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IN BRIEF...

TAMIYA

- 1:32 Mini4WD Ray Spear (VZ) 
- 1:32 Mini4WD Ignicion 
- 1:32 Mini4WD Hyper-Dash 3 Motor J-CUP 2021
- 1:32 Mini4WDHyper-Dash Motor PRO J-CUP 2021
- 1:32 Mini4WD Dash-1 Emperor (Type 3) Special Kit
- 1:32 Mini4WDDash-01 Super Emperor Special Kit
- 1:32 Mini4WD Dash-001 Great Emperor Special Kit
- Tamiya Mug (Racing Mini 4WD/Blue)
- 1:10 RC X-SA Grasshopper
- 1:12 RC X-SA Midnight Pumpkin
- 1:10 RC 1996 Porsche 911 GT1 Street (TA03R-S) 
- 1:10 RC Plasma Edge II Gun Metal (TT-02B)
- 1:14 RC Accessory Set For Truck (cones and tools)
hobbyco.net

LIVE RESIN 

- 1:35 Arbalet-DM RCWS module with 23-mm AP-23 automatic gun
- 1:35 Russian Army APC driver or commander in modern infantry 

combat gear
- 1:35 Russian Army armoured vehicle or truck driver in modern 

infantry combat gear 
live-resin.com

REVELL

- 1:72 Lockheed Martin F-16D Tigermeet 2014
- 1:32 MS Fieseler Fi103 A-B (V1)
- 1:72 MS British Legends Sea Vixen FAW 2 70 Years
- 1:50 Model Set Viking Ship
- 1:146 Model Set USS Constitution
revell.de

TRUMPETER/HOBBYBOSS

- 1:48 Soviet La-11 Fang 
- 1:35 Romanian TACAM T-60 
- 1:35 German Pz.BeobWg V Ausf.A
- 1:72 Russian BM-21 Grad Multiple Rocket Launcher
- 1:35 LKW 7t dump truck
- 1:35 German Sd.Kfz.171 Panther Ausf.G - Early 

Version
- 1:35 P-40/1S12 Long Track S-band acquisition radar
- 1:350 HMS Colombo 
- 1:35 M1120 HEMTT Load Handing System (LHS)
- 1:144 Xian H-6K Bomber
- 1:35 L4500A mit 3.7cm Flak 37
pocketbond.co.uk
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ZVEZDA

- Soviet mountain infantry WWII 1/35 
- Hansa Kogge (Cog) Medieval ship 1/72 
hobbyco.net

NEW FROM TAMIYA 
1:12 Brabham BT44B 
Great news for fans of Tamiya's 1:12 Big Scale Series 

because the handsome 1975 Martini Brabham BT44B is 

on its way back, complete with photo-etched details and 

Cartograf decals. A stunning kit of a classic '70s F1 car

www.hobbyco.net www.tamiya.com

NEW FROM TAMIYA 
1:35 German Tank 
Panzerkampfwagen IV Ausf. G
Here is the box-top artwork of the 

forthcoming Pz.IV Ausf.F. Decals for North 

African and Eastern Fronts included.

www.hobbyco.net www.tamiya.com

NEW FROM TAMIYA 
1:10 RC Mercedes-Benz Unimog 406 Series U900
Based on the CC-02 chassis, this kit of the utilitarian 

Unimog 406 truck comes with a polycarbonate body, pre-

painted in PS-32 Corsa Grey with lower body sections in 

black, plus pre-cut body/wheel arches.

www.hobbyco.net www.tamiya.com

NEW FROM ITALERI 
1:12 Lancia Delta HF Integrale
The Lancia Delta HF Integrale 16V in 

1:12 is coming to model shops soon!

www.hobbyco.net

COMING SOON FROM REVELL 
1:9 Kübelwagen Typ 82 Platinum Edition
The large scale 1:9 Kübelwagen Typ 82 is on its 

way back courtesy of Revell and it will come with 

photo-etched parts plus real wood 'duckboards' 

for the floor! www.revell.de

COMING SOON LIVE RESIN 
1:35 Russian Army soldiers
On the way from Live Resin of Russia are set of 1:35 

figures depicting modern-era Russian Army soldiers to 

populate the cabin and rooftop of the vast Typhoon-K and 

Typhoon-VDV APC kits. Expect high levels of detail and 

great poses. www.live-resin.com
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COMING SOON FROM EDUARD
•	Brassin	1:48	Dornier	Do-17Z	

Bomber	LööK
•	Brassin	1:48	Messerschmitt	

Bf-110G-4	gun	muzzles
•	Brassin	1:48	Supermarine	Spitfire	

Mk.IIb	gun	bays
•	Brassin	Brassin	1:48	AGM-62	

Walleye	I	Mk.I
•	Brassin	1:48	Ilyushin	Il-2	Stormovik	

exhaust	stacks
•	Brassin	1:72	R-27T/T1	/	AA-10	

Alamo-B
www.creativemodels.co.uk 

www.eduard.com
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NEW FROM REVELL 
1:400 RMS Titanic Technik
The	RMS	Titanic	joins	Revell's	'Technik'	
series	and	will	come	with	LED	lights	for	
the	interior	and	even	sound	effects!
www.revell.de

NEW FROM ZVEZDA
New plastic kit releases
On	the	way	soon:	Mil	Mi-24P	
Hind	F	(1:48),	L4500	R	Maultier	
German	heavy	halftrack	WWII	
(1:35),	SU-122	Soviet	SPG	(1:100)	
and	the	Koalitsiya	Russian	self	
propelled	howitzer	(1:72)
www.hobbyco.net 

COMING SOON FROM WINGSY KITS  - 1:48 early Emil 
A	new-tool	Messerschmitt	Bf109E	'Emil'	is	on	its	way	from	this	
Ukrainian	manufacturer.	Expect	masses	of	fine	detail
www.wingsykits.com

COMING SOON FROM SCALE 
TAKOM - Naval gun turrets
This	series	of	gun	turrets	depicting	
famous	and	interesting	naval	vessels	
from	Takom	is	gaining	traction,	the	
latest	being	the	'Bruno'	(B)	turret	of	the	
Bismarck	battleship	
and	a	main	turret	
from	the	IJN	Yamato	
battleship,	both	in	1:72.	
In	1:35	we	have	an	
SA-N-7	and/or	SA-N-12	
turret	from	a	Russian	
Navy	warship.
www.pocketbond.co.uk

COMING SOON FROM SCALE MOTORSPORT 
1:24 McLaren Senna carbon-fibre decals
Tamiya's	stunning	
1:24	Senna	kit	is	soon	
to	be	complimented	
by	a	set	of	carbon-
fibre	effect	
waterslide	decals	to	
replicate	the	exposed	
weave	of	the	composite	on	its	interior	and	exterior	
surfaces.	Expect	over	180	templated	decals!	
www.scalemotorsport.com

COMING SOON FROM 
HOBBYBOSS
New kit releases
On	the	way	soon	from	
Hobbyboss:	1:48	CH-47A	
Chinook,	1:35	T-80UD,	1:72	
Sam-2	Missile	with	Launcher	
Cabin,	1:48	F/A-18E	Super	Hornet
www.pocketbond.co.uk
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TAMIYA 1:12 SUZUKI RM250 MOTOCROSSER 1982 l KIT NO.14013

GLORIOUS MUD!
As an off-road biker himself, Jarek Rydzyński really appreciated the 

gift of Tamiya's now collectable 1:12 Suzuki RM250 Motocrosser! 

MUD,MUD,

T
he history of the Suzuki 
RM250 model began in 
1975 and continued with 
many upgrades until 2008. 

From the very beginning, the 
two-stroke, water-cooled machine 
was very popular in the world of 
off-road motorsport. Many factors 
contributed to the phenomenal 
off-road qualities and driving 
pleasure that the RM250 served 
to the driver every kilometre; 
durable construction, refined 
chassis, powerful engine. The 
advantages of this Suzuki cannot 
be expressed in one breath!

The Suzuki RM250 was 
equipped with a single-cylinder 
power unit with a displacement 
of 249cc. The two-stroke heart of 
the RM250 produces a maximum 
power of 55bhp and a maximum 
torque of 50Nm.

The Tamiya 1:12 Suzuki RM250 
kit (14013) was first launched in 
1983 and in 2014 it was reissued. 
The box changed, but I personally 
did not see the difference from 
the box of the first release. Today, 
this kit is a real gem and you can 
only get it on auction websites, 
the prices sometimes reaching 
cosmic levels! 

I received this model as a 
gift from a good friend of mine 
and, as an Enduro rider, I was 
very excited to have it! The box 
includes three sprues parts (black, 
yellow and chrome), two rubber 
tyres, two lengths of vinyl tubing, 
a bag with micro-screws, a shock 
absorber spring, a decal sheet and 
a micro screwdriver. The model 
has been designed in such a way 
that it can be finished without 
the use of paints, so it can be 
recommended to people who are 
starting their adventure with 
modelling. The actual motocross 
bikes are practically a frame 
with an engine, suspension, two 
wheels, seat, handlebars, a set of 
plastic mudguards and little else, 
so building a miniature practically 
takes one weekend and without 
painting, just a few hours! U 
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FULL-BUILD: OFF-ROAD MOTORCYCLE
TAMIYA 1:12 SUZUKI RM250 MOTOCROSSER 1982 l KIT NO.14013
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ASSEMBLY
I started the construction 
of the kit by trimming 
out all the parts from the 
sprues and scraping off the 
seams that were on some 
parts. One sprue of parts 
was plated with factory 
'chrome' and even though 
it was very nice and shiny, 
in real life there was no 
chrome on this bike, so I 
removed the finish from the 
parts by bathing them in 
domestic bleach, containing 
chlorine. You have to be very 
careful when working with 
strong chemicals such as 
bleach; remember to wear 

eye-protection and rubber 
gloves and ventilate the 
room well, because chlorine 
vapours are extremely 
poisonous. 

After about an hour of 
soaking the plastic, the 
chrome coating practically 
disappeared; here and there 
I had to help by removing 
the residual chrome with 
a Tamiya abrasive sponge. 
I then assembled the 
cleaned parts into larger 
components, such as 
wheels, engine, frame, front 
suspension, rear suspension, 
exhaust system. The sections 
prepared in this way were 

then ready for painting.
To begin with, I painted 

coated with Mr Surfacer 
1200 primer and left it 
to dry completely until 
the next day. The primer 
eliminates micro-scratches 
and imperfections formed 
during the preparation 
of components and also 
improves paint adhesion 
in the subsequent stages 
of painting. Sometimes it 
is only after the primer 
layer has dried that you can 
see imperfections so you 
can to make the necessary 
corrections. After the Mr 
Surfacer had dried, I had a 

perfect surface and was able 
to start painting. I painted 
the frame and seat black 
using Tamiya gloss black 
and the engine and exhaust 
system with Tamiya Rubber 
Black. The wheels and 
aluminium elements of the 
front and rear suspension 
were painted with AK 
Interactive Extreme Metal 
Aluminium and the rubber 
covers with Tamiya Rubber 
Black. Tamiya Yellow was 
used on the fuel tank, 
fenders, side covers and the 
shock absorber spring.

Construction starts by 
snipping all the components 
from their sprues and 
removing the mould seams 
that are present on most 
parts. The 'chrome' was 
removed by bathing the 
mouldings in bleach

The coolest thing 
in this kit are 
the rubber tyres 
that perfectly 
resemble the real 
things and even 
smell the same!

V 
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Usually, decals that are a little old 
(1983) can get damaged during 
their application, so the author 
had to be very careful during this 
stage. Fortunately, there were only 
a few markings to apply and the 
application process was painless

MARKINGS
The next step was to 
apply the decals. Usually, 
waterslide transfers that are 
a little old (this is a 1983 
model!), can be damaged 
during their application, so I 
had to be very careful during 

this stage. Fortunately, 
there were only a few 
'stickers to stick' and the 
application process was 
painless. I always use decal 
solution when working 
with waterslide decals, 
they improve the adhesion 

of decals and soften them, 
giving them more flexibility, 
so we can apply them to 
'difficult' surfaces.

After 24 hours, when the 
decals were dry, I secured 
them with Mr Color clear, 
remembering to paint the 

first layers of varnish in 
very thin layers at intervals 
of a few minutes and then 
apply a wet layer of varnish 
at the end. Such a painting 
technique will allow us to 
obtain a perfectly smooth 
and glossy coating!

“ I always use 
decal solution 

when working with 
waterslide decals, 
they improve the 

adhesion of decals 
and soften them, 
giving them more 

flexibility...
”

U 

Coupon code:
TMMI308
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DIRTY,  
OR CLEAN?
To create the 
illusion of three 
dimensions I 
applied Tamiya 
Panel Line 
Accent Color 
(black) to 
the wheels, 
swingarm, front 
suspension and 
handlebars. 
After drying, I 
removed any excess 
'wash with cotton 
swab moistened with 
Tamiya Enamel Thinners. 
I was then able to bring 
the finished components 
together. Some elements are 
connected by small screws, 
tightened with the included 
screwdriver. The coolest 
thing in this kit are the 
'rubber' tyres that perfectly 
resemble the real tyres; 
they even smell the same! It 
was a lot of fun to assemble 
this bike and all parts fit 
together perfectly.

I was wondering whether 
to leave the motorcycle 
perfectly clean, straight 
from the showroom, or add 
mud, which is the natural 
environment of this type 
of motorcycle. Finally, I 
decided on my second idea, 
that the motorcycle that has 
just finished a race! Mud 
simulation consisted mainly 
of AK Interactive and 
AMMO by Mig preparations. 
I used several colours of 
mud, dry and wet, as well 
as imitations of sandy dirt 
such as Damp Earth, Dark 
Mud, Dust Effect and Fresh 
Mud. I devoted most of the 
muddying-up attention 
to the formation of mud 
splashes on the mudguards 
and side panels, as well as 
to simulate dirt on the tyres. 
I also added scratches on 
the engine cover and frame 
abrasions in the area of the 
rider's feet.

