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welcome

As Bing Crosby sang so
wistfully: “It's beginning
to look a lot like Christ-
mas.’

Well, it certainly is here at DHW as
desks are covered in tiny tinsel and
fake snow along with little piles of
green pipe cleaners and red felt... not
to mention a pair of gloves (mine!) with
their thumbs cut off.

Santa’s elves have had nothing
on the DHW projects team as they
sparkled with creativity to bring you a
veritable feast of festive ideas.

We've got baubles in boxes (“Mind
your feet. I've dropped one,” was a
frequent cry) and everything from
knitted stockings to more wreaths than
a garden centre in December. Have
some foam fun making a gingerbread
house and test your polymer clay skills
with a chocolate log.

We've got ideas for a traditional cel-
ebration as well as more contemporary
scenes, and readers and writers share
festive houses and rooms that they are
rightfully proud of.

Sandra Harding tells us how she
turned a house she shouldn't have
bought into a delightful shop, complete
with grotto, and we visit a Christmas
cottage where grey and white shades
create a vintage, elegant look.

So whether you're starting on a new
room box or just adding a few cards to
the mantelpiece in an existing house,
we hope you'll find inspiring ideas
inside.

And if you get delayed or distracted
at this busy time, just remember you're
one of a big family of miniaturists
around the world, humming the song
together, and making it look a lot like

Christmas.
-4\&/@9\ :

email: richard@ashdown.co.uk /

54 Show Report

Sandra pays first visit to Miniatura's

new home with lots to admire

57 Cutouts

Another page of cutouts to get your

house into the festive spirit

59 Quick & Easy

Sandra creates a table decoration and

wreath from her stash

60 Shop Around

Once Upon a Time Sandra bought yet

another shop

64 House Proud

Sisterly love shines in Hummingbird

Cottage, an estate sale bargain

69 Mini Makes

Debbie shows how to make simple

stockings out of felt

Our hearts grow tender with
childhood memories and love
of kindred, and we are better
throughout the year for having,
in spirit, become a child again at
Christmastime.

Laura Ingalls Wilder

— Quote of the month:

'ZO Mini Makes

Karen sings along to favourite carol
while making a beautiful wreath

72 Mini Makes

Make and dress this snowman family
for a winter wonderland

74 Mini Makes

Stitch two samplers to add Christmas
cheer to rooms in your house

Dress a Doll

Dana was inspired to make this stun-
ning red gown by a television series

82 Small Talk

This month we visit the workshop of
maker Olga Surina

HOUSEHUNT
Find the little house hidden inside.
¥ Last issue it appeared on page 70.

Caring for the environment: Here at Dolls House World we're as concerned about the environment as you are. We're doing everything
we can to ensure the magazine is produced in the most eco friendly way possible.

Our magazine is printed using vegetable-based inks on an environmentally responsible paper, which is certified by the prestigious
FSC® (Forest Stewardship Council), the not-for-profit organisation dedicated to the promotion of responsible forest management

worldwide. Our paper also carries the internationally recognised EU Eco-label.

Our local printers, Gemini Print, are just a few miles from the DHW offices. They are one of the leading eco friendly printers in the UK,
with both FSC® and ISO 14001 certification. They are backed by a series of environmental credentials that allow them to work under
the “Green Printing Label”. Our printers are also a sponsor of the Woodland Trust - the UK's leading woodland conservation charity.
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Knit two Stockings for
your Ghristmas scene

Angela has designed a special pattern for you to knit two
styles of stockings. Will you hang them on the fireplace
downstairs or in one of your bedrooms?

BY ANGELA TURNER

" tis getting close to Christmas.
Mary has just popped out of the
room to pick up the Christmas
cards in the post.

She has been working hard all
day knitting an angel tree topper to
complete the tree in time for Christ-
mas, and 1s just about to have a glass
of warm ginger wine and a slice of
cloutie dumpling, before returning to
her knitting.

As she knits she thinks of the special
gifts she will put into the stockings for
her little ones. She looks forward to the
festivities to come.

That'’s the scene I have created to
show two types of stockings hanging
on the fireplace. You can choose where
to hang yours.

Before starting separate the strands
of the embroidery thread and wrap
around a bobbin. Use just one strand at
a time when knitting.

Striped christmas stocking

- Using light green, begin at toe
m and cast on 10sts.
oo First row: Purl.
"_"“ Next row: (K1, kfb) to end.
15sts
Next row: Purl.
Change to white.
Next row: (Kfb, k2) to end. 20sts

Next row: Purl.

Change to light green and st-st 2
TOWS.

Change to white and st-st 2 rows.

Change to light green and st-st 2

4 DOLLS HOUSE WORLD

TOWS.

Change to white and st-st 2 rows, inc
one st each end of last row. 22sts

Work heel shaping as follows:

Change to light green.

First row: K9, turn.

Next row: Purl to end.

Next row: K7, turn.

Next row: Purl to end.

Next row: K5, turn.

Next row: Purl to end.

Next row: K3, turn.

Next row: Purl to end.

Next row: Knit to end of row, knit-
ting into the back of the stitches where
there is a little gap.

Next row: P9, turn.

Next row: Knit to end.

Next row:; P7, turn.

Next row: Knit to end.

Next row: P5, turn.

Next row: Knit to end.

Next row: P3, turn.

Next row: Knit to end.

Next row: Purl to end of row.
Change to white and st-st 2 rows,
dec one st each end of first row. 20sts
Change to light green and st-st 2

TOWS.

Work 24 more rows in stripe pattern.

Using white, work 4 rows in 1x1 rib.

Cast off in rib.

Gather round cast on sts and sew

Red christmas stocking

Work as for striped stock-
Ing using cherry, but instead
of working 24 rows for the
leg, just st-st 14 rows. G-st 6
rows in cream for the top of
the stocking and work the
little loop as before.

P s

Angela Turner Designs
etsy.com/shop/
AngelaTurnerDesigns

seam using mattress stitch. Use the
thread from the cast off to create a little
loop to hang the stocking. Ensure all
loose ends are tied in securely to fin-

angela LURNeX

ish.



You will need
Yarn

| x Trimits embroidery thread
cherry CE0426

1 x Trimits embroidery thread
cream GEO131

1 x Trimits embroidery thread
green GE7215

1 x Trimits embroidery thread
white

Needles: Miniature knitting
needles: size 22

Extras: Sewing needle

Measurement
To fit 1/12th scale doll's house

Abbreviations

alt: alternate

cont: continue

dec: decrease

foll: following

G st: garter stitch

k: knit

k2tog: knit 2 together
kib: knit 1 front & back
p: purl

p2tog: purl 2 together
rem: remaining

rep: repeat

RS: right side

skpo: slip 1, k1, pass slipped
stitch over

st(s): stitch(es)

st-st: stocking stitch
WS: wrong side

yiwd: yarn forward

Turn a blind eye

My own doll’s house is Regency
n style, and everything in it is of
the period, except at Christmas.
[ turn a blind eye to timelines
and include a decorated tree,
cards and a few other decora-
tions. I plan to add Christmas
dinner to the dining table in the
future, with a bustling kitchen
preparing delicious treats such
as cloutie dumpling and ginger
wine.
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Dutch miniaturist Sylvia de Groot loves the Christmas
markets that are a long-standing tradition across Europe
and couldn’t resist reflecting that love in twelfth scale

BY DEB WEISSLER

hroughout the Netherlands and on

into Germany, Austria, and other

countries of Europe, residents

and visitors alike share a common
bond at Christmastime: their love of a
seasonal fair,

Invented over five centuries ago,
Christmas markets are now a mainstay
of the holiday period. These markets
stem from humble origins. Once a
one-day event that enabled locals to
gather goods for the coming winter,
they have morphed into extravagant
month-long festivals filled with food,
drink, toys, crafts and music. Sylvia
de Croot loves these annual holiday
displays and has created a traditional
market stall in twelfth scale. Let’s take
a look!

The stall is made from wood that
she painted blue, ensuring it could
be used throughout the year as the
seasons change. Decorated Christmas
trees, boxes filled with ornaments,
handmade Christmas stockings,
wreaths, lanterns, a sledge, skis and
traditional Dutch skates are tastefully
displayed.

It became the model for one of
her popular workshops. Twice a year
Sylvia holds miniature workshops in
her shop in Almere, the Netherlands.
Her latest featured a traditional Euro-
pean market stall displaying all things
Christmas. Sylvia loves this time of
year with all its holiday splendour, and
combined it with her love for shabby
chic to create this rustic market stall.,

B DOLLS HOUSE WORLD

“I like to imitate the big world in
miniature as realistically as possi-
ble, preferably old, dilapidated and
weathered,” Sylvia explains. “When I
create a project, [ always have to think
about it for a while. Once I have the
vision in my head, I can begin.’ This
two-day workshop was a sellout with
twenty-four participants. It was so well
received, additional market stalls were
made to sell in the shop.

Her classes grew so large, she had
the pieces laser cut for ease of assem-
bly and time management. Attendees
were free to paint their stalls in any
colours they wished, and fill them
with tiny treasures. Sylvia filled hers
with anything Christmassy she could

find, and with winter fast approaching,
skates and skis were a must.

“The biggest challenge were the
small wooden ice skates. I used the
full size ones when [ was a little girl,
so it was so much fun recreating them.
Most of my workshop participants
recognised them from their childhood
since Dutch children learn to skate at a
very early age.”

This market stall was not Sylvia’s
first foray into miniatures. In 2007
she spotted a lovely doll’s house on
the internet, so she bought a small
doll's house kit and created her first
vignette, Attic of an Alcoholic. Yes, you
read right! She discovered a passion
for building and creating all things old
and weathered.

“Most of my projects are this way
and many people know me from that
trademark. Attic of an Alcoholic made
me famous in the Netherlands”, Sylvia
laughs.

As a full time employee for the
Dutch railways, Sylvia helps ensure
that all international cross-border train
traffic flows smoothly and is properly
regulated. Her miniatures provide
her with much needed downtime and
relaxation. Since her youngest child
has grown and left home, she has a
lovely large room in which to work
her magic. Here she is free to imitate
her dreams in miniature —and this she
finds soothing.

Sylvia doesn't regularly produce
miniatures to sell, although some of



A handmade set of old fashioned ice
skates were added to the market stall, as well
as tiny boxes of candles, shown top left.

Market stalls are a celebrated
tradition.

The market stall shown from the front.

DOLLS HOUSE WORLD 7
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her projects have found new homes.
Sometimes she will accept a com-
mission, but only if the assignment
appeals to her. She created a bridal
shop for her second son and his wife
commemorating their wedding day.
She also made a wool shop for her
sister-in-law’s fiftieth birthday because
she loves to knit and crochet. After
creating the Christmas stall, Sylvia
tackled an even tinier house: a 1/48th
scale replica of her daughter-in-law’s

8 DOLLS HOUSE WORLD
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parental home.

Miniatures are quite popular in the
Netherlands and nearby Germany, but
have not caught on as quickly in other
countries. Sylvia hopes that changes.
“I hope alot of people will embrace
this hobby. I would like to do this for
a long time and hope my workshops
encourage others.” For those readers
intrigued by Sylvia’s vignette Attic of
an Alcoholic, we hope to feature that in
a future issue!

Many tiny items add to the magic of this
little market stall.
A few of the handmade accessories
that were added to the stall.
A sledge stands behind a crate of
baubles. The miniature ski poles add a
vintage touch.
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How did you discover miniatures?
We have both always been interested
In creating with our motto being:
“Only buy what you can't make”.
With Geoff'’s working life involving
animals and conservation money was
always tight; any toys for the children
were often hand made, including a
doll's house for our daughters. I've
always painted, mainly wildlife and
birds and one day decided to paint a
Kingfisher in miniature. From then on
minis have become a way of life

How long have you been making
minis? For about three years. In no
time at all we became completely
hooked on all things miniature and
began creating other items includ-
ing twelfth scale tables filled with
realistic food made from polymer

23 SHOW & TELL

clay and a variety of other materi-
als. Geoff’s imagination and ability

to create something totally original
resulted a potting shed lamp made
from an old watering can, complete
with a miniature flowerpot man, a
replica farmhouse kitchen and an old
outside toilet in a wooden case. The
quirkier the better.

Why quirky? Geoff has a sometimes
worTying imagination, as you can see
from some of the miniature dioramas
he makes. We look at everyday ob-
jects, the different seasons and let our
Imagination run riot. Would the lid

of a detergent bottle make a bucket,
would a piece of netting make a wire
fence? The list is endless.

What'’s the one tool you can'’t live

1[] DOLLS HOUSE WORLD
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We talk to Sandra and Geoff Read of GS Miniature Creations
who are based in a small village near Winchester, Hants, about
the wide range of minis they make

without? For Geoff it is a sharp craft
knife. For me nimble fingers and a
good pair of tweezers, and of course
a very tiny paint brush.

Do you collect as well as make?
Sometimes if Geoff makes something
very quirky, for instance a skeleton

in a bath complete with top hat and
reading glasses, I ask him to make
one to go on our bathroom shelf. But
time constraints impact on what we
make to keep and what we make to
sell.

Do you own a doll’s house? Not a
house. But being interested in all
things Harry Potter Geoff has recreat-
ed Dumbledore’s office in miniature
complete with lights and everything
magic
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make a bucket,
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Do you have another job in the
real world? No. We are both now re-
tired and busier than we ever were.

Tell us about your latest project?
The one thing I have always wanted
is a witches’ house so hopefully that
will be our next project just for us.

Which subject would you like to
know more about? Mould making
for some of our miniature work.

What do your family think of your
work? Our grandchildren think what
we do is awesome but worry about
granddad’s imagination

Any other hobbies or passions?
For Geoff photography, Japanese
culture and growing carnivorous
plants. For me collecting and read-
Ing old books, history and crystal
healing.

Any pets? A rescue cat and three
tarantula spiders

What advice would you give to
your younger self? Follow your
dream and persevere with whatever
you want to do. Don't set yourself

12 DOLLS HOUSE WORLD

unreasonable goals and most of all
enjoy what you do.

Where do you sell? We have an
Etsy shop and sell at craft fairs,
mainly in the New Forest, a most
beautiful part of Hampshire.

Other makers you admire? For

both Geoff and me the most inspira-
tional creator is a Japanese miniatur-

ist under the name of Nunu's
House. His work is the best we
have ever seen.

What do you love about minia-
tures? I love the fact miniatures
are for grown up children to go
back into the fantasy world

Where do you work? | have a
studio at the bottom of the garden;
Geoff has a workroom on the side
of the kitchen and we have radios to
communicate. The main message is
usually: “Put the kettle on for tea”.

Have you ever had a piece go hor-
ribly wrong? Anyone who creates
anything hand made knows only too
well that there are days when things
go wrong. We tend to walk away and
go back later to try again.

Anything else you'd like to share
with readers? We are just a normal
couple who enjoy working together
to create something entirely different
that others may enjoy. We always say
if what we create makes you smile
our work is done.

LITILE LINKS:

GS Miniature Creations
geoffreyread50@gmail.com
GSMiniaturecreations.etsy.com




Card Construction Kits

00 SCALE - PO373
N SCALE - PN973

=
RAMSHACKLE WORKSHOP

00 SCALE - PO286
N SCALE - PN186 '

CORNER SHOP -
00 SCALE - PO264 / N SCALE - PN11
Also available in Red Brick

LOW RELIEF CINEMA & SHOPS
00 SCALE - PO206
N SCALE - PN170

CROFTERS COTTAGE
00 SCALE - PO259 LOW RELIEF TERR. HOUSES

N SCALE - PN159 00 SCALE - PO275 / N SCALE - PN 175
Also available in Red Brick

LOW RELIEF No.7 HIGH STREET
SHOP FRONT
00 SCALE - PO206 /N SCALE - PN170
All our kits are
produced in 2 scales
00 SCALE-1/76 - N SCALE-1/44

The vertical town diorama below
shows how many kits can fit

into a small areq, the diorama
measures just 50cm x 50cm, |
all the kits are in N scale.

