
February 2023

ISSUE
328

£5.25 

FFRREEEE

INSIDE...

SHOCK OF
THE NEW

Construction of 

Tamiya’s new 1:48 

F-35A Lightning II 
begins!

Battle of the Bulge diorama 
featuring Tamiya's 1:35 
M8 Greyhound and Jeep

WINTER IN THE WINTER IN THE 

ARDENNESARDENNES

180 metres of 180 metres of 
masking tape!masking tape! www.doolittlemedia.com

The 82nd edition of Tamiya's 
PACHI photo contest

TAMIYA PACHI 82

Nunu 1:24 Audi R8 LMS GT3, Telford show report part two, a visit to 
the Airfix factory, plus new kits, books and modelling accessories…



Find us on facebook 
search Plastic Kit UK

Sign Up to our Newsletter 
on www.hobbyco.net



3TMMI 328 February 2023

Do you live outside the UK and want  
Tamiya Model Magazine delivered direct 
to your home, anywhere in the world?

Just email us at; enquiries@doolittlemedia.com 

Or call +44 (0)1525 222573 
Subscription rates for 1 year (12 issues) are: 

Within UK: £55, Europe: £69, Worldwide/USA: £84

4  NEWS DESK
 New kits and model product news

6  AIRFIX: BACK IN THE GOOD 
OLD UK!

 A visit to the Airfix factory!

8  GENERATION Z
 Tamiya’s new 1:24 Nissan Z, 

previewed

10  SCALE MODELWORLD 2022
 A look at some of the trade stands at 

Scale Modelworld 2022

38  LOCKHEED-MARTIN F-35A 
LIGHTNING II

 Reference images to fire the 
imagination

44  NEW RELEASES ACCESSORIES
 New and recently issued modelling 

accessories

48  NEW RELEASES KITS
 New model kits reviewed

50  HANDSOME ANSON!
 Airfix 1:48 AVRO Anson Mk.I, 

previewed

52  TAMIYA PACHI 82
 The 82nd edition of Tamiya’s PACHI 

photo0contest

60  BOOK REVIEWS
 New and recent books related to 

scale modelling

64  CONTACTS
 Where to buy the 

products used and 
reviewed in TMMI

66  THE EDITOR’S 

PAGE
 A new 1:32 Spitfire 

is on the way 

Contents

EDITOR Marcus Nicholls
editor@tamiyamodelmagazine.com

Issue 328 February 2023

HOW TO CONTACT US:
TELEPHONE: (UK) 01525 222573 

EDITORIAL EMAIL: editor@tamiyamodelmagazine.com

ALL OTHER ENQUIRIES: enquiries@doolittlemedia.com

ADDRESS: Tamiya Model Magazine International,  
The Granary, Doolittle Lane, Totternhoe, Bedfordshire, LU6 1QX, UK

Tamiya Model Magazine is published monthly by 
Doolittle Media Ltd. Reproduction in part or whole of any 
text, photograph or illustration without written permission 
from the publisher is strictly prohibited. While due care is 
taken to ensure the contents of Tamiya Model Magazine 
is accurate, the publishers and printers cannot accept 
liability for errors or omissions.

32 SHOCK OF THE NEW
Tamiya's new 1:48 F-35A 
Lightning II begins!

16 WINTER IN 
THE ARDENNES
A Battle of the 
Bulge diorama 
with Tamiya's 1:35 
Greyhound and Jeep

26 VORSPRUNG DURCH TECHNIK: IT'S A WRAP!
NuNu's 1:25 Audi R8 with new wheels and a top-quality decal wrap



Newsdesk
If you have news of forthcoming model, armour, aircraft or car events, changes of 
address or just interesting information to share, please write to:

TMMI Newsdesk, The Granary, Doolittle Lane, Totternhoe, Bedfordshire, 
LU6 1QX, UK Tel: +44(0)1525 222573 Email: editor@tamiyamodelmagazine.com

IN BRIEF...IN BRIEF...

TAMIYA

- 1:10 RC 1990 Mercedes-Benz C 11
- 1:10 RC TT-02R Chassis Kit
- 1:10 RC Avante (2011) Black Special 
- 1:10 RC Alfa Romeo 155 V6 TI Martini (TT-02)
- 1:10 RC Hotshot II Blockhead Motors
- 1:10 RC TT-02BR Chassis Kit
- 1:10 RC TT-02 Type-SRX Chassis Kit
hobbyco.net

AMK

- 1:48 Mi-17 Hip
hannants.co.uk

DJITI’S PRODUCTION

- 1:35 British Desert Soldier
- 1:35 IDF Soldier Playing Violin
- 1:35 J43 Wheel Set Type 1 (for AK)
- 1:35 FJ43 Wheel Set Type 2 (for AK)
djitiproduction.odoo.com

MAGIC FACTORY

- 1:35 Iron Dome missile defence system
fromemodelcentre.com

MINIART

- 1:35 Liefer Pritschenwagen Typ 170V farmer car
www.creativemodels.co.uk

RYE FIELD MODEL

- 1:35 JLTV (Joint Light Tactical Vehicle)
tigerhobbies.co.uk
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NEW FROM TAMIYA
Tamiya 1:12 Lotus Type 78
This classic kit from Tamiya's '1:12 Big Series' is making a limited 

comeback, complete with photo-etched upgrades. Grab one quick!

www.hobbyco.net

NEW FROM TAMIYA 
1:48 US Howitzer Motor Carriage M8
Tamiya's new US WW2 M8 Howitzer Motor Carriage in 1:48 is a superb little kit and here's the newest factory-photo of the completed 

model. Full-build feature next issue, TMMI 329 March 2023 - on sale February 16th.

www.hobbyco.net • Subscribe now at: www.doolittlemedia.com

DISCOVER SCALE MODELLING AT THE TANK MUSEUM!
South West Model Show, 11-12 February
Discover everything you need to know about scale modelling at the South West’s biggest model 

show, at The Tank Museum, 11-12 February 2023. Live workshops and demonstrations, as well as 

stalls selling the latest modelling kits and accessories, will be set against a backdrop of real tanks 

and armoured vehicles at the South West Model Show, 11-12 February. Visitors can look forward 

to a display of models from across the spectrum, including trains, planes, boats, science-fiction 

icons and, of course, tanks! For more information and to book your tickets: wwwtankmuseum.org/events/spring-model-show 
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COMING SOON FROM EDUARD
• 1:72 P-39Q for Arma Hobby
• 1:48 Yak-9D for Zvezda
• 1:48 Beaufort Mk.I bomb bay for ICM
• 1:48 Beaufort Mk.I landing flaps for ICM
• 1:48 Beaufort Mk.I for ICM
www.creativemodels.co.uk • www.eduard.com
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NEW FROM AIRFIX!
1:24 Spitfire Mk.IXc
Airfix's spectacular new Spitfire will form a major feature in TMMI soon! 

(and yes, it is 1:24, not 1:25 as we mistakenly stated last issue!)

www.airfix.com

AK INTERACTIVE
1:35 FJ43 Pickup 
with DShKm
An all-new kit, perfect for 'modern 

era' conflicts where technicals and 

their gun-trucks rule the roost.

www.ak-interactive.com

NEW FROM EDUARD!
New and re-launched 
aircraft in 1:48 and 1:72
1:48 - Bf109G-10 Mtt Regensburg ProfiPACK, 

Samurai Zero fighters Dual Combo, Fw190D-9 

ProfiPACK

1:72 - Spitfire Mk.IXc Weekend Edition, 

Bf109E-3 ProfiPACK

www.creativemodels.co.uk www.eduard.com

MENG A7V
1:48 AH-64D Apache Longbow
We announced Takom's new 1:48 Apache gunship last issue, 

and now here's Meng's announcement! They are two completely 

different kits and it'll be interesting to see how they differ.

www.creativemodels.co.uk

COMING SOON FROM REVELL
1:25 '71 Ford Mustang Boss 351
It's perhaps not the prettiest of Ford's Mustangs, but 

certainly one of the brawniest! Tons of muscle car charisma 

in this new release from Revell. www.revell.de
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AIRFIX: BACK IN 
THE GOOD OLD UK!
AIRFIX: BACK IN 
THE GOOD OLD UK!
The Editor pays The Editor pays 

a visit to the a visit to the 

British factory British factory 

where Airfix’s where Airfix’s 

newest 1:24 newest 1:24 

creation comes creation comes 

to life...to life...

D
id you hear that Airfix has 
released an all-new 1:24 kit 
of the Spitfire Mk.IXc? If 
you haven't, you must have 

been living on Mars for the last few 
months! This spectacular new model 
joins the iconic Spitfire Mk.Ia in 
their 1:24 range which, staggeringly, 
is now fifty-two years old! The 
Mk.IXc is many technological 
generations newer of course, created 
with digital design software and 
laser-scanners along with good old 
cameras, tape measures, sketches 
and notes.

One factor with the new Spitfire 
kit is that it's proudly moulded and 
boxed in the UK, specifically at 
'Plastech' in East Sussex and it was 
here that Airfix chose to present the 
model to the assembled magazine 
people, YouTubers, Vloggers, 
enthusiasts and TMMI, of course! 
We were given a tour of the facility 
and allowed to watch (and smell!) 
the hot plastic being injected into 
the steel moulds, all a rather heady 
experience and one that I found 
completely fascinating. We will be 
bringing you a detail build-up of this 
kit soon in TMMI, but for now, here 
are a few images from that day; one 
that I enjoyed immensely! l

My thanks to: Dale Luckhurst (Head of 
Brand, Airfix) Chris Parker-Joy (Senior 
Product Designer, Airfix), Luke Slaney-
Hewitt (Researcher, Airfix) and Mark 
Thompson (Head of UK Operations, 
Plastech), for such an engrossing day.

www.airfix.com
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THE GOOD OLD UK!THE GOOD OLD UK!
Supermarine Spitfire Mk.IXc flown by Squadron 
Leader "Johnny" Plagis, No.126 (Persian Gulf) 
Squadron, Royal Air Force Harrowbeer, Devon, 
England, July 1944

Supermarine Spitfire Mk.IXc GR 2/33 “Savoie”, 
Armee de L’Air, Luxeuil-Les-Bains, France, 
early 1945

Supermarine Spitfire Mk.IXc flown by Captain 
Garth Jared, Commanding Officer, 309th Fighter 
Squadron, 31st Fighter Group, United States Army 
Air Force, Italy, December 1943

Left, and above are the markings-options included with the kit: Spitfire Mk.IXc 
flown by Flight Lieutenant Ian Keltie, No.402 Squadron "City of Winnipeg", Royal 
Air Force Kenley, Surrey, England, March 1943. (Also, Spitfire Mk.IXc flown by 
Wing Commander James Edgar "Johnnie" Johnson, No.402 Squadron "City of 
Winnipeg", Royal Air Force Kenley, Surrey, England, Summer 1943, not pictured)

Close-up views of the Merlin engine and cockpit sub-assemblies, showing off that 
lovely detail, just begging to be painted and weathered...

One of Plastech's injection-moulding machines 
with Spitfire moulds bolted firmly in place. The 
machine operates at 380-tons of pressure!

A frame of 1:24 Spitfire Mk.IXc parts, freshly 
moulded. The smell of molten polystyrene was rather 
intoxicating!

Mark Thompson, Head of UK Operations, 
Plastech, shows us a frame of Spitfire parts, 
quite literally hot off the press

One of Plastech's technicians inspects 
the new frames for any imperfections, 
such as short-shots where the plastic 
didn't fully fill the mould. Airfix's quality 
control is extremely thorough

A wondrous sight for any modeller! A box of 
1:24 Spitfire Mk.IXc fuselage halves, ready 
for picking and packing

Even the boxes are printed and folded up in the UK
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ZZT
he Fairlady Z was 
announced for North 
America in August 
2021 and for Japan in 

January 2022: sadly there 
are no plans to import it 
officially to the UK though. 
This seventh generation 
car is, to quote Nissan, a 
“fusion of tradition and the 
latest technology”. By this, 
they mean it pays homage to 
previous models of Nissan's 
rocket-ship but employs 
twentieth-century tech to 
propel the car at improbable 
speeds whilst cornering 
like it's on rails. The Z's 
engine is a 405 horsepower, 
three-litre, twin-turbo V6, 
mounted longitudinally 
at the front with power 
transmitted to the rear 
wheels via a six-speed MT or 
nine-speed AT transmission. 
This powertrain offers a 
neck-straining 0-60mph 
time of 4.3 seconds which 
is up there with the latest 
supercars costing three and 
four times as much.

Z IN 1:24

Tamiya have also used some 
smart design to create the 
new 1:24 model, splitting 
hard-to-mask areas like 
exterior trim and the seats 
into individual, easy to 
paint parts that are brought 

together to create a very 
neat finish. In US parlance, 
it's a 'curbside' kit, ie: no full 
engine and sealed bonnet, 
although a gearbox plus a 
highly detailed suspension 
and exhausted system 
provide more than enough 
to satisfy the eye when 
the model is inverted. As 
well as a lefthand-drive 
moulding, a righthand-drive 
dashboard, pedal locations 
and windscreen wipers are 
also supplied, not for a UK 
car, but for Japan, who drive 
on the left too.

