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Announcing the Nancy Van Horne Estate Online Auction!
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Saturday, March 14th

Handmade roomboxes, furniture, dolls, dollhouses, accessories
and so much move. Some items are handmade by Nancy!

Please visit our website for more details. You can register by going to www.KarensDollhouse.com or www.invaluable.com
Check it out, there are over 400 lots of her estate.
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New Reutter Porcelain products coming in 2020!
Reutter Porcelain is made with the finest quality and craftsmanship including
24 Karat gold used for decorative trim.

ReutterPorcelainUSA.com visit website for new products for 2020.
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Avrtistry in Miniature by Laura Crain

Garden & Ploral CArtiar
Creationa
See you at:

Seattle Show

£
Portland NAME Show
5
Chicago International Show

&
Dallas Show

&
Good Sam Show

no, CA 92675
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MINIATU
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. AND OTHER @ ﬁﬁ
COLLECTIONS INC

New Exhibit

“On the Job - Work Spaces in Miniature”
Jan 22-May 31

Upcoming Event

Attic Sale
Saturday, April 11,2020

Upcoming Workshop

Kristie Norman 1/4-inch workshop
Saturday, May 23,2020

Plan to Shop with Us
e Miniature “finds" at all price points
e Many pieces hand-crafted and signed
e Visit our eBay store: CarmelMiniatureMuseum®

I oneyT/o 8OCDNESS | Spring

HA Chicken Artist
'INDL . Unonn
| Tiooritmnisal * Price is $45
n EE Bunny Jack
g In the Box
O Price is $26

1M East Main St. Carmel, IN 46032 o 317-575-9466
Hours: Wed-Sat: 1lam to 4pm Sun Tpm-4pm
www.museumofminiatures.org

Real Good Toys

Heirloom Quality Dollhouses

Engineering the world’s best miniature
homes for 47 years!

i

Many Choices! Sizes! Price levels! Years of Joy!
122 Gallison Hill Road, Montpelier, VT 05602
802-262-6018 on the web: www.RealGoodToys.com
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reating miniatures is a moment

when I truly feel free. I discovered

at an early age the more someone
would try to control me the more I would
resist. But if [ was trusted to do the right
thing, I most certainly would.

This was because my father raised me
with freedom and would share his wisdom
and life experience. He was much older
than the average father. I took everything
he said to heart. Not that I didn't get into
some trouble as a teen, but darn it if he
wasn't always right! I remember climbing
out my bedroom window at midnight to
walk 4 miles on back roads with friends,
just for fun. I could have went out the front
door without him knowing, but [ wanted to
pretend I was undercover.

My grades skyrocketed when I started
college because no one inflicted rules. It
was up to me to succeed and [ loved the
challenge. This is how I feel when creating.
It is my concept, my vision, and my own two
hands that are free to make something out
of nothing. I set high standards and take no
shortcuts. So [ am sure to be proud of the
finished esults. Sometimes it doesn'’t turn
out as I would like, but [ know I did my best.

I hope you enjoy this issue of AM and
consider using the tutorials as a guide, but
add your own creative spin and push your
creative work to the next level. After all that is
your number one job as an artist!

Auralea Krieger, Editor
auralea@ashdown.co.uk
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PROJECT

Brick chimney

Yet another way to create miniature brickwork

like to experiment with

different techniques

when making projects
so when it came time to
make a chimney I tried
something different. I have
made brick many ways
over the years. Each of my
dollhouses are not only
made with a certain time
period in mind but also
with a different feel. They
have been rustic, haunting,
crispy clean, whimsical and
loosey-goosey.

Because of that I like to

make bricks or stone in
new ways each time to

match them. This is just one

AM vx MARCH

BY AURALEA KRIEGER

: ways to make bricks. This
: technique is great for small
. areas of brick work.

Build your chimney
shape. [ used foam

board and card board.

Next, cover it with wood

filler paste and give it

i some texture with a coarse
brush. Let dry. You may :
: need to touch up by adding :
: orein spots.

Paint your chimney.
I used Ceramcoat

© Frosted Crab apple and

Autumn Brown. Let dry.

Cut a piece of mat

board the height you
want your bricks to be that
is the width of the widest
part of the chimney.

Lay it on the chimney
and run your knife
along it. You can see my

like this. [ use a sharpening
stone on one blade over
and over for months unless
the tip breaks then those

Scale =Any
Materials:

B Chimney structure

B DAP Inc Latex Plastic
Wood Filler

B Spackle knife

B Coarse paint brush

B Knife blade

M Paint

B Paint brush

M Card stock

B Mat board

B White glue

: are saved. Make all your

. horizontal lines on all sides.
: Make indents around the

: corners as you go.

Then figu e how you
will evenly disperse

your brick rows. When I
: built my chimney skeleton
. I kept the lengths of my
¢ bricks in mind. They need
© to wrap around the edges
just so to look authentic.

Try and keep your lines
as straight as you can. A

blade is not at a point. I save : [eW of mine started to slant.

my broken blades for things ; YU can repaint and fix
See more of my work be
: visiting @auraleakrieger
. on Instagram!



Noah's Ark

Make a mini toy for the nursery

BY RONNIE GODFREY

his was made with

thin cardboard

such as a cereal
box. Cut 2" x 1/2” lengths
of cardboard. Cut pieces
of 1/16" thick wood for the
cabin as shown in the dia-
gram. Clue the two pieces
of cardboard together
and shape as shown.
Assemble the cabin as in
the diagram. Paint the Ark
as desired.

Make giraffes from
short lengths of toothpicks
glued together, painted
and stuck into the holes in

PROJECT

the roof. Mr. and Mrs. Noah
are carved toothpicks with
slivers of wood attached
for arms and then stuck to
wooden bases.

of cardboard
together

‘ Roof pieces.
Shaded areas

cut/drilled out

for giraffes.

Glue 2 pieces

Sand away
shaded area
Position of
cabin shown
by dotted line

Assembling
giraffe’s
head

MARCH ¥ AM



M AM is your magazine, and we
want to hear from you. Write to:
MiniMail, American Miniaturist,
PO Box 219, Kasson, MN 55944, Or
email: auralea(@ashdown.co.uk.
Letters may be edited if necessary.

* Star letter :
The article, “Christmas ' AM ritual

in the Dollhousei’ in the When AM arrives, I check that the dogs dishes are full,
December 2019 issue was © put them out to potty, and fix myself a snack Then

un.doubtedly. the most I browse through it, then read it cover to cover!
poignant article I have read

Gracia from Camarillo CA

in American Miniaturist

magazine. Deri Terry’s

description of the loss she

and her family experienced,

most especially that of her

grandson, Fin of his dad, was :

hugely moving. :
Her gift of a dollhouse

depicting Fin’s last memory

of his dad was incredibly

perceptive and to have

included dolls representing

the family members, so

astute. I can only believe

Fin will return again and

again to that dollhouse to

work through his deepest

feelings. What a profoundly

therapeutic and healing gift!

I am so glad Deri decided to

share this story with us all.

Eleanor from Hingham, MA

Greatidea

There are lots of good things
in the November issue of AM :
but my absolute favorite is :
the lictle list on page 84 of

some past fall tutorials — a

great idea to be able to easily

8 AM % MARCH



. read about who have received
. one of your generous prizes, |
© was absolutely floo ed by your
: generosity and the beautiful
wrapping of each litde’

i present. You guys are simply

. fantastic. I love the magazine

¢ and I was honored to win the
: contest. Thank you so much!

: Dawn from Hollywood, FL

: Highlights contest

i My highlight in January 2020
' American Miniaturist #201.

: Two articles excited me, “The
mini Muskoka chair” and the
i “Making of a mini sewing

: room”. Gail Mumford’s mini

. Muskoka chair because I have
been trying to figu ¢ out how
to make two of them. Then

¢ there it was in front of me in

¢ my current issue of AM and

¢ it included patterns and clear

: instructions.

. ¢ The “Maki f a mini
find a fall p oject for club : Thank you p Cne vampgolaminl

: : sewing room was an amazing
or personal fun. Thanks to " wanted to thank vou f s di d1 enioved

homever had that idea : wan oo an you o ; diorama and I enjoye
" Beth from Manitoba (.:anada : the prizes that T won in the reading how Mary Ciccolella
' ¢ October 2019 AM Ritual . made it. Thank you for never

AM ritual Con‘te.st. The experience of disappointing me.

¢ receiving that box of goodies : Susan from Apopka, FL

When I first get my magazine, :

2 ¢ in the mail was beyond
I check out the Mini Scoop . a L. )
¢ amazing. Incredibly it arrived
to see the new contests. Then

. just two days before my
I check out the Snippets ¢ birthday and I thought that
page. From there I look atall :

st dd th i
of the projects. Then I read ! P o anyone mmy

¢ famil Id h
the welcome from Auralea ; famiy would have gotten

me a ‘mini’ gift and then
and read every page of the ¢ I remembered that I had

magazine from beginning to  :
¢ entered your contest.

end and searching for Arthur. And just like others 've

Joyce from Kettering, OH

MARCH ¥ AM
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PROJECT

Make a cane bed

Everything you need to make this cane bed is right here

had saved a photo this

bed in real life for a few

years hoping to make it
in miniature. [have final y
gotten around to making it
and am sharing it with you
this issue. The headboard
and footboard have can-
Ing in them. For the can-
ing I used 14 count waste
canvas. I painted it using

acrylic craft paint, you could

use spray paint.

Trace the patterns onto
mat board, 3 times.

[ am going to use

my scroll saw to cut
these out. So I have glued
two pleces of mat board

Scale=1:12 .
¢ craft knife. When you have

: finished glue two head-
boards together and two
: footboards together. Use
¢ Tacky Clue for gluing.

Materials:

B 14 count waste canvas
M Mat board

M Pencil

B Scroll saw or craft knife
M Tacky Glue

M Ruler

B Square

M Card stock

B Acrylic craft paint

M Paint brush

B Sandpaper

B Satin varnish

AM % MARCH

BY KRIS COMPAS

together and traced. Thave
: also traced another set onto
i asingle layer of mat board.

You can cut out the
three layers using a

To cut out the center
of the headboard I fi st

cut a hole in the center. [

: removed my blade and put
: the mat board under the

: hold down. I put the blade

¢ backin and cut the center
: out. Remove the blade to

¢ remove the mat board. Put
: the blade back in and cut

: around the outside of the
headboard.

After you have finishe
cutting you should have

: two sets. One set is two
layers of mat board glued

¢ together and the other set is
. only one layer.

[ am adding something
to this bed that [ have

not on my past beds. I
: want to mortise in the side



boards to make the bed
more sturdy.

This is the headboard.
Measure 1/8" in from
the sides; 5/8” up from the

bottom; the slotis 1/2” long.

Cut the slot at least

1/16" wide. Do not cut
through. Cut down to the
next layer of mat board.

For the footboard,
measure 1/8” in from
the sides; 5/8” up from the

PROJECT

s = 1 o

1 Cut the slot at least

1/16" wide. This slot

you cut through.

1 1 Cut the side boards

for the bed. The

: strips are 1/2” wide and 6
: 5/8"long, cut two. T used a
square to make sure [ had
¢ square ends to keep the

¢ bed nice and square.

1 Try your side boards

for fit. Trim out more

mat board if needed. Do
¢ Not Glue In, Yet.
bottom; the slotis 1/2” long. :

: 1 Use the pattern to

: cut the waste canvas.
¢ Iput my pattern on the

: diagonal to get the caned
: look.

1 Use Tacky Clue to

glue the waste can-

vas onto the single layer
: footboard.

1 5Glue the doubled

layer of mat board

on with the waste canvas
: sandwiched between. So
¢ you have one side a little
: thicker than the other. The

MARCH 3 AM
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single layer will be facing
the mattress.

1 [ experimented with
the headboard fi st
to see if the waste canvas
could pass for caning. I
was pleased with the re-
sults. This process was not
photographed.

1 7 Trace and cut out the
headboard waste

canvas using the pattern.
Clue this to the SINGLE

LAYER headboard. Glue the :
i cut for the headboard.

doubled layer headboard

AM v MARCH

: on top making sure the slots
: are showing.

1 When you are looking

the doubled layers will

: be facing you. The single

¢ layers will be facing a wall
. (that's the headboard) and
i the single layer of the foot-
: board will be facing the end
of the mattress. :

1 I used card stock to

PROJECT

at the bed finished

veneer the edges of
the bed. [ used a diagonal

2

. the strip 5/32” was too
wide. You can measure the
¢ thickness of the head and

: footboards to check this

: for yourself.

2

[ cut this a proud
1/8” wide. Cutting

Clue the card stock
strips onto the edge
of the bed. Also cover the

: bottom edge of the bed.

9

spray paint to paint the
¢ whole bed. I did not.

As I mentioned
earlier you can use



2 For my sample, [

cut the waste can-
vas, placed it onto paper
and painted with acrylic
craft paint. I turned the
canvas over and painted
again. [used a T-pin to
poke through the paint in
the holes. I painted heavy
to give the canvas some
thickness.

2 Before you paint,
please sand the
edges to take the sharp-
ness off. I sanded around

the inside edge and

PROJECT

Pattern:

around the outside edge of

the bed.

2 Since your canvas

is all ready glued
In we are going to paint
it all together. [ painted
the canvas fi st on the foot
board getting it to look
the way I wanted. I only
poked through the large
holes in the canvas and left
the others. That doesn't
mean [ covered them in on
purpose [ just left them the
way they were.

Waste canvas

Waste canvas

MARCH 3 AM
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Pattern:

Headboard

Footboard

14  AM s MARCH



26Ipainted two to three :
light coats of paint on :

3

glued to the side boards.

¢ The cut edge of the new

: strip is glued to the side

: board so that it doesn't
show on the outside of the
: bed. Let this dry.

3

footboards. Square up the
¢ bed and let this dry.

3

wide strips of mat board
: onto the sideboards.

the mat board. Be sure to
let the paint completely dry
before you repaint each
coat. This is after all paper
and you are making it wet
and it soaks through. Don't
rush this.

2 After that, [ sanded

lightly and gave the
mat board a nice smooth
last coat of paint.

2 To hold the mattress

you need to cut two
more strips of mat board.
These are 1/2” wide and 6
3/8" long.

2 Clue the new strips
to the sideboards.

PROJECT

Center these strips leaving

a 1/16" on each end.

This photo shows
the new strips

into the head and

stability, I glued two

Measure between
the sideboards, on

. the inside.

3

¢ them to the side boards.

. Let this dry. I could have

i substituted one large piece
instead of gluing these and
: the second strips to the

: side boards. Your choice.
Clue the side boards :

3

: ish on the bed, the waste
i canvas, too.

To give the bed more :

: Visit Kris at 1inchminisby
: kris blogspot.com.

