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THINK GREEN, THINK
MCCULLA IRELAND!

DERBYSHIRE based promotional model vehicle specialists, Search
Impex, have announced the release of a 1/50 scale, gas powered,

[veco S-Way (4x2) tractor unit and 3 axle, Thermo King refrigerated

trailer with side underrun bars, customised in McCulla (Ireland) Ltd’s

“Sustainable Transport™ livery.

The models (which include specially made cabinets housing the
oas tanks on the Iveco S-Way) have been produced exclusively for
Search Impex by WSI Models as a certificated limited edition of just
125 pieces.

With more than 50 years’ experience, McCulla Ireland 1s a leading

provider of ambient, chilled and frozen logistics and storage solutions.

Established in 1969, the company 1s now a second generation family-
owned business which has shown great resilience, adaptability and
innovation over the years.

A flagship achievement on the innovation came about after a
mission was launched by McCulla, some nine years ago, to remove
tossil fuels, as a source of energy, from their Irish operations. This
saw a major investment being made in a state of the art anaerobic
digestion plant. Sited in Lisburn, this digester has subsequently
prevented thousands of tonnes of food waste from being sent to
landfill. Instead, the food waste is converted into electricity and used
to power McCulla’s cold stores — thereby making McCulla one of
the only 100% green powered cold storage companies in the UK &
[reland.

And when it comes to green credentials, McCulla’s transport
operation has also stepped right up to the mark. More significant
investment and further innovation in 2020 gave McCulla the ability
to introduce a fleet of trucks which can run on 100% renewable
bio methane gas — the Iveco S-Way, on which the model is based,
being one such example. These gas powered trucks have resulted in
a staggering 93% reduction in their carbon footprint — all from food

waste collected from businesses across Ireland.

@collectorClubGB = f CollectorsClubOfGreatBritain » CollectorsClubofGB

With vehicles present in every county of Ireland on a daily basis,

McCulla (Ireland) also conducts extensive business on the UK
mainland and throughout Europe, providing export options for the
tood manufacturing and pharmaceutical sectors. With over 125
trucks and 210 trailers in their fleet, including artics, refrigerated vans
and rigid lorries, McCulla trucks are sure to be a tamiliar sight to
many collectors.

Models, available from Search Impex, are priced at /183 each
(including UK delivery & VAT). For details of availability of this and

other models, collectors can visit the Search Impex website at www.
search-impex.co.uk or call on 01332 873555. @

NEW RELEASES FROM BUCKIE IVIODEL CENTRE

BUSES. You wait for one, and then two come along together!
This 1s definitely the case at Buckie Model Centre this month,
with the announcement for two new 1/87 scale replicas.

First up 1s the Holland Oto/Buckie Model Centre
FLIXBUS (Stanley Travel) VDL Futura. This is the twelfth

model in the British Collection, and has a limited edition of
only 108 produced (each with a certificate) .

The second model 1s a Holland Oto/Buckie Model Centre
Megabus (McLean’s of Airdrie) VDL Futura. It has a limited
production run of only 105 models and again each comes
with a certificate. This particular scale model is the sixteenth

model in the Scottish Collection RIGHT
Both of these models are priced at /£42.00 (plus postage) Megabu?
_ _ ) (McLean’s of
and are available directly from www.buckiemodelcentre. Airdrie) VDL
com. B Futura.

LEFT
FLIXBUS (Stanley Travel)
VDL Futura.
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GOLDVARG RELEASES

AS we were going to print with this issue, we received advanced
information from Spa Croft Models about a couple of upcoming
models from Goldvarg.

The first 1s a 1/43 scale resin model of the 1956 Pontiac Safari in
either Sandalwood Tan Poly (reference GC-68B) or Glendale Green
Poly (reference GC-068A). Price wise you can expect to pay in the
region of /80, but remember to include import duty and shipping
from the US in your budget.

The second model announced 1s a 1/43 scale resin replica of a
1948 Pontiac 8 Silver Streak. Details on this are still limited, but you
can expect to pay a similar price to other Goldvarg models.

More details about this models, or others available at Spa Croft
Models, visit www.spacroftmodels.co.uk. ®

NEWS FROM OXFORD

BY now I am sure that many of you will have seen, and read, the

news released by Oxford Diecast about Lyndon Davies.

After the Warley Model Railway Show back in November
2023, Lyndon collapsed and required heart surgery. Unfortunately,
there were complications during the surgery, which meant that
he did not regain consciousness until January. Sadly, one of the
consequences of the complications caused vision issues and Lyndon
1s now blind.

His daughter Eloise said: “For those of you that have had the
pleasure of meeting Taff, you will know that behind the strong and
motivated business man, 1s a humorous character with a lot of wit
and intelligence. During these very challenging few months, he has
not lost his wicked sense of humour and shown us how courageous
he can be. He has taken everything in his stride and 1s determined
to not let this beat him™.

Everyone here at Diecast Collector would like to send Lyndon, and
his family, our very best wishes as he continues to recover. M

UPDATES FROM CMC

IF you are a member of the Corgi

Model Club, you might have noticed
a delay in the updating
of the collection list
this quarter. We are
told that there are a
couple of reasons for
this, including the
transition to Hornby
as well as some
exciting new additions
to the collection.

Corgi 276
September release
- note the change of
number! Corgi Model Club
has had so much success in replicating the famed 'Golden Jacks'
mechanism that it has decided to make the Oldsmobile Toronado as
Corgi 276 1nstead. For those that aren't aware, Corgi 264, which had
been previously announced, was Corgi's earlier Toronado version.
Corgi 276 1s the same tooling (and with the same pop-up headlights
feature) but with take-oft wheels.

Corgi 270 October release - Corgi Model Club members will
be celebrating this news because they are exclusively going to send

Austin A60 Driving School.

you a replica of the scarce silver grille/bumpers Bond DB5 edition
that was the first production run of this iconic Corgi back in 1968.
This version will not be available on open sale from the shop.
Corgi 270 October release - with gold grille/bumpers version
that was made from 1969 onwards will be available to all in the shop.
Corgi 333 November release - by popular request another
Mini1 has been added to the collection. This one 1is the rare SUN-
R AC rally version that was only available for a very short time in
1967. Because of its temporary place in the original Corgi range, it
famously (or infamously) came in a regular Corgi 225 'Austin Seven'
box which was over-stickered with '1966 R AC International Rally
BMC Mini-Cooper'. All of which i1s, of course, being replicating!
More information about these releases, and those previously

released in the collection, can be found at www.corgimodelclub.

com. B

MODEL RELEASE

Austin Aé0 Driving School Car 236 Mar-24
Rover TC 2000 saloon with take off wheels 2715 Apr-24
Chrysler Imperial 246 May-24
Hillman Hunter Kangaroo Rally Winner 302 Jun-24
Citroen Safari Corgi Ski Club 475 Jul-24
Walls Icecream Van with figures 447 Aug-24
Oldsmobile Toronado 276 Sep-24
James Bond members edition 270 Oct-24
James Bond gold grille 270 Oct-24
Mini Cooper S SUN International Rally 333 Nov-24

June 2024 « www.ccofgb.co.uk i
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CELEBRATING 40 YEARS OF SPA CROFT MODELS

Mike Coupe takes a trip down memory lane...

SPA Croft Models grew out of a childhood passion for Dinky Toys in
the 1940s and 1950s, a passion possessed by many boys of a certain age.
[t 1s one which never really waned, although it took a little dip when
the tairer sex became a little more interesting.

A significant milestone was in 1983 when I established the Hardstoft
Swapmeet at a local pub, the Shoulder of Mutton in Hardstoft, near my

home village of Tibshelf. A year later in 1984, the shoots of my retail
business began to show. I had been a collector of Brooklin Models for
several years, but there was no outlets in my part of the East Midlands
for these products, so I took the plunge, contacted John Hall at
Brooklin Models and began dealing in these products under the name
Brock Miniatures. The business expanded steadily as did my stock,
adding Western Models, Somerville Models, Kenna Models, Pathfinder
Models and similar products to my stock, and selling by mail order and
local swapmeets.

