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20" & 28"  
WALNUT & SYNTHETIC

MADE EXCLUSIVELY FOR 
AUSTRALIAN HUNTERSBA-X12

FEATURES
 5+1 magazine capacity (2 3/4" shells)
 Ergonomic lever operation
 Drilled, tapped and supplied with  

scope base
 Operates with all 12GA 2 3/4" and 3" loads 

(except low-powered clay target loads)
 3" magnum chamber

 Hard case with gun socks
 5 interchangeable chokes 
 Muzzle brake
 Open sights
 1" sling swivels

   .3 YEAR WARRANTY
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A brand-new concept in speed 
and efficiency, the Buckmaster 
PB 12 is not a straight-pull and not 
a semi-auto. Its gas/inertia 
blow-back system opens the 
action and ejects the shell, while 
also reducing recoil. A unique 
forend-mounted mechanism 
releases the bolt and chambers 
the next cartridge at the touch of 
a button. What’s more, the 
Turkish-made shotgun comes 
in with higher quality at a very 
attractive price. Is it the future 
for Australian shotgunners?

A prime hog deer stag photographed 
by Jared Matthews.

Lucky country  12

Sambar double  54

Scotch, blackback  
and bulls  60

Species Guide:  
Hog deer  66

The doomed .35s  44

Making a  
mountain rifle  48

Celikarms  
Buckmaster PB 12  20

ZeroTech Thrive  
HD 4-16x44 scope  28

Pecar Black Carbon 
2.5-10x50 scope  32

OPENING SHOT  4

ASK THE GUN EDITOR  6

WILDER LIFE  36

STRAIGHT SHOOTING  38

HUNTER’S GALLERY  40

HUNTER’S DIARY  42

GUN LORE  44

SHOOTER’S SHOWCASE  70

PRACTICAL RELOADING  76

IN THE BLOOD  80

BACON BUSTERS  82



A FEW WORDS FROM THE EDITOR

ABOVE: A selection of custom SMLEs and Mausers Mick has been  
corrupted by at his local gun shop. 

Editor: Mick Matheson
Email: mickmatheson@yaffa.com.au

Technical Editor: Nick Harvey

Contributors: Tony Pizzata, Dylan Smith, 
Chloe Golding, Graham Park, Damien Hart, 
Brett Beesley, Jared Matthews.

ADVERTISING

National Sales Manager:

Tony Pizzata Tel: (02) 9213 8263
Mobile: 0411 592 389
Fax: (02) 9281 2750

Email: tonypizzata@yaffa.com.au
Advertising Production:
Michelle Carneiro
Tel: (02) 9213 8219
Email: michellecarneiro@yaffa.com.au
Marketing Manager: 
Lucy Yaffa
Tel: (02) 9213 8245

SUBSCRIPTIONS
WWW.GREATMAGAZINES.COM.AU
Call: 1800 807 760

Email: SUBSCRIPTIONS@
YAFFA.COM.AU

Subscription Rates:
1 year / 13 issues   $113
1 year PLUS (print + digital) $125.00
Overseas 1 year rate   NZ    A $136.00  
 ASIA $136.00   ROW  $170.00

SPORTING SHOOTER

 is published by Yaffa Media Pty Ltd,

17-21 Bellevue St, Surry Hills,

NSW 2010

Tel: (02) 9281 2333

Fax: (02) 9281 2750

ACN 54002 699 354

Publisher: Chris Yu

Production Director: Matthew Gunn

Studio Manager: Lauren Esdaile

Designer: Maria Alegro

Freelance submissions should be emailed to the 
Editor as a MS Word File or in Rich Text format with 
accompanying high resolution (1 Megabyte+) Jpg 
images in email packages no more than 14 
megabytes per email. Alternatively stories and 
images on a memory stick/thumb drive can be 
mailed to the Editor at the above address.

The publishers exercise every care with regard 
to published figures relating to handloading 
data, no responsibility is accepted for any 
omissions or errors arising during the publishing 
process. Readers are advised to consult 
corroborating reloading information from at 
least two other industry sources or manuals. 
Further, neither publishers or editors accept 
responsibility for the accuracy of statements 
or opinions expressed by freelance writers.

ISSN 1835-6923

4 | SPORTING SHOOTER _ JANUARY 2023



HUNT.
EXPLORE . 

LIVE .

Proudly distributed by O
utdoor Sporting Agencies
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w
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ridgelineclothing.com.au
BUY INSTORE AND ONLINE

These lightweight, easy to use binoculars offer precise vision 
for every outdoor activity. True all-rounders, these were built 

for adventure, with a quality that provides unbelievable 
value for money. Includes Strap & Free Soft Carry Case  

NEW

R I D G E L I N E
10X42

BINOCULARS
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Reloder 26 in the .270 
Winchester

.308 and .30-06 
comparison

ABOVE: You’ll see an advantage 
from a magnum primer if you use 
heavy charges of slow-burning 
powders but benchrest primers 
provide little or no benefit for 
hunting loads. 

