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• 20MP Images

• 0.7 second trigger speed

• 5 second recovery rate

• 1080p at 30 fps video

• Low Glow 36 LED / 80ft Night Range

•  Full Color, High Res Images 

•  Date, Time, and Temperature  
Stamp on Every Image

• Removable Battery Tray

• Temp Range -5oF to 140oF

• 6 AA Batteries (Not Included)

• Up to 12 Month Battery Life

• Weatherproof and rugged

• Up to 32GB (card not included)

•  1/4-20 Socket for use with  
Deluxe Tree Bracket

FEATURES:

BU119930B

PROVEN PERFORMANCE

PRIMETM L20 
TRAIL CAMERA

LOW GLOW 
LEDS
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No, it’s not a Winchester Model 
94, it’s a new .410 lever-action 
shotgun, made in Turkey by 
Hanic. Well made and nicely 
balanced, it is an effective 
small-game and pest killer that’s 
also a lot of fun. Every feature of 
the Hanic .410 is familiar to a 
Model 94 owner — the flat-sided 
receiver, exterior hammer, barrel 
bands on muzzle and forearm, 
and lever loop, all of which are 
smoothly polished before being 
given a deep black finish.

You can see why they’re the king of 
deer! Image: DG Wildlife/Getty.
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Herter’s J-9 Rifle

Q I own a rifle in 6mm 
Remington marked 

Herter’s J-9 that none of the 
gunshops in my area has 
been able identify. It was 
made back in the 1970s but 
that’s all I’ve been able to 
find out about it. The rifle 
was a gift from the widow of 
a friend and I’d like to get 
some information on the 
company that built it.
— David Merton

AHerter’s was an old 
American mail-order 

firm in Waseca, Minnesota, 
that published a popular 
wishbook for those who 
were just getting into 
shooting back in the 1950s. 
During the 1970s, Herter’s 
started offering Mauser-
action sporting rifles 
manufactured in England 
(J-9) and Yugoslavia (U-9). 
They were imported into 
Australia and sold by Jack 
Hochstadt’s H&R Gunshop 
in George St, Sydney.

The J-9 was based on the 
original BSA Royal action 
and the U-9 on the Mark X 
Mauser action. They had 
24-inch barrels and Monte 
Carlo-style walnut stocks and 
sold very cheaply.

I reviewed them and found 
they represented outstanding 
value for money. You’ve got a 
good rifle there, so hang 
onto it.

Remington Mountain 
Rifle upgrade

Q I own a Remington Model 
700 Mountain Rifle in 

.270 Winchester that I’ve been 
using for over 25 years. I 
would like to have it 
rebarrelled to .280 Remington 
Ackley Improved as Nosler 
now makes brass for that 
calibre. I intend using the rifle 
for roo control on properties 
where they need culling, and 
also on the range. What are 
your thoughts on this calibre? 
Who would you recommend 

as a gunsmith who could give 
my old rifle renewed life with 
a stock clean-up and a new, 
accurate 600mm barrel?
— Ray Rollandin

A The Remington Model 
700 Mountain Rifle is a 

fine firearm, one that I can 
really identify with. As much 
as I like the .280 Ackley 
Improved, I don’t see it as 
being the best choice for 
culling roos. I’d rather use 
something like the .25-06 for 
that purpose.

Having said that, the .280 AI 
is a fine all-round cartridge for 
everything up to our largest 
deer species. If you have your 
heart set on getting your rifle 
rebarrelled to .280 AI then by 
all means do so. I don’t know 
many gunsmiths in Victoria, 
nor how good they are, but 
there’s one that my friend John 
Clark uses who does good 
work. He is Colin Critton and 
his mobile number is 0427 662 
213. Ring him during working 
hours through the week, but 
not after 5 o’clock.

Loose torque or  
loose talk?

Q I have mislaid my copy of 
Sporting Shooter with 

your article about left-hand 
twist in rifle bores and the 
supposed north or south 

As a general 
rule single-
shot rifles are 
considered  
to be less 
accurate 
than bolt-
action rifles.”

The lower barrel of an 
over-under shotgun is 
usually fired first, using a 
more open choke.

ASK THE 
GUN EDITOR TECHNICAL ADVICE FROM THE GURU – BY NICK HARVEY

Letters containing questions for answering by Nick Harvey must be accompanied by a stamped self-addressed envelope. 
Mail your letters to: The Technical Editor, 3 Reef Street, Hill End, NSW 2850.

LETTER OF THE MONTH

Q Someone told me that 
with an over-under 

shotgun there is a point at 
which the two shot patterns 
meet, which is from 40 
yards to infinity. If there is 
a converging point, would 
the pattern from the lower 
barrel of my over-under 
cross this point and actually 
pass in front of my target at 
long range? And would the 
upper barrel be shooting 
behind an incoming bird as 
it passes overhead?

I’ve also been told that the 
lower barrel of an over-
under should be fired first 
because it is more accurate. 
Is this true?
— Morris Sims

A Most over-under and 
side-by-side shotguns 

have barrels with bores that 
are more or less parallel. 
There are some exceptions to 
this rule, and even parallel 
barrels may not shoot to the 
same point of aim. However, 

the barrels are as likely to 
diverge as converge and may 
not cross at all. There is no 
‘correct’ point of convergence 
as far as double-barrelled 
shotguns are concerned.

The lower barrel of an 
over-under shotgun is 
usually fired first because 
the recoil it generates 
moves it approximately 
along the centreline of the 
gun, directly back toward 
the shooter’s shoulder. The 
upper barrel is slightly 
offset from the centreline, 
and its recoil causes a more 
pronounced pivoting 
action, throwing the 
barrels upward. Simply 
put, you can recover more 
quickly from the recoil of 
the lower barrel, which lets 
you get a second shot away 
slightly faster.

Consequently, most 
over-under guns are made 
with the lower barrel having 
a more open choke than the 
upper barrel.

Most upland 
hunting shots are 
taken at birds flying 
away from the gun, 
and the more open 
barrel is fired first. 
For incoming birds, 
this sequence should 
be reversed.

Over-under patterns 
don’t meet
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Custom .416 Taylor

Barrel wear and tear

What about the 8mm-06?

