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Summer’s here and the 

weather is acting as if it 

hasn’t noticed. But to get 

you in a summer state 

of mind just pull up a chair at Eva 

Perendreu’s Cocktail Beach Bar. It sits 

prettily over-looking the clear blue 

water and delicious cocktails are be-

ing served in a cosy atmosphere.

The ubiquitous coffee stirrers 

and tongue depressors, along with 

recycled cardboard, were used in 

its construction. Eva said it took her 

several months to make as “she’s not 

really good” with wood, but the fi nal 

effect is wonderful.

There’s a totally different feel to 

Sandie Criddle’s beachside cottage 

which has a relaxed, nautical theme, 

but I’d love to stay there for a couple 

of weeks.

Aurea Segura can see the sailing 

boats on the ocean from her work-

shop and the views have inspired her 

latest collection of fabulous furniture.

Lots of other lovely scenes too this 

issue, from a Japanese courtyard to an 

amazing library built by a collector 

whose passion has led her to gather 

more than 4,000 books.

We hear from one club how Zoom 

meetings have been helping them 

cope with lockdown and talk to a 

maker of gorgeous bikinis, shorts and 

fl ip-fl ops about why she loves sum-

mer styles.

So get your swimsuit out (in twelfth 

scale of course). The sun will always 

be shining when it comes to minia-

tures.
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Quote of the month:

‘The older I get, the more I’m 

conscious of ways very small 

things can make a change in the 

world. Tiny little things, but the 

world is made up of tiny mat-

ters, isn’t it?

Sandra Cisneros

‘

Caring for the environment: Here at Dolls House World we’re as concerned about the environment as you are. We’re doing everything 
we can to ensure the magazine is produced in the most eco friendly way possible. 
Our magazine is printed using vegetable-based inks on an environmentally responsible paper, which is certifi ed by the prestigious 
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HOUSE HUNT
Find the little house hidden inside. 
■ Last issue it appeared on page 17

On the cover:
House by Karen 

Butler-Kennedy, of 

Kennedy Miniature 

Construction. Meet 

the Maker on P47.
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R
oom boxes and thematic 

scenes are a passion for 

Eva Perendreu, an avid 

miniaturist (and career 

biologist) in Barcelona, Spain. 

She loves working with fantasy 

and nautical themes, and her 

creativity seems to have no 

limits; she enjoys the fact that she can 

reproduce in miniature almost what-

ever she wants. 

Her latest creation, Cocktail Beach 

Bar, is an artfully executed microcosm 

of that perfect carefree day at the 

beach. It instantly conjures up a men-

tal image of relaxing in fragrant sea 

breezes, basking in warm sunshine, 

hearing seagulls crying as they fly 

overhead, and savouring icy, flavour-

ful drinks. Eva’s creation captures it all 

so well, in fact, that it won First Prize 

in the Room Box Contest, decided by 

the votes of all the visitors at the 2017 

Barcelona Miniatures Fair. It wasn’t her 

first win, as she has had two wins in 

other years with her Gypsy Traveling 

Cart , and her Romantic Bedroom. 

Her original idea was either to 

portray a beautiful summer night at a 

chill-out beach bar, with seating on a 

dock over the sea, delicious mojitos 

at hand, and the sea in the moonlight, 

or, alternatively, perhaps a daylight 

scene of sunbathing, and looking at the 

horizon while laughing with friends, 

family, or a lover. Whatever the time 

of day, the beach bar vignette should 

transmit beach bar vignette should 

transmit happy feelings and 

relaxing vibrations. The contest 

rules specified maximum 

height/width/length measure-

ments, which crunched Eva’s 

concept of having a long dock, 

so she had to adapt her initial 

imaginings to fit the dictated 

parameters. 

All of the structure was made by her 

from scratch, starting with a framework 

of cardboard and wood. Many wood-

en coffee stirrers and wood tongue 

depressors were used for the floor, 

and recycled cardboard as well. Her 

father, at that time 86 years old, helped 

her to cut the pillars and the railings. 

She painted the bottom of the ‘wa-

ter’ (made from resin) with gradients 

of blue in order to simulate the sea 

depths, and she used many materials 

that she had on hand at home, includ-

ing chopsticks (on which to hang the 

garlands of flags), cord, circular plastic 

pizza savers for the small round tables, 

water bottle caps, seashells (candle 

holders), and printables. 

A few things were made with poly-

mer clay (candles, and fruit for the 

cocktails), and bottles from resin. The 

furniture pieces on the terrace were 

bought and painted by her. She also 

purchased a few small things from oth-

er artisans, and placed some seagull 

figures on the floor as “gifts from the 

angels that live in Ibiza.” 

“The lighthouse and a sea turtle 

were bought during my vacation that 

summer in Japan,” Eva explained 

further. “I love travelling, and I always 

look out for materials for my minia-

ture work. I had a very clear idea that 

the colours should be deep blue and 

white, very Mediterranean. Finally, I 

added a garland of tiny lights that at 

Eva creates a perfect
cocktail beach bar
Eva worked on this wonderful beach scene for about three 

or four months, but says it wasn’t easy ‘because I’m not 

really good at cutting and assembling wood’

BY PAM NORTH

SCENE AROUND
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SCENE AROUND

Top: Fun ocean signs fill the back wall of the bar area. 

Above: Fresh summer drinks ready.
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night create a cosy atmosphere. The 

bar’s roof is covered by narrow wood-

en coffee stirrers, painted one by one 

with different tones of blue. The roof 

tiles are made with rough cardboard. 

I worked on it for about 3 or 4 months, 

and it wasn’t easy because I’m not 

really good at cutting and assembling 

wood. 

“Another diffi culty was the struc-

ture; built from wood and recycled 

materials, it was tricky to be sure it 

was solid and well-assembled. Also, 

painting all the wooden coffee stirrers 

one-by-one was tedious. What was fun 

to create were all the accessories and 

the hut/bar; I enjoyed planning the 

structure and then fi lling it. My favour-

ite part is the chill-out environment 

that makes it a place where I would 

love to be, seated there and enjoying 

the sunset.” Eva is open to selling her 

Cocktail Beach Bar for the right offer. 

While crafts have long been a part 

of Eva’s life, collecting doll’s house 

miniatures didn’t become her 

main focus until about 15 years 

ago. Soon she discovered that 

room boxes were an ideal venue 

to display her many miniature 

items, and in 2008 she real-

ised she could create her own 

miniatures from polymer clay, 

allowing her to further evolve as 

an artist. “When I see those fi rst 

room boxes I made, I realise that I 

would do them completely differ-

ently now, but I just have to view 

them as part of my history,” she 

recalled. 

Eva is basically self-taught. “I 

have participated in some work-

shops with very talented people, 

but that’s all. I would love to have 

had more formal training or an 

art background, and perhaps 

I can do that sometime in the 

future. I am totally an amateur 

miniaturist, and I am so grateful 

for people to know and see my 

miniature work. Hopefully they 

DOLLS HOUSE WORLD

Left: Fresh fruit is being added to the 

delicious summer drinks.

Below left: The clear blue water invites you 

in to relax at the beach bar.

SCENE AROUND
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can enjoy it as much as I do, and that 

my mini room boxes will inspire them. 

She summed up her work process, 

saying, “The first step is just having an 

idea. I always know how to start doing 

a room-box/diorama, but I never can 

foresee how it is going to turn out, 

because each has a life of its own dur-

ing construction. Sometimes I redo, I 

repaint, I assemble and reassemble, 

but at the end the path of creation is 

always awesome because something 

beautiful appears from your mind and 

your hands. It’s just like magic!” 

Eva plans to start a new room box, 

and also to prepare new items for the 

next Barcelona Miniatures Fair. During 

the last several years, she has par-

ticipated as a seller in that show, the 

International Show in Madrid, and also 

in open-air local markets and online 

miniature shows. To share her work, in 

2011 she created her Facebook page, 

and in 2019 her Instagram account. 

She confesses some worry about 

the future of miniatures, saying, “It 

seems that miniature work has been 

going down the last years. Some shows 

around the world have fewer visitors 

and exhibitors, and the money spent 

by visitors is less. Now, with the pan-

demic, we need to wait to see what will 

happen. Working with miniatures is a 

hobby that joins family generations, 

and hopefully more people will be-

come fascinated by the mini world. 

Above: A few up-close moments in this 

delightful beach bar.

 I had a very clear idea that the colours should 

be deep blue and white, very Mediterranean.‘ ‘

SCENE AROUND
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A
n impressive house, 

built by a WWI veteran 

as an escape from the 

terrible memories of 

the battlefront, is looking for a 

new owner.

Milla Yendell contacted 

DHW with details of the 

house built by her grandfa-

ther, Frank P Spooner.

Frank was awarded the Military 

Cross during his service for ‘conspicu-

ous gallantry and devotion to duty in 

successfully covering the retirement of 

infantry and keeping his guns in action 

up until the last possible moment.”

But he was ultimately captured by 

the Germans and interned in prisoner 

of war camps. An architect by trade, 

he put his creativity to work designing 

and helping construct the stage for a 

theatre where evenings of entertain-

ment would be organised to raise 

the spirit of the prisoners.

Milla told us: “When the war 

was over he returned to Eng-

land a man changed by the 

horrors he had witnessed and 

his period of harsh captivity. 

He sought solace in the crea-

tivity that had sustained him 

during those traumatic times 

and set to work on creating 

a doll’s house in incredible 

detail and scale.

“The house is loosely 

designed in the style of houses in the 

area where he resettled in Etchingham, 

East Sussex. One can see the incred-

ible attention to detail in balustrades 

and wood panelling and the individual 

pieces of furniture which he has cre-

ated with such precision and care.”

She added: “Given its size, we can 

no longer keep the house any more 

and so, reluctantly, we would like it to 

go to a new home, where it will be 

cherished for its history and artistry.”

 Email: tim_milla@btinternet.com

Tel: 07780 705 711

Or see the advert on Page 80.

House full of memories
looking to be cherished
House built by a Lieutenant in the Machine Gun Corps after 

the First World War refl ects the creativity he engendered in 

prisoner of war camps

BY ALICE MONROE

HOME FRONT
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WHERE i WORK

Hi Almudena, tell us how long you’ve 

been making miniatures. The truth is — 

not long. About seven years or so. It started 

as a hobby, but little by little I got deeper 

and deeper into this wonderful world. Now 

I dedicate myself totally to miniatures, a 

world that fuels my imagination and my 

dreams.

Where do you work? I work in the house 

where I live, where I have a small studio 

adapted to my needs. I live in Fuenlabrada, 

near Madrid, Spain. 

Do you always make your miniatures in 

the same place? I usually work in the stu-

dio as it’s where I have everything I need 

to hand. But I love the kitchen and some-

times work there.

Do you work set hours? I try to have a 

fixed work schedule but working at home 

has its advantages and disadvantages. The 

days are sometimes long because inspira-

tion is often capricious.

What makes your miniature space so 

special? It is a space that is all mine, full of 

fantasy, where I can let my imagination fly.

Do you keep your workspace private? I 

have no problem letting people in as long 

as nothing is touched. I am very careful 

and demanding with my work. But I don’t 

usually have visitors; it comes down to my 

husband and my cute dog.

Do you listen to the radio while you 

work? Sometimes I listen to music and 

current affairs but I really enjoy moments 

of silence, where my head is spinning 

thinking about some new project.

Name one thing that is prohibited in 

your workspace. It is forbidden to touch 

anything, much less change things around. 

As artists, I think we can seem a bit disor-

derly to others. But where another person 

can see disorder, for us everything is 

where it needs to be.

What cannot be missing from your 

workspace? The light. Light is joy; it is the 

energy that illuminates things, makes them 

visible, makes me feel strong and moti-

vated in my work.

Where would your dream workspace 

be? I would like to have a large workshop 

THIS MONTH WE CATCH UP WITH ALMUDENA MORENA OF ART LITTLE MINIATURES IN HER STUDIO



“WHERE ANOTHER PERSON CAN SEE DISORDER, FOR US EVERYTHING IS WHERE IT NEEDS TO BE.”

in a field as I love nature. It would have large win-

dows overlooking a beautiful garden full of flowers 

and birds with lots of natural light coming through the 

windows.

Describe your workspace in one word. Awesome

 Almudena Morena of Art Little Miniatures 

Email: artesaniartlittle@gmail.com

ArtLittleMiniatures.etsy.com
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S
ince 2014 Olga Vorevodina has 

been honing her craft making 

small wooden dolls that are mov-

able and easily positioned. Some 

of what she enjoys most about this art 

form is being able to produce small 

fingers, creating exact scale small eyes 

and blushing small cheeks. She also 

loves sewing tiny clothing that can be 

removed to change the look and func-

tion of her dolls.

These days she works with several 

kinds of wood including basswood, 

beech, cypress and juniper. Her dolls 

are all completely made by hand. They 

are created with great love and care 

and there is never any exact dupli-

cation, however each doll is photo-

graphed and added to the recorded 

history of Olga’s personal designs.

Olga began creating dolls as a 

hobby in 2009. In the beginning, she 

made small textile dolls, then she 

tried making dolls from self-hardening 

plastic. After mastering those me-

diums, she began looking for what 

would become her favourite material 

for doll making and attended a course 

on carving wooden dolls. Her first 

wooden doll was about 13 1/2” and it 

seemed to be gigantic. After that she 

realised that she loved very small dolls 

the most and wanted to try to make 

something that would fit into a doll’s 

house. In parallel, she became inter-

ested in antique mignonette porcelain 

dolls. She owns a small collection of 

tiny porcelain dolls.

During her childhood there was no 

doll’s house. She did have beautiful 

dolls, along with some miniature furni-

ture. Her mother sewed detailed and 

beautiful dresses for her dolls, but she 

always dreamed of owning an actual 

doll’s house.

When Olga began carving dolls 

from wood, she realised that each of 

her dolls had its own character and 

mood, yet no doll is repeatable. She 

wanted to surround the dolls with real 

objects that a person has. 

She wanted to ensure that every 

doll had its’ own house, or a room with 

its own style, reflecting the character 

of the doll. It was at that time that she 

became seriously interested in doll’s 

houses and realised that a huge min-

iature community exists and it’s filled 

with very interesting people in the 

puppet world.

In Russia it is believed that when a 

woman has a daughter, she wishes to 

relive the good parts of her childhood 

and tries to fulfil all of her childhood 

dreams through her little girl. Olga has 

two sons, but no daughters. She finds 

that she still tries to fulfil her own child-

hood dreams. She still buys small dolls 

from other artists whenever she finds 

something special. Her husband has 

given her with tiny dolls that he has 

purchased as souvenirs from different 

countries.

Olga graduated from university and 

her profession in Russia was maga-

zine editor. Before she started making 

dolls, she worked as an editor, writing 

articles, editing texts and organising 

press conferences. Whenever a minia-

ture appeared in her life, she realised 

that this was what excited her and fi-

nally realised that creating and selling 

her own dolls could bring her more 

income as so many people offered to 

buy what she had made. She has two 

young children so she cannot manage 

both journalism and create fine quality 

miniatures at the same time, which is 

why she chose miniatures. Today cre-

ating miniatures is her primary profes-

sional activity. 

Olga loves every doll she makes 

and every time upon completion she 

realises that she has fallen in love with 

the new doll that she created as much 

as the first doll. Regardless, she easily 

parts with her puppets and every time 

she is surprised and yet very happy 

that another person also fell in love 

with her creation. When a new doll is 

quickly bought and she has not had 

time to enjoy her finished doll and 

look at it with a rested look, then she 

misses them more. 

One of her first creations was a 

wooden fox, which her children and 

she took on several trips. Her son was 

very attached to that toy and when that 

fox was purchased, he was very upset 

and still remembers him. Now she un-

derstands that perhaps it would have 

been wiser to keep that little fox at her 

home. We must remember to listen to 

our heart’s desire. 

Olga creates lovely
wooden mini dolls
Step into the world of handmade tiny masterpieces that 

are carved and created by Olga Vorevodina, a talented 

artisan from Russia

BY JOAN MCKENZIE

MEET THE MAKER
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Olga sells her dolls online and par-

ticipates in international puppet shows. 

Unfortunately, in Russia miniatures are 

not as popular and appreciated as in 

England, America, The Netherlands 

and Japan. One time she made a doll 

for the shooting of a film with her 

model of an old wooden doll. This doll 

needed to have three identical heads, 

which were easy to remove and re-

place. This film was shot and shown on 

television. Her mother-in-law saw the 

film and told Olga that she recognised 

her doll but to date she has not seen 

MEET THE MAKER

Above: A hand-carved and hand-painted 

little wooden clown girl.