There's some really smart 
design on show here, all 
done to make the kit more 
pleasurable to build by 
eliminating much of the need 
for bodyshell masking, rather 
like the McLaren Senna. It's 
a stunning production and 
while you won't see many on 
UK roads, it's a cool addition 
to Nissan's line-up of street 
machines. l

Tamiya's new 1:24 Nissan Z continues the 'Fairlady' 
tradition, now in its seventh generation

GENERATION GENERATION 

Kit features:
- Separate lower parts of the transmission and front and rear 

suspension arms give the underside of the chassis a three-
dimensional look

- The outer panel of the body and roof is composed of separate 
parts

- The seats are each divided into four sections for ease of painting
- Comes with masking stickers for tinting transparent parts
- Tyres are made of solid synthetic rubber

Subscribe to Tamiya Model Magazine now at: www.doolittlemedia.com

Availability;
Tamiya models, accessories, 
paints and materials are 
widely available from good 
model shops and online. UK 
import and distribution by 
The Hobby Company Limited; 
www.hobbyco.net
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NewsdeskSpecial
SCALE MODELWORLD 2022 NOVEMBER 12TH/13TH 2022

SCALE 
MODELWORLD 
2022

SCALE 
MODELWORLD 
2022

TMMI’s Editor takes a quick look at TMMI’s Editor takes a quick look at 

some of the trade stands at Scale some of the trade stands at Scale 

Modelworld 2022, Telford, UKModelworld 2022, Telford, UK

T
his year it felt like the vendors were fewer in number than at 
previous shows and this was most likely to have been caused 
by post-pandemic conditions plus changes in the economic 
relationship the UK has with Europe. But making up for this 

were some terrific British companies showing their wares, Doolittle 
Media – publishers of Tamiya Model Magazine – included! l

Scale Modelworld 2023

November 11th and 12th, 2023
The International Centre
St Quentin Gate, Telford, Shropshire. TF3 4JH. UK
www.ipmsuk.org/ipms-scale-modelworld/

Tamiya Model Magazine, Model Military International, 

Model Airplane International and Military Illustrated 

Modeller are just a few of Doolittle Media’s magazines! 
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The Hobby Company – based in Buckinghamshire – are responsible for bringing Tamiya kits, paints and materials into the UK, along with a 
clutch of other top-notch model manufacturers. On their stand was exhibited the fabulous new 1:48 F-35A from Tamiya, TMMI's very own 
1:35 Comet tank and Italeri's magnificent new Bugatti Type 35D in 1:12. This is an all-new kit and it looks stunning; more news, plus a full-
build feature on it soon in TMMI. www.hobbyco.net

The Hobby CompanyThe Hobby Company
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AIRFIXAIRFIX

HK ModelsHK Models

Airfix proudly showed off their new 1:24 Spitfire Mk.IXc and quite rightly 
so, it's a magnificent, British-made model and it will form an in-depth 
feature in TMMI soon. The 1:48 AVRO Anson looked great too and I had 
a chance to catch up with one of Airfix's key designers, Paramjit Sembhi. 
www.airfix.com

HK Models came up with a blinder this year in the form of an all-new 1:32 kit of the 
Douglas A-20G Havoc WW2 US bomber and from a look at the test-shots, it looks 
amazing. Full build coming to TMMI ASAP!
www.hk-models.com
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COZMIC SCALE MODELSCOZMIC SCALE MODELS
Cozmic Scale Models from Bradford are new to TMMI and their stand was a real eye-
catcher, with stunning science-fiction kits and figures on display, along with their wonderful 
LED lighting sets. We reviewed their Blade Runner 'Deckard' and Gaff' Spinner Car figures 
last issue and you'll be seeing more from them in these pages over coming issues.
www.cozmicscalemodels.com







NewsdeskSpecial
SCALE MODELWORLD 2022 NOVEMBER 12TH/13TH 2022

14 February 2023 TMMI 328

KineticKinetic

Tiger HobbiesTiger Hobbies

KotareKotare
Kinetic launched their new UK 
distribution network and their 
two new 1:48 F-16 kits were 
on sale. We have both kits 
(naturally) and we’ll be bringing 
you a detailed look at the soon. 
www.kineticmodel.com

TMMI’s sponsor Tiger Hobbies was present as ever and they were doing a roaring trade with their stock 
of Gecko, AHHQ and many other brands. One item that did leap out at me was the X-Plus 1:8 kit of 
‘Maschinenmensch’ from the 1927 Fritz Lang film ‘Metropolis’ which was extremely cool.
www.tigerhobbies.co.uk

The Kōōtare (‘Ko-Tah-Re’) model company from New Zealand is lead 
by ex-Wingnut Wings chief Richard Alexander and I was delighted 
to learn that the name comes from the Māāori word for the New 
Zealand ‘sacred kingfisher’. Almost as wonderful is their forthcoming 
Spitfire Mk.Ia (mid-production) in 1:32 and as I’ve been saying 
throughout this piece, it will be ‘coming soon to TMMI’. 
www.kotare-models.com

My apologies to everyone who isn’t shown here, it was good 
to chat with you all. See you again next year!
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TAMIYA 1:35 US M8 LIGHT ARMORED CAR ‘GREYHOUND’ COMBAT PATROL SET l KIT NO.25196
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ARDENNES COWBOYS: 

THE THIRD ARMOURED DIVISION 
IN THE ARDENNES 1944

Ugo Giberti and 
Costantino Sanna 
team up to create an 
atmospheric Battle 
of the Bulge diorama 
featuring Tamiya's 1:35 M8 
Greyhound and Jeep kits
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T
he diorama started with two 
photos found on a Facebook 
page dedicated to veterans and 
episodes of the Battle of the 

Ardennes. The first – very rare – 
portrays a snowplough Jeep on the 
road that leads from Bastogne to 
Cobreville, which is about seventeen 
kilometres away. The second portrays 
a GI holding a calf on a farm in 
Harlage, Luxembourg, both taken 
in January 1945. Around these two 
images, as if we had a wide-angle lens, 
we designed a more articulated scene, 
ie; an American unit with a Jeep and 
Greyhound armoured car that ventures 
along the secondary roads towards 
Cobreville and comes across a farm, 
where the American soldiers fraternise 
with the farmer, indulging in gestures 
of friendship and confidence. At this 
point it was a question of giving a 
more precise location to this frame; we 
therefore assumed that the scouting 
unit belonged to the 3rd American 
Armored Division which, with others, 
operated precisely in that sector of the 
Western Front and participated in the 
bloody clashes of this epic battle also 
known as 'Hitler's last stand' or the 
operation 'Watch am Rhein' (Watch On 
The Rhein).

The Ardennes offensive was very 
ambitious plan of Adolf Hitler, who 
even hoped for a major Allied defeat 
and a repetition of the Anglo-French 
defeat at Dunkirk. Despite the 
great Allied superiority in men and 
equipment (the German army still 
fielded 164 divisions on the eastern 
front and only seventy-four divisions 
on the west), during the first week 
the German forces achieved some 
significant victories and managed to 
break through deep into Allied lines.

Totally surprised, the Allied 
commanders and the troops in the 
field, susceptible to an excessive 
feeling of superiority and security, 
initially showed signs of failure and 
disbandment, leading to fears of a 
strategic disaster. The battle ended, 
after a month of clashes, with the final 
victory of the Allies and the failure of 
the German offensive, but the heavy 
losses suffered in the Ardennes, above 
all by the US army, forced a revision 
of the deployments and plans, slowed 
down the attack on the heart of 
Germany and also provoked a crisis 
in the supreme command between 
Marshal Bernard Law Montgomery 
and the US generals.

Indirectly, however, due to the use by 
the Germans of considerable reserves 
of men and armoured vehicles, this 
battle also facilitated the success of 
the overwhelming mass offensive of 
the Red Army on the Eastern Front 
which began on January 12th, 1945. 
The 3rd Armored Division fought in 
the far north of the deepest German 
penetration during the Battle of the 
Bulge. The division fought its way U 
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south in an attack designed to help 
sweep away so-called the 'Bulge' and 
bring the First Army into line with 
General George S. Patton's Third 
Army, which was fighting north 
towards Houffalize. The division cut 
off the road leading to St Vith and 
then reached Lierneux, Belgium, 
where it stopped to rest and regroup. 
After a month, the division resumed 
its offensive to the east and on 26th 
February it returned to Germany. 
Over the following weeks, the division 
crossed the Ruhr River and captured 
several cities, crossed the Erft and 
finally crossed the Rhine River to 
capture Cologne on 7 March. The 
division's last major combat of the war 
was the Battle of Dessau, which the 
division captured on 23rd April 1945 
after three days of fighting.

THE IDEA

It was therefore a question of creating 
a scenario that held this idea together 
in a coherent and convincing way: 
we therefore thought of a farm as 
a backdrop, located on a secondary 
country road, a downhill terrain, with 
melting snow and muddy ground. A 
trough for the cattle and spaces that 
could accommodate the American 
infantrymen and the two vehicles – the 
snowplough jeep and the Greyhound 
– would be needed, but above all that 
would also allow the figurine with 
the calf in his arms, the other central 
subject for our story.

After having collected dozens of 
photos of the Battle of the Ardennes 
in order to accurately reproduce the 
terrain, vehicles and figures, we 
focused our attention on the building 
to be reproduced. At first we were 
oriented towards the portion of the 
house produced by Scale75 with three 
American soldiers, then thanks to the 
collaboration of Gianni Sorrentino, 
using that idea, he reproduced a much 
more characterful house with an 
abundance of detail. This helped to add 
originality and completeness, since the 
house is the 'backdrop" necessary to 

give substance to the imagined scene, 
indeed becoming an active part of it 
and not just a 'side dish'.

THE WINTERY SCENERY

The farm, reproduced down to 
the smallest detail, was painted 
with acrylics and, with selective 
colour-washes, the damp-look was 
reproduced to differentiate the shades 
of the walls and the cracks with 
different greys, beiges and ochres. The 
gutter is a suitably cut and painted 
plastic tube. Also in this case we made 
use of specific products, including 
'Slimy Grime Dark' of Vallejo (73822) 
to reproduce the rotten green due to 
damp at the base of the construction. 
It was with some regret that I had to 
cover a large part of the roof with AK's 
'Snow Effect' paste (pics 1, 2). We were 
missing something, and hence the idea 
of placing a simple trough next to the 
two subjects, again after reviewing 
several reference photos (pics 3, 4).

THE TERRAIN: BETWEEN MUD AND SNOW 

After having created the sloping 
groundwork with shaped polystyrene 
and having made several dry tests 
for where and how to place vehicles 
and figures, everything was covered 
with the AK Interactive 'Wet Ground' 
(AK8016) mixed with real soil and 
various synthetic herbs of various 
colours (pics 5, 6, 7). Obviously this 
procedure was not applied to the 
two small roads travelled on by the 
vehicles which are extremely muddy, 
full of puddles and devoid of vegetation 
(pics 8, 9, 10). It was then necessary to 
establish the position of the American 
infantryman with the calf in his 
arms and whether to make him 
relate to another character: we 
therefore thought of this young 
soldier – a cowboy in times of peace 
– helping the farmer and, in a 
gesture of calm consideration, take 
the calf in his arms with affection 
and nostalgia.

At this point the difficult work of 
reproducing the melting snow on 

the ground and on the buildings 
began; a slightly powdery snow, often 
semi-frozen and semi-melted, soaked 
in mud and certainly not as white 
as if it had just fallen. After various 
experiments always using the AK 
Interactive products 'Snow Terrains', 
'Ice Sprinkles' 'Snow Microballons' 
and 'Snow Sprinkles', we made it with 
different mixes based on the effect to 
be obtained: more compact and 'fluffy' 
on the tree and on the roof of the 

V 

1 2

3

4
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house, less compact, dirty and melting 
on the ground. This latter effect was 
obtained by increasing the amount of 
snow sprinkles combined with acrylic 
colours such as browns and greens to 
dirty-up the snow, AK 'Puddles Liquid' 
and Vallejo's 'Water Texture' which 
were also used extensively to reproduce 
puddles and fresh mud in combination 
with the specific product always AK 
'Stirred Earth' splatter effect. It was 
time-consuming work that required 
patience and above all the ability to 
deal with images of real landscapes, 
achieving the result with multiple 
interventions, refining and improving 
the desired effect. Also because these 
products, of fundamental help, are 
not magical: you always need to know 
how to mix and use them, trying and 
experimenting with their qualities. The 
tree is produced by the Polish company 
Drzewa Modelarstwo specialized in the 
reproduction of trees and vegetation 
in different scales. https://drzewamod-
elarstwo.pl 

THE WILLYS JEEP WITH SNOWPLOUGH

As already noted, despite our research, 
the only photo of this model of Jeep 
with an operational bulldozer is the 
one relating to its presence near 
the village of Cobreville in January 
1945 when the bloodiest phase of the 
German assault had run out. The 
model we made is the one produced 
by Tamiya (35219) and we added the 
Voyager Model set (PEA185) for the 
construction of the dozer-blade (pics 11, 
12, 13, 14). When you decide to undertake 
a superdetail job it is good to study the 
instruction sheets of the various kits 
that you want to use in depth, to plan U 

5 6 7

8
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11 12 13
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the various stages of assembly. Even 
if the model, as in this case, is small, 
it is good to decide immediately which 
and where the thicker plastic parts 
will be replaced, with the much finer 
photo-etched ones (pic 15).

