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TAMIYA

- 1:12 Porsche 934 Vaillant 
- 1:12 Kawasaki H2 Carbon
- 1:35 West German Tank M47 

Patton (Italeri tooling)
- Spray-Work Airbrush Stand III
- Airbrush Regulator (w/Meter)
- Metal Primer (40ml Bottle)
hobbyco.net

EDUARD

- 1:48 Avia S-199
creativemodels.co.uk 
www.eduard.com

REVELL 

- 1:76 T-34/76 Model 1940
- 1:35 Sd.Kfz.251/1 Ausf.A
- 1:72 Sd.Kfz.251 ausf C with Wurfr 40
- 1:72 Jagdpanther Sd.Kfz.173
- 1:72 A-10C Thunderbolt II
- 1:72 Junkers F.13
- 1:72 Dassault Aviation Mirage F .1C-CT
- 1:72 Junkers Ju88 A-1 Battle of Britain
- 1:72 UH-60 Transport Helicopter
- 1:720 Assault Ship USS Tarawa LHA-1
- 1:200 Gift Set Bucket Wheel Excavator 289
- 1:72 Model Set MH-47E Chinook
- 1:24 ‘78 Corvette Indy Pace Car
revell.de/en

STAR DECALS

- 1:48 T-55A Balkans 
- 1:48 T-55A Cold War
- 1:48 T-55A War
star-decals.net

ON THE WAY FROM TAMIYA
1:48 Swiss Messerschmitt Bf109 E-3 
This special edition kit depicts one of the 

Bf109E-3 aircraft operated by Swiss forces 

during and after WWII. Includes markings to 

recreate the Swiss flag markings that were 

applied to stop them being mistaken for 

German Luftwaffe aircraft. The kit will come 

with two marking options. www.hobbyco.net

ON THE WAY FROM REVELL
1:72 Star Wars B-Wing Fighter
Now under Revell's wing, Bandai's range 

of stunning Star Wars kits now includes 

the B-Wing, a great-looking machine. 

The kit features a detail cockpit with a 

miniature of Nien Nunb at the controls!

www.revell.de/en

NEW FROM ZVEZDA
1:48 MIL Mi-24V/VP Hind combat helicopter
The Mi-24 – NATO code HIND – was developed in the late 1960s, 

the 'V' version being the most widely produced, with over 1,500 

examples being made. The first combat test for the Hind was the 

Afghanistan conflict and it served in most conflicts worldwide, 

from 1979 until the present time. Zvezda's new-tool kit allows the 

building of two versions: Mi-24V with single 12.7mm four-barrel 

YAK-B machine gun Mi-24VP with 23mm twin autocannon turret. 

Decals are provided for one Soviet, two Russian and one Czech Air 

Force helicopter. Two pilot figures are included.www.hobbyco.net

NEW FROM AIRFIX
1:48 DeHavilland Tiger Moth
It had to happen! Airfix's ever-expanding 

range of mouthwatering, new-tool 1:48 

aircraft models now 

includes the lovely 

DeHavilland Tiger Moth. 

More news on this kit soon.

www.airfix.com

NEW FROM EDUARD
1:48 Spitfire Mk.I new-tool & 1:48 Tempest MkII
Eduard have created an all-new Spitfire Mk.I in 1:48 and it will 

feature some fantastic surface detail. More news soon.

The Tempest Mk.II follows the previous Tempest release, the Mk.V. 

There will be a new fuselage and wing plus some detail parts. Many 

small parts are shared with the Mk.V kit.

www.creativemodels.co.uk www.eduard.com
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ON THE WAY FROM TAMIYA
1:10 RC 1997 Mercedes-Benz CLK-GTR (TT-01 Type-E)
Tamiya is to re-launch the classic 1997 Mercedes-Benz 

CLK-GTR (originally 58214), this time on the proven 

TT-01 Type-E chassis which features 

shaft-driven 4WD for easy handling, 

and great customising potential. 

A wide range of Hop-Up Option 

parts is available to tune 

the chassis.

www.hobbyco.net
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ALFA ALFA ALFA ALFA ALFA ALFA 
MALEMALEMALEMALEMALEMALE
Dallas Hall goes back in time to 1994 
and builds Tamiya's still superb 1:24 
Alfa Ro,meo 155 V6 TI, adding Studio27 
and Hobby Design detail sets for good 
measure

B
ack in the early 1990s, Alfa 
Romeo was a dominant force 
in Touring Car racing across 
various championships, one of 

which was the German DTM series 
and this was the car Tamiya picked 
as the base for this kit. In the usual 
Tamiya fashion, all parts are nicely 
moulded and detailed allowing for a 
decent-looking build out of the box. 
I chose to take mine a step further 
though and introduced a number of 
extra details along the way. Studio 27 
and Hobby Design both make decent 
details sets; unable to decide which 
to use I went with both, picking and 

choosing the best from each. I started 
my build with the heart of the car, the 
V6 engine. Selective detail painting, a 
bit of carbon-fibre decal and additional 
wiring saw this start to come to life. 
Once attached to the chassis and the 
exhausts fitted, I moved on to the 
suspension. The Studio 27 set included 
some really nice cast alloy brakes parts, 
so these were what I opted to use. Not 
being happy for them to hide behind 
the wheels, a decision was made on 
the direction I would take for the final 
display. With the PE disk faces given a 
key with my Dremel they had a suitably 
worn look ready to be shown off.

Comparing the Hobby Design and Studio 27 brake 
sets. As nice as the HD set is, the white metal parts 
in the S27 set just have that little bit more detail 
that will add to the build

Checking out the accessories

U 
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A selection of resin parts and metal 
rivets that come in the Hobby Design set

Studio 27 white metal parts will make some nice additions 
to the kit. They also include ribbon for the seatbelts if you 
choose to use them

Hobby Design resin wheels are slightly different to the kit 
parts and include detailed centre nuts. These will make a  
nice addition and give it a different appearance once finished
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A variety of Alclad II shades were used 
for the base colours on the engine and 
gearbox. Careful masking was applied to 
get crisp lines between each shade

An oil wash was applied before the 
small details were picked out. This 
process can make a big difference 
to a build if not overdone

Metal trumpets were fitted, 
but later rejected due to 
clearance issues. Fuel rails 
were also modified to have 
a lower fitment point

A quick mock-up determines that the exhausts were 
aligned correctly, as the author had chosen to glue 
the complete exhaust together before painting to 
remove and visible joins once assembled

Checking the engine location before final 
fitment takes place. Being a typical Tamiya 
kit there were no surprises

Engine sits low in the chassis and with the kit 
trumpets re-installed there should be no clearance 
issues. More Studio 27 CF decals were used on the 
wheel arches as well

After being painted with Zero Paints Semi Gloss 
black, Studio 27 carbon fibre decals were applied 
to the air box before the kit provided Alfa Romeo 
emblem decal was applied

Plenty of Studio 27 carbon fibre was used around 
the engine bay. Different levels of gloss were then 
applied to break it up a bit

Further wiring 
was added for the 
electrics under 
the air box and 
the engine bay is 
nearly complete

The anti-roll bar 
linkage was all 

scratchbuilt from 
various tubes and 

wires and fitted 
at the rear of the 

engine bay. RB 
Motion fittings 

were used to link 
it all together

Up-detailing the engine
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INTO THE CABIN
Fitting the air intakes brought the 
engine bay work to an end (or so I 
thought), moving me on to the interior. 
With it being a race car, there’s a lot 
going on in here. Tamiya have done a 
good job in trying to represent this, but 
as with other areas I wanted to take 
it further. The Hobby Design set was 
the perfect start with resin electrical 
boxes, turned metal switches and a 
host of photo-etch. A quick rummage 
through my wiring box found a variety 

of different types to bring it all together. 
Work started on the dash. I decided 

to cut out the vent areas and replace 
them with sheet styrene, positioned to 
look open. Covered with carbon fibre 
decals and clear coated it was ready 
for the details - some from the HD set, 
others from the Studio 27 set and a few 
extra knobs and buttons thrown in for 
good measure. 

The rest of the interior followed. I’d 
seen lots of reference photos showing 
a fire extinguisher behind the driver’s 

seat. Thinking it would look good in 
the model, I sourced a set from Hobby 
Design and set about installing it. This 
required further wiring adding, leading 
me to scratchbuild an emergency 
switch for this next to the driver’s seat. 
Being a prominent part of the interior, 
it was worth the effort. More studying 
of my reference photos drove me to add 
details like the heat protection below 
the gear lever, along with modifying 
the gear lever itself. The interior tub 
was now getting close to completion. 

Cabin upgrades

A small selection of parts are all detail painted and decalled 
ready to be fitted 

Hobby Design switches and buttons make for 
excellent additions and really bring the dash area 
to life. A fine brush and steady hand were then 
required to paint the red lines around them

Painted with Zero 
Paints matt black 
and covered with 
micro-balloons, 
the seat was then 
finished off with 
PE buckles and 
2mm red ribbon.

Hobby Design really know how to bring interiors to 
life, with this being no exception. Of course, a few 
extra bits of photo-etch, carbon decals and wiring 
were added for good measure

Following reference photos, the gear lever was 
cut into three sections and photo-etch washers 
added in between. A safety switch was then 
scratch-built for the fire safety system

A Hobby Design set in its own right, a fire 
extinguisher is a great addition to any race car, 
all plumbed in with some spare wire

Practically invisible once all assembled, the anti-roll 
bar levers are works of art in their own right. Multiple 
PE pieces and handles cut from the original kit parts 
make up the assembly

Photo-etch buckles help secure the fire 
extinguisher in place after it was all painted up. 
Hobby Design even thought to include a safety 
clip on the handle

Electronics boxes were treated to some Scale 
Motorsport CF decals and then matt clear-coated 
with Tamiya X-86 Flat Clear before the additional 
wiring was added

Test fitting the roll cage 
and seat was an important 
step while locating the fire 
extinguisher and planning 
the cable routes

Just a few of the 
additions to the interior 

can be spotted when it’s 
all together. The steering 

wheel was treated in 
the same way as the 

seat with micro-balloons 
applied over Zero Paints 

matt black

V 

U 
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DRESSING UP THE SEAT
The seat was up next. SMS carbon 
Kevlar was added to the back and once 
cleared and masked off, the front was 
painted matt black, with micro balloons 
applied over the wet paint to give it 
some texture. Once dry, they were sealed 
with more matt black. The HD set came 
into its own again with some PE buckles 
for the harnesses. Along with some 2mm 
ribbon, these are a marked improvement 
over the kit supplied decals.

As work continued on the interior, 
one particular part stood out to me – 
the anti-roll bar linkage. Researching 
this and its operation moved me back 

to the engine bay. Lurking behind the 
main air scoop is the mechanism for 
this. With nothing to represent it in the 
kit, I got some various diameter tubing, 
RB Motion fittings, some PE linkages, 
Top Studio rivets and some extra 
wiring and attempted to replicate this 
complex looking area. 

Eventually, I was ready to close 
the interior up. The door panels 
were covered with Bare Metal Foil to 
resemble the bare aluminium on the 
originals. With a couple of scratch-built 
window winders and a few bits of PE 
later I was happy with them. Time to 
move on to the exterior.

The main sections of the exhaust pipework were 
glued together before painting. This allows for any 
joints to be eliminated and give a smoother look

All the brake and suspension pieces were painted 
together, along with the exhaust ends. Extra pieces 
were painted up to compare between the HD and 
ST27 sets

The rear suspension is complete and exhausts are 
routed through. Heat staining was applied using 
various Alclad II shades to break up the silver 
tones of the exhausts. 

Finishing the exhausts

Preparing the bodyshell

ZERO PAINTS ALFA ROSSO RED
The ST27 set had some PE parts to 
attach to the arches, which I’d not 
seen before. After a quick check, I 
found the real ones were fitted with a 
series of rivets, so holes were drilled 
ready to take some Top Studio metal 
fixings. The rest of the bodywork got 
similar treatment ready for all the 
extra parts I wanted to fit. Next came 
paint and decals. Zero Paints Alfa 
Rosso Red was the paint of choice. 
After a protective primer coat, the 
red was sprayed over the body panels 
ready for decals to be applied. 

With the Cartograf decals going 
down flawlessly, the body was left for 
a few days and then a few coats of 
Zero Paints' 2k Diamond clear were 
applied. Having excellent levelling 
properties meant that little work had 
to be done to get the smooth gloss 
finish I was looking for. 

With that set aside to cure I 
started on the wheels. I chose to go 
with Hobby Design ones just to be 
different. Supplied with detailed 
centre bolts, I set about weathering 
them. With PE added and wiring for 
the thread they were ready. Now for 
the final touches. A PE wiper from the 
ST27 set, aerials from Hobby Design, 
some white metal clips, an air jack 
from Scale Productions and some 
more rivets were the final touches to 
complete the model. 

Tiny rivets were added around the wheel 
arches, fitted into drilled holes

Zero Paints’ Pink Primer was used as an overall 
undercoat

Zero Paints' Alfa Rosso Red formed the body colour

V 

U 
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FINAL THOUGHTS
All in all, this was an excellent kit to 
build and I thoroughly enjoyed it. The 
base kit, despite being over twenty-five 
years old, still holds its own against 
many modern kits, with the added 
benefit of having full engine detail. 
Both the Hobby Design and Studio 27 
sets bring a lot to the table in their 
own ways and I was pleased to have no 
issues with fitment of any of the extra 
parts, as can often be the case with 
these things. ●

T E C H S P E C . . .

