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SEASONAL DELIGHTS Editor loves!

Welcome

to the November edition!

We get things off to a festive start this issue, as
there’s no time like the present to start updating

your dolls houses to suit the season - if you haven’t

done so already!

Moi Ali provides her top tips on creating the ‘12 days of Christmas'’
all in mini, Angela Turner shows how to make knitted stockings m to complete your scenes
to hang from your fireplace and this month's reader project is
simply incredible... we showcase Conal Oakes’ beautiful miniature FINISHING TOUCHES . ‘ .
baubles that include a scene from his family’s favourite Christmas
film, Muppet’s Christmas Carol - thank you for sharing these makes

with us, Conal!

Elsewhere, we have all the autumnal feels with Sadie Mansley
Mackie's beautiful cake adorned with tonal foliage that would be
perfect for a Thanksgiving scene, Moi Ali's firework fiesta tutorial
and to commemorate Remembrance Sunday we have a wonderful

military hat project.

Not only the abundance of projects, but this issue will provide you
with inspiration galore, from an interview with The Great Big Tiny
Design Challenge semi-finalist Michael Robbins, to the best advice
from industry experts Petite Properties’ Bea Broadwood and Ruth
Flewelling Lesbirel’s ‘mini tips; to Kim Finch's tour of her stunning

dolls house. We can't wait for you to get started!

Finally, a massive thank you to this month's contributors; Moi Ali,
Bea Broadwood, Sadie Mansley Mckie, Ruth Flewelling Lesbirel,

Kim Finch, Maive Ferrando and Angela Turner.

Let's get festive!

Happy mini-making!

Jrnne, (el FANATASTIC GIVEAWAYS!

Editor TURN TO PAGE 63 TO SEE WHAT YOU COULD WIN"‘,*

0 @ ®

Joinus Share your miniatures Let us inspire you
facebook.com/dollshouseandminiaturescene instagram.com/dolls_house_miniature_scene pinterest.com/dhmsmagazine
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media this month...
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At Home with the Broadwoods

This month professional miniaturist Bea Broadwood
not only shares an exclusive first look at her latest
shabby chic creation, but her top tips on how to
bring it to life!

38
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Find out more about how miniaturist Sarah
Leighton became renowned for making incredibly
intricate books all in miniature...
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advice from her years of experience.
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PROJE Sadie Mansley McKie
N\ —
sl'ce of autumn
-

Getting ready. R)rThar’sgiving will be a piece of cake this year, with this floral showstopper. '

L

Materials required

® Ecru, white, yellow, orange and
brown polymer clay
Golden ochre, dark cadmium
orange and brown pastels
Orange, yellow, dark green,
metallic green, metallic
copper and metallic bronze
acrylic paints
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1/12th scale autumn leaves

Small dried flowers in
autumnal colours

Card
Craft glue

Tools required

® 2cm round sugar craft cutter
® Small paintbrushes

® Craft knife

® Roller

Needle tool or pin

P - oy

1 Mix white polymer clay with a little yellow

to make cream. Divide the mixture in half, \_//

putting one aside. Add grated golden ochre,

dark cadmium orange and brown pastel to the

other half, creating a shade resembling golden | 3 Place the ecru circle inbetween the two 5 Place the cake in the freezer for a few

sponge cake. sponge layers to form the cake. minutes, allowing the clay to harden up, before
cutting a small slice and revealing the layers.

N
g e — —
u
2 Roll the golden sponge clay out to just 4 Roll out the cream clay as thin as you can 6 Use a needle tool or sewing pin to texture
under 4mm in thickness and some ecru clay manage and less than Tmm in thickness. the sponge layers of both the cake and
to 1%mm in thickness. Use a 2cm round sugar Carefully cover the cake, cutting away any the slice. Take care to avoid the ecru‘coffee
craft cutter to press out three circles, two excess to form a neat edge. buttercream’in the centre.

golden sponge and one ecru.

DollsHouse www.dolishouseandminiaturescene.co.uk



7 Mix grated golden ochre pastel with a little
dark cadmium orange/brown pastel before
adding a little water. Use a small, thin brush to
paint the base of the cake and slice, taking care
to avoid the outer frosting.

8 Mix bright orange polymer clay with a little
white to create a more muted shade. Roll tiny
balls into a tube with a point at each end,
flattening with a fingernail to create petals.

9 Form a flower by putting the petals together
in a circle, adding another layer from the centre.

“For the most realistic effect, arrange
the flowers and leaves in a pyramid
shape on top of the cake!

10 Roll five tiny balls of orange clay into little
carrot shapes with a point at one end. Flatten
with a fingernail, creating petals. Put them
together to form a flower shape. Repeat to
make a second flower. Next, create more petals
similar to those from step 8, but a little smaller.
Put them together to make a single layer of
petals. Roll three even smaller balls of cream
clay and place one in the centre of each flower.
Use a needle tool or sewing pin to make a
small hole in ball in the centre of the flower
with the thin leaves.