[ cut 2 strips of mat
board and glued

[ sprayed a couple
of coats of satin fi -

MARCH 3 AM
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ROOM BOX

Capturing memories
IN Miniatures

Frances Hulcher was the runner up for the
Shops Across America contest by Real Good Toys

BY PAM NORTH

aryland resident Frances : §
M Hulcher, a retired com-  :
puter specialist, loves
retirement because she now
has more time to indulge her
passion for miniatures. She
makes 1:12 and 1:24 scale
room boxes, houses, and fur-
niture, and finds that buildin
minis is a very relaxing and
creative outlet for her. “I lose
myself in it,” she remarked.
“I get a peaceful feeling :
imagining a perfect miniature :
world where all is well.”
Books led her as a child
to being interested in small
things. Reading tales such as
Thumbelina, The Borrowers,
and Wynken, Blynken, and
Nod, introduced her to wee _
characters and small-scale set-
tings, and she was fascinated,
imagining a little bed in a
matchbox or a nutshell. The
love of mini things endured,
becoming a major part of
her life through subsequent

Right: The busy potions table in
the half-scale room box.

16  AM s MARCH
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CURAGIVE CALTLIYO

Above: The from of the shop. The
bricks are made from Paperclay.

years. Over the ensuing
decades. Frances has built
a small house for her three
grandchildren, as well as room
boxes and houses for herself,
enjoying making her creations
as realistic as possible. “I love
how you can create an imagi-
nary setting where everything
is just as you like it,” she said.
Frances always had wanted
a dollhouse, never having
received one among all the
toys she was given in child-
hood. When she was 28 years

MARCH » AM 17



ROOM BOX

Curative Cauldron, came

i about after her 10-year-old

: granddaughter, a big Harry

¢ Potter fan, visited the Wizard-
: ing World of Harry Potter at
Universal Studios in Florida

i with her grandfather. “It was a
: magical trip for both of them,
: and I wanted to capture the
feeling of wonder she expe-
rienced,” Frances recalled.

¢ “While I wanted to memorial-
© ize her trip, I didn’t want it

Above: An owl’s eye look inside
the room box from above.

old, her fi efighter father too
a picture of a beautiful house
in Baltimore, and in his spare
time at the fi ehouse he built
a dollhouse from scratch for
her, made to look exactly like
the real thing,

He made the bricks, sid-
ing, windows, floors, oof, :
and all the components of the :
house by hand. In the process, :
he told her how he accom- :
plished each element, giving
her the additional legacy of
teaching her to build, mea-
sure, use tools, and have the
desire and confidence to c e-
ate her own miniatures. Mini
saws and miter boxes were no
longer mysteries. Since her fa- :
ther has now passed away, the
dollhouse he made is a special :
treasure for her, one which she :
someday will pass on to her
granddaughter.

Her latest piece, [zzys

18  AM # MARCH



ROOM BOX

Right: The shelf is full of carefully : |
made potions, each with a label.

to be literal, but rather to pay
homage to the wonder and
feeling she had when there.”
That goal was achieved, as
the piece perfectly crystallizes
the magical aura of a time of
fantasy and spell-casting.

The one-inch scale project
began with a kit as the basic
structure, and metamorphosed
from there, with Frances creat-
ing her own versions of bricks, :
a stone floo , shelves, walls with | |
wainscoting, and the exterior. :
She sculpted the exterior and
flooring f om Paperclay to :
form bricks, stones, shingles on :
the overhang and the exterior ~ :
walls, simulating concrete peel- :
ing away from brick. :

It was the first time sh
had used Paperclay, and an X-
ACTO knife was the carving
tool. She mixed sand into the
paint for the interior walls and :
made wainscoting with coffee
stirrers. Paint was applied in a
dry brush manner to age and
antique, resulting in a realistic
ambiance. “The hardest part
was making the shop appear
old and spooky; it’s easier to
make something look new and : §
pristine,” she explained. :

She purchased the table
and the owl chair from Heir-
loom Woodworks in Frost,
Texas, and many of the potion :
bottles from various sources all
over the world. :

MARCH 5 AM
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As miniaturists go
through their creative pro-
cesses with each project, the

finished pieces can mir or the :

original vision, or they can
evolve in unexpected ways.
While Frances’ basic concept
of a Harry Potter-inspired
potion shop was realized,
each item’s creation gave
birth to new ideas.

“My favorite part is the
back interior brick wall
because it set the stage for the
rest of the project. I enjoyed
the fun of making it, espe-

cially making the exterior look

like worn concrete with bricks

showing through, moss on the :

walls, and old iron rain spouts
(made from the centers of
rolls of dog waste bags).

AM v MARCH

Working in miniature
: sometimes can be very ex-

pensive, and it also is difficul

“Hopefully it will
be cherished by my
granddaughter and
passed on to her
family one day.,

. to handle very tiny items,

¢ especially as I grow older and
© it is more difficult to see.

: She plans on keeping her
creation, saying, “Hopefully

¢ it will be cherished by my
granddaughter and passed on
© to her family one day.”

© The future of miniatures
is bright in Frances’ opin-

: Above: More magical potions
are on the floor, which was

. beautifully made with Paperclay
: and then hand-painted.

ion. “I have a 10-year-old

i granddaughter who is just as

¢ fascinated with minis as [ am,
i so I believe there always will

: be people in every genera-

© tion who share a love of tiny

: things. I create for my own

¢ pleasure, and I'm gratified that
. others appreciate what I do.”

She is looking forward to

© bringing new ideas into reality.
: “Id like to create something
 nostalgic from my child-

¢ hood, some places that were

: meaningful to me then, such

© as replicas of rooms in my
grandparents homes, as well as
stores and places I visited.”



PROJECT

Doll dressing

Dress your doll in a stunning red dress

just love the Outlander

television series and

one dress has always
stood out for me. The red
dress! In this month’s doll
making tutorial we will be
recreating that very outfit 1
1:12 scale. The dress is de-
ceptively minimal but takes
quite a bit to recreate.

Paint your doll shoes
with red finge nail polish
and let dry.

Clue on several thin silk

ribbon strips for the
shoe straps.

Clue on ajewelry fin -
Ing or a bead for the
buckle on the sides.

Assemble your doll

using your preferred
construction method, leav-
Ing off the arms until later
in the creating process.
Make sure that her chest
and shoes are pointed in
the same direction. The
head/neck on this mold tilts
slightly to the side. I used
the Camille mold made by
Stacy Hoffman.

BY DANA

Clue the doll onto the
doll stand.

Underskirt

Cut a very narrow slip
(rectangle) out of the

batiste. Make a tube and
: slide it on the doll's waist.

Clue on several layers
of triangle cosmetic

i sponges as shown.

a cotton ball to soften

the shape of her pannier.

Cutouta 6’ x 6" piece
of batiste and fold in

Scale=1:12
Materials:

H Doll

M Doll stand

M Cotton ball

B Florist tape

B Pipe cleaner

M Materials, trims as desired

B Aleene’s Original Tacky Glue

B Pins

B Paper towels

B Red nail polish

B Tweezers

M Scissors

B Knitting needle

M Silk ribbon

M V-shape cosmetic sponges
for padding

M Viscose

B Beads, jewelry finding or
shoe buckles

W Hair mister

B Water

M Flatiron

M Ruler

¢ half, then iron so there is a
: nice crease.

1 Turn one side edge

under to the wrong

: side and glue.
Top off the padding with :
1 Clue the side edges

together and form a

tube around the padding. I
: gently folded the top edges
¢ inward and glued.

MARCH 5 AM
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1 Lightly mist the

underskirt with hair
spray (1 or 2 times) to
harden the fabric to use as
a foundation.

Skirt

1 Cutad’x 14" rect-
angle of the red silk

material. Turn the bottom

edge under to the wrong

side and glue for a clean

finished hem

1 Turn one side edge
to the wrong side
and glue. Overlap the back

AM v MARCH
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i edges and glue to the back
: of the doll.

1 5 Cut a notch out by the

doll's waist. Be careful

¢ you don't cut too much or
: you will have a gap

: between the bodice and
the skart.

1 Starting on one side,

simply hand pleat the

. gilk material around the
doll. Then, at the back only,
i glue the pleated skirt top-
¢ edge-down on the batiste

: underskirt.

: 1 When you reach the

front of her skirt, turn

: the top edge of the hand
pleated skirt under to the

: wrong side and glue. Then

: glue that on top of the back
. section. Repeat for the other
side of the skirt.

: Sleeves
1 Next, glue your

porcelain doll arms

: onto a pipe cleaner. Wrap
the arms with white flo ist
: tape untll a little bulk is

¢ achieved to replicate a

: realistic arm shape.



Pattern:

1 Insert the arm into the
torso and cut off any

excess wire until a realistic

arm length is achieved.

2 Cutal 1/4" x 2" rect-

angle of the red silk.
Note that this is only a sug-
gestion of the size. You will
need to measure your arm

PROJECT

Front bodice
cut1

: with a paper towel pattern
¢ to get a perfect fit becaus

. everyone assembles their
. doll a bit differently.

2 Make a tube, slide it
up the doll's arm and

leave the top edge open
: to glue to the shoulder as
: shown. Repeat for other arm.

Decoration

2 Cut (2) back bodice
patterns out from the

batiste material.

2 3 Carefully glue the
batiste pattern to
the red silk and let dry.
Then cut out the pattern
with and added 1/4” seam
allowance. Clue the seam

allowance to the batiste as
shown.

2 4 Clue on the back-
bodice piece to her

torso and around to the

side. Glue down her shoul-

der strap to the middle of
her shoulder.

2 Repeat on other side.
Clue a thin strip of
silk ribbon down the back
to cover the raw edges of

joined back bodice.

2 6 Cut out the front
bodice piece from
batiste. Following the
directions above, glue to the
front of her torso around to
her side. Overlap the sleeve
straps at the top of her
shoulders and cut off any
excess material, then glue
it on flat

2 Lastly, glue silk ribbon

In a crisscross pattern
around the front of her
bodice.
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[ cannot stress enough, us-
Ing a paper towel or batiste
scrap FIRST to make sure
that your pattern fits our
doll. Everyone assembles
a doll differently;, and if you
do not make adjustments
for your own individual doll
size then this pattern will
not work.

Wigging

2 Mist viscose with wa-
ter and wrap around

a knitting needle tightly.

Clamp on with a flati on to

dry and set the curl.

AM v MARCH
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2 When the hair is cool,

slide off the rod, and

gently pick hair apart for
: nice waves.

BO Glue a realistic
hairline on the doll's

. head. Gently spread a sec-
tion of the viscose and lay

¢ on the glue (from nose to

: neck).

3 Clue a line from ear

to ear and press a

strip of viscose on. Let dry.
: This effectively forms a

: wigging cross.

: 3 When the glue is dry,

carefully gather hair

: into a loose ponytail and
glue to the top of her head
: for amessy bun. Pinin

¢ place if necessary, to shape
¢ bun while the glue dries.

Lastly, glue on the red
rhinestone earrings.

© You did it! Now sit back and
{ enjoy your very own ver-
: sion of Claire!

DanaBurton.com @



Mini tutorials needed
We hope you have been
enjoying all of the wonderful
tutorials featured in American
Miniaturist. The e are so
many impressive creative ideas
and new techniques in the
miniature community. We try
our best to find p ojects we
think our readers will enjoy,
but we know there are more
that we can find out the e.

If you would like to be a
part of this fun publication,
please consider being one of
our valued contributors.

We have great opportunities
for miniaturists who submit
tutorials such as credit towards
subscriptions and individual
issues. And, if you are in
business, your tutorials might
actually help promote what
you are selling. We’ll furnish
you with these details after
your submission has been
approved.

Imagine how much joy your
mini project could give others
who share your passion for
this art form!

Send your step-by-step
instructions and photos to
Tutorial Submission, American
Miniaturist, PO Box 219,
Kasson, MN 55944. You may
also send your entries via
email to auralea@ashdown.
co.uk. Please be sure to
include your name, address,

phone number, and email

address. We can’t wait to see
your projects!

MARCH 5 AM
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FEATURE

Veronique Lux is an artisan who weaves
miniature dreams created with whimsy

s a child, Veronique

loved playing with her

sisters with little home-
made characters and kit
furniture. She did not have
a dollhouse. At that time
she found a cardboard box
would work just as well if
she used her imagination.
There was never a time
when she wasn’t building,
drawing or painting.

Today she does own a
dollhouse that was built by
Frances England. It is full
of furniture and accessories

AM v MARCH

BY JOAN MCKENZIE

. the world. In addition to

. her miniature collection

¢ she also collects children’s
books, old toys and decora-
i tive objects so her full size

. house is just as full and as

. busy as her dollhouse!

After visiting multiple

: miniature shows, Veronique
decided to launch her own

. original creations. She has a
i very unique design and style.
CIf you look at her work,

: you'll immediately know

¢ that it belongs to her and

¢ her alone. She is a prolific
made by artists from around :

artist with many customers.

‘Aftervisiting multiple
. miniature shows,

: Veronique decided to
: launch her own
 original creations.”

Her first miniatu e show,

i where she displayed her
i handmade treasures, was
¢ close to home in Paris, then

Below left: Veronique Lux at

* her show table. Below: Bunnies

: carrying wood. Right: Veronique
makes small shops to display her
: miniature creations.
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Right: Lots of baby donkeys
tucked comfy in their beds.

she went to London and
next to Chicago. Now she
attends the Chicago show
every year. She has also
dreamed about exhibiting
in Japan. She showcases
her work across most social
media platforms.
Veronique takes inspira-
tion from children’s books,
many as old as 60 years, also :
from old toy catalogs, the :
Internet and Pinterest.
With some student train-
ing in drawing and painting,
Veronique finds that once sh
has a drawing in place, she is
then confident that she ca
transform it into something

AM 5 MARCH




“She loves portraying
festive moods and
family projects like
trimming a tree.

three dimensional.

As an artisan and minia-
turist, she has finely honed
skills. Originally, she began
by creating miniature bird
cages which she has now
perfected and no dollhouse

should be without one of her :
i projects like trimming a tree.

charming birdcages! They
come in all sizes and colors
and each one is charming,.

FEATURE

: Above: A 1:12 scale toy shop full
: of handmade items. Right: An
. elephant marching band!

She soon decided that

. her unique art forms would
. be representations of small

. humanized animals such

© as little rabbits, hedgehogs,
squirrels, pigs, cats, mice,

i etc. These creatures are al-

: ways busy working through
¢ life’s daily activities.

She loves portraying
festive moods and family

Veronique also loves

making shops and very small




FEATURE

Above: The Tom Thumb toy shop
: is a welcome gathering place for
: many creatures. Left: A hand
full of little kittens dressed in
. charming little outfits
: houses largely inspired by
: fairy tales and children’s sto-
: ries so that her imagination
¢ will take over and before she
¢ knows it, her concept has
¢ come to life.

Her passion for minia-
: tures compels her to work

AM v MARCH



every day of the week. “It
would be very helpful if I
had more than two hands
and more than 24 hours in
each day to achieve all that
I want to create”. She has
more ideas than she can
possibly make at any given
time, so she takes notes and

FEATURE

®She has more ideas
. than she can possibly
. make at any given

: time, so she takes

: notes and makes

. sketches to remind

' her of her ideas.”

. Above: An extensive collection
of miniatures, both cherished
. antiques and handmade art.

makes sketches to remind

¢ her of the ideas. Then,

. when she has the time, she

¢ executes them into her won-
¢ derful art form.

