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hooting and gundogs
have been part of
my life for as long
as | can remember.
In many ways, they
have shaped not
only my career, but the person

| have become. | have been
extremely fortunate to build a
life around dogs, fieldsports
and the countryside, but | have
never taken that for granted.
Every opportunity | have had
has come from years of hard
work, from people who have
supported me along the way,
and from a deep respect for the
traditions and responsibilities
that come with our sport.

For me, the gundog has always
sat at the heart of it all. Long before
the judging appointments, the
competition wins, the articles, the
training days or the videos, there
was simply a young lad with a dog,
trying to understand how to get the
best out of it. In truth, that is still the
part | love most. A good gundog
teaches you patience, timing,
discipline and humility. They expose
your mistakes very quickly, but they
also reward fairness, consistency
and feel in a way very few things
in life can.

Whether you are standing on
a peg, walking behind a spaniel,
picking-up at the end of a long day,
or quietly training a young dog in a
field on your own, the relationship
between handler and dog is what
draws so many of us back. It is not
just about performance. It is about
trust, partnership and understanding.
That connection is one of the most
powerful parts of our world,
and | believe it has never been
more important.

We all know that fieldsports
face challenges. There is more
scrutiny than ever before, and
there are many people outside
our community who either do not
understand what we do, have no
strong opinion, or only see a very
small part of the picture. We cannot
ignore that. The future of shooting
will not be protected by being
defensive or by assuming people
should simply understand us. It
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will be protected by standards,
education, responsibility and by
showing the very best of what our
community represents.

That is where | believe gundogs
have such an important role to
play. A well-tfrained dog can
open a conversation in a way that
shooting alone sometimes cannot.
People may have mixed views
on fieldsports, but most people
can recognise the bond between
a handler and a dog. They can
admire the control, the kindness,
the teamwork and the purpose. A
gundog gives people a way into
our world that feels honest, natural
and relatable.

Over the years, | have trained
dogs and worked with people from
all walks of life, from complete
beginners to experienced shots.
Again and again, | have seen how
a dog can change someone'’s
understanding. A dog encourages
people to learn properly. It teaches
them to slow down, to read the
countryside, to respect game, to
think about timing, and to appreciate
the work that goes on long before

BEN RANDALL

and long after a shoot day. In that
sense, gundogs are not just part
of fieldsports. They are one of the
strongest foundations beneath it.
As a community, we should
be proud of what we do, but we
must also be thoughtful about
how we represent it. We have a
responsibility to welcome new
people in, to support the next
generation, to maintain high
standards and to show that shooting
is rooted in conservation, respect,
discipline and community. If we can
do that, then | believe there is still a
very positive future ahead.
That is the tone | hope this
issue reflects: pride without
arrogance, tradition without
being stuck in the past, and a
genuine belief that our dogs, our
countryside and our conduct can
help secure the future of the sport
we all care so deeply about. B

Bl

Ben Randadll
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£40,000 ON THE LINE

Could one competition finally answer shooting’s most debated Derbyshire ground for the inaugural event, which attracted
question: who is the best all-round clay shot¢ everyone from club shooters to world champions. After

Eaton Hall set out to do exactly that with TopGun, an nine days of competition, it all came down to one final pair.
ambitious new event set over nine days in June, with the Hungarian clay shooting star Tamds Jéri held his nerve to
finals day comprising English Sporting, Skeet, Olympic claim the title and £45,000 in prize money, while Emma
Trap and Compak to qualify for a unique Super Final with @ Stacy produced one of the performances of the weekend,
handicap tormat designed to level the playing field between pushing the eventual champion to the very last targets in front
classes. The reward was Britain’s largest-ever clay shooting of hundreds of spectators and thousands watching online.
prize fund, with £400,000 up for grabs and a staggering Pictured: The final sim pair that secured Tamds Jéri’s historic
additional £40,000 cheque awaiting the overall champion. TopGun victory and Britain’s biggest-ever cash prize in

More than 1,000 competitors descended on the clay shooting.

Read the full report on page 74.
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GAMEBIRI WELFARE

REVIEW CLEARS
PHEASANT
RELEASING

OF HARMING
INSECTS

A scientific review commissioned

by Natural England has found no
evidence that releasing pheasants
reduces insect numbers across the
wider countryside, handing shoots
fresh evidence as gamebird releasing
comes under regulatory pressure.

A scientific review commissioned by
Natural England and carried out by the
Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust
(GWCT) has concluded that pheasant
releasing has no significant effect on insect
populations in the wider countryside, a
finding shoots will welcome as releasing
comes under growing regulatory pressure.

The review, published on 15 June, found
that any negative effects on invertebrates
were confined to the places where
released birds gather in the greatest
numbers, such as inside release pens and
around feeders, and that well-managed
releasing kept even those local impacts to
a minimum.

lts author, GWCT senior scientist
Dr Rufus Sage, said the evidence

NEWS
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contradicted one of the most common
criticisms of gamebird shooting. “Pheasant
releasing is often blamed for causing
insect declines, but we have found no
evidence for this,” he said. “The studies
showed that, even where up to 20 birds
per hectare were present across large
areas, there was no detectable effect on
invertebrate abundance, species richness
or diversity.”

One study drawn on by the review
sampled nearly 40,000 invertebrates,
representing 308 species, across six
grassland Sites of Special Scientific Interest
of between 50 and 200 hectares. A
second compared 17 paired woodlands,
with and without release pens, using pitfall
trapping, vegetation surveys and pheasant
counts before and after release.

The review also examined what
released pheasants eat, finding that
adult birds had diets dominated by
plants, with invertebrates typically
making up less than 3 per cent of their
food on arable farmland. The review

noted that bird numbers on the ground
fell to around 1 per hectare or less in
spring and summer, when most insects
emerge, limiting pressure at the time of
year that matters most for invertebrates.
The report concluded that pheasants
were accidental rather than deliberate
predators of invertebrates.

Where bird densities are higher in late
summer and autumn, the review said that
following GWCT guidance on spreading
feeders and capping the number of birds
per hectare of release pen could reduce
any risk further, pointing to a likelihood of
biodiversity net gain at a landscape scale.

The findings come at a difficult moment
for releasing in England. Natural England
has confirmed further restrictions on
releasing pheasants and red-legged
partridges on or close to Special Protection
Areas ahead of the 2026 season, while
BASC has been granted permission for a
judicial review of the licensing regime.

To read the review in full, visit:
gwect.org.uk.

KEEPERS TURN OUT IN FORCE

FOR GOLDEN GROUSE 2026

The National Gamekeepers’
Organisation’s annual Golden Grouse
competition returned to Thimbleby
Shooting Ground, North Yorkshire,
on 8 June, drawing 115 competitors to
test their eye, nerve and patience on a
challenging 100-bird sporting layout
at one of the country’s finest grounds.
In the headline Golden Grouse category,
reserved for grouse keepers and sponsored
by couniry footwear brand Treksta UK,
Daniel Marwood took top honours, ahead
of Jack Robinson — who also won the

10 SPORTING GUN

Juniors — and lain Conn. Anthony Clark
won the Supporter category, Dudley
Bell the Veteran, Jo Smith the Ladies and
Roger Ayton the Side-by-Side, while Les
Rushworth secured the Pool Shoot.

This year also intfroduced the Davis
& Bowring four-man Team Flush, which
began as a bit of fun but became a serious
matter of estate pride. Team Rosedale
claimed the inaugural title, with Colsterdale
second and the Anthill Mob third.

Beyond the scores, the day proved
again that the Golden Grouse is among
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gamekeeping’s great social occasions,
uniting keepers, supporters and friends.
For full results, visit the NGO's website via
nationalgamekeepers.org.uk.
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CONSERVATION

MP SHOWN HOW SHOOT INCOME
FUNDS CURLEW RECOVERY

A lowland partridge shoot
is paying for the upland
habitat work behind a rise
in breeding curlew in mid
Wales, BASC Wales has
shown a local MP.

David Chadwick, MP for
Brecon, Radnor and Cwm
Tawe, visited the estate to see
how income from sustainable
shooting funds predator
control, heather management
and habitat restoration for one
of the UK’s most threatened
birds. The work, carried out
in partnership with the local
farming community, has
helped lift breeding curlew to
double-figure nest numbers
across the estate.

The curlew is on the UK red
list of birds of conservation
concern and is regarded as
one of the country’s most
threatened breeding birds, so
any sustained local increase
in nesting is significant.

Much of the estate is upland

to thrive.

habitat, where year-round
management aims to create
the conditions wading birds
and other wildlife need

BASC Wales engagement
manager David Boden said:
“This estate is a fantastic
example of how sustainable
shooting can help fund
habitat management and
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species recovery projects
that produce measurable
results. The increase in
curlew nesting activity is a
testament to the dedication
of those involved.”

The visit comes as the
shooting community in Wales
presses its case with politicians
over the management tools
used in the uplands.

GWCT AND SCHOFFEL REVEAL 2026
COUNTRYSIDE AWARDS FINALISTS

The Game and Wildlife Conservation
Trust (GWCT) and country clothing

brand Schéffel Country have named 28
finalists for the 2026 Schoéffel Countryside
Awards, the conservation prize the two
run in partnership.

Now in its second year, following a
successful inaugural event in 2025, the
awards recognise private land managers,
farms and partnerships whose work in wildlife
management is improving the health of the
British countryside. Organisers describe the
aim as celebrating working conservation:
practical, on-the-ground action that proves
wildlife recovery and food production can go
hand in hand.

More than 70 nominations were received,
from which finalists were shortlisted across
six categories. They span individuals, farms
and estates from England, Scotland, Wales
and Northern Ireland, competing for the
Nature-Friendly Farm/Estate, Innovation
in Conservation, Farm-Environment
Partnership, Wetland and Watercourse
Conservation, Rising Star and Working
Conservationist awards.

SPORTING-GUN.COM

Among those shortlisted is the Swaledale and
Wensleydale Environmental Farmers group in
the Farm-Environment Partnership category:.

Megan Lock, judge and senior farm
environment adviser for the GWCT, said
she was looking forward to meeting finalists
nominated for delivering benefits for wildlite
on private land. She praised the rising stars
among them and the work done to improve
wetlands and watercourses, adding that much
of it goes under the radar.

The judging panel has been strengthened
by two winners from 2025: Rupert Brewer,
game and wildlife manager at the Bisterne
estate, who took the Working Conservationist
and Wetland and Watercourse categories,
and Tom Hilder, of the Hampshire and Isle of
Wight Wildlife Trust, who won Rising Star. They
are joined by Paul Coulson, Alison Baker and
Richard Negus.

Judges, drawn from GWCT ecologists,
advisers and external experts, will visit each
finalist to see their conservation work before
casting votes later this year. The winners will be
announced at a ceremony hosted by Coutts
Landed Estates in London in November.

PRESSURE BUILDS
FOR TOUGHER
CATAPULT LAW

by T -
o - |
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Pressure is building on ministers
to control catapults after a
Home Office roundtable heard
mounting evidence of misuse
against people, property and
wildlife. Chaired on 9 June by
Policing Minister Sarah Jones,
it heard one Kent constituency
recorded 105 incidents in 12
months, and clinical experts
described teenagers left

with serious eye injuries. A
“legitimate purpose” test,
modelled on knife law, was
discussed. The Government says
there are “no current plans” to
change legislation.

SUFFOLK CLAY
SHOOTING MOURNS

DENNIS MEEKINGS

Clay shooters in Suffolk are
mourning Dennis Meekings,

a stalwart of the CPSA, who

died unexpectedly aged 72,

on 8 June. A huge supporter

of the sport, Dennis refereed at
grounds and clubs across Suffolk
over many years of dedicated
involvement, and served on the
county committee as its contact
for Allround and Sportrap.
Beyond the county, he was a
long-standing fixture at Clacton
Gun Club and refereed at major
championships locally and further
afield. Always with a smile and
always early, he was a reliable,
professional presence who will be
greatly missed by many.
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GUEST EDITOR INTERVIEW
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From the Somerset Levels to championship field trials, luxury kennels and
some of the country’s best-known gundog training platforms, Ben Randall
has built a career around dogs, shooting and the countryside. He shares the
experiences, philosophies and lessons that have shaped his approach to
training, fieldsports and producing the ultimate all-round working dog

PHOTOGRAPHY: SARAH FARNSWORTH
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WHO IS BEN RANDALL?

First and foremost, | am a husband,
a father, a son, and somebody
who has been very lucky to build

a life around dogs, shooting and
the countryside. Professionally, |
am a gundog trainer, a field trial
judge, a kennel owner, an author,

SPORTING-GUN.COM

and someone who has spent most
of his life trying to understand
dogs better. But away from all the
titles, | am still just the same person
who loves watching a good dog
work, being outside, and seeing
people get more enjoyment

from their dogs.

BEN RANDALL

TELL US ABOUT HOW YOU
GOT INTO GUNDOG TRAINING.

My first real memories of gundogs
come from the Somerset Levels,
wildfowling with my father, Keith
Randall, and our labrador, Tessa.
She was a pet dog in the house,
but to watch her out on the marshes

SPORTING GUN
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GUEST EDITOR

INTERVIEW

refrieving ducks and geese was
something that completely captured
me. | was hooked by the whole
thing: the atmosphere, the birds,

the dog work, and the partnership
between man and dog. | did not
know then where it would lead, but |
knew | wanted to understand how to
train dogs to that level.

WHAT DO YOU REMEMBER
ABOUT YOUR FIRST FIELD

TRIAL WIN?

My first field trial win was with a little
springer spaniel bitch called Mollie.

SPORTING GUN

She was quite a white bitch, very
talented, and | often look back now
and think how differently | would
train her today compared with how
| trained then. The trial was down in
Cornwall, and she had a very good
first run in sugar beet with a couple
of nice retrieves. In her second run,
we had five birds shot on the ground.
She picked the first two quickly, then
| hunted her on again, another three
got up and all three were shot. The
judge was not quite sure what to do,
and | remember saying, probably
with a bit more youthful confidence

than | would now, “I'll pick them all.”
She did exactly that, and we ended
up winning on ice, with no run-off.

It made the three-and-a-half-hour
drive home feel a lot shorter.

Of course, it does not always go
like that. | have had trials where
everything that could go wrong did
go wrong, and those days teach
you just as much as the good ones.
But that first win gave me belief.

It opened doors, gave people
confidence in me, and made me feel
that maybe | could genuinely make
something of this.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY & SAVE ON SHOP PRICE
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WHAT DO YOU REGARD AS TELL US MORE ABOUT YOUR we run a luxury boarding kennel

YOUR GREATEST BUSINESSES TODAY. where we regularly have between
ACHIEVEMENT? | have been running kennels 30 and 50 dogs a day. They

Away from dogs, my greatest full-time for around 20 years, come in all shapes, sizes, breeds,
achievement is my wife and mytwo  and at Ledbury Lodge Kennels temperaments and backgrounds, 3

boys. From a dog perspective, it has
to be Fatty, my cocker spaniel bitch.
Winning the Cocker Championship
with her in 2011 was fruly amazing,
but to go back and win it again in
2012, back-to-back, is something
that will live with me forever.
Moments like that do not come
easily, and they do not come often.

DO YOU STILL COMPETE?

Yes, | still compete with both
springers and cockers. | qualified
for the Cocker Championship last
year, although unfortunately | was
judging, so | could not compete.
Judging is now a big part of my
lite. | judge throughout the UK and
across Europe, from novice and
open stakes through to national and
European championships, as well
as the British Championship. | still
love competing, but | also really
enjoy watching dogs and handlers
develop from the judging side.

SPORTING-GUN.COM SPORTINGGUN 15



INTERVIEW

Training heelwork
with lots of
distractions

GUEST EDITOR

and that experience has been
invaluable. If you imagine seeing
that number of dogs, day after day,
year after year, it gives you a huge
education in behaviour.

That has made me a much better
trainer, not only with pet dogs
but also with working dogs and
gundogs. We also train gundogs
professionally, run training days,
produce online training through
the BG Gundog App, and | have
written my first book. My second
book is now with the designers and
will hopefully be available later this
year. | have been lucky enough to
train dogs for people from all walks
of life, including some very well-
known names, but the principles are
always the same: the dog in front
of you matters more than the name
attached to it.

16 SPORTING GUN
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TELL US ABOUT YOUR
INTERESTS IN OTHER
COUNTRY SPORTS.

Shooting has always been a big
part of my life, mainly because of
the dogs. Throughout the season

| am shooting over my own dogs
or clients’” dogs three or four times
a week, whether that is rabbit,
hare, woodcock, snipe, pheasant,
partridge or duck. | also enjoy
driven shooting, especially high

driven birds. As a sportsman and a

former rugby player, | love the test
of hand-eye coordination, timing
and pressure.

| also love the smaller local
days. A 50-bird day with good
friends, good dogs, good humour
and a bit of mickey-taking is often
as enjoyable as anything. The
camaraderie is a huge part of it.

WHAT’S YOUR GREATEST
CLAY SHOOTING
ACHIEVEMENT?

There are not many, trust me. | enjoy
clay shooting, but | have never
allowed myself to get addicted to

it, because | know what | am like.

If I do something, | want to do it
properly, and that would mean
being on the clay ground five days
a week, which | simply have not had
time for with family, work and rugby
commitments.

That said, | used to shoot the odd
charity shoot where Michael Pinker
coached me. There was one stand
linked to a local pub, the Dog and
Duck, where if you hit them all you
won a free meal and a bottle of red
wine. Every year Michael would
remind me how nice the meal was
and how good the wine would taste,

SUBSCRIBE TODAY & SAVE ON SHOP PRICE



and every year | would miss one.
Then one day | managed to blank it
all out, hit 10 out of 10, and finally
won my meal and botile of house
red. That may not make the record
books, but it made me very happy.

HOW OFTEN DO YOU STALK,
AND WHAT DO YOU MOST
ENJOY ABOUT IT?

Stalking has been part of my life for
around 25 years, but in the last five
to 10 years it has become a much
bigger passion and now also a

business with my son, Jack. We stalk
regularly on our own ground, which

is a wonderful piece of woodland
in Herefordshire, with roe, muntjac
and a few fallow. Over the last
five years, we have managed it

carefully, and the quality of the deer

has improved hugely.

SPORTING-GUN.COM

BEN RANDALL

| enjoy the whole process. It is
quiet, disciplined and honest. You
have to read the wind, the ground,
the animals and yourself. Everything
matters. We also now take clients to
South Africa, usually twice a year,
with a trusted family outfitter we have
become very close to. Everything is
field-to-fork, whether for ourselves,
the workers or the local community.
That is very important to me.

TELL US MORE ABOUT
YOUR SHOOT.

The shoot | have taken on is also
our stalking ground. It is around
500 acres of woodland in
Herefordshire, very undulating,
with steep valleys, bracken, natural
cover and some really special
corners. | have tried to make it
as much of a wild bird shoot as
possible by releasing ex-layers and
hand-reared birds, while doing as
much predator control as we can.
We have also put ducks down
on one of the larger ponds and
restored a couple of old woodland
ponds. Some of the evening light
deep in those woods is remarkable.
| do not use it as a driven shoot. It is
more for walked-up days with my
father, Jack, Joe and the occasional
client. It is a very special place.

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP
THREE TIPS FOR PEOPLE
CONSIDERING GETTING
A GUNDOG TO TAKE ON
THE PEG?

First, do not buy the fashionable
dog; buy the dog that suits your life.
If you shoot 10 days a year and
need a family companion for the

rest of the time, a labrador may be
tar more suitable than a very hot
cocker. Secondly, train the basics
properly before worrying about
the exciting stuff. Sit, stay, recall,
heel and delivery are everything.
Thirdly, be honest about how much
time you have. The right dog in the
wrong home is often where the
problems start.

WHAT IS YOUR ADVICE FOR
ANYONE CONSIDERING A
CAREER IN GUNDOGS?

Learn from people who have
genuinely achieved what you want
to achieve. Not just the loudest
people online, but the people who
have done it, proved it and lived

it. Watch, listen, ask questions and
keep your ego under control. Dogs
will humble you very quickly if you
think you know everything.

WHAT ABOUT THOSE TAKING
THEIR FIRST STEPS INTO
FIELD TRIALLING?

Join your local clubs, offer to
steward, carry game and watch
as many trials as possible. Watch
the judges, watch the good dogs,
and just as importantly, watch the
dogs that go wrong. Then be honest
with yourself. Is your dog ready?
Are you ready? Field trialling is not
easy, but if you approach it with
the right attitude, it will teach you a
huge amount.

WHAT'’S AN AGA DOG?

The Aga Dog is my idea of the
ultimate family shooting dog. It is

the dog that can lie by the Aga

365 days a year, be kindand )3
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INTERVIEW

Ben’s first book has
seen copies sold all
around the world

GUEST EDITOR

v O U
i N g

sensible around mum, dad, children,
grandparents or anyone else in

the house, but when the family

gets invited shooting, that same

dog can go along, sit quietly on

the peg, pick a few retrieves and
behave beautifully. To me, that is the
complete dog.

TELL US ABOUT YOUR BOOKS.
My first book How to Train Your

Gundog was published two years
ago and has now sold all over
the world. | often have people in
Europe bring copies along for me
to sign, which is very humbling.

| waited more than two decades
before writing it because | wanted
to achieve at the highest level

first, and | wanted to know my
methods worked not just for me,
but for other people too. Through
the BG Gundog App, which |
co-founded with Kristian Forsberg,
those techniques are now helping
thousands of people around the
world. My second book is now
nearly complete and should be out
later this year. It is different from
the first, and | am very excited
about it.

WHO ARE YOUR SPORTING

IDOLS?
That is easy. My father and my

Uncle Nick. There are many people
in the shooting world | respect
hugely, but those two shaped me
more than anyone.

My tather encouraged me to
follow my dream and allowed me
to have my first dog. My Uncle Nick

18 SPORTING GUN

also had a huge influence. | stayed
with him during holidays and learnt
so much from him. He was a natural
animal man, whether with horses or
dogs, and many of the things | learnt
from him have stayed with me to

this day.

WHAT IS THE MOST DIFFICULT
ENVIRONMENT TO WORK
A DOG?

A maize crop is one of the hardest. It
is drilled in straight lines, pheasants
run the drill lines in straight lines,

and your dog wants to do exactly
the same. My simple view is that
sometimes you are better off using

a stick and asking your dog to

walk at heel.

WHAT BRANDS DO YOU
WORK WITH?

| have people and companies |
work closely with, collaborate
with, or act as an ambassador
for. These include Animal Transit
Boxes, Designer Kennels and
Sporting Saint, among others. |
have also worked closely with
brands such as Le Chameau and
Schéffel on photo shoots and
clothing promotion.

WHAT ARE THE FIVE MOST
ESSENTIAL ITEMS FOR A
GUNDOG HANDLER?

A whistle, a lead, water, a bowl
and a game bag. | also always
like to have a tick remover and an
antihistamine tablet with me, too,
because the simple things are often
the things you need most.

WHO WOULD BE IN YOUR
DREAM TEAM OF GUNS,
AND WHICH DOGS WOULD
YOU BRING?

That is quite an emotional one. First
would be my father, and then my
Uncle Nick. | would also have Derek
Lloyd, one of my closest friends, who
sadly passed away about 10 years
ago. He was there when | won the
Championships with Fatty, and we
became very close through dogs
and training. | would also include
Luke Thompson from Westhide, who
| have shot with regularly over the
last five years, and my good friend
Charles Granlund, who is always
good company on a shoot day.

As for the dogs, Fatty would
have to be there. | would also have
Wigeon, my black labrador, who
many people will remember, and
Nell another black labrador of
mine who was a real character and
a very special dog to me. Those are
the dogs that stay with me.

TELL US ABOUT YOUR LIFE
OUTSIDE COUNTRY SPORTS.

There is not much life outside dogs,
if | am honest. | am a proud rugby
dad though, and probably a bit of a
rugby geek. Both my sons, Jack and
Joe, have played a huge amount

of rugby, and | can hand on heart
say | have hardly missed a game. |
was also their head coach at prep
school for seven years, which was a
very special time. In the last couple
of years, since turning 50, health and
fitness have also become a big part
of my life.

TELL OUR READERS
SOMETHING PEOPLE WOULD
BE SURPRISED TO KNOW
ABOUT YOU.

