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If you enjoy shooting
J clay targets you should
: be a member of the CPSA

We represent you at all levels
from pay & play to international
competition. Not only do we give you

public liability insurance and personal
accident cover for all of your shooting
activities (not only clays) but a whole host
of other benefits.

AS A MEMBER OF THE CPSA
YOU WILL RECEIVE

« £10m civil liability insurance cover for most
shooting sports including game and clay

- Up to £125,000 Personal Accident cover

- Legal expenses insurance for shotgun certificate
revocation and renewal issues (full members only)

- Protection for your sport

- Coaching schemes and courses

Pull! membership
magazine published
ten times per year
and delivered to
your door

w cpsa.co.uk/membership | einfo@cpsa.co.uk | t 01483 485 400

CPSA, Edmonton House, National Shooting Centre, Bisley, Brookwood, Woking, Surrey, GU24 ONP
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Hrst Words

With the weather improving, I’'m sure many of
you will have been out making the most of it by
enjoying a bit of pigeon or rabbit shooting while
it lasts as our contributors have! Andy Crow
has of course been out protecting his crops in an
endless battle against the grey hordes and Simon
O’Leary gives us some top tips on the best
equipment to use for the purpose.

I've been out thinning out the bunnies so you'll find
a bit of a run down on rabbit control on page 32 and
Mick Garvey has also been knocking a few over in his
article on page 34.

The only downside to the summer months is that
to get the best shooting opportunities at dusk and
dawn you need to be up at an unearthly hour or stay
out late into the evening - but the rewards of being
out this time of year are more than worth it with the
British countryside in its full glory.

For me, however, I'm cursed with hayfever, as |
was reminded on a recent outing over a field of
freshly cut grass. Within minutes | was reduced to a
snivelling sneezing wreck with tissue stuffed into
each nostril, prompting me to start my usual double
dosing and combining of various tablets and

medication in a bid to retain some form of dignity
throughout the early summer months without
inducing liver failure or an overdose. Hopefully in a
month or so | should be over the worst spell and
left to enjoy the rest of the summer without too
much trouble.

It seems the push for the lead ammunition ban is
moving steadily forward with suitable alternatives and
supply issues a concern It’s imperative that we all
highlight these issues, and you can find out more on
how to do this on page 36.

This month is also a gundog special with features
including counting grouse with pointers on page 10
and working an unusual breed in the field on page 18.

Deano has also been out on his fox control duties
as | shall be tomorrow night. With several more fields
due be cut for silage, I'll be out to see if any
foxes will make an appearance. The freshly
cut grass is always a draw to
foxes so it should be well
worth a look.

| shall prepare my
antihistamine drug cocktail

Mark Ripley
and head out early!

Guest editor
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For the very latest news, visit www.sportingshooter.co.uk

New Natural History GCSE to be launched in 2025

A new Natural History GCSE set to launch in
September 2025 has the potential to engage
thousands of schoolchildren each year by tackling

Lead restrictions
dossier published

On 6 May, the Health and Safety Executive (HSE)
published its findings on the risks posed by the
use of lead ammunition for people, wildlife and the
environment in England, Wales and Scotland.
Based on these findings, the HSE launched a
six-month consultation on the proposals which
include banning the sale of lead ammunition,
banning its use for both live quarry and outdoor
target shooting (with possible exemptions), and
mandatory packaging labelling.

Proposed transition periods for the restrictions
to take effect vary from 18 months to five years,
and buy-back schemes have been proposed
which largely mirror the lead ammunition
restrictions proposed in the European Union last
year as part of the EU REACH process.

Turn to page 56 to find out how BASC
have responded.

FTH)

6 www.sportingshooter.co.uk

topics such as conservation, sustainability,
species interactions, climate change and land
use, according to BASC’s head of pathways to

shooting Curtis Mossop. “We welcome the
announcement of this new Natural History GCSE
as a means of engaging and inspiring young
people to take a holistic view of our countryside
and wider global issues,” he said. “On average,
children now spend around 40 hours per week
looking at a screen of some kind. In stark contrast,
only 70 minutes per week, on average, is spent
outdoors or being connected with nature.
Hopefully, this new GCSE option will help redress
this balance and create a passion for nature in a
whole new group of young people.”

But he has warned that the new GCSE must
be objective, adding, “This subject must be
science-led rather than based on emotive
decisions and opinions. We made this clear in our
response to a consultation by the exam board on
the new qualification last year. There is an array of
potentially volatile and emotive topics, but the
learners must be directed to proven fact and
science to enable them to take a holistic view of
the subject.”

Hen harrier scheme renewed by Natural England

Natural England has announced that it has
issued a licence for a fifth year of the hen harrier
brood management scheme which has been
such a vital part of the recent hen harrier
success story in England, resulting in the best
breeding records for decades.
With assistance from the
Natural England
scheme, last year
saw the most
successful
breeding
season for 50
years. The
conservation
management
on grouse
moors
creates
quality
habitats that
many of our
most threatened
species call home,
including hen harriers.
Such is the importance of
these habitats that around 80%
of English hen harriers nest on land
managed for grouse shooting. Brood
management involves a small, but key
proportion of hen harriers, with most of the

ALY / yaNnnY O

population still breeding successfully in the wild.
Hen harriers face a variety of challenges
including predation, disturbance, weather
conditions and a shortage of available prey.
Brood management has boosted the overall
survival rate of hen harrier chicks
which can then go on to
breed successfully
themselves.
The brood
management
scheme,
among others
in the Hen
Harrier
Action Plan,
acts to
reduce
conflict
between hen
harriers and
grouse moors.
The approach
aligns with other
innovative conservation
projects across the globe
that ensure key species continue
to flourish. The scheme has won support
from various sources, not least BASC who have
granted £75,000 to Natural England over the
next three years via their Legacy Fund.



SirJackie Stewart Challenge

The Sir Jackie Stewart Challenge takes
place on 17 June at Thirlestane Castle in the
Scottish Borders in aid of Race Against
Dementia, sponsored by Eley and Beretta.
Sir Jackie Stewart OBE was an
Olympic-class shot who competed for
Scotland in the ‘60s, winning numerous
accolades all over the world before retiring
from competitive shooting at 23 to take up
motor racing. He founded Race Against
Dementia to raise money to fund research
into finding a cure for the disease. Dementia
affects over 50 million people across the
globe including Sir Jackie’s wife, Helen.
The event will be closed to the public and
will host 120 participants. It is organised by
the Scottish Clay Target Association. The
Challenge will be a Down the Line
competition — chosen by Sir Jackie as he
won the Scottish Championships twice in
this discipline. All skill levels are welcome as

shooters will comepete in their own class
and competition prizes include a Beretta
694 shotgun for the High Gun plus
additional prizes from Eley Hawk.
Rodrigo Crespo, managing director of
Eley said: “We are thrilled to support this
event in aid of Race Against Dementia.
Jackie Stewart and Eley Hawk have had a
relationship since Jackie’s clay shooting
careers’ inception and we are thrilled to
continue to work with him at this event.
To register, call 07776 256539.

Defra asks all shoots to join BGA

In a public imbursement of the
organisation, Defra minister Lord Benyon
has said ‘every single shooting interest’
should sign up to British Game
Assurance. This news came shortly after
a separate announcement by Aim to

the FSA Wild Game Guide can register as

an ‘Associate’ with them for free.

Associates are not audited but are

subject to a complaints procedure,

bringing all who participate into the
self-regulatory framework. They will
~_ still offer the only certified

Sustain, the coalition of shooting What

organisations, also stating that are your assurance scheme available to
all shoots supplying the public views on this? Get | the shooting sector for shoots
food chain through AGHESs intouch and let that wish to produce

should register for BGA us know! BGA-assured game to meet the
assurance. growing demand. The BGA say

Mindful that in a traditional sense
this may not be a financially viable option
for everyone, the BGA responded by
saying that all shoots that comply with
the Code of Good Shooting Practice and

WIN ASRDIGONSLIE

Find the creature hiding in this issue to win. To enter the Creature Finder competition, send us the page number, your name,

that the scheme will continue to be
honed as it progresses, and the
standards are currently undergoing

their most rigorous review and overhaul
to date.

telephone number and address by email to: ispy@sportingshooter.co.uk.

CLOSING DATE: 1 JULY. Unless you have chosen to receive other information, Archant Community Media Ltd will solely use
the data you provide for the purpose of running the competition, including contacting winners and the distribution of any prize.

CAN YOU FIND: MIKA MEERKAT?

Kindly supplied by UK Shootwarehouse, market leader in shooting equipment and accessories, their new shotgun slips are
made from 600D Cordura in Field Green, and are fully padded with a half zip and an adjustable end flap. The padded hand cany
,‘*,‘ strap & shoulder/back strap enables you to carry a gun fiat across your body in more comfort. Plus, there is a handy zipped side
pocket for ancilleries. The overall length of this slip is 134cm.
For more information on the full range of products stocked by UK Shootwarehouse go to: www.ukshootwarehouse.com
PLEASE DON'T SEND ENTRIES BY POST DUE TO OFFICE CLOSURES.

UKSHOOT

WAREHOUSE.COM

NSS attracts record
number of visitors

The Northern Shooting Show welcomed a record
21,323 visitors over the weekend of 7-8 May. Now under
new management, the two-day event has been running
since 2016 but this was the first year it was organised by
Stable Events.

Held at Yorkshire Exhibition Centre in Harrogate,
the popular event showcases shooting-related activities
such as shotguns, airsoft, archery, bushcraft, airguns and
target shooting. Plus, there was a dedicated area for
gundog demos and gamekeeper networking, as well as a
new Hunt & Hall Ladies’ Lounge. There were also
hundreds of exhibitors from all over the world offering
everything from country lifestyle to technical
shooting gear.

Show director James Gower added: “This event has
a very loyal following from both visitors and exhibitors.
The atmosphere was buoyant and buzzing all weekend
with traders reporting amazing footfall and sales. We will
build on this year's success to expand the offering for
visitors with even more features and exhibitors to
showcase British shooting sports and the countryside.
Watch this space!”
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PICTURE: TWEED MEDIA

CONGRATULATIONS:

ROSE DENNEHY who found ALICE
ASIAN PALM CIVET on p69 of the
May issue. See p88 for more
successful creature finders.

PICTURE: PRETTYZHIZHI / GETTY
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GUNDOG TRAINING // witH HowaRD KiRBY

Howard Kirby runs Lains Shooting School and Mullenscote Gundogs in Hampshire

COUNTING GROUSE

Each year, a team of dogs and counters take to the moors to make an assesment of the
grouse and help the estate plan for the season. Howard Kirby shares how the process works

We are privileged to live on an island that
supports a unique ecosystem and
environment that gives the UK its world-famous
grouse moors. Located primarily in the north of
England and in Scotland (although there are also
moors in Wales and Ireland), the grouse moors
and the red grouse that thrive on these vast and
unique habitats are considered a sporting and
wildlife Mecca that is a privilege to visit.

The red grouse is a fascinating bird and is every
bit as wild as the rugged and beautiful habitats
that it populates. For sure this is one of the many
reasons that captivates and draws people from all
over the world to be part of a phenomenon that
begins on the Glorious Twelfth. The twelfth of

The spring counts are a chance to give younger dogs
some experience ahead of the summer ones

GUNDOGS

FOR GENERATIONS

August is the beginning of the grouse shooting
season, of course, and is the culmination of years
of investment, management, conservation and
hard work by land managers and the keepers that
manage the moors. One small part of moor
management are the twice-yearly grouse counts
that are carried out.

Grouse counting

Grouse counts are done to establish an
understanding of an estate’s harvestable surplus.
The count also assists in understanding the size,
health and location of birds. This knowledge can
then be used to plan an estate’s shooting
programme.

CONSULT
HOWARD
01264 889467
howard@Iains
shootingschool.co.uk
www.mullenscote.

t4
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Most estates do two counts each year. Spring
counting is done in March and documents the
number of adult breeding stock, whilst the July
count will show how well the breeding season has
gone. Counters and their dogs carefully hunt,
point and flush the cock, hen and their brood of
chicks, carefully recording numbers and locations
for use by the keepers.

Counting is usually carried out using specially
trained pointing dogs, however, it can be done
with almost any breed of hunting dog and their
human assistants. For the purpose of this article
I'm going to focus on the use of the pointing
breeds.

The pointers
English, Gordon and red setters along with the
pointer (often referred to as an English pointer) are
the breeds chosen by the majority of the grouse
counting community. However, there are
also many counters that choose Hunt
Point Retrievers as their canine
grouse counting mates.
Fundamentally, it is the natural
pointing capabilities of these two
breed groups that ensures that
they are the ‘chosen ones’.
However there’s so much more to
these super predators than just their
ability to indicate and point game. Whilst
we’re on the subject, ask any pointer or setter
owner what it is that first drew them to the breed
and it’s highly likely that they’ll recount the first
time they saw a dog slam into point.
Whenever possible we demonstrate these dogs
at game fairs, polo matches, racecourses and any
venue that asks for a gundog demonstration (we

i did one in a town centre once!). Without fail even

people that aren’t that fussed about dogs will stop
and stare, mesmerised by the ‘on point’ dog.
The pointers, setters and the majority of HPR
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breeds are bred from generations of air-scenting
dogs, whose chosen hunting style is to quarter
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their best o hunt their dogs nto  head wind. there on the scale of successful partnerships
If you study the physical characteristics of

these breeds, they are a bit like a greyhound fitted

with the head and scenting capabilities of a

hound. As | mentioned earlier, a ‘High Speed

Super Predator’.

The counting team

Grouse counters, and by that | mean the humans,
generally work as a team. These teams of people
come from all over the UK and Europe. Hotels,
cottages and camping pitches are seasonally
snapped up and occupied by the teams. For
most, this is an opportunity that is too good

to miss.

Several handlers, often with multiple dogs, take
it in turn to work a specific area of a moor. The
dogs locate, point and flush the grouse. A record
is kept of where and how many birds are found.
The counting team are careful to ensure that they
cover the same area that they covered on
previous counts.
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GUNDOG TRAINING // wrr+ Howaro KirsY_

The wonderful
. photographs that accompany
g g : this article were taken by one of my
el Very good friends, Linda Westron, who
was kind enough to give myself and
my dogs an introduction to a grouse
counting team — for which | am
eternally grateful!

The dogs
As | mentioned earlier,
these breeds are
hard-wired to point or sett
when they come in contact
with bird scent. It is truly
incredible to watch eight-week-old

puppies form themselves into mini pointing dogs,
the very first time they encounter a bird. Nobody
showed them, they haven’t watched a video, it
just happens. It’s really important that you acquire
your puppy from really good working lines. These
lines go back for many generations. This in-built

desire to point has been cultivated through careful

breeding and selection.

So you've bought a puppy that runs like the
wind, takes all of its hunting information from the
air and will, if exposed in the right way, learn to
point and manage its game. All you need to do
now is teach them to come, drop and STOP. Do
not underestimate the skill, time and effort
required to teach a dog that is running with the
pace and power of a greyhound, to drop to shot,
flush or the whistle. As with all dog sport, the top
pointer and setter boys and girls continually
appear with dogs that do this. If you're thinking,

‘ohhh | might like to train a pointer’, here’s a health

warning, it takes enormous amounts of
experience, knowledge and skill to fit brakes and
steering to a Ferrari... you have been warned!
During the spring counts, the grouse are
over-wintered adult birds that are wild and wily.
They have avoided the Guns, predators and
survived all that the harsh climate and the
moorland winter throws at them. They are now
thinking about breeding; cocks and hens form
pairs or trios. They are perfectly capable of
avoiding being caught by an over-enthusiastic
dog. Experienced handlers use the spring count
to introduce young dogs that have had all of the
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‘controls’ fitted. This then gives dogs
the experience they will need to be
able to work on the summer count.

The summer count needs experience
and obedience. With young grouse all
tucked into the heather in family units (called
broods), these young birds are vulnerable to a
predatory dog. When a dog comes onto point and
is then asked to flush, it is essential that the dog
drops immediately that the bird lifts. These
youngsters sit tight until the very last moment.
Each member of the brood will need to be

A chance to work your dog on a grouse-counting
day is one not to be missed

“These formidable dogs really are
‘high speed super predators’

carefully and gently, ‘cleared out’. Watching an
experienced dog ‘clear out’ is something that any
dog trainer can only be impressed by. The level of
self control required from the dog and the
obedience and teamwork with the handler is right
up there on the scale of successful partnerships.

This article is nothing more than an overview of
grouse counting, and the amazing dogs that
perform these counts. | hope it will go some way
to explaining why the pointer, setter and HPR
people in your life will move hell and high water to
ensure they are there! ll
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PART GUN RESTORATION // wih pHiL siDDELL _
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In the final part of this series, Phil Siddell works on refinishing the barrels of his AYA #4
project gun and gets to enjoy the fruits of his labour with a little rough shooting

W orking with wood can be a dusty business,
but overall, it's a fairly clean pursuit. A shed
floor covered in fresh shavings or a piece of
walnut glistening under a fresh coat of oil are quite
pleasing to the eye, and indeed the nose. Working
with steel, however, is not always so pleasant. As
a custom knife maker, | am well accustomed to
the general grunge that settles in one’s nostrils
and the swarf that is so adept at lacerating and
irritating the skin that comes along with
metalwork. But the grime associated with barrel
work wasn’t the only reason for my trepidation
over refinishing the tubes on my AYA. | was also
perturbed at the near alchemy incumbent in
blacking, browning and blueing gun barrels. I'd
read The Craft of the Gunsmith (by G.W Spearing)
as a primer, and The Art of Gunsmithing
- The Shotgun (by Lewis Potter) for
more in-depth information on barrel
work, and came away genuinely
concerned about the potential for
becoming the source of a “serious

Look out for the
Sporter Shooter guide
to buying secondhand
guns at aucion in next

chemical incident”. | asked around for advice

too, but could never quite get a consensus on
how to proceed. | have experience of using strong
acid to etch Damascus steel blades, but even that
is straightforward in comparison with the task |
was facing.

The main hurdle | encountered came from the
fact that there isn’t just one way to finish the
exterior surfaces of shotgun barrels. All the
procedures have the same purpose, to form a
slender, benign layer of controlled corrosion to
inhibit future rusting of the steel, but all of them
differ in methodology, final appearance and
efficacy. Furthermore, all these approaches seem
to have been devised centuries ago and look
outwardly to have more to do with witchcraft than

metallurgy. The barrels on my #4 had been
blacked at manufacture, probably by
the ‘express blacking’ method. The
finish was thick in all areas except
those that have been most
frequently handled; where it had a

month’s issue!

What was once a tatty and unloved side-by-side
has become a serviceahle and attractive shotgun
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smudged appearance. While the blacking was
serviceable, it had been laid over a very poorly
prepared surface with finishing marks of at least
80 grit still present. To refinish my barrels by the
same method, | would need to buy or build a
stainless steel tank that could be heated to a
suitable temperature as well as be able to dispose
of two tanks worth of waste water and chemicals.
The ‘express blacking” method also relies on
fastidious degreasing of the tubes in a way that |
suspect is out of reach of someone working out of
ashed.

The next option | considered was browning,
which can be done with very little equipment.
Browned barrels are most commonly seen on
tubes made from Damascus steel and on other
older types of firearm. | think a browned barrel has
a charm of its own and the tones that can be
achieved are certainly richer and subtler than
those offered by blacking. However, | decided
against browning for two reasons. Firstly, the
process of corrosion can be difficult to control and




X
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river to make it a
proper fit for the gun pins

secondly, the vintage of my AYA just didn’t
warrant it.

Eventually, | settled on cold bluing, using
Phillip’s Professional Cold Blue; it seemed
appropriate given the name! While cold blue is
intended for small parts such as trigger guards
and pins, it can be used on larger items too. |
knew it wouldn’t give me the heavy block colour
of ‘express blacking’, but | reasoned it would
prevent corrosion and be easy enough to remove
if | ever opted to have someone else black the
barrels at a later date. All | needed was a plastic

tank, some emery paper and lots of elbow grease.

Before | could begin to rub down the barrels, |
needed to remove any parts | didn’t intend to
blue: in this case, the ejectors and the sight bead.
| suspect that many a gun pin (‘pin’ is the correct
term for a screw when used in gun making) has
been ruined by the use of a carpenter’s
screwdriver. With this in mind, it was necessary to
adapt or make a suitable tool to back out the pin
holding in the ejectors. To this end | bought a
reasonably priced screwdriver and ‘hollow
ground’ the blade to fit tightly in the pin head in
question. With the parts stripped, | began to sand
away the blacking, working my way from 240 grit
all the way to 500 grit. | was obliged to make
several sanding blocks of diverse shapes and
sizes to get into all the nooks and crannies;
needless to say, the work was dirty and tiring!

In preparation for the actual bluing process, |
degreased the barrels several times very
thoroughly with methylated spirit and clean
kitchen towel before stopping up the breech and
muzzle ends with rubber walking stick ferrules

B
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Although a little unconventional, cold bluing offered a
good balance of ease, rust protection and aesthetic appeal

and all the smaller holes with Blu Tack. | filled a
clean and degreased brand-new plastic plant
trough with the diluted bluing fluid and submerged
the barrels for just five minutes as directed.

After removing the barrels from the bluing fluid,
it was simply a case of rinsing thoroughly with
fresh water and spraying liberally with WD40,
before rubbing thin coats of gun oil into the
surface a couple of times a day over the next few
days. Note: with chemicals such as this it’s worth
thinking about how you can responsibly store or
dispose of them ahead of time.

At first glance, | have to admit that | was allittle

disappointed with the results. The steel looked
grey rather than blue or black. However, as the
days went by and | kept going with the oiling
process, the barrels seemed to get darker and
develop a richer tone. By the time | reassembled
the gun for the first time, | was really quite pleased
with the overall finish. The bluing went well with
the recently refinished stock and had a bit more
depth and character than the old grungy blacking.
After a thorough clean of the exposed metal work
and a touch of grease here and there | realised,
not without a some excitement, that my AYA #4
was ready to earn its keep.

barrels were taken from 240 grit to

it after the blacking was removed ~

d this finish is a huge improvement
-
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GUN RESTORATION // with pHiL siDDELL _

The lightweight, pointable nature of the AYA was
perfect for Phil’s Boxing Day rough shoot

.,

P

The gun gets some action!

I now faced a new dilemma. My heart told me to
take the gun rough shooting for its first outing, but
my head strongly advised me to try it on clays
first. As luck would have it, a typically busy
pre-Christmas work schedule decided the matter
for me and | ran out of time to visit my local clay
ground before setting off to visit family (and some
excellent rough shooting ground!) for the holiday
period. It’s become a bit of a tradition now to have
a Boxing Day roost shoot (often just with airguns)
on a piece of rough ground belonging to my
parents that we all refer to as The Swamp. Though
small and unkempt, The Swamp is home to a
wide variety of game including the occasional
woodcock and even a handful of ducks; perfect
for those who love a mixed bag!

The trick with this location is to tuck oneself
into a natural hide amongst the alder and ivy and
to always observe the rule of holding fire until
more than one target presents itself. The action
begins in the last 30 minutes or so of light when
one steps out of cover to begin a flight. The sport
is always close and fast, and is greatly
complicated by the extreme density of the
undergrowth. This year, between two Guns, we
managed to accrue two pigeons, a brace of
pheasants and two grey squirrels (a favourite table
fare of mine) all in the space of less than an hour. |
found the short 28" barrels of my AYA well suited
to the task and managed to only forget and pull
the front trigger twice on one occasion...

As a hunter, | find that | never really bond with a
gun (of any kind) until I've had my first successful
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hunt with it; all the target practice in the world
seems to have little influence on the connection |
feel. However, things have played out differently in
this instance. Before | ever put a cartridge
anywhere near the chambers of my #4 a bond had
already begun to form. Even if | hadn’t had as
much success on that first foray with it, | suspect
the same glow of affection | felt for my first double
barrel would still have been present as | cleaned
and dried it post shoot. | can forgive it the wallop
it delivers when | pull the trigger. I'm not offended
by the large knot in the butt that the stocker didn’t
select out when building the gun. And
perfectionist though | am, | don’t even mind that
the chequering on the hand was laid out slightly
asymmetrically. | think too that the gun has
proved forgiving of my meagre abilities. In short, |
believe that the gun and | have come to
understand and appreciate one another.

With little more work of any consequence to do
to my AYA #4, a question arises over where to go
from here. | would dearly like to get my teeth into
repairing some lock work, perhaps even making a
spring from scratch. | would also have liked to
have been capable of engraving the initial shield
on this gun but after some early attempts with a
handmade graver | can see that | am many, many
practice plates away from that!

The gun is now both serviceable and a pleasure
to use, but the pitting in the left barrel makes it
less appealing as a candidate for steel shot;
although there is nothing preventing me from
putting softer lead alternatives through it. In
theory, the gun is now safer from the scrap pile

than it was, whether its future lies with me or
someone else. Perhaps | have learned what | can
from this gun and it's time now for an even greater
challenge. The question is: is there room in my
heart yet for the next project?

Phil looks very pleased with the fruits of his labour!
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DOG WORK // with THE ROUGH ROVERS _

WORKING TERRIERS
IN THE FIELD

The idea of taking his terriers on a shoot day was very daunting at first,
but Phil Moorsom has proved that they can make excellent dogs to shoot over

W hen we started the Rough Rovers, the
simple idea was to find small walked-up
days that were affordable and fun. Many of our
original members were looking for a simple day in
good company and even in the early days a huge
part of the appeal of our days were that Guns
could bring along their dogs — no matter how
badly trained they were. We were all in the same
boat and there was no real judgment passed
when things did not go according to plan. There
were many days when a team member would
spend half a morning looking for their enthusiastic
dog, swearing that they would never bring him or
her out again. It is difficult, but not impossible, for
an errant dog to do much damage on a small day.
A wild canine often provides some entertainment
and a good anecdote that can be recycled
repeatedly by your friends in the future.
Over the years, more and more of
our members have appreciated the

FLUSH AND
RETRIEVE WORK

pleasure and satisfaction that can be had from
working your own dog out in the field. For many,
the dog has become the focus of the day with the
actual shooting taking a back seat. As the cost of
shooting is set to soar, | think we all have to look
at just how we can get maximum enjoyment on
our days out and including a canine companion
certainly adds a new dimension.

| know | should really have a ‘proper’ shooting
dog such as a Labrador, spaniel or pointer, but
I’'m a terrier man and | can’t help it. They are
fantastic all-round working dogs but are wilful,
unruly and defiant and generally quite hard
mouthed. However, they are loyal, brave,
intelligent and full of character.

| was always anxious about releasing any one

of my terriers on a Rough Rovers day for

fear of embarrassment or potentially

ruining the day for the rest of the

team shooting. It was not until we

Phil’s terrier, Fig, has
proved his worth on the
game field many times

over the years!
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went shooting walked-up partridge on some dog
training days in Worcestershire that | was given
the confidence to risk the terriers out on a day.
Our team of four or five Guns would shoot
alongside a team of dogs, of dramatically different
abilities, whose owners were keen to enter them
in various Trials across the country and needed
the practice. It was after one of these days that |
sat down with the trainer and asked for her
thoughts on introducing my terriers to the world of
shooting. Her answer was very simple which was
that pretty much any dog can be trained to flush
and retrieve game but obviously certain breeds
have more natural abilities, especially if their
pedigree is added to the mix.

Now | knew there was no issue with the terriers
finding game and flushing it. The main problems
would be keeping them close enough to shoot
over, them not running off into the distance finding
every partridge or pheasant in the immediate




vicinity, and finally when retrieving a shot bird to
bring it back in one piece.

The first terrier | dared to take out in the field
was Fig. She’s still going now at 11 years old
which is no age for a terrier at all. She is slightly
less enthusiastic than she was in her younger
days, and tends to focus on the retrieving part of a
day, leaving the foraging and flushing to the next
generation. She has always been great with recall
and there has only been one occasion in her
whole career when she was stricken with a
sudden bout of deafness and caused havoc -
ironically on a day hosted by the same dog trainer
who had encouraged me to bring her along.

As | was running the Rough Rovers, it was easy
to take Fig along to the majority of our days, and
to begin with she spent most of the day on the
lead watching the other dogs work. Over time she
got calmer watching the birds being shot and
retrieved and | gradually started to let her off the
lead and she showed a remarkable affinity for
marking birds and bringing them back almost to
hand in one piece. Given the number of days that |
go out on, she got a lot of practice and became
steady and reliable bringing all sizes of game to
hand, including a cormorant once (shot under
licence of course).

This gave me added confidence to gradually
introduce the other two terriers, Buster and
Nugget to the field. They didn’t initially show the
same aptitude as Fig but in time excelled in their
own way and have provided some of my most
memorable and cherished memories whilst
out shooting. My favourite was shooting a
left-and-right grey partridge on a proper
walked-up day in Gloucestershire. Bringing one
down in front and one behind, the dogs split and
brought one back each, to hand, and in one piece.
There have been countless other moments of
triumph over the years and | still get a huge kick
seeing the astounded looks on the faces of some
of the Guns (and pickers-up) when the terriers are
out in the field.