TAMIYA 1:24 ALFA ROMEO 155 V6 TI            KIT NO.24137

Materials;

Injection-moulded polystyrene, polycaps, synthetic rubber 

tyres, waterslide decals

Paints used:

Zero Paints: Pink Primer, Alfa Rosso Red 

Accessories used:

Studio 27, Hobby Design

Availability:

- Tamiya models, accessories, paints and materials are widely 

available from good model shops and online. UK import and 

distribution by The Hobby Company Limited; www.hobbyco.net

- Zero Paints, Studio 27, Hobby Design: www.hiroboy.com

V 
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FULL-BUILD: NAUTICAL DIORAMA
REVELL 1:72 GERMAN SUBMARINE DEUTSCHES U-BOOT VII C WOLF PACK/DIE GRAUEN WÖLFE ● KIT NO.05015
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DROWNING WOLF
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Scott Withers describes the creation of 
his magnificent 'Drowning Wolf' diorama, 
featuring Revell's 1:72 Type VIIC U-boat

DROWNING WOLF
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A 
few years ago, while researching 
photos to use as a reference for my 
first big 1:72 Revell VIIC, I came 
across a captivating photo of a sinking 

WWII German submarine. It showed a 
stricken boat struggling to stay afloat as a 
group of sailors fought to escape the slowly 
sinking wreck. In the middle of a calm sea, 
the men raced to board individual rafts or 
simply to jump overboard for their lives. This 
was the U-625.

The image stuck in my head. As both a 
scale modeller and a lover of WWII history, 
the scene represented an opportunity to not 
only challenge my modelling skills but to tell 
a story: a story of panic, loss, desperation 
and survival. The hunter had now become 
the hunted, with some – like the U- 625 – 
left to fight for its life while its attackers 
coldly circled above to ensure the threat was 
neutralised. 

Before beginning on the actual model, 
I started to plan the construction of the 
seascape. The sea surface was perhaps the 
biggest challenge to making the scene come 
to life. The sea needed to be a calm, glossy 
sea which posed a sculpting challenge; any 
imperfections in texture would telegraph 
right through the gloss (even brush strokes 
would show through so I resolved to airbrush 
the colour when it came time to paint). Using 
my 3D model as a guide to overall size, I 
found some inexpensive pre-made art to act 
as my seascape frame. The foam was cut to 
size with the help of a hot- wire foam cutter. 

PREPARING REVELL'S U-BOAT
I was now ready for the submarine. I began 
with Revell’s classic 1:72 VIIC U-boat 
(05015). There were some big challenges in 
my mind when setting out on the project. 
The overall scene would be simple: basically, 
just a long, listing, black submarine on a 
calm North Atlantic sea. Without proper 
attention to detail, it might be boring. 
Therefore, both the submarine and the sea 
surface had to have enough detail and visual 
interest to hold the viewer’s attention. I 
was now confident that the sea would be 
convincing, but what could I do to enhance 
the sub? For that, I chose to upgrade to 
a Nautilus wood deck and the Eduard 
photo-etched set to add detail.

I did extensive research on both the U-625 
and on build techniques to enhance the 
accuracy of the base model. This research 
yielded some great information and one 
friendship. My (now) friend and fellow 
modeller Glenn Cauley (Canada) provided 
countless tips both on historical accuracy 
as well as build techniques for the boat 
itself. And in a miraculous twist: Glenn’s 
father Frank was the navigator aboard the 
Canadian Short Sunderland flying-boat 
that sank the actual U-625! Inspiration and 
guidance was also found in the amazing 
talent of Dutch modeller Karel Ton.

One of the spare sections of hull was 
a perfect place for testing painting and 
weathering techniques before applying them 
to the model. I planned on painting this 
boat completely differently to my last big 
U-boat, so I was in uncharted water with my 
techniques. I took a number cues from Dutch 
modeller Karel Ton’s beautiful build of his 
U-995 a few years ago.

The author describes the creation of the seascape

I started by creating a rough 3D model in a program called 'Sketchup' to study composition 
and overall diorama size. I initially planned to build the actual U-625, a task which would 
have required a different conning tower arrangement among other mods. But, the necessary 
pieces and parts were no longer available, so I decided to build a generic configuration; one 
that would capture the spirit of the tragedy while allowing some artistic license

I knew I didn’t have 
the skills to manually 
achieve the sea I 
envisioned, so I took 
the opportunity to try 
something I’d been 
dying to explore: I had 
the sea CNC routed 
using a 3D model 
downloaded from the 
internet. In this way, 
the foam was carved 
with photorealistic 
precision requiring 
very little in the way of 
preparation for paint

Next came the task of cutting the hole in the seascape foam to receive the boat. I’d only 
get one chance at cutting the hole correctly so I knew it would require practice. Due to the 
model penetrating the two-inch foam at an angle, the foam would need to be contoured and 
undercut near the stern. This second test helped me figure all that out before I cut the actual 
piece. Finally the seascape was cut. At last it was time to paint and weather the modelU 
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I was now ready to 
paint the seascape. 
The foam seascape 
was prepped with 
gesso using a 
foam paint roller 
in order to avoid 
brush strokes in 
the gesso. I knew 
I wanted a cold, 
dark north Atlantic 
sea and that the 
colours needed to 
complement to boat

I built up the above colours using a pre-shading concept, allowing each airbrushed layer 
to show through each subsequent layer. The colours were deepened with multiple layers 
of high gloss varnish

There was one detail on the seascape that I 
wracked my brains over: how to create ripples 
emanating from the wreck. All the reference photos 
I found of similar sinkings showed the same 
radiating ripple patterns. After much experimenting, 
I discovered that I could use the back end of a 
large paintbrush to 'draw' ripples in the foam

Around the same time, I started working out a composition for the whitewater by laying loose 
cotton all over the seascape. After I arrived at a good layout, I began fixing the whitewater in 
layers using gloss gel medium (a technique I borrowed from the great modeller Chris Flodberg). In 
some areas, like the rear wake above, I applied a thinned layer of deep sea blue over the cotton to 
tone down the brightness and to give the look of a deep churn

The rest of the white-water proceeded layer by layer, using reference photos as a guide. I continued to apply multiple coats of high gloss varnish 
over the cotton to give a sense of depth. The water soon started to look as though it was made of resin. When the white-water was finally complete, 
I anchored the aft rigging lines and the starboard side railing lines into the seascape using sewing needles, making then look as though they were 
disappearing into the water. Lastly, I needed to bring the dio to life by adding the escaping crew
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CORROSION TEXTURES
I began by creating some corrosion texture 
in certain areas by mixing rust coloured 
pigment with acrylic resin. This would mostly 
be covered by the hull base colour, but some 
might become visible through chipping so I 
wanted the colour to read true in that case. A 
base coat of Vallejo German Grey was then laid 
down for the lower hull. Next came a thin layer 
of Tamiya Dark Sea Grey airbrushed over the 
German Grey. This was immediately wiped off 
with a wet cloth after applying. Next came the 
upper hull colour A layer of Vallejo Light Grey 
acted as a base colour Highlights were created 
by tinting the base colour with white. This was 
then rubbed with a wet cloth to distress the 
surface. Next, a thinned layer of Tamiya Flat 
White was airbrushed on over some AK Worn 
Effects Chipping Fluid. It was then chipped 
using water and an old paintbrush. The result 
was now beginning to look like old, weathered 
paint. I then started on topside weathering. 

The decal emblem was applied, and a worn 
area on the periscope was created with some 
AK True Metal Wax. The conning tower deck 
masking was then removed (for good this 
time). The deck was stained the same way 
as the main deck, and the wood panelling 
(also from the Nautilus deck set) was stained 
and glued in place. (Interesting note: watch 
for that flagpole to disappear soon. I slowly 
made the realisation that the pole would not 
be in place at sea so it got snipped off later). 
The next stage of streaking then began, this 
time using strictly pigments. Here I’m using 
AIM Grimy Black and Mig Rocket Exhaust to 
create random stains. Areas of rust were then 
created using AK Rust Streaks and Wilder 
AquaLine Series Brown Rust.

FURTHER WEATHERING
First off, I applied a few coats of Vallejo’s 
Light Grey wash on the conning tower to 
unify the existing layers of paint. Weathering 
continued with the same pigments I used on 
the hull. Additionally, rust streaks and fading 
were added in areas with the use of Vallejo’s 
Rust wash. It was during this phase that 
I altered the bell cord to hang at an angle 
instead of straight down as it was moulded 
The weathering was finally complete on the 
sub. Now it was time to attach the rigging 
and finish the seascape. I chose EZLine 
(heavy, black) rigging as an upgrade to the 
kit-supplied string due to its elastic quality. 
I used it for both the rigging and railings. 
I made sure I had enough slack on the aft 
rigging so that it would disappear into the 
waves at the correct positions. 

Photos of the U-625 acted as my main 
reference. After a bit of trial and error with 
the figures, I arrived at an arrangement that 
I could use without having to structurally 
modify the figures. Which is a good thing, 
because I needed to save my energy for what 
was yet to come. The figures were primed and 
I moved on to the rafts. The Kriegsmarine 
life rafts were a unique shape and size and 
I knew it would be a challenge to create 
these. Incidentally it was difficult to refer 
to the photo above. That is a group of U-625 
survivors huddled together after escaping the 
boat. None would survive; they lost their lives 
in a storm shortly afterward. I tried a number 
things from balloon parts to moulded putty, 
but I couldn’t get the shape just right.

Building the U-boat

Work began by drilling out, filing and thinning the spillage port holes and their surrounding 
plastic

Next began the task of “oil canning” the hull. This was the painstaking process of scraping 
away sections of plastic along the hull to create the effect of pressure damage and buckling 
of the hull plates. This was done with an X-Acto knife followed by sanding the areas smooth

Further texturing of the saddle 
tanks and other hull surfaces 
was created using a Dremel to 
roughen the surface, followed 
by sanding

Using a laser level, I located the sea level in the diorama. 
This showed me where I could stop the texturing process 
on the hull, since she’s sinking

Work then continued on the stabilizers and the bow net cutter, substituting wire rod for the 
long support and introducing some of the Eduard PE parts

V 

U 
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Kit parts were cannibalized for use with the Nautilus wood deck 
upgrade. The conning tower came together nicely. A small amount 
of sanding on the wood deck tabs was needed to create a snug fit 
between the upper and lower halves.

The wooden areas were masked off for protection and the tower fitted up with 
some PE detailing in preparation for priming and painting

Structural bracing was added to the 
interior using thick sheet styrene to 
help hold the hull together once the 
aft end of the sub was cut off

The boat was primed with 
Tamiya rattle can Fine Primer. 
I got so excited after priming 
that I removed the conning 
tower deck mask too early, 
forgetting that it still had 
to be painted! I ended up 
re-masking it again later

The conning tower then 
received a base coat of 

Tamiya Neutral Grey, followed 
by highlights created by 

mixing the base colour with 
white. Then, chipping fluid 

and some thinned Tamiya Flat 
White was applied to give a 

distressed, whitewashed look

For the figures, I chose a few sets on Shapeways 
from a seller by the name of “Panzer VS Tanks.” 
They offered a wide range of poses that I hoped 
would give me lots of composition options

Streaking then began on the hull. For this I 
used Mig Ammo’s Engine Grime. Very thin, 
close vertical lines were painted with the help 
of a drafting triangle to speed the process and 
ensure consistent, true verticals

The Nautilus wood deck was stained with Minwax 
‘Jacobean’ and ‘Ebony’ stains. Darker accents were 
created with AK Naval Series 301 Dark Wash for 
Wood Deck. To give the effect of dried salt water, 
I applied thinned white oil paint from a Mig Ammo 
Oil Brusher
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FINAL STEPS
So I decided to ask a 
modeller at Shapeways 
named diStefan to create 
them for me. They were 
just what I needed. I also 
discovered that by applying 
a little heat, I could bend 
them just enough have them 
lay neatly over the waves. I 
then painted the figures and 
added scratchbuilt life vests, 
crafted from lead foil, strips 
of tape, and some leather 
bead cord. The ends of the 
cord (used for the neck rest) 
were rounded by dipping 
them in Micro Kristal Klear. 
Lastly, I scratch built some 
raft paddles from wire and 
tape. At last she was done. 
I fixed the figures and rafts 
in place, and added more 
ripples around the solo raft 
off of the port side. Cue the 
'Das Boot' soundtrack! ●

T E C H S P E C . . .

REVELL 1:72 GERMAN SUBMARINE 
DEUTSCHES U-BOOT VII C WOLF PACK/
DIE GRAUEN WÖLFE KIT NO.05015
Materials;
Injection-moulded polystyrene, waterslide 

decals

Paints used:
- Tamiya Acrylics: XF-63 German Grey, XF-54 

Dark Sea Grey

- Vallejo: German Grey

Accessories used:
- Eduard: U-boat VIIC 1:72 (53008)

Availability;
- Revell models are widely available from 

good model shops and online.  

www.revell.de/en

- Eduard: www.creativemodels.co.uk  

www.eduard.com

- Nautilus Models: www.nautilusmodels.com

V 



23TMMI 295 May 2020



KIT PREVIEW: MODEL MOTORSPORT

24 May 2020 TMMI 295

TAMIYA 1:24 FORD MUSTANG GT4 ● KIT NO.24354

T
he actual car comes as a 

race-ready machine, featuring 

plenty of aerodynamic elements 

including front spoiler, rear wing 

and diffuser, high-performance brakes, 

lightweight carbon fibre vented bonnet, 

roof, door panels and more, plus a big 

5.2-litre V8 engine in the front. Tamiya's 

kit new 1:24 recreates the 2019 Mustang 

and can be finished as the No.17 car 

in overall grey as it appeared at the 

Goodwood Festival and also the white 

No.18 car in the official Ford scheme. 

Neither are particularly eye-popping 

but aftermarket decal suppliers are sure 

to come up with some more colourful 

liveries in the near future.

A complete engine isn't included, just 

the lower mechanical areas such as 

gearbox and sump, but the suspension 

and drivetrain are beautifully depicted 

and more than satisfy the eye when 

inspecting the Mustang's belly.

