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News&Events

Here's a round-up of the latest hobby news and events.

HORNBY TAKES CONTROL

OF OXFORD DIECAST

ON 30th July 2021, Hornby plc announced that it has acquired the
remaining 519, of LCD Enterprises Limited ("LCD") that it did not
already hold, from Lyndon Davies, CEO of the company, and his wife
Catherine Davies, who together owned this remaining stake. LCD
holds majority interests in the Oxford Diecast Group, which supplies
diecast model vehicles and railway products to the collector, gift and
hobby markets in the UK, Hong Kong and North America.

On 8th December 2017, Hornby plc completed the acquisition of 49
per cent of the issued ordinary share capital of LCD. On 20th February
2020, Hornby plc entered into the Amendment and Restatement
Agreement, a conditional agreement pursuant to which the LCD SPA
was amended and restated such that the end of the Lock-In Period
relating to certain rights of the Company and Lyndon Davies and
Catherine Davies, was extended to 8th December 2023, being the sixth
anniversary of completion of the LCD SPA.

Hornby plc has now agreed to acquire the remaining 519, per cent.
of the issued share capital of LCD, for a total cash consideration of
£1.3 million. For the financial year ended 31st December 2020, LCD

CORGI MODEL CLUB
AND CORGI CONFIRM
DUAL MODEL RELEASE

THE latest release in the new Corgi Model Club series, manufactured by Corgi and
distributed by Blue 14, has just begun to arrive with customers. This exciting range of
1960s retrospective recreations is now up to six releases, with many more scheduled

to follow — all faithful re-toolings of popular original Corgi Toys.
No 417 Land Rover Breakdown Truck is perfectly remodelled and is virtually

OXFORD &

reported a net profit after tax of approximately £0.2 million. At the
time of completion of the Acquisition, LCD is expected to have total
assets of circa £5.1 million, and liabilities of circa £2.4 million resulting
in (unaudited) net assets of £2.7 million. Pursuant to the Acquisition,
the Group will acquire LCD's inventories and other assets, as well as
liabilities.

Hornby believes that the Oxford Diecast Group's portfolio of
brands and industry knowledge are complimentary to its existing
brand portfolio and that opportunities exist for the two businesses to
work collaboratively together to grow both businesses. The Group is
well placed to leverage the value of the LCD inventory and to further
develop the brand's intellectual property, which includes a range of
scale models that complement the Hornby product ranges.

In a move that had been widely expected over recent years, it will be
very interesting to see how the ranges develop and work together in
the coming years. The factories out in China that produce products for
both companies will, no doubt, work very efficiently together. We look
forward to seeing further developments. B

GOOD NEWS FOR
BRITISH SPORTS
CAR COLLECTORS

THE tiny company of HRG that built lightweight traditional
British sports cars in Tolworth, Surrey, has become the
subject of a new model developed by Esval Models.

Esval has examined a number of real HRG 1500s of 1947,
and created both hood-up and hood-down versions, to be

indistinguishable when compared alongside an original example, even down to the box,
which is replicated as closely as possible to the original and is exactly the same size.

In an interesting twist, Corgi itself is to release a 417S version with “Spring
Suspension” as No RT41701 (pictured) and, together with the Corgi Model Club
release, these will mirror the two versions available in period, when originally sold.
Find out more about the new 4175, priced at £21.99) by searching for product
RT41701 at www.corgi.co.uk.

Following on from the Land Rover Breakdown Truck, Corgi Model Club has now
confirmed the next batch of replicas to be offered — Mustang Fastback 2+2 (No 325),
Ghia 5000 Mangusta with De Tomaso chassis

(271), Bentley Continental (224), Ford
Thunderbird (215S), James Bond Aston
Martin DB5 (261), Cadillac
Superior Ambulance (437),
Jaguar 4.2-litre E-Type
(335), Mercedes 300SL
(303S) and Mini Traveller
Surfing Roofrack (485).
To start collecting
these terrific recreations,
join’ the club - for more
information, go to www.
corgimodelclub.com. B

released in December this year. They will appear in black,
mid blue, dark green and red.

The 1500 model was very successful as a new sports car
in post-war Britain, competing in many races at Le Mans,
Spa and the Alpine and RAC rallies. Not since the white
metal heydays have we seen any models of this car, and the
whole story can be seen in a forthcoming article by David
Wright.

This model is bound to be popular with British sports car
enthusiasts, and we hope to get more news on price and
launch date soon. B
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Contact rick.wilson@warnersgroup.co.uk

JOHN BRAMLEY AYREY
1933-2021 7=

IT is with great sadness that we

received the news of the death

of the much respected founder

of John Ayrey Die-Casts, John

Ayrey himself. John was taken

ill during the middle of June

and was admitted to the Royal -

Bournemouth Hospital. He was suffering with breathmg and heart problems
and died peacefully in hospital during the night of 20th/21st June 2021. He
leaves a wife Jennifer, and a son, John Trevor.

John was born in December 1933, in Saltaire, not far from the company’s
head office in West Yorkshire. Then, after doing his National Service in the
Army Dental Corps, he and his father opened a market stall in Bradford Market
selling dentures, etc. But then, in January 1950, he and his father bought a
model shop at Frizinghall, Bradford which became the Bradford Model Railway
Centre. In the early sixties they bought a second shop in Huddersfield, which
John managed, leaving his father to run the Bradford shop. It was in the
mid-sixties that two of the current owners of John Ayrey Die-Casts, Norman
Hinchliffe and Andrew Feather, became friends with John. Norman worked at
the Huddersfield shop and Andrew at the Bradford shop, but the three were
drawn together by a mutual interest in trolleybuses and railways.

John and his father went on to open shops in Leeds and Manchester, but,
following his father’s death in 1976, John gradually sold all four shops, the
Bradford one becoming Frizinghall Models & Railways, which came back into
the company’s group in April 2017. Because of his interest in models and
travelling around Europe, John started the current wholesale business working
from his garage in Baildon. But John was always at the forefront of innovation
and the business grew rapidly. He was the first to produce promotional models
by several companies, including Corgi and Lledo. He also gained many
exclusive European agencies.

In the mid-nineties, John wanted to step back a little and asked Norman to
help him run the business, but, after suffering a heart attack, he decided to
retire to Bournemouth, one of his favourite holiday haunts. So with help from
Norman'’s wife, Judith, and her family, plus Andrew Feather, the wholesale
business was purchased from John. But he had models in his blood and,
despite his retirement, he suggested the company open its Dorset branch,
where he helped out and did local deliveries right up to early June — he was
dedicated to the model trade and loved talking to customers.

The editor had the great pleasure of meeting and chatting with John during
Oxford Diecast open days that were held at the Dorset branch over recent
years, and can echo the sentiments that he was a real gentleman, a great
character, a true Yorkshireman and will be a great loss to us all. B

www.ccofgb.co.uk

E www.twitter.com/CollectorClubGB

www.facebook.com/Collectors ClubOfGreatBritain/

www.instagram.com/ccofgb

www.youtube.com/CollectorsClubofGB

GOT A STORY?

. £

Time flies when you're having fun.
Apparently. That's certainly the
case with my job, with most days
spent looking at or writing about
fabulous diecasts both old and new.

But as the issues come and
go, it's easy to lose count. Once
an issue has gone to press,

['ve already been planning and
working on the next magazines,
several months ahead. My very
first issue in the hot seat was
number 192 - October 2013. So
whilst I relinquished my chair to
Tim Morgan for a couple of years
(who, bizarrely, I used to live over
the road from in Kent, back in our
school days - we even went to the
same school at the same time too),
there is only one issue in eight
years that I didn't have an article
or some involvement with. Eight
years. Crikey.

I'm now going to fast forward
a year, to the October 2022
issue. Those of you with a keen
appreciation of maths might have
already done the sums - this is
number 288. Add 12 and, yes,
you've got it, we are only 12 months
away from number 300! Now divide
that by 12...

Done it yet? You should get 25.
Yes, TWENTY-FIVE! This time next
year, Diecast Collector will be 25
years old. When that first issue
appeared on the shelves in 1997,
who'd have thought that we'd still
be here and going so strong?

Needless to say, we have a few
things already in the works to
mark this amazing occasion. We
will certainly be going through
the archives to look back at some
of the highlights, but we also
hope to have something rather
special to share with you - well a
few lucky winners at least. I'd be
open to ideas too, so if you have
any thoughts as to how we could
celebrate this milestone, it would
be wonderful to hear from you.

So jot your thoughts down and
pop them in the post (or email) - I
can't wait to hear from you!

A Rick Wilson, Editor

WRITE TO
THE EDITOR...

If you want to write a
letter for publication
in Diecast Collector,
you can contact Rick
on rick.wilson@
warnersgroup.co.uk

Cotiectors Club
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New an

HORNBY ANNOUNCES
“INEVITABLE” PRICE
INCREASES

HORNBY has released a statement
regarding a pricing update: “The widely
reported global shortages of shipping
containers and raw materials, primarily **
caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, had ==
led to the drastic inflation in shipping v
and container prices, as well as the
rising material costs due to shortages.
As a company we (Hornby) have ‘
absorbed these extremely large price
increases for the last six months in the hope that the container and other shortages
were a short-term issue, but having consulted our shipping agents and raw material
suppliers, both at home and abroad, this does sadly not seem to be the case. We have
therefore been forced to relook at our cost forecasts for this financial year and it is with
regret that we will, to accommodate these continually spiralling shipping and material
costs, increase our prices by approximately 109%, across all (Hornby) brands, excluding
Humbrol.

“Please be aware that we (Hornby) have not taken this decision lightly, but to ignore
such huge increases in shipping and material costs both as imports and exports would

AA28801 Bristol F28B Fighter D-8063, RAF No 139
Squadron, Villaverla, italy, Sept 1918 |

- ~ £76.99

not only be delaying the inevitable but also seriously damage the profitability gains that

all at Hornby have worked so hard to achieve over these last three to four years.”

Clearly the damage that the Covid-19 pandemic has caused goes much further than the

actual virus and has, and will, regrettably continue for some time to come. An example
of the price increases, which have already been implemented, Corgi’s new Bristol F.2B
Fighter, the subject of the article on pages 48 and 49 of this issue, was £69.99 when
released only a couple of months ago, is now £76.90.

As collectors, we totally understand that this is a necessary measure to protect and

preserve the manufacturers and, to be honest, it is a small price to pay for their continued

presence. There will inevitably be casualties over and above those we have already seen
as a result of the pandemic, but measures such as this will help to keep our hobby alive.

[t is a brave move by Hornby, and the company’s honesty is to be applauded. Many others

will surely follow.

CORGI'S TYPE 2 VW CAMPER
TRIBUTE TO 'OUR DARRELL

DUE to go on sale in October, the first two examples of Corgi's wonderful newly-tooled VW Type
2 Bay Window Camper are shown below as 'signed samples’, meaning these are ready to go into
production. The tooling was very much from the heart of Corgi's Brand Manager, Darrell Burge,

who sadly and very suddenly passed away in February this year.
VA14600, in Marino Yellow and Pastel White (below, right) is modelled on the very vehicle

owned by Darrell and his wife, complete with its stylish Porsche Fuchs wheels. The 'RAT-look’ on

the left (VA14601) will also be available soon - both will be priced at £32.99.

"Little Miss Pepper", as Darrell's vehicle is known, comes with a lovely tribute card in the box.

See www.corgi.co.uk, or contact your preferred retailer. B

THE DELAY

WE understand from
speaking with several of
our subscribers that many
of you did not receive
your copies of Diecast
Collector on the expected date last month.
We investigated with our distribution
company and can confirm that they were
picked up on the correct date, but the
current shortage of HGV drivers meant
that distribution through the Royal Mail
system incurred delays. We apologise for
any disappointments and hope that this
situation will be resolved soon.

WOODY CORRECTION

MIKE Coupe, of Spa Craft Models, has
asked us to correct a little information that
crept into David Wright’s recent article

on ‘woodies’. The Austin 70 Hampshire

is incorrectly described, both in the main
text, and in the information relating to the
photo, as a Kenna Model - it should be
credited to Spa Croft Models. Pete Kenna
was commissioned by Mike to do the
master, but the model was financed by Spa
Croft Models and issued under that brand.
Pete Kenna never produced the Hampshire
under his brand - his was the Hereford, as
correctly described.

AND ANOTHER CORRECTION

WILL Roe (CDMC), very kindly took

the time to contact us to point out an

error in part 1 of the Britains centenary
celebrations in the September issue.

On page 24, a caption was duplicated in
error. The third picture down should have
carried the caption “The square-nose
four-wheel lorry, based on a Morris lorry,
was available in both the farm and military
ranges. Introduced during the 1930s, it was
replaced after the war with the new round
nose Commer lorry.”

RUBY TOYS MOVES TO PROMOD

FOLLOWING the sad news, late last year,
of the passing of Ruby Toy’s proprietor,
John Hope, his son Jay has passed on the
great news that Graham Ward, at Promod,
has brought Ruby Toys under his umbrella.
Graham had already been heavily involved
in the development, so this is a wonderfully
natural progression. News of new models
and liveries will be announced in due
course.

MORE KAIDO HOUSE DATSUN 510
RELEASES FROM MINI GT

KAIDO House and MINI GT have
announced two more models. Available

in either orange (KHMGO003) or red
(KHMGO004) versions, the Datsun 510 Pro
Street is superb detailed. For UK wholesale
enquiries, get in touch with Clevelands
Diecast (www.clevelandsdiecast.co.uk).

6 * www.ccofgb.co.uk « October 2021



Matchbox Superfast 30a Faun Crane Truck
Sold For £1000 - July 2021 X

September 2021 Auction Dates

® Wednesday 15th - Diecast Sale

® Thursday 16th - Diecast Sale

©® Tuesday 21st - General Toy Sale

® Wednesday 22nd - Specialist Diecast Collection

® Thursday 23rd - TV & Film Related Sale

©® Friday 24th - Model Train Sale

® Tuesday 28th - Military, Civilian Figures, Equipment & Accessories Sale
® Wednesday 29th - Matchbox Sale

® Thursday 30th - Matchbox Sale

Auctions commence at 10.00am unless otherwise stated - Dates are correct at time of print but are subject to change

A NEW TELEVISION SERIES ABOUTTOYS TO BE FILMED AT VECTIS FORTHE YESTERDAY CHANNEL
If you're interested in taking part or want to find out more please feel free to get in touch
with the BBC team, or talk to one of us.

email: kirk.barber@bbc.co.uk or admin@vectis.co.uk

Catalogues & online bidding at vectis.co.uk & invaluable.com

Vectis Head Office - Fleck Way, Thornaby,
Stockton-on-TeesTS179JZ -Tel: 01642 750616
Vectis Oxford Office - Unit 6, North Leigh Business Park,

t .
North Leigh, Witney, Oxon OX29 6SN - Tel: 01993 709424

Vectis Auctions - The World’s Leading Auction House for Collectable Toys

Please check our website for forthcoming auction dates - enquiries at admin@vectis.co.uk



Our team of experts take a look at this
month's model releases, including fine
handbuilt replicas, scale construction
and the latest in farm models.

MEE I I HE B B Rick

Wilson

= B el Cciitor [ Richard
— 4 | and Carlson
Handbuilt

general
reviews N = models

BBURAGO'S BRACE OF 2020 F1 FERRARIS
MAKE FOR A GREAT TEAM OFF TRACK TOO

first Prancing Horse, the 125 S, 8th and Vettel 10th - 28.345

1’1 8 S C a le and of the 125 F1 that took to and 29.983 seconds respectively

the track in the Monaco Grand behind the race winner, Lewis
BBURAGO Prix on 21 May 1950. For the Hamulton.
Ferrari SF1000 F1 2020 Tuscan GP #16 - Charles Leclerc past 71 years, Ferrari has been Bburago's brace of beauties
Ferrari SF1000 F1 2020 Tuscan GP #5 - Sebastian Vettel ever pr‘esent‘in every year of the  proudly wear 2 dark red finish
PRICE: £74.09 each championship. and the graphics are all there,
REF NO: B18-16808L (Leclerc) and B18-16808V (Vettel) Drivers Charles Leclerc and including the special "1000 GP"
Sebastian Vettel also had special logos and the 'hand-painted'
race suits for the occasion, race numbers. Detailing is very
IN September 2020, Scuderia The Maranello marque matching the cars' colour. Even good and the models represent
Ferrari took part in its 1000th planned several initiatives, the look of the race numbers excellent value, with driver
Grand Prix. This milestone took  starting with a celebratory on both cars reflected the figures included. The graphics
place at the Mugello Circuit, a livery worn by both cars for tradition of the past, giving the on both Leclerc's and Vettel's are
facility owned by the Maranello the whole race weekend. The impression of being hand- simply stunning. The same can
marque, which was also hosting SF1000s featured a burgundy painted onto the bodywork. be said for the various sponsor
a Formula 1 race for the very colour, a faithful reproduction Sadly, the performance of logos that adorn the car - the
first time. of the shade of red of the very the cars during the race didn't edges are beautifully crisp.
match up to the fabulous special The body 1s diecast and the

livery, with Leclerc finishing front and rear wings, undertray
and suspension components are
. moulded plastic. The finishing
- touch 1s the very realistic feel
and look to the Pirelli tyres,

with markings
denoting tyre

-~ 'I‘f Ps type correctly

QD _. ~

>N placed too.
A - - -
~ V Suspension detail

1s good and the
wing elements are well-
represented.

Don't just buy one, why not
splash out and get both? They

look absolutely superb together,

Both SF1000s look superb,
don't you think?

battling it out side-by-side.

8 * www.ccofgb.co.uk * October 2021



THIS MONTH'S INDEPTH REVIEWS:

3 Bburago's pair of Ferrari SF1000 racers from the 2020
Tuscan Grand Prix in special 1000th GP livery.

1 3 Large-scale English Electric Lightning by Corgi.
14 Automodello's Cadillac Allante Convertible.

18 EDITOR'S CHOICE - White Western Star truck by Ixo.

IXO Incredibly appealing replica of this
1954 GMCg50 COE marvellousy quirky vintage GMC truck.
SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £35.99 Stunning finish and wonderful detailing
REF: TRo81 thoughout.

www.ayrey.co.uk

Steven {

Downes David
Construction Pullen
& Trucks 2 Farming

CORGI Wearing Sehba Basra's absolutely
Wrightbus New Routemaster - Arriva  brilliant design, the winner of a school
London "Our Hillingdon" competition, the livery is incredibly well
SCALE: 1/76 PRICE: £42.99 REF: OM46632A applied. A really inspirational model.

www.corgi.co.uk

It's close going into that corner! Careful you don't touch, guys, Mattia
Binotto will not be pleased if you do.

IXO Wonderful model of this rarely

1996 Ford Escort Turnier replicated car. Excellent finish all over
SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £26.99 and lovely detailing, representing
REF: CLC364 superb value.

How long and thin are the current crop of F1 cars? The SF1000

) www.ayrey.co.uk
demonstrates this well.

BBURAGO Nicely detailed as part of Bburago's
Ferrari F430 GT2 2008 premium racing range. Excellent finish
SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £19.99 and good detail adorn the well-captured
REF: B18-36303 body shape.

The graphics on both of the drivers' crash helmets are outstanding - this is
Sebastian Vettel's. www.tobar.co.uk

October 2021 * www.ccofgb.co.uk + §



IXO

Alfa Romeo GTV6 - Balas/Laine #15
Tour de Course 1986

SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £43.99 REF: RAC319

www.ayrey.co.uk

Delightful model of this very attractive
classic Alfa Romeo. Beautifully finished
throughout, with excellent, crisp
graphics applied.

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF THE
ROYAL REGIMENT OF FUSILIERS

e

CORGI

Wrightbus New Routemaster -
Go-Ahead London - Royal Fusilliers
SCALE: 1/76 PRICE: £42.99 REF: OM46627A

www.corgi.co.uk

WEISE-TOYS

Fendt Vario 926 Vario Stotz Tractor
(1999 - 2002)

SCALE: 1/32 PRICE: 74.90 € REF: 2061

www.weise-toys.de

MATRIX SCALE MODELS
1953-55 Sunbeam Alpine - Open
Metallic Light Blue

FUSJ‘LIER,

Destination Blackwall on route
15, proudly wearing the Fusiliers'
50th anniversary livery from 2018.
Wonderfully executed.