In the future, Veronique

MARCH 5 AM
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. Above: Mr. Bear’s toy shop always
: has lots of customers. Left: These
. bunnies are getting ready for
Easter. Below: Mommy bunny is

. rocking her little one to sleep.

32  AM + MARCH



Above: Three little pigs with
the materials they will use to
build their houses. Above right:
Veronique’s signature miniature
birdhouses. Below: Friends
keeping warm on a chilly day.

: would like to devote herself
: to creating illustrations in
¢ parallel with her work. What :
© an ingenious idea. [ have
i some of her original paint-

FEATURE

®It would be very

helpful if | had more

than two hands and

: more than 24 hours in

. each day to achieve all
, i that | want to create.

§ | ings and they are so instantly
© recognizable as her signature
art work. She shares, “When
i I'was a child, I was never

¢ bored. It’s wonderful to be

: passionate about our work!”

The passion and creativ-

ity are bursting out all over
i her work. Enjoy the beauti-
i ful photographs showcasing
¢ her creations.

MARCH 3 AM
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DOLLHOUSE TOUR

Introducing
Galesong

A simple creative miniature project as a child
can stay with you your whole life

themed dollhouses in the

last several years. Galesong
is a sail and tack shop lo-
cated in a sleepy little harbor
somewhere around the Great
Lakes. That is where my in-
spirations rooted as a young
boy. I wandered Lake Erie’s
shore in what seemed to be
endless summers.

Ihave made many nautical

very cold. I would spend
hours making cardboard
buildings inside our warm
home while mom did her

housework. I am a steelworker

AM v MARCH

BY PAUL BLOCK

¢ now in a small town in Colo-
¢ rado. The work is intense. I

¢ have needed to find a way t
unload a long day’s pressure.
i Relieving my youthful memo- :
¢ ries as I build a dollhouse has
¢ become a great pastime. Over
© the years my youthful activi-

: ties have merged and every

© project returns me to the

¢ shores I knew as a youth.
The winters however were

Galesong sat on my coftee
© table for nearly a year as [
completed her, about four
: months of that time spent
¢ finishing the building. When

the building was nearly com-

. pleted I started the detailing
¢ which has become my favorite

part of a build.

I purchased a band saw
a few months ago and it has

. proved to be the handiest of

¢ tools to modify furniture that
¢ Tbuild or buy. I believe that

I can say that I have never

. installed a piece of furniture

: without some sort of modi-

: Below left: Paul tells a story by

. staging his houses with small

: moments, like the shirt hanging

. on the stair post. Below: A peek

: inside the house. Right: The side
: view of Galesong, a handmade

: 1:12 dollhouse.




DOLLHOUSE TOUR
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Above: A beautifully made row
boat. Right: Paul has made a
creative way to look inside.

fication. Each house I mak
needs to tell a story. Each
piece of furniture helps tell
the story. I find when a piec
has a story it gives it authen-
ticity. It can even be some-
thing simple. Dad lost his car
keys. Little brother broke his
glasses. I have perfected some
ageing and wear techniques
and I enjoy using them to
help define each p oject’s
story. The gal in Galesongis
waiting for a gallon of milk to :
be delivered by a friend. :
I have tried in the past to
make commissioned pieces
to sell. I lose interest in the

AM v MARCH
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Above: The bed and bathroom.
Right: The bedroom has a
window with a view.

work long before completion

because my heart wasn't in it.
So I have decided not to do
that kind of work anymore.
I will only make what I am
inspired to make. It sells or

‘My ambition is to

enjoy what | make and

the enjoyment has to
come from inside.”

it doesn’t. My ambition is to
enjoy what I make and the
enjoyment has to come from
inside. Commissioned work
seems to get in the way of

all that. My biggest fans, my

AM v MARCH
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: family, enjoy this attitude be-
i cause they receive most of my
. houses. Why not? We share
: many of our memories. My
. older brother has my light-
© house displayed in a studio
¢ in Colorado Springs. That’s

: big-time for me. It warms my
¢ soul to share it with him. I

. have entered a few pieces in

¢ the Colorado state fair and

© was very successful. I don’t
enter a work for the prize

¢ although the recognition as an



artist is nice. I just have a need :

to share and I enjoy watching
people view my work. I sneak
around the room to whiteness
the reactions.

Dollhouses are big by
nature because of this many
people don't dedicate room
for them in their homes. At
the same time I remember

DOLLHOUSE TOUR

: Above: The 1:12 scale boat house

| : shown from the front.

the many winter hours I

¢ spent in our home as a child
i captivated in creativity. I be-
¢ lieve the value of miniatures
is self evident.

i Ithink we need to remem- :
: ber to keep it simple when

© creating a project for a child.
¢ Take a shoebox and put a
door in it. Hand that to your

: child and encourage them to
continue with it. Ask them

¢ to tell a story. Make a chair

¢ out of a paper cup and watch
¢ them go. Some will take to

¢ the idea and they will have a

: gift that they may keep and

: perfect all their life. Remem-

: ber creativity is the lifeblood

. of nations. Miniatures can be

: abig part of that.

It is time for me to work

on my next piece. I am get-
: ting a little hungry and my

ambitions are leaning towards

¢ building a crab shack on a

¢ dock somewhere. So I will say
: bye for now. Remember to
keep it simple!

MARCH 5 AM
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RED COTTAGE
miniatu’ces

1:2% scale laser cut miniature

dollhouse and J(wmitu*ze kits
redcottageminiatures.com '

Email:
redcottageminiatures@gmail.com |||

o’ Find us on Instagram:
@americanminiaturist

Make, create, and be
inspired wherever
you are!

American Miniaturis

ETSY;;

Email: hartsds@aol.com
Web Site: www.ctsy.com/shop/hartsdesireminis

Quarter inch (1:48) & 1:144th inch

House and Furniture Kits
All house kits come complete with everything needed
to finish the interior & exterior of the house. We also
carry 1” scale furniture & accessories.

See you &t the ";;;ow‘ \
Bishop Chicag®

Free Shipping Use code FREESHIPAM

For more miniatures
from great online shops,
see our Etsy Directory
on pages 98-99.
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Backgammon

Add a game board table to your dollhouse

ainy and cold days
are best spent play-
Ing a board game
inside with friends. But in
such a tiny house, where do
you keep all those game
boards and pieces? Where
do you find the space to
play if mother doll is bak-
ing on the kitchen table
and father doll has his feet
kicked up in the living
room? This backgammon
coffee table solves all those
little problems while also
providing an interesting
conversation piece for your
doll house’s den, playroom,
Or game room.

.

AM v MARCH

BY LAURIE JACOBY

: Measurements

: « Tabletop- 3 1/8"x 2 1/8".
: Cut one.

.+ Front and back table pan-
¢ els-2 1/4” x 5/8”. Cut two
‘andincludeal 1/2” x 1/2”
! opening centered on one
plece to create the drawer
: opening. :
i »Legs-1/4"and 1 1/2". Cut :
¢ four. You can cut your own :
¢ from wood or use bamboo
: forks/skewers. :
: « Side table panels- 1 1/2" x :
: 5/8". Cut two.
: « Bottom table panel- 2 1/2" :
i x11/2". Cut one.

.« Drawer front- 1 %" x 1/2".
: Cut one and sand to fit th

Scale=1:12

Materials:

W Wood approx. 1/4” thick

M Glue

B Photo paper

M Iron-on wood laminate

M Mat board

B Bamboo forks or skewers
- optional

B Decorative bead, button,
earring, etc. in scale to a
drawer handle

B Oven bake clay

M Scroll saw

B Sharp knife

B Printer

: front opening.

¢ « Drawer base- 1 3/8” x

1 3/8”. Cut one from mat

: board.

: * Drawer sides- 3/4"x 1

: 3/8”. Cut three from mat

¢ board. The third side for the
: back of the drawer should
be slightly longer than the
¢ other side pieces to glue

. onto the side pieces.

[ gave my table decora-
: tive legs using bamboo
 forks I found online. The

: forks were thin, so to stabi-

| : lize them I glued two of the
¢ thin bamboo forks together
: before cutting the legs



down to size. Alternatively,
you can cut out your own
legs from wood.

Cut each of the table

unit and drawer pieces
according to the measure-
ments listed. The table
pleces are wood, and the
drawer pieces other than
the front drawer panel
should be cut from mat

board. Be sure to sand each

pliece before assembling.

Clue the legs to the
sides of front and back

PROJECT

: table panel pieces. Make

: sure the drawer opening is
¢ facing up when gluing the

legs to the front panel piece.
¢ While the front and back

¢ panels are drying, glue the

. table panel sides to the bot-
: tom table panel piece.

table panel pieces to

the bottom and side table

panel pieces.

Print the game board
on photo paper. The

game board image should

: measure 2" x 1 3/8”. Center
: the image on the tabletop
: piece and trace the shape

onto the wood. Do not glue

on the game board image
¢ until the end. You can also
: paint the image onto the

: table so long as it fits thos
dimensions.

Clue the front and back  :

Frame the space for
the game board image

using the iron-on laminate.
Make miter cuts in the cor
: ners of the frame. Cut strips
: of the laminate to fill any
addition openings between

MARCH 5 AM
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the game board space and
the frame on the shorter
sides of the tabletop.

Construct the drawer

by gluing the mat board
doll's favorite game, this

: plece could easily be cus-

: tomizedto fita ydoll's taste.
i Use a check-board print for
i chess or checkers.

sides to the mat board
base. When the sides have
dried, glue on the wooden
drawer front.

Slide the constructed

drawer into the front
panel opening and make
sure drawer fits into th
table. Sand down the open-
Ing untll the drawer fits an
slides smoothly into place.

Center the table onto
the underside of the
tabletop piece and glue.

1 Paint and decorate
to your preferences

AM v MARCH
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¢ before gluing your game

: board image to the table-
top. You might need to add
: some card stock under

i game board to bring it flus
¢ to the frame.

] ] Axtakmebiome

drawer front. There are

infinite options to use for
Y : door or drawer handle.

[ used a small earring,

® | but you can use a bead,

i : button, or any fun find tha

| : fits the scal .To play, make
i some game pieces out of

. oven bake clay using the

: instructions on the packag-
ing.You need fifteen ound
: token-shaped pieces for

¢ each player.

If backgammon isn't your

Print a Candyland board

and cut out colorful cards

: for a kid’'s room. Make tiny

¢ houses out of clay for your

: favorite edition of Monopoly:

Whatever game you

choose, the design for the

: tabletop will add a pop of

: color and whimsy to any

¢ room, and the drawer will

¢ keep all your pieces in
place until the next rainy day.
: See the Snippits page for

: your game board top.

Toolbox
BY RONNIE GODFREY

Materials:

B Wood

M X-ACTO knife
B Ruler

B Sandpaper
B Wood glue

1 Cut pieces of wood as
shown in the diagram and
glue as shown.

2 Either leave natural or
stain as desired.

—

Center piece

Tool box
divider
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Its all those tiny details that make a scene come to life

ake a stylish,
modern one-

inch scale box of

tissues to fita y decor.
Trace the pattern onto
card stock. I used 80#

card stock.

Clue the pattern to the

wrong side of the scrap-
. letters to each flap an
bottom of the box pattern to :

book paper, lining up the

the edge of the scrapbook
paper. Note: If you want to
center the pattern, make a
mark on the scrapbook pa-
per to line it up with. Press
fi mly to remove any gaps
or air pockets. Let dry.

has been laminated to

BY JODI HIPPLER

: the scrapbook paper.

Center the tissue open-
Ing In your punch, then

punch.You can use any

i shape or size of punch you
. have, aslong as it leaves

: enough room for gluing.

Cut the patterns out.
Add numbers and

section as shown.

Cut a 1/2” square from

: your zip-seal bag. Apply :
¢ glue to all edges around

: the tissue opening. Center
. the plastic over the open-

: ing and press to seal all the
edges. Clean up any glue
Now cut the pattern that :

Pattern:

12" x 12"

Scale=1:12
Materials:

M Tissue Box Pattern
W Card stock

B Scrapbook Paper
M Glue stick

B Zip-seal Bag

M Tissue

B Paper Punch

B Ruler

B X-ACTO Knife

M Tweezers

B Tiny Clamps or Paperclips
B Stylus tool

M Scissors

that may have seeped out

¢ the top side with a tooth-

. pick. Let dry. Note: Tacky

i glue and zip-seal plastic do
: not stick to one another.

‘ Usea glue stick.

MARCH 5 AM
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Cut a 1/4” slit length-
wise into the center of

tissue will feed out from.

Using your stylus tool
and ruler as a straight

edge, score all of the dotted

AM 5 MARCH
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: lines, then practice folding
¢ them into place.
the plastic. This is where the :

Clue flap 1 to flap
Clip to hold. Let dry.

Spread glue to the
patterned side of fla

: 3. Clue to the inside of the
¢ box D, leaving flap 4 ou -
. side. Let dry.

Clue flap 4 and flap
pressing down to form

: atight seal and level sitting
surface. Let Dry.



Cuta 1-1/2" square of
tissue. Fold in accor
dion style.

Push the tweezers

through the top side of
the plastic ‘window’, Then
pull the tissue to about half
way through the opening.

With your scissors, cut
about half of flap 6 and
flap 7

Apply glue to the pat-
terned side of flap 6
7 and 8. Fold 6 and 7 down,
then tuck in flap 8 Press
for several seconds to get
good adhesion to each
surface. Let dry.

Using scissors, cut the

tissue to the desired
length then fluffoutto 1l
opening.

Visit my-miniaturemadness.
blogspot.com to see more!

PROJECT

editor picks from

Instagram

Here are a few Instagram pages that will brighten
your day! Each has something special to offer

and is worth a follow.

miniature_art_
ibrahim_kacar
Innovative minia-
tures made with
skill and precision.

allieshouse
Browse through
beautiful min-
iature interiors
designed in a
modern way.

fanniminiature
The tiniest crea-
tures come to life
and are handmade
to perfection.

MARCH 3 AM
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The Mini Time Machine Museum of Min-
iatures’ collection of fine-scale artifacts
includes over 500 antique and contem-
porary dollhouses and roomboxes, while
special exhibitions highlight the breadth
and diversity of the art of miniatures.
Celebrating it's 10th year, the museum
has recently refreshed its gallery spaces
and installed new exhibits. Ten exhibi-
tions, ranging from a hand-carved circus
to mid-century modern miniatures, are
scheduled for 2020. For more information
visit www.theminitimeamchine.org

The Mini Time Machine
Museum of Miniatures
4455 E. Camp Lowell Drive
Tucson, AZ 85712
(520) 881-0606
Open Tuesday-Saturday 9am-4pm
www.theminitimemachine.org

Take a step in the right
direction.

This very affordable spot
could be yours!