The mount for the Browning M1919 
was home-made using photo-etched 
scraps and rod of various sizes 
referring to photos found on the net 
(pic 16). We then enhanced the Jeep 
with additional stowage from dedicated 
set plus items from the infamous 
spares-box such as Historex, Dragons, 
Verlinden Productions and others. Both 
this vehicle and the Greyhound are 
equipped with bottles and crates from 
MiniArt's set 'Wine bottles & Wooden 
crates' (35571) plus reproductions of 
American magazines and maps by ETA 
Diorama Accessories, a Greek firm 
that reproduces on paper a remarkable 
number of accessories to enrich the 
authenticity of our models. www.
facebook.com/yannis.v.papadopoulos.9 
(pics 17, 18, 19, 20). 

V 
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MINI REVIEW...

RED FOX STUDIOS 1:48 MESSERSCHMITT ME262A-1 & A2 INSTRUMENT 
PANELS (RFSQS-48065) www.migjimenez.com

Tamiya’s 1:48 Me262A-1 is twenty years old now and this new 
cockpit detail set from Red Fox (distributed exclusively by AMMO) 
gives it a spruce-up. The pack provides three-dimensional instrument 
panel and side consoles, all 
pre-coloured and ready for 
installation (application?) to 
the kit panels which need their 
raised detail sanding off first. 
Colour-washes can be applied 
to help unify them with the 
rest of the cockpit.
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THE M8 GREYHOUND

Tamiya's 1:35 US M8 Light Armored 
Car 'Greyhound' Combat Patrol Set 
(25196) was used here and for the 
up-detailing we used two sets from 
Royal Model, one for the various 
photo-etched details of the vehicle 
and the other for the wheels with 
snow-chains. The latter are in resin 
as well as various details found in the 
first set, such as backpacks, bags that 
we will use later to make the vehicle 
look more operational (pics 21, 22, 23, 24). 
Taking inspiration from various images 
of this vehicle during the battle of the 
Ardennes, we eliminated parts of the 
fender and piled up boxes, supplies 
and tools to the engine hood that the 
crew brought along (pic 25). Since our 
diorama is set on terrain covered with 
thawing snow, giving way to mud and 
patches of dirty and disintegrated 
slush, our vehicles do not have a 
heavy white field camouflage, but the 
remnants of this effect, deteriorated by 
time, weather and combat.

For the painting of the vehicles, 
the same technique was used for 
both, with the only difference that 
for the Greyhound the white-wash U 
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camouflage was reproduced using 
'Worn Effects' by AK Interactive. 
After cleaning the models with soap 
and water – and once dry – I sprayed 
Vallejo black primer with an airbrush. 
Olive drab, the base colour for the two 
machines, was differentiated using 
two different mixes: these were then 
lightened to reproduce highlights on 
the panels, again using the airbrush 
with and highly diluted paint. Using 
earth-coloured oil paints I tried to 

emphasise the shaded areas.
These are the basic techniques, then 

you go 'by feel', adding highlights and 
shadows with various oil colours and 
acrylic filters such as rust, oil drip, dust 
and mud, repeating these steps several 
times and emphasising other effects, 
until the imagined look is arrived at. 
At the end of this whole process, a soft 
pencil or graphite powder was used to 
simulate areas subject to most wear 
and tear (pics 26 to 30). 

THE FIGURINES

The figures that make up the diorama 
are from Alpine Miniatures and Scale75 
for the GIs plus the farmer with shovel, 
who is from Model Victoria. They were 
painted in acrylic using the excellent 
'War Front' sets by Scale Color, which 
have the advantage of being slightly 
transparent, therefore, of being able 
to vary the intensity of the colour 
before applying lights and shadows. 
Furthermore, their consistency makes 

V 
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them similar to oil paints and they can 
be worked to produce halftones, without 
drying too quickly. You have to get used 
to this fluidity, but once you get the 
hang of it, their application together 
with their opacity allows you to create 
excellent shades. 

Let's focus on the soldier holding the 
calf in his arms: the figures is 'Private 
First Class' by Scale75 and was 
modified by Bruno Carruolo, a skilled 

figure sculptor, who created the calf 
from scratch and adapted the soldier's 
posture to hold it. The result of this 
was an original piece which exactly 
reproduces the GI immortalised in the 
photo, in our opinion of considerable 
impact and which inspired the title of 
our diorama. The paints to reproduce 
his heavy coat are: Vallejo Flat Earth 
(70983), German Camouflage (70826), 
Marron Mat (70984) and US Dark 

Brown (SW51) from Scale Color (pics 31 
to 43). The black lacquered wooden base 
was produced by my friend Alessandro 
Schirone, the plates are computer 
printed and covered with transparent 
Kristal tape. The adhesives used are 
from the Cyano range of Colle 21: Slow 
Dry, Black and Universal. A special 
thanks goes to my friend and talented 
model maker Gennaro Zappa for the 
photo-shoot. l
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T E C H S P E C . . .

Kit materials:

Injection-moulded polystyrene, waterslide decals

Paints used:

- Vallejo Acrylics: Flat Earth (70983), German Camouflage 

(70826), Marron Mat (70984) Water Texture, Slimy Grime Dark

- Scale Color: US Dark Brown (SW51), US Airborne 1943-44 

(SSE-040), US Army 1942-44 (SSE-036), US Army Winter 

Coat (SSE-066), US Army 1944-45 (SSE-037)

- AK Interactive: Wet Ground, Snow Terrain, Ice Sprinkles, Snow 

Microballons, Snow Sprinkles, Puddles Liquid, Worn Effects

Accessories used:

- Royal Model: US M8 Greyhound (197), Chained Wheels 

M8/M20 (677)

- Voyager Model: US Jeep Willys MB snowplough w/tyre 

chains (PEA185)

- Alpine Miniatures: WW2 US Jeep Crew Set (35262), WW2 

US Infantry (35185)

- Scale75: PFC figure from US Soldiers at Winter (SW35-046), 

Master Sergeant (SW35-028), Technical Corporal (SW35-029)

- MiniArt: Wine bottles & Wooden crates (35571)

- Model Victoria: Man With Shovel (4053)

- Drzewa Modelarstwo: trees and vegetation

Availability;

- Tamiya models, accessories, paints and materials are widely 

available from good model shops and online. UK import and 

distribution by The Hobby Company Limited; www.hobbyco.net

- AK Interactive: www.ak-interactive.com

- Alpine Miniatures: www.alpineminiatures.com

- Drzewa Modelarstwo: www.drzewamodelarstwo.pl

- MiniArt, Vallejo Acrylics: www.creativemodels.co.uk

- Model Victoria: www.royalmodel.eu

- Royal Model: www.royalmodel.eu

- Scale75, Scale Color: www.scale75.com

- Voyager Model: www.voyagermodel.com
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NUNU 1:24 AUDI R8 LMS GT3 MACAU FIA GT WORLD CUP CHAMPIONSHIP 2015 l KIT NO.PN24028

Lesley Eyckerman tweaks NuNu's 1:24 
Audi R8 with some new wheels, top-quality 
decals and a heap of upgrade parts!

VORSPRUNG DURCH TECHNIK: 

IT'S A WRAP!

H
i guys, here I am 
with another build. 
This time one of my 
favourite subjects in 

modelling and in real life; 
race cars, specifically GT3s. 
which are the ones I most 
look forward to building. 
As a huge fan of racing it’s 
a must for me to go to the 
24 Hours Of Spa, as I love 
endurance racing and Spa 
is the perfect spot for it. 

This time I'm using 
the NuNu 2015 Audi R8 
LMS GT3 Macau FIA 
GT kit to create the 2016 
Sepang Cup winner. The 
European importer was 
kind enough to sponsor 
me by supplying the kit, 
plus some others that will 
remain under wraps for 
now, because they will all 
appear in future issues of 
Tamiya Model Magazine 

International. Also, SK 
Decals was kind enough 
to provide me with the 
replacement markings and 
carbon fibre decal sheets 
patterns A and B. KMP 
provided me the correct 
wheels for this kit, because 
the kit's rear wheels are 
too large as standard. 
Paints and clear-coats were 
supplied by Number 5.  
So, let’s get started!

1

U 
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS:  

KIT AND ACCESSORIES

When I opened the box I 
noticed that all parts looked 
very sharp and well detailed. 
Following a closer inspection, 
I was very impressed and 
excited by this kit. The 
aftermarket wheels from 
KMP are a real gem, because 
of the high quality of the 
3D-print, with no clean up 
needed. The set also includes 
brake discs, callipers, 
wheel-nuts and steering 
wheel. The replacement 
decals from SK Decals are 
a real challenge. It’s a full 
body wrap and I had never 
done that before, but I was 
confident. The upgrade set 
from NuNu itself has a lot of 
detailed PE parts and three 
carbon fibre sheets, but I 
aimed to add a lot more using 
the ones from SK Decals.

CLEAN-UP AND TEST-FIT

Like always, I trimmed all 
parts from their sprues and 
cleaned them up, giving 
them a good wash and letting 
them air dry in a large clear 
container. Next up I mounted 
the parts on alligator clamps 
and separated them into 
groups for different shades 
of primer because some of 
them need grey and white 
undercoats. 

I looked at the PE parts 
that I was planning to use 
to bring more detail to the 
model and my friend from 
F1Stone printed some 3D 
parts for the interior, because 
I felt it was a bit naked 
without them. I also started 
to make my own templates 
for carbon-fibre decalling, 
mostly for the interior and 
engine bay.

PRIMER AND BASE-COATS

I painted the parts with 
Alclad Grey and White 
primer/micro-filler where 
appropriate and left them to 
dry overnight. I divided them 
again for different finishes 
of black (gloss, semi-gloss 
and matt) plus Tamiya TS-8 
and Zero Paints Audi Nardo 
Grey for the roll cage. After 
a night of curing, I painted 
the parts with different 
shades of Zero Metal colour 
such as Chrome, Aluminium, 
Steel, Titanium Silver and 
Titanium Gold. 

ENGINE BAY

The engine bay is 
moulded-in so I had to figure 
out which colour I would 

paint first. Zero Paints 
Bright Red was the first 
choice for the valve covers 
(pic 1) and I then masked 
them off and applied Zero 
Paints Audi Nardo Grey 
(pic 2). I masked-up again 
and painted everything 
Semi-Gloss Black from Zero 

Paints. Masked yet again 
and painted the engine block 
and cover in Zero Metal 
Aluminium. Finally, the last 
masking operation was the 
engine block to painted the 
headers in titanium gold, 
according to the instructions 
(pic 3). I hand-painted 

some parts in Vallejo Matt 
Black and started to apply 
carbon-fibre decals on the 
sides of the engine bay, 
cover and intake manifold 
(pic 4). I gave it all a fine 
coat of two-part clear and 
left it to harden for a few 
days (pic 5)

6
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INTERIOR AND CHASSIS

After priming and painting, 
I applied the home-made 
carbon-fibre templates to the 
interior, including the door 
cards. The carbon templates 
for the doors are included in 
the upgrade set from the kit. 
I also started on the floor, 
because it was necessary to 
complete everything so the 
wheels fit properly. After 
this was done, I started 
detailing the interior, 
starting with the seat first 
which lacked a bit of detail. 
So I applied some small 
strips of 'Leukosilk' tape 
(medical tape) and gave it a 
brush-coat of Tamiya Craft 
Bond thinned with water to 
hold the tape strips in place. 
I then gave it a few coats 
of Motip undercoat for cars 
– the same as Tenco Proto 
scale fabric – to give it more 
detailed look (pic 6).

I made the seatbelts 
using the PE parts from the 
upgrade set and 3mm black 
satin ribbon (pic 7). I didn’t 
glue them together with 
glue, but with double sided 
smartphone tape that I have 
been testing for over a year 
now. Works great and no 
glue marking and no waiting 

this time. I then started with 
pre-assembly of the wiring to 
the electronics boxes using 
some mish-mash parts from 
Knupfer.info (pic 8).

CABIN DETAILING

These are parts from mostly 
watches and work perfectly 
for modelling and great 
for making connectors. I 
also used them for the fire 

extinguisher system in the 
car (pic 9) and it worked 
out perfectly. I made all the 
connections with 1.6mm 
shrink tube, so I could fill 
it up with one, two or even 
three 0.5mm wires I use. 
Used some 0.4mm wires from 
MFH for the fuse-box and 
some braided lines from Top 
Studio (pic 10). Connected 
it all and must say it look 

pretty good. I glued the seat, 
dashboard (pic 11) and 
rollcage in place and called 
the interior done (pics 12, 
13, 14). The suspension 
and brake hubs were glued 
in place and I then fitted 
the rotors and brake discs. I 
didn’t glue it all together yet, 
because I might have to do 
some modifications for the 
ride height...