The next development happened in 1993 when I began producing
my own range of white metal models, Spa Croft Models,a name
mspired by John Halls' choice of names for his businesses, Brooklin and
Lansdowne Models, both names of localities associated with John. Spa
Croft was the street where I was born in Tibshelf and so the range of my
own brand of models cars was named, which also very soon became the
name of my whole business enterprise including the retail side.

As time went on, the range of products I offered for sale increased,
and included the products of the resin model car producers Matrix,
Goldvarg, Esval etc, as the number of white metal producers became
less and less.

NEXT MIONTH

Pre-War clockwork vehicles

We conclude our look at British toymakers who combined ZR O] SALE

diecast construction with clockwork mechanisms.

___,___—'_"'_""—-,__‘—___.

*rm ﬂr‘ h‘f““""‘" :

For the 30th anniversary of Spa Croft Models, I commissioned a
unique version of the Lansdowne Models Hillman Californian which

completely sold out, much to my relief. I would have liked to have done
something similar for the 40th Anniversary, but because of the changes at
Brooklin Models it wasn't as feasible as it was ten years earlier.

As a collector myself, the philosophy of Spa Croft Models was based
on what I expected from other traders; a personal service, quick and
safe post free delivery and offering models at an affordable price. I
hope I have achieved and maintained these aims down the years.

[ have no celebratory plans this time around, other than doubling my
advert in Diecast Collector to a halt page!

Down the years, Spa Croft Models has introduced me to a lot of
people whom I would never have had contact with, many of whom
have now became friends, and I still enjoy talking to friends and
customers alike about our shared interest. Il

JULY 2024
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KEITH’S CARS

'OF DERBY

“FOR LOTS MORE EXCITING MODELS, PLEASE VISIT MY WEBSITE: WWW.KEITHSCARS.CO.UK"
NEW 1/43 MODELS! ALL POST FREE!!

GREAT NEW 1/43 ATLAS BERLIET MODELS! ALL POST FREE!!

620 KB OVERHEAD CABLE INSPECTION TRUCK
1977 24.99

Ll

(BA CANVAS TRUCK 1913 24.99

GAK 5R GENDARMERIE AVIATION FUEL TENDER
24.99

. “‘*i 'i‘}’

GAK VAN “BISCUITS BRUN" 1968 24.99

GBC 8 KT MILITARY FUEL TANKER 24.99

GBC 8KT MILITARY AIRFIELD FIRE TENDER 24.99

GREAT 1/76 MODELS FROM
OXFORD DIECAST!

CROUCH RECOVERY VOLVO FH4 LOW LOADER
(29.95) & MERCEDES SPRINTER VAN (14.95) BUY
BOTH FOR 41.90!!

DENNIS EAGLE OLYMPUS REFUSE TRUCK “BIFFA
31.95

GL900 5 TON TRUCK 1976 24.99

BIG STUFF! EXCELLENT
NEW 1/18 MODELS! ALL
POST FREE!!

MCG 1965 ROLLS ROYCE SILVER CLOUD 111 FLYING
SPUR 72.99

GROUP

MCG FERRARI 312 T2B MONACO 1977 NIKI
LAUDA 72.99

TLR T10R RECOVERY & ASSISTANCE VEHICLE
1957 27.99

MCG FORD CAPRI MK2 X-PACK SILVER ‘THE
PROFESSIONALS' 72.99

- 4 — r
g -
F
.

MCG FORD CAPRI MK2 X-PACK WHITE 1975 72.99

UDKSMART FERRARI 499P 3.0L TURBO Vo
WINNER LE MANS 2023 104.99

SOLIDO 1990 VOLKSWAGEN CADDY BLUE 27.99

2.

IXO TOYOTA GR YARIS WINNER MONTE CARLO
RALLY 2023 47.99

SOLIDO 1990 VOLKSWAGEN CADDY WHITE 27.99

FANTASTIC 1/43 ATLAS BUSES OF THE WORLD!
Al.l POST FREE!!

KRUPP TITAN 080 ‘SENIOR LUXUS" GERMANY
1951 29.99

BERLIET PBR 10 MARSEILLE 1954 27.99

ra—
|
F

BERLIET PLA AUTOBUS FRANCE 1955 24.99

(OBUS 3000 BEIJING AIRPORT BUS AIR CHINA

1992 29.99

27.99

GENERAL MOTORS NEW-LOOK FISHBOWL TDH-
5301 NEW YORK 1965 29.99

HEULIEZ GX317 RATP FRANCE 1995 29.99 LN EE o ‘gngE”ME BELGIUM 196]

CONTACT KEITH BY EMAIL: SONOFCORNERSHOP®@BTINTERNET.COM CHEQUES/POSTAL ORDERS PAYABLE TO KEITH BRADLEY - SEND YOUR ORDER TO:

KEITH'S CARS, 25 ALLESTREE LANE, DERBY DE22 2HQ TEL: 07976 917574




»>22 NEW MODELS

What's new...

Our team of experts take a look at this month's model releases, including
fine handbuilt replicas, scale construction and the latest in farm models.

JUMP AT THE CHANCE TO OWN CORGI'S
NEW LARGE-SCALE HARRIER JET

arking a significant development in the ' CORGI -~ and Lucy Pinder travelled to Afghanistan to show
Mhistory of this magnificent aircraft, the BAe Harrier GR7A, their support for the troops and, in preparation for

second-generation Harrier may have ~ ZDA437/49A ‘Michelle', = their visit, ground crews made two rather unique
shared many visual similarities with its famous RAF No.1 Squadron, artistic additions to two of their Harriers. Harrier
VSTOL predecessor, however, it was actually a very = Operation Herrick,  ZD437 had a silhouette of Michelle Marsh applied
different aeroplane altogether. One which owed RAF Kandahar, to her nose at the head of her impressive mission
much to the McDonnell Douglas Corporation Afghanistan, 2007  marking scoreboard and was also given the name
in the USA. Essentially, this new generation of '"Michelle'. The other aircraft, Harrier ZD 404,
Harrier was a much more capable aeroplane in ~ SCALE: 1/48  benefitted for a similar application, but this time
every respect and a huge development of this now PRICE: £149.99 ~ carrying a representation of Lucy Pinder on its
tamiliar VSTOL Harrier aircraft. ~ REF: AA29301 nose and appropriately given the name 'Lucy'.

As one of the most capable aviation assets in ~ RAF officials were less enthusiastic about this

R AF service, Harriers were never too far from WWW.corgi.co.uk development and quickly ordered the artwork to be
the world's conflict hotspots, such as Operation ~ removed, meaning that these Harriers would only

'Herrick', Britain's commitment to supporting
British and NATO personnel on operations in
Afghanistan. Providing air cover, ground close air

~ carry their rather notorious artwork for a relatively
short period.

~ BAe Harrier GR7 ZD437 made its first flight on
 3rd November 1989 and was delivered to the RAF

~ later that same month. She was one of the aircraft

support and air strikes against enemy insurgents,

the first detachment of six RAF Harriers arrived at
Kandahar Airfield in 2004, with aircraft remaining still based at Cottesmore on the occasion of the
 Harrier's final flight operation in British service

on 15th December 2010. As proved to be the case

in theatre until Harriers were relieved by RAF

Tornados in 2009. Flying a punishing schedule

of these vital missions in support of ground ABOVE The tailplanes can with most of the airworthy Harriers withdrawn
operations, Harriers from Nos 1, 3 and 4 Squadrons : be repositioned through ~ from British service in 2010 and in a move which
would rotate through Kandahar during that time, ~ quite a wide angle, just infuriated a ogreat many people at the time, the
augmented by No.800 Naval Air Squadron from like the real thing. remaining UK Harrier fleet of around 74 airframes,
September 2006 until January 2007. ~ plus all available spares and associated equipment,
During one of the busy periods of operational were sold as a single lot to America in 2011. They
flying from Kandahar, a morale boosting visit was needed the aircraft in order to maintain their own
arranged for British troops to meet . ~ fleet of US Marine Corps Harriers flying, aircraft

two rather high profile celebrities ~ which they intended to keep in service for many

between hectic flying commitments.
Glamour models Michelle Marsh

years to come.

