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B-2A Stealth Bomber
Invisibie, Untouchablie, Formidable

The U.S. B-2A stealth subsonic flying wing (no stealthy, each of its twin bays is capable of carrying
fuselage or tail) is capable of carrying thermonuclear the 30,000-pound GBU-57, the “Bunker Buster.”
and conventional weapons. And is perhaps the only Stealth technology and massive payload ... a potent
stealth bomber capable of carrying large air-to- deterrent.

ground stand-off weapons. This exceptional kit features ® Detailed cockpit with

Among other advanced design features are new two pilot seats ® Boarding ladder ® Landing gear
materials and radar absorbing paint helping can be built deployed or in-flight mode ¢ Bomb bay
to reduce acoustic, infrared, visual and radar doors can be built open or closed ¢ GBU-57B MOP
signatures. It can perform attack missions from “Bunker Buster” bombs (2 pcs.), Mk 82 (32 pcs), GBU
a 50,000 ft. altitude, and can travel 6,000 nautical (16 pcs.) ® Masking seal ¢ Select from five markings

miles without mid-air refueling. Not only is the B-2A  (#12645)
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Don't think about it too hard

ave you ever heard the term

analysis paralysis? It

describes prolonged hesita-
tion to make a decision or perform an
action due to overthinking. Ever had
this happen to you while building a
model? I have.

'The story I like to tell about analysis
paralysis happened with my Fokker
E.IV. I was dressing it for Immelmann's
last ride, and the AK Fokker Gray paint
I'd bought looked way too green — I
froze. Books, magazine articles, forum
discussions — I poured through them
all, trying to figure out if the color I had
matched the real color on the airplane.

What I was really worried about,
after some consideration, was if it looked

like the color other modelers would
expect it to look like. Modelers who
might know more about the subject than
I did. That realization broke the paraly-
sis, I painted the E.IV, and I was quite
pleased with the result.

In this issue, you'll find modelers
getting on with it. Research guides
them, but doesn't rule them. Leave
the worries behind, and build the
models that make you happy.

Lastly, November is coming up
fast, and that means Build a Model
Month. Tell us how you'll celebrate
our hobby!

editor@finescale.com
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____SCALE TALK| /|

Your voice in FSM

SCRATCHBUILT SHIP WIHS BAMM

Wide-ranging
dissatisfaction
I hope you are keep-
ing well.

I received the
FineScale Modeler
[ FSM] May/June
issue just before
Easter. I usually

STRIPES
PIRATES
|:'HﬂF':_|.".| NS
{|H|!"."ﬁ{ ECKS

receive the magazine
a bit late because I am in Australia.

I have been a subscriber to your maga-
zine for some 20 years. When I flipped
through the current issue, I noticed (and
was disappointed) that the two pages of
Workbench Reviews no longer exist! This
column has been reduced from about five
or six pages to two and now is gone alto-
gether.

I also noticed that the contents of the
magazine have changed substantially since
last year. There are more articles on U.S.
domestic automobiles (vintage), sci-fi, and
cult models. In this issue there is even a
cartoon-style sailing boat. It is understand-
able the increase of articles on U.S. civilian
cars because FSM is, after all, a U.S.-based
magazine, and there is a lot to learn from
the experts.

However, sci-fi is, in my opinion, more a
niche area that deserves a stand-alone
magazine or at least not in every issue of
FSM. The cartoon boat is fun, but again,
like sci-fi or cult models, they are not “scale
models” as such, because there is no scale to
reference.

Maybe I am too familiar with the old-
school FSM or modeling. Anyway, the
above is my opinion on FSM, the magazine
which I love to read and find useful for so
many years. Thank you.

—Alex Lam
Brisbane, Queensland, Australia

Ed. Alex, thank you for taking the time fo
write and let us know what you think. I
answered a question in the July/August 2025
ESM similar to your comments regarding

Workbench Reviews, and L'll let that stand.
(Howewer, skip ahead to Page 50.) Sci-fi mod-
eling is hardly niche, although, admittedly, we
at FSM over the years have treated it as a
lesser cousin to military models ﬁ?r reasons
weve explained numerous times. Cars were
fully incorporated back into the lineup when
we assumed the Scale Auto portfolio. We like
fo have a story from each of our major model
segments when we can. In truth, ships get the
shaft because there are fewer ship modelers who

submit to FSM than any other subject. As for

the ship you refer to, Going Merry, it’s 1/144
scale. More importantly, you are right: It s
fun. And that's the best reason to include it.

— Tim Kidwell

FSM Ship Modeler’s Handbook

I've just finished reading your special Ship
Modeler’s Handbook and was very impressed
with it.

I was particularly interested in Bob
Steinbrunn’s article on the USS Nor#h
Carolina model. I agree with him about
Trumpeter’s “inaccuracies,” as I've recently
built it’s USS Nimitz carrier and found
many 1naccuracies
with it, too.

I believe that a
ship model should
be shown at sea,
especially if it’s a
working ship. I'm
sending you a cou-
ple of photos of my
USS Missouri that 1
built, replicating the
ship on July 7, 1945, as it was bombarding
the coast of Japan prior to the surrender. I
hope you find them to be of interest.

— Michael Hunt
Kurunjang, Victoria, Australia

Modeler S

HANDBOOK
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Ed. Michael, we are proud of the Ship
Modeler’s Handbook and always give a
shout out to the Nautical Research Guild for
helping us publish it. Thanks for the photo of
your Missouri! — 7K

§ a n #m :mr.

- | e~} P —

FSM Forum member Jeff Anderson dlsplays hIS
new workbench and method for organization.
Photo/Jeff Anderson

Workbench feng shui?

First of all, I would like to thank you and
all of the staft for the modeling videos. I
have picked the hobby back up after retir-
ing. I last built a model over 40 years ago.
Even then, I only built kits and never
painted them. Since I've started back, your
YouTube channel has been an invaluable

help to me in learning basic techniques I
had never used before and learning tech-
niques I never knew existed. The hobby has
expanded greatly over the last 40 years.