12 13
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WHEEL ARCH ISSUES

I placed the body onto the 
chassis and noticed the 
rear wheels (KMP) did not 
fit correctly in the wheel 
arches; they were rubbing 
against the front edge of the 
wheel arch (pic 15). After 
some careful measuring 
I figured that the front of 
the rear wheel arch had to 
be opened up by 2mm, so I 
drew this onto the body and 
started to cut away some 
excess material (pic 16).

It was given a quick 
sanding and after dry-fitting 
again, it looked a lot better. 
I glued in a 0.5mm plastic 
strip to fine tune it and 
placed some two-part epoxy 
putty to even it out. It was 

sanded back and dry-fitted 
again. It had improved but 
I still wasn’t happy how the 
arches looked, so I made 
a tool using a large bolt 
wrapped with doubled sided 
tape, stuck on some 600-grit 
sandpaper, mounted it in my 
power-drill and started to 
sand the arches bit by bit to 
make them perfectly round 
(pic 17). This worked out 
great; I made a quick test fit 
again and the wheels-to-arch 
fit looked a whole lot better. 
I could finally paint the 
wheels and the body. 

THE BODY AND WHEELS

The body and wheels were 
primed with Tamiya Grey 
Primer, thinned 50/50 with 

Tamiya Lacquer Thinner. 
After a quick sanding of 
the body I painted it with 
Number 5 White. I then 
masked off the white at 
the rear and applied a few 
coats of Number 5 Black 
(pic 18). I could then paint 
the primed wheels, discs, 
rotors and callipers with 
Zero Paints Gloss Black. 
The tyres were painted with 
Tyre Black from Zero and I 
gave it an extra thin coat of 
two-part clear from Number 
5 and left it to dry for a 
week, because it was time 
for a long-awaited vacation! 
(pics 19, 20).

The day I came back I 
painted the callipers, discs 
and rotors their metal 

colours from Zero Paints 
and started applying the 
SK decals to the body. I 
had never done a full-wrap 
before so this was a new 
challenge for me. I started 
with the bonnet and worked 
my way up to the wings. 
From here I went over the 
doors and the roof, then the 
quarter panels to the rear of 
the car (pics 21, 22, 23).

Again I was very impressed 
with the quality of the 
markings from SK Decals. 
They were really thin and 
laid down with some Daco 
Strong setting solution, plus 
some heat from a hairdryer 
to conform around edges, 
wheel arches and convex 
shapes. Most of them were 
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T E C H S P E C . . .

NUNU 1:24 AUDI R8 LMS GT3 2015 SPA 24 HOURS KIT NO.PN24004

Materials:

Injection-moulded polystyrene, synthetic rubber tyres, waterslide decals

Paints used:

- Tamiya Spray: TS8 Italian Red, Surface Primer Grey

- Tamiya Acrylics: X-18 Semi-Gloss Black, X-27 Clear Red

- Number 5: White And Black, 2k Gloss Clear

- Zero Paints:  Gloss Black, Audi Nardo Grey

- Zero Metal: Aluminium, Chrome, Steel, Titanium Silver, Titanium Gold

- Alclad II: Grey, White Primer Micro-Filler

- Vallejo Acrylics: Black, Yellow, Magenta

Accessories used:

- SK Decals: Audi R8 LMS Cup Sepang 2016 Phoenix Racing Asia #48 (SK-24135)

- NuNu: Audi R8 LMS 2015 GT3 24 hours Detail Up Parts (24004)

- KMP: Audi R8 GT3 LMS Rims and tyres set (KMP-TK24144)

Availability:

- NuNu kit supplied by: Ivan Basas Grife 

- KMP, SK Decals, Number 5 paints: www.spotmodel.com

- NuNu, Zero Paints, Alclad II: www.hiroboy.com

- Tamiya paints and materials are widely available from good model shops and online.  

UK import and distribution by The Hobby Company Limited; www.hobbyco.net

placed without any heat or 
decal setting solution, because 
it wasn’t needed. They are 
best decals I have ever used. 
After a few days of curing I 
dry-fitted the windows then 
and masked them off and cut 
out the templates. I painted 
the trim with Tamiya X-18 
Semi-Gloss Black and left it 
to dry overnight. A few coats 
of Tamiya X-27 Clear Red 

were applied over 
the tail-lights and 
I could then begin 
final assembly.

FINAL THOUGHTS

After it was done, 
I was kind of glad 
it was finished. 
Not in a bad 
way, because the 
kit was really 
pleasant to build 

and I didn’t have any issues. 
The decals for the body and 
especially the carbon fibre 
took a lot of time and that’s 
why it took so long to finish 
this build. I'm glad I built 
it and would build it again 
with the Evo that is coming 
out. I had a great time with 
the challenge of the full decal 
wrap; I'm definitely I'm going 
to do that again! I want to 

offer a special thank you to 
the European distributor 
for providing the kit and 
upgrade set, KMP for the 

wheels set, SK Decals for the 
markings and Number 5 for 
the paints. l
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THE THE SHOCKSHOCK
OF THE NEW:OF THE NEW:

   PART 1   PART 1
Marcus Nicholls 

starts construction on 
Tamiya's 1:48 Lockheed 
F-35A Lightning II

THE SHOCK
OF THE NEW:

   PART 1

A
s with all too many of my 
model projects for TMMI, 
I had planned to have 
more of this kit ready 

for this issue, but as always, 
time got the better of me and I 
only got as far as the cockpit, 
ejector seat and the beginnings 
of the weapons bay. So far the 
model has been very enjoyable 
and even though the cockpit is 
very monotone, it has still been 
interesting applying different 
finishes to achieve various 
effects. I will push ahead 
with the build bring you the 
concluding part very soon! l

Subscribe to Tamiya Model 
Magazine quickly and easily here: 
www.doolittlemedia.com

Tamiya factory photos
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The main parts for the cockpit are seen 
here, cleaned up and ready for paint

The rear cockpit bulkhead 
has been temporarily fitted; 

it's easier to paint while 
separate from the main tub

These are the parts for the ejector 
seat, with the two halves of the seat 
bucket already cemented together. 
The frame, pads and gas bottle were 
painted individually

The pilot, as with the ejector seat, is one of 
the last items to be fitted to the model, but 
he was built up early on to check for fit

The F-35A's instrument panel is 
simply a horizontal screen and 
from a modelling point of view, 
rather plain. Tamiya provides 
a choice of decals here, one 
blank and one 'activated' with 
readouts on show

Some areas in the 
cockpit tub must be 
painted black, so 
once the XF-54 Dark 
Sea Grey had been 
applied, extensive 
masking was 
required
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Here we see the cockpit 
and ejector seat in their 
raw 'colours' (grey and 
black) awaiting further 
treatment

The kit comes with some decals 
for the side consoles which do 
bring some tiny dots of colour into 
this monotone zone. Here, they 
have just been applied and are still 
setting into the raised detail

In this view, the throttle and control column, both side-stick types, 
have been fitted. Some additional data placards have also been 
applied (www.anyz.de) to jazz up the tub a little

There will be, no 
doubt, more detailed 
ejector seats offered 
by the aftermarket 
manufacturers in time, 
but the standard seat 
included with the kit is 
more than adequate

With some precise 
painting, the moulded 
detail on the seat's 
components looks 
pretty good

The pilot figure comes 
with the seat harnesses 
moulded-in, so none were 
fitted to the seat. Strips of 
carbon-fibre-effect decal 
(www.scalemotorsport.
com) were applied to 
the edges of the seat's 
back-pad

Decals are 
provided for the 
upright frame's 
edges on both 

sides, adding a 
little colour

The seat in place 
within the cockpit 

tub. It's quite a tight 
fit, so keep the paint 

layers thin! 
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Tamiya have done a remarkable job with the F-35A's main 
undercarriage/weapons bay, moulding it with masses of fine 
detail and not an ejector-pin mark in sight. To protect the 
cementing-points, White-Tack was applied in key points, 
pressing it into the smaller ares with a cocktail stick

The holes for the GBU-13 JDAMs were 'masked off' with tips of cocktail 
sticks, seen in the bottom right of the image

The peripheral parts such as structural elements, pipes and fittings were 
mounted individually on skewers so they could each be painted with accuracy

“Tamiya have done a remarkable 
job with the F-35A’s main 

undercarriage/weapons bay...
”

MINI REVIEW...

EDUARD 1:350 OS2U-3 KINGFISHER (653009)
www.creativemodels.co.uk www.eduard.com

This pair of tiny US Navy Kingfisher observation float-planes is, of course, intended for use on 
model ships but they are so beautifully detailed they would make fun projects in their own right. 
They are formed by the 3D-printing process and are supplemented by a small fret of PE brass 
which provides the propellers, aerials, pitots and cradle for the main float. Stunning little kits!
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To be continued...To be continued...To be continued...

After an undercoat of 
flat black, the two small 
panels indicated in the 
instructions were sprayed 
X-11 Chrome Silver

The X-11 panels were masked 
off and application of the LP-4 
Flat White – not coffee but paint 
– could then begin 

The LP-4 Flat White was thinned heavily with Tamiya 
Lacquer Thinner Retarder Type (70/30 thinners to paint) 
and applied in light layers

Airbrushing in light layers allows a gradual paint build-up, 
creating a smooth surface and letting some of the black 
undercoat to show through, giving depth to the white. The 
Iwata Custom Micron Takuma was used exclusively here

T E C H S P E C . . .

-  Wingspan: 222mm

-  Fuselage length: 326mm

-  Realistically depicted Radar Absorbent 

Material (RAM) panels

-  Weapons bay inside details including 

depictions of wiring

-  Engine nozzle, cockpit, and landing gear 

bays

-  Martin-Baker US16E ejection seat (multi-

ple-piece design)

-  Ladder which extends from nose left side

-  Nose undersurface side details

-  Y-shaped air intakes

-  Engine nozzle (five-part design)

-  RCS (Radar Cross Section) enhancers 

affixed to top and bottom sections (two for 

each, four in total) during basic training 

exercises

-  Choose from open or closed weapons 

bay covers and canopy (the latter is 

interchangeable), up or down flaps, and 

extended or retracted boarding ladder

Markings are included for the following 

air forces:

-  US Air Force

-  Japan Air Self-Defence Force

-  Royal Norwegian Air Force

-  Royal Danish Air Force

-  Royal Australian Air Force

-  Israeli Air Force

-  Italian Air Force

-  Republic of Korea Air Force

-  Royal Netherlands Air Force

Availability;

Tamiya models, accessories, paints and 

materials are widely available from good 

model shops and online. UK import and 

distribution by The Hobby Company Limited; 

www.hobbyco.net
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Photographs;
Marcus Nicholls
Various sources, public domain

 LOCKHEED-MARTIN 
 LOCKHEED-MARTIN 

F-35A LIGHTNING II
F-35A LIGHTNING II
F-35A LIGHTNING II

Tamiya's all-new 1:48 kit of the extraordinary F-35A 

Lightning II 'Joint Strike Fighter' is now on sale, so 

here are some images to fire the imagination! 
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An F-35A of the 495th Fighter Squadron USAFE as seen at the Royal International Air Tattoo, 2022. 
This aircraft is painted in the new 'Z13' coating which covers the lighter grey RAM patterns on the airframe
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Model by Wayne Hui

Get Creative!
HOBBYBOSS, VALLEJO, MODEL MASTER, MINIART, MASTER BOX, AK 
INTERACTIVE, MIG PRODUCTIONS, PLUS MODEL AND MANY MORE...

Unit 6-10, Honeysome Ind Est., Honeysome Road, Chatteris, Cambs. PE16 6TG

www.creativemodels.co.uk  Tel: +44(0)1354 760022

www.creativemodels.co.uk
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A selection of the latest full kits in plastic, resin, metal and more!

New Releases
What’s in the box?  
AD; ACETATE DIALS, CC; CAST CERAMIC (PLASTER), CMA; CAST METAL ALLOY, CP; CHROMED PARTS, CPS; CLEAR PLASTIC SHEET, DT; DRY TRANSFER (DECALS), EM: ELECTRIC MOTOR EPS; EXTRUDED PLASTIC SECTION,

MR; METAL ROD, MW; METAL WIRE, MT; METAL TUBING, NM; NYLON MESH, PE; PHOTO ETCH, PEBM; PHOTO-ETCHED BADGES/MIRRORS, PCM; PRE-CUT MASKS, PMP; PRE-ASSEMBLED METAL PARTS), PS; PAPER STRIP

EDUARD, CZECH REPUBLIC
www.eduard.com www.creativemodels.co.uk

Eduard's own 1:48 A6M2 and A6M3 Zero 
kits receive some nice goodies this month 
in the form of a whole new cockpit for 
the 'M3 plus tail wheel set for the same 
variant and gun bays for the 'M2 version. 
3D-print has been used to form these 
parts and careful removal from the 
supports will be needed before use. The 
detail is amazing and will be fun to paint 
and weather. Some experience with resin 
and photo-etch will be required.