Below right: A closer look at one of Olga’s 

dolls in a pretty blue dress. 

Below: Handcrafted baby clothing set that 

was made by Olga Vorevodina. 

Bottom: This tiny black hanger was also 

handmade by the artist. 
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the movie.

She really loves creating small 

things and she truly likes it when they 

are also very similar to real life objects 

where you are able to create your own 

stories with them. Making high-quality 

miniatures can be painstakingly dif-

ficult. However she enjoys allocating 

difficult tasks for herself as she truly 

loves the challenge where there is an 

element of a fairy tale mixed with our 

own personal story.

Olga is self-taught except for the 

wood carving class she attended. 

When creating wooden miniatures, 

her most valuable tool is her knife that 

is very sharp with a very small blade. 

Also, exceptionally helpful is her mag-

nifying glass and of course it helps to 

have good lighting.

Olga believes that the trending 

culture of countries has been histori-

cally cyclical and while one thing may 

be gaining popularity there will be an-

other obsession that is losing popular-

ity. She believes that the same process 

may occur with the current fascination 

related to miniatures and doll’s hous-

es. “The designs of the houses will 

undergo changes, and the fascination 

with antique things may not be eternal. 

Our world is changing rapidly, our life 

is changing along with it, which means 

that the life of miniatures in doll’s 

houses will also change. It seems that 

in Russia, the interest in miniatures is 

just beginning to wake up. Although 

there is still an opinion that the bigger 

the doll, the better. But miniature crea-

tion is special work, often very difficult 

to master. Miniature items are far more 

difficult to perfect than large items.” 

As with all of my featured artisans, 

the pictures tell the story of Olga. The 

more you study her unique skills the 

greater the appreciation will be for 

something so exquisite and difficult to 

find.  

When creating wooden miniatures, her most 

valuable tool is her knife that is very sharp 

with a very small blade. 
‘ ‘

MEET THE MAKER
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Handmade dolls houses and 
miniatures for the collector

Rosie Burton: 07554445597 / 01874 711748
www.etsy.com/uk/shop/Welshminiature

www.welshminiature.com

Available at: 
The Pedlars Tray Ltd 

Blue Diamond Hereford 
Garden Centre 

Kings Acre Road
Hereford HR4 0SE, UK 

Tel: 01432 379095 

SUBSCRIBE TO THE 
DHW IMAG DIGITAL 
LIBRARY
The iMag library version of Dolls House 

World is a real treasure trove of doll’s house 

delights. Subscribe to the digital iMag 

library and you immediately get access to 

an expansive back issue collection of Dolls 

House World. Plus you’ll get every issue 

during the year, the minute it’s been printed. 

Thousands of pages of inspiration will be 

available at your fi ngertips. Every project, 

every feature, and every handy tip will be 

yours to read via your computer, phone, iPad 

and tablet.

Annual subscription £42.99

 To subscribe go to www.dollshouseworld.com/imag

 Or call us on +44 (0) 1903 884988

 Email: support@ashdown.co.uk
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A
ccommodating a large 

collection of doll’s 

houses is never easy 

because of the amount 

of room each takes up. But 

for Estella Cowen and her 

husband Laurie that was not 

a problem as they lived in a spacious 

house that just about had suffi cient 

room to keep the incredible collec-

tion that Estella had acquired over the 

years. 

Estella was widowed some years 

ago, and met Laurie through a mutual 

friend. Although it was her 

fi rst husband who helped 

renovate some of the houses 

and who made many pieces 

of furniture, Laurie has taken 

a great interest in her collec-

tion. Since being introduced 

to the world of miniatures the couple 

spent many hours together searching 

antique shops, fairs and car boot sales 

for original items for the houses. 

Her collection started when her two 

daughters were very young. While 

shopping in Camden Passage in Lon-

don, Estella saw a four-roomed house 

with a lift-off roof sitting outside an an-

tique shop. The house was homemade 

and built during the period 1890 to 

1900; it looked just like a typical Victo-

rian family house. 

After a little soul searching because 

of the cost, Estella decided she had 

to buy it. Luckily the house came in 

sections, so with the help of a friend, 

husband and two daughters (each car-

rying a chimney-stack!) it was taken 

home. 

The original paintwork was very 

OPEN HOUSE

Left: The pale blue upholstered chair is part 

of a set Estella found in an antique market, 

the other chair and settee are to be found 

in the sitting room. The carpet sweeper is 

an early metal one, and the carpet is just 

one of the many in the house that Estella has 

stitched, using very muted colours that fi tted 

within the colour schemes of the rooms. 

Above: The outside of the house was re-

painted, keeping the colours as near to the 

original as possible. Even the lace curtains in 

the top windows Estella has made to match 

the two lower fl oors. She has even painted the 

stained glass windows in the centre-domed 

window. 

Right: Although three rooms in the house 

have the same original wallpaper each has 

its own individual look, like the parlour  

where the downstairs maid carefully dusts 

the ornaments above the fi replace. The 

davenport in the foreground was one of the 

pieces of furniture made by Estella’s hus-

band.

Estella found her ideal
home in London alley
Although new houses can be beautiful, Estella Cowen 

found her love of the older houses always wins when 

she is in the market for another property 

BY CHARLOTTE MERRYMAN
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tatty and peeling in many place, so 

Estella set about repainting it, keep-

ing as close as possible to the original 

colours. The interior, although requir-

ing a clean, has not been redecorated 

although Estella points out that three of 

the original rooms do have the same 

wallpaper and admits she has been 

tempted to change it. 

It was then decided the house was 

not big enough and with careful altera-

tions a second floor was added and 

the roof put back on top. As this altera-

tion has been carefully carried out, if 

necessary the new part of the house 

can easily be removed to return it to its 

original size. Now the house has seven 

rooms, including a nursery, the maid’s 

room and the bathroom housed on the 

additional floor. 

Over the years it has been furnished 

Above far left: Once he has picked all the vegetables for the family’s evening meal, the 

gardener always calls in for lunch. The wallpaper in the kitchen is original, but Estella has 

carefully made the floor tiles. 

Above left: The dishes are piled in the sink awaiting the maid to do the washing-up, as the 

cook takes a quick nap after having prepared the family lunch and eaten her own.

Left: The family, being of the middle to upper class, have had a bathroom installed, com-

plete with large water heater. What luxury!  The small bedroom at the top of the house, has 

a delightful old trunk with a lift-out tray (as all the original full-size ones), and the necessary 

sewing machine to carry out all the running repairs for the household, including the renewing 

of many items of clothing.

Above: The distressed kitchen cabinet looks perfect against the old tiled wallpaper, filled with 

blue and white china again found at antique fairs. Although it has taken Estelle many years to 

collect the furniture and items for her house, she still enjoys the search for something new. 

The interior, although requiring a clean, has 

not been redecorated although Estella points 

out that three of the original rooms do have 

the same wallpaper 

‘ ‘

OPEN HOUSE
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Left: As in most Victorian houses just 

about every room is filled with nick-

knacks including the comer whatnot 

in the sitting room. Old framed pho-

tographs on the piano, family pictures 

on the walls and a colourful screen in 

the comer all add to the warm family 

feel the house has. 

Above: The furniture throughout 

the house has been found at local 

antique fairs and markets - some 

even bought at car boot sales. Most 

of the family in the house are old 

dolls, but one or two appropriate new 

ones have been used. The bed with 

its highly decorative ends is one of 

Estella’s favourite pieces. 

Right: Nanny supervises drinks 

and takes care of the children in the 

nursery, where they have many toys 

to keep them happy during playtime, 

including a doll’s house found at a 

craft fair. 

OPEN HOUSE
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with mostly Victorian furniture. One 

or two rather special pieces such as 

the beautifully carved bed in the main 

bedroom, and the upholstered chairs 

in the sitting room and downstairs in 

the dining room were added. 

Estella has stitched many of the car-

pets throughout the house, as fi nding 

old carpets or rugs is nearly impos-

sible. 

Estella has a number of other 

houses in her collection including a 

Silber & Fleming c1865-75, a Tin-plate 

Mettoy from the 1950s and a mod-

ern Anglesey doll’s house, which is a 

mixture of a stacking shop and house 

boxes. This is used for the surplus of 

things that have been collected over 

many years and made into an antique 

shop, which seemed a good idea for 

storing them. 

Both Estella and her husband still 

spend a great deal of time search-

ing antique fairs and shops for extra 

pieces for all of her houses, although 

both admit that items are becoming 

more and more diffi cult to fi nd and 

prices have been going up and up. 

Left: The house started life with only 

two fl oors, but Estella found it was not 

big enough for the family she wanted 

to live in it. As the roof was a separate 

part of the house it was easy to add 

a top fl oor, which now houses the nurs-

ery, bathroom and small bedroom. 

Below:  Ready for an afternoon in the 

park. The front door and the knocker 

are all original, only the stained glass 

panel has been added. 

part of the house it was easy to add 

park. The front door and the knocker 

panel has been added. 

OPEN HOUSE



DOLLS HOUSE WORLD 23

ANTIQUE DOLLS 
HOUSE & DOLL 

FAIRS 2021 

WENDY’S WORLD   
01895 834348
wendyhobday@wendysworld.co.uk               

www.wendysworldfairs.co.uk

COBHAM VILLAGE HALL
Lushington Drive, Cobham, 

Surrey KT11 2LU

5th SEPTEMBER
28th NOVEMBER

Open from 10am to 4pm. Refreshments available.

˜  e above fairs are booked but please check nearer the 
time to make sure that they are still taking place, in 

case the Government has issued any restrictions. 

C J Miniatures
Quarter scale furniture kits 

from Tudor to Modern 

We are the UK agent for Petworth 
Miniatures of Canada.

C J Miniatures, 27 Lower Town, Sampford 
Peverell, Tiverton, Devon EX16 7BJ
tel: 01884 820540 or 07733317910

email: jcm.gabbey47@btinternet.com

See us at

 Exeter 15th August 

& Stafford 5th 

September

1:12 Scale Collectible Miniatures 

by Agnes Horvath

Sculptured realistic food. 

Reproduction vintage furniture 

and everyday objects. 

Plus the new Pac-Pen tool, a must

for all polymer clay artists. 

E: info@agneshorvath.co.uk

www.agneshorvath.co.uk

MAIL ORDER AND WEB

Plovers Cottage, 43 Rollesby Way, Happisburgh, 

Norwich, Norfolk NR12 0QJ

Tel: 01692 650389   sussexcrafts@btinternet.com

Est 1976Est 1976

SussexCrafts MiniaturesSussexCrafts Miniatures
Specialist Makers of Top Quality Miniatures

Tel: 01692 650389   sussexcrafts@btinternet.comTel: 01692 650389   sussexcrafts@btinternet.com

www.sussexcrafts.com

Although we will not see you at Kensington in May, our wide range of 

top quality miniature replicas can still be ordered via our website. 

Est 1976

SussexCrafts Miniatures

Tel: 01692 650389   sussexcrafts@btinternet.comTel: 01692 650389   sussexcrafts@btinternet.com

Est 1976

SussexCrafts Miniatures

Tel: 01692 650389   sussexcrafts@btinternet.comTel: 01692 650389   sussexcrafts@btinternet.com

Our wide range of top quality miniature replicas 

can be ordered via our website

For more miniatures, see our 

Etsy Directory on page 36.

If you have your own Etsy shop and would like 

to be included in the directory, 

please call Maria on + 44 (0) 7730 622416 

or email: maria@ashdown.co.uk for details. 

ETSY
SHOP DIRECTORY
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i
am often in awe of the 

things that some of you 

make from popsicle and 

lolly sticks.

I’ve made a few things 

myself over time in the same 

way but never, in my wildest 

dreams, would I have consid-

ered making a doll’s house from them. 

But that’s just what Tammy Lam Owen 

has done, with simply amazing results.

Tammy (pictured above) tells me 

she has always enjoyed crafts and 

is never short of ideas for her many 

projects. Luckily she has time to spend 

on her hobbies and particularly likes 

to use things that are easily available 

and cheap.

Although she is fascinated by min-

iatures, and over the years has spent 

a lot of time time on knitting miniature 

dolls, she felt that making a normal 

twelfth scale doll’s house would take 

too much patience, something she is 

lacking she tells me. However, while 

browsing on YouTube she found a 

series of tutorials, including one on 

creating 1/144th scale doll’s houses, 

and she was hooked.  

The tutorials were full of 

hints and tips, plus ideas 

of where and how to start, 

and Tammy decided to 

give it a go. She wanted 

the little buildings to 

reflect her own life and 

chose to make homes that 

meant something to her 

and her family.

So she has made replicas 

of her own real family home, a 

Tudor house in a comedy that 

she loves, a lighthouse she vis-

ited, the windmill in her local 

town, a haunted house inspired 

by the films she has seen, and 

the seaside and sand castles she has 

missed during the pandemic. There are 

lots more; far too many to mention. 

With a large pack of jumbo popsi-

cle sticks, lots of glue, acrylic paint, 

Tippex, nail files, plastic packaging 

for windows and brown envelopes for 

boxes, the first house was made. Oh 

yes, nearly forgot, there was also lots of 

bits and pieces “borrowed” from her 

husband, Conrad.

Tammy admits that she has great fun 

in finding ways not to spend money, 

and is always searching for mini uses 

for the bits we all seem to collect. I am 

in awe of the houses but the thought 

that the minute furniture, light shades, 

bedding, curtains, carpets and even 

the tiny piano and stool were made in 

the same way has given me a head-

ache. They are so tiny! By the way, 

Tammy puts a piano in 

all of her houses; she is, 

after all, a piano teacher.

I did have a moment 

considering having a go 

at making one of these 

myself, but after a lie 

down, sanity returned, 

thank goodness.

Tammy sticks to cheap
and cheerful tiny homes
Piano teacher hits the right note using lots of lolly sticks 

and easily available materials to create little houses that 

are all inspired by personal memories

BY SANDRA HARDING

SMALLER SCALES
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O
n February 14, 2017 my mum, 

Sandie Criddle, lost her 15 year 

old Dachshund. He had been 

sick and suddenly took a turn 

for the worst. She was devastated 

and mourned her sweet dog. A few 

days later I bought her the Beachside 

Bungalow Dollhouse Kit by Real Good 

Toys. I knew she needed a project to 

throw her time and energy into to help 

fi ll the vacancy left by her sweet dog, 

Max.

For the next several weeks, she put a 

tremendous amount of time and effort 

into making a beachside cottage. The 

original design and photos we had 

found of the kit online tended to feature 

it more as a country house versus a 

modern beachside cottage. 

Both my mum and I love the HGTV 

show, Fixer Upper, and we wanted to 

do a house inspired by that program. 

Chip and Joanne Gaines, hosts of 

Fixer Upper, often use wood boarding, 

exposed beams, open fl oor plans and 

lots of whites and blues. With that in-

spiration in mind, mum set-out to build 

the perfect little cottage.

Her fi rst step was sorting out all the 

various pieces and then coming up 

with a plan of how we wanted it to look. 

We wanted it to be unique and a 

move-in ready beachside cottage. We 

went shopping and found some half-

moon windows to add to the design 

and a French door that would open to 

an add-on side deck. 

She added another pillar in the 

front as the original design looked 

incomplete with only two pillars. As we 

talked about the design, we decided 

we would eliminate the wall in the fi rst 

fl oor that would normally separate the 

kitchen and living room to give it that 

open concept design. 

Additionally, we would eliminate the 

wall upstairs that separated the hallway 

from the bedroom giving a nice open 

airy bedroom. Mum also planned to 

add a half wall around the stairs to pro-

vide some privacy for the bedroom.

My mum has built many doll’s 

houses over the years, but she took 

a slightly different approach with this 

one. Rather than building the entire 

doll’s house fi rst she decided she’d 

try doing things in sections. First, she 

separated all the trim which I helped 

her paint white. Next, we painted the 

exterior Benjamin Moore colour HC-

154, Hale Navy. 

Mum decided she’d try decorating 

interior walls prior to inserting them 

into the house. For example she put 

wallpaper and then bead board and 

trim on the bathroom walls before 

gluing them into place. She put the 

shiplap type design on the interior 

walls of the downstairs before assem-

bling them.

Take a trip to sun-kissed
beachside cottage
Sandie Criddle has made a welcoming and relaxing little 

beach cottage. A perfect place to let go and take in the 

glorious sunshine

BY ALLISON CRIDDLE ADAI

HOUSE PROUD

Left: A front view of the twelfth scale 

summer cottage. 