Norma does make 
brass and ammo for 
the .416 Taylor but 
brass can be formed 
from .458 cases.
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Varying accuracy

Bullet diameter for 
7.62x54R

Single-shot accuracy
ABOVE: Same rifle, three bullet weights, three very different groups with 
different points of impact. The top-centre shot was a sighter, the three shots 
to the left were one group, the three at upper right were another group, and 
the three at lower right were the best group.  
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ACTIVSYNC™ display  automatically 
changes  from black to red

• Range out to one mile with +/- one yard accuracy

• ACTIVSYNC™ display allows you to see in  
low-light and day-bright lighting conditions

• High-definition optical system for clarity and low-light 
performance in the field

• Near/far ranging modes with bow and rifle ballistic modes

• IPX7 waterproof and fog proof construction

• See clearly in any weather condition with EXO™ barrier 
lens protection

• Backed by the lifetime ironclad warranty

RANGE FINDING BINOCULARS 10x42
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Kirra’s best buck to date.





 Kirra took a 
young animal 

for the freezer.

 Dylan captures 
the moment for 

Kirra.

 Dylan took  
a pig with  

his recurve bow 
between stalking 
bucks.

The white 
buck keeps  

an eye on his  
does in the open.
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Glassing  
the open 

paddocks early  
in the morning.

 These bucks 
fought hard  

for close to  
10 minutes.

There is no 
shortage of 

deer sign in this 
area.



INTRODUCING THE NEW

AVAILABLE NOW AT ALL LEADING RETAILERS AUSTRALIA WIDE

223 REM - 60GR EPN

SPEED:
3,215 FPS

ENERGY:
1,381 FOOT POUND

PRESSURE:
62,366 PSI

ITEM CODE:
70565700

PROJECTILE:
60 GR Expansive 
Polymer Nose (EPN)

SIZE:
50 BULLETS 
PER BOX
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  All meat and 
bone was 

carried back to  
the vehicle.

 Kirra taking 
the buck’s 

white skin for a 
rug. Check the 
shot placement!

 The first 
photo Dylan 

captured of this 
buck on trail 
camera.



SEE THE UNSEEN

 GEN. II
SMART & 
INDIVIDUAL

SWAROVSKI AUSTRALIA PTY LTD
1/4D Huntley Street, Alexandria NSW 2015, Australia

Tel.: +61 (02) 8345 7228, Fax: +61 (02) 9313 6506, optik.sia@swarovski.com, www.swarovskioptik.com

BY APPOINTMENT TO
HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II

SWAROVSKI OPTIK
SUPPLIER OF BINOCULARS







SALE

MASSIVE

SUBSCRIBE & SAVE 40%!
Spoil yourself or a loved one this Christmas with 
a subscription to Sporting Shooter and never 

 

Y 
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ALREADY A SUBSCRIBER?

or CALL 1800 807 760 & QUOTE ADV/XM22

TO SUBSCRIBE OR RENEW

WHY SUBSCRIBE?

 

 delivery to your door
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BROWNING X-BOLT STAINLESS STALKER — BY NICK HARVEY



RIGHT: We used a Meopta Meosport 
R 3-15x50 scope for testing and tried 
a range of Winchester .223 ammo 
with good results.
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 Even with five-shot groups the 
Stainless Stalker shot very 

well. Ken Harding gives it a run.

The major parts of the X-Bolt 
action. Everything is very well 

designed and executed. 

 The recoil lug is glass bedded 
into the stock and the barrel is 

free-floated.
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Bullet (.223 Rem)
Velocity 

(fps)

5-shot 100yd group (inches)

Smallest Largest Average

Browning BXV 50gn JHP 3195 0.65 1.00 0.80

Varmint X 55gn PTRE 3183 0.78 1.10 0.95

Super-X 55gn PSP 3075 0.85 1.15 1.04

Target 55gn FMJ 3115 0.88 1.30 1.10

Win Supreme 55gn BST 3084 0.78 1.10 0.97

Deer Season 64gn EP 2898 0.80 1.35 1.25

Accuracy taken as the average of four 5-shot groups fired from a sandbag benchrest. 
Velocity is the average of 20 rounds measured with a MagnetoSpeed chronograph.



28 | SPORTING SHOOTER _ DECEMBER 2022

Manufacturer: Miroku, Japan

Type: Three-lug bolt-action 
centrefire with 60-degree uplift

Calibres: .223 Rem (tested),  
.243 Win, .308 Win, .270 Win, 
.30-06, .300 Win Mag,  
.338 Win Mag, .375 H&H

Magazine: Detachable polymer 
rotary

Capacity: 5

Barrel: 56cm (22”) sporting 
contour, 1:12 R/H twist

Overall length: 104cm (40.75”)

Weight: 2.9kg (6lb 5oz)

Stock: Classic black composite; 
glass bedded

Trigger: Feather Trigger, 
adjustable for weight of pull

Sights: None; drilled and tapped

Safety: Two-position on tang

RRP: $1650

Distributor:  
Winchester Australia, 
winchesteraustralia.com.au

 The detachable polymer rotary 
magazine feeds five .223 

cartridges as smooth as silk.

The sliding two-position 
safety on the tang blocks sear 

and trigger movement; an unlock 
button on the bolt handle’s root 
allows the bolt to open on safe.

 The Feather trigger is a 
three-lever design adjustable 

for weight of pull only.



Buckmaster  PB12  Shotgun

❖ Patented Push Button Loading  
System 

❖ Self ejecting, manually operated,  
5 Shot magazine capacity 

❖ 5 Choke tubes 
❖ 20” or 28” – Black synthetic or  

Walnut 
❖ 12 Guage, 3” chamber 
❖ 2 Year warranty  
❖ CATEGORY  ‘‘A’’  FIREARM

❖ Calibre: .410
❖ Chambered for 2 1/2” cartridge.
❖  Solid steel action and other metalwork - 

no inferior metals.
❖ Quality Turkish walnut.

Phone: 
0428 453 425 
Email:  
kayhunt@bigpond.com 

CONTACT US FOR YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST

Phone: 
0428 453 425 
Email:  
kayhunt@bigpond.com 

CONTACT US FOR YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST

IN  
STOCK 
NOW

IN  
STOCK 
NOW
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HANIC LEVER-ACTION .410 BORE — BY NICK HARVEY
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Patterns: Thinner, not smaller
There are many myths connected with 
shotguns, and one of the principal ones is 
that the smaller the gauge, the smaller the 
pattern. Not so!

