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NEWS

■ AUCTION REVIEW

I
nterest in old toys 

in the Antipodes 

continues unabated. 

At the last Trains, 

Planes and Automobiles 

auction, a Corgi 503 

Chipperfi elds Circus 

Giraffe Transporter with 

two giraffes found a new 

home, despite a few small 

scratches and stains. In a 

very good box with packing 

insert, it achieved $110.

Dinky Toys did well too: a 

trade box of six Tyre Racks 

with Tyres might not have 

been the most exciting 

multiple, but billed as 

excellent in a very good box, 

it was fi nally knocked down 

for $500. The Dinky Hall's 

Distemper Advertisement 

set, containing two fi gures 

carrying an advertising 

banner, bore a few chips 

to the paintwork on the 

fi gures, and a little wear to 

the banner. Boxed, it settled 

on $480.

On to trains: a Robilt 

(Australia) O gauge 

clockwork Goods Set with 

N
ever one to 

pass up on a 

choice Star 

Wars fi gurine, 

Vectis had the pleasure of 

handling a Princess Leia 

Bespin example recently. 

Mint, within a near mint 

bubble and attached to 

a good unpunched 30B 

back card, this particular 

Palitoy offering carried 

a reserve of £2,000-3,000. 

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION, 
HAVE IT YOUR WAY!

SAVE OVER 16%

Toys from 
Down Under

A Star choice

This Princess Leia example 

with half a portrait trebled 

expectations, selling for £9,000.

Why so interesting? 

Well, here was 

an example of 

transitional imagery 

on the card, with 

only half the 

princess in view. 

The image was 

quickly revised 

after the initial 

release, leaving only a 

few of the semi-portrait 

cards in circulation. ■

a VR 0-4-0 Locomotive and 

Tender (No. 52) in black 

came with a four wheel 

Tank Wagon "Supershell", 

a four wheel Open Wagon 

and an oval of track. The 

key was present and the 

set had been tested and 

was working. Although the 

locomotive had had some 

replacement screws the set 

was contested to $410.

Finally, a pair of HO 

gauge New South Wales 

NHFH bogie Hopper 

Wagons, complete with 

loads, came under the 

hammer. Complete with 

Kadee couplings in very 

good to excellent condition, 

they realised a creditable 

$130. ■

Animal magic: Chipperfields 

Circus is still highly regarded 

(and collected!)
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and four spoke wheels. 

The smaller Juniors car 

was fi tted with the later 

grey bumpers. In this 

instance, the fashionable 

pair sold for £50.

A Corgi UNCLE 

Thrushbuster car made 

it to £50, despite being 

playworn and having 

no Waverly ring within 

its box; and a James 

Bond Toyota 2000GT 

convertible (did you 

know that the real car 

was only available with a 

roof?), with Bond, female 

acquaintance and the all-

important missiles, was 

NEWS

■ AUCTION REVIEW

More

new releases

reviewed at

ccofgb.co.uk
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A
large number 

of slot cars 

went through 

the British 

Toy Auctions December 

sale but the main focus 

was arguably on the 

television and cinematic 

tie-in toys that were up 

for grabs.

That famous lollipop-

sucking, bald detective 

from the 1970s appeared 

with the Corgi 290 Buick 

sedan. Kojak was in 

action poise (with hat!) 

while the car was mint 

in a good box with the 

baddie fi gure and the self 

adhesive Police badge 

still inside. This 1979 

iteration raised £65.

Another US imported 

television series, that 

of Starksy & Hutch, was 

represented by a Corgi 

Duo Pack, reference 1376. 

This was a late version 

containing the modifi ed 

larger car with blacked 

out windows, twin aerials 

CORGI TRIUMPH TR6
Price: £32.99 Scale: 1/43 Release: out now

The third colour release from Corgi’s 

wonderful new TR6 tooling and it’s another 

superb replica, with splendid finish throughout 

and fabulous wheels

›› www.corgi.co.uk

■ AUCTION REVIEW

P
lenty of trains 

delighted the 

punters (or 

should that be 

shunters?) at the Wallis 

& Wallis December 

auction. Aside from the 

grouped lots of rolling 

stock and locos were 

some lovely larger 

gauge items. These 

included a Hornby 

Series O gauge three-

rail No.E1E Engine 

Shed, fi tted for electric 

lighting on a green 

base (£130) and a 

companion O gauge 

tinplate No.E2E three-

rail, two-track Engine 

Shed. This was in good 

condition with some 

surface wear, and 

it made £95. A huge 

£340 was required to 

secure the Hornby 

O gauge electric L18 

No.4 Southern Railway 

Schools Class 4-4-

0 tender locomotive 

for three-rail use: it 

looked magnifi cent, 

needless to say. A 

Hornby Princess 

Elizabeth also turned 

The best 
of British

Right on 
track

Schuco car came with a 

working radio: German toy 

making was always streets 

ahead of the competition.

up, boxed: this sold 

for £750. There were 

plenty of Ace Trains 

too, with an O gauge 

Southern Railway EMU 

Full Third passenger 

coach in lined green 

livery realising £120; 

whilst £130 was bid 

on the Metropolitan 

Railway EMU driving 

car in brown livery. As 

for Ace locomotives, 

£190 won the O gauge 

Southern Railway 

4-4-4T (ESG/1), 604, 

in lined green livery 

for three-rail use; and 

£140 took home the 

Southern Railway 4-4-

4T (ESB/1), 492, in 

lined black livery.

And for something 

completely different, 

how about a modern O 

gauge tinplate Corgi 

Bassett Lowke LMS 

Princess Royal Class 

4-6-2 and tender? Watch 

these, for the Wallis & 

Wallis example sold for 

£300. ■

A superb Hornby Railways 

Class locomotive that went 

to a new home (shed?)

OXFORD DIECAST LEYLAND ROYAL TIGER - 

MEXBOROUGH & SWINTON 
Price: £18.95 Scale: 1/76 Release: out now

Superbly decorated in the bright leaf green and 

cream of the Mexborough & Swinton Traction Co. 

Ltd., Oxford’s latest version of its Tiger is stunning.

›› www.oxforddiecast.co.uk

bid to £150, although the 

white car showed some 

signs of having been 

enjoyed.

All the way from 

Germany, the Schuco 

4012 clockwork Radio 

Car with key was an 

unusual lot at the event. 

Finished in burgundy 

but lacking its box, the 

car was nonetheless 

in very good condition 

overall and both of its 

clockwork mechanisms 

were working. At £40 it 

was a bargain.

Finally, it was a 

good day for light 

refreshments: a Corgi 

Walls Ice Cream Van 

(the Thames version) 

was complete with seller 

and customer and was 

taken to £100 whilst a 

much scarcer Tonibell 

(Bedford) variant, this 

time from Spot-on, was 

contested to £140. ■

This glorious 

slot racing set 

was one of the 

more interesting 

lots amongst 

the track racing 

memorabilia. Love 

that box art!
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›› 
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R
y e d a l e 

Auctioneers 

d o e s n ’ t 

s p e c i a l i s e 

in toys – but that said, 

it had an interesting 

selection available 

in its December sale, 

tucked away amongst 

the Chanel advertising 

memorabilia, stamps, 

coins, weapons and 

obsolete fi rearms. 

Sometimes it pays to 

take a look at non-

NEWS

■ AUCTION REVIEW

■ AUCTION REVIEW

manufacturer, they sold 

for just £35; while an 

assortment of German 

Third Reich medals was 

knocked down for £260.

The two star lots were 

actually equine, and not 

diecast: the Stevenson 

Brothers Golden Jubilee 

Special Edition rocking 

horse from 2002 was a 

dappled grey version 

and came with a framed 

photograph of the 

www.facebook.com/Collectors 

ClubOfGreatBritain/

www.youtube.com/

CollectorsClubofGB

www.twitter.com/CollectorClubGB

www.instagram.com/ccofgb

www.ccofgb.co.uk

DID YOU KNOW WE ARE MORE 

THAN JUST A MAGAZINE?

Bargains at Ryedale sale

specialist sales...

A Penguin Naval 

Pinnace model clockwork 

powered model boat was 

a steal at £22 for one 

lucky bidder- and it had 

its box. A quantity of 

German pre-war tinplate 

O gauge wagons and 

tinplate buffers, seven 

items in all, was picked 

up for £45 whilst a boxed 

wooden Tri-ang fort was 

knocked down for £12. 

What was unusual was 

that the box accompanied 

the model – quite a rarity, 

all these years on.

For railway devotees 

(those of the real thing) 

there was much to tempt: 

how about a bridge plate 

embossed with M.S.J. 

G
r e e n s l a d e 

Taylor Hunt’s 

last collector’s 

sale covered a 

wide variety of offerings, 

ranging from toys through 

coins and medals to 

edged weapons, WW2 

memorabilia, postcards 

and stamps to automobilia: 

truly, there was something 

for everyone.

World War 2 certainly 

struck a chord with some 

bidders, for 324 issues of 

the Commando comic (a 

publication that seems to 

have run for decades!) 

was fought over to fi nish 

on £180. A British pair of 

Kershaw Bino prism No 

2 Mk 111 x 6 binoculars 

were dated 1944 and came 

with a webbing fi eld case 

dated 1943: a well-known 

Stevenson Brothers 

presenting the Queen with 

such a rocking horse. This 

example was passed by 

the Queen to the present 

vendor in recognition of 

the seller rescuing horses 

subsequently stabled on 

the Royal estate in Norfolk 

and sold for £4,500. 

Fractionally more found 

a new stable for the 1999 

Stevenson rocker, which 

was fi nished in unpainted 

natural wood.

Aside from several 

guitars and amps 

the auction included 

advertising signs (a bid 

of £40 won the Harp 

Lager light box example 

with a Wills’s Gold Flake 

cigarette tinplate sign 

fetching £130). A Tri-ang 

Stores Toy Shop Fitting, 

of wood construction and 

painted pale blue, with a 

quantity of miniature toy 

Memorable memorabilia

CONRAD LIEBHERR L 566 XPOWER  
Price: 99.60€ Scale: 1/50 Release: out now

Shovel and arm height adjustable, rear 

carriage with motor insert, numerous 

accessories fitted, with many 

prototypical detail prints.

›› www.conrad-modelle.de

SCHUCO MERCEDES UNIMOG 401 
Price: £14.99 Scale: 1/18 Release: out now

The latest edition of Schuco’s well-

engineered and detailed Unimog 

now sports red paintwork. It has a 

detachable canopy.

›› www.ayrey.co.uk

and sample packaging, of 

mixed age, achieved £65.

Two Pelham Puppets 

made £110: the closing bid 

was doubtlessly helped 

by the fact that one was 

the sought-after Steve 

Zodiac, with the other an 

example of the Tyrolean 

Girl. A Lindstrom Skeeter 

Bug, essentially a sort 

of tinplate dodgem car 

emanating from the US, 

dating from the 1930s and 

with a clockwork motor, 

attracted interest before 

settling on £130. ■

Shipshape and ready for the village pond.

and A.R. no. 119 for 

£38; or the genuine 

British Rail guards 

bag, complete with 

fl ags and a hand lamp? 

One assumes that this 

was redundant stock... 

anyhow, it was bid to 

£28. And for these 

dark nights, what 

better than the Adlake 

signal lamp bearing an 

L.M.S. script? In lovely 

condition, it was sold 

for £32. ■

A 2 inch steam G.W.R. Castle Class 4-6-0 loco and tender didn’t hang around, and was snapped up for 

£200; Automobilia continues to attract the punters and this BP Motor Spirit sign sold well at £240

›› www.ayrey.co.uk
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››››  FORGOTTEN DIECAST
Remembering models 
produced by Kemlow, Jolly 
Roger and others

›››› MINIX MANIA 
Looking for an aff ordable 
collecting theme? We try 
Tri-ang Minix for size

››››  GUIDES & EVENTS
Your one-stop shop for all the 

essential info you need!
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Coming upComing up
■ HOBBY NEWS

Strategy at Coventry 

City of Culture Trust, 

said: “It’s been fantastic 

to work with Hornby to 

design a car that signifi es 

the city that moves. 

“Coventry’s year as 

UK City of Culture will 

be one to remember 

and I hope that whether 

you’re a keen Scalextric 

collector, or someone 

who wants to own a piece 

of Coventry history, you 

can get your hands on 

one of these limited-

edition pieces before 

they sell out.” 

The limited-edition 

Coventry 2021 TWR 

Jaguar XJ-S Touring 

Scalextric can be pre-

ordered now.  ■ 

A 
Jaguar XJ-S 

t o u r i n g 

car that 

qualifi ed for 

pole position in the 

1982 24-hour Spa-

F r a n c o r c h a m p s 

European Touring 

Car Championship 

(ETCC) race – and won 

the 1984 edition – has 

been reimagined as a 

1/32 scale Scalextric 

car emblazoned with 

Coventry City of Culture 

2021 livery and will soon 

be available for keen 

collectors to buy.

It is the fi rst time that 

this model, made famous 

by Tom Walkinshaw 

Racing (TWR) for its 

appearances at the 

famous Belgian circuit, 

has been memorialised 

in the form of a 

Scalextric car in an 

extremely limited run of 

just 1,000 models.

It features a carefully 

arranged skin design 

to refl ect Coventry City 

of Culture Trust’s core 

message: Coventry Moves.

A bird’s eye view of the 

car, originally a 5.3 litre 

V12 manufactured from 

1975 until 1996, reveals 

the letters, C, O and V, with 

arrows on the wings and 

doors to mirror the city’s 

forward momentum and 

the Coventry 2021 brand.

It also includes 

references to Coventry’s 

Two-Tone culture and its 

transport heritage, with 

black and white tiles on the 

side and a spoked wheel 

emblem fi guring as the O 

in “Cov”. The number plate 

also reads COV 2021. 

Laura McMillan, 

Director of Audience 

WIKING

CLAAS AXION 960TT FIELD TRACTOR 
Price: 94.90€ Scale: 1/32 Release: out now

Wiking has updated the decals and added 

weathering to the Axion 960TT tractor it released in 

2020. It’s available from Claas only.

›› collection.claas.com

CORGI VOLKSWAGEN CAMPERVAN TYPE 2 BAY 

WINDOW ‘RAT LOOK’  
Price: £32.99 Scale: 1/43 Release: out now

The second casting from Corgi’s newly-tooled Type 2 

gets the ‘rat look’ treatment and it really works. 

›› www.corgi.co.uk

■ Following a long-tradition the 

Maidenhead Static Model Club again 

produced a new model for its members 

for Christmas 2021. The chosen model 

was an Austin Seven Mini based on the 

Spot-On the model. It is finished in blue 

with a white roof, glazing and a white 

interior.

Like everyone this has been a difficult 

and unusual year but the club rallied. 

Despite the challenges they managed 

to continue with committee meetings and small gatherings. Both the annual fish and chip 

supper plus the Christmas dinner proved popular with members.

Coventry's own 
collectable car
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T
his was the year that 

Fidel Castro came 

to power as Prime 

Minister in Cuba, the 

fellow of iconic poster 

fame:  he of the beard, forage 

cap and enormous (Cuban, of 

course) cigars. The US didn’t 

take too kindly to this coup and 

a trade embargo was instigated.

Not too far away from Cuba is 

Hawaii (...err only 6 time zones 

- Ed) and during this period the 

much-visited paradise became 

the fiftieth state of the US, with 

William F Quinn elected as the 

state’s first governor.

Both the US and the Soviet 

Union were exploring space 

during the 12 month period 

under review, although it was 

early days for both superpowers. 

The Soviet Union’s Luna 1 

spacecraft exited the Earth’s 

Alwyn Brice invites Gazette readers to pin down the year.

What was

orbit in January, with Pioneer 

4 becoming the first American 

spacecraft to achieve the same 

result in March. Animals were 

beginning to travel through the 

black unknown too, for in May, 

two monkeys became the first 

simians to survive a space flight. 

Able, a rhesus monkey, and 

Baker, a squirrel monkey, were 

launched into space from Cape 

Canaveral by the United States 

Army on a Jupiter AM-18 rocket. 

They both returned safely.

But perhaps the most 

significant space event was that 

which occurred on September 

14 when the Soviet Luna 2 

spacecraft crash landed on the 

moon, making it the first man-

made object to reach the planet’s 

surface. 

Once again the forces of nature 

were at play: typhoon Vera ravaged 

IN-DEPTH
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the year?
the Japanese island of Honshu, 

where winds of over 160 mph were 

recorded, leaving nearly 5,000 

people dead. Meanwhile in Taiwan, 

severe flooding contributed to 

2,000 deaths.

On the home front there was 

cause for celebration, though, 

as a full size hovercraft, the SR-

N1, designed by Sir Christopher 

Cockerell, was tested for the 

first time in June - cross Channel 

options were opening up! On 

terra firma, the very first section 

of the famous M1 motorway 

was opened, an engineering 

feat that would link London 

with Birmingham. The same 

year the ground-breaking Mini 

was announced by BMC: it was 

yours for just £500. In terms of 

politics, it was also the year that 

the UK granted independence to 

Cyprus.

Commercial successes 

included Xerox, which launched 

the first copier while Boeing’s 

new 707 took to the skies, 

snipping an amazing eight hours 

off the transatlantic hop. 

Films of the year included the 

gag-a-minute Carry on Teacher 

and the biblical Ben Hur; and 

the hit parade featured Cliff 

Richard with Living Doll and 

Neil Sedaka’s Oh! Carol.

As for toys, it was the year 

of Etch A Sketch, variously 

attributed to Arthur Grandjean 

and French electrician André 

Cassagnes. And a young lady 

by the name of Barbie made 

her appearance in the toyshops 

in the company of the rather 

less elegant Betsy Wetsy with, 

you guessed it, working bodily 

functions...

So – what was the year? CG

A
n

sw
e
r:

 1
9

5
9

BELOW

Barbie marked a huge step away 

from paper cut-out clothes and two-

dimensional card dolls for girls.

ABOVE

Dinky was equipping small boys to tackle the 

nearest fire during this year.

LEFT

Pokexx

LEFT

Old-established 

Meccano brought 

out this colourful 

pamphlet.

RIGHT

It was the birth of that 

ingenious yet frustrating 

doodling game.
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❯❯ RAILWAY COLLECTABLES

Y
ou know how when 

you're young, 

you sort of have 

a wide angle 

vision, continually 

searching for new opportunities, 

experiences and interaction with 

your peers? As you get older your 

goals become more focused; buy 

a car; repair it; MOT it; insure it; 

repair it. Need I go on? 

We call this ‘admin’. The funny 

thing about admin is, it never 

stops. Even my retired 74 year 

old mother seems to be busy all 

the time. Why? You’d think by 

then everything would be neat 

and organised. But I’m noticing 

that retired people are even 

busier than they were when they 

were working. “Sorry I can’t 

do Thursday, I’m changing my 

electricity supplier”.

Well if you think you’ve got 

admin, imagine running a heavy 

rail transport network. Ok, so 

you’ve got the infrastructure in 

place, trains running, timetables, 

tickets all taken care of, clerks, 

managers, freight moving 

about, the right wagons for the 

maintenance work…

“Whoa let me stop you there. I 

asked you for one of those short 

wagons with stanchions on one 

side. You sent a long one with 

stanchions on both sides and that’s 

not going to fly.” 

“Of course it won’t, wagons 

don’t fly”.

“Don’t get smart with me son, I 

mean it’s not going to work for the 

complex job I need it for.”

Anyway, all this was dealt 

with ages ago by an unknown 

administrator, who had a 

brainwave. He knew that 

engineers' wagons were many 

and varied, often adapted from 

life-expired freight wagons or 

passenger coaches. He knew that 

the railways had much in common 

with the military, lots of blokes 

dealing with large, dangerous 

and complicated machinery. What 

would the military do? Give them 

code names of course. It could 

have been plants. It could have 

been birds. In the final event it 

was fish. Which is how engineers' 

wagons came to be named after 

members of AC/DC (drummer Phil 

Rudd) and the Scottish National 

Party (Nicola Sturgeon and Alex 

Salmon).

DEPARTMENTAL VEHICLES

The result is a list of over 90 

fishy wagon types, from Barbel 

to Winkle. These are known as 

‘departmental’ vehicles, used 

by the various maintenance 

departments for transporting men 

and materials about the system 

to keep the railway running, with 

regular checks of track, signalling 

and telecommunications 

equipment, repairing and 

replacing as necessary. 

The permanent way 

department, responsible for track 

maintenance, would require low 

sided opens and hopper wagons for 

ballast and spoil (used ballast), and 

From Mermaids

ABOVE

Hornby ZGV Clam wagon. Departmental DB973110.

ABOVE

Hornby R6894 ZBA 'Rudd’ Departmental Wagon.

ABOVE

Hornby ZCV Tope.

to Dolphins

long flat wagons for carrying rails. 