Sadly, we lost Buster last year, but | now
have two more terriers waiting in the wings,
Nelson and Goose, who are already showing
positive signs of natural abilities and | cannot wait
to get them started although it will probably not be
until the end of the season. The main point | want
to get across is that it can seem a bit daunting
introducing a dog to your shoot days. It can
involve a lot of hard work and perseverance if you
are training it yourself but there are plenty of
excellent trainers out there to give you a hand
and you will get advice a plenty from fellow
gundog owners.

It is hard to convey the pleasure and pride
one can achieve from shooting over your own
dogs, but for me it is the perfect way to spend a
day in the field no matter how many birds one
shoots. A simple flush, shoot and retrieve can
make a fantastic memory for a day, a season or
even a lifetime. M
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Bnngmg home the dough

Looking for some new ideas for the summer? This Middle Eastern-inspired venison dish
from Chris Marney is packed full of flavour and is the perfect dish for sharing with friends

A s we have always said, game presents great
opportunities to try out some new recipes,
especially when you are looking to add some
spices such as in this month’s Middle Eastern-
inspired dish. To balance this, we have used the
super fresh tastes of pomegranate and tzatziki.
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In the GFA kitchen, we are lucky enough
to have an outdoor pizza oven at our disposal,
but this dish works just as well when baked in
the oven on a pizza stone or even just on a
baking tray.

With the season ahead looking a little uncertain

4

due to the avian flu issues, we have to ensure we
make the most of all the great game meat we
have. With the BBQ being fired up, the summer is
always a great time to get game on the table, and
| am sure over the coming months we will get
some new recipe ideas.

And don’t forget we will be doing a
demonstration at the Game Fair which this year
will be held at Ragley Hall on 29-31 July! Please
look at our website or follow us on Instagram for
further details.

‘To balance the spices in
this Middle Eastern-
inspired dish, we have
used the super fresh
tastes of pomegranate
and tzatziki’



VENISON FLATBREADS

Serves 4

INGREDIENTS

VENISON MINCE

+ 5009 venison mince

4+ 1 tbsp olive oil

4 20g unsalted butter

+ 1 large onion, finely chopped
+ 4 garlic cloves, crushed

4 1 tsp chilli flakes

4 2 tsp ground cumin

+ 2 tsp ground coriander

+ 1 tsp sweet smoked paprika
4 4 tbsp tomato puree

4 400g (can) chopped tomatoes
4 4 tbsp pomegranate molasses

DOUGH

4 14g dried yeast

4 500ml warm water

4 800g strong bread flour
+ 2 tsp salt

4+ Y2 tbsp olive oil

TZATZIKI

4 3509 Greek yoghurt
+ 1 cucumber

4+ Handful of mint, finely chopped
4 2 garlic cloves, crushed

4 2 tbsp lemon juice

BAKING

4 2 tbsp fine semolina

4 2 small red onions, finely sliced
4 75g pine nuts

4 200g crumbled feta

SERVING

4 Handful of parsley, finely chopped
4 50g pomegranate seeds

+ Pomegranate molasses

METHOD

CONTACT

If you would like to talk to Mark
and Chris about catering for an
event you are planning, you can
contact them via their website,
www.gameforanything.co.uk, where
you will find more details about
what services they
can offer.

VENISON MINCE

1. In alarge frying pan, heat the olive oil, butter,
onions and garlic with a splash of water, put the
lid on and gently simmer for 10-15 minutes until
cooked.

2. Add the venison mince and fry until nicely
browned.

3. Add all the other ingredients and stir to
combine.

4. Simmer for about 20 minutes until most of the

moisture is removed.
5. Set to one side and allow to cool completely.

DOUGH
1. Place the yeast into a bowl with the warm
water, mix together, then leave for 10 minutes.

2. Place all the flour and salt into a bowl and pour
in the water and yeast mix.

3. Mix by hand then turn out onto the work
surface and knead for 10 minutes until the dough
is smooth.

4. Put the olive oil into a large bowl and place the
dough in.

5. Cover with clingfilm and allow to prove for 2-3
hours (or until doubled in size).

Recipe cards

Some of the recipes
featured in this
column over the past
few months now form
part of a new range of
recipe cards that
Game for Anything is
offering to shoots.

If you'd like some GFA cards to hand out to the
Guns at your shoot, or if you'd just like to find out
more, please contact one of the guys at GFA:
Chris Marney: chris@gameforanything.co.uk
Mark Robson: mark@gameforanything.co.uk

TZATZIKI

1. Peel and deseed the cucumber, then grate.
Place this into a clean tea towel and squeeze to
remove the excess water.

2. Place all the ingredients into a bowl and
combine.

BAKING

1. Heat the oven to 220°C.

2. Once the dough has doubled in size,
sprinkle the semolina onto the
worktop.

3. Empty the dough out onto the

worktop and divide into four.

4. Using a rolling pin, form your
flat breads.

5. Divide out the mince, red
onions, feta and pine nuts between
the four doughs.

6. Place into the oven for 10-15
minutes unto the edges are golden.

SERVING

Remove the flatbread from the oven, sprinkle over
some parsley and pomegranate seeds, then
drizzle over a good helping of pomegranate
molasses and tzatziki. ¥
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WITH DEAN HARRISON

Smallholding success

Deano is called in when a rogue fox goes on the rampage among the ducks, chickens and
geese of a new neighbour. Can he rise to the challenge?

Last year, | was told that the people that had
recently moved into a very nice property that
sits on about 35 acres in the middle of my
permission were having problems with foxes. The
area is a haven for foxes, with three miles of water
meadows, thickets of thorn, willows and little
spinneys along the edge of the village. | shoot
loads of foxes each year coming from this rough
area onto the farm, so it was no surprise to hear
the family had lost some chickens and ducks.
Their phone number was passed on to me, so |
gave them a ring and arranged to go down and
have a look.

‘The lady told me she
had walked down to feed
her assortment of
livestock one morning,
only to be greeted by a
fox killing the chickens’
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Upon meeting the lady of house, she showed
me where the damage was being done. The
chickens were completely free-range with the
whole paddock to wander around in. She pointed
out that various hen houses had automatic doors
fitted, which is fine, but with the paddock
surrounded by cover, a fox could easily get in
there and launch an attack at any time of the day.
There is even more risk from spring time onwards
when there are cubs to feed. The lady told me she
had walked down to feed her assortment of
livestock one morning, only to be greeted by a fox
killing the chickens she had only just replaced
from the last attack.

The first piece of advice | gave her was to build
a big fox-proof pen and put an electric fence
around it. It's a shame as it won’t look very
pleasing to the eye, but it will keep the chickens
safe in the long term. | explained that | would be
able to sort out the problem fox or foxes for now,
but she would always have issues if she didn’t
take appropriate steps to protect them.

Long story short, after shooting a dog,

a vixen and three big cubs in that area

It worked out well for me to have access to that
ground too, as it’s right next to what is really our
only proper pheasant drive. Being able to help out
meant the family in question embraced the shoot,
which was perfect because no doubt at some
point during the season we would need to pick up
shot game on their ground!

Spring into action

| didn’t hear anything more from the family until
this April, when first thing one morning my phone
pinged with a message: ‘Deano, we need your
help again. A fox is killing our geese’.

| told the lady | would pop over in an hour if she
was free. While | waited for her, | noticed they now
had their chickens in a netted enclosure with an
electric fence around them which meant they’d
taken my earlier advice.

When the lady arrived, we walked over to
where the geese were kept and she told me the
fox had come the last two nights, killing a goose
each time. | couldn’t understand why it had eaten
its fill and left the rest of the carcass rather

than carrying it away. | was still

(two on their bit and the rest coming THEEFE%I(I)\II?NG weighing up the possibility that the
onto the field) the trouble stopped. culprit might not even be a fox
. Attacks on poultry are
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when | spotted some feathers sticking out of the
ground. | pulled at them, only for a full goose wing
to come up in my hand. That was the work
of a fox, for sure. | told the lady | would
return that night and see if | could get
it. She couldn’t believe the fox

would take the geese on with

them being so aggressive. But as |
told her, foxes are top predators

and a goose is nothing to them!

| felt I should get there early, as
like | said the fox would most likely
be nearby and not have far to travel.
Now, this was an awkward place to sit and
wait as the fox could come out from quite a
few different directions, and there were very
few places that | could actually get a safe
shot. It probably wouldn’t even be possible to
shoot without getting on the back of my truck to
give me that extra bit of height.

In the end, where | set myself up overlooking
where the fox had left the goose and where it had
buried the wing turned out to be perfect. | could
only position myself about 80 yards away, which
is a bit closer than I'd like but you have to work
with what you have.

The evening was full of entertainment. Being
near the little chalk stream that runs beside the
property, | was treated to a good 30 minutes of a
song thrush singing its head off. It was just
starting to get dark and | was scanning all around
me, when | suddenly spotted the fox to my right
- and just behind me too, at a mere 30 yards
away. | didn’t have a shot and daren’t even
breath! | needed the fox to go right around me so |
could get a safe shot, but he must have already
had my scent as he quickly disappeared back into
the cover. Had | been out on the farm, | probably
would have given up on him. But | figured this one

SCTV

Head over to our
new YouTube channel,
Shooting & Country TV to find
all your favourite shooting content
brought to life on screen.
hit.ly/2XkNvTW

might be used to seeing humans and catching
their scent, so | stayed put and waited.

Three hours later, after thinking many times that
this was just not going to happen tonight, there he
was, suddenly darting through the geese from my
right. This time, however, he was in a safe place
for a shot.

| slipped behind the rifle and checked again
through the spotter to line him up, only to see him
going under the fence. He hammered his way
through the paddock, and not for the first time |
wondered if he knew | was there. The geese were
going mental, and | kept looking at the patch of
cover he had disappeared into until a few minutes
later | saw movement through the thermal spotter.

Out he came again, only to go straight back in.

FOXING

’*;—_nespit‘e their aggressivéfj;atui;e; the gé:ese :
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Deano was treated to the sounds of birdsong
while he patiently waited

My stress levels were rising as | really wanted to
get this one tonight. The fox was so skittish | was
thinking my chance had gone, but again it pushed
under the fence. This time, the rifle was lined up
perfectly and | quickly found it in my scope.

He started to turn, so | fired and heard the
bullet strike, then saw him leap up in the air and
dash back into the cover. Even so, | knew the shot
was good. | walked over with my thermal spotter,
and there he was just inside the cover. The shot
was a little low, but he had only dashed about 10
yards. It was a big dog fox but obviously not with
a vixen, as there has been no more trouble on the
farm since that night.

| have had easier foxes than this one, but that’s
what keeps it exciting for me! Il
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WITH RUPERT BUTLER

Last flight on the Solway shore

Rupert Butler casts his back to a wet morning spent wildfowling amid the stark beauty of a
Scottish estuary — accompanied, as ever in those days, by his ever-vigilant springer, Otto

Az you probably know from previous
cribblings, | spent some time rambling

around the shores of the Scottish Solway in the
hope that some wildfow| might present an
opportunity. It took me a good few months to
predict with any accuracy when and where such
an opportunity may arise. But, if the truth were to
be known, it was never about how many
opportunities presented themselves on a given
flight. Just being on the foreshore as dusk turns to
dawn and the whole estuary awakens in front of
your eyes was reward enough. | could sit amongst
the reeds for hours on end watching wildfowl and
waders drift to and fro, often hundred of yards
distant. One cannot be disappointed returning
empty handed after experiencing such a
performance from the migrating masses. Every
now and then everything will fall into place,
probably more by luck than judgement, and some
birds will be yours.

Sometimes | travelled further afield, to areas
frequented by several fowlers, but if | am being
honest | preferred the smaller bays where | was
alone to watch the theatre unfold. Otto was my
companion in those days, a black and white

24  www.sportingshooter.co.uk

springer of excellent lineage who was a wee bit on
the unruly side to say the least, often chasing
birds that were not even on the menu. | blame
myself, a lack of training in his early days being
the root of the problem. That said, he loved the
foreshore as much as | did and the minute he
would hear a floorboard creak during the wee
hours he would hop down from his corner of the
sofa to excitedly wait by the back door.

The week before | left to reclocate down south,
the weather gods decided to shine. Whilst
watching the forecast that Sunday evening, |
noticed a large depression was making its was
down from the north, and coupled with some early
tides, | decided that conditions would be ideal.
That very Wednesday would be my last flight on
this lovely foreshore.

Dawn chorus
On the day in question, sleep was at a premium
because | wanted to take full advantage of
the opportunity. | jumped from my bed

an hour earlier that normal, taking

even the ever-vigilant Otto by

surprise. The short drive to a local

Do you have a
shooting story to
share with us?
Head to page 30 for
details of how to get

in touch!

bay was tinged with sadness, for although a gale
was starting to blow, | wondered if | would ever
get the opportunity to return. A rabbit ran across
the road in front of me and | had to stop Otto from
squeezing out of the partially-opened window and
giving chase.

Dawn was still an hour away as we positioned
ourselves amongst the reeds, a strengthening
wind starting to gust all around. A wigeon whistled
somewhere far out to sea as | poured coffee from
my flask. Otto heard it too, as his ears cocked
ever so slightly whilst glancing in my direction, just
to make sure that | wasn'’t raising my gun to
intercept. | crouched lower and lower, trying to
hide myself from the elements, with sleet now
starting to fall apace.

For the next half an hour, | just sat and listened
to the awakening foreshore, taking in the sounds
and smells that abounded all around. A lone
curlew called from high above, its haunting tones
amplified even more by the prevailing

conditions. | took my gun from its sleeve
for | could now begin to catch the
outline of some nearby trees. As if
by coincidence, some duck rushed




The Solway Firth offers fantastic
wildfowling opportunities

past but as yet | couldn’t see them, the noise of
their pinions alone betraying their presence. Otto
chased after some osytercatchers that landed on
the mud in front before returning, tongue hanging
out, some minutes later. | used to berate him for
little acts of indulgence such as this, but know it
was of little use.

A gale was now blowing, but thankfully the
sleet had stopped and as dawn started to streak
across the eastern sky, a multitude of birds took
flight to escape an angry sea. Several packs of
wigeon passed inland to my right, too far out to
offer a shot, but as | watched them, a party of teal
scurried past. | toyed with the idea of moving, but
knew from previous experiences that it’s best to
stay put. Next, a multitude of waders swept past,
attempting to escape the ever-worsening
conditions and find solace on some calmer
inland waters.

A high mallard offered a chance as it briefly
passes overhead, but | was woefully behind as it
traveled inland, seemingly oblivious to my
presence. Three pinkfeet were next to run the
gauntlet, but mysteriously, right at the last

‘For the next hour,
wigeon and mallard pour
inland, most of which are

too high to offer a shot,
but | do manage a couple
that drop down’

second, veered off to follow the coast. | was just
about to blame Otto when | spied a local farmer
wandering about in the field behind. Perhaps he
heard my shots and was coming to investigate.

My luck took a change for the better when |
managed to bring down a pair of wigeon that
attempted to land in the rising tide in front. After
bringing the first bird back with little fuss, much to
my annoyance Otto decided to parade around
with the second, mainly because there were now
several packs of wigeon on the wing.

For the next hour, wigeon and mallard poured
inland, most of which were too high to offer a shot
but I did manage a couple of drake mallard that,

Rupert downs a pair of wigeon that
attempt to land in front

IRELAND

having seen my decoys, droped down to
investigate further. Just as | was about to call it a
day, | heard some greylags honking way out to my
right as they battled their way laboriously down
the coast to where | waited.

Just when | thought they were going to pass
out of range, they swung straight over me offering
the simplest of shots. Or so | thought. As | rose to
intercept, | realise that | haven’t reloaded and they
went on their way blissfully unaware of any
impending danger.

| will always have fond memories of my time
here, and hopefully some day I will return to watch
the migrating masses. Ml

PICTURE: DENJA1 / GETTY
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Facebook: www.facebook.com/thesurvivalschool
Twitter: @survivalcourses

WITH JONNY CROCKETT

How to craft a tree trunk bench

Last time, Jonny Crockett showed us how to make a stool. This month, he is going a step
further and showing us how to make a bench for your garden or DIY shoot!

aking a bench to acompany your stool only

takes a few minutes to make and requires
very few tools. In this case, all you need is a saw,
an axe and a couple of metres of bailer twine or
Paracord. You can probably count on one hand
the number of shoots that don’t have a supply of
bailer twine.

First, you'll need to cut through a thick branch
or trunk to make a 5-6ft beam. It is preferable to
use a source that has already fallen, so I'm using a
silver birch that was a victim of Storm Eunice E).

o
by o
y i . e

YOu
WILL NEED:

This should last for a few years before rotting. The
main part of the tree will be used for other
purposes, but up near the top there is a section
which is straight and between 8" and 12" thick.
Trim any side branches to provide a clean area to
work with. You'll need to remove these anyway,
and they’ll be used later in the process.
Remember the old adage of keeping a long
stick as long as you can, for as long as you can. In
this case, I've kept the bit of wood | want attached
to the trunk as it provides its own saw horse that

;'%
T 7

Saw, axe, bailer twine
or Paracord, 5-6ft tree

trunk, six 2ft-long

straight sticks
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way! Now, with your saw, make a series of cuts
that go through from the top of the trunk to
halfway through B3. You'll need to keep checking
that you haven’t gone through too far, or not far
enough. Get them as equal as possible. These will
be your stop cuts, and will stop your axe from
getting caught in the grain and giving you a
lopsided bench.

It is now time to cut the beam from the tree.
Start with cutting underneath at the thinner end,
and get about halfway up. Then cut from the top



to meet the undercut. This will prevent the whole
beam from splitting E). Now do the same at the
thicker end.

The axe is your next tool. Pick up one end of
the wooden beam and place it on the shoulder
opposite to the side you hold your axe in. Now
start to chop along the length of the beam until
you have removed half of the thickness @. This
will be the seat.

Aleg up

We now have to make the legs. This is the easy
bit. You'll need to make six straight sticks B,
each about 2ft long and at least 1" thick. Make
sure that they are strong and not rotten and try to
find the straightest you can. If possible, perhaps
you can make them from the side branches
you've just cut off from the trunk.

Separate them into two batches of three, then
place each batch parallel on the ground. Now,
using bailer twine or paracord, you need to tie a
loop around the first stick about halfway along
and then weave the cord in and out and round the
other end stick and back again @. 'm using about
a metre of cord for each batch of three sticks. Tie
off the ends securely.

Now, open the sticks up so that you have two
tripods . Place the seat on top of them and
voila, you have a sturdy bench that you can leave
at the end of each drive B. After all, none of us
are getting any younger! Il

“Voila! You have a
sturdy bench that you
can leave at the end of

each drive. After all,
none of us are getting
any younger!’

CROCKETT'S COUNTRY
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Send your questions to news@sportingsiiu. ... .co0.uk for a chance to win this fabulous Eley cap

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

WELEY

THE PERFECT CHOICE

Every day in the woods?

G Should we be spending every day in the

and its creatures time alone. Likewise with
shooting, there are some occasions when we
should just let the animals have a day off. Game
birds and wildfowl have an enforced time out
because of shooting seasons, certain days like
Christmas, and the one hour before sunrise and
one hour after sunset, but rabbits and vermin
don’t. To maintain a healthy balance, perhaps
we should think about giving the environment
some time to recover. When you’re shooting
rats or rabbits, you are also disturbing the other
local inhabitants.

woods or shooting every day?

TONY JACKSON

2| RURAL AFFAIRS
A lifelong sporting journalist
and countryman, Tony
picks-up, stalks and shoots

s DON BRUNT
.| CLAY SHOOTING
Don is a keen clay shooter
and follows the country’s
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regularly is not my home, but it is home
to roe deer, badgers, foxes, rabbits, squirrels,
and many smaller mammals. I've learned to live
alongside them, and to a large extent they’ve
learned to live alongside me. But like in all
relationships, everyone needs some quiet
‘down’ time so | deliberately give the woodland

Q JONNY CROCKETT replies: This is all a

ANDY GROW
PIGEONS
Crowman has forgotten
+»| more about pigeons than
| most of us will ever know

DEAN HARRISON
FOXING
| Deano is a lifelong fox
' shooter and keen
countryman

JONNY CROCKETT
COUNTRYSIDE

Jonny teaches survival

courses and other

backwoods skills L

WILL EDWARDS Hakag hIStory

| SHOOTING
Willis an
APSI-qualified | am extremely interested in the history and
background of hawking, and wonder if you
have any information of a time when

e e e |
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shooting coach

Is there a question
you want resolved?

TOM ESLER

LEGAL MATTERS

Tom is a partner at mfg
Solicitors, providing
services for rural sectors

MARK RIPLEY
SHOOTING
Avid foxer and rough

| shooter, Mark is currently
«| sitting in as guest editor

SEND YOUR QUESTIONS TO:
news@sportingshooter.co.uk
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different ranks of owners and stations of life
carried different species of hawks and falcons?

TONY JACKSON replies: An emperor

carried an eagle, a gyrfalcon for a king, an

earl had a peregrine, a merlin for a lady, a
goshawk for a yeoman, a sparrowhawk for a
priest and a kestrel for a servant or knave. Among
the birds usually hunted by hawks were partridges
by goshawks and larks by a merlin. Long-winged
hawks or falcons, including peregrine, merlin, and
hobby, were reserved for only those of high
estate, while those considered of a lower class
had short-winged hawks such as kestrels,
sparrowhawks and goshawks.

One of the earliest books on hawking which
you might find of great interest is the Book of
Saint Albans, a compilation of essays first
published in 1486. It gives precise instructions
and a great variety of terms given for the
movements and habits of the birds... for example,
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a hawk is never said to be ‘ill’ but to have
‘ungladness’. | have a selected glossary running
to over 100 terms which were used in medieval
times, and a few are still used in falconry today.
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|s a pump-action suitable for pigeons?

| am a female shooter and | have been that | have a sound-moderated .410 pump, understand what chokes will work best for you
given a .410 pump-action. Is this suitable which | use when shooting in those more and keeping your shooting to sensible ranges until
for pigeon shooting or do | need a 12-bore noise-sensitive areas. you are confident with it, but they kill very well
or 20-bore? You also do have to bear in mind that you'’ll be even at distance.

throwing a little less lead out. | use a 19g magnum A three-shot pump-action is a great option for
ANDY CROW replies: Absolutely you shell in No.6 shot (as opposed to the 32g No.6 pigeons, giving an extra bit of capacity when the
can use a .410 pump - and indeed | that | use when shooting my 12-bore). It might be birds are decoying well and being easy to load
regularly do. Although | should mention worth spending a bit of time at the pattern plate to safely in the confines of the hide.

Taking on a fox

A fox has repeatedly tried to get into my daughter’s rabbit

hutch in the garden. | own a pre-charged 12ft/Ib air rifle,

and I'd like to know if | were to shoot the fox with it would
it be enough to kill it or just injure the animal?

MARK RIPLEY replies: An air rifle is by no means the ideal

tool for the job and you run a high risk of only injuring the

fox. That said, at very close range (20 yards or less) a
pellet placed perfectly from the side between the ear and the eye
will kill a fox. A far better option, however, would be a .22 rimfire
with subsonic ammunition, shooting from an upstairs window
and utilising a safe backstop. There are plenty of pest controllers
out there that can do it if you don’t own a .22 rimfire yourself.
Another option would be to deter the fox from coming into the
garden with an ultra sonic emitter device or a motion-activated
water sprayer, available from some garden centres or online.
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Something to get off your chest? Shoot us a line by email

To be in with a chance of winning your own
Seeland Buckthom over-trousers, simply email
Yyour letier to the ahove address.

Seelan‘%i trousers are a must-have for any outdoor enthusiast.
TARE T TSR See www.seeland.com for details.

Some positives on social media

Several things | have seen on social media lately made me so proud to be
part of the shooting community, and proved once again just how very
wrong the ‘antis’ opinion is of what we are like as people. The common
thought process of those opposed to fieldsports seems to be ‘they shoot
animals, therefore they hate animals!’ Of course, you and | know this to be
wrong, and that in fact the opposite is true. But it's so nice when proof is
shared outside of our community - in this case, on social media.

One was a story about a very, very young red squirrel that had lost its
mother. Whether she was killed by disease or predators is unclear, but the
people who found it waited as long as they could to see if she would return
before taking the tiny animal inside and contacting the nearest squirrel
ranger for help. In case you don’t know, squirrel rangers generally are
shooters, controlling the greys as part of their vital work.

For weeks and weeks, the ranger and his partner hand-fed the tiny kit,
which being so young looked unlikely to survive. But survive it did! The last
update | saw, the little squirrel, now strong and grown, was released back
into the woods and sighted a week later running around with another red.

EMAIL news@sportingshooter.co.uk

Available in sizes XS to 3xI, these Buckthorn over-trousers are suitable for men and ladies. These full zip sided waterproof

The fact there are red squirrels thriving in this area is a credit to the rangers
who work hard to control greys and conserve reds.

The second story was much simpler. It was a picture of a man’s hand
filled with birdseed, and a small garden bird taking seed straight from his
hand. It was titled “shooters love wildlife!” and accompanied by a short
piece of text explaining that he had been feeding the birds in his garden for
years, and had gradually built up enough trust that this one would now feed
from his hand.

| have always thought that the ‘antis’ make a lot of noise while doing
absolutely nothing to benefit wildlife. And here is solid proof that just
because you shoot some animals, it doesn’t mean you have a disregard for
animal life. In fact, quite the opposite. I’'m sure there are more stories
floating around proving the same sentiment. | would urge you, where
possible, to share these little stories so more people can understand that
love for wildlife is equal to, if not greater than, those who oppose shooting.

Robert Wood, Yorkshire

PICTURE: MATTHEWLEESDIXON / GETTY
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SHOOTING UNTIL SATURDAY!
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Owling at the moon

| can’t say I'm a keen twitcher, though | do sometimes enjoy gazing out
through the window and watching the birds in the garden. | even started
putting out food for them during the pandemic, something | hadn’t
thought of doing before. | know opinion is divided as to what you
should feed them, but | don’t go to much trouble or expense, | simply
give them kitchen scraps like stale bread. It certainly increased

activity. Anyway, several evenings ago, | happened to glance through
the window and saw something | had never seen before. At first |
thought it was a plastic bag caught in the tree. But then it turned to look
at me and | saw it was a barn owl! Quite a large one, too, with light
brown feathers and a big white face. It was definitely a mature adult. |
know they are territorial creatures, so it’s strange | have never seen it
around before. Maybe he was lost. | watched him for a few minutes before
he flew off, showing off an impressive wingspan of at least three feet. It
was quite a sight, and | do hope he comes back to visit!

Craig North, via email

§
é
g

Rabbiting with rimfires

| often read about how wonderful the .17 HMR rifle is for rabbit shooting in

comparison to the more traditional .22 LR with its amazing flat shooting ability,
accuracy and range, so | was rather intrigued when my shooting mate took the

plunge and brought one.
| have to say | was initially impressed with the distance he knocked over
rabbits with it. However, we soon found that despite its extra range, | was

actually putting more rabbits in the bag shooting the near-silent .22, especially

around the smaller paddocks. | also experimented with the drops on the rifle
and found | could confidently shoot rabbits to 100 yards or so with the .22
using the mill dots on the scope for reference. | then also tried some high
velocity ammunition in it and although this now meant it was just as noisy as

his HMR, | could push out to 150 yards with ease! The ammunition also works

out about a third of the price and is pushed around less in the wind, too. All

things considered, | think | will be sticking with the .22 rimfire. At least for now!

Bob Newbury, Powys

WIN  sporTEAR EARMUFFS [
WORTH £80

These SportEar Trackr Electronic Ear
Muffs offer a compact design for
comfort in any environment where
you need to hear and protect your
hearing at the same time. Perfect
for shooting, the clear, smooth
sound enhancement lets you
hear what you need to hear while
protecting your hearing from
damaging loud sounds.
The auto-blocker technology shuts off
all sounds over 85dB, plus they offer
25dB NRR hearing protection. The
sound-activated compression has a
reaction time of 0.02 seconds. gmk.co.uk

OWL MR SOW is an anagram of
which creature often mistaken
for something else?

QUIZ

QUESTION

EMAIL US YOUR ANSWER TO
THIS MONTH’S QUESTION:

Please email your answer to
competitions@sportingshooter.co.uk

MAY ISSUE WINNER

Congratulations to PAUL EWING
The answer was SNOW GOOSE

RULES: Closing date is 1 July.

Answer published in the September issue. Please bear with us as there may be a delay in sending
out prizes due to office closures. Normal Sporting Shooter rules apply. For full terms and conditions;
email the address above.

Archant Ltd, publisher of Sporting Shooter, would like to keep you up to date with any special
offers or new products or services which might be of interest. When entering by email, please state
clearly if you DO wish for Archant Ltd to contact you in this way by email, SMS, post or phone.

Unless you have chosen to receive other information from us, Archant Community Media
Limited and GMK will solely use the data you provide for the purpose of running the competition,
including contacting winners and the distribution of any prize.
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Heading south

Travelling to southern climes during the UK’s summer close season offers itinerant
wildfowler, Alan Jarrett, year-round adventures after exotic quarry on far-flung foreshores

‘I'he air was filled with tiny flying insects, and
hawking this way and that was my first
swallow of the spring. It was 26 April, and perhaps
a tad late to be seeing the first swallow, although
the relentless north-easterly winds had no

doubt made things more difficult for such a
long-distance traveller. It made me think of my
own long-distance journeys, to the land which
played summer host to swallows and the like.
Since that first trip, | have travelled to South Africa
many times in search of geese in the main, and it
is a revisit for which | yearn.

