buildings and lineside accessories to any 

recognised model railway scale.
B12 	� Tramway vehicles. 
B-K1	 Working steam locomotives built from a kit.
B-K2	 Working locomotives other than steam powered.  
	� (Any model locomotive in class B-K1 and 2, built 

from a commercial kit, entered into these classes 
will not be judged in the medal classes but can 
receive commended certificates and an award 
from a trade supplier). 

3. 	� The name of the winner and the date of the year 
in which the award is made will be engraved on 
the trophy, which may remain, at the discretion 
of MyTimeMedia Ltd., in his/her possession until 
required for renovation and display at the following 
Model Engineer Exhibition.

4. 	� Any piece of model engineering work will be eligible 
for this Championship Award after it has been 
awarded, at The Model Engineer Exhibition, a Gold 
or Silver medal by MyTimeMedia Ltd

5. 	� A model may be entered more than one year but if 
the model wins it will be permanently retired.

6. 	� Entry shall be free. Competitors must state on the 
entry form: 

	 (a) �That exhibits are their own bona-fide work.
	 (b) �Any parts or kits which were purchased or were 

not the outcome of their own work.
	 (c) �That the model has not been structurally altered 

since winning the qualifying award.
7. 	� MyTimeMedia Ltd. may at their sole discretion vary 

the conditions of entry without notice.

COMPETITION RULES
1. 	� Each entry shall be made separately on the official 

form and every question must be answered.
2. 	� Competition Application Forms must be received 

by the stated closing date. LATE ENTRIES WILL 
ONLY BE ACCEPTED AT THE DISCRETION OF THE 
ORGANISERS.

3. 	� Competitors must state on their form the following:
	 (a) Insured value of their model.	
 (b) �The exhibit is their own work and property.
	 (c) �Parts or kits purchased.
	 (d) �Parts not the outcome of their own work.
	 (e) �The origin of the design, in the case of a model 

that has been made by more than one person.
NOTE: Entry in the competition can only be made by one of 
the parties and only their work will be eligible for judging.
4. 	� Models will be insured for the period during which 

they are in the custody of MyTimeMedia Ltd.
5. 	� A junior shall mean a person under 18 years of age 

on December 31st in the year of entry.
6. 	� Past Gold and Silver medal award winners at any 

of the exhibitions promoted by MyTimeMedia Ltd. 
are eligible to re-enter their model for the ‘Duke of 
Edinburgh Challenge Trophy’. Past winners at any 
of the exhibitions promoted by MyTimeMedia Ltd. 
will not be eligible for re-entry into the competition 
unless it has been substantially altered in any way.

7. 	� MyTimeMedia Ltd reserve the right to:
	 (a) �Transfer an entry to a more appropriate class.
	 (b) �Describe and photograph any models entered for 

competition or display and to make use of any 
such photographs and descriptions in any way 
they may think fit.

	 (c) �Refuse any entry or model on arrival at the 
exhibition and shall not be required to furnish a 
reason for doing so.

8. 	� Entry into the competition sections is not permitted 
by:

	 (a) �Professional model makers.
	 (b) �Anyone who has a financial interest in the direct 

supply of materials and designs to the public.
NOTE: If unsure, please contact the Competition 
organisers prior to the show.
9. 	� The judges’ decision is final. All awards are at the 

discretion of the judges and no correspondence 
regarding the awards will be entered into.

10. �	� Exhibitors must present their model receipt for all 
models collected at the end of the exhibition and 
sign as retrieved.

11. 	� The signed release for each model must be 
presented to security staff when leaving the 
exhibition complex with display model(s) after the 
close of the exhibition.

IMPORTANT NOTE: PLEASE MAKE COPIES, INCLUDING 
PHOTOGRAPHS, OF ALL INFORMATION RELATING TO 
YOUR MODEL, AS MyTimeMedia Ltd WILL NOT ACCEPT 
LIABILITY FOR ANY LOSS.

CLOSING DATE 21 NOVEMBER 2014

Marine Models
C1 	� Working scale models of powered vessels  

(from any period). Scale 1:1 to 1:48
C2 	� Working scale models of powered vessels  

(from any period).  Scale 1:49 to 1:384
C3 	� Non-working scale models (from any period). 

Scale 1:1 to 1:48
C4 	� Non-working scale models  

(from any period). Scale 1:49 to 1:384
C5 	� Sailing ships and oared vessels of any  

period – working.
C6 	� Sailing ships and oared vessels of any  

period – nonworking.
C7 	� Non-scale powered functional models including 

hydroplanes.
C8 	� Miniatures. Length of hull not to exceed 15in for 

1:32 scale, 12in for 1:25 scale, 10in for 1:16 scale; 
9in for 1:8 scale. No limit for smaller scales.

C9 	� For any model boat built from a commercial kit. 
Before acceptance in this class the kit must have 
been readily available for at least 3 months prior 
to the opening date of the exhibition and at least 
20 kits must have been sold either by mail order or 
through the retail trade.

Scale Aircraft Section
D1 	 Scale radio control flying models
D2 	� Scale flying control-line and free flight
D3 	� Scale non-flying models, including kit  

and scratch-built
D4 	� Scale flying radio controlled helicopters

Model Horse Drawn  
Vehicle Section
G1 	� Carriages & other sprung vehicles. 

(Omnibuses, trade vans etc.) Wagons, carts  
and farm implements. Caravans.

Junior Section
J1 	� For any type of model, mechanical or engineering 

work, by an under 14 year old.
J2 	� For any type of model, mechanical or engineering 

work, by an under 16 year old.
J3 	� For any type of model, mechanical or engineering 

work, by an under 18 year old.
All entries will be judged for standard of craftsmanship, 
regardless of the modelling discipline, i.e. a boat will 
not be competing against a military figure. Providing a 
model attains sufficient marks it will be awarded a gold, 
silver or bronze medal.

Model Vehicle Section
K1 	� Non-working cars, including small commercial 

vehicles (e.g. Ford Transit) all scales down to 1/42.
K2 	� Non-working trucks, articulated tractor and trailer 

units, plus other large commercial vehicles based 
on truck-type chassis, all scales down to 1/42.

K3 	� Non-working motor bikes, including push bikes, all 
scales down to 1/42.

K4 	� Non-working emergency vehicles, fire, police and 
ambulance, all scales down to 1/42.

K5 	� Non-working vehicles including small commercial 
vehicles (e.g. Ford Transit,) scale from 1/43  
or smaller.

K6 	� Any available body shells including Concours,  
in any scale or material, to be judged on 
appearance only.

K7 	� Functional model cars/vehicles which must be  
able to move under their own power of any type.  
Can be either free-running, tethered, radio 
controlled or slot car, but must represent a 
reasonable full size replica.

DUKE OF EDINBURGH CHALLENGE TROPHY
Rules and Particulars
1. 	� The Duke of Edinburgh Challenge Trophy is 

awarded to the winner of the Championship Award 
at the Model Engineer Exhibition.

2. 	� The trophy remains at all times the property of 
MyTimeMedia Ltd. 

To help you get the best from The Model Engineer Exhibition
These notes are written purely for guidance. Full information is contained in the Competitors’ Information booklet which is sent to 

every entrant as part of the information package. If you have an item and are unsure as to the Class into which it should be entered, 
leave that section blank and we will take care of it. The Judges have the right to move any competition exhibit into another class if 

they feel that by doing so its chances of gaining higher marks or a more appropriate award are improved.
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Richard Simpson’s 
series on model 
steam plants

Boiler Room
1

2

manufacture. The blade material and teeth interval 
is determined by the material to be cut, so a softer 
material such as wood can have widely spaced 
teeth so removing larger shavings of wood and 
the blade does not need to be very hard, Photo 3, 
whereas for metal cutting, fi ner teeth and a much 
harder material is required to enable it to be cut, 
Photo 4. It is fairly obvious that if you use a blade 
designed for wood sawing to cut metal, it will very 
quickly become blunt, but conversely a fi ne toothed 
metal cutting blade can overheat if used on a soft 
material, which will tend to clog and compact in 
the teeth. The teeth spacing is known as the ‘Teeth 
Per Inch’ of the blade or ‘TPI’, not to be confused 
with Threads Per Inch as quoted for fastenings! 

T
he fi nal part of this brief look at workshop 
hand tools is sawing, which is something that 
we tend to overlook as being important, our 

seeming to more and more rely on various types 
of machine tool to do things for us. So ‘sawing’ is 
one of those traditional skills that we often tend to 
consider as insignifi cant as we can skim the cut in 
a lathe or milling machine, or ‘dress it’ with a fi le, 
as per the October 2014 ‘Boiler Room’, to rectify a 
poorly executed saw cut. However, a few thoughts 
put into sawing techniques may well save you time 
and effort in the long run and prevent undercutting 
the marking and perhaps damaging the workpiece.

How it works

A saw is nothing more than a thin metal blade with 
a straight edge that has tiny teeth cut into it, 
Photo 1. These teeth are designed to cut when 
pushed forwards across the surface of the metal. 
Because there are many hundreds of teeth along 
the length of a saw blade, each one makes its own 
cut and removes its own small shaving of metal or 
wood. The teeth are designed to be offset from the 
blade, alternately from one side to the other, Photo 

2, so the slot being cut by them as they are pushed 
forwards is very slightly wider than the blade 
itself, thereby ensuring a clearance for it. This can 
be very clearly seen in some cheaper disposable 
blades such as in some types of Junior Hacksaw 
blade where it is made corrugated, rather than 
having the teeth offset, for ease and cheapness of 

steam basics

BELOW: Easier to see on a large wood saw, the teeth are 
offset alternately from side to side to produce a cut that is 
slightly wider than the blade to ensure it does not bind.

ABOVE: A close up of the wood saw 
teeth shows clearly the cutting face 
on the forward edge of the tooth. 
This is exactly the same arrangement 
with metal cutting saws, but in a 
smaller size. 

Part Forty Seven: Workshop Practice - Sawing

3

ABOVE: A typical traditional handsaw 
with a fl exible blade and a wooden 
handle of the type used for rough 
cutting of wood for hundreds of years.

4

LEFT: The much fi ner teeth of a typical 
metal cutting hacksaw blade. Despite 
being a disposable blade, it is still 
designed to cut on the forward stroke 
and the teeth are offset just like a 
wood cutting saw.
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Another factor to consider in your selection of blade 
is whether you want a fi ne fi nishing cut or a rough 
removing cut. As you can see a wide range of saw 
blades are available and it is critical from the start to 
be using the correct one for the material to be cut.

The next thing to consider with a saw blade is how 
we are going to hold the blade in the saw handle. 
The blades are thin to enable a fi ne cut to be made, 
thereby minimising waste and effort, but this can 
then make them quite fl exible. Consequently a 
means of tensioning them will be required. Compare, 
just for a moment, wood saws such as a large Cross 
Cut saw or Rip saw which has a more rigid, but 
unsupported blade for fast easy removal of large 
amounts of wood with little regard to the accuracy 
of a Tenon saw. The Tenon saw is designed for 
accuracy so has fi ner teeth, a strong fi rm blade and a 
stiff backbone to keep the blade rigid, which allows 
accurate neat fi nishing cuts to be made.

Flexible blades however such as Hacksaw blades 
and Junior Hacksaw blades need to be held under 
tension in a frame to ensure they remain in a 
straight line and this in itself can lead to challenges. 
Whatever tensioning device is used, it will have a 
means of holding the blade under tension and in-
line with the frame, Photo 5. Wear in the fi xings 
can often lead to the blade coming out of alignment 
and saws such as this should either be repaired 
or scrapped. When the blade is fi tted, it must be 
perfectly in alignment with the frame and under 
good tension to ensure that fl exing does not occur 
during use. The threads of any tensioning device 
should be free and smooth to operate and so should 
be checked out of the frame occasionally to ensure 
this, as it could lead to preventing the tightening 
torque not being transmitted into the correct 
tensioning of the blade.

Safety

As with fi ling, we again tend to think of a saw as a 
pretty innocent tool and perhaps do not give it the 
respect it deserves. It is a long row of sharp teeth 
designed to cut dense materials so it will have 
very little problem removing a sizeable part of your 
fi nger or hand! One slip or a broken blade is all it 
takes to have a deep cut in your hand, usually with 
a generous portion of wood or metal fi lings to make 

a nice mess of the wound and ensure that a nurse 
will have to dig it all out! The best defence against 
this misfortune is to ensure the job is secure in a 
vice; the saw is correctly tensioned; is in alignment 
and sharp; and you are standing square on to the 
job with your cutting arm in line with the job and 
at a comfortable height. As with fi ling, I would also 
recommend wearing a pair of goggles as sawing 
metal generates fi ne metallic particles, which can 
be airborne in a ventilated environment and could 
easily get into your eyes. 

A few types of saw

As we have already discussed, we can start to 
categorise saws by the material for which they are 
designed to cut. There are a whole range of wood 
saws from the big rough cut types such as Cross Cut 
or Rip saws through to more accurate types such 
as the Tenon saw but then there are a whole range 
of more traditional types of wood saws, usually for 
specifi c purposes, often now long redundant. These 
can include Pad saws, Keyhole saws, Bow saws, 
Floorboard saws and even Jig saws.

Metal saws tend to be more inclined to be 
of a disposable blade variety with a tensioning 
arrangement and include the various designs of 
Hacksaws and Junior Hacksaws, Photo 6. The 
great advantage of these are the fact that you 
can fi t a specifi c blade for a particular material, so 
you can use one saw handle for many different 
purposes. You might also fi nd small rigid blades 
designed to be fi tted into Stanley knife handles or 
other multi-purpose modelling tool handles, but I 
tend to be a bit wary of these are they are invariably 
not very rigid, are not supported and can tend to 
fl ex too much.

And sawing?

Although so often it is tempting to hold a piece 
of metal fl at on a surface with one hand and try 
to cut the waste from the end with a saw held in 
the other, I cannot emphasise enough the benefi ts 
of putting the job in a vice. Even if you are not in 
your workshop, fi nd some means of securing the 
work such as a ‘G’ cramp to enable you to have 
both hands free for the saw. You are in far better 
control of the saw and much more likely to end 
up with an accurate cut. Next, stand with your 
body facing the vice, your forearm that is holding 
the saw in line with the cut, and also at the same 
height as the job. You should be able to see the line 
to which you are going to cut, as each stroke of 
the saw will be guided by it. Your leading hand will 
provide the forward motion and guidance, and your 
second hand, placed on top of the saw, will provide 
downwards pressure, Photo 7. The downwards 
pressure should not be so excessive as to cause 
the blade to fl ex and send the cut off at an angle, 

6

5

ABOVE: Hacksaws have many varied 
types of arrangement for tensioning 
the blade, but they all have the same 
considerations. If the set-up is worn 
and the blade is allowed to become 
out of alignment, the saw should not 
be used.

RIGHT: Junior Hacksaw blades 
still require tensioning, but 
rather than use a screwed device 
they rely on the fl exibility of a 
frame which has to be manually 
compressed to enable the blade to 
be fi tted. This is probably the easiest 
blade to fi t backwards!

“
”

The saw only cuts on the 
forward stroke, so gentle 

pressure should be applied 
when the saw is moved 

forwards and the pressure 
should be released when the 
saw is drawn back again. 
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and not too light, thus causing the saw to make 
very shallow cuts.

As already mentioned, the saw only cuts on 
the forward stroke, so gentle pressure should be 
applied when the saw is moved forwards and the 
pressure should be released when the saw is drawn 
back again. If you do not release the pressure on 
the back-stroke you will soon blunt the teeth as 
they are dragged backwards over the surface of 
the cut. It is worth starting the cut with your fi nger 
to guide the blade to make the initial impression 
before transferring your hand to the top of the saw 
to apply some pressure. From then on you should 
be watching the progression of the cut with each 
stroke and ensuring that the saw is following the 
marked line on the job. Ensure that the saw remains 
square and pressure remains even otherwise you 
will fi nd that the leading edge of the cut will follow 
the marked line, but the training edge will wander 
off in another direction! 

If you practice these few simple points you will 
fi nd your sawing is easier and signifi cantly more 
accurate, and consequently require a lot less 
remedial work to dress-up the edge of the job. ●
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A good sawing stance. The work 
should be held fi rmly in a vice 
and should be at forearm height. 
The leading had provides the 
forward motion and guidance, 
and the second hand provides the 
downward pressure.

