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Save over 23% when you subscribe quarterly!

Why subscribe...

M Stay up to date with the latest news, reviews, and price guides
M Get inspired by auctions, toy fair, and event reports

M Features on big-name brands
M Practical tips for buying, restoring, and displaying models
M Now has 10 pages of price guides from diecast and trains to toys and

tinplate!
M Review fellows collectors’ collections and have a chance to get your

own featured!

HOW TO ORDER YOURS...

W Simply scan the QR code seen here, visit
https://ccofgh.uk/DiecastCollector or call our team
on 01778 392006 and quote DCC/SUBS26.

T&Cs apply, this subscription offer is valid only when paid via direct debit quarterly.



https://ccofgb.uk/DiecastCollector

0224 ISSUE 342, APRIL 2026

CONTENTS

FOLLOW US AT (S) @ccofgb

COIIectorSCIubofGreatBrltam » CollectorsClubofGB

Diecast Collector

D6 News and events
IWhat is happening in the world of collecting.

@CollectorClubGB

12 What's new
[he latest models and in-depth reviews.

P2 Racing in the veins
Francisco Mota takes us to modern times.
The livery evolved but kept being one of the
pasiest to recognise.

6 Lightning strikes
arrod Cotter looks at the latest release of a Corgi 1:48
cale Lightning, the all-over silver F.6 XR726.

8 The Renovation Game
his month, lan McDermott takes us through the first
art of the restoration process: the strip-down.

9 Driven to collect
onathan Crellin reflects on a lifelong passion
or Matchbox, from childhood beginnings to a
5,000-model collection built purely for enjoyment.

30 Then & now
bteve Coles takes a closer look at the Ferrari Daytona
nspired Rover SD1.

32 Collecting by numbers
Charting the evolution of the Matchbox Superfast
ange during the Lesney years.

9 Trailers: Cars with boat trailers
ndrew Ralston looks at how British diecast companies
inked up existing cars to boat trailers to create

omething new without incurring further tooling costs.

52 Collecting champions

Chris Stoner continues his series focusing on people
ho are keeping the old toy collectable market alive

hnd thriving. This month, he meets up with Steve

Pickering.

54 Price guide

Auction results from around the country.

E4 eBuys

ur guide to what's been selling well on eBay.

6 Marketing marvels and mishaps
ver wondered about the world of the diecast in the
re-internet age? Alwyn Brice takes us back to model
romotion, retail successes and the also-rans.

8 A-Z of collecting
Iwyn Brice's alphabetical guide to models past and
resent. This time, we move through U and V.

Collectors Gazette
35 Ring the bell

Grapple with this! George Chrysostomou battles with
he history of wrestling figures.

38 Back on track
Rick Wilson takes a snapshot of the much-loved
Bcalextric slot racing system from the 1960s.

70 The return of the Dune

Colin E Shinkin takes a look at the Volkswagen Dune
Concept, finally resurrected from the DNA Collectables
harts bin by Radscale Models.

72 Your collection
A pictorial snapshot of your prized diecast models and

Collections.

4 Model Shop

e've reviewed your models... now you can buy them

irectly from us!

en Lone Star
ed the ram't.a 5

(2% g;

: I l- - “_-Il

SUBSCRIBE TO
DIECAST COLLECTOR

I FOR 12 MONTHS
Turn td page 3 to find out more!

A0 The green belt
Alwyn Brice concludes his review of classic British
iecast military model suppliers.

A2 A very British compromise

Mark Nolan attempts to explain how we ended up with
wo scales with the same gauge, without confusing
Father Dougal.

A4 The Model Bus Federation
This month, Ann Evans and Rob Tysall meet the
odel Bus Federation.

tﬂ Toy stories
d

Karswell ponders the world of model collecting

H lanww_ccofgh could « April 2026


http://www.ccofgb.co.uk
http://www.ccofgb.co.uk
http://www.ccofgb.co.uk

ABOVE Corgi 1:48 scale English Electric Lightning F.6 XR726. Full feature on

Time to get out there

EDITOR’'S COLUMN

As the collecting
calendar starts to
fill again, this month
brings new releases,

2 community stories,
C ~ and familiar favourites.

e

ello, Collectors. We’re one

step closer to spring, with

the clocks going forward

and longer evenings ahead. It
means less time spent hibernating indoors
and more excuses to get out and about,
just in time to start planning visits to fairs,
shows, and car boot sales.

In this month’s Diecast Collector,
Jarrod looks skywards with a striking
new release from Corgi, examining an
English Electric Lightning that captures
the presence and performance of one of
Britain’s most iconic Cold War aircraft.
With its scale, finish, and extensive
accessories, it’s a release designed to make
an impact in any collection.

We also step back to a pre-digital age
with Alwyn, who revisits how diecast
models were marketed before the internet
changed everything. From catalogues and
comics to bold ideas and the occasional
misfire, it’s a fascinating reminder of how
collectors once discovered their next
must-have.

Over in Collectors Gazette, the focus
turns firmly to people and passion. George
dives into the colourful history of wrestling
figures, exploring how larger-than-life
characters became enduring collectables for
generations of fans.

Ann and Rob continue their tour of the
collecting community, visiting the Model
Bus Federation and spending time with
members of the West Midlands branch,
gaining an insight into a dedicated corner
of the hobby.

If you'd like your club to be featured in
an upcoming issue, we’d love to hear from
you. Email us at the address below and Ann
and Rob can arrange a visit. We’re always
keen to meet fellow collectors and share
your story.

Meanwhile, Rick revisits a household
favourite with a nostalgic look at
Scalextric, reflecting on the slot racing
systems that fired the imaginations of a
generation and still hold their appeal today.

As always, we’d love to hear from you.

If there are features you've particularly
enjoyed, or a subject, era, or collecting
niche you’d like us to explore in future
issues, let us know. You can email us at
CollectingEditorial@warnersgroup. |

Happy collecting,
Luke, Amelia, Mike
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MATTEL ANNOUNCE
LATEST BRICK SHOP
AND HOT WHEELS
COLLABORATION

IN January 2026, Mattel announced the launch of two new Hot
Wheels building sets from Mattel Brick Shop, in collaboration
with Honda. The new releases expand the Mattel Brick Shop
Speed Series with two Japanese performance icons.

The new Honda collection includes the Custom "90 Honda
Civic EF and the 07 Honda S2000, both authentically recreated
in buildable 1:32 scale. Designed for adult collectors, car
enthusiasts and building fans alike, the sets celebrate Japanese
automotive performance and "90s tuning culture through highly
detailed builds, real metal parts and customisation options.

To mark the debut of Honda within Mattel Brick Shop, the
builds were showcased alongside full-size vehicles, highlighting
their accuracy and true-to-scale detailing—from recognisable
body shapes to headlights, window elements and exterior lines.
The "07 Honda S2000 also features an authentic windshield and
spoiler that faithfully mirror the real-world design.

Both the Custom '90 Honda Civic EF and the 07 Honda
S2000 feature opening doors that reflect the functional access
points of the full-size cars, while interchangeable wheel covers
and custom decal sheets echo the real vehicles’ wheel options
and customisation culture. Finished with a Hot Wheels signature
metal plate and an exclusive matching 1:64 scale diecast car, each
set reinforces the connection between the buildable models and
the Honda icons that inspired them. Il
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WALSALL TOY FAIR IS BACK

WALSALL’S Toy and Train Collectors’ Fair returned on the

4th of January 2026, giving everyone a chance to grab a deal on
some nostalgic collectables. The event took place at the Oak Park
Living Centre in Walsall Wood and will see collectors buy and

sell a range of toys, trains and figurines. R ecord-breaking model
bus collector Geoff Price and wife Linda run the event, and since
their last Toy and Train Collector Fair, the event has gone from
strength to strength. They showcase the vibrant interest in toy and
train collecting across the UK.

The next fair is on the 8th of March 2026; it has an expected
visitor count of around 11,000 attendees. The event features
approximately 560 exhibitors, providing a diverse range of
collectable toys, trains, and related memorabilia that cater to
enthusiasts of all ages.

“We would like to thank both our valued and loyal traders and
customers who have attended our previous events, and hope you
will continue to do so in 2026.” Says Geoff and Linda. Il

MODEL NAMEPLATES SAVED

A vast collection of miniature train nameplates has been bought by
two professional locomotive model makers. Former GP Gillie Hay did
not know what to do with the thousands of intricate metal signs made
by her late father, Chris Watford, who kept them in his home in Truro,
Cornwall. Faced with sending them to a scrap metal dealer, she used
her father’s business contacts to find someone interested in buying the
nameplates.

Professional model makers Richard Pogson, from Camelford, and
Michael Russell, from Truro, bought the nameplates for an undisclosed
sum. Pogson, who has been making model trains for 25 years, said

the collection was too good to be sold as scrap metal. The nameplates
provide the finishing touch to model trains, they said. “It’s the final
detail that everybody sees on the outside, and it has to be accurate,”
said Pogson. M
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WINNERS OF THE i

ANNUAL INDUSTRY
AWARDS REVEALED

SMYTHS and Asmodee emerged as the big winners at this
year’s Toy Industry Awards, taking home Toy Retailer of the
Year and Toy Supplier of the Year respectively. Pokémon Trading
Cards, distributed by Asmodee, were named Toy of the Year for
2025, underlining the continued strength of the collectables

market.

For collectors, the product categories told a familiar story of
established brands continuing to dominate. Mattel picked up
Action Toy of the Year with its WWE Elite figure range and
also claimed Vehicle of the Year for the Hot Wheels F1 5-Pack.
The Lego Group secured Construction Toy of the Year with its
Speed Champions F1 Cars, while Moose Toys won Creative

. Longehe X' 7%

) s Wk o may change %19 8 e of
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Toy of the Year for the Gui Gui Shimmer Deluxe Pack. Zuru’
b Surprise My Minibaby was named Collectable Toy of the

Year.

Judges’ Special Recognition Awards went to The Entertainer
and independent retailer My Small World in Bath. The awards
were presented on the opening evening of London Toy Fair
2026 at Olympia London, 20 January 2026.H

UNEXPECTED GROWTH IN TOY MARKET

TOYS are having a resurgence, as new
figures reveal UK toy sales jumped 6%
last year, marking the industry’s first
return to growth in five years.

Revealed in January 2026 by the British
Toy & Hobby Association (BTHA) and
global market research company, Circana,
at Toy Fair in London, the data shows

a powerful comeback fuelled in part by
blockbuster films, binge-worthy streaming
shows, and gaming favourites that are
refreshing toy aisles across the country.
Across the board, the toy market showed
healthy balance, with more than half of
major toy categories growing in 2025.
The biggest winners were Building sets,
Action Figures, and Games and Puzzles,
supported by entertainment licences,
fandom, and consumers’ enjoyment of
socialising through play.

Following a huge year for the big screen,

including hits such as Minecraft, Lilo &
Stitch, and Jurassic World, film-linked toys
now account for 16% of the entire UK
toy market.

But it’s not just films driving demand.
Streaming sensations such as Stranger
Things and The Traitors, alongside popular
video games such as Fortnite, have helped
push licensed toys to account for 38% of
all toy sales, one of the strongest signals
yet that entertainment-led play is here to
stay well into 2026.

Children continue to power the toy boom,
making up two-thirds of all toy spending,
but they aren’t alone. Young parents and
adults are reshaping the market too, with
a survey by Circana showing that 76% of
18-34-year-olds have bought a toy for
themselves or another adult in the past
year, whether for nostalgia, collecting, or
shared family fun.

With upcoming blockbusters such as
Toy Story 5 and Super Mario on the
way, film launches will continue to shape
what children choose to play with well
into 2026. Many new licensed toys were
on show at Toy Fair (20-22 January) at
Olympia in London, from Lilo & Stitch
crafting kits by Igloo, and SpongeBob
Magic Dough by Craze, through to DIY
Minecraft Chicken Jockeys by Bladez
Toyz, and Metal Sonic Cable Guy desk
lights by EXG Pro.

Melissa Symonds, Executive Director,
UK Toys, Circana said: “It’s incredibly
exciting to see the UK toy market back
in growth, driven by the power of shared
entertainment that’s loved by parents
and children alike. Streaming and films
are turning screen moments into play
moments, bringing families together, and

generating excitement in the toy aisle.” Il
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EXPERTS PREDICT
DIECAST MARKET
TO SURGE TO
$2.3 BILLION

THE Diecast Scale
Model Market witnessed
notable expansion,
growing from $1.40
billion to $1.49 billion

in 2026. This growth

is expected to continue
and reach $2.36 billion
by 2032. As the market
evolves, an understanding
of the collectable model
cars becomes crucial. The
industry has grown and
now combines hobbyist

enthusiasm, nostalgic

retaling and precision HOT WHEELS & SUPERMARIO TO COMBINE

manufacturing. Die-hard

diecast collectors are TWO of the most beloved brands in the world are Super Mario and Hot Wheels, so there
prioritising authenticity, can be no better idea than to reveal a collaboration of the two. This Bowser’s Castle set
material quality, and comes with Kamek as a 1:64 scale character and features loops, a slam launcher, and a Bullet
packaging that highlights Bill who swoops around knocking Kamek and the other characters off course. There is also
provenance. ll space to display 38 vehicles in the set when not in use. The other cars are sold separately. H

NEXT MONTH 2626 .. .

PLUS...

M Auction results

W All the latest news
M Extensive selection
of new model releases
B And much more

"ON SALE
1ST APRIL

o L ...or download the .
Meet the makers: Impact Model Cars digital edition 7 Plesse ofe e

An exclusive interview with the founders of a new brand days earlier! subject 1o Change

built on accuracy, memory, and detail. where necessary.
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ALL ALSO AVAILABLE IN BLISTER PACKS

EXCITING NEW RANGE - BRANDED PROTECTIVE CASES TO HELP KEEP YOUR MINI GT COLLECTION SAFE

PROTECTOR TYPE A:
STANDARD SIZE

MGTOMO045-10 (10 PC/SET)
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SUPERB START
TO THE YEAR
AT EXCALIBUR

THE standout result of Excalibur Auctions’ Vintage
Toys, Diecast Models and Model Railways auction on
31 January was a small group of Star Wars Kenner and
Palitoy figures, which soared to £1,100 against a £40—
£60 estimate. Diecast collectors were also active, with

a 1:24 scale Gilbow MCW Metrobus achieving £550.
Another strong result came from a Dinky Toys SHADO
2 Mobile from Gerry Anderson’s UFO series, which sold
for £250 against an estimate of £80—/120. Excalibur

Auctions’ next Vintage Toys, Diecast Models and Model TOP The Dinky SHADO 2 Mobile from Gerry Anerson’s UFO that sold for £250.
Railways auction is scheduled for 31 March. M ABOVE Some of the Star Wars figures that recently sold for £1,100.

WARWICK & WARWICK SET SIGHTS ON MARCH AUCTION

FOLLOWING a successful toys auction in January, Warwick feature toys, cigarette cards and postcards, with another
& Warwick have announced details of their next sale, which strong selection of Star Wars merchandise, memorabilia and
will take place on 18 March. The upcoming auction will action figures expected to appear in the catalogue. M

H wmnanw.ccofgh coukl e April 2026


http://www.ccofgb.co.uk

RECORD FOR

IN Vectis Auction’s Matchbox Magic Auction
on the 20th of January, the Matchbox Regular
Wheels 62¢ Mercury Cougar sold for a world
record £22,050! This is a rare model due to
the colour, this model has a pale-yellow body
(commonly referred to as cream). This is a first
issue colour and wasn’t produced for very long
before changing colours, the standard is a metallic

lime green body.

This version of the Cougar also has clear
windows without windscreen wipers and without
a rear-view mirror which confirms it is an early
casting and hasn’t been repainted. M

MATCHBOX AT VECTIS

—

o
BIONIC *=

BIGFOO
THE SASQUATCH BERST

STAR WARS & RETRO TOYS SCORE BIG AT C&T

C&T Auctioneers and Valuers
Ltd saw strong strong interest at
their Star Wars and Retro Toy
Collectables auction on Sunday
1 February, with collectors
bidding confidently across
action figures, boxed toys,

and pop culture favourites.
Competitive bidding reflected
continued demand for

vintage toys in strong original
condition, particularly for well-

presented pieces.

One of the top results came
from a Masters of the Universe
He-Man 8 Back action

figure, carded and mint on
card, which sold for £2,700.
Thundercats items also proved
popular, with the Ram-pagers
“The Driller’ figure attracting
strong interest and reaching
£1,500.

Star Wars items once again

performed strongly. A Palitoy
carded Stormtrooper from The
Empire Strikes Back achieved
£1,400, while a factory-sealed
Kenner Millennium Falcon
boxed vehicle sold for £1,900,
reinforcing the appeal of boxed
examples in original condition.
Another notable result was

the boxed Six Million Dollar
Man Sasquatch Beast ‘Bionic
Bigfoot’, which realised

£1,250.

Other familiar favourites
also attracted solid interest,
including a Denys Fisher
Doctor Who Giant Robot
figure, which sold for £300.
Overall, the results underlined
the strength of the retro

toy market, with collectors
continuing to compete for
recognisable characters and
classic toy brands. l

April 2026 « navw.ccofgh co.uk H



http://www.ccofgb.co.uk

NEW MODELS

aunched in 1968, the XT Falcon
kept the Australian muscle car
scene alive, a direct reply to
Holden’s 2door Monaro. Both
cars jostled for bragging rights at Mount
Panorama, vying for racing superiority.
The GT started life as a Limited Edition,
but demand was so strong that more GTs
were built. The last XR was assembled in
February 1968; the GT’s future as a model in
its own right was assured. The XT, launched
in March 1968, built on this momentum,
offering more power and a wider range of
colours — a step up from the XR, which
had been limited to GT Gold. New shades
included Springtime Yellow, GT Silver, Polar
White, GT Gold, Candy Apple Red and
Zircon Green Metallic, while the interior
remained a classic black.
When Classic Carlectables’ latest addition
— the XT Falcon GT — arrived at
Diecast Collector, excitement was palpable.
Having previously reviewed other models
in their range, we were already aware of
the extraordinary attention to detail these
creations receive. Classic Carlectables may
not be widely recognised in scale modelling
outside Australia and New Zealand, but
their dedication to preserving the nation’s
motoring heritage firmly earns them a seat
at the top table. Their Frosted Pewter version
of the XT GT is no exception. This model
represents a rare example of a four-door
saloon with fully functional front and rear
access, a feature seldom realised at this scale
due to the engineering challenges involved.
The devil is in the detail, and Classic
Carlectables delivers in incredible precision.
Opening the boot, the rubber boot mat
is soft and removable along with rubber

New model
of the month

Keith D'Souza picks a standout new release.
This month, he reviews the Ford XT Falcon GT.

Classic Carlectables
Ford XT Falcon GT
(Frosted Pewter)

SCALE: 1:18 PRICE: £140
PRODUCT REF: 18863
ctlassiccarlectables.com.au

shorn steelie spare and protective cover.
‘We are not aware of any other brand that
covers such intimacy. The undercarriage

is a little work of art — rotating driveshaft,
detailed front suspension arms, a rear live
axle on leaf springs, all complemented by
working steering. Inside, the instrumentation
is complete, the seats are fabricated from
soft rubber, with vinyl seatbelts gracefully
laid across the rear seat and a working

rear armrest which folds down. Every
aspect demonstrates remarkable care and
craftsmanship. This is next level - very few
models from the established protagonists
invest the time and effort to get to this
granular level of minutiae.

The brightwork is deftly applied with all
the correct elements being touched upon.
Those door handles simply tempt you to
grab them, press the key lock button, and

open the front openings — the touch and
feel are all there; you simply have the urge to
self-shrink and drive it away!

This XT Falcon GT also adds a refreshing
diversity to the mainstream, which is often
dominated by European, JDM and US
cars. While this level of detail comes at a
premium, no one else captures Australia’s
classics with such authenticity and precision.
For 1:18 collectors, this model ticks every
box and more. It is exceptional scale
modelling, and well worth securing a place
in your Diecast Garage.
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KEITH’S CARS OF DERBY

“FOR LOTS MORE EXCITING MODELS, PLEASE VISIT MY WEBSITE: WWW.KEITHSCARS.CO.UK”
GREAT NEW 1/43 MODELS! ALL POST FREE!!

RPLE VELVET 37.99

\fﬁNBUAR{J;UI 977 FORD CAPRI MK2 1.6 XL

1X0 2009 DODGE GiﬁLLEHGER SR8
'HEMI' 29.99

YANGUARDS FORD GT SET CAPRI
MK1,CONSUL & CORTINA MK

o=
—

995 MAN F2000
EBBE K. JENSEN DENMARK 32.99

SOLIDO 1994 VOLKSWAGEN GOLF MK3
VR6 PURPLE 27.99

SOLIDO 1994 VOLKSWAGEN GOLF MK3
VR6 GREEN 27.99

NEW 1/72 ATLAS WWII FIGHTERS! 17.99 EACH OR BUY
ALL 3 FOR 44.99 POST FREE!

Sy

RUSSIAN ILYUSHIN IL-213 STURMOVICK 1944 LUFTWAFFE MESSERSCHMITT BFIO9F-4 1942

!l

-

1X0 1983 VOLVO F10 TR228 38.99

SOLIDO 2024 BMW M5 MARINA BAY
BLUE27.99

ATLAS CADILLACV16 ‘QUEEN MARY" HARRY
TRUMAN 1948 21.99

RAF SUPERMARINE SPITFIRE MK.VB 1941

ATLAS 1970 MORRIS MINOR 1000 POLICE
PANDA CAR 16.99

s>

.
R

ATLAS HOLDEN FE NSW POLICE AUSTRALIA
1950'5-60°S (BLISTER PACK) 14.99

~RENAUL GOELETE 1400KG FRENCH
ATLAS 1955 MERCEDES 190 5L 18.99 LT 1400

ATLAS SOMUA 5-5;56 FgRgEHCH TANK 1940

VANGUARDS 1976 FORD ESCORT MK2
RS2000 37.99

[X0 FOR HACHETTE 2008 IVECO STRALIS
450 'CHINESE DRAGON' 32.99

ATLAS FSO WARSZAWA POLICE CAR
POLAND 1964 (BLISTER PACK) 14.99

ATLAS ALFA ROMEOQ GIULIETTA ITALIAN
POLICE 1959 (BLISTER PACK) 14.99

ATLAS CITROEN (3 WRC WINNER MONTE

CARLO RALLY 2019 19.99

ATLAS CITROEN DS3 WRCWINNER MONTE
CARLO RALLY 2013 19.99

ATLAS FI]RIJ| HEST& WRCWINNER MONTE GM!!.I]
RALLY 2018 19.99

ATLAS YW I’I]!.ﬂ WINNER MONTE (ARLO
RALLY 2016 19.99

CONTACT KEITH BY EMAIL: EONOFCORN ERSHOP@BTINTERNET.COM Q‘i EQUES/POSTAL ORDERS PAYABLE TO KEITH BRADLEY - SEND YOUR ORDER TO:

KEITH'S CARS, 25 ALLESTREE LANE, DERBY DE22 2HQ TEL: 07976 917574
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MATRIX
Range Rover Vogue LSE
1992-1993 (Brown)

Denoted by the long wheelbase, the
Range Rover Vogue LSE was known for
its luxurious interior and ample legroom.
SCALE: 1:43 PRICE: £121.99 Its powerful 4.2 litre V8 engine produced
PRODUCT NO: MX41208032 200 bhp.

diecastlegenﬂs.com

MATRIX

Chrysler T&C 1966

(Blue Metallic)

SCALE: 1:43 PRICE: £124.99
PRODUCT NO: MX20303171

diecastlegenﬂs.com

The Town and Country received a major
makeover in the mid 1960s, resulting in
this revised edition with spacious interior
and a stunning blue metallic finish.

BBURAGO Celebrating its 50th anniversary, the
Ferrari Daytona SP3 Limited Edition = Ferrari Daytona SP3 is a stunning carbon
50th Anniversary fiber creation, sold as only 500 pieces

SCALE: 1:18 PRICE: €129,99 worldwide. It blends cutting-edge
PRODUCT NO: 18-16921 technology, with iconic design.

Ahurago-chon,

BBURAGO

ANTA SPORTIVA

Special Edition 50th Anniversary
SCALE: 1:43 PRICE: €14,99

PRODUCT NO: 18-30489

Designed by SPD Milan students,
this special edition piece celebrates
unexpected design and innovation.
A celebration of Bburago’s years of
creativity.

TOPSPEED
Lamborghini Countach LPI 800-4 Inspired by the original Countach, the LPI
(Purple) 800-4 version was sold in just 112 pieces,

SCALE: 1:18 PRICE: £208.99 all of which were purchased within the
PRODUCT NO: TSM624 first week of its availability.

Want to add one of
these great models
to your collection?

Check out our model shop online and find
your favourite models from the magazine!

E Simply scan this QR code with your
phone's camera, then tap the link
that appears to visit our online shop.

Or turn to of this magazine.
Happy collecting!

OXFORD DIECAST

1950 Studebaker Champion
Starlight Coupe (Aqua Green)
SCALE: 1:87 PRICE: £10.95

PRODUCT NO: 87SC50002

While released in 1950, this vehicle

had a complex manufacturing history,
interrupted by the war. The three-window
coupé featured a 2.8 litre, 85bhp side
valve six-cylinder engine.

SOLIDO

Brabus Rocket 900
2021 (China Blue)
SCALE: 1:43 PRICE: £26.99
PRODUCT NO: 54312406

Based on the iconic Mercedes-Benz
G-Class, the Brabus Rocket 900 has been
customized by the German tuner. The
lavish 4x4 is a thing of beauty and backed
by a 4.5-liter twin-turbo V8 engine.
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Email:
Or post list to: Andrew Clark Models,
Unit 1, Toller Court, Shortbank Road,
Skipton, North Yorkshire. BD23 2HG

All Diecast, Tinplate, Toys and Trains
S Top prices paid for;

Dinky, Corgi, Matchbox, Spot-On, Tinplate Toy, * Anything Considered

All Trains, Planes, Britains, Scalextric, White Metal Will collect and pay on the day

. . e Wil i thod t it
Models, Minichamps, Quality 1/18 scale models, . " pay 11 @ method to sult you

s - ) Large collections a speciality, established 1981
Plastic Kits (Airfix etc...), Modern Collectibles. Many auction prices beaten

Call Andrew Today on 07753 804232 (Best Number) or 01756 793354

Always a brilliant selection of Dinky, Corgi,
) Matchbox, Tinplate Toys, White Metal Models etc...
With new stock everyweek on our superb website!

—mem | Check out andrewclarkmodels.com

¢ [

Also listing on ebay every week
Username: andrewclarkmodelsZ
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OXFORD DIECAST

Dennis Eagle
Olympus Refuse
Truck Biffa

SCALE: 1:76
PRICE: £31.95
PRODUCT NO: 76DE001

Finished in Biffa livery, this
Dennis Eagle Olympus represents
one of the most recognisable
rear-loading refuse vehicles on
UK roads. The Olympus reflects
Dennis Eagle’s long-standing role
in waste management, capturing
the practical design and everyday
working presence of a modern
municipal workhorse.

SOLIDO

Rheinmetall-Borsig -
Landwasserschlepper 1 1943
SCALE: 1:73 PRICE: £25.99
PRODUCT NO: S7200504

sollao.com

Designed to support amphibious
operations, this unarmed tractor was
operated by a Maybach HL120 engine
and initially saw service on the Eastern
Front.

