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MESSAGE 
FROM THE BRIDGE 
GREETINGS ALL! 

lt is rather ironic that with the centenary of the much publicised 
maritime disaster of RMS Titanic, which we are covering in this 
issue. that the modern cruise liner Costa Concordia should 
suffer a maritime disaster in Italy, fortunately with not so many 
lives lost. Even with modern technology and communications 
the sea is the master and should be treated with respect and 
caution. lt would be nice to feel that over 100 years much 
has been learned from the Titanic incident... but has it? For a 
maritime model maker looking at the media pictures of the Costa 
Concordia aground you cannot fail to ask the question, " If it was 
a model would the vessel ever sail?" With such a vast area of 
superstructure above the waterline compared with below she, as 
all modern cruise liners. looks inherently unstable and I am sure a 
model of her would be rather unstable especially whilst turning. I 
am sure there are some marine design engineer readers who can 
answer the question, just let me know. 
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Some other articles that should be of interest this month include 
Barb's Boat which is our free plan of a modern sports runabout 
with a female crew, again we have a laser cut woodpack available 
and I believe this is the most comprehensive woodpack we have 
produced with 82 parts. For scale sail modellers the article on 5 
Masted Square Riggers should bring back the days of real sailors 
who certainly had to work hard for their rations. For the warship 
enthusiasts the WWII Landing Crah 39 should be of interest. 

Have a good month maritime building, sailing or just armchair 
reading. I should be at the 
South West Model Engineering 
Exhibition in early April, it is a 
long way for me and Mrs S. to 
travel - at least 2 miles! 

Editor's Picture of the Month 
Practising for the Olympics is 
proving useful by racing against 
model yachts! 
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MASTHEAD 
NEWS OF INTEREST TO THE 
MARITIME MODELLER 

NATIONAL MARITIME MUSEUM, GREENWICH, 
LONDON 

A new exhibition is running from 27th April to 9th September 2012 
named 'Royal River': Power. Pagentry & The Thames -In Celebration 
of her Majesty the Queen's Diamond Jubilee. The exhibition 
comprises nearly 400 objects, including 50 objects generously lent 
by Her Majesty The Queen from the Royal Collection and over 250 
items on loan from museums. galleries and private collections across 
Europe and America, many of which have never been on public 
display before. lt also draws on an array of objects from the National 
Maritime Museum's own pre-eminent collections. 

Royal River marks the 75th anniversary of the National Maritime 
Museum, which was opened by King George VI on 27th April 
1937. The Museum's opening was one of the new King's first 
o fficial public engagements. His speech from that day. in which he 
praised "the qualities of Drake, Nelson and Franklin" will be on 
display in the exhibition, alongside his Admiral of the Fleet uniform. 
The exhibition explores the many and varied uses of the Thames 
across five hundred years of British history. A wealth of fascinating 
objects take visitors from Anne Boleyn's coronation procession 
to Lord Nelson's funeral. from the gilded magnificence of the Lord 
Mayor 's pageant to the noxious horror of the 'Great Stink', and 
from the great riverside seats of regal power to the floating palaces 
o f the royal yachts. Among the paintings, manuscripts and beautiful 
artifacts chosen for the exhibition, highlights include the rarely seen 
uniforms, silver and barge decorations from the City's many livery 
companies, an elaborate silver microscope made for George Ill and 
the sixteenth-century Pearl Sword, which to this day the monarch 
must touch upon entering the City of London. 

David Starkey guest curates this landmark exhibition on the 
enduring relationship between Britain's Royal families and the 
world's most famous river. sponsored by Barclays. Admission: 
Full £11.00, Concession £9.00, Family ticket £24.50. 

For further details visit www.nmm.ac.uk or telephone 020 8312 
6565. 

INTERNATIONAL WARSHIP WEEKEND IN 
BELGIUM, 19TH/20TH MAY 

Hello Campers, 
The Scottish Warship Association and I are pleased to announce 

an International Warship weekend in Belgium, it's been talked 
about for years so we have decided to organise it, hoping we 
will get your support. it will be held on the weekend 19th/20th 
May in Hofstade near Brussels, the location is superb, I think we 
would call it a lido, with excellent facilities at the pondside and 
accommodation close by. 

The club are keen to have us Cthey do the wonderful D-Day 
displays at the Dortmund show) and are showing a hospitality 
seldom seen. 

Accommodation is €16 ppn in the Sport Hotel in the park. the club 
is offering us breakfast, but I think we should contribute as it could 
be expensive for them. 

The Off Shore Support guys often have an international event in 
Europe. I think it's time the grey funnel people did as well. I think 
there is interest from other Europeans to go and I've certainly had 
good vibes over here. 

We are not planning any competitions just a good time to be 
had by all , we hope to have a similar atmosphere to the Glasgow 
Warship weekend. The support we have had from the Belgians 
has been superb, the facilities are superb so it should be a great 
weekend. 

If you would like to see the facilities see 
http:/ / users.pandora. be/suys/ 
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They would like an idea of numbers, so can those interested 
please contact me David Jack, Email: david.jack5@btinternet.com 
so we can keep the club informed, we also would need to know 
how many need accommodation. 

SOUTHAMPTON 
MARITIME MUSEUM 

Having for many years 
been housed in the Old 
Wool House down near 
the docks. the contents 
of Southampton's 
Maritime Museum are in the process of being transferred to the 
Old Magistrates Building adjacent to the Guildhall. This is being 
substantially redeveloped as the new 'SeaCity M useum' planned to 
open in April 2012. There will be two permanent galleries and one for 
temporary special exhibitions. The latter will initially host 'Titanic - the 
Legend' timed to coincide with the 1 OOth anniversary of the sinking. 
The Wool House. which it is hoped will not be lost. was built in 1417 
as a warehouse for wool and later alum. During the 18th century it 
was used as a prison and carvings by French prisoners may be seen 
on some of the beams. The Wool House housed the museum from 
1966 to September 2011. KH 

J CLASS YACHTS 
'Have just read the article on P18 and thought your readers might 

be interested to know about two opportunities to see J Class 
yachts racing in UK waters. There's a series of races planned at 
Falmouth at the end of June, then in the Solent in mid July. Having 
seen Endeavour and Velsheda in action in the Solent a few years 
ago I can say it's definitely worth seeing! 

Have a look at the J Class Association website for details - they 
reckon at least six will be competing.' John Irish. 

LEEDS & BRADFORD MODEL BOAT CLUB 
At our annual dinner and presentation troph ies were presented to 

skippers as shown in the photograph. 

