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# editor’s letter

A fter a short interruption, we’re back—bringing you the 
latest from the world of die-cast collecting.

In today’s challenging print landscape, we’ve made the move 
to a digital format. But the content you expect from Die Cast 
X hasn’t changed. You’ll still find the same product features, 
collector-focused stories, and coverage of new releases—now 
available instantly on your phone, tablet, or computer. Going 
digital allows us to deliver content faster, include more im-
ages, and share more of what’s out there. No waiting for an 
issue to arrive, and no limits on how much we can show.

Thanks for sticking with us. We’re looking forward to continu-
ing to cover the models, brands, and stories that make this 
hobby what it is.

This issue brings together a range of releases and perspec-
tives, from highly detailed replicas to pieces that are simply 
fun to collect and display. Leading the way is our cover 
feature on Jada’s Small Blocks series. With its stylized pro-
portions and mix of scales, the line stands out as something 
different—cars that don’t take themselves too seriously while 
still tapping into familiar favorites from the Fast & Furious 
franchise.

We also take a look at Automodello’s 1969 Iso Grifo Series I, a 
model that reflects a strong focus on accuracy and detail. On 

the Formula 1 side, Bburago’s 1:24 McLaren MCL38 captures a 
key moment from the 2024 Miami Grand Prix, marking Lando 
Norris’s first win with a display piece that ties directly to that 
event.

For those who enjoy variety, Majorette’s Ride Now series 
and the Hot Wheels XL El Segundo Coupé offer a different 
approach. These are models built with play and accessibility 
in mind, whether it’s exaggerated styling, larger scale, or 
features that invite interaction rather than careful handling.

We also check out themed releases like the Fast & Furious 
Nano Scene “Han’s Garage” set, which combines die-cast 
vehicles and a display environment into a compact package 
that works well on a shelf or desk.

Beyond individual models, this issue also steps into the 
broader collector experience with a feature on shopping for 
die-cast in Tokyo. From dedicated collector shops to depart-
ment stores and toy chains, the range of products available 
shows just how deep and global the hobby has become.

Whether you’re focused on accuracy, display, or just picking 
up something that looks good to you, this issue covers multi-
ple sides of the hobby—and that’s what keeps it interesting.

– The Die Cast X Editorial Team





BY DCX STAFF

# new releases

02GREEN-
LIGHT 1972 

CONDOR II RV 
GreenLight’s 1972 Condor II 
RV from National Lampoon’s 
Christmas Vacation captures 
the spirit of classic road trips 
with retro charm. Featuring au-
thentic striping, realistic detail-
ing, and period-correct propor-
tions, this compact motorhome 
brings vintage camping vibes 
to your display, making it a fun 
and nostalgic addition to any 
die-cast collection. 

Scale: 1:64
P/N: 30551
MSRP: $15.99
URL: 3000toys.com

01THE BROOKLIN 
COLLECTION 

1939 GRAHAM 
COMBINATION 
COUPE
This 1:43-scale 1939 Graham Combina-
tion Coupe by The Brooklin Collection 
is a finely crafted white-metal replica 
finished in an elegant beige tone. 
Showcasing period-correct styling, in-
tricate trim, and precise proportions, 
this hand-assembled model captures 
the distinctive character of pre-war 
American design, making it a stand-
out addition to any serious collection.

Scale: 1:43
P/N: K2-6-1-BRK38
MSRP: $69.95
URL: awesomediecast.com

02

04

01
03

04JOHNNY 
LIGHTNING 

1970 FORD RAN-
CHERO SQUIRE
This 1:64-scale 1970 Ford Ranchero by 
Johnny Lightning, o� ered as an Auto 
World Store exclusive, brings classic 
car-truck styling to life in collectible 
form. Featuring authentic detailing, 
period-correct trim, and a finely 
finished exterior, this limited release 
captures the unique blend of muscle 
and utility that defined the iconic 
Ranchero.

Scale: 1:64
P/N: SCM201
MSRP: $19.99
URL: autoworldstore.com

03GOLDVARG 
COLLEC-

TION 1962 LIN-
COLN CONTI-
NENTAL (ROYAL 
RED)
The Goldvarg Collection 1962 
Lincoln Continental in Royal Red 
showcases the elegance of a 
true American luxury icon. With 
crisp body lines, finely detailed 
trim, and a rich, glossy finish, this 
precision-crafted model captures 
the timeless sophistication and 
presence that made the Conti-
nental a standout of early 1960s 
design.