11 Create more thin petals, this time using
cream clay. As before, put them together in a
circle. Roll a tiny ball of brown clay and flatten
with a fingernail and placing in the centre of
the flower to create a sunflower. Use a needle
tool or sewing pin to add lots of tiny dots to
the brown centre. Bake the cake, slice and

all the flowers. Once cooled, mix orange and
yellow acrylic paint to create a bright shade of

sunflower and paint the sunflower petals.

*8e

12 Use a small paintbrush to create a mottled
effect on the round petals of the two small
flowers with yellow acrylic paint.

PROJECT
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13 Take a packet of 1/12th scale autumn
leaves, painting a few with acrylic paint in
metallic bronze, metallic copper, metallic green
and a metallic copper/metallic green mix.
Allow to dry thoroughly.

14 Use craft glue to attach the flowers and
metallic leaves to the top of the cake.

15 Cut some very tiny, dried flowers in an
autumnal shade and glue into position
inbetween the flowers.

16 Cut two small leaves from card or even
from real leaves found amongst a dried
flower arrangement, painting with a rich dark
green. Once dry, glue into place amongst the
floral arrangement to add a colour contrast,
completing the Iook.ﬁ
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_And a partrd
N a pear tree!

Moi Ali creates the 12 days of Christmas all in miniature!

One of the most fun Christmas songs has to be ‘The 12 days of Christmas’. Kids just love trying to
remember all the items from that ever-growing list! Moi Ali challenged herself to track down all 12
in miniature form - although for some of them, a bit of artistic licence was used!

| had to settle for drums rather than
drummers for this one — but these drums
from Minimum World are delightful! They
cost under a tenner, but they look a million
dollars. For two decades, Minimum World
- a family-owned business - has stocked
renowned international brands including
Reutter Porzellan and Mini Mundus. Every
Christmas party needs a drum beat to get
granny dancing around the Christmas tree!

Pair of drums on stand: £9.71

o www.minimumworld.com

I'm afraid | was ready to throw in the

towel on this one. Search as | might, |

simply couldn’t find anything to fit the bill.
Fortunately, Angela from Valerie’s Miniatures
got me out of a hole and made me a pipe
and some sheet music. Bravo Angela!
Although this is not a regular line for Valerie
Claire Miniatures, you will find plenty online
to tempt you - from pharmacy items to
Christmas decorations.

o www.valerieclaireminiatures.com

DollsHouse www.dolishouseandminiaturescene.co.uk
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Did you know that the‘lords’in the song
are not people at all? | didn’t, until | started
my researh. This line is actually a reference
to the Ten Commandments in the Bible.
That is why my little scene shows a lovely
carved bible box, made from a kit by

Arjen Spinhoven, and a beautiful bible with
illuminated pages by MiniShacks. Dutch-
based Arjen is an architect by background,
and Madeau Christou, who runs MiniShacks,
has been selling tiny tomes since 2016 and
also has a degree in architecture.

Bible box kit: £25.56 (UK buyers will need to
order from Arjen’s Etsy shop)

o www.arjenspinhoven.nl

Bible: £17.40 from Madeau’s MiniShacks
store on Etsy

( www.etsy.com/uk/
listing/548400169/1-12-scale-
miniature-bible-miniature




This was challenging, and | had no idea

where to find nine ladies dancing. Thankfully
Eden from Edenshart on Etsy came to the
rescue, 3D-printing and handpainting nine
bespoke ballerinas in a range of different
poses. They look just perfect in this toy crate
made from a kit by one of my favourite
makers, Jane Harrop, and painted a festive
red. Eden’s Etsy store has quirky items
ranging from Moroccan tagines to miniature
balloon art doggies!

o www.etsy.com/uk/shop/Edenshart

Toy box kit: £4
o www.,janeharrop.co.uk

This evocative milk parlour scene was staged
using a milking stool, milk churn, and glasses
of milk from Melody Jane, and a milk jug
from Minimum World. Melody Jane has been
going for over 20 years and stocks nearly
7,500 different items in 1/12th, 1/24th and
1/48th scales.

Rustic milking stool:£3.50, rusty milk churn:
£7.99, two glasses of milk (comes with a
glass jug of milk, not pictured): £6.99

o www.melodyjane.com
Streets Ahead white milk jug: £2.16

o www.minimumworld.com

These swans are great as ornaments, but
would also make fabulous ice sculptures.
Just imagine one as a spectacular table
centrepiece for a grand banquet, with
delicious food all around! Or gliding across
an icy lake. | spotted a delightful crystal swan
in the Edenshart shop on Etsy, and Eden
kindly made me a set of seven resin swans
in different sizes. You will find many items
to tempt you in this Etsy store, for Christmas
and all year round.

