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“where little things matter’ 4t}

welcome

Autumn’s here and, to

. paraphrase Keats: ““tis the

[ season of minis and twelfth
scale fruitfulness.”

As the evenings draw in it's the perfect
time to settle inside and get on with those
houses and room boxes, and we've a wide
variety of miniatures to inspire you.

We're hearing a lot about homes made
of foam board, and Sandra Harding has
come across another one full of beauti-
ful colours and interesting scenes. We've
more of these fun creations on the way.

We drop in on a busy bakery, and
have a few recipes of our own for you to
try. Squidgy brownies anyone? And with
Halloween around the corner we've got
haunted houses and spooky makes too.

There’s less spook and more sparkle
in an elegant jewellery store based on a
young couple with their engagement ring,
although neither appear in the shop.

You'll find a complete contrast in the
more crowded scene in Deb Dintaman's
house where 58 dolls are gathered for a
party, complete with bubbling hot tub.

We chat with Kristina Golightly about
the workspace where she creates her
beautiful pieces. Sadly we weren't able
to visit (as she’s moved back to Australia)
but it was fascinating to learn how she fell
in love with miniatures during a 12-year
stint in London, and regular visits to the
Kensington Festival.

Difficult to know how could anybody
not fall in love with miniatures after a Fes-
tival trip? We preview the show this issue
and showcase some of the talented mak-
ers who will be appearing. A visit would

be fruitful.
—

PS: Tloved Kristina Golightly’s wonder
ful screen, and cheekily suggested run-
ning it on our Cutouts page so everyone
could have a version in their house. Gen-
erously, she agreed. Get out the scissors
— you're going to love it.

email: richard@ashdown.co.uk
Follow me on Instagram @dollshouseworld

s www.dollshouseworld.com
dollshouseworld

n dollshouseworldmagazine

55 Mini Makes 69 Quick and Easy

Add a cosy cardigan to your mini Cut out a picture and then create the
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56 Mini Makes YO Novel Ideas
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themed pillow and throw Bram Stoker’s classic novel
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— Quote of the month; s,
ast 1ssue 1t
appeared on
page 32.

The month of November makes
me feel that life is passing more
quickly. In an effort to slow it
down, I try to fill the hours more
meaningfully.

Henry Rollins

Caring for the environment: Here at Dolls House World we're as concerned about the environment as you are. We're doing everything
we can to ensure the magazine is produced in the most eco friendly way possible.

Our magazine is printed using vegetable-based inks on an environmentally responsible paper, which is certified by the prestigious
FSC® (Forest Stewardship Council, the not-for-profit organisation dedicated to the promotion of responsible forest management
worldwide. Our paper also carries the internationally recognised EU Eco-label.

Our local printers, Gemini Print, are just a few miles from the DHW offices. They are one of the leading eco friendly printers in the UK,
with both FSC® and ISO 14001 certification. They are backed by a series of environmental credentials that allow them to work under
the “Green Printing Label”. Our printers are also a sponsor of the Woodland Trust - the UK’s leading woodland conservation charity.
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Step into a room box that stages a delightful fantasy...
a young couple visit the store wanting to combine their
engagement ring with their grandmother’s ring

BY DERT TERRY

twelfth inch scale jewellery

store, designed to house a

growing collection of miniature

jewellery, is the fulfilment of a
longtime goal. The timing coincided
with the celebration of my daughter’s
fifth wedding anniversary, inspiring the
story and influencing select choices of
jewellery.

Designing a box and designating it a
store or shop geared toward a specific
collection, whether jewellery, hats,
silver, crystal, shoes or handbags, is an
ideal solution to contain a collection.
Once finished, items may be added
over time.

[ purchased the Empress room box,
made by Alex Zohar of Canada. This

4 DOLLS HOUSE WORLD

ensured my starting with a realistic,
well-built store, and freed me to con-
centrate on making a large part of the
jewellery, displays, and furniture for the
scene.

The concept is an imagined, mod-
ern day shop, in an older building
whose architecture evokes a feeling of
tradition and provenance. The interior
showroom contains built-in shelves,
and a number of high-end display
cases filled with beautiful, tiny, spar-
Kling jewellery.

The story unfolds as a young,
recently engaged couple, Brittany
and Joey, bring her new engage-
ment ring to the store, along with his
grandmother’s ring set, to have them

combined, into a custom wedding ring.
Brittany, also has brought her grand-
mothers’ pearl necklace (seen in the
vintage blue box on the desk), to have
it inspected by the jeweller, before

she wears it on her special day, as her
“something old.”

Well-placed objects convey impor-
tant information about the scenario.
One of the French doors is open slight-
ly, and the studio/workshop scene that
[ printed and hung outside the doors
can be seen beyond the embroidered
“Private” sign hanging on the knob, in-
dicating the couple has been escorted
to the jewellers’ bench, to discuss ring
designs.

The store is not yet open, so the
jewellery left on the desk is secure,
and it is implied the couple will return
shortly, as she has left her iPhone be-
hind on the chair.

The proprietors’ desk displays his
personal items: a phone, pen, tape
dispenser, a set of keys to the jewel-
lery cases. Reading glasses hint he
is probably at least middle-aged. His
coffee contributes to the early morn-
ing atmosphere; the fact it is in a china
cup and saucer indicate he is a refined
gentleman.

The newly engaged couple likely
are young and stylish, hence his coal,
aviator sunglasses rest in front of his
chair, as well as her designer handbag
and cell phone in a glittery, silver case.
Viewed from above, the contents of
her purse are visible: a bottle of water;



Many clues about the shop keeper and customers are scattered throughout this scene.
Amazingly small watches are lined up in the display.

DOLLS HOUSE WORLD 5



acrylic units.

hand wipes; lipstick; a tear-stained,
crumpled tissue (temaining from the
emotional proposal); and the latest
copy of a bridal magazine. There is an
engagement ring in a little blue box,
and wedding rings on the black velvet
display mat. The pearls in their vintage
box complete the vignette of a couple
planning a wedding.

The shop is furnished as if pieces
were accumulated over a long period
of time, this being a third generation
business. There are antique pieces
combined with modern acrylic units.
Most of the ‘antique’ furniture pieces
came as unfinished kits from Alison
Davies. The matching commodes are
painted black, and the ornamentation
gilded with a gold pen.

I marbleised the tops in the same
technique used for full-scale pieces,

6 DOLLS HOUSE WORLD

There are antique pieces
combined with modern
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using tiny brushes and sponges. I gave
the top a leather effect, using layers of
dark and clear waxes, made for chalk
painting.

The three French chairs, created
on a 3-D printer by Alison Davies, are
scaled down from real French antiques.
The twin walnut display cases are Be-
spag, as well as the mirrored shelf unit
fitted between them. One shelf holds
“heirloom” baby items, a silver basket
and jewellery items. The frosted glass
bowls trimmed with cobalt are hand-
blown by Phil Grenyer.

The vignette holds pieces crafted
by some of the most talented miniature
artisans; I also wanted to try making
my own tiny jewellery in the style of
David Yurman, mixing gold and silver,
combining twisted rope designs with
signature end caps. A number of silver



Deri made the toggles in these
displays.
The room box boutique.

and gold jewellery findings were se-
lected, such as toggles and jump rings,
as well as pearls and rhinestones (sold
for scrapbooking projects), which I set
to work cutting, shaping; and gluing.

The bracelet display stands, one for
each wall display, hang atop the match-
ing chests. Each stand is fashioned
from a toggle clasp, a toothpick, and
a small silver bead. The bracelets are
various silver and gold jump rings.

The straight bar from a toggle clasp
becomes the hanging rod, attached
over a segment of painted toothpick,
anchored into a silver bead serving
as the base. The toggles also are used
as chokers, jewellery components,
bracelet display stands, logo card
holders, and as hangers for the Aubus-
son tapestries at the windows.

The bracelet displays are part of
three components forming twin, wall-
hung displays, created from the bottom
section of acrylic boxes with gilt top
edges. Skin-toned mannequins are

painted black, to coordinate with busts
throughout the store. The earrings, at-
tached by the glue stick ‘acrylic bases,
complete the design.

The front entrance of the store 1s
Imagined, as there is only Plexiglas.
The wide facade frames a panorama of
the entire shop. The display windows
were a challenge; they are narrow, and
the individual panes block a clear view,
but are not removable. After assessing
the mullions, I decided the panes are
appropriate for an old store building in
the same location for three generations.

[ found inspiration in the New York
City windows of Tiffany & Co., styled a
few years ago as a Winter Wonderland
in shades of blue and white. The back-
drops are framed sections of Christ-
mas cards depicting snow scenes,
combined with white plastic deer from
the craft store, cotton ‘snow’, and clear
fairy lights. Lettering for the window
displays and signs in the store interior
is marketed for scrapbooking projects.
After installing the jewellery displays,
the window sills were dusted with
artificial snow. The cylinders used to
showcase the jewellery boxes are cut

segments of small glue sticks, sprin-
kled throughout the store to house ear
rings and bracelets. When cut on an
angle they look like the acrylic risers
used In actual stores,

There are incredible miniature
artisans creating jewellery emulating
their full-sized counterparts. My most
prized pieces are from three artists:
Lori Ann Potts, Chanel Harmon, and
Sun Lemmens.

Quartz crystal specimens, sold as
real-sized charms, make pleasing
display props inside the walnut and
glass cases, and on either side of the
mantle framing the sign, “Marry Me”
The crystal chandelier and brass desk
lamp are battery operated LED lights.

The end result is a culmination of
everything I had envisioned. The vari-
ation of jewellery styles, combining
metals and multi-coloured stones as
well as realistic merchandising, adds
a depth of realism, evoking the awe of
stepping into an actual jewellery store.
The viewers are invited to indulge a
dream. Who wouldn't want an entire
jewellery store at their fingertips? It is
certainly a delightful fantasy!

DOLLS HOUSE WORLD 7
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Ashley Sanson makes miniature felt animals that are perfect for a fun autumn scene

space in her very old

basement, self-taught
artist, Ashley Sanson, makes
miniature needle-felted
animal characters, foods, and
many other tiny items.

Her latest creation, After
All Fall Market, featuring the
Von-Oink Family, is an amus-
Ing vignette combining cute
little pigs with ambience of
the fall season. "I love the
Beatrix Potter-like quality of
animals in human situations
and with human manner
isms,” Ashley explained. “'1
really love autumn, and I had
the idea of creating a little fall
scene with a quaint market
and miniature characters.”

The piece almost entirely
was made by hand. Ashley’s
husband made the diorama
box for her, after which she
painted in the background,
and fashioned the trees and
brick walk. She also made
the pumpkins and other
vegetable items, and the
vegetable stand. The bas-
kets, table, and cash register
had been purchased previ-
ously over the years.

]: n a nice little studio

8 DOLLS HOUSE WORLD

BY PAMNORTH

Materials used for the
scene itself were wood, Pa-
per Clay, polymer clay, and
acrylic paint. The amusing
piglets were needle-felted, a
technique using wool roving
that is wrapped and sculpt-
ed around a wire armature,
then hand-painted with ac-
cents of glass beads added.
Each of the pigs took several
hours to complete.

The most difficult part of
the scene for her was the
trees, as she explained, “T've
been at this for a while, but
this was my first time mak-
Ing miniature trees, and they
were very tedious!” Her
perseverance proved suc-
cessful, however, as the final
plece turned out exactly
as she had envisioned. Her
favourite part of the piece
was the little pigs. “They
were the most fun to create,”
she said, "Their little faces
just came to me as I was
brain-storming, and they just
melted my heart!”

Ashley does not plan to
sell the piece, preferring to
keep it for display. Making
miniatures is a joy for her.

"I think that the escapism is
the most alluring part; be-
ing able to create your own
world or realm where there
is a story all its own 1s awe-
some. It’s the closest thing to
magic that we can create all
on our own.”

As for what's next for her
and her creations, she plans
to create a line of minis to
offer for sale online and
she'’s working on a collec-

tion of art dolls with Hallow-
een and Christmas themes.
“My hope is to spread my
love of tiny things as far into
the world as possible. 'm
thrilled to be able to share
my creations with other
enthusiasts, and [ hope to in-
spire others to take a chance
and try a new skill. You'll
never know what you can do
if you don't try!”
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22nd September
WESTON-SUPER-MARE
Royal Hotel,
Knightstone Road,
Weston-Super-Mare, BS23 2AH

27th October
LYNDHURST
Community Centre,
Main Car Park, Lyndhurst,
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and pre-built.

Our range includes Airfix, a full range of Crafts, Mould All fairs run from 10am to 4pm

Making and Casting, a huge range of Tools, Boats and
Ship models, Hobby books, Glues, Building Plans and a WENDY’S WORLD axi
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THE MODELMAKER’S YEARBOOK

Here at Micro Miniatures, we specialise in 1/12 scale dolls house accessories.
Our range includes dolls house furniture and lights for all rooms along with many individual items.

Our new MK-005, 8 channel remote control dolls house lighting
controller is probably the most advanced and versatile available,

and can be expanded for up to 24 channels. The remote unit has

8 independent outputs, which are fully controllable using an IR
remote control handset. Each output is capable of powering up to
60 bulbs and can be programmed in any one of five different modes;

Mode 1. Standard Light
Mode 2. Simulated Candle
Mode 3. Simulated Fire
Mode 4. Flashing

Mode 5. Control Output

L ‘ ‘\_‘
For more information, see our website www.microminiatures.co.uk -
Telephone: +44 (0) 1493 753283 or email sales@microminiatures.co.uk
Our sales and customer service team are available to answer your call between 9am and 5pm, UK time.
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WE CHAT WITH KRISTINA TRUTER - GOLIGHTLY OF GOLLGHTLY MINIATURES

Hi Kristina. Lovely to talk to you.
When did you start making minia-
tures? Just over two years ago when [
was pregnant with my first daughter.
had just moved back to Australia after
12 years in London and it was the first
time in a long time that I had some
spare space and time up my sleeve.

What inspired you to take up mak-
ing? While I was living in London [
went to the Kensington Dollshouse
Festival every year and dreamt about
having my own doll’'s house but [ seri-
ously lacked space in my East London
flat. The week I moved back to Austral-
la I was In an antique shop in my home
town and found the Flora Gill Jacobs
doll's house book — it inspired me

to finally take the plunge into my own
miniature world. The first thing I ever
made were miniature books, Breakfast
at Tiffanys and The Bell Jar. I still love
making books.

Where do you work [t depends on
what I am doing but most of my work
at the moment is done at my dining
table. My husband and [ bought our
first house recently and only moved in

eight weeks ago. We are busy doing
renovations, painting, gardening and I
still have boxes that haven't been un-
packed or even looked at in a decade
or more. The boxes are taking up pre-
cious miniature building real estate in
my garage; I just don't have the time to
tackle them at the moment.

Do you always make your minis in
the same place? The decorating and
small work [ always do at the table.
However, the large pieces are made in
the garage. [ also do all of my scenes
and photos for Etsy and Instagram in
the guest bedroom where my doll's
house is set up.

Do you work at regular times? I
would love to have more set times.
However, my little people don't really
allow for that. I just catch miniature
making minutes whenever I can.

What makes your space for mini
making so special? The fact that it is
anew space that is all my own. I am
very much in love with my house —
I'm in the midst of a new homeowner's
honeymoon phase. I also love that my
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creature comforts are never too
far away.

Do you let people into your
workspace? If they are coming
to help, the more the merrier. My
husband does a lot of miniature
work; he does most of the big
building, the electrics and all of
the soldering of our metal work.
My 16-year-old sister has also
become a budding miniaturist;
the dressed mannequins she
makes [ absolutely adore.

Do you listen to music or the
radio while you work? If [ am
lucky enough to get to do min-
latures during the day while my
munchkins are napping I normally listen to French
music on Spotify. It's a playlist that is all female artists —
Francoise Hardy, Claudine Longet, Jane Birkin, Bridget
Bardot. But most of the time [ do my miniature work in
the evenings and [ watch Antiques Roadshow — a tra-
dition I have carried on after living in the UK. I actually
think they show more episodes of Antiques Roadshow
in a week in Australia than they do in England.

Name one thing that is banned from your work-
space. My daughter Luella. She loves miniatures,
which is amazing, but she is too young to be involved
in the creative process at the moment. It will be amaz-
Ing to be able to create simultaneously side by side
with my girls but I think we are quite a few years off of
that.

“THERE 1S NOTHING WORSE TH BY UNNOTICE

AN'SOMUCH TIME PASSING MEBY

Above: Kristina has just finished this
beautiful screen. She’s generously
agreed to have it reproduced on our
Cutouts page, so you can have a
replica in your house. If you'd prefer
the original (and who wouldn’t?) get in
touch with Kristina.

+59%f, Describe your workspace in
A %ﬁ five words. Where all the fun
happens

What is the one thing that your
workspace can’t be missing?
TEA... is essential. Tea is a great
accompaniment for all tasks, per-
fect for both creative work and
tedious work. There is nothing
worse than so much time pass-
Ing me by unnoticed that when I go to take a sip of my
well-earned tea it’s stone cold.

Where would be your dream workspace? [ remem-
ber seeing a store front for rent in a gorgeous histori-
cal town that is near where I live. It was a real fairytale
building that was covered in ivy and had a watermill. I
thought what a magical place to have a store. It's quite
corny but honestly at this moment in my life [ really
love being at home with my babies and creating with
my husband, it's pretty much the dream. I feel very
lucky in life.

e GolightlyMiniatures.etsy.com
www.instagram.com/golightly_miniatures/
Email: golightly miniatures@gmail.com

ED THAT WHEN TGO TO TAKE A SIP OF MY WELL-EARNED TEATT'S STONECOLD.”



General store was Inspired

2y 0USE PROUD

py The Waltons TV series

Barbara always thought it would be fun to grow up in
a general store from the 1940s — no surprise then

that she’s built one in miniature

B BARBARA LATIKD

" didn't get my first house until about
12 years ago. It belonged to an old-
er woman and sadly no one in her
family wanted it. So they donated it

to the preschool in the building where
[ worked. It was the Victorian Beacon
Hill: not appropriate for preschoolers
at all.

So I made a donation to the pre-
school and it became mine. The
outside was orange and the inside was
not finished. I redid the outside and
wired and completed the inside. I had
never done anything like this so it was
a learning experience. I really enjoyed
the process of having an idea and
making it happen. I really liked hunt-
ing for an item and then finally finding
it. I have since built a log cabin, and a
colonial. The colonial also received an
addition. That one is my granddaugh-
ter Ava’s. She loves mine and really
enjoys working in hers. The log cabin
was given to a child in need for Christ-
mas.