SOLIDO The expanded capacity vehicle was ideal
AM General M1115 Humvee for the Kosovo Force, coming complete
KFOR - 1983 (Green Camo) with an armed turret and space for
SCALE: 1:48 PRICE: £42.99 additional troops. An ideal modern
PRODUCT NO: S4800104 answer to the classic Humvees.

sollao.com
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OOR WULLIE TAKES THE WHEEL

FE Road has released a distinctive AEC Routemaster RML finished
E as Clydeside Scottish’s ‘Oor Wullie’s Special’, representing RML900 in

post-1989 condition. The model benefits from EFE Road’s updated RML
tooling, featuring refined bodyside panel lines and a high level of livery accuracy,
including roof artwork, fleet number JC10, correct blinds and even the Clydemaster | Scale: 1:76 Price: £54.95

radiator badge. A bespoke presentation sleeve completes the release. H

EFE Road
Vehicle: AEC Routemaster RML900

Product no: E42301

FLORAL FLOURISH ON THE FYLDE

C orgi has added a colourful Blackpool favourite to its
tram and railcoach range with the release of Brush
Railcoach no. 621 in mid-1990s Interflora advertising livery.
Withdrawn from passenger service in 2004, the Railcoach
later returned to operation following preservation work, but
this model captures it during its bold advertising era, complete
with period details and a clean finish. M

Corgi (Original Omnibus)

Vehicle: Brush Railcoach — Blackpool Transport ‘Interflora’
Scale: 1:76 Price: £46.99
Product no: OM44013

CLASSIC RTL GOES ‘N’ GAUGE

O xford Diecast has released a finely detailed RTL bus

in 1:148 scale. The real bus survives today in notably
original condition and is on display at the London Bus
Museum in Cobham, where it regularly appears at events.
Finished in red with a cream waist band, the model features
period advertising panels, with interior and wheel hub colours
carefully matched to the prototype. M

Oxford Diecast

Vehicle: RTL bus (Route 11)
Scale: 1:148 Price: £10.95
Product no: NRTLOO5

April 2026 « naw.ccofgh co.ukd H



http://www.ccofgb.co.uk

>4 NEW MODELS

WEISS BROTHERS
Taylor XH-360L
forklift truck

Ideal for any loading duties, finished in the
striking Mammoet decoration. The model
features steering rear axle, opening cabin
SCALE: 1:50 PRICE: €149.00 doors, highly detailed interior, and fully
PRODUCT NO: 410324 functioning fork carriage.

https://store.mammoet.com/

WSI MODELS The Van Seumeren branding is very
DAF 3600 8x4 Tractor ‘'Van popular, with a heavy tow DAF 3600
Seumeren’ tractor, featuring a rear-mounted ballast

SCALE: 1:50 PRICE: €169.00 box, steering front axles and a replicated
PRODUCT NO: 410308 cabin interior.

https://store. mammoet.com/

KRANLAB
Gottwald AMK 126-63
mobile crane ‘Van Seumeren’

Limited edition run of 600 pieces in the
Van Seumeren decoration, expertly
developed to capture all the small details
SCALE: 1:50 PRICE: €369.00 of this vintage lifting rig, using photo-etch
PRODUCT NO: 410292 and resin parts for true realism.

1ttps://store. mammoet.com/

KRANLAB
Gottwald AMK 126-63
mobile crane ‘Mammoet’

With twin lifting winches and a different
design of telescopic boom, this Gottwald
AMK 126-63 has been produced in the
SCALE: 1:50 PRICE: €369.00 Mammoet branding, with custom parts
PRODUCT NO: 410293 used for true accuracy to the original.

httns://store.mammoet.com/

AT COLLECTIONS
Atlas 185W

wheeled excavator
SCALE: 1:32 PRICE: €109.99
PRODUCT NO: 3200152

httns://shan at-collections nl/

With a working blade and steering axle,
this Atlas wheeled excavator, With the
opening cabin door revealing the fully
kitted out interior to the replication of the
main and auxiliary hydraulic lines.

CONRAD

MACK Pioneer
tandem axle tractor
SCALE: 1:50 PRICE: $109.99
PRODUCT NO: N/A

www.mackshon.com/retailstore

Available in an all-black or burgundy
finish, featuring a steering front axle,
replication of the mirrors which are
already attached, free-rolling wheels with
accurate treaded tyres.

NzG

Genie S-85 XC FE

Hybrid telescopic manlift
SCALE: 1:32 PRICE: €140.00

This telescopic manlift has a new
undercarriage design and small
differences to the boom linkage and
basket over the original model, not

PRODUCT NO: 9662

forgetting the updated graphics.

DIECAST MASTERS ,Caterpillar have commissioned four
Caterpillar D5 LGP track-type tractor models for their Centenary celebrations,
‘Centenary Grey Edition’ the smallest of which is the Cat D5
SCALE: 1:87 PRICE: £68.99 LGP track-type tractor which has been

PRODUCT NO: 85953BGC finished in the Centenary Grey colours.

www.diecastconstruction.co.uk
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DERREZ: TRIUMPH COURIER VAN, WEDG-
‘WOOD BLUE, WITH STANDARD TRIUMPH
LIVERY. £99.98

misee> DBritish Heritage Models

v

(Tel: 01244 320761)

=

THE UK’S NUMBER ONE, HAND-BUILT, MODEL CAR SPECIALIST:
MATRIX, MAJESTY CLASSICS, EXCALIBUR, CULT, ESVAL, GOLDVARG,
KESS, RIALTO, DERREZ, GLM/STAMP, ILARIO, AUTOCULT, ETC. THE
BIGGEST SELECTION OF TOP-QUALITY, LIMITED-EDITION MODELS

PH% ENE Fé %R ST; %g %KLI%T] § %R % I§IT';

—_—

DERREZ: TRIUMPH HERALD PICK UP, RED.

-

LPTD

ESVAL: 1952 BENTLEY R-TYPE COUPE, ABBOTT,
SILVER/BLACK. £89.99

S e BN

BHM LIONHEART SUPREME: 1/18 SCALE... 1950 ROLLS ROYCE PHANTOM IV... HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH

II/KING CHARLES III STUNNING MODEL OF MUSEUM QUALITY. £275

ESVAL: 1954 BENTLEY R-TYPE COUPE, ABBOT,
STEEL GREY, REAR SPATS. £89.99

MATRIX: 1962 AUSTIN MINI BEACH CAR, HER
MAJESTY, THE QUEEN. £89.98

e

MATRIX: 1998-2002 ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER SERAPH; PEACOCK BLUE METALLIC... SILVER, OR... SUNSET RED

METALLIC. DUE IN! PRE-ORDER NOW!

-
GOLDVARG: 1962 LINCOLN, ROYAL RED,
‘OR OXFORD GREY. £89.98 EACH. DUE IN!
PRE-ORDER NOW!

GOLDVARG: 1964 PONTIAC SAFARI, WHITE/BRONZE
(WITH ROOFRACK), OR WHITE/DARK BLUE. £89.99
EACH. DUE IN! PRE-ORDER NOW!

MATRIX: 1995-6 JAGUAR XJ$ 4.0, ‘CELEBRATION"
OPEN, METALLIC KINGFISHER, OR SOLID RED.
£94.99 EACH

GLM/STAMP: 1969 CHEVROLET CAMARO ZL
METALLIC BLUE, OR SOLID RED. £89.98 EAC]
IN! PRE-ORDER NOW!

TOURING MODEL CARS: 1/18 SCALE 1972-77,
(CAPRI MK II, 3.0 GHIA, RED, ALL OPENING. £119

GOLDVARG: 1976 OLDSMOBILE CABIN CRUISER,
ALL GOLD, OR WHITE/BLUE. £89.98 EACH. DUE IN!
PRE-ORDER NOW!

GOLDVARG: 1967 FORD GALAXIE COUPE, ALL
AQUA METALLIC, OR WHITE/BRONZE. £89.98 EACH.
DUE IN! PRE-ORDER NOW!

GOLDVARG: 1958 MERCURY PARK LANE,
ROSE/BLACK, OR WHITE/YELLOW. £89.98
EACH. DUE IN! PRE-ORDER NOW!

GLM/STAMP: 1980 CADILLAC, SUPERIOR HEARSE,

BLACK. £89.98 EACH. DUE IN! PRE-ORDER NOW!

GLM/STAMP: 1969 CHEVROLET RSS OPEN, OR
CLOSED, YELLOW. £89.98 EACH. DUE IN!
PRE-ORDER NOW!

MATRIX: 1992-93 RANGE ROVER, BELUGA BLACK,
OR SONORA BROWN METALLIC. £99.98 EACH

PRICE INCLUDES
UKP &P

PRICE INCLUDES
UKP &P

www.britishheritagemodels.co.uk
2 Alyn Road, Chester, CH2 4DY — Email: bhm-uk@talktalk.net

www.cheltenhammodelcentre.com
New Corgi 2026 Range Available To Pre Order

Free postage on all pre orders. See the full range on our website CQRGI |
CORGI CORGI CORGIH

- 7

VA09534 - Ford Escort Mk1 1300 GT VA15205 - Ford Ranger Raptor Conquer
4.19

Marine BlU€.........ccuveiiieieiriciciereas 4.19 Grey
VA15701 - Range Rover Classic Velar

VA1 0713 - MGB Roadster Mineral
Tuscan Blue 2 Door British Motor

Blue
. Museum

VA1 1919 - Ford Cortina Mk4 2.0S Venet|an
Red 4.1 VA15702 - Range Rover Classic Nevada

Gold 4 Door. .£34.19

Star Trek & James Bond
VA13209 - Vauxhall Astra Mk2 GTE 16V
19

=== CC98002 - Star Trek USS
Rembrandt Silver..........ccccocoveiunnnns

Enterprise NCC-1701-A Star

Trek VI The Undiscovered
VA13320 - Ford Capri Mk1 Glacier
Blue £34.19

Latest Releases

AA29402 - Panavia Tornado
GR1A ZA371/C Norway
1995......ceeceerearenns £170.99

f“"‘\-' o
VA10410 - Hillman Avenger Tiger Mk1
Sundance Yellow County Classics Motor

Museum .£34.19

L

1:72nd Scale Diecast Aircraft

AA29702 - Messerschmitt
Me 410A-1 Black F 14./KG2
Late 1943........cccciins £85.49

(t

VA15008 - Ford Cortina Mk5 1.3 Prairie
Yellow. £34.19

AA32822 - de Havilland
Mosquito FB VI LR364 SY-E
Wing Commander John R
Bob Braham & Squadron
Leader Bill Sticks Gregory
No.2 Group Headquarters
RAF 1944, £67.49

AA34711 - English Electric

Canberra B.6 WT370

Operatlon Musketeer
956

4.19

£34.19

VA15407 - Ford Capri Mk2 1.6 GT Purple
Velvet...... 34.19

52.99

VAd1 4910 - Ford Escort Mk2 RS2000 Carnlval
Ri 4.19

1:64 Scale Bat Boat

CD54321062 - Corgi
Toys 107 Bat Boat
With Batman & Robin
(Reissue).......... £31.49

AA35012 - Gloster Meteor
F.Mk.8 WH480 M RAF Biggin
Hill 1953.....cciiine. £67.49

AA36312 - Fairey Swordfish
Mk.1 P4154/4M Battle of
Taranto November

CC08101 - James Bond 007 Aston Martin
1940

£71.99 Valhalla Tactical 007 First Light........ £35.99

19
) \

Cheltenham Model Centre
39 High Street

Email: info@chaltenhammadalcentre corr
Telephone: 01242 523117

P&P £4.00 per order.

Allitems in stock at time of going to press. Prices and delivery dates are subject to change without notice .

Cheltenham
GL50 1DX
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ROS

Krone BiG Pack HDP 11 1290 VC

Baler & BaleCollect Set

PRICE: £140.00 SCALE: 1:32 PRODUCT NO: 602618

ROS released this new limited edition set last year at Agritechnica,
where Krone launched the real baler. The baler is all new tooling.
Like ROS's models of previous Krone balers, it's a well-engineered
and detailed model with plenty of working features. On the
drawbar, there are seven flexible hydraulic pipes, a yellow pto
shaft and an adjustable stand. The pickup has castor wheels

and a rotary crop press, while lifting the front cover reveals the
flywheel detail. It also has hinged side panels that when raised

have 22 white twine balls detailed on each side. Access steps

to and handrails around the baler above the bale chamber are
provided. Here, there are two hinged covers. Under one, there's
drive detail and under the other eight knotters and fan detail.

The baler has steerable rear wheels, red and white warning decals
and taillights. ROS has not provided the baler in this set with

any bales or a tailgate but it has fitted a clevis drawbar with the
pin for attaching the bale collector. The collector, which is not
newly tooled, has a metal frame and plastic body. It has four non
steerable wheels and an extendable drawbar. The wings fold and
at the rear there’s a tailboard with lights and decals.

kroneukltd-merchandise myshonifv.com

BRITAINS

JCB 3CX Pro “1 Millionth Edition” Backhoe Loader

PRICE: £49.99 SCALE: 1:32 PRODUCT NO: 43411

Britains latest edition of its 3CX backhoe loader model sports the extra decals marking
production of JCB's one millionth backhoe loader. Only 2,500 models made.

BRITAINS

John Deere 6M 240 Tractor

PRICE: £39.99 SCALE: 1:32 PRODUCT NO: 43406

Smart metal and plastic tractor with steerable wheels and working rear linkage. Moulded in
light tan plastic, the cab interior has seats, steering wheel, and monitor detail.

BRITAINS

Ford 8210 Gen Il Tractor

PRICE: £34.99 SCALE: 1:32 PRODUCT NO: 43418

Good-looking classic tractor with steerable wheels and Britains’ standard rear linkage. The
fully glazed cab has good levels of internal detailing.

ROS

Krone BiG X 1180 Forage Harvester — Black Anniversary Edition
PRICE: £160 (169.00 euros) SCALE: 1:32 PRODUCT NO: 601734

Individually numbered, 2500 models, special matt black harvester marking 25 years of BiGX
production. Special decals, including Bernard Krone's signature, and special number plates.

IFHimarrRaRHIEal
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Or post list to:-
RM Toys Ltd, 31 Aston Road, Waterlooville, Hampshire, P’C

01-4749 £180.00

Huizer KJJ)-UHLIE

= o oo

01-4781 £159.00

01-4669 £190.00

01-5079 £203.00

For more information call 0
or visit us at

01-4540 £113.00
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224 RACING COLOURS MOMO - PART Il

Photos: Jodo Carlos Oliveira

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: 1993 Nissan 90 GTP (Spark),

1998 Ferrari 333 SP (Top Marques) and 1988 Porsche 962 C (Spark)
R - g -
t h -

After Momo's early years that we visited in Part |
of this article, Francisco Mota takes us to modern
times. The livery evolved but kept being one of the

n Part 1 of this article, Racing

Colours Momo, we looked at

models from the late 1970s and

1980s sponsored by the Italian
brand Momo, a firm specialising in
components and accessories for racing
cars. It all started with a thicker-than-
usual steering wheel, quickly adopted by
some of the most reputed drivers of the
1960s—people who raced in series as
high as Formula 1.

From a homemade steering wheel
to other performance parts, both for
racing cars and streetcars, Momo became
a worldwide brand. It was just logical
that spending some advertising funds in
Motorsport was the right thing to do.
Therefore, they did it.

In the beginning, Momo sponsored
middle grid drivers and teams. And was
very careful in choosing the series they
want to be as a brand. In a way, the
Motorsport world represented a good
part of Momo’s target customers, so the
investment made sense.

BRANDING

But if there was an area where Momo
gave its full attention, it was brand image.
The logo was simply the brand name;
however, they created a specific font for
the Momo word. The liveries were also
very simple, but carefully designed to give
the best possible impact. And they were

easiest to recognise.

consistent when the marketing people
decided to change something. Even
today, a Momo-sponsored racing car is
immediately recognised in the middle
of any racing “melée”: red with yellow
stripes and letters always work fine.

At the end of Part 1, we left Momo-

sponsored cars in the middle of the 1980s.

Until then, Porsche was the manufacturer
of choice for Mr Moretti, the original
Momo’s owner. In the first group of 1/43
scale model cars sponsored by Momo,
only one was not from Stuttgart, because
in the one-make series EuroCup, only
Renault 5 Turbos were allowed to race.
For Part 2, we start with a pair of

Porsches, of a new generation, the Group
C era, as it became known, due to new
technical regulations that had the same
name.

A NEW ERA

The car with racing number 230 is the
Porsche 962C that entered the 1990 Le
Mans 24h race. This was one of the last
versions of this successful endurance car,
with a separated rear wing and a more
profiled body than the early 962s. The
model is a release from Spark, from some
time ago. Looking around for nice details,
there are many, starting with the double
headlights behind Plexiglas covers. The

E amnanw.ccofgh.co.ukl » April 2026
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single wiper for the curved windshield is
made from photoetched parts and looks
amazing. Marked tyres and matt-black
rims also look great. From behind, we can
see the huge ground-effect tunnels under
the car. The model next to this one has
the racing number 30 and is also a Porsche
962, although an older version, as raced

in the 1988 Del Mar 2H. It features the
previous body with a rear wing connected
to the sides by a pair of longitudinal

fins. It has a few modifications from

the original car made by Porsche, like a
voluminous double air intake over the
engine cover. Headlamps are blanked

out, presumably because the race was in
daylight, and there are a pair of winglets at
each front corner. The rear view shows the
ground-effect tunnels even more clearly.

CHANGING CARS
For the next pair, we have another Porsche
962C version: a 1992 edition by Joest
Racing, featuring a twin-plane rear wing
and a longer, sharper nose. It also features
blanked-out headlamps and periscope air
intakes on the side flanks. There are many
air scoops around the body, making this
look just like the car entered in the 1992
Road America race.

Next to it, there’s the Nissan 90 GTP
as raced in the USA IMSA Series. The
overall shape isn’t much different from the
Porsche’s; however, there are quite a few

1. Single exhaust pipe in the 1998 Porsche 962
2. High-placed mirrors and a single roof
antenna in the #230 Le Mans Porsche

details that make this scale model unique
in this collection. Black wheel rims are
not one of those, as they became a Momo
trademark. There are no visible headlamps,
because this American Series was in
daylight. On the front, there are winglets
at each front corner and behind each race
number 30, there’s a scoop to let out hot
air from the front radiator. The rear-view
mirrors are positioned on the front wheel
arches, and there are two high-periscope
air inlets on each side of the cockpit, plus
two lower ones further back. The rear
wing has a slightly arrow-shaped profile,
looking very dramatic. In this case, Momo
was not the sole main sponsor, dividing
the available space on the front bonnet
and side flanks with Rodio in white
letters. These are two great-looking cars in
this collection, particularly for collectors
with a soft spot for 1990s endurance cars.

THE GREATEST WIN
We jump from the early 1990s to the end
of the decade. Technical rules changed,

bringing in other manufacturers to

‘If there was an area where Momo gave its full
attention, it was brand image. The logo was simply the
brand name; however, they created a specific font for
the Momo word. The liveries were also very simple,
but carefully designed.
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RIGHT Two Porsche 962 versions, on
the left a 1990 Le Mans car, while

the other is an early car from the
1988 Del Mar 2H race
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RIGHT A 1992 version of
the Porsche 962 (left) next
to a Nissan 90 GTP. Both
very well rendered

endurance racing. Ferrari was one of the
newcomers with the new 333 SP. This
open prototype was never intended to run
under the works’ colours. Its aim was the
privateer team with a sound budget. It was
raced by several teams in different series;
one of them was Moretti Racing, with a
beautiful red-and-yellow car sponsored by
Momo. The team’s best result and also the
car’s highest achievement was the victory
in the 1998 Daytona 24 hour race. Moretti
shared the car with professional drivers
Luyendyk, Baldi and Theys, completing

no less than 711 laps, eight more than

the second-place Porsche 911 GT1 Evo.
We have two models to represent this car,
one from the high-end model maker Top
Marques and the other a low-cost Altaya/
Ixo.

The model with four headlamps is from
Top Marques, while the Altaya/Ixo features
only two. Both are correct. The first one
represents the car in night configuration,
while the other has the daylight front
hood—the same thing for the yellow fin
over the engine cover on the back.The Top
Marques model has better details, such as
a small visor in front of the driver, higher
side mirrors, and a longer front splitter.
Wheels also seem more realistic, and the
car’s rear side has more detail, including
an aerodynamic extractor. The Ixo/Altaya

3. Rear wing almost looks like a trailer in this 962 4. Unusual air scoops in the Nissan 90 GTP

model lacks the vertical yellow stripes

in the rear and features a different shape.
Maybe this was a second rear engine cover
used sometime during the race. The lower
body shape behind the front wheels is also
different; in this case, the Altaya/Ixo seems
closer to period pictures.

On the other hand, the Top Marques
model features air scoops over the front
wheels and a more detailed cockpit. To
end this comparison, the red paint on the
Altaya/Ixo model appears slightly darker.
But, in what concerns Ferrari, the right
tone of red is a never-ending debate...

The Daytona win was the peak for
Momo-sponsored cars. It kept showing

in the Ferrari 333 SP in the USA racing
scene, but never again with such success.

MOMO DESIGN

Gianpiero Moretti’s death in 2012, at 71,
didn’t stop the owners of Momo Design
from continuing to invest in advertising
in the following years. Motorsport was
still a major market for the company and
the brand. From time to time, a red-and-
yellow-painted racecar with the word
Momo would be seen racing in Europe
or the USA. For model makers, this

era was challenging to track, but with
dedicated research, several cars can still be
discovered.
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One of those is the Porsche 911 GT3
Cup that entered the 2015 Porsche
Supercup. Painted in the traditional red,
as a base colour, the yellow stripes are
a new interpretation of the traditional
livery. Curved lines following the 911’
shape gave it a very special, unusual look.
The model is by Spark and features a very
high level of detail, as usual. Wheel rims
and tyres are perfect. The rear wing sits
high, on a pair of photoetched stands, for
extra realism. There are the trademark
double exhaust pipes at the centre of the
rear bumper, along with detailed rear
lights. Through the windshield and door
windows, we can see the entire cabin,

featuring a race seat with racing harnesses
and a full roll cage.Van Lagen drove the car.
The last Momo-sponsored 1/43 scale
model we’ve found is an exquisite BBR-
made Ferrari 458 Italia GT3.The car itself
is probably one of the best-looking GT3
cars ever seen, and the Momo livery suits it
very well. The designer chose to start with
a graphic scheme reminiscent of traditional
double yellow stripes, ending in half arrows
at the front, pointing to the word Momo at
the extreme front end. The sides of the car
feature the sponsor’s name, roughly in the
middle, with subtle yellow stripes following
the car’s beltline. Visually, it works very
well because the mandatory Pirelli logos
share the same colour combination. The
car was entered in the 2015 Ferrari Pirelli
World Challenge and driven by Cisneros.

ABOVE Two models of
the same car, the victorious

Ferrari 333 SP, first in the
1988 Daytona 24H

LEFT Porsche 911
GT3 Cup raced in
the manufacturer’s
Supercup with
Momo colours

LEFT Ferrari

458 Italia GT3
raced in the
2015 Pirelli
World Challenge
with Momo
sponsoring,
model by BBR

The model has perfect proportions and
many details, such as precious side mirrors
and black wheel rims with brake discs and
callipers. The hood and bonnet locks are
metal, and the headlamps look just like the
real ones. The rear wing sits atop a pair of
curved supports, anchored to the rear side.
Here, we can see a pair of exhausts at the
centre, to free space for a tall aerodynamic
extractor. There’s a black net on both

sides of the exhausts to let hot air out of
the engine compartment and a pair of
excellent rear lamps. The model is a limited
edition of only 20 examples worldwide
and is screwed to a leather-covered base.
Obviously, it’s the most expensive scale
model in this article, but it’s worth every
cent.

Momo-sponsored scale models became
an unexpected episode of Racing Colours;
at the end, we found more examples than
expected. Of course, the chase is never
over! H
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ew aviation aficionados can fail
to be impressed by the English
Electric Lightning, a Cold War
fighter capable of supersonic
speeds. The popularity of the Lightning
means that it has been no stranger to
Corgi’s Aviation Archive range over
the years, firstly in 1:72 scale but more
recently in the form of very impressive
models in 1:48 scale. This latter, larger
scale offers Corgi the chance to produce
a model with much higher detail, and the
result is a real modern masterpiece.

CORGI’S 1:48 LIGHTNING RANGE
So far, including this latest model, Corgi
has released four Lightnings in 1:48 scale.
All have been E6s to keep the tooling
the same. The first was XR728/]S of 11
Squadron in grey livery (AA28401), as
flown from RAF Binbrook at the time of
the Lightning’s retirement.

Secondly came XS927/R of 74
Squadron, RAF Tengah, Singapore, circa
1969 (AA28402).This wore an all-over
silver livery with a black tail and the
famous markings of 74 ‘Tiger’ Squadron.

The third model represented XS904/
BQ of 11 Squadron, RAF Binbrook, circa
August 1987 (AA28403). This model has
grey and green camouflage topsides.

Both the model of XS904 and that of
XR 728 represent aircraft that are part of
the Lightning Preservation Group and can

Lightning stri

Jarrod Cotter looks at the latest release of a Corgi 1:48
scale Lightning, the all-over silver F.6 XR726.

be seen at their base at Bruntingthorpe

in Leicestershire. They are maintained in
operational condition and can regularly be
seen on ‘fast taxi’ runs using reheat.

THE NEW MODEL

This latest addition to the range

models XR726/N of 5 Squadron, RAF
Leconfield circa May 1973 (AA28404).
XR 726 was constructed as an F6 variant
during late 1964, making its first flight in
June the following year. Spending much
of its RAF career with 5 Squadron, it
wore the majority of the different finish

es

variations worn by Lightnings during their
service lives.

It is painted all-over silver to represent
the natural metal finish that Lightnings
wore in their early days. The 5 Squadron
markings comprise a red band either side
of the forward fuselage roundel and a
figure 5 with a maple leaf from the unit’s
badge inside it on both sides of the tail.
The maple leaf, the national symbol of
Canada, commemorates the squadron’s
close links with the Canadian Corps
during the First World War and was
approved by King George VI in June 1937.
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The Corgi 1:48 scale Lightning captures the
lines of this British Cold War interceptor.

Clearly visible in this view is the exhaust
cover, another great accessory.

The 1:48 scale Lightning comes supplied |
with a stand for ‘in-flight’ poses. |

With all the accessories included,

this model comes into its own when
displayed as though on the ground. Note
the open canopy, crew ladder and air
intake cover visible in this view.

This model captures the lines of the
Lightning really well, including the
highly swept wings and low-mounted
tailplanes, plus the unusual stacked engine
configuration. It has the Lightning’s
familiar air-to-air missiles on its forward
fuselage sides, an in-flight refuelling probe
under the port wing and this is the first in
the range to include overwing fuel tanks.
These are supplied separately from the
model and can be optionally fitted at the
collector’s choice.

The Lightning was always limited on
its range with a high fuel consumption,
and the overwing tanks of the E6 variant
helped with this problem.

Adding to the model’s impressive
characteristics is a choice of open or
closed canopy by the inclusion of two
canopies provided, a crew step ladder, an
engine air intake cover, and an exhaust
cover. A detailed pilot figure and optional
undercarriage up or down accessories

complete the model’s list of detail parts.
It comes supplied with a sturdy stand
to display it in in-flight guise should
the collector wish, though with all the
additional accessories, in my opinion,
this model looks best displayed as though
parked on the ground.

The model has a length of 350mm,
a height of 130mm and a wingspan of
220mm. These measurements make for
a model which would be a real centre
of attention and talking point to add to
anyone’s collection.

This very welcome addition to the
Corgi range of 1:48 scale Lightnings has
a limited-edition run of only 1,200 units,
so keen collectors may wish to get one
before they sell out. At the time of writing,
it was still available direct from Corgi and
well advertised by the usual good retailers.
It has a retail price of £189.99, which I
appreciate is a more considerable purchase,
but the model is well worth it. H

The Lightning points skywards as though
climbing fast to intercept a Soviet aircraft.

As you'd expect, the box artwork is supey
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ow, I've decided to restore

a Dinky Alfa Romeo, the

next step is to dismantle it.