Crystal swans, large: £4.30 each

o www.etsy.com/uk/shop/Edenshart  Fik
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FEATURE

Six geese a-laying

This set of miniature farmyard geese
conveniently comes in a six pack! As they
need to be geese a-laying, eggs are essential.
| sourced eggs in ceramic bowls from Melody
Jane, which is also where the geese came
from. Perfect for a village green, country
cottage or farmyard scene.

Set of six geese: £10.99
Bowls with eggs: £5.99 for two bowls

o www.melodyjane.com
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Five gold rings
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These gold rings on a hand display are
available in kit form from Valerie Claire
Miniatures, where you will find a huge
choice of other delightful jewellery too.
Crowns, tiaras, brooches and rings - it’s all
there, and much more. Quality, choice and
very affordable prices make this a go-to
supplier for so many miniature items. And
as it's the season to be merry, check out the
Christmas range!

Rings display kit: £2.90

o www.valerieclaireminiatures.com

Rﬂllﬁﬂ?}l&# www.dollshouseandminiaturescene.co.uk

Four calling birds

| confess that | had absolutely no idea what

a calling bird was, but older readers may
remember the song used to call them ‘colly’
rather than calling birds. ‘Colly’is an old word
for black, so a calling or colly bird is simply a
blackbird. Mine came from Molded Candy on
Etsy and they're adorable. A blackbird is for
life, not just for Christmas, so pop a couple on
a chimney pot, window sill or garden wall.

Blackbirds by Molded Candy on Etsy: £2.50 each

( www.valerieclaireminiatures.com




Three French hens

As to their nationality, ooh la la - let’s just call
them French. They're clucking with a Parisian
accent, and to ensure there is absolutely no
dispute as to their country of origin, Eden
made a tricoleur hen house complete with
a couple of baguettes in a basket. What a
star! Speak to Eden if you'd like to discuss a
special commission.

Everyone knows that hens are kept for
their eggs, and | scrambled mine from
Minimum World.

www.etsy.com/uk/shop/Edenshart
o www.valerieclaireminiatures.com
Eggs: £1.16 for half a dozen

o www.minimumworld.com

These hens are courtesy of Edenshart on Etsy.

Two turtle doves

Google helped me out in identifying what a
turtle dove looked like, then Molded Candy
(who trade on Etsy) kindly made a pair of
billing and cooing turtle doves specially

for me. They are absolutely gorgeous, and

totally hand-painted with exquisite markings.

Owner Nick loved the turtle doves so much
that they will now form part of the Molded
Candy range.

( www.etsy.com/uk/shop/
moldedcandyt

will love it!

This one is around 50 Euros. &

If you feel inspired by the 12 days of
Christmas song, why not make up a
miniature advent calendar and put a
different item from the song inside each
cubby hole? Kids (including adult ones!)

You can find lovely advent cabinets that are
just perfect from o www.artofmini.com.

FEATURE

And a Jjarm’c[gc in a_pear tree

| couldn't find a pear tree, but | managed to
source a delightful potted Ficus and a crop
of a dozen juicy pears that look the bizin a
fruit crate made from a kit by Jane Harrop. |
sourced partridge in a pear tree images online,
and used them to make sheet music, a book
and a framed print (in a vintage frame).

Potted Ficus: £8.40

o www.minimumworld.com

Pears: £3.25 for half a dozen

o www.melodyjane.com
Sudlow Farm crate kit: £4

o www.janeharrop.co.uk

www.dollshouseandminiaturescene.co.uk DQlisHouse



FEATURE by Kim Finch

All the nooks and crannies

It's all in the details... as Kim Finch shows inside her marvelous miniature kitchen...

Nestled at the heart of my dolls house, the
kitchen reigns supreme as the bustling
hub of miniature existence. Here, the art of
cooking and the everyday of domestic life
meld harmoniously.

As the saying goes, "the devil is in the
details." At first glance, the kitchen radiates
a welcoming warmth. The petite La Cornue
range, adorned with its gleaming minuscule
knobs, eagerly anticipates the touch of an

invisible culinary virtuoso. Hidden behind
the oven door, a perpetually roasting
turkey—its golden-brown perfection
emitting an irresistible, aromatic allure,
forever cooking but never consumed.

In a much-used corner of the kitchen, a
quaint Amish jelly cupboard holds an array
of pantry essentials, from flour and sugar to
the fragrant coffee beans necessary to jump
start our early mornings.

DollsHouse www.dollshouseandminiaturescene.co.uk

The refrigerator, though compact in
stature, houses all our family's essentials:
fresh fruits, delectable meats and cheeses,
farm fresh eggs and, of course, juice bags
for the little ones. Nestled deep within
the vegetable drawer, out of the reach
of tiny hands, resides my secret stash of
sweets. And one mustn't forget a trusty
box of baking soda to keep everything
impeccably fresh! E&»
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FEATURE
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FEATURE

The kitchen island assumes its role as
the ideal workstation for crafting hearty,
mouthwatering meals for my tiny family.