1:48 3D-printed Brassin sets
- A6M3 cockpit (648800) for Eduard
- A6M3 tail wheel (648787) for Eduard
- A6M2 gun bays (648771) for Eduard

A6M2 gun bays (648771) for Eduard

A6M3 cockpit (648800) for Eduard

A6M3 tail wheel (648787) for Eduard
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Accessories
UDED PLASTIC SECTION, F; FABRIC, IM; INJECTION MOULDED (PLASTIC), ITL; INDIVIDUAL TRACK LINKS, LCC; LASER CUT CARD, LLT; LINK AND LENGTH TRACKS, MC; METAL CHAIN, MMA; MACHINED METAL ALLOY, 

APER STRIP, R; RESIN, SVT; SOFT VINYL TYRES (OR TUBING), VF; VINYL FIGURES, VFP; VACUUM FORMED (PLASTIC), WC; WOVEN CORD, WS; WATERSLIDE (DECALS)

DEF MODEL, KOREA
www.defmodel.com
DEF Model have taken the leap into 
individual track sets using the 3D-print 
process and the results are extremely 
impressive. We received the first three 
track sets; two for the Sd.Kfz.251 
halftrack and one for the Pz.III/IV and 
the surface detail is very refined. A little 
'stepping' can be seen on some parts 
where the layers have built up, but it's 
very light and should all but disappear 
beneath paint and weathering. 

1:35 3D-printed resin track sets
- WW2 German Sd.Kfz.251 workable 

track set early (DT35001, not 
pictured)

- WW2 German Sd.Kfz.251 workable 
track set late (DT35002) 

- WW2 German Pz.III/IV 40cm 
workable track set early (DT35003) 

SSR MODELS, SWEDEN
Search Facebook for SSR Models
SSR Models is based in Sweden, with outstanding products including 1:72 figures and 1:35 weapons, all manufactured using state-of-the-art 3D 
printing. This results in a level of detail that can be simply breathtaking. From the range, we have selected five packs of pistols, with typically 
eight weapons in each pack, and the pictures barely do justice to the level of detail in each. In the Mauser C96 ‘Broomhandle’ comes with 
empty and full holster/stock, in different configurations. These various pistols could be added to figures or could adorn dioramas as desired. 
The Luger, Mauser and Colt were used in WW1, and then with the Walther they served in WW2. The Glock is a ‘modern’ weapon, very widely 
used. To get hold of SSR products, it is best to contact via their Facebook page, although some shops are beginning to stock the range. Eye-
watering detail in 1:35 weapons, suitable for many uses, but it would be useful to have closed and open holsters for each pistol type. CLS

1:35 3D-printed accessory set
- Walther P38, Luger P08, Mauser C96, Colt M1911, Glock 17

WW2 German 
Pz.III/IV 40cm 
workable track set 
early (DT35003)

WW2 German 
Sd.Kfz.251 
workable track set 
late (DT35002) 
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A selection of the latest full kits in plastic, resin, metal and more!

New Releases
What’s in the box?  
AD; ACETATE DIALS, CC; CAST CERAMIC (PLASTER), CMA; CAST METAL ALLOY, CP; CHROMED PARTS, CPS; CLEAR PLASTIC SHEET, DT; DRY TRANSFER (DECALS), EM: ELECTRIC MOTOR 

EPS; EXTRUDED PLASTIC SECTION, F; FABRIC, IM; INJECTION MOULDED (PLASTIC), ITL; INDIVIDUAL TRACK LINKS, LCC; LASER CUT CARD, LLT; LINK AND LENGTH TRACKS, MC; METAL CHAIN, 

MMA; MACHINED METAL ALLOY, MR; METAL ROD, MW; METAL WIRE, MT; METAL TUBING, NM; NYLON MESH, PE; PHOTO ETCH, PEBM; PHOTO-ETCHED BADGES/MIRRORS, PCM; PRE-CUT MASKS, 

PMP; PRE-ASSEMBLED METAL PARTS), PS; PAPER STRIP, R; RESIN, SVT; SOFT VINYL TYRES (OR TUBING), VF; VINYL FIGURES, VFP; VACUUM FORMED (PLASTIC), WC; WOVEN CORD, 

WD; WATERSLIDE (DECALS), WS; WOODEN STRIP

Accessories

AMMO, SPAIN 
www.ammo.es
These products are ‘gloopy’ acrylic mixes with the appropriate 
texture and colour for groundwork on a diorama or vignette. 
The size of the granularity in the texture would make these most 
appropriate for 1:35 bases, possible for 1:48. The material certainly 
saves time and can produce an excellent surface for future 
work. It is possible to mix in acrylic paints or pastel powders 
to vary the appearance and while wet it can have vegetation or 
objects inserted into the surface. The acrylic dries to a resistant 
surface, into which cracks can be scribed and so on. In summary, 
these products can be used to save a lot of time, by producing a 
reasonable colour and texture out of the pot. Each container is 
filled with 100ml of the compound, which is sufficient for covering 
a significant area on a base, depending on the thickness used. CLS

Acrylic paint sets
- Light Earth Ground (A.MIG-2152)
- Asphalt Ground (A.MIG-2157)
- Concrete Texture (A.MIG-2158)

KAZAN MODEL DYNAMICS, 
CANADA
www.kazanmodeldynamics.com
Tamiya's stunning 1:48 kit of the McDonnell 
Douglas F-4B Phantom II gets a set of 
wheel well upgrades here, plus a full set of 
replacement undercarriage legs and wheels/
tyres, all created with 3D-print technology. 
The detail is very impressive; as with the 
DEF Model tracks reviewed here, a few 
build-lines can be observed in places but 
this should be hidden under paint. 

1:48 3D-printed detail sets
- F-4B wheel wells (KAZ48010TAM) for 

Tamiya
- F-4B/N landing gear set (KAZ48012TAM) 

for Tamiya

F-4B/N landing gear set (KAZ48012TAM) for Tamiya

F-4B wheel wells (KAZ48010TAM) for Tamiya
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A selection of the latest full kits in plastic, resin, metal and more!

New Releases
What’s in the box?  
AD; ACETATE DIALS, AP; ACRYLIC PAINT, CC; CAST CERAMIC (PLASTER), CMA; CAST METAL ALLOY, CP; CHROMED PARTS, CPS; CLEAR PLASTIC SHEET, DT; DRY TRANSFER (DECALS), EM: ELECTRIC MOTOR EPS; EXTRUDED PLASTIC SECTION,

MR; METAL ROD, MT; METAL TUBING, MW; METAL WIRE, NM; NYLON MESH, PB; PAINT BRUSH, PCM; PRE-CUT MASKS, PE; PHOTO ETCH, PEBM; PHOTO-ETCHED BADGES/MIRRORS, PMP; PRE-ASSEMBLED METAL PARTS), PS; PAPER STRIP

BRENGUN, CZECH REPUBLIC
KOKUSAI TA-GŌ JAPANESE SUICIDE PLANE
www.brengun.cz
SCALE: 1:72 • MATERIALS: IM, WS • ITEM NO.BRP72046
The innocent-looking WW2 
Japanese Kokusai Ta-Gōō aircraft 
was designed with one tragic 
purpose in mind; to create a 
cheap and quick-to-construct 
kamikaze aircraft for use against 
Allied vessels, armoured columns 
and troops, in anticipation of the 
invasion of the Japanese home 
islands by the Allies in 1945, 
known as Operation Downfall 
and Operation Olympic. The 
aircraft’s construction was mostly 
from non-strategic materials such 
as wood and fabric giving it a 
simplistic appearance and Brengun 
have done a marvellous job of 
capturing this in miniature form. 
In 1:72 the Ta-Gōō is a pretty small 
model but the detail is there, with 
wing ribs and recessed panel-lines 
on the fuselage in evidence. It 
comes moulded on a single sprue 
of blue-grey polystyrene, with 
a clear windscreen and a sheet 
of waterslide markings for one 
machine in overall dark olive drab. 
The cockpit is basic – most likely 
echoing the real thing – with 
just a floor, seat, rudder pedals, 
control column and instrument 
panel. The latter is provided with 
dial-decals and with lead-foil 
some seat harnesses, it will be 
perfectly adequate. One area 
that could use a little refinement 
is the single,centre-line bomb 
whose fins are too thick for this 
scale; photo-etched replacements 
would be useful here. It’s a 
short-run kit so some old-school 
modelling skills will be needed, 
but it’s an interesting subject an a 
neat little presentation. TMMI

ITALERI, ITALY
VOLVO F12 INTERCOOLER LOW ROOF WITH ACCESSORIES
www.hobbyco.net
SCALE: 1:24 • MATERIALS: IM, SVT, WS • ITEM NO.3957
Volvo’s F10 and F12 tractors were 
launched in 1977 and featured 
many innovations, most notably 
a safety-conscious cabin with a 
high level of ergonomic comfort 
for the driver. All engines were 
straight-six, turbocharged diesel 
units of Volvo’s own design, the 
F12 having a twelve-litre version. 
Italeri’s truck models were well 
ahead of their time in terms of 
detail, accuracy and precision and 
Italeri’s 1:24 F12 1981 kit is proof 
of that; the parts still look crisp 
and well detailed, even if a little 
extra clean-up might be required. 
Several iterations of the 1:24 F12 
have appeared over the years with 
different liveries and new parts, 
most significantly the inclusion of 
a ‘high roof’ with horns and lights 
for the ‘Globetrotter’ version in 
the ‘80s. The newest incarnation 
is the ‘low roof’ design and here 
we are treated to some fun 
additions such as the Michelin 
‘Bibendum’ man as well as some 
other commercial mascot figures 
in the same vein. On the sprue of 
accessories you’ll also find further 
items such as fire extinguishers, 
‘high top’ roof, ladder, stowage 
racks and other custom parts. 
A new decal sheet provides 
graphics for some groovy 1970s 
paint schemes and they all look 
very retro-cool. Italeri’s decals 
are produced to a famously 
high quality and these will look 
fantastic, whichever livery you opt 
for. A full engine, detailed chassis, 
suspension and a comprehensive 
cabin all go to form a highly 
detailed model. TMMI

Short-run, so be prepared 
to make some fit 
adjustments

It’s forty years old, so a 
little extra test-fitting will 
prove beneficial

Fascinating subject, nice 
detail

Tons of detail, superb new 
decals, lots of accessories 
in the box
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Kit Reviews
UDED PLASTIC SECTION, F; FABRIC, IM; INJECTION MOULDED (PLASTIC), ITL; INDIVIDUAL TRACK LINKS, LC; LIQUID CEMENT, LCC; LASER CUT CARD, LLT; LINK AND LENGTH TRACKS, MC; METAL CHAIN, MMA; MACHINED METAL ALLOY, 

 PAPER STRIP, R; RESIN, SVT; SOFT VINYL TYRES (OR TUBING), VF; VINYL FIGURES, VFP; VACUUM FORMED (PLASTIC), WC; WOVEN CORD, WS; WATERSLIDE (DECALS)

REVELL, GERMANY
‘71 OLDSMOBILE 442
www.revell.de
SCALE: 1:25 • MATERIALS: IM, SVT, CP, WS • ITEM NO.07695
Despite an industry-wide slowdown of muscle car sales, the 4-4-2 
returned in 1971 with only 
minor modifications from the 
previous year. The 1971 4-4-2 
was available in a hardtop coupe 
and convertible body type. The 
sport coupé disappeared for the 
first time since 1964, only to 
return in 1972. 1971 Model-year 
appearance changes included a 
black grille with silver surround, 
silver headlight bezels, round 
parking lights in the front bumper 
and horizontal tail lights. Quarter-
mile performance as reported 
by Road Test magazine was 15.2 
seconds at 99mph (159 km/h), 
and 0–60 mph in 8.9 seconds. 
(Wikipedia). Revell originally 
released their 1:25 Oldsmobile 
442 kit back in 2009 as a 1972 
Cutlass (convertible) and other 
variants followed in relatively 
quick succession. With this 2022 
edition we are treated to a hard-
top bodyshell in the box which 
creates the 1971 coupé, a better-
looking muscle-car than the soft-
top, in this reviewer’s opinion. The 
same excellent underpinnings are 
present, all of which are very well 
detailed but hard to see thanks 
to the slightly translucent white 
plastic in which the kit is moulded; 
the raw plastic is extremely 
difficult to photograph too! The 
engine is the star here and it 
comes with some really nice detail 
parts. With the addition of some 
ignition and battery wires (not 
included) it’ll look excellent and 
fully viewable thanks to the hinged 
bonnet/hood. The cabin captures 
the 1970s look perfectly and the 
undersides are well rendered, too. 
All in all, another excellent Revell 
muscle car with heaps of stance 
and attitude! TMMI