Drilling out the rivet heads
that hold the wheels and the baseplate on
is the first thing to do. Secure the model
in a vice and use rubber blocks to protect
the casting if necessary. Once the model
is in pieces, you’ll quickly be able to
ascertain any hidden damage. Make sure
to lay everything out on a clear surface.
Granted, there’s not much to lose on a 50’s
Dinky, but on a Corgi James Bond Aston
Martin or a battery operated model, you

definitely don’t want anything going astray.

PAINT OFF

Once you're satisfied with the models’
structural condition, the next step is to
strip off the old paint. Before you do
anything, remove any plastic components
as these would be ruined by the stripping
process. The old type of commercial paint
stripper is no longer available. Although
effective, it was deemed harmful to the
environment, so new formulations had to
be found.

What we have now takes much longer
to work and is a good deal messier.

The alternative is to use caustic soda,
which, although effective, must be used
properly. Always take the obligatory safety
precautions and dispose of the waste
responsibly.

Whatever method you choose,
afterwards, clean down the casting using
very fine grade wire wool and remove any
stubborn paint with a pin or a scalpel blade.
Finally, give the casting a wipe over with
cellulose thinners and leave everything to
dry thoroughly. Speaking of health and
safety, years back, people used brake fluid
to strip old castings. Can you imagine the
health and safety furore that would cause
nowadays!

STOP THE ROT

Rust is the bane of restorers, whether it’s
baseplates or lithography, it can wreak
untold damage which is not always
repairable. Now, I've used a few rust
removers over the years, and though
effective, they can be horrible to use and
clear up. Recently, I've taken to using dips
of white vinegar. Whilst it takes longer,
it’s gentler, easy to use and a whole lot
cheaper too.Vinegar, my struggle with
really bad rust, but typically that’s a sign
of something being past saving anyway.
You can sometimes get a quick fix on a
clockwork motor using WD40 and the
like, but to really fix them, rust removal

TOP Take care when drilling out the rivets and
make sure the model is well secure.

The Renovation
Game; Part Three

This month, lan McDermott takes us through the
first part of the restoration process: the strip-down.

is the way. Once done, a quick oil should
have them running well again. This
assumes that there isn’t a broken spring,
which is another story.

So, once you've stripped your casting
and cleaned up the baseplate, what else is
there to do before paint? For a start, don’t
put your greasy fingers all over it. We’ve
all done it! Secondly, don’t paint anywhere

near products containing silicone, as it
can contaminate the paint finish. Thirdly,
pick somewhere appropriate to paint. If
spray painting, you’ll need a warm, dry
environment with plenty of ventilation and
somewhere to make a mess.You knew the
last bit though, didn’t you?

Next time we’ll be painting our casting,
masking up and touching in. H

ABOVE All cleaned up and ready for paint. The
tinplate base was cleaned up with vinegar.

ABOVE It's surprising how many parts a model
can be broken down to: a bit like a real car.

ﬁ wnw ccofgh co.uk e April 2026


http://www.ccofgb.co.uk

>4 INTERVIEW

»

~ P

JI.IJ

Driven to collect

Jonathan Crellin (Jono) reflects on a lifelong passion
for Matchbox, from childhood beginnings to a
15,000-model collection built purely for enjoyment.

WHAT GOT YOU INTO SCALE
MODEL COLLECTING?

To be quite honest, I have no idea why

I collect models. I have always had a
fascination with cars and trucks. My
mum told me that as soon as I could talk,
whenever we passed a toy car display,
would point at the models and say “car,

I

car!” Apparently, a Matchbox car was
constantly in my hand and never far away.
My dad was also a heavy influence on
my love of cars, owning a service station
and mechanical repair business where

I spent a lot of time during childhood
holidays. Growing up in the 1970s and
1980s in Australia, Matchbox was the
dominant diecast brand, which is what I
naturally leaned towards, aside from the

ABOVE First seen in the 1979 catalogue, it felt
like the coolest car available. Opening doors

and a tow bar made it endlessly playable, and
it has remained one of my favourite Matchbox

castings from childhood through to adulthood.

occasional Corgi, Majorette and Hot
Wheels. I considered myself a collector at
about the age of seven, around 1980, and
avidly collected the boxes because I loved
the artwork—this is where my love affair
with Matchbox really began. My mum
made me throw a lot of the boxes away,
much to my disappointment, only to tell
me a couple of years later that I should
have kept them, as they made the models

forget!

WHAT DO YOU COLLECT?

My first love was, and still is, Matchbox
collecting: 1-75 Superfast, Superkings,
Yesteryear, Matchbox Dinky, and
Collectibles. My main focus and true
passion are the Lesney years, although my
collecting spans from the late 1960s to the
present day. My Corgi models are mainly
1:36-scale vehicles from the 1970s and
1980s. I have always preferred Matchbox
because of their quality, which led to
many playground debates about what was
better—Hot Wheels, Corgi Juniors or
Matchbox. I have all the major variations
of Yesteryear, while my Superkings focus
has largely been on trucks, with Peterbilt
and Ford trucks—Continentals and LTS—
among my favourites. In 2011, I started a
role at Mazda Australia, which acted as a
catalyst for taking a shine to the Tomica
mainline range—what Matchbox should
be in today’s era, rather than the current

Mattel narrative—while also dabbling

in 1:43,1:18 and some 1:10-scale radio-
controlled kits. I also began showcasing
my collection via Instagram (@
thewheelcollector) as a way of engaging
with other collectors, creating a sense

of community within the hobby and
building a running archive of my models. I
reckon my collection sits at around 15,000
models, which is a fair few, although I am
well aware that some collectors have far
larger collections.

WHAT ARE YOUR HINTS AND
TIPS ABOUT COLLECTING?

My hints and tips are simple: collect what
you like and like what you collect. Diecast
collecting should be about the enjoyment
of the hobby rather than financial gain.

If you are chasing monetary returns,

have realistic expectations—don’t expect
your collection to make millions, as

values rise and fall unpredictably. Today’s
‘hot’ items may be tomorrow’s old news.
Opverproduction has flooded the market
with Yesteryear, making them difficult to
shift. My observation is that Matchbox
Superfast is considered more valuable
because so many examples were played
with and sadly destroyed, leaving far fewer
survivors. I see a similar future for the Hot
Wheels collectors’ range. Mint packaging
alone does not guarantee long-term value.

WHAT IS THE HOLY GRAIL

THAT IS MISSING FROM YOUR
COLLECTION?

There are a few Matchbox Superfast
models I would love to own: the MB8
Rover 3500 in yellow; the MB34 Chevy
Pro-Stocker in green ‘88’ tempo with
matching box; the MBS white transitional
Ford Mustang; and the MB22 transitional
Pontiac Grand Prix in red. It is a proper
wish list, but if the price is right, there is
always a deal to be done. I managed to
acquire a pre-production TP-24 Long
Haul truck in Kodak livery from a seller
who had no idea of its rarity. Sometimes
you get lucky! M

What we reckon

Jono does well by documenting his models
and sharing his collection via social media.
It's not for everyone, but it allows a pictorial
archive that informs other collectors about
models on the rarer side, rather than
following the all-too-obvious cycle of new
drops. When social media is done without
the need for validation and likes, these
channels become a brilliant resource, and
Jono's feed exemplifies the journey of
collecting and showcases excellence in the
quality of his collection. Keith D'Souza
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ABOVE Despite there being over 40 years between
them, both models are clearly of the Rover SD1.

Style, ambition & legacy

For this month’s ‘Then and now’, Steve Coles takes a
closer look at the Ferrari Daytona-inspired Rover SD1.

aunched in 1976, the Rover
SD1 was designed as a
replacement for both the Rover
P6 and the Triumph 2000/2500
ranges. At this time, both marques were
under the umbrella of British Leyland
(BL) and by the time development work
started, they had both come under the
new ‘Specialist Division” of BL. The
project was given the codename SD1
(Specialist Division project 1), a name that
BL never used in its marketing and sales
of the car. Instead, they referred to the
engine size and trim level, or to one of the
traditional ‘names’ (Vanden Plas, Vitesse).
Enthusiasts now refer to the car by the
codename SD1 to cover all models from
the range. Early cars were built at Rover’s
Solihull factory, but were plagued by poor
build quality. Despite the advancements
over the P6 and all the fanfare at launch,
the car quickly gained a poor reputation,
not helped by even the press fleet cars
being of poor quality. Things improved
after the 1982 facelift, with production of
these ‘Series 2’ cars moving to Cowley. By
this time, however, the damage was done,
which is a shame, as the Series 2 cars were
generally regarded as being very good
cars. This month’s “Then and Now’ takes a
closer look at two miniature examples of
the SD1.
Whilst there have been a decent
number of toys and models produced of

the Rover SD1 over the years, it was last
year’s Matchbox Moving Parts Rover

SD1 Vitesse that sparked the idea for this
month’s comparison. Some might question
my choice to compare the new Matchbox
with an older Corgi, given that Matchbox
itself released a 1-75 Rover 3500 back

in 1981. My reasons are surprisingly
simple; firstly, colour. Matchbox didn’t
release their 3500 in red, the colour of
their Moving Parts 2025 offering. Corgi,
however, did release their Junior Rover
3500 in red. Secondly, there have already
been numerous comparisons between the
two Matchbox versions on the internet.
So, let’s take a closer look at how these
two red Rovers compare.

We will start, as always, with the older
model. The basic shape of this Series 1 car
looks to be about right. Corgi provided
a degree of cast-in detailing with the
shape of the headlights and outline of the
Rover badge up front, and the distinctive
ribbed rear lights at the back. Corgi also
chose to fit a tow bar, giving rise to that
slightly awkward, oversized hook. The
black plastic base also incorporates the
[all-black] bumpers, which on the Series
1 cars consisted of three pieces front and
rear; two plastic end caps and a stainless

steel central section. A nice feature of this
toy is the opening tailgate, revealing a
good-sized boot area. And not only does
the tailgate open, but it is glazed too.

My example featured here has yellow-
tinted windows and a yellow interior. The
interior is, as you would expect from a
small-scale toy, pretty basic looking, but it
does have more than a passing resemblance
to the early SD1 interior. Overall, this is

a nice looking representation of the early
Series 1 SD1.

For their new Moving Parts SD1,
Matchbox have chosen the later Series 2
car, in top of the range Vitesse form, as
introduced in late 1982. Labelled as an
1984 SD1, this model also captures the
SD1’s shape well and boasts the larger,
deeper front spoiler that Austin Rover
homologated for the 1985 European
Touring Car Championship.

It also has the side rubbing strips,
introduced in 1984 when the rear wheel
spats were deleted. Matchbox have cast
in the rear spoiler and simply painted it
body colour (it should be black), which
sort of spoils its appearance in my book.
What also slightly spoils the appearance
is the oddly applied black paint around
the windows. While the black has been
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ABOVE The oversize tow bar/hook on
the Corgi spoils the look of the rear.

applied to the top millimetre of vertical
surface, the flat surfaces are still red,
looking odd with the window glazing set
behind.

The rest of the detailing on this SD1 is
superb. The side rubbing strips and door
handles are very delicately done. The front
lights and Rover badge are nicely detailed,
and even the silver paint representing the
chrome strip along the leading edge of the
bonnet is well done. The model’s ace card,
however, is around the back.The painted
rear lights and ‘Rover Vitesse’ badging
would give a 1:64 that costs several times
as much as a real run for their money. The
opening bonnet reveals Rover’s infamous
V8 painted in three colours. And like the
Corgi, the interior is fairly basic but does
pass for the Series 2 interior.

So I reckon the Corgi has real period
charm, while the 2025 Matchbox is
superbly detailed. When you park the two
side by side, however, something becomes
immediately obvious. That difference is the
dimensions of both cars. They are the same
length and nearly the same height, but
their widths are very different; yet it is hard
to tell which is closer to the correct width.
When viewed together from the side, they
also take on very different appearances. The
Matchbox looks lower, with the Corgi’s
windows appearing squarer and taller.
Photos of the real car suggest to me the
Matchbox is perhaps the most accurate,
which you would possibly expect, being a
much newer model..... But I don’t think
it is quite that clear-cut. Perhaps it’s time
to go and dig out my bronze MB8 Rover
3500 and a scale ruler! M

ABOVE Both Rovers feature openings; the
Corgi has the lifting tailgate while the
Matchbox has the front hinged bonnet.
BELOW LEFT Three colours of paint gives
the Matchbox excellent engine detail.
BELOW RIGHT The Rover SD1 had a
capacious load area; something Corgi
have replicated on their Juniors version.
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Superfast
1969-1982

Charting the evolution of the Matchbox
Superfast range during the Lesney years.

ROLLS-ROYCE COUPE

Production: 1970-73

Catalogue: 1970-73

Box Styles: F, G

Taking over from the non-Superfast Hatra
Tractor Shovel for 1970, this model was based
on the then latest Rolls-Royce, a two-door
convertible bodied by Mulliner Park Ward.
Many collectors, particularly Americans,
have wondered why this was called a "coupé"
when it was quite obviously a convertible or
cabriolet. The reason is that Rolls-Royce, being
arather conservative company, chose to use
the old-fashioned term "drop-head coupé" for
its cars.

Anyway, this lovely model shared some
components with the existing Silver Shadow
saloon (No 24 in the series) namely the
opening boot and the front grille/lights/
bumper piece. The rest was all new. Initially
it was painted an attractive mid-blue colour,
with a tan hood cover and a reddish-brown
interior that could be described as terracotta.

The windscreen was tinted orange, and the

base was normally painted black, but can also
be found in silver, brown and even yellow!

In 1973, the colour scheme was changed to a
metallic gold body, with a cream interior and
black hood, although gold examples could

be found with terracotta interiors and/or tan
hoods. Some late examples appeared in a
slightly different shade known as ‘lime gold’,
which is more of a metallic yellow colour than
gold. This Rolls-Royce Coupé had a fairly short
life, being replaced for the 1974 catalogue.

TURBO FURY

Range: Rola-matics

Production: 1974-78

Catalogue: 1974-78

Box Styles: |, J

Easily the most impressive Rola-matics release
is Turbo Fury. Based largely on No 61 Blue
Shark from 1972, but painted an eye-catching
shade of metallic red, the rear of the casting
was heavily modified to accept to large rear-
facing six-bladed turbine fans that contra-
rotate as it drives.

The main casting difference compared to
Blue Shark was a big bulge behind the driver,
instead of a rear-mounted engine, that fed the
two huge fans.

The chassis and headlights are painted black
and the driver and clear windscreen were
common parts shared with Blue Shark. On
the nose was a racing decal with an arrow and
the number "69". If you think you've found a
Turbo Fury without the rotating turbines, it is
actually a Blue Shark incorrectly painted red
and with "69" instead of "86" labels because at
one point there was a production run error.

SECURITY TRUCK

Production: 1979-82

Catalogue: 1979-82

Box Styles: L

Something completely different for 1979 was
Security Truck, which was the first armoured
car to appear in the Matchbox range. It

was based on a real vehicle, probably an
International, used by the Wells Fargo Bank in
the USA. Most people today probably associate
the name Wells Fargo with stagecoaches in the
Wild West but for many years it has operated
as a major bank and financial services
company headquartered in San Francisco.

The Matchbox model came painted in the
correct red with a separate roof component in
white plastic. The base and grille are painted
silver-grey, whilst the windows and dome light
are blue-tinted. The company name and logo
are tampo printed on the sides in white. The
only variations involve the telephone number
printed on the front fenders. Reportedly this
was a real phone number and was changed
after complaints about kids dialling it. It was
changed, but the original number is still on
the box! M
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through
the ages

Grapple with this!
George Chrysostomou
battles with the history
of wrestling figures.

f you've turned on Netflix recently,

you’ve probably noticed WWE

banners across the platform’s

advertising panels. In fact, start
channel-hopping for an evening, and AEW
will likely appear. It seems that wrestling is
entering a bit of a boom period again as the
sport and entertainment juggernaut goes
mainstream. With any significant brand like
this, which has a sizeable audience, there are
bound to be toys and figures inspired by the
action taking place in the ring.

The very first action figures based on
wrestling appear to date back to Japan in the
1960s, inspired by characters from the Japan
Pro Wrestling Alliance (JWA). However,
it wasn’t until large American companies
entered the business that the collectable
space really took off. Today, there’s a lot of

g

N
e : w 5

R INSIDE!

interest in putting together classic wrestling
rosters using their action figures, and fans
have been known to pay thousands of
dollars for rarer finds. With the increased
wrestling presence on our TVs in mind, it’s a
great time to look at the history of wrestling
figures and their prominence as collectables
today.

WRESTLING'S SUPERSTARS

IN FIGURE FORM

For those non-wrestling fans out there,
it’s important to briefly touch on how the

wrestling industry has functioned over
the last few decades. While wrestling was

initially divided into territories with a
range of major companies, the birth of
the WWF began to change things. The
territories began to die out, as major
companies like the NWA, WCW and what
would become WWE took their place.
Soon, an independent circuit emerged
that complemented other mainstream
promotions such as TNA and AEW. Now,
there are still some major brands alongside
WWE, including AAA in Mexico (which
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24 TOYS

1. A Hulk Hogan 1988 LJN figure.

2. An Antonio Inoki 1969 JPWA figure.

3. A Stone Cold Steve Austin 2009 Jakks Pacific
figure. 4. A Trick Williams 2024 Elite Mattel figure.
5. An Andre The Giant WWE Wrestlemania figure

WWE now owns) and NJPW in Japan. Each
of these major promotions features famous
wrestlers of its own, who have been fully
realised in video games, collectable cards,
and, of course, action figures.

It was Wrestling Superstars in 1984
that really began the figure trend, though.
Created by the toy company LN, these
figures were inspired by WWF’s biggest
names, including André the Giant, ‘Rowdy’
Roddy Piper and Hulk Hogan. These toys
were rather limited in their mobility, and
while they captured a stylised likeness of
the heroes and villains of the squared circle,
they were largely built with a sturdiness
that meant kids could throw them around.
The line was stopped in 1989, although
interestingly, a variation on Wrestling
Superstars was revisited in 2021, recreating
the classic chunky aesthetic, albeit with
modern wrestlers. But, Wrestling Superstars
ultimately set the standard, despite the
line’s drawbacks. Not only are they fondly
remembered and highly sought after, but
they were the first signs of a boom in
wrestling merchandise.

A POST-BOOM PERIOD

The 1980s were a significant boom period
for wrestling, and the 90s saw a continuation
of that momentum. The two major
competitors during this period, WCW and
WWE both launched new action figure

lines with duelling companies. WCW turned
to Galoob and then Toy Biz to create their
plastic figures. At this stage, they still weren’t
quite seen as a collectable, but the range and
diversity of figures available began to grow
as large as the wrestling roster itself. The
figures were still robust, but contained finer
detailing, with great attention paid to capture
the likeness of the wrestlers.

WWE meanwhile, worked with Hasbro
until 1994, which produced stylised,
larger-than-life action figures. While there
was something lifelike about the WCW
variations, these Hasbro alternatives felt as if
they had been inspired by cartoons. As the
famous Attitude Era approached and the
WWE became far more gritty, the action
figure range took the biggest step forward
yet. Jakks Pacific took the reins, creating
a range of genuine collectables that were
highly malleable, incredibly detailed and
featuring accessories and weapons. WCW
would soon follow suit, with Toy Biz
stepping up to the competition.

Jakks Pacific would dominate the space
throughout the 2000s, with the market
clearing after WCW was bought out by

WWE. Fascinatingly, TNA entered the toy
business and worked with both Marvel Toys,
an incarnation of Toy Biz, and Jakks Pacific
as well! This is the era that many highly
valuable collector items come from, with
Jakks Pacific, in particular, at the top of its
game.

THE MATTEL YEARS
Throughout both the 2010s and the 2020s,
Mattel has become the most prominent
action figure creator for WWE, which
continues to be the largest wrestling
company in the world. With the collectable
community growing throughout this period,
Mattel further focused on specific lines.
While there was a general range of toys
aimed at young fans, which began utilising
face-scanning technology on the wrestlers,
Mattel also opted for more expensive
collector’s items.

The Elite Collection range has become
the premium collector’ item for modern

WWE wrestlers, with Mattel playing to the
community with fan-led designs, convention
appearances and event reveals. These figures
are usually inspired by iconic in-ring
appearances, with a quality final finish that
recreates specific gear and superstar tattoos,
hair and accessories at such a minute level.

MONEY IN THE BANK

Like any collectable space, there are some
truly shocking price tags linked to some of
these action figures, as fans search out the
rarest items. One of the most expensive
wrestling figures of all time is the Hulk
Hogan prototype figure, created by LINJ.
The few models that exist have been listed
between $50,000 and $120,000 and are a
significant part of wrestling figure history.
Much in the same vein, an exclusive Mattel
figure that was never released, featuring

a granite Ultimate Warrior, has been
auctioned for $20,000. The Hasbro 2-Up
experimental figure of Big Boss Man,
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meanwhile, was purchased at $5,500 by

restler and major voice in the collectable
community, Zack Ryder/Matt Cardona.
Greg “The Hammer” Valentine’s very own
prototype figure from LNJ, in his rhythm
and blues gear, retailed at $15,500!

But figure sales can also be based entirely
on the popularity of a wrestler. Look
at LJN Wrestling Superstars’ figure of
Macho Man Randy Savage from 1989, for
instance.

The mint condition, in-box toy sold for
$12,000! An Ultimate Warrior equivalent
went to auction at $9,999.99, with Andre
the Giant following on at $9,500. It seems
collectors are still hunting down those
iconic LN figures in particular, which
hold such fond memories for those who
grew up watching wrestling.

THE FUTURE OF THE INDUSTRY

much on

The conversation is still very

those rare, older collectable figures, at least
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those that can be found in a relatively
stable condition or in-box. While some
non-WWF and non-Western figures

also sell well, the majority of the market
seems specifically interested in America’s
wrestling history.

It’s a mythology that continues to grow,
and those limited Mattel drops are more
than likely to become valuable years down
the line.

But what’s really exciting about
wrestling figure collector items is the way
the community is continuing to grow.
From special events to podcasts, YouTube
streams and blogs, there’s a whole range
of ways to interact with this hobby that
seemingly popped up overnight. This
is being partially driven by wrestlers
themselves, who have become great
advocates for the history of wrestling
figures. It seems that their passion for
their craft has inspired a generation of fans
to appreciate the show on another level. H
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0224 SCALEXTRIC

calextric is a name most of us have

grown up with since our very

earliest years. Even if we might

consider ourselves to be grown out
of such things (nonsense, you're never too
old!), there is always the excuse of younger
generations to dust off the classic old track
pieces.

The concept was first introduced at the
Harrogate International Toy Fair in January
1957 by Minimodels Ltd., a manufacturer
of tinplate cars since 1952. By 1956, the
toy market was beginning to change
rapidly, thanks to new high-quality, low-
cost pocket-money toys, such as Lesney’s
newly introduced range of diecast Matchbox
vehicles. The company’s owner, Fred Francis,
had taken note of the popularity of the cars
being raced on rails by specialist clubs and

the idea of a buried-rail track ‘slot car’ system

was born during a visit to a trade fair. When
it launched at Harrogate, the following year,
Minimodels initially introduced Scalextric
(from ‘Scalex Electric’, named after its earlier

Scalex tinplate car range) with a rubber track

system, utilising battery power and push-
button controllers. The cars were, of course,
initially tinplate and featured low-voltage
electric motors.

Moving into the 1960s, Scalextric was
really starting to take off, and even the track
got upgraded in 1963, with the introduction
of the new, more flexible Plexytrack,
replacing the original rubber track.
Plexytrack featured a sturdier system for
connecting track sections and is the system
many of us, including me, grew up with. The
cars had undergone quite a transformation
too in 1960, and were now manufactured
with moulded plastic bodies rather than
tinplate. This was more cost-effective to
produce and allowed for greater detail. Also
in 1960, the first edition of the Scalextric
catalogue was published.

My first experience of this delightful toy
was aged just three (see photo) in 1967, so
that’s where my collection is focused. I also
have plenty of 1970s Scalextric, but that’s for
another article!
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Back on track

Rick Wilson takes a snapshot of the much-loved
Scalextric slot racing system from the 1960s.

By the mid-1960s, there was a real variety
of sets and accessories on offer, as the range
had expanded rather impressively from the
early years. I've picked out my favourites to
detail here, but I can thoroughly recommend
grabbing one of the catalogues from the era
to fully appreciate this amazingly popular
toy.

SETS
The first thing that stands out when you see
a boxed set is the incredible artwork by the
legendary artist, Roy Nockolds. The imagery
is so dramatically evocative and featured on
Scalextric sets right up to his passing, aged
68, in 1979.

The smaller set here is Set 50, comprising
a figure-of-eight track with a flyover and
LEFT That's me, aged 3 in 1967, playing

nicely (for once!) with my big sister - my first
experience of Scalextric! Dad is helping.

two cars (C/72 B.R.M. and C/73 Porsche
Formula 1 cars). It’s the cars that help age it,
as they were replaced by C/81 Cooper and
C/82 Lotus during 1966, according to that
year’s catalogue.

But the next set is a huge step up,
with much more track, which could be
configured either as two-lane or four-
lane, and included four cars (2x C/81
Cooper and 2x C/82 Lotus Formula 1
cars). Marketed as “Set 807, this was also
referred to as “4 in 17. My set is from the
1967 range, dated by a leaflet that promotes
the superb “101 Circuits” publication, first
released that year.

Both sets had first appeared in 1964 and
lasted in the range until 1970, although the
included cars would change during this
period, of course, to reflect what was in
production at the time.
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FACING PAGE Stunning
artwork by the legendary Roy
Nockolds adorned all the sets and
packs during the 1960s - here we see my
Set 80 “4 in 1” and the smaller Set 50.

SPECIALIST TRACK

Scalextric, by now, featured plenty of extras
to add even more excitement, such as the
A/248 Hump Back Bridge and various
chicanes, but my favourite three, by far, were
PT/77 ‘Goodwood’ Chicane Set, PT/90 Pit
Stop Set and PT/73 Hill Climb and Dragster
Turn.

PT/77 ‘Goodwood’ Chicane Set,
modelled on the famous hazard used on the
Goodwood Park Circuit, the set comprised
two converging tracks and three special half
straights with track close together. There
were borders to widen the track, plus hay
bales, cones, fences and the ‘Goodwood Wall’.
This was a carryover from the very earliest
rubber-track days and lasted in the range
until 1974. It was a notable absentee from the
1975 catalogue.

PT/90 Pit Stop Set

comprised PT/91 “W’ Turnout, PT/93 Y’
Turnout, and two PT/95 Lay By sections
(which came as a pair). The turnout sections
feature red slider buttons that divert the cars
when required. Operated by hand, Scalextric
sold a set of four cable-operated hand
controls as a set (PT/96) to make things a
little easier. The Pit Stop Set could actually
be expanded for four- or six-lane racing
with the addition of PT/92 X’ Crossing
and PT/94 ‘Z’ Crossing, but these are really
hard to come by these days and cost a pretty
penny when they do crop up. I'm still
looking.

PT/73 Hill Climb & Dragster Turn
first appeared in 1965. When used with a
conventional two-lane track, a special section
split the lanes, and a single lane circle allowed
the car to return without handling, very
much in the popular style of hill climbing
and perfect for single-person play. Put two
of these at each end of a straight section

and you have an interesting test track. I have
two sets and run mine with the ‘Goodwood’
Chicane Set and Pit Stop Set in between for
a superb visual treat.

BELOW PT/73 Hill Climb
and Dragster Turn with
two copies of “101
Circuits” (both 1st and
2nd editions) and a leaflet
from the 4-lane set.

ACCESSORIES
Scalextric had also begun to introduce
various buildings, some in the form of self-
assembly kits. There were also ‘extension
sets’, which combined extra pieces of track
and accessories.

K/703 Control Centre

Introduced in 1963 as a self-assembly kit,
this three-storey control centre is a very
impressive building and is still very much
sought after today. It lasted in the range until
1970, but because it was a kit, not many
have survived. I was very lucky to find one
(just missing one of the flower box strips)
amongst a job lot for /15 on Facebook
Marketplace recently. These usually sell for
well over £100!