Model Making with Card

A thoroughly absorbing hobby.
Each kit is printed in full colour,

. . . - R
including weathering. ’
All on to thick card. .

L -

&

Pre-cut components have
been die stamped for easy

extraction from the base Easy to follow step by step

sheets ready for assembly. instructions.

CRAFT KNIFE
WITH 5 BLADES

102
TWEEZERS
/

. Join us on Facebook and share your Metcalfe journey.
faCEbOOk eyl Search”Metcalfe Models Official Group”

group + and like our page @metcalfemodels

Call us for a Catalogue 01729 830072

i MAKE GLUING
" EASY... \
ULTRA FINE-TIP

GLUE APPLICATORS

CODE MT907
g Glue not included.

View online or in our FREE i
catalogue the full list of tools g
& glue’s required to build a
Metcalfe Kit.

CUTTING
MAT
TO1
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Denbig uses imagination
creating Comfort Cottage @

A talented miniaturist made almost everything inside this
Christmas cottage — here she tells us how it went together,
starting with the rooms before walls and roof were added

i
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BY DEBBIE MILLS

his Christmas Cottage was com-

missioned by one of my neigh-

bours for a Christmas present for

her daughter-in-law. She had no
requirements, just wanted me to use
my imagination.

[ began by making the dining room,
attached the living room and then the
kitchen. The outside walls were the last
thing.

[ furnished each room before any
of the outside walls were built. | made
everything myself except the red chair
In the living room and the moose.

The dining room has a wooden
dining table and chairs, and the table
is set with dishes, goblets, and cutlery
made from bits and bobs of jewellery
and plastic pieces. The food, cake and
muffins were fashioned from clay and
painted. On the buffet is a fruit bowl
with grapes, bananas and apples with
a wine decanter and goblets. Hanging
over the table is a chandelier made
from a pendant with a ring of candles.

[ made the inside wall leading into
the living room into a wood trimmed
archway.

Wooden stairs wind up the corner of
the room to indicate an upstairs. There
is a fireplace in the living room with a
light glowing as flames made of yellow
plastic appear as fire. [ also made a roll
top desk with a bookcase atop with a
stool for a seat. A Christmas tree lights
the living room showing a comfy chair
with a book, The Night Before Christ-
mas, along with a side table with a cup

14 DOLLS HOUSE WORLD

of cocoa, a lamp and eyeglasses.

The new owners are collectors. He
collects nutcrackers and she collects
moose. On the mantelpiece is a col-
lection of nutcrackers for him. I made a
sleigh from bits of wood and painted it
with a leather seat. I found a moose at
the hobby store — the perfect size for
pulling the sleigh. The sleigh is outside
the front door.

The living room has a bay window
and I made ultra miniature houses to
go in the window and also added a
boxer dog looking out the window. The
owners also have boxer dogs. [ tried
to incorporate as much as I could that
would relate to the owners. The floors
in the dining room and living room are
wooden planks with wallpaper on the
walls.

The kitchen has a sink made from
a plastic mint container with wooden
cabinets surrounding it. Plates were
made from buttons and the canisters
are plastic tubing with a bead on top.
The flooring in the kitchen was blue
and white tile floors made from vinyl
paper.

After  had made the rooms I started
building the outside walls around them.
I needed to make sure each room had
large windows so you could view in
and see the contents. The roof is re-
movable but not the walls. The base is
approximately 21 inches x 24 inches.

[ built French doors in the dining
room exiting the back of the house
using some black-painted quilling on
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the glass. Snowshoes, a sledge and ice
skates are hanging on the patio. I made
the heads of a rabbit and a fox with
surprised expressions on their faces.
They are sticking out of the wood pile
looking at each other.

I decided to go with a Tudor style
house and used twigs from my gar-
den for the cross timbers with plaster

between them. The lower part of the
walls are bricks fashioned from sand-
paper and paint. [ built a turret from an
oatmeal box, then covered it with tree
bark.

I made the roof from heavy card-
board. It seemed such a large expanse
[ felt it needed some interest there so
[ created a lit arched window. Wooden

shingles then covered the roof and [
added Christmas lights around the
eaves that were covered with snow and
icicles.

The owners last name is Comfort
so I put a sign over the door: Comfort
Cottage. It is still the favourite of all my
creations. [ just see little stories every-
where in the house.
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WHAT IS
AVAXHOME?



the biggest Internet portal,
providing you various content:
B brand new books, trending movies,
fresh magazines, hot games,

recent software, latest music releases.

Unlimited satisfaction one low price
Cheap constant access to piping hot media
Protect your downloadings from Big brother

Safer, than torrent-trackers

18 years of seamless operation and our users' satisfaction

All languages
Brand new content

One site

AvaxHome - Your End Place

We have everything for all of your needs. Just open https://avxlive.icu



TINY DOLL HOUSE

NEW YORK CITY’S ONLY DEDICATED
DOLLHOUSE AND MINIATURES SHOP
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' Etsy.com/shop/AngelaTurnerDesigns
~ 1:12 Miniature Knitting Patterns

w: MATLOCK MINITATURES

e The Dolls House Accessory.
& Lighting Specialist

et

Online Shop featuring a wide range
of items including:

 Lighting * Accessories
 Furnishings ¢ DIY Components
and:many unique handmade
specialist items for Pubs & Shops.

el 013328660428
Emailymatmins(@aol’com:

B

SUBSCRIBE 10 THE
AM IMAG DIGITAL
LIBRARY

The iMag library version of American
Miniaturist is a real treasure trove of doll
house delights. Subscribe to the digital iMag
library and you immediately get access to an
expansive back issue collection of American
Miniaturist. Plus you'll get every issue during
the year, the minute it's been printed. Thou-
sands of pages of inspiration will be available
at your fingertips. Every project, every fea-
ture, and every handy tip will be yours to read
via your computer, phone, iPad and tablet.

To subscribe go to www.americanminiaturist.com/imag
Or call us on +44 (0) 1903 884988
Email: support@ashdown.co.uk
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We have 58 pages
dedicated to the Dolls
House hobby including
house plans, pre-built &
kits, furniture, decoration,
lighting solutions, figures
and exlensive accessories.

We hold stock for a great variety of crafts
and model making hobbies, including mould making
and casting. We supply all the tools, adhesives,
materials, plans, kits and craft books you could need.

Knights Hill Square, London SE27 OHH. Tel: 020 8761 4244
mall@hobby.uk.com Visit: www.hobby.uk.com
THE MODELIMAKER'S YEARBOOK

Q@MGM FAIRS

Dolls House & Miniature Fairs

© Sunday 15 January 2023
Members Pavilion, County Showground, Weston
Road, STAFFORD, ST18 0BD

© Sunday 5 February 2023
Nantwich Civic Hall, Market Street,
NANTWICH, Cheshire, CW5 5DG

© Sunday 19 February 2023
Conference Centre, Westpoint, Clyst St. Mary,
EXETER, EX5 1DJ

© Sunday 26 February 2023
Dunchurch Village Hall, Rugby Road, Dunchurch,
RUGBY, Warks, CV22 6PN

© Sunday 5 March 2023
Lyndhurst Community Centre, Main Car Park,
LYNDHURST, Hants, SO43 7TNY

www.mgmfairs.co.uk enquiries@mgmfairs.co.uk

Est 1976

( Sussex(rafts Mmzaturesv

Specialist Makers of Top Quality Miniatures

Our wide range of top quality miniature replicas
can be ordered via our website

MAIL ORDER AND WEB

Plovers Cottage, 43 Rollesby Way, Happisburgh,
Norwich, Norfolk NR12 0QJ
Tel: 01692 650389 sussexcrafts @btinternet.com

C www.sussexcrafts.com )
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A blue Christmas is this miniaturist’s
dream come true

aroline Dupuis has once again

departed from her usual

white-on-white painted cot-
tage palette to create a commissioned
blue cottage shop and residence.
Caroline says this is her favourite
Christmas house ever! Her client ap-
proached her about a cottage with a
large store display window in which to
highlight her workshop and store, with
living accommodations above. Caro-
line understands cottage style well,
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BY DEB WELSSLER

capturing all the charm and delight of
tiny vintage dwellings that ooze charm
in every nook and cranny. It’s a lifelong
passion born from decades of love for
interior design.

The entire structure was designed
and made from scratch using tem-
pered hardboard, plaster, craft sticks,
paint and faux greenery. The roof is
composed of cardboard strips made
from the same material as gift boxes.
“Tjust don't stick to only miniature-size

items to make these houses,’ Caroline
points out. I shop in regular stores. You
just have to keep an eye out for things
that will translate well to twelfth scale.
always get asked about the greenery.
They are just regular sized garlands I
just cut apart into tiny pieces.” In this
case it was winter’s bare limbs and
SnowTex-covered evergreens that cre-
ated the perfect Christmas look for the
shop’s exterior.

Caroline’s quintessential style is vin-



[ the blue

tage-inspired cottages, weathered to a
soft patina that includes cracked plas-
ter, worn floorboards, faded wallpa-
per, and shabby chic furnishings. Her
windows and doors are all handmade
and mismatched, invoking an era when
cottages were put together by hand
and not with pre-made components.
The exteriors are finished with diluted
paint that allows the wood grain to
show through. What the client desired
most was a large vintage department
store display window.

"I had three windows lying around
that I wanted to use, so [ added them
to this house. Sometimes you have to
clean out that unused pieces drawer!”
Carolyn laughs. "“As for the furnish-

[a; 74
,

ings, I did find some tiny decorations at
the craft store. Most of the furniture is
made from scratch. The three things |
did not make were the workbench, the
ladder and the chair upstairs.”

A self taught artist, Caroline loves
figuring things out in her head and
then translating it onto paper. “I usu-
ally envision the house in my mind;
it just pops into my head, colour and
all. Then I draw it out, find the propor-
tions and measurements I think the
house should be. Next, I transfer all of
this onto hardboard. I cut it out using
mostly a scroll saw. Then the house
gets glued together. I always start with
the inside, plastering the walls and lay-
ing the wood floor first. The entire in-
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terior, including electrics, gets done.
Then I move on to the exterior. Plaster
first, then the roof. Paint and age and
add greenery!”’

Some times the smallest details can
be the most difficult. For Caroline the
hardest part was hanging the fiddly lit-
tle glittery stars in the display window
and getting the bicycle hung in the
right position and at the proper height.

Carolyn loves acquiring all the
components and laying them all out on
her desk. Seeing it all together, fabrics,
wallpaper, and accessories, gives her
that excitement to get the house donel!
When she’s not busy creating, she
spends hours on Pinterest. “I love Pin-
terest. I can't believe I have a job that
actually pays me to linger on Pinterest
for hours! Also, [ love magazines like
Victoria magagzine. I look for a photo
that stirs some sort of imagination in-
side me. It can be a photo of anything.
Sometimes just the colours, or time of
year or even a cake sets off my imagi-
nation.” Once inspiration strikes, she’s
off to her workshop.

“It's a lot like the workshops I cre-
ate in my doll's houses. A huge dining

#EY0UT 07 THE BLUE
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table is my desk made of unfinished
wood and metal. Then I have a huge
print maker’s cabinet with glass hutch
to store lots of materials. There’s a
white pie cabinet. Everything is in grey
and white shades. I age all my framed
art. It's a very vintage elegant space
that mixes romance and a touch of
industrial.’ Her most valued tools are
her scroll saw and hot glue gun. Caro-

Sometimes you have
to clean out that un-
used pieces drawer!

line loves working alone and in a quiet
spot, so teaching workshops is not on
her dance card.

Most of Caroline’s work is either
sold on Etsy or are client commis-
sions, although she has done work for
a couple of celebrities. She has had
one home featured in the New York
Times and was also offered a show in
Hollywood. Shabby chic cottages are
popular wherever you live! Her next
plece is a timber and plaster house,
followed by a New England-style
beach cottage. But who knows? There
are times her imagination or that of a
client interrupts the best laid plans!

“I'm so honoured by all the support
everyone always gives me on my blog,
Instagram, Facebook and in my Etsy
shop. [ feel very loved by everyone.
And I'm so proud to be part of the mini
community.’
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How Kit was transformed
Into gingerbread cottage

Mindy tells us how much fun she had turning a bare kit into
a special gingerbread house that will last long after the
Christmas celebrations are over

BY MINDY FEAGINS-MAYOVSKY.

¥ started collecting miniature figu-
rines when [ was a little girl but
was never into dolls growing up. [
only discovered my love of build-
ing doll's houses as an adult. In 2020
[ was the lucky purchaser of an entire
doll's house and miniatures store, for-
merly called Dottie’s Attic. It has been
the catalyst for building several houses
since. This is one of my creations: The
Gingerbread Christmas Cottage.

It's a twelfth scale kit called the Sug-
arplum by Greenleaf. I altered the kit
a little bit, cutting off the benches from
the front porch, and [ made a wider
chimney.

This house gave me the most fun
of any one I've ever made! [ have
always loved gingerbread houses at
Christmas time, but they never last, so |
decided to make one from this kit.

Each shingle was individually paint-
ed and carefully applied to resemble
Necco candy wafers. The brown sugar
walkway and garden bedding was
made by layering glue and sand. The
lollipops and other candy decorations
and snowflakes are mini Christmas
tree ornaments that I found at a local
craft store. The ice sculpture reindeer
is also a Christmas ornament. There
are even some vintage buttons for
stepping stones and popcorn plants.

The snow is something of my own
making, and [ wasn't sure it would work.
In the past I've tried different products
that have always ended up cracking.
For this, [ painted a base coat of white,
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and glued down a whole bunch of reg-
ular cotton balls. I then applied a layer
of Mod Podge, only to discover the en-
tire thing turned yellow. No one wants
yellow snow! Nothing a bit of paint
couldn't fix, luckily. I also sprinkled on
some fine dlitter, then sealed the whole
thing again under Mod Podge, this time
with the desired effect. It’s rock hard
and has stayed intact as it should.

The gingerbread texture on the
house was made with a paint and sand
mixture. The icing trim is just card
stock glued on and then covered in a
layer of jointing compound and paint. [
did seal the entire exterior with matte
Mod Podge to protect the finishes.

The chimney is made from card-
board. I cut little bricks from a styro-
foam cup, adding jointing compound
for grout, and then painted and embel-
lished with candy ornaments.

Inside, the furnishings are mostly
common items from my own collec-
tion from over the years. I made the
little Christmas presents from pieces of
wood and paper and miniature bows.
Very simple, just like wrapping a real
Christmas present. Dottie made the lit-
tle dresser on the first floor. The brown
braided rug is a vintage artist piece
from 1988, and the silly reindeer head
is part of a handmade Christmas orna-
ment that I've had forever.

Santa is busy at his desk on the top
floor. He'’s surrounded by little vintage
items and toys. The globe is a vintage
metal pencil sharpener. Santa himself
is a handmade primitive style Christ-
mas pin that [ purchased at an estate
sale — the owner had a little spotin a
store at one time called The Tuffet. She
made all sorts of handmade felt and
hand painted wooden pins and jewel-
lery. Some of the little wooden painted
items are from her as well.

