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Editor’s Page

ecently I had a couple of uninterrupted

days where I was able to sit at my
workbench and work on a project for
hours at a time, at my own pace.

How did I manage that? I caught the
terrible headcold that swept through the
office, and I had to call in sick to work. I
went through a lot of Kleenex and cough
syrup during my time at the bench, but I
did manage to finish a project while I
recuperated.

Once I was fully off the disabled list
and back in the office, it hit me that I
couldn’t remember the last time I had two
whole days to do nothing but model. A
recent three-hour stint was about as long a
session as I could remember, and even that
struck me as no small feat.

The biggest issue? I have a one-year-
old in the house. He goes to bed around 7
oclock, while my wife and I struggle to
stay up past 8. Despite our tot-induced
exhaustion, as grown-ups we feel some-
what compelled to stay awake at least until
it’s dark outside.

With my new early bedtime, I'm fairly

fee, I can usually put in a hour or so of
concentrated modeling time before the
rest of the house wakes up. About the
time I'm hanging up my airbrush, the
alarm clock’s ringing. A lot of paint and
glue dries while I'm away at work.

Time moves pretty fast these days, and
all of us juggle the demands of our jobs
and personal responsibilities. I'd love to
hear how you find time in your schedule
to model. Send me a letter at the
address below or shoot an E-mail
to musher@finescale.com. I'd
love to hear your secret.

Speaking of finding the time

to build, have you ever won-
dered what it would be like to
have a project published in
FineScale? Now’s your chance. In
the February issue we’ll announce

the details of our all-new B¢ an Author

" Contest. When you enter, you'll not only

have the opportunity to share your latest
project with FSM’s worldwide audience,
you'll also have a chance to win good old-

Time
moves

pretty fast

these days

| Where do you find the time?

of our most familiar authors building
decidedly unfamiliar subjects. Dyed-in-
the-wool armor modeler Cookie Sewell
goes on temporary leave from the motor
pool and shares how he built and detailed
a 1/48 scale Navy Banshee using Hawk’s
veteran kit. Along the same lines, longtime
aircraft modeler Pat Hawkey takes a stab
at science-fiction modeling and builds a
combat-ready Marine Dropship from
James Cameron’s 1986 movie, “Aliens.”
I'm most excited, however,
about having the chance to fea-
ture John Vojtech’s all-con-
quering B-2 stealth bomber in
an up-close pictorial. Just days
after its award-winning sweep
through the IPMS/USA
National Convention in Kansas
City, John was nice enough to
bring the model to FSM HQ for
phototography in our studio. John’s not
only one of the best modelers you'll ever
meet, he’s also one of the nicest, and is
incredibly humble and self-effacing about
his work. Well done, John. It couldn't have

astounded at the number of models I'm fashioned cash for all your hard work. happened to a nicer guy.
b4 PP guy:
still able to turn out. Somehow, I've man-  Start thinking of a project you could turn
aged to turn myself into a morning mod-  into a feature article, and we’ll talk about
eler. My workshop’s fairly removed from the guidelines and contest rules in more
the rest of the house, so I can wake up detail next month. %Tﬂ-t\,\) ‘ '
early, and armed with a cup of strong cof-  In this month’s issue, you'll find a couple —
Y P g s P
GENERAL SCALE TALK rights (including electronic rights) o READER TIPS
Mail: FineScale Modeler Let us know what you think! the images upon payment. Unused  wioulq you like to share an idea about
21027 Crossroads Circle, P.O. Box Comments, suggestions, corrections, P °',°8":Eﬁ o Ehieco 3’ % a tool or technique and make a few
1612, Waukesha, W1 53187-1612 and Jddiﬁoznld informgtion on FSM &“’“‘1‘3 veorks; ient postage and pack- - 45iters 1000 Send brief description
3 3 5 articles are welcome. E-mail should terials. along with a phot h or sketch
gmﬂmiﬁ;t?‘ﬁz?;) be sent to editor@finescale.com. to ;iadcr Tlgs atotf::ddm at left
800-533.6644 weckdaysp 830 am.to  Leetters for publication should be QUESTIONS & ANSWERS ander *Ceneril " Dlou s brklaent
5pm.CT. Fax- 262-796-1615 :hlﬁ-“ ly “;’-"kbd :r:h thlc Editor” on Got a modeling problem? stamped, self-addressed envelope for
C S il ¢ envelope and the letter, typed or Q&A is here to help. Send your the return of photos. Or e-mail your
cu?mﬁrvice@kil% S hand-printed. Write to FSM at the questions to Questions & Answers tip to tips@finescale.com. Tips are
% 5 address at left under “General.” All at the address at left under paid for upon publication; be sure to
Advertising and trade orders: comments for Scale Talk should be “General.” Or e-mail your question include your Social Security number.
888-558-1544, weekdays 8:30 am.to  no more than 300 words long. Please o questions@finescale.com. We are FSM obtains all publication rights
5 pm. C'[:; outside the U.S., 262-796- rememl?er to tell us your hometown unable to conduct research such as (including electronic rights) to the
8776. le- 262'79_6-0126 or location. If possible, include an answering questions on ingsand  text and images upon payment.
mail: : iy
ﬁ::ihvzrumng &~ TR informal snapshot of yourself. unit histories. We publish letters of a
o iy i i g::::’“muf:m 9:;::‘::; ofmil — cOMING EVENTS
tradesales@kalmbach.com P ERR T question in the magazine. Please Notices of modeling contests, exhib-
Editorial: 262-796-8776 ow off your h 1 , include your name, address, and a its, and swap meets are published at
8:30 a.m.to 5 pm.CT. Send original slides, prints, or high- daytime phone number. You may get no charge. Information must be in
Fax: 262-796-1383 quality digital images along with faster answers to general modeling our offices four months before your
Eisieal o muils complete caption information to questions by checking out “Hobby event takes place. For an expanded
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/CTT “SCALE RULERS™

1:72 Scale Rule
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Available in 12 Scales:
1:20.3 1:22.5 1:24 1:25 1:29 1:32
1:35 1:48 1:64 1:72 1:87 1:160
* CLEAR PLASTIC

* FLEXIBLE
* FULL 1' LENGTH

ine hobby & train stores or include
$2.50 S/H. TX res. add 8 1/4% tax.
CTT, 10051 Whitehurst #200, Dallas, TX

214-361-5400

only $4.29 each
- .

The most interesting assortment
of Plastic Models on the Web!

Specializes in model kits in all scales of military, aircraft, ships,
automotive, Sci-Fi, space, monster kits, books, videos, wooden
ships, figures, Model Rockets. Complete line of Tamiya and Model
Master paints, tools and supplies, resin kits and much more.
DISCOUNT OFFER

!
For catalog send $6.00 to megahobby.com
20A Nancy Street = West Babylon, NY 11704
Order securely online or call toll free 888-642-0093
WWW.MEGAHOBBY.COM
YOUR ONLINE SOURCE

ARA Press: The Spaceship
Enthusiasts One-Stop Data Shop!

The Next Shuttle

by Dave Ketchledge
Detailed history of rocket planes and
reusable shuttles.
Research that led to the current Shuttle.
Potential future shuttles
and missions.
439 Pages.
Data Drawings and
model plans.
* CD Book, PDF
format with many
extra bonus features!
* Over 200 photo-
graphs and diagrams.

The Next Shuttie

G o

Only $25.00! (post paid)

Please visit our website for more
Products and Discounts!

All Credit Cards Accepted.

#

785 Jefferson Ave.
Livermore, CA 94550
& Sinsfabl Meatala- | lanay 2097

(925) 455-1143
www.arapress.com

SCGle TCI”( | Your Voice in FSM

D-day Spitfire

I just finished reading Jeft Herne’s article
on his Spitfire Mk.XIV conversion (Nov.
‘06 FSM) and I would like to offer up a
few corrections. He mentions that the
Mk.XIV shared the fuselage with the
Mk.V, but in reality, the first six Mk.XIV’s
were converted Mk.VIII’s, both models
having the retractable tailwheel. The Mk.
V was actually the basis for the Mk.IX
series. I didn't see a close view of Jeff’s
tailwheel, but it should have doors beside
it. Also, the fin flash on all Mk.XIV’s was
a complete rectangle, without the angled
cut at the front of the red section, and the
blue should be tight against the rudder
seperation line.

I have a copy of Spitfire: The History by
Eric P. Morgan and Edward Shacklady,
and it is the most complete Spitfire refer-
ence in existence, an expensive but invalu-
able book.

- Norman Sheppard

Sackville, New Brunswick, Canada

Fly Navy!
Just read the Nov. 2006 issue and it’s great
as usual.

One small correction (for the nitpick-
ers out there) on the “Operational F-14
Tomcat Fleet Squadrons” list on page 37.
VF-301 received its F-14A Tomcats in
Oct. 1984, not 1985. I was in the squad-
ron, and actually flew the last operational
sortie in VF-301 F-4S Phantom IIs on
Sunday, Sept. 16, 1984. VF-301 F-4
flights after that date were to ferry the air-
craft either to MCAS Cherry Point for
rework or to another Navy or Marine
Corps Reserve squadron.

We had an empty line for about three
weeks or so while our F-14s were being
groomed at NARF North Island. My first
VF-30L 54 Aightvseuradion Moy,

1984.

There are some written reports that
VF-301 operated F-4s and F-14s at the
same time; this is not true. Our sister
squ;ldron, VF-302, was about six months
behind us in the transition, and received
their aircraft in early 1985.

Keep up the great work. I've been read-
ing your magazine since it started publica-
tion.

Cmdr. Jan Jacobs, USNR (Ret.)

San Diego, Calif.

Cmdr. Jacobs is Managing Editor of The
Hook, the official journal of the Tailhook

Association.

Donation question

In your Nov. 2006 issue, Fred Brown
questioned what to do with his collection
of unbuilt model kit. I am currently in the
act of “thinning the herd” to get my total
number of kits down from over 5,000 to a
more managable level. After researching
the problem of what to do with all my

kits, I have settled on three activities:

Donate the kits to the troops. The IPMS/
USA Web site (www.ipmsusa.org) has the
addresses of military units overseas that
are looking for models to build. So far,
have sent crates of kits to Iraq,
Afghanistan, and Diego Garcia. The
thank you messages are a real treat!

Donate the kits to a museum. The Old
Rhinebeck Aerodrome in New York and
the Mew England Air Museum in
Connecticut both take donated kits and
put them up for sale in their gift shops.

Online auctions. I've posted several boxes
of kits on eBay. If you ship the packages
via Priority Mail, the USPS will even pick
up the box at your home!
- Pat Hensley
Booneville, Miss.

How to dispose of leftover kits?

Here in England we have junior cadet
forces, many of whom do modeling. In the
United States, I believe you have organi-
zations like the Civil Air Patrol - give you
unbuilt kits to these youngsters to build.

I'm the secretary of a small aviation
historical charity. We receive donations of
kits and reference books which we either
sell to raise funds or use in our interpreta-
tion center, in the library, or the model
exhibition. I'm sure there must be similar
shegitins~ndemusams o dorh o wasld,

- John Levesley
Bransgore, England

Gallery of corrections

Mark Linkiewicz's Webrmacht figure
appeared in the Nov. 2006 issues Reader
Gu//vr_u Mark is from Claremont, NH, not
Chargmont.