For this special edition of its excellent
Fendt 926 tractor, weise-toys has
finished it in Stotz Agrartechnik
company colours.

Lovely model, very well-finished and
detailed, down to the accurate fascia

and steering wheel with column change.

SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £100.00 REF: MX 41807-021 = Interior is in beige.

www.matrixscalemodels.com

HOLLAND OTO

VDL Futura 2 - Marbill Coaches, Beith
SCALE: 1/87

PRICE: £37.00

www.buckiemodelcentre.com

BBURAGO

Porsche 911 Carrera S
SCALE: 1/24 PRICE: £14.99
REF: B18-21065

www.tobar.co.uk

MATRIX SCALE MODELS
1953-55 Sunbeam Alpine - Top up
Cherry Red

The latest release in Buckie Model
Centre's Scottish Coach Collection.
Beautifully finished in this simple but
attractive livery. Limited to 100.

Sublime black paintwork really finishes
off this great value Porsche well. With
opening doors, excellent wheels and
some good interior detail.

Another beauty, in Cherry Red with
beige top and interior. Even the
trafficator arms are modelled, just aft of

SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £100.00 REF: MX 41807-022 @ the doors.

www.matrixscalemodels.com

WIKING

Fendt 1046 Vario Tractor - Chrome
Edition

SCALE: 1/32 PRICE: £89.95 REF: 077856

www.wiking.de

Wiking’'s latest Fendt 1000 series
features a light grey transparent bonnet
panel, chromed exhaust and chromed
lights. It's well engineered and finished.

10 . www.ccofgb.co.uk * October 2021



Clevelands Wholesale Limited

Woodcock Hill Industrial Estate Tel: +44 (0)1923 711772
Harefield Road, Rickmansworth Email; sales@clevelandsdiecast.co.uk
Herts WD3 1PQ www.clevelandsdiecast.co.uk
FOLLOW US LIKE US YU | SEELATEST MODELS
DIECAST « MODEILSes HOBBIESe TOYS @ClevelandsTrade ClevelandsTrade Tube - user/ClevelandsTrade

Wholesale distribution of all major model, hobby and toy brands to the trade

ITRADE ONLY

UK DISTRIBUTOR FOR:

MGTO00280 - 1/64 FORD GT MK Il 2019 " MGT00158- 1/64 LAND ROVER DEFENDER 110 BADAN
GOODWOOD FESTICAL OF SPEED (LHD) INTELIJEN NEGARA INDONESIA (LHD) EMS EXCLUSIVE

s ‘ EE D TS0289 — 1/18 BENTLEY CONTINENTAL GT

CONVERTIBLE PASSION PINK

TS0342 - 1/18 BMW M3 COMPETITION G80
APLINE WHITE

ATCUK64006 - 1/76 TINY CITY UK11 DIECAST MODEL CAR -

ATCUK64009 - 1/50 TINY CITY AUSTIN MINI UK MERCEDES-BENZ SPRINTER TRANSPORT FOR LONDON

POLICE CAR (BLUE)

72 200 Lz

\Aviation \viation INFLIGHT WiNnGS

EPE’:I;- Jada @ C RGI BRITAINS
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IXO Splendid replica of the attractive CORGI The pretty P-38 gets another outing,
Skoda Fabia R5 Evo #28 WRC Rallye Fabia in WRC guise, featuring Skoda's Lockheed P-381] Lightning - 'Happy with D-Day stripes this time. Absolutely
Monza 2020 E.Lindholm/M.Korhonen  corporate colours. Great replica, Jacks Go Buggy' - Capt. Jack M Ilfrey marvellous application of the markings
SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £45.99 REF: RAM772 superbly finished and detailed. SCALE: 1/72 PRICE: £60.49 REF: AA36616 and beautifully finished throughout.

www.ayrey.co.uk WWW.Corgi.co.uk

CORGI Brand new tooling that has been much- BBURAGO It might be a budget model, but this
Triumph TR6 - Damson anticipated and it does not disappoint. Bugatti Chiron diecast Chiron represents superb value.
SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £33.49 Stunningly beautiful replica of this SCALE: 1/32 PRICE: £11.99 Very nicely finished with good work to
REF: VA14700 classic Triumph. Well worth the wait. REF: B18-42025 the interior too.

www.corgi.co.uk www.tobar.co.uk

SCHUCO The latest John Deere 6000 series MATRIX SCALE MODELS The 1953 Alpine Rally car of Stirling
John Deere 6300 Tractor with John tractor from Schuco has 6300 decals 1953 Sunbeam Alpine, “Coupe des Moss/John Cutts. All the rally details are
Deere 640A Front-Loader and a working frontloader with bucket. Alpes” - Open there. Different fascia detail from the
SCALE: 1/32 PRICE: 84.99 € REF: 7733 Neither loader nor bucket detaches. SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £110.00 REF: MXR 41807-021 ' road cars, quite correctly. Very striking.

www.schuco.de www.matrixscalemodels.com

MATRIX SCALE MODELS The 1954 Moss/Cutts car. Added WIKING This well-built and finished plastic
1954 Sunbeam Alpine, “Coupe des details are accurately-reproduced, Krone Big Pack 1290 HDP VC Baler model has a floating pickup and the
Alpes” - Top up like the spotlight bar and scribed-in with Bale Collector detachable accumulator has removable

SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £110.00 REF: MXR 41807-022 ' stoneguards for the front lights. SCALE: 1/87 PRICE: £30.00 side extensions. Three bales supplied.

www.matrixscalemodels.com kroneukltd-merchandise.myshopify.com

12 . www.ccofgb.co.uk * October 2021



1748 scale

CORGI
English Electric Lightning F.6 - XS904 / BQ- RAF No.11
Squadron- Binbrook- August 1987 - "The Last Lightning
Show"
PRICE: £144.99
REF: AA28403

www.corgi.co.uk

FOR an aircraft that instilled
immense national pride in so

many people over such a long
period, it 1s no wonder that the
English Electric Lightning still
commands a significant position
in the hearts of the UK aviation
enthusiast, with two particular
aeroplanes being singled out for
special attention.

Until recently, two of the
aircraft lovingly maintained
by the Lightning Preservation
Group regularly blasted down
the runway at Bruntingthorpe
airfield (now sadly closed to
aircraft under new ownership),
in scenes reminiscent of a Cold
War RAF fighter station and
always drawing large crowds
for these events. Lightning E6
XS904 has been 1n the care of
the LPG since she was delivered
to the airfield on 21st January
1993, a historic occasion which
witnessed the final military
flight of an English Electric
Lightning fighter. Flying
from the British Aerospace
factory airfield site at Warton
in formation with a Panavia

Tornado E3 fighter, the pair

IXO
Ford Fiesta WRC #44 WRC Rallye

Estonia 2020 Greensmith/Edmondson
SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £43.99 REF: RAM760

www.ayrey.co.uk

made a spirited high speed pass
along the length of the runway
at Bruntingthorpe on their
arrival, before the Deputy Chief
Test Pilot at BAe Warton, Peter
Orme, brought this magnificent
supersonic aircraft in for her
final landing at her new home.
During a 20 year RAF career,
XS904 served with Nos 5 and
11 Squadrons and also has the
distinction of being one of the
nine Lightnings that took part
in a spectacular 9 ship formation
during the Last Lightning
show at RAF Binbrook on
22nd August 1987. In what

was certain to be a sombre
occasion, thousands of British
aviation enthusiasts headed for
the Lincolnshire Wolds and

R AF Binbrook on Saturday
22nd August 1987 for their
annual Airshow, a show which
marked the swansong of one of
the British aviation industry's
proudest achievements. With
the impending retirement

of Britain's first supersonic
fighter now looming large, this
event was billed as "The Last
Lightning Show".

Another great modern rally car by
Ixo. The Fiesta WRC shape is such an
attractive one and the graphics are
always so effective. Stunning.

LIGHTNING STRIKES AGAIN FOR CORGI WITH
ANOTHER EXQUISITE CLASSIC AIRCRAFT

The shape of the fearsome Lighning is unmistakable and Corgi has

reproduced this so very well indeed.

The stance from the rear is magnificent too. The model comes with an

exhaust cover for static display.

The third version of Corgi's
absolutely stunning 1/48 scale
casting 1s another magnificent
model. Largely diecast, it 1s
tabulously weighty and is
perfectly finished with a very
authentic camouflage scheme
and markings all over.

BBURAGO

Audi RS5 DTM

SCALE: 1/32 PRICE: £15.99
REF: B18-41160R

www.tobar.co.uk

Detailing 1s astonishingly
ocood and it comes with two
canopy options (open or closed),
exhausts cap, nose intake plug
and cockpit steps. The cockpit
interior features a pilot and 1s
very detailed.

Worth every penny.

Great replica of Audi's beast of a DTM
racer. Very nicely finished throughout
with some good detailing. An excellent
value diecast.

October 2021 » www.ccofgb.co.uk « 13



New Model

ALLY YOURSELF WITH AUTOMODELLO’S

1724 scale

AUTOMODELLO
1987-92 Cadillac Allante

PRICE: US$249.95 each

REF: 24C020 (Bright Red), 24C022 (Pearlescent White)

www.automodello.com

THE 1980s was the decade
where American cars underwent

the seismic design shift from
large luxury vehicles, with big
V38s, to lighter, more compact
cars, with smaller engines.

The Allante was Cadillac’s
sporting 2-seater, though 1t was
more to compete with rivals
like the Mercedes SL and Jaguar
X]JS, rather than a full-on sports
machine.

Eldorado chassis were sent
to Italy, where Pininfarina
shortened them and fitted
the bodywork and interiors.
They were then flown back to
Michigan, where Cadillac fitted
the running gear.

The new Automodello
resincast 1s well up to its

exceptional standards, with
lovely clean mouldings and an
absolutely flawless paint finish.
The thin lower-body coach
line 1s neatly applied, and all
the plated details are there.
The lights all have clear lenses
of course, and the rear lights
also sport the “Cadillac” and
“Allante” script. Naturally

the wing mirrors and interior
mirror have lenses too.

The interior 1s particularly
well-detailed, down to the script
on the glove box and steering
wheel, the seatbelt clips, and the
door handles and switches set
into the armrests. The digital
fascia 1s fully-detailed too.

As packaged, the model 1s

presented in open-top form, and

CAPTIVATING CADILLAC ALLANTE 2-SEATER

Automodello’s Allante comes packaged as an open-top, but comes with
hardtop or erected softop options included.

there 1s a hardtop and erected
soft-top included. Colours for
the standard versions are Bright
R ed or Pearlescent White, with
interiors in black or 2-tone dark
red respectively, both limited to

just 192 examples of each.

There 1s a “Homage” edition
1n black with tan interior,
in a run of just 24 models at

US$449.95. Each model 1s

plinth-mounted and comes in
Automodello’s sturdy clamshell
box on which it be displayed,
and each one 1s certificated.
All prices include postage, with

models for Europe currently

being sent via the UK agent.
In all, another remarkable

replica, where full advantage

has been taken to capture the
smallest detail. 214

The rear end shape is beautifully
recreated and the finesse of the
detailing to the lights is superb.

IXO

Dallara F3 #21 F3 GP Macau 2019
Winner - R.Verschoor

SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £43.99 REF: GTM145

www.ayrey.co.uk

The detailing to the front of the
model is equally impressive, with
very realistic clear light lenses.

Wonderfully detailed, depicting the
2019 Macau GP-winning Dallara of
Dutch driving ace, Richard Verschoor.
Superbly modelled and finished.

In top-down mode, the sumptuous

interior can be fully appreciated -
the fascia detailing is astonishing.

BBURAGO

Ferrari 488 Challenge
SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £19.99
REF: B18-36306

www.tobar.co.uk

The rear lights also sport the
"Cadillac"” and "Allante" script and
the wing mirrors have lenses.

Really vibrant shade of yellow suits the
pretty 488 very well. Minimal racing
decals prove the "less is more"” adage
does work. Excellent value.

14 - www.ccofgb.co.uk * October 2021



IXO

Land Rover Series 3 109 Station
Wagon 4x4 Beige 1958

SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £26.99 REF: CLC376

www.ayrey.co.uk

CORGI

Ford Escort Mk2 1.3 Ghia - Jade Green
SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £32.99

REF: VA12618

wWww.corgi.co.uk

IXO

Citroén C3 R5 #21 WRC Rallye Monza
2020 M.Ostberg/T.Eriksen

SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £45.99 REF: RAM774

www.ayrey.co.uk

MATRIX SCALE MODELS

1953 Daimler DE 36 “Blue Clover”
SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £110.00
REF: MX 50402-022

www.matrixscalemodels.com

Simply exquisite rendition of a Series
3 Landie. Evocatively-finished in sand
beige, all the details are there that you

would expect and it's superbly finished.

The simple lines of Ford's hugely
popular Mk2 Escort are wonderfully
reproduced and superbly finished with
this sublime Metallic Jade Green.

Absolutely incredible printing on the
mighty C3 R5 WRC. The detail to the
interior roll cage can clearly be seen,
really adding to this great replica.

Very good indeed, especially the
canework pattern to the side panels.
Cream interior and whitewalls complete
the flamboyant look. Gorgeous.

CORGI

Panzerkampfwagen VI Tiger AusfE
Eastern Front, Summer 1944
SCALE: 1/50 PRICE: £54.99 REF: CC60514

www.corgi.co.uk

BBURAGO
Ferrari 488 GTE - #62 Le Mans 24
Hours 2017
SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £19.99 REF: 18-43207

www.tobar.co.uk

G.I.M. (GREAT ICONIC MODELS)
1938 Cadillac V-16 Series 90 Town
Sedan - Antoinette Blue

SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £128.00 REF: GIM 004A

www.gimodels.eu

WESIE-TOYS
MB-trac 1000 (W441) Tractor

(1987 -1991)
SCALE: 1/32 PRICE: 74.90 € REF: 2058

www.weise-toys.de

Corgi's latest tank offering is another
stunning replica. The quality of this
range is truly excellent, with incredibly
realistic finishes and superb detail.

Super replica of the pretty 488 as raced
at Le Mans in 2017. The shape is really
well captured and the simple livery is
perfectly applied to the great paintwork.

In authentic dark blue, with beige
interior. Plenty of detail inside and out,
especially the small trim pieces and
motifs on the coachwork. 150 limit.

It's cream or white body panels and
green hood, mudguards and steps for
weise-toys’ refreshed tractor. The doors
have Wolfelsperger GbR decals.

October 2021 » www.ccofgb.co.uk+ 15
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IXO

Peugeot 205 T16 E2 #3 1000 Lakes
Rally 1986 J.Kankkunen/J.Piironen
SCALE: 1/24 PRICE: £43.99 REF: 24RAL005B

www.ayrey.co.uk

CORGI

Jaguar XJ6 (Series 2) 4.2
Strathclyde Police

SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £32.99 REF: VA13905

www.corgi.co.uk

BBURAGO

2019 Ford GT - Heritage Collection
SCALE: 1/32 PRICE: £15.99

REF: B18-41164

www.tobar.co.uk

KESS

1958 Ferrari 410 Superamerica Series
3 Pininfarina Coupe - black/silver
SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £105.00 REF: KE43056-131

www.kessmodel.com

Peugeot's awesome 205 T16 always
looks best in works colours and this
superb replica is superbly finished too.
Plenty of detail to be had for the price.

The latest version of Corgi's LWB
tooling, adorned by the very attractive
livery of Strathclyde Police. Beautifully
finished throughout.

Excellent value replica of the new-shape
Ford GT in a colour scheme evocative
of Ford Le Mans pedigree. Very well
finished with some good detail.
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Excellent model of this big Ferrari,
with all the detail inside and out. Also
available in white, red or dark green.
Limited to just 250 of each.

CORGI
Boeing Chinook HC.4 - RAF Benson No
28 Squadron Centenary scheme

SCALE: 1/72 PRICE: £87.99 REF: AA34216

WWWw.Ccorgi.co.uk

IXO

Alpine Renault A110 #18 Rallye Monte
Carlo 1973 J-C.Andruet/Biche

SCALE: 1/24 PRICE: £43.99 REF: 24RAL007A

www.ayrey.co.uk

KESS
1931 Alfa Romeo 6C 1750 GTC
Castagna - red/black

Corgi's Chinook is a fabulously weighty
beast, perfectly captured with a superb
contra-rotating blade mechanism.
Absolutely magnificent.

The beautiful Apline A110 always stirs
up emotions in motorsport enthusiasts
and it's easy to see why. The classic
lines are spot on and finished to match.

Lovely sporting but upright lines of
this cabriolet, well-captured, and all
the detail once again. Also available in

SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £105.00 REF: KE43000-300 2-tone blue. Limited to 250 of each.

www.kessmodel.com

BBURAGO

2021 Ford GT - Heritage Collection
SCALE: 1/32 PRICE: £15.99

REF: B18-41165

www.tobar.co.uk

Another nod to Ford's Le Mans

history on the Ford GT once again.
Well-proportioned shape and excellent
paintwork. These are great value.

October 2021 » www.ccofgb.co.uk * 17



BBURAGO

Ferrari 458 Italia GT3 2015
SCALE: 1/43 PRICE: £19.99

REF: B18-36305

Wonderfully colourful replica, featuring
some excellent printing and a good level
of detail commensurate with this being
in the premium Racing range.

IXO Martini-liveried race or rally cars are
Lancia Delta Integrale 16V #6 Rally always so collectable and the mighty
Portugal 1990 J.Kankkunen/J.Piironen Integrale is always going to be up there.
SCALE: 1/18 PRICE: £79.99 REF: 18RMC0o64C | Absolutely gorgeous.

www.tobar.co.uk

www.ayrey.co.uk

GET OUT AND GO TRUCKING IN
IXO'S COLOURFUL CLASSIC CAB

1743 scale

1970 White Western Star 4864

PRICE: £35.99 REF: TR077

www.ayrey.co.uk

IN 1967, the White Motor
Company started its Western

Star truck division as
White Western Star, with
a new plant at Kelowna,
British Columbia, sharing
headquarters with White
in Cleveland, Ohio. White
Western Star trucks in that
era typically used cabs from
1ts sister company, Autocar.
Western Star production
was moved to Ogden,

Utah, but the brand was

not included in the 1981 sale
of White's truck business to
Volvo. In 2000, Western Star was
purchased by Daimler Chrysler,
becoming part of its Freightliner
Trucks division. In 2002,
Western Star production was
moved to a plant in Portland,
Oregon - 4700, 4800, 4900
and 6900 model trucks are still
manufactured in the Portland
Truck Plant.

The 4800 Series oftered

more powerful engine options

than the 4700. Western Star
provided the truck as a bare
chassis and cab, which could be
fitted with a dump body, mixer,
tank, crane, or other structure
by a coachbuilding company as
desired by the customer.

[xo has chosen a very popular
classic tractor unit to model
here as there 1s still a massive
following for the design,
especially from this early era.

As 1s always the case with its
1/43 scale trucks, the attention

to detail 1s legendary for

the price and this 1s most
definitely a case 1n point.
The finish 1s really

very good indeed and the
colour scheme chosen 1s
tremendously evocative of
the model year chosen. The
printing of those splendid
rainbow colours 1s excellent
and the detail 1s brilliant all
over - just look at the roof-

mounted marker lights for
example. I love it!

How 1970s is this? From the evocative styling to the wonderfully 'way out' rainbow graphics,

this is an incredibly appealing model.

Excellent detail is evident from front to back and,

at this price, it is truly amazing value.

We really want your feedback! Do you agree with the Editor's Choice? Let us know your

thoughts about this and the other releases at deareditor@warnersgroup.co.uk

18 * www.ccofgb.co.uk * October 2021



Presenting multiple generations of exclusive, precision-crafted

VOLVO

1/18 models ofticially licensed by Volvo Car Corporation
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Three
of a

type

In the face of so many
amazing new releases, it is
very easy to be distracted
from models released in the
past that still robustly hold
their own. Stephen Paul
Hardy changes tack this
month and takes a trip back
to models released nearly 20
years ago.

hen 1t comes to authenticity in
scale models I feel that there are
two dimensions - first, the factual
correctness and then the emotional

connection. The latter has esoteric
connotations, which are usually triggered by us
having cherished experiences - either through
ownership or a deep marque afhinity. Of course

the degree to which any model appeals to us is
often intrinsically influenced by such emotional
connections.