The bodyshell looks superb and 

captures the muscular profile of the real 

machine perfectly; Tamiya's designers 

have really done their homework here. 

It comes moulded in white polystyrene 

which obviates the risk of coloured 

dyes in the plastic leaching up through 

the paint layers, making the painting 

of alternative colours schemes much 

confidence-inspiring. Check out the 

photos of the parts here and you can 

tell this is another classy production for 

Tamiya's iconic 1:24 Sports Car Series. 

The full, blow-by-blow article will follow 

soon, in TMMI, naturally! ●

AVAILABILITY;

Tamiya models, accessories, paints 

and materials are widely available 

from good model shops and online. UK 

import and distribution by The Hobby 

Company Limted; www.hobbyco.net
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Tamiya announced an all-new 1:24 kit of the 

2019-spec Ford Mustang GT4 back in January this 

year, at the Nuremberg Toy Fair and it came as 

quite a surprise, albeit a very pleasant one! 

TMMI 295 May 2020
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Marcus N
icholls 

builds, paints a
nd weathers-u

p Tamiya's
 

'littl
e ras

cal', 
the all-

new R35 Light Tank in 1:35

U
ntil 1935, the little vintage 
Renault FT was the staple 
of the French tank force. 
On the mainland, it had 

been upgraded as the rearmed 
FT31 but, throughout the 
colonies, it was left unchanged 
since 1918. It was clear by 1932 
that the newly tested Renault 
tanks, like the NC27, were not 
sufficient for the task demanded 
of them. They were too heavy, 
complex, costly and, therefore, 
not suited for mass-production. 
The original requirements dated 
back from 1926 and asked for 
a ‘char d’accompagnement’ 
(support tank) that could replace 
the FT and still operate in the 
same manner. However, with 
the increase in AT gun calibre 
and velocity, the emphasis was 
put on protection. In early 1933, 
Hotchkiss proposed a solution, 
with an affordable small tank 
which turned the table. But 
instead of purchasing some 
directly, for political reasons 
and due to the contract size, 
other contractors were asked 
in August 1933 to present their 
own model. Fourteen responded, 
ranging from automotive 
companies to small armouries. U 
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Historical introduction kindly 
provided by David Bocquelet from 

www.tanks-encyclopedia.com
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Renault, badly wanting this 
contract, rushed a prototype which 
was ready when a new specification 
was emitted on June 21st, 1934. It 
asked for an increase in armour, 
from 30mm to 40mm (1.18-1.57 in). 
Renault could not revise the design 
on time and was the first to present 
its ZM prototype to the Commission 
de Vincennes, on 20 December 1934. 
The model performed well, but was 
sent back to the factory for add-on 
armour and mounting the new APX 
(Atelier de Rueil) cast turret in April 
1935. Tests were then resumed 
when, due to the growing tensions 
caused by the swift and massive 
German rearmament, the commission 
awarded the new tank a contract 
for 300 machines as the R35, on 29 
April 1935. This was before the model 
could be perfected by Renault for 
pre-production. By 4 June 1936, the 
first delivered were promptly tested 
and modifications performed during 
production. Contrary to the Hotchkiss 
H35, it was also produced for export.

R35 TECHNICAL SPEC
The R35 bears a strong resemblance 
to its rival, the Hotchkiss H35. They 
shared the same APX turret, the 
three-module hull construction and 
placement for the driver and engine. 
However, their dimensions differed, 
as well as the placement of the hull 
casemate, placed further to the rear 
for the Renault and, most obviously, 
the drivetrain. The hull was made 
of three main prefabricated cast 
sections bolted together, while on 
the H35 these were welded. This 
helped improve production times. 
Everything else was welded-on. 
Maximum thickness on the glacis 
was 43mm (1.69 in), and 40mm to 
30mm (1.57-1.18 in) on the hull lower 
sides, rear and engine deck. The 
turret itself was made of hard cast 
iron, 30mm (1.18 in) thick.

The turret received a dome-like 
rotatable cupola with vertical vision 
slits. It was free running on a ball 
track ring, either traversed by the 
weight of the commander or cranked 
more precisely for aiming. The 
commander normally stood on the 
tank floor. As customary in French 
practice, the turret had a rear hatch 
that could be hinged down, allowing 
the commander to sit on it, legs 
inside, for external observation. 
The early turret model was the 
APX-R, equipped with a L713 sight, 
mounting the short barrel 37mm 
(1.46 in) Puteaux L/21 SA-18 and a 
coaxial 7.5mm (0.29 in) Châtellerault 
fortress machine-gun. This main 
gun was effective only against 
concrete fortifications at relatively 
short range, as muzzle velocity was 
only 300m/s (984 ft/s). At best only 
12mm (0.47 in) of armour could be 
defeated at less than 500m (1,640 
ft). Once again, it was due to tactical 

The kit's lower hull 
builds up from a belly 

plate, sidewalls and rear 
panel with a bracing 
panel internally. Two 

parts (B56, B44) attach 
to the upper hull sides 

to form the overhang 
and where they join, a 

little re-texturing will be 
needed to conceal the 

cemented line

The rear panel, along 
with most of the 

upper hull and nose 
are covered with 
a finely rendered 

cast-steel effect that 
doesn't require any 
additional texturing 

by the modeller

These views show the assembled model minus tracks; 
the areas of grey are patches of Mr Surfacer 500, used 
to fully close-up cement-lines. The figure has been 
temporarily fitted in the turret hatch and his presences 
shows us how small the little R35 really was

Building the R35's hull

V 
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limitations. It was never intended 
to deal with other tanks. Normal 
provision of ammo was seventy-two 
AP and fifty-eight HE rounds plus 
2,400 cartridges.

THE R35 IN ACTION
At the time of the May 1940 German 
attack on France, the French army 
had 900 R35s in service, then the 
most numerous model available. 
According to the French military 
doctrine, it was to be used only for 
direct infantry support. However, 
its gun proved to be able to defeat 
Panzers I and II, while the frontal 
armour could withstand even a 
direct hit from the standard 37mm 
(1.46 in). The R35 equipped the 
1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 7th, 8th and 
9th 'Armées', plus the 'Armée des 
Alpes' facing the Italian border, 
into Groupements de Bataillons 
de Chars. These were strictly 
tank units without other organic 
component and only committed 
to infantry support in close 
coordination with infantry units. 
However, on 15th May, when it was 
clear that the doctrine was failing, 
135 R35s from the 2nd, 24th and 
44th BCC were allocated to a newly 
formed 4th DCR (Division Cuirassée 
de Réserve) while two others (40 and 
48 BCC) reinforced the 2nd DCR. 
Later, 300 tanks from the materiel 
reserve were also reserved these new 
units. Many R35s were also found 
in the Colonies. The 63rd and 68th 
BCC were in Syria (95 tanks) and 
the 62nd BCC in Morocco with thirty 
tanks. The irony was the first faced 
Australian troops during the Allied 
invasion of that mandate territory 
in 1941, while the others faced 
American troops in November 1942 
(operation Torch). Later on, the Free 
French 1st CCC constituted a unit 
with available R35s for operations in 
this sector.

WITH THE AXIS: NAZI GERMANY
The German army snapped up no 
fewer than 843 R35s, according to 
the Waffenamt, in the aftermath of 
the French surrender. 131 of these 
used directly as Panzerkampfwagen 
35R 731(f) for security, mainly in 
France, close to their spare parts 
base, but also in the Balkans and 
possibly in the conquered territories 
of Russia for anti-partisan 
operations. Others served as driver 
training turretless vehicles, while 
their turrets found an application 
on various armoured trains, yet 
again, against the French resistance 
or partisans throughout Europe. 
Other turrets were used as pillboxes 
in various strategic positions 
in France and the Netherlands. 
Fourteen of these driver training 
vehicle, still with their turrets, saw 
action at Sainte Mère Église with 
the 1057th Grenadier Regiment on 
6th, June, 1944. 
David Bocquelet.

Just visible here atop the 
fender (centre of image) is 
the cable conduit for the horn, 
made from lead solder-wire 
and fixed in place with 
cyanoacrylate glue

The few additional details added by the author 
include resin bolts on the fender support 
bracket and done-headed bolts on the final 
drive housing, all seen in grey

The jack, crank and jack bracket are best painted off 
the model so the complex camouflage can be more 
easily applied behind them

Assembling and up-detailing the running gearBCC were in Syria (95 tanks) and 
the 62nd BCC in Morocco with thirty 
tanks. The irony was the first faced 
Australian troops during the Allied 
invasion of that mandate territory 
in 1941, while the others faced 
American troops in November 1942 
(operation Torch). Later on, the Free 
French 1st CCC constituted a unit 
with available R35s for operations in 

The German army snapped up no 
fewer than 843 R35s, according to 
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bracket and done-headed bolts on the final easily applied behind them
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France, close to their spare parts 
base, but also in the Balkans and 
possibly in the conquered territories 

operations. Others served as driver 
training turretless vehicles, while 
their turrets found an application 
on various armoured trains, yet 
again, against the French resistance 
or partisans throughout Europe. 
Other turrets were used as pillboxes 

in France and the Netherlands. 
Fourteen of these driver training 
vehicle, still with their turrets, saw 

Here we see one of the five 
(per side) roadwheels. In reality 
the tyres were fitted with solid 
rubber tyres, so the running 
faces were lightly sanded which 
removes the mould part-line 
and also imparts a subtle 
texture. Some of the sanding 
dust is still present!

Here we see the sequence of assembly; a pair of prepared 
wheels are placed on their spindles on the inner bogie 
half and the outer bogie half is then cemented in place. 
Take great care when applying cement to the lower spring/
shock absorber (?) as it can easily get onto the wheel 
rims and glue them up solid. It's best to have the wheels 
spinning freely to ease the painting process

Views of an 
assembled bogie 
unit. A little time 
is needed when 
removing the 
mould-seam from 
the upper springs 
and their pistons

Each bogie mounts on a pair of stub-axles 
that are moulded in with the lower hull 
panel. It's best to apply small drops of 
a semi-liquid cement such as Revell's 
excellent 'Contacta' to the tip of each axle, 
then mount the bogie, taking care not to 
get any cement on the roadwheel tyres in 
the process

U 
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TAMIYA'S ALL-NEW R35 IN 1:35
Tamiya now list four kits of French 
tracked military vehicles in the 
1:35 Military Miniatures Series; 
the Char B1 bis (35282), Armoured 
Carrier (Renault) UE (35284), 
Somua Medium Tank S35 (35344) 
and now the (Renault) R35 Light 
Tank (35373). Although spread over 
seventeen years, these models do 
prove that Tamiya are confident 
enough to create 1:35 tank kits of 
subjects other than Shermans, Tigers 
and Panthers, offering something a 
little more offbeat and exotic for our 
scale modelling tastebuds.

I have to admit to a little 
reticence when contemplating this 
new kit build for TMMI, but not 
for the build-up; being a new-tool 
model from Tamiya, I knew it 
would present few if any assembly 
challenges (it didn't) but more for the 
paint scheme. I masked/sprayed the 
colours on the Tamiya Somua S35 
that I built for review back in TMMI 
235, May 2015 and I was never quite 
happy with the outcome. I think 
I spent as much time correcting 
and adjusting the overspray as the 
entire airbrushing procedure. So, 
this time I decided to hand-paint the 
camouflage but instead of Tamiya's 
own, excellent XF acrylic range, I 
would use Vallejo acrylics. Tamiya's 
paints work brilliantly when 
correctly thinned and airbrushed 
but I never quite got the hang of 
hand-painting them, although this 
is perfectly possible. Vallejo's paints, 
however, are a joy to brush-paint 
and behave in a similar manner to 
the old Humbrol formulations, apart 
from not being easily re-solvable with 
thinners for minor adjustments.

Tamiya's R35 kit comes with link-and-length tracks, moulded in standard kit polystyrene. These offer a very effective solution for the tracks and are 
better than one-piece vinyl tracks in every possible way, except perhaps from speed of fitting. For the ultimate realism however, nothing can beat a set of 
Friulmodel or MasterClub cast metal links. Friulmodel's set ATL-168 were used on this kit and they fitted perfectly 

The bogie modules are 
generally well detailed but the 
trapezoidal panels where the 
front and back bogie halves 

join could use a little extra 
attention. New panels were 
made from thin plastic card 

and cemented over the top of 
the kit parts. A pair of holes 

on each new panel completes 
the upgrade

The grey areas are layers of Mr Surfacer 500, a semi-liquid, paintable primer/filler that was used to seal 
up any gaps where the new panels were fitted. More applications of Mr Surfacer were used on the hull 
sides to fill ejector-pin marks, but in practice, these are hidden by the bogies when in place

The front suspension units feature a single 
wheel but the assembly process is similar 
to the main bogies. More Mr Surfacer 500 
was later applied to the joins between front 
and back halves

The rear-mounted idler wheels are built up 
from three parts; an inner disc plus a pair of 
outer rims. Once the cement had dried, the 
joins between layers were filled (yep, more 
Mr Surfacer 500) then sanded to create the 
appearance of a one-piece outer rim

The drive sprockets must be fitted early in the assembly sequence to allow the mud scrapers to be 
positioned. The latter create a minor cement line when fitted (visible in the above left image), so yet more 
Mr Surfacer 500 was applied to conceal this (above right). These little attentions to detail add up to create 
a more realistic look to the finished model

V 
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WWW.TIGERHOBBIES.CO.UK

Tiger Hobbies
Unit 18B Goldthorpe Industrial Estate,

Commercial Road, Goldthorpe

South Yorkshire, S63 9BL

Telephone: 01709 890 940

Email: sales@tigerhobbies.co.uk

TIGER HOBBIES LTD.
SCALE MODEL AND HOBBY IMPORTERS

Amusing Hobby (35A027) - In stock now

1/35 FV 214 Conqueror MK II British Army Tank - £49.99 

Rye Field Model (RM-5019) - Pre-Order - 1/35 Jagdpanther G2 full interior & workable 

track links First issue will come with Resin Tank Commander NEW - £74.99

Rye Field Model (RM-5022) - Pre-Order

1/35 Panther G interior kit with cut open parts NEW - £74.99

Zoukei Mura (SWS48-08) - In stock now

F4J Phantom II USMC - £69.95

Beemax Models (B24017) - In stock now

1/24 AUDI Quattro S1 1985 MONTECALRO RALLY - £38.99

Modelcollect (UA72200) - Pre-Order

1/72 B-52H U.S. Stratofortress strategic Bomber - £74.99

LET'S BUILD IT!
Before I talk about the paint, let's 
briefly discuss the assembly of the 
model. Things kick off with the hull 
and here we have a multi-panel design 
with textured sections representing 
the cast steel portions of the tank. 
No problems at all, but don't forget 
to open up the pair of 1.2mm holes 
in the upper hull sides for the lifting 
lugs (?) fitted later on. Tweezers will 
be essential when fitting the small 
components to the rear idler brackets, 
most notably parts B2/3 and A11 x2. 
The instructions illustrate their precise 
locations but getting them there will 
require some delicate manipulation. 
The edges and ends of the track guards 
were bent around a little using a pair 
of small pliers to impart some dents 
and dings where the tank might have 
run up against undergrowth and 

other objects. The same was done to 
the stowage boxes mounted atop the 
guards but this barely shows on the 
finished model... 