REVELL, GERMANY
WIESEL 2 LeFlaSys BF/UF
www.revell.de
SCALE: 1:35 • MATERIALS: IM, WS • ITEM NO.03336
The German Wiesel series of 
vehicles are designed as air-
portable vehicles to fulfil a range 
of tasks, such as carry anti-tank 
missiles. Wiesel 1 was produced 
from 1985-93 and the enlarged 
Wiesel 2 appeared in 2001. These 
light vehicles can resist small-
arms fire, but rely on mobility 
to evade heavier weapons. The 
version in this kit is the command 
vehicle for Light Flak System, 
which consists of anti-aircraft 
missiles on other Wiesel vehicles. 
Seven of these command vehicles 
have been produced. Revell have 
also released the missile carrier 
and the radar versions, so that 
all of the Flak vehicle types are 
available. The kit is relatively new 
and is crisply moulded with good 
detail. The wheels are particularly 
striking as they are thin and 
finely moulded, capturing the 
precise look of the real vehicle. 
The tracks are one-piece vinyl, 
with good detail on both sides. 
The hull of the vehicle is a simple 
box shape, and the kit captures 
the relative simplicity and 
uncluttered appearance, largely 
free of stowage. This makes the 
vehicle a wonderful subject for 
painting and weathering. Overall, 
the kit is designed to be quick 
and easy to construct, without 
over-engineering, so it lacks 
the etched mesh and complex 
assembly of other kits. It does 
offer the chance to super-detail, 
but essentially this is a cool 
little model of a unique modern 
vehicle. CLS

White plastic can be 
challenging to work with

Hatches lack internal detail, 
which will need to be 
added if desired

Fantastic early ‘70s muscle 
car with loads of character

Lengths of fine wire are 
provided for the all-
important aerials
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T
he Anson was a British 
twin-engined, multi-role aircraft 
built by the aircraft manufacturer 
AVRO. Large numbers of the 

type served in a variety of roles for the 
Royal Air Force, Fleet Air Arm, Royal 
Canadian Air Force and numerous 
other air forces before, during and 
after the Second World War. Initially 
known as the Avro 652A, the Anson 
was developed during the mid-1930s 
from the earlier Avro 652 airliner 
in response to a request for tenders 
issued by the British Air Ministry 
for a maritime reconnaissance 
aircraft. Having suitably impressed 

the Ministry, a single prototype was 
ordered, which conducted its maiden 
flight on 24th March 1935. Following 
an evaluation in which the Type 652A 
bettered the competing de Havilland 
DH.89, it was selected as the winner, 
leading to Air Ministry Specification 
18/35 being written around the type 
and an initial order for 174 aircraft 
being ordered in July 1935. 

The Type 652A was promptly named 
after British Admiral George Anson. 
The Anson entered service with the 
Royal Air Force and was initially 
used in the envisaged maritime 
reconnaissance operation alongside the 

larger flying boats. After the outbreak 
of the Second World War the Anson was 
soon found to have become obsolete in 
front line combat roles. Large numbers 
of the type were instead put to use as a 
multi-engined aircrew trainer, having 
been found to be suitable for the role 
and became the mainstay of the British 
Commonwealth Air Training Plan. 
The Anson continued to be used in this 
role throughout and after the conflict, 
the final RAF example was only 
withdrawn from service as a station 
communications aircraft in 1968. 11,000 
Ansons eventually produced.
(History edited from Wikipedia)

HANDSOME 
The RAF's twin-engined WW2 workhorse has been immortalised in 
polystyrene thanks to Airfix and they've done an amazing job of it
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OME ANSON!
AIRFIX ANSON IN 1:48

Although it’s not perhaps the most 
glamorous of aircraft in the RAF's 
WW2 inventory, the Anson has a 
charismatic appeal of its own and it 
makes a terrific subject for a model 
kit. Airfix released their 1:72 Anson 
back way in 1962 and now, sixty years 
later, we have a brand-new model in 
1:48 and what a delightful production 
it is. One clear and six grey sprues 
make up the model, which comes in a 
mid-sized box topped with a stunning 
colour illustration by Adam Tooby. 
Surface detail is superb with an 
incredibly convincing representation 
of the structural ribbing and stringers 
beneath the airframe's surface. That 
greenhouse-like glazing is taken care 

of by crystal-clear mouldings and it'll 
be worth performing many test-fit 
operations before applying cement to 
avoid smears! All we need now is a set 
of pre-cut masks from Eduard to make 
the painting process easier..

Weighted tyres, recessed panel line 
and fastener detail and a general air 
of sophistication make this kit and 
extremely appealing proposition and 
we will be starting construction soon!

Three markings-options are provided, 
each visually attractive:
- Avro 652A Anson Mk.I N9732 

crewed by Pilot Officer Philip Peters, 
Sergeant D. Spencer and Leading 
Aircraftsman Pepper, No. 500 (County 
of Kent) Squadron Royal Auxiliary Air 
Force, Royal Air Force Detling, Kent

- Avro 652A Anson Mk.I Coastal 
Command camouflage trials aircraft, 
No.71 Squadron, Royal Australian Air 
Force, Lowood, Queensland, October 
1943. (B)

- Avro 652A Anson Mk.I No. 31 General 
Reconnaissance School, Royal Canadian 
Air Force, Charlottetown, Prince 
Edward Island, Canada, 1941. (C) l

Full-build article of this kit is coming soon 
to Tamiya Model Magazine! Don't miss out - 
subscribe now at: www.doolittlemedia.com

Availability;
from good model shops everywhere. 
www.airfix.com
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TAMIYA PACHI 82TAMIYA PACHI 82
The 82nd running of the Pachi contest saw entries from a rangThe 82nd running of the Pachi contest saw entries from a rang

ages between ten and eighty, with the quality high across the bages between ten and eighty, with the quality high across the b

Dioramas were a popular entry, and subjects also included Dioramas were a popular entry, and subjects also included 

recent Tamiya releases such as the M18 Hellcat and KV2recent Tamiya releases such as the M18 Hellcat and KV2

Diorama SectionDiorama Section
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'Twilight'

Mr Kunihiro Mitsuishi

Scale: 1:35

“This piece takes two of 

this year’s new Tamiya 

releases - the M18 Hellcat 

and U.S. Infantry Scout 

Set – and pairs them with 

a favourite of mine, the M8 

Greyhound. I decamped 

outside with the Diorama, 

taking numerous pictures 

as the sunset deepened; 

I intentionally wanted to 

capture some glare to 

accentuate the silhouettes 

of the subjects. I live in a 

rural area, and don’t think 

that this shot would have 

been so easy to take in a 

more urban setting.”

'A Shot at Glory'

Mr Kenichi Sanada

Scale: 1:35

‘What’s Next?’

Mr Akira Hitomi

Scale: 1:35

“This time, I was intent on making the Pershing’s excellent suspension central 

to my diorama; to that end, I also removed some sections of the right fender. 

The paving and brickwork was created using polystyrene board. It can be 

difficult converting your imagination into physical form when making a 

diorama, but the sense of achievement when it’s done is something else!”

“I have tried here to capture a tactical briefing among a US scouting platoon, 

with the figures accompanied by the M18 Hellcat, a cargo truck and an off-

road vehicle -  the building is polystyrene board and the truck’s canvas roof 

is tissue paper. I photographed the scene outside around sunset. My personal 

goal in my Pachi entries is to make them as realistic as is possible.”
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MODEL PHOTO-COMPETITION

‘Readying to Fire’

Mr Tomoya Kawada

Scale: 1:35

‘Memories of Home’

Mr Takahiro Tani

Scale: 1:48
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‘Sherman in Action’

Mr Yusuke Hayashi

Scale: 1:35

‘Scouting 
on the Front 
Lines’

Mr Hiroshi Takashima

Scale: 1:35

‘Peace at Last’

Mr Yuya Katoh (13)

Scale: 1:48

‘Enjoying 
the Shade’

Mr Ibuki Sawamura 

(14)

Scale: 1:35

‘Type 16 Rides 
the Motorway’

Mr Iwao Hashimoto 

(80)

Scales: 1:35, 1:48
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Model SectionModel Section

‘KV-2’

Mr Kentaro Minami

Scale: 1:35

“Painting with an 0.2mm airbrush, I began with green splotches and gradually worked 

some buff into the mixture to add light to the model, while on the turret, I made my own 

masking materials for the imaginary turret number using a cutting plotter. I chose red as 

a complimentary background colour to help the model’s overall green stand out more, 

although it was rather difficult to keep the red from reflecting on the model!”

‘Type 10 Tank’

Mr Ryoichi Sumida

Scale: 1:35
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‘M-18 Hellcat’

Mr Yoshiyuki Kano
Scale: 1:35

“As the model appears by 

itself, I felt it most important 

to get the paint job right: 

most of my efforts were 

concentrated on achieving 

a realistic contrast, and 

I also used chipping, dry 

brushing and filtering on the 

way. Dirt was applied to the 

suspension with weathering 

sticks and spattering. I took 

this shot indoors in a photo 

booth, using a single-lens 

reflex camera.”

‘Sturmgeschütz 
III Ausf.G’

Mr Satoshi Tateoka
Scale: 1:35

“I went all out with the 

accessories on this model, 

piling it up with typical late-

WWII fare. The model itself 

was basically built out of 

the box, the only additions 

being the armor plates and 

a rear rack; the accessories 

were borrowed from other 

kits. I used lacquer, acrylic 

and enamel paints, trying to 

achieve a realistic contrast 

across the model and give it a 

proper three-dimensional air 

even in photographs.”

‘Sd.Kfz.251/10 
(1943)’

Mr Nobuyuki Nippashi
Scale: 1:35

‘JSU-152’

Mr Ryuji Nozawa
Scale: 1:35
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‘Pz.Kpfw.IV Ausf.G 
(Early Production)’

Mr Koki Nishimura (15)
Scale: 1:35

‘Challenger 2’

Mr Garyo Mori (14)
Scale: 1:48

‘Attacked!!’

Mr Takanori Shigeoka
Scale: 1:35

‘KV-2 Gigant’

Mr Yosuke Yamada
Scale: 1:35

Translation from Japanese by Tom Kendall
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GOT A NEW BOOK? If you are a publisher with a new moDelling related title to publicise, why not send in a copy for review here?

Book Reviews

ARRAS COUNTER-ATTACK 1940

TIM SAUNDERS, PEN & SWORD MILITARY
www.pen-and-sword.co.uk

The German advance through Belgium and France in 
1940 was so fast that it was called Blitzkrieg; Lightning 
War. Undeniably, this German attack was a master 
stroke, sweeping aside numerically superior enemies 
and out-manoeuvring more ponderous opponents. 
The British Army at this time was fully mechanised 
and the BEF had many advantages although 
weaker tactically and strategically. When all 
seemed lost, on 21st May 1940 the BEF struck 
back, throwing two tank regiments against the 
flank of the 7th Panzer Division. This blow was 
completely unanticipated and the German units 
began to collapse until Erwin Rommel rallied 
his division and used his 88mm anti-aircraft 
guns to stop the British Matildas. This book 
is a fantastic account of the lead-up and 
the attack which had hoped to grab Arras, 
a transport hub. The descriptions of events 

are supported by personal memoirs and a great 
selection of photos, to give the reader a clear view of this battle, 

which is so often dismissed as a British failure. In reality, the unexpected 
lunge into the German flanks contributed to Hitler ordering his forces to halt, allowing the 

British and French armies to escape from Dunkirk. This book in 200 pages covers the topic in a 
very readable and informative style, providing a great resource for a competitive price. CLS

ALLIED ARMIES IN SICILY AND ITALY 1943-1945

SIMON FORTY, IMAGES OF WAR SERIES, PEN & SWORD
www.pen-and-sword.co.uk

After the defeat of Axis forces in North Africa, the Allies 
decided to thrust up into the ‘soft belly of Europe, first 
taking the large island of Sicily and then invading Italy. 
These attacks immediately eased the pressure on 
shipping routes through the Mediterranean, but the 
land battles turned out to be much tougher than 
anticipated, with the Axis stubbornly resisting from 
terrain that favoured the emplaced defenders. 
Feeling ignored by the public, and spawning the 
song ‘D-Day Dodgers’, the armies in Italy faced 
extremely tough fighting against experienced 
opponents and this book helps to restore the 
balance with 144 pages of photos and narrative. 
The photos are well-chosen, mainly rarely seen before and the captions are very informative. Overall, 
this book provides a clear understanding of events from the 1943 Husky landings on Sicily through 
to Venice and Milan, and the Axis surrender on 2nd May 1945. This is a great resource for historians 
and modellers, illustrating the brutality of the fighting in heat, mud and mountains. CLS





KIT KRAZY MODEL SHOP

NEW AND PRE-OWNED KITS. COLLECTIONS BOUGHT AND SOLD
AIRCRAFT, MILITARY, CARS, SHIPS, BIKES & SCIFI

Tel: 020 8298 7177
303 The Broadway, Bexleyheath, Kent DA6 8DT

www.kitkrazy.com    steve@kitkrazy.com

Opening hours: 9-30am-5.30pm Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday
You can also find us at most major model and airshows throughout the year

10.00AM - 4.00PM MONDAY TO FRIDAY

Tel: 01992 447346
7 Impresa Park, Pindar Road, Hoddesdon, Herts EN11 0DL

HURRICANE MODELS

Tamiya Radio Controlled Models and Plastic Model Kits of cars, bikes, boats, tanks and 
planes from Tamiya and most Major Brands always in stock.  
Racks of paints and a range of Airbrushes always in stock.

 sales@hurricanemodels.co.uk  www.hurricanemodels.co.uk 

MASTERCARD/VISA/SWITCH/AMEX/DELTA

GEE DEE MODELS

MODAY TO FRIDAY 9.30AM - 5.30PM SATURDAY 9AM-5.30PM

Tel: 0115 9412211 Fax: 0115 9417717
21 Heathcoat Street, Nottingham, Nottinghamshire, NG1 3AF

ESTABLISHED 1946                                                              MAIL ORDER

SPECIALISING IN PLASTIC KITS, DIECAST, BOATS, PLANES AND CARS

www.geedee-modelshop.com

AVIATION & MILITARY BOOK CENTRE

AVIATION AND MILITARY BOOKS AND MAGAZINES

Tel: 0845 260 4413 
PO BOX 4413, ATHERSTONE, WARWICKSHIRE, CV9 9AS

MASTERCARD/VISA/SWITCH/PAYPAL/CHEQUES/CASH/POSTAL ORDERS

PHONE LINES OPEN 10AM-6PM MON-FRI, 10AM-1PM SAT-SUN

PHONE, WRITE OR VISIT US ONLINE.

  sales@aviationbookcentre.com www.aviationbookcentre.com

ADVERTISE HERE!