Ballast and spoil wagons would 

outnumber all other departmental 

types in use. Following the 

Beeching changes and Barbara 

Castle's Transport Act there 

were large numbers of redundant 

open wagons transferred to the 

engineers, notably drop-side three 

plank wagons. 

The GWR had standardised 

on steel construction for ballast 

vehicles but the other pre-

grouping companies favoured 

wooden bodies vehicles and 

further examples of these wooden 

designs were built by British 

Railways. 

The LMS used very similar 

wagons for both sleepers and 

ballast, these had a longer than 

Rail companies have always recycled freight 

wagons to assist with infrastructure maintenance. 

Here Mark Nolan casts a beady eye over the 

models representing this niche interest.
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•  Barbel

•  Bass

•  Bream

•  Brill

•  Carp

•  Catfish

•  Chubb

•  Clam

•  Coalfish

•  Cockle

•  Cod

•  Conga

•  Crab

•  Crayfish

•  Dace 

•  Dogfish

•  Dolphin

•  Doorand 

•  Eel

•  Egrel

•  Falcon

•  Gannet

•  Gane 

•  Goldfish

•  Grampas

•  Gudgeon

•  Gunnell 

•  Haddock

•  Hake

•  Halibut

•  Heron

•  Herring

•  Lamprey

•  Limpet

•  Ling 

•  Loriot

•  Mackerel

•  Manta

•  Marlin

•  Mer-Dog

•  Mermaid

•  Minnow

•  Mullet

•  Mussel

•  Octopus

•  Osprey

•  Otter

•  Oyster

•  Parr 

•  Penguin

•  Perch

•  Pike

•  Pilchard

•  Piranha

•  Plaice

•  Pollock

•  Porpoise

•  Prawn

•  Red snapper

•  Roach

•  Rudd

•  Salmon

•  Sea Urchin

•  Seacow 

•  Seahare

•  Seahorse

•  Seal

•  Sealion

•  Shark

•  Shrimp

•  Skate

•  Sole

•  Squid

•  Starfish

•  Stickleback

•  Stingray

•  Sturgeon

•  Tadpole

•  Tench

•  Tope

•  Trout

•  Tunney

•  Turbot

•  Walrus

•  Whale

•  Whelk

•  Whiting

•  Winkle

•  Zander

  Barbel   Cod   Falcon   Heron

BR ‘FISHKIND’ WAGON NAMES

perspective, Bachmann, Dapol, 

Heljan and Hornby offer an 

impressive line-up of rolling stock 

ranging from ballast hoppers to 

bogie bolsters and spoil wagons 

to ballast ploughs. There are 

also a few prototypes that are 

only offered as kits, including a 

good selection through Cambrian 

Models such as 40 ton Walrus 

and 50 ton Whale bogie ballast 

hoppers, Sturgeon bogie rail/

sleeper wagons, YSA Salmon 

bogie fl at wagons and ZEV Catfi sh 

ballast hoppers. 

The Clam, Rudd and Tope 

wagons were all rebuilds of HTV 

coal hoppers for use by the civil 

engineers. The Clam and Rudd 

conversions both involved the 

fi tting of a new box body, the 

Rudds having dropside doors and 

air brakes. The Tope was a simpler 

job, merely having the original 

hopper body cut down in height and 

a solid fl oor fi tted. The programme 

started in 1984 and involved over 

2000 wagons, the vast majority of 

which appeared in grey and yellow 

livery. The vacuum braked Clam 

and Tope fl eets were fairly rapidly 

withdrawn in the early 2000s, but 

the Rudds lasted longer, with over 

200 still in use at the start of 2008.

BRILL, SEACOW AND 

TURBOT

Over 1000 Brill bogie bolster 

wagons were refurbished by BR 

in the 1970s with new bogies and 

air brakes. A large proportion 

remain in service today, many 

having undergone modifi cation for 

specifi c duties.

Although built over an extended 

period, the basis of the Seacow 

type was actually a design by 

the London and South Western 

Railway fi rst introduced in 1903. 

Apart from the bogies there were 

only very minor changes between 

the oldest and the newest builds, 

a testament to the soundness 

of the original design. Most of 

the examples built in the 1970s 

and 1980s remain in service 

today, working alongside newer 

autoballasters and a growing 

number of box wagons.

The Turbot wagons were 

converted from BR bogie bolster 

E wagons between 1982 and 1988. 

Three drop-doors were added to 

each side of the wagon with fi xed 

and substantially braced ends. 

'Wings' were soon added to the 

ends, helping to reduce the length 

of the gap between two wagons 

when a train was being loaded 

with waste ballast from a ballast 

cleaner on a parallel track.

The Turbots proved quite 

versatile, being used for moving 

new ballast to storage locations, 

taking old ballast for disposal and 

for moving large boulders for 

use as coastal sea defense. The 

type was generally withdrawn in 

2002, but many have joined the 

engineering fl eets of heritage 

railways, light-rail systems and 

London Underground.

LIMPET, DOGFISH AND 

GRAMPUS

In N gauge the Parkside Dundas 

kit range includes a BR standard 

ballast wagon, the Grampus, 

which bears a strong family 

resemblance to the designs used 

by the GWR. They also offer an 

SR sleeper wagon, introduced 

in 1928 and still in service in the 

late 1980s, and the LNER/BR pipe 

wagon (a design dating from the 

1930s and retained into the 1990s 

for departmental use). Dapol have 

also released a dogfi sh four wheel 

ballast hopper.

The departmental stock in 

the post 1967 period has been 

increasingly purpose-built, the old 

mess vans (often converted goods 

vans fi tted with windows and a 

set of steps for workers on site) 

were withdrawn in the 1970s when 

British Rail introduced yellow road 

vans for permanent way and signal 

and telegraph department staff. 

If you’ve managed to make it 

this far you’ll have noticed the lack 

of fi sh puns. Whilst not wishing 

to carp on about departmental 

wagons, the railways would be 

fl oundering without them. You 

could say they serve an essential 

porpoise! With that I think I’ll clam 

up and skate off. Just to say that 

all these exotic fi shkind wagons 

are gradually being superseded 

by specialist track laying and 

tamping machines, so fi shkind 

wagons are already merging into 

railway history. CG

ABOVE

Dapol BR engineers Turbot bogie open ballast wagon in EWS maroon livery 

No.DB978363.

ABOVE

Parkside Dundas (Peco) Grampus.

 Dolphins

normal body on an extended 

chassis but with a ten foot wheel 

base. The sleeper wagon had fi xed 

ends with L shaped stanchions, 

the ballast version had drop-

down ends which required 

additional hinged steel posts at 

each corner. Quite a few of these 

wagons were inherited by British 

Railways and they even built a 

few more themselves. British 

Railways called the sleeper wagon 

‘Haddock’ and the ballast wagon 

‘Sole’. These wagons lasted in 

service into the 1970s. 

Ballast hopper wagons and 

side-tipping wagons for both 

ballast and spoil were also built. 

The side tipping wagons used a 

screw jacking device operated by 

the workmen to tip the body and 

deposit the load beside the track. 

Once the ballast was on the track 

special ballast ploughs (converted 

brake vans fi tted with large 

plough blades) were pulled along 

to spread it out. On the Southern it 

was common practice to drop the 

ballast on the adjacent track, then 

use men with shovels to move it 

into place.

CLAM, RUDD AND TOPE 

From a collecting and modelling 

ABOVE

Bachmann BR MKA 'Limpet' Open Wagon in Loadhaul livery.



D
uring the 1950s 

and 1960s it was 

common practice 

for manufacturers 

of plastic goods 

in Hong Kong to make copies 

of British diecast toy cars.  

Many Dinky, Corgi and other 

subjects received this treatment, 

generally being scaled up to 

larger dimensions and fitted 

with a friction-drive motor.  The 

smaller Matchbox 1-75 series 

vehicles were copied too, but in 

this case the copies tended to be 

❯❯ FOREIGN REPLICAS

Andrew Ralston tells us more.
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similar in size to the originals.  

This article examines a selection 

of these, and considers why it 

is often difficult to identify who 

made them.

One of the best-known Hong 

Kong makers of plastic toys 

which can be identified is Blue 

Box, founded in 1952 by Peter 

Chan Pui.  His most successful 

toy product was, of all things, 

a doll that could drink and wet! 

Blue Box went on to make copies 

of familiar subjects by Dinky 

or Corgi but the majority were 

inspired by Matchbox products.  

Sometimes these came boxed 

singly, the boxes of course being 

blue in colour, carrying the 

message in not quite accurate 

English: “This is one of the Blue-

Box toy cars. How many kinds 

you have?”  In the absence of 

any systematic listing, we can 

only guess as to how many of the 

smaller Matchbox 1-75 models 

appeared in this series. 

Making copies of other 

people’s models might suggest a 

lack of creativity and originality, 

Hong Kong
copies

Matchbox Series: 

but Blue Box revealed a certain 

amount of imagination in the 

way that these were frequently 

combined and packaged in 

sets.  There are, for example, at 

least three separate boxed sets 

containing four models each: 

‘Civil Engineering’, containing 

digger, road roller, dumper and 

cement mixer; ‘Commercial 

Vehicles’, containing the 

Bedford Tipper, Morris Pick-up, 

Commer van and double deck 

bus; ‘Auto Series’, with Hillman 

Minx, American Ford Station 

Blue Box ‘Commercial Vehicles’ set.



Making copies of other people’s models might 
suggest a lack of creativity and originality, but Blue 

Box revealed a certain amount of imagination in 
the way that these were frequently combined and 

packaged in sets
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Wagon, Jaguar XK Coupe and 

MGA sports. You hardly need 

to be a specialist Matchbox 

collector to know where all these 

subjects came from! Again, 

there were numerous different 

boxed or carded ‘garage sets’ 

with a mixture of vehicles 

and accessories such as petrol 

pumps (again, Matchbox-based) 

and figures. Blue Box didn’t 

worry about things like scale, 

and happily mixed together 

Matchbox-sized copies with 

larger Dinky-type ones. One 

‘Road Repair Set’, for example, 

combines small Matchbox copies 

with replicas of the figures of 

workmen found in the Dinky 

Road Maintenance Personnel Set.

But the picture gets even more 

complicated as another series 

exists, apparently much the 

same as the Blue Box models – 

until you read the name on the 

box: ‘Blue Bow’. If Blue Box 

copied Matchbox, then it seems 

that the Blue Bows are copies of 

the copies! Very similar models 

can also be found in the ‘12 piece 

vehicle set’, mounted on a card 

backing with the initials NFIC 

and supplied in a polythene bag, 

though not all of these are based 

on Matchboxes. 

Bigger Hong Kong toy cars – 

the ones scaled up from Dinky 

and other subjects and fitted with 

friction motors – often carry 

names like Telsalda, Clifford 

Series or Lucky Toys but such 

names are much less common 

with the Matchbox-sized toys.  

Hence, there are many of these 

name of one of the biggest 

British distributors of Hong 

Kong plastic toys, F. Levy and Co. 

of London.   There’s yet another 

‘Miniature Vehicles’ series in a 

similar polythene material, in 

light green and brown boxes.  

All of these, are of course, 

hardly more than the tip of the 

iceberg, and undiscovered toys 

of this type turn up all the time.  

A recent find was a Ford Thames, 

clearly based on the Matchbox 

‘Singer’ van, with a surprising 

twist: this one has a driver like 

the Matchbox sports cars, while 

at the back there’s a hole to insert 

a pencil, for it’s not only a toy car 

but a pencil sharpener too.

Collectors may well ask why 

Hong Kong toymakers were so 

reluctant to identify themselves 

- after all, the makers of most 

products generally want to 

advertise their wares. Part of 

the reason is that European toys 

were usually copied without 

permission and many Hong Kong 

makers did not want to  draw 

attention to themselves. The 

way the Hong Kong toy trade 

operated in the 1960s was that 

British toy buyers would go out 

to the Colony and meet in the 

offices of trading agents where 

toymakers would come to show 

samples of their products. Bulk 

orders would be placed and 

thereafter distribution in the 

UK would be in the hands of the 

importer. It was consequently 

the distributors rather than 

the manufacturers who would 

become the primary contacts 

ABOVE

This unidentified copy of the Matchbox Ford Thames van contains a pencil 

sharpener!

ABOVE

The box of the Ford Station Wagon carries the logo of ‘Empress Brand’, but the 

breakdown and tipper are marked simply as ‘Miniature Vehicles’.

ABOVE

Matchbox copies in plastic: the Blue Box ‘Civil Engineering’ Set.

RIGHT

Almost the same 

as Blue Box, but 

this breakdown 

is marked ‘Blue 

Bow’.

around, quite often attractively 

boxed, which give no clue to 

their source. Neat red boxes, 

with models often moulded in red 

plastic too, are used for a series 

marked simply with numbers 

– 101, 102, etc. Among the well-

known Matchbox subjects 

identified in this range are an 

Austin Taxi, Austin Cambridge, 

Leyland Royal Tiger Coach 

and Rolls Royce Silver Cloud.   

Then there’s the ‘Polythene 

Miniatures’, in Matchbox-style 

boxes, in red/yellow rather 

than the blue/yellow used by 

Lesney.  The box artwork, too, is 

clearly copied straight from the 

Matchboxes. Intriguingly, some 

of these boxes are described 

as ‘Clifford Miniatures’ a trade 

as far as UK retailers were 

concerned.  These retailers were 

more likely to be small corner 

shops or market stalls than 

specialist toy shops which would 

be agents for more prestigious 

branded products from the likes 

of Meccano Limited, Tri-ang and 

Mettoy.

Such factors all add to the 

mystery surrounding Hong Kong 

plastic toys which were for so 

long seen as inferior, throwaway 

playthings with no appeal for 

collectors. Compared to robust 

metal products like Dinky Toys, the 

survival rate of these cheap toys is 

poor, especially with their original 

packaging but that only adds to 

their desirability for collectors 

who like a challenge! CG
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W
orking on 

the premise 

that everyone 

c o l l e c t s 

s o m e t h i n g , 

it will probably come as no 

surprise to learn that catalogues 

are not only in demand, but also 

seem to be appreciating in value.

What, then, is the attraction 

of these ephemeral publications 

which, rather like glossy 

magazines and periodicals, were 

probably binned when they 

had outlasted their usefulness? 

Take a trawl around the online 

auction sites and you’ll see why. 

Weekly or monthly magazines 

from the 1960s and 1970s are 

getting harder and harder to find 

– and it’s much the same with toy 

catalogues.

WHY COLLECT?

The toy catalogue is a fascinating 

genre for many reasons. If you 

are a completist and you know 

that you will never, ever, amass 

all those Lesney 1-75 first series 

models, for example, a Matchbox 

catalogue can bring instant 

salvation and satisfaction in 

equal measure. True, you only 

have visual representations 

to whet your appetite and the 

actual diecasts will remain 

tantalisingly out of reach, but 

at least you have the collection. 

And, if for a minute you conside 

the likes of Husky Toys or Hot 

Wheels, their collectors have a 

similar conundrum in that they 

cannot actually touch the bubble-

wrapped merchandise.

Catalogues also have a huge 

merit in that they do not take up 

an awful lot of space. We all know 

that collecting anything today 

tends to shrink the available 

living quarters in an average 

house yet with a catalogue 

❯❯ START COLLECTING
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collection, you can have dozens 

of examples occupying an area 

so modest that it is bound to keep 

your partner (or perhaps your 

parents) sane. What, as they say, 

is not to like?

CONDITION 

As with anything that is 

derived from a tree, the older 

the catalogue, the more likely 

it is that it will have suffered 

some damage, whether through 

general wear and tear or, 

horror of horrors, through 

being exposed to moisture. It’s 

as well to remember that these 

items were bought in the main 

for or by children, so longevity 

and condition probably did not 

ABOVE

Jewel in the crown? 

Hinchliffe’s later catalogues 

were more mainstream 

but here was a wonderful 

deviation from the norm.

ABOVE Taking modelling to a new dimension: Historex employed artists to assemble 

and paint their Napoleonic range and the results were the envy of any youth investing in 

one of these 54mm kits.

The catalogue bug, explained by Alwyn Brice 

Referencepreference 



It’s as well to remember that these items 
were bought in the main for or by children, 
so longevity and condition probably did not 

feature high up on the average child’s agenda.
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One interesting facet of the catalogue is the ghost model. This is the item that 

is tantalisingly pictured (often via an artist’s impression) but which never made 

it to the shops. Frustrating, perhaps, for the collector, but another little insight 

into what was bubbling on the back burner of the company in question.

One interesting facet of the catalogue is the ghost model. This is the item that 

THE ONES THAT GOT AWAY…

ABOVE LEFT TO RIGHT

Rose white metal figures were not for the impecunious but when well painted, 

looked terrific, as can be seen here; The back of the Rose catalogue off ered a further 

opportunity to show more tantalising figurines. All that was required was pocket 

money…

ABOVE

The range of Matchbox catalogues is delightful, especially in the early years, and they 

are popular with the company’s diecast collectors.

LEFT

This is the first 

edition of what 

would become 

a huge range 

of catalogues. 

The “toy” theme 

is much in 

evidence here, 

thanks to the 

artwork.

RIGHT

Plenty of Airfix 

catalogues are 

out there, along 

with price lists. 

The company 

took pains to 

illustrate as many 

of its products as 

possible.

reference points.

Selecting a large, well-

established manufacturer, such 

as Airfi x or Britains, means that 

you can effectively chart and 

build up the company’s progress 

over a period of time. Early 

catalogues are generally the 

hardest to fi nd and may include 

much in monochrome: not too 

exciting to the modern eye, 

perhaps, they nonetheless they 

give an insight into the workings 

of the company’s commercial 

team and how they viewed the 

world all those years ago.

The visual side really requires 

no explanation: any toy company 

having its wares photographed 

and fetchingly displayed within 

the pages of a catalogue was on 

to a winner in my book. Aside 

from singling that company out 

from the crowd, the catalogue 

acted as a spur: to the young 

reader, idly thumbing through it 

with a bottle of lemonade to hand, 

there was always another model 

that beckoned. In fact, the best 

catalogues were little short of 

engrossing and kids would pore 

for hours over their images, lost 

in daydreams in which the harsh 

realities of insuffi cient pocket 

money simply didn’t fi gure. It 

was, in a pre-electronic world, 

simple escapism.

And fi nally, if you don’t actually 

set out to collect catalogues, 

you may fi nd them nonetheless 

making their way into your study 

or hobbies room, where they 

will sit happily alongside your 

collection of diecasts, kits or 

model soldiers. They are, when 

all is said and done, the perfect 

accompaniment.

Happy hunting! CG

feature high up on the average 

child’s agenda. Rips and staple 

holes, creases, unidentifi ed 

sticky substances and crayon or 

pen marks can all be found on 

catalogues. Some would aver that 

this adds to their charm; others 

will be less impressed. 

So the reality is that condition 

is everything, much as it is 

with banknotes, stamps and 

newspapers. Mind you, that’s not 

to say that old, tatty catalogues 

should be overlooked; the fact is, 

all are worthy of saving, and if 

you can only a fi nd a dog-eared, 

torn example, it could probably 

of paragraphs below. This was 

miles away from the norm – and 

somehow persuaded the buyer 

that here was a very exclusive 

line of collectables indeed.

So, there’s no one size fi ts all 

when it comes to catalogues, 

which raises the question of 

storage and display and how 

best to execute this side of the 

equation.

THE RANGE

Here’s the biggest problem – 

what exactly do you look for? I 

suspect that many people begin 

by simply chancing across an 

serve until a better one comes 

along. And, if you are blessed 

with patience, a better one 

eventually does.

As for size, this varies 

enormously, from impressive 

A4-sized catalogues to skimpy 

fl yers and small scale notebook 

type catalogues. One or two 

manufacturers even ventured 

down a totally different route: 

Hinchliffe, which majored in 

Napoleonic white metal artillery 

kits in the 1970s, came up with 

the idea of a card folder within 

which was a monochrome 

photograph of each item, with 

full details of the kit in a couple 

example of a catalogue which 

they owned all those years ago 

and they subsequently secure it 

for nostalgia’s sake. After a while, 

curiosity gets the better of them 

and they branch out into other 

years by the same maker, just to 

fi nd out what they never had.

If I recall, in my impecunious 

youth, I didn’t buy many 

catalogues: being a kit building 

fanatic, I would rather have 

spent the cash on another project 

or some paint or brushes. You 

will appreciate, then, that Airfi x 

catalogues, together with those 

of Revell and Tamiya, and 

later Historex, were my main 



W
hen you think 

of the number 

of animal 

c h a r a c t e r s 

Disney have 

immortalised in their animations 

over the years, it’s surprising how 

rarely bears have been featured. 

