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NEWS FROM TAMIYA AT THE NURENEWS FROM TAMIYA AT THE NURE
In a slight change to the usual format, 
here is a quick look at the key items 
coming from Tamiya in the coming 
months. The models were announced 
at the Nuremberg Toy Fair which was 
taking place as this issue was 
being finished, so enjoy 
the photos - we'll be 
bringing you a 
more in-depth 
look at the 
Toy Fair next 
month!

1:35 German Panzer IV/70(A)

1:10 RC BBX BB-01 (image shows prototype)

1:10 RC The Boomerang (2008)

1:10 RC Toyota Celica GT-Four (ST165) (TT-02)

1:14 RC Scania 770 S 8x4/4

1:10 RC Novafox

1:10 RC 2002 Mercedes-Benz CLK AMG Racing Version

1:10 RC Porsche 911 GT3 992 TT-02 (image shows prototype)

1:10 RC Fiat Abarth 1000 TCR Berlina Corse MB-01 (image shows prototype)

Monorail Train

1:35 German Infantry Set (Late WWII)

1:24 GMA T.50 (image shows prototype)

www.hobbyco.net



COMING SOON FROM EDUARD
• 1:32 Tornado IDS seatbelts STEEL (Italeri)
• 1:35 Jagdpanzer IV (Border Model)
• 1:350 USS Alaska (Hobbyboss)
• 1:48 Beaufort Mk.I  undercarriage (ICM)
• 1:35 WWII German axe
• 1:72 AJ-1 Savage Zoom (Roden)
www.creativemodels.co.uk • www.eduard.com
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 NUREMBERG TOY FAIR ‘23! NUREMBERG TOY FAIR ‘23!

1:35 German Panzer IV/70(A)

MB-01 (image shows prototype)

1:10 RC Volkswagen Golf A2 Rally MF-01X (image shows prototype)

1:10 RC Toyota Land Cruiser 300 (CC-02)

Monorail Train

1:10 RC The Grasshopper Candy Green Edition

1:10 RC Toyota Land Cruiser 40 (CC-02)

Rail Set (for Monorail Train) 

1:35 German Infantry Set (Late WWII)

1:12 Lotus Type 78 (w/photo-etched parts)

1:20 Porsche 935 Martini
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GET YOUR 
SKATES ON M8!

T
he M8 Howitzer 
Motor Carriage was 
an attractive little 
artillery vehicle based 

on the running gear of the 
ubiquitous M5 Light Tank. 
Operated all over Europe 
during WWII, this is a 
vehicle that fits in perfectly 
with Tamiya’s other 1:48 
vehicle kits and thanks to 
its size, ease of assembly 
and plain colour schemes, 
it offers a perfect weekend 
project. What’s not to like!

Having built Tamiya’s 
1:35 kit many years ago, I 
was keen to see how this 
new kit would compare. 
The answer as it turned 
out was very closely! Sure, 
the running gear is more 
complex thanks to those link 
& length tracks, but the rest 
of the model is very similar, 
right down to their approach 
to the interior of the fighting 
compartment, but more of 
that later.

Moulded in Tamiya’s 
familiar dark green plastic 
(a colour that I have always 
found very difficult to work 
with) the model is cleanly 
moulded, sensibly broken 
down and given the scale, 
neatly detailed. Anyone 
that has built any of these 
1:48 kits will see much 
that is familiar here. From 
the complex running gear 
through to the inclusion of 
weights to add some heft to 
the completed model, it all 
seems to be reassuringly 
recognisable.

Spencer Pollard builds Tamiya latest 
1:48 armour kit, the diminutive M8 HMC

U 
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M8!
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SMALL IS BEAUTIFUL

The first thing that strikes 
you about this kit is its size. 
In 1:35 it’s small: in 1:48 it’s 
positively tiny! Though in 
the main that doesn’t really 
make its construction any 
more difficult than any other 
kit, it does increase the 
fiddly nature of the running 
gear, the link and length 
tracks demanding care and 
attention during assembly 
and painting. Thankfully, 
the fit is so precise that 
you can happily bring them 
together and with the 
removal of a small number 
of hidden guide teeth under 
the upper run, remove the 
tracks to allow them to be 
painted separately.

Detail is neat and tidy 
without actually blowing 
your socks off. Externally, 
everything seems to be 
present and correct - at 
least over the horizontal 
surfaces, if not those that 
drop vertically into the 
moulds. Mirroring the 1:35 
kit, this means that some 
screw detail is missing 
from the hull sides as are 
some mudguard brackets 
that were visible on some 
of the M8s that found their 
way into service. No doubt 
these omissions will raise 
an eyebrow or two but I can 
understand the compromise, 
complex moulds being 
needed to create the missing 
detail with an increase in 
cost being the result. Here, 
missing detail was added 
from scratch, a fun diversion 
from basic, constructional 
chores, that typified the rest 
of the project.

Slow-drying superglue 
was use to hold the 
weights in place

Construction begins 
with the lower hull and 
its additional weights

I wanted to create quick, solid joints, 
so Tamiya’s Extra Thin Cement ‘Quick 
Setting’ was used to build the lower hull

The lower hull is together. 
Note how the rear half of 
the suspension units are 
moulded in situ

U 

V 
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Four parts are used to create 

the upper hull. Fit is impeccable

Upper hull, assembled and then test-fit onto the 

lower hull. This would be fixed permanently in 

place once the running gear was complete

The tracks are tiny and fiddly but with care, fit together perfectly Whilst the glue set, I sat the model on a sanding stick to ensure the tracks 

dried perfectly flat, the weight of the model holding everything in place

Both tracks have been assembled. At this point 

they are still broken above the sprockets. They 

would be subsequently taken off and then the guide 

teeth behind the upper return rollers removed, so 

that the track runs could be glued together and 

then removed from the lower hull at will
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LIMITED INTERIOR

If the external detail is in 
the main comprehensive 
and perfectly acceptable, 
the interior is more of a 
compromise. Though the 
interior of the open turret 
with its 105mm armament 
is well-done with neat 
detail, the interior of the 
lower hull, all perfectly 
visible, is almost completely 
empty. Sure, there is a rear 
bulkhead and floor, but 
that’s it. Again, the lack of 
an interior within what is 
essentially a ‘curbside’ kit 
is understandable. Tamiya 
see these kits as a cheaper, 
less-complex alternatives 
to their 1:35 range, so 
adding in that kind of 
detail sits outside of their 
approach, rather than being 
a fundamental part of it. No 
doubt we will see this lack 
of detail being address by 
the aftermarket, a simple, 
one-piece 3D printed part 
being a perfect solution to 
the problem. I look forward 
to seeing if that does indeed 
come to fruition!

Smaller details fare 
reasonably well in this kit, 
with items such as the M2 
.50cal machine gun, tools 
and spare track links, all 
being superbly detailed and 
moulded ready for use. That 
said, you will be in for a 
little work should you wish 
to finesse details such as the 
headlight guards these being 
a little thick for the scale 
and in need of work with 
diamond files and the tip of 
a scalpel blade, before you 
can fix them in place. None 
of this is difficult but makes 
a huge amount of difference 
to the look of the model, as 
indeed does the drilling out 
of the lifting eyes on the 
sides of the turret and the 
drilling out of the headlights 
so that their lenses can be 
painted in and in the case 
of this model, glazed with 
Kristal Klear.

Here you can see the removed 
track and those missing guide 
teeth. This allowed the addition 
of weathering products such as 
those seen here from AK and 
Vallejo, to be added with ease

Groundwork materials 
allowed me to add some 
much-needed texture 
around the lower hull

Lower hull and tracks 
assembled and then 
separated. Time to 
deal with the upper 
hull and turret

U 

V 
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Stowage added to the glacis 
plate. This included 
some sandbags and 
tarpaulins from Duro 
Green Stuff, packs 
from the Tamiya 
Jerry Can Set 
and then a 
scratchbuilt 
Culin hedgerow 
cutter, built 
from thin 
plastic card cut 
and sanded to 
shape

Tamiya stowage fixed to the rear hull. Note the use of 
‘sprue goo’ to blend the parts together

Mentioned in the introductory text, there are some details missing from the sides of the hull including screw heads and brackets for the mudguards that 
could be –– but often weren’t –– fixed in place. These details were carefully added using fine plastic strip and rod, the latter sliced-up to create the tiny 
screw heads. They are small additions that make a lot of difference to the look of the model!

The turret interior includes the basics, but 
could be improved with some additional 
detail, all of which can be seen in Tankograd 
Publishing’s superb ‘Technical Manual’ on 
this vehicle (No.6014, Verlag Jochen Vollert)

Turret sub-assemblies 
ready to bring together. 

Mr. Surfacer 500 was used 
to create some armour 

texture over the front of 
the turret and gun mantlet
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All assembly and 

detail done. It’s 

time to paint this 

little fellow!
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The model was base-coated 
with a 50/50 mixture of Tamiya 
Flat and Semi Gloss black to 
create a finish that was satin 
enough to reveal detail and point 
to where highlights needed to be

AK Interactive’s superb 3G acrylics from their Adam Wilder WWII & Modern 
US Colours box-set. These were mixed and then thinned with AK’s Acrylic 
Thinner, ready to be airbrushed on using my Iwata Takumi Eclipse

The delicacy of AK’s paint allowed me to build up delicate layers of colour 
over the hull, turret and running gear

Vallejo Acrylics were also brought into play to add some variation over the 
surface of the model. Grey Green was particularly useful for bedrolls and packs

Happy with the basic Olive Drab finish, details were picked out with acrylics, 
the packs on the turret as seen here being painted with AK’s Canvas Tone

Neat AK 3G Olive Drab was used to pick out smaller items such as helmets
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Artis Opus’ superb 
Drybrushes were used to 
apply lighter shades of 
green over the surface of the 
model, including the engine 
deck as seen here

The track units were left in their basic black 
colour, only the faces of the sprockets and 
idlers being airbrushed in Olive Drab. Once 
dry, the initial layer of weathering was added 
using a wash of Tamiya Flat Earth mixed 
with Buff and then thinned with tap water

The texture on the lower hull was roughly painted with a dark brown shade mixed from 
AK Earth Brown, darkened with Vallejo Flat Black. It looks rough in this shot, but would 
blend back with the additional layers that would be added as painting progressed

The stowage on the glacis plate has been painted with acrylics, 
ready for ‘weathering’. Additional work on these details would 
change their look quite considerably as the model was completed

The hull has been painted and all 
details picked out. At this point the 
model looked really pleasing, but I 
knew that I would have to push the 
weathering with additional layers. As 
it turned out, that would mean lots of 
additional layers that would double 
the time I had planned to finish this 
small, but engaging model…
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IN COMMAND

The final plastic part of the 
kit worthy of comment is the 
crew figure. Not always part 
of the 1:48 packages in this 
series, it was good to see a 
commander figure included 
in this release, especially as 
he is so nice! Following on 
from the quality of recent 
figure releases form Tamiya 
(in both 1:35 and 1:48) 
the figure is sculpted in a 
relaxed pose that exhibits 
superb anatomy and detail. 
The folds in the uniform 
are particularly impressive, 
making the painting a real 
joy (it’s so much easier to 
paint a well-sculpted figure 
than one that is poor!).

Decals complete the 
package. Here you have 
a choice of two fairly 
anonymous vehicles, both 
finished in overall Olive 
Drab. In order to allow me 
the chance to add imagined 
stowage, I used the sheet to 
create a fictitious vehicle, 
but if you want to see what 
one of them looks like in 
reality, Concord’s ‘US Light 
Tanks At War 1941-45’ has 
a picture of that vehicle 
(from Troop E, 106th 
Cavalry Reconnaissance 
Squadron, February 1945) 
on page 65, so you can use 
that you model accurate 
stowage and some extreme 
weathering!

When painting stowage 
it’s important that each 
individual piece is distinct 
with colours that not only 
pop them against the 
vehicle’s camouflage, but 
also their neighbouring 
bags and packs. Here, 
the stowage on both the 
glacis plate and turret 
sides is easy to pick out 
and though this would 
also blend back under 
weathering, it would 
still be a distinct and 
interesting part of the 
completed model

Having sprayed a layer of Tamiya LP-9 Clear over the sides of the hull and turret, the model was ready to be decalled, 
Mr. Mark Softer and Setter NEO being used to apply each design

U 

V 
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The model has been decalled and left to dry out. Happy that everything had 
settled down, the model was sprayed with a further layer of gloss and then a 
final coat of Vallejo Matt Acrylic Varnish, before being left to dry overnight

Basic weathering included some thin washes 
that added both depth (Raw Umber and 

Black) and dust (Ammo Dry Steppe Medium 
Density Mud Splashes) before adding specific 
areas of dirt such as these fuel spills created 

using Abt.502 Engine Grease oil paint, 
thinned with Odorless Thinner

As weathering progressed, details were ‘refreshed’ with 
drybrushed layers of AK 3G acrylics drybrushed on using an 
Artis Opus Medium Drybrush. Details were also picked out 
individually, using a size 1 sable paintbrush

Drybrushing was also used to further degrade the 
paintwork over the larger panels, thin layers being applied 
to mute the Olive Drab down to a more scale tone and hue
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The tracks are on the model and all of the suspension units glued in place. 
Heavy washes of Tamiya earthy colours thinned with water, as well as 
AMMO’s enamel solutions, added that much-needed weathering before 
adding some metallic sparkle with a 9B graphite stick

AMMO’s Medium Density Mud Splashes solution is one of the most useful 
materials in my workshop. It’s so easy to apply and then blend-in to create 
very realistic dust layers as seen around the tracks…

Graphite was also used to add wear and tear around edges, both externally 
and inside the turret

..and rear hull

MINI REVIEW...