Above: This beautiful ceiling light 

was made with a real sea urchin.
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She built various parts and kept 

them separate until they were done. 

For example she built the add-on 

deck, painted it and added the lattice 

and railings to it. She built the fi rst fl oor 

with front porch and put that aside so 

I could add some of the rock detail 

around the base of the columns and 

house. 

For the electrical work, mum prefers 

using the round wire system versus the 

tape wire electrical system. Over the 

many years of building doll’s houses, 

she has found that the round wire is 

more durable over time. 

We discussed where we’d like the 

lights throughout the entire house. 

From there she moved forward with 

that design by drawing on the walls 

(before wallpaper/wood) as to where a 

light should go. 

Next she took her Dremel tool and 

made grooves in the walls to fi t the wires. All wiring came through the fi rst 

fl oor to the equivalent of the crawl 

space of the home. Basically, if you 

fl ipped the house upside down, 

you’d see a grid of electrical wir-

ing that lights the entire house. We 

couldn’t fi nd the right lights for this 

beach-themed kitchen so she said 

she could make some. 

Living in Florida has its advan-

tages as we were able shop at a 

local seashell shop and see what we 

could fi nd that we could make lights 

out of. Tiny little sea urchins were the 

perfect thing and ultimately became 

the kitchen lights.

The house came with hardwood 

fl ooring, but rather than accepting 

as it was, mum and I discussed how 

pretty it would be to stain it a light 

grey. She used a three step process: 

fi rst applying a grey stain, then a 

white over that and fi nishing it with 

a polyurethane. Before she began, she 

sanded the fl oors with a fi ne sandpa-

per. She then applied the fi rst stain, 

and after it was adequately dry, she 

sanded the fl oors again. She repeated 

this process for the next stain and the 

polyurethane. 

Once the doll’s house was com-

pletely put together, she added more 

design details such as the exposed 

wood beams in the bedroom that 

really added a special unique touch. 

She added the crown moulding and 

baseboards to help set-off the perfect 

fi nishing touches.

We furnished the doll’s house in the 

nautical theme. Mum made the bed-

ding for the bed and designed a little 

chair for that room to match. All of 

the window treatments were her own 

designs. She made the little bench 

to hold the beach towels in the living 

room area that turned out really nice. 

Left: The grey stained fl oors add to the 

beachy theme throughout the doll’s house.

Below left: Sandie Criddle adhered the 

wood boards on the walls before placing 

them in the house.

Right: Sandie made a fresh blue and white 

bathroom upstairs.

Below: The cottage has a relaxing side 

porch for entertaining and for easy access to 

the beach.

HOUSE PROUD
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R
eady to spruce up your outdoor 

garden? A garden box planter 

is just the perfect detail to add 

to your outdoor areas. Whether 

it is on your deck, patio or front porch. 

These delightful boxes will brighten up 

your outdoor scene.

Step 1. Cut the wood for the side 

panels: 

1 piece 1/8” x 1/8” x 1 9/16”

1 piece 1/8” x 1/4” x 1 9/16”

6 pieces 1/16” x 1/4” x 1 3/4”

Repeat 3 more times to make 4 

sides 

Step 2. Line up 6 of the 1/16” x 1/4” x 

1 3/4” pieces.  Then glue 1/8” x 1/8” 

strip to top and 1/8” x 1/4” to bottom. 

Repeat 3 more times to complete all 4 

side panels.

Step 3. Make corner posts. Cut 4 

pieces 3/16” x 3/16” x 1 3/4”

Step 4. Glue the side panels to the 

corner posts.

Step 5. Glue all side panels and 4 

posts to construct a square box.

Step 6. Cut the bottom of the fl ower 

box to 1/8” x 1 9/16” x 1 9/16” square. 

Sand to fi t. Cut the top frame of the 

fl ower box. 4 pieces 1/8” x 3/8” x 2 

1/4” on long side (outside) at 45 de-

Build a beautiful planter
for your garden
This easy to make garden planter is fun to put together and 

can be painted or stained in your choice of colour

BY BILL & GINA THEESFIELD

MINI MAKES

You will need
■ All purpose wood glue

■ Cutting knife or mini hand saw

■ Craft blade

■ Ruler

■ Basswood:

1pc 3/16” x 3/16” x 8”

1 pc 1/8” x 3/8” x 10”

1 pc 1/8” x 1 9/16” x 1 9/16”

1 pc 1/8” x 1/8” x 7”

1 pc 1/8” x 1/4” x 7”

4 pcs 1/16” x 1/4” x 12”

■ Flower foam

■ Artifi cial small fl ower sticks and 

plants

■ Stain or acrylic paint
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gree angles. Arrange 4 pieces into a 

picture frame and glue together.

Step 7. Glue the bottom of the flower 

box to the square box. Glue the picture 

frame to the top of the square box.

Step 8. Cut the flower foam with a craft 

blade to fit into flower box. Make the 

foam slightly smaller than the opening 

so you can easily change the flower 

with the seasons.

Step 9. Arrange the flowers into the 

foam.

Step 10. Stain or paint the box in any 

desired colour. 

Step 11. Add decorated foam to the 

flower box.

You can create a few garden boxes 

and a simple bench to form a garden 

bench if you like. There are so many 

possibilities!

See more work from Bill & Gina 

Theesfield by visiting them @calico_

garden on Instagram.

MINI MAKES

T
he most important thing 

you need to know is that 

synthetic fabrics will make 

you crazy if you attempt to glue 

them in anyway. Keep your fabrics 

natural and you will have much 

better luck.

Also the thinner fabrics the bet-

ter. Jersey knits simulate miniature 

sweaters perfectly, they have some 

stretch so be sure there is a good 

amount of cotton in them. Quilting 

fabrics are wonderful for furniture! 

But check the percentages. I once 

bought what I thought was cotton 

and it wouldn’t glue. I went back 

to the store and discovered it was 

only 70% cotton. 

I honestly never thought it 

would make a difference but it did. 

Also natural silks are beautiful for 

dressing dolls.

The same rules apply for trim 

and lace. Be sure they are natural. 

If you only plan to sew and not 

glue then you will have more op-

tions with fabrics. 

Always do a glue test to see how 

the fabric reacts. The best glue for 

fabric is tacky glue or fabric glues. 

But I personally have found tacky 

glue to be the easiest to work with. 

ALWAYS keep hand wipes at your 

work table to get the glue off your 

fingers while you work. 

If your fabric store ever sells 

upholstery sample books snatch 

them up because those samples 

make great doll’s house rugs! 

When you go to second hand 

shops look for vintage handker-

chiefs. If you have the courage, 

snip them up and use the em-

broidery sections for pillows. I 

have not been able to do this yet. 

I always find myself holding it, 

thinking how wonderful that it has 

lasted for 30 years and then can’t 

cut it up!

BY AURALEA KRIEGER

Tips on fabric



i
have always felt a great attraction 

to the delicacy of miniatures but I 

was surprised to discover books 

made in such a small size that 

reading them was an almost impos-

sible task.

I began to study this particular area 

of bibliophilia and simultaneously 

started collecting tiny specimens. That 

was more than 25 years ago and now 

I have a collection of 4,000 miniature 

books, ranging from the 16th cen-

tury to the present day. I belong to 

the Miniature Book Society, to whose 

members I contribute the results of my 

research on Spanish miniature edi-

tions.

I also began to create miniature 

dioramas and compositions with a lit-

erary theme and for the past 12 years 

have organised exhibitions in cultural 

spaces in Spain and sometimes in Italy.

This particular scene was made 

inside a bar box with marquetry from 

1941. I know the exact year because 

when cleaning it, and disassembling 

the base to install some guides for 

the sliding tray, I found a note written 

in ballpoint pen directly on the wood: 

“Designed and built by Eduardo Se-

gura, Valencia, 1941”. 

It was very exciting. The small piece 

of furniture measures 36 cm wide x 

43 cm high (including the top) and 27 

cm deep, which becomes 40 cm when 

you open the door and slide the tray. 

I installed mirrors on the sides of the 

back and on the fl oor to give a feeling 

of depth, of an infi nite library.

It is almost impossible to capture it 

Liliput Library mirrors
Susana’s mini passion
Susana, a journalist and great reader, has been fascinated 

with the world of mini books for more than 25 years and 

now has a collection of more than 4,000

BY SUSANA LÓPEZ DEL TORO

COLLECTOR’S CORNER
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with the camera, due to the multiple 

refl ections, but when looking directly 

at the mirrored fl oor, you can see two 

stairs that go down which lead to an 

offi ce, with two desks and some char-

acters. Actually, these elements (1/24 

scale) are attached to the ceiling and 

hidden behind the pictures in front.

The shelves contain 800 little books, 

made of foam board and bound in 

paper, fabric and leather. I selected 

images of artistic bindings from the 

18th and 19th centuries, always with 

ochre or muted red tones so that the 

set had a certain chromatic unity with 

the furniture and the fl oor. I disas-

sembled the metal supports that that 

were on the inside of the doors to hold 

the glasses of the old bar cabinet, and 

installed shelves, stairs, fi ling cabinets 

and a display case for the most valu-

able books.

The portraits are writers of the Span-

ish Golden Age: Miguel de Cervantes, 

Francisco de Quevedo, Góngora, 

Lope de Vega along with many of the 

women writers of the time: Teresa de 

Jesús, Juana Inés de the cross.

I painted the fl oor by hand with 

wood stains, making a checkerboard 

in shades co-ordinated with the joints, 

which I previously marked with a cut-

ter on the board. I placed the light (led, 

warm) at ground level, behind the red 

fabric table, because it gave a more in-

timate and also theatrical atmosphere.

To complete the set and give a nod 

to the name of my Library of Liliput, I 

created a micro library presiding over 

the room, with tiny booklets with pages 

measuring 2 to 5 mm each.

COLLECTOR’S CORNER
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      ETSY   SHOP DIRECTORY

FIND DOLL’S HOUSE AND MINIATURE MAKERS IN THE ETSY ONLINE STORE

Ribbonwood Cottage 
Lovely and delightful miniature designs 

 Ribbonwoodcottage.etsy.com

Scale Model DIY
High quality Laser Cut 1/48th & 1/144th scale dolls houses

 ScaleModelDIY.etsy.com

SallyanneCeramicsUSA
Quirky, handmade, miniature ceramics

 sallyanneceramicsUSA.etsy.com

DandyLionMiniatures 
Bespoke handmade miniatures with a dash of Symbolism 

 DandyLionMiniatures.etsy.com

Zenasminiatures 
Unique miniature clothing, kits and downloads

 Zenasminiatures.etsy.com

TinytownMiniatures 
Magical handmade & artisan OOAK miniatures

 TinytownMiniatures.etsy.com

Golightly Miniatures
1:12 scale French style, heirloom quality miniatures

 GolightlyMiniatures.etsy.com

LaserShrinkRay 
Fixtures, fi ttings and more. 24th, 48th and 144th scales

 LaserShrinkRay.etsy.com

AtelierdeGlori
Exquisite & original hand crafted miniatures 

 AtelierdeGlori.etsy.com

LadiesMileMiniatures 
Miniature Flower Kits & Handmade Dolls House Plants

 LadiesMileMiniatures.etsy.com

CrissCrossMiniatures
1/12th scale handmade pictures, screens & period furniture

 CrissCrossMiniatures.etsy.com

Aurearte Miniatures
Unique handpainted dollhouse miniatures

 www.etsy.com/shop/Aurearte

CornelliesonGallery and #nellietheminiaturist

1:12 scale old master oil paintings, portraits & commissions

 CornelliesonGallery.etsy.com

Paganmoonminiatures
1:12 OOAK witch & gothic inspired miniatures & more

 Paganmoonminiatures.etsy.com

Polly’s Pantry 
1/12th scale handmade dolls house miniature food

 pollyspantryminifood.etsy.com

Green Gypsies
Unique mini home decor pieces

 greengypsies.etsy.com

It’s a Miniature world
1/12 scale handmade Dolls House accessories 

 itsaminiatureworld1.etsy.com

AggiesMiniatures
1:12 Scale food, vintage furniture & everyday objects.

 AggiesMiniatures.etsy.com

FloralDecorMini
Handmade fl owers, in perfect miniature detail

 FloralDecorMini.etsy.com

FIND BEAUTIFUL

HANDMADE TINY

THINGS ONLINE

GET LISTED: If you have an Etsy store, make sure you’re reaching 

thousands of miniaturists around the world with an advert in DHW’s 

Etsy Shop Directory. It costs as little as £14.99 a month. Call Maria on 

+44 (0) 7730 622416 or email maria@ashdown.co.uk to fi nd out more.
These sites are free to browse without subscribing to Etsy. 



i
t looks great outside a cabin or, if 

you prefer a more patio-friendly 

look, just varnish instead of stain-

ing. 

Step 1. Form an oblong with the 

pieces (2) and (3). Glue cross pieces 

(4) 11⁄4” from each end. 

Step 2. Lay pieces (1) flat, leaving 

1/16” between each piece.

Step 3. Glue the oblong on to pieces 

(1). 

Step 4. Glue legs (7) to underneath of 

table. 

Step 5. Glue piece (6) seat supports, 

3/4” up from bottom of leg.

 

Step 6. Glue the seats (5) in place. 

Add a picnic table to
your outdoor scene
Cut up a few strips of wood and put together a table 

for outdoors. Then all you need to decide is what to 

fill your table with

BY DHW REPORTER

MINI MAKES

You will need
■ Wood glue 

■ Wood: 

1. 6” x 3/8” x 3/32” thick - cut five 

2. 1-5/8” x 1/4” x 3/32” thick - cut 

two 

3. 5-1/4” x 1/4” x 3/32” thick - cut 

two 

4. 1 3/8” x 1/4” x 3/32” thick - cut 

two 

5. 6” x 1/2” x 1/8” thick - cut two 

6. 4-1/2” x 3/8” x 3/32” thick - cut 

two 

7. 3” x 3/8” x 3/32”thick - cut four
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i
can’t remember showing you a 

Japanese house before, but when 

I saw this little beauty I was capti-

vated and thought it might have the 

same effect on you.  I was surprised to 

learn that it is in fact a 1/24th scale kit, 

as the detail is so good it looked larger 

on the photographs.

It is owned by Genevieve Wood-

ward, who now lives in Canada, and 

was a surprise gift from her husband 

Richard which he bought through 

Amazon. It was made in China by 

Jiate Handcraft Co Ltd and called the 

Yaquan Courtyard.  

Genevieve was not too sure of the 

sizing originally as it states on the box 

that it is 24th, but decided that the 

Japanese probably had lower ceilings 

anyway as each room is only 3” high. 

There were so many items in the kit, it 

took a while to  get them in order, but 

the instructions were clear and easy to 

follow, and written in English. I am told 

it took Genevieve about three weeks to 

make, and probably took her about 60 

hours. Good going I think.

Genevieve only recently picked up 

this hobby again after a break of some 

years, and was inspired by a tutorial 

by Julie Warren on You Tube. She had 

previously created a twelfth scale doll’s 

house and a hat shop, which she gave 

to her mother-in-law.

In April 2020 she put together a 

Greenleaf Orchid house and made fur-

niture from patterns using matt board, 

which she gave to a friend’s niece for 

Christmas. She has also completed a 

little tin box theatre called Forest Rhap-

sody, and has a San Franciscan kit to 

make up this year. Maybe we can see 

that when it’s done? 

To get back to where I started from 

– the Japanese house. The width is 

14”, the depth is 10” the height is 13”. 

Each little piece of furniture came as 

a kit, which Genevieve carefully and 

patiently made up. The tiny little sushi 

and chopsticks on the table, the vases 

and fl owers, the cushions and books 

were all included, as were the pictures, 

lamps and fully equipped kitchen. 

Even more amazing is that the kit came 

with a music box, and lighting, which 

really does set the house off beautifully.  

One of the many adorable things 

about it is the setting, which is included 

of course. It has a stream with fi sh 

swimming in it, fl owers, and a path 

gently winding through, and I am get-

ting very over the top now. 

I just love the fence and the gates 

and the fi nishing touches created by 

the decoration and balconies are just 

perfect. I have decided that I am going 

to put one of these adorable Japanese 

buildings on my wish list. I just have to 

move real house fi rst though, as I have 

no room. 