Scale: 1:43
P/N: GV-GC088B
MSRP: $104.95
URL: diecastdirect.com

http://awesomediecast.com
http://3000toys.com
http://diecastdirect.com
http://autoworldstore.com




# readers rides

DANIEL
METCALF
Location: Gilbert, Arizona 
Brand: First Gear
Series: Release #22 (green)
Model: 1949 International 
Harvester Metro Delivery Van
Scale: 1:24
From the Owner: “This 1949 
International Harvester Metro 
Delivery Van was purchased 
at the Brass Armadillo Antique 
Mall in Goodyear, Arizona, in 
April 2025. It is now part of my 
collection—the Metcalf Model 
Vehicles Collection!”

Welcome to the latest installment of Show & Tell! We 
welcome our readers to share their favorite vehicles 
from their personal collections with us so that we 

can help show them off to fellow Die Cast X readers. Let’s 
see what our readers have to Show & Tell!

Die Cast X loves to see our readers’ rare and customized 
die-cast rides. If you have a rare collectible or custom die-
cast that you’d like to “show and tell” in a future issue of 
DCX, submit your ride at: www.diecastxmagazine.com/dcx-
readers-collection.

COMPILED BY DCX STAFF
IMAGES PROVIDED BY THE OWNERS

http://www.diecastxmagazine.com/dcxreaders-collection
http://www.diecastxmagazine.com/dcxreaders-collection


AAQIB
AHMED
Location: Bangalore, Karnataka, 
India 
Brand: Poprace
Model: 1991 Mazda 787B
Scale: 1:64
From the Owner: “A legend of Le 
Mans, now captured in miniature. 
The iconic Mazda 787B #55, winner 
of the 1991 24 Hours of Le Mans, sits 
patiently in the garage in this beau-
tifully detailed 1:64-scale model by 
Pop Race. Wearing its unmistakable 
Renown orange and green livery, the 
car represents the only rotary-pow-
ered machine ever to conquer Le 
Mans. The fine proportions, crisp 
decals, and race-ready stance bring 
the spirit of endurance racing to 
life—even as it’s carefully loaded 
onto the recovery truck after its stint 
on the track.”

JIMMY
AIKIN
Location:
Pensacola, Florida
Brand: Tomica
Series: Dream Tomica
Model: No. 161 Nissin
Cup Noodle W Tab
Scale: 1:64
From the Owner: “Cup Noodles 
is one of my favorite go-to 
snacks and when I saw this 
die-cast, I had to have it. It’s 
hilarious and a great display 
piece parked in between all the 
racecars in my collection.”



JADA’S SMALL BLOCKS 
SERIES RE-IMAGINES FAST
& FURIOUS FAVORITES WITH 
A STANCE-READY TWIST
TEXT & IMAGES BY JERRY TSAI
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SPECS                               
BRAND
JADA SMALL BLOCKS

SCALES
1:28, 1:43

P/N
54134, 24126

URL
JADATOYS.COM

13

http://JADATOYS.COM


Instead of chasing strict realism, 
this line leans into a stylized, 
cartoony look that still keeps 
each car recognizable. The result 
is something that feels just as 
much like a collectible as it does 
a toy you’ll want to pick up and 
mess with.

This first wave ties into the 25th 
anniversary of The Fast and the 
Furious, and Jada chose three of 

the franchise’s most recogniz-
able cars to kick things off. In 
1:28 scale, you get Brian O’Con-
ner’s Toyota Supra, Dominic 
Toretto’s Dodge Charger R/T, and 
Brian’s Nissan Skyline GT-R. The 
proportions are exaggerated, 
with chunky bodies, oversized 
wheels, and a stance that 
already hints at customization 
right out of the box.

Step up to the more compact 
1:43-scale line, and the selection 
grows. Alongside the Supra, 
Charger, and Skyline, Jada adds 

Brian’s Mitsubishi Eclipse, Han’s 
Mazda RX-7, and the Racer’s 
Edge Ford F-150 SVT Lightning 
delivery truck. It’s a well-round-
ed mix that covers multiple eras 
of the franchise while keeping 
a consistent design language 
across the board.