_ ‘ Corgi’s first release of the GR7 at the
| o\ ' ' larger scale of 1/48 is absolutely
> \ \

-

stunning. Much more detail
can be added at this scale
and there 1s a full load
of armament plus

-

. undercarriage options,
t | featuring parts to
WA - < display either as
deployed or retracted,
with a sturdy display
stand. The cockpit slides back
and the rear tailplane tilts to add extra
display options too. Finished all over in a

ABOVE very authentic matted sheen, the markings

The unmistakable stance of the Harrier has been
beautifully recreated by Corgi and a full complement of ordnance is present too.

are all superbly represented, including

Michelle Marsh herself. &
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View exclusive extra 360° content only with our digital edition. Download at www.pocketmags.com

MATRIX MODELS
1965 Bentley S3 Continental “Flying
Spur” - Dark Green interior. It's one of the limited-production
SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £125 REF: MX10201-061 Matrix, with only 120 being made.

www.matrixscalemodels.com

Lovely model of this elegant Bentley S3.
With neat gold pinstriping and light beige

MATRIX MODELS
1994-97 Jaguar XJR X300 - British
Racing Green

SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £115 REF: MX 41002-273

Another version of the Jaguar
super-saloon, again featuring excellent
finish and detail, neat pinstriping, and
light beige interior. Just 100 produced.

www.matrixscalemodels.com

TARMAC WORK

Renault 5 Maxi Turbo Rallye du Pays
SCALE: 1/64 PRICE: £25.99

REF: T64-TLO61-86RDVO1

Tarmac Works add another livery to their
wonderful R5 Maxi Turbo rally casting.
The accuracy of form and tampo print is
simply first class.

www.tarmacworks.com

CORGI VANGUARDS
Ford Transit Custom Trail, Race Red
SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £37.99 dam and side skirts. A great addition to
REF: VA15102 any collection of commercials.

Nice changes from the standard Transit
with the grille and wheels, black cills, air

MATRIX MODELS
1994-97 Jaguar XJR X300 -

Great model of Jaguar’s 'super-saloon’ of
the period, with its supercharged 4-litre
Turquoise Blue Metallic engine. With neat pinstriping, and light
SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £115 REF: MX 41002-271 | beige interior. Again limited to 100.

www.matrixscalemodels.com

MATRIX MODELS

1939 Bugatti T57C Cabriolet by Van
Vooren - Dark Blue interior, and wonderful detail, the plated
SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £115 REF: MX 50205-032 | parts in particular. Limited to 120.

www.matrixscalemodels.com

Lovely model of this one-off spectacular
Bugatti, built for the Shah of Iran. Beige

SIGNAL 1 MODEL CARS Signal 1 continue their curation of
Victoria Police Ford Falcon FG X XRé6 | Australian Emergency Response vehicles
Turbo - Victory Gold with this stunning replication of Victoria
SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: AU$122.73 REF: PO02VG Police’s Falcon XRé Turbo in Victory Gold.

www.sighalimodelcars.com

TARMAC WORK
Opel Kadett GSi
SCALE: 1/64 PRICE: £25.99
REF: T64G-065-GR

An excellent '80s throwback with sharp
detailing bringing period authenticity. A
fine model and hope Is high that this is
released as Vauxhall's iconic Astra GTE.

www.tarmacworks.com
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»>>2 NEW MODELS - FARMING

NEW HOLLAND BRAUD 9070L HARVESTER

nly available from New Holland, and its MARGE MODELS

dealer network, MarGe’s new model 1s " New Holland :

baserd on New Holla'nd’s Popu'lar grape Braud 9070L Grape | \ = " ¥ ’ :'E"!"' o~
harvester, designed for harvesting vines in rows of ~  Harvester p v - -
1.6metres spacing. [t’s a well-built, largely metal, \ ‘ a’;f’l b
collector’s display model. The front wheels canbe ~ PRICE: £165.00 f -
turned to different steering angles and their height SCALE: 1/32 *

set. Pipework to the front drive motors are detailed, REE: 51110713 WEW HOUAND

as are the road warning boards and plastic lights. |
M:arGe ha's provided a v&f'hite GPS ref:eiver, a WWW.hew
plastic warning beacon, painted work lights, driving hollandstyle.com

mirrors and on the front screen a wiper blade

on the cab exterior. Like MarGe Models’ replica
tractors, the cab door on the model does not open.
However, visible through the fully glazed cab,

there’s an accurately detailed interior. It has black
floor matting, grey cool box, light grey steering
column and steering wheel and black driver’s seat.
On the light grey seat armrest there’s a red joystick
and on the cab A-pillar two monitors.

The harvesting unit does not detach but has
oood levels of detailing. The 14 shaker rods are
detailed, as 1s the white Visible Noria Basket system
that’s used to convey the crop to the hoppers. Both
hoppers tip and above each there are the cleaning
fan, ducting and versatile pink destemmer mesh.
There are also handrails around the access platform.

Overall a great display model. B

UNIVERSAL HOBBIES Newly tooled model provided with good WIKING Beautifully engineered tractor provided
Deutz-Fahr 8280 TTV Tractor detailing. It has working front and rear Fendt 724 vario Tractor with Cargo  with working linkages, loader with
SCALE: 1/32 PRICE: around £81.38 linkages, steerable wheels, hinged driving 6.100 Front Loader removable bucket and detachable front
REF: UH6606 (M09D130) mirrors and folding warning boards. SCALE: 1/32 PRICE: £134.95 REF: 077869 weight. Cab door and rear window open.

Www.deutz-fahr.com www.wiking.de

- T
~yror\
\

\ L)

UNIVERSAL HOBBIES Finished in Blue Power branding with UNIVERSAL HOBBIES Limited edition model in the S series
New Holland T7.300 Blue Power good levels of detailing Universal Hobbies' Valtra S416 Tractor tractor launch colour. It is well built with

Tractor new tractor has working linkages, folding SCALE: 1/32 PRICE: £76.10 many working features and good levels
SCALE: 1/32 PRICE: £77.00 REF: 6491 mirrors and steerable wheels. REF: V42803550 of detailing.

www.accuratediecast.com www.shop.valtra.com

www.ccofgb.co.uk ¢ June 2024




Clevelands Wholesale Limited

Woodcock Hill Industrial Estate Tel: +44 (0)1923 711772
levela Harefield Road, Rickmansworth Email: sales@clevelandsdiecast.co.uk
Herts WD3 1PQ www.clevelandsdiecast.co.uk
FOLLOW US LIKE US ' You | sEE1ATEST MODELS
DIECAST e MODELSe HOBBIESe TOYS @ClevelandsTrade ClevelandsTrade | | user/ClevelandsTrade

Wholesale distribution of all major model, hobby and toy brands to the trade

TRADE ONLY

UK DISTRIBUTOR FOR:

AV7224016 - 1/72 WESTLAND

GAZELLE ARMEE DE TERRE

Westland Gazelle CAMO LIVERY
Armee de Terre - Camo livery

MINT
< |

MGTS0007 - 1/64 ORACLE RED BULL RB18 MAX
VERSTAPPEN #1 2022 ABU DHABI GP F1 PIT
CREW SET LTD EDT 5000PCS (INCLUDES CAR)

150461 - 1/18 MERCEDES-AMG
SL 63 WHITE

TS0539 - 1/18 ASTON MARTIN
VALKYRIE HYPER RED

MGTS0008 - 1/64 ORACLE RED BULL RB18
SERGIO PEREZ #11 2022 ABU DHABI GP F1 PIT
CREW SET LTD EDT 5000PCS (INCLUDES CAR)

—
b ’
> 461 B L L R S m) > 5‘39 Fromr e fenwy dyg sl [EY =% ".ﬂ‘_’

TSIVINMOD=L

SCALE MINIATURES s

MGTAC16 - 1/64 PADDOCK SERVICE TENT SET -
MARTINI RACING TSM430737 - 1/43 BMW M4 BY SCHNITZER TSM430741 - 1/43 MORGAN SUPER 3

BROOKLYN GREY METALLIC JET GREEN (RESIN)

L R

1543 1543

Fr Lo B s T
P ACT06 oo sampse, Aggeovsl Ponding uw = TSM430737 FEMMOOEL = TSMA430741 TEMMOOEL

@73zt oxkorné . 12 200 S~ A=
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auto world
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»»>22 NEW MODELS

THIS PAIR OF BRITISH CLASSICS FROM
OXFORD DIECAST IS A RIGHT ROYAL TREAT

ecently released by Oxford Diecast 1s
this rather wonderful pair of classic
British cars that both have Royal

connections. The Rover P5B was reportedly HM
The Queen’s favourite car and the cute Metro
was purchased by a young Lady Diana Spencer.

