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NEW RELEASES

INTO THE
NEW YEAR

Starting with a
bang! New models
from Bburago,
Oxford Diecast,
Solido, Britains
and more...

Price: £6.99
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The lite, the career and the cars of the Frenchman &




EXCALIBUR /AUCTIONS Yoon Hev A

THE COLLECTABLES °~ AUCTION HOUSE MUCH AS YOU DO

“ Check our website for
details of all the auctions we
have coming up for Diecast
Touys, which will contain o
large quantity of items from
an extensive private collection
of Corgi, Dinky and Matchbox

iNcluding many trade boxes
and other rare items ’,

Has your collection outstayed its welcome?

Get in touch for a FREE valuation

www.excaliburauctions.com CG@excaliburauctions.com 020 3633 0913

16 Abbots Business Park, Primrose Hill, Kings Langley WD4 8FR
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| KEEp up to date with the
latest news, reviews and
price guides
Get inspired with auction,
toyfair and event reports
tFeatures on all the big name
prands including Corgi Toys,

Dinky Toys, Tri-ang, Spot-0n,
Viatchbox Superfast and ?:ER-EEA

any more! MODEL

'Practical tips for buying,
‘estoring and displaying WHEN YOU
your models SUBSCRIBE FOR

12 ISSUES™
il

“F 'ti;:li N HOW TO ORDER YOURS...

A SImply scan the QR code seen here, Visit
D ke :.l:.ﬂ

https://ccofgb.uk/DiecastCollector or call our team
ol 0N 01778 392006 and quote DCC/SUBS24.

*T&Cs apply. Rate applies when you subscribe to 12 issues of Diecast Collector via a Direct Debit.
Offer valid from October 31st 2024 to March 1st 2025. See website for details.
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What's happening in the world of
diecast collecting.

3 Then and Now
Steve Coles continues his series

comparing vintage models with their
present day counterparts.

3 corgi Through The Years
Rick Wilson continues his series of

year-by-year articles from the beginning of
the Corgi brand in 1956.

4 A-Z of Diecast
In which Alwyn Brice continues

his series, leafing through the alphabet of

diecasts.
4 Collecting by Numbers
Charting the evolution of the

Matchbox Superfast range during the Lesney
years, from 1969 to 1982.

5 Top Vintage Model
DTCA Chairman, Michael Driver, picks

another vintage favourite from Dinky.
Your Models

5 A pictorial snapshot of your prized
diecast models and collections.

Toy Tales
Ed Karswell ponders the wonderful
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world of model collecting.

NEW MODELS

1 What's New
Six pages of latest new model

reviews.
1 A New Year
Stephen Paul Hardy reflects on the

trends of the past few months.
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2 The truck driver
Francisco Mota looks at the career and

the cars of Frenchman Jean Ragnotti.

Tomica Helicopters
Mike Pigott looks at the helicopter

2

models produced by Japanese company Tomica.
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2 On the move
Nigel Robertshaw looks at an exotic

Art Deco Coach Station, the scene for some
wonderful classic buses and coaches from the
1950s and 1960s.

3 Motor Star Monster Trucks
Paul Brent Adams gets up close with a

selection of big wheeled miniatures.

3 The (nearly) invisible jet
Paul Brent Adams discovers a new

model to add to his Wonder Woman collection.

32

4 Simply Shackleton
Brian Howes ventures back in time with
an iconic fleet of vehicles.

460n the write line
With correspondence to Father

Christmas behind us, Stephen Paul Hardy
encourages you to keep that pen to hand...
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5 1 Online results
We help you to put a value on your

collection, with a look at recent online results.

5 2 Price Guide
Value your collection with auction
results from around the country.

Toy Fair Times
News of upcoming auctions and
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events that you might want to put in your
diary.
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BUSINESS UPDATE FROM
OXFORD DIECAST

EARLY December marked a significant milestone for Oxford
Diecast as ownership transitioned from Hornby Hobbies back to a
family-run business under EKD Enterprises. The company is now
owned by Lyndon Davies, founder ot Oxtford Diecast, alongside his
wite, Catherine Davies, and their daughter, Eloise Davies.

Oxford Diecast has an illustrious history, having been established
in 1993 by Lyndon Davies. In 2017, Hornby Hobbies acquired a
49% stake in the company, taking full ownership by purchasing the
remaining 51% in 2021. However, the recent change restores the
brand's roots as a proud tamily business.

Eloise Davies, who has been serving as the Managing Director
since 2017, expressed her excitement about the future: “We are
thrilled to continue working in the industry we love. Our gratitude
goes to Hornby Hobbies for their stewardship over the years, and
we look forward to an exciting new chapter.”

The company is set to unveil a product update in January for both
Oxtford Diecast and Oxtford Rail, accompanied by a fresh catalogue.
This development promises a bright future for the beloved brand
under the leadership of its founding family. M

COVENTRY DIECAST
MODEL CLUB MARKS
90TH ANNIVERSARY

THE Coventry Diecast Model Club will celebrate its
golden anniversary in February 2025.

Founded in 1975 by Paul and Hilary Kennelly and
friends in their Whitley, Coventry home, the club rapidly
expanded its membership and began organizing toy fairs
and trips for collectors. At its height, the club boasted a
global membership of around 320 enthusiasts.

While the club originally focused on diecast models, it has always

welcomed collectors of models made from various materials, including
cardboard, tinplate, and resin.

‘Today, though its membership has declined like many similar clubs
in the UK, the Coventry Diecast Model Club remains active. Monthly
in-person meetings are held at the Air Museum in Baginton, typically
on the first Wednesday, while virtual meetings take place on the third
Wednesday of the month.

The club is eager to welcome new members, with no charge for first-
time visitors. For more details, email wheelspineditor@outlook.com. B

FOR avid collectors of high-
quality resin scale models, Esval
Models has delivered some
exciting news. The renowned
manufacturer has announced an
impressive lineup of brand-new
models, limited variants, and
colour options that will have
collectors clamouring for space
in their display cabinets. With
new releases spanning iconic cars
from Europe and America, Esval already hitting the market and
Models 1s set to make the next

few months an exciting period

the remainder arriving within the
next two to three months.

for model enthusiasts. Esval 1s also introducing 64
Leading the pack of new limited variants, each produced

in runs of just 125 units.
Highlights include the 1936-1940
Mercedes-Benz 260D W138

Pullman Landaulet as Berlin taxis,

releases are two versions of
the exquisite 1952 Bentley

R -Type Continental, featuring
Abbott coachwork. Esval also

NEW MODEL RELEASES ANNOUNCED BY ESVAL

red or blue.

American highlights include the
1953 Kaiser Carolina 2-Door,
1930 Ford V8 in police variants,
and 1956 Chevrolet Handyman
Wagon in police, ambulance, and
fire versions. The 1951 GMC
Pickup debuts in Coca-Cola, Jack
Daniels Whisky, Shell Oil, and

classic red liveries.

March and April will see even
more additions. The Delage
Autobineau Saloon expands
with police and taxi versions,
while American classics like
the 1959 De Soto Firedome

Sedan and 1958 Edsel Roundup
Wagon appear in police, fire, and

introduces four versions of the
elegant 1950 Talbot-Lago T25
R ecord Convertible and seven
renditions of the stylish 1961
Buick Le Sabre in sedan, coupe,
and convertible formats. These
models are expected to roll out
in stages, with the first versions

plus new versions of the 1948-
54 Delage D6-3L Autobineau
Sedan, 1947 Cisitalia 202 Farina,
1963 OSCA 1600 GT Fissore
Convertible, and 1939 Delage
D6-70 Letourneur & Marchand
Cabriolet. The Fissore-bodied
Fiat 1500 Coupe arrives in bold

ambulance liveries. European
releases include the 1934-36

Adler Trumpt 4-Door Saloon in
Berlin and Vienna taxi formats.
British enthusiasts will
appreciate the 1936 Humber
Super Snipe as an RAF staff

car, police vehicle, or hotel taxi.

Modern collectors can look
forward to the 2010 Devon GTX
Coupe in three new colors with
rear spoiler options, alongside
vintage classics like the 1935
Mercedes-Benz 540K Saloon and
1953 Allard K3 in British Racing

Green or red. B
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HOT WHEELS CROWNS
‘LA LIEBRE' THE WINNER

MATTEL has announced the 2024 winner of the Hot Wheels
Legends Tour, the world's largest travelling car show, during the
virtual Global Grand Finale held in November. After taking home
the top spot during the 2024 Chilean tour stop, a home-built
race car, nicknamed La Liebre, secured the global victory and will

be inducted into the Hot Wheels Garage of Legends. The Hot
Wheels design team will now transtorm the life-sized car into a

diecast car for collectors and fans to enjoy 1n 1/64 scale.

In 2013, Giuseppe Casagrande and Maurizio Moschini co-
founded Cars and Coftee Chile as a nonprofit organization to
grow the car community and culture in Chile. The La Liebre
project began as a method of promoting their organisation and
engaging local automotive enthusiasts. After acquiring the Falcon,
a custom-built Chevrolet 350 motor producing 600 horsepower
was installed and mated to a Saenz 910 five-speed transmission
with straight cut gears. The original chassis was heavily modified
by Bauter Garage and currently consists of a tubular frame and
roll cage. The La Liebre weighs just over 900kg, thanks to the tube
chassis and custom fibreglass body that was developed to maximise
aerodynamics. A blend of classic style and modern performance,
designed for pure speed, the La Liebre impressed and inspired
the judges not only with its looks but its role in the Chilean
automotive community.

Celebrating car builders and enthusiasts around the world
in their drive to be legendary, the 2024 Hot Wheels Legends
Tour travelled through 13 countries with 11 regional stops in
the United States. New Tour stops for 2024 included visits to
Colombia and the United Arab Emirates. The Hot Wheels team
and local automotive personalities evaluated more than 5,000
vehicle entries with millions of event attendees around the world.
The UK’s finalist, ‘Mentley’ — a modified Mini, was selected
for the Global Grand Finale, the fourth consecutive year a UK
entrant has reached the final stage.

To learn more about the Hot Wheels Legends Tour, visit www.

HotWheels.com/Legends. B

CULT SCALE MODELS
UNVEILS 1938 BENTLEY

4.25 LITRE TOURER

CULT Scale Models has just
released 1its stunning replica

of the iconic 1938 Bentley
4.25-litre open tourer, featuring
classic Vanden Plas bodywork.
This beautifully crafted model
1s now available in three striking
colour variations.

For tans of sleek sophistication,
the maroon version comes
complete with a folded-down
windscreen, embodying the
vintage car’s charm and timeless

elegance. Alternatively, the gold
and dark green models boast
an erect windscreen, further
highlighting the detailed
craftsmanship that Cult Scale
Models is renowned for.

Priced at £ 175 each,
collectors can place orders
now through British
Heritage Models (www.
britishheritagemodels.
co.uk), or your preterred
retailer.

MATRIX ROLLS ROYCE

MATRIX Models has

announced a forthcoming release
of the iconic Rolls-Royce
Phantom VI Landaulette in 1/43
scale. This stunning model comes
in three customer-commissioned
versions: a 1972 silver/black

for Gabonese President Omar
Bongo, a 1973 maroon version
for Mrs.V. Gillard, and a 1975
pale blue/white model for
H.R_.H. Princess Nora Mohsen
al-Angari.

The Phantom VI, with H]J
Mulliner coachwork, first
debuted on the Phantom
V, 1s renowned for its
convertible rear design,
1deal for state occasions.

Matrix has also revealed the
1934 Maybach Zeppelin DSS8
Cabriolet by Spohn, available
in black/bronze, white, and
maroon. Prices for both are yet
to be announced.

Order now through Spacroft
Models (www.spacroftmodels.
co.uk), or your preferred
retailer.
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ALLENTOWN ANTIQUE TOY SHOW

Charles Barnett fulfilled a minor ambltlon whlle he Was State3|de

MANY dealers and collectors
from Europe as well as the USA,
have told me that this annual
show, held the first Saturday in
November, 1s one of the best 1n
the US for traditional diecast,
tinplate toys and models. All have
told me I should wvisit and this
year [ was fortunate enough to do
so... [ was very impressed!

[n one large hall of the
fairgrounds complex in
Allentown, on the Pennsylvania/
New Jersey border, some 250
— 300 dealers displayed a huge
and mouthwatering selection of
toys of all kinds; diecast, tinplate,
cast-iron, pressed steel, plastic, and
other materials. Many were in
top condition and clearly some
folk save their best items for this
event. Prices were generally in
keeping with European ones, and
of course, condition was a major
determining factor. I picked up

a Bandai battery-operated Rolls
Royce Silver Cloud saloon, in
good but unboxed condition, for
$75.00. While a Dinky Healey
Sports Boat & Trailer in the usual
green/cream, mint and boxed,
and a Startex Sunbeam Alpine,
in good but unboxed condition,
both had a price of $45.00
attached.

[t you're serious about old toys
in top condition, this is an event
well worth considering, if you're
able to make the trip. It’s not
very far from New York and its
airports, and a fairly easy drive,
so 1t could be combined, maybe,

with an early Christmas-shopping
trip to The Big Apple.

There’s no show website, but
there 1s a Facebook page, just
search for “Allentown Antique
Toy Show”, and take a look. |
think you’ll agree with me, this 1s
a wonderful show. B
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Announcec

NEXT MONTH

MINI GT 007 Collectlon

IN January 2024, more detalls are emerging
fast about this exciting new range coming soon.

..0r _download the
digital edition 7
days earlier!

MARCH 25
ISSue 329

PLUS...
Jean Ragnotti - Part 2

Models both 'Little & Large’
A-Z of diecast collecting

How to start collecting
“Auction results

All the latest news
Extensive selection of
new model releases

- And much more...

Please note: These
planned editorial contents
may be subject to change

where necessary.
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“FOR LOTS MORE EXCITING MODELS, PLEASE VISIT MY WEBSITE: WWW.KEITHSCARS.CO.UK"

2299

EBBRO 1958 AUSTIN HEALEY ‘FROG-EYE' SPRITE
MK1 GREEN 29.99

SPARK KEN BLOCK"S PORSCHE 911
‘HOONIPIGASUS' PIKES PEAK 2022 69.99

N

1X0 1978 BERLIET TR305 DEMONSTRATOR TR194
38.99

o
R Y

EBBRO 1958 AUSTIN HEALEY “FROG-EYE" SPRITE
MK1 RED 29.99

{ g :
-%jﬁ | |

EBBRO 1958 AUSTIN HEALEY ‘FROG-EYE’ SPRITE
MK1 WHITE 29.99

EBBRO 1961 DAIHATSU MIDGET JAPANESE POST
VAN 29.99

VANGUARDS “HENRY FORD Il COLLECTION" 149.99

BEAUTIFUL ATLAS DINKY TOYS! 17.99 EACH POST FREE!!

7 15

AUSTIN ATLANTIC#106

>

-

-

DODGE ROYAL SEDAN #191

MORRIS MINI TRAVELLER #197

GREAT NEW 1/43 MODELS! ALL POST FREE!!

——

1X0 1994 VOLKSWAGEN GOLF MK3 ESTATE ‘PINK

FLOYD' EDITION 29.99

VANGUARDS 1982 FORD CORTINA 1.6 CAROUSEL

MK5 37.99

| & -‘l"
S— M
e L

NEW FROM CORGI!
ALL POST FREE!!

L - ,. 1 I J

MINICHAMPS MAXICHAMPS 1976 FORD ESCORT
MK2 RS2000 39.99

1-50 IRON MAIDEN TRUCK ‘POWER SLAVE' WORLD
TOUR 1984-5109.99

ANT RED

2799

1-76 PADDINGTON 3 NEW ROUTEMASTER 24.99

BIG STUFF!! NEW 1/18

DIECAST MODELS FROM

MCG! 72.99 EACH POST
FREE!!

EROUP

1985 FORD ESCORT MK3 RS TURBO BLACK

8005

SOLIDO 2023 JOHN COOPER WORKS MINI METALLIC
GREEN 27.99

.1# il

SOLIDO 2023 JOHN COOPER WORKS MINI RED
2799

2023 FORD RANGER RAPTOR BLUE LIGHTNING

VANGUARDS 1979 FORD ESCORT MK2 RS2000
RICHARD HAMMOND'S 'THE SMALLEST COG" 37.99

FORD THUNDERBIRD #5355

cal’ b/

ASTON MARTIN DB3S #104

N

P
-t

SIMCA 1500 BREAK ESTATE #507

TRIUMPH TR3 SPORTS #105

MODELCHR

2023 FORD RANGER RAPTOR METEOR GREY

NEW 1/24 WHITEBOX
DIECASTS! 35.99 EACH POST FREE!

1977 FORD ESCORT MK2 RS2000

CONTACT KEITH BY EMAIL: SONOFCORNERSHOP@BTINTERNET.COM CHEQUES/POSTAL ORDERS PAYABLE TO KEITH BRADLEY - SEND YOUR ORDER TO:

KEITH'S CARS, 25 ALLESTREE LANE, DERBY DE22 2HQ TEL: 07976 917574




224 NEW MODELS

What's nhew...

Our team of experts take a look at this month's model releases, including
fine handbuilt replicas, scale construction and the latest in farm models.
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SAY "THANK YOU" TO HONDA WITH MINI
GT'S PAIR OF RED BULL RACERS

he 2021 Turkish Grand Prix, held on 10
October, was memorable for many reasons.

[t 15, to date, the most recent race run at the
[stanbul Park circuit, in the Tuzla district, having been

dropped from the race calendar from 2022 onwards. It
was the ninth time the F1 circus had visited the track
and the second consecutive year it had been drafted in
as a replacement circuit for events postponed due to
the ongoing pandemic. This time it was replacing the
Japanese Grand Prix.

The race, run in damp conditions, was inevitably
pretty eventful, but one team made sure that its cars
stood out above all of the others, and not just by
finishing second and third. On the Wednesday ahead of
practice and qualifying, Red Bull Racing announced
that it would be sporting a unique design for the
weekend’s proceedings. The event should have been
Honda’s final Japanese Grand Prix, at Suzuka, and
with the manufacturer pulling out of F1 at the end
of the season, Red Bull wanted to pay tribute to its
engine supplier. Red Bull Racing would take over the
intellectual property of Honda’sV6 hybrid power units
for the 2022 season, forming its own engine division
called Red Bull Powertrains.

The new-look cars, in a one-oft livery just for this
race, retained the red Red Bull branding, the yellow
airbox and blue rear wing, but was otherwise switched
to a largely white background. The driver numbers
were also placed on a red roundel, representing the
Japanese flag. Additionally, the cars carried Japanese
writing, reading ') /' ¥ 9 (‘arigato’ - ‘thank you’) on
the sides of the cars and the back of the rear wings.

Red Bull’s lead driver, Max Verstappen, headed into
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ABOVE Red Bull's cars
wore this special livery in tribute
to Honda's racing pedigree and
both are fitted with wet weather
tyres, as used during the race.

MINI GT

Red Bull Racing
RB16B 2021 Turkish
Grand Prix

SCALE: 1/64
PRICE: 19.99 each

REF: MGT00679 (#33
Pérez) & MGT00680
(#11 Verstappen)

www.clevelands
diecast.co.uk

~ BELOW RIGHT The cars

~ both carried the Japanese
~ message ‘arigato’ (‘thank
~ you’) on the sides of the
~cars and the back of the

~ rear wings.

~ the weekend chasing an eighth win of the year in his
bid to reclaim the lead of the drivers’ championship
from Lewis Hamilton. Hamilton, driving for Mercedes,
~ set the fastest lap time in qualifying, but started 11th
after the application of grid penalties. This promoted his
team-mate, Valtteri Bottas, to pole position. Bottas won

~ the race, with the fastest lap, with Red Bull drivers Max
- Verstappen and Sergio Pérez finishing second and third.

Just arrived, from MINI GT, are the first examples

~ of the 2021-season RB16B.This initial pair feature the
~ special livery raced in Turkey, rather than the team’s
usual dark blue. Both models carry the correct livery,

~ bearing all the changes made to the cars for this one

~ race, including the Japanese lettering to the sides and
rear wing.

The detail on these 1/64 scale replicas is really quite

- something to behold. Everything is there, right down

~ to the wet-weather tyres, rather than slicks, used by the
cars during the race. Each car features a driver figure in
~ the cockpit and is wonderfully finished throughout.

So get your grid oft to a flying start with this superb

- pair of contemporary racers! I
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View exclusive extra 360° content only with our digital edition. Download at www.pocketmags.com

MATRIX MODELS Terrific little model of the souped-up MATRIX MODELS This version of the 1300 GT is in
1969-74 Austin 1300 GT - Blaze version of B.M.C’'s 1100/1300, with all the 1969-74 Austin 1300 GT - Aqua turquoise, with black vinyl-effect roof and
SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £110 detail relevant to that version, like the SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £110 black interior. All the detail is there inside
REF: MX30110-041 vinyl roof, side trims and wheel trims. REF: MX30110-042 and out like the exhaust rear section.

www.matrixscalemodels.com www.matrixscalemodels.com

T
e

MATRIX MODELS The third variant of the 1300 GT is in MATRIX MODELS Great details, including the Perspex roof

1969-74 Austin 1300 GT - Black Tulip purple, with that black vinyl roof and 1972 Aston Martin DBS “The and stainless steel rear panel that housed
SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £110 interior, and has the same high level of Sotheby Special” - Blue the rear lights. Authentic brightgreen
REF: MX30110-043 detail as its companions. SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £110 REF: MX40108-111 Interior as befitted this show car.

www.matrixscalemodels.com www.matrixscalemodels.com
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MATRIX MODELS Although made before by Matrix, this GOLDVARG Fine replica of Buick’s sporting coupe,
1960-63 Jensen 541S - Metallic Blue version is in blue with slightly darker blue 1963 Buick Wildcat 2-door Hardtop - in dark blue with white roof and toning
SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £110 roof and Blue interior, also features wire "Twilight Aqua” blue interior. Terrific detail inside and out,
REF: MX41002-063 wheels. With a very high level of detall. SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £125 REF: GC 074A down to the trim around the filler cap.

www.matrixscalemodels.com www.goldvargcollection.com

CLASSIC CARLECTABLES This tribute to an icon of Australian KK MODELS This 'L" spec model with its rectangle
1974 Holden HJ Monaro GTS Coupe  motoring is a very impressive model. VW Scirocco L (Mk1) headlights and the rarity of trim level
(Deauville Blue) Feature rich with impeccable attention to SCALE: 1/18 PRICE: £79.95 combined with an excellent eye for detall
SCALE: 1/18 PRICE: AU$279/£140 REF: 18820 | detail, warranting a spot in your collection. REF: KKDC181376 gives this model excellent kudos.

www.classiccarlectables.com.au www.kk-scale.de

February 2025 e www.ccofgb.co.uk
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hroughout 2024 New Holland was

celebrating 60 years since tractor production

began at its new factory in Basildon.To
mark the occasion New Holland unveiled a special,
one-oft, edition of its T7.300 tractor. The wrap
covering the tractor, created by CNH Centro Stile,
took 1inspiration from the swinging 1960s when
the factory opened. It had psychedelic shapes
characterised by vivid and fluid colours of blue,
yellow, maroon and pink around New Holland’s
distinctive leaf logo in bright yellow on the hood.
Now Britains has released this special anniversary
edition of its standard New Holland T7.300 tractor.
Production has been limited to 5000.