What really makes Small Blocks 
stand out is the adjustable cam-
ber feature. It’s a simple idea, 
but it adds a layer of interac-
tion that most die-cast models 
don’t offer. You can dial in a 
mild street look or push things 

Both scales of Small Blocks ve-
hicles feature adjustable wheel 
camber. No tools required—just 
apply pressure to the wheels 
to dial in your stance.

The larger 1:28-scale Small Blocks are satis-
fying to play with and look great on display.

14
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When The Fast and the Furious hit theaters in 
2001, it helped push import tuning and street 

racing into the mainstream. Cars like the 
Toyota Supra and Mitsubishi Eclipse became 

icons overnight, influencing everything from 
aftermarket parts trends to car meets across 

the country. That impact carried over into 
die-cast collecting, where Fast & Furious 

replicas remain some of the most popular 
models today. Twenty-five years later, the 

franchise continues to shape both car culture 
and the collectibles built around it.

further into exaggerated-stance ter-
ritory depending on your preference. 
It’s a small touch that makes these 
models feel more personal and, 
frankly, more fun.

The finishes are bright and clean, 
with graphics that translate well 
to the stylized proportions. These 
aren’t meant to replace traditional 
scale models on your shelf—they’re 
intended to complement them. 
Whether you’re a longtime Fast & 

Furious fan or just looking for some-
thing different to break up a display 
case, Small Blocks hits that middle 
ground between collectible and play 
piece.

If this first release is any indica-
tion, there’s plenty of room for Jada 
to expand the lineup. And with a 
franchise as deep as Fast & Furious, 
there’s no shortage of cars that 
would fit right into this format.

25 YEARS OF
FAST & FURIOUS

The 1:43-scale Small Block 
collection includes many 

favorite vehicles from the Fast 
& Furious movie franchise.

16





Jada’s Nano Scene lineup 
continues to push forward 
into display-ready sets, 

and the Fast & Furious “Han’s 
Garage” scene is a solid exam-
ple of how much character can 
be packed into a compact foot-
print. Centered around Han’s 
laid-back, detail-filled work-
space from the Fast & Furious 
franchise, this set includes two 
nano-scale vehicles along with 
a stylized backdrop that re-
creates the garage environ-
ment fans have come to love.

The included nano-sized Mit-
subishi Lancer Evolution 
IX and Nissan Silvia S15 are 
instantly recognizable, giving 
the set two fan-favorite builds 
that tie directly into Han’s 
garage scene.

The appeal here isn’t just the 
cars—it’s the full scene. The 
included garage structure adds 
context, turning what would 

otherwise be a pair of small 
die-cast pieces into a cohesive 
display. Shelving, tools, and 
environmental graphics help 
sell the setting, giving collec-
tors something that feels more 
like a diorama than a simple 
pack-in.

The nano-scale vehicles them-
selves are basic in construc-
tion, as expected at this size, 
but they carry the recognizable 
shapes and liveries tied to 
Han’s on-screen rides. They’re 
clearly designed to comple-
ment the scene rather than 
stand alone.

For collectors who enjoy the 
cinematic side of die-cast, 
this set works well as a shelf 
piece. It’s affordable, easy to 
display, and captures a specific 
moment and vibe from the 
franchise without requiring a 
large footprint.

BRAND
JADA TOYS NANO 
SCENE

SERIES
FAST & FURIOUS 
HAN’S GARAGE

P/N
36403

URL
JADATOYS.COM

SPECS                

IT’S NOT
ABOUT
THE CAR

TEXT & IMAGES BY JERRY TSAI

JADA’S NANO SCENE 
BRINGS HAN’S GARAGE 
TO LIFE WITH TWO 
NANO-SCALE RIDES 
& A DISPLAY-READY 
BACKDROP

Two Nano-scale rides—Lancer 
Evolution IX and Silvia

S15—complete this replica of 
Han’s laid-back workshop.

http://JADATOYS.COM




BBURAGO’S 1:24-SCALE MCLAREN 
MCL38 CELEBRATES LANDO NORRIS’S 
FIRST-PLACE FINISH AT THE 2024
MIAMI GRAND PRIX
TEXT & IMAGES BY JERRY TSAI