It also doubles as a stage to showcase my
decorative yet functional culinary tools,
including a charming wooden rolling pin
and dainty silver measuring spoons, perfect
for cookie making during the upcoming
holiday season.

The pantry, a miniature epicentre of
culinary delight, conceals an abundance of
provisions, from delectable, sweet treats
to rows of soup tins, and an assortment of
cereals and crisps. My greatest joy in the
miniature world is crafting these tiny foods,
mostly from paper, and my inspiration often
springs from leisurely strolls through the
grocery stores.

An antique clock, with its hands forever
frozen at 1:30 pm, imparts a sense of nostalgia
and unwavering punctuality to the room.

The white farmhouse-style draining board
sink, complete with its miniature faucets
and soap dispenser, stands as a testament
to the importance of tidiness. Underneath
the sink, a compact waste disposal unit
emerges as a practical ally in our ongoing
endeavour to reduce waste and minimize
our contributions to landfills.

In my dolls house kitchen, it's not just
the tiny physical objects that captivate my
imagination; it's the sense of domesticity,
warmth and familiarity that emanates from
every nook and cranny. It's a reminder
that even in the smallest of spaces, life's
essentials and pleasures can find a place.

© Formore information visit:
E Kim Finch - Tiny House Dollhouse

( f )y FB@Tiny House Dollhouse

(&) Instagrame@tinyhousedollhouse

CRAFTY HOBBIES | | PAULINE’S MINI PACKAGES

. British hand-made 1/12th scale
54 Cavendish St, dolls’ house branded groceries
Barrow-in-Furness (from 1800 to present day),

. newspapers, games, pharmacy
Cumbria LA14 1PZ and many more categories.

Contact details: Pauline 07811 115020
www.weaverthorpe-miniatures.co.uk

Don't forget to visit our Find us on Ebay by searching ‘w27dhm’
NEW website for crafts,
doll’s house and
model railway

www.craftyhobbies.co.uk

www.dollshouseandminiaturescene.co.uk DglisHouse




FEATURE by Sadie Mansley McKie

Creating the best

After finding fame on television’s Best in Miniature, Susete Saraiva talks about her time on set.

Lights, camera, action!

Susete Saraiva is one of the highest profile
names in miniature art. As the inaugural
winner of the CBC television series, Best in
Miniature, broadcast in the UK on Discovery+,
her work has achieved global acclaim and
reached a vast audience. An audience who
quickly found themselves captivated not
only by Susete’s skill and talent, but the
incredible haunted house she created during

her time on the show. Designed to capture
a moment in time as a member of the spirit
world wreaks havoc throughout the house,
the scene cements Susete’s place as a visual
storyteller. Explaining to her social media
followers how she tried to portray a story in
each room, leaving you to question reality,

A Merry Christmas?

Mmm www.dollshouseandminiaturescene.co.uk

Susete shows the depth which can be found
in small scale. However, knowing that even
an experienced artist can feel the pressure
when creativity is being captured on camera.
| asked Susete about her time on the show, “I
was really nervous when we first arrived on
set, but as soon as filming began my creative
instincts took over and | just got into my
natural groove,” she tells me. “Of course, there
were good and bad days. But in the end, to
have been crowned winner, with a Horror-
inspired house and a storyline that was far
from ‘normal; | was shocked.”

So successful was Susete’s stint on Best in
Miniature that she made a brief return during
season two, something she says was exciting
as it enabled her to experience the show
from another perspective.”l loved being ‘on
the other side’ It brought back a lot of great
memories. Meeting the new contestants and
seeing their amazing creations was also a ton
of fun”

Scary beginnings

Becoming an award-winning miniaturist is

a long way from Susete’s first memories of
small-scale art, which, like many, began with
the well-trodden childhood path of a popular
doll’s famous pink accessories. “Although |
didn't pay much attention to miniatures until
| found myself collecting action figures in my
adult years. | began building them custom
backdrops and props to display in my room.
Building these displays quickly ascended into
a full-time career.” It may have taken until
adulthood before Susete began to develop
her love of miniature art, but her fascination
with the horror genre which defines her work
began much earlier.”l couldn't have been
more than four or five at the time, peeking
into the living room to see The Exorcist on
TV, and without my parents knowing,” she
recollects.”l ended up watching just enough
to realise that horror movies were exciting!

| was terrified, yet thrilled”

One of Susete’s most intriguing miniatures
has to be ‘The Waiting Widow". The widow in
question sits in a dilapidated chair, a white
sheet wrapped around her.