So this month, what I think 1s a perfect illustration
of this train of thought is, at the same time, also the
fact that, on occasion, diecast models can equal (or
better) the level of detailing that we have come to
expect in 1/18 from the high-end resincast sector.

TYPECAST

Volkswagen’s third European model range, following
the Beetle (Type 1) and the Transporter (Type 2),
was launched at the IAA (Frankfurt Motor Show)
1961 as the VW 1500 (Type 3) passenger car range.
[nitially, the range comprised of a Stufenheck
(saloon/notchback) and a Variant (estate car/
squareback, which also came 1n commercial guise
with the glass of the rear side windows replaced by

-

-
!

A Front to back, three of a type
- the Minichamps Volkswagen

type 3 Notchback, Fastback and
Variant of 1970/71.

sheet steel as a panel van).

Flagship models to the range were intended
to have been the Type 3 ‘Razor Edge’ Karmann
Ghia, both as a coupé and cabriolet, with a third
Karmann-built model of a cabriolet based on the
notchback. All were introduced with rear-mounted,
flat four, 1500cc air-cooled engines consistent with
the engineering style of their stablemates of the era.
Despite Volkswagen’s best intentions (and a couple
of years of brochure publicity), the two cabriolet
versions sadly never reached series production.

The Type 3 range was supplemented for the
1966 model year by the VW 1600 TL FlieBheck
(fastback) with the TL designation denoting “Touren-
Limousine”. With that additional version came the

20 - www.ccofgb.co.uk * October 2021



increasing use of 1600cc engines for the Type 3 range,
firstly in conjunction with the 1500cc units and then
ultimately as the sole option fed by either carburettor
and electronic fuel injection set-ups. An essentially
similar, but somewhat difterently-styled, range of VW
Type 3 models was developed and produced in Brazil
- but they are a story for another day.

Successive model year changes of the European
VW Type 3 passenger car models saw only modest
external changes until the noticeable update
introduced 1n August 1969, for the 1970 VW model
year. Influenced by North American legislative type
approval requirements, the updated Type 3s are easily
recognised by the larger, squared-section, bumpers
as first fitted to the Beetles two years earlier. The

A The full set of diecast opening
features enabled a convincing
1970s style brochure shot that
needs a second glance to realise
the notchback is a scale model.

A The posable front wheels
also add weight to the first
impression.

A Steering wheel, with chromed
horn ring, pinpoints the models

to1970/71.

g

A Opening the bonnet of the
front end, common to Notchback,
Fastback and Variant, reveals

a host of details immediately

recognisable to anyone familiar
with VWs of the era.

A Opening the bootlid reveals a superbly-detailed luggage
compartment, complete with rubber matting...

A ... that, when lifted, reveals the fully annotated service
access panel to the engine...

A ... and, when this is also lifted, it reveals the wonderfully-
detailed, over-flat 1600cc power unit of the VW type 3.
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A The Minichamps “Polizei Monschau” Variant of the early 1970s, displaying contemporary blue
roof beacon and twin tone horns of the style made by Bosch and Hella.

. In Germany, all-over white
usually denoted Autobahn
Polizei vehicles as distinct from
local area patrol and traffic
duty vehicles finished in ageing
dark green/white wings colour
schemes.

other main visible changes comprised a sharper line
to the front bonnet (to marginally enlarge carrying
capacity) and larger front indicator lights, enabling
the incorporation of side marker lights on export
models bound for North America.Tail lamps were
enlarged at the same time to incorporate reversing
light lenses 1n the cluster.

All three updated models - Notchback, Fastback
and Variant - lasted for just four Volkswagen
model years, with production ceasing by July 1973
to make way for the newly announced first-
generation Passat range.

Of those final four years, cars from the 1970 and
1971 VW model years are recognisable by steering
wheels with a central boss and chromed-metal horn
ring. Cars from the final two years of production are
easily recognisable by their large flat, four-spoked,
black plastic steering wheel pad. Over those four
years, however, Volkswagen was indulging in some
visibly noticeable changes 1n the standard range
of paint colours, with hues that got brighter and
brighter towards the mid-1970s.

THE MINICHAMPS TAKE

When the Minichamps 1/43 range was rolled out
onto the market, it brought with it quite a number
of subjects that were previously unmodelled - and in

a range of increasing paint colour variations. Many
of these appeared, outwardly, to replicate authentic
manufacturer’s finishes and included representation
of the 1960s style VW Type 3. Minichamps’ position
in the marketplace was reinforced by its entry into
the growing 1/18 sector and included all three

of the 1970, updated style, VW Type 3 passenger
cars. | clearly remember their release - and being
particularly impressed by them.

What shook me, though, when doing the
background research for this Spotlight, was just how
many years ago those releases were! The perception
of that being “recently” quickly dissolved in the face
of checking back to the Minichamps website to find

the first release was no less than nineteen years ago
in 2002!

A Marking the end of an era, the late series VW Type 3 was
very soon to be replaced by the 'new generation' Passats,
finished in bright minzgriin/weif liveries.

DELIGHT IS IN THE DETAIL

It 1s often said that the devil 1s in the detail. Here,
though, it 1s also the case that delight 1s in there too,
because so much of the fine detail included in the
modelling of all three releases push the emotional
buttons in me. The small details triggered memories
of owning cars having those fittings that were
deeply marque idiosyncratic. Admittedly this was

an emotional aftinity connection that endeared the
models to me but even without it, and at the less
intense factually authentic level, the modelling 1s,
substantially, perfect. That is a caveat on which I will
elaborate further later.

Of course it 1s impossible to achieve a high
authenticity score without an appropriate finesse of
modelling to portray them. Taking a close look at all
three of Minichamps’ 1/18 VW Type 3s reminded
me of just how well all that was accomplished -
almost two decades ago.

Let’s break with my usual style of starting at the
front of the car and go straight to the back - and
the engine compartments. Unlike the Beetle, VW’
Type 3 passenger car versions boasted the traditional
VW luggage space under the front bonnet, doubled-
up with a rear luggage compartment in the boot.
This was possible thanks to Volkswagen making the
Type 3’ flat-four engine flatter than the Beetles by,
amongst other things, changing the design of the oil
cooling fan and its shrouding. Service access to that
engine was provided by a secured, sound- insulated,
metal panel in the boot floor, covered by rubber
matting. The locking handles either side of the access
panel were very clearly labelled with open/close
instructions and direction arrows.

Minichamps’ modelling of all this was, it has to be
said, exquisite. When open, the respective boot lids/
tailgate also reveal the oil top-up filler cap and latch
point, so familiar to anyone who has owned a Type
3.The representation of the rubber seal surround
to the boot (and bonnet) 1s also very convincing.
Moving to the bonnet compartment, of a style
common to Notchback, Fastback and Variant alike,
reveals correctly stowed spare wheel and jack, brake
fluid reservoir and screen wash reservoir, all similarly
very well replicated.

But for me 1t was the inclusion of the little silver
data sticker adjacent to the bonnet latching point
that 1s the icing on the cake. That style of sticker
was absolutely marque-typical across the whole
Volkswagen range and instantly recognisable by
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anyone who has owned aVW from that era. So
many of the other details incorporated in the
modelling of those three Type 3 versions are similarly
both authentic and resonatingly evocative. One that
[ particularly liked was Minichamps’ introduction

of variation to the interiors by fitting the Fastback
with factory option ‘tombstone’ high-back seats -
obligatory by that stage on North American market
models and an orderable option in Europe.

[t 1s the steering wheels, though, on the models
that pin-point them to representing production from
the 1970 and 1971 Volkswagen model years. And
that 1s where the slight irritation with Minichamps
kicks 1n.

SEEING RED

There are many attributes to models produced
by Minichamps over the years, but one lingering
frustration I have 1s the classic “ha'porth of tar”
theme that seems to surface time and time again
when it comes to authenticity of paint colours.
Okay, it may sound a nitpicking stance, but one that
[ think 1s important to you when you are a marque
specific collector or enthusiast. After all, in the era of
so much information available via the internet, it 1s
not particularly difficult for manutacturers to achieve
more than a 80% level of authenticity in this rather
visible attribute.

In total, Minichamps issued nine models. One

in 2002 (100051000 — 1970 1600L Notchback in
cream), three in 2003 (100051001 — 1970 1600L
Notchback in red, 100051010 — 1970 1600L Variant
in red, and 100051020 — 1970 1600 TL Fastback
in light blue), and two in 2004 (100051011 - 1970
1600L Variant in Blue Metallic, and 100051021

— 1970 1600 TL Fastback in Turquoise Metallic).
After a short break, another two followed in 2007
(100051090 — 1972 1600L Variant “Feuerwehr
Solingen”, and 100051091 — 1972 1600L Variant
“Polize1 Monschau”. Finally came 006209

"

I still find these,
nearly 20-year-
old, releases
some of the
most attractive
1/18 scale
models of
air-cooled
Volkswagens
yet made.

I have always
had a particular
[ove of many
of the deeper
red paint
colours used
by Volkswagen
- and of the
Variant in red.

I

¥ Which is the more sobering
thought - that these VW Variants
represent cars from five decades
ago or that models of them were
made nearly two decades ago?

Volkswagen 1600L Variant "Deutsche Bundespost"
in Cadmium Gelb.

Based on the paint colours used on the models,
it 1s reasonable to attribute the 100051000 and
100051001 Notchbacks to be either 1970 or 1971
models, although my inclination errs towards 1971.
L 620 (02) Savannah Beige (1970) / L 91 D (65)
Kansas Beige (1971) and L 30 A (17) Royal Red
(1970)/L31F (28) Iberian Red (1971) are reasonably
similar in each case, respectively.

The 100051020 Fastback is more probably a
1971 model looking distinctly closer to L54D (21)
Marina Blue of 1971 than the L 50 B (48) Diamond
Blue of 1970. " Turquoise Metallic” for the 051021
Fastback, though, 1s incompatible with the steering
wheel style because L 95 B (82) Turquoise Metallic
was a 1972/73 colour. Similarly for the Variants,
100051010’ red 1s too light for 1970 or “71 and
looks far more like L 30 B (02) Kasanrot of 1973.
Considering 100051011, its "Blue Metallic” has no
origin in 1970/71, but is comparable to L96M (89)
Marathon Metallic, first available in 1973.

Setting aside these purist comments, [ still find
these, nearly 20-year-old, releases some of the
most attractive 1/18 scale models of air-cooled
Volkswagens yet made. [ have always had a particular
love of many of the deeper red paint colours used
by Volkswagen - and of the Variant in red. As for the
Notchback, late versions were never imported into
the UK by VW (GB), yet for me it had one of the
most harmoniously- balanced bodywork styles of
the 1970s and, unlike many vehicles, looked better in
its final form than in earlier versions.

Moving on to the ‘Blaulicht’ models, whilst
something about the “Feuerwehr Solingen” model
leaves me cold, the “Polize1 Monschau” 1s a fabulous
representation of the all-white Autobahn policing
livery from an age when the more usual livery of
German Polize1 cars was dark green with white

wings (or the dark blue/white of West Berlin).
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Europe’s oldest

farm toy maker

ennis Britain, grandson of the founder
and the last family member to manage
the firm, retired in the late 1960s, so
Britains entered the 1970s under the
joint management of Joe Thake and Roy
Selwyn-Smith. Under their management, the farm
model expansion that began in the 1960s continued.
The first models to appear were a JCB 3C tracked
excavator and the Massey Ferguson 135 tractor, now

fitted with a front-loader. The excavator was the

first of many JCB models Britains released in the
following years. Dropped in 1973, Britains reissued
the excavator in the late 1980s and used the tooling
for the Little Farmer excavator released in the 2000s.
Finished in yellow and red, it’s thought Britains
based its Massey Ferguson 135 tractor with front-
loader on the 2135 highway tractor.

The only new agricultural tractor released 1n
1970 was a Ford 5000. Unusually it was a 1/43rd
scale plastic kit and the only tractor Britains added
to the low cost, entry-level ‘Mini series’ introduced
in the late 1960s. The series was not popular and
dropped 1n 1973.

Reflecting changes taking place on farms, Britains
introduce many new 1/32 scale tractors during the
1970s. With tractors now needing a ROPS (Rollover

Protection Structure) or safety cab, Britains updated

A Line up of driver figures
that Britains has offered for
its tractors, from 1948 to the
present day.

A Although based on Massey
Ferguson’s 590 tractor, Britains
chose to brand its model as the
595 for most of its life.

David Pullen picks up the story in the 1970s and follows
the developments through to the present day.

its Ford Force 5000
tractor (9527) in 1973
and added the latter.
To allow the tractor
to be steered without
removing the cab,
Britains added lugs to
the front axle. These
turned the axle as the
tractor was rolled from
side-to-side. Marketed

as ‘steer-O-matic’ steering, a name probably inspired

by Ford’s use of ‘select-O-speed’ to describe a
gearbox, 1t was not a great success and soon dropped.
[t would be 12 years, and the Renault 145-45 tractor
launch, betore another steering solution was found.

Also on the Ford 5000 tractor, Britains added a
pickup hitch to its two-point linkage, removing the
need to provide a drawbar pin - a design Britains
continues to use today. The Ford Force 5000 tractor
was replaced with the Ford 6600 in 1976.

With Massey Ferguson phasing out production of
its 135 tractor, Britains introduced a model of the
company'’s 595. It was the first model tractor Britains
fitted with a “Q’ cab. Strangely, the model tooling
was based on Massey Ferguson’s 590 tractor - a
model Britains released for a short time only:.
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The tracked 3C excavator,
introduced in 1970, was the
first of many JCB models
Britains would release.

Britains’ Massey Ferguson 760
combine, released in 1978, won the
firm ‘Toy of the Year 1978’.

A Introduced in 1970, the Ford 5000 was the only 1/43 scale plastic tractor kit Britains has made. It was dropped in 1973, along with other models in the Mini

Series.

Ford and Massey Ferguson remained market
leaders in the UK, in the 1970s, but European
tractor brands were becoming common on UK
farms. With these brands being popular in Europe,
Britains introduced models of the Mercedes nimog,
the Deutz 110 and the Fiat 880D T. The Deutz was
the first model fitted with four-wheel drive.

During the "70s, twenty new implements
appeared. These included a Lely hay tedder, two
difterent seed drills, a manure spreader, a forage
harvester, buck rake, a disc mower, a reversible
plough, a post hole digger, a transplanter, disc harrow,
a Bomford chisel plough, rolls and a front-end
loader. The detachable loader fitted various tractors
in the range and was supplied with bucket, bale grab
& pallet forks. Although horse-drawn equipment
was no longer seen on farms, a tumble cart with
new carter (9567) was also introduced.

The most significant release of the decade was the
Massey Ferguson 760 combine, launched in 1978.

[t was Britains’ first combine and reportedly Massey
Ferguson helped fund its development. At the time,
it was the largest model Britains had made and this
presented production challenges.To reduce tooling
costs, Britains fitted the combine with the tyres
from 1its Massey Ferguson 595 tractor. Then, to give

the impression the tyres were wider than they were,

KEY DATES

1970
1978

1984

1986
1989

1992
1993
1995
1997
1998

1999
2002

2002
2008
2010

2011

2021

Introduces first JCB model.

Massey Ferguson 760 combine received ‘Toy
of the Year’ award at London Toy Fair.
Britains family sells firm to Dobson Park
Industries Ltd.

Name changed to Britains-Petite.

Farm range renamed Authentic Farm
Models.

Britains HQ and manufacturing moves to
Nottingham.

Releases limited edition Ford 5610 tractor to
celebrate its centenary.

Dobson Park bought by Harnischveger.
Harnischveger sells Britains to Ertl
Introduces some Ertl 1/64 scale models to
its range.

Ertl bought by Racing Champions.

First Britains’ developed John Deere 5410
tractor introduced.

Little Farmer range introduced.

Big Farm 1/16 scale range launched.
Learning Curve UK, a subsidiary of RC2
(previously Racing Champions), took over
Britains and Ertl farm models.

Ownership of Ertl and Britains transferred to
Tomy.

Britains celebrates 100 years since
launching Home Farm.

A The standard Farmhand
Round Baler and the much
rarer yellow Vermeer version
released in North America.

October 2021 » www.ccofgb.co.uk - 25



BRITAINS’ CENTENARY - PART 2

Britains recessed the front-wheel rims. The combine
was a great success and only minor production
changes were made during its long life in the range.
[t won Britains the National Association of Toy

R etailers “Toy of the Year’ award in 1978.

The 1970s also saw revision and extension of the
figures, animals and accessories. Perhaps most notable
of the new models were the two Atcost building
sets - the first time Britains provided realistic durable
buildings. They would remain in the catalogue for
many years.

THE 1980S

Under new ownership, Britains’ farm range
remained popular. In a report in Power Farming,

at the end of the decade, Britains’ factory was
producing up to a million tractors per year - double
the western world real-life output at the time. Fifty
percent were exported to 62 countries, with France
and Ireland being the main markets.

In the first two years of the decade, Britains
introduced 11 new implements - including a
Farmhand round baler, Chafer sprayer, Fyson
elevator, Howard rotary spreader, Pottinger loader
wagon, a helicopter with crop sprayer, a second
combine a New Holland TR 85, a Kidd flat roll,

a Grays buckrake, Twose transport box and mini1
trailer. A new farm lorry, 25 years since dropping the
last one, was also launched. This was available with
diffterent bodies.

The tractor range was also revised and extended.
New features were added to the new tractors. On
the Massey Ferguson 2680 tractor, Britains added a
lever that created an engine noise as the tractor was
pushed along. The Renault 145-45 and Valmet 805
tractors also had the lever and introduced a new
system to allow the tractor to be steered without
removing the cab. On the Renault, the front axle
was steered by turning the air cleaner while the
exhaust was used to steer the Valmet tractor.

The Ford TW-35 Power Farm Series tractor,
introduced 1n 1987, was the significant development
of the decade. It had a battery hidden under the
bonnet and a motor that drove both the rear wheels
and the PTO. Without the battery, it could still be
pushed along just as any other Britains’ tractor. Two
new implements were also introduced - a Howard
rotary spreader and a Vicon fertilizer spreader, that
were driven, like real tractors, by the PTO shatft.

The following year,a New Holland combine
harvester - a Claas self-propelled forage harvester and
power harrow - were added. Although turther models
were added in the early 1990s, the series was soon

MOTORISE

A Powered by an AA battery,
the Ford TW-35 tractor was
the first of a range of powered
models Britains launched. It
appeared in 1987 and cost
£7.50.

A The Mercedes Unimog,
launched in 1976, cost £1.25
when launched and was the
third tractor brand Britains
released.

A The Renault 145-45 tractor,
introduced in 1985, could

be steered by turning the air
cleaner. It also had a lever
that, when engaged, created an
engine noise as the tractor was
pushed along.

WILL TOWAND POWER DRIVE A RANGE DF ACCESSORIES
REMOROUE TOUS LES ACCESSOIRES BRITAINS ETLES MOTORISES
. m ZUMZIEHEN UND ANTREIBEN VERSCHIEDENER ARBEITSGERATE
e
™" POWERF.

J
KRAFT + T Eﬂ‘iﬂ(ﬁ(

FORD TRACTOR TW35
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J [
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A The Ferguson TE-20 was the first tractor released in
a new Vintage & Home Farm Series. It was supplied in
special packaging and came with a Harry Ferguson figure.

4 In 1993, to mark it being 100 years since launching its
first soldiers, Britains issued this special edition of its Ford
5610 tractor.

¥ Introduced in 1980, The Chafer Tramline sprayer
was the first trailed sprayer Britains made. The
tooling would later be used for the unbranded
Superspray Tanker, introduced in 1989.
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A For the new Autoway series, Britains issued its Volvo BM Valmet 805 tractor in yellow and

supplied it with a snow plough and an extra figure.

Thought to be based on a John Deere forage
harvester, Britains was unable to get the
necessary licence to brand its model.

dropped as the models proved unreliable.