BRAND
BBURAGO RACE

MODELS
MCLAREN MCL38 
MIAMI GRAND PRIX 
2024

SCALE
1:24

P/N
18-28040

URL
BBURAGO.COM

SPECS                

http://BBURAGO.COM


B burago’s McLaren MCL38 
Miami GP 2024 release taps 
into a moment Formula 1 

fans will remember for a long 
time. This model re-creates
Lando Norris’s No. 4 McLaren 
from the 2024 Miami Grand Prix, 
the race where he scored his 
first Formula 1 victory. On that 
alone, it has more built-in appeal 
than a standard season livery 
release. The connection to a 
breakthrough win gives it a little 
more meaning on the shelf. 

The model itself is a 1:24-scale 
die-cast with plastic parts, and 
Bburago presents it as an offi-
cially licensed collectible with 
authentic Miami GP livery. That 
is really the main draw here. 

McLaren’s darker, special-event 
look already stood apart from 
the team’s usual papaya color 
scheme, and in scale form it 
gives the car a different per-
sonality from the regular 2024 
MCL38 releases. It feels a bit 
more event-specific, which is ex-
actly what many collectors want 
from modern Formula 1 replicas. 

One of the better touches is the 
included standing Lando Nor-
ris figure. Extras like this help 
a model feel more complete, 
especially for collectors who like 
compact display scenes without 
stepping up to a much larger 
scale or a full resin presentation 
piece. 

Here, the MCL38 wears its 
authentic Miami GP livery, 
making it identical to the 
car Lando Norris piloted to 
his first F1 victory.

This Bburago release comes with a 
Lando Norris driver figure, making 
it perfect for collectors looking to 
re-create the excitement of the 
Miami race.





The figure gives the set a little 
more presence and makes this 
release feel less like just another 
F1 car in a blister or window box. 
The car is also described as dis-
play-ready straight from the box, 
which suits collectors who want 
something simple and clean to put 
straight into a case.

As with many Bburago Formula 1 
pieces, this one looks aimed at the 
sweet spot between affordability 

and recognizable detail. It may not 
chase the ultra-premium crowd, 
but that’s not really the point. 

This is the kind of model that 
works well for collectors who 
enjoy marking important current 
F1 moments without spending 
top-shelf money on every release. 
For McLaren fans, Norris fans, or 
anyone building a collection around 
first wins and milestone races, this 
is an easy one to understand.

The McLaren MCL38 was McLaren’s 2024 For-
mula 1 challenger, and was driven by Lando 
Norris and Oscar Piastri. Norris gave the car 
its first win at the Miami Grand Prix on May 
5, 2024, which was also his first Formula 
1 victory. By season’s end, the MCL38 had 
become one of the standout cars on the grid. 

ABOUT THE 
ACTUAL CAR

By the end of the 2024 
season, the No. 4 car had 
become one of the standout 
entries on the grid.





TEXT & IMAGES BY JERRY TSAI

AUTOMODELLO ONE24 
1969 ISO GRIFO SERIES I





Automodello’s Iso Grifo Series I has been a long time 
coming. First proposed in 2018 by Iso Grifo expert 
Darren Frank, the project has gone through years 

of development before finally reaching production. The 
result is a model aimed squarely at collectors who value 
accuracy and limited production runs.

Frank, an Iso Grifo owner himself, worked directly with 
Automodello throughout the process. His involvement 
shows in the final product, which focuses on getting the 

proportions, stance, and small details right rather than 
relying on overdone features.

The real Iso Grifo is known for blending Italian styling with 
American V8 power. Developed under Renzo Rivolta, the 
car combined design work by Giorgetto Giugiaro at Ber-
tone with engineering input from Giotto Bizzarrini. Power 
came from Chevrolet Corvette-sourced engines, giving the 
Grifo strong performance to match its clean, low-slung 
shape.



SPECS                
BRAND 
AUTOMODELLO

MODEL
1969 ISO GRIFO SERIES I

SERIES
ONE24

SCALE
1:24

P/N
24I011

MSRP
$249.99 (IN VERDE 
AINTREE METALLIZZATO; 
PRICE VARIES FOR OTHER 
EDITIONS)

URL
AUTOMODELLO.COM

Automodello’s replica captures that look well. The 
body is finished in Verde Aintree Metallizzato, with 
crisp trim details and properly scaled wheels. The 
interior is fully detailed, with attention paid to layout 
and materials. Like other releases in the ONE24 series, 
the model comes mounted on a display plinth, ready 
for the shelf.