Japanese courtyard house
is just full of surprises

Genevieve picked up the miniature hobby again after 

a long break and this wonderful little kit, a gift from 

her husband, was the perfect place to start again

BY SANDRA HARDING

HOUSE PROUD
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HOUSE PROUD
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HOUSE PROUD
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I have decided that I am going to 

put one of these adorable Japanese 

buildings on my wish list. 
‘ ‘

HOUSE PROUD
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A
urea Segura’s previous work 

owes much to ideas from 

the 18th Century and Louis 

XVI’s France as well as Jane Austen’s 

novels.

But she has had a change of direc-

tion with her latest pieces, finding 

inspiration in nature and the sea.

Aurea told us: “Looking out my 

window and seeing the blooming 

flowers and the birds flocking really 

inspires me. I’m also inspired by the 

sea and sailing — living in Barcelona 

very close to the sea, I enjoy staring 

out at the sailing boats and they have 

really helped me for this collection.”

She uses specially selected silk 

fabrics and lace to upholster her min-

iature furniture and then hand-paints 

them with astonishing detail.

“At a first glance, you see one 

scene painted in each piece, but 

as you get closer and look in more 

detail, you can see the full story with 

many small details.”

Aurea is already well on her way 

with her next collection with a chil-

dren’s theme as well as one inspired 

by Beatrix Potter’s tales.

Aurearte Miniatures 

etsy: aurearte.etsy.com

web: www.aurearte.com

facebook: aurearte miniatures

little links:

Inspired by nature and the sea
BY CHARLOTTE MERRYMAN

MINIATURE SHOWCASE

Above left: Birds inspired this romantic 

blue set.

Above right: A hand-painted dress and 

chaise lounge with a floral theme.

Above far right: Views of sailing boats on 

the ocean inspired these chairs which are 

paired here with combined with classic 

hand-painted tables.

Right: An 18th century French scene that 

Aurea has upholstered and hand-painted in 

pink tones.
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e and the sea

MINIATURE SHOWCASE

Right: A beautiful hand-

painted bed matches the 

pink tones.

Below: A beautifully handmade twelfth 

scale dress sits next to the sailing themed sofa.

A beautifully handmade twelfth 

scale dress sits next to the sailing themed sofa.
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A
ny of us who have sons of 

almost any age know that 

at times they can get a little 

crabby, and Amy Tkatch’s son Jack is 

no exception.

I wondered if he actually knew 

that his mother had told me this and 

named a store after him. Sigh of relief! 

Jack’s OK with it I am reliably informed, 

so no family sulks and surprises in the 

Tkatch household, thank goodness!

Amy is Canadian but thought that 

it would make a change to create an 

American style, small town general 

store, and so Crabby Jack’s was born. 

Mind you, it didn’t start off this big as 

Amy had a much smaller store first 

which Frank (the owner) soon outgrew. 

Amy simply swopped it for a petrol 

station with garage, which she very 

quickly closed down to create more 

space. The plot the new store sits on 

now measures 26” deep by 31.5” 

wide, and that’s a big store. Amy down-

loaded the shop sign, glued it onto tin, 

and strung it up at the front.

Amy wanted the store to have a re-

ally warm feeling: the kind of place that 

just welcomes you in, and encourages 

you to buy. With the amount of stock 

here, I reckon this has worked just fine.

The structure is wood and the shin-

gles on the roof are each hand cut and 

made of stained cedar, which were laid 

in a deliberately haphazard fashion. 

Scrapbook paper was used for the 

walls and floor, to which Amy added 

paint, to give it a more rustic look. I 

love the attic area which is full of stuff 

not suitable for sale.

The vegetables all look really fresh 

and notice the old fashioned scales just 

begging to be used. On the other side 

of the display stand is fresh fish and 

meats, and they are all packed in ice 

– such detail. There is a rack of freshly 

baked bread and cakes, brown paper 

bags, and even candy floss and pop-

corn waiting to be sold to the young 

ones when they leave school.  

There are jars full of sweets and 

There’s a warm welcome at Cr
Amy’s small general store has grown into a large one stop shop but you 

can still be sure of a large helping of good old-fashioned service here

BY SANDRA HARDING

SHOP AROUND 
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elcome at Crabby Jack’s store

SHOP AROUND 
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other goodies, plus wines and spirits, 

as there always were in the old days 

of the corner shops, which I recall 

well. Being a general store they have 

to cater for everyone’s need so there 

is a collection of shopping baskets, 

brushes and brooms, buckets and 

tableware, and the walls are covered in 

notices of goods for sale and events in 

the area. A real one stop shop. 

Amy also wanted a couple of Cana-

dian touches so she added the moose 

head and the paddle as well as Tim 

Hortons coffee, which is on the side. 

The store has been around for ages 

according to Amy, and she has placed 

an old telephone, molasses jugs and 

the Betty Boop posters which shows 

the store has seen it all. Frank is the 

third generation to run this store and 

he is proud that it’s hardly changed at 

all.

I love the attic area 

which is full of stuff 

not suitable for sale.
‘ ‘

SHOP AROUND 
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Hi Karen, how did you fi rst discover 

miniatures? My father was a manufac-

turers’ representative for as many as 32 

different collector toy lines. We were 

always surrounded by people in the 

business. Joachim Steiff stayed at our 

house and we took him for his fi rst trip 

to the ocean, where he went swimming 

despite the cold weather.

And you had the pick of a lot of toys? 

I had a select few pieces that I was 

permitted to play with as a child. The 

miniatures were always my favourite 

as I was fascinated with tiny things. 

I would crochet thread to make tiny 

clothes, but never for dolls. The clothes 

were for my tiniest animal toys. To this 

day, there are no dolls in my miniature 

builds. I love to add animals to them 

instead.

When did you fi rst start on building 

houses? In 1992, when my daughter 

was a baby, my then husband and I 

started one of the MiniWright kits my 

father had put aside. Unfortunately, he 

went full throttle when I was occupied 

with our children, and glued walls, win-

dows, interior stairs, and the front door 

in place. Then he slapped a very bad 

paint job on it before I had a chance to 

do any preparation. I was so discour-

aged that the house sat untouched for 

several years. Long after we divorced, 

my daughter and I found a miniature 

shop, grabbed a few supplies, and I 

painted the exterior again for her. 

But it wasn’t until a lot later that you 

got back onto the house?Yes, due to 

a lack of funds, the house again sat un-

touched until 2018, ten years after my 

daughter was grown and had moved 

out of our house. I thought it would 

be a great surprise to clean it up for 

her. When I dusted it off and looked it 

over, I was horrifi ed to see that over 

the years the exterior boards had split 

quite a lot around the bottom half of the 

house. I really wanted to get it usable 

again and surprise her with a clean 

and ready to continue project. I sand-

ed, prepped, and then hand cut over a 

thousand miniature bricks. I carefully 

glued them to the house, and then 

mortared them all using real mortar in 

pastry bags. It took a little over three 

months to complete the mini-masonry. 

I was so excited to show my daughter 

what I was doing for her, thinking she 

would be thrilled.

But she wasn’t? No. I learned a very 

painful lesson that day; some things 

should not be surprises. My daughter 

doesn’t like brick on houses and was 

very sad about the new look of the 

house. It was at a point of no return at 

that stage. She was crushed and so was 

I. To make it up to her, I vowed to work 

with her on the other MiniWright kit, 

making it just exactly how she would 

like it. I’ve been collecting items for 

her kit house ever since, so that we can 

make it perfectly to her specifi cations.

But there was a silver lining? Yes, 

during the brick laying days I had 

shared my project with my friends and 

co-workers. They were so impressed 

with it that they were trying to encour-

age me to start a side business. When 

2020 came in like a horrible nightmare 

I lost my job of 14 years and quickly 

pivoted to starting my own business. I 

worked throughout the summer com-

pleting an entire back half of the doll’s 

house to showcase what I can do with 

a bathroom, main bedroom, and some 

interestingly unique features.

Tell us a bit about the house The 

ceiling in the main bedroom is aba-

lone shell, surrounded in rustic blue-

washed pine planks to match the 

pillars in the room. It is back lit around 

three sides. The bedroom window 

Karen’s talent shines 

in detailed houses
Karen Butler-Kennedy, of Kennedy Miniature Construction has started 

a house-building business during lockdown. We talk to her about the 

houses she has built to showcase her talent to new customers

BY DHW REPORTER

MEET THE MAKER
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seat is deep blue stained birds-eye 

veneer. There’s miniature carpet pad-

ding under the bedroom carpet, so 

that the legs of the furniture sink in just 

enough to look true to life. The bath-

room features real marble flooring, 

and real ceramic tile in the shower, a 

pocket door to the kitchen, and back 

lit stained glass. The back-lit stained 

glass carried through to the kitchen 

over the refrigerator, as the lighting is 

inside the wall between the two rooms. 

The decking in the back of the house 

has LED lighting all the way around it, 

nestled into the railing so that the wires 

and bulbs can’t be seen. The house, 

which I named The Kennedy House, 

was finally complete. 

The interior looks impressive. It must 

have taken a while? I reupholstered, 

painted, and/or rebuilt much of what is 

in the house. I couldn’t afford a refriger-

ator that I could respect, so I built mine 

to include real stainless steel, separate 

plunger switches to light the LEDs for 

the fridge side and freezer side when 

the doors open, and a cord that plugs 

into the wall behind the unit. I had to 

learn to work with polystyrene and 

metals, as nothing I’ve made involves a 

3D printer or laser cutting tool. When I 

couldn’t find a toilet that I thought was 

realistic and attractive enough, I built 

mine to be a replica of my favourite 

type in real life - the pillbox toilet. 

Tell us about your latest project? 

I choose to use real materials in my 

projects, wherever possible. I think 

of things that I would love to see in 

miniature, and then search to see if 

they exist. I started my first completely 

scratch built project in October of 

2020, during lock-down. I thought it 

would be unique to see a grand, huge 

stone fireplace on a miniature scale. I 

didn’t see that this was done anywhere 

else the way I was picturing it in my 

mind, so I set to work. The interior 

of the fireplace had to be real brick, 

with design work that continues all the 

way up inside to the mantel. It is very 

important to me that even with a dental 

mirror, a person could not see where 

the brick stops. I used tiny rock that 

looks like river rock and real mortar. I 

had not seen miniature forests outside 

the windows of room-boxes, so that 

was something I tackled. The forest 

continues far to the left and right of the 

windows, so that one can’t see where 

it ends. The switch on the wall works, 

and there is a flush mount outlet in the 

MEET THE MAKER
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floor for the table lamp. The ceiling 

is hand bull-nosed pine to resemble 

tongue-in-groove. I call this room-box 

Mountain Home Study. It took five 

months to complete.

Which subject would you like to 

know more about? Although life took 

me in a completely different direction, 

I’m a singer and started out as a music 

major. I love so many different types 

of music and can’t learn enough on 

the subject. The dining room in The 

Kennedy House is a reflection of this 

passion, as it has many different musi-

cal instruments in it for entertaining 

miniature guests. I also have a min-

iature guitar in the attic bedroom, for 

playing by the fireplace.

What do your family think of your 

work? My family is behind me 100%. 

They are my biggest fans, which 

makes me extremely happy. My dad, 

now 97-years-old and living with us, 

loves to see what I make. Last time he 

took a look at a piece I had completed 

he said: “You know, you should do this 

for a living!”. I lost my mom in 2006. It 

would have been so fun to show her 

these things and talk with her about 

all of them. However, I believe she can 

see them from her new vantage point.

Any other hobbies or passions? I 

have a gift for pencil sketching, with 

some of my works hanging in our 

house. I’ve thought about miniaturising 

a few of them to put into The Kennedy 

House. My mother was a painter and 

I’m definitely going to miniaturise a 

few of her paintings for the house.

What advice would you give to your 

younger self? If I could speak with 

my younger self, my advice would be 

to make time for what you love. Don’t 

let life derail you because you can do 

whatever you put your mind to. Don’t 

let anyone tell you that it isn’t realistic 

to shoot for your dream. It’s what life is 

all about and if you blink, you’ll miss it.

Where do you sell? I’m building 

an audience through social media, 

and also have a website: www.ken-

nedyminiatureconstruction.com. Now, 

if I were as good at coding a website 

as I am at miniatures, it would look so 

much better.

What do you love about miniatures? 

Miniatures allow the maker to build an-

ything they can imagine, small enough 

to treasure, admire, and pass down 

through generations. It’s a unique art 

form that brings joy to so many people 

of all ages. Pure joy.

 

little links:
email: info@kennedyminiatureconstruction.com

tel: 001-503-891-1998

web: kennedyminiatureconstruction.com

facebook: KennedyMiniConst/

instagram: kennedyminiatureconstruction/

MEET THE MAKER
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R
ainy and cold days are best 

spent playing a board game 

inside with friends. But in such a 

tiny house, where do you keep 

all those game boards and pieces? 

Where do you find the space to play if 

mother doll is baking on the kitchen ta-

ble and father doll has his feet kicked 

up in the living room? This backgam-

mon coffee table solves all those little 

problems while also providing an 

interesting conversation piece for your 

doll’s house’s den, playroom, or game 

room.

Measurements 

Tabletop: 3 1/8” x 2 1/8”. Cut one.

Front and back table panels: 2 1/4” 

x 5/8”. Cut two and include a 1 1/2” x 

1/2” opening centred on one piece to 

create the drawer opening.

Legs: 1/4” and 1 1/2”. Cut four. You can 

cut your own from wood or use bam-

boo forks/skewers. 

Side table panels: 1 1/2” x 5/8”. Cut 

two.

Bottom table panel: 2 1/2” x 1 1/2”. 

Cut one.

Drawer front: 1 1/2” x 1/2”. Cut one 

and sand to fit the front opening.

Drawer base: 1 3/8” x 1 3/8”. Cut one 

from mount board.

Drawer sides: 3/4” x 1 3/8”. Cut three 

from mount board. The third side for 

the back of the drawer should be 

slightly longer than the other side 

pieces to glue onto the side pieces.

Step 1. I gave my table decorative legs 

using bamboo forks I found online. The 

forks were thin, so to stabilise them I 

glued two of the thin bamboo forks to-

gether before cutting the legs down to 

size. Alternatively, you can cut out your 

own legs from wood.

Step 2. Cut each of the table unit 

and drawer pieces according to the 

measurements listed. The table pieces 

are wood, and the drawer pieces other 

than the front drawer panel should be 

cut from mount board. Be sure to sand 

each piece before assembling.

Step 3. Glue the legs to the sides of 

front and back table panel pieces. 

Make sure the drawer opening is fac-

ing up when gluing the legs to the front 

panel piece. While the front and back 

panels are drying, glue the table panel 

sides to the bottom table panel piece.

Make a backgammon
board for mini games
Add a game board table to your doll’s house with this 

combined backgammon board and coffee table. But 

you can make any board game

BY LAURIE JACOBY

MINI MAKES

You will need
■ Wood approx. 1/4” thick

■ Glue

■ Photo paper 

■ Iron-on wood laminate

■ Mount/mat board

■ Bamboo forks or skewers - 

optional

■ Decorative bead, button, ear-

ring, etc. in scale to a drawer 

handle

■ Oven bake clay

■ Scroll saw

■ Sharp knife

■ Printer
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Step 4. Glue the front and back table 

panel pieces to the bottom and side 

table panel pieces.

Step 5. Print the game board on photo 

paper. The game board image should 

measure 2” x 1 3/8”. Centre the image 

on the tabletop piece and trace the 

shape onto the wood. Do not glue on 

the game board image until the end. 

You can also paint the image onto the 

table so long as it fits those dimen-

sions.

Step 6. Frame the space for the game 

board image using the iron-on lami-

nate. Make mitre cuts in the corners of 

the frame. Cut strips of the laminate to 

fill any addition openings between the 

game board space and the frame on 

the shorter sides of the tabletop.

Step 7. Construct the drawer by gluing 

the mount board sides to the mount 

board base. When the sides have 

dried, glue on the wooden drawer 

front. 

Step 8. Slide the constructed drawer 

into the front panel opening and make 

sure drawer fits into the table. Sand 

down the opening until the drawer fits 

and slides smoothly into place.

Step 9. Centre the table onto the un-

derside of the tabletop piece and glue.

Step 10. Paint and decorate to your 

preferences before gluing your game 

board image to the tabletop. You might 

need to add some card stock under 

game board to bring it flush to the 

frame. 

Step 11. Add a knob to the drawer 

front. There are infinite options to use 

for a door or drawer handle.

I used a small earring, but you can 

use a bead, button, or any fun find 

that fits the scale. To play, make some 

game pieces out of oven bake clay us-

ing the instructions on the packaging. 

You need fifteen round token-shaped 

pieces for each player.

If backgammon isn’t your doll’s 

favourite game, this piece could easily 

be customised to fit any doll’s taste. 