One thing I have looked for without
much success are ways to organize my
workbench. I've found general reviews of
organizational products but no philosophy
of how to organize a workbench in general.
'They may exist, but I have not been able to
find them.

I think a series of videos on workbench
organization would be quite useful. It
would probably open a can of worms as
everyone has their own opinions, but I
think it would be fun.

— Hurd Finnegan
Bay Minette, AL

Ld. Hurd, the best compliment we can receive
is to hear FSM has been able to help modelers
better enjoy scale modeling. Thank you! There
are a number of discussions on the FSM
Forum about workbenches, not only construct-
ing them, but also organizing them. Howewver,
we haven't dived into those waters as a maga-
zine for a while, so it might be time to head
back in. For now, visit forum.finescale.com

and search “workbench ideas.” — TK

PllT WOOD IN A FORD WOODY STATION WAGON

l"meScale e ﬁ

July/August
2025 is totes
fine

Just wanted to drop
you a note congrat-
ulating you on
another fine issue of
FSM. It is always
nice to see the Twin
Cities represented
with the coverage of NordicCon and an
article by our own Mike Bedard. Plus, your
opening commentary was lovely. It is far
too easy to get “carried away” by home proj-
ects, etc., and let the modeling time slip
away in the summer.

— Bob Maderich
Minneapolis, MN

Planning for the future

Ed.: During the last couple of years, we have
been asked a lot about how to handle model
collections after death. Many who have asked
are afraid their families will be overwhelmed
with the responsibility and might just throw
everything away. They want to have a plan in
place to donate or otherwise preserve their
built and unbuilt collections. As the questions
and requests ﬁar an article have been piling up,
we turned to the 'SV Forum and put the

www.FineScale.com 5
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question to our members to get their thoughts,
and we wanted to share some c.jf their posts
with those who may have missed them. — TK

I turn 80 years old this month, and I often
think about what happens to my model
collection after I'm gone. Firstly, I have no
expectations that my wife or descendants
will care about my builds. I had fun build-
ing them but acknowledge that they don'
hold any value and are dust collectors. They
can be disposed of. Secondly, my stash of
unbuilt kits is small, and I am in the midst
of unloading anything worth having on
eBay. If you have a large stash, I suggest you
start thinning your collection.

—Jim James

Orlando, FL

My wife has told me that she will sell all of
my unbuilt models. To that end, I've tried
to make it easy for her. I have a spreadsheet
of each kit I've bought with a dollar value.
Now, whether she can get that is unlikely,
but she’ll certainly try.

For the built kits, I am less confident
that those won't end up in a landfill. None
of my kids are going to want them. My
wife has said she would try to find a
museum to which to donate them, but
that’s going to be a tough task as far as |
can tell. But I have again taken some steps
to help her with that, in that I create a
small sign made out of business card stock,
cut in half length-wise and printed with
the name of the build, the manufacturer,
the country that operated said vehicle/air-
craft or the movie in which the starfighter
appeared, and the year that I built it.

— Steven Murray
Katy, TX

Having helped dispose of several fellow
modelers’ stashes, I know what a pain in
the caboose it is.

My sister told me if I left a huge stash
behind when I go, she would find a way to
kill me again! I told her to call my friends
and let them take what they want. The built
stuff and started kits should go straight

into the roll-off bin. A sad end to my col-
lection, but only I would care about it.

As far as unstarted kits go, I told her it
would be easier to just have my friends take
them to the local model club and just give
them away. They seem to be unable to resist
the price when it is free.

Personally, I think of my sister and how
it would impact her more than what I feel
about my model collection and stash.

Oh yeah, I almost forgot — I should get
oft my bum and finish as many models as I
can before I kick the bucket.

- Neal [zumi
Honolulu, HI

I'm really young still, so I haven’t thought
about it too much. If I'm lucky, I hope to
have a son or daughter who can appreciate
model-making or just the subjects in gen-
eral (like my dad and I). To be honest
though, I will probably cut down a lot of
model-making when I have a family
because I really want to invest in my kids.

‘Though I wouldn’t be opposed if my kids

EXCLUSIVE CONTENT AT FINESCALE.COM

CoMMIiESFest 2025 scale
model show gallery

CoMMiESFest returned to Golden, Colorado,
and shattered previous records with an
impressive 434 entries, attracting partici-
pants from the U.S. and Canada. From sleek
cars and detailed aircraft to imaginative
sci-fi builds and finely crafted figures, the
show offered something for everyone. This
gallery offers a glimpse at the incredible
skill and creativity on display. Visit
FineScale.com/show-galleries and enjoy!

MESKLY,

CAN THIS REALY REMOVE PAINT?

Catch up on FineScale
Modeler Weekly!

If you haven't been paying attention, we've
been rolling through the latest season of
FineScale Modeler Weekly. Don't miss
opening and looking inside the latest kits,
discovering (or rediscovering) tools and
techniques for use at your workbench, and
hanging out with the FSM staff as they dis-
cuss what scale-modeling news has them
buzzing. Join us at FineScale.com/videos
for all the latest FSMW fun!

Make FineScale.com your
scale-modeling home

Visit FineScale.com for all your scale-mod-
eling, how-to needs. No matter if you're
wondering whether to buy that latest kit
you've heard so much about, how to
achieve better results from your airbrush,
painting figures, weathering tanks, or get-
ting that perfect look for your model’s base,
FSM has you covered. It doesn’t matter if
you're new to the hobby or a seasoned vet-
eran, go to FineScale.com and let us help!

6 FineScale Modeler September/October 2025



inherit some of my interests.

Honestly, I don't really have a preference
of what happens to my built kits. I don’t
have too many, and if selling [them] to
someone would make their day (or even
give them away for free), I would totally
love that! At that point, my collection is
not about me, but it’s more about who I
inspire to be creative.