TECHNICAL ADVICE FROM THE GURU – BY NICK HARVEY

Letters containing questions for answering by Nick Harvey must be accompanied by a stamped self-addressed envelope. 
Mail your letters to: The Technical Editor, 3 Reef Street, Hill End, NSW 2850.





8 | SPORTING SHOOTER _ JANUARY 2023

. 30 Belted Newton by 
another name

Likes the 7mm STW

Querying O’Connor’s 
favourite .270 load

Barrel life is 
unpredictable

The .308 Norma Magnum: a .30 Belted Newton by another name.
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La Coruna Mauser no 
problemo

Wants a .300 RUM

Model 94 Canadian 
Centennial

Converting Siamese 
Mauser to .45-70

Winchester’s Model 94 Canadian Centennial rifle was a commemorative edition, not a 
limited one, and more than 90,000 were made.



Visit a dealer near you.                                    herrons.com.au
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 Corben and Damo cammed  
up and staking out a favourite 

hunting haunt.

Sunrise from the spot where  
Damo’s brother shot his fallow buck. 

The speaker was hanging in the little 
sapling in the centre of the shot.
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Damo and the 
wild dog that 

came out of 
nowhere.

A sign of pigs 
close by. You 

have to get out 
there to find sign, 
which will lead to 
success 
eventually.

 It may have 
looked like 

luck to a casual 
observer but Damo 
put huge amounts 
of work into 
making this trophy 
an easy kill.
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  The four  
pigs Damo 

collected when 
fortune favoured 
him one morning.

 Fresh sign  
like this means 

fallow bucks are  
in the area.

 It pays to 
explore the 

bushy gullies 
because you might 
find fresh wallows 
like this.



Buckmaster  PB12  Shotgun

❖ Patented Push Button Loading  
System 

❖ Self ejecting, manually operated,  
5 Shot magazine capacity 

❖ 5 Choke tubes 
❖ 20” or 28” – Black synthetic or  

Walnut 
❖ 12 Guage, 3” chamber 
❖ 2 Year warranty  
❖ CATEGORY  ‘‘A’’  FIREARM

❖ Calibre: .410
❖ Chambered for 2 1/2” cartridge.
❖  Solid steel action and other metalwork - 

no inferior metals.
❖ Quality Turkish walnut.

Phone: 
0428 453 425 
Email:  
kayhunt@bigpond.com 

CONTACT US FOR YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST

Phone: 
0428 453 425 
Email:  
kayhunt@bigpond.com 

CONTACT US FOR YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST

IN  
STOCK 
NOW

IN  
STOCK 
NOW
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CELIKARMS BUCKMASTER PB 12 — BY NICK HARVEY
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The PB 12 is available with 
either a Turkish walnut stock 

or black synthetic stock. Apart 
from the obvious difference, the 
walnut version has a different 
recoil pad and lacks the forend rail

Streamlined receiver has a 
dull matte anodised finish to 

match the barrel and receiver.
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The PB 12 swings smoothly 
and encourages a smooth 

follow-through. 

A second nut on the magazine 
tube must be removed before 

the barrel can be slid out of the 
receiver. With the barrel removed, 
you can see the action arm which 
has two steel rods linking it to  
the bolt.

 A Picatinny rail underneath 
the forearm can be used to 

attach a torch for night shooting.

 The Buckmaster is 
accompanied by five 

flush-fitting screw-in choke tubes 
together with a spanner wrench.

fi

Maker: Celikarms, Turkey

Operation: Gas/inertia

Gauge: 12; 76mm (3”) chamber

Barrel length: 28” (as tested;  
20” option); 5 interchangeable 
choke tubes

Weight: 3.4kg (7.5lb)

Overall length: 124cm  
(49 inches)

Safety: Crossbolt through rear of 
trigger guard

Sights: Ventilated rib barrel with 
brass bead

Stock: Black polymer, moulded 
chequering with vented recoil 
pad (walnut also available)

Length of pull: 36cm (14”)

Drop at comb/heel: 38mm/ 
64mm (1.5”/2.5”)

Finish: Barrel and receiver 
anodised matte black

Magazine capacity: 5

Features: Picatinny rail under 
forearm to attach torch

Price: $1575

Distributor: Hunts Shooting 
Supplies, kayhunt@bigpond.com
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Magic button: Pressing this 
button on the forend re-sets 

the Buckmaster’s action, ready to 
shoot. This system is the secret to 
the gun’s success.

The carrier tilts up to chamber 
a cartridge. Bolt release 

button is located on the side of the 
receiver.

fl



The WheelyBird 2.0 is improved from 
the ground up, starting with the included 
wireless remote. It has a programmable 
delay up to 15 seconds, and can trigger 
the trap from a challenging distance.

WHEELYBIRD 2.0®

WIRELESS REMOTE ELECTRONIC AUTO-FEED TRAP

NM
D4

44

CHAMPIONTARGET.COM      NIOA.COM.AU
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The Buckmaster proved a 
capable performer on clay 

targets shooting Trust high-
velocity trap loads.

The Buckmaster works via 
a gas-inertia system. Gas 

tapped off from the barrel 
impinges on an action arm to 
compress the powerful return 
spring. The gas piston is housed  
in a steel chamber which is an 
integral part of the barrel.