Use a check-board print for chess or 

draughts. 

Print a Candyland board and cut out 

colourful cards for a kid’s room. Make 

tiny houses out of clay for your favour-

ite edition of Monopoly. 

Whatever game you choose, the 

design for the tabletop will add a pop 

of colour and whimsy to any room, and 

the drawer will keep all your pieces in 

place until the next rainy day. See the 

cutouts page for your game board top.

MINI MAKES
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A
lthough at this time of 

the year, there is plen-

ty of natural food for 

the birds to find in the 

garden, sometimes it is still 

nice to give them something 

extra – like peanuts! So we 

have designed two differ-

ent little feeders that can be 

hung from the bird table or 

from branches of the trees. 

Square feeder 

Step 1. Cut 1 1⁄4in off each 

end of the craft stick – these 

make the sides.  

Step 2. Cut 10mm square 

from the rest of the craft stick 

– this makes the top. 

Step 3. Cut strip of plastic 

mesh 10mm wide by 90mm 

(3 1⁄2in).  

Step 4. Glue mesh around 

edge of craft sticks. Leave to 

dry thoroughly.  

Step 5. Cut piece of embroi-

dery silk – approximately 

2in in length. 

Step 6. Glue ends together 

around the top piece. 

Step 7. Trim top edge of 

mesh – fill feeder with millet 

seed or any other tiny seeds 

– glue on top. 

Round feeder

Step 1. Separate the pieces 

of snap-caps.

Drill a small hole in the cen-

tre of the cap.

Step 2. Use a small piece of 

embroidery silk to make the 

handle.

Step 3. Knot at base and 

thread up through hole. 

Step 4. Cut a piece of can-

vas 1 in x 1 1/2in.

Step 5. Run glue around 

edge of plastic cap, and at-

tach canvas.

Step 6. Fill the feeder with 

seed – if required.

Step 7. Run glue around in-

side of plastic bottom piece 

and insert canvas. Leave to 

dry

Feed the birds in your
miniature garden
We all know the pleasure everyone gets from watching the 

birds feeding – and even in summer we can attract them to 

the garden 

BY ALICE MONROE

MINI MAKES

You will need
Square feeder

■ Craft stick 10mm 

wide

■ Plastic netting – 

available from garden 

centres

■ Embroidery silk

■ Wood glue or tacky 

glue

■ Millet seed (optional)

Round feeder

■ Snap-cap - Available 

online

■ Cross stitch canvas

■ Embroidery silk

■ Tacky glue

■ Millet seed (optional)
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W
When I came across rustic 

natural wood tree trunk slices 

at a craft store, I bought several 

for future projects. They were 

about the same size and shape and the 

tree bark around the edges suggested 

outdoor scenes. They happened to 

have served perfectly as the bases for 

a series of the four seasons I had been 

thinking of creating.

My friend, Carol Kubesh, has made 

the most interesting dolls through the 

years. Her little kneeling gardener is so 

adorable. She just seemed so eager to 

tend her plants. If she could only man-

age to keep the three curious and frisky 

dogs out of mischief, and out of her 

fl ower beds! Even their rawhide bone 

and toys are not going to distract them, 

I’m afraid.

Garden scene built

on tree trunk slices
When Barbie found some tree trunk slices at a 

craft store they were just what she needed as 

a base for her four seasons project

BY BARBIE COHN ANDREASON. PHOTOGRAPHY BY TONIA SWENNES

GARDEN IDEAS

Garden scene built

on tree trunk slices

BY BARBIE COHN ANDREASON. PHOTOGRAPHY BY TONIA SWENNES

Top left: Tending to the garden can take a little longer with pups around, but it’s 

also much more fun!

Above: Barbie set her mini garden scene on a slice of wood from the craft store.
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f
ollow along and add this sweet 

miniature sewing box to your 

twelfth scale scene.

Step 1. From the cardboard, draw and 

cut out the following:

Two rectangles that are 1” wide by 

3/4” deep – these are the top and bot-

tom of the sewing box.

Two rectangles that are 1” wide by 

5/8” deep – these are the front and 

back sides of the box.

Two rectangles that are 3/4” wide by 

5/8” deep – these are the left and right 

sides of the box.

Step 2. Using a toothpick, apply a 

THIN layer of white glue to the bottom 

cardboard piece and place it in the 

lower half of the LINING FABRIC. The 

glue needs to cover the entire piece of 

cardboard, especially along the edges. 

Step 3. Glue the four side pieces in the 

same way, placing them as shown with 

no space between bottom and side 

pieces.  

Put together a cute
card sewing box 
Take some cardboard, a bit of glue and some fabric and 

you’ll be able to create this lovely little sewing box

BY KAREN HRITZ

MINI MAKES

You will need
■ Cardboard, approximately 3”x 

5” – card stock or index card are 

too thin 

■ Fabrics

■ 1/4” ribbon or trim

■ White glue

■ Cord for edging and handle

■ Beads for feet and button

■ Paper clip for handle

■ Scissors or cutting knife

■ Toothpick

■ Ruler

■ Tape

■ Pencil

1. Cut pieces of wood as shown 

in the diagram and glue as 

shown. 

2. Either leave natural or stain as 

desired.

You will need
■ Wood

■ X-Acto knife

■ Ruler

■ Sandpaper

■ Wood glue

Make a simple
tiny toolbox

card sewing box 

Tool box divider

Centre piece
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Step 4. When the glue is dry, trim 

around all sides EXCEPT THE LONG 

EDGE OF THE BACK PIECE.

Step 5. Next, fold the sides of the box 

up with the fabric on the inside. 

Step 6. Run a thin bead of glue on the 

seam at each corner to connect the 

sides. Apply a small piece of tape to 

hold the corners while the glue dries.   

Step 7. On the wrong side of the outer 

fabric, trace around the box bottom, 

back and top as shown in step 6. Then 

turn the box on its side and trace 

the sides/front. NOTE: I cut the outer 

fabric this way so that it would cover 

the glued corners of the box for a neat 

appearance.

Step 8. Cut the outer fabric as shown 

in step 6, leaving 1/4” allowance on all 

edges.  

Step 9. Apply a thin layer of glue to the 

bottom of the box and glue in place on 

the wrong side of the outer fabric. 

Step 10. As with the lining fabric, the 

glue needs to cover the entire piece 

of cardboard, especially along the 

edges. 

Step 11. Apply glue to the back of the 

box and fold the fabric up into place. 

Make sure the fabric is pulled snug 

around the edge.

Step 12. Apply glue to the sides of the 

box and fold the fabric around, making 

sure it is snug around the corner.

Step 13. Fold the fabric around to the 

front of the box and trim so it overlaps 

1/8”, apply glue and secure fabric to 

front of box. Let dry.

 

Step 14. Trim excess fabric from box 

bottom.

Step 15. Apply a thin line of glue along 

each raw edge of the bottom to seal. 

Step 16. Glue a length of ribbon over 

the place on the front of the box where 

the raw edges overlap.

MINI MAKES
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Step 17. Glue cord along bottom 

edges.

Step 18. Apply glue to the fabric that 

extends above the opening of the box. 

Step 19. Turn to the inside of the box 

and secure with clips until dry. 

Step 20. Apply a thin layer of glue to 

the box top. 

Step 21. Holding the box closed, fold 

the fabric over the top. Let dry. Note: 

If you glue the top without folding the 

box closed, the fabric will be too tight 

to close the box when it is dry! 

Step 22. Apply glue to the edges of the 

fabric and fold to the inside to finish 

the edges of the top.

Step 23. Glue another strip of ribbon 

on the top, aligning it to the piece on 

the front of the box.

Step 24. Cut a 6” piece of cord and 

tie a knot, creating a loop at the centre 

point of the cord. 

Step 25. Apply a thin bead of glue on 

the front edge of the box lid.

Step 26. Align the loop in the cord with 

the ribbon. Glue in place making sure 

not to glue the loop down.

Step 27. Glue the remaining cord 

around the top edges of the box. 

Step 28. To create the handle, I used 

a small paper clip. Reshape the paper 

clip as shown. It should be about 1/8” 

wider than the box. 

Step 29. Cut a piece of cord (at least 

8” long). Apply glue to the cord and 

wrap the handle making sure not to 

leave any gaps. Note: Do not wrap the 

short ends. Those will be inserted into 

the box. 

Step 30. Mark a spot on each side of 

the box, centred top to bottom and 

side to side. 

Step 31. Use a large sewing needle (I 

used a sewing machine needle) and 

poke a hole through the side.

Step 32. Insert one of the short ends of 

the handle into each hole.  

Step 33. Glue small beads on the bot-

tom if you want feet on your box. 

Step 34. Glue a small bead on the 

front of the box for the closure! You are 

done!  

MINI MAKES
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The newsletter began as a way of keeping miniaturists in 
touch with the hobby during lockdown, and also letting people 
know how makers and others were coping with isolation.

But it has grown incredibly. Now our mini mad team add new features 
every week. We are sharing articles from the magazine, but are 
bringing you a wealth of exciting new content and up-to-the minute 
news on shows and makers.

So don’t miss out. Go to www.dollshouse.live

on your computer or phone now to read 
the site everyone’s talking about.

The team at Dolls House World weren’t sitting idly 
by during lockdown. As well as producing the 
magazine we also came up with an online news-
letter to serve the mini community.

But the good news is that Dollshouse.live has 
been such an amazing success that we’ve 
decided we have to keep it running.

Dollshouse.live is full of fascinating 
features, projects and videos, and all 
totally free — little wonder the 
site has become incredibly 
popular with miniatur-
ists in the UK and 
around the world.

Don’t miss dollshouse.live
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t
his idea for keeping 

eggs safe is the perfect 

way to help brighten up 

your kitchen - a painted 

one for a more modern look 

or a wooden holder for the 

Victorian one. 

Step 1. Trace around the 

templates for the chicken 

and shelves plus the shelf 

batons and transfer onto the 

card. 

Step 2. Using the sharp 

knife carefully cut around all 

the pieces and lightly sand 

off all the edges using a 

very fi ne grade sandpaper 

(fi nishing paper). 

Step 3. Using the small drill 

bit gently make three dips in 

each shelf to hold the eggs, 

do not drill right through 

the shelf, sand the tops fl at 

when fi nished drilling.

Step 4. Glue the shelves 

in place onto the chicken 

and glue one baton under 

each shelf for extra support. 

Leave to dry.

Step 5. When completely 

dry use white or cream 

paint to cover your chicken. 

Do this for the painted 

chicken or the varnished 

one. Two thin coats of paint 

give you a better fi nish than 

one thick one. Make sure 

the paint goes into all the 

shelf joins and tiny cracks in 

the card. Leave to dry.

Step 6. While your chicken 

is drying you can make 

some tiny eggs for the 

holder using the white and 

sandy brown Fimo. Make 

as many as you would like 

in your holder maybe a few 

‘eggstra’ to go in a bowl 

too. Bake your eggs at the 

clay manufacturer’s recom-

mended temperatures for 

the specifi ed amount of time 

and leave to cool.

Step 7. Now your chicken 

is dry it is time to add on 

the features using coloured 

paints, a red crown, yel-

low beak and orange tail 

feathers (or any colour you 

choose). For the eye and 

the beak split use a black 

permanent marker.

Step 8. For the wooden 

chicken use a coloured var-

nish, paint quite quickly as 

this dries very fast but has a 

great wooden effect.

Step 9. When all your paint/

varnish is completely dry 

you can super glue your 

Fimo eggs into place on the 

shelves.

Step 10. To fi nish the 

painted chicken, add a small 

bunch of raffi a/straw to the 

base of the chicken so it 

looks like it is sitting on its 

nest. 

Hatch a chicken shelf to
brighten your kitchen
Create a cute little chicken egg holder for the 

doll’s house kitchen - Toni Allen comes up 

with delightful pattern 

BY TONI ALLEN

MINI MAKES

You will need
■ Thick card

■ Glue

■ Paints (white/cream 

yellow, red, orange)

■ Wood varnish

■ Small amount of 

straw

■ Small drill bit

■ Sandpaper

■ Sharp craft knife

■ Small amount of 

Fimo clay in white and 

sandy brown.

Shelf x 2

Support x 2

Template
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V
ersatile and quick this 

is a project that can fit 

almost any miniature 

scene. You can adapt 

the idea to make shelves of 

different sizes and shapes, 

as I did in my scrapbook 

store. 

First, cut the balsa wood 

into these sizes: 

From the 1/16” x 1” x 

18” cut two pieces 3-1/2” 

(top and bottom) and two 

pieces 2-1/4” (sides). Cut 

one piece 3-3/8” (horizontal 

shelf) and another piece 

2-1/8” (vertical divider) 

From the 1/16” x 1/8” x 

11” piece, cut three pieces 

3-1/2” long (these will be 

your mouldings) 

If you plan to stain your 

shelf unit, it is a good idea 

to sand each piece smooth 

and stain first to avoid 

problems caused by the 

glue showing. If you plan to 

paint, you can do that as a 

finishing step. Now to the 

assembly. 

Step 1: Glue the top and 

bottom pieces to the side 

pieces, making sure the 

side pieces are glued to the 

inside like a frame. Let dry. 

Step 2: On the shelf and 

divider pieces, mark the 

centre point of the length 

and the width. You will now 

make a slit to the middle on 

the long side of each. The 

slit needs to be 1/16” wide. 

Step 3: Glue the two togeth-

er at right angles by stand-

ing the 2-1/8” inch piece 

(vertical shelf) on end with 

the slot facing you. Put a dap 

of glue along the slot. Slide 

the 3-3/8” piece (horizontal 

shelf) on to the vertical shelf. 

Let dry. 

Step 4: Set your frame on 

the 1/16” x 3” x 4” piece 

and square it with two of 

the sides. Draw a line on 

the other two sides, These 

are your cutting lines. Cut 

the piece to fit on the back 

of the frame. Glue and let 

dry. Now, glue the shelf and 

divider unit into the frame. 

Let dry. 

Step 5 and 6: Glue one of 

the three moulding pieces 

(1/16” x 1/8” x 3-1/2”) on 

to the top, making sure it is 

even with the top. Do the 

same with the bottom piece. 

Make a shelf unit for
your mini goodies
Gale made this shelf unit to contain paper in her scrapbook 

store, but it can be adapted to fit any mini scene

BY GALE EVANS

MINI MAKES

You will need
■ Mini table saw (or 

something to cut the 

wood). The Chop-

per is a great tool. An 

X-Acto knife will also 

work

■Glue

■ Sandpaper (fine 

grit)

■ Balsa wood in these 

sizes (see pattern):

One piece 1/16” x 1” 

x 18”

One piece 1/16” x 

1/8” x 11”

One piece 1/16” x 3” 

x 4”

(Make sure at 

least two sides are 

squared.)
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The third piece will be used 

in the middle to cover up the 

shelf edge. Let all dry. 

Step 7: If painting, now is the 

time to sand all your edges 

smooth with a piece of fine 

sandpaper. 

Step 8: Paint or varnish and 

allow to dry. Your shelf is 

finished. You can change the 

lengths of the balsa wood 

and make different sized 

shelf units using this tech-

nique. 

Hope you enjoyed this 

little project. 

MINI MAKES
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S
hopping for new swimwear can 

be pure joy or one’s worst night-

mare. 

All those skimpy, colourful 

suits and so much bare skin! This sum-

mer we will positively swear off body 

shaming that elicits moans and groans, 

at least when it comes to mini ones. 

Miniature artist Carolyn Hall learned 

long ago that when it comes to tiny 

fashions, there’s always room for at 

least one swimsuit. Maybe more! So 

let’s go shopping!

“I think nothing shouts SUMMER like 

the idea of leaving cold weather be-

hind and shedding bulky winter togs to 

jump into a swimsuit, ready to frolic in 

the surf and stretch out on the sand en-

joying the sun’s warmth,” Carolyn says. 

“I’m just happy some people want to 

capture that feeling in miniature!” 

Whether your mini vignette is a sea-

side or tropical oasis, a garden pool, or 

cabin by the lake, Carolyn can envision 

her swimsuits and bikinis hanging on 

a clothesline to dry, draped across a 

cabana chaise, or lying on the bed in 

anticipation of a hot afternoon’s cool 

dip. One of her customers created a 

resort surf shop while another made a 

Hawaiian-theme room box. Swimsuits 

and surfboards say it all. 