— Harrison Kim
Santa Clara, CA

Using lighter fluid to clean up
enamel washes
One of the reasons we Gundam builders
use Zippo lighter fluid is because it evapo-
rates faster than normal thinners. It doesn’t
get to any exposed plastic and craze it.
Bandai’s plastic can craze with normal
thinners, even odorless mineral spirits. It
also works wonders with reverse washes.
People saying it’s cheap and being dis-
missive about it, 'm pretty sure if [Ammo
by Mig Jimenez] or AK Interactive put it
in a bottle and over-charged you for it, you

Modeler
J‘],:.:}('_.Y

REMOVING PINWASHES WITH WHAT?

wouldn’t have any problem buying.
@Jasongotshadowbanned
via Youlube

Ld. Jason, you make a good point about the
eﬁct thinners have on plastic as opposed to
lighter fluid. For those builders who don't paint

or use a clear coat as a buffer between their
wash and plastic, lighter fluid would be a bet-

ter choice, because it won't craze the plastic.

And while [ preﬁr other methods ﬁ?r cleaning

up enamel washes, I'm not at all dismissive of
the lighter-fluid method. Ultimately, use what
works best for you. — TK

So, as someone who builds a lot of
Gundam models, the extra streaking left
behind is part of the reason we use lighter
fluid to remove panel liner. Adds extra
weathering.
@Pandemic270
via YouTube

Ed. Interesting! I spoke with a Gundam mod-
eler at WonderFest about this very topic. She
said that you have to move quickly or reapply
with lighter fluid because it evaporates so fast.
But you can achieve clean surfaces after youre
comfortable with how to use it. And like with
so many of the techniques we use, I found out
that the lighter-fluid trick goes back many
years, even though I hadn’t used it. — TK

Visit us online
www.atlantis-models.com
Check out the Atliantis Archive room
for Vintage Kits. If you want to sell
your collection contact us today!

www.Atlantis-Models.com

. PP Classic Kits
e Top Quality

e Made" IntU.STA”
TOYmBY “Preservethe past:

Build the future.”

F g LOCKHEED P2V-7 NEPTUNE

"Operacion Do oo™ s 1

Ships * Vehicles ¢ Figures ¢ and more!

We have the largest bank of ORIGINAL injection molds on the
East Coast. Our kits are manufactured with precision and pride,
here in the U.S.A. Ask your distributor for Atlantis kits today!

Visit us online: atlantis-models.com

Atlantis Toy & Hobby, Long Island, NY 631-488-9533 info@atlantis-models.com

Non-toxic * Non-flammable ¢ Easy to Use ® 0% Shrinkage ¢ Waterproof  Superior Strength & Detalil

P.O. Box 344
River Falls, Wl 54022

o
A ES Products will Blow you Away! 1-800-261-2837

Make sure Apoxie® Sculpt is in your Arsenal!

e Your aid in customization & fabrication.

e Perfect for figurine conversions, original sculpts,
kit bashing, tanks, trains, boats & planes.

*Create your own tarps, coats, bedrolls,
ground work, rocks, etc.

® Apoxie® Sculpt adheres to: vinyl, plastic,
resin, kits, wood, metal, ceramic, glass,
polymers, foam, fiberglass & more!

® Ask your hobby shop to carry Aves® products!

e Visit our web site for more information.

www.avesstudio.com

©AVES® 2003

" Elefant with Custom
Apoxie® Sculpt Zimmerit
by, Joe Porter

Speciality Abrasives
Unique Hobby Tools

flex-i-file.com

STYRENE STRIPS,
SHEETS & SHAPES

for scratchbuilding,
model detailing & crafts

At your local
hobby retailer

.

ot < | ?&
77

EVBFSFEE" scale models

visit us at www.evergreenscalemodels.com
Toll Free (877) 376-9099
O/Everg-reenSCaleMndels
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Compiled by Monica Freitag

1/32 SCALE
DH.82A Tiger Moth of the World Air
Forces No. 32019 $86 from ICM.

1/35 SCALE
UH-60M Black Hawk No. 12135 $89 from
Academy/Model Rectifier Corp.

1/48 SCALE
Cessna 172 Skyhawk Civil Air Patrol No.

12367 $29 from Academy/Model Rectifier Corp.

Hurricane Mk.1 Aces No. 2838 $54.99 from
Italeri/Model Rectifier Corp.

Tornado GR.1/IDS Gulf War (War Thunder
Series) No. 35107 $65.99 from ltaleri/Model
Rectifier Corp.

Fiat G.91 R1/R3 Gina No. 92645 $63.50 from
Italeri/Model Rectifier Corp.

P-47D-11RE Thunderbolt basic kit No.
48037 STBA from MiniArt.

Junkers-Larsen JL.6 No. 48007 $66.99 from
MiniArt.

Fw 190A-6 No. 82137 $52.95 from Eduard.
P-39K/L Airacobra No. 8463 $34.95 from
Eduard.

Do 217K-1 WWII German bomber No.
48273 $143 from ICM.

Captured Heinkel No. 48268 $122 from ICM.

1/72 SCALE

MiG-21bis dual combo No. 2151 $56.95 from
Eduard.

Fiat CR.42 CN Falco Night Fighter No. 1485
$28.50 from Italeri/Model Rectifier Corp.

RF-4 C/E Phantom Il No. 1477S $49.99 from
Italeri/Model Rectifier Corp.

P-51D Mustang Aces No. 1484 $30.50 from
Italeri/Model Rectifier Corp.

1/144 SCALE

B-2A Spirit Stealth Bomber USAF No.
12645 STBA from Academy/Model Rectifier
Corp.

1/35 SCALE

M113 Fitter ARV No. 13568 $44 from
Academy/Model Rectifier Corp.

R.O.K. Army K21 IFV No. 13566 $49 from
Academy/Model Rectifier Corp.

M1A1 Abrams No. 35108 $63.50 from Italeri/
Model Rectifier Corp.

M3 Stuart late prod. No. 35429 $79.99 from
MiniArt.

G7117 1.5t 4x4 repair truck No. 35494 STBA
from MiniArt.

Anzio 1944. field repairing of Stug lll.

____NEW PRODUCTS | |[i

Ausf.G No. 36072 $123.80 from MiniArt.
G7117 1,5T 4x4 Wrecker No. 35490 $82.99
from MiniArt.