A full choke of any gauge (eg, 12 or 20) 
is one that will put 70 percent of the shot 
charge into a 30” circle at 40yd (76cm at 
36.5m). However, the standard for the .410 
is dif ferent. A full-choke .410 is one that 
will put 70 percent of its pat tern into  

a 24” circle at 25yd (61cm at 23m).
The .410 then, does not shoot smaller 

patterns, given the same degree of choke. It 
simply shoots thinner patterns and it’s 
difficult to obtain dense patterns beyond 30 
to 35 metres.

Since patterns run thinner in the .410, it is 
less effective with larger shot. With anything 
larger than #6 shot, patterns aren’t too hot. 
I’ve had more luck on small game with 7½ 

shot in a .410 than with any other shot size.
I thought that for fox whistling the Federal 

2½” load throwing four 000 buckshot pellets 
with a diameter of .357”, and weighing around 
72gn, at 1200fps might be a good bet. It 
produced 25-inch patterns at 25 yards and 
spread to 100” at 40yd. Based on this, the 
buckshot load would only be a 25-yard  
load at best, and there’s a good chance  
it’d only wound.
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 Full length view shows the 
high quality of the Hanic and 

its resemblance to its Winchester 
Model 94 counterpart.

Five shotshells are thumbed 
through a loading gate in the 

right side of the receiver into a 
tubular magazine just like the 
Winchester Model 94. 

The Hanic’s action has been 
cloned from the Winchester 

94. Pin at the rear of trigger must 
be depressed when lever is raised 
or the gun will not fire.
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ABOVE: The versatile Hanic  
.410 shoots pellet and slug loads 
interchangeably. The Aimpoint 
Micro H1 red dot sight makes it fast 
to aim for moving targets on the 
ground or in the air.

RIGHT: Two-position knurled button 
on the upper tang combined with a  
rebounding hammer makes the 
Hanic very safe to operate.

Manufacturer: FSM, Instanbul, 
Turkey

Type: Lever-action repeating 
shotgun

Calibre: .410 bore

Magazine capacity: Five 2½” 
.410 shotshells

Barrel: 24” smoothbore; fixed 
modified choke

Overall length: 42.32” (1075mm)

Weight empty: 6.75lb (3.6kg)

Length of pull: 14” (355mm)

Stock: Turkish walnut, un-
chequered

Finish: Deep blue-black

Sights: Fully adjustable rear; 
tapered blade front; action 
drilled and tapped for 
Winchester 94 Angle Eject bases

Trigger: Non-adjustable, 
single-stage

Safety: Rebounding hammer, 
two-position button on upper 
tang; trigger pin

Indicative price: $1300

Distributor:  
 Hunt’s Shooting Supplies, 
huntsshootingsupplies.com.au



Visit a dealer near you.                                    herrons.com.au
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BY MICK MATHESON

Spika Xone pants
Sizes: S-5XL

Colours: Brown or Biarri camo

Price: $159.95

Distributor: Spika, spika.com.au

ABOVE: A zippered vent in each 
leg helps you keep cool.



Customizable. 
In any hunting  
situation.

Thanks to synchronization with the ZEISS Hunting app.  
ZEISS DTC 3 Thermal Imaging Clip-Ons.

Ensure that every night hunt is a success – the  

new ZEISS DTC 3 Thermal Imaging Clip-Ons  

 

 

 ZEISS  
DTC 3 / 25

 ZEISS  
DTC 3 / 38 Find your local ZEISS Stockist at:

osaaustralia.com.au
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 A fox will 
need to be 

drawn in close 
before Dylan can 
get a shot with 
the trad gear.

 There are 
stacks of 

good whistles 
available these 
days.

BY DYLAN SMITH
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Just as you don’t rely on just one gun, don’t count on only one shooting 
organisation to handle everything you might need

BY GRAHAM PARK, SHOOTERS UNION





“I plucked this boy from a mob this morning 
after seeing him and another boar frothed up 
over a sow,” says John Starr. “The little 223 did 

a nice job, slipping a pill through the ribs and into the 
boiler room. He made a mad dash and piled up 20 yards 
from where he started.” Another good one, John.

“I managed to get this boar 
recently with a .243 loaded 
with Fiocchi 100gn soft 

points,” says Anthony Haraldson.  
“I came across three boars in a gully, 
five minutes from my home while on a 
lunchtime hunt. I lined up the biggest 
of the three and dropped it with a 
clean shot just behind the shoulder. 
It’s the biggest boar kill I’ve ever had. 
The rifle was borrowed so I’m really 
hoping to win a bigger-calibre rifle 
then my usual .223 with this pic!” 
Guess what, Anthony!

BROUGHT TO YOU BY TSA  
Australian distributors for Weatherby 
Firearms and Fiocchi Ammunition
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*AVAILABLE CHAMBERINGS TO WINNERS INCLUDE 223REM, 22-250REM, 243WIN, 270WIN, 308WIN, 30-06SPRG, 300WIN.MAG. SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY.

ENTRIES: please send your high resolution .jpg or .png image as an attachment to your 
email addressed to mickmatheson@yaffa.com.au – all images must be at least 1MB in size. For 

entry to be valid the following contact details must be included: First name, surname, full mail address, 

contact phone number and email address.
PLEASE NOTE: this competition is not a game of chance. To achieve entry, photos must be submitted to the satisfaction of the Sporting Shooter editorial 
team. All entrants must be over 18 years of age and need to be suitably licensed as per individual state firearm regulations and requirements. The firearms 
will be issued to winners through licensed firearm dealers upon sighting a permit to purchase. Firearm industry staff, paid shooting publication 
contributors and staff are not eligible to enter this competition. For full terms and conditions please visit sportingshooter.com.au/wfphotocomp

With the basis of a cold hammer-forged 24-inch barrel, 3-position safety and adjustable Match-Quality Two-
stage Trigger, the Weatherby Vanguard S2 Blued Synthetic guarantees sub-MoA accuracy and user safety. The 
Griptonite® stock and Weatherby recoil pad makes for comfortable shooting and the hinged floorplate allows 
instant unloading. To be eligible you need to include a box of any Fiocchi ammunition in the submitted photo.