Tamiya Panel Line Accent Color 
(black) to the wheels, swingarm, 
front suspension and steering 
wheel. After drying, the excess was 
removed with a Q-Tip moistened 
with Tamiya Enamel Thinner

Before the fuel-tank 
and seat have been 
fitted, we can see the 
lightweight design of 
the RM250's frame

Despite being nearly 
forty years old, Tamiya's 
1:12 Suzuki still looks 
superbly well detailed

V 

U 
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“Mud simulation 
consisted mainly 
of AK Interactive 

and AMMO by Mig 
preparations...

”
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CONCLUSION
Tamiya's 1:12 RM250 is 
something special. It can be 
built over the weekend, even 
without the use of paints, 
if you wish. Except for the 
seams on the edges of the 
moulds (which need to be 
removed), it fitted together 
like LEGO blocks. The vinyl 
hoses simulating the throttle 
and clutch lines seem too 
thick for me, but during the 
construction I didn't have 
anything thinner, so I used 
the ones from the kit. In 
my opinion, the weakest 
part of the kit is the wheels, 
which have fairly thick 
spokes that don't fit this 
scale and it's very difficult 
to get rid of the mould seam 
on them. The solution is 
to replace the spokes with 
metal ones. Despite the 
age of the Tamiya kit, the 
parts looked very good, the 
detail was good, the fit was 
excellent and there were 
practically no problems 
with the assembly of this 
miniature motorcycle. 
The Suzuki RM250 is a 
model that is dedicated to 

motorsport enthusiasts, but 
also to people who would 
like to start their adventure 
with the modelling world, 
provided that they can find 
it at a reasonable price. A 
true Tamiya classic! l

T E C H S P E C . . .

TAMIYA 1:12 SUZUKI RM250 

MOTOCROSSER 1982 KIT NO.14013

Materials:

Injection-moulded polystyrene, synthetic 

rubber tyres, vinyl tubing, metal shock 

absorber spring, micro screwdriver and 

screws, waterslide decals

Paints and pigments:

- Tamiya: X-1 Black (gloss), XF-85 Rubber 

Black, X-3 Yellow (gloss), Enamel Thinner, 

Tamiya Panel Line Accent Color

- Mr Surfacer: 1200 Primer

- Mr Color: Clear

- AK Interactive: Extreme Metal Aluminium, 

Damp Earth, Dark Mud, Dust Effect, Fresh 

Mud pigments

Availability:

This kit is now out of production; search in 

online auction sites.

Tamiya models, accessories, paints and 

materials are widely available from good 

model shops and online. UK import and 

distribution by The Hobby Company Limited; 

www.hobbyco.net

The author used several shades of 'mud' 
(AK Interactive Damp Earth, Dark Mud, 
Dust Effect, Fresh Mud pigments) applied 
both dry and wet, to realistically simulate 
the bike's coating of dirt

V 
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CAMPING 
IT UP AND 
SLAMMING 
IT DOWN
Kris Hoekstra lowers 
Revell's 1:24 VW T1 
Camper and gives it 
a custom paint job 
courtesy of Zero Paints...

I
t should no longer come as a 
surprise to most readers and people 
who know me personally that I am 
always crazy about the T1 'split 

bus' (or rather the T2 bus, since a 
Beetle should be seen as T1). In the 
meantime, Revell has already released 
several kits of this van and in several 
versions of which I have already built 
two. That is why I feel privileged to 
be able to build the latest version for 
publication. The kit was received in 
good order by mail and my hands were 
itching to start right away!

THE KIT

When I opened the model, my heart 
sank again. As most modellers know, 
Revell always uses those clumsy boxes 
without lids. That wouldn't be so bad 
for a simple kit, but here we have 
189 parts and this quantity is way 
too much for this size box. Almost all 
sprues were bent and essential parts 
for the body were bent as a result! I 
have no idea how at Revell they pack 
all these frames in, because there was 
no way I could get them back inside 
the kit box (photos 1, 2).

For a moment I thought I had gotten 
a 'Monday morning' model, but through 
Facebook I found out that I was not the 
only one with this problem. I think this 
is very bad, also given the sales price 
of +/- €35. Fortunately, I was able to 
order new mouldings via the contact 
form. I'm afraid this will cost Revell a 
lot of money. Using a larger box would 
have been the solution.

Anyway the box is well stocked with 
detailed parts. I immediately noticed 
that a large number of the parts are 
for other versions or that they are 
optional. That is why I firstly located 
all the parts that I do not need, to keep 
things a bit more organized. Plans 
were also made with an original colour 
combination and different rims. U 
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MODIFICATIONS
Although Revell's VW T1 kits are 
very detailed and contain many 
parts, I am always a bit hesitant 
about these models. Now that I have 
already built several versions of this 
kit, I know that the fit of all loose 
body parts can be less than perfect. 
To start with, I therefore started 
dry-fitting the parts (photo 3). To be 
honest, I was completely amazed that 
everything actually fitted so well. 
Or was this a case of the ‘calm 
before the storm’?

Since I was going to use other 
rims and want to lower the 
suspension, I had to adjust a few 
things. I prefer to do this in the 
initial phases so that I would not 
have to come close to a freshly 
sprayed body with a saw, file and 
Dremel. First of all I assembled 
the chassis as described in the 
instructions. Then I fitted the new 
rims (Porsche Fuchs wheels from 
a Fujimi kit) to see where I might 
run into problems. In this case I had 
nothing to glue the rims to and the 
original ride height was too high. 

I proceeded as follows; The 
original suspension was stripped 
of all protrusions and filed flat. I 
glued a piece of flat plastic plate 
on top as a filler. The brake drums 
were slightly modified and a wider 
tube was glued to it. These were 
glued into the rims later. The wheel 
arches were also partly cut away to 
make room, this way you can glue 
the rims in any desired height. The 
rear was adjusted in the same way 
(photos 4, 5, 6, 7, 8).

Now that the chassis had been 
adjusted, parts of the interior must 
also be reworked. The tyres now 
protruded too far up through the 
wheel arches, so that the bottom 
plate of the interior no longer fitted. 
Here too it was sawn away a bit so 
that the tyres could come through. 
This part was then filled up again 
with a plastic plate and sealed 
(photo 9).

Now the problem arisen that 
the sofa/chairs no longer fitted. 
According to the instructions there 
would normally be a sofa, but from 
an earlier project I had two seats 
left that I was now going to use. The 
seats were also slightly adjusted so 
that they fitted exactly to the arc of 
the wheel arch. At the back, some 
things were cut away and nothing 
else needed to be adjusted, because 
this would no longer be visible once 
the model was finished (photo 10).

Now that I was already chopping 
and sawing, I also adjusted the front 
and rear bumpers. There are two 
types of bumpers to choose from in 
the kit. The deluxe version that I 
used was stripped of detailing and 
smoothed for a cleaner look  
(photos 11, 12).

14

15

16

17

13

V 

U 
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SPRAYING PROCESS
Spraying the body is quite a job in 
itself. Because the interior is also 
visible on the inside of the parts, 
you will have to mask a lot. Via the 
internet I came across a VW bus in a 
special colour combination that really 
appealed to me. Firstly, all parts were 
thoroughly sanded so that the Zero 
Paints grey primer would adhere well 
(photo 13).

Then the first colour was VW Sand 
Green from Zero Paints. After a 
few layers everything was nice and 
opaque and I let it dry well to tape up 
the parts for the second colour, to be 
applied the next day (photo 14).

This was become a mix of Panama 
Beige and Creme White. My wife had 
to come to the rescue to make the 
colour look like the example, as I am 
colour blind myself (photo 15). After a 
number of tests, the colour was found 
to be good and the parts were painted. 
Now that the paints were on, I still 
missed something. In the example, the 
dividing line between the colours was 
interrupted by a chrome/black piping. 
Unfortunately these decals are not 
included in the kit, but luckily I had a 
spare decal set left over from another 
Revell T1 Samba bus.

After applying this, it was time for the 
clear coat. This time I use the 2K paint 
from Gravity Colors from Spain (photo 
16). The varnish was prepared in the 
ratio of 1:1:3 and sprayed with a 0.6mm 
needle at a pressure of 1.8bar. The gloss 
coat sprayed fine and tight, and after 
three coats I was satisfied. I also didn't 
want to spray too much paint and I 
avoided the edges as much as possible so 
as not to disrupt the fit too much.

Although most parts had a smooth 
paint job, some dust had accumulated 
in the roof, a side panel and a door. 
Because they were very small, I left it 
that way. But after a few days I started 
to get more and more irritated. This 
just had to be sanded out and polished! 
The sanding process started with 
4,000-grit until the dust was sanded 
away. Then the sanding scratches were 
reduced as much as possible with 6,000 
and 8,000-grit papers.

Then, polishing paste from Menzerna 
was used in combination with a Dremel 
and mini polishing pads (photo 17). 
The polishing set goes from coarse 
to fine and after carefully following 
these steps, you will be left with a 
layer of lacquer so reflective you can 
comb your hair in it. It is always a 
time-consuming job, especially with so 
many separate parts, but the result is 
always worth it.

THE INTERIOR
Now it was the turn of the interior. 
As mentioned, the insides of the body 
panels are also directly the interior. 
I first masked off all the shiny parts 
that were painted in body colour (both 
inside and outside) and then sprayed 
with a beige colour from Vallejo. The 
seats were also painted. 
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The camper interior contains many 
parts that need to be finished in a wood 
colour. For a moment I thought about 
spraying them in high-gloss white for 
a modern look, but that idea was soon 
dropped. Instead, I painted everything 
in a wood-look with a brush. I had 
never tried something like this before 
but I had read how to simulate it in a 
simple way. 

The parts were painted with Vallejo 
Light Brown, then a mix made of Light 
Brown with Dark Yellow was made and 
highlights were applied with an old 
brush. When this was dry I also added 
highlights with Tamiya Red Brown to 
mimic the grain in the wood. Then the 
decals were applied and everything 
sprayed in a satin finish. For the first 
time in a while, I was very satisfied 
with the result (photos 18, 19).

Now it was time for the other interior 
parts. I sprayed the cushions and 
curtains in the same beige colour as 
the rest. I thought that the beautiful 
decals (supplied) would be transparent 
and the underlying colour would show 
through. This was really not the case, 
but the result was equally attractive. 
The decals for the curtains were well 
lubricated with decal softener to make 
everything flow nicely into the curves. 
After this, everything was sprayed in a 
matt clear coat (photo 20). The floor in 

the interior was provided with a wood 
decal that I had left over from a pickup 
truck. I actually wanted to use real 
wood here, but I didn't have the right 
material available. The beautiful decals 
give the interior a retro character and 
all kinds of extra accessories for extra 
decoration were placed inside and I 
love the look of it!

The loose parts for the interior were 
now fitted and it was then time to glue 
the body panels together, so that the 
rest of the interior forms a whole. The 
fit was fine and the cabin was already 
taking shape. The tables and sink 
were painted satin white and installed. 
Although I already liked the cabin 
very much, it was still missing some 
decoration. From Scale Production, 
Mr. Model and some printed stuff, the 
interior was decorated (photos 21 to 
24). The doors were also opened to be 
able to see everything properly.

THE FINAL WORK
The kit also includes an engine block 
which is visible behind the engine 
cover. I added some spark plug wires 
to this but otherwise did not pay too 
much attention to it (photo 25). The 
chassis was painted matt black and 
the engine details touched in. This 
was given a colour-wash with Tamiya 
Panel Line Accent Color to create some 

depth in all grooves. Now I came to the 
next problem; the windows, especially 
the side windows. I didn't like them as 
they have a metal border around them, 
but luckily I still had extra windows 
from another T1 kit. But, I soon found 
out that they don't fit, so in the end I 
used the original windows from the kit. 
Here you have the option to use the 
ventilation windows open or closed. I 
used a mixture of both.

A very nice addition to the kit are 
the well-known safari windows at the 
front and here too, you can choose open 
or closed. The edges of all windows 
were painted black and the metal 
edges finished with a Molotov Chrome 
marker pen. Then everything was 
glued together and the dashboard and 
steering wheel also fitted in the front 
panel. The windows were installed and 
the front panel given its body-colour 
dashboard (Photo 28).

The Fuchs wheels were also painted 
in the body colour and the overlapping 
parts were tapped with chrome paint 
for a polished look. The roof rack was 
treated with chrome from the Molotow 
pen and the wooden planks were 
painted in the same way as the interior 
cabinets. Finally, the hood on the roof 
was painted and assembled. Here 
too you can choose to fold it out or to 
mount it closed.
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This budget-priced pack is aimed at the Mini4WD crowd, providing sidecutters 

and a crosshead screwdriver for basic assembly tasks when building one of 

the wonderful AA battery-powered track racers. The set also makes a excellent 

starter pack for modellers getting going in the hobby too, the ‘cutters being of 

high enough quality to neatly cut scale model parts.

Mini Review...

TAMIYA MINI 4WD TOOLS SIDE 
CUTTERS + SCREWDRIVER (74158)
www.tamiya.com www.hobbyco.net
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CONCLUSION
Now that the model is finished, I am 
very happy to add a T1 bus to my 
growing collection. I had a lot of fun with 
this kit and personally, I think this is the 
nicest version of the series of vans that 
Revell has released. The basis derives 
from the first release and something 
extra has been added every time.

Many parts in this kit will not be 
needed but they will come in handy for 
your next van. The fit leaves something 
to be desired, but as long as you glue 
the doors in the open position, this 
is hardly noticeable and you can also 
admire the detailed interior. Revell 
has planned another version for 2021, 
so I can't wait to build this one too! 
Hopefully Revell will learn from the 
packaging error. l

T E C H S P E C . . .