Each example includes a hand-signed Certificate of 
Authenticity from Darren Frank, tying the model back 
to the enthusiast who helped guide its development. 
That kind of connection adds some extra appeal for 
collectors who follow specific marques.

Production numbers are tight. The Standard Edition is 
limited to 99 pieces per color, offered in Rosso Chiaro 
and Verde Aintree Metallizzato. The Encomium Edition 
drops to 49 pieces in Arancio and Argento Auteuil 
Metallizzato. At the very top, a Nero version is limited 
to just six examples.

With those numbers, this release leans heavily toward 
the serious collector market. Between the limited 
production, subject matter, and direct involvement 
from a marque expert, Automodello’s Iso Grifo stands 
out as a focused, well-executed addition to any 1:24 
collection.

ABOUT THE 
REAL CAR

http://AUTOMODELLO.COM


BUILT TO BEBUILT TO BE

Jada’s Pink Slips line usually leans hard into 
modified street machines, and this 1:24-scale 
2023 Corvette C8 Liberty Walk fits that theme 

perfectly. Finished in candy metallic red, it takes 
the already-sharp shape of Chevrolet’s mid-en-
gine Corvette and pushes it in a more dramatic 
direction with Liberty Walk-inspired aero and 
stance. The result is a model that looks less like a 
stock sports car and more like something built for 

JADA’S PINK SLIPS LIBERTY 
WALK C8 BRINGS SHOW CAR 
STYLE TO 1:24 SCALE

TEXT BY JAMES YORK
IMAGES BY JERRY TSAI

The candy metallic red paint really 
sells this model: bright enough to 
grab your attention, but dark enough 
to set off the body’s contours.



BRAND
JADA PINK SLIPS

MODEL
2023 CHEVROLET 
CORVETTE LIBERTY 
WALK

SCALE
1:24

P/N 
36019

URL
JADATOYS.COM

SPECS                

a show display, a social media reel, or a late-night 
cruise spot.

What makes this release work is that the C8 al-
ready has the right proportions to carry a wide-
body treatment without looking forced. The low 
nose, cab-forward profile, and short rear deck all 
give Liberty Walk’s visual style a solid foundation. 
On this Jada replica, the widened look, deeper 

body add-ons, and large rear wing give the car 
a more planted and aggressive presence than a 
standard Stingray. It is exaggerated, but that’s also 
the point.

The metallic red finish helps sell the model. It’s 
bright enough to catch attention immediately, but 
still dark enough to show off the contours on the 
body. That matters on a casting like this, where 

http://JADATOYS.COM


the fenders, side treatment, and 
rear surfaces all play a big role 
in the overall look. It is the kind 
of finish that looks good in the 
package and continues to hold 
up once it’s out on a shelf.

As with many Jada 1:24 releases, 
this one is aimed more at 
collectors who enjoy presence 
and style than those chasing 
total scale accuracy. That’s not 
a knock against it. Jada has 
long been good at producing 
models that feel substantial in-
hand and visually satisfying in 

a display. This Corvette follows 
that formula well. It is bold, 
easy to appreciate, and instantly 
readable from across the room.

For collectors who like modern 
Corvettes, tuner culture, or 
Liberty Walk builds in general, 
this Pink Slips C8 has a lot going 
for it. It is a strong shelf piece 
with a custom look that suits 
the real car surprisingly well. 
Sometimes a die-cast does 
not need to be subtle to be 
effective. This is one of those 
times. 

Along with faithfully replicating 
the Liberty Walk body treatments, 
this model features an opening 
boot, decklid, and doors, so you 
can inspect all the hidden details.

The 1:1 C8 Corvette Stingray marked a major shift 
for Chevrolet by moving the platform to a mid-engine 
layout. In Stingray form, Chevrolet rates it at up to 495 
horsepower with the available performance exhaust. 
Liberty Walk later gave the C8 its own Silhouette Works 
treatment, adding a widebody kit, revised bumpers, 
diffusers, and a large rear wing.