RMG ILLUM.

ZeroTech is proud to announce our partnership with Horus Vision to bring 
our customers one of the world’s most desirable precision reticles; the  
TREMOR 3™. 

 
MADE IN JAPAN

JUST
LAUNCHED

NEW
4-24x50mm

INTRODUCING THE TRACE ADV 4-24x50mm FFP 
AVAILABLE WITH HORUS VISION TREMOR 3™ 
& ZT RMG (ILLUMINATED) RETICLES. 

 

  Capped windage  

®
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TREMOR 3

AVAILABLE IN 2 RETICLES
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BY MICK MATHESON
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 This ZeroTech is a medium 
sized scope so suits a 

sporter-weight rifle as much  
as it does this one.

The Thrive HD is built to be 
practical. Its aluminium flip-up 

lens caps are strong and quick to 
use, and the turrets are capped for 
protection.

 Side-mounted parallax 
adjustment is handy.

 The 4-16x magnification is 
about spot on for a long-range 

hunting scope. Note fast-focus 
diopter adjustment.
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ZeroTech Thrive  
HD 4-16x44 IR
Reticle: Illuminated; first focal 
plane; LR Hunter; 0.1 MRAD 
clicks

Maximum adjustment: 36 MRAD

Parallax adjustment: 10m to 
infinity

Eye relief: 93mm

Lenses: Fully multi-coated

Objective lens diameter: 44mm

Main tube diameter: 30mm

Magnification: 4-16x

Field of view: 2.3-9.2m @ 100m

Exit pupil: 2.75-11mm

Light transmission: 92%

Length: 361mm

Weight: 653g

RRP: $999

Distributor: TSA Outdoors, 
zerotech.com.au

FAR LEFT: Reticle and its  
adjustments are all in milliradians. 

Turrets can be re-set to zero.

LEFT: The LR Hunter 
reticle, mounted in 

the first focal 
plane, is detailed 

without being 
cluttered. 



SCAN 
FOR 
MORE 
INFO



fl
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BY NICK HARVEY
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 The ¼ MOA adjustment  
clicks are clear and precise

The Pecar features fast-focus 
eye piece and a decent 89mm 

of eye relief

 Exposed target-type turrets 
are available if you prefer 

them to capped ones

fl
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Pecar Black Carbon 
2.5-10x50 IR
Manufacturer: Pro-Tactical

Reticle: Illuminated; second 
focal plane; German No 4;  
¼ MOA clicks

Eye relief: 89mm

Lenses: Japanese; fully 
multi-coated

Main tube diameter: 30mm

Magnification: 2.5-10x

Field of view: 4.3-17m @ 100m

Exit pupil: 5-20mm

Length: 330mm

Weight: 360g

Maximum adjustment: 30 MOA

Diopter: +/- 2

Accessories: Target turrets, end 
covers, one CR2032 battery

RRP: $699

Distributor: Pro-Tactical, 
protactical.com.au

  For a 2.5-10x50, the Pecar 
Black Carbon is respectably 

light and compact.

With a 50mm objective, the 
Pecar makes a nice 

compromise between light 
transmission and a low profile.



• 20”, 24” & 26” Barrel with Hybrid Muzzle Brake
• Cold Hammer-Forged, Stainless Steel barrel with 5R Rifling
• 20 or 30 MOA Picatinny Rail
• Aluminum free-float handguard with Magpul® M-LOK® slots
• Hard-coat Anodized finish for corrosion resistance & durability
• Adjustable length of pull & comb height
• 2 x 10 Round Magpul® PMAG® Magazines
• Weight: 4.45 kg - 5.8 kg

• 18” 1/2"-28 Threaded Cold Hammer-Forged 1137 Alloy Steel Barrel
• Anodized Picatinny scope base
• Aluminum free-float handguard with Magpul® M-LOK® slots
• Hard-coat Anodized finish for corrosion resistance & durability
• Quick-Fit Precision Rimfire Adjustable Stock
• 9 Round JMX-1 Magazine
• Weight: 3.1 kg

AVAILABLE CALIBERS:
• 6mm Creedmoor
• 6.5 Creedmoor

• 6.5 PRC
• 308 Win

• 300 Win Mag
• 300 PRC

• 338 Lapua Mag

BRINGING THE BIG-GUN EXPERIENCE TO THE
RIMFIRE WORLD.

PURPOSE-BUILT TO DISTANCE ITSELF FROM THE TYPICAL LONG-RANGE RIFLE.

AVAILABLE CALIBERS:
• 22 LR

• 17 HMR
• 22 WMR

*Not compliant in NSW, ACT & WA

PRECISION RIFLE ®*

PRECISION RIFLE  
RIMFIRE 

®

RUGGED, RELIABLE FIREARMS®

NOW Distributed by OSA

Find your local Ruger Stockist at:
www.osaaustralia.com.au
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Happy days again as Dylan 
gets back out hunting, albeit 

without his usual energy.

 Dylan recovers in  
hospital.