Rover introduced the P5 in 1958 and it was the
first Rover to feature unitary bodywork styled by
in-house designer, David Bache. Its elegant look
included a well-appointed interior that would see
the saloon version become a firm favourite vehicle
for executive, government and even Royal followers.

The final version of the Rover P5, the P5B,
appeared in 1967, powered by the 3,528 cc Rover
V8 engine. The B suftix was added to represent
Buick, the originator of the engine. Rover had
no budget to develop a new powerplant, so
instead it enhanced the lightweight aluminium
Buick engine, giving it strength while retaining
its compact features. Externally, the four-door
saloon and coupé were unchanged apart from the
additional tog lights below the front headlights.
The wheels were also given a makeover - Rostyle
wheels with black inserts.

Oxford has chosen to launch its P5B tooling
in the guise as owned and driven by HM Queen
Elizabeth II. Painted Arden Green and registered
JGY 280, 1t 1s reputed that Her Majesty had more
than one, each successively carrying the same
registration plate until the last one, which carried
a K suffix. The main colour was specified by Her
Majesty and the external trim 1s finished in silver.
The interior seating is moulded in grey with
black dashboard and steering wheel.

British Leyland introduced the Mini Metro in
1980, with a view to it being a possible successor
to the incredibly popular Mini. Known 1initially
as the Austin Mini Metro, as time went on with
vehicle manufacturer mergers and takeovers, it
became simply known as the Metro. Designed by
David Bache and Harris Mann, the front-wheel-
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OXFORD DIECAST
Rover P5B Arden
Green (HM Queen
Elizabeth 1)

& Austin Mini
Metro Emberglow
(Princess Diana)

SCALE: 1/76

PRICE: £8.95 each
REF: 76RP5001 (P5B)
& 76MET001 (Metro)

www.oxford
diecast.co.uk

ABOVE Lady Diana
Spencer's Austin Mini

Metro in Emberglow Red.

~ ABOVE HM The Queen's

Rover P5B in Ardent
Green.

,
-
,-I“hh““ .t' _ -

"

.

|'r 1'-’ '

P

-

"'h“_ .
_—

~ drive Metro was assembled at Longbridge. With a
length of 3.4 metres and a width of 2.25 metres,

~ and boasting a spacious interior, it was particularly
popular for use in the city too.

The Metro was popularised to a notable extent

by one famous purchaser of the early version. The
~ 19-year-old Lady Diana Spencer bought one at
the time when she was attracting a great deal of

~ attention prior to her marriage to the then Prince
 Charles. Registered MPB 909W from 1980/81, it
1s Lady Diana’s Metro that Oxford has chosen to

~ launch its new tooling.

Decorated in the ruby red Emberlow colour

scheme, Oxford’s Metro 1s based on the 3-door

~ version. The exterior features a fine double white
stripe along the waist of the car, with a similar

~ black stripe below. The majority of the exterior

~ trim is black including the distinctive radiator
orille. which also has the squared oft headlights
embedded into it with the Austin blue badge in
 the centre. To the rear the Austin Mini Metro
badging 1s printed in silver along the lower edge

~ of the boot.

Both models are the first examples of their

respective new toolings and capture the details

~ of their famous real counterparts very nicely.

~ Despite recent price increases, both still represent
oreat value and will no doubt rack up big sales

~ numbers as souvenirs for Royal enthusiasts, diecast
~ collectors of classic British-manufactured cars and

~ a fair few for model railway layouts too. M

ABOVE

Both cars feature plenty

of badge detail at the rear
too. And this angle serves
to show the size difference
between the two as well.

"-.: ‘\“.

v
| ]
w,
J““‘
o

LEFT

Two real British classics from decades apart, both desighed by Derek Bache (with Harris

Mann in the case of the Metro). Both are great new castings from Oxford Diecast.
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View exclusive extra 360° content only with our digital edition. Download at www.pocketmags.com
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NORTHCORD MODEL COMPANY All aboard! Northcord's first model of the CORGI Celebrating the 60th anniversary of one

ADL Enviro400H Stagecoach London = ukbus 6200 range on the former CMNL The Great Escape - Triumph TRé6 of the greatest motorcycle chases ever
12144, LX61 DDZ 10.1 metre short wheelbase Enviro400 Trophy (Weathered) created in film, this is a replica of that
SCALE: 1/76 PRICE: £66.99 REF: ukbusé6203 tooling. Limited to 1008 pieces. SCALE: 1/12 PRICE: £94.99 REF: CC08501 famous bike. A must have model!

LE MAN MINIATURES Slot racing reproduction version of the MODEL CAR GROUP Available in 4 different colours, this
Chenard and Walcker #9 Winner 24  Chenard and Walcker car from the first Ford Escort Mk1 RS 2000 Light Blue  two-tone blue Ford Escort really sings. A
Heures du Mans 1923 24 Hours of Le Mans, which took place in 1973 RHD superb paint finish and a detailed interior
SCALE: 1/18 PRICE: £316.99 REF: 118004/9M 1923. Absolutely beautiful! SCALE: 1/18 PRICE: £72.99 REF: MCG 18386 compliment this larger scale nicely.

WWW.ayrey.co.uk

WWW.ayrey.co.uk

RALLY COLLECTI BLE ;
TR

SUN STAR - RALLY COLLECTIBLES It was a pleasant surprise to open the BBURAGO Continuing our Grand Prix theme from
Ford Focus RS WRCO06 #1 C. Breen/P. box and find this Ford Focus inside! All Formula 1 Red Bull Racing RB19 last issue, this Red Bull RB19 replica
Brennan #3980 the detail that you could possibly want is Sergio Perez, 2023 season comes with a lower price point, but just
SCALE: 1/18 PRICE: £129.99 REF: SUN H3980 included, and exterior decals are spot on. SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £10 REF: B18-38182P as much detail!

BBURAGO Aimed (perhaps) at the pocket money BBURAGO The colour and finish don't disappoint
Formula 1 Ferrari Sf-23 Charles market, this Ferrari arrives with a carded Formula 1 McLaren MCL60 Oscar on this MCL60 and as such would make
Leclerc, 2023 Season display stand and outer box. Superb detail Piastri, 2023 British Grand Prix a great 'starter' model for anyone just
SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £10 REF: B18-36836L and finish still make it a great model. SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £10 REF: B18-38187P beginning their collecting journey.

www.oneforfun.com
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NEW MODEL SPOTLIGHT

Into summer...

This quarter Stephen Paul Hardy takes a look at trends In the
automotive scale models market before heading south in search of

some summer sunshine.

J atching the emerging coverage of

' forthcoming new releases from

| Spielwarenmesse 2024 1 felt a sense of
detachment and of being mildly uninspired by many of
them. This concerned me somewhat and led me into
some fairly in-depth analysis discussions online. This led
in turn to the realisation that there were two pertinent
aspects. Firstly, whilst well attended by some of the
significant manufacturers many of the smaller volume
and niche market players didn’t participate in Munich.
Secondly, and perhaps more significantly, one of the

trends that [ noticed again this year is in the number of
model releases portraying ‘youngtimer’ themes.