From Leh to Right: 
Best Boat in Club - Rowland Longbottom 
Sail Secretary - Peter Barker 
Burt Hardisty Memorial Trophy for Scale Sail - Mick O'Connell 
Junior Power Steering and Junior Tug Towing - Sophie Coates 
Power Steering - Alec Barnes 
Tug Towing - Peter Barber 

Margaret Barnes, Secretary MMI 



DIARY DATES 
WHAT'S ON, WHERE AND WHEN? 
Event Dates for your Diary 
If you know of any confirmed Maritime related events and you 
would like us to include them please let us know either by email 
mmi@traplet.com or post to The MMI Editor, PO Box 4239. 
Shepton Mallet BA4 9AQ. We need the Date, Venue, Organiser/ 
who to contact and crucially an Emaii/ Website address and/or a 
telephone number, a post code would be useful for Sat Nav's. 
A full listing of events for the year can be found on 
www.marinemodelmagazine.com/ diarydates 

APRIL 2012 . DIARY . 
APRIL8 
Tug Towing Competition 
Balne Moor MBC, Kingfisher Pond. Start 1 030. Refreshments. 
Contact Peter Newton <Sec), Tel: 01977 791825 

APRIL 14 
The Seventh South West Ship Show 
Parish Wharf Leisure Centre, Portishead, Bristol BS20 7DD. 
10 am to 4 pm. For further information contact 01275 846178 or 
www.coastalshipping.co.uk 

APRIL21/22 
The National Model Boat Show NEW SHOW 
In the centre of the country for all, Saturday 10 am to 5 pm, Sunday 

1 0 am to 4 pm. Hermitage Centre, Coalville. Leicestershire LE67 
5EU. Clubs from all areas welcome. There is a lake to sail on. 
Contact for further details 01606 891999 

APRIL22 
Luton & District Model Boat Club, 20th Anniversary 
To celebrate the L&DMBC have an Anniversary Open Day. Join us 
at our lake in Wardown Park, Luton from 1 0.30 am. The emphasis 
will be on the word FUN and will include the MPBA non-competitive 
events. For the youngsters (and the not so young?) the club 'have a 
go' boats will be available. Come and join us and bring your models 
for display. More details look at www.lutonmodelboat.co.uk 

APRIL28 
Scale Steering. Open Competition including MPBA 
Qualifier 
Balne Moor MBC, Kingfisher Pond. Start 1030. Refreshments. 
Contact Peter Newton <Sec), Tel : 01977 791825 

MAY 2012 DIARY 
MAY6 
Model Boat Show, Appledore, Devon 
lt is being held at the RNLI Appledore Life Boat House, Appledore. 
10 am to 4 pm. Further details from Richard , Tel: 01237 4 78187 

MAY6 
Tug Towing Competition 
Balne Moor MBC, Kingfisher Pond. Start 1030. Refreshments . 
Contact Peter Newton <Sec), Tel: 01977 791825 

READERS• LETTERS 
A DELVE INTO THE EDITOR'S POST BAG AND EMAILS 

Dear Mr Stevens, 

I am sorry about the delay for not writing earlier but I was not 
notified o f your magazine's publication on the subject of the Port 
o f London Authority tug Plangent, which appeared in the July 2011 
edition of MM/ until recently 

Port midships view of full 
size Plangent 

The main body casing is basically right with some changes. The 
tug 's draft when fully laden with fuel, oil, water and stores was 13!12 
feet. The Plangent's bollard pull was 20 tons with her Cross/ey 
engines. against 15 tons of her sisters. She was the most powerful 
tug on the river and docks for 10 years. The colour scheme was 
a good working colour. all teak red casing, Post Office red inside 

bulwarks. black scuppers. 
black hull, and no white line 
around the hull. 

The paint was called 
lagaline. which dried very 
quickly The funnel was in 
light buff with black cowl 
top. The Plangent only had 
grey paint for a couple of 
years when working in the 
salvage department. she 
did not do tow shipping. 
They were indeed of a 
robust design and were well 
looked after by their crews. 

The Plangent herself 
was the Commodore's 
(senior master) tug for 
years. she was, and I can 
quite honestly tell you. 
the second yacht of the 
Authority with the steam 
yacht St Katherine (built 
1926). The gent as she 
was known when dressed 
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Stern view of PLA tug Plangent 

up with her white duck awnings and hatch covers and brass-work, 
there was plenty of it. She was a smart sight you could eat out of 
her scuppers! The teak casing was marision polished, her funnel 
and capping a/so. She just did not do shipping but carried foreign 
trade delegations and dignitaries (the Mayoress of San Francisco), 
rulers of state (Sultan of Zanzibar), company chairman and so on to 
show how busy and the business of the port authority; indeed ship 
stay three abreast awaiting berths, and again at Z anchorage. 

it is mentioned that lifebelts only were carried, plus a small copper 
tanked liferaft. If you had thrown one over the side in those days I 
doubt if it would have lasted long. in the docks the water was like 
a soup. it is also mentioned about the after peak store. yes it was 
large it had to be carried usually by two coils of 7 inch sise/ rope for 
bridles. One coil of 10 inch rope which was used for ships like the 
Tasmania Star (the largest single screw ship of her day. it weighed 
74 tons), the rest of the store was filled with coils of 3!12 inch sise/ 
rope for hands lines. salvage equipment (the elephant's foot) etc. 

The plan shows what is called a flush hatch, it is not, it is a 
manhole cover which screws in three quarters of a turn that held 
the after ballast of 13 tons of water. the same forward it held 10 
tons of freshwater. The forward port manhole cover was usually left 
dry and empty. The fourth on the bridge deck is the coal chute for 
the galley. 

The reason basically these tugs lasted so long was that they were 
so well maintained, whilst all four were in the Royal docks one was 
always in dry-dock, there was only an approximate overlap of six 
weeks. As for the re-engining of the Plagal, no comment. 

On the subject of the fenders the stern head fender is large. it 
had to be as they pushed their way through the craft under the mat 
fender. it measured ten feet wide and 13 feet long all made by the 
crews, under this, when any of the tugs were in the shops. Harland 
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& Woo/f put over a bumkin fender made in their lofts. this was 
certainly not enough. The rest of the port and starboard fenders 
were figure of eight mats. 

The towing hooks of the Plangent and her sisters did come from 
the builders with rather large mud type towing hooks but early on 
the arrival of the main deck hooks (two) were changed to London 
type hooks these could be handled by one man. The centre hooks 
were left on although some skippers still did tow on them with a 
high bridle. Years later the main deck London hooks were again 
changed and one anti capsize Brittania towing was fitted. 

The bollards on the four quarters are not general type they are 
staghom, the hatch aft the planks are the wrong way round and the 
combing not made up for bars and wedges. The windows of the 
wheelhouse are of the railway carriage type for a good reason, the 
airhorn on the funnel is not flaired enough and there is no diaframe 
box. The layout of the wheelhouse I'm afraid is nothing like it. 
you would not tow a ship. The two ladders to the bridge deck are 
vertical not at an angle and the doors to the companionway the 
planks are six inches wide by two inches thick. 

The windlass forward was only used for Board of Trade sports (/ 
should know). The davit for'd was housed inside the port bulwark 
and was taken off in 1962, the holding bracket came off a couple of 
years later. the main deck was laid with asphalt (type ofJ. Port and 
starboard navigation lights were always at bridge deck level never 
swung out, they would soon get knocked off. 

The two 5/ 16" thick steel doors in the casing. one is the larrin 
locker and paint and shackle store, the other is the loo and they 
both had ring handles not levers ropes catch. Funnel lights are not 
shown not that they were much good, but were of defused glass to 
stop glare Cone side was painted in). 

For years there was a box (wood) alongside the engine room 



casing on the starboard side to the break of the bridge, it held 
salvage trunking for pumping mostly The Plangent had the largest 
salvage pumps of any tug. 9 inches. one of her more outstanding 
exercises was when the flour mills to use the term went up in 
flames at the Victoria dock, she pumped water up for 3 days 
practically non stop. Her pumps were larger than anything the fire 
brigades had. the height of pumping I would have to look up. 

The kart nozzles on the Plangent were fixed in all the years she 
was in being, I only know of 3 occasions of them being choked 
one was a T & G barge sheet; the others (companies used to lash 
pallets together to form a square, one of these was sucked into 
the starboard kart) the PLA used to supply adequate booms for the 
same purpose, the tug had to be dry docked. The last one was a 
2Y2" wire from the heavy lifter London Mammoth. 