The Toy Box
419 Brevard Ave,
Historical Cocoa Village, FL
Phone: 321-632-2411
Email: toybox@cfl.rr.com
Hours: Tue-Sat 10-5
www.thetoyboxstore.com

Ms. Peggie’s Place
5063 Cass Street,
San Diego, CA 92109
Phone: 858-483-2621
Hours: Wed 12-7pm/Th-Fr 12-5pm
Sat 10am-5pm/Sun 12-5pm
www.mspeggiesplace.com

-
Museum of Miniature Houses Lo Forever Friends

Tom Thumb Hobby & Crafts and Other Collections, Inc. Dollhouses and Miniatures
6001 W. Gross Point Rd. 111 East Main Street 2105 Bishops Castle Drive
Niles, IL 60714 : : Carmel, IN 46032 I Olney, MD 20832
Phone: 847-869-9575 Phone: 317-575-9466 Phone: 301-774-3037
Email: tomthumb6001@gmail.com ! Hours: Wed-Sat 11-4, Sun 1-4 Hours: Call first for hours.

www.tomthumbcrafts.com S www.museumofminiatures.org R www.foreverfriendsminis.com
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Teeny Weeny Miniature Cottage
2031 W. Superior St
Duluth, MN 55806
Phone: 218-722-1229

teenyweenyminiaturecottage(dyahoo.com
*facebook.com/teenyweenyminiaturecottage
. Hours: M-Sat Noon - 5 Call fi ston Sat

Dolls and Minis
8068 Columbia Road
Olmsted Falls OH 44138
Phone: 440-647-1519
Hours: Tue-Sat 10am-6pm
www.dollsandminis.com
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Wicker flower basket

Weave a little basket to hold your mini flowers

aking this hand
weaved basket
is easier than
it looks. Follow along and
make your own.

From 1/8” thick wood,
cut a square or rect-
angle. Mine is 3/4” by 7/8".

This is the base of your
basket. Sand the corners
off the wood.

Trace the basket base

on a card. Draw a verti-
cal line (number 22 on the
diagram) and a horizontal
line (number 3 on the dia-
gram) through the center.

AM % MARCH

BY KAREN HRITZ

: Now draw a line at each
¢ corner (numbers 6, 12, 19
© and 25).

On 3 sides, draw 2 lines
between the corner

¢ and vertical/horizontal

¢ lines. This gives you 5 lines
¢ between each corner. On

¢ the 4th side, draw 3 lines

¢ between the corner and

: horizontal line. NOTE: This
is important because you

Scale=1:12
Materials:

W Wood - 1/8” thick and
approximately 3/4” wide
x 7/8” long

M Cord - | used 16 feet of
waxed Irish linen thread

B 18 gauge white wrapped wire

B Toothpicks

M Paint

B White glue

M Craft knife

B Sanding stick

B Wire cutters

W 1/16” finger dril

: need an ODD number .
: i M Paint brush
: of upright rods for your BIScissors

. basket.

the lines onto the sides of
Finally, lay your base on : the wood base.
the card and transfer
Using a 1/16" finge
: drill, drill holes into the
¢ side of the base at each
¢ of the transferred marks.
¢ They should be about 1/16”
. deep.

Cut 2 pieces of wire that
: are about 2" long and
~ : 23 pieces thatare 1 1/4”

: long.

Seal the ends of each
piece of wire by dip-
: ping into white glue and



twirl between your finge s.
This is important because
the wrapped wire will un-
wrap itself. Let dry.

When the wires are
dry, glue the 2 long
pieces at the horizontal line

handle of the basket. Now
glue the shorter wires into
all the other holes. Let dry

Starting at one of the
long wires, put a small
dot of white glue at the

PROJECT

: base of the wire and begin
: to weave over and under
: the wires.

As you make your way

around the basket, use a :
¢ toothpick to push the thread :
. against the row before it :
: 50 you will have a nice

marks. This will become the

tight weave.

When you have woven
about 10-12 rows,

¢ bend the side wires to give
the basket the shape you

: want. Continue weaving as
: before until your basket is

: the size you like.

Cut off the excess

: wire on the 23 short
pieces close to the weav-
: ing. BE CAREFUL NOT TO
: CUT OFFYOUR HANDLE

PIECES!

Using a toothpick, put
a dab of white glue

at the end of each piece of
: wire to secure the weaving
¢ to the wire.

Fold the 2 handle
wires over the basket.

Clue them together and
: clamp until dry.

MARCH 5 AM
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. the braid across the handle.
i Continue to glue the braid
around the other end of the
: basket. When you get to

¢ the starting point, cut off the
: excess braid. Let dry.

: e s 1 Paint the basket

1 Cut 3 pieces of cord ~ : 1 Starting at the handle base and your basket
approximately 13-14 onone side, glue the  : is finished

inches long and tie together braided piece to the edge

on one end. Loosely braid : of the basket. When you : Fill with i wers and display

the pieces. i getto the other side, glue | in your miniature scene.

dollhouse
minlatures

FINE MINIATURE ART FOR THE DEVOTED COLLECTOR

Don’t miss the tutorials, tips, and techniques by top
makers in the latest issue of Dollhouse Miniatures. Tanja
Jensen makes mini ice skates. Sue Dubowi shares how
she made a Rococo overmantel and Lou Geary shows
how to make a Christmas shepherd fire screen.

Dollhouse Mlnlatures PO Box 219 Kasson MN 55944
Phone: 507-634-3143 « Toll Free: 1-866-606-6587
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Decorative miniatures

Vintage farmhouse hanging apron

ello from Ribbon-

wood Cottage on

Etsy This month
I'm starting a vintage
farmhouse series with this
vintage style apron. When
creating new miniature
items [ look at something
and think how can [ make
this an easier way. As a
professional seamstress
and quilter I learned quite
awhile ago that traditional
methods don't always yield
the best results when sew-
Ing miniature items.

This is why [ created the
term 'decorative minia-
tures’. While [ have sewn
for museums, professional
dollhouse collectors and
other miniaturists that re-
quire perfect sewing, there
is a time that collectors and
miniaturists want to add a
simple seasonal touch to
thelr dollhouses — a ‘deco-
rative miniature.

This decorative vintage
style apron takes after
the look of aprons that my
grandmother would make
and wear. She often used
feed sack cotton fabric for
them. My grandmother

BY DEBBIE BOOTH

: raised 10 children on a farm :
. and would sew my mothers’ :
: school dresses out of the :
feed sack cottons.

My mother told me that

: my grandmother would

: make aprons for the ladies
: in her quilt guild and hide
© them in her house. The
ladies would come over to
¢ sew and quilt and would

. giggle while trying to fin

. their hidden treasures. She
. influenced me reatly with
© the style of miniature pat-
terns I design and make.

¢ This apron is extremely

i easy to make.

Scale=1:12
Materials:

M 1 small package or 1/4 yard
of HeatnBond iron on fusible
web (double sided adhesive)

M 1/4 yard or scraps of cotton
prints - small prints include
small flo al, small dots,
small plaids, etc.

B Scraps of beige cotton for
the pie crust

B Scraps of colored cottons
for the pie dish

M 2 tiny buttons

B Miniature hanger

M 1yard of 1/4” or 1/8” wide
ribbon for bows

B Needle and thread

M Iron

B Scissors

B Mini rolling pin - optional

Using the pattern pro-
vided, draw the apron

pattern design onto the

: paper side of fusible web.
. One side is paper and one
¢ side is sticky.

Trim around the folded
apron design cutting

on the line. Place the apron

i paper piece onto the wrong
. side of the cotton fabric. Try
: to never press the sticky

: side of fusible web directly
to iron. Makes a mess!
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With a hot iron (no
steam) press for a few
moments adhering the fus-
ible web to the fabric.

With sharp scissors

carefully cut around the
apron pattern piece. Cut
the neck opening carefully

creating a smooth oval look.
¢ and cut a piece measuring
i 17x11/2" (2.54 centime-

! ters x 3.81 centimeters).
Press the paper onto the

: back of the cotton fabric

: that will be used for the

Next, tear away the

paper from the front of
the fusible web. This side
1s now sticky and can be
placed sticky side down on

the wrong side of the fabric. !

AM v MARCH
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i Press in place. Trim away

. the outer fabric and the

i neck area. The apron piece
should now have fabric on
. both sides. This will be the
¢ apron foundation.

The pocket

Using the fusible paper
backed web, measure

pocket. Trim around the

: fabric creating the pocket.
. Set aside.

Draw the pie crust de-
sign onto a small piece

¢ of the paper backed fusible
¢ web. And set aside. Do the

: same for the pie dish. Take
the paper pattern fusible

: piece and press to the back
: side of the beige cotton.

Trim around the design
and set aside. Do the

same for the pie dish paper
i pattern piece to the back of
: the alternating colored fabric.



Fold here

Cut around the pieces.

Pull the paper off. Now
take the pocket piece, leav-
Ing its paper backing on for

on the pocket.

1 Place the pie crust
piece on the pie dish

making sure it overlaps the

pie dish piece slightly. The

look like a pie. Press.

1 Center the pocket on
the bottom front of the

to the edge.

1 Peel the paper off the
pocket piece. Center

the pocket on the bottom

on the outer lines of pocket

be used. Or don't press

and sew around the pocket

adhering it to apron. Or

Pattern:

Place on fabric and fold at the top

PROJECT

i press the entire pocket to

: the apron as a decorative

: look rather than a functional
¢ look. Let cool.

now, and center the pie dish !

1 Sew little buttons

on before the bows.

¢ Using a pencil, carefully

. eyeball and mark where the
© buttons will go, using the
final photo as a guid .

two pieces together need to :

1 With a needle and

thread, sew the but-

: tons in place. Sew just a

: couple of stitches to hold
apron. Sew the pocket close :
¢ be glued on as well. I tried

: this but the glue showed up
¢ on the outside and through
the tiny holes so I opted for
: sewing them on.

front side of the apron. Press :

1 Last step is to make
so inner part of pocket can :
: piece of ribbon about 9-10"
long. Start bigger and work  :
: smaller. ;

in place. The buttons could

the bows. First cut a

cut 2 from fabric

Use this for the paper pattern
once unfolded.

1 Make a bow and then

tug at the tales reduc-

ing the side until the bow is
¢ very small. Trim the length.

1 7 Make a second bow:.

Again, using a pencil

mark where the bows will
: go on each side.

1 Hand sew the bow

in place by sewing

through the apron and knot-
¢ ting on back. Remember

: this apron is decorative and
¢ will not be used or placed
over anyone'’s head.

Make these for different

: seasons or make a gar-

. dening apron and place

: garden tools in the pocket!

Pocket

:

MARCH 5 AM
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Macaron tower

A quick and easy way to make macarons

his tutorial was a

joint project com-

pleted by Michell
and myself. We have de-
vised an easy way to create
miniature macaron cookies.
We went another step fur-
ther and created macaron
towers, similar to real ones
in popular french bakeries.

Instead of forming each

half of the cookies from clay,

we used metal brads, en-

suring they are all a uniform

size and color. Although
working with such tiny
objects is tedious, it is our
hope, that most miniaturists
will find our method easie .

Below: Michell and her finishe
piece on the left. Deri and her
finished tower is on the right.

AM v MARCH

BY DERI TERRY AND MICHELL BRYANT

Using pliers, snip off tab
ends of brads.

Flatten the remaining
ends.

Roll coordinating col-
ored clay into a tiny ball.

Sandwich clay between
2 brad caps, squeezing
out extra clay.

Remove remaining clay,
from sides of cookie, us-

Ing a toothpick.

Arrange macarons onto

: \_a baking sheet and bake :
i according to manufacturer’s :
© directions. (Because they
© are small, we only baked

Scale=1:12
Materials:

M Craft brads in pastel colors

M Thick white glue or a
hot glue gun

B Polymer clay in coordinating
colors to the brads. White
may be substituted.

B Toothpick

B Cake decorating icing tip in
a cone shape

B Corn starch

B Latex indoor primer

M Indoor latex, white,
semi-gloss paint

B Cap from broth container

B Baking sheet

B Optional clear glitter and
heart-shaped brads

B Small pliers

B Metal snippers

B Small craft paint brush

W White polymer clay (or black)
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ours for 7 minutes.) Set
aside to cool.

To form the cone, coat

with corn starch or water,
ensuring the clay won't
stick. Then, press clay into
the tip, leaving the excess
clay, outside.

Holding the remaining
clay, pull down to remove
the shaped cone.

Separate the cone from
the excess clay, using
a knife.

PROJECT

Place the cone onto the
baking sheet and bake

i according to directions. Set
aside to cool.

the inside of the icing tip :

: 1 To create the cake

base, paint broth cap

: using one coat of latex

: indoor primer. Let dry. Paint
¢ cap with 1 coat of latex

¢ semi-gloss, interior paint.

: Allow to dry.

1 Form icing swags by

rolling a thin snake of

: onto the baking sheet, ap-

. proximately 1/4” high and

: 1/2" long. Bake. We baked
ours for 5 minutes, so they

¢ would be pliable enough to
¢ wrap around the broth cap.
¢ Let cool.

1 Using a thick white

glue or hot glue gun,

tack the icing swags around
¢ the cap, trimming excess,
: where the ends meset.

: 1 Coat the entire cap,
¢ white clay, approximately 3" :
¢ long. Drape multiple swags

including swags, with

: white paint. Allow to dry.
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Note: Michell used colored
clay for her swags. If you
chose this option, paint the
last coat of paint onto the
cap, before you apply the
colored swags. Allow it to
completely dry.

1 At this stage, glue the

cone to the cake base,

by applying thick white
glue. Allow it to dry.

1 5 Starting from the
bottom of the cone,
glue the macarons (using
white glue or a hot glue
gun) around the perimeter,
creating a full row. Judge
the spacing as you apply
the cookies, ensuring they
are equally placed. Start a
new row above, stagger-
Ing macarons between
the ones, below. When you
reach the top point, flip a

AM v MARCH
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¢ macaron onto its side and
¢ glue it, as the topper. The
: tower is complete.

¢ At this point, the tower can
. be decorated. I left mine

: as directed, but Michell

. chose to decorate hers, in
an “Alice In Wonderland"
: theme. She glued brad

. hearts onto the icing joints,
. of the cake. She also filled
: in the gaps between the
macarons, by sprinkling

¢ clear dlitter onto applied

¢ white glue.

This gives the look of

sanding sugar, used for
real confections. Her tower
¢ was completed by gluing

¢ tiny playing cards to the

: top. Feel free to use your
imagination and make this
your own. The tower may

¢ stand alone or be displayed
: on a cake stand.

Why it is important as
a miniaturist to have
rulers for all units of

measurement.

Our world isn't as small as it
used to be, no pun intended.
Since the invention of the
internet we are able to
communicate and share with the
rest of the world so easily and
each part of the world has their
own unit of measurement.

When creating a miniature
project some measurements
can be crucial. Conversions can
be tricky. Sometimes a rough
conversion will suffice but th e
are other times when even a slight
mistake can alter the outcome.

In this publication we try to
determine when it is acceptable
to round up or down to inches
from cm or mm. But there are
times when it is more efficie
to give you a specific ¢
measurement instead of a slew of
decimals to inches.

Having a cm, mm, and inch
ruler is a great idea for those that
would like the most accurate
results from our tutorials.

Even if you are pulling some
tutorials from the internet it will
save you time and frustration in
the long run.

‘We will continue to do our
best to convert to inches for you
but please consider expanding
your units of measurements by
having a ruler for inches, mm,
and cm. We are very lucky to
have our AM family expand
across the globe!
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Make some mini music with this little tambourine

usic is food for

the soul. I play

my ukulele to
chill and get re-centered.
My bud plays his guitar at
his aunt’s coffee shop and
his girlfriend wanted to join
him so our human made
her a tambourine! My hu-
man will take it from here
and share how they did it
for this month’s tutorial.