THREE MONTHLY RUNNERS UP 

WILL WIN A CAP AND 
STUBBY HOLDER!

VALUED AT $995

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

“Shot placement on any animal is important, especially on big 
game,” says Andrew Elliot. “Having quality ammunition to 
take the shot is vital.” Can’t argue with that! Andrew decked 
this beaut buff using Fiochhi’s .308 ammo.
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We’ve received plenty 
of great photos that 
Ricky Howell has sent 
in of his daughter 
Sheridan’s kills, but 
Ricky hasn’t made an 
appearance in 
Hunter’s Gallery for a 
little while. “I couldn’t 
let Sheridan have all 
the goats, so I took 
this billy with my 
.30-06,” he says. Good 

to see you 
getting into 
them, mate!
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LEFT: New rifle, good mates,  
great country and a big boar. 
Tyson’s happy!

WIN VORTEX OPTICS!
Every published Hunter’s 

Diary entry could win one of 

three quality Vortex optics: A 

Venom 5-25x56 scope, a Viper 

PST Gen II 5-25x50 scope, and 

a set of Viper HD 10x42 

binoculars. Find out more at 

sportingshooter.com.au/win/

huntersdiary. All published 

stories win a Vortex blaze 

orange pack. To enter, write a 

story of 200-400 words with at 

least one high-resolution 

digital photo and send it to 

mickmatheson@yaffa.com.au.





AN ASSORTMENT OF HUNTING FACTS & FIGURES

fl
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Commercial FN Mauser action is 
highly regarded but side safety is a 
weak feature and needs replacing.



www.nioa.com.au
www.diana-airguns.de

• Break barrel
• Calibre: .177 
• Sights: Open
• Overall length: 41”
• Barrel length: 16.5”
• Scope: 4x32 Diana
• Muzzle velocity: 575fps
• Stock material: Synthetic
• Approximate weight: 5lbs 8oz

• Weight: 4.9lbs
• Barrel Length: 480mm
• Velocity: 660fps (17cal) 560fps (22cal)

21 Panther
.177 AIR RIFLE PACKAGE

Trailscout
CO2 .177 SYNTHETIC 

9 SHOT AIR RIFLE

DI21PFBB177

DITS177

COMPATIBLE 
WITH 12G CO2 
CAPSULES

NMD438
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 The ex-military Czech Vz 24 
formed the heart of a fine 

custom rifle. Note new safety  
and bottom metal.

Model 70 Winchester action 
is arguably the best of all  

the Mauser derivatives for a 
custom rifle.
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 These modern Mauser actions 
were made in South Africa 

with right- and left-hand bolts. 
They are extinct but fine ones are 
being made in Germany.

This is an excellent example of 
the newest Model 98 Mauser 

action which many consider to be 
the best of all time.



ACRO C-2
Next generation durability and reliability for hunters and sport shooters.
Lightweight and low-profile, the Acro C-2 provides fast target acquisition 
and an unlimited field of view.  The Acro series includes a wide variety of 
available mounting solutions, which make it possible to mount the C-2 
optic on multiple weapon platforms such as shotguns and rifles or 
utilized as a backup sight on magnified scopes.

ACRO P-2
Designed for Military and Law Enforcement professionals that demand 
unparalleled durability, reliability, and versatility. The rugged and 
reliable Acro P-2 is the smallest professional grade, enclosed red dot 
sight for pistols and other platforms with a new design that makes the 
system submersible to 35 meters (115 feet).  The P-2 can be mounted on 
a wide range of weapon platforms in combination with different 
mounting solutions developed especially for this small red dot optic. It 
can be used as a backup sight for magnifying scopes, personal defence 
weapons, and any area where a small red dot system is applicable.

(Weaver mount)
AP-200754
RRP: $1,209

(No mount)
AP-200692
RRP: $1,049

(No mount)
AP-200691
RRP: $1,449

ACRO™ NEXT GENERATION
RED DOT SIGHTS ARE HERE
ACRO™ NEXT GENERATION
RED DOT SIGHTS ARE HERE

THE ACRO™ ADVANTAGE
The Aimpoint® Acro C-2  & P-2 with optimized technology are the next generation in the Acro series. Featuring 
a new CR2032 battery size and diode technology, they will last for 5 years of continuous use on the midrange 
setting and a new LED for a brighter 3.5 MOA dot.

THE ACRO™ ADVANTAGE
The Aimpoint® Acro C-2  & P-2 with optimized technology are the next generation in the Acro series. Featuring 
a new CR2032 battery size and diode technology, they will last for 5 years of continuous use on the midrange 
setting and a new LED for a brighter 3.5 MOA dot.

THE ACRO™ ADVANTAGE
The Aimpoint® Acro C-2  & P-2 with optimized technology are the next generation in the Acro series. Featuring 
a new CR2032 battery size and diode technology, they will last for 5 years of continuous use on the midrange 
setting and a new LED for a brighter 3.5 MOA dot.

THE ACRO™ ADVANTAGE
The Aimpoint® Acro C-2  & P-2 with optimized technology are the next generation in the Acro series. Featuring 
a new CR2032 battery size and diode technology, they will last for 5 years of continuous use on the midrange 
setting and a new LED for a brighter 3.5 MOA dot.

Proudly distributed by
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Jared and Aaron after 
a successful week of 
red deer hunting.
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 Jared happy 
the carry-out 

is nearing the 
end and just 
about back to 
camp.

The sun’s 
gone and 

there’s still a lot 
of work to be 
done yet.

 A nice little 
red-deer  

rub.

 Jared’s stag 
caught on 

trail camera  
a few weeks 
prior to the hunt.

Camp view  
on a beautiful  
April morning.
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nirey.com.auORDER YOURS TODAY
FOR YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST w

        The                                is another outstanding 
addition to the extensive knife sharpening range by 

KE-500

KE-500

Quick, easy and safe to use                No set up necessary 

Sharpens both Asian & European angles

MODELS TO SUIT ALL MARKETS from $199

• Domestic  • Commercial  • Professional

The knife sharpening specialists

Upgrade your knife sharpening equipment to the     

       ULTIMATE

GREAT 

CHRISTMAS GIFT
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Jared shot this 
big sow with 

the bow when they 
arrived at camp.