A/208 Control Tower
If you couldn’t afford the big control centre,
either back then or today, then this smaller
version was/is another popular choice.
Introduced in the first catalogue in 1960, it
was last listed as being in the range in the
1971 catalogue.

So, fast forward 60 years, and Scalextric
is still going strong, albeit a very different

BELOW ‘Goodwood’ Chicane
Set and Pit Stop Set, with all six
of the cars from my two sets.

RIGHT & |
BELOW RIGHT [
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K/703 Control

Centre and

A/208 Control
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digital animal these days, but just as exciting.

But there’s just something about those 1960s
sets that takes me right back to being an
impressionable three-year-old. H
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e British have long been

spoiled for choice when it

comes to military models.

There was a surge in
manufacturing output just after the Second
World War, but many companies, sadly,
would vanish in the 1950s. Thankfully, some
survived.

BOXING CLEVER

One company that did soldier on was Lesney.
I've always felt that Lesney’s military output
sat beautifully within its bigger 1-75 range —
and the marketing coup that saw these little
miniatures retailed in small boxes is now part
of history. Lesney had imitators, of course,
but none came close to its quality.

The late 1950s were key years for Lesney,
and a dozen military models followed one
another in quick succession. Authentic scale
was not always followed (see the DUKW, for
example), but to its credit, Lesney focused
on British vehicle manufacturers and less on
foreign makes. Lesney even tooled up for
rubber tracks, an example of the company’s
attention to realism. To the single models
can be added the delightful Antar low loader
with its Centurion tank, a pairing rivalled
only by the excellent Sentry Box offering.

MODERN TIMES

Whilst the name DCMT is arguably less
well known, under its Lone*Star branding it
became synonymous with toy firearms. The
Palmers Green enterprise truly cornered
the market in this particular area and made
a killing, if you’ll pardon the pun.The
company also produced diecast vehicles and
had a military range within that.

Under the Modern Army banner,
Lone*Star’s 1/43 range hit the toyshops in
the 1950s. As for quality, the models were,
to my mind, a little rough around the edges.
That said, there was innovation in the
shape lorry-mounted searchlights and radar
dishes, and its cannon and launchers were
functional. An interesting item was the Bren
gun carrier, something that most makers
had overlooked since the Britains example.
The range was supplemented by instantly
identifiable, rather squat, plastic British
infantry. Still common today, examples
stand out because of their slightly unusual
accoutrements.

STAR TURN

Astra Pharos was yet another small business
that had its origins in a terraced property in
London. Toy production (notably working
traffic lights and searchlights) got underway

TOP John Hill's delightful barrage balloon and
transporter; other manufacturers also offered
this ensemble. RIGHT Long-range anti-tank gun
is arguably the commonest Bullock military
item to be found today.

In the second and final part of this two-part

feature, Alwyn Brice concludes his review of
classic British diecast military model suppliers.

in the early 1930s. Still, in 1937, the company
decided to change direction and move into
military offerings, possibly in view of what
was looming on the global horizon.

The fact that you’ll find Astra models
today without much trouble speaks volumes
about these toys’ robustness. Tinplate and
diecast elements were employed, and the
result was longevity: even when exposed to
the elements, Astra toys survived. Tough as
old boots, they exemplified the character of
the people of the era, one feels.

Field guns, fixed base cannon, a range
of military searchlights, a pom-pom gun, a
huge cruciform-based anti-aircraft gun, a

multiple rocket launcher, and even guns and
searchlights mounted on O gauge railway
wagons are all to be found. The railway
examples, for some reason, are scarce today,
but pretty much all the rest of the output is
readily available. There are variations within
the range for those who like that sort of
thing — and paint finishes can vary in shade.
(Astra had a link-up with Wend-Al and
Johillco in the mid-1950s when it sold some
moulds: these latter companies produced
some similar models). Overall, simple, solid
engineering has ensured that these models
still function almost a century on: that’s how
good they are.
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QUALITY STREET
I feel that Bullock, a marketing name for
MSR Toys, has been much overlooked in
the military marketplace. This is a great
pity, because its small range of mobile guns
and fixed-base cannons is something to
be coveted. Extremely well engineered
and fully functional (the only maker, I
believe, to include string lanyards that
allowed the guns to fire, just like the real
thing), they also benefited from meticulous
paintwork. Furnished with amorces and
wooden projectiles, toys they were, indeed,
but viewed nowadays, they are something
which would take pride of place in any
model collection.

‘Whilst not too common now, for
some reason, most of the examples I've
come across have remained in very good
condition indeed.

SOLDIERING ON

Best known for its plastic toy soldiers (in
particular the swoppet types, that relied on
overmoulding and no painting, that were
thus far cheaper than the Britains product),
Timpo, in its early days (the 1930s), saw it
manufacturing in a variety of media, the
result of materials shortages. It is credited
with making figures in Timpolene (rather

like Hausser’s mixture of kaolin, sawdust
and glue), and lead and diecast models
followed.

In terms of military diecast models, there’s

not much out there, and the subject matter
is certainly not well catalogued. Aircraft,
available singly and in sets, is one collecting
area, but the actual army vehicles are rather
scarce. The most common would appear

to be the military dispatch rider; there’s a
slightly crude articulated khaki-coloured
army tanker, an AEC lorry (a repaint of the
civilian version?) and a small field gun. My
knowledge base runs out here; doubtless,
some readers will be able to supplement this
information.

LONDON CALLING
We conclude with another capital firm:
like Timpo, John Hill’s long suit was that of
model soldiers, initially produced in toxic
lead (no-one had heard of Elf ‘n’ Safety back
then, you see), from an address in London.
Here was another of the pioneering diecast
fraternity, and in fact, the company owed
its origins to an ex-Britains employee, who
founded the enterprise in 1898.

Its contribution to the military vehicle
scene is likely to appeal only to those who
like quirky, as the models were somewhat

TOP LEFT Timpo's fuel tanker and a field gun:
detail a bit coarse, but the vehicles were sturdy
enough. ABOVE LEFT Odd assembly from Timpo
includes three twin-boom aircraft (Lightnings?)
plus ground personnel. TOP This selection of
John Hill’'s military vehicles includes a rare box.
Note the tank’s somewhat unusual camouflage
CENTRE A trio of the ever-popular Lesney army
vehicles, which are still readily available 70
years on. ABOVE This anti-tank gun from Astra
is not too difficult to find.

crude and, in many cases, relied on
common underpinnings. For “common
underpinnings” read the purported Mack
truck, which was continually pressed into
service and formed the basis of a mobile
anti-aircraft gun, a searchlight lorry and

a barrage balloon truck, as well as a gas
cylinder truck. Other interesting models
included a far-too-small R enault tank, a
larger scale dispatch rider and half a dozen
simple cannons, which could fire caps or
projectiles. One early boxed set (of eclectic
content) includes a WW 1-type tank, but
John Hill later produced mechanised
armour and vehicles that saw action during
the Second World War.

Curiously, its military models were not
always finished in khaki: look out for light
blue, yellow and even orange (!) paint
finishes. Ml
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224 RAILWAYS

here have been many examples

of innovative products

which fought for consumer

dominance. For those who
remember videotape, VHS, and Betamax are
good examples. Betamax was technically
superior, yet VHS (which stands for ‘Video
Home Systems’) grabbed the market share
by being adopted by more people. These
included producers of adult entertainment,
who always seem to be at the forefront of
new technology. Both formats are history
now, apart from a retro following.

Technical battles like these are not new.

They were presaged by railways in the mid-
19th century. Their development was not a
neat, co-ordinated process. How could it be?
Even today with our advanced technology,
neat and co-ordinated is not in the lexicon.

STANDARD GAUGE

Why did four feet eight and a half inches
end up being the widely adopted gauge?
Possibly from the wheel spacing on horse-
drawn carts, which in turn was dictated by
the width of a horse’s rear quarters.

And how does that translate to metric?
Not easily! There is no convenient
mathematical relationship between metric
and imperial; a millimetre is 0.03937007874
of an inch.

In fact, the UK imperial system was not
fully quantified until 1855.That ties in fairly
well with the development of railways.
Steam engines, though crude by modern
engineering standards, still benefited from
accurate and consistent measurements.

Despite the dominance of standard gauge,

A very

British

ompromise

“These trains are small. Those trains are far away.”
Mark Nolan attempts to explain how we ended
up with two scales with the same gauge, without

confusing Father Dougal.

flamboyant engineer Isambard Kingdom
Brunel built a 7-foot broad gauge network
for the Great Western Railway. The GWR
was eventually forced to convert to standard
gauge for interoperability.

SCALE V GAUGE

When we talk about scale, it’s inches to
the foot in imperial, and a ratio like 1:76
in metric. Gauge, on the other hand, is the
distance between the rails.

At first glance, OO and HO look like the
same thing. Same track, similar size, broadly
interchangeable. Many UK toy trains were
actually labelled ‘OO/HO’ on the box.

Wind the clock back to the early 20th
century, and model railways were dominated
by O gauge; expensive, space-hungry, and
increasingly at odds with shrinking houses
and post-war realities. Something smaller was
needed.

Enter the Germans, who have always been
very good at deciding how big things ought
to be. They halved O gauge, sensibly enough,
and produced HO (Half O) at 1:87 scale on

16.5 mm track. It worked. It looked right. It
ran well. By the 1930s, and certainly after the
war, HO had become the default in Europe
and America. But not Britain!

COMPACT BODIES

British railways are smaller, tighter, and
more fiddly. A bit like British roads, really.
Our locomotives had compact bodies

and outside valve gear. In model form,
there was precious little space for an
electric motor. And in the 1930s, electric
motors were not dainty things. British
manufacturers, Hornby chief among them,

had a choice—redesign motors at huge cost
and risk, or cheat slightly.

They cheated. By keeping HO’ 16.5 mm
track but scaling the models up from 3.5
to 4mm to the foot, they created ‘Dublo’;
it looked right, ran reliably, and didn’t
require a degree in electrical engineering to
manufacture. OO gauge was born, not out of
accuracy, but out of sheer practicality.

Yes, it’s technically wrong. The track’s too
narrow. Purists will tell you it should be
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18.83 mm, and they’re right. But this was
the 1930s. What mattered was whether trains
would go round a tight curve on the dining
table without derailing.

By the time anyone seriously questioned
the maths, it was far too late. OO had spread
into bedrooms, lofts and model railway clubs.
Post-war Britain rebuilt itself in 4 mm scale,
while the rest of the world marched happily
along in HO.

Today, the original excuses for OO no
longer apply. Motors are tiny, powerful, and
sophisticated. British outline models could
easily be built to true HO proportions. But
why would you? The OO ecosystem is vast,
familiar, and deeply loved. It’s not perfect, but
it works, and it always has.

So we're left with two scales that look
almost identical, share the same track, and yet
come from completely different mindsets.
HO is the neat, rational international
solution. OO is the slightly bodged, British
answer that got the job done anyway. And we
still love it.

UNDERESTIMATING 00

Many European manufacturers fancied
breaking into the UK market. Lima and
Playcraft (from the French manufacturer
Jouef) had some success, though Lima
eventually retooled and produced an even
more successful range, filling gaps left by
Hornby.

In 1977, the venerable German
manufacturer Fleischmann produced a Class
42 Warship diesel hydraulic in two liveries,
as well as three Bulleid SR coaches. They
also planned a Bulleid Pacific spamcan
‘Blackmore Vale’. All of these models would
have been incredibly popular but for one
fatal misjudgement. Maybe they thought we
wouldn’t mind them being smaller than the
rest of our trains, or perhaps we wouldn’t
notice. Producing HO for an OO market
was commercial suicide, and the products did
not sell well. A pity, as they are great models.
Bizarrely, the two Warships survived in the
Fleischmann catalogue until as late as 2001.

Fleischmann wasn’t the only Continental
manufacturer to make the same mistake. In
the same year, the respected Italian company
Rivarossi, who had a good reputation for
their large US outline products, launched
some UK models. Incredibly, they too failed
to understand the importance of the scale
difference.

Their launch model, which arrived in
1979, was a very nice parallel boiler Royal
Scot - a much-needed model at the time. It
was scaled somewhere between HO and OO,
but still looked too small against the latter,
which dominated the UK market. The loco
was available as the 6100 Royal Scot and the
6140 Hector, both with smoke deflectors.

The three-panelled coaches were a slightly

2

1. Rivarossi HO scale 4-6-0 Class 6P Royal Scot
number 6140 ‘Hector’ LMS (1979)

2. Playcraft Railways HO scale 1450 Euston
Passenger Train Set

3. Fleischmann 4246 HO scale Class 42 Warship
diesel number D821 in BR green

4. Lima HO scale Class 33 number D6524 in BR
rail blue livery with full yellow ends (1973)

5. Lima HO scale Class 4F Fowler 0-6-0 number
4547 in LMS Black (1974)

6. Playcraft P837 HO scale Class 21/29 number
D6100 in Green

obscure choice for the loco, but they look
ok.They were a Corridor Vestibule 1st, a
Corridor 3rd and a Brake Corridor 3rd. All
models were available separately, but there
was a set produced as well, which is quite
rare.

Had Rivarossi chosen OO from the start,
they could have caused serious upheaval
within the comfortable status quo of the
UK market. Instead, they withdrew, and the
stock of UK models took many years to clear,
remaining in the catalogue until 1988.

NEW SCALES

Of course, nothing stands still, and there

are always new scales to explore. The new
smallest scale ever is T Gauge. At 1:450
scale, you can fit an HST in your hand,

and it will do a conventional oval in a 16 x
11-inch space. At present, the range is small,
but it’s getting bigger.

The other scale to watch is TT120. Pitched
between OO and N, it was introduced
by Peco and Hornby in 2022, with other
manufacturers planning products. At 1:120, it’s
considerably smaller than OO, prototypically
correct, and more satisfying than N. It has
received some negative reviews on forums,
usually from OO proponents. However, the
classic riposte to them is, “At least our wheels
are the right distance apart.” ll
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t was a frosty afternoon, with snow still

thick on the ground, as we headed into

the Methodist Church Hall at Balsall

Common to meet up with the Model
Bus Federation (MBF) —West Midlands Area.
The Federation, which started in 1968, has
20 regional branches called Areas covering
the UK, and, luckily for us, the National
Chairman and Area Secretary of the West
Midlands branch is Roy Finney, who provided
a warm welcome to Rob and Ann of the
Gazette.

Roy explained that the MBF was started
by two 17-year-olds from Yorkshire back
in 1968. Bob Heathcote and Martin
Popplewell wanted to expand their interest
by communicating with other modellers
in order to improve their modelling. Their
group grew rapidly; currently, there are around
850 members — the majority in the UK, but
also in the US, Australia, New Zealand, and
elsewhere. The two founder members are still
very much a part of the scene. In fact, Bob
Heathcote was Chairman until Roy took
over 18 months ago and is still Membership
Secretary.

The club is open to anyone interested in
model buses, whether that’s collecting them,
building kits, making kits or building from
scratch.

The MBEF is regarded as the world’s leading
model bus authority, having been so for over
50 years. Being a member has many benefits,
not least as a platform where like-minded
people can discuss their interests and build
solid friendships in many cases. Also having
regional areas, they meet up as regularly as
their members want, with club nights, open
days and events.

The National MBF also meets for its AGM
and an annual competition, which, although it
awards trophies, is mainly for fun and a chance
for members to show off what they’ve been
doing. They tend to alternate the venue for
the AGM, it’s either at The King’s School in
Yorkshire or at the Heart of England School
in Balsall Common. Often it attracts overseas
members and generally has around 80 layouts
on display.

Members can keep in touch through social
media and the website, which also has a shop
exclusive to members which offers model
kits in white metal and resin, plus a wide
variety of accessories for scratch-builds and
modifications.

Members also receive a monthly glossy
colour magazine packed with articles covering
such topics as scratch-built models, kit reviews,
news from the various Areas, new diecasts,
kit modifications, plans, photographs and lots
more. There’s also a quarterly publication on
Fictitious Fleets.

The man behind these excellent
publications is Dave Jessop, who has been
a member since 1971 and editor of the

he

Model

Every other month, Ann Evans and Rob Tysall will be

visiting a toy collector’s club or society. This month, they
meet the Model Bus Federation.

Model Bus Journal for almost 20 years. Dave
had always collected Dinkies, and while at
Manchester University, he heard about the
newly formed MBE so he went along to a
meeting at Milton Hall, Deansgate. In later
years, he moved to Coventry and drove for
Johnson’s coaches, then switched to driving
buses. As well as being editor for the MBF’s
journals, he scratch-builds models and has his
own fictitious fleet called Eldorado.

Area meetings are always friendly, chatty
affairs as members all tend to be helpful
and keen to share their knowledge and
skills. Numbers were down a little at the
West Midlands meeting due to the weather;
usually there are between 19 and 25 people
present. Amongst them was Mark Hughes,
membership number 27, who makes kits

from etched brass. Mark grew up in Lytham
St Annes and clearly recalls being taken out
in his pram and crying in protest if he wasn’t
taken along the main road to see the buses. As
a boy, he got into re-painting Matchbox and
Dinky buses and then into making up Kkits.
These days, Mark scratch builds and makes
kits, plus he has his own fictitious fleet of
models.

Member Mike Wilson followed in his
dad’s footsteps. Mike said, “T remember him
letting me paint a wheelarch of one of his
models, and the first plastic kit he bought
me for Christmas. Now, 30 years later, I have
around 200 models, all different, some made,
some collected. My main interest is buses and
coaches from Blackpool because of the variety
before they were all made uniform.”
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1. Dave Jessop, Editor of the MBF Journal.
2. Mark Hughes with some of his buses.

On the next table was James Knight, who
has been into model bus collecting since the
age of 14. He builds his own models with
Meccano chassis, the bodies may be made
from cardboard, wood or brass. All his models
steer, and when not making models, you
might find him driving or volunteering at
Wythall Bus Museum.

It seems that often childhood memories
greatly influence what’s collected, and for
Kieran Starr, who joined in 1988, being
brought up in Leicester meant that he collects
Leicester buses, but he also has a fictitious
fleet now. At one time, he had around 400
buses, but now has around 150.

The MBEF also has a number of authors.
Paul Ellender has just brought out his latest

book, which is on the history of the coach
firm Shirley’s of Meriden near Coventry.
Paul drives for Johnsons Coaches but finds
the history of Shirley’s fascinating. He has
also built a diorama of the Meriden coach
firm, which no longer exists but will be
remembered by many people. Copies are
available at £/13.95 plus postage from him
directly. Email: i
Another West Midlands author is David
Cole, who has just released the second in the
series of 50 Years of WMPTE Ailsa Double
Decker, which were in service from 1969 to
1986, co-authored with Keith Billingsley. His
previous book is WMPTE The County Years
1974 to 1986. So keen on this bus, he owns a
full-sized double-decker Volvo Ailsa.
Member Stuart Jones’ career has been in
journalism for the bus press and is currently
the UK Judge for the International Bus and

3. Some of the MBF West Midlands Area members.
4. James Knight with a bus scratch built by him.
5. Kieran Starr. 6. Paul Ellender with his latest book.
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7. Red Lion Bus Station Stratford by David Cole.
8. A few of Dave Jessop’s models.
9. A sample of Mark Hughes’ Enterprise Fleet.

Coach of the Year Jury. As well as collecting
scaled models, he has owned ten full-sized
buses over the years. One was a 50th birthday
present to himself, a 1950s OB Bedford Duple
Vista.

Another long-standing member since 1971
is Andrew Goodwin. He has always built from
scratch — making models for himself, and
then extra models and kits for other people in
the group. He enjoys the friendship of other
members, finding that they are always ready
to help.

We also met Peter Murphy, who is the
National Treasurer for the Model Bus
Federation. Peter started collecting London
model buses in 1:76 scale; his collection also
includes many buses made by other members
of the federation.

Although we couldn’t get round to
everybody, it was a lovely afternoon, and
we caught up again with Chairman Roy

Finney, who had a chance to tell us how

his interest in buses started. Roy said, “I've
been a member for over 30 years. I grew

up in Meriden, and as a youngster, I built

a model railway, but after a visit to Wythall,

I got really into buses. I decided to make a
model of every Midland Red bus — thinking
there would only be a few. Now 168 models
later, I still haven’t made everyone! The
oldest is a 1922 bus, and often there aren’t

plans available, so you have to work from
photographs.”

He added that being a part of the MBF is a
great organisation to belong to, as everybody
is helpful and is always trying to pass
knowledge on to younger members. They
welcome new members from the age of 14
upwards.

We'd like to thank everyone at the West
Midlands branch for welcoming us. ll
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’ve been buying oft eBay for over

20 years. I had got to the point

where taking potluck and walking

20 miles around a toy fair in the
hope of tracking down that rare Yonezawa
tinplate Jaguar XK120 was starting to drain
me of all my collecting enthusiasm. Then
one day, I woke up to eBay and never
looked back. I bought lots of stuff from
the States and, pre-Brexit, lots of stuft from
France and Italy too. Added to this, I made
great connections with other dealers and
collectors worldwide. I remember buying
a load of very nice Tootsietoys from an
arcade in Atlanta, America. Best of the lot
was a boxed 1958 tinplate Police patrol car
bought for me as a Christmas present. Many
of the items were so scarce here in the UK
that I’'d never seen them, let alone had a
chance to buy them. For me, collecting
books became like shopping catalogues. I'd
see a picture of something and then go and
track one down. PayPal, the money side of
it, made international payments easy and
custom charges weren’t too exorbitant at
the time. For quite a while, it seemed, funds
permitting, that you could find most things
if you searched hard enough.

It’s not only collectables that come to
light through eBay. The incidental thing
about eBay, though, is how much you learn
about the human condition. For example, I
could offer something for £50 to purchase

My eBay Poker face

Ed Karswell ponders the world of model collecting.

immediately that’s worth £100 and get
no takers. Put the same item on a timed

auction, and it will end up making £150.
Possibly the same people who put it on
their watch list when it was offered at £50
then battled it out in a bidding war and
ended up paying £150. Go work that out.
I bought numerous things that were offered
at a set price because they were bargains.
For some reason, people don’t do it. Maybe
it lacks the jeopardy or the sport of an
auction? There are many bidding strategies,
from putting on lots of little bids just scare
competitors off to using sniper software.
The latter, if set to continually outbidding
the highest bid can prove extremely
expensive!

eBay, though, particularly the UK
operation, has a habit of rearranging the
chairs when it comes to its operating
systems. So now, buyers pay a fee so sellers
can list for free, available funds, timing
changes, etc., the list goes on. I work in
the marketing and design industry and
fully understand the road testing of systems
when it comes to buying and selling. I
know it can drive people to distraction.

‘It will never be perfect, but if anyone can
cast their minds back to the miles we once
travelled to marvel at trays of chipped-up
diecasts, they’ll see what a good thing it is.’

It’s the virtual equivalent of having your
supermarket rearrange its aisles every three
months. It can be bloody annoying.

There is a school of thought that maybe
the UK market in particular has reached a
saturation point and that there’s nowhere
else for it to go. No one else has come
up with an alternative selling platform
yet, although there are several Facebook
groups where buying and selling take place.
Although you have far less protection
here, it’s rife with scammers. My biggest
eBay change was that I stopped selling
items abroad, as I had a particularly
bad experience when I sent a model to
someone in the Netherlands. They assumed
I was in some way responsible for the
import charges on the item and made their
feelings known in no uncertain terms. In
these situations, I learned early on that it’s
always best to play the guy in the white hat
online, as eBay monitors all messages and
pointed out that I was not a member of the
government and therefore not responsible
for the import charges decreed by them. I
heard similar stories many times after Brexit
had broken.

In the meantime, I'm still a fan of eBay. It
will never be perfect, but if anyone can cast
their minds back to the fruitless miles we
once travelled to marvel at trays of chipped-
up diecasts, they’ll see what a good thing
it was and is. It has been said that online
collecting can be addictive, but as collectors,
we already know that, don’t we? ll
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Boat slides off trailer, trailer hooks on Corsair.

Lots of fun on road and sea with the New Ford Corsair

and the NEW breezy Fﬂhﬂ'hoyser

Alw ays

tn
(&)

towing & Healey sports boat and trailer. Boat has
skipperand passenger. Corsair has fully detailed engine

compartment - battery, radiator etc

windows. Prestomatic fingertip steering. Chauffeur
Jewelled headlights. Steering wheel. In red metallic

SET ND12S 9,"

with cream upholstery.

here’s a line in Kenneth

Grahame’s classic story The

Wind in the Willows where the

Water Rat says to the Mole:
“There is nothing — absolutely nothing —
half so much worth doing as simply messing
about in boats.”

Not everyone is fortunate enough to be
able to mess about in boats, but they can
certainly mess about with them in toy and
model form. Centuries before miniature
trains and cars were ever thought of,
children were playing with toy boats, and
the hobby has successfully evolved with
time, as the ongoing popularity of radio-
controlled boats today demonstrates.

Model boats are closely linked to model
cars — quite literally, as most diecast toy
ranges have included boat trailers which
can be towed behind the vehicles. Models
such as these are not only attractive in
their own right but are frequently offered
as part of a gift set containing a car, boat,
trailer and figures. This, of course, appeals
to toy manufacturers as it allows them to
offer a ‘new’ product simply by bringing
two existing items in a set. In this article
and next month’s sequel, we’ll look at how
four major British brands — Dinky, Spot-
On, Corgi and Matchbox — exploited this
idea during the classic period of diecast
manufacture during the 1960s and 1970s.

According to the Meccano Magazine for

hing new

from
o Gt 0 DINKY
®
precision-engineered by Meccano Limited,

Take to the water

In the first of two articles, Andrew Ralston |looks
at how British diecast companies linked up existing
cars to boat trailers to create something new
without incurring further tooling costs.

September 1960, “Dinky Toys collectors
must have noticed the growing number of
cars which now move smartly along the
roads towing behind them jaunty yachts
and motorised craft, mounted on trailers.”
Hence the introduction that month of the
Dinky Healey Sports boat on trailer. The
trailer is diecast with plastic wheels similar
to those fitted to Dublo Dinky Toy vehicles,
while the boat is plastic and can really float.
The hull is cream, and the superstructure is
usually green, and more rarely red or yellow.
It could be bought separately without the
trailer, and Dinky also made considerable
use of the model in combination with
others in the range. For example, the
Touring Gift Set of 1963 brought together
the Jaguar 3.4 saloon and Rambler Station
Wagon with a caravan trailer and the
Healey Sports boat. Those setting oft on
group expeditions could travel in a minibus

in the form of a Standard Atlas Kenebrake.
In these days, holiday traffic jams often led
to cars overheating, so the set also contains
an AA Motorcycle patrol to come to the
rescue. The following year, the Healey
Sports boat reappeared in the Holiday Gift
Set, along with the Vega Major Luxury
Coach, Plymouth convertible and Jaguar
Mark X.

On a more modest scale, the Fun A’hoy!
set, announced in July 1964 (just in time for
the summer holiday season), linked the boat
to a Ford Corsair. Packaged in an unusually
shaped but attractive display box, this set
revealed Dinky to be ahead of their time in
appreciating the value of recycling: the boat
is piloted by a man in a grey suit and tie
borrowed from the MGB Sports car while,
in the back seat, there’s the lady driver from
the Triumph Spitfire — still reaching out her
arms for a steering wheel that isn’t there!
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- FORD CONSUL CORSAIR - HEALEY SPORTS

This set was only listed for two years,
which makes it rare today, and when one
appeared at the June 2025 Simply Dinky
Vectis auction, the bidding soared to £580
(which, with the added fees, meant the
buyer paid £736).