Susete’s Krampus gingerbread man

Except, there seems to be something
missing. The widow herself.“l had the idea
while watching The Conjuring 2. In one scene
you can see a tired old sofa, which had an
indentation of someone sitting in it. | wanted
to create something like that,” explains
Susete. “After making the chair and base, |
felt something was missing to really make it a
special piece. | envisioned a silhouette in the
chair and tried to figure out a way to freeze
the moment. | draped fabric over an action
figure, covered it with glue and let it sit to
dry. Once dry, | removed the figure, and the
fabric was left in its ghostly silhouette shape.
The name "The Waiting Widow" just seemed
the most fitting. If you stare at it long enough
you can almost see her moving.” The way
the fabric falls around that missing figure is
exceptional, creating a haunting scene which
lives long in the memory.

Equally spooky are Susete’s original
haunted houses. Much smaller than the
buildings she created during her time

FEATURE

Valentine's cookies with a twist

www.dollshouseandminiaturescene.co.uk
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FEATURE

Hilltop house

DollsHouse www.dollshouseandminiaturescene.co.uk

A Susete’s stunning commission house

on Best in Miniature, one house sits perched
on ‘Grave Hill, pumpkins at the door and
surrounded by gnarled old trees. You can
almost hear the wind whistling through them
under the cover of darkness. Meanwhile, the
quirky slanted window-frames of another, the
house on ‘Spirit Hill, epitomise that haunted
feel."When | work on original pieces, | don't
really think ahead. I'll have a very rough

idea in mind and just start building. Hoping
that with each piece added, it'll tell its own
story,” says Susete.”Sometimes my models
come together exactly as | hoped, and other
times | just want to throw them out the
window. | love the aesthetic of a haunted
house! | admire the look of the lop-sided
rooftops, asymmetrical lines, curved walls,
window frames that resemble sad eyes. To me
there's more beauty in the imperfections, it
enhances the character of a piece!”




FEATURE

«dInspired by the house from ‘The Blair Witch Project’

Have a grumpy Christmas

Despite her evident love of the classic horror
genre, Susete also brings her passion for

all things scary to a selection of seasonal
miniatures. Her traditional festive cookies take
on a spooky twist, as an angry Christmas tree
snarls surrounded by a selection of equally
displeased snowmen and gingerbread.
Presumably they're cross at the possibility

of being usurped by Susete’s not entirely
fearsome looking Krampus inspired
gingerbread man, complete with presents
and candy canes. “Despite my love and
fascination with the genre, I'm not exclusively
into horror... | take inspiration from anywhere,
and sometimes I'm just caught in the spirit of
the season. However, I'd still want to put my
spooky or creepy signature on things | create
across other genres. Also, the juxtaposition as
something so jolly like Christmas mixed with a
little horror is striking!” Continuing the theme
throughout the year, Susete also puts her

heart into a small Valentine's range, her glittery
cookies ideal for those looking for something
a little different with that eerie vibe.

As one of a select number of artisans
,’ creating art as part of Laika Studios’ Laika
by Makers, is there a horror movie house
or miniature Susette aspires to make but
hasn't got around to yet? “There are many!
A recent one that | cannot seem to get out
of my head is the cookie cutter house in
the film Vivarium,” she muses. “It's such an
unsettling watch and while the house itself
is not a complex build, it's the overall feel of
the movie that inspires me to want to build
the house.”

Moving away from the genre entirely,
Susete recently completed a private
commission, creating a beautiful double
fronted house, complete with colourful
garden in full bloom. The house not only
shows her exceptional skill, but also her
diverse range. A modest and exciting artisan,
much of Susete’s art is inspired by some of
the top talent in the horror genre, but there
is no doubt that it is her own work which
has gone on to inspire many others and will
continue to do so. After all, she is the best
in miniature.

II To me there's more beauty in the imperfections,
it enhances the character of a piece

4 The Waiting Widow

For more information visit:

(&) wwwi.instagram.com/monstresss

www.dollshouseandminiaturescene.co.uk ggj!sﬁpyﬁg



CJ Miniatures

Quarter scale furniture kits from Tudor to Modern

UK agent for: Petworth Miniatures of Canada
and Raptoor Crafts of Finland
We also buy & sell pre-loved miniatures.

See us at
Kensington
2nd December
CJ Miniatures,

27 Lower Town,
Sampford Peverell,
Tiverton, Devon EX16 7BJ

Tel: 01884 820540/07733317910
Email: jcm.gabbey47@btinternet.com

www.tumdee-dollshouse-miniatures.co.uk

T: 01536 485529

DELPH MINIATURES _ 8

Specialist U.K. Makers and Retailers of 1/12th
Modern Miniatures direct to the public since 1991.