Aaron’s red 
stag bedded 

up in the paddock.

The nice little 
gully where 

Jared shot at the 
15-point stag that 
got away.



SEE THE UNSEEN

115-MM OBJECTIVE MODULE
GREATNESS  
IN THE SMALLEST  
DETAIL

SWAROVSKI AUSTRALIA PTY LTD
1/4D Huntley Street, Alexandria NSW 2015, Australia

Tel.: +61 (02) 8345 7228, Fax: +61 (02) 9313 6506, optik.sia@swarovski.com, www.swarovskioptik.com

BY APPOINTMENT TO
HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II

SWAROVSKI OPTIK
SUPPLIER OF BINOCULARS



58 | SPORTING SHOOTER _ DECEMBER 2022

MAIN: After all this time the Lefever 
can still account for its share of 
rabbits on any hunt.  

RIGHT: Leon and his son, Jason, on 
an early rabbit hunt with Leon using 
his Lefever side-by-side.
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  A nice bag of 
teal taken by 

Michael while 
shooting over 
decoys with his 
old Lefever.

 Duck hunting 
with his 

Lefever and his  
old curly, Missy. 
Life doesn’t get 
much better.

 Side-by-sides 
and duck 

hunting go 
together like 
peaches and 
cream.



• 20”, 24” & 26” Barrel with Hybrid Muzzle Brake
• Cold Hammer-Forged, Stainless Steel barrel with 5R Rifling
• 20 or 30 MOA Picatinny Rail
• Aluminum free-float handguard with Magpul® M-LOK® slots
• Hard-coat Anodized finish for corrosion resistance & durability
• Adjustable length of pull & comb height
• 2 x 10 Round Magpul® PMAG® Magazines
• Weight: 4.45 kg - 5.8 kg

• 18” 1/2"-28 Threaded Cold Hammer-Forged 1137 Alloy Steel Barrel
• Anodized Picatinny scope base
• Aluminum free-float handguard with Magpul® M-LOK® slots
• Hard-coat Anodized finish for corrosion resistance & durability
• Quick-Fit Precision Rimfire Adjustable Stock
• 9 Round JMX-1 Magazine
• Weight: 3.1 kg

AVAILABLE CALIBERS:
• 6mm Creedmoor
• 6.5 Creedmoor

• 6.5 PRC
• 308 Win

• 300 Win Mag
• 300 PRC

• 338 Lapua Mag

BRINGING THE BIG-GUN EXPERIENCE TO THE
RIMFIRE WORLD.

PURPOSE-BUILT TO DISTANCE ITSELF FROM THE TYPICAL LONG-RANGE RIFLE.

AVAILABLE CALIBERS:
• 22 LR

• 17 HMR
• 22 WMR

*Not compliant in NSW, ACT & WA

PRECISION RIFLE ®*

PRECISION RIFLE  
RIMFIRE 

®

RUGGED, RELIABLE FIREARMS®

NOW Distributed by OSA

Find your local Ruger Stockist at:
www.osaaustralia.com.au
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Lefever history
Curiosity got the better of me. I decided to check the  
history of Lefever shotguns. All I knew was that they were 
made in America. 

The Lefever Firearm Company was set up in Syracuse, 
NY, by Daniel Myron Lefever, the inventor of the 
hammerless gun. The company operated between 1883 and 
1916, when it merged with the Ithaca Gun Company, which 
also operated in New York.

Our Lefevers are a product of this merger and are 
labelled ‘Nitro Special Hammerless 12 gauge’. They were 
called “a working man’s gun, but of good quality”. Both are 
bored half choke (modified) and full choke with 30” barrels; 
other gauges and barrel lengths were also produced. 

Surprisingly, both of our Lefevers were made in a 
12-month period during 1924-25.

The two 
Lefevers 

owned by Leon 
and his brother, 
Michael. Both 
guns, although 
almost 100 years 
old, are still used 
to this day.

 Hunting 
partner Blake 

with Leon’s 
Lefever and a 
brace of rabbits.
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fi

RIGHT: A massive scrub bull, both in body and horns,  
is a real trophy animal.





  This feisty old 
scrubber 

wanted to escort 
Ted and his crew 
off its turf!

 This was the 
only wild scrub 

bull that ever 
charged Ted.

Signs and seasons

Hunting methods
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Tools for the hunt

l fi
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Contacts
From experience, we can  
recommend Mitchell Cape York 
Adventures (0407 730 565) and Cape 
York Bush Adventure (0482 554 813). 
For the broadheads mentioned here, 
contact Primal Hunting and Outdoors 
on 0439 780 309.
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WHAT’S NEW IN THE MARKET – BY TONY PIZZATA

Designed specifically for the archery market, the Broadhead 
6x25 laser rangefinder is the next level for precision 
measurement, with an all-new engine capable of +/- 0.3-yard 
accuracy out to 150yd for archery enthusiasts. This has been 
tested to ensure the range is deadly accurate in the field or for 
competitions and combines with angle accuracy of +/- 1 degree.

Its Accusync display allows you to see in low light and bright 
conditions, as it features an all-new auto-adjusting black-to-
red reticle and the display fluidly morphs according to your 
background for maximum contrast.

Other features include high-definition all-glass optical system 
for clarity; Angle Range Compensation (ARC) technology; 
Exobarrier lens protection that repels water, oil, dust and fog; 
and near/far ranging modes for accuracy in the field.
To find out more, ask at your local gun shop or archery supply 

or visit nioa.com.au.

The latest addition to the GRS range, the Fenris is produced in 
synthetic material with fibreglass reinforcement. It is pre-cut, 
pre-bedded and with adjustable cheek piece and length.

The Fenris stock is versatile enough to handle all hunting and 
shooting situations, even in the most extreme conditions. The 
brand new stealth grey colour of the stock combines with the 
black details of a rifle to not only make it aesthetically pleasing, 
but also help it blend into its surroundings.