After all, the bear – in its teddy 

form – is the world’s favourite 

soft toy animal, so you’d expect a 

canny merchandiser like Disney 

to have a whole galaxy of bear 

characters with which to tempt 

us. Perhaps their reticence stems 

from the fact that since 1961 they 

have owned the fi lm and licensing 

rights to Winnie the Pooh, the 

ultimate A-list bear, and it’s hard 
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for any other bruin to compete 

with him in the popularity stakes.

Certainly Disney show no 

reticence when it comes to making 

the most of Pooh. Within their own 

stores he is regularly offered 

in umpteen different guises 

while the world’s leading toy 

manufacturers compete for the 

right to produce their own versions 

under licence. The result is that 

fans of Pooh can build a hugely 

varied and interesting collection, 

especially if they are prepared to 

seek out vintage examples such 

as those made by Merrythought, 

the UK’s longest surviving teddy 

bear manufacturer. In 1966, the 

Merrythought catalogue included 

a fully jointed 10-inch mohair Pooh 

as well as a 24-inch ‘Showpiece’ 

version and a Pooh nightdress 

case. The following year he was 

back as a 9-inch ‘Chime’ toy which 

had arms but no legs, and there 

was also a ‘Pooh in Bed’ pyjama or 

nightdress sachet. 

More recently, Pooh has 

been reinterpreted by various 

companies including Gabrielle 

Designs, Gund, Golden Bear, 

Steiff, Canterbury Bears, 

Dean’s and Hermann Teddy 

Original and there’s every 

reason to suppose that 

further names will 

be added to the list 

LEFT

Gorgeous plush 

version of Kenai from 

Brother Bears.  

Collecting
bearsDisney 

Building a collection of Disney-themed 

bears can be harder than you might imagine 

but it is possible...

as Disney strive to satisfy the 

public’s seemingly insatiable 

appetite for all things Pooh. 

However, while there is no 

denying that Winnie the Pooh is 

‘Top Bear’ in the Disney empire, 

there are other bears to be found 

if one is prepared to search for 

them. 

Take, for example, two really 

delightful bear characters called 

Koda and Kenai which featured 

in the 2003 movie, Brother Bear. 

Following the release of the 

fi lm, beautiful soft toy versions 

of these two could be found in 

Disney Stores and they made a 

reappearance in 2006 when the 

follow up, Brother Bear 2, was 

released on DVD. Although Koda 

and Kenai are supposed to look 

more like real bears than teddies, 

they have the cute faces and super-

soft plush necessary to make them 

very appealing to children. 

Another ‘real’ bear from the 

Disney stable is Baloo, the laid-

back, fun loving bear who shows 

young Mowgli how to survive in 

the jungle in Disney’s 1967 hit 

movie, The Jungle Book. Soft 

toy versions of Baloo have been 

produced since the 1960s, and two 

of the most successful came from 

Steiff. 

The fi rst Steiff Baloo was 

produced shortly after the release 

of The Jungle Book as part of 

a set that included the other 

main characters from the fi lm. 

Complete sets occasionally turn 

up at auction and are subject to 

fi erce bidding – it’s not unusual to 

have to pay £700 or £800 for them. 

In 2003 Steiff returned to Baloo, 

including him in their Disney 

Showcase Collection. This newer 

version, produced in a limited 

edition of 3000, measured 33cm 

high and was made from mohair. 

These are relatively easy to get 

hold of today as they frequently 

turn up on internet auction sites. 

Expect to pay anything from £80 

to £160. 

For those on tighter budgets, 

charming plush versions of Baloo 

can be found inexpensively on 

the secondary market. A 12-inch 

Baloo made in Sri Lanka for The 

Disney Store was found for sale 

recently in a charity shop, in good 

clean condition and priced at 

just £1. Plush bruins such as this 

make worthwhile additions to any 

Disney bear collection, as do the 

small beanie-type toys which are 

also easy to fi nd.

Phil Harris, the voice actor 

who played the part of Baloo in 

The Jungle Book, took the part of 

another bear in the Disney version 

of Robin Hood. Released in 1973, 

the fi lm portrayed all the main 

characters as animals and it was 

decided that the outsized Little 

John should be a bear. Although 

it had its good points, the fi lm was 

not a massive success and as a 

result merchandise is less widely 

available than that associated 

with big hits like The Jungle 

rights to Winnie the Pooh, the 

ultimate A-list bear, and it’s hard 
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bear manufacturer. In 1966, the 

Merrythought catalogue included 

a fully jointed 10-inch mohair Pooh 

as well as a 24-inch ‘Showpiece’ 

version and a Pooh nightdress 

case. The following year he was 

back as a 9-inch ‘Chime’ toy which 

had arms but no legs, and there 

was also a ‘Pooh in Bed’ pyjama or 

More recently, Pooh has 

been reinterpreted by various 

companies including Gabrielle 

Designs, Gund, Golden Bear, 

Steiff, Canterbury Bears, 

Dean’s and Hermann Teddy 

Original and there’s every 

reason to suppose that 

further names will 

be added to the list 
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ABOVE LEFT TO RIGHT

Winnie the Pooh chime toy by Merrythought, 1967; Plush Sunni from the Gummi Bears; Plush Cubbi from the Gummi Bears; Singing and dancing Bear from Bear in the Big Blue 

House together with Ojo, both made by Mattel (Tutter the mouse is also pictured).

ABOVE LEFT TO RIGHT

12-inch plush Baloo from The Disney Store together with a 6-inch beanie version; Special 

Agent Oso from The Disney Store.

ursine in the show, a young girl 

cub called Ojo who is one of Bear’s 

best friends. 

Plush Ojo and Bear toys were 

widely available a few years ago, 

as were battery operated versions 

of Bear which played the show’s 

theme tune while dancing. Some 

shops may still stock them but 

if not, they’re easily found and 

cheaply bought at car boot sales or 

on the internet. It’s also an idea to 

keep a look out for the small Bear 

in the Big Blue House toys that 

were given away with McDonalds 

Happy Meals several years ago.

Coming more to date, there 

is a new Disney bear bringing 

adventure and learning to the 

pre-school children. Special 

Agent Oso is a colourful special 

agent teddy bear who undertakes 

assignments to help children learn 

how to perform various everyday 

tasks. The main character in the 

series, Oso works for U.N.I.Q.U.E 

(the United Network for the 

Investigation of Quite Unusual 

Events). He is regularly assisted 

by two companions; there is Special 

Agent Wolfe, a stuffed blue wolf 

and Special Agent Dotty, a spotted 

orange cat who possibly has tender 

feelings for Oso. Special Agent Oso

aired on ITV and some episodes 

can also be viewed on You Tube. 

Lovely plush versions of Oso 

could be purchased from The 

Disney Store for about £18 and 

they can also be found on Amazon 

and in good independent toy 

shops. CG

Book. Nevertheless, if you search 

(particularly on internet stores 

and auction sites) it is possible to 

buy Little John plush toys, plastic 

fi gurines, pin badges and so on. 

Prices range from £2 to £15. 

There have been successful 

Disney bears on the small screen, 

too. Notable amongst these are the 

Gummi Bears which starred in 

their own television series from 

the middle of the 1980s through 

to the early 1990s. There were 

seven main characters – Zuffi , 

Grammi, Gruffi , Tummi, Sunni, 

Cubbi and Gusto – all of which 

were produced in soft toy form. 

A few years ago they rarely cost 

more than two or three pounds on 

the secondary market but prices 

do seem to be creeping up, little 

by little. 

Although the show came to 

an end in 1991, it will probably 

be familiar to today’s little ones 

thanks to re-runs on satellite 

and cable TV. Perhaps the most 

remarkable thing about the 

Gummi Bears is that the idea 

for the show came from the 

Gummi Bear sweets. We’re all 

familiar with characters such 

as the Milky Bar Kid, the Milka 

cow and the Lindt bunny that 

have been created specifi cally to 

promote confectionery but there 

can’t be too many instances of 

confectionery inspiring hit TV 

shows.

Disney owe the popularity of 

another of their TV bears to the 

genius that was Jim Henson. 

Fozzie Bear was one of the most 

memorable characters from The 

Muppets, the puppet characters 

created by the late Jim Henson, 

and he has belonged to Disney 

since they bought The Muppets

rights in 2004. 

The Jim Henson name is also 

linked to one of the most recent 

bears to make it big for Disney. It 

was the Jim Henson Company that 

originally produced Bear in the 

Big Blue House, a charming, semi-

educational show for pre-school 

children. Its great achievement 

was in appealing to adults as 

well as the small children it 

was created for, thus making 

watching it together an enjoyable 

experience for parent and child. 

Much of the credit for this is 

due to the joie de vivre of the 

eponymous Bear. He’s seven feet 

high, bright orange, gentle, funny 

and he’s a pretty good dancer, too. 

Apart from Bear, there is another 

››

Agent Oso is a colourful special , a charming, semi-

educational show for pre-school 

children. Its great achievement 

was in appealing to adults as 

well as the small children it 

was created for, thus making 

watching it together an enjoyable 

experience for parent and child. 

Much of the credit for this is 

due to the joie de vivre of the 

eponymous Bear. He’s seven feet 

high, bright orange, gentle, funny 

and he’s a pretty good dancer, too. 

Apart from Bear, there is another 

RIGHT

Koda from 

Brother Bear; the 

embroidery on 

his paw indicates 

it came from 

Disneyland Paris.



C
had Valley is a name 

synonymous with 

all kinds of toys and 

few companies in the 

history of toy making 

can lay claim to have produced 

such a wide and diverse range 

of products. At Christmas they 

called the Chad Valley factory 

‘Santa’s Workshop’ with millions 

of children waking up on 

Christmas Day to fi nd at least 

one Chad Valley product in their 

stocking whether that was a doll 

or teddy bear, cowboy outfi t or 

jig-saw puzzle, tin toy or a board 

game of some description… Chad 

Valley made them all.

My memories of Chad Valley 

Toys include a lovely old Escalado 

horse racing game passed down to 

me by my uncle in the late 1950s 

and a super Chad Valley ‘Give 

a Show’ projector which I had 

one Christmas in the 1960s along 

with a range of Walt Disney fi lms. 

Sadly the Chad Valley toy I always 

wanted eluded me – that being 

the super diecast Fordson Major 

tractor – although there’s still 

time yet – I haven’t given up hope! 

The roots of the Chad Valley 

company can be traced back to 

the end of the Napoleonic wars 

when Anthony Bunn Johnson, the 

son of a soldier who served under 

Wellington in the peninsular war, 

opened a small stationery printing 

works in Litchfi eld Street, 

Birmingham. One solitary printed 

letterhead is all that remains of 

that factory today, the premises 

being demolished many moons 

ago to make way for a Maples 

furniture store. 

Johnson was joined by his two 

sons Joseph and Alfred until 

1860 when the two boys left the 

family business to start their 

own printing and bookbinding 

company at premises in George 

Street, Birmingham. Initially 

they found trade slow and 

struggled to keep the presses 

rolling simply through orders 

for general stationary. They 

desperately needed some new 

ideas to boost the business. The 

mid-19th century was a time of 

great change in British society. 

While child labour was slowly on 

the decline education was on the 

rise with more and more children 

learning to read and write. This 

was to prove of great signifi cance 

to the young Johnson brothers 

who suddenly latched on to the 

fact that educational toys and 

games could have a great future. 

The games the brothers devised 

incorporated maps, pictures and 

counters, thus allowing children 

to improve both knowledge and 

numeracy via play. The company 

expanded greatly and by 1897 

Joseph Johnson has assumed full 

control of the business assisted by 

his eldest son Alfred J. Johnson.

It was clear that Johnson 

Bros Ltd needed to move to 

larger premises and in 1897 a 

new purpose-built factory was 

erected in the country suburb 

of Harborne. Until Victorian 

times Harborne had remained 

a small village in a remote part 

of Staffordshire. It expanded 

rapidly, however, following the 

arrival of the Harborne Railway 

after which its population quickly 

rose from 1,637 to 10,113. The 

new factory stood in Rose Road 

close to a small brook called the 

Chad which is how it got the name 

‘Chad Valley Works.’ In those 

days most of the work was done 

by hand so the factory had a large 

workforce. The printing operation 

Chad Valley
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›› KNOW YOUR HOBBY

TOY EXPERT!
10 minute

ABOVE

Ladies at work at the Wrekin soft toy factory in Wellington, Shropshire where Chad Valley 

transferred soft toy production after World War One. 

ABOVE

A long bank of twenty five men use treadle 

powered fret saws to hand-cut wooden jig 

saw puzzles. No two Chad Valley jig saws are 

ever the same.

LEFT

Alfred Johnson who took over at the helm of 

the Chad Valley Co in 1904 shortly after its 

move to Harborne.
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wooden toys to its ever expanding 

range. Further expansion saw 

the original Harborne factory 

enlarged to a four-storey building 

– one of the fi rst in Birmingham to 

use re-enforced concrete and all 

metal windows. Another splendid 

new Chad Valley Harborne 

factory rose to six storeys high 

and became a famous landmark of 

south-west Birmingham.

During World War Two the 

Chad Valley factories were turned 

over to supporting the war effort 

making instrument cases, hospital 

tables, tent poles, children’s 

clothes, toys for military hospitals 

and sets of draughts and dominoes 

for members of the Armed Forces.

Following hostilities Chad 

Valley was able to develop its 

successful export market and 

produce its fi rst range of diecast 

toy vehicles fi tted with clockwork 

motors made between 1949 and 

1956. These were a mixture of 

non-prototypical models and six 

prototypical releases based on 

Rootes Group vehicles that were 

sold at Rootes Group dealerships 

as well as in toy shops. The most 

sought after of these models 

are three variations of a Guy 

box van in the liveries of ‘Chad 

Valley’, ‘Guy Motors’ and ‘Lyons 

Ice Cream’ respectively. The 

jewel in the crown of Chad Valley 

diecast models has to be the large 

scale Fordson Major Tractor, 

which was also sold by Fordson 

dealerships. These models now 

command handsome prices in 

mint-boxed condition.

Chad Valley became a PLC 

in 1950 and continued to look 

for new opportunities in the toy 

market including making pandas 

as soft toys following their arrival 

at London Zoo. In 1952 it gained 

the sole rights to market Sooty, 

Harry Corbett’s hugely popular 

glove puppet. Harry and Sooty 

entertained the Queen and Duke 

of Edinburgh when they visited 

the Chad Valley trade stand at 

the 1955 British Industries Fair. 

Toffee Bear, popularised on the 

radio, was also produced as a toy 

by Chad Valley.

Like so many great British toy 

makers Chad Valley’s sad demise 

came about as the result of the 

deep economic recession of the 

early 1970s. After closure in 1971 

much of the site had been cleared 

by 1975. The brand name was 

taken over by Palitoy in 1978 and 

absorbed into the Woolworth’s 

chain a decade later. Although 

little remains of the company 

today, other than use of the brand 

name by Argos, memories of Chad 

Valley Toys will live forever in the 

history of British toy making. CG 

RIGHT

This World Cup Willie soft toy 

was produced by Chad Valley 

in 1966 when England won the 

World Cup at Wembley Stadium.

FAR RIGHT

This worn, but much -oved Chad 

Valley teddy bear dates from 

the 1960s.

ABOVE

King George V was one of a series of boxed wooden jig saw puzzles made by Chad 

Valley for the Great Western Railway.

were produced under the Wrekin 

Toy Works label. Eventually all 

operations were brought under 

one banner as The Chad Valley 

Co Ltd. 

One man to leave the company 

was production manager C. J. 

Rendle who joined a weaving 

company in Huddersfi eld. It is 

here where the foundations of the 

famous Merrythought teddy bear 

company were later laid.

Business at Chad Valley’s soft 

toy company was booming in the 

early 1920s with designer Nora 

Wellings leading the expansion 

of the doll ranges. Chad Valley 

teddy bears were also being used 

commercially by the ‘Bear Brand’ 

Stocking Co. who ordered a range 

of huge promotional bears for 

exhibitions and window displays. 

Famous characters added to 

the soft toy range included A.A 

Milne’s Winnie the Pooh and Bonzo 

that lovable mongrel created by 

G.E. Studdy. On one memorable 

occasion it is recorded that Chad 

Valley hired a dwarf and dressed 

him as Bonzo to dance around on 

the companies stand at the British 

Industries Fair, much to the 

amusement of King George V and 

Queen Mary.

One of the most delightful 

inter-war Chad Valley dolls was 

Snow White who came complete 

with all seven dwarfs. A limited 

number of these dolls were sold 

in white dresses - presumably 

after her discovery of Prince 

Charming! The most sought after 

Chad Valley Snow White doll, 

however is a musical version 

which plays the tune ‘One Day 

My Prince Will Come’.

In 1930 Chad Valley modelled 

a doll of the young Princess 

Elizabeth based on a photograph 

of her as a four year old. At the 

request of the Royal family the 

price of the doll was restricted 

to One Guinea to make it more 

affordable to the masses. Eight 

years later another Princess 

Elizabeth doll was marketed, this 

time standing alongside her sister 

Princess Margaret. This are now 

highly sought after collectables.

As well as dolls and bears, 

games and jig saw puzzles Chad 

Valley also made many superb 

tinplate toys with some tinplate 

production being outsourced to 

Barringer, Wallis & Manners of 

Mansfi eld, Nottinghamshire (later 

know as the Metal Box). These 

included beautiful limousines, 

commercials and buses all of 

which now sought after toys.

After acquiring the old 

established toy making fi rm of 

Peacock & Co Ltd Chad Valley was 

able to add a wider selection of 

ABOVE LEFT TO RIGHT

This mechanical race game was made by Roberts Bros of Gloucester under the Glevum 

Toys trade mark. Roberts Bros was eventually taken over by Chad Valley;  Chad Valley 

produced a wide range of toy money boxes, some of which were made under contract 

by the Metal Box Co Ltd in Mansfield.

was mainly an all-male domain, 

whereas the packing department 

was staffed largely by women. 

Great skill was required in the 

cutting room where wooden jig-

saw puzzles were cut by hand on 

treadle operated band saws.

Alfred Johnson took over the 

helm in 1904 following the death of 

his father assisted by his brothers 

Arthur and Harry. Wooden jig-saw 

puzzles became a mainstay of the 

business with scores of different 

subjects portrayed including 

a very collectable series made 

for the Great Western Railway. 

Others included passenger liners 

operated by the Cunard White 

Star shipping line.

Surprisingly the outbreak 

of World War One, in 1914, had 

a very positive effect on the 

business. The government placed 

a ban on imported toys leaving a 

massive hole in the market for 

Chad Valley to exploit. In 1915, 

despite restrictions on materials 

and a greatly reduced workforce, 

Johnson Brothers produced its 

fi rst teddy bears.

After the war further 

expansion saw the company take 

over Harborne Village Institute 

which it used for printing cartons 

and box labels. Further expansion 

saw soft toy production moved 

away from the Chad Valley Works 

to a new factory in the market 

town of Wellington, Shropshire, 

where a new range of fabric dolls 



T
he adventures of 

Batman, Superman, 

Spider-Man, etc on 

television and the big 

screen have endeared 

themselves to their fans 

worldwide since the golden age 

of the 1960s, through the ‘70s 

and onto the present day. Bruce 

Wayne’s alter-ego Batman is 

undoubtedly on top of the pile, 

followed closely by Superman 

and Spider-Man. But with Spider-

Man: Across the Spider-Verse 

currently showing in cinemas, 

we thought it was the web 

swinger’s time to shine, while 

the Caped Crusader broods in 

the Batcave for once. 

Toys based on the fantastic 

fighters of crime are very 

popular and extremely 

collectable, particularly the 

vintage items. There is a 

very healthy amount of Bat-

merchandise, for example, but 

not so much for Spidey. In fact, 

toys and collectables relating to 

the vintage era of Spider-Man 

during the 1960s are, at best, a 

bit thin on the ground. Indeed, 

we didn’t see any significant 

toys being produced until the 

‘70s, round about the time 

the Mego Corp. of America 

started a range of eight-inch 

action figures of superheroes 

that were so popular, they’re 

still in big demand today. Mint 

boxed or mint carded examples 

change hands for good money 

and there’s a decent range of 

characters or vehicles to suit all 

superhero fans.

Which brings us nicely 

to our first piece, one of the 

aforementioned eight-inch Mego 

superheroes. ‘The Amazing 

Spider-Man’ is a fully jointed 

action figure clad in a fabric, 

removable one-piece costume. 

After the success of this item, 
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SPIDER-MAN 

Famous Faces: 
Remembering collectables that found fame through the silver screen.

ABOVE

A 1982 Buddy L The Amazing Spiderman Super Heroes vehicle set, seen here in near 

mint condition.