People might be surprised fo know
that for all the confidence people
sometimes see in me, | am incredibly
hard on myself. | analyse everything:
dogs, training, shooting, sport,
business, fitness and probably far too
much else. | have studied psychology
and performance for years, not
because | think | have all the answers,
but because | know how much the
mind affects everything we do.
Whether it is a dog frial, a shoot day,
a rugby match or life in general, |
have always been fascinated by why
some people cope under pressure
and others do not. That probably says

a lot about me, for better or worse. &
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GUNS & KIT

Ben Randall explains why lightweight handling,
practicality and reliability are the qualities that
matter most when selecting guns for a life spent
working dogs in the field

ome guns stay with
you forever, not
because of what
they cost or how
prestigious they
are, but because of
the memories attached to them.
For Ben Randall, that gun is still
sitting in his cabinet today.

"My first ever gun was, and still
is, a folding hammer-action .410,”
he says. “I have owned a lot of guns
since then, but that little .410 will
always be special to me. | remember
shooting my first woodcock with it as
clearly as if it happened yesterday.
It was just before dusk and Grouse,
my young black-and-white springer
spaniel, flushed the bird out of a
hedge towards the field. | shot it
about 20 yards out and Grouse went
straight out and retrieved it perfectly
back to hand. | will never forget it.”

After the .410 came a
short-stocked 12-bore over-and-
under that Ben used for walked-up
shooting and duck flighting during
those early years. “It had 28-inch
barrels and was just a cheap
Spanish gun, but it did exactly what
| needed it to do,” he explains. “It
was the sort of gun you could carry
all day without thinking about it.
Those early guns were practical,
honest tools.”

As his career evolved, so too
did his choice of guns, although

SPORTING GUN

one thing has remained constant
throughout: a preference for
lightweight, responsive guns that
work naturally around dogs.

Given that so much of his shooting
revolves around spaniels, labradors
and young dogs in training,

these characteristics have always
mattered more than fashion. “When
you are walking behind spaniels,
handling labradors, watching
young dogs and trying to read

the ground in front of you, you do
not want a gun that feels heavy

or slow.”

Today, Ben’s everyday game
gun is a Beretta Ultralight over-and-
under, a gun that suits walked-up
days, rough shooting, training days
and some driven days. “It has lovely
wood, handles beautifully and is
lighter than some 20-bores I've used
over the years,” he says. “My usual
set-up is quarter and half choke
because it gives me a nice balance
for mixed shooting.”

Not every gun in Ben'’s cabinet is
chosen purely for practicality though.
One of his most treasured guns is
an AYA No.3 20-bore side-by-side
originally bought for his father’s
60th birthday and is now shared
between them. “It has stunning
exhibition-grade wood and is an
absolutely beautitul gun,” he says. “It
is very smooth to shoot, and there is
something very special about using a

PHOTOGRAPH: SARAH FARNSWORTH
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gun that has that family connection.”

Ben is particular about cartridges
and choke combinations, especially
on game days where clean killing
matters above all else. For most
mixed driven days, he tavours Hull
High Pheasant cartridges in either
No.5 or No.6 shot. “I have always
found them to be a smooth, clean
cartridge to shoot and they seem to
hold their pattern extremely well,” he
says. “A lot of birds, especially when
shooting over dogs or on walked-up
days, are going away from you, so
the vitals are presented differently
and they can be deceptively difficult
to kill cleanly.” For higher pheasants,
the set-up changes accordingly,
with tighter chokes and Hull High
Pheasant Extreme cartridges coming
info their own.

More recently, Ben has been
working with GMK and testing a
French-made Chapuis shotgun,
with plans for something rather
more personal in the future. “It’s
a very exciting development for
me,” he says. “I'm hoping to have
a completely bespoke gun built
with some very personal engraving.
| can’t say too much more at this
stage, but watch this space.”

While shotguns remain central to
his sporting life, rifles have become
increasingly important over the last
decade. His current stalking rifle is
a Blaser R8 in .270, topped with a
Swarovski dS scope.

“I've always loved the .270
calibre,” he says. “It's flat-shooting,
hard-hitting and has been trusted
by riflemen for decades. | use it here
in the UK on all our deer species,
and this set up was used extensively
in South Africa on plains game
recently, working perfectly.”

Despite the quality of the
equipment he now owns, Ben's
overall philosophy around guns
remains refreshingly straightforward.
“For me, whether it's a shotgun or a
rifle, the important thing is always
the same,” he says. “It has to suit
the job, give you confidence and
allow you to do things properly.

The kit matters, but it should never
become more important than
judgement, fieldcraft and respect for
the quarry.” B
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PIGEON SHOOTING

As record temperatures hit Britain, Geoff Garrod

finds pigeons still feeding hard on rape crops
and enjoys some excellent sport from the shade

of a hedgerow

PHOTOGRAPHY RICHARD FAULKS

he weather is up

to its unpredictable
tricks again. Since
mid- April, we’ve only
had 6cm of rain here
and the crops are
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beginning to struggle. The rape
is well up and away, but the
forming seed pods are looking
small and very dry for this time
of year. The good news is that
my maize for the cover crops

is doing well... mainly because
it's still sitting in bags in the
farm shed.

To top it all off, a heatwave has hit
most of Britain and the hottest spring
day on record has now been set
for May. Guess what | was doing
on this record-breaking day? You
guessed it — | went out decoying.
They do say ‘mad dogs and
Englishmen’, after all.

| knew it was going to be a
scorcher and went prepared. |
returned to the same field of rape

SUBSCRIBE TODAY & SAVE ON SHOP PRICE



that | wrote about in my last article.
The pigeons were still feeding there
because there were few other crops
available locally. | was hoping a
field of legume summer mix would
soon come into its own, but it still
hadn't been drilled. It was the

huge blocks of rape that were still
sustaining the pigeons.

It was never going to be a huge
bag day, but with my day-old chicks
arriving in a couple of weeks and
my poults following shortly after,
| wanted to make the most of any
opportunity that came my way.

There are a couple of obvious
things to say about shooting
during a heatwave. Quite simply,
you have to plan ahead for the
conditions. | chose to revisit this
particular field for two reason:s.
Firstly, because the pigeons were

SPORTING-GUN.COM

DECOYING IN

A HEATWAVE

still feeding there and, secondly,
because | knew | could comfortably
set my hide in the shade of the
hawthorn hedge, exactly as | had
done previously.

There was plenty of room to
place the decoys along the strip
of damaged crop running beside
the hedge. Being in the shade was
absolutely essential on this particular
day and | planned to shoot from
around 1pm onwards, once the sun
had moved behind the hedge. What
little wind there was blew straight up
the hedgerow from my right and it
was very welcome indeed.

| also took plenty to drink with me.
| nearly always take a dog when |
go decoying, but | decided to leave
Drake at home this time. In that sort
of heat, it simply wouldn't have been
fair on him, no matter how much
water | took. If you do have to take
a dog out in hot conditions though,
try to work them as little as possible
and only in short bursts. Ideally,
keep retrieving to a minimum until
the day cools down. Running
through standing crops is hard work
for dogs even in cooler weather.

When | drove down the farm
track to the field, | stopped to watch
for movement as usual. | disturbed
a few pigeons as | approached,
but there didn’t seem to be much
activity on the bare patches where
| intended to set up. | started
wondering whether the pigeons
were simply too hot and bothered
to feed in the midday sun and had
gone back into the woods for shade.

| drove a little further along the
track towards a small stand of trees
at the top of the hill. As | came into
view, about 30 pigeons lifted and
scattered in all directions, which
immediately gave me hope for the
afternoon ahead. Although there
wasn’t much happening at that
particular moment, | suspected
the pigeons would begin feeding
properly once the afternoon
wore on.

| didn’t have any dead birds
with me for decoys, so | used my
full-bodied plastic decoys instead,
placing them slightly upwind of
the hide in a loose line along the
damaged crop. No V-shapes or
U-shapes — just copying the way I'd
actually seen the pigeons feeding
and leaving natural gaps where
incoming birds could land amongst
the pattern.

Some decoys were placed
directly on the ground while four of
the 10 were mounted on sticks to lift
them above the crop. They would be
highly visible whichever direction the
pigeons approached from.

| knew there would be two main
flightlines into the field. One would
come from the roosting wood
behind me and down the hill to my
right, while the second line would
come from the nearby village in
front and slightly to my right. Either
line would have no trouble seeing
the pattern and, if all went to plan,
the pigeons would turn into the wind
and approach the decoys across the
front of the hide.  »3

Evidence of crop
damage
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PIGEON
SHOOTING

A shady spot was
vital for an afternoon
in hot conditions

| had to level the ground slightly
to give myself a decent shooting
position and | was very glad I'd
brought the spade with me because
it really helped getting the hide

poles into the sun-baked ground.

24 SPORTING GUN

Once everything was ready, | sat
down, adjusted the hide poles to
the correct height and waited to see
what would develop.

It was about half an hour before
| even saw a pigeon in the air. It

came from the direction of the village
and passed straight by out of range
without even glancing at the decoys.
It didn't look particularly promising.
The wind freshened slightly though

and that certainly helped cool me
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down. I'm guessing it encouraged
the pigeons to move too. About

20 minutes later, another pigeon
came low across the field on exacily
the same line as the first. This time
though, the bird swung neatly into

DECOYING IN A HEATWAVE

the wind, headed directly for the
decoys and presented me with a
very straightforward shot. It couldn’t
have decoyed any better.

That slight drop in temperature —
and it really was only slight seemed

to encourage the pigeons back out
to feed and suddenly they were
decoying exactly as you would

hope for.
Some birds still passed by on
their way elsewhere, but enough >

SPORTING-GUN.COM
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PIGEON
SHOOTING

were now coming within range to
provide excellent sport. There were
a few groups of five or six birds
that committed to the pattern, but
most arrived as singles and pairs.
The large winter flocks had now
completely broken up and that is
always great fo see if you enjoy
proper decoying.

| had steady shooting once the
pigeons finished what was clearly
their midday siesta. Eventually
though, the heat simply got the
better of me and | decided enough
was enough.

I'd spent around three hours in
the hide, although the first hour had
been virtually a write-off. | ended
up picking just over 30 pigeons
from either the bare patches or the
standing rape, which thankfully
wasn't too dense at that stage.

| certainly didn’t need Drake with
me that day and I'm glad | left him
at home. He would have roasted in
that heat with his black coat, and
the picking-up was straightforward
anyway. As predicted, it wasn't
a huge bag, but it was enough
to keep the farm happy and |
thoroughly enjoyed watching the
pigeons decoy so confidently.

Looking ahead, it's difficult to
predict what will happen next unless
we get some steady rainfall. The
corn is already beginning to form
heads, but the crop is only around
8in tall. It certainly shouldn't be
heading this early. |'ve even seen
patches beginning to turn already,
so there is every possibility of an
early harvest this year. If conditions
continue as they are, it could even
begin by the middle of June.

Barley looks like the next crop likely
to need protecting from pigeons.

It would probably take some very
serious storms fo flatten patches

this year because the stems are so
short, so I'll have to look carefully for
thinner areas where the crop hasn't
taken properly. Otherwise, we'll be
concentrating around field edges and
birds feeding along the tramlines.

It could become quite tricky if
the pigeons spread themselves out
and there are no obvious feeding
hotspots to focus on. Still, we all
enjoy a challenge and one thing is
certain — the pigeons will always be
feeding somewhere.

I'll just have to make time for the
reconnaissance and get another
day or two in the hide again soon.
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LEGACY FORGES TOMORROW

A trtbute to 500 vears.

B-uffer® recoil pad engineered for
durability and all-weather resilience,
delivering consistent comfort

* Redesigned stock precision checkering
and an ambidextrous palm swell for
superior grip and confident control

* B-Link® gas system fast cycling
with reduced recoil and low
maintenance demands

* Lightweight aluminum trigger group
with a quick, light reset

e * Competition lifter optimised for
seamless, effortless loading

* Steelium®barrel extended forcing cone
ensures exceptional pattern consistency
~and accuracy

A400 500 YEARS LIMITED EDITION

Fully engraved receiver, gold inlays, elegant Xtra Grain wood, and the iconic 500
Years logo unite in a striking celebration of the enduring bond between Beretta and
countryside stewardship. Powered by the legendary reliability and technological
excellence of the A400 platform, trusted by shooters around the world.

beretta500.com 1526 * 2026 #Beretta500

BERA400500 0426



SHOPPING

HETAIL THERAPY

A selection of the latest and best kit from the leading brands in the industry

Ry

GAMEBORE QUILL PRODUCTIONS SHOOT SP
Down Gilet Quill adjustable tank drinker Original SP shooting aid
£75 £182.50 excl. VAT (available with ball valve & float fitted) £3999
gamebore.com quillproductions.co.uk shootsp.co.uk

CALDWELL SWATCOM TUFFIES
Claymore clay target thrower Active360 electronic ear defenders Durable, waterproof orthopaedic mattress bed
£299.99 £312.50 (excl. VAT) £103
sportsmanguncentre.co.uk swatcom.com tuffies.co.uk

1

X SIGHT SPORT LOTUSGRILL BERETTA
RX Shooting Glasses — TR6 - 4 Lens Kit Classic barbecue, available in six colours Shotgun cleaning kit
£264.99 £175 £23.95
xsightsport.com philipmorrisdirect.co.uk ianhodgefieldsports.co.uk
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GUNS & GEAR

OF THE BEST
GUNDOG TRANSIT
BOXES

DOG DEN

Medium Double Den™

Unlike traditional aluminium boxes, the
Dog Den uses a double-wall
rotomoulded polymer construction that
provides genuine insulation as well as
exceptional strength. Built and
crash-tested in Britain, the double-wall
design helps keep dogs cooler during
summer shoot days and warmer throughout
the winter season, while integrated anchor
points ensure the box remains securely fastened

inside the vehicle. Smooth internal surfaces make cleaning simple after muddy
refrieves, and the tough moulded shell resists dents and corrosion. For owners wanting
premium protection and year-round comfort, the Dog Den represents one of the most
innovative transit boxes currently available.

RRP: FROM £650

THEDOGDEN.CO.UK

ANIMAL TRANSIT BOXES

Bespoke dog transit boxes
Animal Transit Boxes has earned
an excellent reputation among
professional handlers and working
dog owners for producing robust,
practical aluminium transit systems.
Every box is built to order, allowing
customers to specify dimensions,
divider layouts, ventilation, lockable

Whether you're travelling to storage and vehicle-specific fitting. The

] 1 trainin ion company’s range extends from compact single
L boxes through to large multi-dog installations for

heading across the country pickups and commercial vehicles. Strong construction, neat

for a day’s shooting, a fabrication and thoughtful details such as drainage, removable
partitions and secure locking systems make these boxes particularly
well suited to busy keepers and picking-up teams who spend long

quality transit box is one of
the best investments you days travelling.

RRP: BESPOKE PRICING AVAILABLE

can make for vour do
Y g ANIMALTRANSITBOXES.COM
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SIMULATED GAME DAY ESSENTIALS

nless you live on the estate, every shoot day
begins and ends with a car journey. A well-
designed transit box isn’t simply somewhere
for a gundog to sit — it’s their kennel
between drives, somewhere to rest safely,
remain calm and arrive ready to work.
Good ventilation, secure mounting points and robust
construction are every bit as important as comfortable

DT BOXES

Bespoke aluminium dog transit boxes

Designed and manufactured in the UK, DT Boxes specialises in
bespoke aluminium transit boxes tailored to both vehicle and
dog. Buyers can choose from single or double boxes, drawer
systems, storage compartments and optional lockers to create a
complete shooting setup. Marine-grade aluminium keeps weight
to a minimum while maintaining excellent strength, and generous
ventilation ensures good airflow throughout the journey. Every
box is built to order, allowing owners to maximise every inch of

available space without compromising access or safety. For those

wanting a truly personalised solution, DT Boxes offers almost
limitless configuration options.

RRP: FROM £450

DTBOXES.CO.UK

v
TRAVELLING WITH PETS

4pets PRO Dog Cage Range

Swiss-made and crash-tested to German TUV standards, the
4pets PRO range has been engineered to provide outstanding
protection for both dogs and passengers. lts patented Impact
Profection System features a high-tech rear panel that flexes
under impact, helping to absorb and dissipate kinetic energy
in a controlled manner during a collision. Designed for
installation in a vehicle’s boot space, the cages are available
in a wide range of sizes fo suit different vehicle and dog
combinations. Combining exceptional engineering, first-class
materials and meticulous attention to detail, the PRO range is a
high-quality option for those seeking a safe and durable transit
box for sporting and working dogs.

PRICES FROM £314.95

TRAVELLINGWITHPETS.CO.UK

SPORTING-GUN.COM

bedding and access to fresh water.

Modern transit boxes have evolved considerably over the
past decade. Today's best examples offer crash-tested designs,
improved insulation, bespoke sizing for almost every vehicle
and materials that are easier to clean after a muddy day in the
field. Whether you run a single labrador or several spaniels,
investing in a quality transit box protects not only your dogs, but
everyone travelling in the vehicle. B

LINTRAN
The Original Dog Transit Box

One of the UK’s best-known names in canine transport, Lintran
has been manufacturing transit boxes for decades and supplies
everyone from working dog owners to police forces and animal
welfare organisations. Built around a welded steel frame with a
durable polypropylene shell, the boxes are designed to withstand
everyday knocks while helping reflect solar heat to keep dogs
comfortable. An extensive range of standard sizes suits most
SUVs, pickups and vans, while the company’s bespoke service
produces made-to-measure boxes for almost any vehicle.
Practical, proven and built to last.

RRP: FROM £395

LINTRAN.CO.UK
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BINOX 6 DUAL

A 256x192 THERMAL MULTI-
SPECTRAL BINOCULARS

Lightweight yet rugged with a magnesium
oy housing under 1.62 Ibs, the Binox 6
Dual Is field-ready for extended use. With

=) 8+ hours battery life = 256x 192 thermal sensor with <20mk

64GB of internal storage, 4K daytime
Lec?tlding, 1080p Llj:rmal recordingand |, Builtin LRF rithty

uilt-in Wi-Fi, it makes capturing, streaming Eﬂeclhe distance Maanif :
and <hiarl ; The "W : M‘@Eﬂhl * Magnification; 6-48x
Hot-Point Detection, smart 1%, DEFOG, and atnight400m 2 magnesiumalloy  » Detecton Range: up o 1500m
smooth step zoom round out its capabilities, -~
making it a versatile sofution for hunting, W Smart IR Hluminator CI= Video recording WAS £1099

bird watching, border patrols, security, rescue,
boating, hiking,camping and exploration.

= Adustableereniecs NOW ONLY £999

@ Picture in picture

¢, HIKMICRO

Seo the Vorkd m a Now Way

LYNX 3.0

Thermal Manocular

Industry-Leading Image Quality for ——" .

Sharper, Smarter observation p—— Range

Ultimate value for money entry thermal Thermal Detector Mag. (8x) FOV Min. Max. LRF

monocular receives some serious upgrades with |E10 07mm  256x192 NETD <20mK 1.4-11.2x  31.7m 3.4m S00m - £399

higher sensitivity sensors, better displays, HSIS ~ |E15 1Smm  256x192 NETD <20mK 2.2x- 17.6x 205m Tm 75%0m - £549

ihm mﬁﬂg‘ﬁ;ﬁm%&immﬂ LH1S 15mm  320x240 Nngﬂmﬁ 2% - 1;.5: 205m 7m 750m - En?::
redesigned LH19 19mm  384x2B8 NETD <15mK 1.9x-152x 24.2m 3m 900m - £

significantly more compact, mﬂﬁﬂvthﬂﬂi LH25 25mm  384x288 NETD <15mK 25x-20x 184m 3m  1200m - £1049

« F1,0 Thermal Lens System LH35 35mm  384x288 NETD <15mK 3.4x-27.2x 13.1m 3.5m 1800m - £1149

-S.H,mraqicai battery life LQ35 35mm  640x512 NETD <15mK 1.9x-15.2x 13.1m 3.5m 1800m - £1459

» High-resalution AMOLED display LQ35L 35mm LRF 6405512 NETD <15mK 1.9x- 15.2x 13.1m 3.5m 1800m 1000m £1699

» High-quality, robust

magnesium housing

* Eyepiece with 7 lenses

* ED glass

* Integrated tripod adapter

late

PASSION APO o See
SPOTTING SCOPES » Carry case

* Waterproof (nitrogen-
Top optical performance with a
sophisticated design, Ideal for demanding filed
nature observations in any environment.
Whether on longer observation tours or for ¢ 16-48x65APO
mabile use: both models impress with
razor-sharp, high-contrast images, high 16-48x65 APO.....£729
light intensity and robust construction, « Carbon Fibre Tripod c/w Ball Head...£199 20-60x85 APO..... £869

you
alert to ambient
sound slharl:s to

the
ampl cannn
system

3' On RRP £198

£149.99

Passive Hearing Protectors
RRP £31 £23.99
L |

Active ear defenders

RRP £176 £129.99
[ S

Active ear defenders
RRP nuu. £74.99

'

HEARING PROTECTION

Sport Calibre Hearing

Protection

Bluetooth shooting earbud that
packs a big punch in a little package.
This electronic ear pro is completely
dust, sweat, and waterproof and can
run up to 13 hours without needing
to be recharged. The completely
cordless design allows you to move
freely while Tactical Sound Control™
delivers amplified natural sound and
gunshot noise reduction.

.....RRP £179.95 NOW ONLY £149
..RRP £179.95 NOW ONLY £149

Hunter Green......
Orange......cccunns

HARKI ”"

ATAMMIK

WALKING BOOTS

Attack any environment with confidence
wearing the Harkila Atammik GTX,
Designed for the harshest of environments,
Wear on the shoot or out for a hike - they
won't let you down. Constructed from
durable Cordura, these boots have an

- over mummm in ;wayr
that they're very qu g an
breathabe

Dark Brown - RRP £279.99
NOW ONLY £249!

FIEL BOOTS Leather waling boos or harshconditions across

- challenging terrain.

‘ LI l-u.Lt:*'.-Iﬂ > SRS iy . i
1004 Hunter GTX WL RR 1005 Hunter Pro GTX WL
Walking Boots RR Walking Boots
Premium leather boot with A half calf version of excellent
advanced waterproof Hunter boot, the Hunter Pro for
technology, rugoed harsh conditions and tough
construction and dependable terrain, Designed with Full
grip for long days in Grain waxed leather and
challenging environments, specialist |ast to lend comfort
Gore-Tex insulated in a wider fit.
comfort lining Gore Tex Insulated «

Vibram® Darwin » Comfort lining
WL sole Vibram Darwin sole «
RRP £368 £299 RRP £297 £319

FOrderonline® www.uttings.com

-y

Postal Address

‘ Our prices are | “Would recomend every )
competitwe but in !Hm;g;m*r S:T-:f stomers lovi
the unlikely event | . by fast delivery T
ou have been p :d”" " g ,
Bred Pﬂi‘f
offered a better PR e
deal from one of “Outstanding customer
our UK competitors service”
TR AW

" WE WILL ENDEAVOUR
'I'll HATGII I

PYN Y18 8@ Order before 2pm Mondayto |
) 63 W el B Friday for SAME DAY dispatch

THOR 6 MINI COMPACT s P
THERMAL RIFLESCOPES o s ke
s ‘O’ Zeroing freeze
Full-scale thermal capability in a ? b :
[i htweight, compact form, powered by t* 3 Hot point tracking
AIN's all-new 6th Generation thermal l' A » Multiple colour modes
engine, the most advanced they have <
ever built. It is available in 256x192 ' ‘ 7+ hours battery life
with <20 mK sensitivity, or in 384x 288 . ' h <! Lightweight
and 640512 with <18 mK sensitivity, NETD | Mag. | Detection W E 032" & 0.49" OLED
all built on a 12 pm pixel pitch for 215 256x192 | <20mk | 2-16x | 1200m.....£699 4 "ﬂ 1920x 1080 displays
sharp detall and reliable detection. 225 256x192 | <20mk | 3.5-28x | 1500m....£799 Lo =
SharpIR Al-enhanced imaging improves 325 384x288 | <18mk | 2.5-20x | 2300m..... £1199 Video & audio recording
n:t:ntr.it"s‘\‘:.I Tnl.'illh‘-érge& ration i ﬂg real g;g mg&g 5}gm: g?ﬁzx&: %?Iﬂmizgg {51 BAGB internal memory
time, while isplays prow 12| <18mk | 2- 000m..... =
smooth, high-fesolutian visuals 650 6406512 | <18mk | 3-24x | 3500m... £2499 *) Rechargeable battey

" HIKMICRO =

Gew the Fiorkd i o New Way

NEOS

Compact, lightweight, easy
to use, & built perfectly for  _ i nios
air rifle Itsahml rs alar;tting. 2
Neos pac n HIKMICRO Therma
Tﬁfmgaluqy ﬁﬁm from the Stellar 3.0, with
HSIS Shutterless Technology, Image Pro 3 & Sync Pro
algorithm inside the lightest and most compact

~ HM-NH25L

tube style Thermal Rifle Scope ever Lens Thermal Detector "

« Excellent thermal performance ~ HM-NE25  25mm 1.0 256x192 NETD <18mK 3.5-24.5x 12.2m @ 100m 1200m - £849.99

« Entry into thermal without HM-NH25L 25mm 1.0 320x240 NETD <18mK 3.5-24.5x 12.2m @ 100m 1200m 1000m £999.99
compromising quality HM-NH35L 35mm 1.0 384x288 NETD <18mK 3.2-25.6x 13,1m @ 100m 1800m 1000m £1499.99

'H:-:w,

CONQUEST APIA 65 ez

m SPOTTING SCOPES

87% Light transmission | 20-50x zoom
ZEISS T* coating | Compact & Lightweight

Carry Less. Discover More.
Developed for observers who don't want to compromise waighl
for optical performance when they're on-the-go. With a
compact design and a low weight of only 1,350 grams,
it's the ideal companion for long and dl!rnam:ling adventures.