When I was working on my Beacon
Hill, and hunting for goodies, I came
upon an older plan book for a general
store. [ bought it before [ was even
finished with the Victorian, knowing [
had to build it. My husband, Curtis and
[ built it together about six years ago.
We made alterations as we went along.

The plans called for a hinged roof
to give access to the top two rooms.

[ wanted those open like the first and
second floor, so we changed it. There
wasn't a door on the second floor, but

12 DOLLS HOUSE WORLD

it made sense to me to have access to
a balcony. Once the frame was built the
rest was up to me. I laid all three floors
of flooring %" strip at a time. Some of
the walls are covered in wallpaper that
[ printed — for others [ used scrap-
booking paper. I have built a cabinet
for the kitchen, made napkins, curtains,
newspapers, books, bedding, candy
jars, perfume bottles, food, and the toy
display table in the store.

On the outside, we did all the siding
and lattice work from scratch, made
the steps, railings, general merchan-
dise sign and landscaping. A challenge
was the front door to the store. I found
the second floor door at an out of the

way shop but [ could not find a second.
[ searched for a couple of years and
finally decided we needed to make
one. I am very pleased with how it
turned out. I have also purchased
items from many places, like London,
Italy, Greece as well as the United
States. I find things in flea markets and
antique shops.

I grew up watching Little House on
The Prairie and The Waltons televi-
sion shows. They both had these great
general stores. When [ was a kid I
thought it would be fun to grow up in

Eeu:}
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one so it's no surprise that I came to
build one. I was going for the 1940’s
era store, the Waltons time period. [
even have a photo of Ike and Corabeth
Godsey hanging in the store; they were
the store owners in the Waltons show.

I change the outside of my Victorian,
Ava’s Colonial, and the General Store
according to the seasons. So I need
Santas for all three. That led to my cur-
rent project.

I am building the Diana House
which will be Santa’s Workshop. I
have completed the outside and I am
thrilled with how it is coming along. My
vision for this is to be an “old world”
Santa’s Workshop. I am going to learn
how to do stained glass windows for
this one.

[ have become very passionate
about my houses and I find working on
them is so peaceful and relaxing.



Dolly’s Daydreams Events

SUNDAY 13 OCTOBER - 22ND YEAR!
The Mill Arts & Events Centre
Bellingham Lane, of f High Street
RAYLEIGH SS6 7ED (of f A127)
SUNDAY 20 OCTOBER - 32ND YEAR!
Knights Hill Hotel & Spa, South Wootton
NEAR KING'S LYNN PE30 3HQ
(A148/A149 Junction)

SUNDAY 27 OCTOBER - 4TH YEAR!
The Cedric Ford Pavilion, Newark Showground
Lincoln Road, NEWARK NG24 2NY (A46/A1)
SATURDAY 23 NOVEMBER - 16TH YEAR!
The Assembly Rooms, High Street
DEDHAM CO7 6DE (just of A12)
SUNDAY 1 DECEMBER - 20TH YEAR!

Holiday Inn Basildon, Festival Leisure Park
BASILDON 5514 3DG (of f A127)
Ample free parking on site - just register
your car details at Hotel Reception on arrivall
All fairs open 10.30am to 4pm.
NEW EXHIBITORS ALWAYS WELCOME!

Dolly’s Daydreams

01945 870160/07860 517048
www.dollysdaydreams.com
www.facebook.com/dollysdaydreams

Craft Village & Butterfly World

StudleyGrange

Just off the M4 @ junction 16

3 good reasons to visit Studley Grange Dollshouse Workshop...

* Earn up to 10% discount with our new loyalty scheme
* And we are now twice as big so there is more to choose from!

Including an exclusive new range of hand-made fruit and vegetables and hand-knitted clothes, unique

dressed furniture made in our own workshop, adding to our existing collection, fine furniture, carpets,
lighting and a huge range of wallpapers

* Dolls houses in kit form or fully built — 24 different stock styles
* Full range of electrical equipment

STOCKISTS OF THE FOLLOWING SUPPLIERS:
¢ Dolls House Workshop Houses
* Heidi Ott quality miniatures
o Little Trimmings Haberdashery

¢ Reutter Porcelain

e Streets Ahead Houses and Furniture
¢ Wonham Collection

¢ Dateman Books

Unit 5, Studley Grange, Craft Village, Hay Lane, Wroughton, Swindon, Wilts, SN4 9QT
Follow signs from M4, junction 16 (1/2 mile towards Wroughton).

T C J Miniatures
— | S I Quarter scale furniture kits
A1 from Tudor to Modern
SHOP DIRECTORY ‘
Se ;
Probus on 19th Oct. ™
Burford on 26th Oct.
Lyndhurst on
For more miniatures, o g . ’
see our We are the UK agent for Petworth
Miniatures of Canada.
Etsy Directory CJ Miniatures, 27 Lower Town, Sampford
50 Peverell, Tiverton, Devon EX16 7BJ
on page 5u. tel: 01884 820540 or 07733317910
email: jcm.gabbey47@btinternet.com

Little Priory Fairs
Saturday 26th October 2019 -Burford, Oxon
Saturday 29th February 2020 - Thame Oxon

More dates to follow
Fairs open 10am till 3.30pm

QUALITY
EXHIBITORS!

5
S LITTLE le
oY % ]
£d 2 %
PRIOR FAIRS
A COLLECTION OF _
éi\) ARTISANS PROVIDING “;1’
£
Q\_ YOU WITH THOSE i
g} “LITTLE” SPECIAL PIECES
FOR YOUR
MINIATURE PROJECTS

WWW.LITTLEPRIORYFAIRS.CO.UK. LITTLEPRIORYFAIRS@OUTLOOK.COM
Check Website for Updates!

We’re off to the

AUTUMN

MINIATURA
S5th & 6th October 2019
National Exhibition Centre
Birmingham, UK

See more on our website
www.miniatura.co.uk

B Work by Lisa Tabbanor
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Vibrant house I8 full
Of tributes to friends

From cakes to canes and clairvoyants Christine’s Dutch
style house is a cheerful, colourful reminder of the
important things in life — friends and family

BY CHRISTINE BEVAN

¥ started the house (itis a
Dutch style called The
Hague) from the wall at
the back of the second

floor. It was here [ wanted
to have an exhibition of
paintings by an Italian artist,
Silvano Gamba; he paints
snowmen and beautiful landscapes.
Phil (my husband) and I have two of his
paintings, so that started me thinking.
[ obtained a brochure of an exhibition
and proceeded to cut out the pictures;
they were exactly the right size, and I
made individual frames for them all.
Thus was born the idea of having an
‘exhibition’ of all the things I liked and
dedicating them to friends and family.

Now if you read on further, [ know
that you won't know the people I talk
about, but by the end you may realise
why all these people are so special to
us, and why I wanted to make them
part of my project. Like most minia-
turists [ don'’t always get it right. First
let me tell you that it took me four
attempts to get the bathroom wall-
papered. 'm not a hundred percent
about it even now, but after four lots of
re-papering, [ decided enough was
enough, so I put a photo of my favour-
ite Blackpool Tower behind the back
window and hoped for the best.

Then there is the living room; [ found
a very inexpensive white and red three
piece suite and thought that I would
build the room around it. It looked
different from the usual dark wood fur-

‘]6 DOLLS HOUSE WORLD

niture so often used. I also
found a few sheets of em-
bossed see-through paper
covered in roses that took
my fancy in a craft shop, so
my rose room was started.
I really enjoyed doing the
celling of that one.

I then moved on to the bedroom;

[ wanted it to be dark; this was influ-
enced mainly by the fact that I had
found some beautiful paper produced
by my friend in Utah at Enchanted Min-
latures. So it became a black and gold
room without question. [ bought the
four-poster bed as a bare wood item
for about £3 or £4 and then painted it
gold. I then used my black ‘rub n buff’,
stuck a bare wood frame on the head-
board and added some artwork and a
bit of gold fabric. Thank goodness for
super glue, that's all I can say.

[ used a plain mirror on a stand then
added some rhinestones and little
flowers. The mirror over the dressing
table is a Christmas decoration from a
garden centre.

Oh yes! The ceiling is from an idea
that came to mind every time I visited
the ballroom in Blackpool and had
never used - but now I havel

S0, that takes care of the first two
floors. Now for the interesting bits.

I've already mentioned the idea of
including the painting exhibition, but
before doing that I chose a fairly plain
black and white paper for the rest of
the house as I wanted all the colours,

that [ was going to incorporate every-
where to show up, because by now [
more or less knew who and what was
going in there.

When I looked at the house, I could
see that the bottom floor would be
very dark and things wouldn't show up
at the back, so what to do about it?
had to have a bit of help from a friend

Above: The Dutch style exterior with its
stunning dark green mottled walls hides
another of Christine’s fascinating interiors

— Philadelphia, House of Distinction is the
perfect place for her imagination to come to
life. She has used vibrant colours and items to
create each wonderful room.

Top right: The bright red and white living
room on the second floor is a cheerful place
to sit and have tea. Christine calls this her
‘rose room’— starting with the ceiling rose
which has been covered using a see-through
rose patterned paper. The staircase has
been edged with white embossing stickers,
and even the rose carpet has had its colours
enhanced with felt-tipped pens.

Centre right: The chaise longue from the
bedroom with the crystal mirror.



to solve this, as I had decided to have
a large semicircle cut out of the first
floor to make the second floor more

of a balcony. I'm not very skilful with a
grown-up jigsaw tool — [ keep stopping
and that's no good — so he did the job
for me. I then had to bend a few rail-
ings round the curve as [ didn't want
my customers plummeting over the
edge!

The exhibits

The first exhibit you see is ‘Hats by
Lydia’, dedicated to a friend [ have
known for a long time, and the same
friend gave me the idea of the sign
saying that you can ‘Hire the Hats for
Ascot Week only’. I would never have
thought of that little addition.

Then there is a table with ‘Candela-
bra designed by Eileen’. I individually

Above: In the attic room there’s a de-
lightful bathroom suite hand-painted by
Christine.The bath was yellow when she
bought it, but because she fell in love
with its design she was determined to do
something with it to make it fit into her
bathroom colour scheme. So after several
coats of paint, and the embossed pattern
on the side carefully repainted, she was
happy with the result.

DOLLS HOUSE WORLD 17
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Above left: The bedroom is in fantasy-land
with the black and gold wallpaper from
America. The gold four-poster bed has a
picture headboard embossed with gold
stickers. The gold floor-standing mirror
has added sparkle with the crystal beads
around the edge, and the chaise longue
has been re-covered and decorated with a
colourful motif. The ceiling light has been
made into a wonderful gold and aqua deco-
ration that gives the room a magical feel.
Below left: On the left-hand side of the
balcony can be found ‘Hats by Lydia’.
Christine bought many of the hats but has
added feathers, flowers or lace. The table
started out as plain white-wood, but Chris-
tine added her favourite colours of mauve
through to purple.

Above: On the opposite side of the bal-
cony stands a mannequin in a black dress
trimmed with red roses — Christine found
this at a fair and couldn’t resist it. The jar-
diniére along side has been painted with
two different colours of nail varnish to give
the column a beautiful sheen. The back-
ground includes a stained glass window set
in a large oval picture frame.

Above right: This delicious cake setting
is for Bridget (or Philomena to give her
her correct name) — again Christine has
added to the cake decorations giving them
that extra appeal. To the left is the ‘Candle
Design by Eileen’ with many of the candle-
sticks being made from jewellery findings
and beads.

painted these candlesticks using
beads and painted the candles dif-
ferent colours (Liberace influenced
that, as you may guess). I got to know
Eileen when my mum was 1ll quite a
few years ago, and since then she has
become a very dear friend to Phil and
I. She has a soft spot for Phil, and for
my doll's houses. In fact Eileen has
three wonderful granddaughters and I
couldn't think of a better home for my
mum'’s doll's house to go to as I know it
will be carefully looked after.

The next table is ‘Cakes made to
order by Bridget’ - not her real name,

her real name is Philomena, but we de-
cided that her middle name sounded
better. Philomena works at Phil's Day
centre in Fulham and is a really caring
and close friend. All the cakes I bought
from various fairs, repainted them, and
stuck bits of ‘stuff’ on them to make
them as ornate as possible.

Most importantly, up on the second
floor we have ‘Canes by Monsieur Ber-
ry’ — collecting and repainting these
was great fun.

David Berry and his wife Eleonore
(she has the toy exhibition on the
ground floor), have been part of Phil’s
life since he was born. They were
originally friends of his parents many
years ago, but have been like second
parents to both of us ever since [ met
Phil. Their enthusiasm for the houses
and what we do as a couple, make
them more special than I can say.

Eleonore said to me one day that I
couldn'’t have a piano in EVERY house
[ have, and I thought: ‘Oh, yes I can,
so when you go downstairs I've used
one as part of the display for ‘Toys by
Eleonore’.

Downstairs there is ‘Crystal by
Shirls’ — Shirley is my closest friend.

Left: ‘Canes by Monsieur Berry’— Christine
has made many of the canes and cane-tops
using pieces of jewellery or

plastic items.
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Above: The inside of this delightful house —
so many wonderful friends are remembered
within its rooms. The displays take up the first
two floors with the living room and bedroom
on the second and bathroom in the attic.
Left: Clairvoyant readings by Pat’— this
display is tucked away in the corner of the
ground floor.

She still lives in Birmingham with her
family, which is where I originally came
from, and we know just about every-
thing there is to know about each other
- hopefully we all have a friend like
that. I wanted a way of displaying some

of the tiny Swarovski crystal chips 1
had; I knew they would sparkle when
the lights were on. So [ have a display
of little glass vases, and object d'art
and where I could, I have filled the
glass vases with the crystals.

The rest of the crystals ['ve put in the
fountain — I wanted a centre piece with
benches so that people could have a
rest after wandering around. The origi-
nal fountain had a chunky little cherub
on top; this has been replaced with a
mermaid. [ added some gold stick-
ers as decoration for the benches. You
can buy sheets of stickers from most
arty shops and these are invaluable
for decorating furniture, staircases and
almost everything.

Tucked away in the corner is a bit of
relaxation for customers - ‘Clairvoyant
readings by Pat’. My friend Pat moved
to Spain a few years ago and I miss
her very much, but [ wanted her in my
house. She likes angels, horoscopes
and new-age stuff, but she did say:
“Why is there a witch’s cauldron and a
broomstick in my section?” Sorry Pat,
only joking!

Lastly, we come to my dad; [ wanted
something masculine to remember
him by. After much thought I decided
that my love of collecting tiny weapons
was perfect for him. So for “‘Weaponry
by William', I bought a whole load of
them, medieval things, guns, blunder-
busses, swords, and a few I'm unable
to name. I painted them different — and
tasteful colours. Although my dad has
never picked up a weapon in his life,
if he had, maybe he'd have fancied a



Above: To the left of the ground floor is the
exhibit in memory of Christine’s own father.
Christine is fascinated by tiny guns and
armour and had built up a collection before
she created the house. In the centre of the
picture is the stand ‘Crystal designed by
Shirls’— Shirley is Christine’s closest friend
and a very important person in her life. The
tiny crystals are by Swarovski and sparkle
brilliantly — Christine had been looking

for something to include them in, and this
setting with its diamond encrusted crowns
and glassware are the perfect way to display
them. Even the handrail for the stairs is a
chain of black beads.

Right: At the back of the room is an upright
piano that has made the ideal display stand
for ‘Eleonore’s Toys’. Christine has worked
her magic touch on the piano by adding stars
and stickers of angels, finally picking out the
edges with gold paint. Wherever you look

in the rooms the woodwork has been gold
buffed to give it an antique-look.

pink duelling pistol?

Before you go, please take a look at
the front of the house. It’s fairly dark for
a doll's house, but look at the name -
Philadelphia, House of Distinction. Well,
I couldn't leave Phil out, now could I?
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Make brownies and then

¥ MINT MAKES

cuddile up on the couch

You can’t go wrong with brownies — everyone loves them.
And you can’t go wrong with this recipe as Tanja guides you
step-by-step through the making process

he colder months always

make me want to whip up

something delicious that

[ can eat whilst being all
curled up on the couch with a
blanket. And who doesn't love
brownies? Fudgy cake, perfect
on their own or paired with ice cream
— 50 let’s make some for the doll’s
house.

Step 1. Begin by mixing your colours
of clay. The colour on the far left is a

You will need

Clay: black, Premo Raw Sienna,
Fimo chocolate and translucent

Clay roller

Blade for cutting

Needle tool

Crumbled up tin foil

Toothbrush

Acrylic paint; Raw Sienna and
burnt umber

Soft pastel — a nice, ‘light co-
coa powder’ colour

Matt and gloss glaze

Paint brushes

22 DOLLS HOUSE WORLD

BY TANTA JENSEN

mix of Raw Sienna and choco-
late, which will be used as the
top layer. The remaining col-

) ours are chocolate, which have
been mixed with black, making
them gradually darker. You'll
want to mix these three shades
50/50 with translucent clay.

Step 2. Roll out sheets of all the col-
ours — the proportions are not that
Important, but you do want the darkest
shade in the centre to be the thickest.
Sandwich the darkest shade between
two thin layers of the second darkest
shade and sandwich that between two
thin layers of the lightest of those three
(second from the left in the picture).
Then add a very thin sheet of the light-
est colour to the top and roll it out to
get the thickness you want (I went for
approx. 2mm).

Step 3. Add texture to the top surface
using the crumpled-up tin foil and a
toothbrush, and use your blade to cut
out the brownie squares — I made
mine 6x6mm

Step 4 & 5. Add texture to all four sides
of each square using a fine needle tool
in a poking motion. You can add a few
larger dents to give a more ‘crumb
like’ appearance. Then finish off by



adding a few lines/cracks to the top
surface and bake according to pack-
age instructions.

Step 6, 7 & 8. Next, paint the top sur-
face of the brownies with the pastel.
I'm adding a small amount of matt
glaze to my brush and applying the
pastel powder in a dapping motion to
get a more textured look.

Lastly you can use the paint to en-
hance the cracks or to add some ad-
ditional shading and colour variation
— then finish off with a touch of gloss
glaze to the top as well as to the centre
of the brownies where they'd naturally
appear more ‘moist/fudgy’ and they're
done!