In the Oct. 2006 issue’s Show Gallery, Ron
Dobrzeleckis USS Sturgeon was incorrectly
identified as a 1/35 scale Italeri kit. Ron’s
model is a 1/200 scale cast-resin kit fram
Fisher Model & Pattern.

FineScale Modeler regrets these errors.
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EARLY PRODUCTION, ©

Dragon’s tiny Panzer is
a marvel of fine detail
including tiny individual
Magic Track links.

Early Panzer

Dragon Models Ltd. follows up its 1/35 scale Panzer I Ausf

B with the earlier, shorter Ausf A (kit No. 6289). Fans of

German armor should find this a nice addition to_thai= ~~lau.
lections. It’s the latest in the Chinese company’s SmartKit
range and includes a small photoetched-metal fret for the
exhaust shrouds and engine grates. The highlight may be
the little bag of individual track links in Dragon’s new
Magic Track style. These parts are tiny gems with molding
finesse that needs to be seen to be fully appreciated. The
same molding quality extends to the rivets and screws on
the body of the tank.

Big Buffalo

Fans of Brewster’s “Flying Barrel” have been well-served of late
by a series of well-detailed and accurate kits of the diminutive
fighter in 1/48 scale from Classic Airframes and Special Hobby.
Now, they have an even bigger reason to rejoice: Special Hobby
has released a 1/32 scale kit of the F2A-2 Buffalo “Yellow
Wings.”

The kit, No. SH32010, features nicely detailed plastic parts,a
selection of clear canopy pieces, and resin and photoetched-metal
detail parts. Markings options include two 1940 carrier-based
aircraft, both, as the kit’s name inplies, yellow wing schemes.

Look for a detailed review in an upcoming issue of FSM.

Battle Colors

To say that Baitle Colors: Insignia and Aircraft Markings of the
Eighth Air Force in World War II, Vol. 2: (VIII) Fighter Command
is “lavishly illustrated” is easy, but it misses the real nature of
this book, the companion to 2004’ first volume dealing with
bombers.

Roger A. Watkins’ book begins by describing the general
rules of U.S. Army aircraft camouflage and markings, includ-
ing detailed placement diagrams for national insignia for each
aircraft used by Fighter Command as well as measurements
for both Quick Identification markings and invasion stripes.

The heart of the book is the detailed unit descriptions
illustrating squadron colors and markings with full-color
profiles and some top views complemented by black-and-
white and a few color photos.

Any modeler wanting information for an Eighth Air
Force project will find something useful here.

63m
FIGuTER
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New Products

1/24 Scale Kits

B-25 Mitchell, No. 2650, $69. From Italeri,

1/48 Decal Sets

available from Model Rectifier Corporation.

North American P-51 Mustang IV, No. 81302,
$55. Museum Masterpiece Series. From
Merit International.

1/32 Scale Kits

U.S. Navy SBD-5/A-24B Dauntless, No. 2243,
$139.95. From Trumpeter, available from
Stevens International.

| i Nighthawks History, No. 48-MAW004,

‘ $13.50. F/A-18D Hornet from

i VMFA(AW)-533, A-6E Intruder from
VMA(AW)-533 and A-4B Skyhawk from
i VMA-533. From MAW Decals.

Junkers Ju 87D Stuka (Luftwaffe dive bomber),
No. ST26-5600, $67.99. From Hasegawa,
available from Dragon Models USA Inc.

1/72 Scale Kits

1/32 Detail Sets

1:32 SCALE

U.S. AIRCRAFT WEAPONS: A

Vougllt F4U-1 Corsair Bird Cage, No. 60774,
$23. From Tamiya America, Inc.

Modern U.S. aircraft weapons set, No. 3302,
$49.95. From Trumpeter, available from
Stevens International.

I/48 Scaie Kits
% Ba349D Natter

with launch
| tower, No.
5547, $41.95.
Master Series. |

Hudson Mk.1/1l “Patrol Bomber,” No. 72518,
i $33. Injected canopy. From MPM, available
i from Squadron Mail Order.

d From Dragon, |

i | A description of our new-product announce-
available from

ment and review policies is available from

Dragon Product News Coordinator, FSM, 21027
Models USA Crossroads Circle, PO. Box 1612, Waukesha,
Inc.

WI 53187, 262-796-8776, fax 262-796-
1383, or e-mail at newproducts@finescale.
com. FineScale Modeler is not responsible
for content of external sites linked through
our site. Visit the FSM World Wide Web page

at www.finescale.com.

15 ORAGON

i Hudson Mk.IV/V, No. 1253, $30. Look for a
detailed review in an upcoming issue of

i FSM. From Italeri, available from Model
i Rectifier Corporation.

1/144 Scale Kits

i SAS Boeing 747 Jumbo Jet, No. H177, $25.

i Special Edition: 50 Years of Revell. Cutaway
i display plane, British Airways markings

i included. From Revell AG/Revell Germany.

Tornado ECR==

' chfeld Tigers

Tornado ECR, No. 4594, $8.95. From Dragon,
i available from Dragon Models USA Inc.

| 1/72 Diecast

Me109G-6 Yellow 7 9./JG 3 1943, No. 50254,
i $28.95. Warbird Series. From Dragon
i Wings, available from Dragon Models USA

i Inc.

January 2007 www.finescale.com 9



New Products |

P-47D-11 Razorback, No. 50265, $24.99. 61st
. ES 56th B YGabhw” Warhied. Sedes. From
Dragon Wings, available from Dragon
Models USA Inc.

F4F-4 Wildcat Black 9-F-1 VF-9 USS Ranger
1942, No. 50206, $25.95. Warbird Series.
From Dragon Wings, available from Dragon
Models USA Inc.

Other scale

Boemg SST Supersonic Clipper, No. H263, $16.
Special Edition: 50 Years of Revell. From
Revell AG/Revell Germany.

Convair R3Y-2 Tradewind giant turbo-prop cargo :

© SdKfz 234/2 Puma, No. 6256, $45. From
i Dragon, available from Dragon Models
i USA Inc.

plane, No. H178, $42.50. Special Edition: 50
Years of Revell. Look for a detailed review in
an upcoming issue of FSM. From Revell
AG/Revell Germany.

Boeing B-47 giant stratojet bomber, No. H206,
$10. Special Edition: 50 Years of Revell.
From Revell AG/Revell Germany.

ARMOR

1/35 Scale Kits

M40 Blg Shot U S 155mm gun motor carriage,
No. Al AFV Club, avail
able from Merit Internatio

3em Flak 38/103 Juboschretk wrth truller No

8.95 | m Dr: I n
s USA l (

35031, $46. Fr

6353, 81

Dragon Mode

10 FineScale Modeler |anuury 2

| 1/35 Detail Sets

. ) DRAGON]
M4A2 Tarawa, No. 6062, $39.95. From
Dragon, available from Dragon Models
USA Inc.
SdKfz 164 Nashorn, No. 6314, $39.95. From
Dragon, available from Dragon Models
USA Inc.

SAlK 223412 PUMA 2>
& E ¥ . e

SdKfz 234/4
7.5cm PaK 40
anti-tank gun
pressed brass
shield, No.
AF35015,
$15.50. From
AFV Club,
available from
Merit

International.

FOR $d.K

Tiger | early-version track-link conversion kit,
No. AF35094, §23.98. From AFV Club,

Russian heavy tank KV-2 Gigant, No. 32538,
i $30. From Tamiya America, Inc.
Tiger | Panzerkampfwagen VI Ausf E SdKfz 181,
i No. AF48001, $26.50. From AFV Club,
available from Merit International.

| 1/72 Scale Kits
i Firefly V¢, No. 7303, $13.98. Warbird Series.
From Dragon, available from Dragon

Models USA Inc.

HMMWY M998
gun truck and
M998 troop
carrier, No.
7309, $13.98.
From Dragon,
available from
Dragon
Models USA
Inc.

1/72 Diecast

Jagdpanzer IV L/70 command version, No.
60239, $16.95. From Dragon Armor, avail-
able from Dragon Models USA Inc.

SdKfz 251 Aust C, No. 60139, $17.95. From
Dragan Armar availahle fram Nracon ..

" Models USA Inc.

M4A3(76)W VVSS Sherman, No. 60164,
$17.95. From Dragon Armor, available from
Dragon Models USA Inc.

Other scale

105mm Howitzer, No. 1539, $10. Special
Edition: 50 Years of Revell. From Revell
AG/Revell Germany



|

1/350 Scale Kits

USS Saratoga CV-3 aircraft carrier, No. 05607,
$129.95. From Trumpeter, available from

Stevens International.

1/700 Scale Kits

H.M.S. YORK &

Type 42 Destroyer Batch 3 HMS York, No. 7055,
$22.95. Modern Sea Power series. From
Dragon, available from Dragon Models

USA Inc.

Other scale

P & O Orient Line SS Oriana, No. H376, $16.

-

i Special Edition: 50 Years of Revell. From
i Revell AG/Revell Germany.

Sport fishing boat, No. H387, $10. Special

i Edition: 50 Years of Revell; The Coastal
Series. From Revell AG/Revell Germany.

i Guided missile fleet and seaplane tender, No.

i (G333, $25. Special Edition: 50 Years of
Revell. Includes three ship models to build:
i USS Currituck, USS Nautilus, USS Boston.
From Revell AG/Revell Germany.

1/350 Detail Sets
i Real wood deck accessory for Revell SMS Emden,
i No.D-350-02, $17. Engraved scale plank

! details, gun platforms, gratings and instruc-
i tion sheet. From VectorCut.

Manutacturer Directory

The Alchemy Works
212 Joshua Boulevard
Joshua, TX 76058
817-933-1318

www.thealchemyworks.com

Dragon Models USA Inc.
1315 John Reed Court
City of Industry, CA 91745
626-968-0322
www.dragonmodelsusa.com

Gold Medal Models
P.O. Box 670

Lopez, WA 98261
www.GoldMM.com

MAW Decals

6119B Ohio Court

Camp Lejeune, NC 28547
910-265-3305
www.mawdecals.com

McGraw-Hill

Two Penn Plaza

New York, NY 10121
212-904-5951
www.books.mcgraw-hill.com

Merit International

18229 Railroad St.

City of Industry, CA 91748
626-912-2212

www.merit-intl.com

Model Rectifier Corporation
80 Newfield Ave.

P.O. Box 6312

Edison, NJ 08837
732-225-2100
www.modelrectifier.com

Osprey Publishing

Elms Court, Chapel Way
Botley, Oxford

England OX2 9LP
44-1865 727022
www.ospreypublishing.com

RC2 Ertl Company
P.O. Box 500

Highways 136 & 20
Dyersville, IA 52040-0500
319 875-2000

www.rcertl.com

Revell AG/Revell Germany
Henschelstrasse 20-30
D-32257, Biinde, Germany
49-5223-965-223
www.revell.de

m
8601 Waukegan Road Morton
Grove, IL 60053-2295
847-770-6100
www.revell-monogram.com

4880 Lower Valley Road
Atglen, PA 19310
610-593-1777
www.schifferbooks.com

Specialty Press

39966 Grand Ave.

North Branch, MN 55056
651-277-1400

www.specialtypress.com

Squadron Mail Order
1115 Crowley Drive
Carrollton, TX 75011-5010
877-414-0434
www.squadron.com

Squadron/Signal Publications
1115 Crowley Drive
Carrollton, TX 75011-5010
877-414-0434
www.squadron.com

Stevens International
P.O.Box 126

706 N. White Horse Pike
Magnolia, NJ 08049
856-435-1555

Tamiya America, Inc.