5’ 7 ZEISS'T Coating

Conquest Apia 65 - 20-50x... ~E1275

Digiscoping Phone Adapter..... .- E175

Digiscoping Eyepiece Mapmr S1/52.,. .E35 iscoping

Conquest Apia stay-on case... ..£130 Phone Adapter - £175 4

SWATCOM

ACTIVE3SG60O

With an adjustable hear-through function, the
Active360 enhances low-level sound such as
volces,range commands and key environmental
cues, while reducing harmful noise to help protect
yourhearing when it matters most. Everything is
quick to configure through an intuitive two-button
control system, supported by a voice-prompted
menu that makes fine tuning simple, even
whenyou're busy, gloved up, or under pressure,

Green, Black, Tan or Orange
RRP £27s NOW £349

MICROWAVE

SILENT DRY

Mine Dehurridiﬂer Pioneer Dehumidifier Cube Dehumidifier Stone
tion; 7 Stone - Absorption: 36g  Maximum Capacity: 9g
Co units RRP £30 £26.99 RRP £25 £21,99 RRP £20 £17.99
ideal for cases rcube
and cabinets. Dehumidifier (LIT70 39
Reusable - Protect your 4
mmmﬁ to muﬂHRP d — \ -
dry out when Small  180ml €45 £39.99 gy
Slmgunlr hhmldiﬂer Dry 'A'aporta::h 12 Guage 0il Pen

full of Medium 240mi €50 £44.99 ‘Stone - Absorption: 650 O appicator pen
maoisture! large  300ml  £55 £49.99 RRP £35 £29.99 RRP £12 £9. 50 £7.99

HRARKILRA
REIDMAR MID 2.0
GITX WALKING BOOTS
(UTURN SYSTEM)

Only around 640g per boot, despite their
leather construction. Medium- length,

87 /20cm shaft and a standard-width last.
Features UTURN wire closures that are
secured with a couple of turns on the

button, and loosened by turning the
button in the opposite direction.

Dark Brown or Willow Green

WILLOW GREEN £299,99

Loser Waiklng Bouts for TORE torlitions scrose

_ Zamberlan FIELD BOOTs iknate

g Pl I.ﬂllml

#ﬂiﬁm!l GTX BOA 0981 Wasatch GTX RR WL
lking Boots Walking Boots
Features an innovative lace Designed for hunters tackling
tightening system. Fast and dense forests, steep rocky
simple 10 operate it slopes, and wet ground, these
guarantees a great fit. high-cut boots combine
Handcrafted in Italy, durability, stability, and
Exgilasﬂng comfort for

Gore Tex Performance » d days in the field,
Comfort lining Gore Tex Performance *

Vibram® 3D Camo Sole Comfort lining
Vibram™® StarTrek |l sole «
RRP £340 £299 RRP £396 £349

Customer Services: For Customer Services, please see our website

PO Box 672, Norwich, NR3 2ZR




SHOOTING VEST

Purpose-built clay shooting vest
designed to offer functional simplicity
and reliable performance for shooters of
all experience levels. With an
ambidextrous tailored fit and dassic
styling in anthracite, this vest delivers
essential features neaded on the range
without unnecessary bulk,

RRP NOW
Dark Green....................£B4 £69.99

% BROWNING

STEFAN

SHIRT

Classic hunting shirt designed
for who appreciate
timeless outdoor apparel.
Taill;n;zd mt:d a fm?h:rnﬁdd
simplicity and ev

cumlnn,wtlﬂs s!m“:{s ideal for
hunters and outdoor enthusiasts
secking refiable dothing during
mild conditions.

= 100% Cotton

RRP NOW
Green...............E66 £49.99

Elegant, classic & light
summer hunting shirt

* 100% cotton
* Lightweight

RRP NOW
Mustard........... £66 £49.99

SEDGEBROOK =, ow | swh

Versatile, semi-formal TRk :
country shirt, ] Hi e
Made from hefty, peached || 110 L1 '
125gsm cotton, this dassic |18 EE TS
country working shirtis the © 81 1 BT SR T
perfect partner to Ridgeline's LIL RUTE SR e : o PRSI g
new collection of high- I, ST 20 i Bartiam e % 21t iy
performance gilets. Available % AR A xR P, IRt A
in a choice of three i Fﬁ,. ot ﬂll
Navy / Storm Russet / Roasted Cashew | Deep Forest / Smokey Olive

contemparary checks, it
features a single chest pocket

RRP £34.99 £29.99 RRP£34.99 £29.99 RRP £3499 £29.99
® ]

and is cut in a middle-of-
=
' g @BERETTA

the-road regular fit
FULL MESH VEST

- Great for warm summer days, the wide mesh
inserts are positioned (n key areas to help aid
| /
| T {
Blue
Heretta

moisture contral. Features cotton padded shooting
Ice Groy & Sulphur Ebony & Ice

Bive Twilight  Black & e Excel  patches, Its cut and wide size range means this

vest is also suitable for women and young people.
lce Grlz & Sulphur Sprng........covivee £79.95
Ebony & Ice Grey.........vveeiccrmsesecsas £79.95
Black & Grey............. e 19,95
Blue Twilight.............. e ET9.95
Black & Blue Excell... e £79.95
Blue Beretta............ccnnnmimiinsiviianne £79.95
Green Moss...... SRR 7, L

Green  Codowan Spiit  Guitish  COTGOVAN SPINL & BATK...rrererror £79.95
Moss & Bark Green  British Green.............cocminvisnsinrinnnins £79.95

Spring Grey

@BERETTA

TEAM T-SHIRT
SHORT SLEEVED

TEAM T-SHIRT
LONG SLEEVED

Men's Beretta Team Short Men’s Beretta Team Long
sleeved shooting t-shirt in sleeved shooting t-shirt in
180 gr jersey cotton with 180 gr jersey cotton with
Beretta Team print on the Beretta Team print on
back. sleeve.

Beretta logo * Beretta logo =

Beretta Team print on back = Beretta print on right sleeve »
Regular fit » ular fit =

White, Black, Blue Total White, Black, Blue Total
Eclipse, Bellwether Blue & Eclipse, Bellwether Blue &
Cordovan Spirit Cordovan Spirit
£35.95 £44.95

SONORAN

SOFTSHELL
High-performance outdoor
series designed for shooters
and outdoor enthusiasts who
demand durability, comfort
and versatility,

Jacket - Gunmetal Black..£149.95
Jacket - Green Stone...... £149.95
Jacket - Flat Dark Earth... £149.95
Vest - Gunmetal Black..... £114.95
Vest - Green Stone......... £114.95
Vest - Flat Dark Earth...... £114.95

HRARKILA
PORTFIELD SHIRT
Men's long-sleeved, easy-iron, classic shirt

that features a 4-hole button dosure,

button-under collar and a left chest

pocket with button closure.

« 98% cotton

+ 2% elastane for

* Breathable

« Sjlent

« Classic,comfortable, fit

Naval BIUe ... eoricrnsicnrnsenienn £59.99

Grape Leal..........ccemismisasminmmsians £59.99

Mandarin Check............cocooer 00002, 59,99

-

HRARKILA
SCANDINAVIAN
TROUSERS

Combining a softness that allows
you to stalk In silence, with a
m‘tii:l f:ﬂm keep‘mmd th
suitable for gamekeeping and other
outdoor activities all year round,
Extremely comfortable to wear

with ventilation zips, phone and
cartridge holder, silent magnetic
pocket dosures and more.
Willow Green / Deep Browm...................E159.99
DARK EARTH /| [RE.TUUTLTIL T RO £159.99
. DEEP BROWN ANTHRACITE SLATE BROWN Dark Earth / Slate Brown...........cvee.... £159.99

% BROWNING
CLAYMASTER

SHOOTING VEST

A dedicated clay-shooting vest
designed for sport shooters who
prioritise essentials on the range.
Combining functional pocketing with
classic shooting vest styling, this piece
supports organised shooting sessions
without unnecessary bulk. Features a
breathable mesh back that enhances
airflow during extended shooting
sessions. RRP NOW
Ash Grey...........ccnn...... £124 £99.99

.25 BROWNING. SOMMI

o
-

”

SUMMIT FLEECE
GILET

Elegant, light and warm
Blue, Brown & Olive

RRP £71 NOW £54.99

MONARCH
GILET

Warm, premium knitted
gilet. Traditional look.

SUMMIT FLEECE
JACKET S
Elegant, light and warm *,
Blue, Brown & Olive L~
RRP 88 NOW £69.99 i

Traditional feel.

Revolutionary performance.

A premium knitted gllet made

from Ridgeline's revolutionary

Moleskin Tech-Knit Supreme

fabric for warmth, wind-

resistance and a luwniously [ |
comfortable hand-feel. It Navy Deep Forest Maody Teak Shale
features two zipped hand RRP £79.99 RRP £79.99 RRP £79.99 RRP £79.99
pockets and a Zipped security £69.99 £69.99 £69.99 £69.99
pocket el 2] B B

@BERETTA

UNIFORM PRO
20.20 VEST

The latest among Beretta shooting vests
and presents numerous innovations both
in terms of materials and design.

Blue Total Eclipse / White..............£129.95

Black Jet / Orange..........ccccnrincinis £129.95
Blue Total Eclipse / Blue Royal....... £129.95
Black / Blue Excell..................co..... £929.95
Ebony [ ce Grey..........cusiniisns £129.95
lce Grey & Sulphur Sprng..........o.e £129.95

BERETTA

PINTAIL HOODIE

Men's Pintail hoodie made of 100% cotton
with Beretta logo embroidered on the front.

* Beretta graphic embroidered on the front
* Pouch pocket on the front

» Beretta logo printed on the back

* Regular fit

Saffron Yellow.........ccccocrrsrrresensss E 73,95
L o[ N KSR
BN o e b

4 WAY STRETCH

EVO PANTS

Men's hunting 4 Way Stretch EVO studied
for different types of hunting and outdoor
activities, especially during autumniwinter,
The pant Is highly elastic, resistamt to the
wind with abrasion resistant inserts in key
areas.

GrEen MIESS. .....coiiivesiaseresensnmens £169.95
Brown Bark........ocoocvvvecvann. £169.,95
GREEN MOSS «a» ¢
HRARKILA
KALIX FLEECE
| WAISTCOAT
A" The Harkila Kalix Fleece Waistcoat is a
; lightweight hunting midlayer designed for

versatile warmth without unnecessary bulk. Built
for hunters and outdoor enthusiasts who require
quiet, flexible clothing in the field, this fleece
waistcoat offers silent insulation while
maintaining excellent freedom of movement.

% DARKEARTH N WILLOW GREEN Dark Earth........ccooovovieisereerssceinnn £119.99
. SHADOW BROWN Willow Green/Shadow Brown.............£119.99
HRRKILA

RAGNAR TROUSERS

The Ragnar trousers are designed for active
hunting and leisure activities. They have a
relatively snug fit and are made from a
stretch fabric that closely follows the body’s
movements. Featuring a vanety of
ventilation options, they are also suitable
for intense exertion and for summer wear.

Willow Green / Shadow Grey....,....£179.99
Duffel Green / Phantom................£179.99

L L0 TFFEL 1 GREY Grey IWIllow GIEen.........ees.uerserees £179.99
| Gaemy | oxgeng | wittow ‘{“'.“ng." e Bl G T £179.99
- stapow Grey | piaxtom ] GREEN ISR Jet Set/ Shadow Grey................... £179.99

5-Star EAEIEIEIET We have over 45,000 5-star reviews 7% Trustpilot

E+OQE Prices subject to change. Goods subject to availability
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Few events better showcase the strength of the
rural community than a charity clay shoot, and
this Warwickshire gathering was no exception.

ne will
struggle to
find a stronger
example of
countryside
folk coming
together than at a charity clay
shoot. While competitive spirit
is encouraged — often fully on
display by sporting celebrities in
attendance — the real winners
are those who benefit from the
funds raised long after the last
cartridge has been fired.

That was certainly the case at the
fifth annual Newton LDP Charity
Clay Shoot, held at Warwickshire's

SPORTING GUN

Shuckburgh Estate, where more
than £46,000 was raised for RABI,
the Royal Agricultural Benevolent
Institution. The event attracted over
240 guests and 180 competitors

— including well-known faces

like Vinnie Jones and Tom Croft -
making it one of the largest and
most successful editions of the shoot
to date.

For Newton LDP, a land and
property consultancy deeply
embedded within the rural sector,
the event has become far more than
a day of sporting competition. Since
its inception, the annual shoot has
grown into a flagship gathering

for the farming, land and property
communities, combining first-class
shooting with fundraising for causes
that directly support those working
within British agriculture.

The latest total means the
event has now generated
almost £185,000 for charitable
causes since the inaugural shoot
was launched, a remarkable
achievement in just five years and a
testament to the generosity of those
who continue to support it.

Held against the backdrop of
the historic Shuckburgh Estate,
competitors enjoyed a day of
sporting targets organised by the
experienced team at Honesberie
Shooting. Known for delivering
challenging yet enjoyable layouts,
the team once again provided a
varied course that tested shooters
of all abilities while ensuring the

SUBSCRIBE TODAY & SAVE ON SHOP PRICE




SPORTING-GUN.COM

NEWTON LDP CHARITY CLAY SHOOT

focus remained firmly on enjoyment
and camaraderie.

As with many successful charity
shoots, however, the shooting
itself was only one part of the
day. The event also offered guests
the opportunity to network, catch
up with friends and colleagues
from across the rural sector and
contribute further through a charity
auction and raffle following lunch.

Catering was provided by
Warwick-based Flying Pig Catering,
ensuring competitors and guests
were well looked after before the
fundraising activities got underway.
The combination of shooting,
hospitality and fundraising has
become a proven formula for the
event, helping it establish itself as
a regular fixture in the diaries of
many within the farming and land
management industries.

At the heart of the day was
support for RABI, an organisation
that has become increasingly
important within modern
agriculture. While many people
mavy still associate the charity
primarily with financial assistance,
its role has expanded significantly
in recent years.

Today, RABI provides practical,
financial and emotional support
to farming people across England
and Wales, helping individuals
and families navigate challenges
ranging from financial hardship
and ill health to mental wellbeing
and family pressures. In an industry
that continues to face economic
uncertainty, changing regulations
and environmental pressures, the
charity’s work has arguably never
been more relevant.

Speaking at the event, Richard >
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Foxon, Managing Director of
Newton LDP, highlighted the
company’s strong connection with
the communities it serves.

“As a business, we are rooted
in the communities and networks
that we work within, especially the
farming industry,” he said. “Having
the opportunity to support the industry
with such a fantastic event is something
we are incredibly proud of.

"Over the past five years, the
charity clay shoot has developed
into a much-anticipated event,
and we're hugely grateful for the
continued backing from the land,
property and farming communities.

SPORTING GUN

Their enthusiasm and generosity
have been instrumental in raising

a substantial sum for RABI, and the
support shown each year continues
to make a real difference.”

Those sentiments were echoed
throughout the day. While clay
shooting provides the platform, the
event’s enduring appeal stems from
the fact that it brings together people
from across the rural economy who
share a common desire to give
something back.

The rural community has long
demonstrated a remarkable ability
to support its own, particularly when
times are difficult. Events such as

this highlight the strength of those
networks and the willingness of
businesses and individuals alike to
contribute to causes that directly
benefit families.

Guests also heard from Paul
Pirie, Head of Fundraising at RABI,
who delivered a keynote address
outlining the charity’s work and
explaining how money raised
through events such as the Newton
LDP Charity Shoot directly supports
people working within agriculture.

Pirie thanked the organisers,
sponsors and participants for their
continued commitment to the cause.

“We are incredibly grateful to

SUBSCRIBE TODAY & SAVE ON SHOP PRICE



NEWTON LDP CHARITY CLAY SHOOT
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everyone who helped make the
Newton LDP Annual Charity Shoot
such a tremendous success — from
the organisers, staff and sponsors to
every guest and shooting team who
took part,” he said.

“The event has truly become
a flagship occasion in the rural
calendar, bringing people together
in support of farming communities
while celebrating the very best of
countryside spirit and generosity.

“Events like this make a real
difference to the work of RABI,
helping us continue to provide
practical, financial and emotional
support to farming people
across the country. On behalt
of everyone at RABI, thank you
to Newton LDP for helping us
continue to be there for our
farmers when support is needed.”

The success of the event would
not have been possible without the
backing of a substantial group of
sponsors drawn from across the
land, development and property
sectors. This year's supporters
included Lodders Solicitors,

Ainscough Strategic Land, GRAF
UK, Mulberry Homes, Hallam
Land, Darbishire Sporting Agents,
Brookbanks, Manor Oak Homes,
Stockton House, Gallagher
Developments and Richard
George Tailoring.

Additional support came from
Sytner Land Rover Coventry,
which supplied a fleet of Land
Rover Defenders to transport guns
and guests around the estate
throughout the day. Their presence
proved invaluable in keeping the
event running smoothly across the
extensive grounds.

As charity shoots continue to

&£ The latest total

means the event has now
generated almost £185,000
for charitable causes 77

play an important role in the rural
calendar, the Newton LDP event
stands as an example of what

can be achieved when sporting
enjoyment is combined with a
worthwhile cause. In an era where
farming faces numerous challenges,
raising awareness and funds for
organisations such as RABI is more
important than ever.

The continued growth of the
event suggests its reputation
is spreading far beyond
Warwickshire. With participation
numbers increasing and
tundraising totals reaching new
heights, it has firmly established
itself as one of the standout charity
shooting events in the region.

Attention will now turn to next
year’s shoot, scheduled to take
place on 13 May, 2027. If the
success of this year's event is
anything to go by, organisers can
expect another strong turnout
and, hopefully, another significant
contribution towards supporting the
people who remain at the heart of
British agriculture.

For those involved, however, the
figures only tell part of the story.
Beyond the £46,000 raised this
year and the £185,000 generated
since the event began lies something
perhaps even more valuable: a
demonstration of the generosity,
community spirit and shared
purpose that continue to define the
rural sector. M
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GAME BIRD HANDLING

IT STARTS WHEN

THE BIRD HITS
THE GROUND

The close season is the moment to look at how your shoot handles dead
game. With lead shot’s exit confirmed for 2029, four leading voices

38

explain why the bar is rising - and how to clear it

By Selena Barr

irst, the caveat that
matters: the great
majority of shoots
handle their game
conscientiously,

and standards have
improved beyond recognition
in a generation. This is not
an indictment of an industry.
But it takes only a minority —
sometimes a single careless

shoot — to undo that good work.

Birds piled at the peg, slung into
a pickup and forgotten while
the Guns head for the pub: the
sight is rare now, but it is exactly
the image our critics reach for —
and the bird that never reaches
the table. The close season is
the moment for every shoot,
however good, to take stock,
because from 2029 the stakes
change again.

The idea for this article came from
Dylan Williams, who organised
and chaired The Game Shooting
Conference in association with

the GWCT which was held in

SPORTING GUN

March at Holland & Holland
Shooting Ground. The panel on
game handling stole the show.

The argument was simple, and
worth restating: the utilisation of
shot game — graded, well handled
and sold - is the most important
leg of shooting’s three-legged
stool. Knock it away and we lose
the central defence of everything
we do. We shoot food — and the
moment a shoot cannot demonstrate
that, it hands our critics their easiest
argument.

THE LEAD RECKONING

The Government has now
confirmed that the sale and use of
lead shot for live quarry shooting
will be banned from 1 April 2029,
after a three-year transition.
That removes the single biggest
barrier keeping British game off
supermarket shelves — lead.
Tristan Kirk of Lincolnshire Game,
which supplies Waitrose, M&S and
Aldi, cannot wait. Once the ban is
in, he says, he can present game

SUBSCRIBE TODAY & SAVE ON SHOP PRICE

to every retailer in the country; the
notion that too much game is shot
is a myth. The problem was never
volume, he argues, but that too little
of it is looked after well enough to
reach a shelf, where people buy
with their eyes.

Stewart Mclntyre of Loyton draws
the corollary. More game entering
the food chain means more scrutiny,
not less — and non-toxic-shot birds
that turn green just as readily if
mishandled. The window to put our
house in order, he warns, is closing.

THE MOST IMPORTANT HOUR

All four converge on one truth:

a bird’s future is decided in the
minutes after it hits the ground. Alan
Hayward of Oakland Park, the

first new game processing plant to
open in the UK in 40 years, puts it
plainly — that next hour is the most
important hour of that bird’s life

as food. Lay birds on their backs,
spaced out, never heaped. “Treat it
as if you want to eat it yourself,” he
says. “If it looks nice and you'd want
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GAME BIRD
HANDLING

to eat it, that’s how every bird should
go out.”

Tristan is more precise still. Heat
damage, he explains, begins
within the first 20 minutes. Birds left
touching one another generate their
own heat and taint the meat, even
on a cold day, and no buyer will
touch anything showing a hint of
green. From the peg the birds should
move quickly to a game cart -
segregated, wings open, breasts up,
hung individually wherever possible
— and then into a chiller at 0-4°C as
fast as can be managed. It is exactly
the regime set out in BASC'’s Guide
to Good Game Handling: rapid
cooling, scrupulous cleanliness and
storing small game at 4°C or below.

THE PROCESSOR'S
BRUTAL MATHS

The economics explain why
processors are so exacting. Alan
grades out around half of everything
he handles — too small, a damaged
breast, a broken leg, a touch of
green — which makes the job barely
profitable but keeps his name in the
game. Tristan’s figures are starker. He
has 14 refrigerated vans covering

all four corners of England. Each
one costs some £50,000, lasts for
three years and holds about 1,000
pheasants; if 40% of a load arrives
heat-damaged, you have driven a
fortune around the country to collect
almost nothing. Picking up a single
bird, he notes, costs at least 50p
before anyone has processed it.

Game is also far costlier to process
than farmed pouliry, Tristan points
out. Chicken is bred for meat and
plucked by machine; a chilled game
bird, held below 4°C, has its feathers
all but welded in, so they must be
drawn by skilled hand and then
waxed — a chicken plant’s worth of
process at a fraction of the speed,
with a vet from the Food Standards
Agency on site every day.