It’s also worth mentioning in passing that
the Dinky Healey and some other boats
were copied in Hong Kong. Generally,
Hong Kong plastic toymakers copied
British diecast vehicles, but in the case
of the boats, they were making plastic
copies of plastic originals. One of the
most attractive of these is the Blue Box
set containing an almost exact likeness of
the Healey boat, which, unusually for such
Hong Kong plastic toys, is the same size as

the Dinky rather than being scaled up. It
seems likely that this set was inspired by the

Fun A’Hoy! set, though strangely Blue Box
substituted a copy of a rather dated Dinky
Austin A105 for the more modern Corsair.
Dinky was not the only British range
to introduce a model boat and trailer in
1960. Spot-On was Tri-ang’s ambitious but
ultimately doomed attempt to enter the
diecast market. Compared to the Healey
Sports boat, Spot-On’s Sailing Dinghy
and trailer was a rather fragile affair, with
various easily lost separate components to
attach in the form of mast, boom, tiller and
centre-board.
Brian Salter’s Ultimate Book of Spot-On
Models Ltd unravels the many complexities

BOAT & TRAILER 125

PREVIOUS PAGE “The new breezy Fun A'hoy
set” as advertised in the August 1964 Meccano
Magazine.

1. Dinky Toys no. 796, the Healey Sports
Boat, first went on sale as a separate item in
September 1960. It is shown here attached
to the Rambler Cross Country Station Wagon
(no. 193).

2. The Dinky Fun A'hoy set was only listed for
two years and is now very rare.

3. Spot-On offered the dinghy in combination
with a Vauxhall PA Cresta. (Photo: Vectis
Auctions)

4. “Take to the water with the Spot-On dinghy
and Hillman Minx set”, suggested this article
in the June 1966 Meccano Magazine.

of Spot-On production and explains the
various different modifications made in
terms of trailer design, methods of attaching
the boat to the trailer and, above all, the
many colour combinations. It was another
three years before Spot-On offered a car
and boat set, which was introduced in

time for Christmas 1963 (that is, about six
months before Dinky), with the car initially
being a Vauxhall Cresta and later a Sunbeam
Alpine. The Dinghy also crops up as part

of a bigger Gift Pack along with three cars,
and as a set paired with a Hillman Minx.

As 1964 was the year when Meccano was
taken over by Lines Bros, Tri-ang products
began to be discussed more frequently in
the pages of the Meccano Magazine, which
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by John Brewer
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was now published by Thomas Skinner
and Co. of London rather than as an in-
house journal by Meccano themselves. An
interesting feature, headed Take to the Water,
appears in the June 1966 issue describing
the Hillman Minx and Dinghy set and
giving instructions on how to build a
picturesque harbour setting for it, said to
be based on a typical West Country fishing
village. This even incorporated a water
feature, made of a polythene lining.

The Spot-On brand wouldn’t be around
for much longer, but one last variation on
the car and boat theme appeared as part of
the Tommy Spot series, in which the next
generation of Vauxhall Cresta (PB) was
supplied with the Dinghy in a box which
could be cut up and made into a Superville
Yacht Building — an invitation to destroy the
packaging which accounts for the rarity of
this set today. In September 2024, someone
bid as much as £900 (£1,143 with fees) for
one at Vectis.

It seems that the strategy of both Dinky
and Spot-On was first to sell the boat
separately and, perhaps when the novelty
wore off and sales slowed, to give it a
further boost by including it with other
items in a set. When it comes to Corgi Toys,
however, a different marketing approach
was adopted, as we’ll see next time. M
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5. Towards the end
of Spot-On production, the dinghy could be
purchased in one of the ‘Tommy Spot’ gift sets

along with the next generation PB Cresta. The box

was meant to be cut up and made into a building,

which means that very few of them have survived intact.

6. Spot-0On sailing dinghy dates

from 1960 and comes with

numerous fragile parts, which

are often missing.

. 4

April 2026 « navw.ccofgh. co.uk i



http://www.ccofgb.co.uk

)4 INTERVIEW

warmed to Steve Pickering early

on when he said his collectable toy

trading name was ’Jaunty Jalopies.

Established in 1986 and celebrating
its 40th anniversary this year, the title comes
from the 1969 film ‘Monte Carlo or Bust’
and the marketing strap-line, “Those daring
young men in their Jaunty Jalopies.” This is
a favourite movie of mine.

Steve’s personal car number plate even
reads JA10 PYS. “For many years I've tried to
live the name down,” he laughs. “I've found it
quite embarrassing, bordering on camp! Yet,
these days I buy into it, spurred on by the
many positive comments.”

Steve has been involved with collectable
toys for well over 40 years. His interest first
began at the age of 12, when he discovered
some boxed Lesney gift sets in the loft at
home.

“It turned out my mother had put them
away for me,” explains Steve. “T was spoilt
rotten as a young child by my Grandma, who
had a cycle shop near Doncaster which also
had a sideline in Matchbox Toys. She visited
every week and brought me so many of the
1-75 series that my Mum would snatch them
away to save.”

His enthusiasm grew when a local
newsagent in Filey, Yorkshire, stopped selling
Corgi models and placed the remaining stock
on sale in the window;, at a reduced price.
“We bought most of them,” smiles Steve. “I
still have the collection to this day.”

His love for the hobby was then derailed
by the usual vices of youth. These included
buying vinyl singles and LPs. “If only I had
been purchasing all that Dinky Toy surplus
stock instead, when the company went bust
in the late ‘70s,”

Oddly, it was Steve’s interest in classic cars

he laments.

that rekindled his interest in diecast models. T
was at a motor show in Birmingham during
the early ’80s and perusing a Haynes book
stand. There was one on the Sunbeam Alpine,
my favourite sports car at the time. I also
happened to see Graham Thompson’s book
‘Spot-On Diecast Models by Triang. I'd had

a few Spot Ons as a kid and always regarded
them as my favourites. Until I flicked through
the book, I had no idea of the range. There
was even a Sunbeam Alpine!”

Steve was then a penniless student and
couldn’t afford both books, so the Alpine
won out on the day.Yet, there were regrets
on the way home, and his girlfriend ordered
the Spot-On book from WHSmith for his
birthday a few months later.

Now, he was on a mission. It was 1985, and
Steve knew about the emerging Autojumbles.
He would visit these and be disappointed
that there were only maybe a couple of stalls
selling diecast models. He then learned about
Swapmeets.

“I had very little to spend, back then,”
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Chris Stonor continues his series focusing on
people who are keeping the old toy collectable
market alive and thriving. This month, he meets up

with Steve Pickering.

comments Steve, “The aim was to try and
collect the whole range of Spot-On models.
I couldn’t afford mint and boxed. Yet, chipped
ones often suitable for repainting, were
available for as little as £1 each.”

The highlight of that year was when
attending a Scotch Corner Swapmeet, he
purchased a Spot-On Gift Set containing an
Austin Flatbed lorry, Bentley, Aston Martin
DB4, Ford Zodiac and MGA.While the
models had a number of small defects, they
still cost the princely sum of £100.“In fact,
numerous models in my collection have the
odd flaw;” points out Steve. “After all, they
were only ever produced as toys.”

It was fortuitous back then that legendary
northern swapmeet trailblazer, Ken Wragg,
opened a small collector’s toy shop on Quay
Road in Bridlington, local to Steve. This

became a regular haunt in the search for
additions to his Spot-On collection.

Soon, he was attending Wragg’s toy fairs,
selling a combination of surplus models
from his collection and old shop stock from
local toy outlets. By the late ‘80s, Steve was
spreading his net further afield and was
attending events at Hull, York and Beverley,
as well as outdoor summer steam rallies and
classic car shows. He has taken a pitch at the
annual November NEC Classic Car Show
every year since the early ‘90s.

Yet, never once did he become a full-time
toy trader. His business has always remained
part-time.

After gaining an HND in Agriculture,
Steve struggled to find a related job during
the recession years of the early ‘80s. “There
was no place for me on our small family farm
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at that time,” says Steve, “So, living in a tourist
location, I had to take seasonal work. This was
fine until the cold weather arrived.”

One desperate winter, he found himself
selling cavity wall insulation.

Steve takes up the story:

“After joining the company, I was
introduced to a sales colleague, an actor called
Derren Nesbitt.”

Nesbitt is known for appearing in such
1960’s TV classics as ‘The Saint’, “The
Prisoner’, ‘Dr Who’, UFO’ and ‘The
Persuaders’. He is perhaps best remembered
for playing a nazi Gestapo commander in
the film “Where Eagles Dare’ and a German
fighter pilot in “The Blue Max’, acting
alongside the likes of Richard Burton, Clint
Eastwood and George Peppard. He also had a
cameo in ‘Monte Carlo or Bust!’

“Obviously, Derren was ‘resting’ between
acting work,” smiles Steve. “He was a larger-
than-life character and each day turned up
wearing a 3-piece pinstripe suit complete
with a button-hole carnation. He also drove
a bronze metallic Citroen CX complete with
a car phone, an expensive novelty in the mid
‘80s.”

He continues, “My few months working
with Derren were truly hilarious. Bearing
in mind his background and the product we
were selling, I used to joke with him: That’s
Foam Business! After I left, I never saw him
again, but by extraordinary coincidence, his
son, Ashley, was the photographer for my
son’s wedding 10 years ago.”

Nesbitt is still alive and celebrated his 90th
birthday last June.

Eventually, Steve was drafted to the family
farm.Yet, not being a born farmer, he decided
to diversify. It was Wragg who suggested
he should buy a van and do delivery work.
Through this, Steve’s career morphed into the
laboratory and medical supplies distribution
business, which it is today.

“We have quite a niche role,” he explains.
“Supplying all the medical essentials to NHS
hospitals for pharmaceutical clinical trials.

It’s quite satisfying to think we have played a

1. Steve Pickering alongside a collection of
Dinky models he wished he’d bought, when sold
as shop clearance, after the Liverpool company
closed in 1979. 2. The Jaunty Jalopies Hunmanby
shop. 3 & 4. A selection of Steve's stock.

5. Steve’s pitch at an outdoor event.

small part in the development of new drugs
and therapies for the likes of diabetes, obesity
and cancer.”

Meanwhile, Steve opened a collector’s
toy shop at the turn of the millennium,
selling obsolete diecast on the ground
floor, while packing medical supplies in the
basement. Eventually, expansion was required,
culminating in an auction purchase of a
former library in 2013. He laughs, “My hand
was shaking so much, I could hardly write
the cheque.”

While focused on building up the medical
supplies business, Steve was also busy selling
toy-related items on eBay. Today, he prefers
the ‘Buy It Now’ option. For example, he
can list up to 100 of the same item and
watch each one sell until all are gone. Steve
explains, “It’s always been hit and miss for me,
purchasing people’s collections, where you
can never be sure of a regular supply”.

He realised back in the ‘90s and noughties,
that relying on the same diecast wholesalers
that other traders went to was a price race
to the bottom. “What is the point of selling
the same item for a pound less than the other
dealer?”

Instead, Steve discovered ‘Jobbing
‘Wholesalers’ who were clearance merchants
dealing in a wide range of commodities. Back
then, they would often gain remainder diecast
parcels due to model over-production. “There
were some great opportunities,” says Steve, “T
filled my boots, but it’s a pity I wasn’t wearing
waders!” This stock was ideal for Steve’s eBay
shop as he could buy a gross of the same item
to suit his sales approach.

The over-production of diecast has now

ceased. “This is no bad thing,” continues Steve.
“The practice was killing our hobby.”

Today, he also has another string to his bow,
collecting and selling actual classic cars. “They
don’t have to be exotic. For me, it is sporty or
top-of-the-range versions of fairly ordinary
’60s and ’70s cars.”

Steve became aware that South Africa was a
rich source of right-hand drive English classics,
and due to the country’s sunny climate, it was
decades behind Britain in their deterioration.

In 2018, he imported his first container of
three Ford Escort restoration projects, and the
concept grew from there. Since then, Steve
has imported 60 or 70 Mk1 & Mk2 Escort
projects as well as building up a fine collection
of classics himself.

Steve reflects, “While I've experienced a
varied working life, all the way through there
has been my constant love for model diecast
and later on classic cars.” Ml

‘Jaunty Jalopies of Hunmanby’ is open every
Wednesday 10.30am - 3.30pm or at other
times by appointment. More information at:
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PRICE
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Rounding up the latest toy sales from across the country with a brief
visit to specialist auction rooms...

4 Dinky Toys Military 665 Honest
Missile Launcher. Green including
platform and plastic hubs
complete with white and black
missile - Excellent lovely example
in a Good Plus yellow and red
carded picture box. So/d for £120,
Vectis Auctions, January.

=

4+French Dinky Toys 823 GMC
Tanker. Drab green including
concave hubs, black canopy -
Good to Good Plus overall bright
example (some very slight
corrosion marks) in a Good Plus
yellow and red carded picture
box with inner tray. So/d for £760,
Vectis Auctions, January.

s

4+French Dinky Toys 808 GMC
Crane Truck. Drab green
including concave hubs and with
black canopy and plastic jib -
Good Plus in a Poor to Fair yellow
and red carded picture box. So/d
for £150, Vectis Auctions, January.

4Dinky Toys Pre-War 33 Series
Mechanical Horse And Trailer
“LNER”. Blue, Black including
cab roof and smooth hubs with
white tyres - Fair. So/d for £710,
Vectis Auctions, January.

4+Dinky Toys 402 Bedford TK
“Coca-Cola” Delivery Truck. Red
including plastic hubs,, white roof
and front bumper, blue interior -
Good Plus lovely bright example
in a Good to Good Plus yellow
and red carded box with detailed
picture. So/d for £130, Vectis
Auctions, January.

4Dinky Toys 29c Pre-War Double
Decker Bus “Dunlop Tyres”.
Violet blue and cream with grey
roof, black smooth hubs with
white tyres - Fair. So/d for £70,
Vectis Auctions, January.

4+Dinky Toys (Nicky Toys) 295
Standard “20” Mini Bus. Green
body with pale grey interior,
silver trim and plastic wheels -
Excellent in a Good Plus carded
box with detailed picture. So/d for
£150, Vectis Auctions, January.

4French Dinky Toys Pre-War
24B Limousine. Green body
with red (Type 1) Open Chassis,
black smooth hubs with white
tyres - Fair. So/d for £600, Vectis
Auctions, January.

4 Corgi Toys 258 “The Saints”
Volvo P1800. White body with red
interior, silver trim ans spun hubs
- Good (requires cleaning) in a
Good Plus to Excellent crisp blue
and yellow carded picture box
with collectors club folded leaflet.
Sold for £100, Vectis Auctions,
January.

4 Dinky Toys 57/003 (Hong Kong)
Chevrolet Impala. Yellow body
with off white roof, red interior,
chrome trim and cast spun hubs

- Good to Good Plus in a Good
Plus lovely bright example yellow
and red carded box with detailed
picture. Sol/d for £100, Vectis
Auctions, January.

4Dinky Toys 281 Luxury Coach.
Mid-blue body with cream
flashes, pale yellow ridged hubs
with treaded tyres and silver
trim - Excellent in a Good Plus
bright example yellow and red
carded picture box with correct
colour spot. So/d for £120, Vectis
Auctions, January.

4 Corgi Toys 431 Volkswagen Pick-
Up. Yellow body with red plastic
canopy and interior, silver trim
and spun hubs - Good Plus (could
be better with some cleaning) in a
Good Plus to Excellent crisp blue
and yellow carded picture box
with collectors club folded leaflet.
Sold for £140, Vectis Auctions,
January.

4+ Corgi Toys 499 Citroen Safari
“Grenoble”. White body with mid-
blue roof, light blue interior, spun
hubs and with 2 X red Skies &
Sticks - Good Plus in a Good Plus
blue and yellow window box with
pictorial header, also with correct
folded leaflet. So/d for £740, Vectis
Auctions, January.

4 Corgi Toys 258 “The Saints”
Volvo P1800. White body with red
interior, silver trim ans spun hubs
- Good (requires cleaning) in a
Good Plus to Excellent crisp blue
and yellow carded picture box
with collectors club folded leaflet.
Sold for £100, Vectis Auctions,
January.

4+Moko “Pop-Pop” Series Motor
Scooter. sage green scooter with
black seat, with figure - Good Plus
lovely bright example in a Good
carded picture box. So/d for £340,
Vectis Auctions, January.

“
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4+Matchbox Regular Wheels 1d
Aveling Barford Diesel Road
Roller. Near Mint with usual
distortion to plastic rollers, in
Excellent to Excellent Plus RARE
LATE ISSUE TYPE E3 BOX.
Sold for £220, Oberon Auctions,
January.
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4+Matchbox Regular Wheels 5a
London Bus. Excellent, in Good
to Good Plus Type B1 Box. VERY
RARE GENUINE FACTORY
PRODUCED AUSTRALIAN
EXPORT ISSUE. So/d for £9,000,
Oberon Auctions, January.

4+Matchbox Regular Wheels 11a
ERF Tanker. Near Mint (chip to
left hand rear edge of tank), in
Fair incomplete Type B1 Box.
Sold for £750, Oberon Auctions,
January.

4+Matchbox Regular Wheels 12b
Land Rover. Excellent (some
factory silver paint marks to

both front wings & right hand
front wheel, there is also a small
scratch to right hand rear step),
in Near mint Type D2 Box printed
by Bowater’s. Very rare 12.5Smm
diameter wheel variation. So/d for
£380, Oberon Auctions, January.

4+Matchbox Regular Wheels

13c Ford Thames Trader Wreck
Truck. Excellent in Good Type D2
Box printed by Bowater’s. Very
rare unrecorded combination of
Type D base & 22mm grey plastic
hook with the early light orange
print decals. So/d for £160, Oberon
Auctions, January.

4+Matchbox Regular Wheels 14d
Iso Grifo. Excellent Plus (coule
of tiny chips to edge of roof), in
Excellent Plus RARE TYPE F2
BOX (old glue residue to 1 end
flap where price label removed).
Still a nice example of a hard to
find box. So/d for £200, Oberon
Auctions, January.

4+Matchbox Regular Wheels 15a
Diamond T Prime Mover. RARE
YELLOW BODY with silver trim,
metal wheels with flat crimped
axles - Good with some light play
wear, in Excellent Type B1 Box.
Sold for £280, Oberon Auctions,
January.

4+Matchbox Regular Wheels

17d Foden Hoveringham Tipper
Truck. Excellent Plus (paint loss
to tipper rest), in Good creased
but complete RARE DUAL
ILLUSTRATION TYPE E3 BOX.
Sold for £130, Oberon Auctions,
January.

4+Matchbox Regular Wheels

18e Field Car. RARE GREEN
PLASTIC HUBS with black tyres
- Good with some play wear &
loose tyres, in Good Type F2 Box.
Sold for £200, Oberon Auctions,
January.

4+Matchbox Regular Wheels 19¢
Aston Martin DBRS Racing Car.
Excellent (2 x large paint chips

to nose & thin factory paint finish
to coackpit area & rear body), in
Good stained Type D2 Box printed
by Bowater’s. So/d for £460,
Oberon Auctions, January.

4+Matchbox Regular Wheels 22b
Vauxhall Cresta PA. Good Plus to
Excellent (does have a few chips
to raised body outlines, right hand
rear fin & roof), in Excellent Plus
Type BS Box without printers
identification. Very rare model

to find in any condition. So/d for
£2,000, Oberon Auctions, January.

4+Matchbox Regular Wheels

22c Pontiac GP Coupe. Near
Mint (couple of minor factory
assembly marks to base), in
Good (unfortunately 1 end flap is
sun faded & stained, along with
some creasing to 1 striker side)
VERY RARE LATE ISSUE TYPE
F2 BOX. Sold for £520, Oberon
Auctions, January.

4+Matchbox Regular Wheels 23c
Bluebird Dauphine Caravan.
overall Good Plus with paint chips
to edge of roof & body raised
outlines, along with thin factory
paint finish to left hand side

of body. So/d for £420, Oberon
Auctions, January.

4+Matchbox Regular Wheels

23d Trailer Caravan FACTORY
PRE-PRODUCTION COLOUR
TRIAL. overall Excellent with
some paint chips to lower edge of
left hand side of body & interior
a little dirty/stained from display,
in Good Plus “New Model” Type
E2 Box. Sol/d for £1,600, Oberon
Auctions, January.

4+Matchbox Regular Wheels 25¢
Bedford TK BP Tanker. Good to
Good Plus with some large paint
chips to chassis, small chips to
filler caps & catwalk and thin

factory paint finish to cab, in Good

Plus a little scuffed & creased
Type E4 Box. So/d for £600,
Oberon Auctions, January.

4+Matchbox Regular Wheels 26b
Foden Cement Mixer. Near Mint
in Excellent Plus “New Model”
Type C Lesney Box printed by
Pembroke Abbey. Superb example
of a rare and desireable model.
Sold for £1,700, Oberon Auctions,
January.

eans

4+Matchbox Regular Wheels 31b
Ford Fairlane Station Wagon.
Near Mint (very minor faint
factory assembly mark to hood &
slight surface rust spots to axles),
in Near Mint to Mint Type BS Box.
Sold for £1,700, Oberon Auctions,
January.

4+Matchbox Regular Wheels 31c
Lincoln Continental. Near Mint
with a couple of minor factory
paint flaws (one of which appears
as a small scratch below the

rear window, but this disappears
when the model is tilted against
the light), in Good Plus to
Excellent Type F2 Box. Very rare
transitional issue. So/d for £2,700,
Oberon Auctions, January.

4Corgi No. 224 Bentley
Continental Sports. generally
excellent in good plus box (pencil
marking 7/8 to one side, light
crushing to one corner, edge

& corner wear). So/d for £60,
Griffin’s Auctioneers and Valuers,
January.
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4Corgi No. 238 Jaguar Mk X.
generally excellent in excellent

to good plus box, pale blue, red
interior (one tan suitcase), four
jeweled headlamps and spun hubs.
Sold for £80, Griffin’s Auctioneers
and Valuers, January.

4 Corgi No. 261 James Bond 007
Aston Martin DBS. gold with Bond
and Bandit figures, Top Secret
instructions (folded) & spare
Bandit, generally good plus in
good plus to good box and inner
plinth. So/d for £120, Griffin's
Auctioneers and Valuers, January.

4French Dinky Citroen
Presidentielle No. 143S. generally
excellent to good plus in good plus
outer lift-off lid box, bubble pack
plinth and base tray (small split
and Sellotape repair to lid). So/d
for £130, Griffin’s Auctioneers and
Valuers, January.

4Minichamps 1/12th scale

1985 Honda NSR500 Repsol M
Doohan No. 122 976101. generally
excellent in excellent presentation
box including inner packing piece
and outer polythene sleeve. So/d
for £120, Griffin’s Auctioneers and
Valuers, January.

e
- .

4+Dinky Toys 161 Austin Somerset.
Excellent Plus overall in a Good
Plus lovely example yellow and
red carded picture box with
incorrect colour spot. So/d for £90,
Vectis Auctions, January.

4+Dinky Toys 164 Vauxhall Cresta
Saloon. Excellent overall (couple
of small marks on protruding
edges) in a Excellent yellow

and red carded picture box with
correct colour spot. So/d for £710,
Vectis Auctions, January.

4+ Dinky Toys 230 Talbot Lago
Racing Car. Mid-blue body with
yellow racing No.4, silver trim,
figure driver and with harder to
find red plastic hubs and grey
tyres - Excellent overall. So/d for
£80, Vectis Auctions, January.

4Dinky Toys 256 Humber Hawk
“Police” Car. Black body, silver
trim, aerial and chrome spun hubs
- Good Plus to Excellent in a Fair
yellow and red carded picture
box. So/d for £100, Vectis Auctions,
January.

4+ Dinky Toys 264 Cadillac
“RCMP”. Blue body with white
door panels, silver trim, red roof
light, white plastic aerial and
chrome spun hubs - Good Plus

to Excellent lovely example in a
Good Plus yellow and red carded
picture box. So/d for £80, Vectis
Auctions, January.

4Dinky Toys 2162 (1/25th) Ford
Capri MK1. Metallic blue body
with black roof, pale blue interior,
chrome trim - Near Mint including
bubble pack Outstanding example.
Sold for £220, Vectis Auctions,
January.

4+Dinky Toys 953 “Dinky
Continental Touring” Coach.
Excellent Plus lovely example

in a Good Plus bright example
yellow and red lift off lid box with
detailed picture. So/d for £130,
Vectis Auctions, January.

4Dinky Toys 514 Guy (Type 1)
“Lyons Swiss Rolls” Van. Blue
cab, chassis and back, silver trim,
mid-blue ridged hubs - Excellent
overall (couple of minor marks on
roof edge). So/d for £300, Vectis
Auctions, January.

4 Dinky Toys 902 Foden (Type 2)
Flat Truck. Violet blue cab and
chassis, green back, silver trim,
metal tow hook and mid-blue
supertoy hubs - Excellent Plus
beautiful example. So/d for £380,
Vectis Auctions, January.

4French Dinky Toys 32AB
Panhard Articulated Truck

And Trailer “SNCF”. Blue cab,
chassis and trailer, convex hubs,
silver trim - Near Mint beautiful
example in a Good Plus crisp
yellow and red carded picture
box. Sold for £130, Vectis Auctions,
January.

4 Corgi Toys 252 Rover 2000.
Harder to Find Issue with Very
dark maroon body, cream interior,
silver trim and spun hubs - Near
mint in a Excellent blue and
yellow carded picture box with
collectors club folded leaflet. So/d
for £380, Vectis Auctions, January.

4 Corgi Toys 252 Rover 2000.
Maroon body, cream interior,
silver trim and hard to find

cast hubs -Excellent overall in

a Excellent Plus crisp blue and
yellow carded picture box with
collectors club folded leaflet. So/d
for £300, Vectis Auctions, January.

4 Corgi Toys 422 Bedford “Corgi
Toys” Delivery Van. Excellent
overall bright example in a Good
Plus blue and yellow carded
picture box with correct model
illustration and collectors club
folded leaflet. So/d for £260, Vectis
Auctions, January.

4+Triang Spot On 213 Ford Anglia
Saloon. Good Plus to Excellent
(couple of minor marks on
protruding edges) in a generally
Good Plus carded picture box.
Sold for £300, Vectis Auctions,
January.

4+Mebetoys A1l Lancia Fulvia
Coupe. Silver body with brown
interior, chrome trim and cast
hubs - Excellent Plus in a Good
Plus to Excellent window box.
Sold for £110, Vectis Auctions,
January.

.
s

4 Pathfinder Models (1/43rd)
PFM 15 Sunbeam Rapier. Pale
grey with maroon roof, light
grey interior, chrome trim - Mint
in a Excellent carded box with
Certificate LTD 203/600. So/d for
£100, Vectis Auctions, January.

-~
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4 Classic Collectables (Brooklin)
ARC 002 1933 Commer Holland
Coachcraft. 70th Anniversary
Edition - Red, light brown interior
“Cantilever” to sides - Mint
including box and outer sleeve
with certificate Ltd 400. So/d for
£130, Vectis Auctions, January.

4 Classic Collectables (Brooklin)
ARCO001 “The Sensation of
Olympia London 1933” Commer
Holland Coachcraft “Collars
Limited”. black body includes
certificate limited LTD 400 - Mint
including box with outer sleeve.
Sold for £120, Vectis Auctions,
January.

P Y
'

4 Corgi Toys Juniors 3002
“Batman” 2-Piece Gift Set.
conditions are Near Mint to Mint
on a Excellent (sealed) blister

card (small cracks to bubble side).

Sold for £660, Vectis Auctions,
January.

N

4+ Corgi Toys 267 “Batman”
Batmobile. Near Mint in a
Excellent Plus harder to find blue
and yellow slimline window box
with (sealed) Instruction pack.
Sold for £620, Vectis Auctions,
January.

4 Corgi Toys 497 “The Man From
UNCLE” Thrushbuster. Excellent
Plus (very minor stain to bonnet
label) in a Excellent blue and
yellow carded picture box with

a Excellent inner pictorial stand
with waverly ring. So/d for £1,000,
Vectis Auctions, January.

4 Corgi Toys 808 “Basil Brush”
Car. Near Mint in a Excellent blue
and yellow window box (slight
crushing to cellophane & small
label attached) with Near Mint
inner pictorial tray, also with
laughing box and pull cord. So/d
for £110, Vectis Auctions, January.