The rocking horse is a beautiful hand
painted metal piece from Dottie’s shop,
artist unknown. It’s very detailed and
was a perfect addition to the house.

There are even handmade wooden
pull toys that really work.

All of the trees are common bottle
brush trees that can be found at craft
stores everywhere. These candy col-
our trees came out at Christmas one
year. [ bought them, not really know-
ing what I would use them for, but as
it turns out they were meant to be with
this little house.
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€ I have always loved gingerbread #
houses at Christmas time, but 2
they never last, so I decided to o
make one from this kit.§ o S— =S
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Make a Shanby
chic Stocking

Never mind those bright reds and greens, this
is a different type of stocking to hang in your
house full of sand.. and shabby chic elegance

BY CAROLINE DUPUTS
dd a romantic touchto == =
your scene by making 5
this charming stock- ‘g
ing! ‘_:-.
You will need Wi
Fabric of your choice j‘ﬁg
Thread to match R
fabric ¢
Scissors o
Needle Step 1. Draw a stocking
Paper or thin card shape on paper or card
stock stock, making sure the tip of
Pin your stocking has enough
Decorative bits and space to turn inside out. Cut
trim out your pattern.
Clue sticks and hot
glue gun

Sand or other filler
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Step 2. Fold the fabric in
half and trace your pattern
up against the folded edge.
This way you avoid having
to sew an extra seam. Cut
out the stocking.

Step 3. Fold the fabric so
that the ‘wrong’ side is fac-
Ing out. Sew the remaining
edges together and turn out
to the ‘right’ side.

Step 4. Flip the top part of
the sock down. It will give
you a neat edge at the top.

Step 5. Cut some trim or

a ruffle for the top of the
stocking. Attach it with white
craft glue, hot glue, or by
stitching it.

Step 6. Fill the stocking with
sand, stopping 1/2” from
the top. You can use pillow
stuffing, coffee, or even bak-
ing soda to stuff the stock-
ing — just about anything will
work.



Step 7. Now, get your
stocking goodies ready.
squeezed out a layer of hot
glue that covers the sand
and will keep it inside the
stocking. While the glue was
hot I inserted some Christ-
mas trimming. You can use
pine bits, little candy canes
— whatever you can find. You
can even use live green-
ery Letdry.

Step 8. One more detail [
like to add — put a dot of hot
glue at the middle front of
the stocking foot. Squish the
front to it to give your stock-
ing a more realistic shape.
Hang on your miniature
mantelpiece and you are
done. Merry Christmas!

e MINT MAKES

Potted Christmas
1S fun to make

Wish your mini visitors a Merry Christmas
with a lovely little tabletop tree that you can
create in no time at all

elebrate Christmas

with this little tree in a

pot. This is the perfect

accent for a small
space where you want some
festive joy!

Step 1. Coat a twelfth scale
plant pot with red acrylic
paint. Allow to dry before
adding a second layer.

Step 2. Take a white acrylic
paint pen with an extra fine
point and cover the now red
plant pot with tiny dots to
create that seasonal snowy
effect.

BY SADIE BROWN

Step 3. To make the Christ-
mas tree itself, paint the
head of a single stem of
dried canary grass (phala-
ris) with green acrylic paint.
Allow to dry thoroughly and
cut the stem away, leaving
just the head.

Step 4. Fill the plant pot
with brown clay and then
use craft glue to stick the
Christmas tree on top. Once
the glue has dried, use your
fingers to arrange and ‘fluff

You will need
Polymer clay: red,
brown
Small paintbrush
Scissors
Acrylic paint: red,
green
Extra fine point white

out’ the tree —just like the
real thing!

Step 5. Create simple but
effective baubles for the
tree by rolling bright red
clay into tiny balls. Bake and
leave to cool.

Step 6. Complete the look
by gluing the baubles to the
tree.

Happy Christmas!

acrylic paint pen

Cratt glue

Twelfth scale terra-
cotta plant pot

1 stem of dried ca-
nary grass (for flower
arrangements) in a
natural/straw shade

DOLLS HOUSE WORLD 27



ey MINT MAKES

Ghristmas shelf
for the kitchen

Here is a quick and easy way to brighten up your kitchen
for the festive season, but it will also be a useful place to
keep bits and pieces in other rooms in the house

BY LLAINE DAY

his is a lovely little shelf that we've

decorated for Christmas, but the

idea can be used any time of the

year. Add it to the playroom for
toys and games, the study for all those
extra books and papers, the bathroom
for all of those bottles and extra towels
and even in the shed to put your paints
and tools on.

Cutting

Cut out two brackets from the piece
of moulding, then drill holes to take the
towel rail.

Cut the wood for the shelf.

Painting

When using Crackle Claze the
basecoat is the colour that will show
through the cracks, so we have used a
dark green.

Apply the basecoat colour to the
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shelf, brackets and towel rail — and
leave to dry.

Apply Crackle Glaze — follow the in-
structions and you will get the crackle
finish that you require. A thick coat of
glaze gives large cracks in the topcoat
of paint, whereas a thin coat will give
tiny cracks.

Leave the Crackle Glaze to dry —
then add the topcoat. As the topcoat
is applied you will immediately see
cracks starting to appear. Only apply
the topcoat paint in one sweep — do
not go over the paint again, if you do
the cracks will not appear.

Leave everything to dry again.

Assembly
Clue the brackets underneath, ap-

proximately 1/2in from each end. Make

sure they are square to the shelf.

Slide the towel rail into the holes,
and cut ends close to the brackets.
Add a tiny dab of glue to each end of
the rail.

Items for the shelf

Wooden bowls - have just been
stained a darker colour — but you can
use any bowls that you have available.
Class jar — cover with a piece of
gingham fabric; tie round with cotton
thread; then trim fabric to neaten the
edge.

Pudding basin — cover basin with a
piece of white cotton; tie round with
cotton thread; then trim fabric to
neaten the edge.

Recipe book - cut out (see Cutouts
P37) and make up; cover either with
very fine leather or colourful paper.
Christmas plate — use paper plate; cut
out (see Cutouts P37) and glue centre
motif; draw thin line around edge.
Cloths — cut out pieces of white cotton,
approximately 1 3/4in by lin; draw
lines using coloured pen to make the
pattern. Or print your pattern on to
fabric sheets that can go through your
printer.

Then add whatever other items you
may have like Christmas cards, holly,
scissors or a ball of string — anything
that you need to keep around in the
kitchen.

You will need
Basswood — 3in x 3/4in x 1/8in
Moulding for brackets
Cocktail stick
Acrylic paint — dark green and
pale green
Crackle Claze

Items for shelf

Wooden bowls

Class jar

Pudding bowl - Christmas pud-
ding

Recipe book

Christmas plate

Cloths
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Top: Three little pigs with the materials they
will use to build their houses.

Above: An elephant marching band!
Below: These bunnies are getting ready for
Easter.

Bottom: Veronique’s signature miniature
birdhouses.

e MEET THE MAKER

Cute creatures star in a
magical miniature worlg

Veronique Lux is a talented artisan who weaves miniature
dreams created with whimsy. Step into her world that is full
of passion and creativity

BY JOAN MCKENIIE

s a child, Veronique

loved playing with her

sisters with little home-

made characters and
kit furniture. She did not have
a doll's house. At that time she
found a cardboard box would
work just as well if she used
her imagination. There was
never a time when she wasn't building,
drawing or painting.

Today she does own a doll's house
that was built by Frances England. It is
full of furniture and accessories made
by artists from around the world. In
addition to her miniature collection she
also collects children’s books, old toys
and decorative objects so her full size
house is just as full and as busy as her
doll's housel!

After visiting multiple miniature
shows, Veronique decided to launch
her own original creations. She has a
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very unique design and style.
If you look at her work, you'll
immediately know that it
belongs to her and her alone.
| She is a prolific artist with
, many customers.
| Her first miniature show,
, where she displayed her

“« handmade treasures, was
close to home in Paris, then she went
to London and next to America. She
has also dreamed about exhibiting in
Japan. She showcases her work across
most social media platforms.

Veronique takes inspiration from
children'’s books, many as old as 60
years, also from old toy catalogues, the
internet and Pinterest.

With some student training in draw-
ing and painting, Veronique finds that
once she has a drawing in place, she is
then confident that she can transform it
into something three dimensional.

As an artisan and miniaturist, she
has finely honed skills. Originally;
she began by creating miniature bird
cages which she has now perfected
and no doll's house should be without
one of those charming pieces! They
come in all sizes and colours and each
one is charming.

She soon decided that her unique
art forms would be representations of
small humanised animals such as little
rabbits, hedgehogs, squirrels, pigs,
cats, mice, etc. These creatures are al-
ways busy working through life’s daily
activities.



Top: A twelfth scale toy shop full of hand-
made items.

Above: Mummy bunny is rocking her little
one to sleep.

Right: Veronique makes small shops to
display her miniature creations.
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Above: The Tom Thumb toy shop is a welcome gathering place for many creatures.
Left: Bunnies carrying wood.
Below: A hand full of little kittens dressed in charming little outfits!

32 DOLLS HOUSE WORLD




She loves portraying festive moods
and family projects like trimming a
tree.

Veronique also loves making shops
and very small houses largely inspired
by fairy tales and children's stories so
that her imagination will take over and
before she knows it, her concept has
come to life.

Her passion for miniatures compels
her to work every day of the week. “It

would be very helpful if I had more
than two hands and more than 24 hours
in each day to achieve all that I want to
create”. She has more ideas than she
can possibly make at any given time,
so she takes notes and makes sketch-
es to remind her of the ideas. Then,
when she has the time, she executes
them into her wonderful art form.

In the future, Veronique would like
to devote herself to creating illustra-

Top left: An extensive collection of minia-
tures, both cherished antiques and hand-
made art.

Above: Friends keeping warm on a chilly

day.

tions in parallel with her work. What
an ingenious idea. [ have some of

her original paintings and they are so
instantly recognisable as her signa-
ture art work. She said: “When [ was a
child, I was never bored. It's wonderful
to be passionate about our work!”

The passion and creativity are burst-
ing out all over her work. Enjoy the
beautiful photographs showcasing her
creations.
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A charming Petite Bc

The beautiful curves of a metal framed find instantly appealed to Sue Barcelona and right
away she knew it could be turned into a beautiful French boutique

ike Sue Barcelona, had I seen
L this unusual building (pictured

opposite) for sale I would not
have been able to walk away either. Its
lovely shape was just calling out to be
made into a Christmas shop as far as
Sue was concerned, and how right she
was. It's just perfect.

Working with her husband Russ,
they cut off the chicken wire at the
back to create a wall, which Sue had
already decided would have an olde
world look to it. Sue started search-
IngYou Tube for suitable videos, and
ended up watching so many that her
ideas were forming thick and fast. She
also realised that she would be able to
make a lot of the things herself, which
she found exciting.

Having already acquired various

34 DOLLS HOUSE WORLD

BY SANDRA ARDING

pieces of old doll’s house furniture
which was not the style she wanted,
she realised that she could give them
a makeover for her Christmas shop. A
picture was by now forming in Sue’s
head, and, as she loves France, the
shop would be what she imagined a
French Christmas shop would look
like, and be called: “My Little Petite
Boutique”.

The chaise was bought from an etsy
shop, whilst tiny parcels were made
and wrapped and placed perfectly.
Delightful paintings and prints were
carefully arranged and a cuckoo clock
and other matching items added to
the walls. The pretty Christmas trees
were decorated with various sized
baubles and lovely swathes of ivy and
ribbon decorate the fireplace along-

side candle holders and other acces-
sories. There is even a tiny doll’s house
amongst the display and a wonderful
clock over the fireplace in pride of
place.

There are numerous tiny animals all
decorated for Christmas, a carousel,
and several angels. The distressed
chairs and tables, full to overflow-
ing, were painted and decorated by
Sue, and even the urns all match this
delightful monochrome effect. This is
not as easy to do as you might think. It
takes a lot of thought, and this is what
makes this scene so delightful and
different to the typical red and green
Christmas variety.

Interestingly, when Sue first be-
came interested in miniatures, she
was overwhelmed by everything she
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saw on the internet, on Facebook and
In magazines and began by creating
miniature gardens in her garden. Just
look how she has developed her skills
since those early days.

The attention to detail in this crea-
tion is amazing, and I think that this is
an idea that one or two of us might just

copy.
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v community of dolls

needed to keep

their heads warm in

this cold weather so
[ came up with a quick solu-
tion. Ask your friends and
family for their old gloves or
get a pair at the pound store
to save some cash.

Step 1. We got these finger-
less gloves and it turns out
you can make hats in two
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Gloves are oft for
Quick winter hats

Here’s an easy no-knit way of creating warm
stylish hats for your dolls — all you need is
some old gloves and scissors

BY RANDALL CASTLE

different ways with these.
First you can cut off the
thumb about an inch from
the top. This makes for a hip
simple hat that kind of cov-
ers the eyes. Or you can cut
it shorter.

o X
Step 2. Another option is to
cut of the finger-less part
with sharp scissors about an
inch down.

You will need
Old or new gloves
Scissors
Needle
Matching thread
Tacky glue

Step 3. Turn it inside out and
get your needle and thread
ready.

Step 4. Sew the end you cut
to a rounded shape.

Step 5. Cut away the extra
glove fabric as close to the
stitches as you can.

Step 6. Touch the cut edges
with some tacky glue if you
are worried about the knit
unravelling.

il

Step 7. Turn it inside out and
now the part that is around
the doll's face has a nice
trim to it.




Cut covers in thin card and cover
with leather or coloured paper
Inner sheets for covers

Christmas recipe book

O® 4 9 ¢

Christmas

OYd SLNOLMTO dHL

remember
all Cutouts
are copyright
and are only
for your own
personal use.

Please




FIND DOLL’S HOUSE AND MINIATURE MAKERS IN THE ETSY ONLINE STORE

ETSYR

SHOP DIRECTORY

GSMiniaturecreations
1/12th scale handmade dolls house miniature food 1/12th scale hand crafted, detailed miniatures

» pollyspantryminifood.etsy.com » GSMiniaturecreations.etsy.com

Polly’s Pantry

Evamini
Individual, handmade miniatures & roomboxes
» Evamini.etsy.com

LaserShrinkRay

Fixtures, fittings and more. 24th, 48th and 144th scales
» LaserShrinkRay.etsy.com
LadiesMileMiniatures

Miniature Flower Kits & Handmade Dolls House Plants

» LadiesMileMiniatures.etsy.com

SallyanneCeramicsUK

Quirky, handmade, miniature ceramics
> sallyanneceramicsUK.etsy.com

Sharonsminiknits Zenasminiatures
1.12th knitted clothing, knitting needles, full range of Venne cottons Unique miniature clothing, kits and downloads

» Sharonsminiknits.etsy.com > Zenasminiatures.etsy.com

Scale Buildings DIY

High quality Laser Cut buildings in 1/144th, 1/48th, 1/24th. GET LISTED: If you have an Etsy store, make sure you're

» ScaleModelDIY.etsy.com reaching thousands of miniaturists around the world with an
advert in DHW'’s Etsy Shop Directory. It costs as little as

Ribbonwood Cottage £14.99 a month. Call Maria on +44 (0) 7730 622416 or email

Lovely and delightful miniature designs. maria@ashdown.co.uk to find out more.

> www.etsy.com/listing/642778800/christmas-miniature-tour-29-page i ) .
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ These sites are free to browse without subscribing to Etsy.