CENTURION MK.5 AVRE CANVAS 
COVERED MANTLET SET (DM35126)
www.defmodel.com

AFV Club’s new Centurion is a masterpiece and DEF Model’s new, 
3D-printed mantlet dust-cover will be the icing on the cake. The folds in 
the ‘fabric’ (resin) are perfect and will be great fun to paint and weather.
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FINAL THOUGHTS

I really enjoyed this kit and 
love to look at the completed 
model in my display case. 
Having built four of the kits 
from this 1:48 series in the 
last year or so, I remain 
convinced that they are 
almost a perfect project for 
those looking for a simple 
build that allows quick 
assembly, but enough detail 
and features to result in a 
very pleasing little model 
once complete.

Having seen the kit and 
built the contents I’m sure 
we will see another kit 
based on this chassis, an M5 
being a distinct possibility. 
I for hope that that is 
indeed the case, because I 
would love to build another 
of these diminutive little 
models.

A lovely kit, then and one 
that I can wholeheartedly 
recommend! l

The figure is a very nice inclusion that repays careful 
painting, in this case using AK’s 3G paint. Photographed 
against the bottles, you get a real sense of just how small 
this little fella really is!

A close-up of the commander. Blown up like 
this my paintwork looks a little rough, but 

in reality, I was happy with the progress I’m 
making with acrylic painting techniques and 

their use on models such as this!

Multiple dust layers were needed around the running gear until the effect was 
pleasingly realistic. Along with light colours such as that seen here, darker 
shades such as AMMO’s Africa Korps Wash, was used to add depth and imitate 
the look of damp mud deposits

A close-up of the almost completely weathered model. 
Subtle paint chips were added using Vallejo German Camo 

Black Brown, applied with a fine brush or where random 
clusters were needed, a small piece of sponge. Dirt streaks 
were replicated with Abt.502 Starship Filth dabbed on using 

a No.1 brush and then dragged down using a soft, flat 
brush, moistened with Odorless Thinner

V 
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T E C H S P E C . . .

TAMIYA 1:48 U.S. HOWITZER MOTOR 

CARRIAGE M8 KIT KIT NO.32604

Materials:

Injection-moulded polystyrene, waterslide 

decals

Paints used:

AK Interactive 3G, Tamiya Acrylics and 

Lacquers, Vallejo, AMMO Weathering 

Solutions

Accessories used:

Tamiya 1:48 Jerry Can Set

Availability:

Tamiya models are widely available from 

good model shops and online. UK import and 

distribution by the Hobby Company Limited; 

www.hobbyco.net

“a perfect project 
for those looking for a 
simple build that allows 

quick assembly...
”
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T
owards the end of the Second 
World War, the German military 
tried to improve the firepower of 
the Panzerkampfwagen IV, and 

the Panzer IV/70(A) was developed, 
following this doctrine. In order to 
shorten its development term as much 
as possible, the hull was based upon 
the Pz.IV Ausf. J which was then 
under production, combined with 
a fixed fighting compartment that 
mounted the L/70 7.5cm long-barrelled 
gun of the IV/70(V) Lang. The Panzer 
IV/70(A) also featured stiff wire mesh 
panels that became known as 'Thoma 
Schürzen'. Around 280 produced were 
manufactured, seeing service on both 
Eastern and Western Fronts. 

It' hard to believe that Tamiya's 
'new' 1:35 Jagdpanzer IV/70(V) Lang 
(35340) is nearly ten years old – it feels 
a lot more recent than that – but it 
was released to much acclaim in 2014 
and builds into a fantastic replica of 

this low-slung tank-killer. Now, we 
have the 'sister' vehicle to this VOMAG 
(Vogtländische Maschinenfabrik AG) 
machine in the form of the Panzer 
IV/70(A), sometimes referred to 
as the 'zwischenlösung' or interim 
solution, manufactured by ALKETT 
(Altmärkische Kettenwerk). With the 
side-skirts off, the two are immediately 
distinguished by the taller casemate 
of the 'A' version and a closer look 
also reveals the first four roadwheels 
on both sides are of the solid steel 
disc-type on this variant. With the 
'Thoma Shields' or more properly, the 
'Drathgeflechtschürzen' in place, the 
difference is even clearer. 

As a testament to how good the kit 
was, Tamiya have incorporated the 
lower hull tub from the 1994 Pz.IV 
Ausf.J kit (35181) plus drive-sprockets, 
roadwheels and return rollers from the 
2014 Jagdpanzer IV/70(V) Lang (35340), 
but aside from these, everything else 

is a new-tooling for 2023. The new 
fighting compartment is covered with 
a beautifully subtle rolled-steel texture 
on all sides and you'll find a cast-steel 
texture on the running-gear final-drive 
housings and gun mantlet parts. This 
effect doesn't really come across in 
photos but it's very well done.

THOSE SIDE-SKIRTS...

The key challenge for Tamiya's 
designers was how to replicate the 
schürzen stand-off armour panels, 
which in reality were made from 
thick steel wire, woven and mounted 
in steel frames which hung from the 
vehicle's sides on a system of brackets. 
They chose photo-etched steel which 
is rigid enough to withstand handling 
while thin enough to look in-scale. The 
schürzen's frames are formed from kit 
plastic, so there's no need for tricky 
folding and gluing of metal parts; all 
the modeller needs to do is fix the PE 

LOW-SLUNG 
ZWISCHENLÖSUNG
Tamiya's newest 1:35 armour model depicts the WW2 German Panzer 
'zwischenlösung' or interim solution Jagdpanzer
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panels (three on each side) into the 
injection-moulded polystyrene frames, 
securing them with small dots of CA 
(superglue). Follow the instructions to 
the letter and it'll work perfectly!

The tracks come in the form of 'links 
and lengths' moulded from kit plastic, 
a style that Tamiya has capitalised 
on in recent releases and is a good 
compromise between the individual 
link approach – which many modellers 
hate – and one-piece flexible parts, 
which many modellers also hate and 
which struggle to offer the 'sag' of 
top runs that is apparent on many 
armoured vehicles, this one included. 

With this release, Tamiya have 
yet again struck the ideal balance of 
buildability and detail, offering both 
the relative beginner and experienced 
modeller a rewarding project with 
masses of superdetailing and 
weathering potential, or just a clean 
'out-of-the-box' build. Superb! 

LOW-SLUNG 
ZWISCHENLÖSUNG

WW2 German Panzer IV/70(A) 

U 
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KIT FEATURES:

- Kit is based on extensive research 
at the Saumur Armour Museum in 
France

- Assembly-type tracks with one-piece 
straight sections

- Opening commander and loader 
hatches

- Large photo-etched parts 
authentically capture the mesh 
schürzen

- Includes one commander semi-figure
- Comes with a choice of two marking 

options to recreate versions at the 
Eastern and Western Front

- Separately-sold 1:35 Jagdpanzer 
IV/70(V) Lang Metal Gun Barrel Set 
(12660) can be used

- Main gun moves - elevation/
depression and traverse l

Subscribe to Tamiya Model Magazine now at:  
www.doolittlemedia.com

Availability;
Tamiya models, accessories, paints and 
materials are widely available from good 
model shops and online. UK import and 
distribution by The Hobby Company 
Limited; www.hobbyco.net

“With this release, Tamiya have 
yet again struck the ideal balance 

of buildability and detail...
”

V 
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W
ell, here I am 
again, apologising 
for not having 
completed another 

model... I had the best 
intentions to finish Tamiya's 
Lightning II for the issue 
you are now holding, but a 
thousand other things got 
in the way and I managed 
to get as far as the weapons 
bay and undercarriage only. 
It does, however, allow me 
a little more space to show 
these areas in detail and 
they really are worth seeing 
in close-up, because Tamiya 
has done an extraordinary 
job of moulding the bay 
not only in one piece, but 
free from those dreaded 
ejector-pin marks that are 
the bane of modeller's lives.

Last month, you might 
remember I had applied the 
initial coats of flat white 
(Tamiya LP-4) over a black 
undercoat in the weapons 
bay (part F30) and in the 
intervening couple of weeks 
I built this layer up to full 
density. Over that, I applied 
a colour wash to accentuate 
the remarkable detail, but 
after posting a few photos 
in the Tamiya Model 
Magazine Facebook Group, 
I received feedback that was 

not 100% in favour of what 
I was doing. “The F-35A 
is spotlessly clean in all 
areas” they said, and they 
were mostly right. I chose to 
work this way, however, to 
really make the structure, 
pipes, junction boxes, cable, 
hydraulic lines and other 
greeblies ‘pop’ and I must 
say, I rather like the effect. 
It's not so much 'dirty' as 
'contrasty' and when buried 
in the belly of the aircraft, it 
looked great! 

For the colour-wash, I 
mixed equal parts of Tamiya 
Panel Line Accent Color 
black and dark brown, which 
formed a gloriously smooth 
and opaque liquid, but still 
thin enough to flow into all 
the detail with ease. The 
excess was cleaned up with 
white spirit-soaked Q-Tips 
and the highest points of 
detail then 'brightened up' 
by drybrushing them with 
Vallejo Model Color White 
(70951) which works very 

Marcus Nicholls continues the 
construction of Tamiya's new 1:48 
Lockheed F-35A Lightning II

THE THE SHOCKSHOCK  
OF THE NEW:OF THE NEW:

   PART 2   PART 2

THE SHOCK 
OF THE NEW:

   PART 2

Tamiya factory photo

““The F-35A is spotlessly clean in all areas” 
they said, and they were mostly right...

”

U 
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SHOCKSHOCK  
OF THE NEW:OF THE NEW:

SHOCK 
OF THE NEW:

With the white base colour on (Tamiya LP-4 Flat White) an opaque 
colour-wash was applied, using Tamiya Panel Line Accent Color

With the excess colour wash removed, the bay was given a drybrushing 
with Vallejo flat white acrylic. Then, detail painting could begin

Here we see the right-side of the 
weapons bay has been colour-washed 
and detail painted, contrasting with 
the bland untreated side

Further acrylics from 
the Vallejo ranges 

were employed when 
hand-painting the 

mass of plumbing in 
the F-35's inner bay
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An overview 

of the almost 

finished bay
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The big bay moulding has finally been installed within the lower fuselage half and we can now see how effective it looks!

The lower fuselage half after an application of the main grey shade, the 

inner edges having been painted white and masked off for airbrushing

The bands of yellow, red and light blue all need to be applied over white 

so they really pop out from the background

This is the component 

seen the 'right way up'! 

The paint has been 

scraped off the areas 

that will have further 

parts cemented to them
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well for this technique, 
even though it is an acrylic. 
Sometimes the older 
methods are the best for the 
job and here, drybrushing 
was the key to reinstating 
those all-important 
highlights.

With the background 
white established, I then 
got to work hand-painting 
the black pipework and 
dabbing in the yellow and 
red mounting clips, following 
the guide in the instructions 
closely. Again, Vallejo 
acrylics proved to be the 
best product here, with any 
corrections made with the 
Model Color white, its heavy 
white pigment covering any 
rough edges with aplomb. 

FRONT UNDERCARRIAGE BAY 

AND ITS CLEVER LEG

The front undercarriage bay 
was painted and treated 
in the same way as the 
weapons bay, dry-fitting 
the side and end-panels 
to the 'roof' of the bay 
(part M3) when spraying 
the black undercoat and 
white top colour. It was 
then disassembled for the 
colour-wash application, 
detail painting and nose-leg 
installation. Tamiya direct 
you to fit the latter part 
early on in construction 
and this can often be 
problematic, because a 
protruding undercarriage leg 
will usually get in the way 
when constructing the rest 

Front and 
rear nose 
undercarriage 
bay panels, 
again treated 
with the Panel 
Line Accent 
Color 'wash 
mixture

A quick test fitting before 
cement is applied...