The exhaust was built up but not 
yet fixed to the model, as I intended to 
paint it using a pinkish-grey mixture I 
had made to depict this peculiar shade 
sometimes seen on exhaust piping. The 
mixture needs to be airbrushed, hence 
the requirement to paint the assembly 
individually. Joining the upper and 
lower halves of the 'Puteaux APX-R' 
turret creates a visible seam which will 
need to be concealed, then re-textured. 
This is a fairly straightforward process 
and Mr Surfacer 500 is ideal for the 
task. If you don't have this product, 
you can use a modelling knife to scrape 
shavings from a length of waste sprue, 
dissolve it in liquid cement (use lots 
of ventilation in your work area when 

doing this) then 'paint' the resultant 
slurry over the joint. It will take at 
least two days to harden but does work 
well and it’s effectively free!

Only a few, very minor modifications 
were made to the model: the backing 
panel behind the tool rack was carved 
away (although in retrospect I'm not 
sure if I was correct in doing this), the 
horn was given a cable using lead wire, 
the three bolts on each forward fender 
bracket were replaced with larger and 
better detailed resin items (from the 
spares box) and large rivets were added 
to the front edges of the final drive 
housings (shown in the accompanying 
photographs). As this article was 
being written, aftermarket suppliers 
were developing various upgrades and 
details for this kit, most notably a 3D 
printed unditching skid and numerous 
external details. 

“Tamiya have done a wonderful job with this kit, offering the 
modeller the chance to build a classic French 1930s tank...

”

U 
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Small improvements to the turret

The R35's turret features a dome-shaped armoured cupola on its roof. Fitted to this structure are three lifting lugs which, in 1:35, are 
very small and would be tricky to position correctly. Tamiya solved this potential problem by moulding the lugs to larger tabs which 
are fitted from the inside through holes in the cupola, aligning them automatically and reducing the chance of the lugs breaking off

Here we see the dome cupola in place. It is a rotating part 
that fits like a mini turret and can be turned to any angle

This is the main gun 
sub-assembly, minus barrel. 
Including the mount (yet to be 
fitted here) it builds up from 
thirteen parts and is a slightly 
fiddly procedure due to its 
small size. Mr Surfacer 500 has 
been applied along the cement 
lines to create the impression 
of seamless castings

The triangular aperture on the left side 
of the gun housing is closed up by a 
corresponding panel and some visible 
cement lines remain once it is in place

Yes, Mr Surfacer 500 to the rescue! 
The joints were quickly concealed with 
the paintable filler/primer, the texture 
restored by stippling the final layer with 
a paintbrush while the '500 was still soft

“Only a few, very minor modifications 
were made to the model...

”
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Applying foundry casting-numbers to the hull

The real R35's upper hull, rear and frontal bow plates (plus turret) 
were made from steel castings and usually, the manufacturer's 
name, component numbers and other data were incorporated 
within the surface. Sadly, the kit lacks these, so they were 
recreated by the author using Archer Dry Transfer 'Surface 
Details' which comprise raised numbers and letters, printed onto 
waterslide decal sheet. 

A layer of – you guessed it – Mr 
Surfacer 500 was applied as a 
primer (decals can't 'bed in' to 
bare kit plastic) and the individual 
characters then positioned, fixing 
them with watered down PVA glue 
to give them a little more adhesion

Here we see the driver's upper hatch, treated off the model for ease of 
access. Archer do not yet offer a specific set for the R35, so the foundry 
marks were made up from various items taken from sheet No.AR88007 

In this close-up photo we see the markings on the upper edge of the rear 
hull panel. A little creativity was needed when assembling the foundry marks, 
manoeuvred into place with needle-tipped tweezers

In this view we can observe 
how the Archer decals 
are supplied; on a sheet 
of decal backing paper 
with a continuous carrier 
film. Once in place, Daco 
'Strong' (red label) setting 
solution was applied to 
soften the carrier film and 
help each character to lay 
perfectly flush with the 
model's surface
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PAINT TIME

I gave the model an overall coat 
of an olive green shade I had 
mixed from Tamiya's new Lacquer 
Paints line, with the idea that 
this would act as a tough base 
layer should I need to wipe off the 
acrylic camouflage colours that 
would follow. I started with LP-56 
Dark Green 2 and added yellow 
and red until I arrived at a shade 
I felt looked right. All a little 
unscientific perhaps, but I think it 
turned out about right. With this 
undercoat dry, I started applying 
the camouflage colours, the specifics 
of which are described in the 
photo-captions and Techspec.

The Vallejo paints are superb to 
hand-paint and I only needed to 
apply a second layer in small areas 
of the sand and pale green sections. 
However carefully one applies the 
paint, the thickness inevitably 
builds up, but to me, this actually 
enhances the effect of a scheme 
that might have been painted this 
way originally. With the colours 
on, I applied a solid coat of Tamiya 
LP-09 Clear (gloss), which creates 
a uniform finish across the colours 
and prepare the model for decals. 
Being made up from three colours, 
the roundels were quite thick and I 
struggled when attempting to make 
the marking on the bow plate lay 
flat over the manufacturer's plate in 
this location. In hindsight, I would 
have fixed this oval plaque after 
having positioned the decal.

A coat of flat varnish was then 
applied, followed by the weathering 
which consisted of colour-washes 
and pigments. Some scratches and 
scrapes were made with Vallejo 
Camouflage Black-Brown, applied 
with a 000 brush. Conversely, I 
wanted to retain a distinct sheen 
to parts of the upper hull, so I 
went back in with the LP-09 Clear, 
applying patches of gloss in areas 
that might have become burnished 
by the crews' transit, polished by 
their boots and trousers. This also 
creates some highlights that give it 
a more photogenic appearance than 
a totally matt finish.

“The Vallejo paints are 
superb to hand-paint 
and I only needed to 

apply a second layer in 
small areas...

”

Although the diminutive size of Tamiya's R35 might make 
assembly a little fiddly for the more sausage-fingered modellers 
out there (like the author), the real challenge of this project is the 
painting of its multi-toned camouflage. It's a five-colour scheme 
and it starts with an overall layer of olive green. The instructions 
recommend XF-58 Olive Green but the author used his own 
mixture as he had run out of this particular shade!

It is entirely possible to mask and airbrush each colour, but for a change, the 
subsequent shades were hand-painted using Vallejo Acrylics from both the thicker 
Model Color and Panzer Aces lines, plus thinner Model Air range. The reason for 
using Vallejo paints and not Tamiya Acrylics is that the former hand-paint extremely 
well, the latter, less so. The red-brown was applied first, using a mixture of Vallejo 
Model Air Rust and Vallejo Panzer Aces Shadows Flesh, slightly thinned with tap water

Creating ‘that’ French camouflage scheme

U 

V 
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Next came the sand-yellow shade 
(the instructions suggest XF-59 
Desert Yellow) which was made 
by mixing Vallejo Model Air Yellow 
Ochre, Sand (Ivory) and Model Color 
Khaki. This was the most difficult 
colour to apply because of the 
paint's slight translucence as well as 
being applied over darker tones

The final colour 
to be applied was 
XF-21 Sky, which 
was substituted 
for a custom mix 
of Vallejo shades, 
based on Vallejo 
Panzer Aces 
Highlights Ital. 
Tkcer. As previously 
mentioned, the 
reason for using 
Vallejo paints is 
their excellent 
hand-painting 
properties. In this 
view, the dreaded 
black lines that 
form the colour 
boundaries have 
been applied, using 
a 50/50 mixture 
of Vallejo Model 
Color Black and 
Model Air Black. 
This combination 
produces a smooth, 
easy-flowing 
paint that is very 
controllable. The 
lines are still a 
nightmare to paint, 
however... The 
dusty weathering 
has also been 
started in this view

The instructions say to use XF-71 Cockpit Green 
(IJN) for the pale green, but this seemed too 
dark, so a paler alternative was formulated using 
Vallejo Panzer Aces Highlights Ital. Tkcer and 
Model Air Cam Light Green
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FUTURE VARIANTS?
Tamiya have done a wonderful job 
with this kit, offering the modeller 
the chance to build a classic 
1930s French tank in which the 
crews fought valiantly against the 
invading Wehrmacht, during the 
May 1940 Blitzkrieg. Ultimately, 
they battled in vain, and many 
examples fell into German hands, 
heavily modified in some instances 
into the top-heavy self-propelled 
guns such as the snappily-named 
4.7cm Pak(t) (Sfl) auf Fgst.
Pz.Kpfw.35 R 731(f). It would be 
nice to think Tamiya will release 
one of these in the future. For 
now, here is the R35, I hope you 
enjoy the photos! ●
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Tamiya have done a wonderful job 
with this kit, offering the modeller 
the chance to build a classic 
1930s French tank in which the 
crews fought valiantly against the 
invading Wehrmacht, during the 
May 1940 Blitzkrieg. Ultimately, 
they battled in vain, and many 
examples fell into German hands, 
heavily modified in some instances 
into the top-heavy self-propelled 
guns such as the snappily-named 
4.7cm Pak(t) (Sfl) auf Fgst.
Pz.Kpfw.35 R 731(f). It would be 
nice to think Tamiya will release 
one of these in the future. For 
now, here is the R35, I hope you 

May 2020  295

The weathering consisted of conventional 
colour-washes using mixtures of Tamiya 
Panel Line Accent Color Black, Dark Brown 
and Brown, oil paints and pigments. The 
processes were over-layered, repeated, 
adjusted, wiped off and started over in 
places until a feeling of general battlefield 
‘muck’ was achieved. The aim was to 
create a dirty-looking, but not old tank

Friulmodel's metal tracks go a long way 
in adding realism to the model and it's 
not just their natural, upper run sag; 
this is provided by the kit's standard 
link-length set too. Fitting the tracks after 
the running gear has been painted and 
weathered allows the roadwheels, their 
tyres plus the drive sprocket and idler to 
be given effective, individual treatments 
without the tracks getting in the way

V 
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“At the time of the 
German attack on France, 
the French army had 900 

R35s in service...
”
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A 4.7cm(t) Panzerjäger auf 35R(f) being moved on a trailer. In this combination, the base tank is French and 
its new gun is of Czech origin. It would be nice to think Tamiya might release a kit of this Wehrmacht-modified 
variant in the future. Photo: Bundesarchiv

The small size of Tamiya's R35 Light Tank in 1:35 is 
revealed by this hand-held shot! The fender-mounted 
stowage bin was filled with links from the Friulmodel track 
set (spares are always provided by this manufacturer) and 
a loop of cable was hooked over the jack. The commander 
figure was painted with Vallejo acrylic paints

T E C H S P E C . . .

TAMIYA 1:35 FRENCH LIGHT TANK R35 

KIT NO.35373

Materials:

Injection-moulded polystyrene, polycaps, 

waterslide decals

Paints used:

- Tamiya Lacquer Paints: Various shades

- Vallejo Model Air: Rust (71.080) Yellow 

Ochre (71.033), Sand (71.075), Cam Light 

Green (71006), Black (71057), Camouflage 

Black-Brown (71042)

- Vallejo Model Color: Black (70950), Khaki 

(70988)

- Vallejo Panzer Aces: Shadows Flesh (343), 

Highlights Ital. Tkcer. (331)

Accessories used:

- Friulmodel: French R35 track set (ATL-168)

- Archer Fine Transfers: Casting Symbols 

(foundry marks) 1:35, 1:48 and 1:72 

No.AR88007 (Surface Details No.11 

SD99011) 

Weathering:

- Wilder: Nitro Line Brown Rust Speckling 

Effect (NL27), 

- Mig Productions: Europe Dust (PO28)

References:

- www.primeportal.net

Availability;

- Tamiya models, accessories, paints and 

materials are widely available from 

good model shops and online. UK import 

and distribution by The Hobby Company 

Limited; www.hobbyco.net

- Archer Fine Transfers:  

www.archertransfers.com

- Friulmodel: www.friulmodel.hu

- Wilder: www.airbrushes.com

- Mig Productions:  

www.migproductions.com

- Vallejo paints: www.creativemodels.co.uk
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Allon Kira paints Tamiya's Heinkel 1:48 
He162 A-2 Salamander in its bare state, 

with ‘wooden’ components on show

WOODEN 
WUNDER

T
he Heinkel He162 
Volksjäger was 
single-seat, 
single-engine jet 

aircraft, designed and built 
for the Luftwaffe towards 
the end of World War II 
as an 'emergency fighter'. 
It was designed and built 
quickly and made primarily 
of wood as metals were in 
very short supply at the end 
of the war in Germany.