® www.sugarcharmshop.dk

2 CHARLTY SALE

Pat's charity sale aims to
beat last year's record

BY PAT CUTFORTH

Imost time again for the annual sale at my farm in Marlborough,
A Wiltshire, in aid of Cancer Research UK, and there are many new
things to tempt you.
As well as a barn full of miniatures of all sorts, in all price ranges and
several different scales, there are many doll’'s houses in the old stables.
Everything has been donated, so all your money goes to this great charity:

Here are a few of the houses that are new this year:
An old house dating from the early 1900s. [ may call
this Hazard House as it is wired for mains connection
with normal lamp bulbs and a complete disregard for
electrical safety. The exterior is beautiful and unusual,
with large wooden roof tiles in which a section can be
lifted to show two attic rooms. The inside benefits from
having windows in both sides, some with their old cur-
tains, along with some built-in corner fireplaces.
1/24th scale mansion. Six floors give you the
opportunity to have a large family with resident B
grandparents, or perhaps some student lodgers. “ Q n
[
ik

The house is fully electrified ready for insertion
of lights, and is beautifully finished inside and out.
Not a good photo so you will just have to come

and judge for yourself. & S :

kﬁ&

The Georgian mansion. This large building
was individually made as a present for
a grandchild, and it has many charming
details like the mahogany window sur-
rounds. Inside is finished and ready for
new occupants, and it is fully electrified.

The drawer underneath pulls out so
you can lift up the front stairs and garden.
Of course this house suffers from one
disadvantage: it is large. Because of this,
the price is only £150, so a terrific bargain
if you have space for it.

Of course there will also be a barn stuffed with
all the smaller items that have collected here
since last year’s sale: furniture, dolls, small arti-
facts, accessories, books and tools.

® Please come and help us beat last year’s tak-
ings of £6370 for CR UK. The date is Sunday
October 27th, from 10:30 to 2:30pm.
www.patcutforth.co.uk

See the advert on P39 for more details.
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his scary, creepy and hor-
‘ ribly ugly creation is by the
very talented and imaginative
Christine Kneen, and I love it. It is
home to an awful lot of very happy
skeletons who appear to be having a
real party night.

Originally it was a 1/24th scale kit
which didn't go together very well,
so Christine decided to plaster over
everything, including the roof, to

o W ..
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BY SANDRA HARDING

give it a distressed, aged look, and it
worked — very well. She then added
paint in several shades before cover-
ing the outside in railway scenery
vines and moss.

Perspex was added to the upstairs
windows and the bottom ones and
the roof hole were boarded up using
balsa wood planks. The inside walls
were painted and distressed, using
several creepy shades, and fine grey

Cis pers '- Wa to a spo pty

hairnet “cobwebs” were added.
The bottom graveyard scene was
made in a roombox — it's shaped
wire covered in Modroc to give
it form. Then the whole box was
painted in various shades. To finish
off the look a coating of dlitter glue
was added.
On the back wall Christine used
paper die cuts which she cut and
pieced together to make the scene



she wanted. The coffins are also flat
pack paper die cuts which she made
up and painted. The wall is an aquar-
ium decoration and is just perfectly
placed in the scene.

The brilliant poseable skeletons
are from Japan which Christine
had been collecting in readiness
for such a project, and she added
some cheaper ones to add bulk (that
doesn't sound the right way to de-
scribe a skeleton). They kept falling
apart, as skeletons do, so she had to
glue and reinforce them — apart from
the one without a head, as the dog ate
that. I wonder if she means her real
dog, Henry, or one of the skeleton
dogs, but that would make it a two
headed dog, and now I am writing
my own story.

Back to reality. The headless body
has now got a pumpkin head and
wears a ghost costume, so he has
survived the attack. The pumpkins
are mostly homemade, although
there are some seed heads added,
and there are various others from
children’s halloween toys and a cut up
bracelet.

The table is a cut up coffin, and the
duck-apple barrel is from Christine’s
secret stash, which she filled with
resin water and polymer clay ap-
ples. The drum kit and banners were
bought, while the spider drummer
was made by a friend.

The amount of brilliant detail and
fun in this project is amazing, and [
am not surprised that it won first prize
in a competition. I look forward to
seeing more of Christine’s imagina-
tive work.

2% SMALL ACCOMPLISHMENTS
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Lantern shows off nice Jan's dark side
BY SANDRA HARDING ‘

hen Paula gave her
friend Jan Baker a
lantern, she did not

know that Jan had dark thoughts
the moment she saw 1t, otherwise
she might have saved it from a fate
worse than death. Dr Death that is!

That's enough whimsy for now,
let’s get on with the detail. Jan
covered the base in black felt, and
bought very small brass can-
dlesticks, children’s dressing up
clothes and a rubber skeleton from
charity shops. Luckily the skel-
eton didn't feel a thing when Jan
chopped bits of him off.

Another friend, Julie, gave Jan
another skeleton which was painted
and then dressed with scraps of
rags and some wisps of hair — he
was left unchopped, much to his
relief. Mind you, he was hung from
a chain rather unceremoniously at
the back of the lantern. Using Fimo,

Jan made Cor (in the jar), Dr Death
and the severed hand (sounds like
a good title for a horror film). The
strange creature in the doctor’s
hand was from Osborne House git
shop with fangs and a chain added.
Dr Death was dressed and Jan
added the wand, a book, and other
spooky things that he might find
useful.

The shelf was a strip of skirting
board and the brackets were cut
from a plastic fence. The table was
a strip of wood from Jan's scrap box,
as were the legs, and Jan added
paint and glued a piece of cobweb
lace on; the spiders are Fimo with
wire and false eyelashes added.
Jan found a doll's head amongst
her stock and the poor thing is
now looking very worse for wear.
However, she does have some hair
(well, Jan is a hairdresser).

The brass candlestick in front is

very effective with a battery light
added on top. The many other ac-
cessories in this lantern were either
bought or made by Jan. The large
spider on top was cut from an old
dress, and black netting and other
spooky things added. Finally the
lights were wound round card and
simply left where they looked best.

[ have known Jan for a few years
now and she always seems so nice.
[ had no idea she had a dark side.
Another imaginative use for a lan-
tern and very good use of limited
space too.



Bored Jean bujlds a ock

2 SMALL ACCOMPLISHMENTS

house from broken pots

Jean Caff came up with the lovely idea of creating a
rock house because she was bored and wanted to
do something different — it certainly is that!

BY JEAN CARE

T ake one terracotta pot 10x10
inches (or any size you want).
Lay it on its side on a folded
towel and gently pat with a hammer
on the same spot, just below the rim.
With luck a few more taps will give
you a random break.

I worked on the cave first, marking
where the shelf was to be, and then
the walls were given a light coating of
Polyfilla using a brush. A small amount
of pva glue mixed with the water
helps the Polyfilla stick better to any
surface, and makes it stronger too.

It was then painted with a mixture
of grey, burgundy and mocha. A
former was fashioned from foam core
as it 1s waterproof and will accept the
Polyfilla without bending. Woodland
Scenics have produced a one-part
water resin which I found much
easier to use for the still water. Their
water effects resin is used for making
waterfalls and creating rough effects.

Cling film was glued in place prior to
creating the water effects.

I created another foam core former
for the shelf which I first covered in
foil. I then applied several coats of
Polyfilla which takes several days to
dry to rock hard. A string of battery
operated lights were attached to the
underside and then painted, before
being glued in place using silicone
gel which dries in an hour.

[ wanted the buildings to look old
and carved and, although it was a bit
of a problem, [ made them from foam

Rock house history

Rock houses were built around 1500 to give protection to the very
poor and their cattle. They were abandoned in about 1755 and
remained empty for many years until local farmers began using
them again to stable their horses. In 1900 they were taken into
council ownership and opened to the public. In 1997 they were
deemed unsafe as the rock face had collapsed revealing the
caves underneath. When the Preiser fairies moved in is a mystery.

core and wood. The tower is a card-
board centre from a roll of foil. I then
covered everything in my beloved
Polyfilla.

The leaves were from Georgina
Steed and my daughter-in-law Kathy
and I made the trunks of the trees,
using several lengths of strong flower
wire twisted together. The tops were
left open to form the branches which
were then covered in floral tape and
painted. The fencing is
made from fancy cocktail
sticks and flower wire.




Add a cathedral Style
adio to your house

In the 1930s families would be glued to radios like this
one. They originated in the US but the style found its

way to the UK

" will be using a tutorial by Kris
Compas, but taking new photos
and using a few different tech-
niques. [ was smitten with this tuto-

rial but needed to use what I had on
hand. This will be perfect in my 1930’s
farm house.

Step 1. Transfer one copy of the shell
and dial frame, and two copies of the of
the grille and frame onto card stock.

You will need

Pencil

White glue

Wood glue

Scherenschnitte scissors -
optional

Ruler

Craft knife

Card stock

Mount/mat board

Fine sandpaper

Medium to small paint brushes

Paint - gold, orange, Burnt
Sienna, and dark brown

Satin varnish

1/16” punch

Toothpicks

Gel pen
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BY AURALEA KRIEGER/KRTS COMPAS

Step 2.1 sanded the edges of the card ~ Step 5. After you've glued the two
stock shell pattern to be sure it would pieces together cut a strip 1/2”
be a clean smooth trace. (13mm) x 3-1/8" (79mm) long.

Step 3. Trace the shell pattern onto mat  Step 6. For the rest of the tutorial we
board twice. Cut the two patterns out. will use yellow carpenter’s wood glue.

Step 4. Glue two strips of card to-
gether using white glue. We are using
white glue for this piece because we
don't want it to dry too fast. We will
need to work with it.

Pattern
| =
frame
Shell back and front Grille Frame
cut 2 from mat board cut 2 from card stock cut 2 from card stock




Step 7. Score a line in the centre of this
strip using the back of your craft knife.

Step 8. Fold the strip in half, moulding
it a bit with your thumb and forefinger.
See the little bit of curve?

Step 9. Apply wood glue to the edge of
the mat board shell pattern and start-
ing with the fold at the centre top, glue
the strip to the mat board edge press-
ing as you go. Lay flat on the table to
help keep it flush. Don't trim the extra
card stock off, yet.

Step 10. Apply wood glue to the other
mat board shell pattern edge and glue
it to the assembly you've just made. Let
this dry. Trim off any extra card stock
you might have by placing it on its
side. Set this piece aside for now.

Step 11.Don't cut the square out
from the grille yet. Only cut out the
grille patterns inside. It's easier not to
have the small square paper slipping
around.

Step 12. I just used my craft knife but
Kris recommends another technique:
“Make a small slice with your knife
inside the grill drawings for your
Scherenschnitte scissors (they make
the cutting easier) to slip into. Scher-
enschnitte scissors have a sharp point
and short blades. You cut with the tip,
don't take a big bite with the blades.
Cut the design’s line off. Don't leave
any of the design’s line on the finished
grille”

Step 13. When you have both grilles
cut out, carefully spread wood glue
onto the card stock, being careful
around the grille area. Press together.
A toothpick cleans up any stray glue.

Step 14. Cut out the frames. Cut the
inside of the frame then the outside.

Step 15. When you have both frames
cut out, glue them together with wood
glue. When gluing the frames together,
try to match up the legs first; this way
the top will take care of itself to be
aligned.

Step 16. Centre the frame over the
grille and glue the frame to the grille
with wood glue.

Step 17. Trim off the extra card around
the frame.

Step 18. Measure a 1/2” (13mm) up
from the bottom of the frame. Make a
mark. Do this on both legs of the frame.

Step 19. Using a pencil and a ruler
make three vertical lines on each leg
of the frame. Try to get them equally
spaced.

Step 20. Use a very small ball stylus

to make indents on those lines. If you
don't have a stylus use a toothpick;
you'll need several because you will
press the point off and you need the
sharp point to keep the impressed line
Very narrow.

Step 21. Glue two strips of card stock
together with wood glue.

Step 22. Now, cut a strip just 1/16”
(2mm) and 1-1/2” (39mm) long.

‘SUOUIUIODDIA UO
[remxep J 4106219 Aq ojoyd

A Philco 90 cathedral style radio from

1931, similar to the US imports sold in

the UK. The British manufacturer Bush

did make a similar version around the
same time.
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this strip to be glued at the top of the
vertical lines on the frame’s legs. Clue
the strips so they wrap around the
edges. Then press on its side and trim
off the extra with your sharp craft knife
or scissors. Add another piece to the
base of the legs’ if you wish. I chose
not to.

Step 24. From mat board cut
apiece 5/8” (16mm) x 1-1/4"
(81mm) long. Sand the two short
edges and one long edge to be half
round. The back is square.

layer of the platform flush to the back.
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Step 27. Apply wood glue to the bot-
tom of the radio body, centre the mat
board and glue the mat board on. The
back should be flush. Wipe away any
excess glue with a toothpick.

Step 28. The second layer of the
platform is 11/16” (18mm) x just under
1-3/8" (34mm). Measure in from each
side 3/8"” (9mm) and 1/8” (4mm)
deep. Cut this centre piece out. This
makes it looks like the platform is on
legs.

Step 29. Sand this layer’s edges just
like you did with the first.

Step 30. CGlue on the second layer of
the platform.

Step 31. At this point sand the top

of the front frame between the small
side pieces you added that wrapped
around.

Step 32.1 am adding this step be-
cause my front did not match the body.
Check this now and trim from the bot-
tom if your front is too high. I left mine
because I didn't mind a small lip. But
if you want it to be flush then test fit it
before you start painting.

A 4
Step 33. Use Delta’s Ceramcoat Pump-
kin for an orange base coat! Give the

body and front piece two coats and let
dry.

Step 34. Next, use a 1/4” wide flat
brush and brush on Delta’s Ceramcoat
Burnt Sienna. Leave streaks, but also
cover up enough of the orange to tone
it down. Use a small round brush to fill
with Burnt Sienna for the seams.



Step 35. Next paint on Burnt Sienna
and use a paper towel to dab some of
the paint off. Let the paint dry on your
radio pieces.

Step 36. While the radio pieces dry
let's make the knobs and dial frame.

Step 37. Cut out the dial frame and
paint it dark brown or gold (or use
coloured paper). Let dry.

Step 38. Use a thin layer of white glue
to stack up three layers of black card
stock. Let dry for a few minutes. Use
a 1/6” circle punch and punch out a
about 10 circles. Pick your best four.

——

Step 39. Paint the front of the body of
the radio gold. Use your brush to dab
to give it texture. Let it dry.

Step 40. Glue the front onto your radio
body.

sis W@ A BREn
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Step 41. You can spray them with
Krylon’s Acrylic Crystal Clear satin fin-
ish spray. [ just brushed on some satin
varnish.

Step 42. Glue on your radio dial frame
and use a gold gel pen to fill in the
centre hole.

Step 43. Dot some white glue where
the knobs will go. Then pick them up
with tweezers and put in place. Gently
press down with the other end of your
tweezers. Use a toothpick to put a drop
of varnish on each knob and let dry.

Step 44. Once the gel pen was dry I
used a fine sharpie to draw lines inside
the dial frame.

Place it in your miniature scene and
enjoy your creativity!

DOLLS HOUSE WORLD 3‘]
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234 100K AT LUNDBY

Dens puts on a party
WIth 58 different dolls

Neighbours converge on this Gothenburg where the
sun is shining, the hot tub is bubbling and the major
is leading everyone in song with some old tunes

BY SANDRA HARDING

here is definitely a celebration go-
ing on in Deb Dintaman’s Lundby
Gothenburg, and the whole neigh-
bourhood seems to have been
invited, including young and old alike.

The top is a complete house which
was bought fifteen years ago. That was
her first but she followed it up with
eight Lundbys. Well and truly hooked I
reckon.

Since the purchase of this house she
has cleverly converted the bottom two
floors from garage extensions to cre-
ate even more rooms and, as a bonus,
has made a lovely outside area for the
family and friends to enjoy. Most of the
items in the house and outside were
from eBay and Etsy, both UK and US,
and all the lighting works. Deb tells me
she had very little to do in the house,
merely replacing some carpet and
wallpaper.

Looking at the clothes (or lack of
them) means that today is obviously a
lovely hot summer’s day, and the party
1s a way to get to know all the neigh-

bours at once. It saves wondering who
you have missed out you see, accord-
ing to old timer Major Day, who insists
on being called major, even though he
retired from the army 30 years ago. He
is a lovely, friendly fellow though, and
no party is complete without him as he
keeps singing very old songs and gets
everybody to join in.

The owners of the house are Tony
and Sheila Blige, who moved here
with their twins to be nearer to good
schools. The twins are still rather shy
and are happy to be in their room
until the noise settles down. They re-
ally want to go in the hot tub but Lucy
Lastic and Sam Sung are in there at the
moment.

In the house there is a fully
equipped games room, with darts, a
snooker table and more, and another
couple are playing chess, trying to
take no notice of the children playing
table tennis or in the sand pit.

[ gave up trying to place the children
with the right families as Deb tells me
there are 58 dolls here, and it would
take another page or two to give them
all names, but not really knowing who's
who is half the fun of dollshousing
isn't it? I too have babies and children
and no one quite knows where they
are from, but then I think that children
always are irresistible aren't they?

Deb has since downsized due to the
arrival of two real baby grandsons and
she needed the space. At least dolls
stay where they are put and keep quiet.
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JoIT creates sSmaller
SCale Spooky homes

Jeff Wilkerson wanted to yell “It’s alive” like Frankenstein
when he started putting his finished furniture kits into the

small scale house he created

eff Wilkerson started collecting

miniature furniture and making

room boxes over 30 years ago.

Formerly a miniature painter, he
didn't like the framed printed art avail-
able at the time, so he started painting
and framing his own.

His paintings appear in at least a
dozen different countries and a few
have been spotted in museum dis-
plays, but now he says: "I still have a
passion for painting on canvas, but I
can no longer do miniature work, so
my studio time is divided between
drafting laser designs and painting on
a canvas on my easel. As I get older,
my eyesight and eye-hand co-ordi-
nation is becoming more and more
challenging.

‘Unsteady hands are a source of fre-
quent frustrations. I'm still alive, though
not kicking nearly as hard as I used
to, but nevertheless, I am still enjoying
little things in a big way.”’

Other than his laser designs, Jeff
does occasional miniature work for his
own pleasure, and his latest a delight-
fully spooky Halloween mansion, falls
in that category.

“I always have had a love affair with
anything Halloween.” he explained.
“When I was designing 1/144 scale
house kits, I decided I wanted to make
a larger kit for a haunted house, with
furniture in a fantasy genre that was
both familiar and also unique.”

¥ SMALLER SCALES

BY PAM NORTH

The result of his idea was his 1/48
scale Halloween House and acces-
sories kits. “This house and all of its
contents were designed by me. The
components were all cut and/or en-
graved on a laser cutter from various
sheet wood materials ranging in thick-
ness from 1/64” to 1/8” thick, and also
paper for printed materials.