...not forgetting 
to trap the nose 

undercarriage leg 
before gluing

Here we see the roof of the nose undercarriage bay (M3) which has been 
spayed white and given the dark colour-wash treatment

The left 
undercarriage 
bay wall with 
X-28 Park 
Green oxygen 
bottle

The right 
undercarriage 
bay wall with 
kit-supplied 
decals 
applied

“The kit’s afterburner 
is broken down into 

components in a manner 
that greatly eases the 
painting process...

”

V 

U 
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At the top end of the leg, we can observe an unpainted rectangle of grey plastic; this is the tab 
that will be snipped off in step 24 to free-up the leg so it can swing into place

With the lower fuselage half inverted, we can see the 
front UC bay cemented securely in place, as well as the 

housing for the pilot's telescopic steps

Compared to the 
front bay, the main 

undercarriage housings 
are much simpler affairs
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Subscribe to Tamiya Model Magazine quickly and easily here:  
www.doolittlemedia.com

Here we see the assembled air ducts, 
for which an intake fan is provided, with 
separate 'hub'. A nice touch but totally 
hidden on the finished model! 

The intake sub-assembly awaits mating to the lower/front fuselage unit in which the front undercarriage bay 
has already been installed

Considering the complex angles of the structure, it fits pretty well, leaving a 
panel-line where the parts meet

After cementing tightly in place, that joint closes up nicely

of the airframe. Not here 
though. The F-35A's leg is 
designed to lay flat at this 
early stage, keeping it safely 
tucked away until needed. 
It's not until step 24 of the 
instruction booklet that the 
modeller is directed to snip 
off a small tab that holds 
the leg horizontal inside its 
housing, allowing it to swing 
down into place, secured 
with its retraction brace. It's 
a brilliant idea by the F-35 
model's design team and a 
touch of pure Tamiya magic.

With the fairly bland 
finish of the F-35's exterior, 
the jet exhaust does allow 
the modeller a chance to 
impart a little colour in 
the form of the mildly 
heat-stained afterburner 
petals and their white 
(ceramic?) interiors, pretty 
much the only area of a 

Lightning II that exhibits 
any obvious 'weathering'. 
The kit's afterburner is 
broken down in a manner 
that greatly eases the 
painting process; the white 
inners and dark metallic 
outers of the petals are 
moulded individually and 
are brought together onto 
the base part (G14) to create 
the finished unit, which is 
then pressed into place on 
the rear of the aircraft once 
it has been fully painted, 
decalled and – dare I say 
it – weathered! Another 
lovely example of Tamiya's 
forethought and very helpful 
for the modeller. So, I'll let 
the photos and their captions 
explain these and the other 
things I accomplished this 
month. Wish me luck in 
getting the model finished 
for the next issue! l

V 
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T E C H S P E C . . .

-  Wingspan: 222mm

-  Fuselage length: 326mm

-  Realistically depicted Radar Absorbent 

Material (RAM) panels

-  Weapons bay inside details including 

depictions of wiring

-  Engine nozzle, cockpit, and landing gear 

bays

-  Martin-Baker US16E ejection seat (multi-

ple-piece design)

-  Ladder which extends from nose left side

-  Nose undersurface side details

-  Y-shaped air intakes

-  Engine nozzle (five-part design)

-  RCS (Radar Cross Section) enhancers 

affixed to top and bottom sections (two for 

each, four in total) during basic training 

exercises

-  Choose from open or closed weapons 

bay covers and canopy (the latter is 

interchangeable), up or down flaps, and 

extended or retracted boarding ladder

Paints used for this stage:

Tamiya LP-3 Flat Black, LP-4 Flat White

Availability;

Tamiya models, accessories, paints and 

materials are widely available from good 

model shops and online. UK import and 

distribution by The Hobby Company Limited; 

www.hobbyco.net

Alclad 2 
paints were 
used to create 
the burnt 
steel effect 
of the outer 
afterburner 
panels

The inner 
faces were 
sprayed flat 
white and 
then given 
various 
treatments 
to create the 
stained look 
you see here

The five petals are ready to be fitted to the base ring, a perfect push-fit

A dab of Revell 
Contacta cement 

was applied to each 
'stub' to secure its 

petal in place

The finished 
nozzle looks 

very accurate 
and can be 

placed to one 
side, to be fitted 
towards the end 

of assembly
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 A TURNER 
FOR THE BOOKS!
Douglas Weir uses aftermarket decals 

to enhance NuNu's 1:24 BMW M6 GT3

T
he full size BMW M6 GT3 
debuted onto the race scene back 
in 2016 after being announced 
during 2015. The car’s inaugural 

race was to be the 2016 24 Hours of 
Daytona with BMW Team RLL.

NuNu’s kit was first released back 
in 2017 and since then has come in 
various box offerings with new parts 
and decals. The kit I picked up was the 
2020 release of with the 2018 Macau 
GP GT3 race winner livery, although I 
had other ideas for the livery I wanted 
to go on the model. At around the same 

time I was looking for a decal set for 
the Mustang GT4 I built (see TMMI 
Issue 325 Nov ’22 for the build article). 
I came across the Turner Motorsport 
livery for the car entered in the 24hr 
of Sebring 2019 event. With the livery 
now settled and the decals purchased it 
was time to start planning the build.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS

I’ve built a couple of NuNu kits prior to 
this one (namely the Audi R8 GT3 and 
the ex-Beemax BMW E30 M3) so had a 
rough idea of what the quality would be 

like. Upon opening the box, it was clear 
to see that on the whole the plastic 
looked good, a few areas would need a 
bit of attention, but the mouldings were 
nice, and the body shell looked good. 
I also had purchased the detail set 
available for this kit which comes with 
a fret of PE, some ribbon for the seat 
harness and a fair few sheets of carbon 
fibre decals for the chassis and other 
parts. The decals from Racing Decals 
43 looked superb and after building the 
Mustang GT4 I knew they would be a 
treat to apply. U 
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BODYWORK

Even though the body looked great 
there was still some basic clean-up to 
do in way of seam lines and making 
sure that everything was nice and clean 
so that there would be no issues further 
along the build process. This kit comes 
with separately moulded front and rear 
bumpers, again after a bit of clean up 
these were offered up to the bodyshell 
and checked for alignment/fit. When 
ready these were glued in place using 
some Tamiya white cap cement and left 
overnight to cure (pic 1). 

Next for the body was to add the 
ducts that sit on the rear three quarter 
panel. The two that sit above each rear 
wheel arch are supposed to be glued 

onto the internal cooling duct work 
according to the instructions, however 
I suspected that these wouldn’t sit nice 
with the body and would leave a gap, 
therefore I elected to glue them on to 
the body and deal with the seam line to 
smooth it all out. 

Any gaps were filled with some 
‘sprue glue’ and once cured sanded 
back until there was no visible seam, 
the same was done for the duct just 
in front of the rear wheel arch (pic 2). 
The last thing to deal with on this car 
was to fill the bonnet release that sits 
on the centreline of the bonnet just 
behind where the BMW badge would 
eventually go (pic 3).

One thing I had noted from a few 

folks I’d spoken to who had previously 
built this kit, was the poor fit around 
the bonnet cooling vents when mating 
the body to the chassis. In order to see 
what issues there were I decided to 
mock up the front end along with the 
rear cooling ducts to make sure there 
was no interference in these areas  
(pic 4). My idea being that I could deal 
with any issues now prior to any paint 
and not have to potentially struggle 
later while trying not to damage 
finished parts. With the internal parts 
all temporarily taped to the chassis 
I put on the body and checked for 
clearance around the various parts, 
all seemed to be fine so I was happy to 
move on and start painting (pics 5 to 9).

10

11

12

V 
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PAINT

The body was primed with some Mr 
Surfacer 1500 white as the base colour 
for this livery is Turner Motorsport 
yellow and I was expecting coverage to 
be bit woeful if I’m honest. The primer 
was then left overnight before it was wet 
sanded back to give a smooth finish for 
the yellow. The paint came from Gravity 
Colors in Spain and looked fantastic 
once built up after several light coats to 
prevent any issues with the paint on the 
plastic. This was again left overnight to 
fully cure before making a start on the 
decals (pic 10).

DECALS

When it comes to cars – and particularly 
racing cars – it’s always the decals that 
bring it to life for me, up until that 
point they’re always a bit of a blank 
canvas crying out to be made more 
interesting. As I was expecting after 
using the excellent Racing Decals 43 
on the Mustang GT4 (TMMI Issue 325, 
November 2022) there were no issues at 
all, they conformed beautifully around 
the various curves and with some good 
decal set and soften solutions (plus a 
little heat from a hairdryer) they settled 
into all the awkward parts happily 
enough (pics 11 to 14).

Since I was doing a full carbon effort 
on the chassis with the sheets supplied 
in the detail set, I thought it a bit rude 
not to add some carbon detail to the 
bodywork. Some of the decals as supplied 
by Racing Decals 43 were just plain 

black and after looking at a few images 
of the real cars I surmised they would be 
bare carbon sections. 

In order to help me with this task I 
scanned the decal sheets and used Adobe 
Illustrator to trace the outline of these 
decals. This was then transferred to the 
software for my cutting machine and I 
used this to cut a set of carbon decals 
from a sheet of Scale Motorsport 1:20 
Twill Weave (pic 15). These carbon bits 
were then applied where required and 
the whole body was left for a day or so 
before giving it a panel line wash with 
some Tamiya light grey panel line accent 
colour. Once the decals had fully dried 
the body was cleared using my now go-to 
gloss 2k from Gravity Colors (pic 16).

CHASSIS

This is a really basic kit, even by GT 
car standards so there isn’t that much 
to do. The upper sections of the wheel 
arches were fitted at the front; the 
upper sections of the rear being part 
of the interior tub. As I had previously 
dry-assembled the front radiator 
assembly, this was broken back down 
for paint (pic 17). The suspension parts 
were cleaned up, along with the hubs 
and the part that represents the rear 
drive shafts/diff and which are buried 
never to be seen again! (pic 18). They 
were all primed and the chassis set aside 
for the carbon decals, the rest of the 
parts were detail painted as called for in 
the instructions. The biggest job on the 
chassis was applying all the various bits 

13

15

16

14

U 
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of carbon decal supplied in the NuNu 
detail set. This carbon is really nice to 
work with having previously used it on 
the Audi R8 chassis; it goes on well and 
nicely conforms where needed. There is 
quite a lot of it so it is a case of taking 
your time and enjoying the process.

Once the carbon decals were down 
and dry, I could assemble the few parts 
that make up the chassis. With being 
aware of the previously mentioned 
issues around body fit on the chassis 
I decided to glue the front radiator 
assembly in place with some Tamiya 
Extra Thin, rather than my more 
normal superglue. I had two reasons 
for this, firstly CA can be brittle if 
things need flexing and the previously 
secure item will pop off meaning more 
(and more) CA and secondly, I view CA 
as more of a ‘spot’ weld as I don’t like 
using it in large quantities, whereas 
the Tamiya Liquid Cement will secure 
the parts along the whole joint. I would 
need to wait until later in the build to 
see if my theory would be correct.

INTERIOR

The interior again follows the same 
basic but functional theme of the kit 
(pic 19). In order to try and lift things a 
little, beyond using the bits and pieces 
that come in the PE detail set, I added 
some carbon to the dash and centre 
console, added my usual micro-balloons 
to the seat and dash top to mimic 
an Alcantara finish. A bit of detail 
painting of the various boxes that are 
moulded into the interior tub and a bit 
of a wash around the cables that are 
also moulded in does at least mean 
they are noticeable. The hatches that 
are present around the fuel cell were 
hand painted and the pipework added 
with a final dry brush of some grey to 
highlight edges and take away from 
the ‘black blob’ look (pic 20).

EXTERIOR DETAIL

Next up was to finish up the exterior 
details. The rear wing was assembled 
using the PE struts and end plates. 
This was then primed, and the 
carbon-fibre and sponsor decals 
applied. The front grille was carbon'd 
using a couple of pieces of Scale 
Motorsport decal and this was a long 
process with a fair bit of patience 
required to let it all settle in properly, 
but the result was well worth it.

The wheels were painted metallic 
black and once the tyres were fitted the 
tyre logos could be applied. For that bit 
of extra detail, I hand painted on some 
chalk markings with a small brush 
and thinned Vallejo white – these were 
loosely based on the tyre marking 
decals I had from Blue Stuff for the 
Mustang build.

FINISHING UP

The final parts of any of my builds 
is the flatting and polishing of the 
bodywork. I always try and be careful 
when spraying 2k as it can quickly 
build up and look quite thick. I usually 
aim to have it looking as smooth as 
possible with as few thin coats as 
required. It’s a bit of a balancing act 
but can save on a lot of elbow grease 
when it comes to flat and polish. The 
body was flatted back with some 
Micro-Mesh before moving on to 
compound and polish to finish things 
off. With the polishing out of the way 
it was time to deal with adding all 
the trim work to the body, firstly the 
ducts in front of the rear wheel arches 
needed to be painted black, to achieve 
this I made a mask and then sprayed 
some LP5 semi-gloss black. 
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Next the windows were masked 
using a mask set from Decalcas, once 
painted they were set aside to dry 
while I fitted the light clusters, PE 
grilles and light lenses (pics 21 to 24). 
I typically use a UV-curing glue to 
install these parts as it’s less prone to 
issues when compared to CA while give 
more working time if required before 
being set with a UV light.

