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GENTLEMEN PREFER REDHEADS...
Alex Kustov returns to TMM|, this time with
his stunning 1:24 Ferrari 250 59/60 TR LM
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CLUBS AND SHOWS

MODELSPORT 2007 SHOW
REMINDER

Don’t forget - The automotive
modelling event ‘Modelsport’
takes place on Sunday,
March 25th 2007 at the
Holiday Inn, Telford -

directly opposite the Telford
International Centre where
the big annual IPMS show is
held. For further information,
please click on;
WwWw.myspace.com
modelsport

POTTERIES MODEL SHOW
The Potteries Model Show
will take place on 25th
March 2007. Doors open

at 10am and there will

be club displays, traders,
refreshments and a

2]
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competition. It will be held
at the usual venue of Meir
Community and Education
Centre, Pickford Place, Meir,
Stoke-on-Trent. For more
information please contact
Alan Ewart 01782 388892
ewaal253@aol.com or Mick
Copestake 01782 392353

THE 7TH GLOUCESTER IPMS
The 7th Gloucester IPMS
Model Show will be held

at on Sunday, 13th May
2007 from 10am to 4.30pm
at the recently renovated
and extended Churchdown
Community Centre Parton
Road, Churchdown,
Gloucestershire, GL3

2JH, which is midway
between Gloucester and
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GPM ON THE MOVE

Grand Prix Models' St. Albans
shop closed on the 22nd
December and has re-opened
at a new location, so update
your diaries!

Grand Prix Models,

4 Thorpe Close, Thorpe Way,
Banbury, OX16 4SW,
Oxfordshire, Tel 01295 278070,
Fax 01295 278072
www.grandprixmodels.com

Cheltenham, one mile from
the M5 Motorway. Great club
displays featuring superb
model planes, armoured
vehicles, figures, cars, bikes,
etc. will be on show, plus
trade stands selling a wide
range of kits and modelling
accessories. Look out for
the show special offers.
Admission; adults £2.50,
children (15 or under) and
senior citizens £1, family
ticket £5. Enquiries or trade
and club table bookings
contact; Alan Firbank on
01452 610605 (9am to

5pm daily or weekends) or
afirbank@aol.com Jeff Brown
on 01285 659254 (evenings
after 7.30pm) or
jeff.p-51d_@tiscali.co.uk

Professional modeller taking commissions for
Naval Vessels, Aircraft, Illlitary Vchlcus nd.

For details, write

IN BRIEE..

TAMIYA
1:24 Repsol Honda RC211V '05
1:24 Movistar Honda RC211V ‘05
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1:16 Sd.Kfz.182 Kingtiger Porsche
Turret

1:16 M16 Half Track

1:35 German GW ‘Girille II' 17cm
Cannon

1:35 Morser Karl Gerat 040/041
1:35 German Panzerkampfwagen IV
D/E Fahrgestell Tank Early Version
1:35 German Panzerkampfwagen IV
F Fahrgestell Tank Mid Version

1:35 M1126 Stryker ICV Infantry
Carrier Vehicle

1:35 Russian T62 Medium Tank
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DELUXE MATERIALS
Scenic Shovelled Snow for
dioramas




CAR KV PREVIEW

TAMIYA 1:24 FERRARI FXX @ KIT NO.24292

Jon Winter takes a look at Tamiya’s latest kit of a megacar,
the $1.6 million Ferrari FXX...

e Ferrari FXX is one
of the most limited
edition supercars
ever to roll out of any

factory. The Ferrari Enzo

on which the car is based

is in itself, one of the most
potent and exclusive cars on
the planet. If the Enzo was
the domain of the super rich,
the FXX has to be one for
those who paper their walls
in spare hundred dollar bills.
The FXX is a limited run

of 29 cars. Taking lessons
learnt on the track with
Ferrari’s F1 and sportscar
programmes, the FXX has
had a full rework of the
aerodynamics giving up to
forty percent more downforce.
Add to the specification the
Enzo’s 6.2 litre V12 engine
tuned to over 800bhp, a

6 speed semi-automatic
sequential gearchange,
carbon ceramic brakes and
slick tyres amongst a whole

when conceiving Ferrari's
next generation of road cars.
In a way it is almost one

of the most expensive and
exclusive market surveys
ever done...

The Ferrari FXX first
came from Tamiya as a radio
control version but now it is
here in 1:24 scale plastic kit
form. With their previously
released Enzo in this scale
already in Tamiya’s range,
it was unlikely that the FXX
was going to use the diecast
chassis route now popular
with Tamiya - they already
had the basis for the kit in
wholly plastic form. The
FXX is however quite a bit
different from the Enzo so
how far have Tamiya gone
to create an accurate model?
The answer is, as you would
expect, a long way. Whereas
some kit manufacturers
may just do a ‘skin-deep’
job, Tamiya have gone as

sliding opening. The rest

is wholly new. The interior
is stripped out and a roll
cage supplied and all the
panels are openable to show
the great level of detail. Of
course there is a whole new
set of bodywork to capture
the FXX’s lines, from the
faired in projector type
headlights to the rear multi
plane wing, it’s all there.
Other enhancements include
turned aluminium exhaust
pipe ends which exit where
the rear lights are on the
Enzo and metal transfers for
the Ferrari legending. Slick
tyres are of course included
as per the real car and a full
set of decals for the livery
are beautifully printed. But
it’s the moulding quality
and tooling that really
catches the eye. Surface
detailing on parts such as the
engine block and brakes is
outstandine But if that ion't
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TASCA 1:35 BRITISH SHERMAN VC FIREFLY KIT NO.35-009

BIG CATS’

With their Pzll Luchs established as milestone in plastic kit history,
the armour modelling world waited with excitement to see if Tasca’s
Sherman Firefly would be as good...

e all remember the
»]I!Ilillll'.\-i’ model
company ‘Tasca’
from their beautiful

1:35 kit of the Panzer 11 ausf.

L. ‘Luchs’. one of the best

armour model kits of all time.

They have been gquiet for a

while with just the occasional

accessory release, but the
good news 1s that they have
just issued another tank kit,
and we are delighted to say
that it's another stunner,
easily on the same level as
the Luchs.

The subject this time is
the Sherman VC Firefly,

an expedient design that

was }J]'l'hhl'(l into action

with the British ground

forces following D-Day. in

in attempt to prov ide some

kind of counter to the 88mm

armed German Tiger and

Panther tanks. The Firefly

carried the 17 Pounder gun,

a long barrelled design with

a high muzzle velocity that

had done sterling service as a

towed artillery piece. known

as the 'Pheasant’.

8 February 2007 TMMI 136

Tasca’s kit depicts the VC
(5/C) version and 1s reallv
an amazingly thorough
production. The lower hull is
broken down into individual
panels, a technique which
allows for the complete
rendition of detail on all
faces. although extra care
will need to be taken to

ensure evervthing is properly

lined up. Regular builders

of Shermans will be glad to
see that the sponson floors
are provided, so vou won't be
able to see the upper track
runs when looking down
through the hatches!

The VVSS (Vertical Volute
Spring Suspension) bogies
are fully articulated to
allow the builder to depict
the tank travelling over
uneven ground in a diorama
situation, but as is often the
way with such features. it's
usually best to decide on the
suspension’s final position.
then glue it in place, as the
track tension can pull up the
first and last roadwheels.

The rear end of the model

is a particular treat, with
and nicely complex smoke
dischargers and rear idler
mounts, as well as a fine
photo-etched mesh grille and
well rendered exhaust outlets.
The transmission housing
at the front of the tank 1s of
the correct 'hl‘t"'-[lit'f'l' bolted
design, and must be the
best example ever seen in
a model kit. The horseshoe
shaped flanges are moulded
in two halves to allow for
the accurate rendering of
the bolt detail on each side
- one side with boltheads,
the other with the nut and
bolt thread clearly and
accurately depicted which is
deeply impressive.
Tasca's latest armour
# 18 a4 stunning
interpretation of this famous
Sherman variant, and we'll
be able to bring vou further
information at a later date
when we manage to get the

kit built! @

release
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DRAGON 1:35 SD.KFZ181 TIGER | AUSF. E EARLY PRODUCTION @ ITEM NO.6350

uilding a model of a

Tiger I these days

has become a bit of

a minefield, so to
speak. So much effort as
been expended by Tiger I
enthusiasts on researching
the beast that it's easy to
get caught up in ‘modeller’s
block’ when deciding just
how far you want to go with
the detailing and correction
processes. What's really
needed is a pleasingly
complex kit that can be built
straight from the box with
just the right amount of juicy
brass bits to appeal to the
obssesive modeller, without
being intimidating. Now, who
on earth could come up with
such a concept we wonder..?
Dragon of course, via their
Hong Kong comrades in
arms, Cyber Hobby.

This version of the

Tiger represents Michael
Wittmann’s famous Tiger
1331 that he took into battle
at Kursk 1n 1943, so it’s an
Early Production type with
dished, rubber rimmed road

10 February 2007 TMMI 136
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The Editor takes the Tiger challenge and delves into Cyber Hobby's
latest limited edition kit, Wittmann's Kursk Tiger, No.1331...

wheels and no zimmerit,
plus of course the myriad
hull and turret details that
differentiated it from later
variants. The kit box is
completely packed with grey
styrene sprues, and having
just dropped the whole lot on
the floor while writing this
preview, I can attest to the
fact that they really do not
want to go back into the box
once taken out. The kit really
is a triumph of detail, with
many examples of exquisitely
rendered structures to be
seen, such as suspension arm
bump-stops on the hull sides,
correctly profiled engine
grille castings (hard to see
but gratifying to know they
are there), weld seams on
each road wheel and ultra
subtle cast steel texture in all
the appropriate places.
Because this kit is a Cyber
Hobby production, there
are a number of extras that
are unique to the release.
The Wittmann decals are of
course the most obvious, but
there are other significant

additions to the box that
really make this model
something special, such as
the Early Tiger I rear panel,
new muzzle brake, re-tooled
mantlet, early pattern mud
flaps, Bosch headlights,
new engine deck and plenty
more. The corollary of all
these custom additions by
CH is a good number of
redundant components, but
these will doubtless find
their way into the spares box
for possible use at a later
date, but they do contribute
to that bulging box!