And the market that does exist is
largely abroad. Two-thirds of Alan’s
pheasants are exported, mainly to
Belgium, where they are actually
eaten; English appetite for the whole
bird remains thin, and every exira
stage of handling — breasting,
metal-detecting — erodes the margin
further. The old escape routes are
closing, too: pet food now demands
near human-grade standards, so a
poorly handled bird can no longer
be written oft as dog meat.
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WHAT GOOD LOOKS LIKE

Loyton shows what is possible with
infrastructure and intent. Across its
five sporting shoots on Exmoor,
their chillers are inspected by North
Devon Council where birds are hung
for around 24 hours, then crated,
cocks and hens kept separate, and
graded again before Oakland

Park collects. Because the quality is
reliable, Stewart’s shoots are paid
for their game in a season when
many dealers stopped collecting
altogether or charged shoots to take
birds away.

One Loyton investment deserves
singling out: they train the person on
the game cart. The cart, not the peg, is
where a bird’s fate as food is sealed.
This is arguably the most important
step in the process. The game cart
handler grades each bird and sets

aside the damaged ones before one
spoiled bird taints a tray. However big
or small, every shoot should frain their
game cart handler properly.

“How can we justify going out and
shooting pheasants, then paying to
get rid of them as if they were a waste
byproducte” he asks. He is equally
candid about the regulatory vacuum.
Much of what shoots ought to be
doing is already a legal requirement
few realise exists — anyone supplying
game to an approved handling
establishment must have a trained
person to inspect the birds and
complete a declaration — yet there
is little enforcement and no real
penalty for getting it wrong. Cost,
he concedes, is a barrier for smaller
shoots, but a chiller “doesn’t have to
cost a fortune”. His sharpest point is
traceability: walk info a beef or dairy
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farm, ask to see every record and
inspection, and you are handed the
folder. Few shoots could survive the
same scrutiny — and that, he argues, is
the gap the industry must close.

SELF-REGULATE,
OR BE REGULATED

John Duncan of Roxtons, which
books days across some 60
shoots, has watched assurance
schemes come and go — from the
British Game Alliance and Aim to
Sustain to today’s Trusted Game,
under which a Yorkshire shoot he is
involved with recently earned a gold
award after a full vet inspection. Not
every shoot can run a Loyton-grade
operation, and John is a realist
about it. In the north he opened
his own chiller so smaller shoots
could hang their game and have it
collected in one place — a model
he believes more areas should
adopt. His abiding frustration is that
not every shoot signed up to self-
regulation when it had the chance.
Had the whole community done so,
he believes, we would be far better
placed to defend ourselves now.
The alternative, all four agree, is
regulation imposed by people who
understand nothing of sustainable
shooting or rural land management.
There is reason for optimism, if the
industry raises its game. With beef
and other meats having roughly
doubled in price, well-handled
game at a steady price suddenly
looks attractive. New routes are

opening too. Eat Wild - the only
body marketing British game in

this country, and funded entirely

by Guns through a voluntary
50p-per-bird is no longer shifting
the odd brace but moving game
by the tonne, with one catering
partner alone placing 54 tonnes of
venison on its menus this year. Its
work has put venison and pheasant
info stadiums and hospitality from
Wimbledon and Twickenham to the
Oval, Edgbaston and Wembley,
onto the shelves of every major
supermarket, and into NHS and
nursery kitchens. That is exactly the
market Tristan and the others need,
and it costs a shoot almost nothing
to build: the levy is litlle more than
six pounds a Gun on a 100-bird
day. Any shoot not yet signed up
should add the 50p to its invoices
and back the campaign - the case,
and the sign-up, are at eatwild.co.
The Country Food Trust, meanwhile,
turns shot game into meals for food
banks. Guns are wising up too: John
is increasingly asked questions such
as “where’s the game going? Does
it have a route to market?” before a
day is booked.

START NOW

Which returns us to the close
season — the moment to walk your
larder, confirm the chiller holds
0-4°C, send a competent person
on the trained-person qualification,
agree collection dates and grading
standards with your dealer, and

BEST PRACTICE

brief every picker-up and beater.
None of it is glamorous. All of it is
the difference between producing
food and producing waste.

A sensible first step is BASC's
Guide to Good Game Handling at
basc.org.uk/game-handling-guide,
which sets out the practical steps
and food hygiene rules that apply
to your shoot. Because come 2029,
when the lead excuse has gone,
there will be nowhere left to hide a

badly handled bird. B
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‘0o nothing’ and red squirrels will
be extinct in mainland England
within 25 years, government
warned. Conor 0’Gorman
investigates

hen |
was a
child, we
had red
squirrels
ina
mature oak tree at the end of
the garden and thought nothing
of it. Fast forward 40 years

and seeing a red in any garden
nationwide would be

a treasured occasion.

Red squirrels have declined
dramatically in England, largely due
to squirrel pox virus and competition
from invasive grey squirrels and
habitat loss.

The species is also being forgotten
in the public consciousness. A recent
survey of 2,000 children aged 8 to
15, commissioned by Center Parcs in
collaboration with The Wildlife Trusts,
found that one in three was unaware
that red squirrels live in Britain.

From an estimated 3.5 million
red squirrels 150 years ago, the
population has fallen to around
120,000 today, confined largely to
Scotland, northern England, and a
handful of offshore islands.

Research recently carried out by
the Zoological Society of London
on behalf of Natural England has
set out the causes behind the red
squirrel’s dramatic decline and,
crucially, what it will take to reverse
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HELP THEM OR LOSE THEM

it. The main finding is hardly rocket
science — we need to kill more grey
squirrels nationwide.

However, let’s look briefly
at the research results and
recommendations, which have
been published in a report
titted ‘England Red Squirrel
Recovery Strategy’.

The researchers looked at the
pros and cons of 18 ways to
reverse the red squirrel population
decline with consideration of
cost, public acceptability, animal
welfare, non-target species
bycatch, and socio-economic
factors such as tree damage.

The options included various
combinations of grey squirrel control
measures, red squirrel translocations,
and the use of grey squirrel fertility
control and a squirrel pox vaccine
(should they become available).

Doing nothing, continuing with
the current status quo, and switching
from lethal management of grey
squirrels to fertility control alone
would all fail to deliver red squirrel
recovery, with a high chance of red
squirrel extinction across mainland
England over the next 25 years.

England-wide grey squirrel
control was found to offer the best
chance for large-scale red squirrel
recovery, but with high monetary
costs, high species bycatch
potential, welfare concerns, and
predicted low public support.

The public support aspect
is interesting. If there was a
nationwide grey squirrel cull an
estimated 55.7% of the public
would be opposed.

PHOTOGRAPH: GETTYIMAGES/ANITA NICHOLSON

What happens next will
be fascinating — will the
recommendations be mothballed
for fear of upsetting folk - or
will the government invest the
resources needed to save the
reds whilst taking the opportunity
to educate an increasingly
disconnected and squeamish
public on the realities of wildlife
management for nature recovery.

Putting red squirrel recovery to
one side, there is also an economic
argument for a nationwide
government supported cull of greys.

Grey squirrels cause significant
damage by stripping bark from
trees, which affects timber quality,
woodland health, and long-
term forest resilience. The total
cost of grey squirrels to the UK
economy has been estimated at
£37-40million annually.

Surprisingly, scientists don’t know
why squirrels strip bark — there are
just several theories.

In Britain, bark stripping often
occurs in spring and early summer
when food is plentiful, suggesting
that hunger alone does not explain
the behaviour.

Are squirrels seeking extra nutrients
such as sugars or minerals to meet
the extra demands of breeding, are
they using bark stripping as part of
aggressive or territorial behaviour,
or perhaps they are self-medicating
against parasites?

A bark stripping assessment
is being carried out by the
UK Squirrel Accord to help
create a national overview of
damage levels and support local
management strategies.

You can carry out a survey in any
woodland that you own, manage
or have permission to access. The
assessment involves walking a
transect through the woodland and
recording fresh and cumulative bark
damage at regular intervals before
submitting the results online. M
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eretta’s dominance

in the semi-automatic

shotgun market

is a relatively
Lloyd Pattison puts Beretta’s radical new AX800 modern story when

to the test and discovers how decades of gas- , compared to the
history of the company. It began

operated semi-auto development, cutting-edge in earnest following World War
materials and recoil-reducing technology have Il. Seeking to expand beyond its
combined to create one of the most futuristic aioUS Hieelkc-etioh suslguns,

Beretta introduced the Model 60
shotguns the company has ever produced in 1955. This early design relied

44 SPORTING GUN SUBSCRIBE TODAY & SAVE ON SHOP PRICE



on a recoil-operated system,
where the backward force of the
fired shell cycled the action.

The true revolution occurred in
1968 with the launch of the A300.
This model marked Beretta’s pivot
to a gas-operated system. Instead
of relying on raw recail, gas
operation bleeds oft a small amount
of high-pressure combustion gas
from the barrel to drive a piston,
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which unlocks and cycles the bolt.
This mechanism offered a massive
engineering advantage: it drastically
reduced felt recoil for the shooter
and handled varying ammunition
loads with much greater reliability.
Throughout the late 20th
century, Beretta continuously
refined this gas system. The A301,

A302, and A303 series became
legendary for their durability in the

NEW BERETTA AX800 SUPREMA

L

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

NAME: Beretta AX800 Suprema
CALIBRE: 12
BARREL LENGTH: 28" on test, 26, and 30

available

WEIGHT: 3.5kg or 7.5lb as reviewed
LOP: Adjustable

RRP: From £2,445

CONTACT: GMK Ltd, sales@gmk.co.uk

field. In the 1990s, the AL390 and
subsequent AL391 Urika models
intfroduced self-regulating gas
valves. This innovation allowed
the shotguns to reliably cycle
everything from light target loads
to heavy magnum hunting shells
without manual adjustment.

My first shotgun, in 1988 was an
A301 and | can tell you that even
then the recoil reduction vs an O /U
was noticeable. Recently, Beretta's
A400 series has set the bar for gas
guns. The modern action utilises
the B-Link gas system, combining
a rotating bolt with a redesigned
gas piston. This allows the shotgun
to cycle up to 36% faster than
competing models, while integrated
recoil reduction systems (like Kick-
Off) absorb up to 70% of the kick.

If you have been paying
attention, and since you are reading
this | guess there is a decent chance
you have, you will have noted that
Beretta are not afraid of investing in
R&D and trying new things, which
explains the radical new gun we are
looking at today.

THE ENGINEERING

The AX800 is as close to a science
fiction prop made real as | have
seen when it comes to shotguns
and yet when speaking to Pietro
Scovazzo | learned that the
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appearance was not part of the
primary brief for this new model,
it evolved from the design process
and choice of materials.

During Covid, with engineers at
home, the team floated a question:
“How do we improve on the A400

Extreme Pluse” Targeted squarely
at the tech focussed wildfowling >
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SHOTGUN
REVIEW

hence started with a Steelium Pro
tube topped with a 7mm step rib. The
internals of the Steelium Pro barrel
are already engineered to deliver

market, the team took a fresh look
at the problem with no guard rails
and decided to start with the best
barrel tech available at the time, and

SPORTING GUN

best in class recoil reduction, but
opting for this barrel tech on a gun
at this price point was a bold move.
Additionally the rib is drilled for
fitting of a pic rail should the shooter
decide they need to mount optics or
accessories forward of the receiver.
The B-LINK gas system was the
next challenge. The A400 is no
slouch when it comes to cycling and
is already optimised for gas flow,
so the team looked to motorsport
for inspiration. Being only 90 miles
from Ferrari HQ, one can imagine
that the engineers at Beretta are
open to influences from advances
in automotive technology. The team
opted to look at coatings for the
stainless steel gas piston that would
reduce fouling (which let's face it,
is the bane of gas operated guns)

SUBSCRIBE TODAY & SAVE ON SHOP PRICE




NEW BERETTA AX800 SUPREMA

and increase longevity, just like
the cylinders in a modern engine.
Beretta claim the system is 46%
cleaner than before and 36% faster
than any gas system released before.
The stock was another area of
focus for the team, improving the
existing Kick-Off Plus recoil system
with the new Kick-Off Pro but
incorporating adjustability for drop,
cast, and interchangeable cheek
pads and pistol grips, means this is
a gun that can be adapted to almost
any user and handle the heaviest
wildfowl loads for those birds you
would swear are wearing little plate
carriers under their feather jackets.
Tying all of this together, and of
course the most radical thing about
the gun at first sight is the use of
technopolymer throughout. Black

SPORTING-GUN.COM

plastic shotguns are hardly new,

but Beretta, who have already
proven the use of this material in the
ARX160 AR and ARX200 DMR, in
use with Esercito ltaliano since 2008
had no qualms about using plastic
for the receiver as well. This choice
led the team to a design unbound
by convention, as injection moulding
meant they could do wild things that
would be prohibitively expensive
and heavy if milled from aluminium

or steel. Polymer obviously does
not corrode or oxidise, and requires
no lubrication which is perfect for a
piece of its kind, but it also doesn't
resonate, which further reduces

felt recail.

BALANCE
Picking up the 7V2lb AX800 for

the first time one is immediately
struck by the feel of the gun in the
hand. The ergo is as radical as it b3

The Kick-Off Pro

recoil system
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Grippy rubber coating and
QD mounts are well suited to
adventurous shooters

looks and this translates to a feel
unlike anything I've shot before. The
balance is extremely neutral and
shouldering it for the first time just
feels weird, there is no other way
to describe it. This feeling continues
the first time you pull the flat trigger
blade (another first on a shotgun
as far as | am aware) the trigger
has a little creep but it's surprisingly
smooth, and pleasantly light. The
oversized controls are easy to use,
and understand. The oversized
trigger guard and large safety
button are obviously designed to be
used while wearing gloves, but feel
easy to find and operate without.
The fore-end is chunky and
features sections of grippy rubber
coating that offer positive grip and
feel quite premium, capped with the

SCORES:

DESIGN: 17/20
Out there, but in a good way, the AX800 looks

like it belongs to a colonial space marine.
HANDLING: 17/20

The only surprise with this gun is the total lack
of recail.

ERGONOMICS: 17/20

Excellent, well thought out ergo and controls,
although shooters with smaller hands might
struggle.

QUALITY: 17/20

Beretta semi auta’s never disappoint here in my
experience..

VALUE: 17/20 Given what's included, this

gun is a steal.

TOTAL: 85 - Great*

Addendum:

0-19: stinker avoid at all costs;
21-40: buyer beware; 41-60:
fair; 61-80: good; 81-90: great;
91-99: iconic, must have; 100:
perfect, this gun transcends
scoring and deigns to exist
despite the laws of physics.
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B-LOK (are you seeing a B-Pattern?)
nut requiring only a 1/3rd of a turn
to release. The nut has a swivel stud
for standard sling fitting, but the
stock and fore-end also feature QD
mounts for more adventurous users.

The sci-fi receiver is drilled for
optics as well as the rib, so owners
will not be short of options there.
Clever touches abound here with
the front of the enlarged trigger
guard acting as a feed ramp for
slick reloads further enhanced
by the fact that the elevator stays
open when the bolt is in battery,
clearing the loading gate, means
slotting in additional cartridges
without overcoming the resistance of
elevator spring is a doddle.

| can say honestly and without
hyperbole that shooting the
AX800 with normal clay loads is
disorienting the first few times, as
the lack of recoil and resonance
from the gun is almost spooky.
Heavier loads (up to 3%2") are
dealt with in just as eerie a manner
with the combination of barrel,
polymer receiver, Kick-off and
B-uffer (B-ok we get it) recoil pad,
meaning this gun is engineered
from top to bottom to shoot hot
loads faster and more comfortably
than any other auto loader on
the market.

For the clay shooter this might
seem like overkill, but | am sure there
are plenty of people out there with
shoulder injuries or who just don't
like recoil who will love this gun for
all sorts of applications.

The swing is about what you
would expect for a gun of this
weight with no surprises in the
handling, or the ability to break
clays. This will of course translate
to all manner of quarry from the
hide or foreshore. 7%2lb isn't ‘racing
snake’ spec, but it’s light enough to
be handy, and | reckon more than

a few of these will - in their various
camo finishes — find their way into
the hands of pest control shooters on
corvids and pigeons, as well as the
intended wildfowl shooters.

With an RRP of £2,445 the AX
is a little more than the current
A400 Extreme Plus, but honestly,
Beretta have thrown the kitchen
sink at this gun from a technical
perspective, and | think the price is
beyond reasonable for what you
are getting.

This new generation of
autoloaders is sure to be polarising
with adherents to both new and old
technologies and those who clutch
their pearls at the plastic receiver,
but in all honesty, | can't see anyone
shooting one and not being actually
impressed with what Beretta have
achieved. | expect we will see more
like it in future. B
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GUN BARREL
HOKE CLEAN!

Keep your shotguns in top
condition using Witham Group’s
award-winning Gun Care range.

Scan to discover the products
and use code SG20 for a
20% DISCOUNT on their entire
range of lubricants and paints.

WITHAMGROUP.CO.UK
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DECOYING DIARIES

FROM ROGK FAGES
T0 FLIGHTLINES

For more than 20 years, Jerry Moffatt was addicted to climbing some of
the world’s toughest rock faces. Today, that same passion is reserved for
pigeon shooting, with the former world No.1 climber spending almost
every day with a gun in the hide or at a clay ground

WORDS & PHOTOGRAPHY: MATT KIDD
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JERRY MOFFATT

he middle of the pea
field was almost
bare. Several
days of sustained
attention from
woodpigeons had
left a noticeable scar through
the centre of the crop. The
farmer had been pulling his
hair out, rightly concerned that
without intervention much of the
field would simply disappear.
Bangers had helped keep the
birds moving between shooting
sessions, and Jerry Moffatt
— former world No.1 climber
turned passionate decoyer — had
been here six times already.
Despite thinning the population
considerably, the woodies
continued to return in numbers,
dropping into the peas
whenever the opportunity
presented itself.

As we arrive, hundreds
of pigeons lift off the small
field. | quickly unpack the
cameras as Jerry begins
assembling the hide. |
normally see decoyers
waiting, judging the wind,
watching flightlines. Jerry
already knows exactly where
the poles are going, as if they
are going into old holes. | ask why:
“It is the only spot to safely shoot
this field. Dog walkers often cut
along the hedgeline in front to get
to the nearby village, and the road
which is behind us is, for me, too
close for comfort if shooting from the
opposite hedgeline,” he explains.
“This position gives us safe shooting
in front, to the left, and to the right.
Plus, the hedge behind offers great
concealment.” Public footpaths,
neighbouring roads and nearby
houses are considered long before
the first decoy is positioned on any of
Jerry’s permissions. Every field in his
permission has already been scouted
with a golf rangefinder that lives
permanently in his decoy bag, with
key distances committed to memory.
Flightlines follow safety, every time.

It is obvious he has built his hide
hundreds of times before and it is
completed in minutes. Four poles are
stuck in the ground in a rhomboid
shape, small-side facing where the
decoys will go. We have all built a
hide which is a little big for the netting
or a little cramped to sit comfortably,
but Jerry has devised his own
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method for fixing that. Three lengths
of black PVC pipes with drill holes on
each end go over his hide poles and
are clamped in place to make the
optimal-sized shell. The perfect length
of camo stealth net then goes on
first, followed by a ghillie net, about
Qin lower than the stealth net so that
you can see whats going on in front
of you without being seen. Each is
clamped, then some natural foliage
is added to the front, taken from the
hedge. It blends in beautifully, and is
the perfect size for Jerry and his dog.
Or Jerry and me, on this occasion.
The wind is into our right shoulder
when looking directly out of the hide.
The decoy pattern itself is refreshingly
uncomplicated. Twenty decoys are
placed into the peas, facing roughly
into wind, the first is 25 long paces
directly in front. Five paces 90-degrees
to the right, Jerry stamps in a rotary
and pops on two cold pigeons from a
previous outing. Five paces to the left
of the original decoy, he puts a pair

of flappers. This is to encourage any
incoming birds to cross the front of the
hide before committing to land. Any
shot birds will be upturned where they
land or picked.

We settle behind the netting,
able to see clearly through the
Stealth Net while remaining almost
invisible ourselves. It takes barely
five minutes. A pair of woodpigeons
appears from our left, heading
over the decoys to the rotary. Jerry
remains motionless until both birds
are committed, mounts the gun
folding the front bird first, before
dropping the second, further away
bird almost instantaneously after.

A smile from Jerry. As starts go, it
could hardly have been better.

As is often the way when one
gets the cameras out, all went pretty
quiet. Between the odd singles and
pairs of pigeons, | was able to learn
more about Jerry, a legend of the
climbing world.

“I grew up on a farmhouse in M
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DECOYING
DIARIES

Leicestershire, and that's where

my love of the outdoors began.

| had a gat gun, followed by an air
rifle and eventually a side-by-side
12 bore when | turned 14. Rough
shooting filled many afternoons
and, although the bags were really
small the excitement was immense.
A box of cartridges would probably
last me two months,” he laughs.

“I can still remember going into the
gunshop to buy a box of cartridges.
It was super exciting.”

Jerry, being severely dyslexic,
attended a specialist school in
Somerset before moving to St
David’s College in Wales. Rugby
and cricket occupied much of his
spare time, until he tried climbing at
the age of 15. “| was immediately
hooked. | packed in everything and

became obsessed with climbing.”
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By 17, he had left school and
hitchhiked to Tremadog in Snowdonig,
spending the entire summer climbing.
The progression was extraordinary.
Within a year he had completed what
was then regarded as the hardest
route in Britain. The following year,
he made a first ascent of a climb in
the Peak District that nobody else
had done before. He was the best in
Britain, with a single desire to be the
best in the world. “| thought if | wanted
to do that, | had to go to America,”

he adds.

And so he did. By 19, Jerry had
completed America’s toughest
climbs. Routes that others spent
three days working, Jerry climbed
in around 10 minutes without a
fall. He won the inaugural round of
the Climbing World Cup in 1989,
topped the world rankings, travelled
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the globe establishing first ascents
and became one of climbing’s
defining figures. Ambassadorships
with brands like Patagonia, Oakley
and Swatch followed, along
with television appearances and,
much later, his award-winning
autobiography: Revelations. Yet
despite all that, medals were never
his motivation.

“I was ranked No. 1, winning
the biggest competitions and prize
money. | had Americans coming up to
me in bars like, ‘Hey, you're that guy,
Mottait — Let me buy you a drink!’
But | loved first ascents,” he admits,
pausing to take a more hopeful shot
at a flighting pigeon high on our right.
“People look at a piece of rock and
wonder it it is possible — | wanted to
be the person who would prove it

could be climbed.”
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Completing a first ascent gives
the climber the opportunity to name
the route, leaving a lasting legacy.
There are hundreds bearing Jerry’s
name around the globe. Climbers
continue to travel from around
the world to attempt lines he
established nearly 40 years ago.
“|'ve even got one in Japan called
‘Moffatt’s Traverse’ — | didn’t even
know about that one until a couple
of years ago,” he laughs.

Every now and again, likely
distracted with a pigeon coming into
view, Jerry’s stories about climbing
and close calls are interrupted.

We talked about the usual guns,
cartridges and chokes. His choice
is a Browning 525 XS-Pro Crown,
choked light-tull in both barrels.

He has a particular affection for
Fiocchi 32g No.6 Bio Wad Pigeon

SPORTING-GUN.COM

JERRY MOFFATT

cartridges right now. And he has a
second 525 in the cabinet. Jerry’s
favourite time to go decoying is when
Test Match Special is on, played
through a portable radio.

We hadn’t seen much action but
at least a couple dozen pigeons
had been added to the bag. After
an hour or so Jerry kindly offered to
switch over for a while. Typically, on
changing seats and unslipping my
gun, there was a load of action in and
around the decoys despite us walking
around the hide. When | finally
loaded the gun, all but one pair had
moved off. | shot at the closer bird of
a pair dropping in and cleanly killed
that and the one behind it with the
one cartridge. A good start.

| sat behind the hide and waited
for the next opportunity, and
continued probing Jerry’s past with

eyes fixed on the field in front.

“| liked the physicality of climbing
and | liked the fear of it,” he says. “A
lot of success came down to genetics.
| was very thin and wiry, with a good
power-to-weight ratio. But | also
think, with my dyslexia and struggling
so much at school, you feel inferior to
a lot of people. | was determined to
show that | was good at something.”

He pauses for a moment, as | fire
another couple shots successfully.
“At 40, and starting a family, |
decided to retire from professional
climbing. | loved racing go-karts —
until | had a bad crash. | bought and
raced a Group-B Peugeot Rally Car
which | loved, and surfing was my
other huge passion — until | broke
my neck in Lanzarotel!