Well-built, the model has a metal chassis with
plastic body parts, steerable wheels and working
two-point rear linkage. It accurately sports the same
psychedelic shapes in the vivid colours of blue,
yellow, maroon and pink covering the real original
tractor. On the bonnet there’s the New Holland
logo in bright yellow. Although the cab doors do
not open it has an accurately laid out and detailed
interior. [t’s provided with black matting, light grey
panelling and like the real tractor, black seats with
anniversary decals. On the steering column there
are controls and air vents detailed. While on the
driver’s seat armrest there’s a joystick and a monitor
with active screen.

NEW HOLLAND FR

BRITAINS
New Holland

T7.300 - 60th
Anniversary

Tractor

OM THE SWINGING SIXTIES

a
!
-__..-"_ = b
=3
1

PRICE: £54.99
SCALE: 1/32
REF: 43392

www.britains
farmtoys.co.uk

You would certainly
see this livery if you
past it in a field!

BRITAINS

Britains’ great value plastic and metal

UNIVERSAL HOBBIES Detailed stock trailer provided with

Britains Hedge Cutter hedge cutter features articulating arms Joskin Betimax RDS G6000
SCALE: 1/32 PRICE: £17.99 and cutting head with freely rotating fail

REF: 43384 and roller.

www.britainsfarmtoys.co.uk

adjustable stand, opening side and rear
Liverstock Trailer doors, detachable cover and moveable
SCALE: 1/32 PRICE: £60.00 REF: 2098760373 fences. Supplied with brush and shovel.

UNIVERSAL HOBBIES
Joskin Trans-EX S T Trailer
SCALE: 1/32 PRICE: £30.00

REF: 2098760371

A well built, largely diecast, tipping
trailer. It has a folding jockey wheel,
detachable side extensions, hinged sides
and opening tailboard.

BRITAINS

Kane Dump Trailer
SCALE: 1/32 PRICE: £27.99
REF: 43368

Britains has provided its Kane trailer with
a sprung drawbar, two 2- stage rams to
tip the body and two rams to open the
tailgate.

www.britainsfarmtoys.co.uk
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Email: andrew@andrewclarkmodels.com
e Or post list to: Andrew Clark Models,

Sl CO”eCtOI"S TO)@ Unit 1, Toller Court, Shortbank Road,
Skipton, North Yorkshire. BD23 2HG

ANTED NOW!

All Diecast, Tinplate, Toys and Trains
Top prices paid for;

Dlnky, Corgi, Matchbox, Spot-On, Tinplate Toy, Anything Considered
All Trains, Planes, Britains, Scalextric, White Metal m:: czllifwtaa:ndefhagd{}:otgjtdagu
Models, Minichamps, Quality 1/18 scale models, Pay y

S o _ Large collections a speciality, established 1981
Plastic Kits (Airfix etc...), Modern Collectibles. Many auction prices beaten

Andrew €Clark Models

Est. 1981,

o
8 ]'Uﬁji!r-‘-

:\ |||.gllilr'-llﬁ

MiNCHAMPE "

Call Andrew Today on 07753 804232 (Best Number) or 01756 793354

Always a brilliant selection of Dinky, Corgi,
) Matchbox, Tinplate Toys, White Metal Models etc...
. With new stock everyweek on our superb website!

BOX
WRCHBOX SERyp

i -
H"-lﬁi ﬁ Eu

Also listing on ebay every week :
Username: andrewclarkmodels2™, SN

British Heritage Models

(Tel: 01244 320761)

GOLDVARG: 1958 FORD CUSTOM 300 TAXI. £79.50

GOLDVARG: 1970 GALAXIE S/WAGON, CHICAGO
FIRE DEPT. £79.50

MATRIX: 1950 LEA FRANCIS 2.5 OPEN, STEEL KESS: 1956 ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER WRAITH, PERSPEX CULT: 1/18 1937 ROLLS ROYCE 25/30 OPEN. KESS: 1956 ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER WRAITH, PERSPEX MATRIX: 1948 BRISTOL 400 OPEN, PININFARINA,
GREY. £83.50 ROOE SILVER/BLACK. £84.50 MAROON OR DARK GREEN. £175 EACH ROOE YELLOW. £84.50 BLUE. £83.50

MATRIX: 1947 ROLLS-ROYCE PHANTOM I11, MATRIX: 1934 MERCEDES BENZ 500K, MAYFAIR, CULT 1/18: 1948 JAGUAR XK120, OPEN, SILVER OR MATRIX: 1935 MERCEDES BENZ 500K, CORSICA DHC, MATRIX: 1947 ROLLS-ROYCE PHANTOM 111,
LABOURDETTE CABRIO, RED. £89.50 OPEN. £89.50 BRONZE. £175 EACH OPEN. £89.50 LABOURDETTE CABRIO, BRONZE. £89.50

il - MATRIX: 1938 MERCEDES BENZ 540K OPEN, ;
KESS: 1933 PIERCE ARROW 124 BERLINE SEDAN, OPEN (GREEN), OR CLOSED (BLUE/SILVER). £87.50 EACH LANCEFIELD. RED OVER BLACK. £89.50 KESS: 1987 ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER SPUR LANDAULETTE, OPEN... OR CLOSED. £87.50 EACH

PRICE INCLUDES www.britishheritagemodels.co.uk PRICE INCLUDES
UKP &P 2 Alyn Road, Chester, CH2 4DY — Email: bhm-uk@talktalk.net UKP &P
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GET RACY WITH SOLIDO'S EVOCATIVE,

the cheeky little runabout instantly
became France's best-selling car. The original
design lasted in production until 1985 and over 5
million were manufactured during this period.
Boué had sadly passed away only a few months
after his baby was 'born', so when the time came

to revamp the design into a second-generation
version, the styling responsibilities were passed to
Bertone's Marcello Gandini. Although it closely
resembled the original design in terms of layout,
the bodyshell and plattorm were completely new,
although the latter was based on that of the bigger
Renault 9 and 11 models.

At the time of the second generation's launch,
the Golt GTI-led 'hot hatch' movement was in
full swing and, not wanting to miss out, R enault
developed a souped-up version of the new car,
fitted with a Garrett T2 turbocharger. Launched
in February 1985, R enault continued to tinker
with the design, launching the facelift Phase
[1 version in 1987.The turbocharger was now
water-cooled and a new ignition system was
fitted, allowing for higher revs. The body styling
was tweaked with revised bumpers and wheel
arches, which made a small improvement in the
car's drag coefhcient.

Solido’s new 1/18 scale release of the later,
Phase II car is modelled here in the stunning
bright white that was such a popular colour
choice back in the day. The lines of the second-
generation 5 are beautifully captured, properly
giving the car its period looks.

Features include opening driver and passenger
doors and a well-appointed interior, complete
with the racy red carpet. The standard alloy

ABOVE
The cheeky lines of the second generation
R5 have been superbly reproduced by Solido.

SOLIDO
Renault 5 Mk2 GT
Turbo 1989 - white

SCALE: 1/18
PRICE: £55.99
REF: 1310002

WWwWWw.ayrey.co.uk

 ABOVE

~ The side graphics and
~ the alloy wheels are
 absolutely spot on.

LATE-EIGHTIES RENAULT 5 GT TURBO

enault’s original °5” was launched in
January 1972. Designed by Michel Boueg,

—

ABOVE
Both passenger and driver doors
open, with a tool supplied if needed.

 wheels are excellent and very evocative of the

~ period, as are the neatly-replicated style graphics
to the lower sides. There 1s even a Renault dealer

~ window sticker on the hatchback glass, although
the version here was common in the early eighties,
~ not 1989, depicting the F1 team’s car from the

1980 season. Despite this small error, it’s still a nice

~ touch.

For anyone who owned one of these back then
(I did!), or simply remembers these pocket rockets

~ whizzing around, this is a really great model and at
 an excellent price too. &

TOP
Opening the doors affords a great
view of the excellent interior.

ABOVE

The rear screen features a finely-detailed
set of heating elements and a sticker
celebrating Renault's F1 team.

H www.ccofgb.co.uk ¢ February 2025



View exclusive extra 360° content only with our digital edition. Download at www.pocketmags.com

CORGI MODEL CLUB Based on a car driven by Tony Fall and OTTO MODELS A beautifully presented homage to

RAC International Rally B.M.C. Mini = Mike Wood in 1966's RAC / SUN Rally. Renault 5 GTL (5 doors) - 1984 Renault’s chic 5 from 1984. The interior is
Cooper'S' Corgi added a sump guard and gave it an SCALE: 1/18 PRICE: €69.95 pinpoint, as are the brilliant exterior details
SCALE: 1/42 PRICE: £34.99 REF: 333 impressive six jewelled headlights. REF: OT1059 such as front window Insurance sticker.

www.corgimodelclub.com www.otto-models.com/en/shop

OTTOMOBILE This German car has been all the rage GT SPIRIT A limited edition release which is bound
Volkswagen Scirocco 3 R Phase 1 since it appeared at the 2008 Geneva Ferrari F40 - 1987, blue to fly off the shelf. The interior attention
Candy White LB9A 2008 Motor Show. With over a million units SCALE: 1/18 PRICE: £145 to detall is impressive, as are the Ferrari
SCALE: 1/18 PRICE: €69.90 REF: OT1090 sold, it's another success story. Beautiful! REF: GTS914 decals on the body work.

I'L'TEII:EdES-Iﬁ-ME

FIWIAE performance

OXFORD DIECAST Oxford Diecast has done it again! The BBURAGO I'll admit that | quite like a model when
1955 Chrysler New Yorker Deluxe detail on this very small Chrysler is just Mercedes Benz AMG Petronas F1 It's accompanied by a figure, like this one
Coupe St Regis - Tango red/platinum | stunning, as is the colour finish. A must Team 2023, with Hamilton figure IS. Lewis is a good replica as is the model,
SCALE: 1/87 PRICE: €175 REF: 87CNY55001 for any American themed collection. SCALE: 1/24 PRICE: £34.99 REF: 28037 with a cardboard backing display.

www.oxforddiecast.co.uk

BBURAGO You can practically see this car roaring BBURAGO This month's cover model is simply sleek
Ferrari 499P #51 Calado/Giovinazzi/ around the Circuit de la Sarthe. It's a Porsche 963 and very stylish! The sponsor decals are
Pier Guidi Winner 24H Le Mans 2023 great replica of the original, and it's a SCALE: 1/24 PRICE: £20.99 spot-on and a true likeness to the real
SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £23.99 REF: 18-36312 must have if you're a fan of Le Mans. REF: 18-28022 racing car. A must have for collectors.

February 2025 « www.ccofgb.co.uk




DIECAST GEMS THE HOME OF VINTAGE DIECAST TOYS.
PLEASE VIEW MY WEBSITE WWW.DIECASTGEMS.COM

DINKY

023C Mercedes Benz Racing Car Silver. Black Wheels. A—A/U £180

025A Wagon. T4. Blue & Black & Blue Wheels. A—A/U £275
025A Pre-War Wagon T2 Blue/Orange Scarce. B+ £280
025A Wagon T3 Mid Green/Black. Black Wheels. A—A/U. £160
025E Pre-War Tipping Wagon T2 Red/Black Scarce. A- £345
025d Petrol Tanker. T3. Dark Green. A—A/U £190
030b Rolls Royce. Pre-War. Cream & Black & Blue wheels. Scarce.
B-B+/U £425
038C Lagonda Green & Dk Green & Green W. A—A/U £185
039A Packard. Deep Brown shade. A—A. £175
39BU Oldsmobile Cream & Tan US Export rare. Black W.
Scarce. A—A/U £1350
39F Studebaker Commander Midnight Blue. B+/U £125
40E Standard Vanguard Full Trade Box & Div x 6. Blue & Tan W.
A—A/B-B+ £625
100 Lady Penelope FAB1 1st Issue. A/B+ No Harpoons or Internal
stand. £250
103 Austin Healey Tourer Red & Grey. A—A/A- £275

151 Triumph 1800 Full Trade Box x 6. 3 Tan & 3 Blue. No Dividers.

A/B £595
157 Jaguar XK120 Grey & Yellow A/B+ £320
161 Austin Somerset Red & Yellow A/A £650
182 Porsche 356A Cream & Blue W. A—A/B+ £180
250 Streamlined Fire Engine Red. A-/B+. £170
255 Mersey Tunnel Police Vehicle. A/B £95
414 Dodge Tipper Blue & Grey. Cream W. A/B+ £325
422 Fordson Thames Flat Truck. Mid Green. Dual Box 25r. A/B+
£140
450/31A Trojan ESSO Van Dual A/B+-A- £270
455 Trojan Brooke Bond Van A/A £245
465 Morris Capstan Van A/B+-A- £230
481 Bedford Ovaltine Van Blue. A—A/B £135
513 Guy Tailboard Yellow & Dark Blue Rare Colour. A—A/B-B+
£775
514 Guy Weetabix Van A-/A- £2750
591/991 A.E.C. Shell Tanker Red & Yellow. A—A/A- £295
953 Continental Coach. Scarce. A-/A- £220
966 Marrel Multi Bucket Unit. A/B+-A- £195
969 B.B.C. TV Extending Mast Vehicle. A—A/A—A £245
975 Ruston Bucyrus Escavator. Primrose/Green/Red. Inst Sheet. A/
B+ £395
988 ABC TV Transmitter Van A-/B+ £225

DINKY SALE ITEMS
39eu Chrysler Cream & Green W. US Export. A—A/U Was £995
now Superb. £825
109 Austin Healey Competition. Cream. A—A/B+ Was £190 Now
£165
117 4 Berth Caravan Blue & Cream. A—A/B-B+ Was £95 now £75
409 Universal Jeep Red. A—A/B+-A- Was £165 now £145
414 Dodge Tipper. Orange & Green. A/B-B+ Was £150 now £130
435 Bedford TK Tipper Black/Yellow/Silver/Red. A/B-B+ Was £320
now £275

CORGI
150S Vanwall. Red. RN25. A/A £190
152S B.R.M. Turquoise. RN3. A/A £185
154 Ferrari Shark Nose. Red. RN36 A-/A—A £75
155 Lotus Climax Racing Car Dark Green. RN1. A—A/A—A £70
204M Rover 90. Metallic Green. Brochure. A—A/A- £295
206 Hillman Huskey. Brown. A—A/B+-A- £195
209 Riley Police Car. Black. A—A/B-B+ £150
227 Morris Mini Comp. Lemon. White roof only. RN3. A—A/B+
£285
228 Volvo P1800. Red. A—A/B+ £180
230 Mercedes Benz 230SE Couple, Cream. A—A/B-B+ £130
231 Triumph Herald. Blue & White. A—A/A—A £130
233 Heinkel Economy Car. Red. A-/A- £135
233 Heinkel Economy Car. Deep Lilac. A-/A-. £130
238 Jaguar Mark X. Met Emerald Green. B+-A-/B+ £135
241 Ghia L 6.4 Metallic Blue & White Interior. A—A/A—A £225
241 Ghia L 6.4 Metallic Blue & Red Interior A-/B+ £125
249 Mini Cooper Wicker Black & Red. A/A £240
259 Citroen Le Dandy Met Burgundy. A/B+ £135
300 Austin Healey. Cream. A—A/B+ £150
301 Triumph TR2 Green. Brochure. A/A- £240
310 Chevrolet Corvette Stingray. Cerise. A—A/A- £130
314 Ferrari Berlinetta Red. A—A/A £130
319 Lotus Elan. Yellow-Green. A/A Strip No 2. £275
319 Lotus Elan Hardtop. Red & White. A—A/B-B+ £110
405 Bedford AFS Tender. Green. A/B+. £225
457 ERF Model 44G Platform Lorry Blue. Rust on tow hook.
A—A/A £160
GS19 Chipperfields LR & Elephant Cage & Trailer. A—A/B+ £185
GS7 Daktari Whizz Wheels. A/B+ £225
GS14 Daktari 3 Piece. Scarce. A—A/B+-A- £925

Postage in the UK is £10 for any number of models signed for and tracked.

A wide range of models can be viewed on my website www.diecastgems.com

Grading guide
A = Mint, A—A= VN Mint, A-= N Mint, B+= Excellent Plus, B-B++ Very good, B= Good

If you have a question or would like to discuss any matter please call me on my landline
01297 678250 or mobile 07973 563476.
Payments can be made through the website shop using PayPal or Stripe or you may send a cheque or arrange a bank
transfer, details can be given on request. To avoid disappointment, | would recommend you ring or
send a text to the mobile to reserve an item if posting a cheque.

Happy collecting! Phil Silvester at Diecast Gems.
Email: phil@diecastgems.com www.diecastgems.com
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THEY MADE A 1/1 PROJECT CAR BEFORE

MAKING A 1/18 MODEL OF IT!

his time last year Solido’s then new catalogue,
released in time for Spielwarenmesse

Niirnberg 2024, included two “New Mould”

Street Fighter releases that could all too easily be lost
amongst all the other wild and wonderful newly
announced models.

The story, and a very full and exciting one at
that, can now be told. Those two models finally
oot released in December 2024 after two years of
preparatory work and the construction of a high-
end Project Car from which the modelling for the
new 1/18 tooling and moulds were derived. Make
no mistake, this was no ‘throw it together” project,
sufficient to pass oft a scale model of it either. It
drew on some of the highest level expertise around
in the business today. The story starts back in 2022
with Solido organising the Big Car Show, LeMans,
for its 90th anniversary where it unveiled a daring
project orchestrated by Fréedérick Guillier, his team
and his partners who had created a 1/1 Project Car
from scratch!

That unveiling on 23rd August 2022 was the
culmination of seven months hard, high quality,
work. Like the big names in automobile specialist
preparation (RWB, Brabus, Prior Design, etc.),
Solido started with an existing vehicle. Specifically,
a Porsche 911 SC tound in poor condition in a
barn. Working with this base donor the Solido team
and its partners then embarked on the design and
assembly of this extraordinary vehicle designated as
the KS-R. Partners that included Porsche specialist
Flat56 and acclaimed British car designer and
influencer Khyzyl Saleem all working together on a
very tight deadline.

The end result was a big-time crowd puller that
in turn prompted a clamour for the production of
a scale model replica of it. But as Solido’s Brand
Manager Clément R ouviere explained in Fireside

SOLIDO KS-R

SCALE: 1/18
PRICE: £TBA
REF: S1810501
orange, S1810502
green

WWWw.ayrey.co.uk

~ ABOVE

 The reflector plate is

~ infused with LEDs so

~ that the black PORSCHE
~ lettering of the original

~ is now replaced by
~illuminated lettering.

ABOVE
Solido’s unique KS-R is far more
attractive than contemporary
Rauh-Welt Begriff creations thanks to its
smoother and more sculptured body lines.

Conversations (December 2024 issue) any new Solido

product entails a long development lead in. First
by scanning the real car and creating 3D files as a

~ base. Then corrections before injecting a "first shot"
~ (prototype), followed by further corrections of this
pre-production model in order to make it as faithful
~ to the 1/1 original as possible, within the constraints
~ of Solido’s 1/18 diecast products range. Then finally
the pre-production creation of the moulds before

~ launching the series production model.

So, after two years of hard work the KS-R has

finally arrived in 1/1 and 1/18. An international

~ tour for both of them kicked off in France at Le

= salon Epoqu’Auto, Lyon (8/10th November 2024)

then to Germany for the Essen Motor Show (30th

~ November/ 8th December 2024) with other major

events in preparation for 2025.

The design and build quality of the 1/1 KS-R 1s

mind blowing in all respects with so many little details
~ adding up to the unique final result. Just one small but

noticeable example 1s the LED infused reincarnation
- of that classic 911 SC rear reflector panel. Il

LEFT
Is this the first time ever that
a scale model manufacturer
has built a unique show

class Project Car then by
public demand replicated it
In miniature? Yes this is the
scale model version!

February 2025 » www.ccofgh.co.uk i
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A New Year...

Following last month's Into the New Year feature Stephen Paul Hardy
brings us right up to date with news of AutoCult's Model of the Year 2024.

ABOVE The latest 1/43 5
sealed resin captures from
Avenue 43: colourful, but
very serious, a pair of
210bhp, 2.71 Roadsters
from Memminger Feine-
Cabrios.

0, just in time to meet the editorial
deadline for this February issue of Diecast
Collector (Ed - only just!), news has reached
me of four more stunning 1/43 sealed

resin releases...

 AUTOCULT

| e Tatra 603 X/2 - 1966 and USB Stick

' ,,AutoCult-Edition 2024 (#99124)

Tatra’s efforts to design a successor to the heavy,
bulbous, 603 saloon produced between 1956 and
1975 took many turns, including a one-oft 603A of
1961 having an almost stereotypical late 50s air to it,

IESNTRETIN Vi ~ as released by AutoCult in April 2018 (#06023)
illustrates how clever the _

Memminger Roadster 2.7 [Numerous other drawing board concepts were
design is. It merges the ~ whittled down to a shortlist of twenty. Of these

look and feel of the KAMEI just five finalists were selected in the mid 1960s

“Beetster’premiered at _
Automechanika 1998 and for further development as 1:1 prototypes under

based on the water-cooled the designations X/1 to X/5. AutoCult previously
New Beetle back into the | released the surprisingly attractive X/5 of 1967

late series air cooled 1303 | i, January 2023 (#06055) and so here now is the
Beetle of two decades |

previous slightly earlier, very angular, X/2.

~ Another very welcome addition to AutoCult’s
~ depictions of Tatra history the model of course comes
. accompanied by the digital version of the AutoCult

“Edition 2024” on USB stick. Printed copies of this
much sought after enthralling read are available in
limited numbers only (#99024)

* Denzel WD 1300 Super ,,Rallye des Alpes* -
1954 (#07033)

This third, and latest, model of an Austrian Denzel
from AutoCult 1s totally gorgeous in all respects and I
suspect will be sold out pretty quickly as a result.

[t models the car in which Wolfgang Denzel and
Hubert Stroinigg took the prize as class winners in
the “1001-1300cc™ category of “XVII
Rallye international des Alpes”.The

H www.ccofgh.co.uk e February 2025



Rallye, comprising of over 3,000kms of Alpine
roads, ran between 8th and 13th July 1954.To tully
appreciate the terrain the route covered grab half
an hour and watch the breathtaking video of the
contemporary colour film made by Standard Motor
Co. Ltd. 1954 Rallye De Alpes 1s easily tound on
You'Tube and is only 25.57 minutes in duration.
Whilst the film is dominated by footage of the then
new Triumph TR2 (and a lot of other contemporary
British cars including Jaguar XKs) the little Denzel
also features, with commentary between 10:02-
12:27mins and 19:30-19:34mins.