REVELL 1:24 VW T1 CAMPER KIT NO.07674

Materials:

Injection-moulded polystyrene, soft vinyl tyres, waterslide decals

Paints used:

- Zero Paints: VW Sand Green, Panama Beige, Creme White

- Gravity Colors: 2K clear coat

- Vallejo Acrylics: Light Brown

- Tamiya Acrylics: Red Brown

Accessories used:

Fujimi: Porsche Fuchs wheels from a kit

Availability:

- Revell models are widely available from good model shops 

and online. www.revell.de/en

- Zero Paints are available online from; www.hiroboy.com

V 



Model b
y Je

remy M
oore

Model by Wayne Hui

Get Creative!
Hobbyboss, Vallejo, Model Master, Miniart, Master box, aK 
interactiVe, MiG Productions, Plus Model and Many More...

unit 6-10, Honeysome ind est., Honeysome road, chatteris, cambs. Pe16 6tG

www.creativemodels.co.uk  tel: +44(0)1354 760022

www.creativemodels.co.uk



FULL-BUILD: COLD WAR AVIATION
TAMIYA 1:48 MCDONNELL DOUGLAS F-4B PHANTOM II l KIT NO.61121

24 June 2021 TMMI 308

 OLD NICK 201: 

THAT'S THE SPIRIT!
Spencer Pollard takes a detailed look at 
the brand-new 1:48 McDonnell Douglas 
F-4B Phantom II from Tamiya
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Y
ou might be forgiven 
for thinking that the 
world is hardly crying 
out for another F-4 kit 

and I have some sympathy 
with that viewpoint. Tamiya 
though, evidently feel that 
now is the time to set their 
stall out with what looks 
to the first in a family of 
Phantom variants and as 
you might imagine, they 
have done so in some style. 
Highly detailed, moulded 
with a degree of finesse that 
almost impossible to take 
in, Tamiya’s latest box of 
tricks may well be the last 
word on this aircraft in this 
scale; well, for now at least. 
But let’s not get ahead of 
ourselves. What can you 
expect from this kit when it 
finally lands on your local 
model shop shelves, some 
time in June of this year?

If you built 
Tamiya’s 
F-14, you will 
be somewhat 
prepared for 
what you will 
find in their 
Phantom box. 
Moulded in their 
now family pale 
grey plastic, the 
contents offer a 
superb collection 
of parts that 
combine to create 
a wonderful model of this 
classic Cold-War jet, in a 
way that makes this albeit 
expensive package, little 
more than a beginner’s kit 
in terms of complexity and 
assembly, if not painting 
and decalling, as we will see 
as this extended appraisal, 
progresses. Sure, there are 
lots of parts in evidence, but 
the way that the aircraft 
is broken down and the 
tolerance between this 
individual components, 
makes assembly child’s play. 
But then, it’s a Tamiya kit; 
when is that ever not the 
case?

Assembly began with some 
of the large parts. Here is the 
central wing spar onto which 
are assembled the main gear 

bays. This part stiffens the 
wing and when combined 

with the fuselage, creates a 
strong, stable airframe

The lower wing panel is a 
large and complex moulding. 
Surface detail is superb

All of the holes for 
items such as pylons 
and antennae are 
flashed over, so need 
to be opened up for 
use. The instructions 
are explicit here, so 
their guidance can be 
followed to the letter

The odd fuselage breakdown 
allows multiple variants to be 
created without having to tool 
entirely new parts. The separate 
nose allows for the inclusion of 
a navy refuelling probe set-up

The interior walls 
are a mix of grey 
and black, so some 
masking is in order... ...As is it around the rear cockpit. Though you can 

hand-paint these areas. I find that masking and 
airbrushing creates a neater finish

U 
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The inside of the jet pipes are a pale green 
colour, here, replicated with Tamiya XF-71 
Cockpit Green. These parts are identical 
in the kit, the mounting rods seen on the 
left-hand part being removed from the other 
half prior to use. Simple and elegant

Once assembled, the cockpit 
interior parts were base-coated 
with Tamiya XF-19 Sky Grey

The engine fan and afterburner details were 
fun to paint, Tamiya’s LP range of metallics 
being particularly useful during this step

With their base-coats dry, 
the cockpit bulkheads were 
weathered with a thin wash, 
mixed from raw umber oil 
paint and Humbrol Flat Black, 
thinned with a 50/50 mix of 
white spirit and Humbrol 
enamel thinners

The same 'wash was used 
around the rear cockpit 
‘walls’. Note the details, 
accentuated with the 
sprayed layers seen earlier 
and hand-painted details 
finished with enamels

The side consoles 
and instrument 

panel are beautifully 
detailed and repay careful 

painting. Instrument decals, 
supplied in the kit, help to decorate 

the dials, Mr. Mark Softer being used to 
help the decal set down over the fine detail. 

Note the detail on the consoles, accentuated in this 
case using drybrushed layers of Humbrol Blue Grey, 

lightened with Titanium White oil paint.

The completely painted cockpit interior, ready for installation

As with the interior of the cockpit, the detail 
inside the jet pipes was accentuated with washes 
–– a waste of time as it turned out, as almost none 
of this could be seen within the completed model!

Jet pipes, 
assembled, 
ready for use!
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS
Breakdown is conventional 
in the main, with very little 
that feels overly ground-
breaking. Indeed, having 
built many of the recently-
released Phantom kits, much 
seems very familiar, with 
items such as a separate 
spine panel, one-part lower 
wings, separate wing tips 
and a complex, drop-in area 
around the jet-pipes, all 
being seen before. But dig 
deeper and you will find 
ideas that look familiar, 
but are a twist on that seen 
elsewhere...

One of those concerns the 
way that the folded outer 
wings are dealt with. In 
recent kits, they’ve been 
replicated thanks to small 
‘hinges’ that slot into the 
inner and outer wings. This 
has caused a compromise 
of sorts in that the breaks 
across the joint tend to fall 
on the piano hinges and 
that causes them to look to 
be separate parts, rather 
than intermeshed features. 
Here, Tamiya offer large 
plates that include complete 
hinges, those plates being 
extended around 15mm 
either side of the joints to 
fall on natural panel lines. 
Not only is that important 
detail preserved, the 
joints are super-strong, 
irrespective of outer wing 
position.

Idea number two, concerns 
the creation of the fuselage. 
Tamiya obviously have a US 
Air Force variant in mind, 
because of the way that they 
have split the fuselage, or 
rather, the way that they 
have split one half of the 
fuselage. Navy and airforce 
jets differ in the position 
of their refuelling probes/
receptacles, the Navy using 
the probe under the cockpit, 
the Air Force the receptacle 
on the spine. This is dealt 
with here thanks to the use 
of a variant-specific panel 
over the spine and then a 
separate nose that is broken 
from behind the cockpit to 
the radome that takes care 
of the probe bay that sits 
to starboard the side of the 
rear cockpit. This means 
that Tamiya can now create 
variants at will, without 
having to tool an entirely 
new fuselage, all of the 
smaller panel changes being 
taken care of with smaller 
inserts. And then for any Air 
Force variants such at the 
F-4C, a new spine panel. 

The major cockpit components have been brought together, Tamiya Extra Thin Cement being used to hold the 
parts in place

The nose gear bay is a flat-pack design that can be painted whilst the parts are separate, weathered and then 
brought together. The finish is little more than Tamiya XF-2 Flat White degraded with a very thin wash of raw 
umber. Details were picked out with Humbrol enamels

The cockpit has been mounted onto the gear bay, the latter forming part of an extended plate that both holds 
everything in place within the fuselage, but also acts as a spacer to ensure perfect alignment

V 

U 
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Above left: The completed gear bay is well-detailed, clever design aiding in the location of the undercarriage leg, further down the line
Above right: In this shot you can see some of the ideas that Tamiya have incorporated into the kit’s design to aid in assembly and alignment. These include 
that large box-like structure that mates with a similar one of the other fuselage halve to create a super-strong joint. Also, there’s the mounting beam that 
form part of the undercarriage and cockpit sub-assembly that both holds it in place, as well as ensuring that the fuselage halves don’t compress once joined 
to the wings. The cockpit will hold in place without glue

Jet pipe subassembly, now in place. Note the use of another mounting 
beam to the front of this part and how securely it holds everything where 
it needs to be

The detail that sits under the pressure-relief and cooling doors either side 
of the centreline tank is superbly executed. Colour here is overall metal to 
reflect the construction of the engines that this detail represents

The kit offers the 
choice of folded 
outer wings...

...or ones that 
are in their 
spread position

You can see here one of the large plates (in this case for the spread outer wing) that 
both hold the outer wing panels in place, but also ensures that the piano hinge detail 
is fully maintained. As the part fits along natural panel lines, it simply looks to be part 
of the main wing structure, once in place
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Idea three deals with the 
fin and its need to replicate 
variant-specific features. 
Again, this part will allow 
different sub-types to be 
replicated, thanks to a 
separate fin cap, but also the 
extraordinarily effective way 
that Tamiya has got to grips 
with the ram air inlet at the 
base of the fin. Appearing in 
different patterns across the 
service life of the Phantom, 
Tamiya has included two 
different intakes, one on each 
of the fin halves. In order 
to be correct for the variant 
modelled, you simply cut off 
the one that is not needed 
and then glue the halves 
together. Result? Multiple 
variants with no need for an 
additional part, or reworked 
fin halves. Genius!

The final idea concerns 
the cockpit canopies and 
windscreen. Taking the latter 
first, we’ve seen how Tamiya 
like to include part of the 
upper nose as part of the 
windscreen in their kits, that 
being done in the F-14 kit, so 
it is perhaps not a surprise to 
see it being once again used 
here. What is not so familiar, 
is the way that they have 
dealt with the three-part 
clamshell canopies.

You have options in the kit 
to have the canopies closed 
or open, the former thanks to 
a full-length part, the latter, 
possible through the use of 
three glazed components. In 
both cases, the upper surface 
of the canopies will need to 
be smoothed over to remove 
an almost imperceptible 
seam line that allows the 
blown shape of the glazing 
to be replicated. Though I 
really don’t enjoy this task, it 
was made easy thanks to the 
delicacy of the line and the 
use of Micro-Mesh polishing 
sponges, all of ten minutes 
being needed to complete 
the job. Having done that, 
you can admire the way that 
Tamiya deal with the open 
canopies. 

In almost every other 
Phantom kit I can think 
of, the canopies are joined 
to the central part of the 
canopy and the rear hump 
on the fuselage spine, 
with nothing more than 
the delicate hinges that 
interlock into slots in each 
fixed piece. Here, the job 
is made easier because 
not only do Tamiya supply 
large hinged plates that 
are glued between each of 
the fixed sections and the 

The kit supplies masks for the canopies and 
windscreen, the longer, single-part, closed 
canopy being seen in this shot

As with all Tamiya kits that contain 
masks, each one needs to be carefully 
cut out, a very simple job when using a 
sharp scalpel blade and steel ruler

The tailplanes 
are moulded in 
one piece, needing 
only to be painted prior to 
use. A mixture of Tamiya LP 
metallics and Mr. Hobby acrylics 
and lacquers were used to advantage 
here: Mr Hobby H316 FS17875 White for 
the tailplanes, C327 FS11136 Red for the 
trim and then Tamiya LP-11 Silver, Mr Color 
SM203 Super Iron 2 and MC214 Dark Iron 
for the darker panels. The jet pipes were 
painted in the latter and then buffed to 
create a very realistic, burnt metal finish

The intakes in place. Note the fit and how smooth the 
lines are here. Though the model looks to be painted in 
this shot, issues with the paint when it came to decalling 
forced a repaint of the model and the use of paints from 
Gunze Sangyo rather than the Tamiya colours used here

As with their F-14 Tomcat, Tamiya has incorporated 
a large portion of the upper nose as part of the 
windscreen to ensure a perfectly smooth joint. 
Here it is being test-fitted on top of the nose

Thanks to their fit, the intakes can be 
assembled and almost fully painted before 
fitting them in place. Here that has been 
done, albeit with a different paint that was, 
as the project progressed, replaced with 
something else...

The intake tunnels are full length. Though split 
in half, the seams within each one are almost 
invisible within the completed model. Interior 
colour here is once again, XF-2 Flat White

V 
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After being unable to gloss the LP paints 
that I had originally used, the model was 
stripped and then repainted with Mr Hobby 
H315 (FS16440) Light Gull Gray over the 
upper surfaces and H316 (FS17875) White 
for the undersides. The red trim was the 
same Mr Hobby C327 (FS11136) Red that 
was used for the tailplanes

Though it looks to be fixed in place in this shot, 
the fin was kept separate for final painting and 

decalling. In fact, it is still not glued on to the 
completed model, the friction between it and the 

large tab that forms part of the upper fuselage, 
being enough to hold it in place

Above left: Having degraded the basic Gull Gray/White finish, everything was sprayed with several layers of 
Mr Hobby GX Gloss Clear in readiness for the decals
Above right: As with previous models, a faded and worn finish was achieved by using FX Texture Templates 
from The Airbrush Company. Very thin layers of lighter and darker shades were carefully sprayed through to 
temples, each being continuously moved to create the haphazard effect seen here

The basic colours used to paint the model. Both of these colours were thinned around 50/50 with Mr. Hobby 
Leveling Thinner and sprayed on using an Iwata HP-CH airbrush at around 25psi
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The model has been completely 
decalled and then everything 

sealed in with several thin layers 
of GS GX Flat Clear. Though the 

model looked attractive at this 
point and needed little more than 
a wash around the panel lines to 

complete, a decision was made to 
push things just a little further...
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canopies, those fixed items 
are separate, thus allowing 
the completed sub-assembly 
to be glued in place, in one 
go. The images show this 
in action, a simple picture 
being more succinct than 
my rather convoluted 
explanation! It’s a novel 
way to create strength, but 
also elegant enough that 
you don’t notice the slightly 
bulkier hinges.