Jeff said: “Corel Draw was used to
create all the drafting of the cutting
and engraving lines, and Photoshop to
make the printed wallpapers and art
for framing. It's all a product of draft-
Ing and graphic art work. The hardest
part about making this miniature was
having to constantly hold in one’s mind

nanllan.

|
—— 1]

the relationships of the various pieces,
and how they make a whole unit. Many
of the details are not what I imagined at
the beginning. The biggest challenge
is to translate flat forms, (the sheets of
wood) into three-dimensional forms
that express both the purpose and
style of the piece.

“My favourite parts about this piece
are the fanciful forms and the way
the colours come together. It's by far
my favourite laser cut design of all of
mine. Putting the first one together and
seeing it ‘come alive’, I felt like Victor
Frankenstein in the old movie. [ wanted
to shout, ‘It's alive! It's alive!’ as [ was
putting the finished furniture into the
house for the first time.”

There are actually a total of seven
kits represented in the full display. The
house is one kit; the front yard details
is a kit; and there are six kits for the
rooms.

Future projects beckon. “T would
love to create a haunted pirate ship
some day, but I love the detail so much
that I don't know if this model will ever
be realised. From beginning to end,
my creations always are a labour of
love for me. These are always the most
dangerous and risky dreams to try to
make into a business. Not only is there
seldom profit in them, but you can
quickly lose your shirt, which may be
okay for Halloween zombies, but a bad
thing for a miniaturist in business.”

"From beginning to end, my creations always are a labour of love for me.”
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3 SMALLER SCALES

Top left and right: Jeff’s kits shown with two
different finishings. These also come with
interior accessories and furniture.

Above left and right: A few progress photos
showing the haunted house kits as they are
being assembled.

Right and far right: The inside of the two
differently styled haunted houses. The furni-
ture kits are easy to assemble and make your
own.
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Foam 100ms merge intg
marvellous high rise mix

hen is a doll's house not a

doll's house? What is the right

size or scale for a doll's house

anyway? These are just a
couple of many mystifying questions
on my mind right now.

[ blame Louise Bjardo and the many
1/48th scale doll’s house fans for my
quandary. Let me explain. Last week
at a doll's house show I was told that
1/48th size sales are growing and,
backed by other feedback, I believed
it. Today, I heard from Louise who
told me her doll's house is not a doll’s
house, but a series of room boxes as-
sembled into a rotatable “high-rise”
building made of foam board. Some
of the rooms are 35 x 20 x 18 cm but
some are bigger and some are small-
er, she explained. Not only that, the
scale is 1/16th and my head hurts.

Don't get me wrong, I'm not looking

Sandra doesn’t quite know where to start when
she takes a look at Louise Bjargo’s beautifully
decorated collection of rooms in a variety of sizes

BY SANDRA HARDING

for sympathy. I am always delighted to
write about any doll's house, room box
or anything miniature, whatever the
scale, and this one was just so irresist-
ible and interesting I reckoned you
might just find it so too.

I asked Louise for some photo-
graphs, and I had another headache
trying to decide which was the front,
back or sides, so [ gave up and de-
cided to just tell you a little about the
14 rooms and the beautiful decor.

Now, where do I start as each room
seems to be a little work of art which,
of course, it is.

There is an Andy Warhol room —
the posters are a dead giveaway. There
are orange chairs and footstools, and
is this my favourite? Not a chance,
because then [ see a Beatles room with
posters of the fab four, and just look at
that fabulous rug, lamp, sofa and stools.
Maybe the best is the super cool
bedroom with sofa, posters and plants,
or maybe it's the room with a raised
dais and red lampshade, or even the
swanky bathroom. I've just seen anoth-
er bedroom, with very exotic colours,
with a huge map above the bed. What
anovel idea.

Wait a moment, I have just spot-
ted the children’s play room — utterly
magic, and now I see the view from the
window in the sitting room with green
accessories, and wonder how on earth
Louise made it look so very real. An-
other mystifying question. The sewing
room is a delight and the room with the
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cream sofa and distressed furniture is
gorgeous (I hope you're keeping up).

Another bedroom has fur covers
on the bed and a headboard of lace,
plus more distressed furniture, and my
mouth waters. [ want this in full size.
begin to wonder whether this lady is
a secret interior designer, she has got
everything just so right.

As I leave the bedroom I am in the
kitchen diner, and [ want this for real
too. Just look at the lovely colours here.
The brilliant blue of the dining furni-
ture and the simple plain wood of the
actual kitchen, with everything match-
ing. Much of the furniture in the rooms
is either Lundby or Brio, with a smat-
tering of items made by Louise with

lots of it recycled I am told. Just perfect.

There are too many rooms to men-
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€ 1think that this is really something
special, beautifully created. 9

tion them all and, anyway, I have run
out of superlatives now, so you can
make up your own when you look at
these photographs.

As alast comment, [ notice the lack
of dolls here but then this does seem
to be the kind of creation that would
spoll if it had people in it. Just a passing
thought. I think that this is really some-
thing special, beautifully created, and I
hope you agree, If not, look again.




DOLLS HOUSE CONCEPT PARVO CONTENTUS

www. dollshouseconcept.co.uk =
email : ted.sills@sky.com tel. 01875 612 333 SALE!

We wish to thank all customers and visitors who came to our
stand at Dolls House Fairs over the past 10 years. %
Unfortunately we are unable to continue exhibiting but we are ™

— —— =

still making and selling all dolls houses and other properties
on our web site. Please contact us by email or phone. DOllShOllseS (OVCI’ 50)
1/12th scale Dolls Houses, Cottages, Shops, Tudor Houses & . ] ‘.: Ollfi and }I;ICW

Lre s IN12% 1/16% 1/24th

Shops, Churches, Fantasy Houses, Lighthouse, Windmill,
Water Mill, Garage, Stables. Round Houses, Fairy Mushroom
House, Castle Keep, Shed, Market Stall, Beach Hut Lean To,

Display Boxes = Sunday October 27th

1/24th scale Dolls Houses, Cottages and Shops
10:30 to 2:30

at Shaw Farm in Wiltshire
SNS 4L.U

—
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Kits Roomboxes Shops
Furniture Accessories Dolls
Tools and Supplies

Books and

over 2000 Magazines @ 50p

www.patcutforth.co.uk
ALL PROCEEDS TO CANCER RESEARCH UK

~+:ww MATLOCK MINTATURES Est 1976
vie The Dolls House Accessory e
e 3 Ty sp?cialist ‘ Sussemeﬁs Miniatures

Specialist Makers of Top Quality Miniatures

Online Shop featuring a wide range
of items including:

» Lighting * Accessories
* Furnishings ¢ DIY Components
and:many unique handmade
specialist items for Pubs & Shops.

Plovers Cottage, 43 Rollesby Way,
Happisburgh, Norwich, v,

Norfolk NR12 0QJ s @
ViiSitusta 0 Tel: 01692 650389 e
SR sussexcrafts@btinternet.com
www:matlockminiatures:com e 2
Tel:1013327660428
( www.sussexcrafts.com )
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Heathclitfe Manor on Ocean
Avenue IS full of coastal chic

Z¥H0USE PROUD

Sandra is excited to visit a house with a mezzanine floor.
It’s a glittering and beautiful creation that forms part of

Judy Riggs’ Seaside Village

BY SANDRA HARDING

he dlittery lights were the first

thing I noticed about Judy Riggs’

pretty house before I realised

it was yet another first for me, a
doll's house with a mezzanine floor.

This one, however, is not a bit like
any factory floor or mezzanine office
['ve ever seen, as it’s really beautiful.
Judy has called this glittering creation
Heathcliffe Manor, and it is now part
of her "Seaside Village” . You won't be
surprised to learn that Judy’s favourite
decor is what she calls “coastal chic”.

Heathcliffe Manor was originally
a Duracraft farmhouse, which was
stained a brown colour inside and out,
not to Judy'’s taste at all. The house had
tiny partitioned rooms which made
Judy feel hemmed in, so decisive ac-
tion was needed.

Walls, floors, staircase and doorways
were opened up and removed alto-
gether and Judy immediately felt much
better. The house measures 42 inches
wide by 21 inches deep by 33 inches
tall, so it’'s quite a sizeable structure.

Judy tells me that she likes her hous-
es to reflect how she would like to live
in them herself, and so designs them
with that thought in mind. The houses
have to be white, light and bright, and
they certainly seem that way to me.

It’s fascinating to see that Judy has
completely opened up one side of the
house, to create an amazing, almost
museum like feel, with high ceilings
and walls, just dripping with works of
art, which all sit above the delightful
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kitchen dining area. The chandelier is
a joy and 1s made from safety pins and
beads would you believe, bought from
an antique shop. The furniture through-
out is a mix of Petite Princess from
1964 mixed with other makes.

The unusual little girls are Petite
Blyth dolls which were custom made
by Californian artist Denise Farinsky;
who has even managed to create a doll
based on a picture of Judy'’s mother as
a child. Her portrait is over the blue
bed.

Another rather unique touch is
that Judy likes to incorporate her late
mother’s items into her houses and
here they really do add to the scene.
For instance, there’s a string of pearls
draped elegantly across the bed,
almost as if a miniature Judy has just
walked through her doll’s house, and
casually left it there. A pretty brooch
and pendant that she just happened to
have in her hand, is left almost acci-
dentally on another bed. Under normal
circumstances the scale wouldn't work
but, somehow, in this house, it just
does.

There are also roosters here that

shouldn't be, but are, and even glass
perfume bottles, one sitting alongside
a perfect piano which still manages

to look right. There are lovely, vintage
white Lennox rabbits that Judy has had
for years, all quite at home, and in the
bathroom a tall pink flamingo, another
little brooch and a Christmas tree, all
looking as if they have a right to be
there, and they do.

The floors have been beautifully
stencilled by Judy, keeping the colour
palette to her favourite coastal chic
decor. [ have to mention the unique
lighting, as I can't think of any other
doll's house [ have seen where the
lighting 1s just draped where it wants to
drape, seemingly accidentally, and yet
amazingly just works. Even the lighting
on the outside of the house is cleverly
strung, and I love the full size Christ-
mas tree ornaments. How does that
work so well?

Judy is no newcomer to miniatures.
She has created "“houses’” from sets of
shelves and cabinets, and made many
room boxes; [ also know that there
are more like this, just waiting in the
wings for you to see. The houses are
all on Ocean Avenue, and they are all
so lovely and dlittery, [ look forward to
doing them for you.

Although Judy and her family live in
New York currently, they are planning a
move to Florida when husband Thom-
as retires in a couple of years. Now we
know where her love of the sea comes
from.
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Kensington st

We take a look at some of the wonderful work of just a few of the many
talented makers who will be appearing at the Kensington Dollshouse
Festival on November 30

Joachim Kuhner (DE)
Handmade and hand-painted porcelain,
miniature paintings in oil, plus gorgeous

: penci drawings

. www.maler-jo.de
MANY OTHER SIZES AND PIECES AVAILABLE i
EACH COMES WITH A CERTIFICATE H kontact@maler-jo.de
GUARANTEEING ITS AUTHENTICITY

Wood Supplies
The place to go for all your timber needs!
Hundreds of different mouldings and
specialist woods. Plus, look out for their
one-off pieces of furniture made from
historical wood.

www.wood-supplies.com
020 8669 7266

Lucy Askew
A beautiful range of carved and gilded
period mirrors, some with lit candles,
Adam furniture, fireplaces and fenders.
www.lucyaskew.com
07891 213 434
lucyaskew@hotmail.com
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< Melissa’s Miniwereld (NL)

Easy to make doll's house Kkits from A ]a_ne Harrop
The Netherlands for every miniatur- Don't miss the Christmas kits in 1/12th, 1/24th and 1/48th
ist. Available in three different scales. scales from Jane to give your doll's house that festive feel!

Instructions included in English. ® www.janeharrop.co.uk

© www.melissasminiwereld.nl 01625873117

(+31) 648 465 032 janeharrop148@outlook.com
info@melissasminiwereld.nl

little

things,

l mu'm' us

< Eleonora Cappelletti (IT)
Eleonora, from Italy, makes soft and
embroidered accessories in alpine
and modern styles. “My favourites in
real size too,” she admits. Look out for
the cat accessories, like cat-beds and
scratching posts, she sometimes adds.
© 0039 029 795 0343
elecplt@gmail.com

P> Delph Miniatures

Delph always love being at the Festival. They say:
At KDF we can showcase our more specialised

modern miniatures, and it's also a great place to

meet our customers from abroad too.”

©® www.delphminiatures.co.uk

01274 882 391

info@delphminiatures.co.uk
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Templewood Miniatures

Kathryn and Alan have a huge range of flower,

furniture and house kits available in all scales plus

quality tools and equipment for DIY projects.
www.templewoodminiatures.co.uk

01707 320 208

kathryn@templewoodminiatures.co.uk

Karon Cunningham
From the unusual to the unique, Karon Cun-
ningham Miniatures carries a huge selection of
handmade pieces by artists from as far afield as
America and Japan.

Alison Davies Miniatures
Look out for The Follie, a French twelfth scale, highly
detailed doll's house. Stage one of the flat pack, self-
assembly house is being launched at Kensington.

www.alisondaviesminiatures.co.uk Karoncunningham.com
07539 880 641 gham.

01249 815 482
minis@karoncunningham.com /

alison@alisondaviesminiatures.co.uk

Stewart Dollhouse Creations (US)
Intricately handmade sliceable cakes and
pastries. Beautifully laser cut doilies and lace,
silicone moulds for all scales and a huge line
of 3D printed 1/48th accessories.

www.stewartdollhousecreations.com
(+1) 406 734 5319
ruth@stewartdollhousecreations.com
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WV Nalladris (NL)

Miniature jewellery by IGMA Artisan Sun Lemmens, DIY kits and
Nal-LED lighting system. Always surprising, always original.

© www.nalladris.com
(+31) 045 850 5354
sun@nalladris.nl

VLittle House at the Priory
Handmade and dressed beds, furniture
and accessories for houses, shops and
gardens in one twelfth, 1/48th and
1/144th scales.

© www.littlehouseatthepriory.co.uk
07595 050 315
littlehouseatthepriory@hotmail.com

A Seaside Miniatures

Seaside Miniatures are launching a 1/48th scale chateau kit at
the Christmas Festival. The chateau kit has French architectural
detail and features 10 grand rooms. Don't miss it.

©® www.seasideminiatures.co.uk
07970 484 579
seasideminiatures@btopenworld.com

\ New addition to Perfection
" In Miniature Awards

An exciting new competition was launched this year as part
of the Perfection in Miniature Awards (PIMA), that take place
at the Kensington Dollshouse Festival Summer Show.

Charlotte Stokoe, Festival organiser, told us: “In the past
the PIMA have only accepted entries from craftsmen
who exhibit at London Dollshouse Festival shows, so
KENSINGTON we were excited to add the PIMA Open Competition
DOLLSHOUSE this year, which enabled anyone to enter.”
FESTIVAL She added: “The theme for 2019 was “Needle-
work” and we received some incredible entries
from all over the world, in all kinds of disciplines, — ‘
from knitting and crochet to patchwork and embroidery:”

The winner has not yet been announced but you can see the entries dis-
played at the KDF Christmas Show on November 30.

Kensington Dollshouse Festival
Christmas Show

30th November 2019
Kensington Town Hall

Hornton Street, London W8 TNX

0044 (0)20 7812 9892 Top right: Embroidered Scene by Laura Lisowsky. Fbove: Joker sweater by Olga Surina.
www.dollshousefestival.com
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Bbove: The top shelf holds handmade pot-
tery bottles with tiny corks.
Right: The braided garlic took many at-
tempts to get just right and Erzsébet is thank-
ful she didn’t give up because she loves the
results.

Far right: The realistic miniature cupboard

shown in full.
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After spending six years carefully setting small creations to the side Erzsébet
Bodzas has finally finished her twelfth scale pantry cupboard

T 1 rzsébet has spent the
= last ten years making
A1 miniatures, first as a
hobby and now full time as a
miniatures business owner.
She left her job as a land-
scape architect and started
her business so she could
have more flexibility while
raising her children.

After spending six years
putting aside special hand-
made miniature pieces,
Erzsébet had finally col-
lected enough items to fill
her twelfth scale pantry
cupboard display.

The foods were all made
from polymer clay and the
pots and plate were made
from air dry clay. The cup-
board its self was construct-
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ed using wood as were the
trays. In fact this little cup-
board was made to replicate
the one her grandmother
had in her pantry.

“Everything is my own
work in the scene. I'm a
perfectionist. Everything
has to be just the same as I
envision it. Since it would be
impossible to find the right
accessories in the market,

[ have to make everything
myself”’

A well stocked pantry
cupboard has to be filled
with a the mixture of various
food related items, vegeta-
bles and fruits, preserves
and meat products, old pots
and pans, and rusty kitchen
tools. This artist added so

much beautiful contrast and
texture that no doubt made
it a special piece.

The containers for the pre-
serves are capacitors (elec-
trical components) that she
painted and then sprayed
over with a few layers of
gloss varnish. She found this
idea online after reading a
Russian blogger’s post.

With every project Er-
zsébet loves the challenge
of learning something new.
Making the garlic braid was
something that took her a
few tries to get just right.
“My previous tries weren't
very satisfying, The final
version included multiple
baking and at attaching
some paper stalks. It was

very time consuming but

[ have to admit the final
results were worth the time
involved and it was a great
victory once completed.’

Once all the components
were completed it was time
for the best part — the mov-
ing in. Erzsébet felt it was a
well-deserved reward after
all her weeks of hard work.
She even spent some extra
time playing with the minia-
ture pieces before the final
arrangement was decided
upon.

Erzsebet plans to keep
her focus on still life scenes
and will soon be making
them, not only for miniature
collectors, but also for a
wider audience.




MAKE A MOROCCAN STYLE CABINET

BY MICHELLE EMBLETON THOMPSON

You will need

Balsa and coffee
stirrers

4 wooden pushpins

4 spherical beads
and 4 smaller spheri-
cal beads

A decorative grille
(here I've used the lid
from a small square
trinket box and its
dimensions are 6.5 x
6.5cm)

Metallic sticky em-
bellishments

Printed tiles (here
['ve used the freebies
from an earlier issue
of DHW)

Tacky glue, super-
glue,

Emery board

Black acrylic paint
and black sharpie

Spray varnish or
clear nail polish

Sharp craft knife,
straight edge and a
mitre trim cutting tool

Latex gloves

Cut 2 pieces of balsa
(11.5 x 7.5cm) for the front
and back panels.

Cut 2 pieces of balsa
(11.5 x 5cm) for the side
panels.

Cut 1 piece of balsa (7.5
x 5cm) for the top.

Cut the following lengths
of coffee stirrer: 6 of 5¢cm,
4 of 11.5cm. 2 of 7.5cm
and 2 of 3.5cm.