THE YOUNG ONES

So what are the “youngtimers’? In a nutshell, cars
of roughly 20 to 30 years old, as first defined by

colloquial use of the phrase in German auto enthusiast

circles. Or put another way, the cars we owned, or
aspired to own, in our early years of driving. In turn
this seems, for many, to define thematic collecting
trends. As a result, this means the definition, and
its contemporary subject focus, is one of a ‘sliding
window’ effect as the years roll by.

This then explained why my personal areas of
automotive interest (and scale models of them) are
now ebbing outside of the current ‘youngtimer’

ABOVE Unique MexXican
version of the very
attractive 1974 VW
Brasilia originally released
for May 2021 in the Autos
Inolvidables México
partwork series and now
currently available outside
of Mexico if you know
where to look.

ABOVE The diecast
Edicola 1/24 Brasilia
Includes commendable
authentic details, such as
the era idiosyncratic VW
passenger grab handles
to the B pillars and

grille of the rear valance
exhaust guard, that
further enhance the well
proportioned modelling of
the car’s distinctive body
lines.

window period being modelled by many mainline
manufacturers. Interestingly though after looking
at current new releases over a wide range of scales
and manufacturers - anything from Mini GT to GT
Spirit - 1t strikes me that it 1s not necessarily the
age of the actual vehicle being modelled that 1s the
defining attraction but the way in which it 1s finished
and the versions it 1s presented in. These factors often
have a direct bearing on a model’s appeal to difterent
generational groups on account of the era related
fashion or style trends the collector themself identifies
with... perhaps the most obvious example being the
first two generations of the evergreen Volkswagen
transporters - the ‘Splity” and ‘Bay’ models which
continue to flow onto the market in anything from
original period look to wild, slammed, custom versions.
[t seems to me that all of these factors are very
much linked to a perceptible shift in buyer preference
about the scale in which models are made.

BALANCING THE SCALES

Quite a few manufactures have undoubtably been
spreading their scale portfolios wider and wider,
outside of the ones they have traditionally been
associated with. Whilst players in the 1/18 sector

are stretching upwards into 1/12 these large scales
seem to be increasingly vying with the smaller scales

. [4 www.ccofgb.co.uk e June 2024




for collectors attention. Without a doubt the strong
contender 1n the smaller scales sector 1s 1/64, whilst
1/43 (once the much preferred and most produced
scale) hangs in the balance.

By “1/64” I mean it as a generic term rather than
in a factual way. The transition of this scale sector
has transformed what was perceived to be that of
‘toy’ dominance - albeit still delivering many good
scale models - by such household names as Siku,
Matchbox, Majorette, and Hot Wheels. These are now
joined by an increasing number of manufacturers.
In my view Tomica heralded the first stepping stone
in this direction way back in the 1980s but it has
taken the move of the ‘sliding window’ to open the
way for the prolific Greenlight range, established
manufacturers including IXO and Schuco expanding
into the scale and newer names entering the market.
Manufacturers such as Tarmac Works, Motor Max,
Era Car, Lang Feng Model, Para64, Min1 GT, Inno64,
POPRACE and XCARTOYS deliver a watershed era
of collectable scale models between them.

A sector growth that I don’t think has much to
do either with affordability or economy of display
space but a lot to do with many of the subject models
being “youngtimers” in terms of subject matter. For
example, models of cars customised by the likes of
LBWK and RUF together with a generation (or two)
of Far Eastern automotive themes. All of which add
up to popular choices with the incoming generation
of younger, but still very serious, collectors. The
clinching factor though is probably also that these
new generation high end 1/64 models are superbly
finished often in very complex, attention grabbing,
liveries and detailing.

SOUTH OF THE BORDER

As chance would have it, contrary to a market trend
to 1/64, my own attention has been increasingly
attracted to 1/24 (admittedly a scale that hadn’t been
on my radar, probably because of the manufactures
using it and the subject matters they were
portraying). That is until the arrival of the Moulinsart
collaboration with Hachette from the Tintin stories
as originally released as partworks editions which I

covered briefly in Affaire d’amour (Diecast Collector,
November 2022). Although 1/43 and 1/50 have
traditionally been the staple partworks scale Hachette
have released several series of models in 1/24,1n
addition to the Tintin series, including an Opel series
for Germany and a Fiat series for parts of Italy.

As I sat down to sketch out the first draft of
this feature I noticed a 1/24 partworks model that
particularly interested me and one which serves as a
perfect case study to further elaborate the discussions
on the subject of partworks releases permeating the
past two month’s issues of Diecast Collector.

Even in the current era of the internet, partworks
offer the ultimate challenge (read frustration) to
collectors. On the one hand most provide good - even
excellent - models for the single marque or theme-
based collector with otherwise unavailable “must have”
versions and variations. Quite often with castings
that seem to get recycled by difterent manufacturers
and publishers in a selection of colour variations. The
downside 1is that the magazines they are combined with
are often sold in single (national) markets, or worse
still in sub-national regional markets depending on the
publisher. I'm sure most readers recognise names such
as Atalya, IXO, DeAgostini and Hachette!

Such models generally come mounted on a plastic
plinth and blister packed and sometimes reach
the market at a later date in small loods through
retail outlets, presumably as excess stock released
by publishers after a partworks series has finished.
The challenge 1s first knowing they exist and then
sourcing them because it 1s very much a case of get
it when you see it. To respond to Richard Young’s

email published on page 74 last month, yes they can
- sometimes. These excess stock models occasionally
turn up through retail outlets and of course good
ol’ eBay provides the opportunity to throw a wider,
international, sourcing search net inclusive of the
original partwork magazine-with-model packages.
Bringing this all together the model that caught
my eye was released as No.6 in a Mexican partwork
series Autos Inolvidables México (Untorgettable Cars

of Mexico) originally intended it seems to have been
a 60 model series of which only the first 40 reached

ABOVE Samples of the
latest of many 1/64
models hitting the market.
These from Mini GT
Including, on the top row,
wild Kado House Editions
by designer Jun Imai.

ABOVE Three of Solido’s
latest diecast 1/18
‘'youngtimers': The wild
purple Nissan GT-R (R35)
LBWK Body Kit 2.0 - 2022
(S1805812)...

ABOVE ...the powerful
Alfa Romeo Giulia GTA -
2022 (S1806905)...

ABOVE ...and arguably
the best illustration of
the current cult style the
Toyota Supra MK4 (A80)
in Streetfighter Orange -
1993 (S1805812).
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publication between March 2021 and December 2022.
Not surprisingly that Mexican partwork covered a
lot of familiar, yet unfamiliar, European and American
cars (and even a Datsun) all in unique variation
ouises as sold in Mexico. Needless to stay, there was
a spattering of Volkswagens amongst the list but
it was that model No.6 released in May 2021 - a
Brasilia - that particularly caught my attention. For
me the car has always been one of the most desirable,
coveted, air-cooledVW's ever made, yet because of
its Brazilian origin is few and far between in scale
model form. Only three or four variations in 1/43
have appeared so far and mainly thanks to partwork

series. This Edicola offering however i1s streets ahead of

all of them and at last delivered a model Brasilia I felt
interested enough in to buy. In doing so it yet again
reafhirmed there 1s a very valuable place for partwork
sourced models.

Ok, so this 1/24 Brasilia has a few heavy casting joint

lines and I did dislodge one of its rear taillights during
the photoshoot. Something that went unnoticed until
after I edited the 1images but was soon rectified. On
balance though it is a superb model, well-proportioned
and detailed such that for me it captures the spirit of
the early (Mexican made version) Brasila perfectly. A
model [ am very happy to display alongside high-end
market 1/18s including OttOmobile’s stunning SP2
“Sizzler from Sdo Paulo” (September 2023). The card
backing to the blister packaging reveals 1t was made
in Bangladesh and imported into and distributed

in Mexico by Distribuidora Intermex S.A de C.V.
The model’s baseplate however carries no names or
manufacturing details.