LIKE US ON

facebook |

“Shop with us on our website!"

www.delphminiatures.co.uk
E-mail : info@delphminiatures.co.uk
Tel: 01274 882391

Cobham Antique Dolls House,
Doll and Toy Fairs

Sunday 12th November 2023
Sunday 10th March 2024

9.30am to 2.30pm Entrance £3
(Early bird entrance from 8am £5)

Cobham Village Hall, Lushington Drive
Cobham, Surrey KT11 2LU
Further information please call 07852102613
Facebook: Antique Dolls House, Doll and Toy Fairs UK
Instagram: cobhamantiquedollhouse

-~ HOBBYS

ANNUAL 2020 - ISSUE NO. 50
£3.50 P&P FREE - 324 PAGES
58 pages of Doll House products,
everything possible for the Doll House
hobbiest, dolls, lighting, furniture,
house plans, kits and pre-built.
Our range includes Airfix, a full range of
Crafts, Mould Making and Casting, a huge
range of Tools, Boats and Ship models, Hobby
books, Glues, Building Plans and a massive
range of Model making supplies.
Hobby’s Knights Hill Square.
London SE27 OHH
020 8761 4244 mail@hobby.uk.com
Visit: www.hobby.uk.com
“ THE MODELMAKER’S YEARBOOK

HOBBYS 50

Breast Cancer Now

The charity stand is nowinits 11th year at the
York Dolls House & Miniatures Fair.

Thanks to our loyal supporters, so far you have
helped us to raise £53,577. We look forward
to seeing you on Sunday 19th November.

Limited Edition
2023 Advewt Calewdar Kit

1 St Nicholas
K, Primary School

janeharrop.co.uk

1/12th, 1/24th & 1/48th scale kits

We will be exhibiting at York Dolls House & Miniatures Fair

on Sunday 19th November.
Join me at 2.30pm in the demonstration area for my talk ‘seasonal sparkle.’




Firework
flesta

If you want bonfire night to go with a bang, this is the project for you.

Fireworks boxes

Materials required
® Firework graphics
® Card

® Tissue paper

® Clue

B YOu WILL NEED

1 Manipulate graphics by cropping and

3 Use a paper folder to score fold lines, then
snip away the corners and make tabs for gluing
the box together

stretching so you have suitable pieces for a box
lid and sides.

PROJECT by Moi Ali

I Moi says...
"Remember, remember the 5th of
November! You don't want bonfire
night to be a damp squib, so light

up the sky with mini fireworks. These

are easy to make, and they also look
good as shop display items. Source
vintage fireworks graphics online and
manipulate them on your computer
as necessary. This can be done easily
in Microsoft Word, so there's no need
for a fancy graphics software!

4 Glue box lid together then glue the side
images in place

5 Make a fractionally smaller base using the
same technique. Cut coloured tissue to line
the base.

6 Fill the boxes with assorted fireworks. &b
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PROJECT

Display box

Materials required

® Graphice

® Thick coloured paper
® Clitter card (optional)
® Clue

YOU WILL NEED

1 Make a template for a display box, ensuring

that you include tabs to glue the display box
together. Make sure your graphics will fit.

N

2 Draw around the template and cut out an
identical shape from stiff coloured paper. Fold
and glue to form a display box.

3 Cut thin glittery card (or use matching or
contrasting plain card), making a base and a
back. Glue in place, to strengthen the display
box and to add decorative interest.

4 Glue graphics in place. Fill the display box
with fireworks.

Roman candles
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Materials required

® Graphics

® Lollipop sticks

® Coloured tissue paper
® Glue

1 Print out re-sized firework wrappers and
cut a lollipop stick to size.

2 Wrap the lollipop stick pieces in coloured

tissue, twist the tissue at the top and trim.

3 Glue a label on each firework.

24| DolisHouse www.dolishouseandminiaturescene.co.uk

Rockets
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Materials required

® Craphics

® Kebab skewers

® Stiff florist's wire

® Thick sewing thread (optional)
® Coloured paper

® Glue

1 Cut a kebab stick in approximately 1.5cm
lengths and florist’s wire in around 2.5cm lengths.
Glue together so they are level at the top.

2 Glue label to kebab stick, then punch circles

of coloured paper using an office punch,

cutting a segment from each circle,

4 Glue a cone to the top of each rocket.

Optional: glue a small piece of thread to the
bottom of the kebab piece as a fuse.