O
n my smaller models, 
I’ve been using those 
cheap propeller, shaft 

and tube assemblies. With 
30 and 40mm diameter three 
bladed plastic propellers, they 
are a good match for something 
like a 385 electric motor, but 
defi nitely not for the 380/400 
motors. Assuming that I can 
still use a micrometer correctly, 
the propshaft is 1.75 mm in 
diameter which can make the 
connection with a motor shaft a 
shade more troublesome than 
the common M4/4BA propeller 
shafts that us modellers usually 
use. However, thickening the 
shaft up with a short length of 
tight fi tting plastic tubing has 
always allowed me to make a 
secure motor connection with a 
piece of silicone tubing.

The propellers just screw 
on to the threaded end of the 
shaft and up until now have 

never given me a problem. The 
latest model was being given 
its fi nal ballasting trials when I 
could not resist the urge to 
play with the transmitter 
throttle stick. Full ahead 
produced a healthy 
amount of rearwards 
fl owing water and full 
astern gave nothing 
but a loud whirring 
noise!

Yes, full astern had 
resulted in the propeller 
unscrewing itself from the 
shaft and it had fallen off. 
Luckily these tests were being 
carried out in the bath so the 
propeller was not lost, but if I 
been using the garden pond, 
then the propeller would have 
been lost. I hate to think what 
is lying or possibly living at the 
bottom of this pond nowadays! 
Even worse would have been 
the loss of the propeller in the 

middle of the much larger lake 
where the local club sails!

The propeller was refi tted, 
but this time with a spot of 
thread-locking compound and 
a fi rm twist. So far even my 
most spirited operation of the 
transmitter controls has failed 
to dislodge the propeller, which 
pleases me no end as these 
assemblies are so handy to 

These cheap propshaft assemblies are 
ideal for small model boats, but the 
absence of a locknut in front of the 
propeller boss needs to be overcome.

Mooring Post
Glynn Guest with 
advice and tips for 
modellers

A Stitch 
in Time!
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use, they being much cheaper 
than anything I could make and 
often a perfect match for small 
models.

The lesson has been learnt 
that if a locking nut is not used 
to secure the propeller on a 
propshaft, then something other 
than hopeful hand tightening of 
the propeller is needed. ●

scale musings



We stock a wide range of
scale model ship card kits for
you to build including:
Scale 1:200 - Full Hull
HMS Prince of Wales...£51.95
HMS Matabele..............£25.95
HMS Badsworth...........£26.95
HMS Abercrombie.......£29.95
USS Missouri................£59.95
USS Saratoga CV-3......£49.95
Graf Spee.......................£29.95
Tirpitz............................£58.95

Admiral Hipper............£45.95
SMS Seydlitz.................£56.95
Great Eastern................£54.95
Scale 1:400 - Waterline
HMS King George V....£12.95
HMS Ajax......................£11.95
HMS Exeter...................£11.95
HMS Sheffield...............£10.95
HMS Belfast..................£11.95
HMS Roberts..................£8.95
Gneisenau......................£22.95
Raider Atlantis..............£18.95

Normandie.....................£25.95
RMS Mauretania..........£18.95
Edmund Fitzgerald.........£8.95
Send your order with
cheque/PO/credit card details to
Marcle Models (MB6),
Turnagain, Finch Lane, Amer-
sham, Bucks. HP7 9NE, Eng-
land Tel/fax 01494-765910 (24
hrs.) www.marcle.co.uk   Prices
include UK P&P - overseas sur-
charge per order: Europe £5,
ROW £9. Send £4.50 (overseas
£6.50 surface, £8.00 airmail) for
our illustrated catalogue.
*14-day “NO QUIBBLE”
MONEY-BACK GUARAN-
TEE  (*if returned in a saleable
condition)

Book “Card Modelling -
Basic & Advanced Tech-
niques” - £17.95 UK, Europe
£22.95, ROW £25.95

ONLINE 

CONQUEST DROVE,  
  FARCET,  
PETERBOROUGH,  PE7 3DH 
01733 244166    www.deansmarine.co.uk 

+ OVER 130  GLASS FIBRE HULLS, & SEMI-KITS 

NEW KITS  2014 on release  NOW  

ALL NEW KITS ARE FULL LASER CUT PARTS 

2014 full colour catalogues 
Deans Marine  £5..95 
Raboesch  £4..00 
RB Fittings  £2..00 
+ £3..00 postage each 
Or all 3 for £12..50 incl p&p u k 

St Olaf  1/96 scale 
T B.D. 30  1.48TH SCALE G/F HULL &STR 



 DockyardThe

Model
17 Tremorvah Barton
Tregolls Road, Truro
Cornwall, TR1 1NN

Mail order Only. Sorry no callers
Phone line open Mon-Fri 9am- 1pm

Tel UK: 01872 261755
Tel Int: +44  1872  261755

www.model-dockyard.com
U.K Delivery

Kits and Boat Hulls Add £9.00
Timber orders Add £9.00

Other Order value up to £50 Add £5.00
Other Order value Over £50 Add £9.00

Over £190 Free Delivery
Free delivery does not apply to shipments

weighing over 2 kilos, being sent to the
Channel Islands or Northern Ireland, Scottish
Islands, Scillies, or IOM. Delivery here will be

charged at cost.

Orders are sent by 1st class post or UPS
carrier. Large parcel deliveries to Scottish

Highland and Islands, the Isle of Man, Isles of
Scilly and Northern Ireland will be shipped by

3 day UPS carrier . Deliveries to Channel
Islands will be shipped  by Euro 48 service

We ship Worldwide too
All prices correct at time of going to press but we
reserve the right to supply at the prices ruling at the
time of order despatch. E&OE

Amati Kits
Egyptian Ship Sahure Dynasty 350mm £77.57
Greek Bireme 480 BC 560mm £77.57
Viking Ship Oseberg 1:50 440mm £105.14
Mayflower 1620 1:60 scale 650mm £174.59
Chinese Junk Scale 1:100 400mm £87.78
Xebec.1753 720mm 1:60 £155.95
New Bedford Whaleboat 1:16  550mm £122.50
Riva Aquarama. With Transmission kit £509.57
Endeavour J Class. Wood Hull 1:80 480mm £83.69
Endeavour J Class  1:35 scale 1130mm £259.95

Victory Models Kits
Lady Nelson Cutter. 1:64 scale 530mm £117.95
Granado. Bomb Ketch 1756 1:64  800mm £261.95
HMS Fly. Swan Class Sloop. 1:64  800mm £289.95
HMS Vanguard. 74 gun 3rd rate 1:72 1171mm £684.95
HMS Pegasus Swan class sloop 1:64  800mm £344.95
Mercury:  20 gun Brig 1820. 1:64 scale 860mm £354.95

Mamoli Kits
Friesland 80 gun 2 Decker 1:75  775mm £492.14
Mary  Royal Yacht 1:54 scale 483mm £179.18
Golden Hind 1:53 scale 496mm £184.58
La Gloire 34 gun Frigate 1:90 840mm £287.18
Hunter 12 gun Cutter 1797  1:72 440mm £134.76
Rattlesnake Privateer 1779 1:64  697mm £222.62
H.M.A.V Bounty 1787 1:64  610mm £215.76
CSS Alabama. 1:120 694mm £206.92

Caldercraft Display Kits
Diana 38 Heavy Frigate 1794 1:64  1180mm £472.45
Cruiser.1797. 18 Gun Brig 1:67 scale 850mm £206.98
Snake 1797 18 Gun Sloop 1:67 scale 910mm £206.98
Mary Rose. Tudor warship 1510. 735mm 1:80 £260.98
Agamemnon 1781. 64 gun ship  1300mm £661.45
Endeavour. Bark 1768. 1:64 scale 725mm £245.65
Bounty. 1789. 1:64 scale 660mm £202.45
Sherbourne. 8 Gun R.N Cutter 1763.   500mm £75.55
HM Yacht Chatham 1741 1:64 scale 530mm £89.96
HM Mortar Vessel Convulsion. 1804 1:64  530mm£96.71
Victory  1781.  Nelson's flagship 1:72  1385mm £746.98
Granado. Bomb Ketch 1756 1:64 scale 785mm £220.48
HM Brig Badger 1778 1:64 scale 600mm £177.12
HM Schooner Pickle 1778  1:64 scale  565mm £130.46

Caldercraft R/C Kits
Joffre. 1916 Tyne Tug. £251.95
Imara. Twin Screw Berthing Tug £458.95
Resolve. Twin Screw Admiralty Tug £508.95
Amaranth. Motor Fifie £120.95
Milford star. Post war East Coast side trawler £228.95
Marie Felling single screw steam tug £395.95
North Light. Steam Clyde Puffer £251.95
SS Talacre. Single hatch Steam Coaster £251.95
H.M.T Sir Kay Round Table Class  Minesweeper £294.95

Card Models
SD14 general cargo ship 1:70 2133mm. £295.00
USS Missouri.  1:200 scale £61.24
GPM SMS Seydlitz 1:200 scale 1010mm £56.95
Queen Mary 2,  863mm  1:400 scale £53.06
Prince of Wales Battleship 1:200 scale £51.95
Tirpitz 1:200 scale Full hull 1260mm £49.99
Bismarck 1:200 scale Full hull 1250mm £48.98
Revenge 1588 600mm 1:96 scale £47.95
HMS Mercury 6th rate frigate 1779 1:96 scaler £44.95
Admiral Hipper, cruiser 1935 1:200 scale £40.81
HMS Enterprise 28 gun Frigate  1:96 scale £40.80
Graf Spee. Full hulled model at 1:200 scale £30.60
Lexington. American Brig  1:96 scale £30.59
HMS Endeavour. Captains Cook's Bark 1:96 £30.59
Santa Maria & Nina £30.59
H.M.S. Invincible. Battlecruiser 1907 1:250 £28.54
HMS Sheffield 1:200 full hull £28.54
HMS Repulse. Battleship 1:300 scale 806mm £27.53
Iowa   1:400 US Battleship 1942  680mm £26.52
HMS Dreadnought 1:200 £26.50
HMS Cambeltown 1;200 scale 470mm £25.95
Normandie French Liner 1:400 scale £25.95
Yamato. Japanese Battleship 1:400  685mm £23.95

Hull and Plan Sets
Grand Banks Schooner 1193mm £87.50
Victoria Steam Launch 1:12 scale 762mm £40.45
Pilot 40 . Pilot boat 698mm £50.45

Bluebird Of Chelsea . 1:24 scale 654mm £46.95
Forceful Paddle Tug . 1:48  1003mm £51.49
Guardsman Customs launch 1:32 scale 571mm £37.45
Burutu & Bajima Tug 1:50scale 768mm £47.45
Tyne Life Boat 1:19 scale 740mm £46.49
Smit Nederland Hull 558mm £42.45
St Louis Belle Mississippi Steamer 838mm £72.45
Liverpool Lifeboat l 905mm 1:12 scale £91.50
RMAS Moorhen Hull 1:43 scale 740mm £51.45
Cervia, Thames Tug 1:48 scale 711mm £71.50
Brave Borderer 1:32 scale 914mm £86.50
HMS Warspite. Queen Elizabeth class £154.00
H.M.S. Devonshire. Cruiser 1504mm £134.00
H.M.S. Liverpool. Town class1409mm £120.00

Plan & Material Packs
Vosper MTB Hull Pack 670mm £39.99
Higgins Hellcat CNC Pack 610mm £44.99
HMS Temerity CNC Pack 890mm £42.45

Deans Marine Kits
LCM 1653 1:24 scale 710mm £213.75
25ft Motor Boat 1:12 scale 690mm £175.95
Compass Rose. Corvette1:96 673mm £177.65
H.M.S. Solebay.Destroyer 1945 1210mm £306.33
MGB77. 71.6ft BPB 1:24 920mm £243.01
73ft Vosper Type 1 1:24 scale 965mm £252.20
Bronnington. minesweeper 1:100 465mm £107.18
MTB 488. B.P.C. 71.6 MTB 1:24 920mm £272.63
Steam Yacht Medea  1904. 1:48 870mm £139.86
Tradition. Seine net trawler 870mm 1:24 £360.92
H.M.S. Cossack Destroyer 1938 1200mm £272.63
SS City of Truro 1:96 960mm £356.95
Yarra Twin Screw berthing tug 1:48 580mm £223.95
Snow Goose Broads Cruiser 1:24 scale 740mm£137.95

Plastic Kits
Tamiya IJN Yamato  1:350 717mm £270.95
Trumpeter USS Missouri  1:200 scale 1352mm £249.16
Trumpeter Bismarck 1941 1:200 scale 1265mm£203.95
Italeri Schnellboot S-100 1:35 £175.00
Trumpeter USS Arizona BB-39 1941 1:200 £160.16
Lindberg PT 109 MTB 1:32  scale 749mm £149.95
Heller HMS Victory 1:100 scale £149.95
Heller Le Soleil Royal 1:100 scale £149.95
Lindberg Sea Witch. Clipper 1:96 scale 838mm £149.95
Dragon Scharnhorst 1943 1:350 scale £139.00
Revell Flower Class Corvette 1:72 850mm £119.00
Italeri MTB77 1:35 scale 632mm £99.99
Italeri PT109 Torpedo Boat 1:35 scale £99.95
Lindberg Blue Devil Destroyer 1:125  910mm £99.95
Trumpeter HMS Repulse 1941 1:350 £87.21
Trumpeter HMS Hood (1941) 1:350 £80.09
Trumpeter USS Alabama BB-60 1:350 £71.19
Trumpeter Prinz Eugen 1945 1:350 £64.96
Trumpeter HMS Queen Elizabeth 1943 1:350 £62.29
Trumpeter HMS Belfast 1942  563mm 1:350 £62.29
Trumpeter Graf Spee. 1:350 531mm £47.16
Trumpeter Admiral Hipper  1941 1:350 £62.26
Tamiya Bismarck  1:350 717mm £61.99
Revell Type VIIC U-Boat 1:72 £59.99
Tamiya Tirptz  1:350 717mm £58.50
Tamiya HMS King George V  1:350 £49.99
Tamiya HMS Prince of Wales  1:350 £49.99

Plastic Kit Upgrades
German AA Weapons WWII 1:350 £8.40
Naval figures 1:350 scale £7.20
Passenger ship crew figures 1:350 scale £8.40
Naval Crew Figures German WWII 1:350 £8.40
Etched lifebelts set 1:350 scale. £8.40
R.N Naval figures Far East 1:350 scale £8.40
Bismarck etched detail Tamiya Bismarck 1:350 £22.30
Tirpitz (designed to be used with Tamiya kits) £30.60
HMS Hood  detail sheet pack 1:350 scale £30.60
Admiral Graf Spee etched sheet set 1:350 scale£24.99
HMS Repulse etch detail sheets 1:350 scale £19.50
Prinz Eugen etched set. 1:350 scale £22.30
HMS Repulse railings set 1:350 scale £19.50
Prinz Eugen etched  railings set 1:350 scale £22.30
Prince of WaleS etch sheet pack 1:350 £20.60
HMS Dreadnought 1907 Etched detail   1/350 £19.50
HMS Dreadnought 1907 Railing Set  1/350 £14.99
Wooden deck for HMS Hood 1:350 scale £36.50
Wooden deck for Graf Spee1:350 scale £32.30
Wooden deck for HMS Repulse 1:350 scale £34.80
Wooden deck for Prinz Eugen 1:350 scale £34.80
Wooden deck for Tirpitz 1:350 scale £34.80
Wooden deck for Admiral Hipper 1:350 scale £34.80
DX Wooden deck & Railing for Bismarck 1:350 £37.99
Wooden deck for Bismarck 1:350 scale £31.50
Wooden deck for Tirpitz 1:350 scale £31.50
Wooden deck for KG5 1:350 scale £33.20
Wooden deck for Price of Wales 1:350 scale £33.20
DX Wooden deck & Railing for Warspite 1:350 £53.80
DX Wooden deck & Railing for Bismarck 1:200 £149.40
DX Wooden deck & Etech for Missouri 1:200 £217.30
GLS Flower Class  Deck & Fittings Set. 1:72 £99.99
GLS Flower Class Type ̀ C' Bridge Set 1:72 £38.40
GLS Flower Class Corvette Depth Charge Set £39.38
This is just a selection from Gold Medal, MK1 Design,
Master, Great Little Ships and Eduard.