BY DYLAN SMITH
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NEW

THE IAIMING RANGE OF  
THERMAL RIFLESCOPES HAVE 

INDUSTRY LEADING SPECIFICATIONS 
WITH OUTSTANDING RESOLUTION, 

DEFINITION AND CLARITY.

Model iA-612

• Sensor resolution: 640x512

• Sensor pixel pitch: 12 m

• Objective lens 42mm

• First Shot Auto Zero

Model iA-617

• Sensor resolution: 640x512

• Sensor pixel pitch: 17 m

• Objective lens 40mm

• First Shot Auto Zero

Model iA-317

• Sensor resolution: 384x288

• Sensor pixel pitch: 17 m

• Objective lens 40mm

• First Shot Auto Zero
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BY GRAHAM PARK, SHOOTERS UNION



Find your local Southern Cross Small Arms Stockist at:
www.osaaustralia.com.auRESPECT

HUNT RESPONSIBLY

DESIGNED & BUILT IN AUSTRALIA
FOR AUSTRALIAN CONDITIONS

SOUTHERN CROSS
SMALL ARMS

P U M P  A C T I O N  R I F L E

PACKAGED WITH CRIMSON TRACE CTS-25

• Weight 2.95kg
• Barrel length 16.5in (419mm)
• 1:8 twist
• Button rifled stainless steel barrel
• Sig Dark Grey Cerakote
• CNC machined / 6061 T6 Aluminium

• 1x Magnification / 4 MOA Red Dot
• Removable riser (included)
• Battery life: 8,000 hours (approx. 1 year)
• Shock, impact, fog & water resistant design 
• Large function buttons for brightness settings
• Included M1913 Picatinny riser mount

• 4 x QD Sling swivel sockets
• Straight trigger blade
• Trigger pull 3.5-4.5 lb 2-Position safety
• Bolt open lock position
• Polymer pump grip
• Supplied with 2 x10 round magazines

NEWNEW

223 WYLDE (223 REM & 5.56X45)

TAIPAN FEATURES:

A V A I L A B L E  I N

CTS-25



Peter Hayes lined up this beaut shot of his 
workmate, Jackson, with a big dingo he shot 
on the run from the timber behind in the pic. 

“Driving through the cut line in the timber in the 
buggy, Paul saw the dog watching us, stopped, and 
Jackson jumped out. The dog was by then running flat 
out in the timber trying to escape. When the dog hit 
the open paddock, Jackson shot from 30m inside the 
timber, knowing the dog would outrun him. It was 
about a 130m shot. The dog did a big summersault and 
was dead before he hit the ground. Jackson let out a 
big yahoo!

“The property owner was very happy and asked 
whether it was a gold or black colour, as he has seen both.

“Good old Fiocchi ammo does the job in Jacko’s .243.”

Peter Roulston went for an evening hunt 
with his son. “Just after dark we saw 

this pig come out of the rainforest, about 
600m away. He slowly made his way 

towards us as we closed the distance through 
the paddock. As he came out of the gully I got 

a shot from about 150m.” Nice work, Peter!

BROUGHT TO YOU BY TSA  
Australian distributors for Weatherby 
Firearms and Fiocchi Ammunition
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*AVAILABLE CHAMBERINGS TO WINNERS INCLUDE 223REM, 22-250REM, 243WIN, 270WIN, 308WIN, 30-06SPRG, 300WIN.MAG. SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY.

ENTRIES: please send your high resolution .jpg or .png image as an attachment to your 
email addressed to mickmatheson@yaffa.com.au – all images must be at least 1MB in size. For 

entry to be valid the following contact details must be included: First name, surname, full mail address, 

contact phone number and email address.
PLEASE NOTE: this competition is not a game of chance. To achieve entry, photos must be submitted to the satisfaction of the Sporting Shooter editorial 
team. All entrants must be over 18 years of age and need to be suitably licensed as per individual state firearm regulations and requirements. The firearms 
will be issued to winners through licensed firearm dealers upon sighting a permit to purchase. Firearm industry staff, paid shooting publication 
contributors and staff are not eligible to enter this competition. For full terms and conditions please visit sportingshooter.com.au/wfphotocomp

With the basis of a cold hammer-forged 24-inch barrel, 3-position safety and adjustable Match-Quality Two-
stage Trigger, the Weatherby Vanguard S2 Blued Synthetic guarantees sub-MoA accuracy and user safety. The 
Griptonite® stock and Weatherby recoil pad makes for comfortable shooting and the hinged floorplate allows 
instant unloading. To be eligible you need to include a box of any Fiocchi ammunition in the submitted photo.

THREE MONTHLY RUNNERS UP 

WILL WIN A CAP AND 
STUBBY HOLDER!

VALUED AT $995

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

Georgia Howell 
knocked over this pig 
with her .223 on a hunt 
out west that 
included a varied 
bunch of ferals.
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“Back from the Cape and 
just spent seven hours 
cleaning my Hilux ute,” Ball 
Paul says. “It was a great 

trip with great friends.
“I was waiting at a dam one 

afternoon. The wind was terrible, 

going towards 
where I thought 
pigs might come 
from. I stood on the 
highest bank hoping 
my scent might stay 
high. This old boar 
came casually 
walking out of the 
long grass for a 
drink — walked 
past me below the 

dam wall only 10 metres away. I 
thought to myself, my shout for a 
drink mate, but gave him a 
Fiocchi bullet instead. Dropped 
on the spot!”