German 3T Troop Carrier 3,6-36S
Radkasten-normal-type No. 35453 $75.99
from MiniArt.

Raupenschlepper Ost RSO/01. Mid Prod
No. 35480 STBA from MiniArt.

WWII US military vehicles (G7117,
Studebaker US6-U3, Studebaker US6-U5)
No. DS3528 STBA from ICM.

1/48 SCALE

Bronco NOGS, US attack aircraft No. 48306
$88.99 from ICM.

B-26F Marauder, WWIlI American bomber
No. 48325 $136.99 from ICM.

1/72 SCALE

StuG Il Ausf. G Late Miag Prod. No. 72112
$29.99 from MiniArt.

ZiL-131 AFU with DShKM No. 72821 $STBD
from ICM.

German PzKpfw.IV Ausf.H No. 13432 $15.50
from Academy/Model Rectifier Corp.

1/12 SCALE

Bugatti Type 35B - Targa Florio '28 /
Monaco GP '30 No. 4716S $284.99 from
Italeri/Model Rectifier Corp.

1/24 SCALE

Ford A gangster car No. 24052 $46 from ICM.
Volvo FH low roof No. 3967S $119.99 from
Italeri/Model Rectifier Corp.

1/25 SCALE

1957 Chevy Nomad No. H1260 $32.99 from
Atlantis.

1940 Willys Coupe (Coke Race Team) No.
AMT1492 $35.99 from AMT.

1953 Ford Pickup Baja Patrol No. AMT1505
$35.99 from AMT.

1966 Shelby Mustang GT-350 No. AMT1491
$35.99 from AMT.

1968 Chevy El Camino Street Machine No.
AMT1484 $35.99 from AMT.

1969 Plymouth GTX Hardtop No. AMT1483
$35.99 from AMT.

2005 Chrysler 300C No. AMT1488 $35.99
from AMT.

FIGURES

1/35 SCALE
British tank repair crew No. 35489 $20.99
from MiniArt.

8 FineScale Modeler Secptember/October 2025

1/35 SCALE

Spherical fighting vehicle TSAMO Project
interior kit No. 40003 $66.99 from MiniArt.

1/35 SCALE

Star Trek U.S.S. Enterprise four ship set
No. AMT1485 $35.99 from AMT.

AIRCRAFT DETAIL SETS

1/32 SCALE

Fw190A 5/6/7/8 D-9 landing gear for
Hasegawa H2000 No. SAC32189 $25 from
Scale Aircraft Conversions.

1/48 SCALE

Fw 190A landing flaps for Eduard No.
481161 $26.95 from Eduard.

A6M2-K landing flaps for Eduard No.
481162 $26.95 from Eduard.

B-26G Marauder exterior for Eduard No.
481164 $34.95 from Eduard.

Mi-24A for Trumpeter No. 491527 $42.95
from Eduard.

B-26G Marauder for ICM No. 491529 $32.95
from Eduard.

F-35C Lightning Il landing gear for Tamiya
No. SAC48472 $25 from Scale Aircraft
Conversions.

F-35C Lightning Il wingfolds for Tamiya
No. SAC48473 $14 from Scale Aircraft
Conversions.

F4F-3/4 Wilcat landing gear for Academy
No. SAC48474 $20 from Scale Aircraft
Conversions.

AIRCRAFT DECAL SETS

1/72 SCALE

MiG-21bis stencils for Eduard No.
EDUD72055 $10 from Eduard.

Korean Air 2025 Scheme 777-300ER No.
72-777-98 $82.50. Also available in 1/100 $38;
1/144 $19.50; 1/200 $13.50; 1/400 and 1/500
$7.50 from Draw Decal.

MyWay Airlines 777-200 No. 72-777-96 $66.
Also available in 1/100 $27.50; 1/144 $15.50;
1/200 $11; 1/400 and 1/500 $7.50 from Draw
Decal.

PAINTS

WWI armored vehicles acrylic set No. 3086
STBA; WWII U.S. Naval Aviation acrylic set
No. 3088 $STBA; Luftwaffe night bombers
acrylic set No. 3085 STBA all from ICM.



The Rogers Collection of Dockyard Models

At the U.S. Naval Academy Museum
FourTH, FIFTH, AND S1XTH RATES

Volume 111

Grant H. Walker

Grant Walker returns with his 3rd volume of the Rogers
Collection focusing on the cruisers and convoy escorts of

Learn to build authentic 17th-century Dutch ship

models in paper with this comprehensive guide _ _
featuring detailed instructions, plans, and stunning o : . . B0 RO,y ST SHEET Bape.
. { J This in-depth guide delves into the history of the
visuals. 17th-century Royal Yacht Fubbs and provides a
step-by-step process for building a detailed 1:48
scale model.

———

looks for Sh1p Modelers by Ship Modelers

WWW.SE&WQtCthOkb com. mto@beaw 1tchb00ks com

THE
COASTING SCHOONER
ALICE §. WENT ‘.-‘E-"OR:TH

A LOOK AT THE SCHOONER,!
HER PEOPLE, AND THE MODEL

CARING FOR SHIP MODELS

A Narrative of Hlmn_,ht and Application

Join our crew! Scan to sign up THOMAS J. LAURIA
Rob Mapier .
for our newsletter and receive
Learn how to preserve your cherished ship models for a : Discover the story of the America’s last coasting
10% off your first order. schooner Alice S. Wentworth and the art of recreating

generations with this insightful guide, packed with expert
advice and practical techniques for collectors and
enthusiasts.