2 Orion

Aliso Viejo, CA 92656-4200
800-826-4922

WWW.tamiyausa.com

VectorCut

8 Ethelridge Road
White Plains, NY 10605
VectorCut.com

wm
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Complete Source for

 Figures

* Models

* Hobby Supplies

* Books & Magazines
from around the world

* Specializing in 1:72
Scale Armor Modeling

ALWAYS 20% OFF

Visit us at |

or at our retail store
1400 E. 11 Mile Road Royal Oak, MI 48067
USA

248-586-1022 - info@michtoy.com

The Dromedary

Specialists in the Age of Sdi

We hav‘ rapidly become the largest com-
pany in the United States which is solely

avoted to providing only the materials
required by the Model Ship Builder.

* Only full service firm
for the ship modeler

* A complete line of books,
tools, rigging and fittings

Kits from the U.S., including

Visa & MasterCard Accepted.

January 2007 www.finescale.com 11



M & Models

Phone/Fa

New Products

1/400 Detail Sets

Finemolds 1/48 e i ~

o R, Biher ek PR Jupiter “C”

Y e [NO. 1819,

$16. Special

** Available Edition: 50
s Years of

e
; “‘ | J“piter"C“ Revell. From

) “We -
The Rocket That Revell AG
\ Launched >y
JAmerica’s First Satellite I\L”\ k‘”

Visa/Mastercard Accepted

1 - Queen Mary 2 photoetched brass for Revell /
Imrle/RlSley Germany, No. GMM 400-9, $42. From Gold

Miniatures Medal Models.

Dept. FM, 831 Rte. 67, Bldg.5
Ballston Spa, NY 12020

MILITARY FIGURES

acturer of

Years of Revell

The World in ¥

Germany.

50

54mm
pewter




1/25 Scale Kits

show 'n’ go nostalgic series. From AMT/Ertl,
available from RC2 Ertl Company.

evy’ Nomad' 2'n1

1.8 Scate / Encala / Echese + Ages 10 4 Up/ Eades 10 y mas / A parte s 10 v + Sai/ Nivel e sprsd / Novews 2

#24 Dupont Jeff Gordon 2006 Monte Carlo S,
i No.85-2028, $16.75. DuPont Motorsports.
i From Revell-Monogram.

Other Scale Kits
’ 1959 FORD

FAINLANE 50O SKYLINER
with RETRACTABLE TO®

1956 Chevy Nomad 2 ‘n 1, No. 85-2892,
$16.75. California Wheels. From Revell-
Monogram.

1971 Plymouth Duster, No. 38456, $12.95.
From AMT/Ertl, available from RC2 Ertl

Company.

1/24 Scale Kits

_Mercedes-Benz SLR McLaren

Mercedes-Benz SLR McLaren, No. 24290, $59.
From Tamiya America, Inc.

i 1959 Ford Fairlane 500 Skyliner with retractable
top, No. H1227, $16. Special Edition: 50

i Years of Revell. From Revell AG/Revell
Germany.

. JEFF GORDON.
IPONT zmmmau.n;

1524 Scate / Eucaia / Gonete < Ages 17 8 U/ Ectades 12y mbs /A part ¢ 12 #vs + Skl / Nived G aptid / Noveses

: Wonder Putty two-part epoxy, No. 2006, $9.95.
{ Also available in 60z packaging for $14.95.

{ From The Alchemy Works.

 Repliscale molding material, No. 2007, $12.95. .
i From The Alchemy Works.

scale hardware
YOUR ONLINE SOURCE FOR SMALL PARTS

o Miniatiere hex bolts and nists... brass and stainless steel
o Simdated micro fasteners... hex and square head
« Incredible miniature brass rivets...

SECURE ONLINF ORDERING VISAMC AMEX

www.scalehardware.com

U.S.S. ARIZONA MODELERS

Gold Medal Models has the ultimate pho-
toetched superdetail sets for builders of both
Revell’s classic 1/429 kit and Banner's new 1/350
kit of the battleship U.S.S. Arizona. Parts for
1930s &1941 versions. From selected dealers
or direct. For the latest catalog, send:
SASE and $1 to: GMM/Ships,
P.O. Box 670 * Lopez Island, WA 98261 USA
Visit us on the web at: www.goldmm.com

#72001 Curtiss JN-4A/D
#72002 Curtiss N-9H
#72006 Curtiss P-6E
#72009 Douglas XSB2D-1
#72010 Douglas BTD-1
#72011 Douglas XBTD-2
#72017 P58 Chain Lightning #R72014 EDO XOSE-1

#71018 XP58 (Gunnery Proto.) #R72015 EDO 0SE-1

#R72001 Wright Martin Leoning M-8  #R72016 EDO 0SE-2

#R72002 Wright Martin Loening M-8-1  #R72017 Lockheed XP-58
#R72003 Leening LS-1 #R72018 Lockheed XP-58 Gunnery
#R72004 Curtiss P-1A #R72019 Curtiss XP-87

#R72005 Curtiss F6C-2 #R72020 Curtiss XF-87

#R72006 Curtiss F6C-3 Floats #R72021 Curtiss Hawk P1B
#R2007 Curtiss XF15C-1 (Early) #R72022 Curtiss Hawk F6C-4

#R72008 Curtiss XF15C-1 (Late)
#R2009 Douglas XSB2X-1
#R72010 Douglas BTD-1

#R72011 Douglas XBTD-2
#R72012 Blohm & Voss HA. 137-V5
#R72013 Blohm & Voss HA. 137-V2

Gremlin Models

#0335 Cessna 335 #0501 Utva Aero 3

#0401 Cessna 401 #0500 Ikarus S-49A

#0402B Cessna 4028 #0501 Utva Aero 3

#0402C Cessna Business Liner #205 Piper Cheyenne IIXL
#0404 Cessna Titan #0503 Piper Cheyenne Il

#0406 Cessna Caravan #0504 Piper Cheyenne

#0411 Cessna 411 #0505 Piper Pressurized Navajo
#0414 Cessna Chancellor #0506 Piper Mojave

#0421 Cessna Golden Eagle #0507 Piper Cheyenne lll
#0500 lkarus S-49A #0509 Piper Cheyenne 400LS

Barb and Jerry Bindus
117 E. Chicago Blvd.
Tecumseh, MI 49286

Shop: 517/423-3684

Fax: 734/761-3212

Web: www.jbarhobbies.com

Hours: Tuesday — Saturday
10:00am - 5:00pm
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New Products |

BOOKSHELF

Modelling
Modelling Fallschirmjiger
Fallschirmjéger Figures Figures,

$18.95, by

Jaume Ortiz Forns & Daniel Alionsea Romero

Comurens wtans Ropert Goner

Jaume Ortiz
Forns, Daniel
Alfonsea
Romero, soft-
cover, 80
pages, 226
color photos,
five black-
and-white
photos. From Osprey Pubhshmg

The 365th Fighter Squadron in World War I,

all black-and-white photos. From Schiffer
Publishing.

German Fighter
Ace Werner
Malders - illus-
trated biogra-
phy, $49.95,
by Ernst
Obermaier
and Werner
Held, hard-
cover, 230
pages, all
black-and-
white photos.

From Schiffer Publishing.

German Fighter Ace Walter Nowotny - illustrated
biography, $45, by Werner Held, hardcover,
166 pages, all black-and-white black photos.
From Schiffer Publishing.

Battle Colors: Insignia and Aircraft Markings of
the Eighth Air Force in WWII, Volume II, $45, by
Werner Held, hardcover, 144 pages, all color
photos. From Schiffer Publishing.

50 Model Rocket Projects for the Evil Genius,
$24.95, by Gavin D.J. Harper, softcover, 198
pages, all black-and-white photos. From
McGraw-Hill.

The Pineapple

Harbor to
Tokyo, $59.95,
by John W.
Lambert,

| pages, all

™l black-and-

| white photos.
From Schiffer
Publishing.

14 FineScale Modeler January 2007

photos From Schiffer Publishing.

photos From Specialty Press.
$59.95, by Kent Miller, hardcover, 200 pages, |

Air Force: Pearl

hardcover, 214 i

The 8th Air Force: Victory and Sacrifice (WWII

plmo history), $39.95, by John W. Lambert,

hardcover, 160 pages, all black-and-white

Messerschmitt
Me 264
Amerika

| Bomber,
$36.95, by
Robert

AMERIKA IOMUII
atlantic Bomber

IMESSERSCHMITT Mo 268 = .

Eddie Creek,

The Luftwaffe’s Lost Tra

pages, few
i color photos,
8| 200 black-
J and-white

i Transporter
Volume 1,
& $29.95, by

softcover, 96
: [RE———
LUFTWAFFE
TRANspony Se— A color

Bt 2rtwork, 200
black-and-
white photos.
4 From
Specialty
Press.

UNITS

 Transporter Volume 2, $29.95, by Martin Pegg, |
{ softcover, 96 pages, color artwork, 200 black-
i and-white photos. From Specialty Press. :

Marines on the
Ground:

Freedom 1,
$12, by
Gordon
Arthur, soft-
cover, 48
pages, mostly
color photos.
From Dragon
Models USA
z Bl Inc.
*Journal of Armored Assault Heliborne Warfare,

Vol. 16, $17, by Gordon Arthur, softcover, 48

| pages, mostly color photos. From Dragon

i Models USA Inc.

. Modelling the U.S. Army M4 (75mm) Sherman

i Medium Tank, $18.95, by Steven Zaloga, soft-

i cover, 80 pages, 188 color photos. From

Osprcv Publishing.

hardcover, 128

XTIPower

: Uniforms & Equipment of the Italian Armed Forces |
i in World War I - a study in period photographs,
i $69.95, by Dr. Spencer Anthony Coil, hard- |
{ cover, 432 pages, all black-and-white photos. |
From Schiffer Publishing.

# Martin Pegg,

Operation Iragi

Armour Modelling, $35, by John Prigent, hard-
i cover, 192 pages, all color photos and illus-
trations. From Osprey Publishing.

Testing Top
Guns, No.
MC232,
$36.95, by
Jamie Hunter,
softcover, 160
pages, 375
color photos.
From
Specialty
Press.

n Air Power
Modelling
Volune 1, $13,
softcover,
color profiles
by Richard J.
Caruana and
Mihalis
Solanakis,
drawings by
Vicenzo
Auletta, 68
pages, 120

Modelling

gy rr—— re———

! color photos, 30 color profiles and drawings.
From Periscopio Publications, available from

i Squadron/Signal Publications.

Panzerkamp-
fwagen [Il
Sd.Kfz. 141,
$15, softcover,
120 full color
photos, 13
color profiles
and 26 color
3D plates by
Manuelle

f Villa. From
Periscopio
Publications,

Photo Gallery

. prilhl“:‘d ”l

available from Squadron/Signal Publications.