Paganmoonminiatures ——

1:12 OOAK witch & gothic inspired miniatures & more > ,

» Paganmoonminiatures.etsy.com FIND BEAUTIFUL
........................................................................................................................... HANDMADE T]:N'Y'

CrissCrossMiniatures

1/12th scale handmade pictures, screens & period furniture
» CrissCrossMiniatures.etsy.com

It’s a Miniature world

1/12 scale handmade Dolls House accessories

> itsaminiatureworldl.etsy.com
BAurearte Miniatures

Unique handpainted dollhouse miniatures

> www.etsy.com/shop/Aurearte

Green Gypsies

Unique mini home decor pieces
» greengypsies.etsy.com
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Wrapping
up wood

Mini presents will add
to your festive scene

ou can browse online to
I find some wonderful ideas
for creating miniature
Christmas presents. Although you

may see full-sized ideas, you can
easily re-create them in miniature.

Step 1. Using blocks of wood as
the base for the gifts makes wrap-
ping the paper around easy, as
the paper can be glued directly
on to the blocks and the corners
and edges flattened without dis-
torting the crisp shape.

Step 2. Then follow the ideas you
found for decorating, either using
ribbons and roses, or feathers
and other trimmings to make
each present extra special.

TOPTIP

: Self-adhesive ribbon is perfect

5 for little gifts and can be bought in
i avariety of different colours and

¢ designs.

ey MINT MAKES

- Jolly bauble..
wreath

Make a colourful wreath for
your Christmas scene

BY KATIEWILL

his jolly bauble wreath is the per-

fect highlight to your festive decor.

Although simple to put together,

it makes a high impact statement
on any modern doll’s house door or as
part of a decoration table as shown!

Step 1. Place the macrame ring on

a flat surface and using craft glue,
adhere 4mm glass pearls around the
outer and inner edge of the ring, alter-
nating the colours as you go and then
leave to dry completely.

You will need

Undrilled glass pearls in sizes
2mm, 4mm and 6mm and in your
choice of colours

3cm dia. macrame ring

Craft glue

20cm length of coordinating
4mm wide ribbon

Step 2. Again, using craft glue, adhere
a mixture of 4mm and 6mm glass
pearls to top surface of ring until cov-
ered and leave to dry.

Step 3. Flll any gaps on the ring using
the smaller 2mm glass pearls.

Step 4. Tie a tiny bow with the ribbon
and attach with a dab of craft glue.

This wreath is beckoning you to try
variations — why not add small charms,
gems Or even your own polymer clay
creations? Also, add larger left over
pearls to your doll's house Christmas
tree for a coordinated theme.
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Santa's sack

hanks to stiffening liquid, it
‘ is possible to make a firm,
freestanding sack that will

not spill its contents unless pro-

voked. I used fine hessian fabric
for mine.

You will need

Fabric of your choice, cut
Into a rectangle approxi-
mately 4 1/2 x 3 1/2in

Fray Check

Sewing thread to match

Stiffening liquid

Old poster colour brush

Small tube, jar or round
canister

Waxed paper

To make

Fray check the fabric all round
and leave to dry.

Turn a narrow hem along one
long edge of the Hessian and
either sew or glue it down.

With right sides together, fold
the rectangle in half with the
shorter sides touching.

Make a narrow seam along the
raw edges, and over-sew after-
wards.

Turn the right way out and
finger press the seams flat.

Paint the stiffening liquid liber-
ally over the sack and allow it to
soak in.

Place the jar or canister inside
the sack, and pull the fabric down
at one side so that the opening
is at an angle to the sides. Leave
until the fabric is just damp.

Remove the canister and shape

: the sack as you
want it. Leave
i .. until really dry;
©57 then fill.
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t our festive gatherings fam-

ily and friends join together to
make gingerbread houses. In
this tutorial we will make mini

Step 1. Cut three 1-1/2" squares from
craft foam.

You will need

Craft foam - beige 5mm thick

X-Acto knife

Scissors - straight and decora-
tive edge

Metal ruler

Super glue or quick bond

Aluminium foil

Artist chalk - tan, brown

Toothpick

White acrylic caulk (found in
the hardware store)

Glossy Mod Podge

Optional: beads, candy canes,
Styrofoam balls, paint, 1/8” circle
punch

Make fun gingerbread
nouses from foam

If you don’t like working with polymer clay don’t
worry, Kim is here to give you an alternative way
of creating cute gingerbread houses

BY KIM SANBORN

Step 2. Clue the squares together in
three layers. Cover the surface of the
square totally Make sure the edges
line up. Let them dry completely.

Step 3. Using the knife, cut the square
from corner to corner in both direc-
tions to make four triangles.
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Step 4. With the triangle pointing up,
cut 1/2” off each side of the base.
Leave 1/2" for the bottom of the house.
Repeat this step with the remaining
triangles.

Step 8. Crumple aluminium foil, and
press into the front and back of the
house.

Step 8. Mix white acrylic caulk with Step 10. For a simpler design, use
a small amount of glossy Mod Podge decorative scissors and cut white craft
together until it is the consistency of foam for trim and glue it on.

real frosting.

Step 6. Apply artist chalk to the edges
to make it look like it was baked.

Step 11. Leftover 'frosting’ can be
Step 9. Decorate the house. Punch 1/8” added to bowls. Let dry up to 2 days
circles out coloured fun foam. Frost the  depending on the caulk thickness.

roof and add ‘shingles’ on top. Icicles When you finish, you will have a

can be made by dripping frosting from  miniature village of gingerbread hous-

the edges of the roof. es to adorn your doll's house table or
Step 7. Cut a piece of beige craft foam mantelpiece.

3/4"x 1- 1/4" for the roof. Fold in half to
find the centre, unfold. Clue to the top
of the house. Add texture and chalk if
you're not decorating the house.
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Enjoy this hearttelt C

Allow your eyes to linger over the details of another magically assembled
scene from Joan Warren’s wonderful collection

oan Warren has one of the most en-
viable miniature collections outside
of any museum in the USA.

She began collecting miniatures
when she was a young child. She
enjoyed other activities as a teenager
and as a young adult, but returned to
her miniature passion during her early
30’s. She had been browsing in a local
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BY JOAN MCKENZLE PHOTOGRAPHY BY MEGAN DELTI

miniature shop that also had some
lovely artisan crafted miniatures by
Ann Caesar. It was at that shop that she

spotted her first copy of Nutshell News.

Next, she attended her first miniature
show, met the wonderful doll artisan
named Susan Scogdin, and remained
an admirer and a friend for several
decades that followed.

In this feature Joan is giving us a
glimpse of her recently assembled
roombox with children playing dress-
up as nurses, in their bedroom dur-
ing the indoor warmth of one festive
season. Depicted here is a unique
roombox created 30 years ago by Su-
san Fisher from Connecticut. Originally
this room box had a colonial theme,



which Joan immediately recognised

as something that she would eventu-
ally transform. Today we view it as a
living room set in France. Several years
after having sold the original contents,
Joan decided it was time to give this
room box an entirely new life and look
simply by changing the wallpaper and
the furnishings. Joan says this is simple,
but she is just being humble. Her art-
ist's eye has always been able to select
the most unique miniature items that
go together beautifully. It is as if the
entire room box had originally been
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designed to be exactly what we are
Now viewing.

The primary artisan that Joan
worked with to create this scene is
the well-known doll maker Svetlana
Blasing from Germany. Svetlana made
every doll shown here except for
the small child descending the steps

Above left: View of the room box from the
left.

Above: Another one of Joan’s beautiful
scenes where every item is a work of art.

Right: A delicious cake is ready to be eaten.
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wearing a white nightgown, which was
made by Joan's friend Susan Scogin.
Svetlana has been brilliantly help-

ful bringing Joan'’s visions to life. She
clearly prioritised Joan'’s vision, and
created the special request within one
weeks' time. Joan knew she could rely
on Svetlana to complete this vision as
they had worked together multiple
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times in the past with pleasing results.
Other pieces had been previously
found online or used from Joan'’s own
collection.

Tiny Doll House of NYC is another
reliable source for many of Joan's
miniatures (see their advert on P18).
Leslie Edelman and Timothy Potter are
the owners of that shop and Joan finds

Above: A view of the whol roombox. The
little girls play dress up as nurses during the
holiday season.

Left: Natasha Sleigh bed dressed by Marcia
McClean.

them to be sincere and kind people
who are a pleasure to work with. Joan
bought many of the finer miniatures in
this room from them, starting with the
‘Natasha’ daybed.

While it took approximately four
months to complete this room box,
Joan knows instinctively what miniature
belongs in any setting that she is work-
ing on as soon as she sees it, but they
are usually costly, so she must work
slowly. That's why her room boxes
often do not get completely furnished
for many months. It is always a happy
feeling when she discovers that she
has the right complementary pieces
to finish her concept entirely. The
‘Natasha’ vintage day bed and the Art
Deco vintage chair by Lynn Whisenant,
with the hand painted tiger stripes
on suede, was found on the Tiny Doll
House website. Joan always knew that
these items would complement her
special daybed. She had experienced
the same joy upon discovering the




items by Aurea Segura of Aurearte
Miniatures (see her advert on P38).
Aurea’s work is often breathtaking, as
she is a brilliantly talented artisan. The
hand-painted cabinet which had been
rendered with a beautiful winter theme
was another inspiring piece that Joan
added to this setting - that had also
been created by Aurea.

Joan has always loved winter scenes,
so finding these two complementary
miniatures sparked her creativity rush
making all of Joan'’s ideas suddenly
come together to complete the design
for this roombox quite easily. After find-
ing the basics, these were the staples
that provided the anchors for her story.

Prior to creating this scene, Joan
had purchased some enchanting dolls
identified as little children dressed as
nurses, created by Svetlana Blasing.
The expression on their faces is price-
less as they are examining and treating
their tiny little bear patients.

The very first piece that inspired
Joan to begin furnishing this room box
was a glorious vintage daybed made
by Natasha. She found this piece on
Etsy and instantly fell in love with it.
Marcia McClain is a master at dressing
miniature beds, was enlisted to redress

Z¥R00M STHLE

this bed exactly to Joan's specifica-
tions. After this first treasure was ac-
quired, everything else fell into place.
As mentioned earlier, the little girl
descending the steps is one of Susan
Scogin'’s dolls. Susan is one of Joan's
favourite doll makers whose dolls she
treasures. She was lucky enough to
find this little innocent child for sale on
an Etsy shop. Since she was already
dressed in a nightgown, she immedi-
ately envisioned her coming down the
steps from her bedroom on a snowy
winter’s day. Of course, she decided
that she had to provide all the neces-

Above: Mother and daughter are holding
hands. The twelfth scale pair were made by
Svetlana Blasing.

sary playthings for her dolls. One toy is
a wonderful Renwal plastic piece from
the 1950's.

Over the fireplace hangs an oil
painting that is quite old, so Joan
added gold leaf to its frame which
adds a special touch to tarnished gold
and gave it renewed life.

In this room, that is the only oil paint-
ing displayed. The other pictures that
hang on the walls are all very lovely
paper reproductions of paintings that
are framed, which saved quite a bit of
money.

When Joan finally put the last item
into this room box she knew that her
vision had been realised and her im-
agination had been brought to life as
she had originally intended. For Joan,
designing miniature room boxes are a
rewarding past-time that she loves with
all her heart.

@ Tiny Doll House:
www.tinydollhousenewyorkcity.com
@ Aurearte Miniatures:
www.etsy.com/shop/Aurearte
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Have some foam fun with
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chocolate yule 100 cake

A chocolate log is a favourite part of many people’s
Christmas, and there’s no reason you shouldn’t

replicate that in miniature

ur Christmas celebrations are

usually centred around family

traditions. Some traditions are

long standing, some favourites
are from more recent times. Family and
friends come together around food,
seasonal festivities and memories.
Here in miniature is the classic Yule log
cake — often a centrepiece on many a
festive table.

You will need

Craft Foam: chocolate brown,
white and green (sticky back)

Tiny Styrofoam balls

X-Acto knife

Pin or sharp awl

Super glue

Acrylic Paint: white, red and
dark brown

Small stiff paint brush

Acrylic caulk (from home im-
provement store)

Mod Podge glossy

Plastic kitchen wrap or piece
of glass

Optional: serving trays, plates
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BY KIM SANBORN

Step 1. Cut brown craft foam into a 1"'x
2" rectangle, and cut white craft foam
intoa 1" x 1-1/4" rectangle

Step 2. Peel paper off brown foam and
position white foam, non sticky side
down, about 1/4” from top of brown.
This will leave approximately 1/2”

of brown at the bottom. If using non-
sticky foam glue together and allow
piece to dry thoroughly.

-l M Y E—

Step 3. Peel the paper off the white
foam. From the top, tightly roll the two
pieces of foam together.

Super glue the end of brown to the
roll. Allow piece to dry thoroughly.

Step 4. Mix a small amount of acrylic
caulk with bit of dark brown acrylic
paint until it resembles chocolate frost-
ing. Add a small amount of gloss Mod
Podge and mix completely. The frost-
ing will be darker when dry.

TOPTIP

Always keep a bottle of acetone (nail
¢ polish remover) handy when working
¢ on small objects with super glue.



Step 5. Holding the ends of the craft
foam roll, apply some ‘frosting’ to
outside of cake. Do not frost the ends
of the log.

Place on kitchen wrap or glass,
allow to slightly dry (about 1/2 hour)
then using the pin or awl make lines
from end to end that resemble bark on
a log. Place on kitchen wrap or glass
and allow to dry completely. Overnight
is best for drying time. When peeling
off glass or plastic wrap the bottom
may still be wet. Lay roll on side until
dry.

Step 6. With knife, carefully slice off
approximately an 1/8” on both ends.
Save these for individual servings.

Step 7. Use green foam to make holly
leaves. Paint Styrofoam balls red to
represent berries. Glue on top of cake.
After glue dries apply glossy Mod
Podge to only leaves and berries. For
a simpler look, stipple white paint us-
Ing a dry brush technique to look like
powdered sugar on top.

All your guests will enjoy this holi-
day treat. And it makes a great addition
to your dessert table this time of year.

N
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Quick and easy

Wood you believe it — another quick way of creating wreaths

BY SANDRA HARDING

ecide whether to have one

wood layer or two. If two,

glue them together and let
them dry.

Paint it all green. If using two lay-
ers then add a little water to your
brush and paint into all the hidden
corners. Let it dry.

Add glue to the areas you want
to add Flowersoft; dip the wreath in
the Flowersoft and cover thorough-
ly. Remove any stray bits hiding the
shape of the wreath. Let it dry.

To add the red berries just dip
brush in undiluted red paint and
dab where you want the berries to
be, as many or few as you want. Let
it dry. You may have tiny red beads
in your collection which you may
prefer to use. I wanted to keep it
simple.

Glue ribbon to the top back for
hanging, and two pieces at the bot-
tom for decoration.

Add any extra flowers or decora-
tion you want.

PS: One of the double layer
wreaths is painted only in red and
green. I did half to show you what
[ mean.

You will need

Pack of wooden wreath
shapes; mine were from
Works

Clue

Green and red acrylic paint
and brush, or colour of choice

Creen Flowersoft or colour
of choice

Ribbon, flowers, red beads,
or anything small for decora-
tion
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Club pays

rbute to Jean

at special have-a-go day

Club’s popular annual make-it extravaganza raised funds for the local hospice
while paying tribute to the late Jean Caff, a talented, well-loved member

nce again it is so pleasing

to report the success of the

annual Gatwick Dolls House
Club Have-A-Go Day which took
place in October.