Mego then released a 12-inch 

version of the Spider-Man toy, 

using a larger one-piece costume 

and body. Prices for a mint, 

boxed example of either figure 

are between £125-150. Mego used 

the same jointed eight-inch body 

on a number of its superheroes 

and curiously you find the same 

body being used by Denys Fisher 

toys in its Dr. Who range from 

the 1970s.

While on the subject of 

Denys Fisher, this next Spider-

piece actually comes from that 

company. ‘The Turbo Tower of 

Power Spidercycle’ from 1977 

has Spiderman poised on a 

motorcycle, which you place on 

a ramp before ‘pumping up’ the 



Although we’ve seen some of the vintage toys featuring the web-slinging 

wonder, the real money for Spider-Man collectables comes courtesy of the 

comics. In fact, a rare issue of ‘Amazing Fantasy’ which included Spider-Man 

first appearance sold for a reported $1.1 million when it went to auction. First 

released in 1962 it cost just 12 cents and the cover sees our hero clutching a 

villain in one arm while swinging from a web in the other. Very dramatic!

NOW THAT’S AMAZING!
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ABOVE

Mego Corp released a variety of diff erent superhero action figures during the 1970s. A 

decent boxed example of a Mego Spider-Man figure can fetch up to £150.

ABOVE

The Corgi Spider-Man Gift Set is perhaps 

one of the best Spider-Man collectables.

RIGHT

This near mint Corgi 266 Spiderman 

Spiderbike sold for £110 recently.

power to send our hero speeding 

down the ramp at a rate of 

knots! Around the time this was 

released a certain Evel Knievel 

was performing stunts across the 

globe and Denys Fisher produced 

a similar set featuring the famous 

stuntman, which was fantastically 

popular. Boxed, the Spidercycle 

sells for around £125.

One of the nicest toys 

featuring your ‘friendly 

neighbourhood Spider-Man’ is 

the Corgi Gift Set 23. This three-

piece collection features the 

Spiderbuggy (No.261), complete 

with a Spider-Man fi gure at the 

wheel and Green Goblin trapped 

inside a spider web. Needless to 

say, the Green Goblin fi gure is 

easily lost, so fi nding a complete 

example is often a bit tricky.

Next in the set is the Spiderbike 

(No.266), which is very similar 

to Corgi’s Batbike (No.268) 

but features a delicate plastic 

spider’s web at the rear, instead 

of bat wings. What’s more, 

although the gift set version 

features red forks and black 

wheels, there are numerous 

other versions including one 

with white wheels and another 

without the distinctive Spider-

Man side decals. Finally, the 

set contains the Spidercopter 

(No.928), which comes with a 

distinctive scorpion-like tail, 

webbed blades and eight legs. 

The gift set is a top quality piece 

and in a mint box fetches around 

£200-300.

Corgi also released the 

Spidervan (Spidervan, 

Spidervan, does whatever 

a white van can) in 1979/80, 

numbered 436. The best thing 

about this particular model is 

the interior – which can be seen 

through a sunroof on top of the 

vehicle – because it features 

what looks like a bizarre web-

themed carpet. Perhaps due to 

this psychedelic interior, the 

Spidervan only tends to fetch 

around £30, even in the box.

Finally, continuing the Corgi 

theme, there were a number of 

Spider-Man products in the Corgi 

Junior range (previously known 

as Husky Toys until 1970). The 

Spider-Man line-up included 

smaller, less detailed versions of 

the helicopter, van and motorcycle 

and each came in Amazing Spider-

Man themed bubble packaging. 

The chopper (No.75) is perhaps 

the best in the series and like its 

big brother features insect-like 

legs and a web instead of rotor 

blades. However, even in good 

condition it doesn’t fetch much 

more than £10.

Our last Spidey piece is very 

rare. Made by Thomas Salter 

Toys in Scotland, the Amazing 

Spider-Man Adventure Kit 

contains lots of essentials for 

the budding junior crime fi ghter 

or wannabe photographer, like 

Peter Parker. The set includes 

binoculars, working camera, 

torch, walkie talkie, ID card, 

notepad, utility belt and more. 

This set is very hard to fi nd and, 

as such, you should expect to pay 

between £200-300 to get it for 

yourself.

Well, that just about does it for 

this time and I hope you enjoyed 

our web-slinging selection of 

Spider-Man collectables. CG

ABOVE 

Corgi 928 “Spiderman” Spidercopter; finished in blue and red, with black web blades.

LEFT

Everything you 

need to become 

a Spider-sleuth, 

courtesy of 

Thomas Salter 

Toys.
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 Item: Britains Farm Landrover, horse and horse 

box No.9575

Condition: excellent to mint, with the horse 

never having been removed from his box

Sold for: £510 (9 bids)

From collectables of the future to old 

favourites, eBay always manages to 

produce some amazing fi nds... and even 

more amazing prices!

eebbuuyyss

    Item: Matchbox Lesney Superfast 1-75 Series 

No.12 Landrover

Condition: rare blue version in F1 type box, 

model was very near mint

Sold for: £1353 (33 bids)

    Item: Pre-War Dinky 28M Type 1 Wakefield 

Castrol van

Condition:  very good original example from 

1934, original transfers, no repainting

Sold for: £645 (17 bids)

 Item: Scalextric 007 James Bond set

Condition: well used, some cars show signs of 

damage and were in need of rebuilding

Sold for: £321 (11 bids)

 Item: Pre-War Dinky Delivery Van 28Y ‘Exide 

Drydex’

Condition:  no metal fatigue although some 

fine crazing, would benefit from cleaning

Sold for: £820 (24 bids)

 Item: Pre-War Dinky Delivery Van 28Y ‘Exide 

    Item: Pre-War Dinky 28M Type 1 Wakefield     Item: Pelham Puppets Walter Ventriloquial 

Puppet

Condition: Wear to box, including tear to one 

corner and discolouring to fabric

Sold for: £361 (6 bids)

    Item: Marvel Legends Spiderman: Far From 

Home Action Figure.

Condition: Mint condition, had only been used 

for display

Sold for: £1560 (14 bids)

    Item: LEGO Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 

Shadow Leonardo

Condition: Mint, complete with original pieces. 

Limited edition 17/400

Sold for: £1060 (2 bids)

 Item: Corgi Toys Set 6 Rocket Age Models

Condition: mint, both inner packing pieces and 

instruction booklet included

Sold for: £965 (21 bids)

Item: Pelham Puppets Walter Ventriloquial 

LEGO Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 
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 Item: Britains Battle Ground Set No.4715

Condition: mint, never assembled but with age 

related wear to the box

Sold for: £205 (5 bids)

 Item: Pelham Puppet School boy, with lead 

hands

Condition: good despite rip to clothing, 

complete with an early box

Sold for: £468 (25 bids)

    Item: Aurura Citizen Formula Pacific AFX slot 

car

Condition: original box with lid, near mint 

although missing leaflet

Sold for: £430 (19 bids)

 Item: Meccano Outfit 9A, medium red and 

green

Condition: very good, complete with all pieces 

and four instruction books

Sold for: Sold for £999 (3 bids)

   Item: LEGO Marvel Super Heroes SDCC 2012 

Spiderman, in black symbiote costume

Condition: Mint

Sold for: £875 (16 bids)

 Item: BCM Wells Carter Paterson Express 

Carriers tinplate lorry

Condition: lithographed tin shows some 

scratches and surface rust, missing mudguard 

and headlights

Sold for: £335 (26 bids)

 Item: Playmate Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 

Shogun Ninja

Condition: Mint condition, unopened

Sold for: £1378 (37 bids)

 Item: Mattel Masters of the Universe Classics 

Castle Grayskull

Condition: Had never been opened, some age-

related wear to the box

Sold for: £1070 (36 bids)

 Item: Nomura Japan Tin Earth Man Astronaut 

Robot

Condition: rare, fully working with original box 

lid and remote control

Sold for: £1257 (30 bids)

 Item: BCM Wells Carter Paterson Express 

   Item: LEGO Creator Expert Modular Factory 

Market Street, Set 10190

Condition: Still factory sealed, some slight 

wear to the outer box

Sold for: £800 (3 bids)

 Item: Mario the Juggler Nintendo hand-held 

game 

Condition:  full working order, original battery 

cover and serial number sticker on the reverse 

Sold for: £525 (23 bids)

   Item: Airfix sets Stalingrad 1942 No. 9655 

(German) and No.9656 (Russian)

Condition: Open with instructions and decals, 

parts still sealed, age related damage

Sold for: £431 (11 bids)
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This month we review the latest toy sales at British Toy Auctions, Vectis, 

Lacy, Scott & Knight and Special Auction Services.

PRICE GUIDE  

Corgi Toys Gift Set 17 Land Rover with 

Ferrari Racing Car on Trailer, Land Rover with 

yellow interior, spun hubs, Ferrari with RN36 

on yellow trailer. Good in good outer box. Sold 
for £65, British Toy Auctions, December.

Franklin Mint 1928 Stutz Black Hawk, 1/24 

scale, red. Mint in box. Sold for £28, British Toy 
Auctions, December.

Franklin Mint 1954 Mercedes-Benz 300 SL,

1/24 scale, silver grey. Mint with certifi cate 

in near mint box. Sold for £30, British Toy 
Auctions, December.

Corgi Toys No 486 Kennel Service Wagon 

Chevrolet Impala, in white and orange, pale 

blue interior complete with 4 dogs and ‘vari-

view’ dachshund picture which is detached 

from vehicle. Very good in fair plus card box. 

Sold for £25, British Toy Auctions, December.

Corgi Toys No 256 Volkswagen 1200 in East 

African Safari Trim, in orange with steering 

wheel roof with plastic rhinoceros fi gure. 

Good on poor inner pictorial stand in poor to 

fair outer card box. Sold for £30, British Toy 
Auctions, December.

Dinky Toys No 104 “Captain Scarlet” 

Spectrum Pursuit Vehicle, with Captain 

Scarlet fi gure. Very good with its original 

instructions in poor to fair carded picture box. 

Sold for £80, British Toy Auctions, December.

Corgi Toys 1st issue No 267 Batmobile, gloss 

black body, orange ‘Bat’ logo on doors, with 

gold cast hubs with red ‘Bat’ logos, blue tinted 

windows, with Batman and Robin fi gures. Good 

plus in poor outer illustrated box. Sold for 
£100, British Toy Auctions, December.

Corgi Toys No 270 James Bond Aston Martin 

DB5, with opened ‘Secret Instructions’ packet, 

used number plate decals and two spare 

fi gures. Very good in the rarer pictorial wing 

fl ap bubble pack. Sold for £80, British Toy 
Auctions, December.

Corgi Toys Gift Set #31 ‘The Riviera Set’ 

contains a Buick Riviera in pale blue with red 

interior, red trailer with spun hubs, blue boat 

with white hull and sailor fi gure, towing a blue 

dingy with skis and skier fi gure. Very good on 

poor pictorial base in poor outer box. Sold for 
£70, British Toy Auctions, December.

Corgi Toys No 290 Kojak Buick Sedan, with 

both fi gures and the self-adhesive Police badge 

still inside. Mint in good box. Sold for £65, 
British Toy Auctions, December.

Corgi No 1376 Starksy & Hutch Duo Pack, 

later modifi ed larger car with it’s blacked out 

windows, twin aerials and 4 spoke wheels, 

smaller Juniors car has the later grey 

bumpers. Mint in fair box. Sold for £50, British 
Toy Auctions, December.

Dinky Toys No 532 Leyland Comet Wagon,

with hinged tailboard in dark blue with mid 

blue back and red hubs. Near mint in very 

good box, with internal packing piece. Sold for 
£90, British Toy Auctions, December.
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Corgi Toys No 266 Chitty Chitty Bang Bang,

with front and rear wings and all four fi gures. 

Very good in very good box with moulded 

base and card display. Sold for £85, British Toy 
Auctions, December.

Dinky Toys No 752 Goods Yard Crane, 

yellow crane on blue base. Near mint in very 

good box. Sold for £50, British Toy Auctions, 
December.

Dinky Toys No 101 Thunderbirds 2 & 4, green 

Thunderbird 2 with Thunderbird 4 inside the 

pod. Very good on very good inner packing 

piece in very good outer box. Sold for £260, 
British Toy Auctions, December.

Dinky Toys No 100 Lady Penelope’s Rolls 

Royce FAB 1, with Parker and Lady Penelope 

fi gures with a missile and 4x harpoons, canopy 

and Flying Lady mascot intact. Very good on 

good inner packaging piece in very good box. 

Sold for £120, British Toy Auctions, December.

Tri-ang Spot-on No 265 Bedford Tonibell Ice 

Cream Van, blue with ice cream seller intact. 

Very good in good box. Sold for £140, British 
Toy Auctions, December.

Corgi Toys Gift Set 21 ERF Dropside Lorry 

with Platform Trailer and milk churn load,

turquoise blue cab, chassis and trailer chassis 

with white load areas to both. Very good on 

good inner plinth in very good outer box. Sold 
for £150, British Toy Auctions, December.

Matchbox M-9 Major Pack Hendrickson 

Inter-State Double Freighter in Cooper-Jarrett 

livery, blue tractor unit with silver bodies. Fair 

in good box. Sold for £30, British Toy Auctions, 
December.

Corgi Major Toys No 1142 Homes Ford 

Wrecker, red and white with 2x mechanic 

fi gures and instruction sheet. Very good in 

good inner polystyrene tray and fair outer box. 

Sold for £50, British Toy Auctions, December.

Dinky Toys boxed 128 Mercedes Benz 600, 

which generally appears good to good plus 

in generally fair to good outer window box 

(please note box does suffer from crushing 

and splitting). Sold for £40, Vectis, December.

Matchbox Superfast 8a Ford Mustang, white 

body, red interior, gloss black base, 5-spoke 

wide wheels. Near mint with just a couple of 

minor factory assembly marks in mint type F3 

transitional box. Outstanding example. Sold for 
£460, Vectis, December.

Matchbox Superfast 8a Ford Mustang,

burnt orange body, red interior, gloss black 

base, 5-spoke wide wheels. Near mint to mint 

with a couple of minor factory assembly 

marks to base in generally near mint type F3 

transitional box. Superb example. Sold for 
£240, Vectis, December.

Matchbox Superfast 19a Lotus Formula 1 

Racing Car, metallic purple body with racing 

number 3 labels, bare metal base, spiro wheels. 

Near mint (glue just starting to show through 

side labels) in mint “New” type G box. Superb 

example. Sold for £120, Vectis, December.

Matchbox Superfast 22a Pontiac GP Coupe, 

metallic dark purple body, grey interior, 

gloss black base, large diameter solid 5-spoke 

narrow wheels with tread pattern cast. Near 

mint in excellent to excellent plus “New” type 

G box. Sold for £150, Vectis, December.

Matchbox Superfast 25a Ford Cortina, 

metallic brown body, clear windows held by 

domed roof rivet, ivory interior, bare metal 

base, solid small diameter 5-spoke narrow 

wheels. Excellent with some scratches to roof 

in near mint to mint type F3 transitional box. 

Sold for £200, Vectis, December.

Matchbox Superfast 46a Mercedes 300 SE 

Coupe, metallic gold body with opening doors, 

ivory interior, bare metal base, solid 5-spoke 

narrow wheels only one of which has tread 

pattern cast the others without. Near mint to 

mint in excellent plus type F3 transitional box. 

Sold for £130, Vectis, December.
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�Dinky Toys 25c reproduction trade box 

containing 6 original Flat Bed Trucks, 3 in 

green, 3 in fawn colour, all with age-related 

play wear but display well. Sold for £65, Lacy, 
Scott & Knight, December.

�Dinky Toys 30s original trade box containing 

4 Austin Wagons, in maroon with tan, tinplate 

tilts, 1 tilt overpainted, all with age-related 

play wear. Sold for £75, Lacy, Scott & Knight, 
December.

�Dinky Toys No.36b Bentley Two Seater 

Sports cars, in original Trade box containing 5 

examples in various colours with age-related 

wear. Sold for £120, Lacy, Scott & Knight, 
December.

�Dinky Toys No.36c original trade box of 6 

Humber Vogue Saloon cars, 4 in brown and 2 

finished in grey, all with age-related wear. Sold 
for £150, Lacy, Scott & Knight, December.

�Dinky Toys No.39a Packard “Super 8” 

Touring sedan’s, in original trade box 

containing 6 examples, with inner dividers, 

near mint, some age-related wear. Sold for 
£260, Lacy, Scott & Knight, December.

�Dinky Toys 40j Austin Somersets in 

reproduction trade box, containing 5 saloons, 

one in black and cream, 4 in light blue all with 

age-related wear. Sold for £110, Lacy, Scott & 
Knight, December.

�Dinky Toys No.30d original Vauxhall Trade 

box, containing 4 examples in green some with 

age-related wear. Sold for £110, Lacy, Scott & 
Knight, December.

�Dinky Toys No.30d original Vauxhall trade 

box, containing 4 examples, 3 brown and 

1 grey, two in superb condition, some with 

age-related wear. Sold for £100, Lacy, Scott & 
Knight, December.

�Dinky Toys No. 28n Delivery Van, (type 2), 

“Atco Motor Mowers Sales & Service”, some 

fatigue but a very good example, blue-tac 

applied to rear axle ends to hold it in place. 

Sold for £250, Lacy, Scott & Knight, December.

�Dinky Toys No. 28f Delivery Van, (type 2), 

“Palethorpes Royal Cambridge”, some fatigue 

and metal loss to top of wing, bonnet, roof and 

one side, with a glued repair to the rear doors 

- a fair example of a hard to find issue.Sold for 
£130, Lacy, Scott & Knight, December.

�Dinky Toys No. 28w Delivery Van, (type 2), 

“Osram Lamps”, yellow body, silver grille, 

smooth blue hubs with white tyres, some 

fatigue and metal loss to rear of roof and one 

side panel - a fair example of a hard to find 

model. Sold for £70, Lacy, Scott & Knight, 
December.

�Dinky Toys No. 28s Delivery Van, (type 

2), “Fry’s Cocoa”, brown body, silver grille, 

smooth brown hubs with white tyres, some 

fatigue and metal loss to the front wing and 

missing one windscreen pillar - a fair example 

of a hard to find model. Sold for £45, Lacy, 
Scott & Knight, December.

�Dinky Toys No. 152B Reconnaissance Car 

original trade box, containing 6 examples in 

military green, mixture of ridged and smooth 

hubs - all in good condition housed in original 

brown card box with replacement dividers. 

Sold for £440, Lacy, Scott & Knight, December.

�Dinky Toys No. 920 Guy Delivery Van in 

“Heinz 57 Varieties” livery, comprising of red 

cab and chassis with yellow back and ketchup 

bottle livery, housed in the original correct 

blue & white striped Dinky Toys card box. Sold 
for £150, Lacy, Scott & Knight, December.

�Dinky Toys No. 514 Guy Van ‘Weetabix’, 

consisting of yellow body, cab and chassis 

and matching hubs with Weetabix livery, sold 

in the original orange and white labelled all-

card box. Sold for £170, Lacy, Scott & Knight, 
December.



www.ccofgb.co.uk ❯❯ February 2022 • 31

PRICE GUIDE

�Hornby (China) R1076 “Virgin Trains” 

Pendolino Set (Digital) containing 4-car Virgin 

Trains, Class 390 Overhead Electric Pendolino 

consisting of Driving Trailer Cars No.390 012 

“Virgin Star” with Centre Cars, also with a 

factory fitted DCC decoder. Excellent in good 

plus inner box contained in good pictured 

outer box. Sold for £100, Vectis, December.

�Hornby (China) R2802XS Co-Co Engineers 

grey and yellow livery Class 50 Diesel Loco 

No.50015 “Valiant”, loco is still manufacturer 

tissue wrapped and therefore assumed mint 

in excellent to excellent plus complete with 

generally good pictured outer sleeve. Sold for 

£100, Vectis, December.

�Hornby (China) R2899XS Co-Co EWS maroon 

livery Class 60 Diesel Loco No.60042 “The 

Hundred of Hoo”, with factory fitted with DCC 

sound chip onboard, condition good plus to 

excellent in generally good plus box contained 

in good picture outer sleeve. Sold for £110, 

Vectis, December.

�Bachmann OO Gauge Bo-Bo Railfreight large 

logo grey Class 20 Diesel Loco, renumbered 

20118 and has a DCC sound chip onboard 

with address code 118, condition good plus to 

excellent in fair to good box for a blue Class 20 

Diesel Loco. Sold for £90, Vectis, December.

�Bachmann OO Gauge 31-519SF 2-car GWR 

green Class 158 DMU No.158768, with factory 

fitted DCC sound chip onboard with address 

code 766, condition excellent to excellent plus 

in excellent individual boxes contained in 

good plus to excellent outer box. Sold for £260, 

Vectis, December.