Once the windows had been installed 
(pic 25), the body could be finally fitted 
to the chassis (pic 26). Fingers crossed 
I’d have no issues… I have to say it all 
went together well, once things were 
located it all just clicked into place. I 
think the liquid cement used to glue 
down the radiator assembly was a 
good idea and probably saved anything 
coming loose, but I had no interference 
issues thankfully. 

The one area that I deviated from 
the instructions was to keep the wheels 
off until I had the body on, which gave 
a bit more wiggle-room and I could see 
how things were going through the 
wheel arches. The last few bits to deal 
with were to add the side mirrors, rear 
wing and the windscreen sun stripe 
decal to call the build complete.

CONCLUSIONS

It’s a great kit of a car that has a 
multitude of options available for 
liveries. It does have a few quirks and 
issues although I never really had a 
problem. The kit is basic but it still 
looks like a BMW M6 GT3 at the end 
of the day and one I’m happy to have 
sitting on my shelf. I do have another 
one to build on a future date but I 
haven’t decided what livery that one 
will be yet. l
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T E C H S P E C . . .

NUNU MODEL KIT 1:24 BMW M6 GT3 

2018 MACAU GP WINNER  

KIT NO.PN24008MSK

Materials:

Injection-moulded polystyrene, synthetic  

rubber tyres, waterslide decals

Paints used:

- Mr Surfacer: 1500 White (Primer)

- Gravity Colors: Turner Motorsport Yellow 

(Base-coat)

Accessories used:

- Racing Decals 43: BMW M6 GTD 96 

Sebring 12h Of Sebring 2019 (RDE24/026)

- Scale Motorsport: 1:20 Twill Weave 

carbon-fibre-effect decal

- NuNu: BMW M6 Detail set

Availability:

- Nunu: www.hiroboy.com

- Gravity Colors: www.gravity-colors.com

- Racing Decals 43: www.racingdecals43.com

- Scale Motorsport: www.scalemotorsport.com

“ it all went together 
well, once things were 

located it all just clicked 
into place...

”
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How to Build...
TAMIYA’S 1:48 
LOCKHEED 
P-38F/G 
LIGHTNING 
By Marcus Nicholls
The book includes four complete builds, 

covering the following topics:

n Adding photo-etched parts

n Using resin upgrade components

n Extending the nose undercarriage leg

n Upgrading the cockpit detail

n Weathering the airframe

n Alternative decal sets

Only
£15.95
plus p&p
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A selection of the latest full kits in plastic, resin, metal and more!

New Releases
What’s in the box?  
AD; ACETATE DIALS, CC; CAST CERAMIC (PLASTER), CMA; CAST METAL ALLOY, CP; CHROMED PARTS, CPS; CLEAR PLASTIC SHEET, DT; DRY TRANSFER (DECALS), EM: ELECTRIC MOTOR EPS; EXTRUDED PLASTIC SECTION,

MR; METAL ROD, MW; METAL WIRE, MT; METAL TUBING, NM; NYLON MESH, PE; PHOTO ETCH, PEBM; PHOTO-ETCHED BADGES/MIRRORS, PCM; PRE-CUT MASKS, PMP; PRE-ASSEMBLED METAL PARTS), PS; PAPER STRIP

EDUARD, CZECH REPUBLIC
www.eduard.com www.creativemodels.co.uk

Tamiya's Lockheed P-38J Lightning receives 
a whole new cockpit this month and all the 
resin parts are now fully 3D-printed for 
maximum detail. Impressive stuff and the 
model can be taken ever further with the 
use of Eduard's raised rivets and surface 
dtail set (ER48003) which is also avail-
able for the P-38F/G/H (ER48004). Top all 
this off with Eduard's decal set for the 'J 
(D48107) for we have a winner!

1:48 3D-printed Brassin sets
- P-38J cockpit (648812) for Tamiya

1:48 Löök set
- Mosquito B Mk.IV (644188) for Tamiya

1:35 3D-printed Brassin set
- WWII German clamps Type 1 (635017)

P-38J cockpit (648812) for Tamiya

Mosquito B Mk.IV (644188) for Tamiya WWII German clamps Type 1 (635017)
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Accessories
UDED PLASTIC SECTION, F; FABRIC, IM; INJECTION MOULDED (PLASTIC), ITL; INDIVIDUAL TRACK LINKS, LCC; LASER CUT CARD, LLT; LINK AND LENGTH TRACKS, MC; METAL CHAIN, MMA; MACHINED METAL ALLOY, 

APER STRIP, R; RESIN, SVT; SOFT VINYL TYRES (OR TUBING), VF; VINYL FIGURES, VFP; VACUUM FORMED (PLASTIC), WC; WOVEN CORD, WS; WATERSLIDE (DECALS)

DEF MODEL, KOREA
www.defmodel.com
The new wheels from DEF Model include a set for Gecko's recent 
Daimler armoured car and the distinctive tread pattern is captured 
to perfection. For the I❤Kit (I Love Kit) 1:35 JLTV we have a set of 
marvellously chunky wheels with weighted flat spots and masses of 
hub detail. If you're building a burnt-out T-34 DEF's set of wheel rims 
without tyres will be the ideal addition and if you are depicting a 
modern US military vehicle on manoever, the US machine gun blank 
adapters will add the perfect touch of detail.

1:35 resin wheel sets
- T-34/85 burnt roadwheel set (2) spider type (DW30065) 
- Daimler armoured car Mk.1 sagged whee set (DW30066) for Gecko
- US JLTV sagged wheel set (DW35153) for I❤Kit

1:35 resin detail set
- Modern US machine gun blank adapter double set (DW35130)

ALPINE MINIATURES, USA
www.alpineminiatures.com

The newest pair of figures from New Jersey-
based manufacturer depicts two WW2 US 
infantrymen dressed for cold weather. One 
carries his M1 Carbine reversed in his 
right arm, the other has his M1 Garand 
rifle slung over his right should. As always 
the detail is eye-popping and the pair 
will add a lot of character to a vignette 
or as a stand-alone display. Each figure 
is supplied with a choice of heads as 
shown.

1:35 resin figure set
- WW2 US Infantry Set (35305)

DW30065

DW30066

DW35153

DW35130
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New Releases Accessories

ROYAL MODEL, ITALY
www.royalmodel.eu
New from Royal Model is a stunning 
1:32 figure of a WW2 Japanese pilot, 
in flight suit and katana at his side. 
A choice of heads – one in flight 
helmet and one bare-headed wearing 
a hachimaki – is provided. The detail 
is absolutely astonishing as hopefully 
you can see in the photos here; 
perfect to stand alongside a Tamiya 
1:32 A6M3 Zero. Also new and very 
welcome is a set of fourteen resin 
hands – seven left, seven right – to 
replace standard kit hands which can 
often be little more than amorphous 
blobs. Various 'poses' are included 
and they are incredibly lifelike.

1:32 resin figure
- Japanese pilot 

WWII (978)

1:35 
accessories
- Assorted hand 

set No.5 (959)

EURO DECALS, UK
www.fantasyprintshop.co.uk
Euro Decals continue on their F-100D Super Sabre theme with three new decal sets for a 1:32 model, 
Trumpeter's kit specifically. All are beautifully printed with saturated colours and perfect register and 
they will look stunning on the finished model. Check out the website for the specific aircraft covered.

1:32 decal sets
- North American F-100D Super Sabre Collection Pt.1 (ED-32131)
- North American F-100D Super Sabre Collection Pt.2 (ED32132)
- North American F-100D Super Sabre Collection Pt.3 (ED-32133)

978

959
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A selection of the latest full kits in plastic, resin, metal and more!

New Releases
What’s in the box?  
AD; ACETATE DIALS, AP; ACRYLIC PAINT, CC; CAST CERAMIC (PLASTER), CMA; CAST METAL ALLOY, CP; CHROMED PARTS, CPS; CLEAR PLASTIC SHEET, DT; DRY TRANSFER (DECALS), EM: ELECTRIC MOTOR EPS; EXTRUDED PLASTIC SECTION,

MR; METAL ROD, MT; METAL TUBING, MW; METAL WIRE, NM; NYLON MESH, PB; PAINT BRUSH, PCM; PRE-CUT MASKS, PE; PHOTO ETCH, PEBM; PHOTO-ETCHED BADGES/MIRRORS, PMP; PRE-ASSEMBLED METAL PARTS), PS; PAPER STRIP

AK INTERACTIVE, SPAIN
FJ43 PICKUP WITH DShKM
www.akinteractive.com
SCALE: 1:35 • MATERIALS: IM, PE, WS • ITEM NO.AK35002
As a scale modelling topics go, ‘modern era’ warfare is a fascinating 
if gruesome subject that is packed 
with vehicles that are wide-ranging, 
with ‘technicals’ gun trucks being 
one of the most ‘modellable’ of all. 
Many different vehicles have been 
pressed into service for this role, 
with Toyota’s bomb-proof pickup 
trucks often being favoured by their 
militia owners. With this in mind, 
AK Interactive has created a trio 
of Toyota FJ43 Land Cruisers in 
1:35 that fit the bill perfectly. This 
tough little truck was manufactured 
from 1960 to 1984 and has become 
somewhat a cult classic, but our 
interest lies with their use in 
guerilla wars in Africa, the Middle 
East and elsewhere. We received 
the FJ43 Pickup for review and it 
comes with a Soviet-era DShKM 
12.7mm heavy machine gun on a 
pillar mount in the rear. The other 
kits depict the pickup with an 
SPG-9 Recoilless Gun and one with 
a hard top, all on the same chassis.
They are all-new toolings from AK 
and are moulded to a very high 
standard; fine detail is everywhere. 
The chassis is a one-piece item 
(thankfully) but the drivetrain is 
built up from individual parts for 
enhanced detail. No upper engine 
is provided but that’s what the 
aftermarket is for. Three sets of 
steering linkages are supplied 
for left, straight-ahead and right-
turning poses to be represented, 
an excellent idea. It’s a wonderful 
target for creative paint job and 
weathering and figure sets are 
already on the way for it. A brilliant 
choice! TMMI

FLYHAWK, CHINA
HMS FORMIDABLE 1941 DELUXE EDITION
www.flyhawkmodel.com
SCALE: 1:700 • MATERIALS: IM, PE, MR, WS • ITEM NO.FH1152S
HMS Formidable was an Illustrious-class aircraft carrier and her 
aircraft played a key role in the Battle of Cape Matapan in early 
1941. Assigned to the Eastern Fleet in the Indian Ocean in 1942, 
she covered Operation Torch, the 
invasion of French North Africa 
in November. Formidable made 
several attacks on the German 
battleship Tirpitz in Norway in 1944 
as part of the Home Fleet. She 
was placed in reserve and sold for 
scrap in 1953 (Wikipedia). Flyhawk 
has firmly established itself as a 
premier producer of small-scale 
naval models and even if you’re 
not naturally a ship-kit builder (like 
this reviewer) you will nonetheless 
be impressed by their models. The 
detail they manage to cram into the 
injection-moulded polystyrene parts 
is absolutely incredible; they barely 
need any extra detail work, but 
with this release there’s a mass of 
minuscule photo-etched brass items 
to install too. The plastic parts 
provide easy solutions whether 
you choose to build your model as 
a full-hull or waterline depiction, 
with no tricky sawing needed at all, 
allowing you to get on with the fun 
of building and painting. This kit is 
one of Flyhawk’s ‘Deluxe Editions’ 
and as such the box contains a 
pack of photo-etched brass that 
include railings, cranes, walkways, 
antennae and more, plus struts and 
propellers for the Fairey Albacore, 
Fulmar and Swordfish airwing 
which will be found amongst the 
plastic sprues. The Swordfish even 
come with a wing-fold option 
which in 1:700 is a rather amazing 
achievement! Another set included 
in this special edition provides 
lengths of brass rod for the cranes 
plus turned brass for gun barrels, a 
really nice touch. TMMI