Using the mitre tool, cut
the ends of the stirrers at a
45 degree angle.

Using the emery board
sand off all cut edges on
balsa and coffee stirrer
pleces.

Ensure your coffee
stirrer pieces sit nicely
together on the sides and
top of the box.

Cut three sections of
the tile to fit the two larger
side panels and the top
panel created by the stir-
rers

As my grille had an
0.5cm internal lip on its
rear side, I measured the
centre of the front panel
and I cut out a 6cm x 6cm
aperture in the front panel
so the grill would be flush
when fitted

Carefully glue the balsa
pieces together ensur-
Ing sides are straight and

parallel.

Once the sides are dry
glue on the top panel.
Once the box shape is
firm add the coffee stirrer;
trim and glue into place.

Once dry, place your
metallic stickers into the
panels you have created
on the sides and add stick-
ers in the top section on
the front. Paint everything
black. Whilst the paint is
almost dry, wearing latex
gloves, carefully rub over
the embellishment areas
to remove some of the
paint and let the embel-
lishment shine through.
Once the paint is dry glue
the tile pieces into place.

For the feet, colour the
four wooden pushpins
with a black Sharpie. Add
a dot of super glue to the
pin and push them into
four corners on the bottom
of the cabinet.

Once all glues are dry
give the entire piece a
coat of varnish and leave

to dry.

Super glue the four
smaller spherical beads
to each of the four larger
beads.

Once all items are dry
super glue each bead
cluster to each of the top
four corners.

Add tacky glue along
all inner lip edges of the
grille and a dot of super
glue in the corners. Clue
the grille in place over the
aperture and leave to dry.
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Frankenstein cake was
an experiment in clay

Auralea admits to being a novice with polymer clay, but
that didn’t stop her having fun with this cake and ending

up with a monster mini

BY AURALEA KRIEGER

¥ have been wanting to make a fun
Halloween cake for some time and
finally was able to do it. After think-
ing about my Frankenstein cake
[ thought he would be more fun with
a square head! I am a beginner with
polymer and still learning each time.
[ encourage you to try this and have
fun!

Step 1. First, line up two pieces of
wood that are the thickness you want
each cake level to be and the width of
your cutter.

You will need

Polymer clay - white, green,
brown, and black

Liquid polymer

Square cutter

Roller

Craft knife

Scrap wood

Needle tool and an old tooth-
brush

Plastic cup

Small spatula

Small circle cutter

Toothpick

Bake and Bond

Matt varnish
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Step 2. Then roll out some brown poly-
mer clay inside of the wood strips and
cut out your cakes. I cut three of them.

Step 3. mixed in some yellow with
my green polymer clay to get it a little
brighter. After all, Frank does have a
glowing personality.

Step 4. Next, roll out the green clay
nto a log shape with your hand and

then with a roller to about 1/16” thick
and cut two of those with the same cut-
ter you used to cut the brown. Be sure
to clean any brown clay off of it first!

Step 5. Stack the brown and green
pleces up making sure they are even
and straight as you go.

Step 6. Now roll out the green clay to
alonger log again with your hand and
then with a roller to about 1/16" thick.
Lay your cake on it and cut the height
from top to bottom.



Step 7. Lay your cake above it and roll
it to determine how long of a piece you
will need to wrap the cake. Trim the
plece of green clay.

Step 8. Start wrapping it on one side
and then all the way around. [ pressed
it from two sides at a time with flat
pleces of hard plastic to get it firm.

Step 9. Carefully cut a slice out of the

¥ MINT MAKES

cake with your craft knife.

Step 10. Make some texture with a
needle tool and an old toothbrush. I
made the mistake of not zooming in on
my photo to check my texture before
baking it. So do that with your phone
or use a magnifier to be sure it is tex-
tured enough.

Step 11. Give the green icing in the
middle some texture as well.

Step 12.1 save my yogurt cups for just
this sort of thing. Find a cup you can
throw away after we are finished. Roll
some black polymer very thin and
break off pieces and put it in the cup.
Then squeeze some liquid polymer
on it.

Step 13. Work it with a small spatula. I
used a manicure tool.

Step 14.1 added some black pastel
shavings to make sure the clay was
very black.

Step 15. When it gets to the consist-
ency of icing put it on the top and
down the sides like his hair would be.
Don't forget to add some to your cake
slice too.

Step 16. Bake both the cake and the
cake slice according to the manufac-
turer’s instructions. Let it cool.

o \ a

Step 17. Find something to cut out the
white clay for the eyes. [ used a small
glass. [ had pen caps but they were

a tad too big. If the clay gets stuck in
the glass use your blade tip to get it
out. Don't worry if you end up denting
them in a small section.

If your cake
looks anything
like this version
of Frankenstein
you deserve a
place on Bake
Off.

Photo: Wikicommons

DOLLS HOUSE WORLD 49



00 00 0000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
L] L]
L] L]
L] L]
¢ FIND DOLL'S HOUSE AND MINIATURE MAKERS IN THE ETSY ONLINE STORE .
. .
L] L]
L] L]
L] L]
L] L]
L] L]
L] L]
L] L]
. Etsy | | ; I ﬁ Etsy :
E HomepetiteHome Polly’s Pantry E
: Quality handmade dollshouse miniatures 1/12th scale handmade dolls house miniature food :
. - » HomepetiteHome.Ssy.CO0M e ™ > pollyspantryminifood.etsy.com :
L] L]
L] L]
: Aurearte Miniatures Ribbonwood Cottage :
: Unique handpainted dollhouse miniatures Lovely and delightful miniature designs :
M > www.etsy.com/shop/Aurearte » ribbonwoodcottage.etsy.com M
T :
L] L]
M Green Gypsies TinytownMiniatures M
. Unique mini home decor pieces Magical handmade & artisan OOAK miniatures .
. > greengypsies.etsy.com > TinytownMiniatures.etsy.com .
oo SO .
L] L]
. SeasideMiniatures Fredona’s Miniature Dreams .
. For all your miniature holidays Handmade 1/12th scale Doll’s House Food .
. > seasideminiatures.etsy.com > FredonasMiniDreams.etsy.com .
. Scale Model DIY Paganmoonminiatures .
. High quality Laser Cut 1/48th & 1/144th scale dolls houses 1:12 OOAK witch & gothic inspired miniatures & more .
. > ScaleModelDIY.etsy.com » Paganmoonminiatures.etsy.com .
. MerrickMiniatures Sharons Mini Knits .
. Specialising in 1:12 scale imitation taxidermy, domes & curios. SharonsMiniKnits.etsy.com .
. . .. A, °
. » MerrickMiniatures.etsy.com www.sharonsminiknits.co.uk .
: ........................................................................................................................... [N sharonsminiknits. co.uk :
o . S eceeeoeseeeees o
. Golightly M1n1atqres ) o GET LISTED: If you have an Etsy store, make sure you're .
o 1:12 scale French style, heirloom quality miniatures . . . . o
. GolightlvMiniat t reaching thousands of miniaturists around the world with o
L] L]
. N > gy Y Inatures. elsy oM an advert in DHW's Etsy Shop Directory. It costs as little :
L] L]
o It's a Mini 1d as £14.99 a month. Call Maria on + 44 (0) 7730 622416 or .
L] = L]
. e T g t’s a Miniature wor email maria@ashdown.co.uk to find out more. .
M S B /12 scale handmade Dolls House accessories ;
: s ) itsaminiatureworldl.etsy.com \ .
O “«> FIND BEAUTIFUL -
L]

: SugarCharmShop HANDMADE TINY
: Handmade 1:12th scale dollshouse miniatures. "THINGS ONLINE
. » SugarCharmShop.etsy.com ; \O’f
: JDayMinis ’ o

. 1:48 Laser cut kits, lace & 1:12 kits

. > etsy.com/ca/shop/jdayminis

. FrogmortonStudios

. COriginal Dollhouse Castings & Technicque Book by Rik Pierce

. » FrogmortonStudios.etsy.com

i ]
L] L]
L]

5[] DOLLS HOUSE WORLD



Step 18. Now cut the tops off of the
circles, a little less than half the circle.
If you did leave a dent in them you will
be cutting off that particular section.

b

Step 19.Roll up a tiny piece of black
clay and press it flat into a circle for the
pupil. Cut the tips off of those as well.

Keable adhesive
35 oven-'r.-nkegq
; Tt convenantath
- adhésif convenamtt
I peurl'a!g‘.'.e se:’_na_h}m

adhesivo par

arcilla horned i

Step 20. Use a toothpick to put a tiny
spot of Bake and Bond where the eyes
will go and press them down gently.
Now do the same with the pupils.

A

Step 24.Roll a green ball, press down
with your finger, and cut in half with
your knife.

| B IV

»

Step 25. Put a spot of Bake and Bond
on both sides of his head where is ears
will go and put them on.

Step 26. For the bolts I mixed black
with a tiny amount of white, made a
small ball and put a spot of Bake and
Bond where [ wanted the bolt and
placed the ball there on both sides.

Step 21. Roll out some black for his
eyebrow. Trim it to the correct length,
put a tiny bit of Bake and Bond down
and press it on over his eyes.

Step 22. Roll out a very thin piece of
black and shape it for his mouth. For
this I just held it and used a toothpick
to dab on some Bake and Bond then
pressed it on the head.

Step 23. Put a spot of Bake and Bond
on his cheek and place tiny rolled
pleces there for the stitches.

Step 27. Then I cut two tiny squares

and put a spot of Bake and Bond on the

grey balls and adhered the square to
them.

Step 28. Bake again according to the
manufacturer’s instructions. Let cool.

Step 29. [ covered the cake icing with
satin varnish but it was too shiny so [
painted the entire outside with matt
varnish. Don't paint the actual cake
inside. Let dry.

If you like you can also make a knife
from card stock by cutting the blade
out from silver card stock then glue
two small pieces of black card togeth-
er. Cut each of those to be the shape of
handles and glue them on either side
of the back of the silver card. Colour
the edges black with a marker and
add two silver dots on the handle.

[ traced around my cake cutter and
added about 1/8" and cut it out for the
cake board.

Isn’'t he handsome? Just perfect for a
miniature Halloween party!

While you are creating be sure to
play some spooky music, eat a bag of
sweets and serve up some Halloween
fun!
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Snowcase Kitchen I8
a baker's delight

Roxanne Fern has a flair for creating scenes that make
you want to get to baking in the kitchen. Take a look
at the scene she uses to show off her minis

BY PAM NORTH

ieting miniatur- | T ss  crocheted blankets, deco-

ists better have

resolves of steel

before being
faced with Roxanne
Fern's miniature kitchen
vignette. Everything
about it is centred
around the world of food, |
and tiny, delicious-look-
ing baked pies, cookies, |&+
and candies are partof * -
the montage of items that she has so
skilfully made, collected, and mixed
together. The artist recreates kitchen
and baking-themed miniatures in all
scales, focusing mainly on twelfth and
1:6 scales.

She started making miniatures in
2006, and opened her Etsy shop, turn-
ing the endeavour into a full-time job
in 2010. Initially, she was fascinated by
miniature sculpted babies, and wanted
to try her hand at them, but soon she
branched out into miniature clothing,
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rated cribs, and accessories
(even adorable tiny dum-
mies), for the babies.

Her journey into min-
latures soon turned into a
full-time occupation, and
she dedicates all of her
| time designing and building
miniatures. “Ilove what I do,”
she said happily, “and I enjoy
' every moment of the process
that allows my passion to come across
to others. I am excited every time I get
an idea or inspiration to create some-
thing in miniature, and seeing a fin-
ished product gives me a great sense
of joy and pride in my work.’

Combining home life and miniature
making can be challenging, but for
Roxanne they blend together just fine.
Her family fully supports her, and her
young children think it's wonderful,
and love helping her come up with
new ideas. She can make miniatures
mn her home studio and concentrate
on filling orders in the daytime while

Hbove: Roxanne has an extensive
collection of metal moulds.

Left: Each piece shows a wonderful
attention to detail.

Hbove right: Two circus cakes are
ready to go on display.

Iight: Each nook on this shelf is filled
with mini magic. Mixers, blenders, straws,
and books all add something special to
this miniature scene.

il

il

il
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adding little things here and there to
make it look as it does today.

“I started working on it about three
years ago, after I built the baker’s table
from scratch, along with the tall cabinet
that sits next to it displaying all of my
favourite kitchen accessories. Next
was the vintage plate rack that holds
all my mini pots, pans, and baking es-
sentials. Then I made the display shelf
to showcase my vintage ice cream
containers, and slowly it all has come
together beautifully as the mini kitchen
of my dreams.”

Materials used were: wood for the
furniture pieces, photo card stock,
plastic, paint, glue, polymer clay, and
printed fabric. “The cookies and do-
nuts were made by a dear and talented
friend of mine, Catherine Parsons from
SweetPetite-Shoppe. [ love the poly-
mer clay miniatures she creates, and
they always work so harmoniously in
my kitchen and baking scenes.

Roxanne said: “The cakes, wooden
pleces, and other accessories were
handmade by me. There are a few
plastic and metal pots/ pans and
kitchen tools that were purchased and
customised by me as well. A personal

her children are in school, then work in
the evening once the kids are in bed.
“I work best in a peaceful and quiet
environment,’ she explained.

She finds inspiration everywhere:
real life, television, magazines, and
soclal media sites such as Pinterest. “'I
love dreaming up new miniatures to
create that are fun, sweet, perhaps a
bit vintage, retro, or shabby chic and
unexpected.”

One of Roxanne's projects, a kitchen
scene, is part of her personal collec-
tion, and includes some of her favour-
ite miniature baking items. She set it
up as a background for photograph-
ing the constantly evolving selection
of kitchen minis that she makes. “It is
somewhat of a miniature replica of how ‘
my real-life kitchen is coming along, [
and includes many of the vintage and
kitschy items I have collected and have
displayed in my ‘bakery-style’ kitchen.
It makes me happy to have it set up
In my workspace, and I constantly am

MOORE
BULK

STREWLERLY

caar HIEINE
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favourite for me are the holiday sprin-
Kle bottles that I've recently created.

“I spent many hours sculpting each
teeny tiny bottle out of polymer clay,
making sure to create enough colours
that I could mix and match to create a
fun assortment. The glass bottles were
sealed, given hand-painted tops and
placed in the wood rack [ had made
for displaying them. It was very time-
consuming, but well worth it. It's a mini
replica of the real one [ have in my
own kitchen. I also loved recreating all
of the vintage ice cream containers in
miniature, with all their soft and pretty
colours.”

Self-taught, Roxanne swears by a
good pair of sharp scissors as her
most valuable tool for cutting the pa-
per and card stock she uses so much
in her work. Realism is paramount in
her endeavour, and inspiration comes
easily to her, from real life, television,
magazines, and social media sites
such as Pinterest.”

Miniature heart-themed desserts
are a great way to bake with love on
Valentine’s day.

wr Al
“Seeing a finished product gives me a great
sense of joy and pride in my work.”
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Pumpkin bread’s perfect

e MINT MAKES

[0 make for autumn

Here’s an idea for a seasonal recipe using polymer clay,
but the fun starts when you decide how you’re going

to display your bread

BY GALL TAYLOR GISMONDI

¥ t's harvest time and pumpkins are
everywhere. So let’s take out the
baking supplies and get to work.
Our family loves the taste of warm
pumpkin bread and so will your minia-
ture family.

Step 1. Mix 1 strip each of pumpkin
and Burnt Umber clay. Add in 1/12
strip of translucent clay. Roll and blend
thoroughly.

You will need
Polymer clay: Burnt umber,
pumpkin, translucent, and white
Licuid Polymer clay
2 loaf tins or a muffin tin
Mixing bowl (ceramic or metal)
E-6000 glue
Coffee stirrers
Clay machine or roller
Ceramic tile
Foam mat or heavy paper
Clay oven or toaster oven
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Step 2. Add a bit of liquid clay to the
blend on your ceramic tile. Use a cof-
fee stirrer to swirl the clays.

Step 3. Add a little bit at a time into
your mixing bowl with a stirrer. Place a
spoon or spatula in the bowl.

Step 4. Next, bake your filled bowl
according to the clay package instruc-
tions.

Step 5. To make the eggs, take one
strip of white clay and mix with 1/4
strip of translucent clay. Then roll small
pleces into an egg shape and bake.

Display your pieces on a wood prep
board or table. Add more accessories
as you desire. The fun of this project is
trying different arrangements! Your au-
tumn baking will make a holiday scene
come to life.

Contact Gail with any questions at
etsy.com/shop/kensingtonminiatures




Keep the chills away with this smart pattern for a lady’s
cardigan by Roz Walters. The perfect mini project to
keep you busy as the chilly evenings arrive

BYROI WALTERS

his is such a lovely little sweater

to have as part of your miniature

collection. You can make it in any

colour you wish. Add a collar for a
more finished look and then slip it onto
your twelfth scale doll or stage it in
your miniature room scene. Either way
it will be a great addition!

Working back and fronts in one
plece to armholes make 41 ch. 1 dc
into the second ch from hook, 1 dc in
each chto end, 1 ch, turn. (40 dc plus
the turning ch)

Next row: Miss the first st, 1 dcin
next and every st to the end of the row,
1 dcin the turning ch, 1 ch, turn.

Foundation row: 1 tr into the first st,
* miss the next dc, (1 dc, 1 tr) into the
next dc; rep from * to the last 2 sts, 1 dc

You will need
1 ply yarn, approx 50 metres
1.25 steel crochet hook

Abbreviations:

ch = chain

dc = double crochet
st(s) = stitch(es)
cont = continue
beg = beginning .
tr = treble

Inc = increase
rem = remaining
rep = repeat

sl st = slip stitch
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in the top of the turning ch, 1 ch, turn.

Pattern row: 1 tr in the first st, * miss
the next tr, (1 dc, 1 tr) into the next dc;
rep from * to last 2 sts, miss the next tr,
1 dc into the top of the turning ch, 1 ch,
turn.

Repeat the pattern row 12 times
more, or until the length required.

1 tr into the first st, * miss the next tr,
(1 dc, 1 tr) into the next dc; rep from *
3 fimes more, miss the next tr, 1 dc into
the next dc, 1 ch, turn. Work 8 more
rows in pattern for the front.

Next row: 1 tr in the first st, * miss
the next tr, (1 dc, 1 tr) into the next dc,
rep from * once more, miss the next tr,
1 dc into the next dc.

Work 1 more row. Fasten off.

Return to the main piece, miss the
first tr, rejoin the yarn to the next dc
with a sl st, 1 ch, 1 tr into the same st,

* miss the next tr, (1 dc, 1 tr) into the
next dc; rep from * 6 times more, miss
the next tr, 1 dc into the next dc, 1 ch,
turn. Work 10 more rows in the pattern.
Fasten off.