DETAILS, DETAILS…
As you might imagine, 
detail is superb, both in 
terms of finer features 
and that represents the 
aircraft’s panels and other 
constructional elements.

We begin with the 
cockpit. Here, the layout 
of the 'Bravo' model is well 
replicated, the rather Heath 
Robinson look of the real 
aircraft being present and 
correct. Highlights include 
the instrument panels and 
side consoles, paint and 
decals combining to create 
highly detailed features that 
will look great to anyone 
keen to take a peep inside 
the completed cockpit.

The rear cockpit is 
perhaps the highlight, the 
layout of this navalised 
variant being almost perfect 
with its recognisable lack of 
side consoles 
and in this 
case, two 
different 
instrument 
panels that 
define – 
presumably 
– early and 
late, ‘Bravo’ 
jets. Similar 
comments 
apply to 
the Martin 
Baker Mk.7 
ejection seats, 
these being 
some of the 
most detailed I’ve seen 
in this scale. No straps I 
am afraid, at least not in 
terms of solid features, 
these being supplied as in 
previous Tamiya aircraft 
kits, as decals that work to a 
fashion.

For this build, I gave 
them a go, but really didn’t 
like the results, so reverted 
back to my initial plan and 
used the excellent pilot 
and RIO (Radar Intercept 
Officer) figures. These are 
really lovely little additions, 
looking superb once painted 
and decalled, especially 

The ‘Sundowners’ distinctive 
tail markings were far from 
easy to apply, the complex 

nature of the design, the 
single-part decals and the need 

to have them settle down over 
a lot of detail adding to the 

complexity of the task. Having 
managed to get the decals 

in place on both sides of the 
fin, considerable time was 

spent touching up the areas of 
decal where they hadn’t joined 
properly. This was particularly 

so with the red stripes, Mr 
Hobby C327 (FS11136) Red 

being a perfect match for the 
colour used by Tamiya on their 

decal sheet. Once happy with 
the corrections, the whole fin 
was sealed-in with a layer of 

Mr Hobby GX Flat Clear

The setting solutions used to settle 
the decals down over the surface 
detail on this model, especially 
those applied to the tail fin

The two GX Clear coats that were used for the model: 
Clear Gloss prior to decalling, Clear Flat to seal 

everything in. Both were airbrushed on having been 
thinned with around 60% Mr. Hobby Rapid Thinner

The kit’s ejection seats and figures are superb and both repay careful assembly and 
painting. Though I had considered building the seats and using the included decals 
for the straps, I wasn’t really happy with how they looked, so decided to add the 
figures as well. The crew are superb once painted, each adding not only life to the 
model, but also a wonderful splash of further colour thanks to those gloss yellow 
helmets, decorated with ‘Sundowners’ markings

V 

U 



FULL-BUILD: COLD WAR AVIATION
TAMIYA 1:48 MCDONNELL DOUGLAS F-4B PHANTOM II l KIT NO.61121

34 June 2021 TMMI 308

once you’ve applied the tiny 
markings to their helmets 
that define each of the three 
possible squadrons featured 
on the decal sheet.

As hinted at earlier, the 
surface detail continues on 
from that seen in previous 
kits such as the F-14 and 
P-38. Delicately incised 
lines replicate the most 
obvious panels and where 
needed, you’ll find equally 
unobtrusive rivets and 
other surface features. 
Unlike the large-scale 1:32 
kit, this one has not fallen 
foul of being based on a 
restored aircraft complete 
with non-prototypical repair 
patches, so fear not; they are 
noticeable by their absence. 
I mentioned earlier that 
separate panels are used 
to differentiate specific 
variants, so you will also be 
pleased to know that they 
fit perfectly, the merest 
hint of liquid cement being 
needed to create panels that 
look as if they are part of 
the fuselage halves, rather 
than individual components. 
Indeed, that’s a feature 
across the board; the fit is 
simply flawless…

COLOURS AND MARKINGS
Being an F-4B, the colour 
schemes are all the same, 
gloss Light Gull Grey over 
Gloss Insignia White, 
only the markings being 
different. The choices are as 
follows:
- F-4B Phantom II, VF-51 

“Screaming Eagles”, Wing 
Commander’s aircraft, 
USS Coral Sea, May 6th 
1972. The CAG aircraft 
for VF-51, the markings 
include the distinctive 
unit marking on the rear 
fuselage nicknamed “The 
Supersonic Can Opener”. 
This aircraft features a 

Though the kit includes a 
complete suite of missiles, 
AIM-7 Sparrow and AIM-9 
Sidewinder, as well as 
centreline and wing tanks, I 
chose a lighter load, which 
is more in keeping with other 
models that I’ve completed 
recently. Here, you can see 
the tanks, as well as two 
AIM-9G/H Sidewinders. 
All have been painted and 
weathered to match the finish 
on the rest of the model, 
stencilling decals adding that 
final layer of detail

As mentioned earlier, the jet 
pipes were painted with GX 
Mr. Metal Color Dark Iron 
and then polished with a soft 
cloth. The resulting finish is 
incredibly realistic!

Materials used to paint the 
tailplane’s metallic surfaces. The 
Tamiya X-19 Smoke was sprayed 
onto the metal through an FX 
Texture template to create the 
illusion of tarnished use

Here you can see the basic cockpit assembly in place within the 
nose of the model. Even at this stage, the detail looks complex, 
something that was further improved and completed with the 
addition of the seats, crew and finally, sill detail

Mr. Color C327 FS11136 Red was used to touch up areas of the 
fin where the decals hadn’t quite met. The match with the colour 
used by Tamiya on their decal sheet, is almost perfect

Having colour-washed all of the panel lines with a thin layer of raw umber oil paint and 
Humbrol Blue Grey 27 (thinned with a 50/50 solution of white spirit and Humbrol enamel 
thinners) further ‘dirt’ could be added. This was recreated using neat oil paints: raw 
umber, titanium white and Payne’s grey. Various shades were mixed and then almost 
drybrushed on, picking areas that seemed apparent in my reference shots. The trick here 
is to be a random as possible and not cover the model with dirt - less is definitely more!

V 
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full set of stencils, as well 
as the individual unit 
markings and national 
insignia.

- F-4B Phantom II, VF-111 
“Sundowners”, Squadron 
Leader’s aircraft, NAS 
Miramar, August 1972. 
This option replicates Lt. 
Gary Weigland and Lt. 
Bill Freckleton’s aircraft 
153019/NL, call-sign “Old 
Nick 201” after it was 
repainted after deployment 
to Vietnam. As such, it 
features only minimal 
stencils, a fact that is 
highlighted within the 
instructions. 

- F-4B Phantom II, 
VF-161 “Chargers”, Wing 
Commander’s aircraft, 
USS Midway, May 1972. 
Another CAG aircraft, this 
one features not only a full 
complement of stencils, 
also two kill markings 
representing two MiG-17s 
that were shot down on the 
23rd of May 1972.

Panels were further accentuated 
with Tamiya Smoke, thin layers 
being sprayed over masked panels 
until the finish looked nice and busy

Here is the tail after some of the panels had been masked and then sprayed 
with Smoke. Subtle, eh?

The exterior colours have been 
airbrushed onto the windscreen and 
then the central panel masked on 
the inside of the part and sprayed 
with Tamiya Clear Blue

Over the white undersides, the colour-washes need to be more 
subtle so were thinned with around 20% more thinners. If you 
can see it from the other side of the room, you’ve overdone it!

The airframe, painted, 
decalled and weathered. 
Time for final assembly!

U 
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The decal sheet is 
amazingly comprehensive, 
all of the major unit 
markings, national insignia 
and those stencils, being 
present and correct. It was 
pleasing to see that the sheet 
included anti-glare trim 
and that many of the small 
stencils were combined to 
create larger designs that 
were less time-consuming 
to apply that individual 
markings. If I was to be 
critical, it would concern 
the black striping that 
adorns the VF-161 jet. These 
feature the multicoloured 
‘USS Midway’ titles, so you 
are almost forced to use the 
complete decal.

Personally, I would have 
preferred to see those titles 
as marking in their own 
right so that I could mask 
and paint both anti-glare 
panel, cockpit trim, stripes 
and tail fin all in one go, to 
produce a consistent finish. 
I would still like to replicate 
that very famous ‘MiG Killer’ 
from this kit, so maybe 
next time I will see if that 
approach is possible, even 
with the decals as supplied…

The undercarriage is 
superbly detailed and very 
easy to assemble. The 
legs and door interiors 
were finished in flat white, 
with the exterior surfaces 
in the slightly more grey, 
Insignia White used 
elsewhere on the airframe. 
Tyres were painted in a 
very dark grey, this time 
using Vallejo acrylics 
thinned with water and 
then applied in several 
thin coats

With the undercarriage in place, the model 
can finally sit on its wheels and begin to 
give us an impression of how the model 
will look once finished. Note that no nose 
weight was needed in this model, the 
Phantom being nowhere near a tail-sitter

There really isn’t anything 
fancy or ground-breaking 
about this undercarriage 
leg, or the way that it 
joins with the gear bay; 
just a simple peg and 
socket joint keeping it 
perfectly in place with 
little more than a drop of 
Tamiya Extra Thin Liquid 
Cement. Note that the 
airbrake is also in place 
and that its inner face has 
been painted in red

The nose gear is 
similarly simple to 

install, as are the bay 
doors, large tab and 

socket joints ensuring 
strength and perfect 

alignment

V 

U 
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The tailplane is in place, along with the now assembled and painted jet pipes. The design of the mount for the tailplane allows for it to pivot, so you can 
position it as you see fit, poly caps and fishplates holding it in place at your chosen angle

The undersides are now 
complete, the tanks and 
inner pylons having now 
been glued in place

Though the US Navy often flew their Phantoms 
without the 370 US Gal tanks, I decided to use them 
under this model, having completed two previous 
builds without them. Note the weathering in this 
shot, both on the white tank, as well as the Gull 
Gray upper surface camouflage

The instrument coaming and sill are both separate 
parts that can be painted and then installed. 
These were painted with Tamiya LP-5 Semi Gloss 
Black, colour-washed with Humbrol 29 Dark Earth 
to add some dust and dirt and then drybrushed 
with Humbrol 33 Flat Black. A little rub-over with 
graphite powder added a final touch of realism

As mentioned in the introduction, the kit features 
large hinges that allow the open canopies to be 
fixed to the airframe structures before everything is 
glued in place. Not only does this create a stronger 
joint, it also allows the job to be completed with 
little risk of damage to the glazing or paintwork from 
stray adhesive. In this shot, the red trim has yet to 
be added to the central frame
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FINAL VERDICT
This is a superb new kit 
from Tamiya that will 
delight fans of this iconic 
aircraft. In choosing to 
replicate the Bravo variant, 
they have opened up the 
possibility for plenty of 
Vietnam-era squadrons 
and schemes, will no 
doubt further heighten its 
appeal. As mentioned in my 
introduction, there is little 
within the kit that is earth 
shattering, but enough that 
you can feel that this is 
Tamiya once again flexing 

their not inconsiderable 
muscles to create a kit that 
is completely user friendly, 
whilst at then same time 
having not compromised over 
anything of note. But more 
than that, it is a wonderfully 
fulfilling project that results 
in a stunning replica of this 
aircraft and when those two 
factors combine in any kit, 
you know that you are on 
to a winner. Is it the best 
Phantom kit currently on 
the market? I’ll leave you 
to be the judge of that, but 
having built all of its major 

competitors, I can only 
conclude that it is. When 
it arrives in June, it will 
be interesting to see how 

many other people share 
that belief. I can’t wait! 
Absolutely superb and highly 
recommended! l

T E C H S P E C . . .

TAMIYA 1:48 MCDONNELL DOUGLAS F-4B PHANTOM II KIT NO.61121

Materials:

Injection-moulded polystyrene, canopy masks, waterslide decals

Paints used:

- Mr Hobby: H316 (FS17875) White, H315 (FS16440) Light Gull Gray, C327 (FS11136) 

- Mr Color: Red, SM203 Super Iron 2, MC214 Dark Iron, GX Gloss Clear, GX Flat Clear

- Tamiya Lacquer Paints: LP-11 Silver, LP-5 Semi Gloss Black

- Tamiya Acrylic Paints: XF-71 Cockpit Green, XF-19 Sky Grey, XF-2 Flat White 

- Humbrol Enamel: 33 Matt Black, 79 Blue Grey, 29 Dark Earth

Equipment and materials used:

Iwata HP-CH airbrush, FX Texture templates, Tamiya Extra Thin Liquid Cement

Availability:

- Tamiya models, accessories, paints and materials are widely available from good model shops 

and online. UK import and distribution by The Hobby Company Limited; www.hobbyco.net

- Mr Color products are imported and distributed in the UK by Albion Hobbies  

www.albionhobbies.com

- Iwata, FX Texture templates: www.airbrushes.com

V 
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Seats and crew in place, it only remains 
to fix the windscreen and canopy in place 
and this model is complete!
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“ Is it the best Phantom kit currently on the market? I’ll leave you 
to be the judge of that, but having built all of its major competitors, 

I can only conclude that it is...
”
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New Releases

What’s in the box?  
AD; ACETATE DIALS, CC; CAST CERAMIC (PLASTER), CMA; CAST METAL ALLOY, CP; CHROMED PARTS, CPS; CLEAR PLASTIC SHEET, DT; DRY TRANSFER (DECALS), EM: ELECTRIC MOTOR EPS; EXTRUDED P

ALLOY, MR; METAL ROD, MW; METAL WIRE, MT; METAL TUBING, NM; NYLON MESH, PE; PHOTO ETCH, PEBM; PHOTO-ETCHED BADGES/MIRRORS, PCM; PRE-CUT MASKS, PMP; PRE-ASSEMBLED METAL PA

EDUARD, CZECH REPUBLIC
www.eduard.com www.creativemodels.co.uk

This month, Eduard's own 1:48 Spitfire Mk.I 
gets the specialist treatment in the form 
of an entire engine with firewall, bearers, 
exhausts, cowlings and all the ancillaries 
cast in resin plus a photo-etched sheet that 
carries the cowling frames, ignition harnesses 
and other parts. It's quite astonishing and 
will take some skill to build, but will look 
fantastic when complete. Eduard's line 
of 3D colour-printed instrument panels 
called 'SPACE' continues to expand and the 
products look great.