Rocket bucket
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Materials required
® Thin card

® Coloured paper

® Wooden discs

® Florist’s oasis

® Sand

® Glue

1 Stack and glue a few wooden discs (or punch
out some card circles about the size of a penny)

Srandara

FIREWORKS

2 Glue a firework image to a strip of stiff
coloured paper that's long enough to fit round
the discs, with an overlap.

3 Glue the strip around the discs to form a bin
shape. Fill the bin with florist’s oasis.

4 Top the oasis with glue and sprinkle on some
crafting sand. Arrange rockets in the bucket.

Fountains
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Materials required

® Graphice

Cocktail sticks
Coloured tissue paper

Felt tip pen
Glue

1 Cut a cocktail stick and a small square of
coloured tissue paper.

2 Colour the base of the cut cocktail stick
with a pen of the same colour as the
tissue paper.

3 Wrap the cocktail stick piece with
coloured tissue and twist the tissue at the
top and trim.

4 Glue a label on each firework.

PROJECT

Sparklers
(o]
E Materials required
= ® |mages
i ® Coloured paper
wd ® Scrap paper
E ® Glue
-
(@)
D=
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1 Scan, re-scale and print the front of a packet
of sparklers (or find an image online).

2 Glue image centrally to coloured paper.

3 Glue folded scrap paper the same size as the
image to the reverse to provide bulk.

4 Snip the corners then fold the paper to the
back and glue to make a packet shape.
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READER PROJECT

Beautiful baubles

Family traditions are wonderfully nostalgic, especially at Christmas. Reader Conal Oakes has created the most

wonderful mini-making yearly gift for his family, involving their favourite Christmas film, that we have to say
here at DHMS we think is the most incredible idea.

%

My family’s favourite Christmas movie is
‘The Muppet Christmas Carol’ and it has
become a tradition of ours to watch it every
Christmas Eve. One of the first baubles |
gave my wife was actually an attempt at
capturing Scrooge in his counting house
using a heavily modified gaming miniature
and | thought it would be nice to return

to this theme including some of the

other characters from the muppet’s fine
production for this year’s Christmas present.

As this diorama was to be built from
scratch, | knew that the whole scene would

rely on capturing the characters in role.

As a result, | began with what | felt was
the most difficult character, Kermit the
frog in his role as Bob Cratchit, carrying
" Tiny Tim (ably acted by Robin the

frog). | knew that if it was too difficult
to capture a reasonable likeness in
miniature size, | could change my idea
with minimal time having been wasted
on the bauble itself.

There were admittedly a few false
starts as Kermit metamorphosised from
E a dinosaur to a lizard and finally to the
4 frog that we all know and love!

Miss Piggy was the next character to
complete. | was able to create the vast
majority of the body out of card and the
head was created from a mixture of Sculpey

Ui, e o sl and Green Stuff. | wanted the dress to look
TN RS BN § ike worn, patterned material and paints
i ol i lik patterned material and paint
! 2 - were too vibrant for the pattern.
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READER PROJECT

The desired effect was achieved using

marker pens thinly applied to paper and

folded to mimic the folds of address. | used

the same technique in Gonzo's waistcoat.
To create the remainder characters, |

used Sculpey for the main body shape and

added Green Stuff for the finer details on

the face. For the very fine detail | used wire

for the fingers of the models and paper to

L recreate the clothes such as the shirt collars,

waistcoats and cravats. A straw was used for

the manacles on the ghosts’hands and the
top hats.
With the key characters completed, |

\ turned my attention to the setting. | wanted
it to be in keeping with the film and I love
the scene where the penguins ice skate

3 ’ = along the street. There is a Victorian feel to
S . the setting with its muted colour palette
h that | wanted to try to capture.

% ‘; 3 Working with the spherical shape of the
N Christmas bauble over the years, | found
N the most awkward area of the bauble to be

L ¥ t : at the very back of the sphere where Ei»
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space becomes limited. Any modelling
that takes place in this area can appear
cramped and often detract from the key
focus of the diorama. This year | wanted to
capture the illusion of space. | angled the
building at the very back of the bauble and
added two angled mirrors hidden behind
the arch to create the illusion that the
street was running much further than the
space allowed.

Another trick was to use false perspective
when creating the wall sections leading
directly to the arch at the back of the bauble.
| wanted the street to appear much longer
than space would actually allow.

| sketched out a reference grid with the
vanishing point in the centre of the diorama

and used this as a guide when creating the
left-hand wall and the shop front on the
right-hand side of the bauble. This meant
making three separately sized lights which
was a bit of a nuisance but ultimately worth
the effort.

| wanted Marley and Marley to make an
appearance as they are some of my favourite
characters from the film. | thought it would
be novel to incorporate them floating on
the outside of the Christmas bauble in the
ghostly miasma that they bring with them.

A problem that occurred was how to light
the two ghostly characters. Placing an LED
at the front of the bauble would be very
visible and spoil the illusion completely. |
decided to create a hidden light well below

READER PROJECT

the two models and use reflected light
from two hidden mirrors placed on the
back of the floating box (middle right) and
the ghostly vapour (lower left) to shine on
the faces of Marley and Marley. Wires were
hidden behind the wall of the large arch in
the foreground and joined to a small battery
back underneath the floor of the diorama.

| have to give my three children an
honourable mention, especially my
youngest son (age 6) as they enjoy watching
the progress of the bauble in the weeks
leading up to Christmas. They managed
to keep the bauble a complete secret and
not give the game away, even when we sat
watching the Muppet Christmas Carol movie
on Christmas Eve! &
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PROJECT by Sadie Mans ckie

Cottage pie

Cook up an autumnal classic and plate up this hearty cottage pie.