R/C Boat Plans
Miranda Edwardian steam launch 42in £12.50
Will Everard Thames Barge: 1:48 scale £17.50
Brave Borderer: 36in Vosper patrol boat, £12.50
Enterprise:Northumbrian Coble. 27in. £12.50
"Pilot 40 police/pilot launch 27½ £12.50
Inchcolm: Clyde puffer 24¾in. £12.50
Liverpool Lifeboat:  1:12 scale £12.50
200 Series RAF Seaplane Tender: 950mm l £12.50
H.M.S Ark Royal : A 1:192 scale model, 50in. £12.50
Vosper MTB : 26 1/4 inches £12.50
Steam Yacht Greta: 44in £17.50
Launch Out:  27½in., side and pair trawler, £17.50
P.S Totnes Castle paddle steamer 42½in. £12.50
Joffre:Tyne Tug30½in. £12.50
St Louis Belle 1:64 Mississippi stern-wheeler £12.50
T.B.D Cruiser Leader: 1:144  32in. Scout class £12.50
200 Series RAF Seaplane Tender: 1:12  950mm £12.50
H.M.S Kent :  1:96 scale early cruiser 58" £17.50
Fairey Huntsman:1:8 scale 1066mm £12.50
Celia Jane:Thames Barge 1:24 scale.  50in. £22.50
Joffre:Tyne Tug 1:48 scale 30½in £12.50
Britannia 1893 . Royal racing yacht, 1:32nd £29.50
Pibroch A 1:50th scale Clyde Puffer, 400mm £17.50
Osprey Scottish wooden fishing boat,500mm £31.50
Altair gaff rigged schooner  1:32nd 1200mm £33.50
Princess High speed luxury motor yacht.1:24th £17.50
Constance Bowater paper freighter,1030mm £17.50

Boston Fury 1960 East Coast Trawler 1125mm £17.50
Waverley paddle steamer 1365mm, £17.50
Hoop Op Zegen  Beamer trawler725mm £17.50
Louis Heloise 1:10th French Bautier.1025mm £23.50

Harold Underhill Plans
Cutty Sark Clipper Ship 698mm £29.54
Marie Sophie of Falmouth 1033mm £44.41
Lady of Avenel. Wood. 850mm £33.30
74-Gun Two-Decker (Circa 1813 1422mm £77.71
Lady Daphne Thames Sailing Barge812mm £29.54
12-Gun Brig-of-War. Lines, 1187mm £55.51
Cunard Liner Servia, 1:192 scale 850mm £33.30
40-Gun Frigate (Circa 1790 831mm £66.61
Valerian. Brixham Trawler 1069mm. £49.23
Diesel Ring Net Fishing Boat 615mm £29.53
Three Brothers. Rye Fishing Smack. 797mm £29.54
Muirneag. Scottish Zulu- 1612mm £66.61
Clyde Puffer Sealight, 588mm £19.68
Leon. Wood Brigantine 514mm £59.07
Iron Paddle Tug 1:48 scale 863mm £44.40

Static Display Kit Plans
Chinese Junk, construction plans. £7.02
Sovereign of the Seas, plans  1:78 1100mm £16.18
HMS Fly Plan set £26.50
Lady Nelson Cutter Plan Set £8.86
HMS Bounty, construction plans £13.43
French Xebec construction plans £10.99
Vikingship, Osjberg, construction plans. £7.12
Titanic Plans set £48.84
Endeavour J Class Plans set £22.38
Cutty Sark, construction plans, Scale 1:78. £31.00
La Couronne, construction plans, Scale 1:98. £28.50
Santa Maria, construction plans, Scale 1:50. £14.95
French Xebec, construction plans, Scale 1:49. £14.85
Thermopylae, construction plans, Scale 1:124. £14.85
Mississippi Stern Wheeler plan 1:50  1050mm £34.95
Pinta. construction plans 1:50 570mm £14.85
Friesland (1:75) Drawings & Instructions £47.73
H.M.S. Victory (1:90) Drawings & Instructions £64.09
Yacht Mary (1:54) Drawings & Instructions £32.73
Golden Hind (1:53) Drawings & Instructions £32.73
Rattlesnake (1:64) Drawings & Instructions £46.36
Royal Louis (1:90) Drawings & Instructions £62.73
This is just a selection of over 1000 plans available

R/C Equipment
Hitec Optic 6 (2.4 GHz) combo £124.99
Hitec Optic 5 channel (2.4 GHz) combo £89.95
Viper Marine 40 amp speed controller £53.22
Planet 5 Transmitter and Receiver Set £54.99
Hi Tech Ranger 2 Channel £49.95
FR30HX  30amp speed controller £47.14
15HVR 15amp speed controller £37.69
Viper Marine 25 amp speed controller £34.99
FR12VR 12amp speed controller BEC £33.86
Hi Tech MegaArm Sail Winch 19.8kg/cm £30.99
Proportional Drum Sail Winch £30.63
Viper Marine 20amp speed controller £28.99
Viper Marine 15amp speed controller £22.99
Viper Micro Marine 10amp speed controller £22.99
Viper Marine 15 Plug Play speed controller £22.99
Programmable mixing module £20.34
Waterproof mixing module (w-tail) £17.80
Waterproof mixing module £15.70
Full range of R/C installation equipment available

Sound Modules
Petrol/Diesel Engine with Horn £43.40
Machine Gun £35.73
Steam Engine Sound £43.40
Whooper £35.73
Fog Horn £35.73
Ship  Klaxon £35.73
Sub Sonar Ping £35.73
Sub Dive Alarm £35.73
Air Horns £35.73
Large Ship Horn £35.73
Large Ship Steam Whistle £35.73
Old Steam Whistle £35.73
Tug Boat Air Horn £35.73
Mtroniks Diesel Canal Boat £59.99
Mtroniks  Multicylinder Diesel £59.99

Motors
Schottel drive unit 70mm dia prop £95.94
Schottel drive unit 50mm dia prop £76.48
Rudder-propeller drive: £74.42
Schottel drive unit 40mm dia prop £62.71
543/12 low drain motor for large props £18.85
Speed 480 Motor 7.2v £18.75
Mabuchi Low Drain 545 £9.96
Mabuchi 540 £7.43
Mabuchi  480  motor 4.8 to 8.4v £7.00
Mabuchi 400 £7.00
Electronize 365/14 low drain £5.56
Motor mount for MFA 800/850 Motors £4.50
385 Motor 6 to 15.0 Volt with mount £6.56
540 Motor 6 to 12.0 Volt with mount £10.36
RX15 540 Motor 6 to 8.4v Volt £35.95
RE800 Motor 12.0 Volt with mount £27.49
RE850 Motor 12.0 Volt with mount £27.49
Motor mount for 540/500.550 and 600   Motors £2.75
MFA 540 Motor and 2.5:1 Gearbox 4.5 -15v £19.33
Bevel 90 degree Gearbox  1:1 £20.38
MFA  540 Motor and 6:1 Gearbox 4.5 -15v £19.36
MFA 385 Motor and 2.5:1 Gearbox 4.5 -15v £17.56
950 series 385 Motor and 6:1 Gearbox 4.5 -15v £17.56
951 series 951 Motor and Gearbox 298:1 6volt, £9.00
800/850 Belt Drive Reduction Unit 2.1:1 £40.80

Raboesch Propshafts
Waterproof Prop Shaft M4  290mm £25.29
Waterproof Propeller Shaft M4 290mm £34.22
Waterproof  Propeller Shaft M5  290mm £34.32
Waterproof Propeller Shaft M4 450mm £39.74
Waterproof  Propeller Shaft M5  450mm £39.74
Prop Shaft &support bracket  M2  230mm £23.49
Prop Shaft &support bracket  M3  270mm £25.29
Prop Shaft &support bracket  M4  330mm £30.71

Rudder Assemblies
Rudder assembly  33 long  x 22mm wide £3.90
Rudder assembly 60 long  x 41mm wide £5.36
Rudder assembly with tiller arm 45 x 35mm £4.54
Rudder assembly with tiller arm 55 x 45mm £4.54
Steerable Kort nozzle for props up to 35 mm Ø £18.33
Becker Rudder  43 x 38mm £20.42
Skeg and Rudder Assembly 68mm deep, 56mm £19.75

Rudder assembly with tiller arm 35 x 26mm £4.54
Boat rudder set: 45 mm Height: 40 £6.69
Boat rudder set: 32 mm Height: 25 mm £6.47
Boat rudder set: 36 mm Height: 50 mm £6.19
Boat rudder set: 36 mm Height: 70 mm £7.42
Rudder assembly 45 long  x 30mm wide £4.80
Rudder assembly 53 long x 36mm wide £4.92
Rudder assembly 67 long  x 44mm wide £5.36
Double Tiller Arm. Fits  3/16 or 5mm shaft £0.97

Raboesch Brass Propellers
Brass Propeller (A Type) 20 -3 Blade-M4 £9.94
Brass Propeller (A Type) 25 -3 Blade-M4 £9.94
Brass Propeller (A Type) 30 -3 Blade-M4 £10.84
Brass Propeller (A Type) 35 -3 Blade-M4 £10.84
Brass Propeller (A Type) 40 -3 Blade-M4 £10.84
Brass Propeller (A Type) 45 -3 Blade-M4 £12.65
Brass Propeller (A Type) 50 -3 Blade-M4 £12.65
Brass Propeller (A Type) 55 -3 Blade-M4 £12.65
Brass Propeller (A Type) 60 -3 Blade-M5 £15.36
Brass Propeller (A Type) 65 -3 Blade-M5 £15.36
Brass Propeller (A Type) 65 -3 Blade-M4 £15.36
Brass Propeller (A Type) 70 -3 Blade-M5 £17.61
Brass Propeller (A Type) 75 -3 Blade-M5 £17.61
This is just a selection of a huge range of 3, 4 and 5 blades
props in stock

Raboesch Bow Thrusters
Bow thruster unit with motor 14mm I/D £33.87
Bow thruster unit with motor 16mm I/D £33.87
Bow thruster unit with motor 19mm I/D £33.87
Bow thruster unit with motor 22mm I/D £38.39
Bow thruster unit with motor 25mm I/D £38.39
Mini Bow thruster unit with motor 10mm I/D £27.10
Bow thruster unit with motor 30mm I/D £81.29

BECC Letters&Number sets
2A Arial Lettering 2 mm, £4.07
3A Arial Lettering 3 mm, £4.59
4A Arial Lettering 4 mm, £4.59
6A Arial Lettering 6 mm, £4.59
8A Arial Lettering 8 mm, £5.10
10A Arial Lettering 10 mm, £5.10
12A Arial Lettering 12 mm, £6.12
15A Arial Lettering 15 mm, £7.14
20A Arial Lettering 20 mm, £8.16
25A Arial Lettering 25 mm, £10.20
5A Arial Lettering 5 mm, £4.59
Available in most colours

Quaycraft Ship’s Boats
QS77 1:72 scale 27 ft Clinker whaler 115mm £19.44
QR27 1:96 Scale 27ft Whaler 85mm £9.36
QL43 1:48 18ft  Lifeboat Double End 114mm £14.88
QL37 1:32 16ft Clinker Double End 150mm £19.08
QR25 1:96 Scale 25ft Motor cutter 79mm £9.84
QD24 1:24  14ft Clinker Dinghy  178mm £20.28
QP16 1:48  16ft Royal Navy 16’ dinghy 100mm £11.04
QL53 1:48 20ft double end lifeboat 125mm £15.84
QS75 1:72  Motor cutter 109mm £20.88
QP27 1:48 27ft Royal Navy Whaler 172mm £22.32
QD34 1:32  14ft Clinker Dinghy Stern 123mm £17.76
QL59 1:48 . 22ft Lifeboat. double ended 140mm £16.56
QS70 1:72 16ft Clinker dinghy, 66mm £10.32
QN32 1:128  32ft Cutter  clinker 75mm £7.08
QL36 1:32  16ft Clinker Transom Stern 150mm £19.08
QP12 1:48 12.5ft Clinker Dinghy.Stern 80mm £11.16
QD20 1:24 10ft Clinker Dinghy  123mm £17.88
QMB15  1:96  26ft Lifeboat double end 83mm £12.96
QB14 1:72  20ft clinker lifeboat 83mm £12.72
This is just a selection of over 100 boats available

Scalelink Etched Brass
11mm 3 rail stanchions & railing 840mm £10.20
1:96 R.N  3 rail stanchions and railing 11mm £10.20
1:128 scale vertical laddering £10.20
1:72  R.N pattern 3 rail stanchions and railing £10.20
1:192  R.N pattern 3 rail stanchions £10.20
Clarendon serif  Letters 2.5, 3 and 5mm high £10.20
1:200 Angled step ladders with handrail £10.20
Vertical rung ladders 4.5mm & 5.5mm wide £12.00
1:128 Angled step companionway ladders £10.20
1:128 scale vertical laddering £10.20
5mm and 6mm wide Angled step ladders £10.20
6mm & 8mm vertical rung laddering £10.20
This is just a selection from the huge range available

1:24 scale Crew Figures
Standing civilian crew member £8.12
Seated civilian crew figure wearing woollen hat £8.12
Standing R.N/Civilian officer with binoculars £8.12
Civilian crew member standing wearing beret £8.12
Civilian/R.N Officer wearing cap and pullover £8.12
R.N/Civilian wearing waterproof jacket £8.12
Standing civilian captain in sheepskin jacket £8.12
Seated ships captain wearing cap and pullover £8.12
Standing R.N/civilian officer in wet weather jacket £8.12
R.N/Civilian wearing waterproof jacket £8.12
R.N crew in dress uniform  leaning on rail £8.12
Seated civilian crew member 1:24 scale £8.12
This is just a selection of the range available.

BECC Flags
GB02 White Ensign, Size: AAA 10mm £3.05
GB02 White Ensign, Size: AA 15mm £3.05
GB02 White Ensign, Size: A 20mm £3.05
GB02 White Ensign, Size: B 25mm £3.05
GB02 White Ensign, Size: C 38mm £3.96
GB02 White Ensign, Size: D 50mm £3.96
GB02 White Ensign, Size: E 75mm £4.95
GB02 White Ensign, Size: F 100mm £5.97
GB02 White Ensign, Size: G 125mm £7.91
GB02 White Ensign, Size: H 150mm £9.91
Also available, Naval ensigns in red, Blue as well and
National flags from most maritime nations

Timber
Lime Strip 0.5mm x 2mm x 1000mm £0.34
Lime Strip 0.6 x 10mm x approx 1 metre long £0.31
Lime Strip 0.6 x 3mm x approx 1 metre long £0.35
Lime Strip 0.6 x 4mm x approx 1 metre long £0.38
Lime Strip 0.6 x 5mm x approx 1 metre long £0.41
Lime Strip 0.6 x 6mm x approx 1 metre long £0.44
Lime Strip 0.5 x 7x approx 1 metre long £0.47
Lime Strip 0.6 x 8mm x approx 1 metre long £0.25
Lime Strip 1.5 x 1.5mm x approx 1 metre long £0.36
Lime Strip 1.5 x 10mm x approx 1 metre long £0.73
Lime Strip 1.5 x 2.0mm x approx 1 metre long £0.40
Lime Strip 1.5 x 3.0mm x approx 1 metre long £0.45
Lime Strip 1.5 x 4.0mm x approx 1 metre long £0.50

Lime Strip 1.5 x 5mm x approx 1 metre long £0.55
Lime Strip 1.5 x 6mm x approx 1 metre long £0.58
Lime Strip 1.5 x 7mm x approx 1 metre long £0.61
Lime Strip 1.5 x 8mm x approx 1 metre long £0.65
Lime Strip 1 x 1mm x approx 1 metre long £0.36
Lime Strip 1 x 1.5mm x approx 1 metre long £0.36
Lime Strip 1 x 10mm x approx 1 metre long £0.55
Lime Strip 1 x 2mm x approx 1 metre long £0.37
Lime Strip 1 x 3mm x approx 1 metre long £0.38
Lime Strip 1 x 4mm x approx 1 metre long £0.39
Lime Strip 1 x 5mm x approx 1 metre long £0.45
Lime Strip 1 x 6mm x approx 1 metre long £0.50
Lime Strip 1 x 7mm x approx 1 metre long £0.51
Lime Strip 1 x 8mm x approx 1 metre long £0.53
This is just a selection of sizes. Other woods stocks include
Walnut, Maple, Tanganykia, Beech, Pear, Balsa, Obechi