Lt. J.G. Merly W. Davenport’s “Lonesome Polecat”
was one of the VF-17 “Jolly Rogers” Corsairs

" based at Bougainville in the tropical South Paific.
Carmine’s weathering matches that seen in photos
of this unit’s aircraft. Carmine Mari photos.

Brush-painting
a war-weary
Corsair

Itﬁli’dn mOdeler | We're about to shatter some modeling conventions. First one is “you can't improve a

Tamiya kit,” and second “you can't make a great model without an airbrush.” The modeler

details and

Weathers | scale Tamiya F4U-1A Corsair, adds even more detail, and then hand brushes an incredi-
. )
Tamlya s bent- | ble weathered paint job that rivals any achieved with an airbrush.
Wlng bll'd | Carmine sent us hundreds of photos of his Corsair project, so we've distilled them fo

doing the shattering is Carmine Mari of Salerno, Italy. Carmine takes the excellent 1/48

show readers all the amazing work he's done. Follow along and discover his techniques.

By Paul Boyer | You're sure to find ideas to apply to any model - Tamiya kit or nof!



|1/48 Scale | Aircraft | How-to




The completed engine is attached to the firewall ~ Carmine painted the propeller and weathered it The option of open cowl flaps invited more detail,
on the fuselage. with the appropriate scuffing and wear of a com-  so Carmine made the actuators with copper wire
bat machine. and bits of styrene.

The insides of the cowl flaps were painted and Carmine improved the engine exhaust pipes by The new pipes are installed on the model (over-
given an oil-paint wash to add visual depth. making new ones from bored-out plastic sprue. painted in white. The kit’s original pipes (in gray)
are shown in comparison.

To simulate the ever-present sandy mud of The tires are now painted and weathered, looking  The tail-wheel well was painted interior green,
Bougainville, Carmine smeared filler putty on the pretty grungy. then washed with dark gray oil paint.
kit tires and allowed it to dry.







Look closely now, as Carmine starts the overall painting process = without  The second color is the intermediate blue under the folding portions of the
an airbrush! He hand brushes several coats of Humbrol enamels with a small ~ wings and the fuselage sides.
flat brush. The first coat usually looks awful, but it’s only a start.

.‘-
‘. L -.i.-,..ny.- " L '4 1

Adding a few drops of thinser to o capful of On goes the non-specular sea blu for the upper  Carmine outlines the sea blue areas of the fuse-
enamel is enough to help the paint spread evenly  surfaces of the wings and fuselage. luge, then goes back and back fills to the outlines.
with a brush.

1 8

All the base colors are now on the model. Carmine brushed on clear gloss to ~ With the markings applied from Eagle Strike sheet No. 48-093, the model is
aid in decaling and weathering. ready for the extreme weathering process.

5

First up is a dark gray enamel wash to enhance the panel lines. It won’t Wiping away the excess wash reveals the much better appearance of the
look this messy for long. Carmine makes washes that are 90 percent thin- accented panel lines. Carmine advises modelers to take their time in the
ner, 10 percent color. weathering process.
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A lighter gray wash adorns the dark upper surface colors. Areas dirtied with
pastel chalk dust start to make the airplane look realistically used.

The bottom gets lots of grime. ote the smears at the aileron hing points
and gun smoke stains around the shell-ejector ports.

P P “’:‘57?1 ; :"d
Careful, localized applications of oil washes build up the grime and fluid Corsairs typically showed stains coming from the fuel filler hatch in front of
stains. the windscreen, so Carmine made sure this old fighter showed them.

. A close up f the finished model’s cockpit illus-
trates comparable wear inside and out.

With added detail, dropped flaps, and dirty finish,
Carmine’s Tamiya Corsair looks perfect on an air-
field diorama base. Fsm
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John Vojtech talks with FSM about his

Showcose - Nationals-winning B-2 stealth bomber

Photos by Jim Forbes

John spent years collecting reference material before
modifying and detailing Testor’s 1/72 scale B-2 kit.

WARNING!
NO

CAMERAS

Up-close admirers were treated to a good dose of John's sense of humor.

M y dream of building a B-2 stealth bomber started years  pleased to see. I also knew it would please people. I knew this

ago when Testor’s kit first arrived on the market. I project wasn't going to be easy, but still I decided to see it through
thought it would be a very enjoyable project, but I was to the end.

frustrated when I started my research. At the time, the B-2 was The Testor's kit is a tough place to start for a project like this.

still extremely classified, and I really couldn't find any good pic- The model has lots of fit problems, and there are inaccuracies,
tures or drawings of it. That’s when I headed in another direction  too. After studying the kit parts thoroughly, I decided to use just
and decided to build my AC-130 Hercules. The AC-130 took the fuselage and wing, which still weren't totally accurate. I'd

me almost five years to finish, and after this time-consuming make the rest of the details from scratch.
project was finished, I again decided to restart my B-2 model. The first thing I did was scrape off all the panel lines and
I had immense determination to build the B-2.1t’s such a rescribe them. I also added rivet detail in a few areas.
beautiful airplane, and I wanted to build something no one had From the time I first thought of the project, I collected every
ever seen in a contest; something everyone would really be drawing, picture, and diagram of the B-2 I could find. With

22 FineScale Modeler January 2007
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One of the biggest challenges for John was making sure the finished model would be dead-level on its landing gear despite its massive wingspan.

enough reference material in hand, I decided to open up the air-
plane as much as I could. T cut out all the flaps, the tail surface,
the cockpit hatch, the crew door, the space for the engine, the
space for air intake, the antennas, space for the radar unit, the
weapons bay, the space for the wheels (front and back), the
exhaust, the navigation sensor, and the doors. With the model
opened up, I would have a lot of scratchbuilding ahead of me.

.....




Showcase

John utilized a long list of references when he added the
B-2’s paint. Several shades were airbrushed on, then weath-
ered with artist’s oil paints and pastels.




L it - S

% {

Much l the model’s detail is in the underside. The model’s open bomb bays have ultra-realistic plumb-
ing and wiring around their rotary launchers.

The model’s GE engines can be viewed through the intakes, exhausts, and
access panels John opened.

used aftermarket “Spirit of Missouri” decals.

vViien 1 ifushea tne projéct, 1 buut'a special gldss case with'a
middle shelf, so people could view the airplane from every angle.
The airplane has almost 2,000 parts, and I spent approximately
1,200 hours working on it. When I entered this airplane in the
2006 IPMS/USA National Convention in Kansas City, I was
surprised to win four awards: 1st Place in 1/72 scale aircraft, Best
Aircraft, the Special Theme Award for the 509th Bomb Wing,

To make his superdetailed cockpit more visible, John added a crew boarding
lodder and opened the pilot’s dorsal hatch. Standing over the model, you can
see through to the ground!

and the Popular Best of Show award.
1f makes me very happy that by spending my precious time
working on this plane, I've received awards and people’s approval.
Nothing makes me happier than to see people appreciate my
work. In the future, I will continue to work on airplanes, and
hopefully each of my projects will be a little better than my last.
FSM
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Bristling with weapons, the UD-4L dropship
made a brief but memorable appearance in
the 1986 science fiction movie “Aliens.”

DROPSHF

Accurizing a science fiction spaceship

by Pat Hawkey

planet LV-426 onboard a Utility Dropship UD-4L Cheyenne. A heavily armed troop and vehi-
cle transport, the UD-4L would be a formidable piece of equipment in most situations. For
anybody who has not seen the movie, lef's just say the Marines needed more firepower than

their dropship offered.

In the movie “Aliens,” a group of United States Colonial Marines landed on the surface of

26 FineScale Modeler January 2007






Doors made from sheet styrene and holes drilled to represent landing lights
further improve the undercarriage.

Tape applied o the tnnopynd headlights masks them in preparation for
painting.

Thin styrene shlms and super-glue fi ler i improve the fit of the canopy to the
dropship’s body.

Pat applies a “sludge wash” to the weapons pods to suggest more depth
between the missiles.

part of the skid is hinged but no piston is supplied, so I impro-
vised with one of the piston pieces intended for use if you were
building the belly ramp in the extended position, 4.

Halcyon omitted the small landing-gear doors on the forward
struts. I laid masking tape over the shallow depressions those
doors would cover when retracted and penciled in the outlines.
Transferring the tape to .010" sheet styrene, I cut along the pencil
outlines to make acceptable doors. I drilled out small holes in the
center of the larger doors to represent lights, 5.

It's the only way to be clear

The canopy had a slight texture, the framing was faint, and its fit
was imperfect. I dipped the canopy in Future floor wax to
enhance its clarity and prevent the clear part from being frosted
by fumes from the gap-filling super glue I used on the smaller
gaps. Where the gaps were significant, I created shims from thin
styrene strip, 6.

The headlights provided were unconvincing. I added blanking
pieces behind the openings and used white glue to attach four
matching lenses cut from clear, round sprue. Silver paint was
applied to the back of the lenses and a drop of Future to the
front. Instead of using the clear-styrene headlight covers pro-
vided, I wrapped clear packaging tape over them. I trimmed the

28 FineScale Modeler January 2007

tape at the nearest panel lines and used the kit-supplied clear
covers as templates to cut tape masks placed exactly over the cut-
outs. With those pieces of tape in place and the canopy masked
off, it was off to the paint shop, 7.

Future camo

The UD-4Ls color scheme was overall olive drab with black
leading edges. I mixed Testors gloss green, brown, and tan and
sprayed the exterior with this color. I added black and brown to
the base shade to darken it, then scribbled this new color around
to break up the flat appearance. After mixing another slightly
greener shade, I applied blotches here and there to suggest
touched-up areas.

The big rear weapons pods feature missile warheads protrud-
ing slightly from their tubes. Rather than try to paint these indi-
vidually, I painted the entire area a gloss light radome tan. Next, I
applied an acrylic black “sludge wash” which filled in all the low
areas around the warheads, 8.

When this dried, I repeated the wash to make sure things
were good and dark. Using a moistened cotton swab, it was easy
to remove errant black wash from the warheads. Finally, I went in
with a fine paintbrush and some flat olive drab and carefully
dabbed in the areas between the warheads.




Careful trimming removes excess carrier film from the large decals on the
dropship’s tail plane. to avoid silvering.

Using teezers, Pat peels away excess clear film from the center of a decal

A little attention to detail improved Halcyon’s
dropship, which now looks ready for a stand-
up fight or “just another bug hunt.”

Finishing touches Marine “used-and-abused” look. Between the streaking and the
I was apprehensive about the decal sheet; b wweall ~wimend e Sl S O BT gk I D, SRR, It ey, 1St S
FSM
10
\liens
Aliens: Colonial Marines Technical Manual,

04 cockpit details
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Making

- the Scene -

»
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N b

Basics for building dioramas
Modeling by Scott T. Hards

reat modelers can make it look easy. Fortunately for the rest of us, some-
times it really is easy — not to mention fun.
Naturally, we all want to build the best, most accurate models we can.
We strive to make each model a little better than the last.
But they don't all have to be masterpieces. And sometimes the best way to take
your modeling to the next skill level is to experiment. Necessity may be a mother

of invention, but so is goofing around.