For Wolfgang Denzel the Class win in that car was,
out of all his 300+ motor sporting successes, arguably
his greatest triumph. Not surprisingly it also bought
massive publicity to the stout little Viennese 1300cc that
gained a reputation as a match for the Porsche 356s that
dominated the Alpine sports scene at the time.

Those two previous Denzel releases mentioned

earlier date from very early in AutoCult’s catalogue

- ared WD 1300 Super 1954 (#05013) from August
2016 and a silver 4-Sitzer 1949 (#06003) from
September 2015.

. ABOVE ...and comes

. accompanied by the digital
. version of the AutoCult

. “Edition 2024" on USB stick.
. on the modern takes of the Beetle by Memminger

- Feine-Cabrios & Stahlbau GmbH of Reichertshofen,

~ Germany.

. ABOVE This gorgeous,

. highly detailed, model

. of the 1954 Denzel WD

. 1300 Super ,Rallye des

. Alpes” is going to be a

. quick sell out in a three

. cornered fight between

. AutoCult, motorsport and
. Volkswagen collectors.

ABOVE Striking, zany even, Tatra's 603 X/2 prototype from 1966 is AutoCult's Model of
. the Year 2024...

AVENUE 43

* Memminger Roadster 2.7 - 2018 (#60149
light blue, #60150 bright green)

So to our final pair that bring vibrant colour into
the greyness of February. In many respects a modern
sort of take on the 1950s Denzel WD Super, with

a veritable 210bhp Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing, as the

- Memminger website describes its Roadster 2.7 based

This second Avenue 43 release double pairing

follows on from the first release pair ot March 2023

-~ in original grey (#60100) and red (# 60101). Models
to brighten up your life and collection - and put a
smile on the face of modern Beetle fans. B

FURTHER READING
nttps://www.feine-cabrios.de/de/kaefer-experte/roadster.
tml

nttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yTHeE9PXusl

February 2025 « www.ccofgh.co.uk E
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The truck driver

Jean Ragnotti Is one of the most versatile drivers from France. Francisco
Mota looks at the career and the cars the Frenchman drove... and how It all

started by driving trucks.

MAIN IMAGE

From left to right, three
cars driven by Jean
Ragnotti: Lancia Fulvia
1.6 HF, rally Sanremo
1972 (Ix0); Alpine Renault
A442A, 24h Le Mans 1978
(Altaya/Spark); Alpine
Renault A110, rally Monte
Carlo 1976 (Trofeu).

here are a few drivers, in the history of
motorsport, that specialised in a certain
kind of racing and spent most of their
driving lives perfecting the techniques
needed to excel 1s such a specialized

type of racing. But there are also a couple, more in the
old times then now, that liked to try as many difterent
racing categories as possible. Some decades ago, it is
 fair to say, that it was more a case of grabbing all the
opportunities that could generate some extra money
to the racing driver, in a profession not exactly seen

as such. Nowadays, it 1s more a case of curiosity and
finding new challenges that some rare drivers look for.
~ Probably one of the last examples is Kalle Roovanpera,
double World Rally Champion with Toyota, who
decided to race only half of the scheduled WRC events
this year. He said it was as much to have a little more
rest during the season, as it was to experiment new
things. And he did just so, competing and winning in

the Japanese Drift championship, then in the Porsche
911 Cup and even in classic cars rallies, were he enjoyed
~ himself at the wheel of a modified Toyota Starlet. Now

he says he’s ready for another full WR C season in 2025,
~ and most probably another title.

Winding back the clock a few decades, we find

another of those drivers that enjoyed putting his hands
on any kind of racing car.You might know him from
the 1980s, driving a small yellow Renault 5 Turbo
through the forests in the RAC rally. His driving style
was unique, putting the 5 Turbo in unstable situations
and getting away with it, reaching speeds not predictable
for that kind of car. Ragnotti and the 5 Turbo made
their own legend, winning three WR C events: the 1981
Monte Carlo Rally, the 1982 and 1985 Tour de Corse
along with the 1984 Tour de France. Always against
rivals much better equipped, many with a works team
behind them. Ragnotti became a Renault employee in
the seventies and never left the French manufacturer.
Even if R enault never had a full WRC season to ofter
him, busy as they were with Formula 1. Nevertheless,
Ragnotti and Renault Sport always managed something
for him to drive, even after the end of his career, he
still did (and does) some demonstrations with the more
powerful car he ever raced in WR C, the Group B
R enault Maxi 5 Turbo.

For Jean, it all started much slower than that. Born
in 1945 he quickly developed a passion for cars, while
driving his father's Renault Juvaquatre at the age of 6.
After gaining his driving license at 18 years old, Ragnotti
became a truck driver, saving money to buy the sports
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ABOVE Opel Kadett Rallye was a sporty version with the
. coupe bodystyle. Cinerius Vitesse made a very realistic
replica of Ragnotti’'s car.

’gjparation SlMON monteux

saloon of the time, the Renault 8 Gordini. He started

immediately, getting hold of the car, and ordered some ABOVE The Opel Ascona 1.9 SR, the first A series, was a
modifications to make it a little faster. In 1967, Ragnotti . more powerful machine, perfectly replicated by Troféu.
made his motorsports debut in south-eastern France:
first race, first win. Then he tried rallying and tinished ~ rims give this model the final touch. Ragnotti was
third overall and class winner. The following year he back to the 1972 Monte Carlo rally, now driving a
enter the famous Renault 8 Gordini Cup, grabbing a few ~ more competitive Opel Ascona 1.9 A that gave him
successes against some of the drivers that would reach - 9th place. Troféu made a resin 3D printed body for this
Formula 1.In 1971 he turned professional racing driver -~ one, reaching a high level of perfection. There are a few
but he was also spotted by the stunt manager Rémy details worth mentioning, like a long aerial mounted
Julienne who hired him as a stunt driver for a number ~ on the co-driver’s side of the roof. Bumpers and front
of movies between 1974 and 1981.Then, he decided to grille look great as do headlamps and spotlights. Wheel
stop these activities and concentrate on motorsport. In ~ rims are particularly precise and there are rear mud
the early seventies, Ragnotti signed as a works driver for ~ flaps. Look inside the cabin and you can find a fire
Opel Europe and raced in various world and European | -~ extinguisher, racing seats, roll bar and a few more details.
championship legs. This one features white lamps, instead of yellow.

~ For the 1972 Sanremo rally, Ragnotti accepted an
SCALE MODELS | | BELOW Ragnotti's first invitation ::”rar'n Lancia to be Part of the fm:}r strong
We start from here with our Jean Ragnotti 1/43 Scale | \works driver contract was @ squad the Italians were bringing to the Italian event.
model collection, as his first Renault 8 Gordini got lost  with Opel. Here’'stwo of ~ : The French driver did not finish the rally due to
in the post while coming to this photo session. ~ the cars the Frenchman -~ transmission trouble. However, this would be a one-off

. drove in the Monte Carlo

J_ . rally, 1970 Kadett Rallye _ |
1980s and reproduces the Opel Kadett Coupe Rallye = (jeft) and 1972 Opel Ascona : the Fulvia HF based on a set of parts they have been

Ragnotti drove to 11th position in the 1970 Monte . 1.9 SR. . using for several years. They did improve the model,
Carlo rally. The shape looks perfect from any
side you look at this diecast and there are

The tirst model was made by Vitesse Cinerius in the . experience with Lancia. Ixo reproduced this version of

a lot of details to enjoy, like chromed
bumpers and front grille, yellow
headlamps and spotlights (as
was the rule in France),
a complete livery and
much more inside the
cabin. Bucket seats

with racing seat belts,
extra instruments on the

dash and an half roll-bar.
The narrow tyres on standard
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ABOVE Two very different cars Ragnotti drove in the early 1970s: Renault 12 Gordini, Monte Carlo 1973 (Altaya) on the

left and Lancia Fulvia HF, Sanremo rally, 1972 (Ixo).

mainly on all chromed parts, like window surrounds,
headlamps and also wheel rims. Ixo did not miss details
like the larger diameter inside headlamps or realistic tyre
tread. You can even see a sump guard, rear mud flaps,
and a quick release fuel filler cap.

For the 1973 Monte Carlo rally, Ragnotti was back
into a French car, a Renault 12 Gordini, for that matter.
This was supposed to be the R8 Gordini successor
however it was a much bigger car, with front engine

and front wheel drive, instead of rear engine and RWD
as in the R8 Gordini. Still, Ragnotti made arrangements
with a Renault dealer to enter a car in the Monte and
he finished in 15th place.

Altaya released a model in one of its series, made by
[xo. It 1s not a good looking car, however the model
follows the real object with the correct proportions. The
Radio Monte Carlo livery looks very good and there are
all kind of details, like no front bumpers, four spotlights,

a radio antenna on the co-drivers side, a single external
rear view mirror and perfectly reproduced wheel rims.
On the inside, we can see the spare wheel and all the rally
instruments on the dash, plus racing seats. An inexpensive
model that looks very good.

WORKS DRIVER

By this time, Ragnotti was already a works Renault
driver. He started with rallying and rallycross. But soon
would also tackle other disciplines being one of the test
drivers for the Renault F1 team at some point.

Before that, Jean obviously drove the iconic Alpine
R enault A110 rally car. Actually, he drove several.
Here we have the so called “bubble” version, named
after the enlarged wheel covers, that did not finish the
1976 Monte Carlo, due to engine failure. The model
is made by Troféu and is painted light blue after the
Gitanes sponsorship, it looks wide and low as a tarmac
rally car should. It features yellow lights and five spoke
original Alpine wheels. The cockpit features all the
instruments of that era, plus a pair of bucket seats. The

other Alpine Renault we have in the story was raced by
"The Acrobat™ in the 1976 Tour de Corse world rally
championship where he finished 4th overall. It 1s also
painted the same livery and features a four spotlights
put over the front hood, plus a pair of extra spotlights
lower 1n the front end. Wheels look just like the Gotti
items the real car had and the rear view is dominated by
the black shades that keep the mid-engine from outside
view. This 1s an ofticial Ixo scale model. In the absence
of Renault brands in the 1977 Monte Carlo, Ragnotti
tried something different in the shape of a MKI Golf
GTTI entered in Groupe 1, for standard cars. The car
was brand new at the time and Jean must have been
impressed with it, finishing 18th overall. The model was
made by Spark, as a resincast and it looks like the real
GTI.There are unusual rectangular spotlights under the

front bumper and round ones above. The body 1s strictly

standard, still featuring the small rear lamps and metal
bumpers. The livery is as basic as it could be, looking
like the stickers were placed the day before the rally
started. However, it looks very realistic.

The tirst big result Ragnotti achieved in the Monte
Carlo was second place in 1978, driving a Renault 5
Alpine. Not a very powerful car, and it had front wheel
drive, but was light and that was its strong point in a
rally with lots of snow. Spark made a nice resincast
of this little R 5, painted red, orange and black and

- 4 GITANES

Y g
1{Radio Monte Carlo l

~ ABOVE The spare wheel

~ positioned inside the

~ cabin for better weight

~ distribution in Altaya’s R12
~ Gordini.

~ ABOVE Lancia Fulvia 1.6 HF
~ had bigger diameter inside
 headlamps and Ixo did not
 miss that.

~ ABOVE Alpine Renault

~ A310 by Ixo with those

~ iconic black shades over
~ the engine compartment.

~ ABOVE Alpine Renault

~ A110 by Troféu 1976 was
~ one of the last evolutions
~ with bubble-style wheel

_ arch extensions.

¥ :III:II:H.'.I Fh;
J RAGNOTTI ,.-'
JWM ANDRIE

FERODO ®

Alpine Renault changed from A110 (Troféu), on the right, to A310 (Ixo) unfortunately the new car never had results like the older A110.
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ABOVE Window over rear
Ford DFV in the 1979 24h
Le Mans Rondeau M379,
model by Spark.

ABOVE Two-tone minilite-

Renault 5 Turbo used in
competition, that Ragnotti
helped developed (UH).

ABOVE Front spotlights
represent the real ones
with great quality in
Cinerius Skid model.

ABOVE Renault 5 Alpine
with wide wheel arches
and narrow rear track, as
the original, by Spark.

ABOVE

] calberson

Camnon

~ spotlights, mud-flaps and an aerial on the roof, just over
~ the co-drivers seat. In the cabin we can find a complete
. roll-bar and all the items needed in a rally car.

Versatile as Ragnotti was, Renault would not let

~ him out of their entry for the 1978 Le Mans 24 hours.
He shared an Alpine Renault A442A with Fréquelin,
 Dolhem and Jabouille, the team had a mistake-free race
~ and finished an honourable 4th place overall. Their car
was modelled as a diecast by Spark for a series in Japan.
~ Somehow, it got to Europe just in time to be featured
 in this story. The shape is close to perfect, as is the livery.
Wheels are the correct shape and all the main features,
 like headlamps, rear wing, tall airscoop and rear view
 mirrors are all very well reproduced. If there’s a criticism
to be made is the lack of detail inside the cockpit. It’s
just all black plastic.

With special permission by Renault Sport chiefs,

~ Ragnotti was able to drive Le Mans in 1979 in a

R ondeau M379 equipped with a FordV8 DFV, sharing
 the experience with rally companion Darniche. They

~ had a smooth race and finished an honorable 5th place

~ overall. Spark released this one not long ago, using a set of

Renault 5 Turbo started its motorsport career with Calberson livery in late 1979 and
early 1980. Note changes like the rear hatch painted black in the 1980 Tour de Corse car.

‘_-1‘,
¢

A
2

ABOVE Ragnotti entered the famous 24 hours of Le Mans several times. In 1978 he drove a works Alpine Renault
 A442A (Altaya/Spark, diecast) and in 1979 he got special permission from Renault to drive the Rondeau Ford M379
~ (Spark, resincast).

style rear wheel in the first * i |
~ featuring narrow tracks front and rear. It has very nice

parts they already had. The model follows the wide stance
of the real prototype, featuring a transparent engine cover
that allows a glimpse of the FordV8.The colourful livery

suits this French made prototype pertectly.

To end part one of the Jean Ragnotti story, nothing is
better than the car that made him famous all around the
world, the Renault 5 Turbo. Nothing to do with other
R5's in the range, this was a proper racing car, with
wide tracks, mid-engine, two seats and rear wheel drive.

We have two of the very first units used by Renault
Sport in competition. The first one was entered in the
1979 7th Giro D’Italia, the very first outing for R5
Turbo, an event that mixed rally stages and track races.
Ragnotti missed this milestone, due to being busy
with other matters at Renault Sport and was replaced
by Frequelin. The car did not finished due to engine
troubles. Model maker Eagle’s Race made a diecast of
this car, featuring reasonably modelled body and enough
details to make it look good.The livery, with black front
hood, looks particularly good. Inside the cockpit there’s
all that was needed in a rally car. The second Renault
5 Turbo was entered 1n the 1980 Tour de Corse, a
WRC event. It still featured the “Calberson” livery,
before R enault changed to an official yellow, white and
black scheme. An engine problem took the car out of
the rally. The model was released by Skyd, a brand by
Cinerius Vitesse, and features all the details this diecast
had already shown in other versions. Good proportions,
nice Minilite-style aluminium wheels, great spotlights in
a different arrangement as was the norm and an aerial
on the roof. It also features all the instruments, seats and
seat belts usually seen 1n a rally car. Next month, do
not miss Part II of Jean Ragnotti, the truck driver that

turned motorsport icon. ll

ABOVE On the right, Renault 5 Alpine that finished a glorious 2nd place
in the 1978 Monte Carlo. On the left, the standard VW Golf GTI Ragnotti
drove in the same event in 1977.

corse car.

ABOVE On the left, UH's model of Renault 5 Turbo entered in the 1979
Giro d’Italia Auto. On the right, Cinerius Skid version of 1980 Tour de
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Tomica~
helicopter

Mike Pigott looks at the helicopter models
produced by Japanese company Tomica.

ABOVE
Japan Coast Guard
Super Puma.

INSET RIGHT
Vertol card, 1950s
cigarette card.

ver since the Tomica range was
introduced in 1970, the line has
included a wide range of vehicle types.
While the majority of items were road
vehicles, during the 1970s some very

~ diverse models were introduced including trains, a

hovercratt, a ship and one helicopter. In the 1980s

 the line was cut back, and most of these types were

discontinued. But after a very long gap, several

rotorcraft were reintroduced to the range from 2017.

~ Most models were based on choppers produced by
]apanese manufacturer Kawasaki.

- KAWASAKI HEAVY INDUSTRIES

Although Kawasaki 1s best known in the UK for

producing motorcycles, it 1s actually a massive

- corporation producing a huge range of products

and services. Like Mitsubishi and Mitsui, Kawasaki

~ has its origins in the 19th Century as one of the big
]apanese conglomerates formerly known as Zaibatsu. It

-~ started as a shipbuilding concern, but in the early 20th

~ century began to diversify into a number of modern

-~ industries including automobiles, railway rolling stock

and aircraft. Today Kawasaki Heavy Industries produces

most of Japan’s military and civilian aircraft, satellites

and spacecraft, enormous container ships, plant

- equipment, motorcycles and leisure vehicles... even
]apan s famous Shinkansen trains.

 KAWASAKI VERTOL 107-II

The first helicopter introduced to the Tomica range
in 1975 was a model of the tandem rotor Kawasaki
Vertol 107-11.This was a Japanese-made version of the
. American Boeing Vertol CH-46, also known as the

Sea Knight. This helicopter was designed to military
specifications and was first introduced in 1964. It
served with the US Navy and Marine Corps in
Vietnam and the Middle East, and was 1n service until

2015. It was also used for civilian transport and search-
and-rescue duties. In Japan, the helicopter was made
under license by Kawasaki, and was used extensively
by the Japanese Self Defence Forces.

Tomica produced a reasonably accurate replica
of the KawasakiVertol 107-II. It was based on the
civilian passenger version with aeroplane-style
side windows rather than the military type with
portholes. It has correctly-shaped rotor towers and
rear sponsons, although the nose 1s rather flat and lacks
the underfloor windows. The body is metal, with a
drop-down rear cargo door in plastic. The underside is
also diecast, and incorporates a single front wheel and
a pair of rear wheels under the sponsons. The rotor
blades are black plastic and can rotate freely, although
they are too short, presumably in order to fit a standard
Tomica box. The first release was painted yellow with
a white roof and a red ‘rising sun’ symbol on the tail;
this represented a helicopter in the Japan Self Detense
Forces. It was also later produced in a military finish
with green and tan camouflage. For the export market
it was painted white with a blue roof and labels for
New York Airways. This was an authentic livery of a

company that ran Boeing Vertol helicopters from the
airports in New York to midtown Manhattan.
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ABOVE

Kawasaki BK117 C-2 in corporate presentation colours.

}

ABOVE LEFT
Kawasaki BK117 D-2 with
ducted fan tail rotor.

ABOVE RIGHT
Kawasaki BK117 C-2 in
‘Doctor Heli’ livery.

BELOW
Tomica’s first helicopter,

the Kawasaki Vertol 107-Il.

was produced. This was
BK117 C-2, made to a scale of 1/167 and numbered
24 in the series.

ABOVE

KAWASAKI BK117 C-2 HELICOPTER

The Tomica range was scaled back in the 1980s, and
it was not until 2011 that another model helicopter

a replica of the Kawasaki

The Kawasaki BK117 was developed jointly between

the German-French conglomerate Eurocopter (now
Airbus Helicopters) and Kawasaki Heavy Industries.
First entering service in 1983, the BK117 1s a twin-
engined, multi-purpose helicopter. It has a large interior
~ space that accommodates up to ten passengers, and
wide opening doors at the rear of the cabin. The BK117
is used for a wide range of duties, including as an air
ambulance, search and rescue,VIP transport, police, and

~ even some military applications. An improved version,

- the BK117 C-2,is claimed to be the ‘world’s quietest

The Super Puma with its three-part, five-blade rotor.

helicopter’ and 1s extremely fuel-efticient due to the

lightweight composite materials used in its construction.
Tomica’s model of the BK117 C-2 was produced

between 2011 and 2018. It is quite an accurate model,

although quite small. The main fuselage 1s diecast, as

is the cabin under-floor area. The cockpit windscreen

and door windows are made from a separate piece of
smoke-tinted plastic, with the door frames and divider
painted body colour. The other windows are part of
the fuselage casting and are just painted black. Like

the real helicopter, the tail is a triple unit consisting

of a central fin with tail rotor, and small wings with
vertical stabilizers on them; these were plastic and were
riveted to the taill boom. The skids are plastic and are
slightly too thick.The main rotor is a two-piece grey
plastic unit that folds out into an X-shape, but with
somewhat short and stubby blades. First versions were
painted in the Kawasaki presentation livery of blue
with diagonal silver stripes. The rear stabilizers had
silver vinyl labels attached with "‘BK117 C-2’ printed
1in black.The top rotor could spin freely, but the tail
rotor did not spin well.

DOCTOR HELI

A second version of the BK117 C-2 was released in
2014. Although it was simply a recolour, it was sold as a
completely new model and given a difterent catalogue
number (#97). Called ‘Doctor Heli’, it was based on

a helicopter in an air ambulance livery. It was painted
white with red diagonal stripes on the main fuselage, tail
and rear stabilizers. The landing skids were white and
the rotor was grey.
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KAWASAKI BK117 D-2 HELICOPTER

The BK117 D-2 is the latest development of this
series of helicopters. It features a more powerful
engine, improved gearbox and autopilot system, and
1s markedly quieter than its predecessors.Visually, the

most obvious difference is the new style of tail, which

features a single fin with a ducted tfan type tail rotor,
and two canards.

The Tomica model was released in 2018 and was
numbered 104 in the range. [t used most of the
same components as the earlier models, but with a
modified diecast fuselage. This had the new-style tail
boom with short wings and a single stabilizer with
internal rotor, which did not rotate. The skids were 1n
black plastic and the top rotor was dark grey. Again it
was painted in a demonstration livery; in this case it
was dark blue with black and white flashes and a red
Kawasaki logo.