ABOUT THE
REAL CAR

“THE LOW NOSE, 
CAB-FORWARD 
PROFILE, AND 
SHORT REAR 
DECK ALL 

GIVE LIBERTY 
WALK’S VISUAL 
STYLE A SOLID 
FOUNDATION.”
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Majorette’s Ride Now series sits 
in an interesting spot in the 1:64 
world. Yes, these are die-cast 

models with metal bodies, but this line 
feels aimed much more at play than at 
serious collecting. The assortment cov-
ers 18 different vehicles in the range, 
each measuring about three inches 
long, with a die-cast body, plastic base, 
and free-rolling wheels. Majorette also 
leans hard into variety, mixing road 
cars, utility trucks, emergency vehicles, 
and even an aircraft in one line. 

TEXT BY JERRY TSAI
IMAGES BY JAMES YORK

BRAND
MAJORETTE

SERIES
RIDE NOW SERIES

SCALE
 1:64

URL
JADATOYS.COM / 
MAJORETTE.COM

SPECS                

The Ride Now 
collection spans a 
wide array of ve-

hicles—from sports 
cars and muscle 

cars to commercial 
vehicles and air-

craft. We can’t wait 
to see what they’ll 

add next.

MAJORETTE’S RIDE NOW SERIES IS BUILT FOR FUN
ALL FOR PLAY

While there are 18 vehicles in the entire 
series, we’ll focus on just six of them 
here. The Toyota Yaris and BMW M3 
Touring bring in modern passenger-car 
flavor, while the Chevrolet C10 adds an 
easy classic-truck presence. The Iveco 
EuroCargo gives the lineup a work-truck 
angle, the Dodge Charger supplies 
some familiar American muscle, and 
the Airbus H130 pushes the series be-
yond ordinary street traffic. That kind of 
spread makes it feel less like a focused 
collector series and more like a toybox 
fleet built for action.

http://JADATOYS.COM
http://MAJORETTE.COM


CMC GmbH & Co. KG Classic Model Cars 
Stuttgarter Strasse 106 · D 70736 Fellbach
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Scale 1/18

CMC Ferrari 250 LM
The revolution in racing car 
construction at Ferrari

M-261, M-262, M-263, 
M-264, M-265, M-266, 
M-267, M-268, M-278 
CMC Ferrari 250LM. 
Nine versions, nine characters.

mailto:info@cmc-modelcars.de
http://www.cmc-modelcars.de


And that is really the point here. Ride Now is 
about mixing vehicles into a city scene, construc-
tion setup, rescue scenario, or improvised race 
course. The line is also sold by selectable model 
rather than blind assortment, so buyers can pick 
the exact vehicles they want instead of hunting 
through random packaging. That can be ideal for 
parents, kids, and even casual hobbyists who just 
want a specific casting without the usual chase.

These models are 100% collector selectable, so you can get 
exactly the ones you need to complete your set.

With 18 vehicles in the Ride Now lineup, there’s plenty to 
choose from, but the BMW M3 Touring and Dodge Charger 
stand out as a couple of our favorites.







Shopping for die-cast in Tokyo is 
an experience that can quickly 
turn from casual browsing into a 

full-on hunt. The city’s retail land-
scape blends new releases, rare finds, 
and long-discontinued models into a 
collector’s environment that feels hard 
to match anywhere else. Whether 
you’re after modern castings or vintage 
pieces, Tokyo delivers in both variety 
and volume.

What stands out immediately is the 
sheer selection. Walk into almost any 
hobby shop or department store and 
you’ll find shelves filled with brands 
from all across the world. Japanese 
staples like Tomica, Ebbro, and Kyosho 
are well-represented, often with ex-
clusive releases you won’t easily find 
outside Japan. At the same time, inter-
national names such as Hot Wheels, 
Matchbox, and Minichamps line the 
shelves alongside them, creating a 
truly global mix in one place.

TEXT & IMAGES BY JERRY TSAI

EXPLORING TOKYO’S PACKED DIE-CAST 
SHELVES & COLLECTOR HOTSPOTS



A highlight of our visit was a stop in Shinbashi at Spark, 
a shop well-known in collector circles. The store focuses 
heavily on premium and motorsport models, with de-
tailed replicas that appeal to serious enthusiasts. 