In 1984, the construction models Britains had
marketed as part of the farm range were moved into
their own range. Marketed as the Autoway Series it
included both new models and some models from
the farm range. To reflect the construction theme all
were finished in yellow. The series was re-launched
in 1987 as the Road Series. This included a much
reduced model range and was dropped after four
years. Some models were then incorporated back

into the farm range for a while before being dropped.

THE 1990S

After the move to Nottingham, a review of
the product range was undertaken and changes
implemented to standardised parts used to produce
the tractor range. Also, to reduce development costs,
the same basic casting was used to create difterent
tractors by fitting alternate plastic body panels and
cabs. For example the Ford TW-35 casting was used
for the Ford TW-25, Ford 8830, Ford 8730, County
1884, Hiirlimann Prestige H468, Fendt 615LSA,
Deutz DX6.50, Same Galaxy 170 and Lamborghini
1706 tractors.

In 1993, Britains was celebrating 100 years since

launching its first toy soldiers. To mark this occasion,

a special Ford 5610 tractor, finished in silver and
oold, and labelled as the Britains 100 tractor, was
released. It did not appear in the annual catalogue -

"ir

being released during the year.

One completely new tractor for the 1990s was
the JCB Fastrac 1135. It was the first tractor Britains
offered with Ackermann steering. The tractor would
be revised in the following years as JCB introduced
the 3185 and 3220 Fastracs.

With a growing interest in collecting, Britains
introduced the Vintage & Home Farm Series, in
1996, to meet collectors’ needs. To distinguish them
from the standard farm range, Britains marketed
them under W. Britain branding and did not
appear in Britains’ farm model catalogue. As well as
releasing models such as a horse plough set, tumble
cart and blacksmith forge, the series included a
Ferguson TE-20, a Fordson Major, David Brown
900, Marshall M, Lanz D6006 and a Land Rover
Series . All the tractors were supplied with a figure
of the tractor firm’s founder. The Ferguson TE-20
sold well but others were less successful. Models such
as a Fordson Standard tractor, a David Brown tractor,
a Bamford mower and a Ransomes mounted plough
were considered, but never made, as the Series was
dropped in 2000.The Land Rover Series I, the only
diecast model 1n the series, survived and would later
reappear several times in Britains’ catalogue.

The change in ownership, in the mid-1990s, saw
big changes to Britains’ farm model range. At first,
some existing Ertl’s 1/64 and 1/32 models were
introduced and sold under Britains branding. For
the 1/32 models, Britains created a new Elite series
to market them, including John Deere and Case IH
tractor and equipment models — brands Britains had
previously been unable to get licences for.

Britains continued to develop and add models to

its 1/32 scale farm range. Although, following Ertl’s
lead, providing a driver was gradually phased out.
More recently, this policy has been reversed and
Britains now ofters them as an accessory.

There were several significant releases during
the 1990s.'To replace the ageing 760 model, there

COMPANY HISTORY:1970S TO PRESENT DAY

The family owned Britains until 1984. With no family shareholder interested in running the
company, it was sold to Dobson Park Industries - a small, Midlands-based conglomerate
that made the Petite toy range. After the takeover, the company name changed to Britains
Petite Ltd in 1986.

Britains’ headquarters and production remained in London until the early 1990s.
Dodson then transferred some production to China and moved plastic moulding and
vacuum forming to the Petite factory in Nottingham. Machinery for making farm diecast
parts moved to Microlink in Swansea, before it was moved to Nottingham, where Britains
now had its headquarters.

In Nottingham, model manufacture was split over two sites. The headquarters and main
manufacturing took place at Chelsea Street, while assembly was done at a building a few
miles away in Arnold Road. Between 120 and 150 homeworkers, and 80 inmates at a local
prison, were employed to paint models.

In 1995, Harnischfeger Industries, a US company, bought Dobson Industries and, with
no interest in toy making, sold Britains-Petite to Ertl in 1997. Ertl was a leading North
American farm toymaker that had been making farm models since the late 1940s. It was
owned by Hanson, a UK investment company, that in turn sold them in 1999 to Racing
Champions, a leading America model manufacturer.

Under Racing Champions ownership, all production was moved to China and the works
in Nottingham closed. The Britains-Petite name was dropped and replaced by Britains.
Then, in 2005, Racing Champions, now renamed RC2, sold the W.Britain brand name and
the toy solder range to First Gear, an American maker of diecast collectibles. Since 2011,
Britains and Ertl have been owned by Tomy.
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A Britains released its first Ford tractor in 1948 and this
New Holland T8.435 tractor is the latest in a long line of NH
tractors it has made over the years.

To mark its 100th anniversary this year, Britains is releasing a model of the Fordson E27N
tractor it first released in 1948. The 7,500 run includes 100 models finished in gold.

companies 1t had been working with for many years
such as JCB, Massey Ferguson, Land R over, Ford and
New Holland. It has also re-established its links with
Valtra, Fendt, Claas,Vicon and Kverneland and built
new links to brands such as John Deere, Case IH,
Vaderstad, Bobcat, NC Engineering, Keenan, Kane
trailers and Kuhn. As in the past, the Britains model
line-up included models of the latest tractors and
equipment. However, 1t has also started to introduce
a heritage line with models such as the International

A Ertl’s North American Case IH AFX 8010 combine had dual front wheels, open tank and was
supplied with both grain and maize tables. The edition, right, Britains offered was supplied with 56XL tractors and Ford 6600 tractor.

just the grain table, single wheels and closed grain tank. Alongside models it developed, a number created
by Ertl have been sold under Britains branding. Like
the real tractors, combines and forage harvesters,
these were specced difterently from those sold by
Ertl in North America.

To again address the need for entry level models,
Britains launched the Little Farmer range in 2002.
Britains did not develop any new tooling and the
range consisted of simplified versions of previous
models. It did not prove as popular as expected and
only lasted a few years. However, Britains returned
to the i1dea 1in 2008, launching an all-new 1/16 scale
Big Farm range alongside Ertl.

This year, Britains celebrates it being 100
years since launching Home Farm.To mark the
anniversary, Britains has recreated a model of
the Fordson E27N tractor it released in 1948.
Production of the tractor has been limited to 7,500

was a new Massey Ferguson 7200 combine and A The North American edition and, for a lucky few, Britains has randomly inserted
a Land Rover Discovery. The Discovery was of the John Deere 4020 sold 100 gold tractors within the run.

by Ertl alongside the European

available as tarm, rally and police vehicles. Britains
also developed a working front linkage to fit the
mounting points, first fitted on the Fordson Power

models by Britains. INFORMATION SOURCES AND

FURTHER READING

 Peter Baron, 2001, Toy Tractors from Britain, ISBN 0
0521078 3 X

 James Opie, 1993, The Great Book of Britains, New
Cavendish Books, ISBN 1-872727-32-8

 David Pullen, 2003, Pocket Guide to Britains Model
Tractors 1948-1998, Old Pond Publishing ISBN
1-903366-40-2

 David Pullen, 2009, Pocket Guide to Britains Farm

Major tractor, it still had on some tractors. There
was a front mounted cultivator, press and plough
released for the linkage.

2000S TO PRESENT DAY

From 2000, Britains and Ertl began working closer
together, splitting model development between the

A After 15 years since its last
Claas branded model appeared

UK and North America. Some 1/32 scale model in the catalogue, Britains Model Tractors 1998-2008, Veloce ISBN 978-1-
releases were available under Britains branding only, launched this Xerion 5000 84584-222-2

with others under the Ertl brand. In North America, tractor in 2020. » David Pullen, 2003, Pocket Guide to Britains Farm
1/16 and 1/64 are the popular farm model scales Model Balers & Combines 1967 to 2007, Veloce ISBN

978-1-84584-194-2

and Ertl started marketing its 1/32 models under

both Ertl and Britains branding. However, more

recently, Ertl has reverted to using its name only on ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

these models. Thanks to Clive Drakes and Bob Prati for their help.
Britains continued to develop models with
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Tel: 0151 733 3655 info@hattons.co.uk

17 Montague Road, Widnes, WA8 8FZ

Phones: Mon - Sun 9:30am to 5:30pm
llc Shop: Weds, Thurs, Sat & Sun 10am to 4pm

. MODEL RAILWAYS - 18,000+ items available on

00 Gauge (1:76 Scale) - —

Corgi Collectables - Buses

OM46625A New Routemaster, Stagecoach London, LTZ 1406/LT406, Route
N8 Tottenham Court Road, Supporting World Environment Day

OM46513 Wright Eclipse Gemini 2, Harry Potter Warner Bros Studio
Shuttle Bus

>

76SET74 Royal family cars and vehicles - set of 7 . £36.50 76SCV001 Showmans Caravan Maroon
Public Service vehicles 76VOLA4009 Volvo FH4 GXL Nooteboom Semi Low Loader G F Job. . £21.50

a Farming and construction &
| ' 'am [ w
& i e = 0 AA33319 Boeing B-17G 42-31322 ‘Mi Amigo’, 364th BS,
OM46632B Wrightbus New Routemaster Arriva London LTZ W Es ” 305th BG, Chelveston, 22nd February 1944. . . .. . £139.50
1230 Route 38 Victoria Sehba Basras Our Hillingdon. £35.50 - AA36015 British Aerospace Hawk T1 XX245, Royal Air Force Aerobatic

Team ‘The Red Arrows’ BAF Scampton, 2018 — RAF 100
Northcord Model Company - Buses | 75, percedes Sprinter 515 CDiModem Amiuiance-Welsh. £10

-~ - 76SAL003 Scania Aerial Rescue Pump Merseyside Fire and Rescue service. . . £20.50

Commercial vehicles
7T6ATKO004 Atkinson Borderer Low Loader NCB Mines Rescue £17

| .
| AA35314 North American B-25J Mitchell ‘Betty’s Dream’,
. 499th BS, 345th BG, Le Shima, Okinawa, 1945 .. .. £94.50

IE0007 ADL Enviro400 MMC - "Dublin Bus"

Oxford Diecast - Buses
76JS001 JCB JS220 Tracked Excavator JCB

Military ground vehicles

AA27706 P51D Mustang 44 13761 MCI Happy Jacks Go Buggy
Capt Jack M lifrey 79th FS 20th FG Kings Clif 1944

Oxford Diecast - Aircraft - military
AC103 Hawker Tempest MkV - RAF SN330 3 Squadron NEW. . . . £13.50

1:50 Scale

76BF001 40mm Bofors Anti-Aircraft Gun as used the Corgi Collectables - Commercial

British Army/Navy 1937- late 1980s in brown _ :
76AECO11 AEL: Matador Flatbed RAF Blue vehicles

76IR6005 Irizar i6 - Guideline / Official England Football
Team Coach - Collector's Edition

76FDE015 Ford 400E Van "Rediffusion” NEW

ORI it oh G Mt TR 76BD004 Bedford OY 3 Ton GS "15th Scottish Infantry" . £11|CC99203 Edward Stobart 1954-2011 Commemorative Set

(Scania 4 Series Curtainside and Scania 111 Tractor Unit)
(RRP £124.99) BARGAIN £83

1:48 Scale

Corgi Collectables - Aircraft - military

. ler "GWR" 76QLD007 Bedford QLD RAF 2nd Tactical A F -84 Grp1944 .£13
76MH003 Mechanical horse flatbed trailer "GWR" .. £9.50 | f0a7 BectorC WU RAF 2nd Tact P

l l ‘ AA28801 Bristol F2B Fighter D-8063, RAF No.139
‘ Squadron, Villaverla, Italy, Sept 1918 £63

76IR6003 Irizar i6 coach - "The Kings Ferry" :Lﬂ—m : 0, Gauge (1 43 Scale)

76PD2001 Leyland Titan PD2/12 Maidstone & District
76PD2002 Leyland Titan PD2/12 Midland Red . '
Cars 76MB010 Mercedes Actros Semi Low Loader JCB. . ..£23

76MB004 Mercedes Actros SSC D-TEC Combitrailer/Container John Mitchell £23
76SET70 3 Piece Ford Escort Set Mk1/Mk2/XR3i 76WOT003 Ford WOT 1 Crash Tender RAF Bomber Command. £13.50

76ASS003 Austin Seven RN SaloonMaroon .............ccvvuu. . ~ N Gauge

Oxford Diecast - Public Service vehicles

NXF008 Jaguar XF Police

: = " | TC00004 Sporting Triumph collection. Stag, Spitfire TR6 £67.50
Commercial vehicles VA14700 Tmph The. Damson g, P £27

Oxford Diecast - Cars

Corgi Collectables - Cars

76MB002 Mercedes MP4 GSC Actros Curtainside Pollock . .£23

£5
e Gtoba"!
s
¥ A‘

NSDF003 Shelvoke & Drewry Freightlifter British Rail

76FC005 Ford Consul Granada Astro Silver NEW 76MSV002 Mercedes Sprinter Van "Stobart Rail". . . £6.50 (ellon) e £7.50| 43RUB004 Austin Rub
et o T i S o3 i Siobart 1:72 Scale
R Corgi Collectables - Aircraft - military
5 -

76TR017 Mobile Trailer "Eddie Stobart Fan Club" ....£10 : —
76JEP002 Jaguar E Pace - Fuji White NEW £6.50 | 76SP003 Pioneer Recovery Tractor "Traylens Funfair* 43CCCO002 Ford Cortina Mkll Crayford Convertible in

76SET17C Land Rover 5 piece Set 76SCT006 Scania Car Transporter - ECM £31.50 | AA32627 Avro Lancaster B MKIII- LM739 HW Z2 Grogs the Shot | Ermine White/Green NEW

RAF 100 Squadron Elsham Wolds 25th April 1945 £139.50 | 43VFE005 Vauxhall Cresta Friary Estate in dusty pink
L an Ll e 43VF001 Vauxhall Firenza Sport SL in Bluebird blue

Commercial vehicles
43AT001 Austin Low Loader Taxi in Black

1:36 Scale

AA32626 Avro Lancaster B.1 PA474, operated by The Corgi Collectables - Cars

" . Battle of Britain Memorial Flight, the only airworth CC99189 Del Boy's Reliant Regal and Ford Capri Mkl
76LAN188009 Land Rover 88" Canvas in bronze green £5.50 76SCV002 Showmans Caravan in green and cream. . .£12| Lancaster in Europe g y E1 39.50 | CC04314 James Bond - Aston Martin DB5 - ‘No Time To Die’

£4 P&P for 2 or more items U K P&P £2_75 £9 P&P Next Day (Orders before 2pm)




RYU ASADA TRIBUTE - PART 1

Matchbox and Hot Wheels design hero, Ryu Asada, sadly
passed away in March this year. Rick Wilson pays tribute
to one of his absolute idols of the diecast world.

nyone who collects small scale diecasts
will have been saddened by the
passing, earlier this year, of Hot Wheels
design legend, Ryu Asada. It was
known that he had been battling with
cancer, but he finally lost the four-year struggle on
23rd March. He was just 42.

Born in Osaka, Japan, he pursued a degree at
the ArtCenter College of Design, California, after
emigrating to the United States. It 1s one of the

world's foremost design schools and its graduates
have shaped automotive trends for decades.
Emerging talents are often headhunted from the
college, and Ryu was snapped up by Peugeot,
working in France for a brief period. He returned
to the US to work for Mattel in 2004. Initially
assigned to the Matchbox range, he moved across
to Hot Wheels in 2012, becoming Designer Project
Lead, having already worked on Hot Wheels as a
ouest designer in 2009.

An obsessive modeller and radio-controlled
car fanatic from his youth, he was always creating
things with his hands. His Hot Wheels designs
reflected his out-and-out automotive passion, from
replicating real vehicles, incorporating as much
detail and authenticity as he could for the project’s

» Ryu Asada at his Mattel desk.

Photo: Mattel

A Porsche 911 GT3 was first
released in 2007. This version
came out in 2013 as part of the
Matchbox 60th anniversary
celebration range.

budget, to Hot
Wheels tamous
fantasy cars. If
youre a collector
of Hot Wheels,
you’ll probably be

surprised to know

how much of
your collection came from Ryu’s pen.

When I began to put this tribute together, I was
surprised by quite how many of my latter years
Matchbox and twenty-year Hot Wheels collections
had been designed by Ryu. So much so that I've
had to split my tribute into two parts — here we’ll
cover his Matchbox designs and those for Hot
Wheels up to and including 2017, with 2018 to the

present day in the next issue.

THE MATCHBOX YEARS

Ryu started his Mattel design career under the
Matchbox banner and, for this section, we are just
skimming through his palmares, as the greater focus
is to be on his Hot Wheels achievements. That’s not
to say that he wasn’t responsible for some absolute
corkers during his time here.

When researching this part, I was constantly
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A selection of Ryu’s Matchbox and early Hot Wheels
designs. Back row: Volvo C30 (Matchbox), ’14
Corvette Stingray and '90 Acura NSX (both Hot
Wheels). Front row: Honda $S2000, '15 Jaguar F-Type
Project 7 and Lotus Esprit S1 (all Hot Wheels).

Yet another 2010 design 1s the 1/61 scale Volvo
P1800S. There was a flurry of releases - four in

2010 and three in 2011 — then a nine-year gap

being surprised that most of my favourites from
this era had been designed by Ryu. The first of
mine that has his name against it is the racey Lotus
Exige, first released in 2007, stated as being 1/56
scale. Twelve versions appeared until 2014 and the
version I have 1s a 2008 release.

The next Ryu masterpiece in my collection 1s
another 2007 design, the marvellous 1/60 scale
Porsche 911 GT3. 1 only have this as the 2013
60th anniversary release but 16 variations have so
far been released, up to and including two in 2020
— these are a slight variation as they now sport a
metal rear spoiler.

Still 1in 2007, next we have the 1/61 scale Volvo
C30.Ten versions were released up to 2011 (my
gold one 1s the second 2007 release) and these tend
to command a bit of a premium, even loose.

Jumping forward a couple of years, Ryu’s work
really caught my attention with the Lotus Europa
in 2009. Going back 1n time, to the very first
Matchbox Superfasts, in 1969, my first real diecast
love was the No 5 Europa and here I was, falling
in love with Matchbox all over again. At 1/64
scale, the ‘'new’ version was slightly smaller than the
Supertast original and there have been 11 versions
released, including in 2021. I only have three of
these, so clearly I still have some work to do here!

Keeping things Lotus-related, I have a trio of
Caterham R500 Superlights (a development of
the original Lotus Seven) and it 1s such a small car
in reality that the Matchbox fit-the-box strategy
has this at 1/48 scale! Only seven versions were
released between 2010 and 2015.

In the same year, Ryu produced the VW Porsche
914 - another weakness of mine. At 1/60 scale, it
certainly made for a very nice model, and it’s still
being produced in 2021.There have been eleven
variations so far.

A Lotus selection - three
examples of Ryu’s Europa,
designed in 2009, and an Exige
(first released in 2007).

» Lamborghini Miura P400S
was first released in 2011 (left).
The other two are more recent

— 2017 “Best of” and a slightly
modified, retooled 2020 version
(right).

to 2020, when the casting reappeared as part of a
5-pack.

Finally for the Matchbox section of my Ryu
appreciation, another Superfast favourite got the
Asada treatment, first appearing in 2011 — the
Lamborghini Miura P400S. Again, smaller than its
Lesney counterpart, at 1/60 scale, 1t still made for a
very appealing casting. Surprisingly, though, it has
only appeared on seven occasions — the most recent
being in 2020 (Metallake Mint Green in the photo
below). For this latest release, the tooling has been
reworked for easier assembly, with modified rivet
positions. To make the most of this expense, I fully
expect further releases in the future.

HOT WHEELS - 2009 TO 2013
Ryu’s work for Hot Wheels first appeared in the

2009 range, as a guest designer. Gearonimo was

his very first Hot Wheels, then Formula Street
appeared in 2010, alongside a Toy Story army Jeep-
style special called Bucket O’Speed.

Then in 2011, three more followed in the shape
of Honda S2000, Rennen Rig and Super Blitzen.
Honda S2000 was a real favourite of Ryu’s, as he
owned a real one, in the first issue yellow of course.

And, as if to make a statement as to the high regard
that Ryu was already held in at Mattel, the S2000

model even featured the legend “R. ASADA” across
the sunstrip!