To summarise, the model
is simply fantastic, and
if you are keen to build a
Tiger I but have neither the
references nor inclination to
expend precious modelling
time on finding out how
you should improve your
kit, then this is surely the
answer - everything you
need is already in the box.
Highly recommended. @
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Kevin Kuster gets all patriotic with this special edition of the F-117...

aving just completed
my latest Fokker Dr.
I (flown by Lt. Josef
Jacobs, Jasta 7 in
1918) I began to realize that
perhaps the more things
change, the more they stay
the same. Granted, the
reasons and motivations
for pilots painting their
warbirds during WWI are a
little different than today,

but I couldn’t help but notice

how interesting it was that
Jacob’s all black plane had
a similar look to the ultra
modern Stealth F-117. The
more | thought about this

amazing similarity, the more

I imagined how cool it would
be to have my all black tri-
])1:\]1L'.~1 Hillillg_' next to an all
black Stealth in my display
case. Although I never had
any interest in building and
painting any modern jet
fighters, I suddenly found
my modelling motivation
and couldn’t wait to hang up

my rigging wire...

As I began to collect
data and references for my
build, I stumbled on an
image of an F-117 with an
American flag painted on it,
and I knew this would be a
great addition. The original
flag scheme was painted
on aircraft #79-10782 for
a change of command
ceremony at the infamous
‘Area 51" in Nevada, USA on
December 14, 1983.

Since I knew I needed
as much visual impact
as possible in the cockpit
to offset the flag scheme,
| opted to use Eduard’s
excellent pre-painted photo
etch set (#49286). Yes, some
folks believe that using pre-
painted photo is cheating,
however, I couldn’t imagine
anyone (let alone my shaky
hands) ever painting such
fine crisp details as achieved
by this set. Even though
a large portion of the fine

detail painting is handled

for you, I still used a variety
of Tamiya pants to complete

the cockpit - XF22 RLM
Grey, XF24 Dark Grey,
XF54 Dark Sea Grey and
XF27 Black Green.

WEAPONS AND
UNDERCARRIAGE BAYS
Next, I began working

on the weapons bay and
undercarriage. [ opted

to build and paint each

of the wheel wells and
weapons bay as individual
sub-assemblies. Although
Eduard provided the
necessary brake lines, 1
decided to replace these
flat, one dimensional pieces
with small copper wire

and Tamiya tape. All of
the undercarriage sections,
legs and weapons bay arms
were painted with Tamiya
XF54 Dark Sea Grey and
then over sprayed with light
coating of Tamiya XF2 Flat

White. By undercoating each
of the sections with a darker
colour it will help you to
create a sense of dimension
and prevent a bone white
boring look. The Paveway
[1I bombs were painted with
Aircraft Colors #3040 US
Olive Drab and highlight
with a slightly lighter
version of the original
colour. Each sub assembly
as well as the bombs were
washed with a very light
layer of Winsor and Newton
Vandyke Brown. This light
wash, when dried, will leave
paint in all of the nooks and
crannies and help pull out
the shadow details. Finally,
[ applied a light drybrushing
of Winsor and Newton
Titanium White to highlight
each of the sections.
Knowing it would be
difficult to paint the flag
scheme to the underside if
I had already attached it
to the multi-angled upper ©
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TAMIYA 1:48 F-117 NIGHTHAWK @ KIT NO.61059

The inner face of the lower fuselage was masked off in preparation for the
painting of the flag. The metal bar with two white ends is the noseweight.

The author made a temporary handle to support the lower panel during
painting, using a figure modeller's support and masking tape.

surfaces, I opted to keep

it off. I taped up all of the
openings for the wheel
wells and bomb bay and I
attached the underside to
a make shift handle with
masking tape. (Originally,
not knowing how I was
going to tackle the flag
scheme one of my fellow club
members mentioned to me
that Cutting Edge made a
great mask and decal set
#CED48118.) I sprayed the
entire under surface with

Tamiya XF2 and sprayed
all of the panel lines with
Tamiya XF24. One of

the great benefits to this
technique is that you can
paint your panel lines in a
very loose manor and know
that you can correct any
mistakes in the next step.
Once all of my panel lines
were drawn in, I spraved
over the entire surface with
a layer of XF2 Flat White at
a ratio of 60/40% (thinner to
paint) to minimize the grey

lines. I allowed the white
paint to cure dry for a day so
it wasn't damaged when the
flag mask was applied and
removed.

Once the white stripes of
the flag were masked off,
[ sprayed the remaining
stripes with Tamiya XF7
Flat Red. By slowly building
up the red stripes in light
layers of heavily thinned
paint, it allowed the original
darker panel lines on the
white surface to show

through. Before I removed
the mask, I sprayed any

of the red panel lines I
thought were getting lost
with a light coat of XF7
Flat White and XF1 Flat
Black, at a 80/20% ratio.
The stars and blue section
weren't as easy. Since |
didn’t want to use the large
star decals provided, I opted
to use and place each of the
fifty individual star masks.
Aligning and positioning all
of stars proved to be quite




F-117s have been in service for many years now, and have taken on a
weathered appearance. A mixture of greys were used to recreate the look.

£5 2
Cutting Edge provide pre-cut masks
in black vinyl, seen here after
application.

The red paint has been applied, but
the black masking strips can still
be seen.

challenging, however, they
helped create a much more
pleasing and accurate look.
The blue section was painted
with Tamiya XF8 Flat Blue.
Since the tacky material on
star masks was not super
strong, it was important to
spray straight down on the
star so the outlines would
remain sharp.
The upper portion of
the fuselage was painted
with Tamiya XF1. Each of
the individual panel lines
were sprayed with a 50/50
combination of XF1 Flat
Black and XF24 Dark Grey
at a 30/70% ratio. All of the
colour reference I have on
the Stealth really shows how
faded and dirty these planes
get so don’t be afraid to alter
the monotone black. Once
the wheel wells and weapons
bay were attached, I mated
the two fuselage halves and
puttied the connection seam.
Although I now needed to
~gd vEes atumask G uins
puttied seam, I don’t know
if I could have done the
flag scheme as well had I

attached it to the fuselage
before painted. The entire
plane was sprayed with
Future floor wax (Johnson's
Klear in the UK) and the
remaining decals applied.
Since this would be my
first time painting any
kind of canopy, I was very
nervous to do so and held
off until the very end. Much
to my surprise, once the
supplied Tamiya masks
were applied, the process
went very smoothly and
effortlessly. “Man I'm almost
done with this entire build
and I didn’t have one major
problem.” No sooner had
those thoughts entered my
head, I suddenly dropped
my glue brush and three
lovely glue drops hit my
clear canopy! “Son of a...
(Censored).” Curse the
modelling gods! Just when
I thought I was safe, they
reach out from all of my un-
built kits and pull me down.
*asmuer ad funéd w sand
and buff my glue marks out,
I just couldn’t fix my ruined
canopy. Thankfully, Fred ©

With the underside primed in white, subtle lines of pre-shading were
airbrushed on to impart a little texture beneath the flag's colours.

Using tweezers, the low-tack plastic
strips were carefully peeled off to
reveal the dramatic effect.

The star masks have been
meticulously applied on the front
portion, ready for the blue.

The final effect is quite
stunning, made all the
more convincing by the
subtle shading visible
on the lighter areas
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MODEL AIRCRAFT FEATURE
TAMIYA 1:48 F-117 NIGHTHAWK @ KIT NO.61059

Medell at Tamiya USA was
gracious enough to ship me
a brand new one so I could
complete my project. With
the canopy finished and S——
set aside in a safe place, 1 -
sprayed the entire plane / e N
with Testors Dullcote #1160 d .
to give it a dead flat finish.
You might not see a lot of : .
people building the F-117, '
and you may think it's not
that exciting, however, that
couldn’t be further from the
truth. Often times as I look
at the two black birds sitting
next to each other, I think
I can hear the respective
pilots telling their tales of
aerial combat. Like the
old saying goes “the
more things change,
the more they stay
the same.” @

il
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DUST GAME 1:35 GUNTHER SCHWERE KAMPF LAUFER @ ITEM NO.D35002

Dust Game may not be a familiar name
to modellers of ‘real’ subjects, but their

Gunther kit is rather impressive...

ust Game is one of
those creative entities
that rests somewhere
between the realms
of fantasy, science-fiction,
Japanese Manga and the
‘real’ world, in that much
of the visual imagery has
footings in 20th Century
warfare, in particular, WW2
German technology but
otherwise spins off into bad
acid trip weirdness. Cool!
The concept was created by
Italian creative genius Paolo
Parente, and was to include
graphic novels (comics),
novels, games and kits.
The setting is in perhaps
a parallel world where the
hardware has a hint of the
material of the Third Reich,
but with an (un)healthy
dose of aliens, freaks and
torturers thrown in for good
measure - sounds fun!
Of course whenever
a model kit exists of
something, TMMTI’s interest
perks up, and as Dust
Game has released a rather
splendid kit of

one of the armoured vehicles
from its domain, we were
very keen to see it in the
flesh, or rather, plastic.

The ‘vehicle’ 1s entitled
Gunther and is a ‘Schwere
Kampf Laufer’, which
roughly translates as ‘Heavy
Fighting Runner’, and as

it has two legs and four
immense cannon barrels,
the moniker is entirely
appropriate. When looking

at the designs of Dust Game,

one can't help recall the
world of Kow Yokoyama's
SF3D (later Maschinen
Krieger Zbv3000), and it's
clear to see how Kow's
amazing imagination has
provided the spark for
others to create their own
worlds. However with Paolo
Parente’s introduction of
some truly freaky characters
into Dust Game 1t is
significantly different to
SF3D, and does stand up
well in its own right.

The angular design of
Gunther 1s appealing,
and the visual clues to
WW2 German panzers
are abundant. The kit
is presented across no
less than eleven sprues

* of grey styrene, plus one

of flexible grey vinyl
carrying grommets that
allow the model a degree of
articulation once complete.
Throughout the kit we
see familiar shapes - the
AAWZ R Re (D Tk

BERMAN RAKETENTRUPPEY
gr 7

L and the gun barrels are
clearly inspired by weaponry
from the foundries of Krupp
and Rheinmetall.