11/35 Scale | Diorama | How-to

With plan in hand, Scott’s off to the store for
materials. A thin, easy-to-saw sheet of plywood
will be the base; trim molding will frame it. Scott
also picked up a couple sheets of styrene foam to
serve as bedrock for the terrain.

Before building a diorama, think it through. Making a rough sketch
helps clarify the concepts and fix them in physical space.

o

Shopping in Tokyo, Scott chose Dufix for ground-
work material. An American product with similar
properties would be Durham’s Water Putty, which
can be mixed with water to form a batter that's

I 40 i
C-. s - ady

ommon household items can come into play, such
as this strainer (later used for sprinkling soil).
1 Scott's expert advice is to stay on the good side

of housemates: “Don’t use your wife’s or moth-
Modeler Scott T. Hards, with help from friends Naoki Nakamine and Masahiro Doi, built a 1/35 er’s kitchenware,” he says.

scale scene from the savage battle for Saint-Lé during the Allied breakout from Normandy. Featured
in the display are a Tamiya M4 Sherman, Modelkasten PaK 40 gun, and Verlinden wall and foliage.
The skewed telephone pole is a refugee from an ltaleri set.

You could spend days, weeks, perhaps shoulder and pick up the basic steps to
even months building the [w:'i{n'i display building a display base for almost any
base for a model. Or it could be a just sort of model.
for-fun weekend project. That’s what A project like this can be a lively way
modeler Scort [ Hards had in mind ____ to oct kids involved (appui iz pinnsinoed =%
when he decided to throw together a and protected according to the ingredi- Back from the store, Scott goes to work on the
1/35 scale diorama using some extant ents, of course). Or you can just while frame for the base. He uses a fine-toothed saw
models and materials you could pick up away some time with a low-pressure, guided by a miter box to bevel the corners,
in one trip to your local hobby shop or relaxing project — which really is the big ensuring they’re square.
hardware store. Sure, Scott’s one of those  idea. If you find yourself too much
advanced modelers who make it look caught up in the pursuit of perfection,
easy. But here’s a chance to look over his take a break and have some fun! Fsm
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Scott glued the frame and base together, filling Gaps and nicks in the wood can be filled with After the frame dries, Scott builds a styrene-foom
gaps with putty. Epoxy is fast and strong, but putty, but putty (or stray glue) won't take stain.  bedrock foundation for the groundwork. A keen
wood glue gives you more fime to square the You can repair a spot like this by sanding off the knife is the best way to get quick, smooth cuts.
corners and clamp the frame. After gluing, Scott  glue, painting the spot to match the stain, or However, these foam steps will be smoothed
brushes on an oil-based stain. Let the frame dry  blending it in with a furniture-repair product such  when the groundwork is poured.

on a level surface so it won't twist. as Old English Scratch Cover.

After cutting the foum to the desired slms and layers, Scott glues it in Things are about to get wet and sloppy: Scott protects the finish on the
place. Use a toothpick to verify the glue is set before proceeding. frame with masking tape.

N\

Remember that advice about preserving domestic  Spread the plaster with a trowel or spatula. If Before the groundwork dries, Scott sifts finely
peace? Scott thoroughly mixes the groundwork you're using Durham’s Water Putty, you have powdered soil on the still-moist surface. Tip: If
material in a clean, disposable container. Use a about 20 minutes before it sets up, and 45 min-  you want a smoother surface (or your ground-
good piece of Tupperware for this and you'll utes before it becomes rock-hard. Durham’s work dries too fast), you can finish with a layer
never get out of the kitchen alive. instructions suggest adding a little milk or vinegar  of premixed spackle; add a dash of white glue to

to slow the cure, giving you more time to work. the spackle to improve adhesion.
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Still modeling against the dud(, Scott uml friends work together to embed
pebbles, stones, bricks, etc.

Let your fingers do the lnmistplng to gt realistic groundwork. A gentle,
sweeping touch works best.

ut;on pmsad mldts into the still-pliable sudoce. He used spare md
links to avoid mucking up the finished model.




While everything on the groundwork was drying, Scott turned his attention  This Modelkasten PaK 40 white-metal kit suffered cruel modification before
to painting a tank crew mustered from his spares. being painted and weathered.

—

Local color: Scott painted the groundwork with Tamiya flat eunh,desen yel-  Like the kits, the wall and other major elements of the dioroma were
low, red brown, and flat black. painted before placement.

The grass was airbrushed with a mixture of olive green and des yelhw, After painting, Scott carefully removed the masking tape im the base.
then dry-brushed with lighter shades of the same to accentuate detail. Stay close and go slowly to avoid marring the frame.
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Scott planted Verlinden shrubbery in a styrene
foam painting stand and sprayed it from above.

[ pr

While the painted foliage was still wet, Scott The vegetation looked sparse for July in France,
rolled it in “scenery powder.”

& ] il _' y
The trees are transplanted in holes Scott dug out
with a pin vise.

so Scott added more branches and leaves.

A generous dab ilue at the base of the trunk Scott drilled a hole in the base, pushed a bolt
ensures the tree is firmly rooted. through, and secured the Sherman with a nut.

Project at a Glance

Kits and pieces: Tamiya M4 Sherman; Modelkasten
PaK 40; Verlinden wall and foliage; Italeri telephone
pole; tank crew figures.

Materials and tools: Plywood sheet; trim molding;
miter box; fine-toothed saw; wood stain; filler putty;
Dufix (try Durham’s Water Putty); premixed spackle;
styrene foam; trowel or spatula; hobby knife; white
glue; wood glue (or epoxy); masking tape; disposable
mixing containers; strainer; soil, pebbles, etc.; static
grass; power drill; pin vise; brushes; Liquitex matte
medium; Tamiya acrylic paints.

The results: Victorious Allied forces break out from Normandy, and Scott and
his friends have a ball making a diorama base that lends life to a static
model. Try some of the techniques for yourself and you’ll have a ball, too!

Scott T. Hards is owner and president of Hobbylink Japan, Ltd.
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Fortress. He modeled his war-weary B;l7G after
“Stingy,” which flew 25 missions with its original

crew.

4 Robert J. Helbling

- Windham, New Hampshire

This USS Horace Binney serves as a tribute to
Robert’s father-in-law, who survived the torpedo
attack that sank the ship in the Mediterranean on
VE Day after WWII had officially ended. Based on -
the 1/192 scale Bluejacket Liberty Ship, it’s the first
wooden ship Robert built.

5 Brian Redpc




Reader Gallery |

n 6 Karl Logan
Auburn, New York
Karl built Monogram’s 1/80 scale Cutty Sark straight
out of the box. The model took first place in the
“Oars and Sails” category at the 2005 SyrCon in
Syracuse, N.Y. The Cutty Sark, launched in 1869, is
preserved in dry dock at Greenwich, England.

7 Walter Oetzell

Northridge, California

Walter completed Williams Brothers’1/32 scale Gee
Bee R-1 out of the box, though he did add 1/64-inch
black tape to the red scalloped edges. The little air-
craft was flown to victory by Jimmy Doolittle in the
1932 National Air Races.

8 Kurt Finger
Kingsley, Western Australia
Dressed in a temporary winter color scheme, Revell-




Monogram’s ProModeler 1/48 scale Ju 87R-2 Stuka
is modeled for the Eastern Front in 1941. Kurt had
the call-sign decal custom-made.

9 Edward Angel

Lompoc, California

Tamiya’s 1/20 scale Lotus 78 looks race-ready
straight from the box. The Lotus 78 helped pioneer
the ground-effect phenomenon in Formula 1 racing.

10 Philippe Dorland

Pointe-Claire, Quebec, Canada

Philippe’s experience building Dragon’s 1/35 scale
Panther was full of firsts. It was his first time using an
airbrush, and his first effort at multicolored camou-
flage. Also, it’s only his fifth tank build, and the sec-

ond with Zimmerit.
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m 11 Chuck Stewart

Muskegan, Michigan

Chuck’s 1/72 scale Antonov An-2V Colt Floatplane
from Trumpeter depicts a modern-day sightseeing
and charter aircraft with high-visibility paint. Other
modifications include a detailed engine, opened
intake scoops, and wing-bracing wires.

12 Darrell Burris

Galax, Virginia

Darrell outfitted Tamiya’s 1/35 scale JGSDF light
armored vehicle with “what-if " Israeli markings after
a friend saw a few of the Japanese vehicles in Iraq.
Aboard is Verlinden’s IDF vehicle stowage set.



13 Mike Mikolasek
Surrey, British Columbia, Canada

Even though Mike says Tamiya’s de Havilland
Mosquito FB Mk.VI kit was a joy to build, he still
added 25 scratchbuilt improvements.

14 Richard Preisner
Melmena Curaden -
Richard’s 1/16 scale Tiger I looks as if it's sitting out-
side Leningrad during the winter of 1942-43. The
building. carriage, ammo boxes, and crates were
scratchbuilt from wood tiles. The figures are from
Tamiya and Dragon.

15 Lars Orloff

Chula Vista, California

Hasegawa based its VF-1] jet on the anime series
Macross. Lars built and decaled the kit straight from
the box and used Model Master and Metalizer
paints.

January
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FSM attended the annual IPMS/USA

National Convention in Kansas City,

Missoust ixiiugust. Matfthew Usher and
Paul Boyer captured some of hundreds
of models. For more show coverage,
check out Great Scale Modeling 2007.

1 Jim Triola

Kansas City, Missouri

A Black Box cockpit detail set finishes Trumpeter’s
1/32 scale Sukhoi Su-27 Flanker B. Developed in the
1980s, the Su-27 flies mostly air superiority missions
but is capable of almost any combat operation.

2 John Aiello

Harrison Township, Michigan

John painted FineMold’s 1/72 scale TIE Fighter
with Tamiya acrylics and a Polly Scale wash. A love of
“Star Wars” combined with a well-crafted kit
prompted John to build the Twin Ion Engine craft.

Check out Great Scale Modeling 2007 for more
images from the IPMS/USA National
Convention and around the world. To order, visit
wwuw.finescale.com or call §00-533-6644.




3 James Corley

Marietta, Georgia

You might think James’ 1/144 scale NR-1 USN
nuclear-powered research sub has been cruising the
oceans for a while based on the streaking he added to
representing flow wear. The Pit Road/Combat Subs
model was built straight from the box.

4 Ed Kinney

Canton, Ohio

Ed built this resting CH-53E Super Stallion out of
the box. The 1/48 scale Academy kit is marked to
represent a chopper used by the U.S. Marines during
Operation Iragi Freedom.

5 Brian Stanley

Glenwood, lowa

Tamiya’s 1/35 scale Marder III is crewed by Warrior
figures and drives on ModelKasten tracks. Brian’s
Marder resembles one from the “LAH” SS Division
during the 1943 Kharkov offensive.
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PrOfl |e ’ Modeling as art with Kevin Kuster

tors. As a photographer, art aficionado, and born-again
modeler, his perspective on the hobby combines fresh ideas
and traditional interests.

Now 37, Kevin attempted his first model when he was just 4
years old. “Modeling was a great way to spend time with my
father,” he says. “I used to glue things together while he built
models.”