As Covid-19 struck, my brother and | were
scheduled for a real ‘bucket list trip to Argentina.
Not to shoot the doves for which that country is
so well known but to try our hand at the plethora
of duck species to be found there. The trip was
cancelled once, then twice, but this time it really
could be about to happen. Hopefully, those will be
tales for other days and other issues of Sporting
Shooter. In the meantime, YouTube will
have to suffice!

provided a special memory in their own way — the
biggest drawback being that those trips took an
unwelcome chunk out of our shooting season
here. Then, a chance overheard conversation at a
game fair with someone asking about a call for an
Egyptian goose ensured that the germ of an idea
came to life. Canada was off the list for the next
decade, and it was to be the southern hemisphere
for us.

This gave opportunities to hunt different quarry,
over different and differing terrain. Doubly
important was that we could do so in their winter,
and hence our summer. This meant a nice
addition to our wildfowl shooting, and we returned
time after time — always to the Free State of South
Africa, although not always to the same area.

The Egyptian is now becoming increasing
commonplace in England, but scarcely revered. In
its native country it is an altogether different
proposition: sharp-eyed, wily, capable of really

violent evasive action when spotting
danger, and if on the ground and

We had been to Canada and : Fant%yg wounded it can outrun all but the
Iceland on other trips, and each wildfowling trip most athletic of hunters!
) abroad? Check out our Find

| shootingsectononpes-s9 Sl T
A for opportunities in Argentina, )

southern Africa
and beyond!
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It is a completely different way of shooting for
the foreshore wildfowler. Decoying over stubbles,
usually sunflowers or maize, or on drilled wheat, is
the norm; or at evening flight ambushing them as
they return to roost on dam or lake. They are
frequently joined by that giant of a goose, the
spurwing, and it too can run like the proverbial
greyhound. A wide variety of duck — none of which
are to be found in England outside of a wildfowl
collection — complete the picture, and provide the
prospect of some fine and varied sport.

Raising spirits and voices

Astonishingly, it seems our last trip to South Africa
was in 2018. In 2019, we returned to Canada, and
after that Covid put a stop to all travel and we
were left to dream of what might have been had
we actually got to Santa Fe, Argentina.

As enjoyable as all those trips have been, that
last one was a bit of an anti-climax for the
destination we had enjoyed so much over the last
few trips was no longer available to us. The
alternative turned out to by no more than OK, with
few geese in that area. The highlight was probably

» B ".’ v‘
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a morning flight on the stubble of a sunflower
field. There were still standing sunflowers, which
was just right for building a low hide on the edge
to give good cover from behind with a clear area
to the front of the hide for decoying.

A misunderstanding between our outfitter and
the farmer led to a shouting match carried out at
high decibels in Afrikaans. We stood by and
watched the sport, and although we couldn’t
understanding a word of the conversation it was
easy enough to get the general drift. Despite that,
it had been a grand morning, and as daylight
broke through, we could see we were well placed
with geese flighting in from three directions. Some
came from a dam no more than 500 yards away
at the end of the field; others came from behind
rising ground to my rear; whilst others still came
from the left. Mostly they decoyed well, coming
on stiff pinions with that guttural calling which
warns of their approach. With these geese you
keep down low until the last moment, and when
you rise to fire they stand on their tails and with a
harsh cussing alarm call try to go back the way
they came. Sometimes it works for them, but
sometimes it works for the hunter. In the
end, my shooting was up to standard

and a nice bag was being The dabbling
accumulated. That was before the yellow-billed duck is an
angry farmer arrived on his quad abundant resident breeder
bike to bring an end to proceedings. in southem and eastern
The eventual bag of nine Atrica, butis
Egyptians was one of the best of the non-migratory.

trip. However, the shot of the day was
made whilst trudging out to pick a goose
which had flown the length of the field before

A S AR P

collapsing. A small flight of yellow-billed duck had

passed over very high, and the foreshore
wildfowler in me took over. A huge, fast lead was
enough to pluck one of the birds out for to
plummet to the hard ground with a satisfying
thud.

The next day we gained permission to shoot
on the field next door to intercept the flightline.
This brought another furious response from the
farmer, and another shouting match ensued
accompanied by the high-pitched screeching

Alan bagged a yellow-billed duck, making
for the shot of the day

WILDFOWLING

of the farmer’s wife adding to the fun! No blows
were exchanged, but it had been a close-run
thing. This was the only problem we ever
encountered on one of those trips, for the
Afrikaans are a friendly enough people. But there
is always one in every society!

So, Argentina here we come. Hopefully the
farmers there will be better briefed and friendlier,
even if we are going to be there on the 40th
anniversary of the Argentine surrender of Stanley
on the Falklands. Don’'t mention the war! |l
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Strictly come shooting...

This month has been a big one for Tony Jackson — not only has he been talking to the CIC
about an unusual muntjac antler, but he has also taken to the stage for a rendition of Grease!

| am sure that many readers, apart from enjoying
aspects of bird shooting, are also keen deer
stalkers. As such, | would imagine that occasional
strange and deformed antlers have been
encountered. | recall being very disappointed to
discover the first roe buck | had shot had a
curious twisted antler, possibly a result of damage
whilst developing, but not appreciating that this
was a novelty worth retaining, | discarded it!
However, over the years | have retained several
curious roe heads. Whilst in Ireland, for example, |
shot a sika buck with an additional 8" antler with
two points, giving the animal a total of 10 points.
However, | have now encountered an
extraordinary antler which has rather

The antler has apparently been cast from a
muntjac and is perfectly formed, but a mere three
inches high! It is an extraordinary little antler and
has been sent to lain Watson, the Senior
International Trophy Judge and expert to the UK
delegation of the CIC. The little antler, he told me,
is the first of its type seen by the UK Trophy
Evaluation Board and it would appear to
be unique.

Itis, said lain, a right antler from a mature
muntjac in excess of 36 months, and the tiny
antler shows a bifurcation of the main beam and
does not appear to have a brow point. The

flattening or palmation, he says, is
considerable and excessive, while the

excited the experts at the CIC and is Muntjac ‘bend’ to both points is unusual and
also first announced here in usually present a may be indicative of some
Sporting Shooter. simple structure of two underlying disease.

main beams which grow

from long pedicles, with

additional small
brow points.

‘Generally, extra
points are thoughtto be
the result of some
trauma caused to the
growing antler’

2y, .‘l. “.;
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lain points out that a muntjac has a simple
antler structure of two main beams which grow
from long pedicles and, in addition, a small brow
point is usually present, giving a four-point head
— although the brow point may be indistinct and
appear fused to the main beam.

In the UK, other than the case of the first set of
antlers, the buck casts in spring around April and
is clean of velvet by September. In the past
decade, multi-pointed heads have begun to turn
up and most have had an additional one, while
others have had an extra tine from the main beam.
Rarely, two extra points have been present, giving
in effect a six-point head.

Generally, writes lain, extra points are thought
to be the result of some trauma caused to the
growing antler when it is knocked towards the end
of the growth and sometimes an additional tine



Tony’s unusual muntjac antler

may develop around the site of the damage.

Now there is also a further mystery. | have not
the slightest idea where the little antler appeared
from! | only discovered it a few weeks ago in my
house in a bowl of keys. | can only imagine that
the tiny antler was left there by someone who
knows me. If the original finder would be kind
enough to solve the puzzle, | would be very
grateful! Where, | wonder was the little antler
found? Muntjac are now expanding throughout
Somerset and Dorset and it would of interest to
discover its origin.

What drama!

On another subject, | have been transformed into
John Travolta for our local hunt, the Cotley
Harriers. Recently, a few members were, heaven
help us, convinced to take part in a fundraising
dance to take place in the local town theatre!
There would be a total of seven teams, each
consisting of two partners. There would be seven
weeks in which to practice, a professional dancer
would act to help and advise each team, and the
winner would receive £200 for their chosen
charity. It seemed a harmless event and when |
was asked to take part it seemed simple enough.

However, my partner and | discovered that we
had to practise two days a week! To my horror, |
then discovered that we were taking a part in the
film Grease, specifically the scene when John
Tavolta sees the transformation of Sandie, played
by Olivia Newton-John. Not only did | have to
learn the steps and gesticulations, but also had to
wear black trousers, a black shirt and a black wig.
The only consolation was that we had the benefit
of a professional dancer.

We were to be the second of the seven teams
taking part, and | thought it would at least soon be
over! There were well over 200 Cotley supporters
packed into the local town hall, and we did at
least receive a loud cheer when the music began
as we entered, largely | think because my wig
rather fancied the audience! | can only say that my
partner was perfect at her steps and timing, but

The team at the CIC’s UKTEB assessing sika heads

for my part | can only recall staggering along while
trying to remember my parts. | was vastly relieved
when | was able to retire to the dressing room for
a hearty whisky!

From this new vantage point, | was able to peek
at the remaining pairs of dancers, all of whom

¢
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THE COUNTRYMAN

PICTURES: CIC

appeared astonishingly agile and energetic,

jiving and spinning! No, | can assure you we did
not win, but at least we both received an excellent
token as a reminder of an evening which will

be long remembered on my part, especially the
black wig! M
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F00lS’ gold

The pigeons are feasting on Andy’s flowering spring rape, and a sunny day in mid-May turns
out to be the ideal time to deal with the problem

Summertime in England always makes me
wonder why half the country chooses these
most balmy months to take their holidays abroad.
We spend the greater part of the year enduring
the damp and the grey, and just as the hedgerows
are coming to life with butterflies dancing among
the white cow parsley, we bail out. England is the
most beautiful country on earth during
summertime, and for me, part of what makes it so
are the endless fields of rape, stretching as far as
the eye can see in a brilliant splash of yellow.

This year, Andy Crow has chosen to replace his
usual pea crop with spring rape, and so adds his

‘Gary and | both got
some nice shots off, and
weren’t having to make a
superhuman effort to
pull them out of the sky
as they flighted over’
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own splash of colour to the landscape. The price
for oilseed rape is high at the moment, making it a
more profitable crop to grow than the peas. Sown
in mid-March, the crop is in full flower by the end
of May, and a tempting food source for the
pigeons who have a hard time feeding themselves
throughout April.

“The pigeons don’t tend to get on the rape
when it is first sown because there aren’t any
seeds left on top,” explained Andy. “Sometimes
they will feed on the rape as soon as it starts to
come through, but they haven’t done that this
year. Often, they will disperse into the woods to
feed on the buds during April and very early May,
and everyone will be wondering where they’ve
gone, but you can usually rely on them to return
with a vengeance around mid-May, which is
exactly what’s happened on my ground. They’ve
come back out and are now moving onto my
spring rape.”

Andy spends a lot of time watching his
ground - being a farmer, he’s out on
it all day, every day - and he has
been carefully monitoring the
numbers of birds that have been
gradually building up on the

TIMING TIPS
Pigeons tend to feed early
in the morning and late
afternoon, so be sure to time

rape. He has been using banger ropes to try and
keep them off it, which are effective to a point;
there are, however, two problems with bangers.
Firstly, they only scare the birds off to another
piece of ground, where they continue to make a
nuisance of themselves. And secondly, the
pigeons slowly get used to the loud, repetitive
noise, learn it won’t hurt them, and eventually
ignore it completely. After a while, the numbers
building up on the rape crop reached critical
levels, and Andy had to act.

“After watching the birds build up to a level
where they had to be shot, and then waiting for
the right weather, | chose to have a day in the hide
one Saturday in mid-May,” Andy told me.
“Pigeons tend to feed early in the morning, or late
in the afternoon, and being busy in the morning
with work we decided to head there around
lunchtime to get set up for the afternoon action.
The day was sunny with a gentle breeze, so it was
nice conditions for shooting.

“We couldn’t set up where we

really wanted to, because the crop

had been doing so well there and
was so high that the birds
wouldn’t see the decoys, and we

your visit and plan

- -

L

your decoying
accordingly.
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PIGEONS

VvV 48

wouldn’t be able to pick the shot ones as Sillosocks decoys, which are light and stackable, to see some movement. There weren't loads, but
effectively. Instead, we chose to shoot over a bit making them ideal for carrying on foot. They built we did have some drop into the decoys really
of heavy ground where the rape hadn’t come two hides into the hedgerow, one on either side of nicely in twos and threes, meaning Gary and |
through quite so well. It’s a bit sparser and a bit the area of poor rape. The Sillosocks were both got some nice shots off, and weren’t having
more open, so they could see the decoys better scattered in front of the hides, and the rotary to make a superhuman effort to pull them out of
and we could pick them afterwards.” placed in the centre of the pattern to draw birdsin  the sky as they flighted over. This carried on
Andy, cousin Gary and grandson Regan - who from both sides. steadily for a few hours, but we weren’t seeing the
was delighted that Andy had chosen a day when “We were all set up and ready to shoot for big numbers.
he wasn't in school — carried the gear down the about one o’clock,” he said. “It started out very “Then, at around five o’clock, it really picked
field to avoid damaging the crop with their quiet, which | did expect as we were there up. | think a lot of them had been sitting in the
vehicles. Travelling light, they took just one before their usual feeding time. However, by trees up until that point, and now they were

rotary between them and a couple of bags of about half past two to three o’clock, we started coming in for that late afternoon feed | explained
» about earlier. We had some awesome shooting
over the next two hours, with me and Gary
working together to take out any that came in
pairs or threes. We call to each other on radios
and decide who will take which bird so the
D) gunshot doesn’t scare any followers away before
: ) 4 the other one has had a chance to get a
-%J‘ 5 shot off.
4 \ ‘It was cracking day, with good
SCTV weather, and the birds were decoying
Watch Andy Crow in action on beautifully. We ended the day with
Shooting & Country TV: just over 80 pigeons, which was well
youtu.be/Hm_5VWDYco0 worth an afternoon in the hide.
We're really looking forward to
getting out for a few more days on the
rape this year before harvest.”
The pigeons are likely to stay on the
rape until something better comes along,
feasting on the flowers until the wheat starts
maturing. At that point, they’ll put their
minds to munching the standing crop, any that’s
fallen in the tram lines, and any that’s been
flattened by heavy rains... so, in other words, no
wheat is safe! Mind you, with Andy’s deadly skill,
you could say the same for the pigeons! ll
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TherrmTec spotters and scopes are simply outstanding; nothing else comes close.

LATEST « Feedback from the British Shooting Show was
» Feedback from all demos has been :

o
NEWS » Feedback from the Northern Shooting Show was 7

ThermTec ARES scopes combine cutting edge With an Al rangefinder, image and video recording with

performance, enhanced functionality and unique audio, multiple reticules (including a 1/2 mil first focal

features to produce the scope the UK has been plane), bi-directional WiFi, a battery that works either

waiting for: way round and even automatic zeroing, ARES means
you don't need to compromise.

All models include a sub 35mK, 12 micron, 50Hz, VOx

sensor, with 1024x768 resolution AMOLED display for Available with either a fixed 35mm lens, or the

the clearest image. Standard 30mm mounts, 18650 incredible 20mm/60mm lens, which gives a wide field

battery, IP67 protection, 850g recoil shock rating and of view for close range shooting with an instant 3x

3 year warranty ensure ease of use and peace of mind. optical zoom for long range work

ARES 335

£2,100

ARES 360 ARES 635

£2,700 TBC

(All prices include VAT)

ARES 660

TBC

Available with lens sizes from 15mm to 50mm and , =~ -
384 or 640 sensors, all models include 1024x768
displays, bidirectional WiFi, image and video
recording with audio, IP67 protection, three year
warranty and the same Al rangefinder as the ARES
scopes.

Cyclops

) ) . ) CYCLOPS CP315 CYCLOPS CP325 CYCLOPS CP335
Combined with a genuine 12 hour+ battery life, the

Cyclops is the spotter you can depend on even in the

harshest of conditions. CYCLOPS CP635 CYCLOPS CP650 (All prices include VAT)

DEALERS ThermTE!C

ENQUIRIES .
WELCOME For more details or to arrange a demo

Visit: www.opticalsolutions.uk Email: sales@opticalsolutions.uk Phone: 01790 751040
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JOHN FORSEY GUNS

32/34 Park View Road, Welling, N.W Kent DAI6 IRT
Tel: 0208 304 9922
www.johnforsey.co.uk
Open Mon-Sat 9am-5.30pm

Ca||7616 620 2190'
~ PLENTY OF FREE PARKING AVAILABLE —

Distributed by Trade Enquiries
Tel: +44 (0) 1644 470223
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United Kingdom

www.jacksonrifles.com
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SHOOTING

WITH SIMON O'LEARY TECHNIQUE

Nothing to hide

Simon O’Leary explains what kit you need to set up in the field and bag a few pigeons and how

best to undertake the task

L ate springtime, my favourite time of year. New
shoots, lush green leaves and the promise of
hope and harvest. This time of year always feeds
my desire to get back out in the field, thinking of
early morning pursuits and nights under the stars.
All of Mother Earth’s roots start to flourish, with
fish soon to be on the rise and lush green foliage
in abundance. This is the time of year when most
will look to get out and protect crops, but for the
resolute, it is of course, an all-year-round task.

Winter and spring drills spread the load, but
pigeons will attack crops all year. It is a full-time
task, controlling this hungry bird. Their only
purposes are to eat and breed, clearing tons and
tons of seed and grain in the process. The
management of this relentless task comes with its
own challenges and requirements, certainly if you
plan to try and make a dent. Of course, the pigeon
is here forever, but little and often, as with most
things in life, is a sure way to best manage the
damage this bird can cause.

Now, apart from doing your bit, so to speak,

Pigeon shooting is a great way ofiintroducing
youngsters to the sport, being fast-paced
with plenty of action

-~ -
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the additional upside is the food source that
pigeons provide. Rich, fat-free meat, good for the
body, and good for the soul. A meat that once
was largely overlooked by the masses, except as
a seasonal menu addition for the more select
eateries. Pigeon breast is now thankfully enjoyed
by many as its uses are diverse, providing the
main ingredient in a varied selection of cultural
palate requirements. Check out some cook books
or some online recipes and there will be a wealth
of choices of how to prepare and cook this
delicious bird.

Apart from the obvious differences, I've always
likened pigeon shooting to fishing, especially
course fishing. This is largely due to the approach
but more so due to the amount of kit required,
albeit completely unlike the nimble, lightweight fly
fisher. Positioning and set-up are very
similar, allowing you, the shooter, to
hopefully sit back and enjoy a good
day’s sport. So rather than
blathering on about set-up

NEW TO PIGEON
SHOOTING?

and fieldcraft, I'll run through the equipment
required to get you off the ground and enjoying
this skilful pastime.

Comfort is key and if you’re a lump like me, you
need to ensure freedom of movement at all times
for smooth and safe gun mount. The need to have
eyes in the back of your head is also important, so
a swivel chair is superior. Now, I'm sure you will
have seen all sorts of examples of field seating,
from buckets to deckchairs, even an old office
chair hidden in that special spot, ready for action.
There is not so much a ‘wrong’ choice, as we are
all different shapes and sizes, but consider your
comfort and moveability. | do support the
Idleback brand, or should | say it supports me! |
am not sponsored by them; they don’t even know
they are being mentioned, as quite frankly the
chair sells itself. But this product ticks all

boxes, with the added bonus of being
adjustable, which is imperative on

uneven ground. Unless you shoot

from a seated position, ensure a

Make the most of your time in
the field by getting some
one-to-one tuition at the clay
ground before heading out
on to live game.
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TECHNIQUE

‘When choosing your camo,
think surrounding colours and
dress appropriately’
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It’s a good idea to have a range of different
coloured nets for the changing seasons

smooth stance, coming up, out of the chair, for
best mounting of the gun.

When looking at hide materials, a set of four to
five poles with a couple of nets will be more than
adequate. You will probably collect nets as you go
along, having a few in reserve for differing
coloured backgrounds. A choice for the middle of
summer will be very different to autumn/winter.

If the budget is tight, then go for a neutral-
coloured net and dress it up with natural materials
collected from the vicinity. Do not, however, hack
branches of established tress and hedgerow. Cut
from suckers and overgrowth to blend your hide
in to its surroundings. Cheaper poles can be an
issue when dealing with hard ground. | have a
robust twelve foot, so maybe I'm a little heavy
handed (or footed!), but the normal design of foot
plate on the lower part of the pole is insufficient
when pushing/treading into harder ground. For a
few quid more, why not check out Flightline
decoys. They produce an incredibly strong
product, almost unbreakable, allowing ease of
set-up with the more stubborn substrate!
Whatever your choice, try to obtain solid poles
over hollow.

Decoys can be purchased in packs. Again, the
starter set-ups will have 10 decoys as part of the
kit. If budget allows, purchase 20 or more as a full
pattern will have more weight. The simple
half-shell or full-bodied will suffice; nice, simple,
and effective. Again, there are many choices
available and, just like fishing, you can catch a
roach with one float, a hook, on a single rod and
reel, with one type of bait. But more often than
not, the angler will have an array of floats, hooks,
rods, and all manner of other paraphernalia, of
course, all hugely important and relevant to the
job in hand. Start simple and learn the craft.

Once in the hide, you need to consider how you
blend in. Drab clothing, army surplus, even dull
tweed if that takes your fancy. Think surrounding
colours and dress appropriately. A face veil can
be good on bright days, along with thin gloves.
Alternatively, make your hide higher and sit still,
only popping up at the last minute to take the
shot. Military surplus is great because it comes in
a vast range of camo patterns and, bluntly... it's
cheap! Rip a jacket on something sharp, repair or
inexpensively replace. A hat is another must-have,
breaking up your outline and giving some respite

When it comes to decoying, the
more the merrier!

HOWNHALL

Simon is the co-founder
(alongside Benita
Wright) and head
instructor of Hownhall
Shooting School. He
has been coaching for
over 10 years, focusing
strongly on training for
game shooting.

With expert tuition at Hownhall provided by
Simon and a selection of highly trained
professional coaches, and with access to a
range of simulated game targets including
grouse butts, Hownhall is a great place for
game shots to tune up between seasons.

Hownhall is in association with Hull
Cartridge and in partnership with
Le Chameau.

Email: shoot@hownhallshooting.com
Instagram: @hownhallshooting

on sunnier days. Overall, you are blending

into your surroundings, in safety and comfort,
with a clear visual of all that surrounds you,
enabling complete visual clarity with your quarry
and more importantly, anybody who may have
wondered off-piste, and they will.

In next month’s issue, | will take you through a
typical day in the field, decoying for pigeons with
the hope of providing a smidge of valuable
knowledge, with of course a splash of humour, all
captured by the wonderful @obenwrightphoto
(Benita) and her camera! Il
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BOOK YOUR 2022 SIM DAYS NOW!

SPORTING SHOOTER DISCOUNT CODE SSH10

5000+ CLAYS—FULL HOSPITALITY— FANTASTIC COTSWOLD GROUNDS

BOOK NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT!
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COTSWOLD

GUNDOGS

GUNDOG TRAINING THE FUN WAY!

To take you and your dog from basics through to working on live game in the shooting field

WE OFFER

®  Weekly group training
® 1-2-1 sessions

® Specialist training days

® Certified assesors for the Kennel
Club Working Gundog Certificate

W AVAIL48
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SHODTING &
COUNTRY

ALL NEW GUNDOG
TRAINING SERIES
ON YOUTUBE

CHECK OUT
OUR WEBSITE
FOR GUNDOG

TRAINING DAYS

AND WEEKENDS~

If you would like to book some training, please use the online booking service at www.cotswoldgundogs.co.uk

To discuss your training needs or have any questions, please contact us
T: 01451 828 666 M: 07470 677 208 E: info@cotswoldgundogs.co.uk @



Shooting MARKETPLACE

products
andsenvices Harkila Retrieve boot bag
An invaluable shoot accessory made with not only convenience in mind, but also style and comfort.
elcome to The Retrieve short shoot boot bag is made from strong, durable canvas, with reinforcements of
high-quality leather in those hard-wearing places that will develop a beautiful patina in use. The bag
the Marketplace. has a handle, adjustable strap, two-way zipper, and is lightweight and easy to carry. It is fitted with a
In this Section, you will strong polyester fabric liner which is simple to clean making it ideal for repeated use and there is
find everything you even a mesh panel on the back to allow your boots to breathe while they are being stored.
need to know about £119
what’s on the market gb.harkila.com .
: . e
right now — from the kit el
you need for the —— allows air to circulate,

of your boots.

behind-the-scenes
looks at the shooting
world’s much-loved
brands, gun shops and
shooting schools.

Whether you train
gundogs, work on the
beating line or shoot a
variety of quarry, we've
got you covered!

'HE MARKE TPLACE

INSIDE THE MARKETPLAGE
THIS MONTH...

y : Wild Fox Distillery
43 3 Twelve Bore gin
PRODUCTS 48 . Ya From the Wild Fox Distilery’s

family-run farm in Lancashire comes
this new Twelve Bore gin as a tribute
to the gamekeepers that manage
Britian’s countryside.

With a juniper-led flavour and zesty
orange and ginger notes, this latest
addition makes for the perfect
between-drive tipple or served with
tonic or ginger ale for any occasion.

Alively citrus scent and 45%
volume, it’s sure to warm even the
wettest shoot day!

-l

£37
wildfoxdistillery.co.uk
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Barbour Barton
Coolmax shirt

Crafted from a woven cotton blend fabric, infused
with moisture-wicking Coolmax technology and
representing the perfect blend of style and
substance, the Barbour Barton shirt is ideal for
active days out when you need a versatile shirt
that will work for you in a range of weathers.

Cut to a regular fit for a roomy, non-restrictive
feel, the 70% cotton, 30% polyester shirt is
styled with twin chest pockets with buttoned flaps
and a button-down collar for a timeless smart-
casual look.

Available in three different colourways in sizes
S through to XXL.

£69.95
barbour.com
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MARKETPLACE

Utoka cooler boxes

These incredible camo-styled cooler boxes from Utoka could be just the thing for keeping you well
fed and watered this summer. Packed with special features, they come in four sizes to suit every
occasion from the handy Utoka 20 which is designed for everyday use and comes with a carry
handle for easy transportation (we’re thinking trips to the fishing lake), to the monster Utoka Tow
110 which has wheels, space to sit two, and can even be used as a table (ideal for transporting
plenty of food to a pigeon hide with your mates — and handy for bringing the bumper bag home
with you tool).

All the models can keep food and drink cold for up to five days and feature an integrated bottle
opener, lockable lid, easy drain system and heavy-duty rubber closures.

From £199.99
furfeatherandfin.com

utoka
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WITH MIKE YARDLEY

G350 12-bore

(e

EGE ARMS
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Mike Yardley gets to grips with a functional yet impressive steel shot-friendly contender from
EGE Arms, which has been modelled along the lines of the legendary Benelli M Series

is month'’s test looks at a

Turkish EGE semi-auto imported
by ASI of Snape better known for
bringing in AyA and Rizzini guns.
The model under our spotlight is an
EG 350. It is especially interesting
because it is an inertia-operated gun
like a Benelli from which it evidently
draws much inspiration. The EG 350
has a stable-mate - the EG230 -
which is a gas operated gun. Before
considering the merits of the two
systems, let’s have a brief run down
of the test 350.

It’s a ‘plain Jane’ model with
black plastic stock and no bells and
whistles. It weighs in at 6.9Ib with
28" multi-choked barrels chambered
for 3" loads. It is steel-shot-friendly
and supplied with three chokes

Thanks
to Lyalvale
Express for the
cartridges used
in this test
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tubes. The sighting rib is 8mm wide,
ventilated, and equipped with a red
rod translucent bead sight. All
standard stuff, but well presented.

The satin-finished receiver -
which has a pleasantly streamlined
profile much like a Beretta 300
series, or, indeed, an M Series
Benelli — appears too anodised and
is only decorated with the company
name and logo. I've no problems
with any of this. | prefer workhorse
guns not to be blinged up.

The stock of the 350 is well done
too, if a little short at 14%" for length
of pull. The basic shape is fine. |
liked the grip as well, which is
well-sized, quite tightly radiused,
and provides good purchase
without a palm swell. The combis a

little low — as is often the case with
Turkish guns — measuring up at
19/16" to the front relative to rib axis
and almost 272" to the rear.

The fore-end is of the shorter
style made possible by the inertia
mechanism, and, again, well-
shaped. It drops slightly relative to
the magazine tube rearwards and
offers better purchase because of it
(Benelli do much the same thing
with the M2).

Overall, you have to say that
these Turkish guns have improved
hugely in recent years. The only
criticism | would make, other than
the comb height as previously
noted, is that the trigger pull might
be tweaked. The presentation of
the gun is excellent at the price

point, with neat engineering and
good finish.

The real test, though, must be the
test of time. The great thing about
Berettas and Benellis, Brownings
and Winchesters, is that they are
virtually indestructible with moderate
care, sometimes even with outright
abuse. Nevertheless, the Turkish
guns seem to have closed the gap
with European and US manufacture
now which is quite an achievement.