The day began with sunshine and
bacon butties for all the hardworking
club members who had arrived at
the Methodist Church Hall in Horley,
Surrey, early In the morning to set out
their wares and displays of miniature
pleces made throughout the year.

Club chairman Barbara Hoyle
said: “This year was so special to us
because, with the assistance of her
daughter-in-law, Kathy, the late Jean
Caff, a well-known and respected
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BY CAROL LEWIS

miniaturist, had requested that her
vignettes, room boxes and houses
were placed for sale with all proceeds
going to St Catherine’s Hospice which
1s the charity that our club has chosen
to support over many years (Www.
stch.org.uk).

"“As many of you will know, she was
not only an extremely talented lady but
also a lovely lady who would gener-
ously share her time and her skills
with others and she always brought
her infectious laughter to our monthly
meetings.

"It was particularly poignant to see
the free form tree house, containing
typical elements of Jean's humour,
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models to take home with
please make a donation to
St Catherines Hospice

which was the last piece she made
before sadly being admitted to the
hospice herself”

This year’s demonstrations by club
members for the steady stream of
people eager to have-a-go at making
included Christmas wreaths with Zoe
Andrews, a laundry basket by Marga-
ret Miller and Sandra Fudge, a beautiful
Victorian fireplace under the tutelage
of Ralph Keemar, as well as accesso-
ries such as handbags by Sue Costello,
art deco clocks by Karen Dibben and a
traditional jack-in-the-box with Steph-
anie Methven. Carol Lewis runs a char-
ity called Swishes which provides free
emergency packs of toiletries to peo-




ple who find themselves unexpectedly
staying in hospital (www.swishes.org.
uk) and so was able to theme her dem-
onstration to miniature essentials such
as a toothpaste tube, box and brush,
tissue and soap boxes whilst also rais-
Ing funds for a worthy cause. The club
should seriously think of changing the
name of its annual day of quality dem-
onstrations to “Look what I did” as the
results were seriously impressive.

Another lovely touch is that all the
food, including delicious cakes and
biscuits, are home made. Sue Whit-
more and her husband Steve do so
well in ensuring that everyone is well
fed and watered whilst other club
members do their share in running
between the kitchen and the exhibitors
to keep up supplies.

Ours is a wonderful hobby which is
all about sharing ideas and inspiration
and as we all know, a good old rum-
mage In a box full of someone else’s
no longer required miniature pieces
is a great way of doing both. The sales
tables were full of things such as that
piece of fabric which will be just right
for the chair you didn’t know you
needed to make.

As usual, the display pieces made
by members were a stunning rep-
resentation of all scales and varied
from A Storm in a Tea Cup to the Mad
Hatter’s Tea Party along with a lovely
greenhouse in twelfth scale and a

snowy 1/24th church. There was also
a 1/48th tree stump house inhabited
by owls and a tiny 1/144th Smuggler's
Rest Inn. Other pieces showed mem-
bers’ talents in a Chinese garden and a
stunning fantasy tree lady with detailed
butterflies as leaves.

The Gatwick Dolls House Club are
well established and have managed
to thrive despite the lockdown, as
reported in a previous article. There is
a waiting list for joining the 36 exist-
Ing members and once again it should

be recognised how enthusiastic and
helpful the members are in working
together and in sharing their talents
with others on this special day.

Barbara said: "Along with the
proceeds of the tombola and other
donations the club are delighted to be
able to make a significant donation to
St Catherine’s this year which sums up
beautifully this club’s spirit and drive
— and all done whilst having a great
fun day. Bring on 2023 and book 21st
October in your diary”’
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Make a festive scene
fit for a modern family

Creating a mood board before you start is the perfect way
to make sure your Christmas room box plans come together
whatever style you choose

BY DHW DESIGN TEAM

¥t must be that time again because
my mum is already making our
Christmas cake.

Before long thoughts will turn to
decking the halls ready for the festivi-
ties and checking that those fairy lights
still work. But these days many full-size
modern homes steer clear of the tradi-
tional green and red Christmas colours
and go for something more contem-
porary. Why not do the same with your
doll's house?

Mood boards

Whether you have a period house
or a modern one the principle remains
the same. Start with a mood board and
use it to gather together all the col-
ours, textures and styles that you like

Contenporry Room Therie
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in readiness for the actual decorating.
There really are some great fabrics
and trimmings out there and in a mood
board you can bring them all together
to check how the relationship works.

It lessens the chances of disaster later
on.

Fireplace
All houses need a focal point and

generally the fireplace fills this require-

ment really well. If your house doesn't
come with a fireplace you might want
to build your own. Mine is simply
made of heavy card.

Measure the height of the room it's
going into and allow an inch out from
the wall. Allow for the thickness of your
card in your measurements or the
fireplace will not fit together properly.
Once you are happy, you can cut your
card with a craft knife.

[ found a lovely twig in the garden
the other day and immediately saw
its potential. By cutting it into one inch
long pieces I had wonderful logs to sit
in the hearth. Any leftovers could eas-
ily fill a basket beside the fire and of
course they look so seasonal.

The mantel shelf was cut from strip
wood and mitred to fit around the
outside of the chimney breast, approxi-
mately four inches from the floor. The
garland was made from ivy [ found at a
fair. Holly would be better but I found
it both difficult to find and expensive
when [ did. I threaded tiny pink beads
onto some fine jewellery wire and

twisted it around a fine piece of dowel-
ling to create a spiral, then wrapped
the vy around with small silver bows
at either end. The candles are simply
made from pearl lustre Fimo.

Sofa

To make the sofa [ adapted my sofa
bed design which I'll show you next
issue. Instead of three foam seats I
used two and added wadding before
covering the fabric to give a softer,
more voluptuous effect. The bun feet
are from a craft shop and are actually
cover plugs to hide holes.

Tree

This was originally bought for my
daughter’s house but I have acquired it
and pruned it into a realistic shape and
size. [ took it off its wooden base and
secured it into a terracotta pot. There
are two sets of tree lights from Ray
Storey, wired to a transformer. Don't be




afraid to splice wires. It is a simple pro-
cess and the overall effect is worth it.

Contemporary colour themes usu-
ally use only two colours so I kept to
pink and silver. I found some wonder-
ful beads in one of my local shops and
wired and twisted them in the same
manner as the garland.

Silver ribbon was made into tiny
bows and the stars, from a card shop,
were just glued onto the ends of the
branches. It certainly gives the de-
sired effect. With some oddments left
over from all of this I made a small box
and stuck various bits in it. Well every
house has a decorations box, why
should this one be any different?
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Step 3. With the right
You will need : 2l sides of the material fac-
Chair ’ ing, match up the front
Card or balsa wood ] and back and stitch
Wadding | : along the two side edges
Fabric ’ and the upper edge as
1/4 in dowelling ' shown. Snip the corners
Needle and thread  » b. at an angle to allow for
. 4 turning the right way
round. Diagram 3.
To make the chair

Step 1. Cut four pieces of card and
wadding 6cm x 6¢cm. Cut the card and
fabric pieces from the template shown.
The fabric already has seam allow-
ances included. Clue the card together
to form the basis of the chair and cover
the insides with wadding.

Step 2. Take the three pieces of same
sized fabric and join the edges, so you
have three pieces attached in a row. Do
the same with the three larger pieces,
joining the longer edges in the same
way. Diagram 1-2.
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Step 4. We now need to stitch the seat
piece in. This is the only tricky bit as
you are stitching around corners, but
as long as you've cut your pieces out
right it will fit. The fourth seat piece
needs to be stitched along the bottom
of the three edges of piece ‘A’. You
then have a flap left at the front. This
can be slip stitched into place once the
cover is on the frame. Diagram 4.

Step 8. Carefully turn your cover the
right way round and slip it over your
chair frame. The extra length you have

Diagram 4

all round can now be secured un-
derneath by wrapping the seat like a
parcel and gluing in place. Diagram 5.

Step 6. Now to attach the valance.
Stitch together the two ends and form
a hem around the lower edge of your
long piece of fabric. Sew a running
stitch along the top edge and gather to
fit your chair. Place the frill, right sides
facing, upside down to the base of your
chair and slip stitch it into position.

Step 7.Cut your dowel into 3/4in
lengths and with strong glue attach
one to each corner of the chair base.
To finish, cut a square from your spare
fabric, just big enough to cover the
rough edges underneath the chair.
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SL0re your minis

Make a twelfth scale hanging holder

BY SANDRA BOWEN

hen I started
making minis
everything fitted
into a couple
of shoe boxes. I then
expanded to long thin
things’ in clear plastic
candy jars, ‘tiny wee
things' in film canisters
and ‘soft pretty things’ in
poly-bags.

But all of them needed
labels and after a while I
couldn't remember what I
had meant by ‘spare bag
accessories’, ‘sandwich
kits" and ‘left-over laven-
der tapes’.

[ swear I have more
items in storage waiting
for the right setting than
actually on display in a
house or room box.

As [ was organising
everything in my world,

[ came up with the idea
of making a mini pocket
holder to organise my
twelfth scale world.

Step 1. Cut the corner
from a thick poly-bag so
that two edges are still
intact, (mine measures
2-1/2" x 4-1/27), Try it

You will need
Scissors
Poly-bag
Ruler
Crey thread/needle
Narrow braid
Hooks or paper
clips

against your mini door.

Step 2. Using grey thread
stitch the horizontal lines
across the bag using

the guidelines on your
sewing machine to keep
them parallel.

Step 3. Cut along the top
layer of polythene just be-
low each line of stitching.

Step 4. Sew the verti-
cal lines; different rows
can be different sizes for
more useful storage.

Step 5. Stick braid along
edges and trim off
threads.

Step 6. Attach two little
hooks at the top (I found
mine in one of my ‘useful’
boxes); you could bend
some out of paper clips.

Step 7. Fill the pockets
with items of your choice.

ey MINT MAKES

Baubles in a box

BY ALLCE MONROE

wonderful irides-

cent beads and my
miniaturist-mind, by now
in full, festive flow, could
see them as Christmas
baubles. Sol =
quickly de-
signed a box
for them.

]: came across some

Thin,coloured
card

PVA glue

Thin,clear acetate

Iridescent beads

Easy peasy box

Use this template to
make your box or use
one of the boxes on
Cutouts (P37).. Trace the
size and cut it out of thin,
coloured card. Score
and fold the lines where
shown to construct your
box and glue it together.
Cut out the gap for the
window and stick a piece
of clear acetate behind it.

Once your box has
dried, glue in your col-
ourful beads and now
you have your own box of
baubles.

Box top

k(;//'x(dﬁn «d

bereabides

Step 2. Score along the
lines.

Step 3.Fold and glue
together.

Step 4. Add your
decorative baubles.

Box base

Y_Score and fold ¥
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Stunning exhibrtors light up
Miniatura’s new home

Sandra pays her first visit to the big show’s new home and
finds lots to admire in the venue and the stands, which were

full of creative talents

his show, for me at least, felt more
like an old friend’s reunion than a
doll's house show and my good-
ness, what a great show it was.
We didn't make it last year, so this
was my first time at Stoneleigh, and I
wondered if it would be as good as the
NEC.

[ soon realised it was even better.
Stoneleigh Park in Warwickshire is
easy to find with loads of easy park-
ing a few yards away, great restaurant
facilities and a walk back to our hotel
of five minutes. Perfect. The first in the
queue were Leslie and Tim, from New
York (some journey) and second was
Carol from Nottingham. [ spoke to
people from Hampshire, Kent, County
Durham and Wales and it seems that
our hobby 1s well and truly alive and
kicking.

As for exhibitors I want to start with
the newbies, as we need to encour-
age them to be regulars, and take over
from oldies who eventually do retire.
CJ Miniatures we have known for a
number of years as they are regulars
at Lyndhurst and, as always, they had
lovely things on offer. Crawl Space
were there with modern urban scenes;
a crawl space, [ am told by Elliott, is
the space under homes in the US, and
are therefore grotty and spooky. Well I
didn't know that.

Merrily Mad Miniatures create witch
and wizard miniatures, a theme that
seems very popular right now. Laser
Shrink Ray creates 1/48th and even
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BY SANDRA HARDING

smaller 3D printed miniatures, includ-
ing kits. Lemon Miniatures have realis-
tic houseplants, in various scales. My
Mini Maison / Elf Miniatures have a
wide range of wonderful twelfth scale
items from soft furnishings to kitchen
appliances.

The Workshop creates twelfth and
1/24th scale houses using both exotic
and home grown timbers, and his very
first fair was at Alexandra Palace - a
blast from the past. My Little Fancies
had their stand covered in lovely flow-
ers, bedding and up-cycled shabby
chic furniture. I have saved one of the
newbies (at least to me) till last. Stick
and Go, which is an amazing product.
It's a self-adhesive, tear-proof cover
ing, which does not stick to itself, and
can be stuck and repositioned. There
are wooden and tiled floors, carpets,
wallpaper, walls of books and walls
with fireplaces and surroundings. [ am
hooked.

As always the "old"” exhibitors
(sorry) are some of the best you will
find, and [ managed to get to talk to all
of them over the two days. Mind you,

a few were so busy on Saturday that [
had to go on Sunday before opening
times to get a few minutes with them.

[ got my timing right to see a very
thrilled lady collect her commission
from the amazing Mike Kelm. It was a
harbourside cottage which Hillary is
going to turn into an artist’s studio. She
has agreed to let us put the finished
cottage in DHW, maybe next year,

hopefully. Mike, of course, apart from
being half of Kastlekelm, creates mini
scenes for many fantasy films.

Jan Southerton has been making
amazing flowers and plants for many
years but she tells us that this was
her best show, anywhere, ever and, to
quote Jan: “It's an awesome show —
many thanks to the organisers for mak-
Ing work such a pleasure”

As always there were very busy
workshops by Fredona’s Miniature
Dreams, The Rugby Miniaturists, Kit
Meggitt and The Small Scale Fid-
dlers and talks and advice from David
Bishop from Little Houses Plus. There
were demonstrations from Criss Cross
Miniatures and special exhibits from
Ayari Tudor-Jones, Beetlejuice House,
Stranger Things by Miniature Real Es-
tate and Featherstone Hall by Dee Daw
Designs. I can't believe it’s ten years
since this beauty was created by Julie.

Warley Model Railway Club put on
their delightful display of mini trains
and Rugby Miniaturists had a delight-
ful glamping exhibition. Small Scale
Fiddlers club had created realistic
looking garden scenes, including an
illegal whisky still by Annette — how
naughty. The amount of work and effort
that had gone into these displays by
both clubs was amazing and appreci-
ated by the visitors. As always, the skill
shown by The Miniature Needlework
Society always takes my breath away
— [ so envy them their talent.

Pat Cutforth’s Cancer Research UK
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charity stall attracted another instant
crowd, and this amazing lady and her
band of happy helpers raised £7000
over the weekend. Pat’s grand total
over the years for this charity now
stands at a staggering £382,220. Wow!
Andy doesn'’t charge Pat for the stand
of course, which is a nice touch.