Admiralty Paints
Available in 14ml flip top capped bottles in the following
colours.  Light Ivory,  Red Ensign , Maroon Admiralty,
Polished  Bronze,  Antique Bronze,  Olive Green,
Walnut Brown, Matt Flesh, Gold/Brass,  Copper, Dull Black,
Matt Black, Dull White, Matt White, Yellow Ochre, Red
Ochre, French Blue, Flat Matt Varnish, Matt  Varnish
Satin Matt  Varnish £2.25 per colour

Admiralty Woodstain
Available in 14ml eye dropper  bottles in the following colours.
Mahogany, Oak, Ebony, Walnut or Cherry     £3.32 each

Tensocrom Weathering Pigments
Tensocrom Base Medium 22ml £2.85
Tensocrom Sand (22ml) £2.85
Tensocrom Earth (22ml) £2.85
Tensocrom Grass (22ml) £2.85
Tensocrom Rust -1 (22ml) £2.85
Tensocrom Rust -2 (22ml) £2.85
Tensocrom Oil (22ml) £2.85
Tensocrom Smoke (22ml) £2.85
Tensocrom Kerosene (22ml) £2.85
Tensocrom Fuel (22ml) £2.85
Tensocrom Burnt Brown (22ml) £2.85
Tensocrom White Oxide(22ml) £2.85

Books
Plank on Frame Models. Volume Two £25.00
Plank on Frame Models. Volume One £20.00
Ship Modeling Simplified £14.95
Rigging Period Fore & Aft Craft £22.50
Ship Modeling from Stem to Stern £16.95
Card Modelling £22.95
Ship Modelling from Scratch £19.95
The 100 Gun Ship Victory £14.99
The Battleship Dreadnought £16.99
The Battleship Bismarck £16.99
The Battlecruiser Hood £14.99
Advanced Ship Modelling by Brian King: £16.95
Model Marine Steam £14.95
Scale Model Tugs £14.95
Historical Sailing Ships: Remote Controlled £14.95
Period Ship Kit Builders Manual £16.95
Model Ships Fittings £12.95
Model Submarine Technology £12.95
Painting Model Boats £12.95
Ship Modelling in Plastic £12.95
Scale Model Steamboats £12.95
Making Model Boats with Styrene £12.95
Simply Model Submarines £12.95
The Model Tug Boat Book: £12.95
Scale Model Warships £12.95
Submarines. Models and their Originals £12.95
Scale Model Boats. Building & Operation £9.95
Radio Control In Model Boats £9.95
Introduction to Marine Modelling £9.95
Ship Modelling Solutions £9.95
Scratch Building Marine Models £9.95
Photoetching For The Plastic Ship Modeler £12.95
Super-detailing the Cutter Sherbourne £19.00
This is just a selection from our huges range of books.

Modelling Tools
Mantua 12v Electric Fret saw 12v £110.00
Mini Compressor £99.00
Mantua Spar Lathe. 12V £99.00
Mantua 12v Electric Planer £79.00
Amati heavy duty Building cradle £52.60
Building Slip £54.95
Mantua 4 speed mains transformer £48.40
Deluxe Modellers Tool Chest £38.95
Amati Electric Plank Bender £31.54
Rope Walk kit £37.13
Strip Clamp. £32.95
Bench Vice. £17.50
Swann-Morton ACM Tool Set £22.61
Planet, special work bench £10.58
20 piece twist drill set .3 to 1.6mm £13.23
Amati Pin Pusher De-Luxe £11.45
Pin Pusher £9.07
Waterline marking tool £10.48
A3 cutting mat £11.18
Pounce Tool with 4 wheels £11.16
Assorted grade Sanding Sticks (5) £10.94
Shroud Making Jig £12.72
Zona Fine Kerf Universal Razor Saw 32tpi £9.39
Zona Fine Kerf Universal Razor Saw 42tpi £9.39
Zona Fine Kerf Universal Razor Saw 24tpi £9.39
Zona Ultra Thin Kerf Razor Saw 52tpi £8.34
Zona Ultra Thin Kerf Razor Saw 32tpi £8.34
8 piece twist drill set .5 to 2.0mm £7.38
Rigging Tool £8.14
Archimedean Hand Drill £6.74
Pin Vice with collets for .01 to 3.0mm drill bits £6.64
K&S Tube cutter £6.50
Wooden Clamping Pegs (3) £5.75
Miniature hand plane £5.06

THE MODEL DOCKYARD CATALOGUE

Our non illustrated catalogue contains a brief description and
principal dimensions of over 12,000 product items that are
available from our extensive range aimed and the the scale
modeller. these include both static and  R/C Kits, Plastic kits
and upgrade parets;  the largest range of boats fittings to be
found anywhere, building materials, boat plans, boat hulls,
props, couplings, motors, propshafts etc etc. Whether you
interest lies in working radio control, display period ships or
static kits, our catalogue has everything you will need,   £3.00
plus £3.00 for UK Delivery
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a bit of travel next year. The low cost and small size 
of Footy yachts allows the eager participation of 
children and families, with young people making up 
more than a quarter of the entry, so the future of 
the Footy and radio model yacht racing as a whole 
looks good. 

The boat designs were of great interest, with the 
Italian designs developed only during the last couple 
of years, using up to 330g ballast. This allowed 
them to carry large, tall and effi cient conventional 
sail rigs; their sails were beautifully made using 
a light clear and/or silver/gold satellite fi lm. The 
ballast is some 15% heavier than the heaviest UK 
designs, most of which use swing rigs. All of the 
French hulls were made using diagonally planked 
balsa, bonded with superglue and weighing only 
20 grams each! The winning Phil Tyler SLIM boat 
had been moulded with carbon-fi bre, fi ts into the 
measurement box diagonally and uses a ballast of 
300gm to counteract its tall offset pivot UNA rig, 
again with beautifully made sails. The most extreme 
design, HOOLIGAN by Gary Sanderson, was longer 
than a foot and fi tted in the measurement box both 
diagonally on plan and in the elevation.

Racing

Saturday

Phil Tyler sailing his SLIM design with a large rig, 
was able to win the fi rst two races easily. Race 
3, was won by the young Frenchman Hippolyte 
Bessiere sailing a PROTO, the fi rst GBR boat 

H
eld at Furzton Lake, Milton Keynes at the 
end of July, a great weekend’s radio control 
Footy racing was had by 24 competitors, 

including fi ve juniors, from all parts of the UK as 
well as Switzerland, France and Italy. This annual 
championship event is held in a different country 
every year and this year was organised by Sail 
Footy UK, now an affi liated MYA Class Association, 
and organised with the help of the Two Islands 
Radio Yacht Club. As well as being blessed with 
good weather, the wind direction on both days 
was very favourable, even if it was very light and 
variable at times, which allowed a total of 16 races 
to be sailed. Not only was the weather hot, but the 
competition from abroad was very hot too!

This was by far the most competitive of the 
six Gold Cups held so far and apart from a single 
protest hearing, the event was sailed in a most 
sporting spirit. This made it a friendly event with 
elements of fun and it was good to make some 
international friends and perhaps catch the bug for 

ABOVE: The competitors and race team at Furzton Lake.

LEFT: They can look 
like toy boats to the 
uninitiated, but are in 
fact exciting miniature 
radio controlled 
racing yachts. 

RIGHT: The Junior 
Cup Champion was 
Hippolyte Bessiere 
from France.

2014 Footy 
Gold Cup
Roger Stollery 
reports

event report
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and that perhaps is what is nice about this type of 
racing without having one person ‘miles’ ahead of 
everyone else. At the prize giving, Phil Tyler thanked 
the whole race organising team for setting up and 
running the event. ●

fi nishing behind all of our friends from over the 
water! The situation looked better for GBR in Race 
4, when Rob Vice sailing his ICE, fi nished second 
behind Enrico Audizio of Italy sailing an ENGI 
design.

When racing restarted after lunch, Enrico could 
not hold back Claudio Vigada sailing an URCA, nor 
his dad, ex-Olympic and America’s Cup sailor, Gigi 
Audizio in Race 6. In the fi nal race of the day Phil 
Tyler won again, establishing a slim overall lead over 
Claudio and Enrico.

Sunday

The wind on Sunday morning was stronger and 
from the NW, but that too became lighter with 
direction variations from either the West or the East 
at times. Before the start of racing, Alfi e Hart who 
had previously been fi lming the racing from the 
control area when he wasn’t sailing, set a camera 
on a BOTTLE boat powered by a small Footy rig and 
with everybody’s agreement fi lmed the fi rst B Heat 
race. This went down well and didn’t interfere with 
the racing. Phil Tyler continued his winning form by 
taking Races 8 and 9, with Claudio winning Race 
10. Enrico won Race 11 and Jean-Francois Bessiere 
from France sailing his PROTO design winning Race 
12, with Claudio again winning Race 13. Alfi e Hart, 
a GBR sailor, won Race 14 with his ICE after a close 
battle with Rob Vice. This apparent match race at 
the front of the fl eet continued into the fi nal two 
races, both won by Rob and allowing him to claw 
his way into silver medal position, one point behind 
Phil and just one point ahead of Claudio who was 
just two points ahead of Enrico! So, a close result, 

event report

LEFT: Architect Jean-Francois 
Bessiere’s balsawood PROTO - the 
bare hull almost weighs nothing!

Results - top 10 only
1st  Phil Tyler  Switzerland 
2nd  Rob Vice  GBR
3rd  Claudio Vigada  Italy
4th Enrico Audizio  Italy
5th  Gigi Audizio Italy
6th  Hippolyte Bessiere France
7th  Alfi e Hart GBR
8th  Jean-Francois Bessiere  France
9th  Hugh McAdoo  GBR
10th  Baptiste Galaup  France

Angus Richardson Trophy for most innovative 
Footy -  Gary Sanderson.

T
his was held at the end of June at North 
Weald in Essex, this being the 28th show. 
For what is primarily an outdoor event, the 

weather is critical and this year it was fi ne on the 
Sunday until late, when the rain came in buckets! 
There had also been light showers as the Saturday 
progressed, however prior to the downfall on 
Sunday the weather had been generally kind and 
allowed the model fl yers to make full use of the sky.

Model boating

We are really only concerned with the marine 
activity within these pages and in the large 
dedicated marquee, many local clubs came 
together to make a full display of a wide variety 
of model boats. Leighton Buzzard MBC was the 
organising club (as in previous years) and they were 
well supported by many of the usual clubs plus 
newcomers Fishers Green MBC. As in previous 
years there was a decent-sized outdoor pool 
available which does help to attract visitors into the 
marquee to see the range of models on display.

Trade?

On the trade side, there were some 50 or more 
traders on the fl ight line supplying everything the 
aeromodellers could need and naturally there 

Wings and Wheels 2014
Dave Brumstead 
reports

LEFT: The host club Leighton Buzzard 
MBC with Ron Wem’s model of Lady 
Steph in the foreground.

LEFT: Lady Steph by Ron Wem, based 
on a photograph of the Broom 45.

“ ”
A great weekend’s radio 

control Footy racing was had 
by 24 competitors. 



www.modelboats.co.uk     Model Boats November 201458

event report

ABOVE: Great Yarmouth MBC 
had a range of models on show, 
including a TID tug and a Broads 
Cruiser.

LEFT: Lee Dickinson of the 
Broomfi eld MBC operated 
this tug on the outside 
pool. His model was 
comprehensively equipped 
with all the required 
masthead lights working, as 
well as internal wheelhouse 
illumination.

ABOVE: Keith Henley of the Moorhen 
MBC making use of the outside pool 
with his HMS Bulldog.

BELOW: Fishers Green 
MBC was a new addition 
to the exhibition with 
a variety of models on 
display.

ABOVE: Fun on the pool with fast 
electrics and Club 500’s!

LEFT: AMBO (Association of 
Model Barge Owners) were 
represented.

ABOVE: Southend MBC had one of the largest displays in 
the marquee. In the foreground are two of Ray Malone’s 
tugs; Crowley and Ken Mackenzie.

RIGHT: It was good to see 
Mountfl eet Models with some of 
their range on display.

BELOW: The Brentwood MBC stand.

was a spin-off for us model boaters in that radio 
equipment, batteries, adhesives etc. were available. 
Well known battery suppliers, Component Shop, 
were on the fl ight line as were model timber 
suppliers The Balsa Cabin, SLEC and Howes 
Models who advertise in this magazine. Outside 
the model boat marquee, Mountfl eet Models were 
exhibiting three of their range with fl yers available 

for their other model kits and it was nice to see 
Mark (of Mountfl eet Models) here.

Conclusion

Just up the M11 from its junction with the M25 and 
situated close to Harlow, this is a well supported 
show in terms of aeromodelling, but there is 
suffi cient here for us model boating enthusiasts to 
make the trip. It is not a particularly expensive 
event either.●
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Straight running boats

These may be powered by internal combustion, 
steam or electric power units (even rubber bands 
and clockwork motors many years ago!) and the 
model is released manually by its owner and then 
runs unguided over a course of perhaps 60 metres 
before being stopped and returned by the line 
of ‘human stoppers’ who stand behind a line of 
markers through which the model must pass. There 
used to be just six target markers and entrants 
would score fi ve points for a ‘Bull’, three points for 
an ‘Inner’ and one point for an ‘Outer’ with a zero 
for a total miss. Three attempts at the course were 
allowed and this was monitored by a marshal who 
stood by the start gate. Since then the scoring has 
been updated, but the principle remains the same.

There was a wide and interesting variety of 
power plants in use, including electric motors used 
in many of the Wedge hulls, although vintage steam 
and glow motors and very large 2-stroke petrol 
engines that were popular in the past, were also to 
be seen. In the early 1960’s there would have been 
many of the still (for then) popular British marine 
diesels, but I don’t recall seeing even one on this 
day. I don’t recall seeing a four stroke GANnet 
either, now that I come to think of it, and there 
were certainly plenty of those in the 1960’s as well, 
but like the diesels I expect that they are now prized 
collector’s items. Minor straight running variations 
(not run this day), are ‘Nomination’ where the boat 
owner ‘nominates’ the exact time that his boat will 
take to cover the distance and ‘Circular Steering’ 
where the line of target markers is placed across, 
rather than along, the line of the lake. The latter 

T
his event in June took me back to my very 
fi rst few years as a young model boat builder. 
On this summer 2014 day, Britain’s oldest 

recorded model power boat club, staged a special 
regatta to celebrate its 110th year of model boating 
in Victoria Park, East London. The full range of 
traditional powered model types were seen and 
demonstrated throughout the day beginning with 
the oldest discipline of Straight Running, something 
with which Victoria MSC has had a long association.

The day

Beginning at 1030hrs, several different classes 
were run under the direction of Keith Reynolds, 
beginning with the Wedge class boats, before the 
hydroplane guys took to the water around midday. 
There was then a short and very pleasant lunch 
break during which a magnifi cently decorated 
celebration cake was cut by the Model Power 
Boat Association’s representative Mrs. Sue Odell, 
accompanied by the VMSC President Mr. John 
Underwood, who made a short speech followed by 
a toast to ‘the club’.

After the hydroplane pole had been removed, the 
straight running competition resumed with Metre, 
Functional, Boat and Ship classes being run before 
the day fi nished with a raffl e and the presentation 
of prizes late afternoon. As I say, it was a full day 
of model boating and there were craft on the water 
throughout.

Straight running and tethered 
hydroplanes?

I think it might be sensible to offer a few words 
about what is involved as many readers will have 
never seen, let alone taken part in, a traditional 
straight running or tethered hydroplane regatta.

around the clubs

Déjà vu?
Dave Wiggins and the Victoria Model Steamboat 
Club’s 110th Anniversary Regatta

ABOVE: Memories of an especially happy day for Victoria 
MSC members and their families and friends.

BELOW: The Victoria Model Steamboat 
Club’s 110th Anniversary Cake!

I was reminded, just how sociable an 
activity Straight Running can be.
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itself is an interesting place as it is obvious that a 
great deal of money has been invested in it since 
I was last there in the 1960’s, and there are some 
very interesting diversions for youngsters including 
an amazing skateboard arena and water play area as 
well as a brand new café and other attractions.