The surface detail is of
a good level, not quite of
the same grade as current
Tamiya or Dragon kits say,
but it is erisp and modern in
execution, without flash or
sink marks, and the ejector
pin marks are well hidden.
This is definitely a candidate
for the dental burr, and a
good overall texturing will
add a great deal of extra
visual interest to the model.
Combined with washes,
drybrushing and other
trustworthy finishing effects,
Gunther has the potential to
look quite stunning.

Continuing the theme of
WW2 German styling, a
four figure set of ‘German
Raketentruppen’ has been
released to accompany
Gunther. These are
very German WW2 in
appearance, even down to
the Fallschirmjéiger type
jump smocks, straight-sided
helmets and personal gear.
The mouldings are very
similar in style to Dragon’s
figure sets, therefore the
detail is extremely crisp
and refined, and they
will provide the ideal
complement the hardware.

Gunther retails for $50 US
plus shipping, figure set $15
plus shipping. @




MODEL FACTORY HIRO 1:24 FERRARI 250 59/60 TESTAROSSA LM

GENTLEMEN

FER

'REDHEADS...

Alex Kustov describes the building, detailing and painting of a Le Mans winner,
the Ferrari 250 59/60 Testarossa LM

is is a fully detailed

kit, with a complete

engine. The body and

interior castings are
very clean, delicate and
smooth, on the inside too.
Thin and perfectly registered
decals are provided that
respond well to setting
solution (I used Microsol),
and correct markings for
four versions of the car are
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included. The photo-etched
parts are crisp and nicely
engraved, and although

the metal is relatively thin,

the depth of engraving is
absolutely perfect. The

attachment points are very

thin, and soft metal sands
very easily. Great turned
metal parts, superb wheels
and very soft tires with
excellent tread detail and

correct sidewall markings
are big bonuses with this
model, as well as good
instructions and correct
colour guide. There's a high
parts count for the ultimate
replica!

The downsides of this
kit are the extensive use
of white metal (including
delicate parts), and
excessive mould lines on

metal parts which are
hard to clean off. There
were some very serious fit
problems requiring extensive
alteration of the kit, and
way too thick hood and
trunk as well as separate
parts for the trunk lid and
headrest.

Other minus points were
the lack of hinges and the
high price! ®




Even after rough sanding with a coarse sanding
block the gaps between the panels were still
huge. | smoothed the surface with finer sanding
stick and prepared it for putty.

Every time | build a kit, | start with the body, which in this kit was madI: from nice and smooth grey
resin. Due to the complex shape of the body, the lower panels were made from white metal. | glued
them to the resin with five-minute epoxy.

The gaps were fille
left to dry for a while. When the flller was dry, |
sanded the excess with fine sanding stick.

To check my work | sprayed a coat of Tamiya grey  This time | used Squadron white putty (I think it
primer. The gap was still very noticeable and | shrinks less than Bondo filler, but its more fragile
proceeded to further refine it with putty. when dry) on the rear panel of the body....

9

... and both sides to smooth the surface for
another coat of primer.

This tirziiii®he surface looked much better, so |
cleaned the rest of the body and sprayed the last
coat of grey primer on the entire body.

When the primer was completely dry, | sanded I left the body to dry overnight, and sprayed a coat of Tamiya white primer next day. When dry, the

it with 1500 grit paper under running water. The white primer was “sanded” with toothpaste. The body shell was now ready for the paint.
sides and rear were perfect!
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| sprayed three mist coats of Tamiya TS8 ltalian
Red, twenty minutes apart, followed by two wet-
coats with two-hour break to allow the paint to gas
out. In five days the paint had completely cured,
and | painted the insides with flat black with a wide
brush.

e

Finally the body was waxed with “The Treatment”
model wax to restore the shine and lustre of the
paint. | also covered the radiator access door with
a tiny PE flap.

Then | added X, cam covers with
PE scripts, and velocity stacks. The carburettor
bodies were black-washed and detailed with
some silver and bronze paint. Finally, | glued tiny
bronze tubes inside each velocity stack.

en | started to e engine. | a
air scoop to the carburettors, then a generator,
water and fuel pumps, starter, oil tubes, and
exhaust headers, previously painted in satin
black.
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After the initial polishing, no trace of the gap
was to be found on the sides or rear panel of the
body. Future polishing would smooth the surface
even further.

Then | decalled the body. Decals that were
applied over panel lines were slit with the knife
and softened with Microsol to conform to the
panels. Panel lines were washed with Tamiya red/
black acrylic mix.

W

The distributors were drilled out, fitted with
ignition wires and glued to the block. | also
attached fuel fittings to the carburettors and self-
made fuel lines (yellow wire wrapped with tiny
steel wire) to the fittings.

ﬁ. chassil p|aie was cieanﬁ and thorough'y
sanded. | primed it with grey primer, and painted
Tamiya semi-gloss black from the can. The engine
was installed into the chassis frame, and | then
started work on the front suspension.

The entire body was rubbed with 3M polishing

compound, followed by Tamiya Fine compound
to remove some fine scratches.

With the body almost complete, | moved to the |
engine. This is where the nightmare started!

White metal is very hard to work with, and Hiro's
parts are not the cleanest! Engine block, heads,
and carburettors were cleaned and put together.

Plug wires were glued to the wire holders, then
the cams were drilled for spark plugs and exhaust
headers. Finally, | glued the wires inside the plug
boots (I made the boots from small black wire
insulation).

The white metal parts of the front suspension
were cleaned and sanded with flexi-files, then
primed with metal primer and painted flat black.
The entire front suspension attaches to the
chassis via tiny screws, but | added some CA
glue for strength.



Beautiful photo-etched and
turned parts (twelve in total
for each wheel) were used to
make five very realistic Branny
wheels - two slightly larger
rears, two smaller fronts, and
one spare.

front suspension completed, | test ﬂued the body
to the chassis. The fit was far from perfect, so |
made few modifications to the rear bulkhead and
front inner fenders and wheel wells.

ng
cleaned primed and sprayed with satin black. brake pad’s grooves!) were fitted with white white metal rim, and turned steel centre) and lhe
Then | scraped the paint from the working parts metal callipers and brake hoses. dashboard (white metal piece covered with PE part
and put the shocks together using supplied bent to shape).

springs. | had to cut shocks and springs to fit.

The seats were cleaned up
(what a headache!) primed,
and sprayed with custom
mix of few shades of biue
acrylic paints. Lap belts
were made from craft-store
ribbon and Scale Kraft
photo-etched hardware.

The interior was fitted with
white metal firewall, central
tunnel and tube frames. Then
| added the seats, pedal
assembly with nice PE faces,
and turned steel shifter with
photo-etched gate and reverse
speed blocker.

Front suspen rakes, a 3 it

pump and routed to the gas tank. The front part of the chassis was ready. clockn).anduﬂlersnmllPEdetth mmoedugwhnlmpalmodbrwn
detailed with BMF (aluminium rim) and topped off with Cavallino on the horn
button.
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The rear tubular frame was assembled white metal parts It was p and pa at black, then with rear , swing arms,
carefully cleaned with flexi-files. The frame was glued together with five- wheel hubs and differential with half shafts.
minute epoxy for additional strength.

e

g pa
forever to clean and polish them!) and detailed with PE rivets and stripes. The
| oil tank was glued together and wrapped in two “riveted” PE plates.

The natural metal finish of the unpainted
parts adds tremendously to the realism of the
model, plus the use of white metal parts gives
it very solid feel (I think the chassis alone
weights a pound!). But these are about the
only two advantages of white metal...
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M2 AND M2A1 HALF-TRACK

—

—
Artillery units using the
M2 and M2A1s as prime
movers had noticed that
their cannons’ muzzle blasts
often shattered the vehicles’
headlights. To rectify this,
a directive was put forth to
standardize demountable
headlights (as seen here) for
all new half-track vehicles.
M2s and M2A1s could be
fitted with either an anti-
ditching roller or a winch.

R — et T A

As an introduction to our forthcoming feature in the M2 Half-Track from
Dragon, John Adams-Graf brings us a selection of useful reference images
of this handsome US vehicle.

e First World War
revealed the United
States Army’s
deficiency in providing

safe and reliable transport
for reconnaissance and

a new vehicle was needed

- one that could speedily
transition from road travel
to traversing rugged terrain.
Attempts to address this

led to a comprise between

Although a few attempts
to produce a duo-role
vehicle were fielded prior
to November 11, 1918, it
was during the ante-bellum
years when the project

including ‘Half-Track Car’
and ‘Carrier, Personnel,
Half-Track.” Finally, in 1939,
the Army standardized a
hybrid truck and track layer
as the ‘Car, Half-Track, M1.

heavy equipment for its
troops. The lessons of trench
warfare and the ability to
mass troops indicated that
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heavy wheeled and full-track
laying vehicles. A veritable
‘morphing’ of the two roles
produced the ‘half-track’

reached its zenith. By 1939,

the US Army had tested no
fewer than nine versions of
vehicles that carried names

Within nine months
of adopting the M1,
further refinements were
consolidated in a new project




The US Army used the M2 as a reconnaissance vehicle or as an artillery
prime mover. Therefore, it was not equipped with a back door a (as found
on subsequent models), but rather, steps on either side of the rear that

~ troops would use to climb into and out of the passenger area.

The large ammunition boxes behind the driver and co-driver could be
accessed from outside the vehicle through doors mounted just behind B
the cab doors. This mid-production M2 is equipped with mine racks on : M2s half-tracks were fitted with a skate rail along the entire

either side that extend from the ammunition compartment to the back of ; interior top edge on which both the .50 calibre and .30 calibre

" Combat experience dictated that soldiers needed more protection The M2A1 eliminated the perimeter skate rail, replacing it

when manning vehicle-mounted machine guns. The M2A1 provided an with three sockets that could accept a cradle-mounted .30
. armoured ‘turret’ above the co-driver's seat and the front right corner of ~ calibre machine gun. The sockets can be seen at the right
the crew area that incorporated an M49 ring mount. :WMMMHGM“MM

=t piE=

as the ‘Half-Track Car, M2’ the capacity of any the all parts (except armour

= e

‘Half-Track Scout Car, T14.