The rudder(s) were plate type with leg of mutton head. Plangent's 
three sisters had a single rudder. In the early days skippers 
complained but to no avail for twin rudders. the bosses were there 
to be drilled for twin rudders. The Plangent with her twin rudders 
and fixed karts was admirable for close quarter towing and a lot of 
the heavy tows CBrocklebanks etc>. 

The plan does not show the rope stops on the after end of the 
bridge deck these were fixed type (some tugs they were strapped 
so as to turn). 

The height of the flagstaff in her shipping era was short with no 
after light on the top it was only about 3 feet above the after rail. 
When she did have an extended flagstaff she did not do shipping 
and was painted grey (salvage department colours) the light was 
raised because to show it above a mud hopper in ballast. 

On the hull the rubbing strake on the plan shows a half round. 
it was not, it was literally what really looked like a railway line, 
even this was not enough when a lighterage tug. the S.A. Everard 
rammed the Platina amidships (ran out of air), setting the plated 
back 3 inches. 

lt is a pity there is no shell expansion. The drafts of the Plangent 
are in the National Maritime Museum. 

I hope this letter will put some substance into the Port of London 
Authority's old tug Plangent. and if there is to be a model of the 
Plangent let's get it right. 

Regards. 
N. E. Kimbrey, Essex 

Response from Jim Pottinger: 

"My plans were drawn from small general arrangement which 
was published in the technical press at time of commissioning, 
and as we all know in many instances these are often quite basic, 
and some alterations and modifications are often carried out at 
time of building. Just a pity that I was not able to have access 
to this info at the time. Anything that helps to make an authentic 
model is fine by me." 

Dear Sirs, 

I am researching the Hain Steamship Company. based in St Ives, 
Cornwall, and am looking for any models of their ships that might 
be available. Would you be able to help me on this? If you or your 
readers know of any source for these models - apparently a model 
was made of all their ships - or any companies that might have 
them for sale, can you please let me know. I wondered if any of 
your readers might be able to help? The project I am working on is 
a new bar/ restaurant occupying their old offices in St Ives, and the 
client is keen to acquire models of the ships. 

Many thanks. 
Robert Renak 

Dear Editor. 

The mystery of the nautical key 
I doubt you will remember me, we did have a chat a couple of 

years ago at the International Model Exhibition near Leamington 
Spa. I have been a subscriber to the magazine since 1995, and 
in that time there have occasionally been quiz features asking 
nautical questions, and I wondered if you would be interested in 
the enclosed photographs. My friendly physiotherapist has shown 
me the box and contents and knowing I was interested in nautical 
things asked if I could identify their use. I could not, the only 
explanation I could guess at was that the key appeared to be of 
some importance to be housed in such a splendid case. and that it 
was something to do with liquids. perhaps a special opener for the 
rum stores when the issue was to be made for general distribution 
and therefore held in the Ward room or its equivalent. The box 
appears to be in mint condition and is not marked in any way. so it 
seems to have been treated with respect. and little used. Picture no 
1 shows the box with the anchor inlaid on the box top; picture no 2 
shows the topside of the key as fitted into the box; and picture no 3 
is the bottom side of the key, which appears to be simply screwed 
into the top piece. 

Anchor inlaid in the mystery box top 

Topside of the key inside 
the box 

Bottom of the key screwed 
in place 

There are many readers who have had Royal Navy and Merchant 
Navy experience and who will therefore be in a good position to 
identify the piece. and it may make a half page in a future edition 
and create some correspondence. Hope you find it helpful. I belong 
to Knightcote Model Boat Club. and greatly enjoy the monthly 
magazine for which many thanks. 

Yours sincerely. 
W H. J. Saunders 
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MEETING POINTl 
REPORTS OF EVENTS HELD OVER 
THE PAST FEW MONTHS 

Vladimuir Monomakh f 885 from Jim Baumann, awarded gold and 
Best Ship Model 

IPMS SCALE MODEL WORLD 2011, TELFORD, BY 
WILLMURRAY 

In recen t years this show has just grown and grown. with more 
and more models being exhibited. However. in 2011, a plateau 
was reached when it was obvious that the number of models to be 
seen. especially in the marine sections. had levelled out and even 
decreased slightly. A sign of the times you may ask. perhaps so. 
however. in terms of people attending it was as popular as ever. 

Of course this is not a specifically marine show it caters for all 
forms of modelmaking. where the model is made predominantly 
from plastic kits or with a high proportion of plastic in their content. 
The competition side happily does not exclude scratch-built or 
heavily modified models though, far from it in fact. Here models are 
not necessarily judged by their absolute fidelity to a certain vessel it 
is more of an impression. level of detail and overall finish. basically 
does it look right in other words. 

In the competition as a whole the entries were down by about fifty 
overall however. the marine section did hold up better than I had 
expected. Most of the usual entrants were in attendance. these 
included Jim Baumann. Eric Dyke. Mark Slota and Mike McCabe. 

HMS Diamond from Eric Dyke awarded gold 

HMS Abercrombie from Eric Dyke awarded silver 

1 0 APRIL 2012 www.marinemodelmagazine.com 

HMS Winchelsea from Mike MaCabe awarded gold 

SMS Planet from Jim Baumamm awarded silver 

Latest brass etch and other items from Pontos Model of Korea 

Jim Baumann was again awarded a gold medal and Best Ship 
Model with his evocative model of the Russian warship Vladimir 
Monomakh of 1885. This is a superb model at the scale it is built 
to. with fine stray hair free rigging and a general fidelity to scale and 
finish that builds of larger scale models should take note of. Jim 
was also awarded a silver medal for his example of the German 
vessel SMS Planet. 

That old stalwart Eric Dyke. was also awarded a gold medal for 
his example of the pre-war Daring class destroyer HMS Diamond; 
Eric also entered an example of the monitor HMS Abercrombie, 
this was awarded a silver medal. Both models are fine examples of 
small scale marine modelling and fully deserved the awards. 

Mike McCabe received three awards. two gold medals and a 
commended for his rather fine example of HMS Winchelsea. the 
minelayer HMS Manxman and a diorama of the ferry Isle of Thanet 
at the Gare Maritime Dunkirk during the Dunkirk evacuation. 

Moving on to the commercial and general display side of the 
show there were some very interesting examples of new products 
on display from Revell and ltaleri who had just released their latest 
product. that of a Vosper MTB which has been awaited for so long. 
One very interesting product was from Korea. The company had 
brought some very fine examples of their photo-etched products to 
enhance kits of various warships. They are of outstanding quality 
and overall the best of their type that I have seen of late. 

All too soon though it was time to return home; some had long 
journeys ahead of them for there were visitors from all parts of 
Europe. the US. Canada and Japan such is the reputation of this 
truly international show. 



LONDON MODEL ENGINEERING EXHIBITION, 
20TH-22ND JANUARY 2012, BY BARRIE STEVENS 

Billed as the south's leading exhibition for model engineers and 
modellers. this is the first major exhibition of the year and is now 
well established at Alexandra Palace in North London. This iconic 
building is very historical which was first built in 1873 and opened 
as 'The People's Palace'. in 1936 part of the palace was used by 
the BBC as the venue for the first public television transmissions. 
Coincidentally this year at the same time as the Model Engineering 
Exhibition live TV broadcasts were being made of the Snooker 
Championships in an adjacent hall. 

With over 50 clubs and associations present the maritime 
modelling clubs, associations and traders were well represented 
with many new models not seen at other exhibitions. This exhibition 
even though listed as a model engineering exhibition, has many 
of the other modelling specialties well represented like cars, 
lorries. tanks. aircraft and helicopters. One part of the Great Hall 
is allocated to the Model Zone area where operational models 
and aircraft can be demonstrated with areas set aside for model 
workshops. 