Hard to find fault here Modelling skills required

Superb detail, great subject 
choice, just the right amount 
of parts 

A very important Royal Navy 
vessel and a stunning kit in 
every respect
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ICM, UKRAINE
BRISTOL BEAUFORT MK.IA WITH TROPICAL FILTERS

www.hannants.co.uk
SCALE: 1:48 • MATERIALS: IM, WS • ITEM NO.48311
The Bristol Beaufort (manufacturer designation Type 152) was 
a British, twin-engined torpedo bomber designed by the Bristol 
Aeroplane Company and developed from experience gained 
designing and building the earlier Blenheim light bomber. At least 
1,180 Beauforts were built by Bristol 
and other British manufacturers. 
The Beaufort was adapted as a long-
range heavy fighter variant called 
the Beaufighter, which proved to be 
very successful and many Beaufort 
units eventually converted to the 
Beaufighter (Wikipedia). ICM plough 
on with model kit production 
despite the well-documented 
horrors in their home nation and 
what they are making is simply 
remarkable. One of their latest 
models to arrive at TMMI is this 
Beaufort Mk.1A in 1:48, an attractive 
variant of this World War Two 
British machine. It is provided with a 
decent cockpit that built as standard 
will more than satisfy the eye when 
peering through the canopy glazing. 
Eduard have created photo-etched 
details for this model that will take 
it to further heights. Both of the 
kit’s Bristol Perseus radial engines 
are highly detailed and the double-
bank powerplants are provided with 
exhaust systems as a finishing touch. 
The undercarriage is impressively 
complex-looking and all you need to 
do is file a pair of flat spots to create 
a slightly weighted appearance. The 
airframe is moulded with very fine 
recessed panel lines and raised 
panels where appropriate but there 
are no rivets. These could be added 
by the modeller with a suitable 
rivet-roller tool but if not added, the 
model will still look very handsome. 
Those good looks will be further 
enhanced by the markings options 
offered, the Mediterranean schemes 
being the most ‘weatherable’, from a 
scale modelling perspective. TMMI

ICM, UKRAINE
UNIMOG S404 KOFFER

www.hannants.co.uk
SCALE: 1:35 • MATERIALS: IM, SVT, WS • ITEM NO.35136
Mercedes-Benz’s ‘Unimog’ (UNIversal-MOtor-Gerät) 404, also 
called the Unimog S and Unimog 404 S, was produced in the 
Unimog plant in Gaggenau from 1955 to 1980. Marketed as 
Unimog U82, and later Unimog 
U110, 64,242 units of the two 
Unimog 404 types 404.0 and 404.1 
were built, which makes the 404 
the Unimog model with the highest 
production figure of all Unimogs. 
ICM have recently created a superb 
1:35 kit of this post-war little beast 
and it’s a wonderful production. 
It comes on six sprues of grey 
polystyrene plus two in clear, five 
black vinyl tyres and sheet of 
waterslide decals. The ladder chassis 
is a part-by-part structure with 
tubular crossmembers all present 
and correct; careful alignment 
during assembly will be vital here. 
The kit comes with a nicely detailed 
representation of the 2.2 litre 
straight-six engine/gearbox and 
along with a full exhaust system, 
fuel tanks and a detailed drivetrain/
suspension, it brings an air of 
pleasing busy-ness to the model’s 
underpinnings. So much so, the first 
forty-six steps of the instructions 
are concerned with its assembly. 
Impressive! From there, the cabin is 
built up and fitted and in an instant, 
covers much of your hard work, 
because the Unimog is a cabover 
design! One could always leave the 
cab loose. The kit being reviewed 
here is the ‘Koffer’ variant with 
a box-type rear body; ICM also 
offer the open cargo deck version 
(35135), both kits featuring fabric 
cabin roofs. It’s a superbly well 
detailed model that will keep you 
busy for quite a while, in a very 
good way! TMMI

An Eduard PE brass set will 
add an extra touch of delicacy

Don’t worry about the 
lack of an MB logo on the 
grille in the boxart, it’s 
moulded on the kit part

Fantastic subject choice and 
attractive markings options 

Fantastic subject - let’s hope 
for a whole Unimog family
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New Releases
What’s in the box?  
AD; ACETATE DIALS, AP; ACRYLIC PAINT, CC; CAST CERAMIC (PLASTER), CMA; CAST METAL ALLOY, CP; CHROMED PARTS, CPS; CLEAR PLASTIC SHEET, DT; DRY TRANSFER (DECALS), EM: ELECTRIC MOTOR EPS; EXTRUDED PLASTIC SECTION,

MR; METAL ROD, MT; METAL TUBING, MW; METAL WIRE, NM; NYLON MESH, PB; PAINT BRUSH, PCM; PRE-CUT MASKS, PE; PHOTO ETCH, PEBM; PHOTO-ETCHED BADGES/MIRRORS, PMP; PRE-ASSEMBLED METAL PARTS), PS; PAPER STRIP

ITALERI, ITALY
LAND ROVER 109 LWB

www.hobbyco.net
SCALE: 1:24 • MATERIALS: IM, SVT, WS • ITEM NO.3665
Arriving on just one large sprue 
of black polystyrene, plus a chassis, 
bodyshell, soft-top, four tyres, decals 
and window parts, Italeri’s 1:24 Land 
Rover 109 LWB kit is an exercise 
in elegant and efficient model kit 
design. All the more impressive 
considering the model’s origins as 
an Esci release from the 1970s; it 
looks thoroughly modern with all 
parts very nicely detailed and just a 
modicum of flash to contend with. 
Italian maker Esci were way ahead 
of their time and this alone more 
than justifies the issue of this kit 
now; the body shape is spot on and 
somehow the production style suits 
the utilitarian feel of the real vehicle. 
It just kinda works. Evolving from 
its 1947 beginnings in the form 
of the Series I, the Series III Land 
Rover was introduced in 1971 and 
manufactured in great quantities; it 
was a workhorse for farmers and 
the military alike and its off-road 
ability was legendary. This kit depicts 
the eighty-eight-inch long wheelbase 
version which is a handsome thing 
and from an aesthetic viewpoint, 
is more attractively proportion 
than the somewhat dumpy short 
wheelbase machine. The kit can 
be built in left and righthand-drive 
versions and the cabin is well 
appointed with all driving controls 
included, plus the famously spartan 
dashboard(s). No engine is included 
and the bonnet is moulded in 
with the cabin, but the chassis and 
drivetrain are well detailed all the 
same. An excellent rendition of this 
British motoring icon, even after all 
those years. TMMI

KINETIC, HONG KONG
F-16A MLU NATO VIPER

www.luckymodel.com
SCALE: 1:48 • MATERIALS: IM, WS • ITEM NO.K48100
In 1989, a two-year study began regarding possible mid-life upgrades 
for the USAF’s and European Partner Air Forces’ F-16A/Bs. The 
resulting F-16 Mid-Life Update (MLU) package was designed to 
upgrade the cockpit and avionics to the equivalent of that on the 
F-16C/D Block 50/52; add the ability to employ radar-guided air-to-
air missiles; and to generally enhance 
the operational performance and 
improve the reliability, supportability 
and maintainability of the aircraft. 
Aircraft receiving this set of 
updates are designated F-16AM 
or F-16BM. Development began 
in May 1991 and continued until 
1997; however, the USAF withdrew 
from the MLU program in 1992, 
although it did procure the modular 
mission computer for its Block 
50/52 aircraft. The first of five 
prototype conversions flew on 28th 
April 1995, and the installation of 
production kits began in January 
1997 (Wikipedia). This is an all-
new kit from Kinetic, completely 
replacing the earlier F-16 the 
company produced in 2009. To quote 
Raymond Chung, Kinetic’s owner; 
“For years, I have a wish to revisit 
our first iconic subject; F-16 series. 
We need to explore until we gain 
sufficient experiences and technical 
resources to achieve the standard 
of what customers really expected. 
Now, after six years of hard work, 
with the help of our global team 
of contributors and supporters, 
we are proud to present our new 
generation tooling of 1:48 F-16 
kit (Gold Series). I want to take 
this opportunity to say thank you 
to all customers who support us 
throughout the years, bear our 
imperfect products, and yet expect 
us to do better for each new 
release. We will continue to offer 
more exciting products, just as this 
time, the Kinetic Gold F-16 series to 
the market in return for your kind 
support for Kinetic”. TMMI

Just a like flash to remove, 
no big deal

All looks good from here

Flawless subject, excellent 
proportions, remarkably 
fine detail

Fantastic detail and a big 
advance from Kinetic’s 
original F-16 of 2009
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REVELL, GERMANY
AUDI RS E-TRON GT EASY-CLICK SYSTEM

www.revell.de
SCALE: 1:24 • MATERIALS: IM, SVT, WS, SAS • ITEM NO.07698
Before anything further is said 
about this kit, it’s essential to state 
that you should not be put off by 
the Easy-Click System logo on the 
boxtop. Upon seeing that emblem, 
you may be forgiven for thinking 
this is a simplified model with 
sacrifices in detail and refinement 
to make it easier to build. And 
while Revell’s designers have 
certainly rationalised construction 
in some areas – mostly notably the 
suspension, or lack thereof – the 
key elements of bodyshell, interior 
and wheels are all extremely well 
executed, allowing this model to 
potentially look fantastic when built 
and painted. The body’s proportions 
look spot-on and capture the low-
slung lines of this electric-propelled 
rocket ship perfectly. The real 
thing has almost 600bhp giving it a 
neck-straining 0-60mph time of 3.3 
seconds which is pretty amazing. 
It shares its underpinnings with 
the Porsche Taycan 4S, which gives 
a clue to just how performance-
oriented this machine is. Although 
Revell’s kit is perhaps aimed at 
modellers newer to the hobby, 
you’ll get the best result from it 
if you take your time and give it 
the care it deserves. The bodyshell 
really is nicely done and with the 
use of modern-generation paints 
such as Tamiya’s Lacquer Paint 
range, it has the potential to look 
magnificent. Treat the interior with 
similar respect and you’ll have an 
excellent replica of this improbably 
powerful autobahn stormer for 
your display cabinet. TMMI

MAGIC FACTORY, CHINA
IRON DOME AIR DEFENCE SYSTEM

www.fromemodelcentre.com.net
SCALE: 1:35 • MATERIALS: IM, PE, MW, MT, WS • ITEM NO.2001
‘Iron Dome’ is a mobile, all-weather air defence system developed 
by Rafael Advanced Defence Systems and Israel Aerospace Industries. 
The system is designed to intercept 
and destroy short-range rockets and 
artillery shells fired from distances 
of four kilometres (two and a 
half miles) to seventy kilometres 
(forty-three miles) away and whose 
trajectory would take them to an 
Israeli populated area. From 2011 to 
2021, the United States contributed 
a total of $1.6 billion to the Iron 
Dome defence system, with another 
$1 billion approved by the US 
Congress in 2022 (Wikipedia). This 
is an all-new kit from newcomers 
(to TMMI at least) ‘Magic Factory’. 
The box includes one Iron Dome 
launcher whose parts are spread 
across nine sprues of sand-coloured 
polystyrene. The kit also includes 
a fret of tabless photo-etched 
brass parts, metal tubing, a roll of 
wire, a sheet of rather nice matt 
finished data stencils plus a sheet 
of carrier-film-free markings for 
the side of the missile tubes. With 
these, the modeller is directed to 
apply the decal in the conventional 
manner with water, leave for 
twenty-four hours then peel off the 
top film, leaving just the tiny data 
stencils in place. Interesting! The 
moulded parts are very nicely done, 
exhibiting detail of the standard 
we’d expect from the like of 
Dragon or Trumpeter. US Army and 
Israeli Defence Force options are 
provided, in dark green and desert 
sand respectively. It is certainly a 
topical and fascinating subject and 
would look great in a small diorama. 
TMMI

Don’t worry about that 
Easy Click logo!

Nothing negative leaps 
out here

Excellent proportions, 
great detail and top value 
at around £30

Very interesting subject 
and something rather 
different for the 
workbench
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Shiblee Imtiaz Hasan creates some authentic-looking 
weathering effects on Dragon's 1:700 kit of the US Navy 
littoral combat ship 'USS Gabrielle Giffords'

USS GABRIELLE 
GIFFORDS LCS-10
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I
’ve been modelling ships 
for fourteen years and 
1:700 is my favourite 
scale. So far I’ve built a 

few vessels from the World 
War II period, because they 
seemed the most interesting 

to me. Ship models from this 
period are characterised by 
lots of small parts and with 
the addition of photo-etched 
elements they turn out to 
be a pile of minute details. 
There comes a time in a 
life of a modeller when you 
simply get tired of it and 
need a rest! That’s how I got 
the idea of building 1:700 
scale USS Gabrielle Giffords 
LCS-10, made by Dragon  

(pic 1). USS Gabrielle 
Giffords is a modern 
warship with a simple hull 
shape and so there’s not a 
lot of armament or other 
attachments like in the 
World War II period vessels. 
That’s why I decided that it 
was perfect to take a break 
from microscopic parts and 
focus only on painting.