JAPAN COAST GUARD SUPER PUMA H225
The Super Puma H225 1s a descendent of the Puma
helicopter first manutfactured in 1968 by French
company Aerospatiale. It was a large, twin-engined,
multi-role helicopter that could be used tor civilian
and military duties. It was later developed into
the improved Super Puma, produced by successor
companies Eurocopter and Airbus. The newest
version, the Super Puma H225 features more
powerful engines and a five-blade top rotor. It can
carry up to 19 passengers and is widely used for
search and rescue operations, firefighting, emergency
medical services, law enforcement and military roles.
The Super Puma is used by the Japanese Coast
Guard for search and rescue operations, disaster
reliet and coastal territorial activities. Several were
imported from Airbus Helicopters in Europe and

~ ABOVE A retired JSDF
- Kawasaki Vertol 107-I1.

were not manufactured locally by Kawasaki. First
~released in 2020, the Tomica model is based on a

Coast Guard H225 and 1s to 1/124 scale. This 1s a

much larger item than the previous helicopters, and

is part of the double-length Long Tomica range,

being #137 in the line. It measures 13cm long, and

~ has a rotor-span of 11c¢m. The construction is quite

The BK117D-2
[ the latest
development
~ Of this series
~ of helicopters.
 Itfeaturesa
“more powerful
-~ engine,
Improved
gearbox and
autopilot
system, and
IS markealy
qQuieter than its
- predecessors.

unusual; only the upper part of the main fuselage,

including the cockpit and sponsons, 1s in diecast. The
underside, roof, engines and entire tail assembly are

- plastic components. There 1s no interior; the windows
are solid and are painted gloss black. The helicopter is
~ white, with two-tone blue stripes and markings along
the sides and a black nose. The rear stabilser features
~a small wing on one side and a rotating tail rotor in
grey plastic. The main rotor is a folding three-level
unit that clicks into place, with two parts consisting

~ of two blades and a single blade on the top section.

[t 1s made of dark grey plastic and spins well without
folding up. There are three small wheels on the

- underside, plus a black plastic radar scanner under the
. nose.

PACKAGING

~ The Kawasaki-Vertol was packaged in the early style
black Tomica box. Subsequent models came in the
~red and white boxes, with the Super Puma packaged
_in a long box.

Frustratingly, Tomica models are hard to find

~outside of Japan and neighbouring countries in the

far East. However, they are reasonably easy to find

~ from online sellers at affordable prices. The Kawasaki-
Vertol is extremely difficult to find in its original
black packaging, although fortunately the model

was reproduced recently to celebrate Tomica’s 50th

.~ anniversary.
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~0n the move

A rather exotic Art Deco Coach Station sets the scene for some
wonderful classic buses and coaches from the 1950s and 1960s,

ABOVE Perhaps how it
should be; with coaches
only in the Coach Station.
Dinky Toys dominate the
scene with the Charbens
coach in pole position
running an early Bath!

INSET BELOW

The period “Coach Station”
signage sets the scene.

his magnificent Coach Station was
acquired many years ago and is
modelled on an iconic Art Deco style

building from the early 1930s.The
model 1s commercially made and is

similar in style and materials to the more common

~ garages, service stations and even forts and farm yards

~ that used to be available from traditional toyshops back
_in the day. It is constructed from hardboard, wood,

tinplate and clear glazing with metal fittings which
dates it to around the 1958 to 1962 period.
[t measures an impressive two feet wide,
20 1nches deep and 7 inches tall which
gave plenty of room for children to
create a great layout of buses and
coaches, and still does today!

ART DECO

The Art deco design was in vogue in
the 1930s when many bus operators
built their bus and coach stations, and
the style even filtered down to some very
elegant bus shelters; not that there were

by Nigel Robertshaw.

shelters of any kind where I used to live! Art Deco
was all about modern styling with luxury, glamour
and a little bit of exuberance. So it is no wonder
that this striking architectural design triggered

the imagination of this unknown toy and model
manufacturer.

THE COACH STATION

The model 1s built in two sections with a symmetrical
frontage to the main building featuring a classic
stepped roof, iconic “Coach Station” signage and
curved facade. One wing houses the Enquiry Office
and the other the Waiting Room, with both featuring
a rectangular Art Deco clock.There are also a couple
of rather nice colourful lower beds. Out front at

the business end are three bus lanes with two central
passenger islands each nicely railed and featuring four
metal bus stop-style route number signs.

Back in the day toy garages and service stations
were much more common, complete with forecourts
and petrol pumps and maybe a large car showroom.
Sometimes they featured a two-story layout with
a precarious curved car ramp leading to the upper
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224 PUBLIC TRANSPORT

. LEFT

A close-up of the Art Deco
~ Enquiry Office and stylish
~ clock. Two Morestone

. 'deckers, one the rare

~ green version, are on
 lay-over outside. Note the
~ garden area behind the

~ buses.

. FAR LEFT

~ The Mettoy Bus Station
 boasts a Refreshments

~ facility. Remember

~ those chocolate vending

~ machines? Note the

~ “Beware of Buses” notice.
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M 6263 Omnibus Station

Designed as a typical Omnibus Station, this bri

: . ghtly lithagraphed metal toy incl
garage, Ibn::-hmn office, departure bays and spacious frontage. Each hl;ll m::l::dl':llt’:
an individual sign and a departure board Is incorporated within the external design of the

main building. Two highly detailed moulded double-decker
together with travellers, complete this attractive toy. VRS, 00 M S,

244" < 114" = 54"

622 » 283 ~ 120 mm, 121;.:|-::: M 6278 aﬂl'agﬂ
This sturdy metal garage carrics
&3 — e n Erezeses
floor and maybe even a car lift. These were designed which were made in Hong Kong. The same pair of ABOVE
to be played with alongside the motor cars and Mak’s double deckers is shown in the related photo = The Omnibus Station was
commercials of the day that were available from although the Continental-style coach has been lllustrated in the 1963
Dinky Toys and its various rivals. This Coach Station replaced with more tamiliar vehicles, again from ;it:;ytgaetimggii?;
seems to be one of the very few models that focused ~ Mak’s, inspired by British diecast models from Dinky Kong-made buses “and
fairly and squarely on buses and coaches which were =~ and Matchbox. ~ travellers” supplied with
as popular back then as they are today. Although manufactured from very different the model.
materials to the Coach Station this model also dates ~ ABOVE LEFT
METTOY OMNIBUS STATION from around the early 1960s period. From the mid- The striking Art Deco
Th jor b slailankes ta 1% RN 1960 A i e e | Coach Station model. Big
B oty plhes Soulany themied item. which sesm s onwards there was a significant move to chiefly o peq gych as Tri-ang and
to have been available during this era was an unusual  plastic construction for this type of toy. ~ Mettoy, plus local makers
National Omnibus Station produced by Mettoy. This The modelling of a coach station is rather unusual = like Binbak, produced a
was a similar sized colourful lithographed tinplate as these establishments were relatively few and far Wigie Coice: Of toy garages
b . 1o B . b el b h Iv all 1 cities had ~ and service stations in
us station model featuring a bus garage, booking etween whereas nearly all towns and cities had at ' the 1950s and 1960s but
oftice, departure bays and spacious frontage to quote least one bus station. A coach station sounds more ~ the manufacturer of this
the catalogue. It came with “two highly detailed exotic although children of the day would want ~ attractive Coach Station
moulded double-decker buses and a luxury coach”, somewhere to accommodate their entire fleet of toy = Temainsa nysyery.

The Mettoy Bus Station was supplied with three Hong
Kong-made vehicles. Two original Mak’'s double-deckers
have been joined by an assortment of further Mak's
coaches. Most are scaled-up Dinky Toys which are a
much better match to the size and scale of the building.
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This is the lithographed National Omnibus Station
from Mettoy. Dinky Toys and a Morestone fill-up the
loading bays. Are the vehicles a little under-sized
compared to the Bus Station?

buses and importantly somewhere for their double-

deckers to operate as well as the coaches. So I suspect

that the Coach Station lay-out was actually used
more like a bus station with double and single deck

service buses dominating the facility although sharing

some space with the more stylish coaches.

Most buses and coaches used on the lay-out would
have been in played-with condition, with rubbed
and chipped paintwork, maybe missing a few tyres
and even with a bit of bodywork damage although
diecasts of the day were pretty indestructible.
However, for some toy collectors back in the 1960s
it was all about operating their own bus fleets and
many model buses would have been meticulously
repainted in (usually fictitious) operator liveries with
perhaps some appearing in competing colours to add

a bit more variety to the proceedings. Those were the

days; get out the brushes, the Humbrol paints and the
Mabex transters!

HEALTH & SAFETY ISSUES

Looking at the Coach Station design there are a few
omissions that should perhaps have been provided.
First and foremost for every transport hub, and even
more essential for a coach station, is the provision
of toilet tacilities. Furthermore some retfreshment

. ABOVE The Coach Station

. provides the backdrop for
. some rare models here;

~ Chad valley, Charbens and
. Morestone together with

. a Marusan from Japan and
. a Budgie US Sightseeing

- Coach.

. ABOVE The Station jointly
 worked by two operators,

. one predominately

. green, the other red. This

. situation could be found at
. some bus stations back in

~ the 1950s and 1960s.

Red buses are in

abundance at the Coach Station with

AEC, Commer, Leyland and Maudslay marques.

. RIGHT A bus

. enthusiasts

. delight with

. lots of unusual
. vehicles.

\” or cafeteria

~ services are a

~ must bearing in
mind the volume of

~ people passing through.

These two key areas were
somewhat overlooked in the Coach Station model.
. The contemporary Mettoy Omnibus Station did

~ provide a “Refreshments” facility and a wall-
- mounted chocolate bar dispenser (remember those?)
- 1n addition to the “Booking Office”.

The classic lay-out of the Coach Station would

be frowned upon today. It’s no longer acceptable

-~ for passengers to cross live bus lanes to reach the
main concourse or to get to their designated
loading spots. The Mettoy model does at least have
a2 “Beware of Buses” warning sign. Modern bus
stations are designed so that the buses park nose-
~in to the loading bay (although a problem for rear

~ entrance buses!) enabling passengers to board safely
and without getting wet. That raises a further point;
surely those central 1slands on the Coach Station

~ should have been covered to provide protection to
~ the waiting passengers? Maybe not, after all it was

19505 Britain!

A CLASSIC COLLECTABLE

Having said all this, the Coach Station i1s a classic

~ vintage collectable in its own right as well as
providing a superb platform on which to display a
varied and interesting selection of buses and coaches
~ from the same era. Because it is commercially made
~ there might just be a few others out there. Let us
know if you have one and send a photo with your
models displayed on it.

So it’s time for all bus enthusiasts and old toy

collectors to spot some great vintage models from

~ Budgie, Chad Valley, Charbens, Condon, Dinky, Kay,
Marusan, Maxwell, Morestone, Morgan Milton and
- more! W
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Paul Brent Adams gets up
close with a selection of big
wheeled miniatures.

ABOVE

The Spin Master Mystery
Machine depicts a normal
van, rather than the
cartoon vehicle seen

on Scooby Doo. But the
graphics are nicely done,
and the turquoise wheels

make the model stand out.

The model comes with a
plastic ramp, and a leaflet
showing the models from
Series 23.
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ost 'serious' diecast collectors
probably do not even glance at
modern Monster Truck models,
regarding them simply as toys for
children. Which 1s exactly what

all those treasured vintage Dinkys once were. But if
you collect film and television related models, as I do,
they are well worth a look.

In recent years Hot Wheels and others have increased

the number of models based on films, television shows,
cartoons, and Super Heroes. Apart from a few well
established characters (Superman first appeared in 1938,
~and Scooby Doo in 1969), most of these are from the

- 1980s and beyond. Shows and characters that would be
~ familiar to the children of today.

Monster Trucks first appeared in the USA, in the

1970, Early vehicles were regular pick-up trucks,

fitted with modified suspensions, and giant wheels.
They were used as stunt vehicles, for crushing cars
and making jumps, and then for racing. Later on,
other vehicle types were used, and fibreglass replaced
metal for the bodywork. This allowed the creation of
more way-out fantasy designs.

As the popularity of the real thing increased, toy
makers took notice, and began to release models.
Often one or two standard chassis units will be fitted
with a range of different bodies, in an effort to keep
costs down. Typically, the chassis and engine parts
are moulded in coloured plastic, or are chromed,
with only the main body cast in metal, and plastic
acCessories.

The giant wheels have prominent tread patterns,
just like the real thing, and Hot Wheels have their
name on the sidewalls. Most of the tyres are black,
but other colours are also used. The wheel hubs are
coloured plastic, or chrome-plated.

Some of these toys are based on real Monster
Trucks, others are created by the toy makers. It 1s
often hard to tell which are the made-up designs, as
some of the real vehicles are pretty wild.

[f regular Monster Trucks are too tame for you, a
number of special lines have also appeared, such as
Glow-1n-the-Dark models, and Colour Changers. These
special lines do not usually contain any Star Cars. Apart
from single models, there are also multi-vehicle packs,

LEFT

Monster Jam models are now made by Spin Master, a
Canadian company, although the models are actually
manufactured in Vietnam. The Scooby Doo model has
the copyright date 2020 on its card, while The Mystery
Machine van is dated 2022.
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DEMOLITION DOUBLES

; BUZZ LIGHTYEAR

and various stunt or racing themed playsets.

The scales used vary. The largest range of models
is made in what is loosely referred to as 1/64 scale.
This means the models are around four inches long,
or 100mm. This 1s certainly the main scale for the Star
Car versions. Larger and smaller models are available,
but the ranges are more limited, and there are fewer
Star Car models.

Monster Jam is a series of live Monster Truck events,

held across the USA. Mattel initially had the rights to
the Monster Jam name, and used it on the Hot Wheels
Monster Jam series from 2000 until 2018. After losing
the rights to the name, the line continued as Hot
Wheels Monster Trucks. Spin Master, a Canadian
company founded in 1994, then acquired the rights,

and began producing Monster Jam toys. This is why

you can find the Monster Jam name on trucks from
both Hot Wheels and Spin Master.

Many of the single models come with some sort
of accessory, which varies from year to year. At one
point Hot Wheels included a snap-on Battle Slammer,
a plastic battering ram which clipped on to the nose
of the model. Several come with hard or soft plastic
cars for the Monster Truck to drive over and crush. At
one point Spin Master Monster Jam trucks came with
a plastic VIP wrist band carrying a tyre-tread pattern
and the Monster Jam name, which does not seem
very exciting. Later models come with an obstacle
for the trucks to tackle, which 1s a lot more tun.
Other gimmicks have included Topps Monster Truck

. LEFT

. The Hot Wheels Monster
. Truck Skeletor. Mainly

~ purple, with a deathly

. green pallor, and a light

~ blue plastic engine. The g
. 'glowing' red eyes are clear
~ red plastic. 3

~ BELOW
. Buzz Lightyear is also

~ available in a twin-pack,

~ paired with a vehicle

~ depicting the Evil Emperor
- Zurg. These twin-packs

~ do not come with any

. accessories.

(4
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~ ABOVE

. From the computer

. animated movie Lightyear
- (2022), this Hot Wheels

. Monster Truck depicts the
Buzz Lightyear character.
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~ ABOVE

. The Hot Wheels Back to

~ the Future Time Machine

. from the 1980s film series.

A ASTs s
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. ABOVE

. The Back to the Future Time Machine is a very nicely
detailed model, in a highly reflective silver finish. It
comes with a green plastic Connect and Crash car.

[MASTEDS

<o) =

.~ ABOVE LEFT
. A more modern film related model, the Dodge Charger
. R/T from The Fast and the Furious series. Part of the 2022

. Hot Wheels range, it has the copyright date 2021 on the
. back of the card. Another accurate model mounted on a

Monster Truck chassis.

. ABOVE RIGHT

. From Masters of the Universe - a 1980s line of toys,

~ a cartoon series, and a live-action film - comes the

. villainous Skeletor. This time with a red plastic car. The
Hot Wheels plastic bubbles are shaped like a giant tyre,
. complete with tread pattern.

- trading cards; sheets of temporary tattoos; and small
- figures. The twin packs do not usually come with any
-~ accessories, just the vehicles.

Monster Truck models fall in to two main groups.

. Normal vehicles, such as a pick-up truck, van, car,

school bus, or tire engine, decorated with the vehicle

name and wild graphics. The second group includes

~ vehicles with bodies that resemble a particular creature
or character - anything from a giant pink poodle to a
brain-eating zombie.

In the field of Star Cars, there are three main groups.

Ordinary models that simply have images of Super
Heroes or cartoon characters on the sides.Vehicles
actually shaped like a character, such as Scooby Doo
or Skeletor. There are also several models that mount
an accurate replica of a film or television vehicle on
a Monster Truck chassis, such as the Back to the Future
DelLorean or the Fast & Furious Dodge Charger.

Most Monster Truck toys probably have a hard life,

and few will survive in the years to come. There will
~ not be many vintage models for collectors to buy in
another decade or two. If you want them, buy them
. now, or miss out. Il
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>4 THEN AND NOW

Ford Sapphir
Cosworth

Steve Coles continues his series comparing vintage
models with thelr present day counterparts.

or this month’s Then and Now I shall be
including the newest ot the “Then’ toys
looked at so far in this series - Corgi’s

In 1990 Ford tweaked the appearance
of its (by then) aging Sierra. This was no facelift
however; there were no newly designed lights or

bumpers and no metal work was changed. Instead,
clear front indicator lenses and smoked rear lights

were fitted, along with more models having colour
coded bumpers and improved interior trim. At the
same time four-wheel drive was introduced on the
high-performance Cosworth version. It is one of
these later cars Corgi modelled.

During 1992 Corgi introduced two new 1/36
castings into the range of toys, the first for close to
ten years. They chose the BMW 5251 and Sierra
Sapphire RS Cosworth 4x4 as these new castings and
both did show a good degree of progress in terms of
toy development. They both boasted opening doors,

complete with window frames (previously only seen
on the 1986 Rover Sterling) and opening bonnets,
initially operated by pressing down on the front

of the car. The initial release of the curiously titled
"Ford Cosworth’ was in the Q8 livery ot Ford’s works

~ ABOVE While the larger
. and older Corgi ‘toy’ gives
. away some ground in

IS plenty of detail cast in;

~ ABOVE Corgi fitted its toy

. Cosworth with a simple

. ‘Sierra’ number plate,

_ using the correct font Ford
- used for its badges during
.~ this era. While lacking

. the grille detail of the

. Vanguards, this one does

. have the tiny headlamp

. wipers moulded in.

rally cars. The example I have chosen for this feature,

~ however, 1s the somewhat harder to find plain silver

L torms of Trier detsilc theca example (not to be confused with the silver and black

1/36 Ford Sierra Sapphire Cosworth 4x4.
. including the characteristic
. bonnet vents fitted to the

. 4x4 Cosworths.

~ ‘Spender’ car Corgi produced from the BBC TV series
as part of their TV & Film models).

First impressions of the casting are very tavourable.

It is well proportioned and replicates the overall shape
ot the Sapphire well. Being the Cosworth, it also has
~a neatly cast rear spoiler and characteristic RS bonnet
~ vents of the later cars. A small oval shape is cast into
the boot lid and front grille to represent the Ford

~ badges but this model doesn’t have any other badging

details. There are, however, clear plastic inserts to

represent the headlights (complete with tiny moulded

~ wiper blades) as well as clear red plastic inserts to
represent the rear lights (albeit without the smoked
 finished that was featured on the 4x4 Cosworth). The
silver paint 1s well applied and shows oft the details of
 the casting reasonably well. The only criticism I have
is that a lot of the black detailing has been omitted.

~ That’s said, the front bumper is very well done, with

the correct vents and openings and fog lights cast into
it. This model also has the correct wheels, as opposed

old generic wheels Corgi fitted in the 1980s. On this

. model, the wheels are the Cosworth’s lattice pattern
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ABOVE This view through
the open front door
clearly shows the level

of detail Corgi included
back in 1992, with the
black leather effect clearly
visible.

ABOVE The (correct) black
leather seats are well
represented in the smaller
Vanguards model.

The Vanguards Cosworth (left) wears the later spoked design

. ABOVE The larger Corgi Cosworth is missing the sunroof
. that was standard on the real car. Maybe as the first

- release was a rally version, with a further two rally

- liveries released plus at least one police livery a decision
. was made to omit the sunroof?

~alloy wheels. However, with only the six pairs of raised
spokes picked out in silver, you have to look very

- closely otherwise they do somewhat resemble the ‘dog
log’ alloys of the late 1980s Escort XR 31 rather than

- the Cosworth’ lattice pattern.

Inside, Corgi have done an excellent job with the

interior detail. Even though the interior of this model
15 (correctly) modelled in black, it is still possible to
-~ easily see the shaped Recaro sports seats fitted to the

Cosworth and even the ‘creases’ in the leather around

- the corners. The built-in rear headrests of the Sapphire
- versions of the Sierra are also correctly represented.

Overall, this 1s cracking little model.
2006 saw the Vanguards range, by then under Corgi

~ ownership, celebrate its 10th anniversary. The 100th
Vanguards tooling just happened to coincide with this.
~ To mark this special milestone Corgi produced two
specially packaged versions of VA100, their Ford Sierra

Sapphire Cosworth 4x4 in retro boxes that looked

~ like the original ‘lid off” ones Lledo used. One was

~ the rather unusual ‘Mica-Chrome’ model. The other
was this,VA10002, finished in Moonstone Silver and

~ represents a late ‘K’ plate car. I think the shape of this
~ model is excellent and Corgi have done a cracking
job of creating the subtle casting difterences between
~ this and the GLS spec Sapphire they also produced. A
~ separate, close fitting, bonnet for example allows for

wheels. The older Corgi has the earlier lattice design wheels.

el R

ABOVE Both models include the bonnet vents of the post
1990 4x4 Cosworth. The fit of the opening bonnet on

the larger Corgi (right) is snug and matches the separate
bonnet piece Corgi used on its later Vanguards model.
Only the lack of black on the scuttle vents (between the
back of the bonnet and windscreen) gives away the toy
origins larger.

the Cosworth’s correct bonnet vents to be included.
The bumpers are also separate parts, allowing Corgi to
again carefully replicate the subtle differences between
this and the more mainstream Sapphire models. I love
the tiny boot badges, the smoked rear lights, the tiny
4x4 badges on the front wings and the spoked effect
alloy wheels of the later Cosworth’s are great. Placed
side-by-side, you can see the difterence the black
detailing of parts like the bumper inserts and side

rubbing strips makes to the overall ‘feel’ of the model.
Like 1ts larger, older brother, the interior is correctly
black and once again the creases in the (optional)
leather Recaro seats are replicated. This one even has
the four spoke steering wheel Ford fitted during the
Sierra’s final year of production before the launch of
the Mondeo (the red Vanguards Sierra Sapphire GLS,
correctly, has the earlier three spoke wheel).

So, while the Corgi Vanguards model 1s clearly a
model aimed at collectors and the 1/36 toy very much
a toy, I think it 1s fair to say that given the relatively
small age gap between these two, that they are the
closest in terms of accuracy and levels of detail. They
are certainly the most similar so far in this series,
showing just how far toy manufacturing has come
over the decades.
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TV & FILM

Paul Brent Adams discovers a new model to

add to his Wonder Woman collection.

ABOVE RIGHT Wonder
Woman looks very g
determined - someone is in
trouble. The figure is very
well detailed, and easily
seen due to the open
cockpit.

y earlier article on the Wonder
Woman Jet (Diecast Collector,

May 2024) had only just been
published, when 1 discovered

5 another Wonder Woman model
from Hot Wheels - an Invisible Jet. Hot Wheels had
previously done a joke version of the Invisible Jet for
the San Diego Comic Convention (which was an
empty bubble pack) but this was an actual model of
the Jet, with Wonder Woman at the controls.