1:48 BRASSIN
- Spitfire Mk.I engine (648582) for Eduard
- Do-17Z-2 bomber guns (648609) for ICM
- Bf110G-4 Schräge Musik (648605) for 

Eduard

1:48 BRASSIN LÖÖK+
- F-14A w/late wheels (644084) for Tamiya
- Mi-24V Hind (644085) for Zvezda

1:32 BRASSIN
- Mk.20 Rockeye (632162)
- AGM-45 Shrike (632163)

1:48 SPACE (3D-PRINTED DECALS)
- Il-2 Sturmovik (3DL48008) for Zvezda
- P-38H Lightning (3DL48011) for Tamiya

1:32 SPACE (3D-PRINTED DECALS)
- Tornado GR.4 (3DL32001) for Italeri
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D PLASTIC SECTION, F; FABRIC, IM; INJECTION MOULDED (PLASTIC), ITL; INDIVIDUAL TRACK LINKS, LCC; LASER CUT CARD, LLT; LINK AND LENGTH TRACKS, MC; METAL CHAIN, MMA; MACHINED METAL 

 PARTS), PS; PAPER STRIP, R; RESIN, SVT; SOFT VINYL TYRES (OR TUBING), VF; VINYL FIGURES, VFP; VACUUM FORMED (PLASTIC), WC; WOVEN CORD, WD; WATERSLIDE (DECALS), WS; WOODEN STRIP
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What’s in the box?  
AD; ACETATE DIALS, CC; CAST CERAMIC (PLASTER), CMA; CAST METAL ALLOY, CP; CHROMED PARTS, CPS; CLEAR PLASTIC SHEET, DT; DRY TRANSFER (DECALS), EM: ELECTRIC MOTOR EPS; EXTRUDED P

LCC; LASER CUT CARD, LLT; LINK AND LENGTH TRACKS, MC; METAL CHAIN, MMA; MACHINED METAL ALLOY, MR; METAL ROD, MW; METAL WIRE, MT; METAL TUBING, NM; NYLON MESH, PE; PHOTO ETCH, 

PARTS), PS; PAPER STRIP, R; RESIN, SVT; SOFT VINYL TYRES (OR TUBING), VF; VINYL FIGURES, VFP; VACUUM FORMED (PLASTIC), WC; WOVEN CORD, WD; WATERSLIDE (DECALS), WS; WOODEN STRIP

The latest photo-etched sets, resin parts, figures and accessories to enhance your scale models...

New Releases

RESKIT, UKRAINE
www.reskit.com.ua

Reskit is a new company to 
TMMI but they already have 
a large range of upgrade and 
accessory sets on sale, including 
a series of sets for Zvezda's 
recent 1:48 Mi-24V Hind 
helicopter gunship. An entire 
new cockpit, cargo bay, main and 
tail rotor-heads and wheels, plus 
three weapons sets arrived at 
TMMI for review and they are 
absolutely fantastic. The resin 
parts are clearly computer-
designed and the printed 3D 
items then used as masters for 
casting in resin. The detail is 
superb and with the inclusion of 
colour 3D printed instrument 
panels and consoles by Quinta 
Studio, the sets have the 
potential to look amazing. 

1:48 UP-GRADE SETS

- Mi-24V cockpit set with Quinta 
Studio 3D decals (RSU48-0118) 
for Zvezda

- Mi-24V cargo interior set 
(RSU48-0116) for Zvezda

- Mi-24V main rotor (RSU48-
0127) for Zvezda

- Mi-24V tail rotor (RSU48-0126) 
for Zvezda

- Mi-24 wheels set (RSU48-0041) 
for Zvezda

- S-24 missile with APU-68 X4 
(RSU48-0180) for Zvezda

- B8V20-A rocket launcher X4 
(RSU48-0014) for Zvezda

- BD3-57KRV Mi-8/Mi-24 pylons 
X6 (RSU48-0153) for Zvezda
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D PLASTIC SECTION, F; FABRIC, IM; INJECTION MOULDED (PLASTIC), ITL; INDIVIDUAL TRACK LINKS, 

TCH, PEBM; PHOTO-ETCHED BADGES/MIRRORS, PCM; PRE-CUT MASKS, PMP; PRE-ASSEMBLED METAL 

STRIP
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modelsforsale.com
Plastic model kits, New, Second-Hand, 

and Discontinued. Books and Accessories.

WANTED
Quality collections of second-hand model kits, 
military books, decals, photo-etch & detail sets.

Will collect on larger quantities.

Please see our website for more details or please call us.

Tel: 01933 622654
email: sales@modelsforsale.com
Unit 3 Dean Close - Raunds - Northants NN9 6BD

Keep your Tamiya Model Magazines 
safe in a high quality binder. 
Each binder holds 12 issues.

   £8.50 + postage

(UK - £2.45, Europe - £4.45, Worldwide - £6.45)

Available direct from our offices on 

+44 (0)1525 222573
or online at:

www.tamiyamodelmagazine.com

BINDERS
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AccessoriesNew Releases

KAZAN MODEL DYNAMICS, CANADA
www.kazanmodeldynamics.com
Tamiya's 1:48 F-14A and F-14D Tomcats have gained a reputation for accuracy and ease of 
assembly and now your can boost their realism even further, albeit with a little surgery. The 
avionics bay set provides a number of open access housings that are crammed with internal 
equipment, plus their corresponding doors, all cast in resin with framing in photo-etched 
brass. The set has the potential to make the airframe look very busy indeed but it's not for 
the faint of heart, as you will be drilling and cutting into the fuselage in several places and 
this requires planning and precision. The instructions are very helpful though. Superb detail 
and flawless castings.
Kazan's second upgrade pack for the Tomcat is a complete set of replacement nose and 
main undercarriage with wheels/tyres. All parts have been superdetailed as you'd expect 
and worries about the resin sagging under the model's weight are mitigated by the 
presence of stout metal rods cast integrally, appearing as the oleo pistons.

1:48 UP-GRADE SETS 

- F-14A/B/D avionics bays (KAZ48009TAM) for Tamiya
- Tomcat F-14A/B/D undercarriage (KAZ4814TAM) for Tamiya

SCALE MOTORSPORT, USA
www.scalemotorsport.com
Tamiya's 2020 1:24 kit of the Ford Mustang 
GT4 has been given the Scale Motorsport 
up-detail treatment in the form of a very 
neat photo-etched fret packed with some 
well thought-out and beautifully executed 
metal components. Most crucially, the set 
provides intake grilles and these alone 
can transform the look of the model. Also 
provided are brake disc faces front and rear, 
rear wing struts and endplates, rollcage 
brackets, towing eye, foot rest, badges, 
dashboard improvements and all the buckles 
and adjusters for the five-point racing 
harness. The modeller must source the 
webbing for this, but the hardware is very 
handy.
Tamiya are soon to re-launch the sublime 
1:24 Sauber-Mercedes C9 LeMans car and 
Scale Motorsport offer a double-fret detail 
set for it too. Here we have brake disc 
faces, radiator matrices, multi-layer rear 
crossmember, structural elements and more. 
All parts are very finely detailed and etched 
to perfection in nickel-steel.

1:24 PHOTO-ETCHED METAL 

UPGRADE SETS

- Sauber Mercedes C9 (8113) for Tamiya
- Mustang GT4 (8055) for Tamiya
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What’s in the box?  
AD; ACETATE DIALS, AP; ACRYLIC PAINT, CC; CAST CERAMIC (PLASTER), CMA; CAST METAL ALLOY, CP; CHROMED PARTS, CPS; CLEAR PLASTIC SHEET, DT; DRY TRANSFER (DECALS), EM: ELECTRIC MOTOR 

LLT; LINK AND LENGTH TRACKS, MC; METAL CHAIN, MMA; MACHINED METAL ALLOY, MR; METAL ROD, MT; METAL TUBING, MW; METAL WIRE, NM; NYLON MESH, PB; PAINT BRUSH, PCM; PRE-CUT MASKS, 

VF; VINYL FIGURES, VFP; VACUUM FORMED (PLASTIC), WC; WOVEN CORD, WD; WATERSLIDE (DECALS), WS; WOODEN STRIP

Puzzling that the F-104J 
and TF-104G are offered, 
but no DJ

A long-term build!

KINETIC MODELS, HONG KONG
F-104J F-104DJ 2 IN 1 
www.luckymodel.com
SCALE:฀1:48฀•฀MATERIALS:฀IM,฀PE,฀WS฀•฀ITEM฀NO.K48092
The Lockheed F-104J/DJ is a trainer variant derived from the 
iconic Starfighter which entered 
service in 1958 with the 83rd 
Fighter Interceptor Squadron. 
The F-104J was a specialised 
interceptor version of the F-104G 
for the Japanese ASDF, built 
under license by Mitsubishi for 
the air-superiority role; it was 
armed with cannon and four 
Sidewinder missiles but had no 
strike capability. A total of 210 
were built, three by Lockheed, 
twenty-nine by Mitsubishi from 
Lockheed-sourced components 
and 178 by Mitsubishi. After being 
retired in Japan, the US delivered 
some of these F-104J/DJs to the 
air force of Taiwan. The F-104DJ 
This aircraft was a dual-control 
trainer version of the F-104J for 
the Japanese Air Self-Defence 
Force. (Some history edited from 
Wikipedia). 
Kinetic’s 2020-released kit 
certainly is an in-depth production. 
The box contains five large, 
packed sprues in grey polystyrene 
plus one in clear, a modest but 
useful photo-etched brass fret and 
a sheet of waterslide decals that 
provide markings to complete 
one of two options. In an overall 
experimental grey paint scheme, 
option No.1 is an F-104J of the 
204th Tactical Fighter Squadron, 
Nyutabaru Air Base, 1982 and 
No.2 depicts a TF-104G (not a 
DJ?) also of the 204th Tactical 
Fighter Squadron as seen at 
a combat competition, 1983 
sporting another experimental 
scheme of sand-grey/green/olive 
drab camouflage. 

MINIART, UKRAINE
LGOC B-TYPE LONDON OMNIBUS
www.creativemodels.co.uk
SCALE:฀1:35฀•฀MATERIALS:฀IM,฀PE,฀WS฀•฀ITEM฀NO.38021
Back in TMMI Issue 302 we published an article on a superb 
build of MiniArt’s militarised 
London Bus kit and reviewed 
here is the model it was based 
upon, launched originally in 
2019. To say that this model 
is highly detailed would be a 
massive understatement; there 
is virtually no area that hasn’t 
been treated to some level of 
superdetailing, from the chassis 
and engine right up to the 
passenger compartment up top. 
Flicking through the instruction 
booklet (all twenty-eight pages 
of it), one quickly realises this 
is a very involved project that 
will be impossible to rush, and 
why would you want to? It is 
a remarkable replica of this 
iconic public service vehicle 
that moved Londoners from 
place to place during the second 
decade of the 20th century 
and this reviewer’s grandfather 
used to ride them regularly as a 
youngster. Construction starts 
with the engine, which is a multi-
part sub-assembly that builds 
into a stunning replica of the real 
powerplant. The chassis is formed 
from rails and countless cross-
members, to which are fitted the 
leaf-spring suspension, taking up 
the first sixteen stages of the 
instructions. It’s complex, but 
marvellous. From there the real 
fun begins, when the passenger 
‘box’ is construction. Pretty much 
everything will need painting 
before being mated to the 
adjoining parts, so some planning 
will be needed. This is a kit to 
savour and enjoy, the result being 
a stunning miniature of a London 
classic.Superb detail everywhere, 

attractive markings options
Wonderful subject choice, 
astonishing detail
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 ELECTRIC MOTOR EPS; EXTRUDED PLASTIC SECTION, F; FABRIC, IM; INJECTION MOULDED (PLASTIC), ITL; INDIVIDUAL TRACK LINKS, LC; LIQUID CEMENT, LCC; LASER CUT CARD,  

SKS, PE; PHOTO ETCH, PEBM; PHOTO-ETCHED BADGES/MIRRORS, PMP; PRE-ASSEMBLED METAL PARTS), PS; PAPER STRIP, R; RESIN, SVT; SOFT VINYL TYRES (OR TUBING),  

No seat harnesses, if you 
choose to go pilotless

A set of resin wheels from 
DEF Model will be the 
icing on the cake

ZVEZDA, RUSSIA
SOVIET ATTACK AIRCRAFT IL-2 SHTURMOVIK

www.hobbyco.net
SCALE:฀1:48฀•฀MATERIALS:฀IM,฀WS฀•฀ITEM฀NO.4825
Inarguably one of the most 
important aircraft of the Second 
World War, the Soviet Ilyushin 
Il-2 Shturmovik was a big, robust 
brute of an attack aircraft. It was 
powered by a 1,370hp Mikulin 
AM-35 V12 petrol engine with 
forward fuselage section built 
entirely of armour plate to 
shield the aircraft’s powerplant, 
fuel system, radiators and crew. 
Around 36,000 Il-2s were to 
be made, making it the most 
produced military aircraft ever. 
Zvezda’s new-tool kit of the 
single-seat variant was launched 
in 2020 to great acclaim and 
rightly so. The kit comes on 
four large sprues of mid-grey 
polystyrene plus one in clear 
and even from a brief look at 
the parts, the detail is quite 
astonishing. A beautifully detailed 
replica of the Mikulin V12 is 
provided, made up from twenty-
two parts, although once the 
kit has been finished only the 
rocker covers remain visible, 
but a nice inclusion anyway. The 
wing builds up around a pair of 
semi-spars into which ribs are 
inserted, later forming the walls 
of the undercarriage and bomb 
bays, a very slick design element. 
The sparse cockpit of the real 
Il-2 is well replicated and includes 
an extremely well detailed pilot 
figure, which will add a sense of 
scale to this big machine. This 
is a pleasingly complex kit that 
compliments Tamiya’s two-seater 
perfectly and does justice to the 
original. 