During 2012, Ryu moved to Hot Wheels full-
time and three designs were unleashed before
the end of the year — "85 Honda CR-X, Baja
Truck and Bentley Continental Supersports. Of
these, only the CR-X has fallen into my shopping
basket so far.

Five more followed in 2013 with 67 Chevy
C10, 14 Corvette Stingray, Scion FR-S, Speedbox

.~
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A A trio of Caterham R500 Superlight releases.
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RYU ASADA TRIBUTE - PART 1

3

L]
-

A Ryu’s VW Porsche 914 has been in the range for 11 years.
Top row: 2021 and 2017 releases. Bottom row: 2010 and
2011,

and the rather outrageous Speed Dozer. Ryu was
properly getting into his stride by now, so in the
following years, the number of new designs would
increase substantially.

HOT WHEELS - 2014

Eleven new designs would enter the 2014 range
from Ryu’s desk, proving to be a sign of things

to come. [t was another mix of real cars and
fantasy designs, a combination Ryu was clearly
comfortable with working on. Real cars included
the 1990 Honda Civic, a convertible version of
the "14 Corvette Stingray, Porsche 934 Turbo

R SR, Porsche Panamera and the 2015 Ford
Mustang GT. Of note in the fantasy section are
the Ryura LX (Ryu was even getting namechecks
in the model’s title now) and MR 11, designed

in collaboration with the German football

player, Marco Reus, who still plays for Borussia
Dortmund, live at the 2013 German Toy Fair. The
model’s name comes from Marco Reus's initials
and 11 represents his squad number.

HOT WHEELS - 2015
Ryu’s design count was up to 18 for 2015, with

yet more real and fantasy vehicles. But now, he

was also into the realm of TV icons, with the
Batman: Arkham Knight Batmobile. In terms of my
collection, I only have eight of the 18 so far, but I
make up for that with a bumper crop of one of my
favourite Ryu designs — the Lotus Esprit S1.

A huge admirer of the car since my teenage
years, Ryu’s work on this design was, in my mind,
a perfect balance of the real car’s design reduced
to 1/64 scale with no noticeable concessions. I
erab one every time I see one, and the fact that
these also include James Bond’s “Wet Nellie™
from The Spy Who Loved Me, complete with
the correct number plate, 1s a real treat. But my

The following years, 2011 and 2012, saw
further ‘guest designer’ Hot Wheels from
Ryu. Back row: Rennen Rig in 2011 and
'85 Honda CR-X (2012). Front row: Honda
S2000 (2011), Super Blitzen (2011) and a
loose example of the CR-X.

By 2013, Ryu’s 2012 move to Hot Wheels
full-time brought us five new designs,
and here are four of them - Speedbox
(top left), '67 Chevy C10 (top right),

'14 Corvette Stingray (bottom left) and
Speed Dozer (bottom right).
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A Porsche 934.5 (packaged and loose) with 2016 Ford GT
Race.

A Three fantasy designs for 2017 — Head Starter, Sky Dome
and Roller Toaster.

A For 2014, Ryu was accredited with 11 new releases, of
which we have five here - Ryura LX (left, top and bottom),
Mastretta MXR (centre top), Porsche 934 Turbo RSR (centre
bottom), 1990 Honda Civic EF (top right) and '14 Corvette
Stingray Convertible (bottom right).

A A special Star Wars design -
Jawa, from 2016.

&8 CORVETTES
CDAS MONMKEY GARACH

A The awesomely-packaged
Gas Monkey Garage '68
Corvette.

A Another new Ryu offering for
2015 was the gorgeous Lotus
Esprit S1 -1 might be a little

obsessed with this one!

¥ More from 2015 — Batman
Arkham Knight Batmobile (in
both special and standard
packaging), Tesla Model S and
GT Hunter.

favourite has to be the recent yellow British
Horse Power release (centre of the top row in the
photo), with its sumptuous wheels.

HOT WHEELS - 2016

Fifteen Ryu designs were added to the Hot
Wheels portfolio in 2016, with another good
mix of US classics, Japanese hotties and fantasy
creations. A notable addition was the first of
Ryu’s Star Wars character cars, in the shape of a
completely made-up vehicle to represent the Jawa.
[t’s not usually my thing, but I had to get hold of
this one as it 1s so different.

Another tavourite of mine from 2016 1s the
Renault Sport R.S.01, a super representation of
the beautiful one-make racer that the French
manufacturer unveiled in 2014 for the upcoming
R enault Sport Trophy series. It would later move
into GT3 sports car racing. Seven versions have
been produced by Hot Wheels so far, of which I
have two — more shopping required!

As a real advocate of renewable energy, [ am also
drawn to the HW Formula Solar. This aerodynamic,
solar-powered speeder runs completely on green
energy. The solar panels on top of the opening
canopy reportedly give the HW Formula Solar its
power. The canopy opens to reveal how the solar
panels transfer the energy into the batteries. This
speeder also introduced a new type of wheel — the

SKDisc (short for skinny disc).

HOT WHEELS - 2017

We end this first instalment with Ryu’s work for
2017 — another 18-model year, equalling 2015. It’s
another bumper year with plenty to choose from
in terms of variety. Standouts for me, though,
couldn’t be fturther apart from each other!

The Gas Monkey Garage 68 Corvette 1s
totally awesome. Inspired by the original Hot
Wheels ‘Sweet 16’ 68 Custom Corvette, the
famous hot rod shop created a one-of-a-kind
build of a life-size Hot Wheels car. The massive
chrome supercharger dominates the bonnet, plus
outrageous side pipes and flared wings give this
classic some real attitude. So Hot Wheels just
had to recreate this one. The version I picked up
comes 1n some truly outstanding packaging.

Two more 2017 designs that really need picking
out for special mention are Head Starter and
Roller Toaster. Head Starter 1s a ‘tooned classic
1960s racing car that just really appeals to me
with its nuttiness. Interestingly, it you look closely
enough on the side, the legend “ASADA” 1s there
just under the racing number — nice touch. Roller
Toaster 1s properly beyond my usual level of Hot
Wheels appeal, but the fact that if you push down
on the rear spoiler, two slices of bread disappear
into the body, just somehow makes me smile.
Which is really the point of these marvellous
creations, i1sn’t 1t?

Next month, we’ll pick up the story from 2018.
By now, Ryu was properly into his stride with
the number of new designs each year well into
the late teens — so there 1s still an awful lot yet to

come. Don’t miss it, Hot Wheels collectors!
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Designs for 2016 - here are two
versions of Renault Sport R.S.01
flanking '15 Mazda MX-5 Miata.

s PRt ®

Hot Wheels designs by Ryu Asada - 2009 to 2013

Gearonimo

2009 New Models

Bucket O' Speed

Toy Story 3

Formula Street

2010 New Models

Honda S2000

2011 New Models

Rennen Rig 2011 New Models

Super Blitzen 2011 New Models

'85 Honda CR-X The Hot Ones

Baja Truck Team Hot Wheels High-Speed Wheels

Bentley Continental Supersports

2012 New Models

'67 Chevy C10 HW Showroom: HW Hot Trucks
'14 Corvette Stingray HW Showroom: Corvette 60th
Scion FR-S HW Showroom: HW Garage
Speedbox HW City: HW Rescue

Speed Dozer

HW City: City Works

Hot Wheels designs by Ryu Asada - 2014

1990 Honda Civic EF

HW City: Nightburnerz

'14 Corvette Stingray Convertible

HW Workshop: Then and Now

2015 Ford Mustang GT

HW City: Mustang 50th

Mastretta MXR

HW Race: Thrill Racers

MR11 Marco Reus Promo
Hi-Tech Missile HW Race: X-Raycers
Porsche 934 Turbo RSR HW City: Planet Heroes

Porsche Panamera

HW City: Speed Team

Project Speeder HW Workshop: HW Garage
Rig Storm HW Race: X-Raycers
Ryura LX HW City: City Works

Hot Wheels designs by Ryu Asada - 2015

'90 Acura NSX

HW Workshop: HW Garage

'15 Jaguar F-Type Project 7

HW Race: Track Aces

Aston Martin Vantage GT3

HW Race: World Race

Backdrafter

HW City: City Works

Batman: Arkham Knight Batmobile

HW City: Batman

BMW M4

HW City: Street Power

Corvette C7.R HW Race: World Race
Custom '15 Ford Mustang HW Race: World Race

GT Hunter HW Race: HW Race Team
Lotus Esprit S1 HW Workshop: HW Garage
McLaren P1 HW Workshop: HW Garage
Nitro Tailgater HW Race: World Race
Ollie Rocket HW City: HW Space Team

More 2016 designs - a pair of
47 Acura NSX either side of
HW Formula Solar.

Super Volt

HW City: Street Power

Pedal Driver

HW City: Surf Patrol

SRT Viper GTS-R

HW Race: World Race

Tesla Model S

HW Workshop: HW Garage

The Haulinator

HW Off-Road: Battle Kings

Hot Wheels designs by Ryu Asada - 2016

'63 Chevy II Muscle Mania
'15 Mazda MX-5 Miata Nightburnerz

'17 Acura NSX Then and Now
'17 Ford F-150 Raptor HW Hot Trucks
Blitzspeeder X-Raycers

Bone Speeder HW Race Team
Crate Racer HW City Works
Custom "72 Chevy LUV HW Hot Trucks
Custom '01 Acura Integra GSR Nightburnerz
HW Formula Solar HW Green Speed
Jawa Star Wars Character Cars
Dawgzilla HW Hot Trucks
Grass Chomper HW Ride-Ons
Renault Sport R.S. 01 HW Exotics
Tanknator HW Daredevils

Hot Wheels designs by Ryu Asada - 2017

'68 Corvette - Gas Monkey Garage

HW Screen Time

'15 Mercedes-AMG GT HW Exotics

16 Honda Civic Type R Then and Now

2016 Ford GT Race HW Speed Graphics
'17 Nissan GT-R (R35) Nightburnerz

'17 Pagani Huayra Roadster HW Exotics

Baja Hauler HW Hot Trucks
Cyborg DC Character Cars
GazellaR HW Exotics

Head Starter Tooned

Milano HW Screen Time
_oKi Marvel Character Cars
Porsche 934.5 Factory Fresh

Roller Toaster Legends of Speed
Sky Dome Experimotors
Street Weiner HW City Works
Tesla Model X Factory Fresh

Track Hammer HW Glow Wheels

Information from Fandom Hot Wheels Wiki (hotwheels.fandom.com)
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Models are constantly updated and
can be viewed on our website

www.diecastgems.com
Most of these models have not
yet reached the website.

Did you know that we check every
model and test with a UV light as to
whether any known touch ups are
exposed, and we declare
them if there is.

Non Internet Users.

A small catalogue has now been
produced which will offer around 250-
350 models. This will be
updated or changed every 2-3 months
and will be sent to all
purchasers automatically. This is
particularly to support those who do
not use the internet but is available to

; _ _ all on request. Latest list released June
Buy from Diecast Gems with confidence. 2020. Over 100 models sold to date.

A full condition report will be offered on request and further pictures
can be sent on any item with an email address provided.

Corgi Juniors Rare Crime Busters Gift Set 3008 for sale

Have you ever seen one before?

Corgi
152 B.R.M racing Car Turquoise. RN3. A/B+ £140
201 Austin Cambridge Silver/Metallic Green A—A/A- £195
203M Vauxhall Velox Orange-No silver flutes-Rare A—A/B £625
203M Vauxhall Velox Red-Silver finals Scarce. A—A/B £425
219 Suburban Station Wagon Tan/Deep Cream-Early wheels. B+/B+ £95
226 Morris Mini Minor Metallic Plum. A/A £145
233 Heinkel Car Met Blue. Scarce. Owners initials on base or A.
A--A/A- £220
233 Heinkel Cr Bright Scarlett Red A—A/B+ £130
2671 James Bond 2nd Issue A--A/A £450
267 Batmobile Gloss Black. A—A/A- Early Issue. £675

268 Green Hornet-Spun Wh. A/A £445
275 Rover 2000TC Met Green & Brown Interior. A/A- £195
307 E Type Jaguar Gunmetal & Red roof. A/A- £260
373 VW Beetle 1200 European Police car A/A- £145
409 Ford Zephyr Motorway Police A/A- £165
479 Commer Van ‘Samuelson’ Film Services. Blue Int. Gold Tripod.
A—A/A- £280
485 Mini Surfing. Complete. Spun Wheels. A/A- £280
497 Thrush Buster Purple.-cast Wheels.-Ring. Metal lamps. A/A- £390

508 Commer Holiday Bus. Missing suitcases A—A/A- £215

Grading guide
A = Mint, A—A= VN Mint, A-= N Mint, *means Unboxed

B+= Excellent Plus, B-B++ Very good, B= Good

If you have a question or would like to discuss any matter please call me on my landline 01297 678250.
The mobile is a bad signal around base but it is 07973 563476
Payments can be made through the website shop using PayPal or Stripe or you may send a cheque
or arrange a bank transfer, details can be given on request.

To avoid disappointment, | would recommend you ring or send a text to the mobile to reserve an item if posting a cheque.
Happy collecting! Phil Silvester at Diecast Gemes.

Email: phil@diecastgems.com




NOW SUPPLYING LCD MODELS
EXCEPTIONAL DETAILIN 1:18, 1:24, 1:64

43004GY - Range Rover Velar 1st Edition Grey - 1:43 64001B - Range Rover Velar 2018 1st Edition Blue - 1:64 64003W - Honda Civic Type-R - 1:64

&
CML117-2 - Daimler SP250 (CUL']' CMLO61-2 - Alfa Romeo Spider |l CMLO59-2 - Aston Martin DB5
Dart Green 59-64 - 1:18 46 WOORS 86-89 - 1:18 DHC 1964 - 1:18
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41001-182 - Jaguar Ascot Bertone 1977 - 1:43  40907-011 - Isotta Fraschini 8A SS Castagna - 1:43  40406-052 - Duesenberg SJ2608 TPW La Grande - 1:43

Head Oftice and Main Showroom WE ARE-TRADEONLY Southern Office and Showroom
Discovery House, 8A Sapper Jordan Rossi Park Unit 15, Liberty Close, Woolsbridge Ind. Park
| Otley Road, Baildon, BD17 7AX COLLECTORS PLEASE CONTACIH T ITh(ﬁezbezg 3%56%”‘3"’“55@%@%%%6
Tel: 01274 594119 - Fax: 01274 531505 el: - Fax:
E-mail: enquiries@ayrey.com YOUR LOCAL MODEL SUPPLIER E-mail: southsales@ayrey.co.uk



CARS OF THE FUTURE

The Mattel
Dream Mobile

Co-designed for Hot Wheels by Ryu Asada and Neal Smith, Paul Brent
Adams uncovers the roots of this trio of recent Hot Wheels releases.

he American toy giant, Mattel, released

its first toy car, a big plastic Dream

Car, in 1953.To help celebrate its 75th
Birthday in 2020, Mattel released a

small-scale replica of that toy in the Hot

Wheels range. To date, there have been three colour
variants, all matching the colours used on the 1950s
toy - and there should be several more colours to go.
Given the importance of this model in the history
of Mattel, and the later Hot Wheels line, it surely
deserves a closer look.

Mattel was founded in 1945, by Harold 'Matt'
Matson and Elliot Handler, the company name
being a blend of their used first names. The company
was based 1n California and, in 1953, released the
Dream Car (No 465) - a 1950s vision of what cars
of the future might look like, with a jet-age bubble
canopy and lots of chrome. It was big model in self-
coloured plastic with metal trim, and a Speed Streak
friction motor powering the front wheels. Design
credit went to Elliot Handler and Joseph Kossoft.

At 10"/, inches (27 cm) long, and roughly 1/24
scale, 1t was an 1mpressive toy. The clear plastic
'bomber bubble' canopy could be removed. The car
was 1nitially available in four colours: Red Blaze,
Blue Bullet, Chartreuse Dreamliner, and Black
Diamond, all with either silver or gold trim.The
blue and black versions were later dropped, and
replaced by two new colours, Yellow Jet and Ivory

Bullet. The toys were shipped to retailers in cartons
of two dozen cars, 1n an assortment of colours.

Hot Wheels included the slightly renamed
Mattel Dream Mobile in its 2020 range, although
the copyright date on the base says 2019.The first
version was red with a grey plastic interior, silver-
printed trim on the canopy and rear body, and a
blue-tinted canopy. The chrome base also formed
the large front bumper and grille. The car was part
of the HW Dream Garage sub-series. The model 1s
only 67 mm long, or just over two and a half inches.
The M75 logo appears on the card, along with the
words Mattel and “Est 1945”.

This 15 a really nice model.Very low slung, the
wheels are almost hidden by the bodywork. As the
body tapers towards the rear, the rear wheels have
a narrower track than the front. This mini Dream
Mobile is a very accurate reproduction of the
original car, although the canopy is now fixed, and
there is no friction motor.

A The car of the future, as
envisioned by Mattel in 1953.
All the colours released so
far match those used on the
original toy.

A The original 2020 release
of the Mattel Dream Mobile in
red, with the 2021 versions in
blue and green - all on long
cards. Two of the cards have
the Mattel 75th Birthday logo
in the corner.

A A period advertisement for the original 1953 toy.

The next two versions are part of the 2021 Hot
Wheels range, but are now in the “Tooned” sub-
series of cartoon-like models. First to appear was the
blue version, although I would call it turquoise. The
interior 1s now yellow, and the canopy is clear. Apart
from that the models are 1dentical. The card for this
model still carries the M75 logo in the corner. The
latest variant 1s in green, with a red interior, and
clear canopy and there 1s no M75 logo on its card.

That 1s the Dream Mobile line to date. Three
models in red, blue, and green, following the colours
of the original. We can therefore expect to see
further versions in black, yellow, and ivory over the
next year or two. There might even be models with

gold rather than silver trim. Again, that would be
faithful to the original.
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The prancing
horse heads for
the openroad

Ferrari’s most famous racing cars gained honours at circuits around the
world. Francisco Mota details a few that escaped the track and went on to
shine in competition elsewhere.

ounded in 1947, Scuderia Ferrar1’s mission horses running in circles on closed circuits, but there
was to build and race the fastest cars it were exceptions.
could make.Victory was everything for If we go back far enough, we can even find works
Enzo Ferrari, known for saying “the most Ferrari road racing, at a time when some great
beautiful Ferrari car 1s the one that wins”. classic races were held on semi-closed roads. We're
History would give the brand an incredible number | ¥ Fromtheleft,atrioof Ferrari | t;]king about classic events like the Targa Florio and
of wins in multiple types of races. Formula 1 was, ;at:'g (;'?'rBS(E;:B 2?13 (2;;5(2?'"39), Mille Miglia, in Italy, and the incredible Carrera
and still 15, the most important stage where cars from | (Box) - all diecasts made in PanAmericana, in Mexico. In a way, these were
Maranello fight for the laurels. However, sports car Italy. the ancestors to rallying as we know it today. Get a

racing was also something the prancing horse called
home for a long time.

The 24 Hours of Le Mans, in particular, saw the
red cars win on nine occasions, between 1949
and 1965, before the ‘Commendatore’ decided

to focus the works team solely on Formula

1. However, there are always privateer L L L FFE, H/ND X |

teams to wave the flag for the best-
known car brand in the word.

Most of those teams

4

kept their prancing

=a2)
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racing car and go as fast as you can from point A to
point B, on a normal road.

HOW RALLYING CHANGED

Rallying started as something completely di
compared to what it 1s today and those old road
races stood for in the fifties. It evolved a lot from

Terent

the early format, where map navigation and average
speed were the criteria judged relevant to elect a
winner. Special stages, as we know i1t today, only
started to appear in international events by the
mid-sixties. At first, those special stages were, in fact,
stretches of the route, where organizers would take
miles from the road book, artificially raising the
average speed and making competitors drive as fast
as they could so they would not be penalised.

Of course, this would prove too dangerous and
real special stages, sections of road closed to the
traffic and raced against the clock would emerge. At
first, reliability was still a factor, as those special stages
were long enough to threaten mechanical integrity.
This was a time when rally cars were not much
more than regular streetcars fitted with a roll bar,
racing shocks and mud tyres.