As a postscript to this little case study; firstly,
although quite a few of this Edicola series are
currently turning up on ebay (notably from Italy
and France) I sourced my review example from a
UK retail outlet. At £24.98 (inclding P&P) I reckon
that not only 1s a super capture of the Brasila but
also a snip at the price. Secondly, there is only one
significant external difference between the Brazilian
and Mexican made early series Brasilias - a difference

BELOW

such is the world of partwork sourced
models that the same 1/24 Brasilia is now
turning up in Brazilian model shops in three
new colours - beige, white and blue. Equally
of no surprise is that they are now boxed
and marketed as made by IX0.
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. ABOVE How convoluted

- is this: a model of a

. Mexican version Brazilian
~ designed automobile sold
~in Brazil in a model range
~ of US cars as a Californian
- Classic!

. BELOW LEFT First quarter
. 2024 releases from

_ AutocCult (top to bottom):
1933 Mercedes-Benz 170

~ Stromlinie, 1947 Lancia,

- 1929 Packhard"Glasscock
. Speedster”, 1938 Citroen

11, 1950 the very first

~ Monteverdi and the 1984

~Lancia "Delta S4 Group B”
. Prototype all as described
~on page 23 (right)

]
 Whilst

1/43 may,
~ generally,
~ appear to be
~inaperiod
~ Of popularity
~ decline there
s certainly
no tailing
Off In the
~enthusiastic
-~ following that
~ AutoCult has.

I

that marks the Edicola model out as Mexican - and
that 1s in the steel wheel rim style. The Brazilian
versions had elongated slots in them whilst Mexican
ones had the more familiar standard VW rim.

And a twist to the tale: whilst undertaking quite

bit of internet research as preparation for this review
[ discovered that three other colour variations of the |
model - with a different number plate - were available \
in Brazil as part of a series marketed as Branca 1/24
California Classics! Such are the twists, turns and
backtracks that are part of delving into partwork
diecasts...

Whilst 1/43 may, generally, appear to be in a period
of popularity decline there 1s certainly no tailing off in

the enthusiastic following that AutoCult has.

AUTOCULT UPDATE
The tirst quarter of 2024 has seen yet more
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enchanting sealed resin 1/43 models from AutoCult
in both its own range, the Avenue 43 series and

the Ravensberger Handelskontor’s Exclusive
“Masterpiece” range. As usual each model 1s a 333pcs
production run.

e Mercedes-Benz 170 Stromlinie Erdmann &

Rossi - 1933 (#04040)
The latest addition to AutoCult’s “Stromlinie”

(Streamlined) catalogue category comes this superb
looking model that will surely be heading for many
Mercedes-Benz model collections. Styled by Berlin
based luxury coach-works specialist Erdmann & Rossi
it was displayed at the JAMA in Berlin in February
1933. It had a futuristically styled aerodynamical body
line based on a Mercedes Benz 170, which proved
controversial. In retrospect the Erdmann & Rossi
Mercedes-Benz was several years ahead of its time.

e Lancia LP01 - 1947 (#06060)

This dramatically styled prototype was the realisation
of a design envisaged by the then 32-year-old Gianni
Lancia when he took on a key role in Lancia in 1947.
With a bodywork styling influenced partly by the
need to duct air to the rear mounted V8 engine it

1s another of AutoCult’s models that celebrates the
extensive influence of ‘Carozzeria Ghia’ in twentieth
century automobile history.

e Packhard 6th Series Thompson Special
"Glasscock Speedster” - 1929 (#02032)

A dashing one-oft Speedster that has survived to the
present day and 1s now on display at the Driving
Museum in El Segundo, California.

e Citroen 11 Berline Gazogene - 1938 (#05047)
A historically important model predictably of interest
to a variety of thematic collectors 1s this coal burning
adaptation dating from the German occupation of

France in World War Two by the company Fab Elgazo
Tarbes.

* Monteverdi Special - 1950 (#05045)
The modest but adventurous start to a Swiss

automotive legend: Peter Monteverdi’s first car and

~ ABOVE Mini GTs 1/64

~ Nissan Z 400 Yellow

-~ Pandem - 2024

. (MGT00752) "'youngtimer’.

~ ABOVE ...and proving

~ there are still some

. 'oldtimers’ to be found

~ amongst the latest Mini
. GT 1/64 releases the

. Porsche 911 (901) - 1963
~ in blue (MGT00707).

. ABOVE The unique, full

. sized, 1991 version of

- the Ford X 2000 Concept
~Car built by the custom

- builder legend Andy

. "Automotive Alchemist”
- Saunders and now

~ modelled in 1/43 by

~ AutoCult for Ravensberger configuration the rear third of which was all glass and

Handelskontor's Exclusive

“Masterpiece” range.

BELOW My favourite pair
. from AutocCult this quarter:
- The Avenue 43 Pontiac

Firebird Pegasus 365 and

the Plymouth Cabana
~ Concept. Remember these
are 1/43 scale models not

1/18 ones.

one that he made when just 17 years old.

e Lancia SE038-001 "Delta S4 Gruppo B

~ Prototipo” - 1984 (#07029)

An absolute essential addition to any Lancia rally

~ themed collections: the prototype for WRC Delta S4!

~ AVENUE 43

~ Now I have to say that whilst American cars are not

~ normally my thing the following batch include some
candidate nominations for my Model of the Year

- 2024...

e Pontiac Firebird Pegasus 365 - 1970 (#60109)
A sensational design study initiated by GM Design

~ Vice President William “Bill” L. Mitchell, the Pegasus
365 combined a stock Firebird body with a Ferrari
V-12 engine to make a wild experimental show car.

~ Another survivor it now resides in the in the GM

~ Heritage collection. The detailing on the model is
amazing thanks to AutoCult choosing to replicate

~ the original gold pin striping over deep candy

red paintwork that was sadly reduced as part of a

~ makeover in 2012.

February brought a significant pair of models that

are 'must-haves' in any Porsche collection: Porsche
= 928 Cabrio Prototyp - 1987, silver (#60106)

and Porsche 928 Cabrio Carelli Design - 1981,
red (#60107).

March brings us to one of my favourites of this

~ quarter and yet another of Ghia’s contribution to

evolving automotive design...
* Plymouth Cabana Concept - 1958 (#60105)

A station wagon concept featuring an unusual roof

acted as both the rear side windows and rear window.

EDITION MASTERPIECE

e Tatra 600 Cabriolet Sodomka - 1949 (#90288)
~ Premiered at the 1949 Geneva Motor Show, this

imposing one-oft Tatra convertible has a fascinating
historic story to tell of life between the Geneva show
and being finally renovated for its permanent home in
~ the Tatra Technical Museum, Koprivnice in 1978.

* Ford X 2000 Concept Car - 1958 (#90246)
Last but not least, and indeed in many ways best of
- all: premiered as a 30 inch 3/8th scale design study

model in 1958 (by designers at Ford led by
' Alex Tremulis and Bill Balla) it wasn't
until 1991 that a unique, full sized,
version was built by the custom
builder legend that 1s Andy
' Saunders from Poole
in Dorset. It 1s an aside
but a very relevant one,
that Andy’s multiple
award winning book The
Automotive Alchemist published
in November 2022 is enthralling
reading that covers the many amazing
cars that he has created. I can only sincerely hope that

- AutoCult find a space 1n its forward program to model
one of my all time favourites of Andy’s creation - DEJA
~ that has been extensively displayed including at last
year’s Beaulieu International Autojumble. B
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24 OUT & ABOUT

Cathy Herron got up early to visit the longest running
tractor and construction show In the UK...

t made a very pleasant change to see that the
sun was shining across The Fens, as I made
my way to Spalding... it made the early start

much more enjoyable! The reason for my
journey? To visit the 37th Spalding Model
Tractor & Construction Show, held at Springfields
Events and Conference Centre.