“I still climb - | co-own The
Foundry Climbing Centre in >

SPORTING GUN
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Sheffield, which is where | get

my income to afford to do what

| enjoy, along with book sales.
But after retiring, | found myself
always thinking about shooting,”
says Jerry, as another pigeon
finally heads to the decoys, but |
stood and shot at it too early with
it banking and heading back in
the direction from which it came.
“I've still got Archie Coats’ Pigeon
Shooting book that | was given for
my birthday when | was about 14.
| remember reading it again and
thinking, ‘I'd love to do that with
my life.””

The problem, he explains, was
that shooting isn't a sport you simply
wander back into after 30 years
away, unlike climbing. “I had no
friends that shot, and | didnt really
know where to go clay shooting.
You can't just go pigeon shooting
because you haven't got any
permission. You don't really want to
turn up on a game shoot and say, I
haven't shot for 30 years. Can
| come game shooting?’ either.”

Eventually, he decided there was
only one way to force the issue.

“I just thought, right, I'm going to
buy a gun. | still had my old one,
but | thought if | buy another gun,
then I've got to go shooting.” That
decision proved to be the catalyst
he needed and later purchased a
guided pigeon day in Lincolnshire
with a friend who was also keen
to shoot. “We probably only shot
about 30, but it was amazing,” he
laughs. “We should have shot 200,
but we couldn't hit anything!”

That first outing was enough
to reignite a passion that had
lain dormant for more than three
decades. A chance meeting with
another pigeon shooter while
accompanying a friend on a
falconry day soon led to more
invitations, before Jerry gradually
secured permissions of his own
around Sheffield.

These days, shooting occupies
much of Jerry’s time, with him found
in the hide or on the clay ground
around five times a week. From
November to January he’ll spend
around 10 days on pheasants with
his syndicate and a handful of other
days. Spring is dedicated almost
entirely to improving his technique
on the clay ground, before attention
turns to peas, standing crops,
stubbles and beans as the pigeon

SPORTING GUN

shooting season gathers pace.

“My son calls me a try-hard,”
he laughs. “When I'm not shooting
pigeons or game, I'm at the clay
ground trying to get better. March,
April and May are when I'll really
work on my technique.” That pursuit
of improvement has seen him
regularly in front of top shot
Nick Hendrick, with several lessons
each year helping to refine his
approach, along with many days
spent in the hide together.

“Nick’s helped my shooting
massively,” Jerry explains. “It’s all
about getting away from looking
at the bead or gun, and instead
focusing wholly on the bird. Every
shot comes from behind:; it's either
swing-through or swing-to.” As if
on cue, | too did my bad habit of
checking the gun with a crossing
pigeon in front and missed with the
first barrel before sorting things out
and hitting it with the second. Jerry
gave me a knowing smile.

The bag was just over the 40 mark,
light of where we expected by some
way, though conditions weren't ideal.
Normally | would have been keen to
stick it out, but having committed to
an evening function | had to leave.
We had still done our bit and gave
the farmer some welcome respite, but
the pigeons clearly weren't finished
with this field. A text later that evening
to Jerry said that hundreds of pigeons
were back feeding on the peas.

The following afternoon, Jerry
returned to the same spot, timing his
arrival for much later in the day. It
proved to be the right decision. In
just over an hour he fired more than
200 cartridges as pigeons poured
back onto the peas.

As for me, | left with something
arguably more valuable than a
big bag. | had spent an afternoon
learning how one of the world’s
greatest climbers had found himselt
back doing exactly what he had
dreamt of as a 14-year-old boy. B
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MegaVR"®

4

IT'S NOT REAL SHOOTING

The MegaVR Simstock was never designed to replace “Real Shooting”.

Our mission is this - Improve real shooters performance, FAST.

24-26 JULY 2026

RAGLEY HALL
STAND H1448

We speak to shooters every day. And if you're skeptical about practicing
with VR, you are not alone.

But here's the thing. Those guys on the stand to your left and right, if
they aren't secretly upping their game with a Simstock already, they
soon will be.

T _-:-_"._" ‘ it
It's the reason we get reviews like this - o Rl e SR

“I cannot heap enough praise on this device as a training
tool. The realism in feel and perceived lead and distance is
astonishing. My scores have jumped from low 70’s to 90's.
I attribute this entirely to shooting VR with the MegaVR
Simstock.” Darren Bailey.

That's a jump in real scores of over 28%)!
*Meta Quest headset not included

It’s just a game, there’'s no way it transfers to real life...

That's one of our favourite lines because we know that once you've tried it, like thousands of others, you'll be shocked at the feel of the
realism. The weight. The balance. The swing. The lead. Everything perfectly matched to your real gun so you can practice over and over
again in VR, saving you thousands (or even tens of thousands) of pounds over time.

And next time you get to the stands for real, the guys to your left and right
won't know what's got into you. But they'll see your score take a dramatic
leap upwards!

. S

i

aVR® SIMSTOCK

www.megavr.co.uk

Meg

Maybe you'll tell them how you've improved so fast... Great, we'd love to help them too! Still Skeptical?
Or maybe you keep it a secret... Perhaps you don't tell them it's the fact that you have the most adjustable VR E -
stock on the market that feels exactly like mounting and swinging your real gun. =

Will you mention you've been practicing the movements and smashing thousands of clays between real outings?
Or that shells are FREE in VR so you can fill your boots and shoot as many as you can before your arms ache? On
that note, you won't even notice the muscle memory and stamina you'll quickly build at home until everyone else
on the stands simply can't keep up.

www.megavr.co.uk

Honestly, we might be the best kept secret in the entire shooting community.

What do the professionals think about the MegaVR Simstock?

"I find the MegaVR Simstock and Clay
Hunt VR to be incredibly useful. I've been
using the setup to teach my students to
correct mistakes. I recommend it to anyone
serious about improving their
performance.”

Cesar Athie, NCSA Certified Level 2
Legendary Coach of Champions

"I found it absolutely amazing! It's so
unforgiving, it's not just fun and games!
In the analysis I could see every single
detail. Some people can't get out during
the week and shoot a hundred shots,
especially when it's cold!”

Oliver Simons
European Championship U18 Gold

UNLIMITED CLAYS | UNLIMITED SHELLS | UNLIMITED PRACTICE

www.megavr.co.uk info@megavr.co.uk owww.facebook.com/MegaVR.Simstock/
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Two storied competitions - the Clay Shooting
Classic and the Sporting Gun Clubman - return
to Eaton Hall this autumn. Here’s everything

you need to know

he Sporting
Gun Clubman
Championship has not
been shot since 2012.
The Clay Shooting
Classic has been dark
since 2022. This October, both
return to Eaton Hall Shooting
Ground in Derbyshire.

Fourteen years is a long time
to wait. Long enough for novice
shooters who were cutting their
teeth on the Clubman circuit in

SPORTING GUN

2012 to have become seasoned
competitors. Long enough for the
competition to have passed into
the kind of folklore that gets talked
about at grounds up and down the
country — the scores, the shoot-offs,
the teams that came within a clay of
taking the prize home. Long enough,
frankly, for its absence to have
started feeling permanent.

But it is back. And alongside it, the
Clay Shooting Classic — dormant
since Phil Gray claimed the title in

2022. His performance that year
was comprehensive: he topped the
Sporting podium, claimed the Blaser
F16 prize, and then won the Pool
Shoot for good measure. The trophy
has been in his keeping ever since.

It you shoot clays competitively,
you already know what both of
these mean. The Classic has a roll
of honour worth being on. The
Clubman has a team trophy worth
winning. Both have been absent for
too long, and both are back with
something to prove.

EATON HALL SHOOTING
GROUND, DERBYSHIRE

The venue needs no introduction to
anyone who shoots competitively
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CLAY COMPETITION REVIVAL

in this country. The shooting ground
at Doveridge has hosted numerous
serious clay shooting competitions
— itis a CPSA Premier Plus ground
and was named Clay Ground of the
Year at the Great British Shooting
Awards 2026 - and it is exactly the
right stage for what is being asked
of it here.

The topography gives course
designers genuine options — the
kind of ground where you can show
targets that demand real reading, real
execution, and no margin for lazy
technique. It does not flatter poor
form. It does not offer easy stands to
compensate for hard ones. What it
offers is an honest test, set by people
who know what one looks like.

SPORTING-GUN.COM

Gray was the
ampion of the
ooting Classic

CLAY SHOOTING CLASSIC
2026: 1-4 OCTOBER

* Opento all. 125 targets.
15 stands.

* 3 x Quadlifying days.

e 1 x Final Day (Shooters that
have qualified in Lettered
Class or Category — which
will be over 100 shooters)
with a top 6 super final at
the end.

e Finals day on Sunday.

The Classic’s format has always
rewarded the shooter who can
maintain output across a full card
without leaking targets in the middle.
125 birds over 15 stands means
there is nowhere to hide a bad patch
and nothing to bail you out if your

concentration drops at the wrong
moment. The shooters who have won
it previously will tell you the same
thing: the margins at the top are
small, and they are decided by the
stands you almost took for granted.
Phil Gray, the reigning champion,
will be the man to beat. Whether
you are coming to take his crown or
to put your own name on the trophy
tor the first time, the field is open.
The prize list is currently being

secured, but based on the 2022
benchmark — £4,000 in cash and
£4,000 in product - it will be
substantial. High Gun is anticipated
to carry a top-end gun from

one of the major manufacturers,
with Ladies and Junior category
prizes alongside. Full details will

be published once sponsorship

is finalised.

SPORTING GUN CLUBMAN
CHAMPIONSHIP 2026: 3-4
OCTOBER

e Open to individuals and
teams who are B Class
and below, or non-CPSA
registered.

e 100 targets: 25 single-barrel
DTL, 25 English Skeet, 50
English Sporting.

e Teams — 5 Person ( 2 x SNR,

1 xLDY, 1 xJNR, 1 x VET).

The Clay Shooting
2 Person team (Any Category) »3

Classic Cup
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This one needs to be said clearly:
the Clubman has been gone since
2012. That is not a brief hiatus. That
is 14 years without one of grassroots
clay shooting’s most distinctive
competitions — a championship with
its own identity, its own history, and
a prize structure built specifically to
reward club shooters rather than the
elite. That changes this autumn.

The format is 100 targets: 25
single-barrel DTL, 25 English Skeet,
50 English Sporting. B Class and
below, or non-CPSA registered. A
Class need not apply - this is not
their competition. The Clubman was
always about finding the best club
shooter operating below the elite
tier, and the best team any club
can put on the line. That brief has
not changed.

The discipline mix is unforgiving
in the way that all-round formats
are unforgiving. You cannot carry a
weakness into this competition and
expect it to stay hidden. Solid DTL,
composed skeet, and the ability
to read and execute on English
Sporting targets — that is what the
winner will have. That is what the
winning team will have.

-
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Team prizes: a Laporte trap for
the winners, a pallet of clays for
the runners-up. Individual prizes
across High Gun, Ladies, Junior
and Veterans. If entries come in fast
enough, the competition may open
from Friday 2 October — so do
not leave your entry late and find
yourself squeezed on squad times.

ENTER BOTH — THE
CLASSIC AND THE
CLUBMAN

The overlap is obvious and
deliberate. Classic shooters who
are eligible for the Clubman -

B Class and below — can shoot
Thursday and Friday in the
Classic betore moving straight
into the Clubman on Saturday
and Sunday. Four competition
days, two titles, one venue. For
the shooter with the form and the
stamina to back it up, the double is
there to be done.

The Clubman has been gone 14
years. The Classic for three. Both are
back, the ground is booked, and the
only question that remains is who is
going to step up and get their name
on these trophies. B
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masterpiece of Anglo - Italian creation =*
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Whether you are a complete beginner to clay shooting or a seasoned
shot, our 2026 comprehensive guide will help you take your sport to
the next level. Inside, you’ll discover how to improve your gun mount,
choose the best kit and find success on the trickiest of targets.
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BERETTA 688 - PERAZZI MX2000S - ZOLI ONE

BERETTA SL2 + 5TOP SIM GAME GUNS

ESTED

£9.99 - Available in stores and online at www.shop.twsgroup.com



GUNS & GEAR

or many shooters,
steel cartridges still
carry a reputation
forged years ago,
when early non-lead
loads often produced
inconsistent patterns, increased
recoil and failed to inspire
confidence. Fast forward a
decade and the landscape has
changed dramatically.
Manufacturers have invested
heavily in developing steel cartridges
for every discipline, from affordable
club loads to premium competition

SPORTING GUN

THE SWITCH

With the transition away from lead now firmly underway and
an official end date in place, there has never been a better time
to make the switch to lead alternatives

and high-performance game
cartridges and even those that can
be used in older guns. Advances in
propellants, wad technology, shot
cups and loading techniques have
all combined into today’s premium
offerings. They can deliver excellent
pattern density, clean-burning
performance and consistent velocities
that, in many cases, are virtually
indistinguishable from comparable
lead loads.

With the shooting industry
now preparing for life after lead,
there has never been a better

opportunity to make the transition
before it becomes a necessity — just
remember to go up a shot size or
two from what you would normally
shoot, and take off 20-30% of
the payload for an equivalent
experience. E.g. if you shoot 32g
No.é lead, a good place to start
would be a 25-28g No.4 or No. 5.
So, here’s a few lead free options
to build your confidence.

RC

HPF3 Blueshot

Rather than simply producing another
steel cartridge, RC has taken a
different approach with its innovative
HPF3 Blueshot range. Instead of
steel, the cartridges are loaded with
a premium zinc-based alloy shot
manufactured by Spanish specialist
PLP Premium. With a density of 7.6g,/
cm?3, Blueshot sits between steel and
lead, but its much softer 40 Vickers
hardness allows it to be safely used
through tull choke and in any nitro-
proofed shotgun. Available in loads
from the 25g to 36g HPF3 magnum
loads, plus a 20-bore option,
Blueshot provides a familiar shooting
experience while embracing the
industry’s move away from lead. RC
recommends increasing shot size by 13
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LEAD-FREE
CARTRIDGES
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one compared with equivalent lead
loads to compensate for the alloy’s
lower density.

PRICE: APPROXIMATELY £390-£430
PER 1,000

SHOOTINGSTARCC.CO.UK

GAMEBORE
White Gold Pro Steel

Developed specifically for shooters
demanding premium performance
from steel shot, White Gold Pro
Steel has quickly become one of the
benchmark non-lead cartridges on
the market. The cartridge features
Gamebore’s advanced wad system,
protecting the bore from steel shot
while Quad Seal gas technology
delivers efficient sealing, reduced
recoil and exceptional consistency.
Dense, even patterns inspire
confidence on challenging Sporting
targets, making the transition from
lead almost seamless. Available

in both plastic and Bio-Wad

SPORTING GUN

configurations, in 24 or 28g loads,
White Gold Pro Steel demonstrates
just how capable modern steel
ammunition has become.

PRICE: FROM £313 PER 1,000
GAMEBORE.COM

LYALVALE EXPRESS

Ultimate Steel HP

For shooters tackling the toughest
game days, Ultimate Steel HP is
Lyalvale Express’s flagship High
Performance steel cartridge.
Available in powerful 34g and

36g loadings with larger shot

sizes, it has been developed to
deliver exceptional retained energy
and dense, effective patterns on
high pheasants, geese and other
demanding quarry. Purpose-
designed components and carefully
balanced ballistics ensure consistent
performance at extended ranges,
giving shooters confidence when
every shot counts. As a High
Performance steel cartridge,
Ultimate Steel HP must only be used
in shotguns bearing the Fleur-de-
Lys High Performance Steel proof
mark, making it the ideal choice

for those equipped with modern
steel-proofed guns and looking for

uncompromising game performance.

APPROX £163 PER 250
LYALVALEEXPRESS.COM

JOCKER

Steel PaperWad

Jocker has combined two of the
industry’s biggest innovations into
a single cartridge: steel shot and @

fully degradable paper wad system.

lts unique paper shot cup features
a soft sealing skirt that maximises
contact with the barrel, maintaining

high velocity while generating lower
operating pressures. An internal
fibre wad completes the design,
creating a cartridge that is entirely
free from plastic while delivering
excellent ballistic performance. The
range covers everything from 21g
clay loads to 33g High Performance
game cartridges, alongside
dedicated 16- and 28-bore
offerings, giving environmentally
conscious shooters an impressive
choice for both clays and live quarry.
APPROX £365-£390 PER 1,000
SHOOTINGSTARCC.CO.UK

BASCHIERI & PELLAGRI

Legend Professional Steel
Designed to offer clay shooters

a genuine lead-free alternative
without compromising performance,
Baschieri & Pellagri’s Legend
Professional Steel has been
developed for Trap, Skeet and
Sporting disciplines. Available

in 24g and 28g loadings, the
cartridge uses zinc-plated steel shot
to improve corrosion resistance and
deliver dense, consistent patterns.
B&P’s renowned F2 powder
provides reliable velocities, while the
company’s Gordon recoil reduction
system helps minimise felt recoil and
shooter fatigue during long days

on the clay ground. Available with
either a traditional plastic wad or the
biodegradable Green Core wad,
Legend Professional Steel offers a
refined shooting experience for use
in suitable steel-proofed shotguns,
making it an excellent choice for
those making the transition away
from lead.

PRICE: FROM £335

PER 1,000

BASCHIERI-PELLAGRI.COM
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| Changes chokes i

A brilliant yet simple innovation
in changing your shotqun chokes | £60

www.chokekey.co.uk
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KEEPING HIS COOL

As temperatures soared and pressure mounted, Phil Gray delivered in the final hours
to take a challenging victory at the 2026 Orston Masters. Clare Young reports

or much of the
weekend, it looked like
116 was going to be the
winning score at the
2026 Orston Masters.

A couple of impressive
116s had been sitting at the top
of the leaderboard for most of the
competition and, with temperatures
climbing well into the late-20s,
not many people fancied anyone
finding enough extra targets to beat
them. As more and more shooters
came and went, the feeling around
the ground was that the title race
was all but settled.

But there was still one final twist
to come. Phil Gray had other ideas.
Holding his nerve when it mattered
most, he put together a superb
round to finish on 117 ex 120 and
snatch the title by a single target. It
was a performance that showed just
how important consistency can be
over a demanding Masters layout.

The three-day event attracted
another strong entry and, despite
the baking conditions, Orston
once again delivered a course that
tested every aspect of a shooter’s
game. The heat was relentless at
times and certainly added another
layer of difficulty, especially
during the middle of the day when
concentration became almost as
important as shooting ability.

The shoot itself flowed well
throughout the weekend, with
competitors moving around the
ground smoothly despite the large
eniry. Credit must go to the Orston
team for producing a layout that
challenged shooters without ever
feeling unfair.

As always, a few stands
generated plenty of discussion.
Stand 6 was certainly one of
them. The first bird, a green target
quartering away and showing
plenty of face, looked fairly inviting.
Most shooters stepped into the cage
thinking it was a good opportunity

SPORTING GUN

to get off to a solid start.

Then came the left-to-right midi
looper. It wasn't an outrageous
target by any means, but judging
exactly how far away it was proved
surprisingly tricky. Some shooters got
caught chasing it, while others gave
it too much lead. It was one of those
targets that looked straightforward
enough until you missed it, and it
accounted for plenty of losses over
the course of the weekend.

The final stand also had a
bigger say in the results than many
expected. On first inspection it
looked fairly routine, but standing
there needing a score is a very
different proposition. More than one
competitor arrived knowing they
were still in with a chance, only to let
a target slip away under pressure. |t
was a reminder that no stand is easy
when there's a title on the line.

That was really the theme of

the weekend. The targets were all
there to be hit, but they demanded
concentration from the first stand to
the last. Those who stayed patient
and trusted their shooting generally
came out on top.

Away from the competition, the
atmosphere around the ground was
as good as ever. The pool shoot
provided plenty of entertainment
and Tony'’s collection of ‘interesting’
shirts over the weekend became
something of a talking point,
attracting almost as much attention
as the shooting itself.

Overall, the 2026 Orston Masters
was another excellent event. Great
targets, a strong field, plenty of
close competition and a worthy
winner. Despite the heat, the shoot
ran smoothly from start to finish and
once again showed why the Orston
Masters remains one of the standout
fixtures on the sporting calendar.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY & SAVE ON SHOP PRICE
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VISIT OUR ‘
BRAND NEW

Q WEBSITE

Odgens has been manufacturing shooting luggage and accessories

in England for over 30 years, so with their high attention to detail

and high quality fabrics and leathers, you can rest assured that their
products are built to last and their quality is guaranteed.

N L

Z

Made in England

PROUD TO SUPPORT
OUR ARMED FORCES,
EMERGENCY SERVICES
AND FARMING COMMUNITY

Tel: 0161 620 2190
E: info@ogdensshootingsupplies.co.uk
www.ogdensshootingsupplies.co.uk

IMPROVE YOUR SCORES

PRETOLANI SG-1

MADE IN ITALY

Prescription Shooting Glasses

Full field vision with height adjustable bridge. Overcome your
visual frustrations and improve your performance in all lighting
conditions with our special photochromatic shooting lenses.

Full range of fixed and tinted lenses also available to suit all
clay and game shooters.

SEE US AT BISLEY, FULTONS ANNEXE
JULY SAT 18, SUN 19 & TUE 21
AUGUST SAT 22, SUN 23 & TUE 25
SEE THE NEW FALCON SHOOTING GLASSES

Explore the full range

01275 838532
JHS-EYEWEAR.COM

THE LIVING HERITAGE

SERIES OF COUNTRY
FAIRS 2026

WILTSHIRE GAME & COUNTRY FAIR
Saturday & Sunday August 8th & 9th
Bowood House, Calne, Wiltshire SN11 OLZ

SANDRINGHAM GAME

& COUNTRY FAIR
Saturday & Sunday September 12th & 13th
Sandringham Estate, Kings Lynn,
Norfolk PE35 6EN

SANDRINGHAM CRAFT

FOOD & GIFT FAIR
Friday, Saturday, Sunday November 13th - 15th
Sandringham Estate, Kings Lynn,

Come and join us for an action packed weekend

Living Heritage organise large Country Fairs with multiple main
show arenas that offer first class entertainment provided by
some of the Countrysides top names and organisations.

Have a go at the many Countryside sports and pursuits
or just enjoy and relax in the various food courts.

 Clayshoot Sporting Layouts & Have A Go
(All events except Thame)

« The Shooting Village - Airguns and Archery Tesro 10m
Pistol and Rifle Range 20m and 40m Ranges and Competitions

« Gundog Demonstrations by Paul Makepeace
and Aubrey Ladyman

« Gundog Clinic « Gundog Multiscurry Challenge

« Gundog Working Test « Fundog Show

« Minor Breeds Marquee - Hound Displays

» Lurcher Showing and Racing by Lure Crazy
« Whippet Showing and Racing by Lure Crazy
« Angling Demonstrations and Tutoring

» Fly Tying and Casting

Tel 01283 820548

www.livingheritageevents.co.uk




REPORT

JACK PYKE

ENGLISH OPEN

Clare Young reports on the 17th running of the Jack Pyke English

Open delivers another memorable week at Sporting Targets

he Jack Pyke English

Open once again

delivered everything

competitors have

come to expect from

a visit to Sporting
Targets - first-class organisation,
a friendly atmosphere and,
above dll, a course that
showcased just how enjoyable
sporting clays can be.

Now in its 17th year, the five-
day event attracted a strong field
to tackle a 120-target layout that
began in the Plantation before
winding its way onto the main
ground. Alongside the main
competition, the High Tower
Challenge, Pool Stand and daily
sponsor giveaways ensured
there was plenty to keep shooters
entertained both on and off the
shooting line.

Although the weather kept

SPORTING GUN

competitors guessing with sunshine
one moment and passing showers
the next, it did little to dampen
spirits. Instead, conversations
around the clubhouse focused

on the quality of the targets and
the creativity that has become a
hallmark of Sporting Targets.

Starting at the far end of the
ground, the course immediately
set the tone. In a discipline where
originality is increasingly difficult
to achieve, the target setter once
again produced a layout that
rewarded commitment and good
decision-making rather than simply
relying on distance or speed. Every
stand presented its own question,
encouraging shooters to stay
positive and trust their instincts.