What had started as an amateur sport quickly
became a serious thing when manufacturers got
involved at the highest level. New regulations allowed
further modifications to the basic cars, to a point

where they became machines made for a specific
purpose. Everyone remembers where it all led to. In
the late eighties, regulations went through the roof
and supercars for the road were allowed to race. Those
were the times of the infamous Group B rally cars.

A breed that has left strong memories in each of us

I

Enzo Ferrari
would loudly
claim his
company
had built the
V6 engine
that made
Lancia win
with its
outlandish
Stratos.
But he only
showed
some brief
interest in
the Group B
era.

that was lucky enough to be out there in the woods,
seeing those cars and drivers do amazing things.

Due to a series of fatal accidents, rallying soon
went back to basics, with Group A rules. Rally cars
were again well prepared streetcars, but not for
long. Manufacturers built homologation specials to
flout the regulations and gain unfair advantage. It
all came to a point where 1t would be cheaper for
the manufacturers to build special rally cars again,
instead of trying to sell hundreds of expensive
homologation specials. And here we are, with WR C
cars, true racing machines with nothing in common
with the model they try us to believe are made from.
R egulations are on the verge of changing again
for the next generation of hybrid cars, just to make
sure everybody 1s on the same page in terms of car
related emissions.

FERRARI IN RALLYING

Except for a short period during the eighties, Ferrari

was not interested in rallying. Enzo Ferrari would
loudly claim his company had built the V6 engine
that made Lancia win with its outlandish Stratos. But
he only showed some brief interest when Group B
regulations came up. We'll get to that shortly.

To build a 1/43 scale collection of Ferrari rally
cars, one has to compromise a little. Maybe it can
all start with one of the old, ferocious fifties road
racers. A Carrera PanAmericana winner, like the
monstrous 375 Plus, for example, the car that won
the event in 1954.

Surely, this was not your regular rally event, but
just look at period shots and you quickly get the
feeling for what was a truly gruelling road race. Flat
out during days in an open road crossing South
America. An ancestor to modern rallying? For sure.
[talian diecast manufacturer, Top Model, launched
a very nice scale model of this powerful machine,

complete with its typical sponsors, still unusual
in Europe, at the time. The model
follows the real car’s pumped up

look, with that big air scoop to
feed the engine, faired head
rest, realistic photo-
etched crossed
spoke wheels
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A Top Models released this fine 375 Plus replica more than
twenty years ago, but it still looks very good.

and many more details. There are even straps to

hold the bonnet 1n place and a very nice cockpit
reproduction. The bulge in the back hides a 180-litre
fuel tank, needed to feed the 330 bhp 5.0-litre V12
engine, mastered by Umberto Maglioli to win the
Carrera PanAmericana.

PRIVATEERS WAVE THE FLAG

During the following decade, privateers started using
Ferraris in more conventional events. Like the Tour
de France Automobile, where competitors had to
tackle circuit races, rally stages and hillclimbs. This
was the feud of several versions of the famed Ferrari
250, in consecutive evolutions, from the SWB to the
TDE obviously ending with the 250 GTO.

We found an old diecast by Solido, sold at the
time with separate decals and reproducing a car
that finished the 1964 TDF in eighth place. With
race number 175, the model features opening doors
and 1s fairly accurate, for a generic 250 GTO, only
let down by extra narrow plastic chromed-wheels.
General shape 1s okay, there are nice little details,
like the transparent bonnet air scoops, and the
decals sheet looks sufficient to make a replica of
this example. Opening doors gives access to a pretty
basic cabin, more toy-like in design and finish than a
proper collector’s item.

The second 250 GTO 1s another diecast, this
time by Bang and announced as an updated version

» A pair
of road
racing 250 GTOs:
1963 Targa Florio car (Bang, left),
the other is a TDF by Solido minus
decals, those came in the box.

A Perfectly reproduced
‘magnesium’ wheels on this Box
models replica.

N

g

ol %

A Three wipers were needed for
the Monte Carlo snow in 1966.

A Ferrari 250 GTO by Bang
models features large wheels

“ Ferrari won the 1954 Carrera Pan Americana with a 375
Plus, a road race ancestor to modern rallying.

V¥ This yellow prototype was entered in the
1966 Monte Carlo rally to test some of
the features for the coming road car.

of the first model launched by the company, now
featuring aluminium photo-etched wheels. It makes
the model look much better, as do the three air
scoops at the front end and the livery, with white
and blue stripes running across the car. Bang’s
diecast also features half-open side windows and a
complete exhaust system. However, this Italian-made
diecast 1s considerably narrower than Solido’s replica,
which looks more realistic in that respect. The Gran
Turismo Omologata won the TDF twice, showing
that it was as capable on the road as it was on the
track, thanks to its 3.0-litre V12 developing around
300 bhp.

THE YELLOW MONTE CARLO
PROTOTYPE

Two years later, the public watching the 1966
Monte Carlo rally would be amazed to see a
“Giallo” Prototype and hear its 3.3-litre V12 engine
screaming up the mountains. This was the very first
275 G'TB factory prototype, entered by Ferrari to
test suspension features for the final road version.
Famous Ferrari and Lancia test driver, Giorgio
Pianta, co-driven by Roberto Lippi, did the job.
Pianta described this experience as “‘the most
beautiful memory of my life” even if the car did not
reach the end of the rally.

Box Models reproduced this gorgeous machine

many years ago, but it has stood the test of time.
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» One of the most dramatic Ferraris ever to grace a
rally stage, the 1969 Tour de France 250 LM.

V¥ Where to put a second spare wheel,
when rallying a 250 LM?

Great looking wheel rims are part of the charm, four
extra spotlights are reproduced as in the original

car and Box Models even changed the original 275
bonnet, giving it two air scoops near the windshield,
to let hot air from the engine compartment straight
onto the windscreen, working as a defrost system. A
third wiper 1s fitted on the roof and there are rally
plates and rally numbers, as well as a wing mirror.
Box Models only missed one detail - the real car had
a second interior mirror, for the co-driver.

A 250 LM ON THE ROAD

Three years later, we found one of the most
astonishing adventures that anyone could have driving
a Ferrari on the road. Back to the Tour de France
Automobile, a Ferrar1 250 LM was entered. This car
was originally meant to replace the 250 GTO, but
was never accepted by the ruling body as a GT, so

it just had to race against the prototypes. It won Le

Mans 1n 1965, the last car from Maranello to do so,
and competed in many more races. For the 1969 TDE
a car was entered featuring the necessary addenda to
go rallying. Four extra spotlights, wing mirrors and

a spare wheel on top of the engine cover. The car

was entered by Scuderia Filipinetti and driven by
Jean-Pierre Rouget and Jean-Claude Depret, but did
not finish. Look Smart modelled this unusual car as a
resincast, paying great attention to all the details that
makes this a unique subject. Perfect wire wheels (five

» Look Smart modelled this
unique TDF 250 LM as a high
quality resincast.

A Spot the difference between
this pair of Dino 246 GT rally
cars.

A On the left, the Bang replica,
the other diecast is by Vitesse.

of them), GoodYear marked tyres with a blue line
around the side wall, excellent painting and decaling,
perfect shape and all the details needed for the rally
stages are 1n the right place.

DINO WAS NOT A STRATOS

In 1975, a Group 3 Dino 246 GT entered another
event similar to the TDE the Giro d’Italia. This was
the third year the competition was organised and it
proved to be a perfect place for both manufacturers
and privateers to test their cars or abilities. De
Gregory and Pasquini were among the privateer
squad with their white Dino 246 GT, the junior
brand Ferrari was trying to launch at the time.

In standard form, the car was good for 195 bhp,
from a mid-mounted 2.4-litre V6 engine, the same
used by the Stratos rally car, so should be able to do
well in the Giro, but i1t did not finish. It was neither
a works car, nor a very well prepared on, so was
not able to do the same things a Stratos could. We
brought a pair of diecast replicas to this collection -
Vitesse made one, the other 1s by Bang. Those are
old models by now, being released well over twenty
years ago.

Side by side, we can easily spot the differences
between the two. Bang’s model is a little narrower
making it look more realistic.Vitesse used its road car
set of parts to make this rally version and kept the
front and rear bumpers. Bang’s model does without

A Face to face, the better quality Bang model (left) and the Vitesse diecast, made from the road car.
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those chromed parts, as did the real car. The Italian
scale model also features the front license plate
placed under the small front grille and not directly
on 1t, as on the Vitesse model. Bang uses the correct
five-nut wheels, while Vitesse’s has central knock
off nuts. In terms of finishing, the Italian scale
model scores again - side windows have photo-
etched surrounds and there’s a more realistic shade
of white for the paint.Vitesse completely missed
the rally number on the rear engine cover, and that
1s not a small thing.

GROUP 4 RALLY CARS

Enter the eighties and the most prolific era of
Ferrari rally cars. They were all based on one of
the most beautiful designs from Maranello, the
mid-engined 308 GTB. From the Dino 246 GT
prepared under the Group 3 regulations, we go
one-step further with the 308 GTB, homologated
under Group 4 rules from 1977. Ferrari had no
intention of entering the new car as a works team,
but developed and homologated some special
parts to make it easier for private teams to prepare
the car for rallying. Instead of building the rally
cars in Maranello, Ferrar1 commissioned Giuliano
Michelotto’s outfit to build the Group 4 version.

Michelotto soon grabbed the attention of French
Ferrari Importer Charles Pozzi, who bought one
car and hired multi-talented French driver Jean-
Claude Andruet for the team. The pair, co-driven
by “Biche”, won the 1981 Tour de France Auto,
with their red and white “Entremont” sponsored
car. This gorgeous Group 4 machine had 1ts
3.0-litre V8 engine delivering 310 bhp, from the
standard car’s 255 bhp. It featured enlarged wheel
arches, to accommodate wide rims and tyres, plus a
battery of four spotlights at the front.

[talian model maker, Best Model, made a very
good diecast set of parts used to launch several
different liveries of this Group 4 308 GTB. Best
Models launched this diecast back in the nineties,
but it still looks nice today. All the rally addenda is in
the right place, including rear mud-flaps. The cabin

A License plate looks a little used on the Olio Fiat car.

features racing seats with harnesses and a complete
roll-cage, plus racing dash and steering wheel and
even a small fire extinguisher. Decal quality 1s very
good, however, placement was not made as precisely

as 1t should be, this being the weak point in many of

Best Model’s releases of its 308 GTB.

Next to the 1981 TDF winner, Joao
photographed an “Olio Fiat” sponsored car, as
driven in the 1980 Piancavalo Rally, a leg of the
[talian championship. The car did not finish the
rally, but it featured the classic livery that we can
see also on the Fiat 131 Abarth and Lancia Stratos
of the same time, a gorgeous design that simply had
to be here. The model features two extra spotlights,
totaling no less than eight lamps, plus a realistic

aerial on the roof and yellow front rims (the rear
ones are golden).

ALMOST A WRC WIN
The 308 GTB Group 4 had further success in
1982, with Andruet winning the TDF again,

now with a blue car sponsored by Pioneer audio

systems. Best reproduced this one, not missing the
difterently styled wheel rims and featuring a day-
driving configuration, with the standard headlamps

11981 TDF winner (left) and
1980 Piancavallo winner, both by
Best models.

2 Two liveries for the same
sponsor, Pioneer. 1982 TDF
winner (left) and 1982 Tour de
Corse (2nd).

% Best Models made a collection
of Group 4 308 GTBs, with
small differences.

4 Wheel rims have different
designs and Best did not miss it.

i ——

-

A Hot air from the engine bay
exited through the black air
vents.

A Photo-etched parts were
used for the wheel rims on this
308 GTB.

A Look inside and you’ll see a
detailed cockpit, with racing
seats and seat belts.
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» The 288 GTO Evoluzione was a prototype made
to explore the Group B regulations, but it never
went into production - model by Jouef.

A Group B spec 308 GTB, with
different style wheel rims at the
front to the rear.

A The narrow body of this 308
GTB was unexpected in Group
B rallying.

A Highly detailed engine bay in
Jouef’s 288 GTO Evoluzione.

A The 288 GTO Evoluzione
cockpit features all the details
of the real car.

:
&.

|
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A Headlamps are in the open position on this particular
Best Model 308 GTB.

down and no extra spotlights. Andruet and the
Pozzi team also ventured into some WRC events
and reached a second place overall in the tarmac
only Tour de Corse rally, beaten only by rally ace
Jean Ragnotti at the wheel of the rally special, mid-
engined Renault 5 Turbo.This 1s another model
reproduced by Best Model, painted red and blue
with the same main sponsor, but looking much
better with the wider tarmac wheels. Standard
headlamps are in closed position, and two extra
spotlights are fitted under the front bumper.
Antonio Tognana, driving another 308 GTB, won
the Italian rally championship the same year, but he
ended the year at the wheel of a Lancia Rally 037.
By now, Group Fiat had invested a lot in its new
Group B machine and it was not interested in giving
any help to develop a rival car from a sister brand.
Michelotto still went ahead on his own, changing
the 308 GTB from Group 4 rules to the new
Group B regulations, in 1983, but without the
financial means to take the development much
further - 1t even had to go back to the standard
narrow tracks. Still, the car was competitive on
mainly tarmac events. R emarkably, Spanish driver
Antonio Zanini used one of those latter day Group

“ This is a later 308 GTB, with the
narrow Group B body specification.

B cars to win the 1984 Spanish rally championship.
That’s the last scale example from Best Model

we re featuring here. This one was made from the
street 308 G'TB set of parts. It has the narrow body,
complete with the eight lamps front end and mixed
styled wheel rims, front and rear.

THE “WHAT IF” RALLY CAR

We end this story with a “what 1f” Ferrari rally car
- the 288 GTO Evoluzione. This was an evolution
of the street car288 GTQO, itself a 308 GTB that
had been taken to the limit of Group B regulations.
The Evoluzione car was built 1n six examples only,
including the first prototype.The job was done
in early 1986 and the car was meant to be built
in a series of 20 examples, the minimum volume
required to be homologated under the Group B
evolution cars rules. It featured a 2.9-litre V8 twin-
turbo engine, good for 650 bhp.
However, it only had rear wheel drive, while
all the other Group B rally cars were 4WD. The
288 GTO Evoluzione did some testing around
Maranello, but the program stopped when the FIA,
the sport’s ruling body, announced the cancellation
of Group B. Jouef, a French company better
known for its train models, released a state-of-the-
art diecast in period. It features opening doors,
opening front hood and opening rear engine cover.
Jouet reproduced all the mechanicals, as well as the
cockpit. At the time, this was a must-have for any
scale model collector and today it still looks great.
There are plenty of details under the engine cover to
spend some time examining the work done by Jouef.
This was a first approach to the Ferrari rally cars
collection theme. If you dig deeper, you’ll find a

few more 308 GTBs made by Best Model and also
some older 250 GTs and 250 TDFs, released by
other Italian model makers. Much more recently,
some privateers took the opportunity given by

the R-GT regulations and used cars like the 360
Modena 1in rally stages, so there’s more to look for,

if you decide a Ferrari blasting in a rally stage 1s
exotic enaugh.
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Workbench

Rick Wilson continues his new regular monthly section
sharing current project progress.

've been playing around with restoring A A friend (our postie!) has ESUPERFAST RECOVERY
old diecasts since my early teens and some kindly donated a later version Restoring a Matchbox Superfast 1sn't as difficult as you
of my projects have occasionally appeared St oan Decraiped tar s, might think because, although it has rivets on the base

. . . . These have now been stripped _
in the magazine since I first got involved (see photo on the opposite rather than screws, these are quite easy to remove. I use

editorially in 2013. I've just started a huge page). a 4.5mm drill bit for this and, actually, if you do it just
project from Ixo Collections and it gave me this right you can remove just enough of the rivet for there
idea for this new section to bring you updates to be enough of a ‘snap’ on what's left to hold the base
and tips as I focus on some other projects along plate in place when you put it back. This doesn’t work
the way. all the time though and it won’t work on all models, in

which case, drilling out the rivet stem with a 1.5mm

HCORGI TOYS NO 267 BATMOBILE drill bit and finding suitably sized self-tapping screws
RESTORATION will do the job.There are other methods but you will
A little progress has been made over the last soon find which one you prefer to use.
month. We now have a stripped body and baseplate First up 1s No 32 BP Tanker — once I'd taken it apart,

— 1n fact we have two baseplates. I'll explain...
['ve acquired a second, slightly later version
to strip for parts (donated by Stewart McGeoch

— thank you!). I noticed a difference to the
baseplate, so stripped that too. As you can see
in the photo, the first release (right) differs
from the later version (left) really only at the
bottom (back of the car). Where the original

has just “BATMOBILE”, the casting has been » Three Matchbox Superfasts
modified so that it appears on a raised rectangle, awaiting my attention. The
with “BATMOBILE” in smaller text, next to a Zodiac will be restored with a

new bonnet and resprayed to
the original, hard-to-find Lime
Green. The Marzal will replicate

copyright symbol. On the line below, in even
smaller text, “NATIONAL PERIODICAL

PUBLICATIONS INC” has been added. the original concept car in silver
The next step for this one is to source the with a chrome-effect interior,
necessary replacement parts. I'll bring you news ST S TRHE LU i
o tank body restoring. Depsite
when that happens and the stripped parts have its appearance, the rest of the
been sprayed, and reassembly has begun. truck is in pretty good nick!

—
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A Both Corgi Batmobiles have now been dismantled and
stripped. I've included the later version's baseplate (left)
so we can compare it with the original issue (right).

closer inspection showed that it was really only the
rear body that was in poor shape, bizarrely the main
cab and chassis were in very good condition. Next

1s No 20 Lamborghini Marzal, which was actually

one of the first three released in 1969. One thing that
has always bugged me, despite the fact that Lesney
produced several different colours over the years, 1s that
it never replicated the real car. There was only ever one
Lamborghini Marzal, because it was a concept show
car, painted silver with a slightly space-age chrome-
look interior. An easy thing to rectify apart from the
fact that Lesney always produced the window unit
with an orangey/amber tint. To fully replicate the real
car this obviously needs to be clear to replicate glass.
Thanks to a Facebook conversation with Dean Benton,
a fellow Lesney restorer/customiser, I was made aware
that Steve Flowers' Model Supplies produces these to
special order.

The third of the trio in the 1image 1s one I've been
after for a while as I have the two earlier colourways
of the No 53 Zodiac — transition metallic bluey-green
and metallic minty mid-green, both with skinny wheels
— but the later fat-wheeled version in lime green 1s
surprisingly hard to come by. I picked up a scrapper for
a few pounds but it was tatty and missing its bonnet.

So the models have been stripped down to their
basic components (but leaving the wheels attached to
the baseplate as we are only restoring the bodies here),

using a caustic soda solution to quickly strip the paint
oft. More on these next month.

Last month, I introduced Ixo’s amazing and much-anticipated large-scale
1970 Gulf-Porsche 917KH, made famous by Steve McQueen’s 1971 movie
Le Mans. A monthly partwork release over two years, the model arrives in
component form for home assembly, with four instalments per month.

So far, I have received the first 16 parts and packs 1 to 8 have been put
together for this update. The fit is excellent and, apart from a couple of tight
screws, everything has gone together really easily. Quality and detailing is
excellent — as we always expect from Ixo, to be honest.

Apart from the obvious nose panel and left-hand door, clearly included to
tempt collectors to investigate further (these need to be put to one side for
the time being), there was plenty to keep me busy. First, the left hand light
unit is assembled. The shaped, plastic unit cover is just placed for show in
the photograph as I've left the protective covering on for now. Then the first
wheel and tyre assembly was completed and the steering wheel was attached
to its column. Next up was the gearbox, now complete, and even the engine
block assembly is already underway.

It’s already proving to be a really satisfying build and next month should
see more work on the engine assembly — it’s incredibly detailed! To find out
more, and to order, visit Ixo’s specific partworks website page for this model
at www.ixocollections.com/en/15-porsche-917kh.