The show was founded in 1987 by Colin Boor
and Stuart Gibbard. Bill Richardson had run his farm
toy show on his farm in East Hatley, Bedfordshire
and this sparked the idea of a show closer to home
with Colin saying "Why travel all over the country
looking for model tractors when we could get them
to come to us?" and so Spalding Model Tractor Show
was born.

[t 1s now 1n the safe hands of Kerry Gooden and
Daniel Hewitt. A young and enthusiastic couple
with a range of knowledge in the market, and big
ideas for the event’s future. Kerry said: "Our aim 1s
to elevate this event and transform it into the largest
and most exceptional show in the country. As both
participants and traders in various shows, we possess a

unique understanding of what traders and attendees
desire. We're dedicated to delivering an extraordinary
experience that caters to the needs and desires of
everyone involved".

This model tractor and construction show has
become a must-see for collectors and dealers of both
models and literature from all over the world. But you
don't have to be a collector to enjoy the show - there's
something for everyone and it was encouraging to see
many families with young children in attendance. If
you were interested in dioramas and displaying your
collection, you were 1n luck too as the show featured
many impressive displays; dairy farm scenes, combine
harvesters out in the field or miniature figures
enjoying a refreshing drink.

More information about the next event, planned
for Sunday 6th October, can be found at www.
spaldingmodeltractorshow.com or by emailing
the organisers directly at spaldingmodeltractor@
gmail.com. If social media is more your thing, then
the show has an active Facebook account showcasing

highlights, pictures and videos. Il

Spalding Model
Tractor Show

. ABOVE

. Visitors and stallholders

. browsing in the main hall
-~ at the show.

. BELOW
Diorama on display from
. Strictly Figures.
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ABOVE

As well as organising the show, Kerry and Daniel had their own stall selling a range of

G&M Farm Models was celebrating its 40th anniversary
farming models and collectables.

over the weekend!

— mE ?r?g \S/En stayed out lon
It wasn't just farming models on display, there was a Fancy something other than diecast models? Reading y 5

large construction presence too. material, catalogues and magazines were on offer. Enuuen ferenivg el
- size tractors outside.
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Ron Watts' stand had a wide selection of models; from If you were looking for ideas on how to display your . attraction.
vintage diecast right up to present day Britains. collections, there were plenty of dioramas on show.
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AUDI SPORT QUATTRO S1-PART 2

wildest Quattro

In 1985 Audi Sport decided some work had to be done in their Quattro
S1 rally car. Strong competition showed that more power and a shorter
wheelbase were not enough. Francisco Mota goes back to the WRC
Group B era to find out how the Ingolstadt-based rally team developed

their wildest car.

n part 1 of this Audi Sport Quattro S1
story (Diecast Collector, May 2024 1ssue), we
concentrated in the first evolution of Audi’s

short wheelbase rally car from the mid-1980s.

_ Until then, the German squad accumulated
considerable success with consecutive evolutions of
the original Quattro long wheelbase version. However,
competition got stronger and the technical department
decided something had to be done to increase the
speed of the car in all types of rally surfaces, particularly
on tarmac. Two major decisions were taken, the first
one was to develop a more powerful version of the

. original in-line five cylinder turbocharged engine. The

second one was to shorten the wheelbase making the
car considerably shorter and more nimble, something
the works drivers had always asked for. For marketing
reasons, the engine position was kept unchanged,
longitudinal and ahead of the front axle. It was not
ideal, for weight distribution purposes, but it was seen
as essential to keep a direct link to Audi’s road cars at
the time. So much so that a road version of this first
evolution Audi Sport Quattro was made and sold just
like any other ordinary Audi model.

MORE POWER, BIGGER WINGS

[t didn't take much time for Audi’s engineering team
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. LEFT

. From left, three Sport

. Quattro S1 E2: 1986

. Portugal, 1985 Ulster and
. 1985 Sanremo, all models
by Spark.

=

HB Acoen TEAN

- \
-

to understand that their car was not enough to beat

the new Group B machinery that was being launched,
namely the Peugeot 205 T16, with its mid-engined
layout, that gave 1t much better balance. Audi was not
ready to follow the same route, even if a mid-engined
Audi Quattro prototype was indeed built and road
tested, before it went back to the workshop and never
to be seen again. Audi still wanted their Group B rally
car to be a “development” from their road cars, even if
the most extreme of them all.

The Sport Quattro S1 Evolution 2 was conceived
and tested during the first halt of 1985. It looked
incredible, closer to a racing prototype than a rally
car, with enormous rear wing, front spoiler and wide
wheel arches. It took the homologation file to the
extreme, in terms of aerodynamics. No other Group
B car went so far in this respect and the look of this
truly monstrous rally car is what makes it so famous
until today.

Do not be fouled by its looks, though, as there
was true substance under all that dramatic shape. The
stroke of the engine was slightly reduced, dropping
the capacity to 2110 cc, but enabling power and

torque to rise significantly, 550 PS were announced
at the time. However it was said that the in-line five
cylinder engine could get to as much as 600 PS,

for short periods. The oil, water and transmission
radiators were moved to the rear of the car. This was
to balance as much as possible the weight of the E2
towards the rear. The big rear wing had, partially, the
same eftect at speed.

DEBUTED IN THE USA

The new Audi Sport Quattro ST E2 made its world
debut in the hands of Hannu Mikkola and Arne
Hertz in the Olympus rally in Washington State,
USA 1in July 1985.The car could not score points
yet, however it easily won against an older Quattro
long wheelbase driven by the local John Buffum.
This engagement was also meant to be a rehearsal
for an event that would be the USA leg of the WRC
championship the following year.

Model maker Spark launched a 1/43 replica of this
first seen S1 E2 and it looks great in its all white no-
livery look. The model has the correct narrow gravel
wheels and tyres, yellow mud flaps and no extra

"

A mid-engined

Audl Quattro

 prototype was

bullt and road
tested, before

It went back to

the WOorkshop
and never
to be seen

again. Audi still

wanted their
Group B rally
cartobe a

“development”
from their road

cars, even
If the most
extreme of

them all.
I
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224 AUDI SPORT QUATTRO S$1 - PART 2

ABOVE The first S1 E2 to be raced by the works team was this white car, first in the USA Olympus rally, in 1985 and

than in that same year's Ulster rally. Both models by Spark.

spotlights at the front. It also features oval export
German license plates and complete cockpit with all
the rally ancillaries.

The exact same car was flown to the Ulster Rally,
later in the same month, for female driver Michele
Mouton to race in. Suspension was changed to

tarmac specifications and wider slick tyres were fitted.

Interestingly, due to contractual arrangements of
Audi UK, the car had to run on Pirellis, rather than
the Michelins on which the suspension had been
developed. Mouton described the car as nervous, also
because the suspension was found too soft for the

fast Irish roads. The biggest problem she found was
an uncontrollable turbocharger pressure rise that led
the team to retire the car, before the engine destroyed
itself. Spark also reproduced this version, with the
lower and wider suspension settings, no mud flaps,
the trademark Audi six spotlights and extra Pirelli and
Shell O1il sponsors. The pair looks absolutely great
side by side.

THE FIRST WRC RALLY

The tirst WR C outing was in Argentina with a single
S1 E2 that retired due to engine failure. Next was
Finland’s 1000 Lakes rally, where a complete team of

i e 8

HB oo s TEAM

\ .‘1’;.

two cars was entered, for Mikkola and Blomqvist. The
cars now had water spray to cool the brake discs, to
cure a problem that had surfaced earlier. The Swedish
driver finished second, while the Finn retired with
engine troubles. The S1 E2 was back to Great Britain
in September for the Manx rally, driven again by
Michele Mouton. She retired after a serious accident
that pushed the engine back almost to the bulkhead.
Spark reproduced this ST E2, this time featuring the

Audi Sport colours and the yellow stripes of the works

team sponsor, the cigarette company HB. However,
instead of those logos, the car features Shell Oil and
Pirelli sponsoring, giving it an interesting collector’s
item flavor. The next one 1s the most glorious of

all ST E2s, the 1985 Sanremo winner, driven by
German rally ace Walter Rohrl. From this rally on,
the car featured an even wider rear wing and Spark
reproduced it with all the cigarette logos on the body
and 1n tarmac daylight version, meaning no spotlights
and wide tyres. Minichamps also reproduced this
iconic version, both with and without HB logos.
Those are diecasts, while Spark’s are resincasts both
replicate the Audi very wheel, perhaps Minichamps
six spotlights are not as convincing as the ones used by

Spark 1in this scale model.
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. ABOVE Wide tarmac

. wheels and tyres for the

. Ulster car and no need for
. mud flaps.