The middle section quickly
emerged as a favourite, with stands
five, six and seven striking the
perfect balance between challenge
and enjoyment. Technical without
becoming frustrating, they demanded
concentration while remaining
hugely satisfying to shoot. The closing
stand provided a fitting finale, its
flowing sequence reminiscent of
Supersporting and ensuring the
course finished on a high.

Competition at the top of the
leaderboard was fierce, with Mark
Fisher claiming Overall High Gun on
an impressive 115. Bastien Havart,
Phil Gray, Toby Reed and Mark Ivey
shared the runner-up honours on 114,
while Cheryl Hall secured the Ladies
High Gun title with a superb 108.

Away from the scores, the
event's sponsors played an equally
important role in creating the
experience competitors have come
to enjoy. Daily giveaways from Jack
Pyke, Swatcom, Shots & Company,
Shellplant and Fitzjohn Estates
proved as popular as ever, while
Kevin Ovenden claimed the coveted

Jack Pyke Golden Ticket, Zoe Bruce

SUBSCRIBE TODAY & SAVE ON SHOP PRICE

successfully defended her SCS
Haulage Guess the Mileage title
to win 100 practice clays and Will
Hillier took home the Fitzjohn Flash
Clay prize.

Social media reflected the mood
around the ground, with competitors
quick to congratulate the winners
while praising the originality
of the targets, the quality of the
presentations and the welcoming
atmosphere. It reinforced what
many already know - the Jack
Pyke English Open is about far
more than posting a score; it's an
opportunity to catch up with friends,
enjoy outstanding sporting targets
and appreciate the effort that goes
into producing one of the country’s
premier competitions.

Jack Pyke sponsored shooter
Andy Crow said:

“What stood out for me was just
how enjoyable the whole course
was. There wasn't a single stand that
felt out of place and every target
encouraged you to stay positive and
trust your plan. The middle section
was a real highlight, with plenty
to think about without ever feeling
over the top, and the final stand was
a brilliant way to finish the round.
We had a couple of showers, but
they soon passed and it turned into
another fantastic English Open.”

The Jack Pyke English Open
continues to set the benchmark for
a modern sporting competition.
Creative target setting, generous
sponsor support and a dedicated
team behind the scenes combined
to produce another memorable
week at Sporting Targets, leaving

SPORTING TARGETS

APHS

competitors already looking forward £

to returning next year. M
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STOCK PRO

OUTPERFORM THE COMPETITION

&5 Designed specifically for
the CLAY HUNTx simulator.

&5 Fully adjustable to match your
real world shotgun.

&5 Center pin balanced to mimic authentic
ShOi’gUl'IS. *VR controllers and headset sold separately.

&5 Weight kits available to match balance & weight

of your real world shotgun.

& Adjustable comb & pad option.

@ Accurate likeness and feel ensure a seamless
transition from virtual to real world.

Review from
@TARGETFOCUSEDLIFE @utfm ]

TEXTUREVR.COM

MADE IN USA

TRAIN SAFELY INDOORS YEAR-ROUND |  COMPETE ONLINE CHOOSE FROM MULTIPLE SHOTGUNS | SHOTGUNGAMING.COM/CLAYHUNTVR

“Got to say wow, it feels so real and sm “Really great software for practicing
solid using it on Clay Hunt...due to RE\” EWS skeet. I've got the Real Stock Pro and

build quality and the rigidity, it it’s unreal...”

really does feel realistic.”

Mike H. - Coach & Competition Shooter Lazerdog - Meta User
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After one year under new ownership,
Jasper Fellows explores a reinvigorated Orston

hat
happens
when a
multi-

Shooting Ground
national,

Wbillion-

dollar arms manufacturer
buys up one of England’s best
clay grounds?

SPORTING GUN

For many who have long loved
Orston Shooting Ground, the news
that the Germans were coming, in
the form of Heckler & Koch, was
a worry. Thankfully, just over a
year later, we're pleased to report
that Orston is operating with a
surprising level of self-autonomy,
while benefiting from the financial
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backing most grounds can only
dream of.

"H&K have enabled us to make
positive changes to the grounds,”
says Rox Driver, Orston’s marketing
manager. “We're still self-sustaining
whilst also having the support of a
larger business to fall back on.”

This independence has allowed
key staff to remain in place doing
what they do best, but with more
resources than ever before.
“(General manager and target
setter) Paul Murgatroyd still has
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L +
Y . =
I 5 -
" i |
it &7 oy '
o A i
¥4 i = T i
1 1 - 'l’ A
A ) b, |
&



freedom in his work, so our usual
high standard of practice targets
and competitions have remained

and even improved,” continues Rox.

“Take our biggest events as an
example. We are continuing to run
The Orston Masters, but last year
we hosted our first annual HK Cup.
This is an even larger competition,
with a bumper prize pool thanks
to the sponsorship provided by our
parent company.”

As Rox hints, the practice targets
are looking better than ever too.

SPORTING-GUN.COM

“We run up to 25 Sporting stands
at any one time,” she explains.
“Thirteen of these are utilised for
our CPSA registered competitions,
with nine usually set as training
stands and ideal for warm-ups

or beginners.

“The targets are adjusted every
week or so, but if we have a
competition, then Paul will usually
keep those targets in place for at
least the following week.

“Alongside our Sporting course,
we also have two Skeet layouts

ORSTON, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

serving English Skeet. These layouts
are open to all and particularly
popular for lessons both with our
internal coaches and external
coaches who use the grounds for
their lessons.”

When it comes to internal
coaches, Orston has a stable of
highly experienced instructors, each
with their own specialities. “Andrew
Watson is great with both game and
clay disciplines and is well known for
his enthusiastic nature. He tends to
be the go-to for students looking to
improve their game skills,” says Rox.

“Dave Grayson is a cheery
northern chap with a strong
background in the national and
international competitive scenes,
so he's a great choice for those
looking to boost scores and iron out
bad habits.

“Last but certainly not least, we
have Steve Spiers. Steve competes
with the Leicestershire Police Clay
Shooting Team and is particularly
welcoming to new shooters who
might be a bit nervous.”

“We take great pride in helping
new shooters onto the stands. From
the off we will guide them through
every aspect of gun safety and help
them to understand each part of the
gun, how to disassemble and clean
it, and essentially how to know one
end of a shotgun from the other.

“Our instructors can then explain
all the different disciplines they might
encounter. Finally, our team can
guide clients through the process of
licence application and then see it
all the way through by joining them
in our onsite gunroom to buy their
first gun.”

Whether a beginner, or longtime
shooter who's shied away from the
podium, Orston also encourages
shooters to dive into its packed
competitive calendar. >
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“Everyone should shoot a
competition at least once,” says
Rox. “Naturally, we can provide
appropriate competition readiness
tuition, or shooters can get
involved with our weekly Friday
Club sessions.

“Friday Club participants arrive
for lunch with Paul Murgatroyd, then

AlIR RIFLE RANGE

PATTERN PLATE

BACK CARPARK

shoot 100 targets in a low stakes
‘dry run’ of our competition stands.
It's a brilliant way to get used to a
competition setting without having to
worry about the pressure of trying to
climb the podium.”

So, the sporting course remains,
tuition opportunities abound
for shooters at all levels, and

SPORTING

the competition calendar has
been expanded. But what of the
clubhouse facilities?

“The biggest change our visitors
will nofice is that our shop is now
run by the team from The Simpson
Brothers Gun Shop. They're well
known for their brilliant shooting
knowledge, and Marcus, Holly,

GCAME ARENA

POOL SHOOT

MAIN CARPARK

SPORTING GUN
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Map of the grounds
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Dan, Harry and Timmy the dog
have slotted right into Team Orston.
“They stock a wide range of
major brands including Blaser,
Browning, Beretta, Swatcom and
Clayclo. | could go on. Even it
you're on the hunt for something
not in stock, then the team will
be able to source it from their
Wittering store or from their wider
network. They also have access
to a gunsmith at their main site,
so can handle restoration and
repair jobs too.”
For the rest of the clubhouse, we
will just have to wait and see as
renovations are currently underway,

SPORTING-GUN.COM

with the final plans currently under
wraps. What we can say is that
Sarah of Snax & Shooters is still
here serving up refreshments to
hungry visitors.

“Sarah is currently working on a
slightly limited menu because of the
renovations, but she’s still making a
banging Full English!”

While corporate takeovers have
a reputation for being cold, profit-
focused affairs, the stereotype
could not be further from the truth
here in Nottinghamshire. From
the welcoming atmosphere to the
cooked breakfasts, the warmth
remains at Orston.

ORSTON, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

“We believe that our targets are
exceptional and that’s what keeps
people coming back,” concludes
Rox. “But it's the staff and customers
that make Orston what it is. We're
very community-driven and are
proud to have a brilliant relationship
with our shooters.

“Some of our customers have
been returning to Orston for 40
years, and we hope that our newer
members will still be here, shooting
with us, through the next four
decades and beyond!” ®

WHO'’'S WHO?

General manager Paul Murgatroyd sets the targets
and oversees the business, alongside Gaynor
Ellward. Leoni Grant co-ordinates tuition, events and
competitions from the back office, where Roxanne
Driver boosts business as the marketing manager.
Russell Fisher is the groundsman, while Andrew
Watson, Steve Spiers and Dave Grayson make up
the tuition team.

WHAT'’S ON OFFER

Sporting, Sportrap, Skeet, and a driven
game arena.

WHEN IS IT OPEN?
Tuesday-Saturday, 2am-5pm

WHERE IS IT?

Orston Shooting Ground,
Bottesford Lane,

Orston,

Nottinghamshire NG 13 9NX

CONTACT

Tel: 07921 951477
Email: info@orston.com
Web: www.orston.com

TUITION

Lessons are available from £70 per hour, exclusive of
25 clays and cartridges. An additional shooter can
join for £20. Discounts are available for Juniors or
when booking a course of six or more lessons.

MEMBERSHIP

Standard membership is £60 per year. Benefits
include reduced clay and cartridge prices and golf
buggy rates, entry into monthly prize draws, and
'buy in’ opportunities for exclusive members-only
events. Premium membership is £225 per year and
additionally includes free gun hire and storage,
complimentary tickets to members-only events, and a
free one-hour lesson.
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A COMPETITIVE

SHOOTING
EXPERIENCE AT

Receive entry for a squad of 4 to shoot Hollands’
Breaking 80 and the High Tower Challenge
followed by a delicious lunch in the lodge.

his is the perfect chance to enjoy the stunning world-renowned
Holland & Holland Shooting Grounds and lodge with friends.

Whatever your usual quarry, Breaking 80 and The High Tower
Challenge combine an exciting mix of targets that every type of shooter
will enjoy. The Breaking 80 English Sporting course is changed monthly
and features eight stands, while The High Tower Challenge consists of a
mix of targets thrown from the iconic High Tower that will keep you on your toes and
really test your driven shooting.

Try to beat the rest of your squad and then see where you place on our
leaderboards. Every month there are over £6,000 worth of prizes to be won from
the Holland & Holland House competitions — so the recipient of this competitive
shooting experience will be in with the chance of further winnings.

After your shoot, sit down and enjoy a seasonal lunch prepared by Executive Chef
Joshua Hunter and team.

Holland & Holland Shooting Grounds are setin 120 acres of beautiful and open
countryside located in Northwood, London. Set conveniently inside the M25, the
grounds have excellent road, rail and air access and for visitors travelling from central
London, Northwood is on the Metropolitan Underground line.

Follow [@hollandandholland on Instagram

T6C : NO DRINKS INCLUDED. DVER 18-YEARS-OLD ONLY. NO CASH ALTERNATIVE. MUST BE BOOKED IN ADVANCE AND REDEEMED WITHIN 6 MONTHS OF COMPETITION ENDING.

72  SPORTING GUN

How to enter

For a chance of winning this
amazing prize, simply visit:
sporting-gun.com/competitions
or scan the QR code to sign up to
the Sporting Gun newsletter and
enter the prize draw.

COMPETITION CLOSES 1SEPTEMBER 2026. TERMS APPLY.
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SHARPER, SMARTER,
BLADE-TECH L —

larger skins.

Including Supa -
Soft and Fleshing
Professional grade sharpening for every blade : .
compact, durable, and easy to use large sheep skins,one calf hide or

Knife
Trusted by outdoorsmen, chefs and collectors sevgral Roe hides. Full instructipns.
worldwide provided. 500ml of Supa-Soft will oll

the same area as the K-Tan Kit.
DISCOVER THE FULL RANGE AT Includes one Fleshing Knife, capable

www.bladetech.co.uk of dealing with hundreds of skins.

SPECIAL OFFER
INCLUDES 1X K-TAN KIT, 1 X 500 ML SUPA-SOFT OIL
1 X DOUBLE HANDED FLESHING KNIFE
CODE: CP117 £8995 RAP£185:85

STS North Wales. Llanrwst, LL26 OHU
Tel. 01492 640 664
www.sportingcutlery.co.uk - sales@stsnorthwales.co.uk

One K-Tan kit will tan two

*GAME
FAIR

WE'RE EXHIBITING
24-26 JULY 2026 : ; GUN REPAIRS

RAGLEY HALL
STAND H1333 BY

ABBEY LING
S_E-IEIGTIIEG

DE.LA.RO
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Custom fit Eyewear available in standard & prescription glasses,

light weight, fully adjustable, nose piece to suit all gun mounts,

“see the difference” through the DE.LA.RO LENSE maximising

your potential to see any colour target on any background with

our colour lense choice with Free custom fit service making
sure the frame selection/set up is correct for you.

TSK custom fit stocks, best way to achieve that perfect fit with
right or left handle sizes to suit all. fully adjustable, balancing kits
available, recoil reduction systems and junior stocks on offer.

07789480298
Website: abbeylingshooting.co.uk
info@abbeylingshooting.co.uk




SHOOTING RESULTS

EATON HALL FINDS ITS

The biggest prize fund in UK clay shooting history drew thousands of shooters
to Derbyshire for nine days of competition. Sporting Gun reports on Eaton Hall's
debut TopGun - and the unlikely champion it produced

Nick Hendrick on
the Finals Day
Sporting Layout
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TOPGUN

aton Hall set out to
answer a deliberately
provocative question:
stripped of class
advantages and home
comfort, who is the
best all-round shot? It was an
audacious thing for a first-year
competition to ask. “It will find
out who the real top gun is,”
said Amy Phillimore, who owns
the Derbyshire ground with
her husband Syd. The event
delivered its verdict on 14 June,
when Hungarian Tamas Jéri
was crowned the first Overall
TopGun Champion - and
walked away with £40,000 of
a record £400,000 prize fund,
£45,000 in all once his class win s i |
was added. Finals Day included
That made TopGun the biggest- S 25 challenging
3 Compak targets
money clay shoot ever staged
in Britain, and it drew a field to
match. Running from 6 to 14 June,
it attracted over 1,000 entries
for the main event and a further
700 for the companion Sportrap,
in only the ground’s second
season of operation — among
them established names such as
Brett Winstanley and Phil Gray,
alongside hundreds of club shots
chasing a share of the pot.

The debut TopGun
winner Tamds Jéri

CASH, NOT KIT

The defining decision was to pay
in cash. “No one’s ever done a
cash shoot like this in England,”
says Sam Hargreaves of Eaton
Hall. “They do them all over

the world — the UAE, America,
France — but not here. Other
competitions tell you there’s a
massive prize pool, and when you
whittle it down it's shotguns and
cartridges. People who win guns
in competitions tend to sell them
straight back to us in the shop.
So it was important for us that
every winner here walked away
with cash.”

The money ran deep. Every
class winner took £5,000, second
£4,000 and third £3,000, with
payouts down to 20th place and
every finalist guaranteed at least
£250 - a structure built for a
community that knows the true cost
of competing. A further £180,000
had been set aside for a perfect
score in the Super Final, a bonus
that ultimately went unclaimed.
The prize fund, though, was only

>
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Mark Winser tosses
cartridge while
waiting to complete
the Skeet layout

A
-
-

—

half the ambition. “Our biggest
concern was making it an event,
not just a clay competition,” Sam
says. The answer was a trade
village, food and music laid on
daily, Top Gun film lines on every

stand, and pool shoots with serious

payouts — among them a 100-
metre target christened “mission
impossible”, to be taken on with
a Benelli, with four guns going to
anyone who could break it.

A DIFFERENT KIND OF TEST

The main event was an English
sporting competition over 250
targets, 125 a day across two days,
shot in four rotations — a format that
proved its worth when the weather
turned. "One day was torrential
rain, the next was wind,” Sam says.
“But everyone shot in rotations,

so it hit the group, not the result.”
From those rotations, the top five of
each lettered class and the top two
of the ladies, colts, junior, veteran
and super-veteran categories went
through to finals day. Crucially,
CPSA registration was not required;
anyone could enter, and the field

76  SPORTING GUN

James Attwood
shot 125 /125

in the Sportrap
qualifier and final

SUBSCRIBE TODAY & SAVE ON SHOP PRICE




TOP GUN

EATON HALI

. ——

i jonti Spilman’
Joshua Talbot

came from Ireland, Scotland and
France as well as the length of
England. “The number of people
from all over blew us out of the
water,” says Amy.

Running alongside it was the
Sportrap Challenge, 125 targets
across five layouts with a prize
fund and trophy of its own, decided
the day before the main final. The
ground even built a stage for the
occasion: a brand-new Sporting
course, a year in the making, carved
from neglected woodland at the foot
of the property and left deliberately
unshot, so the first shooters to walk it
did so with no sighting advantage.
lts setters, Clive Bramley and Jamie
Peckham, produced targets unlike
anything regulars had seen. “The
attention to detail on the new
course is second to none,” Amy
says. The real departure, though,
was the final: qualifiers would not
simply shoot more sporting but face
disciplines most had rarely touched.

DOWN TO THE LAST PAIR
Finals day stripped the field to a

single, merciless examination. The
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Scoreboard
pressure for the
Super Final
qualifiers

qualifiers shot 125 targets spanning
25 skeet, 25 Olympic trap, 25
Compak and 50 Sporting; the top
five of each class then shot off on
the main stage for a place in the
super final. In AAA class — Nick
Hendrick, Mark Winser, Richard
Faulds, Dave Ferriman and Tamds
— drew in a huge crowd, with
David and Tamas tying with only
one pair to go.

The following Super Final was the
format Eaton Hall had gambled the
week on, and the part commentator
Sam was most nervous about
putting on a live broadcast. Class
winners from C up to AAA went
head to head, the lower classes
handed a points start while Tamds,
at the summit, began with nothing
in hand. “The handicap system
worked really well,” Sam says. “It
proved an A-class shooter can take
on a AAA shooter.”

One very nearly did. Emma
Stacy, two classes below Tamds,
matched him target for target in
front of 700 spectators on the
grandstand and 25,000 watching

the live stream.

TOPGUN

On the closing pairs, shooters
called targets worth up to eight
points apiece. Tamas played the
percentages, taking the five and
six every time; Emma went hunting,
picking oft the harder sevens and
eights, and stayed level to the final
pair. “She could have shot the
five and six, finished equal and
forced a shoot-off,” Sam says.
“Instead she went for the six and
eight, hit the six and missed the
eight. Everyone was gutted — but
she went for the win.” It was the
performance of the day, and it left
the title to the Hungarian, as the
Red Arrows tore overhead to close
the show.

THE CHAMPION

Tamdés makes an improbable
champion. The 32-year-old
danced competitively from the age
of eight and, by his own account,
was the best ballroom dancer in
Hungary by 18 - before quitting
the sport as he felt scores were
settled by politics rather than
performance. Two months later he
picked up a shotgun for the first
time; six months after that he took
silver at a world championship

in Russia. What followed was )3

Emma Stacy thrilled
the crowd in the
Super Final
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12 years and a cabinet of world
and European FITASC titles, won
largely on the Continent.

Shooting a Perazzi High
Tech with Baschieri & Pellagri
cartridges, he had not expected
to feature on the leaderboard,
having already booked his flight
home before the final.

He was generous in victory and
unequivocal about the venue:
“That was the best organised
competition | have ever been
to. Every detail was on point. |
found no mistake” — praise that
carries weight from a man who
has run two world championships
of his own at his shooting ground
back home. The cash winnings,
he confirmed, will go towards the

house he is building.
THE STATEMENT

For Eaton Hall, only in its second
season, TopGun was a statement
of intent. The ground has already
hosted the British, England
selection shoots and the BUCS
universities final, and its team

— more than 40 referees across
nine days, planning begun the
previous November — delivered

I' § o
gathered to Weé
the Super Final

a debut that exceeded its own
expectations. Every member
played a part, from the course
setters to John the gardener. “The
buzz,” Amy had promised, “is
going to be really good.” On

the evidence of its first year, the
question she set out to answer
has a habit of producing the right
result — and a champion nobody
saw coming. l
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Eriswell Lodge

Erilswe]l Brandon Road
Eriswell, Brandon
LOdge-— Suffolk, IP27 9FB

a evolution

W SUNGILASSES & EYEWEAR

www.eriswell-lodge.com
. x info@eriswell-lodge.com
) "-"--* +44(0)1638 534045
East Anglias premier venue for shooting sports

activities, tuition and experience sessions, corporate
events, and private functions.

Evolutlon Shadow
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Brody Woollard wearing Evolution Shadow

 Class 1 optical grade, UV400 rated lens
 Polycarbonate shatterproof & impact
resistant lens
« Lightweight (329) for all-day comfort
« Rimless for totally unobscured vison
- Malleable temples for a customised fit
« Hydrophobic (water) & Oleophobic (oil)
lens coatings repel water, dust, oll,
fingerprint smudges and dirt
« Anti-scratch lens coating
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GUNDOG TRAINING

THAT MADE ME

Guest editor Ben Randall reflects on the dogs that shaped his
life, career and understanding of training

eople often ask me | have bred puppies, kept some taught me hard lessons,
how many dogs puppies, trained young dogs and some never became

| have had over on, won trials with different famous at all, but every one
the years, and the dogs, bought dogs in for of them added something to

honest answer is that  clients, developed them, and my understanding.
| do not really know.  sold dogs all over the world. The biggest lesson dogs have
Over more than 30 years, Some became very successful, taught me is honesty. It a dog does
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SPECIAL DOGS

not stop on the whistle, take a cast,
hold an area or do the job | ask of
it, the easiest thing in the world is to
blame the dog. Most of the time, if

| am truthful, the fault sits with me. |
have moved too quickly, missed a
step, or failed to finish a piece of the

SPORTING-GUN.COM

training before asking for more. Dogs
have a very good way of showing
you the gaps in your system.

| have also learnt that the dogs
that stay with you are not always the
ones that won the most. Some stay
with you because they changed your

career. Some stay with you because
they changed how you train. Some
stay with you because of a single
moment. Others stay with you simply
because of who they were around
the house. These are a few of the
dogs that have shaped me.

TESSA
LABRADOR

Tessa was where it really started for
me. She was our family labrador,
and the dog | remember watching
on the Somerset Levels with my
father, Keith. At home, she was very
much part of the family, but out on
the marshes she became something
completely different.

| can still remember watching
her retrieve ducks and geese and
being completely taken in by it. It
was not about competition, rosettes
or pressure. |t was simply a dog
doing the job she was bred to do,
in the place she was meant to do it.
That had a huge effect on me as a
young lad.

Tessa was not a famous dog, but
she gave me the first feeling that
gundogs were something | wanted
to understand. She showed me that
a dog could be a companion at
home and still have a real purpose
in the field. In many ways, she lit the
fuse for everything that followed.

GROUSE
SPRINGER SPANIEL

Grouse was a young black-and-
white springer spaniel, and he
belongs to those early years when
every day out with a dog felt
exciting. He was keen, busy and full
of natural enthusiasm, and he gave
me one of those memories that never
really leaves you.

What | remember most about
Grouse is not a big title or a famous
win. It is the feeling he gave me as @
young dog man: that excitement of
watching a spaniel hunt, flush and
retrieve, and realising how addictive
good dog work can be. He was part
of the stage where | was learning
by being out there, making mistakes,
watching dogs and slowly beginning
to understand what made them tick.