TOP TIP-HEADLIGHT JEWELS

If you’re restoring or customising a vintage diecast and don’t want to buy
replacement jewelled headlights (assuming they are in good condition, or
even present!), these can easily be removed without damaging or cracking
the delicate jewels. To loosen glued-in headlight jewels, don’t try to dig them
out, risking damage, just place the bodyshell in a Pyrex dish or stand in a mug
and pour in boiling water to at least cover the necessary area. Leave to stand
- five minutes should do the trick - to soften the glue/paint holding them in.
The jewels can then simply be teased out with a cocktail stick (minimising the
risk of damage further). Dry and put to one side in a safe place.

To replace, once the model has been resprayed, and to prevent the jewel
turning over, use some tweezers with a small blob of tack on the end to hold
it lightly in place. Dab the
back in a tiny amount of glue
and place in the headlight |
recess. Pressing into place
firmly with a slight twisting
action will release the jewel
from the tack and return it to
its rightful place.

» The fiddly jewelled
headlights can easily be put
back in place by using a small
amount of 'tack’' on the end of a
pair of tweezers.
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TV & FILM

Batmobiles

Mike Pigott continues his series on super-heroes with a look at a pair of
weird, unauthorised Batmobiles made in the Far East.

uring a trip to Malaysia, I managed to
find a pair of unusual Batman-related
vehicles to add to my collection of
superhero models. In the colonial
city of Melaka were several small toy
stores that seemed to sell nothing but unlicensed
knock-offs of famous toys, such as Lego and
various brands of diecast cars, most of which

were based on well-known characters. Among the
shelves of one shop, I located a pair of Batman-
themed vehicles. They were packaged in yellow
and black window boxes with mostly Chinese
lettering. While they were generally reasonable
replicas, they were clearly budget priced toys and
were both fitted with pull-back-and-go motors.

No scale was given, but they appear to be
around 1/38-i1sh, a common size for this type of
toy. Neither car was based on a Batmobile from
the movies or comics, and both were just regular
cars with Batman logos printed on them!

A To the Bat-Beetle!

A The Volkswagen with its
opening parts.

» The Lamborghini with its
conventional doors that do
open.

VOLKSWAGEN

Possibly the oddest choice for a Bat-car was this
model of a 1960s-era Volkswagen Beetle. Although it
was probably a copy of another manufacturer’s model,
it 1s actually quite well made. It's accurately shaped,
with separate lenses in the headlights and tail-lights,
and correctly shaped bumpers.

The doors open, revealing a moderately-detailed
interior, and the front luggage hood lifts to show a
spare wheel. However, the rear engine cover does not
open, probably as the friction motor 1s located in that
area.

The base 1s 1n black plastic and incorporates the
running boards. Some negative points would be the
lack of vent windows, and the windscreen wipers
being engraved on the front window.

The car is painted completely black, including
the bumpers and wheels. It 1s decorated with a
strange mish-mash of Batman symbols from difterent
eras. The logo from the 1960s Batman TV show is
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printed on the nose, while a 1980s chest symbol 1s
emblazoned on both doors. On the roof 1s the stylised ~ N N
bat-emblem from the 2005 film Batman Begins. The ~ k.
side trim strips of the Beetle are painted red, echoing

the red coachlining on the 1966 Batmobile. However,
the packaging is emblazoned with Lego block »
studs, and Batman Lego minifigures are pictured on &

the box, indicating that the model was inspired by e

The Lego Batman Mav_ie, although there was no DR TROUROR. 5ATMAN L .
Volkswagen featured in that film. ENTIRME ¢
w NN NN N NN \J N/ NS\ W O

LAMBORGHINI

The second model is a Lamborghini, and makes
a great deal more sense than aVolkswagen. In the
2005 film Batman Begins, Bruce Wayne was shown
driving a Lamborghini Murcielago; quite appropriate,
as ‘murcielago’ 1s Spanish for ‘bat’.
In the second sequel, The Dark Knight Rises

(2012), Bruce had updated his car to the then current iii%[ﬁiﬂni[‘}\%ﬂ

model Lamborghini Reventon. But he did not use a

Lamborghini in his Batman identity, instead using the
military prototype “Tumbler’ vehicle. In some of the

comic books, Batman could be seen driving modified A Both cars boxed - Lego-style | headlights flash alternately, using strong LED lamps
supercars, although a Lamborghini would probably be | forthe Beetle and Hero League | fjtted behind the clear lenses. This is actually quite
too low on the ground to incorporate all the gadgets I bR a good 1dea, as Batman must have had some type of
required for a Batmobile. emergency beacon fitted to warn other motorists
The model 1s not based on Lamborghini's when he was in high pursuit mode.
Murcielago or a Reventon, but on the slightly less- Again the car 1s all black, with a yellow oval bat-
prestigious Gallardo. Again, it appears to be around symbol on the nose, and — rather strangely — the
1/38 scale, but 1s not a bad model. ‘shattered’ bat logo used on the film poster for The
The body is diecast, except for the rear spoiler Dark Knight. It was packed in a yellow and black box
and engine cover, which are in plastic. The base and marked “Hero League”, presumably an unauthorised
well-detailed interior are also both in black plastic. rip-oft of the Justice League, which was pictured on
The wheels are accurate but with slightly crude brake the box.
callipers. The models were very reasonably priced - the
The doors are fitted with wing mirrors, although Volkswagen cost 25 Malaysian Ringgits (£4.75),
again the wipers are moulded into the clear while the Lamborghini was slightly more at 35
windscreen. The doors open and — despite what Ringgits (£,6.50), probably to cover the additional
might be expected — they open conventionally battery-powered features. Other than the logos,
instead of lifting up like beetle wings. This 1s actually there was no English writing on the packaging, with
correct - the Gallardo, being one of the ‘lower-priced’ everything in Chinese characters. Using a translation
Lamborghinis, has standard opening doors, rather app, it appears they were made by a company called
than the ‘scissor’ type doors fitted to top-of-the-line Shantou Junli Industrial Auto Mould Co Ltd, based in
models such as the Reventon. Dongwan Industrial Zone, Shangtou City, China.
[n addition to a pull-back motor, the Lamborghini The Volkswagen was available in a number of
has additional electronic play features. Pressing down other liveries, including Hello Kitty, Minions and
on the front wheels gives a burst of engine noise, Doraemon. Obviously, these models are not going
which 1s a recording of the car starting, then driving, ¥ The Bat-Lambo with its mix to appeal to everybody, but they make an interesting
followed by screeching brakes. At the same time, the of Bat logos. addition to a collection of Batman vehicles.
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VINTAGE AVIATION

A marvellous

pair of Bristols

With Corgi’s superb new tooling, diecast collectors now have two
scales to choose from. Rick Wilson compares the options.

ristol's E2, a two-seat biplane World War

[ fighter and reconnaissance aircraft, was
developed by Frank Barnwell at the Bristol
Aeroplane Company. Initially intended

to be a replacement for the pre-war

R oyal Aircraft Factory B.E.2c reconnaissance aircraft,
Rolls-Royce's new FalconV12 engine gave it the
performance of a two-seat fighter.

By the autumn of 2015, it was clear that the ageing

B.E.2c was very much out of its depth. The original
requirement was for a new aerial reconnaissance and
artillery spotting aircraft. Among other attributes and
performance requirements, emphasis was placed upon
the ability to defend itself in aerial combat.

Several new types were developed by the Royal
Aircraft Factory, Armstrong Whitworth and the Bristol
Aeroplane Company. Only 52 E2A aircraft were
manufactured by Bristol before production began of
the definitive model, the E2B, which first flew on 25
October 1916. Despite a problematic start with the
E2A, the defiitive E2B version proved to be a very
manoeuvrable aircraft that could hold its own against
single-seat fighters. Its robust design ensured that it

remained 1n military service into the 1930s.

Corgi’s newly-tooled, 1/48 scale tooling of the
E2B (No AA28801) arrived in the shops a couple of
months ago, and featured in an extended review in
the August 1ssue of Diecast Collector. Corgi's stunning
new model has been worth the wait, as it 1s packed
with detail and the finish to the colour scheme 1s
first rate, with the paint having a fabulously authentic
matte finish. The graphics are pertectly applied too,
really adding to the overall appeal of this great aircraft.
One worthy of particular mention is the finesse of the
lettering to the rear landing strut markers. Both pilot
and observer figures really add to appeal of the model,
and the tension wire supports to the wings are very
nicely done indeed.

It's quite a size compared to some of Corgi's other
World War I aircraft at this scale, the wingspan making
this model a bit larger than Corgi's usual Great War
aircraft, but the usual, included stand 1s more than
up to its supporting role. A great model with a truly
marvellous back story of when Edward, Prince of
Wales, visiting No.139 Squadron in Italy was taken
on several flights in Bristol E2B Fighter D-8063 by
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A Oxford Diecast's 1/72 scale Bristol F.2B
alongside Corgi's excellent new tooling at 1/48.

A Oxford Diecast AD0O3 -
J7624 of ‘A’ Flight, 2 Squadron
RAF, in 1925.

A Oxford Diecast AD0OO5 -
A7288 of 11 Squadron RFC,
November 1917.

¥V Oxford Diecast AD0OO1
replicates an example of the

F.2B still flying today as part of
The Shuttleworth Collection.

A Corgi's highly-detailed 1/48 scale replica compares very favourably with Oxford's budget
version above, of course, but they both represent excellent value for their respective prices.

¥ Corgi's next release,
A28802, is due towards the end
of this year, or early next. Note
the Charlie Chaplin image on
the port side engine cowling.

celebrated Canadian ace and friend, William Barker.
On one such flight, it was reported that the Prince
was taken close to the front lines, where he fired the
aircraft's Lewis guns on enemy trenches.

Following hot on the heels, due to arrive either
by the end of this year or early next, will be Corgi’s
second release as AA28802. Carrying registration
markings for D8084/S, the model replicates an aircraft
of No 139 Squadron, based atVillaverl in Italy, and
flown by an Australian ace, Captain Sydney Dalrymple,
in August 1918. D-8084 was unusual in that it carried
Charlie Chaplin artwork on the port side engine
cowling — a detail not missed by Corgi, of course.

Both Corgi models can be ordered (or pre-ordered
in the case of AA28802) at www.corgi.co.uk, or
by contacting your usual sales point. Price for both
AA28801 and AA28802 1s £76.99 each, and this
reflects Hornby's recent announcements regarding
price rises for its products across the board, due to the
substantial increase in material and shipping costs it 1s

having to pay (AA28801 was £69.99 when reviewed).

Downsizing a little, to Oxford Diecast’s 1/72 scale
release 1n its ‘budget’ Oxford Aviation range, we
now turn our attention to No AD001, a model that
sells very well at heritage aviation sites and events
throughout the country:. It sells particularly well at
Old Warden, in Bedfordshire, home of the incredible
Shuttleworth Collection.The reason behind this 1s
because that 1s where the aircraft is based that this
model replicates. The real thing can still be seen flying
on occasions — a truly evocative sight.

The eagle-eyed amongst you might have already
spotted an obvious difterence between this and
Corgi’s model, apart from the scale of course. Oxford’s
example features a two-blade propeller — this is not

an error, far from 1it, as it shows particular attention to

the appearance and specification of the real aircraft
as 1t 1s today. Obviously, there 1s less detailing to these
marvellous models than Corg1’s larger sibling, but
Oxford’s replica still represents cracking value.

Oxford has since released two more versions of
the E2B — ADOO3 represents J7624 of “A’ Flight, 2
Squadron RAE in 1925, and ADO005 1s of A7288
of 11 Squadron RFC, November 1917.These
latter two models are still available (ADO0O1 1s now
showing as “Sold Out” on Oxford’s website), priced
at £ 14.95. See www.oxforddiecast.co.uk or
contact your preferred retailer.
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KEITH’S CARS OF DERBY

“FOR LOTS MORE EXCITING MODELS, PLEASE VISIT MY WEBSITE: WWW.KEITHSCARS.CO.UK”
STUNNING NEW KYOSHO 1/18 DIECAST MODELS: 1961 JAGUAR E-TYPE COUPES & 1958 AUSTIN-HEALEY “FROGEYE" SPRITES!!

oy == N
— “

e

OPALESCENT DARK BLUE 199.99 BRITISH RACING GREEN 199.99 OPALESCENT GUNMETAL (SILVER GREY) 199.99 SF- WEL BLU 89.99 OLD ENGLISH WHITE 189.99
|
FREE? B1G STUFF! GREAT 1/18
r DIECAST MODELS

ALL POST FREE!!

e

MCG 1988-1990 FORD SIERRA SAPPHIRE COSWORTH
BLACK 65.99

(HAUSSON ANG FONTAINEBLEAU FRANCE 1956

MCG 1988-1990 FORD SIERRA SAPPHIRE COSWORTH
WHITE 65.99

RENAULT TN4-F (GAS POWERED) PARIS FRANCE 1940

MCG 1988-1990 FORD SIERRA SAPPHIRE COSWORTH
MOONSTONE BLUE 65.99

PANHARD MOVIC LE 24 FRANCE 1948-53

LA

P O

RENAULT R4192 GONTHIER & NOUHAUD
FRANCE 1952

FORD F600 CHIVA ‘EL BARRANQUERO'
COLOMBIA 1990

GENERAL MOTORS NEW-LOOK FISHBOWL TDH-5301
NEW YORK 1965

1XO FORD ESCORT RS COSWORTH WINNER TOUR DE
CORSE RALLY 1993 79.99

FIAT 306-3 CANSA INTERURBANO SALERNO
ITALY 1962

BERLIET PCST0 FRANCE 1960 CHAUSSON APH-47 RATP FRANCE 1947

- EXCELLENT NEW | /43 DIECASTS! ALL POST FREE!!

"

OXFORD DIECAST FORD LOTUS CORTINA MK2

= =W g |
—— e |

IXO ‘TEXACO" FORD SIERRA RS COSWORTH WINNER
24H NURBURGRING 1987 79.99

-

SAVIEM E7 L 'VOYAGES SOTRA" CANADA 1970

. CRAYFORD 26.95 NMEV £ AIDE AN TUE TAVIAAY 1 /19
R ey IX0 1954 GMC 950 COE 35.99 NEW COLOURS ON THE TOYWAY 1 /12

IX0 2010 INTERNATIONAL LONESTAR 39.99 IX0 1994 MERCEDES-BENZ 1838 LS 35.99 IXO 2012 MERCEDES-BENZ ACTROS MP4 1845 35.99 I — e N P e —————— gy
CONTACTKEITH BY EMAIL: SONOFCORNERSHOP@BTINTERNET.COM CHEQUES/POSTAL ORDERS PAYABLETO KEITHBRADLEY - SENDYOURORDERTO:

KEITH'S CARS, 25 ALLESTREE LANE, DERBY DE22 2HQ TEL: 07976 917574




CLASSIC CARS

Fabulous FBsS

John Harrison celebrates the 60th anniversary of the car he learnt to drive
in, with the help of a selection of vintage diecasts.

earning to drive in a car the equivalent of a
Vauxhall Insignia or Ford Mondeo does not
sound particularly easy, but this is what I
had to do. My father was of the generation
that learnt to drive in middle-age and he
had found learning in a dual-control car confusing,

therefore arranged for my older sister and I to learn
with an instructor who taught us to drive in the
family car. The family car was an FB Vauxhall Victor.
Despite any possible problems with a large car, I
managed to pass my test first time. One disadvantage
with learning in this car was it had a three-speed
column change (a four-speed floor change was
available as an optional extra, but my father did
not choose that). The subsequent cars I drove were
R enault 4s and 6s, with push-pull gear changes, so it
was a long time before I got used to what was then
the normal four-speed floor change.

The FB Victor was introduced at the October
1961 Motor Show, so we are now celebrating its 60th
anniversary. My father was a teacher at my school and,
shortly after the car’s introduction, the English teacher
took delivery of an FB and I think this inspired my
father to get one.We got ours in December 1961. At

A Matchbox released a
wonderful miniature of the

FB Victorin 1963 — seen here
with box and model variations.
Photo: Vectis Auctions

The great new VICTOR

Dy Vauxhall

A Period brochure cover
showing Vauxhall’s new model.

A Another brochure cover - this
one is particularly evocative.

this time most little boys were keen car spotters and
getting a new model like this gave me a certain kudos
among friends. The school headmaster subsequently
got one and then the deputy head bought aVX4/90,
the sporty version — I do not think the deputy head’s
objective was to outdo the head.

The FB’s predecessor was the F-Type, subsequently
sometimes referred to as the “FA”, which had very
American styling and was made from 1957 to 1961.
The FB was much more restrained in appearance than
the F-Type. It was produced in three saloon variants -
Standard (which my father’s was), Super and Deluxe.
The estate car version was only available in Super and
Deluxe form. In addition, there was the VX4/90 saloon,
with a sportier 1,595cc twin-carb engine that was
distinguished externally by a difterent grille, a coloured
stripe down the side and difterent rear light clusters.

The Victor’s 1,508cc engine was carried over from
the F-series, with an increase in power output. In
September 1963, the engine capacity was increased to
1,594cc and the model was revamped. The obvious
external changes introduced were a difterent front
grille and revised bootlid with a square, rather than
rectangular, number plate housing. After 328,000
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A Early Matchbox No 38 with red interior and grey wheels, and the early

style box (blue car image). Photo: Vectis Auctions

examples were produced, the FB was replaced by the
FC, also referred to as the 101, 1n 1964.

Having considered the real car, we will look at the
models, starting with period examples before looking
at the more recent collectors’ models. Contemporary
models were generally of the estate version. Though
this article only covers diecast, white metal and resin
models, it should be noted that there were plastic
estate models produced by Lego (1/87), NIFC of
Hong Kong (1/31, approx) and Cliftord Series of
Hong Kong (1/21 approx) plus a 1/16 Frog kit
subsequently marketed by Novo of Russia. There

were, to my knowledge, just two contemporary
models of the FB saloon - one by Clifford Series of
the same scale as the estate and a slightly larger one by
an unknown Hong Kong manufacturer, with a wire
connecting it to a control unit. The most plausible
explanation for the vast majority of models being
estates, as far as I am aware, 1s that the estate provided
the opportunity for added play value with an opening
tailgate. All contemporary models are of the 1961-63
version of the car — generally the earliest versions of
cars are modelled — and this 1s certainly the case with
the FB Victor. We will start with the smaller models
and then go upwards 1n size.

MATCHBOX NO 38 VAUXHALL
VICTOR ESTATE CAR
This model was available from 1963 to 1967 and was
number 38 in the range. On the basis of its length, the
scale 1s 1/69.The model only comes in yellow with
the front grille and lights painted silver, although the
box originally depicted a blue example. The interior

A Dinky Toys No 141 as a special
promotional model for Lightning Fasteners.
Photo: Vectis Auctions

vA uk;:Au
VICTOR
ESTATE CAR

A Matchbox No 38 with green interior and black wheels, and the later box

correctly displaying the model’s colour. Photo: Vectis Auctions

A Diagram explaining the
new Dinky’s features from the
April 1964 issue of Meccano
Magazine.

A Victer Ffor Vauxhall-

A Winner for Dinky Toys {[-}j!; ‘_3.\
A ?
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A Another image from the
April 1964 issue of Meccano
Magazine, showing the lifting
tailgate feature.

“ Dinky Toys No 141 Vauxhall
Victor Estate Car. Photo: Vectis
Auctions

is either green or red and the wheels can be black,

grey or silver. This gives scope for several variations.
Normally these models come with an oversize
steering wheel, but one of my examples does not have
this. [ am not sure if this 1s a variation or just that it
was not put in on the production line. The model 1s
in quite good condition, so I think it unlikely that it
would have had one and it been broken off.

The model has glazed windows, apart from to the
two front doors and the tailgate, the latter to enable
little fingers to open it. The rear door does not open
to prototypical height — if this were a real car, loading
it would be a headbanging process! The other feature
the car has is a tow hook. I would say it is a reasonably
good replica with some fine casting. The model looks
slightly too wide to me, however. I also personally

regret the omission of some form of indication of a
number plate, or handle on the rear door. The result 1s
too big a blank area with ‘something missing’ from it.