The name 'Volksjäger' 
was given to the little jet by 
the Reich air ministry and 
it means 'People's Fighter'. 
The plane is also known 
as 'Salamander' or 'Spatz' 
(sparrow). Tamiya's 1:48 
He162 model (61097) was 
released in 2006 and is an 
excellent kit, with almost 
perfect fit and is very easy 
to build. I have to admit 
that this plane has always 
fascinated me because of its 
unconventional appearance 
(the engine was mounted on 
the top of the fuselage) and 
the fact that it was mostly 
made of wood. U 
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I decided to build it in 
two versions. For the first 
time I painted it in one of 
the paint schemes offered 
in the kit. The second one 
is the 'raw' look, seen here. 
After building the entire 
model (except the engine), I 
painted it in aluminium and 
silver shades from AMMO 
by Mig's acrylic paint range. 
Then, I gloss varnished it 
and I let it dry for two days. 

Then, the slow work of 
painting the wood panels 
began. (I'm not sure there is 
a strict historical accuracy 
between the wooden panels 
in the model and the ones in 
reality, but I was satisfied 
that it was probably similar 
enough). I marked selected 
panels in the wings, the 
fuselage and wheels wells 
and worked on each one 
individually. 

A line of He162s at Leck, in Schleswig-Holstein, Germany, 1945. Note the fabric covers over the 
engine nacelles. Photo: public domain

He162 ‘White4’ of JG1. A US GI sits in the cockpit of this abandoned 
relatively new expedient design, the airframe exhibits quite extensive streaking along its flanks.
Photo: public domain

“ I’m not sure there is a strict 
historical accuracy between the 

wooden panels in the model and the 
ones in reality, but I was satisfied that 

it was probably similar enough...
”

U 

V 
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Heinkel He162 Volksjäger ‘White 23’. Please note, the swastika emblem on the tail has been removed from this photo to comply 
with laws in countries where Tamiya Model Magazine is sold. Photo: public domain

He162 ‘White4’ of JG1. A US GI sits in the cockpit of this abandoned Volksjäger. Despite being a 
relatively new expedient design, the airframe exhibits quite extensive streaking along its flanks. 
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ACRYLIC UNDERCOAT,  
THEN OIL PAINTS
The panels were painted 
first with AMMO by Mig’s 
'New Wood' colour (037) 
then, using an old brush, I 
created the wood texture by 
brushing each panel with 
different amounts of Van 
Gogh brown and yellow oil 
paints in different directions. 
As mentioned earlier, this is 
quite a slow process, since 
you must wait until the oils 
dry completely, around two 
days. Only then can a few 

coats of gloss varnish be 
applied by airbrush before 
moving on to the next panel. 
This process requires a lot of 
masking and a lot of patience; 
this is a classic case of a 
model that should be built in 
parallel with another model! 
After the painting was done, 
another coat of gloss varnish 
was applied, followed by 
Tamiya Panel Line Accent 
Color (Black) for more 
contrast. For the final look, I 
applied very light weathering 
effects mostly using oils. 

TO SUM UP
It was a fun and quite a 
different project than I 
normally build. Still, I'm 
convinced I'll build more 
models with wooden effect 
like this one. But in the 
future, the process will 
probably be faster with the 
help of wood-texture stencils, 
which allow paint spraying 
instead of the time consuming 
process with oils. ●

T E C H S P E C . . .

TAMIYA 1:48 HEINKEL HE162 A-2 

SALAMANDER                     KIT NO.61097

Materials;

Injection-moulded polystyrene, waterslide 

decals

Paints used:

- AMMO by Mig New Wood (037)

- Tamiya Panel Line Accent Color (Black)

- Oil paints: Van Gogh brown, yellow

Availability;

Tamiya models, accessories, paints and 

materials are widely available from good 

model shops and online. UK import and 

distribution by The Hobby Company Limited; 

www.hobbyco.net

Note the different paint effects used by the author on the engine: lighter alloy shades 
on the compressor sections and burnt steel colours on the 'hot' zones towards the 
rear of the powerplant

Using just oil paints applied over a wood-coloured acrylic paint layer, 
the author has achieved a remarkably realistic wood grain effect

The canopy of Tamiya's kit 
can be posed in the open 
position as standard

The elongated opening on the lower 
fuselage side is one of the gun ports 
for the 20mm MG 151 cannon that 
were fitted to most Salamanders

Wing and tail end-caps plus access 
panels were made from light alloy 
such as aluminium or Duralamin 

The author chose to 
paint the undercarriage 
bays, door inner faces 
and legs in the standard 
RLM02 shade

V 
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New Releases

What’s in the box?  
AD; ACETATE DIALS, CC; CAST CERAMIC (PLASTER), CMA; CAST METAL ALLOY, CP; CHROMED PARTS, CPS; CLEAR PLASTIC SHEET, DT; DRY TRANSFER (DECALS), EM: ELECTRIC MOTOR EPS; EXTRUDED P

ALLOY, MR; METAL ROD, MW; METAL WIRE, MT; METAL TUBING, NM; NYLON MESH, PE; PHOTO ETCH, PEBM; PHOTO-ETCHED BADGES/MIRRORS, PCM; PRE-CUT MASKS, PMP; PRE-ASSEMBLED METAL PA

AMMO BY MIG JIMENEZ
wwwmigjimenez.com
New from AMMO by Mig is this interesting pack that 
helps the modeller recreate a worn winter whitewash 
effect on armoured vehicles. In the box we have the 
following products: Matt White, Washable White Camo, 
Neutral Enamel Wash, Brown for White Filter, Streaking 
Grime for Winter Vehicles, Dark Grey for White Filter, 
Heavy Chipping Effects Fluid, Rust Streaking Brusher, 
Winter Grime Streaking Brusher and White Oil Brusher. 
WHITE WINTER CAMOUFLAGE SOLUTION 
SET (A.MIG-7803)

AMMO BY MIG JIMENEZ

New from AMMO by Mig is this interesting pack that 
helps the modeller recreate a worn winter whitewash 
effect on armoured vehicles. In the box we have the 
following products: Matt White, Washable White Camo, 
Neutral Enamel Wash, Brown for White Filter, Streaking 
Grime for Winter Vehicles, Dark Grey for White Filter, 
Heavy Chipping Effects Fluid, Rust Streaking Brusher, 
Winter Grime Streaking Brusher and White Oil Brusher. 
WHITE WINTER CAMOUFLAGE SOLUTION 
SET (

MISSION MODELS, USA
www.missionmodelsus.com
Eight new acrylic shades are on offer from Mission 
Models, with three colours matched to the US 
Army's 'MERDC' (Mobility Equipment Research and 
Development Center) camouflage system. As always, 
these paints require a little practise to use effectively 
but it's easy to learn their properties and once 
mastered, they offer an exceptionally refined finish. 

ACRYLIC PAINTS
- New Construction Yellow 1990 to present (MMP-125)
- Farm Tractor Yellow (MMP-126)
- Concrete 1 Dark (MMP-127)
- IDF Green IDF current AFV (MMP-128)
- Earth Yellow Tan FS30257 MERDC (MMP-129)
- Earth Red Brown FS30117 MERDC (MMP-130)
- Sand FS30277 MERDC (MMP-134)
- Extra Dark Sea Grey RAF (MMP-138)

RTS, CPS LE R STIC HEET, 

TCH, PEBM PHOTO ETCHED ADGES MIRRORS, PCM RE- UT MASKS, 

AMMO BY MIG JIMENEZAMMO BY MIG JIMENEZ
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D PLASTIC SECTION, F; FABRIC, IM; INJECTION MOULDED (PLASTIC), ITL; INDIVIDUAL TRACK LINKS, LCC; LASER CUT CARD, LLT; LINK AND LENGTH TRACKS, MC; METAL CHAIN, MMA; MACHINED METAL 

 PARTS), PS; PAPER STRIP, R; RESIN, SVT; SOFT VINYL TYRES (OR TUBING), VF; VINYL FIGURES, VFP; VACUUM FORMED (PLASTIC), WC; WOVEN CORD, WD; WATERSLIDE (DECALS), WS; WOODEN STRIP

EDUARD, CZECH REPUBLIC
www.eduard.com www.creativemodels.co.uk

Tamiya's 1:48 P-38F/G Lightning was launched 
last year and in the intervening time, it has 
attracted a healthy stash of aftermarket 
goodies. Eduard is main contributor to this 
ever-increasing pile of resin and photo-etched 
loveliness and shown here are just some of 
the items on offer. 

EDUARD PHOTO-ETCH 1:48

- P-38F details (491041) for Tamiya
- P-38G details (491042) for Tamiya

EDUARD BRASSIN 1:48

- P-38F/G wheels(648515) for Tamiya
- P-38F/G gun barrels (648516) for Tamiya
- P-38F/G superchargers (648519) for Tamiya
- P-38F/G Landing flaps (648520) for Tamiya

EDUARD LÖÖK 1:48

- P-38F (instrument panel and seat harness) 
(644028) for Tamiya

- P-38G (instrument panel and seat harness) 
(644029) for Tamiya

EDUARD ZOOM 1:48

- P-38F/G seatbelts steel (FE1043) for Tamiya
- P-38F details (FE1041) for Tamiya
- P-38G details (FE1042) for Tamiya

EDUARD MASK 1:48

- P-38F/G (EX666) for Tamiya
- P-38F/G TFace (EX667) for Tamiya

IVI L CK INKS, LCC LASER UT CA , LLTLLTLLT INK ENGTH CKS, MC ETETET L IN, MMA; MACHINE ETETET

VF INYL IGURES, VFP VACUUM ORME  (PL STIC),  WOVEN OR , WD; W TERSLITERSLI E ( EC LS),  WOO EN STRIP

P-38F (instrument panel and seat harness) 

P-38G (instrument panel and seat harness) 

or Tamiya
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New Releases

TAMIYA, JAPAN
www.hobbyco.net
The latest figures to join the extensive range of combat troop sets in the 
1:35 Military Miniatures Series is this pack of five World War Two German 
infantrymen, depicted with uniform, equipment and weapons from the mid-
war period. Each figure is broken down into multiple parts that fit together 
perfectly and mostly along natural lines such as belts and and shoulders and 
there should be no need for filler, just liquid cement. Once the figures are 
painted, the finishing touch is a set of decals for epaulettes, other uniform 
insignia and even a first aid markings for a converted ammunition case.
If you haven't seen Tamiya figures lately, check these out; they are absolutely 
fantastic and easily as good as many resin castings costing more for one 
figure than this entire set. Natural poses, convincing folds in the 'fabric' of 
their uniforms and superbly well detailed equipment and small-arms make 
this a must-have for WW2 diorama-builders.
1:35 GERMAN INFANTRY SET MID-WWII (35371)

The latest photo-etched sets, resin parts, figures and accessories to enhance your scale models... 





KIT PREVIEW: WORLD WAR TWO ALLIED ARMOUR
TAMIYA 1:35 RUSSIAN HEAVY TANK KV-1 MODEL 1941 EARLY PRODUCTION ● KIT NO.35372
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I
t's a 100% new kit, with no parts 
at all coming from the company's 
previous KV-1 releases – the initial 
release of which harks back to 1972 

– and features welded turret and early 
production roadwheels, appropriate 
to the Mod.1941 Early Production 
machine. This is an important design 
in the history of armoured warfare 
and was developed concurrently with 
the T-34 medium tank. Armed with 
a powerful 76.2mm ZIS-5 gun and 
continually updated to improve its 
survivability, it served through to the 
end of WW2.

This version of the KV-1 heavy tank 
was fitted with appliqué armour to 
its glacis plate and flanks and it's 

interesting to observe that in the 
kit, these are provided as individual 
mouldings that require the removal of 
raised detail to allow them to be fitted, 
hinting at the release of other variants 
down the line. 

Tamiya have ditched the user-friendly 
but less realistic flexible, one-piece 
tracks of older models and replaced 
them with kit plastic, link-and-length 
items, which include the characteris-
tically extreme upper-run sag seen on 
KV-series vehicles. Rolled steel textures 
have been incorporated within the 
surfaces of key areas, most notably the 
turret sides and roof, plus the main 
gun mantlet. The engine deck radiator 
screens are moulded in solid plastic 

and they are extremely well done, 
even featuring their own 'sag' where 
the mesh has been walked over by the 
crew. Advanced modellers will want to 
replace them with photo-etched parts 
but as standard, they look extremely 
convincing.

The model comes with two 
markings-options, one from the 1st 
Tank Battalion, 116th Tank Brigade, 
1941-1942 and 2nd Tank Battalion, 
116th Tank Brigade, 1941-1942, 
both in overall green. The 1st Tank 
Battalion machine is likely to prove the 
more popular choice with the large 
‘ЗА СТАЛИНА!' ('For Stalin') slogan 
on its turret side. Other attractive 
features of this new kit are open/closed 

As with the Mustang GT4, Tamiya kept 
the news of the all-new Soviet KV-1 Stalin 
Heavy Tank very quiet, only first showing 
it at the Nuremberg Toy Fair at the start 
of the year...

ЗА СТАЛИНА!

p 50-51 KV-1 Pre 295MN.indd   50 09/04/2020   16:35
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ЗА СТАЛИНА!

transmission and driver's hatches (no 
interior detail, but aftermarket parts 
are sure to be released), detailed turret 
ring and an excellent commander 
figure for the open turret hatch. A 
new KV-1 is a great choice of subject 
by Tamiya, opening the doors for an 
updated KV-2, up-armoured KV-1 
'Ekranami' and other important 
variants (fingers crossed). Full-build 
article coming soon to TMMI! ●

AVAILABILITY;
Tamiya models, accessories, paints 
and materials are widely available 
from good model shops and online. UK 
import and distribution by The Hobby 
Company Limited; www.hobbyco.net
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A selection of the latest full kits in plastic, resin, metal and more!