The Moorehen MBC was voted second best in clubs stands 

Dave Vaul with his attractive fishing boat in repair as a diorama 

f 00 years of the Titanic incident, an impressive display 

lt was good to meet many readers at the Traplet stand with again 
many new suggestions made to me of how to make MMI even 
better! The winner of the free draw on the Traplet stand for a bag of 
maritime goodies was Adam Rae from Ipswich. 

The prestigious London Model Engineering Exhibition Society 
Shield was won by Maiden and District Society of Model Engineers 
followed by Moorhen Model Boat Club in second place with 
Northolt Model Railway Club in third. 

Planning is already under way for the 17th London Model 
Engineering Exhibition. which will take place on 18th-20th January 
2013. MMI 

Michael Willis ' excellent coaster Gemini 

A busy scene with the Alexandra Palace organ in the background 

RIGHT: An interesting use 
of foam board to build an 
MTB from MM/ plans by 

Luton & District MBC club 
member Tom Chapman 
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POWERPLUG 
ffiCKR8n8NSAPNROFN8N 
FAST ELECTmC RTR MONOHULLS 
(!iw Q i (,) iiij@ifia.••miJiiii#iJIQ@kNAiUIQ.£(jli§.l .. i~ USA 

N ot unlike many other marine modellers in my age bracket, 
my first introduction to the world of radio control centred 
on the R/C model aircraft of the late 1960s and early 

1970s. In that time period the use of proportional radios and really 
reliable engines became commonplace and the hobbyist also had 
a wide array of quality plane kits to choose from at the local hobby 
shop. Another trait of that time period was that you 'd usually find 
that many plane kit manufacturers would produce two or three 
different size/scale models of a particular aircraft design to help suit 
the buyer's wants and needs. Done this way. the modeller could 
match his/her current power plant to whatever size aeroplane kit 
was on the store shelves and to the available space in the flyer's 
car boot. Now. ProBoat has taken this basic theme of size design 
and applied it to a pair of new fast electric RTR monohulls with their 
26 and 31 Impulse deep-vees. Diverse in their dimensions, hull 
makeup and power systems. both of these pre-built marine craft 
will be reviewed in this MMI article; so, here's the lowdown on their 
abilities. 

IMPULSE 26 BASICS 
Moulded from a tough white ASS plastic, the 660 mm long 

Impulse 26 hull comes straight from its cardboard box with 
everything mounted but its rudder blade, propeller and antenna 
tube. A ll of the boat's hull/deck/canopy graphics are affixed as well 
and the 26 has the same inner-hatch cover found on many other 
ProBoat vessels . Both the 26 and 31 Impulses share a common 
owner's manual and you'll also find a smaller Spektrum radio 
booklet included with the smaller monohull's main paper guide. To 
support the RTR hull a four-section ply cradle is supplied and it will 
require some cyano or epoxy adhesive to lock the stand pieces into 
a solid hull platform. On my test example all of the 26's components 
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The Impulse 26's moulded plastic hull uses a separate/glued-in 
inner structure to provide the battery, ESC, rudder servo and 
receiver-mounting points and a dual Velcro strip/ strap set-up 
retains the NiMH pack to the boat 

were undamaged during its shipping period, including the pistol 
style transmitter unit; so, the main items that the modeller will need 
to provide will be four alkaline/rechargeable AA cells to energise 
the Tx and a suitable six or seven-cell sub-C NiMH battery pack to 
power the boat's brushed motor/ESC combination. 

26 DRIVE/CONTROL POINTS 
Following the idea of a typical FE racing hull , the 26 inch Impulse 

uses a flexcable drive to join the brushed/sealed can motor to the 
fixed out-drive. Made up of thick brass tube with a thin Teflon-like 
tubing liner the one-piece stuffing tube/ drive passes-out of the 
transom for approximately 50 mm and a brass cap/ drive dog cap 
off the drive line. The 550 motor is attached to the inner hull via 
an aluminium L-mount and a grubscrew coupler joins the motor 
shaft to the flexcable. Control of the motor is handled by a 35 amp 
speed controller with a reverse mode which in turn is powered 
by whatever six or seven-cell NiMH pack chosen by the boater. 



Water-cooled and bolted to the hull with an aluminium bracket 
the 26's brushed DC motor has a dual grub-screw coupler to join 
the motor to the flexab/e drive line 

monohull's ESC came equipped 
with a Tamiya-sty/e power 
connector and all of my NiMH 
packs sport Deans plugs, 
I soldered one of the Ultra 
connectors to my test hull 

RIGHT: Both of the mono's 
feature a breakaway rudder 
arrangement and the 26 uses 
a composite standoff bracket 
to hold the blade while also 
retaining the cooling pickup tube 
to cool the DC motor 

Dual metal trim tab/ spin fins help stabilise the 26 hull at speed 
and they share the transom plate with a built-in drain plug that 
can also be found on the 31 hull's aft section as well 

A combination of Velcro strip and a nice hook-and-loop securing 
strap are used to retain the battery pack which is important on any 
powerboat as its high cornering speeds can pull a battery free from 
even a good-sized piece of Velcro material. 

As the 26's ESC is of a BEC style the NiMH pack's voltage is also 
used to power the rudder servo and it's secured inside the hull by a 
plastic clamp and the installed control linkage is sealed by a rubber 
bellows glued directly to the transom plate. Supporting the vessel's 
breakaway rudder blade is a composite strut and this offset rudder 
bracket also acts as the water pickup tube mount as well. Finishing­
up the deep-vee's aft package is a small pair of trim tab/spin fins 
that are adjustable by either loosening their mounting screws or by 
tweaking them with your fingers. Again, this layout minics a race­
type FE marine craft; so. the ProBoat design team have produced a 
sport electric hull with enough good hardware in its makeup to suit 
the novice boater's needs at the pond. 

A thick plywood platform inside the 31 hull supports its power! 
control pieces including a 60 amp speed controller that comes 
from the factory programmed for LiPo cells 

Along with Ve/cro strips the larger Imp/use deep-vee uses a 
unique screw down clamp cover to help secure either a pair of 
six-cell NiMH packs or two 7.4 volt LiPo batteries inside the boat 

26 PRE-RUN NOTES 
Going by the 26's owner's manual the modeller must accomplish 

several simple chores to ready the smaller impulse hull for its first 
trip to the test lake. With one of the 2.4 GHz receiver's antenna 
wires positioned inside the boat the second/ longer lead was routed 
up and out of the deck and then inserted in the included tube. 
The rudder blade's mounting is equally easy as you just use the 
included bolts to affix the blade to its bracket on the transom which 
means there's no need to tinker with the servo devises to centre 
the rudder on the servo rod. Before attaching the stainless-steel 
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Made up of race-quality aluminium 
alloy the 31 's prop and rudder 
support struts make it possible 
to tweak the boat 's handling 
package to suit your driving style 
and/or what pond conditions you 
encounter from day to day ...._._ 

Sharpened and fitted to either 
corner of the transom the bigger 
Impulse's turn fins will swing up if 
contact with any debris; plus, the 
large trim tabs are situated under 
the extended deck surface 

By combining a long rudder blade 
with the spin fins the 31 monohull 
can manoeuvre very well at high 
speeds without spinning out or 
suddenly 'hooking' while pivoting 
in either direction 

propeller your scribe checked 
its balance on a magnetic 
balancer and following some 
hand filing to lighten a heavy 
blade and sharpen both 
o f its forward edges the 
prop was secured with the 
included locknut. My only 
change to the mono's power 
set-up was to switch out the 
speed controller's Tamiya­
style battery connector to a 
Deans Ultra plug as all of my 
NiMH packs have this type 
connector. Of course this 
modification could void the 
controller's warranty: but. 
the reduction in resistance 
between the ESC and the 
battery pack was worth the 
effort if you're good enough 
with a soldering iron! 