Born and raised along the Mid 

Atlantic, Carolyn’s world was sur-

rounded by sun and water. As the only 

child to much older parents, she often 

occupied her solitary hours sewing 

and crafting. Her mother sewed a great 

deal, making clothes for them both and 

taught Carolyn the basics at an early 

age. Together they would create items 

for Barbie and Skipper, and even her 

toys were craft-inspired like a toy sew-

ing machine capable of making chain 

stitches. 

Carolyn discovered the world of 

miniatures in a roundabout way. She 

didn’t have a doll’s house but played 

for hours with her furnished Barbie’s 

Dream House and car, so these was 

her very fi rst introduction to tiny things. 

“In the 1980s I participated in craft 

shows making a variety of sewn and 

crocheted items,” she recalls. “Then 

realising I needed to produce things 

that were smaller and quicker to make, 

I started making Christmas ornaments. 

I had taken a jewellery design class 

and was introduced to polymer in one 

of the sessions. While everyone else 

in the class was rolling round beads, I 

was experimenting with making vari-

ous miniature fruits and vegetables!”

It was while standing at the cash 

register in her local craft store that 

Carolyn spotted copies of Nutshell 

News magazine. On the cover was a 

fabulous display of fruits and vegeta-

bles created by Mary Eccher. That 

cover opened her eyes to the world of 

miniatures. Attending her fi rst minia-

ture show just a month later was a jaw-

dropping moment. 

“I think right then and there was the 

moment I was hooked! Over the years 

I have made various miniature items 

and have always been on the lookout 

to make things I don’t see of on a regu-

lar basis. While at a miniatures fl ea 

market, I spotted a one-piece swimsuit 

that had been commercially produced. 

I went home and started researching 

miniature swimwear and saw very few 

choices. I drafted a few patterns and 

decided to make my own.”

Some of Carolyn’s exquisite suits 

and trunks are OOAK due to limited 

amounts of fabric she may have on 

hand. In some cases she may only 

have enough to make a tiny bikini top. 

She’s always on the lookout for fabrics 

with small prints, although fabrics with 

larger prints will work if strategically 

snipped. Her designs are contempo-

rary, although she has thought about 

attempting an old fashioned turn-of-

the-century swim dress. 

Her one piece suits and bikinis sell 

Carolyn’s beach wear is
such fun for summer
Swimsuits are colourful, fl irty, and sizzlin’ hot! So have 

some mini fun in the sun this summer choosing one 

or more swimsuits made by Carolyn Hall

BY DEB WEISSLER

MEET THE MAKER

Left: Red and white stars against a fi eld of 

navy blue trunks. 
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equally well. One customer purchased 

a bikini that coincidentally was an 

exact duplicate of her own bikini. This 

clever artist also makes matching ac-

cessories like sun hats and fl ip-fl ops. 

Garnering inspirations from swimsuits 

viewed on-line, one of her greatest 

challenges is selecting which fabrics 

to grab fi rst.

“I have a ton of fabric that was either 

given to me or were purchased for 

other projects. In preparing to make 

swimsuits, I fi rst select suitable prints. 

For me, the fabric print and amount of 

the fabric available dictates whether I 

make a one or two-piece suit as well 

as the style. I create my own patterns 

so they will be uniform in size. The 

swimsuits are assembled using both 

glue and sewing, and some are embel-

lished with tiny buckles, ribbon or tiny 

jewels. I often use tweezers for assem-

bly and a small quilting iron to press as 

I go, keeping seams fl at and making 

sure everything is secure.”

Carolyn works on an assembly-line 

basis, cutting out several suits from 

different fabrics. She may have eight 

or ten suits or trunks going at one time. 

One thing is for certain – she quickly 

loses track of time! “I often don’t real-

ise how long I have been working until 

I look at the clock. 

“My dining room has offi cially been 

designated as my workspace but my 

dream is to have a studio with massive 

work and storage space and com-

pletely dedicated to crafts.”

MEET THE MAKER

Top: A trio of sunny yellow.

Top right: The guys will love these black and 

tan surfi ng trunks.

Above: Who says a one piece suit can’t be 

eye catching? A navy blue polka dot and lace 

for a fl irty vintage look. This teal one piece 

comes with sunfl ower fl ip-fl ops. 

Far right: Black and white geometric strap-

less with star fl ip-fl ops

Right: For girls who like a bit more cover up, 

a two piece ruched set with matching sun hat 

and fl ip-fl ops.

Bottom right: Regardless the weather, this 

bikini with sun hat and fl ip-fl ops is red hot! 
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t
he first thing I noticed about 

these photographs was the graffiti 

(another first). This won’t come as 

a surprise as you know I love that 

little something different, and this crea-

tion by Stan Gregg is certainly that. It’s 

so well done it looks real and, guess 

what, it’s made from heavy duty poster 

board and I am so impressed.

However, it didn’t start so well. When 

Stan first started creating his little 

works of art, nine or so years ago, he 

used thin plywood for the base of the 

houses and, as he covers them in wet 

paper maché clay, the wood warped 

badly. Quite a learning curve.

To start the process Stan makes 

the windows and door frame and 

lays them out flat on the poster board 

to get the right look. He then traces 

around them to keep within the size 

he wants. This building is about nine 

inches deep by 11 wide and 29 high. 

Stan likes to keep his creations slightly 

smaller than twelfth scale so they can 

fit in the smallest places. Very wise, as 

we are all running out of room I think 

— or is that just me?

After hot gluing the walls together he 

uses paper maché clay layered onto the 

sides of the building between a quarter 

to half an inch thick. He then creates 

the brick effect using a brick stamp he 

made which, he admits, wears him out 

as it can take one and a half hours to do 

one side. It has to be done before the 

clay starts to harden and he does the 

four sides in one long day.

I can imagine how tedious and 

messy that must be and the huge relief 

when it’s done.  After they dry a little, 

with a fan blowing on them for a day, 

he starts to add paint, making it even 

wetter. Stan decided to use real grout 

on this house which gives a very real-

istic look and, after he adds the grout 

and washes off the excess, he repaints 

each brick individually. The grouting 

and the rewetting of the paper maché 

means that it needs to dry for a week 

or more, time which Stan puts to good 

use, working on the inside.   

Inside the building, the tiles were 

created using pictures found online, 

which were reduced in size and 

printed. Stan then covered them in 

clear tape for glaze, cut them to size 

and glued the printed tiles onto heavy 

duty cardboard. He then recut the tiles 

and glued them to the floor.

The pictures on the walls are 

printed, the frames are match sticks 

and popsicle sticks while the fireplace 

was made using a mould. Most of the 

wallpaper is scrapbook paper, and 

Stan tells me he had great fun adding 

it, distressing it, before making it peel 

off the walls. What a funny hobby we 

have?

Although Stan tells me that he start-

ed this hobby only nine years ago his 

interest in miniatures began when he 

and his twin sister had a doll’s house. 

They were about 12-years-old and 

they both loved their miniature world. 

This was rekindled for Stan when he 

Stan finds his style in
paper maché homes
The Abandoned House is just one of the wonderful creations 

made from paper maché clay by Stan Gregg, but creating 

the brickwork can be tedious and messy

BY SANDRA HARDING

HOUSE BUILDER
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made  a wooden doll’s house for a 

neighbour’s daughter, followed by kit 

builds. The addiction had set in.

It was during a break from his job as 

a Programme Manager working with 

disabled adults that he decided he 

needed to create something. What bet-

ter than a miniature gnome tree house, 

of course! After that came Hagrid’s 

hut and mushroom houses, using his 

newly found paper maché pulp, and 

Stan knew that this was his outlet and a 

hobby he just loved.       

Stan discovered the Denver Minia-

ture Show held annually in his home 

town, and during a visit met one of 

the museum’s managers, who showed 

interest in his work, and said he should 

exhibit them. They were a real hit and 

they all sold with people asking for 

more. 

The next show will be his sixth year 

and he still has new creations in mind. 

It takes approximately 7-10 days to 

finish each unique piece, depending 

on the complexity. Stan likes his real 

home to look like a clean model show 

home, so his creations are kept behind 

closed doors in his craft room and 

spare bedroom between shows. 

He tells me that he never keeps his 

houses, although he has been tempted 

with the Brick Mansion which is full of 

expensive furniture. However, for the 

right price — who knows?

I really hope to show you more of 

Stan’s work later as those already sold 

sound fascinating.  

Stan finds his style in
paper maché homes

HOUSE BUILDER
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A
lthough more used to tackling 

problems on a small scale the 

large issues caused by the 

Covid pandemic were still not enough 

to stop Gatwick Dolls House Club 

members from putting heads together 

to make sure we could continue our 

monthly meetings.

With chairman, Barbara Hoyle, at the 

helm socially distanced garden meet 

ups were held followed by meetings 

via Zoom.

The club started in 1995 and still has 

members today who were there at the 

beginning. Indeed, as I was reminded 

the other day, I used to take my daugh-

ter in her car seat, place it on a chair at 

the back of the hall and she slept while 

I indulged in my hobby. She is 30 later 

this year!

Time may have moved on but it has 

been more important than ever for us 

all to stay in touch and continue our 

friendships and general camaraderie, 

as well as trying to keep occupied in 

lockdown with miniature makes. 

Like so many others we have had to 

adapt and be fl uid in our plans. Our 

initial hope to meet in July last year 

was sadly not possible, nor our post-

poned restart in September, nor again 

for our annual December Christmas 

party where we share food and bring 

along the projects that we have all 

been working on throughout the year 

to display. 

Keeping in touch was helped by Sa-

sha Moore setting up a members’ Fa-

cebook group where there have been 

postings of many interesting makes 

and displays along with requests for 

specifi c lockdown essentials  — “does 

anyone have tartan fabric?” resulted in 

a successfully completed chair.  

Zoom technology was also new to 

many of us but thanks to Zoe Andrews 

setting us up, we have been able to 

conduct full meetings and chat whilst 

making mini pieces.  

We enjoyed demonstrations on how 

to make perfect boxes in various sizes 

and styles and a second demonstra-

tion, also by Marion Agate, talked us 

through the art of making paper roses 

from hole punch cut outs.

Ralph Keemar conducted a Zoom 

meeting showing the art of mould 

making and the explanations and tips 

inspired many new to this particular 

skill to have a go in their own homes.

As it became clear that lockdown 

meant restricted gatherings over a 

longer period, the club committee 

once again got their heads together 

and for the months of April, May and 

June, kits were prepared. It was chal-

lenging to think of making up kits 

which could easily be posted while 

mini meet
hereTODAYhereTODAYCLUB       NEWS

Club fl ourishes with
mini Zoom meetings
The challenge of lockdown brought out the best in 

miniaturists at the Gatwick Dolls House Club as they 

adapted with Zoom meetings and secret packages

BY CAROL LEWIS
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relying upon members’ 

own tools kits and stashes 

to complete a project. Pots 

of paint and bits of wood 

were not going to fi t in the 

envelopes!  

One package was sent 

to each club member with three indi-

vidual sealed envelopes – one to be 

opened for each month and not before. 

For those unable to use Zoom written 

instructions were sent.

Asking members not to peek at the 

kit contents before the meetings meant 

that we all opened the right envelope 

together and saw for the fi rst time what 

we would be making. I really had no 

idea that we could achieve the level 

of participation via Zoom but it has 

been a real joy that we have all been 

able to carry on with the hobby and 

encourage and chat to each other on a 

regular basis. 

It was business as usual for the 

club’s AGM conducted via Zoom and 

our 28th birthday celebrations in April 

meant I was tasked with making up 

celebratory kits of hats, gift bags, ban-

ners, invitations, envelopes and more. 

Ralph’s amazingly sourced kit the 

following month enabled perfect 

packages from the 1930s to be made 

from pre-printed card and now every 

miniature household can stock up their 

shelves with essentials from washing 

powders to cereals, biscuits to ciga-

rettes.

The third 

‘fl atpacked’ kit 

enabled club 

members to have 

a (green)house full 

of plants, thanks 

to Barbara’s kits. 

In one photo you can see some of us 

showing our appreciation for one of 

the demonstrations which took place.

One real disappointment was the 

need to postpone the club’s annual 

October Have-A-Go Day. But we 

are delighted to confi rm it will take 

place this year on October 16 at our 

regular meeting place at the Horley 

Methodist Church Hall, Victoria 

Road, Horley, Surrey, RH6 7AS from 

10 – 3 pm. 

The day is a great way of meeting 

like minded enthusiasts, seeing the 

display of diverse miniature projects 

and scenes made by our very tal-

ented members. You will have seen 

photographs from previous events 

in DHW over the years. The day is 

organised so that anyone can confi -

dently have-a-go at making quality 

miniature pieces with material, tools 

and guidance being provided to 

complete a kit for a small cost. 

For all the hard work in keeping 

us going, the fi nal word should go 

to Barbara: “Do come along and 

share a fun and interesting day with 

us. We have all had to miss out on 

social days and interactions for such 

a long time but we very much hope 

that on October 16 this year we can 

prove that we and our friends are 

very much back on track to better 

things.”

If you are thinking of attending 

but would like reassurance and 

confi rmation nearer the time that 

the event will be proceeding, you 

can contact Barbara at Barbara@

hoyle-engineering.co.uk

HAVE-A-GO DAY IS BACK ON
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A LOOK AT LUNDBY
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W
hen Debbie Debs bought an 

old Caroline’s Home in 2019 

she knew that it was in need 

of a nice new makeover.

She agonised over whether or 

not to keep it as it was originally (a 

1970s/80s house) or simply doing 

what she wanted to improve it. 

Eventually, Debbie decided on a 

revamp and started with the outside. 

The original, badly marked yellow 

door and shutters were painted and 

the front was changed to “brick” walls 

with paper printed from the internet. 

More wallpapers were printed out 

for the rooms inside, all very much in 

keeping with the original era.

Debbie made new blinds and put 

down nice flooring throughout. The 

bathroom mats were made from felt, 

with decoration added. An old sofa 

and chairs were recovered from the 

same felt, although the effect is really 

very different. Debbie rewired and 

recovered all the lamps and lights in 

the house and made all the curtains 

and bedding in each room.  

The furniture is all from the right 

period and has been collected over 

some time. The chap sitting on the sofa 

watching television is house sitting 

as Debbie tells me the family have 

not moved in yet. When they do, I am 

sure they will all be very happy with 

the bright colour schemes of the new 

decoration.

Caroline’s Home gets a
colourful makeover

BY SANDRA HARDING

A LOOK AT LUNDBY

Behind the name
The name “Caroline’s Home” was used by the Barton company as a trade-

mark from about 1976 and houses, and accessories, were sold in toy shops 

and department stores across the UK. Barton, along with the Caroline’s 

Home brand, were taken over by Lundby of Sweden in 1984.
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D
oes your doll’s house need a 

deck to have barbecues on? Or, 

maybe your house residents 

want to enjoy the garden you 

worked so hard on. Here are plans 

to make a switch back deck that can 

be adjusted to fit almost every doll’s 

house. 

First, decide how big to make the 

deck. Mine is the entry for the second 

floor of my in-law apartment so I didn’t 

want a full-sized deck. For a larger 

deck, adjust the sizes of the patterns 

accordingly. The lower deck is a switch 

back so that the stairs aren’t too steep.

Determine the height of the deck. 

Measure from the bottom of the dol’s 

lhouse to under the doorframe. Write 

this measurement down. The framing 

of the deck should ride just under the 

door frame. 

Now measure the width of the doll’s 

house to determine what width your 

patio base will be. The length is up to 

you. The deck can be the width of your 

doll’s house, but you will need to move 

the stairs to the outside corner of the 

deck instead of the inside corner of 

the deck. Be sure to relocate the posts 

accordingly. 

The patio base I used is 13 1⁄2” x 10 

1⁄2” inches by 1⁄4” thick. Plywood is 

available from timber merchants and 

DIY stores. Often if you ask, they will 

cut the size for you though you may 

have to buy a larger sheet than you 

need. 

Large square posts support the 

deck. Place them 1⁄4” from the edge of 

the plywood. See figure one for place-

ment of the deck support posts. Do 

NOT put in the posts for the top or bot-

tom of the stairs yet. Drill a tiny guide 

hole in the middle of the bottom of the 

posts, a little smaller than the nails you 

plan to use. Drill a small guide hole in 

the plywood in the proper locations. 

Apply a small amount of wood glue 

to the bottom of the posts, and then nail 

the posts from the underside of the ply-

wood. TIPS: Make sure the posts sit flat 

on the plywood and are square to the 

sides of the plywood or it will torque 

your deck. Also, make sure they are 

straight. Don’t worry about the height 

of the posts. You cut them later. Let the 

glue dry. 