Paul weighed the big fella and it 
came in at 100.2kg, a true tonner.
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Four years of anticipation came down to one clean shot from the .338.

VORTEX HUNTING STORY COMPETITION

WIN VORTEX OPTICS!
The Vortex Hunter’s Diary 

competition is open to your 

hunting story of 200-400 

words with at least one 

high-resolution digital photo. 

Simply send it with your 

contact details to 

mickmatheson@yaffa.com.au.

PRIZES
Every published entry wins  

a Vortex Blaze Orange pack. 

At the end of the year, the best 

three entries will be chosen 

by the editor to win first, 

second and third prizes of:

1.  Vortex Razor HD LHT 

3-15x42 HRS-5i MOA rifle 

scope valued at $2200

2.  Vortex Viper HS 4-16x50 

BDC-2 rifle scope valued  

at $1250

3.  Vortex Diamondback  

HD 8x42 binoculars  

valued at $490

Find out more at 

sportingshooter.com.au/win

THANKS TO



INREACH® SERIES
Stay in touch, no matter where you explore.  

two-way global messaging | sos alerts | location sharing

I S  C L O S E R  T H A N  Y O U  T H I N K

Jurisdiction restrictions may apply.
© 2021 Garmin Ltd. or its subsidiaries.



AN ASSORTMENT OF HUNTING FACTS & FIGURES – BY NICK HARVEY
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 Some .35s past and present, 
from left: .350 Legend, .35 

Remington, .358 Winchester, .35 
Whelen, .358 Norma Magnum and 
.35 Griffin & Howe.

The newest .35 cartridge is 
the .350 Legend, made by 

necking up the .223 Remington 
case. It’s a good low-recoil, 
close-range cartridge. 

The Marlin 336 is being 
chambered for the .35 

Remington, which is still popular 
with American deer hunters 
despite being 115 years old.
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Making a 
mountain 
rifle

Without much effort, Dylan Smith  
has built his ideal hunting weapon. 

like to think I’ve kept enough 
rifles in my safe over the years 
to cover most bases. The problem 

is, the more you hunt and the 
more you desire different rifles 

for specific applications, the more 
you see gaps that need filling.

MAIN: A big fallow buck taken deep in the mountains.
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  Rifle and 
backpack. 

Maiden trip with 
the new carbon 
Hi-Tec stock.

Communicating 
with family at 

home is nice during 
backpack trips.

The first two 
shots with the 

rifle after fitting 
the new Hi-Tec 
carbon stock.

 Dylan with the 
beautiful fallow 

buck taken with his 
mountain rifle

  A pack full  
of meat and 

antlers ready for 
the hike out of the 
mountains.
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 The first 
animal Dylan 

took with the 
freshly facelifted 
rifle was this 
sambar.

 A recovered 
180gn 

Woodleigh PPSN 
from a fallow 
buck. Perfect 
performance.

It’s always 
good to find 

evidence of deer 
in the mountains.
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MAIN: A rare success! Tony and his sambar stag.   
ABOVE: A hind poses briefly for the camera as she is caught in the open.
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Waiting and 
watching over 

this wallow 
seemed like a 
good plan but 
didn’t bring 
results.

 Tony removes 
the stag’s 

cape. The animal 
was in prime 
condition and will 
make an excellent 
wall mount.
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  Some of the 
spoils of the 

hunt.

Tony’s second 
kill, a tasty 

hind that provided 
good haul of 
tender meat.



WWW.HARDYHYBR ID .COM

Find your local Hardy Stockist at:
www.osaaustralia.com.au

WWW.HARDYPROJECTX .COM

P ROJ ECT
A  T R U E  B U I L D - T O - A P P L I C A T I O N  R I F L E 

* C O N T A C T  Y O U R  D E A L E R  T O  P R E  O R D E R

T H E  U L T I M A T E  S W I T C H  B A R R E L  R I F L E

P R E  O R D E R  N O W *

H A R D Y  R I F L E S
N O W  A V A I L A B L E  I N

7mm PRC
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  Brett’s quad  
is set up to 

ensure he can get 
his rifle into action 
quickly and 
accurately.

Three 
magnificent 

trophy buffalo on 
Mary River 
Station. They 
weren’t on Brett’s 
hunting menu this 
time.

 Brett with his 
blackbuck 

antelope, taken 
with his .240 
Weatherby 
Magnum.
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  A mob of 
young scrub 

bulls pose 
obligingly for a 
photo.

 The .460 S&W 
proved its 

point when it 
felled this brindle 
scrub bull.

 9.3mm 
projectiles 

recovered from 
the massive scrub 
bull: the flattened 
286gn RN SN and 
the 286gn solid.
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Rifles and loads
The rifle I used on the blackbuck  
was a Weatherby Mk V Ultralight 
chambered in the wicked little .240 
Wby Mag, with a Swarovski  Z3 
3-10x42 scope. My handloads 
consisted of 54 grains of AR2213sc 
behind a 100gn Nosler Partition.