Once the sub-C pack's 
Velcro was situated and the 
powered-up boat/T x was 
bound together and the trims 
adjusted the Impulse 26 hull 
was set aside so we can 
now detail its larger relative's 
dimensions and set-up needs. 

IMPULSE 31 BASICS 
Upon opening the bigger 

Impulse monohull's kitbox 
the modeller will quickly see 
that this RTR deep-vee was 
developed and constructed 
with the serious FE 
enthusiast in mind. Moulded 
from fibreglass, the 31 mono 
is much wider in beam and 
log-slung than the 26 and 
this pre-built marine craft's 
hardware package is more 
stouter than the sport style 
26 hull. Again, the boater 
will find that the hull comes 
fully-decaled and stored 
within a clear plastic bag 
with the separate parts also 
wrapped in plastic. Stored in 
a cardboard box the ProBoat 
Spektrum transmitter is the 
same model used on the 
26 deep-vee and the T x has 
plenty of adjustment points 
on its case. The smaller bag 

inside the kitbox contained the propeller, rudder blade, Rx antenna 
tube and the binding plug and along with the combo owner's guide 
a separate booklet for the ESC is also sent with the hull. A more 
heavy-duty plywood support cradle is used on the 31 hull and 
you ' ll find that this FE vessel comes from the manufacturer already 
programmed to run on a pair of 7.4 volt LiPo batteries. 

31 DRIVE/CONTROL POINTS 
Glued to the 31 's inner hull is a thick ply framework that holds the 

bulk of the vessel's power/control components and this rearward­
positioned structure is sealed against moisture as well. The water­
cooled 1800 kV brushless motor joins to the thick flexcable and its 
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Built up with a sport power/drive combination, the ProBoat 
Impulse 26 deep-vee would make a good novice-level fast 
electric marine craft that's quick and stable enough for 
anyone to enjoy at the lake 

routing/stuffing tube exits the hull via an outer-recessed opening 
in the transom. The 60 amp speed controller and the rudder servo 
are secured on either side of the inner structure while the 2.4 GHz 
receiver is 'Velcroed' on the support box surrounding the stuffing 
tube. To retain the twin LiPo packs both Velcro hook-and-loop and 
a flat plastic plate secured with a screw/thumbnut arrangement 
are provided on the ply structure. The screw is positioned in the 
middle of the battery area and the plate is designed to support the 
battery packs once they're positioned on the Velcro placed on the 
underside of the packs and on the structure surface. Rounding-out 
the boat's power package is the included stainless prop: which, 
believe it or not, is the same diameter as the blade used on the 
Impulse 26 hull. 

31 PRE-RUN NOTES 
Preparing the larger Impulse hull for testing involved gluing 

together the ply support cradle, attaching the aluminium rudder 
blade to the transom bracket, bolting the dual spin fins to their tabs, 
checking the prop balance and routing the receiver's dual antenna 
leads in/out of the boat. Due to the tight confines of the deep-vee 
the modeller will need a small wire: or, in my case, a long hollow 
coffee 'stir stick' to help run the longer Rx wire up through the 
deck's rubber grommet and then into the vertical antenna tube. The 
5000 mAh LiPo packs I used were a tight fit on the 31 's battery 
tray: so, I'd recommend that the boater check that his/her Lithium 



2S batteries will sit flat in the monohull without being pitched by the 
screw or the outer edge of the support structure. A short length 
o f clear hose is included with the hull and I placed this tubing over 
the tray's centre retaining bolt to prevent any thread rubbing on the 
packs. Just as a precaution I test-fitted two six-cell NiMH packs 
in the hull and they easily mounted in the tray; plus, they and the 
LiPo 's can be shifted fore and aft to help achieve the proper C of G 
setting on the 3 1 hull. Finally, like the 26, all of the bigger Impulse's 
fasteners were checked for tightness and after the transmitter/ 
receiver were bound together for signal control both of the ProBoat 
monohulls were ready for their on water evaluations. 

26/31 RUN RESULTS 
After buttoning-up the 26's dual hatch cover set-up the smaller 

Impulse monohull was launched and given full throttle and 
immediately I noticed that the hull was slightly reluctant to get up on 
a level plane. Brought back to shore I used some Velcro to move 
the six-cell NiMH pack as far forward in the inner tray area. Now, 
the underway would plane out and move more smartly on the test 
pond. Good run time was seen on the 3600 mAh cells and following 
the first test run very little heat was present in the motor, ESC or 
the battery pack. After a couple of additional runs I tested a slightly 
smaller metal propeller on the 26 and this did improve the deep­
vee's acceleration and the battery pack could be shifted back to its 
stock location as well. 

Now happy with the smaller Impulse's performance and handling 
the 31 inch ProBoat hull was powered-up and this fibreglass mono 
was quick right from the punch of the Tx's throttle trigger. As low­
slung as the 31 rides you can execute sharp left/right turns with 
only about half of the available T x steering rate knob and there 
was no sign of any hooking as the hull made its high-speed pivots. 
Straight line speed was equally impressive with the stock motor/ 
prop set-up running on LiPos and once the boat began to slow 
it was returned to the bank and again. only a minor increase in 
temperature was noted in the 31's power components. 

FINAL THOUGHTS 
Both of the ProBoat marine craft were trouble free during their 

testing and your scribe noted several nice touches present on each 
of the RTR hulls. Floatation material was attached to the inner hulls 
and their hatch canopies, drain plugs were found on both transom 
plates and the Spektrum radios were easy to bind and had plenty 
of glitch-free range and Tx adjustability. On the Impulse 31 the 
modeller may want to add some additional Velcro hook-and-loop 
material between the top o f the battery packs and the underside of 
the retaining plate as the boat's speed potential can cause the cells 
to shift; so, the extra Velcro will increase the overall pack-holding 
power on the larger mono. Beyond that, the two RTR Impulses get 
high marks from your scribe and I want to thank Horizon Hobby for 
providing the boats for testing in MMI. MMI 
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.:1:' GREAT BRITAIN 

THE FIVE MASTERS 
SAILING SHIPS' LAST FLING 
AUTHOR: NEV WADE CONTACT. barque22@hotmail.com 

THE END OF AN ERA 
The final commercial sailing ships were, by and large, capable of 

carrying about 4000Ts of cargo and they were, much more often 
than not, steel, four masted barques Call but the aftermost mast 
square-rigged). They ended up like that because that configuration 
worked, both in terms of the manning required to sail them, and the 
economics of their operation, as businesses. That kind of a square­
rigger was also well equipped to deal with the sea, it was not so big 
that it became a brute to handle, neither was it too small to keep 
the sea in the arduous conditions in which it operated. 

Just before the final chapter, however, there came a short period 
when the sky was still the limit, and sailing ship designers and 
owners tried to move to the next stage in the development of the 
wind ship. Their efforts were to produce a few ships that were 
remarkable. Some were successful, and some were not, but all of 
them were memorable, and I hope that the following will surprise 
you, it is a brief account of seven major vessels, plus a mention of 
a further five, all sister ships, mentioned because they were real 
oddities. 

Note that there were lots of other multi-masted sailing ships, 
often schooners, but also some barquentines, which continued to 
operate during the 1920s and '30s. This piece does not concern 
itself with them , only the ones with multi-masted square sail. 