Gas versus recoil

Gas- and inertia-operated shotguns
are essentially improved pump
actions where ‘the works’ are cycled
either by gas bled from the barrels

- a system perfected for battle rifles
in WWII and later applied to sporting

The EG350 makes for a reliable, low-maintenance

workhorse - and at a good price too
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shotguns - or recoil energy.
Browning’s famous A5 introduced
circa 1900 was the first successful
inertia-operated design. It employed
a ‘long recoil’ system where the
whole barrel assembly moved
rearwards about 3" on firing.

Post WWII, Browning'’s son Val
also developed a short recoil gun,
similar in concept but with only 0.5"
of movement. It was not a great
commercial success. Light recoiling,
gas operated guns became popular
in this era with Remington's 1100
and Beretta’s brilliant 300s leading
the way. Benelli came out with their
improved inertia design circa 1970.
Early Benellis did not have a rotating
bolt-head, but this arrived with the
M1 in the mid-1980s and has been
much imitated.

When Beretta acquired Benelli,
they adopted the rotating bolt-head
in some of their Magnum gas guns.
Earlier Benelli inertia-action guns,
the SL80 and 121, did not employ a
rotating bolt, as noted. | like both the
Benelli inertia systems (and the
Beretta gas guns, for that matter).
This type of mechanism is also seen
in the discontinued Beretta ES100,
not to mention the outstanding
Breda Ermes 2000, which is one of
my favourite repeaters.

Technical

The EGE test gun utilises a
Benelli-like rotating bolt-head, as
noted, attached to the main body of
the bolt by means of a short, stiff,
spring. The key concept in this type
of inertia operation is that recoil
energy compresses this spring on
firing, but it does not unlock and
begin the cycling process of the
action until it is at full compression.
In the meantime, the bolt-head
engages into the barrel in the
manner of a rifle bolt, but is

only locked at the moment the gun
is fired.

To complete cycling, there is a
hinged ‘rat’s tail’ to the rear of the
bolt that compresses a tubed spring
in the butt (some autos use larger
coil springs around the mag tube).
This provides the forward impulsion
to load a fresh cartridge after the
gun is fired and the first shell

SHOOTING

Cutting to the chase, | was pleasantly
surprised by the 350. It shot well and
functioned reliably on 289 Lyalvale test
ammo. | had no malfunctions and hit all
the easier birds on the Skeet layout
routinely used for testing. | missed a
couple of longer crossers because the
trigger was heavy. Once I'd adapted to
this by using the first joint crease
rather than the pad of my finger, there
WEre no issues.

The low comb didn’t effect me
much. What was notable was the lack
of unpleasant recoil. Inertia guns can
seem to kick more, but not this one.
These Turkish repeaters have come a
long way. This was significantly better
than some previously tested. The gun
had no real vices — the trigger pull
might be easily addressed. The general
design was sound, and the bottom line
is very reasonable. Inertia guns are
easy to clean, too. In summary, the 350
offers a lot of bang for the buck. It will
appeal to keepers and anyone else
who needs a reliable, low-maintenance
workhorse without shelling out
afortune.

B The price
B The inertia mechanism
B The sound design and engineering

WEDISLKE ()

B The heavy trigger pull
B The comb is a bit low
The stock could be longer

Make: EGE Arms

Model: EG350

Bore: 12

Chamber: 3" (76mm)

Barrel: 28" (other options avilable)
Chokes: multi

Rib: 8mm ventilated

Weight: 6.9Ib approx

ejected. The trigger assembly of the
350 is attached to a polymer chassis
that slots into the aluminium receiver
and is retained by a single large
through-pin. Many modern
repeaters have dispensed with

metal for this component. Il

UP CLOSE

EGE ARMS TURKEY 2021

|

This semi-automatic shotgun incoporates a rotating bolt-head,
encased in a plain yet functional action

EGE ARMS

Z-11107

Although Mike found the trigger a little heavy, he quickly
adjusted to this and got good results on the Skeet layout

L ¥ N B
The shorter style of the fore-end is made possible by the inertia
mechanism and is well shaped

The barrel is chambered for 3" cartridges and is steel shot
friendly; the gun is supplied with three different choke tubes
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RABBITS // wih maRk RipLEY

BANG ON THE BUNNY

If you are in a part of the country that has a too-healthy population of rabbits, Mark Ripley
runs through some of the methods and gear available to us for tackling them

E ver recent years, the rabbit population in
many areas of the country has taken
somewhat of a battering, not just from the annual
cycle of bouts of MIXY (myxomatosis) but also
from VHD (Viral Haemorrhagic Disease). This
disease has a very high mortality rate in rabbits
with few outward signs other than a possible
bloody discharge from the nose and mouth, and
has all but wiped them out in some areas where
once they were plentiful.

That said, in other areas rabbit numbers remain
strong and | have several farms that still have
plenty of them, particularly on the hill farms as well
as a golf course that | also look after.

Rabbiting in the summer is a good time to
shoot a few three-quarter grown rabbits for the
BBQ as these make the best eating, so you can
make the most of the fruits of your pest control
duties! Rabbit also makes a great addition to any
stew or game pie, so there’s no end of uses for
the meat.

Sitting out on warm summer evenings or early

Vs © G
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mornings can account for a good few rabbits and
make for good sport, yet the most productive time
for rabbiting is, of course, after dark.

You don’t need any expensive kit to put a few
rabbits in the bag; a lamp and rifle work just fine. If
you wish, you can buy cheap night vision add-ons
or dedicated scopes if you are planning on going
out regularly, as rabbits soon wise up to the fact
that a lamp spells danger. Lamps these days are a
lot better than they used to be, with many
shooters using high power LED torches that give
a bright, concentrated coloured beam with no
need for heavy, bulky battery packs.

When it comes to calibre choice, the modern
pre-charged air rifles are hard to beat at close
range for discreet pest control around buildings or
roads. For longer-range rabiting, you also have
the .17 HMR, which is a devastatingly good tool
although it does have quite a crack to it.

For me, I'm a fan of the humble .22
LR using subsonic ammunition. This
calibre is almost as quiet as an air

early summer
morning watching over
a warren waiting for

rifle yet hits with a lot more clout, meaning a good
head or chest shot will result in a clean kill without
too much meat damage.

With a bit of practice, the little .22 LR is quite
capable of taking out rabbits to 100 yards or more
with subsonics and if noise isn’t an issue, a fair bit
further using high-velocity ammunition.

Although the popular .17 HMR will allow you to
shoot out to 150 yards with little or no need to
hold over, | feel the shorter-range .22 LR accounts
for just as many rabbits due to its comparatively
quiet approach. Ammunition is also a lot cheaper
for the .22 LR, which is certainly a consideration if
you’re shooting large numbers.

One advantage the .17 HMR has over the .22
LR is the fact that the small, fast and light rounds
fragment exceptionally well on impact, meaning
that the chance of a ricochet is greatly reduced.
The exact opposite is true of the .22 LR so

you always need a good, soft

backstop.
Both of these popular rimfires

sunbathing bunnies can be
well worth the early
start!

Mark’s permissions on the South Downs hold plenty
of rabhits and he is often called upon by local farmers




‘With a bit of
practice, the little
.22 LR is quite capable
of taking out rabbits to
100 yards or more
with subsonics’

represent an excellent choice for rabbit control as
they are more forgiving on shot placement than an
air rifle, but retain adequate power and accuracy
to use for closer-range fox control where bullet
placement is more crucial.

A bigger bang

The other option for rabbits is, of course, the
shotgun. The only problem here is the use of a
shotgun may well raise issues with noise if you're
out at night when the majority of the rabbit
population will be above ground, as well as
offering a more limited range than you would have
with arifle. Another disadvantage is the amount of
shot that will be embedded in the meat, and this
could prevent the sale of the animals should you
choose to go down that route.

The ability to shoot rabbits on the run means
the shotgun can be employed when flushing them
with a dog from cover, or bolting them with
ferrets, which can be carried out during the day.

Other than shooting, there are a few other
options for rabbit control that could also be
considered such as snaring or trapping, although
this will require the traps to be checked on a
regular basis. Often, the best way to control large
numbers is with a combination of methods with
shooting taking priority where appropriate.

Some older methods can also be effective
when employed by a skilled hand, such as long
netting. This is a form of trapping that involves
running long lengths of netting on stakes just
under a metre high. The net is made in various
lengths up to 100 yards, and is walked out and
pegged in a line when rabbits are out feeding
further out in the fields. The net is positioned
between the feeding rabbits and their burrows as
quietly as possible, and the rabbits are then
pushed back towards the net with a well-trained
dog or by simply walking towards them. A long
length of weighted rope can be dragged between
two people through the grass which stops any
rabbits from sitting tight.

The bolting rabbits become entangled in the
net and can be quickly dispatched by hand,
making a perfectly clean rabbit for the food chain.

Let there be light

| find by far the most productive form of rabbit
control is shooting at night from a vehicle, which

Mark’s usual rabbi

rig consists of @'l

CZ 452 American ‘ush!q
Winchester X subsoni
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The use of night vision is becoming more popular - particularly

as the cost of units has fallen in recent years

i i |

01/10/2019 " 03"

allows you to cover much more ground whilst
providing a steady wing mirror to rest on. This is a
discreet way of culling them and a lot less labour
intensive than walking around with a roe sack of
heavy rabbits on your back!

However, if you are shooting them on a golf
course you will need to be on foot, unless you
know the green keepers well enough to be
allowed to borrow a golf buggy for the evening,
which would be the ultimate luxury!

Many rabbit controllers are now moving over to
thermal or night vision devices to maximise their
results, and these tools certainly give you a big
advantage after rabbits wise up to the lamp. Even

better, the cost of such units is steadily falling as
more manufactures enter the market and
compete for sales. Units such as the Sightmark
Wraith HD night vision scope or the Pard 007 NV
add-on are a couple of brilliant low-budget
options offering good performance.

For those with a bigger budget, thermal is the
way to go as those units emit no light or anything
else that might give away your position. By simply
keeping quiet and using basic fieldcraft, it's easy
to close in on rabbits and cull several from a
group before they know what’s happening.
Thermal is also great for finding shot rabbits,
which can save some time! Il
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Reaching (for) the Summit

The impressive skills required to be a top biathlon athelete inspires Mick to convert his usual
rabbiting rig into one comparable to those used in this discipline — and enjoys a fun day out

n a recent trip for more ammunition, to South
Yorkshire Shooting Supplies (aka

Rimfiremagic) in Barnsley, my attention was
grabbed by a gorgeous-looking rifle in the
workshop. It sat in one of my favourite stocks, the
Magpul Hunter X-22, had a carbon fibre barrel, a
straight-pull action and bore the name
Volguartsen Summit. Inspired by the ever-so-
popular Ruger 10/22 bolt action .22 LR, it looked
magnificent. It is primarily a target rifle, but Roger
started to think there would be a place for the
Summit in the small game hunting market, and |
totally agree.

| have hankered after a straight-pull after avidly
watching the winter biathlon for years, and it was
one of the reasons that had me in agreement
about its hunting ability. The male biathletes ski
for 20km cross country over five laps shooting
four times in both prone and standing positions,
while the ladies ski for 15km with the same

number of laps and amount of shooting. The
targets are 45mm for the prone shot and 115mm
for the standing and both are taken at 50 yards.
Sounds pretty straight forward, doesn’t it? Well,
once you factor in the effort covering up to 4km at
speed, then having to control your breathing and
heartbeat to hit the target, it becomes anything
but straightforward. | admire these athletes
immensely for their fithess and exceptional kills,
and although | consider myself a good shot and
relatively fit, | would never make the grade for this
discipline. But looking at what these biathletes
can achieve with a nice lightweight straight-pull
.22 LR, | thought it would be a great stalking rifle
and | had just the place to put it to the test.

Step by step

First off, | had to build up the ‘stalker’. It comes
with an integral 20 MOA Picatinny rail for the long
shots, but | didn’t envisage anything over 100m

‘With a crack, the bunny fell forward — | felt like a
gold medallist, but would have to make do with the
single grey squirrel and the four rabbits’

\ )‘» N %‘z :
Getting in close - the final'part of the stalk.
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and my zero would be set at 55m. | had a spare
Hawke Sidewinder lying around complete with
some mounts, and my Magpul M-Lok bipod from
the Air Arms S510 Tactical was swapped to the
Summit. | have to say it fitted nice and snug and
maintained the lightweight theme. With no sling
studs fitted, | managed to fashion a fit for the
sling, and with a few different brands of ammo
and a handful of paper targets, | was off to get
it zeroed.

| soon found that all was not well. In the
comfort of the office, the gun felt right, with eye
relief spot on and a nice cheek weld giving me a
perfectly positioned view down the scope. But in
the field and on the truck bonnet, it was a different
story. The mounts were too high and the
cheekpiece was too low. Only by fractions, but
enough to spoil the zeroing. The groups were
good enough for headshots on rabbits and
squirrels, but not as tight as | knew they could be.

However, with some slight head position
adjustment | had my first skinny that afternoon.
Luckily, | had a spare cheekpiece for the Hunter
stock from my 6.5 Creedmore and it was only a
couple of minutes work to swap it out. A set of
lower mounts replaced the higher ones - and after
another zero check with a variety of loads, | was

A e ==




now set for the stalking expedition | had planned
for the day.

[n the field

A large woodland I carry out squirrel control on
also has a good number of rabbits, but they are
right at the far end around two miles away from
the main squirrel activity. It was up hill and down
dale, and with a full rucksack of squirrel feed | was
glad of the lightweight Summit. The rabbits had
been savaging the new saplings that had been
planted to replace the ones lost to the recent
storms, so the head woodsman had asked me to
take care of a few, but | obviously had to check
out the grey squirrel activity first. One of my trail
cams had been showing a grey tuming up early
morning, and this was to be my first port of call.

| have just received the InfiRay FH35R Finder
thermal spotter, and just when | thought things
couldn’t get any better than the FH25R this
beauty has taken pole position for me. It is a larger
unit than the 25 but the image clarity is
outstanding, and to top it off it has a superb
rangefinder built in. So with the unit in hand as |
crested yet another steep bank, | immediately
pinpointed a heat source on the feeder. The
rangefinder confirmed a distance of 55m, and
after taking a second to catch my breath the
invasive grey was dispatched with a single
humane headshot.

| was keen to get to the rabbits, and with no
more skinnies showing up | started the trek over
to the far side of the wood. Using the dry-stone
walling as cover and scanning the target area, my
eyes nearly popped out of their sockets. The scan
showed six rabbits sat out in the sun, but | knew
even with the almost silent sub sonic rounds that
I'd be lucky to bag half of them. The first was
taken from my position on the wall and the familiar
crack of the round hitting the skull told me all was
good. | had to reposition for the next couple of
shots to keep a safe backdrop and a clear shot.
Both dropped instantly. One fell into the burrow
but was easily retrieved.

| was impressed with the Summit so far, but |
was about to be further impressed. The decision
to be satisfied with the three was reassessed
when | saw a single rabbit sitting out by one of the
saplings. It was further away than my 55m zero,
the rangefinder giving me a distance of 94m.
Giving it the right amount of holdover and
knowing the shot was safe, | corrected my
breathing and | felt like a biathlete (well, almost) as
the Summit sent the Eley Hollow down range.
With a crack, the bunny fell forward, kicked a little,
then stopped. | felt like a gold medallist, but would
have to make do with the single grey squirrel and
the four rabbits.

The Summit had me hooked, and a further
outing on the same land saw me take another
three squirrels and seven more rabbits. It'll be a
sad day when | go to the cabinet and reach for the
Summit, only to find that it’s gone back. [l

RABBITS

ummit is definitely
top of the class
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Finding critters
with the Finder

What a great sight - six sat out in the sun
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SHOOTING

The British Association for Shooting & Conservation

VOICE

WITH DR CONOR O"GORMAN

Lead ban proposals go too far

Conor 0’Gorman reviews proposals to ban lead ammunition for all outdoor recreational
shooting in England, Wales and Scotland

| n the last issue of Sporting Shooter | speculated
on the content of the Health and Safety
Executive’s (HSE) lead ammunition restriction
proposals before they were published. On 6 May,
the proposals were published alongside a
six-month public consultation and it turns out the
HSE has adopted a zero-risk approach targeting
every type of live quarry and outdoor recreational
shooting activity in England, Wales and Scotland.

The main proposals are as follows:

M A ban on the sale of lead shot

M A ban on the use of all types of lead
ammunition for live quarry shooting including
lead shot, shotgun slugs, lead bullets and
airgun pellets

M A ban on the use of lead shot for outdoor target
shooting with possible exemptions for licensed
athletes at licensed ranges with appropriate
environmental protection measures

M A ban on the use of lead bullets for outdoor
target shooting with possible exemptions for
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shooting at licensed ranges with appropriate
environmental protection measures

The proposed transition periods for the above
restrictions to take effect would vary from 18
months to five years. Buy-back schemes for
shotgun cartridges and rifle ammunition have
been mooted, but no details given.

What happens next?

The proposals are subject to a six-month
consultation and BASC and the other shooting
organisations are reviewing over 500 pages of
findings and firming up agreed positions. In
summary, many of the proposals are not
evidence-based and go too far. Therefore, they
will be challenged. This is especially the case for
restrictions on the use of lead ammunition for
target shooting. We will challenge proposed
restrictions where there are no viable alternatives
to lead, where socio-economic factors mean a
transition isn’t appropriate, and where lead can

HAVE
YOUR SAY!

We have until
6 November to complete the
online survey on the HSE website,
so have a look at the BASC website
for advicemore information on the
proposals and then please take
your time to register your
opinion.

HAVE YOUR SAY!

By the time you read this article, the
restriction dossier should have been
published and the consultation launched, so

have a look at the BASC website for what our
position is on the proposals, and how you can
make a difference.

basc.org.uk

continue to be used in settings that present
negligible or no risk.

We have significant concerns about the short
timeframes outlined in the dossier for transition
away from the use of lead ammunition, which
could be as short as 18 months. This is
particularly alarming in light of current global
supply chain issues. We will fight for timelines that
are realistic and guided by the sector to ensure
that the range of lead-free products and their
supply can meet market demands.

Working closely with other organisations,
we will ensure that the needs of both live quarry
and target shooting interests are considered, and
we will continue to oppose one-size-fits-all
restrictions. Over the coming months there will be
scientific scrutiny of the HSE findings and
proposals through an independent panel of
experts.

BASC has been approved as an accredited
stakeholder by HSE and we will ensure that the
proposals are robustly scrutinised and that any
future restrictions are based on evidence and
proportionate to identified risks. We will not
accept disproportionate restrictions that unfairly
disadvantage shooting activities.

A draft socio-economic opinion on the
impact of the HSE proposals will follow
later this year or early 2023, which
will also be open to public
consultation.

The review will culminate in
recommendations being
submitted no later than April
2023 to the Secretary of State

for Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs for consideration. A
legislative proposal will be likely
thereafter subject to parliamentary
scrutiny and consultation with
devolved administrations.

If we have concerns that the resulting
legislative proposals are disproportionate and
will damage shooting, we will lobby for them to
be revised. W
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TICKETSTO
THE GAME FAIR

We have five pairs of adult day tickets to give away to
this year’s fabulous Game Fair in Warwickshire

e Game Fair returns to Ragley Hall in

Warwickshire from 29 to 31 July. Over the
course of the weekend, more than 120,000
visitors are expected to attend what promises to
be a fantastic celebration of fieldsports and
country life, run again this year by Stable Events.
The packed itinerary includes a wealth of exciting
displays, thrilling competitions, educational
demonstrations and plenty of opportunities to get
stuck in.

Visitors can have a go at shooting, participate
in competitions to win some superb prizes, and
watch some fantastic demonstrations. BASC will
be on hand providing one-to-one lessons and a
‘Shooting Experience’ for newcomers and there
will be opportunities to test lead-free sustainable
shotgun cartridges from brands such as Eley,
BioAmmo and Joker. The CPSA will also be
offering visitors have-a-go clay shooting with an
instructor.
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In addition to all the activities and browsing
almost 1,000 stalls featuring some of the biggest
names in shooting, you can enjoy a VIP
experience at the Investec Enclosure with a
bespoke game-based menu created by TV chef
James Martin, visit the Falconry Village to catch
some bird of prey demos, scope out some art and
antiques in the LAPADA Pavillion, make your own
ice cream with the Salcombe Dairy, or simply
have a refreshing pint at Guy Ritchie’s Bar!

ENTRY FEES

ADULT:
£29 in advance for one day or
£58 for three days

FAMILY:
£69 in advance for one day or
£140 for three days

CHILDREN (8-16):
£10 in advance for one day or
£30 for three days

FOR TICKETS VISIT:
thegamefairtickets.org/p/gamefair

HOW TO ENTER

We have five pairs of adult day
tickets to give away. To be in with a
chance of winning, simply answer the
following question:

Who is running this year’s
Game Fair?

Please send your answers to:
competitions@sportingshooter.co.uk

Closing date: 1 July 2022
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KEEPER'S COUNTRY

I WITH ADAM SMITH

Rearing fears

The price of wheat notwithstanding, there’s a whole world of potential pitfalls and hazards
between a hatchling and a high pheasant, as Adam Smith knows only too well

“ any a pheasant’ll die just to spite yer, and
there ain’t nothing known to man as’ll stop
‘em, neither!” My old mentor Stan Button surely
knew what he was talking about, because for all
the care and attention you may provide,
pheasants can be ungrateful critters.

If you rear your own birds from laying stock,
you might watch the eggs hatch, perhaps even
mothering some by gently easing a chick from the
confines of its shell. As they grow and mature
you’ll provide them with warmth, food and
protection from vermin and the elements as you
guide them through the first eight or so weeks of
their lives from brooder house to nursery run to
rearing pen.

And assuming your husbandry is as good as it
should be and you escape the major ravages of
any diseases they can fall victim to, plus the
vagaries of ‘unseasonable’ weather, you'll still
expect to lose a tithe simply because that’s
nature’s way. Quite apart from chilling, drowning
and suffocation, such aberrations as cross-bill,
spraley foot, wryneck and other oddities all tend
to end in tears. Even one white wing feather can
prove terminal for some, as his or her mates
continuously peck at it out of curiosity or spite.
And yet the real spite has played no part, so far.

It’s often when they make the move to the
release pens that the fun really starts. Not from
major losses, the sort you might find when the
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pen is deadly quiet as you arrive at first light and
your sinking feeling is confirmed as you come
across the first decapitated poult, followed by
another, and another, since even such relatively
rare disasters can be explained away. It might
make you want to blast the last fox on earth into
very small pieces, but this too is nature’s way
when any successful predator is presented with a
huge and generously available food source. As
akeeper, it’s your job to reduce such
accidental opportunities to a
minimum.

But no, it’s not the major hits.
The sort of losses I'm talking
about are minor, literally a bird

WRITE IN!
The shooting scene
certainly has its fair share of
interesting characters, and we

mesh wire and an upright support post. How did
he find his way into such a near non-existent
space? Why hadn’t he the wit to push all the way
through, or pull back out to safety? What a stupid
way to die, pinned in a personal, custom-built
dead end.
And then there’s the young hen, hanging
upside down with one foot trapped between two
crossed hazel boughs, wings hanging limp and
useless. How did she manage that?
What freak combination of mistiming,
wind gust and bad luck resulted in
the end of her life?
Actually, these are quite
inventive suicides since pheasant

here and a bird there, but their o to hearyorn sto!'les. poults can also find the means to
. . Email news@sporting ) .
bloody-minded idiocy represents Stidtor ok drown themselves in an inch of

a slap in the face for all that care
and attention you provided, all the
nurturing from bumble-bee-sized
day-olds to pigeon-sized poults. And these losses
don’t include the odd bird with the flesh nibbled
and sucked off a thigh by a passing hedgehog, a
body dragged out through a pop-hole by arat, or
head pulled off and breast feathers left encircling
the body courtsey of a sparrowhawk strike.
Annoying, yes, but still only nature’s way.

The losses that really wind you up are all Percy
and Prunella Poult’s own work. Like the one you
might find wedged and dead between the pen

water, choke on a bit of string they
must have thought was a worm, and
even hammer a fellow fledgling cock bird’s
brain out in a burst of macho pride, but each is
perhaps an ultimate frustration of the job. You
spend all the hours you're given to make sure the
vast majority lead contented, cosseted and
protected lives, and a few pay you back by finding
the most obscure and unlikely ways to end it all.
And it’s not, like | said, the major, gut-wrenching
losses from fox attack or disease that make you
want to stamp and fume. They just make you see
red. It’s the odd, rare, and utterly unnecessary

" Desgpit -ourbest efforts, such-as the provisior of this
<fox-proofreentry-funnetona pen;-pheasantsstill
i ilkthemgelves atan alarming rate:

ind 8 way




KEEPER'S COUNTRY

death that makes you say: “You stuuupid little
b***r! What d’you want to do that for?’

Yet despite it all, keepers are still politicians -
cabinet level, some of them — when it comes to
being ‘economical with the truth’ especially where
numbers of birds reared and released are
concerned. With this in mind, you might encounter
the occasional expert who comes up with twaddle
like: “You won’t believe this, but | put x-hundred
(or x-thousand) birds to wood a week and more
ago and I've not lost one yet!”

He's absolutely right, | wouldn’t believe it. What
| would believe is that he’s not walked the pen
perimeter enough times, nor wandered around in
the pen itself, not just the occasional saunter
along the feed rides, but deep in the thicker cover
patches. I'd put a fair bet on him being surprised
by what he might find!

All that said, there’s one particular gem from
the Stan Button bible that hasn’t stood the test of
time. He told me when he retired, close to 60
years ago now, that shooting was on its last legs
and | should make the most of this new job
because I'd be redundant in a year or so.

“You hev a bit 0’ fun, booi, then goo back to
bein’ an artist,” he says. (| was a designer when
offered his job.) “There’s a bliddy soight more
money in ‘un, thass a fact.”

True, he was born in the horse-drawn era,
before the days of tractors and chainsaws, and
thought these inventions of the devil spelled the
death knell of the keepers’ way of life anyway, but
| still coped for near enough the next 20 years and
my eldest continues to follow in my footsteps.

And yet this season does seem to hold more
than its fair share of fraught, not least the cost of
feeding your birds. Yes, the sport continues to be
popular and continues to cope with many of
today’s pressures, but a pretty high number of
shoots, of all sorts of sizes, have folded over the
past few years for a variety of reasons. And right
now there’s one factor that might tip the balance
and persuade some to call it a day - the price of
wheat.

Counting the cost

Last year, wheat prices peaked at around £150 a
ton. This year, thanks to the potential loss of
production from Ukraine, also known by many as
Europe’s bread basket, it looks as though the
harvest might halve in volume and double in price.
And that’s looking on the bright side, according to
some. Factor in that not very long ago, wheat was
selling at around £80 per ton and that’s the sort of
reality which has begun to tip the scales against
some shoots and may well increase the pressure
on others.

And as if all this weren’t enough, bird flu in
France has dramatically cut the egg production
and sale on which many major UK shoots depend
for their day-olds and poults.

What's the answer? In world terms, to be
honest, | don't have a clue, but in one little way we

i —_
If you can get youﬁalid
on tail corn, once the
wheat has been cleaned;
this Wu money
on food - and-give poults

the opportunity to scratch

should make more use of tail corn. Tail corn, for
those that might not know, is the ‘rubbish’, the
small, shrivelled grains, weed seeds and other
oddments that fall through the sieves of the
cleaners in the corn stores. Generally, it builds up
in heaps under the winnowers where it simply
attracts rats on many farms and gets bagged or
fills a trailer or two on wiser ones. Standard
practice is to dump the odd trailer load of this
underrated food in heaps around the shoot for the
birds to dip at when the fancy takes them - but to
help keep costs down, try mixing it with full-grain
wheat instead.

Of course, it will bulk out the feed which makes
it go further. But better than that, it will add variety
to the birds’ diet. Don’t dismiss the idea because
you think it will simply reduce the feed quality.
Pheasants are galliformes, members of the
chicken family, and their instinctive feeding style is
to scratch for their food. In fact, chicks start
almost as soon as they hatch. So giving your birds

A low-carb diet for'the birds helps make
them better flyérs

something to scratch for adds more than variety,
it adds interest, and interested birds have less
time to get bored and spiteful. Each and every
little dried-up wheat, barley or oat seed, dock, fat
hen, or any of the scores of weed seeds that mix
with the tail corn, will provide a bit of excitement
—and you've only got to watch birds scratching,
kicking fat grains to one side in their search for
what they see as more rewarding titbits to prove
the point.

There are other benefits to a leaner diet. Fat
corn, and most especially whole grain maize, puts
weight on birds like burgers on bums and
overweight birds don’t make much of a job of high
flying. Cut down the carbs, make your birds work
for their welfare, and the results when they get
airborne can come as a surprise. It's actually
simple things like this that can transform a shoot,
so don't think that feeding top-quality grub will
always do your birds a favour; sometimes peasant
fodder adds pheasant power. ll

=]
~
=]
=
z
]
=
=
=1
=
(e
==
=}
=
2.
=

www.sportingshooter.co.uk 59
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G T SHOOTING | RS lolonnex:

LIKE US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

COMPLETE
RETAIL BUSINESS FOR SALE

Popular well stocked gunshop in
Coulsdon with a wide customer base and
good access via A23 and M25.