I wasn’t disappointed after 
opening the package. Just 
like I’ve assumed, the model 
didn’t come with a lot of 
parts and the hull could be 
built either with the bottom 
or down to the water line. 
At first I hesitated about 
building it on the water, but 

because it was supposed to 
be a quick little project I 
decided to build it with a full 
hull and place it on a stand. 
There was a small metal 
sheet with photo etched 
elements containing two 
railings and nets placed on 
the flight deck.

Unfortunately, I came 
to the conclusion that it 
wouldn't suffice so I decided 
to enhance the model with 
a set of photo-etched parts 
made by Flyhawk (pics 2, 3). 
Luckily, the set didn’t 
contain a lot of parts and 
they were mostly of the 
bigger kind. With all of 
this to hand, I started to 
build the model. I began by 
attaching the bottom of the 
hull to the rest of the model. 
It fitted almost perfectly, but 
I had to use putty to cover 
some gaps. U 
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The biggest issue turned 
out to be joining the frontal 
part of the bridge, at the 
windows. Unfortunately the 
windows on the front didn’t 
match with the windows on 
the port side. It bothered 
me so I decided to make 
the front windows out of 
photo-etched parts left over 
from a different project  
(pics 4, 5). Further processes 
of building the model and 
applying the photo-etched 
parts went without any 
problems  
(pic 6). 

FABRICATING A CRANE

I have no idea why the 
model manufacturer didn’t 
supply the crane and 
motorboat to be placed on 
the port side of the vessel. 
Luckily it wasn’t a big 
issue; I made the crane 
using pieces of plastic and 
photo-etched parts and 
took a motor boat from the 
Pit-Road NE10 set (pic 7).  
Additionally I chose to 
replace the antennae placed 
on the mast and for this 
purpose I used 0.3mm 
diameter copper tubing  
(pic 8). For the pointed 
antennas I used 0.4mm 
wire. I placed a piece of 
wire in a grip, rested it on 
a piece of wood and using a 
steel file, filed it down to a 
pointy shape. I sanded down 
all rough edges with a piece 
of sandpaper and I had my 
antennae (which were not 
included in the set). 
Although there were various 
helicopters included (Sea 
Hawk among others) I 
chosen to replace it; in this 
scale, Trumpeter's 03455 
Sikorsky SH-60B Seahawk 
turned out to be more finely 
detailed. The rotors included 
in the set were definitely too 
thick though, so I replaced 
them with a set I made out 
of a piece of photo-etched 
metal (pics 9, 10).

1 2 3
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PAINTING THE MODEL

Just as I expected, 
assembling the parts went 
quick and mostly without 
issues. Now I could begin 
the most important part, 
which is painting. For a 
modern vessel, this one has 
an interestingly coloured 
hull. There’s a lot of 
discolouration and streaks, 
which is rare for a modern 
vessel. It is probably the 
desire to recreate these 
patterns and play with 
colours which enticed me to 
choose this model.
I started the painting 
process by applying Tamiya 
Liquid Surface Primer. 
Following this I covered 
whole hull with Tamiya 
XF-53 Neutral Grey, 
lightened with XF-2 Flat 
White in 1:1 proportions  
(pic 11). Next step was to get 
a marble-like effect on the 
whole hull. Firstly I painted 
the model with XF-63, 
lightened using XF-2 1:1 
(pic 12). Next, I repainted it, 
but using pure XF-63. The 
hull turned darker, with 
lots of contrast, so I painted 
the hull excluding the flight 
deck with a transparent 
layer of XF-20 Medium 
Grey diluted 10:1 (thinner 
to paint). I used the same 
method on the flight deck, 
but the surface was covered 
with XF-63.

TIME TO GET DIRTY

Now it was time for the 
hardest part, applying the 
discolouration effects across 
the hull. At first I had no 
idea how to approach this, 
because the transitions 
between colours were too 
fluid and the hull was quite 
small, which made painting 
more difficult. I couldn’t 
use masking, because 
transitions between colours 
would be too regular and 
sharp. Finally I decided to 
paint it without masking, 
only using an airbrush and 
painting small squares and 
rectangles. This solution 
turned out to be the best 
one. Using XF-63 mixed 
with a little of XF-10 I 
started to apply the paint. 
At first, I painted all of the 
squares and rectangles so 
they were barely visible. 

Afterwards I increased 
their contrast, so they would 
appear darker and with 
different shades from each 
other. Now, after achieving 
high contrast, I had to lower 
it a little bit. Like before I’ve 

covered it with a transparent 
layer of XF-20, so the 
previously achieved contrast 
would lessen a little.

MASKING FOR THE WALKWAYS

Subsequently I’ve started 
to paint the walkways on 
the hull. Dragon provided 
walkway decals with the 
set, but they didn’t exactly 
match what I’ve seen on the 
real vessel. Because of that 
I’ve used thin strips of tape 
to mask the decks, so I could 
paint on square walkways. 
I’ve used XF-69 for this  
(pics 13, 14).
I painted the armament 
using XF-53 lightened with 
XF-2 1:1. Then I had to 
paint the bottom of the hull. 
Firstly I painted a black 

strip along the water line 
using XF-1, then XF-69 was 
applied to the bottom of the 
hull. To get a more realistic 
look as though like the 
paint had been exposed to 
water, I chosen to apply the 
paint through a thin piece 
of sponge held next to the 
hull surface. This way the 
finish would be irregularly 
and patchy. I used a few 
different shades of grey and 
brown so the effect was 
as varied as it could 
be. I secured the whole 
hull with additional 
elements with X-22 
Clear. With a surface 
prepared like this I 
could go on to the next 
step. I applied the 
decals which I secured 

with an additional layer of 
X-22. Then I applied a dark 
grey colour-wash using oil 
paints made by Van Gogh. 
Next step was to apply 
some dirt and grime to the 
flight deck and here I used 
AK Interactive Naval Ships 
Weathering Colors AK301, 
302, 303 and 305 (pic 15). I 
applied them at the same 
time so they could mix 
together. 

11
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When they dried, I 
removed the excess with 
a Q-Tip and repeated the 
process. After the third 
time the flight deck was as 
dirty as I wanted it to be. 
I had to do the rest of the 
hull and the bottom next. 
I also used paints from AK 
Interactive, making all of 
the streaks and scratches 
with AK303, 305 and 306. 
Finally I applied a layer of 
matte lacquer made by AK 
Interactive.

All that remained was 
to fit rigging for the signal 
flags and the crew. I started 
with rigging, making it out 
of stretched sprue in a beige 
colour. Next I cut it into 
small sections and affixed it 

to the mast and deck so they 
were a little loose. Using 
a burning incense stick I 
tightened the loose threads. 
Be careful if trying this at 
home! I was then able to 
glue on a flag to the rigging. 

CREW ABOARD!
The final part was the 
crew. Unfortunately there’s 
not a lot of choice when it 
comes to 1:700 figurines. 
Luckily, some time ago, 
the Polish company 'Ion 
Model' released a series 
of 3D-printed figurines 
in 1:700 and 1:350 scales 
which depicted Japanese, 
American, German and 
British sailors from the 
World War II period – at 

the moment there are none 
available for the modern 
period – but I hope the will 
be sometime soon. 
Due to the fact that we’re 
dealing with 1:700 scale and 
the figurines are so small, I 
decided to use the American 
sailors set. After properly 
painting them it shouldn’t 
be visible that they’re 
from the incorrect time 
period. As far as working 
with this set goes, I was 
pleasantly surprised at the 
beginning (pics 16, 17). Well 
thought-out placement of the 
figures on the 3D-printed 
baseplate allowed me to 
paint them before cutting 
them from the base. Due to 
the fact that they’re made 

out of slightly flexible resin 
I didn’t damage them during 
removal from the base plate. 
In my opinion they’re the 
best 1:700 scale figurines I 
had the opportunity to work 
with so far.

A QUICK AND SATISFYING 
RESULT
Just as I’d planned, the 
model was finished quickly 
and I was pleased with 
the results. Building 
went smoothly and most 
importantly it allowed me 
to relax and rest a bit. I’m 
really happy about the way 
the painting turned out and 
I’m sure that I’m going to 
build another modern period 
model soon! l

17



57TMMI 329 March 2023

T E C H S P E C . . .

DRAGON 1:700 USS GABRIELLE 

GIFFORDS LCS-10 W/NAVAL STRIKE 

MISSILES (NSM) KIT NO.7147

Materials:

Injection-moulded polystyrene, waterslide 

decals

Paints used:

- Tamiya Acrylics: XF-53 Neutral Grey, XF-2 

Flat White, XF-63 German Grey, XF-20 

Medium Grey, XF-10 **, XF-69 **, X-22 

Clear. Surface Primer

- AK Interactive: Naval Ships Weathering 

Colors AK301, 302, 303 and 305 

- Van Gogh: oil paints 

Accessories used:

- Flyhawk: USN Littoral Combat Ship USS 

Independence (FH710006)

- Pit-Road: (NE10) 

- Trumpeter: Sikorsky SH-60B Seahawk 

(03455)

Availability:

Dragon models and accessories are widely 

available from good model shops and online. 

UK import and distribution by The Hobby 

Company Limited; www.hobbyco.net

“ the best 1:700 scale figurines 
I had the opportunity to work 

with so far..
”
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USS GABRIELLE GIFFORDS (LCS-10)

U
SS Gabrielle Giffords (LCS-10) 
is an Independence-class littoral 
combat ship of the United States 
Navy. The ship is named after 

former United States Representative 
Gabby Giffords, who was shot along 
with eighteen other people during a 
2011 shooting in Tucson, Arizona. 
The ship's name was announced by 
then-Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus 
on 10th February 2012. Gabrielle 
Giffords is the 16th US naval ship to 
be named for a woman by the United 

States Navy and the 13th U.S. naval 
ship since 1850 to be named after a 
living person.

Construction on Gabrielle Giffords 
began with her keel laying on 16th 
April 2014 at the Austal USA shipyard 
in Mobile, Alabama. Rep. Giffords, 
still recovering from injuries sustained 
in the 2011 assassination attempt, 
attended the ship's keel-laying 
ceremony and with the assistance of 
an Austal welder, welded her initials 
into a plate that would become part 

of the ship's hull.Gabrielle Giffords 
was launched and then moved from 
her construction facility to drydock, 
on 26th February 2015. The ship was 
christened in a ceremony held at the 
Austal USA shipyard on 13th June 
2015 and Second Lady of the United 
States Dr Jill Biden served as ship 
sponsor at the christening. The ship 
was delivered to the US Navy on 23rd 
December 2016 and commissioned the 
following spring on 10th June 2017 in 
Galveston, Texas. l

History edited from Wikipedia

US Navy photos



59TMMI 329 March 2023

US Representative Gabrielle Giffords (retired) 
after whom the vessel was named

The US Navy Independence-class littoral 
combat ship USS Gabrielle Giffords (LCS-10) 
pier-side at Naval Base San Diego, California 
(USA), on 20th October 2017. She was 
preparing to conduct final contract trials 
(FCT). The trials, conducted by the Navy's 
Board of Inspection and Survey (INSURV), 
serves as the final in-depth assessment 
of newly constructed ships prior to official 
delivery to the US Navy, ensuring the US 
Navy's standards and requirements are met.
US Navy photo by Mass Communication 
Specialist 3rd Class Abby Rader 

US Navy photos
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GOT A NEW BOOK? If you are a publisher with a new modelling related title to publicise, why not send in a copy for review here?