I had a few different firearms that  
I wanted to try on scrub bulls and cull 
buffalos. One is a Ruger No 1 in .460 
Smith & Wesson wearing a Leupold 
VX-II 2-7x33. I was using a load of 48 
grains of Hodgon LiL’ Gun pushing 
275gn Barnes XPB projectiles at 
2620fps and turning out 4120ft-lb of 
muzzle energy. Caution: do not try to 
duplicate this load in a standard .460 
S&W and definitely not in a pistol! My 
Ruger has a very long throat that 
allows me to seat projectiles to an 
overall length of 2.700” and increase 
room for powder. I have gone up a  
few more grains of powder before any 
sign of high pressure but I still 
consider 48 grains a maximum load.

The other rifle I used was a 
Remington 760 Game Master 
pump-action I had rebarrelled to 
9.3x62mm, topped with a Leupold 
VX-III 1.75-6x32 in Leupold QR mounts. 
It is spitting out 286gn Woodleigh RN 
SN and solids at 2350fps using 56 
grains of AR2206H.

I also carried my Zastava .458 Win 
Mag in the gun scabbard loaded with 
510gn Winchester factory rounds  
as a backup if things turned nasty. 
Thankfully, it wasn’t needed.
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Physical characteristics
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  Hog deer 
thrive on the 

coastal fringe of 
south-eastern 
Australia, 
predominantly in 
Victoria.

 A moment like 
this is rare and 

you’d better be 
prepared to take 
your shot or 
perhaps miss the 
only opportunity 
you’ll ever have.

Habitat and distribution

Hog deer sign

Season and ballots
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Hunting methods



Tools of the trade

Hunting advice
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WHAT’S NEW IN THE MARKET – BY TONY PIZZATA

Spika has released the 
Strike Gaiter, designed 
and tested specifically 
to protect against the 
strike of Australian 
snakes. Built from 
heavy-duty PU bonded 
canvas, this contoured armour 
will cover your entire lower 
leg and attach to your boots, 
leaving nothing exposed. 
These snake-resistant gaiters 
are also fully adjustable, 
featuring a four-way closure 
system, with wires included. 
Tested by wildlife expert 
Michael Alexander from Black 
Snake Productions, Spika Strike 
Gaiters offer peace  
of mind when out bush. They retail 
for $149.95.

In addition to the Strike Gaiters, 
Spika offers a general-purpose 
gaiter in Biarri camo. This all-round 
leg protection, constructed from a 
brushed polyester outer with a 
DWR coating, helps repel water 
and offers silent use when tramping 
through the scrub or long grass. It’s 
also backed by heavy-duty ripstop 
material for strength and durability 

and features Duraflex buckles, a 
four-way closure system, shoelace 
hook and adjustable gaiter wires. 
It’s recommend retail is $114.95.
To find out more about Spika’s 

gaiters or its full range of outdoor 

apparel ask at your local gun shop 

or visit www.spika.com.au.

Norica has been producing air guns since 1917. This Spanish 
manufacturer has recently released the new break-action Omnia ZRS 
that takes air rifles to another level. The new ZRS system eliminates 
recoil to the shooter by utilising a recoiling barrel assembly in a 
rock-steady stock so there’s no recoil at the shooter’s end.

Featuring a synthetic ambidextrous stock with adjustable 
cheekpiece and pistol grip, the whole design ensures better 
accuracy and smooth shooting. Add to this, the firearm incorporates 

an aluminium compression cylinder as opposed to steel, adjustable 
trigger system and automatic safety.

The Norica Omnia is available in .177 and .22 calibres. It has 
fibre-optic front and rear sights, 11mm rail along the cylinder for 
scope mounting, and simple disassembly and assembly without 
special tools.
Ask to see them at your local dealer or visit www.osaaustralia.com.

au for more information.

fl

Meopta rifles copes offer superb clarity and excellent value for 
money. The MeoSport R 3-15x50 is fairly new to the range. This 
rifle scope features a 5x zoom and is of 30mm tube 
construction. It also has 90 MOA of adjustment travel and 
parallax adjustment from just 10 yards to infinity.

Don’t be fooled by its price tag, as this budget-minded 
riflescope offers quality and dependability. Accurate and 
rugged, the MeoSport features MeoBright lens coatings that 
deliver a bright, crisp and clear image even in inclement weather 
thanks to Meopta’s MeoDrop hydrophobic lens coating that 
repels water droplets. The MeoSport R 3-15x50 is fully sealed 
and nitrogen purged, making it water, fog and shock proof.

Mounted in the second focal plane, the illuminated 4C Dichro 
reticle has an illuminated red-dot centre. Ideal for long or close 
range shooting, the MeoSport features lockable zero-reset 
exposed turrets that are quick and simple to use. The 
MeoSport R 3-15x50 also comes complete with 30mm rings 
that are made for attachment to a picatinny rail.
To find out more ask at your local gun shop or visit  

www.winchesteraustralia.com.au. We’ll have a review  

of this scope in our next issue. Retail price is around $795.

fl

ABOVE: The Spika Strike Gaiter  
is designed specifically to protect 
against snake bite.