Second front: Return to the main
piece, miss the next tr, rejoin the yarn
to the next dc with a sl st, 1 tr into the
same st, * miss the next tr, (1 dc, 1 tr)
into the next dc; rep from * to the last 2
sts, miss the next tr, 1 dc into the top of
the turning ch, 1 ch, turn.

Work 9 more rows in the pattern.
Next row: 1 tr in the first st, * miss
the nexttr, (1 dc, 1 tr) into the next dc,

rep from * once more, miss the next

tr, 1 dc into the next dc.
Work 1 more row. Fasten
off.

B g

continued on P56.
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continued from P55,

Work two: Starting at the cuff work
12 ch. 1 dc into the second ch from

hook, 1 dcin each chto end, 1 ch, turn.

(11 dc plus the turning ch) Work 2
rows in dc as on the main piece.

Increase row: 1 dc in the first st
(first inc made), 2 dc in each dc across
the row, 1 dc in the turning ch, 1 ch,
turn. (22 dc plus the turning ch)

Work the foundation row as on the
main piece. Work 20 rows in pattern,
or to length required. Fasten off.

Sew up the shoulder seams and the
sleeve seams. Set each sleeve into the
armhole and sew in.

(Optional): With the right side fac-
ing, miss the first st at the right neck
edge, rejoin the yarn to the next st with
aslst, 1 ch. Work approx 30 dc across
the neck edge, ending 1 st from the
left edge, 1 ch, turn. Work 1 row 1n dc,
ending the row with 1 dc into the turn-
ingch, 1 ch, turn.

Increase row: | dc into the first st
(inc made), dc to the end, 1 dc into the
turning ch, 1 ch, turn. Rep the inc row
three times more.

Please note, only one increase is
made on each row at the beginning.
Fasten off. With the right side facing
rejoin the yarn to the left front with a sl
st, 1 ch. Work in dc down the left front,
across the bottom, and up the right
front, remembering to work 2 dc into
both bottom corners, 1 ch, turn. Work
1 more row in dc. Fasten off. Sew in all
ends, sew on mini buttons or beads.

If you wish to make the same cardi-
gan without the collar work as follows:
With the wrong side facing, rejoin the
yarn to the corner of the neck with a
slst, 1 ch, 2 dc into the same st. Work
in dc across the neck edge, working
three dc at the second corner. Work
down the first front, across the bottom,
and up the second front, working three
dc at each bottom corner, sl st to join.

Next row: 1 ch, 2 dc into the same
corner st, work 1 dc into each dc,
working three dc into the corner st, sl
st to join. Fasten off.

Admire your new mini sweater!
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Quick strtch tricks for
a plllow and throw

Debbie takes us step-by-step through a simplified way
of making a pumpkin-themed pillow and throw for an

autumn display

BY DEBBIE BOOTH

B will be sharing a very simple Hal-

loween pillow and throw tutorial

with you. As a life-long quilter, [

have learned to make shortcuts in
making miniature pillows, throws, and
linens to avoid bulk. Bulk can make a
quilt look like a hot pad for your kitch-
en instead of a beautiful quilt for your
doll's house! Normally appliquéing a
design to a throw or pillow requires
several steps. We are not ignoring
those steps, but simplifying the pro-
cess In making the pillow and throw.

Pumpkin pillow

Step 1. For one pillow, cut 2 squares
thatare 2" x 2”. Cut 1 oval pumpkin
shape for the pumpkin.

You will need

Black cotton material

Orange or rust material

4" of 1/4” wide ribbon

Batting

Needle and thread or sewing
machine

Scissors

Ruler

Step 2. Place the oval pumpkin shape
in the centre of the square. Before pin-
ning, cut ribbon length to 1”. Fold the
ribbon in half and slip it under the top
of the pumpkin fabric so just enough
sticks out to look like a pumpkin stem.
See photo. Pumpkin may need to be
moved down a little bit to fit in the rib-
bon. Keep in mind while sewing, a 1/4”
seam allowance will be used. So be
sure the ribbon is lower than the seam
allowance.



Step 3. Pin the pumpkin and ribbon in
place. With the sewing machine, using
a straight stitch, sew near the edge of
the pumpkin which is called top stitch-
ing.

The inside of the pumpkin is also
stitched by sewing a continuous
rounded stitch. The top stitching also
sews the ribbon in place. There is no
need to tack it down, unless desired.
Trim threads and remove pins.

Step 4. Place the pillow backing face
down onto the pumpkin (right sides
together) and pin the squares together.
Sew around three sides and leave the
fourth side open. Remove pins and
trim the threads. Turn it right-side-out.
Work on the corners to square them
up. Fill with a tiny bit of stuffing, and
sew the pillow closed.

Throw
Step 8. Cut a piece of black fabric to 3
1727 x71/2".

Step 6. Using the same pumpkin
shape, cut 1 oval pumpkin shape out.

Step 7. About 1" away from the edges,
pin the pumpkin in place near the right
bottom corner. Cut a small 1" length of
ribbon. Fold ribbon in half and slip un-
der the top edge of the pumpkin. The
pumpkin needs to be far enough away
from the edge that the sewing (seam
allowance) has room without catching
the edge of the pumpkin.

Step 8. Sew around the pumpkin, top
stitching 1t around the edges. This

will sew the ribbon in place as well.
Once the pumpkin has been sewn,
trim threads and remove pins. Fold the
fabric of the throw in half. Pin together
(right sides together) and sew around
the throw using 1/4” seam allowance
and leave a 2" section open. Trim
threads.

Step 9. Turn the throw right-side-out.
Square up the corners. Fold in the
opening 1/4” be sure it is square and
pin together.

Step 10. Spritz with water and drape
over a mini chair, couch, or bed. Add
your pillow and voila, a fun and deco-
rative miniature Halloween vignette
has been created!
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Victoria brings her
fantasies to life

Russian maker Victoria Shaparina creates her own 1/24th
scale fairy tales in a romantically haunting style and tiny
details are a hallmark of her work

¥ MEET THE MAKER

BY PAM NORTH. PHOTOGRAPHS BY OLGA KINDINOVA

ike many other self-taught art-

ists, Victoria Shaparina’s interest

began in her childhood from

her fascination with fairy tales.
The books depicting dark forests and
quaint cottages provided the back-
drop for Victoria’s own Imagination in
conjuring up images of fantasy char
acters in folklore: wizards, vampires,
werewolves.

These magical beings inspired her to
write short stories and make drawings
to capture their make-believe essence
into her own reality, and eventually the
miniature world became the venue for
recreating the elements of her fascina-
tion for mysteries, haunted houses,
haute couture and history, all coming
together for her as a dream job.

The catalyst for her entrance into
creativity and self-expression was by
chance; it started with a friend’s gift to
her eight years ago — a polymer clay
pendant that her friend had made. It
was the spark that touched off her own
creativity. Victoria decided to try work-
Ing in the same material, although her
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first effort, a green-skinned vampire,
was baked in the oven at too high a
temperature, resulting in a burnt offer-
Ing, so to speak.

Refusing to be discouraged, she
prevailed, and her practice efforts
ultimately yielded success. Internet
doll-making tutorials aided in the
development of her expertise, and her
Initial primitive figures evolved into
dolls, which, of course, needed acces-
sories and then their own environment,
and so a doll's house demanded to be
created. A Victorian haunted mansion
became a reality, requiring almost six
months to complete. It had two in-
habitants: Joachim, a young man, and
Adelina, a ghost. The story Victoria
devised as a backdrop had Joachim
purchasing an old house to refurbish it
to live in with his future wife.

A ghost intervened with his plan,
however, haunting his everyday life.
The concept intrigued her, fuelling
her ideas as to what elements should
surround her imaginary characters.
The house primarily was of cardboard,
wood, and papiermaché, the last be-

coming her favourite and an indispen-
sable material for constructing minia-
ture components, such as trees, stones,
grounds, and ornaments.

A resident of Ryazan, Russia, Victoria
now expresses herself in 1/24th scale
dolls, houses, and furniture just for the
creatures that dwell in her imagination.
It's important for her to make every-
thing herself, with the exception of
LED lighting, which she leaves to her
brother to install. The creativity pro-
cess gives her great enjoyment.

She loves the detail work, such as
things like a mouse under a door,
or a handprint on a wall, which are
hallmarks of her work. What she likes
most about miniatures is the constant
development, experimenting with new
techniques, materials, and forms, and
she keeps evolving to more complex
projects. “I never get bored,” she said.
She depicts her workplace as more
of a storage area, with large bags and
boxes of paints, fabrics, leathers, and
other materials. “The quantity in it is
constantly growing. Sometimes it's
hard to believe [ need such a great
amount of materials to make such
small things!”

Her tools are quite simple; she es-
pecially likes toothpicks for sculpting,
carving, and gluing, and also prefers
using silicone brushes. Inspiration
comes from many sources, such as
books, phrases, a song, or a picture.
“While I'm working, time flies for me. It
seems to me that ['ve just begun work-



Above centre: Beauty and the beast are

out for a stroll in the gardens.

EAbove far right: A beautiful ghost doll
floating in the forest.

Right: Joachim purchases an old house and
is visited by a beautiful ghost, Adelina.
Below right: The house in a swamp inspired
from her childhood.

ing, but then it’s already time to have
supper, and [ haven't even cooked it
yet! I'm thankful for my boyfriend who
can do it for me. Maybe dark aesthetic
is not what he appreciates much, but
he has supported me from the very
start of my artistic career.”

Technically she is not a collector of
miniatures, preferring instead that her
creatures go to loving homes. She did
attempt to make a doll for herself a
few years ago; it was Joker, a character
from Japanese manga, Black Butler.

“I was greatly impressed by his sad
story,” she explained. “The doll looks a
bit simple in comparison with the dolls
[ make now, but I still love him and
would never part with him”

She has made a second doll’s
house that reminds her of an image
she liked as a child — a small old hut
in a swampy forest. Her interpretation
of that image includes a young witch
named Letty, who resides there with
her pets and magical creatures.

The hut's materials include card-
board, wood, and papier-mache, and
she used a glazing resin to simulate
water. She is working now on a vam-

pire castle, having long been fasci-
nated with Gothic architecture and
classical, aristocratic vampires who
wear dark cloaks and sleep in coffins.
The castle has several inhabitants,

each with its own story and personality.
She intends to have it completed next
year, and considers it to be the most
challenging project she has attempted
so far.
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Turn twigs into
a [ustic bench

This little bench is fun to make and will fit
perfectly into any outdoor scene — surround it
with fallen leaves for Halloween or bonfire night

BY KETTH WALKER

ow that autumn is
almost here, there has
never been a better
time to get into the
garden and trim those trees
and hedges. Not only does
this check the box for tidy-
Ing up, it also gives you the

You will need

Fret pins 15mm long
(x12)

White glue

Sharp knife

Wood stain or var-
nish

Cutting list:

a - 8mm dia x 50

b - 10mm dia x 50

¢ - 8mm dia x 25

d - 5mm dia x 35

e - 8mm dia x 50

f- 8mm or 10mm dia
x 100

g - 5mm x Smm x Smm
x 45

h - 5mm x 5mm x
40mm
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chance to use the cuttings to
make a rustic miniature seat;
recycling at its best.

The cuttings [ used were
from my damson tree, but
almost any species of round
twigs 8-12mm in diameter
will do.

As the design of this chair
is rustic, it is quite forgiv-
ing to make. You might like
to consider it as part of a
scene for autumn, or for
bonfire night.

Step 1. Cut out all the pieces
(a, b, ¢, d) for the two ends
of the bench. Cut a slight an-
gle on the two (d) sections.

Step 2. Make a flat on one
side of (a) that will fit to the
top of (a) and (e). Using
two fret pins, pin the angle

—— -

pieces (d) to the back and
front legs.

Step 5. Next, tack the seat
supports into position.

Step 3. Pin the top (a) to the
legs, also the bottom cross
piece (c¢), which should
now look like the one in the
photo.

Step 6. From about 10mm in
from the seat support back
edge, angle the back sup-
port to the top corner of the
arm rest back, as shown in
e R 0T O RS the photo.
Step 4. Split some wood to
give a size about 5 x 5mm
to make the seat and back
supports (g and h).

Step 7. Carefully cut out
small flats on each end of
the seat laths.

TOPTIP

: Pre drill the holes for the
fret pins using a 0.8-1lmm

: drill bit. This will help to

: stop the wood from splitting.



Step 8. Don't forget to pre

drill the hole for the fret
pins. Note that the front lath
is pinned from the side to
reduce the risk of splitting
the seat support.

Fallen leaves are not
something miniaturists
appear to include in their
settings very often. Why
is that? Unlike our full size
lives, where we get what we
are given, in miniatures you
can add as few or as many
leaves to your project as you
like. Think of it as seasoning
to taste.

Far from being untidy, or
a reminder of chores to be
done, fallen leaves can add
a realistic detail that oth-
ers will kick themselves for
forgetting.

If you want to make realis-
tic leaves, look to nature first.
See what shapes, colours
and textures you can find
and look for the places that
leaves collect. Then when
you know what you want to
achieve and you are ready
to start, arm yourself with
a selection of leaf punches
from a craft shop and gather
up as many suitable colours
and textures of paper that
you can find.

Try everything from

Step 9. Using the fret pins,
set the top back rest into po-
sition first, then the middle
and bottom one.

Step 10. You have now com-
pleted the rustic seat.

It can be left in its natural
wood state, or stained to the
colour of your choice.

envelopes, crepe paper,
wrapping paper, packing
materlal, tissue paper and
craft papers. Use oranges,
browns and yellow for
autumn, along with various
shades of green and mix
them all in together. Air mail
weilght paper is ideal for
“touching up the tips”. Just
apply a thin layer of acrylic
paint to both sides and it will

still droop and curl nicely, as
if it were an old leaf.

To curl standard papers,
drag the face of your scis-
sors along to paper to force
it to curl, holding the paper
between your scissor blade
and your thumb.

Random colours, shapes
and textures will give depth
and movement to your leaf
mountain. Pile them up or
sprinkle them where the
wind normally swirls and
forces them to gather in
corners or by brickwork
and drains.
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Tiny tools are fun
& quick to create

These little tools are quite rustic, which means that they
won’t test your woodworking skills too much - and they’ll
look good in all sorts of scenes

BY AURALEA KRTEGER

Step 4. For the mallet/hammer use a
similar method.

¥ needed some tools for my elf
tree house and luckily they only
needed to be primitive tools so the
steps are easy to follow and the
tools are quick to make.

Primitive hammers

/

Step 2. Sand it so it is semi-smooth.
Perfectly smooth if you want something
more modern.

o N

Step 5. Stain everything in your de-
sired colour.

Primitive axe
: _

Step 3. Cut the end off of the dowel.
Cut a toothpick and sand the end and
glue it into the hole.

Step 1. Start with a wooden dowel.
Mine is about 1/4” in circumference.

Carve the end so it's rounded. Get a You will need Polymer clay
drill bit that is as wide as a toothpick 1/4” wood dowel Crey acrylic paint
and drill a hole in the centre. Craft knife Pencil
Fine sand paper Silver metallic dust
Toothpicks Wire
Wood glue Wire cutters
Wood stain Thick thread
Basswood Hand drill/small drill bit
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Step 6. Draw your handle shape on

a piece of basswood. Carefully trim
around it with a craft knife. Don't press
too hard or you will spit the wood. Take
your time.

Step 7. Once you get the shape carve
the edges gently with the knife to
make it smoother, but still mainly flat.
Sand the edges a little.

Step 8. Use some polymer clay to
shape the blade.You could use left
over clay and paint it or use a medium
grey. Make the wood poke out of the
top of the blade.

[ pressed it on the board in a basic
shape. Then cut away what I didn’t
want. Slide a flat clay blade under it
and flip it over. Shape with the knife
again then carefully pick it up and
shape the blade to have a sharper tip.

Step 9. Once you are happy put it back
down and cut excess clay away from
the handle for the final shape. I kept
one straight but added a point to the
other on the neck of the wood.

Step 10. Bake the polymer clay ac-
cording to the manufacturer’s instruc-
tions, let cool. You can sand the blade
to get it sharper. Paint in a steel grey
acrylic then go in and dry brush a
lighter grey.

Step 11. Stain the handle the colour of
your choice.

Step 12. [ mixed up some silver metal-
lic dust with mat varnish and painted
the shiny blade edge.

Drill
Step 13. Cut a toothpick and round the
edges. Drill a tiny hole in the handle.

[ had two tiny drill bits and decided
to cut one to use but it went flying

when I cut it and got lost in my studio. If

you are going to attempt to cut one do

it In a food bag so it won't {ly away!
Instead, I covered wire with glue

and wrapped thick thread around it

in a spiral fashion. Then I painted it

silver.

Level

Step 14. I cut into a piece of wood and
made a clay handle. Then I painted the
clay to match the wood.

The beeswax candles took a lot
of trial and error to get the colour I
wanted. My browns kept turning the
clay green when baked.

[ ended up using a smaller portion
of translucent, yellow, and a tiny pinch
of the right brown. If any one needs
slime-green candles let me know — I
have a large batch for freel!

Do a little research and come up
with more primitive tool creations. And
if you come up with the perfect clay
mix for beeswax let me know!
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Juli Steel proves that there is a certain romantic beauty to
abandoned items and houses. We discover how she fills
her homes with quirky items rescued from junk yards

bandoned, overgrown,

derelict, and decay-

ing. There'’s something

about deserted houses
at Halloween that discourages
trick-or-treating. These dwell-
Ings certainly lack instant
appeal, but there'’s something
about them that make us lin-
ger as we pass. Does the hair stand up
on the back of your neck? Do you dare
step up on the porch and try the door
knob? Miniaturist Juli hopes you do, for
she has a treat waiting inside.

“I have always preferred to make
the unusual,” Juli confesses.’I find more
enjoyment in the visual feeling it gives
me. Anyone can make a beautiful doll’s
house, but re-purposing old and dis-
carded doll's houses and giving them
new life fulfils me in ways [ cannot
begin to explain.”

Juli has a deep affinity for vintage,
damaged, and abandoned pieces and
parts she discovers in flea markets,
antique shops, and junkyards, and is
an established assemblage artist who
combines both full-size and miniature
items into quirky works of art.

In a tiny studio in her own vintage
home in Fort Worth, Texas, Juli exam-
nes the dozens of articles she has
collected after hours of wandering,
looking, and touching. Pieces that for
whatever reason spoke to her, drawing
her in to someone else’s life and story,
and ultimately sparking her creativity.
These items will fill the rooms and halls
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“}  of her abandoned and time-
forgotten doll's houses.