�Hornby (China) R3697 “Northern Belle” 

Train Pack, containing Co-Co West Coast 

Railways Class 57 No.57601 “Windsor Castle” 

with 3 Mk.2 Passenger Coaches (1st Open 

“Chatsworth” and “Warrick” along with Brake 

2nd “Mow Cop”, excellent to excellent plus in 

good plus to excellent pictured outer box. Sold 

for £100, Vectis, December.

�Bachmann OO Gauge 32-733 Co-Co EWS 

maroon livery Class 66 Diesel Loco No.66068, 

loco has been fitted with a DCC sound decoder 

with address code 68, condition excellent in 

generally good plus box. Sold for £110, Vectis, 

December.

�Bachmann OO Gauge 32-975 Co-Co 

Freightliner green livery Class 66 No.66952, 

loco has been fitted with DCC sound chip 

with address code 952, condition excellent 

in generally good box. Sold for £130, Vectis, 

December.

�Bachmann OO Gauge Co-Co DRS blue livery 

Class 37 Diesel Loco renumbered 37402 and 

renamed Stephen Middlemore, original donor 

loco number unknown but loco is fitted with 

DCC sound chip on address code 402, condition 

excellent in non-original donor loco box. Sold 

for £120, Vectis, December.

�Hornby (China) R2575 Co-Co Network South 

East blue Class 50 Diesel Loco No.50027 

“Lion”, loco has been fitted with DCC sound 

decoder with address code 27, conditions good 

plus to excellent in generally good original 

box. Sold for £110, Vectis, December.

�Hornby (China) R3673 Co-Co BR green livery 

Class 50 Diesel Loco No.50007 “Sir Edward 

Elgar”, this is a Kernow Model Rail Centre 

exclusive limited edition, loco has been fitted 

with a DCC sound decoder with address code 

7, condition excellent to excellent in excellent 

plus original box complete with pictured outer 

sleeve. Sold for £160, Vectis, December.

�Hornby (China) R2350 Co-Co Network South 

East blue livery Class 50 Diesel Loco No.50045 

“Achilles”, this is a factory weathered edition, 

loco has been fitted with a DCC sound decoder 

with address code 45, condition good plus to 

excellent in generallygood to good plus box 

complete with pictured outer sleeve. Sold for 

£120, Vectis, December.

�Hornby (China) R3658 Co-Co Network South 

East blue livery Class 50 Diesel Loco No.50033 

“Glorious”, fitted with DCC sound decoder on 

address code 33, Kadee coupling fitted to one 

end of loco, condition excellent to excellent 

plus in excellent to excellent plus box. Sold for 

£120, Vectis, December.

�Hornby (China) R2429 Co-Co Network South 

East blue livery Class 50 Diesel Loco No.50002 

“Superb”, factory weathered edition, loco has 

been fitted with a DCC sound decoder with 

address code 2, both couplings are unfitted but 

in bag in box, condition excellent in good to 

good plus box. Sold for £120, Vectis, December.

�Bachmann OO Gauge 32-370 Co-Co Direct 

Rail Services two-tone blue livery Class 

37 No.37405, loco has been fitted with a 

DCC sound decoder with address code 405, 

condition excellent to excellent plus in fair to 

good box but without the outer sleeve. Sold for 

£140, Vectis, December.
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�Tri-ang 00 Gauge R388 CKD EM2 Electric 

Locomotive BR blue 27002 ‘Aurora’, in original 

box with Pandora nameplates and numbers, 

in yellow foam, very good, box fair to good, 

a little fading. Sold for £60, Special Auction 
Services, December.

�Hornby 00 Gauge R2728 BR green Royal Scot 

Class Locomotive and Tender 46120 ‘Royal 

Inniskilling Fusilier’, in original box, excellent, 

box very good. Sold for £65, Special Auction 
Services, December.

�Hornby 00 Gauge R8211 Rolling Road, 

appears complete, no instructions, in original 

box, very good, box good, some fading. Sold for 
£60, Special Auction Services, December.

�Marks and Spencer Hornby R1104 The Night 

Scot Train Set, comprising LMS ‘Duchess of 

Sutherland’, three LMS maroon Coaches, oval 

of track plus siding, controller and Track mat, 

in original box, excellent, sealed, unused, 

box very good. Sold for £120, Special Auction 
Services, December.

�Marks and Spencer Hornby R1104 The Night 

Scot Train Set, comprising LMS ‘Duchess of 

Sutherland’, three LMS maroon Coaches, oval 

of track plus siding, controller and Track mat, 

in original box, excellent, sealed, unused, 

box very good. Sold for £120, Special Auction 
Services, December.

�Marks and Spencer Hornby R1091 The 

Royal Train Set, comprising LMS ‘Duchess of 

Sutherland’, two Royal coaches and maroon 

Coach, oval of track plus siding, controller and 

Track mat, in original box, excellent, sealed, 

unused, box very good. Sold for £120, Special 
Auction Services, December.

�Marks and Spencer Hornby R1091 The 

Royal Train Set, comprising LMS ‘Duchess of 

Sutherland’, two Royal coaches and maroon 

Coach, oval of track plus siding, controller and 

Track mat, in original box, excellent, sealed, 

unused, box very good. Sold for £90, Special 
Auction Services, December.

�Hornby 00 Gauge Harry Potter and The 

Philosopher’s Stone Hogwarts Express 

Electric Train Set, first issue set, comprising 

Hogwart’s Castle Locomotive and Tender, two 

coaches, oval of track, Station, Track Mat and 

Controller, in original box, excellent. Sold for 
£130, Special Auction Services, December.

�Hornby 00 Gauge R2310 BR green rebuilt 

Merchant Navy Class 35016 ‘Elder Fyffes’ 

Locomotive and Tender, in original box, 

excellent, appears unrun, box very good 

to excellent. Sold for £90, Special Auction 
Services, December.

�Bachmann Ltd Ed 00 Gauge NRM Platinum 

Collection Midland Railway 4-4-0 Compound, 

in crimson No 1000, Ltd Ed No 18, with plinth 

and unopened accessories, in original window 

box, excellent, appears unrun, box very good 

to excellent. Sold for £110, Special Auction 
Services, December.

�Bachmann 31-725NRM Ltd Ed 00 Gauge 

NRM Platinum Collection Great Western 

Railway 4-4-0 City Class Locomotive and 

Tender, No 3440 ‘City of Truro’, with plinth and 

unopened accessories, excellent. Sold for £160, 
Special Auction Services, December.

�Bachmann 00 Gauge 32-451A Central Trains 

green 170/1 Turbostar 2-Car DMU, in original 

boxes with sleeve, excellent, boxes very 

good. Sold for £90, Special Auction Services, 
December.

�Bachmann 00 Gauge 32-453 Anglia Railways 

blue/white 170/2 Turbostar 2-Car DMU, in 

original boxes with sleeve, excellent, boxes 

very good. Sold for £90, Special Auction 
Services, December.

�Bachmann OO Gauge Four Car EMU, a boxed 

31-425 4CEP EMU 7105 Class 411 in SR green 

livery, good to excellent, box fair to good. Sold 
for £90, Special Auction Services, December.

�Bachmann OO Gauge Four Car EMU, a boxed 

Class 4111 CEP EMU 7113 in BR blue/grey 

livery, good to excellent, box fair to good. Sold 
for £140, Special Auction Services, December.
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�Late issue Hornby-Dublo 3235 00 Gauge 

3-Rail West Country Class ‘Dorchester’ 

Locomotive and Tender No 34042, in BR green, 

with instructions, tested tag, guarantee and 

amended instructions slip dated June 1961. In 

original box, very good to excellent. Sold for 
£200, Special Auction Services, December.

�Hornby-Dublo 00 Gauge 3-Rail EDLT20 BR 

green ‘Bristol Castle’ Locomotive and Tender 

No 7013, in original plain blue box, very good, 

box good, light wear. Sold for £80, Special 
Auction Services, December.

�A part-boxed late-issue Hornby-Dublo 3235 

00 Gauge converted to 2-Rail West Country 

Class ‘Dorchester’ Locomotive and Tender, 

No 34042 in BR green, in base of original box 

with yellow insert, good, box poor. Sold for £90, 
Special Auction Services, December.

�Hornby-Dublo 00 Gauge 2-Rail LT25 BR 

black 2-8-0 Steam Locomotive and Tender, 

converted from 3-Rail, No 48158, in original 

blue/white striped box, very good, box 

fair. Sold for £35, Special Auction Services, 
December.

�Hornby-Dublo 00 Gauge pre-war Clockwork 

LMS black 2690 0-6-2 Tank Engine, in blue 

storage box, very good to excellent, some 

minor paint loss, tested well. Sold for £300, 
Special Auction Services, December.

�Hornby-Dublo 00 Gauge 3-Rail 3235 

West Country Class BR green ‘Dorchester’ 

Locomotive and Tender, with replacement 

2-Rail chassis and Tri-ang Couplings, No 34042, 

with two packing rings, in original blue striped 

picture box, very good to excellent, box fair 

to good, wear to edges. Sold for £70, Special 
Auction Services, December.

�Wrenn 00 Gauge W2224 BR black Class 

8F Locomotive and tender, No 48073, with 

instructions and one packing ring, in original 

box stamped Packer No 6, very good, box 

good to very good, tape damage to one corner 

of lid. Sold for £50, Special Auction Services, 
December.

�Tri-ang Wrenn 00 Gauge 2224 BR black 

Class 8F Locomotive and tender No 48073, 

with instructions and two long packing rings, 

in original box stamped Packer No 3, very 

good to excellent, box very good. Sold for £60, 
Special Auction Services, December.

�Wrenn 00 Gauge W2224 BR black Class 8F 

Locomotive and tender, No 48073, in original 

early unstamped box with yellow base, very 

good, box good. Sold for £50, Special Auction 
Services, December.

�Tri-ang Wrenn 00 Gauge W2212 ‘Sir Nigel 

Gresley’ Locomotive and tender, in LNER blue 

No 7 with correct Tri-ang Hornby Tender, with 

instructions, in original box stamped Packer 

No 6, very good, both nameplates have some 

nicks, box good to very good. Sold for £70, 
Special Auction Services, December.

�Tri-ang Wrenn 00 Gauge W2227 ‘City of 

Stoke-on-Trent’ Locomotive and tender, in LMS 

lined black No 6254, in original box stamped 

Packer No 6, excellent, box good to very good, 

general wear. Sold for £70, Special Auction 
Services, December.

�Wrenn 00 Gauge W2233 LMS black 0-6-0 

Diesel Shunter, No 7124, with instructions, 

spare Dublo couplings and packing rings, in 

original unstamped box, excellent, box good 

to very good. Sold for £50, Special Auction 
Services, December.

�Tri-ang Wrenn 00 Gauge 2211 BR green 

60022 ‘Mallard’ Locomotive and Tender, in 

original box with yellow base, excellent, very 

small nick to tender, box good to very good, 

wear to lid edges. Sold for £60, Special Auction 
Services, December.

�Tri-ang Wrenn 00 Gauge 2226 BR maroon 

46245 ‘City of London’, in original box stamped 

Packer No 3, excellent, box very good. Sold for 
£70, Special Auction Services, December.

�Tri-ang Wrenn 00 Gauge 2226 BR maroon 

46245 ‘City of London’ Locomotive and Tender, 

in original box with yellow base, good, loose 

footplate added, paint loss under cab roof and 

below coupling, box good with light wear. Sold 
for £50, Special Auction Services, December.



Welcoming entries for all 
our 2022 auctions:
 18th February  29th April  24th June

 26th August  28th October  16th December

We auction a range of toys and collectors models including:

 Diecast vehicles   Trains of all age and gauge

 Live steam engines  Lead and plastic figures

 Modern issue diecast  Retro Video Games

 Action Figures   Sci-fi toys

 Toys including Dinky, Corgi, Matchbox and farming and much, much more.

Please contact Oliver Leggett via OLeggett@lsk.co.uk or call 01284 748623

£6.99 • www.ccofgb.co.uk

TOY COLLECTORS

PRICE GUIDE
GAZETTE

COLLECTORS
07/11/2012   09:15:52

20222022
Produced in association with

YOUR ESSENTIAL FIELD GUIDE TO CLASSIC TOY COLLECTABLES

WHAT'S IT

WORTH?

CORGI • MATCHBOX • DINKY • TRI-ANG • BRITAINS AND MORE

We help put an estimate on your toy collection

Diecast, Railways, 
Tinplate, TV & Film, 

and online sale 
results!

£400K
WORTH OF

INCLUDING...

›› FILM FAVOURITES ›› TOP TINPLATE TOYS
›› DIECAST MODELS

■ From record-breaking Star 

Wars toys to James Bond cars

■ From robots to bikes and 

boats, we have it all covered
£6.99

■ Hundreds of models from 

Corgi, Dinky & many more

Bassett-Lowke 0 Gauge 2-rail electric ‘Standard’ 

0-6-0 Tank Locomotive, sold for £340.

18/10/2021   10:2218/10/2021   10:22

Available from all good news agents. Fully 
updated, this latest addition to the Toy 
Collectors Price Guide series follows the 

success of the sell-out 2021 annual. 

With over 1000 listings, all accompanied with 
detailed descriptions and colour photography, 
this is the ultimate way to estimate how much 

your vintage toy collection is worth.

Prefer to have it posted to you? 
Order directly from the Collectors Club of Great Britain

to claim FREE UK delivery!

Order today by calling 01778 392480
or go to ccofgb.uk/dcc-tcpg22 

*Overseas postage may apply

NOW ON SALE!

JUST
£6.99*

+P&P



Andrew Clark Models
Est. 1981 Collectors Toys

Email: andrew@andrewclarkmodels.com
Or post list to: Andrew Clark Models,
Unit 1, Toller Court, Shortbank Road,
Skipton, North Yorkshire. BD23 2HG

All Diecast, Tinplate, Toys and Trains
Top prices paid for;

Dinky, Corgi, Matchbox, Spot-On, Tinplate Toy, 
All Trains, Planes, Britains, Scalextric, White Metal 
Models, Minichamps, Quality 1/18 scale models, 
Plastic Kits (Airfix etc...), Modern Collectibles.

• Anything Considered
• Will collect and pay on the day
• Will pay in a method to suit you
• Large collections a speciallity, established 1981
• Many auction prices beaten

Call Andrew Today on 07753 804232 (Best Number) or 01756 793354

Check out andrewclarkmodels.com

Always a brilliant selection of Dinky, Corgi, 
Matchbox, Tinplate Toys, White Metal Models etc...
With new stock everyweek on our superb website!

Also listing on ebay every week 
Username: andrewclarkmodels2

WANTED NOW!

THE UK’S MODEL EXPERTHE UK’S MODEL EXPERTSTS
WE ARE AN INDEPENDENT FAMILY RUN BUSINESS, PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT BUSINESSES

Collectables R Us offers a mixture 

of new and vintage stock In store 

and online, with over 1,000 models 

available from around the world. 

Discover the largest stockist of 

movie die-cast models in the South.

www.collectablesrus.co.uk
Tel: 01494 440598 | Mob: 07476 379 158 Unit 6, The Chiterns,

High Wycombe,
HP13 5ES

Est. 2011. In Store & Online

R/C REPAIRS & 
TRAIN REPAIRS

Email: enquiries@collectablesrus.com

Bring in your R/C vehicles and 
model trains for a repair/service!

SCALEXTRIC
RACE & PLAY AREA

At the back of our store, you 
can come race our track with 

our GT Cars! 

We have a huge array of train sets, locomotives, rolling 

stock and scenery. We also sell R/C products, Humbrol 

paints and Plastic kits from all your favourite brands. In 

store we also have a 16 x 8ft model train layout which 

includes: A London Underground system, rollar coast-

er, Faller car system, huge mountains  and  much more.

WANTED!WANTED!

WWW.MINIATURE-AUTOWORLD.CO.UK

Andrew of  Miniature Autoworld is 
looking for all makes and scales of:

• Modern & Vintage Diecast Models
• White Metal & Resin Models 

• White Metal, Resin & Plastic Kits

• Modern & Vintage Toy Soldiers

Large Collections - Small Collections
- Surplus Stock 

Selling couldn’t be easier!Selling couldn’t be easier!
We will travel anywhere in the 

UK & Ireland! 
We can make payment by your 

preferred method!
Simply phone Andrew direct, anytime: 

01271 864061 or 07515 743152

Email us: 
miniature-autoworld@outlook.com

Or post details to:
Andrew Sutton, Miniature Autoworld, 
Green Ridge, West Down, Ilfracombe, 

Devon, EX34 8NF

Visit the website:



Great Fairs to Be At - Great Fairs to Buy At

THE PRESTWOOD AND ARGYLE SUITES, STAFFORD COUNTY
SHOWGROUND, WESTON ROAD, STAFFORD, ST18 0BD
Situated on the A518 Stafford to Uttoxeter road. Signposted from
junction 14 of the M6 motorway. Free parking.
Early Bird Entry from 8am £8. 

Adults £4, Senior Citizens £3.50, Children £1

SUNDAY 13TH MARCH
STAFFORD SHOWGROUND

A GREAT WEST MIDLANDS TOY FAIR

10.30am - 3pm MORE THAN

300
STALLS

160
STALLS

THE BIG ONE IN THE NORTH WEST

SUNSDAY 13TH FEBRUARY
BOLTON STADIUM

10.30am - 3pm
THE PREMIER SUITE, BOLTON STADIUM, HORWICH, 
NR. BOLTON, BL6 6SF.
Only 500 yards from junction 6 of the M61 motorway. Free Parking for thousands 
of cars. Horwich Parkway Railway Station is just 200 yards from the Stadium. 
Early Bird Entry from 8am £8. 
Adults £4, Senior Citizens £3.50, Children £1

 for thousands 
of cars. Horwich Parkway Railway Station is just 200 yards from the Stadium. 

280
STALLS

SUNDAY 20th FEBRUARY
DONCASTER EXHIBITION CENTRE, LEGER WAY, DONCASTER, DN2 6BB. 
Easy motorway access from the M1, M18, M62 and A1(M). 
Follow the brown racecourse signs. 
Free Parking for thousands of cars.
Early Bird Entry from 8am £10. 

Adults £4.50, Seniors £4, Children £1

DONCASTER RACECOURSE

ONE OF THE COUNTRY’S BEST FAIRS

10.30am - 3pm

ONE OF THE COUNTRY’S BEST FAIRS

MORE THAN
350

STALLS

10.30am - 3pm
SUNDAY 23rd JANUARY
THE CONNEXION, RYTON-ON-DUNSMORE, NR. COVENTRY, CV8 3FL.
The Connexion is just off the A45, with Free Parking for all visitors.
Early Bird Entry from 8am £7. 
Adults £3.50, Seniors £3, Children £1

HUNDREDS OF TOYS & MODELS FOR SALE

COVENTRY

10.30am - 3pm

SANDOWN PARK

SANDOWN EXHIBITION CENTRE, SANDOWN PARK 
RACECOURSE, ESHER, SURREY, KT10 9AJ.
Only 5 miles from junction 10 of the M25. From central London take the A3 to Esher. 
Free Parking for 6,000 cars. Nearby Esher Railway Station is just 25 - 30 minutes from 
London Waterloo, Victoria and Clapham Junction Stations. 
Early Bird Entry from 8am £12.
Adults £6.50, Seniors £6, Children £2.

EUROPE’S No.1 TOY COLLECTORS FAIR

SATURDAY 26th FEBRUARY 500
STALLS

www.bpfairs.com Tel: 01604 846688 / 07966 527177



I
’m probably not going to win 

many friends amongst the 

Palitoy crowd, but I shall 

state it here that I hated the 

Eagle Eyes Action Man when 

they came out and if I’m honest, 

I still do.

I could just about put up with 

those slowly crumbling gripping 

hands, great though they initially 

were. I marvelled at the ‘new 

physique’ and understood the 

chaste reasoning behind the blue 

underpants. To me however, the 

Eagle Eyes just looked like a 

good idea badly executed.

To put things into perspective 

we need to rewind back to that 

long, hot summer of 1976. I was 

8 years old and very much into 

Action Man. I won’t bore you 

with an inventory but let’s just 

say my mission to get my booklet 

full of 21 stars and receive my 

‘free’ Action Man by return post 

was well under way. For the 

uninitiated, depending on retail 

value, Action Man packaging 

carried star tokens that could be 

cut out and stuck into a booklet. 

A few stars would net you a small 

gift but if you collected 21 stars 

you could get your hands on the 

Ed Karswell keeps an eye out for Action Man...

Toy
main prize. Action Man was never 

a cheap toy which made this offer 

all the sweeter.

Now I really liked the benign 

expression of the painted face 

figures, it was inscrutable with 

maybe a touch of humour and 

menace in equal measure. You 

could project any mood or 

persona onto him, and he did and 

still does look, well, cool. Oh, and 

did I mention he was photogenic?