ZVEZDA, RUSSIA
RUSSIAN ARMORED VEHICLE TYPHOON K

www.hobbyco.net
SCALE:฀1:35฀•฀MATERIALS:฀IM,฀SVT,฀NM,฀WS฀•฀ITEM฀NO.3701
Zvezda’s armoured vehicle kits of late are a thing to behold. Stacks 
of parts, stunning detail from top to bottom, great subject choices 
and an engineering quality that 
practically ensures a leisurely 
build-up with an competitive 
price-point, they really do 
make very attractive modelling 
proposition. The newly released 
KamAZ (Kamskiy Avtomobilny 
Zavod:  Kama Automobile Plant) 
63968 Typhoon-K 6X6 MRAP 
is a perfect example; arriving on 
six large sprues of medium-grey 
polystyrene, plus one in clear, 
some nylon mesh, waterslide 
decals and self-adhesive chrome 
stickers for the wing-mirrors, the 
box is very full and very promising. 
The crew cabin is fully fitted-out 
with two rows of seven seats lined 
up over the V-shaped IED-resistant 
lower hull/floor and comes with 
a forward bulkhead, openable 
roof hatches and double-panel 
windows. The body structure 
is built up first, followed by the 
vast ladder chassis to which is 
added a highly detailed drivetrain 
of transfer-cases, drive shafts, 
suspension wishbones and gigantic 
shock-absorbers. The overall effect 
is incredible and the huge wheels 
and tyres are yet to be fitted! The 
latter are moulded in solid vinyl 
and are well done, but for to do 
this kit full justice, replace them 
with a sagged resin set from DEF 
Model, it’s a wise investment. The 
Typhoon-K dwarfs armoured 
vehicles and tanks of the Second 
World War, making even a Tiger 
tank look rather puny when 
placed alongside, so keep them 
separate in your display case!

Fantastic, thorough detail 
inside and out, with masses of 
detail and a good bomb load

An amazing, well detailed kit 
with a huge amount of parts, 
inside and out
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What’s in the box?  
AD; ACETATE DIALS, AP; ACRYLIC PAINT, CC; CAST CERAMIC (PLASTER), CMA; CAST METAL ALLOY, CP; CHROMED PARTS, CPS; CLEAR PLASTIC SHEET, DT; DRY TRANSFER (DECALS),  

EM: ELECTRIC MOTOR EPS; EXTRUDED PLASTIC SECTION, F; FABRIC, IM; INJECTION MOULDED (PLASTIC), ITL; INDIVIDUAL TRACK LINKS, LC; LIQUID CEMENT, LCC; LASER CUT CARD,  

LLT; LINK AND LENGTH TRACKS, MC; METAL CHAIN, MMA; MACHINED METAL ALLOY, MR; METAL ROD, MT; METAL TUBING, MW; METAL WIRE, NM; NYLON MESH, PB; PAINT BRUSH,  

PCM; PRE-CUT MASKS, PE; PHOTO ETCH, PEBM; PHOTO-ETCHED BADGES/MIRRORS, PMP; PRE-ASSEMBLED METAL PARTS), PS; PAPER STRIP, R; RESIN, SVT; SOFT VINYL TYRES (OR 

TUBING), VF; VINYL FIGURES, VFP; VACUUM FORMED (PLASTIC), WC; WOVEN CORD, WD; WATERSLIDE (DECALS), WS; WOODEN STRIP

Little refinements with PE 
of plastic card will make 
it shine

A little experience with 
resin car kits will provide 
helpful

ITALERI, ITALY
T-55A (MEDIUM TANK)
www.hobbyco.net
SCALE:฀1:72฀•฀MATERIALS:฀IM,฀WS฀•฀ITEM฀NO.7081
Italeri released this newly-tooled kit of the ubiquitous Soviet T-55A 
medium tank back in 2020 and 
it’s a very neat little production. 
In the diminutive box we are 
presented with five sprues of 
medium green polystyrene parts 
on which, crucially, we find the 
tracks. Why crucially? Because 
many 1:72 armour kits come 
with one-piece flexible tracks and 
this is almost always the Achilles 
heel of small-scale tracked vehicle 
models, as they just don’t look 
realistic. By moulding the T-55’s 
tracks in kit plastic, Italeri have 
instantly improved the potential 
quality and realism of this model, 
even though the instructions 
do guide the modeller to bend 
the upper runs with a hairdryer 
to simulate track-sag. Sounds 
like a recipe for burnt hands 
and melted kit parts to us, but 
who knows? The detail on the 
kit is of a good standard with 
some nice touches here and 
there, the roadwheels being a 
highlight. The kit will benefit 
from a sheet of photo-etched 
parts to refine some of the 
exterior fixtures and fittings. 
Markings-options are included 
for one of four tanks; Soviet 
Naval Academy, Vladivostok Naval 
Base exercises, 1970, Nationale 
Volksarmee (DDR), 1967, Polish 
Land Forces, 1968 and Romanian 
Army exercise ‘Sabre Guardian’ 
2019. All are in overall medium 
green except for the Romanian 
version which is in a four-colour 
camouflage of green, gunship grey, 
olive drab and flat earth. 

UKRAINIAN SCALE CARS PRODUCTION, 
UKRAINE
PORSCHE 550 SPYDER
www.uscp-ua.com
SCALE:฀1:24฀•฀MATERIALS:฀R,฀PE,฀VF,฀WS฀•฀ITEM฀NO.24K003
The Porsche 550 Spyder and 
its successors were genuine, 
purpose-built sports cars that 
were conceived to compete at 
the highest levels of motorsport. 
Weighing just over 544kg (half 
a tonne) and powered by a 
four-cam boxer engine, the 550 
had a very decent power to 
weight ratio. Just ninety 550s 
were produced from 1953 to 
1956 but in that time, the car 
rapidly demonstrated a command 
of the 1.1 and 1.5 litre racing 
classes of the era. This new 1:24 
kit from Ukrainian Scale Cars 
Production is a resin creation, the 
body, chassis plate, suspension, 
wheels and interior all cast in 
mid-grey polyurethane material 
that is totally free from visible air 
bubbles and warping. The tyres 
are formed from a flexible black 
resin, the minimal windscreen 
is a vacuum-formed part and a 
sheet of photo-etched steel parts 
provide the engine cooling grilles, 
steering wheel spokes, dashboard 
frame, foot-pedals, trim and 
number plates. The casting quality 
is flawless and the detail in the 
parts is beautifully refined, easily 
as good (if not better) than the 
best injection-moulded models. 
Waterslide decals are provided 
for James Dean’s infamous 
example, although classic overall 
silver is the way to go! Keep 
reading TMMI for a full-build 
feature on this gorgeous kit.

Very appealing subject, nice 
spots of detail, tracks in kit 
plastic

Perfect choice of subject, 
fantastic detail, top quality 
castings
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HELL IN THE PACIFIC
Ricardo Rivas builds Eduard's sublime 1:48 F6F-3 Hellcat 
and uses a small arsenal of paints from AMMO by Mig to 
create a highly convincing weathering finish for a machine 
based in the Solomon Islands, late 1943
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D
uring the Pacific War 
between 1941 and 
1944, many strategic 
points were taken, 

among them the Solomon 
Islands, decisive for the 
success of the campaign. 
Previously they were under 
the rule of Japanese 
forces, but in February 
1943 they were 
liberated, including  
Henderson Field on 
Guadalcanal plus other 
bases crucial to the success 
of future island-hopping 
battles. This model was 
based on an aircraft 
stationed at Henderson 
Field in September 1943. l

The engine was painted with Aluminium, ignition cables 
with Dark Rust and the gearbox with Grey

All colour names refer to 'AMMO by Mig' products. Before 
painting I applied One Shot White Primer, then Interior 
Green and details on leather with Red Leather, weathering 
with PLW Dark Green/Grey and Sand pigment

Italian Air Force camouflage schemes of the early-war period were remarkably colourful, with shades 

that are hard to cross-reference with other air forces of the time, which creates quite a challenge 

for modellers. This new pack of six acrylic paints from AMMO by Mig Jimenez helps to alleviate that 

with three browns, one green, one yellow and a grey that are ideal for aircraft of that era.

Mini Review...

AMMO BY MIG WWII REGIA AERONAUTICA 
EARLY COLORS (A.MIG-7237)
www.migjimenez.com
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To imitate real wear and tear effects, I first painted 
the Aluminium, applying a coat of gloss varnish to 
give it some protection

I applied the chipping effect with Scratch Effects 
with a sponge on the places were I wanted the 
chipping to be seen

After letting the chipping effect dry, I applied the 
Zinc Chromate Yellow

Letting it dry a few hours, I then wetted the area where I was going to work and with a stiff-bristled 
brush, I made the desired chipping

Before applying the top Sea Blue colour, I repeated 
the application of Scratch Effects with a sponge on 
the spots to be ‘chipped’

Once the final Sea Blue colour had been applied, I made effects 
with the Airbrush Stencils, with the same colour adding 40% 
Intermediate Blue through the mid-sized stencil. I then make 
another lightning of colour, adding a drop of Cremeweiss 
through the smaller stencil. The  paints must be very well diluted 
with Acrylic Thinner to create the transparent effect

Once the paint was dry (six hours 
at least) I again wetted the surfaces 

and used the same process until 
finding the desired effect. One can 

also use a wooden toothpick

I applied gloss varnish to apply the 
decals and so the colour-washes 
(PLW Light Grey) would flow well

Again, I used the 
Airbrush Stencils, 
but this time with 
the Shaders Marine 
Blue and Night 
Blue, diluted with 
Airbrush Cleaner

With some 
Oilbrusher Starship 
Filth I imitated the 
dark dirt on the 
panels, stippling 
and blending with 
an airbrush. 

In this comparative 
photo, in the upper 
part the wing 
has already been 
worked on with the 
Oilbrusher and the 
one below, without 
the application

The lower surfaces were 
painted Flat White, with 
some gloss varnish 
airbrushed before the 
colour-wash of PLW 
Shadow for Desert 
Brown. I cleaned off 
the excess with Enamel 
Thinner using a Q-Tip
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The upper exhaust stains were first made with just 
pigments, applied dry. It is important that the surface is 
totally matt for a good adhesion. First I applied lighter 
tones, covering a larger area with North Africa Dust. 
With the second tone of European Earth, it is very 
important not to totally cover the previous layer, working 
softly during application

The third and fourth tones were applied in ever smaller 
areas, giving shape to the stains. Here I used Golan 
Earth and Dark Earth

Finally, I used Black. The importance with this colour is to apply it little by little, respecting the centre 
of the stain which would be lighter

I started working on the 
dirty lower exhausts with the 
Shader, diluted with Cleaner 
and applied by airbrush

Here we see the 
third tone (Grime), 

more locally 
applied on those 

areas where there 
would be oil leaks

Here we can see the four tones of Shader 
already applied. The advantage application 
over a satin finish is that you can easily 
correct mistakes with a Q-Tip
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T E C H S P E C . . .

EDUARD 1:48 F6F-3 HELLCAT KIT NO.8221

Materials:

Injection-moulded polystyrene, resin,  

photo-etched metal, waterslide decals

Paints used:

- AMMO by Mig acrylics: One Shot Primer 

(A.MIG-2022), Interior Green (A.MIG-0220), 

Red Leather (A.MIG-0133), PLW Dark Green 

Grey (A.MIG-1608), Sand (A.MIG-3012), 

Dark Rust (A.MIG-0041), Grey (A.MIG-0059), 

Scratch Effects (A.MIG-2010), Zinc Chromate 

Yellow (A.MIG-0221), Sea Blue (A.MIG-0227), 

Intermediate Blue (A.MIG-0228), Cremeweiss 

(A.MIG-0017), PLW Light Grey (A.MIG-1600), 

Marine Blue (A.MIG-0861), Night Blue (A.MIG-

0862), Light Clay (A.MIG-0869), Earth (A.MIG-

0852), Flat White (A.MIG-0050), PLW Shadow 

For Desert Brown (A.MIG-1621), Fuel Stains 

(A.MIG-1409), North Africa Dust (A.MIG-3003), 

European Earth (A.MIG-3004), Golan Earth 

(A.MIG-3026), Dark Earth (A.MIG-3007), Black 

(A.MIG-3001), Ash Black (A.MIG-0858), Grime 

(A.MIG-0854), Light Grey A.MIG-0209

- Alclad II/AMMO: Aluminium (A.MIG-8201)

- AMMO Oilbrusher: Starship Filth (A.MIG-3513)

- AMMO Shaders: Marine Blue (A.MIG-0861)

- Enamel Thinner (A.MIG-2019)

- Cleaner (A.MIG-2001)

- Tamiya Masking Tape: 6mm (87033)

Accessories used:

- HGW: Seatbelts (148009)

- AMMO by Mig: Airbrush Stencils (A.MIG-8035)

Availability:

- Eduard models and accessories are widely 

available from good model shops and online. 

www.creativemodels.co.uk www.eduard.com

- AMMO by Mig: www.migjimenez.com

- HGW: www.hgwmodels.cz
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GOT A NEW BOOK? IF YOU ARE A PUBLISHER WITH A NEW MODELLING RELATED TITLE TO PUBLICISE, WHY NOT SEND IN A COPY FOR REVIEW HERE?