Established and well respected for last 28 years.

Large selection of firearms, shotguns,
airguns, reloading equipment and accessories.

Scope for increasing sales via internet

FOLLOW US ON |
FACEBOOK AND TWITTER

- WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/ @CLAYSHOOTERMAG
TWITTER.COM/SPORTINGSMAG

Please enquire at

gtshooting@gmail.com or 020 8660 6843

IN THE MEANTIME IT WILL BE
BUSINESS AS USUAL

W4 SOLWAY! EEDERS

‘ GAME & POULTRY REARING EQUIPMENT

I

Solway Automatic Feeder

Regarded as one of the best
machines on the market. Has a digital
timer which will feed up to 6 times
per day, run time from 0-59 seconds.
Generous hopper capacity of approx.
114Kg wheat. Heavy duty 12volt
motor and pressure treated legs.

Four Catch Larsen Trap

Manufactured form galvanised
weldmesh in our own workshop. The
trap has four catching compartments
and a central call bird compartment.
It uses the same doors and treadle
plates as the round multi catch trap,
making it a very successful trap.
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Digital Smart Feeder

6 Volt DIY feeder kit, designed to
bolt onto any suitable hopper.
Feeds up to 6 times per day,
maximum feed spread approx.
15 feet. Requires 6volt dry cell
lantern battery or rechargeable
6v battery (not provided).

3 Door Game Crate

Has three doors. One sliding door is
positioned on top of the crate and
two side doors allow birds to escape
in their own time. Designed for
transporting game bird poults, it can
also be used as an easy and versatile
way of moving poultry around.

www.solwayfeeders.com

Double Entry Fox Trap
Constructed from heavy duty weld
mesh, two metres long, with central

treadle plate designed to operate
both doors simultaneously.
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Tim is Development Officer for the

National Gamekeepers’ Organisation (NGO)

KEEPERING

The beautiful game

Tim Weston looks at the mistakes made in other fields and asks whether more effective
self-regulation in shooting sports could stop us going down the same path

hose of you who follow football will have seen

that the government have committed to
installing an independent regulator who will be
looking over the Premier League. Those of you
who don't follow football, please bear with me
because there is some relevance to shooting
sports. The government is planning legislation to
implement the findings of Tracey Crouch’s
Fan-led Review of Football Governance. This calls
for major changes in the way English football is
run, with the government imposing an
independent regulator (IREF) and mandating
major changes to the way clubs are managed. It
seems that for too long, football has been allowed
to make up its own rules and effectively govern
itself. It that a bad thing? Well, no, | don’t think so.
Self-regulation is a really important part of
showing and doing the right thing, something that
football obviously has fallen foul of according to
the Crouch report.

Shooting sports are at a similar crossroads with
regards to regulation and self-regulation, though
we are a bit different because there are a number
of laws and regulations that affect what we do and
how we do it. That goes from gamekeepers and
shoot managers on large, small and even DIY and
Farm Shoots to those of us who go out pigeon
shooting, for example.

Most of us will be in possession of a shotgun or
firearms certificate (or both) which are heavily
regulated. Those involved in running shoots of all
sizes have many regulations that they must know
and adhere too, the Countryside and Wildlife Act,
the Game Act, the Spring Traps Order, the Animal
Humane Trapping Standards, Food Hygiene
Regulations, to name but a few. There are also
many codes that a gamekeeper / shoot manager
should stick to, first and foremost the Code of
Good Shooting Practice, as well as many
others such as the Defra code of Snaring,
the Game Rearing code, and others.
Those of you who go out protecting
farmer’s crops need to know about

and understand the general licence Tojoin the.NGO’ goto

system and realise that there are www.nahonalgame

obligations upon you as responsible keepers.org.uk and help
defend your sport.

people. But given the fact that we
already have all these codes and laws,
do we need to start to self-regulate?
Let’s take another look at football. They had
over 100 years of self-regulation and did some
very good things. But as the game became more
of a business, they seem to have lost their way a
little. Is it starting to sound familiar? Shooting
sports have a massive net gain for wildlife, wild

SHOW
YOUR SUPPORT

places, habitat and biodiversity, as well as human
wellbeing and economic benefits to rural places
and lives. However, it is the very few people who
do not always adhere to the law or follow
guidelines that bring us all into disrepute.

That said, it is the same for any sector. There
are bad police officers, bad gamekeepers, and
bad shop keepers, so it is up to us to show that
we are doing things the right way.

Call in the professionals

If you are unsure of what you should be doing or
what the shoot you are shooting on should be
doing, the first place to look is the Code of Good
Shooting Practice. This has been put together by
the relevant bodies and consolidates all the
legalities and codes into one place. However, if
you want to be able to prove to others that your
shoot or the shoot you are shooting on is doing
what the code says and going a bit further, there
are now two options available. The first is the
British Game Assurance (BGA). The BGA are now
going into their fifth season and are an
organisation that use an independent auditor to
look at your shoot from the top down and make
sure that it is doing everything it should be. It
looks at all of your processes and practices, and
gives the buyer of the shooting (and of the game
meat) an assurance that you have met the highest
standards possible throughout.

Your second option is a new kid on the bloke
called Trusted Game. Trusted Game is more of a
health and welfare audit conducted by your
specialist game bird vet. The idea of Trusted

witHTiMwesToN Tl

Game is to show that the rearing, releasing, and
care of your game birds is up to the strictest
standards. | suppose it is similar to the RSPCA
farming standards used in restaurants and shops.
The BGA would be comparable to the Red Tractor
scheme. Both are recognisable by consumers,
and | hope that in the not-too-distant future both
the BGA and Trusted Game will be just as familiar
to those of us who buy shooting and game meat.

Why is it important that shoots start to look at
schemes like Trusted Games or the BGA? Well, if
we look back at football and the Premier League,
they have had years of self-governance and not
got it right so they will have regulation forced
upon them. Both come at a cost. Self-regulation
will cost money. Trusted Game is just £100 or
£200 per year for a shoot and the BGA somewhat
more, but the alternative could be much more
costly in terms of both financial outlay and real
legislative restrictions on what we can do.
Examples could include being allowed to release
game birds under license only. Trapping and
conservation work could well go the same way,
which will only have negative effects for wildlife in
the long run.

| feel it is best that we all start to look inwards
and at joining schemes that fit your shoot, or
starting with something like Trusted Game where
you will be working with your vet. If you don’t have
one you should, and it should be a specialist
game bird vet no matter how large or small your
shoot is. Let’s all make a difference and start
doing the right thing by getting on the road to
self-regulation before it’s too late. [l
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SEED MIXES

I WITH CHRIS BRIGHT

arbon mitigation

We speak to managing director of Bright Seeds, Chris Bright, about how the lessons learnt
through recent trials could help the shooting industry mitigate our carbon emissions

Why do you want to become carbon neutral
before the government’s target?

It’s not really the case that we are trying to
deliberately beat the government’s target, or
make a show of becoming carbon neutral before
anybody else. Put simply, we want to become
carbon neutral as soon as we possibly can - as
should any business that has the potential to do
so —and we believe we are well on course to
achieve this before 2050, perhaps even

before 2030.

Using mixes such as the ‘Autumn Bumble
;Bird” could help provide financial to
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For us, the purchasing of the farm, and building
the new offices, presented an opportunity to
become self-sufficient and sustainable. We
previously rented our office space, and this was
the first time we’ve been able to put money into
something we’ve owned. With that in mind, and
considering the environmental pressures and
rising energy bills that we all face, we wanted to
make the farm as green as we could.

Obviously, becoming carbon neutral has
business benefits too, with many larger
companies wanting to hit their own carbon targets
by working with smaller, carbon-neutral
businesses - often known as preferred suppliers.
Furthermore, working towards a neutral target
helps the long-term security of Bright Seeds.

What are you doing to mitigate your carbon?
The key for us, certainly as a starting point, was to
make the building as energy efficient as possible
—this includes the offices, warehouses, meeting
rooms and the kitchen. To do this, we have 72
solar panels on the roof that power a ground
source heat pump, running the

underground heating throughout the

building - which is by far the most

almost neutral, with the majority of it being offset
by the solar panels. And, we are currently looking
into using only electric forklifts in the warehouse.

We are also carrying out some exciting R&D
trials on our cover crop demo site, having
partnered with a high-end, independent research
facility and a very well-known estate.

Can you tell us more about these

ongoing trials?

Well, | can go into the basics of what we are
looking at and what we are trying to achieve,
though the results so far, and what they’ve shown
us, are currently off limits [Chris laughs].

Fundamentally, we are looking at various
agricultural and environmental crops and
evaluating the carbon uptake of each individual
plant. We are doing this for a range of stewardship
mixtures — including GS4, AB9 and many more.
We're also looking at the ability of wildflowers to
take in atmospheric carbon.

With all of our stewardship mixtures, we already
know that they provide a financial benefit to the
farmer or grower, with the government

providing funding for growing them,
and they provide a wider

Making yoi
efficient form of heating. It also ahng . ur. : environmental benefit — such as
farms as self-sufficient C o
heats our hot water. as possible could help feeding wild birds or assisting
Additionally, our electricity is reduce your escalating biodiversity. But, if there is an
energy bills.
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opportunity to show that a plant is absorbing
more carbon than others, we can then start
thinking about carbon credits and these credits
becoming a very useful farm commodity.

The current situation is seeing farmers growing
crops specifically for carbon uptake, with trees
being a popular choice. However, if we can find
crops that benefit the wildlife and the farmer
financially through the creation of carbon credits,
we feel this could be a real win-win.

Without going into too much detail, the
research centre we are working with is looking to
quantify carbon readings using satellites and then
assessing these readings on the ground, helping
them to calibrate the readings so they are
accurate.

And can cover crops play a key role in this
carbon reduction?

Yes, definitely. The majority of crops that we

are using in this trial are cover crops to one
degree or another. The most important things are,
as mentioned, looking for multiple benefits in
these mixtures and designing a tried and tested
system that accurately judges carbon uptake and
carbon levels.

A lot of the current carbon uptake work, though
being somewhat useful, relies on guess work. If
this remains, there is no sure way to precisely
measure and therefore monetise carbon.

Are you involved in the Sustainable
Farming Incentive?

Yes, as this is basically ELMS, and we do
considerable work in growing seed crops and
supplying these products to other farms and
estates. So, you could say we are involved in a
supply sense.

It’s not a big farm we have here, and the way to
advance is to grow high value products that we
can utilise. Not every farmer can do it, but as seed
merchants we specialise in it.

How can other farms or estates work to
mitigate their carbon?

Well, I'm sure people reading this are already in
the know on many aspects of this. But the one
main point | would make is to ensure that every bit

of land is utilised to its full potential. Ground left
fallow or bare isn’t good for anything - the more

‘Ground left fallow or
bare isn’t good for
anything —the more that
IS growing, the
greater the level of
carbon uptake’

that is growing, the greater the level of carbon
uptake.

Also, carrying out the minimal cultivation that
works for each farm is helpful. This depends on
ground, soil type and more, but less cultivation
means less carbon released back into the
atmosphere.

How can we get others interested in carbon?
Can we bridge the gap between farms and
consumers?
First and foremost, talking to people on the
ground and educating them will help. And | don’t
just mean educating people on the wider issue
- the general public are more aware than ever of
their environmental footprint. | googled ‘How to
reduce your carbon footprint?’ a few days ago,
and food is the first thing that came up.

What I'm talking about is educating consumers
on how food is produced, so they can realise

PICTURE: CHANTAL2821/ Gl

first-hand what needs to be done to cut carbon. In
my opinion, the farm, and not just ours, needs be
used as a vehicle to bridge the disconnect
between the carbon story and consumer
purchasing behaviour.

It’s also important that we help people
understand, rather than making people feel bad or
guilty. We work with several colleges and local
schools and always take time to explain to this
younger generation about carbon mitigation,
stewardship crops and the biodiversity work that
goes on —and speaking to this generation helps
ensure a sustainable future.

Some of the latest research from The Carbon
Trust found that two thirds of consumers think
carbon labelling is a good idea. | think forward-
thinking ideas like this could really help
consumers comprehend what goes on - instead
of just thinking that something like a vegan diet,
for example, is the answer. [l

Installing solar panels on the roof of a barn
is a significant investment, but could help
safeguard your spending in the future

I
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TICKETS TO THE GWCT
SCOTTISH GAME FAIR

To celebrate the return of this popular event, we are giving
readers the chance to win one of five pairs of adult day tickets

e GWCT Scottish Game Fair returns to

Scone Palace, Scotland, from 1 to 3 July 2022
and features an incredible range of displays,
demonstrations, have-a-go attractions and
exhibitions. With so much to see and do during
the event, which is once again sponsored by NFU
Mutual, visitors might need to make a list to
ensure they don’t miss any of the highlights. As
well as the usual array of delights for foodies,
Stirling-born celebrity chef and restaurateur Nick
Nairn makes his debut at the fair, plus the

PICTURE: GEORGE GUNN
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ever-popular Gunmaker’s Row, where you can
expect an enormous range of new and used
shotguns, accessories and clothing from all the
leading brands, is set to make another
appearance. There will also be clay shooting
experiences organised by Pentangle Shooting
Services and Buchan Field Sports, with their
teams on hand to offer expert advice throughout
the weekend.

Another huge draw will be The World of
Gundogs. As well as displays and experts

on hand to answer questions, there will be a
range of competitions aiming to replicate the
conditions in the field and test gundogs on their
hunting, marking and retrieving abilities, as well as
their steadiness to shot. Categories already
confirmed for this year include spaniel and
retriever tests, junior handler tests and the
ever-popular scurry as well as the Four Nations
International, which sees spaniel and retriever
teams from Scotland, England, Ireland and Wales
compete head-to-head.

TICKETS

ADULT:
£20 for one day, £36 for two,
or £56 for three

FAMILY:
£46

CHILDREN (8-16):
£6 for one day, £10 for two and £15 for three

FOR TICKETS VISIT:
stableevents.yourticketpurchase.com/p/
scottishfair

HOW TO ENTER

We have five pairs of adult day tickets
to give away. To be in with a chance
of winning, simply answer the
following question:

Who is the sponsor of this
year’s Scottish Game Fair?

Please send your answers to:
competitions@sportingshooter.co.uk

Closing date: 20 June 2022




6 Black Lab
Some dogs go above and beyond the call
of duty and end up being life savers. Literally..!

6 Gundog Vet
Many dogs love working and training in
water, but be wary of submerged dangers.

7 Deer tracking
Alex Hatton shares how he has trained
his Large Munsterlander to track lost deer.

7 Gundog Focus
The importance of using body langauge
when communicating with your dog.

7 Gundog Diary
Emrys learns how to deal with the
dynamics of working in a pack.

8 Products
Everything you need to bring out the
best in your dog from whistles to dummies.

8 Ask the experts
Advice from weaning your dog off a
squeaky toy, to letting go of the dummy.

HOWARD’S TIP
OF THE MONTH:

A,

Ensure you keep training sessions short and
sweet... Leave them wanting more!

PICTURE: HOWARD KIRBY

Howard Kirby

Gundog Trainer
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A dog called Fatty

Memories of our dogs are one of the many rewards of a lifetime spent shooting. This month
our columnist recalls one particularly faithful Labrador who was certainly one of a kind

t was during the late 1940s that my dad went to
alarge farm for the annual ‘trosh’. At that time

he was foreman for a threshing contractor, and by
sheer coincidence the gentleman farmer
mentioned that his Labrador bitch had just
whelped a litter of pups. The dam and sire had a
fine pedigree lineage, but my dad was not unduly
interested because in those days working men
made do with working mongrels. Even so, the
farmer insisted Dad take a look, and amongst the
even litter was a large, plump, curiously grey-
coloured dog-pup. It seemed that the ‘blue’ dog
(he was similar in colour to a Weimeraner) with a
white chest flash was a genetic throwback and
the farmer wanted him gone before any of his
upper-crust cliqgue came to view the litter, lest
they think the line was not pure. So, when dad left
the farm at the end of the week he parted with a
couple of quid and brought home the chubby
pup, who we immediately christened Fatty.

We always had several dogs (most for shooting

Fatty was a miich=loved, and ﬁuck—%mired, /
member of the family ! y

4

RO 7]
.

b

g

PICTURES: BLACK LAB

66  www.sportingshooter.co.uk

or rabbiting, others as ratters which travelled to
work with Dad) and most of the pack slept outside
in kennels. The pup spent the day indoors and
slept at night in the wooden lean-to porch/
workshop/wood-store/boot-room adjoining the
kitchen, and this never changed. By the time he
was 12-months old we rarely bothered locking up
at night for, despite his kind nature, Fatty was a
sharp guard dog. Thinking back, the others out in
the yard were pretty good burglar alarms, too!

The pup grew quickly, and as a result of
spending so much time around people he had a
calm, laid-back manner. His basic obedience in
the yard was excellent, my dad only having to
speak the dog’s hame and touch the peak of his
cap to have him jog to heel. However, it was when
dad introduced him to the shooting field that we
realised he was something special.

| won’t pretend my dad was a Field Trial
standard trainer, but he always had useful working
dogs. If they didn’t make the grade for work, they

WRITE
INTO US!

We would love to hear about
the dogs that you have loved
and worked over the years.
Turn to page 30 for details
of how to get in touch.

were soon rehomed as pets. Times were hard and
dad’s mantra of “might as well feed a good ‘un as
a bad ‘un” always took precedence.

On the scent

Dad'’s true sporting love was rough shooting, and
Fatty soon proved himself useful at flushing and
was swift on the retrieve. Spaniel men used to
claim that Labs walked around brambles, but this
was only partially true of Fatty. As my dad often
recalled, if Fatty got on a scent the whole hedge
would shake as he barged through the thickest of
cover - but ONLY if his nose told him game was
present. He would have been eliminated from a
Field Trial after the first shot because he habitually
committed the cardinal sin of “running in” after
any fallen bird, but in those days few rough
shooters considered this a bad habit.

Although | now have immense admiration for
the patience and skill of Fied Trial trainers and
handlers, | often think a hasty dog like Fatty
actually put more runners in the bag than those
well-behaved Trial dogs, at least when rough
shooting in rough cover.

My dad farmed some parish land, and a few
times each season his friend Harry organised
shoot days with several other local farmers and
smallholders with adjoining land. It was on
one of these shoots that my dad shot
at a cock pheasant that flew

unsighted beyond a tall hedge.

Despite dad’s whistles, Fatty

charged off in pursuit and he

eventually returned two drives later

carrying the dead cock pheasant
that must have towered when out of
sight. After that, Fatty developed a
knack for following pricked birds.

One morning during the Christmas school
holiday of 1951 there was a knock at the door and
a local farmer told Mum that they were having a
shoot and had six birds lost; could they borrow
Fatty? | was about 12, so | took the dog along and
found the Guns standing on the edge of a beet
field watching some spaniels and a couple of
mongrels wandering aimlessly about in the roots.

“Get them beggars out!” said a farming
neighbour. “Fred’s owd blue-dawg is here; he'll
soon get ‘em picked.”

He wasn’t wrong, either. Within 10 minutes
Fatty had picked all the missing birds and the
Guns gave me a couple of bob for my trouble.

After a few incidents like that, Fatty’s reputation
went before him and Dad would often loan him
out to friends who had weekday shoot invites. As



Black Lab is a lifelong shooter and avid countryman

COUNTRY LIFE

Bonnie, another fantastic
worked by the family.:
I R o

he got older, the dog would work for anyone he
knew although he never lost his tendency to go
self-employed on blind retrieves.

Fatty always had a soft mouth, and dad used
this to his advantage. Whenever he was thinning
out his flock of 50-plus free-range hens he’d
simply point at an elderly hen and say “get it”.
Even if Fatty picked the wrong bird it didn’t matter
as the Light Sussex hen would hardly have a
ruffled feather and he’d soon retrieve the right bird
when corrected.

A funny part of Fatty’s character was his
faithfulness. One evening, Dad was repairing a
broken Powell bailer on his parish land. When it
was too dark to work, he came home. He thought
Fatty was with him, but although we had a hunt
around the yard there was no sign of him. As |
had already had one dog stolen, | feared the worst
but two days later we went down the common
only to find Fatty sitting on the old tweed jacket
that dad had thrown down while working. We
often wondered how much longer Fatty would
have gone without food before walking the mile
back home.

When a threshing drum had a major
breakdown, dad called in a specialist to fix it. The
engineer had to crawl beneath the drum to
complete the repair, and my tractor-mad
four-year-old brother David decided to help. Fatty
was David’s unofficial minder, and when the
toddler crawled under the drum the dog followed
and began growling at the engineer who pleaded
with my brother to go inside — he dare not move in
case Fatty pinned him! Finally, my mum came
outside to look for David and the relieved engineer
was able to depart to his next job.

Weeks later, my mother was feeding the hens
when she found an itinerant scrap metal dealer
begging for help while cornered by Fatty in one of
dad’s sheds. It turned out he was “looking for

Clever Fatty saved my brother one harvest when he
crawled under the threshing drum on the farm

scrap” when Fatty had bounded across and
jumped up to hit the man squarely on the chest
and knock him to the ground. For some reason,
the dealer failed to return to give Dad a price...

On spring evenings, my dad would often take a
drive around the farm tracks and regularly shoot a
dozen rabbits from the car on the way. By this
time, Fatty knew the routine and, when told, he
would launch himself out of the back door window
after each successful shot to retrieve the rabbit. It
wasn’t unknown for him to return the same way in
his youth!

One publican had a sideline in game dealing
and the sale of the coneys helped keep father in
beer money. Dad was enjoying a pint after such a
jaunt when the village constable strode in and
took Dad to task for leaving his .22 Martini-Henry
rifle on the back seat of his unlocked car. Dad told
the officer that if he could get the rifle then he
would face the full consequences of the law and
the cop confidently went outside to do so. A few
moments later, he returned, looking ashen-faced.
Fatty had been asleep in the back of the ageing
Wolseley 6/80, ironically one of the famous
ex-police specials’, and had set himself at the
constable as soon as he reached through the
open window. Dad bought the constable a pint
and got away with a stern warning. He did
become rather more security conscious after that!

Royal ancestory

There is no doubt about it, Fatty certainly earned
his keep during his busy life. He retrieved
everything legal at the time, from jack snipe all the
way up to greylag geese. | shared a lot of my early
shooting adventures with that dog, who | have
since come to believe was what is now known as
a ‘silver’ Labrador. The white chest flash and Bolo
pads on his feet have led me to romantically
wonder if he was a descendant of Lady Home'’s

dual champion Banchory Bolo, a famous dog in
the 1920s. Several of my subsequent black Labs
have also had Bolo pads, allegedly still a sign of
being a descendant of Banchory Bolo.

Despite Fatty’s prodigous stamina, old age
inevitably took its toll and after a long day in the
field the poor old dog would hobble home. My
mother always showed him great sympathy and
allowed him to lie before the fire to warm his
bones. Mind you, come the next morning | only
had to reach into the corner behind the kitchen
door, the habitual storage place for our guns in
those days, and Fatty would join me, his tail
wagging and his aches and pains temporarily
forgotten.

My dad was a hard man who owned dozens
of dogs during his life, but Fatty was the only
one | saw him to be visibly upset about at his
passing. Perhaps | remember Fatty through
rose-tinted glasses but, if my musings have given
you reason to reflect on one of your own past
canine friends, then my trip down memory lane
has been worthwhile. [l

Fatty had ‘Bolo
marks’ on his
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GUNDOG VET & 8o

Vicky is a keen shooter and qualified vet

Choppy waters

We all love splashing about in water with our dogs, especially during warm weather, but
Vicky Payne urges us to be aware of dangers lurking beneath the surface

Summer will hopefully provide us with some
warm, dry weather ideal for introducing young
dogs to water, as well as providing the fun of a
water test for more competitive types. But before
you throw that dummy in, it is wise to consider
some of the dangers that water poses to our
gundogs.

Submerged objects

Try to use water that you are familiar with for
training. Unfortunately, some ponds have been
used as dumping grounds and may hide sharp
metal or lengths of rope under the surface. Even
broken branches can cause injuries, especially if
your dog likes to leap into the water. Avoid
swimming your dog through water lilies as the
stems can catch their legs and cause a panic.

Cold water
Although our dogs have fur which traps air a little
like a wetsuit, they can still suffer from cold shock
if they dive straight into deep cold water. Cold
shock causes a sharp intake of breath followed by
hyperventilation and shutting down of the
peripheral circulation. This stops the muscles
working, which means the dog can’t swim.

Allow dogs to paddle before they do any
swimming to help them acclimatise to the water

i
et your dng acglim sed to ;he col
hlt;* nai‘llng betn sendlng hlm.ln

temperature. Hypothermia becomes a problem if
dogs have been wet and cold for a long time, so

warm and dry dogs quickly after swimming if the
weather turns cold (and on shoot days).

Water and salt intoxication
Swallowing water is less of a problem for trained
gundogs making controlled retrieves than it is for
pet dogs catching balls. However, there is still a
risk. If dogs ingest large volumes of fresh water, it
dilutes the sodium levels in the bloodstream. This
causes water to flood into the cells which can
cause tissue and organ damage. If the brain cells
swell, brain damage and death can occur. If a dog
swallows excess salt water this will initially cause
vomiting and diarrhoea. If the dog doesn’t have
access to fresh water high levels of sodium in the
blood can cause organ damage, muscle tremors,
seizures, and death.

Keep water play or training sessions short with
lots of breaks and ensure you take fresh water to
the beach.

Blue-green algae

This is actually a bacteria called
cyanobacteria found in freshwater lakes,
ponds, reservoirs and slow-moving
rivers. If the weather is warm and still,

Vicky runs first
aid courses for groups.
Email vicky@
holisticvetsussex.co.uk
for further details.

keep a canine
first aid kit in your car
and in your game bag on

Got a dog health problem?

Email questions to
news@sportingshooter.co.uk

or submit questions on our website:
www.sportingshooter.co.uk/ask-the-experts

large blooms may form, creating a green,
blue-green, or brown foamy scum on the water.
Some types of cyanobacteria are highly toxic to
dogs. Symptoms include vomiting, diarrhoea,
weakness, confusion, drooling, and collapse.
These signs can occur within minutes to hours.
Without supportive treatment, dogs can die of
blue-green algae poisoning. Look out for signs
warning of blue-green algae and seek urgent
veterinary attention if your dog is unwell after
water training.

Drowning
Dogs are pretty good swimmers, but may get into
trouble if they enter a fast-flowing river, rough sea,
fall through ice, or become caught on submerged
objects. Never leap into water to save a dog as
human fatalities are common in these situations.
Instead, encourage your dog to a safe exit point
or use rescue equipment to keep yourself safe.
If your dog is conscious, get them warm and
dry on the way to the vet. They may need
treatment if they have inhaled water. If
your dog is unconscious, start
CPR to try and revive them. If
you you don’t know how to do
this, book yourself onto a
Canine First Aid Course! [l

Always

shoot days. You never know
when you might need to
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DEER TRACKING i s

Deer tracking with dogs

Over the years, Alex Hatton has discovered that Large Munsterlanders don’t just make great
bird dogs —they can also be trained to track lost deer, an activity both invaluable and fun

have been a fan of HPRs, and specifically Large

Munsterlanders, since | first shot woodcock over
one 16 years ago. The way the dog methodically
worked the ground was pure joy to watch and the
calmness they brought to the shot, by suddenly
stopping on point, was wonderful. Not long after
this experience, | took on my first Munster, llka, a
pup from this bitch who was everything | wanted
in a bird dog. As | got more into deer stalking, |
discovered more of what she could offer - a real
multi-tool of a breed!

Back then, there were few books to reference if
you wanted to train your dog to follow wounded
and lost deer. Trips boar shooting in Germany
showed how far ahead the Europeans were. llka
would certainly follow a hot scent and if required
had the ability to hold a deer until | got to her, but
her formal training was limited by my lack of
knowledge. She was a great companion when
looking for deer and her ability to point them
before | had even spotted them was a very useful
early warning system.

Not everyone has the time to keep dogs but

Leaving treats along the scent line is a good way
of keeping the dog’s nose to the ground
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with deer numbers steadily increasing and the
popularity of stalking on the up, a need for
tracking dogs was identified by a number of
people in the UK and so groups started to form,
as per the European tracking model. One group |
admired was the UK Deer Track and Recovery
(UK DTR). What | liked was their inclusive mantra
and no dog snobbery; their ultimate goal is to
provide a free service to stalkers who do not have
access to a tracking dog to recover their deer.

Starting out

Ilka left a big hole when she died last year,
working for me right to the end in all aspects of
my shooting. We had already put the wheels in
motion to take on a new Munsterlander pup, and
this time | decided to lean upon the UK DTR to get
her to a standard that she could track for me. At
first my aim was to simply train her for my own
use, so | set my goals low —to have a dog that
could follow a moderately old trail, when required.
Georgie was born in April 2021 and the advice
we had was to get her nose on to deer scent as

early as we could. At four weeks old, | took deer
blood, hooves (on tracking shoes) and some skin
and dragged them across a field. It's handy when
the breeder is also your friend! It was amazing to
see how keen the dogs were to follow it, even at
this age. We repeated the exercise every week
until she came home with us at eight weeks old.
Even at this young age we were triggering
something in her mind and developing her nose.
In these sessions, | popped a tiny harness on her
so she associated it with tracking.