ABOVE LEFT:  Spika’s general-
purpose gaiter is a tough and 
practical bit of kit. 



Hera Industries was founded in Germany in 2008 and soon after 
expanded into the European and US markets. While Hera 
manufactures premium hunting and sporting weapons, it also 
offers a large range of accessories like magazines and rifle 
stocks. The Hera H7 rifle chassis is one of the standouts. These 
stock systems are now available here in Australia to suit 
Remington 700 short actions (.308 Win etc), Bergara B14 and 
Howa 1500 short-action rifles.

Made of impact-modified polymer with an aluminium V-block 
and aluminium fore-end, these aftermarket stocks are now 
available in black, tan or green and come with two spacers, a 
polymer cheek pad and an AICS-compatible five-round magazine. 
These stocks are all made in Germany and are designed for a 
modern look and easy drop-in installation. 
To find out more ask at your local gun shop or  

visit www.osaaustralia.com.au.
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Christensen Arms offers an excellent range of 
modern bolt-action rifles that are renowned for 
their sub-MOA guarantee. Its latest offering is the 
Ridgeline Scout, which combines all the best 
features of the Ridgeline into a new compact 
scout rifle. Starting at 2.7kg, the Ridgeline Scout 
has a black nitrate-coated action, 0 MOA optic 
rail, barricade stop, AICS drop-box magazine and 
a flat-shoe Trigger-Tech trigger system, all in a tan 
and black carbon-fibre composite sporter stock.

Other features include a 16-inch barrel with 
a removable three-prong flash eliminator, 
stainless-steel bedding pillars, free-floating 
aero-grade carbon-fibre wrapped barrel and 
skeletonised bolt handle. It is available in a 
host of popular chamberings including .300 
Blackout, .223, 6.5 Creedmoor, .308 and  
6mm ARC.
To find out more ask at your local dealer or  

visit www.osaaustralia.com.au.
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I can’t begin to tell you just how 
valuable my ARB fridge is to me 
when out bush. Whether camping, 
meat shooting or trophy hunting, 
it’s always ensured perishables 
stay fresh, cool or frozen even in 
the hottest weather conditions. In 
fact, my old ARB fridge has lived 
on the back of the Hilux for more 
than 12 years now and is used on a 
weekly basis when travelling 
between the city and the bush, not 
to mention all my hunting trips.

ARB expanded its range of 
portable fridge/freezers from the 
original Classic model that was 
blue/grey in colour to an 
upgraded version, the Classic SII, 
which incorporates the use of a 
phone app and several other 
useful changes.

After that, ARB released its 
Elements range of portable 
fridge/freezers with a stainless-
steel outer and a host of other 
new ideas like a gas strut to keep 
the lid open and lots more.

ARB’s latest fridge/freezer, the 
Zero, incorporates Bluetooth 
technology and the ability to run 
two separate internal 
compartments to keep certain 
items cold and others frozen.

The Zero single-zone portable 
fridge freezer is available in a 36, 
44 and 60 litre versions. These 
can be used as a portable fridge 
or freezer. Next are the 69 and 96 
litre dual-zone fridge/freezers 
which can be run as a fridge, a 
freezer or both.  While the 69L 
model offers a single lid with 
separate internal freezer 
compartment, the 96L model 
incorporates a dual-lid system for 
totally separate compartments. 
Both offer the ability to swap 
opening sides thanks to a smart, 
quick-release lid system. So you 
can change the opening side to 
suit the setup of your 4WD, 
caravan or home use.

For extra convenience, the 
Zero range has front and rear DC 
inlets, depending on what side 

you open your fridge from, and a 
front AC inlet for 240V home use. 
There’s even a handy USB outlet 
on the front to charge devices 
such as a mobile phone, torch 
etc. Next, while you can check 
and control the temperature via 
the panel on the front of the 
fridge, you can also monitor and 
control it wirelessly via a free 
app for compatible Bluetooth 
devices like a mobile phone. You 
can adjust temperatures, check 
battery input voltage and set up 
custom cooling profiles from your 
camp chair.

Like all ARB fridge/freezer 
systems, the Zeroes can be 
complemented by a range of 
useful accessories including a 
slide for quick and easy access, 
a special tie-down system to 

ensure your fridge stays safe and 
secure while in transit, and a 
well-designed transit bag to 
protect the fridge from knocks 
and scratches. This in turn will 
also improve cooling efficiency 
with its extra layer of insulation.

These new transit bags also 
have magnetic inserts on the lid 
cover, so you don’t have Velcro or 
chords to contend with. Cut-outs 
are provided for the display panel 
and plug-in points. There are side 
pockets to store items such as 
power chords.