The VGSC Club Secretary is Keith Reynolds, 
email: keithreynoldsv71@talktalk.net, or just take a 
stroll into Victoria Park on any Sunday. ●

has the big advantage of requiring fewer (or even 
no) ‘Stoppers’ as owners mostly recover their own 
model boat. Another point about circular courses 
is that they force competitors to adjust the rudder 
between heats, thus ramping-up the skill level 
required.
Tethered hydroplanes

The racing of these is almost as old as straight 
running. For safety reasons, the speed of unguided 
models was limited to 12mph in the early days of 
the hobby, so power boat enthusiasts devised a 
way of tethering very fast, stepped hull racing boats 
to a strong pole set into a lake’s bottom. This had 
(and still has) a smoothly revolving top and boats 
can thus run free in a circle at speeds that began 
at around 15 to 20mph, but have now reached the 
100’s (the magic ‘ton’). On this day, three classes 
of ‘Restricted’ tethered hydroplane were raced 
under the direction of club chairman Norman Lara, 
these being 2.5cc airscrew, 6.5cc waterscrew and 
electric. The fastest time of the day was achieved 
by Jim Free from Blackheath with his B-1 (Sport) 
airscrew hull and the best ‘Sport 40’ waterscrew 
driven time was also recorded by Jim. A sign of the 
times was Martin Broad’s brushless electric motor 
powered hydro’ which managed 89.17mph.

As befi ts such an established club, there was 
a respectable turnout of steam propelled free 
running models including the one and only r/c 
model spotted, an open launch powered by a now 
vintage and quite valuable Saito four cylinder plant. 
Bigger, steam powered free runners included a 
pair of Stuart Turner 10V and Double 10 engined 
craft operated by Don and Dean Reynolds as well 
as some most interesting early steam and petrol 
4-stroke engines bought along for discussion by 
Richard Gorbutt. I also saw an especially interesting 
high speed steam straight runner formerly owned 
by the Blackheath MPBC member Alan Rayman, 
the author of a well known book on the subject.

Conclusion

It wasn’t just competition in Victoria Park as there 
was a great deal of pleasant social chattering and 
nattering and it was also clear that this club has 
been more successful than many in attracting 
younger members to the lake. During the day, 
complete strangers asked sensible questions about 
the hobby such as ‘how are the boats made’? I can 
only encourage our London based readers to go 
along and take a look for themselves as the park 

around the clubs

Results 
Wedge class Straight Running: Delia Reynolds (Victoria)
Boat and Metre class Straight Running: Don Reynolds (Victoria)
Ship and Functional class Straight Running: Dean Reynolds (Victoria)
Airscrew Hydroplanes (2.5cc): Jim Free (Blackheath) - 114.17mph
Waterscrew Hydroplane (6.5cc): Jim Free (Blackheath) - 94.35mph
Electric Hydroplane: Martin Broad - 89.19mph
(Information supplied by Mrs. Sue Odell)

BELOW: Round the Pole hydroplanes!

BELOW: Some of the boats awaiting 
their turn to attempt the steering 
course. The large petrol powered 
RTTL. and the two MTB. boats seen 
are very typical of the straight runners 
of the 1960’s while the brightly 
coloured hulls are somewhat later.

LEFT: Some of the steam hardware 
present, all powered by ST engines 
though often much modifi ed.
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readers’ models

I
n 1768, Lieutenant James Cook sailed to the 
South Pacifi c to observe the transit of the planet 
Venus across the face of the sun. His ship was 

the converted collier Endeavour, and this series of 
pictures show the stages of construction of Brian’s 

1:64 scale model of the vessel, working from plans 
in the Anatomy of the Ship series, ‘Captain Cook’s 
Endeavour’ written by Karl Heinz Marquardt, and 
which is still available in the retail market.              ●

HM Bark Endeavour

RIGHT: Looking more like basket 
work, the basic hull is of two layers of 
veneer, the fi rst layer laid lengthways, 
the second across the hull.

Brian Mitchell’s 
model
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LEFT: HM Bark Endeavour afl oat on the 
Norwich MBC pond. With the sails set 
properly, the model sails straight with 
no other form of control other than the 
wind direction.

ABOVE: The external planking is 
complete, stem, sternpost and keel 
fi tted and the decks are half-complete. 
The decks are in two layers, the fi rst 
being plywood sheet across all the 
deck, followed by planks to scale. 
Attachments for blocks are fi tted at 
this stage.

ABOVE: One of the ship’s four 
boats coming out of its plug. The 
wooden plug was fi rst coated 
with cling fi lm, then brown parcel 
paper, followed by the external 
planks, keel etc.

LEFT: A small boat is being fi tted out 
with internal planks, ribs, fl oor etc. 
Clothes pegs come in handy at this 
time, holding all in place whilst the 
glue sets.

RIGHT: The four ship’s boats in 
position. The lower two are on 
chocks on the deck, the upper 
two laid over spare spars.

ABOVE: The rigging to the foremast. 
All the blocks, deadeyes and ropes are 
to the correct scale sizes and colours. 
The rigging lines are belayed in their 
correct manner, but the ones used for 
actually sailing the model are made to 
run through to enable the sails to be 
set for each tack.

ABOVE: The veneers have been coated with brown parcel paper, deck supports 
fi tted to make the hull rigid and the fi rst external planks of 0.9 mm Obechi are 
being laid, clamped in place until the PVA glue has set.
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HMS Invincible (1907)
Kim White’s new, 
but in in progress, 
model

BELOW: This photo shows the 
differences between the two types 
of turret.

W
hen I fi nished my last model (HMS 
Glamorgan, MB April 2013) I took some 
time off building to enjoy sailing, but as 

you will all know, such idylls don’t last and the need 
to build again grows ever stronger.

With the 100th anniversary of the start of World 
War One upon us I decided that now was the time 
to begin a model of a ship I have loved for many 

years, namely the battlecruiser HMS Invincible and 
it  would be to the same scale as the 1:72 HMS 
Glamorgan.

I’m still not profi cient enough to attempt a hull 
myself, but heard that Southern Cross Models in 
Australia was offering a 1:72 scale HMS Invincible 
hull so I ordered one. By great luck I was able to 
arrange for my hull to be started on the same day 
that the original ship was laid down, namely 2nd 
April. 

Whilst waiting for it to be made and bearing in 
mind  one has to travel some distance in Australia 
for these things, I decided to get things moving 
by starting on the main gun turrets and the rear 
superstructure and you can see the progress thus 
far in the accompanying photos.

HMS Invincible mounted two types of 
experimental electrically-powered 12 inch gun 
turrets, which were later converted to hydraulic 
power. A and Y turrets were built by Vickers,  but P 
and Q by Armstrong’s, so two different shapes to 
build. I have made them exactly like the originals, 

Kindly light been totally scratch built, including manufacturing 
the ropes and rigging. It is a static model, and I am 
very happy with it as it is in my hallway.

A bit of history

Kindly Light was the sixth of six such boats 
sailing the Bristol Channel and was built for Lewis 
Alexander of Barry, South Wales. All the Alexander 
brothers were well known pilots, but in those days, 
the fi rst pilot cutter to reach an incoming ship got 
the business, unlike today where it is all offi cially 
regulated.

She was six inches more in the beam than 
the other cutters, which gave her a slight sailing 
advantage, together with more cabin space, but it 
has to be said that Kindly Light was the last sailing 
pilot cutter to be built before steam took over. She 
was made to the highest specifi cation when built in 
1911 by Armour Brothers of Fleetwood to a William 

T
his is a 1:12 scale model of a Bristol Channel 
Pilot Cutter that was built by Peter Patterson 
of Northern Ireland. Peter is an ex- Merchant 

Navy offi cer and has always been close to boats, 
sailing and has a love of the sea, not that surprising 
really! He built the model following a request from 
myself after I saw some of the other excellent work 
he has produced and wanted it as a future legacy of 
him. Peter is 84 now and it took him two years to 
complete, which is amazing considering he spent 
three months very seriously ill in hospital, but his 
determination to complete the model was a major 
positive factor in the recovery process. Every last 
detail has been handcrafted and the model has 

Tracy Strachan 
describes Peter 
Patterson’s model

RIGHT: A general view of Kindly Light 
which stands in Tracy’s hallway.
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RIGHT: So far the basic rear superstructure and two turrets 
have been built.

out of fl at sheet, as no commercially-available 
turret models exist and the barrels are built-up from 
plastic tubing.

Astute readers will see that the rear 
superstructure, all that has been completed so far, 
is missing the ship’s boats and the skid-beam boat 
deck. So far I’ve made three attempts to get that 
right and have scrapped each one, but at least with 
it not fi tted you can see the details on the upper 
deck.

The fi gures in the spotting top are WW1 naval 
fi gures from the Skybirds range, circa 1920’s, and 
are in keeping with the period of the battlecruiser. 
I plan to have the model fi nished within the next 
twelve months at the latest. The decks will be 
individually planked and operating parts will include 
the searchlights, navigation and bulkhead lighting, 
rotating turrets and smoke generators. A full-length 
feature article will be in this magazine, probably 
sometime in 2016! I hope this little taster will go to 
show that you can start building a model ship, even 
if you have no hull! 

Kim White - September 2014                            ●

Stoba design. The keel, posts, frames, stanchions 
and beams were of English Oak with planking of 
Elm and Pitched Pine and doors of best Yellow Pine. 
Her fastenings were of galvanised iron, with a deck 
of pitched Pine and Teak. Masts and spars were 
Silver Spruce and the sails were of the best fl ax in 
winter and cotton in summer.

She was sailed by one man and a boy and 
had a noted ability to safely ‘heave-to’ in heavy 
seas. This is still appreciated today in refurbished 
originals from that period and some new build 
craft. Kindly Light was a very fast boat in spite of 
her heavy displacement. After her service in the 
Bristol Channel she became the yacht Theodora 
until sold to the Royal Artillery Yacht Club in 1946 
and converted for ocean sailing. She was then later 
bought and used as a training vessel which saw her 
cross the Atlantic, and back, in 1958.

In 1960 she was the founding vessel of the 
Ocean Youth Trust and continued taking boys and 
girls to sea until sold to the Maritime Trust in 1971. 
She was sold back into private ownership in 1993 
on the understanding that she would be restored. 
Her 100th birthday was in 2011.

The Kindly Light model now resides at the home 
of myself and son-in-law Graeme and is hugely 
admired by all and is a tribute to Peter’s skills.

Tracy Strachan - 2014                                        ●

ABOVE: Tracy right, with mum 
and dad, the model’s creator.

LEFT: A close-up of the 
bow area.

A close-up of the stern section.
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I 
thought Model Boats’ readers might be 
interested in my experience of building the 
Wrigley 121 Stern wheeler featured together 

with a Free Plan, in the October 2012 issue, 
courtesy of Glynn Guest. This was only my third 
model and the fi rst from a plan, so I wanted 
something not too diffi cult, but also a little different, 
and Wrigley fi tted the bill nicely. The Model Boats 
feature of its construction by Glynn Guest was 
excellent, well illustrated with plenty of photos and 
a materials list, plus step by step instructions. All of 
the these gave me the confi dence to attempt and 
eventually complete the model.

Paddle wheels

I fi gured the paddle wheels would be the hardest 
part, so started with them. Cutting the various 
circular components for the paddles out of styrene 
(plasticard) with a compass cutter was tedious 
and their assembly a bit of a fi ddle, but the article 
photos and guide were a big help. I pretty much 
stuck to the original recommendations, but I used 
brass tubes (one inside the other) for the paddle 
wheel shaft and its bearings. Here, a chance idle 

moment in a local model shop led to the discovery 
that some brass tubes are a perfect sliding fi t inside 
each other. For the outer tube saddle clamps I 
used plastic shelving blocks suitably bored out to 
accommodate the axle tube. Various ideas were 
considered for the electronic control of the two 
paddle wheel motors, but eventually I settled for 
two electronic speed controllers so each paddle 
could be controlled independently.

Hull and superstructure

Nothing really to report here as it was all 
straightforward and Glynn’s recommended method 
and sequence of construction was absolutely fi ne.

Problems?

Once complete, painted and in use, the only 
problems encountered were:

1) The drive belts initially kept breaking where 
they had been joined, as I had to get them made 
to measure with welded joints. Some tension 
adjustment was necessary! 

2) The front-end of the model needed ballast. I 
tried the method given in the article of putting some 
lead under a dummy lifeboat on the foredeck, but 
the C of G was too high and resulted in some scary 
rolling when turning. So, reluctantly I cut a hole in 
the deck to access the hull interior and put the lead 
ballast inside, siliconed in place to retain it, and then 
sealed the hole and put a dummy tool chest over it.

Conclusion

I am very pleased with the model as it sails 
extremely well, is very manoeuverable and relaxing 
to sail when listening to the rippling water from 
the paddles. It takes a little time to get the hang 
of steering by controlling each paddle wheel 
independently, but once mastered it all becomes 
second nature. Wrigley 121 produces a good 
turn of speed and is exceedingly frugal on battery 
consumption. The model always attracts interest 
and attention wherever I go, whether sailing or not. 
I would highly recommend this model to anyone 
who hasn’t build from a plan before and would like to 
‘have a go’. Many thanks to Glynn Guest and Model 
Boats for the feature and plan of Wrigley 121.         ●

Wrigley 121 Stern Wheeler
Dave Pugh’s model 
from a Model Boats 
Free Plan

Port side view of Wrigley 121 on the garden table.

BELOW: Port rear quarter view of 
Wrigley 121.

ABOVE: A close-up of the paddle wheel drive mechanisms. 
The especially made rubber belts have tended to break if 
over-tensioned.

“
”

A chance idle moment in a 
local model shop led to the 
discovery that some brass 

tubes are a perfect sliding fi t 
inside each other.
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Mooring 
Post

Glynn Guest with 
advice and tips for 
modellers

S
cale steering events can be 
a great club activity where 
members can show off 

their skills whilst manoeuvring 
their models through obstacles. 
You are normally required not to 
touch obstacles when negotiating 
your way through them. One 
common exception is the ‘Touch 
Buoy’ where the model is 
expected to make contact, usually 
with the bows.

Now some modellers seem 
to have a gift for touching, if not 
ramming, everything on the water 
when they sail, but confront them 
with a ‘Touch Buoy’ on a steering 
course and they encounter 
extreme diffi culty and I’ll admit 
to fi nding it tricky when the buoy 

BELOW: A laser pointer can 
be purchased very cheaply.

LEFT: Simply taped on 
the bows of a model, 
it can be useful when 
deliberately aiming for 
a marker buoy.

Laser your way through!
cannot be approached along the 
line of sight.

In your mind’s eye you have to 
keep projecting where the model 
is heading which does not always 
come naturally to some people. I 
did once suggest that a light stick, 
perhaps a strip of balsa, could be 
fi xed to the bows of a model to 
act as a guide when practising 
steering manoeuvres, but 
whilst waiting at a supermarket 
checkout, I spotted another 
possible aid to sharpening one’s 
steering skills.

This was one of those small 
combined light and laser pointers 
intended to be attached to a key 
ring. I remember when laser 
pointers fi rst appeared and they 

were an expensive piece of 
one-upmanship, but nowadays 
they are common and this small 
item was really cheap and hence 
irresistible.

Quick tests were carried out by 
fi xing it to the bows of a model 
with some adhesive tape. The 
fi rst problem was to get the right 
position so the laser beam would 
hit the desired target. Placing it an 
inch or two (25 to 50 mm) above 
the water level and horizontal 
seemed to be best idea. The 
second problem was seeing the 
red spot, not an easy task in bright 
sunlight, so perhaps better in 
overcast conditions and at night 
time would be ideal.

Once the red spot is on the 

target, it needs some skill to keep 
it there whilst the model advances 
towards it, but like riding a bicycle, 
with patience it becomes easier 
until it is something that you can 
do with little conscious effort. 
However, do be warned that solely 
concentrating on the red spot can 
be dangerous as the model might 
sail into problems before you 
realise they are happening!

This idea of just using a laser 
pointer as an aid seems to be 
reasonable, but I suspect that it 
would be frowned upon if used in 
an actual competition situation and 
I’m not sure that hiding the laser 
on a model and only switching 
it on when required would be 
welcomed either! In fact, if you 
were to add a real-time video link 
to a camera on the model whilst 
sailing a steering course, then that 
would be really unpopular!