First, stack up three pen-
nies. Stick a small blob

BY RANDALL CASTLE

: of wax mn-between to hold
: them together.

Hold up a piece of card
stock and make a mark

for the height. Cut a long
¢ strip with a knife and ruler.

Wrap it around the
pennies allowing a 1/8”

over lap and cut.

Now wrap the card
stock strip around a

i second time and mark with

Scale=1:12
Materials:

B Three pennies

W Wax

B Card stock

M Knife and ruler

M Pencil

B Wood glue

B Tape

B 15 sequins

M Seed bead

B White glue

M Scissors

M Rounded scissors
B Toothpick

M Paint

B Paint brush

M Ribbon or thin tape

a pencil where it overlaps,

: under and over.

Lay that strip on your
board and tape it at

both ends.

Now grab 5 sequins and

put a spot of wood glue

in the base of each with a
| © toothpick.

TOPTIP:

You can use scrap book
papers in different color
for your tambourine.
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Place a seed bead on

the glue and slide the
sequins away so the glue
doesn't stick through the
tiny hole. Let dry.

Crab three sequences
and cut them in half.

Line them up in-be-

tween the two marks
you made so they are
evenly spaced.

1 Make marks with your

pencil so you know
where they will go. Keep
the width of the line the
same as the sequin.

1 By now your white
glue should be dry.
Put another blob of glue
on top of each seed bead
and then place a sequin

TOPTIP:
Rounded tip scissors

make cutting curves or
circle a lot easier!

: on each so now you have a
i sequence sandwich.

1 Go back to your card

stock and cut out slots

the thickness of the sequin
¢ sandwich. Do a test fit

1 Wrap your card

around the pennies

and glue it together.

¢ I pushed my pennies out a
: little so any excess wood

. glue wouldn't stick to them
while it dried.

1 Once the glue has set,

cut away the excess

¢ with rounded scissors.

1 Flip over and run
: some white glue
around the inside edges of
¢ the tambourine to be sure
¢ the top says on. Let set.

1 Paint your tambourine

sides. Let dry. Add a

thin ribbon or thin piece of
¢ tape around the top edge.

: 1 From the inside, use

your toothpick to put

wood glue in the middle

: of each slot, then slide the
: sequin sandwiches in and
¢ let dry Be sure they stay
centered.

: My human hooked you up,

¢ right? Come on over to

. Instagram @randall_castle

: and get to know me and my
crew and join on our daily

¢ adventures.
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Becoming a
Miniaturist artist

How to find your creative voice when starting
your journey as a miniaturist

you want to embark on
the journey to become
a miniaturist. First, let me
welcome you to the most
wonderful art form you
will ever encounter. Being a
miniaturist means you will
develop a countless number
of skills and meet the kindest
people you can imagine.

The most popular ques-
tion for beginners is, “Where
do I'start?” The first objecti e
to becoming a miniaturist
is to have fun! Fun needs to
be the foundation for your
journey. So the first step is t
discover what brings you the
most joy. Are you a builder,
maker, or a collector? Or
are you a bit of all these? To
answer this question I would
suggest that your first p oject
be a room box with a front

porch and small garden.

So you have decided that

Where to start
There are many miniatur-
ists that started because they

AM v MARCH

BY AURALEA KRIEGER

wanted to make a dollhouse
¢ for their child or grandchild.
¢ A full dollhouse is a big

. undertaking for someone

: new to miniatures. I recom-
: mended a room box with

© a porch because it is a great

¢ way to discover what part

. of this art form you love the

Above: Denise Morales’ 1:12
. scale room boxes are a great
. example of all the skills you

can acquire. She hand makes
. practically everything for her
: room boxes.

: most and to determine your
initial strengths. This will

¢ be discovered as you install

* windows and doors, create an



interior and exterior, make
or purchase furniture and
accessories, and create soft
furnishings.

The reason I added the
porch as part of your firs
project is so you can make
fl wers and a small garden
or potted plants as well as
creating an exterior and small
roof. Gardens/plants are an-

other sector of miniatures and :

shouldn’t be overlooked.

Finding your strengths

This task reminds me of grade
. painter, I could go on and on.
¢ Trust me, while you're making :
© your room box you will fin
 your calling. You will also

¢ learn how to use power tools
¢ as well as basic tools.

school, or at least how grade
school used to be, where
engaging in many elective
courses and extra curricular
activities would offer children
the opportunity to discover
what they enjoy and where
they excel. In my high school
we had music, art, homec
(home economics), wood
shop, auto shop, interior de-
sign, and writing. I personally

MINI MAGIC

¢ took them all and loved it! I

i do remember I wasn’t very

¢ welcomed to the wood, metal
© or auto shop classes, but I

© held my own. Thank good-

: ness times have changed. It

. was during a shoebox house

: project in an interior design

¢ class when my passion for

© miniacures was ignited.

I mention all of this

interior designer, sculpture,

: Finding inspiration

: Your next question will most
likely be, “What room will

i I make?” To figu e that out,

: you need to think about your

: Above: An example to show how

: your skill sets will evolve. Left

: isafi eplace made by Auralea

: Krieger in 2004 with real stone

: and wood glue, which ended up

: discoloring the mortar. On the

: rightis a fi eplace sculpted from

: paper clay and painted in 2016 by
following a Rik Pierce tutorial.

© passions in life and write them
down. Add a few together

¢ and you may just find our
because in miniatures you will :
: wear many hats. A builder,

: seamstress, brick layer, furni-
© ture maker, fashion designer,

answer. Also think about what

: you want to say with this

: project. Do you want to show
a specific time in histo y? Do
i you want to preserve a sweet

: memory? You may want to

simply share your love for a

 favorite story or a life dream
: you have.

Even though you now

. have a concept, as any minia-
¢ turist will tell you, things may
change as you're building. If

: you don’t let yourself be fle -

i ible, you will get frustrated.

: Being open minded is such

i an important part of being an
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Above: A collections of kitchens made by Auralea Krieger. The upper left was made in 2004, her fi st dollhouse.
Upper right was made in 2009 by repurposing cabinets and a sink and scratch building the oven. Below is a
cabinetry unit that was completely scratch built in 2017. Each were made with pride in their own time.

— ==
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artist. Don't box yourself in.
Remember this is a form
of expression as well as a

source of therapy. You may
be pleasantly surprised where
it takes you. If you are in a
group setting don't get caught
up in comparing your project

MINI MAGIC

: with someone else’s. You are
. each on an individual journey. :
¢ Here is where I will reiterate,

this should be FUN!

¢ The miniature’s community

: Above: Miniature artist Hubert

. Lengdorfer has made the

* Charmed house three times and

: each time it's more detailed.

: Above left 2007, above 2009. The
¢ latest, shown on the left, is in

. progress and has even caught the
attention of the stars from the

: show Charmed on Instagram!

‘We are avery
supportive bunch
and keeping things
positive is rule
number one.”

Y . feel afraid to ask others

: how they made something.
: Although some miniature
businesses don't like to give
i away trade secrets, which is

understandable, they will

: most likely help by giving

© tips. We are a very supportive
: bunch and keeping things

¢ positive is rule number one.
Our community will welcome :
¢ you with open arms. Never

Join mini groups or check

. out Facebook groups and
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share on Instagram. We are
also a very generous group.

Builder, collector or both
Don't pigeon hole yourself to
any particular title just yet.
Things will change as you
learn and your passions grow.
Starting as a builder/maker

the talented artists out there.
I make as much as I can but
when [ see a piece that either
I can't make or that was made
perfectly, I will add it to my
collection. The best part of

AM v MARCH
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i becoming a maker is to make
¢ and sell your work so you can
: purchase items from your

: favorite artists! What could

. be better?

: Asacollector you will have :
: to make yourself a budget and
© stay offline when our budget
© has been reached because it
will help you appreciate all of :
. tion. I am not making a joke
: here. Make a strict budget,

¢ you will thank me for this
advice! Be sure to cash in

: on your mini wish list for

¢ Christmas and birthdays.

can quickly become an addic-

. Left: The 1:12 babies on the far
left were sculpted by Auralea in
: 2009. The baby to the right was
: created in 2017. A crude bigfoot
¢ sculpt from 2013 and Easter
bunny sculpt from 2018.

When purchasing, try to

¢ focus on items that will not
* | loose value overtime. This way

€
K U“ : get something new. This will
F WEFWENT T also help with your budget.

: Keep a binder with prices and
i maker names or put small

: sticky tags on your pieces

: where they can’t be seen. But

¢ also shop for what makes you
: happy. Consider purchasing
marked down items that you

i can up-cycle.

you can sell at a later date to

I am also a collector of

: vintage and antique minia-

© tures, which is a whole other
facet of miniature collecting.

: You will quickly realize that

. miniatures can go in so many
¢ different directions. From

: fantasy to hyper realism to

: whimsical, you will find our
: niche. Just be sure to let your
¢ niche evolve if desired or try a
¢ few different ones.

¢ Advice for beginners

: Research and tutorials are

: your greatest tools! There

i are so many video tutorials

: online. You have no excuse for
: saying you dont know how to
: make something. The number
 one thing to do is to subscribe
¢ to American Miniaturist either
© print copes or digital.



Dollhouse Miniatures also has
up to three tutorials an issue
and is perfect for collectors
and those that want to learn
more about vintage and
antique miniatures.

If you want to be stubborn
and figu e everything out all
by yourself, good luck. It will
take you years longer to get

artist before you have been
experimenting and sharing

MINI MAGIC

. their findings, do *t let all of
¢ that knowledge go to waist.

This evolution of human

: creative knowledge is so

: important, don’t squander it
: away. Take what they have
 learned and push thateven
¢ further. Then those that come :
. to the art form after you will ~ :
. have an even greater head start :
the results you want. So many :

in this art form.

Think about making test

pieces before the final piece

Below: A Patrick Ducolu creation. Patrick designs, builds and hand-
paints the most beautiful dollhouses. Find an artist or artists that
inspires you as you are finding your way in this art form.

Above: A remarkable 1:12 scale
¢ doll sculpted by Jeanne Rullie.

“Get ready to have the
: time of your life and
 meet the best people.”

: This way you won't be upset if
: something goes wrong. Make

: a mock curtain to see how

: it’s done. Then make another

i and you will see how fast your
. skills improve.

I truly hope this article

© has helped to get you started.
© Now it is all up to you! Get
 ready to have the time of your
¢ life and meet the best people.
: Throughout this article,

¢ T have shared some of my

: miniature pieces from when

: Istarted to now just to show

: you how things will evolve.

i Hubert Lengdorfer has shared
. a before and after as well. Not
: many artists are open to shar-
ing old work! Be sure to share
© your creations and tips with

¢ us here at AM! Now get ready
: to have some FUN!
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A mini cottage

Build a little starter house or make it with improvements

irst off, don't be put

off by the length of

this project. You can
come into it at whatever
level you choose. It can be

made as shown and treated

as a good trial run to test
how you are going to take
to the world of miniatures,
or my hope is that adults
and children will work

on it together. The whole

procedure could be simpli-
fied y gluing together two, :

or more, small cardboard
boxes and letting children
use their imagination.

The furniture could be
bought or made. Card-
board boxes are free from
the supermarkets; wallpa-
per samples for walls and

Materials:
B Strong cardboard boxes
B White glue

M Craft paint

B Wallpaper samples

M Cereal box card board
B X-ACTO knife

B Embossed wallpaper
B Clear acrylic sheet

B Wallpaper paste

B Newspaper

B Mat board

AM v MARCH
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BY JOAN KEY

: floo s are also free from

: DIY stores. Most of us have
: emulsion paint left over

: from full scale decorating,

: or sample pots are cheap. :
My only expenditure was :

¢ for the bedroom wallpaper
and for the banister newel
: posts and turned spindles.
: Any DIY or craft orientated
¢ household will have the

rest of the items.
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If anything goes wrong
you can simply trash it
and start again as I had to.
Above all, have fun.

The idea for this project
was sparked off by a week
at Marlborough Summer
School on a papiermaché
course taught by Julie
Arkell. We used cardboard
to start off some of our proj-
ects and my twelfth scale
mind started adapting.

AM v MARCH
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The front opens to revel the inside walls of the house. :
a more modest scale and

: is the one shown. If you are
i creating a larger house it

: would be a good idea to

: make two of the one shown

You must accept it is not

possible to get perfect

¢ results. There will almost

¢ certainly be some slightly
: bumpy areas, but the overall to join together avoiding
¢ effect should be acceptable :
to most people. The fi st

: project I attempted when
¢ I got home was a larger

: house made using boxes
: that some bathroom cabi-
nets arrived in.

[ used one technique

¢ taught, which was to paste
: on several layers of torn

: squares of newspaper.

: All went well to start with,

: doors and windows were

: cut out and ‘stone’ edges

: of wrapped strips of card

¢ placed around windows

. and the front of the house.
i The inside was painted, the
© outside had brick paper
pasted on and then var-

¢ nished. Unfortunately, as

. more layers were added

. the whole thing started to

¢ bow and, although flattene
under heavy weights each
¢ night, once the weights

i were removed the bowing
. gradually returned to the

. extent that I wasn't happy

L with it

[ had to start again which

was a pity because [ had

¢ used the Deco Granite

: stone effect paint and it was
: looking good.

The next attempt was on

: the need to paste and paint
. large pieces of card.

Clue together two
sheets of cardboard

and cut two sections 22"
¢ high x 12” wide. Mark off
¢ fi stroom height at 9" and



second room 1o the
centre, 22in

Diagram |

Bin

%in

second room at 8. Mark a

top center point and cut the :
: toneaten. Clue in place.

sloping roof from the out-

side marking for the second :
¢ 1/2" wide for the right hand :

: side of the door frame.

room to the center.

Using wallpaper paste,

adhere the edges of
one of these pieces with
strips of newspaper. Use
this one for the front. Try to
keep this edging even.

Paint a piece of em-

bossed wallpaper for
the front of the house 10
172" x 22", Allow to dry.

Cover enough 3/4”

strips of cardboard with

newspaper to go around
the edge of the front and
the top and bottom of the

windows. Glue in place and

paint with darkish brown
paint, including the sides.

When dry, paste sec-

tions of your painted
embossed paper to the
front of the house, between

PROJECT

. the timbers. Wallpaper the
: inside of the front to match
your intended room deco-
rations. Weigh it down to

: keep flat

hile drying.

When all wallpaper is
dry, cut out the win-

dows and door. Cut out 4”
: strips of mat board, paint

¢ dark brown and cut to fi

¢ all around the edges of the

windows and door opening

The strip will need to be

: Windows :
: Cut a clear acrylic sheet
The door will be hinged to
¢ the right hand side looking
: from the outside.

slightly larger than the

window openings. Make a

: crisscross pattern with a felt
! tip that writes on acrylicor :
plastic. If the lines go wrong
: wipe off with methylated
¢ spirit and start again.

. Diagram 2

Clue to the inside of the
windows. Add 1/2" strip :
: of mat board to the bot- :
¢ tom of each window, on the
: inside.