Using thin flat pieces of wood, box in 

the posts for the upper deck and lower 

deck. Space two supports across the 

inside of the upper deck and one for 

the lower deck. See figures two and 

three. Run the supports the opposite 

direction you plan to run your surface 

deck boards. 

The height of the upper deck should 

ride just under the door framing for 

your second floor entry door. The 

lower deck should be 6 1⁄4” from the 

top of the patio floor to the top of the 

boxed framing. See figure two. Glue 

and clamp the framing and let dry. 

Using the same flat wood, cut the 

deck flooring for the tops of both 

decks. Leave a 1/16” overhang on both 

sides of the deck framing. You have a 

choice to run the decking boards ei-

ther lengthwise, or width-wise. Just be 

sure your framing supports go the op-

posite direction of the decking surface. 

Fit the decking boards around the 

corner posts that are just inside the 

deck surface. Glue the flooring boards 

into place and let dry. Now fit your 

deck up under the door of your doll’s 

house. The deck surface should be the 

same height as the door’s bottom sill. 

To make the deck sit snugly against 

the house, chisel out the width of the 

door-frame from the deck board so 

that the door indexes into the deck. 

See figure four. 

Now that you have the decking on, 

cut your rail posts to 3” above the deck 

flooring on both decks. Cut and set 

aside five extra, three-inch posts for 

the stairs. 

Make an outside deck
for your doll’s house
Perfect for outdoor entertaining. Grace Shaw has designed 

an impressive deck that your mini people will love 

BY GRACE SHAW

MINI MAKES

You will need

■ One 1/4” plywood (13 1⁄2” x 

10 1⁄2” or desired size) for patio 

■ Nine pieces of (3/16”x 3/16” x 

24”) large square wood for posts 

■ 10 - 12 finish nails 

■ 20 pieces (1⁄2”x 1/8” x 24”) 

flat wood for framing, decking 

and steps 

■ One piece (1/8” x 4” x 24”) 

wood for carriages

■ Six pieces each (24” long) top 

stair rail and bottom stair rail 

■ 30 pieces (1/8” x 1/8” x 24”) 

small square wood for balusters
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Cut two sets of stair carriages using 

the pattern in figure five, shown in the 

actual size. One set of carriages may 

have to be trimmed later but they are 

the same angle. 

Placing the carriages for the steps is 

tricky. Do the lower deck first. The first 

carriage fits under the deck framing 

but snug against the box and post that 

your decking sits on. You will notice 

that one end of the carriage has an 

extra notch. That notch is where the 

deck framing sits. The other end rests 

on the patio surface. See figure six. 

The carriages should be placed 2 1⁄4” 

apart. Be sure to keep them parallel. 

Glue and clamp them into place. Let 

them dry. 

The notched end of the carriages 

fits under the upper deck as before, 

but the bottom of the carriage fits to 

the outside of the lower deck’s box 

framing. You may have to cut the bot-

tom of the carriage to fit the space 

between your two deck surfaces. See 

figure seven. Clamp and glue the car-

riage into place. Make sure you keep 

the carriages parallel, 2 1⁄4” apart. 

Next, cut the step treads from the 

same flat thin wood you used for the 

decking. The steps should have a 1/16” 

overhang on each side of the stair car-

MINI MAKES

Figure one: placement of the deck support posts. Figure two: view of deck framing with measurements.
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Figure three: close-up of box 

framing around posts.

Figure four: shows how 

deck fits around door.

Figure six: how carriages fit 

under deck surface.

Hopefully your deck will be 

straighter than our diagram 

Figure five: stair carriages 

shown actual size 

(8 1/2” from tip to tip). 

Figure seven: how 

carriages fit between 

upper and lower deck.

Figure eight: shows 

rails and spacer for 

hand rails. 

MINI MAKES



DOLLS HOUSE WORLD 73

riage. Glue into place. 

Now that your steps are in, place 

the posts for the top and bottom of the 

stairs the exact same distance apart. 

The three-inch posts should be placed 

just at the outside edge of the stair 

treads on the upper and lower deck, 

and at the bottom of the stairs on the 

patio. 

Keep them all straight and the same 

distance apart. Drill the guide holes 

for the patio three- inch posts and in 

the patio surface, then glue into place 

as you did with the large deck sup-

port posts. The stair post on the upper 

deck can be glued, or nailed from the 

bottom of the deck surface. Be sure 

to keep them straight and the same 

distance apart. 

Now the real fun begins! Making 

the rails. Put your favourite wine in the 

refrigerator to chill, and have a glass 

handy. You will need them. 

Here are some tips to make do-

ing the rails easier. Use spare larger 

square post wood to space the rails 

when you install them on the deck. 

Cut some extra small square wood for 

spacers for the balusters. These only 

need to be 1⁄2” long, or you can space 

with balusters that you haven’t used 

yet. It’s easier to space the balusters 

with pieces of wood, than to try and 

measure the distances. For best re-

sults, use spacers at both the top and 

bottom of the rails. Also let your wood 

glue get a little thick. It’s easier to work 

with in this application. 

To construct the rails you need a 

top curved rail piece and a bottom 

square rail piece, and small square 

wood for the balusters. Cut the bal-

usters to about 2 1⁄2”. Make sure all 

the balusters are the same length to 

make it easier to put the rails together. 

Completed rails should measure about 

2 3⁄4” high and be spaced evenly 

on your three-inch high corner deck 

posts. Measure and cut the top and 

bottom rail pieces to fit snugly be-

tween the rail posts of your deck. See 

figure two and eight. 

Lay the bottom rail sideways on 

your work surface. Using a gluing jig 

or other straight surface to lay the end 

against will make it easier to start glu-

ing in the balusters. Place a small wood 

spacer next to your straight surface, 

then glue in one baluster. Place an-

other spacer, then baluster until all the 

balusters are in place. Leave the spac-

ers in place until the rail is put together 

and dry. Be careful not to get glue on 

the spacers. See figure eight. 

Carefully run a bead of glue in the 

groove of the top rail and slip onto 

the balusters. Place small square top 

spacers between the balusters to keep 

them straight. Your rail should still be 

lying on its side. Put rubber bands 

over the ends of the completed rails 

to help pull them together. Let dry. 

Remove spacers and rubber bands. 

Make next rail until you have enough to 

fit all the way around both deck sur-

faces except for the stair openings. 

To install the railing on your deck, 

place the large square spacers on the 

deck surface and set the rails on it to 

keep them in place while your glue 

dries. See figure eight. Use glue and 

clamps to hold the rails in place until 

dry. 

When all the upper and lower deck 

rails are in place it’s time to start the 

stair rails. They are made the same 

way but are angled to fit the stairs. 

The easiest way to get the angle is 

to lay your top (and bottom) rail pieces 

next to the stair posts.

Using a pencil, draw the angle of the 

cut. Make your rail as quickly as pos-

sible as above. Place a rubber band 

on each end of the rails before picking 

them up to keep the rails from falling 

apart. Before it dries hold it up to the 

step posts so that the balusters are 

angled. 

Try to leave the spacers in place 

when you do this so the balusters 

don’t shift position, and don’t for- get 

the square spacer sitting on the top 

and bottom steps to rest the railing on. 

Glue and clamp them in place. Let dry. 

Do one stair rail at a time, letting 

the completed one dry. When dry, cut 

the rubber bands off and remove the 

spacers from between the balusters. 

If you are afraid the spacers might 

become stuck, you can remove them 

before dry, but be careful you don’t 

move the balusters and make sure the 

railing is securely clamped into place. 

Once your deck is completed and 

dry, apply mini mortar or other de-

sired surface to your patio under the 

deck. When completed, your mini 

people can have their first barbecue! 

TOPTIP
It’s easier to stain the wood before you 

build your deck. If you try to stain after 

and glue has sealed the wood, the deck 

will look splotchy. Painting really doesn’t 

matter because paint will cover glue 

spots, but stain won’t penetrate after the 

glue seals the wood. 

When all the upper and lower deck rails are 

in place it’s time to start the stair rails. They 

are made the same way but are angled to fit 

the stairs. 

‘ ‘
MINI MAKES
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M
ake a  pheasant 

(oh yeah, I hear 

you say). Honest-

ly, I am no expert, but with 

a bit of practice you can 

do it. The best way I found 

was to make it flat-backed, 

on a flat surface (try a tile), 

creating a piece that will 

be the main body.

This way, you can model 

it into shape, without trying 

to create the whole bird. 

Flatten out the tail, add on 

the head and beak and 

then add a wing. I roughed 

up the body and wing a lit-

tle to look like feathers.

Add a tiny top knot on 

top of his head. No idea 

what it is, maybe just feath-

ers! He is about 2” from 

head to tip of tail. Bake as 

instructions say. 

I had about ten attempts 

before I had it looking any-

thing like a bird, let alone 

a pheasant, so don’t panic. 

Fimo is very forgiving.

In the meantime cut 

out stiff card to the length, 

height and depth you want 

to fit the bird, with a little 

room around it (see pic-

ture). My case is 3” by 1.5” 

.  Cut out a thinner piece of 

card for the back and glue 

it together to form the case. 

Let it dry and paint it the 

colour you want. I forgot to 

paint the inside of one of 

mine light brown. Sorry.

If using craft sticks, cut/

saw them to the required 

size and sand corners. 

Paint or stain to the colour 

you want. Cut out a card-

board back — I glued the 

four pieces of the wooden 

frame onto it. It is much 

easier that way. Let it dry.

Choose the background 

picture and glue it into the 

card to create a backdrop. 

Let it dry

Now start painting the 

pheasant (don’t panic, just 

look at the picture and 

paint).  I have pheasants 

in my garden every day 

and they are all different, 

so don’t worry about it. I 

started with a terracotta 

colour over the body and 

tail, but not the head and 

neck.  Burnt Sienna maybe, 

or mix your own. I added 

black and white flecks 

lightly and gradually. Paint 

light black stripes down 

the top of its tail loosely. Let 

it dry.

Make a pheasant in a case  

MINI MAKES

BY SANDRA HARDING

Quick and easy

You will need

■ Side view picture of 

a pheasant, as guid-

ance {unless you can 

find one to include on 

page}

■ Background picture 

with some sky and 

trees or branches, 

in small scale (see 

Cutouts on P35)

■ Clear sheet of 

plastic for front (clear 

wrapping from birth-

day cards works well)

■ Fimo, caramel 

shade

■ Pack of acrylic 

paints and a paint 

brush

■ Hard card or craft 

sticks

■ Scissors, tweezers 

and glue

■ Tiny twigs, green 

moss, dried fungus, 

flowers, green Flower-

soft, dried seed heads 

etc
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MINI MAKES

Paint the top of the head, 

top knot and down the neck 

a little a sort of greeny 

blue, leaving the eye, the 

beak the neck and the red 

bits. Let it dry. Paint beak 

an off white, and then paint  

the white neckline. Paint the 

red bits, missing the eye 

area. Lastly, when it’s dry, 

paint the eye in yellow with 

a black speck in the mid-

dle. Let it dry. Now you can 

take a breath.

Add glue to the case, 

along the bottom and up 

the sides and back slightly. 

Glue in greenery, moss, 

tiny twigs, bits of fungus 

from the twigs, dried fl ow-

ers, or anything woodland-

like, checking there is still 

room for the pheasant to 

lay fl at under the top clear 

cover. 

Whist it’s drying, glue 

Kevin in and add more of 

the greenery and bits in 

front to hide the lack of legs 

(I’m not that good).  

Let it dry completely 

before cutting out a piece 

of clear cover and gluing 

it on. 

We call all our visiting 

pheasants Kevin (no idea 

why) and their ladies we 

call Effa. You can guess why. V
isitors to this year’s Kensington Dollshouse 

Festival will be able to feast their eyes on a 

host of incredible miniatures in the annual 

Perfection in Miniature Awards (PIMA).

Sow organiser Charlotte Stokoe told us: “We are 

delighted to be hosting the PIMA 2021 once again 

at the KDF London Showcase. The competition is in 

association with Ahmed Al Thani, a regular visitor to 

our shows, who generously sponsors these awards. 

“Over the last six years, the PIMA have become 

an important part of our annual calendar. The aim 

of the competition is to encourage all the talented 

craftsmen who exhibit at our shows, to create some-

thing really special, something that pushes them to 

try new things and learn new skills, hence raising 

Miniaturists 
compete for 
big £10,000 
prize fund

Top: This St Leger gent’s working umbrella took the joint top 

prize in 2020.

Above: Nicola Mascall’s American needlework sampler was 

second.

Miniaturists 
compete for 
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B
ring a splash of colour to the 

kitchen table throughout the 

summer with a bowl of fresh 

fruit.

Step 1. Mix equal amounts of orange 

and Sunfl ower Yellow polymer clay 

then  roll into individual balls around 

7mm in diameter. However, remember 

that no two pieces of fruit are the same 

so slight variations in size adds to a re-

alistic appearance. Roll the balls across 

a small square of Velcro to create the 

look of the orange skin.

Step 2. Make a small hole in the top 

of each orange using a sewing pin or 

needle tool. Mix some Apple Green 

clay with Sunfl ower Yellow and brown 

to create a mossy forest green shade 

(mix plenty as you’ll need more of this) 

and add a small piece of the mixture to 

each hole.

Step 3. Mix white and Sunfl ower Yellow 

clay to make cream and add in a little 

of the Mossy Forest Green mixture 

from the previous step. Roll into indi-

vidual apples about 7mm in diameter. 

Make a hole in the top of each apple 

Create your own little
bowl of fresh fruit
A fresh bowl of fruit is the perfect addition to a kitchen table 

or a dresser. Just change the bowl to refl ect the season

BY SADIE BROWN

MINI MAKES

You will need
■ Polymer clay - white, 

translucent, Sunfl ower Yellow, 

orange, Apple Green, brown

■ Pastels - red, brown, green, 

Lemon Yellow

■ Burnt Umber acrylic paint

■ Small brushes

■ Craft knife

■ Ruler 

■ Sewing pin or needle tool

■ Small ball tool

■ Small square Velcro

■ Dried stem from long grass or 

twig

■ Gloss and matte varnish

translucent, Sunfl ower Yellow, 

the standard of this incredible art 

form even further. 

“The PIMA Showcase is a dis-

play of all the entries in the com-

petition and is now a highlight of 

our show and we have introduced 

the People’s Choice Award that 

is voted for by the visitors to the 

show.

“The prize fund for this com-

petition is now over £10 000, so 

it is a real boost to the makers 

who spend so much time creating 

these special miniatures for us.

“The 2020 entries were defi -

nitely the best yet and we cannot 

wait to see what our talented ex-

hibitors come up with this year.”

O The PIMA Showcase is dis-

played at Kensington Town Hall 

during the KDF London Showcase 

on Sept 17th and 18th, 2021. All 

visitors to the show will get a 

chance to vote for their favourite 

entries.

Top: Yosh Sagi’s Chippendale Settee 

shared fi rst place in 2020.

Above: Microdolls’ stumpwork casket 

with secret garden was third.
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with a pin/needle tool for the stalk and 

brush them all with red pastel, ensur-

ing areas of the green apple beneath 

remain visible.

Step 4. Use the ball end of a sewing 

pin or a small ball tool to press an 

indentation into the top of the apples 

surrounding the hole.

Step 5. Take some more of the mossy 

forest green clay mixture, this time 

rolling and shaping it into pear shapes 

similar in size to the oranges and 

apples. Make a hole in the top of the 

pears for the stalks before grating 

some brown pastel across your work 

surface or on a sheet of paper. Roll the 

pears across it to pick up individual 

specks. 

Step 6. Mix some Sunflower Yellow 

clay with white to create a bright 

shade for bananas. Roll and shape the 

clay into individual bananas measuring 

just under 2cm in length when curved. 

Brush a little brown and green pastel 

over the top part of the banana, where 

you hold it to pull the skin down. Add a 

very thin line of brown pastel running 

down the length of the banana skin.

Step 7. Mix translucent clay with 

grated green, Lemon Yellow and brown 

pastels to create the mixture for the 

grapes. Because this type of clay mix-

ture changes colour when it’s baked, 

it’s always a good idea to bake a small 

piece to ensure you’re happy with the 

shade. 

Once you are, roll lots of tiny indi-

vidual grapes of varying sizes.

Step 8. Build the individual grapes into 

a bunch, tapering them towards one 

end. Bake along with the rest of the 

fruit and allow everything to cool.

Step 9. Take a stem from a piece of 

long grass or very tiny twig and cut 

into individual stalks. Paint with Burnt 

Umber acrylic paint and after allowing 

to dry, coat with matte varnish.