As a fi nal note to the Health 
& Safety conscious, my little 
laser pointer was sold with a 
warning to avoid direct eye 
exposure. Provided it is used 
with a modicum of care, no 
problems ought to arise. Lasers 
are commonly used in many 
items that can be bought without 
restriction; my collection includes 
a jigsaw with a laser cutting guide 
and one of those lasers used to 
get things straight and level, but if 
you really feel these items are too 
dangerous, then please go into a 
store that sells them and make a 
citizen arrest of all the staff. The 
subsequent court case ought to 
prove interesting!
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M
y wife reaffi rmed that 
she cares for me, when 
just as I was about to 

leave for a sailing session, she 
threw a small bottle at me. It 
contained one of those antiseptic 
hand gels that you can use to 
clean your hands before eating 
food, should soap and hot water 
not be available.

Every so often we get 
reminded about all the ‘nasties’ 
than can be picked up from the 
waters that we sail our models in. 

Wash Your Hands!

LEFT: A typical over the counter 
antiseptic hand sanitizer solution. 
There are numerous brands 
available from high street outlets.

This can result in clubs providing 
some sort of disinfectant hand 
washing solutions at organised 
events, but I wonder just how 
many take such precautions when 
we nip out for a quick sail?

I’ll confess that until my wife 
threw the bottle at me, this was 
something I’d never thought 
about, not that I had the intention 
of eating anything with my hands 
dripping with pond water, but it is 
easy to see that something nasty 
could be inadvertently transferred 
to clothing and possibly ingested?

Considering that I do a lot of my 
test sailing on a local canal, which 
has plenty of visible wildlife and 

therefore even more things you 
never see, then it might also be a 
good idea to give my hulls a spray 
with some sort of disinfectant 
when they are removed from the 
water. There has to be a sensible 
balance to these precautions 
however, otherwise someone will 
no doubt advocate the wearing of 
a full bio-hazard suit when sailing 
our models!

So, a small bottle of antiseptic 
hand gel is something that I try 
to include in the ‘extras’ that are 
taken to ensure a good sailing 
session. Mind you, as I now think 
about it, this idea might be less to 
do with my wife’s feelings for me 
and more to do with ensuring that 
illness never prevents me from 
doing all the domestic jobs I’ve 
been promising to do?
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crows nest

D
isplaying our models at 
public events is a great 
way to encourage interest 

and possibly future involvement 
in our hobby. Questions inevitably 
arise over the methods of 
construction and the materials 
used to create the models.

During the building of my latest 
model, I had reached the stage 

where painting could begin. 
Looking at the ‘bare’ model, all 
the different materials used in its 
construction could be seen. This, I 
thought, would be a good way to 
illustrate how we build our models 
to any interested spectator who 
might just be the next recruit into 
the hobby?

A display consisting of 

immaculate and pristine models 
may well appear impressive to 
fellow modellers, but might at 
the same time be intimidating 
to non-modellers. Nowadays it 
can be hard to convince ordinary 
people that they can create things 
rather than just be consumer and 
I once had a spectator refuse to 
believe that I had actually built 
my Type 21 frigate rather than 
buying it ready made from some 
oriental factory. I’m still not sure 
that opening the model up to 

reveal its wooden construction 
actually convinced him that it 
was home-made! I’m going to 
suggest that when any clubs 
plan any public displays, that they 
include a few part built models. 
Some clubs will undoubtedly do 
this already, but many could add 
this feature. A good idea might 
be to have two similar models 
alongside each other, one partly 
built and unpainted with the other 
completed in all its glory?

Naked Models HMS Tean fi nished, but unpainted. 
The materials used in its 
construction are clearly evident.

HMS Tean now painted, but it is 
not obvious to the casual viewer 
as to how it has been built, and 
from what materials

Model Boats looks at new products
Test Bench
● These pages are open to you - your shop window to bring to the attention of 
our thousands of readers, new products - kits, books, videos, engines, R/C gear, 
motors, anything that could be of interest to model boat builders. Send your 
information initially to Model Boats Test Bench, PO Box 9890, Brentwood, 
CM14 9EF - or ring the Editor on 01277 849927 for more details. 
You cannot afford to miss this opportunity!

Attention - Manufacturers & Distributors

Comparisons of 1719, 1745 

Establishments, Ship Builders 

Repository and Steel’s Elements 

& Practice of Naval Architecture

Written by Allan Yedlinsky. 
Softback, ‘Wiro’ bound, 271 
pages, 372 x 225mm, 10 black 
& white line drawings ISBN: 
978-0-9837532-9-2, Published 
by SeaWatchBooks LLC, 19 Sea 
Watch Place, Florence, 
OR 97439, USA.

Website: www.seawatchbooks.
com., e-mail: seawatchbooks@
gmail.com. Tel: (541) 997 4439. 
This book is only available from 
the publisher. Price: $45 plus $9 
Shipping & Handling USA, $20 
Canada, $30 all other countries. 

Customers can order online, 
worldwide.

Conducting research on ship 
types of the 17th and early 
18th Centuries can be a long 
and sometimes expensive 
undertaking. Whether it’s work 
on a single ship or comparative 
analysis of multiple ships, the 
underpinnings of that work are the 
scantlings* of different classes or 
rates of ships. Scantlings of Royal 
Navy ships are available in the 
1719, 1745 and 1750 revisions of 
establishment fi gures put forth by 
the Navy Board.

In 1788 an anonymous person 
authored The Shipbuilders 
Repository, giving scantlings for 
the era, then in 1805, Steel’s 
famous work, Element & Practice 
of Naval Architecture, provided 

dimensions for the beginning of 
the 19th Century.

In this work, Allan Yedlinsky, 
author and builder of the Euryalus 
series, has put together all these 
sources in an easy-to-read and 
use spreadsheet format. All of the 
scantlings from the above sources 
are laid out a 356 x 203 mm (14 x 
8 inches) format and bound using 
the concealed ‘Wiro’ method that 
allows it to lay-fl at so that 711mm 
(28 inches) of information can be 
viewed.

This book would prove 
extremely useful for ship 
modellers who are planning to 
scratch build a Royal Navy ship 
from this period, thus saving 
time and money when searching 
through multiple sources for 
information.

*Scantlings: A set of standard 
dimensions for parts of a structure 
especially in shipbuilding. (Source: 
Oxford English Dictionary)

Book Review by John Deamer

Scantlings of Royal 
Navy Ships 1719-1805
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These are the remaining four 
volumes of a six volume series 
written by Gerhard Koop and 
Klaus-Peter Schmolke, published 
by Seaforth Publishing, an imprint 
of Pen & Sword Books Limited, 
47 Church Street, Barnsley, 
South Yorkshire, S70 2AS. Tel: 
01226 734222, website: www.
seaforthpublishing.com. All four 
books are in softback, 242 x 
192mm, priced at (RRP) £16.99 
available direct from the publisher 
or through the usual retail outlets. 
The two previously published 
volumes, ‘Battleships of the 
Bismarck Class’ and ‘Pocket 
Battleships of the Deutschland 
Class’ were reviewed in MB, May 
and July (2014), respectively.

ISBN: 978-1-84832-193-9, 
with over 200 black & white 
photographs, maps and plans.

All forty three (forty fi ve 
were built, but two were 
never commissioned) German 
destroyers, designated with a 
‘Z’ (for Zerstörer) prefi x to their 
pennant number, that were 
built between 1934 and 1943 
and saw service throughout the 
war are detailed in this volume. 
Many were lost, but at the end 
of hostilities those that survived 
were awarded to allied navies in 
the general distribution of German 
warships, where some continued 
in service into the 1950’s and 60’s 
before being scrapped.

With these six books in total, 
The Warships of the Kriegsmarine 
the authors, Gerhard Koop and 
illustrator Klaus-Peter Schmolke, 
depict the warships of the WWII 
era German Navy which is 

among one of the most popular 
subjects in naval history with 
almost an uncountable number of 
books devoted to them. Each of 
these volumes contain chapters 
that range from their design 
and development, armament 
and machinery, to appearance, 
camoufl age schemes and 
modifi cations. They also cover 
their career histories and the 
many actions they fought. Heavily 
illustrated with plans, battle maps, 
line drawings and a substantial 
collection of photographs, this 
new six volume edition of the 
series, which has been out of 
print for ten years or more, will 
be welcomed by enthusiasts, 
collectors and ship modellers alike. 

Battleships of the 
Scharnhorst Class

ISBN: 978-1-84832-192-2, 
with over 300 black & white 
photographs, maps and plans.

The Scharnhorst and the 
Gneisenau, the subject of this 
volume, were the product of 
a long, involved and politically 
determined design process 
that saw them develop from 
an improved pocket battleship 
to what many describe as a 
battlecruiser, although they were 
really fast battleships. They were 
the most active and successful 
of the Kriegsmarine’s major 
warships, taking part in numerous 
operations including the infamous 
‘Channel Dash’.

The Heavy Cruisers 
of the Admiral Hipper 
Class

ISBN: 978-1-84832-195-3, 
with over 400 black & white 
photographs, maps and plans.

This volume covers the 
Admiral Hipper Class which 
included the name ship and 

Written by Waldemar Góralski. 
Paperback, 297 x 210 mm, 96 
pages, 176 graphics, ISBN: 
978 83 62878 86 4, published 
by Kagero and sold in the UK 
via Casemate UK, 10 Hythe 
Bridge Street, Oxford, OX1 
2EW, website: www.
casematepublishing.co.uk, tel: 
+44 (01865) 241249. The book 
is printed in English and superbly 
presented. Price £15.99 (rrp) and 
it may be purchased direct from 
Casemate UK or through the usual 
retail outlets.

Blücher, Prinz Eugen, Seydlitz 
and Lützow, among the largest 
heavy cruisers to serve in WWII. 
Intended to be a class of fi ve, 
they enjoyed contrasting fortunes: 
Seydlitz and Lützow were never 
completed; Blücher was the fi rst 
major German warship to be 
sunk in action; Admiral Hipper 
became one the most successful 
commerce raiders of the war; 
Prinz Eugen survived to be 
expended as target in one of the 
fi rst American nuclear tests in 
1946.

German Light Cruisers 
of World War II

ISBN: 978-1-84832-194-6, 
with over 350 black & white 
photographs, maps and plans.

This volume is devoted to the 
six ships: Emden, Königsberg, 
Karlsruhe, Köln, Leipzig and 
Nürnberg that were built 
between the wars. They were 
primarily intended for commerce 
raiding, but the war gave them 
few opportunities for such 
employment, although they did 
provide useful support for key 
naval operations in the Baltic and 
the North Sea. Two, Königsberg 
and Karlsruhe, were lost in the 
1940 Norway campaign, the 
remainder survived for most of 
the confl ict.

Book Reviews by John Deamer 

Warships of the 
Kriegsmarine: Volumes 
Three to Six

German Destroyers of 
World War II

This book is one the ‘Super 
Drawings in 3D’ series that focus 
on the construction of famous 
ships – battleships, carriers, 
cruisers and submarines. With 
ground-breaking 3D imagery, 
each corner, angle, and dimension 
of the ship is viewable. With 
various close-up views, and 
each 3D image is based on the 
actual technical scale drawings 
and photographs, this makes 
an exceptional reference tool. 
Information on the design, 
development and combat history 
of each vessel is also included, as 
well as numerous photographs 
and 1:350 scale drawings.

Prinz Eugen was a Admiral 
Hipper-class heavy cruiser which 
served with the Kriegsmarine of 
Germany, surviving to the end 
of WW2, only to sink following 
Operation Crossroads, a nuclear 
weapon test at Bikini Atoll in 
1946. She was best known for her 
service with KM Bismarck in 1940 
in action with the Royal Navy and 
HM Ships Prince of Wales and 
Hood.

This is one of the series and 
other recent releases include, The 
Japanese Heavy Cruiser Takao 

The Heavy Cruiser 
Prinz Eugen
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WW2 at Sea - The Last 
Battleships

Written by Philip Kaplan, 
paperback, 192 pages, 241 x 
188mm, copiously illustrated, 
ISBN: 9781783036387, published 
by Pen & Sword Books Limited, 
47 Church Street, Barnsley, 
South Yorkshire, S70 2AS, tel: 
01226 734222. website: www.
seaforthpublishing.com, RRP 
£14.99. Available direct from the 
publisher or through the usual 
retail outlets, 

Compared to others in the 
Images of War series, there is a 
good deal more text in this than 
in some of the other titles, but it 
is still fi lled with some excellent 
archive photos.

The title of the book didn’t 
entirely do justice to the topic as 
it actually covers the story of the 
battleship from post-Dreadnought 
onwards. The fi rst sections of 
the book cover the impact that 
the launch of HMS Dreadnought 
had on battleship design going 
into WW1 and then to the end 
of that war and the scuttling of 
the Imperial German Fleet at 
Scapa Flow. Then it moves on to 
tackle the lessons learned from 

the experience of WW1 and the 
story of the battleship, along 
with a short section on the ‘New 
Capital Ship’, namely the aircraft 
carrier. Then we get to the heart 
of the book, covering some of the 
stories from WW2. KM Tirpitz and 
the Bismarck have their stories, as 
does the Graf Spee from the early 
part of the war. Other covered 
include HMS Warspite, the huge 
IJN Yamato, the USN Iowa Class 
battleships, all of which survived 
that war and went on to serve 
in Korea, Vietnam and the Gulf 
War of 1991 before becoming 
museum ships.

I found this an interesting read 
and very well illustrated with a 
good selection of archive photos 
of use to the model maker.

Book Review by 
    Robin Buckland

WW2 t S Th L t

1937 to 1946 and The Japanese 
Destroyer Kagero, both presented 
in the same format.

These books are fantastic 
reference tools for model makers 
and are highly recommended 
because of their outstanding 
graphical colour illustrations, the 
included plans and background 
information, which enable a top-
class model to be built.

If you go to: www.shop.kagero.
pl/lang/en, then you can see the 
full range of these books which 
includes US, French and British 
warships as well as others.

Book review by Paul Freshney

S
cratch building a model boat is a challenge and part of this 
is fi nding detail components to bring the model alive. Many 
vessels are bristling with rivets, nuts and bolts and while 

you can buy the metal versions in plenty of sizes, the price quickly 
becomes prohibitive. 

Cambrian Models produce a range of plastic moulded detail parts. 
As these are aimed at garden railway modellers, they are large 
enough for the sort of scales we normally build in. Rivets are 1.5mm 
in diameter and the nuts 1.5 and 2mm and there is also a useful 
pack of brake handwheels in 3 to 15mm diameters. 
Prices: NA5: 180 Nut & Bolt Heads £1.80

 NA6: Assorted Brake/steam Handwheels & gauges £1.80

 NA7: 230 Rivet Heads (one size) £1.80 

Available direct from the manufacturer or through good model 
railway shops.
Cambrian Models, 10 Long Road, Tydd Gote, Wisbech, PE13 5RB, 
website:www.cambrianmodels.co.uk.

Review by Phil Parker

Written by Philip Kaplan, 128 
pages, ISBN: 978-1-78-346-
2940, published by Pen and 
Sword Books, 47 Church Street, 
Barnsley, South Yorkshire, S70 
2AS. Tel: 01226 734222. website: 
www.pen-and-sword.co.uk. Price 
(RRP) £14.99. Available direct 
from the publisher or through the 
usual retail outlets.

The ‘Images of War’ series 
from Pen and Sword books 
continues to grow at a good 
rate and this time the focus is 
on the Merchant Navy and its 
men and the ships that fed the 
lifeblood of Britain during the war, 
and helped move troops, food, 
oils, equipment and all the other 
material essential to a nation and 
its army in wartime. Commonly 
this series features well captioned 
photos, with a smaller text 
content. While this new title has 
lots of excellent photos, the text 
content is greater than usual.

The author looks at all the 
aspects of the Merchant Navy 
in WW2, along with coverage 
of their hunters, the German 
U-Boat arm. Within what makes 
up a really interesting read are a 
whole variety of aspects of life in 
the Merchant Navy during WW2. 
A hard life, in varied conditions 
from the tropics to the arctic. 
One chapter tackles the story of 
tankers, and what it meant when 
one of these got torpedoed and 
of course there are the Liberty 
Ships, a British design that was 

Plastic nuts, 
bolts, rivets and 
handwheels

built in the USA using assembly 
line production techniques. The 
U-Boats were the hunters, and 
they are included.

This is a well balanced account, 
looking at the U-Boat crews 
alongside the Merchant Navy 
sailors they were hunting, so in 
summary a good picture of what 
like was like serving in convoys, 
relying on the escorting warships 
to keep them safe.