New Releases Kit Reviews

What’s in the box?  
AD; ACETATE DIALS, AP; ACRYLIC PAINT, CC; CAST CERAMIC (PLASTER), CMA; CAST METAL ALLOY, CP; CHROMED PARTS, CPS; CLEAR PLASTIC SHEET, DT; DRY TRANSFER (DECALS),  

EM: ELECTRIC MOTOR EPS; EXTRUDED PLASTIC SECTION, F; FABRIC, IM; INJECTION MOULDED (PLASTIC), ITL; INDIVIDUAL TRACK LINKS, LC; LIQUID CEMENT, LCC; LASER CUT CARD,  

LLT; LINK AND LENGTH TRACKS, MC; METAL CHAIN, MMA; MACHINED METAL ALLOY, MR; METAL ROD, MT; METAL TUBING, MW; METAL WIRE, NM; NYLON MESH, PB; PAINT BRUSH,  

PCM; PRE-CUT MASKS, PE; PHOTO ETCH, PEBM; PHOTO-ETCHED BADGES/MIRRORS, PMP; PRE-ASSEMBLED METAL PARTS), PS; PAPER STRIP, R; RESIN, SVT; SOFT VINYL TYRES (OR 

TUBING), VF; VINYL FIGURES, VFP; VACUUM FORMED (PLASTIC), WC; WOVEN CORD, WD; WATERSLIDE (DECALS), WS; WOODEN STRIP

TAMIYA, JAPAN
US M8 LIGHT ARMOURED CAR GREYHOUND 

COMBAT PATROL SET

www.hobbyco.net
SCALE: 1:35
MATERIALS: IM, WS, WC
ITEM NO.25196
Tamiya’s M8 Greyhound M8 
Greyhound Light Armoured 
Car ‘Combat Patrol Set’ comes 
with one sprue from the Allied 
Vehicles Accessory Set (35229, 
1998) plus the smaller sprue 
from the US Tank Crew Set 
European Theater (35347, 
2105) along with a new printed 
sheet of US ‘10-in-1’ ration 
cartons from which eight sets 
can be made, with or without 
their outer sleeves. This alone 
makes the set a worthwhile 
purchase, but one of the nice 
things about older kits being 
re-issued, as with this one, is that 
there is usually a bucket load of 
aftermarket for them to greet 
the models upon their return. 
In the case of the 1:35 M8 
Greyhound, there are interior 
sets, engines, exterior fittings 
in photo-etched metal, wheels/
tyres and markings available from 
a range of manufacturers, all of 
which can be used to enhance 
Tamiya’s lovely little Greyhound 
and make into something really 
special. Although the kit was 
originally launched back in 1998, 
it still has all of the sophistication 
and refinement – and ease of 
assembly – of more recent 
Tamiya AFV models and it is a 
joy to build.

TAMIYA, JAPAN
NORTH AMERICAN F-51D 

MUSTANG KOREAN WAR

www.hobbyco.net
SCALE: 1:32
MATERIALS: IM, PE, SVT, WS, WC+
ITEM NO.60328
Upon its release in 2011, 
Tamiya’s 1:32 P-51D Mustang 
set the standard for this subject 
in any scale and it still holds 
that accolade. It’s a wonderfully 
detailed and highly accurate 
rendition of the USA’s most 
famous fighter of World War 
Two and now, in 2020, we 
have the third release of the 
kit, this time in F-51D form 
as the fighter appeared during 
the Korean War of 1950 to 
1953. The designation change 
from P-51D (pursuit) to F-51D 
(fighter) isn’t the only change; 
this model now comes with a 
newly tooled wide paddle-blade 
propeller, SCR-522 transceiver 
with BC-453B receiver plus new 
AN/ARC-3 transceiver set, a 
set of six, 5-inch HVAR (High 
Velocity Aircraft Rockets) as well 
as new parts to depict the slitted 
fuselage side radiator access 
panel. The kit includes seated and 
standing pilot figures, the former 
with new head parts for the later 
P-1A helmet. The kit will come 
with three markings-options, 
two US; 39th Fighter-Interceptor 
Squadron, 18th Fighter-Bomber 
Wing, 12th Fighter-Bomber 
Squadron, 18th Fighter-Bomber 
Wing, plus one from the 
Republic of Korea Air Force. 
With the new parts and three 
very attractive decal options, 
this kits makes an appealing 
alternative to WW2 Mustangs.Still a terrific kit in the 

classic Tamiya style
New parts and decals 
add a nice touch to this 
stunning kit

Not a negative point, but 
DEF Models’ sagged resin 
wheel/tyres set will add a 
lot of extra realism

Little to criticise here





FULL-BUILD: 3D PRINTING PROJECT: NATURAL HISTORY DIORAMA
1:12 (APPROXIMATELY) 3D PRINTED BABY ELEPHANT

54 May 2020 TMMI 295



55TMMI 295 May 2020

INTO THE 

WILD
Raphael Truffi Bortholuzzi creates 

a beautiful and realistic model of a baby 
African elephant using an Anycubic 

Photon 3D printer 

A
t birth, an elephant calf weighs 265lbs, after a 

gestation period of twenty-two months, the longest 
of any land animal. The African bush elephant 

(Loxodonta Africana), also known as the African 
Savanna Elephant, is the largest living terrestrial animal 
with bulls reaching a shoulder height of up to 3.96 metres 

(13ft). I used Anycubic Photon 3D printer to create this 
model in three dimensions and also the birds. It took 

five hours to print using UV Translucid Green resin. For 
painting, I used Tamiya grey primer for the body first, then 

couple of colour-washes were applied, giving more depth. 
After this, I applied some shades of Tamiya Field Blue and 
Middle Grey. Also, I used some pigments for dust effects. ●



FULL-BUILD: 3D PRINTING PROJECT: NATURAL HISTORY DIORAMA
1:12 (APPROXIMATELY) 3D PRINTED BABY ELEPHANT
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The printing process took about 4.5hrs 
using the Anycubic Photon 3D resin 
printer. The resin chosen for this project 
was Translucid Green. The author hollowed 
the model and made drain holes at its feet 
to optimise the process and printing time. 
The software used to print the model is 
Chitubox, free slicer-software that's really 
good and easy to use

Heavy supports were 
added manually inside 

using Chitubox to prevent 
the model being printed 
incorrectly. At this stage 

you can see the inner 
supports showing but 

that's fine, since the whole 
model will be painted and 

it won’t be visible

Brengun have a knack of finding some delightfully quirky subjects to release kits of and the Clarcat deck-tug is one 

such example. It depicts a compact, electric-powered carrier-deck tractor used by the Royal Navy during WW2 to pull 

aircraft and ammunition around on the deck and it has a rather sleek design aesthetic of its own. The model comes 

cast in grey resin (no photo-etched brass needed) with a small decal sheet carrying markings vehicle No.66, plus dials 

and data stencils. The detail is lovely and painted in gloss navy blue it will look great alongside a Stringbag or similar. 

Mini Review...

BRENGUN 1:48 CLARCAT TYPE 
B ROYAL NAVY DECK TRACTOR 
(BRS48014) • www.brengun.cz
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At this point the model was rinsed in a bath of IPA (isopropyl alcohol) 
for about thirty to forty seconds. With that cleared, the model was left 
to dry out naturally as the IPA evaporates and be ready for the next 
stage of curing. As you can see here, the model also gets foggy but is 
part of the process as the IPA clears off the excess resin The model then goes to a UV curing station. The author used a UV nail chamber 

for this and left the model for about thirty to forty minutes under the UV light. It 
also can be cured out in the sun. The resin works with a range of 405nm Rapid 
Photopolymer and is very hazardous to be handled without gloves before curing

The author also 
printed some wild 
birds to go in the 
diorama since they 
give life to the overall 
scene. The same 
processes were 
applied here on the 
bird. Look how small 
and detailed it can get!

Then it’s time to paint, the most fun part! Here, the author has already primed the 
model with Surface Primer from Tamiya. Using the spray-can made it a lot easier

Once primed, the 
author started by 

applying a thin coat 
of Tamiya XF-50 Field 

Blue to simulate the 
base coat of his skin. 
Then using a sponge, 

highlights were added 
using Tamiya XF-53 

Neutral Grey and 
XF-20 Medium Grey



FULL-BUILD: 3D PRINTING PROJECT: NATURAL HISTORY DIORAMA
1:12 (APPROXIMATELY) 3D PRINTED BABY ELEPHANT
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The painting process of the eyes was as important as 
the skin; the eyes are the 'soul' behind all species and 
transmit emotions through them. After making the basic 
shapes of the eyeballs, a touch of realism was added by 
applying small drops of gloss nail varnish

Here, just for fun, the author posed an oil painting he made in the background to take some cool photos

In the below side view you can see the overall look of the baby elephant with the wild bird on top of him.  
Some dust pigments were applied to his back for further realism
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Here, the wild bird is already 
painted and weathered for the 
scene. The author used subtle 
effects on the bird so as not to 
draw too much attention from the 
elephant, mostly being painted in 
brown shades using acrylics

Tiny hairs were added to the elephant’s back, tail and 
trunk, using static grass normally used in model railway 
layouts, then tinted in black with airbrush. It’s just a 
small touch but made all the difference

The diorama also has some cool wilderness and natural 
effects, such the muddy groundwork. This was done by 
using AK Interactive Terrains ‘Wet Ground’ acrylic paste

T E C H S P E C . . .

1:12 (APPROXIMATELY) 3D PRINTED BABY ELEPHANT

Materials;

UV translucent green resin

Paints used:

Tamiya Acrylics; XF-50 Field Blue, XF-20 Medium Grey

Weathering:

Weathering pigments for dust effects

Availability;

Anycubic 3D printer: www.anycubic.com

Tamiya paints and materials are widely available from good model shops and online.  

UK import and distribution by The Hobby Company Limited; www.hobbyco.net

In this eagle's eye view you can notice how the diorama base is 
formed with all the elements in place. Groundwork, vegetation 
and wild animals all placed and ready to bring life to the scene

Last but not least, the 
diorama; 'Into the Wild' is 
ready to be photographed 
and tell its story. The way 
the elephant is looking at us 
captures  all the emotions 
going on in that scene



GOT A NEW BOOK? IF YOU ARE A PUBLISHER WITH A NEW MODELLING RELATED TITLE TO PUBLICISE, WHY NOT SEND IN A COPY FOR REVIEW HERE?

Book Reviews

U-BOOT IM FOCUS NO.16, NO.17
AXEL URBANKE, LUFTFAHRTVERLAG START
www.luftfahrtverlag-start.com

SCOOTER! THE DOUGLAS A-4 SKYHAWK STORY (REVISED EDITION)
THOMAS H THOMASON, CRÉCY PUBLISHING
www.crecy.co.uk
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Two new volumes on the World 
War Two U-boat are on release 
from Luftfahrtverlag Start; No.16 
and 17, with 18 on the way soon. 
The modelling inspiration they 
both provide is fantastic, with 
some extraordinary, previously 
unpublished wartime photos of 
the submarines themselves, the 
crews, conning tower emblems 
and more. The clarity of many 
of the images is amazing, in 
many cases, offering enough 
detail reference to be of great 
use to modellers. A handful 
of colour illustrations by artist 
Juanita Franzi help to show the 
conning tower artworks in razor-
sharp detail and a smattering 
of maps help to contextualise 
the photographs. As always, 
these book are little treasure 
troves of information and should 
be snapped up by anyone 
interested in the battles of the 
Atlantic, Baltic, and other deadly 
maritime clashes during the 
Second World War. 

The A-4 Skyhawk’s story is 
chronicled in this impressive, 
280+ page, hard-bound tome 
from Crécy Publishing and 
it’s quite a story. From project 
XA4D’s first roll-out in June 
1954 to its US Navy retirement 
in 2003, the ‘Scooter’ as it was 
affectionately called, has had a 
long and varied career, perhaps 
being best known for its carrier 
duties during the Vietnam War. 
The book features hundreds 
of excellent-quality colour and 
black and white photographs 
that offer the reader a detailed 
insight into the life of the A-4. 
If you’re looking for a walk-
around treatment, you will need 
to search elsewhere, but as an 
overview of the type with an 
exhaustive text and some hits of 
Skyhawk visual ‘eye-candy’ this 
book hits all the marks.
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Ultimate Customisable Sanding Sheets
Our range of Customisable Sanding Sheets have 
been developed specifically to help modellers get 
to those hard to sand areas on all genres of models. 
With the Ultimate Customisable Sanding Sheet you 
simply cut the shape and size you need. Sanding 
shapes how you need them! No matter how small or 
thin you cut it, it will give you the finish you require.
They come in four coloured styrene backed grits 
(240/400/800/1200) and are uniquely shaped to 
accommodate all your fine sanding scenarios. They 
are made from the same high quality materials 
as our Modellers Sanders & Thinny Sticks, and are 
available in packs of three sheets.

Airbrush Thinner
Our Ultimate Airbrush 
Thinner is specifically 
formulated to work with ALL 
brands of acrylic modellers 
paint. Our blended formula of 
six ingredients ensures a fast 
drying, smooth finish every 
time, no matter what brand 
of modelling acrylic paint 
you use.

Airbrush Cleaner
Our fast & effective Ultimate 
Airbrush Cleaner is specifically 
formulated to work with ALL 
brands of acrylic modellers 
paint and all types of airbrush. 
Our cleaner is not overly 
aggressive and will not ruin 
the seals in your airbrush. We 
have also added a blue dye 
to the cleaner to be able to 
distinguish it from our thinner.