Directly across the street sits the Tamiya Plamodel Facto-
ry, which adds another layer to the experience. Between 
the two, it’s easy to lose track of time as you pore over 

display cases and scan stacked shelves. This part of the 
city alone feels like a destination for die-cast fans.

Beyond specialty shops, the broader retail scene is just 
as impressive. An official Tomica store offered a deep 
lineup of current models and exclusive items, while de-
partment stores carried well-curated selections that mix 
toys with collectible-grade pieces. Even a stop at Toys “R” 

On these pages: 
Located in the heart of 
Tokyo, Tamiya Plamodel 
Factory is packed with 
model-kits, RC cars, and 
die-cast collectibles.

Bottom right: Tamiya 
Plamodel Factory even 
has a rotating collection 
of 1:1-scale vehicles on 
display. When we visit-
ed, the store displayed a 
Honda RA273 from the 
1966 and 1967 Formula 
1 race seasons.



Us revealed aisles packed with die-cast options, 
reinforcing how accessible the hobby is across 
different types of retailers.

Then there’s the secondary market, which is 
where Tokyo really separates itself from the 
rest of the world. Reseller shops throughout the 
city stock everything from loose vintage cars to 
mint-in-box rarities. It’s not unusual to find older 
releases sitting next to newer ones, giving col-
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JOHNNY LIGHTNING 
MERCEDES-AMG GT3





SPECS                
BRAND 
JOHNNY LIGHTING

MODEL
MERCEDES-AMG GT3 
(BLACK)

SCALE
1:24

P/N
JL24020

MSRP
$26.99

URL
AUTOWORLDSTORE.COM

The deep front splitter and prominent rear wing and 
diffuser complete a silhouette that is all business.

“IT’S SIMPLE, 
GOOD-LOOKING, 
AND CAPTURES 
THE ESSENCE 
OF THE REAL 
CAR…”

J ohnny Lightning’s 1:24-scale Mer-
cedes-AMG GT3 in black brings a 
modern endurance racer into a 

format that’s easy to appreciate on the 
shelf. Rather than leaning on bright race 
liveries, this release takes a cleaner ap-
proach, letting the GT3 platform’s shape 
and proportions do most of the work.

Finished in an all-black livery, the model 
leans into a stealthy, understated look 
that highlights the shape of the car 
rather than relying on busy graphics. The 
long hood, wide stance, and aggressive 
aero package are all well-represented. 
Up front, the Panamericana-style grille 
and deep front splitter give the model 
a proper race-ready presence, while the 

rear wing and diffuser complete the GT3 
silhouette in a way that looks right—even 
at a glance.

In hand, the model’s 1:24 scale strikes 
a nice balance. It’s large enough to ap-
preciate details like the sculpted vents, 
race-style wheels, and low-profile tires, 
but still compact enough for shelf or desk 
display. Johnny Lightning keeps things 
straightforward here—this isn’t a fully 
opening, highly detailed premium piece—
but the proportions and overall finish 
carry the model. The gloss-black paint is 
evenly applied, and the trim details are 
clean, which goes a long way on a mono-
chromatic car like this.

http://AUTOWORLDSTORE.COM


The model’s 1:24 scale makes it large enough to appreciate the nicely finished
details like sculpted vents, racing wheels, and low-profile tires.

Collectors who typically focus on 
classic American subjects may find 
this an interesting departure, while 
European performance fans will 
appreciate seeing a modern GT3 
platform represented in an accessi-
ble format. It also works well as a 
standalone display piece thanks to 
its clean, no-nonsense presentation.

For those building out a mixed dis-
play of racecars or modern perfor-
mance machines, this AMG GT3 fits 
right in. It’s simple, good-looking, 
and captures the essence of the real 
car without overcomplicating things.

THE REAL CAR
The Mercedes-AMG GT3 is a customer 
racing car built to FIA GT3 regulations and 
based on the road-going AMG GT. Powered 
by a naturally aspirated 6.3-liter V8, it’s 
designed for durability and balance over 
long races, competing in series like IMSA 
and GT World Challenge.
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Over 50 Brands, Over 3,000 models in stock. All the top lines of Die Cast Models, Displays, and Accessories. We Ship Worldwide • We accept PayPal! 

166 Spruce Street • Rutland, VT 05701 • www.replicarz.com
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                  One Stop Shopping!