Or visit her in model form, in this beautifully detailed tribute
to America’s maritime past.

info@seawatchbooks.com
Phone: (201) 292-4262

el

SeaWatch Books, LLC 2040 Millburn Ave., Suite 102 #109, Maplewood NJ 07040



GUARDIAN
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Mark a Takom 1/35 scale AH-6E Apache for Australian service

BY ANDY COOPER

o doubt about it, the available for the future Australian

Takom 1/35 scale machines when I undertook this

AH-64E Apache project, I was inspired by images
Guardian (No. 2602) is a massive, posted on the Boeing website of
detailed kit of the latest U.S.- an artist’s interpretation of what
made attack helicopter. The box the choppers would look like in
comes chock full of sprues Aussie uniform.
bursting with plastic parts, But first, I had to put it

photo-etched metal (PE), and together. My approach was to
even 3D-printed details. But the  build the Guardian in

decals only provide two subassemblies. This allowed me to

American marking options. work and move from one section
Unfortunate, really, because to another while waiting for glue

other countries have the to set or paint to dry. I ordered

AH-64E in their arsenals, with 3D decals from Quinta Studio
Australia due to accept delivery for the cockpit (No. QD35099),
on 29 Guardians in 2025. Even  so while awaiting their arrival, I
though no decals were yet oot started on the engines.

www.FineScale.com 11
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The kit’s two GE 700 turboshaft engines are nicely detailed out of the
box. They aren’t “handed” (left or right), but the same can’t be said for
the three-part exhaust outlets for each unit. Make sure to pay attention
when building them.

Once the plumbing looked busy enough, | primed with SMS Surfacer
Black (No. PLP02) before base coating the engine SMS Stainless Steel
(No. PMTO05). The exhaust cans were added afterwards. | left the crawl
board of this engine, and reduced some of the wiring on the other that
would have a crawl board installed.

| test-fitted the engines into their nacelles and taped the fuselage halves
together to make sure everything fit correctly. Happily, it did!

12 FineScale Modeler September/October 2025

As detailed as the engines are, they benefit immensely from plumbing
and wiring. | referred to photos on the internet as | ran various lengths
and gauges of copper and solder wire. | punched hexagonal jet piping
terminations from styrene sheet.

4 °\

After fitting the exhaust cans, | sprayed the engines with various SMS
metallic paints for heat discoloration. Some clear blue, yellow, and
orange added heat tempering to appropriate parts. | picked out the
plumbing and wire with acrylic paints and a brush. The bottom engine
has less detailing because it would be hidden by the crawl board.

Turning my attention to the avionics bays, they lacked wiring. Easily

remedied! First, | drilled the plugs on the equipment with a micro bit
and pin vise, dabbed superglue in each, let it set briefly, and then ran
copper wire according to references.



Some fuselage openings and
hatches lead nowhere. | found
photos of the internals for the rear
starboard avionics bay and
survival equipment locker. |
walled off the spaces with styrene
sheet and lengths of sprue for
support.

-

: '?':fg' . e .
When both bays were complete, | airbrushed them zinc chromate yellow and brush-painted the equipment
with various shades of gray and black acrylics. Later, | finished the wiring with an off-white and red stripes.

KRR

| scratchbuilt an avionics panel from styrene and PE scraps. After
painting the bay the same as | did in Step 7, | ran wires, painted those,
and glued the panel in place behind the opening. | affixed arearwallto  patience, and time.

The 3D decals had finally arrived, so | removed the molded cockpit
details that the decals would replace. All it took was a sanding stick,

the smaller equipment locker, but left it empty.

..........

------
>

_.,1’}’;“:E i;”,;l1ﬁ' T
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| assembled the cockpit tub and airbrushed it and the seats SMS Then | proceeded to finish out the rest of the cockpit with the Quinta
German Grey (No. PL38). Working with the seats first, | soaked the 3D decals using the same process. After the glue had dried, | finished
decals in warm water to release them from the backing paper and set assembling the cockpit, including seats and panels, and test-fitted it in
them in place with white glue. the fuselage.

www.FineScale.com 13
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The main rotor drive needed to be assembled and ready to put in place
before the fuselage halves could be joined. It was a fiddly job and
required a lot of attention. | painted the rotor assembly and the interior
of the fuselage prior to closing everything up.

At such a large scale, | find | get a better finish by painting both the
inside and outside of the cockpit framing. | used Tamiya tape to mask

both sides of the window panels before spraying the inside SMS
German Grey.

15

After fitting the main rotor assembly and the cockpit, | joined the
fuselage halves and clamped them while they set. The cockpit windows

were affixed by flowing thin superglue along the seams. Not too much! |
didn’t want the clear parts to fog.
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In this case, | glued the PE grille in place and drilled holes where the
standoff cover mounts would be. Then | superglued wire mounts to the
cover, threaded the wire through the holes, and superglued them to the
panel. After everything had set, | trimmed the wires flush.

14 FineScale Modeler September/October 2025
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| replaced plastic grab handles with wire wherever possible. | tacked
access panels in place and masked gaps, intakes, inlets, and other
apertures with tape. The PE vents and standoff plates and 3D-printed
mounts proved impractical, so | started thinking of an alternative.

After a bit of work, | fitted the sponsons and undercarriage struts to the
fuselage and finished masking. | primed with SMS Surfacer Black. The

Guardian is a big model, and | nearly used an entire bottle of primer for
this alone.



19)

For a classic “Auscam” scheme of tan, green, and black, | first airbrushed SMS Camo Brown (No. PL32), letting
some of the primer show through for shadows. | followed with SMS Camo Green (No. PL31) and then German
Grey for a faded black. | sealed the camo with Alclad Il Aqua Gloss (No. ALC600).

The serial number was concocted
from digits on a decal sheet for an
Australian F-111. Having done the
best job | could with the decals |
had and nursing through the
Takom markings, | airbrushed
another coat of gloss clear over
them and the camouflage to
protect my work.

Like many others, | found the
Takom stencil decals to be of poor
quality and nigh unusable.
Fortunately, | had decals from an
Australian Chinook and used
these wherever possible,
matching placement to the Takom
marking guide. The black Roos
and army markings came from
the Chinook decals.

folded. But this wasn't so bad because the rotor fold trestle and
equipment were red, so that added a splash of color to the overall finish.

| applied black and burnt sienna artist-oil washes to bring out details, and lightly dry-brushed appropriate
colors before spraying a flat clear over everything. Then | unmasked the canopy, engines, and rotor mast and
attached the wheels.