Weathering Wash
Ultimate Weathering Wash has been formulated with several key non-toxic 
ingredients to bring you a superior clay based wash to add detail and realism to 
your model. The nine vibrant colours in our range cover the most widely used in 
modelling. Be aware, the wash will dry slightly lighter than the colour of the bottle 
and a good shake and stir is recommended before use.

APEX Airbrush
The Ultimate APEX Airbrush has been designed as a multipurpose airbrush 
for all your spraying situations, from tight lines to a wide spray pattern. The 
Ultimate APEX Airbrush successfully negates the need for several different 
needle and nozzle sizes utilising a progressive needle system, which covers 
nearly all spraying patterns and paint consistencies. There is also a reversible 
needle guard for even closer detail work. The APEX sits comfortably in the hand 
with the aid of an added finger rest for those long spraying sessions. Extremely 
easy to use and maintain, this will be your go to airbrush on your work bench....
• Progressive needle for virtually all your spraying needs
• Finger rest for superior handling
• Solvent resistent 'O' rings
• Superb balance
• Easy to clean
• Reversible needle guard for precision work
• Heavy nickel chrome plating
• Plastic colour cup cap for ease of use
• Adjustable trigger tension
• Self centring & sealing fluid tip
• Each unit hand tested

Primer
Our Ultimate Primer is a water based acrylic polyurethane self levelling surface 
primer. Offering a simple and easy application with excellent adhesion and durability, 
it dries to a hard flat finish and is simple and easy to clean up. It’s also fine to sand. 
There are seven colours to choose from: Grey, black, white, gloss black, olive, oxide 
and gelb. Ultimate Primer can be applied with a brush, airbrush and sponge for use 
on styrene, plastics, resin, metals, woods and various other substrates.

Ultimate Decal Setting Solution
Our Ultimate Decal Setting Solution is for the most 
difficult and irregular surfaces to be found on models. 
It completely softens the decal, allowing it to conform 
perfectly to surface irregularities without distortion. 
Ultimate Decal Setting Solution actually makes the 
decal look like part of the painted surface.

Ultimate Decal Setting Solution

Ultimate Customisable Sanding Sheets
Our range of Customisable Sanding Sheets have 
been developed specifically to help modellers get 
to those hard to sand areas on all genres of models. 
With the Ultimate Customisable Sanding Sheet you 
simply cut the shape and size you need. Sanding 
shapes how you need them! No matter how small or 
thin you cut it, it will give you the finish you require.
They come in four coloured styrene backed grits 
(240/400/800/1200) and are uniquely shaped to 
accommodate all your fine sanding scenarios. They 
are made from the same high quality materials 
as our Modellers Sanders & Thinny Sticks, and are 
available in packs of three sheets.

Our fast & effective Ultimate 
Airbrush Cleaner is specifically 
formulated to work with ALL 
brands of acrylic modellers 
paint and all types of airbrush. 
Our cleaner is not overly 
aggressive and will not ruin 
the seals in your airbrush. We 
have also added a blue dye 
to the cleaner to be able to 
distinguish it from our thinner.

and a good shake and stir is recommended before use.and gelb. Ultimate Primer can be applied with a brush, airbrush and sponge for use 
on styrene, plastics, resin, metals, woods and various other substrates.



KIT KRAZY MODEL SHOP

NEW AND PRE-OWNED KITS. COLLECTIONS BOUGHT AND SOLD
AIRCRAFT, MILITARY, CARS, SHIPS, BIKES & SCIFI

Tel: 020 8298 7177
303 The Broadway, Bexleyheath, Kent DA6 8DT

www.kitkrazy.com    steve@kitkrazy.com

Opening hours: 9-30am-5.30pm Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday
You can also find us at most major model and airshows throughout the year

10.00AM - 4.00PM MONDAY TO FRIDAY

Tel: 01992 447346
7 Impresa Park, Pindar Road, Hoddesdon, Herts EN11 0DL

HURRICANE MODELS

Tamiya Radio Controlled Models and Plastic Model Kits of cars, bikes, boats, tanks and planes from  
Tamiya and most Major Brands always in stock.  

Racks of paints and a range of Airbrushes always in stock.

 sales@hurricanemodels.co.uk  www.hurricanemodels.co.uk 

MASTERCARD/VISA/SWITCH/AMEX/DELTA

GEE DEE MODELS

MODAY TO FRIDAY 9.30AM - 5.30PM SATURDAY 9AM-5.30PM

Tel: 0115 9412211 Fax: 0115 9417717
21 Heathcoat Street, Nottingham, Nottinghamshire, NG1 3AF

ESTABLISHED 1946                                                              MAIL ORDER

SPECIALISING IN PLASTIC KITS, DIECAST, BOATS, PLANES AND CARS

www.geedee-modelshop.com

AVIATION & MILITARY BOOK CENTRE

AVIATION AND MILITARY BOOKS AND MAGAZINES

Tel: 0845 260 4413 
PO BOX 4413, ATHERSTONE, WARWICKSHIRE, CV9 9AS

MASTERCARD/VISA/SWITCH/PAYPAL/CHEQUES/CASH/POSTAL ORDERS

PHONE LINES OPEN 10AM-6PM MON-FRI, 10AM-1PM SAT-SUN

PHONE, WRITE OR VISIT US ONLINE.

  sales@aviationbookcentre.com www.aviationbookcentre.com

ADVERTISE HERE!

IF YOU ARE READING THIS THEN 
SO ARE THOUSANDS OF OTHERS!
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT RICHARD ON: RICHARD@DOOLITTLEMEDIA.COM

AVID READER

MILITARY, AVIATION, NAVAL, MODELLING,  

RAILWAYS, CAR & MOTORCYCLE BOOKS

  Tel: 01299 823 330  Fax:01299 829 970
Unit 10, Hodfar Road, Sandy lane Ind Estate, Stourport On Severn, Worcestershire, DY13 9QB

9.30 – 4.30 MONDAY TO FRIDAY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

WWW.BOOKWORLDWS.CO.UK
INFO@BOOKWORLDWS.CO.UK    VISA/MASTERCARD/MAESTRO

D-9 MODELS

MONDAY TO SATURDAY 9AM - 4.30PM

Tel/Fax: 01633 222282
D-9 Models, Newport Indoor Market, Newport, South Wales NP20 1DD

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS. MAIL ORDER

SPECIALIST PLASTIC KIT MODEL SHOP. BRANDS INCLUDE TAMIYA, TRUMPETER, 
ITALERI, REVELL, DRAGON, AFV, HASEGAWA, RODEN, EDUARD AND MORE

  www.d-9models.co.uk d.ninemodels@btconnect.com

HIROBOY (ZERO PAINTS)

THE UK’S LARGEST MAIL ORDER COMPANY SPECIALISING IN SCALE 

AUTOMOTIVE MODEL KITS WITH A LARGE SELECTION OF AFTERMARKET 

DETAILING PARTS, ACCESSORIES, BOOKS AND LOADS MORE

Tel: +44 (0)1684 252310 (UK office hours only)

www.hiroboy.com

A1 Astwood Business Centre, Staverton Connection, Gloucester Road, 
Staverton, Cheltenham, GL51 0TF, United Kingdom.

Open: Monday-Thursday: 8.00-4.30, Friday: 8.00-2.30

RAZY MODEL SHOP

S BOUGHT A D SOLD

25% OFF
SHOP VISITS 

AND MAIL ORDER

FINESCALE MODEL WORLD LTD

PLASTIC KITS, AIRBRUSHES, PRIMERS, PAINTS, 

TOOLS, GLUES, STATIC GRASS & ACCESSORIES

Tel/Fax: 01902 650077
MAIL ORDER AND WEBSITE SALES

www.finescalemodelworld.co.uk
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDSfinescalemodelrailways@gmail.com

ADVERTISE HERE
IF YOU ARE READING THIS 

THEN SO ARE THOUSANDS OF OTHERS.

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT 

RICHARD@DOOLITTLEMEDIA.COM

STARLING MODELS

SPECIALIST IN SMALL SCALE SHIP KITS AND 

ACCESSORIES FROM AROUND THE WORLD

www.starling-models.co.uk
info@starling-models.co.uk฀•฀Tel:฀07591฀669275

Online shop and mail order
Stocking: Combrig, Flyhawk, Orange, Niko, L’Arsenal, Samek, Dodo, North Star, AJM, 

3d Modelparts, Master Barrel and our own brand Starling Models kits and accessories

MASTERPIECE MODELS

www.masterpiecemodels.com
For a 15% discount enter coupon code “TAMMAG” when ordering



www.creativemodels.co.uk

www.hyperscale.com

www.missing-lynx.com

www.ebbro.com 

Finest Quality Modelswww.hobbyco.net

www.tamiyamodelmagazine.com

WEBDIRECTORYWEBDIRECTORYWEBDIRECTO

             tamiya.com

             italeri.de/endragon.com

NEW FORUMS INCLUDING 
MILITARY MODELLING FORUM

NEWNEWNEWNEWNEW in the NEW in the  in the  in the  in the  in the  in the ‘HOW TO BUILD...’‘HOW T‘HOW T‘HOW T‘HOW T‘HOW TO BUIL‘HOW TO BUILO BUILO BUILO BUILO BUILD...’O BUILD...’O BUILD...’D...’D...’D...’D...’ series serieD...’ seriesD...’ series serie serie serie series serie series series series

Visit www.doolittlemedia.com

How to Build... 
TAMIYA’S 1:48 LOCKHEED P-38F/G LIGHTNING
Pre-order currently in production. By Marcus Nicholls.

Only
£15.95
plus p&p

The Lockheed P-38 Lightning is an 

iconic US fighter from the Second 

World War. Its twin Allison V12 engines 

were mounted in booms to free-up 

the nose so it could house a fearsome 

array of four M2 Browning machine 

guns and a 20mm cannon. The twin-

boom airframe became a sight feared 

by enemies wherever it served, with 

good reason.

In 2019, after several years of 

painstaking research, Tamiya released 

an all-new kit of this sleek aircraft and it 

has taken its place proudly in the 1:48 

Aircraft Series as No.120 in the range.

In this new ‘How To Build’ book, 

Tamiya Model Magazine’s Editor, 

Marcus Nicholls, presents no less than 

four built-up examples of Tamiya’s 

fantastic model; one Lightning each 

from Brett Green and Spencer Pollard, 

plus two from Marcus Nicholls.

The second of Marcus’s models 

incorporates resin and photo-etched 

super-detail sets from Eduard, showing 

how they can be used within the build 

to take the detail to an even higher 

level. New photos of the other models 

show how Brett Green and Spencer 

Pollard built and painted the models in 

their own styles.

The book includes four complete 

builds, covering the following topics:

• Adding photo-etched parts
• Using resin upgrade components
• Extending the nose undercarriage leg
• Upgrading the cockpit detail
• Weathering the airframe
• Alternative decal sets

MODELS BY

- Marcus Nicholls

- Brett Green

- Spencer Pollard



Contact details for companies featured in TMMI...

May 2020 TMMI 29564

n Please mention ‘Tamiya Model Magazine’ if you make contact with any of the companies listed above - thanks!

● ACCURATE ARMOUR/
ARMOUR DISTRIBUTION
Units 15-16 Kingston Industrial Estate, 
Port Glasgow, Inverclyde, PA14 5DG 
Scotland. Tel; 01475 743 955
Fax 01475 743746
www.accurate-armour.com

● THE AIRBRUSH COMPANY Ltd
79 Marlborough Road, Lancing 
Business Park, Lancing, West Sussex, 
BN15 8UF, +44 (0) 1903 767800
www.airbrushes.com

● AIRCONNECTION
Box 21227, RPO Meadowvale
Mississauga, ON L5N 6A2, Canada
Tel (905) 677-0016  
Fax (905) 677-0582
sale@airconnection.on.ca
info@airconnection.on.ca
www.airconnection.on.ca

● AIRWAVES
Via Hannants www.hannants.co.uk

● ALBION ALLOYS
Spacemaker House,
518 Wallisdown Road, Bournemouth
Dorset, UK, BH11 8PT
Tel: 01202 511232
Fax; 01202 539967                     
From outside UK please dial
Tele; 0044 1202 511232
Fax;0044 1202 539967

● ALCLAD II
No.5 St Georges Close, Bacton, 
Norfolk, NR12 0LL. www.alclad2.com
Tel; 01692 652166,  
Fax; 01692 652334

● AMMO OF MIG JIMENEZ S.L.
Navarra (SPAIN)
www.migjimenez.com
www.theweatheringmagazine.com
Email info@migjimenez.com
In UK; Creative Models

● AMPERSAND PUBLISHING  
(via Historex Agents in UK)
235 NE 6th Avenue #4 Delray Beach, 
Florida 33483-5543, USA 
Tel; 561-266 9686, Fax; 561-266-9786

● ARCHER (Historex in UK)
PO Box 1277 Youngsville, NC 27596-
1277, USA www.archertransfers.com

● BADGER AIRBRUSH
9128 W. Belmont Avenue, 
Franklin Park, IL 60131, USA
800-AIR-BRUSH • Fax: 
800-57BADGER
www.badgerairbrush.com
customerservice@badgerairbrush.com

● BISON DECALS
Available from www.hannants.co.uk 
and www.pdi-model-supplies.com

● CAMMETT AND CO  
(Lifecolour, Scale Caliber)
Unit 5 Forest Road, Greenfield 
Industrial Estate, Hay-on-Wye, HR3 
5FA, United Kingdom Phone; 01497 
822757 
Email; cammettco@btopenworld.com
www.cammett.co.uk