THE SEVEN FIVE MASTERS 
There were only seven of them, real square-rigged five masted 

vessels; six of them were barques, and one of them. and the only 

This is the original 'France ', as built, leaving Glasgow in 1890. 
She was a well-proportioned vessel, here looking rather wall 
sided, in ballast 

t 

'France' towing out of the harbour at Dunkirk, a postcard from 
1904 
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one ever built, with so many masts, was a full rigger. I've included 
brief details of each ship in a table so as not to break up the 
narrative. Their story starts in 1890, in Glasgow. 

FRANCE 
'France' was built at Partick, on the Clyde, in 1890. She was built 

by Patrick Henderson's, for the A. D. Bordes line, famous for their 
success in the trade with the west coast of South America, carrying 
general cargo outward bound, and Chilean or Peruvian nitrates 
homeward. She too was put into this hardest of all sailing ship 
businesses, and sailed successfully in it, rounding Cape Horn, fully 
laden in both directions, on every voyage. 

She was as good-looking as any of these monster square-riggers, 
for, with all that rigging, they can all look heavy from certain angles. 
For all that she looked more elegant than most of them, she must 
have been somewhat heavy aloft, for she was a 'tender' ship, 
prone to instability. For that reason, she often carried some of her 
possible 2000Ts of water ballast, even when loaded with cargo, 
which meant that she could not carry to her full potential capacity. 

Thus, she went about her business, with no trouble, until, in 
1897, she was rammed while at anchor, off Dungeness, by HMS 
Blenheim. In a ruling, controversial at the time, the court of inquiry 
decided that 'France' was at fault, due to carrying two navigation 
lights, instead of the usual one. HMS Blenheim's officers contended 
that they hit her whilst trying to sail between the lights, assuming 
that there were two vessels there, and not one! Fortunately, 
HMS Blenheim was able to shear away sufficiently to avoid 
sinking 'France', and, despite the ruling , the Admiralty paid for the 
necessary repairs. I wonder what the French made of all that ! 

She was a fine ship, as were all the ships of the Bordes line, and 
met her end in 1906, when she was struck by a pampero off the 
River Plate, as she made her way towards Cape Horn. Many sailing 
ships met with these winds, which start to blow suddenly from 
the Pampas of Argentina, out into the Atlantic. As a sailing ship's 
passage to the Horn is a coastal one, down the east coast of South 
America, a pampero can strike with very little warning, and that is 
what happened to 'France'. She went over on her beam ends, her 
cargo shifted, and, despite several days of shovelling, to try and 
right her, her bulwarks went, and water went below. The German 
four masted barque Hebe stood by her, and eventually took off all 
her people. She foundered some days later. 

MARIA RICKMERS 
Rickmers of Bremerhaven, had this ship built by Russell 's, at Port 

Glasgow, in 1890, the same year as 'France' . She was an auxiliary, 
with her funnel situated between masts four and five. She was 
also, curiously, rigged as a 'three skysail yarder', that is she had 
seven square sails per mast, on her fore, main and middle masts. 

: -

Maria Rickmers, showing her three skysail yards, on the fore , 
main and middle masts. Rickmers' vessels had green hulls, in 
this case especially handsome 



This is a rig associated with the creme de la creme of sailing ships. 
with pretensions to being fast, rather than a huge, auxiliary vessel. 
She was built for Rickmers trade in rice from the Far East. On 
her maiden voyage, she was 82 days from Wales to Singapore, a 
mediocre passage, and her captain apparently dropped dead after 
reading a cable from her owners. on arrival! One wonders what was 
said! Be that as it may. the Chief Mate took her over, and she sailed 
from Saigon, with rice, later that year, and was never seen again. 

POTOSI 
This ship was, arguably, the most successful Cape Homer ever 

built, of any kind, not just among the five masters. She was built 
to the order of the Laeisz company of Hamburg, at Geestemunde, 
byTecklenborg, in 1895. Between then and 1914 she made 27 
round voyages to the west coast of South America, deep loaded 
each way. She carried general cargo outward, and returned home 
to Hamburg with nitrates. and a look at her track charts reveals 
an unbelievable consistency. Sailing ship track charts of those 
days often exhibit lo ts of 'doglegs' , where winds were either 
unfavourable. or not properly used, but, in Potosi's case, that is 
very rarely seen. There is a kind of metronomic accuracy about her 
progress in this most arduous of trades for a sailing ship. 

One of the reasons for this is that the Germans still put a value 
on the use o f sailing ships. They could, and did. recruit the best 
o f seamen, of many nationalities, and treated them properly. They 
used the ships to train officers for both the merchant marine 
and the Imperial Navy. so there was plenty o f kudos to be had 
by all involved. That bred good approaches to all aspects of ship 

The excellent Potosi, under almost all sail, beating, on the port 
tack. This ship was the most successful of the five masters 

Potosi at sea, from, arguably, the angle best suited to showing 
her off. Even her massive construction looks more delicate in this 
picture 

Potosi on the left, and Preussen, in Valparaiso. This is the only 
picture of them together that I know of. Their enormous lengths 
are obvious 

management, from the use of the wind, to efficient cargo handling 
at both ends of the route. In the same period, British ships got 
by (often, but not always) with older, or second-rate officers. who 
either did not want, or could not get, a berth in steamships. Their 
crews were often virtually shanghaied aboard by crooked crimps 
and boarding house masters, and were then often mistreated. 

Potosi benefited from this regime, but, in 1914, was caught by WWI 
in Valparaiso, where she remained until 1924. Awarded to the French 
as reparations. she continued to languish there until a Chilean firm 
bought her, and sailed her to Hamburg in 11 0 days, far slower than 
in her heyday. They offered her for sale back to Laeisz. but Laeisz 
knew that her best days were behind her by then, and turned down 
the offer. So it was that she set out once more to face the Horn, 
carrying coal. coke and patent fuel from Cardiff, in July 1925. On 
16th September she was spotted by an Argentine steamer on fire in 
45degS. 66degW. off the Argentine coast, heading north-westwards 
for the land. She was beached, and attempts were made to save 
her. but it was too late. there were explosions aboard, and her masts 
came down. She reAoated herself, and became a hazard to shipping, 
so she was sunk by gunfire, from an Argentine cruiser. At the time of 
her greatest voyages, before WWI, she became almost legendary, 
and a source of much national pride in Germany. lt is conceivable that 
her building was, in part, a response to the building of 'France', but 
her success led directly to the building of the next five master, the 
mighty Preussen. 

PREUSSEN 
Laeisz and Tecklenborg combined again to build this; the only five 

masted full rigger (square rigged on all five masts) ever built. lt is 
certain that nationalism played a part in her conception, indeed the 
Kaiser himself took a personal interest. both in her building, and 
her voyages. but she was also built to sail. She did that to good 
effect, again in the nitrate trade to Chile and Peru but, as with 
Potosi, she was a handful to sail. The first master of Potosi was 
Captain Hilgendorf, who sailed her until Preussen was built. He was 
involved in Preussen's design, and was offered her to take to sea, 
but refused, preferring instead, to retire ashore, at the age of 50. 
He knew the extra strains imposed on the captain of the pride of 
the German sailing Aeet, and the difficulties of sailing one of these 
monsters, and decided to leave the sea, rather than take on another 
of them. lt is also a mystery why Laeisz chose to build her as a full 
rigger. and not a barque, for full riggers. with their greater sail area at 
the stem, were often more difficult to steer and manoeuvre. 