Book Review by 
    Robin Buckland

U-Boat Prey
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 GRP hulls suitable for the plans listed below are available once again:

 Our plans, hulls, and material packs are available to order online: 
 www.myhobbystore.com

 Or by phone UK: +44 (0)844 848 8822 US: 1-(877)230 2998
 10am to 4pm - Monday to Friday

MM1275:  Revive
MM609:  Brave Borderer
MM826: St Louis Belle
MM567: Cervia

MM909: Top Sail Schooner
MM962: Grand Banks Schooner
MM1448: Liverpool lifeboat
MM1482: Kingston Peridot

Sales
FLEETSCALE Yamato hull & fi ttings, 
plus HMS Hood complete; Mountfl eet 
Typhoon, St Nectan, Danny Boy, Pilot 
Boat & Cruiser tug complete. Deans 
Marine City of Ely and HMS Cossack, 
plus others. Member’s illness forces 
sale, so club are assisting sale. 
Mr. McBain, tel: 01316 616891/613295 
(Edinburgh). 

AMERIGO VESPUCCI, 1:84, length 
1250mm, eight 900mm, 75% built. 
Includes remaining parts, catalogue, 
instructions, drawings and reference 
book by Keith Julier, £400 ono, buyer 
collects. Please call Terry, tel: 01635 
34274 (Newbury) or Anita, 
tel: 02084 494023 (Barnet, Herts).

DECAPERM 12v motor, 1:2.75 gearbox. 
Only bench tested, otherwise not used. 
£45 plus p/p. Bob Johnston, 
tel: 01241 874984 (Arbroath, Angus).

CALDERCRAFT IMARA. A very smart 
and well made exhibition 
winning model, twin 6v Decaperm’s, 
Prop Shop propellers, 6ch Rx, twin 
Hitec esc’s, ballast, some internal 
lighting. Needs battery and Tx to sail, 
photos available. Buyer collects. £500. 
Phil Scales, 
tel: 01772 629363 (Preston).

VITT RIB as reviewed in Jan’ 2014 MB. 
Includes KMB 2801 water jet drive unit, 
700BB Neodym motor, servos, esc, 
stand & box. Battery & 3ch r/c not 
included (2ch only if reverse not reqd.). 
£450. John Elliott, tel: 07443 419501 
(Billericay, Essex).

ZWARTEE ZEE Dutch tug, one metre 
long, all electrics inc. VGC, £200. Also; 
Metcalf Moonbeam built to high 
standard, used twice, electrics inc. 
£350. Buyer collects. Paul Newsham, 
tel: 01758 712810 (Gwynedd, 
North Wales).

SIRMAR TYPE 22 Batch 3 frigate hull 
with complete fi ttings set, Jecobin and 
MM drawings, plus large number of 
detail photos, £180. Buyer collects or 
pays carriage. Geoff Humphreys, tel: 
01242 675266, email: Humphreys_
geoff@hotmail.com 
(Cheltenham, Glos’).

1:24 WILDCAT 53 Windfarm Support 
Vessel, featured in August 2014 MB. 
Includes two brushless 1400kv motors 
and two 40A Hawk esc’s. Radio not 
included. £400 ono, buyer collects. 
Brian Roberts, tel: 01978 364058 
(Wrexham).

ACTION RC ELECTRONICS P100 
sound generator; P104 sound elector 
switch; P92 distribution board; P101 
15w audio mixer amplifi er; two of P80 
Condor 20a esc; 100mmdia 8.0KM 6 to 
10w speaker. All for £130, buyer 
collects. Alan Argent, tel: 01279 812418 
(Stansted, Essex).

FLOWER CLASS CORVETTE. 
Matchbox, 1:72 scale, 62cm hull. 35 
years old. Never unpacked, inc. 
instructions, history, three possible 
versions, with motor, propshaft, lead 
ballast. Offers? Barry Rideout, 
tel: 02082 871569 (West London).

FLOWER CLASS CORVETTE built 
from Revell kit. includes r/c and 
rechargeable battery. Sails well. £150, 
Derek Wells, tel: 01772 752150 
(Preston, Lancs’).

JOHN HEMMENS RICHMOND marine 
steam engine, c/w lubricator, drain 
valve, shaft driven pump, 10mm dia. 
cylinders, painted red, as new, £250. 
Alan Phillips, tel: 01371 875718 
(Gt. Dunmow, Essex). 

DER SEEKADETT Marten Howes & 
Baylis steam launch kit, unbuilt, 
complete with steam plant in as new 
condition. Offers invited. Alan Luckett, 
tel: 01515 271028 (Aintree Village, 
Liverpool).

DEKKA BANTON FIRE BOAT, 24ins 
long with r/c, £100. Castle class 
corvette HMS Flint Castle with r/c, 
£125. Bereavement sale, proceeds to 
Macmillan Nurses. Mick Knowles, tel: 
01283 218861 (South Derbyshire). 

Wants
WW11 FLOWER CLASS 
CORVETTE, 1:48 scale Sirmar or 
Fleetscale, made or unmade, HMS 
Bluebell type. John Humphreys, 
tel: 07873 714435 (Chorley, Lancs’).
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Craig Dickson reports from 
Stevenage

BMPRS News
Website: www.bmprs.co.uk

Check around the boat for the tightness of all key 
fastenings, including the nuts and bolts holding the 
key components in-situ. These include the engine 
and exhaust mounts and especially the fi ttings that 
take the full vibration of the engine, such as the 
propshaft coupling and radio control linkages etc. In 
respect of surface drive mono hulls commonly fi tted 
with a plywood reinforcement panel fi breglassed 
into the interior of their transoms, special attention 
should be given to the nuts and bolts that hold 
the exterior hardware onto it, such as the rudder 
support and propshaft tube strut support. When 
these boats have been laid-up after often getting 
very wet, the plywood can shrink and the bolts 
going through it and their associated fi ttings may 
need tightening just a little.
Lubrication All moving parts especially metal to 
metal, should be checked for lubrication, but the 
drive and propulsion system is of key importance. 
The boats using solid driveshafts with a ballrace 
fi tted at the top end of the propshaft tube require 
very little attention, perhaps just a bit of extra 
grease in the bearing housing? The commonly seen 
fl exible shaft drives of surface drive mono hulls and 
catamarans will need more attention. This type of 
fl exible shaft ideally needs to be checked after each 
run for excessive wear and lubricated each time 
whether by a marine grade grease or more oil in 
the oil feed tank just prior to the race. A fl exi-shaft 
running dry of lubrication normally starts to squeal 
and scream just before it snaps! 

H
ello readers! In the October issue of Model 
Boats, I concluded with some information 
about basic boat maintenance after the 

end of a race. So for this issue I would like to fi rst 
give some consideration as to what key aspects 
are needed in terms of preparing a power boat in 
the time leading up to an event. Attention to detail 
prior to a race can involve things that are very 
obvious but often overlooked and that can make 
the difference between success on the day or total 
frustration! 

Pre-race boat preparation

What do we need to think about? It perhaps goes 
without saying that the integrity of the hull following 
the previous race needs to be checked and any 
signifi cant damage from a collision be repaired. So 
let’s assume that the boat has no gaping holes in 
its sides and is good in that respect, and also let’s 
assume that the boat had a good cleanup following 
the last race, otherwise perhaps now is the time to 
wipe away any muck and grease from its inside.

propwash

BELOW: Battling it out at Buoy 
Four, the D4 Patriot of Mike 
Barnes having the edge over 
Malcolm’s Sigma.

TOP: D44: Garry Dickson ‘s Miami 
in a tight turn!

FAR RIGHT: B44: The Challenger 
of Garry Dickson.
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action being the icing on the cake. Ian Searle our 
BMPRS chairman, was Offi cer of the Day (OOD) 
and charged with organising the day’s race events, 
having managed the booking offi ce prior to the 
event. Ian did a splendid job managing the day as 
everything went according to the time schedules.

Highlights of the races?

On this occasion, unusually the two types of boat 
that featured most competitors were the smaller 
engined AA and A classes, but there was still plenty 
of other action on the day! The Results Table clearly 
shows the competitors, who with consistency and 
quick boats, tromped home to take the winning 
positions, but what about those who perhaps didn’t 

Check, and charge, all the key batteries before 
race day, including those of the radio control 
system, starter motor and glow plug. There is 
nothing worse than discovering that you cannot 
race because you forgot to charge one of them.
Check and double check radio operation. This 
includes the failsafe system which will be tested 
prior to each race and if it fails to function, then you 
are out of the event.
Visually check all the water-cooling circuits and 
related connections for integrity.
Check exhaust joint connections which can 
include internal high temperature O-rings on some 
systems and external silicone tubing on others. 
Whilst these components should last a good length 
of time, heat will eventually degrade the material 
and it is better to replace a worn component early 
than fi nd out that it fails prematurely causing the 
engine to stop mid-race!

Check the radio box and its lid to ensure that the 
key seals are in good condition for proper integrity. 
Water ingress into the box is a common cause of 
radio control issues during racing and when a boat 
fl ips over and is partially submerged, that really 
does test the integrity of the seals.
The engine? Check that it turns over freely with 
the spark plug, or glow plug in a nitro (glow) engine 
removed. With nitro (or glow) engines now is the 
time to check that the glow plug still works and 
actually glows when connected to the battery! 
There is no harm also in fi ring-up the engine just to 
make sure it starts as it should easily do, although I 
personally don’t do this.

It is beyond the scope of this issue to cover 
everything, however the points mentioned are 
some of the key ones. Finally when happy with the 
boat, it is a good idea to check your lake-side tool 
box to ensure that all key spares are in it and not 
left at home on the bench! 

Let’s get back to the race action……… 

Stevenage 2014

For quite a few of our members, this venue is a 
long way to travel, which unfortunately does tend to 
limit the entry numbers. However, this 2014 event 
was so superbly organised and offered such great 
facilities that in future we will no doubt see it grow 
in popularity. The host club made us feel especially 
welcome and their facilities include a local cafeteria, 
a splendid lake and a private race preparation area. 
Combined with the rescue boat facilities, it had 
all the ingredients for a great day’s racing, which 
started bright and early with the driver’s meeting. 
Bill Warder (Stevenage MBC chairman) gave us a 
great welcome and reminded us all that fi rst and 
foremost the day was all about enjoyment, race 

propwash

ABOVE: AA42: The very quick 
Challenger of David Clay.

ABOVE: Junior member Luke 
Bramwell’s A6 Sea Spirit going 
fl at out!

LEFT: Can you see the impending 
collision?

LEFT: The winning Cat 2 class Mercury 
of Garry Dickson.

The host club made us feel 
especially welcome and 
their facilities include a 

local cafeteria, a splendid 
lake and a private race 

preparation area. 
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do so well, and why was that? I shall include some 
details here because I think it is just as helpful to 
know why a boat (or its owner) did not achieve the 
expected result as opposed to why the winning 
boat(s) did so well!

AA class

The MDS 28 powered Sea Spirit of Mike Barnes 
took fi rst place with a 99 lap total, so full credit for 
his consistency in both heats. Bernard Holder’s 
Crusader 1 took second place with 82 laps in total 
but what was it that cost him valuable laps in the 
fi rst heat? It was the glow plug in his MDS 21 
engine that failed in that race, the boat needing 
rescue, a replacement plug and re-launch. David 
Clay’s very fast CMB 21 powered Challenger 43 
delivered an outstanding performance in Heat One 
with 61 laps scored at the halfway point. In Heat 
Two however, his CMB 21 engine on its gearbox 
stripped bare the nylon threads of the gear wheel, 
leading to an early retirement, but with 79 laps in 
total David deservedly gained third place. Local 
Stevenage MBC member, Greg Sadler’s Weston 
28 powered GPL 1000 hull was remarkably fast, 
yet he only scored a total of 8 laps and why was 
that? Well, in the fi rst heat he noticed that he had 
radio control issues affecting his rudder (steering) 
control and that of the mixture control servo for his 
engine, so he wisely decided to retire his boat for 
safety reasons and a proper check later. BMPRS 
junior member Kian Searle had a frustrating time in 
this class with no laps scored as his r/c system kept 

constantly going into failsafe mode, shutting the 
throttle before he even completed a lap, but he then 
made up for this disappointment in the A class!

A class

With six competitors in this class the fi rst two 
places were very close, with David Clay’s CMB 45 
powered Orion taking top place, scoring 119 laps in 
total. Bernard Holder was close behind in second 
place with 112 laps. Bernard’s Crusader 2 stopped 
after a collision with Luke Bramwell’s Sea Spirit 
which cost him a few laps after needing a restart. 

Kian Searle’s ASP 46 powered Crusader 2 
performed well in Heat One with his confi dent 
driving, and then in Heat Two, ran out of fuel 
causing him to stop early when he was well ahead, 
but his total lap score of 85 earned him a well 
deserved third place.

My Crusader 3 boat was I thought doing well 
until three times on the trot, it did a barrel roll at 
full speed going around Buoy Two. That remains a 
mystery for me, but I was thankful for fourth place! 
With only four laps total why did Greg Saddler’s 
extremely quick Weston powered GPL 1000 
boat fail to do better? This boat is fi tted with twin 
pressurised fuel tanks and one of them moved off 
its mounts causing it to be punctured resulting in no 
pressure and thus no fuel supply, so he had to retire 
the boat after just four laps of the fi rst heat.

B class

The three competitors in this race all achieved 
excellent consistency as you will see from their 
lap scores in the results table, and this led to 
some extremely close and exciting racing. Bernard 
Holder’s CMB 67 powered Magnum took fi rst 
place helped by his usual excellent driving, almost 
touching the buoys as he went tightly round them! 
Malcolm Pratt’s extremely quick Apache scored 
only four laps less than Bernard for second place, 
although he tended to drive a wider course to avoid 
the risk of hitting a buoy. Garry Dickson’s Webra 
powered Challenger achieved a good lap total but in 
Heat Two (when the wind had picked up leading to 
choppy conditions), he fl ipped his boat over needing 
rescue and a restart which cost valuable laps 
leaving him in third place.

C class  

Despite only two entries in this class, the fi rst heat 
proved to be very close with some exciting racing 
between Bernard Holder and Ian Searle. Ian’s CMB 
90 powered Makara could have been on target to 
win this race as his boat was running exceptionally 
fast. However towards the end of Heat One, his 
boat started making strange noises suggesting a 
mechanical issue. When he brought the boat in, 
it was full of smoke inside. The stuffi ng tube (the 
fi xed tube housing the fl exible driveshaft) had 
moved up towards the coupling causing a huge 
amount of friction, thus the smoke and also the 
glow plug had blown. At the start of Heat Two, Ian’s 
starter belt snapped, so he wisely decided to retire 
his boat for the confi rmed second place. Thus, with 
81 laps under his belt, Bernard Holder gained his 
second win of the day and deservedly so!

Greg Sadler with 
his splendid A 
Class GPL 1000.

ABOVE: The somewhat overheated engine 
of Mike Barnes’ winning D4 Patriot. Note 
the threads of the spark plug (top right) 
containing the cylinder head alloy that melted 
causing the plug to blow out!

Start of the AA class: Luke Bramwell 
quick off the mark launching the 
winning boat of Mike Barnes.

BELOW: The damaged front sponson of 
Malcolm Pratt’s Catamaran.
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D class
The three competitors in this class each had very 
capable and fast boats and the Results Table shows 
how close the racing was! The Gizmo 28 powered 
Patriot of Mike Barnes won with a 120 lap total, 
but engine overheating issues were evident in 
Heat One, and near the end of Heat Two the boat 
stopped. Mike discovered that his engine had been 
literally cooked to death with molten metal visible 
on the threads of the spark plug that had popped 
right out of its housing. 

The GZ 30 powered Sigma of Malcolm Pratt 
perhaps would have won this event if it wasn’t for 
him fl ipping the boat in Heat One, so he narrowly 
ended up in second place with 118 laps in total. 
Garry Dickson’s Miami 55 had two hiccups which 
resulted in him coming third. In Heat One he 
had to stop his boat as he realised that he had 
inadvertently forgotten to change the transmitter 
memory settings to the Miami as they were set for 
another boat! Then in Heat Two he decided to take 
his gloves off and drive a bit more aggressively. This 
ended up with the boat going into the bank with its 
nose stuck deep in the mud!