[ picked up a doll I had ordered for
my toy shop from Smallsorts but there
were so many other lovely dolls at the
show: Crumpled and Rumpled, Cin-
derella, Kate Pinsent, Enchanted Dolls,
Kastlekelm Miniatures, Jane Laverick,
plus more. There were also teddies:
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Artist Bear Creations bear club, Five
Valley Bears, Teeny Weeny Teddies &
Friends and Shoebutton Bears. Wizard
and fantasy seem to be fashionable
at the moment, and this was reflected
in exhibitors such as Michael R Min-
latures, VH Miniatures, Kastlekelm,
Mayhem, Magic & Me, plus more.
Organiser Andy Hopwood said: “It's
heartening to see so many people
returning to the show after the last few
years. The feedback we have already
has been 100 per cent positive for this
venue and the electric atmosphere in
the hall is undeniable. My team and [

€ The feedback has been 100 per cent positive
for this venue and the electric atmosphere in
the hall is undeniable. 9

are so proud to be able to bring such
brilliant makers together with enthusi-
astic collectors.”

[ would have loved to mention eve-
ryone else who was there but [ also
have far too many pictures to show
you, and [ ran out of room — sorry.

The next Miniatura will be at Stone-
leigh Park, NAEC, Nr. Coventry, War-
wickshire, CV8 2LZ on March 18-19
2023.

@ For more information see the web-
page www.miniatura.co.uk or call
0121 783 9922.



wsAHD T E

T

c.....,aan..‘.di.,,..._c.u..l,.wwrd.,c :

CUTOUTS 2




-

0L

0

-
bestselling it Worlds best slling

} " —
!lll

L‘ World's best selling miniatures
s aad
y
-
3
|

wi g

PROJECTS
HOUSES™ " %
SHOPS
ROOMS
GARDENS

1

e

Save more than £72
when you subscrioe

There’s no better feeling than having a beautiful copy of Dolls House World
dropping through the letterbox. Eighty-four pages of inspiring projects,
features and photos, all printed on gorgeous quality paper.

And when you subscribe to the print edition we'll give you a
year’s subscription, worth £42.99, to our digital library, with a
wealth of back issues, completely free.

Not only that, you'll have access to all the programmes on our
online TV channel dollshouse.tv, worth £29.99.
That’s a combined saving of more than £72.

There’s never been a better time to subscribe. So order
easily online at dollshouseworld.com and get your hands
on the stunning print edition of the world'’s favourite doll’s house magazine.

ONE YEAR MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION: £79.99

Quersoas prces il be amendet 0 local curerey. www.dollshouseworld.com

Or call us on + 44 (0) 1903 884988  Email support@ashdown.co.uk
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Quick and easy

Sandra creates a table decoration and wreath from her stash

hoose size of button to
suit (one of mine is about
an inch and one about %

inch).

Cover button in glue and then
cover it in Flowersoft to create the
base. Let it dry.

Clue basic green leaves around
the edge. Let it dry.

Cut off separate leaves from the
glittery spray and add around as an
inner layer.

Alternate them with gold leaves,
or whatever glittery leaves you
have. Clue the ‘candle’ in the centre
and hold until it's set. Leave it all to
dry.

Add tiny pieces of red tinsel, or
whatever decoration you have to
hand. Let it dry.

You will need
I have deliberately used
stuff I had to hand to keep it
simple.

Buttons with flat base

Creen Flowersoft

Plastic greenery, small
leaves

Clittery leaves or similar cut
from larger sprays. [ had green
and gold sprays

Cocktall sticks, painted red
or gold and cut to size for the
candle

Clitter — whatever you have

A little piece of red tinsel, or
similar. Beads can be used if
you have them

Clue, tweezers, cutters for
cutting wire from sprays if
needed

BY SANDRA HARDING

Sprinkle generously with dlitter,
some will stay on.

Notes: One of these is made simply
by using plain green paper cut to
create leaf shapes, with shiny green
and silver paper leaf shapes on

the top layer. [ added green glit-
ter, shiny green beads and a green

painted cocktail stick, all stuck on a
button.

The wreath is simply a piece cut
from a string of decoration with gold
stars, formed into a circle. I then
glued on several of the aforemen-
tioned green and gold leaves off the
sprays I already had. Then [ added
a dash of gold dlitter.
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he funny thing about this shop is
that I really shouldn'’t have bought
it. When I arrived at the Gatwick
club’'s Have a Go Day a few years
ago I had been reciting my mantra “I
must not buy another house” all the
way there, occasionally said out loud.

Within seconds of my arrival, my
over-vigilant husband caught me look-
ing covetously at this distinctly irresisti-
ble shop on Desna Tysoe’s stand. Even
though the shop was very shallow,
maybe about 7-8 inches, and had a flat
roof, I really had no choice, did I?

It was an untouched, unpainted bare
canvas, just waiting for me to do some-
thing lovely with. At that point [ had no
idea what, but [ have quite a collection
of tiny doll's houses and more toys than
I needed, so it soon became obvious:
a doll's house and toy shop. Then I just
had to convince my husband that add-
ing a few more inches to the structure
would be easy (Ilied). He is not a man
to be beaten by any challenge [ have
given him, and this was no exception.
Within a week or so, I had my lovely
large shop, now 14 inches deep.

[ really wanted it to be at Christ-
mas time, but realising there was no
room to do a grotto in the actual shop
[ asked my ever patient husband to
make me one on the flat roof of course.
[ got so excited at having a grotto,
decorated and finished it before I had
even started the shop.

['had a Christmas card for a back-
drop, and several decorated Christmas
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Sandra succumbs to the charms of a shop that,
with help from her husband, becomes the perfect
home for her collection of tiny houses and toys

BY SANDRA HARDING

trees (see DHW issue 315). [ used
fake snow to cover the floor, added

a sack of toys and a chest of more
toys from stock, along with a chair for
Santa. There are two little girls in the
grotto, one made by talented maker
Jan Clarke and the other from stock.
The adorable reindeer was a Miniatura
purchase and he finally had a perma-
nent home - right at the front of the
grotto, in pride of place, and Santa was
bought. The electrics for the grotto are
independent, and operate simply by a
set of fairy lights which create the right
look for a grotto.

The shop is twelfth scale and the
first thing we did of course was work
out where I wanted the lighting and the
non-existent stairs. I only have actual
stairs in my Tudor house (DHW issues
336 - 338) and my other houses all
have pretend stairs, which saves a lot
of room for more interesting things. A
pretend stair corner unit was built for
the ground and first floor in the corner

of the room, with a glass topped door
at the front.

Electrics were added on both floors
behind the fake door and centre lights
put in. My husband did an amazing
job painting the outside to look like
Georgian brick work using tile grout,
which he smoothed and then carefully
scored to make the brick shape. It took
him hours. The letters for the name
were just on a card from Hobbycraft
and the style and colours suited the
shop I think.

We papered both floors in old book
binding paper I had in stock and the
floors are wooden strips polished
with shoe polish. The set of shelves on
the first floor were bought and those
for the doll's houses were made to fit
the doll's houses I already had in my
collection. One of them is a Christmas
tree decoration that lights up and said
baby’s first Christmas, which I painted.
[ decorated and made the furniture
for a couple, while another is from
Austria, with a peephole to view the
Alps. There are a couple of specials
amongst them.

A glorious little furnished chateau
with three rooms of furniture, all made
from kits, was made using a lot of
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patience. Another is a kit from Jane Har-
rop which I made along with the tiny
adorable doll's houses inside: a doll’s
house shop inside a doll's house shop.
There are other kits which [ made and
filled with even more furniture. The ma-
ture lady, Mrs Montague Smythe, was
made by Toni of Smallsorts, the lady at
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The team at Dolls House World weren't sitting idly
by during lockdown. As well as producing the

magazine we also came up with an online news-
letter to serve the mini community.

But the good news is that Dollshouse.live
has been such an amazing success that
we've decided we have to keep it running.

Dollshouse.live is full of fascinating
features, projects and videos, and all
totally free — little wonder the
site has become incredibly
popular with miniatur-
ists in the UK and
around the world.

The newsletter began as a way of keeping miniaturists in
touch with the hobby during lockdown, and also letting people
know how makers and others were coping with isolation.

)

But it has grown incredibly. Now our mini mad team add new features
every week. We are sharing articles from the magazine, but are

bringing you a wealth of exciting new content and up-to-the minute
news on shows and makers.

So don’t miss out. Go to www.dollshouse.live
on your computer or phone now to read
the site everyone’s talking about.
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the counter was a Christmas present
and the little girl was from stock and
should be in the grotto. Several other
houses on the shelves are pretty resin
houses, some of which I repainted, and
a Dutch house which I didn't.

Upstairs, on your way to the grotto,
you will be astonished at the amount of
stock there is, from teddies of course,
many from Toni of Smallsorts, who also
made the lovely little chairs, plus Shoe-
button Bears, Five Valley Bears along

with other fine teddy makers from all
over the world. Toni also made me the
lovely chap sitting stuffing teddies for
the Christmas rush; his name is Percy
Vere.

Many of the dolls are from Tower
House Dolls and other makers and the
adorable little ones in the shop window
were by Judy Anderson, and I love
them. There are also many other talent-
ed makers’ items and more toys from
Christmas crackers and many shows

over the years.

The nativity on the top shelf is one
I put together for DHW (issue 337)
using buttons and a stable [ made.
There are dozens of games and books,
many are cutouts from DHW, and there
are several moving toys from L & A
St Leger, plus so many from various
shows over the years.

[ had great fun turning this bare can-
vas into my Once Upon a Time shop
and grotto. Hope you like it too.
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SISterly love shines In
Hummingbird Cottage

A chance find at an estate sale led Joan to create a house
filled with tiny treasures that would mean something special

to her beloved sister

BY JOAN MCKENIIE

ome of us are born

with a lot of imagina-

tion, and we find ways

to create what we
cannot afford, especially as
children. The following is a
true story about my younger
sister who has agreed to this
interview to share her lovely
little doll's house and her history with
miniatures.

When Jean Ricci (pictured right) was
a little girl, she was fascinated with all
things small. As a five-year-old she was
fortunate enough to have a very young
teacher named Miss Kumakawa. This
teacher asked the children to bring to
school an empty matchbox container.
In the mid 1950s milk was served in
small glass containers with a round
cardboard pull top. The teacher also
asked each child to bring in as many
of the cardboard pull tops from milk
bottles as possible.

The following day Jean came home
with a huge grin on her face as she
showed our mum how she had painted
the matchbox a shiny red colour, and
the wheels (milk bottle tops) were
painted black with silver spokes. They
made a pull-handle from spare card-
board which was painted black as well.
Inside the wagon there were little clay
bunnies with tiny cotton tails removed
from a cotton bud. I remember be-
ing so impressed at how adorable the
finished project was that I wished I
could return to kindergarten. I tried to
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make one on my own, but it
was not as good as Jean’s.

[ was always In awe of her
creativity.

While we didn't have
money for things that were
not necessities, that didn't
stop Jean from creating an
entire grocery store, filled
with cans and boxes of assorted foods
and lined up on her shelves. There
were weekly paper advertisements
sent through the mail, and also added
to the grocery bags indicating what
products would be on sale the follow-
ing week. These ads included colour
pictures of many varieties of canned
and boxed food, which Jean would clip
and glue to her clay cans and boxes
for added realism. Some pictures
came directly from cereal boxes. Most
people who looked at this miniature
grocery store were quite impressed. [
was a 7-year-old who kept going back
and forth between being jealous of my
own baby sister’s creations, to being
exceptionally proud of her talent.

On rainy days we would play board
games and also with paper dolls. By
1966 there were 11 children in our
family. Jean and I were two of the oldest
who had multiple responsibilities at
young ages toward cleaning, cooking
and care giving for the new babies.
We learned everything possible about
childcare through necessity, as our
mother needed our help and support.
We have been through good times and

bad together, but the good outweighs
everything else.

Jean had a few tiny treasures grow-
ing up that remain in her memory. One
was a gift from her godmother Lillian
who gave her a miniature glow in the
dark "“Infant of Prague” statue. For her
to be the only one in our large family to
own a tiny doll, that would light up when
it was bedtime was like handing her a
gold bar. She knew she had something
special there, so she treasured that little
sacred talisman for many years.

When Jean was a teenager our
youngest sisters Peggy and Gerri were
just little girls. They both asked for a
doll's house as their Christmas gift, but
she knew that our mother would not be
able to afford one. Jean was working
full time but decided to put her skills
to the test each night, creating some-
thing special for these two beloved
little sisters. She asked for no help from
anyone else as she set to work creat-
ing a doll's house from two milk crates
stacked atop one another, using card-
board, clay and any other household
items she could find. Spools of thread
worked well for seats at a table. Just
about everything she touched in her
miniature stash of clippings, threads,
yarn etc. was put to use. She cut holes
for windows and made curtains that
the children loved. The end result was
a doll's house that our two young-

Above: The front entrance to the cottage is
simply magical.
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Above: The master bedroom is charming
and full of fun!

Right: The living room is decorated for the
holidays.

est sisters will never forget. I was so
Impressed!

Fast forward 40 years to four years
ago when [ had taken a Sunday drive
to my favourite local miniature shop,
Earth and Tree Miniatures, in New
Hampshire. All the way from the
highway I could see something in the
window of that darling little shop that
pulled me in where [ made a beeline
to the house that [ saw from the high-
way. It was part of an estate sale with
multiple doll’s houses. Someone’s son
was selling his mum’s beautifully artis-
tic miniature treasures.

This little four room house was
originally from the Franklin Mint collec-
tion and called Hummingbird Cottage.
This was originally limited in number
to 2500 count, introduced in the 1990s.
[ knew immediately that I wanted this
little four room house and was stunned
by how inexpensive it was being sold
for by my favourite doll's house shop.

[ brought it home, cleaned it up and
started adding tiny furniture for the

interior. It was in excellent shape.
About six months later Jean came
to my home for a visit and saw the
cottage for the first time in person, I
could see how her eyes lit up when
she looked at it. On that same day, she
asked her daughter to come look at
this doll's house. I knew from that mo-
ment on that I wanted to fill this little

house with tiny things that would mean
something special to Jean and started
a small list in my head about mean-
ingful miniatures that had to be inside
before I would give 1t to her.

Once that was decided, my first
email for help was to one of my closest
friends in the miniature world - Lynn
Jowers from South Africa. Lynn has
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Above: The front of the Franklin Mint
Hummingbird Cottage has lots of charm.

never failed to help me with custom
orders. This time I wanted help recre-
ating a wonderfully unique bed that
Jean and her first husband had pur
chased from the Ethan Allen collection
in the mid 70's. There was a headboard
that included beautiful sliding doors
where one might keep an alarm clock,
books, tissues and/or mints. The slid-
ing doors were made of small ornate
dowels. From one photograph and
a few measurements Lynn not only
perfectly recreated that beautiful bed,
but she added end tables, a mirror and
a bureau that complimented the bed
perfectly For the children'’s room she
made bunk beds, a special dresser, a
window seat, toy chest, a child’s rock-
Ing chair, a pull toy horse and gor-
geous bookshelves.

All of these items were handcrafted
from cherry wood and finished with
a patina that is as smooth as silk. This
took Lynn the better part of a year to
complete along with her other orders.
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[ was in no hurry to part with this
charming house. [ wanted to give it to
my sister complete — so that she would
want for nothing.

One of my favourite crochet artists
made tiny blankets for the bunk beds.
[ chose dolls that looked the most like
her six grandchildren to live in the
house with one grandmother that Jean
made during a Jeanne Rullie workshop
at the IGMA Guild Show in September
of 2018.

There are winding hidden staircases
in the back of this house which make
it seem larger than it is. The wallpaper
adds charm all on its own. I like to add
real artwork to my walls, so I com-
missioned some paintings from Karry
Johnson who always delights me.

[ have asked Jean what she likes
most about the miniature art form. Her
first thought was that this miniature
passion does not take up a lot of space
In your home. She is able to create her
own scenes with the tiny furniture she
has and rearrange things so many dif-
ferent ways that the results are almost
as dramatic as a face lift.