The ends of the blades slid into the prepared and painted rotor fold
trestle before the trestle was positioned on the fuselage and tacked in
place with a drop of superglue. All that remained were the weapons,
antennas, and permanently attaching the crew hatches. Fsm

www.FineScale.com 15



BUILD A
PEARL

HARBOR
FLYING FORTRESS
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Subtle improvements
bring an unlikely
subject to life 1n this 1/72
scale B-17C

BY PHILLIP GORE

n Dec. 7,1941, as
the Japanese navy
attacked U.S. Navy

and Army forces at Pearl
Harbor, 12 Boeing B-17s
were on their way from
California and arrived just as
the attack began. Unarmed
and unprepared for combat,
most were able to land safely
at various nearby airfields
with minimal damage and
casualties. However, two
B-17Cs were severely
damaged and deemed
irreparable.

[ wanted to build one of
these, nicknamed “Skipper,”
in the markings and paint
scheme it carried during the
attack. For this mostly out-
of-the-box project, I used
the recently released

Woltpack 1/72 scale B-17C
kit (No. WP17212), which is
a reissue of the 1989
Academy oftfering with
beautiful new box art,
canopy masks, and decals.

B-¥rd " Elg A0k

www.FineScale.com 17
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The kit’s interior was very basic, but this was not an issue because very | attached all the small windows to the interior with white glue before
little of it would be seen after the model was finished. The only joining the fuselage halves together. After gluing the fuselage, | used
modification | made was adding life-preserver seat cushions fashioned five-minute epoxy to seal any window gaps and provide extra strength.
from .010-inch styrene sheet.

3 . £ o z" A _ 2 £ - : - -
The bomb-bay doors required extra work to achieve a good fit. After The port wing didn’t align properly, so a styrene shim at the wing root
shaping the pieces to improve their match to the fuselage, | glued them  corrected the dihedral. Gaps along the roots were filled with five-
to scratchbuilt mounting tabs made from .010-inch styrene sheet. minute epoxy. Excess epoxy was removed with water-dampened cotton

swabs, rolling them gently for a smooth finish quickly before setting.

Work on the engines was confined to painting
the crankcases flat medium gray, painting the

cylinders flat black, and then dry-brushing ' =
them both with aluminum. Lastly, dark gray One of the best features of the Wolfpack kit was the addition of a canopy/window/wheel
pastel dust was added to make the overall masking set. The masks matched the kit parts well and made painting much easier.

assembly look grimy.

18 FineScale Modeler September/October 2025
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This B-17C featured olive drab upper surfaces over neutral gray lower The upper surfaces were painted Humbrol Olive Drab (No. AA1688), and
surfaces consistent with the U.S. Army’s spring 1941 camouflage order. then | worked on the panel lines like before, beginning with a pointed
After painting the lower surfaces Humbrol Gray Satin (No. AA1780), | brush and dark gray pastel powder.

applied dark gray pastel powder along panel lines with cotton swabs.

To make the single monotone color appear to
have more depth, | blended the pastels into

the surrounding areas with a cotton swab The end result shows panel-line detailing that can be accomplished effectively without pre-
using a circular motion. shading with an airbrush.

i

| airbrushed a highly thinned 5:3 mix of olive
drab to flat white over randomly selected wing
panels and the top of the fuselage spine to
further breakup the monotone scheme. The
idea is to create subtle variation, not stark 1149).
differences that stand out.

www.FineScale.com 19



Several light coats of Pledge Floor Gloss (PFG)
were applied before the kit decals were added.
| cut away almost all the carrier film around the
decals with a hobby knife to minimize
silvering. Note that the U.S. Army letters on the
lower wings should be dark blue instead of
black, but | elected to use what was supplied
in the kit.
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| placed powdered dark gray pastels on the engine nacelles and upper
wing with a stiff, %-inch, flat brush. Then | worked the pastels with a V-
inch soft, round brush, moving in the direction of airflow over the wing
to create a tapering pattern away from the engine. The lifespan and
conditions of its operational life did not warrant dark stains.
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For the landing gear, | airbrushed them Alclad Il Aluminum (No. ALC-
101, right). Then | brush-painted them with Winsor & Newton Raw
Umber artist oils. Cotton swabs removed most of the oil-based paint to
leave a realistic, oily sheen.

16|

Here's completed landing-gear assembly. |
used the same processes in Step 15 to paint
and finish the engine superchargers.

| replaced the kit's lower-fuselage aerial with two short lengths of small-diameter rod and .004-
inch stainless steel wire stretched between them.

20 FineScale Modeler September/October 2025



When the few remaining small parts were painted and added (propellers, light covers, etc.), the build was complete! My Pearl Harbor B-17C Flying
Fortress could land safely inside my model case.

Photo/U.S. A_rmy Air Forces

r ‘ ;i.l_ A

Pilot Lt. Richards’B-17C Flying Fortress “Skipper” (40-2049) being dismantled for parts.

FINAL THOUGHTS

PILOT LT. ROBERT RICHARDS and his
crew of nine in their B-17C Flying
Fortress (40-2049) served aboard one of
twelve bombers that arrived over Pearl
Harbor as the Japanese began their
attack. While searching for a place to
land, “Skipper” was attacked by several
A6M2 Zero fighters, including one that
wounded two crew members — one
severely. With a damaged bomber and
wounded crew, Lt. Richards made a
wheels-up landing at Bellows Field on
Hawaii’s Oahu island, nearest available
runway. Both wounded crew members
survived. After a quick review in
December 1941, “Skipper” was deemed
repairable, but a more detailed
inspection conducted later determined
otherwise and the bomber was stripped
for parts to repair other aircraft. Fsm
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your own parts

Flawed kit turrets encourage a modeler to try something new

BY ANDY KEYES

hile I was building the
HobbyBoss 1/48 scale B-24]
Liberator (No. 81774) for
review for FineScale Modeler, 1
was both disappointed and annoyed the nose
and tail turrets were split in halves straight
through the middle of the clear areas. Not
knowing how to make the seam disappear
from the center, I looked for other options.
Finding no aftermarket replacements and
after watching a few YouTube videos, I
decided to attempt vacuum-forming
replacements. It looked simple enough.