Preussen at sea, under all sail. The original, German caption of 
this picture calls her "majestic", and I cannot but agree. Her port 
anchor is hanging from the 'cathead', showing that she is close 
to land, either arriving or departing 
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Preussen from the lee side, under all sail. Her enormous length 
to beam ratio is well seen from this angle. There must have been 
times when she was almost unmanageable, with that length, and 
all that sail 

These are the remains of Preussen, under the cliffs near Dover. 
She went aground there in 1 g 10, and this picture was taken in 
1959! 

Nevertheless. built she was. and from 1902 to 1910 she made 
twelve voyages to the west coast of South America and back, and 
one voyage Hamburg - New York - Yokohama - Chile - Hamburg 
(between 15/3/08 and 30/3/09). Her performances in the west 
coast trade were excellent, being only slightly inferior to those 

of Potosi. Her best outward 
passage was the same as Potosi, 
at 59 days. whilst homeward her 
best was 61 days, to Potosi's 57. 
To put these numbers in context, 
any passage. between these 
destinations, of less than 80 days 
was considered excellent, and 
many ships took more than 100. 
In those days half the world's sea 
bome tonnage was still carried 
by sail, but, increasingly, there 
were officers on the bridges of 

R C Rickmers, her good lines 
spoiled only by the funnel 

The sheer size of these vessels is hard for the modern eye 
to comprehend. This is R C Rickmers, towering over her 
surroundings at Geestemunde in 1907 
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steamers who were not attuned to the way in which sailing ships 
could perform under sail. So it was that Laeisz had had more 
than their share of incidents, when their ships were in the English 
Channel, even then a very busy shipping route. Their bad luck was 
to continue with Preussen, for, in 1910, she was heading down the 
Channel. bound for Cape Hom, when the cross Channel steamer 
Brighton misjudged her speed, and, against all the rules of the 
road, tried to pass across the sailer's bows. These ships could, 
and frequently did, do more than 17 knots, so it will not surprise 
you to lea m that Preussen struck the steamer with her bowsprit. 
The bowsprit broke, and part of the foremast came down, with the 
result that she became unmanageable. and, despite the later efforts 
of tugs, went aground off the white cliffs of Dover. She proved 
impossible to save, and rotted away where she lay. Her bones were 
still to be seen, at low tide, as late as the 1970s. 

RCRICKMERS 
Nothing daunted by their earlier experience. Rickmers bui lt 

another five masted auxiliary in 1906. This time they built 
her themselves, at Bremerhaven, without the skysails of her 
predecessor. and with the funnel between masts 3 and 4. She 
was to sail widely, bringing, among many other things, case oil 
(kerosene in cans) from New York to Saigon. rice from Bangkok 
to Bremen, coal from Newcastle, NSW to Chile and grain from 
Tacoma to Europe. In all her wanderings, she was a profitable ship. 
well justifying the faith her owners placed in her, and she could 
sail too. her passages standing comparison with any. Finally, for 
Rickmers, she brought beans and hemp seed from Vladivostok 
to Hull in 1914, and was there as WWI broke out. The Admiralty 
promptly seized her, and sent her to sea again as the Neath. 
Ironically. she was torpedoed by a U-Boat before the end of WWI. 

Imagine her green hull, with red boot topping, and white lining, 
R C Rickmers was a handsome vessel 

Now owned by the British Admiralty, this is R C Rickmers as the 
Neath, during WWI 



FRANCE 2 
The second 'France' was a monster. She was the largest square­

rigged sailing ship ever built, by Ch. & Atel, de Gironde, at Bordeaux, 
in 1912, for Prentout-LeBiond of Rouen. She was built to carry nickel 
ore from New Caledonia, to the north east of Australia, to Europe 
and. unlike the large German five masters. the French government 
took no notice of her whatsoever! As originally built. she had a 
powerful auxiliary engine, and twin screws. She was 'bald headed', 
that is she had only five square sails per mast, and not six, there 
were no royals, and her sheer (the rise of her decks towards the 
bows) was tremendous, being not unlike a steep hill, between the 
forward end of her bridge deck, and the break of the fo'c's'le! All 
in all, I think she was the least attractive of the seven ships we're 
looking at, but she continued to trade right through WI/VI, being 
armed at one point, and making several unscathed Atlantic crossings. 

This is the second 'France'. She was the largest square-rigger 
ever built, and, with her 'bald headed' rig (only five square sails 
per mast, with no royals seV, she does look overly massive 

France 2/eaving St. Nazaire in 1920. Her enormous sheer 
forward is apparent in this view, which nevertheless makes her 
look more graceful than in some other pictures 

Towards the end of the war. she broke away from her tugs in 
the North Sea, after leaving the Tyne, and almost went aground 
on the Yorkshire coast. At the end of hostilities, her engines were 
removed and, if anything, her performance was improved, an 
effect not unusual with ex auxiliary sailing ships. She made some 
of the usual sailing ship voyages then, in the shipping boom that 
followed the war, including coal from Wales to New Zealand, then 
wool from there to London, during which passage she recorded 
some fine sailing on the way to the Horn. Finally she went out from 
London to New Caledonia, with a cargo of cement, steel rails and 
trucks. for the ore mines there. She shifted, in ballast, from Tchio 
to Pouembout, to load nickel for home, and it was in this coastal 
passage that she met her end. lt may have been preventable, 
paradoxically, if she had still had her engine, for she drifted ashore 
in a calm not far from Noumea. She went aground on a reef and, 
because the boom, by then. was at an end. she was worth very 
little, so she was left to moulder away where she lay. 

Kobenhavn (Copenhagen) at 
sea, in the Grain Races of the 
1920s. She was very similar to 
the first France, and Potosi 

KOBENHAVN 
Kobenhavn <Copenhagen) was 

built in 1921 as an auxiliary by 
Ramage & Ferguson, at Leith, as 
a sail training ship for the Danish 
East Asiatic Company and she 
was the largest sailing ship ever 
built in the UK. The reasoning 
behind the five masts. rather than 
the more usual four, was that 
five masts make more work, and 
therefore training. than four, an 
eminently simple and effective 
way to approach sail training. 
typical of that bygone age. She 

was fitted to the highest standards, as regards accommodation, 
with electric lighting throughout. and even electric heating, and was 
a target for many who would have valued the training. The Danes, 
however, restricted her trainees to Danish nationals only! 

Kobenhavn 
under tow. 
She was an 
elegant ship, 
though purists 
at the time 
lamented the 
deck clutter of 
a training ship 

She was an elegant ship, complete with a figurehead of Absalom, 
the warrior priest who founded Copenhagen, and lots of decorative 
carving, or 'gingerbread work'. Similar in size to both the first 
'France' and Potosi. she operated as a cargo carrier, and earned 
her living in trade to the Far East, and in the Grain Races from 
Australia in the 1920s. At the end of 1928, she left Montevideo on 
passage to Melbourne, and was never seen again. Along with her 
went 30 or so crew, and fifty cadets. Despite lots of searching for 
the next months, nothing was ever heard of her again. 

FIVE ODDITIES 
Although I don't intend to cover these vessels in any detail , it is 

worth giving a mention to the five sister ships. built by the Vinnen 
company in the 1920s. Their names were Werner, Adolf. Carl. 
Christel and Susanne Vinnen. They were all built by Krupp. and 
were rigged in as extraordinary a manner as any large sailing ship. 
They did have five masts. all fore and aft rigged, but the fore, and 
the middle (1 and 3) masts had yards set on them. A wag at the 
time described them as three masted topsail schooners, chasing 
two masted topsail schooners. The best technical term I've heard 

A real oddity, the Car/ Vinnen, 
one of the five Vinnen sisters, 
built to try and keep sail alive 
as an economic proposition 
in the 1920s. Described as "a 
three masted topsail schooner, 
chasing a two masted topsail 
schooner!" 

for them is "five masted two 
topsail schooner." 