Book Reviews

POST WWII FLYING EQUIPMENT IN ITALIAN SERVICE
CLAUDIO CANTON, RN PUBLISHING
ISBN:978-88-95011-17-2
www.casematepublishers.co.uk

This is a bilingual Italian/English book under the title of Equipaggiamenti da volo Italiani del dopoguerra, with 
240 pages covering every aspect of the personal equipment used by flight crew in the Italian airforces, using 
detailed clear photographs of items in collections, as well as pictures of airmen in service. The first eighty 
pages cover the flying helmets, going from cloth and leather versions through to the sophisticated and complex 
modern helmets with built-in communications and displays. The next chapter deals with the oxygen masks, and 
this is followed by a detailed treatment of flying suits, many of which are specific to aircraft types. Some of these 
suits have survival equipment, and this is illustrated. The final large chapter covers ‘accessories’ such as life-
jackets, weapons, beacons, parachutes, boots, and of course the aviator sunglasses worn by every stylish airman! 
Appendices show the wide range of painted insignia on helmets, and further photos of typical aircrew wearing the 
gear. Clearly a specialised subject for a book, but absolutely fascinating and a great resource for anyone with an 
interest in crew uniforms, or wanting to add authentic figures to a model. Highly recommended. CLS

PANTHERS, MODELLING THE TAKOM FAMILY
www.migjimenez.com

If you like Panthers, you’re going to love this new title from AMMO by Mig! Within the 208+, 
soft-cover pages we are treated to no less than seven full builds of the 1:35 kits from Takom, 
including the Panther D, G, A, Flakpanther, Jagdpanther, Bergepanther. The kits have been 
built by expert modellers, each offering their own style and approach to construction and 
painting. Some superdetailing has been carried out on some of the models, from the use of metal 
Friulmodel tracks to some strategic photo-etched brass additions, but essentially these are the kits 
as envisaged by Takom in all their glory. The glossy paper used in the book makes the images really 
bright and visually appealing, showing the fantastic work of the authors in detail. It would be cruel 
to pick a favourite model, but here it is anyway - Charlie Pritchett’s Bergepanther, for his incredible 
weathering treatment of the vehicle’s massive internal winch. Highly recommended. TMMI



email: sales@umpretail.com

web: www.umpretail.com

Ultimate Decal Setting Solution

UMP offers three different grades/strengths specifically formulated for all aspects of decalling - 'Normal' for 

normal decals on regular surfaces, 'Strong' for normal decals on hard to conform surfaces with strange angles 

and irregular shapes and then the 'Extra Strong' for those stubborn decals like Shunko on tough, demanding 

and irregular surfaces. Ultimate Decal Setting Solution is for the most difficult and irregular surfaces to be found 

on models. It completely softens the decal, allowing it to conform perfectly to surface irregularities without 

distortion. Ultimate Decal Setting Solution actually makes the decal look like part of the painted surface.

Ultimate Modelling Products Weathering Pigments 

These are made from the highest grade pigments available. Our pigments 

are extremely versatile and can be used to create dirt & dust, rust, burnt 

out effects amongst many others for AFV, cars, motorbikes, sci-fi and most 

genres of modelling. They can be set in place with either a thinner, matt 

or gloss varnish to seal in place. They can also be used to create a variety 

of weathering effects including mud and ground effects etc. using a PVA 

based glue, and bulked up using static grass to add texture.

Ultimate Polish System

This has been produced using technically advanced formulas to bring 

you the absolute best four step polishing program for your models. This is 

for one of each stage of the Ultimate Polish System - #1 Compound, #2 

Polish, #3 Wax, #4 Shine & Ultimate Polishing Cloth - Colour may vary.



KIT KRAZY MODEL SHOP

NEW AND PRE-OWNED KITS. COLLECTIONS BOUGHT AND SOLD
AIRCRAFT, MILITARY, CARS, SHIPS, BIKES & SCIFI

Tel: 020 8298 7177
303 The Broadway, Bexleyheath, Kent DA6 8DT

www.kitkrazy.com    steve@kitkrazy.com

Opening hours: 9-30am-5.30pm Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday
You can also find us at most major model and airshows throughout the year

10.00AM - 4.00PM MONDAY TO FRIDAY

Tel: 01992 447346
7 Impresa Park, Pindar Road, Hoddesdon, Herts EN11 0DL

HURRICANE MODELS

Tamiya Radio Controlled Models and Plastic Model Kits of cars, bikes, boats, tanks and planes from  
Tamiya and most Major Brands always in stock.  

Racks of paints and a range of Airbrushes always in stock.

 sales@hurricanemodels.co.uk  www.hurricanemodels.co.uk 

MASTERCARD/VISA/SWITCH/AMEX/DELTA

GEE DEE MODELS

MODAY TO FRIDAY 9.30AM - 5.30PM SATURDAY 9AM-5.30PM

Tel: 0115 9412211 Fax: 0115 9417717
21 Heathcoat Street, Nottingham, Nottinghamshire, NG1 3AF

ESTABLISHED 1946                                                              MAIL ORDER

SPECIALISING IN PLASTIC KITS, DIECAST, BOATS, PLANES AND CARS

www.geedee-modelshop.com

AVIATION & MILITARY BOOK CENTRE

AVIATION AND MILITARY BOOKS AND MAGAZINES

Tel: 0845 260 4413 
PO BOX 4413, ATHERSTONE, WARWICKSHIRE, CV9 9AS

MASTERCARD/VISA/SWITCH/PAYPAL/CHEQUES/CASH/POSTAL ORDERS

PHONE LINES OPEN 10AM-6PM MON-FRI, 10AM-1PM SAT-SUN

PHONE, WRITE OR VISIT US ONLINE.

  sales@aviationbookcentre.com www.aviationbookcentre.com

ADVERTISE HERE!

IF YOU ARE READING THIS THEN 
SO ARE THOUSANDS OF OTHERS!
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT RICHARD ON: RICHARD@DOOLITTLEMEDIA.COM

AVID READER

MILITARY, AVIATION, NAVAL, MODELLING,  

RAILWAYS, CAR & MOTORCYCLE BOOKS

  Tel: 01299 823 330  Fax:01299 829 970
Unit 10, Hodfar Road, Sandy lane Ind Estate, Stourport On Severn, Worcestershire, DY13 9QB

9.30 – 4.30 MONDAY TO FRIDAY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

WWW.BOOKWORLDWS.CO.UK
INFO@BOOKWORLDWS.CO.UK    VISA/MASTERCARD/MAESTRO

D-9 MODELS

MONDAY TO SATURDAY 9AM - 4.30PM

Tel/Fax: 01633 222282
D-9 Models, Newport Indoor Market, Newport, South Wales NP20 1DD

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS. MAIL ORDER

SPECIALIST PLASTIC KIT MODEL SHOP. BRANDS INCLUDE TAMIYA, TRUMPETER, 
ITALERI, REVELL, DRAGON, AFV, HASEGAWA, RODEN, EDUARD AND MORE

  www.d-9models.co.uk d.ninemodels@btconnect.com

HIROBOY (ZERO PAINTS)

THE UK’S LARGEST MAIL ORDER COMPANY SPECIALISING IN SCALE 

AUTOMOTIVE MODEL KITS WITH A LARGE SELECTION OF AFTERMARKET 

DETAILING PARTS, ACCESSORIES, BOOKS AND LOADS MORE

Tel: +44 (0)1684 252310 (UK office hours only)

www.hiroboy.com

A1 Astwood Business Centre, Staverton Connection, Gloucester Road, 
Staverton, Cheltenham, GL51 0TF, United Kingdom.

Open: Monday-Thursday: 8.00-4.30, Friday: 8.00-2.30

25% OFF
SHOP VISITS 

AND MAIL ORDER

FINESCALE MODEL WORLD LTD

PLASTIC KITS, AIRBRUSHES, PRIMERS, PAINTS, 

TOOLS, GLUES, STATIC GRASS & ACCESSORIES

Tel/Fax: 01902 650077
MAIL ORDER AND WEBSITE SALES

www.finescalemodelworld.co.uk
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDSfinescalemodelrailways@gmail.com

ADVERTISE HERE
IF YOU ARE READING THIS 

THEN SO ARE THOUSANDS OF OTHERS.

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT 

RICHARD@DOOLITTLEMEDIA.COM

STARLING MODELS

SPECIALIST IN SMALL SCALE SHIP KITS AND 

ACCESSORIES FROM AROUND THE WORLD

www.starling-models.co.uk
info@starling-models.co.uk฀•฀Tel:฀07591฀669275

Online shop and mail order
Stocking: Combrig, Flyhawk, Orange, Niko, L’Arsenal, Samek, Dodo, North Star, AJM, 

3d Modelparts, Master Barrel and our own brand Starling Models kits and accessories

MASTERPIECE MODELS

www.masterpiecemodels.com
For a 15% discount enter coupon code “TAMMAG” when ordering

BUYER’S GUIDE BUYER’S GUIDE BUYER’S GUIDE



www.creativemodels.co.uk

www.hyperscale.com

www.missing-lynx.com

www.ebbro.com 

Finest Quality Modelswww.hobbyco.net

www.tamiyamodelmagazine.com

WEBDIRECTORYWEBDIRECTORYWEBDIRECTO

             tamiya.com

             italeri.de/endragon.com

NEW FORUMS INCLUDING 
MILITARY MODELLING FORUM

Doolittle Media Ltd., Doolittle Mill, Doolittle Lane, Totternhoe, Bedfordshire, LU6 1QX, Great Britain

W. www.doolittlemedia.com     E. enquiries@doolittlemedia.com     T. +44 (0) 1525 222573

      TAMIYA MODEL MAGAZINE INTERNATIONAL LIMITED TIME 

SUBSCRIPTION OFFER
SUBSCRIBE OR RENEW 

FOR 24 ISSUES AND RECEIVE 
A FREE SUBSCRIPTIONS GIFT 

WORTH £28 RRP!
We have teamed up with our friends at Model Craft so we can 
offer you a special gift for subscribing with us for 24 issues. 

Flexible Masking Tape Set
These making tapes are ideal for Modelling, Airbrushing, Arts, 
Craft, Hobby and even those smaller DIY tasks. The tape sticks, 
stays and removes cleanly. It is also U.V. protected for masking 
in direct sunlight.
This flexible acid free tape is designed to follow curved lines and 
contoured surfaces without creasing, tearing or paint bleed.

•	 Precise	masking	with	no	
paint bleed

•	 Acid	free
•	 1mm,	2mm,	3mm,	6mm	&	

10mm	widths,	18m	length
•	 Comes	in	twin	packs,	so	you	

receive	10	packs
•	 180m	of	masking	mayhem!	
•	FREE	GIFT	worth	over	£28!

* Terms and conditions

While stocks last. Customers attempting to take out this offer after all 
stock is gone will be contacted before any money is taken.  
Subscriptions taken out with this offer will not be refunded if cancelled.
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● ACCURATE ARMOUR/
ARMOUR DISTRIBUTION
Units 15-16 Kingston Industrial Estate, 
Port Glasgow, Inverclyde, PA14 5DG 
Scotland. Tel; 01475 743 955
Fax 01475 743746
www.accurate-armour.com

● THE AIRBRUSH COMPANY Ltd
79 Marlborough Road, Lancing 
Business Park, Lancing, West Sussex, 
BN15 8UF, +44 (0) 1903 767800
www.airbrushes.com

● AIRCONNECTION
Box 21227, RPO Meadowvale
Mississauga, ON L5N 6A2, Canada
Tel (905) 677-0016  
Fax (905) 677-0582
sale@airconnection.on.ca
info@airconnection.on.ca
www.airconnection.on.ca

● AIRWAVES
Via Hannants www.hannants.co.uk

● ALBION ALLOYS
Spacemaker House,
518 Wallisdown Road, Bournemouth
Dorset, UK, BH11 8PT
Tel: 01202 511232
Fax; 01202 539967                     
From outside UK please dial
Tele; 0044 1202 511232
Fax;0044 1202 539967

● ALCLAD II
No.5 St Georges Close, Bacton, 
Norfolk, NR12 0LL. www.alclad2.com
Tel; 01692 652166,  
Fax; 01692 652334

● AMMO OF MIG JIMENEZ S.L.
Navarra (SPAIN)
www.migjimenez.com
www.theweatheringmagazine.com
Email info@migjimenez.com
In UK; Creative Models

● AMPERSAND PUBLISHING  
(via Historex Agents in UK)
235 NE 6th Avenue #4 Delray Beach, 
Florida 33483-5543, USA 
Tel; 561-266 9686, Fax; 561-266-9786

● ARCHER (Historex in UK)
PO Box 1277 Youngsville, NC 27596-
1277, USA www.archertransfers.com

● BADGER AIRBRUSH
9128 W. Belmont Avenue, 
Franklin Park, IL 60131, USA
800-AIR-BRUSH • Fax: 
800-57BADGER
www.badgerairbrush.com
customerservice@badgerairbrush.com

● BISON DECALS
Available from www.hannants.co.uk 
and www.pdi-model-supplies.com

● CAMMETT AND CO  
(Lifecolour, Scale Caliber)
Unit 5 Forest Road, Greenfield 
Industrial Estate, Hay-on-Wye, HR3 
5FA, United Kingdom Phone; 01497 
822757 
Email; cammettco@btopenworld.com
www.cammett.co.uk