IF YOU ARE READING THIS THEN SO ARE 
THOUSANDS OF OTHERS!

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT ALAN ON: ALAN@DOOLITTLEMEDIA.COM

AVID READER

MILITARY, AVIATION, NAVAL, MODELLING,  

RAILWAYS, CAR & MOTORCYCLE BOOKS

  Tel: 01299 823 330  Fax:01299 829 970
Unit 10, Hodfar Road, Sandy lane Ind Estate, Stourport On Severn, Worcestershire, DY13 9QB

9.30 – 4.30 MONDAY TO FRIDAY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

WWW.BOOKWORLDWS.CO.UK
INFO@BOOKWORLDWS.CO.UK    VISA/MASTERCARD/MAESTRO

D-9 MODELS

MONDAY TO SATURDAY 9AM - 4.30PM

Tel/Fax: 01633 222282
D-9 Models, Newport Indoor Market, Newport, South Wales NP20 1DD

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS. MAIL ORDER

SPECIALIST PLASTIC KIT MODEL SHOP. BRANDS INCLUDE TAMIYA, TRUMPETER, 
ITALERI, REVELL, DRAGON, AFV, HASEGAWA, RODEN, EDUARD AND MORE

  www.d-9models.co.uk d.ninemodels@btconnect.com

HIROBOY (ZERO PAINTS)

THE UK’S LARGEST MAIL ORDER COMPANY SPECIALISING IN SCALE 

AUTOMOTIVE MODEL KITS WITH A LARGE SELECTION OF AFTERMARKET 

DETAILING PARTS, ACCESSORIES, BOOKS AND LOADS MORE

Tel: +44 (0)1684 252310 (UK office hours only)

www.hiroboy.com

A1 Astwood Business Centre, Staverton Connection, Gloucester Road,
Staverton, Cheltenham, GL51 0TF, United Kingdom.

Open: Monday-Thursday: 8.00-4.30, Friday: 8.00-2.30

25% OFF
SHOP VISITS 

AND MAIL ORDER

FINESCALE MODEL WORLD LTD

PLASTIC KITS, AIRBRUSHES, PRIMERS, PAINTS, 

TOOLS, GLUES, STATIC GRASS & ACCESSORIES

Tel/Fax: 01902 650077
MAIL ORDER AND WEBSITE SALES

www.finescalemodelworld.co.uk
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDSfinescalemodelrailways@gmail.com

ADVERTISE HERE

IF YOU ARE READING THIS 
THEN SO ARE THOUSANDS OF OTHERS.

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT 
ALAN@DOOLITTLEMEDIA.COM

STARLING MODELS

SPECIALIST IN SMALL SCALE SHIP KITS AND 
ACCESSORIES FROM AROUND THE WORLD

www.starling-models.co.uk
info@starling-models.co.uk • Tel: 07591 669275

Online shop and mail order
Stocking: Combrig, Flyhawk, Orange, Niko, L’Arsenal, Samek, Dodo, North Star, AJM,  

3d Modelparts, Master Barrel and our own brand Starling Models kits and accessories

MASTERPIECE MODELS

www.masterpiecemodels.com
For a 15% discount enter coupon code “TAMMAG” when ordering

BUYER’S GUIDE BUYER’S GUIDE BUYER’S GUIDE



www.creativemodels.co.uk

www.hyperscale.com

www.missing-lynx.com

www.ebbro.com 

Finest Quality Modelswww.hobbyco.net

www.tamiyamodelmagazinewww.tamiyamodelmagazine.com.com

             tamiya.com

             italeri.de/endragon-models.com

NEW FORUMS INCLUDING 
MILITARY MODELLING FORUM

WEB DIRECTORY WEB DIRECTORY WEB DIRECTORY

Doolittle Media Ltd., The Granary, Doolittle Lane, Totternhoe, Bedfordshire, LU6 1QX, Great Britain

W. www.doolittlemedia.com     E. enquiries@doolittlemedia.com     T. +44 (0) 1525 222573

      TAMIYA MODEL MAGAZINE INTERNATIONAL LIMITED TIME 

SUBSCRIPTION OFFER
SUBSCRIBE OR RENEW 

FOR 24 ISSUES AND RECEIVE 
A FREE SUBSCRIPTIONS 
GIFT WORTH £28 RRP!

We have teamed up with our friends at Model Craft so we can offer 

you a special gift for subscribing with us for 24 issues. 

Flexible Masking Tape Set
These making tapes are ideal for Modelling, Airbrushing, Arts, 

Craft, Hobby and even those smaller DIY tasks. The tape sticks, 

stays and removes cleanly. It is also U.V. protected for masking 

in direct sunlight.

This flexible acid free tape is designed to follow curved lines and 
contoured surfaces without creasing, tearing or paint bleed.

• Precise masking with no paint 
bleed

• Acid free

• 1mm, 2mm, 3mm, 6mm & 
10mm widths, 18m length

• Comes in twin packs, so you 
receive 10 packs

• 180m of masking mayhem! 

• FREE GIFT worth over £28!

* Terms and conditions

While stocks last. Customers attempting to take out this offer after 

all stock is gone will be contacted before any money is taken. 

Subscriptions taken out with this offer will not be refunded if cancelled.
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Contact details for companies featured in TMMI...
● ACCURATE ARMOUR/ARMOUR DISTRIBUTION
Units 15-16 Kingston Industrial Estate, 
Port Glasgow, Inverclyde, PA14 5DG 
Scotland. Tel: 01475 743 955
Fax: 01475 743746
www.accurate-armour.com

● THE AIRBRUSH COMPANY Ltd
79 Marlborough Road, Lancing Business 
Park, Lancing, West Sussex, BN15 8UF, 
+44 (0) 1903 767800
www.airbrushes.com

● AIRCONNECTION
Box 21227, RPO Meadowvale
Mississauga, ON L5N 6A2, Canada
Tel: (905) 677-0016 Fax: (905) 677-0582
sale@airconnection.on.ca
info@airconnection.on.ca
www.airconnection.on.ca

● AIRWAVES
Via Hannants www.hannants.co.uk

● ALBION ALLOYS
Spacemaker House, 518 Wallisdown Road, 
Bournemouth, Dorset, UK, BH11 8PT
Tel: 01202 511232 Fax: 01202 539967                     
From outside UK please dial

● ALCLAD II
No.5 St Georges Close, Bacton, Norfolk, 
NR12 0LL. www.alclad2.com
Tel: 01692 652166 Fax: 01692 652334

● AMMO OF MIG JIMENEZ S.L.
Navarra (SPAIN)
www.migjimenez.com
www.theweatheringmagazine.com
Email info@migjimenez.com
In UK; Creative Models

● AMPERSAND PUBLISHING  
(via Historex Agents in UK)
235 NE 6th Avenue #4 Delray Beach, 
Florida 33483-5543, USA 
Tel: 561-266 9686 Fax: 561-266-9786

● ARCHER (Historex in UK)
PO Box 1277 Youngsville, NC 27596-
1277, USA www.archertransfers.com

● BADGER AIRBRUSH
9128 W. Belmont Avenue, 
Franklin Park, IL 60131, USA
800-AIR-BRUSH Fax: 800-57BADGER
www.badgerairbrush.com
customerservice@badgerairbrush.com

● BISON DECALS
Available from www.hannants.co.uk 
and www.pdi-model-supplies.com

● CAMMETT AND CO  
(Lifecolour, Scale Caliber)
Unit 5 Forest Road, Greenfield Industrial 
Estate, Hay-on-Wye, HR3 5FA, United 
Kingdom. Tel: 01497 822757 
Email: cammettco@btopenworld.com
www.cammett.co.uk

● CARRERA REVELL UK LTD.
Unit 10 Old Airfield Industrial Estate
Cheddington Lane, Tring, Herts,  
HP23 4QR. Tel: 01296 660291 
ukbranch@revell.de
www.revell.de/en 

● CLASSIC PUBLICATIONS
Midland Counties Publications, 4 Watling 
Drive, Sketchley Lane Industrial Estate, 
Hinckley, Leics UK
LE10 1YF Tel: +44(0) 1455 233 747
Fax: +44(0) 1455 233 737
midlandbooks@compuserve.com 
www.classic-publications.com

● CREATIVE MODELS LTD  
(Mig Productions, Vallejo, Accurate Miniatures);
Unit 6-10, Honeysome Industrial 
Estate, Honeysome Road, Chatteris, 
Cambridgeshire PE16 6TG
Tel/Fax: 01354 760022
www.creativemodels.co.uk
info@creativemodels.co.uk

● CZECH SIX PUBLICATIONS
48 Station Road, Stoke D’Abernon, 
Cobham, Surrey, KT11 3BN UK

Tel: 01932 866426
www.czechsixpublications.com

● DRAGON MODELS  
(The Hobby Company in UK)
Dragon Models Ltd, Kong Nam Ind. 
Building B1-10F, 603-609 Castle Peak 
Road, Tsuen Wan NT, Hong Kong
Fax: (HK) 4110587 
www.dragonmodelsltd.com
(For 1:6 Action Figures, please contact 
Amerang in UK)

● ECHELON FINE DETAILS
Available from; wwwaccurate-armour.com 
& http://pachome1.pacific.net.
sg/~kriegsketten/

● EAGLE EDITIONS
Ltd PO Box 580 Hamilton MT 59840 
USA406 Tel: 363 5415, Fax: 406 375 
9270 eagle@eagle-editions.com
www.eagle-editions.com

● FANTASY PRINTSHOP
The Palms Oasis, New Portreath Road, 
Bridge, Cornwall, TR16 4QL

● FROME MODEL CENTRE
1/2 Catherine Street, Frome, Somerset, 
BA11 1DA, UK
+44 (0) 1373 465295
www.frome-model-centre.com
enquiries@frome-model-centre.com

● GRAND PRIX MODELS
4 Thorpe Close, Thorpe Way,
Banbury, OX16 4SW.
Tel: 01295 278070 Fax: 01295 278072 
www.grandprixmodels.com
email@grandprixmodels.com

● GREENHILL BOOKS
Park House, 1 Russell Gardens, London 
NW11 9NN, UK
Tel: 020 8458 6314 Fax: 020 8905 5245
www.greenhillbooks.com
L.Leventhal@greenhillbooks.com

● GUNZE SANGYO (MR HOBBY)
Albion Alloys in the UK

● HANNANTS
Harbour Road, Oulton Broad, Lowestoft, 
Suffolk, NR32 2LZ. 
Tel: 01502 517444 Fax: 01502 500521
www.hannants.co.uk 
sales@hannants.co.uk

● HIKOKI PUBLICATIONS LTD
Ashtree House, Station Road, Ottringham, 
East Yorkshire, HU12 OBJ, UK 

● HIROBOY (Zero Paints)
A1 Astwood Business Centre, Staverton 
Connection, Gloucester Road
Staverton, Cheltenham, GL51 0TF UK
Tel: 01684 252310 (UK office hours only)
www.hiroboy.com

● HISTOREX AGENTS
Wellington House, 157 Snargate Street, 
Dover, Kent, CT17 9BZ, UK
Tel: 01304 206720 Fax: 01304 204528
www.historex-agents.co.uk 
sales@historex-agents.co.uk

● HOBBYLINK JAPAN
Sano-shi, Kurohakama-cho 162-1
Tochigi 327-0813, Japan
www.hlj.com