“How hard could it be? What could possibly

W
g0 wrong:

22 FineScale Modeler September/October 2025

On the surface, vacuum forming appears
rather straight forward. Take a sheet of plastic,
put it in a frame, and heat it. When the plastic
approaches its melting point, it begins to sag
and becomes malleable, pull it down over a
positive form called a “buck” and apply a
vacuum from underneath. Voi/a! You have a
copy of the original.

'The downside is that detail is transferred to
the inside of the copy, not the outside. Detail
will only be seen on the outside if it is
exaggerated enough on the buck and thin
plastic is pulled over it. With that knowledge,
it was time to look for a machine and get this
project underway.



| found a vacuum-forming
machine originally designed for
dental work on Amazon for about
$100. There are many machines
available. Do your research and
find one you think you can use
not only on current, but future
projects, too.

gt aem B e
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It would be easy to think you could put the
original part in the machine, turn on the heat,
pull a vacuum, and you'd be done. The heat
source will most likely soften the original,
which could cause it to collapse under the
force of the vacuum. Did | do this? Yes, | did. |
began to rethink my project while cleaning up
the melted mess.

Rolling the mixed putty on a flat surface in a circular motion and pressing the parts
straight down into the putty worked flawlessly. | left the putty to cure around the
original parts for three or four minutes before removing them.

Join the halves, eliminate the seam, and use the solid turret as the buck
was the plan. Perhaps out of hubris, | had chosen clear resin, thinking |

might even go so far as a two-piece mold and just cast my dream parts.
This was a mistake!

Time to make molds and cast some resin for solid bucks.
Mold making and resin casting was my next option. | chose
Alumilite Amazing Mold Putty rather than a liquid option
because it would be cleaner and produce no heat, which
could affect the original parts. Similar to Millput, mix equal
parts of the A and B components thoroughly.

| cast solid resin copies of the parts. | wet sanded the turret
halves in a pan of water and test-fitted to minimize any

gaps.

When | used a gel superglue to join the nose-turret halves, it looked like
an Oreo. The glue set before | could squeeze the parts tight. Worse yet,
most attempts to fill the gap resulted in the filler flaking off rather than

bonding to the resin. Bondo finally did the trick.

www.FineScale.com 23



Once both bucks were ready to
go, | moved back to the vacuum-
forming machine. The .005-,.010-,
and .015-inch clear styrene |
picked up at my local hobby shop
was too thin. Only one pull in six
resulted in a fully formed copy,
which tore like tin foil.
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Moving to .020-inch styrene, it stretched over

the buck, but suffered a fold and other But two new problems arose: No matter how well | sanded out the seam between the resin
imperfections. When | mounted the buck on halves on the buck, it was still visible in the plastic copy. And the copies were too large; the
an inch-tall dowel, those issues disappeared. interiors rattled around and the turrets themselves wouldn't fit into the fuselage.
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Challenged but not discouraged, | made new molds and cast new bucks. This time, | used Alumilite Amazing Mold Maker silicone rubber for my
molds. | also poured the bucks from white resin, hoping to avoid the setbacks | experienced with the clear epoxy.

| suspended the kit parts to
intentionally short-shoot the buck
by .020-inch — the thickness of
the vacuum-forming plastic. After
pouring the buck, | cut them apart
where the full-size prototypes
were joined trying to tighten up
the interior circumference.
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The rubber and white resin transferred far less
detail with many more air bubbles than the
Amazing Mold Putty and clear resin. I'd
achieved the correct diameter with less detail.
But a new problem cropped up.

W ﬂq."‘""f‘. I e

Masked and airbrushed, my first set of vacuum-formed turrets was complete and in the fuselage.

By removing the material between the gun
ports, | had made the distance between them
too narrow. They no longer lined up with the
interior. At the top of the photo, you can see
the heated plastic sagging just before | pulled
it over the buck.

e
=

e
i S

What to do? | had two buck versions but still
no workable turret glass. Then an idea hit me: |
removed the “face” from the turrets along a
natural seam and glued those made from the
larger clear bucks to the back (helmet shape)
formed on the smaller white bucks with
Gator’s Grip Original Blend. And it worked!

FINAL THOUGHTS

| PUT $230 into this project; $100 for the
vacuum forming machine, $30 for plastic,
and $100 for the resin and mold-making
materials. About 30 lesson-rich hours
were spent glued to the workbench
learning something new and related to
scale modeling. My experience went so
well (even with all the mishaps), | have
two more projects in mind that | can't
wait to tackle. FSm
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MATT REYNOLDS
VALLEJO, CALIFORNIA
This Japanese Kaido Racer started as

an Aoshima 1/24 scale Nissan Gloria.

Matt scratchbuilt the front lip, side

skirts, rear wing, and that radical

exhaust. He airbrushed a Tropical p —
Glitz Silver base, masked, laid down N
HoK Wild Cherry Kandy, and then
topped everything with PPG Clear.

i = -

» MARK GEIGER

LEMOORE, CALIFORNIA

Mark showed his love for the
band Molly Hatchet with his MPC
1/20 scale 1970 Ford Econoline
Custom van with STS decals. He
painted it with Testors Mystical
Red and Metallic Gold and topped
it with car polish buffed to a deep
shine. No guts, no glory, Mark!

» ARMANDO LEON-DURAN
RANCHO CORDOVA,
CALIFORNIA

Moving dirt! Armando’s AMT 1/25
scale Caterpillar D8H bulldozer
looks like it's been working hard.
He replaced the front of the
molded radiator with mesh and
then went to work painting and
weathering this mighty beast,
hitting it with pigments, colored
pencils, washes, and actual dirt.
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<4 CHRIS NORGAAR
HAYFORK, CALIFORNIA

The inspiration for “Broken-down
GMC"” came from Chris' life.“My
father bought surplus equipment,
and it was usually me waiting for
aid” he said. He built the 1/35
scale scene with a HobbyBoss kit
that he heavily weathered with
salt chipping.