The ARB Portable Power Pack 
is another great product from 
ARB to suit their full range of 
fridges. This little gem is ideal for 
use in camp when your vehicle is 
out of use. Capable of running a 
portable fridge for up to 18 hours, 
the 15Ah power pack can be fully 
charged in 5-6 hours. It weighs a 
mere 1.65kg and features a water 
and dust proof rating. Rubberised 
magnets keep the pack secured 
to your fridge. To operate, simply 
connect the power cable to the 
DC outlet and press the on/off 
button.
See the full range of ARB fridge/

freezers and accessories at your 

local ARB outlet or for more 

information visit arb.com.au.

ABOVE:  Whether you’re using it 
for food or, say, keeping hides cool, 
a portable fridge is an excellent 
accessory.

BELOW LEFT: The ARB Portable 
Power Pack weighs only 1.65kg.

BELOW: The new Zero range of 
fridges includes some with both 
fridge and freezer compartments.
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TECHNICAL TIPS & INFO – BY NICK HARVEY
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Any defective cases should be junked.  
#1 shows an incipient head separation; 

#2 and 3 have cracked necks; #4 is 
lengthwise crack caused by brittle brass 

and/or a sloppy chamber; #5 has a 
circumferential neck crack; #6 is coming 

apart a quarter of the way up.
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RIGHT: New brass not only needs 
the necks rounded out, but should 
be trimmed to uniform length, 
deburred and chamfered.



FACEBOOK
@sportingshootermag

INSTAGRAM
@sportingshootermag

YOUTUBE
@sportingshootermag

ENEWSLETTER
sportingshooter.com.au

ONLINE
sportingshooter.com.au

SUBSCRIBE
greatmagazines.com.au

STAY CONNECTED
All the latest hunting tips, reviews

and news at your fingertips
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LEFT: In the blood, 
indeed. Chloe has grown 
up around firearms and 
hunting so taking a 
leadership role comes 
naturally.

BY CHLOE GOLDING
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TRADING POST
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“Jack bagged this handy 
little boar on a morning run 
checking traps,” says Dan 
Simpson. Looks like it was 
a good shot, too!

Paul Ball is this moth’s winner for 
this pic of what he calls a “dirty 
wallow boar”.

“I caught him coming out of a 
pool of mud in a timberline,” says 
Paul. “At least he had his last 
moment as per the old saying, 
happy as a pig in mud.”



Garmin’s outdoor range features unparalleled 
innovation in hiking, camping and hunting tech  
in handheld or wearable configurations. Options 
span from navigation, communication, safety  
and tracking devices. Garmin also produce a  
range of bow sights with built in range finder 
enabling better shot placement. 

A Garmin eTrex 10 GPS Navigator will be sent to 
the best entry every month. Thankyou to Garmin 
for their support in sponsoring this page.

eTrex 10
The completely redesigned eTrex 10 retains the core 
functionality, long battery life and affordability that 
made eTrex the top selling handheld in GPS. Then we 
made eTrex tougher, simplified the user interface 
and added paperless geocaching for good measure.

Features include:

• High-sensitivity, WAAS-enabled GPS receiver 
with HotFix® and GLONASS support 

• 2.2-inch monochrome display
• User-friendly interface
• Worldwide basemap
• Supports paperless geocaching
• Spine-mounted accessories

a GARMIN eTrex 10  
EVERY MONTH!

ENTRIES: Please email your high resolution .jpg or .png pig hunting image as an attachment to the 

email addressed to mickmatheson@yaffa.com.au – all images must be at least 1MB in size.  

For entry to be valid the following contact details must be included: First name, surname, full mail address, 

contact phone number and email address. A short explanatory sentence with the email is also needed.

Kevin Rodwell just returned from a 
week at Scott Mitchell’s boar 
hunting camp up in Far North 
Queensland.

“Shot this toothy critter from 
around 20 metres or so after 
surprising him while he was dozing 
in an undercut in a creek bank,” 
says Kevin. “He took off but made a 
bad career move when he pulled up 
to see what had startled him. That 
was when I put the 1x Leupold red 
dot scope on his right shoulder, just 
behind his front leg, and gave him a 
400gn Speer soft point for being 
nosey. He ran probably another 20 
metres or so before he ran out of 
lung capacity due to punctured 
lungs.

“They all seem to be fairly toothy 
critters up there and this was my 
second time chasing boars there 
with Scott.”

TO SEE THE FULL RANGE OF ETREX MODELS 
AND LOTS MORE, VISIT  WWW.GARMIN.COM
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TOUGH.
LIGHTWEIGHT.

ACCURATE.

MINI ACTION: 223, 6.5 Grendel

SHORT ACTION: 223, 243, 6.5 Creedmoor, 7mm-08, 308 Win

LONG ACTION: 270 Win, 30-06, 300 Win Mag

SHORT ACTION: 6.5 Creedmoor, 308 Win

LONG ACTION: 6.5 PRC, 300 Win Mag

Custom Carbon Fibre Stock

Custom Carbon Fibre Stock 
24” Threaded, Carbon Fibre Wrapped Barrel

Find your local Howa Stockist at:
www.osaaustralia.com.au RESPECT

HUNT RESPONSIBLY

SUB-MOA
GUARANTEE

5 YEAR
WARRANTY

2-STAGE 
ADJUSTABLE TRIGGER