Today Jean is a very busy grand-
mother to six children under the age
of 12, and mother to four of her own
children who are all young adults.

She is very active in her children’s

and grandchildren’s lives. Two of her
little grandsons come to her home
frequently enough so that they have
become entranced with her miniature
Hummingbird Cottage. They are gen-
tle little boys and know what cannot be
touched so they never break anything.
It's a beautiful thing to witness.

The picture of Jean that's included
for this feature story is one where she
is holding her most requested sig-
nature family recipe called "spinach
ples”. If you look very carefully in her
right hand, there is a tiny version of
those spinach pies commission made
by one of my favourite food artists
named Minithaiss from Bosnia Her-
zegovina. Many artists contributed to
making this mini house perfect for my
beloved sister. I would enjoy noth-
ing more than to find the perfect little
house for my other sisters and do it all
over again!



Sweet Stockings
are Tun to make

Debbie shows how to make simple stockings
out of felt. Follow along step-by-step and
you’ll have cute decorations in no time

BY DEBBIL BOOTH

hese sweet little stock- Step 2. Cut ribbon to 1/8"- Step 5. Fold the ribbon in
Ings can be made to 1/16” wide and 1-1/2"long.  half and glue it to the side of
look traditional, rustic or the stocking (the side that
shabby chic depending  Step 3. Cut a piece of tiny the heel is on). Glue to the
on the colours of wool and fringe, lace or fleece fur 1" top side of the stocking.
embellishments you decide  wide (the width of the stock-
to use. ing can be trimmed down). :
and approximately 1/2" tall. S ZigPTNyg ETeRT

b 3 greenery, red berries, or
tiny red buttons at the top
V' of the stocking. Some little
/;; pieces of greenery can be
slipped inside of the stock-

EE S &

Step 6. Run a line of glue ing. Then glue tiny red but-
at the top front edge of tons, ornaments or berries
the stocking and press the to the top.

fringe. Trim excess. Let dry.

Step 1. Draw a template
onto paper. Cut the stock-
Ing from felt. The stocking
needs to be about 3/4” for
ornaments to be glued to
the top of the stocking.

Step 8. Once it dries, place
In front of a pillow or hang it
from a decorated miniature
fireplace.

o Visit www.etsy.com/shop/
RibbonwoodCottage to see
more of my work.

You will need
Wool felt 5” x 5”

Some trim, fringe, fur Step 4. With a toothpick or
or lace for upper cuff small paint brush, dab craft
5" thin ribbon for the glue to the outer edges of
stocking hanger the stocking. Avoid getting
Greenery, orna- glue at the top where the lit-
ments, pompoms and tle accessories will be glued.
toys Place the second stocking
Hot glue gun or craft on top and press together.
glue
Toothpick
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Holly wreath reminds
me of favourite carol

Karen is singing along to her favourite carol as she puts
together a beautiful wreath that will add a special touch
to your festive scene

BY KAREN HRITT

inches will make it long enough to
double the thickness of the wreath.

hen it comes to Christmas

carols [ have always loved The

Holly and the Ivy. So [ decided

to make a holly and ivy wreath
to hang above the fireplace in my doll’s
house!

Step 2.Form a circle and wrap the
ends in and out of the circle to secure.
You can shape around a small bottle if
needed.

Step 1. For a 2" wide wreath, I cut a

10" length of mini garland. It has a
wire 1n it to make it easy to shape. Ten

You will need
107-12" of mini garland
Holly and ivy leaf punches
Creen card stock — 2 colours
Red micro-beads for berries

Tacky glue

30-gauge wrapped wire Step 3. Next, give your wreath a ‘hair
Acrylic paint cut’ with small, sharp scissors. You will
Small paint brush need a good full base to glue the tiny
Stylus leaves into, and if you don't trim the
Foam sheet (for shaping) base, they tend to get lost!

Tweezers

Scissors

Wire snips

Ribbon for a bow
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Step 4. Punch out a bunch of ivy leaves
from one of the sheets of green card
stock. [ used about 125 individual
leaves on my miniature wreath.

Step 5. Using a small stylus and work-
ing on a piece of craft foam, shape
each of the leaves. I usually do this by
pressing into the leaf and working in
a tiny circle to ‘cup’ the leaf. Shaping
them gives them depth.



Step 6. Because [ wanted my ivy to be
variegated, [ used a tiny bit of ivory
paint and a very small dry brush to put
a little ivory paint on each ivy leaf.

Step 7. Punch out a bunch of holly
leaves from the other sheet of green
card stock. [ used about 125 individual
leaves on my wreath also.

51:\

..,

Step 8. Using a small stylus and work-
ing on a piece of craft foam, shape
each of the leaves. I usually do this by
pressing into the leaf and working up
and down the length of the leaf to curl
it.

Step 9. Cut 1/2” pieces of 30-gauge
wire and glue the holly leaves to the
wire in bunches of 3 or 5 leaves. Most
of mine are in groups of 3. Note: The
gluing is easlest to accomplish with
small tweezers. I put a small puddle of
glue on my work surface and dip the
stem end (of the leaf) in the glue.

P

Step 10. Begin gluing the ivy leaves
into the wreath and then glue in the
stems of holly. This is definitely a case
where ‘less is more’ does not apply.

place, I added a few more ivy leaves.
Keep going until you are happy with
the thickness of your wreath.

€ This is definitely a case where ‘less
1s more’ does not apply. ),

Step 12. Cut about 28 short pieces of
wire and dip the tips of them in white
glue, then dip the glue ends into the
micro beads.

Step 13. Let the glue on the wire with
the beads dry thoroughly and then
glue the end of the wires into your
wreath. Use your tweezers to push the
wire into the wreath.

Step 14. To finish your wreath, add a
bow and hang!
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Make and dress this snowman family
to turn your mini scene into a winter
wonderland

BY KAREN HRITT

and middle Styrofoam balls
and one side of the smallest.
By doing this, the sections
of the snowmen figures will
fit snugly together. Connect
the sections with toothpicks
and white glue; let dry. Note:
[ glued a 3/4” metal washer
to the bottom to give weight
the figure.

dd some winter fun
to the front garden of
your doll’s house.

Step 2. Mix craft paint and
acrylic gel medium to give
texture to the paint. Cover
the snowman with this mix-
ture. I wanted the surface
to show some texture, so I

7 - catlf e
Step 1. Start by sanding
opposite sides of the largest
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did not try to smooth it out
completely. While the sur-
face is still wet, sprinkle with
glitter; let dry. Note: to make
handling less messy, I stuck
a bamboo skewer into the
bottom of the figure so that
had a handle for the painting
and glittering process!

T

Step 3. For Frosty’s top hat,

[ used black card stock. I
traced a quarter for the top
of the hat and added the
triangles around the edge
for gluing. The brim is an-
other circle that was cut 1/2”

larger. The side is 7/8" by
approximately 3-3/4". After
cutting all the pieces, fold all
the triangles up to prepare
for gluing. Start by gluing
the top to the side, securing
with small clamps until dry.
Then glue the brim. Note: I
had to fold the brim down
slightly so I could secure it
until it dried. I also added
some black paint where my
glue could be seen. After it
was dry, I added the braid.

You will need

Assorted size Sty-
rofoam balls — I used
17,1.5" and 2" for the
adult snow people

White acrylic craft
paint

Acrylic Closs Gel
Medium

White glue

Toothpicks

Metal washer

Fine glitter

Assorted craft and
sewing supplies for
accessories (paper
clay, paper-wrapped
wire, fabric scraps,
etc)
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Pattern

Side of top hat

>

seam
Hood and scarf
cut2
' ‘ Brim
N/ Top of hat W4 Fold on dotted line.

Cut on solid lines.

Step 4. For Mrs. Frosty’s
hood, I cut the hood pattern
from plaid flannel, sewed
the top and back seams, and
then added the fur trim. The
raw edges of the fabric were
finished with Fray Check.

Step 8. For the child’s hat, [
used a glove from the pound
store and cut one of the
fingertips off. I finished it off
with a small pom-pom.

Step 6. For the noses,  used
Paper Clay and when dry,
painted them orange. The
eyes for the adults and the
mouth of Frosty are chips of

coal. Mrs. Frosty’s mouth is
plastic-headed straight pins
that I painted red. The eyes
and buttons on the child are
also straight pins.

Step 7. The corn cob pipe
was made from Paper Clay
and a piece of a toothpick.

[ textured the surface of the
pipe bowl with a straight pin

and let it dry before paint-
ing. Frosty’s scarfis a strip
of flannel finished with Fray
Check. Mrs. Frosty’s muff is
a strip of fake fur.

Step 8. The arms on all the
figures are brown paper-
wrapped wire.

Have fun making your
snowman family!

Now
available
on your
tablet!

DOLLS

Dolls House World
magazine is now
available to read on
your favourite device,
including the iPad,
iPhone, iPod touch,
Samsung Galaxy Tab.
Buy the latest issue
anywhere in the world
at a fraction of the cost
of the paper edition.

Download your FREE
App today. Simply
search for ‘Dollshouse
World Magazine’ in
the Apple App store or
Android Market.

www.pocketmags.com

8 pocketmags.com
‘/ Google play
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wist the two pipe cleaners
together to make one fatter,
striped length.

Form a circle to the diam-
eter of your choice (mine is about
13/4in diameter) and twist the
ends together to secure.

Lightly brush the cones with
white paint and leave to dry.

Clue the cones evenly around
the circle and leave to dry.

Clue beads between the
cones.

Make a small ribbon bow and
glue it at the bottom of the wreath,
onto one of the cones.

Cone

Bead

l‘(b\“lx = bow

You will need

Plain green chenille pipe
cleaner

Creen tinsel pipe cleaner

Wire cutters or old scissors

6 larch cones

White acrylic paint

Brush

6 shiny beads

Narrow red or red and
gold ribbon

Thick tacky glue
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These little samplers will not do much for your eyesight, but
they will add festive cheer to lots of rooms in your house.

Just get out the magnifier

BY TLLIABETH BENTLEY

o fit a miniature frame, this ~ [/##
little sampler is stitched
over one thread of 35 tpi
evenweave fabric. Unless
you have exceptionally good ,
eyesight, you will probably R
need to use a magnifier to
stitch these designs, but once
the threads are magnified, the
design is quite easy to stitch.

Church - The trickiest part of

the design is the church, but

even that is stitched with blocks of
colour. It is the outlining which gives it
detail. A good tip is to stitch the church
first - everything else then seems re-
ally easy.

Each square of the chart represents
a stitch worked over one thread of
fabric.

Keeping your fabric taut in the
embroidery frame follow the chart and
work the design in cross stitch with
one strand of Anchor stranded cotton
throughout.

It is easiest to take the church as
your starting point so working a little
below the centre point of your fabric,
follow the chart to stitch the cross stitch
blocks which make up the church.
Where no colour is indicated within
the outline of the church, leave that
square empty - the outlining will fill in
the space. Once all the blocks of the
church are stitched, outline in back-
stitch with one strand of 382 Dark

Ding Dong
 # Meerily &

OnHigh

% Brown thread. You do not need
to stitch your backstitches over
one thread when outlining - it
is quicker and easier to back-
stitch over two threads, except
where the design makes it
impossible.

Haly Trees - Having stitched and
&l ir calm |

Allirbright |

~ablo..

outlined the church, fill in the
trees and bushes in cross stitch
with one strand of 262 Mid

~ | Green thread.

Text - Now you have just to stitch the
text, which is the easy part. Counting
up from the church, follow the chart
and stitch the text with one strand of 47
Red thread.

Bells - [ always stitch the motif first
when [ am stitching samplers - it
makes a good fixed point for counting
threads to place the text. I started, in
this case, by stitching the bells, with
one strand of Anchor Lame Gold (if
you don't have metallic thread, or don't
like working with metallic threads, one
strand of Anchor Stranded 306 gold-
coloured thread could be substituted
here).

Next I stitched the red ribbon with
one strand No. 47 Red and finally filled
in the spaces which form the holly
leaves with one strand No. 262 Mid
Creen.
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| NN
L]

B Anchor stranded cotton:
No.47 Red
[ Anchor stranded cotton:

No.262 Mid Green

EENEEEMRRAEEMEmaan Emn

% Anchor lame: Gold

LL L L LY

o

Anchor stranded cotton:

" " 4 4 4
| | | |
il -ttt T
i | - B . . +H1H+

403 Black

[ | Anchor stranded cotton: No.47 Red

H Anchor stranded cotton: No.262 Mid
Green

[ Anchor stranded cotton: No.369 Light
Brown

[ | Anchor stranded cotton: No.295 Yellow

| | Anchor stranded cotton: 1 White

—— Anchor stranded cotton: 382 Dark Brown,
for outlining church

You will need

1 x Bin square of 35
tpl evenweave fabric in
cream (this sample is
stitched in Zweigart 35 count
Edinburgh fabric)

Embroidery hoop or frame No.
28 tapestry needle
Miniature frame with approx

1 1/2in x 1 1/4in aperture.
Small square of heavy duty card
cut a fraction larger than the ap-
erture of the frame

Small piece of photomount
(double sided self-adhesive
sheet) for mounting

Superglue for securing frame
to picture

TOPTIP

: These little samplers use only small
amounts of thread, so any suitably col-
: oured oddments of stranded cotton can
. be substituted for the threads listed.

Text - Now, counting upwards from
the red ribbon, and using one strand of
No. 47 Red, stitch the text.

Holly - Fill in the holly leaves in each
comer with one strand 262 Mid Green,
and add a berry in each comer with a
single cross stitch in Red.

Music - Finally with a single cross
stitch in 403 Black, stitch the musical
notes, adding the stems in backstitch
before you go on to the next note.

That'’s the sampler completed - it
didn't take too long, did
it?

Framing

You can now give
your eyes a rest whilst
you press and mount
the finished samplers.
Press the work and set
it aside for a moment.

Cut your piece of thick white card to
size so that it is just a little bigger than
the aperture of your frame. Now care-
fully measure and cut your work to size
so that it will fit, centred, on your piece
of card.

Take the protective backing off one
side of your photomount. Carefully
place your stitched work on the pho-
tomount, taking care to avoid making
any creases in the fabric.

When you are happy that your
embroidery is smooth and secure,
peel off the backing on the reverse
and stick the whole thing onto your cut
piece of thick white card. Trim off any
excess fabric.

Using a matchstick spread a very
thin layer of glue around the back of

your frame, keeping close to
the aperture edges but not
overlapping them.

Carefully position the
glued frame over your em-
broidery, making sure that it is
centred. Allow to dry.

Now your Christmas sam-
pler is ready to be placed in
your doll's house.
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Dress your doll In
peautiful red gown

Dana was inspired to make this stunning red gown by a
television series, but we think it would make a wonderful
outfit for one of your dolls at Christmas

BY DANA

Step 2. Glue on several thin silk ribbon
strips for the shoe straps.

" just love the Outlander television
series and one dress has always
stood out for me. The red dress!

In this month'’s doll making tutorial
we will be recreating that very outfit in
twelfth scale. The dress is deceptively

minimal but takes quite a bit to recre-
ate.

Step 1. Paint your doll shoes with red
fingernail polish and let dry.