4 Britains 9527 Ford Super Major
5000 Tractor. Blue and grey Good
overall (missing chimney vent
and usual slight melting to rear
hubs) in generally Good carded
sleeve, inner carded tray is Good
Plus. So/d for £70, Vectis Auctions,
January.

4 Britains 9527 Ford 5000 Tractor.
Blue, grey including cab roof,
plastic figure driver - Excellent
overall (usual slight melting to
rear hubs) in generally Good
pretension window box. So/d for
£80, Veclis Auctions, January.

4+Prameta Mercedes 300
Clockwork Issue. Hard to find
Metallic blue body with silver
windows, chrome hubs with white
tyres - Good Plus lovely example.
Sold for £160, Vectis Auctions,
January.

4 Solido 123 Ferrari 250 GT.
Metallic Red body, cream interior,
silver trim and wire wheels -
Excellent Overall (very slight
corrosion to wheels) in a Good

to Good Plus carded picture box.
Sold for £120, Vectis Auctions,
January.

4+ Dinky Toys 944 Leyland Octopus
Tanker “Shell/BP”. White, yellow,
grey including plastic hubs, silver
trim and with metal tow hook -
Good in a Good yellow and red lift
off lid box with detailed picture.
Sold for £130, Vectis Auctions,
January.

4+Matchbox Regular Wheels 5c
London Routemaster Bus “The
Baron of Beef”. Good Plus with
some small chips & rubs to cast
lines in Good Plus type E4 box
printed by Bowaters, scuff to one
end. Still a nice example of this
promotional issue. So/d for £240,
Vectis Auctions, January.

4+ Tekno Ford Taunus Van (Type 1)
“Tekno”. Two-Tone red and yellow,
black base, chrome hubs - Good
Plus still a lovely example. So/d
for £45, Vectis Auctions, January.

4+ Tekno 415 Ford Taunus Van
(Type 2) “Postbil”. Yellow body,
off white interior, chrome hubs
with whitewall tyres - Good Plus
in a Good carded box. So/d for
£110, Vectis Auctions, January.

4Matchbox Regular Wheels 27c
Cadillac Sixty Special. Metallic
lilac body, pale pink roof, clear
windows, silver front and rear
trim, maroon base and silver
plastic wheels - Near Mint
including Type D Colour Picture
box. Sold for £140, Vectis Auctions,
January.

4+Matchbox Regular Wheels 4c
Triumph Motorcycle & Sidecar.
Near Mint in Good Plus type D1
box printed by Pembroke Abbey
- couple of small puncture holes
to one striker side. So/d for £80,
Vectis Auctions, January.

4+Matchbox Superfast 75b Alfa
Carabo Streakers Issue. overall
Near Mint but does have thin
factory paint finish to nearside
rear corner of base in Good Plus
“New” type J box - some creases.
Sold for £120, Vectis Auctions,
January.
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4Matchbox Superfast Ferrari F40
Trial Model. Excellent Unboxed -
supplied from Ex model making
company employee who supplied
Matchbox. So/d for £120, Vectis
Auctions, January.

4Matchbox Superfast 1997 Ford
F150 Trial Model. Near Mint
Unboxed - supplied from Ex
model making company employee
who supplied Matchbox. So/d for
£100, Vectis Auctions, January.

4+Matchbox Superfast 4c Pontiac
Firebird French market issue.
Near Mint to Mint in generally
Good factory sealed 1978
copyright French bubble pack -
stains to backing card. So/d for
£120, Vectis Auctions, January.
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4+Matchbox Models of Yesteryear
Y12 Ford Model T Van Pre-
production Trial model “2S Years
by Lesney”. yellow body with
hand made labels, black chassis &
roof, black seat, dark red 12-spoke
wheels, gold plated parts, red type
1 rear doors - Excellent Unboxed.
Sold for £90, Vectis Auctions,
January.

4+Matchbox Models of Yesteryear
Y12 Ford Model T Van Pre-
production model with “Suze”
tampo print to nearside &
“Colmans Mustard”. to offside,
yellow body with black type 1 rear
doors, rare gloss black roof, black
Y12 chassis, chrome parts & red
12 spoke wheels - model is loosely
assembled - Excellent Unboxed.
Sold for £90, Vectis Auctions,
January.

4+Matchbox Models of Yesteryear
Y9 Fowler Showmans Engine.
Good with some chips to rear of
body & on canopy still a Rare
genuine factory produced purple
body model which still displays
well, with Good type D3 box. So/d
for £160, Vectis Auctions, January.

4+Matchbox Models of Yesteryear
Code 3 Issue Steam World

Steam Road Locomotive & Box
Trailer “Ernest Reeves & Co
Wokingham”. Excellent in Good
correct issue box. So/d for £60,
Vectis Auctions, January.

4+Matchbox Superfast 53c Jeep
CJ6 Pre-production colour trial.
Good Plus with chips to bumper
& loss of chrome to wheels,
Unboxed. So/d for £80, Vectis
Auctions, January.

4+Matchbox Superfast 62d
Chevrolet Corvette. Near Mint in
Excellent “New” type K box. So/d
for £240, Vectis Auctions, January.

[ i )\

4 Aristo Craft G gauge Classic
Railbus PRR/Pennsylvania
maroon 2587 No. ART83106.
generally excellent to good plus
in good plus box and polystyrene
inner. So/d for £120, Griffin’s
Auctioneers and Valuers, January.

4 Aristo Craft G gauge Alco RS-3
PRR/Pennsylvania black 8832
diesel locomotive No. ART22211.
generally excellent to good plus
in good plus box and polystyrene
inner. So/d for £150, Griffin’s
Auctioneers and Valuers, January.
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4 Aristo Craft G gauge (Gauge

1) Rio Grande 805 Freightliner
centre cab industrial switcher
locomotive No. ART22606C.
generally excellent to good plus
in good plus box. So/d for £700,
Griffin’s Auctioneers and Valuers,
January.

4 Aristo Craft G gauge (Gauge 1)
Lil’ Critter Southern Pacific 5121
diesel locomotive No. ART22504.
generally excellent to good plus
in good plus box. So/d for £70,
Griffin’s Auctioneers and Valuers,
January.
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4 Aristo Craft Lil’ Critter DRGW/
Rio Grande diesel locomotive No.
ART22506. generally excellent to
good plus in good plus box. So/d
for £60, Griffin’s Auctioneers and
Valuers, January.

4 Hartland Locomotive Works
(HLW USA) G gauge Rail Motor
Car green (undecorated) No.
09220. generally excellent to good
plus in good plus box. So/d for
£140, Griffin’s Auctioneers and
Valuers, January.

4USA Trains G gauge EMD NW-2
Calf New York Central 8755
locomotive No. R22017. generally
excellent to good plus in good
plus box. So/d for £120, Griffin’s
Auctioneers and Valuers, January.

4USA Trains G gauge EMD NW-2
Calf Lehigh Valley 110 locomotive
No. 62082. generally excellent to
good plus in good plus box. So/d
for £140, Griffin’s Auctioneers and
Valuers, January.

4+USA Trains G gauge
Pennsylvania (Tuscan) F-3A Unit
1st 9556A locomotive No. R22358.
generally excellent to good plus
in good plus box. So/d for £140,
Griffin’s Auctioneers and Valuers,
January.

4 Spectrum Bachmann USA HO
gauge GP-30 PRR black 2204
diesel locomotive No. 82014.
generally excellent to good plus
in good plus box. So/d for £40,
Griffin’s Auctioneers and Valuers,
January.

4Boxed Hornby Live Steam 00
gauge Mallard LNER 4-6-2 Class
A4 steam powered set, complete.
Great condition in a good box.
Sold for £300, Wessex Auction
Rooms, January.

4+Boxed Hornby 0O gauge
R1019 Flying Scotsman train
set. appearing complete, great
condition in a good box. So/d
for £95, Wessex Auction Rooms,
January.

4Boxed Hornby OO gauge R1073
Venice Simplon-Orient Express
British Pullman The Boxed

Set. appearing complete, great
condition in a good box. So/d for
£280, Wessex Auction Rooms,
January.
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4+Boxed Hornby OO gauge
R1038 Orient Express The Boxed
Set. appearing complete, great
condition in a good box. So/d for
£200, Wessex Auction Rooms,
January.

4+Boxed Hornby Live Steam

00 gauge R2277 Dwight D
Eisenhower locomotive. appearing
complete, great condition in a
good box, with outer trade box.
Sold for £360, Wessex Auction
Rooms, January.

4+Boxed Hornby OO gauge

NRM R2385 Winston
Churchill Battle of Britain Class
locomotive. appearing complete,
great condition in a good box. So/d
for £85, Wessex Auction Rooms,
January.

4+Boxed Hornby OO gauge
Special Edition R2678 LSWR 0-4-4
Cass M7 Locomotive 252. great
condition in a good box. So/d

for £85, Wessex Auction Rooms,
January.

4+Boxed Wrenn OO gauge
W2271 2-6-4 Tank LNER green
locomotive. great condition in a
good box. So/d for £340, Wessex
Auction Rooms, January.

4+Triang 00 gauge Stephenson’s
Rocket locomotive contained
within a Dapol box. great
condition in a good box. So/d
for £60, Wessex Auction Rooms,
January.

4+Boxed Hornby 00 gauge R3672
Kernow Model Rail Centre
Exclusive BR Co-Co Class 50
‘Monarch’ No. 50010. great
condition in a good box. So/d for
£120, Wessex Auction Rooms,
January.

4+Boxed Hornby 00O gauge R1013
Eurostar train set. great condition
in a good box. So/d for £700,
Wessex Auction Rooms, January.

4+Boxed Hornby 00O gauge R1153
London 2012 Electric Train Set.
great condition in a good box. So/d
for £90, Wessex Auction Rooms,
January.

4+Two Hornby-Dublo three-rail
train sets. “Sir Nigel Gresley”
locomotive, two coaches, track
and controller; and “Duchess of
Montrose” locomotive with two
coaches and some track; both in
original boxes with missing lids.
Sold for £60, Sheffield Auction
Gallery, January.

4 A Peco 00 gauge Setrack Starter
Set. together with a Setrack box
containg approximately twenty-
five Setrack double straights and
eight points and a boxed Peco
“Train Shed” diesel depot kit. So/d
for £75, Sheffield Auction Gallery,
January.

4 A boxed Heljan 0 gauge Class
47 diesel locomotive. in BR

Green with full yellow ends,
unnumbered, two buffers missing,
some detail parts may be missing,
otherwise in good apparent
untested condition. So/d for £790,
Sheffield Auction Gallery, January.

4+ A boxed Heljan 0 gauge BR
Class 26 diesel locomotive. in BR
green livery, unnumbered with
small yellow ends, in apparent
good condition, some detail parts
missing from accessory pack,
untested. So/d for £210, Sheffield
Auction Gallery, January.

4+ A boxed Heljan O gauge class 37
diesel locomotive. in “Petroleum
Sector” grey livery as “Pectinidae
37418”, one set of steps loose in
box, no detailing pack, untested

in good apparent condition. So/d
for £230, Sheffield Auction Gallery,
January.

4 A boxed Heljan 0 gauge Class
31 diesel locomotive. unnumbered
in Railfreight Trainload grey,
both sideframes on one bogie are
loose in box, other detailing parts
missing, untested, otherwise in
good apparent condition. So/d for
£210, Sheffield Auction Gallery,
January.

4 A Kkit-built McGowan Models
00 gauge WD “Austerity” 2-8-0
locomotive “90012”. Great
condition in a good box. So/d for
£40, Sheffield Auction Gallery,
January.

4 A Bachmann 00 gauge “Evening
Star” 2-10-0 locomotive and
tender. in good untested condition
in a non-manufacturer’s box. So/d
for £42, Sheffield Auction Gallery,
January.

4 A Pre-War Hornby Dublo

0-6-2 LNER Clockwork Tank
Locomotive. R/No. 2690. Appears
unbroken, however signs of wear
and requires a new spring. So/d
for £70, Sheffield Auction Gallery,
January.

4+ A boxed HO scale 1929 Track
Inspection Sedan (Hi-Rail) by
Broadway Limited Imports (USA).
brass construction, black painted,
unlettered (ref 1912); in very good
untested condition. So/d for £60,
Sheffield Auction Gallery, January.

4 A Roundhouse Engineering
16mm scale (32 mm gauge) Live
steam 0-6-0 “Lady Anne” style
tank engine. in red livery (“SJH
3638” on chassis), with radio-
control system and handset set to
“Roundhouse settings”, in good
uncertified, untested condition.
Sold for £800, Sheffield Auction
Gallery, January.
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4+ A Cheddar Models 16mm scale
(32mm gauge) live steam “Iver”
0-4-0 tank engine. with radio
control handset, battery pack
and instructions, in good used,
untested, uncertified, condition.
Sold for £320, Sheffield Auction
Gallery, January.

4 A boxed kit built (Alan Gibson) 0
gauge LNER J15 0-6-0 locomotive
and tender. nicely built, untested.
Sold for £260, Sheffield Auction
Gallery, January.
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4+ETS: A boxed Electric Train
Systems (ETS). SE&CR Terrier
0-6-0 A1 Green (No. 751), Made
in the Czech Republic. 2/3-rail
Electric. Original box, light wear
to wheels. So/d for £180, Hansons
Auctioneers and Valuers, January.

4+Bassett-Lowke: A boxed Bassett-
Lowke, O Gauge, Standard 0-6-0
Goods Locomotive and Tender.
Original box, some wear to labels
and lid as expected with age.
Locomotive untested for working
order, but has been previously
used. So/d for £150, Hansons
Auctioneers and Valuers, January.

4 A boxed kit-built (Nu-Cast)

00 gauge LNER Sentinel-Camel
Steam Railcar in green and cream
livery. with fitted Tenshodo motor
bogies and two spare motor bogies
in box, untested, some small parts
may be missing. So/d for £760,
Sheffield Auction Gallery, January.

4+ A boxed Bachmann 00 gauge
Collett goods 0-6-0 (2251 class) in
BR black. ref 32-311, in very good
untested condition. So/d for £70,
Sheffield Auction Gallery, January.

4 A Hornby 00 Gauge 4-6-2
Merchant Navy Class Locomotive
and Tender. Holland America
Line’, R/No. 35022, BR Green,
small parts missing including
front steps, vac pipe etc., spares/
repair. So/d for £50, Sheffield
Auction Gallery, January.

4+Bassett-Lowke: A boxed
Bassett-Lowke, O Gauge, 0-6-0
Electric Tank Locomotive, British
Railways 41611. Original box,
some wear to labels and lid as
expected with age. Locomotive
untested for working order, but
has been previously used. So/d
for £90, Hansons Auctioneers and
Valuers, January.

4Lehmann: A boxed Lehmann
(LGB), The Big Train, City
Express Three Car Set. Original
box, untested for working order,
but has been previously used.
Together with a boxed Lehmann
(LGB). Sold for £85, Hansons
Auctioneers and Valuers, January.

4+Lehmann: A boxed Lehmann
(LGB), 2-Car ‘Electrische
Strassenbahn Weimar’ Set.
Original box, untested for

working order, but have been used

previously. So/d for £130, Hansons
Auctioneers and Valuers, January.

4+Lehmann: A boxed Lehmann
(LGB), Motor Works Car and
Tower Wagon trailer. Original box,
untested for working order, but
have been used previously. So/d
for £140, Hansons Auctioneers and
Valuers, January.

4+Lehmann: A boxed Lehmann
(LGB), Season’s Greetings 2-Car
Set. Original box, untested for
working order, but have been used
previously. So/d for £710, Hansons
Auctioneers and Valuers, January.
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4Lehmann: A boxed Lehmann
(LGB), RhB Crocodile Electric
Pantograph Locomotive 415.
Original box, untested for
working order, but has been used
previously. So/d for £270, Hansons
Auctioneers and Valuers, January.
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4+Lehmann: A boxed Lehmann
(LGB), Fo21 Rack Electric
Locomotive. Original box,
untested for working order, but
has been used previously. So/d for
£150, Hansons Auctioneers and
Valuers, January.

4+Wrenn: A boxed Wrenn
Railways, 00 Gauge, 4-6-2
Barnstaple 34005 BR, locomotive
and tender. Original box, general
wear expected with age. Used
condition. Untested for working
order. So/d for £85, Hansons
Auctioneers and Valuers, January.

4 Graham Farish: A boxed
Graham Farish, N Gauge, Midland
Pullman Six Car Unit Nanking
Blue. Original box, contents in
very good condition, box has some
slight wear and tear. Untested

for working order. So/d for £170,
Hansons Auctioneers and Valuers,
January.

4 Graham Farish: A boxed
Graham Farish, N Gauge, Class
101 2-Car DMU BR Green Speed
Whiskers. Original box, box has
some slight wear, contents appear
in very good condition. Untested
for working order. So/d for £760,
Hansons Auctioneers and Valuers,
January.

4 Graham Farish: A pair of

boxed Graham Farish. Original
boxes, slight wear to box sleeves,
contents appear in very good
visual condition. Untested for
working order. So/d for £130,
Hansons Auctioneers and Valuers,
January.

FGRAHAM FARISS

FGRAHAM FARISH

e

4 Graham Farish: A pair of

boxed Graham Farish, N Gauge
locomotives. Original boxes, slight
wear to box sleeves, contents
appear in very good visual
condition. Untested for working
order. So/d for £180, Hansons
Auctioneers and Valuers, January.
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4+Solway Firth: A scratch-built,
detailed example of a Britannia
Class locomotive and tender,
‘Solway Firth’ No. 70049. 5”
Gauge. Visually appears good,
some slight paint loss, some
additional loose parts. So/d for
£2,200, Hansons Auctioneers and
Valuers, January.

4+ A partially complete Gauge 1
live steam model of a Midland
Railway compound locomotive.
Built to a very high standard by

a former Rolls Royce employee.
Measures 60cm over buffers.
Comes with custom-made wooden
storage box. So/d for £420, Arthur
Johnson & Sons Auctioneers,
January.

4Marklin Mini-Club Z Gauge
Electric Passenger Train Pack.
Excellent condition, box is very
good. So/d for £150, Special
Auction Services, January.

4+Bachmann Narrow Gauge 009

Double Fairlie Steam Locomotive.

Excellent condition, box is
excellent. So/d for £200, Special
Auction Services, January.

e Fasiniog Bobway Doutls Moise

4+Bachmann Narrow Gauge 009

Double Fairlie Steam Locomotive.

Excellent condition, box is
excellent. So/d for £230, Special
Auction Services, January.

4 4Sooty: An original Harry Corbett, Sooty hand puppet, dated circa
1969, given to the vendor personally by Harry Corbett. The puppet
has golden mohair, orange and black glass eyes, black stitched

nose and mouth, black mohair ears, rexine pads with glue residue,
extended long body to hide wrist and small strip of elastic tape, the
end of the body marked with a black ‘X’. So/d for £3,000, Hansons
Auctioneers and Valuers, January.
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4Lego (Sealed) #10247 Creator
Ferris Wheel. assumed Mint,
within Good Plus to Excellent
sealed packaging (some small
scuffs and creases on the box).
Sold for £190, Vectis Auctions,
January.

4Sooty: An original Richard
Cadell, Sooty hand puppet,
frequently used by Cadell on
ITV’s ‘The Sooty Show’, complete
with Letter of Authentication
signed by Brenda Longman. So/d
for £1,500, Hansons Auctioneers
and Valuers, January.
(£60 CREATOR m IJ_‘
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4+Lego (Sealed) #10259 Creator
Winter Village Station. assumed
Mint, within Excellent to Near
Mint sealed packaging (some
minor scuffs on the box). So/d for
£150, Vectis Auctions, January.

4+Lego #21330 Ideas Home Alone.
Excellent to Mint, within Fair to
Good original box. So/d for £170,
Vectis Auctions, January.

4+Lego (Sealed) Star Wars #75059
- Sandcrawler - Ultimate Collector
Series. assumed Mint, within
Good Plus to Excellent sealed
packaging, (some scuffs and
scratches on the box). So/d for
£340, Vectis Auctions, January.

4Lego (Sealed) #21326 Disney
Winnie the Pooh. assumed Mint,
within Good to Excellent sealed
packaging (some small scuffs and
scratches on the box). So/d for
£100, Vectis Auctions, January.

4Lego (Sealed) #70810 The Lego
Movie - Metalbeard’s Sea Cow.
assumed Mint, within Good Plus
to Excellent sealed packaging
(some scuffs and scratches on

the box - mostly on the edges/
bottom face). So/d for £240, Vectis
Auctions, January.

4+Lego (Sealed) #71043 Harry
Potter - Hogwarts Castle. assumed
Mint, within Excellent to Near
Mint sealed packaging (some
minor scuffs/scratches - mostly
on the bottom face), also includes
Fair transit carton. So/d for £240,
Vectis Auctions, January.

4+Lego (Sealed) #10316 The Hobbit
& the Lord of the Rings. Rivendell,
assumed Mint, within Excellent

to Near Mint sealed packaging
(minor scuffs on the box), also
includes Fair transit carton. So/d
for £320, Vectis Auctions, January.

-

4+Lego (Sealed) #75192 Star Wars
Ultimate Collector Series (UCS) -
Millennium Falcon. assumed Mint,
within Excellent to Near Mint
sealed packaging (some scuff
marks on the box), also includes
Fair outer transit carton. So/d for
£500, Vectis Auctions, January.

4+Lego (Sealed) #75331 Star Wars
Ultimate Collector Series (UCS)
- The Razor Crest. assumed Mint,
within Excellent to Near Mint
sealed packaging (some minor
scuffs on the box - mostly on the
bottom face), also includes Fair
transit carton. So/d for £380,
Vectis Auctions, January.
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4+Lego (Sealed) #10317 Icons -
Land Rover Classic Defender 90.
assumed Mint, within Excellent
sealed packaging (some small
scuffs/creases on the box). So/d
for £170, Vectis Auctions, January.

4+Lego (Sealed) #42177

Technic Mercedes-Benz G 500
PROFESSIONAL Line. assumed
Mint, within Near Mint sealed
packaging, also includes Fair
transit carton. So/d for £120, Vectis
Auctions, January.
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4+Lego (Sealed) #7261 Star

Wars - Clone Turbo Tank (with
Non-Light-Up Mace Windu).
assumed Mint, within Good sealed
packaging (some scuffs and
creases on the box. So/d for £420,
Vectis Auctions, January.

4+Lego (sealed) #10246 Creator
Detective’s Office. Modular
Buildings Series within Excellent
packaging, Near Mint. So/d for
£300, Vectis Auctions, January.

4+Lego (Sealed) #10261 Creator
Roller Coaster. within Good Plus
sealed packaging (some light
scuffs, creases, tear to back of
box- see photo), Excellent Plus.
Sold for £300, Vectis Auctions,
January.

4Ujindou (Sealed) 1/6th Scale
MACV-SOG Recon Team in Laos
1967 action figure. assumed Mint,
within Near Mint to Mint sealed
original packaging. So/d for £750,
Vectis Auctions, January.

4 Palitoy (Sealed) Action

Man vintage #934838 Special
Operations SAS Trooper Outfit.
Condition is Mint, within Fair to
Good sealed original packaging
(some scuffs and tape repairs
on the cardboard, bubble has
yellowed slightly). So/d for £220,
Vectis Auctions, January.

4+ Palitoy Action Man vintage loose
Commando Figure. generally
Good, some visible playwear -
also includes white card display
box. So/d for £70, Vectis Auctions,

4+ Palitoy Action Man vintage
Talking Commander Figure.
generally Good to Excellent (head
is detached), within Fair opened
original #934803 Combat Division
box (stars removed and some
scuffs and creases on the box).
Sold for £120, Vectis Auctions,

4+Palitoy Action Man vintage loose
Mountaineer Figure. generally
Good, some visible playwear -
also includes white card display
box. Sold for £70, Vectis Auctions,

4 Palitoy Action Man The Blues
and Royals Figure. generally
Good, some visible playwear,
within Excellent Plus Sealed
‘reproduction’ cardboard display
box. Sold for £120, Vectis Auctions,

4+ Palitoy (Sealed) Action Man
vintage Space Ranger Patroller
Outfit. Condition is Mint, within
Good sealed original packaging
(some small scuffs and tape
marks on the cardboard). So/d for
£130, Vectis Auctions, January.

4+ Palitoy Action Man 17th/21st
Lancers Figure. generally

Good, some visible playwear,
within Excellent Plus Sealed
‘reproduction’ cardboard display
box. Sold for £120, Vectis Auctions,

4 Palitoy Action Man vintage
loose British Army Officer
Figure. generally Good, some
visible playwear - see photos,
also includes white card display
box. Sold for £70, Vectis Auctions,

January.
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4 Palitoy Action Man vintage
Soldier Figure. generally Fair to
Good, within Fair original #34014
box (some tears and creases on
the box). So/d for £90, Vectis
Auctions, January.

4+Lego Technic Bucket Wheel
Excavator #4205S. within Good
opened box (edge wear and
some creases), unchecked for
completeness or correctness but
includes instructions, Good Plus.
Sold for £120, Vectis Auctions,
January.

4+Lego (Sealed) #10214 Creator
Tower Bridge. assumed Mint,
within generally Good packaging.
Sold for £260, Vectis Auctions,
January.

4Lego (Sealed) #10253 Creator
Big Ben. assumed Mint, within
Good sealed packaging. So/d for
£260, Vectis Auctions, January.
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4 Charlie Bears Mischief Maker
Lynx cub. designed by Isabelle
Lee, golden, black, brown and
white, brown and black printed
plush, with swing label, Excellent.
Sold for £90, Vectis Auctions,
January.

4+ Charlie Bears Ambassador
teddy bear. brown plush, swing
label, Good to Good Plus. So/d for
£710, Vectis Auctions, January.

4 Steiff Studio Petsy large Teddy
Bear. plush, brown eyes, swing tag
& chest tag (creased), Good Plus

to Excellent. So/d for £90, Vectis
Auctions, January.

4 Steiff Roald Dahl Willy Wonka
teddy bear (from Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory). exclusive to
UK, Ireland and the USA, mohair,
swing label. So/d for £100, Vectis
Auctions, January.
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4 Steiff Sweep (from Harry
Corbett’s Sooty Show). grey and
black mohair, with squeaker,
swing label (creased), MISSING
certificate, Good Plus to Excellent.
Sold for £140, Vectis Auctions,
January.

)

4 Steiff Danbury Mint Sooty 60th
anniversary teddy bear. yellow
and black mohair, carrying wand
tipped with diamante, swing label
(creased), MISSING certificate,
Good Plus to Excellent. So/d for
£100, Vectis Auctions, January.

Ch

4 Steiff Large Teddy bear, Little
Tina. apricot mohair, swing label,
MISSING certificate, Good Plus.
Sold for £120, Vectis Auctions,
January.
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4 Steiff Danbury Mint Nicholas
Faberge inspired teddy bear.
mohair, swing tag; MISSING
swing label, Good Plus to

Excellent. So/d for £140, Vectis
Auctions, January.

-

4 Bear Studio Isabelle Collection
Henry teddy bear. beige with
brown tip mohair, swing label
certificate. So/d for £170, Vectis
Auctions, January.

4 Steiff Teddy Clown replica 1926
Teddy Bear. rose mohair, wearing
cream felt hat with black pom-
poms and matching cream ruff
edged in purple. So/d for £170,
Vectis Auctions, January.

4 Steiff Classic Teddy Bear 60.
orange mohair with red tip, chest
tag, swing labels, Excellent Plus
to Near Mint. So/d for £130, Vectis
Auctions, January.

4 Steiff Polar Ted. white alpaca,
UK and Ireland Exclusive,
certificate, within Good box,
Excellent. So/d for £120, Vectis
Auctions, January.