~ In 2023 Hot Wheels introduced a new line of
diecast models, called Racer Verse. These are cartoon-

like vehicles, with a slightly over-sized plastic driver

figure. All the vehicles to date being based on movie,
television, or comic book characters.

 There are plenty of Super Hero models in the line,

from both Marvel and DC. One of the new models

for 2024 1s Wonder Woman, and her 'vehicle' 1s the
- famous Invisible Jet. Being unable to fly until recently,

ABOVE The Hot Wheels
Racer Verse cards are the
same height as a regular
Mainline card - 165mm,
but considerably wider at
140mm.

- Wonder Woman needed a plane to get around, and she
. has lown a number of different aircraft.

Wonder Woman is a full figure, rather than
the usual half-figure seen in many character
car models. The excellent finish even
includes her boots, red with yellow tops.

-------

The (nearly)
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This version of the Invisible Jet 1s rather car-like,
and 1s 62mm long. It has twin fins, like many modern
fighter planes; twin jet exhausts at the rear (but
where are the air intakes?), and canard foreplanes
ahead of the tront wheels. The aircratt has an open
cockpit, and four wheels for road use.

The model is made mainly of clear blue plastic, but
it does have a white-painted metal baseplate, so it is
heavier than it looks. Even the wheels are clear blue
plastic, and the model is an excellent runner. There is
no tampo printing on the plane at all.

Sitting in the cockpit 1s a plastic model of Wonder
Woman. Most character car models with over-sized
drivers only provide a head and upper body, with
no lower body at all. But here we have a full figure,
probably because the fuselage is clear, and the lower
body is therefore visible.

Wonder Woman looks very determined. She 1s well
sculpted, and nicely painted. The head and arms are
flesh tone, with black hair. Facial details include eyes,
eyebrows and mouth, which are also well done.

Her uniform is red, blue, and gold, with white arm
bands. Even her boots are red with yellow tops.

The base does not give a lot of information this
time. There 1s a Hot Wheels ribbon, but no Hot
Wheels name. Other markings are © & TM DC
(Copyright and Trademark DC Comics); © 2023
Mattel; and MADE IN THAILAND.

The card shows the model in the upper left corner,
and has NEW 2024 below the DC Comics logo. The
card is the same height as a regular, or Mainline, Hot
Wheels card, but 1s considerably wider.

In addition to this single model, there is also a
twin-pack with Batman driving the Batmobile. This
version of the Invisible Jet is in plain clear plastic.

The Racer Verse models are considerably more
expensive than regular Hot Wheels cars, and are
about the same as the various Hot Wheels Premium
lines. There are also twin-packs, four-packs, five-
packs, and track sets. Some of the two-packs contain
exclusive models, that are not available individually.
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»>21 VINTAGE CORGI

Corgl through
the years

Rick Wilson continues his series of year-by-year articles
from the beginning of the brand in 1956. We continue with
the models released during the second half of 1978.

he second half of 1978 saw

another good mix of releases, again
underlining Corgi’s commitment to
appeal to a broad base. Interestingly,
more than a third of the 14 new

announcements were gift sets.

July began with a tweak to a set released the previous
month. Gift Set 45 Royal Canadian Mounted Police
Land Rover and Horsebox was a reworking ot Gift
Set 44 Metropolitan Police Land Rover and Horsebox,
with the vehicle and trailer now in the RCMP dark
blue, featuring appropriate markings, and the horse was
now black with a Mountie sitting on it. It only lasted in
the catalogue for a short time (withdrawn in 1979) and
sold less well than the Met Police version.

The other release in July was No.405 Chevrolet
Superior Ambulance — a modified Chevrolet Van, with
side windows and a raised roof section. Painted in hi-vis
orange and white, it features opening rear doors and
came with a medic figure and stretcher, with a patient
moulded into the latter.

There were two further gift sets seen in August
too. GS35 Chopper Squad Surt Rescue was based
on the popular Australian TV series, Chopper Squad.

Comprising another version of No.419 Jeep, without
the plastic roof section and now painted a dark metallic
blue, hauling a matching trailer, which carried a red
and white plastic boat. The bonnet of the Jeep was
adorned by the Chopper Squad logo and the boat was
marked with “SURF RESCUE" in red on the white
hull. Released at the same time was a perfect match for
this set, N0.927 Chopper Squad Jet Ranger Helicopter.
Painted in the same colour as the Jeep, it was a new
version of N0.926 Stromberg Jet Ranger, released two
months earlier, and was now fitted with white plastic
floats, which carried the Chopper Squad logo. The sides
of the tuselage wear “Surf Rescue” stickers. Rounding
out the month was yet another gift set featuring the
Land Rover and horse trailer. GS47 Pony Club Land
Rover and Horsebox diftered from GS44 and GS45 in
that the Land Rover features a black plastic roof rack
with access ladder. The vehicle and trailer were painted

in a metallic bronze/copper colour, and the Land Rover

has a white roof. The horse 1s a pale brown with blonde

mane and tail, and has a more leisurely figure as a rider.
The fourth gift set of this second half of the year

appeared in September. GS20 Emergency Gift Set,

in reality, wasn’t a true new release, but an updated

~ ABOVE

 GS48 Pinder Jean Richard

~ Circus Set, all set up. Image
~ credit: Vectis

 BELOW
~ No.1107 Berliet Container
~ Truck. Image credit: Vectis
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ABOVE
GS45 Royal Canadian Mounted Police Set. Image credit:
Vectis

version of Gift Set 18 that was first seen 1n August
1975.The major change was the replacement of the
Cortina GXL with the latest No0.429 Police Jaguar X]J
12C, which had appeared as a standalone release earlier
in the year, in February.

_ LEFT GS47 Pony Club.
 Image credit: Vectis

. ABOVE
- N0.201 Mini 1000. /mage
. credit: Rick Wilson

ricorgi

. ABOVE
GS35 Chopper Squad Surf Rescue. Image credit: Vectis

ABOVE No0.405 Chevrolet Superior Ambulance. Image credit: Vectis

Surf Rescue Kiistenrettung Sauvetage mer

-corgl Chnmlat-ﬂupannr 61 Ambulance Unfallwagen

-~ up as belonging to “United States Lines”.

For ages J and over
Pour erdants de 3 ans et su-dessus
innehbller amadolar Rehommenderas
ef till barn under 3 @r

s, effectively, an updated version of No.1106 Mack
- Container Truck, with the Mack cab replaced by the
latest Berliet unit. The cab was usually painted blue and
~ white, but a quantity of rare orange and white versions
- were made. The trailer bed is white on both versions,
with the rear wheel mudguards painted to match the
~ main cab colour. The containers are grey and stickered

October was very much a TV-based month, with a
. pair of releases that were popular with TV action fans.

Two turther September releases were No.201 Mini CORGI TOYS 1978 RELEASES - JULY TO DECEMBER

1000, the latest 1/36 scale version of the iconic car, and No

No.1107 Berliet Container Truck, at 1/48 scale. The

Mini was 1nitially released in silver and was adorned
with racing stripes and numbers, bearing allegiance to
“team Corg1”. Later in its production run, this could

be found in either blue or orange. The container truck

Title Scale Released Withdrawn
201 Mini 1000 1/36 September - 345,000+
268 Batbike - October - 549,000+
319 Jaguar XJS 1/36 November 198" 242,000
320 Saint’s Jaguar XJS 1/36 October 198" 467,000
321 Porsche 924 Saloon 1/36 November 198° 241,000
405 Chevrolet Superior Ambulance 1/36 July 1980 164,000
430 Porsche 924 Polizel 1/36 November 1980 92,000
927 32?555{ e?q”ad AL hanger 1/36 |  August 1980 194,000
1107 | Berliet Container Truck 1/48 September 1979 39,000
GS20 | Emergency Gift Set - September 1980 50,000
GS35 | Chopper Squad Surf Rescue - August 1980 142,000
GS45 Egggiéi"e?d;ﬂg ﬂgégfgxm“ce 1/36 July 1979 28,000
GSA7 ﬂg?ge%gjf Land Boverand 1/36 |  August 1980 107,000
GS48 | Jean Richard’s Circus - November 1980 61,000

Source: The Great Book of Corgi 1956-1983
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Corgi Toys 1978 July to December releases production colours

?";“‘I?n":’gs;; t 3 201 Mini 1000 Silver or blue or orange
=Ny ' B | 268 | Batbike Black/red
. : | 319 | Jaguar XJS Dark metallic red
B [ 320 | saint's Jaguar XJS White
321 Porsche 924 Saloon Red or gold
405 Chevrolet Superior Ambulance White/orange
430 Porsche 924 Polizeli White/black or white/green

927 Chopper Squad Jet Ranger Helicopter | Metallic dark blue/white

ABOVE . . . .

GS20 Emergency Set. Image credit: Vectis 1107 | Berliet Container Truck Blue/white/grey or orange/white/grey
GS20 | Emergency Gift Set AS per constituent parts
GS35 | Chopper Squad Surf Rescue Metallic blue/red/white

Royal Canadian Mounted Police Land

Rover and Horsebox Dark blue

GS45

GS47 | Pony Club Land Rover and Horsebox Metallic bronze/white

GS48 | Jean Richard’s Circus As per constituent parts
Source: The Great Book of Corgi 1956-1983

- RIGHT
- No.319 Jaguar XJS. Image
. Credit: Vectis

R = micorgi g oo

ABOVE
GS48 Pinder Jean Richard Circus Set in its box. Image
credit: Vectis

oold, and one as a police vehicle. Painted white, the UK
- “POLICE” version has black doors and bonnet, whereas

ABOVE the German “POLIZEI" variant has green doors and a
~ No.268 Batman Batbike. | bonnet.
. Image credit: Vectis

CICORgi s b

~ Fally for 1978, also in November, came the
~incredible set seen as the header image for this month’s

instalment. GS48 Jean Richard Circus Set broke new
oground with its lavish circus arena display. With five

. diecasts, four human figures (ringmaster, clown trapeze
-~ artist and human cannonball) and five animals (two

ABOVE
N0.927 Chopper Squad Jet Ranger. Image credit: Vectis

~ horses, an elephant, a chimpanzee and a polar bear) to
~ go with the diorama, the play value is oft the charts

No.268 Batbike 1s a large black and red motorcycle, ~ with this release. The five diecasts included were a Land

ridden by a Batman figure with a flowing cape. It

Rover with Animal Trailer (released spearately as GS30

features two rocket launchers in the front fairing and ABOVE in February 1979), Human Cannon (Berliet cab unit

also incorporates a built-in drop-down stand. Travelling ':ﬂi':ﬁN cl;‘ors:he &24 W ~ with special rear body, released separately as No.1163 in

been revitalised as The Return of the Saint, starring lan . Chevrolet Van, released separately as No.426 in February

Ogilvy. Rather than the sublime Volvo P1800, Ogilvys - 1979) and a further trailer.

Simon Templar drove something a little more up to date. | . ~ Next month, we detail the new models that went
N . BELOW . |

And British. The ]aguar XJS chosen for the remake, of ' N0.430 Porsche 924 Police/ | °" sale during the first half of 1979. Featuring another

course, wears the Saint logo on the bonnet of N0.320, | pgjizei in both versions. ~ great group of new releases, be sure to check out the

just like Corgt’s tirst version. . Image credit: Vectis . March issue of Diecast Collector! I

[nto November and the X]S made another
appearance, this time 1n a rather sumptuous dark

metallic red, without the bonnet adornment, as No.319.
A large quantity of these had already been given away
as promotionals by British Leyland itself at the NEC
British International Motor Show 1n late October, with
a special card overfold.

A pair of Porsche 924 releases came at the same time

too, one as a standard road car, as No0.321 1n red or
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SiImply Shackleton

Brian Howes ventures back in time with an iconic fleet of vehicles.

ABOVE aurice Shackleton started

Shackleton Foden Flatbed
Truck, finished with a
blue cab and flatbed, grey
wheelarches and a red

making toys during the late
1930s under the trading name
of James Shackleton & Son. He

chassis. 5 had previously worked for Foden
at its Sandbach based works. Having left Foden
Maurice developed his toy making company working
from buildings formerly used as stables behind the
 Wheatsheaf Hotel in Sandbach.

BELOW  He made wooden toys, some with metal parts,

One of the first

: including wheeled vehicles and dolls houses. These
advertisements to appear

In Meccano Magazine
showed the chassis detail
of the FGé6 platform lorry.
Note the revised price of
56/6 applied after Abbey
Corinthian Games took
over distribution.

-~ toys included a six-wheeled articulated timber tractor
and trailer and a four wheeled truck with chains, both
made around 1939.Though lacking in fine detail it
was apparent that they were based on the Foden DG

- with typical pre-war Foden pressed tin radiators.
~Little is known of what happened to the

S————— R R L Shackleton
| lllllﬂlr-'lh"-l st sent on T;‘-q-l'l,l{"ﬁt'ﬁ'llh 1d. Et‘mp ; &
' ' business
MECHA]I during World
> War Two

VEHICU
f‘la‘uﬂg but after

. hostilities
. ended
ASSEMBLED Maurice
56’6 Shackleton
Revised i?n.iimfﬁmcm today k. soon had a

Price
Marketed by

new project to develop.

His aim was to create a metal constructional
model of a Foden lorry made from individual
interchangeable parts. Meccano had launched its
constructor aeroplanes and motor cars in 1931 and
1932 respectively but the market was wide open
for a commercial vehicle to equal the play value
of the Meccano constructor toys. It was possible
to construct a reasonably good Foden six or eight
wheeler using Meccano but Shackleton’s aim was to
produce a constructor vehicle tar in advance of any
Meccano toy. A finely engineered toy that could be
easily taken apart and re-built by its owner.

Shackleton’s choice of vehicle was hardly
surprising considering his pre-war models. He turned
his attention to the very stylish new Foden FG6
designed at the nearby Sandbach works in 1948 to
replace the rather dated looking DG model. Tooling
soon began on the toy and two diecasting machines
were purchased to cast the body parts.

Prior to the start of production a move was made
to more spacious premises at nearby Malkins Bank.
The first Shackleton model to be made there was
a FG6 Plattorm lorry which was launched in the
autumn of 1948. It comprised of 65 individual parts
all of which were thought to have been made in-
house (as was the policy at the Foden factory where
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ABOVE
A David Brown Trackmaster 30.

Shackleton had worked).
The workforce at the Malkins Bank factory slowly

rose to around forty as the new toy Foden flat-bed
began to roll oft the production line in various
colours, usually sporting a grey chassis and red
mudguards.

What made this Shackleton model so special was
its large scale (131n long) which gave it terrific play
value, plus its all-round excellent engineering. Each
toy sported a powerful clockwork motor, Ackerman
type steering, visible drive shaft with universal
coupling, floating bogie and realistic rubber tyres.
They were sold completely assembled in smart blue
and yellow cardboard boxes with a picture of the
model on the lid and each toy came complete with
its own tools (a spanner and screwdriver) along with
the all-important clockwork motor key. This was by
no means a cheap toy to buy, however, and carried a
hefty price tag of 59/6d.

Marketing of these super Foden’s was initially
undertaken by a team of travelling salesmen
touring toy shops to drum up orders and the FG6
proved a popular toy, especially as a Christmas gift
(sadly I never got one!). An excellent marketing

 ABOVE
. Shackleton Foden flatbed
~ truck and Dyson trailer.

- BELOW
~ Shackleton Foden FGé
. Tipper.

opportunity arose for Shackleton at the 1949
' Daily Mail 1deal Home Exhibition where a special

display highlighting the latest in “Toy Design and

Development’ was organised by Hilary (Harry) Fisher

Page ot ‘Kiddicraft Toys’ (noted for its pioneering

selt-locking blocks and “sensible’ satety toys). Fisher

Page kindly exhibited one of Maurice Shackleton’s

prototype Foden FG6 models at the show which

~ gained Royal approval when it was duly presented as

a gift to the young Prince Michael of Kent after he

- took a shine to it.

[n order to boost sales and streamline distribution

Shackleton appointed Abbey Corinthian Games of

- London to market and distribute the flat-bed Foden.

Advertisements soon appeared in Meccano
Magazine albeit with a retail price revised
down from 59/6d to 56/6d.

In October 1949 a new Dyson 8-ton
drawbar trailer was released to fit the plattorm
lorry priced at 18/6d.This price was also later

" revised down to 17/6d.
A turther model was added to the range in
the autumn of 1950 in the shape of a very
smart Foden FG6 tipper with a slightly shorter
- wheelbase. This model carried an initial price tag
of 65/- (later revised to 56/6d) and was sold in a
- red and yellow box with the usual black and white

E www.ccofgh.co.uk e February 2025



illustration. It is estimated that only around 5,000 of
these tipper’s were made making it much rarer that
the flat bed.

Although the company appeared to be doing well,
by Christmas ot 1950 the Korean War was to have a
catastrophic eftect on Shackleton’s business. During
1951 an embargo was placed on the use of zinc for
non-essential products. Zinc became heavily rationed
and the sale of toys containing zinc was prohibited.
At best companies were only allowed around a

quarter of their normal zinc supplies and with the
toy industry not being considered to be of vital
importance the ban was crippling for the diecasting
industry. This embargo lasted until the spring of 1952
when the Korean War ended following
the signing of an armistice in May of
~ that year. The zinc shortage also meant
that brass was also in very short supply
which would have been an extra problem

for Shackleton. This had an impact on all

British toy makers, especially those who were
attempting to establish themselves in the industry. As
a measure of how serious the zinc ban was it was this
uncertainty surrounding the future of diecasting due
to metal shortages that led Rodney Smith to sell his
interest in Lesney 1n 1951.

Despite the crippling zinc embargo Shackleton
still managed to tool up and produce what many
collectors consider to be its finest creation 1in 1952,
although very few were made. This came about
through a special arrangement with David Brown
who asked Shackleton to produce a working scale
model of its new Trackmaster 30 Crawler tractor.
Brown’s ordered 100 models from Shackleton to
use for promotional purposes. This order was duly
fulfilled and a further fifty Trackmaster 30 Crawlers
were made for general sale. This was a very fine
model, 1ts clockwork motor had forward and reverse
gearing and it was sold in a box similar to the
Foden lorries. Despite this new venture Shackleton
still could not survive through the tough trading
conditions of the day. Four years of steady growth
had seen the company expand its range to four
models with total production output numbering
somewhere around 40,000 units. Sadly the cost of
the David Brown contract might well have been
the reason for the final demise of Shackleton with
production finally coming to an end late in 1952
when it entered receivership. There may have been
many contributing factors relating to Shackleton’s

. This Meccano built

. Foden FG flatbed with

. tailgate highlights how

- the Shackleton was such
. a massive improvement

~ in terms of design and

~ detail over Meccano.

. ABOVE RIGHT

. December of 1950 saw

.~ the full Shackleton fleet
_ on offer by which time

. the price of the Flat-bed
- had dropped to 52/6.

parts. to you ready
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will note the detail  Fig. 1. This is the work of Guy Ha
- — Woodbridge.
demise, but due to lack of records these details
remain unknown. It has been rumoured among
~ collectors that plans were afoot to introduce a heavy
haulage tractor with a draw-bar low-loader as the
next model had the company survived, but again

tfactual details relating to this also remain vague.
~ What is known is that Chad Valley of Harborne

purchased the tooling, dies and moulds for the

- Shackleton toys from the receiver but no further
models were made.

 Abbey Corinthian Games continued to market and
distribute its existing stocks of Shackleton products
through to the late 1950s. Its final stock eventually

~ having to be disposed of due to chronic metal fatigue
~effecting the diecast body parts. This may indicate
that poor quality alloy with low zinc levels was
~used to produce the final castings. A useful note for

Despite the
Crippling zinc
embargo
Shackleton
Sstill managed
to tool up
and proauce
what many
collectors
consider to
be Its finest
creation in
1952, although
very few were
made.

~ collectors is that when stocks of printed boxes for the
~ flat bed ran out they were sold in plain green boxes.
Chad Valley might also have purchased warehouse
~stocks from Shackleton along with the moulds and
tooling as an FG6 Tipper was once sold by Bonhams
at auction containing a receipt for a repair carried

~ out by Chad Valley in September 1952. Why would

~ Chad Valley have taken on such a repair I wonder?
Short lived though 1t was Shackleton certainly was

~ one of the great British toymakers and its models are
now held in high esteem by collectors. Collecting
Shackleton’s, however, has become quite an expensive

~ hobby these days with un-boxed examples commanding
prices of /£ 300-£400. Boxed examples can easily triple
~ that price depending on condition. As for the David

~ Brown crawler you would need to pay several thousand
pounds to own one mint and boxed should you ever be
~lucky enough to find one for sale!

Interestingly a David Brown 25D tractor was also
modelled in a similar scale to the Shackleton crawler
and can easily be mistaken as a Shackleton model. This
-~ was, however, made by Denzil Skinner & Co Ltd.

~ Maurice Shackleton went on to gain employment
with ICI in Middlewich, Cheshire 1n the late 1950s and
- was responsible for the creation of around 250 splendid
promotional models of Foden’s S21 flat-bed eight-

- wheeler... but that, as they say, is another story! Il
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HOBBY KNOWLEDGE

dlecast

In which Alwyn Brice has an L of a time...

his month, gentle reader, we investigate
the letter L. Needless to say, there are
three giants who fall under this particular
character of the alphabet.

So... should I say much about Lesney?

Probably not. Lesney (originally Moko) has been the
backbone of the model diecast collecting world for
an awful long time.Yes, [ know, there are many other
manufacturers whose products you can collect, but
anyone over the age of 50 will have had one or more of
these little gems in their household at some point.
[ncredibly successtul, they have kept head and
shoulders above the turbulent waters of the collecting
world. This has been (historically) in part due to
the company’s keen pricing, the models’ attractive
presentation packaging, the manufacturer’s continued
innovation (equating to more play value) and the
constantly changing range that centred on a 1-75 series.
Dewviations, like the King Size and the Yesteryears, have

failed to capture the attention of the 1-75 taithtul to the

same degree.

[f you read auction reports regularly, then you’ll
know that these days, it’s the pre-production examples,
odd colour schemes and error castings that command
the big money. But leave those out of the equation and

that 1s readily available. True, it’s going to cost a few
quid and more — but the lines of little diecasts sitting
on their boxes in a cabinet continues to exert a huge
attraction for many.

Quality varies — the earliest examples will seem
crude and poorly painted by today’s standards but
models from the 1960s and 1970s are much better in
terms of finish. As for the Supertast, well, I'll let you

make up your own mind about those...

. ABOVE

. This Lansdowne 1935

. Brough Superior 8 was

. what pre-war motoring

. was all about (at least, for
. the privileged few).