This new stock is designed to fit all body types, as you can 
adjust the stock for length of pull and comb height via its 
SpeedLock system. In addition, the honeycomb grip ensures good 
grip in all conditions, while reducing vibrations.

These stocks are made with inlets to suit the Howa 1500 and 
Howa 1500 Mini Action, Savage 12 and 16, Tikka T3, T3x and CTR, 
Bergara B14 and Remington 700.
Ask to see them at your local gun shop or visit nioa.com.au  

for more information.

The Silver Pigeon evolves with the 
V version, the top of Beretta’s 
range of ‘standard’ over-and-
under shotguns. Hunters will love 
this gun even more as a beautiful 
symbol of efficiency, reliability 
and minimal maintenance 
requirements inherited from the 
680 platform. The new model is 
characterised by a new look 
together with a superior wood 
grade. The fine engravings are 
made using state of the art, 
five-axis laser technology.

Featuring an exquisite gloss 
finish which enhances the grain of 
the stunning Class 3 wood (a step 
up from the Silver Pigeon III’s 
Class 2.5) this beautiful shotgun is 
available in a hunting or sporting 

version, in either 12 or 20 gauge.
The main features of the 687 

Silver Pigeon V Field include its 
wooden butt pad, a glossy 
water-repellant finish for the 
walnut, high-contrast deep scroll 
engraving, Nistan finish, 3” 
chambers, 6x6 top rib, Steelium 
Optimabore HP barrels, internal 
HP chokes and a choice of 28” or 
30” barrel lengths.

The Sporting model has the 
same features, however, it offers a 
rubber butt plate, 10x8 top rib, 
barrel lengths of 30” or 32” and 
external HP chokes.
To find out more about these 

beautifully made shotguns ask  

at your local gun shop or visit 

berettaaustralia.com.



The Mauser M18 is now available in hard wearing weather resistant stainless steel.  Perfect for those hunts that take you far from the 
comfort of home, and into the elements.  The M18 Stainless has the same features that have made the M18 so popular with rifle shooters:
A silent three-position safety, cold hammer forged barrel, ultra-robust synthetic stock with soft grip inlays, renowned MAUSER Steel 
construction, 5-shot flush fitting magazine, adjustable trigger, and removable butt plate storage area. 

German Strength,
Quality & Precision.

Bolt:  3 locking-lug action 
Trigger:   Single Stage adjustable 
Magazine :  5 shot flush fitting double stack magazine 5+1 (4+1 Magnum)
Surface Finish:  Stainless
  

Available in:  223, 308 Win, 30-06 SPRG, 300 Win, 6.5CM & 6.5 PRC
Weight:   2.9kg Standard Calibres, 3.0kg Magnum Calibres
Barrel:  Cold hammer forged barrel,
Stock:   Polymer w/Soft grip inlays. Removable recoil pad w/storage compartment
Barrel Length:  56cm/22” Standard Calibres - 62cm/24” Magnum Calibres

FEATURES

Find your local Mauser Stockist at:
www.osaaustralia.com.auRESPECT

HUNT RESPONSIBLY
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WHAT’S NEW IN THE MARKET – BY TONY PIZZATA

The Zeiss family of thermal 
optics has again taken a leap 
forward with yet another 
intuitive night-hunting product. 
First, Zeiss released its DTI 3/25 
and 3/35 thermal imaging 
camera/monocular with its 
high-resolution HD LCOS display 
that offers excellent thermal-
imaging clarity at night. In 
addition, it also offers the ability 
to take photos and video, which 
can be stored on the camera or 
transferred to your smartphone 
using a Zeiss app.

The latest news, however, is 
the release of the new DTC 3 
range of clip-ons in two models, 
the DTC 3/25 and DTC 3/38. At 
the time of writing these new clip 
on models were about to land in 
Australia so limited information 
was available, but there are a 
few things we do know. Both 
have a large, high-contrast 

1024x768 
HD AMOLED 
display, intuitive 
ergonomics, precise and 
user-friendly zeroing and 
virtually unlimited battery life.

Their base magnification is 
1.0x. Featuring numerous 
customisation options, the Zeiss 
DTC 3/25 clip-on device has an 
18.4m field of view at 100 metres 
and the ability to easily recognise 
detail. The DTC 3/38 covers 12.3 
metres at 100 metres.

Their extremely precise 
zeroing should ensure they are 
highly accurate for an ethical kill 
shot at night.
To find out more and see the  

latest in the Zeiss family of 

thermal devices, ask at your 

local gun shop or visit 

osaaustralia.com.au.

In addition to menswear, Ridgeline carries a full range of outdoor 
wear for women. To start, the Merinotech thermal tops and leggings, 
made of 100 percent merino wool, are ideal as a base layer in cold 
weather. There’s also the full Performance range of gear in the latest 
Excape camo pattern. The Ascent softshell jacket is cut in women’s 
sizes, the Stealth pants come in slim fit for women and both come in 
the choice of Excape camo or Field Olive finish. Next are the 
quarter-zip tops in Excape camo. The Ascent version is made of 
130gsm brushed grid back fleece for cold conditions; the Performance 
top is made of a breathable grid fabric for the warmer months.

The Ridgeline range also includes a host of other tops, anoraks and 
jackets made and styled specifically for women. Ridgeline has several 
female brand ambassadors who are avid hunters both here in 
Australia and in NZ. They test and report to ensure the gear ticks all 
the boxes.

With Christmas just around the corner, have a look at the Ridgeline 
range, which you can see at your local gun shop or at 
ridgelineclothing.com.au.
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You may remember a review I did some time ago on the Garmin Fenix 5 
Plus, a multi-sports watch that offered arguably the widest range of 
options available when it came to things like navigation, tracking, 
training and health monitors — not to mention the time and lots more. 
Not only has the Fenix range progressed even further since then, Garmin 
has added the Instinct series to its Adventure collection that’s very well 
priced and has a host of useful features for outdoor activity.

The Garmin Instinct 2 watch is indeed a very powerful tool for 
outdoorsmen, offering such things as basic navigation, bread-crumb 
tracks, fitness tools, training for different activities like running, bicycle 
riding and swimming, and the ability to connect to your smartphone to 
sync data or receive alerts. It’s a rugged GPS smartwatch with access 
to multiple global satellite systems.