You will need

Doll

Doll stand

Cotton ball

Florist tape

Pipe cleaner

Materials, trims as desired

Aleene’s Original Tacky Glue

Pins

Paper towels

Red nail polish

Tweezers

Scissors

Knitting needle

Silk ribbon

V-shape cosmetic sponges for
padding

Viscose

Beads, jewellery finding for
shoe buckles

Hair mister

Water

Flat iron

Ruler
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Step 3. Clue on a jewellery finding or
a bead for the buckle on the sides.

Step 4. Assemble your doll using
your preferred construction method,
leaving off the arms until later in the
creating process. Make sure that her
chest and shoes are pointed in the
same direction. The head/neck on this
mould tilts slightly to the side. I used
the Camille mould made by Stacy
Hoffman.

Step 5. Clue the doll onto the doll
stand.

Underskirt

Step 6. Cut a very narrow slip (rectan-
gle) out of the batiste. Make a tube and
slide it on the doll's waist.

Step 7. Glue on several layers of trian-
gle cosmetic sponges as shown.

Step 8. Top off the padding with a
cotton ball to soften the shape of her
pannier.

Step 9. Cut out a 6" x 6" piece of ba-
tiste and fold in half, then iron so there
1s a nice crease.

Step 10. Turn one side edge under to
the wrong side and glue.

Step 11. Glue the side edges together
and form a tube around the padding.

[ gently folded the top edges inward
and glued.



Step 12. Lightly mist the underskirt
with hair spray (1 or 2 times) to harden
the fabric to use as a foundation.

Skirt

Step 13. Cut a 4" x 14" rectangle of the
red silk material. Turn the bottom edge
under to the wrong side and glue for a
clean finished hem.

Step 14. Turn one side edge to the
wrong side and glue. Overlap the back
edges and glue to the back of the doll.

Step 18. Cut a notch out by the doll’s
waist. Be careful you don't cut too
much or you will have a gap between
the bodice and the skirt.

Step 16. Starting on one side, simply
hand pleat the silk material around the
doll. Then, at the back only, glue the
pleated skirt top-edge-down on the
batiste underskirt.

Step 17. When you reach the front of
her skirt, turn the top edge of the hand
pleated skirt under to the wrong side
and glue. Then glue that on top of the

back section. Repeat for the other side
of the skirt.

Sleeves

Step 18. Next, glue your porcelain doll
arms onto a pipe cleaner. Wrap the
arms with white florist tape until a little
bulk is achieved to replicate a realistic
arm shape.

Step 19. Insert the arm into the torso
and cut off any excess wire until a real-
istic arm length is achieved.

Step 20.Cuta 1 1/4” x 2" rectangle

of the red silk. Note that this is only a
suggestion of the size. You will need to
measure your arm with a paper towel
pattern to get a perfect fit because eve-
ryone assembles their doll differently.

Step 21. Make a tube, slide it up the
doll's arm and leave the top edge
open to glue to the shoulder as shown.

Repeat for other arm.

Decoration
Step 22. Cut (2) back bodice patterns
out from the batiste material.

Step 23. Carefully glue the batiste pat-
tern to the red silk and let dry. Then cut
out the pattern with and add 1/4” seam
allowance. Clue the seam allowance to
the batiste as shown.

Pattern

Back bodice
cut2

Front bodice
cut ]
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Step 24. Clue on the back-bodice
piece to her torso and around to the
side. Glue down her shoulder strap to
the middle of her shoulder.

Step 25. Repeat on other side. Clue a
thin strip of silk ribbon down the back
to cover the raw edges of joined back
bodice.

Step 26. Cut out the front bodice piece
from Dbatiste. Following the directions
above, glue to the front of her torso
around to her side. Overlap the sleeve
straps at the top of her shoulders and
cut off any excess material, then glue
it on flat.
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Step 27. Lastly, glue silk ribbon in a
crisscross pattern around the front of
her bodice.

[ cannot stress enough, using a
paper towel or batiste scrap FIRST to
make sure that your pattern fits your
doll. Everyone assembles a doll dif-
ferently, and if you do not make adjust-
ments for your own individual doll size
then this pattern will not work.

Wigging

Step 28. Mist viscose with water and
wrap around a knitting needle tightly.
Clamp on with a flat iron to dry and set
the curl.

Step 29. When the hair is cool, slide off
the rod, and gently pick hair apart for
nice waves.

Step 30. Clue a realistic hairline on the
doll's head. Gently spread a section of
the viscose and lay on the glue (from
nose to neck).

Step 31. Clue a line from ear to ear
and press a strip of viscose on. Let dry.
This effectively forms a wigging cross.

Step 32. When the glue is dry, carefully
gather hair into a loose ponytail and
glue to the top of her head for a messy
bun. Pin in place if necessary, to shape
bun while the glue dries.

Step 338. Lastly, glue on the red rhine-
stone earrings.

You did it! Now sit back and enjoy
your very own version of Claire!

m DanaBurton.com
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Browse through our classified adverts to discover little companies you'll love.
To advertise in Small Ads call Maria on 07730 622416 or email maria@ashdown.co.uk
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‘s Miniatures

= ArtyCrafty
Dolls House Shop in the Heart of Wiltshire B vy ol wm ml“K m‘ r r a
; . o ' » IJ O u j .‘.‘"mh e Mad Science of Minialuri ’ Family business stocking 1/12th

miniatures including Streets Ahead,

love
Wonham Collection, Dollshouse

Specialising in 1:48

o] miniatures
ﬁﬁi : love 1 Many more Emporium plus unusual items
- Pl e life gy itemsin ; ;
Massive stocks of houses and shops 124 & imported direct.

ready built or kit.

+ Furniture ¢ accessories # carpets Workshops, Free Parking

Artisan handmade miniatures

The local arts & crafts shop for all
types of hobbies.
See website for opening hours

1:144
+ food # curtains # electrics

. e . olls Houses & Aci ri
# DIY restoring # building & decorating. Dolls Houses ceasones

Electrifying a speciality! Colour catalogue £3.95. visit us or ShOp online & erfline ShOp.
Car park and t . inibii .
Open: Tues - Sat 18?030?'20@,“ www.minibijou.com www.artycraftysupplies.co.uk
31 Copheap Lane, Warminster, BA12 0BG 01376 335111 5 Market Square, Crewkerne,
Tel: 01985 846797 S = S t TAI8 7LE
E: sales@margarets'm.iniatures.co.uk Unit 8, Blake House Craft Centre 3 omerse >
www.margaretsminiatures.co.uk Braintree, Essex, CM77 65H www.lasershrinkray.com Tel: 01460 78 574

The Dolls House | | Stc Cook Miniatures

CELEBRATES 50 yrs 1971-2021 Sue Dubowi

Interior and exterior Architectural components

The Pedlars Trag ltd

Blue Diamond (Hereford)
Garden Centre,
Kings Acre Road
Hereford
HR4 0SE

Tel: 01432 379095

Worldwide mail-order

England'’s first specialist dolls house shop,

opened in Marylebone 50 years ago, then

15 years Covent Garden, now in Cotswolds.
Owner Michal Morse has written Build,

www.dollshousemcnio.co.uk

www.thepedlarstrayltd.co.uk

Furnish & Decorate a Doll's House. NEW  ARCHITECTURAL SALVAGE . .
New, second hand & antique. YN —Y — 29 Park Lane, Cradley, Quality hand crafted miniatures
Open by appointment: Thurs-Sat e Halesowen, B63 2QY for the collector and
01451 860431 sales@the-dollshouse.co.uk and ONE OFF items Tel: 01384 638833 = dollshouse enthusiast.
MARKET PLACE, NORTHLEACH, kminiat , : :
CHELTENHAM GL54 3EJ Www.sHecookminiatures.com Open: Thurs &Fri 7 days a week 10am - Spm

www.the-dollshouse.co.uk +44 01822 834092 Cornwall. UK

10.00am - 3.00pM Y

L] L]
AN % Ladies Mile Crﬂgg
L o L (4]
EMPORIUM B ¢ Miniatures
- 8 Flower Kits 12th & 24th Doll's house kits, furniture, wallpapers
A fanmily run business stocking a variety ‘é Plants, Trees, Topiary, Fumiture, and accessories tcc; stu||t all tastes and
of dolls houses, furniture and accessories =1 Books. Accessories perod styles. R Lol e
from stockists including Streets Ahead, 'E dollshouss iCRe
The Wonham Collection as well as 'é witle Vintage touch
b ke items. ]
espoke ttems L~ Forge beds, shabby
FIND US AT: Forget-Me-Not Vintage & °§ chic 1:12 scale.
Crafts, 65 High Street, Gravesend, iy i
Kent DAL 0BB. 01474-328360 =k
k=] -
Open Tuesday-Saturday 09.30 - 430 = Take 2 Jook at ouf new web dte _
Find FB at . www.craftyhobbies.co.u : S
o us onERd . 54 Cavendish Street, Barrow-in-Furness, d Ay it e il
Forget-Me-Not-Vintage & Dolls House. Fast Mail Order LA14 1PZ. Tel: 01229 820759 nail:atesaniartlittle @gmai
www.forget-me-not-vintage.com Tel: 01565 651 878 Email: johnhambler@btinternet.com : iftleMiniatures.etsy.com.
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Magic Minis SV iflF:Ap
1:12, 1:16 and 1:24 scale
www.welshminiature.com

This space for only

Etsy: Welshminiature £30.00 plus VAT

T: 01874 711748 )
Contact Maria on

Visit: Pedlars Tray, Blue Diamond +44 (0) 7730 622416 or
Garden Centre, Hereford.

. " email: maria@ashdown.co.uk
E: Burton.rosie@gmail.com

dollhouse miniatures handcrafted

Lovely Dolls House
in need of completion
With a love of carpentry, my husband decided to make a dolls

house for our granddaughters but because of Alzheimer’s he
was unable to complete it.

I would dearly love someone to complete this in his memory
and hopefully give a small donation to Alzheimer’s Charity.
It has 3 floors, is 37” long x 16” wide.

Dolls house furniture and accessories are also available.

Buyer collects, Bedford area.
Tel. 01582 883942

Give your miniature business a head start by promoting it
on our new community website dollshouse.live

Exciting opportunities available.

Contact Maria on +44 (0) 7730 622416 or email: maria@ashdown.co.uk

3rd December

C J Miniatures

Quarter scale furniture kits from Tudor to Modern

Seeusat UK agent for: Petworth Miniatures of Canada and
Kensington on Raptoor Crafts of Finland

‘ We also buy & sell pre-loved
miniatures.

C J Miniatures, 27 Lower Town,
Sampford Peverell,
Tiverton, Devon EX16 7BJ
tel: 01884 820540
or 07733317910
email: jcm.gabbey47@btinternet.com

If you've missed any of our past issues, we
know you've missed out on some wonderful
projects and designs. But don't worry, you can
order many of our back issues quickly and
easily online. Just choose print or digital.

8[] DOLLS HOUSE WORLD

www.dollshouseworld.com/issues




SMMLL ADS

== DELPH MINIATURES ﬁ

U.K. Makers and Retailers of 1/12th Modern Miniatures Since 1991

“BEv -

" - Wi,

L\ I, y

e ) “Shop with us from our website!”

www.delphminiatures.co.uk
E-mail: info@delphminiatures.co.uk Tel: 01274 882391

STAMP INSURANCE SERVICES {fes’
WS LET US INSURE YOUR [i[s

COLLECTION

Replacement value, All Risks , No Excess
£37 p.a. PLUS ipt for £5,000 cover

Schemes for Clubs and Dealers available

contact us for a quotation
CGl Services Ltd
29 Bowhay Lane EXETER EX4 1PE

mail@stampinsurance.co.uk tel 01392 433 949
Authorised & Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority No.300573

y
1/12th scale hand-stitched, framéd pictures ‘UK;( sens.

Hand-crafted Period and leathel upholsteu -d furniture.

Email: cc.m@outlook.com ® wwwg.wm@wnwmrqg,webeden co.uk

WL&VL&‘WL

Dolls Houst
Nimidbubss

We carry a substantial stock; everything from animals,
gardens, bicycles to bathrooms. Also a good selection
of dolls houses and much more.

Due to ongoing social distancing requirements we are
OPEN MONDAY TO SUNDAY BY APPOINTMENT
Please call 07811 115020

27 Main Road, Weaverthorpe, North Yorkshire YO17 8EY. eBay site: W27DHM

www.weaverthorpe-miniatures.co.uk

é}ﬁorrame Miniatures D B
y The Craft Pack

https:// doIIshousestore com
Tel: 077965 96767
Email lorraine@dolishousestore.com

( SussexCrafts Miniatures )

BUSINESS FOR SALE,

DUE TO RETIREMENT

( Specialist Makers of Top Quality Miniatures

ESTABLISHED FOR OVER 40 YEARS

Makers of Tudor, Victorian
and Georgian miniatures.
Requires either a workshop
or large shed.

Sale includes machinery, tools,
moulds, etc and stock.

Full training included.

Initial contact:
info@sussexcrafts.com
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Hi Olga, how long have you been 5 space. My cat. [ love my cat, but it is not
making miniatures? [ started about / safe for her to be on my work table be-
eleven years ago. cause of materials such as glue, thinner
liquid, epoxy; etc.

THIS MONTH WE VISITTHE WORKSHOP OF MAKER 0LGA SURINA

Where do you create? | have a big work
table in a small room. I built my own little
nest with a big table, a comfy chair and — n_
a good lamp that has a magnifying glass ﬂ_

attached to it. -

Describe your workspace in five
words. Order, creation, passion, dreams,
chaos. When starting a new project my
work table 1s nice and tidy. [ try to keep
it this way in case [ make a tutorial video
forYouTube, but I always fail because by
the end of the project my once tidy work
table will be in utter chaos. I like to call it
‘art chaos’.

What makes your space for mini mak-
ing so special? [ think of it like an en-
trance to a beautiful universe where the
magic of creating is always happening.

Do you keep your workspace private?
No, my guests can look at what I am do-
ing, as long as they don't touch anything.
My only other rule is that my cat is not
allowed to jump on my work table.

What is the one thing that your work-
space can’t be missing? A lamp with
a magnifying glass and a computer. I
need both of them, one for miniature,
and one to listen to my music or to do
research for a project.

Do you listen to music or the radio while you

work? Yes, I always do. I enjoy listening to classical ~What or where would be your dream work-

music and rock music. Also I like to listen to audio space? [ would love to have a big room with lots of

books. light and many shelves to store my materials and
tools on, as well as to display my artwork. It would

Name one thing that is banned from your work- be a wonderful place for me.

© We want to feature more readers in Small Talk and we would love to hear about your life in minis and your passion
for making or collecting, or both. Just send a quick email to richard@ashdown.co.uk to express an interest.

82 DOLLS HOUSE WORLD



mm R mom
i

mommmmn

: UK subscription

price is just
£79.99

It's never too early to think
about festive presents and

a magazine subscription
makes a fantastic Christmas
gift. Have an mspiring, gor-
geous copy of Dolls House
World delivered to a friend’s
door every month. It will
remind them of you all year
round. It really is the gift that
keeps on giving.
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Rollshouse PRania

Shop in store, or order by phone, mail & online
. |

® Houses & kits e Furniture e Dolls e DIY & Tools
e Papers ¢ Elecirics ® Carpets e Accessories
e New LED Lighting ® Vouchers

H If you are not on the internet, for the
www'dOHShousemon'a'CO'Uk personal touch call us or post your order

Reutter

Grosvenor House, 29 Park Lane, Cradley, Halesowen, Shontey
B63 2QY. Store open: Thurs & Fri 10am fo 3pm

Tel: 01384 638833
email: sales@dollshousemania.co.uk

Telephone orders Tues to Fri 10am to 3pm