This vehicle, armed with in September 1940. single manufacturer. It plate) were interchangeable

two .30 calibre and one .50 placed orders with three between vehicles built by

calibre machine guns, served M2 GOES INTO PRODUCTION  businesses; the Autocar any of the three. By October

as the prototype of all the Even before the published Company, the Diamond T 1940, the Army placed its

half-track cars and carriers reports detailing the final Motor Car Company and initial order for the Half-

used during WWIL. After version of the T14 were the White Motor Company. Track Car, M2. |
incorporating the changes published, the Ordnance Furthermore, it established By May 1943, the Army |
dictated by testing, the Committee had expanded a Half-Track Engineering had accepted the first sixty ‘

Army standardized the T14 the requirements beyond Committee to ensure that two M2 half-track cars from ©




FULL SIZE REFERENCES

M2 AND M2A1 HALF-TRACK

© White Motor Company.

When all the orders for
M2s were eventually filled,
the three manufacturers
delivered 11,415 M2s to the
US Army.

ARMED FOR THE ROLE
Initially, the M2 was to
carry one air-cooled M2

5 libre and two water-

cooled M1917A1 .30 calibre
machine guns. However,
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most actually sported the .50
calibre M2 and a single air-
cooled .30- calibre M1919A4.
These weapons could be
moved anvwhere on a skate
rail that ran the entire inner
perimeter of the open-topped
vehicle.

The M2 was purposed as
a reconnaissance vehicle
and as a prime mover for
artillery. Therefore, troop

: was not a priority,

but ammunition stowage and
accessibility was. The two
most significant identifying
characteristics of the M2
are the lack of a ‘back door’
for ease of troop entry and
departure and the two large
stowage compartments
located on either side of the
vehicle. The lower shelves

e two compartments

accessible from large

hinged doors on the side of

A White 160A six cylinder
engine powered the M2/M2A1
half-track. Maximum speed of
the M2/M2A1 was 45mph on
the road.

This close-up of the track driving
sprocket reveals that the track was
not just a “rubber” band, but rather,
had a central rib of track guide
plates that would be worn to bright
metal when used or quickly rust due
to inactivity.

the vehicle just behind the
cab doors. Later half-tracks
(such as the M3 and M3A1)
did not have these doors.

In August 1942, the
Chief of Ordnance further
enhanced the role of M2-
borne recon troops h_\'
directing that mine racks
be added to each side of th

; en fully loaded, these

irried twelve M1A1
anti-tank mines. A work




The driver’'s side rear step
protected the tail light and the
trailer electrical receptacle.
Notice the pintle to the right
which enabled the M2/M2A1
to be used as an artillery
prime mover.
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The side-mounted doors on the
M2 and M2A1 accessed ammo
storage shelves. Though intended
for ammunition, a crew on
campaign would use this area to
stow any extra gear. Notice that
the doors hinge downward.

A hallmark of the M2 and M2A1 half-tracks is the lack of a rear
door and the presence of ‘steps’ on the rear. Either a water-
cooled M1917A1 or an air-cooled M19119A4 could be mounted
on the skate rail. Note that on this restored example, the skate
rail is missing around the driver and co-driver area. M2s were
originally equipped with a rail that encompassed the entire
interior of the crew and passenger area.

Rich Welsh's restored 1941-built Autocar
M2 bears the US flag and yellow markings
appropriate for the North African campaign.




TAMIYA 1:48 RUSSIAN KV-2 @ ITéM NO. 32538

KLIMENT VOROSHILOV’S

MOBILE BUNKER!

The Editor takes Tamiya’s new KV-2 and chops it up! Why? Read on...

miya’s 1:48 armour

kits are, without doubt,

superb productions,

but even the best
injection kits in the world
can always take a little extra
detail and with this range in
particular, it seems that the
Czech company ‘Hauler” have
wholeheartedly taken up the
challenge. With this in mind,
I set myself the task of using
as many of Hauler’s sets on
one of the latest 1:48 releases,
just to see how much the
addition of significant
quantities of metal (and some
resin) parts would improve
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the base model.

First, let’s take a look at
the kit in question, Tamiya’s
new 1:48 KV-2. The format
of a cast metal lower hull
with injection styrene upper
hull, running gear, turret
and tracks etc., is followed
here, although the front and
rear panels are clad with
injection parts so much of
the metal is hidden. The
KV-2 is a breeze to construct
- it’s simple anyway because
it's a WW2 Russian design
and is therefore not covered
with fussy detail such as a
Panzer IV, plus the parts

fit together with a level of
precision at which other
model manufacturers can
only gaze with envy. Tamiya
may not be pumping out kits
at the rate they did in the
past, but the engineering is
still the very best when the
kits do arrive.

The upper hull features
individual engine access
panels, but unfortunately
the domed engine access
hatch is moulded integrally
within the main door and
was to tricky to cut out
to allow the resin engine
insert to be viewed (another

Hauler item used in the
project). My decision to add a
transmission to the rear hull
so something could be seen
through the open circular
hatches was questionable,
because it involved the
removal of the metal upper
hull attachment post, as
well as a not inconsiderable
portion of plastic from the
upper hull itself. I had
already ground out the ‘tray’
under the engine hatches
for the resin engine set, and
the rest had to removed for
this manoeuvre. I pilfered
the major transmission



compon from Verlinden
Productions’ resin interior

set for the T: 1:48 T34,
and althoug

the same as that of the KV
series, it would suffice when
seen through the hatch in
the dark transmission bay. I
must thank Steve

Neil Stokes for their

on this aspect of the model.

BRING ON THE BRASS

I built up the Haul:

it's not exactly

KV-2 contains engine grilles
and their frames, rear hot air
deflector, crew hatch locking
mechanisms, driver’s visor
hinges, headlight and horn
brackets, stowage item clips
and of course the distinctive
arched log saw seen on most
Red Army tanks. Also in this
set is a set of track guard
brackets, but if you have
bought the separate track
guard set, these will not be




EW [ UPRETAILNG FEA
TAMIYA 1:48 RUSSIAN KV-2 @ ITEM NO. 32538
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TAMIYA 1:35 KING TIGER PRODUCTION TURRET @ KIT NO.35164
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RIDGE TOO FAR

Robert Doepp brings us another stunning piece of military modelling in the
form of his Tiger Il, Ausf. B of the sPzAbt. 503/Feldherrnhalle, Hungary, spring 1945.

en Aztec artists
in Pre-Columbian
Mexico worked on
a sculpture they
did not care if their work
would ever be visible once it
was finished. So they even
sculptured the base on which
it would stand. Building the
King Tiger I more than once
felt like one of those Aztec
artists....

ORIGINAL

With this diorama for the
first time I tried to represent
a particular tank. I chose
tank 234 of the sPzAbt. 503
of which Culver/Feist are
showing two images taken

in Budapest (pp39/79),

when it was still in a

perfect condition. Maybe it
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survived the fierce battles
of the winter and took

part in the actions of the
sPzAbt. (by then named
‘Feldherrnhalle’) in Hungary
in the spring of 1945. This
unlikely but not impossible
‘history’ of tank 234 would
have caused extensive wear
- plenty of maintenance,
transport on railroads,
reloading of ammunition,
carrying infantry, the crew
climbing the tank with the
forbidden but nonetheless
popular nailed boots, ete.,
so plenty of opportunity for
weathering techniques!

CONSTRUCTION

In the beginning I had the
idea for a diorama featuring
the King Tiger with open

hatches. So I planned to
rebuild some of the interior’s
visible parts. Gradually, my
plans changed to what you
can now see in the pictures!
At first I brought the
armour plates to adequate
thickness with plastic card
and eliminated the step in
the turret’s base plate. This
caused some trouble as of
course both the Tamiya and
the Verlinden kit are not
meant for this improvement,
and therefore the gun
mount had to be completely
built from scratch, and I
had to do it twice before it
fitted perfectly. Details of
the further improvements
I made are shown in the
photos.

To simplify the painting

many parts were kept
removable. Thus the main
gun, the transmission, drive
shafts, brake units, drivers
seat, the ammunition racks
in the hulls panniers, the
engine, and even the firewall
were only test-fitted and
glued in place after painting.
For super-detailing of the
exterior | used photo-etched
set from Aber. Unfortunately
many of them are too thin,
so they were partly replaced
with new ones made from
plastic strips (e.g. the
brackets for barrel cleaning
rods, the jack, and the
towing cables) or thickened
by gluing them onto plastic
cards (e.g. the lifting hooks
on the engine deck and the
transmission deck, and the ©




Y

Plastic card was the material of choice when it came to the creation of the interior. The step between the main turret and the rear overhang was eliminated,
and the inner walls were clad with card to increase the thickness to the correct level. The resin gun from VP's set can be seen amidst the white plastic.







A fair amount of extra work has been carried out % The zimmerit coating on the glacis plate appears At the rear of the KT, we see more small but
on the rear deck, including engine screens, tool  quite chipped and flaked. Note the power cable important refinements such as tool clamps and
clamps and other fittings. running to the Bosch headlight, plus tool clamps. additions to the exhaust system.

-

The various materials used in forming the
‘scatter’ on the diorama can be observed in
this shot.

The tank is seen here during a ‘test fitting’ on the The bridge now sits within the groundwork, or rather
bridge to ensure it fits, and sits naturally. the structures that will support the groundwork.

By carefully planning
the construction
sequence, the author
was able to remove
the bridge from the
” JE— base and paint it S
. separately. Paint and weathering tie all the
together. The grey slot is for the bridge.
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I used a mixture of Mig
Productions ‘Europe Dust’
and ‘Oxide Brown’ artist
pigments to get a darker
shade of mud. This gave
the opportunity to add a
light and shadow effect by
concentrating the following
layers of lighter pigment-
mixtures on raised areas.

DIORAMA

With the King Tiger, the
Germans paid a high

price for their attempt at
invulnerability as the tank’s
weight increased to more
than 70 tons, which also
decreased its mechanical
reliability to a hardly
acceptable level. That is why
a diorama featuring this
machine might show two of
its main characteristics - the
extremely heavy weight and
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the lack of reliability. Both
I tried to take up with a
scene showing this powerful
tank broken through a
minor bridge with the crew
repairing some technical
failure caused by trying to
escape from this trap.