: Door
: () Cut two pieces of mount :

card to fit into the doo -

way allowing for the door
: to open and close.

1 Clue together, en-

closing the edge of a

plece of tape, on one long
: side to act as the hinge.

1 Score the card at 1/2”

intervals from the top

to the bottom.

1 Clue two 1/2" wide

pleces of mount card

: 1" from the top and bottom

of the door.

1 Trim to neaten if

necessary. Paint dark
brown, ncluding the tape.

Top

Tape

.

Inside
Diagram 3

D o e e e ok ]

: 1 Clue a 8” wide strip

of card to the center

MARCH 5 AM
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of the top, bottom and left

hand side of the door frame.

2

pasted newspaper strips.
: When dry, paint all the front :
¢ edges white.

2

decorating! Use textured or :
¢ small patterned papers as

¢ the cardboard indentations
. can show through your

This will stop the door
pushing right through.

150ut a 1/2” strip of mat
board long enough to

frame inside the door. Cut
to fit and paint b own.

1 Working from the
inside, put door into
position, glue left hand
side of door frame in place,
catching in the hinge all the

way down. Frame the rest of :
is badly dented, cover it
¢ with cereal box card

¢ before papering.

the door.

1 You should now have
an attractive front to

your house, which will en-

courage you to keep going.

Rest of the house

1 Cut out two sides 17"
x 9” and three pieces

12" x 9" for your ceilings

and floo s.

1 Mark the height of the
rooms on the inside
of each of your side pieces.

Stand sides on the back
piece at each edge and
glue in place. Check the
floo s, as they will prob-
ably need to be trimmed to

obtain a good fit

2 Clue in place at the
marked levels. This

is where you will wish you

AM v MARCH
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: had two pairs of hands but

it can be done.

Cover all the front
edges neatly with

You can now start
the fun part — the

finished esults. If any part

Ceilings and walls

2

paper. Cut to size, paint
. and paste in place when
. dry, allowing a small

. overlap at the side and

: back edges. Cover walls
with wallpaper.

Paint lining paper or
use an embossed

: Floors

2 4 Cut some cereal
box card to size and
paste your chosen floor

¢ paper onto it. [ already :
¢ had a wood-colored paper :
. which, when marked into

. planks at 1/2” intervals

: looked quite convincing.
When dry check for fit

¢ and trim if necessary, then
i paste into place.

¢ House trim

2

: glue into place after all
. papering has been done.
: Don't forget to leave gaps

Paint 4" and 1/2”
strips of card and

¢ inyour skirting for fitting
: doors and fi eplaces.

Roof

: 26 Cut two pieces of
double cardboard

slightly larger than needed

: to cover each roof side.

2

sheet glued across the join,
: onthe inside.

2

¢ draw lines thatare 1”

: apart. Cut strips of the card
14" wide in the opposite

: direction to the lines you

¢ have already drawn.

2

wide with markings at 1"
. intervals along their length.
¢ Snip into these marking

Hinge in the center
with a piece of old

On two pieces of

cereal box card,

You should now have
strips of card 14"

| Yain
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for 1. Cover your roof
cardboard with these tiles,
overlapping each strip,
starting from the bottom.
3 For the top point

of the roof, cut two
more strips of card about
1" wide, the length of the
roof. Score lightly down
the center of each of these

strips and glue top 1/2” of
each strip together.

3

cut a shape along the top
of the glued section. Glue
this to the top of the roof.
3 Paint your tiles with
several shades of
red, blending in well and
making sure you get the

paint into the cut sections
but try not to obliterate the

cuts or you will lose the tile

effect you want.

Front of the house

Clue a piece of card-

board the width of
your house front and about
2 1/2” wide along the front.

This gives a nice area to
decorate and also stops the
front falling forward. The
plaque is made from Fimo,
using a cake decorating
cutter, a stick-on number
and a transfer. The path

Draw small curves or :
use pinking shears to :

PROJECT

is sand mixed with white
¢ glue and the step a piece
i of Balsa wood, painted grey, :
. with the center worn down
: a bit with sandpaper.

The dog is a miniature’s

show purchase and the

: l wers are made from
: bread dough.

If you are still with me,

: congratulations! This proj-

: ect took me about 80 hours
but don't forget you can do
: it any way you choose.

MARCH 5 AM
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Receive your FREE subscriber gift with any print subscription!

AM ON THE TABLET AND
PHONE:

AM magazine is now available
to read on your favorite device,
including the iPad, iPhone, iPod
touch, Samsung Galaxy Tab. Buy
the latest issue anywhere in the
world at a fraction of the cost of
the paper edition.

1535

Subscribe for 3 YEARS and receive BOTH GIFTS!

18 Piece Dinnerware Set 2 (Y;E|él$-

Download your FREE App today.
Simply search for American
Miniaturist Magazine' in the Apple
App store or Android Market.

American Miniaturist Gift
Subscriptions make a GREAT
present for the

miniaturist

in your life!
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easy ways to subscribe

Visit our website at:
www.AmericanMiniaturist.com

e000000000000000000000000000000

SAVE on the iMag & DHTV!

When you subscribe to the print
version, you qualify for FREE access
to the American Miniaturist iMag
digital library.

With the iMag, read the current
issue on your computer, plus all the
available back issues of in the digital «
library.

Also, don’t miss out on Dollhouse
Classroom! It's like having a work-
shop in your home. You can watch
programs anytime on your computer
or mobile device at
www.dollhouseclassroom.com

Call the US office at 1-866-606-6587
or 507-634-3143

By mail using the form on the right
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A stunning new design and even more projects!

INSPIRING MINIATURE ENTHUSIASTS TO CREATE

| American Miniaturist is better than ever. With a

erican
Arhnln t r|St stunning new design and even more projects, AM
|

PROJECTS: + HOLIDAY COOKIES  FRUIT BOW
D CANA SUIT & BAKING TABLE  BROWNIES & ANDMUCH MORE

s the magazine every miniaturist is talking about.

When you subscribe, 12 beautiful issues of
American Miniaturist will be delivered
‘ straight to your door.

With any print subscription, you'll also receive
access to all of the available digital back issues
\ at www.i-mag.co.uk - a $45.99 value,

completely FREE!

PLUS for each print subscription, you will get
our latest subscriber gifts.

1, 2 & 3 year subscription prices: US*: $104.99 / $201.99/ $285.99 Canada (CAD): $160.99 / $304.99 / $399.99

UK: £103.99 / £184.99 / £245.99 Europe: €125.99 / €228.99 / €364.99
Rest of World**: $144.99 / $279.99 / $399.99

Save the postage, subscribe online at www.AmericanMiniaturist.com

| want to subscribe/renew
to American Miniaturist!

. First Name Last Name 1year ($104.99) .
. (US Funds Only) .
» Address 2years ($201.99) .
A (0 Funds Only) .
° 3years ($285.99) °
: (US Funds Only) :
« City State Zip iMag 1 year ($45.99) .
: Dollhouse Classroom 1 year :
. Country Telephone ($49.99) .
N i Dollhouse Classroom 1 year °
- E-mail with sub ($25.99) :
« Please debit my Mastercard / Visa / Amex / Discover  Expires / CwW2 ;p‘;sn:s agift subscription 7
Card no. Return this form to: °

) American Miniaturist °

PO Box 219, Kasson, MN 55944 ®

I 'do not wish to auto renew with the card listed above. Check enclosed payable to American Miniaturist .

*US Currency Rates for USA Subscribers

© © 6 0 0 0 000000 0000000 00000000 00000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 0000

Or call us today:
**US Currency Rates for ROW Subscribers 507-634-3143
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Add a fireplace, a door, and curtains to your cottage

ake your cottage :
¢ help you with the bending.

extra special
with a cozy
fi eplace and a farmhouse
style door in the bedroom.
Add some curtains to the
windows on the front panel

door. The fun part is making :

this build your own.

Cut pieces from pattern,

as indicated. Glue the
two pieces of (3) together,
frimming edges level. Glue

front (1) and two sides of (2) :

together and add top (3).

Cut (4) from black card
and score where shown.

Pull sides forward gently -
Scale =1:12
Materials:
M Mat board
B White glue

B Acrylic paint

M Thin black card

B Red glitter glue or shiny
candy wrapping

B Embossed wallpaper

B Varnish

M Gold trim

B Newspaper

M Gold bead

B Double sided sticky tape

AM v MARCH
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use the edge of a table to

Decorate the front of the

fi eplace (1) with strips

color desired.

Pattern:

Clue (4) in place as
fi eplace back.

Cut a piece of mat
board for the fi eplace

of embossed wallpaper and hearth. Cut it slightly larger
i squares of card. Paint in the : than the size of the made
* up fi eplace.

Fire place sides
cut 2

cut 2

SCORE

Fire place back

SCORE




Pattern:

PROJECT

Fire place top
cut 2

Fire place front
cut 2

Paint, sponge with di-

luted colored paint and
add a few pencil lines to
look like veins. Varnish.

Clue the fi eplace to the
: decoration and glue it into
: the grate.

hearth. Stick a strip of
gold cake decorating trim

: to a piece of card. You may
¢ need to use double- sided
: sticky tape for this.

Add a little gold bead
to the center for added

Paint a scrap of news-
paper black. When dry,

¢ screw up and glue into the
: grate. Add some red glitter
glue to look like a fi €, or

pieces of red sweet paper.

Scale =1:12
Materials:
M Mat board
B White glue
B Acrylic paint
B Thin black card
H Door knob

Clue the fi eplace to
one of the walls.

Cut door from pattern.
Clue to a larger piece of

mat board.

Score at 1/2” mtervals
from top to bottom of the

door. Add 1/2" wide strips

MARCH 5 AM
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of mat board to the top and
the two sides.

Add further 1/2” strips
to door as shown in dia-
gram. Trim all edges level.

Paint. When dry, add a

tiny square of thin black
card and centre the door
knob on this. A bead or top
of a paper clip can be used
for the handle.

Bedroom curtains
Cut a strip of wood the
same width as your
window and 1" wide. Cut
a strip of curtain material
1 1/4” wide and pleat in

AM v MARCH

Scale =1:12

Materials:

B Pretty pleater

B 100% cotton fabric

B Wood scraps

B Embroidery silk

B White glue or spray starch

the large size pleater using  :
. alternate ridges. Spray with :
: starch or brush with diluted :
. white glue. Dry. :

Clue another strip
of material slightly

narrower than 1 1/4” to the
. back of the pleats. Remove
. carefully when it is dry and
: press the pleats so they are
nice and flat

Clue the pleated strip
to the pelmet, wrapping

around the ends of the

: wood. Clue a folded strip

¢ of material to the top of the
: pelmet to hide the edges

: of the pleats and glue the
finished pelmet to the top o
: the window.

Pleat material to fit th
rest of the window. Braid

some embroidery thread to
: make tiebacks and glue all
: inplace.

: Don't forget to add all of

: your window and door trim.
: Then the floor molding afte
you install the floo .
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DOORS - INTERNAL

fecccaaad

i
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CUT 2 IN MOUNT CARD

2 WIDE STRIPS OF CARD

Table tennis balls can be
cut with sharp scissors.
Use sandpaper to remove

: any rough edges.You

: should be able to remove

¢ any black writing by wiping
: it with acetone.

Scale=1:12
Materials:

W Table tennis ball

M Black indelible felt tip
H Colored felt tips

B Jewelry finding

M Crochet thread

M Needle

W Scissors

Using the type of felt tip
that writes on plastic,

i draw a pattern on the half

. table tennis ball. Fill in

. shapes with colored felt tip
markers or hand-paint it.

Make a hole in the
center top with a hot

needle. Clue jewelry
 finding with a cent al hole
: over this.

Next, knot a piece of
fairly thick thread and

pass it through a large
¢ eyed needle.

Pass the thread up from
the inside of the ball

through the jewelry findin
and then through another
i Jewelry findin .

Secure the thread with
a knot and glue it and

jewelry finding to the center
: of a ceiling rose or straight
: onto the ceiling.

: Make another one in a dif-

ferent style for the kitchen if

¢ you like!

MARCH 5 AM
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AM’s news page is devoted to keep-
ing busy miniaturists up to speed. Please
submit items of mini interest to auraleald
ashdown.co.uk or to American Miniaturist -
Mini Scoop, PO Box 219, Kasson, MN 55944.

Hobby Builders Supply/miniatures.com
announces 2020 Creatin” Contest Kit
This year’s kit, The Corner
Place (#92020, is an open
room box for unlimited
1deas! This unique setting

¢ side, and the stair unit can
¢ be used at any point along
: the raised platform. The

¢ Corner Place kit is made

80

has multiple options for © of high quality MDF with
customizing. The windows  : whitewood component.
and door (included) may  : Each kit includes easy

be installed from either
side, and the stair unit
can be used at any point
along the raised platform,
which offers great design
fl xibility and takes the

scene to a whole new level.

This unique setting
has multiple options for
customizing. The windows
and door (included) may
be installed from either

|
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: assembly instructions and
: measures 14-1/16"W x 14-
: 3/8"Hx 12-1/8"D.

Crand prize for the

: Creatin’' Contestis a

: $1,000 Hobby Builders

. Supply/miniatures.com gift
: cerfificat , as well as the
cover photo of the March

: 2021 catalog.

Three runner-up gift

¢ time entrants. Every entrant
: receives a thank you

. prize.Entriesaredueby
: December 18,2020, and the !
¢ winner will be announced
¢ by mid-February 2021.

: Congratulations
One of our contributors,

: Hubert Lengdorfer was

: Invited to exhibit at the

. Palais Schénborn-Batthyéa-
: ny inVienna at the Friday
: nights with Yury Revich

: show on March 13th. We

: wish him a fantastic show!
. certificates willbe  warded !

© ($500, $300, $200), plus Giveaway
: other awards for honorable contributions
: mentions and select fi st- If you would like to be

considered to have your
products featured for our
giveaways with your link
mentioned please email
the editor at auralea@
ashdown.co.uk.



WHERE’'S ARTHUR CONTEST

Arthur was found on page 70

hiding in the library in the January
issue (AMZ201).We have randomly
selected McKenzie from Montezuma,
NM to be our winner for this month's
Where’s Arthur contest. We will be
sending her a very special prize for
helplng us find Arthur.

But as you know Arthur loves to roam through each
page and, as expected, he has once again wandered
off while we weren't looking. Hopefully you can help
us find him

March nghllghts contest
We would love to know what your
" favorite highlights were in this issue
e of AM You could win this 1:12 scale
tulip kit by Angie Scarr. All it takes
is a written paragraph for this
random drawing!
Send your entry to March
'i’i Highlights contest, American
Miniaturist, PO Box 219, Kasson,
MN 55944, You may also send your
entries via email to auralea@ashdown.co.uk. Please
be sure to include your name, address, phone num-
ber, and email address.

1:24 chair kitgiveaway &
Enter to win this fabulous ‘Wl Naniunes
1:24 chair kit donated

by Red Cottage Miniatures.

Learn more by visiting :
www.redcottageminiatures.com

Heart chair

To be eligible for the

: listed contests/giveaways
: please indicate the name
. of the contest/giveaway
: and AMissue number

: and send your entry to
American Miniaturist,

: POBox 219, Kasson, MN

: 55944, or email them to

. auralea@ashdown.co.uk.