● HUSSAR PRODUCTIONS, CANADA
www.airconnection.on.ca

● ITALERI (The Hobby Company in UK)
Via Pradazzo, 6, I-40012 Calderara Di 
Reno, Bologna, Italy, Tel: 051 726037
www.italeri.it

● IWATA AIRBRUSHES
The Airbrush Company
79 Marlborough Road (East)
Lancing Business Park
Lancing, West Sussex BN15 8UF
Tel: +44 (0)1903 767 800
www.airbrushes.com

● JADAR-MODEL
Zielna 8/103, 00-108 Warsaw, Poland
www.jadar.com.pl
hobby@jadarhobby.waw.pl

● MODELLING TOOLS
Uncle Jacks, Lavendon Road
Olney Bucks, MK46 4HH, UK
www.modellingtools.co.uk
Tel: (+44) 01234 711980

● MIG PRODUCTIONS
C/ Santiago Rusinol 7, Pral 2a, 08750 
Molins de Rei, Barcelona, Spain
www.migproductions.com
In UK; Creative Models

● MODEL DESIGN CONSTRUCTION
Unit 3 Hillstown Small Business Center, 
Mansfield Road, Bolsover, Derbyshire.
S44 6LE. Tel: +(44)1246 82 77 55
orders@modeldesignconstruction.com
www.modeldesignconstruction.com

● MODEL WHOLESALE UK LTD
Unit 3 Dean Close, Raunds, Northants 
NN9 6BD 
Tel: 01892 680009 
Fax: 01892 522526
info@modelwholesaleuk.com
www.modelwholesaleuk.com

● MODUNI VERSAND GMBH
Böttgerstr. 2-14,  
65439 Flörsheim, Germany
Tel: 06145 5456-0 Fax: 06145 5456-11
info@moduni.de www.moduni.de

● MONROE PERDU
Monroe Perdu Designs, 3168 Renee 
Court, Simi Valley, CA 93065, USA. 
www.monroeperdu.com

● PANZERWRECKS
PO Box 164, Heathfield, Sussex TN21 8WA, 
UK www.panzerwrecks.com

● PARAGRAFIX
104 County Street, Suite 101 
Attleboro MA 02703 USA
Tel: +1 508.431.9800 
M-F 9am to 4pm EST
http://www.paragrafix.biz
pgms@paragrafix.biz

● PEGASUS HOBBIES 
(Selected items via Pocketbond in UK)
5515 Moreno Blvd, Montclair, CA 91763 
USA www.pegasushobbies.com

● PLUS MODEL (Creative Models in UK)
Jizni 56, 370 10 C. Budejovice, Czech 
Republic. plusmodel@plusmodel.cz
www.plusmodel.cz

● POCKETBOND 
Bachmann Europe PLC
Moat Way, Barwell, Leics. LE9 8EY
Tel: 01455 841756
info@pocketbond.co.uk

● POL MODELS
64 Cumberland Road, Acton, London, 
W3 6EY UK. polmodels@aol.com

● PRO-ART MODELS
www.proartmodels.be

● QUICKBOOST
www.quickboost.net

● RZM PUBLISHING (Greenhill Books In UK)
PO Box 995, Southbury, CT 06488 USA  
Tel: (USA) 203 264 0774  
www.rzm.com

● SCHATTON BARRELS
Industriestrasse 6, 94347 Ascha, 
Germany, Fax: 09961 910 7826
www.modellbau-schatton.privat.t-online.de
email: modellbau.schatton@t-online.de

● SCHIFFER BOOKS
Schiffer Publishing, 4880 Lower  
Valley Rd, Atglen, PA, 19310 USA
www.schifferbooks.com

● SCHIFFER BOOKS in UK
Bushwood Books, No.6 Marksbury 

Avenue, Kew Gardens, Surrey TW9 4JF, 
UK. Tel: +44(0)20 8392 8585,  
+44(0)20 8392 9876, 
email: info@bushwodbooks.co.uk

● SCHUMO KITS
Axel’s-Modellbau-Shop
Axel und Bernd Schulze OHG 
Braustraße 2a 37170 Uslar, Germany
Tel: +49 (0) 5571 919 100
Fax: +49 (0) 5571 919 101
www.schumo-kits.com

● SQUADRON.COM 
Squadron Mail Order, 1115 Crowley Drive
Carrollton, TX 75006 - 1312. USA

● STUDIO 27 (Grand Prix Models in UK)
www.studio27.co.jp

● SCALE MOTORSPORT
No.3 Topside Lane, Newtown, 
Connecticut 06470-2023, USA
www.scalemotorsport.com
In UK; Grand Prix Models

● THE SMALL SHOP
PO Box 580, Kalama WA 98625, USA
Tel/fax; (360) 673-1255
info@thesmallshop.com
www.thesmallshop.com

● SYLMASTA
Halland House, Dale’s Yard, Lewes Rd, 
Scaynes Hill, West Sussex, RH17 7PG 
Tel: +44(0)1444 415027 
Fax: +44(0)1444 458606 
Emai: sylmasta@aol.com

● TAMIYA JAPAN
Tamiya, Inc., 3-7 Ondawara  
Suruga-ku, Shizuoka 422-8610 Japan 
www.tamiya.com

● TAMIYA UK;  
THE HOBBY COMPANY LIMITED
Garforth Place, Knowlhill, Milton Keynes, 
MK5 8PG, UK
Tel: 01908 605686 Fax: 01908 605666
enquiries@hobbyco.net
www.hobbyco.net

● TANK MODEL, RUSSIA
www.tank-model.ru
www.afvmodeller.com

● TANK WORKSHOP
345 Wynbrook Drive
McDonough, GA, 30253 USA 
Tel: (770) 573-1409 Fax: (770) 573-0479
www.tankworkshop.com

● TRUMPETER
www.trumpeter-china.com
Pocketbond in the UK

● TUNGSTEN DRILLS
Allan Sidney No.6, Park Gardens, 
Holbeach, Lincolnshire, PE12 7PJ
allansid@aol.com

● U-MODELS
1103, rue de Feucherolles
78630, Orgeval, France
www.u-models.com

● VALLEJO (Creative Models in UK)
Acrylicos Vallejo, SL Apartado 337 - 
08800 Vilanova i la Geltrú, Barcelona, 
Spain Tel: (34) 93 893 60 12
Fax: (34) 93 893 11 54
www.acrylicosvallejo.com

● WORLD WAR TWO BOOKS
Military History Books Ltd (Mail order 
address, callers by appointment)
2 Cysgod Y Bryn, Aberystwyth,
Ceredigion, SY23 4LR,United Kingdom
Tel: 01970 623778
sales@worldwartwobooks.com
www.worldwartwobooks.com

● WIDESPREAD SOLUTIONS
Unit 1 Levens Hall Park, Lund Lane, 
Killinghall, Harrogate, West Yorkshire HG3 
2BG, UK. Tel: +44(0)1423 522836 
Fax: +44(0)1423 525656
info@graphicair.co.uk
www.graphicair.co.uk
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NEXT ISSUENEXT ISSUE
The next issue of TMMI is March 2023 (No.329), 

on sale 16th February

...AND MUCH MORE, OF COURSE!
Due to the many factors that can influence the appearance 

(or non-appearance) of a model in TMMI, the items shown 

above are shown on a provisional basis. We endeavour to 

bring you these articles, but please be patient if they do 

not feature! Thank you for your understanding.

CONTACT INFO:

Tel: +44(0)1525 222 573 

Advertising enquiries: 

alan@doolittlemedia.com

The Granary, Doolittle Lane, Totternhoe,  

Bedfordshire, LU6 1QX, UK

www.tamiyamodelmagazine.com

Editorial email: editor@tamiyamodelmagazine.com

Other enquiries: enquiries@doolittlemedia.com

www.tamiyamodelmagazine.com

Please order Tamiya Model Magazine International for me and reserve/deliver a regular copy starting with issue:-

Name:  ..............................................................................................................................................................................................

Address:  ...........................................................................................................................................................................................  

............................................................................................................................................................................................................  

............................................................................................................................................................................................................  

............................................................................................................................................................................................................  

Telephone:  .......................................................................................................................................................................................  



TO MY NEWSAGENT...

© Doolittle Media 2022

Order online now at; www.tamiyamodelmagazine.com
ISSUE No.328 FEBRUARY 2023 PUBLISHED ON JANUARY 20th 2023
Editor; Marcus Nicholls Publisher; Alan Harman Graphic Design; Alex Hall
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Distributed by; Seymour Distribution, 2 East Poultry Avenue, London, EC1A 9PT Tel; 020 7429 4000

Newstrade; Select Publisher Services, 3 East Avenue, Bournemouth, BH3 7BW Tel; 01202 586848 Email; tim@selectps.com

Tamiya Model Magazine is published on the third Thursday of each month by Doolittle Media Ltd. Editorial enquiries; editor@tamiyamodelmagazine.com 

All other enquiries to; enquiries@doolittlemedia.com Tamiya Model Magazine, The Granary, Doolittle Lane, Totternhoe, Bedfordshire, LU6 1QX, UK.  

Telephone; +44 (0)1525 222573 Back Issues; From £5.25 Inc. P&P. are available from the UK address below, or online at www.tamiyamodelmagazine.com 

Reproduction in part of any text, photograph, or illustration without written consent from the publisher is strictly prohibited. While due care is taken to ensure the contents of Tamiya 
Model Magazine is accurate, the publishers and printers can not accept responsibility for errors and omissions. Advertisements are accepted for publication in Tamiya Model Magazine 
only on Doolittle Media’s standard terms of acceptance of advertising, copies of which are available from the advertising department. Please write to the address below. All editorial, 
advertising, circulation and subscription enquiries should also be directed to the UK address below.
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For all orders, please call (UK) +44(0)1525 222573 or visit www.tamiyamodelmagazine.com Digital subscriptions available from www.doolittlemedia.com

The paper used 

on this title is from 

sustainable forestry

STATE OF INDEPENDENCE 
Dragon's 1:700 USS Gabrielle Giffords 
Independence-Class littoral ship

GET YOUR SKATES ON M8
Tamiya's new 1:48 M8 Howitzer 
Motor Carriage has arrived

A TURNER FOR THE BOOKS 
Nunu's 1:24 BMW M6 GT3 'Turner Motorsport' in detail
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The Editor’s Page...
A new Spitfire is born!

EDITOR'S CHOICE
MINIART 1:35 WOODEN CRATES WITH FRUIT
www.miniart-models.com www.creativemodels.co.uk
I never thought I’d see Tom Cruise’s head cast in resin, but these are 
strange and interesting times and anything seems possible! DEF Model 
have created an extraordinarily life-like 1:12 miniature of Maverick’s 
bonce that is designed to fit on the shoulders 
of Tamiya’s 2019 1:12 Street Rider figure kit 
(14137) and it is superbly well done. Also 
in the pack is a pair of license plates for his 
Kawasaki GPZ900R (Top Gun 1985, kit by 
Aoshima) and his Kawasaki H2 Ninja from 
the new movie, ‘Top Gun: Maverick’ (kit by 
Tamiya). Great balls of fire!

KINGFISHER BRINGS US A SPITFIRE!

Sponsored by 

www.craftknives.co.uk 

A
s you will have seen in the second part 
of my report from Scale Modelworld this 
month, an all-new Spitfire Mk.Ia is on 
its way, courtesy of the New Zealand 

manufacturer Kōtare. As I explained, this new 
manufacturer is headed by Richard Alexander 
who was the man behind the near-legendary 
'Wingnut Wings' who, over an all-too brief 
lifespan, created the best kits of World War 
One aircraft yet seen in 1:32, or any scale for 
that matter. Wingnut Wings' swansong (well, 
almost) was their 1:32 Lancaster B Mk.I./III 
which was ultimately released by Border Model. 
Might this subject have given us a hint of what 
may have materialised had Wingnut Wings 
continued? We will never know, but the NZ 
maker's DNA appears to run throughout the 
Kōtare Spitfire and I cannot wait to have it in 
my hands. Much more news in TMMI soon! l

A few specs courtesy of the manufacturer:
- 117 injection moulded parts to build a mid-

production Spitfire Mk.Ia (in the N & P serial 
number range)

- Designed and engineered for accuracy, ease of 
assembly and detail

- No complicated engine & engine bay assembly or 
photo-etched metal parts

- Optional open/closed cockpit doors
- Optional open/closed canopies
- Optional 'metal' pilot's seats with and without 

moulded on harness details
- Positionable rudder, elevators and ailerons
- DeHavilland 5/29a & Rotol RX5/1 propellers
- High-quality Cartograf decals for three colour 

schemes including N3180 54 Sqn KL-B "Kiwi", 
Alan Deere, May 1940. The remaining three to be 
confirmed.

Future releases will include:
- Early production (K & L serial numbers) with 

thirty-one additional parts including engine 
cowlings, exhausts, fuel tank, canopies, instrument 
panel

- Late production (R, X & AR serial numbers) 
with fifteen additional parts including foot pedals, 
'plastic' seat, hydraulic undercarriage retraction, 
instrument panel

Subscribe to Tamiya Model Magazine now:
www.doolittlemedia.com See you next month
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