● CLASSIC PUBLICATIONS
Midland Counties Publications, 
4 Watling Drive, Sketchley Lane 
Industrial Estate, Hinckley, Leics UK
LE10 1YF Tel: +44(0) 1455 233 747, 
Fax: +44(0) 1455 233 737
midlandbooks@compuserve.com 
www.classic-publications.com

● CREATIVE MODELS LTD  
(Mig Productions, Vallejo, Accurate Miniatures);
Unit 6-10, Honeysome Industrial 
Estate, Honeysome Road, Chatteris, 
Cambridgeshire PE16 6TG
Tel/Fax; 01354 760022
www.creativemodels.co.uk
info@creativemodels.co.uk

● CZECH SIX PUBLICATIONS
48 Station Road, Stoke D’Abernon, 
Cobham, Surrey, KT11 3BN UK
Tel; 01932 866426
www.czechsixpublications.com

● DRAGON MODELS  
(The Hobby Company in UK)
Dragon Models Ltd, Kong Nam Ind. 
Building B1-10F, 603-609 Castle Peak 
Road, Tsuen Wan NT, Hong Kong
Fax (HK) 4110587 
www.dragonmodelsltd.com
(For 1:6 Action Figures, please contact Amerang in UK)

● ECHELON FINE DETAILS
Available from; wwwaccurate-armour.
com & http://pachome1.pacific.net.
sg/~kriegsketten/

● EAGLE EDITIONS
Ltd PO Box 580 Hamilton MT 59840 
USA406 Tel; 363 5415, Fax; 406 375 
9270 eagle@eagle-editions.com
www.eagle-editions.com

● FANTASY PRINTSHOP
The Palms Oasis, New Portreath 
Road, Bridge, Cornwall, TR16 4QL

● FROME MODEL CENTRE
1/2 Catherine Street, Frome, 
Somerset, BA11 1DA, UK
+44 (0) 1373 465295
www.frome-model-centre.com
enquiries@frome-model-centre.com

● GRAND PRIX MODELS
4 Thorpe Close, Thorpe Way,
Banbury, OX16 4SW.
Tel; 01295 278070 Fax; 01295 278072 
www.grandprixmodels.com
email@grandprixmodels.com

● GREENHILL BOOKS
Park House, 1 Russell Gardens, 
London NW11 9NN, UK
Tel 020 8458 6314 Fax 020 8905 5245
www.greenhillbooks.com
L.Leventhal@greenhillbooks.com

● GUNZE SANGYO (MR HOBBY)
Albion Alloys in the UK

● HANNANTS
Harbour Road, Oulton Broad, 
Lowestoft, Suffolk, NR32 2LZ. 
Tel 01502 517444 Fax 01502 500521
www.hannants.co.uk 
sales@hannants.co.uk

● HIKOKI PUBLICATIONS LTD
Ashtree House, Station Road, Ottringham, 
East Yorkshire, HU12 OBJ, UK 

● HIROBOY (Zero Paints)
A1 Astwood Business Centre
Staverton Connection
Gloucester Road
Staverton, Cheltenham
GL51 0TF UK
Tel: 01684 252310 (UK office hours only)
www.hiroboy.com

● HISTOREX AGENTS
Wellington House, 157 Snargate 
Street, Dover, Kent, CT17 9BZ, UK
Tel 01304 206720 Fax 01304 204528. 
www.historex-agents.co.uk 
sales@historex-agents.co.uk

● HOBBYLINK JAPAN
Sano-shi, Kurohakama-cho 162-1
Tochigi 327-0813, Japan
www.hlj.com

● HUSSAR PRODUCTIONS, CANADA
www.airconnection.on.ca

● ITALERI (The Hobby Company in UK)
Via Pradazzo, 6, I-40012 Calderara Di 
Reno, Bologna, Italy, Tel 051 726037
www.italeri.it

● IWATA AIRBRUSHES
The Airbrush Company
79 Marlborough Road (East)
Lancing Business Park
Lancing, West Sussex BN15 8UF
Tel: +44 (0)1903 767 800
www.airbrushes.com.

● JADAR-MODEL
Zielna 8/103, 00-108 Warsaw, Poland
www.jadar.com.pl
hobby@jadarhobby.waw.pl

● MODELLING TOOLS
Uncle Jacks, Lavendon Road
Olney Bucks, MK46 4HH, UK
www.modellingtools.co.uk
Tel (+44) 01234 711980

● MIG PRODUCTIONS
C/ Santiago Rusinol 7, Pral 2a, 08750 
Molins de Rei, Barcelona, Spain
www.migproductions.com
In UK; Creative Models

● MODEL DESIGN CONSTRUCTION
Unit 3 Hillstown Small Business 
Center, Mansfield Road, Bolsover, 
Derbyshire.
S44 6LE. Tel; +(44)1246 82 77 55
orders@modeldesignconstruction.com
www.modeldesignconstruction.com

● MODEL WHOLESALE UK LTD
Unit 3 Dean Close, Raunds, Northants 
NN9 6BD 
Tel; 01892 680009 
Fax:01892 522526
info@modelwholesaleuk.com
www.modelwholesaleuk.com

● MODUNI VERSAND GMBH
Böttgerstr. 2-14,  
65439 Flörsheim, Germany
Tel; 06145 5456-0 Fax; 06145 5456-11
info@moduni.de www.moduni.de

● MONROE PERDU
Monroe Perdu Designs, 3168 Renee 
Court, Simi Valley, CA 93065, USA. 
www.monroeperdu.com

● PANZERWRECKS
PO Box 164, Heathfield, Sussex TN21 
8WA, UK www.panzerwrecks.com

● PARAGRAFIX
104 County Street, Suite 101 
Attleboro MA 02703 USA
Tel: +1 508.431.9800 
M-F 9am to 4pm EST
http://www.paragrafix.biz
pgms@paragrafix.biz

● PEGASUS HOBBIES 
(Selected items via Pocketbond in UK)
5515 Moreno Blvd, Montclair, CA 
91763 USA www.pegasushobbies.com

● PLUS MODEL (Creative Models in UK)
Jizni 56, 370 10 C. Budejovice, Czech 
Republic. plusmodel@plusmodel.cz
www.plusmodel.cz

● POCKETBOND 
Bachmann Europe PLC
Moat Way
Barwell
Leics LE9 8EY
Tel 01455 841756
info@pocketbond.co.uk

● POL MODELS
64 Cumberland Road, Acton, London, 
W3 6EY UK  polmodels@aol.com

● PRO-ART MODELS
www.proartmodels.be

● QUICKBOOST
www.quickboost.net

● REVELL GMBH
Unit 10, Old Airfield Industrial Estate,
Cheddington Lane, Tring, Herts
HP23 4QR
Tel; 01629 660 291
Email; ukbranch@revell.de
Website; www.revell.de/en 

● RZM PUBLISHING (Greenhill Books In UK)
PO Box 995, Southbury, CT 06488 USA  
Tel; (USA) 203 264 0774  
www.rzm.com

● SCHATTON BARRELS
Industriestrasse 6, 94347 Ascha, 
Germany, Fax 09961 910 7826
www.modellbau-schatton.privat.t-online.de
email; modellbau.schatton@t-online.de

● SCHIFFER BOOKS
Schiffer Publishing, 4880 Lower  
Valley Rd, Atglen, PA, 19310 USA
www.schifferbooks.com

● SCHIFFER BOOKS in UK
Bushwood Books, No.6 Marksbury 
Avenue, Kew Gardens, Surrey TW9 
4JF, UK. Tel +44(0)20 8392 8585,  
+44(0)20 8392 9876, 
email; info@bushwodbooks.co.uk

● SCHUMO KITS
Axel’s-Modellbau-Shop
Axel und Bernd Schulze OHG 
Braustraße 2a 37170 Uslar, Germany
Phone: +49 (0) 5571 919 100
Fax: +49 (0) 5571 919 101
www.schumo-kits.com

● SQUADRON.COM 
Squadron Mail Order
1115 Crowley Drive
Carrollton, TX 75006 - 1312. USA

● STUDIO 27 (Grand Prix Models in UK)
www.studio27.co.jp

● SCALE MOTORSPORT
No.3 Topside Lane, Newtown, 
Connecticut 06470-2023, USA
www.scalemotorsport.com
In UK; Grand Prix Models

● THE SMALL SHOP
PO Box 580, Kalama WA 98625, USA
Tel/fax; (360) 673-1255
info@thesmallshop.com
www.thesmallshop.com

● SYLMASTA
Halland House, Dale’s Yard, Lewes 
Rd, Scaynes Hill, West Sussex,  
RH17 7PG 
Tel; +44(0)1444 415027, 
Fax; +44(0)1444 458606. 
Email; sylmasta@aol.com

● TAMIYA JAPAN
Tamiya, Inc., 3-7 Ondawara  
Suruga-ku, Shizuoka 422-8610 Japan 
www.tamiya.com

● TAMIYA UK;  
THE HOBBY COMPANY LIMITED
Garforth Place, Knowlhill, 
Milton Keynes, MK5 8PG, UK
Tel; 01908 605686  
Fax; 01908 605666
enquiries@hobbyco.net
www.hobbyco.net

● TANK MODEL, RUSSIA
www.tank-model.ru
www.afvmodeller.com

● TANK WORKSHOP
345 Wynbrook Drive
McDonough, GA, 30253 USA 
Tel; (770) 573-1409,  
Fax; (770) 573-0479
www.tankworkshop.com

● TRUMPETER
www.trumpeter-china.com
Pocketbond in the UK

● TUNGSTEN DRILLS
Allan Sidney No.6, Park Gardens, 
Holbeach, Lincolnshire, PE12 7PJ
allansid@aol.com

● U-MODELS
1103, rue de Feucherolles
78630, Orgeval, France
www.u-models.com

● VALLEJO (Creative Models in UK)
Acrylicos Vallejo, SL Apartado 337 - 
08800 Vilanova i la Geltrú, Barcelona, 
Spain Tel; (34) 93 893 60 12
Fax; (34) 93 893 11 54
www.acrylicosvallejo.com

● WORLD WAR TWO BOOKS
Military History Books Ltd (Mail order 
address, callers by appointment)
2 Cysgod Y Bryn, Aberystwyth,
Ceredigion, SY23 4LR,
United Kingdom
Tel; 01970 623778
sales@worldwartwobooks.com
www.worldwartwobooks.com

● WIDESPREAD SOLUTIONS
Unit 1 Levens Hall Park, Lund Lane, 
Killinghall, Harrogate, West Yorkshire 
HG3 2BG, UK. Tel; +44(0)1423 
522836 Fax; +44(0)1423 525656
info@graphicair.co.uk
www.graphicair.co.uk



CONTACT INFO:

Tel: +44(0)1525 222 573 
Advertising enquiries: alan@doolittlemedia.com
Doolittle Mill, Doolittle Lane, Totternhoe,  
Bedfordshire, LU6 1QX, UK
www.tamiyamodelmagazine.com
Editorial email: editor@tamiyamodelmagazine.com
Other enquiries: enquiries@doolittlemedia.com
www.tamiyamodelmagazine.com

Please order Tamiya Model Magazine International for me and reserve/deliver a regular copy starting with issue:-

Name:  ..............................................................................................................................................................................................

Address: ...........................................................................................................................................................................................  
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Telephone:  .......................................................................................................................................................................................  
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NEXT ISSUE
The next issue of TMMI is June 2020 
(No.296), on sale May 21st

...AND MUCH MORE, OF COURSE!
Due to the many factors that can influence the appearance (or non-

appearance) of a model in TMMI, the items listed here are shown on a 

provisional basis. We endeavour to bring you these articles, but please 

be patient if they do not feature! Thank you for your understanding.

...AND MUCH MORE, OF COURSE!
Due to the many factors that can influence the appearance (or non-

appearance) of a model in TMMI, the items listed here are shown on a 

provisional basis. We endeavour to bring you these articles, but please 

be patient if they do not feature! Thank you for your understanding.

NEXT ISSUENEXT ISSUENEXT ISSUENEXT ISSUE
The next issue of TMMI is June 2020 The next issue of TMMI is June 2020 

HAAS IT FINISHED?
Tamiya's 1:20 Ferrari SF70H 
converted to a 2018 HAAS VF-18 

INTO BATTLE
Tamiya's IDF Tiran 5 in 1:35

DON'T MESS WITH TEXAS
Zoikei-Mura's 1:48 F-4C in Texas ANG colours 



The Editor’s Page...
There’s nothing quite as evocative and original wartime colour photographs
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The Editor’s Page...
Sponsored by 

www.craftknives.co.uk 

Editor's Choice
Tamiya Craft Tools HG Tweezers (grip-type tip) 74155
Regular tweezers are an essential scale modelling tool and there are many types, from needle-nosed to broader tipped, general usage types. 
Tamiya have just released this ‘high grip’ style of tweezer, featuring a remarkably strong grip, at the expense of leaving small marks in the item 
you’re holding. If this isn’t a problem, these will be very useful for a number of operations. 
Check them out at: www.hobbyco.net

D
o you have a ‘special’ book you turn to when seeking  
inspiration and ideas for a modelling project? I certainly do – 
several in fact – but one keeps being taken off my bookshelf for 
repeated and indulgent flick-throughs. The tome in question is 

‘Bomber Command’ by Jeffrey L Ethell, a fantastic aviation author who 
was tragically killed in June, 1997, when the restored P-38 Lightning he 
was flying crashed in Oregon, during preparations for an airshow. This 
book was first published in 1994 just three years before the accident 
and it contains 180+ pages of original wartime colour photographs (not 
colourisations) of classic WW2 American bombers and fighters from the 
B-17 to the P-47. The images are amazing and whilst the variations in 
colour reproduction don’t really make accurate references, the weathering, 
tonal variation and sheer atmosphere of the imagery make it worth adding 
to one’s collection. The book is still available from various sources. ●

GLORIOUS KODACHROME!