But this seemingly wasn’t 

enough, and it was with much 

fuss that Palitoy announced their 

new leap forward in realism, 

the ‘Eagle Eyes’ Action Man. 

It was hard to resist Palitoys 

publicity machine with its glossy 

catalogues, advertising and 

generally flawless PR convincing 

you that the next big thing was of 

course a good thing. Then there 

was the peer pressure. If we 

weren’t all asking for a Bionic 

Man for Christmas, then why 

wouldn’t we all want one of these 

new-fangled Eagle Eye things?

It was a clever design and not 

unlike a ventriloquists dummy, it 

utilised a small lever at the back 

of the head to operate the eyes 

from side to side. By necessity 

IN-DEPTH
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Stories
the eyes and indeed the apertures 

for them had to be bigger to 

accommodate the mechanism 

inside the head. When I first got 

my hands on one, I have to say 

wasn’t impressed at all with it. To 

my eyes he didn’t look like he was 

about to undertake a dangerous 

mission, rather he was having 

his temperature taken by a vet. 

He always looked surprised, as if 

I’d suggested forgetting all this 

war stuff and bunking off to read 

comics instead. As for the name, 

well the less said the better.

Now we come to the durability 

issue. Apart from a touch of 

alopecia, painted face Action Men 

were pretty tough toys and could 

withstand most rough play. I 

remember a game we played that 

basically involved us bombing an 

Action Man outpost with (wince 

now) clods of earth. During this 

bombardment a friends’ Eagle 

Eye took a direct hit rendering 

him permanently cross eyed. To 

our everlasting shame we boys 

laughed so hard we didn’t even 

notice him storming off back to 

his house. Rather than sulking, 

what he should have done was 

written a stinking letter to the 

product development team for 

making the pair of them look so 

foolish.

Even today if I visit a toy 

fair I smile when I see rows of 

immaculately turned out Eagle 

Eyes Action men with their 

googly eyes following me around 

the room... not that I’m paranoid 

or anything! There are, no doubt, 

fans out there for the Eagle Eye 

as everyone’s nostalgia is locked 

into a particular period. I won’t 

mention my brief flirtation with 

Matchboxes’ Fighting Furies 

dolls here for that very reason. 

Also, before anyone thinks I’m 

seriously knocking Action Man 

I still maintain that as a toy 

line it was one of the best both 

in conception and execution, 

whose quality was never really 

matched.

As for me, I did manage 

to fill my book with 21 stars 

and tentatively mail it back to 

Palitoy. After three long weeks 

a plain brown box arrived, I 

opened it with more than a little 

trepidation to find a painted face 

Action Man inside. I mused that 

somebody in despatch, must have 

read my mind. CG



A
grey, foggy day 

didn’t deter the 

faithful in mid-

December from 

driving to this venue. Sited 

at the Leisure Centre, it’s 

easily accessed from the 

motorway system, which 

has to add to its appeal. 

Barry was officiating 

and after suitable festive 

exchanges, it was down to 

business.

Around 170 tables 

required reconnoitring and 

I was surprised to come 

across one or two familiar 

faces from my southern 

swapmeet coverage days. 

Steve Viccars was one: as 

ever, he was purveying 

plenty of plastic. Some 

bagged groups of Asterix 

figures were £15 a time 

(made in Taiwan!) and his 

Cherilea WW2 infantry 

set in a window box (albeit 

lacking the cellophane) 

looked good value at £30.

Not far from him was 

another figure dealer, Mick 

Vaughan. His shelves were 

largely given over to Timpo, 

with Apaches, Mexicans, 

Romans and Great Helm 

knights predominating. 

These vary considerably 

in price according to 

the moulded colour 

combinations: a standard 

❯❯ OUT & ABOUT
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Alwyn Brice dropped by Barry Potter’s fair at Ryton-on-Dunsmore.

collectables
Roman might be £12 but he 

had a scarce example with a 

white tunic and brown belt 

for £220. The white-gloved 

US Cavalry are always 

popular and his were 

pegged at £22 each.

His other item of interest 

was a virtually mint Distler 

Porsche cabriolet in 

bright red. Complete with 

instructions and steering 

column, it was marred only 

by the perished shroud that 

attaches the cable to the 

steering wheel. It had been 

reduced to £200 for a quick 

sale.

I saw plenty of kits at the 

event, leading me to suspect 

Coventry
that kit building is perhaps 

a popular hobby around 

the Midlands. Large and 

small examples abounded, 

most Airfix and Tamiya, 

but there were other gems 

if you looked hard enough. 

Peter Stait had the most 

eclectic selection: a self-

confessed modeller, he and 

I reminisced over the good 

old days when bagged Airfix 

kits were 2/6d and we all got 

high on polystyrene cement.

Of note was his Visible 

Woman kit from Renwal, 

a famous product of the 

1960s (a Visible Man was 

also available). Comprising 

a transparent body with 

all the skeleton and other 

parts to attach, this kit’s 

rubric mentioned that the 

kit contained the Miracle 

of Birth feature (namely 

a baby in the womb). This 

was actually an option and 

Peter thought that since 

the subject matter was 

possibly slightly risqué 

back then, not all the kits 

had it. It was £70 – but far 

cheaper at £10 was his re-

issue of the AMT Giant 

Scorpion diorama, one of 

the three in a series focused 

on overgrown wildlife. Two 

(rare) New Avengers kits 

were Purdey’s yellow TR7 

(£100) and Gambit’s Jaguar 
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ABOVE

Steve Viccar’s mint and boxed Cherilea infantry set had never been 

opened.

ABOVE

Very scarce three rail GWR locomotive and rolling stock set was shop fresh.

ABOVE

O gauge rules! Front to back: Hornby Caerphilly Castle; Bassett-

Lowke George V; Hornby Royal Scot.

XJS at £120 – these were 

by Revell. Finally, an Airfix 

Superfreighter aircraft was 

interesting since it was the 

early issue; it was priced at 

£55.

Other unusual 

merchandise included 

a Dr Who Give-a-Show 

projector by Chad Valley, 

with all the necessary 

slides, at £120. Chad Valley 

produced a projector for 

various television tie-

ins but apparently the Dr 

Who version is somewhat 

uncommon.

John Nesbitt had brought 

along several boxed Hornby 

HO/OO gauge three rail 

sets, which are always a 

treat to see. Standing out, 

though, was a rarity in the 

shape of a GWR locomotive 

and three trucks. This was a 

1948 set and was complete 

with all its paperwork, 

down to the ‘tested paper’ 

tag. Quite a find - in drab 

grey but not cheap at £325.

Still on railways, Richard 

Taylor told me that he’s 

having trouble sourcing 

O gauge railway items. I 

wasn’t surprised, for he 

had a stall full of the stuff! 

More seriously, though, I 

would have thought that 

this gauge would have been 

abundant, because modern 

houses are simply not big 

enough to entertain even a 

modest O gauge layout. At 

£195 was a smart Bassett-

Lowke George V loco and 

tender, whilst £375 would 

have secured the County of 

Bedford from the Hornby 

stable. An early snowplough 

from Hornby in drab grey 

also caught my eye, which 

was marked up at £75.

Richard also has a soft 

spot for steam-powered 

models and was selling a 

Marklin steam road roller 

from the early 1930s for 

£350. A selection of Willesco 

stationary engines was 

also on the stall, as was a 

ABOVE Chad Valley Give-a-

Show projector: great nostalgia 

for the Doctor fans.

ABOVE This large mystery submarine puzzled everybody – any 

ideas?

LEFT

Lovely 1940s 

tinplate searchlight 

lorry would have 

brightened up those 

winter evenings

ABOVE Tmpressively svelte 

Bowman’s launch was from the 

days before Health ’n Safety 

filled in Britain’s ponds

steam-powered Bowman 

“Swallow” launch, complete 

with its wooden packaging 

case. This latter’s hull had 

been repainted at some 

point but all the motive 

power paraphernalia was 

present and it was for sale 

at £225.

On the subject of pond 

life, Rod Blest’s large 

wooden submarine had 

been intriguing many over 

the last few swapmeets. An 

impressive replica, it had 

been designed to skim along 

the surface and was well 

engineered, with everything 

required for radio control 

operation. But had it been 

constructed from a kit or 

from woodworking plans? 

Or had it been scratchbuilt? 

No-one had come up with an 

answer. For sale at £100, he 

admitted that if no-one was 

tempted, he would happily 

keep it.

Dealer Steve Kilmurry 

was another familiar face 

and his stand covered 

military as well as civil 

subjects, with a good 

selection of mint and 

boxed Lesney 1-75 series. 

A Britains 155mm Long 

Tom with box was £125, the 

same price as a Britains 

18in Howitzer, with box 

and most of its ordnance. 

His Hausser tinplate 

searchlight truck stood 

out also: with composition 

driver and working light, 

this pairing was tagged 

at £295. As for Tuf Tots in 

blister packs: when did 

you last see one? These 

Lone*Star toys are scarce 

today and Steve had several 

examples, all mint, for sale 

at £25 a time.

Finally, a model that I’d 

never seen before appeared 

on Paul Jones’ stall. Priced 

at a reasonable £40, the 

Panoramic Bus by Mettoy 

was simply charming and 

was in very good condition. 

It dated from the 1950s. CG



EXETER (Westpoint)EXETER (Westpoint)

Giant Toy & Train Collectors FairGiant Toy & Train Collectors Fair

Westpoint Arena, Clyst St Mary, Exeter. EX5 1DJWestpoint Arena, Clyst St Mary, Exeter. EX5 1DJ

Up to

300 Stalls

Sunday 20th February

Shepton MalletShepton Mallet

Toy & Train Collectors Fair Toy & Train Collectors Fair

Royal Bath & West Showground BA4 6QNRoyal Bath & West Showground BA4 6QN

Up to

300 Stalls

Sunday 30th January
10.30am--2.30pm

Call us on 01373 452857 or 07917 125641
Email: bulldogfairs@aol.com

web site: www.bulldogfairs.com

Probably the Best Toy Collectors Fairs in the West

Three Counties Showground

MalvernMalvern

Sunday 6th FebruarySunday 6th February

Old and modern collectables: DINKY**CORGI**SPOT-ON**HORNBY**Lego**Scalextric

MAINLINE**MARKLIN**LLEDO**DOLLS AND TEDDIES **Star wars ++++ 10000’s more

Toy Collectors FairToy Collectors Fair

MEGA

In the Severn Hall

Post Code WR13 6NW

10.30-2.30

Bulldog FairsBulldog Fairs
Great Toy Collectors Fairs in the Southwest of England

Probably the Best Toy Collectors Fairs in the West

Admission: Adults £4.00 each

16yrs and under free with paying adult

Early Bird from 08.30 £12.00

180 stalls

1000’s of toys and models for sale.
Dealers from all over the UK.

Trains*Boats*Cars*Trucks and Planes

Admission: Adults £4.00 each
16yrs and under free with paying adult

Early Bird from 08.30 £10.00

Covid Pass needed for All Events

You will need to wear a face covering while indoors at all times unless you are exempt

You will also need a for indoor events. If you do not have one call 119 and select

“NHS Covid Pass Service”. Or search “Get Your Covid Pass”. More info on our website, address below.

COVID PASS

HUNTINGDON BANK HOL MONDAY 29TH 

For bookings and further information

please telephone Lorraine on 

www.j-jwebbtoyfairs.com

01522 880383

Email: jandjfairs@virginmedia.com

01522 880383

LINCOLNSHIRE SUNDAY 30TH JANUARY 2022
The Exhibition Centre, Lincolnshire Showground, Lincoln, LN2 2NA

10am - 2.30pm ›› approx. 150 tables ›› 6ft table £32 
›› Ad £3, Sen £2.50, 1st Ch £2

ST IVES SUNDAY 27TH FEBRUARY 2022
One Leisure St Ives, Burgess Hall Events & Conference Centre, Westwood Road, 

St Ives, Cambridgeshire, PE27 6WU. 
10am - 2.30pm ›› approx. 125 tables ›› 6ft table £32 ›› Ad £3, Sen £2.50, 1st Ch £2

ST IVES SUNDAY 10TH APRIL 2022
One Leisure St Ives, Burgess Hall Events & Conference Centre, Westwood Road, 

St Ives, Cambridgeshire, PE27 6WU. 
10am - 2.30pm ›› approx. 125 tables ›› 6ft table £32 ›› Ad £3, Sen £2.50, 1st Ch £2

LINCOLNSHIRE SUNDAY 6TH MARCH 2022
The Exhibition Centre, Lincolnshire Showground, Lincoln, LN2 2NA

10am - 2.30pm ›› approx. 150 tables ›› 6ft table £32 
›› Ad £3, Sen £2.50, 1st Ch £2

LINCOLNSHIRE SUNDAY 8TH MAY 2022
The Exhibition Centre, Lincolnshire Showground, Lincoln, LN2 2NA

10am - 2.30pm ›› approx. 150 tables ›› 6ft table £32 
›› Ad £3, Sen £2.50, 1st Ch £2

SPALDING SUNDAY 20TH MARCH 2022
Springfi elds Events & Conference Centre, Camelgate, Spalding, Lincs PE12 6ET

10am - 2.30pm ›› approx. 150 tables ›› 6ft table £32 
›› Ad £3, Sen £2.50, 1st Ch £2

EDINBURGH VINTAGE 
TOYS

I BUY and SELL quality Dinky, Corgi, Matchbox, 

Hornby Dublo and modern diecast (all conditions 

considered). Top cash prices paid. If you want to 

ADD to or SELL your COLLECTION please call 

me or just send me an email.

www.edinburghvintagetoys.co.uk

Tel: 01506 793677 Mob: 07851 979667

Email: davidkidd20@live.co.uk

TWO new shows for 2022 from TWO new shows for 2022 from 

SRP TOYFAIRS!SRP TOYFAIRS!

WORTHING
Durrington High School, The Boylevard, Worthing, BN13 1JX 

Three long malls of toystalls and possibly train layouts!
FIRST SHOW Sunday 20th February 9.45am - 1.15pm

Adults £2.50 Accompanied under 18s free
Car parking available for 350 & refreshments on site

Future dates - 10th April, 19th June, 25th September, 20th November

NEW EVENING FAIR AT WEST KINGSDOWN
West Kingsdown Village Hall, London Road, West Kingsdown, TN15 6BZ, 

Junction 3 off M25 and follow A20, venue on the right after around 7 miles 
Opens Tuesday 22nd February 6.15pm - 8.15pm

Adults £1.50, accompanied under 18s free

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: GERRY ON 07739 998012 | srptoys1@hotmail.co.uk 
www.ccofgb.co.uk

For all the latest collecting 

news, reviews, in-depth articles 

and event dates!



SRP TOYFAIRS SRP TOYFAIRS PresentsPresents

srptoys1@hotmail.co.uk  

ALL DATES ARE SUBJECT TO GOVERNMENT GUIDLELINES, PLEASE WEAR 
FACEMASKS UNLESS EXEMPT, HAND SANITISER STATIONS PROVIDED AT SHOW

srptoys1@hotmail.co.uk  
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: GERRY ON 07739 998012FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: GERRY ON 07739 998012

NEW ADULT PRICE £2.50 ALL CHILDREN UNDER 18 FREE!

WORTHING, W. SUSSEX
SUNDAY 20 FEBRUARY 9.45am - 1.15pm

DURRINGTON HIGH SCHOOL, THE BOYLEVARD, WORTHING, BN13 1JX

HERNE BAY, KENT
SATURDAY 5 MARCH 9.45am - 1.15pm

HERNE BAY HIGH SCHOOL, BULLOCKSTONE ROAD, HERNE BAY, KENT, CT6 7NS

DITTON, KENT
SUNDAY 27 MARCH  9.45am - 1.15pm

DITTON COMMUNITY CENTRE, KILN BARN ROAD, DITTON, KENT, ME20 6AH

ORPINGTON, KENT
SUNDAY 13 MARCH 9.45am - 1.15pm

CROFTON HALLS, ORPINGTON, KENT, BR6 8PR

MIDHURST, WEST SUSSEX
SATURDAY 22 JANUARY 9.45am - 1.15pm

THE GRANGE, BEPTON ROAD, MIDHURST, WEST SUSSEX, GU29 9HD

RAYLEIGH, ESSEX
SUNDAY 6 FEBRUARY 9.45am - 1.15pm
SWEYNE PARK SCHOOL, RAYLEIGH, ESSEX SS6 9BZ

ORPINGTON, KENT
SUNDAY 13 FEBRUARY 9.45am - 1.15pm

CROFTON HALLS, ORPINGTON, KENT, BR6 8PR

HAWKINGE, KENT
SATURDAY 19 MARCH 9.45am - 1.15pm

HAWKINGE COMMUNITY CENTRE, HERON FORSTAL AVENUE, HAWKINGE, CT18 7FP

RAYLEIGH, ESSEX
SUNDAY 20 MARCH 9.45am - 1.15pm
SWEYNE PARK SCHOOL, RAYLEIGH, ESSEX SS6 9BZ

WORTHING, W. SUSSEX
SUNDAY 10 APRIL9.45am - 1.15pm

DURRINGTON HIGH SCHOOL, THE BOYLEVARD, WORTHING, BN13 1JX

MIDHURST, WEST SUSSEX
FRIDAY 15 APRIL 9.45am - 1.15pm

THE GRANGE, BEPTON ROAD, MIDHURST, WEST SUSSEX, GU29 9HD

TEL: (01622) 298159

(01732) 840787
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5 MINS WALK FROM

TOWN CENTRE.

MAIDSTONE WEST & EAST 

RAILWAY STATIONS. PARK

AND RIDE SERVICE STOPS 

NEARBY. CLOSE TO MOTORWAYS 

M20 AND M2. LARGE ON-SITE 

CAR PARK (P&D).  ALL DAY 

REFRESHMENTS

PLENTY TO 
SEE ALL DAY 

-TOYS, TRAINS, DOLLS, 

TEDDY BEARS, MODELS 

& MORE. FURTHER 
INFORMATION

presenting the 43rd Elsecar Toy & Train Fair
Tuesday 15th February

Elsecar Heritage Centre, S. Yorks Brown ‘Elsecar Heritage’ signs off  Jct. 36 M1

Space for 150+ stalls @ £15 6� , £28 12� 

Tinplate • Collectable Toys • Dolls • Model Railways • Diecast Models

Newcomen Fairs Ltd, Elsecar Heritage Centre, Nr Barnsley, S. Yorks., S74 8HJ

t: 01226 744425 e: sales@newcomenfairs.co.ukwww.newcomenfairs.co.uk

Admission: Adults £1.50 7pm - 9pm

Early Bird Entry £2 @ 5pm

Thursday
27th January

TONBRIDGE

The Angel Centre, Angel Lane, 
Tonbridge TN9 1SF

6.30pm - 8.30pm

For more details please call:
07810 513576 or 07866 641215

Thursday 
10th February

THEYDON BOIS

Theydon Bois Village Hall, Coppice Row, Theydon Bois, 
Nr Epping, Essex CM16 7ER

Admission: £1

7pm - 9pm

For more details please call:
07866 641215

R. M. Toys Ltd
Are Proud To Announce

London’s No 1 Sunday Toy Collectors Fair

KEMPTON PARK
TOY FAIR

At: Kempton Park Racecourse, Staines Road East,
Sunbury on Thames, Middlesex. M3 Jct 1 onto A308

ON

SUNDAY 2nd December 2012
10.30am - 3.30pm

Adults - £3.50  OAPs - £3.00  Children - £1.00
Early Entry Buyers - £10.00 (8.30am onwards)

Approx 200 tables of toy and model dealers, buying, selling 
and part exchanging a wide variety of collectables including 

Model Railways, Models Cars and Buses, Scalextric, Dolls and 
Teddy Bears, White Metal, Aircraft, Display Cabinets, 

Memorabilia and much much more

For information and booking details please contact 
Russell Martin on 023 9238 1529 or 07957 823507

Future date: 6th January 2013

SUNDAY 13th February
10.30am - 3.00pm

Future dates: 15th May, 2nd Oct, 4th Dec

Adults - £5.00 OAPs - £4.00 Children - £1.00

Early Entry Buyers - £10.00 (8.30am onwards)

At: Kempton Park Racecourse, Staines Road East

Sunbury on Thames, Middlesex TW16 5AQ. M3 Jct 1 onto A308

Approx 200 tables of toy and model dealers, buying, 

selling and part exchanging a wide variety of collectables 

including Model Railways, Model Cars and Buses, 

Scalextric, Dolls and Teddy Bears, White Metal, Aircraft, 

Display Cabinets, Memorabilia and much much more

For information and booking details please contact

Russell Martin on 023 9238 1529 or 07957 823507

KEMPTON PARK 
TOY FAIR

TANKS
OF WWII

Your guide to 
178 tank models, 

variants and 
prototypes 

from the global 
confl ict.