“I start modifying by add-
ing or removing part of the
home, applying layers of paint
and paper to give the feel-
ing of years of repainting and
decorating a family would
have done over time,’ Juli
explains. “As you stand there, peek-
ing into the corners of each room, you
wonder about who lived there, what
their lives must have been like, why
did they move away and leave the
house standing as it 1s?”

These are not haunted houses so
much as houses haunted with memo-
ries of bygone days, the detritus of
daily living, and ultimate decay. Juli’s
houses are filled with old and worn
antiques that have been touched by
many hands and used until there is no
life left in them. For Juli, these are also
memories of her childhood.

When Juli was growing up there
was no money to buy and furnish the

perfect doll's house like so many of
her friends owned. So she would imag-
ine what she wanted and then would
set out to hunt for materials to make
her own. Her first doll's house made
from repurposed materials became

a class project that earned her an A+.
Self-taught, she retired from a career
in childcare a few years ago to pursue
her dream as an artist.

Combining used structures, paint,
paper, wood, moss, twigs, various
grasses, new and used miniatures, and
various mediums, Juli skilfully weaves
a montage of abandonment. Boarded
up and broken windows, worn floor
boards, peeling wallpaper, fallen plas-
ter, dust, and mouldering belongings
left behind add to the overall look of
and house and things no longer val-

The imaginative aban-
doned twelfth scale doll’s house is full of
mystery.

A closer look at a broken
window.
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The outdoor elements slowly find their way inside.
A small vintage doll adds to the haunting mood
in this house with moody long shadows.
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ued. Her use of natural lighting under-
scores that feeling of abandonment, so
she does not typically add lighting.

Her supplies are not just limited
to doll's house accessories. She may
hand-make furnishings out of items
she finds around her home or during
one of her flea market and thrift store
outings.

“] sometimes create my own panel-
ling, along with previous or unfinished
house supplies I find.”

Admittedly her studio is small but
filled with all the things she loves—
miniatures, old dolls, gifts from loved
ones, and shelves filled with items that
inspire her creativity. A plethora of
supplies are stacked in every avail-
able space. “I really need to get more
organised,” Juli laughs, but then again
her abandoned houses are likewise
strewn so perhaps this is as it should
be.

For Juli, miniatures transport her to a
different place; a magical realm where
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everything is perfect and provides
her with feel good moments; even the
tired, worn, and forgotten. Her family
and friends are amazed at what she

The floors and walls in this house are
aged to perfection.

can create, often turning trash into
treasures. Treasures that will see an-
other life time of use. She never makes
the same thing twice, so each piece or
house is unique.

Active on social media sites from
assemblage art to steam punk, altered
dolls to miniatures, Juli always has sev-
eral items in the works to fill her online
store. Her miniature pieces range from
small apothecary items to large aban-
doned doll’s houses. She even main-
tains a booth at a local antique mall.

As the door shuts behind us, one
feels a little shiver. There are ghost-like
qualities to Juli’s work and as darkness
descends, we feel the urge to quicken
our steps down the worn stairs. And yet
we linger, taking a backward glance at
a home once loved and still loved by
its artist. Look there, in the windows
high abovel! Is that a ghost?
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Use raffia to rolf out d |
corn stalk display

Here’s a quick way to come up with a pretty decorative
display for your house, either inside or outside, this

autumn. Or a harvest festival scene anyone?

BY AURALEA KRIEGER

v Kinfeld needed

some autumnal

decor by the front

door so [ came up
with a quick and easy way
to make dried corn stalks
using what I had on hand.
raffia is very inexpensive
and can be found by the
bag at the craft store.

Step 1. First, cut five bam-
boo skewers to different
heights from 4" to 5"

You will need
Raffia
Scissors
Wood Clue
Skewers
Wood cutters
Toothpick
Thin rope
Watercolour paints
Paint brush
Mini sunflower or
ribbon
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Step 2. Apply wood glue
with a toothpick to the tip of
the skewer and let it get a
little tacky while you com-
plete step 3.

Step 3. Cut a collection of
Raffia strips to 3" long.

Step 4. Apply to both sides
of the skewer top and roll

in-between your finger and
thumb so they are wrapped
around the skewer.

Step 5. Keep doing this
down the stalk with about a
half-inch between each sec-
tion. Leave a half-inch of the
skewer showing at the base.

Step 6. Once dry, start shap-
ing the ‘corn leaves’ so they
roll up and then downwards
from the stalk. Then shred
some of the raffia that is at
the very top of the stalk as
thin as you can.

Step 7. Next, start trimming
the tips of the leaves so they
are the right length and
pointed at the tips. Not all of
the leaves will be thick like
this one. If you like you can
add more once finished.



Step 8.1 covered mine with
some cheap brown water-
colour paints. Apply from
the stalk and up the leaf.
Water down your paint so
it is a wash. Let them dry
about halfway and then
shape again to your liking.

Step 9. Bunch them together
so the corn stalks lean in
different directions. Tie with
a thin string lower than half
way down around the stalks.

Step 10. Go back in and
be sure they are leaning in
somewhat different direc-
tions and shape the leaves.

Step 11. Spray with hair
spray and prop up to dry.

Step 12. Add a sunflower in
the front of the tie or a rib-
bon for extra flair. I couldn'’t
resist adding a few of Kathy
Obrenski’s beautiful pump-
kins for this autumnal scene!
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Quick and easy

Picture your perfect carpet
BY SANDRA HARDING

You will need

Book, magazine
or catalogue with
coloured pages of
carpets, as near
in size to the scale
you want. Or you
can use one that
we've added to the
Cutouts page this
issue (P717)

Piece of card
cut very slightly
smaller than the
picture size. I
used the back of a
cheap, large note-
book from Works,
as it's thicker than
a cereal packet for
Instance. It is better
to use a thicker
one, to raise the
“carpet” a little.

Scissors

Clue (Pritt Stick)
[ used this so that
the paper carpet
picture doesn't
crinkle. Applying
normal glue all
over may not be
successful

Cut from a book

Carefully cut out the
carpet or rug. Jiggle
SCISSOrS as you go, so the
carpet edges aren't exact.
[ couldn't think of a better
word than jiggle, but if the
word doesn't work for you,
I hope you know what I
4 mean.

F} © Cut out a piece of
8 card to just slightly
under the size of

the carpet picture

My carpet pictures are from a lovely twelfth
scale embroidery book by Sue Hawkins. I don't
normally cut up my books, but, as I am never go-
ing to actually do any embroidery, [ couldn't think

of a better use.

you're using

Run Pritt Stick around
the edge of the card

Carefully lay the card on
the back of the carpet pic-
ture leaving a very slight
overlap.

Turn the carpet the right
way up, and very gently
press around the edges,
so the carpet now seems
to be laying flat. Do not
actually fold, just give the
impression that the carpet
1s laying flat.

With the smaller rug, I
cut the card to the edge
of the actual carpet, not
under the tassel, so the
tassel droops nicely.

Place it in its setting.
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Gastle pays tribute
[0 Dracula legend

Each interior represents a scene from Bram Stoker’s classic
novel as one maker delights in re-creating weird scenes and
unexpected moments you just can’t explain

ram Stoker's classic Gothic
horror tale begins with English
clerk Jonathan Harker, enroute
to Transylvania to secure the
purchase of a London property at the
behest of a Romanian count named
Dracula. As Harker travels through the
Carpathians on his way to Dracula’s
castle, the superstitious villagers
and fellow travellers warn him not to
continue. Following a harried carriage
ride through frightful landscapes, his
arrival at a dark, mouldering castle fills
him with foreboding.

“As I envisioned my diorama, my
Intention was to include several scenes
that lend themselves well to illustration
and imagination,’ explains artist Erik
Goddard, the master of the miniature
dark side. “1 toyed with the idea of
building this as several different stand
alone scenes, but it didn't really gel
with me. Instead I chose a dark, decay-
ing, and unwelcoming castle.”

When Bram Stoker’s novel came
out in 1897, it introduced the world to
Count Dracula, establishing many of
the legends and conventions associ-
ated with vampires today. It was a story
of romance, sexuality, and supernatural
horror; subjects that titillated the Vic-
torian public. “Gothic and contempo-
rary at the same time, the narrative is
written as entry-style journals, and the
narrative is very effective at conveying
the story and plotline,” says Erik. The
story is dark and macabre, which is
right up Erik’s alley.
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“The part of the story that most in-
terests me 1s the journey to the castle,
the interaction there between Harker
and the Count, and Harker falling
victim to Dracula and the realisation he
is trapped in the castle. Once Dracula
departs for London, leaving Harker
locked up with the Count'’s three
female brides, the rest of the story is a
little less interesting to me.”

Erik’s approach to miniature vi-
gnettes features uncluttered interiors
and exteriors that are realistically
proportional, structures that have stood
the test of time and exposure to the
elements. “I'm not interested in using
items that don't play a central role in
the story,” Erik explains. Well aware not
everyone appreciates this approach,

for those who do, his structures of-
fer “real world” aesthetics difficult

to achieve in miniature without time,
skill, and lots of practice. This leaves
room for potential customers to fill the
spaces as they choose.

Unlike many other doll’s house or
room box artists who confine their
work to a particular genre, Erik de-
scribes his work as "all over the
board.” Traditional to classic, modern
to contemporary, classic Japanese to
tree houses, classic horror tales by
Poe and Stoker, murder mysteries, and
supernatural horror are all fodder for
his imagination.

“I'm not particularly interested in
vampire stories per se,’ Erik con-
fesses. "I just think the original novel,
and the various cinematic versions that
followed, have provided great material
for interpretation. I'm just as interested
in other tales of the night: ghosts, ap-
paritions, exorcisms, and supernatural
tales from around the world. Anything
that causes an unexpected reaction or
surprise; a thing out of the blue hap-
pening at an unexpected moment; and
weird things that you just can't explain.
That is the theme I love.”

There have been numerous inter-
pretations of Dracula; pulp fiction,
films, television series, fantasy and
horror novels have all put their unique
twists on the classic tale. Erik’s latest
vignette has drawn on three classic
movies to illustrate his vision of the
story and he explains what each has



Above: The windows in the dark dusty crypt
are filled in with bricks.

Below left: A weathered wood door with
gorgeous iron hinges and door pull.

HAbove right: Van Helsing confronts Dracula,
who has Lucy under his spell. The ubiquitous
rats that follow Dracula around are a nod to
the 1922 and 1977 films.

Below right: The three seductive brides of

Top: The

Dracula.

brought to his castle vignette:

“The first cinematic interpretation
of the novel, EW. Murnau’s Nosferatu
in 1922, 1s still a classic in horror by
any definition. Being silent, the lack of
dialogue, music, and special effects
actually adds to the fear and dread. He
made great use of shadows, lighting,
and timing; all of which I love when
creating dioramas and vignettes.

“In contrast, Francis Ford Coppola’s
1992 film version is definitely a reflec-
tion of the modern era. Nude scenes,
far stronger sexuality and violence,
and overwhelming use of film tech-
niques tend to distract from the basic
tale. One bright note—Anthony Hop-
kins made a great Van Helsing and it
was his inspiration that I used for one
of my figures in the diorama.

“But my favourite film version is
Werner Herzog’s Nosferatu, released
in 1977, It looks a little dated here and
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Above: The exterior of Dracula’s stone

twelfth scale castle in progress.

Ebove right: Jonathan Harker sits nervously
with the Count in front of a grand fireplace.
Right: A shot of Jonathan Harker’s humble

room.

there, but the essence and the take

on Stoker’s story is much more mean-
ingful. The brilliant surrealism fits the
mood and atmosphere of the story
very well. I used the great Bruno Gans
as inspiration for the Jonathan Harker
character in the fireplace scene.”

Doll makers Sherry Colvin and
Jeanne Rullie brilliantly captured the
cast of characters.

Erik chose to use the term ‘Nosfer
atu’ rather than Dracula. Synonymous
with the Hungarian-Romanian word
‘vampire’, the term Nosferatu became
a popular vampire legend in the late
19th century, and may be derived from
the Romanian ‘Nesuferitu, meaning the
repugnant one, or ‘Necuratu, meaning
unclean spirit. Either way, Nosferatu
was popularised by Western fiction
with the publication of Stoker’s novel
and the films that followed.

Each interior room represents a
scene from the story All take place
within the castle with the exception
of the encounter between Nosferatu,
Lucy, and Van Helsing, which takes
place in London. “As with all my work,
this model is not interactive—it's all
about viewing from a focused point
of view;” Erik points out. "I knew that
[ wanted to incorporate the interior
scenes as being separate from the
castle, so the doorway in the castle as
viewed from the outside, does not cor-
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respond to the castle’s interior room or
doorway’’

The structure, currently a work in
progress, is crafted from wood, foam,
plaster, clay, glass, paper, and Erik’s
odds and ends. It stands nearly three
feet high and wide and 18 inches
deep. The mood of the interior scenes
is captured using different types of
LEDs. The castle began as 1/24 scale
but Erik soon realised the juxtaposition
between the exterior and interior was
too conflicting, so in the end he went
with portions of a twelfth scale castle to
minimise size. Doorways and stairways
lead off in different directions, implying

there is more than meets the eye.

“It took me about 80 hours to create
most of this diorama. Sometimes when
[ work on a smaller project, I work
on two or three things at a time in the
beginning. But as the pieces become
more organic and more complex, all
my attention is focused on one piece.
One problem I often run into is scope
creep, where the original idea evolves
into something bigger. [ saw extra
space and opportunity and decided to
add new scenes, which meant mak-
ing the coffins, crypt, and stairs. That’s
why the castle isn't finished yet,” Erik
laughs.



OCTOBER

SATURDAY 5 & SUNDAY 6
OCTOBER

AUTUMN MINIATURA
National Exhibition Centre,
BIRMINGHAVM, B40 INT
Open: Saturday 10am-5pm
Sunday 10am - 4pm
Organiser: Miniatura

SUNDAY 06 OCTOBER

{ SUNDAY 27 OCTOBER

DOLLS HOUSES & MINIATURES FAIR
i The Cedric Ford Pavilion,

i Newark Showground,

i Lincoln Road, NEWARK NG24 2NY

i (Al/A46 Junction)

i Open: 10.30am - 4.00pm

i Organiser: Dolly's Daydreams

DOLLS HOUSES & MINIATURES FAIR

KENSINGTONTOWNHALL |
DOLL SHOW CANCELLED
\

Horton Street, Kensington,
London W8 7TNX

Open: 10.00am - 4.00pm
Organiser: Wendy's World

SUNDAY 13 OCTOBER

DOLLS HOUSES & MINIATURES FAIR
The Mill Arts & Events Centre,
Bellingham Lane, off High Street,
RAYLEIGH SS6 7TED (off A127)

Open: 10.30am - 4.00pm

Organiser: Dolly’s Daydreams

SUNDAY 20 OCTOBER

DOLLS HOUSES & MINIATURES FAIR
Knights Hill Hotel & Spa,

SOUTH WOOTTON,

near Kings Lynn, PE30 3HO

(A148/149 Junction)

Open: 10.30am - 4.00pm

Organiser: Dolly’s Daydreams

SATURDAY 26 OCTOBER

DOLLS HOUSE & MINIATURES FAIR
Holt Community Centre,

Kerridge Way, HOLT,

Norfolk NR25 6DN

Open: 10.30am - 3.00pm

Organiser: MGM Fairs

DOLLS HOUSE & MINIATURES FAIR
Burford School, Cheltenham Rd,
BURFORD OX18 4PL

Open: 10.30am - 3.30pm

Organisers: Little Priory Fairs

¢ Lyndhurst Community Centre

Main Car Park, LYNDHURST,
Hants SO43 TNY
Open: 10.00am - 4.00pm

i Organiser: Wendy's World

! CHARITY DOLLS HOUSE SALE
{ for CANCER RESEARCH UK
¢ Shaw Farm, Wiltshire, SN8 4L.U

Open: 10.30am - 2,30 pm

Organiser: Pat Cutforth

FAIR ORGANISERS:

Dolly’s Daydreams: 01945 870160.
www.dollysdaydreams.com

E: dollysdaydreams@btinternet.com
Little Priory Fairs:

www littleprioryfairs.co.uk
littleprioryfairs@outlook.com

London Dollshouse Festivals:

020 7812 9892 E: kdf@dollshousefestival.com
www.dollshousefestival.com

MGM Fairs: Tel: 01225 466533

Mob: 07818 462448. www.mgmfairs.co.uk
E: admin@magmfairs.co.uk

Miniatura: 0121 783 9922.
www.miniatura.co.uk

MM Fairs: Tel: 01332 660428
www.dollhouse-fairs.co.uk

Wendy’s World: 01895 834348
www.wendysworldfairs.co.uk

E: wendyhobday@wendysworld.co.uk

While we make every effort to ensure the accuracy of
these dates, please do check shows before travelling.

NOVEMBER

SATURDAY 02 NOVEMBER
DOLLS HOUSE & MINIATURES FAIR
Pudsey Civic Hall, Dawsons Corner,
PUDSEY, Leeds LS28 5TA

Open: 10.30am - 4.00pm

Organiser: MGM Fairs

SUNDAY 17 NOVEMBER

DOLLS HOUSE & MINIATURES FAIR
Bentley Heath Community Centre,
Sidney Road, Bentley Heath,
SOLIHULL B93 9BO

Open: 10.30am - 3.00pm

Organiser: MGM Fairs

SATURDAY 23 NOVEMBER

DOLLS HOUSES & MINIATURES FAIR
The Assembly Rooms, High Street,
DEDHAM COT7 6DE (off A12)

Open: 10.30am - 4.00pm

Organiser: Dolly’s Daydreams

SUNDAY 24 NOVEMBER

DOLLS HOUSE & MINIATURES FAIR
The Civic Hall, Market Street,
NANTWICH, Cheshire CW5 5DG
Open: 10.30am - 3.00pm

Organiser: MM Fairs

SATURDAY 30 NOVEMBER
KENSINGTON CHRISTMAS DOLLS
HOUSE FESTIVAL

Kensington Town Hall,

Hornton Street,

LONDON W8 TNX

Open: 11.00am - 6.00pm

Organiser: London Dollshouse Festivals

DECEMBER

SUNDAY 01 DECEMBER

DOLLS HOUSES & MINIATURES FAIR
Holiday Inn Basildon, Waterfront Walk,
Festival Leisure Park,

BASILDON SS14 3DG

(off A127)

Open: 10.30am - 4.00pm

Organiser: Dolly’s Daydreams
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NUrsery rhyme Inspired
pretty pumpkin cottage

A familiar nursery rhyme kept going around in Debra’s
head as she started to put together her cosy little

home full of pumpkin charm

BY PAM NORTH

ebra Hornung Zach-

rich, lives in a rural

home along with her

husband and their two
Cairn terriers. “It's wonder-
fully peaceful here,” she said,
“and a great place for letting
the ideas flow from mind to
fingers!” Debra creates a little
of everything. "I scratch-build my own
furniture designs, and enjoy making
different foods from polymer clay.
think what [ truly love, though, is mak-
Ing dolls and seeing them come alive
in my hands, and adding them to my
scenes.’