There is also a solar version, the Instinct 2 Solar, and what a great idea 
that is. While you can still charge the watch via a USB cable, the Instinct 
2 Solar promises unlimited battery life via a transparent glass solar panel 
that covers the screen and keeps the watch charged.

Used as a smartwatch alone, the Instinct 2 offers around 28 days run 
time without solar or other charging, though the more features you use, 
the shorter the battery life, of course. Hence the Solar version is an 
excellent choice for outdoorsmen because if you’re in the hills you only 
need a few hours per day in direct sunlight to top up the battery. Hunters 
who use the various functions will appreciate this feature, particularly 
when away on extended trips in the mountains where a power source 
isn’t available.

When setting up, the Instinct 2 also offers a host of monochrome 
watch face designs to choose from, depending on your personal needs 
and preferences. I choose heart rate, battery life, steps, time and date, 
but there are many other combinations.

This watch can also track a host of activities via its widgets. For 
example, the weather offers current, hourly and daily reports as well as 
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as air quality index, while sunrise and sunset times, including twilight 
times, are ideal for determining prime times for hunting. When out bush, 
you may also wish to use the compass, altimeter and barometer; there’s 
even a storm alert feature. Many of these readings can also be custom 
set on your watch face for quick and constant access at a glance.

You can track your steps on a daily and weekly basis, set goals, check 
your constant heart rate and stress levels or view them on a graph 
showing the past seven days. I loaded the Garmin Connect app to my 
iPhone so I could store and view these details on it, too. In fact, by doing 
so, I could see all my activities — things like steps, calories, respiration 
in breaths per minute (BRPM) while asleep or awake, and much more.

For those who want to go to the next level — for example, when in high 
altitude areas like NZ or when pushing your body to the limit — you can set 
the sensors to Pulse Ox Mode to measure your blood-oxygen levels, 
though these days I tend to take it a lot slower and try not to exert myself 
too much.

Sport mode is another useful setting on the Instinct 2, with sub-modes 
to suit activities such as bike riding, run and many others. I choose the 
hunting mode which I had to download and add to my watch, which is 
quite simple to do. This mode gives you a compass reading for the 
direction you are heading, tracks where you walk, allows you to save 
tracks and much more while travelling. You can return to an area and 
follow the same path at a later date by simply saving the trip.

One of my favourite features in the Instinct 2 is its Back To Start 
feature. Extremely simple to use, it gives peace of mind when in new 
country or heavily wooded areas, to ensure you don’t get lost. I recently 
tested this feature while in the Victorian high country. It enables you to 
turn around and head back using the same trail or straight line. While the 
latter may be a quicker option, you may end up in areas that are 
uncrossable, so using the Track Back is advised. You can also delve into 
time, distance, heart rate, terrain inclines and declines and much more. 

But as always, its safety aspect was my main objective.
After a couple of weeks of use, I’m still finding new features on the 

Garmin Instinct 2 Solar. In fact, as the watch is synced to my 
smartphone, I realised I was 
receiving notifications, including 
emails and messages, on the 
watch. I also like the quick-
access features of the Instinct 2, 
some of which include turning 
off the watch, controlling music 
on your smartphone or, as I 
found out the hard way, finding 
your smartphone if you lose it; 
you just press a button on the 
watch to set off a loud ringing 
tone on your phone.

While the Garmin Instinct 2 
Solar doesn’t have as many 
options as the Fenix 5 did, such 
as topo maps, a colour screen or 
music storage, it is a rugged 
outdoor watch that suits our 
lifestyle, is well priced and 
offers some very useful health 
and fitness options.
For more details check out the 

Garmin Instinct 2 Solar at 

garmin.com.au or ask at your 

local gun shop or Garmin dealer.

PROTECT YOUR HEARING

The leaders in hearing protection for shooters since 1988

CENS Digital custom electronic 

when sound is detected above 
81dB then sound returns when it’s 

modes for all disciplines of 

True custom made shooters 

made on the spot & ready the 

Removes background noise & 

Ph: (07) 3820 2533 
Email: info@earmold.com.au
Web: www.earmold.com.au

If you are after a lightweight pair  
of binoculars but don’t want to 
compromise on the magnification, 
Zeiss offers its new SFL (Smart Focus 
Lightweight) binoculars in the choice 
or 8x40 or 10x40 sizes. Featuring 
ultra-high definition (UHD) optics, 
these binoculars offer true-to-life 
colour and excellent clarity, with the 
highest level of detail.

Featuring a well-positioned focus 
wheel for fast and precise focussing, 
the 8x40s have a field of view of 140m 
at a distance of 1000m and the 
10x40s span 115m at 1000m. Both will 
focus as near as 1.5m. 

Many binoculars in this class have 
42mm objective lenses, but Zeiss made these ones 2mm smaller, making 
it possible to use thinner lens elements at closer spacing and thus reduce 
weight by as much as 20 percent compared with Zeiss’s Victory SF 
models; they’re 13 percent smaller in terms of volume, too. Zeiss claims 
this makes the SFL binoculars up to 30 percent lighter than comparable 
products from competitors.
Enquire at your local gun shop or visit osaaustralia.com.au.
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These are what resulted when 
factory cartridges were fired 

in a .30-06 Ackley Improved rifle 
which had excessive headspace.

Improved rimless cartridges 
must have practically nil 

headspace. Contact must be at 
the bolt face and junction of neck 
and shoulder.

TECHNICAL TIPS & INFO – BY NICK HARVEY



The WheelyBird 2.0 is improved from 
the ground up, starting with the included 
wireless remote. It has a programmable 
delay up to 15 seconds, and can trigger 
the trap from a challenging distance.

WHEELYBIRD 2.0®

WIRELESS REMOTE ELECTRONIC AUTO-FEED TRAP

NM
D4

44

CHAMPIONTARGET.COM      NIOA.COM.AU
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  If you prefer to neck-size your 
cases, you should buy a 

three-die set with a special 
neck-sizing die.