. ABOVE Yellow mud flaps
. in the USA olympus rally
. specification, plus narrow
-~ gravel wheels and tyres.

. BOTTOM Note Shell Oil

. sponsor and rear license
. plate positioned further

. down in the 1985 Manx

. version, on the right.

. BELOW Three versions

. with the final HB sponsor’s
. colours, from left: 1985

. Semperit rally with crossed
. spoke wheels, the 1985

. Sanremo winner and the

. 1985 Manx entry with

. Pirelli tyres.

www.ccofgb.co.uk e June 2024




UL A

.%

[t

L.A,EME | AL, '
BOSCM Pl brglesction

Minichamps released two diecast models of the 1985 Sanremo winner, one with the HB logos, sold through Audi dealers and the other without, in
its regular series. Bottom of this page, the three 1986 cars, as entered in Portugal and Monte Carlo, all by Spark.

ABOVE Front to rear,
Minichamps diecast is a
very good scale model,
with all the necessary
details.

ABOVE Iconic front end for
the 1986 Monte Carlo car,
reproduced by Spark.

ABOVE Rear window could
be opened to extract the
spare wheel. Seat belts
anchored to the roll cage.

ABOVE For tarmac stages
of 1986 rally Portugal, Audi
developed these brake
heat extractors.

Before the 1985 WR C season’s last event, the

RAC, Audi Sport entered a S1 E2 in the Semperit
Rally, a leg of the Austrian championship. Rohrl
drove the car that featured a new semi-automatic

.~ gearbox designed by Porsche and later to be used

by the endurance racer Porsche 962. It was called

~ the PDK transmission and worked the clutch system
by itself during stages, the driver only had to care

-~ about manual shifting. Spark did not miss that this car
featured unique golden crossed spoke wheel rims. For
~ the final WRC event of the year, the RAC rally, Audi
~ entered a pair of cars for Mikkola and Rhil, the
German keeping his PDK equipped car. Both retired;
-~ engine failure for the Finn and and an accident for

~ the German.

The 1985 season ended with Peugeot beating Audi

-~ and Salonen beating Blomqvist for the manufacturer’s
-~ and driver’s championships respectively.

THE FINAL SEASON

. For the following season the team had no complete
program, even if they still had a competitive car and
two world champion drivers in Mikkola and R ohrl.
They entered them both for the 1986 Monte Carlo
rally where they finished 3rd and 4th behind the

HEB AasJses: TEAM

[T

HB Acvacs: TEAM

[ 2 I
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winning Lancia Delta S4 driven by Henri Toivonen
and Peugeot’s 205 T16 E2, driven by Timo Salonen.
There were no great differences between the last
cars used 1in 1985 and the new pair of ST E2s used
in the Monte Carlo, so that made things easier for
Spark. They ofter both cars in their catalogue. Only
the rear wings are a little wider still. To make both
appeal to collectors, one 1s fitted with spotlights, the
other without and both look great. That leads us to
the final Audi Group B car ever to be seen rallying in
the WR C. That was the single car Audi Sport entered
for the rally Portugal. The car had new heat exhaust
dishes in the front wheels and those are replicated by
Spark, making it look unique in this collection. The
serious accident that happened in the first day of the
rally led to a works driver’s strike; they claimed there
was not enough safety for the spectators and retired
the event after the first round of morning stages.
This led Audi to cancel the other events they were
planning to enter in the 1986 WR C. However, this
was not the end of the S1 E2.

A car was shipped to the USA Pikes Peak hill
climb, for the local star Bobby Unser to drive and
he dully won the event. A year later, the works team
was back with an even wilder version of their car.

HEB Acaca TEAM
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224 AUDI SPORT QUATTRO S$1 - PART 2

ABOVE This is the S1 E2 as seen in the 1990 Race of Champions, an handbuilt resin model released by GroupBmodels.

Bigger rear wing, a second wing at the front and a
NACA duct on the roof, to cool the rear radiators.

R ohrl won the “race to the clouds™ and established

a new record in doing so. Minichamps released a
replica of this ultimate monster in a very nice gift set.
The model itself features all the extra aerodynamic
devices, side exhaust, tinted glass and a livery with
the Audi Sport colours. Looking at the underside of
the model, we can see detailed suspension, front and
rear, as well as sump and rear differential protections.
The S1 E2 was such an impressive car, that it

raised curiosity from driver’s that never drove it in
period, so it kept been used in the RoC (Race of
Champions), an event that started as a get together
of past and present rally champions. They were to
drive in one-to-one heats, in rallycross style venues,
and find out which was the best of them all. Carlos
Sainz drove one of the S1 E2s in the 1990 RoC and
GroupBModels launched that car, painted black with
Blaupunkt sponsoring. [t's a Code 3 based on an old
resin kit, not a very detailed model, but enough to fill
a gap in this collection. When Group B was cancelled
for the 1987 WRC season, Audi Sport still did a one-
year WRC program, entering the enormous Group A
200 Quattro limousine. The best result they got was a
win in the Safari rally, the only place where a car that

. ABOVE Carlos Sainz never
. drove the S1 E2 in period,
. but he tried it in the 1990
. Race of Champions.

Castro! /AN

. ABOVE Different livery for

. the RoC version that was

. driven by several drivers at
-~ this event.

size could be competitive. After that, they completely | F
or 1987,

Audi Team
~went to PIKeS
Peak hill climb
 with an even
- more extreme
~version of

ST E2. Bigger
rear wing,

a second
wing at the
front and a
NACA aduct
on the roof,
to cool the

rear radiators.
ROhrl won the
~ "race to the

retired from rallying.

However, Audi did not retire from motorsport.
After the WR C they went Stateside, entering a
special 200 Quattro in the TransAm Series, and then
a 700 bhp 90 Quattro in the IMSA series. After that
they returned to Germany for the D'TM series and
later dominated the world endurance championship
and Le Mans 24 hours for a decade. In the previous
three years, Audi competed in the Dakar, winning
this year. Now, they are heading to Formula 1 and
nobody risks to bet against them.

ABOVE Underneath the 1987 Pikes Peak model by
Minichamps, with great suspension and transmission
details.

Minichamps released a diecast replica

of the wildest S1 E2 ever, the 1987
Pikes Peak winner with its extreme
aerodynamic Kit.

clouas”...

!

ABOVE The wildest rear
. wing ever to be seen on an
. Audi Sport Quattro S1 E2.
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TOY COLLECTORS PRICE GUIDE

Bringing you nearly 100 pages of auction prices from the past year

PRICE GUIDE: WE HELP PUT A VALUE ON YOUR COLLECTION!

TOY COLLEC ?RS
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YOUR ESSENTIAL FIELD GUIDE TO CLASSIC TOY COLLECTABLES

P I— ——
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Over £360,000 worth
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SCAN TO
ORDER
THE NEW
2024
EDITION

covering vintage
diecast, railways,

Dinky Toys pre-war No.28kE
Pickfords Removal & Storage
van ‘Over 100 Branches'.

Sold for £1000.

INCLUDING...

M Bing, Wrenn and Bachmann
we have them all covered

B Hundreds of models from
Corgi, Dinky & many more

B From Schuco and Mettoy
to Chad Valley and Sutcliffe

Avoid overpaying, underselling or missing out on a good deal. Whether
you're interested in diecast vehicles, model railways, tinplate, toy soldiers
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