Once home, the training continued more
regularly, but was kept fun. I laid tracks in much
the same way — skin, blood and hooves. | left
small treats along the way to encourage her nose
to the ground and left her breakfast at the end - a
winner if you have a food-orientated dog. We
were building a picture in her head of what she
needed to do to get the reward. Up until she could
go out in the wide world at around 11 weeks, we
kept it simple: 20m to 30m long, a slight turn, but
with the overall aim of getting her to succeed. |
laid the tracks, made a cuppa and then went back
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TRACKING WITHDOGS

outside and did them with her on the harness and
a long line. As the weeks progressed, we
increased the age of the track (the time between
setting it and tracking it) and on other days we
increased the length, but never the two at once.
As soon as her vaccinations were complete, |
moved the tracks to the wider countryside taking
in many different vegetation types.

Upping the ante
At four months old, we were invited by the UK
DTR to attend a training day. The day covered
how to set tracks, what equipment we needed,
tracking tips and some ‘baying’ practice. At the
end of the day, we each did a three-hour track
and received feedback afterwards. It was
explained that one of the most important aspects
was to set up your shot site. On our tracks we had
a large square marked out and inside it,
somewhere, was blood, hair and bone. The track
then went from this out of the square. The
importance of the shot site is that this is where the
dog gets to know the smell of the individual deer
that needs tracking, as in the real world it could
have been in a herd.

We went away full of enthusiasm and a clear
direction on aspects we needed to work on. There
was a three-hour puppy test coming up two
months later, and this gave us something to work
towards. The test would involve a three-hour-old
track set with hooves, 400m long, with two turns
of between 45° and 90° and no more than 100ml
of blood. The trail is not marked with tape, but the
judges know where it is by following GPS. A dog
can have three call-backs before it
would fail the test if it strays more
than 20m from the track. We
worked up to this test and before
we knew it, we were there - full

MORE INFO!

Visit ukdtr.co.uk to find
out more about getting involved

of nerves! Georgie did well, requiring no
call-backs and she was graded a ‘first’.

Seven months from our puppy test was the
20-hour tracking test. At first | could not see how
we would get there; it seemed an age away from
the puppy test. | have spent the winter setting
tracks, building up to the test standard of 800m,
20 hours old, 25ml of blood, 2 x 90° turns, and a
small backtrack of 10m (where the track
goes out and back along the same
route, before continuing). We have

surpassed 20-hour old tracks, just
so that | know she can do older,

—and if you shoot deer, put the

number of your local tracker
on your phone’s
speed dial!

Alog from follo

Using.]» a long lead helps prevent the
the track foo quick
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It's important to introduce young
dogs to deér.scent early on

and we are setting tracks on all sorts of terrain,
from woodland to open fields and mountains. We
have a pre-test training day in a few weeks, and
then it’s time to see if we can pass the test and
get on the UK DTR tracking dog register, so we
can help others.

We are getting to a standard we never thought
would be possible and the UK DTR have been
very supportive. For those looking for ways to
attain a similar standard, it's well worth pursuing.
And for those who shoot deer and need help
finding it, do not hesitate to get in touch with the
UK DTR and find a tracker in your area M
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Instructor for Working Gundogs.
He runs FarlaVale Gundogs in
North Yorkshire.
www.farlavale.co.uk

A universal language

The proper use of body language when communicating with our dogs is an essential
part of keeping our dogs connected with us at all times, as Ryan Kay explains

nd just like that it’s summer again! Summer display to the next... just having one set routine allows showgoers to pop over with their dog, have
for us here at Farlavale means gundog would ultimately bore everyone involved. a little go on the scurry and maybe have a chat
demonstrations! We’ve had to raise our game a We try to include scenarios that our own about their current training problems or issues
bit this year as far as offering different and varied customers sometimes struggle with. Every so they've been having. These chats can genuinely
content is concerned - not only to keep our often we'll even change a set according to what determine what we decide to do during a display
audience interested but to keep our cockers occurs on the day. When we’re not demonstrating at that particular show, especially if we’ve heard
interested too! With over 20 displays to do in the arena, we’re usually positioned somewhere the same problem or aspect crop up repeatedly
throughout the country show season, we need to nearby attending a gazebo with an adjacent fun before we're due to go in in the ring.
have numerous elements to draw upon from one over-the-bales scurry lane. The scurry and stall Our most recent display was at Duncombe

Park Country Fair on the outskirts of Helmsley in
North Yorkshire. The show is very much a
dog-friendly one, with terrier racing, fun dog
show, terrier show, hounds display and of course
the scurry and routine from ourselves. Our scurry
saw a real variety of breeds having a go, from the
usual Labs and spaniels to Jack Russells, poodles
and even a papillon.

The issue
The most common problem we heard from
people approaching the stall was a familiar one....
trouble with their recall. Or lack of it! We try to
explain that the problem area often isn’t their
recall at all, or at least it isn’t directly. It's how
significant they, the handler, are to the dog in
comparison to whatever interesting things they
are competing against in the outside world!
It all starts with how much an owner interacts
with their dog in the first place. It's no coincidence
that those who train their dogs on a regular basis
in an appealing and varied manner are undeniably
more interesting and higher value to their dog than
those that don’t. It often amazes me how so many
people miss this point. Cockers, springers,
Labs, flat-coated retrievers, Hungarian
Head to www. wirehaired vizslas, to name a few, are
sportingshooter.co.uk all very biddable breeds. That’s to say,
and explore the gundog they’re all breeds that are keen and
section for more great willing to be trained. They look at you
articles. for communication from the word go!
However, that look, stare or quick
check-in, will soon become less and less
if they don’t get a response from their handler/
owner in their most informative learning period;
usually the first year. The first line of
communication a dog is looking for is body
language; the universal language for all animals.
Humans, it appears, can generally be pretty
useless at communicating through body language
- with anything other than another human anyway!

The solution
vy This year, we've introduced a set that involves
WL TIEL L LR  body language only. That is, me controliing the
communication from the word go, says Ryan ;
dog silently, solely through my body movements

PICTURES: RYAN KAY
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Training talk and updates from the gundog world

The over-the-hales scurry lane provides the ;ghanea
to have fun with your dog before having a chat
with the Farlavale team

and shapes. It’s a little daring and sometimes
risky in some arenas, especially when sheep poo,
horse poo and all manner of other things have
been left in the ring before our arrival... any of
which could prove to be an outranking factor over
me and what | can offer! Nevertheless, at
Duncombe Park, we went for it, guiding, hunting
and controlling a young cocker through hand

and body movements, with high-value food as
the motivator.

That food of course goes out of the window
when on the delights of game! But if you've
worked closely enough with the dog and always
interacted in places that are stimulating to him,
then you’ve got a high chance of still having a
connected dog when it comes to working in the
shooting field. The trick, though, is to convince a
hunting dog like a spaniel or an HPR that you are
the provider of its quarry, and that convincing
should be done through body language: a guiding
hand coupled with a slight move of the shoulder
- and perhaps a bending knee initially. Always
over-exaggerate body movements with a young
learning dog, then tone it all down to simple subtle
movements as the dog learns and gets more
confident with your actions.

The early learning with regards to how
important you are (and indeed how much respect
and attention the dog shows you) should start as
soon as possible in the dog’s life, in and around
the home. Training exercises, such as you going
through doorways first, are situations that ask the
dog to think and to be in tune with what you’re
doing. These practices are traditionally described
as teaching manners, with it being more of an
inconvenience and irritant to us if the dog was to
barge through. However, insisting that these
actions happen provides the added benefit of the

dog starting to be aware of your body movements.
It may be hard for you to notice but there’s a
good chance that your dog does indeed know
you very well, especially when it comes to how
you move about. Even just the smallest of
movements and adjustments. You could, for
example, be cooking on the stove with the dog
sat behind you in the middle of the kitchen floor.
You decide to step back and move a pan over to
the sink. | guarantee a dog that’s in tune has just
made adjustments accordingly. It may have just
noticed your shoulder coming back as you moved
and in readiness has shifted its weight to its hind
quarters. It may have even taken a step back.

Tﬁé'éhdvi seis must be varied.in order to iieep the
interest of all involved: dog, handler and audience!

GUNDOG FOCUS

All this can be strategically linked to the recall. If
ultimately your movements are of interest and that
paying attention to them means it sometimes
provides a reward, i.e. a find and flush when
hunting together, then you yourself are important
to the dog. You're a source and provider of
something high value!

A perfect pair

| understand that it’s a little strange to consider
that body language will help with recall further
down the line, but | see many examples of
differing interaction from clients that come for
one-to-one lessons. Say, for example, that a

www.sportingshooter.co.uk




GUNDOG FOCUS

rather mild-mannered and simpering handler turns
up, rather quiet and coy with their hands in their
pockets. After asking them to let their dog off for a
mooch about in the training paddock, whilst we
discuss and go through a training plan, | will
invariably notice that their dog is at the other end
of the paddock or sniffing around the
perimeter. Check ins from the dog are
rare, or in the worst scenarios, never!

Now say on the other hand, that a
jovial sort of handler turns up,
gesturing with their hands whilst
they talk, moving around theatrically
whilst they describe past problems or
what they want to work on going
forward. More often than not, their dog is
very close by and paying attention. It’s barely
bothered with a sniff about and instead keeps
looking up at the handler for something to
happen. In some cases, it may lay down near its
handler’s feet. This sort of person is usually an
interactor. They’re also perhaps someone who
waffles on to their dog and natters away to them
like they’re another human. This dog will
undoubtedly have a better recall in some
situations than the owner of the former dog.

Now this sort of over-animated interaction will
certainly be eye-catching for the dog and exciting
during the first six months, but there is also a
balance to be had, because this talkative human
can inadvertently instigate a ‘nagging’ style of

* At s
o wa® .
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TOPTIP

While it’s important to
appear interesting to your
dog, don’t overdo your
communications or you risk
‘nagging’ him.

communication that becomes something of an
inconvenience to a dog — especially with breeds
like cockers. Remembering that the number one
thing on a hunting dog’s list is to run and keep
running, the recall to come in and stop prevents
the fluidity; as a result the dog can feel badgered
by overuse of the whistle. So, the key for this
more upbeat style of handler is not to overdo that
recall. Someone who interacts through body
h
- e &

v eSe

pi€rest in “‘checking-in’ if it
esponse from its handler

language, supplemented with nicely toned verbal
cues, will certainly hold a higher status and invite
a more engaged response from their dog than
those that just use verbal commands or a whistle.
| say supplemented with verbal because as | said
at the start, and | will always maintain, body
language is unquestionably the first line of
communication for a dog. Don’t miss that chance
to communicate in the way they want to! ll

PICTURE: RAY HOOD / COUNTRY TRAIL IMAGES
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GUNDOGDDIARY /-

with Lez Graham

Out and about

This month, Lez and Emrys have been testing their training in different environments, some
exciting, some not so exciting, but hopefully all helping Emrys mature into a steady gundog

ost of our walking this month has been with

Dante, my eight-year-old Labrador, and
Spud, my almost nine-year-old working cocker. |
always move my older dogs onto the right side
when | first start bringing a youngster out on the
walks with us, so that | can focus on the novice
dog, keeping him with me and walking to heel
- my older boys tend to, for the most part, just
pootle along nicely beside me.

We've walked mostly around the village where
we live, with Emrys on his own or with the ‘big
boys’ (although Emrys now towers above Spud),
and this has involved crossing fields, walking
through the woods and being distracted by the
local wildfowl population on the little loch round
the corner. He’s been on lead, off lead, walking to
heel, running free, doing Sit/Stays and posing,

INDIVIDUAL RECALLS

both on his own and with Spud and Dante.

Having three dogs to take out can bring its own
challenges, but it really comes into its own when
you're training steadiness around other dogs. I'm
not a fan of letting dogs hoon around with other
dogs or letting my dogs run up to other dogs on
the walks — you don’t know if the other dogs are
going to have a pop at your dog or if the other dog
is nervous. The main reason though is that | want
the walk to be all about me: me and my dog, and
what we’re doing together, rather than meeting
other dogs being the highlight of the walk.

Same but different

We headed across to Lanark Loch this month,
which is a much bigger loch than my local one
and has so many different terrains over a very

First, sit the dogs in a little circle, and walk around the outside.

Then, call one dog (the least trained) to walk to heel with you for a couple of paces.
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You can follow
Emrys’s journey on his
own Facebook page here:
www.facebook.com/
LifeandTimesofEmrys

small area - the old gallops as well as scrub
grasses, gorse, well-kept short lawns, hills
and a fantastic dirt cycle trail running through
the woodlands.
| started off just doing some simple retrieves
with Emrys on the short grass then moved onto
the hills which have a greater incline than the hill
near me. | haven’t wanted to introduce overly
steep hills just yet as I'm very conscious that he’s
still a young dog and don’t want to put too much
pressure on his front end going down the hill or
his hips coming up. His growth plates won’t be
quite closed yet, so after being really careful with
his exercise in his formative months | don’t want
to mess it all up now - there’s plenty of time to get
him up and down the abundance of Scottish hills.
We then headed around the side of the woods

Out for a walk with Dante, Sp
and, of course, Emrys . -

LEZ'STOP TIP

When going somewhere new or somewhere you
haven’t been to for a little while, take a couple of
minutes when you get your dog out of the car to
allow him to recalibrate his nose to the
surroundings. In the way that we look around when
we go somewhere new, our dogs need a chance to

take in the smells of a new environment. By
hanging around your car for a few minutes before
setting off on your walk or your training session,
you're setting your dog up to succeed, as he will
have processed the new and exciting smells and
will be able to focus on the task in hand easier.




The life and times of Emrys

ABOUT LEZ GRAHAM

Lez Graham is author of The Pet Gundog series and
a canine behaviourist and gundog trainer. Focused
on training the next generation, she runs the
Accredited Pet Gundog Instructor programme,
which is now its sixth year.

Every book in The Pet Gundog series comes with
one-year access to The Pet Gundog Online training
app (£19.99, amazon.co.uk)

Contact her via lez@thepetgundog.co.uk or visit
www.thepetgundog.co.uk

and onto the old gallops where | did a bit of
steadiness training with the three dogs as a pack.
As well as doing Sit/Stays, where | left the three
dogs sitting together, | also did Down/Stays with
them, leaving them reasonably close and then
walking a circle around them. Down/Stays
generally aren’t trained in the gundog world,
however all our Accredited Pet Gundog
Instructors train them as part of the basic
exercises in class, as | believe that training a solid
down is a foundation that every dog should have.

Retrieving in-new envire
builds confidence and §

One of the favourite things | teach my pack is to
recall past each other and come into heel while
I’'m walking. Once the dogs have a good Sit/Stay
in a group, | start to quietly call the youngest
forward, leaving the older dog sitting. As with
most of my training, | start this in the sitting room,
then out in the garden and then on the walk. Once
the dogs are steady recalling individually
while I’'m standing still, | start to
introduce it when I’'m out and about,
leaving them a couple of paces

Missed
the start of
Emrys’s diary? Head

GUNDOG DIARY

tlogs focused on Lez
istraction training!

before calling one dog and then the other.
What | did here (see sequence images, left) with
the dogs was to sit them in a little circle, walk
around the outside and called one dog to heel.
After a few paces, | did a whistle Sit and then
called a different dog to heel... it's a great
little exercise as it teaches the dogs to listen
out for their own name, ignore the other
dogs being called, and to sit steady
when other dogs are running
past them. Il

to magsdirect.co.uk for
previous issues of
Sporting Shooter.
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GUNDOG PRODUCTS

Acme dog whistles

Choosing the right whistle for your dogs
and the work you want them to do is key
to creating the perfect partnership in

the field. While every dog is different,
here is a simple guide for beginner
trainers to help you choose the right
tool of the trade!

ACME 210.5: This versatile whistle

makes sounds at a frequency of

6200Hz, which is effective up to 90m
under ideal conditions. This range is
perfect for working your dog at close
quarters so is a great choice if you are
going beating or rough shooting. The 210.5
is very quiet to the human ear, something your
fellow beaters and pickers-up will thank you for.
Often chosen by those working spaniels.

ACME 211.5: This option is designed to sound at a frequency of

5700Hz, which can be heard by your dog at distances up to 1.5km. While
most gundogs will be highly unlikely to have strayed quite that far from their
owner (and if they have, they probably weren't listening to the whistlel), this
whistle is a good choice for dogs retrieving over long distances, as you can
be comfortable in the knowledge that the dog will be able to receive

Lez Graham Retrieving Roll

In 2014, Lez Graham was faced with a reluctant retriever in the form of a
red cocker called Foxy. A fantastic little hunting dog, she wanted nothing
to do with retrieving and would run out, ignore the dummy and proceed to
hoon around the field.

“We managed to get her to retrieve bags of Natures Menu treats and
occasionally a prey dummy,” says Lez, “but she thought it was more fun to
just shake the prey dummy as the treats rattled around inside. What |
needed was something that would hold treats but felt like canvas and
could be used to help the transition from toys to dummies, as well as tap
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instruction while working away from you.
Often the preferred choice for Labs.

5 ACME 212: Also known as the ‘Pro
,;,ﬁ" Trialler’, this whistle makes sounds at
5200Hz which cuts through thick
ground cover, allowing you to
communicate with your dog effectively
while working, either in the field or at a
Trial. This is particularly ideal when
working pointers on rabbits, or when
working in very thick undergrowth. This
option also holds its frequency no matter
how hard you blow, which means it is less
confusing for the dog in those high-pressure
situations when you feel required to blow your
whistle hard to keep it
3 on course.

All these options come in a huge range of colours, meaning
you are less likely to lose your whistle in the field! For more help on choosing
the right whistle for your dog, check out the advice on Acme’s website.

From £7.49
acmewhistles.co.uk

into the dog’s sense of ‘what’s in it for me?’ | eventually came up with the
Retrieving Roll, which motivates dogs to pick up a dummy, and helps
teach them to deliver to hand and come back with the retrieve quickly.”

Used by gundog trainers around the world, it is versatile enough to be
used on its own or wrapped around toys, dummies and even pheasants.
Plus, it’s small enough to roll up and pop in your pocket.

£13.20
retrievingroll.com

oz Py
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TESTED BY:

Le Chameau dog coat >

Over recent years, dog coats have become more and more commonplace
in both the shooting field and at Field Trials — and for good reason. While
some might look a little more ‘Hyde Park’ than ‘in the hide’, more and more
gundog owners are seeing the benefits of quilting up their canines during
down time.

It makes good sense to keep our dogs warm, comfortable and dry
after shooting on wintry days - and to keep their muscles warm and
ready for action after Elevenses! This is particuarly important for
older dogs, of course, who will feel the effects of the cold and
wet — particularly if they are suffering from joint pain or other
age-related illnesses.

The Le Chameau version features a soft fleece lining, which
will wick moisture away from the dog’s coat, and help to cool
your dog down slowly after working. Meanwhile, the durable,
water-resistant outer fabric helps to keep the elements out while walking
between drives in adverse conditions - although of course you would take
it off again before working your dog.

This coat
comes in two
colours: Vert
Chameau and Bleu

The coat is machine-washable, and there’s a hole at the neck to allow Chameau advise that the small size would suit terriers, the medium is ideal
those dogs wearing a collar to have the lead attached without needing to for spaniels, and the large would be a good fit for Labradors.
remove the coat. The jacket is adjustable and comes in three sizes: small
(35cm), medium (47cm), and large (58cm). The correct size can be £35
measured by taking the length of the dog’s spine from neck to tail, and Le lechameau.com

supportfor Ukraine | sporting Saint dummies

Most of the world has been shocked and

saddened by Russia’s attack on Ukraine, which Looking for ways to raise your game and get the best out of your gundog? Look no further than the
has caused the displacement of millions of people new Flight Pheasant Dummy Range by Sporting Saint, the specialists in gundog training equipment.
and marked the onset of what could be the largest A fetching pheasant print is available across the entire range and each dummy, just like a real
humanitarian crisis seen in Europe for decades. pheasant, has its own unique pattern. The material and design allows the dummy in both 1/2Ib and
Show your support for Ukraine and put your dog 1llb size to stand up on one end in the water as a marker, providing an excellent training visual for
through its paces at the same time with your gundog. The range includes a puppy dummy, 1/2lb dummy, 1lb dummy, 2lb dummy, a

this range of special dummies from dummy ball, snipe dummy, endless dummies, three-piece dummies, and bird dummies, all of which

Muntjac Trading, who are come with their own individual design characteristics.
donating profits to charities
working in Ukraine. From £5.65
Available in five varieties sportingsaint.co.uk
including the Mystique snipe

dummy (85g), pocket
dummy (150g), technical
dummy (2509 and 500g)
and dummy ball (150g). A
pack of all five is

also available.

From £8
muntjactrading.com
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GUNDOG EXPERTS

QUESTION OF THE MONTH

WIN! Chudleys dog food

Squeaky toy syndrome

I have a six-month-old springer spaniel. She just started gundog
G classes, and the instructor says I'm not allowed to use a squeaky

toy for retrieving. The trouble is, she’s really not that fussed about
retrieving and | can only get her interested if | use our squeaky toy. She
only does retrieving indoors, and I've tried loads of other toys but she just
is not interested in anything else.

avoid using anything that encourages a young dog to bite down or
chew on anything it’s retrieving, which is precisely what dogs have
to do to activate the squeak. This squeak will often improve their
enjoyment of catching things and it taps into their natural prey drive.
Gundogs should have ‘soft’ mouths to prevent them damaging game.
We need a dog to deliver tenderly to hand. Dummies are generally
designed to be fairly inert to discourage a dog from wanting to shake or
mouth it. Unfortunately, this can then go the other way and make them
just plain dull. At the end of the day, it’s a canvas bag full of sand!
Have a think about why your youngster isn’t that fussed about
retrieving. Lifestyle often contributes to this lack of interest. Too much
of a good thing, such as free hunting, exercise, toy play, retrieving, will
all contribute.
The game needs to be informal and exciting, short, sweet, with high

Q HOWARD KIRBY replies: As a general rule of thumb, we try to

Hip scores and breeding

I've just got my Labrador bitch’s

G hip scores back and they are 14
(8:6). | am getting

conflicting advice over

whether | can breed
from her or not,

The place for all your health, behaviour, diet, breeding and training queries

and 11-20 mild dysplasia. | prefer to :
look at this rather than the breed median :
and ideally all dogs we breed

from would be 10 or less. :

But, we don'tliveina :

perfect worldand :

GOT A GUNDOG PROBLEM?

SEND YOUR GUNDOG-RELATED QUESTIONS
to: news@sportingshooter.co.uk

CHUDLEYS

Send us your gundog problems and the best one will win a £50
e-voucher to use on the Chudleys website. Chudleys makes a wide
range of complete working food for dogs. Simply email your question
fo the address above. For more info go to; www.chudleys.com

rewards. | know you're thinking ‘we’re back to the squeaky again!” Maybe
we’ll stick with the squeaky for a few more weeks, make adjustments. In
a nutshell, make life a little more boring, then you rock up, throw the
squeaky a few times and say “fetch” as she runs out.
Leave her wanting more, and hopefully we can
condition her to get excited about retrieving
again. Then we substitute the squeaky for a new
exciting non-squeaky toy.

In short, try to avoid squeaky toys for
gundogs. However, needs must!

in association
with

CHUDLEYS

Letting go

My lurcher retrieves okay, but then she won’t let go of the
rabbit! Help!

JACKIE DRAKEFORD replies: Instead of confrontation, simply
put a lead on her, and walk along with her. Presently, the rabbit

will become too heavy for comfort and you will see her

with my vet there can be changing her grip, meaning she has to relax her jaw. Make a big fuss
saying she is many good . of her, then take a food reward out of your pocket but don’t offer it
over the reasons to yet —wait until she nuzzles you to ask for it. Then, holding the treat up
breed breed froma : with one hand, take hold of the rabbit using your other hand beneath
average. dog with a her jaw. It may take a while the first time, but eventually she will relax
But a score up . her hold on the rabbit. Put the treat close to her nose so she can take
couple of to 14 : it. As she releases the rabbit, neatly take it out of sight while offering a
friends say (assuming

up to 20 there is no

would be fine. evidence of

What do you arthritis). If your

advise? bitch is an

A e e ALz /suaaanams\ﬂ‘“\ﬁw
replies: Hip scores can

be complicated to interpret, and
now we use the 5-year median, the
‘average’ score has come down rapidly
in some breeds. Assuming the two sides
are relatively even, 0-5 is considered

normal/near normal, 6-10 borderline, Kennel Club websites.
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e otherwise excellent  :
example of the breed and :
has the working qualities you
want, look for a stud that has a lower
score and preferably an EBV (Estimated
Breeding Value) that suggests his
offspring should inherit good genes. For
more,, have a look at the BVA CHS and




DOGHEALTH

UK LARGEST GALVANIZED
PANEL PROVIDER

Protect your Pets, Property and more
with Doghealth Galvanized panels.

Made of high grade steels and galvanized
for all weather with lifetime guarantee.

www.doghealth.co.uk

DOG BEDS THAT WORK As us:dby

FOR WORKING DOGS @

Gundog Training Equipment

07970 765637 | 01902798167 Www.kennelmate.co.uk

Advanced Grain Free Feeds For
GUN DOG Working Dogs, Min 50% Meat.
NUERUEIOR Crafed in Britain. Delivered Free.
FIELD PERFORMANCE

Request a [ree sample online at
HuntersNatural.co.uk

LINTRAN K9 (&

award-winning dog = Tamme
kbt equipment transport systems

» Light,
cool, safe

§ and washable,
universals
or custom

d Dog and Gun Dog Trailers

T: 01673 885959 enquiries@lintran.co.uk
www.lintran.co.uk

Lintran (SS), Brentwood House,
Lincoln Road, Faldingworth,
Market Rasen, Lincs LN8 3SF

Ifyou are looking to create a good impression within the
marketplace, whether it be for training, food or
equipment, give acall on
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Gun Dealer?

Contact Roisin Lewis on Tel: 01189 742503
Email: roisin.lewis@archant.co.uk

GUN DEALERS

Scotland

ern
d

y. S

sle o’Wight

CENTRAL

Melbourne Gun Ltd
== 64 Church Street,

Large selection of new and se
Sporting Rifles, Shotguns and Air Rifles.
Outdoor, Waterproof Clothing & Footwear.
Barbour, Aigle & Seeland stockist.
isit our website
www.melbournegun.com

R&B
SPORTING

UNIT 6 CROPPER ROW, HAIGH IND EST,
ALTON ROAD, ROSS-ON-WYE, HR9 5LA
TEL: 01989 763859
www.rbsporting.co.uk
MON - FRI 9.0 - 5.30 SAT 10.00 - g

CALL FOR ALL YOUR SHOOTING REQUIREMENTS

SOUTH WEST

ule’s

Sporting Shotgun & Rifle Stock Makers

A.W. RULE & SON GUNMAKERS LTD
Sun House, Somerton Business Park, Bancombe
Road, Somerton, Somerset TA11 6SB
I'EL: 01458 270024
EMAIL: awruleandson(@aol.com

\V\-V\-\'.ﬂ\\"l’lll(.‘ﬂllds()llglllll]] Is.

EAST

NORFOLK
SPORTING

GUNS

With over 40 years of experience in the business,
we stock and supply all leading makes of sporting
accessories, sporting guns, rifles and clothing at
highly competitive prices. You can also come to us
for gun repair and maintenance services. For a free
estimate, speak to our team today.

01953 605 517
christanner1957@tiscali.co.uk
www.norfolk-sporting-guns.co.uk
18a Market Street, Wymondham NR18 0BB

For a great selection of shotguns, rifles,
airguns, ammunition, accessories and
country clothing visit Eastern Sporting
01245 477600 gunroom@easternsporting.com
www.easternsporting.com

Eastern Sporting Limited, Unit 3 The Bringey,
Church Street, Great Baddow, Chelmsford, Essex CM2 7JW

INDEPENDENT SHOOTING SUPPLIES
200+ Shotguns and Rifles in stock

* Shotgun and Rifle Ammunition
* Shooting Accessories and Equipment
* Optics* Clothing * Decoying Equipment
* Knives * Gun Safes

RUN BY SHOOTERS... FOR SHOOTERS

ISS are located 50 yards
from the corner of Thoby
Lane & Roman Road.

Open from 9am to 5.30pm Mon to Sat
The Yard, Thoby Lane, Mountnessing, Essex, CM15 01D

Tel: 01277 356181

Large Stock of New & Used Guns
Full Gun Repair Service - On Site
Clay Shoots/lessons Arranged

Perazzi ¥ BrowninG @sereTTa  EIETERG

GL NS WANTED - CASH PAID
711 01362 696926

Visit_our online shop
www.onlinegunshop.co.uk

Bradford Stalker

g T Shooting & Country Sports Specialists. Established 1985

Large selection of new & used shotguns, rifles and
airguns, dothing, footwear, night vision, scopes,
reloading, lamps and accessories. Call for bulk clay
pigeon and cartridge prices.