I started with building a
rough construction of the
river bed from balsa wood.
As I wanted to keep the
bridge removable as long as
possible I chose to construct
it from balsa wood and
plastic card. These materials
offer the possibility to reach
a tight fit between base and
bridge.

I constructed the bridge
starting with a simple
balsa wood plate, on which
I could place the raw tank,
up to the finished lower
end. The stone surface was

textured with ball shaped
drill bits of varying size.
The roughcast was finished
with a thin layer of plaster
dabbed on with a flat brush.
The parapets were made of
plastic strips and rod and
brass buttons served for the
lion heads and emblems on
the piers.

After that I built up the
terrain around the bridge
forming slots with balsa
wood. Once the shape of the
bridge was finished its lower
end was greased and pressed
into the prepared slots on
the base. Now a layer of
plaster was applied to the
base and the broken pier,
and the rubble of the bridge
and natural stones were
fixed with white glue when
the plaster was still wet
enough to allow everything

to sink slightly into the
ground . When the bridge
was carefully removed just
before the plaster turned dry
its perfectly fitting imprint
stayed on the base.

By this procedure I got
two units, bridge and base,
that could be finished
separately. Through the
preparation only very little
reworking was necessary
once the bridge was glued
into place.

The river bed was sealed
with numerous layers of
Tamiya X22 Clear, applied
with a syringe to fill every
little gap and so minimize
the danger of bubbles. I
used AXSON C180 clear
resin which can be
applied in layers up to
60mm and provides
a totally clear ©




The figures are well posed and are focused on the task at hand - repairing
the engine. Note the subtle shading and highlighting on the clothing.

In der Zalle
sPzAbt. 503/.Feldherrnhalle”.

& Ungarn. Frihjahr 1945\.}

P T v &
oy i b . it g

¥ A & o e il -
The white objects on the ground in this view are the Tiger's engine air
filters. The open toolboxes look highly realistic.
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Q appearance after about three
days of drying. To finish the
water’s surface, I poured a
final layer of Tamiya Clear
tinted with a few drops of
XF64 Red Brown and XF26
Deep Green. As the resin
had shrunk slightly through
the drying process, the clear
varnish accumulated in the
middle of the water’s surface
providing a stunningly
realistic impression of
depth. Balsa wood strips,
dead branches, and silver
birch seeds were simply
applied to the clear varnish
before drying, no gluing was
necessary.

CONCLUSION

Of course my situation is
not comparable to that

of an Aztec artist in Pre-
Columbian America at all -
besides the fact that I would
not call myself an artist, the
Aztecs did not care about
the visibility of their work
because they had no sense of
individuality. In contrast to
that I enjoyed modelling the
King Tiger as an 1nd1V1dual
‘|I||1'1w;:-"‘-:‘ T enjoy

looking at 1t individually! @

Sets:

References:

MODELSPEC «nG TIGeER PRODUCTION TURRET DIORAMA

Tamiya; German King Tiger Production Turret (35164), German Tank Engine
Maintenance Crew Set (35180), German Kubelwagen ne Maintenance Set
(35220), German Infantry Equipment Set A Early/Mid WWII (35204).

Friulmodel tracks; Tiger Il / Hunting Tiger tracks (ATL-16).

Aber PE; King Tiger (35 040), Sturmtiger Part 2, Interior (35 047), German
Soldiers Gear (35 A35), Side Skirts for King Tiger (35 A40), Front and Back
Fenders for Tiger Il and Jagdtiger (35 A42), Bottom Plates to German 88 & 75
mm Ammo (35 A48), Handtools (35 A68), German Jerry Can Set for Tamiya Set
No.186 (35 A70), Real Metal Towing Cables (TC 02ZL).

Dragon; Achtung-Jabo! Panzer Crew (6191)

Hornet; Hands (01), Hands (03), 5 Heads Wearing Various German Sidecaps (HGH
05), Heads with WW2 German Mountain Troops Cap (HGH 10).

Modelkasten; German Wingnuts (MK A4)

Royal Model; German Tanker Headphones (217).

Verlinden; King Engine Compartment (1045), Tiger Crew Engine Repair
(1096), 88mm Shells and Cartridge Cases (1101), Tiger Tank Crew at Rest (1192),
Tiger Crewmen Relaxing (1352), Red Bricks (1447), King Tiger Interior (1792).
Warriors; German Head Set (11), German Head Set

Achtung Panzer, No. 6, Panzerkampfwagen Tiger, o.O. 1999, (Mitsuru Bitoh)

Sumr? Panzer, Konigstiger; Jagdtiger; Elefant, Bellingham 1998, (Bruce Culver,
eist)

Panzerkampfwagen Tiger, (Wolfgang Fleischer, Horst Scheibert)

Tiger Tanks, Osceola 1995, (OJ Utting, Michael Green)

Groundpower No.094, 3/2002 (History of the King Tiger Battalion), Tokyo 2002,

Groundpower No.095. 4/2002 (Tiger Il Illustrated), Tokyo 2002,

Germany’s Tiger Tanks VK 45.02 to Tiger II: Design, & Modifications,

Atglen 1997, (Thomas L Jentz, Hilary L Doyle)

Tiger. Die Geschichte einer legendaren Waffe 1942-1945, 6. Aufl., Stuttgart 1993,

(Egon Kleine, Volkmar Kiihn)

Panzers at Saumur, No.1, Tokyo 1993

Tiger im Kampf, Bd.l , Winnipeg 2000 (Wolfgang Schneider)

Der Panzer- Kampfwngen Tiger und seine Abarten, 6. Aufl., Stuttgart 1998.

(Walter J. Spielberger, Hilary L Doyle)
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Book Reviews

GOT A NEW BOOK? IF YOU ARE A PUBLISHER WITH A NEW MODELLING RELATED TITLE TO PUBLICISE, WHY NOT SEND IN A COPY FOR REVIEW HERE?

e
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©® RUCKMARSCH THEN AND NOW, THE GERMAN RETREAT FROM NORMANDY m 0
JEAN PAUL PALLUD = AFTER THE BATTLE = ISBN 1-870067-57-6 = www.afterthebattle.com wwwmororbooks co.uk

For many years (since 1973 in fact), London and now Essex based
publisher ‘After The Battle' have been producing their unique quarterly
magazine that visits well known, and some not so well known
battlegrounds of the Second World War and shows us how they look
today, in many instances providing exact comparison photographs, taken
on the precise spot where the original wartime image was captured. It's

a fascinating way to study these historic and highly evocative locations,
and it's hard not to find the experience quite moving. Viewed in isolation,
many, if not all of the places presented in the modern images appear at
first rather ordinary - a road junction, the pavement outside a cafe, a group
of trees, an alleyway, but when you refer back to the equivalent wartime
photo of the same spot, with a destroyed vehicle, a bloated horse or a
dead soldier in the foreground, what felt like events that took place long
ago come sharply into focus, and seem all too real. It's an excellent way
to nurture an appreciation of 20th Century history, and for the modeller, a
terrific source of those two bedfellows so often mentioned in TMMI's Book
Reviews pages, inspiration and reference

As well as the quarterly magazine, ATB also publish a series of hardback
books with the suffix ... Then and Now'. With these, a particularly
significant campaign location is chosen and treated to an especially
thorough examination with both camera and text, the corollary being a very
detailed, personal account of the locale, and one that is so absorbing, is
hard to put down

The latest in this series entitled ‘RUckmarsch, The German Retreat from
Normandy, Then and Now’', follows the massive withdrawal of German
forces from the western coastal regions of Haute and Basse Normandie
in the weeks and months following the Allied landings on June 6th. With
covers this book runs to_384 naqpn makm’! an impressive tome and
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up fierce opposition in the winter of ‘44 and into the spring of '45. We
begin with the final counter attacks by Wehrmacht and SS units in the
west, or the battle of the hedgerows as this period is known. Here we are
treated to some well known and some less familiar images showing the
aftermath of fighting, and some splendid photographs of late-war uniforms
and equipment, plus heavily foliage-camouflaged Panzer IVs, Panthers
and support vehicles. Of course the centrepiece of the action would

be the Falaise Pocket, the name given to the salient of German forces
concentrated south of Caen and centred on the medieval town of Falaise
The whole episode is explained very clearly with maps showing the
fronts on specific dates, and how these rapidly collapsed under pressure
from the Second British Army, and First Canadian Army from the north,
and First and Third US Armies from the south. The kriegsberichter (war
reporter) photographs from this section show the lines of strafed and
bombed vehicles that have become synonymous with this phase of the
campaign, as well as some occasional graphic reminders of the effect

of high explosive on the human body, however we are thankfully spared
the very worst of these - the concept ‘less is more' works well here, the
imagination does the rest.

We move on to an equally engaging, but until now, less well documented
chapter of the rush eastwards, the crossing of the Seine. For modellers
who like to incorporate the interface between water and land within

their dioramas, there's plenty of inspiration here, with ersatz rafts,
Schwimmwagens, ferries, barges, jetties and loading ramps all in
evidence. Skipping through to the final section, the move from the Seine
to the Westwall, we find a range of amazing images showing German
armoured columns passing through towns and villages, appearing more
to be dusty and exhausted than in a state of panic. As before, some
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Book Reviews

GOT A NEW BOOK? IF YOU ARE A PUBLISHER WITH A NEW MODELLING RELATED TITLE TO PUBLICISE, WHY NOT SEND IN A COPY FOR REVIEW HERE?