Book Reviews

US HALF-TRACKS OF WW2: LEGENDS OF WARFARE 

DAVID DOYLE, SCHIFFER PUBLISHING, LTD

www.schifferbooks.com

After the success of foreign and in particular 
German half-track vehicles, the US Army 
began to explore this type of vehicle 
during the 1930’s and by their entry 
into WW2 the American forces had 
developed the M2 and M3 half-track 
series. These flat-sided vehicles 
were resistant to small arms and 
they were very mobile thanks to 
their driven front axle. As a result, 
they were able to accompany 
armor units and bring troops or 

weapons to the front of the action. 
Indeed, the half-tracks were used for a variety 

of roles, some very specialised. In addition to the White vehicles used by the US forces, there is a section covering 
the International Harvester vehicles which were used by Allied nations. This book by David Doyle is not just ‘yet another’ 

book on the subject, because the photos have been carefully chosen to help modellers in particular and the text is very informative 
for giving a basic understanding of each variant. The photos are all extremely sharp and clear, providing the sort of detail that is useful 

to add to a kit. For anyone making a model or simply interested in half-tracks, this 112-page hardback book is an inexpensive route to get into the 
subject. This is definitely an excellent guide for modellers. CLS

M10 GUN MOTOR CHALLENGE: LEGENDS OF WARFARE 

DAVID DOYLE, SCHIFFER PUBLISHING, LTD

www.schifferbooks.com

The US Army doctrine in WW2 called for 
lightly armoured tank destroyers, mounting 
a relatively powerful gun. The most well-
known of these was the M10 GMC, 
based on a Sherman chassis and 
mounting a 3” gun. Starting at the 
end of 1942, production of the M10 
continued through 1943 and a 
number of variants appeared with 
modifications to the turret and 
the engine. A significant number 
were given to Allied nations, 

including France and the British 
Commonwealth. A number of the British 

vehicles were fitted with the 17pdr gun, making them even more potent. The Tank Destroyer concept did not gain 
traction and armies reverted to Main Battle Tank as a better way forward. This book is largely filled with outstanding photos 

of the M10, with over 140 pages of clear pictures, scale drawings and illustrations. While the first part of the book concentrates 
on factory shots and interior views, the bulk of the pages are devoted to excellent ‘in action’ photos of the M10 vehicles fighting their way 

through Europe. In addition, the informative captions give a clear understanding of what each picture shows.There are few books around that have this 
superb blend of detail shots and wartime usage and as a result the book provides everything that a researcher or modeller could hope for. CLS





KIT KRAZY MODEL SHOP

NEW AND PRE-OWNED KITS. COLLECTIONS BOUGHT AND SOLD
AIRCRAFT, MILITARY, CARS, SHIPS, BIKES & SCIFI

Tel: 020 8298 7177
303 The Broadway, Bexleyheath, Kent DA6 8DT

www.kitkrazy.com    steve@kitkrazy.com

Opening hours: 9-30am-5.30pm Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday
You can also find us at most major model and airshows throughout the year

10.00AM - 4.00PM MONDAY TO FRIDAY

Tel: 01992 447346
7 Impresa Park, Pindar Road, Hoddesdon, Herts EN11 0DL

HURRICANE MODELS

Tamiya Radio Controlled Models and Plastic Model Kits of cars, bikes, boats, tanks and 
planes from Tamiya and most Major Brands always in stock.  
Racks of paints and a range of Airbrushes always in stock.

 sales@hurricanemodels.co.uk  www.hurricanemodels.co.uk 

MASTERCARD/VISA/SWITCH/AMEX/DELTA

GEE DEE MODELS

MODAY TO FRIDAY 9.30AM - 5.30PM SATURDAY 9AM-5.30PM

Tel: 0115 9412211 Fax: 0115 9417717
21 Heathcoat Street, Nottingham, Nottinghamshire, NG1 3AF

ESTABLISHED 1946                                                              MAIL ORDER

SPECIALISING IN PLASTIC KITS, DIECAST, BOATS, PLANES AND CARS

www.geedee-modelshop.com

AVIATION & MILITARY BOOK CENTRE

AVIATION AND MILITARY BOOKS AND MAGAZINES

Tel: 0845 260 4413 
PO BOX 4413, ATHERSTONE, WARWICKSHIRE, CV9 9AS

MASTERCARD/VISA/SWITCH/PAYPAL/CHEQUES/CASH/POSTAL ORDERS

PHONE LINES OPEN 10AM-6PM MON-FRI, 10AM-1PM SAT-SUN

PHONE, WRITE OR VISIT US ONLINE.

  sales@aviationbookcentre.com www.aviationbookcentre.com

ADVERTISE HERE!

IF YOU ARE READING THIS THEN SO ARE 
THOUSANDS OF OTHERS!

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT ALAN ON: ALAN@DOOLITTLEMEDIA.COM

AVID READER

MILITARY, AVIATION, NAVAL, MODELLING,  

RAILWAYS, CAR & MOTORCYCLE BOOKS

  Tel: 01299 823 330  Fax:01299 829 970
Unit 10, Hodfar Road, Sandy lane Ind Estate, Stourport On Severn, Worcestershire, DY13 9QB

9.30 – 4.30 MONDAY TO FRIDAY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

WWW.BOOKWORLDWS.CO.UK
INFO@BOOKWORLDWS.CO.UK    VISA/MASTERCARD/MAESTRO

D-9 MODELS

MONDAY TO SATURDAY 9AM - 4.30PM

Tel/Fax: 01633 222282
D-9 Models, Newport Indoor Market, Newport, South Wales NP20 1DD

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS. MAIL ORDER

SPECIALIST PLASTIC KIT MODEL SHOP. BRANDS INCLUDE TAMIYA, TRUMPETER, 
ITALERI, REVELL, DRAGON, AFV, HASEGAWA, RODEN, EDUARD AND MORE

  www.d-9models.co.uk d.ninemodels@btconnect.com

HIROBOY (ZERO PAINTS)

THE UK’S LARGEST MAIL ORDER COMPANY SPECIALISING IN SCALE 

AUTOMOTIVE MODEL KITS WITH A LARGE SELECTION OF AFTERMARKET 

DETAILING PARTS, ACCESSORIES, BOOKS AND LOADS MORE

Tel: +44 (0)1684 252310 (UK office hours only)

www.hiroboy.com

A1 Astwood Business Centre, Staverton Connection, Gloucester Road,
Staverton, Cheltenham, GL51 0TF, United Kingdom.

Open: Monday-Thursday: 8.00-4.30, Friday: 8.00-2.30

25% OFF
SHOP VISITS 

AND MAIL ORDER

FINESCALE MODEL WORLD LTD

PLASTIC KITS, AIRBRUSHES, PRIMERS, PAINTS, 

TOOLS, GLUES, STATIC GRASS & ACCESSORIES

Tel/Fax: 01902 650077
MAIL ORDER AND WEBSITE SALES

www.finescalemodelworld.co.uk
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDSfinescalemodelrailways@gmail.com

ADVERTISE HERE

IF YOU ARE READING THIS 
THEN SO ARE THOUSANDS OF OTHERS.

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT 
ALAN@DOOLITTLEMEDIA.COM

STARLING MODELS

SPECIALIST IN SMALL SCALE SHIP KITS AND 
ACCESSORIES FROM AROUND THE WORLD

www.starling-models.co.uk
info@starling-models.co.uk • Tel: 07591 669275

Online shop and mail order
Stocking: Combrig, Flyhawk, Orange, Niko, L’Arsenal, Samek, Dodo, North Star, AJM,  

3d Modelparts, Master Barrel and our own brand Starling Models kits and accessories

MASTERPIECE MODELS

www.masterpiecemodels.com
For a 15% discount enter coupon code “TAMMAG” when ordering

BUYER’S GUIDE BUYER’S GUIDE BUYER’S GUIDE



www.creativemodels.co.uk

www.hyperscale.com

www.missing-lynx.com

www.ebbro.com 

Finest Quality Modelswww.hobbyco.net

www.tamiyamodelmagazinewww.tamiyamodelmagazine.com.com

             tamiya.com

             italeri.de/endragon-models.com

NEW FORUMS INCLUDING 
MILITARY MODELLING FORUM

WEB DIRECTORY WEB DIRECTORY WEB DIRECTORY

Doolittle Media Ltd., The Granary, Doolittle Lane, Totternhoe, Bedfordshire, LU6 1QX, Great Britain

W. www.doolittlemedia.com     E. enquiries@doolittlemedia.com     T. +44 (0) 1525 222573

      TAMIYA MODEL MAGAZINE INTERNATIONAL LIMITED TIME 

SUBSCRIPTION OFFER
SUBSCRIBE OR RENEW 

FOR 24 ISSUES AND RECEIVE 
A FREE SUBSCRIPTIONS 
GIFT WORTH £28 RRP!

We have teamed up with our friends at Model Craft so we can offer 

you a special gift for subscribing with us for 24 issues. 

Flexible Masking Tape Set
These making tapes are ideal for Modelling, Airbrushing, Arts, 

Craft, Hobby and even those smaller DIY tasks. The tape sticks, 

stays and removes cleanly. It is also U.V. protected for masking 

in direct sunlight.

This flexible acid free tape is designed to follow curved lines and 
contoured surfaces without creasing, tearing or paint bleed.

• Precise masking with no paint 
bleed

• Acid free

• 1mm, 2mm, 3mm, 6mm & 
10mm widths, 18m length

• Comes in twin packs, so you 
receive 10 packs

• 180m of masking mayhem! 

• FREE GIFT worth over £28!

* Terms and conditions

While stocks last. Customers attempting to take out this offer after 

all stock is gone will be contacted before any money is taken. 

Subscriptions taken out with this offer will not be refunded if cancelled.
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Contact details for companies featured in TMMI...
● ACCURATE ARMOUR/ARMOUR DISTRIBUTION
Units 15-16 Kingston Industrial Estate, 
Port Glasgow, Inverclyde, PA14 5DG 
Scotland. Tel: 01475 743 955
Fax: 01475 743746
www.accurate-armour.com

● THE AIRBRUSH COMPANY Ltd
79 Marlborough Road, Lancing Business 
Park, Lancing, West Sussex, BN15 8UF, 
+44 (0) 1903 767800
www.airbrushes.com

● AIRCONNECTION
Box 21227, RPO Meadowvale
Mississauga, ON L5N 6A2, Canada
Tel: (905) 677-0016 Fax: (905) 677-0582
sale@airconnection.on.ca
info@airconnection.on.ca
www.airconnection.on.ca

● AIRWAVES
Via Hannants www.hannants.co.uk

● ALBION ALLOYS
Spacemaker House, 518 Wallisdown Road, 
Bournemouth, Dorset, UK, BH11 8PT
Tel: 01202 511232 Fax: 01202 539967                     
From outside UK please dial

● ALCLAD II
No.5 St Georges Close, Bacton, Norfolk, 
NR12 0LL. www.alclad2.com
Tel: 01692 652166 Fax: 01692 652334

● AMMO OF MIG JIMENEZ S.L.
Navarra (SPAIN)
www.migjimenez.com
www.theweatheringmagazine.com
Email info@migjimenez.com
In UK; Creative Models

● AMPERSAND PUBLISHING  
(via Historex Agents in UK)
235 NE 6th Avenue #4 Delray Beach, 
Florida 33483-5543, USA 
Tel: 561-266 9686 Fax: 561-266-9786

● ARCHER (Historex in UK)
PO Box 1277 Youngsville, NC 27596-
1277, USA www.archertransfers.com

● BADGER AIRBRUSH
9128 W. Belmont Avenue, 
Franklin Park, IL 60131, USA
800-AIR-BRUSH Fax: 800-57BADGER
www.badgerairbrush.com
customerservice@badgerairbrush.com

● BISON DECALS
Available from www.hannants.co.uk 
and www.pdi-model-supplies.com

● CAMMETT AND CO  
(Lifecolour, Scale Caliber)
Unit 5 Forest Road, Greenfield Industrial 
Estate, Hay-on-Wye, HR3 5FA, United 
Kingdom. Tel: 01497 822757 
Email: cammettco@btopenworld.com
www.cammett.co.uk

● CARRERA REVELL UK LTD.
Unit 10 Old Airfield Industrial Estate
Cheddington Lane, Tring, Herts,  
HP23 4QR. Tel: 01296 660291 
ukbranch@revell.de
www.revell.de/en 

● CLASSIC PUBLICATIONS
Midland Counties Publications, 4 Watling 
Drive, Sketchley Lane Industrial Estate, 
Hinckley, Leics UK
LE10 1YF Tel: +44(0) 1455 233 747
Fax: +44(0) 1455 233 737
midlandbooks@compuserve.com 
www.classic-publications.com

● CREATIVE MODELS LTD  
(Mig Productions, Vallejo, Accurate Miniatures);
Unit 6-10, Honeysome Industrial 
Estate, Honeysome Road, Chatteris, 
Cambridgeshire PE16 6TG
Tel/Fax: 01354 760022
www.creativemodels.co.uk
info@creativemodels.co.uk

● CZECH SIX PUBLICATIONS
48 Station Road, Stoke D’Abernon, 
Cobham, Surrey, KT11 3BN UK

Tel: 01932 866426
www.czechsixpublications.com

● DRAGON MODELS  
(The Hobby Company in UK)
Dragon Models Ltd, Kong Nam Ind. 
Building B1-10F, 603-609 Castle Peak 
Road, Tsuen Wan NT, Hong Kong
Fax: (HK) 4110587 
www.dragonmodelsltd.com
(For 1:6 Action Figures, please contact 
Amerang in UK)

● ECHELON FINE DETAILS
Available from; wwwaccurate-armour.com 
& http://pachome1.pacific.net.
sg/~kriegsketten/

● EAGLE EDITIONS
Ltd PO Box 580 Hamilton MT 59840 
USA406 Tel: 363 5415, Fax: 406 375 
9270 eagle@eagle-editions.com
www.eagle-editions.com

● FANTASY PRINTSHOP
The Palms Oasis, New Portreath Road, 
Bridge, Cornwall, TR16 4QL

● FROME MODEL CENTRE
1/2 Catherine Street, Frome, Somerset, 
BA11 1DA, UK
+44 (0) 1373 465295
www.frome-model-centre.com
enquiries@frome-model-centre.com