All Major Brands Available and Stocked

Tel: 0191 4100565
www.bradfordstalker.co.uk

Ouston bank farm, Ouston, Chester Le Street Co Durham, DH2 1BB
Email: contact@bradfordstalker.co.uk

SHOOTERS WORLD

Retailers of Shotguns,
Rifles and Ammunition
QUALITY COUNTRY CLOTHING,
HOGGS, BERETTA, BARBOUR,
LE CHAMEAU AND SEELAND
3-5 Swinton Road,
MEXBOROUGH, S. YORKS. S64 9JB
TEL: 01709 578189
info@shootersworld-uk.com
www.shootersworld-uk.com

EAST CC Ir\\IS!IQRKIAN
Supplying all types of sporting shotguns,
hunting rifles and air rifles.
Cartridges, ammunition, optics, all associated
accessories, clothing & footwear.
Tel. 01723 865039
www.daveyandson.co.uk

WYKEHAM, SCARBOROUGH, YORKSHIRE, YO13 9QP



Subscribe today
and save 29%

Every month discover
top quality features, advice and FREE
kit reviews, written by passionate DIGITAL
shooters who enjoy shooting as ACCESS
much as our readers do.
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SEo : OF BEING A SUBSCRIBER

© Get12issues for just £34

© Free UK delivery direct to
your door — never miss an issue
of your favourite magazine
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smartphone, tablet and computer
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LONDON & S.E.

SPORTING TARGETS

nr Riseley. 10 shooting ranges,
three high towers, tuition, gun shop.
Tel: (01234) 708893
www.sportingtargets.co.uk

BERKSHIRE

FOUR COUNTIES CTC

nr Newbury. Sporting, DTL, Fitasc,
tuition. Tel: (01635) 201657
www.fourcountiesctc.co.uk
ROYAL BERKSHIRE

SHOOTING SCHOOL

Panghourne Tel: (07000) 410410
www.rbss.co.uk

EJ CHURCHILL SHOOTING GRND
(West Wycombe SS), High Wycombe.
Sporting, high tower, Skeet, DTL,
tuition, gunshop. (01494) 883227
www.ejchurchill.com
www.wwsg.org.uk

HORNET SHOOTING GROUND

nr Long Crendon. Sporting, Fitasc.
Tel: (01494) 883715 www.adven-
ture001.com/hornet

OXFORD GUN CO GUN CLUB

nr Oakley. Sporting, Skeet, have-a-
go days, tuition, corporate.
(01844) 238308

VALLEY VIEW INTERNATIONAL
Shooting Ground nr Amersham.
Sporting, Skeet, tuition, corporate.
Tel: 07860 575055

CAVENDISH SPORTING

nr Bentley Tuition. Tel: (01420)
588275 Durley Hall Farm Clay Shoot
Fareham. (01489) 860292.
FAREHAM CLAY TARGET CLUB
Skeet, Sporting, ABT, tuition.
(01329) 315185
www.farehamctc.org.uk

FROBURY FARM SPORTING CLUB
nr Newbury. Sporting, Skeet, tuition,
gun shop. (01635) 297122
www.frobury.co.uk

LAINS SHOOTING SCHOOL

nr Andover. Skeet, practice, tuition.
Tel: (01246) 889467 or 07768 632567
www.lainsshooting school.co.uk

THE SPITFIRE SHOOT

Houghton Down Farm, Stockbridge,
5020 6JR. Open Wed-Sat, 9-4.30.
English Sporting

Tel: 01264 810312

Email: info@spitfireshoot.co. uk
www.spitfireshoot.co.uk

TEST VALLEY CLAY PIGEON CLUB
Cocksford Firs, Popham, Hants
Sporting and Skeet. Every other
Sunday. £35 a year membership
Tel: 01256 771055

THREE COUNTIES NR HOOK.
Sporting. Tuition. Contact Paul
Beecher on 07739 556790
www.beechershooting.co.uk
WALLERS ASH GUN CLUB
Alresford Drove, Win-

chesterTel: 07710872875
email:travellingclays@btinternet.
com Practice, tuition, sporting, all
abilities catered for
www.wallersash.co.uk

BROOMHILLS SHOOTING GROUND
Markyate. Tuition, gunshop. Tel:
(01582) 842280 www.broomhills.co.uk
CODICOTE BOTTOM CLAY
TARGET CLUB

Codicote Bottom Farm, Kimpton
road, Codicote, Herts SG4 8SR.
Sporting, DTL. Alternate Sundays
10-1. Tel: 07768 714774 or

01438 814749
www.codicote-bottom.org

CUPID GREEN SKEET & ABT CLUB
Hemel Hempstead, Skeet & ABT

Every Weds & 1st & 3rd Sat of
month. Felt/fibre wads only Tel:
01582 849382

LEA VALLEY SHOOTING ASSN

nr Hertford. Tuition, practice, have
a go days. Tel: 08707 605057. www.
lvsa.org.uk

NUTHAMPSTEAD SG

Sporting DTL, OTr, tuition, shop. Tel:
(01763) 848172 www.nuthamp-
steadshootingground.co.uk

PARK STREET & DISTRICT GC

Tel: (01923) 677 294

ISLE OF WIGHT GUN CLUB
near Godshill. Sporting, Skeet, DTL,
ABT. Tel: (01983) 567330

KENT

ABBEY SHOOTING DETLING SG
Skeet, Sporting. Tel: 01580 860783
/07710 463896

GREENFIELDS SHOOTING GROUND
nr Canterbury. Practice, tuition,
have-a-go days.

Tel: (01227) 713222
www.greenfields shooting.co.uk
DARTFORD CLAY SHOOTING CLUB
Sporting, Skeet, OTr, Compact.

Tel: (01322) 311001
www.dartfordesc.co.uk

HIGH BROOMS GUN CLUB

Meet fortnightly. Sunday morning
60-bird shoot. Pembury and
Tunbridge Wells. Visitors welcome
at cost of £15.

Tel: 01892 539103;

Email: malbow65@gmail.com
INVICTA 22

Off A21 btwn Tonbridge/ Tunbridge
Wells. Helice (ZZ) only. Full Eng
breakfast until cook goes to shoot.
Reg shoots only.

Tel: (01580) 892542

KENT GUN CLUB

near Dartford. Trap, DTL, ADT,

Z1. Free tuition to beginners. Tel:
(01883) 340248

KINGSFERRY GUN CLUB
Kingsferry Bridge. Skeet, Sportrap.
Non-lead shot only.

Tel: (01795) 877037

MARTIN GORSE WOOD CPC

nr Dover in Kent

Tel: 01304 813101
www.martingorse.co.uk

WEST KENT SHOOTING SCHOOL
Paddock Wood. Sporting, Skeet and
1001t tower Tel: (01892) 834306
www.westkentshooting.co.uk

A1 SHOOTING GROUND

near Rowley Green. OTr, DTL, Sport-
ing, tuition. (020) 8441 9986 www.
alsg.freeserve.co.uk

WEST LONDON SHOOTING SCHOOL
Northolt. 100 traps, 8 towers,
tuition, restaurant, corporate. Tel:
(020) 8845 1377 www.shooting-
school.co.uk

GREENFIELD ENTERTAINMENT
Islip, nr Oxford. 50 Sporting,
tuition. Tel: (01869) 325218 www.
greenfieldentertainment.co.uk

BISLEY GUN CLUB

Near Brookwood.DTL. CPSA competi-
tions held 1st & 3rd Saturday of
month. Tel: (01737) 242332 www.
bisleygunclub.org.uk

BISLEY SHOOTING GROUND

nr Brookwood, Woking. Sporting (inc
towers) tuition & practice. Open 7
days. Booking essential.

Tel: (01483) 797017
www.bisleyshooting.co.uk
CATERHAM CLAYS

off Caterham bypass. Sporting. Tel:
(01883) 622656

86  www.sportingshooter.co.uk

SOUNDS

Find your local ground for practice, competition or instruction

Coley Classic Open 120 ESP

lan Coley Sporting is hosting their second
annual Coley Classic Open 120 ESP on 6-8
July this year. Last year’s event was a great
success, with Matthew Davis and Steve
Beames putting on an extremely enjoyable and
varied course, and this year they are aiming to

take it to the next level.

The competition is paying combination cash
+ cartridge prizes, which range from £350 +
500 cartridges for first place in class AA to C
down to £100 + 250 cartridges for sixth place,
and High Gun will walk away with a £1,000
prize. In the event of a tie, a tie-break will
decide the winner. All cash prizes are

GATWICK CLAY SHOOTING
SCHOOL

Skeet, SKD, DTL, Sporting Tel:
07769 701842. www.gatwickclay-
shootingschool.org.uk

HORNE CLAY PIGEON CLUB
Sporting shoots, tuition, corporate
at Gatton Bottom, Markedge Lane,
nr Reigate and Court Farm, Chal-
don, nr Caterham on the Hill. Tel:
(01342) 842986 or 07711 332097
www.clayandcountry.f2s.com
NATIONAL CLAY SHOOTING CNTR
Bisley. Four OTr layouts, Skeet, 0S,
ABT, Double Trap. T: 01483 797666
www.nsc-clays.co.uk

THE STAR GUN CLUB
CHESSINGTON

Sporting. Tel: (020) 8898 3129

BLACKDOWN SHOOT

Midhurst: 50 Sporting 4th Sunday of
month. Fibre wads only. Also at School
House Farm, Northchapel: 50 Sporting
every 2nd and 5th Sunday. Tel:
(01428) 707584 Mob: 07770 777679.
NORTHALL CLAY PIGEON CLUB
Sporting, Compact, ABT, D/T, Skeet,
tuition, corporate. Tel: (01825)
791783

OAKESFIELD SPORTING GUN CLUB
Compak, Sporting, tuition and cor-
porate Rudgwick, West Sussex Tel:
01306 740537/ 01737 222998
SOUTHDOWN SPORTING GUN CLUB
nr Worthing. Sporting, Skeet,

Fitasc, Sportrap, DTL, ABT,

tuition. Tel: (01903) 877555
www.southdownsge.co.uk

EAST
CAMBRIDGESHIRE

CAMBRIDGE GUN CLUB
Cottenham. Sporting, Sportrap, ABT,
Skeet, DTL Tel: (01353) 648004
FENLAND GC

Washbrooke Farm, Benwick Road,
Doddington. Tel: 01354 655583
GRANSDEN AIRFIELD SG

Tel: (01767) 627663 www.
gransdenshootingground.co.uk
HIGH HARTHAY SG

Tel: 07956 293390, www.hhsg.co.uk
MOVING TARGETS

Gt Eversden 50 ESP practice 2nd &
4th Sundays. Contact:

Tel. 07811815499
www.mobileclayshooting.co.uk

BUSH HILL GLAY CLUB
nr Billericay. Sporting.
Tel. (01277) 220974

CLACTON GUN CLUB

Little Clacton. Esp, Skeet, DTL.

Tel: (01255) 673146

COLCHESTER GARRISON

Clay Pigeon Club Sporting. Tel:
01206 576 756 (Chairman), 01206
392 357 (Secretary)

ESSEX SHOOTING GROUND

nr Harlow. Tel: 01245 283534, www.
essexshooting ground.com

FENNES SHOOTING SCHOOL
Braintree CM7 5PL Tel: 01376
324599 www.fennesclays.co.uk
FOWES CLAY CLUB

Belchamp Otten. 01787 312930
www.fowesclayclub.org.uk
MAYLAND & DISTRICT GUN CLUB
ESK, DTL, compact. (01268) 470 323
ORION GUN CLUB

nr Brentwood Sporting, Skeet, DTL.
07000 486258 www.gunclub.co.uk
PARKFORD SHOOTING CENTRE
Skeet, Sporting, DTL.

Tel: (01255) 820230

SOUTHEND GUN CLUB

nr Rochford Tel: (01702) 219395
THREE ACRES SPORTING CLAYS
Leaden Roding. Sporting, pool. Tel:
07768 742117

WALTHAM ABBEY SHOOTING GRND
Sporting, tuition. Tel: 07768 742117
www.claypigeonshoot.co.uk
SPELLBROOK CSC SPORTING
Tuition. Tel: (01279) 419427 www.
spellbrookclays.co.uk

MID NORFOLK SHOOTING GROUND
Taverham, nr Norwich. Sportig,
Skeet, ABT, DTL, Airgun range 121 &
Corporate. Tuition by appt.
www.midnorfolkshootingschool.com

BADWELL ASH GC

nr Bury St Edmunds. Sporting,
Skeet, DTL, ABT. Tel: 01359 259547
BARROW HEATH GUN CLUB

nr New- market. Sporting.

Tel: (01322) 405226

HIGH LODGE SHOOTING SCHOOL
nr Saxmundham. Skeet, SkD, DTL,
Sporting. Tel: (01986) 784347
www.highlodge.co.uk
LAKENHEATH CLAY TARGET CLUB
Between Mildenhall and Brandon.
Skeet, DTL, Sportrap, gun room,
tuition. Food. Tel: (01638) 533353
www.lctc.co.uk

NORTH WEST

SOUTH CHESHIRE CLAY CLUB
Alasger Nr Crewe, 1/2 mile from

guaranteed minimums.

Entry is £65 and you can enter online at

junction 16 M6, Cheshire, North West
ENGLISH SPORTING SHOOT
tuition, refreshments, Tel:
07768570132 Catton Hall Shooting
Ground nr Frodsham. Practice,
tuition, corporate. (01928) 788295
CLOUDSIDE SHOOTING GROUND
nr Congleton. Skeet, DTL, Compak,
Sportrap, ABT, OT. Tel: 01260
226392. www.cloudside.co.uk
MIDDLE FARM GLAY SHOOT
Bredbury. Tel: 0161 4302492 North
Wales Shooting School nr Chester.
Sporting, Skeet, 0S, Fitasc, tuition,
practice. Tel: (01244) 812219
www.shootingschool.net

CUMBRIA

PENRITH & DISTRICT GUN CLUB
DTL, Sporting, ABT. 01697 342062
KENDAL & DISTRICT TARGET CLUB
Kendal, Cumbria. DTL esc b trap Tel
Colin Phillips 01539 560298

ISLE OF MAN

AYRE CLAY PIGEON CLUB

Skeet, DTL, ABT, Double-Trap, UT,
0T and Sporting. Tel: 01624 830744
www.bluepointshooting.co.uk

A6 CLAY TARGET CENTRE
Westhoughton, nr Bolton. ABT, DTL,
Skeet, Sportrap, tuition, restaurant.
Tel: 01942 843578
www.abcte.co.uk

BLACKPOOL GUN CLUB

nr Kirkham Preston. Sporting.

Tel: 07730 409415

KELBROOK SHOOTING SCHOOL

nr Foulridge. (01282) 861632
RUNNING HILL CLAY PIGEON CLUB
Sporting clays, Saddleworth
www.running-hill-cpc.co.uk
WITHETS SHOOTING GROUND

Nr. Carnforth Lancashire M6 J35
Sporting; ABT; DTL; Skeet; Practice;
Tuition by appointment Tel 07967
194120 www.withetsclayshoot.co.uk
MANCHESTER CLAY SHOOTING CLUB
Sporting, Skeet, tuition, club house.
Tel: 0161 653 4438
www.manchesterclayshooting.com

CART RIDGE SHOOTING CLUB
1/2m east of A38 btwn Landrake &
Tideford. Sporting, tuition.

Tel: 01752 851262

COUNTY GUN CLUB

Tel: 01579 363301

Imerys Gun Club 01726 823895
NORTH CORNWALL GUN CLUB

nr North Petherwin. DTL, tuition. Tel:

iancoley.co.uk/coley-classic or by calling
01242 870391.

TURE: IAN COLEY

(01566) 785550

TRAX AND TRAILS ACTIVITY CNTR
Tamar Valley. Tuition.

Tel: (01579) 384714
www.traxandtrails.co.uk

ASHCOMBE SHOOTING GROUND
nr Dawlish. Sporting, Skeet, DTL, high
tower, tuition. Tel: (01626) 866766
www.ashcombeadventure.co.uk
AXMINSTER GUN CLUB DTL
tuition. Tel: (01404) 881588 Bradford
Shooting Ground, Skeet, Sporting,
DTL, ABT. Tel: (01409) 281341
CULM VALE GUN CLUB

nr Cullompton. Sporting.

Tel: (01460) 234245

CWA SHOOTING GROUND
Winnards Perch, Wadebridge,
Cornwall. Skeet and Sporting clays,
contact Mike Holmes 01872 864021
FOUR SEASONS GUN CLUB

East Hill Strips, nr Ottery St Mary.
Skeet, Sporting, Compact.

Tel: (01395) 278862

NEWNHAM PARK SG

nr Plymouth. Sporting, Skeet, ABT,
DTL, Sportrap, tuition. Tel: (01752)
343456 www.newnham.co.uk
NORTH DEVON FIELD SPORTS
Southdown Adventure Centre Nr
Barnstaple. DTL, Sporting, Sports
Trap, Practice and tuition

Tel: 01271 858791
www.devonfieldsports.co.uk
NORTH DEVON SG

nrllfracombe. Sporting, practice

& tuition.

Tel: 01271 863959 or 01271
850393

ndsg@hotmail.co.uk

SHALDEN SHOOTING SCHOOL

nr Shillingford. Sporting.

Tel: (01398) 331021
www.shaldenshootingschool.co.uk
SOUTH WEST SHOOTING SCHOOL
Lynton Cross. Sporting, Compact.
Tel: 01271 862545

TAMAR SHOOTING GROUND
Bradworthy.

Tel (01409) 241839
www.waterland-days.co.uk

PURBECK SHOOTING SCHOOL

nr Poole. Sporting, Skeet, 0, Fitasc,
Sportrap. Tel: (01929) 405101
www.shooting.uk.com

SOUTHERN COUNTIES

SHOOTING GROUND

Sporting, Skeet, 0S, Fitasc,
Sportrap, DTL, ABT, tower.

Tel: (01935) 83625



COTSWOLD CLAY PIGEON CLUB
Fosse Way, nr Stow. Sporting, pool.
Tel: (01451) 821431
GLOUCESTER CLAY

SHOOTING CLUB

on the A38 between Tewkesbury &
Gloucester. Skeet, 0S. Tel: (01452)
739472 or 07785 508238.

IAN COLEY SHOOTING SCHOOL
Nr. Cheltenham ESP & DTL Practice
— Pay & Play. Tuition by Appt. Tel:
01242 870391 www.iancoley.co.uk
LONGRIDGE SHOOTING GROUND
Bromsberrow Heath, Ledbury Tel:
(07971) 447138

MORK CLAY CLUB

nr St Briavels. Sporting. Tel:
(01594) 530102

STROUD & DISTRICT CLAY
SHOOTING CLUB

nr Bisley. Skeet, 0S, DTL.

Tel: (01453) 764443

WESTFIELD SHOOTING GROUND
Sporting, tuition, groups, corporate
& simulated game. Tel: 0870
6091751 www.the clayshooting-
company.com

SOMERSET

BROOK BANK SHOOTING GROUND
nr Cheddar. Sporting, Skeet, UT,
DTL, ABT, tutition & corporate.

Tel: 01749 871055.
www.brookbankshooting.co.uk
IVYTHORN SPORTING

nr Street. Compact Sporting under
cover. Tuition & corporate. Tel:
(01458) 447120 or 07970 151321
www.ivythornsporting.co.uk
MENDIP SHOOTING GROUND

nr Wells. Sporting, Skeet, DTL, ABT,
clubhouse, gunshop.

Tel: (01749) 673471

PODIMORE SHOOTING GROUND
lichester. Sporting, Fitasc, Sportrap.
Tel: (01935) 862510
www.podimore-shooting.co.uk
SHIPHAM SPORTING CLAYS

nr Clevedon. Sporting, tuition,
practice. Tel: (01275) 877851
VALLEY SHOOTING GROUND
info@uvalleycalyshoot.co.uk
WOODSPRING CLAY SHOOT

Wick St Lawrence, nr Weston super
Mare. Sporting/ 50-bird practice/
private parties. Tel: 07503 766373

WILTSHIRE

BARBURY SHOOTING SCHOOL

nr Swindon. Tuition, corporate,
Sporting, FITASC, Compact, Skeet.
Tel: 07872 666154
www.barburyshoot.com

BASSETT BREAKERS GUN CLUB
Flaxlands Shooting Ground, nr
Swindon. Sporting.

Tel: (01793) 750801

CADLEY CLAY SHOOTING GROUND
nr Marlborough. Sporting, practice,
tutition, corporate.Tel: (01672)
512052 www.cadleyclays.co.uk
URCHFONT CLAY PIGEON CLUB

nr Devizes. DTL, Sporting.

Tel: (01380) 721218

WOOD FARM CLAY SHOOTING CLUB
nr Warminster. Skeet, DTL, Sporting.
Tel: (01747)860471

MIDLANDS
DERBYSHIRE

BAKEWELL & WIRKSWORTH CPC
nr Brassington. Sporting.

Tel: (01629) 814395

DARLEY DALE CPSC

nr Brassington. Sporting.

Tel: (01629) 733161

DOVERIDGE CLAY SHOOTING CLUB
nr Doveridge. Skeet, DTL, Sporting.
Tel:(01889)565986

LOWES LANE SHOOTING GROUND

nr Swadlincote. Sporting, Skeet,
DTL, high tower, flush, tuition. Tel:
(01332) 866800

OCKBROOK SPORTING CLAYS

nr Derby. Tel: (01773) 714731
YEAVELEY ESTATE

nr Ashbourne. Sporting, Tuition. Tel:
(01335) 330247

LONGRIDGE SHOOTING GROUND
M50 (Jn 2) Tel: 07971 447138
SOUTH WORCESTER SG

nr Upton-upon-Severn, DTL, Sport-
ing, Practice, tuition. Tel: (01684)
310605 www.swsg.co.uk
WORCESTERSHIRE GUN CLUB
Illey, W Midlands. ABT, Sporting. Tel:
07836 225580 www.w-g-c.co.uk
WYRE FOREST GUNS

nr Button Oak. Sporting.

Tel: (01299) 403730

LEICESTERSHIRE

BAGWORTH MINERS CPC

nr Coalville. DTL, Sporting, ABT.
(01530) 260816

GRANGE FARM SC

nr Desford. Sporting, Skeet, 0S, DTL,
ABT. Tel: (01455) 822208

HOTON CLAY CLUB

Sporting. Tel: 0116 230 2311
www.hoton-clay-club.co.uk
KEGWORTH SHOOTING GROUND
(YS) Sporting Tel: 07973 111 650
Long Lane, 1 1/2 miles due north
of Kegworth Village, at its junction
with Ratcliffe lane. Nearest Sat
nav: one mile south of the ground
DE74 2GA.

KIBWORTH SHOOTING GROUND
0Off A6 Kibworth-Market Harborough
Rd. Sporting Skeet, DTL, Tower,
Fitasc, Sportrap, flush. Tuition.

Tel: 01162 796001 rose@kibworth-
shootingground.co.uk

MARKET HARBOROUGH &
DISTRICT SC

Sporting, Skeet, 0S, DTL. Tel:
(01858) 463698

NORMANTON SHOOTING GROUND
nr Thurlaston. Sporting, ABT, DT
Tel: (01455) 888210

SPA VALE SHOOTING GROUND

nr Lutterworth. Tel: 0116 247 8917
www.spa-vale.co.uk

GRIMSTHORPE ESTATE SG

nr Eden-ham. Sporting. Tel: (01778)
591128

HAVEN CLAY SHOOTING CLUB
Haven Bank, New York, LN4 4XR.
Enquiries to Graham Fordham
07854227175, 30-bird Sporting, DTL,
family days, friendly club.

Visit havencpc.webs.com for shooting
dates.

LINCS CLAY CLUB

Church Lane, South Clifton, Nr
Lincoln, Lincolnshire NG23 7AW,
www.lincsclayclub.co.uk
LINCOLNSHIRE SHOOTING GROUND
Sutton Bridge. Sporting, Skeet, ABT,
Sportrap, tower, tuition, restaurant,
corporate.Tel: (01406) 359300/ (01945)
700622 www.shootingdyou.co.uk
PINEWOOD SHOOTING GROUND

nr Gainshorough. Sporting, Skeet,

DTL, OT, D/T, Compact. Tel: (01427)
628900. www. pinewood-sg.fsnet.co.uk
SINCLAIRS SHOOTING GROUND
Whaplode Drove, nr Holbeach. Skeet,
Sporting, Compact, ABT & DTL. Open
Weds-Sun, all year.

Tel: (01406) 540362.

SPA VALE SHOOTING GROUND
Coventry Road (Near to Magna Park)
Lutterworth, Tel No. 0116 2478917
www.spa-vale.co.uk

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

A614 SHOOTING GROUND

AGENTS: Send any updates to Clay Grounds, Sporting Shooter,
Evolution House, 2-6 Easthampstead Road, Wokingham, Berks RG40 2EG

Near Nottingham, tuition. Tel:
(0115) 9656144

COCKETT FARM SHOOTING GRND
nr Mansfield. Sporting, Skeet, STr,
White Gold, tuition. Tel: (01623)
882244 www.cockettfarm.com
NOTTINGHAM & DISTRICT GC

DTL, Skeet, 0S. Tel: (0115) 9273492
ORSTON SHOOTING GROUND
Sporting, Skeet, Sportrap, DTL, ABT,
D/Rise, Trench, practice, tuition,
corporate and shop. Tel: (01949)
851181 or 07831 221110 www.
orston.com

OXTON SHOOTING SCHOOL
Sporting, Skeet, Compact, Sportrap,
ABT, DTL, Fitasc, tuition, shop. Tel:
(01623) 882523

STILEHOLLOW SHOOTING SCHOOL
nr Mansfield. Sporting, Skeet, DTL,
ABT, tower, tuition. (01623) 823930
www.stilehollow.com

NORTHAMPTON SHOOTING GRND
Skeet, DL, ABT, tuition. (01604)
642252 northamptonshooting-
ground.co.uk

SHROPSHIRE

BRIDGNORTH & DISTRICT GUN CLUB
nr Wolverhampton. DTL. Tel:
(01562) 883092

WEST MIDLANDS SG
Sporting,Skeet, ABT, Gompact,
Fitasc, ABT, gun room.

Tel: (01939) 200644
WWW.Wmsg.co.uk

CROSS GUN CLUB

nr Kinver. Sporting year-round, ABT
in summer. Tel: (01384) 873017 or
07973 875449

GARLANDS SHOOTING GROUND
Tamworth. Sporting, OT, DTL, Skeet.
Tel: (01827) 383300

KINGSLEY MOOR SG

nr Alton Towers. Sporting. Tel:
(01782) 550371

LEEK & DGC

Sporting. Tel: (01538) 386127
QUARNFORD SHOOTING GROUND
nr Leek. Sporting.

Tel: (01298) 22204

RANTON CLAY TARGET CLUB
DTL, ABT, Sporting. (01782) 611775.
RODBASTON GUN CLUB

Sporting & tuition, Weds eves. www.
shotgun.me.uk

MILLRIDE COUNTRY SPORTS
Sporting, Skeet. Off junction 1 of
the M54. WV11 2AZ.

01902 725165
www.millride-country-sports.co.uk
OAKEDGE SHOOTING GROUND
Sporting, Fitasc Sporting, High
Skeet, DTL. (01889) 881391
WERGS GUN CLUB

nr Essington. Sporting, Skeet.
(01922) 476508

BARBY SPORTING CLUB
nrRughy. Sporting, Skeet, DTL,
Compact. Tel: (01788) 891873
www.barbysporting.com
EDGEHILL SHOOTING GROUND
nr Banbury. Sporting, Skeet, 0S,
DTL, ABT, Compact. Tuition &
corporate. (01295) 670100
HONESBERIE SHOOTING GROUND
Sporting, tuition, corporate.Tel:
(01327) 260302 www.honesberie-
shooting.co.uk

RUGBY & DISTRICT TRAP CLUB
ABT.

Tel: (01788) 573257

WEDGNOCK SHOOTING GROUND
Sporting, Skeet, DTL, Sportrap.
Tel:01926 491948
www.adventuresport.co.uk

YORKSHIRE & N.E.

€O DURHAM

SPENNYMOOR & DISTRICT
Clay Pigeon Club Sporting, Skeet,
ABT, DTL. Tel: (0191) 3772412
www.keithbutterwick.com/
spennymoor

EAST YORKSHIRE GUN CLUB

nr Beverley. Skeet, 0S, SKd, DTL,
ABT, UTR, Sporting.

Tel: (01964) 551134
HUMBERSIDE SHOOTING GROUND
nr Beverley. Skeet, DTL, ABT,
Compact, White Gold.

Tel: (01964) 544357.
www.pthorn.co.uk/shootingground
MONCKTON SG

N. Newbald, Tel: 01430 827229.
www. moncktonshoot.co.uk
NORTH WOLDS GUN CLUB
Sporting, DTL, tuition.

Tel: (01759) 368314

PARK LODGE SHOOTING SCHOOL
East Yorkshire DTL, ESK, ESP, ADT.
Practice and lessons available.
Tel: 07919 694587

CONISTON SHOOTING GROUND

nr Skipton. Tel: 07831 399860
KNARESBOROUGH & DISTRICT GC
Sporting, Skeet, DTL, ABT. Tel:
(01423) 561174.