Kevin remembers when he and his dad would take trips to the
large Squadron Shop in his native New York City. Then, when
his family moved to Chicago, they visited Illinois’ Squadron Shop
where Kevin first saw Shep Paine’s dioramas, which served as an

Kevin Kuster is one of FineScale Modeler's newest contribu-
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“enormous inspiration” to him.

Though Kevin hopes to one day share the hobby with his own
son, at the moment, he is more concerned with keeping the frag-
ile models away from the curious 2-year-old.

Kevin stumbled upon the typical roadblocks of a modeler; as
he got older, life took time away from the hobby. Just a few years
ago, his wife encouraged him back into modeling by giving him
some kits as stocking-stuffers.

Kevin has noticed some changes in the hobby since he’s
returned from his modeling hiatus. The first is how easy it is to
find and share information about the subject. Second, he notes
the ever-increasing number of aftermarket parts, which relates to



By Amanda Bothe

After tiring of drab German armor camouflage, Kevin took to modeling the more colorful
1/48 scale WWI aircraft. Selections from his collection include: Franz Buchner’s Fokker

D.VII from Edvard, ...

3 1 AN

%’%\Q\

... Ernst Udet’s Fokker D.VII from Roden, ...
Backdate an early Vietnam F-105
Improve the lassic Apollo Saturn V rocket kit

FMI Incredible Great Lokes circrof corrier
| In April 2006, Kevin demonstrated
| how to use Silly Putty as a masking
tool for Panzer camouflage. His
tank also appeared on the cover of
the issve.

... and Rudolf Berthold’s Pfalz from Eduard. Watch for the ebuary issue, in whih Kvi
demonstrates how to build Dragon’s 1/48 scale Fokker Dr.l.

they are at his dad’s workbench in Florida.
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When Kevin re-entered the hobby as an adult, he discovered an increased Panther straight out of the box, focusing on applying a great paint scheme
number of available aftermarket products. But, because he is more inter- instead.
ested in painting, he skipped the extra details and built Tamiya’s 1/35 scale

e

I's a boy! Kevin built Tamiya’s 1/35 scale Matilda his \ﬂh was after his soon-to-be-born baby. The Matilda is outfitted with scratchbuilt
expecting their child. Without knowing the gender of the baby, Kevin says sandbags and bedrolls and Accurate Armor stowage boxes.
he simply acted on a feeling and when he named the Matilda “Kaedin,”
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Kevin is thankful for his wife, Kerri, who is not only understanding about his
hobby, but is also encouraging. After hearing him talk about building a Tiger
I, she gave him his first three kits to get started again. Above are Kerri,
Kevin, and 2-year-old Kaedin.

With an enthusiastic and curious toddler in the house it’s hard to keep fin-
ished models on display, says Kevin. So he opts to safely store them in
transparent plastic bins.

his third observation — the high level of detail modelers are add-
ing to their kits.

Armor and World War I ai

jects. With these subjects come his least favorite steps of the

raft are Kevin's two favorite sub-

building process ... sanding road wheels and rigging aircraft. I
do get satisfaction out of rigging once it’s done,” he says. “It’s like
climbing a mountain.”

Kevin's backgrounds in art and modeling intertwine. “I build
to paint,” he says. “I approach the hobby more as artistic expres-
sion rather than historical documentation.” He further explained
that he tries to free himself of the burden of historical perfec-
tionism so he can create a work of art he enjoys.

Kevin can remember the moment he recognized the artistic
element of modeling. While modeling with his father, he was
sprinkling copious amounts of bright-green static grass on a
diorama when his father explained to him that grass is more than
one shade of green. Then, they went outside to study all the dif-
ferent colors of the grass.

Typically, no more than three projects are on Kevin's bench at
any given time. “I really tend to be a person who starts something
and finishes it,” he says. His wife can always tell when he’s stuck
on a particular project because she notices he spends less time at

Kevin's FineScale notoriety came after he demonstrated how to use fishnet
stockings to create a unique camouflage scheme on Tamiya’s 1/48 scale
Hetzer in the December 2005 issve.

the bench. He hypothesizes the reason some modelers have sev-
eral projects going at one time is because once they get stuck on
something, they’ll move on to a new project. He also confesses
his wife knows when he’s finished a model, too because he'll cer-
emoniously fly or roll it past to “shoot” at her.

As a born-again modeler, Kevin advises new hobbyists to
invest in new tools, such as an air compressor and airbrush. As a
professional photographer, Kevin advises aspiring camera savants
that soft, balanced light will always make a more pleasing photo-
graph than harsh light.

“I think it’s really important for modelers to share their
knowledge and joy of the hobby with others,” concludes Kevin.
“Modelers should try to bestow positive praise on other modelers
more often than critical critique.”

When Kevin isn't building, he can be found renovating old
buildings or spending time with his wife and son. Fsm
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detail here except a pilot figure on a seat.

Cookie added a “turtle deck” behind the cockpit using parts from a
Monogram F-84E and details of styrene and wire. This photo also shows
where he cut the nose to extend it 14 scale inches.

Cookie built a cockpit using odds and
ends, copper wire, and fuse wire for face-curtain pulls. The kit came with no

: i
¥ a2 il
3 s ‘4

The kit did not have a w for the nosewheel, so Cookie built it. Visible here
are the sections of Evergreen 4" C-section beam used to attach the shafts
for the nosewheel strut and retraction strut ot a later stage.

11/48 Scale | Aircraft | How-to

After painting the cockpit, Cookie reattached the nose using putty over sty-
rene to bridge the gap. The fuselage extension converts the kit-provided
F2H-1 into an F2H-2.

using a motor tool.

I discovered if I cut the body at the line of
rivets .10" forward of the wings, I could
extend the fuselage. After carefully
cementing the rear sections of the fuselage
together, I cut the nose off with a razor
saw. I cemented curved sections of .020"
sheet inside the rear edges of the nose sec-
tion to form the splice for the fuselage.
After that dried, I put two layers of .015"

The lust ior work done to ﬂle fuselage was to create a recessed well for
the Banshee’s tail hook. Cookie used a cutting burr on a motor tool to form
the recess before gluing in the hook. Always wear eye protection when

Cookie revised the wing center section with a fuselage bulkhead, engine
bulkheads, intake trunks and splitters, and engine fronts. The section of
.020" sheet glued to the top of the wing made it easier to center and get a

good fit when the wings were joined to the fuselage.

sheet .29" wide over the splice section to
form the basis of the plane’s outer skin. I
scratchbuilt a new cockpit, 1, and nose-
wheel well, 2.

I replaced the too-small kit canopy with
another I salvaged from a Monogram F-86
kit, cutting a new base section from .010"
sheet and cementing it to the sides of the
fuselage so the canopy could be blended

into the fuselage. I built the “turtle deck”
behind the pilot’s seat, 3, the gunsight,
cockpit coaming, and defroster vents. The
Sabre canopy was cemented together and
the detail on the windscreen section filed
off before it was sanded and polished.

I painted the cockpit before installing
it and joining the fuselage sections, 4. A
tail-hook well was also added, 5.
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see-through effect of the original kit.

Wings and engines

After shaping a bulkhead from .040"
sheet, I drilled out two large holes for the
engine compressor intakes. I had two
engine fronts in the spares box, and after
cementing sections of scrap behind the
holes I mounted them to the bulkhead.
Sections of .040" styrene line the intakes
and form the outer sections of the trunks;
I blended them into the wing with putty.

I cut a bulkhead for the forward part of
the wing and cemented short sections of
plastic behind it to form the fuselage sides.
I cut slots and used .015" sheet sections to
form the splitter plates, 6.

The exhausts are sections of %"
Evergreen tubing backed with .020" sheet.
The “bullet” shapes are tips from 1/72
scale Sparrow missiles, 7.

Before gluing the wing halves together,
I cut out the roof of the main gear wells
and cemented .020" sheet styrene over the

54 FineScale Modeler January 2007

A e-up of the engine exhaust on the :omplied model shows the
Sparrow missile tips Cookie used to detail the area. Styrene tubing backed
with pieces of sheet styrene completed the exhausts and blanked off the

Main wheel-well detail indudes .020" x .020" styrene strip with sections of
Evergreen 4" C-channel serving as mounts for the gear legs. Heavy struts
made from Contrail tubing with Plastruct styrene H-beam braces were
detailed with Grandt Line hex bolts and fitted into the model.

Cookie corrected the poorly positioned tip tanks by extending the mounting
slot .30" farther back on the tanks. After the fip tanks were attached to the
wings, the opening in front of the wing was filled with scrap styrene and

putty, then sanded smooth.

openings. After gluing the wing halves, I
thinned the edges and filled and rescribed
control-surface lines molded in the wrong
locations. I also corrected the position of

the tip tanks, 8.

Wheels and wells blues

I replaced the kit’s spindly landing gear
with legs made from Contrail tubing and
braces from Plastruct styrene H-beam,
detailing them with Grandt Line hex
bolts.

The wheels came from the same Sabre
that gave its canopy to the cause. They
were attached to highly modified
Monogram 1/72 scale F-105 wheel struts
cut to fit the Contrail struts and the nose-

wheel fork from a Monogram MiG-15, 9.

The nosewheel was done at the same
time but had a much more involved
retraction mechanism and steering gear,
all made from either tubing or scrap. I cut

This photo of the finished model shows the scratchbuilt nose gear and doors
Cookie made from styrene tubing and scrap. The nosewheel, as well as the
main gear wheels, were salvaged from a Monogram F-86 Sabre kit. The
replacements perfectly matched the dimensions of the original wheels.

doors from .010" sheet with .015" liners,
strip hinges, and braces, 10.

The kit's armament package is pure
1950s fantasy — not only do the eight
rockets and four 500-pound bombs repre-
sent twice the Banshee’s maximum load-
out, but Hawk reversed their locations!
The ordnance racks for the rockets were
in the right place, but I relocated the inner
bomb racks. I decided to go with two
bombs inboard and four 5" rockets on the
outer racks, 11.

The fit of the wings was improved by
cementing a strip of .020" sheet to the top
of the section, attaching it to the body.
But, it still needed a lot of putty.
attached a section of .005" sheet under the
wing/fuselage joint to form the tail-hook
door, 12.

I masked the canopy with strips of fris-
ket paper, then glued it in place with
Micro Kristal-Kleer. The last added details



I chose to model “Fox 107,” an aircraft
from VF-22 “Cavaliers” with CVG-4,
USS Lake Champlain, operating off Korea
in July 1953.

The wheel wells are

terior green, the

inside of the gear doors red. Testors

Metalizer was used on the engine exhaust

shrouds, Floquil old silver for the wing

and tail leading edges, and Floquil bright

tip-tank

silver on the engine fronts an

fronts. Floquil caboose red was used for
the squadron markings, and black was
applied to the wing walkways.

After everything else was masked off, ]
sprayed the entire model with Testors
non-specular sea blue, then overshot with
Future to provide a smooth base for decal-
ing. The kit’s decal sheet was supple-
mented with markings from several
aftermarket sheets plus Woodland Scenics
dry transfers.

I did not like the glossy finish and
reshot it with Testors Dullcote. That did
not work either, so I finally coated the
entire model with Floquil dust.