● CLASSIC PUBLICATIONS
Midland Counties Publications, 
4 Watling Drive, Sketchley Lane 
Industrial Estate, Hinckley, Leics UK
LE10 1YF Tel: +44(0) 1455 233 747, 
Fax: +44(0) 1455 233 737
midlandbooks@compuserve.com 
www.classic-publications.com

● CREATIVE MODELS LTD  
(Mig Productions, Vallejo, Accurate Miniatures);
Unit 6-10, Honeysome Industrial 
Estate, Honeysome Road, Chatteris, 
Cambridgeshire PE16 6TG
Tel/Fax; 01354 760022
www.creativemodels.co.uk
info@creativemodels.co.uk

● CZECH SIX PUBLICATIONS
48 Station Road, Stoke D’Abernon, 
Cobham, Surrey, KT11 3BN UK
Tel; 01932 866426
www.czechsixpublications.com

● DRAGON MODELS  
(The Hobby Company in UK)
Dragon Models Ltd, Kong Nam Ind. 
Building B1-10F, 603-609 Castle Peak 
Road, Tsuen Wan NT, Hong Kong
Fax (HK) 4110587 
www.dragonmodelsltd.com
(For 1:6 Action Figures, please contact Amerang in UK)

● ECHELON FINE DETAILS
Available from; wwwaccurate-armour.
com & http://pachome1.pacific.net.
sg/~kriegsketten/

● EAGLE EDITIONS
Ltd PO Box 580 Hamilton MT 59840 
USA406 Tel; 363 5415, Fax; 406 375 
9270 eagle@eagle-editions.com
www.eagle-editions.com

● FANTASY PRINTSHOP
The Palms Oasis, New Portreath 
Road, Bridge, Cornwall, TR16 4QL

● FROME MODEL CENTRE
1/2 Catherine Street, Frome, 
Somerset, BA11 1DA, UK
+44 (0) 1373 465295
www.frome-model-centre.com
enquiries@frome-model-centre.com

● GRAND PRIX MODELS
4 Thorpe Close, Thorpe Way,
Banbury, OX16 4SW.
Tel; 01295 278070 Fax; 01295 278072 
www.grandprixmodels.com
email@grandprixmodels.com

● GREENHILL BOOKS
Park House, 1 Russell Gardens, 
London NW11 9NN, UK
Tel 020 8458 6314 Fax 020 8905 5245
www.greenhillbooks.com
L.Leventhal@greenhillbooks.com

● GUNZE SANGYO (MR HOBBY)
Albion Alloys in the UK

● HANNANTS
Harbour Road, Oulton Broad, 
Lowestoft, Suffolk, NR32 2LZ. 
Tel 01502 517444 Fax 01502 500521
www.hannants.co.uk 
sales@hannants.co.uk

● HIKOKI PUBLICATIONS LTD
Ashtree House, Station Road, Ottringham, 
East Yorkshire, HU12 OBJ, UK 

● HIROBOY (Zero Paints)
A1 Astwood Business Centre
Staverton Connection
Gloucester Road
Staverton, Cheltenham
GL51 0TF UK
Tel: 01684 252310 (UK office hours only)
www.hiroboy.com

● HISTOREX AGENTS
Wellington House, 157 Snargate 
Street, Dover, Kent, CT17 9BZ, UK
Tel 01304 206720 Fax 01304 204528. 
www.historex-agents.co.uk 
sales@historex-agents.co.uk

● HOBBYLINK JAPAN
Sano-shi, Kurohakama-cho 162-1
Tochigi 327-0813, Japan
www.hlj.com

● HUSSAR PRODUCTIONS, CANADA
www.airconnection.on.ca

● ITALERI (The Hobby Company in UK)
Via Pradazzo, 6, I-40012 Calderara Di 
Reno, Bologna, Italy, Tel 051 726037
www.italeri.it

● IWATA AIRBRUSHES
The Airbrush Company
79 Marlborough Road (East)
Lancing Business Park
Lancing, West Sussex BN15 8UF
Tel: +44 (0)1903 767 800
www.airbrushes.com.

● JADAR-MODEL
Zielna 8/103, 00-108 Warsaw, Poland
www.jadar.com.pl
hobby@jadarhobby.waw.pl

● MODELLING TOOLS
Uncle Jacks, Lavendon Road
Olney Bucks, MK46 4HH, UK
www.modellingtools.co.uk
Tel (+44) 01234 711980

● MIG PRODUCTIONS
C/ Santiago Rusinol 7, Pral 2a, 08750 
Molins de Rei, Barcelona, Spain
www.migproductions.com
In UK; Creative Models

● MODEL DESIGN CONSTRUCTION
Unit 3 Hillstown Small Business 
Center, Mansfield Road, Bolsover, 
Derbyshire.
S44 6LE. Tel; +(44)1246 82 77 55
orders@modeldesignconstruction.com
www.modeldesignconstruction.com

● MODEL WHOLESALE UK LTD
Unit 3 Dean Close, Raunds, Northants 
NN9 6BD 
Tel; 01892 680009 
Fax:01892 522526
info@modelwholesaleuk.com
www.modelwholesaleuk.com

● MODUNI VERSAND GMBH
Böttgerstr. 2-14,  
65439 Flörsheim, Germany
Tel; 06145 5456-0 Fax; 06145 5456-11
info@moduni.de www.moduni.de

● MONROE PERDU
Monroe Perdu Designs, 3168 Renee 
Court, Simi Valley, CA 93065, USA. 
www.monroeperdu.com

● PANZERWRECKS
PO Box 164, Heathfield, Sussex TN21 
8WA, UK www.panzerwrecks.com

● PARAGRAFIX
104 County Street, Suite 101 
Attleboro MA 02703 USA
Tel: +1 508.431.9800 
M-F 9am to 4pm EST
http://www.paragrafix.biz
pgms@paragrafix.biz

● PEGASUS HOBBIES 
(Selected items via Pocketbond in UK)
5515 Moreno Blvd, Montclair, CA 
91763 USA www.pegasushobbies.com

● PLUS MODEL (Creative Models in UK)
Jizni 56, 370 10 C. Budejovice, Czech 
Republic. plusmodel@plusmodel.cz
www.plusmodel.cz

● POCKETBOND 
Bachmann Europe PLC
Moat Way
Barwell
Leics LE9 8EY
Tel 01455 841756
info@pocketbond.co.uk

● POL MODELS
64 Cumberland Road, Acton, London, 
W3 6EY UK  polmodels@aol.com

● PRO-ART MODELS
www.proartmodels.be

● QUICKBOOST
www.quickboost.net

● REVELL GMBH
Unit 10, Old Airfield Industrial Estate,
Cheddington Lane, Tring, Herts
HP23 4QR
Tel; 01629 660 291
Email; ukbranch@revell.de
Website; www.revell.de/en 

● RZM PUBLISHING (Greenhill Books In UK)
PO Box 995, Southbury, CT 06488 USA  
Tel; (USA) 203 264 0774  
www.rzm.com

● SCHATTON BARRELS
Industriestrasse 6, 94347 Ascha, 
Germany, Fax 09961 910 7826
www.modellbau-schatton.privat.t-online.de
email; modellbau.schatton@t-online.de

● SCHIFFER BOOKS
Schiffer Publishing, 4880 Lower  
Valley Rd, Atglen, PA, 19310 USA
www.schifferbooks.com

● SCHIFFER BOOKS in UK
Bushwood Books, No.6 Marksbury 
Avenue, Kew Gardens, Surrey TW9 
4JF, UK. Tel +44(0)20 8392 8585,  
+44(0)20 8392 9876, 
email; info@bushwodbooks.co.uk

● SCHUMO KITS
Axel’s-Modellbau-Shop
Axel und Bernd Schulze OHG 
Braustraße 2a 37170 Uslar, Germany
Phone: +49 (0) 5571 919 100
Fax: +49 (0) 5571 919 101
www.schumo-kits.com

● SQUADRON.COM 
Squadron Mail Order
1115 Crowley Drive
Carrollton, TX 75006 - 1312. USA

● STUDIO 27 (Grand Prix Models in UK)
www.studio27.co.jp

● SCALE MOTORSPORT
No.3 Topside Lane, Newtown, 
Connecticut 06470-2023, USA
www.scalemotorsport.com
In UK; Grand Prix Models

● THE SMALL SHOP
PO Box 580, Kalama WA 98625, USA
Tel/fax; (360) 673-1255
info@thesmallshop.com
www.thesmallshop.com

● SYLMASTA
Halland House, Dale’s Yard, Lewes 
Rd, Scaynes Hill, West Sussex,  
RH17 7PG 
Tel; +44(0)1444 415027, 
Fax; +44(0)1444 458606. 
Email; sylmasta@aol.com

● TAMIYA JAPAN
Tamiya, Inc., 3-7 Ondawara  
Suruga-ku, Shizuoka 422-8610 Japan 
www.tamiya.com

● TAMIYA UK;  
THE HOBBY COMPANY LIMITED
Garforth Place, Knowlhill, 
Milton Keynes, MK5 8PG, UK
Tel; 01908 605686  
Fax; 01908 605666
enquiries@hobbyco.net
www.hobbyco.net

● TANK MODEL, RUSSIA
www.tank-model.ru
www.afvmodeller.com

● TANK WORKSHOP
345 Wynbrook Drive
McDonough, GA, 30253 USA 
Tel; (770) 573-1409,  
Fax; (770) 573-0479
www.tankworkshop.com

● TRUMPETER
www.trumpeter-china.com
Pocketbond in the UK

● TUNGSTEN DRILLS
Allan Sidney No.6, Park Gardens, 
Holbeach, Lincolnshire, PE12 7PJ
allansid@aol.com

● U-MODELS
1103, rue de Feucherolles
78630, Orgeval, France
www.u-models.com

● VALLEJO (Creative Models in UK)
Acrylicos Vallejo, SL Apartado 337 - 
08800 Vilanova i la Geltrú, Barcelona, 
Spain Tel; (34) 93 893 60 12
Fax; (34) 93 893 11 54
www.acrylicosvallejo.com

● WORLD WAR TWO BOOKS
Military History Books Ltd (Mail order 
address, callers by appointment)
2 Cysgod Y Bryn, Aberystwyth,
Ceredigion, SY23 4LR,
United Kingdom
Tel; 01970 623778
sales@worldwartwobooks.com
www.worldwartwobooks.com

● WIDESPREAD SOLUTIONS
Unit 1 Levens Hall Park, Lund Lane, 
Killinghall, Harrogate, West Yorkshire 
HG3 2BG, UK. Tel; +44(0)1423 
522836 Fax; +44(0)1423 525656
info@graphicair.co.uk
www.graphicair.co.uk



CONTACT INFO:

Tel: +44(0)1525 222 573 
Advertising enquiries: alan@doolittlemedia.com
Doolittle Mill, Doolittle Lane, Totternhoe,  
Bedfordshire, LU6 1QX, UK
www.tamiyamodelmagazine.com
Editorial email: editor@tamiyamodelmagazine.com
Other enquiries: enquiries@doolittlemedia.com
www.tamiyamodelmagazine.com

Please order Tamiya Model Magazine International for me and reserve/deliver a regular copy starting with issue:-
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Address: ...........................................................................................................................................................................................  

............................................................................................................................................................................................................  

............................................................................................................................................................................................................  
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Telephone:  .......................................................................................................................................................................................  
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The paper used on 
this title is from 

sustainable forestry

NEXT ISSUE
The next issue of TMMI is July 2021 

(No.309), on sale June 17th

...AND MUCH MORE, OF COURSE!
Due to the many factors that can influence the 

appearance (or non-appearance) of a model 

in TMMI, the items listed here are shown on a 

provisional basis. We endeavour to bring you these 

articles, but please be patient if they do not feature! 

Thank you for your understanding.

BIG STORM'S 'A BREWIN
Italeri's impressive Tornado GR.4 in 1:32

WORLDSBK in 1:12
Tamiya's 1:12 Ducati Panigale 
1199S in 2014 Alstare colours

IT'S ANOTHER HELLCAT! 
This time, the Airfix monster in 1:24...



The Editor’s Page...
The massive Mercedes now comes with a radio system!
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Sponsored by 

www.craftknives.co.uk 

Basic specifications
- Overall length: 660mm
- Total width: 196mm
- Total height: 268mm 
- Total weight: approx. 5.1kg with RC system and 

battery
- Wheelbase: 133mm/215mm/103mm
- Track front/rear: 156/138mm double tyre tread
- Chassis type: aluminium/polycarbonate resin
- Suspension: front and rear: leaf spring
- Includes TR Mighty Tune Motor (35T), four-channel 

transmitter/receiver plus two servos
Essential items to be purchased separately:
- ESC MFC-03 or Tamiya TBLE-02S recommended, 

power supply for transmitter (X4 AA batteries), 
battery for running, charger 

Optional parts to add more action
- Electric Actuator Set For 1:14 RC Dump Truck 

(sold separately). Raises and lowers the loading 
platform from the transmitter

- Euro Style Multifunction Unit MFC-03 (sold 
separately). A multifunction control unit with built-
in ESC that enables not only normal driving but 
also extremely low speed driving, synchronising the 
realistic engine sound with various actions unique 
to trucks and realistic vehicle body vibration

Tamiya's latest 1:14 radio controlled truck is the mighty 
Mercedes-Benz Arox 4151 8x4 dump truck, which, this 
time, comes complete with an RC system. The kit's 
specification list is long, so here's the breakdown!

HEAVY HAULAGE



Find us on facebook 
search Plastic Kit UK

Sign Up to our Newsletter 
on www.hobbyco.net