® PANZERWRECKS 3, GERMAN ARMOUR 1944-45 ® FAQ FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT

LEE ARCHER AND WILLIAM AUERBACH : PAINTING FIGURE TECHNIQUES

ISBN nfa * www.panzerwrecks.com i THE ANDREA MINIATURES TEAM, ANDREA PRESS
Panzerwrecks 3 has arrived, and as with the two previous editions, we : ISBN 84-96527-91-3 » www.historex-agents.com
are treated to one hundred pages of simply mouth-watering modelling i £31.95 plus £3.95 UK postage

inaniration and diorama ideas. Authors Lee Archer and William Auerbach @ As we have



Armageddon Ost
The German Defeat on the
Eastern Front 1944-5

® ARMAGEDDON 0ST,
THE GERMAN DEFEAT ON THE EASTERN FRONT 1944-45

NIK CORNISH, IAN ALLAN PUBLISHING

ISBN 0-7110-3036-7 = www.ianallanpublishing.com

The death throws of the Third Reich are a constant source of fascination
to modellers and 20th Century historians alike, so this recent publication
from lan Allan is certain to spark interest. In ‘Armageddon Ost', we follow
the progress of the Red Army from Russia through the tattered countries
that lay between it and Germany, and on to the final push into Berlin. The
book uses many previously unpublished images from Russian archive
sources to show the devastation that followed in the wake of the assault,
and it makes gruelling but fascinating reading. For the modeller, we have
some splendid images that will get the diorama building urges stoked
up, from simple vignettes of snipers in broken buildings, to full-blown
mega dioramas of city centres and columns of tanks. Images that stand
out are the superb portrait of a Russian woman armourer, arming an -2
Stormovik with 20mm ammunition, a great study of an SU-76 with troops
riding on the hull moving through a burnt out street, and a particularly
clean shot of Soviet troops loading rockets onto a Katyusha launcher

As would only be appropriate for the subject matter of this book, there
are images of death amongst the street scenes and tanks, the strongest
being the ghastly shot of Josef Goebbels’ charred remains and the bod-
ies of his wife and children, so if you're of a sensitive nature, this book
needs to be treated with caution.

: @ STRIKE AND RETURN,
: AMERICAN AIR POWER AND THE FIGHT FOR IWO JIMA

: CORY GRAFF, SPECIALITY PRESS

i ISBN 1-58007-092-2 » www.ianallanpublishing.com

i The US Marines assault on the beaches Iwo Jima is now the stuff of

i legend, but it's worth considering the massive aerial campaign that took

i place as well, using a wide variety of aircraft types. The P-51 Mustang,

i TBM Avenger, P-47 Thunderbolt, F6F Hellcat, B-24 Liberator, P-38

i Lightning and of course the B-29 Superfortress all took part, as well as

i other machines, and this new title from Speciality Press takes look at the
i roles they played. Within the 160 hardbacked pages we have a good bal-
i ance of images versus text, with a wide variety of shots being included.

i Views from the beaches with the terrible conditions experienced there

i contrast with photographs taken on the carrier decks, which appear

¢ to be nearly as hazardous given the amount of aviation accidents on

¢ show. There are some splendid photographic studies of both men and

i machines, and the only criticism is that they could have been reproduced
i at a larger size to properly show them off. It's hard to say whether this is a
i book for aircraft or military modellers because there's a bit of both inside,
i but whatever your modelling taste, this is sure to inspire and educate

¢ Stand out images include brand new P-47Ns jammed onto the deck of

i USS Casablanca, rare shots of a US R-4 Hoverfly helicopter, a superb

: study of ground crew re-arming a P-61 Black Widow, and a small but

i interesting selection of original colour images

Import, Distribution & Service

Exclusive importer and distributor for
Qo‘\,ur"a“ w"'ela,,,o model kits, model trains & hobby supplies.
& %, Distribution network with specialized

=%

Import ¢ Distributie » Service

* ok

TAMIYA

dealers, hobby & toy shops. AR

Marketing & promotion. UDRAGDN}

Customer service.
Website: www.rez.nl

f ——
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P

REZ » P.0. box 7 » 1560 AA Krommenie * The Netherlands
Phone +31 (0)75-6283154 » Fax +31 (0)75-6281558 » www.rez.nl
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; A loctlon the latest full in pll. In. metal and mon! .
What’s in the box?

ACETATE DIALS,
METAL CHAIN,

RENAULT

T1I2thSCALE

CAST CERAMIC (PLASTER),
MACHINED METAL ALLOY,

CAST METAL ALLOY,
METAL ROD,

METAL WIRE,

b pgt e MELIN
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TAMIYA, JAPAN

RENAULT RE-20 TURBO

Scale; 1:12 = Materials; CP, IM,WS, SVT, PE « Kit No. 12033

Large scale Formula One models just don't appear from mainstream
plastic model companies anymore. They are still about in resin form
but the days when Tamiya were firing out their 1:12 kits seem long
gone. This makes the re-release of this Renault RE-20 all the more
appealing. Coming in at seven large sprues of yellow, black and grey
plastic plus the two large chassis mouldings, the detail included still
stands up extremely well today against modern toolings. Tamiya have
also enhanced the kit over the ‘80s release by including a sheet of

add radiator faces and brake discs further adding to the package.

VERDICT; Formula One was a lot more innovative and interesting

in the eighties and the Renault is one of the mcg=FImportantjcars
from the era — the introduced turbocharging which went on
to change the face of F1.This kit builds into a nice model and as per
usual there is a lot to do with a 1:12 model, detail is great and you
know that even though the kit is a re-release of an ‘80s product, it

will still go together with ease. JW

R Ty

L’ARSENAL, FRANCE

HMS COLOSSUS AIRCRAFT CARRIER

Scale 1:700 * Materials; R, WS, PE + Kit No. 70007

This latest release from L'Arsenal is the British Royal Navy's light
fleet carrier HMS Colossus which entered service with the Fleet

in December 1944 and served until sold to the French Navy in
1946.The quality of the resin castings is superb not to mention the
photo-etch sheet. Also included are ten F4U Corsair fighter aircraft.
Colossus’s airwing was F4U Corsairs and Baracudas but for some
reason only the Corsairs are present, however the Baracudas could
be sourced from White Ensign Models range of 1:700 aircraft. From
this kit you could build any of the other seven ships in this class
which saw extensive service off the coast of Korea supporting UN
forces. The additional aircraft would have to be sourced from WEM.
VERDICT; Overhaul an excellent model of a Royal Naval aircraft
carrier, let's hope some of the other classes of carrier may be
produced. Excellent, can't wait to get started! IR
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CHROMED PARTS,
I: METAL TUBING,

: TRUMPETER, CHINA
. FAIREY GANNET AS MK1/4
* Scale 1:72 * Materials; IM,WS « Kit No.01629
- It seems to be true that ugly subjects make good subjects for model
: kits, and with the AH64 Apache helicopter and the Char B1 bis

- tank, this is certainly the case. The same could be said of the Fairey
: Gannet - ‘endearingly charismatic’ would be a kind way to describe
- it, however ‘ugly as a box of frogs’ would perhaps be more realistic.
: Whatever your opinion, it's a classic piece of Fleet Air Arm aviation
- and with the release of Trumpeter’s new kit, modellers now have

+ access to a nicely detailed but reasonably straightforward model of
photo etch which while not by any means super-detailing the kit, does :
: and secondary cockpit tubs, lengthways-split fuselage, and wings in

- upper/lower halves fixing onto stub-spars. The cockpit is a little light

CLEAR PLASTIC SHEET,
f; NYLON MESH,

DRY TRANSFER (DECALS),
PHOTO ETCH, PRE-CUT MASKS, A: RESIN,

the plane.The parts break down of the kit is conventional, with main

: on detall, and those wishing to make the most ot their Gannet may
+ wish to wait until one of the aftermarket producers issues some
photo-etch, or perhaps even a full resin interior.

VERDICT; The airframe is very nicely executed though, and with
the large flaps deployed, it'll look very business like. A very appealing
production of an aircraft only a mother could love! MN

R Y

TRISTAR,

PANZER IV AUSF. D TAUCH
Scale 1:35 * Materials; IM, PE,WS « Kit No.023

The ‘tauchpanzers’ were specially adapted tanks designed for full-
submersion fording and featured sealed on the engine intakes, exhaust
and other hull apertures. The original reason for their creation was
for the planned invasion of the Britain known as ‘Operation Sealion’
and could drive underwater at a depth of up to fifteen metres until
the beach was reached, but once this plan had been abandoned, the
vehicles were modified for river crossing usage. Tristar's new kit of
the Panzer IV ausf.D/Tauch is of course based extensively on their
previous PzlV kits, and extremely good it is too. The kit box is heavy
and very full of sprues, and the new components to convert the

: tank into the submersible version are all provided - just follow the
instructions!

VERDICT; This is not a kit for someone who wishes for a quick
result as there are many parts, but the detail is outstanding and
unusual variant presents some interesting diorama ideas. MN

C R Y
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*Please turn to page 60 for contact T —
details of products featured here l ev. ews

IR; lan Ruscoe
BRIC, IM; INJECTION MOULDED (PLASTIC), ITL; INDIVIDUAL TRACK LINKS, LCC; LASER CUT CARD, LLT; LINK AND LENGTH TRACKS, jW; jon Winter
(OR TUBING), VF: VINYL FIGURES, VFP; VACUUM FORMED (PLASTIC), WC; WOVEN CORD, WS; WATERSLIDE (DECALS) MN:; Marcus Nicholls

ACE MODELS, ITALY

TYRRELL 011 1982 SAN MARINO GP

(+ADDITIONAL VERSIONS)

Scale; 1:20 = Materials; CMA, R, WS, SVT, PE * Kit No. 20005

Ken Tyrrell's Formula One team had seen much success in the past,
taking World Championship titles with Jackie Stewart. The eighties
and onwards were not quite so fruitful for the team and until their
absorption by BAR for their F1 entry, they were never to win
another World Championship. This makes ACE Models Tyrrell 011
from the 1982 season an unusual choice for a manufacturer to model
— most stick with the cars that have success of a cult following. This
kit is a full multimedia production. Based around a cast resin body
and chassis, most of the other components are cast white metal

with a sheet of brass photo etch to complete along with soft vinyl
tyres, some formed wire mesh intake covers and waterslide decals.
The quality of the casting on the body is fair, the proportions look
right but there is a fair amount of clean-up to be done and the resin VERDICT; An unusual choice of car from ACE Models, maybe down

is quite brittle — shown by the fact that part of the bodywork had to an ltalian kit manufacturer making a kit of an Italian driver’s car
detached itself during transit. The cast metal components look good, from the ltalian GP! Not one for multimedia kit beginners though,
and there are a lot of them, unusually a full engine is supplied and there looks to be a lot of work in there.The fitment of the body
the quality of the moulds for the castings incorporates a lot of detail.  parts looks to need some adjustment as well as the aforementioned
Decals are included for both Michele Alboreto and Brian Henton’s clean-up, certainly a lot to do for the more experience modeller in
cars from the San Marino race as well as liveries for the car from the this field. The built up images however look good on the full colour
South African and Brazil races too. instructions making the finished model more rewarding. JW