NORTH OF ENGLAND CTC

nr Rufforth. Sporting, Skeet, 0S,
DTL, ABT. Tel: (01904) 738120.
NORTH YORKSHIRE SHOOTING
School nr Thirsk. 07966 387273
northyorkshireshootingschool.com
THIMBLEBY SHOOTING GROUND
nr Osmotherley. Sporting, Sportrap,
tuition, corporate.

Tel: (01642) 351725

Mob: 07776 223609

WARREN GILL SHOOTING GROUND
nr Ripon Tel: (01765) 689232
www.warrengill.co.uk

BYWELL SHOOTING GROUND

nr Felton. Skeet, DTL, ABT, tower,
shop. Tel: (01670) 787827
www.bywellshootingground.com
STEVE SMITH SG

nr Dinnington. Sporting, DTL, Skeet,
ABT. Tel: (01661) 822444.
www.stevesmiths.co.uk

FOX HOUSE CLAY SPORTS
Sporting, tuition, corporate. Tel:
(0114) 2663822 or 07976 5211369
SYCAMORE SHOOTING GROUNDS
Sporting, DTL, D/R, tuition, corpo-
rate. Tel:(0114) 272 4602

BATLEY & DISTRIGT GUN CLUB
nr Morley. Sporting

Tel: (01484)711874

EMLEY CLAYSHOOT

Sporting every 2nd Sunday. Tuition
available. Mob: 07814 538927
GREYSTONE WOOD SHOOTING GRND
nr Otley. Sporting.

Mob: 07960 352123

HOLMFIRTH SHOOTING SCHOOL
nr Huddersfield. Skeet, DTL, ABT,
Tel: (01484) 685464

FOYMORE LODGE

off the A4 in Co Armagh (signed
from Portadown & M1j12).
Sporting, instruction, club house.
www.foymorelodge.com

WALES

CRYNANT SHOOTING GROUND
Port Talbot, South Wales. Sporting,

Skeet, 0S, DTL, ABT, tuition, cor-
porate. Tel: 07855 828167; Email:
firstcorporate2003@yahoo.co.uk
DOVEY VALLEY SHOOTING GRND
Llanwrin, Machynlleth, Powys.
Sporting, Skeet, DTL, sim game,
practice, tuition, corporate. (01650)
511252. www.doveyvalley.co.uk
GRIFFIN-LLOYD SHOOTING GRND
Mid-Wales, Welsh Marches.
Sporting, ABT, 0T, tuition. Tel:
(01547) 550634 www.griffinlloyd.co.uk
FAUXDEGLA SHOOTING GROUND
North Wales. DTL, ABT, Skeet.

Tel: 01978 790198

MID WALES SC

nr Llanidloes. DTL, ABT.

Tel: (01686) 430654

NORTH WALES SS SEALAND

nr Chester. DTL, OT.

Tel: (01244) 812219

SOUTH WALES 2000

nr Newbridge. Sporting, Skeet, OT,
ABT, DTL, tuition, clubhouse.

Tel: (01495) 201182
www.southwales2000.com
TREETOPS SG

nr Newport, 5 min from M4 j28.
Sporting, tuition. (01633) 681197
WOODLAND PARK SHOOTING
GRND

Brecon. Sporting, tuition, corporate. Tel:
078111 89413 www.wpshoot.co.uk

AAUCHTERHOUSE COUNTRY SPORTS
nr Dundee. Sporting, Fitasc, Skeet,
DTL. Tel: (01382) 320476
www.treemac.co.uk

ARRAN GUN CLUB ISLE OF ARRAN
nr Altnaharra. Tel:(01549) 411245
BRAIDWOOD SG

nr Selkirk. Tel: (01835) 870280
www.braidwoodsc.co.uk
BURNTKETTLE SG AULDGARTH

nr Dumfries. DTL, Skeet, Sporting.
Tel: 01848 331131.

BUTE CLAY TARGET CLUB
Kingarth. Tel: (01700) 500274
Cairndow Clay Target Club Argyll.
DTL. Tel:(01499) 600201

CARLISLE & DISTRICT GUN CLUB
nr Wigton.

Tel: (01697) 331452

CENTRAL SCOTLAND

SHOOTING SCHOOL

nr Falkirk. OSK, DTL, ABT.

Tel: (01324) 851672

CLAY TARGET SHOOTING
SCHOOL

Houston, Renfrewshire. Sporting.
Tel: (01505) 873547
www.claytargetshootingschool.co.uk
CLUNY CLAYS

Fife. Sporting, Skeet, DTL, Compact,
flush, tuition, restaurant.
Tel:(01592) 720374
www.clunyclays.com

COWANS LAW Moscow

Ayrshire. Sporting, DTL. Tel: (01560)
700666 cowanslaw.com
CORTACHY GUN CLUB

nr Egnomoss. DTL, practice.

Tel: (01307) 860239

DALVENNAN COUNTRY SPORTS
nr Kirkmichael. DTL, ABT, Sporting,
Skeet, gun shop, tuition.

Tel: (01292) 531134

DRUMMOND SHOOTING GROUND
at Drummond Castle Estate. Tel:
(01764) 681262

DUNOON & DISTRICT GUN CLUB
Tel: (01369) 704362

DUNS & DISTRICT GUN CLUB

nr Cockburnspath, off the AL. Sport-
ing usually last Sunday of month.
Tel: (01361) 883500

FORREST ESTATE SHOOTING GRND
St John's Town of Dalry, Dumfries
and Galloway. Sporting / Sportrap /

www.sportingshooter.co.uk

Practice / Tuition / Corporate

Tel: (01644) 430469 or 07747 691447
www.forrestestateexperiences.com
GARNOCK VALLEY SPORTING GC
Shoots every Sunday, mainly
sporting birds to simulate game.
Based Ayrshire.Tel: John Noble,
01560 482162 garnockvalleygun-
club.webs.com

GLENDARUEL GUN CLUB

Tel: 07845 211102

HARRIS GUN CLUB

nrUrgha.

Tel: 07919 037588

HIGHLAND DEEPHAVEN CPC

nr Evanton, Tel: (01349) 864315
Isle of Jura nr Craighouse.

Tel: (01496) 820396

KINGSCLIFF SHOOTING LODGE
Aberdeenshire. Sporting, Skeet, DTL,
ABT, Fitasc. Tel: (01651) 806375
KIPPEN GUN CLUB

nr Stirling. Tel: (01786) 465125
KIRKCUBRIGHT GUN CLUB

nr Gibbhill. Tel: (01557) 330447
KNAPDALE GUN CLUB
Achnamara. Tel: (01546) 606989
LINDERTIS WOODS SG

3 miles west of Kirriemuir on

A926. Sporting, Fitasc, tuition. Tel:
(01575) 572501

LOCH NESS GUN CLUB

DTL, Skeet. Tel: (01320) 351295
Lorn Gun Club Tel:(01631) 564431
Millport Clay Pigean Association.
Tel: (01475) 530367
MONKLANDS & DISTRICT GG

nr Carmichael. Tel: (01555) 840562
MORTON CLAY TARGETS
Midcalder, nr Edinburgh.

Tel: 01506 884500
www.mortonclaytargets.co.uk
NORTH AYRSHIRE SHOOTING
GROUND

nr Dalry. Sporting, DTL, Skeet,
tuition. Tel: (01294) 833297
ORKNEY CLAY PIGEON GLUB

St Ola. Tel: (01856) 874853
PITGRUDY SHOOTING GROUND
Sutherland. Compact, sporting,
skeet

Tel: (01862) 810291
ROTHIEMURCHUS SG

apx 3 miles East of Aviemore. Sport-
ing, DTL, tuition.

Tel: (01479) 811272

SCOTTISH GLAY SHOOTING CNTR
nr Leuchars, Fife. Tel: (01592) 742835
SEALS COVE SHOOTING
GROUND

Earnsheugh Bay, Findon, Aberdeen.
(01224) 781742.

Shop: 01224 580179.

SHANDON COUNTRY PURSUITS LTD
nr Helensburgh. Sporting, tuition.
Tel: (01436) 820838

SHETLAND CLAY PIGEON CLUB
nr Lerwick. ABT, DTL, Skeet. Tel:
(01950) 477381 Shootfish@
Bogbain Farm nr Inverness - 3
miles south on A9. Sporting.

Tel: (01463) 772800

STRATHYRE GUN CLUB

nr Comrie. DTL, tuition.
Tel:(01764) 670013

SUNART & MOIDART CTC

nr Salen.

Tel: (01967) 431602

TARBERT GUN CLUB

DTL, Dtl, Sporting, tuition.

Tel: 01880) 820482

THORNHILL GUN CLUB
Dumfriesshire. Sporting, DTL.

Tel: (01556) 504124

WEST OF EDINBURGH SHOOTING
CLUB

Tel: 07749 503934
WWW.WESC.agurney.com

87



YORKSHIRE & N.E. ANGLIA SPORTING
Guided pigeon shooting, deer
CARTER’S COUNTRYWEAR stalking; rough and driven

North Yorkshire

Tel: 01439 770688

www carterscountrywear.co.uk
Pheasant and grouse shooting

shooting; wild duck flights.
Tel: 01728 605892
www.angliasporting.co.uk

BASC NORFOLK

NORTH WEST Andrea Green, 01244 573047,
andrea.green@basc.org.uk

P
WILDFOWLERS

www.solwaywildfowlers.co.uk
MC Slater, Lancs.
Tel: 07779 934563 Pinkfoot

Essex. 01245 283210 www.
blackwaterwildfowlers.org.uk

geese, pigeons, driven duck & FENLAND WILDFOWLERS
evening duck flights www.fenlandwa.org.uk
TUFTON ARMS HOTEL GEDNEY DROVE END

Wildfowlers Cambridgeshire.
Tel: 01945 420359

NBC BIRD AND PEST

Tel: 0800 169 9646 www.

Appleby-in Westmorland, Cum-
bria. Tel: 01768 351593
www.fishing-shooting.co.uk

MIDLANDS nbebirdandpest.co.uk

THE BARTON ON HUMBER KING'S LYNN & WEST
Gundog Club Tel: 01724 NORFOLK WILDFOWLERS
734700 www.bohgc.co.uk www.klwa.co.uk
stephanie@bohgc.co.uk

LEIGH-ON-SEA
WILDFOWLERS
www.loswa.co.uk

NORTH SUFFOLK
W’FOWLING CLUB

Tel: 07810 122404 www.
northsuffolkwildfowlers.co.uk

ROBERT GIBSON-BEVAN ‘
Lincs Tel: 01673 858387 1
KEADBY WILDFOWLING & '
CONSERVATION SOCIETY !
www.kwacs.org.uk !

LEICESTER WILDFOWLERS

Contact: www.leicswa.org NORWICH & DISTRICT

feedback@leicswa.org WILDFOWLERS

PESTWISE www.norwich-wildfowlers.

Contact Richard Tel: 01664 co.uk

850287 or 07764 485726 PETE'S AIRGUN FARM

www.pestwise.co.uk nr Chelmsford, Essex. Contact:

DELTA DEER SERVICES Peter Mallett, Tel: 07973

Tel: 01536 761978 509198 www.airgunfarm.co.uk

or 07850 380923 wuw. RIFLECRAFT LIMITED

deltadeerservices.co.uk Tel: 01379 853745

WEST RIDING www.riflecraft.co.uk

WILDFOWLERS SPALDING WILDFOWLERS

Contact Graham Teale, www.spaldingwildfowlers.co.uk

Tel: 07711 555295 wildfowl-

ers@gmail.com LONDON & S.E.

EAST WILLIAM & PHILIP
BEASLEY

ALDE & ORE WILDFOWLERS 1 Te. 01869 277534 for Philip,

www.aldeandorewildfowlers.com Tel: 07831 572247 for William,

ALKBOROUGH WILDFOWLERS Tel: 07831 195736. Pigeon

www. alkboroughwildfowlers.co.uk shooting, also deer stalking.

88  www.sportingshooter.co.uk

PICTURE: BRAINWAVE

-IND SHOOTING

Use this page to find agents offering sport around the UK and overseas

Brainwave holds fundraiser shoot in Cheshire

Children’s charity Brainwave has announced the
second of two fund-raising shoots in 2022. For
the 12th year, the Cheshire shoot will be held at
Colshaw Hall Estate on Thursday 22 September.
This is a fabulous corporate day enjoyed by
both experienced shots and individuals of mixed
ability with an instructor (at an additional cost).
Teams of four Guns are priced at £900 and
the day includes breakfast on arrival, a safety
briefing, mid-morning snacks and a 3-course
lunch with drinks. There will also be a raffle, an

Hilary CIrk, Chelmsford e Brian Harper, Norwich eNatalie Matthews, Downpatrick e Brian

auction, and lots of competitions with prizes for
winning team Top Guns and even a bottom
ducks prize.

There will be a mix of clay targets and
simulated game targets with some stands shot
as a flush with the whole team shooting
together, while other stands are shot
individually. There is real variety making this
shoot a huge draw and
possibly unlike anything
you have done before.

TICKETS

To purchase tickets
contact Carole Headley
via caroleheadley@
brainwave.org.uk

Matthews, Downpatrick ¢ Paul Leavey, Oldbury ¢ Dennis Watling, Southend-on-Sea ¢ Mike
Rumbelow, Reading ® John Ahearn, Ballinalack e Andy Philp, Angus e Aaron Lowe e John
Loveridge, Cambridge ® Andrew Spink, Blackpool e Steve Ingram, Hereford e Neil Sutherland,
Inverurie  Peter Hall, Cambridge ¢ Dave Lambourne, Northants e Andrew Routledge,
Middlesbrough e Nigel McNeil-Smith, Freshwater ¢ Rory O’Kane, Magherafelt ¢ Liz Harper,
Norwich e Steve Webster, Cleethorpes e Grahame Warrick, Brighton ¢ Shona Morris,
Kidderminster e Donna Collins, Innerwick ¢ Ernie Booth, Cheshire ¢ Kester Warden, Bradford e
Philip Kent, Spalding ® Evangeline Kibble, Burford e Gary Aitchison, Goole ¢ Dan Elbro,
Basingstoke ¢ Svetlana Okladnykh, Manchester ® Peter Rooney, Newry ® Simon Dench, York e
Richard Ormond, Eastleigh  Philip Gleave, Cheshire ¢ Tom Jones, Carmarthen e Christine Short,

Blackwood e William A Dickson, Chepstow



AGENTS: Send any updates to Find Shooting, Sporting Shooter,
Evolution House, 2-6 Easthampstead Road, Wokingham, Berks RG40 2EG

MARK BOULTON
HORNDEAN

Deer stalking in south;

Boar shooting in Europe

and Sussex. Tel: 02392
595925/07854 985006 mark-
thedeerstalker@hotmail.co.uk

CHICHESTER HARBOUR WA
www.chwa.org.uk

GEORGE DIGWEED
SPORTING AGENCY
www.georgedigweed.com
Duck & pheasants.

EMSWORTH & DISTRICT
WILDFOWLERS
www.wildfowling.com

FROBURY FARM
SPORTING CLUB

nr Newbury, Berks. Contact
Paul Oldring, Tel: 01635
297122; www.frobury.co.uk

HOLBOROUGH SHOOT
SOUTH (KENT)

Driven pheasant shoot.

01622 891940, 07774 839319,
07876 542579
info@holboroughestate.co.uk

KENT DEER SERVICES
Contact Andrew

Tel: 07754 272214

or 01892 680327
www.kentdeerservices.co.uk

KENT WILDFOWLING & CA
Tel: 07836 771715
www.kentwildfowlers.co.uk

LANGSTONE & DISTRICT
WWCA

Langstone Harbour, SE Hants.
www.ladwaca.com

SHAVESGREEN SHOOTING
07706 395979.
www.shavesgreen.com
info@shavesgreen.com

DRIVEN & WALKED-UP
DAYS

Pigeon

Trevor Robinson Tel: 01273
600683 or 077499 35864.

WEST LONDON SHOOTING
SCHoOL

Tel: 020 8845 1377; recep-
tion@shootingschool.co.uk

WEST SUSSEX SPORTING
Tel: 01293 851808.
www.westsussexgunco.com
Pheasant & partridge.

ARUNDELL ARMS DEVON
Tel: 01566 784666 www.
arundellarms.com

CORNWALL WILDFOWLERS
ASSOG.

Tel: 01872 864021. Mike
Holmes. Weekly shoots
COTSWOLD SHOOTING
COMPANY

Tel: 01285 657527
www.go-country.co.uk
DEVONPORT GUN CLUB
Rough shooting Devon/Cornwall
Tel: 01752 787824
devonportgunclub@ gmail.com
DEVON WILDFOWLING & CA
Tel: 01395 268837 devonwild-

fowlers@yahoo.co.uk

DORSET WILDFOWLERS
www.dorsetwildfowlers.org.uk
Gloucestershire

GLOS. WILDFOWLERS
www.gloucestershire
wildfowlers.co.uk

MELCOMBE PARTNERS
Chris Kirby Tel: (01643)
831439

SPORTING AGENT
Tel: 07724 689295
www.sportingagent.com

PRESCOTT SHOOTING
SCHoOL

Tel: 01242 673542 www.
prescottshooting.com
dan@prescottshooting.com

TAW & TORRIDGE
WILDFOWLING CLUB
Barnstaple
www.ttwe.org.uk

THE WARRENER
Box 36, Tavistock, Devon.
Tel: 01822 832990

EDWARD WATSON
SHOOTING SERVICES

Tel: 01884 254056 or
07767 338801
www.shootingservices.co.uk

WESTWARD SPORTING
GUN CLUB

Devon. Don Williams Tel:
01752 564478 Rough, game

TAMAR VALLEY ASS.

for Shooting & Conservation
Devon & Cornwall, Rough &
Wildfowling Tel: 01752 229925
s_hooper@hotmail.co.uk

WALES

ANGLESEY SHOOTING &
FISHING

Tel: 01407 740652
www.presaddfed.co.uk
rosemary@presaddfed.co.uk

CASTELL GORFOD SYNDICATE
/RECTORY FARM SHOOT

M4 Carmarthen

Contact Adam Moxton

Tel: 01267 211604
farm6266sales@aim.com

DRIVEN HIGH BIRD DAYS
Dyfi & District WA
www.dyfiwildfowlers.org.uk

NANNAU SELECT SPORT

N Wales. Andrew: 01341
423427; Jenny: 01341 423708
Driven let days, high bird shoot

ALLADALE ESTATES
Andy Harding Tel: 01863
755338 www.alladale.com

AVOCHIE ESTATE HUNTLY
Aberdeenshire. Tel: 01466 711282
www.avochie-fishings.com

AVON & AIRLIE SPORTING
PADDY

Fetherston-Godley

Tel: 01575 560292 www.
avonandairliesporting.com
BASC ISLE OF ARRAN
Contact: Andrea Green

Tel: 01244 573047

andrea.green@basc.org.uk

BRITISH MOORLANDS LTD
Grouse, pheasants & hares
Gontact Dick Bartlett,

Tel: 07836 264440
www.britishmoorlands.com

CAPREOLUS GAME
Scottish Borders Tel: 01864
502317 or 07725 943190
www.capreolus.net

GASE SPORT

Driven Pheasant and Partridge
Shooting, Contact: Andrew
Gase Dumfries & Galloway
www.casesport.com; Tel:
(01644) 430469 or 07747
691447

BORDER FIELDSPORTS

For quality estate stalking,
high pheasants and walked
up days. Contact Steve Nuttall
on 07860461017 or visit www.
borderfieldsports.co.uk

BROWWELL SPORTING
Steven Burton 01387 870351
www.browwellsporting.co.uk
Duck, goose, pheasant, partridge

WINSTON CHURCHILL
STALKING

Tel: 01369 705319 www.
winstonchurchillvenison.com

DALNAGLAR CASTLE ESTATE
Perthshire Tel: 01250 882232
www.dalnaglar-castle.co.uk

DES COCHRANE

Fife and Perthshire BASC
registered goose guide
www.GoShootingUk.com
Tel: 07725054046

COUNTRYSPORTS
STALKING

Contact Michael Roberts,
Tel 01786 447400 www.
countrysports.co.uk

COWANS LAW

Ayrshire Contact Jay Steel,
Tel: 01560 700666
www.cowanslaw.com

COWANS SPORTING
Dumfries & Galloway
Contact Craig Denman,
Tel: 07775 760651

or 01387 760284
www.cowanssporting.co.uk

DUNMHOR SPORTING
Highlands. Contact Graham,
Tel: 07778 874026

or 01540 661809

DV SPORTING
Scottish Borders. 07866
901019 www.dvsporting.co.uk

ESTATE MANAGEMENT
Tayside, Contact John Tytler
Thomson, Tel: 01356 625436
www.sporting-scotland.co.uk

FPD SAVILLS

Contact: Roddy Willis,

Tel: 01356 628600
rwillis@fpdsavills.co.uk
GALBRAITH

Tel: 01738 451600 www.
sportinglets.co.uk

THE GEARACH ISLE OF ISLAY
Contact Mark Piper,

Tel: 01496 850120 or 07786

906472 www.thegearach.co.uk

GREYLAG COUNTRY SPORTS
Aberdeenshire. Contact John
Lewis, Tel: 01799 476421 or
07793 025859 BASC regd
goose/woodcock guide

HERON FIELDSPORTS
Contact Colin Chisholm,
Tel: 01369 705888 or 07836
511792 Woodland stalking.

LOGHNELL ROUGH
SHOOTING

Argylishire Tel: 01631 720413
www.lochnell.co.uk

LAGGAN ESTATE
Islay. Tel: 01496 810235
www.lagganestate.com

EILEAN IARMAIN ESTATE
Isle of Skye. Contact Michael
Mackenzie, Tel: 01471 833266
www.eilean-iarmain.co.uk

MORTLACH SPORTING
Aberdeenshire

Tel: 01466 720225
www.mortlachsporting.co.uk

MORMONDBRAE SPORTING
Walked-up, driven shooting
and duck flights Aberdeenshire
Tel: 07917 854368
donaldsherwood53@gmail.com

NORTH UIST ESTATE
Tel: 01876 500329
Geese, stags & snipe

PIGEONALLDAYLONG
Contact Geoff Robson,

Tel: 01592 621539 or
07747 050302
www.pigeonalldaylong.co.uk
RJH SPORTS

Isle of Lewis

Contact Russell Hird, Tel:
01851 820610 or 07751
839579 www.rjhsports.co.uk

GEOFF ROBSON
Fife/Tayside wildfowling guide.
Tel: 01592 621539

SAFARI IN SCOTLAND
Contact Andrew Richardson
Tel: 07866 395975 www.
safariinscotland.com

SCOTSPORT
Tel: 01339 889290
www.scotsportuk.com

SHOOTFISHINSCOTLAND
Contact Paul, Tel: 07974 240738
www.shootfishinscotland.com

SOLWAY SPORTING
BREAKS

Tel: 01461 700333 www.
solwaysportingbreaks.co.uk

SPORTING ADVENTURES

IN THE HIGHLANDS

Tel: 07843 493230
www.sportingadventures.co.uk

STRAHANNA STALKING
Dumfries & Galloway
Tel: 01644 460660

TILLYRIE FIELDSPORTS
Fife & Kinross. Goose flights,
ducks and game shooting.
Contact Bob Edgar: 07860
568515.

DAVID VIRTUE
Berwickshire
Tel: 01578 740672 or 07866

901019 www.dvsporting.co.uk

WILDFOWLING IN
ABERDEENSHIRE

Contact Sandy Strachan,

Tel: 01779 838427
Registered goose guide. www.
ansersportingservices.co.uk

LOUGH FOYLE WA
www.wildfowlers.com

STRANGFORD LOUGH
Wildfowling Club day permits
to BASC members. Contact
BASC HQ,

Tel: 01244 573000

UK & WORLDWIDE

A1 DECOY

Driven Wild Boar in Serbia,
Bulgaria, Croatia. Monteria
boar/deer and Nambian
safaris Contact Mark Curtis
Tel: 07860657990
www.aldecoy.co.uk

AFRICAN SKY HUNTERS
Contact A Williams, Tel: 01443
206333 Falconry safaris in
Zimbabwe. Also big game
hunts & bird shooting.

ARGENTINA WINGS
www.argentinawings.com Dove
& duck shooting in Argentina

ARTEMIS HUNTING
Contact Tomo Svetic,

Tel: 07795 084055 www.
artemis-hunting.com Driven
boar, bear, mouflon, deer &
bird shooting in Croatia.

BEAR CREEK SHOOTING
PRESERVE

Contact Lord Roy Thornton
www.bearcreekhunts.com
lordroy @aol.com Georgia,
USA. Deer, hog, quail, vermin.

CHASSE DE LA BANCALIE
Contact: Jean-Luc, Tel: +33
563 55 65 00 or Gary 07860
904211 Driven wild boar in
S France.

CHASSE DE LA LOIRE
Massif du Graffard

France. Contact Michelle
Hackworthy, Tel: 0033 2 41 82
32 45 www.chasseloire.com
Wild boar in Loire Valley

DELTA HUNTING

Contact: Miola Giacomo,

Tel: 0040 212 424372, Mob:
07979 360619, giacomo_mi-
ola@hotmail.com stalking,
boar, pigeons in Romania.

DOMAIN DE LA VALLEE DE
L’ORTOLO

Tel: 0033 495 7169 24. Open
country boar battue in Corsica

DV SPORTING
www.dvsporting.co.uk
Driven wild boar in Poland.
African game shooting.

GBW SAFARIS

Contact Tony Williams

Tel: 01483 205090 or
07900 670660
www.gbwsafaris.net

UK driven birds, driven wild

www.sportingshooter.co.uk

boar in Europe & African big
game.

Gl COUNTRY SPORTS UK
Tel: 01507 327522 or 07980
071192 pigeonwilson @
btinternet.com Dove & geese
in Argentina. Driven wild boar
& pheasant in CZ.

GREAT NORTH COMPANY
Contact Mike Rainback,

Tel: 01305 853737
www.greatnorthsafaris.
com Impala, warthog, blue
wildebeest + more

HAWKEYE SPORTING
AGENCY

Mike Manley, Tel: 01962
733378 www.hawkeye-sporting.
co.uk UK & worldwide game,
wildfowling, rough & vermin

HIGHMOOR

Contact Simon Dickens,

Tel: (+46) 707792744
Walked-up grouse in Sweden &
moose hunting

AN COLEY SPORTING
Grouse, pheasant & partridge
shooting in UK. Partridge and
dove in Spain/Argentina.Tel:
01242 870391, iancoley.co.uk

LASAROTTA

Tel: 01782 954710 or 07832
100524 www.lasarotta.co.uk
Driven wild boar in Serbia and
Croatia. Mouflon and chamois.

NATIONAL PIGEON & PEST
CONTROL

Contact John Shooter,

Tel: 08707 572246 or 07702
012700 Pigeon shooting,
rooks, crows, rabbits.

NDUNA HUNTING SAFARIS
Plains game hunting in SA
Contact David Tel: 07866
571180 info@kingstonedeer.
com, www.kingstonedeer.com

ROXTONS

Pheasant & partridge shooting
in the UK. Spanish partridge
shooting. Dove shooting in
Argentina & bird shooting in
Africa Tel: 01488 683222
www.roxtons.com

RIGBY SAFARIS LONDON
Tel: 020 7622 1131 Wild boar/
big game worldwide

SERIOUS SHOOTING LTD
Contact: Robert Cuthbert,
Tel: 01747 851128
www.seriousshooting.co.uk
Shooting at sporting estates.

SLAV SPORTING
Contact Edward Donald,
Tel: 01628 851292
www.slavsporting.com
Driven boar in Cz, chamois
stalking in Slovenia.
SPORTING UK

Tel: 01536 202779
www.sportinguk.co.uk
Sport in the UK & overseas
UK GUSTOM SHOP LTD
Tel: 07885 944469, www.
wildcatrifles.co.uk for deer
stalking England & Scotland
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P:£2,500

687 Silver Pigeon Ill Sport SR

The 687 Silver Pigeon Ill sporting version with Steelium barrels
and Optima HP extended choke tubes, throws superb patterns
with smooth recoil. Adorned with rich gamescene engravings
and an elegant, selected walnut stock, it also benefits a new
lustrous, gloss finish which gives the gun a truly opulent feel. A beautiful
gun that offers all-round versatility.

686 Silver Pigeon | Sport SRP: £2,000
with adjustable stock SRP: £2,200

Silver Pigeon 1 is the most popular model in our range. The simple yet elegant scroll engraving
is complimented by an oil finished walnut stock and forend in competition dimensions.
Available in a huge variety of gauges and configurations. Made in Italy since 1526.

& All Silver Pigeon Sport models (12 & 20ga) feature Steelium barrels, with Optima HP choke tubes and are Fleur de Lys

stamped, meaning they are subject to high-performance “superior steel” proof.

MK For further product information and details please call B E R E T TA
GMK on 01489 587500 or visit www.gmk.co.uk

BER0222_SP3-SP|