Don’t let this happen to you! 
This Model 70 had a head 

separation. The locking lugs held 
but set back, breaking off the 
bolt handle. It could have been a 
lot worse!

fl



INREACH® SERIES
Stay in touch, no matter where you explore.  

two-way global messaging | sos alerts | location sharing

I S  C L O S E R  T H A N  Y O U  T H I N K

Jurisdiction restrictions may apply.
© 2021 Garmin Ltd. or its subsidiaries.
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 Types of rifle case (from left): 
rimless bottleneck, rimmed 

bottleneck, belted bottleneck, 
rimmed straight, belted straight.

Headspace gauges for the .303 
British (from left): 0.064” 

go-gauge; 0.067” no-go gauge; and 
the 0.070” field gauge. The tool is 
for stripping the Lee Enfield bolt.

 After the shoulder of this belted 
case was allowed to stretch 

and shorten a number of times, a 
head separation was inevitable.
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RIGHT: A plaque commemorates the 
release of red deer in Queensland.

ABOVE: Pets or pests? Meat or 
mess? To cull or to hunt? 

BY CHLOE GOLDING
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TRADING POST

LOADING MANUAL
Comprehensive guide 350 + pages

with loading data for American,
European and British and Double
Rifle cartridges and the history of

Woodleigh Bullets and Hydrostati-
cally Stabilised bullets.

Compiled by Geoff McDonald,
Graeme Wright and Hans Bossert.

WOODLEIGH BULLETS

AVAILABLE 
NOW

Email Woodleigh Bullets on 
zedfield@iinet.net.au to order your copy

BACON
Buster

s

20/11/19   10:04 AM

Cover.indd   1

Cover.indd   1

Call 1800 807 760 to order your subscription.
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This tusky fella is Ben 
Tipping’s biggest boar 
so far. Ben was on the 
bike when he bumped 
the big pig in a creek.

“While I was out hunting in the Northern 
Territory for buffalo we glassed 
numerous animals without finding what 
we where after, so we piled into the 
Cruiser to go to some freshwater springs 
for a cool down,” says Brett Meldrum. 
“As we pulled up to the springs I jumped 
out and headed for the water — and a 
massive boar charged out of it!

“I ran back to the ute and got my bino 
harness and release aid on in record 
time. I quickly gained ground on the boar 
as it didn’t seem that bothered by what 
just happened. I used the banks of the 
clear, shallow creek to stalk in on him 
and managed to get a good range on it at 
40 metres. I sent an arrow flying straight 
into the vitals! The boar ran about 
20-25m and it was all over for him.

“To say I was stoked was an 
understatement. He was by far my 
biggest boar to date with a very good set 
of hooks on him that later unofficially 
scored 29 Douglas points.”



Garmin’s outdoor range features unparalleled 
innovation in hiking, camping and hunting tech  
in handheld or wearable configurations. Options 
span from navigation, communication, safety  
and tracking devices. Garmin also produce a  
range of bow sights with built in range finder 
enabling better shot placement. 

A Garmin eTrex 10 GPS Navigator will be sent to 
the best entry every month. Thankyou to Garmin 
for their support in sponsoring this page.

eTrex 10
The completely redesigned eTrex 10 retains the core 
functionality, long battery life and affordability that 
made eTrex the top selling handheld in GPS. Then we 
made eTrex tougher, simplified the user interface 
and added paperless geocaching for good measure.

Features include:

• High-sensitivity, WAAS-enabled GPS receiver 
with HotFix® and GLONASS support 

• 2.2-inch monochrome display
• User-friendly interface
• Worldwide basemap
• Supports paperless geocaching
• Spine-mounted accessories

a GARMIN eTrex 10  
EVERY MONTH!

ENTRIES: Please email your high resolution .jpg or .png pig hunting image as an attachment to the 

email addressed to mickmatheson@yaffa.com.au – all images must be at least 1MB in size.  

For entry to be valid the following contact details must be included: First name, surname, full mail address, 

contact phone number and email address. A short explanatory sentence with the email is also needed.

“Our workers and I went out 
for a look after dumping a 
calf carcass,” says Finlay 
Waring. “As we started to 
get a good look at the 
carcass we heard the dogs 
jump and next thing you 
know they are on. After a 
500m hike up a rugged hill, 
we reached a small clearing 
where we saw this boar 
backed up against a termite 
nest. It was a ripper boar 
and we were glad we had 
the glow-in-the-dark mouth 
piece purchased from 
Brisbane Hunting Supplies.”

William Summers was 
celebrating his birthday 
when he shot this chunky 
boar, which he found 
wallowing in a waterhole. 

TO SEE THE FULL RANGE OF ETREX MODELS 
AND LOTS MORE, VISIT  WWW.GARMIN.COM
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SAUER 100 STAINLESS XT
AVAILABLE CALIBERS: .223 Rem, .243, .270, .308 Win, .30-06 Spring, 6.5 Creedmoor, .300 Win. Mag.

MADE IN GERMANY

STAINLESS 
SAUER100.

OUTDOOR DURABILITY

3 - Shot MOA
Guarantee at 100m

Quality made in Germany, the classically robust Sauer 100 is ergonomically designed for total control. 
Three position safety combines easy handling with maximum reliability.The Sauer 100 stands out thanks to 
its adjustable, crisp single-stage trigger. The trigger weight can be easily adjusted between 1,000 and 2,000 g 
(2.2 - 4.4 lbs) for personal preference. The ERGO MAX stock is distinguished by the comb inclining to the 
rear. This improves the position of the head behind the rifle scope, allowing for calmer aiming. In addition, 
the felt recoil is considerably reduced.

Every barrel is cold-hammer forged and thus a guarantor for precision of less 
than one MOA.  Receivers are made using the latest CNC milling technology, in 
order to perfect the symbiosis of barrel and receiver as well as Sauer’s legendary 
smooth bolt operation.

Combines outdoor durability, shooting ergonomics
and elegance in one rifle.

RESPECT
HUNT RESPONSIBLY

Find your local Sauer Stockist at:
www.osaaustralia.com.au

WEIGHT MINI / STANDARD WEIGHT MAGNUM3.0 kg 3.1 kg

BARREL MINI / STANDARD BARREL  MAGNUM560 mm 620mm

SAUER 100 STAINLESS CLASSIC
AVAILABLE CALIBERS: .223 Rem, .308 Win, 6.5 Creedmoor

All the standard features of the Sauer 100 that you know & love!