Cat T1 class

With only Kian Searle in this class, a minimum of 
one lap meant top points!

Cat T2 class

Garry Dickson drove his Mercury catamaran with 
caution which ensured consistent lap scores and a 
total of 81 laps for fi rst place. The CMB 91 powered 
Aeromarine of Malcolm Pratt started off very well 
in the fi rst heat, but then suffered a broken throttle 
linkage resulting in loss of throttle control. He put 
the cat’ into a spin to lose speed and then drove it 
into the bank to stop it, causing damage to the front 
port sponson. Although it was patched-up for Heat 
Two he had lost too many laps to have a chance of 
being fi rst.

Conclusion on the day’s racing

This was yet another thoroughly enjoyable event 
with all the racers’ having great fun, sharing 
good banter amongst the serious business of 
competition. Special thanks go to Bill Warder 
and his colleagues of the Stevenage MBC and to 
Madelyn Reed who did a superb job managing the 
lap counting.

Cheers for now - Craig.●

Stevenage  Results - June 2014
 Name No Hull Engine Heat 1 Heat 2 Total

AA class

1st Mike Barnes 4 Sea Spirit MDS 28 48 51 99
2nd Bernard Holder 86 Crusader 1 MDS 21 35 47 82
3rd David Clay 42 Challenger 43 CMB 21 61 18 79
4th Greg Sadler 72 GPL 1000 Weston 28 8 0 8
5th Kian Searle 128 Manta Picco 21 0 0 0

A class

1st David Clay 42 Orion CMB 45 50 69 119
2nd Bernard Holder 86 Crusader 2 CMB 45 56 56 112
3rd Kian Searle 128 Crusader 3 ASP 46 43 42 85
4th Craig Dickson 55 Crusader 3 SC 46 43 31 74
5th Luke Bramwell 6 Sea Spirit  SC 46 31 30 61
6th Greg Sadler 72 GPL 1000 Weston 45 4 0 4

B class

1st Bernard Holder 86 Magnum CMB 67 64 62 126
2nd Malcolm Pratt 9 Apache CMB 67 64 58 122
3rd Garry Dickson 44 Challenger 48 Webra 61 60 52 112

C class

1st Bernard Holder 86 Magnum CMB 90 68 13 81
2nd Ian Searle 127 Makara CMB 90 61 0 61

D class

1st Mike Barnes 4 Patriot Gizmo 28 63 57 120
2nd Malcolm Pratt 9 Sigma GZ 30 57 61 118
3rd Garry Dickson 44 Miami 55 MPM 31 58 51 109

Cat T1 class

1st Kian Searle 128 Sprint Cat OPS 21 2 0 2

Cat T2 class

1st Garry Dickson 44 Mercury MPM 31 41 40 81
2nd Malcolm Pratt 9 Aeromarine CMB91 27 40 67

LEFT: The D44 Miami of Garry Dickson 
being rescued after hitting the bank in 
a ‘safety fi rst’ crash.

BELOW: The proud Stevenage 2014 
winners.
 



Puffin Models, Unit D3 Backfield Farm, Wotton Road, Iron Acton, Bristol BS37 9XD
Telephone Sales 01454 228184    E-mail info@puffinmodels.com
We are mail order specialists and a local model shop, please phone for direction

SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE’S MODEL SHOP              SERIOUS ABOUT BOATS!

Our prices include VAT
Orders are sent same day

Postage from £3.00 to £7.50

BATTERIES
We sell HIGH QUALITY Li-Poly 
battery packs! 

SAIL BOATS

£29.95

£35.95

£29.95 

£149.95

RADIOS

£72.50

£119.95

£149.95 ACCESSORIES

£14.95
£4.95

£29.95

£33.95

£55.00

from £2.50

                                                from £4.50

£4.45
£11.95

POWER BOATS

£139.95

£74.95 

£124.95

£35.95 

£69.95ELECTRIC 
DUCTED FAN
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 CLASSIFIED  Call 01689 869 852

LIME - MAPLE - OBECHI - CEDAR
WALNUT - CHERRY - MAHOGANY 

PEAR - PLYWOOD - MDF
Extensive range of 

SHEET and STRIPWOOD in both METRIC and IMPERIAL sizes

For lists S.A.E. to

Dennis Nixon
TWIGFOLLY Attleborough  Road

Great Ellingham  Attleborough. NR17 1LQ
www.twigfolly.com

Australia’s  Premier Maritime Hobby Shop

Tel. 61 3 9879 2227
       Mail Order
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Reade Models
Your One-Stop source of high quality injection moulded
model ship and aircraft fittings, fabric flags, vinyl decals
and lining products

www.reademodels.com

 WEB GUIDE  Call 01689 869 852

 SHOP GUIDE  Please call Ben Rayment 01689 869 852

BERKSHIRE
WINDSOR
Mantua Model UK Ltd  179 Dedworth Rd, 
Winsor SL4 4JN   www.mantuamodel.co.uk  
Tel: (01753) 856321   Fax: (01753) 857444
Specialist in cars, planes, boats, Tools and Wood centre
Mon - Sat: 9.30am-6.00pm

LEICESTERSHIRE
LEICESTER
Midway Models
157 St. Leonards Rd, Leicester LE2 3BZ
Tel: (0116) 2701609
For boats & fi ttings. Catalogue: £3.50 UK £5 Overseas. 
Tues - Sat: 9.30am-5.30pm

www.modelboats.co.uk

TYNE & WEAR
Gladston's

North Shields Model Centre
99, Bedford Street
North Shields
Tyne and Wear
NE29 6QJ
T: 0191 257 0335
F: 0191 257 4546
W: www.modelkit.co.uk
E: sales@modelkit.co.uk

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
Mail order available

Boats, subs, cars, aircraft, 
helis, static or RC. Materials,
tools, accessories, we just 
about have the lot !
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LANCASHIRE
SKELMERSDALE
Scale Hobbies   Unit 20, Sandy Lane, Skelmersdale, 
Lancashire WN8 8LQ.      Tel/Fax: (01695) 732800 
Mon-Sat. 9.30am -5.00pm. Closed Tues & Thurs
Mail Order!  • Building and Repair Service
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED!



DOLLS HOUSETH
E

EMPORIUM

100s more items on offer only online! visit www.dollshouse.co.uk/modb15
to order or call 01332 912989 now!

Many more offers online at dollshouse.co.uk/modb15

1000s of NEW items added from leading brands! 

Order at www.dollshouse.com or call 01332 912989 now!

Now with 1000s of NEW items from your favourite miniature brands!

FREE POSTAGE 
AND PACKING 
on orders over £40*

Good to know: We share our customers’ enthusiasm for their hobby – 
regularly posting pictures of their projects online on our company blog. 
Quite simply, it’s something we enjoy!

dollshouseblog.co.ukdollshouseforum.co.uk

pinterest.com/dollshousesfacebook.com/dollshouseemporium twitter.com/dollshouse98% service rating for 
the past 6 months



www.cornwallmodelboats.co.uk
Unit 4D, Highfi eld Road Industrial Estate, Camelford, Cornwall PL32 9RA

Telephone: 01840 211009

AEROKITS, AERONAUT, 
AMATI, BILLING BOATS, 
CALDERCRAFT, DUMAS, 

COREL, GRAUPNER, 
PANART, KRICK, 

MAMOLI, MANTUA, 
OCCRE, ROBBE, SERGAL

MAIL ORDER ONLYMAIL ORDER ONLY
FREE UK SHIPPING ON ORDERS OVER £150

WE STOCK A WIDE RANGE OF RADIO CONTROL
AND STATIC DISPLAY KITS, FITTINGS, TOOLS & PLANS. 

SECURE ONLINE SHOPPING AND MAIL ORDER SERVICE

                        ALL THE HARDWARE, BUILDING MATERIALS AND RC EQUIPMENT REQUIRED TO COMPLETE YOUR MODEL

Visit the website for our full range of kits:Visit the website for our full range of kits:
www.cornwallmodelboats.co.uk

email:email:  salessales@@cornwallmodelboats.co.ukcornwallmodelboats.co.uk

                    ALSO:

SECURE ON-LINE 
SHOPPING AND WORLDWIDE

MAIL ORDER SERVICE
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HM Gunboat William £167.95
HM Mortar Vessel Convulsion £89.95
HM Schooner Ballahoo £59.95
HM Schooner Pickle £124.95
HM Yacht Chatham £83.95
HMAV Bounty £184.95
HMS Agamemnon £588.95
HMS Cruiser £193.96
HMS Diana £440.95
HMS Jalouse £204.95
HMS Mars £183.00
HMS Snake £193.96
HMS Victory £709.50
Mary Rose £242.00

Constructo Kits

Altair 1840 1:67 Scale  £85.45
America Schooner £99.73
Cutty Sark £179.54
Gjoa - Amundsen Expedition Ship  £79.99
HMS Bounty £176.11
HMS Victory £331.73
Le Pourquoi-Pas £189.98
Louise £82.07
Robert E Lee £167.57
USS Constitution 1:82 £297.53

Corel Kits

Berlin £330.00
HM Endeavour £196.00
HMS Bellona £299.00
HMS Neptune £264.00
HMS Resolution £169.00
HMS Unicorn £205.00
HMS Victory £317.00
HMS Victory Cross Section £99.00
Prince William £334.00
Ranger £66.00
Reale de France £540.00
Scotland £66.00
Wasa £405.00

Dumas RC

American Beauty Mississippi River £185.99
Big Swamp Buggy £119.99
Carol Moran Tug £79.99
Creole Queen Mississippi Riverboat £319.99
U.S.S. Whitehall £77.99

Euromodel Como Kits

Ajax 18th Century European Frigate 1:72 Scale £518.95
Derffl inger 17th Century Felucca 1:66 Scale £260.95
Falmouth 18th Century “East India” £594.94
La Renommee 18th Cen Frigate 1:70 Scale £602.95
Lyde 18th Century Schooner 1:70 Scale £296.95

Joysway - Ready to run models

Joysway Blue Mania  £139.99
Joysway Bullet  £145.12
Sea Drifter EP Brushless £360.00

Amati Kits

Arno XI Ferrari 800kg Hydroplane £329.00
Arno XI Ferrari Pre Built Hull £384.00
Bluenose - Fishing Schooner 1921 £87.95
Endeavour 1:35 Wood Hull £259.00
Endeavour (Wood Hull) 1:80 £76.95
Endeavour Pre Formed Wood Hull 1:50 £239.95
Enterprise Pre-formed 1:80 £77.00
Golden Yacht Ship in a Bottle £44.95
Grand Banks Motor Yacht £397.00
Greek Bireme 480BC 1:35 Scale £74.95
HMAV Bounty 1787 1:60 £222.00
Mayfl ower, English Galleon 1620 £159.95
Oseberg Viking Ship  1:50 £99.95
Rainbow (pre-formed) 1:80 £76.90
RMS Titanic £379.00
Robert E Lee £243.99
Viking Ship £99.95

Artesania Latina

Hermione La Fayette 1:89 Scale  £152.00
HMS Surprise 1:48 Scale £595.00
HMS Victory 1:84 £679.99
King of the Mississippi £143.00
Titanic Lifeboat £58.99
Santa Maria £121.50
US Constellation, American Frigate 1:85 £277.00

Billing Boats

Absalon £450.00
Bluenose £125.95
Boulogne Etaples 1:50 £149.99
Building Slip £44.98
Calypso Research Vessel 1:45 £365.99
Colin Archer 1:40 £85.00
Cutty Sark 1:75 £266.95
Fairmount Alpine £324.95
HMS Reknown £75.95
HMS Warrior £449.99
Nordkap 1:50 £269.94
RMS Titanic 1:144  £799.99
Smit Nederland 1:33 £319.99
Smit Rotterdam 1:75 £266.95
St Canute Tug £136.99
Viking Ship Oseberg 1:25 £111.98
Waveney Lifeboat £39.95
USS Constitution £188.99
Will Everard 1:67 £71.94

Caldercraft RC Kits

Alta Liebe £264.95
Branneran £299.95
Cumbrae £266.95
Imara – Single or Twin Screw £458.95
Joffre £251.95
Marie Felling – Single or Twin £395.95
Milford Star £228.95
Northlight £251.95
Resolve £508.95
Sir Kay £294.95
Schaarhorn - Steam Yacht 1:35 Scale £335.95
Talacre £251.95

Caldercraft Static Kits

HM Bark Endeavour £224.95
HM Bomb Vessel Granado £204.95
HM Brig Badger £165.00
HM Brig Supply £134.95
HM Cutter Sherborne £71.95

Caribbean Yacht 1:46 £52.00
Dragon Force Yacht £148.99
Explorer Yacht £148.99
Focus 1 meter yacht £218.99

Krick Kits

Alexandra Steam Launch inc Fittings £300.00
Anna Steam Launch £100.00
Borkum Steam Launch inc Fittings £339.00
Felix £88.93
Lisa M £104.95
Gulnara £271.99
U-Boat £326.95
Victoria Steam Launch inc Fittings £355.00

Mamoli Kits

Blackbeard Pirate Ship £110.00
CSS Alabama £202.00
Golden Hind £180.00
HMS Beagle 1:64 £173.00
HMS Bounty 1:64 Scale £211.00
HMS Endeavour 1:100 Scale £115.00
HMS Portsmouth 1:64 £156.00
HMS Prince £256.00
HMS Surprise £305.00
HMS Swift £126.00
HMS Victory 1:150 Scale £260.00
L’Orenoque £300.00
Roter Lowe £283.00
Valiant £173.00

Modellers Shipyard

Colonial Ketch Mary Burne £214.99
HMS Supply - First Fleet 1788 £ 274.99

Mantua Kits

Amerigo Vespucci £296.00
Armed Swedish Gunboat £140.00
Astrolabe. French Sloop 1812 £197.00
Bruma Open Cruiser Yacht 1:43 £165.00
Golden Star £77.00
HM Endeavour Bark 1768 1:60 £156.00
HMS Victory 1:200 Scale £103.00
HMS Victory 1:98 £283.00
Mercator £145.00
Mincio £94.00
Le Superbe £322.00

Occre Kits

Albatros £79.00
Apostol Felipe (Galleon) £216.00
Bounty with Cutaway Hull Section 1:45 Scale £257.00
Cazador Xebec £180.00
Diana (Frigate) £216.00
Dos Amigos Brigantine Schooner 1:53 Scale £106.00
Gorch Foch £320.00
Nuestra Senora del Pilar 1:46 Scale £450.00
Mississippi Paddle Steamer £180.00
San Marcos (Galleon) £215.00
Santisima Trinidad £358.00

Santissima Section £115.00
Ulises £195.00
London Tram £105.00
Dennis Bus Type B £95.00
Stephensons Rocket £72.00

Panart Kits

Amerigo Vespucci 1:84 £670.00
Anteo Harbour Tug £329.00
Armed Naval Pinnace £132.00
HMS Victory 1:78 Scale £389.00
HMS Victory Bow Section £173.00
Section Deck £130.00
San Felipe £583.00
The Royal Caroline £265.00

Pro Boat - Ready to Run

Impulse 17 RTR £80.00
Westward 18 Sailboat £139.50

Robbe Kits

Dolly Harbour Launch 1:20 - New Version £129.95
Dusseldorf 1:25 Almost Ready to Run £374.95
Magin One Black Race edition £189.98
Magin Two £190.00
Paula IV £165.00
Sylt Police Boat £549.95
Rapido 600 £139.99

Sergal Kits

Cutty Sark £358.00
HMS Bounty £174.00
HMS Peregrine £182.00
HMS President Light Frigate £77.00
HMS Racehorse £77.00
Mississippi 1870 £356.00
Soleil Royale 1669 £710.00
Sovereign of the Seas £710.00
Thermopylae £77.00
Wasa £710.00

Thunder Tiger

ETNZ 1M Racing Yacht £219.95
Naulantia 1M Yacht £149.99
Team china 1M yacht £219.95
Desperado Jr. ARTR Catamaran  £119.99
Outlaw JR OBL Power boat Combo £165.95

Victory Models

HM Granado £261.95
HMS Fly £289.00
HMS Pegasus £344.00
HMS Vanguard £684.00
Lady Nelson £117.95
Mercury Russian Brig £354.00

Plastic models also available in:

Airfi x, Revell, Trumpeter and many more!!

SPECIALIST ADVICE
AVAILABLE!

All prices correct at time of going to press