4 Steiff Walt Disney Convention
The Sea Bear. grey/blue mohair,
1998, white tag 651380, LE 2000,
swing label certificate (creased),
Excellent. So/d for £70, Vectis
Auctions, January.
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4 Charlie Bears Bear Studio
Isabelle Collection Mimi panda
bear. designed by Isabelle Lee,
grey with black tip and cream
mohair alpaca and mohair, with
swing label certificate, Excellent
Plus. So/d for £500, Vectis
Auctions, January.

4+ Charlie Bears Bear Studio
Isabelle Collection Angela teddy
bear. designed by Isabelle Lee,
blonde mohair with brown tip and
blonde mohair, with swing label
certificate, Excellent Plus. So/d for
£520, Vectis Auctions, January.

)

4+ Charlie Bears Lord of the Arctic.
white plush, swing label and
certificate, Good Plus. So/d for
£120, Vectis Auctions, January.

4 Charlie Bears Isabelle Collection
Poem panda bear. pale blonde,
black, grey, golden, dark brown
and apricot mohair, with swing
label certificate (very slight edge
wear to some corners), Excellent
to Near Mint. So/d for £800, Vectis
Auctions, January.

4 Whittle-le-Woods Bears; Artist
bear “Joe” by Irene and Mike
Whittle. honey rose curl mohair
“Chelsea Pensioner” dressed in
red and black wool felt uniform
with tricorn hat, with swing tags
from The Bear Shop and maker.
Excellent. So/d for £190, Vectis
Auctions, January.

4 Steiff Raffles Teddy Bear.

LE 1847 pieces exclusive to
Singapore, rust wavy mohair
teddy bear wearing printed silk
orange Raffles bear neck-tie,
certificate, within Excellent box
with outer trade carton, Good Plus
to Excellent. So/d for £710, Vectis
Auctions, January.
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4 EBUYS

eBuys

From collectables of the future to old
favourites, eBay always manages to
produce some amazing finds... and even
more amazing prices!

Item: CMC 1/18 Ferrari 312P Berlinetta Rennsport-  Item: 1958 Plymouth Fury Christine 1/18 Joyride Item: 1:18 Diecast Model of Ford MK1 Escort Twin
Coupe 1969 M-096 Red Die-cast Model. Lights Working Diecast Model. Cam TC (RS 1600), Minichamps.

Condition: Brand new in excellent box. Condition: Excellent condition, excellent box. Condition: Small paint chip on the front, unboxed.
Sold for: £889.00 (6 bids) Sold for: £104.70 (1 bid) Sold for: £149.33 (24 bids)

Item: Trucker Tim Scania V8 Topline Limited Item: Moko Excavator Vintage Diecast Ruston Item: Vintage Diecast Budgie Toys #280 AEC
Edition WSI 1/50 Scale Diecast Model. Bucyrus 10 RB Model. Aircraft Refueler BP British Petroleum.
Condition: Mint condition, in original box. Condition: Great condition, small scratches. Condition: Fair, visible rust and chipped paint.
Sold for: £312.70 (16 bids) Sold for: £320.00 (22 bids) Sold for: £105.00 (17 bids)

DILCAST SCALE MODE|
3

|

e e:e.g-
Item: Corgi Toys, Gift set 48 Ford Car Transporter Item: Corgi Toys, Gift set 37 Lotus Racing Team, Item: CMC 1/18th scale die cast Ferrari 275 GTB/C
with 6 Cars, rare Original. rare Original. 1966 model car.
Condition: Good condition, slight wear to the box. ~ Condition: Great condition, with original box. Condition: Excellent as New, with original box.
Sold for: £487.77 (34 bids) Sold for: £380.00 (41 bids) Sold for: £305.75 (4 bids)
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PRICE GUIDE

Item: Corgi Toys, Gift set 36 Tarzan Set, rare
Original.

Condition: Great condition, in original box.
Sold for: £540.00 (42 bids)

Item: Ineos Grenadier Minimax Die Cast 1/18
Model Cycling Team BNIB Rare collectable.
Condition: Excellent like new with original box.
Sold for: £603.40 (18 bids)

Item: Vintage Rare Tinplate Battery-Op Cowboy in
Barrel with Remote, Swallow Toys, Japan.
Condition: In good non-working condition.

Sold for: £202.57 (14 bids)

Item: Vintage Chad Valley Tin Plate Advertising
Van Clockwork Lorry.

Condition: Great condition considering its age, no
scratches or marks on it, unboxed.

Sold for: £376.80 (6 bids)

Item: Antique German Tinplate Steam Toy Airship
Carousel w/ Generator ¢.1910-1930.

Condition: Rust and visible wear and tear due to
age but fair condition.

Sold for: £292.46 (1 bid)

Item: Original Vintage Clockwork Tinplate Fire
Engine Truck Made In Germany 1940s.
Condition: Good condition, with small scratches
and chips to the paint, unboxed.

Sold for: £140.08 (15 bids)

Item: Vintage Japan Tin Linemar Chevy Toy Car 11"
Condition: Great condition, slight visible marks
but no paint chips, good box.

Sold for: £221.36 (24 bids)

[ WALKING

Item: Vintage Marx tin lithograph wind-up Popeye
toy with parrot cage 1935.

Condition: In working condition, slight wear.

Sold for: £202.06 (38 bids)

Item: Superb Large Antique Seated Bully Bull Dog
German 42cm Mohair Toy Rare.

Condition: Great condition considering age.

Sold for: £919.60 (45 bids)

Item: Kingsbury Antique Windup Toy Tractor
Crawler Cat Vintage Rare.

Condition: Could do with a clean, unboxed.
Sold for: £225.02 (29 bids)

Item: Vintage Corgi Toys 226 Morris Mini-Minor in
Original Box.

Condition: Model in excellent condition.

Sold for: £113.08 (13 bids)

Item: Super Rare Orange Variation Bluebird 1996
Polly Pocket Polly Dolphin Island.

Condition: Excellent condition, unboxed.

Sold for: £307.50 (36 bids)
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24 DIECAST PAST

ard though it is to imagine,

there was a time when

collectors relied on trips

to the local hobby shop,
buying specialist magazines or resorting
to the postal system for product purchase,
enquiries and updates. The world of the
internet was unimaginable, undreamed of,
back then. And it wasn’t just the collector
who struggled; if you were running
a company that was manufacturing
collectable toys, just how did you tell the
world? In an age where manifold facilities
can be conjured up with just the swipe of
a finger on a mobile phone, six decades
ago, things were very different indeed...

THE WORD ON THE STREET

For the smaller manufacturers, back in
those simpler times, it must have been
tough. Limited budgets and (often)
shoestring operations would have left
little in the kitty for something as exotic
as advertising. Forget that box which was
becoming commonplace in the corner
of the lounge, up and down the country:
when commercial channels were finally
made available, a television advert would
have swallowed a company’s annual profits,
and then some, in a second.

Some small manufacturers produced
a form of catalogue, typically of simple
construction with, if you were lucky, a few
line drawings with which to entice the
reader. But even this expedient was by no
means common: there are many diecast
makers, about which very little is known,
simply because they produced nothing at
all in this medium.

The bigger concerns, the likes of Corgi,
Lesney and Dinky, did advertise, of course.
For Dinky, it was the Meccano Magazine
that became the chosen medium; hardly
surprising really, given the company’s
Binns Road background. The magazine
was hugely popular in its day (and what
a day - it ran, amazingly, from 1916
up to 1981), and provided the perfect
mouthpiece for Dinky Toys. Corgi, in
contrast, opted for boys’ comics; the
Valiant, the Victor and the Eagle all carried
monochrome promotions in the early
days, while the futuristic TV21, which hit
the newsstands in 1965, permitted the use
of four colour advertising.

Lesney was the odd man out here; it
appears that because of the product’s
novelty and successful packaging,
Matchbox models pretty much promoted
themselves, and so Lesney actually
performed comparatively little PR for
its products. That rose-tinted outlook
would change, though, with the launch
by Mattel of its revolutionary Hot Wheels
contingent in 1968.

Marketing marvels

and mishaps

Ever wondered about the world of the diecast in the
pre-internet age? Alwyn Brice takes us back to model
promotion, retail successes — and the also-rans.

THE MARVELS...

Moving on from marketing, what about
the models that really stood out? Those
products of the backroom boys that were
truly inspirational?

Corgi’s James Bond Aston Martin sits at
the top of the tree, you’ll have to admit.
The most wanted toy at its 1965 release,
it was pure magic thanks to that trio of
operating features.

Although much copied (the Batmobile
tried hard in late 1966), the Aston was the
pioneer in gadgetry. Another stand-out
creation was the 18-inch Howitzer from
Britains. It enjoyed a long production
run, initially available in gunmetal finish,
then green, but what set it apart was the
realistic loading and firing operation
that involved a set sequence. Indeed, the

earliest iteration, with its weighty lead
ammunition, is quite alarming in action.

A further diecast frontrunner for me is
the Deora from Hot Wheels: the real thing
was based on a 1965 Dodge A100 truck,
and this one-off custom creation was
futuristic with a capital E The inspirational
addition of two surfboards to the Hot
Wheels model endowed the vehicle
with instant West Coast credibility, the
whole being complemented by the gaudy
Spectraflame paintwork.

Finally, I'd have to include Dinky’s FAB
1 in my list of innovations: totally over the
top, with its lipstick pink paintwork and
sextuplet wheel arrangement, the Gerry
Anderson evocation looked just right,
all the way down to the sliding canopy
and neat method of allowing something
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HUSKY models—18—
H

to fire from the radiator. In many ways,
it captured the Zeitgeist: the 1960s
were indeed a decade of innovation and
progressive thinking.

...AND THE MISHAPS

The diecasting companies (in my view, at
any rate!) didn’t always get things quite
right. Some of their creations simply have
to be questioned. For example, there’s the
Dinky model of Ed Straker’s car, taken
from the television series UFO.

On the screen, it’s finished in metallic
bronze. Dinky decided on bright gold in
their release, making it look like a vinyl-
wrapped vehicle (save that vinyl wraps
were unknown back then). Not content
with that, a yellow version was also
produced (cheaper paint?) — and there’s
even a chrome version logged. But why
not the correct colour?

On the subject, the above-mentioned
Corgi 007 Aston Martin also benefited
from gold, yet it was silver in the film
Goldfinger.You could argue that Corgi
was trading on the film’s title, so it didn’t
matter; and of course, silver versions
would follow. Either way, the colour
decision certainly didn’t dent sales for this
innovative model.

Husky, for reasons beyond me, decided
to produce a Mk 10 Jaguar in gold, which
looked, well, dreadful. No one, but no one,
would have driven a gleaming gold Jaguar
back in the 1960s.

The problem with this model is that,
over time, if it’s not looked after, the layer
of gold rubs off, revealing unflattering
yellow. You have been warned.

The same colour problem bugs me with
Corgi’s GS40 Avengers set. Steed’s Bentley
is red, and Mrs Peel’s Elan is white. Okay,
Corgi got the latter’s costume spot-on,
but why the odd car colours? Admittedly,
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1. The only way is down. Dinky’s Paramoke was a clever reworking, but it wasn't really built
for aerobatics. 2. Husky’s Jaguar Mk10 is best kept within its clear bubble if you want its
paintwork to remain blemish-free. 3. One of Corgi's greatest gift sets featured the popular
Avengers, but oh, those colours. 4. Lesney saw the value of catalogues early on, and began
issuing them in 1955. 5. Simply FAB? Dinky won the licensing rights to Lady P’'s over-the-top
daily transport. 6. Simpler times, maybe, but not every manufacturer could afford printed
advertising, even in monochrome. 7. The futuristic comic TV21 gave Corgi’'s advertising some

fresh impetus.

most of us would have watched the series
in monochrome when it first aired, but
we soon found out that the Elan was pale
blue and the Bentley green. (And yes, 'm
aware that there is a school of thought that
claims a green Steed Bentley exists).

Dinky’s Paramoke also fascinates me.
Dinky produced several Mokes, so they
really milked the casting.

The addition of a parachute was truly a
brainwave, but the reality must have seen

many a Moke plunge heavily to earth
from a bedroom window, regardless of the
safety ‘chute. Broken Mokes must have
abounded - so was this a clever ploy on
the part of Dinky to sell more examples?

In the final analysis, let’s not forget
that here we are discussing children’s
playthings. Manufacturers took liberties
for all sorts of reasons, including both
economic and legal ones.

So... did it really matter? M
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>4 HOBBY KNOWLEDGE

he end of the alphabet is
nigh, but there remain a few
more manufacturers to cover.
Almost a James Bond trading
company front (1), Universal Hobbies is
actually a Chinese concern and has been
in business for a couple of decades or
more. Its antecedents can be found in
the French company Jouef, which ceased
trading in 2001. One of its claims to fame,
if that’s the right description, lies in the
fact that it works with manufacturers
of the real thing in order to faithfully
replicate; in this particular context, we’re
talking farm machinery in 1/32 scale. But
it doesn’t restrict itself to this size: smaller
ranges exist in 1/64, 1/43 and 1/16.
Whilst prices are modest for these replicas
in the smaller scales, the attention to
detail is, in my view, out of all proportion,
for tampo printing, rubber, plastic and
other materials are all employed in these
models. If tractors are what light your
candle, you’ll love the 1/16 models of the
faithful Fergie, Nuffield and Fordson, the
latter finished in its typical striking pale
blue and orange colours. Drop down to
1/43, and there’s a much wider choice of
tractors to drool over.

Aside from tractors, there are small
farming trucks, trailers and other
attachments — everything for the collector
of the bucolic.

Universal Hobbies has also released a
number of cars in 1/43 over the last 20
years, a range that seems pretty eclectic,
to say the least, as it embraces James Bond
film vehicles (like the BMW Z8 and Mini
Moke) alongside French classics from the
Citroén stable.

IN THE VAN
And so to V.Vanguard’s ranges of diecast
will, T feel sure, be well known to every
reader of this magazine.

The brainchild of Jack Odell, the
range made its debut in 1996. Odell, as
many will be aware, came with cast-iron
references: the fellow behind the Matchbox
phenomenon (I wonder if he ever thought
that some of these little toys would change
hands for thousands of pounds?), he went
on to establish the Lledo line, and the
basic Days Gone brand, in 1986. Although
officially retired by then, you can’t keep a
good dog down — and so Vanguards came
to the toyshop, representing another bite
of the cherry for Odell. The aim was one
of well-made miniatures in 1/43 scale
(other models were released in 1/64),
with a competitive price point. A focus
on nostalgic transport of the past was a
key theme, as evidenced by the very first
model, that of a 105E Ford Anglia, itself a
bread-and-butter car in its day.

Alwyn Brice alphabetical guide to models past
and present. This time, we move through U and V.

Lledo did well in the marketplace but
succumbed in 1999; by 2008, Vanguards
was seen as a good fit for Corgi (owned by
Hornby, by then), which duly stepped in to
buy the company.

If you catch the Vanguard bug, be aware
that there’s an awful lot of models out there.
There was a time, when swapmeets were
busier (i.e., pre-COVID), that every hall
would feature tables groaning under the
weight of Vanguard boxes. Not expensive,
well-made and with huge appeal to
collectors of a certain age, the range fulfilled
(and continues to fulfil, since production
moves on apace) a useful niche within the
marketplace.

THE DANISH INVASION
If you’re pretty cosmopolitan in your diecast
interests, then you’ll collect models from
all sorts of countries. One country whose
wares were never that common on these
shores is that of Denmark. Most readers of
this magazine will have come across Tekno,
arguably the most famous diecaster in that
country, but what about Vilmer?

This lesser-known enterprise was

founded by Kaj Christiansen around 1953.
Christiansen had been a tool or instrument
maker before the Second World War and, as
such, was ideally equipped to manufacture
diecast models, the first of which, by all
accounts, was actually built in his flat in
1952. By the mid-fifties, established in

a proper factory, his output was some
15,000 model vehicles a week, with sales
predominantly for the domestic market and
neighbouring Sweden.

In terms of range, commercials (often
utilising the same underpinnings, as in the
Dodge truck) figured predominantly. The
army received its share of models in drab
green, too; looking at the radar trucks,
rear-mounted artillery and the like, one is
reminded of Lone*Star and even Benbros’
output.Very few road cars or allied vehicles
seem to have featured:Volvo, Lambretta and
Jeep derivatives are what you're likely to
come across. Quality-wise, it is generally
accepted that they were slightly inferior
to Tekno’s production (interestingly,
Christiansen had a hand in some of the
Tekno models), but that aside, they present
well.
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1. The army wasn’t omitted when Vilmer
started production. Does this example look
familiar?

2. Old favourite: the family Mk 1 Cortina, in
subdued black, from Vanguard

3. Austin’s A35 in green was a starter car for
many families in the 1960s; the Vanguard
model captures its diminutive lines well

4. Landini C25 tractor in garish colour scheme
is a 1/43 example from Universal

By 1971, the company was winding up;
some models were subsequently produced
in South America, others in Portugal. Today,
they are not exactly common models, and
where paintwork is good and the box

original, they command a healthy premium.

DOING IT BETTER

I covered French company Solido in

an earlier issue, and the manufacturer
remains one of my favourites, both in
terms of quality and breadth of offering.
Yet Majorette, which bought out Solido
in 1980/1981, decided that it could up the
ante and improve on the illustrious Solido
heritage, and so launched the Verem brand

5. Despite being a re-issue and benefitting from
enhanced technology, rough edges are still
apparent on this Verem Chaparral

6. How to repurpose your old military truck?
Pinder version from Verem

7. Splendid looking Verem Aston Martin DB -
the Solido version came in several colours

8. Bright and cheerful box art reflects the
product: Vilmer's lorries and trucks could form
a collection in their own right

in 1984.

Its rationale was simple: re-release
some of the older models as high-quality
updates. It began with some of the latter’s
1970s production, and it would, in time,
cover the spectrum and embrace road
and race vehicles, military models, trucks
and vans. Generally considered superior
in terms of quality when compared with
the original models (and frankly, paint
and finishing techniques had moved on
by the time Verem started to release its
models), these miniatures today are held in
quite high esteem. Having said that, prices
have remained pretty modest for these
improved examples — and there’s a wide

range to consider. If you fell in love with
Solido’s track cars (such as the Chaparral,
the range which came with half the decals
applied), then you’ll certainly appreciate the
enhancements occasioned by Verem. The
company even replicated the famous Pinder
Circus models — truly, there’s something for
everyone here. M
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)24 VOLKSWAGEN

here’s always a special thrill that
comes with unboxing a brand-
new diecast model — that
moment of unveiling something
fresh, detailed, and in this case, long-
anticipated. But this latest release stands out
for several reasons.
And no, this model isn’t connected to any
movie franchise, nor is it a dune buggy or
a true Baja Bug. Instead, it’s a finely crafted
1:18-scale replica of Volkswagen’s 2014 Dune
Concept. Originally developed by DNA
Collectables, this project was shelved in 2019,
much to the disappointment of Volkswagen
diecast enthusiasts. Now, however, Radscale
has resurrected it — and the result is well
worth the wait.
Radscale’s owner, Fendy Hu, proves once
again that he’s not just a manufacturer,
but a genuine automotive enthusiast who
understands collectors. Having previously
worked with DNA, Revell, and Norev, Fendy
brings a wealth of industry experience to
Radscale’s growing reputation.
Adding to the excitement, Radscale
has significantly elevated its packaging
standards. Each model now comes mounted
on a display plinth, protected by a crystal-
clear acrylic cover, and encased in a sturdy,
premium card sleeve — an impressive
presentation that perfectly complements the
quality of the model itself.

The Return

of the

Dune

Colin E Shinkin takes a look at the Volkswagen
Dune Concept, finally resurrected from the DNA
Collectables parts bin by Radscale Models.

A BRIEF LOOK BACK

AT THE BEETLE

The Volkswagen Beetle has seen three
major generations over its long history. The
beloved Classic Beetle debuted in series
production in 1945 and became an icon of
motoring culture. The New Beetle arrived
in 1998, reinterpreting the design for a new
era, followed by the “21st Century Beetle”
in 2012.

Radscale’s Dune represents one of
Volkswagen’s more imaginative Concept
vehicles from this third generation —

a concept that, remarkably, did reach
production a few years later.

IDENTITY CRISIS: VOLKSWAGEN'S
OFF-ROAD AMBITIONS
Volkswagen has long flirted with the idea
of an off-road-inspired Beetle, though not
always with consistent results. It began in
1972 with the Baja Champion Edition,
celebrating VW’s off-road racing victories
from 1967 to 1971. Despite its adventurous
theme, the model’s McPherson strut
suspension made it ill-suited for actual off-
road use.

In 2000, the company presented the
New Beetle Dune Concept, a rugged-
looking prototype that sadly never reached
showrooms — though AUTOart did produce
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1:43 and 1:18 scale versions for collectors.
Fast forward to 2014, and Volkswagen
unveiled another iteration: the Dune
Concept. This version took heavy
inspiration from Baja Bugs but leaned
more toward a sporty, luxury design than
true off-road capability. It finally entered
production in 2016, bridging the gap
between concept fantasy and showroom

reality.

DEADPOOL COOL STYLE
With Radscale now stepping forward
from DNA Collectables’ legacy,
Volkswagen fans have reason to celebrate.
The 2014 Dune Concept returns in
diecast form — a model both distinctive
and rare, given the limited representation
of the third-generation Beetle in 1:18
scale. Welly has produced three more
affordable variations of the modern
Beetle, and Kyosho has two higher quality
officially licensed versions, but none were
Volkswagen special editions. Radscale’s
take is not only authentic and beautifully
detailed but also features the R-Line
styling and a rear-mounted ski rack that
adds a playful “Deadpool cool” aesthetic.

Volkswagen’s own press release put it this
way:

“In the summer, simply swap the skis for
a sandboard.”

ABOVE. These front, back and profile views of Radscale models new Volkswagen Dune Concept
show how faithfully the proportions of this distinctive prototype have been captured. Originally
developed by DNA Collectables, this project was shelved in 2019, much to the disappointment
of Volkswagen diecast enthusiasts. Now, however, Radscale has resurrected it.

It also noted that the Dune revisits an
idea born with the New Beetle Dune
concept, presented in Los Angeles in
2000.While the earlier car was not very
utilitarian — particularly its interior and
roof design — the 2014 Dune Concept was
far more feasible, if not more of a look than
being competitive in any way.

DUNE UNBOXING

Ah, the excitement of an unboxing — and
this one has been a long time coming. My
sample from RadScale is the gold body-
coloured Dune, named by VW as Arizona,
a yellow-orange metallic.

Overall, this sealed resin model looks very
true to the 2014 original, which is a relief.
In the past, plenty of special editions from
other manufacturers haven’t quite nailed
it. Most importantly, the moulding lines
look clean and accurate — and as Wheeler
Dealers fans know, shut lines matter! The
model really captures the raised stance and
rugged feel of the Dune, along with the
improved R-Line styling.

The matte wheel arch extensions are all
present. The alloys are the correct 19-
inch Twister style, and a particularly nice
touch is that the wheel centres have the
badge housings finished in the correct
body colour. Brushed chrome side trim
panels — tick. Dune logo — tick. Chrome

front apron — tick. Front underbody skid
plate — tick. Bonnet/hood with a raised
centre section and air vents — tick. It’s clear
someone paid close attention to the real
car, and the detail reflects that. Even the ski
mounting setup matches the original and
looks exactly as it should.

As for the interior, inspection is naturally
limited due to the sealed construction, but
everything visible checks out. This includes
the grab handle with its contrasting black
soft-touch material, Arizona branding,
aluminium accents, and the instrumentation.
The dash pad is finished in the exterior
colour, and the two-tone seating appears
correct as well; however, this misses the
body colour beading.

FINAL IMPRESSIONS

Radscale’s 1:18 Volkswagen Beetle Dune
is a superbly executed and highly accurate
representation of the 2014 Concept as

it appeared at its world premiere at the
North American International Auto Show
in Detroit.

The model captures not only the spirit
of the car but also the sense of nostalgia
and innovation that has always defined the
Beetle. It’s a must-have for any Volkswagen
enthusiast or serious diecast collector —
and a clear statement that Radscale is a
brand to watch. H
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)24 COLLECTING COMMUNITY

avid Adams tells us about

his collection. It would

appear that nowadays [ am

an unusual collector. I was
indeed fortunate to have lived in the same
large house for the first 30 years of my life,
which enabled me to develop a hoarding
habit for all my childhood toys. And the
same toys are still with me today. This
means good and bad news over 70 years
of my collecting habit. The bad news is
that nearly all of them are play-worn and
without boxes, but the good news is that
the bulk of them have a wonderful, and
therefore, priceless sentimental attachment!

About 90% of my collection is original
and purchased in period, but I have been
fortunate enough to add the missing links
and prizes I didn’t manage to own all those
years ago.

My speciality is diecast, and after all these
years, like all children in the 1960s, I still
wrestle with the challenge of who is the
best, Corgi or Dinky? With a portion of
Matchbox and Spot-On thrown in to make
the whole issue more complicated.

Deep down, I suppose I was a Corgi
child, which is why I was so keen to bid
heavily for a Corgi model of a Corgi
logo in a recent auction. Standout
favourites were too numerous to mention,
but included all the rally cars and the
wonderful 20ft Dolphin cabin cruiser
in the Riviera set. But I always had a
penchant, even then, for TV-themed
models. The Saint’s Volvo was a must-have,
but the two standouts were James Bond’s
first Aston, of course, and the original
Batmobile. These two had top play value,
but as a follower of great detail, I never
understood why Corgi painted their early
Astons gold. Another one for top play
value as a child was the brilliant Austin
L-driver car. And for me, Corgi always had
the top breakthrough features, like those
jewelled headlights. Chipperfields was also
a brilliant, branded theme, and I have a full

Your collection

Every collector has a story. Each month we feature
one of our readers and the treasures that mean

the most to them. Want to share yours?

Email:

set of everything in period. Their Mack
truck was probably one of their best-ever
models. How times change nowadays, with
thoughts of lions, tigers or elephants in
cages an absolute no-no. All the above are
still highly prized in my collection, and
most are in good order.

Dinky had their own delights. Again,
TV-themed models were the top attraction
for me, and standouts included Lady
Penelope’s Rolls. Come to that, as one of
Gerry Anderson’s biggest fans, anything
to do with him was on my wanted list.
And when it came to cars, Dinky was
always best at big Yanks. Plus, they were

the top choice for any military vehicles,
with top possessions for me including the
French Dinky bridge-builder truck and the
Mighty Antar tank transporter. I have all

three Mighty Antars and a superb French
Dinky BP tanker.

Pride of place, however, is my selection
of The Prisoner Mini Mokes. I was planning
to stop at six, but I'm now up to eleven,
and ten of those are boxed. I had one in
period, and the rest were picked up at
auctions. Why Prisoner Mokes? That would
be telling!

Outside period, I have subsequently built
up some older Dinky Navy and shipping
sets, plus a newer, rare model of the liner
France.

Like every youngster in period, my
collection would have started with
Matchbox. Surely there was no child of the
1950s and 1960s without a Lesney creation
they valued. I favoured their commercial
vehicles the most. It seemed like they were

E wmnanw.ccofgh.co.ukl » April 2026


mailto:CollectingEditorial@warnersgroup.co.uk
http://www.ccofgb.co.uk

late with branded and themed models, but

I do have some Beales-branded Pickfords
removal trucks and one or two pieces

that are simply rare because they had the
“wrong” colour of wheels or bodies. Top
choices for me from my originals are the
larger-scale Hoveringham truck and the
refreshment trailers in white and silver. Very
crude in casting though it is, I also value the

old Meteor Sportsman speedboat and trailer.

And, of course, no Matchbox collection
would be complete without Tracy Island
and the Marineville Headquarters.
Fortunately, although both were heavily
used in period, they are in marvellous
condition, with their boxes intact, including
all that wonderful artwork.