For a display base, I made a section of
Korean \\-’;u‘-\'int;lgc carrier dccking from
060" x % styrene strip and 1/48 scale
etched brass U.S. Navy carrier tie-down
strips from Tom's Modelworks. This was
added to a 6" x 9" plaque base, and it was
painted and weathered, including fluid
stains from leaks and drips. A couple
modern-era figures had their helmets
removed by a motor tool and were painted
to represent ordnance crewmen. Both the
figures and the Banshee were securely

B e et

“Ordnance is a go!” Cookie added figures and a base to his model, using the movie “The Bridges at
Toko-Ri” as a model for the carrier-deck crew uniforms.

attached to the base with .030" rod.

Even with several hundred new parts,
this model is full of seams, cracks, silvered
decals, few panel lines, and no hydraulic
lines. Photos I found later show where I
goofed on the upper-wing markings.

But I like it. It’s a labor of love and
nostalgia, and it looks a lot better than the
ones I built in 1953 and 1957! rsm

REFERENCES

FH/F2H Banshee in Action, Jim Mesko,
Squadron/Signal Publications, Carrollton,
Texas

Air War Over Koreq, Jim Mesko,
Squadron/Signal

USN/USMC Over Korea: U.S. Navy/
Marine Corps Air Operations Over Korea
1950-1953, Thomas E. Doll, Squadron/
Signal

SOURCES

Grandt Line hex bolts, Grandt Line
Products, 925-671-0143, www.grandtline.
com

Dry transfers, Woodland Scenics, 573-346-

5555, www.woodlandscenics.com
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Kit Classics | ByTom Graham

Tom displays the rare Revell Lockheed Eled a short-lived kit of a short-lived airliner.

Revell’s Lockheed Electra

L;)ckheed L-188 Electra passenger air-
iners first took to the skies in January
1959, carrying customers on medium-
range flights around the country. The
Electra, a big-bodied plane, flew on short,
stumpy wings that housed four massive
General Electric/Allison turboprop
engines. The engines spun their propellers
in impressive 14-foot arcs generating a
loud whine.

But, tragedy struck this passenger plane
early. In two separate incidents, Electras
plummeted to the earth when their wings
sheared off in midflight. The problem was
traced to a design flaw in the engine
mounts, and the defect was corrected.
Unfortunately, a damaged reputation and
the growing popularity of new pure-jet
airliners ended the Electra’s sales in the
civilian market, and production was halted
after 170 had been built.

However, Lockheed salvaged the
Electra program by developing the P-3
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Orion for the U.S. Navy. The first P-3s
entered service as antisubmarine aircraft
in 1962, and Lockheed continued to man-
ufacture Orions until 1990.

The history of Revell’s scale plastic ver-
sions of the aircraft closely parallels that of
the civilian and military history of
Lockheed’s real aircraft. The first Electra
kit (No. H-255) appeared in the 1958
Revell catalog.

The kit was molded in silver plastic,
had four dozen parts, and came with
Revell’s clear swivel stand. It did not come
with any clear parts for the windscreen,
and passenger windows were represented
with recessed squares molded in the fuse-
lage sides. Crew and passenger doors
could be built either open or closed.

The most prominent problem with the
Electra kit, from the perspective of today’s
modelers, is the fact it was created to fit
Revell’s standard box scale - approximately
1/115. So, it isn't consistent with any

modern-day scale models.

Soon after Lockheed began building
P-3 Orions, Revell retooled its Electra
mold to permanently convert it into a pro-
duction tool for the Orion (No. H-163).

The modified mold reflected the short-
ened forward fuselage and the sub-detec-
tion boom added to the tail. The nose
received the pointed radome, while the
underside of the fuselage bulged to repre-
sent the weapons bay. The shape of the
cockpit windows changed, and the square,
recessed passenger windows were filled in.
However, the spinners and propellers did
not change — they retained the Electras
squared-off prop instead of the rounded
tips of the P-3.

Revell’s decision to permanently alter
its molds turned the Electra airliner into a
limited-edition model, making the kit a
highly collectible classic worth as much as
$150. rsm



Reader Tips

Solutions and innovations

An inexpensive punch and real leaves produce realistic results for large-scale dioramas.

Punching leaves
You can make realistic maple leaves for
1/8 scale or larger dioramas using a leaf-
shaped punch available from craft stores.
Select real leaves as your raw material,
choosing recently fallen leaves that are still
flexible and slightly firm for best results.
Sprinkle on your diorama base and mist
with scenic cement to hold in place and
preserve the leaves. The punches come in
a variety of shapes and cost less than $5.

— Louis Armour

Tupelo, Miss.

Temporary glue
Rubber cement is a useful tool for attach-
ing pieces like canopies and cowls to a
model for painting, then later removing
them to continue construction. I've found
the best way to apply the adhesive is with
a little on a toothpick. After it’s dry, any
excess can be removed easily.
— Bob Bailey
Scott Depot, W.Va.

Crunchy or smooth?

When I'm using Celluclay to make a dis-
play base, I use a transparent, wide-
mouthed peanut-butter jar to mix the clay.
I put the Celluclay, water, and white glue
into the jar, seal the lid, and start shaking.
Within seconds the mixture will start to
hydrate and form into a ball — no muss, no
fuss. I like transparent jars because I can
see how the mixture is progressing. I also
prefer the one-pound jars for my projects
because I find it’s better to mix too little
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Celluclay than too much. If you do end up
with extra, you can add a little more water
to the mixture in the bottle to keep it pli-
able, place a sheet of plastic wrap over the
opening to seal the water in, and screw the
lid down for storage until you need the
remainder.

— Russell . Mitchell

Orlando, Fla.

Spackling mud
I have found an easy way to make mud for
armored vehicles. I simply use Spackling
paste, available at any hardware store. It
can be mixed with acrylic paint to get the
desired color, and it can be thinned with
water to get the desired consistency. Water
will rinse it out of the brush, too.
Depending on the consistency, it dries in
15 to 30 minutes.
— Harold A. Miller
Spakane Valley, Wash.

Sanding blocks
For those who do a lot of filling and sand-
ing, 3M makes Sandblasters, a series of
sanding blocks in grits from 60 to 320 and
measuring 1"x 2% x 3% The blocks have
flexible foam-rubber cores and are virtu-
ally uncloggable; sand for a while, then
bang them against the table to clean. I
haven’t had. to use sandpaper for more
than six months. They are sold at hard-
ware and home improvement stores in the
painting department for about $3.50 each.
— Richard J Strode
Springfield, Il

| Conducted by Aaron Skinner

Handy containers
If you eat Italian ice desserts, sold in gro-
cery stores in 6-oz. plastic cups, save the
cups and use them for paint mixes or to
store small parts and other useful model-
ing items. It is easy to save a lot of these
cups because they come in packages of six.
— Mark Swindle
Middleboro, Mass.

Future sight
I've noticed in photos that some gunsights
have a yellow tint. To achieve that look, I
take a small container (I use the cap from
the round container my replacement
blades come in) and add Future and a
couple drops of yellow food coloring.
After stirring, I test the tint on a scrap of
clear sprue and adjust it as needed. I dip
the sight in the mixture, dab it on a paper
towel to remove excess, then dip it again
to ensure good coverage. After it’s dry, I
paint the base of the sight.
— Jon Gardner
Excelsior Springs, Mo.

Conversion help
If you've ever been frustrated by calculat-
ing or converting scale dimensions,
Plastruct, Inc., has come to your rescue. Its
Web site has lots of tables to help you
convert or simply determine scales.
Go to: http://www.plastruct.com/
Pages/ConversionTables.html.
— Ed Robbeloth
Fort Walton Beach, Fla.

A clean getaway
I just saw Pat Hensley’s article on trans-
porting models in the October 2006 FSM.
My method is much less labor-intensive
than those of most other modelers. I use
dry-cleaning bags packed around my mod-
els in containers. The goal is to maximize
the area over which any jolt to the model is
spread, thus minimizing the impact on any
given piece. The ultra-lightweight bags
allow the model to float in the middle of
your container. With this method, the only
serious damage any of my models ever suf-
fered was when I left the room for a
moment and my cat decided the box
looked so comfortable that he jumped.in
(on top of a model) to take a nap!
— Jim Rotramel
Lexington Park, Md.



WorkbenCh ReVieWS | FSM evaluations of new kits on the market

ltaleri’'s ACH-47 A Chinook

he ACH-47A Chinook was the U.S.

Army’s attempt at a heavily armed heli-
copter to provide support for the AH-1
Cobra. Although successful, the need for
its transport and heavy-lifting capabilities
resulted in the termination of the project.

Italeri’s kit comes molded in olive-drab
plastic on five sprues. It comes with two
20mm guns, two multirocket rocket tubes,
five .50-caliber machine guns, and one
40mm grenade launcher in the nose. The
kit provides building options, too. The
forward part of the rear engine tower has
doors that can be built open or closed.
built mine closed; the engine inside isn't
terribly well detailed.

The side-entry door can be assembled
open or closed, but with the gun mount in
the door, I don't know why it would be
open, except maybe for maintenance pur-
poses. I posed it open just to utilize the
parts. The rear ramp is hinged, but with
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ACH-47A Chinook

Kit: No. 2647

Scale: 1/48

Manufacturer: ltaleri, from Model
Rectifier Corp., 732-225-2100,
www.modelrectifier.com

Price: $65

Comments: Injection-molded, 189

parts, decals
Pros: Good detail, clear instructions,
straightforward assembly

Cons: Some minor fit problems, flat-fin-
ish decals silvered slightly

the gun mount you'll want to pose it open
to see the gun setup on the ramp.

The kit comes with markings for three
different choppers, one from Aberdeen
Proving Ground and two that served in

Vietnam.

Assembly was fairly simple and
straightforward throughout. Steps 1 and
32 deal with the cockpit and cabin floor.

The overhead console in the cockpit is



Italeri’s Chinook includes two 20mm guns, two multirocket rocket tubes, five .50-caliber machine guns, and one
40mm grenade launcher in the nose.

molded in relief, but the center console
and instrument panel are decals. Decals
are also provided for the seat belts. Parts
19 and 20A will have to be filed down a
little before the cockpit glass will fit flush
with the main fuselage.

The “second skin” went together easily
and fit into the outer fuselage halves
nicely. The engine-pod assemblies left a
few gaps at the front and rear when
cemented to the fuselage. A little Micro
Kristal Klear in the seams and a quick
wipe with a damp cotton swab cleaned it
up nicely.

When assembling the fuselage bottom,
it’s best to cement one side at a time for
easier part alignment. Also you're sup-
posed to install the ramp at the same time,
trapping the hinges between the cabin
floor and fuselage bottom. I snipped off
the hinge pins so I could slip the assembly
in later. Without doing this it would be

flopping around for the rest of the assem-
bly, painting, and decaling process.

In step 16, you can assemble the for-
ward part of the rear engine compartment
open or closed. I chose the closed position,
but I had to shim the rear and bottom of
the door assembly to bring it up and out
so it would fit flush with the rest of the
engine compartment.

The rest of the assembly went off with-
out a hitch.

The decals had a flat appearance on the
decal sheet. They went on OK, but there
was a little silvering on a few of the decals.