Some dogs teach you through
great success. Others teach you by
giving you a spark. Grouse gave
me that spark. He made me want to
get out more, train more and learn
more. That is a powerful thing for
any young trainer. >
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GUNDOG
TRAINING

Nell often ”
accompanied
Ben & Jack stalking

MOLLIE
SPRINGER SPANIEL

Mollie was the first dog that made
me feel | might genuinely have a
future in field trialling. She was a
little white springer spaniel bitch with
plenty of natural ability, and looking
back now, she probably carried me
more than | realised at the time.

The interesting thing with Mollie
is that | often think about how
differently | would train her today.
That is not a criticism of the dog; it
is more a reflection of how much
she taught me. At that stage, | was
young, confident and probably in
more of a rush than | should have
been. Mollie had the talent to get
away with some of my mistakes,
and that is something you only really
understand years later.

She gave me belief, but she also
taught me that ability alone is not
enough. A talented dog can win
for you, but it can also hide the
gaps in your training. With more
experience, | now realise that the
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very best dogs are not just the ones
that win; they are the ones that make
you look back and think harder
about yourself as a trainer.

Mollie opened doors for me, but
more importantly, she started to
open my eyes.

FATTY
COCKER SPANIEL

Fatty changed everything for me.
She was my cocker spaniel bitch,
and without question one of the most
important dogs of my life. Winning
the Cocker Championship with her
in 2011 was an incredible moment,
but to go back and win it again in
2012, back-to-back, is something
that will stay with me forever.

There are very few dogs that can
change the direction of a person's
career, but Fatty did that for me.
She had drive, heart, game-finding
ability and that extra bit of magic
that is hard to explain. Some dogs
are good because they are well
trained. Some are good because

they are naturally talented. The
special ones have something
beyond that, and Fatty had it.

She was not a machine. She
had character, fire and her own
way about her, but when we were
together and everything lined up,
she made me feel that anything was
possible. Dogs like that do not come
along often. When they do, you
have to appreciate them.

Fatty gave me some of the
greatest moments | have ever had
with a dog, but she also gave me
responsibility. Once you have had
a dog like that, you realise how
much you owe them. She raised the
standard for me, and | will always
be grateful for that.

WIGEON
LABRADOR

Wigeon was one of my black
labradors and a very special bitch.
She was used extensively over a
five-year period when | was running

my walked-up field trial training
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days, and she made a real name for
herself during that time.

She was my go-to dog. Over
those years, many Field Trial
Champions and Field Trial Winners
were trained and developed on
those days, and Wigeon played
a huge part in that. If a bird was
clipped and landed 300 yards
away, everyone knew Wigeon
would be there and back in
seconds. She had that incredible
ability to mark, travel and get the
job done quickly and honestly.

What made her so valuable
was her reliability. On training
days, especially with young or
inexperienced dogs, you need a
dog you can trust when the pressure
comes on. Wigeon was that dog
for me. She was not just usetful; she
was essential. She gave confidence
to the day, picked the difficult birds,
and showed exactly what a proper
labrador should be.

She was one of those dogs that
quietly built a reputation by doing
the job properly, day after day. To
me, that is every bit as important as
winning a title. Wigeon earned her
place in people’s memories because
she delivered when it mattered.

NELL
LABRADOR

Nell was another black labrador

of mine and a real character. She
was a wonderful working dog, but
her greatest chapter probably came
later, when she retired into the house
with my wife, Nikki. From that point
on, she became what Nikki always
called her “lottery labrador”.

That summed Nell up perfectly.
She was the ultimate family pet and
the ultimate companion for Nikki.
She would walk to heel off the lead
in any environment, seftle beautifully
in the house, and then spend her
evenings asleep on the sofa with
Nikki watching films. She had that
rare quality of being completely
trustworthy, completely kind and
completely part of the family.

| have always loved labradors
that can live properly in the house
and still carry themselves like proper
dogs. Nell had that in abundance.
She was calm, honest, loyal and full
of character, but above all else, she
was loved.

She left us too early, and she
is missed every day. Some dogs
leave a gap because of what they
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achieved. Nell left a gap because
of what she meant.

TWEED
BORDER TERRIER

Tweed is our Border terrier, and
although she is not a gundog, she
absolutely deserves her place here.
She is an absolute legend in the
house. Terriers have a completely
different view of life from most dogs.
They are tough, funny, stubborn,
loyal and usually convinced

they are far more important than
everyone else.

Tweed has mastered that. She
has huge character and probably
believes she runs the place. To be
fair, she may not be completely
wrong. One of the funniest things
about her is the relationship she has
with my father, Keith, who lives with
my mother, Jenny, in the annex next
to the main house. Every morning,
when Tweed is let out early for a
wee, she goes straight to what we
call Grandpa’s door and waits there
to be let in for a treat.

SPECIAL DOGS

In the evening, once my parents
have finished dinner, she takes
herself back over and spends most
of the night in there next to the
log burner. | would like to think it
is because she loves Grandpa's
company, but | suspect it may also
have something to do with the
biscuits he has with his cup of tea
last thing at night.

That is Tweed all over. She has
worked out exactly where she wants
to be, who is most likely to spoil
her, and how to make herself part
of everybody's routine. Dogs do
not always have to win frials, pick
game or perform in the field to leave
a mark on you. Some just make the
house better, and Tweed does that
every day.

ROE
BAVARIAN MOUNTAIN HOUND

Roe is our Bavarian Mountain

Hound, and she arrived in our lives

in a slightly unexpected way. | first

fell in love with the breed while

stalking in Scotland with a friend >
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who had two of them. | remember
him saying to me, “If you ever have
one of these, they get under your
skin.” He was absolutely right.

A year or so later, he surprised
me with a puppy, and that puppy
became Roe. | had big plans for her
to become a serious deer-stalking
companion, but once she arrived
home, everyone fell in love with her.
The result is that she has never seen
a deer in her life.

That probably tells you everything
you need to know about Roe. She
was meant fo become a working
tracking dog, but she became part
of the family instead. | sometimes
laugh about that, but | would not
change it. She has a lovely, unusual
nature and a way of making people
fall for her very quickly.

Roe is a reminder that dogs
do not always become what you
planned. Sometimes they become
exactly what your family needed.

Looking back, | realise that every
important dog in my life has left me

84 SPORTING GUN

with something different. Tessa gave
me the beginning. Grouse gave me
excitement. Mollie gave me belief.
Fatty changed my career. Wigeon
gave me trust. Nell gave us love.
Tweed gives us laughter. Roe gives us

something completely different again.

That is the wonderful thing about
dogs. They all arrive with something
to teach us, but we rarely know

what the lesson is at the time. Only
years later do we look back and
realise how much they shaped us.

| have been lucky enough to train,
handle and live with many dogs,
but the best ones never really leave
you. They stay in your habits, your
standards, your memories and, if
you are very lucky, in the person
you become. B

Roe, Ben’s Bavarian
Mountain Hound
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- Travelling with Dogs

4pets PRO cages and Thule Allax cages not
only look great they are TUV crash-tested

'Well-designed, well-engineered and well-made'

Travelling
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‘The Working Party’ by John Trickett ‘Early Days’ by John Trickett
Available in paper and canvas format Available in paper and canvas format
from £68 from £68

See us at this years . ’ Gallery Opening Times

Game Fair, Ragley Hall. Sa“y Mitchell’s Ga“ery Monday - Friday 9am - 4.30pm
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site.
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Ben Randall’s forthcoming book, Beyond the Gundog delves into the
mindset of the handler, offering a practical, honest and thought-
provoking insight into the craft of gundog training

n his forthcoming book, fixes, the book examines the the book. Beyond the Gundog
Beyond the Gundog, Ben foundations that underpin good encourages handlers to look
Randall draws on more than  gundog work: understanding, beyond the dog itselt and consider
three decades of experience  timing, patience, consistency their own decisions, reactions
training, competing, judging  and, perhaps most importantly, and responsibilities. Was the dog
and working alongside the relationship between dog genuinely disobedient, or was the
gundogs to explore what truly and handler. lesson unclear? Was the mistake
creates a successful working For more than 25 years, Ben has really the dog’s fault, or did it begin
dog. Rather than focusing also studied human psychology, with the handler’s timing, pressure,
on commands, drills or quick and that influence runs throughout expectations or lack of preparation?
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SPORTING LIBRARY

A Panel Spaniel Judge, field trial
competitor and shoot-day handler,
Ben brings together practical
experience from every corner of
the gundog world. His approach
is built on clarity, fairness and
structure, combined with an ability
to understand both the dog and the
person standing behind it.

The book follows the complete
journey of developing a working
dog, from early foundations and
everyday manners through to
hunting, steadiness, retrieving,
shooting over dogs and problem-
solving under pressure. It examines
the situations that truly test both
dog and handler, whether on a
busy shoot day, in the excitement
of game, or in those moments
when weaknesses in training begin
to appear.

Central to Beyond the Gundog
is the beliet that many training
problems cannot be solved simply
by blaming the dog. Instead, Ben
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challenges readers to think honestly
about how issues develop, how
mistakes are repeated and how a
better understanding of the training
process can prevent them from
happening again. Throughout the
book, handlers are encouraged to
ask themselves difficult but important
questions: Was | fair? Was | clear?
Did | rush the process? Did | expect
too much, too soon?

The book also examines the
responsibilities that come with
professional dog training. In an age
where training advice is readily
available online, often without
context or proven experience
behind it, newcomers can easily
become overwhelmed by conflicting
opinions. Ben discusses the
importance of finding trainers whose
methods are not only effective, but
grounded in genuine experience,
practical results and a deep
understanding of working dogs.

For Ben, the responsibility of

a trainer extends far beyond
producing results with their own
dogs. The methods they promote,
the standards they demonstrate and
the advice they give can shape the
next generation of handlers. Good
training should not simply impress;
it should educate, guide and help
safeguard the future standards of
gundog work.

Beyond training itself, the book
reflects on the traditions, standards
and efiquette that surround the sport.
From behaviour on shoot days to
respect for quarry, ground, keepers,
guns and fellow handlers, Ben
argues that producing a capable
dog is only part of the equation.
Equally important is developing
responsible, knowledgeable and
respectful handlers.

Throughout the book, Ben shares
the lessons, dogs and experiences
that have shaped his own journey.
Some achieved notable success,
while others taught quieter
but equally valuable lessons
about patience, humility, trust
and partnership. At its heart,
Beyond the Gundog is about
understanding the process behind
the finished picture.

Written for both new and
experienced handlers, it offers
a practical, honest and thought-
provoking insight into the craft
of gundog training. Ultimately,
it is a book about training dogs,
but perhaps more importantly, it
is a book about understanding
ourselves as handlers, teachers and
custodians of the next generation.

Further details on the release
of Beyond the Gundog will be
announced in due course on
sporting-gun.com and on Ben’s
social media pages. &

The author and guest
editor for this issue
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With its radical 3D-printed skeletal stock,
lightweight chassis system and sub-MOA
performance with lead-free ammunition,
this new Benelli is one of the most distinctive ‘
modern stalking rifles on the market, writes .o riﬂeff::::";f,'::nH;; e
Bruce Potts years, | can appreciate when a

here are periods
within the shooting
world that genuinely
mark a progression
in firearms
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manufacturer brings something
genuinely different to the table
rather than simply re-stocking or
tweaking an existing model.
Benelli has always been one of
my favourite manufacturers because
the company pays little attention
to trends or what everyone else is
doing. Instead, it treads its own path
and produces rifles that shooters
and stalkers genuinely appreciate
once they understand the thought
and engineering behind them.
Every Benelli | have tested
has exceeded expectations and,
judging by the deer that have
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passed through my larder over the
years, the company has produced
another very special rifle with the
Lupo Alpha.

This Alpha model is a real
revelation when you look at what is
currently available on the sporting
rifle market. Benelli has taken the
normal genre of rifle design and
completely tipped it on its head.
First up is the radically designed
skeletal stock, produced using
3D-printed polymer technology,
making this one of the lightest
chassis-based sporting rifles
available today.

BENELLI LUPO ALPHA

TECH SPECIFICATIONS

MANUFACTURER: Benelli

MODEL: Lupo Alpha

TYPE: Bolt-action

CALIBRE: .308 Win tested

BARREL LENGTH: 20in, 1-in-10in twist
OVERALL LENGTH: 40in

FINISH: BE.S.T Dark Grey Matte and Crio
STOCK: 3D-printed polymer
MAGAZINE: Five-shot detachable polymer
TRIGGER: Single-stage

WEIGHT: 2.6kg

PRICE: £1,950

CONTACT: www.sportsmanguncentre.co.uk

Combined with the ultra-smooth
bolt operation and Benelli’s
patented BE.S.T surface treatment,
which carries a 25-year corrosion
warranty, the Lupo Alpha is a very
hard act to follow at £1,9250.

SPECIFICATION

The Benelli Lupo has an unusual
action design and personally | really
like it. On this Alpha model, where
weight saving is key, extensive
scalloping and machining along

the action sides help reduce
unnecessary mass while also giving
the rifle a very modern appearance.

Attached to the receiver is a
one-piece aluminium Picatinny rail,
allowing straightforward mounting
of conventional optics, thermal
devices or NV units.

One feature often overlooked
on Benelli rifles is the quality of the
metal finish. The Alpha benefits
from the company’s superb BE.S.T
treatment, wearing a satin black
and grey finish that is exceptionally
resistant to corrosion, scratching
and poor weather. The bolt body
itself is gloss black and extremely
hard wearing. For stalkers
spending long periods outdoors in
miserable conditions, this finish is a
genuine asset.

Lupo actions are quirky, yes, but
they are also extremely pleasing to
operate. Again, weight reduction
is clearly part of the design
philosophy, with the bolt body
heavily scalloped and paired with
an elliptical three-lug bolt head
producing a short 60-degree lift. The
polymer bolt shroud incorporates a
red cocking indicator and the whole
action cycles incredibly smoothly
without binding.

| particularly like the tang-
mounted safety which, when
engaged, can still allow the boltto 3
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be opened via a small side lever
while the rifle remains safely on. It is
a very practical arrangement.

The dog-legged bolt handle is
another sensible touch. It protrudes
enough for a confident grip but not
so much that it constantly snags on
clothing or vegetation. Old-school
perhaps, but it works.

Barrel weight can make or break
a lightweight stalking rifle in terms of
handling, harmonics and accuracy.
Benelli has sensibly opted against
a carbon-wrapped design, instead
using a lightweight steel barrel
treated with the company’s CRIO
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process to improve stress relief,
thermal stability and longevity.
The Alpha's barrel measures just
20in, which [ think suits the .308
Win chambering perfectly. The
barrel profile is very slim, tapering
from 26mm at the action down
to just 15.4mm at the muzzle,

creating an exceptionally lively rifle.

Naturally, after six to eight quick
shots it benefits from cooling, but
that is hardly an issue in genuine
hunting situations.

The barrel is tully free-floated
and threaded 5/8in UNEF for

moderator fitment.

THE STOCK

Now to the really interesting part

of this rifle. | admit | am quite
conservative when it comes to rifle
design, but genuine innovation
deserves recognition and this Alpha
stock is something genuinely special.

Benelli has looked at
conventional stock production
and simply decided to do things
ditferently. Rather than moulding
together two synthetic halves or
machining away material from a
traditional stock blank, the Alpha
uses 3D-printed polymer technology
to build the stock structure upwards
layer by layer. The result is a skeletal
honeycomb design that is both
visually striking and remarkably
lightweight while still retaining
rigidity and strength.

At only 2.6kg, or 5.71b, the
Alpha is currently one of the
lightest chassis-style sporting rifles
available. The two-piece stock
attaches to a central aluminium
chassis system, providing a stable
bedding platform while maintaining
excellent balance and handling.

Visually, the stock has an almost
organic, bird-skeleton appearance.
It looks unlike anything else
currently on the stalking market and
creates a huge visual impact while
serving a very practical purpose in
reducing weight.

The dark grey anodised chassis
follows Benelli’s familiar angular
styling and incorporates further
scalloping and cutaways to remove
excess material. The detachable
five-shot polymer magazine
integrates neatly into the design and
feeds flawlessly.

The stock is also highly adjustable.
Comb height can be altered using
inferchangeable comb inserts,
while length of pull can be adjusted
from 13.75in to 15in via supplied
spacers, allowing the rifle to fit a
wide range of shooters.

The textured finish eliminates the
need for aggressive chequering
and provides excellent grip in poor
weather, while Benelli’s Progressive
Comfort recoil pad system does an
excellent job of softening recoil from

the .308 chambering.
TRIGGER

Accuracy can easily be ruined by a
poor trigger, but Benelli generally
gets this right and the Alpha is no
exception. The single-stage trigger
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A very striking and
unusual looking rifle

on test broke crisply at 2lb 3oz AMMO TEST

and felt very predictable in use. It Let’s be honest here — | am an old

is adjustable between 650g and fart these days and | have seen
1,650g should shooters wish to plenty of rifles come and go over
alter it, while the trigger blade itself the decades, but this rifle genuinely
can also be adjusted slightly using gets the pulse racing a bit. Given the
supplied spacers. direction of future legislation, | tested

. , The aluminium chassis
the Alpha exclusively with lead-free systarn iz the hsort

ammunition. of this modular

The standout load was Hornady'’s Cu‘::ﬂg;::r dF;I:::IT: ::
125gr ECX ammunition, which | rate
very highly. Velocity averaged an
impressive 2,996fps for 2,492ft/Ib
of energy, while three shots grouped
into just 0.45in. Exceptional
performance from factory
3 ammunition.

Next came two Sako Powerhead
Blade loads. The heavier 162gr
version grouped into around 1.25in
at 2,567fps and 2,370ft/Ib, but the
lighter 130gr Blade Pro loads were
much tighter. Velocity averaged
2,870fps for 2,376ft/Ib and sub-
MOA accuracy, making these a
strong hunting option. 3

N)
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The trigger is adjustable, and you can
see the tang sliding safety and extra
safety button are conveniently placed

Norma Eco Strike 150gr loads
also shot very well, producing
sub-MOA groups at 2,722fps and
2,468ft/Ib of energy.

RWS HIT ammunition continued
the trend. In .308 Win | generally
favour lighter lead-free bullets
and the 130gr version produced

excellent 0.55in groups alongside
2,585fps and 2,403ft/Ib.

Overall, the Alpha clearly
favoured lighter lead-free bullets
and delivered consistently impressive
accuracy throughout testing.

IN THE FIELD

No surprise then that | selected
the Hornady ECX loads for a late -
season Chinese water deer outing.

CWD generally bed in ditches
and hedgerows at field margins
and are always alert to danger.
Conditions were typically wet
underfoot — quiet for stalking
perhaps, but less enjoyable once my
wellies started leaking.

Using the excellent Pulsar
Symbion DXT50 multispectral
binoculars, | carefully worked my
way into position overlooking
a roughly 100-yard-wide field
bordered by dense scrub and a
known bedding area.

Resting the Alpha on a Harris
bipod immediately highlighted one
of the rifle’s greatest strengths — its
effortless handling. The rifle feels
incredibly light and manoeuvrable
without sacrificing stability.
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| initially spotted deer around
180 yards away on the Pulsars,
but moments later another doe
suddenly appeared just 20 yards
downwind before bolting across the
field. Thankfully she had not fully
identified my position.

After another 30 minutes, during
which a fox also appeared to
test my patience, the doe finally
re-emerged at 93 yards. The Alpha
came smoothly onto aim and,
with the ECX load, dropped her
cleanly where she stood, validating
the Alpha’s hunting credentials
perfectly.

CONCLUSION

Benelli rifles are always interesting
to test because they genuinely
offer something different while still
remaining practical and highly
effective in the field.

The Lupo Alpha combines
extremely lightweight handling
with excellent ergonomics, superb
lead-free accuracy and genuine all-
weather capability. Some shooters
may initially question the radical
stock design, but once used properly
in the field it becomes very easy to
appreciate the thinking behind it.

From static ambushes to
woodland stalking or hill work,
the Alpha handles beautifully and
carries effortlessly.

Considering the amount of
innovation and engineering
involved, it also represents excellent
value for money.

If you want a lightweight stalking
rifle that genuinely stands apart
from the crowd while still delivering
where it matters most, the Benelli
Lupo Alpha deserves a place near
the very top of the list.
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BRATTONSOUND GUNSAFE

WE ARETHE GUNSAFE EXPERTS

UK manufactured since |1982.We have
models especially for airguns, with or
without scopes, and all our safes are suitable
for Part | Firearms and Shotguns.

3YEAR ON-SITEWARRANTY*

Our after sales service is second to none.

SAFETY

guns safely locked away.

3 SECURITY LEVELS

PROTECTION

Safely locking your guns away reduces
the risk of accidental damage.

STORAGE FORALLYOUR GEAR
Keep your guns,ammo and accessories
together. Losing your pellets can be a thing
of the past!

For local stockists & brochures call

020 8254 6812 e
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High Lodge

Suffolk’s Premier
Clay Shooting Venue

Clay Shooting | Archery | Air Rifle

Situated in Suffolk Woodland and
Countryside and offering a wide variety of
disciplines and facilities to suit all levels of

Clay & Game Shooters

NEW We also make General

Purpose Security Cabinets. www.brattonsound.co.uk
Please see our website

Practice Clays & Instruction

*Terms and conditions apply see website for details

Any sharp pro cher

Sharpens any steel blade including some scissors
(Dependent on model of sharpener).

-
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They start at just £15.00 and make an ideal gift.

To order visit: www theknifesharpenerguy.co.uk or email: et
steph@theknifesharpenerguy.co.uk

20+ Sporting Practice Stands, Skeet & DTL
plus 4 Compak / Sport Trap layouts
Fully automated and voice activated

No need to book for practice
Call for Instruction

For Shooting Events
and Competitions

Scan the QR code to r,EI =]
view more details on i '
our website

Shooters Lodge
Stays for 2026

Head to our website Eiﬂﬂ@ i

for more lodge stay ~ Fwiif | o

details. Scan the E,ﬁﬁ; :

QR code today. in 2026

Open to all Find us

on maps

Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm . ﬁ

OF Val

Saturdays 10am - 5pm Al
Wednesdays 10am till dusk il

www.highlodge.co.uk
Call 01986 784347 | Email info@highlodge.co.uk

o High Lodge Leisure Ltd ® HighLodges5 High_Lodge_Leisure_Ltd
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SAVE ON SHOP PRICE
WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE

The latest shooting news, kit reviews and techniques from the
experts to ensure you achieve your best shooting performance

Save on shop price when you subscribe.
Pay just per issue - cheaper
than buying in-store at £7.99!

0131 3576305

shop.twsgroup.com

T&Cs online
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have grown up in the
countryside and around
working dogs, shooting

and stalking. It has been
more than a part of my

life, it is my way of life. My
earliest memories are of days
out with my father, his gundogs
and an air rifle, shooting rabbits,
watching dogs work and
learning without realising how
much | was taking in. Looking
back now, those early years in
the field taught me far more than
| knew. They taught me patience,
observation, respect for animals
and the importance of doing
things properly.

My stalking journey only really
began when | was out with my
father at the beginning of August,
when | shot my first roe buck. It
was late evening and we had
just watched the sun begin to set,
piercing through the clouds and
creating an unforgettable sky. We
were on a stubble field resting on

SPORTING-GUN.COM

a bale, with Nell, our labrador, sat
quietly by our side. She was patient
and still, her eyes fixed towards
the woodland edge. She knew the
deer was there. She could sense it
and understood exactly what was
unfolding. | remember really trying
to take everything in, the fading
light, the cool breeze, the ducks on
the nearby pond and the geese
flying low overhead. We waited
anxiously, knowing we were losing
the evening light.