Basically, I was born an advocate of
anything Tri-ang, so it was only natural that
I was a dedicated fan of Spot-On as their
rival to the dominant diecast manufacturers.
As the brand launched later, it introduced
some immediate standout features, such
as battery-powered lighting. Every model
had proper weight and presence, as well as
superb casting detail. Of the various brands
I've collected, without any doubt, the

-

Spot-Ons have the most dents and scrapes.
While this might be bad news in terms of
values, it undoubtedly means they were the
most played with, so some of the models are
definitely play-worn! Stars of my version

of banger racing were the Humber Snipe,
Rover, Vauxhall Velox and grey Land Rover.
Fortunately, my most prized maroon Rolls-
Royce escaped the scrapes and bumps, but
not so the hefty Jones crane.

While strictly outside diecast car
collecting, in period my father very kindly
supported my collection of Tri-ang Minic
Ships. I have a complete collection of’
every listed first-issue model, including the
accessories, and this even includes one of the
original tugs with a fat diecast funnel, as all
the later ones had Bakelite-type funnels. I
still have the whale with the factory ship and
the little blue lifeboat with its house. These
are complemented by several other ranges of
the same scale, mostly from Hansa (superbly
detailed German ships), Tremo and Crescent.

A rather random collection of toy soldiers
started in the late 1950s with some marching
RAF flyers from a huge collection my father

owned as a boy. Then, throughout childhood,

—
. -
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these were supplemented by many and
varied Britains serving forces, Cowboys
and Indians, etc. Prized in this section are
my four Beatles, but what I'd give now for
the display box they came in. Maybe one
day I'll find one.

Nearly all the above are original
toys from the period of release, but
subsequently, over the last 20 years, I have
become an avid and enthusiastic collector
of all sorts.

So nowadays, I've expanded, space
permitting, in all directions. Notable
among current toys are Britains, especially
their motorcycles and gardening series.

I have been very fortunate to
supplement my childhood collecting habit
in recent years by following specialist toy
auctioneers online. Today, the collection
extends to tinplate boats, including all
the Sutcliffe variants and many Tri-ang
and other moulded-plastic ships. Perhaps
most valuable sentimentally, however, is a
collection of figures made by Sacul (Lucas
backwards) of The Flowerpot Men, Andy
Pandy and Captain Hook — all synonymous
with my early, formative years. M
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DIECAST COLLECTORS

MODEL SHOP

We've reviewed them... now you can buy them directly from us!
Simply complete and return the form below...

PADDINGTON

_----‘ -_.

s =

Corgi 1/76 Routemaster - Britains Farm 1/50 Cash IH CX210E

Solido 1/18 Ford Focus RS MK2 -
Paddington 3 Excavator Ultimate Green Metallic 2009
Ref: CC89206 Our Price: £24.99 Ref: BF43397 Our Price: £70 Ref: SOL1813101 Our Price: £50.00

a e
h-'----—___'
& ‘
-_—
£149.99

Solido 1/18 Shelby Mustang Super Oxford Diecast 1/76 Volvo Boniface TopSpeed 1/18 Lamborghini
snake race red 2025 Recovery Truck Crouch Recovery Countach LPI 800-4 Bianco Siderale
Ref: SOL1813801 Our Price: £54.99 Ref: OX76VOLO9REC Our Price: £29.99 Ref: TS0438 Our Price: £149.99

ALL MODELS COME WITH FREE POSTAGE AND PACKAGING!
S

Prefer to speak to our friendly UK-based team to place your order? Call us today on 01778 392006 or complete this form and return

it to us at: Diecast Collector Model Shop, Warners Group Publications, The Maltings, West Street, Bourne, Lincs, PE10 9PH

Title: First name: Surname:
Address:

Postcode:

[J Yes, | am happy to receive relevant special offers via post.

Tel: Email:
[JYes, | would like to receive the FREE Collecting email newsletter.

Please send me the following model (s) and 1 enclose a cheque made payable to Warners Group Publications

Quantity Unit price | Total
] Corgi 1/76 Routemaster - Paddington 3 (CC89206) £24.99
[J Britains Farm 1/50 Cash IH CX210E Excavator (BF43397) £70.00
[JSolido 1/18 Ford Focus RS MK2 - Ultimate Green Metallic 2009 (SOL1813101) £50.00
[JSolido 1/18 Shelby Mustang Super Snake Race Red 2025 (SOL1813801) £54.99
[J Oxford Diecast 1/76 Volvo Boniface Recovery Truck Crouch Recovery (OX76VOLO9REC) £29.99
CITopSpeed 1/18 Lamborghini Countach LPI 800-4 Bianco Siderale (TS0438) £149.99
Total Price

Please allow up to 4 weeks for pre-order models to arrive. T&Cs apply. Available while stocks last. See https.//ccofgb.uk/terms for details.



https://ccofgb.uk/terms

British Model Soldier
Society

Annual Show 2026
Saturday 18th April
Doors Open 10.00am

Trade Stands, Competition,
Displays, Demonstration,
Paint n' Take, Refreshments

Admission: £5 public,
£4 BMSS members

Reading Central Salvation Army Hall,
Anstey Road
Reading
RG17JR

SCAN ME

www.bmssonline.com

=) TOY, TRAIN & SCI Fl FAIRS =
07504 035955

RAINTON SUNDAY 29TH MARCH
RAINTON ARENA

Mercntle R Houghonle S e  Ver D5 1. 10:30cr 3o
o Adls £400,Cirn/Snior Ciaes 5.0ty B
k Free parking, work

MUSSELBURGH SUNDAY 19TH APRIL
MUSSELBURGH SPORTS CENTRE

T e e RS T
izens £3.00, Eorly Bird £7

« Buy, sell and swop trins, Fre parking, working exhibiions and cofe faciies

GATESHEAD SUNDAY 17TH MAY
.., GATESHEAD STADIUM

Road, Gateshead, Tyne & Wear, NE10 OEN - 10:30am-3pm
. AdmnsmnAd\bfAOO Children/Senior Citizens £3.00, Early Bird £7
o e e et b e O e e S

YORIK SATURDAY 30TH MAY
YORK SPORTS CENTRE

University of York, James Way, Heslington, York, Y010 5NA- 10:30am-3pm
3 * Admission: Adults £4.00, Children/Senior Citizens £3.00, Early Bird £7
« Buy, sell and swap frains, diecast cars, buses and trucks, soldiers and more! » Free parking, working exhibitions and cale facilties
Interested in selling your collection or want a table to sell your stock?

Contact Jim on 07504 035955 or email: jim_corr72@hotmail.co uk

HARROGATE

TOY & TRAIN COLLECTORS FAIR

Pavilions of Harrogate, Great Yorkshire Showground,
Harrogate, HG2 8NZ (off A661 Wetherby Road)

SUNDAY 29TH MARCH
10.30am - 3pm

100+ Tables ¢ Free Parking * Refreshments

ADMISSION FEES
* Early Bird Entry £10.00 from 08.30am e Adults/Seniors £5 « Children £1

For all table bookings & enquiries, contact Ken or Peter.

D D FAIRS
38 Victoria Road, Gulseley Leeds, LS20 8DG

WWW.j —jwehhtnyfairs.cnm

SPALDING SUNDAY 15TH MARCH 2026
Springfields Events & Conference Centre, Camelgate, Spalding, Lincs PE12 6ET
10am - 2pm 3 approx. 150 fables 3> 6ft table £35
» Admission (16+) £3.50, Accompanied Ch (15 and under) Free

BRENTWOOD SATURDAY 25TH APRIL 2026
The Brentwood Centre, Doddinghurst Road, Brentwood, Essex, CM15 9NN.
10am - 2pm » approx. 180 tables » éft table £40
» Admission (16+) £4 per person, Accompanied Ch (15 and under) Free

LINCOLNSHIRE SUNDAY 24TH MAY 2026
The Exhibition Centre, Lincolnshire Showground, Lincoln, LN2 2NA
10am - 2pm » approx. 150 tables » 6ft table £35
» Admission(16+) £3.50, Accompanied Ch (15 and under) Free

SPALDING SUNDAY 31ST MAY 2026
Springfields Events & Conference Centre, Camelgate, Spalding, Lincs PE12 6ET
10am - 2pm 3 approx. 150 tables » 6ft table £35
» Admission (16+) £3.50, Accompanied Ch (15 and under) Free

BRENTWOOD SATURDAY 4TH JULY 2026
The Brentwood Centre, Doddinghurst Road, Brentwood, Essex, CM15 9NN.
10am - 2pm 3 approx. 180 tables 3 6ft table £40
» Admission (16+) £4 per person, Accompanied Ch (15 and under) Free

SPALDING SUNDAY 26TH JULY 2026

Springfields Events & Conference Centre, Camelgate, Spalding, Lincs PE12 6ET
10am - 2pm 3> approx. 150 tables 3 6ft table £35
» Admission (16+) £3.50, Accompanied Ch (15 and under) Free

booki d further infa i
" esse tephone Lomaneon 01522 880383

Email: jandjfairs@gmail.com

KRJ VINTAGE TOY FAIRS

RAYLEIGH, ESSEX

SUNDAY 8 MARCH ¢.45am - 1.15pm
SWEYNE PARK SCHOOL, RAYLEIGH, ESSEX $56 9BZ

BROMLEY, KENT

SUNDAY 22 MARCH 9.45am - 1.15pm
BROMLEY HIGH SCHOOL, BLACKBROOK LANE, BROMLEY, KENT. BR1 2TW.

DITTON, KENT
SUNDAY 3 MAY ¢.45am - 1.15pm

DITTON COMMUNITY CENTRE, KILN BARN ROAD, DITTON, KENT, ME20 6AH

RAYLEIGH, ESSEX

SUNDAY 7 JUNE 9.450m - 1.15pm
SWEYNE PARK SCHOOL, RAYLEIGH, ESSEX SS6 9BZ

BROMLEY, KENT

SUNDAY 28 JUNE 9.450m - 1.15pm
BROMLEY HIGH SCHOOL, BLACKBROOK LANE, BROMLEY, KENT. BR1 2TW

DITTON, KENT
SUNDAY 12 JULY 9.45am - 1.15pm

DITTON COMMUNITY CENTRE, KILN BARN ROAD, DITTON, KENT, ME20 6AH

RAYLEIGH, ESSEX

SUNDAY 20 SEPTEMBER 9.45am - 1.15pm
SWEYNE PARK SCHOOL, RAYLEIGH, ESSEX SS6 9BZ

BROMLEY, KENT

SUNDAY 27 SEPTEMBER 9.45am - 1.15pm
BROMLEY HIGH SCHOOL, BLACKBROOK LANE, BROMLEY, KENT. BR1 2TW.

BROMLEY, KENT
SUNDAY 18 OCTOBER 9-45am - 1.15pm

BROMLEY HIGH SCHOOL, BLACKBROOK LANE, BROMLEY, KENT. BR1 2TW
ADMISSION £2.50 - UNDER 16°S FREE!
FOR{MORE INFORMATION:

07977/ 646:386)and| 07889 901729
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»

YOUR HOBBY

OYFAIR TIMES

1STMARCH
eLincoln
J & J Fairs

e Glasgow
Jim Corr
07504 035955

e Windsor
Windsor Toy & Train Fairs
07810 513576

7™ MARCH

e Oswestry
Jackson & Jackson Events
07967 681080

8™ MARCH

e Ashington
David Parsons
07742 609865

e Rayleigh
KRJ Vintage Toy Fairs
07534 939022

* Walsall Wood
Transtar Promotions
01922 643385

10™ MARCH
e Hook
Steve Clements Fairs
01380 725322 / 07732 330305

15™ MARCH
e Port Sunlight
Jackson & Jackson Events
07967681080
e Spalding
J & J Fairs
01522 880383

17™ MARCH
¢ Wootton Basset
Steve Clement Fairs
01380 725322 / 07732 330305

215" MARCH

¢ Bognor Regis
David Parsons
07742 609865

22N> MARCH
¢ Worthing
David Parsons
07742 609865
e Bromley
KRJ Vintage Toy Fairs
07534 939022

29™ MARCH

e Harrogate
Dalesman Diecast
01943 873420

e Rainton
Jim Corr
07504 035955

2\ APRIL

¢ Theydon Bois
Joe Lock
07866 641215

3R0 APRIL
e Deeside

Tony Oakes

01270 652773

5™ APRIL

e Potters Bar
Joe Lock
07866 641215

11™ APRIL

e Pudsey
Rod & James Fairs

R.ash@tinyworld.co uk

12™ APRIL

e Kempton Park
R.M Toys
02392 262446/07957 823507

18™ APRIL

* Maidstone

Mike Spencer

01622 298159/01732 840787
¢ Reading

BMSS

01727 837786

19™ APRIL

¢ Ashington
David Parsons
07742 609865

* Musselburgh
Jim Corr
07504 035955

o Newton Abbott
Ray Heard
01823 480097

AUCTIONS

9™ MARCH

e Online
UK Toy & Model Auctions
01270 652773

18™ MARCH

¢ Bury St Edmunds
Lacy Scott & Knight
01284 748628

o Warwick
Warwick & Warwick
01926 499031

ABOVE: This impressive boxed
Lego Creator Big Ben set sold for

£260 at Vectis Auctions in January

28™ MARCH

e Kings Langley
Excalibur Auctionss
0203 6330913

315" MARCH

e Newbury
Special Auction Services
01635 580595

15T APRIL

e Kenardington
C & T Auctions
01233 510050

10™ APRIL

e Canterbury
Canterbury Auction Galleries
01227763337

11™ APRIL

e Canterbury
Canterbury Auction Galleries
01227763337

15™ APRIL

e Bury St Edmunds
Lacy Scott & Knight
01284 748628

19™ APRIL

e Kenardington
C & T Auctions
01233 510050
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POTTERS BAR

Sunday 5th April
10am - 2pm

Elm Court Youth & Community Centre,
Mutton Lane, Potters Bar, Hertfordshire, EN& 3BP

For more details please call:
07866 641215 or 07810 513576

TO ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS

HERE OR

ONLINE

Contact Alex on (

07350 360313

Aley lvan@warnersaroun co uk
or Stuarton

07345 599868

Stuart.dav@warnersaroun.co.uk

TOYRSSTRAININ
COLLECTORSJFAIRS

DEESIDE

GOOD FRIDAY 3" APRIL
10.30am - 2.00pm
Froa Parking » Admession 2 50
For&,wﬁerabmlspfease call Tory Otkes
on 01270 652773 or 07825 631323

» Accomparisd children undsc 16 years FREE of ALL SHOWS! +

THEYDON BOIS

L Thursday 2nd April
L et 7pm - 9pm
The Falcon of WP o |
the force .safae N s, BT
ThES oo patrol medel i > s Admission: £1

For more details please call:

well worth Siopemg for 'mm ;

07866 641215

00, N & 1/43 Diecast Cars, 00/N
Commercials, 00, N & 1/72 WW2 Military, 1/72
Planes, from Base, Classix, Corgi, EFE, Oxford

and more.

Use our secure online shop
10A Church Street, Basingstoke, Hants, RG21 7QE or visitin person.
Open Monday (December onM Tuesday (October

to MaE; :E ness y 8-30.17-00 Tel: 01256 358060

BACHMANN
Europe plc

Unit 2, Groveland,

Thorpe Market Road,

Roughton NR11 8TB
(ON|THE[B1436]BETWEENITHE/A140VAN DATHE/A149)
01263 791 11 9

:_‘E‘g livze) mﬂﬁm store:
e =g

HOOK
Tuesday 10th March

Commun

WOOTTON BASSETT

Tuesday 17th March

Station Road,
6pm-8pm

4 et e ca ries i ot
gl’nus Models|

www.citibusmodels.co.uk:

07788 106064

sitibnsmadelskits@ontlaok com | ||

01380 725322 or
07732 330305

stevedevizes@aol.com
Discount code: DIECAST10

Jaunty Jalopies of Hunmanby

6 Church Hill, Hunmanby, Nr Filey, YO14 0JU
Landline 01723 890060 Mobile 07889 286559

= Good stock of Corgi Classics, Vanguards, Modern Trucks
= Heavy Haulage, Plant & Construction, Farm, Classic Cars,
Steam, Trackside, Aviation Archive
* Vintage Commercials, 1:76 Buses - EFE & Omnibus
» Massive quantity of Herpa 1:87

opcﬂe"'q. * Huge Selection of Fire & Police Vehides on g’e’ day,
\Me(h'lﬁ'i""‘l * Lots more: Obselete Corgi, Dinky, Spot-On ©Man, ol

* Matchbox, Conrad, NZG, Joal, Britains,
Minichamps, Universal Hobbies, 1:18 etc
Always ~ 150 “BUY IT NOW" Offers on eBay. Search using seller ID: jauntyjalopies
Shop can Open most days On Demand. Simply Arrive & Call for Access.
*If making a long journey call first to avoid disappointment.

COLLECTIONS PURCHASED, Large & Small, New or Old
with Faimess, Discretion & Sensitivity. Will travel nationwide

Email: nﬂ'\lﬂli.zlmfy‘i:iinpipq co.uk “Diecast is What we Do"™

www iatntuialopies co.uk

Exquisite Line of Scale Models
ESVAL Available at your local model car store | View the full line of models
MODELS o atl — - a‘I -
1961 Buick LeSabr (7! Bentley H-Type To51 Bentley H-Type
2 door coupe Coupe by Abbott Coupe by Abbolt

$

1932 Austrd-Daimler ADRS 1932 Austrd-Daimler ADRS
pullman limousine by Keibl pullman limousine by Keibl

1933-36 Mercedes-Benz 290
‘W18 lang cabriolet D

B o

1947 HRG 110 roadster

¥

Copmyright © 3026 Ewval Grous

1947 HRG 1100 roadster 1958 Peerless GT coupe

2 Goodramgate
York - YO1 7LQ
01904 659423

Open Monday - Saturday 9am - 5pm

Find us by Monk Bar
Only 2 minutes from
York Minster

““MonkBar

Model Shop

Established 1963

Diecast Planes - Diecast Cars & Buses
Model Railways - Plastic Kits - Scalextric

Handley ifax Mk
"London’s Revenge /L for Lana'-
L\ \ RCAF No.427 Sqn - RAF Leeming
AA37210
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»

YOUR HOBBY

»RETAILERS

NORTHERN IRELAND

MY OLD TOYBOX. For collectable diecast and
kits, Matchbox, Dinky, Corgi, Action Man, Star
Wars, sci-fi, Subbuteo, etc. The Old Toybox, Unit
14, Smithfield Market, Belfast BT1 1JE. Tel: 07719

WANTED

VINTAGE FIREWORK COLLECTOR. Do not
light the blue touch paper and burn British
Heritage, private collector will pay cash and
collect from anywhere, licensed explosive
storage, call Tony on 07956 506300

WEST MIDLANDS

SPRINGHILL MODELS. Stockists of Corgi,
Oxford Diecast, Greenlight, Whitebox, and others.
Thursday to Saturday 10am - 4pm. Contact: Pete
Skilton, 4 Springhill Lane, Penn, Wolverhampton,

100483 Email: jamesigilliland@hotmail.com W/ Mids, WV4 4SH. Tel: 01902 341302 Web:
Web: limw.myoldtoyboxbelfast.co.ukl lwww.springhillmodels.coud  Email:  pete@
Springhillmadels.co.ul WANTED
WALES TOPPS UK ‘IRELAND: Empty boxes/complete
COLWYN BAY. Clwyd Models Second hand WESTSUSSEX boxes, wax wrappers. Also sealed packets.

Bubble Gum Cards. Star Trek, Star Wars, Black
Hole, Superman. Anything from 1970's to early
1980's. Tel: 07438 430205

CLASSIC TOY COLLECTIBLES. Items for
sale from 1950s to 1990s, include Dinky, Corgi,
Matchbox, Spot-on to TV/Film related, Scalextric,
tinplate/novelty, trains, action figures and popular

Model Railways, Books, Videos, Diecast etc bought
& sold. Open Times: Thurs, Fri, Sat only 10am-1pm
& 2pm-5pm. 447 Abergele Rd, Old Colwyn, Conwy.

Tel: 01492 518709 Email: tlwydmodels@tiscalil

EouKd culture, also later Vanguards, Oxford Diecast, and WANTED .
. . TRI-LOGO BOBA FETT ON CARD. Tri-logo
more. Located at The Cabinet Rooms, 39 High Vak F 4. All diti idered. wil
WARWICKSHIRE Street, Arundel BN18 9AG. Tel. 0773 894 7522, o' ace on card. Aflconditions considered, wi

METROPOLIS VINTAGE TOYS. We are special- pay good market prices. Tel: 07438 430205

istsin vintage collectables, particularly TV and Film
related toys, Action Man and other Action Figures,
also selling Dinky, Corgi and Model Railways.Mail
order worldwide is always a pleasure. Your surplus
quality toys are always wanted and top prices are
paid for fine examples. Open 11lam - 6pm Thursday

“Online prices, but without the added P&P costs!”

YORKSHIRE

DALESMAN DIECAST. Vast range of diecast
models available, many at discounted prices.
Collections and unwanted stock purchased for
cash. Contact: Ken Hartshorne, Victoria Rd,
- Saturday. 41b Smith Street, Warwick, CV34 4JA. Guiseley, Leeds, LS20 8DG Tel: 01943 873420
Tel: 01926 400311 www.metropolistoys.co.ukl Email: info@dalesmandiecast.co.ukl Web: wwwl
Email: chris@metropolistoys.co.uld Halesmandiecast.co.uk

M»AUCTIONEER LISTING

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS

HERE OR ONLINE

Contact Alex on 07350 360313 or

email Alex lvon@warnersgroun couk

BEDFORDSHIRE [DEVON [ SOMERSET
B W&H PEACOCK B PIERS MOTLEY AUCTIONS B GREENSLADE TAYLOR HUNT

W&H PEACOCK

AUCTIONEERS & VALULRS

Bedford, Tel: 01234 266 366

toys@peacockauction.co.ult
lwww.peacockauction.co.uld

BERKSHIRE

B SPECIAL AUCTION SERVICES SAS i

Newbury, Tel: 01635 580595

Haue@ p ialaucti vices.conl =

Homini il - - ]

I Tl - - ]
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

H OVERTURE AUCTIONS

Great Missenden, Tel: 07359 915784/07391 049072

Info@overtureauctions.co.uk OVERTURE

{suna overtureauctions_could AUCTIENS

[CHESHIRE |

Bl UKTOY & MODEL AUCTIONS

Ledsham, Chester T

Tel: 01270 652773 / 07892 870729

lnw.uktoyauctions.com
Enquiriesgul - |

H BRITISH TOY AUCTIONS

Runcorn, Tel 01928 579032 Q
| : : ..@I i 2

H GREENSLADE TAYLOR HUNT
Tiverton, Tel: 01278 410250

[ gth.netd
bntiques.saleroom@gth.netl

gth

e Muaky -
T EESE———

o Tv— 1
P — 7
.

B STACEY'S AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS

Exmouth, Tel: 01395 267403

Rayleigh, Tel: 01268 777122

Stacey’s

Ei

HERTFORDSHIRE
W EXCALIBUR AUCTIONS
Kings Langley, Tel: 02036 330913
i Ti - I

\,"
EXCALIBUR

KENT
B C&T AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS
Kent, Tel: 01233 510050

EE

C&T

B GOLDING YOUNG
Bourne Tel: 01778 422686
Grantham Tel: 01476 565118

Lincoln Tel: 01522 524984  GOLDINGYOUNG: £
mnww.goldingyoung.cond
[LANCASHIRE_________________________ |
B OUTHWAITE & LITHERLAND

Southport Tel: 01704 538489 Qu1

ananaLlo k.com

North Petherton, Tel: 01278 410250

fanwwgth net
lantiques.saleroom@gth.netl

B LACY, SCOTT & KNIGHT
Bury St Edmunds,

Tel: 01284 748 625
www.lskauctioncentre.co.ukl

H WARWICK & WARWICK
Warwick, Tel: 01926 499031
i ickand il |

Q Warwick & Warvick

WEST SUSSEX
B TOOVEYS
Washington, Tel: 01903 891955

TOOVEY’S
famwnw taoveys_cond
B TENNANTS AUCTIONEERS
Leyburn, Tel: 01969 623780 Tennants
lenquiry@tennants-ltd.co.uld W‘G"’
AUCTIONEERS

INTERNATIONAL
B TRAINS, PLANES & AUTOMOBILES
Sydney, Australia +612 47877974 . .

Bntiquetoys.com.au

TRAMS, FLANES & AUTOMOBILES

y£3 \nww.ccofgh coukl » April 2026



mailto:james1gilliland@hotmail.com
http://www.myoldtoyboxbelfast.co.uk
mailto:clwydmodels@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:clwydmodels@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.metropolistoys.co.uk
mailto:chris@metropolistoys.co.uk
mailto:toys@peacockauction.co.uk
http://www.peacockauction.co.uk
http://www.springhillmodels.co.uk
mailto:pete@springhillmodels.co.uk
mailto:pete@springhillmodels.co.uk
mailto:info@dalesmandiecast.co.uk
http://www.dalesmandiecast.co.uk
http://www.dalesmandiecast.co.uk
http://www.piersmotleyauctions.co.uk
mailto:info@piersmotleyauctions.co.uk
mailto:Alex.lyon@warnersgroup.co.uk
http://www.gth.net
mailto:antiques.saleroom@gth.net
mailto:dave@specialauctionservices.com
mailto:dominic@specialauctionservices.com
http://www.specialauctionservices.com
mailto:info@overtureauctions.co.uk
http://www.overtureauctions.co.uk
http://www.uktoyauctions.com
mailto:enquiries@uktoyauctions.com
mailto:enquiries@britishtoyauctions.co.uk
http://www.britishtoyauctions.co.uk
http://www.gth.net
mailto:antiques.saleroom@gth.net
mailto:info@staceyauction.com
http://www.staceyauction.com
http://www.excaliburauctions.com
mailto:enquiries@candtauctions.co.uk
http://www.candtauctions.co.uk
http://www.goldingyoung.com
http://www.lots.uk.com
http://www.lskauctioncentre.co.uk
http://www.warwickandwarwick.com
mailto:auctions@tooveys.com
http://www.tooveys.com
mailto:enquiry@tennants-ltd.co.uk
http://www.tennants.co.uk
mailto:auctions@antiquetoys.com.au
http://antiquetoys.com.au
http://antiquetoys.com.au
http://www.ccofgb.co.uk

‘'he Canterbury
Auction Galleries

FINE ART AUCTIONEERS SINCE 1911

FORTHCOMING AUCTION DATES

10th & lIth 5th & 6th 31st July

April June & Ist August
Consignment deadline Consignment deadline Consignment deadline
26th June

I'st May

now closed

Lot 277
Two Corgi toys diecast
gift sets. No. 16 ‘Racing
Car Transporter and Three
Racing Cars’, and No. 24
‘Constructor Set

Commer’, both in original
boxes with inserts

|{u-l1I iani Sold for £380 S, -

CRBNATIGN GF
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DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO SELL?
The Canterbury Auction Galleries are experts when it comes to auctioning your toy car collections,
action figures, Barbie dolls, Pokemon trading cards, games consoles and many cult classics. ..

CONTACT US TO BOOK A FREE VALUATION

Either at home or at our Canterbury salerooms: 40 Station Road West, Canterbury, Kent CT2 8AN
Telephone 01227 763337 Emal lgeneral@tcag.col] Visi Ehecanterburyanctiongalleries.cord

BUYING?
Our app allows you to both browse the current catalogue and follow an auction in real time, wherever you are.
Our auctions are online only and there are many easy ways to bid - see our comprehensive website.

P> Google Play & AppStore n thecanterburyauctiongalleries
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We hold at least ten large toy auctions a year, offering something
for everyone, from great rarities to modern toys and models.
We are picking up consignments from around the UK and would be happy to visit.

Please call Dominic Foster, Bob Leggett or Dave Kemp
on +44 (0)1635 580595 or Dominic @specialauctionservices.com

SPECIAL AUCTION SERVICES
Nexus Park, Plenty Close, Newbury RG14 5SRL