Step 10. Once the stems have dried 

thoroughly, glue the stalks into the 

tops of the apples and pears. Coat the 

grapes and oranges with gloss varnish. 

The apples, pears and bananas should 

be coated with matte varnish. Once 

the varnish has dried thoroughly, pile 

the finished fruit into your favourite 

bowl. 

MINI MAKES
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W
hen I finished 

all the rooms in 

my doll’s house, 

I started making additional 

rooms in room boxes. I 

completed a workshop 

room box and a Christmas 

setting room box and was 

surprised at how much 

fun each individual project 

could be.

I bought another box 

kit at Michael’s Craft Shop, 

and after putting it together 

the search for just the right 

things to put in it began. 

My husband and I were 

blessed to have 10 grand-

children. We kept a room for 

them with a baby bed set 

up at all times, just in case 

we had an unexpected little 

visitor, so I thought the idea 

of furnishing a nursery room 

box would be fun. 

For years I had kept the 

wooden baby bed that I had 

slept in as a baby. When our 

first grandchild was on the 

way, we brought it down, 

gave it a new paint job, and 

fixed a special place for it 

at our house. Consequently, 

when I started the nursery 

room box, the cot was the 

first thing I looked for. Since 

I also had kept my own orig-

inal high chair and used it 

for my grandchildren, I was 

thrilled to find a bed and 

old-fashioned wooden high 

chair at Through the Key-

hole in Dallas, Texas, very 

much like my original ones. 

The other pieces of furniture 

I found at a Michael’s Craft 

Shop. 

Beatrix Potter’s stories 

were favourites of mine and 

the rest of our family as well, 

so it was exciting when I 

found the Peter Rabbit wall-

paper in Dallas at Through 

the Keyhole. I also found the 

coordinating pictures there. 

The decals on the furniture 

are rabbits cut out of the 

wallpaper and glued on. The 

wall-to-wall carpet is a scrap 

of velvet out of my sewing 

box. The throw rug was a 

gift from a friend. 

After I started each of my 

room boxes my children and 

even some of my grandchil-

dren would be on the look-

out for anything they thought 

I might use. They live from 

the east coast to the west 

coast, and every time I went 

for a visit they would have 

located another miniature 

shop to take me to. On a 

trip to visit my son and his 

wife in Virginia I found the 

little quilt on the bed and 

the cushion on the rocking 

chair. They were handmade 

by the owner of the shop. 

The Bible and baby scales 

sitting on the wardrobe were 

gifts from family members 

as well as some of the toys. 

It was such a blessing for 

me to furnish this room box, 

because it reminded me of 

times that my grandchildren 

were nursery age. It brought 

back many cherished mem-

ories of when they came 

to visit “Grandmother and 

Granddaddy Holder” and 

the fun we had together.

A WEE LITTLE NURSERY
Rhe Holder created a little nursery in honour of the ten grandchildren 

that enjoy coming to visit her at her home

BY RHE HOLDER

SMALL ACCOMPLISHMENTS
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#rowse throuHh our classifi ed adWerts to discoWer little comQanies Zou�ll loWe.
5o adWertise in 4mall "ds call .aria on 07730 622416 or email maria@ashdown.co.uk

Doll’s house kits, furniture, wallpapers 
and accessories to suit all tastes and 

period styles.

Take a look at our new web site
www.craftyhobbies.co.uk

54 Cavendish Street, Barrow-in-Furness, 
LA14 1PZ. Tel: 01229 820759 

Email: johnhambler@btinternet.com

Massive stocks of houses and shops 

ready built or kit. 

Furniture accessories carpets 

food curtains electrics 

DIY restoring building & decorating.

Electrifying a speciality! Colour catalogue £3.95.

Car park and tea room. 

Open: Tues - Sat 10.00 - 4.00pm

31 Copheap Lane, Warminster, BA12 0BG

Tel: 01985 846797

E: sales@margaretsminiatures.co.uk 

www.margaretsminiatures.co.uk

Margaret’s Miniatures
Dolls House Shop in the Heart of Wiltshire

Huge range of quality accessories in stock

!
!
!

!!
S u e  C o o k  M i n i a t u r e s 	

    Sue Dubowi                 Interior and exterior  
	          Architectural components	
	 Worldwide mail-order

Item code PF33 LGA!
NEW      ARCHITECTURAL SALVAGE  !
! Take a look around the ‘yard’ !
! for ex-display, seconds !
! and ONE OFF items !!

w w w. s u e c o o k m i n i a t u r e s . c o m !
+44  01822 834092  Cornwall. UK

Exquisite, hand-crafted

miniatures, lovingly created

from the highest quality

materials for the

discerning collector.

Commissions undertaken.

E: nettynoodles@hotmail.com

T: 01746 762532

www.panminiatures.com

UNIQUE, ONE-OFFS FROM

PAN MINIATURES

Ladies Mile

Miniatures
Flower Kits 12th & 24th 

Plants, Trees, Topiary, Furniture, 

Books, Accessories
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Fast Mail Order

Tel: 01565 651 878

Email: artesaniartlittle@gmail.com

ArtLittleMiniatures.etsy.com

Art Little 

Unusual handmade dollshouse 
miniatures with a vintage touch.

Forge beds, shabby chic 1:12 scale. 

MINIATURES

Blue Diamond (Hereford) 

Garden Centre, 

Kings Acre Road

Hereford 

HR4 0SE

Tel: 01432 379095

www.thepedlarstrayltd.co.uk

Quality hand crafted miniatures 

for the collector and 

dollshouse enthusiast.

7 days a week 10am - 5pm

The Pedlars Tray Ltd

ArtyCrafty
Family business stocking 1/12th 

miniatures including Streets Ahead, 
Wonham Collection, Dollshouse 

Emporium plus unusual items 
imported direct. 

The local arts & crafts shop for all 
types of hobbies. 

See website for opening hours 
& online shop.

www.artycraftysupplies.co.uk
5 Market Court, Market Square, 
Crewkerne, Somerset TA18 7LE. 

Tel: 01460 78 574
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BUY DIRECT
www.delphminiatures.co.uk

E-mail: info@delphminiatures.co.uk
 Tel: 01274 882391

DELPH MINIATURES
U.K. Makers and Retailers of 1/12th Modern Miniatures Since 1991Magic Minis

1:12, 1:16 and 1:24 scale 

www.welshminiature.com
Etsy: Welshminiature

T: 01874 711748 

Visit: Pedlars Tray, Blue Diamond 

Garden Centre, Hereford.

E: Burton.rosie@gmail.com

      SMALL ADSSMALL ADS

dollhouse miniatures handcrafted 

Sandra’s 
Dolls House

Leek Buttermarket, Leek.

Miniatures
collectables and gifts.

Open Wed, Fri, Sat.

Give your miniature business a head start by promoting it 
on our new community website dollshouse.live

Exciting opportunities available.

Contact Maria on +44 (0) 7730 622416 or email: maria@ashdown.co.uk

ORDER BACK ISSUES OF 
DOLLS HOUSE WORLD

www.dollshouseworld.com//issues

All individually designed and beautifully furnished

Including a butcher, a sweet shop, a decorators, a haberdashery, 
an antiques shop, a greengrocers, a florist, a perfumery, 

a hat shop and a pet shop.

Each one is full with miniature items, to tell their own story.

DOLLS HOUSES, SHOPS AND 
ROOM BOXES FOR SALE

Will sell separately.
Buyer collects (Warwickshire area)
Any reasonable offer considered.

Photographs are available on request.

Please telephone for more information: 01926 887396 or
Email: deliabutton@gmail.com

With incredible attention to 

detail and scale.

Including balustrades, wood 

panelling and furniture, all 

made with precision and care.

(See feature on page 8)

DOLLS HOUSE FOR SALE

Price on application

Email: tim_milla@btinternet.com

Tel: 07780 705 711

With incredible attention to 

Including balustrades, wood 

panelling and furniture, all 

made with precision and care.

DOLLS HOUSE FOR SALE

(See feature on page 8)
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https://dollshousestore.com
Tel: 077965 96767

Email lorraine@dollshousestore.com

&
Lorraine Miniatures

The Craft Pack
Company

Lundby Swedish Doll 
House Est. 1945

Offi cial UK Stockist

Full range of houses, extensions and accessories 
available in store and online at 

railsofsheffi eld.com/lundby

Store Address: 21-29 Chesterfi eld Road, Sheffi eld, South Yorkshire, S8 0RL
Tel: 0114 2551436  email: info@railsofsheffi eld.com

Tudor Rose Miniatures
SHOP OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK

CLOSED MONDAYS
    www.facebook.com/dollshousenorfolk

Bluebell Square, Bawdeswell Garden Centre, Bawdeswell, Norfolk 

NR20 4RZ. 01362 688669 Email: dames336@gmail.com

Shop open 6 days a week. Closed Mondays

www.tudorroseminiaturesonline.com

Huge range of exclusive miniatures 

+++ many exclusive one-off 

houses/projects

STAMP INSURANCE SERVICES

LET US INSURE YOUR

COLLECTION

Replacement value, All Risks , No Excess

£35 p.a. PLUS ipt for £5,000 cover

Schemes for Clubs and Dealers available

contact us for a quotation

CGI Services Ltd

29 Bowhay Lane EXETER EX4 1PE 

mail@stampinsurance.co.uk   tel 01392 433 949 

Authorised & Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority  No.300573

We carry a substantial stock; everything from animals, 
gardens, bicycles to bathrooms. Also a good selection 

of dolls houses and much more. 

Due to ongoing social distancing requirements we are 
OPEN MONDAY TO SUNDAY BY APPOINTMENT

Please call 07811 115020

27 Main Road, Weaverthorpe, North Yorkshire YO17 8EY. eBay site: W27DHM

www.weaverthorpe-miniatures.co.uk

Criss Cross 
Miniatures

1/12th scale hand-stitched, framed pictures and screens.

Hand-crafted Period and leather-upholstered furniture.

Email: cc.m@outlook.com • www.crisscrossminiatures.webeden.co.uk

Criss Cross 
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WE CHAT WITH AMANDA KENNEDY ABOUT HER DOLL MAKING

SMALL     TALKLL     

O We want to feature more readers in Small Talk and we would love to hear about your life in minis and your passion 

for making or collecting, or both. Just send a quick email to richard@ashdown.co.uk to express an interest.

Hi Amanda, when did you start mak-

ing minis? I got into doll’s houses in 

about 2006. I found the hobby quite 

expensive so I thought I’d try making 

a few things. I’ve worked with various 

materials from card to wood to clay and 

many more.

And it was clay you got on best with?

Yes, I started small on fruit, vegetables, 

bread etc.  Then I turned my hand to 

sculpting dolls. Initially they all resem-

bled something from a horror show gone 

wrong. 

But you improved? I persevered and 

now my dolls have started to resemble 

mini people. I don’t do pretty dolls such 

as. I like the lived-in look with wrinkles, 

warts and all. I don’t use any moulds and 

have changed the way I make the dolls 

over the years, which have only seen 

improvements.  As I’ve progressed 

over the last few years family and 

mini friends have asked me to make 

dolls for them.

That must have been a confi dence 

boost? Yes. I’ve also made many as 

presents. And, of course, as presents for 

myself as I have several doll’s houses on 

the go at the moment. I also have dolls 

that get acquisitioned as my mum also 

has several doll’s houses… and I can’t 

say no to my mum, even at my age!

Of course you can’t. But you’ve also 

been asked to make lookalikes we 

hear? Some friends sent photos of their 

loved ones and asked me to create a 

mini version. I enjoy doing these per-

sonal  dolls so much as it’s really close 

to my friends’ hearts. The man in the 

orange shirt and the white-haired man 

looking up to the sky are mini loved 

ones. Some of them have travelled 

across the world.  

And those friends give you lots of 

feedback? The miniature world may 

be big but it’s also a close world. Many 

mini friends over the years have 

sent me doll making materials 

from hair to material to buttons… 

all gratefully received. Many mini 

friends have encouraged me to 

persevere and some are also my 

greatest critics.



Subscribe to Dolls House World today and claim your special gift

www.dollshouseworld.com

ONE YEAR MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION: £69.99 (12 issues).

Overseas prices will be amended to local currency.

Gift offer applies to new annual subscribers only. Magazine subscriptions renew annually at the best rate. Prices/gifts subject to change.

Your subscription is very important to us. That’s 
why we handle all subscriptions ourselves.

Weddingshop
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 dollshouseworld.com

DOLlSHOUSE
                   £5.99     OCTOBER 2020 ■ ISSUE 336

ORLD’S BEST-SELLING MINIATURES MAGAZINE

WE’RE FULLOF GREATPROJECTS

he shed spectacular

100 PAGES! FREE SHEET OF WALLPAPER

WE’RE PACKEDWITH PROJECTSFOR YOU TO MAKE

W
O
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LD

WORLD’S BEST-SELLING MINIATURES MAGAZINE

DOLlSHOUSE

& EASYMAKES

Make a boxof toy bricks

Houses & shops
you will love

FREECUTOUTS WINA JUMPER

American Miniaturist 85

Snippets

American Miniaturist 85

Snippets

Works of art to frame and hang in your project.

1:12 Music book.

Place mats, wine labels, antique photographs, and Victorian art.

100 PAGES!

She shed spe

   dollshouseworld.com 

Full ofsparklingprojects& ideas

QUICK& EASYMAKES

room boxes

houses

shops

   PACKED FULL OF

 MINI INSPIRATION

W
O
R
LDWORLD’S BEST-SELLING MINIATURES MAGAZINE

£5.99                      

FREEwallpaper
   We’re full of projects:+ Scene in a book+ Sewing album+ Pull-along toy+ Mini letters

DOLlSHOUSE

Beautiful houses,rooms and shopsfull of inspiration

Jill  m a k e s 
shabby chic
look easy

W
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WORLD’S BEST-SELLING MINIATURES MAGAZINE

                  £5.99                          

   dollshouseworld.com 

DOLlSHOUSE
■ Issue 339

    
EXCLUSIVE WALLPAPER
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DOLlSHOUSE

FREE  

      World’s best selling               miniatures magazine
   dollshouseworld.com 

                 Issue 340
                     £5.99                             

     HOUSE

LITTLE
DOLLS
 YOU’LL
  LOVE

   WE’RE PACKED  WITH PROJECTS & IDEAS FOR YOU 

    EXCLUSIVE 
FLOORING

7 KITS TOBE WON
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DOLlSHOUSE

FREE  

WIN  

      World’s best selling miniatures magazine

   dollshouseworld.com 

                 Issue 341
                     £5.99                                     

MAKE A SUITCASE

..AND LOTS MORE

  MINI PROJECTS

QUICK& EASYMAKES

FREE silver coffee set 
when you subscribe

FREE GIFT The free gift only includes the silver coffee service and tray, not any accessories seen in the photos.

Beautifully boxed
Your free gift will come beautifully 

wrapped in a gorgeous box. We’ll 

also include a complimentary back 

issue of the magazine (UK only) for 

you to enjoy while you’re waiting for 

your fi rst issue to arrive. Plus we’ll 

include some special discount vouch-

ers and offers from our partners that 

are exclusive to subscribers.

Stay happy in your hobby at home and have every issue of 

Dolls House World delivered safely to your door.

When you subscribe this month we’ll send you one of our 

fabulous NEW free gifts... a beautiful silver coffee set.

Plus, we’ll give you a year’s subscription to our digital library, 

with a wealth of back issues, completely free.

Not only that, you’ll have access to all the programmes on our 

online TV channel dollshouse.tv

There’s never been a better time to subscribe. So order easily online 

at dollshouseworld.com and we’ll send you your wonderful free gift. 

Or call us on +44 (0) 1903 884988. 



Shop in store, or order by phone, mail & online

• Houses & kits • Furniture • Dolls • DIY & Tools • Papers

• Electrics • Carpets • Accessories • New LED Lighting

LOUISE BOBCHRIS

www.dollshousemania.co.uk
29 Park Lane, Cradley, Halesowen, B63 2QY
Open: Tues - Sat 10am - 3pm

Tel: 01384 638833  
email: sales@dollshousemania.co.uk

If you are not on the internet, for the 
personal touch call us or post your order

£7.90 

INC P&P. 

Includes a promotion 

code for 10% off 

next order

Dolls Houses & 
Miniature Accessories

Check website for latest offers

Streets Ahead

Jia-Yi
Reutter Porcelain 

Miniatures

Dolls House 
Emporium

100’s of 
dolls houses 

in stock!

Loyalty scheme in store

Large 

store w
ith over 

12,000 products