But we were in luck. A young
buck stepped out from the
woodland edge and hesitantly
made its way across the field. It
dodged between the bales and
rarely stood still long enough to
offer a shot. As the light continued
to fade, my adrenaline continued
to build. Everything felt still and
perfectly set. A small whistle from
dad and the buck turned broadside,
looking in our direction, | knew |
didn't have long before it took its
next step. | could feel my heart

X

beating in my throat. | released the
safety, took a deep breath to steady
myself, and squeezed. | remember
looking up to see the buck running
and | thought | had missed, but then
| saw him slow down and begin
to look unsteady on his feet. And
after a few seconds — what felt like
minutes — the deer dropped.
| still remember the feeling of
my heart pounding, and the pulse
in my neck. My hands still shook
minutes after the shot and | was
overwhelmed with emotions.
It was not a feeling of joy for
taking a life, but one of achieving
something | had dreamed of, and
an understanding of the seriousness
of the moment. It is a feeling that
never fades with every deer | have
shot since, and one that makes you
realise just how special this sport is.
From that moment onwards, | truly
understood what deer stalking was
all about. It was never simply about
taking an animal’s life, but about
the entire experience. The sights, the

1

D

YOUTHFUL AMBITION

E £

Jack now manages
his own ground in

Herefordshire
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DEER
STALKING

Jack has enjoyed
three trips to South
Africa for plains
game hunting

smells, the sounds, the appreciation
of the environment, and those
moments shared with friends, tamily
and companions like Nell.

Since then, | have gone on to
shoot many deer and complete
both DSC Level 1 and DSC Level 2
qualifications, but it hasn’t changed
the way | see stalking like | thought
it might. It is not about numbers
for their own sake, nor about
making something serious appear
fashionable. It is about stewardship
and being fully immersed in nature.
It comes with responsibility, and
respect towards the countryside.

| now manage my own ground
here in Herefordshire and that has
taught me a great deal. Knowing
the ground properly is everything.
Understanding where deer are likely
to be, how many are around, and
what damage they are causing.
You also learn how they react to
weather, to seasons and pressures
from farming. All of this only comes
from time spent out there. There is no
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YOUTHFUL AMBITION

shortcut, and you must have a real
interest and understanding of what it
is you're doing.

One of the parts | enjoy most is
guiding clients. | genuinely enjoy
taking people out and giving them
a proper experience, not simply
putting them in front of an animal.
For me, it is about talking them
through the ground, the species, the
individual animal, the reason for
taking one and leaving another,
and helping them understand the
whole process.

Although we do have high seats,
and they have their place, | prefer
to stalk on foot and give them a real
memory of a hunt and not just a shot
on an animal. | feel that is where
the real experience lies. | often think
about a quote from hunter and
filmmaker Donnie Vincent, he says:
“The closer you get to something,
the more interesting it becomes”. This
resonates with me and the way | go
about stalking through woodland.
Understanding the land, using the
wind, moving slow and becoming
a part of nature. When it comes
together, there is no better feeling.

I'm particularly fond of guiding
clients who have not shot many
deer. Seeing the enjoyment on their
face and helping them understand
what it is all about is something |
value greatly. Often, | feel more

emotion in those moments than they Jack fully embraces

do, even though | am not the one the field-to-fork
rocess

taking the shot. P

| am well prepared for guiding
too, with my Toyota Hilux set up
specifically for deer stalking and
guiding, and | always want clients
to feel they have had a genuine day
in the field. Not something rushed or
artificial, but a genuine experience
that they will remember.

A significant part of all this for me
our set up with Fisher Chillers,

is the field-to-fork process. Through
everything is handled correctly from
the moment the animal is harvested
and taken out of the field. It then
goes into the chiller, hangs in the

fur, and the process begins exactly
as it should. | enjoy skinning and
butchering deer by myself. It gives
you a real sense of gratitude for
where the food has come from. | feel

strongly about this because it shows

Jack will be co-hosting the true value of 5tc1||<ing when it
trips to South Africa

i ne properly. Y re not onl
after graduating sdo SLRIOPETy. Tou Qie NAanty

managing deer responsibly, you are 3
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pick up knowledge from the way
they do things. They have such an
understanding of the landscape and
know the animals so well.

Once | graduate, | plan to guide
clients full time in Herefordshire
and across the country, as well as
: _ arranging trips to South Africa with
e : _4 S 2 the trusted outfit we have used over

S R e LR o e the past three years. It is a special
e e | T B setup in the Eastern Cape, with the
diversity of high altitude mountains
and lowland terrain with dense
bush, an abundance of wildlife and
game. This allows you to experience
two very different environments
within one trip.

For me, one of the most important
aspects of stalking is that you never
stop learning. Every day in the
field teaches you something. You
learn so much from watching an
animal or another person'’s style of
stalking. You learn from mistakes,
from success, from others with more
experience and from simply taking
the time to observe.

| often think back to those
early moments in the field, beside
my father with Nell at our side,
watching and learning without fully
realising it at the time, and how
much they shaped everything that
has led me to where | am now.

That is one of the things | respect
most about this life, and one of the
reasons | know it is what | want to

be a part of in my future. B

A passion for hill

stalling foo also producing some of the finest We have met some remarkable

sustainable wild food available. people there and built lasting
Venison is natural, healthy and friendships, which has made those
completely connected to the land it experiences even more meaningful.
came from. | have also been fortunate to hunt

| am still studying at Exeter extensively with Josh Harris during
University and | often take venison my time in South Africa. Spending
back with me. | live with a few of so much time alongside him and
my friends who rarely eat game, learning as much as | can about
so sharing it with them is very plains game hunting has helped
rewarding. That has been an me tremendously and has already
important part of the journey, as added greatly to my knowledge
it has given me the opportunity to and experience. The abundance
infroduce people of my own age of species and the quality of game
to venison and to the story behind is exceptional, and it offers a
it. Many people have never really completely different perspective
considered where wild food comes on hunting. There, hunting is simply
from or what sits behind it in terms a way of life. It is not questioned;
of management, responsibility and it is part of who people are and
sustainability. Once they taste it how they have grown up. That is
and understand the process, their something | respect greatly.
perspective changes. Different species, different

| have also been lucky enoughto  terrain and different conditions, alll
travel to South Africa three times for make for an unforgettable hunting
plains game hunting, and those trips ~ experience. It is also great to learn ) —
have taught me a great deal as well.  how other people hunt and to reslt ol el gl ek
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SPORTING Sell Your Knives
GUTLERY the easy way

Do you have knives you wish to sell?

We currently have collectors looking for;
*Puma * Strider * Extrema Ratio * Cold Steel * Zero Tolerance *
Spyderco * Benchmade and many others

If you are looking for a specialist to deal with the sale of your antique and
collectable knives, please feel free to give us a call or email;

Telephone 01492 640 664
sales@stsnorthwales.co.uk

We will be happy to help and advise

Contact us for the best possible return on your investment.

View our full terms and conditions on our web site www.sportingtrader.co.uk

WWW.SPORTINGCUTLERY.CO.UK - 01492 640664 -  SALES@STSNORTHWALES.CO.UK STS (NORTH WALES) LTD, LLANRWST, CONWY, LL26 OHU

EMBERLEAF EXPERIENCE PRECISION AND CRAFTSMANSHIP EGAME

WITH EMBERLEAF WORKSHOPS e
Emberleaf Workshops, where every blade is a masterpiece of precision, durability, Alp
WORI(SH OPS and design. Trusted by professionals and enthusiasts alike, Emberleaf knives are
crafted to excel in game processing and fieldwork. WE'RE EXHIBITING
24-26 JULY 2026

RAGLEY HALL
STAND G1027

CAEL V2 AND GARRON V1 AND MARIS V1 BRAN V1 DAMASCUS
ARCAELIS V1 ARCAELIS V1 DAMASCUS STEEL STEEL BLADE

Set in Daemons Set in Jungle Desert Iron wood and 3000, year Handled in 60,000-year-old
blood inlace. wear carbon old bog oak with a mammoth woolly mammoth ivory and steel
and green glow. Ivory spacer. pommel cap.

Each knife is meticulously designed and rigorously field-tested to combine ergonomic comfort with unmatched performance.
Whether you need a versatile blade for intricate cuts or a robust tool for demanding tasks, Emberleaf knives deliver the reliability and
finesse you deserve.

At Emberleaf, we take pride in blending traditional techniques with modern innovation, creating tools that are as beautiful as they
are functional. From the vast selection of premium materials to the final hand-finished edge, every step is a commitment to quality that
sets our knives apart.

Visit us at www.emberleaf.com to explore our collection.
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CLAY GROUND
GUIDE

UIDE

THIMBLEBY

Set in the stunning North York
Moors, Thimbleby Shooting
Ground offers top-class clay
shooting for all levels, with
expert instruction from beginner
to advanced. Enjoy varied
sporting targets across scenic
stands, plus a dedicated air
rifle range. There's a welcoming
clubhouse café, which is open
to all, and a gun room and
shop with demo opportunities available. Thimbleby blends premium facilities
with a friendly atmosphere for an unforgettable shooting experience.

Contact details:

Tel: 01609 883401

Website: www.thimblebyshoot.com
Email: info@thimblebyestate.com

GARLANDS Hall is a welcoming country sports destination in the heart of Cheshire. We
offer clay pigeon and air rifle shooting, a fully stocked gun room, and premium

Established for over 45 years, Garlands shooting ground is home to an
extensive gunshop with all associated products — shotguns, rifles, ammunition
and a large clothing and accessory department.

Also on site is Gamekeepa Feeds & Supplies, the supplier for all your game-
shoot products - feeders, drinkers, pen-building essentials, vermin traps,
chemical treatments and supplementary feeds. The renowned shooting ground
is available for practice and tuition. We also have two zeroing 100m rifle ranges.

Contact details:
Tel: 01827383300 r 4 %e
Email: sales@garlands.uk.com .f,"" o\
Website: www.garlandsshootingground.co.uk u\"‘LR——‘Ll\;y :':;
Gamekeepa Feeds ‘:bx"}‘

-

Tel: 01827 383993

Email: sales@gamekeepafeeds.co.uk GAm_KEEm

Website: www.gamekeepafeeds.co.uk FEEDS 3 & SUPPLIES

CLAY GROUND

Plan your next clay day at some of the
best shooting grounds here in the UK,
each with top-class facilities, expert
instruction and clays for all ahilities

MICKLEY HALL

Cheshire and Shropshire’s premier shooting ground and gun room, Mickley

country clothing, all backed by exceptional service.

Our shooting school caters to all abilities, with English Sporting, Super
Sporting, Sportrap and more, and all stands are fully undercover for year-
round comfort. Game shooters can keep skills sharp with open practice
sessions, while expert coaches Brody and John provide tailored tuition to
refine technique and build consistency.

Beyond the stands, our country store features quality Spring/Summer clothing
and accessories, from classic tweeds and lightweight layers to shirts, gilets and
durable wellingtons by Harkila, Seeland, Jack Pyke, Aigle and Gateway 1.
Whether you're training, shopping or relaxing in beautiful surroundings,
Mickley Hall delivers the complete country

sports experience.

Contact details:

Tel: 0800 772 0058

Website: www.mickleyhall.co.uk
Email: admin@mickleyhall.com

ERISWELL LODGE

Eriswell Lodge is East Anglia's premier
events, hospitality, and shoofing sports
venue, open six days a week. Alongside
international-class clay shooting, we
now offer air gun shooting, with tuition
and practice available for both. Our
comfortable clubhouse hosts private
parties, business functions, and more,
with a retail shop, gun room, coffee shop
and café. Conveniently located north of
Mildenhall, Suffolk, on the A1065, we offer a wide range of disciplines including

ESP, FSP, STR, CSP, SSP, ESK, SKD, OSK, NSSA, DTL, SB and ABT.

Contact details: -
Tel: 01638 534045 Eriswell
Email: info@eriswell-lodge.com LOdge

Website: www.eriswell-lodge.com

e SPITFIRE SHOOT

Join us for an unforgettable
experience at the Spitfire Shoot

in Stockbridge, UK. Set in the
beautiful Hampshire countryside,
this unique event lets you test your
shootfing skills in a thrilling and safe
environment. With expert instructors
offering personal guidance, it's
ideal for beginners and pros dlike.
Stunning views and world-class
facilities make it a perfect day for families, friends or corporate groups. Don't miss
this exhilarating experience in one of the UK's most picturesque locations.

Contact details:  [THE

Tel: 01264 810312 ; .

|
Email: info@spitfireshoot.co.uk SPITFIB :..
Website: www.spitfireshoot.co.uk N SHO0T AL
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

HIGH LODGE

e WEST KENT SHOOTING SCHOOL

A Favourite Suffolk Clay
Shooting venue we offer multiple
disciplines, with many areas
undercover, fully automated on all
disciplines. Around 30 Sporting
Stands, Skeet, DTL & 4 Compak/
Sportrap Layouts which are

Nestled in 20 acres of landscaped
and partially wooded grounds, West
Kent Shooting School offers one of
the most comprehensive clay pigeon
shooting experiences in the Southeast.
Our English Sporting layout spans

19 areas with over 100 target

— e fully voice activated. Pc?/ & Play _
combinations, including a 100ft high e e he S - practice or Instruction o fered. - /}y

tower and a dedicated Skeet range. OU"_CIUthUSE Café/Bar Menu o X sl Lo .
Our instructors provide tuition in a setting that blends natural beauty with top- services Breakfast & Lunches (

lass facilities. Our clubh ff | hil o offering both delicious homemade and locally sourced food and drinks. We're
COEA RACHNES, S NS aNOto NS QL AT g oM, Wha L Feaipolee.on open 7 days a week this time of year. Enjoy a staycation in one of 19 onsite Luxury
conference packages combine professionalism with a personal touch.

Lodges, with Dog friendly options & Hot Tubs, onsite Fishing, Archery & Air Rifle
Ranges are also available.

Contact details: ) ﬂ
Tel: 01892 834306 B 3 Contact details:

Email: info@westkentshooting.co.uk £ Tel: 01986 784347

Website: www.westkentshooting.co.uk % f Email: info@highlodge.co.uk

IF YOU WOULD LIKE
YOUR GROUND
INCLUDED
CALL:
0131392??26

A\ Y

Auchterhouse, an award-winning
clay shooting ground, offers outdoor
activities for individuals, corporate
events, team building, stag & hen
groups, birthdays, anniversaries,
and other celebrations. Catering
from beginners to international
competitors, we provide coaching
and host local, national, and
international competitions attracting
world-class shooters. Facilities
include 4 Skeet ranges (3 Olympic),
4 DTL, 1 ABT, 1 Olympic Trap, 1 Sportrap, 12 Sporting stands, and the renowned

High Tower as well as the onsite Clay Doo Café to end a day’s shoot.

Contact details:
Tel: 01382-320476

Website: www.auchterhousecontrysports.co. uk

Find out more about
these clay grounds -
scan the QR code
for full details.

@
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RECIPE

WILD RABBIT RANCH SALAD

An indulgent salad that allows the flavour and texture of your carefully prepared
rabbhit to take centre stage, says Cai ap Bryn

RABBIT PREP tenderise the meat and removing remove all the meat from the bones.
| find | have much better results any earthy taste. Season the meat with salt and

if | place the rabbit in a bowl For this recipe the rabbit will need pepper and cover with olive oil to
of water in which I've dissolved to be placed in a pan of water and prevent it from drying out. It can be
three tablespoons of salt and simmered for around two hours — stored in the fridge for a few days,
two tablespoons of sugar, and enough for the meat to start pulling ready for when you want to make
let it sit in the fridge overnight. from the bone. Once done, remove a dish at short notice, or you can
This creates a very white, clean- the rabbit and let it cool for a couple freeze it if you are keeping it for a
looking rabbit and also helps to of minutes before using your handsto  longer period.

 Serves3-4

INGREDIENTS

* 1 rabbit, prepared as above
* 80g bacon lardons
e 20g croutons
* 150g mixed leaf salad
* 2 small peppers, sliced
* 10g seeds and shoots
* 10 vine tomatoes,
chopped in half
2 spring onions, sliced

Ranch Dressing

Mix all items below in a bowl
* 6 tbsp mayonnaise

5 tbsp buttermilk

1 garlic clove, minced

1 /2 white onion, diced
very finely

1 tsp chopped fresh chives
Half a lemon, squeezed
Salt and pepper to taste
1/3 tsp Dijon mustard

THE METHOD

1 Prepare the salad - be creative
with what you have got. The
listed ingredients are what | used
at the time, but you can design
your own salad that is more to
your liking or to use up what you
have left.

2 Fry the bacon lardons and,
when crispy, remove them from
pan. Add the rabbit meat to
the bacon fat and fry for three
minutes. This will give it flavour
and a nice colour.

3 Place the rabbit, bacon and
croutons on top of the salad, then
slowly pour the delicious ranch
dressing over the top. lts creamy,
savoury flavour works very well 4 Some people like to serve the it around so that everything is
with the rabbit and bacon. salad as it is, but | like to mix covered in the dressing. B
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DOG BEDS THAT WORK Quote SG10

for a 10%

FOR WORKING DOGS discount
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Pay just £3.99 per issue when you subscribe to
- 32% cheaper than buying in-store at £5.41!

shop.twsgroup.com ~~"""

PARK STREET GUNS
Registered Firearm Dealer
1-2 Park Street Lane, Park Street,
St. Albans AL2 2NE

Tel: 01727 872646/872669 T hedionhin dug
Fax: 01727 875449 Casi'l and Carry Cartridges
parkstreetguns@talk21.com o e K e e
www.gunshot.co.uk

Bradford Sta er
O, ntry Sports Specialifts. e lk [NDEPENDENT SHOOTING SUPPUES

200+ Shotguns and Rifles in stock

* Shotgun and Rifle Ammunition
* Shooting Accessories and Equipment
* Optics* Clothing * Decoying Equipment

Large selection of new & used shotguns, rifles and
airguns, cothing, footwear, night vision, scopes,
reloading, lamps and accessories. Call for bulk clay

pigeon and cartridge prices. * Knives * Gun Safes
All Major Brands Available and Stocked RUN BY SHOOTERS... FOR SHOOTERS
m.bmdfﬂrdstalk!r.cu.uk from the n:l:wr af Thody I“E".I'd: Thoiry _:w ﬂ':.rrtmt?q nu?-;bl:::uli
Lane & Roman Road Tel: 01277 356181
T ' | e Quston bank farm, Ouston, Chester Le Street Co Durham, DH2 188
112 East Road, \\LHI \ILlNL a, l ssex CO5 8SA | Tel/ |*'d}; - 01 ll..lh 382477 Email: contacti@bradfordstalker.co.uk

RECRUITMENT

CARLRUSSELL (P

M A K E R §

GUNROOM SALES ASSOCIATE (FULL TlME) Hatfield Park, Hatfield, Hertfordshire, AL9 5NQ

Competitive salary (dependent on experience)

Carl Russell & Co is a leading name Role Overview Ideal Candidate Benefits

in the shooting industry, offering a ® Deliver face-to-face and ® Passionate about ® Competitive salary (DOE)

wide selection of firearms, optics, phone customer service shooting sports e Staff discount

clothing, and accessories. With ® Handle sales and ® Sound knowledge of ® Supportive, friendly

an on-site gunsmith, excellent enquiries firearms, ammunition, and working environment

customer service, and strong ® Maintain accurate gun accessories ® 4 weeks' holiday + bank

industry knowledge, we're also register records ® Retail or gunroom holidays in lieu

expanding our online presence. ® Support efficient daily experience (advantageous ® Company pension
We're offering a great opportunity =~ operations alongside the but not essential)

for someone passionate about team ® Strong communication, IT  Hours

shooting sports to join our customer- skills, and attention to detail Tuesday-Friday:

facing team in a full-time, permanent ® Organised, proactive,and  9.00am-5.30pm

role based in our Gunroom. confident Saturday: 9.00am-4.00pm

If you're enthusiastic about shooting sports and keen to work in a rewarding environment, wed love to hear from

you. To apply, please send your CV and a covering letter to Sian Duglan at accounts@carlrussellandco.com




| AM A SHOOTER

" HARRY HUTGHISON

Mullet, moustache and an Instagram feed you can’t scroll past
- at 27, Stirling-based Harry Hutchison is doing something
almost no one else in fieldsports is: tackling the online critics
head-on. Gym owner, stalker and game shot, he’s bringing a
younger voice to the shooting conversation

<]

BECOME
NEXT
MONTH'’S
SHOOTER

If you would

like to share the
background to

your passion on the

| am a shooter page,
contact

matthew.kidd@

twsgroup.com

WHAT IS YOUR EARLIEST
MEMORY OF FIELDSPORTS?

| was three. My dad had been

out shooting and | went to grab
something from his old, green
Defender, when | saw two feet
sticking out of the back - a brace

of pheasants. | was absolutely
mesmerised. | carried them into the
house demanding to know where
he'd got them, and from that moment
on | never let him go shooting without
me. It's so strange, because | don't
have many memories from that age,
but | can still picture opening the
back of that car. It was a pivotal
moment. After that I'd turn up in my
little puffer and race his dog, Lupin, to
pick the birds. | was annoyed if Lupin
got there first.

WHAT WAS THE FIRST GUN
YOU HAD?

A little AYA boxlock .410 that had
been my dad'’s. He was keen | wasn't
given a gun too young, so | got it at
eight, having already been tagging
along for years. It's a lovely thing -
people are always trying to buy it off
me. I'd potter around the farm after
rabbits and pigeons with it. | didn't
really shoot on pheasant days until |
was about 12. My first rifle came at
17 or 18, a Browning X-Bolt .243 that
my grandpa passed down when he
stopped stalking. I've still got that, too.

WHAT’S YOUR CURRENT KIT?

My main shotgun is a Perazzi
12-bore that | picked up for a good
price years ago when | was working
at the London Gun Company on

the King's Road. My current rifle is a
Sako in 6.5 Creedmoor. Those are
my two go-to guns now.

YOU'VE BECOME A FAMILIAR
FACE ON SOCIAL MEDIA -
HOW DID THAT START?

The older generation’s instinct has
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always been to keep your head
below the parapet and not respond.
That worked for a long time, but
everything is openly debated

online now, and the anti-shooting
content is clickbaity and all over
people’s feeds. If all you ever see

is “shooting’s cruel, it's just rich
blokes in Range Rovers,” you're
only getting one opinion. | wanted
to offer the other side, and to show it
isn't all 70-year-olds smoking cigars
— there’s young people from every
kind of background too. | taught
myself the basics of video editing.
The algorithm doesn't favour glossy,
polished videos anyway, which suits
me fine.

WHAT KIND OF REACTION DO
YOU GET?

It's very mixed. | get 20 or 30
messages a day — around 20

of them are friendly and really
encouraging from people in the
industry, and the rest range from
“you're a prick” to far worse.

I'm thick-skinned, so the positive
majority keeps me going. The posts
| value most aren'’t the ones with the
biggest view count but the ones that
spark conversations with people
outside shooting.

WHY DO YOU SHOOT?

| love having a genuine connection
to the food I'm eating, and | don't
think there’s any greater link to your
dinner than shooting. That connection
has been lost for a lot of people.
Everyone talks about “getting out into
nature” now, but they park up, walk
for an hour and come back - you're
on it, not in it. When you're shooting,
working your dogs, you're properly
part of the natural world.

TELL US ABOUT YOUR DOGS.

I've got four: two cockers, a black
labrador and a springer. Theyre

my little crew, and | really enjoy
picking-up with them.

HOW MUCH TIME DO YOU
SPEND SHOOTING?

It's hugely seasonal. A lot of my
stalking is contract work — estates
on the west coast book me in
advance, mostly around Taynuilt
and Inveraray, and I'll be out for the
red stags from October and then on
the hinds through the winter. In the
thick of the season that can mean
being out every day for a couple
of months at a stretch. This time of
year is much quieter — roe once
a fortnight or so, and maybe 10
driven days a year on pheasants.
Game shooting isn’t cheap, so
the honest answer is: as much as
| possibly can. |

Find him on Instagram
@harryhutchison

SUBSCRIBE TODAY & SAVE ON SHOP PRICE
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LUPO GRANITE MOSS RRP: £999.99

Sub-M.O.A. precision and total comfort in a
bolt-action rifle with exclusive technologies,
featuring the Progressive Comfort system

@ SPORTSMAN

GUN CENTRE LTD

Distributed by: Sportsman Gun Centre
T: 01392 354854 | sportsmanguncentre.co.uk

in the stock and exclusive texture for maximum grip.
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HOLLAND & HOLLAND

SHOOTING GROUNDS

est since

S 1LY
. f‘@-n- 2 S

The country’s premier destination for shotgun and rifle tuition, events,
registered shoots and seasonal dining, all in an immaculate setting just 45
minutes from central London.

Scan to find out Zaage
more & to book: Egst

Ducks Hill Road, Northwood, London, HAG6 2ST

Tel: 01923 825349