■BLUEPRINTS ■RARE PHOTOS ■STATS ■ 3D ILLUSTRATIONS

TANKS
OF WWII

www.militaria-history.co.uk • Winter 2021 • £9.99

Your guide to 178 tank 
models, variants and 
prototypes from the 
global confl ict

SPECIAL COLLECTOR’S EDITION

W
IN

! W
IN

! W
IN

!

ALLIED &
AXIS TANKS

The men with 
radical, new tactics 
and those who 
excelled in the fi eld

❯❯TANK MEDIA Great museums to visit, tank militaria to collect plus models and tank games to play

£9.99

FAMOUS TANK
COMMANDERS

Production details, 
contemporary photos, 
blueprints and key 
model specifi cations

✚✚ ✚✚

KEY TANK BATTLESKEY TANK BATTLES

How armour defi ned the 
action at Khalkhin Gol, El 
Alamein, Kursk and more

✚✚

WORTH

£210

Now available in all good newsagents. 
Order online from

militaria.ma/tanksofww2

or by calling 01778 392489

164-page
SPECIAL

COLLECTOR’S 
EDITION!



tin to a keen collector who didn’t 

wince at my £80 price tag. I 

already had one myself when this 

one turned up which is the only 

reason I was selling this splendid 

piece. 

Another rare item to fi nd a new 

home with a happy collector was 

a rare walking boy Jonathan from 

that lovely set of Cococub fi gures 

issued in tins of Bourneville 

Children’s Cocoa in the 1930s. 

It’s still one of the hardest of the 

Cococubs to fi nd and was well 

worth my asking price of £65.

A nice boxed FROG Penguin 

racing car powered by an elastic 

band and it great condition sold for 

thirty quid to a collector aiming to 

acquire the complete set.

A Morestone International 

‘Trucks of the World’ series 

Refrigeration Truck in excellent 

condition didn’t hang around for 

long and was soon snapped up 

for £45. It was the rarer version 

with the two tone tractor unit fi rst 

produced in 1958.

And fi nally folks, still on the 

subject of Morestone, a ‘Modern 

Products’ six-wheeled Foden 

Dumper Truck in mint-boxed 

condition and priced at £45 found 

H
i folks! Well here we 

are in 2022 hoping 

that this will be a far 

better year than the 

one we’ve just left 

behind, although the way things 

have recently developed with the 

Covid-19 situation we’re clearly 

not out of the woods yet!

I must admit that I’m not the 

world’s greatest fan of Christmas 

markets but a small gang of 

us from the local, led by rail 

buff Steamy Steve, persuaded 

me to travel by train to a small 

Yorkshire market town for a few 

beers and a mosey around all the 

festive stalls. To my surprise a 

couple of traders were pedalling a 

bit of junk so for half an hour or 

so I was a happy bunny foraging 

for that tasty morsel around the 

junk stalls. I couldn’t believe my 

eyes when I clocked a small box of 

old Christmas cracker novelties 

priced at the princely sum of one 

pound! It looked like someone’s 

lifelong collection probably found 

during a house clearance. There 

were 65 different novelties in 

all with many dating back to the 

1950s. They included rifl es and 

pistols along with all manner 

of whistles and badges, most of 

which were plastic and made in 

Hong Kong… What a magical fi nd!

Still on the subject of 

collectable plastic another FAB 

fi nd was an old football badge 

from the 1960s which I bagged at 

the only car boot sale still running 

in my area at this time of year. It 

showed a picture of Wolves legend 

Ernie Hunt who, in his later days 

at Coventry City, scored one of 

the most amazing goals ever seen 

on Match of the Day. It happened 

in October 1970 and involved 

Ernie’s team mate Willie Carr 

who cleverly trapped the ball 

between his ankles and fl icked it 

up for Hunt to nonchalantly volley 

it past Everton’s goalkeeper and 

into the net. They called it the 

‘donkey kick’ goal and it still gets 

talked about today despite rule 

changes banning any further 

attempts at it. I remember all the 

kids at school trying it but without 

the same success as Ernie and 

Willie. The badge cost me a fi ver 

which was a really great price by 

my reckoning.

Despite plastic becoming a 

hugely unpopular product in 

recent years, I was pleased to fi nd 

a really nice vintage Adidas fl ight 

bag in a vintage shop. I have fond 

memories of these handy shoulder 

bags during my footballing days 

back in the 1970s and 80s. It was 

a real snip at a fi ver and in great 

condition with a fully working zip. 

These old bags are hugely popular 

today but fi nding them in good 

nick like this one is getting hard.

A Gaumont Children’s Cinema 

Club badge bought for three 

pounds brought back happy 

memories of me and my sister 

going to Saturday morning fi lm 

shows down at our local picture 

house in the Swinging Sixties. 

It was sheer bedlam most of 

the time with ice cream carton 

tops whizzing down from the 

balcony like fl ying saucers! I can’t 

grumble at paying a mere three 

quid for this lovely bit of 1960s 

nostalgia.

Having a passion for big 

colourful toffee tins I was over 

the moon after snapping up 

a great Rowntree’s toffee tin 

showing those erstwhile Cocoa 

Nibs Kids. It was bought from 

an antique centre for thirty quid 

and is sitting nicely in my own 

collection at present.

Still on the subject of nice big 

toffee tins it didn’t take long to 

sell a superb Walters Palm Toffee 

a new home in a collection of 

heavy plant models owned by one 

of my regular customers. I’ve had 

the pleasure of seeing his terrifi c 

collection at model shows and 

it is truly amazing! It’s always 

good to fi nd items that keep your 

customers happy!

On the subject of happiness 

my New Year kicked off in great 

style down the local with a 1980s 

disco bursting to the seams 

with overweight over fi fties 

struggling to keep up with their 

old dancefl oor routines! All the 

old classics boomed out until 

the early hours from the likes of 

Duran Duran, Human League, 

Erasure and Earth, Wind and 

Fire. The highlight of the evening 

was ‘Dave the Rave’s’ customary 

Highland Fling at midnight 

wearing his cute little yellow 

tartan kilt, a remnant of his days 

as a vociferous member of Ally 

MacLeod’s marauding Tartan 

Army, much to the delight of our 

glamourous Glaswegian landlady 

Lily… Oh what a night… and what 

a welcome to 2022! 

Well that’s about all this time 

folks. Keep warm, stay safe and, 

as always, be lucky! CG

bsolete
Our monthly gaze into the weird but wonderful world of 

collector/dealer Obsolete Oz. Buying and selling since the 

1970s, Oz has developed a great knack for unearthing some 

amazing finds from flea markets, antique fairs, car boot sales, 

rubbish skips and even the local tip.zO
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›› TREASURE HUNTING

LEFT

In an excellent 

box this 

Modern 

Dumper 

Truck was 

snapped up by 

a keen plant 

machinery 

model 

collector.
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IN-DEPTH

LEFT

One of the 

hardest to find of 

all the Cadbury 

Cococub figures 

this walking boy 

Jonathan sold for 

sixty five pounds.

ABOVE

Dating from the 1960s this plastic star badge shows 

Ernie Hunt in his Wolverhampton Wanderers days.

BELOW

This genuine Vintage Adidas shoulder bag was a great 

find and reminded Oz of his footballing days.

ABOVE

This splendid Christmas cracker novelty collection was snapped up 

for a mere £1.00. Lucky old Oz!

RIGHT

Oz snapped up this splendid 

Rowntree’s toff ee tin for £30 

and promptly added it to his 

own ever growing tin collection.

LE

Thi

ABOVE

This Gaumont Children’s Cinema Club lapel badge was a great 

buy for a mere three pounds.

LEFT

Sold to a fellow collector this lovely Palm Toff ee tin 

made a healthy £80.

FAR LEFT

Still boxed and in excellent condition this FROG 

elastic powered racing car soon found a happy new 

owner.

BELOW

This rare version of the Morestone 

‘International Refrigeration Truck’ was in 

excellent unboxed condition.



15 FEBRUARY

•  Elsecar, Newcomen Fairs, 

01226 744425

19 FEBRUARY

•  Maidstone, Maidstone Vintage Toy Fair, 

01622 298159 or 01732 840787

•  Llangollen, Chris Dyer Fairs, 

01643 702757 or 07966 694579

20 FEBRUARY

•  Worthing, SRP Toy Fairs, 

07739 998012

•  Doncaster, BP Fairs, 

01604 846688 or 07966 527177

•  Exeter, Bulldog Fairs, 

01373 452857

22 FEBRUARY

•  West Kingsdown, SRP Toy Fairs, 

07739 998012

26 FEBRUARY

•  Sandown Park, BP Fairs, 

01604 846688 or 07966 527177

27 FEBRUARY

•  St Ives, J&J Fairs, 

01522 880383

  AUCTIONS

21 JANUARY

•  Stockton-on-Tees, Vectis, 

01642 750616

25 JANUARY

•  Newbury, Special Auction Services,  

01635 580595

26 JANUARY

•  Stockton-on-Tees, Vectis, 

01642 750616

 FAIRS

22 JANUARY

•  Midhurst, SRP Toy Fairs, 

07739 998012

23 JANUARY

•  Coventry, BP Fairs, 

01604 846688 or 07966 527177

•  Potters Bar, Joe Lock, 

07866 641215 or 01279 301407

•  Newton Abbot, Ray Heard, 

01823 480097

27 JANUARY

•  Tonbridge, Joe Lock, 

07866 641215 or 07810 513576

30 JANUARY

•  Shepton Mallet, Bulldog Fairs, 

01373 452857

•  Lincolnshire, J&J Fairs, 

01522 880383

6 FEBRUARY

•  Malvern, Bulldog Fairs, 

01373 452857

•  Rayleigh, SRP Toy Fairs, 

07739 998012

10 FEBRUARY

•  Theydon Bois, Joe Lock, 

07866 641215

13 FEBRUARY

•  Bolton, BP Fairs, 

01604 846688 or 07966 527177

•  Kempton, RM Toys, 

023 9238 1529 or 07957 823507

•  Orpington, SRP Toy Fairs, 

07739 998012

29 JANUARY

•  Kings Langley, Excalibur Auctions, 

02036 330913

•  Lymington, Lymington Auctions, 

01590 679487

14 FEBRUARY

•  Lewes, Wallis & Wallis, 

01273 480208

16 FEBRUARY

•  Kent, C&T Auctioneers, 

01233 510050

•  Stockton-on-Tees, Vectis, 

01642 750616

17 FEBRUARY

•  Stockton-on-Tees, Vectis, 

01642 750616

18 FEBRUARY

•  Stockton-on-Tees, Vectis, 

01642 750616

•  Bury St Edmunds, Lacy Scott & Knight, 

01284 748623

22 FEBRUARY

•  Stockton-on-Tees, Vectis, 

01642 750616

23 FEBRUARY

•  Stockton-on-Tees, Vectis, 

01642 750616

24 FEBRUARY

•  Stockton-on-Tees, Vectis, 

01642 750616

28 FEBRUARY

•  Stockton-on-Tees, Vectis, 

01642 750616

•  Chester, UK Toy & Model Auctions, 

01270 652773 or 07892870729

❯❯EVENTS THIS MONTH

CLASSIFIEDS
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Pre-order Ramsay’s British 
Diecast 18th Edition today!

PRE- 

ORDER

The 17th Edition has now sold out but you can pre-order and 

guarantee your copy of the 18th Edition. This trusted guide 

is a must have for anyone looking to estimate Dinky Toys, 

Corgi, Matchbox, Models of Yesteryear, Tri-ang, Spot-on and 

Morestone. Buy directly from us and save almost £10!

The 18th Edition will go on sale end of September 2022. Pre-orders will not be dispatched before the on sale date.

CALL 01778 392480 OR VISIT: WWW.CCOFGB.UK/pre-18 



HERTFORDSHIRE

■ EXCALIBUR AUCTIONS

Kings Langley, Tel: 02036 330913 

www.excaliburauctions.com

KENT

■ C&T AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS

Kent, Tel: 01233 510050

enquiries@candtauctions.co.uk 

www.candtauctions.co.uk

LINCOLNSHIRE

■ GOLDING, YOUNG & MAWER

Bourne Tel: 01778 422686 

Grantham Tel: 01476 565118 

Lincoln Tel: 01522 524984 

www.goldingyoung.com

■ BATEMANS AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS

Stamford, Tel: 01780 766466

off ice@batemans.com

www.batemans.com

■ UNIQUE AUCTIONS

Lincoln, Tel: 01522 690444

off ice@unique-auctions.com

www.unique-auctions.com

LONDON

■ PRO AUCTION LTD

London, Tel: 01761 414000

info@proauction.ltd.uk

www.proauction.ltd.uk

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

■ NORTHGATE AUCTION ROOMS LTD

Newark,

Tel: 01636 605905 

www.northgateauctionroomsnewark.co.uk

SOMERSET

■ GREENSLADE TAYLOR HUNT

Taunton, Tel: 01823 332525 

www.gth.net

antiques.saleroom@gth.net

STAFFORDSHIRE

■ HANSONS AUCTIONEERS

Staff ord, Tel: 01889 882397

www.hansonsauctioneers.co.uk

mholder@hansonsauctioneers.co.uk

SUFFOLK

■ DURRANTS

Beccles, Tel: 01502 713490 

AuctionRooms@durrants.com

■ LACY, SCOTT & KNIGHT

Bury St Edmunds,

Tel: 01284 748 623 

www.lskauctioncentre.co.uk

SURREY

■ EWBANK’S AUCTIONEERS

Woking, Tel: 01483 223 101

www.ewbanks.co.uk

info@ewbanks.co.uk

SUSSEX

■ WALLIS & WALLIS

Lewes, Tel: 01273 480208

www.wallisandwallis.co.uk

WARWICKSHIRE

■ WARWICK & WARWICK

Warwick, Tel: 01926 499031

www.warwickandwarwick.com

WEST SUSSEX

■ TOOVEYS

Washington, Tel: 01903 891955

auctions@tooveys.com

www.tooveys.com

WILTSHIRE

■ WESSEX AUCTION ROOMS

Chippenham, Tel: 01249 720888

tim@wessexauctionrooms.co.uk

www.wessexauctionrooms.co.uk

YORKSHIRE

■ SHEFFIELD AUCTION GALLERY

Sheff ield, Tel: 0114 281 6161 

www.sheff ieldauctiongallery.com

■ HARTLEYS AUCTIONEERS

Ilkley, Tel: 01943 816363

info@hartleysauctions.co.uk

www.hartleysauctions.co.uk

■ TENNANTS AUCTIONEERS

Leyburn, Tel: 01969 623780

enquiry@tennants-ltd.co.uk

www.tennants.co.uk

INTERNATIONAL

■ TRAINS, PLANES & AUTOMOBILES

Sydney, Australia +612 4787 7974

auctions@antiquetoys.com.au

antiquetoys.com.au

BEDFORDSHIRE

■ W&H PEACOCK

Bedford, Tel: 01234 266 366

toys@peacockauction.co.uk

www.peacockauction.co.uk

BERKSHIRE

■ SPECIAL AUCTION SERVICES

Newbury, Tel: 01635 580595

mail@specialauctionservices.com

hugo@specialauctionservices.com

www.specialauctionservices.com 

BRISTOL

■ EAST BRISTOL AUCTIONS

Hanham, Tel: 0117 967 1000 

info@eastbristol.co.uk

www.eastbristol.co.uk

CHESHIRE

■ UK TOY & MODEL AUCTIONS

Ledsham, Chester

Tel: 01270 652773 / 07892 870729

www.uktoyauctions.com

enquiries@uktoyauctions.com

■ BRITISH TOY AUCTIONS

Runcorn, Tel 01928 579032

enquiries@britishtoyauctions.co.uk

www.britishtoyauctions.co.uk

COUNTY DURHAM

■ VECTIS AUCTIONS LTD

Thornaby, Stockton on Tees

Tel: 01642 750616 

www.vectis.co.uk

DEVON

■ GREENSLADE TAYLOR HUNT

Tiverton, Tel: 01823 332525 

www.gth.net

antiques.saleroom@gth.net

■ PIERS MOTLEY AUCTIONS

Exmouth, Tel: 01395 267403 

www.piersmotleyauctions.co.uk

info@piersmotleyauctions.co.uk

ESSEX

■ STACEY’S AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS

Rayleigh, Tel: 01268 777122 

info@staceyauction.com

www.staceyauction.com

HAMPSHIRE

■ LYMINGTON AUCTIONS

Lymington, Tel: 01590 679487

admin@lymingtonauctions.co.uk

www.lymingtonauctions.co.uk

❯❯AUCTIONEER LISTING

YOUR HOBBY
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DEVON

KINGSBRIDGE ANTIQUES & 

CRAFT CENTRE - As seen on 

Antiques Road Trip, Kingsbridge 

Antiques & Craft Centre on 

the corner of Church Street & 

Ebrington Street, TQ7 1DE, just 

5 minutes walk from the Quay 

Car Park and the Bus Station. 

An ever changing stock of 

Diecast Toys, Model Railway, 

Books, Militaria and Railwayana.

Open Monday to Saturday. Tel: 

01548 856002 Web: www.

kingsbridgeantiques.co.uk

KENT

KIT KRAZY Largest selection of 

plastic kits in UK from 1950s to 

date, plus much more. Collections 

bought or swapped. 303 The 

Broadway, Bexleyheath, Kent, 

DA6 8DT. T/F: 020 8298 7177

NORTHERN IRELAND

MY OLD TOYBOX For 

collectable diecast and kits, 

Matchbox, Dinky, Corgi, Action 

Man, Star Wars, sci-fi, Subbuteo, 

etc. The Old Toybox, Unit 14, 

Smithfield Market, Belfast BT1 

1JE. Tel: 07719 100483

Email: james1gilliland@

hotmail.com Web: www.

myoldtoyboxbelfast.co.uk

STAFFORDSHIRE

TIMELESS TOYS 

(UTTOXETER)

Come and view our extensive 

range of new, used, vintage and 

collectable toys. We buy, sell & 

swap all vintage toys. Contact 

Timeless Toys, Strawberry 

Garden Centre, Bramshall Road, 

Uttoxeter, Staff s ST14 5BE Tel 

07939 451595

TUTBURY MODELS We buy 

and sell new and second-hand 

Model Railways including - 

Hornby, Wrenn, Triang, Marklin, 

Bachmann, Lima, Dapol, Farish, 

LGB, etc. Contact: Barry Tutbury, 

Mill Mews, Lower High Street, 

Tutbury, Nr. Burton-upon-Trent. 

Tel: 01283 814777

WALES

RETRO COLLECTABLES

We operate out of Wales but 

cover the UK. We purchase 

toy collections. Please see 

our website www.retro-

collectables.co.uk We off er a 

service for individuals to sell their 

toys or collections. 07790851840

COLLECTAKIT
35 Chapel Ave, Addlestone, Surrey KT15 1UH

(evenings only - we are not a shop)

Buying and selling Obsolete Plastic Kits

If you are not on our FREE mailing list, a large 

stamped addressed envelope will bring you our 

latest list. Alternatively ring us in the evening. We 

have also published ‘The Enthusiasts Guide to 

Airfi x Models’ available only 

from the above address.

01932 840766 / sales@collectakit.co.uk

WARWICKSHIRE

METROPOLIS VINTAGE TOYS

We are specialists in vintage 

collectables, particularly TV and 

Film related toys, Action Man and 

other Action Figures, also selling 

Dinky, Corgi and Model Railways.

Mail order worldwide is always a 

pleasure. Your surplus quality toys 

are always wanted and top prices 

are paid for fine examples. Open 

11am – 6pm Thursday – Saturday. 

41b Smith Street, Warrick, CV34 

4JA. Tel: 01926 400311 www.

metropolistoys.co.uk Email: 

chris@metropolistoys.co.uk

WEST MIDLANDS

SPRINGHILL MODELS and 

Cards Stockists of Corgi, Oxford 

Diecast, Greenlight, Whitebox, 

and others. Open Thurs Fri 10am 

- 5pm, Sat 10am - 4pm. Contact: 

Pete Skilton, 4 Springhill Lane, 

Penn, Wolverhampton, W/ Mids, 

WV4 4SH. Tel: 01902 341302 Web: 

www.springhillmodels.co.uk 

Email: pete@springhillmodels.

co.uk
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❯❯RETAILERS
STAMP  INSURANCE SERVICES

C G I Services Limited
INSURING COLLECTABLES SINCE 1973 

Authorised & Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority  No.300573

LET US INSURE YOUR COLLECTION

REPLACEMENT VALUE, 

ALL RISKS, NO EXCESS 

   Stamps /Postcards  - £6,250   £30.p.a. plus IPT    

Other Collectables   -  £5,000  £35 p.a. plus IPT   

SEPARATE POLICIES FOR SOCIETIES AND DEALERS

Please write, email  or telephone for a quotation

C G I Services Limited, 29 Bowhay Lane, 

EXETER   EX4 1PE  tel: 01392 433 949

mail@stampinsurance.co.uk
Cheques/P.Orders payable to R. Dobinson.

e-mail: robert.dobinson@btopenworld.com

101 Kensington Road, Southend-on-Sea,

 Essex, SS1 2SY, England. Tel: 01702 615397

1000’S OF MODEL CAR KITS & TV MODELS

For Carkits/TV/Slot lists send a cheque for £5.95
or any lists available by e.mail/pdf doc on request.