. BELOW

. One for Barbie? Liberty
. Walk's take on the TSM
. Nissan 35GT-RR.

 RIGHT
. Based on a Mini GT model,
. here is Liberty Walk’s

you’re left with a manageable range to collect, and one : Nissan Silvia $15.

TAKING THE LIBERTY...

A bit of an oddball, Liberty Walk. If I'm to believe all
that I read, this range of diecast cars has evolved as a
 by-product of a Japanese car tuning and bodywork
enterprise. The company has opted for well-made

models in 1/64 scale, by the likes of Aoshima, Mini

GT and INNOG64, which are then customised,

in much the same way as the real thing. Think

bodywork addenda, flared arches and more detailed

 wheels and you start to get the picture.

~ The Japanese words “bosozoku” and “kyuusha”

both refer to particular types of customisation that

~ have been popular within the country. Translate
that into 1/64 and you end up with

something rather difterent,

especially when the
model 1s based

on a customers
real car that has
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Cute little Honda S800 is from the Lang Feng stable.

BELOW
A Ford Fordor from Lemeco; this example is
exhibiting a degree of fatigue.

gone through the workshop. Unlike the real thing,
though, these replicas are much more affordable
and are reminiscent of the Hot Wheels confection,
thanks to their gaudy colours and exaggerated lines.

...AND ANOTHER LIBERTY

Just to contuse the issue, there 1s another company
trading under Liberty, but this one 1s in the US.

Dating from 1991, it began to specialise in diecast
models just before the millennium. Its 1/25 scale
range includes Model A Ford truck versions in
several liveries but there are other types of truck
(Chevrolet, Dodge and Willys, for example) if that’s
your interest. World War Two aircraft, as well as
civilian aircraft in different scales, are entertained.
There are 1/6 scale model (working) dragster and
road car engines, and of course, some road cars and
articulated lorries of the type that frequent the US
highways.Very much a US-focussed output overall,
the models are well built and won’t break the bank
in terms of cost.

TURNING JAPANESE

Lang Feng is yet another maker which has adopted
the smaller scales tor its output, namely 1/64 and
1/87. Mazda, Nissan, Toyota and Honda models are
available (shamelessly flying the Japanese flag), but
Volkswagen, Mercedes and Bentley are three other
marques that you'll find. Given the tiny scale, you
cannot expect too much in the way of fine detail
but to its credit, Lang Feng’s quality 1s rather good.

These models are inexpensive enough and if you
are keen on tuned-up Japanese saloon cars, the
range will certainly not disappoint.

. ABOVE
. Something a bit different:

1/6 model of a 350

Chevrolet small block
. engine from Liberty.

. ABOVE
. The famous Beales vehicle,
. produced in limited
. quantity by Lesney.
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ABOVE
The Vauxhall Victor is a desirable acquisition if in red.

A Ford Consul in convertible
format from Lansdowne.

- WHITE METAL CONTENDER

Not diecast, | admit, but Lansdowne Models 1s well
known within collecting circles. The white metal

-~ range is comprehensive in scope and serves the 1/43
market well. Unashamedly British in its output,

~ Lansdowne offers some really interesting model cars
~into which clearly much thought has gone. Take the
 1950s Ford Zephyr Farnham Estate or the Tickford-
- bodied Humber Super Snipe in drophead format,

~ for example. Both are stunning models, but there are
many more besides. And if you want an alternative to
~ a car, how about the Bedford Dormobile camper van
-~ in typical 1950s red and white? In terms of era, you

-~ can travel back to the 1930s if you wish, although the
1950s and 1960s tend to have the bulk of options.

Quality 1s very good, but then these are white

~metal, and not produced in the numbers that some
manufacturers push out these days. And if detail 1s

-~ a little heavy here and there, it’s atoned for in my
 book by the models’ excellent paintwork. Prices are

-~ reasonable for this level of model, at around £80. Buy
one, and [ think you’ll want more.

- SWEDISH SLANT

- As a postscript to this month’s A-Z, I ought to
mention Swedish company Lemeco, which was

-~ founded in 1948 and located near Stockholm.

~ Although long out of business (it went into liquidation
in the 1980s) this company was a boardgame producer
~ and toy manufacturer, as well as being an importer. It

- offered a few diecast models of overseas cars, such as
the Ford Fordor and our homegrown Austin Devon,

-~ back in the early 1950s, along with military models,

- such as the ubiquitous World War Two US jeep. I
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)22 COLLECTING: HOW TO...

On the
write line...

With correspondence to Father Christmas, the annual news letters to
family and the obligatory “thank you™ letters all soon to be behind us, |
Stephen Paul Hardy encourages you to keep that pen to hand... et

=

“uuﬂ.lll.
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mE_ | GpassIMA

t’s alright for you ...you’ve been doing it for years
and anyway I wouldn’t know where to start ... or
even how to go about it. Besides I hated English
lessons at school and was never good at writing

essays.”

Yes, that was the thrust of a recent conversation
somebody had with me and not the first along those
lines by a long way either.

So let’s debunk those self-doubts enough to give any
would be contributor sufficient encouragement to just
“put pen to paper’ and write an article.

JUMPING HURDLES
[ struggled with ‘O’ level English... because I needed

to have a pragmatic purpose before I could grasp
learning how to use the tool to achieve the end result.
So when it comes to writing I need to be motivated

by a passion for, or very focused interest in, the subject.

Now I guess that almost all ot Diecast Collector’s
readership have that focused interest in at least one
subject! So, that's the first hurdle cleared.

The second hurdle is not (primarily) about an

exercise in written English but about the structure

- or steps - we need to take to translate that passion,
interest or knowledge in our head into a form that is,
ultimately, publishable.

[ feel privileged to have within my social circle of
friends over a dozen current or former Editors (some
of whom I have known now for a very long time).
Several have, at some time or another, helped train
me eftectively by default through recounting insights

into contributions they have received and the often-
onerous additional work needed to shape (or in some
cases even comprehend) submitted contribution drafts.
An article needs to engage as well as inform the
reader by telling a “story” that logically builds on
a theme, explanation or illustration. The intuitive
understanding of the subject, by the majority of those
who will read it, also needs to be taken account of
so that the end “read’ is neither boringly basic and
patronising nor so abstract and deep that it goes over
the heads of most readers within a few paragraphs.
Avoid the temptation to write a cataloguing of

"'l:;.";nun .f’
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A long time coming, Stephen Paul Hardy
finds out that DMA's Llatest VW release has

most definitely been worth the wait.

some form or other - they are already out there.
Concentrate instead on sharing anecdotal and tfactual
insights that aren’t generally known or been covered
betore.

Interestingly those steps I use are no difterent now
than when some of my first national circulation
magazine articles reached publication four and a
halt decades ago. For me, all that has changed 1s the
evolution of the tools and technology I use.

Now I appreciate that there are still a few
contributors (and potential contributors) working in
the same way I did when I started so let’s go back to
basics.

DRAFTING

First some 1nitial pre-drafting preparation; sketching
out the content scope by noting down the intentions
of an introductory paragraph, the main content
paragraph headings and a concluding paragraph. Most
importantly keep in mind the target word count of
the finished draft and some old tashioned, empirically
based, rules of thumb. Ones like max 25 words per
sentence, max six sentences to a paragraph etc.,

Then using a wide-lined A4 pad and black ball
point pen jot the first thoughts down double or even
treble line spaced. Draft and reread, reorder or add
inserted thoughts in the vacant line spaces. Rewrite

” Reread

and produce the final draft in clean, clear, double line

and if possible, leave overnight to “sleep on it

spaced writing ready for someone else to read, edit and

process. Monotonous, laborious and time consuming
that three stage process may at first appear to be but
it is very eftective way of putting the sentences, and
paragraphs in a logical final sequence so that the
“story”’ Hows. Ot course, for many of us with home
computing kit at our disposal the steps are exactly the
same but now just paperless!

Betore you go putting a lot of work in check out
with the intended recipient how welcome your
potential contribution might be. Ask about what
specific guidance and conditions they stipulate, the
terms under which they will accept material for
publication. Not forgetting the format(s) they require

e

photos that not only
illustrate points in your

contribution but elaborate
. on them with detail that
. your target word count

precludes you describing
in any depth. Carefully

useful way of highlighting
points you want to make.

ABOVE Portable photo
cubes are useful but for

multiple model shoots,
and regular work, studio

. softbox kits in combination
- with a backdrop set up and

robust tripod with quality
ball head mount are the
best way to g0 because,
after all, you want every
inch of your subject to be
in focus and well lit!

FAR LEFT The tools and
materials have changed
over the years but the
basic principles remain
exactly the same!

|r

. ABOVE We all know the

~ adage “a picture is worth a
~ thousand words” so think

~ carefully about composing

it to be submitted in, the target word count of your

contribution and all important any deadline dates that
need meeting. Diecast Collector's publisher - Warners
Group Publications Plc - tor example have an

excellent six page Standard Contributor / Freelancer
Terms & Conditions document laying all these matters
out very clearly.

As a passing thought many of the points [ made

in Inspiration and influence (November 2024 1ssue)
~ worded captions are a very

apply here - especially those in the “"HOW TO GET
STARTED” and “WHO N WHEN" paragraphs.

PHOTOGRAPHS
The digital age has been a godsend and a “How to” on

scale model photography could easily soak up at least
three pages but the four headline points are:

1) good, consistent, difftused lighting is essential

2) a stable base or mount for your camera or phone

with good quality ball head fitting capable of holding

the weight of device you are using is essential
3) the device that you take the photographs with
should preterably be capable of having depth of field

(focal length/t.stop), ISO (“tilm speed™ in old money)
etc., all controllable. Good, appropriate level, DSLRs

are not expensive.
4) complicated editing programs are not obligatory - I
still use an aging MacBook Pro with the “no longer
supported’” iPhoto program as my preferred editing
tool.

Print quality photos and illustrations prepared to
the required 300dp1 quickly become large tile sizes
so using an electronic transfer facility such as the
(free) “We transter” system i1s far preferable to sending
multiple emails. And finally...

DON'T BE A GOLLUM

My approach has always been that [ accept that

any Editor | submit a contribution to has the final

say on what 1s published and how it is published.
Contributions, therefore, are just that and not
something to be overly precious about - for a start

~ very few of us can accurately proof read something we
. have written and rewritten! I

47
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R M. Toys Il t
N EWto N Ab bOt Tr'a| N l Are Proud To Announce
& Toy Fal Y 2025 > London’s No 1 Sunday Toy Collectors Fair

KEMPTON PARK
TOY FAIR

At: Kempton Park Racecourse, Staines Road East
Sunbury on Thames, Middlesex TW16 SAQ. M3 Jct 1 onto A308

R T - . kdoRE | SUNDAY 9th February
> ' Newton Road, SR A e _
| NewionRoad. eI L 10.30am - 3.00pm

| TO12 3AF s ghgn B

Adults - £5.00 OAPs - £4.00 Children - £1.00
Early Entry Buyers - £10.00 (8.30am onwards)

Open 10am - 3.00pm b :
. Approx 200 tables of toy and model dealers, buying,
Sunday 19th January . 'ﬁ selling and part exchanging a wide variety of collectables
Sunday 27th April ; including Model Railways, Model Cars and Buses,
Sunday 2%9th June & Scalextric, Dolls and Teddy Bears, White Metal, Aircraft,

Display Cabinets, Memorabilia and much much more

For information and booking details please contact

< 0;;’;;,’;':;3"*2'fa‘;ﬁng;:ggtﬂj:;’et o ¥ | Russell Martin on 023 92 262446 or 07957 823507

Future dates: Sunday 13th April, Sth October & 7th December

THE UK’'S BEST PRICE GUIDE FOR MODELS AND TOYS

EDITION AVAILABLE NOW

The diecast collectors’ trusted guide
for collecting and valuing since 1983!

\ TOYS CATALOGUE

A must for all
diecast model collectors,

Ramsay’s British Diecast Ayl PP
Model Toy Catalogue 1 9th ed Itlon
remains the most reliable comin g SO0ON

benchmark for all
collecting price guides.

With over 19,000 listings, the catalogue is brought
to you by a team of collecting experts who have

scoured thousands of auction results to bring you the
most up to date and accurate market value prices.

The Collector’s Price Guide to: Dinky Toys . Corgl . Matchbux
* Models of YesterYear ¢ Tri-ang * Spot-On ¢ Britains * Morestone
PLUS comprehensive listings from all the British manufacturers from 1933-1983

From the publishers of m COLLECTORS Cﬂ?ieﬂors Clllll

GAZETTE

Order today by calling
01778 392006 or visit
ccofgb.uk/ramsays18

Simply scan me!




»>>1 COLLECTING BY NUMBERS

Superfast
1969-1982

POLICE CAR

Production: 1970

Catalogue: 1970

Box Styles: F G

With a simple transtormation to Superfast narrow

wheels taking place for 1970, the plain white body
continued, as did the single blue light lens on the roof and
the Police shield stickers to the bonnet and both doors.
The pair ot Police ofticers were still stuck inside too.

MERCURY POLICE CAR

Production: 1971-75

Catalogue: 1971-75

Box Styles: H

Mercury fans certainly had it good in 1971, as

there were three new models introduced.

However, none of these were exactly new

castings, and the details of the Police Car

and Fire Chief Car can be quite confusing.
Going back a little in time to try and -

clear things up, in 1968, the old No.55 Ford Galaxie

Police Car had been replaced by a new Mercury

version. This was based on a Mercury Park Lane

sedan, and was painted white with a single blue roof

light, making the transition to Supertast in 1970, as

described above. Then, in 1971, it was replaced by

a different Mercury variant - a Commuter station

wagon with two red dome lights. This new model

shared components with the existing No.73 Mercury

Commuter and so the bases were engraved simply
"Mercury", plus "No.55 or 73". Meanwhile, the Park

Lane saloon was painted red and made into a fire chief |

car, No.59.
Mercury Police Car was only produced in white,
with a cream interior, unpainted base and grille, and

a pair of red flashers. The interior was diftferent from

the civilian Commuter, and had traffic cones and other

equipment in the rear. The only variations relate to
the stickers. Early examples have a shield logo which

was carried over from the earlier police car, while later

examples have an unusual orange and yellow design
on the bonnet and sides (although the side labels were
soon deleted to cut costs).

HELLRAISER

Charting the evolution of
the Matchbox Superfast
range during the Lesney
years, from 1969 to 1982.

of Lesney. It was a fairly awkward-looking roadster,

-~ with its mix of sweeping, curved fenders and angular
~ windscreen and roll bar. A huge V8 engine was
" mounted on the rear. It was initially painted white,

with a bare metal base, red two-seater interior, and
had a stars and stripes decal on the nose. In 1978, this

. was changed to metallic blue with silver painted base
- and an off-white interior.

FORD CORTINA

Production: 1975-79

Catalogue: 1976-79

Box Styles: J

While not a particularly inspired design, Hellraiser
was most notable for one thing, it was the last of the
bizarre hot rods in the 1-75 range under the watch

~ Production: 1979-82

~ Catalogue: 1980-82

 Box Styles: L

~ The Ford Cortina was the top-selling car in Britain,
50 it was a natural choice to be included in the 1-75
range.

The model was based on a mid-range 1600GL

version of the final Cortina MkV. It is a good, instantly
-~ recognisable replica, with opening front doors and a
- towing hook to give it plenty of play value.

[t was 1nitially painted metallic lime green with a

red interior, plus a bare metal base and grille. It was
changed to metallic red with cream interior in 1981,
~and then to metallic gold with black GT stripes for
the 1982 catalogue.

The same year, this latest version could be found

in the Two Packs series as part of TP-28 Cortina and
- Caravan. B
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>4 COLLECTING DINKY

TOP VINTAGE MODEL

DTCA Chairman, Michael Driver, picks another vintage favourite from Dinky...

\VVolvo

oday there are many cars on

the road and sometimes it 1s
difficult to recognise the maker
as many appear to be the same
shape or style. They just become saloons or
SUV’s and you have to look for the badge to
identify them. Of course, Jaguars, Mercedes,
Rolls-Royce, Bently and BMW's are easier
to spot. Another maker,Volvo, is also a little
easier to identify. The toy manufacturers have

produced models of all these real cars, and so
too have Dinky Toys, including their Volvo’s.
The Dinky Toys Volvo 1800s was
introduced in February 1966 with the model
number 116.The model 1s in red or metallic
dark red. The Meccano Magazine that month
has an inside back page advert of a white
car and a Chris Jelly report which states
that “The Dinky Toy version, too 1s a top-
quality sports car in the die-cast modelling
world, and has many fascinating features. In
fact it incorporates almost all Dinky Toys’
special features yet invented. For example,
it ‘sports’ an opening bonnet, covering a
detailed plated engine, an opening boot and
opening doors, plus Prestomatic steering,
4-wheel suspension, wire wheels and plated
radiator and bumpers. Also fitted are jewelled
headlamps, number plates, windows, seats
and steering wheel. The backs of the seats tip
forward to allow access to the rear. Finished

TOP Dinky Toys Volvo 1880s N0.116 in red with
white interior.

ABOVE Dinky Toys Volvo 1880s N0.116 in
metallic red with light blue seats contained in
its plastic boX. Image: Vectis Auctions

in all-over white with red interior”.
The model 1s illustrated in the 1966

Dinky Toys Catalogue and it is in white

so presumably the article reference and

this were to the pre-production model.
The released red version has a white plastic
interior and the metallic red one has a light
blue interior. Both models had wire wheels
and came in the rigid plastic boxes with the

The Dinky Toys Collectors’ Association

The later Dinky Toys cars with the added features
have now become more collectable and appear
at times in the DTCA Journal with pictures. If you
would like to find out more details or join, then
visit the website at www.dtcawebsite.com.

Max sm”ﬂﬂ'ph

card insert identitying the
model. It was deleted in 1971.

Also, 1n 1971 the model was re-1ssued but
as a Dinky Kit number 1002. It came 1n an
illustrated folded card with plastic packs and
contained yellow paint before it was deleted

i 1975,

The real Volvo 1800 arrived in the 1960’
and was more a GT car than a sports car. It
had a top speed of over 100mph and featured
a four-speed manual gearbox or a three-
speed overdrive gearbox for the four-cylinder
engine. The original steel bodies came from
Pressed Steel in Scotland with these being
then sent to Jensen in West Bromwich. Other

parts came from Sweden to complete the
cars. [t was not a good arrangement and from
1964 the cars were manufactured in Volvo’s
Lundby Plant in Gothenburg, Sweden and
were then designated as 1800s with the °s’” for
Sweden. A later design in 1972 incorporated
a hatch back as an estate and the model’s
ceased production in 1973.

The car was made famous in the TV series
The Saint and was driven by Roger Moore.
[n the series this car was white so perhaps
the white Dinky Toys version described
earlier in the review was inspired by this

car as someone had seen the series — just a
thought. ¥
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AUCTIONS

SALE RESULTS

FOLLOW US AT @ccofgh X @CollectorClubGB CollectorsCIubOfGreatBrltam » CollectorsClubofGB

From collectables of the future to old favourites, online auctions will always
manage to produce some interesting finds... and occasionally, even more
amazing prices! We visit auction houses and sites for this month's results.

M Item: OOC Corgi Dublin Bus Wright Eclipse M Item: Tekno Saab 96 M Item: Tekno Ford Taunus “Empera”
Gemini condition: mint with original complete box Condition: mint with original complete box,
Condition: missing its mirrors and showing Sold for: £514 (7 bids) a great example
other damage, also no certificate Sold for: £440 (22 bids)

Sold for:£262 (26 bids)

crazy dragsters

M Item: WSI Scania T Cab Ryan Gorrett D&F M Item: Tri-ang Minic Vauxhall Victor B Item: Mattel Hot Wheels Redline Zowees gift
Super Cranes Ltd Condition: good lightly play worn and set (1972)
Condition: model is new and mint, only ever contained within original box 1 of 20 condition: mint and still attached to their
been removed from the box for pictures Sold for: £304 (21 bids) black original thread inside the inner plinth
sold for: £385 (12 bids) - Sold for: £280 (28 bids)

M Item: Corgi Gift Set 41 Transporter Set with M Item: Hot Wheels Kool Kombi (2015 LA M Item: Dinky Toys No0.103 Captain Scarlet

6 cars Convention) Spectrum Patrol Car

condition: excellent with only an odd mark, Condition: mint, brand new and unopened, condition: mint in original blister packaging,
outer box is solid and complete number 01361 of 2000 which shows some discoloration

sold for: £630 (27 bids) Sold for: £300 (6 bids) sold for: £233 (21 bids)

February 2025 « www.ccofgh.co.uk i




>4 AUCTIONS

SALE RESULTS

FOLLOW US AT

B Dinky Supertoys N0.972
20 Ton Lorry Mounted Crane,
overall good, good plus, chipping
to raised edges, boxed, rubbing,
small tears, staining to box,
missing box inserts. Sold for
£15, Sheffield Auction Gallery,
November.

B Dinky N0.984 Car Carrier
and Trailer, red/grey, appears
complete/unbroken, overall
condition fair. Sold for £30,

Sheffield Auction Gallery,
November.

B Dinky Supertoys No0.983 Car
Carrier with Trailer, red/grey,
unbroken overall good plus, very
good, some chipping to edges
noted and would benefit from

a clean, boxed, tears, staining,
crushing to box lid, one insert
noted. Sold for £90, Sheffield
Auction Gallery, November.

B Dinky ‘Aeroflow’ N0.30a,
cream with large with tyres,
separate castings for grill and
bumpers, overall good. Sold for

£30, Sheffield Auction Gallery,
November.

(0) @ccofgh

X @cCollectorClubGB |

~ H Dinky N0.905 Foden Flat

- Truck with Chains, overall very
. good, some chipping to raised

. edges, unboxed. Sold for £20,

~ Sheffield Auction Gallery,

. November.

~ H Dinky Supertoys N0.972 20
~ Ton Mounted Crane ‘Coles’,
~ overall very good plus, boxed, late
~ picture box/plastic wheel version,
~ with correct ‘Stamped’ top and _
. bottom inserts, staining to box lid.
~ Sold for £25, Sheffield Auction
~ Gallery, November.

M Dinky Supertoys N0.512 1st
 Type Guy Flat Truck, brown

~ cab/green back, overall good
plus, some chipping to raised

~ edges, marks to flat truck, boxed,
.~ retail sticker to box, hard to

- find colourway. Sold for £55,

. Sheffield Auction Gallery,

. November

~ H Dinky Toys No0.665 Honest

~ John Missile Launcher, appears

~ unbroken with rocket, overall very
- good plus, some ‘Melt’ to wheels,
- boxed, no inserts. Sold for £38,

~ Sheffield Auction Gallery,

. November.

N Dmky Supertoys NO0.666

~ Missile Erector Vehicles with
Corporal Missile and Launching
~ Platform, launcher excellent,

~ trailer excellent, missile good,

~ rubbing to transfers, boxed,

. missing instructions and top

~ inserts. Sold for £60, Sheffield

. Auction Gallery, November.