---------------------------------- L R R R R R
.
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TAMIYA, JAPAN

GERMAN KING TIGER ‘PORSCHE TURRET’

Scale 1:48 + Materials; IM, DCM,WS « Kit No.32539

With their second King Tiger release in 1:48, Tamiya have provided
us with the Porsche turreted version. This tank was basically the
same as the Henschel (or ‘Production’) version, but used the
distinctive rounded and slightly lower profile turret developed by
Porsche, before the Henschel design was officially adopted. Tamiya
have included a new sprue for the turret components, as well as
the elongated engine grilles associated with this version. The kit is
a neat little production with crisp detail in the familiar style, but it

AFV CLUB, TAIWAN
M40 155MM GUN MOTOR CARRIAGE ‘BIG SHOT’
Scale 1:35 « Materials; IM, SVT, PE,WS + Kit No.AF35031

AFV Club’s newly released kit of the US Army's M40 self propelled
howitzer is a presented in their usual style of multiple olive drab
styrene sprues carrying hundreds of parts, which will keep the
detail freak happy for many hours.With this level of extensive parts
breakdown, there’s a lot of clean-up required - just scraping off

the mould separation lines will take a while, but the pay-back in
complexity and authenticity will be well worth the effort. The HVSS

SesssssRssssRRsI IR IRRIRRIRRES

is disappointing to see moulded-on tools on the rear deck, which : suspension is provided part by part - we counted fifteen parts per
really are a retrograde step on these otherwise superb little models. : bogie, not including wheels. The result will fully articulated suspension
VERDICT; With few detail enhancements by the modeller, such as : system, great for dioramas.The hull, interior and gun are equally

the replacement of the hatch handles with wire, and the addition of an  : complex and although this will not a be a quick kit to build, it will
etched set, this model will really come alive. MN . look splendid once complete. MN

PLUS MODEL, CZECH REPUBLIC

GERMAN LIGHT CAR KFZ.1 Scale 1:35 » Materials; R, PE « Kit No.208

Following quite soon after the release of the radio version, this kit represents the standard variant
of the Kfz.1, used for general duties such as the ferrying around of officers etc.The boxtop
photograph depicts the vehicle in Deutsches Afrika Korps service, finished in overall sand with
DAK symbols on the doors, but you can paint your model in overall panzer grey, white wash, plain
dark yellow or in a three colour camouflage and more, depending on which campaign you wish to
represent. As before, the detail in the resin parts is exquisite, a fact that only really manifests itself
once a layer of paint has been applied.

VERDICT; Although quite small, this is a complex and fully detailed kit that will require some time and |
patience to assemble, but the results will be worth the effort thanks to a very high level of detail. MN |
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WPLASTIC), ITL; INDIVIDUAL TRACK LINKS,

CRAZY MODELER, CHINA

LCC; LASER CUT CARD, LLT; LINK AND LENGTH TRACKS, MC; METAL CHAIN,

1:24 PHOTO-ETCH SUPER DETAIL SET FOR TAMIYA MERCEDES-BENZ SLR MCLAREN

Available from; www.hiroboy.com

In last months TMMI we had the full kit review of the new Tamiya
Mercedes-Benz SLR McLaren. Chinese photo-etch specialists Crazy
Modeler have been one of the first off the mark to offer a full
super detailing set for this kit and what a set it is too. What you
get in the package is five finely etched frets of photo-etch, a small
sheet of metal transfers, a small sheet of decals and a nicely printed
full colour instruction manual which also handily combines some
reference material.

Taking the photo-etch first, two of the frets are almost exclusively
made up of parts to make the brake discs. These are made in
sandwich layers each consisting of 15 parts! But don't think his set
just centres on the brake detail. Some of the finest mesh grilles we
have seen are also included for everywhere they are on the real
SLR, including the gill type air vents on top of the bonnet. Add in
wipers, dashboard detailing, further air vent details for the side, door
tread plates, seat belt hardware and badging amongst many other
parts, and that’s just the photo etched stuff. The metal transfers are
finely formed and there are a lot of these too. Cam cover markings,
McLaren and SLR badging and again, more dashboard parts such as

Not just Cars....

In addition to 1/43rd and larger scale multimedia car kits, little-cars now stock
HobbyBoss 1/48th armour, Eduard, Sweet and ARBA aircraft kits.

As well as our range of 100's of hard to find tools and accessories you just can't
do without. As well as little-cars own range of detailing wires meshes and foil.
Alclad II - shades r available NOW
emi Matt Aluminium : 117 Dull Aluminium
Gold Titanium : 119 Airframe Aluminium

Worldwide Mailorder
Uncle Jacks, Lavendon Road, Olney, Bucks, MK46 4HH United Kingdom

Credit/Debit cards accepted

email : info@little-cars.co.uk - phone : +44 (0)1234 711980

the chrome air vents can be finished and enhanced too. A measure

of how finely produced these metal transfers are is the Mercedes-
Benz transfers for the brake calipers.These measure in at less than
four millimetres long. The small waterslide decal sheet takes care of
number plates and some small badges and markings. It also includes

a decal for the high level rear brake light, something not noted in the
Tamiya kit. The number plate decals are designed to be used with

the included photo-etched plates and will give the corract embossed
finish to them for the German licence plates. Finally there is the
instruction manual. This not only shows you how to use the parts
included and their location but has 47 full-colour images of the SLR
including close-ups of many parts including the dashboard brakes and
engine bay.

Crazy Modeler really have pushed themselves to the front of the
queue on photo-etched accessories and sets for car an bike kits. VWhat
you get here not only represents an outstanding super detailing kit
but also fantastic value for money.

Check out the website listed above, we are sure you'll be surprised by
the price for such a comprehensive set.

Models For Sale Ltd
Unit 3 Dean Close Raunds, Northants.

m“ a s nrsa a-cnm NN9 68D, UK Tel: 01933 622654

New, Discontinued and Secondhand Plastic Model Kits,
, Military Books and Accessories. Vallejo, Tamiya and Revell Paints.

,gﬁﬂ l

Online Secure
Ordering

Frequently Changing
Stock

Online Customer
Loyalty Discounts
Always Over 7000
Items In Stock

Sy
Woos
i sale@modelsforsale.com
Live Stock Levels / No Backorders / We G‘n!y List What We Have in Srack

s ORAGON | UdlMI
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New Releases

The latest photo-etched sets, resin parts, figures and accessories to enhance your scale models...

What’s in the box?
AD; ACETATE DIALS, CC; CAST CERAMIC (PLASTER), CMA; CAST METAL ALLOY, CP; CHROMED PARTS, DT; DRY TRANSFER (DECALS), EPS; EXTRUDED PLASTIC SECTION, F; FABRIC, IM; INJECTION MOUE!
MMA; MACHINED METAL ALLOY, MW; METAL WIRE, MT; METAL TUBING, NM; NYLON MESH, PE; PHOTO ETCH, PCM; PRE-CUT MASKS, R; RESIN, SVT; SOFT VINYL TYRES (OR TUBING), SVF; SOFT VINYUG

MONROE PERDU, USA
EUROPEAN WINDMILL (MPD043)
www.monroeperdu.com

This is MP’s latest diorama accessory, and it
must rate as one of their most atmospheric
creations to date. It depicts a small European
windmill of the type found in St Malo, France
(a quick Google search confirms this),
although as it is devoid of region-specific
ornamentation, it could be used for other
areas of Europe. The tower is a stout resin
casting, with a separately cast tiled roof in
solid resin. Both castings are exquisitely
detailed and textured, and will be seriously
enjoyable to paint and weather.

The sails, capstan wheel, stage and other
detail parts are formed form laser-cut card
which is an unusual material, but it works
extremely well in this application and is
very pleasant to work with - it even smells
nice! A beautifully made model product with
excellent instructions.

B T T Ty

ACU.STION, JAPAN



20 (PLASTIC), ITL; INDIVIDUAL TRACK LINKS, LCC; LASER CUT CARD, LLT; LINK AND LENGTH TRACKS, MC: METAL CHAIN,
SGURES, VF; VACUUM FORMED (PLASTIC), WC; WOVEN CORD, WS; WATERSLIDE (DECALS)

NEOMEGA, RUSSIA
www.neomega-resin.com

1:48 resin cockpit for Italeri Mirage 11l (C60),
Italeri MiG-23 Flogger (C67),

Italeri Mirage F1 CF/CR (C63),

Airfix EE Lightning T6 (C31)

Superb quality resin detailing for popular aircraft kits.

PLUS MODEL, CZECH REPUBLIC
www.plusmodel.cz

www.creativemodels.co.uk

1:35 diorama accessories

City Lamp, resin PE (210)

Wooden Boxes laser cut wood veneer (260, 261)

The global mail order specialists with
over 30 years experience

WE ARE MOVING!
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We will close in St Albans on
December 22nd and reopen
in Banbury on January 2nd

visit our online shop with more than

19,000 items from over 250
manufacturers!

Grand Prix Models
4 Thorpe Close, Thorpe Way
Banbury, Oxon, OX16 4SW.
Telephone UK 01295 278070 Fax 01295 278072
from outside UK +44 1295 278070
Fax +44 1295 278072
mail@grandprixmodels.com



WRITE TO: Postbag.TMMI, ADH Publishing, Doolittle Mill, Doolittle Lane, Totternhoe,
Bedfordshire, LU6 1QX

Great Britain EmAIL: ModMagint@aol.com

YOU'VE BEEN FRAMED
| wondered if there is someone
there who can help me out

with a problem | have been
plagued with since | was a lad.
Over the years, dependant on
interest, | have been buying and
making various plastic kits of
varying scale and type. | am not
anywhere near the level of the
people who's kits you show in
your excellent magazine, but
this time around | am trying to
sort out some basics which, if
not sorted, ruin all my efforts.
My problem is, how on earth
does one manage to paint the
bars on aircraft canopies? | find
it impossible to do this freehand,
so to speak, with just a small
brush and black paint.
The paint goes everywhere!
Surely there must be a
other then this? The ones |
see completed in your mag
are perfect - how do the
constructors manage to get such
realistic results? If you can help, |
will be eternally grateful.