She became interested in minia-
tures in 1990 when on a holiday; she
saw a beautiful doll's house in a store,
with many things to buy for it. Raising
two sons in a small house did not lend
itself to doll's houses then, so it was 23
years before she could indulge what
soon would become a passion. '‘Finally,
[ had the room for a doll's house, and
bought a small kit, the RGT Beachside
Bungalow. Since then, I've been like a
sponge, soaking in all I can learn about
different technicques.” When asked
what she loves about miniatures, she
replied: "“The total freedom to create
anything I want. Whether it's a simple
scene or a highly detailed one, the
choice is totally up to me. I love the
challenge of making what [ create look
realistic.”

Debra had no formal training in the
miniature field, but she had crafted
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things her whole life, Her fa-
ther was a mechanic, and her
grandfather was a carpenter,
5o she learned about basic
construction and workman-
ship from both of them. She
is mainly self-taught through
books and videos.

One of her recent pieces
is The Pumpkin Cottage, also known
as The Summer Cottage of Mrs. Peter,
Peter Pumpkin Eater. "“Peter, Peter,
pumpkin eater, had a wife and couldn’t
keep her; he put her in a pumpkin
shell, and there he kept her, very well’
That familiar nursery rhyme, paired
with a Halloween scene of skeletons in
a pumpkin shell she had seen, com-
prised the initial inspiration for her

project, but she opted out of Halloween,

substituting instead an autumn theme
she could display for an entire season.
“That rhyme kept going ‘round and
‘round in the back of my mind,” Debra
remembered. ‘Making something in
the fantasy realm was a little bit of a
stretch for me; [ tend to make things
more realistic. It was a good chance to
try out some new techniques.”

Debra started with a round base
from the gardening department, and
an end-of-season carve-able foam
pumpkin from the hobby store. Some
Chrysnbon kits were implemented
with some modifications, along with a
trunk kit, and a miniature dresser. She
made the pumpkin rug using needle
punch.

Some of the items on the hutch,
and the cats, were either purchases
or items she had on hand, but one
required more effort. “The pumpkin
teapot was the hardest to get; [ had to
sweet-talk a friend out of it!"” Other ma-
terials were: coffee stir-sticks, DAS air-
dry clay, artificial flowers, Heki grass,
DMC floss for the rug, FIMO, while the
rest of the items mostly were odds-
and-ends left over from other projects.
Under the flooring, which was made of
coffee stir-sticks, mat board, and foam
core, is the battery and wiring for the
LED lights - two sconces, the lamp, and
the coal stove. "I used the ‘pico’ size
LED for the Chrysnbon lamp, which
conveniently had a hole running right
up through the centre of the lamp
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base. I made a little notch in the base Ebove: A view inside the warm and cosy little pumpkin cottage.
for the wire to run out the back, then Below: A close up showing the rock foundation and the on/off switch for the lights.
down behind the table, and through
the floor. The coal stove was done the
same way, with a larger, orange LED,
but I hid the wiring down behind one
leg of the stove.
“The switch for the lights is hidden
among the foundation rocks for the
pumpkin. The inside walls are ‘plas-
tered’ with air-dry clay, which also
conceals the wiring for the LED sconce
near the front, and in the loft”
Once the wiring and floor were
done, and the walls plastered and
painted, the project went very quickly.
Debra made the front removable. The
door, left over from a doll's house, was
given an etched look by cutting vinyl
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and adhering it to the window. The
flowers were sprigs purchased from
the craft store and trimmed. The ivy
around the entry was added with pa-
per leaves and crochet cotton stems.
“Constructing the front door entry
was the most difficult, as it required a
lot of trial and error to get it to fit. The
fun part was wiring LED lighting into
the Chrysnbon stove and lamp.” Out-
side, a mummy cat has a batch of new
kittens underneath the steps. "I like it
when someone looks at my miniatures
and sees something that they didn't
expect. Their reaction is priceless!”
Debra’s inspiration comes from

memorable things she sees and hears.

She cites one major difficulty with
working in miniature:; “Finding how-to
techniques has been a chore at times,
especially those in miniature.

Many times, learning a new method
or style is a trial-and-error process,
simply because there is no video or
book available from which to learn. I
wish more skilled artisans would con-
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Above and right: A full view and some close
ups of the cats that dwell on the property.
Looks as if one has had cute kittens!

Below right: A special little moment with the
glowing lamp in front of the lace curtained
window.

sider doing them, as there are many of
us who can't attend or afford a work-
shop they put on.”

As for the future of miniatures, she is
optimistic. "I think there’s great hope
for miniatures in the future if we just
reach the younger people, and find
out what they want to create. It may
be something quite different from the
doll's houses and room boxes we are
familiar with, but the urge to create
something lies within each person, and
we just need to nurture it.”

Next for her is a bakery/confec-
tioner shop, built into a small cabinet.
“There was one in a nearby town when
[ was growing up, and [ want to create
something similar.” She also is continu-
Ing to make dolls.




Jane Austen

Painting by Henry Scott Tuke.
(A'man'’s bare bumin DHW?
Wellifit's okay for the BBC in
Sanditon, it's okay for us - Ed.)

Please remember
all Cutouts are
copyright and are
only for your own
personal use.

Painted screen by Kristina Truter-Golightly of Golightly Miniatures. Either cutout and fold, or cutout and glue panels
to heavy card or light wood. GolightlyMiniatures.etsy.com. See interview on P 10.
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Browse through our classified adverts to discover little companies you'll love.

To advertise in Small Ads call Maria on 07730 622416 or email maria@ashdown.co.uk
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Sue Cook Miniatures
l:inelg detailed
Interior and exterior

arcl’]itcctura'
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M NTERNATIONAl ‘
, MAII ORDER |
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WWW. succookmlnlatures com

M onents
« TSN
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suc@suecookmmlatur €s.com

01822 854092

Bijou

love
life

Artisan handmade miniatures
Workshops, Free Parking
Dolls Houses & Accessories

visit us or shop online
www.minibijou.com
01376 335111

Unit 8, Blake House Craft Centre
Braintree, Essex, CM77 65H

Home petite Home
MINIATURES

Quality Dolls" House Miniatures

Visit us at
Tunstall Indoor Market
Butterfield Place

ST6 5TP @

Open

Wednesday, ‘@
Friday and Saturday

9am-4pm ‘a
Tel: 07985 701554

Or shop online using code DHW10
for 10% off our etsy store

homepetitehome.etsy.com

NIQUE, ONE-OFS EhOM

Exquisite, hand-crafted
miniatures, lovingly created
from the highest quality
materials for the
discerning collector.

Commissions undertaken.

E: nettynoodles @hotmail.com
T: 01746 762532
www.panminiatures.co.uk

Call. now on 01 227 369072 or .
“.. nemail: marlasfabrlcs@sky com
. www.mariasfabrics.com

‘s Miniatures

Dolls House Shop in the Heart of Wiltshire

Huge range of quality accessories in stock

Massive stocks of houses and shops
ready built or kit.
+ Furniture ¢ accessories # carpets
+ food & curtains # electrics
¢ DIY restoring # building & decorating.
Electrifying a speciality! Colour catalogue £3.95.

Car park and tea room.
Open: Tues - Sat 10.00 - 4.00pm
31 Copheap Lane, Warminster, BA12 0BG
Tel: 01985 846797
E: sales@margaretsminiatures.co.uk
www.margaretsminiatures.co.uk

Ladies Mile
Miniatures

Flower Kits 12th & 24th
Plants, Trees, Topiary, Furniture,
Books, Accessories

Free UK
. shipping
over £30
till XMAS

Fast Mail Order
Tel: 01565 651 878

www.ladiesmileminiatures.co.uk

The Pedlars Tray Ltd

Wyvale (Hereford) Garden Centre
Kings Acre Road
Hereford
HR4 OSE

Tel; 01432 379095

www.thepedlarstrayltd.co.uk

Quality hand crafted miniatures
for the collector and
dollshonse enthusiast.

7 days a week 10am - Spm

World Of My Own &¢
Rob Lucas Miniatures

Dollshouse

29 Dolls and

Whitewood
Furniture

18 London Road, Farningham, Dartford,
Kent DA4 0JP Tel: 01322 862680

Email:
worldofmyown.mins@talktalk.net

\www.worldofmyownminiatures.co.uk

(Loizi
‘../-//‘//'/:'/Jf

COVENTRY’S
Teddy Bear &
Dolls House

Shop
169 Spon Street
Coventry

02476 633630
www.cejais.net

CrakeY

Doll's house kits, furniture, wallpapers
and accessories to suit all tastes and
period styles.

www.crafty-hobbies.co.uk
54 Cavendish Street,
Barrow-in-Furness, LA14 1PZ
Tel: 01229 820759
Email: johnhambler@btinternet.com

) & A SUPPLIES
SUPPLIERS OF 1/12

hand-made doors, windows,
brass curtain rails, fireplaces, brick
slips, roof tiles and many more
items including furniture.
Many items are hand-made
in our own workshop.
Wood planks and strips in
obeche, mahogany, walnut,
balsa and bass wood.

S!IE

=] | NG

www.jandasupplies.co.uk
Tel: 01482 633115
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=< DELPH MINIATURES

[ Specialist U.K. Makers and Retailers of
1/12th Modern Miniatures
Since 1991

The Dolls House
stablished 1971
o

Magic Minis

1:12, 1:16 and 1:24 scale

-—
.

.
BUY DIREC

www.welshminiature.com
Etsy: Welshminiature
T: 01874 711748
visit: Clusters, Hop Pocket, WR6 5BT
E: Burton.rosie@gmail.com

We don't
just sellour
miniatures, we
‘make them!

Webshop: www.delphminiatures.co.uk
E-mail: info@delphminiatures.co.uk
Tel: 01274 882391

England’s first specialist shop,
opened 45 years ago, now in
the Cotswolds (1980-95 in
0 B | el Covent Garden) Open Sat 10-5,

a;mmnmﬂ?' : . and most Thursdays & Fridays
Ji fmeeaad] ok Market Place, Northleach,
Tel: 01384 638833 s nr Cheltenham, GL54 3EJ
Open: Tues - Sat E Telephone 01451 860431

WL ENe - £ SE.C0. 11

wwxrv.dolishousemonlo.co,uk

1:12 Cowboy/Western, Hispanic, American Indian

www, TexasTiny.com

ArtyCrafty Sandra’s

Family business stocking 1/12th Dous Houge

miniatures including Streets Ahead,
Wonham Collection, Dollshouse

Emporium plus unusual items Leek BuHermarke’r, Leek.
imported direct.
The local arts & crafts shop for all Miniafurgg
types of hobbes collectableg and gifte.

See website for opening hours
& online shop.

www.artycraftysupplies.co.uk

132 Abbotsbury Road, Weymouth, .
DT4 0JY. Tel: 01305 836484 Oper\ Wed’ F”’ gaf

www.dollshouseclassroom.com

Ever wanted a miniature expert at your side to help guide you
through projects? The step by step and easy to follow
videos will inspire, entertain and reveal.

Learn from the best

dollshouseclassroom.com

Thinking Outside the Pattern

A Mini Chair Affair

The Dolls House Classroom is an online TV channel, full of workshops and demonstrations you won’'t want to miss.
Our talented team of presenters are waiting to help you with your creations.
Available on your desktop, mobile or tablet.
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WEAVERTHORPE DOLLSHOUSE
............................. MINIATURES -

We carry a substantial stock; everything
from animals, gardens, bicycles to bathrooms.

Also a good selection of dolls houses and much more.

Open: Monday to Sunday, 3pm to 6pm
or by appointment, call: 07811 115020.
27 Main Road, Weaverthorpe, North Yorkshire YO17 8HA
eBay site: W27DHM

www.weaverthorpe-miniatures.co.uk

Tudor Rose Miniatures

SHOP OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
CLOSED MONDAYS

www.facebook.com/dollshousenorfolk

Huge range of exclusive miniatures
+++ many exclusive one-off
houses/projects

Bluebell Square, Bawdeswell Garden Centre, Bawdeswell, Norfolk
NR20 4RZ. 01362 688669 Email: dames336@gmail.com

Shop open 6 days a week. Closed Mondays

. Lorraine .Mmmtures -‘

o The cmﬁ Pack
@’> Com}?cmy
| =] Il : G

www.dollshousestore.com
Tel: 077965 96767
Email lorraine@dollshousestore.com

DOLLSHOUSES

EREE *t! gt e iﬂ ‘We can help you give your customers more than

DUI_I Q”nl IQF é dolls houses, miniature furniture or accessories.

Become a stockist for Dolls House World

magazine and give your customers access
to new ideas and projects as well.

Contact Jill on + 44 (0) 1903 884988 (option 1)
or email: jill mundy@ashdown.co.uk
for more information.
www.dollshouseworld.com

INSURE YOUR DOLLS
ALL RISKS  NO EXCESS

£ 5,000 cover £31 p.a.*
£10,000 cover £56 p.a.*

*plus Insurance Premium tax

We cover All COLLECTABLES: Stamps, Postcards, Coins,
Medals, Diecast Models, Teddy Bears etc

PUBLIC LIABILITY for Societies from £20 p.a.
DEALERS COVER available

STAMP INSURANCE SERVICES
C G | Services Limited, 29 Bowhay Lane,
EXETER EX4 1PE. Tel: 01392 433 949 Fax: 01392 427 632

www.stampinsurance.co.uk
Authorised and regulated by The Financial Services Authority. FCA No. 300573.
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Hi Mandy, what you are working
on at the moment? ['m currently in
the process of stripping back and
re-decorating two houses for selling
on. I'm also finishing off an Edward-
lan ladies’ shop, selling corsetry,
gloves and hats on the first floor;
perfumes, jewellery and gifts on the
ground floor. And I still need to com-
plete an Edwardian toy shop room
box. Then I have a 16 room mansion
still flat packed from Christmas to
build, which 1s going to be late Vic-
torlan.. and the list goes on!!

Tell us about your collection.

All of my houses and room boxes are in twelfth
scale — that’s small enough for me! As previously
mentioned, there'’s the Edwardian ladies’ shop,
toy shop and soon to be Victorian mansion — plus
a modern(ish) living room box with leopard print
upholstery, complete with pet leopard on the rug,
which is by the late (and very talented) Annie Wil-
lis. I have a French/Louis style four-storey town-
house, a George Pal “The Time Machine” themed
room box, complete with a scale model of the
time machine itself; a modern café/tea room in a
converted orangery, with cake counters, brass tea
urn and roof terrace, a medieval wizard's tower,
Victorian style conservatory and a Victorian style
cherub themes lady’s boudoir.

Wow, that’s quite a list. Do you make and col-
lect? Both! I don't think I have a preference — [ love
making the tiny foods and accessories, repainting
and reupholstering furniture and creating unusual
minis for myself and to sell in my Etsy shop (Man-
dysMiniaturesUK). But I also love the thrill of find-

Ing something unique and perfect to
add to my own collection.

When and how did your mini mad-
ness start? [ honestly don't remem-
ber a time when [ wasn't afflicted. My
first ever doll’'s house was made by

a friend of my father's when I was a
tiny baby; he even made all the fur-
niture to go in it. | remember playing
with that until I was maybe 10or 11 —
then upgrading to a Caroline’s Home
one. I got my first “adult” house when
[ was in my late 20s.

What other craft hobbies have you
tried? My mum used to knit and crochet; she used
to make such amazing things. Unfortunately, she
was left-handed and I'm right-handed, so she was
unable to teach me, although a neighbour did try,
but [ never really picked it up. I was awesome with
the four nails in a cotton reel though. I've also done
some sewing, patchwork, painting and drawing.

What do you do when you’re not in mini mode?
[ have two dogs, three (grown up) children and a
10-month-old granddaughter, so I'm kept busy.

Do you buy too much stuff? Definitely! You
remember that 16 room Victorian mansion that I
have yet to build? I already have three boxes of
furniture and accessories to go in it.

What do you love about our hobby? That has to
be, without a doubt, all the lovely people [ have
been lucky enough to meet. There is such a won-
derful, global community and everyone is always
ready to offer help and advice.

[ also love the thrill of finding something unique
and perfect to add to my own collection.”
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Dolls House World is bigger and better than ever.

With a stunning new design and gorgeous paper quality
DHW is the magazine every miniaturist is talking about.

B ‘Absolutely fabulous” and “simply stunning” were just
two of the comments that greeted the new look.

B The content'’s inspiring too with new features, wonderful
photos and step-by-step, fun projects for all abilities.

B Make sure you don't miss out on the wonderful new issues.

Have DHW delivered to your door. Claim your free gift today.

Subscribe today at www.dollshouseworld.com or call us on
+44 (0) 1903 884988. Or email support@ashdown.co.uk

ONE YEAR MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION: £59.99 (12 issues).

Overseas prices will be amended to local currency.

www.dollshouseworld.com

% \\]‘?._ ! : .

W WE'RE OVER-FLOWING WITH INSPIRATION & IDEAS FORYOU

2 oubscribe today:
+Claim your free qift

t ¥

=

FREE GIFT

When you subscribe to Dolls House
World for the first time we'll welcome
you with a wonderful mini gift... a
beautiful (non-working) porcelain
Tiffany lamp from Reutter Porcelain. It
will brighten up any mini scene.

Your subscription is very important to us.
That’s why we handle all subscriptions ourselves.

Giift offer applies to new annual subscribers only. Magazine subscriptions
renew annually at the best rate. Prices/gifts subject to change.
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Shop in store, or order by phone, mail & online
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e Houses & kits @ Furniture  Dolls e DIY & Tools e Papers
e Elecirics ® Carpets ® Accessories ® New LED Lighting

sMiniatures
Catalogue

- dolls houses
in stock!

Loyalty scheme in store

Check website
for latest offers

Reutter

www.dolishousemania.co.uk ‘

29 Park Lane, Cradley, Halesowen, B63 2QY Stockist
Open: Tues - Sat 10am - 3pm

Tel: 01384 638833
email: sales@dollshousemania.co.uk

If you are not on the internet, for the
personal touch call us or post your order
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