DINKY SUPERTOYS

CAMION MILTTAIRE BROCE'WAY
A Fa

B French Dinky Supertoys

~ No.884 Military Brockway with
- Pontoon Bridge, and two boats,

overall very good, slight marks

~ to black metal areas, staining to
~ boats, boxed with instructions.

~ Sold for £65, Sheffield Auction
_ Gallery, November.

~ H Corgi Toys N0.1127 Simon
Snorkel Fire Engine, overall good ~ Saloon, light green/green, overall
- plus, very good, appears complete
~and working, some chipping to

~raised edges, boxed, with insert,
.~ no instructions significant wear to
- box lid. Sold for £20, Sheffield

~ Auction Gallery, November.

Bl Corgi The Aviation Archive
~ #AA38408 Diecast Model
- Bristol Blenheim MK.1 L6739

(G-BPIV), The Imperial War

. Museum, Duxford Airfield, 2015,

~ Certified No. 0460 of 1000, Boxed.
~ Sold for £20, Sheffield Auction

. Gallery, November.

ColIectorscIubOfGreatBrltam » CollectorsClubofGB

~ W Original Corgi No.803 Beatles
~ Yellow Submarine, overall good,
. appears complete and working.

~ Sold for £30, Sheffield Auction

. Gallery, November.

- S ‘GLO- WORM" DAAGSTER
Y WNTEZLNEESLS

H Corgi Toys No0.163 Santa Pod

‘Glo-Worm’ Dragster (Capri),

overall very good, boxed. Sold for
~ £35, Sheffield Auction Gallery,
.~ November.

M Original Corgi Toys No0.224
. Bentley Continental Sports

- very good plus, chip to rear wheel
~arch noted, boxed, spare wheel

_ intact. Sold for £40, Sheffield

. Auction Gallery, November.

W Dinky Toys 162 Ford Zephyr

- Saloon, two-tone cream and

. green, silver trim and light beige

- rigid hubs. Good plus still a bright
. example in a good yellow and red
~ carded picture box with correct

. colour spot. Sold for £35, Vectis
. Auctions, December.
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B Dinky Toys 156 Rover 75
saloon, two-tone green, silver
trim and rigid hubs with white
smooth tyres. Good plus bright
example in a good yellow and red
carded picture box with correct
colour spot. Sold for £90, Vectis
Auctions, December.

B Dinky Toys 195 Jaguar 3.4
Saloon, cream body, red interior,
silver trim and spun hubs.
Excellent overall (couple of minor
chips), good plus yellow and red
carded picture box. Sold for £50,
Vectis Auctions, December.

M Dinky Toys 107 Sunbeam
Alpine Sports, cerise body, grey
interior with figure, silver trim and
light beige rigid hubs and racing
No.34. Good including yellow

and red carded picture box with
correct colour spot. Sold for £30,
Vectis Auctions, December.
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. H Dinky Toys 185 Alfa Romeo
1900 Super Sprint, yellow body,
- red interior, silver trim and spun

- hubs. Good including yellow

- and red carded picture box with

. correct colour spot. Sold for £45,
~ Vectis Auctions, December.

. H Dinky Toys 120 Jaguar Type
 E, red body, cream interior and

~ tonneau, silver trim, spun hubs

. (without detectable hood).

. Excellent overall in a good plus

- yellow and red carded picture

. box. Sold for £60, Vectis

~ Auctions, December.

. H Dinky Toys 166 Sunbeam

. Rapier, two-tone turquoise and
. blue, silver trim and spun hubs.

- Good plus lovely bright example
- in a good yellow and red carded
. picture box with correct colour

. spot. Sold for £60, Vectis

_ Auctions, December.

M Dinky Toys 157 Jaguar Xk 120

~ H Dinky Toys 112 Austin Healey
~ Sprite, red body, cream interior,

Sports, two-tone yellow and grey
iIncluding rigid hubs, silver trim.

Good plus lovely bright example in - silver trim and spun hubs. Good

 plus in a good yellow and red
. carded picture box. Sold for £50,
Vectis Auctions, December:

a fair to good (complete) yellow
and red carded picture box with
correct colour spot. Sold for £90,
Vectis Auctions, December.

M Dinky Toys 197 Morris Mini
Traveller, off white, yellow
interior, silver trim spun hubs.
Good plus in a good yellow and
red carded picture box. Sold for
£70, Vectis Auctions, December.

 H Dinky Toys 194 Bentley

~ Coupe, grey body, red interior
- with figure, light beige tonneau,

- chrome trim and spun hubs.

- Good plus lovely bright example

- including yellow and red carded

~ picture box. Sold for £35, Vectis
. Auctions, December.

. H Dinky Toys 154 Hillman

- Minx, tan body, silver trim, light

~ beige rigid hubs (small baseplate
~ lettering). Good plus to excellent,
~ ina good plus yellow and red

- carded picture box with correct

- colour spot. Sold for £80, Vectis
~ Auctions, December

~ mDinky Toys 173 Nash

. Rambler, turquoise body, maroon
~ side flashes, silver trim and grey

- rigid hubs with white treaded

.~ tyres. Good plus to excellent

- including yellow and red carded

~ picture box. Sold for £40, Vectis
~ Auctions, December.

~ E Dinky Toys 172 Studebaker
. Land cruiser, blue body, silver

- trim, light beige rigid hubs.

- Good plus lovely bright example
.~ including yellow and red carded
. picture box with correct colour
. spot. Sold for £120, Vectis

~ Auctions, December:

~ H Dinky Toys 258 “USA Police”

~ Car Ford Fairlane, black body,

~ ivory interior, red roof light, aerial,
.~ silver trim and spun hubs. Good

- plus with yellow and red carded

~ picture box. Sold for £70, Vectis
~ Auctions, December.

.‘i"ﬂﬁ
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~ H Dinky Toys 258 “USA Police”

- Car Dodge Royal Sedan, black

- body, ivory interior, red roof light,

~ aerial, silver trim and spun hubs.

- Good plus in a fair yellow and red
- carded picture box. Sold for £35,
. Vectis Auctions, December.

~ H Dinky Toys 191 Dodge Royal
- Sedan, cream body, rear side

~ flashes, silver trim, spun hubs

- with white treaded tyres. Good

- plus in a yellow and red carded

~ picture box. Sold for £70, Vectis
~ Auctions, December.

. H Dinky Toys 138 Hillman Imp

~ Saloon, light metallic green, red

~ interior, silver trim, spun hubs and
- correct luggage case. Excellent in
aexcellent yellow and red carded
.~ picture box. Sold for £50, Vectis
~ Auctions, December.

. H Dinky Toys 268 Renault

~ Dauphine Minicab, red, silver

. trim, spun hubs. Good to good

- plus in fair (complete) yellow and

. red carded picture box. Sold for

~ £45, Vectis Auctions, December

~ E Dinky Toys 159 Morris Oxford
~ Saloon, two-tone cerise and

~ cream, light beige rigid hubs,

-~ silver trim. Good plus (small chip

~ on side door pillar) in a good

- yellow and red carded picture

- box with correct colour spot.

~ Sold for £100, Vectis Auctions,

. December.

. H Dinky Toys 178 Plymouth

~ Plaza, two-tone blue, silver trim

- and spun hubs with white treaded
.~ tyres. Good plus to excellent

~ bright example including plain

~ yellow and red carded box.

. Sold for £80, Vectis Auctions,

. December.
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M Dinky Toys 281 Fiat 2300
Station Wagon “Pathe News”,
black body, red interior, cast
detailed hubs, with cameraman
and camera. Good plus including
yellow and red carded picture
box. Sold for £100, Vectis
Auctions, December.

B French Dinky 557 Citroen
Ami 6, drab green body with pale
green roof, red interior, silver trim
and concave hubs. Good plus to
excellent in a good plus carded
picture box. Sold for £60, Vectis
Auctions, December.

H Corgi Toys 301 Triumph

TR2 Sports car, cream body,

red seats, silver trim and flat
spun hubs. Good including blue
carded box. Sold for £70, Vectis
Auctions, December.

. M Corgi Toys 224 Bentley :
~ Continental Sports Saloon, two-
. tone green, red interior, chrome
- trim and spun hubs without

~ spare wheel. Good in a fair blue
- and yellow carded picture box.

~ Sold for £30, Vectis Auctions,
. December.

M Corgi Toys 216 Austin A40

- Saloon, light blue body, dark

- blue roof, silver trim and spun

~ hubs. Good plus bright example

- including blue and yellow carded
.~ picture box. Sold for £60, Vectis
~ Auctions, December.

M Corgi Toys 327 MGB GT, red

. body, pale blue interior, chrome

~ trim and wire wheels. Good

~ (without luggage case) in a good

~ plus blue and yellow carded

~ picture box. Sold for £40, Vectis
_ Auctions, December.

H Corgi Toys 319 Lotus Elan

white interior, chrome detachable
chassis with cast hubs. Good plus

carded picture box. Sold for £50,
Vectis Auctions, December.

H Corgi Toys 224 Bentley
Continental Sports Saloon, two-
tone black and silver, red interior,
chrome trim and spun hubs with
correct spare wheel. Good plus
iIncluding blue and yellow carded
picture box. Sold for £35, Vectis
Auctions, December.

H Corgi Toys 236 Austin A60
Coupe, blue body, white hood, off = “motor School” Car, light blue

~ body, red interior and roof turning
~ disc, silver trim and side flashes,
in a good (grubby) blue and yellow : SPun hubs. Good plus in a fair

- to good blue and yellow carded

. picture box. Sold for £35, Vectis

Auctions, December.

W Corgi Toys 307 Jaguar Type

~ E Sports Car, plum body and

~ detachable hood, silver trim, spun
~ hubs. Good still a bright example

~ including blue and yellow carded

~ picture box. Sold for £40, Vectis
. Auctions, December.

. W Corgi Toys 328 Hillman Imp

~ "Rallye Monte Carlo”, blue

- body, white side flashes, off white
_ interior, silver trim, spun hubs and
- racing N0.107. Excellent overall

~ (couple of small marks including

~ base) in a good plus blue and

- yellow carded picture box. Sold
 for £170, Vectis Auctions,
 December

M Corgi Toys 218 Aston Martin
 DB4, red body, lemon interior,

-~ silver trim, spun hubs. Good to

~ good plus in a good plus blue

~ and yellow carded picture box.

. Sold for £60, Vectis Auctions,

. December.

~ H Corgi Toys 440 Ford Consul

~ Cortina Super Estate Car, blue
 body wood effect side and rear

~ panels, off white interior, chrome
- trim and spun hubs. Good plus to
. excellent (some small chips on

~ upper side edge) in a good plus

. blue and yellow carded picture

~ box (missing inner carded tray
~and accessories). Sold for £40,

~ Vectis Auctions, December

~ H Corgi Toys 324 Marcos 1800
~ GT, off white body with green

~ stripes, red interior, wire wheels
~and racing No.4 Labels applied.

~ Good plus lovely bright example
~including blue and yellow carded
~ picture box. Sold for £35, Vectis
. Auctions, December.

W Corgi Toys 158 Lotus-Climax

. Racing Car, two-tone orange and
~ white, figure driver, cast hubs.

- Good plus in carded picture box

~ with correct large instruction/

~ collectors club leaflet. Sold for

. £30, Vectis Auctions, December

. B WSI Models 1/50 Scale,

- 02-2953, Iveco S-Way AS High

. 6X2 Twin Steer + Curtain Side

~ Trailer — 3 Axle, “Nicholls”,

- boxed. Although unchecked for

. completeness condition generally
~ appears to be excellent in a

. good box. Sold for £80, Vectis

~ Auctions, December.

. H WSI Models 1/50 Scale, 02-
2898, Volvo FH5 GLOB 6x2 Twin
~ Steer + Curtain Side Trailer - 3
 Axle, “Owens”, boxed. Although
- unchecked for completeness

~ condition generally appears to be
. excellent in a good box. Sold for

. £90, Vectis Auctions, December

. W WSI Models 1/50 Scale,

- 02-2986, Scania S Highline |

~ CS20H 6x2 Twin Steer + Curtain
- Side Trailer - 3 Axle, “"Hayton

- Coulthard”, boxed. Although

- unchecked for completeness

- condition generally appears to be
. excellent in a good box. Sold for

. £90, Vectis Auctions, December

W WSI Models 1/50 Scale,

- 01-3212, Vlastuin Torpedo 8x4

- Wrecker, “Vang Auto-Service

~ AS”, boxed. Although unchecked
- for completeness condition

- generally appears to be excellent
~in a good box. Sold for £110,

. Vectis Auctions, December
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B WSI Models 1/50 Scale,
02-2465, Scania S Highline |

CS20H 6x2 Twin Steer + Curtain

Side Trailer - 3 Axle, “Olivers
Transport”, boxed. Although
unchecked for completeness
condition generally appears to be
excellent in a good box. Sold for

B WSI Models 1/50 Scale,
02-2842, MB Actros MP5 Big
Space 6x2 Twin Steer + Reefer
Trailer - 3 Axle, “Huntapac”,
boxed. Although unchecked for
completeness condition generally
appears to be excellent in a

good box. Sold for £80, Vectis
Auctions, December.

B WSI Models 1/50 Scale,
02-2976, Scania S Highline |

CS20H 6x2 Twin Steer + Curtain

Side Trailer - 3 Axle, “MKT
Logistics”, boxed. Although
unchecked for completeness
condition generally appears to be
excellent in a good box. Sold for

£70, Vectis Auctions, December.

B WSI Models 1/50 Scale, 01-
2173, Volvo F12 5X2 Twin Steer
+ Curtain Side Trailer - 3 Axle,
“Trevor Pye”, boxed. Although
unchecked for completeness
condition generally appears to be
excellent in a good box. Sold for

£90, Vectis Auctions, December.

1/50 Scale,
Mercedes-
Benz Actros
Gigaspace,
“Pollock”,
Although
unchecked for
completeness condition generally
appears to be excellentin a

good box. Sold for £80, Vectis
Auctions, December.

POLLOCK

B IMC Models

W IMC Models 1/50 Scale,

- Kingdom Phantom “Robert
£70, Vectis Auctions, December.  Summers”, Although unchecked
~ for completeness condition

~ generally appears to be excellent
. in a good box. Sold for £90,

Vectis Auctions, December.

W Brooklin 1947 cadillac

~ Series 62 Sedanet BRK105X

. anniversary model, limited

~ edition 1-999. Although

- unchecked for completeness

~ condition appears excellent to

 near mint within excellent box.
. Sold for £30, Vectis Auctions,
. December.

B Brooklin Models,
International Police Vehicles
IPV 10 1951 Ford Fordor

. near mint with accessories within
~ excellent Plus to near mint box.
 Sold for £40, Vectis Auctions,
 December:

W Brooklin Models,

_ International Police Vehicles

- IPV 11 1949 Oldsmobile 88

. Rocket “C.H.P.” Condition

~ appears near mint complete with
~ accessories within excellent plus
~ to near mint box. Sold for £30,

~ Vectis Auctions, December.

~ E Brooklin Models, The

. Brooklin Collection BRK.50

- 1948 Chevrolet Fleetline Aero
- Sedan. Condition appears near

. mint (complete) within excellent
- to near mint box. Sold for £20,

~ Vectis Auctions, December.

BROOKLIN

M | ErrTabe ~aan

KENNA MODELS ™®

Clrriifiounde of « Tatlvenidedty

~ m Kenna Models, a boxed 157

~ Austin Countryman (green).

~ Condition appears near mint

. complete with accessories within
- good plus to excellent box.

~ Sold for £70, Vectis Auctions,

. December

~ m Brooklin Models, The Brooklin | M Gem & Cobwebs, a Milestone

- Collection BRK.172X 1937

~ Lincoln Le Baron Convertible

- Sedan B.C.C. 2013 Club Special
- 25th Anniversary (White) 1

~ of 150. Condition appears near

~ mint complete with figures and

. accessories within excellent to

. near mint box. Sold for £70,

. Vectis Auctions, December.

- GC68 "33 Jaguar SS2 Cream/
~ Green. Condition appears near
. mint (complete) within good to
- good plus box. Sold for £45,
~ Vectis Auctions, December:

~ H Corgi Toys, a boxed 1101

~ "Carrimore” Car Transporter.

~ Although unchecked for

~ completeness condition appears
- good to good plus within poor

.~ to fair box. Sold for £70, Vectis
. Auctions, December.

| N - _'_'-__'I.".'J'::_.; 4 e 'I.I-'E*'-' __#

. H A boxed Corgi Toys #345

~ MGB GT Competition Model.

- The model with yellow body,

. black bonnet, tailgate, with black
. suitcase appears to be in good

| ~ to very good condition with

. H Brooklin Models, The Brooklin
~ Collection BRK.146x 1933 Stutz
~ DV-32 Victoria Convertible

. B.C.C. Special 2009 1 of 175.

~ Condition appears near mint

. complete with accessories within
_ excellent plus to near mint box.

~ Sold for £60, Vectis Auctions,
 December.

some minor marks. The model

~ sits within a fair plus to good

~ blue and yellow picture box with
. pen annotations and storage

. wear. Sold for £50, British Toy
. Auctions, December.

. H A boxed Corgi Toys # 218

. Aston Martin DB4. The model

~ in primrose yellow with boidy

- vent, red interior flat spun hubs
with decals applied appears to

. be in very good condition on the
. whole with some paint loss and

. chipping mainly around both

. bumpers and headlight area.

- The blue and yellow picture box

~ appears excellent, and the model
. comes with part used wheel decal
. sheet. Sold for £30, British Toy
. Auctions, December.
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B A boxed Corgi Toys #73
Massey-Ferguson ‘165" Tractor
with saw attachment. Item
appears to be in excellent
condition and housed in a very
good-excellent box. Sold for £80,
British Toy Auctions, December.

B A boxed Dinky Toys #353
U.F.O Shado 2 Mobile ‘UFO’.
ltem shows some minor paint
wear and is missing its missile
accessory but appear to be in
overall good-very good condition.
Item is housed in a good-very
good box with some storage
wear. Sold for £90, British Toy
Auctions, December.

B A boxed Dinky Toys #351
U.F.O Interceptor from ‘UFO".
Iltem appear to be in excellent
condition and comes with missile
accessory. Iltem is displayed on a
very good card inner and housed
In a very good outer box with
some storage wear. Iltem not
checked for completeness. Sold
for £170, British Toy Auctions,
December.

B A boxed Dinky Toys Captain
Scarlet Maximum Security
Vehicle #105. The model appears
In very good condition with only

a few minor marks and still has
ItS crate load. The box has a torn
end flap and is pierced on the

top from the aerial. Sold for £75,
British Toy Auctions, December.

~ H A boxed Corgi James Bond

. Moonraker Space Shuttle

. #649. The models appear mint

. on a very good inner card. The

~ outer box is damaged and torn in
. several places and the window

.~ is split. Sold for £45, British Toy
~ Auctions, December.

. H A boxed Dinky Toys #357

- Klingon Battle Cruiser from

- 'Star Trek'. Item appears to be in
.~ very good-excellent condition and
~ contains shooting discs. Housed

~ in a very good box; some minor

. wear. Sold for £35, British Toy

. Auctions, December.

H A rare
' MATCH vintage
@ "% Ep | 1960s
@ “&" Bs  Matchbox
S aseSE | shop counter
BRSNS clectrical
| t B rotating
R o eccures
e approximately
| N 54 cm high
. N and can hold

up to 80 cars.

.~ Item appears to be in overall very
- good condition; would benefit a

~ clean. Sold for £200, British Toy
~ Auctions, December.

A
vintage

i.l.i.- .

75 Shop
Wall
Display
Unit with
space
for 77 x

oo eiaiel
J * | |

Measures

~ approx 74cm x 61cm. It has a

. few chips around the edge and
~asplit on one side but appears

.~ in fair to good overall condition,

. would benefit from cleaning. Sold
. for £55, British Toy Auctions,

. December.

Matchbox

models. It

M Britains set 1448 Army Staff

~ Car, 1st version with driver
 and passenger, dark green

~ finish, white rubber tyres in

.~ original illustrated box. Condition

~ excellent, box very good-good.

_ Sold for £220, C&T Auctioneers,
. December.

~ H A boxed limited edition

- (999/1000) Mettoy MT00106

~ tinplate clockwork London

~ Country Bus reissued by Corgi.
. The model comes with key

. and appears to be in near mint

~ condition with certificate and
 leaflet. Sold for £28, British Toy
~ Auctions, December.

~ H A 1/18 scale diecast model

-~ of a Ford GT Concept by

~ Paul's Model Art of Germany,

.~ distributed by The Beanstalk

- Group, M, USA, very godd to

~ excellent in a very good window
. box. Sold for £28, British Toy

~ Auctions, December.

. H A boxed diecast #287 Police
~ Accident Unit. The vehicle
~appears in very good condition

. with some minor signs of use.

~ Vehicle contains 3 traffic cones

.~ and 2 signs. Housed in a fair box;
. missing both end flaps. Sold

. for £25, British Toy Auctions,
 December

M Britains set 1413 Mobile

~ Police Car with Driver and

. Passenger, mid-green finish,

- white rubber tyres in original

-~ illustrated box. Condition very

- good, box good. Sold for £520,
. C&T Auctioneers, December.

~ M Britains set 1321 Crossley

. Armoured Car, khaki finish,

. metal tyres in original box.

~ Condition good, box good-fair.

. Sold for £150, C&T Auctioneers,
 December.

. Police Car with Driver and

. Passenger, light brown finish,

~ white rubber tyres in original
illustrated box. Condition very

. g00d, right front wheel housing
. flaked, box good-fair. Sold

~ for £260, C&T Auctioneers,

. December.

~ M Britains Farm set 127F

- Fordson Major Tractor, spudded
. metal wheels with driver in

. original colour illustrated box with
- 135F Disc Harrow and 138F four

. furrow tractor plough. Condition

.~ excellent, driver good, box good,

. corner of lid split. Sold for £80,

. C&T Auctioneers, December.
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B Matchbox Regular Wheels
No.3a Cement Mixer, Displays
good with some signs of wear, in
a good ‘script’ box. Sold for £22,
M&M Specialist Auctioneers,
December.

B Matchbox Regular Wheels
No. 4c Triumph Motorcycle &
Sidecar, metallic blue. Displays
very good, the odd minor sign
of wear. In fair to good box.
Sold for £36, M&M Specialist
Auctioneers, December.

B Matchbox Superfast No.41a
Ford GT, metallic bronze with a
green base. Generally displays
very good, decals with some
marks. In very good box. Sold
for £20, M&M Specialist
Auctioneers, December.

B Matchbox Superfast No.7b
Hairy Hustler, metallic orange
with a black base. Generally
displays excellent, little sign

of wear, in excellent box. Sold
for £14, M&M Specialist
Auctioneers, December.