Peter Ryder

Yia email

PAINTlNG AIRCRAFT

ies is one of those tasks
that challen modellers
ever since model aircraft
have existed, and even the
most experienced findita
tricky task.Almost without
exception, TMMI’s modellers
mask off the clear areas with
tape and airbrush the paint
onto the framing, often with
some or all of the canopy
fixed in place on the model

58 TMMI 136 February 2007

for consistency of finish.
The real keys to success are
to airbrush the paint on, and
to ensure that a good seal is
obtained along the edge of
the tape where it butts up
against the frame so as not
to allow paint to get under
the tape, spread via capillary
action and ruin the clear
areas. Some of the braver
modellers cover the whole
canopy with tape and cut
around the frame line with a
fresh scalpel blade - this is a
great way to f‘et a good seal
as the tip of the blade forces
the into close contact
with the plastic, and the line
that follows the fame is also
very accurate, but if you
slip, the canopy is instantly
ruined
A sal;er comp?i‘mise is to

e to the canopy,
?rfw at:gund the framﬂmth
a very sharp pencil, remove
the tape, flatten it onto a
cutting matt and trim along
the pencil line.
The panels can then be re-
agplied to the canopy, but
obviously there’s a margin
of error and it’s less precise
than the first, riskier option.
There are also commercial
products available that
consist of pre-cut masking
tape masks for specific kits
from companies such as
Eduard from the Czech
Republic. This company now
uses the same type of yellow
material that Tamiya use for
their maslung tape and they
are very good indeed, and
not too expensive. Try here
for further details;
http://lwww.eduard.cz
Look under ‘Products’ and
you'll see that there are a lot
of mask sets on offer.
One final tip - when you
have masked off the clear
sections of canopy and are

ready to paint, firstly spray

on a layer of the cockpit’s
Interi::e colour, becall:ge this
will remain visible on the
inner face of the framing and
will match the rest of the
interior. After the im:erior
colour. agrl'y a thin laye

ack which will
increase the opacity of the
frame, then ﬁnaliy apply the
aircraft’s exterior camouflage
colour.
With a little practice the
results can be impressive!!.

FLOAT YOUR BOAT

Firstly keep up the amazing work
you are all doing at TMMI, the
magazine is excellent. My question
is, are there any companies that

produce 1:35 scale PT boat? This
is a subject that intrigues me and
would be a nice change from
German armour circa World War
2 (not that there's anything wrong
with them, but every one needs a
change every now and then!). I'm
well aware that Revell produce
three of PT boat from
World War 2, but these models
are in 1:72 scale NOT 1:35 scale.
It seems a shame that this subject
matter does not get that much
main stream attention as it has a
very colourful background (such
as John F Kennedy commanding

a boat during the war). Any

help/advice would be gratefully
received.
John Evans
Via email

ITALERI HAVE CREATED

a US Navy Elco 80’ Tor'ge
Boat PT-596 (Item No.5602),
that should just be out on
release. It’s a big model,

measuring nearly seventy
centimetres in length, and
should be impressive once
built! Check your hobby
store for details - to be
reviewed in TMMI as soon as
possible! Ed.

POINTING THE FINGER AT...
Great Mag! In issue 130, the
article ‘Heavy Schlepping’ pa%e
42, the picture on the top le
corner, is that a fingerprint on
the top of the bonnet near the
front, just to the left of centre?
This model is very well done,

| like the flak gun/truck/railcar

combo.
David R,
Brisbane Australia

WE'VE LOOKED VERY
closely at the shot but

we can’t see a fingerprint

- and we're sure tieat Phil
Stutcinskas would not have
submitted the model for
phot with a mark on
it, however that’s not to say
that you haven’t identified
one! We’ll keep looking,

rEr:lagnlfying glasses at hand...

WRITING AT LENGTH

| am writing in response to
‘Observations’ by Mark Turner in
Issue 132. He states that ltaleri
have in some way cheated the
public with their new C-130)
model. | haven't seen the kit, but
| have seen many real C-130)
aircraft. | am in the US Air Force
currently attending school at
Keesler AFB in Mississippi, and

RECOMMENDED READING

E BABY! HAIL AND uumu. 'I'O 'I'I'IE Ul NAW F-14 TOMCAT.

ERIK I'III.D!BRAND'I' * ISBN

My choice this month is a new title called

ishing.com « £27.99

Anyﬁmeﬁaby' andwid'ladl:lellkedm.couldonlybeabout

Tomcats couldn't it? With the final F-14s now retired from service, there has been a marked increase in the

There is literally page upon page of

amount of published books on the subject, and this is one of the best to date. Presented as a landscape format
hardback of 108 pages, it's what might be called a ‘coffee-table’ book, and with the with the quality of
images in this production you'll want to have a flick through every time you sit down for cappuccino.
beautiful photographs of the F-14 in many scenarios - air-to-
air mostly, but with some dramatic and stunning views on the carrier deck, from within the RIO’s
cockpit looking over the pilot’s shoulder, as well as nice images of crews and families. The pictures
of Tomcats being cut up at in the ‘SARDIP’ (Stricken Aircraft Reclamation and Disposal Program),
are sad but fascinating in equal measure. If you are interested in the US Navy Tomcat, this book
will provide hours of pleasure, and is a fitting tribute to this much loved aircraft.







Tne iast word...

Ed’s taking a break this issue - so TMMI's automotive editor Jon Winter steps in...

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!

Jon Winter brings us his thoughts on the Tamiya kits of old...

hirty years is a long time,
only three years shorter
than | have lived. When |
was three | was cunningly
mastering the ways of going to the
toilet unaided a=d injuring myself
in many an interesting manner,
probably much to the mirth of my
parents. Tamiya however were a
lot busier than this... They were
busily laying the groundwork for
the radio control car market and
racing scene that it so popular
around the world today.
Pioneering is the word that
springs to mind. The Porsche
934 was the kit that started it all.
Cutting edge for its time, it was
one of the first RC cars designed
and conceived as a model with
function being as bigger part
as form. An aluminium chassis
structured the chassis, an electric
motor converted the power from
its batteries into motion via rubber
tyres and it was to use radio
equipment from a third party
manufacturer of your choice,
although here in the UK this was
normally from Acoms. Looking
back now the technology seems
very basic, as | say - a lot has
changed in thirty years, but some
of it has gone full circle...
Tamiya are almost wholly
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responsible for most of the electric
classes that race today, certainly
the most popular ones. Off-road
racing had its seed sown by
Tamiya with their Rough Rider

and Sand Scorcher. Featuring

full suspension modelled on the
desert racers from the USA at

the time most of which used VW
Beetle derived suspension, you
got a 1:10 scale replica of this,
again using metal for most

of the suspension parts -
and a FRP chassis. e

30
ANNIVER

way possible by winning the
World Championships courtesy
of Thailand driver Surikarn
Chaidajsuriya. A flash in the pan,
No.2004 saw the World Champs
held in Florida and Germany's
Marc Rheinard took the win driving
Tamiya's cutting top of the line
racing chassis, the TRF415MS.
Has it gone full circle. Well
almost! Tamiya's first RC battery
pack was a six volt pack

e that had a nominal
L, capacity (which gives

Power had gone up \ the running time of
though. Tamiya had ) SINCE %\ the car) of around
produced a 6 volt Y 1976 1200mAh. Now the
rechargeable battery, / 43 racing fraternity

then a 7.2 volt pack \: '1"" have 7.2 volt packs
to power the cars. 7.2 f oM 54‘4’ with over 4200mAh
volt battery packs then T - in the same sized

went on to become the
industry standard for electric
RC racing all over the world.

One of the most recent
phenomena in recent years has
been electric touring car racing.
Guess who started it...? Tamiya,
with the release of their scale
proportioned Nissan Skyline.
Whilst they sat back and released
countless scale touring cars for
the general RC market, they shied
away from racing until 2002 when
they hit the track in the biggest

JANLANT- KRE;

batteries. Such is the
power produced by these
that the European governing body
for RC racing has just mandated a
change to 6 volt batteries for future
sanctioned events. Touring car
racing also started on foam tyres,
however guess what they have run
in recent years. Yep, rubber tyres,
just like the original 934, although
the technology has advanced
hugely in this area since then.
To celebrate Tamiya's thirtieth
anniversary in the RC car arena,

they have released a special
limited production kit, fittingly
enough a Porsche 934. Whereas
thirty years ago their 934 was the
height of technology in this field,
this thirtieth Anniversary kit is
today. Aluminium is still used for
many of the machined parts on the
car such as the bulkheads while
carbon fibre is now the material

of choice for the chassis. It is

a limited production kit and we
very much doubt that many will
ever hit the track, but one thing
remains, the 934 bodyshell atop
the chassis. The original car came
with an injection moulded shell but
thirty years later, polycarbonate

is used. No surprise really seeing
as Tamiya are leaders in the field
of accurate bodyshell production
using this. material.

So a lot has changed in thirty
years although some seems to
have gone back to the idea’s
Tamiya had in the early days.

I'm sure those at the company
that have been responsible for
working on their RC projects can
look back with fond memories
not just at the products they have
put on the market, but the market
that they were the principal
innovator and the leader. Here's
to the next thirty years! @




W KID ON THE BLOCK
1/12 REPSOL Honda RC211V '06 oo

1, pror ng rookie Daniel Pedrosa toc / D come
and-coming y REPSOL
- 5 as a 1/12
scale assembly kit. Ey / unique feature of this bike, including the p erful 990cc V5 engine,
triple exhaust m, and suspension setup has been precisely reproduced. Tamiy dedication

to detail also extends to the bike's cowlings, fuel tank cover, and windscreen, which were al

tailor-made for Pedrosa, and the authentic team live exquisitely depicted 1f decals.

a delighttu
Furthermore, these particular models

sary editions featuring commemorative color s
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