Materials required
® Brown, black, white, yellow and
orange polymer clay

Golden ochre, brown and dark
cadmium orange pastels

ke & Bond
1/12th scale cream
ceramicplate

Sculpey

YOU WILL NEED

Gloss and matte varnish
Dried parsley

Tools required

® 1/12th scale fork

® Small paintbrush

® Roller

® Craft knife

® Needle tool or sewing pin

1 To create the minced beef, roll brown
polymer clay into very tiny balls, as small as you
can manage.

2 Mix some orange clay with a little yellow
and roll out to around 1/3rd of a millimetre

in thickness. Cut into small cubes. Bake these
and the balls of clay made in the previous step
before leaving to cool.

3 Add a small amount of yellow polymer

clay to white, making a pale shade of cream
resembling mashed potato. Roll out to 1%2mm
in thickness and cut a rectangle measuring
1.3cm by 9mm.

.e a small 1/12th scale fork to score
your preferred pattern into the top of the
cream clay.



5 Add texture all the way around the side of
the cream clay using a needle tool or sewing
pin, taking your time to achieve the most
realistic mashed potato effect.

6 Grate golden ochre pastel, adding in a little
dark cadmium orange and brown. Brush the
mixture over the top of the mashed potato
to create the perfect browned appearance,
varying the shading and taking care to avoid
the sides.

7 Roll out some brown clay to 3mm in
thickness at one end and 2mm at the other,
creating a bit of a wave effect. Cut a rectangle
a little larger than the mashed potato. Use
Sculpey Bake & Bond or similar to adhere the
mashed potato to the top of the brown clay.

PROJECT

8 Using a craft knife, carefully cut the
brown clay all the way around the mashed
potato layer.

9 Mix Bake and Bond with grated brown pastel,
adding in just a very small amount of black.

10 Stick the cottage pie to your chosen 1/12th
scale ceramic plate with Bake & Bond. Use the

needle tool or sewing pin to spread the Bake

& Bond/pastel mixture from the previous step
all the way around the base layer below the
mashed potato before adding the ‘minced beef’
and ‘carrots’ Bake and allow to cool thoroughly.

P
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11 Coat the cottage pie filling with gloss

varnish and the mashed potato with matte.
Whilst the varnish is still dry and is able to act
as an adhesive, finely chop some dried parsley
and sprinkle over the top. '

Did you Know?

Cottage pie is over 200 years old, with records of the traditional British
dish dating back to the late 18th century.
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INTERVIEW

We Jiscover:

Michael Robbins

A semi-finalist on More 4's The Great Big Tiny Design Challenge, Michael Robbins’
work is full of life and personality. We simply had to find out more...

What first captured your eye in the world of miniatures?
When | was young, a family friend owned a dolls house and as soon

as | saw it, | wanted one for myself! | think it was the idea of having
something in miniature that | couldn’t own in real, full-size life that
appealed to me most.

How would you describe your style?

My main style of work | create is rooted in fantasy. | am inspired by
fairytales, theme parks, movies - anything out of the ordinary. Often
my work has distinctive faces. | also love Halloween and Christmas so
these two seasons definitely influence my work.

You describe yourself as a maker and a collector - do you

have a preference?

| don't have a preference. Both aspects of the hobby interest me
equally. | love creating whatever is in my head that day but | also love
collecting from others. My collection is mainly dolls, vintage looking
artisan teddy bears and toys, and beautiful French furniture - very
different from the work | make to sell .

What minis do you enjoy making?

| love to make anything with a face. | will put a face on pretty much
anything from a pumpkin, to a candle, to a clock - even furniture
sometimes. | always sculpt from scratch without the use of moulds so
it's always exciting to see what characters and expressions form out of
the clay. It can just be the slightest mark in the clay or the placement
of the eyes that can really change up the face and | love that every
one comes out unique.
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INTERVIEW

What is your preferred material to use and what advice do you
have for those using it?

I mainly like to work in polymer clay. | find it easy to manipulate and
sculpt with and the nice thing is, if something goes wrong, you can
just roll it up and start again without wasting it! My biggest advice for
polymer clay would be to really focus on colour. The standard polymer
clay colours are often primary or very bright and intensely pigmented
which can be jarring when baked. | always mix some beige doll clay
and a tiny piece of brown into any colour, as it tones down and mutes
the colour which | think looks much nicer at such a small scale

What advice do you have for those new to miniatures?

Go to a miniature show if you can, especially a bi<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>