B Matchbox Superfast No.8b
Ford Mustang Wildcat Dragster,
pink with a yellow base. Displays
good to very good, in very good

to excellent box. Sold for £20,

M&M Specialist Auctioneers,
December.

. H Matchbox Regular Wheels

. No.7a Horsedrawn Milk Float,
. white crates, orange figure.

~ Displays excellent with little sign
- of wear, in excellent original box.
~ Sold for £50, M&M Specialist

. Auctioneers, December.

. H Matchbox Regular Wheels
- No.20a ERF Dropside Lorry,
 maroon, with silver trim. Displays
- excellent with little sign of

- wear, in excellent B type box.

~ Sold for £40, M&M Specialist
~ Auctioneers, December.

W Matchbox Regular Wheels

. No.18a Caterpillar Bulldozer.

. Displays excellent with little sign
- of wear, in good to very good box.
. Sold for £50, M&M Specialist
~ Auctioneers, December

~ H Matchbox Regular Wheels

. No.48a Speedboat and Trailer.
~ Displays excellent with little

. sign of wear, in excellent box.

~ Sold for £50, M&M Specialist
. Auctioneers, December

~ ® Matchbox Regular Wheels
- No.56a Peardrax Trolleybus.

_ Displays excellent with little

- sign of wear, in excellent box.

. Sold for £40, M&M Specialist
~ Auctioneers, December.

W Matchbox Regular Wheels

- No.60a Morris Pickup, SPW,

~ displays excellent with little

- sign of wear, in very good box.

~ Sold for £45, M&M Specialist
~ Auctioneers, December.

~ E Matchbox Regular Wheels

. No.70a Ford Thames Estate

~ Car. Displays excellent with little
~ sign of wear, in excellent box.

~ Sold for £50, M&M Specialist

~ Auctioneers, December

~ H Matchbox Regular Wheels
 No.41b Jaguar D-Type. Displays
- mostly excellent with little

. sign of wear, in excellent box.

~ Sold for £85, M&M Specialist

~ Auctioneers, December.

 m Matchbox Regular Wheels

. No.55a DUKW. Displays

~ excellent with little sign of wear,
-~ in excellent box. Sold for £50,

. M&M Specialist Auctioneers,

. December.

. H Matchbox Regular Wheels

~ No.35a ERF Horsebox. Displays
 mostly excellent with little sign of
~ wear, in good box. Sold for £45,
. M&M Specialist Auctioneers,

. December.

~ H Corgi No.314 Ferrari

~ Berlinetta 250 Le Mans. Red,

~ wire hubs, RN4. Displays good to

.~ very good with some minor marks
- of wear, in good original box.

~ Sold for £45, M&M Specialist

~ Auctioneers, December.

~ H Corgi No.154 Ferrari Formula
~ One Racing Car. Red, chrome

. hubs, RN36. Displays good with

~ minor marks throughout, in

- good original box. Sold for £30,

. M&M Specialist Auctioneers,

. December

W Corgi No.155 Lotus Climax

~ One Racing Car. Green, chrome
~ hubs, RN1. Displays fair to good,
. damage to windscreen, in very

. good original box. Sold for £26,
. M&M Specialist Auctioneers,

~ December.

. M Corgi No.330 Porsche Carrera
6. White, red, blue. RN60. Displays
. mostly very good to excellent

~ with the odd minor sign of wear,

~ in good to very good original box.

. Sold for £50, M&M Specialist

. Auctioneers, December.
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>4 COLLECTING COMMUNITY

YOUR MODELS

FOLLOW US AT (o) @ccofgh '« @CollectorClubGB f CollectorsClubOfGreatBritain » CollectorsClubofGB

v Chris Gray

Here are a couple of photographs of my collection (though one corner of the room is missing that is full of
Vanguards!). A good 80% of the collection are restored Corgi, Dinky, Matchbox etc which at one time was all
that | collected. Then Hotwheels and Mustangs caught my eye so a big section of room is given over to them,
and of course the new Corgi collection had to be added! There must be well over a thousand models in the
room now and it all started at a car boot fair when | found a Corgi Capri beaten up and | restored it.

+ Trevor Lawrence

| have some 1960s Matchbox in my collection that survived
my childhood, | then began collecting again in the 1990s
when | found a 1/50 Corgi Burlingham Seagull coach in

a model shop. My dream would be a room full of 1/18
American cars of the 1950s and 60s. | love big, heavy models
full of detall a bit like the dealer promotion models found in
American car showrooms back then. Unfortunately space
and finance don't allow it.

| have a liking for Scammell’s (my Dad worked in the
factory) and classic buses and coaches as they were part
of childhood day trips to the seaside. | can still feel the heat
from the big, fat coach tyres after a trip from Watford to
Brighton.

| buy some diecast models to restore but I'm not interested
In replicating history, so | paint them in new colours that |
would have liked Corgl and/or Dinky to have made... | like to
have something different!

Favourites in my collection would be the Matchbox Dinky
59 Cadillac Coupe de Ville and the ERTL Texaco 39 Dodge
Airflow Money Bank. Both come in super packaging. Here's
a sample of my restorations too: a Matchbox Super Kings
Scammell, a Matchbox Mighty Antar Transporter, a Dinky
Austin van and a Crescent Toys Mercedes 2.5 litre.
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4+ Raffaele Marzano

My collection began in 1989 when my wife gave
me a model of the Brumm for our first wedding
anniversary... It was a thunderbolt. Since then
there has been a mad rush to add models to

the collection. The theme is the history of the
automobile, with particular attention to the great
races (24h of Le Mans, Monte Carlo Rally, Mille
Miglia, Targa Florio etc.), the Land Speed Record
and the thousand curiosities that dot the world
of the automobile. There are over 800 car brands
present in the collection, made up of around 300
model manufacturers. Naturally the lion's share
IS glven by Porsche and Ferrari but there IS no
shortage of long-gone houses such as Peerless,
Gordon Keeble, Bizzarrini, Intermeccanica, Riley. There is no shortage with around 400 trucks, 150 buses and
200 tractors. Furthermore, particular attention was paid to the famous Italian and French coachbuilders.
The collection has approximately 15,500 pieces, photographed and catalogued with a database of my own
production, of which 98% are in ‘Mint Boxed’ condition. | never look for collectible rarities but for models
where the original had significant historical importance. | hope soon to be able to host the collection in a
dedicated space.

Send us a photo and a little bit about your collection for your chance to
be included and win a brand new diecast model worth at least £10*.

Submit yours to CollectingEditorial@warnersgroup.co.uk. / =zs
*Ts&Cs Apply - Not affiliated with any manufacturer. See https://ccofgb.uk/submityourcollection for details. =~ ™ ™ (

February 2025 « www.ccofgb.co.uk E




224 YOUR HOBBY

TOYFAIR TIMES

° JANUARY

e Walsall Wood, Transtar
Promotions, 01922 643385

e Midhurst, SRP Toy Fairs,
07739 998012/07498 912091

11 JANUARY

e York, Jim Corr, 07504 035955

e Brentwood, J & J Fairs,
01522 880383

12 JANUARY
e Bromley, SRP Toy Fairs,
07739 998012

14 JANUARY
e HoOK, Steve Clements, 01380
725322/07732 330305

19 JANUARY

 Newton Abbot, Ray Heard,
01823 480097

e Lincoln, J & J Fairs, 01522
880383

e Potters Bar, Joe Lock, 07866
641215

e Tenterden, SRP Toy Fairs,
07739 998012

e Wickham, Steve Clements,
01380 725322/07732 330305

26 JANUARY

e Shepton Mallet, Bulldog
Fairs, 07379 578083

e Port Sunlight, Jackson &
Jackson, 07967 681080

e Spalding, ) & J Fairs, 01522
880383

2 FEBRUARY

e Malvern, Bulldog Fairs,
07379 578083

e Gateshead, Jim Corr,
07504 035955

e Rayleigh, SRP Toy Fairs,
07739 998012

6 FEBRUARY
e Theydon Bois, Joe Lock,
07866 641215

8 FEBRUARY
e Musselburgh, Jim Corr,
07504 035955

YORK TOY, TRAIN & SCI-FI FAR

* 10.30am to 3pm. Over 250 tables, free parking ® 10 mins from Designer Outlet A19/A64 Junction
* Bus 415 ¢ Adults £4, Seniors & U16s £3. Early entry £7 from 8am.

TOY, TRAIN & SCI Fl FAIR
GATESHEAD STADIUM

Neilson Road, Gateshead, Tyne and Wear, NE10 OEN 10.30am-3pm

Sunday 2nd February

* Admission: Adults £4.00, Children/Senior Citizens £3.00, Early Bird £7
* Buy, sell and swap trains, diecast cars, buses and trucks, soldiers and more!
* Free parking, working exhibitions and cafe facilities

Interested in selling your collection or want a table to sell your stock?
Contact Jim on 07504 035955 or email: jim_corr73@hotmail.co.uk

9 FEBRUARY
e Kempton Park, R M Toys Ltd,
02392 262446/07957 823507

6 JANUARY

e Runcorn, British Toy Auctions,

01928 579032

13 JANUARY

e Runcorn, British Toy Auctions,

01928 579032

15 JANUARY
e Ashford, C & T Auctions,
01233 510050

16 JANUARY
e Sheffield, Sheffield Auction
Gallery, 0114 2816161

20 JANUARY

e Runcorn, British Toy Auctions,

01928 579032

22 JANUARY

e Warwick, Warwick & Warwick

Ltd, 01926 499031

Coiectors (lub

25 JANUARY
e Kings Langley, Excalibur
Auctions, 02036 330913

27 JANUARY
e Runcorn, British Toy Auctions,
01928 579032

28 JANUARY

e Newbury, Special Auction
Services, 01635 580595

3 FEBRUARY

e Runcorn, British Toy Auctions,
01928 579032

HOOK
Tuesday 14th January

Community Centre, Ravenscroft,
RG27 9NN 6.30pm - 8.30pm

WICKHAM
Sunday 19th January

Community Centre, Mill Lane,
PO17 5AL 10am-2pm

01380 725322 or
07732 330305
stevedevizes@aol.com

Go to www.ccofgb.co.uk

For all the latest collecting news, reviews,
In-depth articles and event dates!

Sign up today to receive your FREE newsletter!

TOY, TRAIN & SCI Fl FAIR
MUSSELBURGH SPORTS CENTRE

101 Newbigging, Musselburgh EH31 7AS ¢ 10.30am-3pm

Saturday 8th February

* Admission: Adults £4.00, Seniors/U16s £3.00, Early Bird Entry from 8am £7 Adults £4 Seniors.
* Buy, sell and swap trains, diecast cars, buses and trucks, soldiers and more!
* 6 miles from Edinburgh city centre ® Free parking, 200 tables and cafe facilities

Interested in selling your collection or want a table to sell your stock?
Contact Jim on 07504 035955 or email: jim_corr73@hotmail.co.uk

TOY, TRAIN & SCI Fl FAIR

NEW VENUE - BLACKPOOL SPORTS CENTRE
West Park Drive, Blackpool, Lancs. FY3 9HQ 10.30am-3pm

T T‘[T! TIT 1.;“ |

Saturday 5th April

Saturday 19th July

Saturday 25th October

* Admission: Adults £4.00, Children/Senior Citizens £3.00, Early Bird £7
e Buy, sell and swap trains, diecast cars, buses and trucks, soldiers and more!
* Free parking, working exhibitions and cafe facilities

Interested in selling your collection or want a table to sell your stock?
Contact Jim on 07504 035955 or email: jim_corr73@hotmail.co.uk

H www.ccofgb.co.uk e February 2025



CLASSIFIEDS

NORTH YORKSHIRE

2 Goodramgate

- :
M 0 n kB a r g:;;sr:;?;ﬁi?; York-YO1 7LQ

York Minster 01904 65942
Model Sho
Established 1963 P Open Monday - Saturday 9am - 5p

Diecast Planes - Diecast Cars & Buses
Model Railways - Plastic Kits - Scalextric

A MONK BAR MO, 00 W o

Corgi AA32629
1:72 scale Lancaster B.IlI
e RAF 617 Sgn

: 'j,J 3 ﬁﬁ ,—ﬂ& #:"'-"?";‘ Now in stock
Stncklsts nf Corgi Aviation, Collectables, Vanguards, OOC
Plus IXO Models, MCG, Oxford Diecast, W.Britain, Hobby Master, Siku & Britains

www.monkbarmodelshop.co.uk

Exquisite Line of Scale Models
ESVAL Available at your local model car store | View the full line of models

or at www.esvalmodels.com at www.esvalmodels.com

1951 GMC Series 100 1937 Humber Super Snipe 4 door 1936 Humber Super Snipe 4 door
5-window pickup saloon taxi saloon army staff car

1956 Chevrolet 210 1938 Humber Super Snipe 1937 Humber Super Snipe
Handyman wagon fire chief 4 door saloon taxi 4 door saloon police

1953 Allard K3 roadster 1933 Ford Model 18 roadster 1933 Ford Model 18 roadster

PRICE GUIDE: WE HELP PUT A VALUE ON YOUR COLLECTION!

T0Y COLLEC ?
PRICE GUID L.)

YOUR ESSENTIAL FIELD GUIDE TO CLASSIC TOY COLLECTABLES

£9.99 » www.ccofgb.co.uk

1300+ VINTAGE
MODE LS e

INCLUDING...
»» DIECAST DELIGHTS »> ONLINE SALES »» TOP TINPLATE

" 1
o
bt ] 18 =

B Hundreds of models from W 5tar Wars, Scalextric, Timpo, B From Schuco and Mettoy
Corgi, Dinky & many more LEGO, Meccano and Airfix! to Chad Valley and Sutcliffe

Copyright & 2025 Esval Group

Jaunty Jalopies of Hunmanby

6 Church Hill, Hunmanby, Nr Filey, YO14 0JU
Landline 01723 890060 Mobile 07889 286559

* Good stock of Corgi Classics, Vanguards, Modern Trucks
* Heavy Haulage, Plant & Construction, Farm, Classic Cars,
Steam, Trackside, Aviation Archive
* Vintage Commercials, 1:76 Buses - EFE & Omnibus
* Massive quantity of Herpa 1:87 O¢
Open e"eﬂ. * Huge Selection of Fire & Police Vehicles on Ner Tay,
Wednesd?y * Lots more: Obselete Corgi, Dinky, Spot-On e €man df
» Matchbox, Conrad, NZG, Joal, Britains,
Minichamps, Universal Hobbies, 1:18 etc

Always ~ 150 “BUY IT NOW" Offers on eBay. Search using seller ID: jauntyjalopies
Shop can Open most days On Demand. Simply Arrive & Call for Access.
*If making a long journey call first to avoid disappointment.

COLLECTIONS PURCHASED, Large & Small, New or Old
with Fairness, Discretion & Sensitivity. Will travel nationwide

Email: info@jauntyjalopies.co.uk “Diecast is What we Do"” www.jauntyjalopies.co.uk

TO ADVERTISE
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01902 341302 Please call Kristina
EmaP: pete@springhimodals.co.uk on 01778 392096

Web: www.springhillmodels.co.uk

Diecast cars, commercials, WW2
tanks & planes from Base, Britbus,
Classix, CMN, Corgi, Dragon, EFE,

Minichamps, Oxford and more.

10A Church Street, Baslngstnke Hants, RG21 7QE  Use our secure online shop

Closed Monday (May-Sept), Tuesday (not or visit in person.
December), Sunday & Bank Holidays Tel: 01256 358060

www.churchstreetmodels.co.uk

12025 EDITION

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Put an estimate on your vintage toys with
Toy Collectors Price Guide

Packed with nearly 100 pages featuring auction prices
from the past year. Whether you're interested in diecast
vehicles, model railways, tinplate, toy soldiers or film &

TV memorabilia, you'll find dozens of results and models
listed inside this essential price guide. Avoid overpaying,
underselling or missing out on a good deal.

Order by calling 01778 392006 or
go to https://ccofgb.uk/tcpg2025




TOY TALES

Ed Karswell ponders the wonderful world of model collecting.

Pile 'em high,

ho can recall what

my mother used to

call the ‘cheap shops’?
These days we trot

along to Poundland or
Home Bargains but 50 years ago the thrifty
gravitated to the multitude of independent
small businesses whose main aim was to

‘pile ‘em high and sell ‘em cheap’. Hence

the colloquial term ‘cheap shop’. These

shops must have occupied a special place in
people’s hearts if the local history pages on
Facebook are anything to go by. They are alive
with memories both of the customers that
frequented them and the staff who worked in
them. In my hometown, we had several and
to a certain extent they served as landmarks so
well-known did they become.

One of the best of these stores had the
unlikely name of “Safari’. It was a name that
stood out in a grey, working class market town
in the early 1970s. The proprietor probably
had grand notions of a shopping satari in
mind, but this 1s just conjecture. It sold all the
usual cheap shop wares; The non-poseable
action man knock offs, to the huge polythene
car transporters in netting bags. For Sir and
Madam there would be the lurid orange
plastic coftee grinder or set of revolting nylon
continental quilts. All sold under the unerring
glare of migraine inducing strip lighting.
Safari did hold some gems, however. There
were the plastic figures housed in impressive
display boxes, which whilst lacking the
finesses Britain’s items, some of the figures
had real comedy value. They were also dirt
cheap so one could assemble a Roman
Legion for very little pocket money, even 1if
half of them looked more into debauchery
than world domination. Fortunately, my
mum loved the place so unusually I had
plenty of time to ruminate over whether to
plump for the Aztecs or the Romans without

too much fear of being hurried.

The town also boasted a Fine Fare, that was
located in what I can only liken to the set from
the film Clockwork Orange - a brutalist concrete
shopping centre. I also recall that it hosted a
market that (to my young eyes at least) only
sold blocks of foam and rolls of vinyl. Fine Fare,
like Woolworths, appeared to have imported
stock from the US. I bagged two World War

One biplanes for an indecently small amount.

Sure, they were painted in metallic purple
and gold respectively, but hey, you can’t have
everything.

Next up was the small Post Oftice that
featured on the walk to my grandparents
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sell ' em cheap!

Ot course, the kings of the cheap shops
were to be found at the seaside. Pester
power, impulse purchases and free from the
everyday, they were childhood heaven. Also,
the saucy postcards outside (accompanied
by my awkward questions) would always see
me quickly ushered into the shop. I clearly
remember on one occasion purchasing a
bright orange Ford Capri which I then raced
in the sand around the beach hut. There
followed numerous cowboy gun and holster
sets, knight’s sword and shield combos plus
the usual beach paraphernalia. They were
invariably plastic and marked Hong Kong.
So prevalent was the marking I that thought

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

It was a name that stood out in a grey, working
class market town In the early 1970s. The
proprietor probably had grand notions of a
shopping safari in mind, but this is just conjecture.
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house. This was a very good hunting ground,
although stafted as they all seemed to be

then, by some lady of a certain age who
would gossip for England. She reminded

me of Les Dawson... in the nicest possible
way! The toys therein were the playthings of
legend; deep sea divers, submarines powered
by baking powder, miniature board games,
card construction kits, you name it and it was
probably there. Even at the time it seemed old
fashioned and yet all the better for it. Some
of it had been on display in the window for
some time, mercifully protected from the

sun by a translucent yellow window drape
and a substantial exterior awning. I would
usually stop in on the way back from my
grandparents, their pocket money and what to
do with it, weighing heavily on my mind.

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

it was a company name and was genuinely
astonished to discover it was a place.To this
day 1t still strikes me as oddly quaint that some
of the models to come out of it Hong Kong
were plastic copies of Matchbox cars to scaled
up versions of Dinky Toy tavourites. There’s
definitely a book waiting to be written there.

[t should be noted that some establishments
were, of course, better than others with a few
so overcrowded with stuft that once you had
ventured past the rows of souvenir porcelain
and Matchbox Yesteryear gilded pipe racks
there was little to be found.You were on
holiday though and it was all part of the fun.

Now, although I did bag the orange Capri,
[ never did get Grandad to explain to me
the meaning of the jokes on those seaside
postcards. H
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SELLING YOUR Diecast MODELS?

Warwick and Warwick have an expanding requirement for early to modern collections of
British and foreign diecast models and diecast models of individual value. Our customer
base 1s increasing dramatically and we need an ever larger supply of quality
material to keep pace with demand. The market has never been
stronger and 1f you are considering the sale of your collection,
now 1s the time to act.

['REE VALUATIONS

We will provide a free, professional and without obligation
valuation of your collection. Either we will make you a tair,
binding private treaty ofter, or we will recommend inclusion
of your property in our next specialist public auction.

['REE | RANSPORTATION
We can arrange insured transportation of your collection to our

Warwick otfices completely free of charge. If you decline our
otter, we ask you to cover the return carriage costs only.

FREE VISITS
Visits by our valuers are possible anywhere 1n the country

or abroad, 1n order to assess more valuable collections.
Please phone for details.

ADVISORY DAYS
We will be visiting all areas of the United Kingdom,
please visit our website or telephone for details.

E.XCELLENT PRICES
Because of the strength of our customer base

we are 1n a position to offer prices that we feel
sure will exceed your expectations.

Live Bidding

Available on www.easyliveauction.com

ACT Now

Telephone or email
Richard Beale today with
details of your property.




Clevelands Wholesale Limited

Woodcock Hill Industrial Estate Tel: +44 (0)1923 711772
levela Harefield Road, Rickmansworth Email: sales@clevelandsdiecast.co.uk
Herts WD3 1PQ www.clevelandsdiecast.co.uk
FOLLOW US LIKE US You  SEELATEST MODELS
DIECAST e« MODELSe HOBBIES« TOYS @ClevelandsTrade ClevelandsTrade TUE . user/ClevelandsTrade

Wholesale distribution of all major model, hobby and toy brands to the trade

IRADE ONLY

UK DISTRIBUTOR FOR:

MGTO0808-L - 1/64 LOTUS 78 GUNNAR NILSSON MGTOO0809-L - 1/64 LB-WORKS X ABAS WORKS MGTO00888-L - 1/64 LINCOLN CAPRI CHRISTMAS HOT
1977 JAPANESE GP ABARTH 595 GARA WHITE (LHD) ROD 2024 CHRISTMAS EDITION 9,999 PIECES (LHD)

1/64 MODEL
COLLECTION

MGT00902-007- BMW 750iL "TOMORROW NEVER DIES" MGT00903-007- JAGUAR C-X75 "SPECTRE"
(AVAILABLE IN THREE DIFFERENT LANGUAGE PACKS) (AVAILABLE IN FOUR DIFFERENT LANGUAGE PACKS)

RAIDO HOUSE £

MGTKHMG158 - 1/64 NISSAN SKYLINE GT-R (R34) MGTKHMG154 - 1/64 BMW M3 (E30) MGTKHMG173 - 1/64 HONDA NSX
KAIDO WORKS (V2 AERO) SHINJUKU V2 KAIDO WORKS V1 KAIDO RACING V2
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