DINKY TOYS NO 141 VAUXHALL
VICTOR ESTATE CAR

Here we have another model of the estate in yellow
and, like Matchbox’s, this model was in production
from 1963 to 1967. Its number 1s 141. All the windows
are ‘glazed’, including the rear one.The rear door opens
nevertheless, though not particularly easily as a result.
Unlike the Matchbox model, the door opens to the
prototypical height, but then unprototypically does
not stay up! Whereas the Matchbox version has an
interior with the rear seat up, on the Dinky version, in
a rather incongruous royal blue, it 1s down to increase
the load area — there 1s a good reason for this which
we will come to shortly. The model has independent
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suspension and the “Prestomatic” steering usually found
on Dinkys of this era. April 1963’s Meccano Magazine

described the model quite lyrically in its advertisement.
““The clean line of good design’ just about sums up the
Vauxhall estate car — perhaps the most beautiful car ever
built. Now a precision model of it 1s at your dealers.

Go and admire it today. It 1s fully equipped with Dinky
Toys special features and it has an opening tailgate, too!”

I'he model 1s roughly1/49 scale and captures the car’s

lines well, in my view.

The only variations on the basic model are the
choice of a gloss or matt (on later versions) baseplate.
There are some very rare versions, however, which
needless to say I haven't got as they are very expensive.
A promotional model in maroon was produced
for Lightning Fasteners Ltd, a Birmingham-based
company that made zip-type clothes fasteners. This
has paper labels on the side, reading “Lightning
Fasteners Ltd —Technical Service”, covering the door
shutlines, so they would be rather impractical on a
real car. There 1s some interesting discussion about
this model on the Dinky Toys Collectors’ Association
website. The author, Adrian Nash, suggests that from
the limited number of examples of this model that
have surfaced and the use of paper labels, not transfers
or tampo printing that some pre-production samples
were produced, but the project never reached mass
production. I will leave readers to draw their own
conclusions on this. The other rare versions are South
African ones. These were produced in yellow, the
same colour as the British version, and salmon pink
and oft white. All the rare versions have the same blue
interior as the ordinary version.

DINKY TOYS NO 278 VAUXHALL
AMBULANCE

No 278 1s a reworking of the estate car. It is painted
white with red crosses on the front doors. The main

change 1s a diecast pod with a simulated revolving
blue light on top of it, mounted on the roof. The
other changes are a uniformed driver inside and

the model coming with a plastic “patient’ lying on a
stretcher with red blankets, which can be loaded into

A All six of the 1/76 scale
Oxford Diecast releases so far.

¥ Dinky Toys No 278 Vauxhall
Ambulance, complete with patient on
a stretcher in the rear of the vehicle.
Photo: Vectis Auctions

the back through the opening tailgate. One surmises
that, when the estate model was designed, Meccano
had this variation in mind, so the rear seat was
constructed in the down position to facilitate loading
the stretcher. The model was announced in the July
1964 Meccano Magazine and production continued
until 1970.The magazine advertisement had this
write-up of the model, “You can lay your patient on
the stretcher, put him into the ambulance (tailgate
opens), then speed off to the hospital in this 80 m.p.h.
Victor. * Blue simulated flasher * 4-wheel suspension
* Prestomatic steering * Seats * Steering wheel and
uniformed driver.” Owners of the model would
actually have great difticulty laying the patient onto
the stretcher as he comes firmly attached to it!

There are some variations on this model. Again,
thanks to an article on the Dinky Toys Collectors’
Association website, this time by “Bruce H” for
details of these. There are two different interior
colours, beige and green. It seems strange a difterent
colour was used to that of the standard Dinky estate
as the interiors seem to be i1dentical. Also, there are
two versions of the baseplate, one just inscribed

“VICTOR” (plus “DINKY TOYS — MECCANO
LTD ENGLAND” and patent details), the other
“VAUXHALLVICTOR” (etc). Bruce H suggests
that initially the baseplate from the estate was adapted
— this was inscribed “VICTOR ESTATE” — by
removing the “ESTATE” word and changing the
model number.

Fortunately, Meccano Magazine featured an article
about the model and its prototype, so we know quite
a lot about i1t. Martin Walter was a coachbuilding
company based in Folkestone, dating back to 1773,
which switched to making vehicle bodies after
the demise of the horse and, after World War 11,
concentrated on ambulance and camper conversions
— its marketing name “Dormobile” was once used as
a generic term for camper vans. The FB Estate was
one of its ambulance conversions. [ have seen a photo
of a real Martin Walter FB conversion. It shows two
features that do not appear on the Dinky, a bell on the
front bumper and a spotlight on the roof.
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A Silas Models 1/43 scale VX4/90 in black. Photo: British Heritage Models

Models

A Silas Models 1/43 scale VX4/90 in Moorland Green. Photo: British Heritage

A Pathfinder 1/43 scale FB in pale mauve and dark mauve. Photo: Vectis

Auctions

MODERN COLLECTORS’ MODELS

We now move on to modern collectors’ models. The
options here are varied, covering both 1/43 and 1/76
scales, and in diecast, resin and white metal. Offerings
here come from Pathfinder, Silas and, at the smaller

scale, Oxtord Diecast.

OXFORD DIECAST
Oxford Diecast has so far released six versions of the
FB 1in 1/76 scale, in Gull Grey and red (No 76FB001),
Glade and Alpine Green (76FB002), Rose and lilac
(76FB003), Carnival Red (76FB004), Primrose Yellow
and Alaska White (76FB005), and Cactus Green
(76FB006).

[f you want a cheap, but nice, collectors’ model,
then these are highly recommended. All are still
available at www.oxforddiecast.co.uk.

PATHFINDER
This 1s a 1/43 scale white metal model, No PEM 23,

available in two colour combinations, each produced
in a limited edition of 600 examples - pale mauve
and dark mauve, and white and mustard. The images
shown here are from Vectis Auctions listings within
the last couple of years and clearly show the excellent
attention to detail.

SILAS MODELS

Silas Models make 1/43 resincasts of classic British
cars. It has produced three difterent FB models - 125
models each of the 1962 version of the FB has been
produced in Lilac Haze and Dusk Rose, and Glade
Green and Alpine Green, plus 125 versions of the
1963 model with the different front grille and square
rear number plate have been produced in Persian Blue
and Carnival Red.

Additionally, 100 each of the VX4/90 have been
produced 1n black with Carnival Red stripe, Panama
White with Carnival Red stripe and Moorland Green
with Cactus Green. Again these replicate the 1963
version.

With the VX4/90, there 1s another difterence
between the first two years’ versions and the last year’s
one. The top of the stripe down the side 1s level on
the final version, whereas on the earlier version it has
a kink on the rear door.

Silas 1s the only company to have modelled the
later version of the car. In fact, it 1s the the only
manufacturer that has modelled the VX4/90 in any
incarnation.

All are excellent quality replicas and can be found
at British Heritage Models for just £69.99 each
(www.britishheritagemodels.co.uk).

A Pathfinder 1/43 scale FB in white and mustard. Photo: Vectis Auctions

A Silas Models 1/43 scale FB in
Alpine Green and Glade Green.
Photo: British Heritage Models

A Silas Models 1/43 scale FB
in Carnival Red. Photo: British

Heritage Models

A Silas Models 1/43 scale FB
in Persian Blue. Photo: British
Heritage Models
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Great Fairs to Be At - Great Fairs to Buy At

COVENTRY

SUNDAY 12" SEPTEMBER

10.30am - 3pm
THE CONNEXION, RYTON-ON-DUNSMORE, NR. COVENTRY, CV8 3FL.
The Connexion is just off the A45, with Free Parking for all visitors.
Early Bird Entry from 8am £6.

Adults £3, Seniors £2.50, Children £1

HUNDREDS OF TOYS & MODELS FOR SALE

SANDOWN PARK 5
SATURDAY 18" SEPTEMBER 3- Aqg

10.30am - 3pm

SANDOWN EXHIBITION CENTRE, SANDOWN PARK
RACECOURSE, ESHER, SURREY, KT10 9AJ.

Only 5 miles from junction 10 of the M25. From central London take the A3 to Esher.
Free Parking for 6,000 cars. Nearby Esher Railway Station is just 25 - 30 minutes from
London Waterloo Victoria and Clapham Junction Stations.

Early Bird Entry from 8am £12.
Adults £6.50, Seniors £6, Children £2.

EUROPE’S No.1 TOY COLLECTORS FAIR

BUXTON
SUNDAY 26" SEPTEMBER

10.30am - 3pm

THE OCTAGON HALL, PAVILION GARDENS, ST. JOHNS ROAD, BUXTON,
DERBYSHIRE, SK17 6XN
Early Bird Entry from 8am £6.

Adults £3, Seniors £2.50, Children £1

ENJOY A GREAT DAY OUT IN BEAUTIFUL BUXTON

NEC BIRMINGHAM
SUNDAY 3¢ OCTOBER

10.30am - 3pm

HALL 18, NATIONAL EXHIBITION CENTRE, BIRMINGHAM, B40 1NT.
The NEC is located at junction 6 of the M42. Easy access from M1, M5, M6
and M40. Unlimited FREE Parking for all Toy Fair visitors. Take the train
directly to the NEC (Birmingham International Station is a short walk from

Hall 18)
Early Bird Entry from 8am £14.
Adults £8.50, Seniors £8, Children £2

BRITAIN'S BIGGEST TOY FAIR

DONCASTER RACECOURSE ,
SUNDAY 10" OCTOBER L

10.30am - 3pm

DONCASTER EXHIBITION CENTRE, LEGER WAY, DONCASTER, DN2 6BB.
Easy motorway access from the M1, M18, M62 and A1(M).
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TV & FILM

Mighty Jack

Mike Pigott continues his series on character toys with a look at a rare
model based on an obscure Japanese sci-fi espionage programme.

ighty Jack was a Japanese T'V series,
first shown 1n 1968, involving a top-
secret peacekeeping organization and
its amazing flying submarine. The

programme ran for a single season of 13
one-hour episodes and was created by Ei Tsuburaya.
Mighty Jack 1s an example of fokosatsu drama, a word
that has no direct English translation, but means a live-
action film with special eftects created with models

or actors in monster suits. British equivalents would

be some of the later Gerry Anderson TV programmes
such as UFO and Space:1999. In fact, T'suburaya was

heavily influenced by Anderson, and Mighty Jack has
elements of Thunderbirds, Captain Scarlet and UFO,
together with a touch of James Bond.

The Mighty Jack squad was founded by a
prominent politician, Mr Yabuki, in order to combat
a high-tech terrorist organization known only as
‘Q’. His team 1s composed of 11 elite agents, each
with specialist skills, who are summoned from
their day jobs to the secret headquarters, hidden
behind a bookshop. Accessed by a secret lift and an
underground monorail 1s the subterranean base of
their mobile headquarters, Mighty Jack — a huge
battleship that can fly and travel underwater.

Mighty Jack 1s very similar to Anderson’s UFO, in that
it features real actors, but with the vehicles and special
effects done with models. There are episodes available

A Mighty Jack on its unlikely
dumbbell wheels.

Inset Mighty Jack logo.

A Mighty Jack in its typical
Japanese packaging.

to view on You'Tube, but in Japanese without subtitles,
so 1t’s hard to work out exactly what’s going on.The
show generally starts out with a mysterious crime,
like an assassination or kidnapping, which one of the
team investigates. When the crime 1s linked to the mad
scientists of QQ, and its location 1s discovered, the other
team members are summoned from their regular jobs.
One woman on the squad appears to work as a geisha
oirl. The team climb aboard Mighty Jack, berthed in
an underground dock which 1s then flooded with
water. The ship exits through a huge secret door, before
crashing through the surface and continuing by air.
Mighty Jack was a multi-purpose craft, able to operate
as a battleship, submarine, bomber plane and aircraft
carrier. On board were a fleet of smaller submarines
and aircraft that could be used for fighting or espionage.
Although a well-made programme — despite
the special effects being less professional than
Thunderbirds — Mighty Jack did not prove popular
with the viewing public. Japanese audiences of
the day preferred heroes fighting against aliens,
monsters and giant robots, which were not featured
in espionage-based Mighty Jack, and the series was
cancelled after a single season. The following year the
show was re-formatted as a half-hour programme
called Fight! Mighty Jack, which did feature monsters
and aliens. This sequel ran for 26 episodes, and was
so bizarre and surreal that [ am not certain whether
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Top view of Mighty Jack.

Mighty Jack, complete
with its tiny missiles.

it was intended as a comedy. Like many Japanese
programmes, Mighty Jack had an English-sounding

title, which was locally pronounced as “Mait1 Jakku™.

IMAI ‘GOOD MODEL’

A model of Mighty Jack was built by Japanese
company Imai 1n 1ts ‘Good Model range. Imai was
predominantly a plastic model kit manufacturer, and 1s
best known 1n the UK for construction kits based on
Thunderbirds and Captain Scarlet, which were widely
available in the UK during the 1990s. Imai made a
huge range of licensed kits, including ones based on
Japanese giant robots, plus plenty of normal subjects
such as fighter planes, ships, cars and motorcycles. Imai
went bankrupt in 2002 and much of its tooling was
acquired by rival Aoshima.

During the 1970s, there was a boom 1n licensed
diecast models in Japan, led by Popy, which produced
a large range of model robots that were billed as
being made from ‘super alloy’, like the robots on TV.
A huge number of toy manufacturers got in on the
act and introduced diecast lines based on characters
and vehicles from TV shows and comic books.
Some of the leading companies like Popy and Eidai
Grip were able to acquire the rights to the most
popular properties, such as Ultraman, Mazinger Z
and Gatchaman, as well as very popular international
programmes such as Thunderbirds, Captain Scarlet and

A The real Mighty Jack.

UFO. Other companies were late on the scene, or
could not afford the top franchises, and had to make
do with second- or third-rate properties. Or, in the
case of Shinsei, it made up its own characters and
passed them oft as licensed properties!

Imai introduced a range of small diecast models

based on some of the less-popular franchises. The
series was rather immodestly titled “Good Model’!
This small range included five sub-series, each based
on a different TV show or manga comic book. One
of these was a single model of Mighty Jack, which
was around five years out of date when this model
was produced in 1974.

IMAI MIGHTY JACK

The Good Model version of Mighty Jack was very
typical of smaller sized Japanese diecast of the era.
Generally, the shape was very accurate, but was
somewhat marred by play features and incorrect
colour schemes. The real Mighty Jack was shaped like a

modern submarine, with a pointed, aircraft-style nose,

delta wings with weapons pods on the ends, and a tail
fin. A large bridge and conning tower structure was
mounted 1n the centre of the fuselage.

The model was quite heavy and consisted of three
main diecast parts - upper fuselage, lower fuselage
and the wings, which slotted in-between them.The
bridge area was in chrome plastic, as was the tail and
the exhaust jet, which had a red plastic ring around it.
The nose was also red plastic. The model was painted
metallic steel blue, instead of the correct grey with
yellow stripes. There were triangular metallic stickers
affixed to the top of each wing, in silver with red
borders. However, the most glaring issue was the
fact that the model was fitted with oversized diecast
dumbbell-style wheels...something that a flying
battleship would definitely never need!

Although not immediately obvious, this Mighty Jack
had an action feature — firing missiles. The chrome
plated bridge area was hinged at the rear, and lifted up
to reveal a spring loaded slot underneath. Included in
the box were two tiny red mussiles that could be loaded
into the slot. There was no trigger - the missiles were
pushed into the slot and the bridge pushed back down,
and the mussiles fired when the bridge was lifted again.
The firing mechanism was very crude and the little

projectiles were no doubt easily lost.

PACKAGING
Imai Good Models were packaged 1n a typical style

used by other manufacturers, such as Eidai Grip and
Shinsei. They were mounted on a colourful card

base and held in place with an elastic tie. This was
mounted on a card sub-base which incorporated

a header card with a backdrop. A clear vac-formed
cover was put on top and taped in place. The Mighty
Jack box was very attractive. It had a base with an
ocean scene and secret island, while the backdrop had
a colour llustration of the craft. The reverse of this
had a schematic diagram of Mighty Jack.

Imai diecasts are very rare, given that they are over
40 years old, and not generally distributed outside of
Japan. While most readers have probably never heard of
Mighty Jack, this model exudes character and makes a
oreat addition to any character toy collection.
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FROM THE EDITOR’S COLLECTION

Correcting
Solido's 956

Never lost for things to talk about, Rick Wilson

TBD207 1/18 Porsche 956 L 24h Le Mans 1982 Winner Ickx/Bell

Rothmans

A

shares another selection from his collection. T “emmese waes
omething slightly different this A My updated version of 24 Hours. Firstly, the decals supplied separately
month, and this could have even Solido’s 1/18 scale 1982 Le (to circumnavigate today’s tobacco-sponsorship
featured as part of Workbench (pages PRI W IR ROt IR restrictions) were from the wrong year, being
_ , modified wheel trims and _
44 & 45). But as the finished result is correct sponsor decals applied. correct for the works cars that raced in 1983
now displayed alongside other Solido | [ o o0 yolia decals (Rothmans changed the font for its logo to be
Porsches in our dining room, I felt it needed a full | (pought on ebay) above, with used for sponsorship, etc.). The second problem, in
two pages and didn’t want to push out the other the supplied ‘1983’ set below. my eyes, was that the brake-cooling wheel trims
projects in hand. stuck out way too far and would have created real
Cast your mind back to the April 1ssue and drag had the cars actually raced like this.
the lead model review. I declared it to be “so Aftermarket decals are fairly easy to come
near, but yet so far”, as this was a release that by (ebay or Patto’s Place) and the wheel trims
had been much-anticipated by me. Two mistakes would just require a little judicious trimming
were immediately evident to my trained eye, and grinding. I duly sourced some suitable decals,
having been at the race with my father where although oftering these up to the model showed
the modelled car had won — the 1982 Le Mans up another production flaw — the blue area ahead
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A Front wheel trim removed -
it’s the central, raised bit that
needs to be got rid of.

A The perfect tool for the job.

¥ The finished Rothmans car
joins Solido’s subsequent pair
of 956s — all are now on display
together at home.

of the windscreen doesn’t taper sufficiently, as
it should line up with the edge of the ‘squashed
olobe’ decal. This was something that would
require a full strip and respray (not happening!),
so I'm just going to have to live with this. One
final criticism, and it’s another one that I can’t do
anything about without totally stripping back the
model, 1s that the front nose section 1s too squared
on. The white section at the very tip of the nose,
between the headlights and brake duct intakes
(dark blue), should be slightly more rounded.
Now we move onto the bits that I was prepared
to attempt. Before I applied the new decals, I
decided to remove the wheels trims and correct
them, so that handling would be minimal once

A Fitted into my handy drill, the
job was quickly completed.

A The hugely protruding front wheel trims as they are
supplied fitted to the model.

A Hey presto! The modified trim sits so much more like it
does on the real car.

the new graphics were 1n place. This was a fairly
easy process, using a standard thin-bladed ‘flat’
screwdriver. Some gentle teasing persuaded the
trims to release from the grip of the glue holding
them and, as I'd hoped, it would simply be a case
of grinding back the inner flange on all four.

Using a pair of thin-nosed hobby pliers, I broke
away the inner flange, section by section. This
left a rough ring at the base, and a simple search
at my local hardware store located a suitable drill
accessory, in the shape of a Dremel bit. This would
fit just inside the outer rim and quickly ground
the remains of the inner flange nice and flat. A
trial fit to the wheel proved a success, so a little
bit of glue was used on each of them to hold back
in place.

Then came the decals. It’s always best to
double-check with images freely available online,
to check on placement, but for historic racing
cars, be sure to find original period images.
There are countless examples of restored cars that
haven’t been done "quite right’ — this can range
from slightly misplaced, or even incorrectly-sized
sponsor graphics all the way up to the absolute
howler that I have seen on many a restored car
racing around the world, and that’s the use of the
wrong font for sponsor graphics. I think the worst
['ve seen was on a gorgeous Lancia Martin1 LC2,
where the “MARTINI" was so wrong that I tried
to locate the owner in the paddock to tell him!
Why spend several million dollars buying and
restoring a racing car with real race pedigree and
then not bother to pay someone a few dollars to
properly research and reproduce the graphics? It
was a bit easier for me on this one, as the decals

were just 12 €, delivered from Italy. Bargain.
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COLLECTING BY NUMBERS

Superfast
1969-1982

Rick Wilson charts the evolution of the Matchbox Superfast range

during the Lesney years, from 1969 to 1982.

umber 15 can be covered by just

two castings, but both have a fair
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