: Please be sure to include
© your name, address,

¢ phone number, and email
: address. The deadline for
. thisissue's entry is Friday,
: March 20, 2020.

: Good luck!

. Recent winners
January Highlights
: Susan from, Apopka, FL

House kit giveaway
. Elizabeth from, San Antonio, TX

: Congratulations!

: Alittle reminder. Please

¢ remember to add ALL of

: the required info in your

¢ contest entries so you

: can be considered for the
: drawings!

60

Be sure to like and

: follow American

. Miniaturist magazine
. on Facebook, Twitter,
and Instagram!
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A miniature

ROOM BOX

snapshot intime

Douglas Whitney made a miniature shop based
on a shop he remembered while growing up

lorida resident Douglas
Whitney has an extensive
background to enrich his
interest in and enhance his
creation of miniatures. As a
design architect of record for
thousands of buildings across
23 states in the USA, and
with 39 years of experience
as an architect in Maine and
Florida, how could he miss?
He also built a speedboat
in Maine, when he was 17.

AM 5 MARCH

BY AM NORTH

. He hand-painted all the

¢ 4 x 8 advertising signs for

: 25 advertisers for a Little
League field when he was 1

© and spent a year in London,

. England as a college student

¢ studying at the Architecture

© Association in Bedford Square.
: Minis had to be a snap.

: As a child, Dougs first m -
 terials for creating miniature
¢ structures were found objects
¢ such as twigs and toothpicks,

¢ and in adulthood, he evolved

¢ into building model kits and

¢ dollhouses as a hobby to while
: away the long Maine winters.
His career as an architect and

i designer brought specializa-

¢ tion in retail, healthcare, and

: senior living projects, but he

- also has designed everything

from a go-kart track to a co-

¢ lumbarium (a room or build-
. ing with niches for funeral
: urns to be stored).

Somehow he has

managed to keep miniatures
incorporated into his life,

¢ primarily because he loves

. them. “I enjoy both the

: process of thinking through

¢ how to do things, and the

© satisfaction of the completion
© of each project,” he remarked.

One of his notable pieces

¢ is the School Street Variety
: store, which came about from
¢ an ad for a contest, Real Good

¢ Left: The miniature School Street
. Variety store won 3rd place in the
Real Good Toys’ General Store

. Challenge in 2019.



Toys’ General Store Chal-
lenge in 2019, with a theme
of Shops Across America.
Doug immediately remem-
bered a store which had been
located across the street from
his house in Danvers, Massa-
chusetts in the 1960s, and he
envisioned creating a replica
of it as an ideal entry.

His successful interpreta-

tion of the store resulted in his :

winning a third place award.
As a convenient shopping
place for residents of the
neighborhood for groceries
and everyday staples, that
small local store of his youth
had been a vital spot in the
community, and its re-cre-
ation emphasizes the fact that

miniatures sometimes have an
added validity by preserving a
i clapboard siding, using a per-
i manent marker in light gray,
: and a similar technique for

¢ the white lines of the blinds

. in the windows. Overall, it

© came out as he had hoped and :
: envisioned.

snapshot in time.

Doug started the project
with a simple store kit that he
adapted and customized for
the replication, then he added
the custom-made adjoining
house to complement i, scal-
ing down the footprint of the
actual house to keep the size
reasonable. While his original
work is the dominant hall-
mark of the building, he did
order the Coke signage decals
from a licensed provider, and
he also sought out and found
unique store/grocery items
and newspapers to place on
the shelves.

The primary materials

ROOM BOX

¢ used in the structure were
: wood and plastic. He imple-

mented a drafting board to
draw the lines of the wood

His reason for undertaking

¢ the project was primarily for
© the sense of accomplishment,
. and he had fun finding an

: building the parts and pieces
¢ and imaging how they could
. all be assembled. Ultimately,
¢ his favorite part simply

: was enjoying looking at his
duplication of the familiar

¢ storefront that once had been
- a familiar sight viewed from

: Below: A look inside the School
: Street Variety store.

¢ his living room windows so
i many years ago.

His parents and siblings

: were amazed and amused by
: his creation, since they all
were familiar with the corner
: store depicted in the contest

entry. He even consulted

¢ with the former owners of
¢ the original store, and worked

: from actual photographs of
¢ the building

Inspiration seems to come

¢ easily to him. “T have a life-
long habit of being observant

: and picking out the details and
¢ unusual aspects of the environ-
¢ ment around us, and that I

: think is the key,” he explained.

His workplaces are a

: carved-out portion of his ga-

MARCH 5 AM
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Douglas consulted with the
former owners of the store.
Then he used actual photographs
of the building from his past

for reference.

rage, a hobby room at home,
and sometimes his kitchen
table where he can do repeti-
tive detail work like adding
shingles to a roof. There are
special items he finds mos
valuable to use, declaring his
adjustable radial arm saw to

be his favorite power tool, and :

his inexpensive reading glasses
as essential for detailed work.
He cites the biggest difficult
involved with working in
miniature as size: “I try to
look for projects that will not
be too large when they are
completed.”

Doug doesn sell his
creations, preferring instead
to give them as gifts. He has
made a couple of items that
he has chosen to keep - the

AM 5 MARCH

ROOM BOX

¢ first two model classic car

. made of metal that he had

: built when he was a teenager.
He also values a special col-

¢ lection - over 2,000 items of

-~

dioramas from the 1930s-
: 1940s and up to the 1970s.

His home life and career

: both encompass his passion for
: miniatures. “Model building

¢ has been a part of the design

: process with our company. We
. now, of course, have the abil-
ity to produce models in 3D

: using computer programs, but
¢ there is still something special

: about building a real three-

¢ dimensional model.”

The future of miniatures

: seems bright in his estimation.
“Building miniatures is like

¢ hand-drawing; it always will

. be something that is interest-

: ing and engaging.”

New ideas beckon, and

Doug admits to having a

¢ few projects lined up for the

¢ future, such as plans for up-

: coming dollhouses, when the
: timing is right and the spirit

: vintage metal toy soldiers with :

moves him.

—
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: American Issue 202 © © American Issue 201 1 American Issue 200
miniatur st P4 mlnlatur st : L m|n|atur|st

Get ready to be
inspired by projects,
features, and more!

Get ready to be
inspired by projects,
features, and more!

Get ready to be
inspired by projects,
features, and more!

* Vintage Drug Store
e Valentine Roses

e Coconut Heart Cake
* Good Sam Gallery

o Waterfall Bookcase
* Muskoka Chair
e Retro Diner

e Garden Room

* Bench Project

¢ Make a Santa Suit

¢ Fun Christmas Trees :
e German House

© American Issue 199 ¢ American Issue 198 ¢ 1 American Issue 197

3 mlnlaturlst L mlnlatUI’ISt [ mlnlaturISt Be inspired by this
issue filled with

projects and more:

Get ready to be
inspired by projects,
features, and more!

Get ready to be
inspired by projects,
features, and more!

e Garden Tools

e Fruit Crumble

e Classroom Scene
e Fish Pond

o Newby Hall Exhibit
e 1:24 Stump Shop

¢ Banjo Clock Project
* Mini Apple Tarts

e Cauldron Cake
e Witch's Broom
¢ Halloween Costumes *
® Pumpkins :

Issue 196

Don’t miss out on the
inspiring, innovative
minis in this issue.

Issue 195 : Americant ist Issue 193
Read this beautiful,  © : aturis

summer issue and
further your creativity: ; :

This issue has all the
best inspiration just
for you:

« BBQ & Picnic Projects §
o Quarter Scale Dolls @ :
* Motorcycle Garage

e Food Truck
o Floor Tile Design
® Dream Catcher
* Doughnuts

e Shabby Chic Shed

* Mother’s Day Projects :

e Elizabeth Slinn’s :
Cottage

Now you can purchase single back issues at www.americanminiaturist.com/issues
OR purchase multiple copies via mail or phone 1-866-606-6587.

© © © 0 0 0 0 0 0000000000000 0000000 000000000000 000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000

BACK ISSUES PAYMENT

Please send me the following back issues:

First Last
Single issues: | | [ | [ | | |
($9.95 PER ISSUE + S/H) Address
Five issues: [ | | | | | | | [ |
339+ S/H)
Ten issues: | )y ) | | |
S N o o o State Zie

Country Telephone
Back Issues Total: |:|

ORDER TOTAL 2 el

Shipplng|& Handling Totals |:| Circle one: Mastercard / Visa / Amex / Discover

OrderTotal: [ ] Expires ~ /  CW2
SHIRPING carano. [ 0000000000

USA: $0.01 to $9.95: $3.99 / $9.96 to $30.00: $8.99 / $30.01 to $75.00: $13.99 /

$75.01 to $125.00: $18.99 / $125.01 to $175.00: $23.99 / $175.01 and up: $28.99 [] Check enclosed payable to AMERICAN MINIATURIST
CANADA: 0.01 to $9.95: $5.99 / $9.96 to $30.00: $10.99 / $30.01 to $75.00: $15.99

$75.01 to $125.00: $20.99 / $125.01 to $175.00: $25.99 / $175.01 and up: $30.99 - [ 0_}
EUROPE: 0.01 to $9.95: $9.99 / $9.96 to $30.00: $17.99 / $30.01 to $75.00: $25.99 _ o - e
$75.01 to $125.00: $30.99 / $125.01 to $175.00: $38.99 / $175.01 and up: $46.99 éfgeargiazf‘w g"'”'a“”‘St S;‘;Sﬁ‘é‘;?asa-sﬁggxﬁtcgsuiy emell &l
REST OF WORLD: $0.01 to $9.95: $11.99 / $9.96 to $30.00: $21.99 / $30.01 to $75.00: Kasson. MN 55944 Or call us at: 1-866-606-6587

$31.99/ $75.01 to $125.00: $41.99 / $125.01 to $175.00: $51.99 / $175.01 and up: $61.99 ' Outside US: 507-634-3143



LAS VEGAS, NV
Announcing the annual
wholesale miniature show
in Las Vegas. International
Market of Miniature Arti-
sans website: IMOMALYV.
COM. February 24th &

Hotel & Casino, 4000 W
Flamingo Rd, Las Vegas,
NV. Show times are 23rd
(Setup, Sunday): 10:00

Monday): 9:00 AM - 5:00
PM, 25th (Show, Tuesday):
9:00 AM - 4:00 PM. Must
register online or contact
Cindy Gonzales for more
information at IMoMA.LV(@
gmail.com. Come join the
fun!

PHOENIX, AZ

Phoenix, Arizona Miniature
Show & Sale on Saturday,
February 29 & Sunday,
March 1, 2020

Saturday show runs 9 AM
to 5 PM, Sunday is from 11

© AM to 4 PM. Show features :
: a Sales room, exhibits,

: raffles benefiting ch -

. ity, Door Prizes and a free
. "Make-and-take project

: for children ages 4 and

: older. Admission Adults

¢ $8, Children under 12 $2.
25th 2020 at the Goldcoast . Location Arizona State

: University - West Campus,
: 4701 West Thunderbird,

¢ Phoenix, Arizona 85069.

: For more Information visit: :
AM - 6:00 PM, 24th (Show, : www.phoenixminiatures.
: com or call 480-466-9691
¢ Email: phxminishow(@

: gmail.com

CLAYMONT, DE :
: Sunday, March 22, 2020, 10 :
: AM- 4 PM. The First State
© Mini Club is offering its

: 43rd annual Show and Sale :
. at the Crowne Plaza Wilm- :
© ington North in Claymont,
Delaware. Featuring about :
: 50 vendor/artisan tables,

¢ exhibits, make-and-take,
: Saturday workshops, door
: prizes, free parking, no

taxes. Adults $5, Children

: under 12 $2.50. www.

: fi ststateminiclub.org

: for more information or

: email: fi ststateminiclub(@
: gmail.com

: PARAMUS, NJ

: 2nd Annual GARDEN

: STATE DOLLHOUSE SHOW
: & SALE presented by

Lorraine Scuderi & Karen

© Aird. Classes offered on

. Friday, March 27th from

: 8am - 5pm. To register

© for classes/workshops,

. please visit www.Karens-
¢ dollhouse.com or www.

: LorraineScuderi.com The

show is Saturday, March

: 28th from 10am - 4pm at
© the Paramus Elks Lodge,

200 Route 17 North,
Paramus, NJ 07652.

: Admission $6.00. For

further information, please

visit our two websites or
. call Lorraine Scuderi at
: 732-216-4729 or Karen
¢ Aird’s Dollhouse Shop at



908-766-3777. **Please
Note: The Elks Lodge is
Located Behind Raymor &
Flanigan, Please turn into
the Raymor & Flanigan
parking, as the Elks Lodge
is behind the store.

CARMEL, IN

Museum of Miniature
Houses HUGE ATTIC
SALE!

Saturday, April 11, 2020,
9am to 3pm. Carmel Lions
Club, 141 E. Main St.,
Carmel, Indiana. Location
is just next door to the Mu-
seum. Dollhouses, room
boxes, furniture & acces-
sories. 100’s of kits this
year! H.0.M., Chrysnbon,
Scientific, Shenandoah
Come to the Museum, too,
for more great Attic Sale
bargains.

CLEVELAND, OH
2020 Greater Cleveland
Dollhouse & Miniature

Show & Sale, Sunday May
: 17,2020, 10am - 4pm.

© Show will be held at Wil-

: loughby Hills Community  :
¢ Center, 35400 Chardon Rd. :
: (Rte. 6) Willoughby Hills,

i OH 44094. This is an east-
. ern suburb, just off [-271

© & 1-90 (use the local lanes
: of I-271, not the Express).

¢ Admission: $5, children

: 4-12$2, under 4 Free.
Raffles, Cu tomer Appre-
: ciation Gifts, Special sales
: table for kids 12 & under.

: Snacks are available at the
: show! For more informa-

¢ tion, email minicellar@

: shcglobal.net or wsmale@
: windstream.net or see our
. website at www.cleveland-
: miniatureshow.com Show :
. benefits Rainb w Babies & :
: Children’s Hospital.

: MOORESVILLE, NC

¢ 7th Annual Mooresville
North Carolina Miniatures :
: Show and Sale will be held :
: June 13, 2020 from 10

am - 4 pm at the Hampton
¢ Inn and Suites, 119 Gallery
: Center Drive, Mooresville,

: NC 28117. Contact Ma-

ria for more information

 including workshops at
i 704-230-0569 or via email
. at MariaCanz01(@aol.com

: FOGELSVILLE, PA

: Lehigh Valley Miniatures
: Club 43rd Annual Doll-

: house & Miniatures Show
: and Sale, will be held at

: The Holiday Inn/Delta,

: 7736 Adrienne Drive,

: Breinigsville, PA 18031.

© Exit 49A off I-78 onto Rt.

: 100 South. 10 am - 4 pm.
: $5.00 Adults (4.50 with

: coupon), $1.00 children

under 12. Show info: Ka-

. ren Barone, 561-596-6855,
: kbarone0117@live.com.