R18046 . . . $249.99 * resin cast sealed body
1988 PC17, Indianapolis 500, Al Unser Sr.

R18007 . . . $299.99 *resin cast , detailed engine

1970 PJ Colt, Winner Indianapolis 500, 
Al Unser Sr.

R18029 . . . $249.99 *resin cast sealed body
1968 Rislone Eagle, Winner Indianapolis 500, 
Bobby Unser

REPLICARZ 1:18 EXCLUSIVES REPLICARZ 1:18 EXCLUSIVES 
R18008 . . $299.99  *resin cast , detailed engine

1971 PJ Colt, Winner Indianapolis 500, 
Al Unser Sr.

The difference is in the details!
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The model’s 1:24 scale makes it large enough to appreciate the nicely finished
details like sculpted vents, racing wheels, and low-profile tires.

Collectors who typically focus on 
classic American subjects may find 
this an interesting departure, while 
European performance fans will 
appreciate seeing a modern GT3 
platform represented in an accessi-
ble format. It also works well as a 
standalone display piece thanks to 
its clean, no-nonsense presentation.

For those building out a mixed dis-
play of racecars or modern perfor-
mance machines, this AMG GT3 fits 
right in. It’s simple, good-looking, 
and captures the essence of the real 
car without overcomplicating things.

THE REAL CAR
The Mercedes-AMG GT3 is a customer 
racing car built to FIA GT3 regulations and 
based on the road-going AMG GT. Powered 
by a naturally aspirated 6.3-liter V8, it’s 
designed for durability and balance over 
long races, competing in series like IMSA 
and GT World Challenge.





SPECS                
BRAND
HOT WHEELS XL

MODEL
EL SEGUNDO COUPÉ

SCALE
1:43

URL
HOTWHEELS.COM

http://HOTWHEELS.COM


Not only is the Hot Wheels XL car bigger, but the packaging is as well.

The tampo on the El Segudo Coupé 
lends the car the look of a European 
rally racer from the 1960s.

H ot Wheels collectors are used to seeing the 
brand work in 1:64 scale, so the new XL 
line stands out right away. Hot Wheels XL is 

a 1:43-scale series that essentially takes famil-
iar mainline castings and enlarges them while 
carrying over their general look, deco treatment, 
and wheel style. That alone makes the line worth 
a closer look, especially for collectors who have 
long wondered what some of Hot Wheels’ modern 
fantasy castings might feel like in a larger format. 

One of the most interesting early entries is the El 
Segundo Coupé. The casting itself began life as a 
Hot Wheels original design by Sonny Fisher and 
was first produced in 2023. Fellow Hot Wheels 
nerds may recognize this retro-futuristic coupe as 
the wheeled version of the Coupe Clip, carrying 
over an identical tampo and a very similar overall 
appearance. That connection is part of what 
makes this release fun. For Hot Wheels fans who 
recognized the Coupe Clip right away, the XL El 
Segundo Coupé morphs it into a substantial piece 
you can actually park on a shelf.

What works especially well here is the design 
itself. The El Segundo Coupé has the proportions 
of a small European-inspired sports coupe, with 



hints of 1960s club racing style mixed 
in with the exaggerated stance that 
makes it unmistakably Hot Wheels. 

In 1:64 scale that character already 
comes through, but the XL version 
gives the design more presence. It is 
easier to appreciate the shape of the 
roofline, the curve of the fenders, and 
the graphic treatment that ties it back 
to the smaller release. The larger size 
also makes it more satisfying to han-
dle. It feels less like a tiny collectible 
that you have to be careful with and 
more like something you can pick up, 
examine, and even roll across the 
desk without overthinking it.

That may be the strongest argument 
for Hot Wheels XL. It is not trying 
to replace mainlines, premiums, or 
higher-end collector pieces. Instead, it 
offers a different kind of enjoyment. 
The El Segundo Coupé shows exact-
ly why that works. It has the same 
playful design energy as the standard 
casting, but the larger 1:43 format 
makes it more noticeable in a display 
and more fun in the hand. If this is 
the direction Hot Wheels wants to 
take with XL, we would be glad to see 
the line grow.

To get an idea of the XL’s large scale, here’s a standard Hot Wheels Mainline parked next to it.