¥V ADRIAN GUDINO
HAYWARD, CALIFORNIA

“I wanted to make a lowrider
show car with a matching car
hauler” Adrian said. And that’s
exactly what he did using an AMT
1/25 scale Freightliner and 1978 El
Camino. He lowered the hauler
and tucked bigger rims
underneath. The paint is a gold
base with candy purple fades and
pinstripes.
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A MIKE KUTZ

JACKSON, WISCONSIN

Mike built his Eduard 1/48 scale Wildcat out of
the box and primed it with Mr. Surfacer Black

before airbrushing on Mr. Color paints, post-
shading as he went. He applied gloss to seal
his work as he accented select areas with oil
paints. After another round of gloss, Mike
applied pinwashes, chipped, and sealed it
under flat clear.

» JEREMY OLSEN

MILTON, WISCONSIN

Studio Ghibli's Howl!’s Moving Castleis a
favorite among many anime lovers. Jeremy
printed a 1/200 scale kit on Cults 3D,
assembled it, added guylines to the crow’s
nest, and smoke effects. The base is a coaster
mounted on a circular plate with bearings so
the model can rotate. Jeremy painted it with
acrylics, mostly in vertical lines to re-create the
diffuse colors Studio Ghibli uses in its
animation.
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A STAN KURCZ

NAPERVILLE, ILLINOIS

To support his MPC 1/72 scale
Millennium Falcon, Stan made a
completely unique base from
3D-printed figures. One figure
shows Luke Skywalker with an
ignited lightsaber, another depicts
Han Solo encased in carbonite,
and at the rear of the ship is Darth
Vader’s helmet. Stan used an
airbrush and Tamiya paints to
complete this unique model.

<4 CHRIS CHAPMAN
NORTHBROOK, ILLINOIS
Chris converted a Tamiya 1/35
scale M4 Sherman into an
M4A3E2 assault tank, also known
as a“Jumbo,” with a resin set from
Blast Models. He added various
tarps and stowage from
aftermarket sources. The tank runs
on 3D-printed tracks. Chris made
the base from DAS modeling clay
over foam, painted, and finished
with leaves and grass.
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» SANTIAGO SOMOCRURCIO
WATERDOWN, ONTARIO, CANADA
Straight from Gundam SEED Destiny comes
Santiago’s Bandai 1/100 scale Master Grade
MBF-02 Strike Rouge Ootori version. Built out
of the box, the Gundam features a pilot
painted with acrylics and enamels, and
Santiago picked out panel lines with an acrylic
wash.

VYV ANTHONY GOODMAN

LONDON, ONTARIO, CANADA
Malaysians served as UN base security during
the conflict between Bosnia and Herzegovina,
and Anthony wanted to show the crew taking
a break and sharing a drink with its pup. He
built the Academy 1/35 scale KIFV and
accurized it for MALBAT 1, including footman
loops, antenna, straps, stowage, and interior
door detail. The base is covered in a thin coat
of drywall mud, fine sand, grass mats, and
paper plants.

30 FineScale Modeler




A SOPHIE GILHAM

NORWICH, ONTARIO, CANADA

Sophie, 10, painted her 3D-printed dragon
hatchling and then used washes and dry-
brushing to deepen shadows and pop
highlights. She covered the figure’s wooden
base with dirt and grass from Woodland
Scenics.

VED COTTON

ALLISTON, ONTARIO, CANADA

This amazing scene features an Eduard 1/48
scale Spitfire Mk.VIIl in a World War Il
maintenance area. Ed scratchbuilt the base
from basswood, Woodland Scenics
landscaping material, and dirt from his
backyard. He upgraded the Spit with an
aftermarket engine and cockpit. The ground
crew are Tamiya figures.

A DAVID DILKES

KINGSTON, ONTARIO, CANADA

David painted a Young Miniatures 1/10 scale
Cowboy bust to show the character
illuminated by moonlight, except for the right
side, where he used object source lighting to
cast a glow from a lit cigar. He used a range of
paints, including Pro Acryl, Scale 75, and
Kimera. Other than the priming, all painting
was done by hand, mostly with glazes.




OPEN IT UP!

A bit about kits

TIM BOYD BASED THIS PROJECT ON the body and frame
rails found in the AMT 1/25 scale Mod Rod kit (No.
AMT1000/12). If you don't have this kit or cant find it, you can
achieve similar results using the counterpart parts from a
Revell 1/25 scale 1929 Ford hot-rod pickup (No. 014565). You
could also use the AMT or Monogram 1929 Ford roadster
pickup kits if you have them in your stash.
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Kitbash a 1/25 scale Ford Model A roadster pickup that might
have been ... or could be

BY TIM BOYD

ne reason building scale model cars and trucks is so popular is

because there are so many ways to build them. Model a

meticulously researched factory-correct showroom replica or
superdetail a racing icon. Or go your own way and make something
you've never seen in your life, but a vision of what youd like to see in a
real car or truck. Perhaps you just want a fun kitbashing project inspired
by many sources, but with your own spin.

That’s where I was. I had a set of new Ford 1936 Ford “wide five”
wheels from Replicas and Miniatures Co. of Maryland. Popular after
World War II in roadster racing circles, they're seeing a comeback
among vintage beach and hill-climb racing events.

And the Ford Model A “banger” engine in the new ICM 1930 Ford
Phaeton got me thinking of hot rod and racing possibilities. Maybe

something with a stripped interior without finished upholstery? I

collected ideas that, for one reason or another, weren't achieved
in similar builds recently, and they started to coalesce into a
fictional model with some historical relevance. Ride
along and use these techniques to get your
creative motor running.
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Here are the 1936 Ford wide fives | was talking about. These parts were Based on a suggestion from 1/1 hot-rod builder and modeler Dennis
resin-cast from a pattern based on parts found only in the earliest Lacy, | cut the antique Model A transmission (top) off the ICM Phaeton
production AMT Trophy Series 1936 Ford kits. They have both the full- kit's banger. Instead, | used the transmission from Revell’s series of 1948
brake drum engraved detail under the factory stock hub caps. Ford kits and matched it to the crossmember of the frame.

| removed the cups at the four corners of the Mod Rod frame and | used the back side of the ICM Model A Phaeton frame crossmember
reduced the transmissio<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>