Italeri’s Chinook is a fairly simple build
and it doesn't require a lot of room on the
shelf. Someone with a couple of years’
experience should not have a problem. It
took me about 30 hours to complete the
model — about right for a kit of this com-
plexity.

— Larry Schramm

Lookin’ out my back door: Posing the ramp open
helps show off the interior and rear gun.
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ragon Models’ M1A1 AIM is a new
kit using no parts from the company’s
earlier Abrams releases.

The kit’s well-detailed parts include
dozens of options allowing you to build just
about any M1A1 currently in service. Clear
parts are provided for periscopes, head and
taillights, and the clear hubcaps unique to
the M1A1, a first in any Abrams kit.
Dragon makes smart use of photoetched-
metal parts for items like engine deck and
turret basket screens. A turned-metal barrel
is also included. Decals are provided for
nine different vehicles, including eight
serving in Iraq. Paper “stickers” are used for
the turret-front IFF panels and a sheet of
printed paper provides several MRE boxes.
No figures are included.

The 19-step instruction diagrams are
crowded and care needs to taken ensuring
each step is completed. The instructions
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M1A1 AIM Abrams

Kit: No. 3535

Scale: 1/35

Manufacturer: Dragon, from Dragon
Models USA, 626-968-0322,
www.dragonmodelusa.com

Price: $41.95

Comments: Injection-molded, 693
parts (105 photoetched, 4 formed metal,
1 paper)

Pros: Accurate, very detailed, good use
of photoetch, many options and extras
included, anti-skid texture molded on

are vague about the location of some parts
and I needed reference photos to correctly
install them. Optional parts are included,
but the instructions are not clear about

Cons: Correct usage of opfional parts
not explained in instructions, many tiny
parts

which ones to use with which vehicles.
Photos of specific M1A1s will help.

I started assembly with the lower hull,
leaving off the running gear until the hull




received a base coat. I assembled most of
the upper hull but did not attach it to the
lower hull until the tracks were installed.

Assembly of the turret was problem-
free. The machine guns and rear turret
basket were left off until final assembly.
After painting the tank Tamiya’s NATO
green | installed the running gear. The
“Magic Tracks” required the removal of a
small sprue from each track link, and a
small ejector pin mark on the inside of
each link was easily removed with a sand-
ing stick. The links fit together snugly but
need to be glued; I built them like a set of
link-and-length tracks and painted them
before installation. I had a bit of trouble
getting the links to fit properly on the
drive sprockets.

The upper hull had a ridge under each
fender near the front preventing it from
fitting to the lower hull when the tracks

were in place. Once they were removed
everything fit fine.

The side shields are the most accurate
of any M1A1 yet. Once they were
installed I painted the camouflage colors
using paper masks to get a hard edge.
After the decals were applied, I washed
and dry-brushed the model before air-
brushing a very thin mixture of Tamiya
desert yellow to simulate dust.

It took 29 hours to build Dragon’s
Abrams. The finished kit matches exactly
the dimensions in Squadron/Signal’s M1
Abrams in Action.

This is the best kit yet of a present day
M1, but you'll need to be an experienced
modeler to get the best out of the kit due
to the large number of small parts. With
all of the extra goodies provided in the kit,
it is an exceptional value.

—/ohn Plzak

Dragon’s M1A1 has non-skid texture molded into its hull.
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PHANTOM - New York Pilot Boal, 1868
Length 13-1/2* / Height 13-1/2" / Scale 1/8" = 1'

Even if you've never built a model before, you can
build this beautiful pilot schooner. Kit includes a pre-
carved basswood hull, wooden parts, brass and cast
metal fittings, nylon rigging, clear plans & instructions.
(Wooden display base not included)
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eveloped by acrospace compaiics in

Germany, Italy, Spain, and the United
Kingdom, the Eurofighter Typhoon will
give these nations’ air forces a world-class
“swing role” aircraft well into the 21st cen-
tury. Current orders for the Typhoon have
exceeded 630 aircraft, with Austria being
the first export customer.

Revell Germany’s latest release of the
Typhoon marks the first time this fighter
has been kitted in 1/48 scale.

The kit comes molded in a light gray/
green plastic with sprues in individual
bags. Transparent parts were thin and
clear. However, the front canopy, molded
90 degrees from the sprue, had separated
in transit and had a fine crack at one of
the attachment points. Panel lines are
finely engraved, though the aft top fuse-
lage panel lines were not quite as fine as
those on the underside. The wheel wells
are realistically deep with plenty of detail.

The parts breakdown is conventional,
with the fuselage molded in halves, sepa-
rate fuselage spine, rear cockpit decking,
and separately molded wings. '

Eurofighter Typhoon

Kit: No. 04568

Scale: 1/48

Manufacturer: Revell Germany,
www.revell.de '

Price: $29

Comments: Injection-molded, 169
parts; decals for British (three RAF
squadrons), German, Austrian, ltalian,
or Spanish markings

Pros: Excellent molding and fit, great
selection of markings and ordnance,
multiple construction options

small, realistic stencils for both the aircraft
and ordnance.

Construction was straightforward,
though I found the instructions difficult to
follow. The drawings did not always clearly
place parts or indicate national options.

Cockpit detail was adequate, providing
the choice of painting the cockpit or using
decals for the side consoles and the instru-

Revell 2 EUROFIGHTER TYPHOON

Cons: Difficult iconic instructions, color
references for Revell paints only

duct before the duct goes into the fuselage.
However, I had no real complaint
about the kit until it was time to paint.
Revell Germany’s instructions are limited
to mixing Revell paints! So, it was off to
the Internet for research. I ended up using
Model Master British dark sea gray for
the main color and light ghost gray for the
radome and leading edges of the canards
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marines were essential to the 11.S,

Nawvy's \:"l"_“i’.'-‘“"\i on | anese shippi

he Pacitic du <v‘1\\wll Th
Gats has been on my “to-build” list for a
o time — and now Trumpeter has come

h with a fine 1/144 scale kit.

7"‘1'\\!‘&‘[1‘!'\‘:‘:" reaturces a st i\!\]f‘l‘f

ternal cvlinder with bulkheads, plus deck

mament, nne recessed }"HL‘ nnes, raised

and. Decals

nprise one set of USS Gazo marki

eld seams, and a displa

The 10-page instructi
(% thr ‘WLJ\ \i_\}':f

heads 'I\\X

lems; I glued the cvlinder and hull

ind set t

hat subassembly aside.

| filled ejection-pin marks on the con
h Mr. Surtacer. The

g tower (part A5

g tower halves wi

ront half of the cor

gaps on both sides that had to be

11 e 1 -

illed. | Criscope shears \h, A7) were
.

1ssembled .1‘\\1 painted separately beror

‘:\\‘ \f\‘.‘!“

r. When that

g tower, propeller

USS Gato SS-212 1941

Kit: No. 05905

Scale: 1/144

Manufacturer: Trumpeter, from
Stevens International, 856-435-1555
www. stevenshobby.com

Price: $42.99

Comments: Injection-molded, 121
parts, decals

Pros: Good detail, clear instructions
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evell Germany’s kit of the 1 J5'2M1,

the export version of the Soviet i
Union'’s leading main battle tank from the
1970s and '80s, features finely detailed hull
and turret, smoke dischargers, an NSVT
12.7mm machine gun, link-and-length
tracks, and separate turret hatches that can
be posed open. Markings are included for
three variants: East German, Finnish, and
Iragi. A set of early-pattern road wheels is
included but not used.

Three parts make up the hull which I
painted before installing the running gear
and tracks. The tracks are a little short,
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T-72M1

Kit: No. 03149

Scale: 1/72

Manufacturer: Revell Germany,
www.revell.de

Price: n/a

Comments: Injection-molded, 158
parts, decals

Pros: New mold, easy assembly, finely
detailed

Cons: Gaps in track assembly, hard-to-

fix seams on fuel drums, placement of the smoke dischargers ok precise



leaving gaps
on the bot-
tom. The
best way

to fix this

shortcom-

ing is to

leave the

gaps on top

out of sight

under the skirts. If

you plan on leaving

off the skirts, there is a

gap between the superstructure

and hull top that will need to be filled.
Revell has recreated the slight wave in

the side skirts. Mismatched seams on the

fuel drums were hard to clean up around
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everyone knows exactly how big a VW
Beetle is and can instantly make size comi-
parisons.

I spent a weekend building my VW
and had a great time with it. Modelers
who are used to handling a few small parts

should have no problems adding it to their

collection.
— Matthew Usher

Designed and built in Czechoslovakia,
the Panzer 38(t) earned its fame in
the German Army’s blitzkrieg assaults of
World War I1.

Tristar’s Panzer 38(t) Ausf G/
Panzerbefehlswagen 38(t) follows the
Hong Kong company’s Panzer 38(t) Ausf
E/F kit. The parts are beautifully molded
in light tan plastic. Highlights of the kit
include a fret of photoetched metal parts,
a partial interior, separate track links, a
working suspension, clear parts for the
vision blocks, and additional parts to build
the Panzerbefehlswagen command tank
variant. No figures are provided.

I started construction by building the
suspension units, drive, idler and road
wheels. The road wheels are built from
separate tire and wheel parts, helpful for
painting.

The lower hull is constructed from
numerous “flat” parts. It went together
smoothly and was quite sturdy when fin-
ished.

The design of the suspension makes it
fully articulated, usetul for the diorama
builder who wants to pose the tank in a
non-static position. The tracks are nicely
molded and designed to be clicked
together. | found their fit was not tight
enough to make them reliably workable
with the movable suspension. After the
tracks came apart several times while I was
installing them on the suspension,
decided to glue the tracks together as well
as gluing the suspension in a neutral posi-
tion. Leaving the fenders off until after
construction made installation of the
tracks easier.

A nice touch is separate parts for the
visors at the driver and hull machine gun-
ner positions, allowing them to be posed

()]‘L‘[l.
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PzKpfw 38(t) Ausf G

Kit: No. 35022

Scale: 1/35

Manufacturer: Tristar, from Model
Rectifier Corp., 732-225-2100,
www.modelrectifier.com

Price: $42

Comments: Injection-molded, 554
parts (51 photoetched), decals

Pros: Accurate model of a historically
significant subject, nice detail, working
suspension

Cons: Fit of click-together tracks not tight enough to be reliably workable

The turret went together easily. The
main gun and the machine guns feature

" hollow muzzles. Interior turret detail

includes seats and vision blocks inside the

commander’s cupola. When I tried to

install the turret on the hull, I found the

opening wasn't large enough. L liargéda
the hole with a sanding stick.

[ built the command tank. Tristar
includes extra stowage boxes and fenders
along with the frame aerial to model the
command variant.

I painted the kit with acrylics. Decals
printed by Cartograf are provided for

German, Hungarian, Slovak, and
Bulgarian tanks. They went on perfectly
over a gloss coat.

The MBI book Praga LT vz.38 Pz.

Kpfw. 38(t) was my primary reference.

It took 22 hours to complete my 38(t),
mulcrr 6t'tnar assethbnng'tnéwratks Hins
Tristar kit is accurate and easy to build;
intermediate modelers should have no
problems. It’s nice to have an up-to-date
kit of this historically important tank.

— Jim Zeske