Including AMT, Airfi x, Aurora, Monogram, 
MPC, Revell, Tamiya and Slot Car spares. 

RTR, bodies, kits, sets and more.

and TV Toys. 

YORKSHIRE

DALESMAN DIECAST Vast 

range of diecast models available, 

many at discounted prices. 

Collections and unwanted stock 

purchased for cash. Contact: 

Ken Hartshorne, Victoria Rd, 

Guiseley, Leeds, LS20 8DG Tel: 

01943 873420 Email: info@

dalesmandiecast.co.uk Web: 

www.dalesmandiecast.co.uk

WANTED

VINTAGE FIREWORK 

COLLECTOR. Do not light 

the blue touch paper and burn 

British Heritage, private collector 

will pay cash and collect from 

anywhere, licensed explosive 

storage, call Tony on 07956 

506300

YOUR SHOP

TO ADVERTISE YOUR business 

within the classified pages of the 

next issue please call Kristina 

Green on 01778 392096 or 

email her on kristina.green@

warnersgroup.co.uk

COLLECTIONS OF DINKY,
Corgi and other diecast cars, lorries and 

tractors etc, any condition, large or small 

collections, anything considered. 

WANTED

Tel: 01264 773018 or 
07860 629009 (Hants)

Visit antiquetoys.com.au for
details of our auctions

TRAIN & TOY AUCTIONS

Purveyors of antique
toys since 1987

Auctions every month

•	Live bidding online
•	Absentee bidding by

email, phone or web
TRAINS, PLANES & AUTOMOBILES

303 The Broadway, Bexleyheath, DA6 8DT

Tuesdays/Thursdays/Saturdays 10am-4pm

Stockists of 
Humbrol & Vallejo paints 

KITKRAZY 

MODEL SHOP

0208 298 7177

THE CORGI MODEL 
PRICE GUIDE

Dedicated to one of the biggest infl uences in 
toy and collecting trends worldwide

Appealing to collectors and enthusiasts of all ages, this guide charts the early 
years from the days of Mettoy to the launch of Corgi Toys. 

Featuring price guides of popular Corgi models, a spotlight on ‘Mr Corgi’, 
Marcel Van Cleemput, a deep dive into the many accessories and 

characters produced by the company and MORE!

Just 

£2.99
Available as a digital download only

DOWNLOAD YOUR COPY TODAY AT 
www.ccofgb.uk/corgi_price_guide





Warwick and Warwick have an expanding requirement for toys and model   
collections, British and worldwide and for diecast models, trains/train sets, model  
soldiers and toys of individual value. Our customer base is increasing dramatically   
and we need an ever larger supply of quality material to keep pace with demand.   
The market has never been stronger and if you are considering the sale of your  
collection, now is the time to act.

FREE VALUATIONS

We will provide a free, professional and without obligation valuation of   
your collection. Either we will make you a fair, binding private treaty   
offer, or we will recommend inclusion of your property in our next   
specialist public auction.  

FREE TRANSPORTATION 
We can arrange insured transportation of your collection to   
our Warwick offices completely free of charge. If you decline   
our offer, we ask you to cover the return carriage costs only.

FREE VISITS

Visits by our valuers are possible anywhere in the country or abroad,   
usually within 48 hours, in order to value larger collections.   
Please telephone for details.

ADVISORY DAYS

We are staging a series of advisory days and will be visiting
the following towns within the next few weeks,
        

EXCELLENT PRICES

Because of the strength of our customer base  
we are in a position to offer prices that we feel  
sure will exceed your expectations.

ACT NOW

Telephone or email Richard Beale   
today with details of your property.

We are staging a series of advisory days in all areas of the UK, 
please visit our website or telephone for details.

ONLINE BIDDING

Available via www.easyliveauction.com
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❯❯SOMETHING OLD,
SOMETHING NEW Display until 3 November

Price: £4.99

MODEL PRICE GUIDE  
Latest auction results listed inside!

HIGH FLYERS
WIN A TRIO OF NEW CORGI VANGUARDS

HIGH FLYERSHIGH FLYERS
Marking 100 years 
of de Havilland, 
manufacturer 
of aircraft 
extraordinaire

Maserati 5000GT

Matchbox Superfast #4

Over 50 new models 
reviewed and detailed

Development of 
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Celebrating the 50th anniversary of

VALUE 
YOUR 

MODEL 
INSIDE

SCORPIONS, STREAKERS & ROLAMATICS +SUPER KINGS & SPEED KINGS

£7.99
FROM THE PUBLISHERS OF
DIECAST COLLECTOR

TRACK SETS & ACCESSORIES + BOX STYLES & IDENTIFICATION

All 257 Lesney castings in detail
PRODUCTION VARIATIONS +  RESTORATION TIPS

Diecast Collector 
The UK’s only magazine for diecast 
covering vintage collectables and 

brand-new releases.

Toy Collectors Price Guide
The only annual featuring auction 
prices and in-depth features on a 

range of collecting topics.

Fast & Fifty
Celebrating the 50th anniversary of 

Matchbox Superfast.

The Corgi Story
Celebrating 60 years of the

iconic Corgi name.

Stamp Collector
All the latest news, information and 
market insight to get the most from 

your hobby.

Coin Collector
Giving you all of the information, 

news and expert advice to build your 
collection.
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BACKGROUND TO BATTLE

Left A Hurricane of 501 Squadron 
starts-up for an operational sortie at 
Betheniville, France, May 1940. Air Chief 
Marshal Hugh Dowding argued successfully 
against further wastage of the home-
based RAF fighter force by sending yet 
more fighters to France to bolster a futile 
defence. 
Right As the unstoppable juggernaut of 
German military might advanced across 
Europe, the deadly Junkers 87 Stuka dive-
bomber came into its own. However, the 
RAF quickly learned how to deal with the 
aircraft, and this stood them in good stead 
when facing the Stuka during the Battle of 
Britain.
Below right Panzer IV tanks roll across 
France in May 1940. The German advance 
was rapid and overwhelming, and within six 
weeks France had collapsed and the BEF 
were evacuating from Dunkirk.

sand in an hour-glass’ and he predicted 
catastrophe if Churchill continued to 
help the failing ally. Thus, he sent a letter 
to the Air Minister on 16 May 1940, which 
may well have saved Fighter Command, 
and ultimately Britain, in the nation’s 
darkest hour. He wrote: 

“I have the honour to refer to the very 
serious calls which have recently been 
made upon the Home Defence Fighter 
Units in an attempt to stem the German 
invasion on the Continent … I would 
remind the Air Council that … my strength 
has now been reduced to the equivalent of 
36 Squadrons …  I must therefore request 
that as a matter of paramount urgency 
the Air Ministry will consider and decide 
what level of strength is to be left to the 
Fighter Command for the defence of this 
country, and will assure me that when this 
level has been reached, not one fighter 
will be sent across the Channel however 
insistent the appeals for help may be.

“I believe that, if an adequate fighter 
force is kept in this country, if the fleet 
remains in being, and if the Home Forces 
are suitably organised to resist invasion, 
we should be able to carry on the war 
single handed for some time, if not 
indefinitely. But, if the Home Defence 
Force is drained away in desperate 
attempts to remedy the situation in 
France, defeat in France will involve the 
complete and irremediable defeat of this 
country.”

It was a hard-hitting letter, but 
Dowding’s words had their effect and 
while the French still asked for more 
fighter squadrons to be sent to France, 
such appeals were rejected. However, 
further squadrons of Hurricanes were 
deployed over France, but they remained 
based in the UK.

Losses Mounted
At around the same time, another 
momentous decision was undertaken 
by making Lord Beaverbrook Minister of 
Aircraft Production. Aircraft production 
had in fact kept pace with fighter losses 
incurred during the Battle of France. 
Soon, production would outstrip losses. 
Thus, the availability of fighters would 
not become a limiting factor in the air 
defence of Britain. 

However, by 1 June 1940, the RAF had 
lost 436 fighter aircraft and almost all 
its light bomber force of Fairey Battles, 
along with a considerable number of its 
Bristol Blenheims. However, RAF Fighter 
Command at home continued to operate 
over France as the situation worsened.  

In a matter of six weeks, France 
collapsed entirely. Now, it only remained 
for British forces, and some units of the 
French army, to evacuate via Dunkirk 
in what was Operation ‘Dynamo’. RAF 
Fighter Command at home continued 

to be called into action, covering the 
evacuation from Dunkirk and other 
French ports. Inevitably, their losses 
mounted. Meanwhile, the battered and 
depleted RAF units that had been based 
in France were withdrawn to Britain. 
Here, they were re-equipped where 
necessary, and manpower shortages 
made good so far as possible. Meanwhile, 
RAF Fighter Command readied for what 
was to come. Certainly, the Battle of 
France was over. The Battle of Britain was 
about to begin.

Immensely Powerful
Dowding had mentioned the possibility 
of invasion as early as the middle of May 
1940, but by the end of that month the 
possibility had been turned into what 
appeared to be probability. If Hitler was 
to impose his will on the British people, 
then he could apparently only do so 
by crossing the English Channel and 
dictating his terms from Westminster. To 
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further squadrons of Hurricanes were 
deployed over France, but they remained 
based in the UK.

6

THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN IN COLOUR

After the outbreak of war in 
September 1939, there followed 
eight months of what became 
known as the ‘Phoney War’. 

However, it was clear that large-scale 
fighting would ultimately follow, and a 
British Expeditionary Force was sent to 
France before the end of that year. As 
part of that BEF, a large Air Component 
was supplemented by an Advanced Air 
Striking Force. In total, these air forces 
amounted to 25 squadrons, six of which 
were Hawker Hurricane-equipped 
fighter squadrons. The remainder of the 
RAF force in France comprised largely 
light bombers and Army Co-Operation 
squadrons. Eventually, however, the 
‘Sitzkrieg’ became the ‘Blitzkrieg’.

On 10 May 1940, German forces 
launched their all-out assault on France 
and the Low Countries and what followed 
in Belgium, the Netherlands etc. was the 
complete collapse of those countries 
under the overwhelming might of 
German military power. Across France, 
German forces rolled inexorably onwards 
towards the English Channel and while 
the French and British tried desperately 
to stem the advance, so the situation 
became ever more hopeless. 

Predicted Catastrophe
When the fighting had broken out in 
earnest on 10 May 1940, aircraft of the 
Air Component were in almost constant 
combat, and losses had to continually 

The Battle Looms 
The Battle of Britain was one of the most iconic battles of the Second World War, 

embedding itself indelibly into the nation’s consciousness. Earlier, the Battle of France 
could easily have spelled defeat before the air battles got underway in July 1940.

be made good from squadrons based 
in Britain. The Commander-in-Chief of 
RAF Fighter Command, Air Chief Marshal 
Hugh Dowding, had already stated as 
early as September 1939, that if he was 
expected to defend Britain’s skies, then 
he would need 52 fighter squadrons. 
At that time, he had only 32 under his 
command and was told it would be 
impossible to produce the number he 
required. However, efforts would be 
made to provide him with a further eight. 

During the fighting in France, 
increasing numbers of fighter squadrons 
were sent across the Channel, urged on 
by desperate appeals from the French 
Prime Minister, Paul Reynaud. Dowding 
saw his resources ‘slipping away like 
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THE RAF FIGHTER PILOT

other pilots concentrated on what 
was going on in their cockpits: oil 
temperatures and pressures, fuel state, 
oxygen contents checked and selected 
to ‘On’, microphone not on ‘Transmit’ 
(this could effectively block all other 
transmissions), straps tight, gun-sight 
‘On’ and illuminated, straps tight and 
canopy firmly shut. A surprising number 
would carry out a little good luck routine 
like feeling for a lucky charm, or even 
crossing themselves.

Now, the workload was high, and still 
they needed to concentrate on formation 
keeping while permanently keeping 
a wary eye open for the enemy and 
quartering the sky in a relentless search. 
A moment of relapse could litterally spell 
death. The squadron ‘Weaver’, winding 
from side to side, kept a rather more wary 
eye open than the rest, as the squadron 
got closer by the second to their quarry. 
Brief instructions might crackle through 
the headphones: ‘Close up Red 2’ or, on 
receipt of further instructions from the 
Fighter Controller: ‘Turning to Port. Go!’ 

Meanwhile, pilots fiddled with the 
radio tuner, struggling to tune and re-
tune their wireless sets in a constant 
battle to receive and properly understand 
the messages. Sometimes, a squawk 
of static drowned out everything, 
sometimes resulting in one section 

haring off suddenly, upwards or 
downwards, the rest of the squadron 
watching in bemusement and puzzled 
because they received no transmission, 
or else just couldn’t understand what had 
been said. Meanwhile, constant juggling 
of the throttle setting with the left hand, 
and judicious adjustment of position 
through the control column and rudder 
pedal inputs, were all necessary just to 
keep station. It was incredibly hard work, 
and mentally and physically draining. 

By now, the squadron was ‘on oxygen’, 
masks clamped securely to pilot’s faces 
as cold began to permeate the cockpits. 
Now, with all the hard work of take-off, 
formation flying and getting to altitude, 
came further nervous tension with 
realisation that the enemy were near. 
Then, a tight knot of fear returned as 
the gunsight was checked and the SAFE 
and FIRE ring on the gun button turned, 
ready, to the FIRE position. Goggles 
pulled down. And then the shout:

‘BANDITS! Ten o’clock, above. Coming 
down now! Break, break, break….’

Chatter Of Gunfire
Suddenly, to avoid the ‘bounce’ of 
fighters coming out of the sun, the 
squadron had dispersed in a pre-ordered 
plan. Now, the enemy fighters were 
among them. This time, there was no 

chance of a well-ordered textbook: 
‘Number One Attack’. Instead, it was 
every man for himself, but with ‘wing 
men’ desperately trying to maintain 
station and protect their section leader. 

Now, the pilots were climbing and 
hanging on their props, the sun glaring 
and blinding as they turned, all the while 
listening out and looking out. Now, 
there were shouts: “Behind you Blue 
3!”, permeated by chattering gunfire. 
A cacophony of shouts and static 
made communication unintelligible. 
One pilot may be drawing a bead on a 

Facing page  Although posed for a news 
cameraman, the squadron telephone 
orderly shouts instructions for a ‘scramble’ 
as pilots lounge in the dispersal hut. The 
smartly dressed officer is Duty Pilot – the 
pilot rostered for ground admin tasks such 
as recording take-off and landing times 
etc.
Above  It was not unusual for aircraft to 
return damaged after an engagement 
and with pilots wounded. This brand-
new Spitfire had just been delivered to 
602 Squadron at RAF Westhampnett 
when it was hit by cannon shells from a 
Messerschmitt 109 in a combat on 18 
August 1940. The aircraft was written off 
and Flight Lieutenant Dunlop Urie wounded 
in his feet.
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As the unstoppable juggernaut of 
German military might advanced across 
Europe, the deadly Junkers 87 Stuka dive-
bomber came into its own. However, the 
RAF quickly learned how to deal with the 
aircraft, and this stood them in good stead 
when facing the Stuka during the Battle of 

Panzer IV tanks roll across 
France in May 1940. The German advance 
was rapid and overwhelming, and within six 
weeks France had collapsed and the BEF 
were evacuating from Dunkirk.

sand in an hour-glass’ and he predicted 
catastrophe if Churchill continued to 
help the failing ally. Thus, he sent a letter 
to the Air Minister on 16 May 1940, which 
may well have saved Fighter Command, 
and ultimately Britain, in the nation’s 
darkest hour. He wrote: 

“I have the honour to refer to the very 
serious calls which have recently been 
made upon the Home Defence Fighter 
Units in an attempt to stem the German 
invasion on the Continent … I would 
remind the Air Council that … my strength 
has now been reduced to the equivalent of 
36 Squadrons …  I must therefore request 
that as a matter of paramount urgency 
the Air Ministry will consider and decide 
what level of strength is to be left to the 
Fighter Command for the defence of this 
country, and will assure me that when this 
level has been reached, not one fighter 
will be sent across the Channel however 
insistent the appeals for help may be.

“I believe that, if an adequate fighter 
force is kept in this country, if the fleet 
remains in being, and if the Home Forces 
are suitably organised to resist invasion, 
we should be able to carry on the war 
single handed for some time, if not 
indefinitely. But, if the Home Defence 
Force is drained away in desperate 
attempts to remedy the situation in 
France, defeat in France will involve the 
complete and irremediable defeat of this 

It was a hard-hitting letter, but 
Dowding’s words had their effect and 
while the French still asked for more 
fighter squadrons to be sent to France, 
such appeals were rejected. However, 
further squadrons of Hurricanes were 
deployed over France, but they remained 
based in the UK.
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were not afraid that they were either liars 
or foolish. However, a strident jangling 
of the telephone could mean several 
things. Sometimes, to intense relief, it 
could send a message to ‘Stand Down’. 
Other times, it called pilots to readiness, 
and then to the heart-pounding order: 
‘SCRAMBLE!’ 

Years afterwards, veterans of the Battle 
of Britain told how they hated the sound 
of a ringing telephone.

On the order to scramble, there was 
a mad rush by pilots to their allotted 
aircraft where the fitter and rigger were 
ready and waiting: the rigger on the wing 
ready to help in his pilot, and the fitter 
standing by with the starter plugged in on 
the starboard side of the engine. Heaving 
himself into the cockpit, the pilot went 
through a number of tasks: helmet pulled 
on, oxygen plugged in, radio jack-plug in 
its socket, magneto switches ‘on’, Ki-Gas 
cylinder priming pump given a couple 
of brief strokes and thumb ready on 
the starter. Meanwhile, leaning into the 
cockpit, the Fitter helped the pilot with 
his parachute harness straps, then his 
Sutton seat harness. 

By this time, the starter button was 
pushed after a thumbs-up from the 
fitter, who unplugged the starter trolley, 
ensuring it was clear of the aircraft. 
Unable to communicate over the roar of 
the Merlin engine, the pilot and rigger 
exchanged thumbs up signals, the rigger 
slapping his pilot on the shoulder to 
convey reassurance and good-luck as he 
leapt from the wing. As he jumped, the 
aircraft was already rolling, and the rigger 
dodged out of the way of the tail-plane, 
buffeted by the slipstream which was 
kicking up dust and grass. Getting out 
of the way, he was hit by a blast of hot 
exhaust gasses. Now, the aircraft gathered 
speed ahead, into wind, bouncing and 
rocking across the grass airfield. Others 
careered along around it, in the organised 
chaos that was a squadron scramble.

Getting airborne, the pilots 
concentrated on keeping station as 
they selected ‘Gear Up’, closing the 
cockpit canopy while listening out 
for instructions from the CO or flight 
commander who was talking to the 
Sector Operations Room and garnering 
instructions as to heading, altitude and 

what it was they were intercepting. It 
may have been an instruction along the 
lines of: “MITOR Squadron, ANGELS 
18, Vector Two-three-zero. Fifty Plus. 
BUSTER.”  Listening in, the other pilots 
could interpret these coded instructions: 
“41 Squadron to climb to 18,000 ft on a 
heading of 230 degrees. Fifty plus enemy 
aircraft. Maximum cruising speed.”

Mentally and Physically Draining
Settling into the climb, the pilots 
automatically slid into section order 
and the preferred squadron formation. 
Meanwhile, the CO or flight commander 
concentrated on setting course as the 

Facing page Pilots of 19 Squadron are 
delivered to their dispersal point at RAF 
Duxford ready for operations early one 
morning during the summer of 1940.
Above Their relaxed look perhaps 
concealing the tension, these Hurricane 
pilots of 501 Squadron pose for the camera 
during the summer of 1940. All of them 
saw action. Several of them shot down 
enemy aircraft and some of them were 
killed. 
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combat, and losses had to continually saw his resources ‘slipping away like 

light bombers and Army Co-Operation 
squadrons. Eventually, however, the 
‘Sitzkrieg’ became the ‘Blitzkrieg’. combat, and losses had to continually ‘Sitzkrieg’ became the ‘Blitzkrieg’. combat, and losses had to continually 
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