: website: www.lehighval-

. leyminiatures.com

Add your event
Phone: (507) 993-8416

Email: adsales@
ashdownmagazines.com
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PROJECT

Homemade furniture

Add some furniture to your little cottage

have provided some

basic patterns to make

furniture for your little
cottage. It is up to you to
take each piece to the next
level with your creativity.

Bed
Cut head and foot board
to21/2" 1 3/4".

Clue a newel post to
each side making the
head and foot of each bed.

Cuttwo 1/2"x 6 1/2”

strips of card (2) and
glue to each side of (1)
about 1 1/2” from the floo
level. Cut a base 6" by
just over 3" wide and glue
across two pieces that are
61/2"x1/2".

If you do not have
turned newel posts use

Scale=1:12] :

Materials:

B Mat board

B 4 newel posts
B White glue

B Acrylic paint
B Felt tips

B Beads

M Thin card

AM v MARCH

BY JOAN KEY

: 1/4” square pieces of wood,
¢ approximately 3 1/2” long.

Decorate with fl w-
ers. Add bedclothes.

The bedspread shown was
¢ made from strips of cotton

. lace machined together and :
: hemmed along cut edges.

Wardrobe

Cut pieces from pattern.
Clue top (3), bottom (3),

 sides (2), front (1), and back
¢ (1) together. :

Add 3" wide strips of
card around edges and

: two pieces at center.

: Punch out some circles
: of card with a paper
punch and use as handles

¢ or use beads or proper

¢ handles. Paint and decorate
: with l wers.

: Hutch
For the top part of hutch,
: cut two pieces of (1)
¢ making one slightly larger
. than the other.

Clue together. Allow the
: larger piece to protrude
. at sides and front. Glue top
(1), sides (2) and back (6)

: together. Insert a strip off-

: shaped card (8) at the top.




Pattern:

PROJECT

1]

Wardrobe front

and back
cut 2
O
[
z
o
(4
[TH
w
-4
|_
i
w
(€]

f T

Syt
At

Clue 8" strips of card

at shelf height and glue
your shelves to these for
extra strength.

Base of dresser — glue

top (5), sides (4) and
base (7) together, keeping
base 4" from the bottom.

When dry, glue this to
the bottom part of the

2

“%
,g’-"r_t?'.'_:%?(

Wardrobe sides
cut 2

3

Wardrobe top and bottom
cut 2

MARCH 5 AM
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PROJECT

Hutch top
cut 1 slightly larger

S5

Hutch shelves
cut 2

N

Hutch bottom shelf




Top trim
cut 1in thin card

Hutch back
cut 1in mat board

pJed Uiy ui | 1nd
wL aseg




Pattern:

PROJECT

Top of hutch base

94

cut 2
Hut-ch sides
cut 2
Sides of hutch base
~cut 2
back (6). Add shaped card Scale=1:12 @
strip (9) the top of the front Materials:
of the base. B 4 banister spindles
M Mat board

Paint. The one shown
was painted with cream

and then color washed with  :

diluted green.

Kitchen table
Cut table top from pat-
tern using mat board.
Paint the edges green.

Clue a piece of veneer

to the top (or leave
plain and paint the top).
Clue spindles one at each
corner, 1/4” in from the
edges. Glue 1/2" strips of
mat board between the
spindle tops. Paint and give
it a color wash.

AM v MARCH

B Scrap of wood strip floorin
B Paint

Mark the table top with
a few miniature cup

ring stains and splodges
¢ using acrylic paint.

The jars on the top shelf
are made from beads

and paper clips.

Card plates are covered
with magazine cut outs.

¢ Jars on the second shelf are
. made from plastic siphon-

! ing tube, two with material
tops and three with rounds
¢ of baked Fimo glued on.




Pattern:

PROJECT

é Table top

cut 1 from mat board and
1 from veneer

The rocking chair is a
Chrysnbon kit, the kitchen
light was made from half a
table tennis ball.

Baking tins, coffee jug,
etc., are a Chrysnbon kit
and, although a little on the
expensive side, they are
very neat and attractive.
The mixing bowl was pur-
chased as was the sacks at
the bottom of the dresser.

The kettle is made from
Fimo and garden wire. The
packet of flour is a sc ap of
white paper with blue lines
drawn on and wrapped
around a small piece of
foam core.

The white containers on

. the dresser are pieces of
: dowelling covered with
embossed wallpaper. The
¢ lids are the plastic caps

¢ used to cover screw heads. :
. The towel over the back of
 the rocking chair is a piece :
: of crepe bandage with felt  :
¢ tip lines drawn on, and the
i tea towels are white cotton
¢ lawn with blue lines drawn
on them.

The loft is filled with

: odds and ends from other
: projects; boxes made from :
: card, rolls of wallpaper and :
cutouts. My little friend, :
: Amber, made the mice in

¢ the attic. The old lady is
made from Puppenfimo
¢ using a Push Mold. Have
: fun making your cottage!
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Real Good Toys 4t NIPERRTA T

It's never too late to live Happily Ever After!

www.happily-ever-after.biz
\_ An online shop selling a variety of miniatures )

DollhouseClassiom

Our online classroom is devoted to your favourite hobby.

www.dollhouseclassroom.com

PRICE
LIST ON
REQUEST,

p
BEAD iewcllery | | —%ons & Kates

Miniature Beads, Pearls,
Gemstones & Mineral Specimens

WWW. bead mag azi ne.co.u k for Miniaturists & Collectors
Creneandkate@aol.com | 615-406-9858

R CAS NS

f 1:12 Cowboy/Western, Hispanic, American Indian
www. TexasTiny.com

Alessio Miniatures
See Your Local Miniatures Shop
and Ask for the Best!
www.AlessioMiniatures.com
631-673-6277
for a dealer near you go to
www.ministores.org

ybear

E TIMES FRIENDS
H ...Jor collectors of teddy bears & other furry friends
E www.teddybeartimes.com




PAPER PUNCHES (not shown actual size)

Inspiration for the miniature enthusiast

...at your fingertips. " .” .‘*. MORE THAN 300
v o g PRY §  paperPUNCH
L33 5 SHAPES -

to make petals and

1/4” scale Round Bistro Table, leaves for flowers

o

N\
Sxg

2 chairs & tablecloth & *. " * and plants.
Kit $8.50 Completed $17.00 Nt ol Some punches
- Include $4 for shipping XX 1) ‘ ' & @‘ exclusively
Plants, kits’i/i?d']f/%‘:nit:ée']ip 1/1|44th, 1/120th, ‘ *ke+ Y ' - designed by
Over 750 Kits available. ARy Kbk ﬁ“tth1”kek°f
Pricelist LSASE and include scale. IT12. 228 1 anky Fanky.

Susan Karatjas
810 Balmoral Court
Moon Township, PA 15108
www.sdkminiatures.com
724-388-2901

Send for actual size punch shapes catalog for
$2.00 US. / Foreign $3.00
Complete color catalog $4.00 U.S./Foreign $7.50 pp.
Hanky Panky Crafts PO Box 6 Blue Earth,
MN 56013
Phone: 507-526-3110 Fax: 507-526-5969
E-Mail: rhanke@bevcomm.net
Web: hankypankycrafts.com

Find us on Facebook sdk miniatures LLC

@AmericanMiniaturist
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listings

Visit these fine stores that carry American Miniaturist magazines for your
convenience. Please note: some of these stores are online only.
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Elegant Dollhouse
1120 Fulton Ave
Sacramento, CA 95825
(916) 484-0411

Miniature Cottage Shop

1260 Main St
Morro Bay, CA 93442
(805) 772-7858

Ms. Peggie’s Place
5063 Cass St

Time Machine Hobby,
Ll

71 Hillard St
Manchester, CT 06040
(860) 646-0610

Ron’s Miniature Shop
751 W. Colonial Dr.
Orlando, FL 32804
(407) 841-9333

Tom Thumb Hobby
& Crafts

6001 W. Gross Point Rd
Niles, IL 60714

(847) 869-9575

The Great American
Dollhouse Museum
344 Swope Drive
Danville, KY 40422

Treasure Hill
4746 State Road J
Fulton, M0 65251
(573) 642-8802

Treasure Chest of Crafts
1612 Benton Ave
Missoula, MT 59801
(406) 549-7992

Dolls and Minis Craftables
8068 Columbia Road 15 Beechmont
Olmsted Falls, OH 44138 Crescent,
(440) 647-1519 Box 3333
Spruce Grove
AB, T7X 3A6

Darleen’s Dollhouse
511 117th Ave E
Edgewood, WA 98372
(253) 952-2031

859-236-1883

San Diego, CA 92109 The Toy Box .

(858) 483-2621 419 Brevard Ave Earth & Tree Miniatures & More, LLC
Historic Cocoa Village, FL  Wee Dollhouse Shop 276 Rt 101 610 5th Ave. S, Ste. D,
32922 140 South River Ave Ambherst, NH 03031 Edmonds, WA 98020

(321) 632-2411 Holland, MI 49423 (603) 673-8707 (425) 835-0541
(616) 392-4321
If you wish to carry our magazine in your shop please call us today. Your customers will appreciate this extra service.
Call us today for pricing: (507) 993-8416.

Index

ALESSIOMINIATURES.........cocoevnne 96
ALMA ARTISTRY

TEENY WEENY MINIATURE COTTAGE

ARENE AND KATE'S 96 LITTLE THINGS OF INTEREST............. 98 TEXAS TINY. 96
ART IN WAX............. 99 M.W. REUTTER PROZELLANFABRIK  THE GREATER CLEVELAND MINIATURE
AUREATE MINIATURES.. GMBHe oo 2 SHOW & SALE..oorsooooooooeooeesreenen 88

THE LITTLE DOLLHOUSE

8 COMPANY.......ooviiiiiiiiicccccc 48
THE MINI TIME MACHINE MUSEUM

OF MINIATURES
THE MINIATURE CELLAR...
THE PETITE PROVISIONS CO....
THE TOY BOX
TINYTOWN MINIATURES....
TOM THUMB HOBBY & CRAFT..
TREASURES BY TINA......
WESTON MINIATURES....
WICKER MINIATURE..........cccoinn

CAPE COD MINIATURE SOCIETY........
CAROL'S MINIATURES....
DOLLHOUSE LAND..
DOLLS AND MINIS......

EARTH & TREE MINIATURES
FIRST STATE MINI CLUB...
FOREVER FRIENDS.....
GREEN GYPSIES.........
HANKY PANKY CRAFTS.
HAPPILY EVER ATER...
HART'S DESIRE MINIS
ISLE OF SPADES

RAGGEDY D’S MINIATURES.
REAL GOOD TOYS.................
RED COTTAGE MINIATURES
SDK MINIATAURES........
SUGARBIRD HOLLOW....
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Raggedy D’'s
Collectible handcrafted dollhouse minis

Alma Artistry
Miniature OOAK dolls

etsy.com/shop/AlmaArtistryStudio etsy.com/shop/raggedydsminiatures

Hazel Rayfiel
Unique Miniature Dollhouse Art
ArtInWax.etsy.com

Treasures by Tina
Needlepoint rugs, pillows & more
etsy.com/shop/treasuresbytina

Carol’'s Miniatures
1:12th Scale period furnishings
etsy.com/uk/shop/CarolsMiniatures

Green Gypsies
Unique mini home decor pieces
etsy.com/shop/GreenGypsies

The Petite Provisions Co.
Artisan handmade food & decor
petiteprovisionsco.etsy.com

My Tiny Nest Miniatures
Mini furniture and accessories
etsy.com/shop/MyTinyNestMiniatures

JDayMinis
1:48 Laser cut kits, lace & 1:12 kits
etsy.com/ca/shop/jdayminis

Aurearte Miniatures
Unique handpainted miniatures
www.etsy.com/shop/Aurearte

H

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000003

aﬂ "”/’“ Feeling left out?
> % Need more information about how you can get your
78 BEY Etsy Shop listed here?
YOUR  Bose
!?;/ %;,; Contact our Sales Team at:

adsales(dashdownmagazines.com

o or call: 1 (507) 993-8416 for all the details.
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Wicker Miniature
Wicker furniture & baskets in miniature
etsy.com/shop/WickerMiniature

Sugarbird Hollow
Weird, whimsical & curious miniatures
etsy.com/shop/sugarbirdhollow

HartsDesireMinis
Quality miniatures at reasonable prices
etsy.com/shop/HartsDesireMinis

Tinytown Miniatures
Magical handmade miniatures
etsy.com/uk/shop/TinytownMiniatures

Little Things of Interest
Miniature dollhouse books & accessories
etsy.com/shop/Little THINGSinterest

Cape Cod Miniature Society
Handmade & Collection pieces
etsy.com/shop/CapeCodMiniatures

Pagan Moon Miniatures Isle Of Spades
Witch and gothic miniatures il Vintage and German Miniatures
etsy.com/uk/shop/paganmoonminiatures . . etsy.com/shop/IsleOfSpades

Weston Miniature
Dollhouse studio miniatures
etsy.com/shop/WestonMiniature

Feeling left out?

- Need more information about how you can get your

% ?;-,«;i Etsy Shop listed here?
<z B
E; Contact our Sales Team at:

. ) adsales(dashdownmagazines.com
555;:?;;
)
b |

[0 orcall: 1(507) 993-8416 for all the details.
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dollhouse

dol]kouse

miniatures  Miiiatures

FINE MINIATURE ART FOR THE DEVOTED COLLECTOR

1YEAR GIFT 2 YEAR GIFT

All gifts subject to change.

Subscribe today!

Subscribe to the print edition of Dollhouse Miniatures for one year and we’ll

gift you the Red Cookware Set, complete with removable lids. Gift Subscriptions
Subscribe for two years and we'll send you the Classic Chess Set. Al 8 (ZEIA

present for your
Take advantage of extra savings by subscribing for three years and orartiE

we'll send you BOTH gifts for FREE! o .
miniaturist!
Plus, each print subscription will come with FREE access to the i-mag library!

1, 2 & 3 year subscription prices: US*: $59.99 / $114.99/ $169.99 Canada (CAD): $91.99/$177.99 / $262.99
UK: £69.99 /£134.99/ £205.99 Europe: €98.99/€155.99/€193.99  Rest of World**: $109.99/ $179.99 / $219.99

| want to subscribe to/renew
Dollhouse Miniatures!
[11 year ss9.99) []2 years (s114.99)

(US Funds Only) (US Funds Only)
[13 year (st69.99)
First Name Last Name racsom)
I:l Dollshouse TV 1 year ($65.99)

Save the postage, subscribe online at www.dhminiatures.com

Address D Dollshouse TV 1 year with sub ($59)
I:‘ iMag 1 year ($49.99)
City State Zip
Count Telephone This is a gift subscription
i P I:| From:
E-mall USA UK
Please debit my Mastercard / Visa / Amex / Dlscover e e Tralbinn
Expires PO Box 219 PO BOX 2258

Pulborough

Kasson, MN 55944 RH20 9BA
Card no. DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD Voooonias | oreanie
1-866-606-6587 Or call us today:

[ Check enclosed payable to Dollhouse Miniatures [] I do not wish to auto renew with the card listed above ~ Miside Us: +44(0)1903 884988
*us Currency Rates for USA Subscribers ~ **US Currency Rates for ROW Subscribers