They were built to trade from 
Germany to the ports of the 
River Plate, were not particularly 
beautiful or successful, and did 
not survive WI/VII operationally. 
I shall only briefly mention them 
again, in the last part of this 
piece, to do with model making, 
but it is interesting to note that 
another Vinnen ship from this 
period, the Magdalene Vinnen, is 
still sailing today, much modified, 
as the Russian training ship, 
Sedov, which regularly takes part 
in tall ships ' races 
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Five Masted Square-riggers 

Name Date Type Gross Reg. Dead Weight Length Builder Where 
Tons Tons (ft) Built 

France 1890 Barque 3784 6200 361 Henderson Partick 
Maria Rickmers 1890 Barque (auxiliary) 3813 5700 375 Russell Port Glasgow 
Potosi 1895 Barque 4026 6000 367 Tecklenborg Geestemunde 
Preussen 1902 Full rigger 5081 8000 408 Tecklenborg Geestemunde 
RC Rickmers 1906 Barque (auxiliary) 5548 7500 411 Rickmers Bremerhaven 
France C2l 1912 Barque Auxiliary) 5633 7500 419 Ch.& Atel. De la Gironde Bordeaux 
Kobenhavn 1921 Barque (auxiliary) 3901 369 Ramage & Ferguson Leith 

Gross Registered Tons is the internal volume of the hull, expressed in units of 1T/1 00 cu ft 
Dead weight tons is a measure (approxl of the cargo capacity by weight. 
'Auxiliary' means that these vesse ls had an engine, additional to sai l power. 

ODDS AND ENDS 
You'll notice the mention of weights in the table of information 

about these ships that accompanies this piece. I am not a marine 
architect, so will stand any correction any of you may wish to make, 
about my interpretation of the technical terms that I've used in the 
table. I would, however, draw your attention to the relationships 
between Gross Registered Tons, and Dead Weight Tons that you'll 
see there. To take one example, Preussen was a smaller ship than 
RC Rickmers, based on GRT, but she could carry 500Ts more 
cargo, as measured by DWTs. The explanation for this is the engine 
that R C Rickmers had, which Preussen did not. The engine and its 
fuel and engineers, took up valuable cargo space, and cost money, 
rather than making it. In a nutshell, that's why sailing ships didn't all 
sprout engines! 

The six five masted barques 
compared, to scale. None could 
be described as the most beautiful 

Still on the subject of 
engines in sailing ships, there 
is one more point worth 
making about the uneasy 
relationship between the 
two. Masts, rigging, spars, 
etc. have a huge amount 
of windage. lt was, in fact, 
possible to 'sail' a large 
sailing ship with no sail set, 
though it was not efficient, 
or very effective. The point 
is that any installed engine 
has to have sufficient power 
to overcome the ship's own 
windage, before it can propel 
her in any meaningful way. 
Thus it was that the ships I've 
talked about here very rarely 
made much use of their 
engines, where fitted; they 
were sailing ships. 

sailing ship, and some were better 
looking than others. My favourite 
for looks was Potosi 

Should anybody wish to 
make a model, it is possible 
to buy plans for two of the 

vessels I've mentioned here. There are lines and sail plans for the 
second 'France', and a sail plan for one of the Vinnen schooners. 
They are rewarding vessels to make, but especially to sail, and I'd 
recommend them to anyone who'd like to do something different. 
My model, based on Potosi, sails with great presence on the water, 
so much so that I'm going to complete the 'set' , and build one 
based on Preussen. 

IN CONCLUSION 
These ships were only with us, in total, for 38 years, from 1890 

to 1928. They were a blind alley eventually, but what a blind alley! 
They had power and a gigantic kind of beauty, almost too big for the 
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The second 'France' and Preussen, compared to some well 
known, and dissimilar, vessels! 

The author's 11116th scale model, based on Potosi, beating, on 
the starboard tack, in the winter sunshine 

men who manned them, and, if you're like me, once you've heard of 
them, and seen their pictures, you'll never forget them. 
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CHANDLERY 
NEW HARDWARE ITEMS OF 
INTEREST TO THE MARITIME 
MODELLER 

SOUTH WEST ASSOaAnON Of" MODELIOATQ.UIS 

2012 SWAM BC HANDBOOK 

2012 SWAMBC 
HANDBOOK 

The SWAMBC <South 
West Association of 
Model Boat Clubs) 2012 
Handbook is out now. lt is 
the 'essential guide for the 
south west model boater' 
and a useful publication 
when you're out and 
about. The AS handbook 
has more than 60 pages 
some in full colour, useful 
tips . listings of all 32 
SWAMBC affiliated clubs, 
postcodes to their home 
water, contact details 
etc .. plus an introduction 
to all the competition 

sections. Diary Dates listing and many open events throughout 
the south west area. frequency lis ting, adverts for model suppliers, 
manufacturers. All this for just £1 .50! <Plus £1 for P&P). Many clubs 
affiliated to SWAM BC will have the Handbooks for sale, but you 
can purchase a copy by post. please send a cheque made payable 
to SWAM BC for £2.50 to Bill Hickman, <SWAM BC Secretary), 85 
Palmers Leaze, Bradley Stoke, Bristol BS32 OHG. 

TITANIC AND HER 
SISTERS OLYMPIC 
AND BRITANNIC -
SHIP CRAFT 18 

lt is now 100 years since 
the Titanic disaster and this 
book offers considerable 
information and details 
for the maritime modeller. 
The book contains the 
colour schemes used not 
only for the Titanic but 
fo r her sister ships the 
Olympic and Britannic. 
The Britannic did not ever 
carry any fare paying 
passengers as she was 
sunk in the Great War. 
M odels of the three ships 

are listed and some impressive underwater dioramas including 
the Britannic as a wreck on the seabed. The author Peter Davies­
Garner is well known for his models and once made an 18 foot long 
model of the Titanic. 

Author: Peter Davies-Garner 
Pub Date: 2011 
RRP: £14.99 
EAN/ ISBN: 978 1 84832 1106 
Format/ Pages: Paperback/64 pages 
Illustrat ions: Original B&W images with plans and coloured 
images of models 
Dimensions: 29 cm x 21 cm x 7 mm 
Publishers: Seaforth Publishing, 47 Church Street, Barnsley, 
South Yorkshire S70 2AS. Tel: 01226 734555. 
www.seaforthpublishing.com 
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GOLDEN BRIGHT SEA HAWK 
Full function radio control mono hull speedboat at 1/ 25 scale. 

The only item required to make this speedboat operational is 
batteries. 

Specification: 
Length: 520 mm (20' ) 
Width: 150 mm (6' ) 
Height: 150 mm (6') 
Weight: 1 .1 5 kg 
27 MHz 2-channel radio, range 60 m 

GOLDEN BRIGHT SEA BIRD 
Full function radio control mono hull speedboat 1 / 25 scale. 

The only item required to make this speedboat operational is 
batteries. 

Specificat ion: 
Length: 520 mm (20' ) 
Width: 150 mm <6' ) 
Height: 150 mm (6' ) 
Weight: 1 . 1 5 kg 
27 MHz 2-channel radio, range 60 m 

Available in the UK to the model trade. Amerang, 
Commerce Way, Lancing Buisness Park, Lancing, West Sussex 
BN15 8TA. www.amerang.co.uk MMI 
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