● GRAND PRIX MODELS
4 Thorpe Close, Thorpe Way,
Banbury, OX16 4SW.
Tel: 01295 278070 Fax: 01295 278072 
www.grandprixmodels.com
email@grandprixmodels.com

● GREENHILL BOOKS
Park House, 1 Russell Gardens, London 
NW11 9NN, UK
Tel: 020 8458 6314 Fax: 020 8905 5245
www.greenhillbooks.com
L.Leventhal@greenhillbooks.com

● GUNZE SANGYO (MR HOBBY)
Albion Alloys in the UK

● HANNANTS
Harbour Road, Oulton Broad, Lowestoft, 
Suffolk, NR32 2LZ. 
Tel: 01502 517444 Fax: 01502 500521
www.hannants.co.uk 
sales@hannants.co.uk

● HIKOKI PUBLICATIONS LTD
Ashtree House, Station Road, Ottringham, 
East Yorkshire, HU12 OBJ, UK 

● HIROBOY (Zero Paints)
A1 Astwood Business Centre, Staverton 
Connection, Gloucester Road
Staverton, Cheltenham, GL51 0TF UK
Tel: 01684 252310 (UK office hours only)
www.hiroboy.com

● HISTOREX AGENTS
Wellington House, 157 Snargate Street, 
Dover, Kent, CT17 9BZ, UK
Tel: 01304 206720 Fax: 01304 204528
www.historex-agents.co.uk 
sales@historex-agents.co.uk

● HOBBYLINK JAPAN
Sano-shi, Kurohakama-cho 162-1
Tochigi 327-0813, Japan
www.hlj.com

● HUSSAR PRODUCTIONS, CANADA
www.airconnection.on.ca

● ITALERI (The Hobby Company in UK)
Via Pradazzo, 6, I-40012 Calderara Di 
Reno, Bologna, Italy, Tel: 051 726037
www.italeri.it

● IWATA AIRBRUSHES
The Airbrush Company
79 Marlborough Road (East)
Lancing Business Park
Lancing, West Sussex BN15 8UF
Tel: +44 (0)1903 767 800
www.airbrushes.com

● JADAR-MODEL
Zielna 8/103, 00-108 Warsaw, Poland
www.jadar.com.pl
hobby@jadarhobby.waw.pl

● MODELLING TOOLS
Uncle Jacks, Lavendon Road
Olney Bucks, MK46 4HH, UK
www.modellingtools.co.uk
Tel: (+44) 01234 711980

● MIG PRODUCTIONS
C/ Santiago Rusinol 7, Pral 2a, 08750 
Molins de Rei, Barcelona, Spain
www.migproductions.com
In UK; Creative Models

● MODEL DESIGN CONSTRUCTION
Unit 3 Hillstown Small Business Center, 
Mansfield Road, Bolsover, Derbyshire.
S44 6LE. Tel: +(44)1246 82 77 55
orders@modeldesignconstruction.com
www.modeldesignconstruction.com

● MODEL WHOLESALE UK LTD
Unit 3 Dean Close, Raunds, Northants 
NN9 6BD 
Tel: 01892 680009 
Fax: 01892 522526
info@modelwholesaleuk.com
www.modelwholesaleuk.com

● MODUNI VERSAND GMBH
Böttgerstr. 2-14,  
65439 Flörsheim, Germany
Tel: 06145 5456-0 Fax: 06145 5456-11
info@moduni.de www.moduni.de

● MONROE PERDU
Monroe Perdu Designs, 3168 Renee 
Court, Simi Valley, CA 93065, USA. 
www.monroeperdu.com

● PANZERWRECKS
PO Box 164, Heathfield, Sussex TN21 8WA, 
UK www.panzerwrecks.com

● PARAGRAFIX
104 County Street, Suite 101 
Attleboro MA 02703 USA
Tel: +1 508.431.9800 
M-F 9am to 4pm EST
http://www.paragrafix.biz
pgms@paragrafix.biz

● PEGASUS HOBBIES 
(Selected items via Pocketbond in UK)
5515 Moreno Blvd, Montclair, CA 91763 
USA www.pegasushobbies.com

● PLUS MODEL (Creative Models in UK)
Jizni 56, 370 10 C. Budejovice, Czech 
Republic. plusmodel@plusmodel.cz
www.plusmodel.cz

● POCKETBOND 
Bachmann Europe PLC
Moat Way, Barwell, Leics. LE9 8EY
Tel: 01455 841756
info@pocketbond.co.uk

● POL MODELS
64 Cumberland Road, Acton, London, 
W3 6EY UK. polmodels@aol.com

● PRO-ART MODELS
www.proartmodels.be

● QUICKBOOST
www.quickboost.net

● RZM PUBLISHING (Greenhill Books In UK)
PO Box 995, Southbury, CT 06488 USA  
Tel: (USA) 203 264 0774  
www.rzm.com

● SCHATTON BARRELS
Industriestrasse 6, 94347 Ascha, 
Germany, Fax: 09961 910 7826
www.modellbau-schatton.privat.t-online.de
email: modellbau.schatton@t-online.de

● SCHIFFER BOOKS
Schiffer Publishing, 4880 Lower  
Valley Rd, Atglen, PA, 19310 USA
www.schifferbooks.com

● SCHIFFER BOOKS in UK
Bushwood Books, No.6 Marksbury 

Avenue, Kew Gardens, Surrey TW9 4JF, 
UK. Tel: +44(0)20 8392 8585,  
+44(0)20 8392 9876, 
email: info@bushwodbooks.co.uk

● SCHUMO KITS
Axel’s-Modellbau-Shop
Axel und Bernd Schulze OHG 
Braustraße 2a 37170 Uslar, Germany
Tel: +49 (0) 5571 919 100
Fax: +49 (0) 5571 919 101
www.schumo-kits.com

● SQUADRON.COM 
Squadron Mail Order, 1115 Crowley Drive
Carrollton, TX 75006 - 1312. USA

● STUDIO 27 (Grand Prix Models in UK)
www.studio27.co.jp

● SCALE MOTORSPORT
No.3 Topside Lane, Newtown, 
Connecticut 06470-2023, USA
www.scalemotorsport.com
In UK; Grand Prix Models

● THE SMALL SHOP
PO Box 580, Kalama WA 98625, USA
Tel/fax; (360) 673-1255
info@thesmallshop.com
www.thesmallshop.com

● SYLMASTA
Halland House, Dale’s Yard, Lewes Rd, 
Scaynes Hill, West Sussex, RH17 7PG 
Tel: +44(0)1444 415027 
Fax: +44(0)1444 458606 
Emai: sylmasta@aol.com

● TAMIYA JAPAN
Tamiya, Inc., 3-7 Ondawara  
Suruga-ku, Shizuoka 422-8610 Japan 
www.tamiya.com

● TAMIYA UK;  
THE HOBBY COMPANY LIMITED
Garforth Place, Knowlhill, Milton Keynes, 
MK5 8PG, UK
Tel: 01908 605686 Fax: 01908 605666
enquiries@hobbyco.net
www.hobbyco.net

● TANK MODEL, RUSSIA
www.tank-model.ru
www.afvmodeller.com

● TANK WORKSHOP
345 Wynbrook Drive
McDonough, GA, 30253 USA 
Tel: (770) 573-1409 Fax: (770) 573-0479
www.tankworkshop.com

● TRUMPETER
www.trumpeter-china.com
Pocketbond in the UK

● TUNGSTEN DRILLS
Allan Sidney No.6, Park Gardens, 
Holbeach, Lincolnshire, PE12 7PJ
allansid@aol.com

● U-MODELS
1103, rue de Feucherolles
78630, Orgeval, France
www.u-models.com

● VALLEJO (Creative Models in UK)
Acrylicos Vallejo, SL Apartado 337 - 
08800 Vilanova i la Geltrú, Barcelona, 
Spain Tel: (34) 93 893 60 12
Fax: (34) 93 893 11 54
www.acrylicosvallejo.com

● WORLD WAR TWO BOOKS
Military History Books Ltd (Mail order 
address, callers by appointment)
2 Cysgod Y Bryn, Aberystwyth,
Ceredigion, SY23 4LR,United Kingdom
Tel: 01970 623778
sales@worldwartwobooks.com
www.worldwartwobooks.com

● WIDESPREAD SOLUTIONS
Unit 1 Levens Hall Park, Lund Lane, 
Killinghall, Harrogate, West Yorkshire HG3 
2BG, UK. Tel: +44(0)1423 522836 
Fax: +44(0)1423 525656
info@graphicair.co.uk
www.graphicair.co.uk
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NEXT ISSUENEXT ISSUE
The next issue of TMMI 

is April 2023 (No.330),  

on sale 16th March

...AND MUCH MORE, OF COURSE!
Due to the many factors that can influence the appearance (or non-appearance) 

of a model in TMMI, the items shown above are shown on a provisional basis. We 

endeavour to bring you these articles, but please be patient if they do not feature! 

Thank you for your understanding.

CONTACT INFO:

Tel: +44(0)1525 222 573 

Advertising enquiries: 

alan@doolittlemedia.com

The Granary, Doolittle Lane, Totternhoe,  

Bedfordshire, LU6 1QX, UK

www.tamiyamodelmagazine.com

Editorial email: editor@tamiyamodelmagazine.com

Other enquiries: enquiries@doolittlemedia.com

www.tamiyamodelmagazine.com

Please order Tamiya Model Magazine International for me and reserve/deliver a regular copy starting with issue:-

Name:  ..............................................................................................................................................................................................

Address:  ...........................................................................................................................................................................................  

............................................................................................................................................................................................................  

............................................................................................................................................................................................................  

............................................................................................................................................................................................................  

Telephone:  .......................................................................................................................................................................................  



TO MY NEWSAGENT...

© Doolittle Media 2022

Order online now at; www.tamiyamodelmagazine.com
ISSUE No.329 MARCH 2023 PUBLISHED ON FEBRUARY 16th 2023
Editor; Marcus Nicholls Publisher; Alan Harman Graphic Design; Alex Hall

TMMI Website; The Doolittle Media web team Advertising Manager; Alan Harman

Administration; Gordon Angus Public Relations Officer; Miss Anne Throppy

Distributed by; Seymour Distribution, 2 East Poultry Avenue, London, EC1A 9PT Tel; 020 7429 4000

Newstrade; Select Publisher Services, 3 East Avenue, Bournemouth, BH3 7BW Tel; 01202 586848 Email; tim@selectps.com

Tamiya Model Magazine is published on the third Thursday of each month by Doolittle Media Ltd. Editorial enquiries; editor@tamiyamodelmagazine.com 

All other enquiries to; enquiries@doolittlemedia.com Tamiya Model Magazine, The Granary, Doolittle Lane, Totternhoe, Bedfordshire, LU6 1QX, UK.  

Telephone; +44 (0)1525 222573 Back Issues; From £5.25 Inc. P&P. are available from the UK address below, or online at www.tamiyamodelmagazine.com 

Reproduction in part of any text, photograph, or illustration without written consent from the publisher is strictly prohibited. While due care is taken to ensure the contents of Tamiya 
Model Magazine is accurate, the publishers and printers can not accept responsibility for errors and omissions. Advertisements are accepted for publication in Tamiya Model Magazine 
only on Doolittle Media’s standard terms of acceptance of advertising, copies of which are available from the advertising department. Please write to the address below. All editorial, 
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The paper used 

on this title is from 

sustainable forestry

ETTORE'S MASTERPIECE 
Italeri's 1:12 Bugatti Type 35B built 
to perfection by Gennaro Zappa

BACK TO BAVARIA! 
After a three year break, TMMI returns to the 
Nuremberg Toy Fair for beer, sauerkraut and model kits! FERRARI ON TWO WHEELS...

Tamiya's 1:12 Ducati Superleggera V4 arrives...
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The Editor’s Page...
Bavaria is back

EDITOR'S CHOICE
COZMIC SCALE MODELS LASER-ETCHED LIGHT UP DISPLAY  www.cozmicscalemodels.com

It’s not a modelling product as such, 
but as a die-hard Blade Runner fan 
I just had to have this wonderful 
neon-style, laser-etched light up 
display from Cozmic Scale Models. It 
plugs into a USB socket and changes 
colour from red to green - what’s 
not to love! It now sits proudly 
above my modelling workbench. Also 
available with Star Trek, Star Wars 
and Superman emblems - £20 each.

NEWS FROM NUREMBERG!

Sponsored by 

www.craftknives.co.uk 

A
s this was being written, 
I was packing my bag 
for the 2023 Nuremberg 
Toy Fair which is back 

on after a three-year break. 
Here we can see some of 
Tamiya and Italeri’s new items 
- much more news next month! l

Photo of Tamiya items by David Joos.

Subscribe to Tamiya Model 
Magazine now:
www.doolittlemedia.com



Find us on facebook 
search Plastic Kit UK

Sign Up to our Newsletter 
on www.hobbyco.net




